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PREFATORY NOTE. 
(from the Works of John Owen,  

volume 13 page 278)
The two foregoing treatises had appeared in 
1657, and in the year following our author had to 
reply to another work by his opponent Cawdrey, 
Independency further Proved to be a Schism. The latter 
had been previously engaged in a controversy on the 
subject of church government with Mr John Cotton, 
an eminent Congregationalist of New England, to 
whose work on The Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, 
Cawdrey had replied in his Vindiciæ Clavium, and in 
another work, The Inconsistency of the Independent Way 
with Scripture and Itself. A manuscript by Cotton in 
defence of his book had been committed to Owen, 
who cherished a respect for his memory, as it was 
the perusal of his work, The Keys of the Kingdom 
of Heaven, which led our author to reconsider and 
modify his views respecting the nature and polity 
of the church. To meet the last assault of Cawdrey 
he gave the manuscript of Cotton to the press, and 
accompanied it with a lengthy preface in vindication 
of himself from the charges of his opponent. The 
disproof of the alleged contradictions with which 
he was reproached is complete, but it cannot be said 
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that there is much of novelty or importance in the 
statements contained in this treatise. After a lapse of 
twenty-two years, Dr Owen had again to vindicate 
his denomination from the same charge of schism, 
in very different circumstances, and against a more 
adroit and accomplished adversary. Accordingly, 
with the different works of Owen on the subject of 
schism, we have connected his pamphlet on the same 
subject in reply to Stillingfleet, though the interval 
just specified ensued before he broke a lance in 
controversy with the learned Dean of St Paul’s.—Ed.



Christian Reader,

I 
h a v e  n o t  m u c h  t o  s a y  u n - 
t o  t h e e  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e 
e n s u i n g  T r e a t i s e ;  i t  w i l l  
s p e a k  f o r  i t s e l f  w i t h  a l l  
i m p a r t i a l  m e n ;  m u c h  l e s s  

sha l l  I  in s i s t  on  the  commenda t ion  o f  i t s  
Author,  who also being dead úti laleãtai ;  
a n d  w i l l  b e  s o  I  a m  p e r s u a d e d ,  w h i l s t  
C h r i s t  h a t h  a  C h u r c h  u p o n  t h e  E a r t h ;  
T h e  T r e a t i s e  i t s e l f  w a s  w r i t t e n  s u n - 
d r y  y e a r s  a g o ,  i m m e d i a t e l y  u p o n  t h e  
p u b l i s h i n g  o f  M r  C a w d r e y ’ s  A c c u s a t i o n  
a g a i n s t  h im ;  I  s h a l l  no t  n eed  t o  g i v e  an  
a c coun t  whence  i t  h a th  been  th a t  i t  s aw  
t h e  l i gh t  no  s oone r ;  i t  may  s u f f i c e ,  t h a t  
i n  m ine  own  b eh a l f  a nd  o f  o t h e r s ,  I  do  
a cknowledge  tha t  in  the  do ing  o f  sundry  
t h i n g s  s e e m i n g  o f  m o r e  i m p o r t a n c e ,  t h i s 
		  ought 
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o u g h t  n o t  t o  h a v e  b e e n  o m i t t e d ;  T h e  
j u d g e m e n t  o f  t h e  A u t h o r  a p p r o v i n g  o f  
t h i s  v i nd i c a t i on  o f  h im s e l f  a s  n e c e s s a r y ,  
c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  p l a c e  h e  h e l d  i n  t h e  
C h u r c h  o f  G o d ,  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  a  
r u l e  u n t o  u s ,  f o r  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  
t h a t  du t y ,  wh i ch  i s  ow ing  t o  h i s  wo r t h  
a n d  p i e t y ,  i n  d o i n g  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  f o r  
t h e  T r u t h  o f  G o d .  I t  i s  n o w  a b o u t  
7  m o n t h s  a g o ,  s i n c e  i t  c a m e  i n t o  m y  
h a n d s ;  a n d  s i n c e  I  e n g a g e d  m y s e l f  i n t o  
t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  i t ,  m y  n o t  i m m e d i a t e  
p r o c e e d i n g  t h e r e i n ,  b e i n g  s h a r p l y  r e - 
b u k e d  b y  a  f r e s h  c h a r g e  u p o n  m y s e l f  
f r o m  t h a t  h a n d ,  u n d e r  w h i c h  t h i s  w o - 
r t h y  P e r s o n  s o  f a r  s u f f e r e d ,  a s  t o  b e  n e - 
c e s s i t a t e d  t o  t h e  e n s u i n g  d e f e n s a t i v e ,  I  
h a v e  h e r e  d i s c h a r g e d  t h a t  e n g a g e m e n t .  
T h e  A u t h o r  o f  t h e  c h a r g e  a g a i n s t  h i m ,  
i n  h i s  E p i s t l e  t o  t h a t  a g a i n s t  m e ,  t e l l s  
h i s  R e a d e r  t h a t  i t  i s  t h o u g h t  t h a t  i t  w a s  
i n t e n d e d  b y  a n o t h e r  ( a n d  n o w  p r o m i s e d  
b y  m y s e l f )  t o  b e  p u b l i s h e d  t o  c a s t  a  S l u r  
u p o n  h i m ;  s o  a r e  o u r  i n t e n t i o n s  j u d g e d ,  
s o  o u r  w a y s ,  b y  t h o u g h t s  a n d  r e p o r t s ;  
W h y  a  V i n d i c a t i o n  o f  M r  C o t t o n  s h o u l d 
		  cast 
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ca s t  a  s lur  upon Mr Cawdrey ,  I  know not ;  
I s  h e  c o n c e r n e d  i n  S p i r i t  o r  R e p u t a t i o n  
i n  t h e  A c q u i t m e n t  o f  a  h o l y ,  r e v e r e n d  
P e r s o n ,  n o w  a t  r e s t  w i t h  C h r i s t ,  f r o m  
i m p u t a t i o n s  o f  i n c o n s t a n c y  a n d  s e l f  c o n - 
t r a d i c t i o n ?  I s  t h e r e  n o t  r o o m  e n o u g h  
i n  t h e  wo r l d ,  t o  b e a r  t h e  g o o d  n am e s  o f  
M r  C o t t o n  a n d  M r  C a w d r e y ?  b u t  t h a t  i f  
one  be  v i nd i c a t e d  t he  o the r  mus t  be  s l u r - 
r e d ?  H e  s h a l l  f i n d  n o w  b y  e x p e r i e n c e ,  
wha t  a s s i s t a n c e  h e  f ound  f r om h im  who  
l o v e d  h i m ,  t o  b e a r  h i s  c h a r g e ,  a n d  
t o  r e p e l  i t ,  w i t h o u t  a n y  s u c h  r e f l e c t i o n  
o n  h i s  A c c u s e r ,  a s  m i g h t  s a v o u r  o f  a n  
i n t e n t i o n  t o  s l u r  h i m ;  m a l a  m e n s ,  m a - 
l u s  a n i m u s ;  t h e  m e a s u r e  t h a t  m e n  f e a r  
f r o m  o t h e r s ,  t h e y  h a v e  c o m m o n l y  m e - 
t e d  o u t  u n t o  t h e m  b e f o r e  h a n d ;  H e  
w i s h e s  t h o s e  t h a t  i n t e n d  t o  r a k e  i n  t h e  
a s h e s  o f  t h e  d e a d ,  t o  c o n s i d e r  wh e t h e r  t h e y  
s h a l l  d e s e r v e  a n y  t h a n k s  f o r  t h e i r  l a b o u r .  
How the  cove r ing  o f  t h e  d e a d  w i th  the i r  
o w n  c o m e l y  g a r m e n t s ,  c o m e s  t o  b e  a  
r a k i n g  i n t o  t h e i r  a s h e s ,  I  k n o w  n o t ;  
H i s  n a m e  i s  a l i v e ,  t h o u g h  h e  b e  d e a d ;  
I t  wa s  t h a t ,  no t  h i s  p e r son ,  t h a t  wa s  a t -
	 a 3	 tempted 
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t o  b e  w o u n d e d  b y  t h e  c h a r g e  
a g a i n s t  h i m ;  t o  p o u r  f o r t h  t h a t  b a l m  
f o r  i t s  h e a l i n g ,  n o w  h e  i s  d e a d ,  w h i c h  
h i m s e l f  p r o v i d e d  w h i l s t  h e  w a s  a l i v e ,  
w i t hou t  a dd i n g  o r  d im in i s h i n g  on e  s y l - 
l a b l e ,  i s  n o  r a k i n g  i n t o  h i s  a s h e s ;  a n d  I  
hope the de⁄terai frontÖdej  of the Reve- 
r e n d  A u t h o r  w i l l  n o t  a l l o w  h i m  t o  b e  
o f f ended  th a t  t h i s  f r i end l y  o f f i c e  i s  p e r - 
fo rmed  to  a  dead  Bro t h e r ;  to  pub l i sh  th i s  
h i s  d e f ence  o f  h i s  own  innocency ,  wr i t - 
ten in obedience to a  pr ime dicta te  of  the  
l aw  o f  Na tu r e ,  a g a i n s t  t h e  wrong  wh i ch  
was not done him in secret.

B u t  t h e  i n t e n d m e n t  o f  t h i s  p r e f a t o r y  
d i s c o u r s e ,  b e i n g  m y  o w n  c o n c e r n m e n t ,  
i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  a  l a t e  t r a c t  o f  M r  C a w - 
d r e y ’ s ,  b e a r i n g  o n  i t s  T i t l e  a n d  S u p e r - 
s c r i p t i o n ,  a  v i n d i c a t i o n  f r o m  m y  u n j u s t  
c l a m o u r s  a n d  f a l s e  a s p e r s i o n s ;  I  s h a l l  n o t  
d e t a i n  t h e  Reade r  w i t h  a ny  f a r t h e r  d i s - 
c ou r s e  o f  t h a t ,  wh i ch  h e  w i l l  f i n d  f u l l y  
d e b a t e d  i n  t h e  e n s u i n g  T r e a t i s e  i t s e l f ;  
b u t  i m m e d i a t e l y  a d d r e s s  m y s e l f  t o  
t h a t ,  w h i c h  i s  m y  p r e s e n t  p e c u l i a r  d e - 
s i g n ;  B y  w h a t  w a y s  a n d  m e a n s  t h e 
		  difference 
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d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w i x t  u s  i s  c o m e  t o  t h a t  
i s s u e  w h e r e i n  n o w  i t  s t a n d s  s t a t e d ,  i n  
the  expre s s ion s  be fo re  ment ioned ,  I  sha l l  
n o t  n e e d  t o  r e p e a t .  W h o  f i r s t  l e t  o u t  
t h o s e  w a t e r s  o f  s t r i f e ,  w h o  h a t h  f i l l e d  
t h e i r  s t r e a m s  w i t h  b i t t e r n e s s ,  c l a m o u r ,  
and fa l se  aspers ions,  i s  lef t  to the judgement  
o f  a l l ,  tha t  f e a r  the  Lord ,  who sha l l  have  
occas ion at  any t ime to re f lect  upon those  
di scourses ;  How ever,  i t  i s  come to pass ,  I  
mu s t  a cknow l edge ,  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  o f  t h e  
C o n t r o v e r s y  b e t w e e n  u s  i s  n o w  d e g e n e - 
r a t e d  i n to  s uch  a  u s e l e s s  s t r i f e  o f  word s ,  
a s  t h a t  I  d a r e  p u b l i c l y  o w n  e n g a g e - 
ments into s tudies  of  so much more impor- 
tance unto the interest  of  truth,  Piety,  and  
l i t e r a t u r e ,  a s  t h a t  I  c a n n o t ,  w i t h  
p e a c e  i n  m y  o w n  r e t i r e m e n t s ,  b e  m u c h  
f a r the r  conve r s an t  the re in .  On ly ,  where- 
a s  I  am  no t  i n  t h e  l e a s t  conv inced ,  t h a t  
Mr  Cawd r e y  h a th  g i ven  s a t i s f a c t i o n  t o  my  
f o r m e r  E x p o s t u l a t i o n s ,  a b o u t  t h e  i n - 
ju r i e s  done  me in  h i s  o ther  Trea t i s e ,  and  
h a t h  e v i d en t l y  a dd ed  t o  t h e  numb e r  a nd  
weight of them in this ,  I  could not but lay  
h o l d  o f  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  g i v e n ,  b y  m y 
		  dischar- 
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cha rg ing  a  fo rmer  p romi se ,  once  more  to  
r emind  h im o f  some mi s c a r r i age s ,  excee- 
d i n g l y  u n b e c o m i n g  h i s  p r o f e s s i o n  a n d  
c a l l i n g ;  w h i c h  I  s h a l l  d o  i n  a  b r i e f  r e - 
v i e w  o f  h i s  E p i s t l e  a n d  T r e a t i s e .  U p o n  
the  cons ide ra t ion  whereo f ,  wi thout  cha r- 
g i n g  h i m  o r  h i s  w a y  w i t h  s c h i s m ,  i n  
g r e a t  l e t t e r s  o n  t h e  T i t l e - p a g e  o f  t h i s  
book,  I  doubt  not  but  i t  wi l l  appear ,  tha t  
the guilt of the crime he falsely, unjustly, and  
u n c h a r i t a b l y  c h a r g e t h  u p o n  o t h e r s ,  m a y  
b e  l a i d  more  equ i t ab l y  a t  h i s  own  doo r ;  
a n d  t h a t  t h e  s h o r t n e s s  o f  t h e  c o v e r i n g  t o  
h ide  themse lve s ,  u s ed  by  h im and  o the r s  
f rom the  inqu i s i t ion  made  a f t e r  them fo r  
s c h i s m ,  u p o n  t h e i r  o w n  p r i n c i p l e s ,  w i l l  
n o t  b e  s u p p l i e d  b y  s u c h  o u t c r i e s  a s  
those he i s  p leased to use a f ter  them, who  
are  leas t  of  a l l  men concerned in the mat- 
t e r  u n d e r  c o n t e s t ,  t h e r e  b e i n g  n o  s o - 
l i d  m e d i u m ,  w h e r e b y  t h e y  m a y  b e  i m - 
p l e a d e d .  A n d  i n  t h i s  d i s c o u r s e ,  I  s h a l l ,  
a s  I  s uppo s e ,  pu t  a n  end  t o  my  eng age - 
m e n t  i n  t h i s  c o n t r o v e r s y ;  I  k n o w  n o  
man whose pat ience wi l l  enable  h im to a- 
b i d e  a l w a y s  i n  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f 
		  things 
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t h i n g s  t o  s o  l i t t l e  p u r p o s e ;  w e r e  i t  n o t  
t h a t  m e n  b e a r  t h e m s e l v e s  o n  h i g h  b y  
r e s t i n g  o n  t h e  p a r t i a l  a d h e r e n c e  o f  m a - 
n y  t o  t h e i r  d i c t a t e s ,  i t  w e r e  i m p o s s i b l e  
t h e y  s h o u l d  r e a p  a n y  c o n t e n t m e n t  i n  
t h e i r  r e t i r e m e n t s  f r o m  s u c h  a  m a n a g e - 
m e n t  o f  C o n t r o v e r s i e s  a s  t h i s ;  I n d e - 
p e n d e n c y  i s  a  g r e a t  s c h i s m ,  i t  h a t h  
made  a l l  t h e  d i v i s i o n s  among s t  u s ,  Br ow - 
n i s t s ,  A n a b a p t i s t s ,  a n d  a l l  s e c t a r i e s  a r e  
I n d e p e n d e n t s ;  t h e y  d e n y  o u r  M i n i s t e r s  
a nd  Chu r che s ,  t h ey  s e p a r a t e  f r om u s ,  a l l  
e r r o r s  c o m e  f r o m  a m o n g  t h e m ,  t h i s  I  
h a v e  b e e n  t o l d ,  a n d  t h a t  I  h a v e  h e a r d ,  
i s  t h e  s u m  o f  t h i s  T r e a t i s e ;  w h o  
t h e y  a r e  o f  w h o m  h e  s p e a k s ,  h o w  
t h e y  c a m e  i n t o  s u c h  a  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  a l l  
C h u r c h  s t a t e  i n  E n g l a n d ,  t h a t  a l l  t h a t  
a r e  n o t  w i t h  t h e m  a r e  S c h i s m a t i c s ;  
h o w  d e  j u r e ,  o r  d e  f a c t o ,  t h e y  c a m e  
t o  b e  s o  i n s t a t e d ;  w h a t  c l a i m  t h e y  c a n  
m a k e  t o  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  s t a t i o n s ,  w i t h o u t  
s c h i s m ,  o n  t h e i r  o w n  p r i n c i p l e s ;  w h e - 
t h e r ,  g r a n t i n g  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d  a s  
c o n s t i t u t e d  w h e n  t h e y  a n d  w e  b e g a n  
t h a t ,  w h i c h  w e  c a l l  R e f o r m a t i o n ,  t o 
		  have 



10	 john owen

h a v e  b e e n  a  T r u e  i n s t i t u t e d  C h u r c h  
t h e y  h a v e  a n y  P o w e r  o f  r u l e  i n  i t ,  b u t  
w h a t  h a t h  b e e n  g o t  b y  v i o l e n c e ;  w h a t ,  
t h a t  i s  p u r e l y  t h e i r s ,  h a t h  a n y  p r e t e n c e  
o f  e s t ab l i shmen t ,  f rom the  s c r i p tu re ,  an- 
t i q u i t y ,  a n d  t h e  l a w s  o f  t h i s  l a n d ?  I  
s ay  wi th  the se  and  the  l ike  th ing s ,  which  
a r e  i n c u m b e n t  o n  h i m  t o  c l e a r  u p ,  b e - 
f o r e  h i s  Cha r g e s  w i t h  u s  w i l l  b e  o f  a ny  
v a l u e ,  o u r  A u t h o r  t r o u b l e t h  n o t  h i m - 
s e l f .  B u t  t o  p r o c e e d  t o  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r s  
by him insisted on.

1 .  H e  t e l l s  t h e  R e a d e r  i n  h i s  E p i s t l e ,  
t h a t  h i s  u n w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  t h i s  r e j o i n d e r  
was heightened by the Necess i ty he found,  
o f  d i s c o v e r i n g  s o m e  p e r s o n a l  w e a k n e s s e s  
a n d  f o r g e t f u l n e s s e s  i n  m e ,  u p o n  m y  d e n i a l  
o f  s o m e  t h i n g s  w h i c h  w e r e  k n o w n  t o  b e  
t r u e ,  i f  h e  s h ou l d  p r o c e e d  t h e r e i n ;  f o r  wha t  
h e  i n t i m a t e s  o f  t h e  u n p l e a s a n t n e s s  t h a t  
i t  i s  t o  h i m  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h i n g s  o f  t h a t  
i m p o r t a n c e  i n  m e ,  w h e n  h e  p r o f e s s e t h  
h i s  d e s i g n  t o  b e  t o  i m p a i r  m y  A u t h o r i - 
ty,  so far that the cause I  own may receive  
no countenance thereby,  I  leave i t  to him,  
who  wi l l  one  day  r evea l  t h e  s e c r e t s  o f  a l l 
		  hearts, 
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h e a r t s ,  w h i c h  a t  p r e s e n t  a r e  o p e n  a n d  
n aked  un to  h im ;  bu t  how I  p r ay  a r e  t he  
t h i n g s  b y  m e  d e n i e d  k n o w n  t o  b e  t r u e ?  
s ee ing  i t  wa s  unp l e a s an t  and  d i s t a s t e f u l  t o  
h im to  in s i s t  upon  them,  men  migh t  ex- 
p e c t  t h a t  h i s  Ev i d e n c e  o f  t h em ,  wa s  no t  
o n l y  o p e n ,  c l e a r ,  u n d e n i a b l e ,  a n d  m a - 
n i f e s t  a s  t o  i t s  t r u t h ,  b u t  c o g e n t  a s  t o  
t he i r  pub l i c a t i on ;  The  who l e  i n s i s t ed  on  
i s ,  i f  t h e r e  b e  any  t ru th  in  r epo r t s ;  h i c  n i g ræ  
s u c c u s  l o l i g i n i s ,  hæ c  e s t  æ ru g o  me r a ;  I s  th i s  
a  b o t t om  f o r  a  Min i s t e r  o f  t h e  Go sp e l  t o  
p r o c e e d  u p o n ,  t o  s u c h  c h a r g e s  a s  t h o s e  
i n s i n u a t e d ;  i s  n o t  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  N a t u r e  
s e t  o n  f i r e  a t  t h i s  d a y ,  b y  r e p o r t s ?  i s  a - 
n y  t h i ng  mo r e  con t r a r y  t o  t h e  r o y a l  l aw  
o f  c h a r i t y ,  t h an  to  t ake  up  r epo r t s  a s  t he  
g r o u n d  o f  c h a r g e s  a n d  a c c u s a t i o n s ?  I s  
t h e r e  a n y t h i n g  m o r e  u n b e c o m i n g  a  m a n ,  
l a y i n g  a s i d e  a l l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  o f  C h r i - 
s t i a n i t y ,  t h a n  t o  s u f f e r  h i s  j u d g e m e n t  t o  
b e  t a i n t e d ,  m u c h  m o r e  h i s  w o r d s ,  a n d  
pub l i c  expre s s ions  in  cha rg ing ,  and  accu- 
s i n g  o t h e r s  t o  b e  r e g u l a t e d  b y  r e p o r t s ?  
and  wherea s  we  a re  commanded  to  speak  
e v i l  o f  n o  m a n ,  m a y  w e  n o t  o n  t h i s 
		  ground 



12	 john owen

g r o u n d ,  s p e a k  e v i l  o f  a l l  m e n ,  a n d  j u - 
s t i f y  o u r s e l v e s  b y  s a y i n g  i t  i s  s o ,  i f  r e - 
p o r t s  b e  t r u e ?  The  P rophe t  t e l l s  u s ,  t h a t  
a  c o m b i n a t i o n  f o r  h i s  d e f a m i n g  a n d  r e - 
p r o a c h  w a s  m a n a g e d  a m o n g  h i s  A d v e r - 
s a r i e s ,  J e r e m i a h  2 0 : 1 0 ,  I  h e a r d  t h e  d e - 
f a m i n g  o f  m a n y ,  f e a r  o n  e v e r y  s i d e ,  r e - 
p o r t  s ay  t h ey ,  and  we  w i l l  r e po r t  i t ;  i f  they  
c a n  h a v e  a n y  t o  g o  b e f o r e  t h e m  i n  t h e  
Tran s g r e s s i o n  o f  t h a t  L aw,  wh i ch  he  who  
k n o w s  h o w  t h e  t o n g u e s  o f  m e n  a r e  s e t  
on f i re  of  Hel l ,  gave out  to lay a  res t ra int  
u p o n  t h e m ,  t h o u  s h a l t  n o t  r a i s e  a  f a l s e  
r e p o r t ,  E x o d u s  2 3 : 1 .  T h e y  w i l l  s e c o n d  
i t ,  a n d  s p r e a d  i t  a b r o a d  t o  t h e  u t - 
m o s t ,  f o r  h i s  d i s a d v a n t a g e  a n d  t r o u b l e ;  
W h e t h e r  t h i s  p r o c e d u r e  o f  o u r  R e v e - 
r e n d  A u t h o r ,  c o m e  n o t  u p  t o  t h e  p r a 
c t i c e  o f  t h e i r  d e s i gn ,  I  l e a v e  t o  h i s  own  
c on s c i e n c e  t o  j u dg e .  Shou l d  men  s u f f e r  
t h e i r  Sp i r i t s  t o  be  he i gh t ened  by  p rovo- 
c a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e ,  u n t o  a  r e c h a r g e  
f r o m  t h e  s a m e  o f f e n s i v e  d u n g h i l l  o f  r e - 
p o r t s ,  wha t  mon s t e r s  s hou l d  we  s p e ed i l y  
b e  t r a n s f o rmed  un t o ?  bu t  t h i s  b e i n g  f a r  
f rom be ing the  on ly  p lace  where in  appea l 
		  is 
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i s  m a d e  t o  r e p o r t s  a n d  h e a r s a y s  b y  o u r  
A u t h o r ,  I  s h a l l  h a v e  o c c a s i o n  i n  t h e  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  s e v e r a l s  o f  t h e m ,  
t o  r e a s s ume  t h i s  d i s cou r s e .  Fo r  wha t  h e  
a d d s  a b o u t  t h e  s p a c e  o f  t i m e  w h e r e i n  
my  f o rme r  r ep l y  wa s  d r awn  up ,  b e c au s e  
I  know not  whe the r  he  had  hea r d  any  r e - 
p o r t  i n s inua t ed  to  the  con t r a ry  to  wha t  I  
a f f i r m e d ,  I  s h a l l  n o t  t r o u b l e  h i m  w i t h  
g i v i n g  e v i d e n c e  t h e r e u n t o :  b u t  o n - 
l y  a dd ,  t h a t  h e r e  h e  h a t h  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  
h a l f  t h a t  t i m e ,  w h i c h  I  n o w  i n t e r p o s e  
u p o n  t h e  r e v i e w  o f  m y  t r a n s c r i b e d  p a - 
p e r s :  O n l y  w h e r e a s  i t  i s  s a i d  t h a t  M r  
C a w d r e y  i s  a n  a n t i e n t  m a n ;  I  c a n n o t  
but wonder he should be so easy of  bel ie f ;  
A r i s t o t l e ,  R h e t o r .  l i b .  2 .  c .  1 8 ,  t e l l s  u s ,  
oÉ presb⁄teroi, •pisti dà ômpeirÖan, and not apt  
to  be l ieve ;  whence on a l l  o c c a s i on s  o f  d i s - 
course prostiqöasin ¢eà t’ äswj kaà t£ca; but he  
b e l i e v e s  a l l  t h a t  c ome s  t o  h and  w i t h  a n  
e a s y  F a i t h ,  wh i ch  h e  h a t h  t o t a l l y  i n  h i s  
o w n  p o w e r ,  t o  d i s p o s e  o f  a t  p l e a s u r e .  
T h a t  I  w a s  i n  p a s s i o n  when  I  w ro t e  my  
r e v i ew  i s  h i s  j udgemen t ;  bu t  t h i s  i s  bu t  
m a n ’ s  d a y ;  w e  a r e  i n  e x p e c t a t i o n  o f 
		  that 
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t h a t  w h e r e i n  t h e  w o r l d  s h a l l  b e  j u d g e d  
i n  r i g h t e o u s n e s s ;  I t  i s  t o o  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  
m y  s p i r i t  w a s  n o t  i n  t h a t  f r a m e  i n  a l l  
t h i n g s ,  w h e r e i n  i t  o u g h t  t o  h a v e  b e e n ;  
b u t  t h a t  t h e  R e v e r e n d  A u t h o r  k n o w s  
n o t ;  I  h a v e  n o t h i n g  t o  s a y  t o  t h i s ,  b u t  
that of the Philosopher—’E£n tÖj Soi ¢paggeÖlh  
”ti – deãn£ se kakÓj lögei, mæ ¢pologo‡ pr’j t¶ le- 
cqönta, ¢ll’ ¢pokrÖnou ”ti ¢gn“ei t¶ g¶r •lla  
prosi“nta moi kak¶ ôpeà oŸk ®n ta‡ta m“na úlegen,  
E p i c .  C a p .  4 8 .  M u c h  I  c o n f e s s ,  w a s  
n o t  s p o k e n  b y  m e  ( w h i c h  h e  a f t e r w a r d  
i n s i s t e t h  o n )  t o  t h e  a r g u m e n t a t i v e  p a r t  
o f  h i s  b o o k ,  wh i ch  a s  i n  a n  a n sw e r  I  wa s  
n o t  t o  l o o k  f o r ,  s o  t o  f i n d ,  h a d  b e e n  a  
d i f f i c u l t  t a s k .  A s  h e  h a t h  n o t h i n g  t o  
s a y ,  u n t o  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  a m o n g  t h e m - 
s e l v e s  bo t h  i n  j u d g em e n t  a nd  p r a c t i c e ,  s o  
how  l i t t l e  t h e r e  i s ,  i n  h i s  r e c r im in a t i on  
o f  t h e  d i f f e r en c e s  among  u s ,  a s  t h a t  o n e  
a n d  t h e  s a m e  m a n  d i f f e r e t h  f r o m  h i m s e l f ,  
w h i c h  c h a r g e  h e  c a s t s  u p o n  M r  C o t t o n  
a n d  m y s e l f ,  w i l l  s p e e d i l y  b e  m a n i f e s t e d  
t o  a l l  i m p a r t i a l  m e n .  F o r  t h e  T r e a t i s e  
i t s e l f  w h o s e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  I  n o w  p r o - 
ceed unto ,  tha t  I  may reduce what  I  have  
to  s ay  unto i t ,  unto the  bounds  in tended, 
		  in 
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i n  c o n f i n i n g  m y  d e f e n s a t i v e  u n t o  t h i s  
p r e f a c e  t o  t h e  t r e a t i s e  o f  a n o t h e r ,  I  
s h a l l  r e f e r  i t  u n t o  c e r t a i n  H e a d s ,  t h a t  
w i l l  b e  comprehen s i v e  o f  t he  who l e ,  and  
g i v e  t h e  R e a d e r  a  c l e a r  a n d  d i s t i n c t  
view thereof.

I  s h a l l  b e g i n  w i t h  t h a t  w h i c h  i s  l e a s t  
h a n d l e d  i n  t h e  t w o  b o o k s  o f  t h i s  R e v e - 
r e n d  A u t h o r ,  t h o u g h  t h e  s u m  o f  w h a t  
w a s  p l e a d e d  b y  m e  i n  m y  T r e a t i s e  o f  
S c h i sm .  Fo r  t he  d i s c o v e r y  o f  t h e  t r ue  n a - 
t u r e  o f  S c h i s m ,  a n d  t h e  v i n d i c a t i o n  o f  
t h em who  we re  f a l s e l y  ch a rged  w i th  t he  
c r i m e  t h e r e o f ,  I  l a i d  d o w n  t w o  P r i n - 
c i p l e s  a s  t h e  f ounda t i on  o f  a l l  t h a t  I  A s - 
s e r t e d  i n  t h e  w h o l e  c a u s e  i n s i s t e d  o n ;  
w h i c h  m a y  b r i e f l y  b e  r e d u c e d  t o  t h e s e  
two Syllogisms.

1 .  I f  i n  a l l  and  eve ry  p l a ce  o f  the  New  
Te s t amen t  whe r e  t h e r e  i s  men t i on  made  
o f  S c h i s m ,  n a m e  o r  t h i n g ,  i n  a n  E c c l e - 
s i a s t i c a l  s en s e ;  t h e r e  i s  no th ing  i n t ended  
by i t ,  but a div i s ion  in a part icular Church;  
t h e n  t h a t  i s  t h e  p r o p e r  S c r i p t u r e  n o - 
t i o n  o f  S c h i s m  i n  t h e  E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  
sense; but in al l  and every place, etc. :  ergo, 
		  the 
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t h e  P r o p o s i t i o n  b e i n g  c l e a r  a n d  e v i d e n t  
in  i t s  own l ight ,  the  Assumpt i on  was  con- 
f i r m e d  i n  m y  T r e a t i s e ,  b y  a n  i n d u c t i o n  
o f  t h e  s e v e r a l  i n s t a n c e s  t h a t  m i g h t  a n y  
way seem to belong unto it.

M y  s e c o n d  p r i n c i p l e  w a s  r a i s e d  u p o n  
a  c o n c e s s i o n  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  n a t u r e  o f  
S c h i sm  r e s t r a i n ed  w i t h  one  n e c e s s a r y  l i - 
m i t a t i o n ,  a n d  a m o u n t s  u n t o  t h i s  A r g u - 
ment.

I f  S c h i s m  i n  a n  E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  s e n s e ,  
be  the  b reach  o f  an  Un ion  o f  Chr i s t ’ s  in- 
s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e n  t h e y  w h o  a r e  n o t  g u i l t y  
o f  t h e  b r e a c h  o f  a  u n i o n  o f  C h r i s t ’ s  I n - 
s t i t u t i o n ,  a r e  n o t  g u i l t y  o f  S c h i s m ;  
but so is Schism, Ergo.

T h e  P r o p o s i t i o n  a l s o  o f  t h i s  S y l l o g i s m  
w i t h  i t s  i n f e r en c e ,  b e i n g  un qu e s t i o n a b l e ,  
f o r  t h e  c o n f i r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  A s s u m p t i o n  
I  con s i de r ed  the  n a tu r e  o f  a l l  Chu r c h  U- 
n i on  a s  i n s t i t u t ed  by  Chr i s t ,  and  p l e aded  
the  innocency  o f  tho se  whose  de fence  in  
severa l  degrees  I  had under taken,  by the i r  
f r e edom f rom the  b r e a ch  o f  any  Chur ch  
U n i o n .  N o t  f i n d i n g  t h e  R e v e r e n d  A u - 
t h o r  i n  h i s  f i r s t  a n s w e r  t o  s p e a k  c l e a r l y 
		  and 
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a nd  d i s t i n c t l y  t o  e i t h e r  o f  t ho s e  p r i n c i - 
p le s ,  bu t  to  proceed  in  a  cour se  o f  pe rp e - 
tua l  d i v e r s i on ,  f rom the  th ing  in  ques t ion ,  
with re f lect ions ,  charges ,  e tc . :  Al l  ra ther  I  
hope  ou t  o f  a n  un a c q u a i n t e d n e s s  w i t h  t h e  
t r u e  n a t u r e  o f  a r g u m e n t a t i o n ,  t h a n  a n y  
p e r v e r s e n e s s  o f  s p i r i t ,  i n  c a v i l l i n g  a t  
w h a t  h e  f o u n d  h e  c o u l d  n o t  a n s w e r ;  
I  e a rne s t l y  de s i r ed  h im in  my  r e v i ew  th a t  
w e  m i g h t  h a v e  a  f a i r  a n d  f r i e n d l y  m e e - 
t i n g ,  p e r s o n a l l y  t o  d e b a t e  t h e s e  p r i n c i - 
p l e s  which  he  had  under t aken  to  oppose ,  
a n d  s o  t o  p r e v e n t  t r o u b l e  t o  o u r s e l v e s  
and  o ther s ,  in  wr i t ing  and  read ing  th ing s  
r e m o t e  f r o m  t h e  m e r i t  o f  t h e  c a u s e  u n - 
d e r  a g i t a t i o n ;  w h a t  r e t u r n s  I  h a v e  h a d  
h e r e t o ,  t h e  R e a d e r  i s  n o w  a c q u a i n t e d  
w i t h a l ,  f r o m  h i s  r e j o i n d e r ,  t h e  p a r t i c u - 
l a r s  whereo f  sha l l  be  f a r the r  inqu i red  in- 
to afterward.

T h e  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  h i s  t w o  b o o k s  
c o n s i s t  i n  h i s  c h a r g e s  u p o n  m e ,  a b o u t  
my  Judgemen t  i n  sund ry  p a r t i cu l a r s ,  no t  
re l a t ing ,  in  the  lea s t  tha t  I  can a s  ye t  un- 
d e r s t a n d ,  u n t o  t h e  C o n t r o v e r s y  i n  h a n d ;  
A s  t o  h i s  e x c u r s i o n s ,  a b o u t  B r o w n i s t s , 
	 b	 Anaba-
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A n a b a p t i s t s ,  S e e k e r s ;  r e n d i n g  t h e  p e a c e  
o f  the i r  Churche s ,  s epa r a t ing  f rom them,  
the  e r ror s  o f  t h e  Sepa r a t i s t s ,  and  the  l ike ,  
I  c a n n o t  a p p r e h e n d  m y s e l f  c o n c e r n e d  
t o  t a k e  n o t i c e  o f  t h e m ;  t o  t h e  o t h e r  
t h i n g s  a n  An swe r  s h a l l  b e  r e t u r n ed ,  a nd  
a  d e f e n c e  m a d e ,  s o  f a r  a s  I  c a n  j u d g e  
i t  nece s s a ry .  I t  may  be  ou r  Au thor  s eek s  
a  R e l i e f  f r o m  t h e  C h a r g e  o f  S c h i s m  t h a t  
l i e s  u p o n  h i m  a n d  h i s  p a r t y  ( a s  t h e y  
a r e  c a l l e d )  f r o m  o t h e r s ,  b y  m a n a g i n g  
t h e  s a m e  c h a r g e  a g a i n s t  t h e m ,  w h o  h e  
t h i n k s  w i l l  n o t  r e t u r n  i t  u p o n  t h e m :  
bu t  f o r  my  p a r t ,  I  s h a l l  a s s u r e  h im  t h a t  
we r e  h e  no t  i n  my  j udgemen t  mo r e  a c - 
q u i t t e d  u p o n  m y  p r i n c i p l e s  t h a n  u p o n  
h i s  o w n ,  I  s h o u l d  b e  n e c e s s i t a t e d  t o  
s t and  upon  even  t e rms  w i th  h im he r e in ;  
b u t  t o  h a v e  a d v a n t a g e s  f r o m  w a n t  o f  
c h a r i t y ,  a s  t h e  Dona t i s t s  h ad  a g a i n s t  t h e  
C a t h o l i c s ,  i s  n o  A r g u m e n t  o f  a  G o o d  
cause.

I n  t h e  f i r s t  C h a p t e r  t h e r e  o c c u r s  n o t  
a n y  t h i n g  o f  r e a l  d i f f e r e n c e  a s  t o  t h e  
c a u s e  u n d e r  a g i t a t i o n ,  t h a t  s h o u l d  r e - 
q u i r e  a  r e v i e w ,  b e i n g  s p e n t  w h o l l y  i n 
		  things 
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things úxw to‡ pr£gmatoj  And therefore I  
s h a l l  b r i e f l y  a n i m a d v e r t  o n  w h a t  s e e m s  
o f  m o s t  c o n c e r n m e n t  t h e r e i n ,  i n  t h e  
m a n n e r  o f  h i s  p r o c e d u r e .  H i s  f o r m e r  
d i s cou r s e ,  a nd  t h i s  a l s o  con s i s t i ng  much  
o f  m y  w o r d s  p e r v e r t e d  b y  a d d i n g  i n  t h e  
c l o s e  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  m i g h t  w r e s t  
t h e m  t o  h i s  o w n  p u r p o s e ,  h e  t e l l s  m e  
i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  h i s  t h i r d  C h a p t e r ,  
t h a t  t h i s  i s  t o  t u r n  m y  t e s t i m o n y  a g a i n s t  
m y s e l f ,  w h i c h  i s ,  a s  h e  s a i t h ,  a n  a l l o w - 
e d  w a y  o f  t h e  c l e a r e s t  v i c t o r y ,  w h i c h  i t  
s e ems  h e  a ime th  a t ;  bu t  no th i ng  c an  b e  
m o r e  r e mo t e  f r om  b e i n g  d e f e nd ed  w i t h  
t h a t  p r e t e n c e  t h a n  t h i s  w a y  o f  p r o - 
c e e d i n g .  ’ T i s  n o t  o f  u r g i n g  a  T e s t i m o - 
n y  f r om me ,  a g a in s t  me ,  t h a t  I  comp l a i - 
ned ,  bu t  the  pe rve r t ing  o f  my  word s ,  by  
e i t h e r  h e a d i n g ,  o r  c l o s i n g  o f  t h e m  w i t h  
h i s  o w n ,  q u i t e  t o  o t h e r  p u r p o s e s  t h a n  
t h o s e  o f  t h e i r  o w n  i n t e n d m e n t :  a  w a y  
whe r eby  any  man  may  make  o the r  men ’ s  
w o r d s  t o  s p e a k  w h a t  h e  p l e a s e t h ;  a s  
M r  B i d d l e  b y  h i s  l e a d i n g  q u e s t i o n s ,  a n d  
kn i t t i n g  o f  S c r i p t u r e s  t o  h i s  e xp r e s s i on s  
i n  t h e m ,  m a k e s  a n  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  c o n -
	 b 2	 straining 
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s t r a i n i n g  t h e  w o r d  o f  G o d  t o  s p e a k  o u t  
all his Socinian blasphemies.

I n  t h i s  c o u r s e  h e  s t i l l  c o n t i n u e s ,  a n d  
h i s  v e r y  e n t r a n c e  g i v e s  u s  a  p l e d g e  o f  
wha t  we  a r e  t o  expec t  i n  t he  p roce s s  o f  
h i s  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  b u s i - 
n e s s .  W h e r e a s  I  h a d  s a i d ,  t h a t ,  c o n s i - 
d e r i n g  t h e  v a r i o u s  i n t e r e s t s  o f  p a r t i e s  a t  
d i f f e r e n c e ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  g r e a t  s u c c e s s  t o  b e  
p r o m i s e d  b y  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  c o n t r o - 
v e r s i e s ,  t h o u g h  w i t h  n e v e r  s o  m u c h  e - 
v i d e n c e  a n d  c o n v i c t i o n  o f  t r u t h ;  t o  t h e  
r e p e t i t i o n  o f  m y  w o r d s  h e  s u b j o i n s  t h e  
i n s t a n c e  o f  S e c t a r i e s ,  n o t  r e s t r a i n e d  b y  
t h e  c l e a r e s t  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o f  t r u t h ;  n o t  
we i gh ing  how f a c i l e  a  t a s k  i t  i s  t o  s up - 
p l y  Pr e s b y t e r i a n s  i n  the i r  room;  wh ich  in  
h i s  a ccoun t  i s ,  i t  s eems ,  to  t u r n  h i s  t e s t i - 
mony aga ins t  h imse l f ,  and,  a s  he somewhere  
p h r a s e t h  i t ,  t o  t u r n  t h e  p o i n t  o f  h i s  s w o r d  
in t o  h i s  own bowe l s ;  but  nob i s  non  t am l i c e t  
e s s e  d i s e r t i s ;  n e i t h e r  d o  w e  h e r e  e i - 
t h e r  l e a r n  o r  t e a c h  a n y  s u ch  way  o f  d i s - 
putation.

H i s  f o l l o w i n g  l e a v e s  a r e  s p e n t  f o r  t h e  
m o s t  p a r t  i n  s l i g h t i n g  t h e  N o t i o n  o f 
		  Schism 
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S c h i sm  b y  me  i n s i s t e d  on ,  and  i n  r epo r - 
t i n g  my  a r gumen t s  f o r  i t  ( p p .  8 ,  9 ,  1 2 . )  
in  such  a  way  and  manner ,  a s  a rgue s  tha t  
h e  e i t h e r  n e v e r  u n d e r s t o o d  t h e m ,  o r  i s  
w i l l i n g  t o  p e r v e r t  t h e m .  T h e  t r u e  n a - 
t u r e  and  impo r t ance  o f  t h em I  h ave  be - 
f o r e  l a i d  d o w n ,  a n d  s h a l l  n o t  n o w  a - 
g a i n  r e p e a t :  T h o u g h  I  s h a l l  a d d  t h a t  
h i s  f r equen t  r epe t i t i on  o f  h i s  d i s p rov ing  
t h a t  p r i n c i p l e ,  w h i c h  i t  a p p e a r s ,  t h a t  
h e  n e v e r  y e t  c o n t e n d e d  w i t h a l ,  i n  i t s  
F u l l  s t r e n g t h ,  b r i n g s  b u t  l i t t l e  a d v a n - 
t a g e  t o  h i s  c a u s e ,  w i t h  p e r s o n s  w h o s e  
i n t e r e s t  d o t h  n o t  c o m p e l  t h e m  t o  t a k e  
u p  t h i n g s  o n  t r u s t .  H o w  w e l l  h e  c l e a r s  
h i m s e l f  f r o m  t h e  c h a r g e  o f  r e v i l i n g  a n d  
u s i n g  o p p r o b r i o u s  r e p r o a c h f u l  t e r m s ,  a l - 
t hough  h e  p r o f e s s  h im s e l f  t o  h a v e  b e en  
a s t o n i s h e d  a t  t h e  c h a r g e ,  m a y  b e  s e e n  i n  
h i s  j u s t i f i c a t i on  o f  h im s e l f  t h e r e i n ,  p a g .  
1 6 ,  1 7 ,  1 8 ,  1 9 ,  w i t h  h i s  r e - en fo r c i ng  e - 
v e r y  p a r t i c u l a r  e x p r e s s i o n  i n s t a n c e d  i n ;  
and  ye t  he  t e l l s  me ,  fo r  in fe r r ing  tha t  he  
d i s c o v e r e d  s a n g u i n a r y  t h o u g h t s  i n  r e f e - 
r e n c e  u n t o  t h e m  w h o s e  r e m o v a l  f r o m  
t h e i r  n a t i v e  s o i l  i n t o  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s ,  h e 
		  affirms, 



22	 john owen

a f f i r m s ,  E n g l a n d ’ s  h a p p i n e s s  w o u l d  
h a v e  c o n s i s t e d  i n ,  t h a t  h e  h a t h  m u c h  a - 
d o  t o  f o r b e a r  o n c e  m o r e  t o  s a y  t h e  L o r d  
r e b u k e  t h e e :  f o r  m y  p a r t ,  I  h a v e  r e c e i - 
v ed  s u ch  a  s a t i s f a c t o r y  t a s t e  o f  h i s  s p i r i t  
a nd  way ,  t h a t  a s  I  s h a l l  no t  f r om  h e n c e - 
f o r t h  d e s i r e  h i m  t o  k e e p  i n  a n y  t h i n g ,  
t h a t  h e  c a n  h a r d l y  f o r b e a r  t o  l e t  o u t ,  
bu t  r a the r  to  u se  h i s  u tmos t  l i be r ty ;  so  I  
mus t  a s sure  h im tha t  I  am very  l i t t l e  c on - 
c e r n e d ,  o r  no t  a t  a l l ,  i n  wha t  he  sh a l l  be  
p l e a s e d  t o  s a y ,  o r  t o  f o r b e a r  f o r  t h e  
t i m e  t o  c o m e ;  h i m s e l f  h a t h  f r e e d  m e  
from that concernment.

The f i r s t  pa r t i cu l a r  o f  va lue  in s i s t ed  on ,  
i s  h i s  c h a r g e  upon  me  fo r  the  den i a l  o f  a l l  
t h e  Chu r c h e s  o f  En g l a n d  t o  b e  t r u e  Chu r - 
c h e s  o f  C h r i s t ,  e x c e p t  t h e  C h u r c h e s  g a - 
t h e r e d  i n  a  c o n g r e g a t i o n a l  w a y :  H a - 
v i n g  f r e q u e n t l y ,  a n d  w i t h o u t  h e s i t a t i o n  
charged  th i s  op in ion upon me in  h i s  f i r s t  
a n s w e r ,  k n o w i n g  i t  t o  b e  v e r y  f a l s e ,  I  
e x p o s t u l a t e d  w i t h  h i m  a b o u t  i t  i n  m y  
R e v i e w .  I n s t e a d  o f  a c c e p t i n g  t h e  s a - 
t i s f a c t i o n  t e n d e r e d  i n  m y  e x p r e s s  d e n i - 
a l  o f  any  such  though t  o r  pe r sua s ion ,  o r  
tender ing any sa t i s f ac t ion a s  to  the wrong 
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d o n e  m e ,  h e  s e e k s  t o  j u s t i f y  h i m s e l f  
i n  h i s  ch a r g e ,  a nd  s o  p e r s i s t e t h  t h e r e i n .  
The Reasons  he g ives  for  h i s  so doing are  
not unworthy a little to be remarked.

