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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

VENERATION for departed worth is a sentiment so
natural and proper, that he who is incapable of feel-
ing it, must be regarded as hopelessly ungenerous and
ignoble. The remembrance of the just is a blessing
to them that cherish it. Such memories awaken a
pure ambition; and lead to the virtuous resolve to em-
ulate, to equal, to exceed the patterns we admire.
The contemplation of exemplary goodness gives life
to magnanimous thoughts, and beneficent purposes.
It 1s wise to multiply these lessons, and to surround
ourselves with these incentives of excellence. The
Egyptian graced his habitation with the embalmed
persons of his ancestry, hoping that thus their merits
might linger in the abode of their descendants. The
Grecian multiplied the statues of those who had been
distinguished for public or private virtues, believing
that the mute eloquence of the sculptured stone would
not plead in vain for that respect which ends in imita-
tion. So too let us adorn our dwellings with the
memorials of the great and good. Let them be em-
balmed with the odorous spices of grateful remem-
brance. Let the very walls of our houses, garnished
with their Portraitures and the pictured story of their
deeds, summon us to a righteous emulation. The
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trophies of Miltiades would not suffer Themistoelea to
sleep.

As for us, whose homes are on the soil of New
England, we need not go far from our birthplace, to
find the most illustrious examples to be studied and
copied. Since the days of the apostles, there have
been no worthier patterns of Christian character and
primitive piety than the Puritans, to whom we are
indebted for all that gives our people any superiority
in any respect over other nations of the earth. Not
that we are to practice an indiscriminate and idolatrous
veneration. “There are no errors which are so likely
to be drawn into precedent, and therefore done which
it is so necessary to expose, as the errors of persons
who have a just title to the gratitude and admiration
of posterity. In politics, as in religion, there are de-
votees who show their reverence for a departed saint,
by converting his tomb into a sanctuary for crime.”
But though the Puritans had their faults and failings,
what sort of moral appetite must that be which fastens
upon and devours these unsavoury scraps, and neglects
all that is pure and wholesome in their character?
If there be any sore spot in their example, these flesh-
flies detect it with unerring instinct, and dart upon it
with a ravenous delight. He who call see nothing
in the sun but its spots must be worse than blind; for
while his eye gazes with morbid intensity on darkness,
he has no vision for that which is bright and fair.

Luther has said that ‘evil comes of good’: which
remark accords with the Rabbinical proverb, ‘Vine-
gar is the son of wine.” And we find that even some
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of the descendants of the Puritans have proved so de-
generate as, with filial impiety, to blacken and revile
the memory of their sires. Foul and unnatural deed!
How doth it react to the degradation and infamy of
its base perpetrators! ‘There is no readier way,’
says Tillotson, ‘for a man to bring his own worth
into question, than by endeavouring to detract from the
worth of other men.” And this is especially the case
when the slanderer is vilifying his own progenitors.
What can be more odious than to see the child defa-
cing and polluting the sepulchre of his fathers? The
only disgrace he can fix upon them, is that of having
generated a monster so contemptible as himself. Such
recreant and apostate natures usually exceed all oth-
ers in the avidity and malignity with which they tra-
duce the sainted dead. They do this for the reason
Dryden gives, and he must have known as being one
himself,

“For renegadoes, who ne’er turn by halves,
Are bound it, conscience to be double knaves.”

The mists which obscure the sun are exhaled by his
own fervent beams. Envy and detraction are the
shadows which ever follow shining merit. The ca-
lumniators of the. Puritans serve as the shades in the
Picture, which render the lights more distinct and
vivid. The fair fame of the Puritans shines the more
luminous, when contrasted with the dark dispositions
of their slanderers.

It is but justice to the pious dead to vindicate their
good name, which, as Cicero says, is the appropriate
possession of the departed. And justice to ourselves
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requires, that we should preserve untarnished the
reputation of our fathers, so that we may feel its full
influence to quicken our own virtues, and to stimulate
them to greater activity and fruitfulness. Certain it
is, that they will be the most likely to partake of the
excellencies of the Puritans, who most deeply revere
them.

In different ages there have arisen men, too great
or too good for the times in which they lived:—men,
like Israel’s martyred prophets, of whom the world
was not worthy. They have strode so far in advance
of their conemporaries, that as Coleridge said of Mil-
ton, they dwarfed themselves in the distance. Bitter
scorn and bitterer wrath was their portion while they
lived.

And after they are gone, other generations sweep
by, till the same venerable worthies are again almost
lost from view in the dull perspective of the past.
Then are their names again decried, because they
stopped where they did. The most distinguished of
living. British essayists has said with a just severity;—
‘It is too much that the benefactors of mankind, after
having been reviled by the dunces of their own gener-
ation for going to far, are to be reviled by the dunces
of the next generation for not going far enough.’

