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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

Veneration for  depar ted worth i s  a  sent iment  so  
natural and proper, that he who is incapable of feel- 
ing it, must be regarded as hopelessly ungenerous and  
ignoble. The remembrance of the just i s  a bless ing  
to them that  cher i sh i t .  Such memories  awaken a  
pure ambition; and lead to the virtuous resolve to em- 
ulate,  to equal ,  to exceed the patterns we admire.  
The contemplation of exemplary goodness gives life  
to magnanimous thoughts, and beneficent purposes.  
It is wise to multiply these lessons, and to surround  
ourselves with these incentives of  excel lence.  The  
Egyptian graced his  habitat ion with the embalmed  
persons of his ancestry, hoping that thus their merits  
might linger in the abode of their descendants. The  
Grecian multiplied the statues of those who had been  
distinguished for public or private virtues, believing  
that the mute eloquence of the sculptured stone would  
not plead in vain for that respect which ends in imita- 
t ion .  So too le t  u s  adorn our  dwel l ings  wi th  the  
memorials  of the great and good. Let them be em- 
balmed with the odorous spices of grateful remem- 
brance. Let the very walls of our houses, garnished  
with their Portraitures and the pictured story of their  
deeds ,  summon us  to  a  r ighteous  emula t ion.  The



iv	 the life of john cotton

trophies of Miltiades would not suffer Themistoelea to  
sleep.

As  for  us ,  whose  homes  a re  on the so i l  o f  New  
England, we need not go far from our birthplace, to  
find the most i l lustrious examples to be studied and  
copied.  Since the days  of  the apost les ,  there have  
been no worthier patterns of Christian character and  
primitive piety than the Puritans,  to whom we are  
indebted for all that gives our people any superiority  
in any respect over other nations of the earth. Not  
that we are to practice an indiscriminate and idolatrous  
veneration. “There are no errors which are so likely  
to be drawn into precedent, and therefore done which  
it is so necessary to expose, as the errors of persons  
who have a just title to the gratitude and admiration  
of posterity. In politics, as in religion, there are de- 
votees who show their reverence for a departed saint,  
by converting his tomb into a sanctuary for crime.”  
But though the Puritans had their faults and failings,  
what sort of moral appetite must that be which fastens  
upon and devours these unsavoury scraps, and neglects  
a l l  that  i s  pure and wholesome in their  character?  
If there be any sore spot in their example, these flesh- 
flies detect it with unerring instinct, and dart upon it  
with a  ravenous del ight .  He who ca l l  see nothing  
in the sun but its spots must be worse than blind; for  
while his eye gazes with morbid intensity on darkness,  
he has no vision for that which is bright and fair.

Luther has  sa id that  ‘evi l  comes of  good’ :  which  
remark accords with the Rabbinical proverb, ‘Vine- 
gar is the son of wine.’ And we find that even some 
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of the descendants of the Puritans have proved so de- 
generate as, with filial impiety, to blacken and revile  
the memory of their sires. Foul and unnatural deed!  
How doth it react to the degradation and infamy of  
i t s  ba s e  pe rpe t r a to r s !  ‘There  i s  no  read ie r  way , ’  
says  Ti l lot son,  ‘ for  a  man to br ing hi s  own worth  
into question, than by endeavouring to detract from the  
worth of other men.’ And this is especially the case  
when the slanderer is vilifying his own progenitors.  
What can be more odious than to see the child defa- 
cing and polluting the sepulchre of his fathers? The  
only disgrace he can fix upon them, is that of having  
generated a monster so contemptible as himself. Such  
recreant and apostate natures usually exceed all oth- 
ers in the avidity and malignity with which they tra- 
duce the sainted dead. They do this for the reason  
Dryden gives, and he must have known as being one  
himself,

“For renegadoes, who ne’er turn by halves, 
Are bound it, conscience to be double knaves.”

The mists which obscure the sun are exhaled by his  
own fe rvent  beams .  Envy  and  de t r ac t ion  a re  the  
shadows which ever fol low shining merit .  The ca- 
lumniators of the. Puritans serve as the shades in the  
Picture,  which render the l ights  more dis t inct and  
vivid. The fair fame of the Puritans shines the more  
luminous, when contrasted with the dark dispositions  
of their slanderers.

It is but justice to the pious dead to vindicate their  
good name, which, as Cicero says, is the appropriate  
possession of the departed. And justice to ourselves
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requires ,  that  we should preserve untarni shed the  
reputation of our fathers, so that we may feel its full  
influence to quicken our own virtues, and to stimulate  
them to greater activity and fruitfulness.  Certain it  
is, that they will be the most likely to partake of the  
excellencies of the Puritans, who most deeply revere  
them.

In different ages there have arisen men, too great  
or too good for the times in which they lived:—men,  
l ike Israel’s martyred prophets, of whom the world  
was not worthy. They have strode so far in advance  
of their conemporaries, that as Coleridge said of Mil- 
ton, they dwarfed themselves in the distance. Bitter  
scorn and bitterer wrath was their portion while they  
lived.

And after they are gone, other generations sweep  
by, till the same venerable worthies are again almost  
lost  f rom view in the dul l  perspect ive of  the past .  
Then are their  names aga in decr ied,  because they  
stopped where they did. The most dist inguished of  
living. British essayists has said with a just severity;— 
‘It is too much that the benefactors of mankind, after  
having been reviled by the dunces of their own gener- 
ation for going to far, are to be reviled by the dunces  
of the next generation for not going far enough.’

The world shows i t s  unworthiness  of  these good  
men, either by forgetting their virtues as soon as pos- 
s ib le :  or e l se by remembering their  names only to  
t raduce them. Thus thankles s ly  and har sh ly has  i t  
deal t  with our pi lgr im fathers .  But,  blessed be the  
Lord! there are not wanting those,  who, l ike ‘Old 
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Mortality’ among the graves of the Covenanters, with  
chisel in hand, revisit the resting-place of our Puritan  
sires, raising up the fallen monuments; removing the  
encroaching mosses; and, with pious care, retouching  
the fading inscriptions which the ceaseless stream of  
time is wearing away.

Such a pleasing task of filial piety and reverent love  
is  before us in the present undertaking. Nor doubt  
we, that the work is well pleasing unto God, who is  
himsel f ,  in his  providence, the Vindicator of their  
wisdom and zea l ;  and whose Word has  taught  us ,  
that the memory of the just is blessed, and that the  
righteous must be had in everlasting remembrance.

These considerations have induced the Publishing  
Committee of the Massachusetts Sabbath School So- 
ciety to prepare a series of biographical sketches of  
some of the distinguished men, who were God’s in- 
struments in making this country what i t  i s .  These  
volumes will collect, and present in one view, every  
thing which relates to them that can be recovered from  
scattered confusion and from oblivion. It is intended  
that  thi s  exhibi t ion shal l  br ing out the characters ,  
actions, sufferings and principles of these remarkable  
men, in such form as may interest and profit the gen- 
eral  reader, and not be unuseful to such as may be  
studious of the early history of our country.

The Committee have observed with pain, that there  
is, in some quarters, a disposition to subject the mem- 
ory of the Puritans to what is sometimes significantly  
called ‘Cavalier treatment’. The best defence which  
can be made of  these worthies  i s  to show them as
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they were. Could such an exhibition be made to the  
life, it is certain that it would have the same dispers- 
ing effect upon their detractors, as the appearance of  
Cromwel l ’ s  unconquered ‘Ironsides ’  had upon the  
runaways of Naseby, of Preston, and of Worcester.

It is hoped that these volumes will not only find a  
place in all our Sabbath school libraries, but may ob- 
tain a general circulation among the young men and  
young women of  our land.  I t  i s  be l ieved that  the  
contemplations of these noble examples will be found  
among the best  means of s trengthening the minds,  
enriching the memories, and settling the principles, of  
the young. The moral beauty of the character of the  
Pur i tans  cons i s t  chie f ly  in  th i s ,—they were  men o f  
p r in c ip l e .  Thi s  made them del ibera te  in  re so lv ing,  
and inf lexib le  in per forming.  The ‘noble grace of  
dec i s ion’  shone conspicuous ly  in thei r  l ives ;  they  
were decided for truth, for conscience, for God. It  
was a rich gift of the Holy Ghost, and enabled them  
for a work in which all other adventurers must have  
failed.

May God bless this undertaking, so that it may help  
to revive in power and purity the remnants of the pi- 
ety and spirit of the pilgrims which yet linger among  
us .  May i t  he lp to increase the mult i tudes  which,  
like the Puritans of old, have gone up, through much  
tribulation, from the footstool to the throne!
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PREFACE

The di f f icu l ty  o f  prepar ing a  work of  th i s  na ture  
can only be conceived of by one who has tr ied i t .  
The mere collecting of the scattered materials ,  dis- 
persed in the obscurest corners, as they usually are, is  
a great labour. It is a greater toil to arrange them in  
due order,  when once they are col lected. The set- 
tling of doubtful and contradictory statements is often  
a tedious and perplexing business.  And then comes  
the writing, which the author must accomplish as he  
can. The only merit which this little book can claim,  
is laborious accuracy bestowed upon a worthy subject.  
For its  faults in other respects,  there can hardly be  
any remedy.  For ,  to apply here a  rhyme of  Pres i- 
dent Oakes,

They that can Cotton’s goodness well display, 
Must be as good as he:—but who are they?

In prosecuting the design of the Publishing Com- 
mittee of the Massachusetts Sabbath School Society,  
it is evident that the distinctive principles of the Puri- 
tans  must  come under review. In order that  these  
might be more completely presented, they are dis- 
cussed somewhat fully in a few chapters devoted to  
that object. Accordingly, in this volume, will be found  
a chapter occupied with an account of the nature and 
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origin of Puritanism, in which our fathers are vindi- 
cated from the charge of schism and sinful division of  
the Church.  Another  chapter  de l ineate s  the main  
features of the Congregational Church government.  
Another still, exhibits the merits of Congregational- 
ism.

May God grant wisdom to al l  who may take part  
in this attempt to revive the memory of the patriarchs  
of our land; and give to the readers grace to profit by  
their holy example.

‘A life may find him who a sermon flies.’



LIFE OF JOHN COTTON.

CHAPTER I
His parentage. Residence at the University. Conversion.

The  man  whose  l i f e  and  p r inc ip l e s  w i l l  now be  
r e p r e s e n t e d ,  f r o m  t h e  v a s t  i n f l u e n c e  h e  e x e r - 
c i s ed  in  h i s  own t ime ,  and ,  con sequen t l y ,  upon  
a l l  f o l l o w i n g  t i m e s ,  h a s  b e e n  f i t l y  c a l l e d  t h e  
P a t r i a r c h  o f  New  Eng l a nd .  Bo s t on ,  e s p e c i a l l y ,  
i s  indebted to him for  much more than i t s  name.  
He  found  i t  bu t  l i t t l e  be t t e r  than  a  woody  wi l - 
derne s s ;  and he  l e f t  i t  a  f lour i sh ing  town,  a  sor t  
of Jerusalem of the West.

J o h n  C o t t o n  w a s  a  n a t i v e  o f  D e r b y ,  o n  t h e  
r i v e r  D e r w e n t ,  i n  E n g l a n d .  H e  w a s  b o r n  o n  
t h e  f ou r t h  o f  Dec embe r ,  i n  t h e  y e a r  1 585 .  He  
w a s  d e s c e n d e d  o f  ‘ g e n t l e  b l o o d ’ .  H i s  p a r e n t s  
were  pe r son s  in  e a sy  c i r cums t ance s ,  and  ab l e  to  
provide him with the neces sar ie s  for  a  good edu- 
c a t i o n .  T h e  f a t h e r ,  R o l a n d  C o t t o n ,  a  l a w y e r  
by  p ro f e s s i on ,  wa s  d i s t i ngu i shed ,  a s  we l l  a s  t he  
mothe r ,  by  a  so l i d  and  f e rv id  p i e t y .  The  ch i l d , 
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thu s  b rough t  fo r th  and  b rough t  up ,  d id  no  d i s - 
c r ed i t  t o  h i s  t r a i n i ng .  H i s  you th ,  un s t a i n ed  by  
f o l l i e s ,  g a v e  no  o c c a s i on  f o r  r e p ro a ch  i n  a f t e r  
y e a r s .  I t  i s  p l e a s i ng  to  con s ide r  a  pe r son ,  who ,  
f r om  th e  c r a d l e  t o  t h e  g r a v e ,  l i v ed  a  l ong  l i f e  
w i t hou t  s po t  o r  b l ame ,  o the r  t h an   wha t  a ro s e  
f rom the  mi s t akes  o f  those  a round h im,  or  those  
e r ro r s  o f  h i s  own  wh i ch  s e r ve  to  a s soc i a t e  h im  
w i t h  weak  human i t y ,  bu t  no t  w i t h  i t s  v i c e s  o r  
i t s  c r i m e s .  I t  i s  t r u e ,  t h a t ,  a t  c e r t a i n  t i m e s ,  
a m i d  t h e  t e m p e s t s  o f  p a s s i o n  a n d  p r e j u d i c e ,  
much  m i r e  a nd  d i r t  wa s  c a s t  u pon  h i s  c h a r a c - 
t e r ,  bu t  none  o f  i t  wou ld  adhe re .  I t  a l l  f e l l  o f f  
again, and left his reputation unsullied as ever.

H e  w a s  a d m i t t e d  t o  T r i n i t y  C o l l e g e ,  C a m - 
b r i dge ,  a t  t h e  e a r l y  a g e  o f  t h i r t e en .  H i s  f a t h e r  
w h o  h a d  n e v e r  h a d  m a n y  c l i e n t s  b e f o r e ,  f r o m  
t h a t  t i m e  h a d  t h e m  i n  a b u n d a n c e .  T h e  s o n ,  
who  h ad ,  i n  con s equence ,  a  v e r y  l i b e r a l  ma in - 
t e n a n c e ,  a n d  w h o  a l s o  h a d  a  w a t c h f u l  e y e  t o  
d i s c e r n  t h e  w a y s  o f  d i v i n e  p r o v i d e n c e ,  w a s  
t h e r e b y  l e d  t o  s a y : — G o d  k e p t  m e  a t  t h e  u n i - 
versity!’

A t  t h i s  a n c i en t  s em in a r y ,  t h e  nu r s i n g  mo the r  
o f  so  many  eminen t  Pur i t an  min i s t e r s ,  he  spen t  
f i f t een  s tud iou s  yea r s ,  t i l l  he  became l e a rned  in  
a l l  t h e  w i s dom  o f  t h a t  a g e  o f  e r ud i t e  s c ho l a r s  
a n d  d e e p  d i v i n e s .  H e  w a s  p r e v e n t e d  f r o m 
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obtaining a fe l lowship in his  col lege,  only by rea- 
s o n  o f  e m b a r r a s s m e n t s  g r o w i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  
construction of expensive buildings for its use.

H e  w a s  t h e n  c h o s e n  a  f e l l o w  o f  E m m a n u e l  
Co l l e g e ,  a f t e r  a  s e v e r e  e x am in a t i on ,  wh i ch  h e  
t r i umphan t l y  s u s t a i n ed .  He  wa s  ex am ined  w i t h  
s pec i a l  r i gou r  i n  the  Hebrew l anguage .  He  wa s  
t e s t ed  more  pa r t i cu l a r l y  upon  the  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  
the  th i rd  chapte r  o f  I s a i ah ,  which  cons i s t s  o f  an  
inven to ry  o f  the  f ine r i e s  o f  the  haugh ty  daugh- 
t e r s  o f  Z i o n ,  s u c h  a s  m i g h t  w e l l  a s t o n i s h  a  
mode rn  P a r i s i a n  m i l l i n e r .  Th i s  p a s s a g e ,  wh i ch  
c o n t a i n s  m o r e  u n u s u a l  a n d  p e r p l e x i n g  t e r m s  
than any other  in  the Old Tes tament ,  occas ioned  
no  t roub l e  to  our  a rden t  s cho l a r ,  who  wa s  ab l e  
t o  c onv e r s e  i n  t h a t  t ongue .  Heb r ew  l i t e r a t u r e  
wa s  much cu l t iva ted  among the  Pur i t an  d iv ine s ,  
who  gave  e spec i a l  a t t en t ion  to  tho se  th ree  l an- 
guage s  in  which  i t  wa s  s t a t ed  on  the  c ro s s ,  tha t  
J e s u s  o f  N a z a r e t h  w a s  K i n g  o f  t h e  J e w s .  A n d  
y e t  t h e  f amed  E r a smu s ,  t hough  r e pu t e d  i n  h i s  
d ay  to  be  ‘ the  mos t  Greek  among  the  Grec i an s ,  
a n d  t h e  m o s t  L a t i n  a m o n g  t h e  L a t i n s ’ ,  a n d  
t hough  s o  u s e d  t o  d i s c ou r s e  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  l a n - 
gu age  a s  t o  f o r g e t  h i s  mo the r  t ongue ,  g a v e  up  
the  a t t empt  to  acqu i re  the  Hebrew in  u t t e r  d i s - 
c o u r a g e m e n t .  T h i s  s t u d y ,  i n  w h i c h  L u t h e r  s o  
much  de l i gh t ed ,  f ound  many  expe r t  p ro f i c i en t s 
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a m o n g  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  f a t h e r s  o f  N e w  E n g l a n d .  
N e a r l y  a l l  t h e  f i r s t  m i n i s t e r s  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  
cu l t i v a t ed  i t :  and  some  ve ry  s i ngu l a r  anecdo t e s  
a r e  p re s e rved  to  i l l u s t r a t e  the i r  f ami l i a r i t y  w i th  
t h a t  l a n g u a g e ,  w h i c h ,  a s  J o h n  E l i o t  s a i d ,  ‘ i t  
p l e a s e d  o u r  L o r d  J e s u s  C h r i s t  t o  m a k e  u s e  o f  
w he n  h e  s p a k e  f r om  h e a v en  un t o  P au l . ’  S ome  
o f  the  l aymen be s towed grea t  a t t en t ion  upon i t .  
Thu s  Gove rno r  B r a d f o r d ,  who  h ad  t ho rough l y  
m a s t e r e d  s o m e  f o u r  o r  f i v e  o t h e r  l a n g u a g e s ,  
s t u d i e d  t h e  H e b r e w  m o s t  o f  a l l ;  ‘ b e c a u s e , ’  a s  
h e  e l e g an t l y  s a i d ,  ‘ h e  wou l d  s e e  w i t h  h i s  own  
eye s  t he  anc i en t  o r a c l e s  o f  God  in  the i r  n a t i v e  
beauty!’

I n  t h e  s a m e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  C o l l e g e  w h e r e  h e  
g a i n e d  h i s  f e l l o w s h i p ,  M r  C o t t o n  a f t e r w a r d s  
b e c a m e  H e a d  L e c t u r e r ;  t h e n  D e a n ,  a n  o f f i c e r  
cha rged  to  a t t end  to  the  depo r tmen t  and  d i s c i - 
p l ine  o f  the  s tudent s ;  and Catech i s t ,  an  employ- 
ment of  chief  note in the old conventual  schools .  
H e  w a s  a l s o  T u t o r  t o  n u m e r o u s  s c h o l a r s ,  b y  
whom he  wa s  he ld  i n  the  h i ghe s t  e s t ima t ion  a s  
a teacher.

W h i l e  o c c u p i e d  t h u s  u s e f u l l y ,  h e  w a s  m u c h  
honoured and admired for the s t rength and readi- 
ne s s  o f  h i s  m ind ,  and  fo r  the  va s t  ex t en t  o f  h i s  
r e a d i n g .  T h e  s e r m o n s  w h i c h  h e  o c c a s i o n a l l y  
p r e a ched  i n  t h e  Un ive r s i t y ,  we r e  pompou s  h a -
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r a n g u e s ,  s t u f f e d  w i t h  a  h u g e  m a s s  o f  l e a r n i n g  
and  s o a r i ng  conce i t s ,  a c co rd ing  t o  t h e  t a s t e  o f  
t h e  ‘ v a i n  w i t s ’  o f  t h a t  s e a t  o f  s c i e n c e .  T h e s e  
o s t e n t a t i o u s  d i s p l a y s  m a d e  h i m  v e r y  p o p u l a r  
w i t h  t h a t  c l a s s  o f  men ,  who  d e l i gh t ed  i n  s u ch  
p a r a d e s  o f  l e a r n e d  l o r e ,  a s  m u c h  a s  t h e y  d i s - 
t a s t ed  the  p l a in  p reach ing  o f  the  humbl ing  doc- 
t r i n e s  o f  t h e  c r o s s .  C o t t o n  w a s  t h e n  o n e  o f  
the i r  own sor t ,  be ing  h imse l f  o f  tha t  l amentab ly  
n u m e r o u s  c l a s s  w h o  u n d e r t a k e  t o  p r e a c h  t h e  
go spe l  o f  Chr i s t  w i thou t  h av ing  pe r sona l l y  f e l t  
its life and power in the heart.

H e  f i r s t  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  h i m s e l f  b y  a  f u n e r a l  
d i s cou r s e  f o r  Dr  Some ,  Ma s t e r  o f  Pe t e r  House ,  
in  which  he  f lour i shed  away  wi th  so  much a r t i - 
f i c i a l  o r ig ina l i t y ,  a f f ec ted  e loquence  and  ‘o ra to- 
r i o u s  b e a u t y ’ ,  t h a t  h e  c a m e  t o  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  
the  Xenophon o f  the  Univer s i ty ,  and the  spec ia l  
f avour i t e  o f  the  muse s .  Some t ime  a f t e r ,  he  de- 
l i v e r e d  a  U n i v e r s i t y  s e r m o n  i n  S t  M a r y ’ s  
Church ,  wh i ch  g a ined  the  h i gh  app l au s e  o f  t he  
academica l  pedant s ,  who looked only  for  a  grand  
exhibit ion of what the preacher could do to show  
o f f  h i m s e l f ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  f o r  a  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  
‘ C h r i s t  c r u c i f i e d ,  u n t o  t h e  J e w s  a  s t u m b l i n g  
b lock,  and unto the Greeks  fool i shnes s ;  but  unto  
t h em  wh i ch  a r e  c a l l e d ,  bo t h  J ew s  a nd  G r e ek s , 
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C h r i s t  t h e  p o w e r  o f  G o d ,  a n d  t h e  w i s d o m  o f  
God.’

B u t  t h e  L o r d  h a d  o t h e r  e m p l o y m e n t  f o r  t h i s  
‘ c h o s e n  v e s s e l ’ .  H e  w h o  h a d  d w e l t  s o  l o n g  
among those  ha l l s  o f  s c i ence  a s  one  o f  her  mos t  
a s s i d u o u s  d e v o t e e s ,  b e g a n  a t  l a s t  t o  f e e l  t h e  
higher claims of religion.

In  t ho s e  d ay s  t he r e  wa s  a t  Cambr idge  an  em- 
i n en t  and  god l y  d i v i n e ,  Rev .  Wi l l i am  Pe rk i n s ,  
w h o s e  n a m e  w a s  l o n g  p r e c i o u s  a m o n g  o u r  f a - 
t h e r s ,  o n e  o f  w h o m  m a d e  t h i s  e p i g r a m  u p o n  
him, in allusion to a certain natural defect;

Though nature thee of thy right hand bereft, 
Right well thou writest with thy hand what’s left.

T h i s  g o o d  a n d  a b l e  m a n  w a s  s o u n d  i n  t h e  
f a i t h ,  a nd  d e ep  i n  t h e  e xpe r i e n c e  o f  t h e  g r e a t  
d o c t r i n e s  o f  t h e  g o s p e l .  H i s  m i n i s t r a t i o n s ,  s o  
s e a r c h i n g  t o  t h e  h e a r t  a n d  s o  r o u s i n g  t o  t h e  
c on s c i e n c e ,  we r e  b l e s s e d  t o  t h e  c onve r s i on  o f  
many  who  bec ame  some  o f  t h e  b r i gh t e s t  l i gh t s  
o f  t h e i r  a g e .  A m o n g  o t h e r s ,  M r  C o t t o n  w a s  
much wrought  upon by h i s  f a i th fu l  exhib i t ion of  
t h e  t r u t h ,  Bu t  t h e  young  and  a s p i r i n g  s cho l a r ,  
fear ing to become engaged in the pursui t  o f  per- 
sona l  r e l i g ion ,  l e s t  i t  s hou ld  h inde r  h im in  the  
s tudies  he was  ambi t ious ly  fo l lowing,  suppres sed,  
so  f a r  a s  he  cou ld ,  the  mot ion s  and  s t i r r i ng s  o f  
h i s  mind .  In  the  p r ide  o f  in t e l l e c t ,  and  the  lu s t
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o f  l i t e r a r y  d i s t i n c t i on ,  he  r e s i s t ed  t he  s t r i v i ng s  
o f  t h e  Ho l y  Sp i r i t .  Fo r  a  wh i l e ,  h e  s u c c e ed ed  
in  s t i f l ing  the  s t i l l  sma l l  voice  o f  convic t ion,  t i l l  
one  day  wa lk ing  in  the  f i e ld s ,  he  hea rd  the  be l l  
t o l l i n g  t h e  d e a t h -kne l l  o f  t h e  d e vou t  Mr  P e r - 
k i n s .  A t  t h i s ,  M r  C o t t o n  s e c r e t l y  r e j o i c e d ;  
and began to congratula te  himsel f ,  that  he should  
n o  m o r e  b e  t r o u b l e d  b y  h i m ,  w h o  h a d ,  a s  h e  
said, ‘laid siege to and beleaguered his heart.’

Bu t  th i s  s e l f i s h  s a t i s f a c t i on  a t  s uch  a  r i ddance  
s oon  bec ame  a  c au s e  o f  g r e a t  s p i r i t u a l  d i s t r e s s .  
I t  dwe l t  con s t an t l y  upon  h i s  m ind  a s  an  agg r a - 
va t ed  s in ,  tha t  he  had  thu s  exu l t ed  a t  the  p ro s - 
pec t  o f  be ing f reed ,  a t  such a  pr ice ,  f rom div ine  
i n c i t e m e n t s  a n d  r e s t r a i n t s .  G o d  m a d e  i t  ‘ a n  
e f fec tua l  means  o f  convinc ing and humbl ing h im  
in  the  s ight  and sense  o f  the  na tura l  enmity  tha t  
is in man’s nature against God.’

In  th i s  s t a t e  o f  mind ,  he  hea rd  a  s e rmon f rom  
Dr  S ibbes ,  a  man o f  g rea t  note  among the  Pur i - 
t an s  in  the  t ime  o f  the  f i r s t  J ames .  Th i s  s e rmon  
wa s  upon  the  na tu re  and  nece s s i t y  o f  r egene r a - 
t ion .  I t  f i r s t  showed the  s t a te  o f  the  unregener- 
a t e ,  a n d  t h e  m i s e r y  o f  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  n o  
r i g h t e o u s n e s s  b u t  t h a t  o f  t h e  m o r a l  v i r t u e s .  
U n d e r  t h i s  d i s c o u r s e ,  M r  C o t t o n  f e l t  a l l  h i s  
f a l se  hopes  and se l f - r ighteous  conf idences  f a i l ing  
h i m .  H e  f o u n d  t h e  t r u t h  o f  w h a t  t h e  B i b l e
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taught  h im,  tha t  he  wa s  a  s inner  in  the  s i gh t  o f  
G o d , — t h a t  h e  w a s  w h o l l y  a n d  h e l p l e s s l y  d e - 
p r a v e d ,  a n d  u t t e r l y  l o s t  b e y o n d  t h e  p o w e r  o f  
r e c o v e r i n g  h i m s e l f .  F o r  n e a r  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  h e  
w a s  f a i n t i n g  u n d e r  t h e  b u r d e n  o f  d e s p o n d i n g  
thought s ,  f ee l ing  tha t  he  had  wi l fu l l y  wi th s tood  
the means of  grace and the of fers  of  mercy which  
God had  ex tended  to  h im.  At  l eng th  the  ba rbed  
a r row,  wh i ch  so  l ong  had  r ank l ed  i n  h i s  he a r t ,  
w a s  p l u c k e d  a w a y .  T h r o u g h  t h e  s a m e  w o u n d  
f rom wh ich  the  b loody  d rop s  o f  con t r i t i on  had  
f l owed ,  t he  he a l i ng  g r a c e  o f  J e su s  wa s  i n fu s ed .  
Thi s  comfor t  appear s  to  have  been mini s te red  to  
h i s  sou l  under  the  preaching o f  the  same worthy  
D r  S i bbe s ;  b e tween  whom and  t h e  h appy  con- 
v e r t  t h e r e  e v e r  a f t e r  s u b s i s t e d  ‘ a  s i n g u l a r  a n d  
cons t an t  love ’ ,  a s  be tween a  sp i r i tua l  f a the r  and  
his son in the faith.

T h e  c o n v e r s i o n  o f  M r  C o t t o n  w a s  o f  t h a t  
p r i m i t i v e ,  o r t h o d o x  s t a m p ,  w h i c h  h a s  a l w a y s  
p r oduc ed  t h e  b e s t  s o r t  o f  Ch r i s t i a n s .  The r e  i s  
rea son to suspect  that  many who are  in the habi t  
o f  s peak ing  o f  such  a  change  in  t e rms  o f  l ev i t y  
a n d  u n b e l i e f ,  w o u l d  i n w a r d l y  r e j o i c e  i f  t h e y  
cou ld  be  a s su r ed  o f  unde rgo ing  the  s ame  mora l  
renovat ion before they sha l l  be summoned to the  
b a r  o f  G o d .  T h e r e  i s  s o m e t h i n g  i n  s u c h  a n  
e xpe r i en c e  wh i ch  commend s  i t s e l f  e v en  t o  t h e
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c o n s c i e n c e  o f  t h e  s c o f f e r  a n d  p r o f a n e .  I n  t h e  
ca se  o f  Mr  Cot ton  i t  wa s  no  r a sh  and  rea son le s s  
e x c i t emen t :  bu t  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  y e a r s  o f  a nx i ou s  
i nqu i r y  a nd  men t a l  c on f l i c t .  I t  o c cu r r ed  when  
h e  w a s  a t  t h e  m a t u r i t y  o f  h i s  p o w e r s  a n d  i n  
thei r  h ighes t  s ta te  of  d i sc ip l ine and development .  
I t  was  a  so l id work,  on a f i rm foundat ion,  by the  
A l m i g h t y  h a n d :  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  w a s  i t  a  l a s t i n g  
m o n u m e n t  o f  g r a c e .  T h e  s u b j e c t  o f  i t ,  a t  t h e  
t i m e ,  w a s  n o t  f a r  f r o m  t w e n t y - s e v e n  y e a r s  o f  
age.

E r e  l ong  h e  wa s  c a l l e d  onc e  mo r e  t o  f i l l  t h e  
o ld  s tone  pu lp i t  o f  S t  Mary ’ s  vene r ab l e  church .  
A  n u m e r o u s  a u d i t o r y  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  m e n ,  
a t t r a c t e d  b y  h i s  h i gh  r e pu t a t i on ,  t h r onged  t h e  
p l a c e .  The s e  we r e  h e a r e r s ,  who ,  a s  t h e  e x c e l - 
l e n t  J o h n  N o r t o n  s a i d  o f  t h e m ,  a n d  h e  k n e w  
them we l l ,  ‘ p re f e r  the  Muse s  be fo re  Mose s ,  and  
ta s te  P la to more than Paul ,  and re l i sh  the Orator  
o f  A then s  f a r  above  the  P reache r  o f  the  Cro s s . ’  
They  we re  con f i den t l y  expec t i ng  to  be  r eg a l ed  
wi th the heaped up quota t ions ,  the phi losophica l  
a b s t r a c t i on s ,  t h e  s cho l a s t i c  s ub t l e t i e s ,  and  rhe - 
t o r i c a l  o r n a m e n t s ,  b y  w h i c h  t h e  p r e a c h e r s  o n  
those occas ions  were wont to hold up to admira- 
t i o n ,  n o t  t h e i r  M a s t e r ,  b u t  t h e m s e l v e s .  W h e n  
Mr Cotton arose ,  the hum of  approbat ion,  which  
u s e d  t o  g r e e t  a  p o p u l a r  s p e a k e r ,  r e s o u n d e d
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th rough  t h e  t emp l e .  Bu t  t h e i r  e xpe c t a t i on  wa s  
de s t i ned  to  be  d i s appo in t ed .  The  d i s cou r s e  wa s  
upon  the  sub j ec t  o f  r e p en t an c e ,  and  wa s  enunc i - 
a t e d  f r o m  a  h e a r t  w h i c h  h a d  f r e s h l y  f e l t  t h e  
p o w e r  o f  t h e  t h e m e .  I t  w a s  a  p l a i n ,  p u n g e n t ,  
p r a c t i c a l  a d d r e s s ,  d i r e c t l y  a i m e d  a t  t h e  c o n - 
s c i e n c e  o f  t h e  h e a r e r s .  T h e  c o u n t e n a n c e s  o f  
h i s  aud ience  be t r ayed  the i r  d i s conten t ;  in  token  
o f  w h i c h ,  t h e y  p u l l e d  d o w n  t h e i r  s h o v e l - c a p s  
over their faces, and listened in sullen mood.

The  poor  p reacher ,  d i s couraged  wi th  th i s  co ld  
reception of his zealous endeavours far their good,  
r e t i r ed  to  h i s  chamber s  w i th  some  s ad  though t s  
o f  h e a r t .  H e  h a d  n o t  b e e n  l o n g  a l o n e ,  w h e n  
D r  J o h n  P r e s t o n ,  t h e n  a  f e l l o w  o f  Q u e e n ’ s  
Co l l ege ,  and  o f  g r e a t  e s t eem in  the  Unive r s i t y ,  
knocked  a t  h i s  door .  Th i s  pe r son ,  l i ke  so  many  
other s ,  had repa i red to the sermon,  wi th h i s  ear s  
i t ch ing  to  hea r  a  sp l end id  l i t e r a ry  pe r fo rmance .  
For  a  whi le ,  he  mani fe s ted  h i s  vexa t ion in  every  
way  he  cou ld :  bu t  e re  the  c lo se ,  he  wa s  ‘ cu t  to  
t h e  h e a r t ’  b y  t h e  swo rd  o f  t h e  Sp i r i t .  Mak i n g  
an  er rand o f  borrowing a  book,  he  ca l l ed  on Mr  
Cot ton,  wi th whom he had not  been acqua inted.  
H i s  wounded  sou l  wou ld  no t  keep  s i l ence ;  and  
h e  s o u g h t  t h o s e  s p i r i t u a l  s u c c o u r s  w h i c h  G o d  
b l e s s ed  to  the  peace  o f  h i s  m ind .  Th i s  man  too  
became a  power fu l  preacher  o f  the  gospe l ,  and a 
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m i g h t y  m a n  o f  r e n o w n  a m o n g  t h e  C a l v i n i s t i c  
doc to r s  o f  t h a t  a g e  o f  g i a n t  m ind s .  Th i s  no t a - 
b l e  s e a l  o f  h i s  min i s t ry  con so l ed  Mr  Cot ton  fo r  
the  manner  in  which h i s  f i r s t  evange l ica l  se rmon  
wa s  r e c e i v ed  by  t h e  many .  He  neve r  r e g r e t t e d  
tha t  he  had  ca s t  h i s  o s ten ta t ious  ways  a s ide ,  and  
h ad  s ough t  on l y  t o  a pp rove  h imse l f  un to  God .  
Some  o f  t he  more  r e l i g iou s  d i v ine s  p r ayed  h im  
t o  ‘ p e r s e v e r e  i n  t h a t  g o o d  w a y  o f  p r e a c h i n g ’ ,  
wh ich ,  by  the  g r ace  o f  God ,  he  e f f e c tua l l y  d id .  
How t rue  i s  the  remark o f  the  exce l lent  Thomas  
Fu l l e r ,  ‘ I t  i s  e a s i e r  a nd  b e t t e r  f o r  u s  t o  p l e a s e  
o n e  G o d ,  t h a n  m a n y  m e n ,  w i t h  o u r  s e r m o n s . ’  
B e tween  Mr  Co t t on  and  Dr  P r e s t on  t h e r e  wa s  
f o rmed  one  o f  t ho s e  mo s t  p r o f i t a b l e  Ch r i s t i a n  
f r iendships ,  which must  out la s t  ear th and heaven.  
There are no good men, but others  are the better  
for them.



CHAPTER II.
Settlement at Boston in Old England. Obstacles to Settlement,  

Spiritual Conflicts. Arminian Controversy. Marriage. Non- 
Conformity.

When Mr  Cot ton  wa s  abou t  twen ty-e i gh t  yea r s  
o f  age ,  he  was  inv i t ed  by  the  peop le  o f  Bos ton ,  
in  L inco ln sh i re ,  to  s e t t l e  in  the  min i s t ry  among  
them.  Old  Bo s ton ,  whose  ch i e f  honour  now i s ,  
t h a t  s h e  i m p a r t e d  h e r  n a m e  t o  h e r  c i s a t l a n t i c  
daughter ,  was  indebted for  i t  to  Boto lph,  an  an- 
c i e n t  S a x o n  s a i n t ;  t h e  n a m e  B o t o l p h ’ s  t o w n ,  
h av ing  been ,  i n  t ime ,  con t r a c t ed  t o  i t s  p r e s en t  
f o rm .  I n  t h a t  p l a c e ,  Mr  Co t ton  l a bou r ed  many  
year s  in  the  pas tora l  o f f ice ,  exer t ing a  wonder fu l  
in f luence  upon  the  cha r ac te r  o f  the  peop le .  We  
r e ad  in  Burke ’ s  f amous  speech  made  long  a f t e r - 
w a r d s  o n  A m e r i c a n  a f f a i r s ,  t h e  o d d  q u o t a t i o n  
from an old song;—

Solid men of Boston, make no long orations, 
Solid men of Boston, drink no strong potations.

I  am ready  to  be l i eve  tha t  th i s  cha rac te r  fo r  so- 
l i d i t y ,  f o r  b r ev i t y  o f  s peech ,  and  fo r  ob s e rv ing  
t h e  ‘ ho l y  d i c t a t e  o f  s p a r e  t empe r ance ’ ,  may  be
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owing to the labours  of  th i s  man of  God,  leaving  
the i r  impres s  upon the descendant s  o f  h i s  par i sh- 
ioners there, as I doubt not they have done here.

Mr  Cot ton ’ s  s e t t l emen t  wa s  no t  w i thou t  some  
d i f f i cu l t y .  The  chu r ch-wa rden ,  w i th  t he  be t t e r  
s o r t  o f  p eop l e ,  d e s i r ed  t h a t  h e  s hou ld  b e  t h e i r  
p a s t o r .  B u t  t h e  m a y o r ,  w i t h  t h e  l o o s e r  c l a s s ,  
had  procured  f rom Cambr idge  another  cand ida te  
mo r e  t o  t h e i r  m ind s .  When  t h e  e l e c t i on  c ame  
to be held under the charter, the votes were found  
t o  b e  e q u a l l y  d i v i d e d .  T h e  m a y o r ,  h a v i n g  t h e  
c a s t ing  vo te ,  by  some mi s t ake  gave  i t  i n  f avour  
o f  M r  C o t t o n .  T h e  c i v i c  d i g n i t a r y ,  m o r t i f i e d  
a t  h i s  e r r o r ,  r e que s t e d  t h a t  t h e  vo t e  m i gh t  b e  
t a k e n  a g a i n .  H i s  r e q u e s t  w a s  c o m p l i e d  w i t h ,  
and re su l ted a s  be fore ,  in  an equa l  d iv i s ion.  And  
now,  s t r ange  t o  t e l l ,  t h e  mayo r  made  t he  s ame  
m i s t ake ,  and  ag a in  g ave  h i s  c a s t i ng  vo t e  i n  Mr  
Cot ton ’ s  f avour .  In  g rea t  vexa t ion ,  the  b lunder- 
ing  mag i s t r a t e  in s i s t ed  upon  t ry ing  the  vo te  fo r  
the th i rd  t ime;  but  the people  re fused the i r  con- 
s e n t .  T h u s  t h e  c h o i c e  f e l l  u p o n  M r  C o t t o n ,  
through the unintended act  of  hi s  most  s t renuous  
opposer.

T h i s  o b s t r u c t i o n  b e i n g  r e m o v e d ,  t h e r e  c a m e  
a n o t h e r  i n  t h e  w a y .  D r  B a r l o w ,  t h e  d i o c e s a n ,  
unde r s t and ing  tha t  the  succe s s fu l  c and ida t e  wa s  
in fec ted  wi th  Pur i t an i sm,  t r i ed  to  d i scourage  h i s
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s e t t l e m e n t .  T h e  p r e l a t e ’ s  o n l y  o b j e c t i o n  w a s ,  
t h a t  Mr  Cot ton  wa s  too  young  a  man  to  be  s e t  
ove r  such  a  numerou s  and  f a c t iou s  peop l e .  The  
young man had so modes t  an opinion of  h imse l f ,  
that  he was sa t i s f ied with the object ion,  and pro- 
po s ed  t o  go  b a ck  t o  t h e  Un i v e r s i t y .  Bu t  s ome  
o f  h i s  s u p p o r t e r s ,  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  a s  g o o d  M r  
Nor ton  t e l l s  u s ,  ‘ t h a t  one  S imon  B ibby  wa s  t o  
be spoken with, who was near to the bishop, they  
p r e s e n t l y  c h a r m e d  h i m ;  a n d  s o  t h e  b u s i n e s s  
p roceeded wi thout  fur ther  t roub le ,  and Mr Cot- 
ton was admitted into the place after their manner  
i n  t ho s e  d ay s . ’  I t  l ook s  s u sp i c i ou s  i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  
tha t  the  cha rmer s  opera ted  upon the  s a id  S imon  
B i bby ,  b y  mean s  o f  un l aw fu l  s p e l l s ,  p e r ch anc e  
m ing l ing  the  po tency  o f  s imony  and  b i b i f i c a t i o n .  
Bu t  wha t eve r  t he  n a tu r e  o f  t he i r  enchan tmen t s  
may  h a v e  b e en ,  Mr  Co t t on  c anno t  b e  c h a r g ed  
with any knowledge of their proceedings.

A b o u t  t h i s  t i m e  h e  d e e p l y  e x e r c i s e d  w i t h  
s p i r i t u a l  t r oub l e s ,  e v en  a s  h i s  Ma s t e r  wa s  s ub - 
jected to temptat ion. at  the beginning of  his  pub- 
l i c  M i n i s t r y .  T h e r e  i s  m u c h  t r u t h  i n  L u t h e r ’ s  
s a y i ng ,  ‘ t h a t  t h r e e  t h i ng s  make  a  d i v i n e ;  med- 
i t a t i o n ,  s u p p l i c a t i o n ,  a n d  t e m p t a t i o n . ’  I t  i s  
p robab l e  th a t  f ew min i s t e r s  h ave  eve r  been  ex- 
t en s i ve l y  u se fu l  in  the  Church  o f  God ,  w i thou t  
f i r s t  p a s s i n g  t h r o u g h  s e v e r e  c o n f l i c t s  o f  m i n d 
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a g a i n s t  doub t s ,  a nd  f e a r s ,  a nd  unbe l i e f ;  b e f o r e  
coming to  the  se t t l ed  en joyment  o f  the  conso la- 
t i on s  a nd  s uppo r t s  o f  t h e  go s p e l .  T augh t  bo t h  
by  s te rner  and by sweeter  exper ience ,  they lea rn  
h o w  t o  g u i d e  o t h e r s  t h r o u g h  s i m i l a r  s p i r i t u a l  
d i f f i cu l t i e s .  I t  i s  thu s  tha t  they  become ‘ ab l e  to  
comfo r t  t hem wh ich  a r e  i n  any  t roub l e ,  by  the  
c o m f o r t  w h e r e w i t h  t h e y  t h e m s e l v e s  a r e  c o m - 
forted of God.’

E n g r o s s e d  a s  h e  w a s  i n  t h e s e  s e v e r e  m e n t a l  
t r i a l s ,  M r  C o t t o n  p a i d  n o  h e e d  t o  t h e  p a r t i e s  
a n d  f a c t i o n s  w h i c h  d i s t u r b e d  t h e  t o w n .  T h i s  
so r t  o f  impar t i a l i t y  conc i l i a t ed  the  good  wi l l  o f  
the  peop le ,  when  they  s aw tha t  the  s a l va t ion  o f  
h i s  own  s ou l  wa s  f a r  mo r e  upon  h i s  t hough t s ,  
than the contentions and disputes around him.

A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e r e  w a s  a  M r  B a r o n  i n  t h e  
p l a c e ,  a  m a n  v e r y  s k i l f u l  i n  h i s  c a l l i n g ,  a s  a  
phys ic ian,  but  who chie f ly  devoted hi s  s tudies  to  
t h e  d e f e n c e  o f  A r m i n i a n i s m ,  w h i c h  h e  m a i n - 
ta ined on a l l  occas ions ,  wi th much acutenes s  and  
ab i l i t y .  To  h i s  con s t an t  conve r s a t i on ,  Mr  Co t - 
t o n  s i l e n t l y  l i s t e n e d ,  t i l l  h e  ‘ h a d  l e a r n e d ,  a t  
length,  where a l l  the great  s t rength of  the doctor  
l a y . ’  H a v i n g  m a s t e r e d  a l l  M r  B a r o n ’ s  s c r u p l e s  
and  ob j e c t i on s ,  and ,  a vo id ing  a l l  t ho s e  exp r e s - 
s ion s  and  phra se s  o f  o the r s ,  which  a f fo rded  tha t  
g en t l eman  any  advan t age  i n  deba t e ,  Mr  Co t ton 
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began  pub l i c l y  to  p r e ach  the  doc t r ine  o f  God ’ s  
e te rna l  e lec t ion ;  the  e f f ec tua l  ca l l ing  o f  the  s in- 
ne r  by  i r r e s i s t i b l e  g r a ce ;  and  the  ce r t a in  pe r s e - 
v e r a n c e  o f  s a i n t s ,  s o  t h a t  t h e y  s h a l l  n o t  f a l l  
f r om a  s t a t e  o f  g r a c e ,  e i t h e r  t o t a l l y  o r  f i n a l l y .  
T h e  r e s u l t  w a s ,  t h a t  t h e  a d v e r s e  d i s p u t a n t  
d e s i s t e d  f r o m  a l l  f u r t h e r  d e b a t e ;  A r m i n i a n i s m  
d ied qui te  away,  wi thout  s t rugg le  or  convul s ion,  
‘ a n d  a l l  m a t t e r s  o f  r e l i g i o n  w e r e  c a r r i e d  o n  
calmly and peaceably.’

When  he  h ad  r e s i d ed  a t  h i s  p a r i s h  a bou t  h a l f  
a  yea r ,  he  v i s i t ed  Cambr idge ,  to  t ake  h i s  degree  
o f  B a ch e l o r  o f  D i v i n i t y .  On  t h i s  o c c a s i on ,  h e  
added  l a r g e l y  t o  h i s  r epu t a t i on ,  by  a  much  ad - 
mi r ed  s e rmon  to  the  c l e rgy ,  f rom the  t ex t ;  ‘Ye  
a re  the  sa l t  o f  the  ear th ;  but  i f  the  sa l t  have los t  
h i s  s a v o u r ,  w h e r e w i t h  s h a l l  i t  b e  s a l t e d ? ’  H e  
a l so  d i s t ingu i shed  h imse l f  by  h i s  sk i l l  i n  a  pub- 
l ic disputation, held in the schools for the purpose  
o f  p r o v i n g  h i m s e l f  q u a l i f i e d  f o r  h i s  d e g r e e  i n  
d iv in i ty .  He appeared to  h igh advantage ,  though  
m a t c h e d  a g a i n s t  a  v e r y  k e e n  d e b a t e r ,  a  D r  
Chappe l l ;  a f t e rwards  Provos t  o f  Tr in i ty  Col lege ,  
in  Dub l in ,  and  a  s t r enuous  advoca te  o f  Pe l ag i an  
s e n t i m e n t s .  A f t e r  g a t h e r i n g  t h e s e  U n i v e r s i t y  
l a u r e l s ,  M r  C o t t o n  r e t u r n e d  t o  h i s  p a r o c h i a l  
c h a r g e ,  w h e r e  h e  e n j o y e d  t h e  h i g h  e s t e e m  o f  
h i s  f l o ck .  I t  i s  a  r ema rk  o f  one  o f  h i s  f e l l ow-
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l a b o u r e r s ,  ‘ S o  G o d  d i s p o s e t h  o f  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  
h e a r e r s ,  a s  t h a t  g e n e r a l l y  t h e y  a r e  a l l  o p e n  
and loving to the i r  preacher s  in  the i r  f i r s t  t imes ;  
t r i a l s  a r e  o f t en  r e s e r v ed  un t i l  a f t e rwa rd s .  Ep i - 
phan iu s  c a l l e th  the  f i r s t  y e a r  o f  Chr i s t ’ s  m in i s - 
t r y ,  t h e  a c c ep t a b l e  y e a r .— Youn g  P e t e r  g i r d e t h  
h i m s e l f ,  a n d  w a l k s  w h i t h e r  h e  w i l l ;  b u t  o l d  
Pe t e r  i s  g i rded  by  ano the r ,  and  c a r r i ed  wh i the r  
he would not.’

B e i n g  c o m f o r t a b l y  s e t t l e d  i n  h i s  c h u r c h ,  h e  
ma r r i ed  E l i z abe th  Hor rock s ,  ‘ an  eminen t l y  v i r - 
t u o u s  g e n t l e w o m a n . ’  T h e  d a y  o f  t h e i r  u n i o n ,  
w a s  e v e r  m e m o r a b l e  t o  h i m ,  u p o n  a n o t h e r  
account ;  for  i t  was  then,  tha t  he  f i r s t  rece ived a  
comfor t ab le  a s su rance  o f  God’ s  love  to  h i s  sou l .  
The promises  of  grace and l i fe ,  were sea led upon  
h i s  h e a r t  b y  t h e  Ho l y  Sp i r i t ;  a nd  t h i s  c om fo r t  
c o n t i n u e d  w i t h  h i m ,  i n  s o m e  h a p p y  m e a s u r e ,  
t h r o u g h  t h e  r e s i d u e  o f  h i s  d a y s .  H e  w o u l d  
o f t e n  s a y  o f  t h e  d a y  o f  e s p o u s a l s ,  ‘ G o d  m a d e  
i t  a  d a y  o f  doub l e  ma r r i a g e  t o  me ! ’  f o r  i t  wa s  
then that  he obta ined the bles sed evidence of  the  
marriage-union of his soul with Christ.

Hi s  wor thy  compan ion  was  o f  ‘ g rea t  a s s i s t ance  
t o  h i m  i n  h i s  m i n i s t r y ,  i n  m a n y  r e s p e c t s ;  b u t  
e spec i a l l y  in  th i s ,  tha t  she  g rea t l y  p romoted  h i s  
u s e f u l n e s s  a m o n g  t h o s e  o f  h e r  o w n  s e x .  T h e  
f e m a l e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n ,  t a k i n g 
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no t i c e  o f  h e r  uncommon  d i s c r e t i on  and  p i e t y ,  
w o u l d  f r e e l y  i m p a r t  t o  h e r  t h e  s t a t e  o f  t h e i r  
mind s  upon  the  sub jec t  o f  r e l i g ion ,  a cqua in t ing  
h e r  w i t h  t h e i r  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  a n d  t h e  p o i n t s  o n  
which  they  s tood in  need  o f  spec i a l  counse l  and  
i n s t r u c t i o n .  T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  s h e  i m p a r t e d  t o  
h e r  h u s b a n d ,  e n a b l e d  h i m  t o  a d a p t  h i s  p u b l i c  
teaching to  the  want s  o f  h i s  hearer s ,  and to  ren- 
der  i t  fa r  more conducive to their  sp i r i tua l  good.  
I f  expe r i ence  c an  p rove  any  th ing ,  i t  h a s  abun- 
d an t l y  p roved  t h a t  t h e  j ud i c i ou s  ma r r i a g e  o f  a  
c l e r g yman  g r e a t l y  enh ance s  h i s  u s e f u l n e s s ,  a nd  
h i s  e s t i m a t i o n  a m o n g  h i s  f l o c k .  I t  n o t  o n l y  
p l a c e s  h i m  a s  ‘ a  f a m i l y  m a n ’ ,  i n  c l o s e  s y m p a - 
thy with the families of his flock, but it puts him in  
unexcept ionab le  communica t ion  wi th  the  fema le  
po r t i on  o f  h i s  ch a r g e .  He  t hu s  ob t a i n s  a  s u f f i - 
c i en t l y  con f iden t i a l  knowledge  o f  the  cond i t ion  
of  their  minds ,  and a l so the opportunity of  meet- 
i n g  t h e i r  w a n t s  a s  a  r e l i g i o u s  s h e p h e r d  a n d  
gu i de .  He  i n  t h i s  manne r  b e come s  qua l i f i e d  t o  
b ene f i t  t h em ,  f a r  b eyond  wha t  wou ld  h e  p r a c - 
t i c ab l e  o r  de s i r ab l e  to  do  by  mean s  o f  pe r sona l  
f a m i l i a r  i n t e r c o u r s e .  I t  i s  n o t  w i t h o u t  r e a s o n ,  
t h a t  t h e  A p o s t l e  g i v e s  r e p e a t e d  c o u n s e l  t h a t  
e v e r y  e l d e r  o r  p a r o ch i a l  b i s hop  s hou l d  b e  t h e  
husband of one wife’, neither more nor less.

A f t e r  M r  C o t t o n  h a d  s p e n t  t h r e e  y e a r s  i n 
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Boston,  h i s  deep and devout  s tudies  brought  h im  
a  to  a  so l emn conv ic t ion ,  tha t  the re  were  many  
ant iquated corrupt ions  yet  le f t  unreformed in the  
na t iona l  Church ,  w i th  the  p r ac t i ce  o f  wh ich  he  
cou ld  no t  comply .  F rom th i s  t ime ,  he  cea sed  to  
c o n f o r m  s t r i c t l y  t o  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d ,  
though he  never  vo lunta r i l y  renounced  i t s  com- 
munion.

The next  chapter  wi l l  be devoted to an account  
o f  the  or ig in  and nature  o f  Pur i t an i sm,  o f  which  
John Cot ton  was  a  s t aunch and  uncompromi s ing  
advocate.



CHAPTER III.
Necessity of Controversy. Necessity of Reforming the Church.  

Romish corruption had taken away Christ’s threefold office.  
Reformation in England restored his prophetical and priestly offi- 
ces. His kingly office not restored. Relics of Popery retained in  
the National Church. Puritans demand a complete Reformation.  
The pr inc ip le  involved Nehushtan. How the principles  of  
Congregationalism are reached. Puritans persecuted. Their  
conduct under persecution. Take refuge in New England.  
Happy results of their removal. The charge of Schism triumph- 
antly retorted. The Massachusetts settlers no separatists. Laud,  
the great schismatic. His party were the separatists. Address  
from the Arbella, The ‘standing order’ in New England no  
‘sect’. Puritanism as necessary now as in the days of our fa- 
thers. Appeal to the soils of the Pilgrims.

T h e  P u r i t a n s  l i v e d  i n  a n  a g e  o f  c o n t r o v e r s y .  
I t  was  one o f  those  per iods  when the  va s t  sea  o f  
human op in ions ,  convu l sed  under  cha f ing  winds  
and  we l t e r i ng  wave s ,  sweep s  away  many  o f  t he  
anc i en t  l andmark s ,  and  o f t en ,  by  the i r  r emova l ,  
res tores  to their  forgot ten prominence such land- 
ma rk s  a s  a r e  mo r e  a n c i en t  t h an  t h e y .  I t  wa s  a  
t ime  when  the  e a r t hquake s  o f  po l i t i c a l  and  r e - 
l i g i ou s  a g i t a t i on  d i s t u rbed  eve ry  ex i s t i ng  i n s t i - 
t u t i o n ;  t h r o w i n g  a l l  t h e i r  f o u n d a t i o n s  o u t  o f  
cour se ,  tha t  they  might  se t t l e  down a t  l a s t  upon
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a  b a s i s  m o r e  f i r m  a n d  s q u a r e .  N o v e l  e r r o r s  
a s sa i led  o ld  t ruths ,  and new t ruths  grappled wi th  
a n t i q u a t e d  e r r o r s .  P e r h a p s  t h e r e  h a s  n e v e r  
been a  waking up o f  the  human mind so  genera l  
and  so  in t en se ,  a s  du r ing  tha t  p ro longed  s e a son  
o f  e v e r y  k i n d  o f  c o n f l i c t .  S u c h  s e a s o n s  m u s t  
r e su l t  in  the  advancement  o f  t ru th ,  the  p rogre s s  
o f  the  human mind,  and the  improvement  o f  the  
s o c i a l  s t a t e .  T ru t h  i s  u l t ima t e l y ,  a lway s  s t r on - 
g e r  t h a n  h e r  f o e s .  W h a t e v e r  m a y  b e  t h e  i n c i - 
denta l  ev i l s  o f  controver sy ,  they are  not  so  grea t  
a s  t h e  e v i l s  i t  p r e v e n t s  o r  d o e s  a w a y .  I t  i s  a  
s h a r p  r e m e d y :  b u t  i t  i s  l e s s  p a i n f u l  t h a n  t h e  
d i s e a s e s  w h i c h  i t  c h e c k s  o r  h e a l s .  S u c h  k e e n  
debate  i s  on ly  to  be regre t ted a s  a l together  in ju- 
r i o u s ,  w h e n  i t  a r r a y s  t h e  r e a l  f r i e n d s  o f  t r u t h  
a g a in s t  e a ch  o the r  i n  d i s pu t e s  abou t  ma t t e r s  o f  
i n f e r i o r  m o m e n t .  I n  s u c h  c a s e s  t h e  a c r i m o n y  
i s  u sua l l y  in  an  inve r s e  r a t io  to  the  impor t ance  
o f  t h e  p o i n t  d i s c u s s e d .  W e  m a y  t h e n  e x c l a i m  
in  the  l anguage  o f  the  ‘ f a ce t iou s  Fu l l e r ’ ,  a l l ud- 
i n g  t o  a  p a s s a g e  i n  t h e  p r o p h e t  J o e l ; — ‘ A l a s !  
t h a t  men  shou ld  have  l e s s  w i sdom than  locu s t s ,  
w h i c h ,  w h e n  s e n t  o n  G o d ’ s  e r r a n d ,  d i d  n o t  
thrust one another.’

T h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  r e f o r m  i n  t h e  c h u r c h  a r o s e  
f rom i t s  co r rup t ion .  The  l e aven  o f  th i s  co r rup- 
t ion had begun to  work even be fore  the  decea se
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o f  t h e  a p o s t l e s . *  A n d  f r o m  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  
s p r e ad ing  f e rmen t a t i on ,  d i f f u s i ng  i t s e l f  t h rough  
a  long course  o f  ages ,  a t  l a s t  l eavened near ly  the  
who l e  ma s s  w i t h  t h e  s ou r  c r ud i t i e s  o f  pope r y .  
No doubt ,  the  church a s  ye t  unre formed was  the  
t rue  church ,  j u s t  a s  a  t r ee  decayed  and  ma imed  
i s  s t i l l  a  t rue  t r ee .  Bu t  the re  wa s  need  tha t  the  
dead l imbs should be lopped down, and the rotten  
wood cut  out ,  and the  ea t ing  funguse s  removed,  
a n d  t h e  e n c r o a c h i n g  m o s s e s  a n d  o t h e r  h u r t f u l  
p a r a s i t e s  s c r a p e d  o f f ,  a n d  t h e  h e t e r o g e n e o u s  
g r a f t s  p r u n e d  a w a y .  I n  s h o r t ,  t h e r e  w a s  m u c h  
tha t  wanted to  be  done,  to  re s tore  the  aged t ree  
to  a  na tura l  and  v igourous  g rowth ,  wi thout  am- 
p u t a t i n g  a n y  p a r t  t h a t  r e t a i n e d  i t s  h e a l t h  a n d  
soundne s s .  I t  wa s  no t  the  de s ign  o f  the  re fo rm- 
er s  to  in s t i tu te  a  new church :  but  to  re s tore  the  
i n t e g r i t y  a n d  p u r i t y  o f  t h e  o l d .  A n d  s o  f a r  a s  
i t  exper i enced  such  re fo rmat ion ,  i t  i s  p r imi t ive ,  
apostolical and catholic.

An t i c h r i s t  h a d  s o  f a r  p r e v a i l e d ,  a s  g r e a t l y  t o  
i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  t h e  s o l e  H e a d s h i p  o f  C h r i s t  i n  
a n d  o v e r  h i s  c h u r c h .  H i s  t h r e e f o l d  o f f i c e  o f  
ch i e f  P rophe t ,  h i gh  P r i e s t ,  and  on l y  K ing ,  h ad  
b e e n  d a n g e r o u s l y  a n d  r u i n o u s l y  i n v a d e d .  T h e  
l ight  o f  the  gospe l ,  obscured by foggy ignorance 

*	 2 Thessalonians 2:7
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and  f uming  e r ro r s ,  h ad  l e f t  t h e  wor l d  i n  d a rk - 
ness.

‘O blindness of our earth-incrusted minds! 
In what a midnight shade, what sombrous clouds 
Of error, are our souls immersed, when Thou, 
O Sun supreme, no longer deign’st to shine!’

W e l c o m e ,  t h u n d e r : — a n d  w e l c o m e ,  h u r r i - 
c ane ;—i f  tho se  g loomy,  f a t a l  c louds  a re  the reby  
s w e p t  a w a y .  L u t h e r ,  w a k e  t h e  s t o r m ,  t h a t  t h e  
h e aven s  maybe  c l e a r ed ;  a nd  t h e  Sun  o f  R igh t - 
eousness shine forth in his strength!

Chr i s t ’ s  p r o ph e t i c a l  o f f i c e ,  a s  t he  au tho r i t a t i v e  
t e a c h e r  o f  h i s  C h u r c h ,  h a d  b e e n  i n f r i n g e d  b y  
sub s t i tu t ing  the  t e ach ing s  and  t r ad i t ion s  o f  men  
i n  t he  p l a c e  o f  h i s  i n s t ruc t i on s .  The  pu re  doc- 
t r i n e s  o f  h i s  W o r d  w e r e  n o  l o n g e r  t a u g h t  o r  
unde r s tood .  Dogma s  who l l y  subve r s i ve  o f  t hem  
w e r e  r e c e i v e d  i n s t e a d .  T h e  g r a c e  w h i c h  r e - 
d e e m s  a n d  r e n e w s  t h e  s i n n e r ,  a n d  w h i c h  i t  i s  
t h e  ma in  d e s i gn  o f  t h e  B ib l e  t o  i n cu l c a t e ,  wa s  
l o s t  s i g h t  o f .  N o t h i n g  w a s  r e g a r d e d  b u t  s u c h  
mat te r s  a s  the  e f f i cacy  o f  penance  and indu lgen- 
ce s ,  the  na tu re  o f  pu rga to ry  and  t r an sub s t an t i a - 
t ion ,  and  o ther  th ing s  a s  cont r a ry  to  the  l e s sons  
of the Bible as Belial is to the Christ of God.

T h e  p r i e s t l y  o f f i c e  o f  J e s u s ,  w h o  i s  t h e  o n l y  
a ton ing  s ac r i f i ce  and  the  one  Med i a to r  be tween  
G o d  a n d  m e n ,  w a s  n o  l e s s  i n v a d e d .  T h e  d o c -
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t r i n e  t h a t  h u m a n  m e r i t  c a n  a v a i l  t o  p u r c h a s e  
s a lva t ion d i sp l aced  tha t  mos t  fundamenta l  a r t i c l e  
o f  Ch r i s t i a n i t y ,  t h a t  r em i s s i on  o f  s i n s  a nd  t h e  
g i f t  o f  e te rna l  l i f e  i s  th rough f a i th  a lone .  I t  was  
h e l d ,  t h a t  t h e  s a c r a m e n t s  o f  t h e m s e l v e s  h a d  
powe r  t o  s a n c t i f y  t h e  r e c i p i e n t s ;  a l t hough  t h e  
go spe l  den i e s  a l l  e f f i c a cy  to  fo rms  and  ce remo- 
nies ,  a s ide f rom the specia l  inf luence of  the Holy  
S p i r i t .  O the r  med i a t o r s  w i t h  God  we r e  s e t  up  
by  the  s ide  o f  Je sus ,  and even above h im,  in  the  
a f f e c t i o n  a n d  c o n f i d e n c e  o f  t h e  w o r s h i p e r s .  
F u l l  f a i t h  w a s  g i v e n  t o  a l l  m a n n e r  o f  a b s u r d  
mi r ac l e s ,  a l l eged  to  be  wrought  by  he rmi t s ,  and  
departed saints, and other celestial beings.

“Such tales monastic fablers taught, 
	 Their kindred strain the minstrels caught; 
	 A web of finer texture they 
	 Wrought from the rich romantic lay.” 

The  v i r g i n  mo the r ;  w i t h  a  ho s t  o f  ma r t y r s  o f  
a l l  s o r t s ,  r e a l  a n d  f a b u l o u s ;  w i t h  n u m b e r l e s s  
s a in t s ,  many o f  them of  uncer ta in  ex i s tence ,  and  
o ther s  o f  ve ry  dub ious  s anc t i ty ;  wi th  good sp i r - 
i t s  a nd  l e g end a r y  a n g e l s :  a l l  t h e s e  we r e  r e l i e d  
upon  in  vows  and  p r aye r s ,  t o  the  i n ju ry  o f  t he  
Redeemer ’ s  e x c l u s i v e  r i gh t  t o  s t and  and  i n t e r - 
cede between the sinner and his God.

The s e  i n f r a c t i on s  o f  h i s  c l a im s  we r e  a t t ended  
b y  t h e  u s u r p a t i on  o f  Ch r i s t ’ s  k i n g l y  o f f i c e .  I n 
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d e s p i t e  o f  h i s  j u s t  p r e r o g a t i v e  t o  b e  s u p r e m e  
Head  and  L awg i v e r  i n  h i s  own  k i ngdom,  men ,  
a s s um ing  t o  a c t  b y  h i s  a u t ho r i t y ,  d a r e d  t o  s e t  
a s ide  h i s  l aws ,  and  supp l an t  them by  ord inance s  
o f  t h e i r  o w n  i n v e n t i o n .  T h e  S o n  o f  G o d  h a d  
prescr ibed the terms of  membersh ip  and commu- 
nion in  the church which he had purchased wi th  
h i s  o w n  b l o o d ,  a n d  t h e  m o d e  o f  d e a l i n g  w i t h  
o f f ender s :  he  had  depos i t ed  wi th  the  church  the  
s a c r e d  ‘ powe r  o f  t h e  k e y s ’  whe r ew i t h  t o  b i nd  
and  loose :  he  had  ind ica ted  the  cha rac te r  o f  the  
o f f i c e r s  unde r  h i s  gove rnmen t ,  and  de f i ned  the  
n a t u r e  o f  t h e i r  a u t ho r i t y  a nd  t h e i r  du t i e s :  a nd  
he had s tamped upon hi s  worship and ordinances  
a  s imp l i c i t y  becoming  to  the i r  s p i r i t u a l  cha r a c - 
t e r .  B u t  a  u s u r p i n g  h i e r a r c h y ,  e n g r o s s i n g  a  
power  be long ing  to  none  bu t  Chr i s t ,  h ad  ove r - 
t u rn ed  a l l  h i s  en a c tmen t s ;  a nd  i n s t i t u t ed  c e r e - 
monie s  and  modes  o f  wor sh ip  u t t e r l y  fo re ign  to  
h i s  w i l l ;  and  impo sed  t e rms  o f  commun ion  and  
o f f i c e  i n  t h e  c h u r c h ,  t o t a l l y  r e p u g n a n t  t o  t h e  
d i v i n e l y  a ppo i n t ed  o r d e r  a nd  d i s c i p l i n e  o f  t h e  
house of God.

S u c h  w e r e  t h e  g r o s s  a b u s e s  a n d  c o r r u p t i o n s  
which  had  long  p reva i l ed ,  be fo re  the  Pro te s t an t  
Reformat ion,—that  mora l  equator  o f  the  wor ld ’ s  
h i s t o r y .  I t  h a d  b e come  n e c e s s a r y  t o  ‘ p r ov e  a l l  
t h i n g s ’ ;  a nd  r e j e c t i n g  t h e  e v i l ,  t o  ho l d  f a s t  t o 
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tha t  wh i ch  i s  good .  One  o f  the  o ld  d iv ine s  h a s  
co r r e c t l y  s a i d :—‘The  r e fo rmer s  d i s c l a imed  on ly  
the  u l ce r s  and  so re s ,  no t  wha t  was  sound in  the  
existing church.’

N o w  i n  E n g l a n d ,  d u r i n g  t h e  r e i g n s  o f  t h e  
e i gh th  Hen ry  and  s ome  o f  h i s  n ex t  s u c c e s s o r s ,  
t he  need fu l  r e fo rma t ion  had  advanced  so  f a r  a s  
to terminate the open infract ions  of  Chri s t ’ s  pro- 
phe t i c a l  a nd  p r i e s t l y  o f f i c e s .  The  doc t r i n e s  h e  
t a u g h t  w e r e  o p e n l y  p r o f e s s e d  o n c e  m o r e :  a n d  
f r ee  s a lva t ion  by  h i s  a tonement  and  in te rce s s ion  
was now preached again.

Bu t  h e r e  t h e  wo rk  c ame  t o  a  s t a nd .  The  i n - 
va s ions  o f  the  roya l  and  l eg i s l a t i ve  o f f i ce  o f  the  
S a v i o u r  w e r e  n o t  r e d r e s s e d .  T h e  o n l y  a l t e r a - 
t i o n  w a s  a  c h a n g e  o f  u s u r p e r s .  T h e  p o p e  a n d  
h i s  myrmidons  were  ca s t  out  on ly  to  make room  
for another set  who cla imed to be heads and law- 
make r s  t o  t h a t  c i t y  o f  God ,  wh i ch  owed  a l l e - 
g i a n c e  a n d  o b e d i e n c e  i n  t h e s e  m a t t e r s  t o  t h e  
Lord alone.

T h e  A n g l i c a n  C h u r c h  h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  t h o r - 
o u g h l y  p u r g e d  f r o m  t h e  r e m n a n t s  o f  p o p e r y .  
They,  who f i r s t  took the work in hand,  were not  
ab l e ,  i n  con sequence  o f  the  p rema tu re  dea th  o f  
t h e  s i x th  Edwa rd ,  t o  c a r r y  i t  on  s o  f a r  a s  t h ey  
i n t e nd e d .  And  s u c h  a s  c ame  a f t e r  t h em  s t r o v e  
ra ther ,  so far  a s  they could,  to ret race thei r  s teps 
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t o w a r d  t h e  r e c e n t l y  f o r s a k e n  B a b y l o n .  I t  w a s  
not  without reason that  one of  the divines  of  the  
C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d  e x c l a i m e d : — ‘ W h a t  n e e d ,  
hath reformat ion i t se l f  to be f requent ly reformed,  
s e e ing  co r rup t ion s  w i l l  s o  qu i ck l y  c r e ep  the r e - 
i n t o . ’  T h a t  C h u r c h  r e t a i n e d  s o  m u c h  o f  t h e  
e s s ence  o f  pope ry ,  t h a t  Rome ,  t o  t h i s  d ay ,  h a s  
never  g iven up the hope that  her  vagrant  daugh- 
t e r  w i l l  y e t  r e t u r n  t o  h e r  e m b r a c e s .  S a y s  E d - 
w a r d  W e s t o n ,  a  J e s u i t  i n  t h e  t i m e  o f  H e n r y  
V I I I ;—‘The  Eng l i s h  d rove  t he  pope  ou t  o f  t h e  
kingdom so has t i ly ,  that  they forced him to leave  
h i s  g a r m e n t s  b e h i n d  h i m :  a n d  n o w  t h e y  p u t  
them on ,  and ,  l i ke  so  many  p l aye r s  a c t ing  the i r  
pa r t s ,  they  dance  in  them in  a  way  o f  t r iumph. ’  
And the b loody Bonner ,  then Bi shop of  London,  
p l a y fu l l y  r ema rked ,  i n  a l l u s i on  t o  t he  s upe r s t i - 
t i o n s  w h i c h  w e r e  r e t a i n e d ; — ‘ I f  t h e y  s u p  o f  
our  b ro th ,  they  wi l l  soon  ea t  o f  our  bee f ! ’  The  
a r chb i shop  o f  Spa l a to ,  who  came  to  Eng l and  in  
1616 ,  dec la re s  in  a  l e t te r  to  b i shop Hal l ,  tha t  he  
saw nothing reformed there but the bare doctr ine  
o f  the  church .  I t  i s  no t  s t r ange ,  the re fo re ,  th a t  
a  s t r ong  t endency  t owa rd  Rome  h a s  b e en  eve r  
b e t r a y i n g  i t s e l f  i n  t h a t  qu a r t e r .  B i s hop  Tay l o r  
cons ide red  h i s  church  to  be  s epa r a t ed  f rom tha t  
o f  R o m e  m e r e l y  b y  ‘ a  p a p e r  w a l l ’ .  A n d  
t hough  s ome  ex c e l l e n t  men  h ave  a f f i rmed  t h a t 
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t h e  s a i d  p a p e r  w a l l  w a s  ‘ j u s t  t h e  t h i c k n e s s  o f  
t h e  B ib l e ’ ,  o the r  men  have  f ound  no  d i f f i cu l t y  
i n  s u r m o u n t i n g  i t ,  a n d  g e t t i n g  b a c k  i n t o  t h e  
I t a l i a n  f o l d .  T h e  c h u r c h  t h e o r y  o f  t h e  A n g l i - 
c a n s  i s  t h e  s a m e  a s  t h a t  o f  t h e  R o m a n i s t s .  
Both  communions  a re  ba sed  upon the  s ame pre- 
t e n s i o n s :  t h e y  r e s t  a l i k e  o n  t h a t  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  
f i gmen t ,  wh i ch  i s  m i s c a l l ed  ‘ apo s to l i c a l  s ucce s - 
s i on ’ .  I f  t h i s  be  a  good  r e a son  fo r  be ing  a  p r e - 
lat i s t ,  i t  i s  a far s tronger reason for being a papist .  
The  pope  u rge s  the  s ame  a rgument s  ag a in s t  the  
p r e l a t i s t s ,  t h a t  t h e s e  l a t t e r  u s e  a g a i n s t  u s :  a nd  
t h e  s a m e  r e a s o n s  j u s t i f y  i t s  f o r  d i s o w n i n g  t h e  
s u p r e m a c y  o f  t h e  p r e l a t e s ,  w h i c h  j u s t i f y  t h e m  
f o r  d i sown ing  the  sup r emacy  o f  t he  pope .  I t  i s  
na tura l  tha t  the  h igh  churchmen o f  Eng land  and  
e l s ewhe re  shou ld  s i gh  f o r  s uch  a  r e conc i l i a t i on  
a s  might  procure  an  endor sement  o f  the i r  c l a ims  
by  the  p re t ended  succe s so r s  to  S t  Pe t e r ’ s  cha i r .  
I t  i s  e a s y  to  unde r s t and  the  z e a l  o f  t he  Ox fo rd  
d iv ine s ,  whose  l abour s  threa ten  to  g ive  occa s ion  
fo r  r enewing  the  compla in t  o f  a r chb i shop  Laud ,  
‘ a  m a n  w h o m  i t  i s  a n  a c t  o f  s e l f - d e n i a l  t o  
n a m e  w i t h o u t  s o m e  e p i t h e t  o f  r e p r o a c h . ’  I n  
h i s  d y i n g  s p e e c h ,  h e  s a i d ; — ‘ T h e  C h u r c h  o f  
Eng l and  i s  become  l i ke  an  oak ,  c l e f t  t o  sh i ve r s  
with wedges made out of its own body.’

John  Cot ton ,  and  o the r  Pur i t an s ,  r ega rded  the 
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Church  o f  Eng l and  a s  woe fu l l y  d i s s en t i ng  f rom  
t h e  t r u e  Chu r ch  o f  Ch r i s t ,  b y  h e r  mak i ng  t h e  
mona r ch  o f  t h e  r e a lm  he r  h e ad  and  ru l e r .  The  
k i n g  o f  B r i t a i n ,  s a y  t h e y ,  i s  a  ‘ p r o t e s t a n t  i n  
t a k i n g ,  n o t  i n  g i v i n g . ’  H o n e s t  F u l l e r  s a y s ; — 
‘ T h e  p o p e  b e i n g  d e a d  i n  E n g l a n d ,  t h e  k i n g  
wa s  f ound  h i s  h e i r  a t  common  l aw ,  a s  t o  mo s t  
o f  the  power  and  pro f i t  the  o ther  had  u surped . ’  
Thi s  impious  int rus ion of  an ear th ly  pr ince ,  who  
migh t  o f t en t imes  be  a  mons te r  o f  p ro f l i g acy ,  o r  
pe rhap s  a  mere  ch i l d ,  a  g i r l ,  i n to  the  th rone  o f  
Z ion ’ s  K ing ,  wa s  more  t h an  t h e  Pu r i t an s ,  e v e r  
j ea lous  for  the  r ight s  and honours  o f  the i r  Lord ,  
c o u l d  b r o o k .  T h e y  f e l t  t h a t  ‘ t h e  c h u r c h  b y  
l a w  e s t a b l i s h e d ’  h a d  d i s s e n t e d  f r o m  t h e  t r u e ,  
ba s i s  o f  the  church  o f  God ,  becau se  he r  a r t i c l e s  
o f  f a i th  and  f r ame o f  government  re s t ed  on  ac t s  
o f  p a r l i amen t ,  wh i ch  h a s  powe r  t o  n ew  mode l  
her  a t  wi l l :  wherea s  she  shou ld  have  s tood upon  
t h e  s i m p l e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d .  
O s b o r n e  o b s e r v e s ,  i n  h i s  M e m o i r s  o f  Q u e e n  
E l i z a b e t h ;—‘The  doc t r i n e  p ro f e s s e d  mo s t  g en - 
e r a l l y  i n  Eng l a nd ,  bo r e  i n  f o r e i gn  n a t i on s  t h e  
n a m e  o f  p a r l i a m e n t  f a i t h ’ . *  T h i s  p h r a s e  o f t e n  
occurs in the letters of Erasmus.

Now t h e  Pu r i t a n s  d emanded ,  i n  t h e  n ame  o f 

*	 Parliamentaria fides.
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t h e  L o r d ,  t h a t  h i s  r o y a l  p o w e r  a n d  p r i v i l e g e  
s h o u l d  b e  r e s t o r e d  t o  h i m .  N e w  E n g l a n d  h a d  
h e r  ‘ j u d i c i o u s  H o o k e r ’ ,  h i m  o f  H a r t f o r d ,  t h e  
fe l low-voyager with John Cotton to these shores .  
This  good man thus explains the object  sought by  
h i m s e l f  a n d  h i s  b r e t h r e n ; — ‘ A s  t h e  p r o p h e t i c a l  
and p r i e s t l y  o f f i ce  o f  Chr i s t ,  was  complete ly  v in- 
d ica ted in  the  f i r s t  t imes  o f  re format ion,  so  now  
t h e  g r e a t  c a u s e  a n d  w o r k  o f  G o d ’ s  r e f o r m i n g  
p eop l e  i s ,  t o  c l e a r  t h e  r i gh t s  o f  Ch r i s t ’ s  k i n g l y  
o f f i c e ,  and  in  the i r  p r ac t i ce  to  s e t  up  h i s  k ing- 
d o m . ’ *  T h e y  r e c e i v e d  t h e  n a m e  o f  P u r i t a n s  
f r om  th e i r  r e s o l u t e  a t t emp t  t o  r e s t o r e  t o  t h e i r  
p r im i t i ve  pu r i t y  t he  Chr i s t i an  f a i t h  and  in s t i t u - 
t i on s ,  a c co rd ing  to  the  p r inc ip l e s  l a i d  down by  
t h e  a d o r a b l e  F o u n d e r  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y .  T h e i r  
s en t imen t s  a r e  thu s  exp re s s ed  by  the  ce l eb r a t ed  
D r  J o h n  O w e n : — ‘ T h e y  w h o  h o l d  c o m m u n i o n  
w i th  the  Lord  J e su s  Chr i s t ,  w i l l  admi t  no th ing ,  
p r a c t i c e  n o t h i n g ,  i n  t h e  w o r s h i p  o f  G o d ,  b u t  
w h a t  t h e y  h a v e  h i s  w a r r a n t  f o r .  U n l e s s  c o m - 
i n g  i n  h i s  n a m e ,  t h e y  w i l l  n o t  h e a r  a n  a n g e l  
f r o m  h e a v e n .  T h e y  k n o w  t h e  a p o s t l e s  t h e m - 
s e l v e s  w e r e  t o  t e a c h  t h e  s a i n t s  o n l y  w h a t  h e  
c o m m a n d e d  t h e m .  A n d  y o u  k n o w  h o w  m a n y  
i n  t h i s  v e r y  n a t i on ,  i n  t h e  d ay s  no t  l ong  s i n c e 

*	 Preface to Survey of Church Discipline.
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pa s s ed ,  y e a ,  how many  thou s and s  l e f t  t he i r  n a - 
t ive  so i l ,  and  went  in to  a  va s t  and  howl ing  wi l - 
de rne s s ,  i n  the  u t t e rmos t  pa r t s  o f  the  wor ld ,  to  
keep  the i r  sou l s  unde f i l ed  and  cha s t e  un to  the i r  
dea r  Lord  Je su s ,  a s  to  th i s  mat te r  o f  h i s  wor sh ip  
and institutions.’* 

I t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  we  s hou ld  unde r s t and  t h e  
p r i n c i p l e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h i s  g r e a t  c o n t r o v e r s y .  
The  Pur i t an s  d id  not  contend fo r  the  abo l i sh ing  
o f  a  f e w  h a r m l e s s  o r  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  c e r e m o n i e s  
mo r e  o r  l e s s .  They  we r e  w i l l i n g ,  i n  t h e  ma i n ,  
t h a t  s uch  a s  cho s e  to  p r a c t i c e  them vo lun t a r i l y  
s h o u l d  d o  s o .  B u t  t h e y  r e s i s t e d  t h e  a r b i t r a r y  
impos i t ion  o f  tho se  ce remonie s  upon those  who  
c o n s c i e n t i o u s l y  d i s l i k e d  t h e m .  A n d  t h e y  r e - 
s i s ted the impos i t ion of  such things  a s  condi t ions  
o f  m e m b e r s h i p  a n d  m i n i s t r y  i n  t h e  c h u r c h ,  
ch i e f l y  bec au s e  t hey  ab roga t ed  the  on l y  cond i - 
t ions  which  Chr i s t  had  seen  f i t  to  e s t ab l i sh ,  and  
p re sumed to  br ing  in  o ther s  by  the  force  o f  hu- 
m a n  e n a c t m e n t s .  T h e y  h e l d ,  t h a t  t h e  a t t e m p t  
t o  a n n u l  t h e  t e r m s  o f  c i t i z e n s h i p  a n d  o f f i c e  
wh i ch  Chr i s t  h ad  dec reed  in  h i s  s p i r i t u a l  k ing- 
dom, and to subs t i tute  and enforce other s  o f  hu- 
m a n  d e v i s i n g ,  w a s  a n  a c t  o f  u s u r p a t i o n ,  a n d  
e s s en t i a l l y  t r ea sonab le  and  rebe l l ious  aga in s t  the  
King of Zion. 

*	 Communion with God.
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To comprehend the  mer i t s  o f  th i s  cont rover sy ,  
w e  a r e  n o t  t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  
po in t s  ob j e c t ed  to  i n  the  f o rms  o f  t he  n a t i ona l  
c h u r c h ,  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  t h e m s e l v e s .  I n  i t s e l f ,  i t  
may  be  o f  ve ry  l i t t l e  con sequence ,  whe the r ,  o r  
no t ,  o r d i n a t i on  s h a l l  b e  e x c l u s i v e l y  p e r f o rmed  
by d iocesans ,—or whether  or  not  the  s ign of  the  
c ro s s  sha l l  be  u s ed  in  bap t i sm,—or  whe the r  the  
e x t e rn a l s  o f  pub l i c  wo r sh i p  s h a l l  b e  p e r f o rmed  
i n  o n e  w a y  o r  a n o t h e r  w a y , — o r  w h e t h e r  t h e  
Lo rd ’ s  Suppe r  s h a l l  b e  r e c e i v ed  i n  t h i s  po s tu r e  
o r  i n  t h a t .  The s e ,  i t  may  b e ,  a r e  sma l l  q u e s t - 
i o n s  t o  d i v i d e  t h e  c h u r c h  a b o u t .  A n d  y e t  i t  
a r gue s  much  more  o f  sma l lne s s  o f  sou l  to  in s i s t  
t h a t  t h ey  s h a l l  a lway s  b e  an swe r ed  i n  one  p a r - 
t i cu l a r  way ,  a s  d id  the  p r e l a t i c a l  p a r t y ,  t h an  to  
in s i s t  tha t  every  one  shou ld  en joy  h i s  own pre f - 
e r e n c e  i n  s u c h  m a t t e r s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  f r e e  
s p i r i t  o f  Chr i s t i an i t y ,  a s  d id  the  Pur i t an s .  They  
c a r ed  the  l e s s  whe the r  the s e  th ing s  were  e s s en- 
t i a l  o r  no t .  Bu t  i t  b e c ame  a  que s t i on  o f  aw fu l  
m a g n i t u d e ,  w h e n  t h e y  b e g a n  t o  a s k ,  B y  w h a t  
r i g h t  d o  m e n ,  s e t t i n g  a s i d e  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  o f  
C h r i s t ,  a s s u m e  t o  s a y ; — ‘ C o n f o r m  t o  o u r  c a n - 
o n s  a n d  d e c r e e s ,  a l b e i t  y o u r  L o r d  h a s  n e v e r  
en jo ined  them:  e l s e  you  sh a l l  h ave  no  p l a c e  i n  
t h e  hou s e  o f  God ! ’  I n  t h i s  impe r i ou s  d emand ,  
t h e  P u r i t a n s  s a w  n o t  o n l y  a n  a c t  o f  g r i e v o u s 
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tyranny over  the consc iences  of  the di sc ip les ,  the  
f ree-born chi ldren of  the  house ;  but  they behe ld  
an  appa l l ing  inva s ion o f  the  exc lu s ive  r ight s  and  
d i gn i t i e s  o f  t he  Lo rd  and  Ma s t e r  o f  t he  hou s e - 
ho ld .  I t  wa s  no t  mere ly  aga in s t  the  unr igh teous  
exc lu s i on  o f  f a i t h fu l  men  f rom the  commun ion  
of  the church and i t s  covenanted mercies ,  aga ins t  
w h i c h  o u r  f a t h e r s  p r o t e s t e d ;  b u t  i t  w a s  m u c h  
mo r e  a g a i n s t  p r o c e ed i ng s  s o  d e rog a t o r y  t o  t h e  
g l o r y  o f  t h e  Med i a t o r ’ s  t h rone .  Even  s u ch  t r i - 
v i a l  a f f a i r s  a s  c ruc i f i x e s  and  su rp l i c e s  a cqu i r e  a  
magni tude not  proper ly  be longing to them, when  
they t rench upon our  a l l eg iance to  the  Pr ince  o f  
l i f e .  L e t  i t  c o s t  wha t  i t  w i l l ,  t h e  s up r eme  and  
u n d i v i d e d  s o v e r e i g n t y  a n d  h e a d s h i p  o f  C h r i s t  
over  a l l  th ings  per t a in ing  to  the  church mus t  be  
preserved inviolate and entire.