T h e  f i r s t  i s  t h i s :  H e  s u p p o s e d  m e  t o  b e  
a n  I n d e p e n d e n t ,  a nd  t h e r e f o r e  made  t h a t  
c h a r g e ;  t h e  c o n s e q u e n t  o f  w h i c h  s u p - 
p o s i t i o n  i s  m u c h  t o o  w e a k  t o  j u s t i f y  
t h i s  R e v e r e n d  A u t h o r  i n  h i s  A c c u s a t i - 
on ;  do t h  h e  s u ppo s e  t h a t  h e  may  w i t h - 
o u t  o f f e n c e  l a y  w h a t  h e  p l e a s e s  t o  t h e  
c h a r g e  o f  a n  I n d e p e n d e n t ?  b u t  h e  s a i t h  
s e c o n d l y ,  t h a t  h e  “ t o o k  t h e  w o r d  I n d e - 
p e n d e n t  g e n e r a l l y ,  a s  c omp r e h e n d i n g  B r ow - 
n i s t s ,  a nd  Anab ap t i s t s ,  a nd  o t h e r  S e c t a r i e s :  
B u t  h e r e i n  a l s o  h e  d o t h  b u t  d e l u d e  h i s  
o w n  c o n s c i e n c e ,  s e e i n g  h e  p e r s o n a l l y  
s p e a k s  t o  m e  a n d  t o  m y  d e s i g n  i n  t h a t  
b o o k  o f  S c h i s m  w h i c h  h e  u n d e r t o o k  
t o  c o n f u t e ;  w h i c h  a l s o  r e m o v e s  h i s  
t h i r d  i n t i m a t i o n ,  t h a t  h e  f o r m e r l y  i n - 
t ended  any  k i nd  o f  I n d e p end en c y ,  e t c .  t he  
r e s t  t h a t  f o l l ow  a r e  o f  t h e  s ame  n a t u r e ,  
and  howeve r  compounded  wi l l  no t  make  
a  s a l v e  t o  h e a l  t h e  w o u n d  m a d e  i n  h i s  
r e p u t a t i o n  b y  h i s  o w n  w e a p o n ;  f o r  t h e 
		  learned 
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l e a r n ed  a u t ho r  c a l l e d  v o x ,  p o p u l i ,  wh i ch  
h e  i s  p l e a s e d  h e r e  t o  u r g e ?  I  f i r s t  q u e - 
s t i o n  w h e t h e r  h e  b e  w i l l i n g  t o  b e  p r o - 
d u c e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h i s  C h a r g e ;  a n d  i f  
h e  s h a l l  a p p e a r ;  I  m u s t  n e e d s  t e l l  h i m ,  
( w h a t  h e  h e r e  q u e s t i o n s  w h e t h e r  i t  b e  
s o ,  o r  n o )  t h a t  h e  i s  a  v e r y  l i a r .  F o r  
a n y  p r i n c i p l e s  i n  m y  T r e a t i s e ,  w h e n c e  
a  d e n i a l  o f  t h e i r  M i n i s t e r s  a n d  C h u r c h e s  
may  b e  r e gu l a r l y  d educ ed ,  l e t  h im  p ro - 
duce  them i f  he  can ;  and i f  not ,  acknow- 
l e dge  t h a t  t h e r e  h ad  b e en  a  mo r e  Ch r i - 
s t i an and ingenuous  way of  coming of f  an  
e n g a g e m e n t  i n t o  t h a t  c h a r g e ,  t h a n  t h a t  
by  h im  cho s en  t o  be  i n s i s t ed  on ;  an imo s  
e t  i r a m  e x  c r i m i n e  s u m u n t .  A n d  a g a i n  
we  have  v ox  p opu l i  c i t ed  on  the  l i ke  oc- 
c a s i o n ,  p a g .  3 4 ,  a b o u t  m y  r e f u s a l  t o  
answer  whether  I  were  a  Mini s te r  or  not ;  
wh i ch  a s  t he  th ing  i t s e l f  o f  s u ch  a  r e fu - 
s a l  o f  mine  on any  occa s ion  in  the  wor ld  
( b e c a u s e  i t  m u s t  b e  s p o k e n ) ,  i s  p u r u m  
pu t um  menda c i um ,  s o  i t  i s  no  t rue r ,  t h a t ,  
t h a t  wa s  v o x  p o p u l i  a t  Ox fo r d ,  wh i ch  i s  
p r e t e n d e d ;  t h a t  w h i c h  i s  v o x  p o p u l i ,  
m u s t  b e  p u b l i c ;  p u b l i c u m  w a s  o n c e 
		  populi-
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p o p u l i c u m ;  n o w ,  s e t  a s i d e  t h e  w h i s p e r s ,  
o f  i t  may  be  two  o r  t h r e e  Ard e l i o s , 1 no- 
t o r i o u s  t r i f l e r s ,  w h o s e  l a v i s h  i m p e r t i - 
n e n c y ,  w i l l  d e l i v e r  a n y  m a n  f r o m  t h e  
d a n g e r  o f  b e i n g  s l a n d e r e d  b y  t h e i r  
t ongue s ,  a nd  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  l i t t l e  g round  
l e f t  f o r  t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  i s  f a t h e r e d  o n  
v ox  p o pu i l i :  And  I  t e l l  h im  he r e  once  a - 
g a i n  ( w h i c h  i s  a  s u f f i c i e n t  a n s w e r ,  i n - 
d e e d ,  t o  h i s  w h o l e  f i r s t  C h a p t e r )  t h a t  
I  d o  n o t  d e n y  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h e s  t o  
b e  t r u e  C h u r c h e s  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  n o r  
t h e  m i n i s t e r s  o f  t h e m  t o  b e  t r u e  m i n i - 
s t e r s ,  no r  do  ma i n t a i n  a  nu l l i t y  i n  t h e i r  
O r d i n a t i o n  a s  t o  w h a t  i s  t h e  p r o p e r  u s e  
a n d  e n d  o f  O r d i n a t i o n 2  ( t a k - 
i n g  i t  i n  t h e  s e n s e ,  w h e r e i n  b y  
t h e m  i t  i s  t a k e n , )  t h o u g h  I  
t h i n k  i t  n e i t h e r  a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  
t h e m  i n  d u e  o r d e r ,  n o r  t o  h a v e  i n  i t s e l f  
t h a t  f o r c e  a n d  e f f i c a c y ,  s i n g l y  c o n s i d e - 
r ed ,  wh i ch  by  many  o f  t h em i s  a s c r i b ed  
u n t o  i t .  T h u s  m u c h  o f  m y  j u d g e m e n t  
I  h a v e  p u b l i c l y  d e c l a r e d  l o n g  a g o ,  
a n d  I  t h o u g h t  I  m i g h t  h a v e  e x p e c t e d  
f r o m  p e r s o n s  P r o f e s s i n g  C h r i s t i a n i t y , 
		  that 

1	 Ardelio, a busy-body, a meddler; a term borrowed from Phædrus, lib ii. fab. 5.—Ed.
2	 Vid. Gerard. loc. Com. de Minist. Ecclesiast. sect. 11, 12.
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t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  n o t  v o l u n t a r i l y  e n g a g e  
t h e m s e l v e s  i n t o  a n  o p p o s i t i o n  a g a i n s t  
m e ,  a n d  w a i v i n g  m y  j u d g e m e n t  w h i c h  
I  had  con s t an t l y  pub l i shed  and  p reached ,  
h a v e  g a t h e r e d  u p  r e p o r t s  f r o m  p r i v a t e  
a nd  t a b l e  d i s c ou r s e s ,  mo s t  o f  t h em  f a l s e  
a n d  u n t r u e ,  a l l  o f  t h e m  u n c e r t a i n ,  t h e  
o c c a s i o n s  a n d  c o h e r e n c e s  o f  t h o s e  d i s - 
c o u r s e s  f r o m  w h e n c e  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  
r a i s e d  a n d  t a k e n  b e i n g  u t t e r l y  l o s t ,  o r  
a t  p r e s e n t  b y  h i m  w h o l l y  o m i t t e d .  H i s  
f o l l o w i n g  e x c u r s i o n s ,  a b o u t  a  s u c c e s s i v e  
o r d i n a t i o n  f r o m  R o m e ,  w h e r e i n  h e  r u n s  
c r o s s  t o  t h e  m o s t  e m i n e n t  l i g h t s  o f  a l l  
t h e  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s ,  a n d  t h e i r  d e - 
c l a r e d  J u d g e m e n t s ,  w i t h  p r a c t i c e ,  i n  
r e o r d a i n i n g  t ho s e  who  come  un t o  t h em  
w i t h  t h a t  R o m a n  s t a m p  u p o n  t h e m ,  I  
s h a l l  no t  f a r t h e r  i n t e r e s t  my s e l f  i n ,  no r  
t h i n k  m y s e l f  c o n c e r n e d  s o  t o  d o ,  u n - 
t i l  I  s e e  a  s a t i s f a c t o r y  an swe r  g i v en  un- 
t o  B e z a  a n d  o t h e r s  o n  t h i s  v e r y  p o i n t ;  
a n d  y e t  I  m u s t  h e r e  a g a i n  p r o f e s s  t h a t  
I  c a n n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  
d e r i v i n g  o r d i n a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  
R o m e ,  b u t  n o t  f r o m  t h e  R o m a n  C h u r c h .  
Le t  h im bu t  s e r iou s l y  pe ru se  the s e  en su-
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i ng  wo rd s  o f  Beza ,  a nd  t e l l  me  whe the r  
he  have  any  g round  o f  a  pa r t i cu l a r  qua r - 
rel against me upon this account.

S e d  p ræ t e r e a  q uæn am  i s t a  e s t ,  q uæ s o ,  o r - 
d i n a r i a  v o c a t i o ,  q u a m  e o s  h a b u i s s e  d i c i s ,  
q u o s  D e u s  p a u c i s  q u i b u s d a m  e x c e p t i s ,  
e x c i t a v i t ?  C e r t e  p a p i s t i c a .  N a m  h æ c  
t u a  v e r b a  s u n t ;  H o d i e  s i  e p i s c o p i  G a l l i - 
c a n a r u m  e c c l e s i a r u m  s e  e t  s u a s  e c c l e s i - 
a s  à  t y r a n n i d e  E p i s c o p i  R o m a n i  v i n - 
d i c a r e  v e l i n t ,  e t  e a s  a b  o m n i  i d o l o l a - 
t r i a  e t  s u p e r s t i t i o n e  r e p u r g a r e ,  n o n  
h a b e n t  o p u s  a l i a  v o c a t i o n e  a b  e a  q u am  h a - 
b e n t .  Q u i d  e r g o ?  P a p i s t i c a s  o r d i n a t i o - 
n e s ,  i n  q u i b u s  n e q u e  m o r u m  e x a m e n  p r æ - 
c e s s i t ,  n e q u e  l e g e s  u l l æ  s e r v a t æ  s u n t  i n - 
v i o l a b i l i t e r  e x  d i v i n o  j u r e  i n  e l e c t i o n i - 
b u s  e t  o r d i n a t i o n i b u s  p r æ s c r i p t æ ,  i n  q u i - 
b u s  p u r i  e t i a m  o n m e s  c a n o n e s  i m p u d e n - 
t i s s i m e  v i o l a t i  s u n t :  q u æ  n i h i l  a l i u d  s u n t ,  
q u a i n  f œ d i s s i m a  R o m a n i  p r o s t i b u l i n  u n d i - 
n a t i o ,  q u a v i s  m e r e t r i c u m  m e r c e d e ,  
q u a m  D e u s  t e m p l o  s u o  i n f e r r i  p r o b i b u i t ,  
i n q u i n a t i o r :  q u i b u s  d e n i q u e  a l i i  n o n  a d  
p r æ d i c a n d u m  s e d  p e r v e r t e n d u m  e v a n g e - 
l ium: a l i i  non ad do cendum, sed  ad ru r sus  sa- 
c r i f i c andum,  e t  ad  abominandum.  bdölugma 
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s u n t  o r d i n a t i ,  u s q u e  a d e o  f i r m a s  t e c u m  
e s s e  c e n s e b i m u s ,  u t  q u o t i e s  t a l i  c u i - 
p i a m  p s e u d o e p i s c o p o ,  D e u s  c o n c e s s e r i t  a d  
v e r u m  C h r i s t i a n i s m u m  t r a n s i r e  o m n i s  
i l l a  i s t i u s m o d i  o r d i n a t i o n i s  i m p u r i t a s  s i - 
m u l  e x p u r g a t a  c e n s e a t u r ?  I m o  q u i a  s i c  
a n i m u m  p e r  D e i  g r a t i a m  m u t a v i t ,  q u o  
o r e ,  q u o  p u d o r e ,  q u a  c o n s c i e n t i a  p a p i s - 
m u m  q u i d e m  d e t e s t a b i t u r ,  s u a m  a u t e m  
i n o r d i n a t i s s i m a m  o r d i n a t i o n e m  n o n  e j u - 
r a b i t ?  a u t  s i ,  e j u r e t ,  q u o m o d o  e x  i l l i u s  
j u r e  a u c t o r i t a t e m  d i c e n d i  h a b e b i t .  N e c  
t a m e n  n e g o  q u i n  t a l e s ,  s i  p r o b e  d o c t r i - 
n am  v e r am  t e n e r e ,  s i  h o n e s t i s  mo r i b u s  p ræ - 
d i t i ,  s i  a d  g r e g e m  p a s c e n d u m  a p t i  c o m - 
p e r i a n t u r ,  e x  p s e u d o e p i s c o p i s  n o v i  p a s t - 
o r e s ,  l e g i t i m e  d e s i g n e n t u r ;  T h u s  h e ,  w h o  
w a s  t h o u g h t  t h e n  t o  s p e a k  t h e  s e n s e  o f  
t h e  C h u r c h e s  o f  G e n e v a  a n d  F r a n c e ;  i n  
h i s  b o o k  a g a i n s t  S a r a v i a  a b o u t  t h e  d i - 
vers orders of Ministers in the Church: 

H i s  p l e a  f o r  t h e  C h u r c h - A u t h o r i t y  o f  
t h e  P o p e ,  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  h i s  b e i n g  a n  
I d o l a t e r ,  a  m u r d e r e r ,  t h e  m a n  o f  s i n ,  
a n  a d v e r s a r y  o f  C h r i s t ,  b e c a u s e  a  C i v i l  
m a g i s t r a t e  d o t h  n o t  b y  a n y  m o r a l  C r i m e 
		  or 



	 a defence of mr john cotton	 29

o r  t ho s e  whe reo f  t he  Pop e  i s  g u i l t y ,  l o s e  
h i s  j u r i s d i c t i o n  a n d  A u t h o r i t y ,  c o n s i - 
d e r i ng  t he  d i f f e r en t  p r i n c i p l e s ,  g round s ,  
e n d s ,  l a w s ,  R u l e s ,  p r i v i l e g e s ,  o f  t h e  
A u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  o n e ,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r ,  
a n d  t h e  s e v e r a l  t e n u r e s ,  w h e r e b y  t h e  
o n e  d o t h  h o l d ,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  p r e - 
t e n d s  t o  h o l d  h i s  p o w e r ,  i s  b r o u g h t  i n  
t o  s e r v e  t h e  t u r n  i n  h a n d ,  a n d  m a y  b e  
easily laid aside? 

A n d  w h e n  h e  s h a l l  m a n i f e s t ,  t h a t  
t h e r e  i s  a ppo i n t e d  b y  Ch r i s t ,  on e  s i n g l e  
H i g h - P r i e s t  o r  P r e l a t e  i n  t h e  h o u s e  o f  
G o d ,  t h e  w h o l e  C h u r c h ;  a n d  t h a t  o f f i c e  
to  be  con f ined  to  one  na t i on ,  one  b lood ,  
o n e  f a m i l y ,  p r o p a g a t e d  b y  n a t u r a l  g e - 
n e r a t i o n ,  w i t h o u t  a n y  p r o v i s i o n  o f  r e - 
l i e f  b y  a ny  o t h e r  way ,  p e r s on ,  o r  f am i - 
l y  i n  c a s e  o f  m i s c a r r i a g e ;  a n d  w h e n  h e  
s h a l l  h a v e  p r o v e d  t h a t  s u c h  a n  o f f i c e r  a s  
t h e  Pop e  o f  R om e ,  i n  a ny  one  p a r t i c u l a r  
tha t  cons t i tu te th  h im such an o f f i cer ,  was  
onc e  i n s t i t u t e d  b y  Ch r i s t ,  I  s h a l l  f a r t h e r  
a t t e n d  u n t o  h i s  R e a s o n  f o r  h i s  A u t h o - 
r i t y  f rom tha t  o f  the  High -P r i e s t ’ s  among  
t h e  J e w s ,  w h i c h  w a s  n o t  l o s t  a s  t o  i t s 
		  conti-
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con t i nuance  i n  t h e  f am i l y  o f  Aa r on  no t - 
wi th s t and ing  the  mi s c a r r i age  o f  some in- 
d i v i d u a l  P e r s o n  v e s t e d  t h e r e w i t h a l ;  
In  the  c lo se  o f  the  Chap te r  he  r ea s sumes  
h i s  c h a r g e  o f  my  r e n o u n c i n g  my  own  O r - 
d inat ion   which with great  conf idence,  and  
w i thou t  the  l e a s t  s c r up l e ,  he  had  a s s e r t ed  
i n  h i s  An sw e r ;  o f  t h a t  a s s e r t i on  h e  now  
p r e t e n d s  t o  g i v e  t h e  R e a s o n s ,  w h e r e o f  
the first is this.

1 .  T h e  w o r l d  l o o k s  o n  h i m  a s  a n  I n - 
d e p e n d e n t  o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  n o t e ;  t h e r e f o r e  
h e  h a t h  r e n o u n c e d  h i s  o r d i n a t i o n ;  a n d  
t h e r e f o r e  I  d a r e  t o  s a y  s o .  S o  m u c h  f o r  
t h a t  r e a s o n .  I  u n d e r s t a n d  n e i t h e r  t h e  
L o g i c  n o r  m o r a l i t y  o f  t h i s  f i r s t  R e a - 
son.

2 .  H e  k n o w s  f r o m  g o o d  h a n d s  t h a t  
s o m e  o f  t h e  B r e t h r e n  h a v e  r e n o u n c e d  t h e i r  
O r d i n a t i o n ;  t h e r e fo r e ,  h e  du r s t  s a y  po s i - 
t ive ly  t ha t  I  have  r enoun c ed  mine ,  Proverbs  
12:18.

3 .  H e  h a t h  h e a r d  t h a t  I  d i s s u a d e d  o - 
t h e r s  f r o m  t h e i r  o r d i n a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e r e - 
f o r e  h e  du r s t  s a y  I  r e nounc ed  my  own ;  
a n d  y e t  I  s u p p o s e  h e  m a y  p o s s i b l y  d i s -
		  suade 
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s u a d e  s o m e  f r o m  E p i s c o p a l  O r d i n a t i o n :  
b u t  I  k n o w  i t  n o t ,  n o  m o r e  t h a n  h e  
k n o w s  w h a t  h e  a f f i r m s  o f  m e  w h i c h  i s  
false.

4 .  H e  c o n c l u d e s  f r o m  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  
in  my book of  Schi sm;  because  I  sa id  that  
to  in s i s t  upon  a  succe s s ion  o f  o rd ina t ion  
f rom Ant i -Chr i s t  and  the  Bea s t  o f  Rome  
would i f  I  mistake not keep up in this  par- 
t icular what God would have pul led down,  
t h e r e f o r e  I  r e n o u n c e d  m y  o r d i n a t i o n ;  
when  h e  knows  t h a t  I  a vowed  t h e  v a l i - 
dity of ordination on another account.

5 .  I f  a l l  t h i s  w i l l  n o t  d o ,  h e  t e l l s  m e  
o f  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  w a s  s a i d  a t  a  p u b l i c  
m e e t i n g  ( a t  d i n n e r  i t  s e e m s )  w i t h  t h e  
C a n o n s  o f  C h r i s t - C h u r c h ,  v i z :  t h a t  I  
v a l u e d  n o t  my  o r d i n a t i o n  b y  t h e  B i s h o p  o f  
O x f o r d  a n y  m o r e  t h a n  a  c r u m b  u p o n  m y  
t r e n c h e r ;  wh i ch  word s  whe the r  eve r  t hey  
we r e  s poken  o r  no ,  o r  t o  wha t  pu rpo s e ,  
o r  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  w h a t  O r d i n a t i o n  ( I  
m e a n  o f  t h e  t w o  o r d e r s )  o r  i n  w h a t  
s e n s e ,  o r  w i t h  w h a t  l i m i t a t i o n ,  o r  a s  
p a r t  o f  wha t  d i s cour s e ,  o r  in  compar i son  
o f  wha t  e l s e ,  o r  whe the r  s o l e l y  i n  r e f e -
		  rence 
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rence  to  the  Roman succe s s ion ,  in  which  
s en s e  I  w i l l  h ave  no th ing  t o  do  w i th  i t ,  
I  k n o w  n o t  a t  a l l ;  n o r  w i l l  c o n - 
c e r n  m y s e l f  t o  i n q u i r e ;  b e i n g  g r e a t - 
l y  a s h a m e d  t o  f i n d  m e n  p r o f e s s i n g  t h e  
R e l i g i o n  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  s o  f a r  f o r - 
g e t f u l  o f  a l l  c o m m o n  R u l e s  o f  c i v i l i t y  
a n d  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  h u m a n  s o c i e t y  a s  t o  
i n s i s t  u p o n  s u c h  v a i n ,  g r o u n d l e s s  r e p o r t s  
a s  the  Founda t ion s  o f  a ccu s a t ion s  aga in s t  
t h e i r  B r e t h r e n !  N o r  d o  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
a n y  o n e  o f  t h e  R e v e r e n d  P e r s o n s  q u o t e d  
w i l l  o w n  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  a l t h o u g h  I  
s h a l l  n o t  c o n c e r n  m y s e l f  t o  m a k e  i n - 
qu i r y  i n to  the i r  memor i e s  conce rn ing  a - 
ny such passage or discourse.

M u c h  r e l i e f  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  a g a i n s t  
the se  and  the  l ike  mi s t ake s  may  be  a f fo r- 
d e d ,  f r o m  a n  e a s y  o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  
d i f f e r en t  s en s e s  whe re in  the  t e rm o f  Or- 
d i n a t i o n  i s  o f t e n  u s e d ;  i t  i s  o n e  t h i n g  
w h e n  i t  i s  t a k e n  l a r g e l y  f o r  t h e  w h o l e  
a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  a  m a n  t o  t h e  m i n i s t r y ;  
i n  w h i c h  s e n s e  I  d e s i r e  o u r  A u t h o r  t o  
con s i d e r  wha t  i s  w r i t t en  by  Beza  among  
R e f o r m e d ,  a n d  G e r h a r d  a m o n g  t h e  L u -
		  theran 



	 a defence of mr john cotton	 33

t h e r a n  D i v i n e s ;  t o  o m i t  i n n u m e r a b l e  o - 
t h e r s ;  a no the r  t h i ng  when  t a k en  f o r  t h e  
impo s i t i on  o f  h and s ,  whe the r  by  Bi s h o p s  
o r  P r e s b y t e r s ;  c o n c e r n i n g  w h i c h  s i n g l e  
Act,  both as to i t s  order,  and e f f i cacy,  I  have  
su f f ic ient ly  de l ivered my judgement ,  i f  he  
be  p lea sed  to  t ake  not i ce  o f  i t .  I  f ea r  in- 
d e ed  t h a t  when  men  s p e ak  o f  an  o r d a i n - 
e d  m i n i s t r y ;  wh i ch ,  i n  i t s  t r u e  a nd  p r o - 
pe r  s en se ,  I  sha l l  w i th  them contend  fo r ,  
t hey  o f t en  r e l a t e  on ly  to  th a t  so l emn i t y ,  
r e s t r a i n i n g  t h e  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  m a k i n g  o f  
m i n i s t e r s  s i n g l y  t h e r e u n t o ,  c o n t r a r y  t o  
t h e  i n t e n t i o n  a n d  m e a n i n g  o f  t h a t  e x - 
p r e s s i o n ,  i n  S c r i p t u r e ,  a n t i q u i t y ,  a n d  
t h e  b e s t  r e f o r m e d  D i v i n e s ,  b o t h  C a l - 
v i n i s t s ,  a n d  L u t h e r a n s ;  a n d  y e t  i t  i s  n o t  
i m a g i n a b l e  h o w  s o m e  m e n  p r e v a i l  b y  
t h e  no i s e  and  s ound  o f  t h a t  Word ,  upon  
t h e  p r e j u d i c e d  m i n d s  o f  p a r t i a l  u n s t u - 
d i ed  men .  A  l i t t l e  t ime  may  f a r t he r  ma- 
n i f e s t ,  i f  i t  b e  no t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  done  a l - 
r e a d y ;  t h a t  a n o t h e r  a c c o u n t  i s  g i v e n  o f  
t h i s  m a t t e r  b y  C l e m e n s ,  T e r t u l l i a n ,  
C y p r i a n ,  O r i g e n ,  J u s t i n  M a r t y r ,  a n d  
general ly al l  the first writers of the Christi-
	 C	 ans; 



34	 john owen

ans ,  be s ide s  the  Counc i l s  o f  o ld  and  l a te ,  
w i t h  i n n u m e r a b l e  P r o t e s t a n t  A u t h o r s  o f  
the best note, to the same purpose.

T h i s ,  I  s a y ,  i s  t h e  g r o u n d  o f  t h i s  m i - 
s t a k e ;  w h e r e a s  s u n d r y  t h i n g s  c o n c u r  
t o  t h e  c a l l i n g  o f  M i n i s t e r s ,  a s  i t  b e l o n g s  
t o  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  G o d ,  t h e  g r o u n d  a n d  
p i l l a r  o f  t r u t h ,  the  s p ou s e  o f  Ch r i s t ,  P s a lm  
45 : 9 ,  and  mo th e r  o f  t h e  f am i l y ,  o r  h e r  t h a t  
ta r r i e th a t  home,  Psa lm 68:12,  unto whom a l l  
min i s t e r s  a r e  s t ewards ,  1   Corinthians  4 :1 ,  e- 
ven in  the  hous e  o f  God,  1   Timothy 3 :15 .  
a n d  s u n d r y  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  a r e  i n d i s p e n - 
s a b l y  p r ev i ou s l y  r equ i r ed  i n  t h e  p e r s on s  
t o  b e  c a l l e d ;  o v e r l o o k i n g  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  
o f  the  qua l i f i c a t i on s  r equ i r ed ,  and  omi t - 
t ing the  duty  and au tho r i t y  o f  the  Church,  
Acts  1:15–26, Acts  6:2–6, 13:2, 3, 14:23, the  
A c t  o f  t h e m  w h o  a r e  n o t  t h e  w h o l e  
C h u r c h ,  E p h e s i a n s  4 : 1 1 ,  1 2 ,  b u t  o n l y  a  
part of it, 1 Corinthians 3:21. 2 Corinthians 1:24,  
1   Pe t e r  5 : 3 ,  a s  to  min i s t r y ,  con s i s t i ng  in  
t h e  a p p r o b a t i o n  a n d  s o l e m n  c o n f i r m a - 
t i on ,  o f  wha t  i s  s u ppo s ed  t o  go  b e f o r e ,  
h a t h  i n  s ome  men ’ s  l a nguage  go t t en  t h e  
n a m e  o f  o r d i n a t i o n ,  a n d  a n  i n t e r p r e t a -
		  tion 
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t i on  o f  t h a t  n ame ,  t o  s u ch  an  ex t en t ,  a s  
t o  e n w r a p  i n  i t ,  a l l  t h a t  i s  i n d i s p e n s a b l y  
n e c e s s a r y  t o  t h e  con s t i t u t i on  o r  mak i ng  
o f  m i n i s t e r s ;  s o  t h a t  w h e r e  t h a t  i s  o b - 
t a i n e d ,  i n  w h a t  o r d e r  s o e v e r ,  o r  b y  
w h o m  s o e v e r  a d m i n i s t e r e d ,  w h o  h a v e  
f i r s t  o b t a i n e d  i t  t h e m s e l v e s ,  t h e r e  i s  a  
l a w f u l  a n d  s u f f i c i e n t  c a l l i n g  t o  t h e  m i - 
n i s t r y !  I n d e e d ,  I  k n o w  n o  e r r o r  a - 
b o u t  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  C h r i s t ,  a t t e n - 
d ed  w i t h  mo r e  p e r n i c i ou s  c on s equenc e s  
t o  the  Church  o f  God ,  th an  th i s ;  s hou ld  
i t  b e  p r a c t i s e d ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  f o r c e  
o f  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  i t s e l f .  S u p p o s e  s i x ,  
e i gh t ,  o r  t en  men ,  who  h ave  t hemse l v e s  
b e e n  f o r m e r l y  o r d a i n e d ;  b u t  n o w  p e r - 
h a p s ,  n o t  b y  a n y  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  c e n s u r e ,  
b u t  b y  a n  a c t  o f  t h e  c i v i l  m a g i s t r a t e ,  
a r e  pu t  ou t  o f  t h e i r  p l a c e s ,  f o r  no t o r i o u s  
i g n o r a n c e  a n d  s c a n d a l ;  s h o u l d  c o n c u r  
a n d  o r d a i n  a  h u n d r e d  i g n o r a n t  a n d  
w i c k e d  p e r s o n s  l i k e  t h e m s e l v e s ,  t o  b e  
m in i s t e r s :  mu s t  t h ey  no t  on  t h i s  P r i n c i - 
p l e ,  be  a l l  a c coun ted  min i s t e r s  o f  Chr i s t ,  
a n d  t o  b e  i n v e s t e d  w i t h  a l l  m i n i s t e r i a l  
p o w e r ;  a n d  s o  b e  e n a b l e d  t o  p r o p a g a t e 
	 c 2	 their 
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t h e i r  k i nd  t o  t h e  end  o f  t h e  wo r l d ;  a nd  
i n d e ed  why  s hou l d  no t  t h i s  b e  g r a n t e d ,  
s e e i n g  t h e  w h o l e  b u l k  o f  t h e  p a p a l  
o rd inat ion  i s  contended for as  val id;  where- 
a s  i t  i s  n o t o r i o u s l y  k n o w n ,  t h a t  s u n d r y  
B i s h o p s  a m o n g  t h e m  ( w h o  p e r h a p s  r e - 
ce ived  the i r  own ord ina t ion  a s  the  r ewa rd  
o f  a  w h o r e ) ,  b e i n g  p e r s o n s  o f  v i c i o u s  
l ives, and utterly ignorant of the Gospel, did  
s u s t a i n  t h e i r  p o m p  a n d  s l o t h  b y  s e l - 
l i n g  h o l y  o r d e r s  a s  t h e y  c a l l e d  t h e m ,  t o  
t h e  s c u m  a n d  r e f u s e  o f  m e n ;  b u t  o f  
t h e s e  t h i n g s  m o r e  i n  t h e i r  p r o p e r  
place.

T a k e  t h e n  R e a d e r ,  t h e  s u b s t a n c e  o f  
t h i s  c h a p t e r ;  i n  t h i s  b r i e f  r e c a p i t u l a t i - 
on.

1 .  H e  d e n i e s  o u r  C h u r c h e s  t o  b e  t r u e  
C h u r c h e s ,  a n d  o u r  M i n i s t e r s  t r u e  M i n i - 
sters.

2 .  H e  h a t h  r e n o u n c e d  h i s  o w n  o r d i - 
nation.

3 .  W h e n  s o m e  y o u n g  m e n  c a m e  t o  a d - 
v i s e  a b o u t  t h e i r  o r d i n a t i o n  h e  d i s s u a d e d  
them from it.

4 .  H e  s a i t h  h e  w o u l d  m a i n t a i n  a -
		  gainst
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g a i n s t  a l l  t h e  M i n i s t e r s  o f  E n g l a n d ,  t h e r e  
w a s  i n  S c r i p t u r e  n o  s u c h  t h i n g  a s  O r d i n a - 
tion. 

5 .  T h a t  w h e n  h e  w a s  c h o s e n  a  P a r - 
l i a m e n t  m a n  h e  w o u l d  n o t  a n s w e r  w h e - 
t h e r  h e  w a s  a  M i n i s t e r  o r  n o t ;  a l l  w h i c h  
a re  no t o r i ou s l y  un t rue ,  and  some o f  them,  
n ame l y  t h e  t w o  l a s t ,  s o  r emo t e  f r om  any  
t h i ng  t o  g i v e  a  p r e t ence  o r  co l ou r  un to  
t h e m ,  t h a t  I  q u e s t i o n  w h e t h e r  S a t a n  
h a v e  i m p u d e n c e  e n o u g h  t o  o w n  h i m - 
s e l f  t h e i r  A u t h o r ;  a n d  y e t ,  f r o m  h e a r - 
s a y s ,  r e p o r t s ,  r umou r s ,  f r om  t a b l e  t a l k ,  Vox  
p o p u l i ,  a nd  s u ch  o t h e r  g r ound s  o f  Re a - 
son ing ,  th i s  Reve rend  Author  ha th  made  
them h i s  own ,  and  by  such  a  c h a r g e ,  h a th  
I  presume,  in  the judgement  of  a l l  unpre- 
j ud i c ed  men ,  d i s c h a r g e d  me  f r om  f a r t h e r  
a t t e nd i ng  t o  wha t  h e  s h a l l  b e  p r omp t ed  
f r om  t h e  l i k e  p r i n c i p l e s  t o  d i vu l g e ,  f o r  
t h e  s a m e  e n d s  a n d  p u r p o s e s ,  w h i c h  h i - 
t h e r t o  h e  h a t h  managed ,  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  
Fo r  my  j udgemen t  a bou t  t h e i r  m in i s t r y ,  
a n d  O r d i n a t i o n ,  a b o u t  t h e  n a t u r e  a n d  
e f f i c a c y  o f  O r d i n a t i o n ,  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  
p o w e r  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  C h u r c h e s ,  m y  o w n 
	 c 3	 station 
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s t a t i on  i n  t h e  m in i s t r y ,  wh i ch  I  s h a l l  a t  
a l l  t imes ,  through the grace and a s s i s t ance  
o f  o u r  L o r d  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  f r e e l y  j u s t i - 
f y  a g a i n s t  m e n  a n d  d e v i l s ,  i t  i s  s o  w e l l  
k n o w n ,  t h a t  I  s h a l l  n o t  n e e d  h e r e  f a r - 
ther  to  dec la re  i t :  for  the  t rue  na ture  and  
n o t i o n  o f  S c h i s m ,  a l o n e  b y  m e  i n q u i - 
red  a f te r ,  in  th i s  chapter ,  a s  I  s a id ,  I  f ind  
no th ing  o f f e r ed  the r eun to :  on l y  whe re a s  
I  r e s t r a i n ed  t he  Ecc l e s i a s t i c a l  u s e  o f  t h e  
w o r d  S c h i s m  t o  t h e  s e n s e  w h e r e i n  i t  i s  
u s e d ,  i n  t h e  p l a c e s  o f  S c r i p t u r e ,  t h a t  
m e n t i o n  i t  w i t h  r e l a t i o n  t o  C h u r c h  a f - 
f a i r s ,  wh i ch  t h a t  i t  ough t  no t  t o  b e  s o ,  
n o t h i n g  b u t  a s s e v e r a t i o n s  t o  t h e  c o n t r a - 
r y  a r e  p roduced  to  ev ince ;  t h i s  i s  i n t e r - 
p r e t e d ,  t o  e x t e n d  t o  a l l  t h a t  I  w o u l d  
a l l o w  a s  t o  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  S c h i s m  i t s e l f ,  
w h i c h  i s  m o s t  f a l s e ;  t h o u g h  I  s a i d  i f  I  
wou ld  p r o c e e d  no  f a r the r ,  I  m igh t  no t  be  
c ompe l l e d  s o  t o  do ,  s e e i n g  i n  t h i n g s  o f  
t h i s  n a t u r e  w e  m a y  c r a v e  a l l o w a n c e  t o  
t h i n k  a n d  s p e a k  w i t h  t h e  H o l y  G h o s t :  
H o w e v e r ,  I  e x p r e s s l y  c o m p r i s e d  i n  m y  
p r o p o s i t i o n  a l l  t h e  p l a c e s  w h e r e i n  t h e  
n a t u r e  o f  S c h i s m  i s  d e l i v e r e d  u n d e r 
		  what 
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w h a t  t e r m s  o r  w o r d s  s o e v e r .  W h e n  
then ,  I  sha l l  be  conv inced ,  tha t  such  d i s - 
c o u r s e s  a s  t h o s e  o f  t h i s  T r e a t i s e ,  m a d e  
up  o f  d i v e r s i on s  i n to  t h ing s  who l l y  f o r - 
e ign  to  the  inqu i ry  by  me in s i s t ed  on ,  in  
t h e  i nve s t i g a t i on  o f  t h e  t r ue  no t i on  and  
n a t u r e  o f  S c h i s m ,  w i t h  l o n g  t a l k s  a - 
b o u t  A n a b a p t i s t s ,  B r o w n i s t s ,  S e c t a r i e s ,  
I n d e p e n d e n t s ,  P r e s b y t e r i a n s ,  O r d i n a t i - 
o n ,  w i th  cha rge s  and  r e f l e c t ion s  g round- 
e d  o n  t h i s  p r e s u m p t i o n ,  t h a t  t h i s  A u - 
t h o r  and  h i s  p a r t y ,  ( f o r  we  w i l l  no  more  
c o n t e n d  a b o u t  t h a t  e x p r e s s i o n )  a r e  i n  
s o l i d um  p o s s e s s e d  o f  a l l  t r u e  a nd  o r d e r - 
l y  Chu r c h  s t a t e  i n  Eng l a n d ,  s o  t h a t  who- 
s o e v e r  a r e  n o t  o f  t h e m  a r e  S c h i s m a t i c s ,  
and I know not what besides, he being 

——Gallinæ fillus albæ,
no s  v i l e s  pu l l i  n a t i  i n f e l i c i bu s  o v i s ;* I  sha l l  
f a r t h e r  a t t e n d  u n t o  t h e m .  I  m u s t  f a r - 
t h e r  a dd ,  t h a t  I  wa s  no t  s o  h appy  a s  t o  
f o r e s e e  t h a t  b e c a u s e  I  g r a n t e d  t h e  R o - 
m a n  P a r t y  b e f o r e  t h e  R e f o r m a t i o n  t o  
have  made  ou twa rd ly  a  p ro f e s s ion  o f  the  
R e l i g i o n  o f  C h r i s t ,  a l t h o u g h  I  e x p r e s - 
s e d  t h e m  t o  b e  r e a l l y  a  p a r t y  c o m b i n e d 
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t o g e t h e r ,  f o r  a l l  e n d s  o f  w i c k e d n e s s ,  a n d  
i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  f o r  t h e  e x t i r p a t i o n  o f  t h e  
t r ue  Church  o f  Chr i s t  i n  t he  wor l d ,  h a - 
v ing  no  s t a t e  o f  un i on  bu t  wha t  the  Ho- 
l y  G h o s t  c a l l s  B a b y l o n  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  
Zi on ,  ou r  Reve r end  Au tho r  wou l d  con - 
c lude ,  a s  he  doth ,  pag .  34 ,  tha t  I  a l lowed  
them to  be  a  t rue  Church  o f  Chr i s t ;  bu t  
i t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  w i s e r  m e n  t h a n  I ,  
t o  s e e  f a r  i n t o  t h e  i s s u e  o f  s u c h  d i s - 
c o u r s e s ;  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  w e  m u s t  t a k e  i n  
good  p a r t  wha t  do th  f a l l  ou t ;  and  i f  t h e  
R e v e r e n d  A u t h o r ,  i n s t e a d  o f  h a v i n g  h i s  
z e a l  w a r m e d  a g a i n s t  m e ,  w o u l d  a  l i t t l e  
b e s t i r  h i s  a b i l i t i e s ,  t o  m a k e  o u t  t o  
the  under s tandings  and consc iences  o f  un- 
i n t e r e s t e d  m e n ,  t h a t  A l l  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  
powe r  be ing ves ted in  the  Pope and Coun- 
c i l s ,  b y  t h e  con s en t  o f  t h a t  who l e  com- 
b i n a t i o n  o f  m e n  c a l l e d  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  
R om e ,  a nd  f l ow ing  f r om  t h e  Po p e  i n  i t s  
e xecu t i on  to  an  o the r s ;  who ,  i n  t he  de - 
r i v a t i o n  o f  i t  f r o m  h i m ,  o w n e d  h i m  a s  
t h e  i m m e d i a t e  f o u n t a i n  o f  i t ,  w h i c h  
t h e y  swa r e  t o  ma i n t a i n  i n  h im ,  a nd  t h i s  
i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  a l l  C h u r c h  p o w e r  i n  a -
		  ny 
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n y  o t h e r  p e r s o n s  w h a t s o e v e r ;  i t  w a s  
p o s s i b l e  t h a t  a n y  p o w e r  s h o u l d  b e  
d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h a t  c o m b i n a t i o n ,  b u t  
w h a t  c a m e  e x p r e s s l y  f r o m  t h e  f o u n - 
t a i n  m e n t i o n e d .  I  d e s i r e  o u r  A u t h o r  
w o u l d  c o n s i d e r  t h e  f r a m e  o f  s p i r i t  t h a t  
w a s  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r ,  i n  t h e m ,  w h o  f i r s t  
l a b o u r e d  i n  t h e  w o r k  o f  R e f o r m a t i o n ,  
a n d  t o  t h a t  e n d  p e r u s e  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  
L a s i t i u s , *  a n d  R e g e n u o l s c i u s †  a b o u t  t h e  
c h u r c h e s  o f  B o h e m i a ,  P o l a n d ,  a n d  t h o s e  
p a r t s  o f  t h e  wo r l d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  l a t t e r  
f r o m  p a g .  2 9 ,  3 0 ,  a n d  f o r w a r d .  A n d  
a s  t o  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  u s e d  b y  s o m e  b e - 
t w e e n  t h e  P a p a c y ,  a n d  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  
R o m e ,  w h i c h  o u r  A u t h o r  m a k e s  u s e  o f  
t o  ano the r  pu rpo se ,  th an  tho se  d id ,  who  
f i r s t  i n v e n t e d  i t ,  ( e x t e n d i n g  i t  o n l y  t o  
t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  
s a l v a t i o n  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  p e r s o n s  l i v i n g  
i n  t h a t  c o m m u n i o n  b e f o r e  t h e  R e f o r - 
m a t i o n )  I  h o p e  h e  w i l l  n o t  b e  a n g r y  i f  
I  p r o f e s s  m y  d i s a b i l i t y  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  
i t .  A l l  m e n  c a n n o t  b e  w i s e  a l i k e ;  i f  
t h e  P a p a c y  c o m p r i s e  t h e  P o p e ,  a n d  a l l  
P a p a l  J u r i s d i c t i o n  a n d  p o w e r ,  w i t h  t h e 
		  sub-

*  J o a n n e s 
Lasitius wrote a 
l a rge work on 
the  Bohemian 
Brethren.  The 
eighth book of 
this work, under 
title, “Historiæ de 
Origins et Rebus 
Gestis Fratrum 
Bohemorum,” 
e t c . ,  w a s 
p u b l i s h e d  b y 
C o m e n i u s  i n 
1649—Ed.

†  Regenuo - 
lsscus, or rather, 
a c c o r d i n g  t o 
his  true name, 
W i n g e r s c l u s , 
was the author 
o f  “ S y s t e m a 
H i s t o r i c o -
Chronologicum 
E c c l e s i a r u m 
Slavonicarum.”—
Ed.
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s u b j e c t i o n  o f  m e n  t h e r e u n t o ;  i f  i t  d e - 
no t e  a l l  t h e  I d o l a t r i e s ,  f a l s e  w o r s h i p ,  a nd  
heres ie s  o f  tha t  s o c i e ty  o f  men;  I  do know  
t h a t  a l l  t h o s e  a r e  c o n f i r m e d  b y  C h u r c h  
A c t s  o f  t h a t  C h u r c h :  a n d  t h a t ,  i n  t h e  
C h u r c h  P u b l i c  s e n s e  o f  t h a t  C h u r c h ,  n o  
man  wa s  a  membe r  o f  i t—bu t  b y  v i r t u e  
o f  t h e  u n i o n  t h a t  c o n s i s t e d  i n  t h a t  P a - 
p a c y ,  i t  b e i n g  p l a c e d  a l w a y s  b y  t h e m  
i n  a l l  t h e i r  d e f i n i t i on s  o f  t h e i r  Chu r ch ;  
a s  a l so ,  that  there was  nei ther  Church Or- 
d e r ,  n o r  C h u r c h  P o w e r ,  n o r  C h u r c h  
A c t ,  n o r  C h u r c h  c o n f e s s i o n ,  n o r  C h u r c h  
Wor s h i p  among s t  t h em ,  bu t  wha t  c on s i - 
sted in that Papacy.

N o w  b e c a u s e  n o t h i n g  d o t h  m o r e  f r e - 
q u e n t l y ,  o c c u r  t h a n  t h e  o b j e c t i o n  o f  
the  d i f f i cu l t y  o f  p l a c ing  the  d i spen s a t ion  
o f  b a p t i s m  o n  a  s u r e  f o o t  o f  a c c o u n t ,  i n  
c a s e  o f  t h e  r e j e c t i o n  o f  a l l  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  
i n f l u e n c e  f r o m  R o m e  i n t o  t h e  m i n i s t r y  
o f  t h e  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s ,  w i t h  t h e  
i n s i nu a t i on  o f  a  s uppo s i t i on  o f  t h e  n on - 
b a p t i z a t i o n  o f  a l l  s u c h ,  a s  d e r i v e  n o t  a  
t i t l e  u n t o  i t ,  b y  t h a t  m e a n s ,  t h e y  w h o  
d o  s o  b e i n g  s u p p o s e d  t o  s t a n d  u p o n  a n 
		  unque- 
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unque s t i onab l e  f ounda t i on ,  I  s h a l l  a  l i t - 
t l e  e x a m i n e  t h e  g r o u n d s  o f  t h e i r  s e c u - 
r i t y ,  a nd  t h en  c ompa r e  t h em  w i t h  wha t  
t h e y  h a v e  t o  p l e a d ,  w h o  r e f u s e  t o  a c - 
k n ow l e d g e  t h e  d e r i v i ng  any  s a p  o r  n ou r i - 
shment from that rotten corrupt stock.

I t  i s ,  I  s uppo s e ,  t a k en  f o r  g r an t ed  t h a t  
a n  u n b a p t i z e d  p e r s o n  c a n  n e v e r  e f f e c t u - 
a l l y  b a p t i z e ,  l e t  h im  r e c e i v e  wha t  o t h e r  
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  s o e v e r  t h a t  a r e  t o  b e  s u - 
p e r a d d e d ,  a s  n e c e s s a r y  t h e r e u n t o .  I f  
t h i s  b e  n o t  s u p p o s e d  t h e  w h o l e  w e i g h t  
o f  t h e  o b j e c t i o n  i m p r o v e d  b y  t h e  w o r s t  
s u p p o s i t i o n  t h a t  c a n  b e  m a d e ,  f a l l s  t o  
t h e  g r o u n d .  I  s h a l l  a l s o  d e s i r e ,  i n  t h e  
n e x t  p l a c e ,  t h a t  a s  we  c anno t  make  t h e  
Pop i s h  b a p t i sm ,  be t t e r  t h an  i t  i s ,  s o ,  t h a t  
w e  w o u l d  n o t  p l e a d  i t  t o  b e  b e t t e r ,  o r  
any  o the r  th an  t h e y  p ro f e s s  i t  t o  be ;  no r  
p r e t end ,  t h a t  t hough  i t  b e  r o t t e n  o r  nu l l  
i n  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n ,  y e t  b y  c o n t i n u a n c e  
a n d  t i m e  i t  m i g h t  o b t a i n  v a l i d i t y  a n d  
s t r e n g t h .  W h e n  t h e  c l a i m  i s  b y  s u c - 
c e s s i o n  f r om su ch  a  s t o c k  o r  r oo t ,  i f  you  
s u p p o s e  o n c e  a  t o t a l  i n t e r c i s i o n  i n  t h e  
succe s s ion  f rom tha t  s tock  o r  roo t ,  the re 
		  is 
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i s  an  u t t e r  end  pu t  t o  t h a t  c l a im ;  l e t  u s  
now con s ide r  how the  c a s e  i s  w i th  them  
from whom this claim is derived.

1 .  I t  i s  n o t o r i o u s l y  k n o w n ,  t h a t  
a m o n g s t  t h e m  t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e  s a c r a - 
ment s  depends  upon  the  in ten t ion  o f  the  
A d m i n i s t r a t o r :  I t  i s  s o  w i t h  t h e m ,  a s  
to  every  th ing they ca l l  a  s ac rament :  now  
t o  t a k e  o n e  s t e p  b a c k w a r d s :  t h a t  b a p - 
t i s m  w i l l  b y  s o m e  o f  o u r s ,  b e  s c a r c e  
a c c o u n t e d  v a l i d ,  w h i c h  i s  n o t  a d m i n i - 
s t e r ed  by  a  l aw f u l  m i n i s t e r ;  s uppo s e  now  
th a t  some  Pop e  o rda in ing  a  Bi s h op  i n  h i s  
s t a b l e  t o  s a t i s f y  a  Who r e ,  h ad  no t  an  i n - 
t en t i on  to  make  h im ,  a  Bi s h o p ,  wh i ch  i s  
n o  r e m o t e  s u r m i s e ;  h e  b e i n g  n o  B i s h o p  
r i g h t l y  o r d a i n e d ,  a l l  t h e  P r i e s t s  b y  h i m  
a f t e r w a r d  c o n s e c r a t e d ,  w e r e  i n d e e d  n o  
p r i e s t s ,  a n d  s o  i n d e e d  h a d  n o  p o w e r  t o  
a dm i n i s t e r  a ny  Sa c r am en t s ,  a nd  s o  con s e - 
q u e n t l y  t h e  b a p t i s m  t h a t  m a y  l i e ,  f o r  
aught  we know, a t  the root  o f  tha t  which  
s ome  o f  u s  p r e t end  un to ,  wa s  o r i g i n a l l y  
a b s o l u t e l y  n u l l  a n d  v o i d ,  a n d  c o u l d  n e - 
v e r  b y  t r a c t  o f  t i m e ,  b e  m a d e  v a l i d ,  o r  
e f f e c t u a l ,  f o r  l i k e  a  m u d d y  f o u n t a i n , 
		  the 
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t he  f a r t he r  i t  goe s ,  t he  more  f i l t h y  i t  i s :  
o r  s u p p o s e  t h a t  a n y  P r i e s t ,  b a p t i z i n g  
o n e  w h o  a f t e r w a r d s  c a m e  t o  b e  P o p e  
f r om whom a l l  Au th o r i t y  i n  t h a t  Chu r ch  
do t h  f l ow  and  i s  d e r i v e d ,  h a d  no  i n t e n - 
t i o n  t o  b a p t i z e  h i m ,  w h a t  w i l l  b e c o m e  
of all that ensues thereon?

I t  i s  e n d l e s s  t o  p u r s u e  t h e  u n c e r t a i n - 
t ies ,  and entanglements ,  that  ensue on thi s  
h e a d  o f  a c c o u n t ;  a n d  s u f f i c i e n t l y  e a s y  
i t  i s  t o  m a n i f e s t ,  t h a t  w h o s o e v e r  r e - 
s o l v e s  h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  g o s p e l  p r i v i l e g e s ,  
i n t o  t h i s  f o u n d a t i o n  c a n  h a v e  n o  a s s u - 
r a n c e  o f  f a i t h ,  n a y ,  n o r  t o l e r a b l y  p r o - 
b a b l e  c o n j e c t u r e  t h a t  h e  i s  b a p t i z e d ,  o r  
wa s  eve r  made  pa r t a k e r  o f  any  o rd in ance  
o f  t h e  g o s p e l .  L e t  t h e m  t h a t  d e l i g h t  
i n  s u ch  t r o u b l e d  w a t e r s ,  s po r t  t h emse l v e s  
i n  t h e m :  f o r  m y  o w n  p a r t ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  
t h e  s t a t e  o f  t h a t  C h u r c h  f o r  s o m e  y e a r s  
i f  n o t  A g e s ,  w h e r e i n  t h e  f o u n t a i n s  o f  
a l l  A u t h o r i t y  a m o n g s t  t h e m ,  w e r e  f u l l  
o f  f i l t h  a n d  b l o o d ,  t h e i r  P o p e s  u p o n  
t h e i r  own  con f e s s i on  b e i ng  mad e ,  s e t  u p  
a nd  pu l l e d  down  a t  t h e  p l e a s u r e  o f  v i l e ,  
i m p u d e n t ,  d o m i n e e r i n g  s t r u m p e t s ,  a n d 
		  and 
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s u p p l y i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h  o f f i c e r s  a l l  
t h e  w o r l d  o v e r  o f  t h e  s a m e  s p i r i t ,  a n d  
s t amp  w i t h  t h emse l v e s ,  a nd  t h a t  f o r  t h e  
m o s t  p a r t  f o r  h i r e ,  b e i n g  i n  t h e  m e a n  
t i m e  a l l  I d o l a t e r s  t o  a  m a n ;  I  a m  n o t  
w i l l i n g  t o  g r an t  t h a t  t h e i r  Good  a n d  u p - 
r i g h t  i n t en t i on  i s  n ece s s a r y  t o  be  suppo- 
s e d  a s  a  t h i n g  r e q u i s i t e  u n t o  m y  i n t e - 
r e s t  i n  a n y  p r i v i l e g e  o f  t h e  G o s p e l  o f  
Christ.

2 .  I t  i s  a n  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  d e t e r m i n a - 
t i o n  o f  i r r e f r a g a b l e  A u t h o r i t y  a m o n g s t  
t h e m ,  t h a t  w h o s o e v e r  h e  b e  t h a t  a d m i - 
n i s t e r s  b a p t i sm ,  s o  h e  u s e  t h e  ma t t e r  a nd  
f o r m ,  t h a t  b a p t i s m  i s  G o o d  a n d  v a l i d  
a n d  n o t  t o  b e  r e i t e r a t e d ;  y e a ,  P o p e  N i - 
c h o l a s  i n  h i s  R e s o l u t i o n s  a n d  d e t e r m i - 
n a t i o n s  u p o n  t h e  i n q u i r y  o f  t h e  B u l g a - 
r i a n s ,  ( w h o s e  d e c r e e s  a r e  a u t h e n t i c  
a nd  r e co rded  i n  t h e i r  Coun c i l s ,  Tom:  2 .  
C r a b b :  p .  1 4 4 ) ,  d e c l a r e s  t h e  j u d g e m e n t  
o f  t h a t  C h u r c h  t o  t h e  f u l l :  T h e y  t e l l  
h i m ,  t h a t  m a n y  i n  t h e i r  N a t i o n  w e r e  
b a p t i z e d  b y  a n  u n k n o w n  p e r s o n ,  a  J e w  
o r  a  P a g a n  t h e y  k n e w  n o t  w h e t h e r ;  a n d  
e n q u i r e  o f  h i m ,  w h e t h e r  t h e y  w e r e  t o 
		  be 
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b e  r e b a p t i z e d  o r  n o ;  w h e r e u n t o  h e  a n - 
s w e r s :  s i  i n  n o m i n e  S .  S .  T r i n i t a t i s ,  v e l  
t a n t u m  i n  C h r i s t i  n o m i n e ,  s i c u t  i n  A c t i s  
Ap o s t o l o r um  l e g imu s ,  b a p t i z a t i  s u n t ,  u num  
q u i p p e  i d e m q u e  e s t ,  u t  S .  A m b r o s i u s  e x - 
p r e s s i t ,  c on s t a t  e o s  d enuo  non  e s s e  bap t izan- 
do s :  i f  they  were  bap t iz ed  in  the  name o f  
t h e  T r i n i t y  o r  o f  Ch r i s t ,  t h ey  a r e  no t  t o  
b e  b a p t i z e d  a g a i n .  L e t  a  b l a s p h e m o u s  
J e w  o r  P a g a n  d o  i t ,  s o  i t  b e  d o n e  t h e  
w o r k  i s  w r o u g h t ,  g r a c e  c o n v e y e d ,  a n d  
b a p t i s m  v a l i d .  T h e  c o n s t a n t  p r a c t i c e  
o f  w o m e n  b a p t i z i n g  a m o n g s t  t h e m ,  i s  
o f  t h e  s a m e  i m p o r t :  a n d  w h a t  d o t h  M r  
C a w d r e y  t h i n k  o f  t h i s  k i n d  o f  B a p t i s m ?  
I s  i t  n o t  w o r t h  t h e  c o n t e n d i n g  a b o u t ,  
t o  p l a c e  i t  i n  t h e  d e r i v e d  s u c c e s s i on  o f  
o u r s ?  w h o  k n o w s  b u t  t h a t  s o m e  o f  
t h e s e  p e r s o n s ,  b a p t i z e d  b y  a  c o u n t e r f e i t  
i m p o s t o r ,  o n  p u r p o s e  t o  a b u s e  a n d  d e - 
f i l e  t h e  i n s t i t u t i on s  o f  ou r  b l e s s ed  S av i - 
o u r ,  m i g h t  c o m e  t o  b e  b a p t i z e r s  t h e m - 
s e l v e s ,  y e a ,  B i s h o p s ,  o r  P o p e s ;  f r o m  
w h o m  a l l  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  A u t h o r i t y  w a s  
t o  b e  d e r i v e d ;  a n d  w h a t  e v i d e n c e  o r  
c e r t a i n t y  c a n  a n y  m a n  h a v e ,  t h a t  h i s 
		  baptism 
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b a p t i s m  d o t h  n o t  f l o w  f r o m  t h i s  f o u n - 
tain.

3 .  N a y ,  u p o n  t h e  G e n e r a l  a c c o u n t ,  
i f  t h i s  h e  r e q u i r e d  a s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t h e  
admin i s t r a t ion  o f  tha t  o rd inance ,  tha t  he  
t h a t  d o t h  b a p t i z e ,  b e  r i g h t l y  a n d  e f f e - 
c t u a l l y  b a p t i z e d  h i m s e l f ;  w h o  c a n  i n  
f a i t h  b r i ng  an  i n f an t  t o  any ,  t o  b e  b ap - 
t i z e d ,  u n l e s s  h e  h i m s e l f  s a w  t h a t  p e r - 
son rightly baptized?

A s  t o  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  B a p t i s m  t h e n ,  
w e  a r e  n o  m o r e  c o n c e r n e d ,  t h a n  a s  t o  
t h a t  o f  O r d i n a t i o n ;  b y  w h a t  w a y s  o r  
m e a n s  s o e v e r  a n y  m a n  c o m e s  t o  b e  a  
m i n i s t e r ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  m i n d  o f  J e - 
s u s  C h r i s t ;  b y  t h a t  w a y  a n d  m e a n s  h e  
comes to have the power for a due admini- 
s t r a t i o n  o f  t h a t  o r d i n a n c e :  c o n c e r n i n g  
w h i c h  s t a t e  o f  t h i n g s ,  o u r  A u t h o r  m a y  
d o  w e l l  t o  c o n s u l t  B e z a  i n  t h e  p l a c e  
m e n t i o n e d .  M a n y  o t h e r  p a s s a g e s  t h e r e  
a r e  i n  t h i s  C h a p t e r ,  t h a t  m i g h t  b e  r e - 
m a r k e d ,  a n d  a  r e t u r n  e a s i l y  m a d e  a c - 
c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  d e s e r t  o f  u n t r u t h  a n d  
i m p e r t i n e n c y ;  b u t  t h e  i n s i s t i n g  o n  s u c h  
t h i n g s ,  l ook s  mo r e  l i k e  ch i l d r en ’ s  p l a y -
		  ing 
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i n g  a t  p u s h p i n ,  t h an  t h e  man ag emen t  o f  
a  s e r i o u s  d i s p u t a t i o n :  T a k e  a n  i n s t a n c e ;  
p a g .  2 3 ,  h e  s e e m s  t o  b e  m u c h  o f f e n - 
ded  w i th  my  commend ing  h im;  and  t e l l s  
m e ,  a s  J e r o m e  s a i d  o f  R u f i n u s ,  I  w r o n g  
h i m  w i t h  p r a i s e s ;  w h e n  y e t  t h e  u t m o s t  
I  s a y  o f  h i m  i s ,  t h a t  I  h a d  r e c e i v e d  a  
b e t t e r  c h a r a c t e r  o f  h i m ,  t h a n  h e  h a d  g i - 
v e n  o f  h i m s e l f  i n  h i s  b o o k ,  p .  1 0 .  
a n d  t h a t  h i s  p r o c e e d i n g  w a s  u n b e c o m - 
ing  h i s  wo r t h ,  g r a v i t y ,  and  p r o f e s s i on ,  p ag .  
4 6 .  o r  s o  G r a v e  a nd  Reve r end  a  p e r s on  
a s  he  i s  r epor ted  to  be ,  pag .  121 .  where- 
i n  i t  s e ems  I  h ave  t r an s g r e s s ed  t he  ru l e ,  
Mªpot’ e‚ úrdein göronta.

T h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  h i s  s e c o n d  C h a p t e r  
i s  t o  m a k e  g o o d  h i s  f o r m e r  c h a r g e  o f  
m y  i n c o n s t a n c y  a n d  i n c o n s i s t e n c y  w i t h  
m y s e l f  a s  t o  m y  f o r m e r  a n d  p r e s e n t  o - 
p in ions ,  which he had p laced in  the Fron- 
t i s p i e c e  o f  h i s  o t h e r  T r e a t i s e .  T h e  I m - 
p e r t i n e n c y  o f  t h i s  C h a p t e r  h a d  b e e n  
i n to l e r ab l e ,  bu t  t h a t  t h e  l o o s e  d i s cou r s e s  
o f  i t  a r e  r e l i eved  by  a  s c h eme  o f  my  s e l f - 
C o n t r a d i c t i o n s ,  i n  t h e  c l o s e .  H i s  d e s i g n ,  
h e  p ro f e s s e t h ,  i n  h i s  f o rm e r  d i s c o u r s e  wa s 
	 d	 not 
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n o t  t o  b l a s t  m y  R e p u t a t i o n ,  o r  t o  c a u s e  
m y  p e r s o n  t o  s u f f e r ,  b u t  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  
p r e v a l e n c y  o f  m y  w a y  b y  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  
o f  my  p e r s o n ,  Tha t  i s ,  i t  wa s  no t  h i s  i n - 
t e n t i o n ,  i t  w a s  o n l y  h i s  i n t e n t i o n  f o r  
s u c h  a  p u r p o s e !  I  b l e s s  m y  G o d  I  h a v e  
good  s e cu r i t y ,  t h rough  g r a c e ,  t h a t  whe- 
t h e r  h e ,  o r  o t h e r s  l i k e - m i n d e d  w i t h  
h i m s e l f ,  i n t e n d  a n y  s u c h  t h i n g  o r  n o ,  
i n  t h o s e  p r o c e e d i n g s  o f  h i s  a n d  t h e i r s ,  
wh i ch  s e emed  t o  h av e  i n  t h e i r  own  n a - 
t u r e  a  t e n d e n c y  t h e r e u n t o ,  m y  r e p u - 
t a t i o n  s h a l l  y e t  b e  p r e s e r v e d  i n  t h a t  s t a t e  
a n d  c o n d i t i o n  a s  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  a c c o m - 
p a n y  me  i n  t h e  du t i e s  a nd  wo rk s  o f  my  
g e n e r a t i o n ,  t h a t  I  s h a l l ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  
h a n d  o f  G o d ,  b e  c a l l e d  o u t  u n t o .  A n d  
t h e r e f o r e ,  b e i n g  p r ep a r ed  i n  s ome  mea - 
s u r e  t o  g o  t h r o u g h  g o o d  r e p o r t  a n d  b a d  
r e p o r t ,  I  s h a l l  g i v e  h i m  a s s u r a n c e ,  t h a t  
I  a m  v e r y  l i t t l e  c o n c e r n e d  i n  s u c h  a t - 
t e m p t s ,  f r o m  w h a t e v e r  i n t e n t i o n  t h e y  
do  p roceed ;  On ly  I  mus t  need s  t e l l  h im,  
t h a t  h e  c o n s u l t e d  n o t  h i s  o w n  r e p u t a t i - 
o n  w i t h  p e a c e a b l e  g od l y  men ,  wh a t e v e r  
e l s e  h e  o m i t t e d ,  i n  t h e  e n s u i n g  C o m -
		  paring 
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p a r i n g  o f  m e  t o  t h e  s e d u c e r s  i n  J u d e ,  
c a l l e d  wand e r i n g  P l a n e t s ,  f o r  t h e i r  i n c o n - 
s t a n c y  a nd  i n c o n s i s t e n c y  w i t h  t h emse l v e s ,  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  e x p o s i t i o n  t h a t  w a s  
needful for the present turn.

B u t  s e e i n g  t h e  S c h e m e  a t  t h e  c l o s e  
mu s t  b e a r  t h e  we i gh t  o f  t h i s  ch a r g e ,  l e t  
u s  b r i e f l y  s ee  wha t  i t  amount s  un to ,  and  
whether  i t  be  a  su f f i c i en t  ba s i s  o f  the  su- 
perstruction that i s  ra i sed  upon it ;  Hence i t  
i s  t h a t  m y  i n c o n s i s t e n c y  w i t h  m y s e l f ,  
m u s t  b e  r e m a r k e d  i n  t h e  t i t l e  p a g e  o f  
h i s  f i r s t  t r e a t i s e ;  f r o m  h e n c e  m u s t  m y  
A u t h o r i t y  ( w h i c h  w h a t  i t  i s  I  k n o w  
n o t )  b e  i m p a i r e d ,  a n d  m y s e l f  b e  C o m - 
p a r e d  t o  c u r s e d  A p o s t a t e s  a n d  S e d u c e r s ,  
a n d  g r e a t  t r i u m p h  b e  m a d e  u p o n  m y  
self inconsistency.

T h e  C o n t r a d i c t i o n s  p r e t e n d e d  a r e  
t a k e n  o u t  o f  t w o  b o o k s ,  t h e  o n e  w r i t - 
t e n  i n  t h e  y e a r  1 6 4 3 .  T h e  o t h e r  i n  
1656. and are as follow.

H e  s p a k e  o f  R o m e  a s  a  
C o l l a p s e d ,  C o r r u p t e d  C h u r c h - 
state. p. 40.

H e  s a y s  R o m e  w e  a c 
c o u n t  n o  C h u r c h  a t  a l l .  p .  
156.

	 d 2	 Crimen 
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C r i m e n  i n a u d i t u m ,  C .  C æ s a r ;  i s  i t  
m e e t  t h a t  a n y  o n e  s h o u l d  b e  t o l e r a t e d ,  
t h a t  i s  t h u s  w o e f u l l y  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  
h i m s e l f ?  w h a t !  s p e a k  o f  R o m e  a s  a  
C o l l a p s e d  C h u r c h  i n  I t a l y ,  a n d  w i t h i n  
t h i r t e e n  o r  f o u r t e e n  y e a r s  a f t e r  t o  
s a y  i t  i s  n o  C h u r c h  a t  a l l ;  w e l l !  t h o u g h  
I  m a y  s a y  t h e r e  i s  i n d e e d  n o  C o n t r a d i - 
c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e s e  A s s e r t i o n s ,  s e e i n g  
i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p l a c e  I  s p e a k  o f  R o m e  a s  
t h a t  C h u r c h  i s  s t a t e d  b y  t h e m s e l v e s ,  
w h e n  y e t  I  a c k n o w l e d g e  t h e r e  m a y  b e  
c o r r u p t e d  C h u r c h e s  b o t h  i n  R o m e  a n d  I - 
t a l y ,  i n  t he  s ame  Tre a t i s e ;  Yea  I  do  no t  
f i n d  t h a t  i n  t h e  p l a c e  d i r e c t e d  u n t o ,  I  
h a v e  i n  t e r m s ,  o r  i n  j u s t  c o n s e q u e n c e  a t  
a l l  g r a n t e d  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  R o m e  t o  b e  a  
C o l l a p s e d  C h u r c h :  n a y ,  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  
R o m e  i s  n o t  o n c e  m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h e  
w h o l e  p a g e ,  n o r  a s  s u c h  i s  s p o k e n  o f :  
and  wha t  sha l l  we  th ink  o f  th i s  p roceed- 
i n g ?  B u t  y e t  I  w i l l  n o t  s o  f a r  o f f e n d  
ag a in s t  my  s en se  o f  my  own  weakn e s s ,  i g - 
n o r a n c e  a nd  f r a i l t y ,  a s  t o  u s e  a ny  d e f en - 
s a t i v e  a g a i n s t  t h i s  C h a r g e .  L e t  i t  p a s s  
a t  a n y  r a t e  t h a t  a n y  s o b e r  m a n ,  f r e e d 
		  from 
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f r o m  p r i d e ,  p a s s i o n ,  s e l f - f u l n e s s ,  a n d  
prejudice, shall be pleased to put upon it; 

— — – d ù  – r Ó n  t o ‡ j  n “ m o u j 
LÖan ¢kribÓj, sukof£nthj faÖnetai.

B u t  t h e  s e c o n d  i n s t a n c e  w i l l  m a k e  a - 
m end s ,  a nd  t a k e  mo r e  o f  t h e  we i gh t  o f  
t h i s  Ch a r g e  upon  i t s  s hou l d e r s :  T ak e  i t  
then as it lies in its triple Column.

G i f t s  i n  t h e  
P e r s o n ,  a n d  c o n - 
s e n t  o f  p e o p l e ,  i s  
wa r ran t  enough to  
make a man a prea- 
c h e r  i n  a n  e x t r a - 
ordinary Case? on- 
l y  p a g .  1 5 .  a n d  
pag. 40. 

Denying our  o r - 
dinat ion to be suf- 
f i c i en t ,  he  says  he  
m a y  h a v e  t h a t  
which indeed Con- 
s t i tu t e s  h im a mi- 
n i s t e r ,  v i z :  Gi f t s  
and submis s ion by  
the People p. 198.

I  am punc tua l l y  
o f  t h e  s ame  m ind  
still p. 40. Yet had  
s a i d  i n  h i s  f i r s t  
b ook  p .  46 .  a s  t o  
f o rma l  t e a ch ing  i s  
requi red,  1.  Gifts ,  
2 .  Autho r i t y  f r om  
the Church, if he do  
not equivocate.

I  m u s t  C o n f e s s  I  a m  h e r e  a t  a  s t a n d ,  
t o  f i n d  o u t  t h e  p r e t e n d e d  C o n t r a d i - 
c t i o n ;  e s p e c i a l l y  l a y i n g  a s i d e  t h e  w o r d  
on l y  i n  the  f i r s t  Co lumn  wh ich  i s  h i s  and  
no t  m ine .  By  a  Pr e a c h e r  i n  the  f i r s t  P l a c e  
I  i n t e n d  a  m i n i s t e r :  G i f t s  a n d  C o n s e n t  
o r  s u bm i s s i o n  o f  t h e  P eop l e ,  I  a f f i rm  i n  
b o t h  p l a c e s  t o  b e  s u f f i c i e n t ,  t o  c o n s t i t u t e  
a  man  a  min i s t e r  i n  e x t r ao rd i n a r y  Ca s e s ; 
	 d 3	 That 
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Th a t  i s ,  when  impo s i t i o n  o f  h a n d s  b y  a  
P r e s b y t e r y  m a y  n o t  b e  o b t a i n e d  i n  d u e  
o r d e r ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  
J e s u s  C h r i s t .  T h a t  t h e  C o n s e n t  a n d  s u b - 
m i s s i on  o f  the  peop le ,  which  inc lude  Ele - 
c t i on ,  have  no th ing  o f  Author i t y  in  them  
I  n e v e r  s a i d :  t h e  s up e r a dded  Ac t  o f  t h e  
imp o s i t i o n  o f  h and s  by  a  P r e s b y t e r y ,  when  
i t  may  be  r egu l a r l y  ob t a ined ,  i s  a l s o  ne- 
c e s s a r y .  B u t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a n y  C o n t r a d i - 
c t i o n  i n  m y  w o r d s ,  ( a l t h o u g h ,  i n  t r u t h  
they  a re  not  my words  but  an  undue co l- 
lect ion f rom them) or  in th i s  Author ’ s  in- 
f e r en c e  f r om  th em ,  o r  a ny  co l ou r  o f  E- 
q u i v o c a t i o n ,  I  p r o f e s s  I  c a n n o t  d i s c e r n :  
in this place Mr Cawdrey oŸk áden, ¢ll’ ôd“- 
khsen —deãn di¶ n⁄kta selªnhn. Pass we to  
the third.

H e  m a d e  t h e  U n i o n  o f  
C h r i s t  a n d  b e l i e v e r s  t o  b e  
mystical, pag. 21.

H e  m a k e s  t h e  U n i o n  
t o  b e  P e r s o n a l ,  p a g .  9 4 ,  
95.

I  w i s h  o u r  R e v e r e n d  A u t h o r  f o r  h i s  
own  s a k e ,  h a d  om i t t e d  t h i s  I n s t a n c e ;  b e - 
cause  I  am enforced ,  in  mine own ne c e s s a - 
r y  d e f e n c e  t o  l e t  h i m  k n o w ,  t h a t  w h a t 
		  he 
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he  a s s i gn s  to  me  in  h i s  s e c ond  Co lumn ,  i s  
n o t o r i o u s l y  f a l s e ,  d e n i e d  a n d  d i s p r o v e d ,  
b y  m e  i n  t h e  v e r y  p l a c e ,  a n d  T r e a t i s e  
w h e r e i n  I  h a v e  h a n d l e d  t h e  D o c t r i n e  
o f  t h e  I n dw e l l i n g  o f  t h e  S p i r i t ;  a nd  whe - 
t h e r  h e  w i l l  h e a r  o r  f o r b e a r ,  I  c a n n o t  
b u t  t e l l  h i m ,  t h a t  t h i s  k i n d  o f  d e a l i n g ,  
i s  u n w o r t h y  h i s  c a l l i n g  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n .  
H i s  f o l l o w i n g  D e d u c t i o n s  a n d  I n f e - 
r e n c e s ,  w h e r e b y  h e  e n d e a v o u r s  t o  g i v e  
c oun t en an c e  t o  t h i s  f a l s e  a n d  c a l umn i o u s  
c h a r g e ,  a r i s e  f r om  i gno r an c e  o f  t h e  Do- 
c t r i n e  t h a t  h e  s e e k s  t o  b l e m i s h  a n d  o p - 
p o s e .  T h o u g h  t h e  s a m e  s p i r i t  d w e l l  i n  
C h r i s t  a n d  u s ,  y e t  H e  m a y  h a v e  h i m  i n  
f u l n e s s ,  w e  i n  m e a s u r e ;  F u l n e s s  a n d  
m e a s u r e  r e l a t i n g  t o  h i s  C o m m u n i c a t i o n  
o f  G r a c e s  a n d  G i f t s ,  w h i c h  a r e  a r b i t r a - 
r y  t o  h im ;  i n dw e l l i n g  t o  h i s  p e r s on :  t h a t  
t h e  S p i r i t  a n i m a t e s  t h e  C a t h o l i c  
C h u r c h ,  a n d  i s  t h e  A u t h o r  o f  i t s  s p i - 
r i t u a l  l i f e  b y  a  v o l u n t a r y  a c t  o f  h i s  
p owe r ,  a s  t h e  s o u l  g i v e s  l i f e  t o  t h e  bo - 
d y  b y  a  n e c e s s a r y  a c t ,  b y  v i r t u e  o f  i t s  
un ion ,—fo r  l i f e  i s  a c t u s  v i v i f i c a n t i s  i n  v i - 
v i f i c a t u m  p e r  u n i o n e m  u t r i u s q u e ,  i s  t h e 
	 d 4	 Common
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C o m m o n  D o c t r i n e  o f  D i v i n e s .  B u t  
y e t  t h e  s o u l  b e i n g  u n i t e d  t o  t h e  b o d y ,  
a s  p a r s  E s s e n t i a l i s  s u p p o s i t i ,  a nd  t h e  s p i - 
r i t  dwe l l ing  in  the  Pe r s on  a s  a  f r ee  inha- 
b i t a n t ,  t h e  u n i o n  b e t w e e n  C h r i s t  a n d  
t h e  P e r s o n  i s  no t  o f  t h e  s ame  k i n d  w i t h  
t h e  un ion  o f  s o u l  a n d  Body ;  l e t  ou r  Au- 
t h o r  C o n s u l t  Z a n c h y  o n  t h e  s e c o n d  o f  
the  Ephes i an s ,  and  he  wi l l  not  r e p en t  h im  
o f  h i s  l a b ou r ;  o r ,  i f  he  p l e a s e ,  an  Author  
w h o m  I  f i n d  h i m  o f t e n  c i t i n g ,  n a m e l y ,  
B i s h o p  H a l l ,  a b o u t  u n i o n  w i t h  C h r i s t .  
And  f o r  my  Conce rnmen t  i n  t h i s  ch a r ge  
I  s h a l l  s u b j o i n  t h e  w o r d s  f r o m  w h e n c e  
i t  m u s t  b e  t a k e n ,  P a g .  1 9 3  o f  m y  b o o k  
of Perseverance.*

1 .  T h e  f i r s t  s i g n a l  I s s u e  a n d  e f f e c t  
w h i c h  i s  a s c r i b e d  t o  t h i s  I n d w e l l i n g  o f  t h e  
S p i r i t  i s  U n i o n ;  n o t  a  P e r s o n a l  U n i o n  
w i t h  h i m s e l f ,  w h i c h  i s  i m p o s s i b l e :  H e  
d o t h  n o t  a s s u m e  o u r  n a t u r e s ,  a n d  s o  p r e - 
v e n t  o u r  P e r s o n a l i t y ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  m a k e  
u s  o n e  p e r s o n  w i t h  h im ,  b u t  dw e l l s  i n  o u r  
p e r s o n s ,  k e e p i n g  h i s  o w n ,  a n d  l e a v i n g  
u s  o u r  P e r s o n a l i t y  i n f i n i t e l y  d i s t i n c t ;  B u t  
it is a spiritual Union; the great union 
		  men-

* See vol. xi. of Owen’s works, chap. viii.



	 a defence of mr john cotton	 57

m e n t i o n e d  s o  o f t e n  i n  t h e  G o s p e l ,  t h a t  i s  
t h e  s o l e  F o u n t a i n  o f  o u r  B l e s s e d n e s s ;  o u r  
U n i o n  w i t h  t h e  L o r d  C h r i s t ,  w h i c h  w e  
h a v e  t h e r e b y .  M a n y  t h o u g h t s  o f  h e a r t  
t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  a b o u t  t h i s  U n i o n ;  w h a t  i t  
i s ,  w h e r e i n  i t  d o t h  c o n s i s t ,  t h e  c a u s e s ,  
m a n n e r ,  a n d  E f f e c t s  o f  i t ;  T h e  S c r i p - 
t u r e  e x p r e s s e s  i t  t o  b e  v e r y  E m i n e n t ,  
n e a r ,  d u r a b l e ,  s e t t i n g  i t  o u t ,  f o r  t h e  
m o s t  p a r t ,  b y  s i m i l i t u d e s ,  a n d  M e t a p h o - 
r i c a l  I l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  t o  l e a d  p o o r  w e a k  
C r e a t u r e s  i n t o  s o m e  u s e f u l  n e e d f u l  a c - 
q u a i n t an c e  w i t h  t h a t  My s t e r y ,  who s e  d e p t h s  
i n  t h i s  l i f e ,  t h e y  s h a l l  n e v e r  f a t h om .  Th a t  
m a n y ,  i n  t h e  d a y s  w h e r e i n  w e  l i v e ,  h a v e  
m i s c a r r i e d  i n  t h e i r  c o n c e p t i o n s  o f  i t ,  i s  
e v i d e n t ;  s o m e  t o  m a k e  o u t  t h e i r  I m a g i - 
n a r y  U n i o n  h a v e  d e s t r o y e d  t h e  p e r s o n  o f  
Ch r i s t ,  a n d  f a n c y i n g  a  w a y  o f  u n i t i n g  man  
t o  G o d  b y  h i m ,  h a v e  l e f t  h i m  t o  b e  n e i - 
t h e r  G o d  n o r  M a n .  O t h e r s  h a v e  d e s t r o y - 
e d  t h e  P e r s o n  o f  B e l i e v e r s ,  a f f i r m i n g  t h a t  
i n  t h e i r  Un i o n  w i t h  Ch r i s t ,  t h e y  l o s e  t h e i r  
own  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  t h a t  i s ,  c e a s e  t o  b e  Men :  
o r  a t  l e a s t ,  t h o s e ,  a r e  t h e s e  I n d i v i d u a l  
men.
		  I 
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I  i n t e n d  n o t  n o w  t o  h a n d l e  i t  a t  l a r g e ,  
b u t  o n l y  ( a n d  t h a t  I  h o p e  w i t h o u t  o f f e n c e )  
t o  g i v e  i n  m y  t h o u g h t s  c o n c e r n i n g  i t ,  a s  
f a r  a s  i t  r e c e i v e t h  l i g h t  f r o m ,  a n d  r e - 
l a t e t h  u n t o ,  w h a t  h a t h  b e e n  b e f o r e  d e l i - 
v e r e d ,  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  I n d w e l l i n g  o f  t h e  
Sp i r i t ,  and  t ha t  w i t hou t  t h e  l e a s t  c on t end ing  
a b o u t  o t h e r  w a y s  o f  E x p r e s s i o n .  S o  f a r  
there, with much more to the purpose; and  
i n  t he  ve ry  p l a c e  o f  my  book  o f  S ch i sm ,  
r e f e r r e d  t o  b y  t h i s  A u t h o r ,  I  a f f i r m  
a s  t h e  h e a d  o f  w h a t  I  a s s e r t ,  t h a t  b y  
t h e  i n dwe l l i n g  o f  t h e  s p i r i t ,  Ch r i s t  p e r - 
s o n a l  a n d  h i s  C h u r c h  d o  b e c o m e  o n e  
Chr i s t  mys t i c a l ,  1   Cor in t h i an s  12 :12 .  The  
v e r y  e x p r e s s i o n  i n s i s t e d  o n  b y  h i m ,  i n  
m y  f o r m e r  T r e a t i s e ;  a n d  s o  y o u  h a v e  
a n  i s s u e  o f  t h i s  s e l f - C o n t r a d i c t i o n ,  c o n - 
c e r n i n g  w h i c h ,  t h o u g h  r e p o r t s  b e  u r - 
g e d  f o r  s o m e  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  M r  C a w - 
d r e y  m i g h t  h a v e  s a i d  w h a t  L u c i a n  d o t h  
of his true History; gr£fw toÖnun perà Ôn  
mht’ eçdon, mht’ úpaqon, mªtj par’ •llwn ôpuqì- 
mhn.
		  Let
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L e t  u s ,  t h e n ,  c o n s i d e r  t h e  4 t h ,  w h i c h  
is thus Placed.

1 .  I n  e x - 
t r a o r d i n a r y  c a - 
s e s  e v e r y  o n e  
t h a t  u n d e r - 
t a k e s  t o  p r e a c h  
t h e  G o s p e l  
m u s t  h a v e  a n  
i m m e d i a t e  
C a l l  f r o m  G o d  
pag. 28.

2. Yet required  
no more of before  
but the Gifts and Con- 
s en t  o f  the  Peop l e  
which are ordinary,  
and media t e  Cal l s  
p .  1 5 .  n e i t h e r  i s  
h e r e  a n y  n e e d  o r  
use  o f  an immedi- 
ate call, p. 53. 

3. To assure a man  
that he is extraordi- 
narily called, he gives  
three ways, 1. Immedi- 
ate revelation, 2. Con- 
currence of Scripture  
rule. 3. Some outward  
ac t s  o f  Providence.  
The two last where- 
of are mediate Calls,  
pag. 30.

A l l  t h a t  i s  h e r e  r e m a r k e d  a n d  C a s t  i n - 
to three Columns,  I  know not wel l  why, i s  
t a ken  ou t  o f  t h a t  on e  T r e a t i s e  o f  t h e  du - 
ty  o f  Pas t o r s  and Peop l e .  And could  I  g ive  
m y s e l f  t h e  l e a s t  A s s u r a n c e  t h a t  a n y  o n e  
w o u l d  s o  f a r  c o n c e r n  h i m s e l f  i n  
t h i s  C h a r g e ,  a s  t o  C o n s u l t  t h e  P l a c e s  
f rom whence  the  word s  a r e  P re tended  to  
b e  t a k e n ,  t o  s e e  w h e t h e r  t h e r e  b e  a n y  
t h i n g  i n  t h e m  t o  a n s w e r  t h e  c r y  t h a t  i s  
m a d e ,  I  s h o u l d  s p a r e  m y s e l f  t h e  l a - 
bou r  o f  a dd i ng  any  one  s y l l a b l e  t owa rd s  
t h e i r  v i n d i c a t i o n ,  a n d  m i g h t  m o s t  s a f e -
		  ly 
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l y  s o  d o ,  t h e r e  b e i n g  n o t  t h e  l e a s t  c o - 
l o u r  o f  o p p o s i t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  t h i n g s  
s p o k e n  o f .  I n  b r i e f ,  E x t r a o r d i n a r y  C a - 
s e s  a r e  no t  a l l  o f  one  so r t  and  na tu re ;  in  
s o m e  a n  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  c a l l  m a y  b e  r e - 
q u i r e d ,  i n  s o m e  n o t .  E x t r a o r d i n a r y  
c a l l s  a r e  no t  a l l  o f  on e  k i nd  a nd  n a t u r e  
n e i t h e r ;  s o m e  m a y  b e  i m m e d i a t e  f r o m  
God  i n  t he  way s  t he r e  by  me  de s c r i b ed ;  
s o m e  c a l l s  m a y  b e  s a i d  t o  b e  e x t r a o r d i - 
n a r y ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  d o  i n  s o m e  t h i n g s  
c o m e  s h o r t  o f ,  o r  g o  b e y o n d  t h e  o r d i - 
n a r y  r u l e  t h a t  o u g h t  t o  b e  o b s e r v e d  i n  
w e l l  C o n s t i t u t e d  C h u r c h e s .  A g a i n ,  
c o n c u r r e n c e  o f  S c r i p t u r e  r u l e s  a n d  a c t s  o f  
ou twa rd  P rov idence ,  may  be  such  some- 
t ime s  a s  a r e  su i t ed  to  an  o r d i n a r y ,  s ome- 
t i m e s  t o  a n  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  C a l l ;  A l l  
wh ich  a r e  a t  l a r g e  un fo lded  in  the  P l a ce s  
d i r e c t e d  u n t o  b y  o u r  A u t h o r ,  a n d  a l l  
l a i d  i n  the i r  own  o r d e r ,  w i thou t  the  l e a s t  
s h a d o w  o f  C o n t r a d i c t i o n .  B u t  i t  m a y  
s o m e t i m e s  b e  s a i d  o f  g o o d  m e n  a s  t h e  
S a t i r i s t  s a i d  o f  e v i l  W o m e n ;  f o r t e m  a - 
n i m u m  p r æ s t a n t  r e b u s  q u a s  t u r p i t e r  a u - 
dent. Go we to the next.
		  1 The 
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1. The Church Go- 
vernment from which  
I desire not to wander  
is the Presbyterial.

2 .  H e  n o w  
i s  e n g a g e d  i n  
t h e  i n d e p e n - 
dent way. 

3. Is settled in that  
way, which he is  
ready to maintain  
and knows it will  
b e  f o u n d  h i s  
r e j o i c i ng  i n  t h e  
d ay  o f  t h e  Lo rd  
Jesus.

H i n c  m i h i  s o l a  m a l i  l a b e s :  T h i s  i s  t h a t  
i n e x p i a b l e  c r i m e  t h a t  I  l a b o u r  u n d e r ;  
n  a c coun t  o f  t h i s  who l e  bu s i n e s s  I  h av e  
g i v e n  i n  my  r e v i ew ,  s o  t h a t  I  s h a l l  n o t  
h e r e  t r o u b l e  t h e  r e a d e r  w i t h  a  r e p e t i - 
t ion  o f  wha t  he  i s  so  l i t t l e  concerned  in .  
I  s h a l l  on l y  add ,  t h a t  whe r e a s  I  s uppo s e  
M r  C a w d r e y  d i d  s u b s c r i b e  u n t o  t h e  3 9  
A r t i c l e s  a t  h i s  Ord in a t i on ;  we r e  i t  o f  a - 
n y  conc e rnmen t  t o  t h e  Chu r ch  o f  God ,  
o r  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t r u t h ,  o r  w e r e  i t  a  
C o m e l y  a n d  a  C h r i s t i a n  p a r t  t o  e n g a g e  
i n  s u c h  a  w o r k ,  I  c o u l d  m a n i f e s t  C o n - 
t r a d i c t i o n s ,  b e t w e e n  w h a t  h e  t h e n  s o - 
l e m n l y  s u b s c r i b e d  t o ,  a n d  w h a t  h e  h a t h  
s i n c e  w r i t t e n  a n d  P r e a c h e d ,  m a n i f o l d  
a b o v e  w h a t  h e  i s  a b l e  t o  d r a w  o u t  o f  
t h i s  a l t e r a t i o n  o f  m y  J u d g e m e n t .  B e  i t 
		  here 
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here  then  dec l a red ,  tha t  wherea s  I  some- 
t i m e  a p p r e h e n d e d  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a l ,  S y - 
n o d i c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  C h u r c h e s ,  t o  
h a v e  b e e n  f i t  t o  b e  r e c e i v e d  a n d  w a l k e d  
i n ,  ( t h e n ,  w h e n  I  k n e w  n o t  b u t  t h a t  
i t  a n s w e r e d  t h o s e  p r i n c i p l e s  w h i c h ,  I  
h ad  t a k en  up ,  upon  my  be s t  i nqu i r y  i n - 
t o  t h e  wo rd  o f  God ) ,  I  now  p ro f e s s  my  
s e l f  t o  b e  s a t i s f i e d ,  t h a t  I  w a s  t h e n  u n - 
d e r  a  m i s t a k e ;  a n d  t h a t  I  d o  n o w  o w n ,  
a n d  h a v e  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s  l i v e d  i n  t h e  
w a y  a n d  p r a c t i c e  o f  t h a t  c a l l e d  C o n g r e - 
g a t i o n a l .  A n d  f o r  t h i s  A l t e r a t i o n  o f  
J u d g e m e n t ,  o f  a l l  m e n ,  I  f e a r  l e a s t  a  
C h a r g e  f r o m  t h e m ,  o r  a n y  o f  t h e m ,  
w h o m  w i t h i n  a  f e w  y e a r s ,  w e  s a w  r e a - 
d ing  the  s e r v i c e  book  in  the i r  s u rp l i c e s ,  
e t c . :  a g a i n s t  wh i ch  t h i ng s ,  t h ey  do  now  
i n v e i g h  a n d  d e c l a i m .  W h a t  i n f l u e n c e  
t h e  p e r u s a l  o f  M r  C o t t o n ’ s  B o o k  o f  t h e  
K e y s ,  h a d  o n  m y  t h o u g h t s  i n  t h i s  b u - 
s i n e s s  I  h a v e  f o r m e r l y  d e c l a r e d .  T h e  
a n s w e r  t o  i t  ( I  s u p p o s e  t h a t  w r i t t e n  b y  
h i m s e l f )  i s  n o w  r e c o m m e n d e d  t o  m e  
b y  t h i s  A u t h o r ,  a s  t h a t  w h i c h  w o u l d  
h a v e  p e r h a p s  p r e v e n t e d  m y  C h a n g e ; 
		  But 
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But  I  mus t  need s  t e l l  h im,  tha t  a s  I  have  
p e ru s ed  t h a t  b o o k ,  many  y e a r s  a g o ,  w i t h - 
o u t  t h e  E f f e c t  i n t i m a t e d ,  s o  t h e y  m u s t  
b e  t h i n g s  w r i t t e n  w i t h  a n o t h e r  f r a m e  o f  
s p i r i t ,  e v i d e n c e  o f  t r u t h ,  a n d  m a n n e r  
o f  r e a son ing ,  than  any  I  c an  f ind  in  tha t  
b o o k ,  t h a t  a r e  l i k e l y  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e ,  t o  
l a y  h o l d  u p o n  m y  R e a s o n  a n d  u n d e r - 
s t a n d i n g .  O f  m y  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  m y  p r e - 
s e n t  P e r s u a s i o n  I  h a v e  n o t  o n l y  g i v e n  
h i m  a n  a c c o u n t  f o r m e r l y ,  b u t  w i t h  a l l  
C h r i s t i a n  C o u r t e s y ,  t e n d e r e d  m y s e l f  i n  
a  r e a d i n e s s  P e r s o n a l l y  t o  m e e t  h i m ,  t o  
g i v e  h i m  t h e  p r o o f s  a n d  r e a s o n s  o f  m y  
p e r s u a s i o n s ;  w h i c h  h e  i s  p l e a s e d  t o  
decl ine,  and return, in way of answer,  That  
I  C o m p l i m e n t e d  h i m ,  a f t e r  t h e  m o d e  o f  
t h e  t i m e s ;  w h e n  n o  s u c h  t h i n g  w a s  i n - 
t e n d e d .  A n d  t h e r e u p o n  m y  w o r d s  o f  
d e s i r i n g  l i b e r t y  t o  w a i t  u p o n  h i m ,  a r e  
e x p r e s s e d ,  b u t  t h e  e n d  a n d  p u r p o s e  f o r  
w h i c h  i t  w a s  d e s i r e d ,  a r e  c o n c e a l e d ,  i n  
an etc. But he adds another instance.
		  Men 
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Men ought not to  
cut themselves from  
t h e  c ommun i on  o f  
the Church, to rend  
the body of Christ,  
and  b r e ak  t h e  s a - 
cred bond of Chari- 
ty; Duty, 1.48.

2. He says separa- 
t ion i s  no Sch i sm,  
n o r  S c h i s m  a n y  
b r e a c h  o f  c h a r i t y ,  
pag. 48, 49.

There i s  not one  
w o r d  i n  e i t h e r  o f  
these cautions, that  
I  do  no t  s t i l l  own  
and  a l l ow,  p .  44 .  
s u r e  n o t  w i t h o u t  
Equivocation.

I  h a v e  b e f o r e  o w n e d  t h i s  C a u t i o n ,  a s  
cons i s t en t  wi th  my pre sen t  Judgement ,  a s  
e xp r e s s e d  i n  my  Book  o f  s c h i sm ,  a nd  a s  
i t  i s  i n d e e d ;  w h e r e i n  l i e s  t h e  a p p e a - 
r a n c e  o f  C o n t r a d i c t i o n  I  a m  n o t  a b l e  t o  
d i s c e r n :  D o  n o t  I ,  i n  m y  B o o k  o f  
S c h i s m  D e c l a r e  a n d  p r o v e ,  t h a t  m e n  
o u g h t  n o t  t o  c u t  t h e m s e l v e s  f r o m  t h e  
C o m m u n i o n  o f  t h e  C h u r c h ;  T h a t  t h e y  
ough t  no t  t o  r e nd  t h e  b ody  o f  Ch r i s t ,  t h a t  
t h e y  ough t  no t  t o  b r e a k  t h e  s a c r e d  b o n d s  
o f  C h a r i t y ?  I s  t h e r e  a n y  w o r d  o r  t i t t l e  
i n  t h e  w h o l e  D i s c o u r s e  d e v i a t i n g  f r o m  
t h e s e  P r i n c i p l e s ?  H o w  a n d  i n  w h a t  
s e n s e  S e p a r a t i o n  i s  n o t  S c h i s m ,  t h a t  
t h e  n a t u r e  o f  S c h i sm  d o t h  no t  c on s i s t  i n  
a  b r e a c h  o f  Ch a r i t y ,  t h e  T r e a t i s e  i n s t a n - 
c e d  w i l l  s o  f a r  d e c l a r e ,  a s  w i t h a l  t o 
		  Con-
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Convince  those  tha t  sha l l  Cons ider  what  
i s  s p o k e n ,  t h a t  o u r  A u t h o r  s c a r c e  k e e p s  
c l o s e  e i t h e r  t o  T r u t h  o r  C h a r i t y  i n  h i s  
f r am ing  o f  t h i s  Con t r a d i c t i o n :  The  C lo s e  
of the Scheme lies thus.

I  c o n c e i v e  t h e y  o u g h t  n o t  
a t  a l l  t o  b e  a l l owed  the  bene- 
f i t  o f  p r i v a t e  m e e t i n g ,  w h o  
w i l f u l l y  a b s t a i n  f r o m  t h e  
public Congregations.

As for liberty to be allowed to  
t h o s e  t h a t  me e t  i n  p r i v a t e ,  I  
c o n f e s s  m y s e l f  t o  b e  o t h e r - 
wise minded.

I  r e m embe r  t h a t  a bou t  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  a - 
g o ,  m e e t i n g  o c c a s i o n a l l y  w i t h  a  l e a r - 
n e d  F r i e n d ,  w e  f e l l  i n t o  s o m e  d e b a t e ,  
a b o u t  t h e  l i b e r t y  t h a t  b e g a n  t h e n  t o  b e  
c l a i m e d  b y  m e n ,  d i f f e r i n g  f r o m  w h a t  
h a d  b e e n ,  a n d  w h a t  w a s  t h e n  l i k e l y  t o  
b e  e s t a b l i s h e d ;  h a v i ng  a t  t h a t  t ime  made  
n o  f a r t h e r  i n q u i r y  i n t o  t h e  g r o u n d s  a n d  
reasons  of  such l iber ty ,  than what  had oc- 
cu r r ed  to  me  in  the  wr i t i ng s  o f  t he  Re- 
m o n s t r a n t s ,  a l l  w h o s e  p l e a  w a s  s t i l l  
p o i n t e d  t o w a r d s  t h e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e i r  
o w n  i n t e r e s t ,  I  d e l i v e r e d  m y  j u d g e - 
m e n t  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  l i b e r t y  p l e a d e d  
f o r ,  w h i c h  w a s  t h e n  d e f e n d e d  b y  m y 
	 c	 lear-
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l e a r n e d  F r i e n d ;  N o t  m a n y  y e a r s  a f t e r ,  
d i s cou r s ing  the  s ame  d i f f e r ence  w i th  the  
s am e  P e r s o n ,  we  f ound  immed i a t e l y  t h a t  
w e  h a d  c h a n g e d  S t a t i o n s ,  I  p l e a d i n g  f o r  
an  I ndu l g e n c e  o f  l i b e r t y ,  he  f o r  r e s t r a i n t ;  
w h e t h e r  t h a t  l e a r n e d  a n d  w o r t h y  P e r s o n  
b e  o f  t h e  s a m e  m i n d  s t i l l  t h a t  t h e n  h e  
w a s ,  o r  n o ,  d i r e c t l y  I  k n o w  n o t :  B u t  
t h i s  I  k n o w ,  t h a t  i f  h e  b e  n o t ,  C o n s i - 
d e r i n g  t h e  C o m p a s s  o f  C i r c u m s t a n c e s  
t h a t  m u s t  b e  t a k e n  i n ,  t o  s e t t l e  a  r i g h t  
J u d g e m e n t  i n  t h i s  C a s e  o f  L i b e r t y ,  a n d  
w h a t  a l t e r a t i o n s  i n f l u e n c i n g  t h e  D e t e r - 
minat ion of  th i s  Case  we have had of  l a te  
i n  t h i s  n a t i o n ,  h e  w i l l  n o t  b e  a s h a m e d  
t o  o w n  h i s  C h a n g e ;  B e i n g  a  P e r s o n  
w h o  d e s p i s e s  a n y  r e p u t a t i o n ,  b u t  w h a t  
a r i s e s  f r om the  Emb r a c i n g  a nd  pu r su i t  o f  
t r u t h ;  m y  C h a n g e  I  h e r e  o w n ;  m y  
Judgemen t  i s  no t  t he  s ame  in  th i s  P a r t i - 
cu lar ,  a s  i t  was  four teen year s  ago;  and in  
m y  C h a n g e  I  h a v e  g o o d  C o m p a n y  
w h o m  I  n e e d  n o t  t o  n a m e .  I  s h a l l  o n - 
ly say, my Change was at least twelve years  
b e f o r e  t h e  P e t i t i o n  a n d  A d v i c e ;  w h e r e i n  
t h e  P a r l i a m e n t  o f  t h e  t h r e e  N a t i o n s ,  i s 
		  come 
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c o m e  u p  t o  m y  j u d g e m e n t :  A n d  i f  M r  
C a w d r e y  h a t h  a n y t h i n g  t o  o b j e c t  t o  
m y  p r e s e n t  j u d g e m e n t ,  l e t  h i m ,  a t  h i s  
n e x t  l e i s u r e ,  c o n s i d e r  t h e  t r e a t i s e  t h a t  
I  w r o t e  i n  t h e  y e a r  1 6 4 8  a b o u t  T o l e - 
r a t i o n ,  whe r e  h e  w i l l  f i n d  t h e  who l e  o f  
i t  e x p r e s s e d .  I  s u p p o s e  h e  w i l l  b e  d o - 
i n g ,  a n d  t h a t  I  m a y  a l m o s t  s a y  o f  h i m ,  
a s  Polyeuc tus  d id of  Speus ippus ;  T’ mæ d⁄- 
nasqai πsuci£n •gein ÿp’ t¡j t⁄chj ôn pentasu- 
rÖggJ n“sJ dedemönon . And now, Christian  
R e a d e r ,  I  l e a v e  i t  t o  t h y  J u d g e - 
m e n t  w h e t h e r  o u r  A u t h o r  h a d  a - 
n y  j u s t  c a u s e ,  o f  a l l  h i s  o u t c r i e s ,  
o f  m y  i n c o n s t a n c y  a n d  s e l f - C o n t r a d i - 
c t i o n ;  a n d  w h e t h e r  i t  h a d  n o t  b e e n  a d - 
v i s a b l e  f o r  h i m  t o  h a v e  p a s s e d  b y  t h i s  
s eeming advantage  for  the  de s ign  he  pro- 
f e s s e d  t o  m a n a g e ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  h a v e  
i n j u r e d  h i s  o w n  C o n s c i e n c e  a n d  R e p u - 
tation to so little purpose.

B e i n g  s u f f i c i e n t l y  t i r e d  w i t h  t h e  c o n - 
s ide r a t ion  o f  th ing s  o f  no  re l a t ion  to  the  
c a u s e  a t  f i r s t  p r o p o s e d  ( b u t ,  t h i s  s a i t h  
h e ,  t h i s  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n t s ,  t h i s  t h e  B r ow - 
n i s t s  a n d  A n a b a p t i s t s ,  e t c . ) ,  I  s h a l l 
	 e 2	 now 
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now  on l y  i n q u i r e  a f t e r  t h a t  wh i ch  i s  s e t  
u p  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  a n y  o f  t h e  p r i n c i - 
p l e s  o f  m y  T r e a t i s e  o f  S c h i s m  b e f o r e  
men t i oned ,  o r  a ny  o f  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n s  o f  
t h e  s y l l o g i s m s  w h e r e i n  t h e y  a r e  c o m - 
p r i s e d  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h i s  D i s - 
cou r s e ;  r ema rk ing  in  ou r  way  some  such  
p a r t i c u l a r  p a s s a g e s  a s  i t  w i l l  n o t  b e  t o  
t h e  d i s a d v a n t a g e  o f  o u r  r e v e r e n d  A u - 
t h o r  t o  b e  r e m i n d e d  o f .  O f  t h e  n a t u r e  
o f  t h e  t h i ng  i nqu i r ed  a f t e r ,  i n  t h e  t h i r d  
c h a p t e r  I  f i n d  n o  m e n t i o n  a t  a l l ;  o n l y  
he  t e l l s  me  by  t he  way  th a t  t h e  Do c t o r ’ s  
a s s e r t i o n ,  t h a t  m y  B o o k  a b o u t  S c h i s m ,  
w a s  o n e  g r e a t  s c h i s m ,  w a s  n o t  n o n s e n s e ;  
b u t  u s u a l  R h e t o r i c ,  w h e r e i n  p r o f l i g a t e  
s i nn e r s  may  be  c a l l ed  by  the  name  o f  s i n ;  
a n d  t h e r e f o r e  a  b o o k  a b o u t  S c h i s m ,  
m a y  b e  c a l l e d  a  s c h i s m ;  I  w i s h  o u r  A u - 
t h o r  h a d  f o u n d  s o m e  o t h e r  w a y  o f  e x - 
c u s i n g  h i s  D o c t o r ,  t h a n  b y  m a k i n g  i t  
worse himself.