Our  l a t e r  f a t h e r s ,  i n  t h e  r e vo lu t i on a r y  t ime s ,  
a c t e d  l i k e  s o u n d  p o l i t i c a l  p u r i t a n s .  T h o s e  
s t aunch Bos t on  boy s  d id  not  make  one  g rea t  t ea- 
po t  o f  ou r  ha rbour ,  and  t i nge  i t s  wa t e r s ,  a s  we  
s a y ,  w i t h  t h a t  g r e e n i s h  c e r u l e a n  h u e  w h i c h  i t  
h a s  n e v e r  l o s t : — t h e y  d i d  n o t  t h u s  h a s t e n  t h e  
g lor ious  independence o f  these  co lonie s ,  because  
they  were  too  penur ious  to  pay  fo r  the  Chine se  
l e a f  t h r e e  p e n c e  i n  t h e  p o u n d  m o r e  t h a n  w a s  
p rope r .  Oh  no :—i t  wa s  bec au s e  they  w i th s tood  
t h e  od iou s  and  t y r ann i c a l  p r i n c i p l e  o f  t a x a t i on 
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w i t h o u t  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .  T h e y  s t o o d  f o r  t h e  
r i g h t  w h i c h ,  B u r k e  s a y s ,  ‘ t h e  A n g l o - S a x o n  
r a c e  h a v e  c l a i m e d  i n  a l l  a g e s ,  o f  b e i n g  t a x e d  
on ly  w i th  the i r  own con sen t . ’  They  were  r e ad- 
i e r  t o  d i e  t h an  t o  s ubmi t  t o  t h i s  p a l t r y  impo r t  
du ty :  fo r  they  s aw tha t  i t  wa s  de s igned  to  s anc- 
t ion  a  p rac t i ce  which  mus t  wre s t  f rom them the  
m o s t  c h e r i s h e d  o f  t h e i r  B r i t i s h  l i b e r t i e s ,  a n d  
b r i n g  i n  a  t hou s a nd  f o rm s  o f  o pp r e s s i on  upon  
them and their posterity.

Pos s ib ly ,  some of  the  ceremonies  o f  the  church  
may  have  been  once  innocen t ,  and  even  u se fu l ,  
l i k e  the  vene r ab l e  s i gn  o f  the  c ro s s .  Bu t  when ,  
by  long  abuse ,  they  had  come to  be  in sepa r ab ly  
coup led  wi th  super s t i t ion ,  the re  was  good cau se  
why the  observance o f  them,  a t  l ea s t  the  c ompu l - 
s o r y  o b s e r v a n c e ,  s h o u l d  c e a s e .  A m o n g  t h e  
commendab le  ac t ions  o f  the  p ious  Hezek iah ,  we  
r ead  tha t  he  ‘b r ake  in  p i ece s  the  b r azen  s e rpen t  
t h a t  Mose s  h ad  made ;  f o r  un to  t ho s e  d ay s ,  t h e  
ch i ld ren  o f  I s r ae l  d id  burn  incense  to  i t ;  and  he  
c a l l ed  i t ,  Nehu sh t an ’ ;—tha t  i s ,  a  mere  p i e ce  o f  
b r a s s .  N o w  t h i s  w a s  a  m o s t  p r e c i o u s  r e l i c  o f  
a n t i qu i t y .  By  mean s  o f  i t ,  God  h ad  w rough t  a  
m o s t  w o n d e r f u l  d e l i v e r a n c e  f o r  h i s  p e o p l e .  I t  
w a s  e v e n  a  t y p e  o f  t h e  M e s s i a h  h i m s e l f ,  w h o  
s h o u l d  y e t  b e  u p l i f t e d  b y  t h e  g o s p e l  e v e n  ‘ a s  
Mose s  l i f t ed  up  tha t  s e rpen t  in  the  w i lde rne s s ’ , 
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s o  t h a t  p e r i s h i n g  s ou l s  m i gh t  l ook  t o  h im  and  
l i ve .  And  ye t  the  J ewi sh  k ing ,  l i ke  a  god ly  and  
z e a l ou s  Pu r i t a n ,  a s  i n  h i s  t ime  h e  wa s ,  d a s h ed  
i t  t o  f r agmen t s ,  t h a t  i t  shou ld  no  more  be  pe r - 
ver ted to idola t rous  purposes .  They who approve  
th i s  deed ,  wh ich  God  h imse l f  app roved ,  c anno t  
but justify the image-breaking of our fathers.

The  chu r ch  h ad  become  enc ru s t ed  w i th  many  
s u c c e s s i v e  l a y e r s  o f  c o r r u p t  i n n o v a t i o n .  F o r  
a g e s ,  t h e s e  a c c r e t i o n s  h a d  b e e n  f o r m i n g  o n e  
u p o n  a n o t h e r .  T h e  w i s h  o f  t h e  P u r i t a n s  w a s ,  
t o  p e e l  o f f  t h e s e  l a m i n a ;  a n d  t o  r e m o v e  t h e m  
a l l ,  t i l l  t hey  shou ld  come  down to  the  o r i g in a l  
p rope r  sub s t ance  o f  the  Church .  They  were  fo r  
unwind ing  t he  i n t e rm inab l e  mummy-c lo th s ,  by  
w h i c h  t h e  C h u r c h  h a d  b e e n  n e a r l y  b a n d a g e d  
i n t o  a  co rp s e ;  a nd  s o  r e s t o r i ng  h e r  t o  l i f e  a nd  
en joyment ,  to  beauty  and ac t ion .  They fo l lowed  
the  p l an  o f  s t r i pp ing  o f f  a l l  t ho se  u s age s  wh ich  
cou ld  no t  p l e ad  the  r eco rded  in sp i r a t ion  o f  the  
Bib le  in  the i r  f avour .  They re jec ted every  canon  
and  cus tom,  o f  whose  or ig in  they  cou ld  te l l  the  
date, and of whose originators they could give the  
n a m e s .  A n d  w h e n  a l l  t h e s e  f o r e i g n ,  u n c o n g e - 
n i a l  a nd  i n j u r i ou s  i n v en t i on s ,  wh i ch  h ad  b e en  
super imposed  upon the  pr imi t ive  d i s c ip l ine ,  had  
been removed,  they  found a s  the  re su l t ,  our  no- 
b l e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  C h u r c h  P o l i t y .  T a k e  a n y 
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ex i s t ing  Church ,  and  depr ive  i t  o f  a l l  the  pecu- 
l i a r i t i e s  f o r  wh i ch  i t  i s  i ndeb t ed  t o  man ,  un t i l  
no th ing  i s  l e f t  bu t  wha t  i s  o f  d iv ine  in s t i tu t ion ,  
a nd  t h e  pu r e  S c r i p t u r a l  r e s i duum,  t hu s  pu r g ed  
o f  human  adu l t e r a t ion s ,  w i l l  be  s imp le  Congre- 
g a t i o n a l i s m .  T h i s  s y s t e m  o f  C h u r c h  p o l i t y ,  
per fect ly  accords  wi th the genius  of  Chr i s t i an i ty ,  
and is instinct with the free spirit of our religion.

F o r  r e d u c i n g  t h e i r  v i e w s  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  
Church government to pract ice,  and for  act ing in  
accordance with their convictions, it is well known  
t h a t  ou r  f a t h e r s  we r e  v e r y  r ough l y  h and l ed  by  
tho se  who c l a imed  to  be  the i r  ecc l e s i a s t i c a l  su- 
pe r io r s .  The  pe r s ecu ted  men  submi t t ed  to  the i r  
s u f f e r i n g s  f o r  t h e  L o r d ’ s  s a k e .  I t  w a s  n o  p a r t  
o f  the i r  po l i cy ,  to  conduc t  themse lve s  so  out r a- 
geou s l y ,  a s ,  i n  a  manner ,  to  compe l  mag i s t r a t e s  
t o  r e s t r a i n ,  o r  m o b s  t o  a s s a i l  t h e m .  T h e y  d i d  
not  f i r s t  by  the i r  mi sbehav iour ,  neces s i t a te  a  tu- 
mu l t uou s  oppo s i t i o n ;  a nd  t h en  r a i s e  a  p i t e ou s  
c r y  o f  ‘ P e r s e c u t i o n !  p e r s e c u t i o n ! ’  T h e  p l a n  
o f  t r a d i n g  i n  t h i s  s o r t  o f  c a p i t a l ,  a n d  m a k i n g  
the i r  ga in s  out  o f  the  sympathy  o f  a  s i l l y  mul t i - 
tude  l ed  away  by  such  t r i ck s  o f ,  ‘mora l  re form’ ,  
wa s  an  inven t ion  o f  a f t e r  t ime s .  When  i t  cou ld  
b e  a vo i d ed ,  ou r  f a t h e r s  s hunned  t h e  s t r ok e  o f  
o p p r e s s i o n ,  a n d  s h i e l d e d  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  e v e r y  
j u s t i f i a b l e  w a y .  B u t  w h e n  i t  w a s  i n e v i t a b l e , 
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they  me t  i t  c a lm ly  and  cour ageou s l y ,  they  bo re  
i t  meek l y  and  p iou s l y ,  a s  t he  cha s t en ing  o f  t he  
L o r d .  I n  L u t h e r ’ s  T a b l e  D i s c o u r s e s ,  w e  f i n d  
t h a t  b o l d  r e f o r m e r  s a y i n g ; — ‘ W h e n  g o v e r n o r s  
and  ru l e r s  a r e  enemie s  to  God ’ s  word ,  then  our  
duty  i s  to  depar t ,  to  se l l  o r  fo r s ake  a l l  we have ,  
to  f ly  f rom one p lace  to  another ,  a s  Chr i s t  com- 
m a n d e t h .  W e  m u s t  m a k e  a n d  p r e p a r e  n o  
u p r o a r s  a n d  t u m u l t s ,  b y  r e a s o n  o f  t h e  g o s p e l ;  
but we must suffer all things.’

T h u s  d i d  t h e  P u r i t a n s .  W h e n  a  p a r i s h  m i n - 
i s t e r  i n  Eng l and ,  f ound  any  o f  t h e  p r a c t i c e s  o f  
the  Nat iona l  Church  to  be  cont r a ry  to  the  s im- 
p l i c i ty  and obed ience  o f  Chr i s t ,  he  d i scont inued  
the  u s e  o f  t hem.  He  abandoned  one  such  po in t  
a f t e r  a n o t h e r ,  a s  f a s t  a s  h i s  c o n s c i e n c e  w a s  
en l i gh t ened  i n  r e s pec t  t o  t hem.  Meanwh i l e ,  he  
k e p t  q u i e t l y  a l o n g  i n  t h e  d i s c h a r g e  o f  a l l  h i s  
m in i s t e r i a l  f unc t i on s .  I f  t he  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  pow- 
e r s  t ook  no  no t i c e  o f  h i s  non-con fo rmi t y  a s  t o  
t h e i r  un r i gh t eou s  r e gu l a t i on s ,  a s  wa s  o f t en  t h e  
c a s e  fo r  con s ide r ab l e  pe r iod s  toge the r ,  the  man  
o f  God laboured peace fu l ly  and zea lous ly  for  the  
s a lva t ion  o f  the  f lock  commit ted  to  h i s  c a re ,  by  
the providence of  the grea t  Head of  the Church.  
When  a t  l a s t  t he  v i g i l an t  eye  o f  o f f i c i a l  de spo- 
t i sm,  took not ice  of  h i s  Pur i tani sm,  he sought  to  
screen himse l f  f rom the coming s torm, by ca l l ing 
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t o  h i s  a i d  s u c h  p r o t e c t o r s  a s  h e  c o u l d  f i n d .  
W h e n  s u c h  m e a n s  f a i l e d ,  a n d  w a r r a n t s  w e r e  
i s sued  fo r  h i s  a r r e s t  and  impr i sonment ,  he  then  
‘ f l ed  f rom one  c i t y  to  ano the r ’ ;  he  e i t he r  con- 
c e a l e d  h im s e l f  among  f r i e nd s ,  t i l l  t h e  t empe s t  
s hou l d  b l ow  ove r ,  o r  s t r ove  t o  e s c ape  t h rough  
po r t s  s t r i c t l y  gua rded  to  p r even t  h i s  d epa r tu r e ,  
a nd  l i v e  a s  a n  ex i l e  i n  s ome  f o r e i gn  l a nd .  Bu t  
i f  he fe l l  into the hands of  those who would lord  
i t  over  a  consc ience  which  re fu sed  obed ience  in  
sp i r i tua l  mat te r s  to  any but  Chr i s t ,  he  then sub- 
m i t t ed  w i t h  d i gn i f i e d  r e s i gn a t i on ,  t o  t h e  p a i n s  
and pena l t ie s  o f  the l aw.  He re fused to renounce  
h i s  Mas te r ;  but  he  re fused not  to  su f fe r  for  h im.  
Of  such ,  some ,  sub j ec t ed  to  f ine s  and  con f i s c a - 
t ions ,  ‘ took joyfu l ly  the spoi l ing of  the i r  goods ’ ;  
‘ a n d  o t h e r s  h a d  t r i a l  o f  c r u e l  m o c k i n g s  a n d  
s courg ing s ,  yea ,  moreove r  o f  bonds  and  impr i s - 
o n m e n t ’ ;  a n d  o t h e r s  s t i l l  ‘ r e f u s e d  n o t  t o  d i e ,  
for the name of the Lord Jesus.’

W h e n  e x t r u d e d  f r o m  t h e i r  p a r i s h  c h u r c h e s ,  
t h e y  me t ,  i n  r e t i r e d  p l a c e s ,  s u ch  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  
f l o ck s  a s  s ough t  t he i r  i n s t r u c t i on s ,  w i th  a  l ove  
for the truth which surmounted the sense of peri l ;  
f o r  t h e  a rm  o f  powe r  s ough t  t o  s upp r e s s  t h e s e  
‘ c o n v e n t i c l e s ’ ,  a s  t h e y  w e r e  o p p r o b r i o u s l y  
t e r m e d .  A n d  y e t ,  o r i g i n a l l y ,  t h i s  w a s  a  m o s t  
honourary name;  for  the pr imit ive churches  were
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c a l l e d  ‘ c o n v e n t i c l e s ’ ,  b y  t h e  p a g a n  e m p e r o r s ,  
i n  t ho s e  d a y s  when  t h e  Roman  swo rd  d r i p p ed  
with an unceasing stream of martyr’s blood.* 

W h e n  d r i v e n  f o r t h  a s  b a n i s h e d  m e n ,  o u r  
f a ther s  d id  not  f ee l  tha t  they  were  for s ak ing  the  
s a c r ed  c au se  o f  the  go spe l .  The i r  ex i l e  to  the se  
we s t e r n  s ho r e s  wa s  a  c on f e s s i on  t h a t  t h e  f a i t h  
w a s  d e a r e r  t o  t h e m ,  t h a n  a l l  t h e  c h e r i s h e d  
o b j e c t s  o f  a t t a c h m e n t  t h e y  l e f t  b e h i n d .  T h e y  
t hu s  ev inced  how much  they  ‘ p r e f e r r ed  J e ru s a - 
l e m  a b o v e  t h e i r  c h i e f  j o y . ’  T h e y  r e g a r d e d  
t he i r  exodu s  f rom the  l and  o f  bondage ,  a s  ‘ no t  
a  f l i g h t  f r o m  d u t y ,  b u t  u n t o  d u t y . ’  H e r e  t h e y  
were  enab l ed  to  bea r  a  more  dec ided  t e s t imony  
a g a i n s t  t h e  i n t e rm i x t u r e  o f  human  i n v en t i on s ,  
w i t h  d i v i n e  o r d i n a n c e s ,  t h a n  t h e y  c o u l d  h a v e  
d o n e  e l s e w h e r e .  H e r e  o n l y ,  c o u l d  t h e y  m a i n - 
t a i n  i n  t h e i r  pu r i t y ,  t h e  wo r sh i p  and  po l i t y  o f  
t h e  g o s p e l .  W e  s e e  t h e  w i s d o m  o f  G o d  i n  
t ransp lant ing them to these vacant  deser t s ,  whose  
r e m o t e n e s s  m a d e  t h e m  m o r e  f i t  f o r  f r e e  a n d  
un t r amme l ed  i nqu i r y  f o r  t h e  o rd in ance s  o f  t h e  
B i b l e .  H e r e  n o  a n t i q u a t e d  p r e j u d i c e s  r u d e l y  
t hwa r t e d  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  m ind .  No  f r own ing  
c a t h ed r a l ,  w i t h  g l oomy  pomp ,  p r ed i s po s ed  t h e  
m i n d  o f  t h e  w o r s h i p e r  t o  a c c o r d  w i t h  u s a g e s ,

*	 A r n o b i u s ,  L i b .  4 .  E d .  L u g d . ,  p   1 5 2 .  L a c t a n t i u s ,  I n s t .  L i b .  5 .  
c. 11. De Morte Persec. cc. 15, 34, 36, 48.
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which,  for  centur ie s ,  had obscured the  evange l i - 
c a l  s i nce r i t y .  Amid  the  a i s l e s  o f  the  fo r e s t ,  and  
benea th  the  dome o f  heaven ,  su r rounded by  na- 
ture in i t s  pr i s t ine s tate,  as  yet ,  untouched by art ;  
env i r oned  by  t h e  wo rk s  o f  t h e  C r e a t o r ,  wh i ch  
t h e  h and s  o f  man  h ad  no t  a s s a y ed  t o  r emode l ,  
ou r  f a the r s  r eve r en t l y  he a rkened  to  the  o r a c l e s  
o f  G o d .  I n  t h i s  t e m p l e  n o t  m a d e  w i t h  h a n d s ,  
they  f i r s t  c e l eb r a t ed  tha t  wor sh ip ,  wh ich  i s  no t  
o f  m e r e  h u m a n  a p p o i n t m e n t .  I t  w a s  t h u s ,  i n  
the  wi ldernes s ,  tha t  God gave  to  Mose s  the  pa t- 
t e rn  o f  t h e  t a b e rn a c l e .  I t  wa s  wh i l e  h e  wa s  an  
e x i l e  i n  a n  u n c u l t u r e d  p a r t  o f  C h a l d e a ,  t h a t  
E z e k i e l  s a w  t h e  p l a n  o f  t h e  t e m p l e .  I t  w a s  
dur ing  h i s  ban i shment  to  the  de se r t  i s l e  o f  Pa t - 
mos ,  tha t  the Apost le  behe ld that  g lor ious  v i s ion  
o f  t he  c i t y  o f  God .  And  i t  wa s  amid  the s e  p r i - 
mæva l  so l i tudes ,  tha t  God more  d i s t inc t ly  mani- 
f e s t e d  t o  ou r  p i l g r im  s i r e s ,  t h e  t r u e  f r ame  and  
m o d e l  o f  t h e  p r i m i t i v e  C h u r c h .  H e r e  t h e y  
a f fo rded  a  spec imen o f  the  new heavens  and  the  
n e w  e a r t h ,  ‘ w h i c h ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  p r o m i s e ,  
we look for.’

F o r  h a v i n g  o b e y e d  t h e i r  c o n s c i e n c e s ,  w h i c h  
bid them obey the Bible,—for having fol lowed the  
l e a d i ng  o f  t h e  S c r i p t u r e ,  wh i ch  i s  a t  on c e  t h e  
two-edged sword and roya l  sceptre  of  the Son of  
God  i n  h i s  s p i r i t u a l  k i ngdom,—fo r  r e f u s i n g  t o 
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keep the commandments  and tradi t ions of  men,— 
the  Pur i t ans  have  been covered wi th  reproaches .  
E s p e c i a l l y  h a v e  t h e y  b e e n  c h a r g e d  w i t h  t h e  
o d i o u s  a c c u s a t i o n  o f  s e p a r a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  t r u e  
Church  o f  God ;  b r e ak ing  ou t  o f  he r  enc lo su r e ,  
and ca s t ing themse lves ,  in  a l l  the  presumpt ion of  
unbe l i e f ,  on  the  uncovenan ted  merc i e s  o f  God .  
No  pa in s  h ave  been  sp a r ed  to  he ap  s co rn  upon  
the i r  name ,  and  to  b r and  them wi th  the  od iou s  
crime of schism.

B u t  t h i s  c h a r g e  o f  s c h i s m  t h e y  h u r l e d  b a c k ,  
l i k e  Abd i e l  r ep l y i ng  t o  t h e  p r i n c e  o f  d a rkne s s ,  
‘ w i t h  r e t o r t e d  s c o r n ’ .  O n e  o f  t h e m ,  s p e a k i n g  
o f  the  Laudians ,  and the i r  t r ip le  p lo t  o f  Armini- 
an i sm ,  Roman i sm ,  and  c i v i l  De spo t i sm ,  f o r  the  
p romot ion  o f  a l l  wh i ch  they  so  fu r iou s l y  u rged  
conformi ty ,  makes  the  fo l lowing s t rong remarks :  
‘We da re  no t  be  gu i l t y  o f  the  s ch i sm which  we  
charge upon that  party in the Church of  England:  
and i f  any f ac t ion o f  men wi l l  requi re  the  a s sent  
a nd  con s en t  o f  o t h e r  men  t o  a  v a s t  numbe r  o f  
d i s pu t a b l e  a nd  un i n s t i t u t ed  t h i ng s ,  a nd  u t t e r l y  
r enounce  a l l  Chr i s t i an  communion  wi th  a l l  tha t  
s h a l l  no t  g i ve  th a t  a s s en t  and  con sen t ,  we  look  
upon those to be separatists.’

T h e  P u r i t a n s  d i d  n o t  c o n s i d e r  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  
e x c l u d e d  f r o m  c o m m u n i o n  b y  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  
E n g l a n d ,  b u t  b y  a  s c h i s m a t i c a l  f a c t i o n  w h i c h 
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had  go t t en  the  uppe r  h and  in  th a t  communion .  
T h e y  e v e r  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  t r u e  a n d  
f a i t h f u l  s o n s  o f  t h a t  a n c i e n t  C h u r c h :  ‘ n o r  d i d  
they  th ink  i t  wa s  the i r  moth e r  who tu rned  them  
out  of  doors ’ ,  but  some of  their  mother ’ s  ch i ld r en  
who  we r e  a ng r y  w i t h  t h em ,  a nd  who ,  a bu s i n g  
t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e i r  m o t h e r ,  s o  h a r s h l y  t r e a t e d  
t h em .  They  he l d ,  t h a t  t h e  t r u e  P ro t e s t an t  Re- 
f o rm ing  Chu r ch  o f  Eng l and ,  comprehended  a l l  
f a i t h f u l ,  b a p t i s e d  C h r i s t i a n s ,  h o w e v e r  v a r i a n t ,  
a s  to modes of  bel ie f  and pract ice in les ser  points  
o f  r e l i g ion ,  and  whereve r  d i spe r s ed ,  th roughout  
t h e  t h e n  B r i t i s h  d o m i n i o n s .  T h i s  h o l y  a n d  
catholic fellowship they steadfastly maintained.

They  f e l t  t h a t  i t  wa s  un ju s t  and  l i be lou s ,  t h a t  
t h e y  s h o u l d  b e  s t i g m a t i s e d  a s  S c h i s m a t i c s ,  
mere ly  because  they were  determined,  a s  Chr i s t - 
i a n s  ough t  t o  b e ,  t o  a l l ow  o f  no  un au tho r i s e d  
i n t ru s i on  upon  the  k ing l y  o f f i c e  o f  t he i r  Lo rd .  
T h e y  w e r e  s e n s i b l e ,  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  g r o s s l y  
w ronged  i n  b e i ng  t r e a t e d  a s  h e r e t i c s ,  on l y  f o r  
con forming  to  the  wi l l  o f  Chr i s t ,  in s t ead  o f  the  
wi l l  of  man; and for seeking to res tore the sacred  
s t r e ams  o f  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  u s a g e  t o  t h e  p r im i t i v e  
c h a n n e l s ,  f r o m  w h e n c e  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  d r a w n  
a s i d e  i n t o  s o  m a n y  b r a n c h i n g  c a n a l s  b y  t h e  
i n nov a t o r s  o f  a  do z en  c en t u r i e s .  The  Pu r i t a n s  
agreed with Bi shop St i l l ingf leet  in  the pre face to 
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his Irenicum, that Christ ,  ‘who came to take away  
the insupportab le  yoke of  the Jewish ceremonies ,  
c e r t a i n l y  d i d  neve r  i n t end  t o  g a l l  t h e  ne ck s  o f  
d i s c i p l e s  w i t h  a n o t h e r ,  i n s t e a d  o f  i t ;  a n d  i t  
wou ld  b e  s t r ange ,  i f  t h e  chu r ch  wou ld  r equ i r e  
mo r e  t h an  Ch r i s t  h im s e l f  d i d ;  a nd  make  mo r e  
t e rm s  o f  c ommun ion ,  t h an  ou r  S a v i ou r  d i d  o f  
d i s c i p l e sh i p . ’  ‘The  g r and  commi s s i on  the  apo s - 
t l e s  w e r e  s e n t  o u t  w i t h ,  w a s  o n l y  t o  t e a c h  
w h a t  C h r i s t  h a d  c o m m a n d e d  t h e m ;  n o t  t h e  l e a s t  
int imat ion of  any power given them to impose or  
r equ i r e  any  th ing ,  beyond  wha t  he  h imse l f  h ad  
spoken to  them, or  they were  d i rec ted to  by the  
immed i a t e  gu i d an c e  o f  t h e  Sp i r i t  o f  God . ’  To  
t h e  s t a t u t e s  o f  Ch r i s t ,  p r omu l g a t e d  b y  t h e  i n - 
s p i r e d  A p o s t l e s ,  t h e  P u r i t a n s  e v e r  g l a d l y  s u b - 
m i t t e d .  T h o u g h  t h e y  r e f u s e d  t o  s u b s c r i b e  t o  
p a r l i a m e n t  c a n o n s ,  t h e y  w e r e  a l w a y s  r e a d y  t o  
s ub s c r i b e  t o  t h e  New  Te s t amen t .  When  A r ch - 
b i shop Laud under took to  cu t  o f f  such  member s  
f rom the  Church ,  our  f a the r s  r ega rded  h im a s  a  
man  who  shou ld  b e s t r i d e  one  bough  o f  a  t r e e ,  
and fa l l  to  sawing i t  o f f  between himse l f  and the  
ma i n - t r unk ,  unde r  p r e t en c e  o f  l opp i ng  o f f  t h e  
w h o l e  t r e e !  T h e y  l o o k e d  u p o n  L a u d  a s  t h e  
g r and  S ch i sma t i c ,  who  wa s  d e s t i n ed  t o  c a t ch  a  
s eve re  f a l l  a s  the  re su l t  o f  h i s  s ec t a r i s ing  opera- 
t i on s .  The  l a s t  s t r oke  o f  h i s  a xe ,  he  f e l t  i n  h i s 
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own per son ,  a t  wha t  t ime the  oppre s sed  ro se  up  
in  despera t ion,  i t  ‘ and wronged the wronger  s t i l l  
he rendered right.’

The r e  a r e  many  good  r e a son s  wh i ch  w i l l  j u s - 
t i f y  a  man fo r  t r an s f e r r ing  h i s  covenan t  r e l a t ion  
f r o m  o n e  t r u e  c h u r c h ,  t o  a n o t h e r  s u c h .  N o  
e x c e p t i o n  c a n  b e  t a k e n  a t  t h e  o p i n i o n  o f  D r  
Ame s ;—‘ I f  any ,  wronged  w i th  un ju s t  v ex a t i on ,  
or  provid ing for  h i s  own edi f ica t ion,  or  in  te s t i - 
mony  a g a i n s t  s i n ,  d ep a r t  f r om  a  chu r ch  whe r e  
s o m e  e v i l s  a r e  t o l e r a t e d ,  a n d  j o i n  h i m s e l f  t o  
another  more  pure ,  ye t  wi thout  condemning the  
church he leaveth,  he i s  not  there fore to be he ld  
a s  a  s ch i sma t i c ,  o r  a s  gu i l t y  o f  any  o the r  s i n . ’*  
To  l e ave  even  a  pure  church ,  fo r  one  compara- 
t i ve ly  more  pure ,  p rov ided  i t  be  done  wi th  due  
love  and  re spec t  toward  the  body  which  i s  l e f t ,  
i s  n o  r u p t u r e  o f  s p i r i t u a l  u n i t y ,  o r  b r e a c h  o f  
Z i o n ’ s  p e a c e .  ‘ U n i t y  i n  d i v e r s i t y ,  a n d  d i v e r - 
s i t y  i n  u n i t y , — i s  a  l a w  o f  n a t u r e ,  a n d  a l s o  o f  
t h e  C h u r c h . ’  T h o u g h  e v e r y  t e n t - p i n  w h i c h  
rea l ly  be longs  to  the  t abernac le ,  i s  ha l lowed and  
prec ious ,  we should not  break the cords ,  or  rend  
t h e  Cu r t a i n s  t o  p i e c e s ,  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  d r i v i ng  
every pin with the utmost exactness.

T h e  g u i l t  o f  s c h i s m ,  w h e r e  i t  i s  a c t u a l l y  i n -

*	 Book of Conscience, Book iv: ch. xiv. no 16.
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c u r r e d ,  i s  t e r r i b l e  i n d e e d .  I t  i s  h a t e f u l  i n  t h e  
s i gh t  o f  t h e  Lo rd .  More  rude  t h an  t he  s o l d i e r s  
a t  t h e  c ro s s ,  i t  r end s  a s unde r  h i s  s e am l e s s  v e s - 
t u r e .  Nay  in  i t s  w i l de r  and  more  s av age  exce s - 
ses ,  i t  would f ix i t s  demon c lutches  on hi s  sacred  
and myst ica l  body,  to rend i t ,  i f  that  were pos s i- 
ble, limb from limb.

Now i f  the re  were  any  s ch i sm invo lved  in  the  
w ide  d i v i s i on  o f  s en t imen t s  b e tween  t h e  Pu r i - 
t an s ,  and  the  domineer ing  head s  who were  then  
lo rd ing  i t  ove r  God ’ s  he r i t age ,  we  con tend  tha t  
t h e  f a u l t  l a y  who l l y  w i t h  t h e  l a t t e r .  They  r e - 
f u s ed  to  p a r t  w i th  the  pop i sh  r e l i c s  wh i ch  s t i l l  
h u n g  t h i c k  a b o u t  t h e  ‘ C h u r c h  b y  l a w  e s t a b - 
l i s h ed ’ ,  and  wh i ch  the  f i r s t  r e f o rme r s  h ad  on l y  
l e f t  fo r  a  s ea son ,  t i l l  the  s t a te  o f  pub l i c  op in ion  
among  the  body  o f  t he  peop l e  s hou ld  be  su f f i - 
c ient ly  enl ightened to permit  the ent i re  abol i t ion  
o f  t h e m .  T h o u g h  t h e  t i m e  h a d  c o m e  w h e n  
the se  ve s t ige s  o f  popery  might  have  been peace- 
f u l l y  t h r own  o f f ,  t h e  L aud i a n s  no t  on l y  c l ung  
t enac iou s ly  to  them,  bu t  u sed  eve ry  exe r t ion  to  
res tore as  much as  poss ib le  of  the accursed Baby- 
l on i s h  v e s t u r e  wh i ch  h ad  b e en  c a s t  a s i d e .  The  
Pu r i t a n s ,  who  ‘ h a t e d  e v en  t h e  g a rm e n t s  s p o t t e d  
by  the  f l e sh ’  o f  the  ido la t rous  Church o f  Rome,  
contracted no schismatic ta int by their  endeavours  
t o  e s c ape  a l l  con t a c t  w i th  so  much  a s  one  po l -
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lu ted  sh red  worn  by  tha t  an c i e n t  h a r l o t  who had  
r eve l ed  s o  l ong  on  t he  s po i l s  o f  Ch r i s t ’ s  k i ng - 
dom,  and  made  he r se l f  d runk  wi th  the  b lood  o f  
h e r  s a i n t s .  W e l l  w e r e  t h e y  v i n d i c a t e d  i n  a  
speech of  the e loquent  Chatham, in  the house of  
L o r d s ,  i n  1 7 7 3 .  D r  D r u m m o n d ,  a r c h b i s h o p  o f  
Yo rk ,  h ad  t a x ed  t h e  non- con fo rm ing  c l e r g y  a s  
m e n  o f  ‘ c l o s e  a m b i t i o n ’ .  ‘ T h e y  a r e  s o ,  m y  
lo rd s , ’  r e to r t ed  the  nob le  ea r l ,  ‘ and  the i r  ambi- 
t ion i s  to  keep c lose  to the col lege of  f i shermen,  
not  o f  ca rd ina l s ;  and  to  the  doc t r ine  o f  in sp i red  
a p o s t l e s ,  n o t  t o  t h e  d e c r e e s  o f  i n t e r e s t e d  a n d  
a s p i r i n g  b i s h o p s .  T h e y  c o n t e n d  f o r  a  s p i r i t u a l  
c reed and a  sp i r i tua l  worsh ip ;  we have a  Ca lv in- 
i s t i c  c r e e d ,  a  pop i s h  l i t u r g y ,  a nd  a n  A rm in i a n  
c l e r g y . ’  Su r e  i t  wa s  no  s i n  f o r  t h e  Pu r i t a n s  t o  
do the i r  bes t  to  br ing the  church out  o f  such an  
unn a t u r a l  a nd  un r e a s on ab l e  p r e d i c amen t ,  e v en  
i f  i t  could only be ef fected by a  remedy adequate  
to the disease,—another Protestant reformation.

B u t  w e  t a k e  s t r o n g e r  g r o u n d  t h a n  t h i s ,  i n  
v i nd i c a t i n g  ou r  con s c i en t i ou s  f a t h e r s  f r om  t h e  
s i n  o f  s ch i sm .  They  d i d  no t  w i l f u l l y  a nd  w i l l - 
ing ly  wi thdraw f rom the  communion o f  the  par- 
i s h  c h u r c h e s  o f  E n g l a n d .  A s  C h i l l i n g w o r t h  
s a y s ,  t h e y  w e r e  ‘ n o n  f u g i t i v i ,  s e d  f i g a t i ; ’  t h e y  
were  not  vo luntary  fug i t ive s ,  but  were  dr iven to  
compu l s o r y  f l i gh t .  They  we r e  no t  s pon t aneou s 
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seceder s ;  they  were  expe l l ed  by  fo rce  and  pow- 
e r .  T h e y  w o u l d  h a v e  r e m a i n e d  i n  t h e  f o l d s  
where in  they  were  born ,  had  they  been su f f e red  
to  do  so ,  excep t  on  the  impos s ib l e  cond i t ion  o f  
def i l ing their  consc iences  and vio la t ing the Word  
o f  God .  They  may  h ave  t r emb l ed  s omewha t  a t  
the menaces of  the great ;  but they trembled much  
m o r e  a t  t h e  W o r d  o f  t h e  L o r d .  T h e y  w e r e  
w i l l i ng  t h a t  o the r s  s hou ld  con fo rm ,  who  cou ld  
d o  i t  w i t h o u t  h u r t i n g  t h e i r  o w n  c o n s c i e n c e s .  
E v e n  L u t h e r  c o u l d  s a y ; — ‘ I  c o u l d  b e  w e l l  
content  to hold the pope in bef i t t ing respect  and  
honour ,  ye t  so  f a r  tha t  he  permi t ted  me to  have  
my  con sc i ence  a t  l i be r t y ,  and  fo r ced  me  no t  to  
o f f e n d  m y  G o d ,  a n d  t o  a c t  a n y  t h i n g  a g a i n s t  
him.’

Bu t  t he  non-con fo rmi s t s  o f  Eng l and  we re  no t  
a l lowed to abide in the nat ional  church, nor even  
i n  t he  r e a lm ,  excep t  on  the  h a rd  a l t e rn a t i v e  o f  
con fo rming  to  wha t  they  f e l t  t o  be  s i n ,  o r  e l s e  
i nhab i t i ng  t he  p r i s on s .  They  wen t  no t  f o r th  o f  
t h e i r  own  a c co r d ;  t h e y  we r e  t h r u s t  ou t  a t  t h e  
s w o r d ’ s  p o i n t .  I t  w a s  t h u s  t h a t  t h e y  b e c a m e  
‘ s t r a nge r s  un to  t h e i r  b r e t h r en ,  a nd  a l i en s  un to  
t h e i r  mo the r ’ s  c h i l d r en . ’  Who ,  t h en ,  we r e  t h e  
s ch i sma t i c s ?—the  men ,  who ,  w i l l i ng  to  to l e r a t e  
o ther s ,  re fu sed  to  s in  aga in s t  the  so le  supremacy  
o f  Chr i s t  in  h i s  Church?—or  they  who imposed 
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un s c r i p t u r a l  t e rm s  o f  c ommun ion ,  a nd  ex a c t ed  
s t r i c t  c o n f o r m i t y  a s  t h e  p r i c e  o f  t o l e r a t i o n ?  
S a y s  Ha l e s  o f  E a t on ;—‘Whe r e  c a u s e  o f  s c h i sm  
i s  nece s s a ry ,  there ,  not  he  tha t  separa te s ,  but  he  
t h a t  o c c a s i o n s  t h e  s e p a r a t i o n ,  i s  s c h i s m a t i c . ’ *  
We  c anno t  bu t  t h i nk  t h a t  t h e  s i n  o f  s ch i sm ,  i f  
any  the r e  be ,  c l e ave s  t o  the  t y r annou s  and  im- 
p e r i o u s  e x a c t o r s  o f  t h i n g s  w h i c h  C h r i s t  h a s  
n e v e r  c ommanded ;  a nd  no t  t o  t h e  p i ou s  r e cu - 
s a n t s .  T o  t h e s e  l a s t  m a y  w e l l  b e  a p p l i e d  t h e  
p a r t i n g  b ened i c t i on  o f  Mo s e s ;—‘Le t  t h e  b l e s s - 
ing come upon the head of  Joseph,  and upon the  
top  o f  the  head  o f  h im tha t  wa s  s epa r a t ed  f rom  
his brethren.’

T h e  y e a r  1 6 6 2  i s  f o r e v e r  m e m o r a b l e  i n  t h e  
a nn a l s  o f  t h e  s u f f e r i n g  non - con f o rm i s t s .  Then  
w a s  p a s s e d  a n d  e n f o r c e d  t h e  i n f a m o u s  a c t  o f  
un i f o rm i t y ,  wh i ch  d e s e r v e s  t o  b e  c l a s s e d  w i t h  
t h e  r e s c r i p t s  w h i c h  c a u s e d  t h e  B a r t h o l o m e w  
ma s s a c r e s ,  and  wi th  the  r evoca t ion  o f  the  ed i c t  
o f  Nan t e s .  Th a t  a c t  o f  un i f o rm i t y  wa s  t h e  d i - 
v id ing  s t roke  o f  separa t ion ,  and i t  was  not  dea l t  
b y  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  P u r i t a n s ,  b u t  b y  t h o s e  o f  
t h e i r  r e l e n t l e s s  o p p r e s s o r s .  J o n a t h a n  M i t c h e l l  
wa s  then  pa s to r  o f  Cambr idge  in  New Eng l and :  
a  m a n  o f  w h o m  B a x t e r  s a i d ; — ‘ I f  t h e r e  c o u l d  
be convened an œcumenica l  counci l  of  the whole 

*	 Tract concerning schism, in Sparks, Collection, v. 25.
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Chr i s t i an  wor l d ,  t h a t  man  wou ld  be  wor thy  t o  
be  the  modera tor  o f  i t .*  On the  l a s t  day  o f  tha t  
e v e n t f u l  y e a r ,  t h e  m a t c h l e s s  M i t c h e l l ,  a s  h i s  
f r i e n d s  l o v e d  t o  c a l l  h i m ,  w r o t e  a s  f o l l o w s ; — 
‘ O u r  c a u s e  i s  n o t  s e p a r a t i o n  f r o m  a n y  t h i n g  
good in other churches ,  whether truth of  church- 
s t a te ,  or  any  doct r ine  r ight ly  pro fe s sed ,  or  ord i- 
n a n c e  r i g h t l y  a d m i n i s t e r e d  i n  t h e m .  B u t  i t  i s  
re format ion only of  what  i s  amis s  or  defect ive  in  
t h e  chu r che s  we  c ame  f r om .†  Th i s  d e f i n e s  t h e  
t r u e  po s i t i o n  o f  ou r  f a t h e r s :  a  p o s i t i o n  wh i ch  
n o n e  w i l l  a s s a i l ,  b u t  t h o s e  w h o  f a n c y  t h a t  
‘healing the sores must maim the body.’

W h e n  M o s e s ,  d e s c e n d i n g  f r o m  t h e  m o u n t ,  
found the  ca tho l i c  congrega t ion  o f  I s r ae l  tu rned  
to  ido la t ry ,  he  ‘ took the  t abernac le ,  and p i tched  
i t  wi thout  the camp,  a far  of f  f rom the camp,  and  
c a l l e d  i t  t h e  Tabe rn a c l e  o f  t h e  Cong r eg a t i on . ’  
In thi s ,  be sure ,  he was  not  gui l ty  of  schi sm; and  
much  l e s s  we r e  ou r  f a t h e r s ,  when  go i n g  f o r t h  
on  compu l s i on ,  unwi l l i ng  ex i l e s ,  t hey  took  the  
t abe rnac l e ,  made  i n  a l l  t h ing s  a c co rd ing  to  t he  
p a t t e r n  s howed  t h em  i n  t h e  moun t ,  a nd  s e t  i t  
up ,  f a r  f rom the  camp o f  ido l a t ry ,  in  th i s  wes t - 
e rn  w i l de rne s s .  A s  the  f o l l ower s  o f  J e su s ,  who , 

*	 Remarkables of Dr I Mather.
†	 Elijah’s Mantle, p 2.
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‘ tha t  he  might  s anc t i f y  the  peop le  wi th  h i s  own  
b lood,  su f fe red wi thout  the  ga te ’ ,  the i r  l anguage  
w a s ; — ‘ L e t  u s  g o  f o r t h  u n t o  h i m  w i t h o u t  t h e  
c a m p ,  b e a r i n g  h i s  r e p r o a c h ;  f o r  h e r e  h a v e  w e  
no  con t inu ing  c i t y ,  bu t  we  s e ek  one  to  come . ’  
J e su s  wa s  i n  h i s  t ime  a  g r e a t  r e f o rme r  and  Pu- 
r i t a n ,  c o m i n g  w i t h  h i s  w i n n o w i n g  f a n  i n  h i s  
h and  tha t  he  migh t  tho rough ly  pu rge  h i s  f l oo r :  
and  such  sch i smat i c s  a s  he  and  h i s  apos t l e s  were  
when  ca s t  ou t  o f  the  synagogue s  o f  Judea ,  even  
s u c h  w e r e  o u r  f a t h e r s  w h e n  f o r c i b l y  e x t r u d e d  
from the parish churches of England.

Tha t  they  su f f e red  th i s  ex t ru s ion  so le ly  aga in s t  
t h e i r  w i l l ,  a nd  t h e r e f o r e  we r e  no t  a c coun t ab l e  
for  i t ,  a s  be ing a  misery  they could not  avoid ,  i s  
m a n i f e s t  f r o m  m a n y  p r o o f s .  I t  a p p e a r s  i n  t h a t  
ce l eb r a t ed  and  pa the t i c  addre s s  s en t  by  the  f i r s t  
Mas s achu se t t s  emig r an t s  wh i l e  ye t  on  boa rd  the  
Arbe l l a ,  ‘ to  the  r e s t  o f  the i r  b re th ren  in  and  o f  
t h e  C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d . ’  ‘ W e  a r e  n o t  o f  
t h o s e , ’  s a y  t h a t  n o b l e  b a n d ,  ’ w h o  d r e a m  o f  
pe r f ec t ion  in  th i s  wor ld ;  ye t  we  de s i r e  tha t  you  
would be p lea sed to take not ice  of  the pr inc ipa l s  
and  body  o f  our  company ,  a s  tho se  who e s t eem  
it  our honour to cal l  the Church of England, from  
w h e n c e  w e  r i s e ,  o u r  d e a r  m o t h e r ,  a n d  c a n n o t  
par t  f rom our  nat ive  country  where  she spec ia l ly  
r e s i d e t h ,  w i t h o u t  m u c h  s a d n e s s  o f  h e a r t ,  a n d 
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m a n y  t e a r s  i n  o u r  e y e s ;  e v e r  a c k n o w l e d g i n g  
tha t  such  hope  and  pa r t  a s  we  have  ob t a ined  in  
the  common s a l v a t ion ,  we  have  r ece ived  in  he r  
b o s o m ,  a n d  s u c k e d  i t  f r o m  h e r  b r e a s t s .  W e  
l e a v e  i t  n o t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a s  l o a t h i n g  t h a t  m i l k  
whe rewi th  we  were  nour i shed  the r e ;  bu t  b l e s s - 
i n g  G o d  f o r  t h e  p a r e n t a g e  a n d  e d u c a t i o n ,  a s  
member s  o f  the  s ame  body ,  sha l l  a lway s  r e jo i ce  
in  her  good,  and unfe ignedly  gr ieve  for  any sor- 
r o w  t h a t  s h a l l  e v e r  b e t i d e  h e r ;  a n d  w h i l e  w e  
have  b rea th ,  s ince re ly  de s i r e  and  endeavour  the  
cont inuance  and  abundance  o f  her  we l f a re ,  wi th  
t he  en l a r gemen t  o f  he r  bound s  i n  t he  k ingdom  
o f  C h r i s t  J e s u s ;  w i s h i n g  o u r  h e a d s  a n d  h e a r t s  
were  founta in s  o f  tea r s  for  your  ever l a s t ing  wel- 
f a r e ,  when  we  sh a l l  b e  i n  ou r  poo r  co t t a ge s  i n  
the  wi lde rne s s ,  ove r shadowed  wi th  the  sp i r i t  o f  
s u p p l i c a t i o n . ’ *  S o  t o o ,  t h e  y e a r  b e f o r e ,  t h e  
p ious  Higg inson,  the  f a i th fu l  pa s tor  o f  Sa lem,  in  
t ak ing  h i s  l a s t  l ook  o f  h i s  n a t i ve  l and  f rom the  
s t e rn  o f  h i s  s h ip ,  exc l a imed ;—‘We wi l l  no t  s a y  
a s  t h e  S e p a r a t i s t s  w e r e  w o n t  t o  s a y  a t  t h e i r  
l e a v i n g  o f  E n g l a n d ,  F a r e w e l l ,  B a b y l o n !  F a r e - 
w e l l ,  R o m e !  B u t  w e  w i l l  s a y ,  F a r e w e l l ,  d e a r  
Eng l and !  F a r ewe l l ,  t he  Church  o f  God  in  Eng- 
l a n d ,  a n d  a l l  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  f r i e n d s  t h e r e !  W e 

*	 Hubbard, Chapter XXIII.
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do  no t  go  t o  New  Eng l a nd  a s  s e p a r a t i s t s  f r om  
t h e  Chu r ch  o f  Eng l and ;  t hough  we  c anno t  bu t  
s ep a r a t e  f r om the  co r rup t i on s  i n  i t :  bu t  we  go  
to  p r ac t i ce  the  po s i t i ve  pa r t  o f  church  re fo rma- 
tion, and propagate the gospel in America.’* 

J o n a t h a n  M i t c h e l l ,  a t  w h o s e  u n t i m e l y  d e a t h  
i t  wa s  s a i d ,  t h a t  ‘ a l l  New Eng l and  shook  when  
that  p i l l a r  fe l l  to  the ground’ ,  thus  expres sed the  
m a t t e r  i n  h i s  s e r m o n ,  c a l l e d  ‘ N e h e m i a h  u p o n  
t h e  W a l l ’ .  S p e a k i n g  a g a i n s t  ‘ s e p a r a t i o n ,  a n a - 
b a p t i s m  a n d  a n a r c h i a l  c o n f u s i o n ’ ,  h e  s a y s ; — 
‘ I f  a n y  w o u l d  s e c r e t l y  t w i s t  i n ,  a n d  e s p o u s e  
such th ings  a s  those ,  and make them par t  o f  our  
i n t e r e s t ,  we  mu s t  n e ed s  r enounce  i t  a s  none  o f  
ou r  c a u s e ,  no  p a r t  o f  t he  end  and  de s i gn  o f  t he  
Lord ’ s  f a i th fu l  se rvant s ,  when they fo l lowed h im  
‘ i n t o  t h i s  l a nd  t h a t  wa s  no t  s own . ’  S ep a r a t i on  
and anabapt i sm,  a re  wonted int ruder s ,  and seem- 
ing f r iends ,  but  secre t  f a t a l  enemies ,  to  re forma- 
t ion. Do not,  on pretence of avoiding corruption,  
run into s in fu l  separa t ion f rom any t rue churches  
o f  G o d ,  a n d  w h a t  i s  g o o d  t h e r e i n .  A n d  y e t  i t  
i s  ou r  e r r a nd  i n t o  t h e  w i l d e rn e s s  t o  s t udy  and  
p r a c t i c e  t rue  Sc r i p tu r e  r e fo rma t ion ;  and  i t  w i l l  
be our crown in the s ight  of  God and man, i f  we  
f i nd  i t  and  ho ld  i t ,  w i thou t  adu l t e r a t i ng  dev i a - 
tions.’ 

*	 Magnalia, Book III., ch. I., Sec. 12.
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A d d i t i o n a l  t e s t i m o n i e s  o f  t h e  s a m e  c h a r a c t e r  
w i l l  b e  g i v en  i n  a no t h e r  p l a c e .  Su ch  l a n gu a g e  
m u s t  f u l l y  e x c u l p a t e  s u c h  a s  u s e d  i t  f r o m  t h e  
cha rge  o f  mak ing  s ch i sma t i c a l  d iv i s ion s ,  i f  i t  be  
admit ted that  they ut tered these  expres s ions  with  
s incer i ty.  We are too wel l  aware,  that  some mean  
and ma l ignant  wr i te r s ,  who were  unab le  to  con- 
c e i ve  i t  po s s i b l e  t h a t  men  cou ld  en t e r t a i n  such  
m a g n a n i m o u s  s e n t i m e n t s  a s  t h e s e ,  h a v e  q u e s - 
t ioned  the  s ince r i t y  o f  our  f a the r s .  The  cha r ac- 
ter  of  our fa thers ,  so bold to avow the truth,  and  
s o  r e s o l u t e  t o  s u f f e r  i n  i t s  b eh a l f ,  s u f f i c i e n t l y  
r e f u t e s  t h e  c a l u m n y .  T h e  m o s t  d e c i d e d  C o n - 
g r eg a t i ona l i s t s  among  the i r  d e s c endan t s ,  who s e  
s i n c e r i t y  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  q u e s t i o n e d ,  r e a d  t h e  
a b o v e  c i t e d  d e c l a r a t i o n s  o f  W i n t h r o p  a n d  h i s  
a s s o c i a t e s  w i t h  h i gh  a pp r ob a t i on ,  a nd  h e a r t i l y  
a c c o r d  w i t h  t h e  s e n t i m e n t s  t h e r e i n  e x p r e s s e d .  
T h e  N e w  E n g l a n d  c h u r c h e s  c o n s i d e r  t h e m - 
s e l v e s  t o  b e  pu r i f i e d  b r a n che s  o f  t h a t  o r i g i n a l  
church-s tock which f lour i shed in England,  before  
Romish ar t  and vio lence had twis ted i t  out  of  i t s  
Proper shape and form.

Sure ly  i t  i s  the  ext remi ty  o f  in jus t ice  to  accuse  
t h e  Pu r i t an s  a s  b e ing  o f  a  s ch i sma t i c a l  t empe r .  
They  f e l t  t hemse l ve s ,  a s  we ,  t he i r  de s c endan t s ,  
and  inher i tor s  o f  the i r  Pr inc ip le s ,  now fee l  our- 
s e l v e s  t o  b e ,  i n  f u l l  f e l l ow sh i p  w i t h  a l l  t h a t  i s 
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good  and  a l l  t h a t  i s  t r u e  i n  t h e  commun ion  o f  
t h e  C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d  a n d  i n  e v e r y  o t h e r  
C h r i s t i a n  d e n o m i n a t i o n .  T h e y  a n d  w e  a r e  i n - 
s e p a r a b l y  j o i n ed  t o  t h e  who l e  c hu r ch  c a t ho l i c  
o f  f a i th fu l  men ,  ‘ endeavor ing  to  keep  the  un i ty  
of the Spirit in the bond of peace.’

T h e  m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  s e c t s  i s  m u c h  d e p l o r e d .  
A sec t ,  accord ing  to  the  der iva t ion o f  the  word ,  
i s  s o m e t h i n g  w h i c h  i s  ‘ c u t  o f f ’ .  B u t  i n  N e w  
E n g l a n d ,  t h e  ‘ s t a n d i n g  o r d e r ’ ,  i s  n o  s e c t ,  n o  
cu t -o f f  We  a r e  no t  d i s s e c t ed  f rom o the r s ,  even  
t h o u g h  t h e y  b e  s e v e r e d  f r o m  u s .  W e  b e  t h e  
main-s tock,  which remains  rooted and grounded,  
e v en  when  p a r t e d  b r an che s  a r e  t o rn  away .  We  
a r e  t he  mo the r - chu rch ,  and  so  no  f l y i ng  o f f  o f  
h e r  ch i l d r en ,  c an  make  u s  a s  any  one  o f  t h em.  
W h a t e v e r  o t h e r  r e s p e c t e d  d e n o m i n a t i o n s  a n d  
be loved s i s t e r-churches  may be ,  we a re  here ,  no  
s e c t , — c u t - o f f ;  b u t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  v i n e  o f  G o d ’ s  
p l a n t i n g  i n  t h i s  l a n d .  W e  g r o w  u p o n  t h e  a n - 
c i en t  t r unk ,  ‘ p a r t ak ing  o f  i t s  r oo t  and  f a tne s s ’ .  
We be no innovators ,  no revolut ionis t s ,  no disor- 
g a n i s e r s .  O u r  c h u r c h  p o l i t y ,  a n d  s c h e m e  o f  
d o c t r i n e ,  i s  i n  r i g h t f u l  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  a l l  t h e  
ground it holds.

Thu s ,  i f  we  i n s i s t  u pon  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  B i b l e  
i n  o u r  c o m m o n  s c h o o l s ,  w e  s e t  u p  n o  n o v e l  
c l a i m .  T h i s  c o u n t r y  w a s  s e t t l e d  b y  B i b l e 
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Chr i s t i a n s ,  who  s p en t  l i f e  and  t r e a s u r e  f o r  t h e  
p u r p o s e  o f  m a k i n g  t h e  B i b l e  t h e  b a s i s  o f  o u r  
sy s tem of  educa t ion ,  a s  we l l  a s  o f  a l l  the  re s t  o f  
our  soc ia l  in s t i tu t ions .  We are  only  on de fens ive  
a nd  con s e r v a t i v e  g round ,  and  a r e  on l y  mov ing  
on in the straightforward track of duty.

We  h a v e  s howed  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  Pu r i t a n i sm  
in the days  of  our fa thers ,—the need of  thorough  
e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  r e f o rm  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  i n f r i nge - 
men t s  and  u su rpa l  enc roachment s  upon  Chr i s t ’ s  
k ing l y  o f f i c e  i n  t he  gove rnmen t  o f  t he  Church  
h e  h ad  pu r ch a s e d  w i t h  h i s  own  b l ood .  I n  t h i s  
po int  o f  v iew,  they were  the  l ight  o f  the  wor ld ,  
and shone se rene ,  f a r  above the  t roub led c louds ,  
w h i c h  b y  s n a t c h e s  o b s c u r e d  t h e i r  b r i g h t n e s s  
from the sight of men.

Y e s :  t h e  P u r i t a n  p i e t y  w a s  n e e d e d  i n  t h a t  
d a y .  A n d  n o  l e s s  i s  i t  n e e d e d  n o w .  T h e  
words  o f  one  o f  those  good men a re  a s  s ea sona- 
b l e  a s  e v e r ; — ‘ B a b y l o n  p a i n t s  h e r  f a c e  a n e w  
a t  t h i s  d ay ;  an t i ch r i s t  h a th  v a rn i shed  h i s  i n t e r - 
e s t ,  so  tha t  the re  a re  many  who a re  a l lu red  and  
t aken  w i th  the  beau ty  o f  t h a t  h a r l o t . ’  We  have  
a l s o  s e en  t h e  t r u t h  o f  h i s  f u r t h e r  r ema rk ,  t h a t  
‘ a  l o o s e  p r o t e s t a n t  i s  f i t  t o  b e c o m e  a  s t r i c t  
p a p i s t . ’ *  H u m a n  c o r r u p t i o n  i s  s e e k i n g  a s 

*	 W Stoughton, Election Sermon, 1668. p. 27. 
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bus i ly  a s  ever ,  to  obscure  the beaming s impl ic i ty  
o f  the gospe l ;  spoi l ing i t s  d iv ine beauty ‘ through  
phi losophy and va in decei t ,  a f ter  the t rad i t ion of  
men ,  a f t e r  the  rud imen t s  o f  the  wor ld ,  and  no t  
a f t e r  C h r i s t . ’  A l a s  f o r  o u r  Z i o n ,  o n c e  ‘ t h e  
per fect ion of  beauty,  the joy of  the whole ear th’ ,  
a la s  for  her ,  i f  that  race of  noble  sp i r i t s  sha l l  be- 
c o m e  e x t i n c t  i n  s u c h  a  d a y  o f  r e b u k e  a n d  
b l a s p h e m y  a s  t h i s .  ‘ T h e  f a t h e r s , — w h e r e  a r e  
they?’

“O, they are fled the light! Those mighty spirits 
Lie raked up with their ashes in their urns; 
And not a spark of their eternal fire, 
Glows in a present bosom.” 

Bu t  no ;—the  s a c r ed  f l ame  i s  no t  quenched  i n  
th i s  l and ,  which  the  prayer s  o f  our  p i lg r im s i re s  
have hallowed, and made it holy ground.

E’en in their ashes, live their wonted fires.

The l a tent  hea t  pervades  the  so i l ,  b rea thes  gen i- 
a l l y  i n  t h e  a i r ,  a n d  d i f f u s e s  t h e  l i f e - w a r m t h  
through all our social state.

O u r  t h o u g h t s  r e v e r t  t o  t h o s e  d a y s  o f  s o r e s t  
t r i a l ,  w h e n  o u r  f a t h e r s  a n d  m o t h e r s  l i t e r a l l y  
‘ l e f t  a l l ’ ,  t o  f o l l o w  C h r i s t  i n t o  ‘ a  l a n d  n o t  
sown’ .  ‘Weep  no t  fo r  the  dead ,  ne i the r  bemoan  
h i m ;  b u t  w e e p  s o r e  f o r  h i m  t h a t  g o e t h  a w a y ;  
f o r  he  sh a l l  r e tu rn  no  more ,  no r  s e e  h i s  n a t i v e  
c o u n t r y . ’  W h a t  a  s c e n e  t h e  e m b a r k a t i o n  o f 
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t h o s e  s o r r o w i n g  c o m p a n i e s  o f  p i l g r i m s  m u s t  
h a v e  b e e n .  T h e r e  w e r e  g o d l y  a n d  r e v e r e n d  
m i n i s t e r s ,  d i s g u i s e d  i n  s h i p m a n ’ s  g a r b ,  a p p r e - 
h en s i v e l y  wa t ch i ng ,  l e s t  t h e  pu r s u i v an t  s hou l d  
come  to  a r r e s t  t he i r  f l i gh t ;  d r e ad ing  to  go ,  bu t  
d r e a d i n g  m o r e  t o  b e  h i n d e r e d  f r o m  g o i n g .  
T h e r e  w e r e  m e n  w i t h  a n x i o u s  c o u n t e n a n c e s ,  
hur ry ing  the  p repa ra t ion s  fo r  the i r  t ed ious  voy- 
a g e ; — w o m e n ,  w i t h  c a r e - w o r n  f e a t u r e s ,  a n d  
l ook s  o f  r e s i gn a t i on ,  wa i t i n g  t h e  l a s t  s i gn a l  i n  
s i l en t  a gony :—ch i l d r en ,  poo r  t h ing s ,  who  mus t  
be borne far  away,  not  knowing whither  or  why.  
There  were  f r i ends  to  be  l e f t  beh ind ,  under  the  
s ad  p r e s en t imen t  o f  mee t ing  no  more  on  e a r th .  
The  t endere s t  t i e s  were  sunder ing ,  even  such  a s  
h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  s e v e r e d  b e f o r e .  W e r e  t h e r e  
e v e r  s o r r ow s  o r  t e a r s  l i k e  t ho s e ?  Wha t  impa s - 
s ioned  repe t i t ion s  o f  t e rms  o f  endea rment ,  such  
a s  exci ted a f fect ion loves  to ut ter ,  were mutua l ly  
breathed, t i l l  the voice became choked with emo- 
t ion ,  and they  wept  upon each o ther ’ s  necks  t i l l  
t h e y  r e c o v e r e d  s p e e c h  a g a i n .  T h e n  c o m e s  t h e  
breaking away f rom fond embraces ,  whose tender  
p r e s s u r e  s h a l l  n e v e r  a g a i n  b e  f e l t ; — t h e  b r i e f  
f a rewel l s ,  the  e j acu la ted  b le s s ing s ,  the  a f f ec t ion- 
a t e  c h a r g e s ,  a n d  m e s s a g e s  o f  l o v e  t o  a b s e n t  
f r i e nd s .  And  now  t h e  l a s t  f a s t  i s  c a s t  o f f .  The  
v e s s e l  m o v e s  u p o n  h e r  b i l l o w y  c o u r s e .  T h e 
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fo rms  s o  t e a r f u l l y  wa t ched ,  r e c ede  i n to  f a i n t e r  
v i e w .  B u t  w a v i n g  s i g n a l s  t e l l  o f  t h e  ‘ l o n g i n g ,  
l i nge r i ng  g l ance s ’ ,  wh i ch  c anno t  be a r  t h e  deep  
desponding anguish of the last—last look.

O love  o f  J e su s !  how doe s  i t  t r i umph  in  such  
an  hour  o f  b i t t e re s t  woe !  O the  power  o f  re l i g- 
ion ,  which  can  cons t r a in  to  a  l iv ing  mar ty rdom,  
keen  a s  the  pangs  o f  dea th ,  and  to r tur ing  a s  the  
c ro s s !  Aye ,  how doe s  i t  chee r  t he  s ou l ,  no t  by  
s t up i f y i n g  i t s  s e n s i b i l i t i e s ,  bu t  b y  l i f t i n g  t h em  
a l l  t o rn  and  b l e ed ing ,  t o  t he  v i ew  o f  a  p i t y i ng  
S av iou r ,  and  e l e v a t ed  i n  s ub l ime  devo t i on ,  r e - 
c e i v i ng  f r om h i s  compa s s i on ,  a  r u sh  o f  s ympa - 
t h y ,  a n  o v e r f l o w i n g  c o n s o l a t i o n ,  a  j o y  s o  f u l l  
o f  h e a v e n ,  t h a t  e a r t h  a n d  a l l  i t s  s o r r o w s  a r e  
swee t l y  f o rgo t t en .  B l e s s ed  wound s  wh i ch  b r ing  
s u c h  h e a l i n g !  H a p p y  g r i e f s  w h i c h  t e a c h  s u c h  
comfo r t !  The s e  s c a r s  o f  t he  hea r t  a r e  the  l ove- 
tokens  o f  Chr i s t ,  and  the  t r e a su red  p l edge s  o f  a  
home  who se  f r i end sh ip s  a r e  e t e rn a l ,  and  whe re  
parting is unknown.

L e t  u s  r a l l y  a r o u n d  t h e  b a n n e r  o f  o u r  s i r e s .  
Wha t  r e c r e an t  and  c a i t i ve  hea r t ,  wha t  degene r - 
a t e  s p i r i t  w o u l d  d e s e r t  i t  n o w ?  T h e  p i l g r i m s  
bore i t ,  l ike va l iant  s tandard-bearers ,  in the f ront  
o f  t h e  L o r d ’ s  b a t t l e .  T h e r e  i t  h a s  e v e r  b e e n  
won t  to  f l y ,  whe re  the  con f l i c t  r a ged  s t ronge s t  
a g a i n s t  t h e  p o w e r s  o f  d a r k n e s s .  A n d  s t i l l  u n -
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to rn ,  and  un t a rn i s hed ,  i t  h a s  o f t en  waved  ove r  
t h e  f i e l d  o f  i t s  g l o r i ou s  t r i umph s .  Though  t h e  
f l a g ,  i n  t h e s e  s t i l l e r  t ime s ,  may  h ang  d roop ing  
f rom the  lo f t y  s t a f f ,  y e t ,  when  in iqu i t y  cometh  
in  l ike  a  f lood,  the Spi r i t  o f  the Lord,  a s  a  rush- 
ing,  mighty wind,  sha l l  l i f t  up the ancient  s tand- 
a r d .  T h e n ,  i n  s u r e  t o k e n  o f  v i c t o r y .  i t  w i l l  
spread out  i t s  ample fo lds ,  wi th the broad b lazon  
of the bannered cross.



CHAPTER IV.
Mr Cotton countenanced by the people in his non-conformity.  

Suspension from ministry. Suspension unexpectedly taken  
off. Successful labours. Theological instructions. Indefatigable  
preaching. Correspondence. Wonderful and general reforma- 
tion. Archbishop Williams. Earls of Dorchester and Lyndsay.  
Disabled by ague. Second marriage. Cited to High Com- 
mission Court. Fate of the informer. Earl of Dorset intercedes  
for Mr Cotton in vain. Concealment. Letter to Mrs Cotton.  
Sets out to go to Holland. Diverted to London. Interesting con- 
ference with Mr Davenport and others. Resolves to go to New  
England. Embarks with difficulty in the Griffin.

W h e n  M r  C o t t o n  c e a s e d  f r o m  h i s  c o n f o r m i t y  
w i th  t he  excep t i onab l e  f e a tu r e s  i n  t he  n a t i ona l  
w o r s h i p ,  s o  g r e a t  w a s  h i s  p o p u l a r i t y  w i t h  h i s  
peop le ,  tha t ,  f a r  f rom oppos ing  h im on tha t  ac- 
coun t ,  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p a r t  o f  t h em su s t a i n ed  h im  
i n  h i s  c ou r s e .  Thoma s  L ev e r e t t ,  howeve r ,  on e  
o f  h i s  par i sh ioner s ,  wi th some other s ,  prosecuted  
compla in t s  aga in s t  the i r  min i s t e r  in  the  Ep i s co- 
pa l  cour t s ;  t i l l ,  a f t e r  some t ime,  he  was  s i l enced  
by order of the bishop.

Du r i n g  h i s  s u s p en s i on ,  Mr  Co t t on  g a v e  con - 
s t an t  a t t endance  t o  t he  pub l i c  p r e a ch ing  o f  h i s  
subs t i tu te ;  but  never  to  the  read ing  o f  the  Book 
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o f  C o m m o n  P r a y e r .  H e  w a s  n o w  s u b j e c t e d  t o  
s e v e r e  t emp t a t i on s  t o  swe rv e  f r om  th e  p a t h  o f  
du ty .  He was  not  on ly  p romi sed ,  tha t  he  shou ld  
be  r e s to r ed  to  the  f r e edom o f  h i s  m in i s t r y ,  bu t  
promoted to very great  preferment in the church,  
on condi t ion of  conformity  to  the scrupled r i te s ,  
on l y  i n  a  s i n g l e  i n s t a n c e .  Bu t  h e  k ep t  t h e  i n - 
t eg r i t y  o f  h i s  con sc i ence  unde f i l ed ,  ‘ unawed  by  
i n f l u e n c e ,  a n d  u n b r i b e d  b y  g a i n ’ .  M e a n w h i l e  
a  p o r t e n t o u s  c l o u d  o f  t r o u b l e s  w a s  g a t h e r i n g  
o v e r  h i s  h e a d ;  b u t  w a s  s t r a n g e l y  d i s p e r s e d  
a g a i n .  M r  L e v e r e t t  h i m s e l f ,  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  
t h e s e  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  b e c a m e  d e e p l y  p e n i t e n t  f o r  
h i s  a g e n c y  i n  c a u s i n g  t h e m .  H e  w e n t  t o  o n e  
o f  the  p roc to r s  o f  the  a r ch i - ep i s copa l  cou r t ,  t o  
whom he  p r e s en t ed  a  p a i r  o f  g l o v e s ,  a nd  t h en  
m a d e  h i s  a p p e a l  f r o m  t h e  c o u r t  b e l o w .  M r  
L e v e r e t t  m a d e  o a t h  b e f o r e  t h i s  o f f i c e r ,  w h o  
favoured him in the terms of  the depos i t ion,  that  
‘ M r  C o t t o n  w a s  a  m a n  c o n f o r m a b l e  t o  t h e  
m i n d  o f  t h e  L o r d . ’  O n  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h i s  
v e ry  amb iguou s  depo s i t i on ,  t he  s i l enced  min i s - 
t e r ,  h e  s c a r c e  knew how,  f ound  h imse l f  h e a l ed  
o f  h i s  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  b ronch i t i s ,  a nd  r e s t o r ed  t o  
t h e  u s e  o f  h i s  v o i c e  i n  t h e  p u l p i t .  T h e  s a m e  
Mr  Leve r e t t  eve r  a f t e r  wa s  h i s  s t e ad f a s t  f r i end ;  
a n d  f o l l o w i n g  h i s  f o r t u n e s  t o  t h i s  s i d e  o f  t h e  
A t l a n t i c ,  w a s  f o r  many  y e a r s  a  u s e f u l  e l d e r  i n 
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the first church in Boston, Massachusetts. By the same  
mean s ,  Mr  Benne t ,  ano the r  o f  h i s  p a r i s h ione r s ,  
o c c a s i ona l l y  s c r e ened  h i s  m in i s t e r  f r om ha r a s s - 
ing prosecutions.

A f t e r  th i s  a f f a i r ,  Mr  Cot ton  wen t  on  w i th  h i s  
s a c r e d  d u t i e s ,  u n i n t e r r u p t e d  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s .  
Making no e f for t s  to  bui ld  up a  par ty  or  to  ga in  
a d h e r e n t s ,  b e  l a b o r i o u s l y  d e v o t e d  h i m s e l f  t o  
t e a c h i n g  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  r e l i g i o n .  
D u r i n g  t h e  t w e n t y  y e a r s  t h a t  h e  r e t a i n e d  h i s  
cha rge ,  he  th r i c e  wen t  ove r  the  who l e  body  o f  
s y s t e ma t i c  d i v i n i t y ,  w i t h  e s p e c i a l  p a i n s  t o  i n - 
doc t r in a t e  the  younge r  pa r t  o f  h i s  f l ock .  In  h i s  
p r e a ch i ng  h e  l a r g e l y  e xpounded  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  
books  o f  Sc r ip ture ,  in  which  g i f t  he  g rea t l y  ex- 
celled.

A s  o n e  i n s t a n c e  o f  h i s  p o w e r  t o  a w a k e n  t h e  
con s c i ence ,  i t  i s  s a i d  t h a t  he  once  h and l ed  t he  
s i x t h  c o m m a n d m e n t  w i t h  s u c h  e f f e c t ,  t h a t  a  
woman  who  h ad  been  ma r r i ed  s i x t e en  y e a r s  t o  
h e r  s e c o n d  h u s b a n d ,  o p e n l y  c o n f e s s e d  t o  t h e  
c r i m e  o f  p o i s o n i n g  h e r  f o r m e r  h u s b a n d .  T h i s  
con f e s s i on  s he  made ,  t hough  i t  e xpo s ed  he r  t o  
b e  bu rned  t o  d e a th  a t  t h e  s t a k e ;  t h e  b a rb a rou s  
p u n i s h m e n t  t h e n  a w a r d e d  t o  s u c h  a n  o f f e n c e ,  
which was regarded as ‘petty treason’.

So  g r e a t  wa s  Mr  Co t t on ’ s  c e l e b r i t y  a s  a n  i n - 
structor, that his house was ful l  of young students, 



	 proof-reading draft 1	 75

s ome  o f  whom r e s o r t e d  t o  h im  f r om  Ho l l a nd ,  
a n d  s o m e  f r o m  G e r m a n y .  I n  t h o s e  d a y s ,  t h e  
s on s  o f  t h e  Pu r i t an s  d i d  no t  r ep a i r  t o  t h e  l and  
w h e r e  t o o  m a n y  o f  t h e  l e a r n e d ,  e n v e l o p e d  i n  
t h e  f ume s  o f  t h e i r  unquench ab l e  p i p e s ,  ‘ d r i n k  
bee r  and  th ink  bee r ’ ,  t i l l  the i r  b r a in s  r eek  wi th  
the noi some smoke of  t ranscendenta l  specula t ion.  
The  mos t  o f  Mr  Cot ton ’ s  pup i l s  were  f rom tha t  
Un i v e r s i t y  whe r e  h e  h a d  b e en  t r a i n ed ;  f o r  D r  
P r e s t o n  e v e r  c o u n s e l l e d  h i s  s t u d e n t s  w h o  h a d  
nea r l y  comple ted  the  p re s c r ibed  cour se  o f  s tud- 
i e s ,  t o  pe r f e c t  t he i r  p r epa r a t i on  fo r  pub l i c  s e r - 
v i c e s  b y  a  b r i e f  r e s i d e n c e  w i t h  t h e  p u r i t a n  
m i n i s t e r  o f  B o s t o n .  I t  c a m e  t o  b e  a  c o m m o n  
s a y i n g ,  t h a t  ‘ M r  C o t t o n  i s  D r  P r e s t o n ’ s  
seasoning vessel.’

H i s  m i n i s t e r i a l  l a b o u r s  w e r e  a b u n d a n t .  I n  
add i t i on  to  the  o rd in a ry  du t i e s  o f  t he  S abba th ,  
h e  p r e a c h e d  s t a t e d l y  f o u r  t i m e s  i n  t h e  w e e k ,  
v i z . ,  e a r ly  each  Wednesday  and  Thur sday  morn- 
i n g ;  a n d  a g a i n  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n s  o f  T h u r s d a y  
a n d  S a t u r d a y .  M o r e o v e r  h e  f r e q u e n t l y  h e l d  
o t h e r  o c c a s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s ,  i n  w h i c h  h e  o f t e n  
s p en t  s i x  hou r s  i n  p r aye r  and  p r e a ch ing .  When  
w e  t h i n k  o f  s u c h  i m m e n s e  l a b o u r s  s u s t a i n e d  
th rough a  long  cour se  o f  yea r s ,  we  a re  a t  a  lo s s  
wh i ch  to  admi r e  mos t ;  t he  i nde f a t i g ab l e  i ndu s - 
t ry  o f  the  teacher ,  o r  the  in sa t i ab le  eagernes s  o f 
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the  peop l e  fo r  h i s  i n s t ruc t ion s .  In  the s e  degen- 
e r a t e  d a y s ,  s u c h  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  a r e  a s  r a r e  a s  
s u c h  m i n i s t e r s .  F o r  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  l a t t e r  y e a r s  
o f  h i s  r e s i d ence  i n  t h a t  we l l  cu l t u r ed  f i e l d ,  h e  
w a s  a s s i s t e d  b y  a  c o l l e a g u e .  T h a t  w a s  n o t  t h e  
e r a  o f  s u p e r a b o u n d i n g  p e r i o d i c a l s  a n d  c h e a p  
l i t e r a t u r e .  T h e  m a s s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e n  d e - 
pended  on  hea r i ng ,  f o r  men t a l  a l imen t  and  ex- 
citement, as much as now on reading.

Mr  Co t t on ’ s  u s e f u l n e s s  w a s  f u r t h e r  e x t e nd ed  
b y  a  l a r g e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i t h  t h o s e  w h o  
s ough t  h i s  a i d  f o r  r e s o l v i n g  ob s cu r e  po i n t s  o f  
doct r ine ,  d i f f i cu l t  text s  o f  Scr ip ture ,  or  perp lex- 
i n g  c a s e s  o f  c o n s c i e n c e .  B e s i d e s  t h i s  h e  w a s  
c on s i d e r a b l y  o c cup i ed  e v e r y  y e a r  i n  p r ov i d i ng  
f o r  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  wan t s  o f  o t h e r  cong r eg a t i on s ;  
a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  h i s  n a t i v e  p l a c e ,  w h e r e  h e  
was held in the highest estimation.

T h e  m u l t i p l i e d  t o i l s  o f  t h i s  f a i t h f u l  s e r v a n t  
w e r e  n o t  t h r o w n  a w a y .  T h e  S p i r i t  o f  t h e  
L o r d  w a s  w i t h  h i m .  T h e r e  w a s  a  s u r p r i s i n g  
r e f o r m a t i o n  o f  m a n n e r s  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  
P r o f a n e n e s s  w a s  w e l l  n i g h  a b o l i s h e d .  H u r t f u l  
a n d  s u p e r s t i t i o u s  p r a c t i c e s  w e r e  d o n e  a w a y .  
The  g rea t  body  o f  the  peop le  became dec ided ly  
r e l i g i o u s .  A s  t h e  p h r a s e  w a s ,  m o s t  o f  t h e  
S a t a n i c a l s  h a d  b e c o m e  P u r i t a n i c a l s .  T h e  
m a y o r ,  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  m a g i s -
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t r a t e s ,  h ad  embr a ced  the  t ru th .  Many  s co r e s  o f  
devout  per sons ,  wi thout  forming themse lves  in to  
a  s e p a r a t e  c h u r c h ,  m o r e  f u l l y  p e r f e c t e d  t h e i r  
e x i s t i n g  c hu r ch - s t a t e  b y  s o l emn l y  cov en an t i n g  
w i t h  G o d  a n d  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r ,  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  
Lo rd  i n  t h e  pu r i t y  o f  h i s  wo r s h i p .  The  m in i s - 
t e r  who s e  f i d e l i t y  wa s  t hu s  r ewa r d ed ,  wa s  t h e  
a d m i r a t i o n  o f  h i s  h e a r e r s ;  ‘ e x c e e d i n g l y  b e - 
l oved  o f  t h e  b e s t ,  a nd  admi r ed  and  r eve r enced  
o f  t h e  wo r s t . ’  He  wa s  h e l d  i n  h i gh  r e s p e c t  b y  
some of  the chie f  d igni tar ie s  both in Church and  
S t a t e .  I t  w a s  n o t i c e d  t h a t  t h e  t e m p o r a l  p r o s - 
p e r i t y  o f  t h e  t own  wa s  much  p romo t ed  by  t h e 
 i n c r e a s e d  i n t e l l i g e n c e  a n d  g o o d  o r d e r  w h i c h  
pe rvaded  the  p l ace  in  consequence  o f  h i s  a c t i v - 
i t y .  On h i s  a ccoun t  i t  wa s  much  r e so r t ed  to  by  
s t r a n g e r s ,  a nd  ‘many  g en t l emen  o f  g ood  qu a l - 
ity’ made it their abode.

A t  t h i s  t ime ,  Mr  Co t ton  h ad  a  v e r y  ab l e  co l - 
l e a gue ,  D r  An thony  Tuckney ,  a f t e rwa rd s  Ma s - 
t e r  o f  S t  J o h n ’ s  C o l l e g e ,  C a m b r i d g e .  W h i l e  
h e  f i l l e d  t h i s  l a t t e r  o f f i c e ,  h e  p u b l i s h e d  a  
“ B r i e f e  E x p o s i t i o n  o f  E c c l e s i a s t e s ” ,  b y  M r  
Cot ton ,  a  yea r  o r  two subsequent  to  the  l a t t e r ’ s  
d e c e a s e .  To  th i s  vo lume ,  p r i n t ed  a t  London  i n  
1 6 5 4 ,  D r  T u c k n e y  p r e f i x e d  a  d e d i c a t i o n ,  a d - 
d r e s s e d  t o  t h e  m a y o r ,  w i t h  t h e  a l d e r m e n  a n d  
o the r  Chr i s t i an  f r i end s ,  o f  Bo s ton ,  i n  L inco ln -
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s h i r e .  T h e  d e d i c a t i o n  p r e s e n t s  a  v e r y  h a p p y  
p i c tu re  o f  h i s  jo in t  min i s t ry  wi th  Mr  Cot ton  in  
t h a t  f a v o u r e d  p l a c e .  ‘ T h e  l a r g e  i n t e r e s t , ’  s a y s  
D r  T u c k n e y ,  ‘ w h i c h  I  h a v e  l o n g  e n j o y e d  i n  
you r  f a vou r ,  and  wh i ch  you  mus t  eve r  h ave  i n  
my  h e a r t ,  h a t h  embo l d ened  me  t o  p r e f i x  you r  
n ame s  t o  t h i s  p i e c e ;  a nd  w i t h  t h e  mor e  con f i - 
dence  o f  i t s  acceptance ,  because  in  i t  an  addre s s  
i s  made  to  you  a t  once  by  two  who  some t ime s  
w e r e  t o g e t h e r  y o u r  m i n i s t e r s  i n  t h e  g o s p e l  o f  
Chr i s t :  by  the  eve r  to  be  honoured  Mr  Cot ton ,  
i n  t h e  b o o k ,  a n d  b y  m y  u n w o r t h y  s e l f  i n  t h e  
r e v i e w  a n d  d e d i c a t i o n  o f  i t .  B o t h  o f  u s  a r e  
n o w  r e m o v e d  f r o m  y o u :  t h e  o n e ,  f i r s t  t o  a  
remote  par t  o f  the  wor ld ,  there  to  p lant  church- 
e s ,—and thence ,  a f t e r  tha t  happy  work  done ,  to  
h e a v en :  t h e  o t h e r  t o  s ome  mo r e  pub l i que  s e r - 
v i c e  n e a r e r  h a n d .  I  o f t e n  c a l l  t o  m i n d  t h o s e  
mo s t  comfo r t ab l e  d ay s ,  i n  wh i ch  I  en joyed  the  
h a p p i n e s s  o f  j o i n t  m i n i s t r y  w i t h  s o  a b l e  a n d  
f a i t h fu l  a  gu ide :  and  bo th  o f  u s  s o  much  s a t i s - 
f a c t i o n  a n d  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  f r o m  a  p e o p l e  s o  
un i ted  in  the  love  both  o f  the  t ru th ,  and o f  one  
a n o t h e r .  I  c a n n o t  r e a d  w h a t  P a u l  w r i t e t h  o f  
h i s  The s s a l on i an s  ( i n  t he  f i r s t  ch ap t e r s  o f  bo th  
h i s  e p i s t l e s  t o  t h e m ) ,  b u t  I  t h i n k  I  r e a d  o v e r  
w h a t  w e  t h e n  f o u n d  i n  B o s t o n .  T h e y  w e r e  
t h e n  v e r y  h a p p y  d a y s  w i t h  y o u ,  w h e n  y o u r 



	 proof-reading draft 1	 79

f a i t h  d i d  g r o w  e x c e e d i n g l y ,  a n d  y o u r  l o v e  t o  
Ch r i s t ’ s  o rd in ance s ,  m in i s t e r s ,  s e r v an t s ,  a nd  t o  
o n e  a n o t h e r  a b o u n d e d .  A l t h o u g h  y o u r  t o w n  
b e  s i t u a t e d  i n  a  l o w  c o u n t r y ,  y e t  G o d  t h e n  
r a i s e d  y o u r  e s t e e m  v e r y  h i g h :  a n d  y o u r  e m i - 
n e n c y  i n  p i e t y  o v e r t o p p e d  t h e  h e i g h t  o f  y o u r  
s t e ep l e .  You r  n ame  wa s  a s  an  o in tmen t  pou r ed  
out ,  and your  renown went  for th for  tha t  beauty  
and comeliness, which God had put upon you.’

H o w  c a n  w e  r e f r a i n  f r o m  l a m e n t i n g ,  t h a t  a  
Chr i s t i an  f lock ,  so  happ i ly  and pro f i t ab ly  un i ted  
under  the  gu idance  o f  i t s  be loved pa s tor s ,  cou ld  
no t  e s c ap e  t h e  f u r y  o f  r e l i g i ou s  t y r anny ?  Such  
in te r fe rence  i s  impotent  a s  to  any  good,  but  a l l ,  
p owe r f u l  f o r  e v i l .  The r e  i s  e v i d en c e ,  t h a t  t h e  
l e a v e n  o f  M r  C o t t o n ’ s  p i e t y  l o n g  l i n g e r e d  i n  
t h a t  on c e  f a vou r ed  p l a c e .  P e r h ap s  we  h a v e  a n  
e v i d e n c e  t h a t  i t s  i n f l u e n c e  i s  s t i l l ,  i n  s o m e  
mea su re ,  t r an smi t t ed  to  the  p re s en t  inhab i t an t s .  
I n  t h i s  y e a r ,  1 846 ,  t h e  mayo r  and  a l d e rmen  o f  
t h a t  a n c i e n t  c o r p o r a t i o n  a d d r e s s e d  a  l e t t e r  t o  
the  c iv ic  au thor i t i e s  o f  Bos ton in  New Eng land .  
Th i s  we l l  wr i t t en  communica t ion  wa s  s en t  w i th  
the  nob le  de s ign  o f  d rawing  c lo se r  the  bonds  o f  
ami ty  be tween two count r ie s  which were  appre- 
hended  to  be  in  some danger  o f  coming  to  hos- 
t i l i t i e s .  I n  t h i s  f r i e nd l y  m i s s i v e ,  t h e  p eop l e  o f  
the mother  town do not  fa i l  to remind the t rans-
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at lant ic  daughter ,  that  she i s  indebted to them of  
o ld  fo r  the i r  f amous  Mr Cot ton ,  and  the i r  more  
f a m o u s  n a m e .  F r o m  t h e n c e  i s  d r a w n  a n  a r g u - 
ment  for  the peace of  the nat ions  to which these  
cities respectively belong.

H i s  l e a r n i n g ,  a nd  h i s  a b i l i t y  i n  pu t t i n g  i t  t o  
g o o d  u s e ,  m a d e  h i m  a  s p e c i a l  f a v o u r i t e  w i t h  
A r c h b i s h o p  W i l l i a m s .  A n d  w h e n  t h a t  p r e l a t e  
wa s  b i shop  o f  L inco ln ,  and  a l so  Lord  Keeper  o f  
t h e  G r e a t  S e a l ,  b e i ng  t h e  l a s t  e c c l e s i a s t i c  who  
he ld  tha t  o f f i ce  in  Eng l and ,  he  went  to  the  im- 
per ious  James  I ,  and made so favourab le  a  repor t  
o f  Mr Cot ton’ s  s ingular  worth and learn ing,  tha t  
t h e  k i ng  g ave  con s en t  t h a t  h i s  m in i s t r y  s hou l d  
no t  be  i n t e r rup t ed  on  a c coun t  o f  h i s  non-con- 
f o r m i t y .  A n d  t h i s  w a s  v e r y  r e m a r k a b l e ,  w h e n  
we cons ide r  tha t  monarch ’ s  impetuos i ty  and  ex- 
a spe r a t ion  aga in s t  such  a s  o f f ended  in  tha t  p a r - 
t i c u l a r .  The  my s t e r y  o f  Mr  Co t t on ’ s  impun i t y  
w a s  n o t  k n o w n  t o  S a m u e l  W a r d ,  o f  f a c e t i o u s  
m e m o r y ,  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  t h e  ‘ S i m p l e  C o b b l e r ’ .  
H e  r e m a r k e d  i n  h i s  p l e a s a n t  m a n n e r ,  ‘ O f  a l l  
men in the wor ld ,  I  envy Mr Cotton,  o f  Bos ton,  
mo s t ;  f o r  he  do th  no th ing  by  way  o f  con fo rm- 
i t y ,  a n d  y e t  h a t h  h i s  l i b e r t y :  a n d  I  d o  a l m o s t  
every thing that way, and cannot enjoy mine.’