I n  t h e  f o u r t h  C h a p t e r  h e  c o m e s  t o  t h e  
b u s i n e s s  i t s e l f ;  a n d  i f  i n  p a s s i n g  t h r o - 
u g h  t h a t ,  w i t h  t h e  r e s t  t h a t  f o l l o w ,  
I  c a n  f i x  o n  a n y  t h i n g  r i s i n g  u p  w i t h 
		  any 
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any pretence of  oppos i t ion to what  I  have  
l a i d  d o w n ,  i t  s h a l l  n o t  b e  o m i t t e d ;  f o r  
t h i n g s  b y  m y s e l f  a s s e r t e d ,  o r  a c k n o w - 
l e d g e d  o n  a l l  h a n d s ,  o r  f o r m e r l y  v e n - 
t i l a t e d  t o  t h e  u t m o s t ,  I  s h a l l  n o t  a g a i n  
t r o u b l e  t h e  R e a d e r  w i t h  t h e m :  s u c h  a r e  
t h e  p o s i t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  g e n e r a l  n a t u r e  
o f  S c h i s m ,  i n  t h i n g s  n a t u r a l  a n d  p o l i - 
t i c a l ,  a n t e c e d e n t l y  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  t h e  
l im i t a t i on  and  r e s t r i c t i on  o f  i t  t o  i t s  Ec - 
c l e s i a s t i c a l  u s e ;  t h e  d e p a r t u r e  f r o m  
Churche s ,  vo l un t a r y  o r  c ompe l l e d ,  e t c . ;  a l l  
w h i c h  w e r e  s t a t e d  i n  m y  f i r s t  T r e a t i s e ,  
and  a r e  no t  d i r ec t l y  opposed  by  our  Au- 
t h o r ;  s u c h ,  a l s o ,  i s  t h a t  d o u g h t y  C o n - 
t r o v e r s y  h e  i s  p l e a s e d  t o  r a i s e ,  a nd  pu r - 
s u e  a bou t  t h e  s e a t  a nd  s u b j e c t  o f  S ch i sm  
w i th  i t s  r e s t r i c t i on  t o  t he  i n s t i t u t e d  wo r - 
s h i p  o f  G o d ,  p a g .  1 8 ,  1 9 ;  s o  p l a c e d  b y  
m e ,  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e  S c h i s m  w h e r e o f  
w e  s p e a k ,  f r o m  t h a t  w h i c h  i s  n a t u r a l ,  
a s  a l so  f rom such  d i f f e r e n c e s  and  b reache s  
a s  m a y  f a l l  o u t  a m o n g s t  m e n ,  f e w  o r  
m o r e ,  u p o n  c i v i l  a n d  r a t i o n a l  a c c o u n t s ;  
a l l  wh i ch  I  e x c l ude  f r om the  en joymen t 
	 e 3	 of 
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o f  a n y  r o o m  o r  p l a c e  i n  o u r  c o n s i d e r a - 
t i on  o f  t h e  t r u e  n a t u r e  o f  s c h i sm ,  i n  i t s  
l i m i t e d  E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  s e n s e .  T h e  l i k e  
a l so ,  may  be  a f f i rmed concern ing  the  en- 
s u i n g  s t r i f e  o f  w o r d s  a b o u t  s e p a r a t i o n  
a nd  s c h i sm ;  a s  t hough  t h e y  we r e ,  i n  my  
a p p r e h e n s i o n  o f  t h e m ,  i n c o n s i s t e n t ;  
wh i ch  i s  a  f a n c y  no  be t t e r  g r o und e d  t h an  
s u n d r y  o t h e r s  w h i c h  o u r  R e v e r e n d  A u - 
t h o r  i s  p l e a s e d  t o  m a k e  u s e  o f .  H i s  
whole  pa s s age ,  a l so ,  rece ive s  no o ther  s e - 
c u r i t y  t h a n  w h a t  i s  a f f o r d e d  t o  i t  b y  
t u r n i n g  m y  u n i v e r s a l  p r o p o s i t i o n  i n t o  
a  p a r t i c u l a r :  W h a t  I  s a y  o f  a l l  p l a c e s  i n  
t he  Sc r i p tu r e  whe re  the  name  o r  t h i n g  o f  
s c h i s m  i s  u s e d  i n  a n  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  s e n s e ,  
a s  r e l a t i ng  to  a  Gosp e l  Chu r c h ,  he  wou ld  
r e s t r a i n  t o  t h a t  o n e  p l a c e  o f  t h e  C o - 
r in th i an s ,  where  a l one  the  word i s  u sed  in  
tha t  s ense .  However ,  i f  tha t  one  p l ace  be  
a l l ,  m y  p r o p o s i t i o n  i s  u n i v e r s a l :  t a k e  
t h e n ,  m y  p r o p o s i t i o n  i n  i t s  e x t e n t  a n d  
l a t i t ude ,  a nd  l e t  h im  t r y  o n c e  mo r e  i f  h e  
p l e a s e ,  w h a t  h e  h a t h  t o  o b j e c t  t o  i t ,  
fo r  a s  ye t  I  f ind  no  in s t ance  p roduced  to  
a l l e v i a t e  i t s  t r u t h .  H e  m u c h ,  a l s o ,  i n -
		  sists 
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s i s t s ,  t h a t  t h e r e  m a y  b e  a  s e p a r a t i o n  
i n  a  C h u r c h  w h e r e  t h e r e  i s  n o  s e - 
p a r a t i o n  f r o m  a  C h u r c h ,  a n d  s a i t h  t h i s  
wa s  a t  f i r s t  b y  me  d e n i e d :  t h a t  i t  wa s  de - 
n i e d  b y  m e  h e  c a n n o t  p r o v e ;  b u t  t h a t  
t h e  c o n t r a r y  w a s  p r o v e d  b y  m e  i s  e v i - 
d e n t  t o  a l l  i m p a r t i a l  m e n ,  t h a t  h a v e  
C o n s i d e r e d  m y  T r e a t i s e ;  a l t h o u g h  I  
c a n n o t  a l l o w  t h a t  t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  i n  t h e  
C h u r c h  o f  C o r i n t h  w a s  c a r r i e d  t o  t h a t  
h e i g h t  a s  i s  b y  h i m  p r e t e n d e d ;  n a m e l y  
a s  t o  s e p a r a t e  f r o m  t h e  o r d i n a n c e  o f  t h e  
L o r d ’ s  s u p p e r ;  t h e i r  d i s o r d e r  a n d  d i v i - 
s i o n  a b o u t  a n d  i n  i t s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a r e  
r e p r o v e d ,  n o t  t h e i r  s e p a r a t i o n  f r o m  i t :  
o n l y  o n  t h a t  s u p p o s i t i o n  m a d e ,  I  c o n - 
f e s s  I  w a s  s o m e w h a t  s u r p r i s e d  w i t h  t h e  
de l ive ry  o f  h i s  judgement  in  re fe rence  to  
m a n y  o f  h i s  o w n  p a r t y ,  w h o m  h e  c o n - 
d e m n s  o f  s c h i s m  f o r  n o t  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  
t h e  L o r d ’ s  s u p p e r  t o  a l l  t h e  C o n g r e g a - 
t i on ,  w i t h  whom t h e y  p r a y  a nd  p r e a ch .  
I  s u p p o s e  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  m o s t  
g o d l y  a n d  a b l e  m i n i s t e r s  o f  t h e  P r e s b y - 
t e r i a n  w a y  i n  E n g l a n d ,  a n d  S c o t l a n d ,  
a r e  he r e  c a s t  i n to  the  s ame  cond i t i on  o f 
	 e 4	 Schis-
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S c h i s m a t i c s  w i t h  t h e  I n d e p e n d e n t s .  
A n d  t h e  t r u t h  i s ,  I  a m  n o t  y e t  w i t h o u t  
h o p e s  o f  s e e i n g  a  f a i r  c o a l e s c e n c y  i n  
l o v e ,  a nd  Chu r ch  Commun ion ,  b e tween  
t h e  r e f o r m i n g  P r e s b y t e r i a n s  a n d  I n d e - 
p e n d e n t s ;  t h o u g h  f o r  i t  t h e y  s h a l l  w i t h  
s o m e ,  s u f f e r  u n d e r  t h e  u n j u s t  i m p u t a - 
tion of schism.

But i t  i s  incredible to think whither men  
wi l l  su f fe r  themse lve s  to  be  ca r r ied  s tud i o  
p a r t i um ;  and  ¢me t r Öv  ¢nqolk¡j ;  Hence  
h ave  we  the  s t r ange  no t i on s  o f  t h i s  Au- 
t h o r  a b o u t  S c h i s m ;  d e c a y s  i n  G r a c e  
a r e  S c h i s m ,  a n d  e r r o r s  i n  t h e  F a i t h  
a r e  S c h i s m ;  a n d  S c h i s m  a n d  A p o s t a s y  
a re  th ings  o f  the  same k ind,  d i f fe r ing  on- 
l y  i n  d e g r e e ;  b e c a u s e  t h e  o n e  l e a d s  t o  
t h e  o t h e r ;  a s  o n e  s i n  o f  o n e  k i n d  d o t h  
o f t en  to  ano the r ;  d runkenne s s  to  whore- 
d o m ,  a n d  e n v y  a n d  m a l i c e  t o  l y i n g ;  
a n d  d i f f e r e n c e s  a b o u t  c i v i l  m a t t e r s ,  
l i k e  t h a t  o f  P a u l  a n d  B a r n a b a s  a r e  
s c h i s m ;  a n d  t h i s  b y  o n e  b l a m i n g  m e  
fo r  a  depar ture  f rom the  sense  o f  an t i qu i - 
t y ,  un t o  wh i ch  t h e s e  i n s i n u a t i o n s  a r e  s o  
many monsters. Let us, then, proceed.
		  That 
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T h a t  A c t s  1 4 : 4 ,  1 9 : 9 ,  1 8 :  a r e  
pert inent ly used to di scover and prove the  
n a t u r e  o f  s c h i s m  i n  a n  e v a n g e l i c a l l y - e c - 
c l e s i a s t i c a l  s en s e ,  o r  were  ever  c i t ed  by  a- 
n y  o f  t h e  A n t i e n t s  t o  t h a t  p u r p o s e ,  I  
s u p p o s e  o u r  A u t h o r ,  o n  s e c o n d  c o n s i - 
derat ion,  wi l l  not  a f f i rm. I  unders tand not  
t h e  s e n s e  o f  t h i s  A r g u m e n t ,  t h e  m u l t i - 
t u d e  o f  t h e  c i t y  w a s  d i v i d e d ,  a n d  p a r t  h e l d  
w i t h  t h e  J e w s ,  a n d  p a r t  w i t h  t h e  A p o - 
s t l e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  s c h i s m  i n  a  G o s p e l  
Church  s t a t e ,  i s  no t  on ly  a  d i v i s i on  in  a  
C h u r c h ;  o r  t h a t  i t  i s  a  s e p a r a t i o n  i n t o  
n e w  C h u r c h e s ,  o r  t h a t  i t  i s  s o m e t h i n g  
mo r e  t h an  t h e  b r e a ch  o f  t h e  Un ion  a p - 
p o i n t e d  b y  C h r i s t  i n  a n  i n s t i t u t e d  
C h u r c h ;  m u c h  l e s s  d o t h  a n y  t h i n g  o f  
t h i s  n a tu r e  appe a r  f r om Pau l ’ s  s e p a r a t i n g  
t h e  D i s c i p l e s  whom he  h ad  conve r t e d  t o  
t h e  F a i t h  f r om the  unbe l i e v ing ,  h a rden- 
e d  J e w s ,  a n  a c c o u n t  w h e r e o f  i s  g i v e n  
u s ,  A c t s  1 9 : 9 .  S o ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  i n  t h i s  
c h a p t e r  t h e r e  i s  a n y  t h i n g  p r o d u c e d  d e  
n o v o  t o  p rove  t h a t  t h e  p r e c i s e  S c r i p t u r e  
n o t i o n  o f  S c h i s m ,  i n  i t s  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  
s en se ,  ex tends  i t s e l f  any  f a r the r  than  d i f -
		  ferences 
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f e r e n c e s ,  d i v i s i o n s ,  s e p a r a t i o n s  i n  a  
C h u r c h ,  a n d  t h a t  a  p a r t i c u l a r  C h u r c h  I  
f i n d  n o t ;  a n d  d o  o n c e  m o r e  d e s i r e  o u r  
Au tho r  t h a t  i f  h e  b e  o t h e rw i s e  m inded ,  
t o  s p a r e  s u c h  a n o t h e r  t r o u b l e  t o  o u r  
s e l v e s ,  a n d  o t h e r s ,  a s  t h a t  w h e r e i n  w e  
a r e  n o w  e n g a g e d ,  h e  w o u l d  a s s i g n  m e  
some t ime  and  p l a c e  to  a t tend h im for  the  
clearing of the truth between us.

O f  S c h i s m ,  A c t s  2 0 : 3 0 ,  H e b r e w s  1 0 : 
2 8 ,  J u d e  1 9 ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  m e n t i o n ;  n o r  
a r e  t ho s e  p l a c e s  i n t e r p r e t ed  o f  any  s u ch  
t h i n g  b y  a n y  E x p o s i t o r s  n e w  o r  o l d ,  
tha t  ever  I  ye t  s aw;  nor  can  any  sense  be  
impo s ed  on  t hem inwr app ing  t h e  n a tu r e  
o f  S c h i s m  w i t h  t h e  l e a s t  c o l o u r  o r  p r e - 
tence of Reason.

B u t  n o w ,  b y  o u r  A u t h o r ,  S c h i s m  a n d  
A p o s t a s y ,  a r e  m a d e  t h i n g s  o f  o n e  k i n d ,  
d i f f e r i n g  o n l y  i n  d e g r e e s ,  p a g .  1 0 7 .  s o  
con found ing  S c h i sm  a nd  h e r e s y ,  c on t r a r y  
t o  t h e  C o n s t a n t  s e n s e  o f  a l l  a n t i q u i t y .  
A c t s  2 0 : 3 0 .  T h e  A p o s t l e  s p e a k s  
o f  m e n  s p e a k i n g  p e r v e r s e  t h i n g s ,  t o  
d r a w  a w a y  D i s c i p l e s ;  t h a t  i s  t e a c h i n g  
t h e m  f a l s e  d o c t r i n e s ,  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e 
		  truths 
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t r u t h s  where in  they  had  been  by  h im in- 
s t r u c t e d ;  i n  h i s  R e v e a l i n g  u n t o  t h e m  t h e  
w h o l e  c o u n s e l  o f  G o d :  v e r s e  2 7 .  T h i s  
b y  t h e  A n t i e n t s  i s  c a l l e d  h e r e s y ,  a n d  i s  
c o n t r a d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f r o m  S c h i s m  b y  
t h e m  c o n s t a n t l y :  S o  A u s t i n  a  h u n d r e d  
t imes .  To draw men f rom the  Church,  by  
d r a w i n g  t h e m  i n t o  p e r n i c i o u s  e r r o r s ,  
f a l s e  d o c t r i n e ,  b e i n g  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  
f a l l i n g  o f f ,  i s  n o t  s c h i s m ,  n o r  s o  c a l - 
l e d  i n  S c r i p t u r e ,  no r  by  any  o f  t h e  An- 
c i e n t s ,  t h a t  e v e r  y e t  I  o b s e r v e d .  T h a t  
t h e  d e s i g n  o f  t h e  A p o s t l e  i n  t h e  E p i - 
s t l e  t o  t h e  H e b r e w s ,  i s  t o  p r e s e r v e  a n d  
k e e p  t h e m  f r o m  A p o s t a s y  u n t o  J u d a i s - 
m ,  b e s i d e s  t h a t  i t  i s  a t t e s t e d  by  a  c l oud  
o f  w i t n e s s e s ,  i s  t o o  e v i d e n t  f r o m  t h e  
t h i n g  i t s e l f  t o  b e  d e n i e d ,  c h a p t e r  1 0 : 
2 5 :  h e  w a r n s  t h e m  o f  a  c o m m o n  e n - 
t r ance  in to  tha t  f e a r fu l  cond i t ion ,  wh ich  
h e  d e s c r i b e s ,  v e r s e  2 6 :  t h e i r  n e g l e c t  o f  
t h e  C h r i s t i a n  A s s e m b l i e s ,  w a s  t h e  d o o r  
o f  t h e i r  A p o s t a s y  t o  J u d a i s m .  W h a t  i s  
t h i s  t o  s c h i s m ?  w o u l d  w e  c h a r g e  a  m a n  
wi th  tha t  c r ime whom we s aw neg lec t ing  
our  a s s embl i e s ,  and  l ike ly  to  f a l l  in to  Ju -
		  daism
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d a i s m ;  a r e  t h e r e  n o t  m o r e  f o r c i b l e  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  t o  d e a l  w i t h  h i m  u p o n ;  
a n d  d o t h  n o t  t h e  A p o s t l e  m a k e  u s e  o f  
t h e m ?  J u d e  1 9 :  h a t h  b e e n  s o  f a r  s p o - 
k e n  u n t o  a l r e a d y ,  t h a t  i t  m a y  n o t  f a i r - 
l y  b e  i n s i s t e d  o n  a g a i n .  P a r v a s  h a - 
bet spes Troja, si tales habet.

I n  t h e  e n t r a n c e  o f  t h e  f i f t h  C h a p t e r  
he  t ake s  advan t age  f rom my  que s t i on ,  p .  
1 4 7 .  w h o  t o l d  h i m  t h a t  r a i s i n g  c a u s e - 
l e s s  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  a  C h u r c h ,  a n d  t h e n  s e - 
p a r a t i n g  f r o m  i t ,  i s  n o t  i n  m y  j u d g e m e n t  
s c h i sm ;  when  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  a s s e r - 
t i o n  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h a t  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  
e x p r e s s e t h  t h e  f o r m a l  n a t u r e  o f  S c h i s m ,  
w h i c h  i s  n o t  d e s t r o y e d ,  n o r  c a n  a n y  
m a n  b e  e x o n e r a t e d  o f  i t s  g u i l t ,  b y  t h e  
s u b s e q u e n t  c r i m e  o f  s e p a r a t i o n ,  w h e r e - 
b y  i t  i s  a g g r a v a t e d .  1   J o h n  2 : 1 9  i s  a - 
g a in  men t ioned  to  th i s  pu r p o s e  o f  s c h i sm ,  
to  a s  l i t t l e  purpose ,  so  a l so  i s  Hebr ews  10 : 
2 5 :  b o t h  p l a c e s  t r e a t  o f  Apo s t a t e s ,  who  
a r e  c h a r g e d  a n d  b l a m e d  u n d e r  o t h e r  
t e r m s  t h a n  t h a t  o f  S c h i s m .  T h e r e  i s  
i n  s u c h  d e p a r t u r e s ,  a s  i n  e v e r y  d i v i s i - 
o n  w h a t e v e r ,  o f  t h a t  w h i c h  w a s  i n  U -
		  nion 
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n i o n ,  s o m e w h a t  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  n a t u r e  
o f  s c h i sm :  b u t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  c r ime  a nd  
g u i l t  o f  s c h i s m  i n  i t s  r e s t r a i n e d  E c c l e - 
siastical sense, is not included in them.

I n  h i s  f o l l o w i n g  d i s c o u r s e  h e  r e n e w s  
h i s  f o rme r  Cha rge s  o f  d eny ing  t h e i r  o r - 
d i n ance s  and  min i s t r y ,  o f  s e p a r a t i n g  f r om  
them,  and  the  l ike ;  a s  to  the  fo rmer  pa r t  
o f  t h i s  Cha rge  I  h ave  s poken  i n  t he  en- 
t r a n c e  o f  t h i s  d i s c o u r s e ;  f o r  t h e  l a t t e r ,  
o f  s e p a r a t i n g  f r om  t h em,  I  s ay  we  have  no  
m o r e  s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  t h e m  t h a n  t h e y  
h a v e  f r om  u s ;  ou r  r i g h t  t o  t h e  c e l e b r a - 
t ion  o f  the  o rd inance s  o f  God ’ s  wor sh ip ,  
a c co rd ing  t o  t h e  l i gh t  we  h ave  r e c e i v ed  
f r o m  h i m ,  i s ,  i n  t h i s  n a t i o n  a s  g o o d  a s  
t h e i r s ;  a n d  o u r  p l e a  f r o m  t h e  G o s p e l  
w e  a r e  r e a d y  t o  m a i n t a i n  a g a i n s t  t h e m ,  
accord ing  a s  we  sha l l  a t  any  t ime  be  ca l - 
l e d  t h e r e u n t o .  I f  a n y  o f  o u r  j u d g e m e n t  
d e n y  t h e m  t o  b e  C h u r c h e s ,  I  d o u b t  n o t  
b u t  h e  k n o w s  w h o  c o m e s  n o t  b e h i n d  
i n  r e tu rna l  o f  Cha rge s  on  ou r  Churche s .  
D o t h  t h e  R e v e r e n d  A u t h o r  t h i n k  o r  
i m a g i n e ,  t h a t  w e  h a v e  n o t  i n  o u r  
o w n  j u d g e m e n t  m o r e  r e a s o n  t o  d e n y 
		  their 
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t h e i r  C h u r c h e s  a n d  t o  c h a r g e  t h e m  w i t h  
S c h i s m ,  t h o u g h  w e  d o  n e i t h e r ,  t h a n  
t h e y  h a v e  t o  c h a r g e  u s  t h e r e w i t h ,  a n d  
t o  d e n y  o u r  C h u r c h e s ?  c a n  a n y  t h i n g  
b e  m o r e  f o n d l y  P r e t e n d e d  t h a n  t h a t  h e  
ha th  p roved  tha t  we  have  s epa r a t ed  f rom  
t h e m ;  u p o n  w h i c h ,  p a g .  1 0 5 ,  h e  r e - 
q u i r e s  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  m y  p r o m i s e  
to  re t rea t  f rom the  s t a te  where in  I  s t and ,  
u p o n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  s u c h  p r o o f .  
H a t h  h e  p r o v e d  t h e  d u e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
o f  O r d i n a n c e s  a m o n g s t  t h e m  w h o m  h e  
p l e a d s  f o r ?  Ha t h  h e  p r ov ed  any  Chu r ch  
U n i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e m  a s  s u c h ,  a n d  u s ?  
H a t h  h e  p r o v e d  u s  t o  h a v e  b r o k e n  
t h a t  U n i o n ?  w h a t  w i l l  n o t  s e l f - f u l n e s s  
and prejudice put men upon?

How c ame  they  i n to  t he  so l e  p o s s e s s i o n  
o f  a l l  C h u r c h  s t a t e  i n  E n g l a n d ;  s o  t h a t  
whoeve r  i s  no t  o f  t h em ,  and  w i t h  t h em  
mu s t  b e  ch a r g ed  t o  h ave  s ep a r a t ed  f r om  
t h e m ?  M r  C a w d r e y  s a y s  i n d e e d ,  t h a t  
t h e  Ep i s c o p a l  men  and  they  ag r e e  i n  s u b - 
s t a n t i a l s ,  a n d  d i f f e r  o n l y  i n  c i r c u m s t a n - 
t i a l s ;  bu t  th a t  they  and  we  d i f f e r  i n  s u b - 
s t a n t i a l s ;  b u t  l e t  h i m  k n o w  t h e y  a d -
		  mit 
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m i t  n o t  o f  h i s  c o m p l i a n c e s ;  t h e y  s a y  h e  
i s  a  S c h i s m a t i c ,  a n d  t h a t  a l l  h i s  p a r t y  
a r e  s o  a l s o ;  l e t  h im an swe r  the i r  Cha rge  
s o l i d l y  u p o n  h i s  o w n  p r i n c i p l e s ;  a n d  
n o t  t h i n k  t o  o w n  t h a t  w h i c h  h e  h a t h  
t h e  w e a k e s t  c l a i m  i m a g i n a b l e  u n t o ,  a n d  
wa s  n e v e r  y e t  i n  po s s e s s i on  o f .  We  d e - 
n y  t h a t  s i n c e  t h e  G o s p e l  c a m e  i n t o  
E n g l a n d ,  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  G o v e r n m e n t ,  
a s  b y  t h e m  s t a t e d ,  w a s  e v e r  s e t  u p  i n  
E n g l a n d ,  b u t  i n  t h e  w i l l s  o f  a  p a r t y  o f  
m e n ;  s o  t h a t  h e r e  a s  y e t ,  u n l e s s  a s  i t  
l i e s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  C o n g r e g a t i o n s ,  w h e r e  
our  r i gh t  i s  a s  good  a s  the i r s ,  none  have  
s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  i t ,  t h a t  I  k n o w  o f ;  
though  many  cannot  c on s en t  un to  i t .  The  
f i r s t  A g e s  w e  p l e a d  o u r s ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
were unquestionably Episcopal.

In the beginning of  Chapter  the s ix th he  
a t t e m p t s  t o  d i s p r o v e  m y  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  
t h e  U n i o n  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  C a t h o l i c  v i s i b l e  
which cons i s t s  in  the profes s ing of  the sa- 
v i n g  d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  G o s p e l ,  e t c . :  i s  
b r o k e n  o n l y  b y  A p o s t a s y .  T o  t h i s  e n d  
h e  c o n f o u n d s  A p o s t a s y  a n d  S c h i s m ,  
a f f i rming  them on ly  to  d i f f e r  in  deg ree s ; 
		  which 
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wh i ch  i s  a  n ew  no t i on  unknown  t o  An- 
t i q u i t y ,  a nd  c on t r a r y  t o  a l l  s ound  Re a - 
s o n ;  b y  t h e  i n s t a n c e s  h e  p r o d u c e t h  t o  
t h i s  pu rpo s e  he  endeavou r s  t o  p r o v e  t h a t  
t he r e  a r e  th ing s  wh i ch  b r e ak  th i s  un ion ,  
whereby  th i s  un ion  i s  no t  b roken ;  whi l s t  
a  man cont inues  a  member  o f  tha t  church  
which he i s  by  v i r tue  o f  the  union there- 
o f  a n d  h i s  i n t e r e s t  t h e r e i n ,  b y  n o  a c t  
doth he, or can he break that union.

The  pa r t i a l  b r e a ch  o f  t h a t  un ion  wh i ch  
con s i s t s  i n  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  o f  t h e  t r u th ,  i s  
e r r o r  a n d  h e r e s y ,  a n d  n o t  S c h i s m .  O u r  
A u t h o r  a b o u n d s  h e r e  i n  n e w  n o t i o n s  
wh i ch  m i gh t  e a s i l y  b e  d i s c ov e r e d  t o  b e  
a s  f ond ,  a s  n ew ,  we r e  i t  wo r th  wh i l e  t o  
con s ide r  them;  o f  wh i ch  in  b r i e f  be fo re .  
On l y  I  wonde r  why  g i v i n g  way  t o  s u ch  
t h o u g h t s  a s  t h e s e ,  h e  s h o u l d  s p e a k  o f  
m e n  w i t h  c o n t e m p t  u n d e r  t h e  n a m e  o f  
No t i o n i s t s ,  a s  h e  do th  o f  D r  Du  Mou l i n ;  
b u t  t h e  t r u t h  i s ,  t h e  D o c t o r  h a t h  p r o - 
v o k e d  h i m ,  a n d  w e r e  i t  n o t  f o r  s o m e  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  o b v i o u s  t o  m e ,  
I  s h o u l d  a l m o s t  w o n d e r ,  w h y  t h i s  A u - 
t h o r  s hou l d  s h a r p en  h i s  l e i s u r e  a nd  z e a l 
		  against 
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a g a i n s t  m e ,  w h o  s c a r c e  e v e r  p u b l i c l y  
t ouched  t h e  g round s  and  f ounda t i on s  o f  
t h a t  Cau s e  wh i ch  he  h a th  so  p a s s i ona t e - 
l y  e s pou s ed ,  and  p a s s  by  h im ,  who  bo th  
i n  L a t i n  a n d  E n g l i s h ,  h a t h  l a i d  h i s  A x e  
t o  t h e  v e r y  Roo t  o f  i t ,  u pon  p r i n c i p l e s  
s u f f i c i e n t l y  d e s t r u c t i v e  t o  i t ,  a n d  s o  a p - 
p r e h e n d e d  b y  t h e  b e s t  l e a r n e d  i n  o u r  
A u t h o r ’ s  w a y  t h a t  e v e r  t h e s e  n a t i o n s  
b r o u g h t  f o r t h ;  b u t ,  a s  I  s a i d ,  R e a s o n s  
l i e  a t  h a n d ,  w h y  i t  w a s  m o r e  n e c e s s a r y  
t o  g i v e  m e  t h i s  o p p o s i t i o n ;  w h i c h  y e t  
h a t h  n o t  a l t e r e d  m y  R e s o l u t i o n ,  o f  
h a n d l i n g  t h i s  c o n t r o v e r s y  i n  a n o t h e r  
m a n n e r ,  w h e n  I  m e e t  w i t h  a n o t h e r  m a n - 
ner of Adversary.

P a g e  1 1 0 .  H e  f i x e s  o n  t h e  e x a m i n a - 
t ion o f  a  pa r t i cu l a r  pa s s age  about  the  d i s - 
c i p l e s  o f  J o h n  m e n t i o n e d  A c t s  1 9 : 2 ,  
o f  w h o m  I  a f f i r m e d  t h a t  i t  i s  p r o b a b l e  
t h e y  w e r e  r a t h e r  i g n o r a n t  o f  t h e  m i - 
r a c u l o u s  d i s p e n s a t i o n s  o f  t h e  H o l y  
G h o s t ,  t h a n  o f  t h e  p e r s o n  o f  t h e  H o l y  
Gho s t ;  a l l e g i ng  t o  t h e  con t r a r y  t h a t  t h e  
wo rd s  a r e  more  p l a i n  and  f u l l  t h a n  t o  b e  
s o  e l u d e d ,  a n d  t h a t  f o r  o u g h t  a p p e a r s , 
	 f	 John 
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J o h n  d i d  n o t  b a p t i z e  i n t o  t h e  n a m e  o f  
t h e  H o l y  G h o s t ;  I  h o p e  t h e  A u t h o r  d o t h  
n o t  s o  m u c h  d w e l l  a t  h o m e ,  a s  t o  s u p - 
pose  th i s  to  be a  new no t i on  o f  mine;  who  
a lmo s t  o f  l a t e  i n  t h e i r  c r i t i c a l  n o t e s  h ave  
n o t  e i t h e r  ( a t  l e a s t )  c o n s i d e r e d  i t ,  o r  
c o n f i r m e d  i t ?  N e i t h e r  i s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  
i n t o  w h o s e  n a m e  t h e y  w e r e  e x p r e s s l y  
bap t i zed ,  bu t  in  wha t  doc t r ine  they  were  
i n s t r u c t e d :  H e  k n o w s  w h o  d e n i e s  t h a t  
t h e y  w e r e  a t  a l l  a c t u a l l y  b a p t i z e d ,  b e - 
f o r e  t h e y  w e r e  b a p t i s e d  b y  P a u l .  N o r  
o u g h t  i t  t o  b e  g r a n t e d ,  w i t h o u t  b e t t e r  
proof than any which as yet hath been pro- 
du c ed ,  t h a t  a n y  o f  t h e  Sa i n t s  unde r  t h e  
O l d  T e s t a m e n t  w e r e  i g n o r a n t  o f  t h e  
b e i n g  o f  t h e  H o l y  G h o s t .  N e i t h e r  d o  t h e  
wo rd s  r e qu i r e  t h e  s en s e  by  h im  i n s i s t e d  
o n ;  ¢ l l ’  o Ÿ d ù  e —  P n e ‡ m a 
§ g i “ n  ô s t i n ,  ∫ k o ⁄ s a m e n ,  d o  n o  
more  ev ince  the  p e r s on  o f  t h e  Ho l y  Gho s t  
to  be  inc luded  in  them,  than  in  tho se  o- 
ther, John 7:39, O‹pw √n Pne‡ma §gion; the lat- 
te r ,  in  the  proper  sense  He wi l l  not  con- 
t end  f o r ;  no r  c an  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  exp r e s - 
s i o n  b e i n g  u n i f o r m ,  r e a s o n a b l y  f o r  t h e  
fo rmer .  Speak ing  o f  men  open ly  and  no-
		  toriously 
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t o r i o u s l y  w i c k e d ,  a n d  d e n y i n g  t h e m  t o  
b e  m e m b e r s  o f  a n y  C h u r c h  w h a t e v e r :  h e  
b i d s  m e  a n s w e r  h i s  a r g u m e n t s  t o  t h e  c o n - 
trary from the 1 Corinthians 5:7, 2 Thessalonians 3:13,  
1 7 ;  and  I  c anno t  bu t  d e s i r e  h im  th a t  h e  
w o u l d  i m p o s e  t h a t  t a s k  o n  t h e m  t h a t  
h a v e  n o t h i n g  e l s e  t o  d o :  f o r  m y  o w n  
p a r t ,  I  s h a l l  n o t  e n t a n g l e  m y s e l f  w i t h  
t h i ng s  t o  s o  l i t t l e  pu rpo s e .  Hav ing  p ro - 
m i s ed  my  Reade r  t o  a t t end  on l y  t o  t h a t  
which looks  toward  the  mer i t  o f  t h e  c au s e ,  
I  mus t  c r ave  h i s  p a rdon ,  th a t  I  h ave  no t  
b e e n  a b l e  t o  make  good  my  r e s o l u t i on :  
mee t i n g  w i t h  s o  l i t t l e  o r  no t h i n g  a t  a l l  
w h i c h  i s  t o  t h a t  p u r p o s e ,  I  f i n d  m y s e l f  
e n t a ng l e d  i n  t h e  o l d  d i v e r s i on s  t h a t  we  
a r e  n o w  p l e n t i f u l l y  a c c u s t o m e d  u n t o :  
bu t  y e t  I  s h a l l  endeavou r  to  r e compen se  
t h i s  l o s s ,  b y  pu t t i n g  a  s p e edy  p e r i od  t o  
t h i s  w h o l e  t r o u b l e ,  d e s p a i r i n g  o f  b e i n g  
a b l e  t o  t e nd e r  h im  any  o t h e r  s a t i s f a c t i - 
on ,  wh i l s t  I  dwe l l  on  t h i s  d i s c ou r s e .  I n  
t h e  m e a n t i m e  t o  o b v i a t e  a l l  s t r i f e  o f  
wo rd s  i f  i t  b e  po s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e ,  I  
s h a l l  g r a n t  t h i s  R e v e r e n d  A u t h o r  t h a t  
i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  l a r g e  n o t i o n  o f  S c h i s m , 
	 f 2	 which 
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wh i ch  h i s  oppo s i t i on  t o  t h a t  i n s i s t ed  on  
by  me ha th  put  h im upon,  I  wi l l  no t  de- 
n y  b u t  t h a t  H e  a n d  I  a r e  b o t h  S c h i s m a - 
t i c s ,  a nd  any  t h i ng  e l s e  s h a l l  b e  s o ,  t h a t  
h e  wou l d  h a v e  t o  b e  s o ,  r a t h e r  t h an  t o  
b e  e n g a g e d  i n  t h i s  c o n t e s t  a n y  f a r t h e r .  
I n  t h i s  s e n s e  h e  a f f i r m s  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  
a  S c h i s m  b e t w e e n  P a u l  a n d  B a r n a b a s ,  
and so one of them at least ,  was a Schisma- 
t i c ;  a s  a l so,  he a f f i rms the same of  two l e s - 
s e r  men,  though grea t  in  the i r  genera t ion  
C h r y s o s t o m  a n d  E p i p h a n i u s ;  s o  e r r o r  
a nd  h e r e s y ,  i f  h e  p l e a s e  s h a l l  b e  S c h i sm  
f r o m  t h e  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h ;  a n d  s c a n - 
d a l  o f  l i f e  sha l l  be  Sch i sm :  And  h i s  a rgu- 
ment sha l l  be t rue,  that  schi sm i s  a  breach  
o f  u n i o n  i n  a  C h u r c h  o f  C h r i s t ’ s  i n s t i - 
tut ion,  there fore ,  in  that  which i s  so  only  
by ca l l ,  not to any end of  joint  worship as  
such;  o f  any union;  that  which cons i s t s  in  
t he  p r o f e s s i o n  o f  t he  s a y ing  t ru th s  o f  t he  
G o s p e l ,  a n d  s o  t h e r e  m a y  b e  a  s c h i s m  
i n  t h e  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h ;  a n d  s o  t h o s e  
P r e s b y t e r i a n s  t h a t  r e f o r m  t h e i r  C o n - 
g r e g a t i o n s ,  a n d  d o  n o t  a d m i n i s t e r  t h e  
s a c r a m e n t s  t o  a l l  p r o m i s c u o u s l y ,  s h a l l 
		  be 
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b e  g u i l t y  o f  S c h i s m ;  a n d ,  i n d e e d ,  a s  t o  
me ,  wha t  e l s e  h e  p l e a s e t h ,  f o r  my  i nqu i - 
r y  c o n c e r n s  o n l y  t h e  p r e c i s e  l i m i t e d  n a - 
t u r e  o f  S c h i s m ,  i n  i t s  e v a n g e l i c a l l y  e c - 
clesiastical sense.

N e i t h e r  s h a l l  I  a t  p r e s e n t  ( a l l o t t i n g  
v e r y  f e w  h o u r s  t o  t h e  d e s p a t c h  o f  t h i s  
b u s i n e s s ,  w h i c h  y e t  I  j u d g e  m o r e  t h a n  
i t  d e s e r v e s )  c o n s i d e r  t h e  s c a t t e r e d  e n - 
s u i n g  p a s s a g e s  a b o u t  O r d i n a t i o n ,  C h u r c h  
G o v e r n m e n t ,  n u m b e r  o f  E l d e r s ,  a n d  t h e  
l i k e ;  w h i c h  a l l  m e n  k n o w ,  n o t  a t  a l l  
t o  b e l o n g  u n t o  t h e  m a i n  c o n t r o v e r - 
s y  w h i c h  w a s  b y  m e  u n d e r t a k e n ;  a n d  
t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  a g a i n s t  a l l  l a w s  
o f  d i s p u t a t i o n ,  p l u c k e d  v i o l e n t l y  i n t o  
t h i s  c o n t e s t ,  b y  o u r  R e v e r e n d  A u t h o r .  
One  t h i ng  I  c anno t  p a s s  b y ,  a nd  i t  w i l l  
u p o n  t h e  m a t t e r  p u t  a  c l o s e  t o  w h a t  I  
s h a l l  a t  p r e s e n t  o f f e r  t o  t h i s  T r e a t i s e ;  
h a v i n g  s a i d  t h a t  C h r i s t  h a t h  g i v e n  n o  
d i r e c t i on  f o r  t h e  p e r f o rman c e  o f  a n y  d u t y  
o f  w o r s h i p  o f  s o v e r e i g n  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  b u t  
o n l y  i n  t h e m  a n d  b y  t h e m  ( m e a n i n g  
p a r t i c u l a r  Chu r che s )  h e  a n swe r s  t h a t ,  i f  
I  w o u l d  i m p l y  t h a t  a  M i n i s t e r  i n  o r  o f  a 
	 f 3	 particular 
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P a r t i c u l a r  C h u r c h  m a y  p e r f o r m  t h o s e  o r - 
d i n a n c e s  w i t h o u t  t h o s e  c o n g r e g a t i o n s ,  h e  
c o n t r a d i c t s  h i m s e l f ,  b y  s a y i n g  a  p a r t i c u - 
l a r  C h u r c h  i s  t h e  s e a t  o f  a l l  o r d i n a n c e s ,  
bu t  why  so ,  I  p r ay ?  May  no t  a  pa r t i cu l a r  
Church  be  the  s ea t  o f  a l l  o rd inance s  sub - 
j e c t i v e l y ,  a n d  y e t  o t h e r s  b e  t h e  o b j e c t  
o f  t h em ,  o r  o f  s ome  o f  t h em?  bu t  s a i t h  
h e ,  i f  h e  m e a n  t h o s e  o r d i n a n c e s  o f  w o r - 
s h i p  a r e  t o  b e  p e r f o rm ed  o n l y  b y  a  m i n i s t e r  
o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  c o n g r e g a t i o n ,  wh a t  s h a l l  b e - 
c o m e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ?  I  s u p p o s e  t h e y  s h a l l  
b e  i n s t r u c t e d  a n d  b u i l t  u p  a c c o r d i n g  t o  
t h e  m i n d  o f  C h r i s t ,  a n d  w h a t  w o u l d  
p eop l e  de s i r e  more .  Bu t  whe r e a s  he  h ad  
b e f o r e  s a i d ,  t h a t  I  d e n i e d  a  M i n i s t e r  t o  
b e  a  Min i s t e r  t o  mo r e  t h an  h i s  own  Chu r ch :  
and  I  had  a sked  h im who  t o l d  h im  s o ;  ad- 
d i n g  t h a t  e x p l i c a t i o n  o f  m y  j u d g e m e n t ,  
t h a t  f o r  s o  mu c h  a s  m en  a r e  a p p o i n t e d  t h e  
o b j e c t s  o f  t h e  d i s p e n s a t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r d ,  I  
g r a n t  a  M i n i s t e r  i n  t h e  d i s p e n s a t i o n  o f  
i t  t o  a c t  m i n i s t e r i a l l y ,  t owa r d s  n o t  o n l y  t h e  
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h ,  b u t  t h e  
v i s i b l e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  a l s o  i n  c o n - 
t r a d i s t i n c t i o n  t h e r e u n t o ;  h e  n o w  t e l l s 
		  me 
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me  a  s t o r y  o f  p a s s a ge s  be tween  the  l e a r - 
n e d  D r  Wa l l i s  a n d  my s e l f ,  a b o u t  h i s  q u e - 
s t i o n  i n  t h e  Ve s p e r s  1654 .  n ame ly ,  th a t  a s  
t o  t h a t  q u e s t i o n  A n  p o t e s t a s  m i n i s t r i  E - 
v a n g e l i c i  a d  u n i u s  t a n t u m  e c e l e s i æ  p a r t i - 
c u l a r i s  m e m b r a  e x t e n d a t u r ?  I  s a i d  t h a t ,  
D r  W a l l i s  h a d  b r o u g h t  m e  a  c h a l l e n g e ,  
a n d  t h a t  I f  I  d i d  d i s p u t e  o n  t h a t  q u e s t i o n ,  
I  m u s t  d i s p u t e  e x  a n i m o ;  a l t h o u g h  I  
g r an t  t h a t  a  Min i s t e r ,  a s  a  Min i s t e r  may  
p r e a c h  t h e  w o r d ,  t o  m o r e  t h a n  t h o s e  o f  
h i s  o w n  c o n g r e g a t i o n ,  y e t  k n o w i n g  
t h e  s e n s e  whe r e i n  t h e  l e a r n e d  D r  Wa l l i s  
mainta ined tha t  ques t ion,  i t  i s  not  impos- 
s i b l e  bu t  I  m i gh t  s a y ,  i f  I  d i d  d i s pu t e  I  
mu s t  do  i t  e x  a n im o ;  f o r  h i s  b r i n g i n g  m e  
a  c h a l l e n g e ,  I  do  no t  know tha t  e i the r  he  
d i d  s o ,  o r  t h a t  I  p u t  t h a t  i n t e r p r e t a t i - 
o n  o n  w h a t  h e  d i d ;  b u t  I  s h a l l  c r a v e  
l e a ve  t o  s a y ,  t h a t  i f  t h e  l e a r n e d  D r  Wal - 
l i s  d o  f i n d  a n y  g r o u n d ,  o r  o c c a s i o n  t o  
b r i n g  a  c h a l l e n g e  u n t o  m e ,  t o  d e b a t e  a - 
n y  p o i n t  o f  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  u s ,  I  
s h a l l  no t  wa ive  an swe r ing  h i s  de s i r e ,  a l - 
t hough  h e  s hou l d  b r i n g  Mr  Cawd r e y  f o r  
h i s  s e c o n d ;  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  I  s h a l l  o n l y 
	 f 4	 say, 
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s ay ,  tha t  a s  i t  i s  no  commenda t ion  to  the  
m o d e r a t i o n  o r  i n g e n u i t y  o f  a n y  o n e  
w h a t e v e r  t h u s  t o  p u b l i s h  t o  t h e  w o r l d  
p r i v a t e  h e a r s a y s ,  a n d  w h a t  h e  h a t h  
b e en  t o l d  o f  p r i v a t e  con f e r ence s ;  s o  i f  I  
w o u l d  i n s i s t  o n  t h e  s a m e  c o u r s e ,  t o  
m a k e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  w h a t  I  h a v e  b e e n  
t o l d  h a t h  b e e n  t h e  p r i v a t e  d i s c o u r s e  o f  
s o m e  m e n ,  i t  i s  n o t  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  I  
shou ld  occa s ion  the i r  shame and  t roub le :  
yet  in thi s  course of  proceeding a progress  
i s  made out  in the ensuing words ,  and Mr  
S t u b b e s  ( w h o  i s  n o w  c a l l e d  m y  A m a n u - 
en s i s ,  who some f i ve  yea r s  ago  t r an sc r ib- 
ed  abou t  a  s h e e t  o f  p a p e r  f o r  m e ,  and  no t  
o n e  l i n e  b e f o r e  o r  s i n c e ; )  i s  s a i d  t o  b e  
emp l o y e d ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  e n c ou r a g e d ,  by  me  to  
w r i t e  a g a i n s t  t h e  l e a r n e d  D r  W a l l i s ,  h i s  
T h e s i s  b e i n g  p u b l i s h e d ;  t h i s  i s  a s  t r u e  
a s  m u c h  o f  t h a t  t h a t  w e n t  b e f o r e ,  a n d  
a s  s o m e w h a t  o f  t h a t  t h a t  f o l l o w s  a f - 
t e r ;  a nd  whe r e a s  i t  i s  a dded ,  t h a t  I  s a i d  
w h a t  h e  h a d  w r i t t e n  o n  t h a t  s u b j e c t ,  
w a s  a  s c u r r i l o u s ,  r i d i c u l o u s  p i e c e ,  i t  i s  
o f  t h e  s a m e  n a t u r e  w i t h  t h e  r e s t  o f  
t h e  l i k e  r e p o r t s .  I  k n e w  t h a t  M r 
		  Stubbes



	 a defence of mr john cotton	 89

S t u b b e s  w a s  w r i t i n g  o n  t h a t  s u b j e c t ;  
b u t  n o t  u n t i l  h e  h a d  p r o c e e d e d  f a r  i n  
i t ;  I  n e i t h e r  e m p l o y e d  h i m ,  n o r  e n c o u - 
r a g e d  h i m  i n  i t ,  a n y  o t h e r w i s e  t h a n  
t h e  con s i d e r a t i on  o f  h i s  p a p e r s ,  a f t e r  h e  
h a d  w r i t t e n  t h e m ,  m a y  b e  s o  i n t e r - 
p r e t e d ;  a n d  t h e  r e a s o n  w h y  I  w a s  n o t  
w i l l i n g  h e  s h o u l d  p r o c e e d ,  n e x t  t o  m y  
d e s i r e  o f  c o n t i n u a n c e  o f  p e a c e  i n  t h i s  
p l a c e ,  w a s  h i s  u s i n g  s u c h  e x p r e s s i o n s  
o f  m e ,  and  some  th ing s  o f  m ine ,  i n  s un- 
d r y  p l a c e s  o f  h i s  d i s c o u r s e ,  a s  I  c o u l d  
n o t  m o d e s t l y  a l l o w  t o  b e  d i v u l g e d ;  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  w o r d s  t o  t h e  s a m e  p u r p o s e  
w i t h  t h e m  b e f o r e  men t i on ed ,  I  r emem- 
b e r  n o t ;  n o r  d i d  e v e r  t h i n k  t o  b e  e n - 
gaged  in  the  cons ide ra t ion  o f  such  t r an s - 
g r e s s i on s  o f  t h e  common  ru l e s  o f  human  
s o c i e t y  a s  t h o s e  n o w  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h ;  
R e p o r t s ,  h e a r s a y s ,  t a l k s ,  p r i v a t e  
d i s c o u r s e  b e t w e e n  f r i e n d s ,  a l l e g a t i o n s  
c o u n t e n a n c e d  b y  n o n e  o f  t h e s e ,  n o r  a - 
n y t h i n g  e l s e ,  a r e  t h e  w e a p o n s  w h e r e - 
w i t h  I  a m  a s s a u l t e d .  I  h a v e  h e a r d ,  I  
am  t o l d ,  i f  r e p o r t s  b e  t r u e ,  ’ tw a s  v o x  p o - 
p u l i  a t  O x f o r d ,  i s  i t  n o t  s o ?  I  p r e s u m e 
		  he 
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h e  w i l l  n o t  d e n y  i t ,  a r e  t h e  o rn amen t s  o f  
t h i s  d i s c ou r s e :  s t r a ng e !  t h a t  men  o f  e x - 
per ience  and grav i ty  should  be  ca r r ied  by  
t he  power  o f  t he s e  t empt a t i on s  no t  on l y  
t o  t h e  f o r g e t f u l n e s s  o f  t h e  r o y a l  l a w  o f  
C h r i s t ,  a n d  a l l  G o s p e l  r u l e  o f  d e p o r t - 
m e n t  t o w a r d s  h i s  p r o f e s s e d  D i s c i p l e s :  
b u t  a l s o  b e  e n g a g e d  i n t o  w a y s  a n d  p r a - 
c t i c e s ,  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  d i c t a t e s  o f  t h e  
l a w  o f  n a t u r e ,  a n d  s u c h  a s  s u n d r y  h e a - 
t h e n s  w o u l d  h a v e  a b h o r r e d .  F o r  m y  
o w n  p a r t ,  h a d  n o t  G o d  b y  h i s  p r o v i - 
d ence  p l a c ed  me  i n  t h a t  s t a t i on ,  whe r e - 
i n  o t h e r s  a l s o  t h a t  f e a r  h i m  a r e  c o n - 
c e r n e d  i n  m e ,  I  s h o u l d  n o t  o n c e  t u r n  
a s i d e  t o  l o o k  u p o n  s u c h  h e a p s  a s  t h a t  
w h i c h  I  h a v e  n o w  p a s s e d  o v e r :  m y  
j udgemen t  on  mos t  he ad s  and  a r t i c l e s  o f  
C h r i s t i a n  R e l i g i o n  i s  l o n g  s i n c e  p u b - 
l i s h e d  t o  t h e  w o r l d ,  a n d  I  c o n t i n u e  
t h r o u g h  t h e  g r a c e  a n d  p a t i e n c e  o f  G o d  
p r e a c h i n g  i n  p u b l i c  a n s w e r a b l y  t o  
t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  I  d o  p r o f e s s ;  a n d  i f  a n y  
man  sh a l l  oppo s e  wha t  I  h ave  de l i v e r ed ,  
o r  s h a l l  s o  d e l i v e r ,  i n  p r i n t  o r  i n  t h e  
p u l p i t ,  o r  i n  d i v i n i t y  l e c t u r e s ,  a s  m y 
		  judg-
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j u d g e m e n t ,  I  s h a l l  c o n s i d e r  h i s  o p - 
p o s i t i o n ,  a n d  d o  t h e r e i n ,  a s  G o d  s h a l l  
g u i d e :  w i t h  e v i l  s u rm i s e s ,  c h a r g e s  upon  
h e a r s a y s ,  a n d  r e p o r t s ,  a t t e n d e d  w i t h  
p e r p e t u a l  e x c u r s i o n s  f r o m  t h e  A r g u - 
m e n t  i n  h a n d ,  I  s h a l l  n o  m o r e  c o n - 
tend.

S o m e  f e w  o b s e r v a t i o n s  o n  s c a t t e r e d  
p a s s a g e s ,  w i l l  n o w  s p e e d i l y  i s s u e  t h i s  
d i s c o u r s e .  P a g e  1 1 2 .  T o  t h a t  A s s e r t i o n  
o f  m i n e ,  t h a t  i f  R o m e  b e  n o  p a r t i c u l a r  
C h u r c h ,  i t  i s  n o  C h u r c h  a t  a l l ,  f o r  t h e  
C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  i t  i s  n o t ,  h e  r e - 
p l i e s ,  t h a t  t h o u g h  i t  b e  n o t  s u c h  a  p a r t i - 
c u l a r  C o n g r e g a t i o n  a s  I  i n t e n d ,  y e t  i t  
m a y  b e  a  p a r t i c u l a r  P a t r i a r c h a l  C h u r c h :  
B u t ,  1 :  t h e n  i t  s e e m s  i t  i s  a  p a r t i c u l a r  
Church, which grants my inference.

2 .  I t  w a s  a  p a r t i c u l a r  C h u r c h  o f  
C h r i s t ’ s  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h a t  I  i n q u i r e d  a f - 
t e r ;  d o t h  o u r  A u t h o r  t h i n k  t h a t  C h r i s t  
h a t h  a p p o i n t e d  a n y  P a t r i a r c h a l  C h u r c h ?  
a  P a t r i a r c h a l  C h u r c h ,  a s  s u c h ,  i s  s u c h  
f r o m  i t s  R e l a t i o n  t o  a  P a t r i a r c h :  a n d  
h e  c a n  s c a r c e  b e  t h o u g h t  t o  j u d g e  P a - 
t r i a r c h s  t o  b e  o f  D i v i n e  i n s t i t u t i o n , 
		  who 
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w h o  h a t h  c u t  o f f  a n d  a b j u r e d  E p i s - 
copacy.

T h e  D o n a t i s t s  a r e  m e n t i o n e d  a g a i n ,  p .  
1 1 3 .  A n d  I  a m  a g a i n  C h a r g e d  w i t h  a n  
a t t emp t  t o  v i nd i c a t e  t h em  f r om  s ch i sm ;  
my  t hough t s  o f  t h em  I  h a v e  b e f o r e  d e - 
c lared to the ful l ;  & have no reason to re- 
t r a c t  a ny th i ng  f r om  wha t  wa s  t h en  s po - 
k e n ,  o r  t o  a d d  a n y t h i n g  t h e r e u n t o ;  
i f  i t  m a y  s a t i s f y  o u r  A u t h o r ,  I  h e r e  
g r a n t  t h e y  w e r e  S c h i s m a t i c s ,  w i t h  
what  aggravat ions  he p leaseth;  and where- 
in  the i r  s c h i sm  con s i s t ed ,  I  h ave  a l so  de- 
c l a r e d :  b u t  h e  s a y s ,  I  u n d e r t a k e  t o  
e x e m p t  s o m e  o t h e r s  f r o m  s c h i s m  ( I  
k n o w  w h o m ) ,  t h a t  s u f f e r  w i t h  t h e m  
in  fo rmer  and  a f t e r  age s ,  unde r  the  s ame  
i m p u t a t i o n ;  I  d o  s o  i n d e e d ;  a n d  I  s u p - 
p o s e  o u r  A u t h o r  m a y  g u e s s  a t  w h o m  I  
i n t e n d , — h i m s e l f ,  a m o n g s t  o t h e r s ;  
I  h o p e  h e  i s  n o t  s o  t a k e n  u p  i n  h i s  
t h o u g h t s ,  w i t h  c h a r g i n g  s c h i s m  o n  o - 
t h e r s ,  a s  t o  f o r g e t ,  t h a t  m a n y ,  t h e  
g r e a t e s t  p a r t  a n d  n u m b e r  o f  t h e  t r u e  
C h u r c h e s  o f  C h r i s t  d o  c o n d e m n  h i m  
f o r  a  S c h i s m a t i c ,  a  D o n a t i s t i c a l  S c h i s -
		  matick: 
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m a t i c :  I  s u p p o s e  h e  a c k n o w l e d g e s  t h e  
C h u r c h  o f  R o m e  t o  b e  a  t r u e  C h u r c h ;  
t h e  L u t h e r a n  I  a m  p e r s u a d e d  h e  w i l l  
n o t  d e n y ,  n o r  p e r h a p s  t h e  G r e c i a n ,  
t o  b e  s o :  T h e  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h  o f  
E n g l a n d ,  h e  c o n t e n d s  f o r ;  a n d  y e t  a l l  
t h e s e ,  w i t h  o n e  v o i c e  c r y  o u t  u p o n  h i m  
f o r  a  S c h i s m a t i c :  a n d  a s  t o  t h e  p l e a  o f  
t h e  l a s t ,  h o w  h e  c a n  s a t i s f y  h i s  c o n s c i - 
ence ,  a s  to  the  re jec t ion o f  h i s  l awfu l  su - 
p e r i o r s ,  u p o n  h i s  o w n  p r i n c i p l e s ,  w i t h - 
o u t  p r e t e n d i n g  a n y  s u c h  c r i m e  a g a i n s t  
t h em ,  a s  t h e  Dona t i s t s  d i d  a g a i n s t  Cæc i - 
l i a n u s ,  I  p r o f e s s  I  d o  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d :  
n e w  m e n t i o n  i s  m a d e  o f  E p i s c o p a l  o r d i - 
na t i on ,  p .  120 ,  And they  a re  s a id  to  have  
had the i r  succes s ive  ordinat ion f rom Rome  
who ordained therein;  so indeed some say,  
and some otherwi se ;  whether  they  had  or  
n o ,  i s  n o t h i n g  t o  m e ,  I  l a y  n o  w e i g h t  
u p o n  i t ;  t h e y  h e l d  I  a m  s u r e ,  t h a t  
p l a c e  i n  E n g l a n d ,  t h a t  w i t h o u t  t h e i r  
a p p r o b a t i o n  n o  m a n  c o u l d  p u b l i c l y ,  
p r e a c h  t h e  G o s p e l ;  t o  s a y  t h e y  w e r e  
P r e s b y t e r s ,  a n d  o r d a i n e d  a s  P r e s b y - 
t e r s ,  I  know no t  wha t  s a t i s f a c t ion  c an  a -
		  rise 
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a r i s e  u n t o  C o n s c i e n c e  t h e r e b y .  P a r t y  
a nd  a r gumen t ,  may  b e  coun t en an c ed  b y  
i t ;  t h e y  p r o f e s s  t h e y  o r d a i n e d  a s  B i - 
s h o p s ,  t h a t  f o r  t he i r  l i v e s  and  sou l s  t hey  
d u r s t  n o t  o r d a i n  b u t  a s  s u c h ;  s o  t h e y  
t o l d  t h o s e  w h o m  t h e y  o r d a i n e d ,  a n d  
a f f i rm they  have  open  in ju ry  done  them,  
by  any  one ’ s  den i a l  o f  i t :  A s  i t  wa s ,  t he  
be s t  i s  to  be  made  o f  i t ;  th i s  sh i f t  i s  no t  
h a n d s o m e ;  n o r  i s  i t  i n g e n u o u s ,  f o r  a n y  
o n e ,  t h a t  h a t h  l o o k e d  i n t o  A n t i q u i t y ,  
t o  c h a r g e  me  w i t h  d ep a r t i n g  f r om  t h e i r  
s e n s e  i n  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  s c h i s m ,  d e c l a r e d  
about  the  3 rd  & 4 th  Age s ,  & a t  the  s ame  
t i m e  t o  m a i n t a i n  a n  e q u a l i t y  b e t w e e n  
Bi s h op s  and  Pr e s b y t e r s ;  o r  t o  s a y  th a t  Bi - 
s h o p s  o r d a i n e d  a s  P r e s b y t e r s ,  n o t  a s  B i - 
s h o p s :  N o r  d o  I  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  e x c e l - 
l ency o f  tha t  order  which we see  in  some  
C h u r c h e s ,  w h e r e  t h e y  h a v e  t w o  s o r t s  
o f  E l d e r s ;  t h e  o n e  m a d e  s o ,  b y  o r d i - 
n a t i o n  w i t h o u t  E l e c t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  
b y  E l e c t i o n  w i t h o u t  o r d i n a t i o n ;  t h o s e  
who  a r e  o r d a i n ed ,  c a s t i n g  o f f  a l l  powe r  
a n d  A u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e m  t h a t  o r d a i n e d  
t h e m ;  a n d  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  e l e c t e d ,  i m -
		  mediately 
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i m m e d i a t e l y  r e j e c t i n g  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p a r t  
of those that chose them.

N o r  d i d  I ,  a s  i s  p r e t e n d ,  p l e a d  f o r  
the i r  Pr e s by t e r i an  way  in  the  yea r  [ 16 ]46 ;  
a l l  t h e  m in i s t e r s  ( a lmo s t )  i n  t h e  c oun t y  
o f  E s s e x ,  k n o w  t h e  c o n t r a r y ;  o n e  e s - 
p e c i a l l y ,  b e i n g  a  m a n  o f  g r e a t  a b i - 
l i t y ,  a n d  m o d e r a t i o n  o f  s p i r i t ,  a n d  f o r  
h i s  k n o w l e d g e  i n  t h o s e  t h i n g s ,  n o t  b e - 
h ind  any  man ,  I  know,  in  Eng l and  o f  h i s  
w a y ,  w i t h  w h o m  i n  t h a t  y e a r ,  a n d  
t h e  n e x t  f o l l o w i n g ,  I  h a d  s u n d r y  c o n - 
f e r e n c e s  a t  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s  o f  m i n i - 
s t e r s ,  a s  t o  t h e  s e v e r a l  w a y s  o f  R e f o r - 
m a t i o n ,  t h a n  u n d e r  p r o p o s a l .  B u t  t h e  
f r i vo l ou sn e s s  o f  t h e s e  impu t a t i on s ,  h a t h  
b e en  s poken  o f  b e f o r e ,  a s  a l s o  t h e  f a l s - 
e n e s s  o f  t h e  C a l u m n y ,  w h i c h  o u r  A u - 
t h o r  i s  p l e a s e d  t o  r e p e a t  a g a i n ,  a b o u t  
my turning from ways in Religion.

M y  d e s c r i p t i on  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  Chu r ch  
he  once  more  b l ames  a s  app l i cab le  to  the  
C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  i n v i s i b l e ,  a n d  t o  t h e  
v i s i b l e  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  ( I  s u p p o s e  h e  
m e a n s  a s  s u c h )  w h e n  a  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  
t h e  s a m e  o r d i n a n c e s  n u m e r i c a l l y ,  i s  a s -
		  signed 
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s i g n e d  a s  i t s  d i f f e r e n c e ;  H e  a s k s ,  w h e - 
t h e r  i t  b e c o m e s  m y  i n g e n u i t y  t o  i n t e r - 
p r e t  t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  o f  a  C h u r c h ’ s  r e d u - 
c t i o n  t o  i t s  p r i m i t i v e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  b y  
i t s  own  f i t n e s s  a nd  c ap a c i t y  t o  b e  s o  r e - 
d u c e d ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  b y  i t s  e x t e r n a l  h i n - 
d e r a n c e s  o r  f u r t h e r a n c e s ;  B u t  w i t h  
w h a t  i n g e n u i t y  o r  m o d e s t y ,  t h a t  q u e - 
s t i o n  i s  a s k e d ,  I  p r o f e s s  I  u n d e r s t a n d  
no t ;  and ,  pa g e  134 ,  he  h a th  th i s  p a s s a ge :  
( o n l y  I  t a k e  n o t i c e  o f  h i s  i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  
t o  h i s  a n sw e r ,  w i th  t h ank s  f o r  t he  c i v i l i - 
ty  o f  the  inquiry  in  the manner  o f  i t s  ex- 
p r e s s i o n ;  m y  w o r d s  w e r e  t h e s e :  w h e t h e r  
o u r  R e v e r e n d  A u t h o r  d o  n o t  i n  h i s  c o n - 
s c i e n c e  t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s  n o  t r u e  C h u r c h  i n  
En g l a n d  ‘ t i l l ,  & c ,  wh i c h  p u t s  m e  i n t o  s u s - 
p i c i o n ,  t h a t  t h e  R e v e r e n d  D o c t o r  w a s  
o f f e n d e d  t h a t  I  d i d  n o t  a l w a y s  ( f o r  o f t  
I  d o )  g i v e  h i m  t h a t  t i t l e  o f  t h e  R e - 
v e r e n d  A u t h o r ,  o r  t h e  D o c t o r ,  w h i c h  
m a d e  h i m  c r y  o u t  h e  w a s  n e v e r  s o  d e a l t  
w i t h a l  b y  any  p a r t y  a s  b y  me ;  t h ou gh  up on  
r e v i e w ,  I  d o  n o t  f i n d ,  t h a t  I  g a v e  h i m  
a n y  u n c i v i l  l a n g u a g e ,  u n b e s e e m i n g  m e  
t o  g i v e  o r  h i m  t o  r e c e i v e ;  a n d  I  h e a r  t h a t 
		  some-
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s o m e b o d y  h a t h  d e a l t  m o r e  u n c i v i l l y  w i t h  
him in that respect, which he took very ill.

L e t  t h i s  R e v e r e n d  A u t h o r ,  m a k e  
wha t  u se  o f  i t  he  p l e a s e ,  I  c annot  bu t  a - 
g a i n  t e l l  h im ,  t h a t  t h e s e  t h i n g s  b e come  
ne i t he r  h im ,  no r  any  man  p ro f e s s i ng  t he  
R e l i g i o n  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  o r  t h a t  h a t h  
a n y  r e s p e c t  t o  t r u t h  o r  s o b r i e t y ;  c a n  a - 
n y  m a n  t h i n k ,  t h a t  i n  h i s  c o n s c i e n c e ,  
h e  g i v e s  a n y  c r e d i t  t o  t h e  i n s i n u a t i o n  
which here  he  makes ,  tha t  I  should  thank  
h i m  f o r  c a l l i n g  m e  R e v e r e n d  A u t h o r ,  
o r  R e v e r e n d  D o c t o r ,  o r  b e  t r o u b l e d  f o r  
h i s  n o t  u s i n g  t h o s e  e x p r e s s i o n s ?  C a n  
the  mind  o f  an  hon e s t  man  be  though t  to  
b e  c o n v e r s a n t  w i t h  s u c h  m e a n  a n d  l o w  
t h o u g h t s ?  F o r  t h e  T i t l e  o f  R e v e r e n d ,  I  
do  g i ve  h im no t i c e  t h a t  I  h ave  ve ry  l i t - 
t l e  v a l ued  i t ,  e ve r  s i n ce  I  h ave  con s i de - 
r e d  t h e  s a y i n g  o f  L u t h e r ;  N u n q u a m  p e - 
r i c l i t a t u r  R e l i g i o  n i s i  i n t e r  R e v e r e n d i s s i - 
m o s .  S o  t h a t  h e  m a y ,  a s  t o  m e  f o r b e a r  
i t  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e ,  a n d  c a l l  m e ,  a s  t h e  
Q u a k e r s  d o ,  a n d  i t  s h a l l  s u f f i c e .  A n d  
f o r  t h a t  o f  D o c t o r ;  i t  w a s  c o n f e r r e d  o n  
m e  b y  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  m y  a b s e n c e , 
	 g	 and 
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a n d  a g a i n s t  m y  c o n s e n t ,  a s  t h e y  h a v e  
e x p r e s s e d  i t  u n d e r  t h e i r  p u b l i c  s e a l :  
n o r  d o t h  a n y  t h i n g  b u t  g r a t i t u d e ,  a n d  
r e s p e c t  un to  them,  make  me once  own i t ;  
and  f r e ed  f r om th a t  ob l i g a t i on ,  I  s hou ld  
never  u se  i t  more ,  nor  d id  I  u se  i t ,  un t i l  
s ome  we r e  o f f ended  w i t h  me ,  &  b l amed  
me  fo r  my neg lec t  o f  them.  And fo r  tha t  
o t h e r ,  w h o m  h e  m e n t i o n s ,  w h o  b e - 
f o r e  t h i s ,  g a v e  s o  f a r  p l a c e  t o  i n d i g - 
n a t i o n ,  a s  t o  i n s i nu a t e  s ome  s u ch  t h i ng ,  
I  d o u b t  n o t  b u t  b y  t h i s  t i m e  h e  h a t h  
b e e n  c o n v i n c e d  o f  h i s  m i s t a k e  t h e r e i n ,  
b e i n g  a  P e r s o n  o f  a n o t h e r  m a n n e r  o f  a - 
b i l i t y  a nd  wo r t h ,  t h an  s om e  o t h e r s ,  w i t h  
w h o m  I  h a v e  t o  d o ;  a n d  t h e  t r u t h  i s ,  
m y  m a n n e r  o f  d e a l i n g  w i t h  h i m  i n  m y  
l a s t  r e p l y ,  w h i c h  I  h a v e  s i n c e  m y s e l f  
n o t  s o  w e l l  a p p r o v e d  o f ,  r e q u i r e s  t h e  
p a s s i n g  b y  s u c h  r e t u r n s .  B u t  y o u  w i l l  
s a y  t h e n  w h y  d o  I  p r e f a c e  t h i s  d i s c o - 
ur se ,  wi th  tha t  Expre s s ion ;  wi th  thanks  f o r  
t h e  c i v i l i t y  o f  t h e  i n q u i r y  i n  t h e  m a n n e r  
o f  i t s  e x p r e s s i o n ?  I  s a y !  t h i s  w i l l  d i s c o - 
v e r  t h e  i n i q u i t y  o f  t h i s  A u t h o r ’ s  p r o - 
c e d u r e ,  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r :  H i s  i n q u i r y 
		  was, 
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w a s ,  w h e t h e r  I  d i d  n o t  i n  m y  C o n s c i e n c e  
t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  n o  t r u e  C h u r c h e s  i n  
E n g l a n d ,  u n t i l  t h e  B r o w n i s t s  o u r  F a - 
t h e r s ,  t h e  A n a b a p t i s t s  o u r  e l d e r  b r o t h e r s ,  
a n d  o u r s e l v e s ,  a r o s e  a n d  g a t h e r e d  n e w  
Chu r c h e s ;  w i thou t  once  t ak ing  no t i ce ,  o r  
m e n t i o n i n g  h i s  t i t l e s  t h a t  h e  s a y s  h e  
g a v e  m e ,  I  u s e d  t h e  w o r d s ,  i n  a  s e n s e  
obv iou s  to  eve ry  man ’ s  f i r s t  con s ide r a t i - 
on ,  a s  a  r ep roo f  o f  the  exp re s s ion s  men- 
t ioned ;  tha t  wh ich  wa s  the  t rue  c au se  o f  
m y  w o r d s  o u r  A u t h o r  h i d e s  i n  a n  & c :  
tha t  which was  not  by me once taken no- 
t i c e  o f ,  i s  b y  h i m  e x p r e s s e d ;  t o  s e r v e  
an  end  o f  d r aw ing  f o r th  an  ev i l  s u rm i z e  
a n d  s u s p i c i o n ,  t h a t  h a t h  n o t  t h e  l e a s t  
c o l o u r  t o  g i v e  i t  c o u n t e n a n c e ;  P a s s i n g  
b y  a l l  i n d i f f e r e n t  R e a d e r s ,  I  r e f e r  t h e  
h o n e s t y  o f  t h i s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  m e ,  t o  t h e  
j u d g e m e n t  o f  h i s  o w n  c o n s c i e n c e ;  s e t - 
t i n g  d o w n ,  w h a t  I  n e i t h e r  e x p r e s s e d ,  
n o r  t o o k  n o t i c e  o f ,  n o r  h a d  a n y  s i n g u - 
l a r  o c c a s i on  i n  t h a t  p l a c e  s o  t o  do ,  t h e  
wo rd s  b e i ng  o f t en  u s ed  by  h im ,  h i d i ng ,  
and  concea l i ng  wha t  I  d id  t a k e  n o t i c e  o f ,  
a n d  e x p r e s s ,  a n d  w h i c h  t o  e v e r y  m a n ’ s 
	 g 2	 view 
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v i e w  w a s  t h e  o c c a s i o n  o f  t h a t  p a s s a g e ,  
t h a t  conc lu s i on  o r  unwor thy  i n s i nua t i on  
i s  m a d e ,  w h i c h  a  G o o d  m a n  o u g h t  t o  
have abhorred.

S u n d r y  o t h e r  p a r t i c u l a r s  t h e r e  a r e ,  
p a r t l y  f a l s e ,  a n d  c a l u m n i a t i n g ,  
part ly impert inent,  part ly consis t ing in mi- 
s t a k e s ,  t h a t  I  o u g h t  a t  t h e  f i r s t  v i e w ,  
t o  h a v e  made  men t i on  o f ;  bu t  on  s e v e - 
r a l  a c coun t s ,  I  am r a the r  w i l l i ng  he re  to  
pu t  a n  end  t o  t h e  Re ade r ’ s  t r oub l e  a nd  
my own.



The Preface

T
H E  S e r v a n t s  o f  t h e  L o r d  
( s a i t h  P a u l )  m u s t  n o t  
s t r i v e ,  b u t  b e  G e n t l e  t o - 
w a r d s  a l l  m e n ,  2   T i m o t h y  
2 : 2 4 ,  h o w  m u c h  m o r e  

t o w a r d s  t h e i r  B r e t h r e n ?  B u t  w h a t  i f  
a  B r o t h e r ,  s h o u l d  b e c o m e  a n  A d v e r - 
s a r y  ( w h e t h e r  A d v e r s a r i u s  l i t i s ,  o r  
P e r s o n æ , )  a n d  s p e a k  h a r d  w o r d s ,  
y e a  a n d  w r i t e  a  B o o k  a g a i n s t  h i s  f e l - 
l o w  S e r v a n t s ?  J o b  t e l l e t h  u s ,  t h o u g h  
h e  c o u l d ,  y e t  h e  w o u l d  n o t  s p e a k  a s  
t h e y  d o ,  J o b  1 6 : 4 , 5 .  A n d  f o r  t h e  
b o o k  a g a i n s t  h i m ,  H e  w o u l d  t a k e  i t  
a n d  b i n d  i t  u p o n  h i s  s h o u l d e r ,  A n d  y e t  
I  d o  n o t  t h i n k  h e  m e a n t  t o  c a s t  i t  b e - 
h i n d  h i s  B a c k ,  b u t  t h a t  h e  w o u l d  
b e a r  i t  a s  a  l i g h t  l o a d ,  a n d  i n  c a s e 
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o f  h i s  I n n o c e n c y ,  H e  w o u l d  w e a r  i t  
a s  h i s  C r o w n :  A n d  f o r  t h a t  e n d ,  
w o u l d  d e c l a r e  u n t o  H i m  t h e  N u m b e r  
o f  h i s  s t e p s ,  J o b  3 1 : 3 5 , 3 6 , 3 7 ?  Y e t  
t h o u g h  s u c h  a  B o o k  m i g h t  s e e m  
t o  I m p a r t i a l  a n d  J u d i c i o u s  m i n d s  
w r i t t e n  w i t h  a  S p i r i t  o f  B i t t e r n e s s ,  
a n d  c o n t e m p t ,  a n d  i n  a  S t y l e  s u i t a b l e ,  
y e t  t h e  S e r v a n t s  o f  t h e  L o r d  h a v e  n o t  
s o  l e a r n e d  Ch r i s t ,  no r  t h e  T ru th  ( a s  i t  i s  
i n  J e s u s )  a s  t o  R e t u r n  E v i l  f o r  E v i l ,  
o r  R e v i l i n g  f o r  R e v i l i n g .  H a r d  w o r d s  
a r e  n o t  G i v e n ,  b u t  a s  t h e  L o r d  c o m - 
m a n d e t h ,  i f  n o t  i n  h i s  O r d i n a n c e s ,  y e t  
i n  h i s  P r o v i d e n c e :  A n d  e i t h e r  t h e y  a r e  
D e s e r v e d ,  &  t h e n  t h e y  a r e  a n  e x c e l l e n t  
B a l m  w h i c h  w i l l  n o t  b r e a k  t h e  h e a d :  
o r  u n d e s e r v e d ,  a n d  t h e n  t h e  L o r d  
w i l l  R e q u i t e  G o o d  t o  h i m  t h a t  s u f - 
f e r e t h  e v i l .  I t  i s  n o  n e w  T h i n g  f o r  
G o d ’ s  o w n  S e r v a n t s  t o  b e  t a k e n  
w i t h  P a r o x i s m s  ( a s  P a u l  a n d  B a r n a - 
b a s  w e r e ,  A c t s  1 5 . )  t h a t  i s ,  w i t h  P a n g s  
o f  P a s s i o n ,  A n d  t h a t  i s  t h e  w o r s t  I  
c o n c e i v e  o f  t h e  t a r t e s t  P a s s a g e s  o f  M r  
C a w d r e y ’ s  R e p l y .  F o r  I  s e e  b y  h i s 
		  dealing 
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d e a l i n g  w i t h  M r  H o o k e r ,  t h a t  h e  c a n  
w r i t e  w i t h  m o r e  m e e k n e s s ,  a n d  m o - 
d e r a t i o n ,  w h e n  t h e  L o r d  h e l p e t h  h i m :  
L e t  m e  t h e r e f o r e  b r i e f l y  g i v e  A c - 
c o u n t  o f  s u c h  P a s s a g e s  o f  m i n e ,  a s  
h a v e  s e e m e d  m o s t  o f f e n s i v e  t o  H i m :  
a n d  t h a t  i n  s u c h  t e r m s ,  a s  m a y  n o t  
u n b e s e e m  e i t h e r  m y s e l f ,  o r  t h e  
cause.

CHAP. 1

TH E  f i r s t  o f f e n c e  h e  t a k e n ,  i s  a - 
g a i n s t  m y  I n c o n s t a n c y ,  a n d  ( t h a t  

w h i c h  i s  t h e  f r u i t  o f  i t )  m y  m a n i - 
f e s t  a n d  m a n i f o l d  C o n t r a d i c t i o n s  t o  
m y s e l f  t o  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  a b o u t  2 1 :  
I n c o n s t a n c y  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  H e  I n t i - 
m a t e t h  i n  t h e  T e x t  o f  J a m e s  i n  h i s  
Frontpiece, James 1:8.

A  d o u b l e  m i n d e d  m a n  i s  u n s t a b l e  i n  
all his ways.

T o  w h i c h  I  w i l l  R e j o i n  n o  o t h e r  A n - 
s w e r  t h a n  a  T e x t  o f  l i k e  A u t h o r i t y ,  
a n d  a l l e g e d  ( I  h o p e )  w i t h  m o r e  
P e r t i n e n c y ,  M a t t h e w  1 1 : 7 ,  W h a t  w e n t 
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y o u  o u t  i n t o  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  t o  s e e ?  
A Reed shaken with the wind?

T h e  C o n t r a d i c t i o n s  a r e  s e t  f o r t h  i n  
g r e a t  l e t t e r s  i n  t h e  T i t l e  P a g e  a n d  a f - 
t e r w a r d s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  a n  a m p l e  
S c h e m e  i n  3  C o l u m n s  i n  t h e  e n d  o f  
h i s  r e p l y ,  l e t  u s  c o n s i d e r  o f  t h e m  i n  
order.

The 1st Contradiction.
1 .  T h e  K e y s  

we r e  g i v en  t o  Pe - 
t e r  a s  an  Apos t l e ,  
a s  an  E ld e r ,  a s  a  
B e l i e v e r .  S o  t h e  
Sense i s  most  ful l .  
The Keys, Page 4.

1.  The power  o f  
t h e  k e y s  i s  g i v e n  
t o  P e t e r ,  n o t  a s  
an  Apos t l e  no r  a s  
E l d e r ,  b u t  a s  a  
Professed Bel iever.  
The Way, p. 27.

1. Peter Received not  
the keys, merely as  
a Believer, but as a  
B e l i e v e r  p u b l i c l y  
professing his Faith,  
&c. The Way Cleared,  
Part 2, p. 39. To like  
Purpose Mr Hooker,  
Surv. Part 1, p. 203.

T h e  R e c o n c i l i a t i o n  o f  t h i s  S e e m - 
i n g  C o n t r a d i c t i o n  w e r e  o b v i o u s  a n d  
e a s y ;  t a k e  t h e  w o r d s  a s  t h e y  s t a n d  i n  
t h e  S c h e m e ;  f o r  s o  i t  m i g h t  b e  s a i d ,  
B r e t h r e n ,  a r e  s o m e t i m e s  p u t  f o r  p r i - 
v a t e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C h u r c h ,  a n d  
C o n t r a d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f r o m  s u c h  a s  
b e a r  o f f i c e  i n  t h e  C h u r c h .  A s  w h e n  
i t  i s  s a i d  i n  t h e  S y n o d i c a l  L e t t e r  ( A c t s 
		  15.
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1 5 : 2 3 )  T h e  A p o s t l e s ,  E l d e r s ,  a n d  
B r e t h r e n .  S o m e t i m e s  B r e t h r e n  a r e  
p u t  m o r e  g e n e r a l l y ,  a s  C o m p r e h e n - 
d i n g  a l l  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C h u r c h ,  
b o t h  o f f i c e r s  a n d  p r i v a t e  m e m b e r s  a s  
Ga l a t i a n s  6 : 1 :  a nd  f r e quen t l y  e l s ewhe r e :  
I n  t h e  f o r m e r  S e n s e ,  t h e  P a s s a g e  i n  
t h e  K e y s  s p e a k e t h ,  w h e n  i t  s a i t h ,  
t h e  s e n s e  o f  t h e  w o r d s  w i l l  b e  m o s t  f u l l ,  
i f  P e t e r  b e  c o n c e i v e d  a s  R e c e i v i n g  
t h e  K e y s  i n  t h e  N a m e  b o t h  o f  t h e  o f f i - 
c e r s ,  a n d  p r i v a t e  m e m b e r s ,  t o  w i t ,  
i n  t h e  N a m e  o f  t h e  A p o s t l e s ,  E l d e r s ,  
a n d  B r e t h r e n .  I n  t h e  l a t t e r  s e n s e ,  
t h e  w o r d s  o f  t h e  S c h e m e  m i g h t  b e  t a - 
k e n  t o  R u n ,  T h a t  t h e  P o w e r  o f  
t h e  k e y s  w a s  g i v e n  t o  P e t e r ,  n o t  a s  
a n  A p o s t l e  ( f o r  t h e n  i t  h a d  b e e n  G i - 
v e n  o n l y  t o  t h e  A p o s t l e s : )  n o r  a s  
a n  E l d e r  ( f o r  t h e n  i t  h a d  b e e n  o n l y  
t o  E l d e r s )  b u t  a s  a  P r o f e s s e d  B e l i e v e r .  
A n d  u n d e r  t h e  G e n e r a l  N a m e  o f  
P r o f e s s e d  B e l i e v e r s ,  n o t  o n l y  p r i v a t e  
B r e t h r e n ,  b u t  A p o s t l e s ,  a n d  E l d e r s  
m a y  b e  c o m p r e h e n d e d .  F o r  a l l  t h e  A - 
pos t l e s  & a l l  the  Elde r s  a r e  p ro fe s s ed  Be-
	 B 3	 lie- 
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l i e v e r s :  A n d  s o  a l l  o f  t h e m  m a y  c l a i m  
t h e i r  I n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  P o w e r  o f  t h e  
k e y s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  s e v e r a l  m e a - 
s u r e  a n d  l a t i t u d e  o f  P o w e r  a s s i g n e d  t o  
t h e m  i n  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s .  B u t  I  w i l l  
n o t  s o  a n s w e r ;  b e c a u s e  i n  t h e  W a y  t h e  
c o n t e x t  s p e a k e t h  o f  s u c h  B r e t h r e n ,  a s  
h a v e  n o t  p o w e r  t o  e x e r c i s e  t h e  P a s t o - 
r a l  M i n i s t r y  o f  t h e  w o r d  &  S a c r a m e n t s .  
B u t  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  A s s o y l - 
m e n t  o f  t h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  i s  n o  l e s s  
f a i r  a n d  c l e a r .  F o r  M r  C a w d r e y  w e l l  
k n o w e t h  ( a n d  s o  d o t h  a n y  L o g i c i a n : )  
T h a t  t o  a  c o n t r a d i c t i o n ,  I t  i s  a  n e - 
c e s s a r y  R e q u i s i t e  ( a m o n g s t  o t h e r s : )  
T h a t  b o t h  s p e a k  a d  I d e m .  B u t  h e r e  
i t  i s  o t h e r w i s e .  I n  t h e  K e y s  I  s p a k e  
o f  s u c h  a  p o w e r  o f  t h e  k e y s ,  a s  P e t e r  
R e c e i v e d  F o r m a l l y ,  s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e  
r o o m  o f  a n  A p o s t l e  a n d  o f  a n  
E l d e r ,  a n d  o f  a  P r o f e s s e d  B e l i e v e r :  
t h a t  i s ,  s u c h  a  P o w e r  a s  P e t e r  h a v i n g  
R e c e i v e d  m i g h t  e x e r c i s e  i n  h i s  o w n  
p e r s o n ,  a n d  e a c h  o n e  o f  t h e m  r e s p e - 
c t i v e l y .  I n  T h e  W a y ,  I  s p a k e  o f  s u c h  a  
p o w e r ,  a s  t h e  B r e t h r e n  o f  t h e  C h u r c h 
		  have 
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h a v e  R e c e i v e d  n o t  f o r m a l l y  ( f a r t h e r  
t h a n  c o n c e r n e t h  t h e i r  o w n  l i b e r t y )  
but virtually only.

F o r  t h o u g h  t h e  B r e t h r e n  h a v e  n o t  
a  f o r m a l  P o w e r  t o  e x e r c i s e  t h e  P a - 
s t o r a l  m i n i s t r y  o f  t h e  w o r d  a n d  S a c r a - 
m e n t s ,  y e t  t h e y  h a v e  a  v i r t u a l  P o w e r  
t o  e x e r c i s e  t h e m  b y  c h o o s i n g  a n d  c a l - 
l i n g  f o r t h  s u c h  O f f i c e r s  a s  h a v e  a  f o r - 
m a l  P o w e r  t o  e x e r c i s e  t h e  s a m e .  A n d  
t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  i n  t h e  K e y s ,  o r  i n  
t h e  W a y ,  o r  i n  t h e  D e f e n c e ,  t h a t  c o n - 
t r a d i c t e t h  t h i s .  S o  t h a t  b o t h  t h e s e  t w o  
P a s s a g e s  ( i n  t h e  K e y s ,  a n d  i n  t h e  
W a y )  a r e  s o  f a r  f r o m  m a k i n g  a  
Contradiction (and that so far from making a  
C o n t r a d i c t i o n  ( a n d  t h a t  s o  f l a t  a s  
n e v e r  a n y  m o r e )  a s  t h a t  t h e y  d o  n o t  
i n d e e d  a m o u n t  t o  a n  O p p o s i t i o n .  I n  
a n  O p p o s i t i o n  b o t h  p a r t s  c a n n o t  b e  
t r u e :  h e r e  b o t h  a r e  t r u e .  P e t e r  c o n - 
s i d e r e d  a s  s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e  R o o m  o f  
a n  A p o s t l e ,  E l d e r ,  a n d  P r o f e s s e d  B e - 
l i e v e r ,  d i d  r e c e i v e  F o r m a l l y  a l l  t h e  
P o w e r  o f  t h e  k e y s :  T h e  B o d y  o f  
t h e  B r e t h r e n  h a v e  r e c e i v e d ,  t h r o u g h  
t h e  p o w e r  o f  t h e i r  l i b e r t y  F o r m a l l y ; 
	 B 4	 yet 
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y e t  a l l  o t h e r  P a r t s  o f  C h u r c h  P o w e r  
w h i c h  b e l o n g e t h  t o  O f f i c e r s ,  t h e y  
h a v e  R e c e i v e d  o n l y  v i r t u a l l y  a n d  
t h i s  v e r y  d i s t i n c t i o n  i s  e x p r e s s e d  i n  
t e r m i n i s ,  i n  t h e  v e r y  s a m e  P a g e  ( 2 7 .  
o f  The  Way )  whence  th i s  ônant i “fane j  
i s  f e t c h e d .  A s  f o r  h i s  E x a g g e r a t i o n  o f  
t h e  C o n t r a d i c t i o n ,  T h a t  i s  w a s  a s  f l a t ,  
a s  n e v e r  a n y  m o r e ,  t h o u g h  h e  t o  m a k e  
t h i s  C o m p a r a t i v e  S p e e c h  s e e m  l e s s  
h y p e r b o l i c a l ,  d o  t e l l  u s  i n  P a r e n - 
t h e s e s ,  T h a t  C o n t r a d i c t i o n s  d o  n o t  
R e c i p e r e  m a g i s  &  m i n ù s  ( a n d  t h e r e - 
f o r e  i f  t h e y  m a k e  a n y  C o n t r a d i c t i o n  
a t  a l l  I t  m u s t  n e e d s  b e  a s  f l a t ,  a s  e v e r  
a n y  w a s : )  H e  m a y  b e  p l e a s e d  t o  C o n - 
s i d e r ,  T h a t  s u c h  a  P a r e n t h e s i s ,  t h o u g h  
i t  m a k e  h i s  S p e e c h ,  l e s s  h y p e r b o l i c a l ,  
y e t  i t  m a k e t h  i t  t h e  m o r e  i r r a t i o n a l ;  
I f  I  s h o u l d  s a y  N e r o  w a s  a s  w i c k e d  a  
m a n  a s  e v e r  a n y  w a s ,  a n d  y e t  p r e s u p - 
p o s e  a l l  m e n  w e r e  e q u a l l y  w i c k e d  
( w i c k e d n e s s  i n  m e n  d i d  n o t  R e c i p e - 
r e  m a g i s  &  m i n ù s )  t h e r e  w e r e  v e r y  
little Reason in Such Exaggeration.

I n  m y  f o r m e r  A n s w e r  t o  t h i s  C o n t r a -
		  diction 
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( e n t i t l e d ,  T h e  W a y  o f  C o n g r e - 
g a t i o n a l  C h u r c h e s  C l e a r e d )  I  s a i d  t h e  
w o r d s  w h e r e o n  t h e  A s s e r t o r  g r o u n d - 
e d  t h i s  C o n t r a d i c t i o n ,  w e r e  h i s  o w n  
n o t  m i n e .  F o r  H e  r e p o r t e t h  m e  t o  
s a y  ( i n  t h e  K e y s  p a g e  4 . )  T h a t  t h e  
k e y s  w e r e  d e l i v e r e d  t o  P e t e r  a s  a n  
A p o s t l e ,  a s  a n  E l d e r ,  a s  a  B e l i e v e r .  B u t  
i n  h i s  P r e f a c e  (Se c t i o n  5 .  Numb e r  1 . )  He  
confesseth;

T h a t  t h e  w o r d s  a r e  n o t  m i n e  i n  t e r - 
m i n i s :  b u t  i n  s e n s e  ( h e  s a i t h ) ,  t h e y  
b e .  F o r  I  s a i d  t a k e  P e t e r  n o t  a s  a n  
A p o s t l e  O n l y ,  b u t  a s  a n  E l d e r  a l s o ,  
a n d  a  B e l i e v e r  t o o ,  a l l  m a y  w e l l  s t a n d  
together.

W h e r e u p o n  h e  I n f e r r e t h ;  D o t h  n o t  
t h i s  d i s c o u r s e  c l e a r l y  h o l d  f o r t h  t h i s  P r o - 
p o s i t i o n ,  a s  t h e  s e n s e  o f  t h a t  T e x t ,  T h e  
k e y s  w e r e  d e l i v e r e d  t o  P e t e r  a s  a n  A - 
p o s t l e ,  a s  a n  E l d e r ,  a s  a  B e l i e v e r  t o o ?  
all may well stand together.

A n s w e r .  T h a t  d i s c o u r s e  o f  m i n e  i s  s o  
f a r  f r o m  c l e a r l y  h o l d i n g  f o r t h  t h a t  
P r o p o s i t i o n ,  t h a t  i t  c l e a r l y  h o l d e t h  
f o r t h  t h e  c o n t r a r y  i n  e x p r e s s  t e r m s :
		  my 
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m y  e x p r e s s  t e r m s  b e ,  T a k e  P e t e r  
c o n s i d e r e d  n o t  o n l y  a s  a n  A p o s t l e  & c .  
n o w  i f  n o t  o n l y  a s  a n  A p o s t l e ,  t h a n  
n o t  a s  a n  A p o s t l e ,  F o r  i f  t h e y  w e r e  
d e l i v e r e d  t o  h i m  a s  a n  A p o s t l e ,  t h e n  
t o  a l l  t h e  A p o s t l e s ,  a n d  o n l y  t o  t h e  A - 
p o s t l e s :  w h i c h  m y  w o r d s  i n  T e r m i - 
nis do expressly Deny.

B u t ,  s a i t h  h e ,  T h i s  A p o l o g y  m a k e t h  i t  
w o r s e ,  F o r  i f  i t  b e  s o  t h a t  w h a t s o e v e r  i s  
A t t r i b u t e d  t o  a n y  a s  s u c h ,  i s  g i v e n  t o  a l l  
s u c h  u n i v e r s a l l y ,  r e c i p r o c a l l y ,  a n d  o n - 
ly to such: Now Assume.

B u t  t h e  k e y s  w e r e  g i v e n  t o  P e t e r  a s  
a n  A p o s t l e ,  T h e r e f o r e  t h e y  w e r e  g i v e n  
o n l y  t o  t h e  A p o s t l e s ,  a n d  n o t  t o  t h e  B e - 
lievers as such.

B u t  h e r e  t h e  A s s u m p t i o n  i s  P a l p a - 
b l y  f a l s e ,  n o t  a t  a l l  d e l i v e r e d  b y  m e ,  
b u t  d r a g g e d  o u t  o f  m y  w o r d s  a g a i n s t  
t h e  l e t t e r  a n d  a g a i n s t  t h e  s e n s e  o f  
t h e m .  I  s a y  t h e  k e y s  w e r e  n o t  g i - 
v e n  t o  P e t e r  a s  a n  A p o s t l e  o n l y :  w h y  
t h e n  n o t  t o  h i m  a s  a n  A p o s t l e ,  b u t  a s  
H e  i s  j o i n t l y  c o n s i d e r e d  w i t h  o t h e r  
O f f i c e r s  a n d  B r e t h r e n .  W h e n  t h e r e -
		  fore 
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f o r e  h e  A p p e a l e t h  t o  t h e  J u d g e m e n t  o f  
a n y  L o g i c i a n ,  w h e t h e r  t o  s a y  P e t e r  
R e c e i v e d  t h e  k e y s  a s  a n  A p o s t l e  
o n l y ,  b u t  a s  a n  E l d e r  a l s o ,  a nd  a  B e l i e v e r ,  
b e  n o t  a s  m u c h  a s  t o  s a y ,  P e t e r  h a d  t h e  
P o w e r  o f  t h e  k e y s  g i v e n  H i m ,  a s  a n  
A p o s t l e ,  a s  a n  E l d e r ,  a n d  a s  a  B e l i e v e r :  
V e r i l y  i f  t h a t  w e r e  t h e  J u d g e m e n t  o f  
a l l  L o g i c i a n s  I  s h o u l d  c o n c l u d e ,  e i t h e r  
t h a t  L o g i c  h a d  f o r s a k e n  t h e  w o r l d ,  
o r  a t  l e a s t  t h a t  m y s e l f  w e r e  f o r s a k e n  
of Logic.

W h e n  C h r i s t  P r o m i s e d  t h e  k e y s  
t o  P e t e r ,  t h o u g h  h e  s p a k e  I n d e f i n i t e - 
l y ,  k e y s ,  y e t  h e  m e a n e t h  u n i v e r s a l - 
l y  a l l  t h e  k e y s  o f  t h e  k i n g d o m  o f  
H e a v e n .  A n d  t o  p u t  a l l  t h e  k e y s  
i n t o  P e t e r ’ s  h a n d  a s  a n  A p o s t l e ,  
t h o u g h  i t  w o u l d  c o m m u n i c a t e  t h e m  
i n d e e d  t o  a l l  t h e  A p o s t l e s ,  y e t  s i n c e  
t h e  D e a t h  o f  a l l  t h e  A p o s t l e s ,  a l l  t h e  
C h u r c h e s  a n d  a l l  t h e  E l d e r s ,  h a v e  
b e e n  l e f t  d e s t i t u t e  o f  t h e  P o w e r  o f  t h e  
keys.

A n d  i f  s o ,  t h e n  w h y  d o  w e  b l a m e  
t h e  S eeke r s  who  h ave  c a s t  o f f  a l l  Chu r -
		  ches,
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c h e s ,  a n d  a l l  O r d i n a n c e s ,  ’ t i l l  n e w  A - 
postles come?

A g a i n  t h e  R e p l i e r  A r g u e t h  t h u s  
o n  t h e  c o n t r a r y  ( f r o m  t h a t  P a s s a g e  
i n  t h e  w a y  p a g e  2 7 : )  I f  t h e  k e y s  w e r e  
g i v e n  t o  P e t e r ,  n o t  a s  a n  A p o s t l e ,  n o r  
a s  a n  E l d e r ,  b u t  a s  a  B e l i e v e r ,  t h e n  t o  
a l l  B e l i e v e r s ,  a n d  o n l y  t o  B e l i e v e r s .  
B u t  ( s a i t h  t h e  W a y )  t h e  k e y s  w e r e  g i - 
v e n  t o  P e t e r  n o t  a s  a n  A p o s t l e ,  n o r  a s  
a n  E l d e r ,  b u t  a s  a  B e l i e v e r ,  t h e r e f o r e  
t h e y  w e r e  g i v e n  t o  a l l  B e l i e v e r s  ( W o - 
men and all) and only to Believers.

A n s w e r .  I t  h a t h  b e e n  s h o w e d  a b o v e ,  
T h a t  i n  t h a t  P l a c e  i n  t h e  W a y ,  I  s p e a k  
e x p r e s s l y  o f  P r o f e s s e d  B e l i e v e r s ,  t o  h a v e  
r e c e i v e d  a l l  t h e  p o w e r  o f  t h e  k e y s  n o t  
F o r m a l l y ,  b u t  v i r t u a l l y .  S o  t h a t  i f  t h e r e  
b e  s o m e  P o w e r  o f  t h e  k e y s  w h i c h  
t h e y  c a n n o t  e x e r c i s e  F o r m a l l y  a s  B r e - 
t h r e n ,  y e t  t h e y  m a y  e x e r c i s e  t h e  s a m e  
v i r t u a l l y ,  b y  c h o o s i n g  a n d  c a l l i n g  
f o r t h  s u c h ,  a s  m a y  f o r m a l l y  e x e r c i s e  
t h e  s a m e  f o r  t h e m :  w h i c h  p r e s u p p o - 
s e d  I  a n s w e r  t o  t h e  M a j o r ,  I f  t h e  P o w - 
e r  o f  t h e  k e y s  ( w h i c h  w a s  t o  c o n -
		  tinue 
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t i nue  i n  t h e  Chu r ch )  we r e  g i v en  t o  Pe - 
t e r ,  n o t  a s  a n  A p o s t l e ,  n o r  a s  a n  E l d e r ,  
b u t  a s  a  B e l i e v e r ,  t h e n  i t  w a s  G i v e n  t o  
a l l  B e l i e v e r s ,  a n d  o n l y  t o  b e l i e v e r s ,  &  
t o  s u c h  w h o m  B e l i e v e r s  s h a l l  o r d e r l y  
c h o o s e ,  a n d  c a l l  f o r t h  t o  e x e c u t e  t h e  
s ame .  A s  t o  i n s t a n c e  i n  a  l i k e  e x amp l e ,  
I f  h e a t  b e  G i v e n  t o  f i r e ,  a s  s u c h ,  t h e n  
t o  a l l  F i r e ,  a nd  on l y  t o  f i r e ,  &  t o  s u ch  
o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  a s  F i r e  c o m m u n i c a t e t h  
h i s  v i r t u e  t o .  W h e n  t h e r e f o r e  t h e  
P u b l i s h e r s  o f  t h e  k e y s  s a y ,  T h e  P o w e r  
o f  t h e  k e y s  m a y  b e  d i s p o s e d  i n  a  d u e  A l - 
l o t m e n t  i n t o  d i v e r s  h a n d s .  T h e  R e p l i - 
e r  h ad  no  c au s e  t o  s a y ,  He r e i n  t h e y  n e i - 
t h e r  A g r e e  w i t h  m e ,  n o r  w i t h  t h e m .  
T h e y  s a y  i t  i s  p u t  i n t o  d i v e r s e  
h a n d s ,  A n d  h e  s a i t h  i t  i s  G i v e n  o n l y  t o  
B e l i e v e r s :  A n d  i s  n o t  t h i s  a  C o n t r a d i - 
ction?

A n s w e r .  N o  v e r i l y ;  f o r  w h e n  I  s a y  I t  
i s  g i v e n  t o  B e l i e v e r s  a s  s u c h ,  a n d  e x - 
p r e s s  v i r t u a l l y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  F o r m a l l y ,  
The  me an i n g  i s  c l e a r ,  I t  i s  g i v en  t o  a l l  
B e l i e v e r s ,  a n d  o n l y  t o  B e l i e v e r s ,  a n d  
b y  t h e m  C o m m u n i c a t e d  t o  s u c h ,  a s 
		  they 
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t h e y  d o  o r d e r l y  c h o o s e  a n d  c a l l  f o r t h ,  
t o  t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f  t h e  s a m e .  A n d  
t h e  p u b l i s h e r s  o f  t h e  k e y s  I  d o u b t  
n o t ,  w i l l  s a y  a s  m u c h .  W h e n  I  s a i d  
( i n  T h e  W a y )  T h a t  t h e  b r e t h r e n  m i g h t  
n o t  a d m i n i s t e r  s a c r a m e n t s  i n  D e f e c t  
o f  a l l  O f f i c e r s ,  A n d  t h e r e f o r e  m a d e  
i t  a p p e a r  t h a t  o n e  s o r t  o f  m e n  ( t h e  
b r e t h r e n )  h a d  n o t  R e c e i v e d  a l l  t h e  
P o w e r  o f  t h e  k e y s  F o r m a l l y .  T h e  
R e p l i e r  r e t u r n e t h ,  T r u l y  t h i s  i s  t o  D i s - 
c o v e r  t h e  C o n t r a d i c t i o n  t h e  m o r e .  F o r  
i f  t h e  P o w e r  o f  t h e  k e y s  b e  D e l i v e r e d  t o  
B e l i e v e r s  a s  s u c h ,  t h e n  t h e  P o w e r  o f  
A d m i n i s t e r i n g  t h e  S a c r a m e n t s  i s  G i v e n  
t o  t h e m :  f o r  t h a t  i s  a  P a r t  o f  t h e  P o w - 
er of the keys.