The  v i c a r  o f  Bo s ton  wa s  ve ry  much  r e spec t ed  
b y  t h e  e a r l s  o f  Do r che s t e r  a nd  L i nd s a y .  The s e 
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noblemen be ing in  the  v ic in i ty ,  a t tending to  the  
d r a in ing  o f  s ome  pa r t  o f  t he  L inco ln sh i r e  f en s ,  
c a m e  t o  h e a r  t h i s  n o t e d  p r e a c h e r .  H i s  t e x t  
tha t  day  was  Ga la t i ans  2 :20 ;  ‘ I  am cruc i f ied  wi th  
Ch r i s t ’ ,  &c . ;  and  he  wa s  p r ep a r ed  t o  d i s cou r s e  
on  the  du ty  o f  l i v ing  by  f a i th  in  adve r s i t y .  Bu t  
c o n s i d e r i n g  t h a t  t h e s e  h i g h  a n d  m i g h t y  l o r d s  
h ad  neve r  been  ve ry  conve r s an t  w i th  adve r s i t y ,  
he  prompt ly  rever sed  h i s  sub jec t ,  and  expa t i a ted  
on  the  du ty  o f  l i v i ng  by  f a i t h  i n  p ro spe r i t y .  I t  
i s  s a i d ,  t h a t  t h e y  a l s o  h e a r d  h i m  d i s c o u r s e  o n  
c i v i l  g ov e r nmen t ,  a nd  we r e  g r e a t l y  c a p t i v a t e d  
w i th  the  w i sdom and  sp i r i t  by  wh i ch  be  sp ake .  
T h e y  a s s u r e d  h i m  o f  t h e i r  f r i e n d s h i p ;  a n d  
o f fe red ,  i f  ever  i t  shou ld  be  needed,  to  exer t  a l l  
t he i r  i n f l uence  a t  the  roya l  cour t  i n  h i s  beha l f .  
W h e n  t h e s e  p u i s s a n t  n o b l e s  h a d  o c c a s i o n e d  
some s c anda l  by  indu lg ing  in  d ive r s ion s  un su i t - 
a b l e  t o  t h e  S a b b a t h ,  t h e y  k i n d l y  a c c e p t e d  h i s  
d i s c ree t  admoni t ions ,  and  promi sed  re format ion .  
H i s  f a i t h f u l  d e a l i n g  i s  t h e  m o r e  t o  b e  c o m - 
m e n d e d ,  w h e n  w e  t a k e  i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  p r o - 
found venerat ion then fe l t  for  those who were so  
favoured in the acc ident  of  b i r th .  We have heard  
o l d  coun t r ymen ,  a dv anced  i n  y e a r s ,  t e l l  o f  t h e  
a w f u l  r e s p e c t  i n  w h i c h  n o b i l i t y  w a s  h e l d  i n  
t h e i r  y o u n g  d a y s :  s o  t h a t  i n  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  
speak  to  a  pee r  o f  the  r e a lm wi th  h i s  s t a r  upon 
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h i s  b re a s t ,  the  tongue  wou ld  c l e ave  to  the  roo f  
o f  t h e  m o u t h . *  T h e  F r e n c h  r e v o l u t i o n  s e e m s  
t o  h a v e  f o r e v e r  b r o k e n  d o w n  t h i s  f e e l i n g  o f  
o v e r p o w e r i n g  v e n e r a t i o n  f o r  a r i s t o c r a c y .  W e  
l ook  upon  an  ano in t ed  k ing  w i th  f a r  l e s s  emo- 
t i o n  i n  t h e s e  t i m e s ,  w h e n  r e v e r e n c e  f o r  m e r e  
rank is rapidly passing away.

T o w a r d  t h e  e n d  o f  h i s  r e s i d e n c e  i n  B o s t o n ,  
Mr  Co t ton  wa s  f o r  a  who l e  y e a r  d i s ab l ed  f r om  
p r e a ch ing ,  by  a  qua r t e rn  a gue ,  wh i ch  beg an  i n  
S e p t e m b e r ,  1 6 2 0 .  H i s  p h y s i c i a n s  a d v i s i n g  a  
change of  a i r ,  he  removed to the mans ion of  the  
e a r l  o f  L i n c o l n ,  a n o t h e r  o f  h i s  n o b l e  f r i e n d s ,  
w h o s e  C o u n t e s s  w a s  a  l a d y  o f  e m i n e n t  p i e t y .  
A m o n g  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  w a s  t h e  c e l e b r a t e d  l a d y  
A rbe l l a  J ohn son ,  and  a l s o  t h e  l a dy  Su s an ,  w i f e  
o f  J ohn  Humphrey ,  one  o f  t h e  a s s i s t a n t s .  Bo th  
o f  t he s e  l a d i e s  s e t t l ed ,  and  the  f o rme r  d i ed ,  i n  
t h i s  co lony  o f  Ma s s a chu s e t t s .  I n  t he  ho sp i t ab l e  
dwe l l i ng  o f  the i r  p a r en t s ,  Mr  Cot ton  r ecove red  
h i s  h e a l t h :  b u t  l o s t  h i s  e s t i m a b l e  w i f e  b y  t h e  
s ame  d i s e a s e ,  a f t e r  a  h appy  and  r e l i g iou s  un ion  
o f  e ighteen year s ,  About  a  year  a f ter ,  he marr ied 

*	 I t  i s  s a i d ,  t h a t  a  young  l ady  f r om the  coun t r y  be ing  u she r ed  i n to  
the  d read  p re sence  o f  Sa r ah ,  Duche s s  o f  Mar lborough ,  lo s t  a l l  he r  s e l f - 
po s s e s s i on ,  a nd  f a l l i n g  upon  he r  knee s ,  mechan i c a l l y  r e c i t e d  h e r  cu s - 
t o m a r y  g r a c e  a t  m e a l s :  ‘ L o r d ,  m a k e  u s  s u i t a b l y  t h a n k f u l  f o r  w h a t  
we are about to receive!’
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a n  e s t i m a b l e  w i d o w ,  M r s  S a r a h  S t o r y ,  
who was  an  endea red  f r i end  o f  h i s  fo rmer  wi f e .  
Good  Mr  Nor ton ,  s p e ak i ng  o f  t h e s e  g r a v e  and  
g o d l y  m a t r o n s ,  c o m p a r e s  t h e m  w i t h  E u o d i a s  
a n d  S y n t y c h e ,  ‘ w h i c h  l a b o u r e d  w i t h  P a u l  i n  
the gospel.’

No t  l ong  a f t e r  h i s  s e cond  ma r r i a g e ,  t h e  t em- 
p e s t ,  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  d e l a y e d  f o r  s o  m a n y  
y e a r s ,  b r o k e  f o r t h .  T h e r e  w a s  i n  t h e  t o w n  a  
d i s s i p a t ed  ch a r a c t e r ,  Gawa in  J ohn son  by  n ame ,  
whose  i r r egu l a r i t i e s  had  b rough t  h im unde r  the  
not ice  of  the correct iona l  pol ice .  Resolved to be  
r evenged  upon the  mag i s t r a t e s  by  whom he  had  
been puni shed,  he  went  up to  London,  and f i l ed  
a n  i n f o r m a t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e m  i n  t h a t  i n f a m o u s  
t r i b u n a l ,  t h e  H i g h  C o m m i s s i o n  C o u r t .  T h i s  
b o d y  w a s  s t y l e d  t h e  ‘ H i g h  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  f o r  
C a u s e s  E c c l e s i a s t i c a l ’ :  a n d  w a s  f i r s t  s e t  u p  b y  
Q u e e n  E l i z a b e t h  i n  1 5 5 9 .  I t  w a s  c o m p o s e d  o f  
b i shops ,  pr ivy  counse l lor s ,  o f f i cer s  o f  s t a te ,  l aw- 
yer s ,  deans ,  and the  l ike ,  to  the  number  o f  for ty  
o r  more ;  th ree  o f  whom,  u sua l l y  wi th  a  b i shop ,  
o r  o t h e r  d i g n i t a r y ,  a t  t h e i r  h e a d ,  w e r e  v e s t e d  
w i t h  f u l l  powe r  t o  i nqu i r e  i n t o  and  pun i s h  a l l  
op in ions  or  prac t i ce s  d i f f e rent  f rom those  o f  the  
e s t a b l i s h e d  C h u r c h .  A l l  s u c h  c a s e s  t h e y  c o u l d  
t r y ,  e i t h e r  w i t h  o r  w i t h o u t  a  j u r y ,  t h e  w h o l e  
sup remacy  and  de spo t i sm o f  the  mona rch  be ing 
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commit ted into the i r  hands  by roya l  commiss ion.  
P e r s o n s  i n f o r m e d  a g a i n s t  b y  l e t t e r  o n l y  w e r e  
c i t e d  b e f o r e  t h em ;  a nd  i n  t r y i n g  t h em ,  no  r e - 
g a r d  wa s  h ad  t o  t h e  s t a t u t e  l aw s  o f  t h e  r e a lm .  
T h e  a c c u s e d  w e r e  t o s s e d  a b o u t  i n  t h e  v a s t ,  
s t o rmy  and  mos t  unce r t a in  gu l f  o f  the  common  
l a w ;  w h e r e  s h i p w r e c k  w a s  a l m o s t  i n e v i t a b l e .  
T h e  m o s t  o d i o u s  o f  t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s  i n  t h a t  
cou r t ,  i n  wh i ch  w i tne s s e s  we r e  no t  open l y  ex - 
a m i n e d ,  w a s  t h e  o a t h  e x  o f f i c i o ; — a n  o a t h  b y  
wh i ch  the  p r i s one r  wa s  r equ i r ed  to  an swe r  any  
ques t ion which shou ld  be  put  to  h im,  no mat te r  
how deep ly  the  an swer  migh t  i n ju r e  h im.  I f  he  
r e f u s ed  t o  swea r ,  h e  wa s  s e ve r e l y  pun i shed  f o r  
contempt  o f  cour t ,  i f  he  an swered ,  he  was  con- 
v i c t e d  o n  h i s  o w n  c o n f e s s i o n .  T h i s  o u t r a g e  
w a s  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  c o m m i t t e d  a g a i n s t  e v e r y  
p r i n c i p l e  o f  l aw  and  j u s t i c e ,  r e qu i r i n g  t h a t  no  
m a n  s h a l l  b e  c o m p e l l e d  t o  c r i m i n a t e  h i m s e l f .  
Hume  ha s  j u s t l y  denounced  the  H igh  Commi s - 
s i on  a s  a  ‘ r e a l  I nqu i s i t i on ;  a t t e nded  w i t h  s im- 
i l a r  i n i q u i t i e s  a n d  c r u e l t i e s . ’ *  D r  L i n g a r d ,  
h i m s e l f  a  R o m a n i s t ,  s a y s :  ‘ T h e  c h i e f  d i f f e r - 
e n c e  c o n s i s t e d  i n  t h e i r  n a m e s .  O n e  w a s  t h e  
cour t  o f  Inqui s i t ion,  the  other  o f  High Commis- 
s i o n . ’ †  T h i s  t r i b u n a l ,  w h i l e  i t  l a s t e d ,  w a s  i n 

*	 Eliz., chap. xii.
†	 History of England, vol. v., chap. vi.
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t ru th  a  ve ry  e f f i c i en t  sub s t i tu te  fo r  the  Inqu i s i - 
t i o n ,  w h i c h  D u  P l e s s i s  M o r n a y  e n e r g e t i c a l l y  
called, ‘that hell of the papacy.’

T h e  c h a r g e  m a d e  a t  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h i s  i n - 
f a m o u s  c o u r t  a g a i n s t  t h e  B o s t o n  m a g i s t r a t e s ,  
wa s  f o r  no t  knee l i ng  a t  t h e  s a c r amen t ,  and  f o r  
n e g l e c t i n g  s o m e  o t h e r  c e r e m o n i e s  o f  t h e  l i k e  
impo r t ance .  The  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  cou r t  r equ i r ed  
t h a t  t h e  m i n i s t e r ’ s  n a m e  s h o u l d  b e  i n s e r t e d .  
‘ N a y , ’  s a i d  t h e  i n f o r m e r ,  J o h n s o n ,  ‘ t h e  m i n - 
i s t e r  i s  a n  h o n e s t  m a n ,  a n d  n e v e r  d i d  m e  a n y  
w r o n g . ’  B u t  b e i n g  t o l d  t h a t  h i s  c o m p l a i n t  
w o u l d  b e  t h r o w n  o u t  u n l e s s  i t  i n c l u d e d  t h e  
name o f  the  min i s t e r  who permi t t ed  the  a l l eged  
i r r e g u l a r i t i e s ,  t h e  m i s e r a b l e  m a n ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  
lo s e  h i s  r evenge ,  in se r t ed  the  name o f  one  who  
h ad  neve r  i n j u r ed  h im .  Upon  th i s ,  l e t t e r s  m i s - 
s i v e  w e r e  f o r t h w i t h  d e s p a t c h e d  t o  b r i n g  M r  
Cotton before that dreaded bar.

T h e  R e v .  J o h n  R o g e r s  o f  D e d h a m ,  i n  E n g - 
l and,  one o f  the  sons  o f  tha t  Mar ian mar tyr  who  
u sed  to  be  f igured  in  the  rude  wood-cut s  o f  the  
N e w  E n g l a n d  P r i m e r ,  w a s  i n f o r m e d  o f  t h e  
a c c u s a t i o n  e n t e r e d  a g a i n s t  M r  C o t t o n .  M r  
R o g e r s  r e c e i v e d  t h e  s o r r o w f u l  t i d i n g s  j u s t  a s  
h e  wa s  go i ng  t o  p r e a ch  h i s  week l y  l e c t u r e .  I n  
h i s  d i s c o u r s e  h e  d e e p l y  l a m e n t e d  t h e  o c c u r - 
r ence ,  and  b roke  ou t ,  w i th  a  s o r t  o f  p rophe t i c 
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f i r e ,  i n  word s  t o  t h i s  e f f e c t :—‘As  f o r  t h a t  man  
who  h a th  c au s ed  a  f a i t h f u l  p a s t o r  t o  b e  d r i v en  
f r om  h i s  f l o c k ,  h e  i s  a  w i s p  u s e d  b y  t h e  h and  
o f  G o d  f o r  t h e  s c o u r i n g  o f  h i s  p e o p l e .  B u t  
m a r k  t h e  w o r d s  n o w  s p o k e n  b y  a  m i n i s t e r  o f  
t h e  L o r d !  I  a m  v e r i l y  p e r s u a d e d ,  t h a t  t h e  
j udgemen t s  o f  God  w i l l  o v e r t a k e  t h e  man  t h a t  
ha th  done  th i s  th ing ;  e i the r  he  wi l l  d i e  under  a  
h edge ,  o r  s ome th ing  e l s e ,  mo r e  t h an  t h e  o rd i - 
n a r y  d e a t h  o f  m e n ,  s h a l l  b e f a l l  h i m . ’  T h o s e  
o l d  men  o f  God  d i d  no t  h e s i t a t e  t o  v en t u r e  a  
p r ed i c t i on  o f  t h i s  k ind ;  f o r  t hey  h ad  fu l l  o f t en  
witnessed the wretched end of such characters;

And old experience doth attain, 
To something like prophetic strain.

and  i t  c ame  acco rd ing l y  to  pa s s ,  t h a t  th i s  so r ry  
i n fo rmer ,  ve ry  sho r t l y  a f t e r ,  d i ed  o f  the  p l ague  
u n d e r  a  h e d g e  i n  Y o r k s h i r e .  T h r o u g h  f e a r  o f  
con t ag ion ,  he  pe r i shed  a lone ,  and  wa s  l e f t  l ong  
u n b u r i e d .  O u r  f a t h e r s ,  w h o  w e r e  e x c e e d i n g l y  
inqu i s i t i ve  and  t ru s t fu l  in  such  ma t t e r s ,  d id  no t  
f a i l  to  recogn i se  in  th i s  event  an  ev ident  d iv ine  
r e t r i bu t i on  f r om the  h and  o f  h im ,  who ,  a s  t h e  
P s a l m i s t  s a i t h ,  ‘ h a t h  b e n t  h i s  b o w ,  a n d  m a d e  
i t  r e ady ,—who o rda ine th  h i s  a r rows  aga in s t  the  
persecutors.’

G o o d  M r  W h i t i n g ,  ‘ t h e  a n g e l  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  
i n  L y n n ’ ,  w h e r e  h e  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  p a s t o r ,  w a s 
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h i m s e l f  a  n a t i v e  o f  o l d  B o s t o n .  H e  w r o t e  a  
b i o g r a p h i c a l  s k e t c h  o f  M r  C o t t o n ,  w h i c h  w a s  
t h e  b a s i s  o f  J o h n  N o r t o n ’ s  m o r e  e x t e n d e d  
me mo i r ,  on  wh i ch  l a t t e r  wo rk  Co t t on  Ma th e r  
e n l a r g e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y .  T o  t h e  f a c t s  r e l a t e d  i n  
M a t h e r ’ s  v e r y  v a l u a b l e  a c c o u n t ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  
n a r r a t i v e  make s  v e r y  g r e a t  a dd i t i on s  c o l l e c t e d  
f r om eve r y  a v a i l a b l e  s ou r c e .  Th i s  Mr  Whi t i ng ,  
speak ing o f  John Cot ton’ s  enemies ,  who secre t ly  
p l o t t e d ,  o r  o p e n l y  a c t e d ,  a g a i n s t  h i m  i n  o l d  
B o s t o n ,  r e m a r k s : — ‘ T h e y  a l l  o f  t h e m  w e r e  
b la s ted,  e i ther  in thei r  names ,  or  in thei r  e s ta tes ,  
o r  in  the i r  f ami l i e s ,  o r  in  the i r  dev i ce s ,  o r  e l s e  
c a m e  t o  u n t i m e l y  d e a t h s ;  w h i c h  s h o w s  h o w  
God ha th  owned h i s  s e rvant  in  h i s  ho ly  l abour s ;  
and that  in the things  wherein they dea l t  proudly  
a g a in s t  h im ,  he  wou ld  be  above  them. ’  Doub t - 
l e s s ,  t h e  aveng ing  p rov idence  o f  God  i s  no t  t o  
b e  r a s h l y  s c r u t i n i s e d .  W e  c a n n o t  b e  t o o  c a u - 
t i o u s  i n  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  s u c h  m a t t e r s .  
And  y e t  a  b ro ad  i nduc t i on  o f  f a c t s  w i l l  j u s t i f y  
t h e  s o l e m n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  t h a t  ‘ v e r i l y  t h e r e  i s  a  
G o d  t h a t  j u d g e t h  i n  t h e  e a r t h . ’  H i s  p e o p l e  
a r e  h i s  c h a r g e .  ‘ Y e a ,  h e  h a t h  r e p r o v e d  k i n g s  
fo r  the i r  s ake s ;  s ay ing ,  Touch  no t  mine  ano in t - 
ed, and do my prophets no harm.’

Mr  Co t t on ,  wa r n ed  t h a t  l e t t e r s  m i s s i v e  we r e  
i s s u ed  a g a i n s t  h im ,  conce a l ed  h imse l f  f r om the 
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e a g e r  s e a r c h  o f  t h e  p u r s u i v a n t s  b y  f l i g h t .  H e  
wa s  aware  tha t ,  i f  app rehended ,  he  had  no th ing  
better  to expect  than to pine in perpetual  impri s- 
onmen t ,  i n  wh i ch  so  many  o f  h i s  b r e th r en  h ad  
w o r n  o u t  t h e i r  s h o r t e n e d  d a y s .  D u r i n g  h i s  
concea lment ,  h i s  potent  f r i end ,  the  Ear l  o f  Dor- 
c h e s t e r ,  o r  a s  m o r e  c o m m o n l y  c a l l e d ,  D o r s e t ,  
who  wa s  a  tho rough  cour t i e r ,  l o rd  chamber l a in  
t o  t h e  q u e e n ,  a n d  f a r  e n o u g h  f r o m  b e i n g  a  
P u r i t a n ,  e x e r t e d  a l l  h i s  i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  c a s e .  
B u t  t h a t  g r i n d i n g  a n d  r e m o r s e l e s s  o p p r e s s o r ,  
Laud ,  who,  about  th i s  t ime ,  was  made  a rchb i sh- 
op o f  Canterbury ,  and who on the  very  day  tha t  
he  became pr imate  and  met ropo l i t an  o f  a l l  Eng- 
l and ,  r ece ived ,  by  a  s i gn i f i c an t  co inc idence ,  the  
o f fer  o f  a  card ina l ’ s  ha t  f rom Rome,  was  inexor- 
a b l e .  Th a t  b i t t e r  p r e l a t e  wou l d  o f t e n  e x c l a im :  
‘ O  t h a t  I  c o u l d  m e e t  w i t h  C o t t o n ! ’  T h e  
nob l e  e a r l ,  p e r c e i v ing  t h a t  a l l  h i s  i n t e r c e s s i on s  
mus t  be  unava i l ing ,  wro te  to  the  i r r ep roachab le  
f u g i t i v e ,  t h a t  ‘ i f  h e  h ad  b e en  gu i l t y  o f  d runk- 
enne s s ,  o r  unc l e anne s s ,  o r  any  such  l e s s e r  f au l t ,  
h e  c o u l d  h a v e  o b t a i n e d  h i s  p a r d o n ;  b u t  i n a s - 
much  a s  he  h ad  been  gu i l t y  o f  non-con fo rm i t y  
a n d  p u r i t a n i s m ,  t h e  c r i m e  w a s  u n p a r d o n a b l e ’ ;  
and ended with advis ing him to f ly  for  hi s  sa fety.  
I t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g ,  a f t e r  t h i s  s a m p l e  o f  t h e i r  
qu a l i t y ,  t h a t  Mr  Co t t on  s hou l d  l ong  a f t e r  s a y : 



	 proof-reading draft 1	 89

‘ T h e  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  c o u r t s  a r e  l i k e  t h e  c o u r t s  
o f  t h e  h i gh  p r i e s t s  a nd  ph a r i s e e s ,  wh i ch  So l o - 
m o n ,  b y  a  s p i r i t  o f  p r o p h e c y  s t i l e t h ,  d e n s  o f  
l i o n s  a n d  m o u n t a i n s  o f  l e o p a r d s .  A n d  t h o s e  
w h o  h a v e  t o  d o  w i t h  t h e m ,  h a v e  f o u n d  t h e m  
ma rke t s  o f  t h e  s i n s  o f  t h e  peop l e ,  t h e  c age s  o f  
uncleanness ,  the forges  of  extort ion,  the taberna- 
cles of bribery.’

T h e r e  i s  e x t a n t  a  l e t t e r ,  d a t e d  3  O c t o b e r  
1 632 ,  w r i t t e n  by  Mr  Co t t on  wh i l e  unde r  con - 
cea lment ,  to  the  l ady  he  had  but  l a te ly  mar r i ed .  
I t  i s  h e r e  i n s e r t e d  a s  p r e s en t i n g  a  con f i d en t i a l  
expression of his feelings at the time.

Dea r  &c .  I f  ou r  he aven l y  Fa the r  be  p l e a s ’ d  
to  make our  Yoke more heavy than we did so  
s oon  expec t ,  r emembe r  I  p r ay  t hee  wha t  we  
h a v e  h e a r d ,  t h a t  o u r  h e a v e n l y  H u s b a n d  t h e  
Lord  J e su s ,  when  he  1 s t  c a l l ed  u s  to  Fe l low- 
ship with himself, called us unto this Condition,  
t o  deny  ou r s e l v e s ,  and  to  t ake  up  ou r  Cro s s  
da i ly ,  to  fo l low him. And t ru ly ,  tho’  th i s  Cup  
be brackish at the first; yet a Cup of God’s ming- 
l ing i s  doubt le s s  sweet  in  the Bot tom, to such  
as have learned to make it  their greatest Happi- 
ness  to partake with Chris t ,  a s  in his  Glory,  so  
i n  t h e  W a y  t h a t  l e a d e t h  t o  i t .  W h e r e  I  a m  
for  the present ,  I  am very f i t ly  and welcomely 
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accommodated,  I  thank God: so as  I  see here I  
m igh t  r e s t  d e s i r ed  enough  t i l l  my  F r i end s  a t  
Home sha l l  d i rec t  fur ther .  They des i re  a l so  to  
see  thee here ,  but  tha t  I  th ink i t  not  sa fe  yet ,  
t i l l  we see how God wil l  deal  with our Neigh- 
bour s  a t  Home:  fo r  i f  you  shou ld  now t r ave l  
this Way, I fear you will be watched and dogged  
a t  t h e  H e e l s .  B u t  I  h o p e  s h o r t l y  G o d  w i l l  
m a k e  W a y  f o r  t h y  s a f e  C o m i n g .  T h e  L o r d  
watch over  you a l l  for  Good,  and revea l  h im- 
se l f  in the Guidance of  a l l  our Affa ir s .  So with  
my Love to thee,  a s  myse l f ,  I  re s t ;  des i rous  of  
thy Rest and Peace in him. � J.C.

Th i s  l e t t e r ,  w r i t t en  unde r  s u ch  c i r cums t ance s  
o f  p a i n f u l  s e p a r a t i on ,  imminen t  p e r i l ,  a nd  un - 
c e r t a i n t y  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e ,  b e t r a y s  n o  p e t u l a n t  
impa t i ence  o r  unman ly  r ep in ing s .  I t  be au t i f u l l y  
po r t r a y s  t h e  s ub l ime  pe a c e f u l n e s s  o f  t h e  m ind ,  
w h i c h ,  i n  t h e  h o u r  o f  a d v e r s i t y ,  i s  s t a y e d  o n  
God .  Wi th in  s i x  week s  f rom the  wr i t i ng  o f  the  
above le t te r ,  th i s  p ious  couple  was  aga in  uni ted ,  
though obliged still to live in concealment.

A f t e r  e a rne s t  p r a ye r  f o r  d i v i ne  d i r e c t i on ,  and  
much consu l ta t ion wi th good men upon the sub- 
j e c t ,  M r  C o t t o n  c o n c l u d e d  t o  s e e k  r e f u g e  i n  
Hol l and ,  whi ther  so  many  o f  the  Pur i t an  min i s - 
t e r s  and  peop l e  h ad  a l r e ady  f l e d  f r om the  v i o -
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l e n c e  o f  p e r s e c u t i o n .  S o m e  o f  h i s  B o s t o n  
f r i ends  urged  h im to  permi t  them to  su s t a in  and  
pro tec t  h im,  tha t  they  might  pr iva te ly  en joy  the  
benef i t  o f  h i s  mini s t ry ,  wi thout  which they must  
be  expo sed  to  g re a t  t empta t ion .  Bu t  the  vene r - 
a b l e  M r  D o d ,  a n  o l d  P u r i t a n  f a m o u s  f o r  h i s  
p ie ty  and h i s  wi t ,  to ld  them,  ‘ tha t  the  removing  
o f  a  m i n i s t e r  w a s  l i k e  t h e  d r a i n i n g  o f  a  f i s h - 
pond :  t h e  good  f i s h  w i l l  f o l l ow  the  wa t e r ;  bu t  
e e l s ,  a n d  o t h e r  r e f u s e  f i s h ,  w i l l  s t i c k  i n  t h e  
mud.’

Tha t  t h e r e  we r e  i n  t h e  pond  some  good  f i s h ,  
w i t h  l i f e  e nough  t o  f o l l ow  t h e  wa t e r ,  a p p e a r s  
f r o m  M r  C o t t o n ’ s  b o o k  o n  t h e  ‘ H o l i n e s s e  o f  
Chu r ch -Membe r s ’ ,  p r i n t ed  many  y e a r s  a f t e r  i n  
1 6 5 0 .  I t  i s  d e d i c a t e d  ‘ t o  m y  h o n o u r e d ,  w o r - 
sh ip fu l  and  wor thy  f r i end s ,  t he  Mayor  and  Ju s - 
t i c e s ,  t h e  A l d e r m e n  a n d  C o m m o n  C o u n c i l ,  
t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  w h o l e  C o n g r e g a t i o n  a n d  
C h u r c h  a t  B o s t o n . ’  S p e a k i n g  o f  o l d  t i m e s  
w i t h  t h e m ,  h e  s a y s ; — ‘ A n d  y e  b e c a m e  f o l l o w - 
e r s  o f  u s ,  a n d  o f  t h e  L o r d ;  a n d  s h o w e d  y o u r - 
s e l v e s  en s amp l e s  i n  some  f i r s t  f r u i t s  o f  r e fo rm- 
a t ion ,  unto many ne ighbour  congrega t ions  about  
you:  1   Thessa lonians  1 :6 ,7 .  And though you saw,  
t h a t  a ny  sma l l  me a s u r e  o f  r e f o rma t i on ,  (wh i ch  
t h e n  w a s  o f f e n s i v e  t o  t h e  S t a t e ,  a n d  s u f f e r e d  
u n d e r  t h e  n a m e  o f  N o n - C o n f o r m i t y , )  w o u l d 
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expose  your se lve s  to  some su f fe r ings ,  un le s s  you  
d e s e r t ed  me ,  y e t  I  b e a r  you  r e co rd ,  you  cho s e  
r a ther  to  expose  your se lves  to  charge  and hazard  
f o r  m a r r y  y e a r s  t o g e t h e r ,  t h a n  t o  e x p o s e  m y  
m i n i s t r y  t o  s i l e n c e .  A n d  t h o u g h ,  a t  l a s t ,  i n  
tha t  hour  and  power  o f  da rkne s s ,  when  the  l a t e  
H i gh  Commi s s i on  b e g an  t o  s t r e t c h  f o r t h  t h e i r  
ma l ignant  a rm aga in s t  u s ,  I  was  forced  to  depar t  
s e c r e t l y  f r o m  y o u  ( f r o m  s o m e  o f  y o u ,  I  s a y ) ,  
howbei t ,  not  wi thout  the  pr iv i ty  and consent  o f  
t h e  ch i e f ,  y e t  s und r y  o f  you  y i e l d ed  up  you r - 
s e l v e s ,  a s  I t t a i  t o  D a v i d ,  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  L o r d  
wh i t h e r s o ev e r  h e  s hou l d  c a l l ;  a nd  t o  go  a l ong  
w i t h  me ,  whe the r  t o  l i f e  o r  d e a th ,  i n  t h i s  l a t e  
how l i ng  w i l d e rn e s s .  And  t hough ,  a f t e r  my  d e - 
p a r tu r e ,  you  we re  somewha t  c a r r i ed  a s i d e  w i th  
the torrent of  the t imes,  yet ,  I  bel ieve,  not with- 
ou t  some apprehens ion  o f  the  l i gh t  o f  the  word  
going before you, in your judgements ,  to the sat- 
i s f a c t i o n  o f  y o u r  o w n  c o n s c i e n c e s .  A n d  e v e r  
s ince  tha t  t ime ,  where in  the  s t rong  band  o f  the  
Lord ,  and  the  mag l ignancy  o f  the  t imes ,  had  se t  
th i s  vas t  d i s tance of  p lace ,  and great  gul f  o f  sea s ,  
be tween  u s ;  ye t  s t i l l  you  c l a imed  an  in t e r e s t  i n  
me ,  and  have  yea r l y  min i s t e r ed  some re a l  t e s t i - 
m o n y  o f  y o u r  l o v e .  A n d  a t  l a s t ,  w h e n  t h e  
Lord ,  o f  h i s  r i ch  g r ace ,  had  d i spe l l ed  the  s to rm  
o f  m a l i g n a n t  c h u r c h - g o v e r n m e n t ,  y o u  i n v i t e d 
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me aga in and aga in,  to re turn unto the p lace and  
work  where in  I  had  wa lked be fore  the  Lord  and  
y o u  i n  f o r m e r  t i m e s .  B u t  t h e  e s t a t e  o f  t h o s e  
of  you who came a long with me,  and who there- 
by  had mos t  in te re s t  in  me,  cou ld  not  bear  tha t .  
Nor would my re la t ion to the church here  su f fer  
i t .  N o r  w o u l d  m y  a g e ,  n o w  s t r i c k e n  i n  y e a r s ,  
nor inf i rm body,  i l l -brooking the seas ,  be able  to  
unde rgo  i t ,  w i thou t  ex t r eme  pe r i l  o f  becoming  
unserviceable either to yourselves or others.’

F r om  t h i s  d o cumen t  we  l e a r n  s e v e r a l  t h i n g s ,  
w h i c h  m i g h t  n o t  o t h e r w i s e  h a v e  c o m e  t o  o u r  
k n o w l e d g e .  I t  a p p e a r s ,  t h a t  t h e  a f f e c t i o n s  o f  
h i s  o l d  f l o ck  c l ung  t o  t h e i r  b an i s h ed  m in i s t e r :  
and tha t ,  th rough some twenty  year s  o f  ab sence ,  
t h e y  a n n u a l l y  s e n t  h i m  s u b s t a n t i a l  t o k e n s  o f  
t h e i r  anx i e t y  t o  p romo te  h i s  comfo r t .  We  f i nd  
t oo ,  t h a t  when  t h e  exe cu t i on  o f  Wi l l i am  Laud  
and  Cha r l e s  S t u a r t  h ad  r emoved  t h e  b a r  t o  h i s  
re turn ,  they  sent  h im such re i te ra ted  and urgent  
ca l l s  a s  cou ld  be  dec l ined  on ly  for  the  mos t  im- 
perative reasons.

To the se  rea sons  the re  i s  another  to  be  added .  
W h i l e  t h e  L o n g  P a r l i a m e n t  w a s  a t  t h e  h e i g h t  
of  i t s  power,  before Cromwel l  had c losed i t  wi th  
h i s  ‘ pu rg ing  co lone l s ’ ,  t he  p r e sby t e r i a l  f o rm o f  
government  was  imposed  by  l aw on the  pa r i she s  
o f  Eng l a nd .  P r e s b y t e r i a n i sm ,  a t  t h a t  t ime ,  a d -
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mi t t ed  pe r son s  con f e s s ed l y  un r egene r a t e  t o  t he  
L o r d ’ s  t a b l e .  I n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h i s ,  M r  C o t t o n  
t o l d  h i s  i m p o r t u n a t e  f r i e n d s ; — ‘ T h e  e s t a t e  o f  
y o u r  c h u r c h ,  a d m i t t i n g  m o r e  t h a n  p r o f e s s e d  
s a i n t s  t o  t h e  f e l l o w s h i p  o f  t h e  s e a l s ,  a n d  t h e  
gove rnment  o f  your  church  sub j ec t ed  to  an  ex- 
t r i n s i c a l  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  powe r ,  wou ld  h ave  been  
p e r p e t u a l  s c r u p l e s  a n d  t o r m e n t s  t o  m y  c o n - 
sc ience ,  which,  knowing the ter ror s  o f  the Lord,  
and the convict ion of  my own judgement,  I  durs t  
n o t  v e n t u r e  u p o n . ’  T o  t h i s  h e  a d d s ,  i n  h i s  
cha r i t ab l e ,  un rep roach ing  manne r ;—‘Not  th a t  I  
m i s judge  o the r s  who  can  s a t i s f y  the i r  con sc i en- 
c e s  i n  a  l a r ge r  l a t i t ude :  bu t  bec au s e  eve ry  man  
i s  to  be  fu l l y  pe r suaded  in  h i s  own mind ,  and  I  
must live by my own faith. Romans 14:5.’

M r  C o t t o n  d i d  n o t  l a y  d o w n  h i s  p a s t o r a l  
c h a r g e  i n  a n y  s u m m a r y  o r  i n f o r m a l  m a n n e r .  
He  f i r s t  ob t a ined  the  con s en t  o f  h i s  p eop l e ,  s o  
f a r  a s  i t  w a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  c o n s u l t  t h e m  o n  t h e  
s u b j e c t .  ‘On  t h i s  p o i n t , ’  h e  s a y s ,  ‘ I  c on f e r r e d  
with the chief  of  our people,  and offered then, to  
b e a r  w i t n e s s  t o  t h e  t r u t h  I  h a d  p r e a c h e d  a n d  
pract iced amongst  them, even unto bonds,  i f  they  
conce ived  i t  might  be  any  conf i rmat ion  to  the i r  
f a i t h  a n d  p a t i e n c e .  B u t  t h e y  d i s s u a d e d  m e  
from that course,  and thinking i t  better for them- 
s e lve s ,  and  fo r  me ,  and  fo r  the  Church  o f  God , 
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to  wi thdraw myse l f  f rom the  p re sen t  s to rm,  and  
t o  m i n i s t e r  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  [ N e w  E n g l a n d ,  
whence  th i s  l e t t e r  wa s  wr i t t en ]  to  such  o f  the i r  
t own  a s  t h e y  h ad  s en t  b e f o r e  h i t h e r ,  a nd  s u ch  
o the r s  a s  we re  w i l l i ng  to  go  a long  w i th  me ,  o r  
to follow after me.’* 

G o v e r n o r  H u t c h i n s o n  h a s  p r e s e r v e d  f o r  u s  a  
l e t te r†  to  Dr  Wi l l i ams ,  B i shop o f  L inco ln ,  wr i t - 
t e n  b y  Mr  Co t t on ,  a  f ew  week s  b e f o r e  s a i l i n g  
f o r  A m e r i c a ,  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  r e s i g n i n g  h i s  
v i c a r a g e  i n t o  t h e  p r e l a t e ’ s  h and s .  D r  Wi l l i am s  
had showed him a l l  the  indulgence he could ,  t i l l  
Laud compel led the re luctant  pre la te  to  re sor t  to  
r i g o r o u s  m e a s u r e s .  M r  C o t t o n  g r a t e f u l l y  a c - 
k n o w l e d g e s  t h e  d i o c e s a n ’ s  k i n d n e s s ,  g i v e s  a  
shor t  account  of  the dr i f t  o f  h i s  mini s t ry  a t  Bos- 
ton ,  and  a s s i gn s  the  r e a son s  o f  h i s  depa r tu r e  in  
a  manner  the  mos t  meek and re spec t fu l ,  and  ye t  
happ i l y  b l ended  wi th  a  h igh  p r inc ip l ed  f i rmnes s  
a n d  r e l i g i o u s  i n d e p e n d e n c e .  T h i s  c o m m u n i c a - 
t ion brea the s  the  deepes t  so l i c i tude  for  the  we l- 
fare of the flock from which he was torn away.

B e i n g  t h u s  f u l l y  r e l e a s e d  f r o m  a l l  o b l i g a t i o n  
o f  du ty  to  h i s  r e cen t  cha rge ,  he  took  mea su r e s 

*	 See letter, dated 3 December 1634, in Hutchinson’s Original Papers, page 56.
†	 Original Papers, p. 249, &c. The letter is dated 7 May 1633.
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to  e f f e c t  h i s  e s c ape  f r om h i s  n a t i v e  s ho r e s .  To  
shun the  o f f i cer s  who were  on the  watch for  h i s  
a p p r e h e n s i o n ,  h e  t r a v e l l e d  u n d e r  a n  a s s u m e d  
n a m e  a n d  a  c h a n g e  o f  g a r b ,  t o w a r d  t h e  p o r t  
whe re  he  expec t ed  to  emba rk  fo r  Ho l l and .  Bu t  
when  b e  h ad  n e a r l y  r e a ched  t h e  p l a c e ,  b e  wa s  
met  by one of  h i s  re la t ives ,  who,  by dint  of  per- 
s u a s i o n  a n d  e n t r e a t y ,  i n d u c e d  h i m  t o  b e t a k e  
himself to London.

There  were  then  in  tha t  c i t y  th ree  p iou s  min- 
i s t e r s  who  con s i d e r e d  t h e  impo s ed  c e r emon i e s  
a s  t h i n g s  i n  t h e m s e l v e s  o f  l i t t l e  c o n s e q u e n c e ,  
a n d  a s  s u c h  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e m .  O n e  o f  t h e s e  
wa s  Dr  Goodwin ,  a  c l e rgyman  o f  g r e a t  d i s t i nc - 
t i on ,  and  a f t e rwa rd s  one  o f  t he  l e ad ing  d i v ine s  
i n  t h e  r e n o w n e d  W e s t m i n s t e r  A s s e m b l y .  T h e  
c yn i c a l  An thony  Wood  s t y l e s  h im  and  Dr  Ow- 
e n ,  ‘ t h e  t w o  A t l a s s e s  a n d  P a t r i a r c h s  o f  I n d e - 
pendency . ’  Anothe r  o f  the  th ree  a l l uded  to  wa s  
M r  T h o m a s  N y e ,  i n  h i g h  r e p u t e  f o r  l e a r n i n g .  
The  o the r  wa s  J ohn  Davenpo r t ,  t h e  f ounde r  o f  
t h e  New  Haven  co l ony ,  a nd  one  o f  t h e  ‘ c h i e f  
f a t h e r s ’  o f  N e w  E n g l a n d .  T h e s e  g e n t l e m e n  
embr a ced  the  oppo r tun i t y  o f  ho ld ing  a  con f e r - 
e n c e  w i t h  M r  C o t t o n .  K n o w i n g  h i m  t o  b e  a n  
e x c e e d i n g l y  d i s p a s s i o n a t e  a n d  j u d i c i o u s  m a n ,  
t h ey  made  no  doub t  bu t  t h a t  t h ey  s hou ld  con- 
v i n c e  h i m ,  t h a t  i t  w a s  h i s  d u t y  t o  c o n f o r m 
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r a t h e r  t h an  t o  l e a v e  h i s  coun t r y  and  h i s  f l o ck .  
A t  t h i s  con f e r ence  he  f i r s t  con fu t ed  a l l  t he  a r - 
gumen t s  t h ey  cou l d  a r r a y  t o  j u s t i f y  t h e i r  c on - 
fo rmi ty :  and  then  v ind i c a t ed  h i s  own cour s e  in  
choo s ing  to  unde rgo  so  g r e a t  p r i v a t i on s ,  r a the r  
t h an  to  de f i l e  h i s  con s c i ence  by  a cqu i e s c ing  i n  
cu s toms  which  de roga ted  f rom the  k ing ly  o f f i ce  
o f  t he  g r e a t  Head  o f  t he  Church .  A s  the  r e su l t  
o f  the se  d i s cu s s ion s ,  the se  th ree  ab l e  champions  
c ame  en t i r e l y  ove r  t o  Mr  Co t ton ’ s  v i ew s .  Nor  
does  thi s  detract  a t  a l l  f rom their  jus t  reputat ion,  
b u t  r a t h e r  e n h a n c e s  i t .  ‘ F o r  h e  t h a t  i s  o v e r - 
come o f  the  t ru th  pa r te th  v ic tory  wi th  h im tha t  
overcometh,  and ha th  the  bes t  share  for  h i s  own  
p a r t . ’  T h e s e  m e n  b e l o n g e d  t o  t h a t  c l a s s  o f  
wh ich  good  Fu l l e r  s ay s ,  th a t  ‘ they  coun t  them- 
s e l v e s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  c onque ro r s ,  when  t h e  t r u t h  
h a t h  t a k en  t h em c ap t i v e . ’  The  t h r e e ,  no t  l ong  
a f t e r ,  themse lve s  became  ex i l e s  fo r  the  t ru th  to  
wh i ch  t hey  h ad  honou r ab l y  y i e l d ed .*  A f t e r  Mr  
Co t t on ’ s  d e a t h ,  Mr  Davenpo r t  g a v e  a  g l ow ing  
account  o f  th i s  in te re s t ing  deba te ,  in  which ,  he 

*	 Th i s  Dr  Goodwin  l a y  w ind-bound ,  i n  hou r l y  expec t a t i on  th a t  t he  
pu r su i v an t s  wou ld  s e i z e  h im  be fo r e  t he  w ind  wou ld  f a vou r  h i s  e s c ape  
t o  H o l l a n d .  D i s t r e s s e d  a s  h e  w a s  f o r  a  m o r e  p r o p i t i o u s  g a l e ,  h e  
c r i e d ,  ‘ Lo rd ,  i f  t hou  h a s t  a t  t h i s  t ime  any  poo r  s e r v an t  o f  t h i n e  who  
wan t s  t h i s  w ind  more  t h an  I  do  ano the r ,  I  do  no t  a s k  f o r  t h e  ch ang- 
i n g  o f  i t :  I  s u b m i t  u n t o  i t .  T h e  w i n d  s o o n  c a m e  a b o u t ,  a n d  c a r r i e d  
him clear from his pursuers.
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s a y s ,  M r  C o t t o n  ‘ a n s w e r e d  w i t h  g r e a t  e v i - 
dence  o f  Scr ip ture  l i gh t ,  composednes s  o f  mind ,  
mi ldnes s  o f  sp i r i t ,  cons tant  adher ing to  h i s  pr in- 
c i p l e s ,  a n d  k e e p i n g  t h e m  u n s h a k e n . ’  T h e  t r i o  
of  f r iends in this  amicable content ion were s truck  
w i th  admi r a t i on  a t  h i s  m igh t  i n  t he  Sc r i p tu r e s ,  
h i s  v a s t  and  va r iou s  r e ad ing ,  h i s  p rompt  memo- 
r y ,  h i s  r e a dy  r ep l y ,  a nd  h i s  gove rnmen t  o f  h i s  
o w n  s p i r i t ,  f a r  b e y o n d  w h a t  t h e y  h a d  ‘ t a k e n  
no t i c e  o f  i n  a ny  man  b e f o r e  h im . ’  Mr  Daven - 
p o r t  c l o s e s  b y  s a y i n g ; — ‘ T h e  r e a s o n  o f  o u r  
de s i r e  to  con fe r  wi th  h im ra the r  than  any  o ther  
t ouch ing  t he s e  we i gh t y  po in t s ,  wa s  ou r  f o rme r  
knowledge  o f  h i s  app roved  god l i ne s s ,  exce l l en t  
l e a r n i n g ,  s o u n d  j u d g e m e n t ,  e m i n e n t  g r a v i t y ,  
c andour  and  swee t  t emper  o f  sp i r i t ,  whereby  he  
cou ld  p l ac id ly  bea r  those  tha t  d i f f e red  f rom h im  
i n  t h e i r  a p p r e h e n s i o n s .  A l l  w h i c h ,  a n d  m u c h  
more  we  found ;  and  g lo r i f i ed  God ,  in  h im,  and  
f o r  h i m . ’  T h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  e x p l a i n s  t h e  s e c r e t  
o f  Mr  Cot ton ’ s  uncommon succe s s  a s  a  deba te r ,  
a nd  a s  a  r e s o l v e r  o f  t h e  doub t f u l  a nd  d i f f i c u l t  
que s t ions  in  h i s  ca su i s t ry  which  were  cons t an t ly  
s u b m i t t e d  t o  h i m  f o r  s o l u t i o n .  T r u l y ,  t h e s e  
men  who a re  so  f i rm ly  t enac iou s  o f  the i r  op in- 
ions ,  and yet  thus  mainta in  them in  the  sp i r i t  o f  
l o v e  a nd  t h e  meekne s s  o f  w i s dom ,  a r e  u s u a l l y  
the most invincible and irresistible in debate.
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I n  J o h n  C o t t o n ’ s  C o v e n a n t  o f  G r a c e ,  a  
b o o k  w r i t t e n  l o n g  a f t e r  t h i s ,  i n  A m e r i c a ,  o f  
which  severa l  ed i t ions  were  pr in ted ,  there  i s ,  in  
tha t  o f  1655 ,  an  Addre s s  to  the  reade r ,  by  Rev .  
T h o m a s  A l l e n ,  m i n i s t e r  o f  S t  E d w a r d ’ s ,  N o r - 
wich,  England,  who a  few year s  be fore  had been  
teacher of the church in Charlestown, Massachusetts.  
T h e  a d d r e s s e r  s a y s  o f  t h e  a u t h o r .  ‘ H e  w a s  a  
man  o f  peace ,  o f  a  ve ry  swee t  sp i r i t ,  and  had  a  
ve ry  spec i a l  f a cu l t y  o f  compos ing  d i f f e r ence s  in  
the  judgement s  o f  the  b re th ren .  And thu s  much  
I  sha l l  c r ave  l i be r t y  to  t e s t i f y  o f  h im,  tha t ,  be- 
s i d e s  t h e  m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  o c c a s i o n s  w h i c h  w a s  
c on s t a n t l y  upon  h im ,  h e  wa s  no t  w i t hou t  c a r e  
a b o u t  t h e  p e a c e  a n d  w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  c h u r c h e s  
a b r o ad ;  a nd  no tw i t h s t a nd i ng  h i s  s o  v a s t  a  d i s - 
t a n c e  i n  body  f r om  t h e  chu r che s  a nd  s a i n t s  i n  
h i s  na t ive  count ry ,  ye t  he  had  g rea t  thought s  in  
hear t  for  the d iv i s ion of  h i s  brethren here ,  be ing  
s e r i o u s l y  s t u d i o u s  h o w  t o  c o m p o s e  a n d  h e a l  
t h e i r  b r e a c h e s .  H e  h a t h  s o m e t i m e s  s a i d  u n t o  
me ,  be ing  p r i v a t e l y  toge the r ;—“Bro the r ,  I  pe r - 
c e i v e  t h e r e  i s  a  g r e a t  g r a v a m e n  w h i c h  t h e  o n e  
p a r t y  i s  m u c h  o f f e n d e d  a t  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r .  I  
p r ay  l e t  u s  s tudy  how we  may  c a s e  and  r emove  
it.”’

M r  W h i t i n g  g i v e s  h i m  t h i s  c h a r a c t e r  a s  a  
d i s p u t a n t : — ‘ H e  w a s  o f  a d m i r a b l e  c a n d o u r ,  o f
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u n p a r a l l e l e d  m e e k n e s s ,  o f  r a r e  w i s d o m ,  v e r y  
lov ing  even  to  tho se  tha t  d i f f e r ed  in  judgement  
f r o m  h i m ,  y e t  o n e  t h a t  h e l d  h i s  o w n  s t o u t l y ,  
t i gh t l y  ma in t a i n i ng  and  keen l y  d e f end ing  wha t  
h i m s e l f  j u d g e d  t o  b e  t h e  t r u t h . ’  B e w a r e  o f  
such  men ,  un le s s  you  be  wi l l ing  to  accord  wi th  
them.

I t  i s  wo r t h  men t i on i n g  h e r e ,  t h a t  among  t h e  
a ud i t o r s  i n  t h a t  London  con f e r en c e ,  wa s  Rev .  
H e n r y  W h i t f i e l d ,  r e c t o r  o f  O a k l e y  i n  S u r r e y ,  
who f rom that  t ime became a  consc ient ious  non- 
con f o rm i s t ,  a nd  wa s  a f t e rwa r d s  t h e  f ounde r  o f  
t h e  t own  and  chu r ch  o f  Gu i l f o r d ,  i n  t h e  New  
Haven colony.

Wh i l e  s e c r e t e d  a t  London ,  b y  Mr  Dav enpo r t  
a n d  o t h e r  m i n i s t e r s ,  M r  C o t t o n  g a v e  u p  t h e  
d e s i g n  o f  p r o c e ed i n g  t o  Ho l l a nd .  He  wa s  d i s - 
couraged  f rom be tak ing  h imse l f  to  tha t  count ry ,  
f o r  the  s ame  r e a son s  wh ich  induced  Mr  Rob in- 
s o n ’ s  L e y d e n  f l o c k  t o  l e a v e  i t  f o r  A m e r i c a .  
Le t t e r s  f rom Gove rnor  Win th rop ,  and  f rom the  
i n f an t  chu r ch  i n  ou r  own  Bo s ton ,  d e c i ded  h im  
to  shun  the  f i r e s  o f  pe r s e cu t ion  by  b r av ing  the  
w a t e r s  o f  t h e  o c e a n ,  t h e n  m u c h  m o r e  f o r m i - 
dable to the voyager than now.

I t  wa s  a bou t  t h e  m idd l e  o f  J u l y ,  1 6 33 ,  when  
M r  C o t t o n ,  w i t h  T h o m a s  H o o k e r  a n d  S a m u e l  
S tone ,  two  m in i s t e r s  o f  g r e a t  no t e ,  and  w i th  a
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n u m b e r  o f  h i s  o l d  B o s t o n  p a r i s h i o n e r s ,  c o m - 
m e n c e d  h i s  a d v e n t u r o u s  v o y a g e .  T h e y  s a i l e d  
i n  a  v e s s e l  c a l l e d  t h e  G r i f f i n ,  t h e  n a m e  o f  a  
f a b l e d  c r e a t u r e ,  p a r t l y  e a g l e  a n d  p a r t l y  l i o n .  
I t  wa s  a  s h i p  o f  t h r e e  hund r ed  t on s ,  h av i ng  a t  
t h i s  t i m e  a b o u t  t w o  h u n d r e d  p a s s e n g e r s ,  o f  
whom four died while on the way.

M r  C o t t o n  a n d  M r  H o o k e r  e x p e r i e n c e d  
much  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  g e t t i n g  ou t  o f  Eng l and ;  f o r  
l o n g  s e a r c h  h a d  b e e n  m a d e  f o r  t h e m  b y  t h e  
emi s s a r i e s  o f  tha t  od iou s  in s t rument  o f  a l l  so r t s  
o f  t y r a n n y ,  t h e  H i g h  C o m m i s s i o n  C o u r t .  A l l  
t h e  po r t s  we r e  way l a i d  f o r  t h e i r  a pp r ehen s i on ;  
and  a t  the  I s l e  o f  Wight ,  where  i t  wa s  expec ted  
tha t  the  Gr i f f in  wou ld  have  made  he r  l a s t  s top- 
p a g e ,  s h e  w a s  s t r i c t l y  s e a r c h e d  b y  t h e  p u r - 
s u i v a n t s .  B u t  t h e  s t a u n c h  s h i p  a f t e r w a r d s ,  b y  
p r iva te  agreement ,  l ay  o f f  the  Downs ;  and ,  g r i f - 
f in- l ike ,  with l ion hear t  and eag le  wings ,  swoop- 
ed  upon  the  p r ey ,  and  bo re  i t  i n  t r i umph  f rom  
the disappointed hunters.

B u t  o h ,  t h e  s a d n e s s  o f  t h a t  h o u r !  w h e n  t h e  
h ap l e s s  e x i l e s ,  r e l i e v ed  a t  l a s t  f r om the  h aun t - 
i ng  f e a r  o f  c ap tu r e ,  f e l t  a l l  t h e i r  l ove  o f  home  
r i s e  i n  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h a t  ma s t e r i n g  p a s s i on .  
F o r g e t t i n g  t h e  b i t t e r n e s s  o f  t h e i r  l o t ,  a n d  r e - 
g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  h a r d s h i p s  o f  t h e  f u t u r e ,  t h e y  
wept  the i r  l a s t  f a rewel l  to  par ted  f r i ends ,  and to 
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the  n a t i v e  l and  t hey  s hou ld  s e e  no  more .  Na t - 
u r a l  a f f ec t ion  wa s  s t rong ;  bu t  g r ac iou s  a f f ec t ion  
w a s  s t r o n g e r .  T h e  l o v e  o f  C h r i s t  c o n s t r a i n e d  
t hem.  God  coun t ed  the i r  b i t t e r  t e a r s ;  and  they  
h ave  f ound  t h em e a ch  a  p e a r l  i n  h e aven .  ‘And  
J e su s  an swered  and  s a id ,  Ve r i l y  I  s ay  un to  you ,  
t he r e  i s  no  man  tha t  h a th  l e f t  hou se ,  o r  b r e th- 
ren ,  o r  s i s t e r s ,  o r  f a ther ,  o r  mother ,  o r  wi fe ,  o r  
ch i ld ren ,  or  l ands ,  fo r  my sake  and the  gospe l ’ s ,  
but  he  sha l l  rece ive  an hundred- fo ld  now in th i s  
t i m e ,  h o u s e s ,  a n d  b r e t h r e n  a n d  s i s t e r s ,  a n d  
mother s ,  and  ch i ld ren ,  and  l and s ,  wi th  pe r secu- 
tions; and in the world to come, eternal life.’

We  a lmos t  envy  ou r  f a the r s  f o r  the i r  d i s t r e s s - 
i n g  oppo r t un i t y  o f  e v i n c i n g  t h e  s t r e ng t h ,  s i n - 
c e r i t y  and  pu r i t y  o f  t h e i r  l ove  t o  J e su s ,  b e fo r e  
they went to meet him joyful ly at  hi s  judgement- 
s e a t .  A n d  i s  t h e r e  n o  w a y ,  i n  w h i c h  t h e  t e n - 
d e rn e s s  a nd  con s t a n cy  o f  ou r  l o v e  may  b e  pu t  
t o  dec i s i v e  p roo f ?  Can  we  do  no th ing  t o  s how  
t h a t  ou r  h e a r t s  a r e  who l l y  g i v en  t o  t h e  Lo r d ?  
Aye ,  by  c ruc i fy ing  our  bo som-s in s ,  by  pure  and  
ho ly  l i v ing ,  by  unremi t t ed  e f fo r t s  fo r  the  s a l va- 
t ion of  men,  by our utmost  exer t ions  to promote  
the  Church ’ s  g r and  mi s s ion  work  o f  the  wor ld ’ s  
conver s ion ,  by  cea se l e s s  s a c r i f i ce s  joy fu l l y  made  
in  the  ho ly  cause  o f  benevo lence ,—by the se ,  we  
t oo  may  p rove  t h a t  J e su s  h a s  f u l l  po s s e s s i on  o f
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o u r  s o u l s .  T h u s  m a y  w e  m a k e  i t  m a n i f e s t ,  
t h a t ,  i n  b lood  and  in  sp i r i t ,  we  a r e  the  son s  o f  
t h e  p i l g r i m s .  T h i s  s h a l l  a r g u e  f o r  u s ,  t h a t  w e  
a r e  r e ady ,  i f  pe r s e cu t ion  shou ld  a r i s e ,  t o  su f f e r  
wha t  our  f a ther s  endured :—tha t  we a re  ready  to  
w a l k ,  l i k e  t h e m ,  w i t h  f i r m ,  u n f a l t e r i n g  s t e p ,  
t h r ough  p a i n s  a nd  p e r i l s  f o r  c on s c i e n c e ’  s a k e :  
tha t  we are  ready to  fo l low on,  through despoi l - 
m e n t ,  e x i l e ,  b o n d s  a n d  d e a t h ,  t o  t h e  c e l e s t i a l  
throne, and the crown eternal.



CHAPTER V.
Voyage to America. Birth of Seaborn Cotton. Arrival at Boston.  

Small beginnings. Interest felt in Mr Cotton’s coming. Admis- 
sion to the church. Installation. Laying on of hands, why used.  
Distinction between the offices of pastor and teacher. Not two  
orders in the ministry, but different employments of the same  
order. ‘God’s promise to his Plantations’. Mr Cotton’s ser- 
vices in giving form and order to ecclesiastical and civil affairs.  
Utility of order.

I t  wa s  about  the  midd le  o f  Ju ly ,  in  1633 ,  when  
M r  C o t t o n  c o m m e n c e d  h i s  v o y a g e .  B o t h  h e  
a n d  M r  H o o k e r  p r e s e r v e d  t h e i r  d i s g u i s e ,  t i l l  
they  were  so  f a r  over  the  ma in  ocean ,  tha t  they  
c o u l d  s a f e l y  d i s c l o s e  w h o  t h e y  w e r e .  M r  
S t o n e ,  w h o  w a s  m u c h  t h e  y o u n g e s t ,  a n d  f o r  
whom the  s e a r ch  wa s  no t  so  fu r iou s ,  pe r fo rmed  
a l l  the  pub l ic  re l ig ious  dut ie s  o f  the  sh ip ’ s  com- 
p a n y ,  t i l l  h i s  c o m p a n i o n s  c o u l d  r e s u m e  t h e i r  
c h a r a c t e r  a s  p r e a c h e r s ,  a n d  o f f i c i a t e  i n  t h e i r  
turns.

T h i s  w a s  a  r i c h l y  f r e i g h t e d  s h i p ,  b e a r i n g  a  
l a r ge  p a r t  o f  t he  f o r tune  o f  New Eng l and .  Our  
pun - l ov i ng  an c e s t o r s  ob s e r v ed ,  a t  h e r  com ing ,  
t h a t  God  h ad  s upp l i e d  t h em  w i t h  t h r e e  n e c e s -
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s a r y  c o m m o d i t i e s  ‘ C o t t o n  f o r  t h e i r  c l o t h i n g ,  
H o o k e r  f o r  t h e i r  f i s h i n g ,  a n d  S t o n e  f o r  t h e i r  
b u i l d i n g . ’  D u r i n g  t h e  v o y a g e ,  t h e y  u s u a l l y  
h a d  t h r e e  s e r v i c e s  e v e r y  d a y ;  wh i ch  wa s ,  p e r - 
h a p s ,  t h e  f i r s t  e x amp l e  o f  a  ‘ p r o t r a c t e d  mee t - 
i n g ’ .  W h e n  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  a  m o n t h  a t  s e a ,  
M r  C o t t o n ,  w h o s e  f i r s t  w i f e  d i e d  c h i l d l e s s ,  
b e c a m e  a  f a t h e r .  T h i s ,  h i s  e l d e s t  c h i l d ,  r e - 
c e i ved  the  name  Seab o r n ,  i n  commemora t ion  o f  
t h e  me r c i e s  a t t e nd i n g  h i s  b i r t h .  S e a bo rn  Co t - 
t o n  l i v e d  t o  b e  a  h i g h l y  u s e f u l  a n d  h o n o u r e d  
m in i s t e r  o f  t h e  go spe l .  The r e  we r e  o the r  ch i l - 
d r en  bo rn  on  t h e  s ame  p a s s a g e .  A t  t h e  end  o f  
s even  week s ,  wh i ch  wa s  t hen  r eg a rded  a s  a  r e - 
m a r k a b l y  e x p e d i t i o u s  a n d  p r o s p e r o u s  v o y a g e ,  
they  l anded a t  what  i s  now the  good o ld  c i ty  o f  
Boston, on the third day of September, 1633.

Th i s  p l a c e  h ad  t h en  b e en  s e t t l e d  t h r e e  y e a r s .  
G o v e r n o r  D u d l e y  s a y s ,  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  s e t t l e r s ,  
p r e v i o u s  t o  t h e i r  c o m i n g  h i t h e r ,  h a d  a l r e a d y  
d e t e rm in e d  t o  n ame  t h e  p l a c e  t h e y  s hou l d  f i x  
u p o n  a f t e r  t h e  s c e n e  o f  M r  C o t t o n ’ s  p a s t o r a l  
labours,  and in compliment to him, with the hope  
that  i t  might be some l i t t le  inducement to him to  
come  the re  h imse l f .  The  comp l imen t ,  howeve r ,  
a t  t h e  t ime ,  wa s  no t  s o  v e r y  f l a t t e r i ng .  Fo r  s o  
for lorn and unimposing was thi s  l i t t le  out-of-the- 
way  s e t t l ement ,  tha t  our  f a the r s ,  who  de l i gh ted
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i n  p u n s ,  a n a g r a m s ,  a l l i t e r a t i o n s ,  a n d  o t h e r  
m o d e s  o f  p l a y i n g  u p o n  w o r d s ,  u s e d  r a t h e r  
f a m i l i a r l y  t o  c a l l  i t  L o s t - t o w n .  L e t  t h e m  b e  
e x c u s e d ,  i f ,  b y  s u c h  p l e a s a n t r i e s ,  t h e y  s o m e - 
t imes  sought  to  a l lev ia te  the  d i scomfor t s  o f  the i r  
lot .  The p lace soon began to wear  a  more cheer- 
i n g  a s p e c t ;  a nd  f l ou r i s h ed  mo r e  and  mo r e ,  t i l l  
i t  f a r  e x c e eded  i n  impo r t an c e  t h e  p a r en t - t own  
w h o s e  n a m e  i t  i n h e r i t e d .  O u r  e l d e r  w r i t e r s  
a s c r ibe  much  o f  i t s  e a r l y  p ro spe r i t y  to  the  wi s - 
d o m ,  c o n d u c t  a n d  c r e d i t  o f  M r  C o t t o n ;  w h o  
s e e m s  t o  h a v e  h a d  s o m e t h i n g  o f  t h e  t a l e n t  o f  
t h e  A then i an  s t a t e sman ,  who ,  when  l aughed  a t  
b e c a u s e  h e  h a d  n o  s k i l l  t o  t o u c h  t h e  l u t e ,  
re tor ted  tha t  he  knew not  how to  f idd le ;  but  he  
knew how to  r a i s e  a  sma l l  c i t y  i n to  a  power fu l  
s t a t e .  I n  N e w  E n g l a n d ,  ‘ a  l i t t l e  o n e  b e c a m e  
a thousand, a small one a strong nation.’

J u s t  b e f o r e  h i s  a r r i v a l ,  t h e  p e o p l e  h a d  b e e n  
ho l d i ng  a  s p e c i a l  s e a s on  o f  f a s t i n g  and  p r a y e r ,  
u r g i n g  t h e i r  c o v e n a n t  w i t h  G o d  a s  a  r e a s o n  
why  he  s hou l d  s end  t h em a  s p i r i t u a l  gu i d e ,  t o  
be  unto them, l ike  Hobab to the t r ibes  o f  I s rae l ,  
‘ a s  e y e s  i n  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s . ’  T h e i r  s u p p l i c a - 
t i o n s  w e r e  a n s w e r e d  i n  t h e  g i f t  o f  t h i s  ‘ a b l e  
m i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  N e w  T e s t a m e n t . ’  M r  C o t t o n  
w a s  t h e n  a b o u t  f o r t y - e i g h t  y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  a n d  
r i p e  i n  w i s d o m ,  k n o w l e d g e ,  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d 
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g r a c e .  A t  h i s  c om ing ,  h i s  s e r v i c e s  we r e  c a l l e d  
f o r  i n  d i f f e r en t  d i r e c t i on s .  H i s  g r e a t  c ap a c i t i e s  
f o r  u s e f u l n e s s  we r e  con s i d e r ed  t o  b e  t h e  com- 
mon  p rope r t y  o f  t h e  who l e  co l ony ;  and  i t  wa s  
a t  f i r s t  proposed,  that  h i s  support  should be pro- 
v ided  fo r  f rom the  co lon i a l  t r e a su ry ,  in  cons id- 
e r a t ion  o f  the  pub l i c  bene f i t  expec ted  to  acc rue  
f r o m  h i s  l a b o u r s .  T h i s  m o t i o n  h o w e v e r ,  w a s ,  
v e r y  p r o p e r l y ,  o v e r r u l e d .  T h e  m a g i s t r a t e s  a n d  
o the r  l e ad ing  men  dec ided ,  tha t  th i s  g rea t  l i gh t  
m u s t  b e  s e t  i n  t h e  c h i e f  c a n d l e s t i c k ;  a n d ,  
wi th in a  for tn ight ,  des ignated him to be Teacher  
of  the Firs t  Church in Boston, of  which the Rev.  
John Wilson was then Pastor.

M r  C o t t o n  w a s  f i r s t  t o  b e  a d m i t t e d  t o  t h e  
c h u r c h .  T h i s  w a s  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  s c e n e .  T h e r e  
wa s  a  s t a t e d  r e l i g i ou s  s e r v i c e  h e l d  on  t h e  S a t - 
u r d a y  e v en i n g s .  A t  t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  mee t i n g s  
a f t e r  h i s  l a nd i n g ,  h e ,  b y  r e que s t ,  t ook  p a r t  i n  
t h e  d i s cu s s i on  o f  t h e  que s t i on ,  wh i ch ,  on  t h a t  
o c c a s i o n ,  h a p p e n e d  t o  b e  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  
c h u r c h .  H e  e x p a t i a t e d  u p o n  t h e  d i v e r s i t i e s  i n  
the  sp i r i tua l  s t a te  and grades  o f  pur i ty  o f  d i f f e r- 
e n t  c h u r c h e s .  H e  s h o w e d  f r o m  t h e  S o n g  o f  
So lomon 6 :8 ,  tha t  some churche s  a re  a s  queens ,  
s ome  a s  concub ine s ,  and  some  a s  v i r g in s .  A f t e r  
t h i s ,  h e  and  h i s  w i f e  we r e  p ropounded  f o r  a d - 
mission.
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O n  t h e  L o r d ’ s  d a y  f o l l o w i n g ,  h e  c o n d u c t e d  
the  exerc i se s  o f  publ ic  worsh ip  in  the a f te rnoon.  
He  then  exp re s s ed  h i s  de s i r e  to  make  a  con fe s - 
s i on  o f  h i s  f a i t h ,  a c co rd ing  t o  u s a g e .  H i s  con- 
fe s s ion  re l a ted  ch ie f ly  to  the  sub jec t  o f  bap t i sm,  
w h i c h  h e  t h e n  d e s i r e d  f o r  h i s  c h i l d .  H e  g a v e  
h i s  r e a s o n s  f o r  n o t  b a p t i s i n g  i t  w h i l e  a t  s e a ;  
f r o m  w h i c h  i t  a p p e a r s ,  t h a t  h e  t h e n  h e l d  t h a t  
t h e  s a c r a m e n t s  c a n  o n l y  b e  a d m i n i s t e r e d  i n  a  
s e t t l e d  cong r eg a t i on ,  o r  o r g an i s ed  chu r ch ;  a nd  
a l so ,  tha t  a  mini s te r ,  notwi ths tanding h i s  o f f i c i a l  
c h a r a c t e r ,  c a n  d i s p e n s e  t h e  s e a l s  o n l y  i n  h i s  
own  cong r eg a t i on .  On  th i s  l a s t  po in t ,  a t  l e a s t ,  
h e  a f t e r w a r d s  c h a n g e d  h i s  v i e w s  s o  f a r  a s  t o  
ma i n t a i n  t h a t  a  m in i s t e r  m i gh t  g i v e  t h e  s a c r a - 
m e n t s  i n  a  c h u r c h  w h i c h  i s  d e s t i t u t e  o f  t h e  
proper officers.

M r  C o t t o n  n e x t  r e q u e s t e d  t h e  a d m i s s i o n  o f  
h i s  wi fe ,  to  whose  qua l i f i ca t ions  for  membersh ip  
h e  b o r e  ‘ a  m o d e s t  t e s t i m o n y ’ .  H e  c r a v e d  t h a t  
s h e  m i g h t  b e  e x c u s e d  f r o m  m a k i n g  a  p u b l i c  
ora l  profe s s ion of  her  f a i th ,  a s  was  then the  cus- 
tom o f  the  church .  He  r ega rded  the  p r ac t i c e  a s  
‘ u n f i t  f o r  w o m e n ’ s  m o d e s t y ’ ,  a n d  c o n t r a r y  t o  
t h e  a po s t l e ’ s  r u l e .  To  h e r  e x am in a t i on  i n  p r i - 
va te  by  the  e lder s ,  he  had  no ob jec t ions .  So  she  
wa s  a s k ed ,  whe th e r  s h e  con s en t ed  t o  t h e  con - 
f e s s i on  o f  f a i th  made  by  he r  hu sband ,  and  con-
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c u r r e d  i n  h i s  d e s i r e  f o r  a d m i s s i o n .  U p o n  h e r  
a n s w e r i n g  i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e ,  t h e y  w e r e  b o t h  
a d m i t t e d  b y  v o t e  o f  t h e  c h u r c h .  T h e i r  c h i l d  
w a s  t h e n  b a p t i s e d  b y  M r  W i l s o n ,  t h e  f a t h e r  
h i m s e l f  p r e s e n t i n g  i t .  A t  t h e  b a p t i s m  o f  a n - 
o the r  ch i ld ,  which  took  p l ace  a t  the  s ame t ime ,  
he  gave  i t  a s  a  r ea son  fo r  d i su s ing  the  unsc r ip t - 
u r a l  a nd  unna tu r a l  c u s t om  o f  emp loy i ng  s pon- 
s o r s ,  t h a t  t h e  o r d i n a n c e  w a s  d e s i g n e d  a s  t h e  
‘parents’ incentive for the help of their faith.’

A  mon th  a f t e rwa r d s ,  1 0  Oc tobe r  1 6 33 ,  a  d a y  
o f  f a s t i n g  w a s  o b s e r v e d .  T h o m a s  L e v e r e t t ,  
‘ a n  a n c i e n t ,  s i n c e r e  p r o f e s s o r ’ ,  a n  o l d  p a r i s h - 
i one r  o f  Mr  Co t ton ,  and  h i s  f e l l ow-voyage r  t o  
t h i s  c oun t r y ,  wa s  c ho s en  r u l i n g  e l d e r ;  a nd  Mr  
F i r m i n ,  ‘ a  g o d l y  m a n ’ ,  w a s  e l e c t e d  d e a c o n .  
The s e  o f f i c e r s  we r e  o r d a i n ed  by  impo s i t i on  o f  
t h e  h and s  o f  t he  p r e sby t e r y :  t h a t  i s  t o  s a y ,  t he  
p a s t o r ,  a n d  s u c h  r u l i n g  e l d e r s  a s  w e r e  p r e - 
v iou s l y  i n  o f f i c e .  The  pa s to r  and  o the r  o f f i c e r s  
o f  each par t icu la r  church cons t i tu ted the presby- 
t e ry  o f  tha t  church ;  and  in  th i s  s en se  a lone  c an  
t h e  t e r m  P r e s b y t e r i a n  a p p l y  t o  o u r  C o n g r e g a - 
tional Churches.

T h i s  b u s i n e s s  b e i n g  o v e r ,  M r  C o t t o n  w a s  
then  pub l i c l y  chosen  by  the  Church  to  be  the i r  
T e a c h e r ,  w h i c h  w a s  m a d e  m a n i f e s t  b y  t h e  
m e m b e r s ’  l i f t i n g  u p  t h e i r  h a n d s .  N e x t ,  t h e 
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p a s t o r ,  W i l s o n ,  d e m a n d e d  o f  h i m  w h e t h e r  h e  
a c cep t ed  th a t  c a l l .  A f t e r  a  p au s e ,  he  r ep l i ed  t o  
t h e  e f f e c t ,  t h a t  h e  knew  h i s  unwo r t h i n e s s  a nd  
i n su f f i c i ency  f o r  t he  p l a c e ;  y e t ,  r e coun t ing  the  
p a r t i c u l a r  p a s s a g e s  o f  God ’ s  p r ov i d en c e  wh i ch  
concurred  to  ca l l  h im to  i t ,  he  fe l t  h imse l f  con- 
s t r a i n e d  i n  d u t y  t o  a c c e p t  i t .  U p o n  t h i s ,  t h e  
p a s t o r  a n d  t w o  r u l i n g  e l d e r s  l a i d  t h e i r  h a n d s  
u p o n  h i s  h e a d ,  a n d  t h e  p a s t o r  p r a y e d .  T h e n ,  
r e mov i n g  t h e i r  h a nd s ,  t h e y  a g a i n  p l a c e d  t h em  
o n  h i s  h e a d ;  a n d  c a l l i n g  h i m  b y  n a m e ,  f r o m  
t hence fo r th  s ep a r a t ed  h im  to  t he  s a i d  o f f i c e  i n  
the  name o f  the  Holy  Ghos t ,  l a id  upon h im the  
cha rge  o f  the  cong rega t ion ,  and  in  th i s  s i gn i f i - 
c an t  manner  endued  h im wi th  a l l  the  p r i v i l ege s  
o f  h i s  s t a t i o n .  L a s t  o f  a l l ,  t h e y  f o r m a l l y  
b l e s s e d  h i m .  T h e  p r e s b y t e r y  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  
h av ing  thu s  comp l e t ed  i t s  p a r t  i n  t h i s  i n t e r e s t - 
ing  ceremony,  the  min i s te r s  o f  the  ne ighbour ing  
churche s  the re  p re sen t  gave  h im,  a t  the  pa s to r ’ s  
r eque s t ,  t he  r i gh t  h and  o f  f e l l owsh ip .  The  pa s - 
t o r  f i n a l l y  m a d e  a  m u t u a l  s t i p u l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  
the church and its newly inducted teacher.

In  r e spec t  t o  the  so l emn impos i t i on  o f  h and s ,  
just  spoken of,  or ordination as i t  i s  often termed,  
we must observe that i t  does not fol low of course,  
t h a t  Mr  Co t ton  r enounced  the  m in i s t r y  he  h ad  
f o r m e r l y  r e c e i v e d  i n  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d .  
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T h i s  m a y  s e e m  t o  b e  t h e  n a t u r a l  s u p p o s i t i o n .  
But  i t  mus t  be  borne  in  mind ,  tha t  when ,  th ree  
yea r s  be fore ,  Mr Wi l son was  cons t i tu ted  teacher  
of  the same church, i t  was done in a s imilar  man- 
ner ;  but  wi th a  prote s tando,  tha t  i t  was  no reor- 
d ina t ion ,  a s  we now under s t and the  te rm.  These  
a r e  t h e  wo rd s  o f  Gove rno r  Win th rop ,  who  a s - 
s i s t e d  o n  t h a t  o c c a s i o n :  ‘ W e  u s e d  i m p o s i t i o n  
o f  h a n d s ,  b u t  w i t h  t h i s  p r o t e s t a t i o n  b y  a l l ,  t h a t  
i t  wa s  on l y  a s  a  s i gn  o f  e l e c t i on  and  con f i rma- 
t i on ,  no t  o f  a ny  i n t en t  t h a t  Mr  Wi l s on  s hou l d  
renounce  h i s  min i s t ry  he  rece ived  in  Eng l and . ’*  
Thi s  i s  su f f i c i en t ly  exp l i c i t .  And when the  s ame  
M r  W i l s o n ,  a b o u t  o n e  y e a r  p r i o r  t o  M r  C o t - 
t o n ’ s  a r r i v a l ,  w a s  m a d e  p a s t o r  o f  t h e  s a m e  
chu r ch  i n  wh i ch  h e  h ad  b e en  t hu s  con s t i t u t e d  
t e a che r ,  t h i s  t oo  wa s  done  by  t he  l a y ing  on  o f  
t h e  h and s  o f  t h e  r u l i ng  e l d e r  and  t h e  d e a con s .  
O f  c o u r s e ,  i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  n o  p r o t e s t a t i o n  w a s  
needed ,  fo r  i t  i s  impos s i b l e  to  suppo se  tha t  the  
C h u r c h  w o u l d  n u l l i f y  i t s  o w n  p r e v i o u s  o r d i - 
nance .  Nor  wa s  any  exp re s s  p ro t e s t a t ion  nece s - 
s a r y  i n  M r  C o t t o n ’ s  c a s e ;  f o r  i t  h a d  a l r e a d y  
b e en  e s t a b l i s h ed ,  by  t h e  p r e c eden t  i n  Mr  Wi l - 
son ’ s  i n s t ance ,  th a t  no  r enunc i a t ion  o f  h i s  p r e - 
vious ministerial authority was intended.

*	 W i n t h r o p ’ s  H i s t o r y  o f  N e w  E n g l a n d ,  v o l .  I ,  p   3 2 , 3 3 ,  S a v a g e ’ s  
edition.
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T h e  f i r s t  i n s t a l l a t i o n  i n  N e w  E n g l a n d  i n  
wh i ch  the  l a y ing  on  o f  b and s  wa s  omi t t ed ,  wa s  
t h a t  o f  Rev .  Cha r l e s  Mo r t on ,  s e t t l e d  ov e r  t h e  
F i r s t  C h u r c h  i n  C h a r l e s t o w n ,  t h e  5 t h  o f  N o - 
v e m b e r  1 6 8 6 .  M r  M o r t o n  t h u s  a l l u d e s  t o  t h e  
sub jec t  in  a  l e t te r  wr i t ten  some three  year s  a f te r  
to the r ight  honourable  Hugh Boscawen,  Esq. ,  in  
E n g l a n d :  ‘ T h o u g h  t h e i r  c u s t o m  h a s  b e e n  a  
new impos i t ion o f  hands  upon every  new ca l l  to  
t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f  t h e  m i n i s t r y ,  y e t  t o  u s ,  w h o  
c a m e  f r o m  E u r o p e ,  M r  B a i l e y *  a n d  m y s e l f ,  i t  
wa s  aba t ed .  And  fo r  augh t  I  c an  pe r ce i ve ,  t hey  
m i n d  m o r e  t h e  s u b s t a n c e  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  t h a n  t h e  
c i r c um s t a n c e s  o f  s ome  men ’ s  p r i v a t e  op in i on s . ’ †  
D r  I n c r e a s e  M a t h e r  g a v e  t h e  c h a r g e ,  ‘ a n d  
spoke  in  p r a i s e  o f  the  Congrega t iona l  way ,  and  
s a i d ,  W e r e  h e  a s  M r  M o r t o n ,  h e  w o u l d  h a v e  
h a n d s  l a i d  o n  h i m . ’  R e v .  J o s h u a  M o o d e y ‡  
a l s o ,  i n  h i s  p r a y e r ,  a l l uded  t o  t h e  s ub j e c t ,  a nd  
i n t i m a t e d ,  t h a t  ‘ t h a t  w h i c h  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  
g r a t e f u l  t o  many ,  n ame l y ,  l a y i n g  on  o f  h and s ,  
w a s  o m i t t e d . ’ §  F r o m  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  p r e c e d e n t 

*	 In s t a l l ed  6  Oc tobe r  1686 ,  in  Wate r town,  Mas s achu se t t s ;  a f t e rward s  
pastor of the First Church in Boston.

†	 Th i s  l e t t e r  i s  t r a n s c r i b e d  i n  p a r t  i n t o  a  v e r y  a dm i r a b l e  wo rk  b y  
S a m u e l  M a t h e r ,  D D ,  c a l l e d  ‘ A n  A p o l o g y  f o r  t h e  L i b e r t i e s  o f  t h e  
Churches in New England.’ Boston, 1738, p 148.

‡	 Pastor of the First Church in Boston.
§	 Bud i ng t on ’ s  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  F i r s t  Chu r ch  i n  Cha r l e s t own ,  p   1 0 2 , 

103.
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s e t  b y  M r  M o r t o n ,  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  r e s e t t l i n g  
m i n i s t e r s  w h o  h a d  b e e n  p r e v i o u s l y  o r d a i n e d ,  
wa s  fo l lowed more  and  more ,  t i l l  i t  became the  
c o n s t a n t  p r a c t i c e .  P r e v i o u s  t o  t h i s  c h a n g e ,  
m in i s t e r s ,  i n  the  in t e rva l s  be tween  one  pa s to r a l  
c a r e  a n d  a n o t h e r ,  w e r e  r e g a r d e d  a s  t h e y  a r e  
n o w .  T h e y  w e r e  s p o k e n  o f ,  a n d  t r e a t e d  a s  
m in i s t e r s ,  and  exe rc i s ed  the i r  func t ion  a s  occa - 
s i o n  r e q u i r e d .  R e i m p o s i t i o n ,  w h e n  u s e d ,  w a s  
no t  i n t ended  t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  m in i s t e r i a l  ch a r a c - 
t e r ,  a s  though  tha t  had  been  lo s t ;  bu t  to  de s i g - 
nate the person to a special charge.

O u r  f a t h e r s  n e i t h e r  r e g a r d e d  i m p o s i t i o n  o f  
hand s  a s  an  ac t  tha t  cou ld  no t  be  r epea t ed ,  nor  
a s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  a n  o r d i n a t i o n .  
T h e o d o r e  B e z a ,  C a l v i n ’ s  f a m o u s  s u c c e s s o r  a t  
G e n e v a ,  n e v e r  r e c e i v e d  i t ;  a n d ,  u n d e r  J o h n  
Knox ’ s  i n f l uence ,  i t  wa s  f o r  s ome  t ime  d i su s ed  
in  Scot l and .  I t  was  not  an  ac t  tha t  cou ld  not  be  
r e p e a t e d ,  T h e y  v i e w e d  i t  s i m p l y  a s  a  s o l e m n  
d e s i g n a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  a  p a r t i c u l a r  
o f f i c e  o r  du t y  i n  t h e  c hu r ch ,  a nd  a s  a  s i g n  o f  
i n v e s t i t u r e .  T h e y  h e l d ,  t h a t  e v e r y  t r u e  m i n i - 
s ter  must ,  in the f i r s t  p lace,  be inwardly ca l led to  
t h e  wo rk  b y  t h e  Sp i r i t  o f  God ,  a s  A a r on  wa s ;  
and  t hen  he  mu s t  b e  ou twa rd l y  c a l l ed  by  some  
c h u r c h  o f  C h r i s t .  T h e y  h e l d  t h a t  t h i s  p o w e r  
o f  e x t e r n a l  v o c a t i o n ,  w h i c h  b e l o n g s  t o  t h e 
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church ,  i s  f a r  super ior  to  ord ina t ion ,  which ,  in- 
deed ,  i s  inc luded in  i t ,  a s  the  l e s s  i s  inc luded in  
t h e  g r e a t e r .  T h e  c h u r c h  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  g i v e  a  
l aw fu l  c a l l i ng  to  a  m in i s t e r ,  i s  much  more  ab l e  
to  ca r ry  tha t  ca l l  in to  e f fec t  by  the  s imple  cere- 
mony  u s ed  f o r  t h a t  pu rpo s e  by  the  b r e th r en  i n  
t h e  a po s t l e s ’  t ime .  Henc e  t h e y  ma i n t a i n ed  t h e  
va l i d i t y  o f  wha t  i s  somet imes  c a l l ed  l ay-ord ina- 
t ion ;  bu t  wh ich  they ,  r ega rd ing  i t  a s  the  a c t  o f  
t h e  w h o l e  b o d y  o f  t h e  c h u r c h ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
source  o f  a l l  sp i r i tua l  power ,  cons idered  a s  hav- 
ing  in  i t  more  o f  ecc l e s i a s t i c a l  au thor i ty  than  i f  
per formed on ly  by  some o f  i t s  o f f i ce r s  ac t ing  by  
d e l e g a t e d  p o w e r s .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  i n  s o m e  v e r y  
f e w  i n s t a n c e s ,  t h e  c e r e m o n y  w a s  p e r f o r m e d ,  
e v e n  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  n u m e r o u s  m i n i s t e r s ,  
on ly  by the  pre sbytery ,  or  o f f i cer s  o f  the  par t ic- 
u l a r  c h u r c h ,  o c c a s i o n a l l y  a s s i s t e d  b y  s o m e  o f  
t h e  b r e th r en .  Th i s  wa s  done  me r e l y  by  way  o f  
a s s e r t i n g  a n d  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  g r e a t  p r i n c i p l e ,  
t h a t  t h e  p o w e r  o f  o r d i n a t i o n  r e s i d e s  i n ,  a n d  
e m a n a t e s  f r o m ,  t h e  C h u r c h .  A f t e r  t h i s  h a d  
been suf f ic ient ly  unders tood,  i t  became the inva- 
r i ab le  cus tom,  and so  cont inues  to  th i s  day ,  tha t  
t h e  c e r e m o n y  s h o u l d  b e  p e r f o r m e d  b y  o t h e r  
m i n i s t e r s .  B u t  t h o u g h  a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  c o u n - 
cils, it is sti l l  regarded as done solely at the request 
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o f  t h e  c h u r c h  w h i c h  c o n v e n e s  t h e  c o u n c i l  
for that purpose.

T h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  t h e  
pa s to r  and  t e ache r ,  i s  thu s  de f ined  in  the  Cam- 
b r i d g e  P l a t f o r m :  ‘ T h e  p a s t o r ’ s  s p e c i a l  w o r k  
i s ,  t o  a t t end  to  exhor t a t ion ,  and  the re in  to  ad- 
m i n i s t e r  a  w o r d  o f  w i s d o m ;  t h e  t e a c h e r  i s  t o  
a t t end  to  doc t r i ne ,  and  the r e in  to  admin i s t e r  a  
w o r d  o f  k n o w l e d g e . ’  B o t h  a r e  e m p o w e r e d  t o  
d i s p e n s e  t h e  s a c r a m e n t s ,  t o  e x e c u t e  c h u r c h - 
c en su r e s ,  and  to  p r e a ch  the  Word ,  a s  t o  wh i ch  
d u t i e s ,  ‘ t h e y  a r e  a l i k e  c h a r g e d  w i t h a l . ’ *  T h e  
p a s t o r ,  on  whom c h i e f l y  d e vo l v ed  t h e  c a r e  o f  
the  f l ock  when  ou t  o f  the  pu lp i t ,  wa s  expec t ed  
t o  s p e n d  h i s  s t r e n g t h  m o s t l y  i n  e x h o r t a t i o n ,  
p e r s u a d i n g  a n d  r o u s i n g  t h e  c h u r c h  t o  a  w i s e  
d i l i g ence  i n  t h e  Ch r i s t i a n  c a l l i n g .  The  t e a che r  
was  to indoctr inate the church,  and labour to in- 
c r e a s e  t h e  amoun t  o f  r e l i g i ou s  know l edge .  H i s  
w o r k s h o p  w a s  t h e  s t u d y ;  w h i l e  t h e  p a s t o r  
t o i l e d  i n  t h e  o p e n  f i e l d .  T h u s  M r  C o t t o n  
g ave  h imse l f  up  t o  r e ad ing  and  p r ep a r a t i on  f o r  
t h e  i n s t r u c t i on  o f  h i s  p eop l e .  Twe l ve  hou r s  o f  
c l o s e  a p p l i c a t i o n  h e  u s e d  t o  c a l l  ‘ a  s t u d e n t ’ s  
d a y ’ ;  a n d  s u c h  a  d a y ’ s  w o r k  h e  u s u a l l y  p e r - 
formed, secluded among his books. For intell igence 

*	 Chap. VI., sec. 5.
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r e s p e c t i n g  t h e  s t a t e  o f  h i s  f l o c k ,  h e  
d e p e n d e d  m o s t l y  u p o n  t h e  p a s t o r  a n d  r u l i n g  
e l d e r s .  H e  r e c e i v e d  m a n y  v i s i t s ,  b u t  s e l d o m  
m a d e  a n y  h i m s e l f .  P e r h a p s  i t  m a y  h e l p  t o  a  
c l e a r e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  
nature  of  these  two of f ices ,  to  s ta te ,  that  when a  
c a s e  o f  excommunic a t i on  occu r r ed ,  i t  be longed  
t o  t he  p a s t o r  t o  conduc t  t he  bu s i ne s s  and  p ro - 
nounce  t h e  s e n t en c e ,  i f  t h e  o f f e n c e  r e l a t e d  t o  
i m m o r a l i t y  o r  ‘ d i s o r d e r l y  w a l k i n g ’ ;  b u t  i f  i t  
we r e  a  ma t t e r  o f  h e r e t i c a l  o r  e r r on eou s  op i n - 
i o n s ,  i t  w a s  e x p e c t e d  t h a t  t h e  t e a c h e r  w o u l d  
preside.