A n s w e r .  I t  i s  w e a r i s o m e  t o  r e p e a t  
s o  o f t e n  t h e  s a m e  a n s w e r ,  y e t  l e t  m e  
s a y  i t  o n c e  m o r e ,  a n d  l e a v e  i t ;  H e  
t h a t  s a i t h ,  B e l i e v e r s ,  R e c e i v e  a l l  t h e  
P o w e r  o f  t h e  k e y s  a s  P r o f e s s e d  B e l i e - 
v e r s ,  H e  s a i t h  a l l  o f  t h e m  h a v e  R e - 
c e i v e d  t h e  P o w e r ,  a n d  t h e y  o n l y ,  
a n d  s u c h  a s  R e c e i v e  t h e i r  P o w e r  f r o m  
t h e m .  A n d  t h i s  i s  t h e  f o r c e  o f  q u a t e -
		  nus 
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n u s  T a l e ;  T h a t  w h o s o e v e r  R e c e i v e  
a n y t h i n g  a s  s u c h ,  a l l  s u c h  d o  
R e c e i v e  i t ,  &  n o n e  b u t  s u c h  a s  D e r i v e  
it from them.

B u t  s a i t h  t h e  R e p l i e r ,  I n  t h e  W a y ,  
h e  g i v e t h  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  C h u r c h  
p o w e r  t o  t h e  b o d y  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  ( p a g e  
4 5 )  t o  w i t ,  t o  O r d a i n ,  a n d  i n  s o m e  
c a s e s )  t o  e x c o m m u n i c a t e  a l l  t h e i r  
C h u r c h  O f f i c e r s :  w h i c h  a r e  h i g h - 
e s t  A c t s  o f  R u l e  ( a s  e l s e w h e r e  h e  s p e a - 
k e t h : )  T h e r e f o r e  h e  m a y  n o t  D e n y  
t h e m  t h e  l e s s e r ,  w h i c h  i s  t o  A d m i n i s t e r  
the Sacraments.

A n s w e r .  T h e  a n s w e r  i s  r e a d y  a t  
h a n d ,  a n d  w a s  r e a d y  a t  h i s  h a n d  ( i n  
P a r t  2 :  o f  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  w a y  c l e a - 
r e d  p a g e  2 9 )  w h e r e  I  D i s t i n g u i s h  P o - 
s e s t a s  i n t o  o f f i c i a r i a m  a n d  h o n o r a r i a m .  
E x c o m m u n i c a t i o n  b y  t h e  B r e t h r e n  i s  
t h e  h i g h e s t  A c t  o f  H o n o r a r i a  P o t e s t a s :  
b u t  n o t  o f  O f f i c i a r i a  P o t e s t a s .  T o  
P r e a c h  t h e  w o r d  w i t h  A u t h o r i t y ,  a n d  
t o  A d m i n i s t e r  t h e  S e a l s  o f  i t ,  a r e  a c t s  
o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  o f f i c e - P o w e r  i n  t h e  
C h u r c h .  P o p i s h  D i v i n e s  w o u l d  t a k e 
		  it 
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i t  v e r y  i l l ,  i f  a n y  A c t  o f  C h u r c h  P o w - 
e r  w e r e  s a i d  t o  b e  h i g h e r  t h a n  C o n - 
s i c e r e  c o r p u s  D o m i n i .  B u t  e x c o m m u - 
n i c a t i o n  l a r g e l y  t a k e n  i s  a n  A c t  o f  a  
P o w e r  p r o p e r  t o  a  C o m m u n i t y .  A - 
n y  c o m m u n i t y  h a t h  p o w e r  e x  N a t u r a - 
r e i ,  t o  R e c e i v e  i n t o  t h e i r  C o m m u - 
n i o n ,  &  t o  c a s t  o u t  o f  t h e i r  C o m m u - 
n i o n .  E v e r y  s o u n d  B o d y  h a t h  a  p o w e r  
t o  c a s t  o u t  h i s  o w n  s u p e r f l u o u s  h u - 
m o u r s ,  a n d  t o  c u t  o f f  h i s  o w n  P u t r i d  
m e m b e r s :  A s  f o r  O r d i n a t i o n ,  t h o u g h  
w e  l o o k  a t  i t  ( w i t h  D r  A m e s )  a s  
a d j u n c t u m  c o n s u m m a n s  o f  t h e  P e o - 
p l e ’ s  E l e c t i o n ,  a n d  v o c a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  
O f f i c e r s  ( a n d  t h e r e f o r e  n o t  u t t e r l y  
E x c e n t r i c a l  f r o m  t h e  P e o p l e ’ s  p o w e r ; )  
y e t  o u r  C h u r c h e s  d o  n o t  P r a c t i c e  
i t  o r d i n a r i l y ,  w h e r e  t h e y  h a v e  E l d e r s  
o f  t h e i r  o w n ,  o r  c a n  P r o c u r e  o t h e r  
Elders to Join with them.

A s  f o r  t h a t  l a s t  w o r d s  i n  t h e  S c h e m e  
o f  t h e  f i r s t  C o n t r a d i c t i o n ,  I  k n o w  n o t  
w h e t h e r  t h e  R e p l i e r  p u t  a n y  w e i g h t ,  
o r  s t r e s s ,  i n  t h a t ,  i n  t h e  f i r s t  C o l u m n ,  
t h e  k e y s  a r e  s a i d  t o  b e  g i v e n  ( t o 
		  wit, 
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w i t ,  p a r t l y )  t o  B e l i e v e r s ,  a n d  i n  
t h e  s a m e  C o l u m n  a g a i n  t o  t h e  F r a t e r - 
n i t y ,  w i t h  t h e  P r e s b y t e r y ,  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  
C o l u m n  t o  P r o f e s s e d  B e l i e v e r s ,  I n  t h e  
t h i r d  t o  B e l i e v e r s  P u b l i c l y  P r o f e s s i n g  
t h e i r  F a i t h :  And  ( i n  Mr  Hooke r ’ s  J udg - 
m e n t )  N o t  t o  B e l i e v e r s  a s  B e l i e v e r s ,  
but as Believers Covenanting.

Bu t  i f  i t  b e  r e qu i s i t e  t o  s a y  a n y  t h i n g  
t o  t h i s ,  I  w o u l d  s a y .  1 .  T h a t  t h e  F r a - 
t e r n i t y ,  and  Pr o f e s s e d  B e l i e v e r s ,  and  Be l i e - 
v e r s  P u b l i c l y  P r o f e s s i n g  t h e i r  F a i t h ,  
a r e  a l l  o n e .  A n d  t h e  c o m m o n  N a m e  
o f  Be l i e v e r s  i s  o f t en  pu t  f o r  a l l  t h e  r e s t ,  
T h e y  t h a t  w e r e  A d d e d  t o  t h e  C h u r c h  
( A c t s  2 : 4 7 :  a n d  4 1 : )  a n d  c a l l e d  b y  
t h e  c o m m o n  n a m e  o f  B e l i e v e r s  A c t s  2 : 
4 4  a n d  4 : 3 2  w h e n  M r  H o o k e r  s a i t h  
t h e  P ow e r  i s  n o t  G i v e n  t o  B e l i e v e r s  a s  B e - 
l i e v e r s ,  b u t  a s  B e l i e v e r s  C o v e n a n t i n g ,  
He  meane th  t he  s ame  th a t  I  do ,  by  P r o - 
fessed Believers.

A s  f o r  w o m e n  ( w h o m  t h e  R e p l i e r  
c a s t  i n  ou r  way  b e f o r e )  t hough  t h e y  b e  
B e l i e v e r s  a n d  s o  p a r t a k e  i n  t h e  s a m e  
c o m m o n  S a l v a t i o n ,  a s  a l s o  i n  t h e  w o r d 
	 C	 and 
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a n d  s e a l s :  y e t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  f r a i l t y  o f  
the i r  s ex ,  they  a re  expre s s ly  exempted  by  
t h e  A p o s t l e  f r o m  a n y  A c t  o f  P o w e r  i n  
the Church. 1 Corinthians 14:34–35 and 1 Timothy  
2 : 1 1 – 1 2 .  Y e t  t h a t  I m p e a c h e t h  n o t  t h e  
G e n e r a l i t y  o f  t h e  P r o p o s i t i o n ;  T h a t  
a l l  t h e  F r a t e r n i t y  o f  B e l i e v e r s  h a v e  P a r t  
i n  t h e  Powe r  o f  t h e  Key s :  Tha t  a l l  m e n  
o n c e  D i e  i s  t h e  g e n e r a l  P r o p o s i t i o n  o f  
t h e  A p o s t l e  H e b r e w s  9 : 2 7 ,  w h i c h  i s  n o t  
I m p e a c h e d  b y  t h e  T r a n s l a t i o n  o f  E n o c h  
and Elijah.

H a v i n g  t h u s  c l e a r e d  t h e  f i r s t  A n s w e r  
t o  t h i s  con t r ad i c t i on ,  Le t  u s  we i gh  nex t  
w h a t  h e  s a i t h  t o  t h e  s e c o n d  A n s w e r ,  
wh i ch  s a i t h  h e  i s  g i v en  t o  h e l p  ou t  t h e  
former, for I had said.

2 .  I f  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  s o m e  D i f f e r e n c e s  
b e t w e e n  t h e  K e y s  a n d  t h e  W a y ,  i n  s o m e  
e x p r e s s i o n s :  y e t  i t  l a y  r a t h e r  i n  L o g i c a l  
Te rms ,  t h e n  i n  t h e  Doc t r i ne  o f  D iv in i t y ,  
o r  Chu r c h  P r a c t i c e ,  a n d  s u c h  i s  t h i s ,  a b o u t  
the first subject of the Power of the Keys.

W h a t  s a i t h  t h e  R e p l i e r  t o  t h i s ?  H e  
Returneth a double exception.

1 .  S a i t h  H e ,  H a d  i t  b e e n  o n l y  a  l e s -
		  ser 
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s e r  D i f f e r e n c e  a b o u t  a  L o g i c a l  N o t i o n  
( a s  h e  m i n c e t h  i t )  t h e  A s s e r t o r  h a d  n o t  
o b s e r v e d  i t .  B u t  a  d i f f e r e n c e  ( o f  t h e  
h i g h e s t  m a g n i t u d e )  t o  C o n t r a d i c t i o n ,  i n  
D e l i v e r i n g  a  N e w  w a y  i s  v e r y  R e m a r k - 
a b l e .  H o w  s h a l l  w e  b e  b r o u g h t  t o  A g r e e  
w i t h  t h e m  t h a t  c o n t r a d i c t  n o t  o n l y  o n e  
another, but one man himself.

A n s w e r  1 .  I t  w a s  n o t  a n y  w e a k n e s s  
o f  the  f i r s t  Answer ,  tha t  needed a  second  
t o  He lp  i t  ou t ,  bu t  v a r i e t y  o f  f i t  ma t t e r  
f o r  a  j u s t  De f ence  p roduced  i t :  I t  n eed- 
e d  n o  h e l p ,  b u t  t o  c l e a r  i t s e l f  f r o m  
groundless exceptions.

A n s w e r  2 .  T h e  s e e m i n g  D i f f e r e n c e  
b e t w e e n  t h e  W a y  a n d  t h e  K e y s  ( i f  a n y  
b e  i n  t h i s  po in t )  i t  l i e t h  r a t h e r  i n  Lo g i - 
c a l  e x p r e s s i o n s ,  t h a n  i n  t h e  D o c t r i n e  o f  
D i v i n i t y ,  o r  Chu r ch  P r a c t i c e .  Fo r  wha t  
e v e r  t h e  D i f f e r e n t  J u d g e m e n t s  o f  m e n  
o f  o u r  w a y  m a y  b e ,  t o u c h i n g  t h e  f i r s t  
s ub j e c t  o f  t h e  Powe r  o f  t h e  Key s  ( s ome  
P l a c i n g  i t  i n  t h e  B o d y  o f  t h e  C h u r c h ,  
o t h e r s  D i v i d i n g  i t  b e tween  o f f i c e r s  a nd  
B r e t h r e n : )  y e t  i n  t h e  D o c t r i n e  o f  D i v i - 
n i t y  we  a l l  Ag r ee  w i th  one  Acco rd ,  t h a t 
	 C 2	 the
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t h e  Chu r ch  ( e v en  t h e  Body  o f  Chu r ch - 
m e m b e r s )  h a v e  p o w e r  t o  c h o o s e  t h e i r  
o f f i c e r s ,  t o  A d m i t  m e m b e r s ,  a n d  t o  
c e n s u r e  o f f e n d e r s :  A n d  t h a t  t h e  o f f i - 
c e r s  o n l y  h a v e  P o w e r  t o  P r e a c h  t h e  
wo rd  w i t h  o f f i c e  a nd  Au tho r i t y ,  a nd  t o  
A d m i n i s t e r  t h e  S a c r a m e n t s .  A n d  a c - 
cord ing  to  th i s  un i ty  o f  judgement  i s  the  
u n i f o r m  P r a c t i c e  o f  o u r  C h u r c h e s .  A n d  
there fore  l e t  min c ing  be  l e f t  to  the  cu r i ou s  
C o o k s  t o  p r e p a r e  t h e i r  s h r e d  m e a t  f o r  
q u e a s y  s t o m a c h s ;  o r  l e t  i t  b e  l e f t  t o  
s u c h  a s  w o u l d  m a k e  t h e  b e s t  o f  a  b a d  
c a u s e :  w e  n e i t h e r  D i s t r u s t  o u r  C a u s e  
t o  b e  o f  G o d ,  n o r  d o  f e a r  a n y  t h i n g  
m o r e  t h a n  i t  s h o u l d  b e  h i d ,  a n d  
c l o u d e d  w i t h  p r e j u d i c e s  a n d  c a l u m n i e s  
f r om  s u ch  a s  know  i t  no t ,  a nd  y e t  s e e k  
t h e  T r u t h  i n  s i n c e r i t y .  A n d  t h e r e f o r e  
l e t  t h e  R e p l i e r  b e  p l e a s e d  t o  c o n s i d e r ,  
w h e t h e r  t h e  D i f f e r e n c e  b e  i n d e e d  a n y  
m o r e  t h a n  i n  a  L o g i c a l  N o t i o n :  a n d  
w h e t h e r  t h e y  b e  t h e  w o r d s  n o t  o n l y  o f  
a n  A s s e r t o r ,  b u t  o f  a n  A v e n g e r ,  t o  s t y l e  
i t  a  D i f f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  m a g n i t u d e ?  
Sure ly  i f  the re  were  no t  some more  then 
		  common 
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c o m m o n  z e a l  a n d  I n d i g n a t i o n  i n  t h e  
c a u s e ,  A  C o n t r a d i c t i o n  i n  L o g i c a l  
T e r m s ,  w o u l d  n o t  b e  c o u n t e d  a  D i f f e - 
r e n c e  o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  m a g n i t u d e  i n  D i v i n i - 
t y :  no r  wou l d  s u ch  D i f f e r en c e  i n  wo rd s  
s o  e a s y  t o  b e  r e c o n c i l e d ,  b e  b l o w n  u p  
t o  s o  h i g h  a n  o p p o s i t i o n ,  a s  a  C o n t r a - 
diction.

2 .  H i s  s e c o n d  e x c e p t i o n  i s ,  T h a t  
H o w s o e v e r  t h e  f i r s t  S u b j e c t  i s  i n d e e d  a  
L o g i c a l  T e r m ,  y e t  t h e  m a t t e r  D i s c o u r - 
s e d  i s  D o c t r i n a l  D i v i n i t y :  A n d  w h a t - 
s o e v e r  t h e  P r a c t i c e  b e ,  I t  i s  a  C o n t r a d i - 
ction in Divinity as well as in Logic.

A n s w e r :  B u t  I  h o p e  i t  h a t h  a p p e a r - 
ed ,  t h e r e  h a th  been  f ound  no  Con t r ad i - 
c t i on  a t  a l l ,  ne i the r  i n  Log i c  no r  i n  D i - 
v in i t y ,  t hough  the r e  have  wan ted  no  I n - 
dus t ry  to search i t ,  not  an imos i ty  to charge  
i t .  A n d  t h e r e f o r e  y o u r  Q u e s t i o n  i s  e a - 
s i l y  A n s w e r e d ,  H o w  s h a l l  w e  b e  b r o u g h t  
t o  A g r e e  w i t h  t h e m ,  t h a t  C o n t r a d i c t  n o t  
o n l y  o n e  a n o t h e r ,  b u t  o n e  m a n  h i m s e l f ?  
Fo r  h e r e  i s  y e t  no  Con t r a d i c t i on  f ound  
o f  on e  man  t o  h im s e l f ,  no r  a n y  Appe a - 
r a n c e  o f  C o n t r a d i c t i o n  n e i t h e r  i n  o n e 
	 C 3	 man 
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man  no r  o t h e r ,  un l e s s  i t  b e  on l y  i n  Lo - 
g i c a l  T e r m s ,  a n d  s c a r c e  t h e r e i n .  B u t  
I f  t h e  R e p l i e r  d e f e r  h i s  A g r e e i n g  w i t h  
Div i n e s  o r  Churche s ,  i n  any  way  o f  Re- 
l i g i on ,  t i l l  h e  mee t  w i th  such  a s  ne i t he r  
C o n t r a d i c t  t h e m s e l v e s ,  n o r  o n e  a n o t h e r ,  
He  mus t  ne i the r  be  P ro t e s t an t  no r  Pu r i - 
t an  ( a s  they  have  been  ca l l ed )  nor  o f  the  
Presbyterian, nor Congregational way.

W h a t  i f  i t  b e  s a i d  ( i n  t h e  w a y ,  p a g e  
4 5 . )  T h e  b r e t h r e n  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  m i g h t  
P r o c e e d  ( t o  w i t ,  u p o n  j u s t ,  a n d  w e i g h t y  
g r o u n d s )  a g a i n s t  a l l  t h e i r  o f f i c e r s  i s  w e l l  
a s  o n e ?  y e t  i s  s u c h  c a s e s  o u r  Chu r c h e s  a r e  
n e v e r  w on t  t o  p r o c e e d ,  b u t  i n  t h e  P r e s e n c e ,  
a n d  w i t h  t h e  C o n s e n t  a n d  a p p r o b a t i o n  o f  
other Churches?

W h y  t h e  s a i t h  h e  t h e i r  D o c t r i n e  a n d  
P r a c t i c e  a g r e e  n o t ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e  g r e a t e r  
Blemish.

H o w  h a r d  i s  i t  f o r  a  h e a r t  l e a v e n e d  
w i t h  P r e j u d i c e  t o  t a k e  g o o d  t h i n g s  i n  
g o o d  p a r t ?  A  f r e e  m a n ,  s u i  j u r i s  h a - 
v i n g  h i s  f a t h e r ’ s  c o n s e n t )  m i g h t  m a r r y  
a  w i f e  ( i f  h e  w o u l d )  w i t h o u t  t h e  B r e - 
t h r e n ’ s  c o n s e n t :  A n d  f o r  A d u l t e r y ,  h e 
		  might 
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m i g h t  p u t  h e r  a w a y  a l s o  w i t h o u t  t h e i r  
Con sen t ,  And  ye t  he  w i l l  no t  do  e i t he r ,  
w i thou t  t he i r  con s en t ,  and  App roba t i on .  
I s  t h i s  man ’ s  J udg emen t  c on t r a r y  t o  h i s  
P r a c t i c e ,  a n d  i s  i t  t h e  g r e a t e r  B l e m i s h ?  
w h a t  s a y  w e  t o  P a u l ?  H e  R e c e i v e d  h i s  
G o s p e l ,  n e i t h e r  o f  m a n ,  n o r  b y  m a n .  
A n d  h e  m i g h t  h a v e  P r e a c h e d  i t  e v e r y  
whe r e  bo l d l y  a nd  con f i d en t l y ,  a nd  h av e  
c a l l e d  an  Ana t h ema  upon  a l l  s u ch  a s  h ad  
g a i n s a y e d  H i m ,  w h e t h e r  A n g e l s  o r  
A p o s t l e s  G a l a t i a n s  1 : 8 – 9 ,  y e t  h e  c h o s e  
r a t h e r  t o  g o  u p  t o  J e r u s a l e m  t o  c o n f e r  
w i t h  t h e  A p o s t l e s  a b o u t  h i s  w h o l e  G o - 
spe l ,  Gala t i an s  2 :1–2 ,  and tha t  l e s t  he  had  
R u n  i n  v a i n ,  o r  s h o u l d  R u n  i n  v a i n .  
W h a t  t h e n ?  s h a l l  w e  s a y  T h e n  P a u l ’ s  
D o c t r i n e  a n d  P r a c t i c e  A g r e e  n o t ,  w h i c h  i s  
t h e  g r e a t e r  B l e m i s h ?  G o d  f o r b i d .  C h r i - 
s t i a n  P r u d e n c e  a n d  R e l i g i o u s  c a r e  t o  
P r e v e n t  o f f e n c e ,  w i l l  c o n d e s c e n d  t o  
c l e a r  R i g h t e o u s  P r o c e e d i n g s  t o  a l l  j u - 
d i c i o u s  a n d  e q u a l  m i n d s .  A n d  y e t  n e i - 
t h e r  c r o s s  h i s  o w n  j u d g e m e n t  o f  h i s  
o w n  R i g h t ,  n o r  b l e m i s h  ( b u t  r a t h e r  
H o n o u r )  h i m s e l f  b y  A p p r o v i n g  i t  t o  
others.
	 C 4	 3. I 
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3 .  I  g a v e  a  t h i r d  A n s w e r  t o  t h e  f o r - 
m e r  C h a r g e  o f  C o n t r a d i c t i o n s ,  w h i c h  
h e  s a i t h ,  I  Add e d  t o  s u c c o u r  b o t h  t h e  f o r - 
mer.

B u t  t h e  T r u t h  i s ,  t h e y  n e e d  n o  s u c - 
c ou r  t o  De f end  t h em s e l v e s  a g a i n s t  s u ch  
excep t ion s :  bu t  i t  i s  an  Honour  to  t ru th ,  
to have many witnesses to attend upon it.

I  s a i d  i t  f o r  the  th i rd  An swer ,  “Tha t  i t  
w e r e  n o  j u s t  m a t t e r  o f  c a l u m n y ,  I f  i n  
s o m e  l a t t e r  T r a c t a t e ,  I  s h o u l d  R e t r a c t  
o r  e x p r e s s  m o r e  c o m m o d i o u s l y ,  w h a t  I  
w r o t e  i n  a  f o r m e r  l e s s  s a f e l y :  a s  A u g u - 
stine &c.

W h e r e t o  h e  r e p l y e t h ,  T r u l y  S i r ,  I t  
h a d  b e e n  n o  j u s t  C a l u m n y  s o  t o  d o ,  b u t  
m a t t e r  o f  H o n o u r  a n d  R e p u t a t i o n  r a t h e r .  
B u t  t o  w r i t e  C o n t r a d i c t i o n s ,  a n d  t o  t a k e  
n o  n o t i c e  o f  t h e m ,  t i l l  o b s e r v e d  b y  o t h e r s :  
a n d  t h e n  t o  b e  s o  f a r  f r o m  R e t r a c t i n g ,  
a s  t o  s t a n d  u p o n  J u s t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e m ,  i s  
n o t h i n g  l i k e  A u g u s t i n e ’ s  P r a c t i c e ,  a n d  
so falleth short of his Reputation.

A n s w e r :  T h o u g h  A u g u s t i n e  R e t r a - 
c t e d ,  w h a t  h e  w a s  c o n v i n c e d  o f ,  t o  b e  
e r roneous ,  o r  unsa f e ,  ye t  he  d id  no t  Re-
		  tract 
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t r a c t  w h a t  e v e r y o n e  o b j e c t e d  a g a i n s t  
h im ,  ( no t  on l y  wha t  Fau s t u s ,  o r  P e t i l i u s  
o r  J u l i a n  o b j e c t e d ,  b u t  n o t  s o  m u c h  a s  
w h a t  J e r o m e  h i m s e l f  o b j e c t e d , )  b u t  
j u s t l y  s t o o d  u p o n  h i s  o w n  D e f e n c e .  
H a d  V i n d e x  h i s  o b j e c t i o n s  b e e n  C o n - 
v i c t i o n s ,  R e a s o n ,  a n d  ( I  h o p e )  c o n s c i - 
ence ,  wou ld  no t  have  su f f e r ed  me  to  Ju- 
s t i f y  k n o w n  E r r o r s .  H e  d o t h  h i m s e l f  
b e a r  m e  w i t n e s s ,  T h a t  h e  h a t h  s o m e - 
t ime s  h e a r d ,  I  h a v e  o f t e n  c h a n g e d  my  o - 
p i n i o n s .  A n d  ( I  t h a n k  G o d )  I  t a k e  i t  
for no shame to change for the better.

B u t  t o  c o n f e s s  I  a m  c o n v i n c e d ,  w h e n  
I  am  no t ,  a nd  t o  Re t r a c t  wha t  a  S t r a n - 
g e r  ( t h o u g h  a  B r o t h e r )  c o n c e i v e t h  
e r roneou s ,  to  w i t ,  i n  h i s  Judgement ,  bu t  
no t  i n  m ine  own ,  I t  we re  a s  much  a s  t o  
l i v e  b y  a n o t h e r  m a n ’ s  F a i t h ,  a n d  n o t  
m i n e  o w n :  a n d  w i t h  a l l  t o  c a s t  m y s e l f  
unde r  tha t  Reproach ,  wh ich  the  T i t l e  o f  
his Book implicitly casteth upon me.

A  w a v e r i n g  m i n d e d  m a n  i s  u n s t a b l e  
in all his ways.

In the  conc lus ion o f  h i s  Pre fa c e  he  sa i th,  the re  
a r e  i n  t h a t  P r e f a t o r y  E p i s t l e  t o  t h e  W a y , 
		  and 
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a n d  i n  t h a t  o t h e r  t o  t h e  k e y s ,  o t h e r  D i f f e - 
r e n c e s  o b s e r v e d ,  b e t w e e n  t h e  A u t h o r  a n d  
t h e  P r e f a c e r s ,  b u t  t h e  Au th o r  i s  n o t  p l e a s e d  
to take Notice of them.

I t  i s  t o o  h a r d  p e r h a p s  t o  R e c o n c i l e  o - 
thers to himself.

I t  i s  w e l l  i f  h e  c a n  R e c o n c i l e  h i m s e l f  
to himself.

Answe r .  Th i s  i s  t he  word  no t  o f  an  As - 
s e r t o r  bu t  o f  a n  a v e n g e r ,  (who s e  h e a r t  i s  
hot, Deuteronomy 19:6), But Though Mr Caw- 
d r e y  k n o w  n o t  s o  m u c h ,  y e t  I  h a v e  t a - 
k e n  N o t i c e  o f  t h o s e  D i f f e r e n c e s ,  a n d  
h a v e  A d v e r t i s e d  t h e  P r e f a c e r s  o f  t h e  
s a m e ,  w h o m  i t  c o n c e r n e d .  M y  l e t t e r s  
to  them are  not  pre sent  a t  hand wi th  me:  
I f  t h ey  we r e  I  s hou l d  no t  t h i nk  i t  mee t  
t o  p u b l i s h  t h e m .  I n  t h e  P r e f a c e  t o  t h e  
K e y s ,  t h e  P r e f a c e r s  n o t e  a  D i f f e r e n c e  
b e tween  me  and  t hem abou t  t h e  P r o ph e - 
c y i n g  o f  P r i v a t e  B r e t h r e n ,  c o n c e r n i n g  
wh i ch  I  s e n t  t h em  wo rd ,  I  Di s c e r n e d  no  
D i s s e n t  a t  a l l  b e t w e e n  t h e m  a n d  m e  i n  
t h a t  P o i n t ,  t h o u g h  t h e y  h a d  A d d e d  a  
c a s e  o r  two  o f  l i b e r t y ,  mo r e  t h an  t h e r e  
they did express.
		  Whether 
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W h e t h e r  i t  b e  t o o  h a r d  f o r  m e  o r  n o  
t o  R e c o n c i l e  o t h e r s  w i t h  m y s e l f  i t  i s  
e nough ,  t h a t  I  k e e p  t h e  u n i t y  o f  t h e  S p i - 
r i t  w i t h  t h e m  i n  t h e  b o n d  o f  P e a c e :  a n d  
t h a t  I  h a v e  l e a r n e d  P l a c i d è  f e r r e  c o n t r a  
Sentientes.

B u t  h o w s o e v e r  I  h o p e  ( b y  t h e  h e l p  
o f  C h r i s t )  I  s h a l l  s o o n  R e c o n c i l e  m y  
s e l f  t o  m y s e l f ,  u n l e s s  t h e  R e p l y e r  
c a n  p r e v a i l  w i t h  m e  s o  f a r ,  a s  t o  m a k e  
m e  n o t  o n l y  t o  f a l l  o u t  w i t h  m y s e l f ,  
b u t  t o  f a l l  o f f  f r o m  t h e  T r u t h  t o o ,  o r  
e l se convince me that I  have so fa l len,  and  
y e t  e v e n  s o  I  h o p e  t h e  L o r d  w i l l  h e l p  
m e  r a t h e r  t o  R e c o n c i l e  m y s e l f  t o  t h e  
Truth, than myself to myself.

CHAP. 2
T o u c h i n g  t h e  s e c o n d  P r e t e n d e d  c o n - 

tradiction, with the 3,4,5.
T h e  s e c o n d  C o n t r a d i c t i o n  w h i c h  t h e  

R e p l y e r  c h a r g e t h  i s  d e l i n e a t e d  i n  t h e 
Scheme thus.
		  2. The 
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1.  The keys  a r e  
g i v e n  t o  t h e  
Chu r c h  o f  B e l i e - 
v e r s ,  T h e  W a y  
p a g e  1  t h a t  i s  a  
comb ina t i on ,  o f  
F a i t h f u l  m e n ,  
as Mr Hooker.

2 .  T h e  k e y  o f  
k n ow l e d g e  b e l o n - 
g e t h  t o  a l l  t h e  
f a i t h f u l ,  w h e t h e r  
jo ined to  any par- 
t i c u l a r  Chu r c h  o r  
n o .  T h e  K e y s  
page 11.

2. The key of know- 
ledge is given not on- 
ly to the Church, but  
to some before they  
enter into the Church,  
Keys, page 2.

A n s w e r .  T h i s  t e r m  t h e  k e y  o f  k n o w - 
l e d g e  i s  t a k en  f r om ou r  S av iou r ’ s  wo rd s ,  
i n  Luk e  1 1 : 5 2 ,  whe r e  h e  Rep rove t h  t h e  
L a w y e r s ,  w h o  h a d  t a k e n  a w a y  t h e  k e y  
o f  knowledge ,  and nei ther  entered in them- 
s e l v e s ,  n o r  s u f f e r e d  o t h e r s  t o  e n t e r .  
T h e  w o r d s  a r g u e ,  t h a t  t h e  e n t e r i n g  i n  
w a s  n o t  i n t o  t h e  v i s i b l e  C h u r c h :  f o r  
i n t o  t h a t  t h e  L a w y e r s  h a d  e n t e r e d ,  a n d  
w e r e  w i l l i n g  t o  a d m i t  o t h e r s .  H e  
s p e a k e t h  t h e r e f o r e  o f  e n t e r i n g  i n t o  
t h e  s t a t e  o f  G r a c e ,  a nd  s o  i n t o  t h e  k i ng - 
d o m  o f  G r a c e  a n d  G l o r y .  T h e  s o - 
l u t i o n  t h e n  i s  p l a i n  a n d  e a s y ,  T h e  
k e y  o f  k n o w l e d g e  ( o r  F a i t h )  b e l o n - 
g e t h  t o  a l l  t h e  f a i t h f u l ,  w h e t h e r  J o i - 
n e d  t o  a n y  p a r t i c u l a r  C h u r c h  o r  n o .  
F o r  b y  i t  t h e y  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  K i n g d o m  
o f  G r a c e  a n d  G l o r y .  B u t  i f  w e  s p e a k 
		  of 
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o f  t h e  k e y s  o f  a  P a r t i c u l a r  v i s i b l e  
Church ,  they  a re  a l l  g iven to  the  Church  
or Congregation of Believers.

Touching the third Contradiction.
T h e  t h i r d  C o n t r a d i c t i o n  i s  d e c i p h e - 

red thus.

3 .  T h e  k e y  o f  O r - 
d e r  i s  c o m m o n  t o  a l l  
t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  
C h u r c h :  K e y s  p a g e  
8 .  T h e n  s a y  w e ,  t o  
W o m e n  a n d  C h i l - 
dren.

3. It is not every place, or Order  
in the Church, that giveth Power to  
Receive Ordinances, much less to  
Dispense them, as Children and  
Women .  Way Cleared part 2,  
page 19.

A n s w e r .  1 .  I t  h a t h  b e e n  A n s w e r e d  a - 
b o v e  ,  t h a t  s u c h  G e n e r a l  P r o p o s i t i o n s  
ho l d  t r u e ,  no tw i t h s t a nd i ng  s ome  known  
p a r t i c u l a r  e x c e p t i o n s .  I t  i s  a p p o i n t e d  
to  a l l  men  once  to  Die :  wh ich  i s  an  un- 
doub t ed  T ru th ,  t hough  Eno c h  a nd  E l i j a h  
never Died.

A n s w e r  2 .  T h e  C h i l d r e n  o f  C h u r c h - 
m e m b e r s  a r e  i n  O r d e r  t o  B a p t i s m ,  b u t  
excluded from the Lord’s Table. 1 Corinthians  
11:28.

W o m e n  h a v e  s o m e  p a r t s  o f  t h e  k e y  o f 
		  Order 
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O r d e r ,  w h e r e b y  t h e y  h a v e  p o w e r  t o  
w a l k  O r d e r l y  t h e m s e l v e s ,  a n d  i n  a  p r i - 
v a t e  way  t o  h e l p  o t h e r s  t o  wa l k  Orde r - 
ly also, Acts 18:26; Titus 2:3,4,5.

O n l y  t h e y  h a v e  n o t  P o w e r  t o  A d m i t  
m e m b e r s ,  c h o o s e  O f f i c e r s ,  c e n s u r e  O f - 
f e n d e r s .  B u t  i f  t h e y  h a v e  a n y  p a r t  o f  
t h e  p o w e r  o f  t h e  k e y s ,  t h e  P r o p o s i t i o n  
i s  t rue ,  yea  and i t  were  t rue  a l so ,  though  
t h e y  h a d  b e en  k ep t  f r om  a l l  I n t e r e s t  i n  
the Exercise of the keys.

Touching the fourth Contradiction. 
T h e  f o u r t h  C o n t r a d i c t i o n  i s  t h u s  l a i d  

out.

4 .  O r d i n a t i o n 
i s  a  w o r k  
o f  R u l e .  T h e 
W a y ,  p a g e  4 9 .  
O r d i n a t i o n 
a n d  J u r i s d i - 
c t i o n  ( b o t h 
A c t s  o f  R u l e )  
p e r t a i n 
indi f f e r ent ly  to  a l l  
t h e  P r e s b y t e r s , 
i b i d .  p a g e  
49.

4 .  A s  f o r  E - 
l e c t i o n ,  &  O r - 
d i n a t i o n  o f  O f f i - 
c e r s  t h e s e  t h i n g s  
t h e  b r e t h r e n  ma y  
d o  ( i f  n e e d  b e )  
w i t h o u t  O f f i c e r s ,  
T h e  W a y ,  p a g e  
45, 101.

4 .  O r d i n a t i o n  
i s  n o t  a n  A c t  
o f  S u p r e m e  
J u r i s d i c t i o n ,  
b u t  o f  O r d e r  
r a t h e r ,  H o o - 
k e r ’ s  S u r v e y ,  
part 2. 75.

Answe r .  O rd i n a t i o n ,  They  tha t  make  the  
leas t  of  i t  make i t  an Act  o f  Praye r ,  & such  
P r a y e r ,  b y  w h i c h  t h e  l e s s  i s  b l e s s e d  o f 
		  the 
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t h e  g r e a t e r ;  a s  i t  i s  i n  a l l  P r a y e r  wh i ch  
i s  J o i n e d  w i t h  I m p o s i t i o n  o f  h a n d s ;  
w h i c h  A r g u e t h ,  i t  i s  a n  A c t  o f  m a j o r i t y  
o f  P o w e r :  a n d  m a j o r i t y  o f  P o w e r  m a y  
w i t h o u t  a  S o l œ c i s m  b e  c a l l e d ,  R u l e :  
t h o u g h  n o t  o f f i c e - R u l e ,  y e t  H o n o u r a - 
b l e  p r e - e m i n e n c e .  I  n o w h e r e  c a l l  i t  
a n  A c t  o f  S u p r e m e  J u r i s d i c t i o n  w h i c h  
i s  t h a t  M r  H o o k e r  D e n i e s ;  a n d  s e e m e t h  
t o  D e n y  i t ,  n o t  P o s i t i v e l y  n e i t h e r ,  b u t  
c ompa r a t i v e l y  r a the r .  Ord ina t i on  ( s a i th  he )  
i s  n o t  a n  A c t  o f  S u p r e m e  J u r i s d i - 
c t i o n ,  b u t  o f  O r d e r  r a t h e r ,  t h e n  t h e r e  i s  
n o  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  h e r e .  N o r  w i l l  i t  b e  
f o u n d  i n  t h e  o t h e r  c l a u s e ,  f o r  t h o u g h  
O r d i n a t i o n  a n d  J u r i s d i c t i o n  b e  s a i d  ( i n  
t h e  W a y  p a g e  4 9 )  t o  p e r t a i n  i n d i f f e - 
r e n t l y  t o  a l l  t h e  P r e s b y t e r s :  y e t  t h a t  
i s  e xp r e s s l y  s poken  i n  oppo s i t i on  t o  t h e  
Lord  Bi shops ,  who usurped both into the i r  
o w n  h a n d s ,  a s  t h e i r  p e c u l i a r  p r e r o g a - 
t i v e :  a n d  t h o u g h  I  s a y ,  ( e l s e w h e r e  i n  
the  Way ) ,  t h a t  i n  E l ec t ion  & Ord ina t ion  
o f  Of f icer s ,  the  Brethren may ac t  ( i f  need  
b e )  w i t h o u t  O f f i c e r s :  y e t  t h e  v e r y  
w o r d  o f  l i m i t a t i o n  ( i f  n e e d  b e )  A r g u -
		  eth, 
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e th ,  tha t  in  o rd ina ry  c a s e s ,  ord ina t ion per- 
t a i n e t h  t o  t h e  P r e s b y t e r s ,  a s  o t h e r  A c t s  
t h e r e  m e n t i o n e d  d o  p e r t a i n  t o  t h e  
P r e s b y t e r s ,  a n d  B r e t h r e n  m e t  t o g e t h e r :  
b u t  a s  f o r  E l e c t i o n ,  I  t a k e  i t  t o  p e r t a i n  
principally to the Brethren.

Touching the 5th Contradiction.
The  5 th  Con t r ad i c t i on  f o l l owe th  i n  t h i s  

sort.

5 .  T h e  k e y  o f  A u t h o r i t y ,  
o r  Ru l e  i s  c omm i t t e d  t o  t h e  
E ld e r s  o f  t h e  Chu r ch ,  and  s o  
t h e  A c t  o f  R u l e  i s  t h e  p r o - 
p e r  Ac t  o f  t h e i r  o f f i c e ,  Keys ,  
page 20.

T h e  P e o p l e  d i s c e r n i n g ,  
a n d  a p p r o v i n g  t h e  J u s t i c e  o f  
t h e  c e n s u r e  g i v e  c o n s e n t  a n d  
O b e d i e n c e  t o  t h e  w i l l  a n d  
R u l e  o f  C h r i s t ,  K e y s  p a g e  
15, 37, 41.

T h e  P e o p l e  s t a n d  i n  a n  
O rd e r ,  e v e n  an  o r d e r l y  Sub - 
j e c t i o n  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  O r - 
der of the Gospel, page 11.

5 .  I n  c a s e  t h e  O f f i c e r s  d o  
E r r  a n d  g i v e  o f f e n c e  t h e y  
shal l  be governed by the whole  
B o d y  o f  t h e  B r e t h r e n ,  T h e  
Way, page 100.

The  Chu r c h  e x e r c i s e t h  s e - 
v e r a l  A c t s  o f  Au t h o r i t y  o v e r  
t h e  E l d e r s ,  The  Way ,  p age  
101.

The Peop l e  have  some s t o ck  
o f  Power  and Author i ty in the  
G o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h e  C h u r c h ,  
page 36.

Th e y  Ru l e  t h e  Chu r c h  b y  
Appo in t ing  the i r  own o f f i c e r s .  
ibid., page 16.

A n s w e r .  1 .  T h e  f o r m e r  C o l u m n  i n  a l l  
t h e  t h r e e  P l a c e s  s p e ake th  o f  E l d e r s  wa l - 
k ing  in  the  r i gh t  Admin i s t r a t ion  o f  the i r 
		  office 
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o f f i c e  t h e n  i n  P r o p r i e t y  o f  s p e e c h  t h e  
K e y  o f  A u t h o r i t y  a n d  R u l e  i s  c o m m i t - 
ted  to  them,  1   Timo thy  5 :17 ,  and i s  there  
m a d e  t h e  p r o p e r  A c t  o f  t h e i r  o f f i c e ,  
T h e n  i t  i s  t h a t  t h e  P e o p l e  D i s c e r n i n g  
the  wi l l  and Judgement  o f  Chr i s t  in  the i r  
J u d g e m e n t ,  t h e y  d o  g i v e  C o n s e n t  a n d  
Obe d i e n c e  t o  t h e  w i l l  o f  Ch r i s t  i n  Cen - 
s u r e s  A d v i s e d  b y  t h e m ,  T h e n  i t  i s  a l s o  
t h a t  t h e y  w a l k  i n  o r d e r l y  s u b j e c t i o n  t o  
their Elders, Hebrews 13:17.

B u t  t h e  l a t t e r  C o l u m n  s p e a k e t h  o f  
t h e  P o w e r  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  o v e r  t h e  E l - 
d e r s  c h i e f l y  i n  c a s e  o f  t h e  E l d e r s  m a l - 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  o f f i c e ,  o r  m i s - 
g o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h e m s e l v e s .  B u t  t h e n  
t h e  P o w e r  w h i c h  t h e  C h u r c h  p u t t e t h  
f o r t h ,  I t  i s  n o t  o f f i c e  P o w e r  ( w h i c h  i s  
p r o p e r l y  A u t h o r i t y : )  b u t  P o t e s t a s  h o - 
noraria.

A n s w e r  2 .  I n  C o l u m n  t h e  s e c o n d  
w h e n  i t  i s  s a i d ;  T h e  P e o p l e  h a v e  s o m e  
s t o c k  o f  P ow e r  a nd  Au tho r i t y  i n  t h e  Go- 
ve rnmen t  o f  t h e  Church ,  Key s ,  p age  36 .  
They  a r e  the  word s  o f  an  ob j ec t ion ,  no t  
o f  m i n e  o w n  A f f e c t i o n ,  A n d  t h o u g h 
	 D	 some 
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s o m e  w h e r e  I  s p e a k  o f  A c t s  o f  A u t h o - 
r i t y  o v e r  t h e  E l d e r s ,  I  d o  c l e a r l y  e x - 
p l a i n  m y s e l f  i n  t h e  K e y s  ( p a g e  3 6 )  
Tha t  Au thor i t y  i s  t aken  in  a  l a r ge  s en se ,  
and  a f t e r  a  so r t ,  when  i t  i s  Acknowledg- 
ed, in the people over the Elders, As

1 .  W h e n  a  m a n  a c t e t h  a c c o r d i n g  t o  
h i s  o w n  w i l l  f r e e l y ,  h e  i s  t h e n  s a i d  t o  
be aŸtexo⁄sioj ,  Dominus su i  Actus ,  so the  
P eop l e  i n  a l l  t h e  Ac t s  o f  l i b e r t y ,  wh i ch  
t h e y  p u t  f o r t h ,  t h e y  a r e  D o m i n i  s u i  A - 
ctus Lords of their own Actions.

2 .  T h e  p e o p l e  b y  s u n d r y  A c t s  o f  
l i b e r t y  ( a s  i n  E l e c t i o n  o f  o f f i c e r s ,  i n  
s e nd i n g  f o r t h  t h e i r  me s s e n g e r s ,  i n  c on - 
c u r r e n c e  w i t h  t h e i r  E l d e r s ,  i n  t h e  A d - 
m i s s i on  o f  membe r s ,  and  c en su r e  o f  O f - 
f e nd e r s ,  i n  t h e  De t e rm in a t i on  a nd  P r o - 
m u l g a t i o n  o f  S y n o d i c a l  A c t s )  T h e y  
h a v e  a  g r e a t  s t r o k e  a n d  P o w e r  i n  t h e  
O r d e r i n g  o f  C h u r c h  A f f a i r s :  w h i c h  
may be cal led kr£toj ,  or Potes tas ,  a  Power  
wh i ch  many  t ime s  ( i n  Common  s p e e ch )  
g o e t h  u n d e r  t h e  N a m e  o f  R u l e  o r  A u - 
t h o r i t y .  B u t  i n  p r o p e r  s p e e c h ,  I t  i s  
indeed a Privi lege,  or l iberty,  an ôxousÖa , 
		  or 
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o r  P o w e r  r a t h e r  t h a n  A u t h o r i t y .  I t  i s  
a  c o m m o n  s p e e c h  u s u a l  a m o n g s t  o u r  
b e s t  D i v i n e s ,  T h a t  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  
t h e  C h u r c h  i s  m i x e d  o f  a  M o n a r c h y ,  a n  
A r i s t o c r a c y ,  a n d  a  D e m o c r a c y .  I n  r e - 
g a r d  o f  C h r i s t  t h e  H e a d ,  t h e  G o v e r n - 
m e n t  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  i s  S o v e r e i g n  a n d  
M o n a r c h i c a l .  I n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  R u l e  
b y  t h e  P r e s by t e r y  i t  i s  S t ewa r d l y  a nd  A- 
r i s t o c r a t i c a l :  I n  R e g a r d  o f  t h e  P e o p l e ’ s  
P o w e r  i n  E l e c t i o n s ,  a n d  c e n s u r e s ,  I t  i s  
Democratical.

Chap. 3. Touching the sixth Con- 
tradiction.

The sixth Contradiction is thus Presented.

6 .  Examina t i on  
is one of the highest  
Ac t s  o f  Rule :  and  
there fore cannot be  
p e r f o rmed ,  bu t  by  
some Rulers. Keys,  
page 16.

The Church cannot  
Excommunicate the  
whole Presbytery, be- 
cause they have not  
received from Christ  
a n  o f f i c e  o f  Ru l e  
� without

6 .  I f  a l l  t h e i r  
o f f i c e r s  were  found  
Culpab le  e i the r  in  
Heret i cal Doctr ine,  
O r  i n  s c a n d a l o u s  
Crimes, the Church  
hath Lawful Autho- 
r i t y  t o  p r o c e e d  a - 
gainst them all. The  
Way, page 45.

In case of offence  
g iven by an Elder,  
or the whole Elder- 
      D 3� ship

6 .  E x c o m m u - 
n i c a t i o n  i s  n o t  
a n  A c t  o f  t h e  
P o w e r  o f  o f f i c e ,  
bu t  o f  j udg emen t ,  
N o r  a n  A c t  o f  
h i g h e s t  r u l e  b u t  
o f  s u p r e m e  
J u d g em e n t  s e a t e d  
i n  t h e  F r a t e r - 
n i t y .  S u r v .  p a r t  
3, page 45.

A s  a  C h u r c h 
� of
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without thei r  o f f i- 
cers, ibid.

N o  A c t  o f  t h e  
People’s power doth  
properly bind unless  
the Authority of the  
P r e s b y t e r y  J o i n  
with it. Ibid. page  
36.

sh ip  toge the r ,  the  
Church hath Autho- 
r i ty to requi re  sa- 
t i s f a c t i o n ,  and  i f  
t h e y  g i v e  i t  n o t ,  
to Proceed to Cen- 
s u r e .  I b id .  p age  
101.

o f  B r e t h r e n  c a n  
no t  p r o c e ed  t o  a - 
n y  p u b l i c  C e n - 
s u r e  w i t h o u t  t h e  
E l d e r s  s o  n o t  
t h e  E l d e r s  w i t h - 
o u t  c o n c u r r e n c e  
o f  t h e  P e o p l e ,  
P r e f a c e  t o  t h e  
Keys, page 4.