I n  t h e  e s t ima t i on  o f  ou r  f a t h e r s ,  t h e  p a s t o r ’ s  
s t a t ion  was  cons ide red  to  have  r a the r  the  p r io r- 
i t y  i n  i m p o r t a n c e  a n d  d i g n i t y .  I t  h a s  b e e n  a  
sou rce  o f  pe rp l ex i t y  w i th  some ,  how th i s  cou ld  
be ,  s ee ing  tha t  the  t eacher  was  somet imes  much  
m o r e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d ,  a s  t o  h i s  a t t a i n m e n t s  a n d  
g e n e r a l  c h a r a c t e r ,  t h a n  h i s  c o l l e a g u e ;  a s  h a p - 
p e n e d  i n  t h i s  c a s e  o f  M r  C o t t o n  a s  c o m p a r e d  
w i t h  M r  W i l s o n .  B u t  i t  s e e m s  t o  b e  v e r y  i n - 
t e l l i g i b l e ,  t h a t  a  m a n  m a y  b e  p r e - e m i n e n t l y  
e n d o w e d  w i t h  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  n e e d f u l  i n  a  
re l ig ious  teacher ,  and ye t  be  compara t ive ly  unf i t  
fo r  the  more  ac t ive  dut ie s  o f  the  paroch ia l  ca re .  
O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  a  m a n  m a y  b e  a d m i r a b l y  
f i t ted to watch as  a  pas tor over the f lock of  God, 
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w h o  i s  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  d i s q u a l i f i e d  t o  f e e d  t h a t  
flock with knowledge and understanding.

I t  mus t  not  be  supposed ,  tha t  our  f a ther s  in s t i - 
t u t e d  two  o r d e r s  i n  t h e  m in i s t r y .  They  f i rm l y  
h e l d ,  t h a t  a l l  o r d a i ned  m in i s t e r s  we r e  o f  equa l  
r a nk ;  a nd  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no t  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  s u p e - 
r i o r i t y  o f  o n e  o v e r  a n o t h e r ,  e x c e p t  s u c h  a s  
r e su l t s  f rom super ior  wi sdom,  knowledge ,  p ie ty ,  
zea l ,  and reputa t ion a r i s ing  f rom e i ther  or  a l l  o f  
the se ,  by  which ind iv idua l s  a re  occa s iona l ly  e le- 
va ted to a  h igher  degree of  e s t imat ion and in f lu- 
ence  th an  the i r  b r e th r en  gene r a l l y .  Wi th  them,  
the terms e lder ,  pa s tor  and bi shop,  were synony- 
m o u s  a n d  i n t e r c h a n g e a b l e ,  a s  t h e y  a r e  i n  t h e  
New Te s t amen t ,  whe re  they  a r e  u s ed  a s  d i f f e r - 
en t  n ame s  f o r  t h e  s ame  o f f i c e .  The  d i s t i n c t i on  
between the dut ie s  o f  the pas tor  and teacher  was  
merely a divis ion of the labours belonging to their  
common ca l l ing ;  e ach  t ak ing  the  pa r t  fo r  which  
he was best  qual i f ied,  without considering wheth- 
e r ,  i n  pe r sona l  ma t t e r s ,  h e  we r e  t he  g r e a t e r  o r  
more  honoured  o f  the  two.  The  precedence  was  
a c co rded  to  the  p a s to r ,  bec au s e  the  p a r t  o f  t he  
work a s s igned to  h im i s  e s sent i a l ly  the  more im- 
p o r t a n t  p a r t .  F o r  ‘ t h e  w o r d  o f  w i s d o m ’ ,  i n  
w h i c h  h e  w a s  t o  d e a l ,  m u s t  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  
more  honourab le  than  ‘ the  word  o f  knowledge ’ ,  
wh i ch  w a s  t h e  a l l o t t e d  p r ov i n c e  o f  t h e  o t h e r . 
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W i t h o u t  a n y  d i s p a r a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  l a t t e r ,  w e  
may  a s sen t  to  the  poe t ’ s  e s t ima te  o f  the  re l a t ive  
value of each:—

	 “Knowledge dwells 
In heads replete with thoughts of other men; 
Wisdom in minds attentive to their own. 
Knowledge, a rude, unprofitable mass, 
The mere materials with which wisdom builds, 
Till smoothed, and squared, and fitted to his place,— 
Does but encumber what it seems to enrich. 
Knowledge is proud, that he has learned so much; 
Wisdom is humble, that he knows no more.” 

I n  t h i s  m a t t e r  w e  m a y  g i v e  m o r e  w e i g h t  t o  
an  op in ion  o f  Ma r t i n  Lu the r ’ s ,  r e co rded  i n  h i s  
‘Tab l e  D i s cou r s e s ’ ,  a s  i t  s e ems  i n  s ome  so r t  t o  
b e  a  d e c i s i o n  a g a i n s t  h i m s e l f .  ‘ O n e  a s k e d  
L u t h e r ,  W h i c h  w e r e  g r e a t e r  a n d  b e t t e r — t o  
s t r i v e  a g a i n s t  t h e  a d v e r s a r i e s ,  o r  t o  a d m o n i s h  
a n d  l i f t  u p  t h e  w e a k ?  H e  a n s w e r e d  a n d  s a i d ,  
“ B o t h  a r e  v e r y  g o o d  a n d  n e c e s s a r y ;  b u t  i t  i s  
s o m e w h a t  g r e a t e r  a n d  b e t t e r  t o  c o m f o r t  t h e  
faint-hearted.”’

The  u sage  which  now preva i l s  in  our  churche s  
doe s  no t  s o  much  s e t  a s i d e  t h e  d i s t i n c t i on  be - 
t w e e n  p a s t o r a l  a n d  t e a c h i n g  d u t i e s ,  a s  b l e n d  
bo th  o f f i c e s  i n  one  pe r son ,  who  i s  bo th  p a s t o r  
a n d  t e a c h e r  t o  h i s  c o n g r e g a t i o n .  M o s t  o f  o u r  
chu r che s  t h ink  t hemse l v e s  t oo  sma l l  t o  r equ i r e  
the  l abours  o f  two of f icer s ,  and too poor  to  sus-
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t a i n  t hem.  I t  we r e  we l l ,  i f  t h ey  gene r a l l y  t ook  
be t te r  ca re  o f  the  s ing le  min i s te r  in  whom these  
d u t i e s  a r e  u n i t e d .  I n d e e d  t h e s e  d u t i e s  n a t - 
u r a l l y  run  in to  e a ch  o the r ,  and  i t  i s  impo s s i b l e  
p r e c i s e l y  t o  po in t  ou t  t h e i r  bound-ma rk s .  I t  i s  
n o w  e x p e c t e d  t h a t  d o c t r i n e  s h a l l  b e  p r e a c h e d  
p r a c t i c a l l y ,  and  t h a t  p r a c t i c e  b e  p r e a ched  doc - 
t r i n a l l y .  I t  i s  e x p e c t e d  t h a t  e a c h  s h a l l  b e  s o  
d i s c u s s e d ,  a s  t h a t  on e  s h a l l  i n vo l v e  t h e  o t h e r ,  
a n d  t h e i r  m u t u a l  r e l a t i o n s  b e  d i s t i n c t l y  e x - 
hibited.

Pe rh ap s  i t  wou ld  be  we l l  f o r  l a r g e r  and  more  
a f f l u en t  chu r che s  t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  an c i en t  u s a g e ,  
wh i ch  ou r  e a r l i e r  c hu r ch e s  p r a c t i c e d  s o  f a r  a s  
t hey  were  ab l e .  I t  i s  ve ry  r a r e  to  f i nd  a  pe r son  
who  comb ine s  t h e  r e qu i s i t e s  o f  a  p a s t o r  a nd  a  
t e a c h e r  i n  a  h i g h  a n d  e q u a l  d e g r e e .  A n d  t h e  
k i l l ing  a t t empt  to  un i te  each  so r t  o f  exce l l ence ,  
whe r e  n a tu r e  h ad  con f e r r ed  bu t  one ,  h a s  o f t en  
occa s ioned  a  l amented  wa s t e  o f  l i f e  and  t a l en t s .  
The  d i s t i n c t i on  r e cogn i s e d  b y  ou r  f a t h e r s  s t i l l  
e x i s t s ,  a s  i t  mu s t  i n  t he  n a tu r e  o f  t h ing s .  How  
o f t en  i t  i s  s a id ,  Such  an  one  i s  a  f i ne  p reache r ,  
b u t  n o  p a s t o r ;  a n d  t h a t  a n o t h e r  i s  a  f a i t h f u l  
a n d  s u c c e s s f u l  p a s t o r ,  b u t  d o e s  n o t  e x c e l  s o  
much  i n  t he  pu lp i t .  And  the i r  r e s pec t i v e  he a r - 
e r s ,  who  have  s en s e  enough  to  know th a t  t h ey 



120	 the life of john cotton

c a n n o t  h a v e  e v e r y  k i n d  o f  p e r f e c t i o n  i n  o n e  
man, try to be thankful for such as they have.

A b o u t  t h i s  t i m e  M r  C o t t o n  p r e a c h e d  a  s e r - 
mon ,  wh i ch  h a s  b e en  r epe a t ed l y  p r i n t ed  unde r  
t h e  t i t l e ,  ‘ G o d ’ s  P r o m i s e  t o  h i s  P l a n t a t i o n s ’ .  
I t s  ob j e c t  i s  t o  e xh i b i t  t h e  r e a s on s  wh i ch  may  
ju s t i fy  so  se r ious  a  s t ep  a s  the  forming o f  a  new  
s e t t l emen t ,  l i k e  t h a t  i n  wh i ch  he  and  h i s  a s s o - 
c i a t e s  w e r e  e n g a g e d .  I t s  c h i e f  f e l i c i t y ,  h o w - 
e v e r ,  i s  t h e  t e x t ,  ‘ M o r e o v e r  I  w i l l  a p p o i n t  a  
p l a c e  f o r  m y  p e o p l e  I s r a e l ,  a n d  I  w i l l  p l a n t  
t h e m ,  t h a t  t h e y  may  dwe l l  i n  a  p l a c e  o f  t h e i r  
own,  and  move  no  more . ’*  Wha teve r  f a s t i d iou s  
c r i t i c s  may  th ink  o f  ou r  f o r e f a the r s ’  an t i qua t ed  
s e r m o n s ,  i t  c a n n o t  b e  d e n i e d  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  a  
s i n gu l a r l y  h appy  f a cu l t y  o f  f i nd i ng  app rop r i a t e  
t e x t s  f o r  e v e r y  o c c a s i o n .  M r  C o t t o n ’ s  s e l e c - 
t i on ,  i n  t h e  i n s t a n c e  now  r e f e r r e d  t o ,  h ad  t h e  
add i t iona l  mer i t  o f  be ing  fu l f i l l ed  in  the  r e su l t .  
I n  ou r  f a the r s  and  the i r  po s t e r i t y ,  wa s  f u l f i l l ed  
t h a t  w h i c h  w a s  s p o k e n  b y  t h e  p r o p h e t  o f  t h e  
L o r d :  ‘ H e  h a t h  c a s t  t h e  l o t  f o r  t h e m ,  a n d  h i s  
h a n d  h a t h  d i v i d e d  i t  u n t o  t h e m  b y  l i n e ;  t h e y  
sha l l  po s se s s  i t  fo rever ,  f rom genera t ion  to  gen- 
e r a t i o n  s h a l l  t h e y  d w e l l  t h e r e i n .  T h e  w i l d e r - 
n e s s  a n d  t h e  s o l i t a r y  p l a c e  s h a l l  b e  g l a d  f o r 

*	 2 Samuel 7: 10.
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them;  and  the  de s e r t  sh a l l  r e jo i ce ,  and  b lo s som  
a s  t h e  r o s e .  I t  s h a l l  b l o s s o m  a b u n d a n t l y  a n d  
rejoice, even with joy and singing.’

A t  the  t ime  o f  Mr  Cot ton ’ s  a r r i v a l ,  the  ecc l e - 
s i a s t i ca l  and c iv i l  a f f a i r s  o f  the  co lony were  in  a  
con fu s ed  p l i gh t .  Unde r  h i s  a dv i c e ,  t h e  s t a t e  o f  
a f f a i r s  improved  so  r ap id ly ,  and  became so  we l l  
a r r a n g e d ,  a s  t o  g i v e  s o m e  c o u n t e n a n c e  t o  t h e  
expre s s ion  o f  one  by  no  means  f r i end ly  to  wha t  
he  ca l l s  ‘ the  innovat ing genius  o f  the  grea t  Cot- 
t o n ’ ,  a n d  w h o  s p e a k s  o f  h i m  a s  ‘ s o v e r e i g n  i n  
h i s  d o g m a s ,  a n d  a b s o l u t e  i n  p o w e r ’ .  O n e  o f  
o u r  o l d e s t  h i s t o r i a n s  h a s  s a i d ,  ‘ S u c h  w a s  t h e  
a u t h o r i t y  h e  h a d  i n  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ,  
t h a t  w h a t e v e r  h e  d e l i v e r e d  i n  t h e  p u l p i t  w a s  
soon put  in to  an order  o f  cour t ,  i f  o f  a  c iv i l ,  or  
s e t  up  a s  a  p r a c t i c e  i n  the  chu rch ,  i f  o f  an  e c - 
clesiastical concernment.’* 

O u r  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  c h u r c h e s  a r e  g r e a t l y  i n - 
deb ted  to  h im fo r  tha t  p re-eminent  l ibe r ty  they  
e n j o y ,  T h e  l i b e r t y  a n d  p o w e r  w h i c h  C h r i s t ,  
the  King ,  had  ve s ted  in  h i s  peop le ,  had  for  age s  
been  wre s t ed  away  by  men  who ,  l i ke  a l l  u su rp- 
e r s ,  p r o v e d  t o  b e  t y r a n t s ;  a n d  t u r n e d ,  a s  t h e  
P u r i t a n s  s a i d ,  ‘ t h e  L o r d ’ s  h o u s e  i n t o  a  h o u s e  
o f  L o r d s ’ ,  w h e r e  t h e y  d o m i n e e r e d  o v e r  t h e 

*	 Hubbard’s History of New England.
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f a i t h  a n d  c o n s c i e n c e s  o f  t h e  d i s c i p l e s .  T h e  
r ight fu l  power  and f reedom of  the  churches  was ,  
by  Mr  Cot ton ,  deduced  a f r e sh  f rom the  Sc r ip t - 
u r e s ,  a nd  f u l l y  r e - e s t a b l i s h ed  i n  p r a c t i c e .  Ou r  
churches  have  ever  s ince  been nob ly  jea lous  and  
t e n a c i o u s  o f  t h a t  f r e e  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  o r d e r  w h i c h  
C h r i s t  c o n f e r r e d  u p o n  t h e m ,  a n d  f o r  w h o s e  
re s tora t ion they  a re  indebted ,  under  God,  to  Mr  
Cotton and his pious and learned associates.

A n  e c c e n t r i c  p r e a c h e r  o f  t h e  W e s l e y a n  p e r - 
su a s i on ,  who  ha s  been  fo r  some  t ime  dece a s ed ,  
i s  s a i d  t o  h ave  pub l i c l y  ch a r a c t e r i s e d  t h e  mo s t  
n u m e r o u s  d e n o m i n a t i o n s  i n  N e w  E n g l a n d  i n  
t h i s  m a n n e r :  ‘ T h e  w a t c h w o r d  o f  t h e  C o n g r e - 
g a t i o n a l i s t s  i s ,  O r d e r !  o r d e r !  T h a t  o f  t h e  
B a p t i s t s  i s ,  W a t e r !  w a t e r !  A n d  t h a t  o f  t h e  
M e t h o d i s t s  i s ,  F i r e !  f i r e ! ’  W e  h a v e  g o o d  
r e a s o n  t o  b e  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  o u r  p a r t  o f  t h i s  
d e s c r i p t i o n .  F o r  w a t e r  a n d  f i r e  a r e  g o o d  s e r - 
v an t s ,  bu t  ve ry  bad  ma s t e r s ;  o r ,  a s  the  Duke  o f  
B r i d g e w a t e r  w a s  w o n t  t o  s a y ,  ‘ T h e y  a r e  t h e  
b e s t  o f  f r i end s ,  bu t  t h e  wo r s t  o f  enem ie s . ’  On  
t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  ‘ o r d e r  i s  h e a v e n ’ s  f i r s t  l a w ’ .  
I t  i s  th i s  which makes  a l l  the  d i f fe rence between  
t h e  s t a t e l y  w a l l s  o f  t h e  t e m p l e ,  a n d  h e a p s  o f  
s t on e s  a nd  bu i l d i n g  l umbe r .  Ben  J ohn son  s en - 
t e n t i o u s l y  o b s e r v e s :  ‘ I t  i s  o n l y  t h e  d i s e a s e  o f  
t he  un sk i l f u l ,  t o  th ink  rude  th ing s  g r e a t e r  th an 
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pol i shed ,  or  sca t te red  more  numerous  than com- 
p o s e d . ’  A n d  D r y d e n ’ s  r h y m e  a f f o r d s  u s  a  
valuable precept:—

Set all things in their own peculiar place; 
And know that order is the greatest grace. 

R i cha rd  Hooke r  r e j o i c ed ,  on  h i s  d e a th -bed ,  a t  
the  p ro spec t  o f  soon  en te r ing  a  wor ld  o f  o rde r .  
A n d  d o u b t l e s s  t h e  c h u r c h  o n  e a r t h  w i l l  m o r e  
c l o s e l y  r e s e m b l e  t h e  c h u r c h  i n  h e a v e n ,  w h e n  
e v e r y  m i n i s t e r  a n d  e v e r y  m e m b e r  s h a l l  b e ,  a s  
g o d l y  J o h n  N o r t o n  s a y s  M r  C o t t o n  w a s ,  ‘ l i k e  
t h e  h e a v e n l y  b o d i e s ,  a l w a y s  i n  m o t i o n ;  b u t  
s t i l l  c a r e f u l  t o  k eep  w i th in  h i s  p rope r  s phe r e . ’  
The  God  whom we  wo r s h i p  a nd  s e r v e ,  ‘ i s  no t  
the  au thor  o f  con fu s ion ,  bu t  o f  peace ,  a s  i n  a l l  
churches of the saints.’ 



CHAPTER VI.
Principles of Congregational Church Polity. Nature of the Church.  

Simplicity of worship instituted by the New Testament. Early  
innovations and perversions. Reformation in England incom- 
plete. Diversities among the Puritans, some at either extreme.  
Massachusetts Colonists shunned extremes. John Cotton’s Keys  
of the Kingdom of Heaven. Cambridge Platform, 1648. Subject  
proposed and divided. I. Nature of the Church and its privileges  
Origin of the name ‘Congregational’. Letter to Skelton. Primi- 
tive Churches were parochial and independent. Primitive order  
restored in New England. The Church a monarchy democratically  
administered. Connection and communion of independent Church- 
es. Dr Heylin. Cotton’s objections to the term ‘Independency’.  
Opposition of Congregationalists to ‘Brownism’. Cotton’s reply  
to Bail l ie. John Robinson’s advice. Thomas Shepard. True  
idea of Church unity. II. Nature and powers of the ministry.  
Officers of two sorts. The first order. Cotton’s view. The second  
order, or deacons. Apostolical succession discussed. Bishop  
Hoadley. Archbishop Whately. Bishop of Hereford. Macaulay. Or- 
dination, what it is. Archbishop Cranmer. Bishop Burnet. Lu- 
ther. Popular election of officers. Effect of ordination. Our  
forefathers free from the hierarchal temper. III. Nature and forms  
of public worship. What is prayer. Unlawful to impose forms.  
Origin of liturgies. Lord Say and Seal. Origin of English litur- 
gy. Rejected by our fathers. Inconveniences of it. The use of  
sacraments, Our fathers’ discipline commended.

A  chapter  o r  two  wi l l  he re  be  g iven  to  an  a c - 
count  o f  the  pr inc ip le s  and  mer i t s  o f  the  sy s tem  
o f  chu r ch  gove rnmen t  i n s t i t u t ed  by  Mr  Co t ton  
a n d  h i s  a s s o c i a t e s  i n  N e w  E n g l a n d .  T h e i r 
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v iews  and  p rac t i ce s  wi l l  be  p re sen ted ,  avo id ing ,  
a s  f a r  a s  may  be ,  a l l  con t rove r t ing  o f  the  op in- 
ions of others.

The  Chu r ch ,  a s  t h e y  v i ewed  i t ,  i s  t h e  l i v i n g  
t emp l e  o f  God .  The  p r e c i ou s  ma t e r i a l ,  whe r e - 
w i th  i t  i s  con s t ruc t ed ,  i s  hewn f rom the  qua r ry  
o f  human  na tu re .  The  ma s s i ve  b lock s  had  the re  
l a in  shape le s s  and  sen se l e s s ,  and  a l toge ther  dead  
i n  t r e s p a s s e s  a n d  s i n s .  B u t  t h e  H o l y  G h o s t ,  
ac t ing by means  of  the f i re  and hammer of  God’s  
W o r d ,  h a t h  s e p a r a t e d  t h e m  f r o m  t h e  f o r m l e s s  
a n d  l i f e l e s s  m a s s ,  a n d  h a t h  s q u a r e d  a n d  f i t t e d  
t h em  f o r  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  p l a c e s ,  a nd  h a t h  en - 
t e r e d  i n t o  t h e m  a n d  q u i c k e n e d  t h e m  w i t h  a n  
e v e r l a s t i n g  l i f e ,  a nd  h a t h  j o i n ed  t h em  i n  v i t a l  
un ion  to  Chr i s t ,  t h a t  l i v i ng  Rock  o f  s a l v a t i on ,  
tha t  head-s tone o f  the  corner ,  tha t  e te rna l  foun- 
d a t i o n - l e d g e  o f  Z i o n .  T h u s  t h e y ,  ‘ a s  l i v e l y  
s tone s ,  a re  bu i l t  up  a  sp i r i tua l  house ’ ,  fo r  ‘ sp i r - 
i t u a l  s a c r i f i c e s ,  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  G o d  b y  J e s u s  
Christ.’

The  g r and  t emp le  a t  J e ru s a l em,  wh ich ,  a l l ow- 
ing for  d i f ference of  mater ia l ,  was  model led a f ter  
the plan of  the tabernacle of  Moses ,  was intended  
to  se rve  ‘unto  the  example  and shadow of  heav- 
e n l y  t h i n g s . ’  I t  w a s  a  t y p e  o f  t h e  c e l e s t i a l  o r  
s p i r i t u a l  s a n c t u a r y ,  ‘ o f  t h e  t r u e  t a b e r n a c l e ,  
wh i ch  t h e  Lo rd  p i t c h ed ,  a nd  no t  man . ’  Hence 
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the care  with which i t  was  cons t ructed to accord  
p r e c i s e l y  w i t h  a  p r e s c r i b e d  m o d e l ,  a s  M o s e s  
wa s  a dmon i shed  o f  God  when  he  wa s  a bou t  t o  
m a k e  t h e  t a b e r n a c l e ;  f o r ,  s e e ,  s a i t h  h e ,  t h a t  
t h o u  m a k e  a l l  t h i n g s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  p a t t e r n  
showed  to  thee  in  the  moun t . ’  The  i de a  o f  the  
w o r l d l y  s a n c t u a r y  i s  w h o l l y  t a k e n  f r o m  t h e  
heavenly sanctuary.

The in s t i tu ted  wor sh ip  o f  God under  the  o lder  
Te s t amen t ,  a bounded  i n  f o rm s  a nd  c e r emon i e s  
wh ich  had  a l l  o f  them a  mora l  s i gn i f i c ance  em- 
b o d y i n g  s o m e  d i v i n e  t r u t h ,  o r  s h a d o w i n g  o u t  
s o m e  c e l e s t i a l  r e a l i t y .  B u t  e v e n  t h a t  r i t u a l  
mus t  have  no th ing  o f  human or ig in  superadded .  
The  Pha r i s ee s  b rough t  in  many  innova t ion s  de- 
r i v e d  b y  t r a d i t i o n  o f  t h e  e l d e r s .  B u t  J e s u s  
r e p e a t s ,  w i t h  a pp rob a t i on ,  t h e  s en t en c e  o f  t h e  
p rophe t  a g a i n s t  t h em:— ‘ In  v a i n  do  t h ey  wor - 
s h i p  me ,  t e a ch i ng  f o r  doc t r i n e s  t h e  command- 
m e n t s  o f  m e n . ’  M a r k  t h e  c o n t r a s t  h e r e ; — 
human t r ad i t ions  can  never  cons t i tu te  a  wor sh ip  
a c c e p t a b l e  t o  G o d .  T h e r e f o r e  G o d  r e q u i r e d  
t h a t  h i s  a l t a r  s h o u l d  b e  b u i l t  o n l y  o f  u n h e w n  
s tone s ;  and  dec l a r ed  tha t  whosoeve r  l i f t ed  up  a  
t oo l  upon  i t  h ad  po l l u t ed  i t .  The  pu r i t y  o f  d i - 
v i n e  wo r s h i p  i s  d e f i l e d  b y  e v e r y  a dm ix t u r e  o f  
man’s inventions and devices.

T h e  i n s t i t u t e d  w o r s h i p  o f  t h e  N e w  T e s t a -
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m e n t ,  d e l i g h t s  n o t  i n  f i g u r a t i v e  p o m p s  a n d  
s hows ,  bu t  i n  p l a i n  a nd  l i t e r a l  t r u t h .  I t s  o r d i - 
n ance s  a r e  f ew  and  s imp l e ,  b e c au s e  i t  r e j o i c e s ,  
n o t  i n  t h e  ‘ s h a d o w s  o f  g o o d  t h i n g s  t o  c o m e ’ ,  
b u t  i n  t h e  ‘ v e r y  i m a g e  o f  t h e  t h i n g s ’  t h e m - 
s e l v e s .  He re  t oo ,  we  a r e  t o  s e e ,  t h a t  a l l  t h ing s  
b e ,  made  a c co rd i ng  t o  t h e  d i v i n e  p a t t e r n ,  a nd  
kept  f ree  f rom men’ s  contr ivances  and t rad i t ion- 
a r y  e n l a r g e m e n t s .  T h e  w o r s h i p  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  
i s  to  be  f a sh ioned  a f t e r  the  New Tes t ament  ex- 
emp l a r .  We  h av e  t h e r e  a  f a i r  t r a n s c r i p t  o f  t h e  
pa t te rn  in  the  mount ,  a  t rue  copy o f  the  ground  
p l a n  a n d  e l e v a t i o n s .  T o  f o l l o w  t h i s ,  w i l l  b e  
unque s t i onab l y  s a f e .  To  depa r t  f rom i t ,  w i l l  b e  
c e r t a in l y  to  go  wrong .  I t  i s  no t  enough  to  ju s - 
t i f y  such  a  u s age  in  d iv ine  wor sh ip ,  to  s ay  tha t  
t h e r e  i s  no th i ng  i n  t h e  B i b l e  e xp r e s s l y  a g a i n s t  
i f .  ‘ T h e  t r u t h  i s , ’  a s  J o h n  N o r t o n  t e r s e l y  
s a y s ,  ‘ t h e r e  i s  e n o u g h  a g a i n s t  i t ,  i f  t h e r e  b e  
nothing for it.’

T h e  a p o s t l e s ,  ‘ a s  w i s e  m a s t e r - b u i l d e r s ’ ,  l e f t  
a  f a b r i c  o f  d o r i c  s t r e n g t h  a n d  s i m p l i c i t y .  B u t  
the  f a i r  ed i f i c e  soon  began  to  be  weakened  and  
m a r r e d  b y  t a s t e l e s s  c h a n g e s .  A n d  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  
a r ch i t ec t s  o f  the  midd le  age s  made  s ad  havoc  o f  
the  venerab l e  p i l e .  Much  o f  i t  wa s  r a zed  to  the  
v e r y  f o u n d a t i o n :  a n d  w h a t  w a s  b u i l t  i n s t e a d ,  
bore the marks of a modern and a meaner style. The 
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w o r k  w e n t  o n ,  t i l l  t h e  s t r a g g l i n g  s t r u c t u r e  
p re sented  a  s t r ange  mixture  o f  the  handiwork o f  
d i f f e r e n t  a g e s  a n d  n a t i o n s .  S o m e  r e m a i n s  o f  
t h e  p r im i t i v e  v a s t n e s s  and  s imp l i c i t y  we r e  s t i l l  
v i s i b l e :  bu t  odd l y  b l ended  w i th  Go th i c  p i l l a r s ,  
a n d  S a x o n  a r c h e s ,  a n d  N o r m a n  w i n d o w s ,  a n d  
Romane s que  t owe r s .  Mo s t  o f  wha t  wa s  l e f t  o f  
t h e  o r i g i n a l  bu i l d i n g  wa s  c ov e r ed  up  b y  cum- 
brous  and  uncouth  add i t ions ,  and  rude ly  daubed  
wi th untempered mortar ,  or  f ine ly  p la s tered over  
with Italian stucco.

In the f i r s t  t imes  of  the Protes tant  re format ion,  
much  wa s  done  toward  remov ing  the  huge  mas s  
o f  i nnova t i on s ,  and  r e s t o r i ng  t he  more  anc i en t  
o rde r .  Bu t  i n  Eng l and ,  t h e  wo rk  o f  r e s t i t u t i on  
s t opped  a l l  t oo  s oon .  The  r e f o rma t i on  o f  doc - 
t r i n e  wa s  g l o r i ou s l y  e f f e c t ed :  bu t  t h e  r e f o rma- 
t i o n  o f  o r d e r  a n d  w o r s h i p  f e l l  f a r  s h o r t  o f  
r e c o v e r i n g  t h e  p r i m i t i v e  p u r i t y .  T h e  P u r i t a n s  
f e l t  tha t  the  work mus t  go on much f a r ther ,  be- 
f o r e  t h e  j u s t  a nd  ne c e s s a r y  au tho r i t y  o f  Ch r i s t  
c o u l d  b e  r e - e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  h i s  k i n g d o m .  T h e y  
c a m e  a t  o n c e  t o  t h e  r i g h t  p r i n c i p l e ,  t h a t  t h e  
B i b l e  i s  o u r  o n l y  s a f e  a n d  s u f f i c i e n t  g u i d e  i n  
e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  p r a c t i c e ,  a s  we l l  a s  i n  a r t i c l e s  o f  
belief.

W h e n  o u r  f a t h e r s  r e a c h e d  t h e s e  s h o r e s ,  t h e y  
had a genera l  idea of  the nature of  that  ins t i tuted 
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wor sh ip  wh ich  they  p ropo sed  to  s e t  up  in  con- 
formi ty  wi th  the  u sage  o f  the  pr imi t ive  Church ,  
i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  p a t t e r n  i n  t h e  m o u n t .  
The  de t a i l s  o f  the  p l an  they  had  no t  a s  ye t  had  
oppor tun i t y  to  s tudy ,  no r  h ad  they  come  to  an  
e n t i r e  a g r e emen t .  They  we r e  f u l l y  d e t e rm in ed  
tha t  eve ry  th ing  shou ld  be  a r r anged  by  the  ru l e  
o f  S c r i p tu r e :  bu t  t hey  f ound  some  d i f f i cu l t y  i n  
the  app l i c a t i on  o f  th i s  ru l e ,  t i l l  expe r i ence  and  
practice imparted the requisite skill.

The re  wa s  much  d ive r s i t y  o f  s en t imen t  among  
t h e  P u r i t a n s .  S o m e  t h e r e  w e r e  w h o  s t i l l  c o n - 
fo rmed ,  t hough  ve ry  d i s con t en t ed l y ,  w i th  wha t  
they  f e l t  to  be  abuse s ,  bu t  which  they  hoped  to  
s e e  pu r g ed  away  by  t h e  Chu r ch  he r s e l f .  The r e  
were  other s  who conformed in  a l l  point s ,  except  
s o m e  t w o  o r  t h r e e .  O t h e r s  s t i l l  r e f u s e d  c o n - 
formi ty  in  ha l f  a  dozen point s ;  and other s  aga in ,  
a s  many  more .  Some  wen t  so  f a r  a s  t o  s epa r a t e  
e n t i r e l y  f r o m  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d ,  w h o l l y  
disowning it as a true Church of God.

T h e  P u r i t a n s  w h o  f o r m e d  t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  
c o l o n y  s h u n n e d  e i t h e r  e x t r e m e .  O n  t h e  o n e  
h a n d ,  t h e y  r e f u s e d  t o  c o n f o r m  t o  t h e  a b u s e s  
wh ich  were  r e t a ined  in  the  mothe r  church :  and  
on the  o ther  hand,  they  re so lu te ly  prote s ted ,  on  
innumerab l e  occa s ion s ,  tha t  they  were  no  s epa- 
r a t i s t s ,  a nd  t h a t  t h e y  we r e  i n  f u l l  c ommun ion 
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with  a l l  tha t  was  r ight  and t rue  in  the  Churches  
o f  Eng l a nd ,  o r  a n y  o t h e r  c oun t r y .  Though ,  a t  
f i r s t ,  t h e r e  wa s  con s i d e r ab l e  d i v e r s i t y  o f  s en t i - 
men t  on  mino r  po in t s  among  themse l ve s ,  t hey ,  
a s  the l ight  of  t ruth shone progres s ive ly br ighter ,  
c a m e  t o  a n  i n c r e a s i n g  a g r e e m e n t  o f  v i e w s .  
The i r  p r a c t i c e s ,  a t  f i r s t ,  f r om nece s s i t y ,  s ome- 
w h a t  u n c e r t a i n ,  w e r e  m o d i f i e d  b y  d e g r e e s ,  a s  
t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  t h e i r  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  
S c r i p t u r e  t e a ch i ng s  on  t h e  s ub j e c t  b e c ame  en - 
l a r g e d .  B u t  t h e y  s o o n  s e t t l e d  d o w n  i n t o  t h e  
u s a g e s  wh i ch  h av e  s o  l ong  b e en  ma in t a i n ed  i n  
our churches.

The i r  f i r s t  p r in t ed  gu ide  in  ecc l e s i a s t i c a l  ma t - 
ter s  was  John Cotton’ s  ce lebra ted book,  ent i t led ,  
‘ T h e  K e y e s  o f  t h e  K i n g d o m  o f  H e a v e n ’ .  T h i s  
wo rk  h a s  b e en  r e c en t l y  r e pub l i s h ed  b y  one  o f  
o u r  e n t e r p r i s i n g  b o o k s e l l e r s ;  a n d  a  t r e a t i s e  s o  
c u r i o u s  a n d  i n s t r u c t i v e  o u g h t  t o  h a v e  a  w i d e  
c i r c u l a t i on .  I t  i s  c h i e f l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  a s  a  d em- 
ons t ra t ion,  tha t  every indiv idua l  church,  wi th i t s  
own o f f i ce r s ,  i s  the  depos i to ry  o f  ‘ the  power  o f  
t h e  key s ’ .  I n  o the r  word s ,  a l l  t h e  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  
r i gh t s  and  power s  which  Chr i s t  ha s  g iven  to  h i s  
Church ,  a re  g iven to  every  regu la r ly  cons t i tu ted  
independent church.

In  de s c r i b ing  the  me te s  and  bound s  o f  chu rch  
power ,  Mr  Co t ton  a r gue s  t h a t ,  a s  i n  t he  S t a t e , 
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there  i s  a  d iv i s ion  o f  power s  in to  severa l  hands ,  
which  a re  to  concur  in  a l l  ac t s  o f  common con- 
c e rn ,  and  wh i ch  a r r angemen t  r e su l t s  i n  a  he a l - 
thy  con s t i tu t ion  o f  the  body  po l i t i c .  Th i s  book  
m a i n t a i n s ,  t h a t  a  c h u r c h ,  d u l y  o r g a n i s e d  w i t h  
i t s  own proper  o f f i ce r s ,  ha s  wi th in  i t s e l f  a l l  tha t  
i s  n e ce s s a r y  t o  i t s  con t i nuance  and  we l l - be ing ,  
and to  the  management  o f  i t s  own e lec t ions ,  ad- 
m i s s i o n s ,  a n d  c e n s u r e s .  E l d e r s  a n d  b r e t h r e n  
a r e  the  con s t i tuen t  member s  o f  th i s  s a c r ed  co r - 
p o r a t i o n .  T h e  e l d e r s  a r e  e n t r u s t e d  w i t h  g o v - 
ernment,  the brethren are invested with privi lege.  
The  chu rch  i s  s o  to  be  ru l ed  by  i t s  e l de r s  who  
are  over  i t  in  the Lord,  tha t  wi thout  them noth- 
i ng  may  o rd in a r i l y  be  done ,  and  th a t  t hey  may  
have a  negat ive  upon the  vote s  o f  the  f ra tern i ty ,  
and  t h a t  t h ey  a l one  may  au tho r i t a t i v e l y  p r e a ch  
and  adm in i s t e r  s a c r amen t s :—ye t  a r e  t h e  b r e t h - 
ren to be so upheld in thei r  l iber t ie s ,  that ,  unle s s  
w i t h  t h e i r  c o n s e n t ,  no th i ng  o f  c ommon  conce rn  
m a y  b e  i m p o s e d  u p o n  t h e m .  B e c a u s e  p a r t i c u - 
l a r  churches  may abuse  the i r  power ,  the  book of  
the  key s  a s s e r t s  the  need  o f  church  communion  
i n  s y n o d s  o r  c o u n c i l s ,  w h i c h  m a y  d e t e r m i n e ,  
d e c l a r e  o r  e n j o i n  s u c h  t h i n g s  a s  w i l l  c o r r e c t  
a bu s e s  o r  d i s o r d e r s  i n  t h e  o f f end ing  cong r eg a - 
t i o n s .  B u t  s t i l l  t o  s u c h  c h u r c h e s  t h e m s e l v e s  
mu s t  b e  l e f t  t h e  f o rma l  a c t s  wh i ch  a r e  r equ i s i t e 
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f o r  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e  a d v i c e  o f  t h e  c o u n c i l .  i f  
s u ch  a d v i c e  s hou l d  b e  s c a nd a l ou s l y  a nd  ob s t i - 
n a t e l y  r e f u s ed ,  t h en  i t  w i l l  b e  t h e  du t y  o f  t h e  
counc i l  t o  w i t h d r aw  c ommun i on  f r om the  con tu- 
macious church.

T h i s  i s  a  s u m m a r y  o f  t h e  m a i n  p o s i t i o n s  o f  
t h a t  once  c e l eb r a t ed  book ;  and  t h e s e  po s i t i on s  
a re  su s t a ined by the  Cambr idge  P la t form,  except  
what  re l a te s  to  the  c l a im of  a  ve to-power  in  the  
e lde r s ;  on  wh ich  Mr  Cot ton  soon  cea s ed  to  in- 
sist.

S o o n  a f t e r  i t s  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  t h e  f a m o u s  D r  
Owen under took to confute  i t ;  ins tead of  which,  
qui te contrary to hi s  expectat ion,  i t  confuted and  
c o n v e r t e d  h i m .  W h i l e  s p e a k i n g  o f  i t s  e f f e c t  
upon  h i s  mind ,  he  make s  the  fo l lowing  r emark :  
‘And ,  i nd e ed ,  t h i s  way  o f  impa r t i a l  e x am in i ng  
a l l  t h i ng s  by  t he  Word ,  compa r ing  c au s e s  w i th  
c au s e s ,  a nd  t h i ng s  w i t h  t h i ng s ,  l a y i ng  a s i d e  a l l  
p r e j u d i c a t e  r e s p e c t s  u n t o  p e r s o n s ,  o r  p r e s e n t  
t r ad i t ions ,  i s  a  cour se  tha t  I  would  admoni sh  a l l  
t o  b ewa r e  o f ,  who  wou l d  a vo i d  t h e  d ang e r  o f  
being made Independents.’* 

T h e  K e y s  o f  t h e  K i n g d o m  o f  H e a v e n ,  w a s  
t he  s t anda rd  book  o f  New Eng l and  chu rch  d i s - 
c ip l ine ,  t i l l  the  Cambr idge P la t form was  brought 

*	 A  R e v i e w  o f  t h e  t r u e  n a t u r e  o f  s c h i s m .  B y  J o h n  O w e n ,  D D ,  
chapter II.
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forth in 1648,  by a  synod which subl imely c losed  
i t s  p roceed ing s  wi th  s ing ing  ‘ the  song  o f  Mose s  
a nd  t h e  L amb ’ ,  i n  t h e  f i f t e en th  ch ap t e r  o f  t h e  
Revelation.

S i n c e  t h e  C a m b r i d g e  P l a t f o r m  w a s  a d o p t e d ,  
the  cu s tom o f  ou r  churche s  ha s  v a r i ed  in  a  f ew  
p a r t i c u l a r s  f r o m  w h a t  i s  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h e r e .  
T h u s  t h e  P l a t f o r m  a d v i s e s  t h a t  e a c h  c h u r c h  
should  have  i t s  pa s tor ,  i t s  teacher ,  and i t s  ru l ing  
e l de r ,  a s  we l l  a s  i t s  d e a con s .  And  th i s  a r r ange- 
men t ,  f o r  a  wh i l e ,  wa s  g ene r a l l y  k ep t  up .  Bu t  
b e f o r e  l o n g ,  t h e  o f f i c e s  o f  p a s t o r  a n d  t e a c h e r  
were  merged in  one:  or  ra ther ,  one per son f i l l ed  
t h em  bo th :  a nd  t h e  du t i e s  o f  t h e  r u l i n g  e l d e r ,  
w h i c h  p r i n c i p a l l y  r e l a t e d  t o  d i s c i p l i n e ,  w e r e  
p rac t i ca l l y  devo lved  in  the  sma l l e r  churche s  up- 
o n  t h e  p a s t o r  a n d  d e a c o n s ;  a n d  i n  t h e  l a r g e r  
c h u r c h e s ,  u p o n  a  c o m m i t t e e  c h o s e n  f o r  s u c h  
purposes.

I t  i s  not  my objec t  to  g ive  a  comple te  descr ip- 
t i on  o f  a l l  t h e  u s a g e s  o f  Cong r e g a t i on a l i sm  a t  
t h e  p r e s en t  d a y .  To  do  t h i s ,  w i t h  t h e  g r ound s  
a n d  r e a s o n s  o f  t h o s e  u s a g e s ,  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  a  
v o l u m e  b y  i t s e l f .  N o r  i s  i t  n e c e s s a r y .  E v e r y  
o n e  w h o  w i s h e s  t o  e x a m i n e  t h e  m a t t e r ,  m a y  
f i nd  a l l  t h a t  i s  impo r t an t  i n  s ome  o f  t h e  o l d e r  
a n d  o f  t h e  m o r e  r e c e n t  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  w h e r e  
a l l  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  n e c e s s a r y  h a s  b e e n  l a -



134	 the life of john cotton

b o r i o u s l y  c o l l e c t e d ,  a n d  a r r a n g e d  w i t h  a d m i - 
rable judgement and care.

A l l  t h a t  w i l l  n o w  b e  a t t e m p t e d ,  i s  a  g e n e r a l  
de sc r ip t ion o f  the  lead ing  fea ture s  o f  the  church  
government  adopted  by  the  venera ted  f a the r s  o f  
New England.

This will be presented under three sections.
F i r s t ,  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  a n d  i t s  p r i v - 

ileges;
S e cond l y ,  t h e  n a t u r e  and  powe r s  o f  t h e  m in - 

isterial office;
Th i r d l y ,  t h e  n a tu r e  and  f o rms  o f  pub l i c  wo r - 

ship.

SECTION I. 

the nature of the church and its privileges

T h e  t e r m  ‘ C o n g r e g a t i o n a l ’  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  
been f i r s t  b rought  in to  u se  by  John Cot ton .  Hi s  
p re fe rence  fo r  i t  wa s  g rounded on the  f ac t ,  tha t  
t h e  wo rd  wh i ch ,  i n  ou r  Eng l i s h  v e r s i on  o f  t h e  
B i b l e ,  i s  r e n d e r e d  c h u r c h ,  s i m p l y  a n d  p r o p e r l y  
m e a n s  a  c o n g r e g a t i o n .  T h e  w o r d  w o u l d  h a v e  
b e e n  r e n d e r e d  ‘ c o n g r e g a t i o n ’ ,  i f  K i n g  J a m e s  
had  not  requ i red  h i s  t r an s l a to r s  to  u se  the  word  
‘ c h u r c h ’  i n s t e a d .  T h e  r i g h t  s e n s e  i s  g i v e n  i n 
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the nineteenth Art ic le  of  Rel ig ion of  the Church  
o f  Eng l and ,  whe r e  t h e  chu r ch  i s  d e f i n ed  t o  b e  
‘ a  c o n g r e g a t i o n  o f  f a i t h f u l  m e n ,  i n  w h i c h  t h e  
t r u e  Word  o f  God  i s  p r e a ch ed ,  a nd  t h e  s a c r a - 
men t s  du l y  a dm in i s t e r e d  a c co r d i n g  t o  Ch r i s t ’ s  
o rd inance s ,  i n  a l l  t ho se  th ing s  th a t  o f  nece s s i t y  
a r e  r e q u i s i t e  t o  t h e  s a m e . ’  S o  e x a c t l y  d o e s  
th i s  l anguage  exp re s s  the  Pur i t an  s en t imen t s  on  
t he  sub j e c t ,  a s  t o  j u s t i f y  t he  c e l eb r a t ed  Ea r l  o f  
Sha f t e sbu ry ,  when  be  s a i d  i n  deba t e  be fo r e  the  
Hou s e  o f  Lo rd s ,  t h a t  h e  ‘ f ound  t he  n ine t e en th  
a r t i c l e  d id  de f ine  the  church  d i r ec t l y  a s  the  In- 
dependents do.’

I n  a  l e t t e r  a dd r e s s e d  t o  Rev .  S amue l  Ske l t on  
o f  S a l em  by  Mr  Co t t on ,  t h r e e  y e a r s  b e f o r e  h e  
le f t  England,  there  i s  g iven the fo l lowing def in i- 
t ion  o f  a  church :—‘I t  i s  a  f lock  o f  s a in t s ,  c a l l ed  
b y  God  i n t o  t h e  f e l l ow sh i p  o f  Ch r i s t ,  mee t i ng  
toge ther  in  one  p l ace ,  to  ca l l  upon the  name o f  
the  Lord ,  and  to  ed i f y  themse lve s  in  communi - 
ca t ing  sp i r i tua l  g i f t s ,  and  pa r t ak ing  o f  the  o rd i - 
n a n c e s  o f  t h e  L o r d . ’  A f t e r  h i s  c o m i n g  t o  t h i s  
c o u n t r y ,  M r  C o t t o n  w o u l d  h a v e  a d d e d  t o  t h e  
above  de f in i t ion ,  tha t  a  mutua l  c o v enan t ,  expre s s  
or  impl ied,  to uni te  for  the purposes  speci f ied,  i s  
n e c e s s a r y  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  a  
c hu r ch .  He  s ub s c r i b ed  t o  t h e  Camb r i d g e  P l a t - 
form,  which teaches ,  tha t  in  the  l a rger  and more 
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genera l  s ense ,  ‘ the  Catho l i c  church i s  the  whole  
c o m p a n y  o f  t h o s e  t h a t  a r e  e l e c t e d ,  r e d e e m e d ,  
and in  t ime e f fec tua l ly  ca l led  f rom s in  and dea th  
u n t o  a  s t a t e  o f  g r a c e  a n d  s a l v a t i o n  b y  J e s u s  
C h r i s t . ’ *  I n  t h e  c o m m o n  a n d  m o r e  s p e c i a l  
s en s e ,  t he  t rue  v i s i b l e  chu r ch  i s  ‘ a  company  o f  
sa ints  by ca l l ing,  united into one body,  by a holy  
covenant ,  for  the publ ic  worship of  God, and the  
mutua l  edi f ica t ion one of  another ,  in  the fe l low- 
ship of the Lord Jesus.’† 

T h e  n a t i o n a l  c h u r c h e s  i m a g i n e  t h a t  a l l  t h e  
Ch r i s t i a n  p eop l e  r e s i d i n g  i n  a ny  coun t r y  f o rm  
such  a  cong rega t i on .  Bu t  ou r  f a the r s  he ld ,  t h a t  
the  te rm denote s  a  l i t e r a l  congrega t ion ,  meet ing  
s t a t e d l y  i n  o n e  p l a c e  f o r  d i v i n e  w o r s h i p  a n d  
ord inances ,  and uni ted for  tha t  purpose  in to one  
body  b y  a  ho l y  c ov en an t .  They  cou l d  f i n d  no  
t r a c e  o f  a n y  h i e r a r c hy  i n  t h e  New  Te s t amen t .  
Al l  the act s  of  church government,  and di sc ip l ine  
men t i oned  i n  t h a t  book ,  we r e  a dm in i s t e r ed  by  
i n d i v i d u a l  c h u r c h e s .  T h e y  s a w ,  t h a t ,  i n  t h e  
apos t l e s ’  t ime ,  no  one  church  c l a imed any  r igh t  
t o  r u l e  o v e r  a n o t h e r .  T h e y  s a w ,  t h a t  e a c h  
c h u r c h ,  g r e a t  o r  s m a l l ,  h a d  a s  f u l l  p o w e r  t o  
man a g e  i t s  own  a f f a i r s ,  a s  t hough  i t  h a d  b e en  
t h e  o n l y  c h u r c h  i n  e x i s t e n c e .  T h e y  s a w ,  t h a t 

*	 Chap. II. see. 1.
†	 Ib. sec. 5.
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each  ind iv idua l  chu rch  wa s  a  comp le t e  body  o f  
i t s e l f ,  endowed  wi th  a l l  t he  o rgan s  o f  i ndepen- 
d en t  v i t a l i t y ,  a nd  en ab l ed  t o  do  wha t ev e r  may  
be  need fu l  fo r  i t s  own pre se rva t ion ,  we l l -be ing ,  
and enlargement.

T h e r e  i s  s o m e t h i n g  n o b l e  a n d  l i b e r a l  i n  t h i s  
i dea ,  wh ich  p re sen t s  a l l  Chr i s t i an  congrega t ion s  
a s  s o  m a n y  f r e e ,  s p i r i t u a l  c o m m u n i t i e s ;  n o t  
governed by other s ,  but  each govern ing i t se l f  by  
h e  r u l e s  a n d  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  G o d ’ s  W o r d .  I t  
w a s  o n l y  b y  a  l o n g  s e r i e s  o f  u s u r p a t i o n s  a n d  
g r a d u a l  e n c r o a c h m e n t s ,  t h a t  t h e  c h u r c h e s  l o s t  
t h i s  o r i g in a l  and  f r e e  con s t i t u t i on ,  and  bec ame  
m a s s e d  t o g e t h e r  u n d e r  t h e  g h o s t l y  t y r a n n y  o f  
lordly hierarchs.

O u r  f a t h e r s  r e s t o r e d  i n  N e w  E n g l a n d  t h e  
pr imit ive  apos to l ica l  order  by which each severa l  
c o n g r e g a t i o n ,  o r  c h u r c h  i n  t h e  o r d i n a r y  N e w  
Tes tament  sense ,  i s  d iv ine ly  empowered to  ca r ry  
on  a  sy s tem o f  s e l f -government  in  s t r i c t  obse rv- 
a n c e  o f  t h e  r u l e s  o f  t h e  go s p e l ,  a s  t o  e l e c t i on  
o f  o f f i cer s ,  admis s ion and d i sc ip l ine  o f  members ,  
a n d  g e n e r a l  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  i t s  o w n  e c c l e s - 
i a s t i c a l  a f f a i r s .  E a ch  chu r ch ,  du l y  c on s t i t u t e d ,  
with i t s  own off icers ,  was enti t led to act  for i t se l f  
in  a l l  such mat te r s ,  f ree  f rom the  cont ro l  o f  any  
man ,  o r  body  o f  men ,  ex t e rna l  t o  i t s e l f .  In  the  
New Testament, our fathers could f ind no warrant 
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f o r  s y n o d i c a l ,  o r  d i o c e s a n ,  o r  p r o v i n c i a l ,  o r  
n a t i o n a l ,  o r  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  c h u r c h e s ;  o r  f o r  
c h u r c h e s  o r g a n i s e d  b y  c i v i l  a u t h o r i t y .  T h e y  
f o u n d  t h e  a p o s t l e s  p l a n t i n g  n o  c h u r c h e s ,  b u t  
s u ch  a s  we r e  p a r o ch i a l :  t h a t  i s  t o  s a y ,  d i s t i n c t  
c ong r e g a t i on s ,  c ompo s ed  o f  p e r s on s  po s s e s s i n g  
the  f a i th ,  u sua l l y  mee t ing  in  one  a s s emb ly ,  and  
t r an s ac t ing  the i r  own bus ine s s  wi thout  any  sub- 
j e c t i o n  t o  f o r e i g n  a u t h o r i t y .  T h e y  h e l d ,  t h a t  
any  organ i s ed  congrega t ion  o f  be l i eve r s ,  fo rmed  
a nd  k ep t  up  unde r  t h e  i n f l u en c e s  o f  t h e  Ho l y  
Sp i r i t ,  and  the  r egu l a t ion s  o f  the  wr i t t en  Word  
o f  G o d ,  i s  a n  e v a n g e l i c a l  c h u r c h .  T h e  v i e w  
w h i c h  o u r  f a t h e r s  t o o k  o f  s u c h  a  c h u r c h  w a s  
th i s ;—It  i s  an  ab so lu te  monarchy  democra t i c a l l y  
a d m i n i s t e r e d .  I t  i s  a n  a b s o l u t e  m o n a r c h y :  f o r  
Chr i s t  i s  i t s  supreme Head  and  King ;  h i s  wi l l  i s  
l aw ;  he  a lone  ha s  the  r i gh t  to  l eg i s l a t e ;  and  h i s  
decrees recorded in the Bible must a lone be obey- 
ed.  And the a f f a i r s  o f  th i s  sp i r i tua l  monarchy are  
d emoc r a t i c a l l y  a dm in i s t e r ed :  f o r  t o  t h e  chu r ch  
i s  given the free elect ion of a l l  executive of f icers ,  
a n d  t h e  m e m b e r s  a r e  a l l  p o s s e s s e d  o f  e q u a l  
r i g h t s  a n d  p r i v i l e g e s .  W h a t  n o b l e  s c h o o l s  o f  
l iber ty  and independence  o f  sou l ,  wi l l ing ly  obe- 
d ien t  to  Chr i s t ,  bu t  f r ee  f rom va s s a l age  to  man ,  
must be found in these self-governing societies!

The re  i s  a  p a s s age  in  a  l e t t e r  f rom Mr  Cot ton 
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t o  t h e  L o r d  v i s c o u n t  S a y  a n d  S e a l ,  w h i c h  h a s  
b e en  s uppo s ed  t o  m i l i t a t e  a g a i n s t  t h e s e  v i ew s .  
I t  i s  i n  the  fo l l owing  word s ;—‘Democracy  I  do  
no t  conce i v e  t h a t  e v e r  God  d i d  o rd a i n  a s  a  f i t  
government,  e i ther  for  church or commonweal th.  
I f  the people  be governors ,  who sha l l  be govern- 
e d ?  A s  f o r  mona r chy  a nd  a r i s t o c r a c y ,  t h e y  a r e  
bo th  o f  t h em c l e a r l y  a pp roved  and  d i r e c t ed  i n  
Sc r ip tu re ,  ye t  so  a s  r e f e r r e th  the  sove re ign ty  to  
h imse l f  [ i . e .  to  God] ,  and  s e t t e th  up  Theocracy  
i n  bo th ,  a s  t he  be s t  f o rm o f  gove rnmen t  in  the  
c o m m o n w e a l t h  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  t h e  c h u r c h . ’ *  A t  
the f i r s t  v iew, thi s  pas sage seems to be in violent  
oppo s i t i on  to  Mr  Cot ton ’ s  advocacy  o f  popu l a r  
i n s t i t u t i on s  on  a l l  o t h e r  o c c a s i on s .  Some ,  who  
a r e  f r i end l y  t o  h i s  memory ,  know no t  wha t  t o  
m a k e  o f  i t ;  a n d  o t h e r s  r e g a r d  i t  a s  a  l u r e  t o  
t empt  ce r t a in  Pur i t an  peer s  and  o ther  g rea t  men  
to  come over  and  jo in  the  co lon ie s ,  a s  many  o f  
them were then thinking to do.

The  ma t t e r  i s  e a s i l y  s e t  r i g h t  b y  c on s i d e r i n g  
the  mea inng o f  the  words  ‘democracy ’  and ‘ a r i s - 
t o c r a cy ’ ,  a s  u s ed  i n  th i s  l e t t e r .  The  a r i s t o c r a cy  
spoken of  here  i s  e lec t ive ,  and for  the  mos t  par t  
t empo r a r y .  Eve r y  r ep r e s en t a t i v e  gove rnmen t  i s  
an ar i s tocracy,  e lected by the people to make and 

*	 S e e  t h e  l e t t e r  i n  Hu t ch i n s on ’ s  H i s t o r y  o f  Ma s s a chu s e t t s ,  v o l .  I . ,  
p 437, &c.
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admin i s t e r  the  l aws ,  f o r  l onge r  o r  sho r t e r  pe r i - 
o d s .  A  s i m p l e  d e m o c r a c y ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
p r ima ry  s en s e  o f  t h e  wo rd ,  and  t h e  de f i n i t i on s  
o f  the ab le s t  pol i t ica l  wr i ter s ,  i s  a  s t a te  o f  th ings  
i n  wh i ch  the  who l e  co l l e c t ed  peop l e  make  and  
execu te  the  l aws .  Th i s  i s  mere  mob- l aw,  wh ich  
i s  no  gove rnmen t  a t  a l l ,  h av ing  ne i t h e r  s e t t l e d  
con s t i tu t ion  nor  execu t ive  o f f i c e r s .  I t  i s  i n  th i s  
s en s e ,  t h a t  J ohn  Co t ton  denounce s  d emoc r a cy ;  
a s  eve ry  r e a sonab le  man  mus t  do .  But  the  word  
in  our  day  i s  t aken  in  a  much  be t t e r  s en se  than  
fo rmer l y ,  and  i s  u s ed  to  de s i gna t e  tha t  r epub l i - 
can form of  government  in  which the  people  ac t  
t h r ough  r e gu l a r l y  c on s t i t u t e d  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e i r  
o w n  c h o o s i n g .  T h a t  t h i s  w a s  M r  C o t t o n ’ s  
m e a n i n g  i s  p l a i n  f r o m  a n o t h e r  p a s s a g e  i n  t h e  
s ame  l e t t e r ,  t owa rd  t h e  c l o s e ,  wh i ch  i s  quo t ed  
fo r  the  s ake  o f  making  h im,  a s  he  ha s  a  r igh t  to  
b e ,  h i s  o w n  i n t e r p r e t e r .  ‘ B o d i n e  c o n f e s s e t h ,  
t h a t ,  t h o u g h  i t  b e  s t a t u s  p o p u l a r i s  w h e r e  t h e  
people  choose  the i r  own governors ,  yet  the gov- 
ernment i s  not a democracy, i f  i t  be administered,  
not by the people,  but by the governors ,  whether  
one ( for  then i t  i s  a  monarchy,  though e lec t ive) ,  
or  by many,  for  then,  a s  you know, i t  i s  a r i s toc- 
r a c y .  I n  wh i c h  r e s p e c t  i t  i s ,  t h a t  c hu r ch  gov - 
e rnment  i s  ju s t ly  den ied ,  even by  Mr Robinson ,  
t o  b e  d e moc r a t i c a l ,  t h ough  t h e  p eop l e  c hoo s e 
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t h e i r  o w n  o f f i c e r s  a n d  r u l e r s . ’ *  W e  f i n d  t h e  
s ame  i d e a  e xp r e s s e d  b y  Mr  S t one  o f  Ha r t f o r d ,  
when a sked  to  de sc r ibe  the  Congrega t iona l  gov- 
e r n m e n t .  H e  r e p l i e d  i n  h i s  s c h o l a s t i c  w a y ; — 
‘ I t  i s  a  s p e a k i n g  A r i s t o c r a c y  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  a  
s i l e n t  D e m o c r a c y . ’  T h e  c h u r c h  i s  t a u g h t  a n d  
ru l ed  by  o f f i c e r s ,  who  a r e  f r ee l y  cho sen  by  the  
people to act  in their  of f ices  a s  the Bible  direct s .  
Thi s  a r rangement  secures ,  a t  once,  the order  and  
the liberty of the churches.

B e c a u s e  c h u r c h e s  a r e  t h u s  e m a n c i p a t e d  f r o m  
a l l  fore ign jur i sd ic t ion,  i t  mus t  not  be  supposed ,  
tha t  they  a re  i so l a ted ,  d i sconnected  bodie s ,  hav- 
i n g  no  mu tu a l  r e l a t i on s  o f  l o v e  and  du t y .  No :  
they  a re  a  s i s t e rhood :  and  though  a l l  the  s i s t e r s  
s t and  on  t e rms  o f  equa l i t y  and  l i be r ty ,  they  a re  
bo th  ne c e s s a r i l y  and  w i l l i n g l y  bound  i n  f am i l y  
t i e s ,  t h e  s t r onge s t  a nd  swee t e s t  o f  a ny .  A s  t h e  
l iberty of the individual Christ ian is  not inconsist- 
en t  w i th  ‘ t he  commun ion  o f  s a i n t s ’ ,  s o  ne i the r  
i s  the  l i be r ty  o f  pa r t i cu l a r  congrega t ion s  incon- 
s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  c o m m u n i o n  o f  c h u r c h e s .  D r  
He y l i n ,  t hough  a  b i t t e r  h a t e r  o f  t h e  Pu r i t a n s ,  
h a s  v e r y  h a p p i l y  d e s c r i b e d  J o h n  R o b i n s o n ’ s  
‘mode l  o f  chu rch  gove rnmen t ’  a s  ‘ con s i s t i ng  o f  
a  coörd ina t ion o f  severa l  churches  for  the i r  mu-

*	 Hutchinson’s Hist. I., 439.
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t u a l  c o m f o r t ;  n o t  a  s u b o r d i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  o n e  
to the other, in the way of direction or command.  
Hence , ’  he  adds ,  ‘ c ame the  name o f  “ Independ- 
e n t s ” ,  c o n t i n u e d  u n t o  t h o s e  a m o n g s t  u s  w h o  
ne i the r  a s soc i a t e  t hemse l ve s  w i th  the  P re sby t e - 
r i an s ,  no r  embr a ce  t he  f r enz i e s  o f  t he  Anabap- 
t i s t s . ’  I t  i s  mo s t l y  b y  t h i s  n ame  o f  ‘ I nd epend - 
en t s ’  t h a t  t he  Cong reg a t i ona l i s t s ,  who  a r e  now  
s o  n u m e r o u s  i n  E n g l a n d ,  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  k n o w n  
i n  t h a t  coun t r y .  Tha t  n ame ,  howeve r ,  wa s  no t  
who l l y  s a t i s f a c t o r y  t o  Mr  Co t t on .  He  r ema r k s  
upon i t  a s  fo l lows:—‘Nor i s  “Independency” a f i t  
n ame  fo r  the  way  o f  ou r  chu rche s :  f o r  i n  some  
re spec t s  i t  i s  too  s t r a i t ,  and  in  o the r s  too  l a rge .  
I t  i s  too stra i t ,  in that i t  confineth us within our- 
s e l v e s ,  a nd  ho l d e t h  u s  f o r t h  a s  i nd ependen t  o f  
a l l  others :  whereas  indeed we do profes s  depend- 
ence  upon  mag i s t r a t e s  fo r  c i v i l  gove rnment  and  
p r o t e c t i o n ,  d e p e n d e n c e  u p o n  C h r i s t  a n d  h i s  
Word  fo r  the  sove re ign  government  and  ru l e  o f  
our  admin i s t r a t ions ,  dependence  upon the  coun- 
se l  o f  o ther  churche s  and  synods  when our  own  
var i ance  or  ignorance  may s t and in  need o f  such  
h e l p  f r o m  t h e m ;  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  t h i s  t i t l e  o f  
“ I n d e p e n d e n c y ”  s t r a i t e n e t h  u s  a n d  r e s t r a i n e t h  
u s  f r o m  o u r  n e c e s s a r y  d u t y  a n d  d u e  l i b e r t y .  
Again,  in other respects ,  “Independency” s t retch- 
e t h  i t s e l f  t o o  l a r g e l y  a n d  m o r e  g e n e r a l l y  t h a n 
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that  i t  can s ingle out us ,  for  i t  i s  compat ib le  to a  
n a t i ona l  chu r ch  a s  we l l  a s  t o  a  cong r eg a t i ona l . 
—Where fo re ,  i f  t he re  mus t  need s  be  some  no te  
o f  d i f f e rence  to  decypher  our  e s t a t e  and  to  d i s - 
t i n g u i s h  o u r  w a y ,  I  k n o w  o f  n o n e  f i t t e r  t h a n  
t o  d e n o m i n a t e  o u r s — “ C o n g r e g a t i o n a l ” . ’ *  T h e  
n a m e  ‘ I n d e p e n d e n t ’  i s  e x p r e s s l y  d i s a p p r o v e d  
by the Cambridge Platform.† 

Some o f  the  more  r i g id  Sepa r a t i s t s ,  known by  
the  uncouth  t i t l e  o f  Browni s t s ,  c a r r i ed  the  idea  
o f  independency to such an extreme a s  to  render  
e v e r y  c h u r c h  a n  i s o l a t e d  b o d y ,  d w e l l i n g  s o l i - 
t a r i l y ,  w i t h o u t  a  s i s t e r h o o d ,  a n d  t h e  c h e e r i n g  
i n t e r ch ange  o f  a c t s  o f  c ommun ion .  They  we r e  
h u r r i e d  t o  t h i s  e x t r e m i t y ,  b y  t h e  e x c e s s i v e  
anx ie ty  to  avo id  any  en t ang lement  which  migh t  
a g a i n  en sn a r e  t h em in  t h e  me she s  o f  e c c l e s i a s - 
t i c a l  b o n d a g e .  M r  C o t t o n  a n d  h i s  c o a d j u t o r s  
happi ly  avo ided a  sent iment  so  des t ruc t ive  o f  a l l  
t h e  b ene f i t s  o f  t h e  f e l l owsh ip  o f  t h e  chu r che s .  
In  rep ly ing  to  Ba i l l i e ,  Mr Cot ton t ake s  occa s ion  
t o  s a y  o f  B r o w n ; — ‘ N e i t h e r  i n  w h o l e  n o r  i n  
p a r t  do  we  p a r t a k e  i n  h i s  s ch i sm ;  h e  s ep a r a t ed  
f r om  chu r ch e s  a nd  f r om  s a i n t s ;  we ,  on l y  f r om  
the wor ld ,  and f rom that  which i s  o f  the  wor ld . ’ 
—‘Though  we  pu t  no t  such  honour  upon  tho se 

*	 The Way of Congregational Churches Cleared, p 11.
†	 Chap. II. Sect. 5.
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h e  c a l l s  “ B r o w n i s t s ” ,  a s  t o  o w n  t h e m  f o r  o u r  
“ f a t h e r s ” ,  y e t  n e i t h e r  do  we  pu t  s o  much  d i s - 
h o n o u r  u p o n  t h e m  a s  t o  “ h e a p  c o a l s  o f  c o n - 
t u m e l y ”  u p o n  t h e i r  h e a d s :  w e  l o o k  n o t  o n  
t h e m  w i t h  c o n t e m p t ,  b u t  c o m p a s s i o n . ’ *  M r  
Cotton concurred in sent iment with the excel lent  
John Robin son ,  who,  in  h i s  pa r t ing  in s t ruc t ions  
t o  t h a t  p a r t  o f  h i s  f l o c k  w h i c h  w a s  a b o u t  t o  
p r o c e e d  f r o m  L e y d e n  t o  t h e  P l y m o u t h  r o c k ,  
r e commended  t h em  t o  u s e  ‘ a l l  me an s  t o  a vo i d  
a n d  s h a k e  o f f  t h e  n a m e  o f  B r o w n i s t ,  b e i n g  a  
m e r e  n i c k n a m e ,  a n d  b r a n d ,  t o  m a k e  r e l i g i o n  
odious ,  and the  profe s sor s  o f  i t ,  to  the  Chr i s t i an  
w o r l d . ’ †  O u r  f a t h e r s  h e l d  i n d e e d ,  t h a t  e v e r y  
c o n g r e g a t i o n  i s  c o m p l e t e l y  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  a l l  
o the r s  a s  t o  j u r i s d i c t i on  and  au tho r i t a t i v e  con- 
t r o l ;  b u t  n o t  a s  t o  o t h e r  f o r m s  o f  c o n n e c t i o n  
a r i s i n g  f r o m  c o m m o n  i n t e r e s t s  a n d  r e c i p r o c a l  
a f f e c t i o n s .  T h e y  c a r e f u l l y  c h e r i s h e d  a n  i n t e r - 
c ou r s e  o f  mu tu a l  r e s p e c t ,  a nd  con f i d en c e ,  a nd  
l ove ,  an  i n t e r change  o f  coun se l s ,  and  a i d s ,  and  
f r a t e r n a l  o f f i c e s ;  wh i ch  t h ey  s t y l e d ,  ‘ t h e  com- 
mun ion  o f  c hu r che s ’ .  The  j ud i c i ou s  a nd  mod- 
e r a t e  op in ion s  o f  our  f a the r s  a r e  we l l  expre s s ed  
b y  T h o m a s  S h e p a r d : — ‘ W e  u t t e r l y  d i s l i k e  
s uch  Independency  a s  t h a t  wh i ch  i s  ma in t a ined 

*	 Way of Congregational Churches Cleared, p 9, 10.
†	 Young’s Chronicles, p 397.
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b y  c o n t e m p t ,  o r  c a r e l e s s  n e g l e c t ,  o f  s i s t e r  
c h u r c h e s .  W e  u t t e r l y  d i s l i k e  s u c h  d e p e n d e n c y  
o f  churche s  upon  o the r s ,  a s  i s  bu i l t  upon  u su r - 
pations and spoils of particular churches.’* 

T h e  P u r i t a n s  l o v e d  c h u r c h  u n i t y ; — n o t  a  
mere  nomina l  and  fo rma l  un ion ,  where  the re  i s  
n e i t h e r  l i f e  no r  s im i l a r i t y ;  a  un i on  we l l  c om- 
p a r ed  by  Le i gh ton  t o  t h a t  o f  s t i c k s  a nd  s t one s  
when  f r o z en  t o g e t h e r ;  a  un i on  con s i s t i n g  i n  a  
b a r e  ou twa rd  un i f o rm i t y ,  unde r  wh i ch  i s  c on - 
c e a l e d  t h e  b i t t e r e s t  s c o r n  a n d  h a t e .  T h e y  
p r i z e d  ‘ t h e  u n i t y  o f  t h e  f a i t h ’ ,  a n d  s o u g h t  t o  
k e e p  ‘ t h e  u n i t y  o f  t h e  S p i r i t  i n  t h e  b o n d  o f  
p e a c e ’ :  a n d  t h i s  w a s  n e a r l y  a l l  t h e y  d e e m e d  
important.

Gre a t  e f f o r t s  h ave  been  made  to  e f f e c t  a  un i - 
f o r m i t y  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  w o r s h i p ,  w h i c h  
should  br ing  a l l  Chr i s tendom in to  one ecc le s i a s - 
t i c a l  e s t a b l i s hmen t ,  w i t h  unv a r y i ng  mode s  a nd  
f o r m s .  T h e r e  a r e  m e n  w h o s e  n o t i o n  o f  t h e  
chu r ch  i s  l i k e  a  s y s t em  o f  g a s - p i p e s  i n  a  g r e a t  
c i t y ,  b r anch ing  in  a l l  d i r ec t ion s ,  ye t  mee t ing  a t  
l a s t  i n  one  ma in  t runk ,  wh i ch  i s  r eg a rded  w i th  
s e n s e l e s s  a w e ,  a n d  m y s t i c  v e n e r a t i o n  a s  ‘ t h e  
g r e a t  c e n t r e  o f  v i s i b l e  u n i t y ’ ,  V e r y  d i f f e r e n t  
i s  t h e  G o s p e l  v i e w ,  w h i c h  s h o w s  e v e r y  p a r -

*	 Treatise of Liturgies, &c., p 114. 1653.
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t i cu l a r  chu rch  to  be  bu i l t  d i r e c t l y  on  Chr i s t  a s  
the foundation, and to be no otherwise connected  
w i t h  o t h e r  c h u r c h e s ,  e x c e p t  a s  t h r o u g h  h i m  
who  i s  a s  t h e  common  founda t i on  o f  t h em a l l .  
So  too  each  be l i eve r ,  by  h imse l f ,  i s  a  b r anch  o f  
t h e  t r u e  v i n e ,  d e r i v i n g  l i f e  a n d  n o u r i s h m e n t ,  
no t  med i a t e l y  t h r ough  r am i f i e d  bough s  o f  d e - 
p endence  and  l ong  l imb s  o f  d i s t an t  s u c c e s s i on ;  
bu t  immed i a t e l y  f r om Chr i s t  h imse l f ,  i n  whom  
a l l  t h e  b r a n c h e s  g r o w ,  w h o  i s  t h e  o n l y  v i t a l  
bond o f  un ion  be tween them.  A l l  r ea l  Chr i s t i an  
u n i o n  c i r c u l a t e s  t h r o u g h  h i m  f r o m  c h u r c h  t o  
church ,  and  f rom hea r t  to  hea r t .  Th i s  ha l l owed  
b o n d  i s  n o t  a n  i n d e f i n i t e l y  e x t e n d e d  c h a i n  o f  
wh i ch  on l y  t he  he ad- l i nk  f a s t en s  d i r e c t l y  upon  
t h e  med i a t o r i a l  t h rone .  Eve r y  b e l i e v e r  i s  h im- 
s e l f  i n  C h r i s t .  T h e  d i s c i p l e s  a r e  o n e  i n  h i m ,  
a n d  o n l y  i n  h i m .  T o  a l l  o f  t h e m  h i s  S p i r i t  i s  
impa r t ed  d i r e c t l y  f r om h imse l f ;  a nd  t h i s  un i t e s  
them by pervading them all.

A  Ca tho l i c  Ch r i s t i a n  un ion  a l r e ady  ex i s t s ,  s o  
f a r  a s  the  d i f f e ren t  denomina t ions  re s t  upon the  
t r u e  f o u n d a t i o n .  A n  o l d  d i v i n e  h a s  s a i d ,  ‘ I  
have  s een  a  f i e ld  he re ,  and  ano the r  the re ,  s t and  
t h i c k  w i t h  c o r n .  A n  h e d g e  o r  t w o  h a s  p a r t e d  
t h e m .  A t  t h e  p r o p e r  s e a s o n ,  t h e  r e a p e r s  e n - 
t e r e d .  S o o n  t h e  e a r t h  w a s  d i s b u r t h e n e d ,  a n d  
t h e  g r a i n  wa s  c onvey ed  t o  t h e  d e s t i n ed  p l a c e ; 
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whe re ,  b l ended  toge the r  i n  t he  b a rn ,  o r  i n  t he  
s t a ck ,  i t  cou ld  no t  be  known tha t  a  hedge  once  
s e p a r a t e d  t h i s  c o r n  f r om  t h a t .  Thu s  i t  i s  w i t h  
t h e  c hu r ch .  He r e  i t  g r ow s ,  a s  i t  we r e ,  i n  d i f - 
f e r e n t  f i e l d s ,  s e v e r e d ,  i t  m a y  b e ,  b y  v a r i o u s  
h edge s .  By  and  by ,  when  t h e  h a r v e s t  i s  c ome ,  
a l l  God ’ s  whea t  s h a l l  b e  g a the r ed  in to  the  g a r - 
ner ,  wi thout  one  s ing le  mark  to  d i s t ingu i sh  tha t  
onc e  t h ey  d i f f e r ed  i n  t h e  ou twa rd  c i r cums t an - 
tials of modes and forms.’

T h e  ‘ h i g h - c h u r c h ’  t e m p e r  d o e s  n o t  a c c o r d  
w i t h  t h e  g e n i u s  o f  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s m .  W e  
a r e  no t  o f  t ho s e  who  a r e  n ev e r  s u r e  t h a t  t h e y  
a re  ac tua l ly  in  the  temple ,  unt i l  they  f ind them- 
s e l ve s  pe r ched  upon  i t s  t opmos t  p innac l e .  Such  
a s  t he s e ,  Dean  Kenne t  s pe ak s  o f ,  a s  h av ing  lo s t  
t h e i r  C h r i s t i a n i t y  i n  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  c h u r c h .  
L u t h e r  d e s c r i b e s  t h e m  a s  ‘ a t t r i b u t i n g  m o r e  
p o w e r  t o  t h e  c h u r c h  w h i c h  i s  b e g o t t e n  a n d  
bo r n ,  t h a n  t o  t h e  Word  wh i c h  h a t h  b e go t t e n ,  
c o n c e i v e d ,  a n d  b o r n e  t h e  c h u r c h . ’  O f  s u c h  
m e n ,  J o h n  C o t t o n  u s e d  t o  s a y ,  ‘ T h e y  a r e  a l l  
church, and no Christ.”
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SECTION II.

nature and powers of the ministerial office

T h e  f a t h e r s  o f  N e w  E n g l a n d  h e l d  t h a t  t h e  
o f f i c e r s  o f  t he  chu rch  a r e  o f  two  so r t s .  One  o f  
t h e s e  i s  v a r i ou s l y  s poken  o f  a s  p a s t o r s ,  t e a ch - 
e r s ,  e l d e r s ,  p r e s b y t e r s ,  b i s hop s ,  o v e r s e e r s ,  a nd  
o t h e r  n a m e s  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e i r  
c a l l i n g ,  a n d  i t s  d u t i e s .  T h e s e  a l l  s t a n d  u p o n  
a n  e q u a l i t y  a s  r e g a r d s  r a n k  a n d  a u t h o r i t y .  
T h e r e  i s  n o  d i f f e r e n c e  a m o n g  t h e m ,  e x c e p t  
such  a s  make  any  man  to  d i f f e r  f rom h i s  po l i t i - 
c a l  e q u a l s ,  a r i s i n g  f r o m  d i v e r s i t y  o f  t a l e n t s ,  
a t t a i nmen t s ,  o r  mo r a l  wo r t h .  Hence  t h e  o f f i c e  
h o l d s  o u t  n o  t e m p t a t i o n  t o  t h o s e  a m b i t i o u s  
a s p i r an t s ,  who s e  who l e  de s i r e  i s  t o  r e a ch  some  
s t a t i on  supe r io r  t o  t h a t  o f  t he i r  f e l l ows .  The r e  
i s  no  con tend ing  wh ich  sha l l  be  g r e a t e s t  i n  the  
k ingdom o f  heaven ,  so  long  a s  the re  i s  no  such  
c ond i t i on  a c know l edg ed  t h e r e .  E a ch  l ook s  h i s  
b ro the r  in  the  eye ,  w i thou t  r ece iv ing  f rom h im  
t h e  g l a n c e  o f  a r r o g a n c e ,  o r  c a s t i n g  u p o n  h i m  
t h a t  o f  une a s y  i n f e r i o r i t y .  The  p r im i t i v e  p a ro - 
c h i a l  b i s h o p s  o f  t h e  o l d  ‘ s t a n d i n g  o r d e r ’  i n  
Ma s s a chu se t t s ,  l ook  w i th  p i t y  on  tho se  d i s s en t - 
i n g  p r e s b y t e r s ,  w h o  s i n k  t h e  d i g n i t y  o f  t h e i r 
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o f f i c e ,  b y  g i v i n g  p l a c e  t o  s p i r i t u a l  s u p e r i o r s  
whom the Chief Shepherd never set over them.

The  Sc r ip tu re  v i ew o f  the  min i s t e r i a l  o f f i c e  i s  
t hu s  b r i e f l y  s ummed  up  by  t h e  v ene r ab l e  J ohn  
C o t t o n :  ‘ T h e  b i s h o p s  P a u l  s p e a k e t h  o f  i n  
Timothy,  o f  whose qua l i f i ca t ion he g iveth d i rec- 
t i o n  ( 1   T i m o t h y  2 : 2 – 7 ) ,  h e  c a l l e t h  t h e m  a l l ,  
when he  cometh  to  g ive  order  fo r  the i r  ma in te- 
n a n c e ,  b y  t h e  n a m e  o f  e l d e r s .  A n d  i n  h i s  
ep i s t l e  to  Ti tus ,  the  e lder s  which Pau l  l e f t  Ti tus  
to  orda in  in  every  c i ty ,  he  ca l l e th  them bi shops .  
T i tu s  1 : 5–7 .  Now o f  t he s e  he  appo in t e th  many  
i n  o n e  c i t y  o r  c h u r c h ;  n o t  m a n y  c i t i e s  o r  
c hu r che s  unde r  one  b i s hop ,  Ac t s  1 4 : 2 3 ;  e l d e r s  
i n  e v e r y  c i t y ,  A c t s  2 0 : 1 7 ,  2 8 ;  m a n y  e l d e r s  
or bishops in the church of Ephesus, Philippians 1:1;  
m a n y  b i s h o p s  a s  w e l l  a s  m a n y  d e a c o n s  i n  o n e  
church  o f  Ph i l i pp i ,  and  tha t  a  poor  one  too  fo r  
P h i l i p p i  w a s  a  c h u r c h  i n  M a c e d o n i a ,  A c t s  1 6 : 
1 2 ;  a n d  a l l  t h e  c h u r c h e s  i n  M a c e d o n i a  h a d  
trial of deep poverty, 2 Corinthians 5:12.’* 

T h e  d e a c o n s  f o r m  t h e  o n l y  o t h e r  c l a s s  o f  
c h u r c h - o f f i c e r s  t o  b e  s e e n  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  
New  Te s t amen t .  The i r  a pp r op r i a t e  du t y  i s ,  t o  
a t t end  to  t he  s e cu l a r  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  chu r ch ;  bu t  
b e i n g  u s u a l l y  m o r e  e m i n e n t  f o r  a c t i v e  p i e t y ,

*	 The Way of the Churches of New England, &c., p 48.
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they  a r e  ch i e f l y  l ooked  t o  f o r  a dv i c e ,  a nd  ex - 
pec ted  to  p repa re  the  bu s ine s s  which  may  come  
b e f o r e  t h e  chu r ch .  I t  i s  s i n gu l a r  t h a t ,  i n  mo s t  
re l ig ious  denominat ions ,  th i s  o f f i ce  i s  e i ther  d i s- 
con t inued ,  o r  i t s  n a tu r e  and  du t i e s  a r e  en t i r e l y  
c h a n g e d .  I n  t h e  h i e r a r c h a l  c h u r c h e s ,  t h e  d e a - 
con s  a r e  t r an s f e r r ed  f rom the  cha rge  o f  t empo- 
r a l i t i e s  t o  t h a t  o f  s p i r i t u a l i t i e s .  T h e y  h a v e  
c e a s e d  t o  ‘ s e r v e  t a b l e s ’ ,  a n d  p r o f e s s  t o  ‘ g i v e  
themse lve s  to  the  Word  o f  God  and  to  p r aye r ’ .  
I n  a  wo rd ,  t h ey  c l a im  to  be  c l e r gymen .  More - 
ove r ,  t h ey  a r e  neve r  i nduc t ed  i n to  t he i r  o f f i c e  
w i th  any  expec t a t i on  o f  r e t a in ing  i t  f o r  l i f e .  I t  
i s  no t  sought  or  con fe r red  fo r  i t s  own s ake ;  bu t  
mere l y  a s  one  cond i t ion  o f  be ing  admi t t ed  to  a  
h igher  o rde r  in  the  p r i e s thood .  I t  i s  d i f f i cu l t  to  
conce ive  o f  a  g rea te r  depar ture  f rom i t s  or ig ina l  
d e s i gn ,  t h an  t h i s  d i v i n e l y  a ppo in t ed  o f f i c e  h a s  
u n d e r g o n e .  I n  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  c h u r c h e s  i t  
is retained, and fulfils its original purposes.

We  he a r  much  i n  ou r  t ime s  a bou t  t h e  ne c e s - 
s i t y  o f  a n  ‘ a p o s t o l i c a l  s u c c e s s i o n ’  i n  t h e  g o - 
s p e l  m i n i s t r y .  A n d  t r u l y  s u c h  a  s u c c e s s i o n  i s  
need fu l ,  no t  i n  f o rm,  bu t  i n  f a c t ;  no t  i n  show,  
b u t  i n  s p i r i t .  W h e r e v e r  y o u  s e e  a  ‘ s o n  o f  
con so l a t i on ’ ,  one  ‘who  i s  a  good  man ,  and  fu l l  
o f  the  Holy  Ghos t  and o f  f a i th ’ ,  there  you see  a  
t r u e  s u c c e s s o r  o f  t h e  a p o s t l e s ,  s o  f a r  a s  t h e y 
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h a v e  s u c c e s s o r s  o n  e a r t h .  I t  i s  n o  m a t t e r  
t h r o u g h  w h a t  e x t e r n a l  s o u r c e  h e  m a y  h a v e  
d e r i v e d  h i s  l i c e n s e  o r  a u t ho r i t y  t o  p r e a ch  t h e  
g o s p e l  a n d  a d m i n i s t e r  i t s  o f f i c e s ;  i f  t h e  s p i r i t  
t h a t  wa s  i n  t h e  a po s t l e s  b e  i n  h im ,  h e  i s  t h e i r  
f e l low- labourer ,  and  the i r  succe s sor  in  the  work  
t h e y  w r o u g h t .  T h o u g h  h e  m a y  h a v e  u n d e r - 
gone  no pre l a t i ca l  manipu la t ions ,  he  i s  qua l i f i ed  
t o  s e r v e  a t  t h e  a l t a r ,  ‘ b y  t h e  i m p o s i t i o n  o f  a  
holier hand’.

When  we  s e e  a  man  c a l l ed  to  the  m in i s t r y  by  
t h e  chu r ch  o f  God ,  h i s  m ind  i n s t i n c t  w i t h  t h e  
g r a n d  t r u t h s  o f  r e v e l a t i o n ,  ‘ m i g h t y  i n  t h e  
S c r i p tu r e s ’ ,  f e r ven t  i n  s p i r i t ,  i n s t an t  i n  p r aye r ,  
burn ing  wi th  love  to  J e su s ,  and  to  the  sou l s  fo r  
wh ich  J e su s  b l ed ,  l abor iou s l y  and  f a i th fu l l y  d i s - 
pens ing the  bread o f  l i f e  to  hear t s  hunger ing for  
the  heaven ly  food ,  where  i s  he  who wi l l  co ld ly  
a sk  to  s ee  h i s  commi s s ion  to  p reach  the  go spe l ,  
t o  a s c e r t a i n  i f  i t  b e  e n d o r s e d  b y  h u m a n  s a n c - 
t i o n s ?  W h e n  s u c h  a  m i n i s t r y  i s  b l e s s e d  t o  t h e  
i l lumina t ion  o f  the  ignoran t ,  to  the  re fo rmat ion  
o f  the  p ro f l i g a t e ,  the  conve r s ion  o f  the  in f i de l ,  
the comfort of the af f l icted, the edif icat ion of be- 
l i e v e r s ,  a n d  t h e  s a l v a t i o n  o f  h u n d r e d s  a n d  o f  
thousands ,  who would  ca re  to  in spec t  h i s  ecc le- 
s i a s t i c a l  p e d i g r e e ?  W h i l e  s u c h  a  m a n  ‘ c o - 
n t inue s  s t e ad f a s t l y  in  the  apo s t l e s ’  doc t r ine  and 
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f e l l o w s h i p ,  a n d  i n  b r e a k i n g  o f  b r e a d ,  a n d  i n  
p rayer s ’ ,  who wi l l  ques t ion  the  apos t l e s ’  f e l low- 
ship with him, and their approval of his work?