A n s w e r  1 .  H e r e  i s  i n d e e d  a  D i s c r e - 
p an c e  i n  Exp r e s s i on s  b e tween  t h e  Way ,  
a n d  t h e  K e y s .  B u t  i t  w a s  n o t  m y  A c t ,  
t h a t  a n y  s u c h  D i s c r e p a n c e  s h o u l d  h a v e  
b e e n  e x t a n t .  T h e  t r u t h  i s ,  T h a t  m a n y  
y e a r s  a g o ,  ( a n d  s o m e  y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  
s u p p r e s s i n g  o f  t h e  B i s h o p s  i n  E n g l a n d )  
I  w a s  s e r i o u s l y  m o v e d  b y  s o m e  o f  o u r  
B r e t h r e n ,  a n d  f e l l o w  E l d e r s  h e r e ,  t o  
D r a w  u p  a n  H i s t o r i c a l  N a r r a t i o n  o f  o u r  
Chu r c h -w a y  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  s ome  f am i l i a r  
g r o u n d s  o f  t h e  s a m e  b r i e f l y .  I n  s h o r t  
t i m e  a s  G o d  H e l p e d ,  I  d i s p a t c h e d  i t ,  
w h i c h  w h e n  o u r  b r e t h r e n  h a d  p e r u s e d ,  
I  s aw  t h e y  d i d  no t  c l o s e  w i t h  i t .  Ye t  a  
B r o t h e r  g o i n g  f o r  E n g l a n d ,  g o t  s o m e  
whe r e  a  Copy  o f  i t ,  a nd  P r e s en t ed  i t  t o  
s o m e  o f  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  w a y  t h e r e : 
		  and 
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a nd  I  a f t e rwa rd s  h e a r d ,  t h a t  n e i t h e r  d i d  
t hey  c l o s e  w i th  i t :  and  i n  p a r t i cu l a r  no t  
w i t h  t h a t  P a s s a g e ,  w h i c h  i s  h e r e  r e c i - 
t e d ,  a s  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  C o n t r a d i c t i o n .  
W h i c h  s i n c e  a p p e a r e t h  m o r e  o p e n l y ,  
b y  t h e  A s t e r i s k  p u t  u p o n  t h a t  P a s s a g e ,  
and  upon  sundry  o the r  in  the  Book :  Bu t  
b e f o r e  I  s a w  t h a t ,  a n d  h a d  o n l y  h e a r d ,  
T h a t  t h e y  d i d  n o t  f u l l y  A c c o r d ,  I  h o - 
p ed  i t  h ad  me t  w i t h  a  t ime l y  s upp r e s s i - 
o n ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a n  i m p r e s s i o n :  f o r  I  
h e a r d  n o  m o r e  o f  i t ,  f o r  t w o ,  o r  t h r e e  
y e a r s  a f t e r :  M e a n w h i l e  p e r c e i v i n g  
T h a t  o n e  m a i n  P o i n t  o f  D i s s a t i s f a c t i - 
on ,  wa s  t he  Au tho r i t y  g i v en  to  t he  F r a - 
t e rn i t y ,  I  con s i d e r ed  more  s e r i ou s l y  and  
D i s t i n c t l y ,  o f  t h e  w h o l e  P o w e r  o f  t h e  
K e y s ,  a n d  e x p r e s s e d  m y  A p p r e h e n s i o n s  
i n  t h a t  T r e a t i s e  o f  t h e  Key s ,  wh i ch  ou r  
b r e t h r e n  h e r e  d i d  w e l l  A c c e p t ,  a n d  s o  
d i d  t h e  b r e t h r en  ( o f  l i k e  J udg emen t )  i n  
Eng l and ,  and  some o f  them were  p l e a s ed  
t o  A t t e s t  i t  w i t h  t h e  P r e f a c e  w h i c h  i s  
n o w  e x t a n t  b e f o r e  i t :  y e a  I  h a v e  h e a r d  
( a s  w e l l  a s  s o m e  o t h e r  o f  o u r  B r e t h r e n  
he re )  by  some  l e t t e r s  f rom Eng l and ,  tha t 
	 D 3	 Reverend 
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R e v e r e n d  M r  R u t h e r f o r d  ( w h o  w a s  a  
g r e a t  P a r t  o f  t h e  A s s e m b l y  a t  W e s t - 
m i n s t e r )  o f f e r e d  t o  t h e  D i s s e n t i n g  b r e - 
t h r e n ,  T h a t  i f  t h e y  w o u l d  c o m e  u p  t o  
t h e  T r e a t i s e  o f  t h e  K e y s ,  t h e m s e l v e s  
w o u l d  m e e t  t h e m  t h e r e .  B u t  t h i s  w a s  
s u n d r y  y e a r s ,  a f t e r  t h e  T r e a t i s e  o f  t h e  
W a y  h a d  b e e n  f i n i s h e d ,  a n d  c a r r i e d  t o  
E n g l a n d ,  a n d  ( a s  I  h o p e d )  s u p p r e s s e d .  
Bu t  i t  s e eme th  s ome  B ro th e r  t h e r e ,  h a - 
v i n g  g o t  a  C o p y  o f  i t ,  b e i n g  z e a l o u s  
o f  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  F r a t e r n i t y ,  a n d  
P e r c e i v i n g  t h a t  t h e i r  Au tho r i t y  wa s  no t  
s o  f u l l y  A c k n o w l e d g e d  i n  t h e  K e y s  a s  
i n  t h e  Way ;  He  c au s ed  h i s  Copy  o f  t h e  
W a y  w h i c h  w a s  i n d e e d  a b r u p t  i n  t h e  
e n t r a n c e ,  a n d  i m p e r f e c t  o t h e r w i s e )  t o  
be  Publ i shed in  Pr in t :  which when I  s aw,  
I t  t r oub l ed  me  no t  a  l i t t l e ,  a s  know ing ,  
T h a t  t h e  D i s c r e p a n t  E x p r e s s i o n s  i n  t h e  
o n e ,  a n d  i n  t h e  o t h e r ,  m i g h t  t r o u b l e  
f r i e n d s ,  a n d  g i v e  A d v a n t a g e  t o  A d v e r - 
s a r i e s .  A f t e r w a r d s  M r  H o o k e r  c o m i n g  
d o w n  f r o m  C o n n e c t i q u o l ,  t o  c o n s u l t  
w i t h  t h e  E l d e r s  h e r e  a b o u t  h i s  B o o k ;  
He  p l e a d ed  s e r i ou s l y  f o r  t h e  P l a c i n g  o f 
		  all 
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a l l  C h u r c h  p o w e r ,  p r i m i t i v e l y ,  i n  t h e  
B o d y  o f  t h e  C h u r c h ,  a n d  a l s o  f o r  t h e i r  
J u d i c i a r y  P o w e r  o f  C e n s u r e  o v e r  t h e  
P r e s by t e r y ,  s u i t a b l e  t o  wha t  I  h ad  d e l i - 
v e r e d  i n  t h e  W a y ;  N o w ,  t h o u g h  I  c a n - 
n o t  s a y ,  t h a t  h i s  R e a s o n s  d i d  p r e v a i l  
w i t h  m e ,  t o  l t e r  t h e  P l a c i n g  o f  t h e  
F i r s t  S u b j e c t  o f  t h e  P o w e r  o f  t h e  K e y s ,  
f r om  wha t  I  h a d  d e l i v e r e d  i n  t h e  T r e a - 
t i s e  o f  t h e  K e y s :  y e t  P e r c e i v i n g  t h a t  
some men ’ s  Judgement s  d id  more  Adhere  
a s  t o  h i s  J u d g e m e n t ,  s o  t o  t h e  f o r m e r  
cou r s e  o f  the  Way:  o the r s  to  th a t  o f  the  
K e y s ,  I  s u f f e r e d  b o t h  t o  s t a n d  a s  t h e y  
d i d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s e e i n g  I  c o u l d  n o t  h e l p  
i t ,  t he  Book  o f  the  Way  be ing  pub l i shed  
w i thou t  my  Consen t ;  and  bo th  the  Way ,  
a nd  t h e  Key s  b e i ng  d i s p e r s e d  i n t o  many  
h a n d s  ( p a s t  m y  R e v o k i n g )  a n d  R e f u - 
t ed  by  some ;  So  th a t  i f  t he  Rep l i e r  f i nd  
s o m e  D i s c r e p a n c y  i n  o n e  o f  t h e s e  b o o k s  
f r o m  t h e  o t h e r ,  L e t  h i m  k n o w  t h a t  t h e  
Doc t r ine  o f  the  Way  ( in  such  f ew Po in t s  
whe r e i n  i t  d i f f e r e t h  f r om  t h e  Key s )  wa s  
no t  then  mine  when  the  Key s  we re  pub- 
l i s h e d ,  m u c h  l e s s  w h e n  t h e  W a y  w a s 
	 D 4	 published 
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p u b l i s h e d ,  w h i c h  w a s  m a n y  y e a r s  a f t e r ,  
t h o u g h  i t  h a d  b e e n  p e n n e d  m a n y  y e a r s  
b e f o r e .  A n d  y e t  t a k e  a l l  t h e  D i s c r e - 
p a n c i e s ,  a n d  w e i g h  t h e m  ( I  w i l l  n o t  
s a y  w i t h  C a n d o u r  b u t  w i t h  R i g o u r )  
a n d  I  d o  n o t  y e t  r e m e m b e r ,  n o t  c a n  I  
y e t  f i n d  a n y  o f  t h e m ,  b u t  t h e y  l i e  r a - 
t h e r  i n  D i f f e r e n c e  o f  L o g i c a l  N o t i o n ,  
t h a n  i n  D o c t r i n e  o f  D i v i n i t y ,  o r  C h u r c h  
Practice, as I said before.

A n s w e r  2 .  T h i s  f u r t h e r ;  l e t  m e  A c - 
q u a i n t  b o t h  t h e  R e p l i e r ,  a n d  t h e  R e a - 
d e r  w i t h a l ,  t h a t  s o m e t i m e s  t h e r e  h a t h  
g r o w n  a  Q u e s t i o n ,  a m o n g s t  u s  w h e - 
ther  a l l  Excommunicat ion to be an Act  o f  
O f f i c i a r a  P o t e s t a s ,  o r  n o t  s o m e  H o n o - 
r a r i a  o n l y ?  I f  o f  O f f i c i a r i a ,  I t  c a n n o t  
b e  D i s p e n s e d  b y  t h e  B r e t h r e n  o n l y ,  a s  
t h e  f i r s t  C o l u m n  h a t h  i t .  I f  o f  H o n o - 
r a r i a ,  I t  m a y ,  a n d  s o  t h e  s e c o n d  C o - 
l umn  h a th  i t :  a nd  t h en  t h e  Con t r ad i c t i - 
on is not ejusdem.

N e i t h e r  i s  t h i s  C e n s u r e  d i s p e n s e d  b y  
t h e  b r e t h r en  ( a s  I  c on c e i v e )  on e  o f  t h e  
h i gh e s t  A c t s  o f  Ru l e  (wh i ch  i s  t o  d e l i - 
ver unto Satan 1 Corinthians 5:5) but Reach-
		  eth 
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e th  on ly  to  c a s t  the i r  E lde r s ,  ou t  o f  Ad- 
m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  o f f i c e  t o  t h e m ,  a n d  o u t  
o f  Chu r ch  Commun ion  w i t h  t h em .  The  
T r u t h  i s ,  E g o  l i b e n t e r  i n  e o r u m  m e  n u - 
m e r o  e s s e  P r o f i t e o r ,  q u i  p r o f i c i e n d o  S c r i - 
b u n t ,  &  S c r i b e n d o  p r o f i c i u n t ;  w h i c h  g a v e  
s ome  o c c a s i on  t o  Add  t h e  t h i r d  An swe r  
g i v e n  a b o v e  t o  t h e  f i r s t  C o n t r a d i c t i o n ,  
Some th ing s  in  the  way  which  I  de l i ve r - 
e d  m o r e  l a x l y ,  I  e x p r e s s  m o r e  d i s t i n c t - 
l y  in  the  Trea t i s e  o f  the  Keys  wh ich  fo l - 
l owed  a f t e r :  and  some  th ing s  more  f u l l y  
and  c l e a r l y ,  in  the  Way  C lea red ,  than  in  
either of the former.

A n s w e r  3 .  W h e n  I  s a y  N o  A c t  o f  
t h e  P e o p l e ’ s  p a r t ,  d o e t h  p r o p e r l y  b i n d ,  
u n l e s s  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  E l d e r  j o i n  
w i t h  i t  ( K e y s  p a g e  3 6 )  I  w o u l d  b e  u n - 
de r s tood  to  speak  i t  a s  I  meant  i t ,  o f  the  
E l d e r s  w a l k i n g  w i t h o u t  o f f e n c e ;  i n  t h e  
R i g h t  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  o f f i c e ,  
and Conversation of their lives.

A n s w e r  4 .  W h e n  M r  H o o k e r  s a i t h ,  
E x c o m m u n i c a t i o n  i s  n o t  a n  A c t  o f  O f - 
f i c e ,  P o w e r ,  n o r  o f  R u l e ,  b u t  o f  s u - 
p r e m e  J u d g e m e n t  s e a t e d  i n  t h e  F r a t e r n i -
		  ty, 
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t y ,  I  e a s i l y  g r a n t  t h a t  t h e  E x c o m m u n i - 
c a t i o n  d i s p e n s e d  b y  t h e  F r a t e r n i t y  i s  
n o t  a n  A c t  o f  O f f i c e - P o w e r ;  B u t  i t  m a y  
J u s t l y  b e  I n q u i r e d ,  w h e t h e r  E x c o m m u - 
n i c a t i on ,  b e i ng  D i s p en s ed  by  t h e  E l d e r s  
w i t h  t h e  con s en t  o f  t h e  Chu r ch ,  b e  no t  
a n  A c t ,  a s  o f  t h e  C h u r c h e s  h o n o u r a b l e  
Jud i c i a l  Power ,  so  o f  the  E lde r ’ s  Of f i c e - 
Power ,  and  the  Rule  in  the  Church?  For  
a s  t h e  P a s t o r a l  P r e a c h i n g  o f  t h e  E l d e r s  
i s  O f f i c i a l ,  a n d  s o  A u t h o r i t a t i v e ,  t h o u g h  
t h e  P r e a c h i n g  o f  o t h e r  B r e t h r e n  ( a s  o f  
t h e  S o n s  o f  t h e  P r o p h e t s )  b e  n o t  s o :  
s o  why  may  the re  no t  be  the  l i ke  D i f f e - 
r e n c e ,  o b s e r v e d  h e r e ?  T o  d e l i v e r  u n t o  
S a t a n  s e e m e t h  t o  b e  a n  A c t  o f  J u d i c i a l  
O f f i c e - P ow e r ,  a s  when  i n  ano th e r  c a s e  i t  
i s  s a i d ,  T h e  J u d g e  d e l i v e r e t h  a  m a n  t o  
t h e  O f f i c e r ,  a n d  t h e  o f f i c e r  c a s t e t h  h im  i n - 
t o  P r i s o n ,  Ma t t h ew  5 : 2 5 .  He  t h a t  c a s t e t h  
u n t o  P r i s o n  i s  a n  I n f e r i o r  o f f i c e r .  T h e  
J u d g e  m u s t  t h e r e f o r e  b e  a  S u p e r i o r  o f - 
f i c e r ,  t h a t  d e l i v e r e t h  a n  o f f e n d e r  t o  
the  o f f i ce r ,  to  be  ca s t  in to  Pr i son .  In  the  
E x c o m m u n i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  I n c e s t u o u s  C o - 
r i n t h i a n  ( w h e r e  b o t h  t h e  E l d e r s  a n d 
		  Brethren 
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B r e t h r en  concu r r ed )  t h e  s en t enc e  m igh t  
w e l l  b e  d e l i v e r e d  i n  T e r m s  t h a t  e x - 
p r e s s  a n  A c t  o f  h i g h e s t  A u t h o r i t y ,  T o  
d e l i v e r  u n t o  S a t a n .  B u t  w h e r e  t h e  
C h u r c h  i s  c a l l e d  t o  A c t  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  
E l d e r s  ( w h o  c o r r u p t  t h e m  w i t h  f a l s e  
D o c t r i n e )  t h e r e  t h e  A p o s t l e  R e q u i r e t h  
t h e  C h u r c h ,  t o  m a r k  t h e m ,  a n d  A v o i d  
t h e m ,  R o m a n s  1 6 : 1 7 , 1 8 ,  w h i c h  m a y  e x - 
p r e s s  a n  A c t  o f  l i b e r t y ,  a n d  J u d i c i a l  
Power, but not of Authority.

CHAP. 4.

Touching the seventh Contradiction and eighth.
The seventh Contradiction is thus  

gathered.

7 .  I t  w a s  a  s a c r i l e g i o u s  
B r e a t h  o f  Ord e r ,  Tha t  Com- 
m i s s a r i e s  a n d  C h a n c e l l o r s  
w a n t i n g  t h e  K e y  o f  O r d e r  
( n o  M i n i s t e r s )  h a v e  b e e n  
i n v e s t e d  w i t h  J u r i s d i c t i o n .  
Y e a  a n d  mo r e  t h e n  M in i s t e - 
r i a l  A u t h o r i t y ,  a b o v e  t h o s e  
E l d e r s ,  w h o  l a b o u r  i n  w o r d  
a n d  D o c t r i n e .  T h e  K e y s  
page 16.

7 .  The r e  i s  a  Key  o f  Pow- 
e r  g i v en  t o  t h e  Chu r c h  (wi th  
t h e  E l d e r s )  a s  t o  o p e n  a  
d o o r  o f  e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  M i - 
n i s t e r ’ s  c a l l i n g ,  s o  t o  s h u t  
t h e  d o o r  o f  e n t r a n c e  a g a i n s t  
t h em  i n  s ome  c a s e s  & c .  The  
K e y s  p .  9 .  Y e a  t o  C e n s u r e  
a l l  t h e i r  E l d e r s  ( w i t h o u t  
E l d e r s )  T h e  W a y  p .  4 5 .  
as before.

		  Answ. 
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A n s w e r .  T h e  p o w e r  g i v e n  t o  t h e  C o m - 
m i s s a r i e s ,  Chan c e l l o r s  & :  I  j u s t l y  c a l l e d  a  
Sa c r i l e g i o u s  B r e a c h  o f  O r d e r  i n  mo r e  Re- 
spects than one.

1 .  I n  t h a t  b e i n g  n o  M i n i s t e r s ,  t h e y  
e x e r c i s e d  m o r e  t h a n  M i n i s t e r i a l  A u t h o - 
r i t y  o v e r  t h e  E l d e r s .  F o r  M i n i s t e r s  d o  
n o t  e x e r c i s e  A u t h o r i t y  o v e r  E l d e r s ,  n o  
no r  ove r  a ny  B ro the r ,  bu t  w i t h  con s en t  
o f  t h e  C h u r c h .  B u t  t h e s e  d o  i t  w i t h - 
o u t ,  a n d  a g a i n s t  t h e  C o n s e n t  o f  t h e  
Church.

2 .  I n  t h a t  t h e y  e x e r c i s e  t h i s  A u t h o - 
r i t y  even  in  Churche s  where in  they  have  
n o t  R e c e i v e d  t h e  k e y  o f  O r d e r ,  a n d  s o  
s t a n d  n o t  s o  m u c h  a s  i n  t h e  O r d e r  o f  
Members amongst them.

3 .  I n  t h a t  t h e y  p r o c e e d  a g a i n s t  t h e m ,  
n o t  f o r  c r i m e s  c o m m i t t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  
w o r d  o f  G o d ,  b u t  f o r  N e g l e c t  o f  P o - 
pish Canons or Human Traditions.

B u t  n o w  n o  A u t h o r i t y  a l l o w e d  t o  
B r e t h r e n  e i t h e r  i n  t h e  K e y s  o r  i n  t h e  
W a y ,  c o m e t h  n e a r  t o  t h i s  B r e a c h  o f  
Order.

F o r  1 .  i n  J o i n i n g  w i t h  t h e  E l d e r s 
		  to 
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t o  o p e n  a  d o o r  o f  e n t r a n c e  t o  M i - 
n i s t e r ’ s  c a l l i n g ,  T h e y  p u t  f o r t h  n o  
A c t  o f  A u t h o r i t y  ( p r o p e r l y  s o  c a l l e d )  
a t  a l l :  b u t  o n l y  e x e r c i s e  a  l i b e r t y  a n d  
P o w e r  o r d e r l y  w h i c h  t h e y  h a v e  R e c e i - 
v e d  f r o m  t h e  L o r d  J e s u s ,  t o  e l e c t  t h e i r  
o w n  o f f i c e r s ,  A s  t h e  P e o p l e ’ s  e l e c t i o n  
o f  D e a c o n s  ( A c t s  6 : 2  t o  5 t h )  A n d  
their lifting up of their hands in the choice of  
E l d e r s  ( A c t s  1 4 : 2 3 )  d o t h  d e c l a r e .  
A n d  w h e n  t h e y  d o  s h u t  t h e m  f o r t h  i t  i s  
n o t  w i t h o u t  t h e i r  E l d e r s ,  w h e r e  t h e i r  
E l d e r s  a r e  n o t  w a n t i n g ,  o r  n o t  w a n t i n g  
t o  t h e i r  D u t y .  A n d  e v e n  t h e n ,  t h e y  
pu t  f o r t h  no  Ac t  o f  Of f i c e  Ru l e ,  o r  Au- 
t h o r i t y  ( p r o p e r l y  s o  c a l l e d )  a s  t h e  
C o m m i s s a r i e s  d o ,  b u t  o n l y  a n  A c t  o f  
J u d i c i a l  P o w e r  c o m m o n  t o  t h e  w h o l e  
Church, 1 Corinthians 5:12.

2 .  T h e  P e o p l e  d o  e x e r c i s e  t h i s  P o w - 
e r  o n l y  i n  t h e i r  o w n  C h u r c h  w h e r e  
t h e m s e l v e s  a r e  m e m b e r s ,  a n d  h a v e  R e - 
ceived a key of Order.

3 .  T h e y  p r o c e e d  n o t  a g a i n s t  a n y ,  
m u c h  l e s s  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  E l d e r s ,  b u t  f o r  
n o t o r i o u s  o f f e n c e s ,  c o m m i t t e d  a g a i n s t 
		  the 
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the  Word o f  God,  in  Doct r ine  or  l i f e ,  so  
t h a t  t h i s  C o n t r a d i c t i o n  s p e a k e t h  a s  l i t - 
tle ad idem as any of the former.

Touching the 8th Contradiction.
T h e  8 t h  C o n t r a d i c t i o n  i s  r e p r e s e n t e d  

thus.
8 .  W e  a r e  s o  f a r  

f r o m  A l l o w i n g  t h a t  S a - 
c r a l i g i o u s  u s u r p a t i o n  o f  t h e  
M i n i s t e r ’ s  o f f i c e ,  
T h a t  p r i v a t e  C h r i s t i - 
a n s  o r d i n a r i l y  t a k e  u p o n  
t h e m  t o  P r e a c h  t h e  G o - 
s p e l  P u b l i c l y ,  T h e  
Keys, page 6.

8 .  Th i s  i s  o r d i n a r i l y  P r a - 
c t i s ed in England,  and Al low- 
ed by the Independent Brethren.  
Yea they being but in the Notion  
of Gifted Brethren, no Ministers  
to other Congregations, do it or- 
dinarily themselves.

Answ e r  1 .  Th i s  Con t r ad i c t i on  i s  no t  o f  
me  t o  my  s e l f ,  b u t  o f  s ome  o t h e r s ,  who  
w h e t h e r  t h e y  b e  I n d e p e n d e n t s  t r u l y  s o  
c a l l e d ,  I  d o  n o t  k n o w :  s u r e  I  a m ,  t h a t  
P r e s b y t e r i a n s  a n d  I n d e p e n d e n t s  a r e  n o t  
m e m b r a  D i v i d e n t i a ,  t h o u g h  I  s e e ,  t h a t  
a l l  t h a t  a r e  n o t  f o r  P o p e r y ,  o r  E p i s c o - 
p a c y ,  o r  P r e s b y t e r y ,  d o  c o m m o n l y  
l u r k  u n d e r  t h e  s t y l e  o f  I n d e p e n d e n c y .  
I  hope the repl ier  would be loathe to Re- 
nounce  t he  p ro t e s t an t  Re l i g i on ,  b e c au s e 
		  there 
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the re  a re  found  some cont r ad i c t ion s ,  and  
g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h e s e ,  i n  o n e  o f  t h e m  t o  
another.

Answ e r  2 .  When  I  c a l l  i t  a  S a c r i l i g i ou s  
u s u r p a t i o n  f o r  P r i v a t e  C h r i s t i a n s  O r d i - 
n a r i l y  t o  t a k e  u p o n  t h e m  t o  P r e a c h  t h e  
G o s p e l  P u b l i c l y ,  &  t o  A d m i n i s t e r  t h e  
S a c r a m e n t s ;  y e t  t h i s  l a t t e r  o f  A d m i n i - 
s t e r i n g  t h e  S a c r a m e n t s  t h e  R e p l i e r  l e a v e t h  
o u t ,  a n d  s o  t h e  C o n t r a d i c t i o n  i s  n o t  
a d  i d e m :  w h i c h  i s  a  C o m m o n  f a i l i n g  
i n  t h i s ,  a n d  t h e  r e s t .  F o r  I  w o u l d  n o t  
s a y  t h a t  i t  i s  a  S a c r i l e g i o u s  u s u r p a t i o n ,  
f o r  w e l l  g i f t e d  B r e t h r e n  ( w h e r e  o r d a i - 
n e d  M i n i s t e r s  c a n n o t  b e  h a d )  t h e r e  
t o  P r e a c h  o r d i n a r i l y  a n d  P u b l i c l y ,  e s - 
p e c i a l l y  i f  t h e y  b e  A p p r o v e d  b y  t h o s e  
t h a t  h a v e  P o w e r ,  a n d  r e q u e s t e d  t h e r e - 
t o  b y  t h e  P e o p l e ,  w h e r e i n  I  g o  f u r t h e r  
i n  g i v i n g  w a y  t o  t h e  P r o p h e c y i n g  o f  
P r i v a t e  B r e t h r e n ,  t h a n  m y  R e v e r e n d  
B r e t h r e n  ( t h e  P r e f a c e r s  t o  t h e  K e y s )  
d o ,  w h o  o n l y  A l l o w  t h e m  t o  P r e a c h  
o c c a s i o n a l l y ,  a nd  no t  o r d i n a r i l y ,  wh i ch  I  
s p e ak  on l y  t o  t h i s  end ,  Tha t  t h e  Rep l i - 
e r  a n d  o t h e r s  m a y  k n o w ,  t h e r e  i s  m o r e 
		  consent 
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c o n s e n t  a n d  A g r e e m e n t  i n  o u r  J u d g 
m e n t s ,  t h a n  t h e y  t a k e  n o t i c e  o f ,  o r  
s o m e t i m e s  o u r s e l v e s  e i t h e r .  B u t  i f  
P r i v a t e  B r e t h r e n  d o  A d m i n i s t e r  t h e  S a - 
c r a m e n t s  a t  a l l  w h e t h e r  o r d i n a r i l y ,  o r  
Occ a s i on a l l y ,  I t  s e eme th  t o  me  l i k e  t h e  
Fact of Uzziah in offering Incense.

CHAP. 5.

Touching the 9th Contradiction.
The 9th Contradiction is laid out thus.

9 .  A  P a r t i - 
c u l a r  C h u r c h  o f  
S a i n t s  P r o f e s - 
s i n g  t h e  F a i t h  
( t h a t  i s  m e m - 
b e r s  w i t h o u t  
o f f i c e s )  i s  t h e  
f i r s t  s u b j e c t  o f  
a l l  t h e  C h u r c h  
O f f i c e s ,  w i t h  
a l l  t h e i r  S p i r i - 
t u a l  G i f t s  &  
P o w e r ,  K e y s ,  
page 31.

9. As the keys of  
the kingdom of Hea- 
ven are divers, so are  
the Subjects to whom  
they are committed di- 
verse, Keys, page 11.  
The Apostles were the  
first subject of Apo- 
stolical power, ibid.  
page 32. A Synod is  
the f i r s t  Subjec t  o f  
that Power whereby  
Error i s  convinced,  
and condemned, ibid.  
page 47.

9. The Power of the  
keys belongeth firstly  
to a Congregation of  
Covenanting Belie- 
vers, Surv. part p.  
219. The Power of the  
keys is in the Church  
of Believers, as in the  
first subject, ib. p. 195.  
That conceit is wide  
to make one first sub- 
ject to this power, &  
yet others to share in  
th i s  power ,  not  by  
means  o f  tha t ,  f o r  
this is to speak dag- 
gers, and Contradi- 
ction, ibid.

		  Answer 1.
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Answe r  1 .  Thi s  i s  one  o f  those  Di f fe ren- 
c e s ,  o f  w h i c h  I  s p a k e  b e f o r e ,  t h a t  l i - 
e t h  r a t h e r  i n  L o g i c a l  N o t i o n ,  t h a n  e i - 
t h e r  i n  D o c t r i n e  o f  D i v i n i t y ,  o r  i n  
Chu r ch  P r a c t i c e .  Ag a i n s t  wh i ch  t h e  e x - 
c e p t i o n  m a d e  a b o v e ,  h a t h  b e e n  A n - 
s w e r e d  a b o v e ,  i n  c l e a r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  
Contradiction.

Answ e r  2 .  The r e  i s  no  c o l o u r  o f  Con t r a - 
d i c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  f o r m e r  C o - 
l u m n s .  F o r  w h e n  I  s a y  A  P a r t i c u l a r  
C h u r c h  i s  t h e  f i r s t  S u b j e c t  o f  a l l  t h e  
Church  Of f i c e r s  and  the i r  G i f t s ,  I  s p e ak  
n o t  o f  t h i s  o r  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  C h u r c h ,  
( w h i c h  i s  b u t  a n  I n d i v i d u a l )  b u t  
o f  a  P a r t i c u l a r  C h u r c h  t a k e n  I n d e f i n i t e - 
l y ,  w h i c h  ( b y  m e r e  e r r o r  o f  t h e  P r i n - 
t e r )  i s  w i thou t  s en se  s a id ,  t aken  I nd ep en - 
d e n t l y ,  wh i ch  i s  t h e  D i s a dv an t a g e  o f  u s ,  
w h o  l i v e  s o  f a r  r e m o t e  f r o m  t h e  P r e s s ,  
t h a t  we  c an  ne i the r  p r even t  t he i r  m i s t a - 
k e s  n o r  c o r r e c t  t h e m  a f t e r w a r d s .  B u t  
t ake  a  Pa r t i cu l a r  Church  I nd e f i n i t e l y  &  i t  
c o m p r e h e n d e t h  a l l  P a r t i c u l a r  C h u r c h e s :  
A n d  t h a t  G o d  h a t h  g i v e n  t o  P a r t i c u l a r  
C h u r c h e s  a l l  s p i r i t u a l  o f f i c e r s  t o g e t h e r 
	 E	 with 



50	 john owen

w i t h  t h e i r  G i f t s ,  f o r  t h e  D i s c h a r g e  o f  
t he i r  o f f i c e s ,  i s  P roved  by  ev iden t  Tex t s  
o f  S c r i p t u r e ,  i n  t h a t  v e r y  P a g e  o f  t h e  
K e y s  3 1 .  I  d o  n o t  s a y  ( a s  s o m e  d o )  
t h a t  t h e  C h u r c h  m e a n i n g  t h e  F r a t e r n i t y  
i s  t h e  f i r s t  s u b j e c t  o f  a l l  s p i r i t u a l  G i f t s  
( f o r  t h e n  t h e y  h a d  r e c e i v e d  t h e m  i m - 
m e d i a t e l y  w i t h o u t  o f f i c e r s : )  b u t  I  s a y  
t h e  o f f i c e s  a n d  O f f i c e r s ,  n o t  d e v o i d  o f  
G i f t s ,  bu t  f u rn i shed  w i th  t he i r  g i f t s ,  a r e  
g i ven  by  Chr i s t  to  the  Chu r c h  f r e e l y ,  and  
n o t  t o  a n y  o t h e r  P e r s o n  o r  S o c i e t y ,  
f r o m  w h o m  t h e  C h u r c h  R e c e i v e t h  
them.

B u t  t h i s  n o  w h i t  c r o s s e t h ,  w h a t  i s  
s a i d  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  C o l u m n ,  T h a t  E l d e r s  
a r e  the  f i r s t  s u b j e c t s  o f  o rd ina ry  Min i s t e - 
r i a l  P o w e r ,  a n d  A p o s t l e s  o f  A p o s t o l i - 
c a l  P o w e r ,  a n d  S y n o d s ,  o f  S y n o d i c a l  
P o w e r .  A  w i f e  m a y  b e  t h e  f i r s t  s u b - 
j ec t  o f  he r  own  Dowry ,  bu t  ye t  he r  Hus- 
b and  i s  t h e  f i r s t  Sub j e c t  Re c i p i e n t  o f  h i s  
wife with her Dowry.

Answe r  3 .  A s  fo r  wha t  i s  s a i d  d i f f e r en t - 
l y  by  my Bro th e r  Hooke r  in  the  th i rd  Co- 
l u m n ,  a s  h i s  P e r s o n  a n d  G i f t s  a n d 
		  Friend-
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F r i e n d s h i p  w e r e  p r e c i o u s  a n d  d e a r  t o  
m e  w h i l s t  h e  l i v e d :  s o  n o w  t h a t  h e  r e - 
s t e t h  i n  G l o r y ,  h i s  N a m e  a n d  m e m o r y ,  
a n d  l a b o u r  ( s a v i n g  s o m e  v e r y  f e w  p r i - 
v a t e  N o t i o n s )  a r e  h o n o u r a b l e ,  a n d  
b l e s s ed ,  w i th  me ,  and  I  suppo se  w i th  a l l  
t h a t  k n e w  h i m .  B u t  i n  t h i s  L o g i c a l  
N o t i o n ,  I  c r a v e  l e a v e ,  n o t  s o  m u c h  t o  
d i s s e n t  f r o m  h i m  ( f o r  h e  h e r e i n  D i s - 
s en t ed  f r om me ,  who  wro t e  f i r s t ,  r a t h e r  
t h a n  I  f r o m  h i m )  b u t  l e a v e  I  c r a v e  n o t  
t o  Re t r a c t  wha t  I  f o rmer l y  wro t e  i n  t he  
K e y s  t o u c h i n g  t h i s  P o i n t ,  t h o u g h  I  
s hou ld  a s  much  su spe c t  m ine  own  j udg - 
men t ,  whe r e  h e  D i s s e n t e t h  f r om  me ,  a s  
w h e r e  a n y  m a n .  I t  i s  t r u e  h e  t a k e t h  
t h e  Chu r ch  o f  Cov en an t e d  Be l i e v e r s  t o  
b e  t h e  f i r s t  Sub j e c t  o f  t h e  powe r  o f  t h e  
k e y s ,  w h i c h  i f  h e  m e a n  n o  m o r e ,  t h a n  
t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  a l l  C h u r c h - P o w e r  e i - 
t h e r  f o r m a l i t e r ,  o r  R a d i c a l i t e r ,  a n d  
V i r t u a l i t e r ,  t h e n  t h e r e  i s  n o  D i f f e r e n c e  
i n  ou r  e xp r e s s i on s ;  bu t  i f  h e  me an  t h a t  
t h e y  a r e  t h e  f i r s t  S u b j e c t  o f  a l l  
C h u r c h - P o w e r  p r o p e r l y ,  t w o  o r  
t h r e e  t h i n g s  D e t a i n  m e  f r o m  c o n s e n -
	 E 2	 ting 
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t i n g  w i t h  h i m  h e r e i n .  1 .  T h a t  w h i c h  
i s  t h e  f i r s t  S u b j e c t  o f  a n y  P o w e r  R e - 
c e i v e t h  i t  i m m e d i a t e l y  w i t h o u t  a n y  o - 
t h e r  I n t e r v e n i n g  S u b j e c t .  A s  f i r e  b e - 
i n g  t h e  f i r s t  S u b j e c t  o f  H e a t ,  R e c e i - 
v e t h  n o t  h i s  H e a t  f r o m  a n y  f o r m e r  
S u b j e c t .  B u t  i t  i s  e v i d e n t ,  T h a t  m a - 
ny  a  Chu r ch  o f  Be l i e v e r s ,  h a th  no t  Re- 
c e i v ed  Pa s t o r a l  G i f t s ,  no r  i t  may  b e  any  
G i f t s  f i t  f o r  o f f i c e ,  ’ t i l l  t h ey  f e t ch  them  
f r o m  o t h e r  C h u r c h e s ,  a n d  s o m e t i m e s  
f r om some  who  a r e  no t  membe r s  o f  any  
Particular Church at all.

2 .  T h e  f i r s t  S u b j e c t  o f  a n y  P o w e r ,  
a s  i t  h a t h  i m m e d i a t e l y  R e c e i v e d  i t :  s o  
i t  m a y  i m m e d i a t e l y  e x e r c i s e  i t :  a s  F i r e  
( t h e  f i r s t  s u b j e c t  o f  H e a t )  c a n  H e a t  
w i t h o u t  I n t e r v e n t i o n  o f  a n y  o t h e r  s u b - 
ject.

B u t  t h e  C h u r c h  h a t h  n o t  P o w e r  i m - 
m e d i a t e l y  t o  e x e r c i s e  P a s t o r a l  P r e a c h - 
i n g ,  o r  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  S a c r a - 
ment s ,  ’ t i l l  i t  have  p rocured  and  cho sen ,  
a n d  c a l l e d  f o r t h  s o m e  o r  o t h e r  G i f t e d  
Persons to exercise the same.

3 .  I  m i g h t  A d d  a  t h i r d  R e a s o n  t o 
		  both
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b o t h  t h e  f o r m e r .  W h a t s o e v e r  i s  p r o - 
p e r l y  t h e  f i r s t  S u b j e c t  o f  a n y  P o w e r ,  I t  
h a th  t h a t  s ame  Power ,  o r  s ome  o the r  e - 
q u i v a l e n t ,  a n d  a n a l o g i c a l  t o  i t ,  n o t  o n - 
l y  r a d i c a l i t e r  a n d  v i r t u a l i t e r ,  b u t  F o r - 
m a l i t e r  a l s o .  A n d  b e c a u s e  f o r m a l i t e r ,  
t h e r e f o r e  r a d i c a l i t e r  a n d  v i r t u a l i t e r .  F o r  
w h a t s o e v e r  i s  i n  a n y  S u b j e c t  F i r s t l y ,  
( w h e t h e r  i t  b e  p r o p e r  A d j u n c t ,  o r  
p r o p e r  e f f e c t ,  o r  a n y  o t h e r  p r o p e r  A r - 
g u m e n t )  i t  e i t h e r  f l o w e t h  f r o m  t h e  
f o r m ,  o r  f r o m  t h e  m a t t e r  s o  f o r m e d ;  
A s  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  c a p a c i t y  o f  L e a r n i n g ,  
or  Ris ib i l i ty  i s  in  Man,  a s  in  the f i r s t  sub- 
j e c t .  T h e  f o r m e r  f l o w e t h  f r o m  t h e  
R e a s o n a b l e  s o u l :  t h e  l a t t e r  f r o m  t h e  
m a t t e r  o f  a  m a n  s o  f o r m e d .  B u t  n e i - 
t h e r  o f  t h e s e  a r e  i n  m a n  r a d i c a l i t e r  o r  
v i r t u a l i t e r ,  b u t  on l y  b e c au s e  t h e y  a r e  i n  
a  man  f o rma l l y ,  a nd  s o  e i t h e r  f l ow  f r om  
t h e  f o r m ,  o r  f r o m  t h e  m a t t e r  s o  f o r - 
m e d .  T a k e  a n o t h e r  I n s t a n c e ,  a n d  o f  a - 
n o t h e r  s o r t .  T h e  P e o p l e  t h a t  h a v e  
powe r  t o  e l e c t  a  K i n g ,  t hough  they  h ave  
n o t  f o r m a l l y  k i n g l y  p o w e r ,  y e t  h a v e  
t h e y  a  f o r m a l  P o w e r ,  t o  s u b m i t 
	 E 3	 them-
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t h e m s e l v e s  t o  K i n g l y  P o w e r .  A n d  
s o  h a v i n g  a  f o r m a l  P o w e r  t o  p u t  o n e  
o f  t h e  R e l a t i v e s ,  t h e y  h a v e  a  æ q u i v a - 
l e n t  a nd  Ana l o g i c a l  Powe r  t o  pu t  t h e  o - 
t h e r  C o r r e l a t i v e .  F o r ,  P o s i t o  u n o  R e - 
latorum, Ponitur etiam & alterum.

A s  f o r  t h a t  w h i c h  i s  q u o t e d  b y  t h e  
R e p l i e r  f r o m  M r  H o o k e r ,  i n  t h e  l a s t  
c l au s e  o f  t h e  t h i r d  Co lumn  o f  t h i s  con- 
t r a d i c t i o n ,  I  s e e  n o t  h o w  i t  c o n c e r - 
n e t h  m e ,  o r  c o n t r a d i c t e t h  a n y t h i n g  
i n  t h e  f o r m e r  C o l u m n s .  F o r  I  d o  
n o t  m a k e  a n y  f i r s t  S u b j e c t  o f  C h u r c h - 
P o w e r ,  a n d  y e t  o t h e r s  t o  s h a r e  i n  t h a t  
P o w e r ,  b u t  n o t  b y  m e a n s  o f  t h a t .  B u t  
a s  t h e  k e y s  o f  t h e  k i n g d o m  o f  h e a v e n  a r e  
d i ve r s e :  So  I  s e e  no  Inconven i ence ,  t h a t  
t h e  f i r s t  S u b j e c t s  t o  w h o m  t h e  s e v e r a l  
k e y s  a r e  c o m m i t t e d ,  m a y  b e  d i v e r s e  
a l s o .  N e i t h e r  d o t h  t h e  l e t t e r  o f  t h e  
Text  seem to  me to  ga insay  tha t ,  Mat thew  
16 : 18 .  Fo r  though  i t  s pe ak ,  no t  t o  Them  
bu t  to  The e ;  a  Repre sen t ing  one  s t a t e  o r  
C o n d i t i o n  o f  m e n :  y e t  s a y  t h a t  o n e  
c o n d i t i o n  t o  b e  b e l i e v e r s  a n d  t a k e  B e - 
l i e v e r s  i n  a  l a r g e  s e n s e ,  I t  c o m p r e h e n -
		  deth 
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d e t h  a l l  s o r t s  o f  P r o f e s s i n g  B e l i e v e r s ,  
w h e t h e r  P r i v a t e  m e m b e r s ,  o r  E l d e r s ,  
o r  A p o s t l e s ,  i n d e e d  a l l .  B u t  n e i t h e r  d o  
I  s e e  any  conv inc ing  r e a son  s e e ing  Pe t e r  
s t o o d  i n  a  t h r e e f o l d  E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  R e - 
l a t i o n  ( b e i n g  b o t h  a n  A p o s t l e ,  a n d  a n  
E lder ,  & a  Profe s sed Bel iever )  why Chr i s t  
c o m m i t t i n g  t h e  k e y s  t o  h i m  ( s a y i n g  
t o  T h e e  w i l l  I  g i v e  t h e m )  m i g h t  n o t  
I n t e n d  t o  g i v e  a l l  t h e  k e y s ;  a n d  t h e  
s e v e r a l  s o r t s  o f  t h e m ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
several Relations he stood in.

I f  i t  b e  s a i d  A l l  t h a t  s h a r e  i n  t h e  s ub - 
j e c t  t o  w h o m  t h e  k e y s  a r e  G i v e n  ( i n  
t h e s e  w o r d s ,  T o  T h e e )  t h e y  a l l  s h a r e  
a l i k e  i n  t h e  s a m e  e q u a l  P o w e r  o f  t h e  
k e y s ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a v e  a l l  
t h e  s a m e  C o m m i s s i o n :  I  A n s w e r  i t  
w o u l d  i n d e e d  s o  f o l l o w ,  I t  t h e r e  
w e r e  n o  o t h e r  s e v e r a l  C o m m i s s i o n s ,  
g r a n t e d  i n  S c r i p t u r e  e l s e w h e r e ,  b u t  
o n l y  h e r e ;  B u t  c l e a r  i t  i s  f r o m  o t h e r  
S c r i p t u r e s .  T h a t  P o w e r  o f  A u t h o r i t a - 
t i v e  P r e a c h i n g ,  a n d  A d m i n i s t e r i n g  t h e  
S a c r a m e n t s ,  i s  G i v e n  o n l y  t o  A p o s t l e s ,  
E l d e r s ,  a nd  s u ch  l i k e  o f f i c e r s :  bu t  Pow-
	 E 4	 er 
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e r  o f  P r i v i l e g e  a nd  J udg emen t ,  i s  g i v en  
all the Fraternity.

CHAP. 6

Touching the 10th Contradiction  
with the 11th, 12th, 13th.

T h e  1 0 t h  C o n t r a d i c t i o n  i s  t h u s  h e l d  
forth.

1 0 .  P a s t o r  
a n d  F l o c k  a r e  
R e l a t e s :  a n d  s o  
h e  i s  a  P a s t o r  
t o  n o n e  b u t  h i s  
o w n  C o n g r e g a - 
t i o n .  T h i s  i s  
t h e  C o m m o n  
Tenent.

1 0 .  T h e  m e m - 
bers of any Church  
w e  A d m i t  t o  t h e  
Lord’s Table (if they  
b r ing  l e t t e r s  t e s t i - 
mon i a l )  and  t h e i r  
Ch i l d r e n  t o  Bap - 
t i s m .  T h e  W a y  
p .  68 .  The  Key s  
p. 17.

1 0 .  A d m i n i - 
s t r a t i o n  o f  Sa c r a - 
ments is a Ministe- 
r ia l  Act:  and what  
Authority hath a Pa- 
stor to do it, or they  
t o  Re c e i v e  i t  f r om  
him to whom he is  
n o  P a s t o r ?  M r 
Hooker Surv. Part

2 .  6 4 , 6 5 .  P a s t o r s  a n d  T e a c h e r s  m i g h t  P r a y  a n d  P r e a c h  
i n  o t h e r  C h u r c h e s  b e s i d e s  t h e i r  o w n ,  b u t  n o t  A d m i n i s t e r  
seals and Censures. Bartlet’s Model, page 63.

A n s w e r  1 .  T h a t  A p p e a r a n c e  o f  C o n - 
t r ad i c t ion  i s  e a s i l y  Removed ,  i f  ou r  Do- 
c t r i n e  a n d  P r a c t i c e  b e  k n o w n ,  a s  i t  i s ,  
w h a t  a  P a s t o r  d o e t h  i n  h i s  o w n  C o n - 
g r e g a t i o n ,  a n d  t o  h i s  o w n  F l o c k ,  h e  
d o e t h  i t  b y  P a s t o r a l  P o w e r ,  a n d  A u -
		  thority, 
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t h o r i t y ,  w h a t  h e  d o t h  t o  t h e  m e m b e r s  
o f  o t h e r  C h u r c h e s ,  a b r o a d ,  o r  o u t  o f  
h i s  own  Cong r e g a t i on ,  He  doe t h  i t  no t  
A u t h o r i t a t i v e ,  b u t  P r e c a r i ò ,  a n d  n o t  
i n  a  c o n s t a n t ,  b u t  i n  a  t r a n s i e n t  w a y :  
wh i ch  the  commun ion  o f  Churche s  do th  
n o t  o n l y  A d m i t ,  b u t  r e a d i l y  ( a s  o c c a - 
s i o n  s e r v e t h )  D e s i r e .  W h a t  M r  H o o k e r  
d oub t ed  o f  i n  t h i s  Po i n t ,  h e  An swe r e t h  
himself at the end of the same Page 65.

I f  P a u l ,  A p o l l o s  a n d  C e p h a s ,  t h i n g s  
p re sen t  and  th ing s  to  come,  be  a l l  G iven  
t o  t h e  P a r t i c u l a r  C h u r c h  o f  C o r i n t h  
(1   Cor in th ians  3 :22)  who yet  had no pecu- 
l i a r  I n t e r e s t  i n  t h e m  m o r e  t h a n  o t h e r  
C h u r c h e s .  B y  t h e  s a m e  R i g h t  a l l  t h e  
o f f i c e r s ,  and  a l l  t he i r  G i f t s  a r e  the i r s  a l - 
s o ,  i n  t h e  s a m e  w a y .  T h e i r s  t h e y  a r e  
not kat¶ cr¡sin  (for each Church hath his  
p e c u l i a r  o f f i c e s ,  a s  t h e i r  o w n  p r o p r i e - 
ty):  Then they are theirs kat¶ c¡rsin ,  for  
t h e i r  u s e ,  n o t  A u t h o r i t a t i v e l y ,  n o r  O r - 
d i n a r i l y ,  b u t  o c c a s i o n a l l y ,  a s  G o d  g i - 
v e t h  o p p o r t u n i t y ;  O r d i n a r i l y  a s  t h e  
Of f i c e r s  mu s t  a t t e nd  t o  t h e i r  own  F l o c k ,  
s o  m u s t  t h e  F l o c k  D e p e n d  u p o n  t h e i r 
		  own 
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o w n  O f f i c e r s .  T h e  o f f i c e r s  h a v e  n o  A u - 
t h o r i t y  o v e r  a n y  F l o c k ,  b u t  t h a t  w h i c h  
t h e  H o l y  G h o s t  h a t h  c o m m i t t e d  t o  
t h e m :  N e i t h e r  c a n  a n y  o t h e r  F l o c k  
c o m m a n d  t h e  e m p l o y m e n t  o f  a n y  o f  
t h e i r  G i f t s ,  o r  any  a c t  o f  t h e i r  o f f i c e  a - 
m o n g s t  t h e m .  B u t  u p o n  o c c a s i o n ,  i n  a  
t r an s i en t  way ,  a s  t hey  may  have  need  o f  
t h e i r  G i f t s ,  s o  t h e y  m a y  h a v e  n e e d  o f  
s o m e  A c t  o f  t h e i r  O f f i c e ,  a n d  a c c o r d - 
ingly may Desire it, and Receive it.

The 11th Contradiction which is  
set forth.

1 1 .  W e  R e c e i v e  t h e  S a - 
c rament  o f  the  Lord’ s  Suppe r  
( s a y  t h e  s a m e  o f  B a p t i s m )  
a s  a  s ea l  o f  Communion,  no t  
on l y  w i t h  t h e  Lo r d  J e s u s  i n  
ou r  own Chur che s  bu t  in  a l l  
C h u r c h e s  o f  t h e  S a i n t s .  
K ey s  p a g e  1 7 ,  De l .  o f  9 .  
Posit page 133,134.

1 1 .  B a p t i s m  ( a n d  s o  t h e  
o t h e r  Sa c r amen t )  d e a l e t h  up  
t h e  E x t e r n a l  C o m m u n i o n  
w i t h  a  P a r t i c u l a r  C h u r c h  
& c .  M r  H  S u r v .  P a r t  3 ,  
page 27.

A n d  h e  d i s p u t e s  a g a i n s t  
i t ,  a s  t o  t h e  C a t h o l i c  
Church.

A n s w e r :  W h e n  w e  s a y ,  t h a t  t h e  S a - 
c r a m e n t s  a r e  S e a l s  o f  C o m m u n i o n  w i t h  
t h e  L o r d  J e s u s  n o t  o n l y  i n  o u r  o w n  
C h u r c h ,  b u t  i n  a l l  t h e  C h u r c h e s  o f  t h e 
		  Saints, 
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S a i n t s ,  w e  d o  n o t  m e a n  t h a t  t h e y  s e a l  
u p  t h e  s a m e  m e a s u r e  o f  E x t e r n a l  C o m - 
m u n i o n  w i t h  o t h e r  C h u r c h e s ,  a s  w i t h  
o u r  o w n .  T h e y  d o  n o t  s e a l  u p  t h i s  
C o m m u n i o n ,  T h a t  t h e i r  o f f i c e r s  a r e  
o u r  o f f i c e r s ,  a n d  w e  t h e i r  F l o c k :  O r  
tha t  we  have  the  s ame Power  over  them,  
wh i ch  we  h a v e  ov e r  ou r  own  membe r s .  
T h i s  w e r e  t o  s e a l  u p  n o t  a  C o m m u n i - 
o n  b u t  a  C o n f u s i o n  o f  C h u r c h e s ;  A n d  
th i s  i s  tha t  which  Mr Hooke r  in  the  p l ace  
a l l e g e d  d o t h  d e n y  a s  o u r s e l v e s  a l s o  
do.