L o o k  a t  B u n y a n ,  f a r i n g  s o  c o a r s e l y  i n  B e d - 
ford j a i l ,  and yet  wi th quenchle s s  zea l  exerc i s ing  
h i s  d e s p i s e d  m i n i s t r y  w i t h  t h e  b r o a d  s e a l  o f  
heaven ’ s  approba t ion ,—the  e f fu s ion  o f  the  Holy  
Ghos t  mak ing  i t  e f f e c tua l  fo r  the  conve r s ion  o f  
s i n n e r s  a n d  t h e  c o n s o l a t i o n  o f  s a i n t s .  T h e n  
look a t  the  lo rd ly  d ioce san ,  under  whose  unha l - 
l owed  au tho r i t y  t h a t  man  o f  God  wa s  i n c a r c e - 
ra ted  on ly  for  doing h i s  Mas te r ’ s  work ,—look a t  
t h e  ‘ e n t h ron i s e d ’  p r e l a t e ,  a r r a y ed  i n  c anon i c a l  
s i l k s  and  rub r i c a l  l awns ,  in t en t  on  wor ld l y  d ig - 
n i t i e s  a n d  p o s s e s s i o n s ,  a  s t r a n g e r  t o  t h e  g r e a t  
t each ings  o f  the  gospe l ,  and  hos t i l e  to  i t s  sp i r i t .  
Compa r e  t h e  two  men ,  t h e  t i nk e r  a nd  h i s  op - 
p r e s s o r .  T h e n ,  w i t h  t h e  A c t s  o f  t h e  A p o s t l e s  
a nd  t h e i r  Ep i s t l e s  i n  you r  h and s ,  a s k  wh i ch  o f  
the  two men looks  the  most  l ike  the i r  succes sor .  
Were the f i shermen of  Gal i lee ,  or  the tent-maker  
of  Tarsus  to revi s i t  th i s  wor ld ,  the scene of  thei r  
t o i l s  a nd  s u f f e r i ng s  f o r  Ch r i s t  a nd  h i s  Chu r ch ,  
i n  wh i ch  o f  t h e s e  men  wou ld  t h ey  d i s c e rn  t h e  
c l e a r e s t  p r oo f s  o f  s p i r i t u a l  a f f i n i t y  w i t h  t h em- 
s e l v e s ?  W i t h  w h i c h  w o u l d  t h e y  m o s t  r e a d i l y  
hold communion in their ministerial offices?

When  you  r e ce i ve  the  s a c r amen t  w i th  a  he a r t 
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mel ted in  peni tence ,  g lowing wi th  love ,  burn ing  
w i t h  h o l y  d e s i r e ;  w h e n  y o u  e n t e r  w i t h  y o u r  
who le  sou l  in to  the  communion  o f  s a in t s ;  when  
y o u  f e e d  o n  J e s u s  b y  f a i t h ,  a n d  f i n d  t h a t  h i s  
f le sh i s  meat  indeed,  and hi s  b lood dr ink indeed;  
when,  in  tha t  s ac red  hour ,  heaven descends  in to  
your  bo som,  and  a l l  i s  j oy  and  peace :  s ay ,—can  
y o u  d o u b t  t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e  o r d i n a n c e ,  a n d  
s c rup l e  a t  the  o f f i c i a l  cha r ac t e r  o f  the  admin i s - 
t r a t o r ?  N o :  y o u  w o u l d  s a y ; — ‘ G o d  i s  h e r e ,  
and  i t  i s  good  f o r  me  to  be  he r e :  f o r  t r u l y  my  
f e l l owsh ip  i s  w i th  the  Fa the r  and  h i s  Son  J e su s  
C h r i s t . ’  T h a t  m a n ’ s  r e l i g i o n  i s  v a i n ,  w h o  
p r o u d l y  r e j e c t s  a  m i n i s t r y  w h i c h  G o d  c o n d e - 
scends  to  accept ,  and  sea l  wi th  h i s  p re sence  and  
h i s  b l e s s i n g .  W h e r e v e r  w e  f i n d  t h e  m o s t  o f  
the apostol ica l  doctr ine and the apostol ica l  sp i r i t ,  
there  we a re  sure  to  f ind  the  mos t  genuine  suc- 
cession.

A s  f o r  t h i s  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  f i g m e n t  o f  a  d i r e c t  
l i ne a l  succe s s i on  f rom the  apo s t l e s ,  we  may  a r - 
ray against  i t  not only the opinion of  our fa thers ,  
but  the  te s t imony of  pre l a te s  in fer ior  to  none in  
l e a rn ing ,  and  a s  much  in te re s t ed  a s  any  o f  the i r  
brethren in sus ta in ing the f ic t ion,  i f  i t  were pos- 
sible.

T h e  f a m o u s  D r  H o a d l e y ,  B i s h o p  o f  B a n g o r ,  
d e c l a r e d ,  ‘ A s  f a r  a s  w e  c a n  j u d g e  o f  t h i n g s ,
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G o d ’ s  p r o v i d e n c e  n e v e r  y e t  i n  f a c t  k e p t  u p  a  
r e g u l a r ,  u n i n t e r r u p t e d  s u c c e s s i o n  o f  r i g h t f u l  
B i s hop s . ’ *  S p e a k i n g  o f  t h a t  p r e t e nd ed  s u c c e s - 
s i o n ,  h e  s a y s ; — ‘ O f  w h i c h  t h e  m o s t  l e a r n e d  
m u s t  h a v e  t h e  l e a s t  a s s u r a n c e ;  a n d  t h e  u n - 
l e a rned  c an  have  no  no t ion ,  bu t  t h rough  i gno- 
r a n c e  a n d  c r e d u l i t y . ’ †  D r  W h a t e l y ,  t h e  
p r e s en t  A r chb i s hop  o f  Dub l i n ,  h a s  d e c l a r e d ;— 
‘There  i s  not  a  min i s te r  in  a l l  Chr i s tendom who  
i s  a b l e  t o  t r a c e  up ,  w i t h  any  a pp ro a ch  t o  c e r - 
t a i n t y ,  h i s  own  s p i r i t u a l  p ed i g r e e . ’ ‡  The  p r e s - 
ent Bishop of  Hereford,  in a charge to his  c lergy,  
says ,  in  re ference to the cer ta inty  of  an apos to l i- 
c a l  s u c ce s s i on ;—‘To  sp r e ad  ab road  th i s  no t i on ,  
wou ld  be  to  make  our s e l ve s  the  de r i s ion  o f  the  
world.’§ 

T h e  ‘ s i m p l e  f a i t h f u l ’ ,  a n d  s u c h  a s  ‘ o c c u p y  
the  room o f  the  un lea rned ’ ,  a re  in  a  so r ry  ca se ,  
i f  t hey  c an  neve r  t ake  the  comfor t  o f  Chr i s t i an  
s a c r amen t s  i n  due  s e cu r i t y ,  t i l l  t hey  c an  dec ide  
w h e r e  e r u d i t e  p r e l a t e s  d i s a g r e e .  i t  h a p p e n s ,  
somewhat  oddly ,  tha t ,  a t  l ea s t  two metropol i t ans  
o f  t h e  Ang l i c an  Chu r ch ,  T i l l o t s on  and  S eeke r ; 

*	 Preservative against Nonjurors, p 47, 4th ed.
†	 A n s w e r  t o  R e p r e s e n t a t i o n  b y  C o m m i t t e e  o f  C o n v o c a t i o n ,  

p 89–91.
‡	 Whatelys Kingdom of Christ, Essay II, Sect. 30.
§	 Cited in Hall’s Puritans, p 388.
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and  f ou r  o f  i t s  h e ad s ,  J ame s  t h e  F i r s t ,  Wi l l i am  
the  Third ,  and George  the  F i r s t  and the  Second,  
h a d  n o n e  b u t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  b a p t i s m ,  w h i c h  i s  
s a i d  b y  s o m e  t o  b e  a  n u l l i t y .  ‘ S o  w e  h a v e  
B i s h o p s  a p p o i n t e d  b y  u n b a p t i s e d  h e a d s  o f  t h e  
chu r ch ,  and  con s e c r a t ed  by  p r e l a t e s  e x commu- 
n ica ted  a t  Rome’ ,  the  cor rupt  mother  o f  a  ca s t - 
o f f  d augh t e r ,  who  ye t  c l a im s  t o  i nhe r i t  a l l  h e r  
bo a s t ed  exc l u s i v e  p r i v i l e g e s  f r om th a t  unhappy  
p a r e n t a g e .  I t  i s  s u r e l y  i m p o l i t i c  t o  r e s t  t h e  
do c t r i n e s  o f  t h e  c hu r ch ,  a s  Mac au l a y  h a s  we l l  
s a i d ,  ‘ on  a  h i s t o r i c a l  t heo ry ,  wh i ch ,  t o  n ine t y - 
n ine  P ro t e s t an t s  ou t  o f  a  hund red ,  wou ld  s e em  
much more  que s t ionab le  than  any  o f  tho se  doc- 
t r i n e s . ’ *  I t  i s  f a r  b e t t e r  t o  d e r i v e  o u r  b e l i e f  
f r om  t h e  a po s t o l i c a l  S c r i p t u r e s ,  wh i ch  a r e  t h e  
p u r e  f o u n t a i n - h e a d ;  t h a n  f r o m  a n y  o f  t h e  
b r a n c h e s  o f  t h a t  ‘ m u d d y  T i b e r ’ ,  t h e  R o m a n  
succession.

T h e  I s r a e l i t e s  w e r e  t h o u g h t  t o  b e  i n  s a d  
pl ight ,  when, for lack of smiths ,  they were forced  
to  go  down to  the  Phi l i s t ine s ,  ‘ to  sha rpen every  
man h i s  sha re ,  and  h i s  cou l t e r ,  and  h i s  axe ,  and  
h i s  m a t t o c k . ’  I t  w a s  a c u t e l y  s a i d  b y  s o m e  o f  
o u r  o l d  P u r i t a n s ; — ‘ S u r e ,  i f  C h r i s t i a n s  m i g h t  
no t  h ave  any  m in i s t e r s ,  un l e s s  o rd a i ned  by  t he 

*	 S e e  a n  a b l e  a r t i c l e  on  ‘ c hu r ch  and  S t a t e ’ ,  i n  t h e  Ed i nbu r gh  Re- 
view for April, 1839.
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p o p i s h  b i s h o p s ,  t h e  c a s e  w e r e  a s  p i t i f u l  a s  i f  
sheep  migh t  have  no  shepherd s ,  bu t  such  a s  a r e  
appointed to them by the wolves.’* 

O f  l a t e  y e a r s  t h e  o l d  s upe r s t i t i ou s  no t i on s  o f  
o rd in a t i on  s e em to  be  r eg a in ing  g round .  The re  
a re  many who look upon th i s  so lemni ty  a s  a  sor t  
of  charm, having a  magica l  e f fect  to make a man,  
b e  h e  wha t  h e  may ,  a  t r u e  m in i s t e r  o f  Ch r i s t ;  
and  i nve s t i ng  h im w i th  a  my s t e r i ou s  ch a r a c t e r ,  
a nd  con f e r r i n g  on  h i s  m in i s t r a t i on s  a  s p i r i t u a l  
e f f i c a c y  wh i ch  c anno t  b e  s e cu r ed  i n  any  o th e r  
w a y .  T h e  f i r s t  r e f o r m e r s  a n d  t h e  m a r t y r s  o f  
t h e  r e f o r m a t i o n  h a d  j u s t e r  s e n t i m e n t s .  I n  t h e  
b o o k  e n t i t l e d  “ T h e  N e c e s s a r y  D o c t r i n e  a n d  
E r u d i t i o n  o f  a  C h r i s t i a n  M a n ” ,  w h i c h  w a s  
p enned  by  A r chb i s hop  Cr anmer  a s  a  t e x t -book  
fo r  the  in s t ruc t ion  o f  the  common peop l e ,  t h a t  
b l e s s e d  ma r t y r  a f f i rm s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i d en t i t y  o f  
b i shops  and  p re sby te r s ;  and  contends  tha t  no th- 
ing  more  than mere  e lec t ion ,  or  appointment ,  i s  
e s sent i a l  to  the  s acerdota l  o f f i ce ,  wi thout  conse- 
c r a t i on ,  o r  a n y  o t h e r  s o l emn i t y .  F r om  a  man - 
u s c r i p t  i n  the  handwr i t i ng  o f  t he  s ame  wor thy ,  
penned with a  v iew to further  re format ion in the  
t ime  o f  Edwa rd  V I ,  a nd  t r a n s c r i b ed  b y  b i s hop  
S t i l l i ng f l e e t  i n  h i s  I r e n i c um ,  o c cu r s  t h e  f o l l ow-

*	 M o d e s t  a n d  B r o t h e r l y  A n s w e r  t o  C h a r l e s  H e r l e ,  b y  R i .  M a t h e r  
and Wm Thompson, 1644.
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i n g  e x p l i c i t  s t a t e m e n t ; — ‘Q u e s t i o n  1 2 .  W h e t h - 
e r  in  the  New Tes t ament  be  requ i red  any  c on s e - 
c r a t i on  o f  a  b i shop and pr ie s t ,  or  only  appoint ing  
t o  t h e  o f f i c e  b e  s u f f i c i e n t ? ’  ‘ A n s w e r .  I n  t h e  
New Tes tament  to  be  a  b i shop or  pr ie s t  needeth  
no consecra t ion ,  by  the  Scr ip ture :  for  e l e c t i on  o r  
a p p o i n t i n g  t h e r e t o  i s  s u f f i c i e n t . ’  S e e i n g  t h a t  
the consecra t ing r i te s  o f  ordinat ion are  used,  not  
o f  nece s s i ty ,  bu t  on ly  fo r  decency  or  so lemni ty ,  
i t  i s  of  very l i t t le importance, comparat ively,  how  
o r  b y  w h o m  t h e y  a r e  p e r f o r m e d .  I f  t h e  c e r e - 
mon i e s  we r e  omi t t ed ,  t h e  o rd in a t i on  wou ld  be  
less decorous, but not less valid.

Such  evange l i c a l l y  l i b e r a l  op in ion s  we re  once  
more  common than  now,  in  tho se  who a r roga te  
t h e  e p i s c o p a l  f u n c t i o n  t o  t h e m s e l v e s .  I n  t h e  
r e ign  o f  J ames  the  F i r s t ,  the  b i shops  o f  Raphoe  
a n d  E l p h i n ,  i n  I r e l a n d ,  u n i t e d  a s  p r e s b y t e r s  
w i t h  t h e  S c o t t i s h  p r e s b y t e r i a n s  i n  o r d i n a t i o n  
s e r v i c e s . *  A r chb i s hop  Banc ro f t ,  t hough  a  s t e rn  
per secutor  o f  a l l  non-conformity ,  and the re s t  o f  
the b i shops  with him, owned ordinat ion by pres- 
by te r s  to  be  va l id :  and ,  on  th i s  account ,  re fu sed  
t o  r e o r d a i n  t h e  S c o t t i s h  p r e s b y t e r s  w h o  w e r e  
then  to  be  made  b i shops  o f  the  new d ioce se s  in  
North Br i t a in ;  dec la r ing  tha t  to  doubt  i t ,  was  to 

*	 Bogue and Bennett’s History, vol. II. p 411.
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doub t  whe the r  ‘ t he r e  we re  any  l aw fu l  voca t i on  
i n  m o s t  o f  t h e  r e f o r m e d  c h u r c h e s . ’ *  D r  B u r - 
ne t ,  b i shop  o f  S a l i s bu ry ,  thu s  exp re s s ed  h imse l f  
on  th i s  sub j ec t ;—‘As  fo r  the  no t ion  o f  the  d i s - 
t inc t  o f f ice s  o f  b i shop and presbyter ,  I  confes s  i t  
i s  not  so c lear  to me:  and there fore ,  s ince I  look  
upon  t h e  s a c r amen t a l  a c t i on s  a s  t h e  h i ghe s t  o f  
s a c r ed  pe r fo rmance s ,  I  c anno t  bu t  a cknowledge  
tho se  who a re  empowered  fo r  them,  mus t  be  o f  
the highest office in the church.’† 

E r a smu s  doe s  no t  he s i t a t e  t o  s a y ,  t h a t ,  i n  t he  
t ime  o f  t he  apo s t l e s ,  ‘B i shop ,  P r i e s t ,  and  P r e s - 
b y t e r  w a s  a l l  t h e  s a m e . ’ ‡  B u t  i t  w e r e  o u t  o f  
p l ace  he re  to  re l a t e  such  t e s t imonie s ,  which  a re  
n u m e r o u s l y  r e h e a r s e d  i n  t h e  b o o k s  w h i c h  e x - 
p re s s l y  t r e a t  o f  the s e  top i c s .  Le t  the s e  c i t a t i on s  
s u f f i c e  t o  s how,  t h a t  ou r  f a t he r s  we r e  no t  s i n - 
gu l a r  i n  t h e i r  op i n i on s ,  wh i ch  t h e i r  s t r e nuou s  
a d v e r s a r i e s  h a d  n o t  a l w a y s  t h e  h a r d i h o o d  t o  
c o n t r o v e r t .  E v e n  w h a t  h a s  b e e n  c a l l e d  ‘ l a y  
o rd ina t ion ’ ,  i n  c a s e s  o f  emergency  i s  no t  w i th- 
ou t  the  s anc t ion  o f  d i v ine s  o f  t he  h i ghe s t  con- 
s i d e r a t i on ,  bo t h  i n  a n c i en t  a nd  mode rn  t ime s .  
T h u s  L u t h e r  s a y s ; — ‘ I f  a n y  p i o u s  l a y m e n  
were  ban i shed  to  a  de se r t ,  and  hav ing  no  r egu-

*	 Archb. Spotteswood’s Hist. p 511.
†	 Vindication of the Church of Scotland, p 310.
‡	 Opera, Tom. V. Col. 652. Ed. Lugd. 1704.
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larly constituted priest among them, were to agree to  
c h o o s e  f o r  t h a t  o f f i c e  o n e  o f  t h e i r  n u m - 
b e r ,  ma r r i e d  o r  unma r r i e d ,  t h i s  man  wou l d  b e  
a s  t r u l y  a  p r i e s t  a s  i f  h e  h ad  b e en  con s e c r a t e d  
b y  a l l  t h e  b i s h o p s  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  A u g u s t i n e ,  
A m b r o s e ,  a n d  C y p r i a n  w e r e  c h o s e n  i n  t h i s  
m a n n e r . ’ *  E v e n  H o o k e r ,  t h e  b o a s t e d  c h a m - 
p ion  o f  p r e l a t i c  power ,  wa s  ‘ j ud i c i ou s ’  enough  
in  the  th i rd  book o f  h i s  Ecc le s i a s t i c a l  Po l i ty ,  to  
a cknowledge  bo ld l y ,  th a t  such  o rd ina t ion s  have  
b e e n  o f t e n  j u s t i f i a b l e .  ‘ T h e r e  m a y  b e , ’  h e  
s a y s ,  ‘ s ome t ime s  ve ry  j u s t  and  su f f i c i en t  r e a son  
t o  a l l o w  o r d i n a t i o n  m a d e  w i t h o u t  a  b i s h o p .  
W h e r e  t h e  C h u r c h  m u s t  n e e d s  h a v e  s o m e  
orda ined,  and ne i ther  ha th nor  can have pos s ib ly  
a  b i shop to  orda in ,  in  ca se  o f  such nece s s i ty  the  
o r d i n a r y  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  G o d  h a t h  g i v e n  o f t e n - 
times, and may give place.’

O u r  f a t h e r s  h e l d  t h a t  t h e  p o w e r  o f  c a l l i n g  
su i tab le  per sons  to of f ice ,  be longs  to the church;  
a nd  t h e r e  t oo  i nh e r e s  t h e  powe r  o f  d i s p l a c i n g  
s u c h  i n c u m b e n t s  a s  p r o v e  t o  b e  i n c a p a b l e  o r  
unwor thy .  I t  i s  a  max im  o f  l aw ,  t h a t  t h e  r i gh t  
o f  d ive s t ing  fo r  good cau se ,  goe s  wi th  the  r igh t  
o f  inve s t ing .†  The  p r iv i l ege  o f  c a l l i ng  to  o f f i ce 

*	 Appe a l  t o  t h e  Ge rman  empe ro r  and  nob l e s ,  g i v en  i n  D ’Aub i g a é ’ s  
Hist. of Reformation. II. 84.

†	 Cujus est instituere, ejusdem est destituere.
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the  f i r s t  churches  exerc i sed  in  the  very  pre sence  
o f  t h e  a p o s t l e s .  A n d  i t  w a s  m a n y  a g e s  b e f o r e  
t h i s  p r i v i l e ge  wa s  en t i r e l y  wre s t ed  ou t  o f  t he i r  
hand s  by  the  h ie r a r cha l  u su rpe r s ,  who s t rove  to  
e x a l t  t h e  c l e r g y  a t  t h e  e xp en s e  o f  t h e  p eop l e ,  
and  a c t ed  on  the  p r inc ip l e  th a t  t he  chu rch  wa s  
made  fo r  the  min i s t e r ,  and  no t  the  min i s t e r  fo r  
t h e  c h u r c h .  T h o u g h  a l l  t h e  m i n i s t e r s  w e r e  t o  
per i sh  in  a  n ight ,  the  Church would s t i l l  surv ive  
in  the  bap t i s ed  f r a t e rn i t y ;  and  th i s  b ro the rhood  
w o u l d  b e  a u t h o r i s e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  m i n i s t r y  
a n ew .  I t  i s  f r om  t h e  Chu r ch  t h a t  t h e  m in i s t r y  
m u s t  c o m e .  T h e y  m u s t  b e  c h u r c h  m e m b e r s  
b e f o r e  t h e y  c an  b e come  chu r ch  m in i s t e r s ;  a nd  
t h e  v e r y  n a m e  o f  m i n i s t e r ,  o r  s e r v a n t ,  i m p l i e s  
t h e  p r e v i o u s  e x i s t e n c e ,  a n d  t h e  a p p o i n t i n g  
power, of the body to be served.

The  op i n i on  o f  ou r  f a t h e r s  I s  t hu s  e xp r e s s e d  
b y  C o t t o n  M a t h e r ; — ‘ O r d i n a t i o n  t h e y  l o o k e d  
upon bu t  a s  a  ce remony ,  whereby  a  c a l l ed  min- 
i s t e r  was  dec l a red  by  impos i t ion  o f  bands ,  to  be  
s o l e m n l y  s e t  a p a r t  f o r  h i s  m i n i s t r y ;  a n d  i n  t h e  
s ame  r i t e ,  t h e  a s s i s t an ce s ,  and  p ro t e c t i on s ,  and  
m a n i f o l d  b l e s s i n g s  o f  t h e  H o l y  G h o s t  i n  t h e  
e x e r c i s e s  o f  h i s  M i n i s t r y ,  w e r e  s o l e m n l y  i m - 
p l o r e d  f o r  h i m .  B r i e f l y ,  t h e y  r e c k o n e d  n o t  
o rd ina t ion  to  be  e s s en t i a l  unto  the  voca t ion  o f  a  
min i s te r ,  any  more  than coronat ion to  the  be ing 
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o f  a  k ing ;  bu t  t h a t  i t  i s  on l y  a  con s equen t  and  
convenient  ad jun c t  o f  h i s  voca t ion,  and a  so lemn  
acknowledgment  of  i t ,  wi th an use fu l  and proper  
benediction of him in it.’* 

P r o p e r l y  t h e  c h u r c h  e l e c t s  h e r  o w n  o f f i c e r s  
a n d  o r d i n a t i o n  i s  b u t  s o l e m n l y  a n d  f o r m a l l y  
s e t t ing  apa r t  to  h i s  du t i e s  the  per son  so  chosen .  
I t  i s  no  ch a rm ,  and  ex e r t s  no  mag i c  powe r .  I t  
i s  mere l y  open ing  to  su i t ab l e  pe r son s  th a t  door  
o f  o f f i c e  wh i ch  shou ld  s t and  c l o s ed  t o  t he  un- 
s u i t a b l e .  A s  t h e  c h u r c h  h a s  t h e  s o l e  r i g h t  o f  
c a l l i ng  to  o f f i c e ,  th i s  g r e a t e r  r i gh t  invo lve s  the  
l e s s e r  r i g h t  o f  d i r e c t i n g  h o w  t h e  o r d i n a t i o n  
s hou l d  b e  conduc t ed ,  due  r e g a r d  b e i ng  h ad  t o  
t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  B i b l e .  B u t  t h o u g h  
of f icers  der ive their  ca l l ing f rom the voice of  the  
church ;  ye t  the  power s  and  p r iv i l ege s  o f  o f f i ce ,  
a f t e r  t h ey  a r e  c a l l e d  and  i nduc t ed ,  t h ey  de r i v e  
f rom the  appo in tment  o f  Chr i s t ,  who ha s  de te r- 
m i n e d  i n  h i s  l a w  w h a t  t h e y  s h a l l  b e .  T h u s  i t  
i s  in  our  c iv i l  commonweal th ,  which i s  model led  
v e r y  much  upon  t h e  S c r i p t u r a l  p l a n  o f  c hu r ch  
po l i t y .  The  execu t i v e  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  ob - 
t a i n  t h e i r  o f f i c e s  b y  t h e  cho i c e  o f  t h e  p eop l e ;  
but  be ing once chosen,  the i r  dut ie s  and preroga- 
t ive s  a re  not  pre sc r ibed  by  the  popula r  wi l l ,  but 

*	 Magnalia Book V. Ch. XVII. Sect. 5.
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by  t h e  wr i t t en  con s t i t u t i on  o f  gove rnmen t .  So  
t h e  c h u r c h  a p p o i n t s  h e r  m i n i s t e r s ;  b u t  C h r i s t  
a ppo in t s  t h e i r  du t i e s  a nd  p r i v i l e g e s  i n  t h e  B i - 
b l e ,  t h e  s a c r e d  s t a t u t e - b o o k  o f  h i s  k i n g d o m .  
‘ T h e  l a w  a n d  t h e  t e s t i m o n y ’ ,  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  
n a t u r e  o f  t h e s e  o f f i c e s ;  t h e  C h u r c h  o n l y  s u p - 
p l i e s  i n c u m b e n t s  t o  o c c u p y  t h e m .  T h e y  w h o  
h o l d  t h e m  a r e  t o  f o l l o w  o n l y  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  
w h i c h  t h e i r  L o r d  h a s  e n a c t e d .  T h e  C h u r c h  
may  ex c l ude  f r om  he r  m in i s t r y ,  a nd  he r  mem- 
be r sh ip  such  a s  p rove  themse lve s  unwor thy ;  fo r  
t o  t h i s  e nd  t h e  k ey s  o f  t h e  k i ngdom a r e  com- 
m i t t e d  t o  h e r  w i t h  t h e  t r e m e n d o u s  p o w e r  o f  
b i nd i ng  on  e a r t h  wha t  s h a l l  a l s o  b e  con f i rmed  
i n  h e a v e n .  Bu t  i f  s h e  a t t emp t  t o  e x e r c i s e  t h i s  
‘ powe r  o f  t h e  k ey s ’  con t r a r y  t o  t h e  d e c r e e s  o f  
i n sp i r a t ion ,  no th ing  i s  e f f e c t ed ;  fo r  in  so  do ing  
s h e  c h a n g e s  t h e  k e y ,  a n d  a n  e r r o n e o u s  k e y  
b i nde th  no t . *  The  Chu r ch  c an  do  no th ing  bu t  
w h a t  C h r i s t  h a s  a u t h o r i s e d  t o  b e  d o n e .  T h e  
power  commi t t ed  to  the  Church  i s  no t  l e g i s l a - 
t i v e ,  bu t  admin i s t r a t i v e .  He r  power  i s  m in i s t e - 
r i a l ,  o r  s t e w a r d l y ;  a n d  i t  i s  f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e ,  
t h a t  ‘ t h e  k e y s ’  a r e  h u n g  a t  h e r  g i r d l e .  C h r i s t  
p u t  a  s t o p  t o  l a w - m a k i n g ,  w h e n  h e  m a d e  a n  
end  o f  t h e  c anon  o f  i n s p i r a t i on .  The  ma t t e r  i s 

*	 Clavis errans non legit.
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f o r c i b l y  e x p r e s s e d  b y  M r  C o t t o n ,  o f  w h o m  a  
v e r y  p o w e r f u l  o p p o n e n t  r e m a r k e d ; — ‘ I  h a d  a  
p a r t i c u l a r  u n w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  e n t e r  t h e  l i s t s  o f  
s t r i f e  w i t h  t h a t  r e v e r e n d ,  f a m o u s ,  m o s t  a b l e ,  
a n d  t i g h t  w r i t e r . ’  M r  C o t t o n  w a s  s p e a k i n g  o f  
t h a t  c l a u s e  i n  t h e  a p o s t o l i c  c o m m i s s i o n ; — 
‘ T e a c h i n g  t h e m  t o  o b s e r v e  a l l  t h i n g s  w h a t s o - 
e v e r  I  h a v e  c o m m a n d e d  y o u . ’  H i s  w o r d s  a r e :  
‘ I f  t h e  a p o s t l e s  t e a c h  p e o p l e  t o  o b s e r v e  m o r e  
t h a n  C h r i s t  h a s  c o m m a n d e d ,  t h e y  g o  b e y o n d  
t h e i r  c o m m i s s i o n ;  a n d  a  l a r g e r  c o m m i s s i o n  
t h an  th a t  g i v en  to  t he  apo s t l e s ,  n e i t he r  E lde r s ,  
nor Synods, nor Churches can challenge.’ 

T h i s  m a t t e r  i s  d i s c u s s e d  b y  h i m  w i t h  g r e a t  
c l e a r n e s s  a n d  ‘ e v i d e n c e  o f  S c r i p t u r e  l i g h t ’  i n  
h i s  b o o k ,  e n t i t l e d  ‘ T h e  K e y s  o f  t h e  K i n g d o m  
o f  H e a v e n ’ .  T h i s  i s ,  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  d a y ,  t h e  
m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  o f  h i s  p u b l i s h e d  w r i t i n g s .  H e  
he re  c l a ims  somewhat  more  o f  au thor i ty  fo r  the  
e l d e r s  o f  t h e  C h u r c h ,  t h a n  h a s  u s u a l l y  b e e n  
c o n c e d e d  a m o n g  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s ;  a n d  p a r - 
t i c u l a r l y  h e  a s c r i b e s  t o  t h e  e l d e r s  t h e  v e t o  
powe r ,  s o  t h a t  t h ey  may  h ave  a  n eg a t i v e  upon  
the act s  o f  the brotherhood;  but  no r ight ,  in  any  
t h i n g  w h i c h  c o n c e r n s  t h e  l a t t e r  t o  i m p o s e  
a u gh t  upon  t h em  w i t hou t  t h e i r  c on s en t .  W i t h  
t h i s  o n e  e x c e p t i o n  a s  t o  t h e  v e t o ,  t h e  s e n t i - 
men t s  o f  t h i s  book  a c co rd  w i t h  wha t  h a s  b e en
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g e n e r a l l y  p r o f e s s e d  b y  o u r  c h u r c h e s ,  a n d  i t  i s  
m a r k e d  b y  c a r e f u l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a n d  l o g i c a l  
precision.

The i r  g r e a t  bu s i n e s s  o f  p r o c l a im ing  t h e  go s - 
p e l ,  c l o the s  t h e  m in i s t e r s  w i t h  an  i n f l u ence  s o  
c ommand ing ,  wh i l e  r i gh t l y  d i r e c t e d ,  t h a t  t h e y  
n e ed  w i s h  f o r  no  h i ghe r  a u tho r i t y .  To  ‘ l a bou r  
i n  t h e  w o r d  a n d  d o c t r i n e ’ ,  i s  t o  r u l e  p r e - 
e m i n e n t l y  w e l l ,  a n d  g i v e s  t h e  t e a c h i n g  e l d e r  
w h o  d o e s  i t  a  s p e c i a l  t i t l e  t o  ‘ b e  c o u n t e d  
w o r t h y  o f  d o u b l e  h o n o u r . ’  ‘ P r e a c h i n g  i s  a  
p r i n c i p a l  p a r t  o f  gove rn ing ,  and  Chr i s t  h imse l f  
ruleth his Church by his Word.’

I t  i s  s ome th ing  admi r ab l e  t h a t  ou r  f o r e f a the r s  
s h o u l d  s t a m p  s u c h  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  c h a r a c t e r  
u p o n  e a c h  p a r t i c u l a r  c h u r c h  a n d  i t s  m i n i s t r y .  
In  so  doing they rose  above a l l  the  pre judices  o f  
e duc a t i on ,  a nd  s u rmoun t ed  t h e  who l e  f o r c e  o f  
pub l i c  op in ion  i n  t h e i r  t ime s .  Though  bo rn  i n  
a n  a g e  o f  h i e r a r c h i e s ,  a n d  b r e d  u n d e r  o n e  
t h e m s e l v e s ,  t h e y  m a d e  n o  a t t e m p t  t o  i m i t a t e  
t h e  s y s t e m  h e r e .  W h a t  w a s  t h e r e  t o  h i n d e r  
t h e m  f r o m  c o n s t i t u t i n g  a  n e w  h i e r a r c h y  h e r e  
w i th  the  po t en t  John  Cot ton  a t  i t s  he ad ?  Wha t  
wa s  the re  to  p reven t  them f rom endowing  the i r  
c h u r c h e s  w i t h  v a s t  t e r r i t o r i a l  p o s s e s s i o n s  e n - 
t a i l ed  upon  them fo r eve r ?  They  d id  no th ing  o f 
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the  k i nd ;  t hough  t h ey  h ad  pu r ch a s ed  t o  t h em- 
se lve s  a  r igh t  to  do  so  i f  they  chose ,  by  ban i sh- 
ing  themse lve s  to  the  wi lde rne s s  fo r  the  expre s s  
p u r p o s e  o f  d o i n g  a s  t h e y  c h o s e .  B u t  n o  m a n  
wou l d  h av e  r e s i s t e d  mo r e  s t r enuou s l y  t h an  Mr  
Cot ton h imse l f ,  the  a t t empt  to  confe r  upon h im  
the  l e a s t  o f f i c i a l  sup remacy  above  h i s  b r e th ren .  
W e  f i n d  h i m  r e f u s i n g  t o  b e  s u p p o r t e d  i n  a n y  
o the r  way ,  t h an  by  vo lun t a r y  con t r i bu t ion ,  t he  
free-will offerings of his people.* 

Fo l l ow ing  the  Sc r i p tu r e  ru l e s  and  p r e ceden t s ,  
o u r  f a t h e r s  d e c l a r e d  f o r  t h e  e q u a l i t y  o f  a l l  
c hu r ch e s ,  t h e  e qu a l i t y  o f  a l l  c hu r ch  membe r s ,  
a nd  t h e  e qu a l i t y  o f  a l l  c hu r ch  m in i s t e r s .  Th a t  
‘ l i b e r t y  w h e r e w i t h  C h r i s t  h a t h  m a d e  u s  f r e e ’ ,  
could have no stronger safeguards.

SECTION III.

nature and forms of public worship

The p r inc ipa l  pa r t  o f  th i s  du ty  i s  p r aye r ,  w i th  
i t s  p r o p e r  a d j u n c t s  o f  p r a i s e  a n d  c o n f e s s i o n .  
Our  f a t he r s  he l d ,  t h a t  ‘ t r ue  p r aye r  i s  t h e  work  
o f  God’ s  Sp i r i t  in  our  hea r t s ,  t e ach ing  and  ena-

*	 Winthrop’s Hist. I. p 121.
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b l ing  u s  t o  pou r  ou t  ou r  sou l s  un to  God  in  a l l  
n e c e s s i t i e s  a n d  o c c a s i o n s . ’  O n  t h i s  a c c o u n t ,  
t h e y  h e l d  t h a t  p r a y e r  s h o u l d  b e  f r e e ;  n o t  
res t r ic ted to set  forms and prescr ibed l i turgies ,  to  
b e  u s ed  compu l s o r i l y  a t  a l l  t ime s  o f  d evo t i on .  
T h e y  f o u n d  n e i t h e r  C h r i s t  n o r  h i s  a p o s t l e s  
r equ i r i ng  any  i nv a r i ab l e  f o rms  o f  p r a ye r .  F rom  
th i s  John Cot ton a rgued ,  tha t  there  i s  ‘no  expe- 
d iency  the reo f  to  the  ed i f i c a t ion  o f  the  church ;  
un l e s s  i t  migh t  be  p re sumed ,  tha t  the re  i s  some  
he l p ,  o r  mean s ,  o f  God ’ s  wor sh i p  exped i en t  t o  
the edi f ica t ion of  the Church,  which never  came  
i n t o  t h e  h e a r t  o f  Ch r i s t  a nd  o f  h i s  a po s t l e s  t o  
c o m m e n d  u n t o  t h e  C h u r c h . ’ *  T o  e x a c t  t h e  
con s t an t  u s e  o f  a  ‘ s t i n t ed  l i t u r gy ’  when  Ch r i s t  
ex a c t ed  i t  no t ,  ou r  f a t he r s  r eg a rded  a s  a  d i r e c t  
u surpa t ion o f  Chr i s t ’ s  k ing ly  o f f i ce ,  by  impos ing  
c o n d i t i o n s  o f  m e m b e r s h i p  a n d  m i n i s t r y  i n  h i s  
Church which he never decreed.

Such  a  l i t u r g y ,  t h e y  s a i d ,  wa s  t h e  l e t h a r g y  o f  
wor sh ip .  I t  i s  no t  to  be  wondered  a t ,  th a t  they  
s o m e t i m e s  s p o k e  h a r s h l y  o f  i t ,  w h e n  s t u n g  t o  
de spe r a t i on  by  t y r annou s  and  c rue l  a t t emp t s  t o  
force  them,  under  the  severe s t  pena l t i e s ,  to  read  
o r  h e a r  i t .  ‘ O p p r e s s i o n  m a k e t h  a  w i s e  m a n  
mad.’

*	 A Modern and Clear Answer, &c., ch. I.
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T h e  P u r i t a n  d i v i n e s  c o u l d  f i n d  n o  t r a c e  o f  
such l i tu rg ie s  fo r  the  f i r s t  th ree  centur ie s  o f  the  
Chr i s t i an  e r a .  They  found  th a t  t he  comp i l a t i on  
of them owed its origin to the wretched ignorance  
o f  many  o f  the  c l e rgy ,  who ,  be ing  incapab l e  o f  
p r o p e r l y  d i s c h a r g i n g  t h i s  d u t y ,  h a d  f o r m s  o f  
p r aye r  d r awn  up  fo r  t he i r  u s e .  Such  fo rms ,  t he  
Pu r i t an s  r eg a rded  a s  c ru t che s  f o r  the  l ame ;  and  
w e r e  w i l l i n g  t h a t  t h e  l a m e  s h o u l d  u s e  t h e m .  
But  they knew no rea son why these  in s t rument s ,  
howeve r  h and some l y  t u rned  o r  r i ch l y  ado rned ,  
s h o u l d  b e  f o r c e d  u p o n  s u c h  a s  w e r e  n o t  l a m e  
e nough  t o  n e ed  t h em .  Thu s  i n  a  s p e e ch  made  
in  1641,  in  the house of  peer s ,  by Lord Viscount  
S a y  a n d  S e a l ,  t h a t  n o b l e  P u r i t a n  s a y s ; — ‘ T h i s  
in junct ion of  such forms upon a l l  men turns  that  
which,  in the beginning,  neces s i ty  brought in for  
the help of  insuf f ic iency,  to be now the cont inu- 
a n c e  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  i n s u f f i c i e n c y ,  a n d  a  
bar to the exerci se of  able and suf f ic ient gi f t s  and  
g r a c e s ;  a s  i f ,  b e c a u s e  s o m e  m e n  h a d  n e e d  t o  
make use  o f  c rutches ,  a l l  men should  be  prohib- 
i t ed  the  u s e  o f  the i r  l eg s ,  and  en jo ined  to  t ake  
up such crutches  a s  have been prepared for  those  
who had no legs!’

The  s e r v i c e -book  hav ing  been  mos t l y  t r an s l a - 
t e d  f r om  t h e  L a t i n  m i s s a l  u s e d  by  t h e  Romi sh  
pr ie s t s ,  was  the occas ion of  much s tumbl ing a t  i t 
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b y  t h e  P u r i t a n s .  E v e n  K i n g  J a m e s  o n c e  
d e s c r i b e d  i t  a s  ‘ a n  i l l - s a i d  m a s s  i n  E n g l i s h . ’  
The  r e a son  g iven  by  the  compi l e r s  o f  the  com- 
mon-prayer  for  re ta in ing so much of  the Romish  
b o o k ,  w a s  a  w i s h  t o  c o n c i l i a t e  t h e  P a p i s t s ,  a s  
m u c h  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  t o  t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  w o r s h i p .  
And even  Bi shop  S t i l l ing f l ee t  cou ld  once  a rgue ,  
t h a t  w h a t  w a s  m e r e l y  ‘ l a i d  a s  a  b a i t ’  f o r  t h e  
P ap i s t s ,  cou ld  neve r  h ave  been  i n t ended  ‘ a s  an  
h o o k  f o r  t h o s e  o f  o u r  o w n  p r o f e s s i o n . ’  B u t  a  
hook  they  found  i t !  and  so  keen ly  b a rbed ,  th a t  
i t  w a s  n o t  w i t h o u t  m u c h  l a c e r a t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  
disengaged it from their bleeding mouths.

They  cou ld  neve r  be  r econc i l ed  to  tha t  wh ich  
became the instrument of so much civi l  and rel ig- 
i ou s  d e s po t i s m .  They  c ou l d  n e v e r  s u c cumb  t o  
the pretens ions of  any set  of  men to dictate to a l l  
o t h e r  men ,  e v en  i n  d i s t a n t  r e g i on s  a nd  f u t u r e  
c en tu r i e s ,  w i t h  wha t  p e t i t i on s  t h ey  s hou l d  a p - 
p ro a ch  t h e  t h rone  o f  g r a c e ,  and  i n  wha t  t e rms  
t h e y  s h a l l  a d d r e s s  t h e i r  H e a v e n l y  F a t h e r .  T o  
p r e s c r i b e  a  f o r m ,  t h e y  s a i d ,  w a s  s t o p p i n g  t h e  
cour se  o f  God ’ s  Sp i r i t ,  and  muzz l ing  the  mouth  
o f  p r a y e r .  W h a t  c a n  b e  m o r e  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  
f ree  and fe t te r le s s  sp i r i t  o f  New Tes tament  wor- 
sh ip ,  th an  thu s  to  con f ine  i t  to  s l ugg i sh  c ana l s ,  
w i th  f o rma l  l o ck s  f o r  r e a ch ing  a  mea su r ed  e l e - 
v a t i o n ;  i n s t e a d  o f  p e r m i t t i n g  i t  t o  f l o w  i t s 
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na tu r a l  channe l s  a s  marked  ou t  by  the  f inge r  o f  
P rov idence ,  and  f i l l ed  by  the  Sp i r i t  o f  God?  As  
we l l  migh t  we  a t t empt  to  g ive  an  a r t i f i c i a l  ou t - 
l ine to the f l ames  upon the a l ta r ,  and seek to f ix  
them in one unvarying shape.

The inconven ience s  o f  be ing  t i ed  up  to  such  a  
r i t u a l  w e r e  c u r i o u s l y  i l l u s t r a t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  
s t r u g g l e  b e t w e e n  J a m e s  I I  a n d  t h e  P r i n c e  o f  
Orange.  Though the body of  the c lergy favoured  
t h e  s i d e  o f  Wi l l i am  and  Mary ,  t h ey  we r e  ob l i - 
ged to fo l low the l i turgy,  which the Archbi shop,  
engro s s ed  a s  he  wa s  by  po l i t i c a l  du t i e s ,  had  no t  
t ime  t o  a l t e r .  The  poo r  m in i s t e r s  h a d  t o  k e ep  
on  p r a y i ng  f o r  t h e i r  mo s t  d r e ad  and  s ov e r e i gn  
l i e g e - l o r d ,  K i n g  J a m e s ,  t h a t  ‘ G o d  w o u l d  c o n - 
f o u n d  t h e  d e v i c e s  o f  h i s  e n e m i e s . ’  T h i s  w a s  
ha rd ,  bo th  on  them and the  pub l i c :  on  them,  a s  
b e i ng  f o r c ed  t o  p r a y  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  own  w i she s ;  
and on the publ ic ,  because the nat ion would have  
been ruined,  i f  the i r  prayer s  had been accepted.*  
During the American Revolution, i t  came to pass ,  
tha t  near ly  every Epi scopa l  meet ing-house  in  the  
c o l o n i e s  w a s  c l o s e d .  T h e i r  m i n i s t e r s ,  i n c l i n e d  
a s  they  were  to  p r inc ip le s  o f  monarchy ,  bo th  in  
Church  and  S t a te ,  cou ld  not  va ry  f rom the  p re- 
s c r i b ed  f o rms  o f  p r a y e r :  a nd  t h e  p eop l e ,  f i l l e d 

*	 Life and Times of Dr Edmund Calamy. I. 201.
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wi th  the  sp i r i t  o f  l i be r t y ,  cou ld  no t  endure  the  
pe t i t ions  for  k ing George ,  which those  una l te ra- 
ble forms required.

No one form of  prayer  can be ample enough to  
expre s s  a l l  the  want s  o f  the  Church .  I t  was  we l l  
s a id  by  one  good man;—‘I f  I  had  a  p raye r-book  
wh i ch  con t a i n ed  a l l  my  wan t s ,  i t  wou l d  b e  s o  
l a rge ,  tha t  I  shou ld  be  ob l iged  to  ca r ry  i t  about  
on a wheel-barrow!’

In  o the r  p a r t s  o f  wor sh ip ,  such  a s  s i ng ing  the  
p r a i s e s  o f  God ,  and  the  p re ach ing  o f  h i s  Word ,  
our  f a ther s  had  l i t t l e  tha t  was  pecu l i a r  to  them- 
s e l v e s .  T h e  s a c r a m e n t s  o f  b a p t i s m  a n d  t h e  
L o r d ’ s  S u p p e r ,  t h e y  r e g a r d e d  a s  s i g n s  o r  
e m b l e m s  o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  s p i r i t u a l  t r u t h s .  I n  
admin i s t e r ing  the  s ac r ament s ,  they  u sed  a  p l a in- 
ne s s  and  s imp l i c i t y ,  a g r e e ab l e  t o  t he  Sc r i p tu r a l  
pa t te rn s ,  and  such a s  showed tha t  they  were  but  
s i g n s .  A  p o m p o u s  a n d  i m p o s i n g  c e r e m o n i a l  
t end s  t o  con f i n e  t h e  m ind  o f  t h e  wo r sh i p e r  t o  
the sacrament ,  a s  i f  i t  might  have some vi r tue or  
s a v i n g  e f f i c a c y  i n  i t s e l f .  B u t  t h e  m o r e  s i m p l e  
ce l ebra t ion  cons t r a in s  the  wor sh iper  to  f ee l  tha t  
t h e s e  s a c r e d  t h i n g s ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  a r e  o n l y  s i g n s ;  
and  thu s  t he  sou l  i s  l ed  to  l ook  th rough  them,  
and beyond them to that  which i s  s igni f ied.  Such  
o b s e r v a n c e  i s  t h e  m o s t  s p i r i t u a l ,  a n d  i s  b e s t 
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ad ap t e d  t o  s e cu r e  t h e  g r e a t  e nd s  o f  t h e  s a c r a - 
ments of grace and life.

Thus  have  we br ie f l y ,  su rveyed  the  out l ine s  o f  
th a t  god ly  d i s c ip l i ne ,  wh ich  our  f a the r s  mode l - 
l e d  a f t e r  t h e  p a t t e r n  i n  t h e  m o u n t .  T h e  l a p s e  
o f  t w o  c e n t u r i e s  h a s  s u g g e s t e d  n o  m a t e r i a l  
improvement,  no c loser approach to the pr imit ive  
a n d  a p o s t o l i c a l  p l a n .  T h i s  b u i l d i n g  o f  G o d  
g o e s  b r a v e l y  o n .  F o u n d e d  o n  t h e  R o c k  o f  
Ages ,  i t  l i f t s  apace i t s  r i s ing wal l s ,  and heightens  
a l l  i t s  tower s ,  s t and ing  in  ma s s i ve  and  endur ing  
strength.

A n d  w h e n  t h e  m i l l e n n i a l  s u n  s h a l l  r i s e  i n  
c l o u d l e s s  g l o r y ,  t h e  f a i r  f a b r i c  s h a l l  f r o n t  t h e  
re jo ic ing  Ea s t .  I t s  go ld ,  and  s i l ve r ,  and  prec ious  
s tones  sha l l  r e f l ec t  in  mi ld  r ad i ance  the  in tense r  
b l a z e  o f  t h e  a s c end i ng  o r b .  E a ch  s t a t e l y  p i l l a r  
a n d  g r a c e f u l  a r c h  s h a l l  g l o w  w i t h  t h e  l i v i n g  
l i g h t  o f  h e a v e n .  F r o m  i t s  o p e n  g a t e s  o f  l u c i d  
p e a r l  s h a l l  b u r s t  t h e  c h o r a l  s o n g s ,  w h i c h  t e l l  
t h a t  God ,—God  in  the  f u l l n e s s  o f  h i s  b l i s s ,—i s  
there. 



CHAPTER VII.
The merits of Congregationalism. Paul’s defence of himself against 

the charge of heresy. Application of it to the Puritans. Restora- 
tion of Christ’s kingship in the Church. John Cook quoted. Re- 
capitulation. Subject divided. I. Antiquity of the Congregational  
way. Study of antiquity. Excessive deference paid to the old  
Ecclesiastical writers. Uncertainty of Patristical traditions, illus- 
trated by more recent instances. Remnants of the earliest fathers  
characterised. Retort of Irish convert. King Jamie’s Maxim.  
Luther’ s  es t imate of  the ‘ fathers ’ .  Lord Bacon’s  es t imate.  
King James again. The sacred writers the best church antiquari- 
ans. John Wilkes’ retort. Luther’s retort. John Cotton’s opin- 
ion. His opinion sanctioned by candid Romanists. What if we  
had lived in the third century? Connecticut ministers. II. Cath- 
ol icism. What i t  i s .  S Mather.  Dr Owen. J  Cotton. Prot- 
estat ion of Puritans.  Two divines.  Open communion, the  
Congregational practice. I Mather. Cambridge Platform. J  
Cotton. Gov. Winslow. John Higginson. Jonathan Mitchell  
Massachusetts pastors to John Dury. Variety in unity preferable  
to mere uniformity. III. Spirituality. Congregationalism conge- 
nial to the ‘free spirit’ of the gospel. Spirit and forms. Milton.  
Barrowe. Conder. Practical tendencies of Congregationalism  
promotes liberality. Cherishes public spirit. Favourable to liber- 
ty .  Exci tes  f ree inquiry.  John Robinson.  John Norton.  J  
Winslow. J Cotton. Relation of Church and State. ‘The wis- 
est of the best.’ Failure, and successes of the Puritans.

The  apo s t l e  Pau l  wa s  once  p l e ad ing  in  h i s  own  
de fence  be fore  Fe l ix .  I t  wa s  a  c r i t i c a l  hour ,  and  
h i s  l i f e  h u n g  u p o n  t h e  e v e n t .  T h e  J e w i s h  
p r i e s t s ,  by  t he i r  h i r ed  advoca t e ,  Te r tu l l u s ,  h ad 
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charged the Apost le  a s  be ing a  mover  of  sedi t ion  
a g a i n s t  t h e  i m p e r i a l  a u t h o r i t y ,  a n d  a s  b e i n g  a  
r ing l e ade r ,  o r  l i t e r a l l y  a  f ron t - r ank  man ,  o f  the  
s e c t  o f  t h e  Naz a r ene s .  On  t h e s e  g round s ,  t h ey  
demanded that he should be adjudged to death.

The  Apo s t l e ,  i n  h i s  r ep l y ,  f i r s t  d i so s ed  o f  t he  
u n f o u n d e d  c h a r g e  o f  s e d i t i o n .  H e  t h e n  p r o - 
c eeded  to  d i s cu s s  t he  a c cu s a t i on ,  t h a t  he  wa s  a  
p r om inen t  l e a d e r  among  t h e  Naz a r ene s ,  wh i ch  
wa s  one  o f  the  ea r l i e s t  names  by  which  the  fo l - 
l o w e r s  o f  J e s u s  w e r e  k n o w n .  ‘ B u t  t h i s  I  c o n - 
f e s s  u n t o  t h e e ,  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  w a y  w h i c h  t h e y  
ca l l  heresy ,  so  worship I  the God of  my fa ther s . ’  
W h i l e  h e  t h u s  f r a n k l y  o w n s  h i m s e l f  t o  b e  a  
Nazarene,  he  makes  the  acknowledgment  in  such  
a  way a s  to  take of f  a l l  cu lpabi l i ty  f rom the fac t .  
For  he  a l l ege s ,  tha t ,  a s  a  Naza rene ,  he  wor sh ip s  
none o ther  than the  God o f  h i s  f a ther s ;  and th i s  
wa s  a  p r i v i l e g e  wh i ch  h ad  been  s e cu r ed  t o  t h e  
Jews  by  severa l  o f  the  ed ic t s  and  char te r s  o f  the  
Roman  empe ro r s .  He  wa s  t hu s  e n t i t l e d  t o  t h e  
p ro tec t ion  o f  the  l aw .  He  no t  on ly  a f f i rms  tha t  
he  was  a  wor sh iper  o f  the  God o f  Abraham,  but  
tha t  he  be l i eved  the  who le  c anon  o f  the  J ewi sh  
S c r i p t u r e s ;  a n d ,  l i k e  t h e  m a s s  o f  t h a t  p e o p l e ,  
had a firm hope of a general resurrection.

T h e  i n v i d i o u s  n a m e  o f  s e c t  o r  h e r e s y ,  w h i c h  
t h e  h i gh - chu r ch  p a r t y  among  t h e  J ew s  a pp l i e d 
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to  t h e  Naz a r ene s ,  mean s  s t r i c t l y  a  t a k i n g  u p ,— 
a  t a k i n g  u p  w i t h  a n y  n e w - f a n g l e d  o p i n i o n s .  
T h i s  c h a r g e  t h e  A p o s t l e  c o u l d  v e r y  s i n c e r e l y  
d eny .  Fo r  t h e  Ho ly  Gho s t  h ad  t augh t  h im  th a t  
C h r i s t i a n i t y  w a s  n o t h i n g  e l s e  b u t  J u d a i s m  
b rough t  t o  i t s  f u l l  p e r f e c t i on .  J ud a i sm  wa s  t h e  
acorn ,  whose  ce remonia l  she l l  concea led  the  fu- 
t u r e  o ak .  I t  wa s  t h e  g e rm  wh i ch  con t a i n ed  a l l  
the  rudiment s ,  a s  ye t  undeve loped,  o f  the  broad,  
umbrageou s  t r e e .  The  adven t  o f  Chr i s t  wa s  the  
g e rmina t i on  wh i ch  bu r s t  t he  hence fo r th  u s e l e s s  
s he l l ;  and  s t a r t ed  the  r ap id  g rowth  o f  t h a t  t r e e  
o f  l i f e ,  benea th  whose  wide  and she l te r ing  shad- 
ow the gathered nations of the earth should sit.

I n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  c e n t u r i e s ,  t h i s  m o n a r c h  o f  
t he  fo r e s t  h ad  nea r l y  l o s t  i t s  n a tu r a l  g rowth .  I t  
wa s  ove rg rown  w i th  s t r ang l i ng  v ine s ,  and  w i th  
para s i te s  which was ted i t s  v igour ,  and wi th  nox- 
iou s  g r a f t s  o f  a  na tu re  con t r a ry  to  i t s  own.  The  
reformers  of  the s ixteenth century,  set  themselves  
t o  w o r k  a s  G o d ’ s  h u s b a n d m e n ,  t o  c l e a r  a w a y  
t h i s  cumbrou s  ma s s  o f  f o r e i gn  v ege t a t i on .  The  
Church  o f  God in  Eng l and ,  one  ch ie f  l imb,  wa s  
purged to a  great  extent :  but  i t  remained for  our  
P u r i t a n  f a t h e r s ,  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c e n t u r y ,  t o  
comp le t e  the  work ,  and  to  p r e s en t  a t  l e a s t  one  
l iv ing  branch o f  the  anc ient  t ree  re s tored  to ,  i t s 
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pr i s t ine  s t a te ,  and  f lour i sh ing  in  i t s  own na tura l  
and beauteous growth. 

But  to  drop th i s  parab le ,  our  fa ther s  when they  
wen t  on  t o  p e r f e c t  t h e i r  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  r e f o rm ,  
were  a s s a i l ed  by  a l l  the  fo rce s  o f  the  h i e r a r chy .  
H i g h  p r i e s t s  a n d  l o w e r  p r i e s t s  l o u d l y  a c c u s e d  
them be fore  Cæsar ’ s  t r ibuna l s  o f  here sy  and sec- 
t a r i s m .  T o  t h i s  i n v i d i o u s  c h a r g e  t h e  a c c u s e d  
cou ld  r ep ly  w i th  the  Apos t l e :—‘But  th i s  I  con- 
f e s s  u n t o  t h e e ,  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  w a y  w h i c h  t h e y  
call heresy, so worship I the God of my fathers.’

A f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  Eng l i s h  r e f o rme r s  h ad  r e s t o r ed  
the  p r oph e t i c a l  and  p r i e s t l y  o f f i ce s  o f  Chr i s t ,  our  
fo re f a the r s  conce ived  tha t  the  k ingly  of f ice  o f  
C h r i s t  s t i l l  r e m a i n e d  t o  b e  r e s t o r e d .  T h e y  
sought  to  re form the  government ,  a s  we l l  a s  the  
doc t r i n e ,  o f  t h e  Church .  They  ma in t a i ned  t h a t  
ordinances  of  man’ s  invent ion are  no more to be  
m i x e d  u p  w i t h  w h a t  C h r i s t  h a s  i n s t i t u t e d  a s  
King ,  than man’ s  dogmas  a re  to  be  b lended wi th  
h i s  t e a ch ing s  a s  t h e  g r e a t  P rophe t  o f  I s r a e l ,  o r  
t h an  man ’ s  work s  and  mer i t s  a r e  to  be  ming l ed  
w i t h  h i s  a t o n e m e n t  a s  t h e  H i g h  P r i e s t  o f  o u r  
profession.

T h e i r  v i e w s  w e r e  w e l l  e x p r e s s e d  i n  a  t r a c t  
p r i n t ed  i n  1647 ,  by  J ohn  Cook ,  o f  G r ay ’ s  I nn ,  
Ba r r i s t e r :  f r om wh i ch  a  f ew  quo t a t i on s  w i l l  b e  
o f f e r ed .  ‘The  que s t ion ,  t ru ly  s t a t ed ,  i s  bu t  th i s , 
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Whether  the  invent ions  o f  men ought  any  more  
to be mixed with the ins t i tut ions  of  Chri s t  in hi s  
K i n g l y  o f f i c e ,  t h a n  t h e i r  g o o d  w o r k s  i n  h i s  
P r i e s t l y  o f f i c e . ’  An  Independen t  ‘ i s  con t en t  t o  
b e  e v e r y  m a n ’ s  s e r v a n t ,  s o  a s  C h r i s t  m a y  b u t  
r e i g n  ov e r  h i s  c on s c i e n c e ,  wh i ch  i f  h e  s hou l d  
n o t ,  w e  k n o w  n o t  w h e r e  h e  i s  t o  r e i g n . ’  ‘ H e  
depend s  no t  on  any  bu t  Chr i s t  J e su s  t he  Head ,  
i n  p o i n t  o f  c a n o n  a n d  c o m m a n d ,  f o r  s p i r i t u a l  
ma t t e r s .  Conc e r n i n g  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  o f  Ch r i s t ’ s  
Church,  he does  no more depend upon man than  
concern ing  the  doc t r ine ;  and  count s  i t  the  mos t  
g l o r iou s  s i gh t  i n  the  wor ld ,  t o  s e e  J e su s  Chr i s t  
wa lk  a s  King ,  ru l ing  by  the  scep t re  o f  h i s  Word  
i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  h i s  g o l d e n  c a n d l e s t i c k s . ’  ‘ H e  
w i l l  n o t  b e  b e a t e n  b u t  b y  S c r i p t u r e  w e a p o n s :  
a n d  i n  r e a d i n g  S c r i p t u r e s ,  n e i t h e r  s t r e t c h e s  
t h i n g s  w i d e r ,  n o r  d r a w s  t h e m  n a r r o w e r  t h a n  
G o d  h a s  m a d e  t h e m . ’  W e  g i v e  o n e  e x t r a c t  
more .  ‘He  j udge s  Ch r i s t ’ s  K ingdom to  be  on l y  
t h e r e  w h e r e  H i s  l a w s  a r e  i n  f o r c e ,  f o r  t h a t  
coun ty  i s  no  pa r t  o f  a  p r ince ’ s  domin ion  which  
is not regulated by his laws.’* 

T r u e  t o  t h e s e  p r i n c i p l e s ,  t h e ,  ‘ R e f o r m i s t s ’  
sought, with scrupulous care, to restore the primitive 

*	 A  r ep r in t  o f  th i s  s en t en t iou s  t r a c t  may  be  found  in  the  th i rd  vo l - 
u m e  o f  H a m b u r y ’ s  H i s t o r i c a l  M e m o r i a l s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  I n d e p e n d - 
ents, &c.
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a n d  a p o s t o l i c a l  o r d e r  o f  c h u r c h  a d m i n i s t r a - 
tion.

I n  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  c h a p t e r  w e  g a v e  a  b r i e f  
ske t ch  o f  the  ma in  f e a tu re s  o f  tha t  church  gov- 
e rnment  which  our  f a ther s  deduced  and adopted  
f rom the  Bib le .  We showed,  tha t  they  he ld  each  
loca l  church or covenanted congregat ion,  to have  
en t i r e  s p i r i t u a l  j u r i s d i c t i on  w i th in  i t s e l f ,  t o  be  
f u l l y  compe t en t  t o  i t s  own  gove rnmen t  by  t h e  
ru les  of  God’s  Word,  and to be no ways  depend- 
ent  on other  churches ,  except  for  rec iproca l  ac t s  
o f  k indnes s  and a s s i s t ance ,  a s  one hand may he lp  
ano the r .  We  showed  th a t  t hey  con s i de r ed  min- 
i s t e r s  o f  the  gospe l  to  be  a l l  equa l  in  re spec t  to  
o f f i c i a l  r a n k ;  t o  b e  e l e c t e d  a n d  c a l l e d  b y  t h e  
Church to that  great  work;  and to labour there in  
a c co rd ing  t o  t he  i n s t r u c t i on s  o f  t h e  B ib l e ,  and  
no t  a c co r d i ng  t o  t h e  d i c t a t e s  o f  men .  Own ing  
Chr i s t  a s  s up r eme  Lo rd  and  Ma s t e r ,  and  a l l  h i s  
d i sc ip le s  a s  f ree  and equa l  sub jec t s  o f  h i s  power ,  
they looked upon the  v i s ib le  Church a s  an abso- 
lu t e  mona rchy  democr a t i c a l l y  admin i s t e r ed .  We  
a l s o  exh ib i t ed  the i r  v i ews  o f  pub l i c  wor sh ip ,— 
t h a t  i t  s h o u l d  b e  s i m p l e  i n  i t s  c h a r a c t e r ,  a n d  
ch i e f l y  ma rked  by  un f e t t e r ed  f r e edom and  h i gh  
spirituality.

A n d  n o w  w e  p r e s e n t  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h e 
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meri t s  of  thi s  ancient ,  cathol ic  and scr iptura l  sys- 
tem of ecclesiastical discipline.

SECTION I. 

the antiquity of the congregational way

F a r  b e  i t  f r o m  u s  t o  s l i g h t  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  
a n t i q u i t y ,  p r o v i d e d  i t  b e  o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  k i n d ;  
n a m e l y ,  t h e  o l d e s t  o f  w h i c h  t h e  c a s e  a d m i t s .  
Our pi lgr im-s i res  contended,  that  their  order  was  
no  n ew e r  t h an  t h e  New Te s t amen t :  a nd  t h a t  i t  
was  o ld  enough to be coeva l  wi th Chr i s t  and h i s  
apostles, from whom it originated.

T h e  m i n d  t a k e s  a  p l e a s u r e  i n  c o m i n g  i n t o  
contac t  wi th  th ing s  remote .  I t  de l igh t s  to  t r ave l  
back in to the  d i s t ant  ages  o f  the  pas t ,  t r ac ing up  
usages  to  the i r  or ig in ,  and s tanding a t  the fa r  o f f  
f o u n t a i n s  f r o m  w h e n c e  t h e  s t r e a m s  o f  c u s t o m  
h a v e  c o m e  r o l l i n g  d o w n  t o  o u r  t i m e s ,  T h e s e  
p i l g r image s  o f  t h e  m ind  am id  t h e  v e s t i g e s  a nd  
m o n u m e n t s  o f  p e r i s h e d  c e n t u r i e s  a r e  f u l l  o f  
pleasure and profit.

“Nor rough and barren are the winding ways 
Of hoar antiquity, but strewn with flowers.” 

B u t  t h e r e  i s  n o  s t u d y  w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  m o r e 
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p l a i n  a n d  p r a c t i c a l  g o o d  s e n s e .  I m a g i n a t i v e  
m ind s  b e come ,  a s  i t  we r e ,  s p e l l - bound  b y  t h e  
v e n e r a b l e  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  p a s t ;  a n d  u n d e r  i t s  
w i z a r d -wand ,  l o s e  t h e  powe r  o f  d i s c r im in a t i ng  
b e t w e e n  v e r i t a b l e  t r u t h  a n d  m o n a s t i c  f a b l i n g ,  
be tween  a c tua l  occu r r ence s  and  l egenda ry  l o r e .  
I t  requires  grea t  soundnes s  o f  judgement  to t rav- 
e r s e  t h e  d i m  v i s t a  o f  a g e s  a l m o s t  u n s t o r i e d ,  
w h e r e  t h e  s o l e m n  s h a p e s  l o o m  u p  w i t h  a w f u l  
p o r t ,  ‘ a n d  f r o w n i n g  i n  t h e  u n c e r t a i n  d a w n  o f  
t ime’ ,  subdue the soul  with a  supers t i t ious  rever- 
en c e .  To  r e duc e  t h e s e  s h adowy  f o rm s  t o  t h e i r  
rea l  d imens ions  requires  a  keen-eyed caut ion and  
s t rong-minded so l id i ty ,  which have not  been the  
endowmen t s  o f  eve ry  en thu s i a s t i c  s cho l a r .  One  
o f  the  mos t  l abo r iou s  and  s en s ib l e  o f  Eng l and ’ s  
o l d e r  a n t i q u a r i a n s  h a s  s a i d ; — ‘ A b a t i n g  o n l y  
Ho ly  Wr i t ,  i t  i s  a s  impo s s i b l e  to  f i nd  an t i qu i t y  
without fable, as an old face without wrinkles.’

A s  t o  t h e  f a t h e r s  o f  t h e  c h u r c h ,  a s  t h e y  a r e  
c a l l ed ,  o r  the  anc ien t  ecc l e s i a s t i c a l  wr i t e r s ,  i t  i s  
no t  e a sy  to  s ee  any  good  g round  fo r  the  de f e r - 
ence  wh i ch  ha s  been  p a i d  to  the i r  au tho r i t y  i n  
theo log i c a l  que s t i on s .  E spec i a l l y  when  we  con- 
s i d e r  h o w  e a s y  i t  i s  o n  a n y  s u c h  q u e s t i o n  t o  
quote fa thers  aga ins t  f a thers ,  and counci l s  aga ins t  
c o u n c i l s ,  i t  i s  s t r a n g e  t o  o b s e r v e  t h e  r e s p e c t  
which has been paid to the contradictory responses 
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o f  t h e s e  a m b i g u o u s  o r a c l e s .  N e i t h e r  t h e  
Church  nor  any  o f  i t s  member s  in  tho se  e a r l i e r  
t ime s  h ad  any  p romi s e s  o f  s upe rna tu r a l  a i d  and  
guidance,  more than the Church and i t s  members  
m a y  h a v e  n o w .  N o r  h a d  t h e y  a n y  m o r e  r i g h t  
t o  d e c r e e  f o r  o u r  o b s e r v a n c e ,  a r t i c l e s  w h i c h  
Chri s t  never sanct ioned,  than we have to do such  
a  th ing  for  them tha t  sha l l  l i ve  a  thousand yea r s  
hence.

I t  i s  s a id ,  tha t  the  Greek  and  La t in  f a the r s  a re  
v a l u ab l e  w i tne s s e s  a s  t o  t he  be l i e f  and  p r a c t i c e  
o f  t h e i r  own  t ime s ,  a nd  s o  t h e y  a r e .  Bu t  i t  i s  
not  f rom the i r  t imes ,  nor  f rom any t imes  except  
t ho s e  o f  t h e  a po s t l e s ,  t h a t  we  a r e  t o  t a k e  ou r  
pattern.

I t  h a s  been  s a i d  too ,  th a t ,  a s  t he s e  an t i qua t ed  
authors  l ived nearer to the apostol ic  age than we,  
t h e y  m u s t  h a v e  p r e s e r v e d  a  n e a r e r  a n d  m o r e  
co r r e c t  t r a d i t i on  o f  wha t  t h e  apo s t l e s  d i d .  Bu t  
l e t  u s  t a k e  a  c a s e  w i t h  wh i ch  we  a r e  f am i l i a r .  
I t  i s  no t  two  hund red  ye a r s  s i n ce  t he  f i r s t  s e t - 
t l e r s  o f  N e w  E n g l a n d  w e r e  l i v i n g .  T h e y  h a v e  
been succeeded by f ive or s ix generat ions of  their  
d e s c endan t s ,  a n  educ a t ed  peop l e ,  d e ep l y  i n t e r - 
es ted in the events  of  that  per iod,  and abounding  
in  pr in ted  books  re l a t ing  to  i t .  Now suppose  we  
were  to  go  abou t  among  our  peop l e ,  co l l e c t ing  
a l l  t h e  t r a d i t i on a r y  i n f o rma t i on  wh i ch  r ema in s 
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among them,  re l a t ive  to  the  a f f a i r s  and prac t i ce s  
o f  the  f i r s t  se t t l e r s  o f  th i s  so i l .  Can any one be- 
l i eve ,  t h a t  ou t  o f  t he  ma t e r i a l s  s o  ama s s ed ,  t he  
web  o f  an  a c cu r a t e  and  ve r i t a b l e  h i s t o r y  cou ld  
b e  woven ?  I t  i s  c e r t a i n  t h a t  a  n a r r a t i v e  d r awn  
up from such sources  of  information must  abound  
in gross mistakes and absurd fabrications.

Wha t  r e l i a n ce ,  t h en ,  c an  be  p l a c ed  upon  t r a - 
d i t i o n s  r e c e i v e d  b y  m e n  w h o  l i v e d  a n d  w r o t e  
two hundred  yea r s  a f t e r  the  apos t l e s :—trad i t ions  
p r e s e r v e d  a m o n g  a  p e o p l e  o f  w h o m  t h e  m a s s  
wa s  exceed ing ly  i gnoran t  and  un in te l l i gen t ;  and  
o f  w h o m  t h e  s u p e r i o r  p a r t  w a s  b y  n o  m e a n s  
m a r v e l l o u s l y  e n l i g h t e n e d .  T h e  c r e d i b i l i t y  o f  
such t r ad i t ions ,  to  which the  a r t  o f  pr in t ing  had  
n o t  r e n d e r e d  i t s  i m p o r t a n t  a i d ,  m u s t  e v e r  b e  
extremely suspic ious .  Take a  case nearer  our own  
day, drawn

From that Brabantine field, 
The proudest field of fame.

The  b a t t l e  o f  Wa t e r l oo  wa s  t h e  mo s t  e v en t f u l  
pas sage of  arms which has  been decided for  many  
a  l o n g  c e n t u r y .  F o r  h i s t o r i c a l  p u r p o s e s  i t  i s  
important  to  know at  what  hour  o f  the  day ,  tha t  
f e a r f u l  s t r i f e  o f  e m b a t t l e d  n a t i o n s  b e g a n .  A n d  
ye t  o f  a l l  the  numerous  ac tor s  in  the  s cene  who  
have a t tempted to narra te  the order  of  i t s  events , 



182	 the life of john cotton

s c a r c e  t w o  a g r e e  a s  t o u c h i n g  t h a t  o n e  s i m p l e  
ma t t e r  o f  f a c t .  How  v a gu e  a nd  un s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  
then,  must  be any uninspired t radi t ion,  especia l ly  
i f  i t  h a v e  b e en  l ong  unwr i t t en ?  The  r e f l e c t i ng  
mind cannot content  i t se l f  with such dubious  au- 
t ho r i t y  i n  ma t t e r s  o f  t h e  h i ghe s t  momen t .  And  
why should  i t  seek contentment  there ,  when the  
apos t le s  themse lve s ,  ‘moved by the  Holy  Ghos t ’ ,  
commit ted  to  in f a l l ib le  records  a l l  the  t r ad i t ions  
which t h ey  wi shed to  hand down to  the  succes s - 
ive ages of the church?* 

The  wr i t ing s  o f  the  f a the r s  were  ex t r avagan t l y  
over-est imated in their own times, and ever s ince.  
Read  the  r ema in s  wh ich  have  come down to  u s  
f rom the  apo s to l i c  age .  The  l a rge s t  o f  the se  a r e  
the epi s t le  o f  Barnabas ,  the fe l low labourer  o f  S t  
P a u l ;  a n d  t h e  ‘ S h e p h e r d ’  o f  H e r m a s ,  t h e  
s a m e ,  p e r h a p s ,  t o  w h o m  S t  P a u l  a d d r e s s e d  a  
sa luta t ion in the la s t  chapter  of  h i s  epi s t le  to the  
R o m a n s ;  a n d  t h e  e p i s t l e  o f  C l e m e n t ,  a l s o  s a - 
l u t ed  i n  t he  s ame  chap t e r .  Whoeve r  expec t s  t o  
f i nd  in  the s e  p i e ce s  much  o f  the  Pau l ine  s t amp  
o f  thought  and d ic t ion,  wi l l  be  sad ly  d i sappoint- 
e d .  T h e  e p i s t l e  o f  B a r n a b a s  i s  a  t e d i o u s  a n d  
t a s t e l e s s  a f f a i r ,  f u l l  o f  poo r  and  s en s e l e s s  c on - 
ce i t s ,  and absurd a l legor ie s .  As  for  the ,  Shepherd 

*	 2 Thessalonians 2:15, and 3:6.
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o f  H e r m a s ,  i f  a n y  o n e  w e r e  t o  r e a d  i t ,  
w i t h o u t  k n o w i n g  b u t  w h a t  i t  m i g h t  b e  s o m e  
mode rn  p roduc t ion ,  he  wou ld  th row i t  a s i de  a s  
t he  s c r i bb l i ng  o f  s ome  mi s e r ab l e  d r i ve l l e r .  The  
ep i s t l e  o f  C lement  the  Roman,  addre s s ed  to  the  
Cor in th i an  Church ,  i s  a  mode r a t e l y  r e spec t ab l e  
pe r fo rmance ;  bu t ,  in  r e spec t  to  r i chne s s  o f  go s - 
p e l  t r u t h  a nd  e v ang e l i c  f e r vou r ,  immea s u r a b l y  
i n f e r i o r  t o  t h e  e p i s t l e s  o f  S t  P au l  t o  t h e  s ame  
Chr i s t i an  communi ty .  In  r e ad ing  the s e  wr i t i ng s  
o f  m e n  w h o m  t h e  a p o s t l e s  h a d  k n o w n  a n d  
t aught ,  we cannot  but  f ee l  the  conv ic t ion  deep- 
ened ,  t h a t  i t  wa s  t he  i n sp i r a t i on  o f  God  wh i ch  
enab led  the  apos t l e s  to  teach  in  a  s t r a in  o f  doc- 
t r i n e  a n d  a r g u m e n t  a t  l e a s t  a  w h o l e  h e a v e n  
above these their disciples and followers.

I f  we  l e a r n  f r om  th e s e  e a r l i e s t  f a t h e r s  s o  l i t - 
t l e ,  indeed noth ing ,  in  addi t ion to  what  in s t ruc- 
t i o n  t h e  N e w  T e s t a m e n t  g i v e s ,  w e  m a y  w e l l  
g i v e  u p  t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n  o f  b e i n g  m a d e  m u c h  
w i s e r  by  t h e  s t udy  o f  t h e  v a s t  a nd  vo luminou s  
r ema in s  o f  t h e  l a t e r  f a t he r s .  When  the  Romi sh  
pr ies t  objected to the Ir i sh convert  to protes tant- 
i sm ,  tha t  he  wa s  no t  a cqua in t ed  wi th  the  op in- 
ions  o f  the  f a ther s ,  i t  was  wi se ly  re tor ted by the  
l a t t e r ,  t h a t  he  had  done  wha t  wa s  much  be t t e r ;  
h e  h a d  p r a y e r f u l l y  s t u d i e d  t h e  g r a n d f a t h e r s , — 
M a t t h e w ,  M a r k ,  L u k e ,  a n d  J o h n .  H e  w h o  h a s 
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in fo rmed  h imse l f  o f  t h e  l ow  s t a t e  o f  educ a t i on  
a nd  l i t e r a t u r e  du r i ng  t h e  c en tu r i e s  wh i ch  p r e - 
c e d e d  t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  r e f o r m a t i o n ,  w i l l  h a r d l y  
pe r suade  h imse l f  tha t  the  au thor s  o f  those  t imes  
a re  f i t  to  be  the  teacher s  o f  the  n ine teenth  cen- 
t u r y .  T h e i r  t r a d i t i o n s  w i l l  h a v e  n o  w e i g h t  
w h a t e v e r .  E v e n  t h a t  r o y a l  s o p h o m o r e ,  J a m e s  
I ,  h a d  s e n s e  e n o u g h  t o  s a y ; — ‘ I n  a l l  u s a g e s  
a n d  p r e c e d e n t s ,  l e t  t h e  t i m e s  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  
whe re in  they  f i r s t  b egan ;  wh i ch  [ t ime s ]  i f  t hey  
be  weak  or  ignorant ,  i t  de roga te th  f rom the  au- 
thor i ty  o f  the  u sage ,  and  l eave th  i t  fo r  su spec t . ’  
Acco rd ing  to  th i s  p r inc ip l e ,  t he  f a the r s  w i l l  b e  
bu t  dub iou s  gu i de s .  A  more  t ho rough  and  s y s - 
t e m a t i c  v i e w  o f  t h e  d o c t r i n e s  a n d  d u t i e s  o f  
Chr i s t i an i ty  can  be  der ived  f rom the  vo lumes  o f  
Dr  Dwigh t ,  t h an  f rom a l l  t h e  ponde rou s  t ome s  
o f  Chrysos tom, and the huge lumber ing fo l ios  o f  
Augustine beside.

I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  t h e  wo rk s  o f  t h e  l a t e r  f a t h e r s ,  
w h o  l i v e d  w h e n  t h e  p r i m i t i v e  s i m p l i c i t y  w a s  
l o s t  f r o m  s i g h t  a m i d  t h e  a c c u m u l a t i n g  i n v e n - 
t ions  of  super s t i t ious  or  a sp i r ing men,  are  gener- 
a l l y  f a v o u r a b l e  t o  h i e r a r c h y  a n d  i t s  p r o u d  
p r e t e n s i o n s .  B u t  t h e  f e w  g e n u i n e  d o c u m e n t s  
which  have  de scended to  u s  f rom the  f i r s t  th ree  
cen tur i e s ,  fu l l y  sub s t an t i a t e  the  Congrega t iona l - 
i s m  o f  t h e  P u r i t a n s .  A n d  t h i s  e x p l a i n s  t h e 
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t r e a t m e n t  w h i c h  t h e  a n c i e n t  w r i t e r s  h a v e  r e - 
ce ived f rom the d iv ines  o f  the  Angl ican Church.  
T h a t  t r e a t m e n t  l e d  C h i l l i n g w o r t h  t o  s a y ,  t h a t  
‘ t ho s e  d i v i n e s  a c coun t  t h e  f a t h e r s  t o  b e  f a t h e r s  
w h e n  t h e y  a r e  f o r  t h e m ,  a n d  c h i l d r e n  w h e n  
t h e y  a r e  a g a i n s t  t h e m . ’  M a r t i n  L u t h e r ,  w h o  
was  learned in thi s  sor t  of  lore ,  was  so perplexed  
b y  t h e  m a n y  d i s c r e p a n c i e s  a n d  p u e r i l e  f a n c i e s  
which abound in  those  o ld  ecc le s i a s t i ca l  wr i te r s ,  
t h a t  h e  c a s t  t h e m  a s i d e  i n  d e s p a i r .  H e  o n c e  
s a i d ; — ‘ W h e n  G o d ’ s  W o r d  i s  b y  t h e  f a t h e r s  
expounded ,  con s t rued  and  g lo s s ed ,  t hen ,  i n  my  
judgement ,  i t  i s  even  l i ke  to  one  tha t  s t r a ine th  
m i l k  t h r o u g h  a  c o a l - s a c k ,  w h i c h  m u s t  n e e d s  
s po i l  a nd  make  t h e  m i l k  b l a ck . ’  I n  f i v e  d i f f e r - 
ent  p laces  o f  Lord Bacon’ s  works ,  he  repea t s  the  
s en t imen t ;—‘T ime  s e eme th  to  be  o f  t he  n a tu r e  
of  a  r iver  or  f lood,  that  br ingeth down to us  that  
w h i c h  i s  l i g h t  o r  b l o w n  u p ,  a n d  s i n k e t h  a n d  
d rowne th  t h a t  wh i ch  i s  s o l i d  and  g r ave . ’  Were  
i t  no t  f o r  h i s  l o rd sh ip ’ s  cha r i t y ,  he  m igh t  h ave  
fe l t  some susp ic ions ,  tha t  ant iqui ty ,  a f te r  a l l ,  ha s  
sent down to us the best it had.

The  Pur i t an s  were  too  s t i f f -kneed  to  succumb  
to  the  dec i s ions  o f  un insp i red  men,  whether  an- 
c i en t  o r  mode rn .  Bu t  they  we re  r e ady  to  b r ing  
the i r  church po l i ty  to  the  te s t  o f  ant iqu i ty ,  pro- 
v ided  i t  shou ld  be  the  o lde s t  an t iqu i ty  o f  a l l .  in 
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r e p l y  t o  s u c h  a s  i m a g i n e d  t h a t  t h e i r  c h u r c h e s  
dropped out  o f  the  c louds  some t ime in  the  s ix- 
t e en th  c en tu r y ,  t h ey  cou l d  a dop t  t h e  l a ngu ag e  
o f  K i n g  J a m e s  a t  t h e  H a m p t o n  C o u r t  C o n f e r - 
e n c e ;—‘ I  know  no t  how  t o  a n swe r  t h e  ob j e c - 
t i o n s  o f  p a p i s t s ,  w h e n  t h e y  c h a r g e  u s  w i t h  
novel t ie s ,  but  by te l l ing them, that  we reta in the  
p r im i t i v e  u s e  o f  t h i ng s ,  a nd  on l y  f o r s a k e  t h e i r  
novel corruptions.’

And  t ru l y ,  i f  an t i qu i t y  i s  t o  dec ide  the  po in t ,  
l e t  u s  g o  b a ck  o f  t h e  o l d  w r i t e r s  t o  t h e  o l d e r  
B i b l e .  The  Ac t s  o f  t h e  Apo s t l e s  i s  a  f a r  pu r e r  
and  more  anc ien t  record  than  the  mos t  an t iqua- 
t ed  o f  t he  chu rch  h i s t o r i e s ;  and  the  apo s to l i c a l  
ep i s t l e s  a r e  f a r  s a f e r  and  more  vene r ab l e  docu- 
men t s  t h an  t h e  mu s t i e s t  r e l i e s  o f  wha t  s choo l - 
men  and  chu r chmen  h ave  p enned .  Why  shou l d  
we  examine  the  sub jec t  o f  the  Church ’ s  con s t i - 
t u t i on  b y  t h e  f e e b l e  t a p e r s  o f  human  w i s dom ,  
when we may br ing i t  a t  once to the sun-l ight  of  
r e v e l a t i on .  I f  y ou  we r e  s u f f e r i n g  f r om  a  p a i n - 
fu l  d i s e a se ,  and  the  phy s i c i an  were  to  o f f e r  you  
a  va s t  var ie ty  o f  remedie s ,  o f  which some would  
h e l p  y o u  a  l i t t l e ,  a n d  o t h e r s  w o u l d  h e l p  y o u  
m o r e ;  a n d  i f  h e  w e r e  t o  h o l d  o u t  o n e  w h i c h  
would a f ford ins tant  and permanent  re l ie f ,  would  
you  no t  p r omp t l y  r e j e c t  t h e  o t h e r s ,  a nd  i n s i s t  
upon  r e ce i v ing  th a t  wh i ch  w i l l  g i v e  immed i a t e 
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h e a l t h  a n d  s o u n d n e s s ?  A n d  w h y  s h o u l d  w e  b e  
d a l l y i n g  w i t h  t h e  f a t h e r s ,  w h e n  t h e  b l e s s e d  
B i b l e  s o  f a r  e x c e e d s  t h e m  i n  e v e r y  t h i n g  i n  
w h i c h  t h e y  c a n  b e  s u p p o s e d  t o  b e n e f i t  u s ?  
W e l l  h a s  i t  b e e n  s a i d  b y  a  l i v i n g  d i v i n e ; — 
‘ T h e  B i b l e  i s  o l d e r  t h a n  t h e  f a t h e r s , — t r u e r  
t h a n  t r a d i t i o n s , — w i s e r  t h a n  c o u n c i l s , — m o r e  
l e a rned  th an  un ive r s i t i e s ,—more  o r thodox  th an  
c r e ed s ,—more  i n f a l l i b l e  t h an  pope s ,—more  au - 
t h o r i t a t i v e  t h a n  p r i e s t s , — m o r e  p o w e r f u l  t h a n  
c e r emon ie s ,—more  r e l i ab l e  f o r  t he  wor ld ’ s  s a l - 
va t ion  than  any  th ing  o r  eve ry  th ing  e l s e  under  
the heavens.’

W h e n  t h e  P a p i s t  a s k s  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l - 
i s t ; — ‘ W h e r e  w a s  y o u r  c h u r c h  b e f o r e  t h e  P u - 
r i t a n s  s e t  i t  u p ? ’  w e  m i g h t  a n s w e r  a s  J o h n  
Wi lke s ,  the  ce l eb r a t ed  she r i f f  o f  Midd le sex ,  d id  
i n  a  s im i l a r  c a s e .  He  r e t o r t ed  on  t h e  P ap i s t ;— 
‘ S i r ,  d i d  y o u  w a s h  y o u r  f a c e  t h i s  m o r n i n g ? ’  
The  Pap i s t  an swered ,  somewha t  su l l en ly ,  in  the  
a f f i r m a t i v e .  ‘ W e l l  t h e n , ’  r e j o i n e d  t h e  w i t t y  
s h e r i f f ,  ‘ w h e r e  w a s  y o u r  f a c e  b e f o r e  i t  w a s  
w a s h e d ? ’  T h i s  q u e s t i o n  w a s  s h r e w d l y  p u t :  
f o r  l e t  t h e  p o p i s h  c o r r u p t i o n s  b e  t h o r o u g h l y  
washed o f f ,  and  the  popi sh  po l lu t ions  be  purged  
away ,  and  t h e  f a i r  f a c e  o f  t h e  Chu r ch  w i l l  r e - 
a p p e a r  i n  i t s  p r i m e v a l  b e a u t y .  O r  w e  m a y  
a n s w e r  b r i e f l y  w i t h  L u t h e r  t o  t h e  p r i e s t  w h o 
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s c o r n f u l l y  a s k e d ; — ‘ W h e r e  w a s  y o u r  C h u r c h  
d u r i n g  s o  m a n y  l o n g  c e n t u r i e s ? ’  T o  w h o m  
t h e  b o l d  r e f o r m e r  p r o m p t l y  r e p l i e d ; — ‘ M y  
C h u r c h  w a s  w h e r e  y o u r s  n e v e r  w a s , — i n  t h e  
B i b l e ! ’  H o l d i n g  f a s t  t h i s  i n v i o l a b l e  c h a r t e r  o f  
t he  c i t y  o f  God ,  we  may  appea l  f rom men  who  
r e j e c t  u s ,  t o  G o d  w h o  o w n s  u s .  W e  m a y  
a p p e a l  i n  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  t h e  p r o p h e t ; — 
‘ D o u b t l e s s  t h o u  a r t  o u r  F a t h e r ,  t h o u g h  A b r a - 
h am be  i gno r an t  o f  u s ,  and  I s r a e l  a cknowledge  
u s  no t :  t hou ,  O  Lo rd ,  a r t  ou r  F a the r ,  ou r  Re- 
deemer; thy name is from everlasting.’