The 12th Contradiction is thus  
declared.

1 2 .  I t  i s  a n  A c t  o f  t h e  
E l d e r s ’  P o w e r  a n d  A u t h o - 
r i t y  t o  Examin e  whe th e r  O f - 
f i c e r s ,  o r  m e m b e r s ,  b e f o r e  
t h e y  b e  R e c e i v e d  o f  t h e  
Church, Keys page 21.

1 2 .  A s  f o r  A d m i s s i o n ,  
E l e c t i o n ,  O r d i n a t i o n  o f  O f - 
f i c e r s ,  Adm i s s i o n  o r  s hu t t i n g  
ou t  o f  Membe r s ,  t h e s e  t h i n g s  
t h e  B r e t h r en  may  d o  w i t h ou t  
officers, The Way p 45, 101.

A n s w e r :  T h e  A n s w e r  i s  O b v i o u s ,  
wha t  t h e  E l de r s  do  i n  t h i s  k i nd ,  Ex  O f - 
f i c i o ,  The  Church  may  do  the  l i ke  in  the  
want of Elders.
		  The 
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The 13th Contradiction is set be- 
fore us thus.

1 3 .  O r d i n a t i o n  i s  t h e n  
C o m p l e t e  w h e n  t h e  P e o - 
p l e  h a t h  C h o s e n  a n  O f f i - 
c e r ,  a n d  t h e  P r e s b y t e r y  
h a t h  l a i d  t h e i r  H a n d s  o n  
him, Keys, p. 37.

13.  But  i f  the  Chur ch  want  
a Presbytery, for want of Elders  
they want a war rant  to  Repai r  
t o  t h e  P r e s b y t e r y  o f  a n o t h e r  
Chur ch  t o  Impose  hands  upon  
their Elect Elders, Way, p. 50.

A n s w e r :  I n  t h a t  p l a c e  o f  t h e  K e y s ,  
I  o n l y  A s s e r t  a n d  P r o v e ,  T h a t  a  m a n  
o f  S u f f i c i e n t  G i f t s  c h o s e n  b y  t h e  P e o - 
p l e  o f  t h e  C h u r c h ,  a n d  O r d a i n e d  b y  
t h e  P r e s b y t e r y  o f  h i s  o w n  C h u r c h ,  
w a n t e t h  n o t h i n g  t o  t h e  c o m p l e t e  I n t e - 
g r i t y  o f  h i s  c a l l i n g .  T h e  R i g h t  h a n d  o f  
F e l l o w s h i p  g i v e n  b y  t h e  E l d e r s  o f  o t h e r  
C h u r c h e s  e x p r e s s e t h  t h e i r  A p p r o b a t - 
ion  o f  h i s  c a l l i ng ,  bu t  adde th  no th ing  to  
t h e  e s s e n c e ,  o r  I n t e g r i t y  o f  h i s  c a l - 
ling.

B u t  w h e n  I  s a y  t h a t  i n  w a n t  o f  a  
P r e s b y t e r y  o f  t h e i r  o w n ,  t h e y  w a n t  
a  w a r r a n t  t o  R e p a i r  t o  t h e  P r e s b y t e - 
r y  o f  a n o t h e r  C h u r c h  f o r  h i s  O r d i n a - 
t i o n ,  I  n o w h e r e  s a y ,  T h a t  t h e  O f f i c e r 
		  Elected, 
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E l e c t e d ,  w a n t e t h  t h e  c o m p l e t e  I n t e - 
g r i t y  o f  h i s  c a l l i ng ,  f o r  wan t  o f  t he  Im- 
p o s i t i o n  o f  h a n d ,  o f  t h e  P r e s b y t e r y  o f  
a no t h e r  Chu r ch .  And  y e t  t h a t  h a d  b e en  
r e q u i s i t e  t o  m a k e  u p  a  p r e t e n c e  o f  a  
C o n t r a d i c t i o n .  T h e  R e p l i e r  k n o w e t h  
t h a t  a  C h u r c h  w a n t i n g  a  P r e s b y t e r y  o f  
t h e i r  o w n  t o  l a y  h a n d s  u p o n  a n  E l e c t  
O f f i c e r  i n  o u r  J u d g e m e n t ,  t h e y  m a y  
a p p o i n t  s o m e  o f  t h e  E l d e r s  a n d  g r a v e r  
M e m b e r s  o f  t h e i r  o w n  B o d y ,  t o  s u p - 
p l y  t h e  D e f e c t  o f  t h e i r  o w n  P r e s b y - 
t e r y ;  w h i c h  w e  a c c o u n t  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  
t h e  c o m p l e t i n g  o f  h i s  c a l l i n g  i n  s u c h  a  
case.

B u t  w h e n  I  s a i d  ( i n  t h e  W a y )  T h a t  
t h e  C h u r c h  w a n t i n g  a  P r e s b y t e r y ,  t h e y  
wan ted  a  wa r r an t  to  Repa i r  t o  the  P re s - 
b y t e r y  o f  a n o t h e r  C h u r c h  t o  I m p o s e  
h a n d s  u p o n  t h e i r  E l e c t  E l d e r s ,  I  m e a n t  
i n  way  o f  S ubo r d i n a t i on  t o  t h e  Ex t r i n - 
s i c a l  P o w e r .  F o r  i t  i s  a g a i n s t  t h a t  
w h i c h  b o t h  R e a s o n s  P l e a d ,  w h i c h  I  
t h e r e  A l l e g e d  f o r  t h a t  P u r p o s e .  B u t  
I  nowhe r e  d i s l i k e ,  Th a t  a  Chu r ch  wan - 
t i n g  a  P r e s b y t e r y  o f  t h e i r  o w n  m a y 
		  send 
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s e n d  f o r  E l d e r s  o f  o t h e r  C h u r c h e s ,  t o  
A s s i s t  t h e m ,  a n d  t o  J o i n  w i t h  t h e m  
i n  t h e  O r d i n a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  E l e c t  O f f i - 
cers.

CHAP. 7.

Touching the 14th Contradiction  
with 15 and 16.

T h e  1 4 t h  C o n t r a d i c t i o n  i s  t h i s  l a i e d  
out.

1 4 .  P a u l  a n d  
B a r n a b a s  w e r e  
O r d a i n e d  t o  t h a t  
O f f i c e  ( o f  A p o - 
stleship) by the Im- 
p o s i t i o n  o f  h and s  
o f  s ome o f f i c e r s  o r  
M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  
Chu r c h ,  Way ,  p .  
45.

14. In Acts 13:2,3  
The re  i s  no  Ord i - 
nation to Office at all:  
for the Apostles had  
their office before Mr  
Hooker, Surv. Part 2,  
p. 83. This was not  
to put a new office up- 
on them, but to con- 
firm their sending to  
the Gentiles, ibid. p 60.

1 4 .  T h i s  w a s  
d o n e  i n  a  P a r - 
t i c u l a r  C h u r c h  
K e y s ,  p .  2 9 .  
T h e  o f f i c e r s  o f  
o n e  C h u r c h  d i d  
w h a t  w a s  d o n e  
i n  a n  o r d i n a r y  
W a y ,  S u r v .  
P a r t  2 ,  p .  8 3 .  
T h e n  i s  f o l l o w -

e t h  ( b y  M r  C . )  h i s  D o c t r i n e  t h a t  t h e  A p o s t l e s  w h o  w e r e  
o f f i c e r s  i n  a l l  Chu r c h e s  w e r e  o r d a i n e d  i n  a  Pa r t i c u l a r  Chu r c h :  
o r  t h a t  o f f i c e r s  o f  a  C h u r c h  m a y  b e  o r d a i n e d  i n  a n o t h e r  
Church: which he said was unwarrantable.

A n s w e r  1 .  W h e n  I  s a y  ( i n  t h e  W a y )  
T h a t  P a u l  a n d  B a r n a b a s ,  w e r e  o r d a i n e d 
		  to 
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t o  t h e  A p o s t o l i c  o f f i c e  b y  I m p o s i t i o n  
o f  h and s  o f  s ome  o f f i c e r s  o f  t he  Church  
a t  A n t i o c h  ( A c t s  1 3 : 1 , 2 , 3 )  I t  i s  n o t  
D i s p r o v e d  ( b y  M r  H o o k e r )  s a y i n g  t h a t  
t h e y  h a d  h a d  t h e i r  o f f i c e  b e f o r e .  F o r  
I  n o w h e r e  s a y ,  T h a t  o r d i n a t i o n  G i v e t h  
t h e  o f f i c e ,  b u t  o n l y  A p p r o v e t h  i t  a n d  
S o l e m n l y  ( a s  i t  w e r e ) ,  I n s t a l l e t h  t h e  
e l e c t  o f f i c e r  i n t o  i t ,  a n d  s e n d e t h  h i m  
f o r t h  w i t h  a  B l e s s i n g  i n t o  t h e  A d m i n i - 
s t r a t i o n  o f  i t .  N e i t h e r  w h e n  h e  s a i t h ,  
T h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o  O r d i n a t i o n  u n t o  
o f f i c e  a t  a l l ,  d o t h  h e  c o n t r a d i c t  w h a t  I  
a f f i r m ,  F o r  h i s  m e a n i n g  i s ,  t o  D e n y  i t  
i n  M r  R u t h e r f o r d ’ s  s e n s e ,  w h o  s p e a k e t h  
t h e r e  o f  O r d i n a t i o n ,  a s  G i v i n g  t h e  c a l - 
l i n g  u n t o  t h e  o f f i c e :  w h i c h  M r  H o o k e r  
D i s p r o v e t h ,  a n d  t h e r e i n  I  c o n c u r  w i t h  
h i m .  F o r  i t  p u t s  n o  N e w  o f f i c e  u p o n  
t h e m ,  b u t  B a r e  w i t n e s s  t o  t h a t  c a l l i n g ,  
which the Holy Ghost has given them.

W h e n  M r  H o o k e r  s a i t h ,  T h e  O f f i c e r s  
o f  one  Church  d id  wha t  wa s  done  i n  an  
o r d i n a r y  w a y ,  H e  h i m s e l f  i n f e r r e t h  t h e  
c o n s e q u e n c e ,  T h e r e f o r e  i t  i s  n o  P r e c e - 
d e n t  f o r  t h e  P a s t o r s  o f  m a n y  C h u r c h e s , 
		  what
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what either they may or should do.
B u t  t h e  I n f e r e n c e s  w h i c h  M r  C a w d r e y  

g a t h e r e t h ,  a s  f r o m  m y  D o c t r i n e  o u t  o f  
t h a t  T e x t ,  e i t h e r  w i l l  n o t  h o l d ,  o r  n o t  
h u r t  o u r  c a u s e .  F o r  t h i s  I n f e r e n c e  w i l l  
n o t  h o l d ,  T h a t  t h e n  t h e  O f f i c e r s  o f  o n e  
Church may be ordained in another.

F o r  t h e y  w e r e  a s  m u c h  O f f i c e r s  o f  
t h e  C h u r c h  o f  A n t i o c h ,  a s  o f  a n y  o t h e r  
C h u r c h e s ,  I t  w i l l  o n l y  i n f e r ,  T h a t  
they  who a re  o f f i ce r s  in  many  Churche s ,  
may be Ordained in any one of them.

The  o the r  i n f e r ence  w i l l  i n  p a r t  f o l l ow  
T h a t  s o m e  o f  t h e  A p o s t l e s  ( w h o  w e r e  
O f f i c e r s  i n  a l l  C h u r c h e s )  m a y  b e  O r - 
d a i n e d  i n  a  P a r t i c u l a r  C h u r c h ,  w h e n  
t h e  H o l y  G h o s t  c a l l e t h  f o r  i t .  F o r  
t h e y  A c t  n o w  n o t  i n  t h e i r  o w n  N a m e ,  
o r  P o w e r ,  b u t  i n  t h e  g r e a t  N a m e ,  a n d  
S o v e r e i g n  P o w e r  o f  t h e  L o r d  J e s u s ,  
who is Head of all Churches.

B u t  w h a t  P r e j u d i c e  i s  t h a t  t o  o u r  
c a u s e ?  o r  whe r e i n  do t h  i t  c on t r a d i c t  a - 
ny of our Tenents?
		  The 
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T h e  1 5 t h  C o n t r a d i c t i o n  i s  t h u s  
Declared.

1 5 .  W h a t  i f  
t h e  who l e  P r e s - 
b y t e r y  o f f e n d ?  
T h e  r e a d i e s t  
course is to bring  
t h e  ma t t e r  t o  a  
Synod, the Keys,  
page 43.

1 5 .  T h e r e  i s  a  r e a d i e r  a n d  n e a r e r  
way ,  Th e  B r e t h r e n  may  c e n s u r e  t h em  a l l ,  
W a y  p a g e  4 5 .  I f  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n  b e  
f o u n d  f a i t h f u l  a n d  w i l l i n g  t o  R emo v e  a n  
o f f en c e  by  due  c en su r e ,  why  shou ld  th e  o f - 
f e n c e  b e  c a l l e d  u p  t o  a  m o r e  p u b l i c  J u - 
dicature. Keys page 42.

Answe r .  Thi s  cont rad ic t ion i s  made par t- 
l y  ou t  o f  t he  conce a lmen t  o f  P a r t  o f  my  
w o r d s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  C o l u m n ,  a n d  P a r t l y  
ou t  o f  the  Add i t i on  o f  some word s  o f  h i s  
o w n  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  C o l u m n .  I n  t h e  
f o rme r  Co lumn  I  s a y ,  I f  t h e  who l e  P r e s - 
b y t e r y  o f f e n d ,  o r  s u c h  a  P a r t  a s  w i l l  d r a w  
a  P a r t y ,  o r  F a c t i o n  i n  t h e  C h u r c h  w i t h  
t h em ,  t h e  r e a d i e s t  c o u r s e  t h e n  i s ,  t o  b r i ng  
t h e  m a t t e r  t o  a  S y n o d  w h e r e  t h o s e  
w o r d s ,  s u c h  a  P a r t  a s  w i l l  d r a w  a  P a r t y ,  
o r  F a c t i o n  i n  t h e  C h u r c h  w i t h  t h e m ,  a r e  
g iven  fo r  the  ju s t  Rea son ,  why in  such  a  
c a s e ,  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  o f f e n d i n g  P r e s b y - 
t e r y ,  o r  o t h e r  s u c h  L e a d i n g  m e m b e r s 
	 F	 in 
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in the Church should be brought  to  a  Sy- 
nod ,  be fore  i t  be  censured in  the  Church.  
B u t  i n  t h e  w o r d s  r e c i t e d  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  
C o l u m n ,  I  s p e a k  o f  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n  
a s  A g r e e i n g  t o g e t h e r ,  a n d  b o t h  f a i t h f u l  
a n d  w i l l i n g  t o  P r o c e e d  a g a i n s t  H e r e t i - 
c a l  D o c t r i n e  a n d  S c a n d a l o u s  c r i m e s  i n  
w h o m s o e v e r .  A n d  t h e n  t h e y  n e e d  n o t  
T r o u b l e  t h e  S y n o d  t o  c l e a r  t h e  c a s e ,  
w h i c h  i s  a l r e a d y  c l e a r  u n t o  t h e m s e l v e s ,  
s o  t h a t  t h i s  C o n t r a d i c t i o n  s p e a k e t h  n o t  
a d  I d e m .  T h e  o n e  C o l u m n  s p e a k e t h  
o f  a  C h u r c h ,  D i v i d e d  i n t o  p a r t s  a n d  
F a c t i o n s ,  a n d  t h e i r  r e a d i e s t  c o u r s e  i s  t o  
b r i n g  t h e  m a t t e r  t o  a  S y n o d .  T h e  s e - 
cond  Co lumn  s p e ake th  o f  a  Church  bo th  
f a i t h f u l  a n d  w i l l i n g  t o  P r o c e e d  a g a i n s t  
o f f e n c e s  w i t h  o n e  a c c o r d .  A n d  t h e n  
they  have  su f f i c i en t  Power  w i th in  them- 
s e l v e s ,  t o  j u d g e  t h a t  w h i c h  i s  r i g h t ,  
a n d  t o  e x e c u t e  t h e i r  J u d g e m e n t .  T h a t  
w h i c h  i s  A d d e d  o f  t h e  R e p l i e r ’ s  o w n  
w o r d s ,  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  C o l u m n ,  d o t h  h e l p  
n o t  a  l i t t l e  t o  m a k e  u p  a n  A p p e a r a n c e  
o f  t h e  Con t r a d i c t i on .  I n  t h e  Key s  I  h ad  
s a i d  ( I n  t h e  c a s e  a b o v e  m e n t i o n e d ) 
		  It 
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I t  i s  t h e  r e a d i e s t  c o u r s e  t o  b r i n g  t h e  
m a t t e r  t o  t h e  S y n o d .  I n  t h e  W a y  h e  
q u o t e t h  m y  w o r d s ,  a s  i f  I  h a d  s a i d ,  
T h e r e  i s  a  r e a d i e r  a n d  n e a r e r  w a y .  T h e  
B r e t h r e n  m a y  c e n s u r e  t h e m  a l l .  I f  
t h e s e  w o r d s  h a d  b e e n  m i n e ,  t h e r e  h a d  
been an Appearance of Contradiction.

T o  s a y  t h i s  i s  t h e  r e a d i e s t  c o u r s e ,  a n d  
y e t  t o  s a y ,  a  D i s c r ep an t  cou r s e  i s  a  r e a - 
d i e r  a n d  n e a r e r  w a y ,  i s  ( a t  l e a s t ,  v e r b o  
t e n u s )  a n  a p p a r e n t  C o n t r a d i c t i o n .  B u t  
t h e  T r u t h  i s ,  T h o s e  w o r d s  a r e  n o n e  o f  
m i n e ,  b u t  t h e  R e p l i e r ’ s  o w n .  A n d  s o  i t  
w i l l  b e  an  e a s y  ma t t e r  t o  make  up  Con- 
t r a d i c t i o n s  ( t o t  q u o t )  i f  w e  m a y  t a k e  
l e a v e ,  i n  o n e  s e n t e n c e  t o  c o n c e a l  P a r t  
o f  t h e  w o r d s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  m a k e  u p  t h e  
s e n s e ,  a n d  i n  a n o t h e r  s e n t e n c e  t o  A d d  
words of our own.
	 F 2	 The 
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The 16th Contradiction is delive- 
red thus.

16. It belongeth to  
the civil Magistrate,  
to establish pure Reli- 
g i on,  in  Doc t r ine ,  
worship and Govern- 
ment: partly by civil  
Punishment upon the  
wilful oppressors, and  
D i s t u r b e r s  o f  t h e  
same, Keys, page 50.

16. Yet the Bre- 
thren here call for, or  
Tolerate Toleration of  
all Opinions and Deny  
the magistrate Power  
to Punish any Preten- 
ding conscience Bart- 
let’s Model, page  
128.

1 6 .  S e e  M r  
B a r t l e t ’ s  
M o d e l ,  p .  
25. Contra.

A n s w e r  1 .  T h i s  C o n t r a d i c t i o n  l a b o u r e t h  
o f  t h e  s a m e  D i s e a s e  ( a s  t h e  r e s t  g e n e - 
r a l l y  D o ) .  I t  s p e a k e t h  n o t  a d  I d e m .  
S u c h  a s  r e q u i r e  t h e  M a g i s t r a t e  t o  e s t a - 
b l i s h  P u r e  R e l i g i o n ,  i n  D o c t r i n e ,  w o r - 
s h i p  a n d  G o v e r n m e n t ,  a n d  t o  R e s t r a i n  
t h e  w i l f u l  o p p o s e r s  a n d  D i s t u r b e r s  
t h e r e o f  b y  c i v i l  P u n i s h m e n t s ,  T h e y  
s p e a k  o f  F u n d a m e n t a l s  i n  R e l i g i o n ,  a n d  
s u c h  o p i n i o n s  a s  a p p a r e n t l y  t e n d  t o  l i - 
b e r t i n i s m ,  a n d  l i c e n t i o u s  u n g o d l i n e s s ,  
a s  M r  B a r t l e t  e x p r e s s e t h  i t ,  M o d e l  p a g e  
126.

B u t  t h e  T o l e r a t i o n  w h i c h  t h e y  A l l o w 
		  and 
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and cal l  for,  i s  of  such opinions,  as  neither  
s ubv e r t  t h e  Found a t i o n  o f  Re l i g i on ,  no r  
P r a c t i c e  o f  P i e t y .  B o t h  t h e s e  m a y  b e  
ma in t a ined  wi thout  the  l e a s t  show o f  the  
f a c e  o f  C o n t r a d i c t i o n .  F u r t h e r  I  f i n d  
t h i s  i n  M r  B a r t l e t ,  T h a t  h i m s e l f  a n d  
s ome  o th e r s  a r e  no t  f r e e ,  Tha t  He r e t i c s  
should be put  to Death,  in  case  they keep  
t h e i r  e r r o r s  t o  t h e m s e l v e s ,  a n d  d o  n o t  
s e ek  t o  s educe ,  and  co r rup t  o the r s .  And  
t h o u g h  I  g r a n t ,  t h a t  s u c h  a n  H e r e t i c  
a f t e r  onc e  o r  tw i c e  Admon i t i on  may  b e  
R e j e c t e d  o u t  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  ( a c c o r d i n g  
t o  T i t u s  3 : 1 0 , 1 1 )  y e t  I  d o  n o t  f i n d ,  
t h a t  Mos e s  condemned  them un to  Dea t h ,  
u n l e s s  t h e y  b e c a m e  b l a s p h e m e r s ,  o r  I d o - 
l a t e r s ,  o r  S e d u c e r s  t o  I d o l a t r y .  W h a t  
Ch r i s t ,  a nd  Mos e s  d o  bo t h  o f  t h em  To- 
l e r a t e ,  t h e  S e r v a n t s  o f  C h r i s t  n e e d  n o t  
to be ashamed of such Toleration.

A n s w e r  2 .  T h i s  C o n t r a d i c t i o n  ( f o r  
o u g h t  I  c a n  D i s c e r n )  l a b o u r e t h  a l s o  
C r i m i n e  f a l s i .  F o r  i t  s e e m e t h  a  m a n i f e s t  
u n t r u t h ,  w h a t  h e  s p e a k e t h  i n  C o l u m n  
2 .  T h a t  t h e  B r e t h r e n  c a l l  f o r ,  o r  T o - 
l e r a t e  T o l e r a t i o n  o f  a l l  o p i n i o n s ,  a n d 
	 F 3	 Deny 
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D e n y  t h e  m a g i s t r a t e  P o w e r  t o  p u n i s h  
a n y  P r e t e n d i n g  c o n s c i e n c e ,  M r  B a r t l e t t  
A l l e g e d  f o r  t h e  p r o o f  h e r e o f ,  p .  1 2 8  
s a i th  no  such  th ing ,  And the  cont r a ry  he  
p r o v e t h ,  f r o m  t h e  e x p r e s s  T e s t i m o n y  
o f  Mr  Bu r r o u gh s ,  Mr  Thoma s  Goodw i n ,  &  
others of that way.

The 8th Chapter. Touching the 17th  
Contradiction with 18, 19.

1 7 t h  C o n t r a d i c t i o n  i s  t h u s  s e t  
forth.

1 7 .  V i s i - 
b l e  S a i n t s  
t h o u g h  t h e y  
b e  H y p o - 
c r i t e s  i n - 
w a r d l y ,  a r e  
t h e  m a t t e r  
o f  a  v i s i b l e  
c h u r c h .  M r  
H o o k e r ,  
p a r t  1 ,  
p 14,15.

17. You say Saints in  
outward Profession are  
the  mat t e r  o f  a  Con- 
g r e g a t i o n a l  Chu r c h :  
we  j udge  th a t  r e a l  
S a i n t s  u t t e r i n g  i n  
Discourse the Brea- 
t h ing s  o f  t h e  Ho l y  
S p i r i t ,  a n d  e x p e r i - 
ences  of  convers ion, 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a  
stricter conversation  
to be the matter. Dr  
H o l m e s  E p i s t l e  t o  
Way cleared, page 4.

Mr Bartlet speaketh  
something (this lan- 
guage)  Can the i r  b e  
Ab i l i t y  f o r  s p i r i t u a l  
& holy services, where  
t h e  sp i r i t  i s  not  ye t  
g iven?  Can the r e  b e  
c o m m u n i o n  b e t w e e n  
l i g h t  a nd  Da rkn e s s ?  
Can  they  ed i fy  one  
another  in the Faith,  
that have not the work  
o f  F a i t h  w r o u g h t  i n  
them?  Model. p. 57.  
See more page 103.

A n s w e r .  W h a t  M r  H o o k e r ’ s  J u d g e m e n t 
		  was, 
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w a s ,  i s  e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h a t  f i r s t  C o l u m n :  
wha t  mine  own,  i s  dec l a r ed ,  and  I  hope ,  
c l e a r e d  i n  t h e  H o l i n e s s  o f  C h u r c h - m e m - 
b e r s .  W h a t  D r  H o l m e s  a n d  M r  B a r t l e t t  
d o  f u r t h e r  r e q u i r e  i n  i t ,  t h e y  D e c l a r e  
wha t  Chu r c h -m emb e r s  ough t  t o  b e  d e  j u - 
r e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e i r  f i r s t  c on s t i t u t i on ,  
r a t h e r  t h a n  w h a t  t h e y  a r e ,  o r  a r e  w o n t  
to  be  de  f a c t o ,  e spec i a l l y  in  the i r  Dec len- 
s i o n .  A g a i n  I  s e e  M r  B a r t l e t t  s p e a k e t h  
i n  oppo s i t i on  to  the  member s  o f  the  Pa- 
r i s h  Chur ch e s ,  who a re  in  many p l ace s  Ig- 
nor an t ,  l oo se ,  p ro f ane  and  s c anda lou s  l i - 
v e r s ,  w h o  a r e  n o t  i n d e e d  v i s i b l e  S a i n t s ,  
page 56.

I t  i s  t r u e  t h e r e  i s  s o m e  w o r k  o f  t h e  
Sp i r i t ,  whe r eve r  t he r e  i s  a  v i s i b l e  S a in t .  
Bu t  t h e  Sp i r i t  g i v e t h  many  G i f t s  t o  t h e  
ed i f i c a t ion  o f  o the r s  ( a s  to  J uda s  and  De- 
m a s )  w h i c h  o f t e n  d o  n o t  r e a c h  t o  t h e  
R e g e n e r a t i o n  o f  h i m  t h a t  R e c e i v e t h  
them.
	 F 4	 The 
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The 18th Contradiction is thus sta- 
ted.

18. The form  
of the vis ible  
Church is the  
Covenant, ei- 
ther expl i c i t ,  
o r  i m p l i c i t :  
and the latter  
i s  s ome t imes  
fully sufficient.  
Mr H. Surv.  
part 1, pages  
47,48 and o- 
thers.

18. You say an implicit  
unit ing, viz. A walk- 
ing and communicating  
with you is a sufficient  
e v i d e n c i n g  o f  t h e  
Fo rm:  we  say ,  The i r  
s o l emn  c on f e s s i o n  o f  
the i r  f a i th  & exp r e s s  
open covenanting with  
the Lord to walk with  
such a body of Saints,  
i n  a l l  w a y s  o f  
C h r i s t  t o  b e  m a n i - 
fest Form, D Holmes,  
ibid.

1 8 .  I t  i s  n o t  
g e n e r a l  P r o f e s - 
s i o n  w i l l  s e r v e  t h e  
t u r n ,  b u t  t h e r e  
m u s t  b e  a  p e c u l i a r  
e n g a g e m e n t  a n d  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n  t o  
t h i s  o r  t h a t  p a r t i - 
c u l a r  b o d y ,  M r  
H .  S u r v .  p a g e  6 3 .  
Y e t  h e  s a i d  A n  
I m p l i c i t  C o v e - 
n a n t  w a s  s u f f i c i - 
ent.

Answe r .  The  exp re s s ion s  o f  Mr  H.  quo- 
t e d  i n  C o l u m n  1 :  a n d  C o l u m n  3 :  w i l l  
n o t  a m o u n t  t o  a n  o p p o s i t i o n  o f  h i m s e l f ,  
m u c h  l e s s  t o  a  C o n t r a d i c t i o n .  F o r  
t h o u g h  h e  m a k e  a n  I m p l i c i t  C o v e n a n t  
s u f f i c i e n t ,  y e t  a  g e n e r a l  P r o f e s s i o n  w i l l  
no t  s e r v e  t h e  t u rn ;  t o  make  an  Imp l i c i t  
C o v e n a n t .  F o r  a n  I m p l i c i t  C o v e n a n t  
m u s t  b e  w i t h  R e f e r e n c e  t o  t h i s  o r  t h a t  
p a r t i cu l a r  Body ;  o r  e l s e  i t  i s  ne i the r  Co- 
v e n a n t  a t  a l l ,  n o r  I m p l i c i t .  A  G e n e r a l 
		  Profession
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Profes s ion enetereth not  any man into any  
R e l a t i o n  w i t h  a n y  C h u r c h ,  u n l e s s  h e  
o f f e r  h i m s e l f  t o  J o i n  w i t h  t h e m  a s  M r  
Hooke r  in  tha t  P l ace  more  l a rge ly ,  & t ru- 
l y  o p e n e t h  h i m s e l f .  N e i t h e r  d o t h  D r  
Holmes  h i s  expre s s ion cont rad ic t  h im.  For  
h e  t h a t  m a k e t h  t h e  e x p l i c i t  C o v e n a n t  
t h e  m a n i f e s t  f o r m  o f  t h e  C h u r c h ,  H e  
d o t h  n o t  g a i n s a y  t h e  i m p l i c i t  c o v e n a n t  
to  be  a  r e a l  Form o f  the  Church ,  though  
not so manifest but more obscure.

The 19th contradiction is thus de- 
lineated.

19.  We c rave  l eave  
o f  t h e  Au tho r  o f  t h e  
Keys, To Declare that  
we Assent not to all ex- 
p r e s s i on s ,  o r  a l l  and  
eve ry  Asse r t i on in  i t :  
A s  i n  t h e s e  Pa r t i c u - 
l a r s .  Abou t  t h e  P r o - 
p h e s y i n g  o f  P r i v a t e  
Brethren.

2. That the Assem- 
b l y  ( A c t s  1 5 . )  w a s  
a Formal Synod.

3. That the Apostles  
Ac t ed  in  i t ,  a s  Ord i - 
na ry  E lde r s ,  Pre face  
to Keys, page 6.

19 .  We do  i n  t h i s  
E p i s t l e  c e r t i f y  o u r  
As s en t  t o  th e  way  o f  
th e  Chur che s  o f  New  
En g l a n d  s a v i n g  t h a t  
we  do  no t  f u l l y  c l o s e  
wi th some express ions  
passim in the Book: be- 
fore some of which (10  
a t  l e a s t ,  b e l i k e  t h e r e  
a r e  mo r e )  we  m inded  
t o  Note  a  s t a r  in  the  
Margin. This we could  
n o t  b u t  s a y  a n d  d o  
( p a c e  A u t h o t i s )  o r  
we  c ou ld  no t  As s en t ,  
Epi s t le  to the Way,  
page 2.

1 9 .  Y e t  
they are an- 
g r y  t ha t  we  
c a l l  f o r  a  
fuller Decla- 
r a t i o n  o f  
t h em s e l v e s ,  
E p i s t l e  t o  
the Way, p.  
1.  and Epi- 
s t l e  t o  t h e  
Way cleared,  
page 2.

		  Ans. 1.
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A n s w e r  1 .  T h o u g h  m y  r e v e r e n d  
B r e t h r e n  c r a v e  l e a v e  t o  d i s s e n t  f r om  me  
i n  s o m e  e x p r e s s i o n s  ( w h i c h  t h e y  m a y  
s a f e l y  a n d  f r e e l y  d o  w i t h o u t  m y  l e a v e ,  
f o r  I  p r o f e s s  m y  s p i r i t  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  
P r o p h e t s : )  y e t  a b o u t  t h e  P r o p h e c y i n g  
o f  p r i v a t e  B r e t h r e n ,  I  m u s t  a g a i n  P r o - 
f e s s  a s  I  d id  be fo re ,  Tha t  I  do  no t  know ,  
w h e r e i n  I  D i s s e n t  f r o m  t h e m :  u n l e s s  
i t  b e  t h a t  I  A l l o w  s o m e w h a t  m o r e  l i - 
b e r t y  t o  t h e  P r o p h e c y i n g  o f  p r i v a t e  B r e - 
t h r e n ,  t h a n  t h e y  d o .  T h e  A l l o w a n c e ,  
w h i c h  t h e y  g i v e  i s  w i t h  f o u r  l i m i t a t i - 
ons.

1 .  T h a t  i t  b e  d o n e  o c c a s i o n a l l y ,  a n d  
not in ordinary course.

2 .  B y  m e n  o f  s u c h  A b i l i t i e s ,  a s  
are fit for office.

3 .  N o t  a s s u m i n g  t h i s  t o  t h e m s e l v e s ,  
b u t  a s  t h e y  a r e  a l l o w e d ,  a n d  d e s i g n e d  
to it by such, as have Power.

4 .  T h a t  t h e i r  D o c t r i n e  b e  s u b j e c t e d  
t o  t h e  T e a c h i n g  E l d e r s  o f  t h e  C h u r c h .  
G r a n t  t h e s e  l i m i t a t i o n s ,  a n d  I  n e v e r  
s c r u p l e d  ( t o  m y  r e m e m b r a n c e )  t h e  
l i b e r t y  o f  P r o p h e c y i n g  b y  p r i v a t e  B r e -
		  thren, 
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t h r e n ,  y e a  t h i s  l i b e r t y  I  s h o u l d  f u r t h e r  
g r a n t ,  t h a t  t h o u g h  t h e  p r i v a t e  B r e - 
th r en  be  no t  f u rn i shed ,  w i th  ab i l i t i e s  f i t  
f o r  p u b l i c  o f f i c e ,  y e t  t h e r e  b e  o c - 
c a s i o n ,  t o  c a l l  t h e m  f o r t h  t o  e x e r c i s e  
t h e i r  g i f t s ;  a s  i n  t h e  s u d d e n  s i c k n e s s  
o r  a b s e n c e  o f  t h e  M i n i s t e r ,  a n d  o t h e r  
o f f i c e r s ,  why  may  no t  a  p r i v a t e  b ro t h e r  
b e  c a l l e d  f o r t h  b y  t h e  C h u r c h ,  o r  s t i r - 
r e d  u p  b y  t h e  S p i r i t  o f  G o d  i n  h i m s e l f  
to  s t and  up ,  and  wi th  l e ave ,  in s t ruc t  and  
e x h o r t  t h e  C h u r c h ,  t o  m a k e  a  S a n c t i - 
f i e d  u s e  o f  s u c h  a  s u d d e n  s t r o k e  o f  
P r o v i d e n c e ?  O r  w h a t  i f  a  p r i v a t e  B r o - 
t h e r  o f  g o o d  c r e d i t  i n  t h e  c h u r c h  s h a l l  
o b s e r v e  t h e  D o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  M i n i s t e r s  
n o t  s o  m u c h  v a l u e d  a s  w e  m e e t ?  w h y  
may  he  no t  t ake  occa s ion ,  to  speak  some  
wo rd s  o f  en cou r a g emen t ,  a nd  con f i rma - 
t i o n ,  b o t h  t o  t h e  M i n i s t e r  a n d  t o  t h e  
C o n g r e g a t i o n ?  J e h o s h a p h a t ’ s  N o b l e s ,  
t h o u g h  P r i n c e s ,  y e t  w e r e  b u t  a s  P r i v a t e  
B r e t h r e n  i n  t h e  C h u r c h ,  a s  b e a r i n g  n o  
P u b l i c  C h u r c h  o f f i c e :  y e t  t h e y  t a u g h t  
in  the  Ci t i e s  o f  J udah ,  wha t  Respec t  wa s  
d u e  t o  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  t h e  L e v i t e s , 
		  whom 
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w h o m  t h e y  b r o u g h t  w i t h  t h e m ,  w h e n  
m y  b e l o v e d  B r e t h r e n  d o  n o t  a c k n o w - 
l e d g e  t h e  A s s e m b l y  o f  A p o s t l e s ,  E l - 
d e r s  a n d  B r e t h r e n ,  A c t s  1 5 .  T o  h a v e  
b e e n  a  f o r m a l  S y n o d  o f  M e s s e n g e r s  
s en t  ou t  o f  a  s e t  and  comb ined  A s soc i a - 
t i o n  f r o m  n e i g h b o u r  c h u r c h e s ,  T h e y  
d o  n o t  h e r e i n  D i s s e n t  f r o m  m e .  F o r  
t h e  t w o  C h u r c h e s  o f  A n t i o c h  a n d  J e - 
r u s a l e m  w e r e  t o o  f a r  r e m o t e  t o  s t a n d  
i n  a  s e t ,  o r  c o m b i n e d  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a n d  
t h e r e f o r e  t h ey  may  we l l  d eny  i t  t o  b e  a  
F o r m a l  S y n o d ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  F o r m  
o f  S y n o d s  n o w  i n  u s e  i n  P r e s b y t e r i a l  
Churche s .  But  tha t  tha t  a s s embly  had  the  
t r u e  m a t t e r  a n d  f o r m  o f  a  j u s t  S y n o d ,  
A s  I  do  b e l i e v e  i t ,  s o  I  do  no t  s e e  t h a t  
m y  B r e t h r e n  d e n y  i t .  F o r  t h e  e f f i c i e n t  
c a u s e  o f  t h e  S y n o d ,  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  A n - 
t i o c h  s e n t  m e s s e n g e r s :  a n d  t h e  C h u r c h  
o f  J e r u s a l e m  ( w h o s e  o f f i c e r s  w e r e  s e n t  
un t o )  t h e y  f r e e l y  g a v e  t h em  a  mee t i n g ,  
a n d  t h e  C h u r c h  w i t h  t h e m .  F o r  t h e  
m a t t e r  o f  t h e  S y n o d ,  t h e y  h a d  t h e  M e s - 
s e n g e r s ,  o f f i c e r s ,  a n d  B r e t h r e n  o f  b o t h  
C h u r c h e s  m e t  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  N a m e  o f 
		  Christ.
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Ch r i s t .  I t  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t h e  b e i n g  
o f  a  S y n o d  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  M e s - 
s enge r s  and  membe r s  o f  many  Churche s ,  
T h e  c o n v e n t i o n  o f  t w o  C h u r c h e s  ( b y  
t h e m s e l v e s  o r  M e s s e n g e r s )  m a y  m a k e  
a  S y n o d .  I f  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  o f  o n e  
C h u r c h  m a y  m a k e  a  S y n a g o g u e ,  w h y  
may  no t  the  conven t ion  o f  two  churche s  
m a k e  a  S y n o d ?  T h e  f o r m  o f  a  S y n o d  
t h ey  h ad ,  i n  A rgu ing ,  and  d i s pu t i ng  t h e  
c a s e  i n  h and ,  a nd  f r e e l y  g i v i n g  i n  t h e i r  
J u d g e m e n t s  f r o m  s c r i p t u r e  g r o u n d s ,  a n d  
a t  l e n g t h  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  w h o l e  c a u s e  
w i t h  t h e  J o i n t  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  A p o s t l e s ,  
E l d e r s ,  a n d  B r e t h r e n ,  a n d  P u b l i s h i n g  
t h e  s a m e  b y  l e t t e r s ,  a n d  m e s s e n g e r s  t o  
a l l  t h e  c h u r c h e s  w h o m  i t  c o n c e r n e d .  
T h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  P e a c e  a n d  T r u t h  
i n  t h e  chu r che s ,  wa s  t h e  e n d  o f  t h i s  Sy - 
n o d ,  a s  i t  ough t  t o  b e  t h e  end  o f  a l l .  I t  
i s  t r u e ,  h e r e  wa s  a  con su l t a t i on ,  i n  t h a t  
t h e  c h u r c h  o f  A n t i o c h  s e n t  f o r  c o u n - 
s e l :  a nd  t h e  Apo s t l e s  a nd  E l d e r s  me t  t o  
c o n s u l t ,  a n d  c o n s i d e r  t h e  m a t t e r .  B u t  
con su l t a t i on  wa s  bu t  one  Ac t  o f  t he  A s - 
s e m b l y ,  m a n y  o t h e r  F o r m a l  A c t s  o f  a 
		  Synod 
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Synod  t hey  pu t  f o r th  be s i de s  wh i ch  have  
b e e n  s p e c i f i e d .  T h e  A p o s t l e s  t h o u g h  
t h e y  d i d  p u t  f o r t h  s o m e  A c t s  o f  t h e i r  
A p o s t o l i c a l  P o w e r ,  i n  h e l p i n g  t o  c l e a r  
t h e  T r u t h  b y  e x p l a i n i n g  o b s c u r e  S c r i p - 
t u r e s ,  a n d  i n  R a t i f y i n g  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  
wi th  some g rea te r  Pl e r opho r y  o f  the  mind  
o f  t h e  Ho l y  Gho s t :  y e t  i n  Pu t t i n g  s u ch  
t h i n g s  t o  A u g m e n t a t i o n ,  a n d  D i s p u - 
t a t ion ,  and  a l l owing  E lde r s  and  Bre th ren  
l i b e r t y  o f  P u t t i n g  i n  t h e i r  v o t e s ,  a n d  
d e t e r m i n i n g ,  a n d  p u b l i s h i n g  t h e  s e n - 
t e n c e ,  i n  t h e  N a m e  a n d  w i t h  t h e  c o m - 
m o n  c o n s e n t  o f  a l l ,  h e r e i n  t h e y  A c t e d  
a s  O r d i n a r y  E l d e r s  a n d  m e s s e n g e r s  o f  
churches, might and ought to do.

T h e  N o t e s  o f  a b o u t  T e n  P a s s a g e s  i n  
the  Way ,  where in  out  Reverend Bre thren  
i n  E n g l a n d  ( o r  s o m e  o f  t h e m )  s a y  t h e y  
c o u l d  n o t  f u l l y  c l o s e  w i t h  t h e m ,  w i t h - 
o u t  A f f i x i n g  a n  A s t e r i s k  t o  t h e m ,  I f  I  
knew  whe r e  t h e  P i n ch  o f  t h e  D i f f i c u l t y  
l a y ,  I  w o u l d  A d d r e s s  m y s e l f ,  t o  g i v e  
t hem fu l l e r  s a t i s f a c t i on  e i t he r  by  conde- 
s c e n d i n g  t o  t h e m ,  o r  g i v i n g  t h e m  j u s t  
R e a s o n  w h y  I  c o u l d  n o t ,  M e a n w h i l e 
		  I 
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I  h a v e  l e a r n e d  ( t h r o u g h  G r a c e )  n o t  
t o  f a l l  o u t  w i t h  m y  B r e t h r e n ,  f o r  g r e a - 
t e r  d i f f e r ence s  i n  j udgemen t ,  t h en  tho s e  
be.

T h a t  w h i c h  i s  a d d e d  i n  t h e  t h i r d  C o - 
l u m n ,  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  o f f e n d e d  ( a n d ,  a s  
y o u  c a l l  i t ,  A n g r y  w i t h  y o u )  f o r  t h a t  
you ca l l  fo r  a  fu l l e r  Dec la ra t ion o f  them- 
s e l ve s ,  fo r  tha t ,  themse lve s  c an  be s t  g ive  
you an Account: for

1 .  I t  may  b e ,  t h ey  t h i nk  i t  n e ed l e s s  t o  
Pub l i sh  fur ther  dec l a ra t ions ,  because  over  
&  a bov e  t h e  f o rme r  De c l a r a t i on s ,  t h e r e  
h a v e  b e e n  p u b l i s h e d  t h r e e ,  o r  f o u r  
P i t hy  P r egnan t  Dec l a r a t i on s  o f  t h e  s ame  
Argumen t ;  a s  Mr  Hook e r ’ s  s u rv :  Mr  Nor - 
t o n ’ s  A n s w e r  t o  A p o l l o n i u s ,  t h e  S y n o d  
a t  C a m b r i d g e ,  t h e  D e f e n c e  o f  t h e  A n - 
swer to the nine Questions.

2 .  I t  m a y  b e  t h e y  f e a r ,  I f  t h e y  
s hou ld  pub l i s h  more  dec l a r a t i on s  i n  t h i s  
c a s e ,  I t  w o u l d  A d d  r a t h e r  m o r e  F u e l  
t o  c o n t e n t i o n ,  t h e n  P r e v a i l  w i t h  t h e  
Sp i r i t s  o f  men ,  con t r a r y  m inded  t o  Re- 
ceive satisfaction.
		  CHAP.
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CHAP. 9

Touching the 20th Contradiction  
and 21.

The 20th Contradiction is thus Ex- 
pressed.

20 .  I t  i s  g e n e - 
r a l l y  a s s e r t e d  b y  
t h e m ,  t h a t  o n e  
C h u r c h  h a t h  n o t  
Powe r  t o  Cen su r e  
another.

20. A Synod hath  
P o w e r  t o  D e t e r - 
mine,  to  wi thdraw  
Commun i o n  f r om  
them, if they cannot  
h e a l  t h em ,  Key s ,  
page 24.

20. The sentence  
of non-Communion  
d enoun c ed  a ga in s t  
whole Churches. A- 
p o l o g e t i c a l 
N a r r a t i o n  p .  
1 8 , 1 9 .  I f  a  S e n - 
t en ce  denounced i t  
is a Censure.

A n s w e r :  T o  w i t h d r a w  C o m m u n i o n  
f r o m  a  c h u r c h ,  i s  n o  m o r e  a n  A c t  o f  
P o w e r  o v e r  a  c h u r c h ,  t h a n  i t  w a s  t o  
J o i n  i n  C o m m u n i o n  w i t h  t h e m .  C o m - 
m u n i o n  a n d  n o n - C o m m u n i o n  a r e  A c t s  
o f  t h e  s a m e  p o w e r :  b o t h  o f  t h e m  A c t s  
o f  p r i v i l e g e  o r  l i b e r t y .  A n d  i f  w i t h - 
d r a w i n g  C o m m u n i o n  b e  n o t  a n  A c t  o f  
c e n s u r e ,  t h e n  t o  d e t e r m i n e  s o  t o  w i t h - 
draw, is no Act of an higher Nature.
		  Though 
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Though  a  Cen s u r e  i s  a  s e n t e n c e  d e n o u n - 
c e d ,  y e t  e v e r y  s e n t e n c e  d e n o u n c e d  i s  n o t  
a  C e n s u r e ,  u n l e s s  i t  b e  D e n o u n c e d  b y  
a n  h i g h e r  p o w e r ,  t h a n  t h a t  o f  e q u a l s .  
W h e n  t h e  T e n  T r i b e s  d e n o u n c e d  t h e i r  
R e j e c t i o n  o f  s e r v i c e  t o  D a v i d ’ s  H o u s e  
( 1   K i n g s  1 2 : 1 6 )  I t  w a s  n o t  a  c e n s u r e  
m o r e  t h a n  t h e i r s ,  w h o  s o l e m n l y  R e j e - 
c t e d  t h e  R u l e  o f  C h r i s t :  w e  w i l l  n o t  h a v e  
this man to Rule over us, Luke 19:14.

The last Contradiction is declared  
thus.

21. We Say Ins t i - 
tuted worship and Or- 
d inance s  do no t  f l ow  
immediately from spiri- 
tual union, and Rela- 
tion to Christ, and his  
members  &c .  Def.  of  
9. Pos. page 76.

H e  m u s t  c o m e  a t  
them in a right Order,  
to wit in Fellowship of  
t h e  C h u r c h  S u r v .  
page 2.

21. Then it follow- 
eth, that Hearing the  
word  Prea ched Sing- 
i n g  o f  P s a l m s  a n d  
Bap t i sm,  b e l ong  no t  
to any, but such as are  
members of a Particu- 
lar Congregation.

And yet they say Or- 
dinarily hearing is no  
sign of a Church mem- 
ber, Surv. part 1, page  
18.

21 .  A Pe r - 
s o n  h a t h  h i s  
f i r s t  R i g h t  
t o  t h e  Sa c r a - 
m e n t  ( a n d  
s o  t o  o t h e r  
O r d i n a n c e s ,  
b e c a u s e  H e  
h a t h  a n  I n - 
t e r e s t  i n  t h e  
C o v e n a n t  o f  
t h e  G o s p e l ,  
S u r v .  p a r t  
1, page 65.

	 G	 Ans.
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A n s w e r :  H e r e  i s  n o  s e m b l a n c e  o f  
Con t r a d i c t i on ,  Mr  Hook e r  S u r v .  s a i t h ,  a  
P e r s o n  h a t h  h i s  f i r s t  R i g h t  t o  a  S a c r a - 
men t ,  bec au se  he  ha th  an  in t e r e s t  i n  the  
c o v e n a n t  o f  t h e  G o s p e l .  T h e  d e f e n c e  
s a i t h  h e  h a t h  n o t  i m m e d i a t e  R i g h t  t i l l  
b e  a  m e m b e r  o f  a  P a r t i c u l a r  C o n g r e - 
g a t i o n .  A n d  s o  s a i t h  t h e  S u r v e y  t o o ,  i n  
t h e  P l a c e  A l l e g e d .  I f  I m m e d i a t e  R i g h t ,  
and  f i r s t  R igh t  we r e  a l l  one ,  t h e r e  we r e  
s o m e  c o l o u r  f o r  t h e  E x c e p t i o n :  b u t  i t  
i s  f a r  o t h e r w i s e ;  i n  h a v i n g  C h r i s t ,  w e  
h ave  a  f i r s t  R igh t  t o  a l l  t h i ng s ,  bu t  no t  
an Immediate Right but in God’s way.

B u t  n e i t h e r  h e n c e  w i l l  i t  f o l l o w ,  t h a t  
I n s t i t u t e d  O r d i n a n c e s ;  a s  h e a r i n g  t h e  
w o r d ,  s i n g i n g  o f  P s a l m s ,  b e l o n g  t o  
n o n e  b u t  t o  m e m b e r s  o f  a  P a r t i c u l a r  
C o n g r e g a t i o n .  F o r  t h o u g h  t h e y  b e  g i - 
v en  t o  s u ch  f i r s t l y ,  a nd  Immed i a t e l y :  y e t  
for  their  sakes  to a l l  that  come in amongst  
them.  The Chi ld ren ’ s  Tab le  and  the  Pro- 
v i s i o n s  t h e r e o f  i s  f i r s t  A l l o w e d  t o  t h e  
Ch i l d r en  o f  t h e  F am i l y ;  y e t  i n  a  Boun- 
t i f u l  H o u s e - k e e p e r ’ s  f a m i l y ,  s u c h  p a r t 
		  of 
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o f  t h e  P r o v i s i o n s  m a y  b e  A l l o w e d  t o  
s t r a n g e r s ,  a s  t h e y  m a y  b e  f i t  t o  p a r - 
take in.

FINIS