N o t h i n g  c a n  b e  m o r e  s o u n d  t h a n  J o h n  C o t - 
t o n ’ s  r e m a r k ; — ‘ T h a t  m u s t  b e  t r u e  w h i c h  w a s  
p r im i t i v e ,  and  t h a t  mu s t  b e  p r im i t i v e  wh i ch  i s  
f r om the  beg inn ing .  The re  i s  no  f a l s e  way , ’  he  
a dd s ,  ‘ bu t  wha t  i s  a n  a b e r r a t i on  f r om  th e  f i r s t  
i n s t i t u t i o n . ’  H e  f o l l o w e d  t h i s  p r i n c i p l e  t i l l  i t  
l e d  h i m  t o  s a y ; — ‘ T h e  w a y  o f  I n d e p e n d e n c y  
ha th  been  b red  in  the  womb o f  the  New Tes t a - 
ment  of  the immorta l  seed of  the Word of  t ruth,  
and rece ived in  the t imes  o f  the pures t  pr imi t ive  
an t i qu i t y . ’ *  He  l ooked  upon  no  o the r  mode  o f  
e cc l e s i a s t i c a l  d i s c ip l i ne  to  be  ‘ so  anc i en t  a s  the  
way  o f  ou r  Congrega t iona l  gove rnmen t  o f  e a ch  
church within itself ,  by the space of three hundred 

*	 ‘The Way of Congregational Churches’, p 9, 1648.
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y e a r s .  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  d i s c i p l i n e  w a s  i n s t i - 
tu ted  by  Chr i s t  and  h i s  apos t l e s . ’*  Thi s  op in ion  
i s  sanct ioned by some of  the best  informed his to- 
r ians  in  the communion of  the Church of  Rome.  
Of  th i s ,  any one may f ind su f f ic ient  proof  in  the  
au tho r i t i e s  c i t ed  by  Moshe in .  To  the s e  may  be  
a d d e d  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  o f  t h e  m o n a s t i c  w r i t e r s  
o f  c h u r c h  h i s t o r y ,  k n o w n  a s  t h e  M a g d e b u r g  
Cen tu r i a t o r s .  ‘Bu t ,  whoeve r  w i l l  l ook  t h rough  
t h e  app roved  au tho r s  o f  t h i s  a g e ,  w i l l  s e e  t h a t  
the  fo rm o f  government  was  qu i te  democra t i ca l .  
Fo r  ind iv idua l  chu rche s  had  equa l  power ,  a s  t o  
pure ly  teach ing  the  Word o f  God,  admin i s te r ing  
t h e  s a c r amen t s ,  e x commun i c a t i n g  h e r e t i c s  a nd  
o f f ende r s ,  choo s ing ,  c a l l i ng ,  o rda in ing ,  and  fo r  
ju s t  r e a sons  depos ing  aga in ,  the i r  min i s t e r s ,  and  
a s s emb l i n g  conven t i on s  a nd  s ynod s . ’ †  Du  P i n ,  
a  d o c t o r  o f  t h e  S o r b o n n e ,  a n d  a  m a n  o f  r a r e  
l ea rn ing  and candour ,  speak ing  o f  the  f i r s t  three  
centur ies ,  acknowledges  in genera l  that  the mode  
o f  church government  was  a l together  o f  a  popu- 
l a r  c a s t ;  a nd  t h en  a dd s ;—’A f t e r  a l l ,  i t  mu s t  b e  
con fe s s ed ,  th a t  the  d i s c ip l i ne  o f  the  church  ha s  
been so extremely di f ferent ,  and so of ten a l tered,  
that it is almost impossible to say any thing positively 

*	 ‘The Way of Congregational Churches’, pp 93,94. Also Prop. I., in ‘Survey of Church 
Discipline’.

†	 Il Cent. Chapter 7. Title, De Consociatione Eccleslarum.
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c o n c e r n i n g  i t . ’ *  T h e  h i e r a r c h a l  w a y  o f  
r u l i n g  i s  m o s t  e v i d e n t l y  n o t  a b o r i g i n a l  i n  t h e  
church, but is the fruit of antiquated changes.

Why,  then,  should we c l ing to pract ices  which,  
however  ant iquated,  were in thei r  or ig in innova- 
t i o n s  u p o n  t h e  p r i s t i n e  u s a g e .  ‘ A n  e r r o r  b y  
con t inuance  o f  t ime  c an  neve r  become  a  t ru th ,  
b u t  o n l y  t h e  m o r e  i n v e t e r a t e  e r r o r . ’  S u p p o s e  
t h a t ,  w i t h  o u r  p r e s e n t  v i e w s  a n d  f e e l i n g s ,  a l l  
Chr i s tendom were to  urge some nove l ty  upon us  
f o r  o u r  a d o p t i o n — s h o u l d  w e  f e e l  u n d e r  t h e  
s l i g h t e s t  o b l i g a t i on s  t o  a dop t  i t ?  Ce r t a i n l y  we  
s h o u l d  n o t .  B u t  s u p p o s e  t h a t ,  w i t h  t h e  s a m e  
co r r e c t  v i ews  and  f e e l i ng s  wh i ch  we  now have  
on the subject, we had l ived in the third or fourth  
c e n t u r i e s ;  w h e n  s o  m a n y  h i e r a r c h a l  n o v e l t i e s  
were  in t roduced  and  imposed :—shou ld  we  have  
f e l t  ob l i g a t ed  to  submi t  to  them then?  We ce r - 
t a i n l y  s hou ld  no t .  Why  then  shou ld  we  submi t  
t o  t h e  s a m e  t h i n g s  n o w ?  T h e y  w e r e  i n n o v a - 
t ion s  when they  were  f i r s t  in t roduced ,  and  they  
h a v e  b e e n  m e r e  i n n o v a t i o n s  e v e r  s i n c e .  O u r  
s t a l w a r t  s i r e s  t r a m p l e d  t h e m  i n  t h e  d u s t ,  a n d  
s t rode  ru th l e s s l y  ove r  them a l l ,  th a t  they  migh t  
p l an t  the i r  f ee t  upon the  rock o f  t ru th ,  t ha t  r o ck  
o f  p r i m i t i v e  f o r m a t i o n .  T h e y  w e r e  s o l i c i t o u s 

*	 Biblioth. Patrum. Tom. III, Cent. III., p 183.
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to  ba se  the  f abr ic  o f  the i r  churches  on none but  
a  s c r i p t u r a l  a n t i q u i t y :  f o r  t h e y  k n e w  t h a t  t h e  
Word  o f  God  i s  no t  on l y  a n c i en t  o f  d a y s ,  bu t  
t h a t  i t  ‘ a b i d e t h  f o r e v e r ’ .  T h e y  e m b r a c e d  t h e  
m a x i m  o f  P e t e r  M a r t y r ,  a d m i t t i n g  ‘ n o t h i n g  
wi thou t ,  no th ing  aga in s t ,  no th ing  b e s i d e ,  no th ing  
beyond, the divine Scripture.’

A  r e c e n t  w r i t e r ,  w h o  h a s  t r e a t e d  t h e s e  s u b - 
ject s  wi th consummate abi l i ty ,  te l l s  us  t ru ly ,  that  
‘ t h i s  h a s  eve r  been  the  g r e a t  p r inc ip l e  o f  Pu r i - 
t a n i sm :  t h a t  God ’ s  Word  i s  t h e  s o l e  and  s u f f i - 
c i e n t  s t a n d a r d  o f  f a i t h  a n d  d u t y . ’  N e a r l y  a  
cen tury  a f t e r  the  l and ing  o f  the  P i lg r ims ,  an  a s - 
sembly  o f  Connect icut  mini s te r s ,  in  se t t ing for th  
the i r  gene r a l  a s s en t  to  the  S avoy  Con fe s s i on  o f  
Fa i th,  a s  conta ining the sys tem of  doctr ine which  
they  embraced ,—deemed i t  impor tan t  to  pre f ace  
that  ac t  and confes s ion with these  words ,  worthy  
t o  b e  w r i t t e n  i n  b r o a d  l e t t e r s  o f  l i v i n g  l i g h t .  
‘We  do  no t  a s s ume  to  ou r s e l v e s  t h a t  any  t h ing  
i s  to  be  t aken upon t ru s t  f rom us ,  but  commend  
t o  ou r  p eop l e  t h e  f o l l ow ing  coun s e l s :  1 .  Th a t  
you  be  immovab l y  and  unchange ab l y  a g r e ed  i n  
t h e  o n l y  s u f f i c i e n t  a n d  i n v a r i a b l e  r u l e  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  
wh ich  i s  the  Holy  Scr ipture ,  the  f i xed  canon ,  
incapab le  o f  addi t ion or  d iminut ion.  You ought  
to  account  noth ing  anc i ent  that  w i l l  not  
s t a n d  b y  t h i s  r u l e ;  a n d  n o t h i n g  n e w  t h a t 
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w i l l .  2 .  T h a t  y o u  b e  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  t h i s  r u l e  
i n  t h e  w h o l e  o f  r e l i g i o n .  T h a t  y o u r  f a i t h  b e  
r i gh t  and  d iv ine ,  the  Word  o f  God mus t  be  the  
foundat ion  of i t ,  and the authority of the Word the  
r e a s o n  o f  i t . ’ *  S u c h  n o b l e  a d v i c e s  w i l l  n e v e r  
be heard f rom the l ips  of  the a s ser tor s  of  pr ie s t ly  
power .  The i r  on l y  s t udy  i s  t o  c i r cumsc r i be  the  
r ight s  o f  the  people ,  and re s t ra in  them f rom that  
u s e  o f  ‘ p r i v a t e  judgement ’ ,  wh ich  God  r equ i r e s  
of every accountable being.

SECTION II. 

the new england church government as  
respects cathollcity.

By ca tho l i c i t y  i s  meant  tha t  generous  and  lov- 
ing sp i r i t ,  by which every Chr i s t i an embraces ,  in  
the  a rms  o f  h i s  char i ty ,  every  o ther  Chr i s t i an  a s  
a  b r o t h e r  i n  t h e  L o r d .  T h e  t r u e  a p o s t o l i c a l  
c a t ho l i c i sm  r e j o i c e s  i n  t h e  un i t y  o f  t h e  s p i r i t ,  
r a t h e r  t h a n  i n  t h e  u n i t y  o f  o u t w a r d  f o r m s .  I t  
f ond l y  che r i s he s  a  un ion  o f  he a r t s ,  e ven  whe re  
the re  may  be  l i t t l e  un i fo rmi ty  o f  p r ac t i ce s .  I t  i s  
l ike  the l aw of  vegeta t ive  l i fe ,  which i s  the same 

*	 T h e  P u r i t a n s  a n d  t h e i r  P r i n c i p l e s ,  b y  R e v .  E  H a l l ,  8 v o . ,  1 8 4 6 ,  
p 150.
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in  a l l  p l an t s ,  and  mark s  them a s  the  sub j ec t s  o f  
o n e  a n d  t h e  s a m e  k i n g d o m ;  a n d  y e t  d e v e l o p s  
i t s e l f  in  an  end le s s  va r i e ty  o f  p roduc t ion .  I t  ha s  
been  e loquen t l y .  s a id ;—‘The  p roduc t ion s  which  
adorn  the  pa rad i se  o f  God,  f rom the  lo f t i e s t  ce- 
d a r  o f  L e b a n o n ,  t o  t h e  l o w l i e s t  p l a n t  w h i c h  
f lour i she s  benea th  i t s  shade ,  a re  a l l  pe rvaded  by  
the  s ame g rea t  p r inc ip l e  o f  sp i r i tua l  l i f e ;  a r e  a l l  
s u s t a ined  by  the  s ame  in f l uence s  o f  heaven  and  
o f  e a r t h ;  a l l  i m b i b e  l i v i n g  m o i s t u r e  f r o m  t h e  
s ame dew and  shower ;  and  re jo i ce  in  the  gen i a l  
r a d i a n c e  o f  t h e  s a m e  c e l e s t i a l  s u n s h i n e :  b u t  
they ,  a t  the  s ame t ime ,  p re sen t  end le s s  va r i e t i e s  
of  form and s t ructure,  of  f rui t  and f lower,  of  lea f  
and fragrance.’

Now the  ca tho l i c  sp i r i t  o f  the  gospe l  mani fe s t s  
i t s e l f  b y  r e c o g n i s i n g  t h e  s a m e  s p i r i t  w h e r e v e r  
found, and however diversi f ied the aspect it  wears.  
W i t h  f a l s e  a n d  a n t i - c h r i s t i a n  c h u r c h e s ,  i t  h a s  
n o t h i n g  t o  d o .  I t s  r e p u g n a n c e  t o  t h e m  i s  a s  
s t rong  a s  i t s  a t t r ac t ion  toward  eve ry  evange l i c a l  
commun ion .  Ha t r ed  o f  h e r e s y  i s  a  tw in  f l owe r  
w i t h  l o v e  o f  t r u t h .  They  b l oom on  a  common  
s t a l k .  Bu t  wh i l e  t he  b ro the r l y  l ove  o f  t he  go s - 
p e l  s h r i n k s ,  l i k e  t h e  s e n s i t i v e  p l a n t ,  f r o m  t h e  
hateful contact of soul-destroying errors, it  unfolds  
a l l  i t s  l e ave s  t o  the  congen i a l  b r e a th  o f  pu r i t y .  
‘We reckon i t  our  d i s t ingui sh ing honour , ’  wr i te s 
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Samuel Mather,  ‘ that ,  of  a l l  the reformed church- 
e s ,  we  a r e  t h e  mo s t  d i s t a n t  f r om the  chu r ch  o f  
Rome ,  and  t h e  mo s t  c o n f o rm e d  t o  t h e  chu r che s  
in the days of the apost les and of primitive chris t- 
ianity.’

A s  r e spec t s  th i s  genu ine  c a tho l i c i t y ,  the  Con- 
g r e g a t i on a l  c hu r ch e s  may  a f f e c t i on a t e l y  i n v i t e  
compa r i s on  w i t h  t h e i r  s i s t e r - chu r che s  o f  o t h e r  
n ame s .  And  t h i s  c ompa r i s on  i s  i n v i t e d ,  no t  a s  
c h a l l e ng i ng  an  i n v i d i ou s  s up e r i o r i t y  i n  t h i s  o r  
a n y  o t h e r  p o i n t  o f  e x c e l l e n c e ;  b u t  a s  k i n d l y  
craving their own proper dues.

D r  O w e n  a n d  o u r  f a t h e r s  t o o k  a n  o p e n  a n d  
h o n e s t  s t a n d .  ‘ U n l e s s , ’  s a y  t h e y ,  ‘ m e n  c a n  
prove that we have not the spir i t  of  God, that we  
do  no t  s av ing ly  be l i eve  in  J e su s  Chr i s t ;  tha t  we  
do  no t  s i n c e r e l y  l o v e  a l l  t h e  s a i n t s ,  h i s  who l e  
body  and  eve ry  member  o f  i t ;  t hey  c anno t  d i s - 
p r o v e  o u r  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h . ’ *  
O u r  f a t h e r s  r e g a r d e d  t h e i r  c o m m u n i o n  a s  o n e  
p u r i f i e d  b r a n c h  o f  t h e  t r u e  c h u r c h  c a t h o l i c .  
T h i s  w a s  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  t h e i r  m o d e s t  c l a i m .  
They did not  pretend to unchurch other  commu- 
n i on s .  They  d i d  no t  p r e t end ,  t h a t  t h ey  h ad  an  
exc lu s ive  monopo ly  o f  covenant  b l e s s ing s .  They  
a s s e r t e d  n o t h i n g  m o r e  t h a n  a  r i g h t  t o  r e g a r d 

*	 John Owen, DD, ‘Of Schism’, &c. chap. IV., sec 19.
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t h ems e l v e s  a s  one  p rov i n c e  o f  t h e  k i ngdom o f  
C h r i s t ,  i n  w h i c h  t h e i r  L o r d ’ s  l a w s  w e r e  m o r e  
s t r i c t l y  en f o r c ed  t h an  e l s ewhe r e .  L i s t en  t o  t h e  
d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  J o h n  C o t t o n ; — ‘ W e  c a n n o t  b u t  
conce i v e  t h e  chu r che s  i n  Eng l and  we r e  r i gh t l y  
g a t h e r ed ,  and  p l an t ed  a c co rd i ng  t o  t h e  r u l e  o f  
the gospel :  and a l l  the corrupt ions found in them  
s ince ,  have  sp rung  f rom pop i sh  apos t acy  in  suc- 
c e e d i n g  a g e s ,  a n d  f r o m  w a n t  o f  t h o r o u g h  a n d  
p e r f e c t  pu r g i ng  ou t  o f  t h a t  l e a v en ,  i n  t h e  l a t e  
t imes  o f  Reformat ion in  the  days  o f  our  f a ther s .  
So  tha t  a l l  t he  work  now,  i s  no t  to  make  them  
churches  which were  none be fore ,  but  to  reduce  
and re s tore  them to the i r  pr imi t ive  ins t i tu t ion. ’*  
The  t r e a t i s e  f rom wh ich  th i s  i s  quo ted ,  t hough  
p r epa r ed  by  Mr  Co t ton ,  appea r s  t o  con t a in  the  
r e s u l t s  o f  h i s  b r e t h r e n ’ s  d e l i b e r a t i o n s .  F r o m  
t h i s ,  a nd  i nnume r ab l e  o the r  t e s t imon i e s  o f  t h e  
s a m e  c h a r a c t e r ,  i t  i s  e v i d e n t ,  t h a t  o u r  f a t h e r s  
we r e  e qu a l l y  r e a d y  t o  a s s e r t  t h e i r  own  r i g h t s ,  
and to  admit  the  ju s t  r ight s  o f  o ther s ,  to  a  p lace  
in the house of God.

I n  t h e  t ime  o f  J ame s  I ,  i n  a  p amph l e t  c a l l e d  
‘A  P ro t e s t a t i on  o f  t he  K ing ’ s  Sup remacy ,  made  
in  the  Name of  the  a f f l i c ted  Mini s te r s ,  &c. ’ ,  the  
d e m a n d s  o f  t h e  P u r i t a n s  w e r e  t h u s  e x p r e s s e d . 

*	 ‘The Way of the Churches in New England’, &c., p. 111.
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‘A l l  tha t  we  c r ave  o f  h i s  ma j e s t y  and  the  S t a t e ,  
i s ,  tha t  wi th  h i s  and  the i r  permi s s ion ,  i t  may  be  
l aw fu l  f o r  u s  t o  wo r sh i p  God  a c co rd i ng  t o  h i s  
r evea l ed  wi l l ;  tha t  we  may  not  be  fo rced  to  the  
ob s e rv ance  o f  any  human  r i t e s  and  ce r emon ie s .  
S o  l ong  a s  i t  s h a l l  p l e a s e  t h e  k i n g  a nd  p a r l i a - 
m e n t  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  h i e r a r c h y  o r  p r e l a c y  i n  
t h i s  k i n g d o m ,  w e  a r e  c o n t e n t  t h a t  t h e y  e n j o y  
t h e i r  s t a t e  a n d  d i g n i t y :  a n d  w e  w i l l  l i v e  a s  
b r e th ren  among  the  min i s t e r s  t h a t  a cknowledge  
spir i tua l  homage to the spir i tua l  lordships ,  paying  
t h em a l l  t empo r a l  du t i e s  o f  t i t h e s ,  a nd  j o i n i ng  
wi th  them in  the  se rv ice  and wor sh ip  o f  God so  
f a r  a s  we may,  wi thout  our  own par t i cu la r  com- 
munica t ing  in  tho se  human t r ad i t ion s  which  we  
j u d g e  u n l a w f u l . ’ *  T w o  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  d i v i n e s ,  
during a process  against  them for non-conformity,  
s e n t  a  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  A r c h b i s h o p  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  
ecc l e s i a s t i c a l  member s  o f  the  High  Commis s ion ,  
in  which  occur s  the  fo l lowing  l anguage ;—‘Con- 
s c i e n c e  i s  a  t e n d e r  t h i n g ,  a n d  a l l  m e n  c a n n o t  
l o o k  u p o n  t h e  s a m e  t h i n g  a s  i n d i f f e r e n t ;  i f ,  
t h e r e fo r e ,  t h e s e  h ab i t s  s e em so  t o  you ,  y ou  a r e  
n o t  t o  b e  c o n d e m n e d  b y  u s ;  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  
i f  t h ey  do  no t  a ppe a r  s o  t o  u s ,  we  o u g h t  n o t  t o  
be vexed by you.’† 

*	 Cited in Neale’s History, Part I, chap. 1.
†	 Ib. Part II., chap. 4.
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In  ma t t e r s  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e ,  t h e  Cong r eg a t i on a l  
churches  not  only profes s  ca thol ic  pr incip les ,  but  
p r a c t i c e  t h e m .  A n d  a  s q u a r e - f o o t  o f  p e r f o r m - 
a n c e  i s  wo r t h  a n  a c r e  o f  p r o f e s s i on .  Thu s  ou r  
churche s  lov ing ly  r ece ive  the  member s  o f  o the r  
evange l ica l  churches  to  occas iona l ,  and even s ta- 
ted  communion a t  the  Lord ’ s  t ab le ,  and in  other  
r e l i g iou s  o rd inance s .  We  r ece i ve  such  member s  
i n t o  ou r  own  chu r che s  w i t hou t  r eb ap t i sm :  and  
the i r  min i s t e r s  w i thout  r eord ina t ion .  We cord i - 
a l ly unite with them in associated ef fort  to extend  
the  Redeemer ’ s  k ingdom on the  ea r th .  Our  men  
and our  means  have contr ibuted to the ga ther ing  
o f  thou s and s  o f  chu rche s  wh ich  a r e  a t t a ched  to  
o t h e r  d enom in a t i on s .  Wha t  mo r e  cou l d  we  do  
to evince a  cathol ic  sp i r i t  of  f ra terna l  union with  
a l l  who ‘hold the Head,  f rom which a l l  the body,  
by  j o in t s  and  b and s  h av ing  nou r i s hmen t  m in i s - 
t e r e d ,  a n d  k n i t  t o g e t h e r ,  i n c r e a s e t h  w i t h  t h e  
increase of God?’

Ou r  chu r che s ,  i n  r e s p e c t  t o  Ca tho l i c i t y ,  w i l l  
compare  to  g rea t  advan tage  wi th  o ther  re l i g ious  
communi t i e s .  The s e ,  i n  gene r a l ,  w i l l  no t  su f f e r  
any  to  en te r ,  o r  to  cont inue  among them,  e spe- 
c i a l l y  m i n i s t e r s ,  u n l e s s  t h e y  w i l l  c o n f o r m  t o  
every  prac t i ce ,  however  unes sen t i a l ,  o r  however  
incons i s t en t  wi th  s c r ip ture  ru le .  But  we ,  on  the  
contrary,  are ready to receive from them, without 
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rebap t i sm  o r  r eo rd in a t i on ,  a l l  whom Chr i s t  h a s  
r e c e i v ed .  We  ex a c t  no  cond i t i on s  o f  t h em  bu t  
w h a t  C h r i s t  h a s  r e q u i r e d .  W e  d e m a n d  t h e i r  
a s s e n t  o n l y  t o  s u c h  p o i n t s  a s  a l l  e v a n g e l i c a l  
Chri s t ians  admit  to be vi ta l  to the fa i th,  and fun- 
d a m e n t a l  t o  s a l v a t i o n .  I n  m i n o r  p o i n t s ,  e v e r y  
one i s  le f t  to the l iberty of his  conscience, and to  
the  f r eedom o f  h i s  own judgement :  ‘ admi t t ing , ’  
a s  D r  I n c r e a s e  M a t h e r  h a s  s a i d ,  ‘ o f  a l l  t h o s e ,  
t h o u g h  i n  d i f f e r e n t  p e r s u a s i o n s  a b o u t  l e s s e r  
po int s ,  o f  whom i t  may be  judged,  in  rea sonab le  
c h a r i t y ,  t h a t  C h r i s t  h a s  r e c e i v e d  t h e m  t o  t h e  
g l o r y  o f  God . ’  To  wh i ch  be  add s  t h i s  imp re s s - 
i v e  r ema r k ;—‘Our  f ound a t i on  i s  i n  t h e s e  ho l y  
mountains!’* 

Th i s  i s  t h a t  ch i e f  g r a c e  o f  ch a r i t y  wh i ch  b id s  
u s  t o  ‘ l o v e  a l i k e ,  t hough  we  do  no t  und e r s t a n d  
a l i k e . ’  I t  t e a che s  u s  t o  exe r c i s e  t he  m i l d  j udg- 
ment  o f  Chr i s t i an  love  in  the  recep t ion  o f  such  
a s  a r e  weak  i n  t h e  f a i t h .  The  Cambr i dge  P l a t - 
f o rm  d i r e c t s ,  t h a t  ‘ s u ch  ch a r i t y  and  t ende rne s s  
i s  t o  b e  u s ed ,  a s  t h e  weake s t  Ch r i s t i a n ,  i f  s i n - 
c e r e ,  m a y  n o t  b e  e x c l u d e d  n o r  d i s c o u r a g e d .  
S e v e r i t y  o f  e x a m i n a t i o n  i s  t o  b e  a v o i d e d . ’ †  
D r  S a m u e l  M a t h e r  s a y s ; — ‘ M y  g r e a t  g r a n d - 
f a t h e r ,  t h e  ho l y  a nd  l e a r n ed  Mr  Co t t on ,  on c e 

*	 Elijah’s Mantle, p 16.
†	 Chap. XII, see. 3.
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s a i d  t o  h i s  c o n g r e g a t i o n ,  t h a t ,  i f  a n y  p e r s o n ,  
though a  poor  Indian ,  should  s tep  for th  and say ,  
“ I  l o v e  t h e  Lo r d  J e s u s  Ch r i s t  i n  s i n c e r i t y  a nd  
t ruth”,  and should te s t i fy  h i s  wi l l ingnes s  to  walk  
accord ing to  the  gospe l ,  though h i s  de fec t s  were  
g r e a t  f o r  i gno r ance  and  t h e  l i k e ,  h e  s hou l d  b e  
for admitting him to the Lord’s table.’

The  l i b e r a l  ch a r a c t e r  o f  Cong r eg a t i on a l i sm  i s  
oppo s ed  t o  a  s t r enuou s  p r e s s i ng  o f  un i f o rm i t y .  
T h e  r u l e s  o f  o u t w a r d  u n i f o r m i t y  m u s t  b e n d ,  
w h e n  n e c e s s a r y ,  t o  t h e  m a x i m s  o f  s p i r i t u a l  
u n i t y :  e v e n  a s  t h e  p r e c e p t s  o f  t h e  c e r e m o n i a l  
l aw gave  way ,  when they  occa s iona l ly  conf l i c ted  
w i t h  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  m o r a l  l a w .  ‘ W e  
r equ i r e  no  man , ’  s a y s  Mr  Co t ton ,  ‘ t o  swea r  t o  
o u r  c h u r c h  g o v e r n m e n t :  n o r  e v e r  d i d ,  t h a t  I  
k n o w .  N e i t h e r  d o  w e  s o  m u c h  a s  r e q u i r e ,  
tha t  they should profes s  the i r  approbat ion of  our  
g ov e r nmen t . ’ *  The s e  s e n t imen t s  o f  on e  whom  
Dr  Goodwin  c a l l s  ‘ t h a t  a po s t l e  o f  h i s  a g e ’ ,  a r e  
sanct ioned by his  fe l low-labourers  and fe l low-suf- 
f e r e r s .  T h u s  i n  W i n s l o w ’ s  ‘ B r i e f  N a r r a t i o n ’ ,  
numerous  examples  a re  g iven of  f ree  communion  
a s  prac t i ced  by  the  Leyden,  P lymouth and Mas s- 
a c h u s e t t s  c h u r c h e s ,  i n  t h e i r  i n t e r c o u r s e  w i t h  
o the r  r e fo rmed  churche s .  ‘ Fo r  we  eve r  p l a ced , ’ 

*	 Holinesse of Church Members, p 29.
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he  s a y s ,  ‘ a  l a r g e  d i f f e r ence  b e tween  t ho s e  t h a t  
g r o u n d e d  t h e i r  p r a c t i c e  o n  t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d ,  
though di f fer ing from us in the exposi t ion or un- 
d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  i t ,  a n d  t h o s e  t h a t  h a t e d  s u c h  
R e f o r m e r s  a n d  R e f o r m a t i o n ,  a n d  w e n t  o n  i n  
ant i-chr i s t i an oppos i t ion to i t  and per secut ion of  
i t . ’ *  Tho s e  good  men  f e l t  t h a t  t h e y ,  s o  f a r  a s  
i t  r e s t e d  w i t h  t h e m ,  w e r e  i n  f u l l  c o m m u n i o n  
w i th  a l l  t h a t  wa s  r i gh t  anywhere  in  the  Chr i s t - 
i a n  w o r l d .  A s  t h e y  p h r a s e d  i t ,  t h e y  w e r e  ‘ f o r  
every  re formed church ,  so  f a r  a s  i t  i s  re formed. ’  
They  s t e ad i l y  r epud i a t ed  t h e  ch a r g e ,  s o  i ndu s - 
t r i o u s l y  a l l e g e d  a g a i n s t  t h e m ,  o f  b e i n g  s e p a - 
r a t i s t s .  S a i d  t h e  e x c e l l e n t  J o h n  H i g g i n s o n  o f  
S a l em,  when  p reach ing  the  annua l  e l e c t ion  s e r - 
mon  i n  1 663 ;—‘The  end  o f  ou r  com ing  h i t h e r  
w a s  a  r e f o r m a t i o n  o n l y  o f  w h a t  w a s  a m i s s  o r  
d e f e c t i v e  i n  t h e  chu r che s  we  c ame  f r om :  f r om  
which  we made  no  sepa ra t ion ,  bu t  a  l o c a l  s ece s - 
s ion  on ly  in to  th i s  wi lde rne s s ,  wi th  t rue  de s i r e s  
and endeavours  a f te r  a  more fu l l  re format ion ac- 
c o r d i n g  t o  G o d ’ s  W o r d . ’ †  I n  t h e  s a m e  d i s - 
c o u r s e ,  h e  a f f i r m s ; — ‘ T h i s  w a s ,  a n d  i s ,  o u r  
c au se ,  tha t  Chr i s t  a lone  might  be  acknowledged  
by  u s ,  a s  the  on ly  Head ,  Lord ,  and  Lawgive r  in  
h i s  C h u r c h ;  t h a t  h i s  w r i t t e n  W o r d  m i g h t  b e

*	 Young’s Chronicles, p 391.
†	 The Cause of God and his people, p 11.
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a c k n o w l e d g e d  a s  t h e  o n l y  r u l e ;  t h a t  o n l y  a n d  
a l l  h i s  i n s t i t u t i on s  m i gh t  b e  ob s e r v ed  a nd  en - 
j o y ed  b y  u s ;  a nd  t h a t  w i t h  pu r i t y  a nd  l i b e r t y ,  
w i t h  p e a c e  a n d  p o w e r . ’ *  I n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h i s  
de s ign ,  our  f a the r s  d i s t ingu i shed  be tween th ing s  
n e c e s s a r y ,  a n d  s u c h  a s  w e r e  i n  t h e i r  n a t u r e  
i n d i f f e r e n t .  S o  H i g g i n s o n ,  o n  t h e  s a m e  o c c a - 
s i o n ,  t a u g h t ; — ‘ I n  m a t t e r s  d i v i n e ,  w h e r e  w e  
h a v e  a  c l e a r  c o m m a n d ,  w i t h  M o s e s ,  w e  m u s t  
no t  y ie ld  an  hoof :  bu t  in  mat te r s  human,  s t and- 
ing upon extreme r ight  may prove to be extreme  
wrong.’†

J on a t h an  Mi t che l l ,  a  k i nd r ed  s p i r i t ,  p r e a ched  
t h e  a nnu a l  e l e c t i on  s e rmon  f o r  1 6 67 .  He  t h en  
t ook  occ a s i on  to  r ema rk ;—‘The  good  o ld  non- 
con fo rm i s t s  we r e  v e r y  z e a l ou s  f o r  r e f o rma t i on ,  
and  y e t  a lway s  s t e ad f a s t  enemie s  t o  s ep a r a t i on :  
t ho s e  two  may  we l l  con s i s t ,  a nd  t h ey  l e f t  u s  a  
g ood  e x amp l e  t h e r e i n . ’ ‡  So  t oo  J ohn  No r t on ,  
and  a l l  the  o the r  Mas s achuse t t s  pa s to r s ,  in  the i r  
l e t t e r  t o  M r  D u r y ,  h a v e  s a i d ; — ‘ W e  c h o s e  
r a t h e r  t o  d ep a r t  i n t o  t h e  r emo t e  and  unknown  
coa s t s  o f  the  ea r th ,  fo r  the  s ake  o f  a  purer  wor- 
s h i p ,  t h an  t o  l i e  down  unde r  t h e  h i e r a r chy ,  i n  
the  abundance  o f  a l l  th ing s ,  bu t  wi th  the  pre ju-

*	 The Cause of God and his People, p 13.
†	 Ib. p 21.
‡	 Nehemiah on the Wall in troublous times, p 28.
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d ice  o f  con sc i ence .  Bu t  tha t  i n  f l y ing  f rom our  
coun t r y ,  we  s hou l d  r enounce  commun ion  w i th  
s u ch  chu r che s  a s  p ro f e s s  t h e  go sp e l ,  i s  a  t h i ng  
wh i ch  we  con f i d en t l y  a nd  s o l emn l y  d eny . ’ *  I f  
th i s  fo rma l  d i s c l a imer ,  to  which  they  subsc r ibed  
t h e i r  n a m e s ,  w i l l  n o t  a b s o l v e  t h e m  f r o m  t h e  
cha rge  o f  h av ing  made  a  b r e ach  in  the  c a tho l i c  
unity, then no compurgation could avail.

In  a  l e t t e r  wr i t t en  by  Ol ive r  Cromwe l l  to  the  
L o n g  P a r l i a m e n t ,  h e  s a y s ; — ‘ A l l  t h a t  b e l i e v e ,  
have  the  rea l  un i ty ,  which  i s  the  mos t  g lo r ious ;  
b e c au s e  i nwa rd  and  s p i r i t u a l ,  i n  t he  Body ,  and  
t o  t h e  H e a d .  A s  f o r  b e i n g  u n i t e d  i n  o u t w a r d  
forms, commonly cal led Uniformity, every Christ- 
i a n  w i l l  f o r  p e a c e - s a k e  s t udy  and  do ,  a s  f a r  a s  
c o n s c i e n c e  w i l l  p e r m i t .  A n d  f o r  b r e t h r e n ,  i n  
th ing s  o f  the  mind  we  look  fo r  no  compu l s ion ,  
bu t  t h a t  o f  l i gh t  and  r e a son . ’ †  The  P ro t e c to r ’ s  
m o d e r n  v i n d i c a t o r  h a s  s a i d ; — ‘ T o  C r o m w e l l ,  
p e r h ap s  a s  much  a s  a no th e r ,  o r d e r  wa s  l o v e l y ,  
a n d  d i s o r d e r  h a t e f u l ;  b u t  h e  d i s c e r n e d  b e t t e r  
than  some o ther s  wha t  o rder  and  d i so rder  rea l l y  
w e r e .  T h e  f o r e s t - t r e e s  a r e  n o t  i n  “ o r d e r ”  b e - 
c au s e  t h ey  a r e  a l l  c l i p t  i n t o  t h e  s ame  s h ape  o f  
D u t c h  d r a g o n s ,  a n d  f o r c e d  t o  d i e  o r  g r o w  i n  
t h a t  way ;  bu t  bec au s e  i n  e a ch  o f  t hem the r e  i s 

*	 Letter to Mr John Dury, p. 11.
†	 Carlisle’s Letters and Speeches of O Cromwell; Letter XV.
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the  s ame genu ine  un i ty  o f  l i f e ,  f rom the  inmos t  
p i th  to  the  ut te rmos t  l ea f ,  and they do grow ac- 
cording to that!’

We  r e j o i c e  i n  t h a t  un su rp a s s e d  c a t ho l i c i t y  o f  
ou r  chu r che s ,  wh i ch  a l l ow s  a  h appy  l i b e r t y  t o  
t h em  and  t o  t h e i r  membe r s .  And  i f  on l y  t h e r e  
be a  sp i r i tua l  and interna l  union,  why should the  
en t i re  v i s ib le  church be  hewn down to  the  dead  
l e v e l  o f  a  d u l l  u n i f o r m i t y ?  V a r i e t y  i n  u n i t y  
i s  t h e  l a w  o f  h e a v e n .  I n  G o d  h i m s e l f  i s  s e e n  
the  adorab le  mys te ry  o f  t r in i ty  in  un i ty ,  inve s t - 
i n g  h i s  ‘ l i g h t n i n g - s h r o u d e d  s e a t ’  w i t h  t h r e e - 
fo ld  g lo ry  and  ind iv i s ib l e  pe r fec t ion .  The  l iv ing  
c r e a tu r e s  a bou t  t h e  t h rone ,  v a r i ou s l y  r ep r e s en t  
d i s t inc t  powers  and v i r tues .  The burn ing se raph,  
and  ru sh ing  che rub  a re  g lo r iou s  in  the i r  s eve r a l  
make  and  mou ld .  F rom the  b r i gh t e s t  a r ch ange l  
to  the  f a i r e s t  o f  the  min i s t r an t  sp i r i t s ,  the re  a re  
many  g r a d a t i on s  o f  m i gh t  a nd  b e au t y ,  e v en  a s  
o n e  s t a r  d i f f e r e t h  f r o m  a n o t h e r .  A n d  a m o n g  
the  r an somed s a in t s  f rom ea r th ,  the re  a re  pa t r i - 
a r ch s ,  who ,  be fo r e  t he  f l ood ,  we r e  r i p en ing  i n  
w i s d o m  a n d  g r a c e  f o r  a  t h o u s a n d  y e a r s :  a n d  
w i t h  t h e s e  i s  t h e  i n f a n t  w h i c h  ‘ f e l l  o n  s l e e p ’  
w i t h  t h e  b a p t i s m a l  d e w  s t i l l  f r e s h  u p o n  i t s  
b r o w .  I n  t h a t  d a y ,  w h e n  G o d  s h a l l  ‘ m a k e  u p  
h i s  j ewe l s ’ ,  and  sh a l l  s e t  t hem in  h i s  c rown ,  i t  
w i l l  b e  g e m m e d  w i t h  a  g o r g e o u s  v a r i e t y  o f 
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precious s tones ,  not cut  to one s ize or shape,  nor  
t i n g e d  w i t h  t h e  s a m e  u n v a r y i n g  h u e .  T h e  
s a p p h i r e  s h a l l  b l a z e  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  d i a m o n d ,  
and the ruby blush between.

SECTION III.

the merits of congregationalism as respects  
scriptural spirituality.

Thi s  mode  o f  chu r ch  gove rnmen t  a f f o rd s  f u l l  
s c o p e  t o  t h e  g e n i u s  o f  o u r  r e l i g i o n .  T h e  f r e e  
sp i r i t  o f  Chr i s t i an i ty  i s  impa t i en t  o f  human f e t - 
t e r s  a n d  t r a m m e l s .  I t  d e l i g h t s  i n  b r e a k i n g  
y o k e s ,  a n d  d i s i n t h r a l l i n g  m i n d s  w h i c h  h a v e  
b e en  s ub j ug a t ed  by  s i n  and  by  wo r l d l y  u s a g e s .  
I t  c on s t i t u t i on a l l y  d i s l i k e s  t h e  c on f i n emen t  o f  
imposed  fo rms  when  they  a r e  no t  o f  d iv ine  ap- 
pointment.

T h e  g r a c e  o f  G o d  i n  t h e  h e a r t  i s  a  l e a v e n ,  
w h i c h  w o r k s  f r o m  w i t h i n  o u t w a r d s .  I t  i s  a n  
inner l i fe ,  which,  ins tead of  adapt ing i t se l f  to the  
outward shape i t  inhabi t s ,  conforms tha t  to i t se l f .  
As  the  so l id  bones  o f  the  head  f i t  themse lve s  to  
the  con fo rma t ion  o f  the  so f t  b r a in ,  so  the  ou t - 
w a r d  f o r m s  o f  o u r  r e l i g i o n  s h o u l d  t a k e  t h e i r  
shape  f rom the  an ima t ing  and  a s s imi l a t ing  sp i r i t  
w i t h i n .  A n d  t o  p u r s u e  t h e  f i g u r e , — w h e n  t h e 



	 proof-reading draft 1	 205

b r a i n  i s  d e a d ,  s o  i s  t h e  s k u l l ;  w h i c h  y e t  l o n g  
r e t a i n s  i t s  s h a p e  a f t e r  t h e  o t h e r  h a s  t u r n ed  t o  
d u s t  a n d  d i s a p p e a r e d .  E v e n  s o  a r e  a l l  t h e  
forms  o f  re l ig ion empty ,  dead  and de f i l ed ,  when  
i t s  l i f e  a n d  s p i r i t  a r e  d e p a r t e d .  T h e y  a r e  l i k e  
the  dea th ’ s  head and cros s-bones  in  the  monki sh  
c e l l s ,  f i t t e r  t o  i n s p i r e  d i s g u s t  t h a n  t o  a w a k e n  
p i e t y .  T h e y  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  c h a r n e l - h e a p s  o f  a  
lifeless and decayed religion.

The  go sp e l  ho l d s  up  s p i r i t u a l  wo r s h i p  i n  op - 
p o s i t i o n  t o  t h a t  w h i c h  i s  m e r e l y  f o r m a l ;  a n d  
therefore i t  favours  a  s imple worship,  not encum- 
b e r ed  w i t h  pompou s  ob s e r v an c e s  wh i ch  wou l d  
be l ikely to catch the mind of the worshipper, and  
de t a in  i t  in  a  ce remonia l  ne t -work .  The  anc ien t  
a t t e m p t s  t o  a d o r n  t h e  p l a i n  a p o s t o l i c  w o r s h i p  
w i t h  a  m a g n i f i c e n t  r i t u a l ,  r e s u l t e d ,  a s  M i l t o n  
s a y s ,  ‘ i n  d r a w i n g  d o w n  a l l  d i v i n e  i n t e r c o u r s e  
between God and the human soul  into an exter i- 
o r  a n d  b o d i l y  f o r m ;  t i l l  n e a r l y  a l l  t h e  i n w a r d  
p a r t s  o f  w o r s h i p ,  w h i c h  i s s u e  f r o m  t h e  n a t i v e  
s t r eng th  o f  t h e  s ou l ,  r a n  l a v i s h l y  t o  t h e  uppe r  
sk in ,  and there  hardened in to a  c rus t  o f  formal i - 
t y . ’  I t  i s  c e r t a i n ,  t h a t  t h e  Cong r e g a t i on a l  d i s - 
c ip l ine  and  wor sh ip  mus t  l angu i sh ,  so  f a r  a s  the  
p o w e r  o f  g o d l i n e s s  d e c l i n e s .  T o  m a i n t a i n  o u r  
f a ther ’ s  sy s tem in i t s  v igour  and e f f ic iency,  there  
m u s t  b e  a  h i g h  d e g r e e  o f  s p i r i t u a l i t y  i n  t h e 
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C h u r c h ,  a  p e r v a d i n g ,  v i t a l  a n d  a c t i v e  p i e t y .  
Th i s  f a c t  i s  one  ch i e f  r e commenda t i on  o f  t h a t  
s y s t em ,  and  i s  an  ev idence  o f  i t s  p r im i t i v e  and  
scriptural character.

The re  i s  a  s t rong  p ropen s i t y  i n  man  to  merge  
the l i fe and spiri t  of rel igion in its  outward forms.  
When we see  per sons  who were  once  apparent ly  
conver ted to  God under  the  s imple  mini s t r a t ions  
o f  t h e  go s p e l ,  b e t a k i ng  t h ems e l v e s  a t  l a s t  t o  a  
punc t i l i ou s  ob se rvance  o f  r i t e s  and  ce r emon ie s ,  
w e  c a n n o t  b u t  l a m e n t  t h e i r  d e g e n e r a t e  p i e t y .  
H o w  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  t h e m  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  t h e  
apost le  to those of  hi s  convert s  who were re laps- 
i n g  i n t o  J e w i s h  f o r m a l i t i e s ; — ‘ A r e  y e  s o  f o o l - 
i s h ?  h a v i n g  b e g u n  i n  t h e  S p i r i t ,  a r e  y e  n o w  
made  p e r f e c t  b y  t h e  f l e s h ? ’  May  we  e v e r  h a v e  
g r a c e  t o  e s c ape  s u ch  v a s s a l a g e ;  f o r  v a s s a l a g e  i t  
i s ,  t hough  i t s  s e r f s  a r e  so  p rone  to  be  p roud  o f  
their shackles.

O n e  o f  t h e  o l d e s t  P u r i t a n s ,  a  m a r t y r  t o  t h e  
c a u s e  o f  s p i r i t u a l  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  h a s  s a i d ; — ‘ L e t  
u s ,  fo r  the  appea s ing  and  a s su r ance  o f  our  con- 
sc iences ,  g ive  heed to  the  Word o f  God,  and by  
tha t  go lden  r eed  mea su re  our  t emp le ,  our  a l t a r ,  
and  our  wor sh ipe r s ;  even  by  the se  ru l e s  where- 
by  t h e  apo s t l e s ,  t ho s e  exce l l en t ,  p e r f e c t  wo rk - 
m e n ,  f o u n d e d  a n d  b u i l t  t h e  f i r s t  c h u r c h e s . ’ * 

*	 Barrow’s Brief Discovery, &c., 1590, p 7.
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The  B ib l e  Chr i s t i an  c annot  bu t  f ee l  a  deep ,  in- 
te re s t  in  an  ecc le s i a s t i ca l  o rder  which s tud ious ly  
s eek s  to  a r r ange  i t s e l f  ‘ a cco rd ing  to  the  pa t t e rn  
i n  t h e  m o u n t . ’  ‘ T h e  W o r d  o f  G o d , ’  s a y s  a  
modern  wr i t e r  o f  no te ,  ‘ i s  our  on ly  ru le ,  in  the  
s en se  both  o f  a  l aw and  a  s t andard ;  a  ru le  su f f i - 
c i en t ,  a s  opposed  to  a l l  de f i c i ency ;  exc lu s ive ,  a s  
r e l a t e s  t o  a ny  o t h e r  t h an  t h e  D i v i n e  au t ho r i t y  
f rom which  i t  emana te s ;  un iver s a l ,  a s  embrac ing  
a l l  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  h u m a n  a c t i o n s ;  a n d  u l t i - 
ma t e ,  a s  admi t t i ng  o f  no  appea l  f r om i t s  dec i s - 
ions.’* 

He who i s  born o f  the  Sp i r i t ,  i s  born f ree :  and  
where  the  Sp i r i t  o f  the  Lord  i s ,  there  i s  l ibe r ty .  
J e s u s  i s  t h e  g r a nd  L i b e r a t o r  o f  s ou l s ,  b r i n g i n g  
de l i ve r ance  to  the  c ap t i ve s ,  and  the  open ing  o f  
t h e  p r i s on  doo r s  t o  t h em  t h a t  a r e  bound .  The  
ch i l d r en  o f  Z ion  come  o f  no  s e rv i l e  p a r en t age :  
f o r  ‘ J e ru s a l em wh i ch  i s  a bove  i s  f r e e ,  wh i ch  i s  
t he  mo the r  o f  u s  a l l . ’  1n  sho r t ,  t he  r e l i g ion  o f  
J e s u s  i s  t h e  emanc i p a t i on  o f  t h e  s ou l .  And  s o ,  
by  a  so r t  o f  na tu r a l  nece s s i t y ,  i t  c a l l s  f o r  fo rms  
o f  gove rnmen t  a s  l i b e r a l  a nd  popu l a r  a s  d i s i n - 
t h r a l l e d  human i t y  c a n  w i s h .  T he  s p i r i t u a l  a nd  
sc r ip tura l  forms  which our  f a ther s  adopted ,  fu l ly  
meet this requisition.

*	 Protestant Nonconformity, by J Condor, 1818, II, p 318.
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I n  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  m e r i t s  o f  t h i s  a n c i e n t ,  
ca tho l i c ,  and  sp i r i tua l  sy s tem,  we mus t  not  omi t  
to speak of its practical tendencies.

We a re  l ed  to  no t i ce  the  t endency  o f  Congre- 
g a t i on a l i sm  to  en l a r g e  and  l i b e r a l i s e  t h e  he a r t .  
Pay ing  l i t t l e  rega rd  to  the  sec t a r i an  pecu l i a r i t i e s  
of  other communions,  i t  i s  the les s  apt  to overes- 
t ima t e  any  pecu l i a r i t i e s  o f  i t s  own .  Hence  i t  i s  
t h e  mo r e  r e ady  t o  en t e r  i n t o  s u ch  l e a gue s  and  
a l l iances  as  may foster  the communion of  church- 
es, without destroying their just independence.

A s  i t  w a s  b e s t  a d a p t e d  t o  t h o s e  p r i m i t i v e  
t ime s  o f  the  go spe l  where in  i t  began ,  so  wi l l  i t  
be  found be s t  adap ted  to  those  u l t ima t e  t imes  o f  
p romi s e ,  i n  wh ich  the  go spe l  sh a l l  p r eva i l  ove r  
a l l  t h e  e a r t h .  ‘ S u c h  i s  t h e  t r u l y  l i b e r a l  a n d  
ca thol ic  sp i r i t ,  which charac ter i se s  the  pr inc ip le s  
o f  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s m ,  t h a t  i f  t h e  m i l l e n n i u m  
were to commence tomorrow, there would be no  
need o f  modi fy ing  or  chang ing  any one o f  those  
p r i n c i p l e s .  I t  s e t s  u p  n o  e x c l u s i v e  t e r m s  o f  
commun ion ;  i t  i n s i s t s  upon  no  ou twa rd  f o rms ,  
o r  une s s en t i a l  r i gh t s  a s  cond i t i on s  o f  Chr i s t i an  
f e l l ow sh i p .  I t  r e c e i v e s  a l l ,  whom th e r e  i s  e v i - 
d e n c e  t o  b e l i e v e  C h r i s t  h a s  r e c e i v e d .  O n  t h i s  
g round ,  ou r  chu r che s  w i t hou t  r e l i nqu i s h i ng  o r  
a l t e r ing  any  one  p r inc ip l e  o f  the i r  o rgan i s a t ion ,  
o r  po l i t y ,  m igh t  admi t  to  the i r  communion  the 
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whole world,  converted to Chris t ,  and extend the  
hand  o f  f e l lowsh ip  to  a l l  Chr i s t i an s  o f  wha tever  
n ame  o r  denomina t ion .  Bu t  on  the  p r inc ip l e  o f  
t h e  E p i s c o p a l i a n s ,  t h e  m i l l e n n i u m  c a n  n e v e r  
come t i l l  the whole  wor ld  become Epi scopa l i ans ;  
and on the  pr inc ip le  o f  the  Bapt i s t s ,  the  mi l l en- 
nium can never come ti l l  the whole world become  
Bapt i s t s ;  and on the  pr inc ip le  o f  the  Pap i s t s ,  the  
mi l l ennium can never  come t i l l  the  whole  wor ld  
b e c o m e  P a p i s t s :  b u t  o n  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  t h e  
Congrega t iona l i s t s ,  the  mi l l enn ium may come a t  
any t ime,  and they be prepared to enter  in to the  
sp i r i t  o f  i t ,  and embrace in the arms of  Chri s t i an  
f e l l ow sh i p ,  a l l  who  l ov e  t h e  Lo rd  J e s u s  Ch r i s t  
in  s incer i ty  and t ruth,  however  much they might  
differ in certain points of form and ceremony.’* 

Cong r e g a t i on a l i sm  ch e r i s h e s  pub l i c  s p i r i t ,  o r  
tha t  d i spos i t ion which prompts  men to  exer t ions  
a n d  s a c r i f i c e s  f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l  g o o d .  W h a t e v e r  
happy pre-eminence  New Eng land may en joy ,  i s  
owing to the public spir i t  di f fused throughout her  
p o p u l a t i o n .  A n d  i t  h a s  b e e n  d i f f u s e d  m a i n l y  
by the inf luence of  that  eccles ias t ica l  order which  
make s  eve ry  member  o f  the  church  f ee l  tha t  he  
h a s  s ome th i n g  t o  do  f o r  o t h e r s ,  a s  we l l  a s  f o r 

*	 T r i b u t e  t o  t h e  m e m o r y  o f  t h e  P i l g r i m s ,  b y  J o e l  H a w e s ,  D D ,  
p 87, 88.
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h i m s e l f .  T h i s  i s  f r o m  t h e  r e m o t e r  s o u r c e  
whence  a re  de r ived  tho se  ac t s  o f  amp le  muni f i - 
c e n c e  f o r  w h i c h  N e w  E n g l a n d  i s  f a m e d .  T h e  
generous  benefac t ions  o f  ind iv idua l s  and o f  con- 
gregat ions to promote educat ion,  benef icence and  
p ie ty  a t  home and abroad,  are  chie f ly  emanat ions  
f rom the  deep- s e a t ed  sp r ing s  wh i ch  ou r  chu rch  
po l i ty  ha s  opened.  Thi s  i s  the  rod of  God which  
smi te s  the rock,  and causes  s t reams to gush for th  
in the desert, and make it glad.

I t  i s  obv ious  tha t  such a  church po l i ty  e leva te s  
the  popula r  r ight s ,  and f avour s  c iv i l  l iber ty ,  and  
impar t s  the  capac i ty  to  ma in t a in  i t .  Peop le  who  
h ave  been  b r ed  to  s e l f - gove rnmen t  i n  an  i nde- 
penden t  church  a r e  compe ten t  to  gove rn  them- 
s e l v e s  i n  a  f r e e  c o m m o n w e a l t h .  A  p e o p l e  s o  
t r a ined mus t  f ee l  an  equa l  aver s ion to  de spot i sm  
a n d  t o  a n a r c h y .  T h e y  c a n  h a v e  n o  s y m p a t h y  
wi th  e i ther .  They  wi l l  be  the  sworn foe s  o f  op- 
p r e s s i o n ,  a n d  t h e  f a s t  f r i e n d s  o f  o r d e r .  T h e  
sense  o f  ind iv idua l  re spons ib i l i ty  which has  been  
a roused in  the  church-meet ing ,  wi l l  not  s l eep in  
t h e  t o w n - m e e t i n g .  I t  w i l l  e v e r  b e  a  w a k e f u l  
s e n t i n e l  b y  t h e  wa t ch - f i r e s  o f  f r e edom .  I t  wa s  
on  t h e i r  s y s t em  o f  i n d ep enden t  c hu r ch e s ,  t h a t  
our  fore fa thers  based the pol i t ica l  l iber t ie s  of  the  
c o u n t r y .  A n d  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  w h i c h  t h e y  l a i d 
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ha s  s tood  f i rm a s  the  g r an i t e  h i l l s .  And  so  long  
a s  t h a t  s y s t e m  o f  i n d e p e n d e n t  c h u r c h e s  s h a l l  
predominate  in  the  l and,  so  long wi l l  i t  be  mor- 
a l l y  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  a s p i r i n g  h i e r a r c h s  t o  t r e a d  
religious freedom in the dust.

F r e e d o m  o f  i n q u i r y  a f t e r  t r u t h  i s  e m i n e n t l y  
p r omo t ed  b y  Cong r e g a t i on a l i sm .  I t  t e l l s  e v e r y  
man tha t  he  i s  per sona l ly  re spons ib le  to  God for  
knowing  the  t ru th .  I t  t e l l s  h im ,  th a t  he  c anno t  
throw of f  h i s  re spons ib i l i ty  on pope or  patr iarch,  
on proud pre la te or  p la in pas tor ,  on the l iv ing or  
t he  dead .  The  mind  once  s t i r r ed  up  to  inve s t i - 
g a t ion ,  w i l l  neve r  more  l i e  down submi s s i ve  to  
the  d i c t a t e s  o f  au thor i t y .  ‘Human  r e a son ,  when  
the  f i t  o f  f ree  inqui ry  i s  upon i t ,  i s  in  t ruth l ike  
a  wi ld  bea s t ;  the  sma l l e r  the  c age  in  which  you  
con f i ne  i t ,  t h e  more  f i e r c e l y  i t  w i l l  r a ge . ’  The  
w i s e r  cou r s e  i s ,  t o  p l a c e  t h e  t r u th  f u l l y  i n  t h e  
way ,  and  then  g ive  fu l l  s cope  to  the  speake r .  I f  
he  be  seek ing  s incere ly ,  he  wi l l  soon c lo se  wi th  
the obvious  t ruths  which wi l l  meet  him on every  
s ide .  I f  he  be  not  s incere  in  h i s  seek ing ,  he  wi l l  
a t  l ea s t ,  e scape  the  deeper  deba sement  o f  an  en- 
f o r c e d  a nd  g r ov e l l i n g  h ypoc r i s y .  God  h im s e l f ,  
a l l -power fu l  a s  he  i s ,  w in s  the  hea r t  by  pe r sua- 
sion rather than by force.

I n  e x e m p l i f y i n g  t h e  l i b e r a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  o u r 
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p r i n c i p l e s ,  w e  c a n n o t  h e l p  q u o t i n g  t h e  w e l l - 
known fa rewel l  addre s s  o f  John Robinson to  the  
P l y m o u t h  c o l o n i s t s .  ‘ H e  w a s  v e r y  c o n f i d e n t  
t h a t  t h e  Lo rd  h ad  mo r e  t r u t h  a nd  l i g h t  y e t  t o  
break for th out  of  h i s  holy Word.  He took occa- 
s ion  a l so  mi se r ab ly  to  bewa i l  the  s t a t e  and  con- 
d i t i o n  o f  t h e  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h e s ,  w h o  w e r e  
come  to  a  pe r iod  in  r e l i g ion ,  and  wou ld  go  no  
f u r the r  t h an  the  i n s t rumen t s  o f  t he i r  Re fo rma- 
t i o n .  A s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  L u t h e r a n s ,  t h e y  
cou ld  no t  b e  d r awn  to  go  beyond  wha t  Lu the r  
s a w ;  f o r  w h a t e v e r  p a r t  o f  G o d ’ s  w i l l  h e  h a d  
f u r t h e r  imp a r t e d  a nd  r e v e a l e d  t o  Ca l v i n ,  t h e y  
w i l l  r a t h e r  d i e  t h a n  e m b r a c e  i t .  A n d  s o  a l s o ,  
s a i t h  h e ,  y o u  s e e  t h e  C a l v i n i s t s ,  t h e y  s t i c k  
w h e r e  h e  l e f t  t h e m ;  a  m i s e r y  m u c h  t o  b e  
l amen t ed ;  f o r  t hough  they  we r e  p r e c i ou s  s h in - 
i n g  l i g h t s  i n  t h e i r  t i m e s ,  y e t  G o d  h a d  n o t  
r evea l ed  h i s  who le  wi l l  to  them;  and  were  they  
n o w  l i v i n g ,  s a i t h  h e ,  t h e y  w o u l d  b e  a s  r e a d y  
and wi l l ing to embrace fur ther  l ight ,  a s  that  they  
h a d  r e c e i v e d .  H e r e  a l s o  b e  p u t  u s  i n  m i n d  o f  
o u r  c h u r c h  c o v e n a n t ,  a t  l e a s t  t h a t  p a r t  o f  i t  
w h e r e b y  w e  p r o m i s e  a n d  c o v e n a n t  w i t h  G o d  
and  one  another ,  to  rece ive  wha t soever  l i gh t  o r  
t ru th  sha l l  be  made  known to  u s  f rom h i s  wr i t - 
t en  Word ;  bu t  w i tha l  exhor t ed  u s  to  t ake  heed  
what  we received for  t ruth,  and wel l  to examine, 
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and  compare  i t  and  we igh  i t  w i th  o the r  Sc r ip t - 
u r e s  o f  t r u t h  b e f o r e  we  r e c e i v ed  i t .  Fo r ,  s a i t h  
he ,  i t  i s  not  pos s ib le  the  Chr i s t i an  wor ld  shou ld  
come  so  l a t e l y  ou t  o f  s u ch  t h i ck  an t i - ch r i s t i a n  
d a rkne s s ,  and  tha t  f u l l  pe r f e c t ion  o f  knowledge  
s h o u l d  b r e a k  f o r t h  a t  o n c e . ’ *  T h e s e  n o b l e  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  g i v e n  b y  t h e  L e y d e n  p a s t o r ,  h a v e  
been gros s ly  perver ted to sanct ion a  recept ion of  
e r r o r s  wh i ch  t h a t  g r e a t  man  h ad  ex amined  and  
r e j e c t e d  l o n g  b e f o r e .  E v e n  i n  h i s  d a y ,  s o  f a r  
f r om  be i ng  r e g a r d ed  a s  ‘ n ew  l i gh t ’ ,  t h e y  we r e  
renounced as ‘old darkness’.

We  have  ano the r  examp le  o f  t he  l i be r a l  cha r - 
a c t e r  o f  P u r i t a n i s m ,  w h i c h  i s  n o t  l e s s  n o b l e  
than  Robin son ’ s  addre s s ,  and  i s  no t  so  l i ab l e  to  
be  wres ted in to a  p lea  for  the  adopt ion of  e r ror .  
I t  o c c u r s  i n  t h e  d e d i c a t i o n  o f  J o h n  N o r t o n ’ s  
‘ O r t h o d o x  E v a n g e l i s t ’ ; — ‘ E v e n  f u n d a m e n t a l  
t ru th s ,  which  have  been  the  s ame in  a l l  genera- 
t ions ,  have  been ,  and sha l l  be ,  t r an smi t ted  more  
c l e a r  f r om age  t o  a g e  i n  t h e  t ime s  o f  r e f o rma- 
t i o n ;  u n t i l  t h a t  w h i c h  i s  p e r f e c t  i s  c o m e ,  a n d  
t h a t  w h i c h  i s  i m p e r f e c t  b e  d o n e  a w a y .  T h e  
t ru th  he ld  fo r th  i s  the  s ame ;  though  wi th  more  
o f  Chr i s t ,  and  l e s s  o f  man .  Such  add i t i on  i s  no 

*	 Gov. Winslow’s Report in Young’s chronicles, p 396. 



214	 the life of john cotton

innov a t i on ,  bu t  a n  i l l u s t r a t i on :  no t  n ew  l i gh t ,  
b u t  n e w  s i g h t . ’  A n d  s u c h  h a s  b e e n  t h e  c a s e .  
Theo log i an s ,  w i thou t  t ampe r ing  w i th  wha t  ou r  
f o r e f a t h e r s  h e l d  t o  b e  f u n d a m e n t a l  a r t i c l e s  o f  
f a i t h ,  h a v e  g r e a t l y  imp roved  t h e  mode  o f  p r e - 
s e n t i n g  a n d  i l l u s t r a t i n g  t h e  a r t i c l e s  o f  t h e i r  
b e l i e f .  T h e y  h a v e  n o t  c h a n g e d  t h e  m i r r o r :  
b u t  b y  r a i s i n g  i t s  p o l i s h ,  i t  r e f l e c t s  a  c l e a r e r  
image of the truth.

A s  G o v e r n o r  W i n s l o w  o n c e  r e m a r k e d ,  ‘ t h e  
p r im i t i v e  chu r che s  a r e  t h e  on l y  p a t t e r n  wh i ch  
the  churche s  o f  Chr i s t  in  New Eng l and  have  in  
t he i r  eye ,  no t  f o l l ow ing  Lu the r ,  Ca l v in ,  Knox ,  
A in swor th ,  Rob in son ,  Ames ,  o r  any  o the r ,  fu r - 
t h e r  t h an  t h ey  f o l l ow  Chr i s t  a nd  h i s  a po s t l e s . ’  
M r  C o t t o n ,  n o  l e s s  t h a n  t h e  g o o d  R o b i n - 
s on ,  l amen t e d  t h e  d i s po s i t i on  o f  t h e  r e f o rmed  
churche s  in  Europe  to  keep  a t  a  s t ay  ju s t  where  
the i r  r e fo rmer s  l e f t  them,  r a the r  sh r ink ing  back  
than  go ing  fu r the r  in  the  pa th  o f  improvement .  
The s e  a r e  s ome  o f  h i s  wo rd s ;—‘Who  knowe th  
not ,  they  have  a l l  been  more  s tud ious  and  tena- 
c i ou s  o f  wha t  f o rm  the  doc t r i n e ,  and  wo r sh i p ,  
and  d i s c ip l ine  wa s  l e f t  un to  them,  than  inqu i s i - 
t i v e  a f t e r  f u r t h e r  l i g h t ;  y e a ,  s o m e t i m e s  m o r e  
i n c l i n a b l e  t o  l o o k  b a c k  u n t o  E g y p t ,  t h a n  t o  
h a s t en  t owa rd  Can a an ?—See i ng  ou r  f a i t h  r e s t -
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e t h  o n l y  o n  t h e  W o r d  o f  t h e  L o r d ,  a n d  h i s  
S p i r i t  b r e a t h i n g  t h e r e i n ;  a n d  t h e  W o r d  h a t h  
p romi s ed  t h a t  more  and  more  l i gh t  s h a l l  b r e ak  
f o r t h  i n  t h e s e  t i m e s ,  t i l l  A n t i c h r i s t  b e  u t t e r l y  
con founded  and  abo l i s h ed ;  we  sh a l l  s i n  a g a i n s t  
the  grace  and worth o f  Truth ,  i f  we conf ine  our  
t ru th  to  the  d iv ine s  o f  p re sent  or  former  age s . ’*  
T h i s  b r e a t h e s  t h e  f r e e  s p i r i t  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  
w h i c h  c a n  b e  c o n f i n e d  t o  n o  n a r r o w e r  l i m i t s  
than the infinite fullness of eternal truth.

Our fore fa ther s  f avoured the  same pr inc ip le s  o f  
gove rnment  bo th  in  church  and  s t a t e .  I t  i s  s a i d  
tha t  democracy  nece s s a r i l y  runs  in to  a r i s tocracy ,  
becau se ,  the  execu t ive  power  mus t  f a l l  i n to  the  
hands  o f  a  f ew.  But  our  fo re f a the r s  de s i r ed  tha t  
thi s  ar i s tocracy should not  res t  upon the accident  
of birth, nor the circumstance of wealth, but upon  
the  pe r sona l  me r i t  o f  i nd iv idua l s .  They  de s i r ed  
s o  t o  o rde r  t he  Church  and  S t a t e ,  t h a t ,  by  t he  
n a tu r a l  cou r s e  o f  even t s ,  w i s dom and  goodne s s  
s hou ld  r i s e  t o  t he i r  p rope r  e l ev a t i on ,  and  h ave  
the i r  proport iona l  a scendancy in  the d i rec t ion of  
a f f a i r s .  Wha t  Gove rno r  Win th rop  d e s i r e d ,  wa s  
t o  h a v e  t h e  a dm in i s t r a t i on  c on s i g n ed  i n t o  t h e 

*	 A Modest and Clear Answer, &c., 1642, chapter X.
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hands  of  the bes t  of  the people ,  and of  the wise s t  
o f  t he s e .  Th i s  s cheme  r emind s  u s  o f  t he  p rom- 
ise which Ion exacted from his senate;—

	 Promise, if I leave 
No issue, that the sovereign power shall live 
In the affections of the general heart, 
And in the wisdom of the best.

I t  may  b e  s a i d ,  t h a t  t h i s  s ound s  v e r y  we l l  i n  
t h eo r y  o r  i n  poe t r y ;  bu t  c anno t  b e  comp l e t e l y  
a t t a i n e d  i n  p r a c t i c e .  T o  t h i s  w e  a n s w e r ,  t h a t  
o u r  f a t h e r s  w e r e  ‘ n o t  o f  t h o s e  w h o  d r e a m  o f  
p e r f e c t i o n  i n  t h i s  w o r l d . ’  B u t  t h e y  s e t  t h e i r  
s t a nd a rd  o f  p e r f e c t i on  h i gh ,  and  s ough t  t o  a p - 
proximate to it as nearly as they could.

A n d  h o w  d i d  t h e y  e x p e c t  t o  m a k e  t h e  s o v - 
e r e i g n  p o w e r  r e s i d e  ‘ i n  t h e  w i s d o m  o f  t h e  
b e s t ’ ,  w h e n  e v e r y  t h i n g  w a s  l e f t  d e p e n d i n g  
u p o n  t h e  p o p u l a r  e l e c t i o n s ?  T h e y  s o u g h t  t o  
e f f ec t  th i s  r e su l t ,  by  mak ing  the  peop le  s ee  tha t  
the i r  own in t e r e s t  r equ i r ed  i t  shou ld  be  so .  To  
b r i n g  t h e  p e o p l e  a t  l a r g e  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  
t ru th ,  tha t  the i r  in tere s t s  requi red tha t  the  pow- 
er s  o f  government  should he lodged in the hands  
o f  ‘ the  wi se s t  o f  the  be s t ’ ,  our  f a ther s  depended  
u p o n  t h e  s c h o o l  m a s t e r  a n d  t h e  m i n i s t e r .  I n  
other  words ,  they would have the people  t ra ined  
up  to  an  in t e l l i gen t  p i e ty ,  wh ich  wou ld ,  a lmos t 
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with cer ta inty ,  so  use  the e lec t ive  f ranchi se ,  tha t  
the best  qual i f ied men should be chosen to off ice.  
H e n c e  t h e i r  z e a l  f o r  e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  e a r l y  
provis ion they made for the col lege,  and common  
a nd  g r amma r  s c hoo l s .  Th a t  t h e  who l e  body  o f  
t h e  peop l e  s hou ld  be  educ a t ed  wa s  e s s en t i a l  t o  
t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  t h e o r y .  F o r  t h e  
s ame  r e a son  d id  they  t ake  such  anx iou s  c a r e  to  
p r o v i d e  f o r  a n  a b l e  a n d  o r t h o d o x  m i n i s t r y .  
They would  a l low no town to  be  se t t l ed ,  except  
by a  number competent  to form a church,  and to  
su s t a in  a  min i s t e r  o f  the  go spe l .  Hence  too  the  
l aws  which  requ i red  a l l  the  peop le  to  a t t end  on  
pub l i c  wo r sh i p .  A l l  t h i s  wa s  done  w i t h  a  v i ew  
to  accompl i sh  the object  o f  the i r  soc ia l  compact ,  
b y  t r a i n i n g  u p  a  p e o p l e  w h o  s h a l l  h a v e  g o o d  
s e n s e  a nd  good  f e e l i n g  e nough  t o  c ommi t  t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  p o w e r  t o  t h e  w i s e s t  a n d  b e s t  m e n  
among  t h ems e l v e s .  The  s u c c e s s  o f  ou r  f a t h e r s ’  
p l a n s  h a s ,  i n  a  g o o d  m e a s u r e ,  j u s t i f i e d  t h e i r  
theo ry  o f  gove rnment ,  and  mos t  o f  the i r  me th- 
ods of securing its beneficial operation.

I n  r e v i e w ing  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e i r  l a bou r s ,  ou r  
f ee l ing s  a re  d iv ided be tween exu l t a t ion over  the  
happy  f ru i t s  o f  the i r  p a in s ,  and  so r row o f  hea r t  
tha t  so  much  o f  the  good  s eed  they  p l an ted  ha s 
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f a i l e d  t o  r i p e n .  G r e a t  h a s  b e e n  t h e  m e a s u r e ,  
bo th  o f  succe s s ,  and  o f  d i s appo in tmen t .  And  a s  
e a c h ,  i n  r a p i d  a l t e r n a t i o n ,  h a s  e n g a g e d  o u r  
thoughts,

A wild and variant blast our bugles sent, 
Wandering ’twixt notes of triumph and lament.

But  a f te r  making every  a l lowance for  numerous  
p a r t i a l  f a i l u r e s  o f  t h e i r  s c h e m e s ,  t h e  g r a n d  
s o c i a l  a n d  m o r a l  e x p e r i m e n t  o f  o u r  P u r i t a n  
f a t h e r s  h a s  b e e n  b l e s s e d  w i t h  e m i n e n t  p r o s - 
p e r i t y .  I t  i s  t r u e ,  t h a t  many  t a r e s  a r e  g r ow ing  
in  the  f i e ld ,  bu t  g rea t  w i l l  be  the  whea ten  ha r - 
v e s t  t h a t  s h a l l  b e  r e a p e d .  T h e  w o r l d  c a n n o t  
tu rn  up  to  the  f ace  o f  day ,  fo r  the  sun  to  sh ine  
u pon ,  a  r e g i on  mo r e  f l o u r i s h i n g  a nd  f a i r  t h a n  
o u r s .  S u r e l y  G o d  ‘ h a t h  n o t  d e a l t  s o  w i t h  a n y  
nation.’ To his name be all the praise!

B u t  t h e  c h i e f  r e w a r d  o f  o u r  f a t h e r s ’  p i o u s  
t o i l s  i s  y e t  t o  c o m e .  T h e y  l o o k e d  f o r  m o r e  
t h a n  e a r t h  c a n  g i v e ;  t h e y  e x p e c t e d  a l l  t h a t  
h e a v e n  c a n  g r a n t .  T h e y  a r e  n o t  d o o m e d  t o  
d i s a p p o i n t m e n t .  T h e y  s h a l l  o b t a i n  t h e  p r i z e  
t hey  sough t ,  on  the  s a i n t s ’  co rona t ion-day .  Oh  
t h en ,—when  the  ho s t s  o f  h e aven  sh a l l  b e  ma r - 
sha l l ed  in  the i r  b r i gh t  a r r ay ,  when  the  un ive r s e  
o f  G o d  s h a l l  b e  a s s e m b l e d  t o  t h e  s i g h t ,  w h e n  
‘ a l l  t h e  pomp  and  p r od i g a l i t y  o f  h e a v en ’  s h a l l 
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be  l av i shed  for th  to  g race  the  scene ,—whi le  an- 
g e l  t r umpe t s  a nd  c e l e s t i a l  h a r p s  s h a l l  r i n g  ou t  
the i r  melodious  thunder ings ,  whi le  jub i l an t  a l l e- 
l u i a s ,  l i k e  t h e  s u r g e s  o f  t h e  vo i c e f u l  s e a ,  s h a l l  
b u r s t  i n  a l l  t h e  t u m u l t  o f  d e l i g h t , — t h e n  s h a l l  
tho se  ho ly  men rece ive  the i r  t r iumpha l  ga r l and s  
w h o s e  a m a r a n t h i n e  w r e a t h s  s h a l l  n e v e r  f a d e  
a w a y .  R o b e d  i n  l i g h t ,  a n d  t h r o n e d  i n  g l o r y ,  
t h e y  s h a l l  r e i gn  w i t h  t h e  Son  o f  God  f o r e v e r - 
more.



CHAPTER VIII.
Difficulties in the way of our forefathers. Relation between Church  

and State. Abstract of Mosaic laws. Codification of laws. Rela- 
tion between the ministers and the magistrates. Mr Norton.  
Mr Cotton’s sermon. Letter to Lord Say and Seal. First associ- 
ation of ministers. Mode of supporting the ministry. Public  
spirit of those times. Roger Williams banished. Controversy  
between him and Mr Cotton. Revival of religion in First Church.  
Church discipline. Anne Hutchinson. The Antinomian contro- 
versy. John Wheelwright. Sir Henry Vane. Mr Cotton impli- 
cated. Discovers the deceptions practiced upon him. Regains his  
good standing. General Court. Offence at Mr Wilson’s sermon.  
Offence at Mr Cotton’s speech. Rowland Hill. Mr Wheelwright  
condemned. First synod held in New England. Eighty errors  
condemned. Mr Wheelwright banished. Mrs Hutchinson ad- 
monished. She recants .  She relapses .  I s  excommunicated.  
Banished. Her unhappy end. Mr Cotton writes against Mr  
Barnard and Mr Ball of England.

The  en t e rp r i s e  i n  wh i ch  ou r  f a t h e r s  we r e  he r e  
engaged ,  when Mr Cot ton jo ined them,  was  one  
o f  g r e a t  d i f f i cu l t y ,  a s  we l l  a s  g r e a t  impor t ance .  
They had some genera l  idea s ,  der ived f rom the i r  
sacred orac le ,  the Bible ,  of  the nature of  the f ree  
g o v e r n m e n t ,  i n  t h e  C h u r c h  a n d  i n  t h e  S t a t e ,  
w h i c h  t h e y  w i s h e d  t o  s e t  u p .  B u t  t h e y  w e r e  
so re ly  pe rp lexed  in  t ry ing  to  reduce  those  idea s  
i n t o  p r a c t i c a l  f o rm s .  I t  w a s  a  nov e l  unde r t a k -
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i n g .  The y  h a d  no  e xp e r i e n c e  o f  o t h e r  men  t o  
g u i d e  t h e m .  T h e y  w e r e  p i o n e e r s .  T h e y  w e r e  
t o  s t r i k e  o u t  a  n e w  p a t h ,  t h r o u g h  j u n g l e  a n d  
t h rough  f o r e s t ,  t o  r e a ch  t h e  h i gh  and  g l o r i ou s  
r e s u l t s  t o w a r d  w h i c h  t h e y  w e r e  l o o k i n g .  B u t ,  
a t  the  ou t s e t ,  they  were  themse lve s  con fu sed  in  
the  in t r ica te  and untrave l led maze .  They were  a t  
a  lo s s  to  f ind  the  due  bea r ing s  and  proper  s t a r t - 
ing points.

A t  th i s  junc tu re  Mr  Cot ton  came to  the i r  a id .  
To  t h em  he  s e emed  l i k e  t h a t  o t h e r  J ohn ,  who  
wa s  t h e  Lo rd ’ s  h e r a l d :—‘ the  vo i c e  o f  one  c r y - 
ing in the wi lderness ,  “Prepare ye the way of  the  
Lord, make his paths straight.”’

He  neve r  a t t a i ned  to  t he  g r e a t  conc lu s i on ,  t o  
which the present  age has  come, that  there ought  
t o  be  an  e n t i r e  s ep a r a t i on  o f  Church  and  S t a t e .  
Bu t  h e  l e d  t h e  way  t o  i t ,  b y  t a k i ng  a  po s i t i on  
much nea re r  to  i t  than  tha t  which  was  then  oc- 
cup i ed  by  the  Chr i s t i an  wor ld .  He  t augh t ,  t h a t  
t h e  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  power  i s  t o t a l l y  d i s t i n c t  f r om  
the c iv i l  power ;  and that ,  though they be c lose ly  
c o n n e c t e d ,  t h e y  a r e  n e v e r  t o  b e  c o n f o u n d e d .  
Th i s  d i s t inc t ion  prepa red  the  way  fo r  the i r  s ep- 
a r a t i o n .  M r  C o t t o n  t h u s  e x p r e s s e d  h i m s e l f  o n  
t h e  s u b j e c t .  ‘ G o d ’ s  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e 
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g o v e r n m e n t  o f  c h u r c h  a n d  c o m m o n w e a l t h  b e ,  
may  be  c l o s e  and  compac t ,  and  coo rd in a t e  one  
t o  ano the r ,  and  y e t  no t  con founded .  God  h a th  
s o  f r amed  t h e  s t a t e  o f  c hu r ch  gove rnmen t  a nd  
o rd inance s ,  tha t  they  may  be  compa t ib l e  to  any  
commonweal th,  though never so much disordered  
i n  h i s  f r a m e .  B u t  y e t  w h e n  a  c o m m o n w e a l t h  
ha th  l iber ty  to  mould  h i s  own f rame,  I  conce ive  
t h e  S c r i p t u r e  h a t h  g i v en  f u l l  d i r e c t i on  f o r  t h e  
r i gh t  o rder ing  o f  the  s ame,  and  ye t  in  such  so r t  
a s  m a y  b e s t  m a i n t a i n  t h e  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  t h e  
c hu r ch .  Mr  Hooke r  do t h  o f t e n  quo t e  a  s a y i n g  
out  o f  Mr Car twr ight ,  though I  have  not  read i t  
in  h im,  tha t  no  man f a sh ione th  h i s  house  to  h i s  
h a n g i n g s ,  b u t  h i s  h a n g i n g s  t o  h i s  h o u s e .  I t  i s  
b e t t e r  t h a t  t h e  commonwea l t h  b e  f a s h i oned  t o  
t h e  s e t t i n g  f o r t h  o f  God ’ s  hou s e ,  wh i ch  i s  h i s  
chu rch ,  th an  to  a ccommoda te  the  church  f r ame  
to the civil state.’* 

In  fo l lowing  ou t  the se  s en t iment s ,  the  co lony ,  
w h e r e  ‘ t h e  c o m m o n w e a l t h  h a d  t h a t  l i b e r t y  t o  
mould  i t s  own f rame’ ,  cou ld  not  f a i l  to  conform  
t o  t h e  r e p u b l i c a n i s m  o f  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  
church polity in which our fathers believed.

*	 Hutchinson’s History of Massachusetts, vol. 1, p 437.
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A s  a l l  t h e  f r e emen  o f  t h i s  n ew-bo rn  r epub l i c  
we r e  chu r ch  membe r s ,  i t  wa s  t hough t  t h a t  t h e  
law of  God ought to be their  rule in c ivi l  a f fa i r s .  
The  Gene r a l  Cour t  de s i r ed  Mr  Co t ton  to  d r aw  
up  a n  a b s t r a c t  o f  t h e  l aw s  o f  Mo s e s ,  om i t t i n g  
s u c h  a s  w e r e  o f  t e m p o r a r y  o b l i g a t i o n ,  a n d  i n  
the i r  n a tu re  pecu l i a r  to  the  J ewi sh  po l i t y .  Th i s  
se rv ice  he  per formed,  and the  f ru i t  o f  h i s  l abour  
w a s  m a n y  y e a r s  a f t e r  p r i n t e d  a t  L o n d o n  b y  
W i l l i a m  A s p i n w a l l ,  i n  1 6 5 5 .  F r o m  t h i s  t r a n s - 
a c t i on  some  ma l i c iou s  j oke r  h a s  t aken  occa s ion  
to  say ,  that  our  fa ther s  voted that  they would be  
gove rned  by  the  l aws  o f  Mose s ,  t i l l  t h ey  cou ld  
f i n d  t i m e  t o  m a k e  b e t t e r .  T h e  j e s t e r  h a d  p e r - 
s ona l  rea sons ,  no doubt ,  for  d i s l ik ing  the  Mosa ic  
l eg i s l a t ion ,  which  i s  ve ry  severe  upon s l anderer s  
a n d  s u c h  a s  b e a r  f a l s e  w i t n e s s .  M r  D a v e n p o r t  
g ive s  the  fo l lowing  cor rec t  a ccount  o f  the  ma t - 
t e r .  ‘ C o n s i d e r i n g  t h a t  t h e s e  p l a n t a t i o n s  h a d  
l iber ty  to  mould  the i r  c iv i l  o rder  in to  tha t  fo rm  
which they should f ind to be bes t  for  themselves ,  
a nd  t h a t  h e r e  t h e  chu r che s  and  commonwea l t h  
a r e  c omp l an t ed  t o g e t h e r  i n  ho l y  coven an t  a nd  
f e l l owsh ip  w i th  God  in  Chr i s t  J e su s ,  he  d id ,  a t  
t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  C o u r t  i n  t h e  B a y ,  
draw an abs t rac t  o f  the  l aws  o f  judgement  de l iv-
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ered  f rom God  by  Mose s  to  the  commonwea l th  
o f  I s r a e l ,  s o  f a r  f o r th  a s  t hey  a r e  o f  mo r a l ,  t h a t  
i s ,  o f  p e rpe tu a l  and  un i ve r s a l  equ i t y  among  a l l  
na t ion s ,  e spec i a l l y  such  a s  the se  p l an t a t ion s  a re :  
w h e r e i n  h e  a d v i s e d  t h a t  T h e o c r a c y ,  t h a t  i s ,  
God ’ s  gove rnment ,  m igh t  be  e s t ab l i shed ,  a s  the  
be s t  fo rm o f  government ,  where  the  peop le  tha t  
choose c iv i l  ru ler s  a re  God’ s  people  in ,  covenant  
with him.’* 

M r  C o t t o n ’ s  a b s t r a c t  w a s  n o t  a d o p t e d .  A n o - 
ther  drawn upon the same genera l  pr incip les ,  but  
wi th  numerous  dev ia t ions ,  some o f  them impor- 
t an t ,  ob t a ined  the  p re f e r ence .  I t  wa s  p r in t ed  in  
London  i n  1 6 41 ,  a nd  h a s  b e en  s uppo s ed  t o  b e  
t h e  j o i n t  l a b o u r  o f  M r  C o t t o n  a n d  S i r  H e n r y  
Vane.† 

Th i s  wa s  s oon  supe r s eded  by  ano the r  body  o f  
l aw s  o f  t h e  s ame  g ene r a l  ch a r a c t e r ;  bu t  w i t h  a  
much  be t t e r  a r r angement .  I t  i s  r emarkab l e ,  tha t  
the s ta tutory sys tem which was  eventua l ly  adopt- 
e d ,  wa s  a  code  o f  l aw s  s y s t ema t i c a l l y  a r r a nged  
u n d e r  o n e  h u n d r e d  h e a d s .  I t  h a s  b e e n  o n e  o f  
the  ch ie f  commenda t ions  o f  the  mighty  mind  o f 

*	 F rom a  manu s c r i p t  l i f e  o f  J ohn  Co t ton  by  Mr  Davenpo r t ,  quo t ed  
in Hutchinson’s Original Papers, p 161.

†	 Reprinted Massachusetts Hist. Soc. Collec., 1st Series, vol. V. p 171, &c.
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Napoleon,  tha t  he  was  the  f i r s t  in  modern t imes  
to apply the pr incip les  of  p la in pract ica l  common  
s e n s e  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h a t  g r e a t  
m a n  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  ‘ h i s  f a m e  i n  t h e  e y e s  o f  
posterity would rest even more on the code which  
bo re  h i s  name ,  than  on  a l l  t he  v i c to r i e s  he  had  
won . ’  I t  ha s  become the  ba s i s  o f  the  l eg i s l a t ion  
o f  ha l f  o f  Europe .  Wi th in  a  f ew yea r s  the  s ame  
method has  been adopted in severa l  of  our States ,  
and i t  ha s  re su l ted  in  tha t  recent  rev i s ion o f  the  
s t a t u t e s  o f  Ma s s a chu s e t t s ,  b y  wh i ch  a  ch ao s  o f  
l aw s  wa s  r e du c ed  t o  o r d e r  a nd  con s i s t e n c y .  I t  
i s  wonder fu l  to  f ind tha t  th i s  l a s t  grea t  improve- 
ment, the codif icat ion of laws, was discovered and  
put in pract ice in this  colony more than two cen- 
t u r i e s  a g o :  a n d  o u r  l e a r n e d  m o d e r n  c i t i z e n s  
have ,  unaware s ,  r ever ted  to  the  method o f  the i r  
f a the r s .  The  honour  o f  t h i s  boa s t  o f  l e g i s l a t i on  
be long s  to  the  Rev .  Na than i e l  Ward ,  the  w i t t y  
and  p iou s  m in i s t e r  o f  t h e  anc i en t  t own  o f  I p s - 
wich; and also a student of the science of law.* 

Mr  Cot ton  adv i s ed  the  peop l e  to  pe r s eve re  in  
the i r  des ign of  se t t ing up a  Theocracy,  or  d iv ine  
g o v e r n m e n t  o v e r  a  C h r i s t i a n  c o m m o n w e a l t h .  

*	 W a r d ’ s  C o d e  i s  r e p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  C o l l e c t i o n s  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  
Historical Society, 3d series, vol. VII., p.—
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His  p lan  was ,  to  have the  publ ic  a f f a i r s  admini s- 
t e r e d  a g r e e a b l y  t o  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  a n d  r e q u i r e - 
ment s  o f  revea led  re l ig ion ,  by  execut ive  o f f i ce r s  
a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  f r e e  e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p e o p l e .  
The peop le  were  to  choose  the i r  own governor s  
a nd  o t h e r  mag i s t r a t e s :  a nd  t h e s e  o f f i c e r s  we r e  
to  gove rn  themse lve s  by  the  in s t ruc t ion s  o f  the  
W o r d  o f  G o d .  G o d ,  s p e a k i n g  b y  h i s  W o r d ,  
was  to  he  owned a s  ch ie f  Lawgiver  and supreme  
H e a d  o f  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t y .  T h e y  w h o  a r e  d i s - 
po s ed  t o  l a ugh  when  t h ey  s e e  t h e  l e g a l  en a c t - 
men t s  o f  ou r  ance s to r s  b acked  up  w i th  t ex t s  o f  
S c r i p t u r e ,  m a y  a s  w e l l  s a v e  h a l f  a  s m i l e  f o r  
L o r d  B a c o n ,  a n d  o t h e r  o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  j u d i c i a l  
f u n c t i on a r i e s  o f  Eng l a nd ,  who ,  i n  t ho s e  t ime s  
of ten conf i rmed their  deci s ions  in the same man- 
n e r .  Whoeve r  w i l l  t u r n  ov e r  t h e  o l d e r  p a r l i a - 
menta ry  deba te s ,  w i l l  f i nd  the  haugh t i e s t  c ava l - 
i e r s  i n  t h e  H o u s e  o f  C o m m o n s ,  t r i u m p h a n t l y  
c l inching an argument by appeal ing to Holy Writ .  
A n d  d o u b t l e s s ,  w h e n  t h e  p r o p h e c i e s  a r e  m o r e  
completely ful f i l led in the coming of the kingdom  
of  God on ear th ,  the day wi l l  come round aga in ,  
when i t  wil l  be deemed meet for Chris t ian people  
t o  r e g u l a t e  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s  b y  s c r i p t u r a l  
principles. 
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As one resu l t  o f  th i s  a t tempt in our colony,  the  
m in i s t r y  wa s  b rough t  i n to  a  ve ry  c lo s e  a l l i ance  
w i th  the  mag i s t r a cy .  Fo r  bo th  the  min i s t r y  and  
the  mag i s t r a cy ,  the  peop le  che r i shed  a  r e l i g iou s  
v ene r a t i on .  Nor  we r e  t h ey  j e a l ou s  o f  t h e  i n t i - 
m a t e  r e l a t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  t e m p o r a l  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  
ru le r s ,  so  long a s  the  keys  o f  power  remained in  
the hands  o f  the people  by means  o f  the e lec t ive  
f r anch i s e ,  bo th  i n  Church  and  Commonwea l t h .  
W h e n e v e r  a n y  d i s p o s i t i o n  t o  e n g r o s s  u n d u e  
a u t h o r i t y  w a s  b e t r a y e d ,  t h e  p e o p l e ,  n o t w i t h - 
s t anding the i r  profound re spect  for  the i r  l eader s ,  
a lway s  p rompt ly  app l i ed  the  never- f a i l ing  reme- 
dy.

G o o d  M r  N o r t o n  s a y s ; — ‘ I t  w a s  a n  u s u a l  
th ing ,  hence fo r th ,  fo r  the  Mag i s t r a t e  to  con su l t  
w i t h  t h e  m in i s t e r s  i n  h a r d  c a s e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  
ma t t e r s  o f  t he  Lo rd ;  ye t  so ,  a s  no tw i th s t and ing  
o c c a s i on a l  c on j unc t i on ,  r e l i g i ou s  c a r e  wa s  h ad  
o f  a v o i d i n g  c o n f u s i o n  o f  c o u n s e l s :  M o s e s  a n d  
A a ron  r e j o i c ed ,  a nd  k i s s e d  one  ano th e r  i n  t h e  
mount of God.’

As  an  i l l u s t r a t ion  o f  th i s  ma t t e r ,  we  may  re f e r  
to an af fa i r  which took place in September,  1634.  
M r  H o o k e r  a n d  m a n y  o f  h i s  f r i e n d s ,  w h o  h a d  
a t  f i r s t  s e t t l e d  i n  N e w t o w n ,  w e r e  a n x i o u s  t o 
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r e m o v e  t o  C o n n e c t i c u t .  M u c h  o p p o s i t i o n  w a s  
made  to  the i r  r emova l :  and  the  two  coo rd ina t e  
b r an che s  o f  t h e  Gene r a l  Cou r t  c ame  i n t o  v e r y  
s e r i o u s  c o l l i s i o n .  N e i t h e r  b r a n c h  w o u l d  y i e l d  
t o  t h e  o t h e r .  I n  t h i s  p a i n f u l  e m e r g e n c y  t h e  
w h o l e  C o u r t  a p p o i n t e d  a  d a y  o f  f a s t i n g  a n d  
humi l i a t ion ,  which  was  obse rved  in  a l l  the  con- 
g r e g a t i o n s .  A  f e w  d a y s  a f t e r ,  t h e  C o u r t  m e t  
a g a i n .  Be fo r e  p roceed ing  t o  bu s i n e s s ,  Mr  Co t - 
t o n  p r e a c h e d  f r o m  H a g g a i  2 : 4 ; — ‘ Y e t  n o w  b e  
s t r o n g ,  O  Z e r u b b a b e l ,  s a i t h  t h e  L o r d ;  a n d  b e  
s t rong,  O Joshua son of  Josedech the high pr ies t ;  
and be s t rong,  a l l  ye people of  the land,  sa i th the  
Lord, and work; for I am with you, saith the Lord  
o f  ho s t s . ’  I n  h i s  s e rmon  t h e  p r e a che r  s e v e r a l l y  
de sc r ibed  the  s t r eng th  o f  the  mag i s t r acy ,  min i s - 
t ry,  and people.  Thus the s t rength of  Zerubbabel ,  
o r  t he  mag i s t r a t e ,  i s  h i s  o f f i c i a l  power  and  au- 
thor i t y :  the  s t r eng th  o f  Jo shua ,  o r  the  min i s t e r ,  
i s  t h e  pu r i t y  o f  h i s  l i f e  a nd  t e a ch i n g ;  a nd  t h e  
s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  i s  t h e i r  l i b e r t y .  T h e  
p r e a che r  wen t  on  t o  s how ,  t h a t ,  i n  ma t t e r s  o f  
common conce rn ,  e ach  o f  the se  th ree  e s t a t e s  in  
the f i r s t  ins tance,  had a  negat ive ,  voice upon the  
do ing s  o f  t h e  o the r s ;  and  ye t  t h a t  t h e  u l t ima t e  
re so lu t ion ought  to  be  in  the  whole  body o f  the  
p e o p l e .  T h e  s e r m o n  c l o s e d  w i t h  a n  a n s w e r  t o 
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a l l  ob j e c t i on s ,  and  a  s o l emn  dec l a r a t i on  o f  t h e  
p eop l e ’ s  r i g h t  a nd  du t y  t o  ma i n t a i n  t h e i r  t r u e  
l i be r t i e s  aga in s t  any  un ju s t  v io l ence  o r  agg re s s - 
i o n .  T h i s  d i s c o u r s e  g a v e  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  s a t i s - 
f ac t ion.  Al l  an imos i t ie s  and d i f f i cu l t ie s  van i shed,  
the  var ious  conf l i c t ing in tere s t s  were  reconci led ,  
a nd  a l l  h and s  wen t  t o  wo rk  v i go rou s l y ,  un an i - 
mou s l y  and  p e a c e f u l l y  f r om th a t  d a y .  A l l ud i ng  
t o  t h i s  a f f a i r ,  t h e  r eve r end  h i s t o r i an ,  Hubba rd ,  
s a y s ; — ‘ M r  C o t t o n  h a d  s u c h  a n  i n s i n u a t i n g  
and mel t ing way in  h i s  preaching,  tha t  he  would  
u s u a l l y  c a r r y  h i s  v e r y  a d v e r s a r y  c a p t i v e  a f t e r  
t h e  t r i umphan t  ch a r i o t  o f  h i s  r h e t o r i c . ’  I t  wa s  
i n  a c co rdance  w i th  the  v i ews  exp re s s ed  i n  th a t  
‘po l i t i ca l  se rmon’ ,  tha t  he  s a id  on another  occa- 
s i o n ; — ‘ P u r i t y  p r e s e r v e d  i n  t h e  c h u r c h ,  w i l l  
p re se rve  we l l -ordered  l ibe r ty  in  the  peop le ;  and  
both of  them es tab l i sh wel l-ba lanced author i ty  in  
t h e  mag i s t r a t e s .  God  i s  t h e  au tho r  o f  a l l  t h e s e  
three.’* 

I t  wa s  ano the r  e f f e c t  o f  h i s  a l l - s ubdu ing  pe r - 
sua s ivenes s ,  tha t  cer ta in  men of  d i s t inc t ion who,  
in the heat  of  the recent controversy,  had spoken  
d i s re spect fu l ly  to  some of  the  magi s t ra te s ,  ‘be ing  
reproved for  the same in open court ,  d id  grave ly  
and humbly acknowledge their fault.’ 

*	 Letter to Lord Say and Seal.
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T h e  f i r s t  a s s o c i a t i o n  i n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  w a s  
formed by the mini s ter s  of  Boston and the v ic in- 
i t y  a b o u t  t h e  y e a r  1 6 3 5 .  I t  m e t  o n c e  i n  t w o  
w e e k s  a t  t h e  h o u s e s  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s .  T h e  
usua l  bus ines s  was  the d i scus s ion of  some impor- 
t an t  theo log i c a l  que s t i on .  Th i s  a s soc i a t i on  wa s ,  
by  some,  r ega rded  wi th  a  god ly  j e a lou sy ,  l e s t  i t  
might ,  a t  a  fu ture  day ,  encroach on the  l iber t ie s  
o f  t h e  p e o p l e .  T h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  m o r e  t h a n  
two centur ie s  has  proved that  th i s  was  a  needles s  
j e a l o u s y .  T h e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  
bo th  loca l  and  gene r a l ,  h ave  been  h igh ly  u se fu l  
and  in f luen t i a l .  A t  the  s ame  t ime ,  the  indepen- 
dence  o f  the  churche s  ha s  su f f e r ed  no  in f r inge- 
ment.

M r  C o t t o n ’ s  d i s p o s i t i o n  t o  p o p u l a r i s e  t h e  
who le  admin i s t r a t ion  o f  r e l i g iou s  a f f a i r s  showed  
i t se l f  in the manner in which he chose to receive  
h i s  s a l a ry .  He  in s i s t ed  tha t  i t  shou ld  be  de r ived  
f rom the  f ree-wi l l  o f fe r ings  o f  the  peop le .  Once  
each Lord ’ s  Day ,  a t  the  c lo se  o f  pub l i c  wor sh ip ,  
every  member  o f  the  congrega t ion  who fe l t  d i s - 
posed to contr ibute  to the support  o f  the gospe l ,  
wa lked  up  to  the  e lde r s ’  s e a t ,  where  one  o f  the  
d e a c o n s  r e c e i v e d  t h e  o f f e r i n g s .  T h e  p r o c e e d s  
we re  depo s i t ed  i n  a  pub l i c  che s t ,  ou t  o f  wh i ch 
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Mr  Wi l son  and  h i s  co l l e ague  r e ce i ved  fo r  the i r  
s uppo r t  one  hund r ed  pound s  p e r  annum.  Con- 
s i d e r i n g  h o w  m u c h  g r e a t e r  w a s  t h e  v a l u e  o f  
money  in  tho se  day s ,  none  o f  ou r  min i s t e r s  a r e  
now,  more  amply  ma in ta ined .  The grace  o f  God  
wa s  b e s t owed  on  t h e  F i r s t  Chu r ch ,  o f  Bo s t on ,  
even  a s ,  o f  o ld ,  on  the  churche s  o f  Macedon i a ;  
so  tha t ,  ‘ in  a  g rea t  t r i a l  o f  a f f l i c t ion ,  the  abun- 
dance of their joy and their deep poverty abound- 
ed unto the riches of their liberality.’

Nor  we r e  t h e  p a s t o r s ,  on  t h e i r  p a r t ,  l e s s  d i s - 
i n t e r e s t e d .  N o t  t o  s p e a k  o f  t h e  p r o v e r b i a l  
g ene ro s i t y  o f  t h a t  who l e - s ou l ed  man ,  Mr  Wi l - 
s o n ,  w e  f i n d ,  t h a t ,  w h e n  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  w e r e  
m a d e  f o r  c h a r i t a b l e  p u r p o s e s ,  M r  C o t t o n ’ s  
dona t i on  wou ld  equa l  t h a t  o f  t h e  wea l t h i e s t  o f  
h i s  f l o c k .  I n  e f f e c t i n g  h i s  s e t t l e m e n t  h e r e ,  h e  
i ncu r r ed  expen se s  amoun t ing  to  e i gh ty  pound s ,  
wh i ch ,  a t  t h a t  pe r iod ,  wa s  a  p r e t t y  round  sum.  
But  when the  peop le  wi shed  to  re imbur se  i t ,  he  
dec l ined  the  o f f e r ,  a s  no t  be ing  nece s s a ry  in  h i s  
circumstances.

I n d e e d  t h e r e  i s  n o  t r a i t  m o r e  a d m i r a b l e  i n  
ou r  f a t he r s ,  t h an  t he i r  wonde r fu l  pub l i c  s p i r i t ,  
a n d  t h e  r e a d i n e s s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  m a k e  p e r - 
s o n a l  s a c r i f i c e s  f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l  g o o d .  W h e n 
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peop l e  e l s ewhe re  ma rve l  a t  t he  pub l i c  and  p r i - 
v a t e  m u n i f i c e n c e  o f  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  B o s t o n  
toward  a l l  ob jec t s  o f  l i t e r a ry ,  ph i l an th rop ic  and  
r e l i g i o u s  i n t e r e s t ,  w e  c a n  s a y  t h a t  t h e y  c a m e  
hone s t l y  by  th i s  ennob l ing  d i spo s i t ion ,  fo r  they  
der ived  i t  in  i t s  fu l l  s t r eng th  f rom the i r  Ca lv in- 
istic progenitors.

Mos t  o f  the  co lon i s t s  who  were  men  o f  p rop- 
e r t y  g r e a t l y  impa i r ed  the i r  e s t a t e s  by  the  s a c r i - 
f i c e s  t h e y  m a d e  f o r  t h e  c o m m o n  c a u s e .  T h e y  
w e r e  e v e r  p r o m p t  t o  e x t e n d  t o  e a c h  o t h e r  a  
h e l p i n g  h a n d .  T h u s ,  w h e n  G o v e r n o r  W i n - 
th rop ,  neg l ec t ing  h i s  own a f f a i r s  i n  h i s  d i l i gen t  
s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  p u b l i c ,  m e t  w i t h  s e v e r e  l o s s e s ,  
t h e  p e o p l e  s p o n t a n e o u s l y  p r e s e n t e d  h i m  w i t h  
five hundred pounds.

T h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  M r  C o t t o n ’ s  m i n i s t r y  h e r e  
was  d i s turbed by  some v io lent  s torms  o f  cont ro- 
v e r s y .  A f t e r  t h e s e  t e m p e s t s  h a d  ‘ w r o u g h t  
t h ems e l v e s  t o  r e s t ’ ,  t h e r e  f o l l owed  many  c a lm  
and peaceful years.

I n  1 6 3 5 ,  R o g e r  W i l l i a m s  w a s  b a n i s h e d  f r o m  
the  co lony .  The  mer i t s  o f  th i s  con t rove r sy  w i l l  
b e  d i s cu s s ed  i n  ano the r  chap t e r .  Le t  i t  he r e  be  
s a id ,  however ,  and  tha t  w i th  a l l  r e spec t  fo r  the  
memory  and  cha rac te r  o f  tha t  ‘ f i e ry  Wel shman ’ , 
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t h a t  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  o u r  f a t h e r s  i n  t h i s  
m a t t e r  i s  c a p a b l e  o f  a  g o o d  d e f e n c e :  a n d  t h a t  
t he  condemna t ion  they  h ave  gene r a l l y  r e ce i ved  
h a s  b e e n  e x c e s s i v e  a n d  u n j u s t .  T h e  m a t t e r  i s  
n o w  m e n t i o n e d  m e r e l y  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  M r  
Cotton’s share in the transactions.

W h i l e  t h e  m a g i s t r a t e s  h a d  t h e  c a s e  o f  M r  
Wi l l i ams  unde r  con s ide r a t ion ,  Mr  Cot ton ,  w i th  
t h e  n e i ghbou r i ng  m in i s t e r s ,  whom the  a c cu s ed  
h ad  once  p ro f e s s ed  to  ho ld  in  the  h i ghe s t  ven- 
e r a t i o n ,  p r e s e n t e d  a  r e q u e s t  t h a t  t h e  c i v i l  
au thor i t i e s  wou ld  s t ay  the i r  p roceed ing s  t i l l  the  
e l d e r s  ‘ h a d  i n  a  c h u r c h - w a y  e n d e a v o u r e d  h i s  
c o n v i c t i o n  a n d  r e p e n t a n c e . ’  T h e  m i n i s t e r s  
hoped ,  t h a t  i t  wa s  no t  f r om s ed i t i ou s  p r i nc ip l e  
t h a t  M r  W i l l i a m s  h a d  a c t e d ;  b u t  f r o m  a  m i s - 
gu i d ed  con s c i en c e ,  wh i ch  t h ey  e xpe c t ed  t o  b e  
a b l e  t o  s e t  r i g h t .  T h e  m a g i s t r a t e s  a c c e d e d  t o  
the  p roposa l  o f  the  min i s t e r s ;  bu t  the  governor ,  
w h o  t o o  w e l l  u n d e r s t o o d  t h e  ‘ n a t u r e  o f  t h e  
c r e a t u r e ’ ,  f o r e t o l d  t o  t h e m ; — ‘ Y o u  a r e  d e - 
ce ived  in  the  man ,  i f  you  th ink  he  w i l l  conde- 
s c e n d  t o  l e a r n  o f  a n y  o f  y o u . ’  W h e n  o t h e r  
m e a s u r e s  f a i l e d ,  a n d  M r  W i l l i a m s  w a s  b a n - 
i s h ed ,  Mr  Co t ton  w i e l d ed  h i s  p en  i n  b eha l f  o f  
the magi s t ra te s .  He publ i shed a  le t ter  concerning 
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t h e  p o w e r  o f  t h e  c i v i l  m a g i s t r a t e  i n  m a t t e r s  
o f  r e l i g i o n .  T h e  b a n i s h e d  m a n  r e p l i e d  t o  t h i s  
l e t t e r ;  a n d  a l s o  p u b l i s h e d  a  t r a c t  a g a i n s t  t h e  
“B l oody  Tenen t  o f  P e r s e cu t i on”  f o r  t h e  c au s e  
o f  c o n s c i e n c e .  M r  C o t t o n  r e j o i n e d  w i t h  a n - 
o t h e r ,  e n t i t l e d ,  ‘ T h e  B l o o d y  T e n e n t  w a s h e d  
a n d  m a d e  W h i t e  i n  t h e  B l o o d  o f  t h e  L a m b ,  
be ing  d i s cu s s ed  and  d i s cha rged  o f  b lood  gu i l t i - 
n e s s  b y  j u s t  d e f e n c e ,  i n  a n s w e r  t o  M r  W i l - 
l i a m s ;  t o  w h i c h  i s  a d d e d  a  r e p l y  t o  M r  
W i l l i a m s ’  a n s w e r  t o  M r  C o t t o n ’ s  l e t t e r ’ .  H i s  
opponen t  r e to r t ed  w i th  a  t r e a t i s e ,  s t y l ed ,  ‘The  
B loody Tenent  ye t  more  b loody by  Mr Cot ton ’ s  
endeavour  to  wa sh  i t  wh i t e  in  the  B lood  o f  the  
L a m b ,  & c ’ .  H e r e  t h e  d i s p u t e  e n d e d ,  a s  i s  
u sua l  i n  such  c a s e s ,  e a ch  pa r t y  s a t i s f i ed  th a t  he  
had the best of the argument.

F o r  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  y e a r s  i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  
Mr  Cot ton ’ s  min i s t ry ,  the  in te rna l  p ro sper i ty  o f  
h i s  chu r ch  wa s  unexamp l ed ;  and  wou ld ,  a t  t h i s  
d a y ,  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  a  p o w e r f u l  r e v i v a l .  T h e r e  
we r e  mo r e  conve r s i on s  a nd  a dm i s s i on s  t h an  i n  
a l l  t h e  o t h e r  c h u r c h e s  o f  t h e  c o l o n y .  M a n y  
pe r son s  o f  p ro f ane  and  d i s so lu te  l i ve s  were  su r - 
pr i s ing ly  re formed,  and rece ived  in to  the  bosom  
o f  t h e  c h u r c h .  T h e  d i s c i p l i n e ,  a d m i r a b l y  a d -
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m i n i s t e r e d  u n d e r  t h e  p a s t o r  W i l s o n  a n d  t h e  
ru l i ng  e l de r  Leve re t ,  wa s  o f  s i ngu l a r  bene f i t  t o  
t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n .  T h e r e  w e r e  m a n y  ‘ g i f t e d  
b r e t h r e n ’  i n t o  w h o s e  l i p s  t h e  S p i r i t  o f  g r a c e  
was  poured,  to the great  edi f ica t ion and prof i t  of  
t h e  who l e  body  o f  wh i ch  t h e y  we r e  membe r s ,  
w h i c h  w a s  i n  d a n g e r  o f  b e i n g  ‘ e x a l t e d  a b o v e  
me a s u r e  t h r ough  t h e  a bund anc e  o f  t h e  r e v e l a - 
tions.’

B u t  c l o u d s  o f  t h i c k  d a r k n e s s  s o o n  o v e r c a s t  
the  sunny  pro spec t ,  and  poured  down the i r  to r- 
ren t s ,  accompanied  wi th  the  wi ther ing  f l a sh  and  
t h e  t e r r i f y i n g  t h u n d e r .  A l l  a t  o n c e  t h e  f i e l d ,  
w h i c h  w a s  w a v i n g  w i t h  s u c h  g o o d l y  h a r v e s t ,  
w a s  f o u n d  t o  b e  s o w n  w i t h  t a r e s .  N o x i o u s  
w e e d s  c r e p t  i n t o  t h a t  w e l l - w a t e r e d  g a r d e n  o f  
g r a c iou s  p l an t s ,  and  ‘ roo t s  o f  b i t t e rne s s  s p r ing- 
i n g  up  t r oub l ed  t h em ,  and  t h e r eby  many  we r e  
defiled.’

The  p rominen t  i n s t i g a to r  o f  t h i s  m i s ch i e f  wa s  
a  d a u g h t e r  o f  E v e ,  n a m e d  A n n e  H u t c h i n s o n .  
S h e  w a s  p r o b a b l y  a  p i o u s  w o m a n ;  a n d  c e r - 
t a i n l y  a n  a r t f u l  o n e .  O n  t h e  g r o u n d  o f  t h e  
apos t l e ’ s  d i rec t ion ,  tha t  the  e lder  women should  
t e a c h  t h e  y o u n g e r ,  s h e  u s e d  t o  c o n v e n e  l a r g e  
numbers of females at her house, where she instilled 
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i n t o  t h e m  t h e  d o c t r i n e s  o f  a n t i n o m i a n i s m  
i n  t h e i r  mo s t  d emor a l i s i n g  f o rm .  Tha t  s h e  wa s  
wor thy  o f  the  heav i e s t  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  c en su re s ,  no  
c o m p e t e n t  j u d g e  o f  s u c h  m a t t e r s  c a n  d o u b t .  
The  ju s t i ce  o f  the  c iv i l  d i s ab i l i t i e s  under  which  
s h e  wa s  e v en tu a l l y  p l a c ed ,  mu s t  b e  con s i d e r ed  
elsewhere.

H e r  m o s t  a c t i v e  s u p p o r t e r  w a s  R e v .  J o h n  
Wheelwr ight ,  her  brother- in- law,  who preached,  
a s  a n  a s s i s t a n t ,  w i t h i n  t h e  ex t en s i v e  bound s  o f  
the  Bos ton  church ,  wh ich  then  inc luded  Bra in- 
t r e e ,  whe r e  he  p r i n c i p a l l y  l a bou r ed .  H i s  p a r t i - 
s a n s  u r g ed  t o  h ave  h im  a s s o c i a t ed  a s  co l l e a gue  
wi th  the  o ther  min i s t e r s :  bu t  Mr  Cot ton  evaded  
the  connec t ion ,  on  the  g round  tha t  Mr  Whee l - 
wr i gh t  wa s  an  un s a f e  and  v io l en t  man ,  and  ap t  
to raise questions of doubtful disputation.

A n o t h e r  o f  M r s  H u t c h i n s o n ’ s  h e l p e r s  w a s  
S i r  H e n r y  V a n e ,  t h e n  a  v e r y  y o u n g  m a n ,  a n d  
n e w l y  a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  c o l o n y ,  w h e r e ,  b y  h i s  
g r ave  and  d i gn i f i ed  demeanour ,  he  wonde r fu l l y  
took  wi th  the  peop le ,  s t e a l ing  the i r  hea r t s ,  l i ke  
Ab s a l om ,  f r om  t h e i r  b e l ov ed  Win th rop ,  whom  
he  speed i l y  supp l an ted  in  the  cha i r  o f  s t a t e .  By  
h i s  c onne c t i on  w i t h  t h e  f ema l e  h e r e s i a r c h ,  h e  
lo s t  h i s  popu l a r i t y ,  and  h i s  o f f i c e ,  and  soon  re-
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t u r n e d  t o  E n g l a n d .  H e  t h e r e  a c t e d  a  v e r y  
con sp i cuou s  p a r t  du r ing  the  c i v i l  wa r s ,  r e s i s t ed  
Cromwe l l ’ s  a s sumpt ion  o f  the  p ro tec to r a t e ,  and  
wa s  a  s t a un ch  Genev an  r e pub l i c a n  t o  t h e  l a s t .  
He  d i ed  a s  a  po l i t i c a l  ma r t y r ,  b e i ng  b ehe aded ,  
a t  f i f ty  year s  o f  age ,  for  h igh t rea son aga ins t  the  
e v e r - t r e a c h e r o u s  S t u a r t s .  H e  i s  a  s t r i k i n g  i n - 
s tance of  tha t  l a te  re t r ibut ion by which pos ter i ty  
r e v e r s e s  t h e  j u d g e m e n t  o f  f o r m e r  t i m e s .  T h e  
ab l e s t  l i t e r a r y  a rb i t e r s  o f  t he  p r e s en t  d ay ,  p ro - 
c l a im th i s  pe r son ,  once  so  much  abu sed ,  a s  one  
o f  t h e  mor a l  h e roe s  o f  h i s  e v en t f u l  t ime s ,  a s  a  
co lo s s a l  champion o f  popula r  r ight s ,  and both  a s  
a  c i v i l i a n  a n d  t h e o l o g i a n ,  o f  v a s t  a n d  v a r i e d  
a b i l i t i e s .  A s  a  w r i t e r  o f  p r o s e  i n  t h a t  a g e  o f  
g r e a t  t h i nke r s  and  au tho r s ,  t h ey  announce  h im  
to  be  in fe r ior  on ly  to  the  match le s s  Mi l ton ,  and  
s c a r c e l y  s e c o n d  e v e n  t o  h i m .  T h a t  g r e a t  p o e t  
h a s  p a i d  h im  a  t r i bu t e  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  en r i c h  h i s  
memory  fo r  many  an  age ,  in  the  fo l lowing  son- 
net, ‘to Sir Henry Vane, the younger’.

Vane, Young in years, but in sage council old, 
Than whom a better senator ne’er held 
The helm of Rome, when gowns, not arms, repelled 
The fierce Epirot and the African bold; 
Whether to settle peace, or to unfold 
The drift of hollow states, hard to be spelled;
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Then to advise how War may, best upheld, 
Move by her two main nerves, iron and gold, 
In all her equipage: besides to know 
Both spiritual power and civil, what each means, 
What severs each thou hast learned, which few have done: 
The bounds of either sword to thee we owe: 
Therefore on thy firm hand Religion leans 
In peace, and reckons thee her eldest son.

U p h e l d  b y  t h e s e  p o w e r f u l  s u p p o r t e r s ,  M r s  
Hutch in son was  enab led  to  r a i s e  a  t e r r ib le  com- 
m o t i o n  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  T h e y  h a d  t h e  
addre s s  to  p rocure ,  fo r  a  t ime ,  the  countenance  
o f  M r  C o t t o n .  T h i s  t h e y  d i d ,  b y  g i v i n g  h i m  
s u c h  e x p l a n a t i o n s  i n  p r i v a t e  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  a s  
s a t i s f i e d  h i s  un s u s p i c i ou s  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  o r t ho - 
d o x y  o f  t h e i r  s e n t i m e n t s .  C a p t i v a t e d  b y  t h e i r  
a rden t  z e a l  and  h igh  p ro f e s s ion s ,  he  g ave  heed ,  
t o  t h e s e  ‘ s e d u c i n g  s p i r i t s ’  f o r  a  t i m e .  B u t  
when,  to  h i s  cons te rna t ion ,  the  ve i l  o f  dup l i c i ty  
wa s  t h rown  a s i d e ,  h e  wa s  s hocked  t o  f i nd  t h a t  
be  had unwit t ing ly  lent  the  sanct ion of  h i s  name  
t o  o p i n i o n s  s o  d a n g e r o u s  a n d  c o r r u p t .  U p o n  
t h i s ,  t h e  A n t i n o m i a n s  c h a r g e d  h i m ,  w i t h  d i s - 
s e m b l i n g ,  h o l d i n g  o n e  s e t  o f  o p i n i o n s  i n  t h e  
p u l p i t ,  a n d  a n o t h e r  i n  p r i v a t e  d i s c o u r s e .  T h i s  
i s  the only t ransact ion of  Mr Cotton’ s  l i fe  which  
seems to have given serious offence to his brethren, 
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w h o  c h a r g e d  h i m  w i t h  w a v e r i n g  a n d  
timidity.

Hi s  on ly  f au l t ,  however ,  appea r s  to  have  been  
t h e  t o o  g r e a t  f a c i l i t y  w i t h  w h i c h  h e  s u f f e r e d  
p e r son s  whom he  h ad  he l d  i n  t h e  h i ghe s t  e s t i - 
mat ion,  to delude him as  to their  rea l  sent iments ,  
and  to  f a the r  the i r  e r ro r s  upon  h im.  As  soon  a s  
h e  wa s  d i s a bu s ed ,  b e  ex e r t ed  h im s e l f  t o  r ep a i r  
t h e  m i s c h i e f .  H e  p u b l i c l y  l a m e n t e d  h i s  f a u l t ,  
i n  tha t  he  had  s l ep t  in  f a l s e  s e cu r i t y ,  wh i l e  the  
e n e m y  w a s  s o w i n g  t a r e s .  I n  a  l e t t e r  t o  M r  
D a v e n p o r t ,  h e  s a y s ; — ‘ T h e  t r u t h  i s ,  t h e  b o d y  
of  the i s land i s  bent to backs l id ing into error and  
d e l u s i on s :  t h e  Lo rd  p i t y  and  p a rdon  them,  and  
m e  a l s o ,  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  s o  s l o w  t o  s e e  t h e i r  
w ind ing s ,  and  sub t l e  con t r i v ance s ,  and  in s inua- 
t i on s  i n  a l l  t h e i r  t r an s a c t i on s . ’  Gove rno r  Win- 
throp  g ive s  th i s  t e s t imony o f  h im,  tha t ,  ‘ f ind ing  
how he  h ad  been  abu s ed ,  and  made ,  a s  h imse l f  
s a id ,  the i r  s t a lk ing-hor se  ( fo r  they  p re tended  to  
h o l d  n o t h i n g  b u t  w h a t  M r  C o t t o n  h e l d ,  a n d  
h imse l f  d i d  th ink  the  s ame ) ,  d i d  s pend  mos t  o f  
h i s  t ime,  both publ ic ly  and pr ivate ly ,  to d i scover  
t ho s e  e r r o r s ,  a nd  t o  r educe  s u ch  a s  we r e  gone  
a s t r a y . ’  Among  o t h e r s  r e c l a imed  by  h i s  e f f o r t s  
was Robert Lenthal, the minister of Weymouth. Long 
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a f t e r w a r d s ,  o n  a  g e n e r a l  f a s t - d a y ,  ‘ M r  
Co t ton ,  i n  h i s  exe r c i s e  t h a t  d ay  a t  Bo s ton ,  d i d  
c o n f e s s  a n d  b e w a i l ,  a s  t h e  c h u r c h e s ,  s o  h i s  
o w n  s e c u r i t y ,  s l o t h  a n d  c r e d u l i t y ,  w h e r e u p o n  
s o  m a n y  a n d  d a n g e r o u s  e r r o r s  h a d  g o t t e n  u p  
a n d  s p r e a d  i n  t h e  c h u r c h ;  a n d  w e n t  o v e r  a l l  
t he  pa r t i cu l a r s ,  and  showed  how he  c ame  to  be  
d e c e i v ed  ( t h e  e r r o r s  b e i ng  f r amed  i n  wo rd s  s o  
near  the  t ru ths  which he  had preached) ;  and the  
f a l s ehood  o f  the  ma in t a ine r s  o f  them,  who u su- 
a l ly  would  deny to  h im what  they  had  de l ivered  
t o  O t h e r s . ’ *  H e  w a s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  h u m b l e d  f o r  
a  f a u l t  w h i c h  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  o n l y  t h e  
am i a b l e  i n f i rm i t y  o f  a  h e a r t  t oo  g en e r ou s  a nd  
c o n f i d i n g .  W h e n  h i s  e y e s  w e r e  o p e n e d  t o  t h e  
dup l i c i t y  wh i ch  h ad  b e en  p r a c t i c e d ,  h e  s p a r ed  
no  p a in s  t h a t  he  m igh t  r e c t i f y  h i s  m i s t ake ,  and  
w a s  v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  a r r e s t i n g  t h e  s p r e a d  o f  
t h e  e v i l .  ‘ B y  t h a t  m e a n s , ’  s a y s  H u b b a r d ,  
‘ d i d  t h a t  r e v e r end  a nd  wo r t h y  m in i s t e r  o f  t h e  
go spe l  r ecove r  h i s  fo rmer  sp l endour  th roughout  
t h e  w h o l e  c o u n t r y  o f  N e w  E n g l a n d ,  w i t h  h i s  
won ted  e s t e em and  in t e r e s t  i n  t he  he a r t s  o f  a l l  
h i s  f r i e n d s  a n d  a c q u a i n t a n c e ,  s o  a s  h i s  l a t t e r 

*	 Savage’s Winthrop, I. 253 and 280.
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days  were  l ike  the  c lea r  sh in ing  o f  the  sun  a f t e r  
rain.’

N e a r l y  t h e  w h o l e  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  
church  who re s ided  wi th in  the  p re sen t  l imi t s  o f  
Boston,  favoured the cause of  Mrs  Hutchinson a t  
the  ou t se t ,  w i th  the  excep t ion  o f  the  pa s to r  Mr  
Wi l s on ,  Gove rno r  Win t h r op  a nd  two  o r  t h r e e  
o t h e r s .  T h i s  s m a l l  m i n o r i t y  h a d  o n  i t s  s i d e  
a l l  t h e  m i n i s t e r s  i n  t h e  c o l o n y ,  e x c e p t  M r  
W h e e l w r i g h t  a n d  M r  C o t t o n ;  a n d  n e a r l y  a l l  
t h e  l a ymen  o f  no t e .  I n  t h i s  con t e s t ,  s o  v i o l en t  
and  a lmos t  un in te l l i g ib l e ,  i t  i s  su rp r i s ing  to  s ee  
t h e  s a m e  c h u r c h ,  r e t a i n i n g  a s  i t s  m i n i s t e r s ,  
t h o s e  w h o  w e r e  a c c o u n t e d  t h e  h e a d s  o f  t h e  
oppo s i n g  p a r t i e s .  Th i s  f a c t ,  f a r  mo r e  t h an  a ny  
a r gume n t ,  e v i n c e s  t h e  p r ud en c e  a nd  Ch r i s t i a n  
temper of the two men.

T h e  p r i n c i p a l  e r r o r s  o f  t h e  H u t c h i n s o n i a n s  
we r e ,  f i r s t ,  t h e  den i a l  t h a t  s anc t i f i c a t i on  i s ,  i n  
a n y  s e n s e  w h a t e v e r ,  a n  e v i d e n c e  o f  j u s t i f i c a - 
t i on :  and  s e cond l y ,  t he  a s s e r t i on  th a t  t he  Ho ly  
Gho s t  dw e l l s  p e r s on a l l y  i n  e v e r y  b e l i e v e r .  S i r  
Hen ry  Vane  mus t  need s  go  a  l i t t l e  f a r t he r ,  and  
ma i n t a i n  t h a t  t h e  Ho l y  Gho s t  i s  un i t e d  t o  t h e  
b e l i e v e r ,  i n  t h e  s a m e  m a n n e r  a s  t h e  d i v i n e  
nature is united with the man Christ Jesus. 
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T h e  G e n e r a l  C o u r t  t o o k  u p  t h e  m a t t e r :  
though Rev .  Hugh Pe te r s  sha rp ly  rebuked  Gov- 
e rno r  Vane ,  and  p l a in l y  h in t ed  th a t  i f  t he  c i v i l  
a u t ho r i t y  wou l d  l im i t  i t s  a c t i on  t o  ‘ t h e  t h i ng s  
t h a t  a r e  C æ s a r ’ s ’ ,  ’ t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  G o d ’ s ’  
would go on much more quietly.

The  Cour t ,  hav ing  the  ma t t e r  under  con s ide r - 
a t ion,  ca l l ed  for  the  opin ion of  the  mini s te r s .  In  
the  morning Mr Cot ton preached on the  d i sput- 
e d  po i n t s  t o  g ene r a l  s a t i s f a c t i on .  I n  t h e  a f t e r - 
noon ,  Mr  Wi l s on  made  a  l amen t  ove r  t he  d a rk  
and di s t racted condi t ion of  the churches ,  and the  
d i v i s i o n s  o c c a s i o n e d  b y  t h e  n e w l y  b r o a c h e d  
o p i n i o n s .  A t  t h i s  s p e e c h ,  M r  C o t t o n ,  w i t h  
G ove r no r  V an e  a nd  o t h e r s  t ook  d e ep  o f f e n c e ,  
and ca l l ed  upon the  pa s tor  to  re t r ac t  h i s  expre s- 
s i on s .  Mr  Wi l s on ,  s uppo r t e d  b y  t h e  f i rm  h and  
o f  G o v e r n o r  W i n t h r o p ,  d e c l i n e d  t o  g i v e  t h e  
s a t i s f a c t i o n  r e q u i r e d .  T h e  c o n t e n t i o n  t h r e a t - 
ened to  wax sharp  be tween them:  but  a t  l a s t  the  
w i s d o m  a n d  g e n t l e n e s s  o f  t h e  t w o  m i n i s t e r s  
c a l m e d  t h e  m u r m u r i n g s  a n d  m u t t e r i n g s  w h i c h  
we r e  r e a dy  t o  bu r s t  f o r t h  i n  a  s t o rm  o f  s t r i f e .  
The  nex t  t ime  Mr  Wi l s on  p r e a ched ,  h e  wa s  s o  
happy as to give contentment to all.

A s  i s  u su a l  i n  such  c a s e s ,  one  e r ro r  l ed  on  to 
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ano the r ,  h e r e s y  b eg a t  mo re  he r e s y ,  a nd  s ch i sm  
n e c e s s i t a t e d  f u r t h e r  s c h i s m .  T h e  m i n i s t e r s  
que s t i oned  Mr  Co t ton  on  a  v a r i e t y  o f  a r t i c l e s :  
and though mos t  o f  h i s  rep l ie s  were  s a t i s f ac tory ,  
o t h e r s  we r e  no t  t hough t  t o  b e  s u f f i c i en t l y  e x - 
p l i c i t  and  unequ ivoca l .  Exp re s s i on s  and  ph r a s e s  
w e r e  w e i g h e d  a n d  d i s s e c t e d  w i t h  a s t o n i s h i n g  
s c r u p u l o s i t y .  T h o u g h  M r  C o t t o n  w a s  n o t  t o  
be shaken f rom hi s  hones t  be l ie f ,  yet  nei ther  was  
he betrayed into rashness.

A  sh ip ,  w i th  p a s s enge r s ,  wa s  abou t  t o  s a i l  f o r  
E n g l a n d .  ‘ T e l l  o u r  t r a n s a t l a n t i c  f r i e n d s , ’  s a i d  
the  t e a che r ,  ‘ t h a t  a l l  ou r  s t r i f e  i s  abou t  magn i - 
f y ing  the  g r a ce  o f  God .  Some  s eek  to  exa l t  the  
g r a c e  o f  G o d  t o w a r d s  u s ;  a n d  s o m e ,  t h e  g r a c e  
o f  G o d  w i t h i n  u s . ’  M r  W i l s o n ,  h u r t  a t  t h i s ,  
rep l ied that  he knew of  nei ther  e lder s  nor  breth- 
ren among the i r  churches  who d id  not  l abour  to  
magni fy  the grace of  God in re spect  to  both jus- 
t i f i ca t ion and sanct i f i ca t ion,  or  the  grace  o f  God  
b o t h  t o w a r d  u s  a n d  w i t h i n  u s .  A s  t h e  p e o p l e  
under s tood  the  ma t t e r  o f  d i f f e r ence ,  the  pa s to r ,  
a c co rd ing  to  t he  n a tu r e  o f  h i s  o f f i c e ,  n a tu r a l l y  
i n s i s t e d  on  s a n c t i f i c a t i on  a s  ‘ t h e  g r a c e  o f  God  
wi th in  u s ’ ;  o r  g r ac ious  work s ,  and  exper imenta l  
g o d l i n e s s .  A n d  t h e  t e a c h e r ,  a s  t h e  n a t u r e  o f 
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hi s  o f f ice  might  ea s i ly  inc l ine h im,  ins i s ted more  
on jus t i f ica t ion,  a s  the f ree grace of  God towards  
us ,  pardoning us ,  not  for  our  works  or  any th ing  
i n  u s ,  b u t  s o l e l y  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  C h r i s t .  E a c h  
o f  the s e  wor thy  d iv ine s  wa s  fu l l  i n  the  f a i th  o f  
bo th  the se  po in t s :  bu t  to  e i the r  po in t  a  r e l a t i ve  
impor tance  was  a s s igned by  one  o f  the  min i s te r s  
b e y o n d  w h a t  t h e  o t h e r  w o u l d  a l l o w .  P e r h a p s  
t h i s  unp ro f i t a b l e  d i s pu t e  wa s  n eve r  b e t t e r  d i s - 
p o s e d  o f  t h a n  b y  t h e  e x c e l l e n t  R o w l a n d  H i l l ,  
w h o  o n c e  s a i d  i n  a  s e r m o n ; — ‘ I f  I  w e r e  a s k e d  
which I  loved the  mos t ,  ju s t i f i ca t ion or  s anc t i f i - 
c a t ion :—I would  an swer  l ike  the  l i t t l e  ch i ld ren ,  
when you a sk  them which they  love  be s t ,  f a ther  
o r  m o t h e r ?  T h e y  w i l l  t e l l  y o u ,  “ I  l o v e  t h e m  
both best.”’

A t  t h e i r  s e s s i o n  i n  M a r c h ,  1 6 3 7 ,  M r  W h e e l - 
wr igh t  was  t r i ed  be fore  the  Genera l  Cour t  fo r  a  
h i gh l y  i n f l amma to ry  s e rmon  p r e a ched  on  a  f a s t  
d a y .  He  wa s  a d j udged  t o  b e  gu i l t y  o f  s e d i t i on  
and  con tempt  o f  Cour t ,  though  Gove rnor  Vane  
a n d  a  f e w  o t h e r s  e n t e r e d  t h e i r  p r o t e s t .  T h e r e  
w a s  a  r e l u c t a n c e  t o  p r o c e e d  t o  t h e  p a s s i n g  o f  
s e n t e n c e .  T h e  c a s e  w a s  d e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  n e x t  
Cou r t ,  and  Mr  Whee lwr i gh t  wa s  r e commended  
to  the  care  o f  the  Bos ton church,  which had in-
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t e r p o s e d  a  p e t i t i o n  i n  h i s  b e h a l f .  M e a n w h i l e  
t h e  d i s cu s s i on s  b e tween  t he  m in i s t e r s  h ad  n a r - 
rowed the  g round o f  cont rover sy ,  t i l l  i t  wa s  re- 
duced to  a  mere  ha i r- l ine ,  o f  such f inenes s  a s  to  
require the nices t  sort  of  metaphys ica l  eye-glas ses  
t o  d i s c e r n  a n y  r o o m  f o r  f u r t h e r  d i f f e r e n c e  o f  
opinion.

W h e n  t h e  C o u r t  w a s  a g a i n  c o n v e n e d ,  M r  
W h e e l w r i g h t  c o n f r o n t e d  h i s  j u d g e s  w i t h  a l l  
p o s s i b l e  b o l d n e s s .  H e  a n d  h i s  p a r t i s a n s  h a d  
been  so  i n so l en t  and  v io l en t ,  a s  t o  i n ju r e  the i r  
c au s e :  bu t  t h ey  we r e  encou r aged  by  s ome  new  
a r r iva l s  which  b rought  f r e sh  s t r eng th  to  the  an- 
t i n o m i a n  s t a n d a r d .  T h e i r  f a n a t i c a l  z e a l  b l a z e d  
out  in  a l l  d i rec t ions ,  wi th  f l aming  ex t ravagance s  
w h i c h  f i r e d  i n f l a m m a b l e  m i n d s .  S o m e  w e r e  
d e r a n g e d  w i t h  j o y s ,  a n d  o t h e r s  w i t h  d e s p a i r .  
The  pub l i c  exc i t emen t  and  d i s t r e s s  wa s  becom- 
i n g  i n t o l e r a b l e .  D a y s  o f  f a s t i n g  a n d  p r a y e r  
were observed with reference to the sad condit ion  
of affairs.

A t  a  c on f e r e n c e  o f  m in i s t e r s  a nd  e l d e r s  h e l d  
on  the  30 th  o f  J u l y ,  h a rmony  wa s  r e s t o r ed  be - 
tween  Mr  Co t t on  and  t h e  o t h e r  m in i s t e r s :  bu t  
M r  W h e e l w r i g h t ,  w h o  w a s  p r e s e n t ,  c o n t i n u e d  
impracticable.
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O n  t h e  3 0 t h  o f  A u g u s t ,  t h e  f i r s t  s y n o d  e v e r  
h e l d  i n  New Eng l and ,  wa s  h e l d  a t  Cambr i dg e .  
A l l  the  pa s tor s ,  t eacher s  and e lder s  in  the  coun- 
t r y  w e r e  p r e s e n t .  T h e y  w e r e  b o a r d e d  a t  t h e  
pub l i c  ch a r g e ,  b y  wh i ch  a l s o  wa s  d e f r a y ed  t h e  
t r a v e l l i n g  e x p e n s e s  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  f r o m  t h e  
co l ony  o f  Connec t i cu t .  Th i s  s ynod  condemned  
e igh ty  or  more  d i f f e ren t  e r ror s ,  which  had  been  
s e t  a f l o a t  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y :  M r  W h e e l w r i g h t  
r e m a i n i n g  a s  p e r t i n a c i o u s  a s  e v e r .  T h i s  c o n - 
demnat ion was  s igned by a l l  the members ,  except  
Mr Cot ton ,  who appear s  to  have  sc rup led  a t  the  
condemnation of two of the points specified.

On  t h e  2nd  o f  Novembe r  t h e  Gene r a l  Cou r t  
a s s emb l e d  a t  C amb r i d g e .  A f t e r  t h e i r  l o ng  f o r - 
bea r ance ,  f ind ing  a l l  the i r  a t t empt s  to  r econc i l e  
M r  W h e e l w r i g h t  u n a v a i l i n g ,  a n d  f e e l i n g  t h a t  
a  c o n t i n u a n c e  o f  t h e s e  d i s s e n s i o n s  a b s o l u t e l y  
endangered the exi s tence of  the i r  l i t t le  common- 
w e a l t h ,  w h i c h  w a s  a l m o s t  s h a k e n  t o  p i e c e s  
t h e r e b y ,  t h e y  p r o c e e d e d  t o  b a n i s h  h i m  f r o m  
the i r  s o c i e t y .  H i s  s i s t e r ,  Mr s  Hu t ch in son ,  a f t e r  
a  ve ry  s i ngu l a r  t r i a l  o f  two  day s ’  du r a t ion ,  wa s  
a l s o  v o t e d  t o  b e  ‘ u n f i t  f o r  t h e i r  s o c i e t y ’ ,  a n d  
r e q u i r e d  t o  l e a v e  i t .  M r  W h e e l w r i g h t  w e n t ,  
w i t h  m a n y  o f  h i s  f o l l o w e r s ,  a n d  f o u n d e d  t h e 
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town and church of Exeter, New Hampshire. From thence  
h e  s oon  a f t e r  r emoved  t o  We l l s  i n  Ma ine :  and  
a f ter  f ive  or  s ix  year s ’  absence,  he owned hi s  er- 
ro r s ,  made  h i s  r e t r a c t ion ,  and  wa s  r e s to red  to  a  
residence in Massachusetts.

The  unhappy  woman  who  h ad  f omen t ed  s u ch  
a  d i s t u r b anc e ,  a f t e r  a  s ho r t  imp r i s onmen t ,  wa s  
s e t  a t  l i b e r t y .  Bu t  r e t u rn i ng  t o  h e r  o l d  cou r s e  
of  agi ta t ion,  she was summoned before the whole  
cong rega t ion  on  a  l e c tu re  day ,  when  he r  e r ro r s  
were  enumera t ed  and  condemned ,  and  a  so l emn  
admoni t ion  was  read  to  her  by  Mr  Cot ton ,  who  
dec idedly  reproved the d i spos i t ion of  the woman  
who had once been his most ardent admirer.

S h e  t h e n  r e s i d e d  a  w h i l e  i n  M r  C o t t o n ’ s  
f ami ly ,  where  he  and  Mr Davenpor t  l aboured  to  
convince her ,  and br ing her  to  repent  o f  her  er- 
r o r s .  T h e y  s o  f a r  p r e v a i l e d  w i t h  h e r ,  t h a t  s h e  
made  a  wr i t t en  recan t a t ion  o f  mos t  o f  he r  an t i - 
nomi an  he r e s i e s ;  bu t  i n  l anguage  s o  equ i voc a l ,  
a s  f a i l e d  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  c h u r c h .  I n  a n  o r a l  e x - 
p l an a t i on  she  made  a  g ene r a l  con f e s s i on  o f  he r  
d e lu s i on s ,  s o  humb le  and  pen i t en t i a l ,  t h a t  t hey  
b e g an  t o  hope  t h a t  s h e  wa s  r e a l l y  a bou t  t o  b e  
r e c l a i m e d .  B u t  t h e  m o m e n t  t h e y  b e g a n  t o  
touch upon par t icu lar  point s ,  she became as  wi ld 
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a s  eve r :  and  invo lved  he r s e l f  in  such  con t r ad i c - 
t i o n s  a s  a m a z e d  a n d  a l i e n a t e d  t h e  l a s t  o f  h e r  
s u p p o r t e r s  a n d  a d v o c a t e s .  A l l  h o p e  i n  h e r  f a - 
vour  be ing  now abandoned ,  a  mot ion  wa s  made  
f o r  h e r  e x c o m m u n i c a t i o n .  T h e  l o n g - s u f f e r i n g  
chu r ch ,  f e e l i ng  a  l i nge r ing  t ende rne s s  f o r  t he i r  
e r r i n g  s i s t e r ,  a n d  s o m e t h i n g  o f  h o r r o r  a t  t h e  
thought  o f  pa s s ing  tha t  dread sentence ,  s t i l l  he s- 
i t a t e d  t o  t a k e  t h e  s t e p .  A t  l a s t ,  t h e  r e s o l u t i on  
w a s  a d o p t e d ,  a n d  t h e  g a n g r e n e d  l i m b  w a s  
stricken from the body.

A f t e r  l i n g e r i n g  w i t h  h e r  f r i e n d s  a w h i l e ,  s h e  
depar ted to  an i s l and in  Narraganset t  Bay,  which  
h e r  h u s b a n d  a n d  o t h e r s  h a d  p u r c h a s e d  o f  t h e  
I n d i a n s .  H e r e  t h e y  w e r e  e v e r  s t a r t i n g  s o m e  
mons t rous  o r  foo l i sh  no t ion :—such  a s ,  tha t  wo- 
men  h ave  no  s ou l s ,  t h a t  mo r a l i t y  i s  a n t i ch r i s t ,  
a nd  t h a t  t h e  d ev i l  a nd  t h e  Ho l y  Gho s t  h ad  an  
i n d w e l l i n g  w i t h  e v e r y  b e l i e v e r .  H e r  h u s b a n d  
dy i ng  abou t  s i x  y e a r s  a f t e r ,  s h e  a g a i n  r emoved  
into the l imi t s  o f  the Dutch colony beyond New  
Haven .  He r e ,  i n  t h e  f o l l ow ing  y e a r ,  s h e  c ame  
to  the end of  her  ear th ly  sorrows under  the Mo- 
h awk  s c a l p i ng -kn i f e .  She  pe r i s h ed  w i th  a l l  h e r  
fami ly of  s ixteen persons ,  except  that  one daugh- 
ter was carried into captivity.
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Thi s  prot rac ted controver sy  be ing thus  brought  
t o  a  c l o s e ,  Mr  Co t ton  f ound  l e i s u r e  t o  wr i t e  a  
r ep l y  to  a  t r e a t i s e  wh ich  a  Mr  Ba rna rd  in  Eng- 
land had publ i shed aga ins t  the mode of  gather ing  
t h e  c h u r c h e s  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y .  M r  C o t t o n ,  i n  
th i s  year  1638,  a l so  rep l ied to a  defence of  l i tur- 
gies by Mr Ball.

T h u s  t h i s  f a i t h f u l  s o l d i e r  o f  t h e  c r o s s ,  e v e r  
va l i an t  fo r  the  t ru th ,  had  s ca rce  pan ted  th rough  
the  to i l s  o f  one  sha rp  con f l i c t ,  be fore  he  g i rded  
h imse l f  f o r  f r e sh  encoun te r s .  And ,  doub t l e s s ,  i t  
w a s  no  sma l l  r e l i e f ,  t o  t u r n  f r om  t h e  s t r u g g l e  
within the camp to meet an adversary abroad.



CHAPTER IX
Mr Cotton’s success in the ministry. His influence in the commu- 

nity. Instances. Women’s vails. Independent spirit of the people.  
Instances. Morality of the colony. Mr Cotton invited to return to  
England in 1641. Again next year to the Wesiminster Assembly.  
Congregationalists in the Assembly. Mr Cotton declines going.  
Survey of the sum of Church Discipline. Other writings on the  
subject. Synod of 1643, Synod of 1646–8. Cambridge platform.  
Mr Cotton in the family. Family altar. Sabbath keeping. T  
Shepard. Letter to N Rogers. Hospital ity. Benevolence to  
Church of Segetea. Learning. Reading Calvin. Habits of study.  
Manner of preaching. Luther. Roger Clap. Fast days. Contro- 
versial writings. Correspondence, N Rogers, O Cromwell.  
Carlyle. Mr Cotton’s personal appearance. Pulpit delivery. Equa- 
nimity. Patience under abuse. Cause of his death. Last labours.  
Prepares to die. Closing scene. Funeral obsequies. Dwelling- 
house. Will. Houses of worship. Baptisms. Admissions to the  
church. Mr Cotton’s children. His grandchildren. Ministers and  
preachers to the Indians. Children of Mr Cotton who died before  
him. The Mothers. Mr Cotton’s widow. Woodbridge’s elegy.

A f t e r  h i s  t r o u b l e s  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  M r s  
Hutchinson’s  d i s turbances ,  which so a f f l ic ted him  
t h a t  h e  s e r i ou s l y  med i t a t e d  a  r e t r e a t  f r om  t h e  
co lony,  Mr Cot ton pa s sed the  re s t  o f  h i s  days  in  
peace  and h igh e s teem.  Hi s  l abour s  in  the  pu lp i t
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and  e l s ewhe r e  we r e  exceed ing l y  g r e a t ;  a nd  t h e  
p o w e r  o f  G o d  m i g h t i l y  a t t e n d e d  t h e m ,  a n d  
c r o w n e d  t h e m  t o  t h e  c o n v e r s i o n  o f  n u m e r o u s  
s ou l s ,  a nd  t h e  ed i f i c a t i on  o f  t hou s and s .  Unde r  
the  wi se  counse l s  o f  the  nob le  and devout  Win- 
throp in the State,  and those of Mr Cotton in the  
C h u r c h ,  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  p r o s p e r e d  t o  s u c h  a  
degree ,  a s  to  make the  gra te fu l  inhabi tant s  app ly  
to  them the  words  o f  the  Psa lm,—‘Thou leddes t  
thy people l ike a  f lock by the hand of  Moses  and  
Aaron.’

M r  C o t t o n  k n e w  h o w  t o  t o u c h  t h e  k e y s  o f  
t h e  human  he a r t ,  s o  a s  t o  d r aw  ou t  r e s pon s i v e  
a nd  a c co rd an t  no t e s .  He  p l a y ed  t h i s  comp l i c a - 
t ed  o rg an  w i th  a  ma s t e r ’ s  h and :  and  though  he  
f ound  i t  s ome t ime s  s a d l y  ou t  o f  t une ,  h i s  s k i l l  
would  o f ten  b lend the  j a r r ing  sounds  in  surpr i s - 
i n g  h a rmony .  The  chu r ch  wh i ch  h e  gov e rn ed ,  
w i th  one  o r  two  excep t ion s ,  s o  peace fu l l y ,  wa s  
o r g a n i s e d  o f  v e r y  d i s c o r d a n t  m a t e r i a l s .  M a n y  
o f  t he  membe r s  we re  s t rong l y  i n c l i ned  to  mos t  
o f  the  fo rms  o f  the  na t iona l  church  o f  Eng l and ,  
i n  wh i ch  t h ey  h ad  b een  b r ed ;  and  o the r s  we r e  
s p e c u l a t i v e  a n d  a d v e n t u r o u s  r e f o r m e r s ,  w h o  
scarce knew how to be subject to any sett led rule.  
B u t  t h e  p a t i e n t  s a g a c i t y  o f  t h e i r  t e a c h e r  w a s
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marve lou s l y  succe s s fu l  i n  t r a in ing  them to  hab- 
its of agreement and order.

A  f e w  i n s t a n c e s  a r e  r e c o r d e d  w h i c h  m a y  
s e r v e  t o  s h o w  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  h i s  i n f l u e n c e .  I n  
1634, the people of Boston chose a committee for  
the  d iv i s ion  and  d i s t r ibu t ion  o f  the  town l and s ,  
and  purpose ly  omi t t ed  to  p l ace  any  o f  the  mag- 
i s t r a t e s  o n  t h e  c o m m i t t e e .  M r  C o t t o n  s o o n  
p e r su aded  t hem,  t h a t  i t  wa s  more  a c co rd ing  t o  
o rder ,  to  re fe r  such  a f f a i r s  to  the  c iv i l  e lde r s  o f  
t h e i r  I s r a e l .  A n d  s o  t h e y  u n a n i m o u s l y  a g r e e d  
to go into a new election, agreeably to his views.

I n  1 6 3 9 ,  w h e n  t h e  d e c a y s  o f  t h e i r  f i r s t  r u d e  
p l ace  o f  worsh ip ,  and the  growth o f  the  congre- 
ga t ion ,  made  i t  nece s s a ry  to  r e a r  ano the r ,  the re  
a r o s e  a  w a r m  d i s p u t e  a s  t o  t h e  s p o t  w h e r e  i t  
s h o u l d  s t a n d .  T h e i r  T e a c h e r  i n t e r f e r e d  w i t h  
such  succe s s  a s  to  reconc i l e  the i r  op in ions  upon  
a  po in t ,  which ,  above  a l l  o ther s  i s  ap t  to  rend a  
cong rega t ion  in  sunde r .  The  new ed i f i c e  co s t  a  
thousand pounds ,  which th i s  poor  peop le  cheer- 
f u l l y  p a i d ,  w i t h o u t  a s s e s s m e n t ,  b y  v o l u n t a r y  
contribution.

A t  an  e l e c t i on  he ld  i n  1641 ,  i t  wa s  p ropo s ed ,  
that  two of  the deputies ,  who had fa l len into low  
c i r cums t an c e s ,  s hou l d  b e  d ropped  i n  f a vou r  o f 
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w e a l t h i e r  m e n .  T h e  T e a c h e r ,  h e a r i n g  o f  t h e  
project ,  generous ly ,  but  prudent ly ,  condemned i t  
a t  h i s  n ex t  week l y  l e c t u r e ,  i n  wh i ch  h e  ma in - 
ta ined, that ,  i f  old and fa i thful  of f icers  had grown  
poor  in  the  pub l i c  s e rv ice ,  in s tead  o f  be ing  d i s - 
c a r d e d ,  t h e y  s h o u l d  b e  r e l i e v e d  a t  t h e  p u b l i c  
e x p e n s e .  T h e  r e p r o o f  w a s  f e l t ,  a n d  h a d  i t s  
proper effect.

In  ano the r  c a s e  he  p roved  tha t  even  the  a rb i - 
t r a ry  f a sh ions  o f  f ema le  appa re l  cou ld  not  wi th- 
s t a n d  t h e  w e i g h t  o f  h i s  s o l i d  c o u n s e l s .  R o g e r  
W i l l i a m s  a n d  M r  S k e l t o n  h a d  p e r s u a d e d  t h e  
f ema le  pa r t  o f  the i r  congrega t ion  a t  Sa l em,  tha t  
i t  w a s  a  r e l i g i ou s  du t y  f o r  a l l  women  t o  we a r  
v e i l s  i n  pub l i c  wor sh i p .  Mr  Co t ton  wen t  t he r e  
t o  p r e a c h  o n  t h e  L o r d ’ s  d a y .  H e  w a s  m u c h  
s t r u c k  a t  t h e  o r i e n t a l  a s p e c t  o f  t h i n g s  i n  t h e  
cong r eg a t i on ,  s o  d i f f e r en t  f r om the  cu s t oms  o f  
the  Eng l i sh  peop le :  and in  h i s  fo renoon in s t ruc- 
t i on s ,  he  e f f e c tu a l l y  t ook  the  ve i l  f r om o f f  t he  
under s t and ing s  o f  the  l ad ie s ,  and  so  en l igh tened  
their  minds thereby,  that  they a l l  appeared in the  
a f t e r n o o n  w i t h o u t  a n y  v e i l  u p o n  t h e i r  h e a d s .  
And so that fashion passed away.

But  i t  wou ld  be  the  he igh t  o f  in ju s t i ce  to  our  
f ree- sp i r i ted  ances tor s ,  to  suppose  tha t  there  was 
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any th ing se rv i le  in  the  profound de ference  they  
u sua l ly  pa id  to  the  sugges t ions  o f  the i r  c iv i l  and  
e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  l e a d e r s .  When  oc c a s i on  r equ i r ed ,  
they were not s low to show a s tubborn independ- 
e n c e  w i t h  w h i c h  i t  w o u l d  n o t  d o  t o  t r i f l e .  
Thus  in  1634,  the  people  fe l t  apprehens ive ,  tha t ,  
by  re-e l ec t ing  Winthrop ,  they  shou ld  make  way  
fo r  a  Governor  fo r  l i f e .  Mr  Cot ton ,  then  a t  the  
he igh t  o f  h i s  popu la r i ty ,  in  a  s e rmon be fore  the  
Gene r a l  Cou r t ,  on  whom the  cho i c e  devo l v ed ,  
t augh t ;  ‘ tha t  a  mag i s t r a t e  ought  no t  to  be  tu rn- 
ed  out  wi thout  ju s t  cau se ,  no  more  than  a  mag- 
i s t r a t e  m i g h t  t u r n  o u t  a  p r i v a t e  m a n  f r o m  h i s  
f r e e h o l d ,  w i t h o u t  t r i a l . ’  N o  n o i s e  w a s  r a i s e d  
about  th i s  dangerous  doc t r ine ;  bu t ,  a t  tha t  s ame  
e l ec t ion ,  they  tu rned  ou t  Win th rop ,  and  pu t  in  
D u d l e y .  N e x t  y e a r  t h e y  o u s t e d  D u d l e y ,  a n d  
p u t  i n  H a y n e s .  T h e  y e a r  a f t e r ,  t h e y  l e f t  o f f  
H a y n e s ,  a n d  p u t  i n  V a n e .  A n d  a l l  b y  w a y  o f  
p r a c t i c a l l y  showing  the i r  d i s s en t  f rom the  doc- 
t r i n e ,  t h a t  an  e l e c t i v e  mag i s t r a t e  h a s  any  th ing  
l i k e  a  f r e e h o l d  t e n u r e  o f  h i s  o f f i c e .  I n  1 6 3 9 ,  
the  Governor  and  mag i s t r a t e  ven tu red  to  nomi- 
nate three persons to f i l l  vacancies  in their  board;  
l e a v i n g  t h e  p eop l e ,  howeve r ,  a s  t h e y  s a i d ,  ‘ t o  
use their  l ibert ies  according to their  consciences . ’ 
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And the  peop le  d i d  u se  the i r  l i be r t i e s  a ccord ing  
t o  t h e i r  c on s c i e n c e s .  They  cho s e  n e v e r  a  man  
o f  t h e m .  T h e s e  w e r e  d a y s ,  w h e n  ‘ k i n g  C a u - 
cas’ did not reign so despotically as now.

Such  in s t ance s ,  r i gh t l y  con s ide red ,  a r e  equa l l y  
honour ab l e  to  a l l  t he  pa r t i e s .  I t  s hows  tha t  the  
ex t reme de fe rence  o rd ina r i l y  pa id  to  the i r  l e ad- 
ing men,  was  not  a  b l ind and s l av i sh  submis s ion;  
bu t  a  f r e e  and  in t e l l i g en t  homage  to  the i r  p r e - 
eminent wisdom and worth.

S u c h  w a s  t h e  s t a t e  o f  m o r a l s  i n  t h o s e  d a y s ,  
t h a t  o f  t w e l v e  h u n d r e d  m e n  u n d e r  a r m s  o n  a  
t r a in ing  day ,  no t  one  wa s  in tox ica ted ,  o r  gu i l t y  
o f  p r o f a n e  l a ngu ag e .  No t  l ong  a f t e r  t h i s  t ime ,  
a  s e rmon  wa s  p r e a ched  in  London ,  be fo r e  bo th  
h o u s e s  o f  p a r l i a m e n t ,  t h e  L o r d  M a y o r  a n d  
A l d e r m e n  o f  L o n d o n ,  a n d  t h e  W e s t m i n s t e r  
A s s e m b l y  o f  D i v i n e s ,  c o n s t i t u t i n g  t h e  m o s t  
remarkab le  aud i tory  which the  wor ld  cou ld  then  
h a v e  b r o u g h t  t o g e t h e r .  I n  t h a t  s e r m o n ,  t h e  
p r e a c h e r  s a i d ; — ‘ I  h a v e  l i v e d  i n  a  c o u n t r y  
where  in  s even  yea r s  I  neve r  s aw a  begga r ,  no r  
h e a r d  a n  o a t h ,  n o r  l o o k e d  u p o n  a  d r u n k a r d . ’  
T h a t  c o u n t r y  w a s  N e w  E n g l a n d .  I n  a n o t h e r  
p l a ce ,  add i t iona l  t e s t imony  wi l l  be  p re s en ted  a s  
t o  the  h i gh  tone  o f  mora l i t y  i n  the  f i r s t  a ge  o f  
this country. 
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Mr  Co t t on  wa s  b y  no  mean s  f o r go t t en  i n  h i s  
n a t i v e  coun t r y .  The  t ime s  we r e  com ing ,  when  
‘ c a r o u s i n g  c a v a l i e r s  w e r e  t u r n e d  t o  f l i g h t  i n  
e v e r y  f i g h t  a n d  s k i r m i s h ’ ,  b y  ‘ p r a y i n g  P u r i - 
t an s ’ ,  t ho se  wa r r io r s  o f  ‘ i ron  g r imne s s ,  s t e rn  a s  
doom. ’  I t  wa s  about  to  be  a sce r t a ined  tha t  so l id  
r o u n d - h e a d s  ‘ w e r e  m u c h  t o o  h a r d  f o r  e m p t y  
r a t t l e - h e a d s . ’  T h e  L o n g  P a r l i a m e n t  h a d  b e - 
gun  to  t ake  ma t t e r s  i n  h and  a s  p a r l i amen t s  h ad  
n e v e r  d o n e  b e f o r e .  T h a t  p e r s e c u t i n g  p o w e r ,  
w h i c h  h a d  b a n i s h e d  f r o m  B r i t a i n  s o  m a n y  o f  
the  cho ice  sp i r i t s  o f  the  l and ,  wa s  now broken ;  
a n d  m a n y  o f  t h e  w a n d e r e r s  w e r e  r e t u r n i n g  t o  
the i r  homes ,  whi le  o ther s  were  ea rnes t ly  inv i ted  
to  ava i l  themse lves  o f  the  a l te red s ta te  o f  a f f a i r s .  
I n  1 6 4 1 ,  a  l e t t e r  w a s  a d d r e s s e d  t o  M r  C o t t o n  
a nd  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  l e a d i n g  co l on i s t s ,  e n t r e a t i n g  
t h em  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  mo the r - coun t r y ,  a nd  t o  
take the par t  which would natura l ly  fa l l  to  them,  
i f  t h e r e ,  i n  r emode l l i n g  t h e  i n s t i t u t i on s  o f  t h e  
l a n d .  T h i s  l e t t e r  w a s  s i g n e d  b y  t h e  l e a d i n g  
men  i n  t h a t  g r e a t  r e vo lu t i on ,  i n c l ud ing  O l i v e r  
C r o m w e l l .  I t  w a s  e v e n  i n  c o n t e m p l a t i o n  t o  
send over a ship expressly for him.

The  n e x t  y e a r ,  Mr  Co t t on  wa s  i n v i t e d ,  w i t h  
M r  H o o k e r  a n d  M r  D a v e n p o r t ,  t o  r e p a i r  t o 
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England, and partake in the labours of  the famous  
A s s e m b l y  o f  D i v i n e s  a t  W e s t m i n s t e r .  M r  
Cot ton and Mr Davenpor t  were  a t  f i r s t  d i sposed  
to comply with the invitat ion, but were dis suaded  
b y  M r  H o o k e r .  T h e  l a t t e r  w a s  d e c i d e d l y  
oppo s ed  t o  t h e  mea su r e .  He  p rob ab l y  f o r e s aw ,  
t h a t  t h e  ove rwhe lm ing  p r eponde r ance  o f  P r e s - 
by te r i an  member s  in  tha t  As sembly  would  prob- 
ab ly  c rea te  g rea t  d i f f i cu l ty  fo r  any  who were  so  
f u l l y  commi t t ed  i n  con s c i ence  and  p r i nc i p l e  t o  
t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  W a y ,  a s  h i m s e l f  a n d  h i s  
b r e t h r e n  h e r e .  T h e r e  w e r e  i n  t h a t  A s s e m b l y ,  
f i ve  Congrega t iona l i s t s ,  commonly  d i s t ingu i shed  
a s  t h e  ‘ D i s s e n t i n g  B r e t h r e n ’ .  T h e s e ,  w i t h  
s o m e  h e l p  f r o m  a b o u t  a s  m a n y  m o r e  o f  l e s s e r  
no t e ,  k ep t  t h e  who l e  A s s emb ly  a t  b ay  f o r  l ong  
yea r s  o f  deba t e  and  to i l .  The  g re a t  body  o f  the  
membe r s  wa s  d eep l y  i n t en t  upon  e s t ab l i s h ing  a  
g o v e r n m e n t  b y  P r e s b y t e r i e s ,  S y n o d s ,  a n d  A s - 
s e m b l i e s ,  o v e r  a l l  t h e  c h u r c h e s  o f  E n g l a n d ,  
w i t h o u t  a n y  t o l e r a t i o n  o f  o t h e r  s e c t s .  T h e y  
laboured in this work with immense vigour, having  
a l l  t h e  p o w e r  o f  t h e  L o n g  P a r l i a m e n t  t o  b a c k  
t h em .  Bu t  do  wha t  t h ey  wou l d ,  t h e  i nv i n c i b l e  
‘ D i s s e n t i n g  B r e t h r e n ’  h a d  t h e  a m a z i n g  a d - 
dre s s  to  embarra s s  a l l  the i r  a t tempt s .  I t  was  long 
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be fo r e  t h ey  cou l d  e f f e c t  a ny  t h i ng ,  e x c ep t  t h e  
p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  C a t e c h i s m s ,  C o n f e s s i o n  o f  
Fa i th ,  and  such doc t r ina l  a r t i c l e s ,  in  which  they  
a l l  a g r e e d .  A n d  w h e n  a t  l a s t ,  w i t h  e x t r e m e  
d i f f i c u l t y ,  t h e  A s s e m b l y  h a d  c o m p l e t e d  t h e i r  
comp l i c a t ed  mode l  o f  chu r ch -gove rnmen t ,  a nd  
h ad  b egun  t o  g e t  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  mach ine r y  i n to  
ac tua l  opera t ion ,  i t  wa s  too  l a t e !  A l l  the  whee l s  
we r e  b roken  a t  once ,  when  Cromwe l l  s t amped  
w i t h  h i s  h e a v y  h e e l ,  a n d  t h e  L o n g  P a r l i a m e n t  
vanished.

O f  t h a t  r e d o u b t a b l e  ‘ F i v e ’ ,  w e r e  D r  G o o d - 
w in  a nd  Ph i l i p  Nye ,  who  knew  o f  o l d  wha t  a  
p e r i l o u s  d e b a t e r  M r  C o t t o n  c o u l d  b e .  R i g h t  
g l a d  w o u l d  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n ,  i n  t h o s e  ‘ w a r s  o f  
the  Lord ’ ,  to  have  had  the  a id  o f  th ree  champi- 
on s  f r om  New Eng l and .  Bu t  t h e s e  l a t t e r  we r e ,  
d o u b t l e s s ,  b e t t e r  e m p l o y e d  i n  c o m p l e t i n g  a n d  
s e t t l i n g  t h e  w o r k  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  w e r e  h e r e  
e n g a g e d .  M r  H o o k e r  a n d  M r  C o t t o n  w e r e  
t h en  oc cup i ed  i n  t h e  p r ep a r a t i on  o f  ‘A  Su rvey  
o f  t h e  S u m  o f  C h u r c h - D i s c i p l i n e ’ .  T h e  f i r s t  
copy  o f  t h i s  work  wa s  l o s t  a t  s e a  by  sh ipwreck  
on  i t s  w ay  t o  Eng l a nd  t o  b e  p r i n t e d .  Ano th e r  
copy  h ad  a  h app i e r  p a s s a g e ,  and  wa s  pub l i s h ed  
a t  L o n d o n  i n  1 6 4 8 .  I t  i s  i n  t w o  b o o k s ;  o f 
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which  the  f i r s t  i s  by  Mr  Hooker ,  and  the  o the r  
b y  Mr  Co t ton .  On  t he  t i t l e -p age  f i r s t  p r i n t ed ,  
t h e  w h o l e  w o r k  i s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  M r  H o o k e r :  
f r o m  w h i c h  i t  h a s  h a p p e n e d  t h a t  M r  C o t t o n ’ s  
s h a r e  i n  i t  h a s  e s c a p e d  t h e  n o t i c e  o f  m o s t  o f  
t ho s e  who  h a v e  s poken  o f  i t .  Th i s  wa s  a  v e r y  
impor t an t  t r e a t i s e  i n  i t s  d ay ;  and  i t  wa s  ed i t ed  
a n d  p r e f a c e d  b y  D r  G o o d w i n .  T h e  e d i t o r ,  
a l l ud ing  to  the  lo s s  o f  the  o r i g ina l  copy ,  make s  
a  r e m a r k  u p o n  i t  w o r t h  t r a n s c r i b i n g .  ‘ T h e  
d e s t i n y  w h i c h  h a t h  a t t e n d e d  t h i s  b o o k ,  h a t h  
v i s i t e d  m y  t h o u g h t s  w i t h  a n  a p p r e h e n s i o n  o f  
someth ing  l ike  an  omen to  the  cau se  i t s e l f :  tha t  
a f t e r  t h e  o v e r w h e l m i n g  o f  i t  w i t h  a  f l o o d  o f  
ob loqu i e s ,  and  d i s adv an t a ge s ,  and  m i s r ep r e s en - 
t a t ion s ,  and  in ju r iou s  impre s s ion s  c a s t  ou t  a f t e r  
i t ,  i t  m i gh t  i n  t h e  t ime  wh i ch  God  a l one  h a th  
pu t  i n  h i s  own  powe r ,  b e  a g a i n  eme rgen t . ’  He  
a l so  compare s  the  c au se  to  s eed-corn ,  wh ich ,  i f  
i t  f a l l  to  the ground and die ,  together  with some  
o f  tho se  who s c a t t e r  i t ,  sha l l  a t  l a s t  b r ing  fo r th  
much  f ru i t .  The se  p re s age s  s eem to  be  in  l a t t e r  
s t age s  o f  fu l f i lment .  For ,  though long depre s sed ,  
and ,  in  a  manner  bur ied ,  the  pr inc ip le s  o f  Con- 
g r e g a t i on a l i sm  h av e  n ev e r ,  s i n c e  t h e  p r im i t i v e  
ages, spread so rapidly as of late years. 
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Mos t  o f  the  ab l e s t  t r e a t i s e s  wh ich  appea red  in  
d e f en c e  o f  t ho s e  p r i n c i p l e s  i n  t h e  s e v en t e en th  
c e n t u r y ,  w e n t  f r o m  N e w  E n g l a n d .  M r  C o t t o n  
d i d  mo r e  i n  t h i s  way  t h an  any  o f  ou r  d i v i n e s :  
b u t  v a l u a b l e  b o o k s  w e r e  p r e p a r e d  b y  H o o k e r ,  
Davenpor t ,  S tone ,  A l l en ,  Shepa rd ,  Richa rd  Ma- 
t h e r ,  T h o m p s o n ,  W e l d e ,  N o r t o n ,  a n d  o t h e r s .  
T h i s  w a s  t h e  g r e a t  c o n t r o v e r s y  o f  t h e i r  d a y .  
O u r  f a t h e r s  s t u d i e d  i t  w i t h  c a r e .  T h e r e  w a s  
scarce ly  a  mini s ter  of  note among them, who did  
no t  p r e a ch  and  pub l i s h  upon  i t .  They  we r e  f a r  
enough f rom set t ing the pat tern for  that  spur ious  
l i be r a l i t y ,  wh ich  i s  now so  much  in  vogue ,  and  
w h i c h  d r e a d s  t o  h a v e  a n y  t h i n g  s a i d  o r  d o n e  
a bou t  Cong r e g a t i on a l i sm  f o r  f e a r  o f  mak i ng  i t  
sectarian.

I n  t h e  y e a r  1 6 4 3 ,  a l l  t h e  m i n i s t e r s  i n  t h e  
c o u n t r y ,  t o  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  f i f t y ,  a s s e m b l e d  a t  
C a m b r i d g e .  ‘ T h e y  s a t  i n  t h e  c o l l e g e ,  a n d  
h ad  the i r  d i e t  t he r e  a f t e r  t he  manne r  o f  s cho l - 
a r s ’  c o m m o n s ,  b u t  s o m e w h a t  b e t t e r ,  y e t  s o  
o r d e r e d  a s  i t  c a m e  n o t  t o  a b o v e  s i x p e n c e  t h e  
m e a l  f o r  a  p e r s o n . ’  T h i s  f r u g a l i t y  i s  t h e  m o s t  
r e m a r k a b l e  t h i n g  r e c o r d e d  o f  t h i s  s y n o d .  M r  
C o t t o n  a n d  M r  H o o k e r  w e r e  t h e  m o d e r a t o r s .  
The main bus ines s  was ,  to  d i s suade the Newbury 
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m i n i s t e r s ,  T h o m a s  P a r k e r  a n d  J a m e s  
Noye s ,  f r om a t t emp t ing  t o  i n t roduce  t he  P r e s - 
byterian government in their church.

W h i l e  w e  a r e  u p o n  s y n o d s ,  w e  m a y  a s  w e l l  
speak of  the  most  important  meet ing o f  the  k ind  
e v e r  h e l d  i n  N e w  E n g l a n d .  I t  w a s  c o n v e n e d  
a t  Camb r i d g e  l a t e  i n  1 6 46 ,  unde r  t h e  a u s p i c e s  
o f  t h e  m a g i s t r a t e s .  A f t e r  t h r e e  s e s s i o n s ,  t h e  
l a s t  o f  which  te rmina ted  on  the  28 th  o f  Augus t ,  
1 6 4 8 ,  t h e y  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  c h u r c h e s  a n d  t h e  
c i v i l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  t h e  c e l e b r a t e d  ‘ C a m b r i d g e  
P l a t f o r m  o f  C h u r c h  G o v e r n m e n t ’ .  H a v i n g  
f u l l y  d i s cu s s ed  t he  work ,  t h e  Gene r a l  Cou r t  a t  
i t s  n e x t  m e e t i n g  b u t  o n e  ‘ t h a n k f u l l y  a c c e p t e d  
t h e r eo f ,  a nd  d e c l a r e d  t h e i r  a pp rob a t i on  o f  t h e  
s a i d  P l a t f o r m  o f  D i s c i p l i n e ,  a s  b e i n g ,  f o r  t h e  
sub s t ance  the reo f ,  wha t  they  had  h i the r to  p r ac- 
t i c e d  i n  t h e i r  c hu r ch e s ,  a nd  d i d  b e l i e v e  t o  b e  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d . ’  I t  t h u s  r e - 
c e i v e d  i n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  t h e  s a n c t i o n  o f  l a w :  
and  indeed  was  adopted  in  a l l  the  New Eng l and  
c o l on i e s ,  Rhode  I s l a nd  e x c ep t ed ,  t i l l  t h e  S a y - 
brook Pla t form was  adopted in Connect icut  s ix ty  
y e a r s  a f t e r .  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  a r t i c l e s  o f  f a i t h  
i n  ve ry  many  o f  ou r  churche s ,  exp re s s l y  r e cog- 
n i s e  t h e  Cambr i dg e  P l a t f o rm  a s  p r e s en t i ng  t h e 
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pr inc ip l e s  o f  ecc l e s i a s t i c a l  o rde r  r ecogn i s ed  and  
p r a c t i c ed  by  them.  And  ye t  i f  any  one  we re  to  
i n q u i r e  h o w  m a n y ,  o u t  o f  t h e  t h o u s a n d s  o f  
member s  o f  those  churches  who have  subsc r ibed  
t h a t  dec l a r a t i on ,  h ave  eve r  r e ad  the  i n s t rumen t  
r e f e r r ed  to ,  the  r e su l t  wou ld  be ,  pe rhap s ,  more  
c u r i o u s  t h a n  g r a t i f y i n g .  L e s s  a c t u a l  i n c o n - 
v e n i e n c e ,  h o w e v e r ,  h a s  r e s u l t e d  f r o m  t h e  t o o  
g ene r a l  omi s s i on  o f  t he  du ty  o f  ex amin ing  th i s  
i n s t r u m e n t ,  t h a n  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  e x p e c t e d .  
The  pr inc ip le s  o f  Congrega t iona l i sm a re  so  f ew,  
s imp l e  a nd  i n t e l l i g i b l e ,  t h a t  t h e  p eop l e  ob t a i n  
s o m e  g e n e r a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e m  w i t h o u t  
m u c h  s p e c i a l  e f f o r t .  S t i l l  i t  w o u l d  b e  f a r  b e t - 
t e r ,  i f  t he  peop l e  who  fo l low our  s y s t em wou ld  
r e ad  the  book  in  wh ich  i t  i s  s e t  fo r th ,  toge the r  
w i th  some  o f  t he  v a lu ab l e  wr i t i ng s  wh i ch  have  
recently appeared on the same subject.

Bu t  l i t t l e  now  r ema in s  t o  b e  con s i d e r ed ,  e x - 
c ep t  wha t  r e l a t e s  t o  t he  pe r sona l  cha r a c t e r  and  
habits of Mr Cotton.

I n  t h e  f a m i l y ,  h e  ‘ r u l e d  w e l l  h i s  o w n  
h o u s e ’ ;  a s  b e c a m e  o n e  w h o  s o  w e l l  ‘ r u l e d  h i s  
own  s p i r i t ’ .  I f  a ny  t h i ng  wen t  am i s s ,  h e  n eve r  
co r rec ted  i t  in  a  pa s s ion :  bu t ,  w i th  g rea t  de l ib- 
e r a t i on ,  beg an  by  showing  wha t  p r e cep t  o f  t he  
Bible had been transgressed or disregarded.
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A t  t h e  d e vo t i on s  o f  t h e  f am i l y ,  mo rn i ng  a nd  
even ing ,  he  r e ad  a  ch ap t e r ,  exp l a i n ing  and  ap - 
p l y i ng  t h e  con t en t s  i n  a  p r a c t i c a l  manne r ,  bu t  
b r i e f l y .  B e f o r e  a n d  a f t e r  t h e  r e a d i n g ,  p r a y e r s  
w e r e  m a d e ,  t h o u g h  v e r y  s h o r t  a n d  p e r t i n e n t .  
He  s t ud i ed  b r ev i t y  i n  a l l :  f o r  h e  h e l d ,  ‘ t h a t  i t  
w a s  a  t h i n g  i n c o n v e n i e n t  m a n y  w a y s  t o  b e  
tedious in family duties.’

T h e  S a b b a t h  h e  k e p t  m o s t  c o n s c i e n t i o u s l y  
f r om even ing  to  even ing :  and  i t  i s  s uppo sed  to  
be  f rom h i s  examp le ,  th a t  the  cu s tom p reva i l ed  
s o  e x t e n s i v e l y  i n  N e w  E n g l a n d  o f  ‘ r e s t i n g  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  c o m m a n d m e n t ’  a t  t h e  g o i n g  
d o w n  o f  S a t u r d a y ’ s  s u n .  W h e n  t h a t  e v e n i n g  
a r r i v ed ,  h e  made  a  l a r g e r  e xpo s i t i on  a t  f am i l y  
p r a y e r  t h an  a t  o t h e r  t ime s .  Then  t h e  c h i l d r en  
a nd  s e r v an t s  we r e  t ho rough l y  e x e r c i s e d  i n  t h e  
c a t e ch i sm ,  p r ob ab l y  u s i n g  s u c h  a s  we r e  o f  h i s  
o w n  p r e p a r a t i o n :  o n e  o f  w h i c h ,  c a l l e d ,  ‘ M i l k  
f o r  B ab e s ’ ,  w a s  u s e d  f o r  f e e d i n g  t h e  m ind s  o f  
t he  New Eng l and  ch i l d r en  fo r  many  yea r s  a f t e r  
h i s  d e a t h .  A n o t h e r ,  c a l l e d  ‘ M e a t  f o r  S t r o n g  
M e n ’ ,  b e c a m e  t h e i r  d i e t  a t  a  m a t u r e r  a g e ,  
‘ a n d  n o u r i s h e d  t h e m  u p  i n  t h e  w o r d s  o f  f a i t h  
a n d  o f  g o o d  d o c t r i n e . ’  T h e  c a t e c h i s i n g  o v e r ,  
t h e r e  f o l l o w e d  p r a y e r ,  a n d  t h e  s i n g i n g  o f  a 
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p s a lm .  Mr  Co t t on  t h en  w i t hd r ew  to  h i s  s t udy ,  
and its devotions, till the hour of repose.

The  nex t  morn ing ,  a f t e r  t he  cu s tomary  f ami l y  
w o r s h i p ,  h e  r e t i r e d  t o  h i s  p r i v a t e  c ommun ion  
wi th God,  t i l l  he  went  to  the house  of  God,  and  
i t s  pub l i c  du t i e s .  Re tu rn ing  to  h i s  home  abou t  
noon,  he  a t  once sec luded h imse l f  in  h i s  ora tory  
or  s tudy,  in to which there  must  be  no int rus ion,  
e x c ep t  f o r  t h e  pu rpo s e  o f  c a r r y i n g  h im  a  v e r y  
s l i g h t  r e p a s t .  A t  t h e  t i m e  f o r  a f t e r n o o n  w o r - 
sh ip ,  he  came for th  aga in ,  a s  one  who had  been  
h o l d i n g  c o n v e r s e  w i t h  G o d  i n  t h e  m o u n t  o f  
p r a y e r .  C o m i n g  b a c k  f r o m  t h e  s a n c t u a r y ,  h e  
f i r s t  s ough t  h i s  r e t i r emen t ,  a nd  s p en t  a  s e a s on  
i n  c l o s e t  p r aye r .  He  then  p r ayed  w i th  h i s  f am- 
i l y ;  a f t e r  w h i c h  e a c h  o n e  o f  t h e  h o u s e h o l d  
r e p e a t e d  a s  m u c h  a s  c o u l d  b e  r e m e m b e r e d  o f  
t h e  s e r m o n s  o f  t h e  d a y ,  I n  t h o s e  d a y s ,  t h i s  
w a s  t h e  c o m m o n  p r a c t i c e  i n  a l l  P u r i t a n  f a m i - 
l i e s .  A lmo s t  e v e r y  p e r s on  wa s  p rov i d ed  w i t h  a  
b o o k  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t a k i n g  n o t e s :  s o  t h a t  
the  congrega t ion  looked ,  a s  we  shou ld  s ay ,  l i ke  
a n  a s s e m b l y  o f  r e p o r t e r s .  T h i s  r e p e t i t i o n  o f  
s e rmons  wa s  thorough ly  a t t ended  to :  and  happy  
w a s  t h e  you t h  who  cou l d  g i v e  t h e  mo s t  e x a c t  
a c c o u n t  o f  t e x t ,  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  d o c t r i n e ,  d i v i s i o n s 
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and  u s e s .  A lmos t  t he  on l y  r e l i c  o f  t h i s  i n s t ruc - 
t i v e  cu s t om wh i ch  h a s  come  down  to  ou r  d ay ,  
i s  the  p r ac t i ce ,  s t i l l  p r e s e rved  in  some f ami l i e s ,  
‘ o f  b r i n g i n g  h o m e  t h e  t e x t . ’  W h i l e  t h e  g o o d  
o l d  u s a g e  w a s  k e p t  u p ,  t h e  w a n t  o f  S a b b a t h  
school s  for  the re l ig ious  ins t ruct ion of  the young  
wa s  no t  much  f e l t .  Or  r a the r ,  t he r e  wa s  a  S ab- 
ba th  s choo l ,  and  tha t  o f  the  be s t  k ind ,  in  eve ry  
f a m i l y .  I n  M r  C o t t o n ’ s  h o u s e h o l d ,  w h e n  t h e  
r epe a t i ng  o f  t he  s e rmon s  wa s  f i n i s hed ,  w i th  a l l  
t h e  r e m a r k s  a n d  l i t t l e  e x p l a n a t i o n s  a n d  d i s - 
cu s s ion s  to  which  tha t  exe rc i s e  had  g iven  occa- 
s i o n ,  t h e  e v e n i n g  m e a l  w a s  s e r v e d  u p .  A f t e r  
s u p p e r ,  a n o t h e r  p s a l m  w a s  s u n g .  T h e n  t h e  
good  man ,  l i f t i ng  up  h i s  eye s  and  hand s ,  wou ld  
e x c l a i m ; — ‘ B l e s s e d  b e  G o d  i n  C h r i s t  o u r  
S a v i o u r ! ’ — a n d  t h e  S a b b a t h  w a s  d o n e .  B e - 
f o r e  r e t i r i n g  t o  r e s t ,  h e  a g a i n ,  i n  h i s  s t u d y ,  
c o m m i t t e d  a l l  t h a t  h e  h a d  d o n e  t o  t h a t  G o d  
whom he ‘served with a pure conscience.’

T h e  s a n c t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  L o r d ’ s  d a y  w a s  a  
v e r y  c o n s p i c u o u s  t r a i t  o f  P u r i t a n  p i e t y .  G o o d  
T h o m a s  S h e p a r d ,  g i v e s  a s  a  r e a s o n  f o r  m i g r a - 
t i n g  t o  t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  t h a t  h e  ‘ s a w  t h e  L o r d  
d e p a r t e d  f r o m  E n g l a n d  w h e n  M r  H o o k e r  a n d  
M r  C o t t o n  w e r e  g o n e . ’  T h a t  e x c e l l e n t  m a n 
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w a s  e x t r e m e l y  s c r u p u l o u s  i n  o b s e r v i n g  G o d ’ s  
ho l y  d a y .  H i s  p r ep a r a t i on s  f o r  t h e  pu l p i t  we r e  
common ly  f i n i shed  by  two  o ’ c lock  on  Sa tu rday  
a f t e r noon ;  i n  a l l u s i on  t o  wh i ch ,  h e  on c e  u s e d  
t h e s e  w o r d s ; — ‘ G o d  w i l l  c u r s e  t h a t  m a n ’ s  
l abour s ,  tha t  lumber s  up  and down in  the  wor ld  
a l l  t h e  w e e k ,  a n d  t h e n  u p o n  S a t u r d a y  i n  t h e  
a f t e r n o o n  g o e s  t o  h i s  s t u d y ;  w h e n  a s  G o d  
knows  t h a t  t ime  we r e  l i t t l e  enough  t o  p r a y  i n  
and  weep  in ,  and  ge t  h i s  he a r t  i n to  a  f r ame  f i t  
f o r  the  app roach ing  Sabba th . ’  Th i s  be a r s  r a the r  
h a rd  on  tho se  min i s t e r s  who  a r e  some t ime s  de- 
s c r i b e d  a s  ‘ S a t u r d a y - a f t e r n o o n - m e n ’ .  S u c h ,  i f  
any  such  the re  be ,  may  de r i ve  in s t ruc t ion  f rom  
the  f o l l ow ing  ex t r a c t  f r om a  l e t t e r  o f  Mr  Co t - 
t o n ’ s ,  w r i t t e n  t o  R e v .  N a t h a n i e l  R o g e r s  i n  
1 6 3 0 .  ‘ S t u d y i n g  f o r  a  s e r m o n  u p o n  t h e  S a b - 
b a t h  d a y ,  s o  f a r  a s  i t  m i gh t  b e  a ny  we a r i s ome  
l abour  to  invent ion or  memory ,  I  covet ,  when I  
c a n ,  w i l l i n g l y  t o  p r e v en t  i t :  a nd  wou l d  r a t h e r  
a t t e n d  u n t o  t h e  q u i c k e n i n g  o f  m y  h e a r t  a n d  
a f f e c t i o n s ,  i n  t h e  m e d i t a t i o n  o f  w h a t  I  a m  t o  
d e l i v e r .  M y  r e a s o n  i s ,  m u c h  r e a d i n g ,  a n d  i n - 
v e n t i o n ,  a n d  r e p e t i t i o n  o f  t h i n g s ,  t o  c o m m i t  
them to  memory ,  i s  a  wear ine s s  to  the  f l e sh  and  
sp i r i t  t oo ;  wherea s  the  Sabba th  day  do th  r a the r 
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i n v i t e  u n t o  a n  h o l y  r e s t .  B u t  y e t  i f  G o d ’ s  
p r o v i d en c e  have  s t r a i t ened  my t ime  in  the  week- 
d a y s  b e f o r e ,  b y  c o n c u r r e n c e  o f  o t h e r  b u s i n e s s  n o t  
t o  b e  a v o i d e d ,  I  d o u b t  n o t ,  b u t  t h e  L o r d ,  w h o  
a l lowed the priest s  to employ their  labour in ki l l- 
i n g  t h e i r  s a c r i f i c e s  o n  t h e  S a b b a t h  d a y ,  w i l l  
a l low us to labour in our ca l l ings on the Sabbath,  
to prepare our sacrifice for the people.’

Mr  Co t ton  wa s  a lway s  no t ed  f o r  h i s  ho sp i t a l - 
i t y .  T h e  s t r a n g e r  a n d  t h e  n e e d y  w e r e  e n t e r - 
t a ined  a t  h i s  t ab l e  w i th  a  p a s to r a l  ben ign i t y .  I t  
w a s  r a r e  t h a t  h i s  h o u s e  w a s  w i t h o u t  a  g u e s t .  
I t  w a s  a  g o s p e l  i n n .  H e  u s e d  t o  s a y ; — ‘ I f  a  
man  wan t  an  hea r t  fo r  th i s  cha r i t y ,  i t  i s  no t  f i t  
s u c h  a  m a n  s h o u l d  b e  o r d a i n e d  a  m i n i s t e r . ’  
W h i l e  h e  l i v e d  i n  E n g l a n d ,  h e  w a s  n o t e d  f o r  
hi s  bounty to di s t res sed minis ter s ,  many of  whom  
were  depr ived  by  p re l a t i c a l  r i gour  o f  the  means  
o f  sub s i s t ence  be fo re  tha t  r i gour  f e l l  upon  h im.  
M a n y  o f  t h e  r e f u g e e s  w h o  w e r e  d r i v e n  f r o m  
the i r  f locks  in  Germany by  the  per secut ion then  
r a g i ng  i n  t h e  P a l a t i n a t e  o f  t h e  Rh ine ,  f ound  a  
g e n e r o u s  f r i e n d  i n  h i m .  S o m e  o f  t h e m  w e r e  
very  eminent  d iv ine s ,  who requi ted  h i s  k indnes s  
i n  L a t i n  s u p e r l a t i v e s ,  t h e  o n l y  c o i n  t h e  p o o r 
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s o u l s  c o u l d  s p a r e . *  T o  h i s  g e n e r o u s  p r a c t i c e  
there  i s  recorded one  o f  those  except ions  which  
‘ p r o v e s  t h e  r u l e ’ .  I t  s h a l l  b e  g i v e n  i n  t h e  
w o r d s  o f  M r  W h i t i n g ,  w h o  i s  s p e a k i n g  o f  M r  
Cot ton ’ s  manner  o f  l iv ing  a t  Old  Bos ton in  Old  
E n g l a n d .  ‘ H i s  h e a r t  a n d  d o o r s  w e r e  o p e n  t o  
r e c e i v e  ( a s  a l l  t h a t  f e a r e d  G o d ,  s o )  e s p e c i a l l y  
god ly  min i s t e r s ,  wh ich  he  mos t  cour t eou s l y  en- 
t e r t a i n e d ,  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r  s t r a n g e r s  b e s i d e s .  
On ly  one  min i s t e r ,  Mr  Hacke t  by  name ,  wh i ch  
h ad  go t  i n t o  t h e  f e l l ow sh i p  o f  f amou s  Mr  A r - 
thur  Hi lde r sham,  wi th  many  o the r  god ly  min i s - 
t e r s ,  a n d  b e i n g  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  t h e i r  s e c r e t s ,  
b e t r a y e d  t h e m  i n t o  t h e  p r e l a t e ’ s  h a n d s :  t h i s  
man  coming  i n to  Bo s ton  and  mee t i ng  w i th  Mr  
Cotton,  the good man had not  the heart  to speak  
to  h im,  nor  inv i t e  h im to  h i s  hou se ;  wh ich ,  he  
s a id ,  he  never  d id  to  any  s t r ange r  tha t  he  knew  
of before, much less to any minister.’

Ano the r  in s t ance  in  wh ich  Mr  Cot ton  showed  
h im s e l f  t o  b e  one  o f  t ho s e  who  ‘ d ev i s e  l i b e r a l  
th ings ’  occur red  in  1651 ,  whi le  he  was  l iv ing  in  
A m e r i c a .  T h e r e  w a s  a  l i t t l e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l 

*	 I n  t h e i r  a c c o u n t s  o f  h i m ,  t h e y  s t y l e d  h i m ; — ‘ F a u t o r  d o c t i s s i - 
mus, clarissimus, fidelissimus, plurimumve  honorandus.’
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Church  o f  ex i l ed  Pur i t an s  a t  Sege tea  in  Bermu- 
d a ,  o f  w h i c h  M r  N a t h a n i e l  W h i t e  w a s  p a s t o r .  
Ban i shed  by  the i r  oppo se r s ,  t h i s  l i t t l e  f l ock  r e - 
t rea ted to one of  the southern i s l ands ,  a  deso la te  
spo t  where  they  su f f e red  s eve re  ha rd sh ip .  When  
the  r epor t  r e ached  Mr  Cot ton ,  he  exe r t ed  h im- 
se l f  to  p rocure  co l l ec t ion s  fo r  the i r  r e l i e f .  Near  
e i gh t  hundred  pound s  wa s  con t r i bu t ed  by  some  
s i x  o r  e i g h t  o f  t h e  p o o r  c h u r c h e s  i n  t h e  B a y .  
A  f ou r t h  p a r t  o f  t h e  s um  wa s  g a t h e r e d  b y  t h e  
Bo s t on  Chu r ch ,  whe r e  t h e r e  wa s  bu t  one  s ub - 
sc r ip t ion  tha t  equa l l ed ,  and  none  tha t  exceeded ,  
Mr  Co t t on ’ s .  The  money  wa s  l a i d  ou t  i n  co rn  
and  o the r  nece s s a r i e s ,  and  s en t ,  by  the  hand  o f  
t w o  b r e t h r e n ,  i n  a  s m a l l  v e s s e l  h i r e d  f o r  t h e  
p u r p o s e .  I t  a r r i v e d  a t  i t s  d e s t i n a t i o n ,  o n  t h e  
v e r y  d a y  when  t h e  a f f l i c t e d  e x i l e s  h ad  made  a  
p e r s o n a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e i r  l a s t  h a n d f u l  o f  
mea l ,  and  had  no  pro spec t  be fore  them but  tha t  
o f  s p e e d i l y  f a m i s h i n g  t o  d e a t h .  O n  t h a t  s e l f - 
same day too,  their  bel ieving pas tor had preached  
upon  tha t  mos t  su i t ab l e  t ex t ;—‘The  Lord  i s  my  
S h e p h e r d ,  I  s h a l l  n o t  w a n t . ’  T h e  a d m i r i n g  
ex i l e s  cou ld  no t  su f f i c i en t l y  expre s s  the i r  g r a t i - 
t u d e  f o r  t h i s  t i m e l y  s u c c o u r  f r o m  t h e i r  N e w  
E n g l a n d  f r i e n d s .  ‘ F o r  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  o f 
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th i s  s e r v i c e  no t  on l y  s upp l i e d  t h e  wan t  o f  t h e  
s a in t s ;  bu t  i s  abundan t  a l so  by  many  thank sg iv- 
ings to God.’

I n  r e v i e w i n g  w h a t  h i s  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s  h a v e  
sa id of  Mr Cotton,  we cannot  but  be s t ruck with  
the  h igh  repute  in  which  he  was  he ld  fo r  l ea rn- 
i n g .  T h i s  w a s  a  q u a l i t y  i n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  
wh i ch ,  no  m in i s t e r  i n  t h e  d ay s  o f  t h e  Pu r i t an s  
c o u l d  c o m m a n d  r e s p e c t .  A  p i o u s  a n d  l e a r n e d  
mini s t ry ,  our fa thers  cons idered to be a  necessary  
o f  l i f e .  A  D u t c h  s c h o l a r  o f  d i s t i n c t i o n  h e a r d  
M r  C o t t o n  p r e a c h  a t  B o s t o n  i n  O l d  E n g l a n d ,  
a n d  d e c l a r e d ; — ‘ t h a t  n e v e r  i n  h i s  l i f e  h a d  h e  
s e en  s u ch  a  con junc t i on  o f  l e a rn ing  and  p l a i n - 
ne s s  a s  t he r e  wa s  i n  the  p r e ach ing  o f  th i s  wor- 
t h y  man . ’  I t  wa s  r a r e  f o r  h im  t o  a l l u d e  t o  h i s  
own acquis i t ions;  but in the confidence of fr iend- 
s h i p ,  M r  C o t t o n  o n c e  s a i d ; — ‘ T h a t  h e  k n e w  
not  o f  any d i f f i cu l t  p l ace  in  a l l  the  whole  Bib le ,  
which he  had  not  weighed somewhat  unto  s a t i s - 
f a c t i on . ’  He  h ad  a n  immen s e  l i b r a r y  f o r  t ho s e  
d a y s ;  a n d  a n  i m m e n s e  a c q u a i n t a n c e  w i t h  i t .  
But  h i s  f avour i t e  au thor  was  one  whose  name i s  
n o t  a p t  t o  b e  s p o k e n  w i t h  c o m m e n d a t i o n  b y  
‘ l i p s  p o l i t e ’ .  S a i d  M r  C o t t o n ; — ‘ I  h a v e  
read  the  f a ther s ,  and  the  s choo lmen,  and  Ca lv in 
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too :  but  I  f ind  tha t  he  tha t  ha s  Ca lv in  ha s  them  
a l l . ’  W h e n  a s k e d  i n  h i s  l a t e r  d a y s ,  w h y  h e  
indu lged  h imse l f  in  noc turna l  s tud ie s  more  than  
f o rme r l y ,  h e  an swe r ed  w i t h  a  sm i l e ;—‘Bec au s e  
I  l o v e  t o  s w e e t e n  m y  m o u t h  w i t h  a  p i e c e  o f  
C a l v i n  b e f o r e  I  g o  t o  s l e e p . ’  I t  i s  n e ed l e s s  t o  
a sk  what  were  the  doct r ina l  sent iment s  o f  a  man  
w i t h  s u c h  a  m o r a l  t a s t e  a s  t h i s .  I t  i s  e v i d e n t  
t h a t  h e  h e l d  t o  t h a t  P a u l i n e  s y s t e m ,  w h i c h  i s  
p roper ly  the  be l i e f  o f  minds  na tura l l y  s t rong ,  or  
h i g h l y  i l l u m i n a t e d  b y  t h e  S p i r i t  o f  g r a c e .  N o  
p e r s o n  c a n  b e  b o t h  a n  i n t e l l i g e n t  a n d  a r d e n t  
C a l v i n i s t ,  w h o  h a s  n o t  e i t h e r  a  p r o f o u n d  a n d  
penetra t ing judgement ,  capable  of  grasping t ruths  
o f  the  f i r s t  magn i tude ;  o r  e l s e  a  hea r t  in t en se l y  
exc i t ed  and  i r r e s i s t i b l y  l ed  by  tha t  s p i r i tu a l  i n - 
f l uence ,  wh i ch  the  go spe l  de s c r i be s  a s  e s s en t i a l  
to salvation.

The  hab i t s  o r  Mr  Co t ton ,  f r om you th  to  age ,  
we re  tho s e  o f  an  i nde f a t i g ab l e  s t uden t .  He  wa s  
a n  e a r l y  r i s e r ,  d e v o t i n g  t h e  m o r n i n g  h o u r s  t o  
c l o s e r  a p p l i c a t i o n .  I n  h i s  l a t e r  y e a r s ,  h e  a b - 
s t a ined  f rom any  even ing  r epa s t ;  occupy ing  the  
t ime appropria ted to supper in reading,  re f lect ion  
a n d  p r a y e r .  H a v i n g  a  v i g o r o u s  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  
h i s  l i f e  and  l a bou r s  we r e  h app i l y  p ro longed  by 
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c a r e f u l  d i e t  a n d  r e g u l a r  l i v i n g .  H e  r a r e l y  
needed any other doctor for the body. Dryden says:

The first physicians by debauch were made; 
Excess began, and sloth sustains the trade.

H e  w a s  ‘ s p a r i n g  o f  s l e e p ,  m o r e  s p a r i n g  o f  
w o r d s ,  b u t  m o s t  s p a r i n g  o f  t i m e . ’  H i s  s t u d y  
wa s  h i s  p a r ad i s e ,  wh ich  he  neve r  w i l l i ng l y  l e f t ,  
e x c e p t  t o  d o  s o m e  g o o d  o f f i c e .  U n s e a s o n a b l e  
v i s i t o r s ,  w h o  c o n s u m e d  h i s  p r e c i o u s  t i m e ,  h e  
t r e a t e d  w i t h  a l l  g e n t l e n e s s  a n d  u r b a n i t y :  b u t  
a f ter  such an one had re t i red ,  he would say  wi th  
s o m e  r e g r e t ; — ‘ I  h a d  r a t h e r  h a v e  g i v e n  t h i s  
man  an  hand fu l  o f  money ,  th an  have  been  kep t  
t hu s  l ong  ou t  o f  my  s t udy . ’  He  kep t  by  h im  a  
s and-g l a s s  which  r an  fo r  four  hour s :  th i s  tu rned  
ove r  t h r e e  t ime s ,  mea su r ed  h i s  d a y ’ s  wo rk .  O f  
t h i s  no  sma l l  p a r t  c on s i s t e d  i n  f e r v en t  p r a y e r :  
for  he  he ld  wi th  Luther ,  tha t  he  who has  prayed  
well, has studied well.

I n  t h e  m a n n e r  o f  h i s  p r e a c h i n g ,  M r  C o t t o n  
wa s  p l a i n  a nd  p e r s p i cuou s .  He  con s c i en t i ou s l y  
fo rbore  to  make  any  d i sp l ay  o f  h i s  va s t  l e a rn ing  
i n  t h e  p u l p i t .  H e  a d d r e s s e d  h i m s e l f  t o  t h e  
c o m m o n  p e o p l e .  H i s  c h i e f  a n x i e t y  w a s ,  t o  b e 
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unde r s tood .  He  wou ld  o f t en  s ay ,  though  ap t  to  
h a n d l e  t h e  d e e p e s t  s u b j e c t s ; — ‘ I  d e s i r e  t o  
s p e a k  s o  a s  t o  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  b y  t h e  m e a n e s t  
c a p a c i t y . ’  W h e n  a n  i r o n  k e y  w o u l d  u n l o c k  
t h e  m y s t e r y  o f  g o d l i n e s s  b e t t e r  t h a n  a  g o l d e n  
one ,  he  p r e f e r r ed  the  cheape r ,  bu t  more  u s e fu l  
m e t a l .  T h e  w i s h  o f  h i s  h e a r t ,  w a s  t o  g l o r i f y  
God,  ra ther  than to  win commendat ion for  h im- 
s e l f .  A t  t h e  end  o f  a l l  h i s  manu s c r i p t  d i s cou r - 
s e s ,  h e  e v e r  i n s e r t e d  t h i s ,  o r  s o m e  s i m i l a r  
p h r a s e , — ‘ F o r  t h y  g l o r y ,  O  G o d ! ’  I n  h i m ,  
t h e  f a m e s  o f  t h e  ‘ o d o r o u s  l a m p ’  o f  s c i e n c e  
never dimmed the light of his piety.

He  common ly  be s towed  g re a t  l abour  upon  h i s  
publ ic  d i scourse s ;  though he somet imes  preached  
wi th  ve ry  g rea t  e f f ec t  when  he  had  no  p repa r a - 
t i o n  o r  w a r n i n g .  S o m e t i m e s ,  a s  b e  w a s  g o i n g  
t o  t he  pu lp i t ,  h i s  t ex t  wou ld  open  to  h im in  a  
n e w  a n d  s t r i k i n g  m a n n e r ;  h e  w o u l d  t h e n  u n - 
f o l d  i t  b y  t h e  h o u r ,  e x p r e s s i n g  h i m s e l f  w i t h  
s u c h  s t e a d i n e s s  a n d  p r e c i s i o n ,  t h a t  t h e  m o s t  
c r i t i c a l  o f  h i s  h e a r e r s  wou ld  no t  be  awa r e  t h a t  
they were listening to an unstudied effort.

I n  v i n d i c a t i o n  o f  h i s  p l a i n  a n d  f a m i l i a r  w a y  
o f  p r e a c h i n g ,  M r  C o t t o n  w o u l d  s a y ; — ‘ I f  I  
p reach  more  s cho l a s t i c a l l y ,  then  on ly  the  l e a rn-
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ed ,  and  not  the  un lea rned ,  can  so  under s t and  a s  
t o  p r o f i t  b y  m e ;  b u t  i f  I  p r e a c h  p l a i n l y ,  t h e n  
bo th  the  l e a rned  and  un l e a rned  wi l l  unde r s t and  
m e ,  a n d  s o  I  s h a l l  p r o f i t  a l l . ’  H e  v i e w e d  t h e  
s u b j e c t  j u s t  a s  M a r t i n  L u t h e r  d i d ,  a s  h e  i s  
r epo r t ed  to  h ave  exp r e s s ed  h imse l f  i n  h i s  t a b l e  
t a l k .  W h e n  D r  E r a s m u s  A l b e r t  w a s  t o  p r e a c h  
be fore  the  p r ince-e lec tor ,  Luther  s a id  to  h im;— 
‘L e t  a l l  y ou r  p r e a ch i n g  b e  i n  t h e  mo s t  s imp l e  
a n d  p l a i n e s t  m a n n e r :  l o o k  n o t  t o  t h e  p r i n c e ,  
b u t  t o  t h e  p l a i n ,  s i m p l e ,  g r o s s  a n d  u n l e a r n e d  
p e o p l e ;  o f  w h i c h  c l o t h  t h e  p r i n c e  h i m s e l f  i s  
a l s o  made .  I f  I ,  i n  my  p r e a ch i n g ,  s hou l d  h a v e  
regard  to  Phi l ip  Melanchthon,  and other  l ea rned  
doc tor s ,  then  shou ld  I  work  but  l i t t l e  goodnes s .  
I  p r e a ch  i n  t h e  s imp l e s t  s o r t  t o  t h e  un s k i l f u l ,  
a n d  t h e  s a m e  g i v e t h  c o n t e n t  t o  a l l .  H e b r e w ,  
G r e e k  a n d  L a t i n  I  s p a r e ,  t i l l  w e  l e a r n e d  o n e s  
come together ,  a s  then we make i t  so  cur led and  
f i n i c a l ,  t h a t  God  h im s e l f  wonde r e t h  a t  u s . ’  A t  
a no t h e r  t ime ,  t h e  s t ou t  r e f o rme r  e x c l a imed ;— 
‘When  p r e a che r s  come  to  me ,  t o  Me l anch thon ,  
t o  d o c t o r  P o m m e r n ,  & c . ,  t h e n  l e t  t h e m  s h o w  
t h e i r  c u n n i n g ,  h o w  l e a r n e d  t h e y  b e ; — t h e y  
s h a l l  b e  w e l l  p u t  t o  t h e i r  t r u m p s .  B u t  t o  
s p r i nk l e  ou t  Heb r ew ,  Greek  and  La t i n  i n  t h e i r 
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p u b l i c  s e r m o n s ,  t h e  s a m e  s a v o r e t h  m e r e l y  o f  
p r i d e ,  w h i c h  a g r e e t h  n e i t h e r  w i t h  t i m e  n o r  
p l a c e ,  n o r  i s  i t  p e r t i n e n t .  I n  t h e  c h u r c h ,  
among  the  cong rega t ion ,  we  ough t  to  speak ,  a s  
we use  a t  home in  the  house ,  the  p l a in  mother- 
t ongue ,  wh i ch  eve ry  one  unde r s t ande th ,  and  i s  
acquainted withal.’

O f  t h e  h a p p y  e f f e c t  o f  M r  C o t t o n ’ s  m a n n e r  
o f  p r e a ch i ng ,  we  h av e  a  v e r y  p l e a s i n g  a nd  i n - 
s t r u c t i v e  ex amp l e  i n  t h e  au tob iog r aphy  o f  t h a t  
w o r t h y  o l d  s o l d i e r  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  C a p t a i n  
R o g e r  C l a p .  H a v i n g  s p o k e n  o f  h i s  a d m i s s i o n  
to  the  Church in  Dorches te r ,  a t  i t s  fo rmat ion in  
1630 ,  he  p roceed s  w i th  the  r e l a t i on  o f  h i s  sub- 
s e q u e n t  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  r e l i g i o n .  ‘ J e s u s  C h r i s t  
b e ing  c l e a r l y  p r e a ched ,  and  the  way  o f  coming  
t o  h i m  b y  b e l i e v i n g  w a s  p l a i n l y  s h o w n  f o r t h ;  
y e t  b e c au s e  many ,  i n  t h e i r  Re l a t i o n s ,  s p a k e  o f  
t h e i r  g r e a t  t e r r o r s  and  deep  s en s e  o f  t h e i r  l o s t  
condi t ion,  and I  could not  so f ind,  a s  others  d id ,  
t h e  t i m e  w h e n  G o d  w r o u g h t  t h e  w o r k  o f  c o n 
v e r s i o n  i n  m y  s o u l ,  n o r  i n  m a n y  r e s p e c t s  t h e  
m a n n e r  t h e r e o f ;  i t  c a u s e d  i n  m e  m u c h  s a d n e s s  
o f  h e a r t ,  a n d  d o u b t i n g s  h o w  i t  w a s  w i t h  m e ,  
whe th e r  t h e  wo rk  o f  g r a c e  we r e  e v e r  s a v i n g l y  
w r o u g h t  i n  m y  h e a r t  o r  n o ?  H o w  t o  c a s t  o f f 
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a l l  hope ,  to  s ay ,  and ver i ly  to  be l ieve  tha t  there  
w a s  n o  w o r k  o f  g r a c e  w r o u g h t  b y  G o d  i n  m y  
h e a r t ,  t h i s  I  c o u l d  n o t  d o ;  y e t  h o w  t o  b e  i n  
s o m e  m e a s u r e  a s s u r e d  t h e r e o f  w a s  m y  g r e a t  
c o n c e r n .  B u t  b e a r i n g  M r  C o t t o n  p r e a c h  o u t  
o f  t h e  R e v e l a t i o n s ,  t h a t  C h r i s t ’ s  C h u r c h  d i d  
c o m e  o u t  o f  g r e a t  t r i b u l a t i o n ,  h e  h a d  s u c h  a  
p a s s a g e  a s  t h i s  i n  h i s  s e r m o n ; — ‘ T h a t  a  s m a l l  
r u n n i n g  S t r e a m  w a s  m u c h  b e t t e r  t h a n  a  g r e a t  
L a n d  F l o o d  o f  W a t e r ,  t h o u g h  t h e  F l o o d  m a k e t h  
t h e  g r e a t e s t  N o i s e :  s o , ’  s a i t h  h e ,  ‘ A  l i t t l e  c o n - 
s t a n t  S t r e a m  o f  g o d l y  S o r r o w ,  i s  b e t t e r  t h a n  
g r e a t  H o r r o r . ’  G o d  s p a k e  t o  m e  b y  i t ,  i t  w a s  
no  l i t t l e  suppor t  un to  me .  And  God  he lped  me  
t o  h ang  on  t h a t  t e x t  ( a nd  t h r ough  h i s  g r a c e  I  
wi l l  cont inue so  to  do) ;  namely ,  “Thi s  i s  a  f a i th - 
f u l  s a y i n g ,  a n d  w o r t h y  o f  a l l  a c c e p t a t i o n ,  t h a t  
J e s u s  C h r i s t  c a m e  i n t o  t h e  w o r l d  t o  s a v e  s i n - 
n e r s . ” ’ *  May  t h e  wo rd s  o f  Mr  Co t t on  com fo r t  
s ome  who  r e ad  the s e  p age s ,  even  a s  when  they  
came with a blessing to that right old Puritan!

B e s i d e s  h i s  i n c e s s a n t  p r e a c h i n g ,  a n d  a  l a r g e  
c o r r e s pondenc e  i n  wh i ch  h e  wa s  v e r y  u s e f u l l y 

*	 M e m o i r s  o f  C a p t .  R o g e r  C l a p .  B o s t o n ,  1 7 3 1 .  R e p r i n t e d  b y  
David Clapp, Jr. 184 Washington Street, 1844, p 24.
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employed  a s  a  c a su i s t ,  be ing  exper t  in  the  so lv- 
ing of  ca se s  o f  consc ience ,  he was  much engaged  
i n  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  l a bou r s .  I n  t h e  f r e quen t  f a s t - 
days  appointed by h i s  Church in  those  t roublous  
t i m e s ,  h e  w o u l d  b e  e n g a g e d  i n  p r a y e r  a n d  
p r e a c h i n g  f o r  f i v e  a n d  s i x  h o u r s  t o g e t h e r .  H e  
wou ld  a l so  keep  many  who le  day s  o f  f a s t i ng  by  
h imse l f ,  occupy ing  the  t ime wi th  humi l i a t ion  o f  
h i s  s o u l  a n d  p r a y e r .  H e  a l s o  o b s e r v e d ,  a s  o c - 
c a s ion  p rompted ,  en t i r e  d ay s  o f  p r i v a t e  th ank s - 
giving for special mercies received.

O f  a l l  h i s  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  w e  
have  had  occa s ion to  speak  in  the  cour se  o f  th i s  
n a r r a t i v e .  M o s t  o f  t h e m  w e r e  c a l l e d  f o r t h  
b y  t h e  c o n t r o v e r s i e s  w h i c h ,  t h e n  a g i t a t e d  t h e  
Chu r ch  on  t he  s ub j e c t  o f  gove rnmen t  and  d i s - 
c i p l i n e .  T h e y  a r e  r e m a r k a b l e  f o r  t h e  m i l d  
C h r i s t i a n  s p i r i t  w h i c h .  p e r v a d e s  t h e m .  ‘ N o n e  
w i l l  b l a m e  a  m a n , ’  s a y s  T h o m a s  F u l l e r ,  ‘ f o r  
a rm ing  h i s  h and s  w i t h  h a r d  a nd  r ough  g l o v e s ,  
w h o  i s  t o  m e d d l e  w i t h  b r i e r s  a n d  b r a m b l e s . ’  
B u t  t h o u g h  h e  h a d  t o  d e a l  w i t h  s o m e  o f  t h e  
mo s t  t ho rn -b a ck ed  a nd  s c r a t c h i n g  a n t a gon i s t s ,  
t h ey  cou l d  no t  p rovoke  h im  to  ange r .  Though  
a  mos t  t enac ious  and  v igorous  ma in ta iner  o f  the  
t r u th ,  h e  n eve r  l o s t  ‘ t h e  meekne s s  a nd  g en t l e -
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n e s s ’  w h i c h  h e  l e a r n e d  o f  h i s  d i v i n e  M a s t e r .  
‘ I t  may  f a i r l y  h e  s a i d  t h a t  a n  am i ab l e  s p i r i t  i n  
controversy forms one of  the most  incontrovert i- 
b l e  e v i d e n c e s  o f  e l e v a t e d  p i e t y ,  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  
p r e c i s e l y  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  wh i ch  s o  many  men  o f  
i ndub i t a b l e  e x c e l l e n c e  h av e  f a i l e d . ’  Good  men  
h a v e  o f t e n  d e b a t e d ,  ‘ a s  i f  p e r s o n a l  i n v e c t i v e ,  
a n d  e m b i t t e r i n g  a  s t y l e ,  w e r e  G o d ’ s  w a y  o f  
b e t t e r i ng  a  c au s e ,  o r  b a t t e r i ng  an  op in ion . ’  A s  
t o  t h e  t empe r  i n  wh i ch  con t r ov e r s y  s hou l d  b e  
c onduc t ed ,  Mr  Co t t on  may  s e r v e  ‘ a s  a  p a t t e r n  
f o r  a l l  a n swe r e r s  t o  t h e  wor l d ’ s  end . ’  Th rough  
t h e  s p i r i t  i n  wh i ch  he  r ep l i ed ,  h e  d i d  l i k e  J ob  
w i t h  t h e  book s  o f  h i s  a d v e r s a r i e s ,  ‘ a nd  bound  
them as a crown to him.’

We  have  a l l uded  to  h i s  ex t en s i ve  co r r e spond- 
e n c e .  B u t  l i t t l e  o f  i t  h a s  e s c a p e d  t h e  r a v a g e s  
o f  t ime .  Among o the r s ,  he  ma in t a ined  a  f r i end- 
l y  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i t h  a r c h b i s h o p  U s h e r .  A s  
a  s a m p l e  o f  t h e  m a n n e r  i n  w h i c h  h e  w r o t e  
f a m i l i a r l y  t o  h i s  p i o u s  f r i e n d s ,  a n  e x t r a c t  i s  
h e r e  g i v e n  f r o m  a  l e t t e r  d a t e d  t h e  n i n t h  o f  
M a r c h ,  1 6 3 1 ;  a n d  a d d r e s s e d  t o  t h e  r e v e r e n d  
Nathanie l  Roger s ,  who was  a f f l i c ted  wi th  a  very  
t e d i o u s  a n d  d i s h e a r t e n i n g  m a l a d y .  ‘ I  b l e s s  
the  Lord  wi th  you ,  who suppor t e th  your  f eeb l e 
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body to  do h im se rv ice ,  and  meanwhi le  per fec t - 
e t h  t h e  p o w e r  o f  h i s  g r a c e  i n  y o u r  w e a k n e s s .  
You  know  who  s a i d  i t ,  “Unmor t i f i e d  s t r e ng t h  
p o s t e t h  h a r d  t o  h e l l ,  b u t  s a n c t i f i e d  w e a k n e s s  
c r e e p e t h  f a s t  t o  h e a v e n . ”  L e t  n o t  y o u r  s p i r i t  
f a i n t ,  t hough  you r  body  do .  You r  s ou l  i s  p r e - 
c i ou s  i n  God ’ s  s i gh t ;  you r  h a i r s  a r e  numbe red ;  
a n d  t h e  n u m b e r  a n d  m e a s u r e  o f  y o u r  f a i n t i n g  
f i t s ,  a n d  w e a r i s o m e  n i g h t s ,  a r e  w e i g h e d  a n d  
l i m i t e d  b y  h i s  h a n d ,  w h o  h a t h  g i v e n  y o u  h i s  
L o r d  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  t o  t a k e  u p o n  h i m  y o u r  i n - 
firmities, and bear your sicknesses.’

Among  o th e r  d i s t i n gu i s h ed  co r r e s ponden t s  o f  
M r  C o t t o n ’ s  w a s  o n e  b e y o n d  c o m p a r i s o n  t h e  
g r e a t e s t  m a n  o f  h i s  t i m e .  T h e  l i f e  o f  O l i v e r  
C r o m w e l l  i s  y e t  t o  b e  w r i t t e n .  I t  h a s ,  a s  y e t ,  
b e e n  ‘ a t t e m p t e d ’  o n l y ;  a n d  t h a t  i n  t h e  m o s t  
m u r d e r o u s  m a n n e r .  F o r  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  p e r i o d  
a f t e r  h i s  de a th ,  i t  wou ld  have  been  r ega rded  a s  
h igh  t rea son  to  have  pre sen ted  a  t rue  p ic ture  o f  
h i s  me r i t s .  And  when ,  a t  l a s t ,  t he  expu l s i on  o f  
the  S tua r t s  l e f t  h i s to r i an s  a t  l i be r t y  to  do  some  
ju s t i ce  to  Cromwel l ’ s  charac te r ,  the  age  had  be- 
come too degenera te  to  under s tand or  apprec ia te  
t h e  m a n .  T h e  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  h i s  h i s t o r y  w e r e  
o n l y  s u c h  a s  h a d  b e e n  c o l l e c t e d  b y  h i s  b i t t e r 
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f o e s :  w h o s e  o n l y  s t u d y  w a s  t o  c o n c e a l  e v e r y  
th ing which could adorn hi s  memory,  and parade  
every thing which could be found or  invented to  
b l a c k e n  i t .  T h e  p r e s e n t  g e n e r a t i o n  t a k e s  i t s  
i d e a  o f  t h e  m a n ,  e i t h e r  f r o m  C l a r e n d o n ,  w h o  
ha ted  h i s  po l i t i c s ;  or  f rom Hume,  who ha ted h i s  
r e l i g i o n ;  o r  f r o m  i n f e r i o r  a u t h o r s ,  w h o  h a t e d  
e v e r y  t h i n g  a b o u t  h i m .  H e  i s  c o m m o n l y  r e - 
g a rded  a s  a  p e r s on  o f  ex t r ao rd in a r y  t a l en t ,  bu t  
who s e  t a l en t  l a y  ch i e f l y  i n  t h e  l i n e  o f  c an t i ng  
h y p o c r i s y .  H i s  f a m e ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  d e s t i n e d  t o  
e m e r g e  f r o m  t h e  c l o u d s  w h i c h  h a v e  s o  l o n g  
ob s cu r ed  i t .  Whoeve r  r e ad s ,  w i th  unp re jud i c ed  
m i n d ,  t h e  r e c e n t  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  h i s  l e t t e r s  a n d  
s p eeche s ,  whe r e in  Cromwe l l  s p e ak s  f o r  h imse l f  
i n  h i s  o w n  w a y ,  w i l l  f e e l  a  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  h i s  
o p i n i o n s  o f  t h e  P r o t e c t o r .  H e  p o s s e s s e d  t h e  
ve ry  h ighe s t  capac i ty  fo r  bo th  mi l i t a ry  and  c iv i l  
a f f a i r s ,  r ank ing  h im among the  very  f i r s t  o f  so l - 
d i e r s  a n d  s t a t e s m e n .  T o  t h i s  h e  a d d e d  a  p i e t y  
the most  profound and unaf fected,  constant ly  and  
n a t u r a l l y  p e r v a d i n g  a l l  l a n g u a g e ,  w h e t h e r  o n  
t h e  m o s t  p r i v a t e  o r  p u b l i c  o c c a s i o n s .  H e  a s - 
sumed  the  h igh  s t a t ion  wh ich  he  so  ab ly  f i l l ed ,  
in  obedience  to  what  he  fe l t  to  be  a  d iv ine  ca l l ,  
r equ i r i ng  o f  h im  wha t  he  a l one  cou ld  h ave  e f -
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f e c t e d ,—the  p r e s e r v a t i on  o f  t h e  p e a c e ,  l i b e r t y  
and religion of his distracted country.

I n  C a r l y l e ’ s  c o l l e c t i o n  w e  f i n d  t h e  f i r s t  o f  
Cromwel l ’ s  l e t t e r s  to  Mr  Cot ton ,  wh ich  wa s  a l l  
wr i t t en  wi th  the  Pro tec to r ’ s  own hand .  In  con- 
n e c t i o n  w i t h  i t ,  t h a t  s t r a n g e  ‘ e l u c i d a t o r ’  r e - 
ma rk s  i n  h i s  own  f an t a s t i c  i d i om  a s  f o l l ow s ;— 
‘ R e v e r e n d  J o h n  C o t t o n  i s  a  m a n  s t i l l  h e l d  i n  
s o m e  r e m e m b r a n c e  a m o n g  o u r  N e w  E n g l a n d  
f r i e n d s .  A  p a i n f u l  p r e a c h e r ,  o r a c u l a r  o f  h i g h  
g o s p e l s  t o  N e w  E n g l a n d ;  w h o  i n  h i s  d a y  w a s  
w e l l  s e e n  t o  b e  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  S u p r e m e  
Power s  o f  th i s  Univer se ,  the  word  o f  h im be ing  
a s  a  l i v e  c o a l  t o  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  m a n y . ’  C a r l y l e  
supposes  tha t  Cot ton had been wr i t ing to  Ol iver  
concern ing  some ac t  o f  Par l i ament  for  propaga t- 
i n g  t h e  g o s p e l  i n  N e w  E n g l a n d .  T h i s  i s  a  
m i s t a k e .  T h e  P r o t e c t o r  h a d  w r i t t e n  t o  R e v .  
Wi l l i am  Hooke ,  who  wa s  Mr  Davenpo r t ’ s  co l - 
l e a g u e  a t  N e w  H a v e n ;  a n d  w h o ,  a  f e w  y e a r s  
a f t e r  w a s  o n e  o f  O l i v e r ’ s  c h a p l a i n s .  I n  h i s  
l e t t e r  to  Mr  Hooke ,  Ol ive r  had  s en t  lov ing  and  
r e s p e c t f u l  s a l u t a t i o n s  t o  M r  C o t t o n ,  M r  
Hooke,  whose wife was near  of  kin to Cromwel l ,  
i n t ima t ed  t h e  me s s a g e  t o  Mr  Co t t on ,  w i t h  t h e  
sugge s t ion  tha t  a  l e t t e r  f rom h im to  the  Pro tec-
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t o r  w o u l d  b e  t a k e n  i n  g o o d  p a r t .  M r  C o t t o n  
according ly  wrote  a  le t ter  o f  some length,  which  
i s  p r e s e r v e d  i n  H u t c h i n s o n ’ s  C o l l e c t i o n .  I t  i s  
occupied,  a f ter  the manner of  a  solut ion of  a  case  
o f  c o n s c i e n c e ,  w i t h  a  c a u t i o u s  v i n d i c a t i o n  o f  
C r o m w e l l ’ s  p o l i c y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  m a t t e r s  
o f  d o s i n g  t h e  L o n g  P a r l i a m e n t  w i t h  ‘ P r i d e ’ s  
purge ’ ,  and  demand ing  ju s t i ce  upon the  head  o f  
a  p e r j u r e d  a n d  t r a i t o r o u s  k i n g .  M r  C o t t o n ,  
hav ing  summed up  the  cons ide r a t ion s  be long ing  
t o  t h e  c a s e  i n  a  m a n n e r  a c c o r d a n t  w i t h  t h e  
v i ews  wh i ch  Cromwe l l  h imse l f  a ppe a r s  t o  h ave  
t a ken  o f  i t ,  goe s  on  t o  s a y ;—‘The s e  t h ing s  a r e  
s o  c l e a r  t o  m in e  own  a pp r eh en s i on ,  t h a t  I  am  
fu l ly  sa t i s f ied,  that  you have a l l  thi s  whi le  fought  
t h e  L o r d ’ s  b a t t l e s ,  a n d  t h e  L o r d  h a t h  o w n e d  
you ,  and  honou r ed  h im s e l f  i n  you ,  i n  a l l  you r  
exped i t ion s ;  wh ich  make th  my poor  p r aye r s  the  
more  s e r i ou s ,  and  f a i t h f u l ,  a nd  a f f e c t i on a t e  ( a s  
G o d  h e l p e t h ) ,  i n  y o u r  b e h a l f . ’  T h i s  l e t t e r  i s  
d a t ed  the  twen ty- s even th  o f  May ,  1651 .  Crom- 
we l l ’ s  r ep ly  i s  da ted  the  s econd o f  October  fo l - 
l o w i n g .  I t  o w n s ,  a s  C a r l y l e  s a y s ,  ‘ T h e i r  g e n - 
e r a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  a s  S o l d i e r  o f  t h e  g o s p e l  a n d  
P r i e s t  o f  t h e  go s p e l ,  h i gh  b r o t h e r  a nd  humb l e  
one ;  appo in ted ,  bo th  o f  them,  to  f i gh t  fo r  i t  to 
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t h e  d e a t h ,  e a c h  w i t h  s u c h  w e a p o n s  a s  w e r e  
g i v e n  h i m . ’ *  O t h e r  l e t t e r s ,  n o w  l o s t ,  p a s s e d  
between them.

I n  s t a t u r e ,  M r  C o t t o n  w a s  r a t h e r  l o w ,  a n d  
s l i g h t l y  i n c l i n e d  t o  b e  r o b u s t .  H e  h a d  a  f a i r  
c o m p l e x i o n ,  a n d  r u d d y  c o u n t e n a n c e :  a n d  h i s  
l ock s ,  wh i ch  were  na tu r a l l y  b rown ,  in  h i s  l a t e r  
l i f e  h ad  a  snowy  wh i t ene s s ,  wh i ch ,  a s  ‘ a  c rown  
o f  g l o ry ’  made  ou r  p a t r i a r ch ’ s  a s pec t  v ene r ab l e  
t o  b eho l d .  The r e  wa s  a n  i n exp r e s s i b l e  ma j e s t y  
in  h i s  mien ,  wh ich  compe l l ed  the  r e spec t  o f  a l l  
who approached  h im:  and  the  vo ice  o f  p ro f ane- 
n e s s  w a s  h u s h e d  w h e n  h e  w a s  b y .  T h e  i n n - 
keeper  a t  Derby ,  where  Mr Cot ton o f ten  v i s i t ed  
whi le  he dwel t  in  England,  used to te l l  h i s  com- 
panions  tha t  he  wi shed tha t  man were  out  o f  h i s  
hou s e ,  f o r  h e  wa s  no t  a b l e  t o  swe a r  w i t h  h im  
under his roof.

H i s  v o i c e  wa s  no t  s t r ong ;  bu t  c l e a r  a nd  d i s - 
t inc t ,  and  hea rd  wi th  e a s e  in  the  l a rge s t  a s s em- 
b l i e s .  He  d e l i v e r e d  h im s e l f  i n  t h e  pu l p i t  w i t h  
m u c h  d i g n i t y ,  u s i n g  a  n a t u r a l  a n d  b e c o m i n g  
g e s t u r e  o f  t h e  r i g h t  h a n d .  B u t  s u c h  a  d i v i n e  
power  and  ho ly  unc t ion  a t t ended  h i s  g r ave  and 

*	 Oliver Cromwell’s Letters and Speeches, Letter CXXV.
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ea rne s t  manne r ,  t h a t  Mr  Wi l son  s a i d  o f  h im ;— 
‘ M r  C o t t o n  p r e a c h e s  w i t h  s u c h  a u t h o r i t y ,  
demons t r a t ion  and  l i f e ,  th a t  me th ink s ,  when  he  
p r e a che s  ou t  o f  a ny  p rophe t  o r  a po s t l e ,  I  h e a r  
no t  h im ;  I  h e a r  t h a t  v e r y  p rophe t  and  apo s t l e :  
yea ,  I  hea r  the  Lord  J e su s  Chr i s t  h imse l f  speak- 
i n g  i n  my  h e a r t . ’  O  t h i s  i s  t h e  t r u e  Ch r i s t i a n  
e loquence,  when the l ip s  o f  the ambas sador  seem  
to breathe the very words  of  the Lord of  l i fe  and  
salvation!

H e  h a d  a n  a l m o s t  m i r a c u l o u s  e v e n n e s s  o f  
t e m p e r .  N o  i n s u l t  c o u l d  d i s t u r b  h i s  s e l f - p o s - 
s e s s i o n .  S u c h  w a s  t h e  m e e k n e s s  a n d  m i l d n e s s  
of  hi s  d i spos i t ion,  that  Mr Norton used to regard  
h im a s  t he  Mose s  and  Me l anch thon  o f  t he  new  
wo r l d .  I n  t h e  wo rd s  o f  t h a t  good  o l d  pu r i t a n ,  
S i m e o n  A s h e ,  ‘ h e  w a s  a  d w a r f  i n  r e g a r d  o f  
h u m i l i t y ,  b u t  a  g i a n t  i n  r e g a r d  o f  s t r e n g t h . ’  
Though  bu t  a  l amb  i n  h i s  own  c au s e ,  l i k e  h i s  
m a s t e r ,  h e  w a s  a  l i o n  i n  t h a t  o f  G o d  a n d  h i s  
c h u r c h .  H i s  g e n t l e n e s s  h a d  n o t h i n g  a b o u t  i t ,  
e i the r  ne rve l e s s  o r  coward l y .  H i s  ch i e f  s e rv i ce s  
in behal f  of  the t ruth he loved were ever  marked  
b y  a  mode s t  e s t ima t i on  o f  h im s e l f .  ‘The  h i gh - 
e s t  f l a m e s , ’  s a y s  J e r e m y  T a y l o r ,  ‘ a r e  t h e  m o s t  
t r emu lou s :  a nd  s o  a r e  t h e  mo s t  ho l y  a nd  em i -
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nen t l y  r e l i g iou s  pe r son s  more  fu l l  o f  awfu lne s s ,  
a n d  f e a r ,  a n d  m o d e s t y ,  a n d  h u m i l i t y . ’  M r  
Wi l l i am s ,  when  h i s  a d v e r s a r y ,  c a nd i d l y  owned  
t h e  goodne s s  o f  h i s  h e a r t ,  a nd  commended  h i s  
a t t a c h m e n t  t o  t h e  t r u t h s  o f  t h e  g o s p e l .  M r  
C o t t o n  o n c e  s a i d  t o  a  c o n f i d e n t i a l  f r i e n d ; — 
‘ A n g r y  m e n  h a v e  a n  a d v a n t a g e  a b o v e  m e :  t h e  
people  dare  not  se t  themse lves  aga ins t  such men,  
because they know it  wil l  not be borne; but some  
ca re  not  wha t  they  s ay  or  do  about  me,  because  
they know I will not be angry with them again.’

A s  a  s p e c i m e n  o f  t h e  m a n n e r  i n  w h i c h  h e  
met  abus ive  t r ea tment ,  we  a re  to ld ,  tha t  he  wa s  
once fo l lowed f rom the church to h i s  home by a  
peev i sh ,  comp l a in ing  hea r e r ,  who  t r i ed  to  p ro- 
voke  h im by  te l l ing  h im,  tha t  h i s  p reach ing  had  
l a t t e r l y  b e come  e i t h e r  v e r y  d a r k ,  o r  v e r y  f l a t .  
To  t h i s  h e  m i l d l y  an swe r ed ,  ‘Bo th ,  b ro the r ,  i t  
may  be ,  bo th :  l e t  me  have  you r  p r aye r s  t h a t  i t  
may be otherwise.’

O n  a n o t h e r  o c c a s i o n  a  v e r y  o r d i n a r y  s o r t  o f  
a  man  had  boa s t ed  o f  h i s  c l e a r  i n s i gh t  i n to  the  
b o o k  o f  R e v e l a t i o n .  M r  C o t t o n  m o d e s t l y  r e - 
p l i e d ;—‘We l l ,  I  mu s t  con f e s s  t h a t  I  wan t  l i gh t  
i n  t h o s e  m y s t e r i e s . ’  U p o n  t h i s ,  t h e  m a n  s e n t  
h im by  a  s e rvan t  a  pound  o f  c and l e s .  The  good 
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min i s t e r  r e ce i ved  th i s  p i e ce  o f  impudence  w i th  
a  s i l e n t  s m i l e ;  r e v e n g i n g  h i m s e l f  o n l y  b y  a  
Ch r i s t i a n  t a c i t u rn i t y .  Ma the r ,  r e l a t i ng  t h e  c i r - 
cums tance  in  h i s  magn i loquent  s ty l e ,  r emark s ;— 
‘ M r  C o t t o n  w o u l d  n o t  s e t  t h e  b e a c o n  o f  h i s  
g rea t  sou l  on f i re ,  a t  the  l and ing o f  such a  l i t t l e  
cock-boat.’

T h e  e x c e l l e n t  M r  F l a v e l  r e l a t e s  a n  i n c i d e n t  
o f  t h i s  k ind .  Whi l e  Mr  Co t ton  l i v ed  a t  Bo s ton  
i n  o l d  Eng l and ,  h e  wa s  s e en  p a s s i n g  a l ong  t h e  
s t reet ,  by some gay young fe l lows,  who had been  
a t  the  t avern ,  indu lg ing  in  tha t ,  which  So lomon  
s a y s ,  i s  a  m o c k e r :  a n d  i s  n e v e r  m o r e  s o  t h a n  
w h e n  i t  m a k e s  m o c k e r s  o f  t h o s e  w h o  u s e  i t .  
O n e  o f  t h e m  s a y s  t o  h i s  c o m p a n i o n s ; — ‘ I  w i l l  
go  and  pu t  a  t r i c k  upon  o l d  Co t ton . ’  C ro s s i ng  
over to the reverend and holy man,  he whispered  
i n  h i s  e a r ; — ‘ C o t t o n ,  t h o u  a r t  a n  o l d  f o o l . ’  
Tha t  good  man ,  wi thout  the  s l i gh te s t  i r r i t a t ion ,  
l ooked  m i l d l y  a t  h im ,  a nd  r e p l i e d ;—‘ I  c on f e s s  
I  am so :  the  Lord  make  both  me and  thee  wi se r  
t h a n  w e  a r e ,  e v e n  w i s e  u n t o  s a l v a t i o n . ’  R e - 
tu rn ing  aba shed  to  h i s  compan ion s ,  t he  wan ton  
i n s u l t e r  t o l d  t h e m  o f  t h i s  m e e k  r e p l y ,  w h i c h  
s obe r ed  f o r  t h a t  t ime  t h e i r  i n t empe r a t e  m i r t h ,  
and  pe rhap s  f i r s t  t aught  them ‘how awfu l  good- 
ness is.’
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The se  examp le s  p rovoke  a  so r t  o f  impa t i ence ,  
tha t  more  o f  h i s  expre s s ions  have  not  been  pre- 
s e r v ed .  We  a r e  s u r e  t h a t  h e  d a i l y  u t t e r ed  s u ch  
in s t ruc t ive  d ic t a te s  o f  a  mind ,  adorned wi th  un- 
a f f e c t e d  h u m i l i t y ,  s i n g u l a r l y  r e f i n e d  f r o m  t h e  
d r o s s  o f  e a r t h l y  p a s s i o n s ,  a n d  m e l l o w e d  t o  a  
swee t  ma tur i ty  o f  g r ace  by  the  r ipen ing  warmth  
of close communion with the Lamb of God.

The  l a bou r s  o f  Mr  Co t t on  we r e  h a s t en i ng  t o  
a  c lo se ,  by  exposure  to  wet  in  pa s s ing  the  f e r ry  
t o  Cambr idge ,  whe re  he  wen t  to  p r e a ch  to  the  
s t u d e n t s .  T h i s  s e r m o n  w a s  f r o m  I s a i a h  5 4 : 1 3 .  
‘And  a l l  o f  t hy  ch i l d r en  s h a l l  b e  t augh t  o f  t h e  
Lord . ’  Among  tho se  who hea rd  i t ,  wa s  Inc rea s e  
Ma the r ,  t hen  a  young  s cho l a r ,  and  i n  a f t e r  l i f e  
marr ied  to  Mr Cot ton’ s  on ly  surv iv ing daughter .  
D r  M a t h e r  n e v e r  f o r g o t  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n s  m a d e  
upon  h i s  mind  by  tha t  d i s cour se .  Hi s  power s  o f  
u t t e r ance  f a i l ed  wh i l e  speak ing .  He  wa s  a t t a ck- 
ed  wi th  in f l ammat ion o f  the  lungs ,  became a s th- 
ma t i c ,  and  wa s  s e i zed  by  a  compl i c a t ed  d i s e a s e ,  
w h i c h  h e  f e l t  a s  a  w a r n i n g  t h a t  h i s  e n d  d r e w  
nigh.

The  nex t  Sabba th  he  took  fo r  h i s  t ex t  the  l a s t  
four  ver se s  o f  the  second ep i s t l e  to  Timothy,  on  
which epi s t le  he had been expounding in course . 
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He to ld  h i s  aud i to ry  the  rea son  o f  h i s  t ak ing  so  
many  v e r s e s  a t  on c e ;—‘Be c au s e  e l s e , ’  s a i d  h e ,  
‘ I  sha l l  no t  l i ve  to  make  an  end  o f  th i s  ep i s t l e . ’  
On the fo l lowing Sabbath,  being the twenty-f i f th  
o f  November ,  he  de l ive red  h i s  l a s t  s e rmon wi th  
much  d i f f i cu l t y ,  on  John  1 : 14 ,  on  the  g l o r y  o f  
Chr i s t ,  ‘ f rom the  f a i th  to  the  s i gh t  o f  which  he  
wa s  h a s t en ing . ’  He  h ad  t he  f e e l i ng s  o f  ano the r  
o f  t h e  non - con f o rm ing  d i v i n e s ,  who  s a i d ;—‘ I f  
I  must be idle,  I  had rather be idle under ground,  
t h a n  a b o v e  g r o u n d . ’  H e  c h o s e  r a t h e r  t o  b e  
d e ad ,  t h an  l i v e  d e ad :  h av ing ,  o f t en  exp r e s s ed  a  
wish that he ‘might not outlive his work.’

Th i s  du t y  done ,  Mr  Co t t on  s p en t  one  d ay  i n  
h i s  s t udy ,  i n  s pec i a l  p r aye r  and  p r epa r a t i on  fo r  
the  l a s t  g rea t  con f l i c t  which  he  was  a s su red  was  
a t  h and .  On  l e a v i n g  t h a t  b e l o v ed  a nd  f am i l i a r  
a p a r t m e n t ,  h e  r e m a r k e d  t o  h i s  c o n s o r t ; — ‘ I  
s h a l l  g o  i n t o  t h a t  r o o m  n o  m o r e ! ’  H e  n o w  
be took h imse l f  to  the  couch,  where  he  expec ted  
‘ the  mercy- s t roke  o f  dea th ’ ,  the  b low tha t  mus t  
s h a t t e r  t h e  l a s t  l i n k  w i t h  wh i ch  s i n  o r  s o r r ow  
c o u l d  f e t t e r  h i s  s o u l .  A l t h o u g h  h i s  f o r e t a s t e s  
a n d  p r o m i s e s  o f  h e a v e n  c h i e f l y  a t t r a c t e d  h i m  
th i therward,  he dec lared that  i t  grea t ly  contr ibu- 
t ed  to  h i s  r e ad ine s s  to  depa r t ,  when  he  con s id-
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e r ed  t h e  company  o f  s a i n t s ,  s o  many  o f  whom  
he  had  known and  dea r ly  loved ,  in  whose  com- 
munion he was shortly to mingle.

Mag i s t r a t e s ,  c l e r gymen ,  and  p r i v a t e  Chr i s t i an s  
in great  numbers resorted to his  s ick-bed, mourn- 
f u l l y  l i s t e n i ng  t o  h i s  d y i ng  coun s e l s .  Mr  Dun- 
s t e r ,  a t  tha t  t ime  Pre s iden t  o f  Harva rd  Co l l ege ,  
w i t h  many  t e a r s  b e s ough t  h i s  b l e s s i n g ,  s a y i n g ;  
‘ I  k n o w  i n  m y  h e a r t ,  t h e y  w h o m  y o u  b l e s s  
s h a l l  b e  b l e s s e d . ’  Sho r t l y  b e f o r e  h i s  d e a t h ,  Mr  
Co t t on  s en t  f o r  t h e  e l d e r s  o f  t h e  chu r ch ,  who  
p r ayed  over  h im.  He exhor ted  them to  f eed  the  
f lock of  which they were overseers ,  and to watch  
a g a in s t  t ho s e  dec l en s i on s  t o  wh i ch  he  s aw  th a t  
pro fe s sor s  o f  re l ig ion were  tending .  He added;— 
‘ I  h a v e  n o w ,  t h r o u g h  g r a c e ,  b e e n  m o r e  t h a n  
for ty  year s  a  se rvant  unto  the  Lord  Je su s  Chr i s t ,  
a n d  h a v e  e v e r  f o u n d  h i m  a  g o o d  m a s t e r . ’  
W h e n  h i s  c o l l e a g u e ,  M r  W i l s o n ,  a  m a n  w h o  
abounded  in  love  a s  much  a s  Mr  Cot ton  d id  in  
l i gh t ,  took  h i s  l a s t  l e ave ,  he  b rea thed  an  a rden t  
w i s h  t h a t  G o d  w o u l d  l i f t  u p  t h e  l i g h t  o f  h i s  
coun t enance  upon  the  dy ing  man ;  he  p romp t l y  
r e p l i e d ;—’God  h a t h  done  i t  a l r e a d y ,  b r o t h e r ! ’  
He then  ca l l ed  fo r  h i s  ch i ld ren  to  whom he  l e f t  
t h e  c o v e n a n t  o f  G o d  a s  t h e i r  c h i e f  p o r t i o n . 
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Hav ing  se t t l ed  a l l  h i s  a f f a i r s ,  and  t aken  l eave  o f  
t h e  w o r l d ,  h e  b e g g e d  t o  b e  l e f t  a l o n e  f o r  t h e  
l i t t l e  t ime he  had to  l ive ,  tha t  h i s  sou l  might  be  
u n d i s t u r b e d  i n  c o m m u n i n g  w i t h  h i s  G o d .  H e  
c au s ed  the  cu r t a in s  t o  be  d r awn ,  and  exac t ed  a  
p r o m i s e  o f  t h e  g e n t l e m a n  w h o  a t t e n d e d  h i m ,  
t h a t  t h e  p r i v a c y  o f  h i s  c h ambe r  s hou l d  no t  b e  
i n t e r r u p t e d .  T h e n  r e m i n d i n g  t h a t  g e n t l e m a n ,  
w h o  w a s  a  b e l o v e d  m e m b e r  o f  h i s  c h u r c h ,  o f  
tha t  p romi se ,  he  gave  h im th i s  pa r t ing  bened ic- 
t i o n ; — ‘ T h e  G o d  t h a t  m a d e  y o u ,  a n d  b o u g h t  
you  w i t h  a  g r e a t  p r i c e ,  r e d e em you r  body  and  
s ou l  un t o  h im s e l f ! ’  The s e  we r e  t h e  l a s t  wo rd s  
h e  w a s  h e a r d  t o  u t t e r .  A f t e r  a  f e w  s p e e c h l e s s  
hours ,  he  quie t ly  brea thed out  h i s  sp i r i t  in to the  
h a n d s  o f  h i m  w h o  g a v e  i t .  T h i s  g e n t l e  t r a n s - 
l a t i o n  o f  h i s  s o u l  f r o m  e a r t h  t o  h e a v e n ,  t o o k  
p l a c e  s ho r t l y  a f t e r  e l e v en  o ’ c l o ck  o f  Thu r s d a y  
morning,  the twenty-third of  December,  1652,  in  
t he  s i x t y - e i gh th -ye a r  o f  h i s  a g e .  On  the  twen- 
ty-e ighth o f  the  same month,  he  was  honourab ly  
in ter red by a  mourning concourse  o f  the  people ,  
among  whom he  h ad  m in i s t e r ed  i n  ho l y  t h i ng s  
fo r  more  than  n ine teen  yea r s .  He  wa s  borne  on  
the  shou lder s  o f  h i s  b ro ther-min i s te r s  to  h i s  l a s t  
s l e e p i n g  p l a c e ,  i n  a  t omb  o f  b r i c k ,  i n  wha t  i s 
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c a l l e d  t h e  ‘ C h a p e l  B u r y i n g  G r o u n d ’ .  A  d e e p  
and  s i nce r e  mourn ing  wa s  made  fo r  h im by  h i s  
a f f l i c t e d  f l o c k ,  w i t h  w h o m  a l l  t h e  s c a t t e r e d  
churche s  o f  New Eng l and  jo ined  the i r  so r rows ;  
and  numerou s  e l eg i e s ,  a cco rd ing  to  the  t a s t e  o f  
t he  t ime s ,  r e co rded  the  gene r a l  g r i e f .  The  l e c - 
ture s  in  h i s  church dur ing  the  fo l lowing  winte r ,  
preached,  a s  they were by the neighbouring c ler- 
gymen,  were  bu t  so  many  funera l  d i s cour se s .  In  
the  f i r s t  o f  them,  by  h i s  o ld  f r i end  and  f e l l ow- 
l aboure r  and  f e l low-su f f e re r ,  Richa rd  Mather  o f  
Dorches ter ,  he gave the fo l lowing counse l  to  the  
chu r ch ;—‘Le t  u s  p r a y  t h a t  God  wou ld  r a i s e  up  
s o m e  E l e a z e r  t o  s u c c e e d  t h i s  A a r o n :  b u t  y o u  
can  hard ly  expec t ,  tha t  so  l a rge  a  por t ion o f  the  
Sp i r i t  o f  God shou ld  dwe l l  in  any  one ,  a s  dwe l t  
i n  t h i s  b l e s s e d  m a n . ’  H i s  d e p a r t u r e  w a s  l a - 
mented as  a  publ ic  los s  in a l l  the churches  of  the  
c o u n t r y .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  M r  D a v e n p o r t  m o s t  
t ender ly  bewai led  i t  in  a  se rmon a t  New Haven,  
f r om the  word s ;—‘ I  am d i s t r e s s ed  f o r  t hee ,  my  
b ro ther ,  ve ry  p l ea s an t  ha s t  thou  been  unto  me . ’  
T h e  s o u t h  p a r t  o f  M r  C o t t o n ’ s  d w e l l i n g - 
h o u s e  w a s  b u i l t  b y  S i r  H e n r y  V a n e ,  w h o  
boa rded  the re  w i th  h im t i l l  S i r  Henry  r e tu rned  
t o  E n g l a n d ,  f i r s t  g i v i n g  t h a t  a d d i t i o n  t o  S e a - 
b o r n  C o t t o n .  I t  s t o o d  o n  t h e  l o t  s o u t h  o f 
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w h a t  w a s  l a t e l y  t h e  e s t a t e  o f  G a r d n e r  G r e e n ,  
E s q . ;  a n d  w a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  g r o u n d  n o w  o c c u - 
p i e d  b y  t h e  ‘ T r e m o n t  R o w ’ ,  n e a r l y  o p p o s i t e  
t o  t h e  S a v i n g s  B a n k .  T h a t  r i s e  o f  g r o u n d  
l o n g  b o r e  t h e  n a m e  o f  ‘ C o t t o n ’ s  H i l l ’ .  H i s  
hou s e  wa s  s t i l l  s t and ing ,  t h en  t he  o l d e s t  hou s e  
i n  Bo s t on ,  s ome  twen t y  y e a r s  a go .  The  i nven- 
tory  o f  h i s  e s t a te  amounted to  one thousand and  
th i r t y- four  pounds ,  four  sh i l l ing s .  Hi s  wi l l  p ro- 
v ided ,  tha t ,  in  ce r t a in  cont ingenc ie s ,  ha l f  o f  h i s  
e s t a te  should  go to  Harvard  Col lege ,  and ha l f  to  
s uppo r t  t h e  f r e e  s choo l  i n  Bo s ton .  Tho s e  con- 
t i n g e n c i e s  n e v e r  h a p p e n e d :  b u t  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  
made  f o r  t hem ev ince s  h i s  d eep  i n t e r e s t  i n  t he  
i m p o r t a n t  w o r k  o f  e d u c a t i o n .  T o  t h e  C h u r c h  
he  bequea thed  a  p iece  o f  s i l ve r  p l a te  to  be  u sed  
a t  the  communion t ab le ,  where  a t  h i s  f i r s t  com- 
i ng  he  h ad  made  u s e  o f  wooden  ch a l i c e s .  Th i s  
r emind s  u s  o f  the  l amen t  u t t e r ed  by  one  o f  the  
wr i t e r s  i n  the  midd l e  age s ,  who  s i gh s  fo r  tho se  
day s  o f  p r imi t ive  p ie ty ,  when the  church  in  her  
p o v e r t y  h a d  w o o d e n  c u p s ,  b u t  g o l d e n  p r i e s t s :  
but  now,  a l a s !  he  c r ie s ,  we have  go lden cha l i ce s  
and wooden priests.

T h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  o f  w o r s h i p  i n  w h i c h  h e  h e r e  
o f f i c i a t ed ,  and  wh ich  wa s  the  f i r s t  eve r  e r ec t ed
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to  God upon th i s  pen in su l a ,  s tood  in  wha t  i s  in  
t he s e  r epub l i c an  d ay s  S t a t e  s t r e e t ,  bu t  i n  t ho s e  
m o n a r c h a l  t i m e s  w a s  K i n g ’ s  S t r e e t .  I t  w a s  
b u i l t  i n  1 6 3 2 .  T h e r e  a r e  l o v e r s  o f  l i t u r g i c  
pomp, who cannot fee l  the spir i t  of  devot ion un- 
l e s s  awakened  by  co l umned  a i s l e s ,  a nd  s t a i n ed  
w indows ,  a nd  s p l end i d  a l t a r s ,  a nd  s a c r ed  v e s t - 
men t s ,  and  r e spon s i ve  r e ad ing s ,  and  r e sound ing  
o r g a n s ,  a n d  c h o r a l  c h a n t s .  S u c h  w o r s h i p e r s ,  
a s  i t  h a s  b e en  f o r c i b l y  s a i d ,  ‘ s e em  t o  h a v e  no  
idea  o f  the  Supreme Be ing  bu t  a s  a  Grand  Mas- 
t e r  o f  ce remon ie s  to  the  who le  un ive r s e . ’  They  
would  have  scorned the  adora t ions  o f  tha t  mud- 
w a l l e d  e d i f i c e ,  w i t h  i t s  l o w l y  r o o f  o f  t h a t c h ,  
w h e r e ,  f o r  e i g h t  y e a r s  o f  s a d n e s s ,  W i l s o n  a n d  
Co t ton ,  w i th  t he i r  ex i l ed  f l o ck ,  wor sh i pped  i n  
s p i r i t  a n d  i n  t r u t h  t h e  F a t h e r  w h o  ‘ s e e k e t h  
s u c h  t o  w o r s h i p  h i m . ’  L e t  t h a t  h u m b l e  s t r u c - 
tu re  be  commemora ted  wi th  tho se  wa t t l ed  t em- 
p l e s ,  i n  wh ich  the  f i r s t  conve r t s  to  Chr i s t i an i t y  
among our  Br i t i sh  s i r e s ,  who dwe l t  in  wha t  was  
t h en  a  l a nd  a s  s a v a g e  and  h e a t h en  a s  wa s  t h i s ,  
before the pi lgr ims came, sang high prai ses  to the  
babe that was laid in the manger at Bethlehem.

T h e  s e c o n d  h o u s e  o f  w o r s h i p  w a s  b u i l t  i n  
what i s  now cal led Cornhi l l  Square in 1640. After 



294	 the life of john cotton

s t a n d i n g  f o r  s e v e n t y - o n e  y e a r s ,  i t  w a s  r e - 
b u i l t  i n  C o r n h i l l  S q u a r e  i n  1 7 1 2 .  A f t e r  t h e  
l a p s e  o f  n e a r  a  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  F i r s t  C h u r c h  r e - 
moved ,  and  bu i l t  t he  p r e s en t  mee t ing-hou se  i n  
C h a u n c y  P l a c e .  O h ,  w h o  t h a t  p a s s e s  b y  t h a t  
venera ted ,  s anc tua ry ,  can  re f r a in  f rom ca l l ing  to  
mind  tha t  ho ly  and  apo s to l i c  succe s s ion  o f  men  
o f  God ,  f r om  t h e  wa rm-he a r t e d  Wi l s on  t o  t h e  
or thodox and e loquent  Foxcrof t ,  who have  min- 
i s t e r e d  t o  t h a t  f amou s  Chu r ch ,  a nd  t h e  mu l t i - 
t ude  o f  i t s  s a i n t ed  de ad ?  And  who  th a t  r e f l e c t s  
u pon  t h e  f e a r f u l  f a l l i n g  away  o f  t h a t  a s s emb l y  
f rom the  f a i th  o f  the i r  f a the r s ,  c an  suppre s s  the  
l amen t a t i on  o f  t h e  p rophe t ;—‘How i s  t h e  go l d  
become dim! how is the most fine gold changed!’ 

Du r ing  t he  n ine t e en  y e a r s  and  more ,  t h a t  Mr  
Co t t on  p r e s i d ed  i n  t h a t  Chu r ch ,  one  t hou s and  
and thir ty- four chi ldren received the sea l  of  bap- 
t i sm .  O f  t h e s e  f ou r  hund r ed  and  f i f t y - s i x  we r e  
f ema le s ;  and  f i ve  hundred  and  th i r ty-e igh t  were  
males ,  being a large excess  in favour of the lat ter .  
The  number  o f  bap t i sms  in  each  yea r ,  exceeded  
f i f t y .  O n  t h i s  d u t y  o f  s e a l i n g  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  
t h e  c o v e n a n t ,  a n d  p l a c i n g  C h r i s t ’ s  m a r k  u p o n  
t h e  l a m b s  o f  h i s  f l o c k ,  t h e  t e a c h e r  l a i d  g r e a t  
s t r e s s ,  a n d  i m p a r t e d  m u c h  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  s o m e  
part of which remains in print.
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During the same per iod,  there were admit ted to  
the Church, three hundred and s ix men, and three  
hundred  and  fo r ty- th ree  women:  in  a l l  s i x  hun- 
dred  and  fo r ty-n ine ,  be ing  an  average  o f  th i r ty- 
four  admi s s ion s  in  each  yea r .  Seventeen  pe r sons  
had been publ ic ly admonished for di f ferent of fen- 
ces;  and f ive of them who could not be reclaimed,  
we re  cu t  o f f  by  excommun ic a t i on .  Con s ide r ing  
the  numbers  o f  the  Church,  and the s t r ic tnes s  o f  
t h e  w a t c h  a n d  d i s c i p l i n e  t h e n  m a i n t a i n e d ,  s o  
sma l l  a  number  o f  e cc l e s i a s t i c a l  c en su re s  a rgue s  
grea t  pur i ty  and b lamele s snes s  on the  par t  o f  the  
members at large.

M r  C o t t o n  h a d  t h r e e  s o n s  a n d  a s  m a n y  
d a u g h t e r s ;  a l l  b y  h i s  s e c o n d  w i f e .  S e a b o r n  
Co t t on ,  h i s  o l d e s t  c h i l d ,  g r a du a t ed  a t  Ha r v a r d  
C o l l e g e  i n  1 6 5 1 .  H e  w a s  o r d a i n e d  t h e  s e c o n d  
m i n i s t e r  o f  H a m p t o n  i n  N e w  H a m p s h i r e ,  i n  
1 660 ,  whe r e  h e  s p en t  h i s  d a y s  i n  g r e a t  u s e f u l - 
n e s s  a n d  h o n o u r .  H e  d i e d  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  o f  
Ap r i l ,  1 686 ,  a g ed  f i f t y - two  ye a r s .  He  wa s  s u c - 
c eeded  by  h i s  own  son ,  John  Co t ton ,  who  a l s o  
died there at the same age of fifty-two.

T h e  s e c o n d  s o n  o f  t h e  p a t r i a r c h  o f  B o s t o n ,  
John  Cot ton  the  younge r ,  g r adua ted  a t  Harva rd  
Co l l ege  i n  1657 .  Fo r  s eve r a l  y e a r s  he  p r e a ched
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t o  t h e  I n d i a n s  a t  M a r t h a ’ s  V i n e y a r d ,  i n  t h e i r  
o w n  l a n g u a g e .  H e  w a s  o r d a i n e d  a t  P l y m o u t h  
in  1669,  and l aboured there  in  the  mini s t ry  wi th  
g rea t  d i l igence  and succes s  for  th i r ty  year s ,  both  
a m o n g  t h e  w h i t e s  a n d  I n d i a n s .  I n  h i s  f i f t y - 
n i n t h  y e a r  h e  r e m o v e d  t o  C h a r l e s t o n ,  S o u t h  
Caro l ina ,  where  he  ga thered  the  Congrega t iona l  
C h u r c h ,  w h i c h  s t i l l  e x i s t s ,  a n d  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  
p r inc ip a l  chu rche s  i n  th a t  c i t y .  He  d i ed  i n  l e s s  
than  a  yea r  a f t e r ,  on  the  e igh teen th  o f  Sep tem- 
b e r ,  1 6 69 .  H i s  s on ,  Ro l and  Co t t on ,  g r a du a t e d  
a t  Ha rv a rd  i n  1685 ,  and  wa s  o rd a i ned  t h e  f i r s t  
m i n i s t e r  o f  S a n d w i c h ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  i n  1 6 9 4 .  
H e  a l s o  p r e a c h e d  t o  t h e  M a r s h p e e  I n d i a n s ,  o f  
whom,  in  1693 ,  two hundred  and  four teen  were  
under  h i s  ca re ,  whi le  f ive  hundred o ther s  in  the  
ne ighbourhood of  P lymouth were  under  the  care  
o f  h i s  f a t he r .  Ro l and  Co t ton  d i ed  a t  S andwich  
i n  1722 .  He  had  a  b ro the r ,  Jo s i ah  Cot ton ,  who  
g r a d u a t e d  a t  H a r v a r d  i n  1 6 9 8 .  H e  w a s  C l e r k  
o f  Cou r t ,  Reg i s t e r  o f  Deed s ,  a nd  J udge  o f  t h e  
C o m m o n  P l e a s .  H e  a l s o  p r e a c h e d  t o  t h e  I n - 
d i an s ,  a t  f i ve  d i f f e r en t  s t a t ion s ,  fo r  nea r l y  fo r ty  
ye a r s .  He  d i ed  the  n ine t een th  o f  Augu s t ,  1756 ,  
aged  s even ty- f i ve .  Three  o the r  b ro the r s  o f  Ro- 
l a n d  a n d  J o s i a h  w e r e  m i n i s t e r s .  R o l a n d  h a d
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th r e e  s on s  who  we r e  m in i s t e r s  o f  r epu t e ,  J ohn  
Cot ton a t  Newton,  Nathan ie l  Cot ton o f  Br i s to l ,  
a n d  W a r d  C o t t o n  o f  B o y l s t o n .  J o s i a h  C o t t o n  
o f  P l ymou th  had  a  son  John ,  who  wa s  the  f i r s t  
minister of Halifax.

T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  m a n y  o t h e r  d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  
t h e  B o s t o n  m i n i s t e r ,  w h o  h a v e  i n h e r i t e d  h i s  
n a m e  a n d  c a l l i n g .  I n  h i m  t h e r e  w a s  a  f u l f i l - 
men t  o f  t h e  p rom i s e ;—‘My  Sp i r i t  t h a t  i s  upon  
t h e e ,  a n d  m y  w o r d s  w h i c h  I  h a v e  p u t  i n  t h y  
mou th ,  s h a l l  no t  d ep a r t  ou t  o f  t hy  mou th ,  no r  
o u t  o f  t h e  m o u t h  o f  t h y  s e e d ,  n o r  o u t  o f  t h e  
mou th  o f  t hy  s e ed ’ s  s e ed ,  s a i t h  t he  Lo rd ,  f r om  
h ence f o r t h  and  f o r ev e r . ’  I t  may  b e  s a i d  o f  t h e  
po s t e r i t y  o f  v e r y  many  o f  t h e  p i ou s  s e t t l e r s  o f  
t h i s  ‘ N e w  E n g l i s h  C a n a a n ’ ; — ‘ T h e i r  s e e d  
s h a l l  b e  known  among  t h e  Gen t i l e s ,  a nd  t h e i r  
o f f s p r i n g  a m o n g  t h e  p e o p l e :  a l l  t h a t  s e e  t h e m  
sh a l l  a cknowledge  them,  th a t  t hey  a r e  the  s e ed  
which the Lord hath blessed.’

B u t  w e  m u s t  r e v e r t  t o  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  f a m i l y  
o f  t h e  v ene r ab l e  s a i n t  o f  Bo s ton .  H i s  younge s t  
s o n ,  R o l a n d ,  a n d  h i s  o l d e s t  d a u g h t e r ,  S a r a h ,  
d ied  near ly  a t  the  s ame t ime,  a t  an  ea r ly  age ,  o f  
t h e  sma l l  pox ,  wh i ch  r a g ed  i n  Bo s ton  i n  1649 .  
S a r ah  d i ed  on  the  twen t i e th  o f  November .  Her
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l a s t  w o r d s  t o  h e r  p a r e n t s  w e r e ; — ‘ P r a y ,  m y  
d e a r  f a t h e r ,  l e t  m e  n o w  g o  h o m e . ’  I n  a  f e w  
l i n e s  o f  h i s  we  f i nd  t h e  f o l l ow ing  l a ngu ag e  o f  
pious acquiescence in this affecting wish;—

Go then, sweet Sam, take thy Sabbath rest, 
With thy great Lord, and all in heaven, blest.

R o l a n d  d i e d  n i n e  d a y s  a f t e r  h i s  s i s t e r ,  o n  
wh ich  s ad  occa s ion ,  the  submi s s i ve  f a the r  aga in  
vented his feelings in his antiquated measures.

“Suffer, saith Christ, your little ones, 
	 To come forth, me unto, 
For of such ones my kingdom is, 
	 Of grace and glory too. 
We do not only suffer them, 
	 But offer them to thee; 
Now, blessed Lord, let us believe, 
	 Accepted that they be.”

O f  M r  C o t t o n ’ s  y o u n g e r  d a u g h t e r s ,  o n e  w a s  
ma r r i ed  to  a  r e spec t ab l e  merchan t  by  the  name  
o f  Egg in ton ,  bu t  d id  no t  long  su rv ive  the  b i r th  
o f  h e r  o n l y  c h i l d .  T h e  c h i l d  a l s o  i n  a  f e w  
y e a r s  f o l l o w e d  t h e  m o t h e r  t o  t h e  g r a v e .  T h e  
o t h e r  d augh t e r  o f  Mr  Co t t on  b e c ame  t h e  w i f e  
o f  I n c r e a s e  Ma the r ,  DD,  one  o f  t h e  mo s t  u s e - 
f u l  m e n  t o  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  w h o m  t h a t  ‘ m o t h e r  
o f  g r e a t  m e n ’  h a s  e v e r  p r o d u c e d .  T h r o u g h  
Mr s  Ma the r ,  h e r  f a t he r  b ec ame  the  ance s t o r  o f
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s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  m o s t  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  M i n i s t e r s  o f  
t h e  c o u n t r y .  H i s  c e l e b r a t e d  g r a n d s o n ,  C o t t o n  
M a t h e r ,  i n  o u r  d a y s  s o  g r o s s l y  s l a n d e r e d  a n d  
ma l i gned ,  ha s  no t i c ed  an  in t e r e s t i ng  f a c t  i n  r e - 
g a r d  t o  t h e  s e c o n d ,  o r  O l d  N o r t h  C h u r c h  i n  
Bo s ton .  The  fo rma t ion  o f  th i s  church ,  i n  1649 ,  
a ppe a r ed  t o  b e  qu i t e  d e t r imen t a l  t o  t h e  i n t e r - 
e s t s  o f  M r  C o t t o n ;  a n d  y e t  h e  c h e e r f u l l y  e n - 
couraged  the  unde r t ak ing ,  becau se  i t  s eemed  to  
b e  r e qu i r ed  by  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  r e l i g i on .  Now,  
o f  t h a t  v e r y  chu r ch ,  h i s  s on - i n - l aw  wa s  p a s t o r  
a b o v e  t h r e e s c o r e  y e a r s ,  a n d  h i s  g r a n d s o n  f o r  
forty-four.

M r  C o t t o n ’ s  w i d o w  b e c a m e  t h e  s e c o n d  w i f e  
of  Rev. Richard Mather of  Dorchester ,  the father  
o f  he r  s on- in - l aw ,  t o  whom she  thu s  bec ame  a  
p a r e n t  b y  a  d o u b l e  a f f i n i t y .  S h e  s u r v i v e d  h e r  
s e cond  hu sb and ,  w i t h  whom she  l i v ed  i n  g r e a t  
happiness for many years.

W e  t h u s  c l o s e  o u r  a c c o u n t  o f  J o h n  C o t t o n ,  
a n d  t h o s e  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  h i m .  T h a t  s t a r  r o s e  
br ight ly  on the  o lder  England,  and rode through  
s t o r m y  s k i e s .  B u t  i t  s w e e t l y  s h e d  i t s  p a r t i n g  
r a y s  o n  t h e  n e w e r  E n g l a n d ,  a t  i t s  s e r e n e  a n d  
unc louded  s e t t ing .  We c lo se  wi th  the  fo l lowing  
e x t r a c t  f r o m  h i s  f u n e r a l  e l e g y ,  b y  B e n j a m i n
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W o n d b r i d g e ,  D D ,  w h i c h ,  d o u b t l e s s  a f f o r d e d  
to  the  phi lo sophic  pr in ter ,  Dr  Frank l in ,  the  h int  
of his famous epitaph upon himself;—

“A living, breathing Bibles; tables where 
	 Best covenants at large engraven were; 
Gospel and law in his heart had each its column; 
	 His head an index to the sacred volume; 
His very name a title-page; and next 
	 His life a commentary on the text. 
O what a monument of glorious worth, 
	 When in a new edition he comes forth, 
Without erratas, may we think he’ll be 
	 In leaves and covers of eternity.