The world shows its unworthiness of these good
men, either by forgetting their virtues as soon as pos-
sible: or else by remembering their names only to
traduce them. Thus thanklessly and harshly has it
dealt with our pilgrim fathers. But, blessed be the
Lord! there are not wanting those, who, like ‘Old
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Mortality’ among the graves of the Covenanters, with
chisel in hand, revisit the resting-place of our Puritan
sires, raising up the fallen monuments; removing the
encroaching mosses; and, with pious care, retouching
the fading inscriptions which the ceaseless stream of
time 1s wearing away.

Such a pleasing task of filial piety and reverent love
is before us in the present undertaking. Nor doubt
we, that the work is well pleasing unto God, who 1is
himself, in his providence, the Vindicator of their
wisdom and zeal; and whose Word has taught us,
that the memory of the just is blessed, and that the
righteous must be had in everlasting remembrance.

These considerations have induced the Publishing
Committee of the Massachusetts Sabbath School So-
ciety to prepare a series of biographical sketches of
some of the distinguished men, who were God’s in-
struments in making this country what it is. These
volumes will collect, and present in one view, every
thing which relates to them that can be recovered from
scattered confusion and from oblivion. It is intended
that this exhibition shall bring out the characters,
actions, sufferings and principles of these remarkable
men, in such form as may interest and profit the gen-
eral reader, and not be unuseful to such as may be
studious of the early history of our country.

The Committee have observed with pain, that there
is, in some quarters, a disposition to subject the mem-
ory of the Puritans to what is sometimes significantly
called ‘Cavalier treatment’. The best defence which
can be made of these worthies is to show them as
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they were. Could such an exhibition be made to the
life, it is certain that it would have the same dispers-
ing effect upon their detractors, as the appearance of
Cromwell’s unconquered ‘Ironsides’ had upon the
runaways of Naseby, of Preston, and of Worcester.

It is hoped that these volumes will not only find a
place in all our Sabbath school libraries, but may ob-
tain a general circulation among the young men and
young women of our land. It is believed that the
contemplations of these noble examples will be found
among the best means of strengthening the minds,
enriching the memories, and settling the principles, of
the young. The moral beauty of the character of the
Puritans consist chiefly in this,—they were men of
principle. This made them deliberate in resolving,
and inflexible in performing. The ‘noble grace of
decision’ shone conspicuously in their lives; they
were decided for truth, for conscience, for God. It
was a rich gift of the Holy Ghost, and enabled them
for a work in which all other adventurers must have
failed.

May God bless this undertaking, so that it may help
to revive in power and purity the remnants of the pi-
ety and spirit of the pilgrims which yet linger among
us. May it help to increase the multitudes which,
like the Puritans of old, have gone up, through much
tribulation, from the footstool to the throne!
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PREFACE

TuE difficulty of preparing a work of this nature
can only be conceived of by one who has tried it.
The mere collecting of the scattered materials, dis-
persed in the obscurest corners, as they usually are, is
a great labour. It is a greater toil to arrange them in
due order, when once they are collected. The set-
tling of doubtful and contradictory statements is often
a tedious and perplexing business. And then comes
the writing, which the author must accomplish as he
can. The only merit which this little book can claim,
is laborious accuracy bestowed upon a worthy subject.
For its faults in other respects, there can hardly be
any remedy. For, to apply here a rhyme of Presi-
dent Oakes,

They that can Cotton’s goodness well display,
Must be as good as he:—but who are they?

In prosecuting the design of the Publishing Com-
mittee of the Massachusetts Sabbath School Society,
it is evident that the distinctive principles of the Puri-
tans must come under review. In order that these
might be more completely presented, they are dis-
cussed somewhat fully in a few chapters devoted to
that object. Accordingly, in this volume, will be found
a chapter occupied with an account of the nature and
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origin of Puritanism, in which our fathers are vindi-
cated from the charge of schism and sinful division of
the Church. Another chapter delineates the main
features of the Congregational Church government.
Another still, exhibits the merits of Congregational-
1sm.

May God grant wisdom to all who may take part
in this attempt to revive the memory of the patriarchs
of our land; and give to the readers grace to profit by
their holy example.

‘A life may find him who a sermon flies.’



LIFE OF JOHN COTTON.
CHAPTER I

His parentage. Residence at the University. Conversion.

THE man whose life and principles will now be
represented, from the vast influence he exer-
cised in his own time, and, consequently, upon
all following times, has been fitly called the
Patriarch of New England. Boston, especially,
is indebted to him for much more than its name.
He found it but little better than a woody wil-
derness; and he left it a flourishing town, a sort
of Jerusalem of the West.

John Cotton was a native of Derby, on the
river Derwent, in England. He was born on
the fourth of December, in the year 1585. He
was descended of ‘gentle blood’. His parents
were persons in easy circumstances, and able to
provide him with the necessaries for a good edu-
cation. The father, Roland Cotton, a lawyer
by profession, was distinguished, as well as the
mother, by a solid and fervid piety. The child,
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thus brought forth and brought up, did no dis-
credit to his training. His youth, unstained by
follies, gave no occasion for reproach in after
years. It is pleasing to consider a person, who,
from the cradle to the grave, lived a long life
without spot or blame, other than what arose
from the mistakes of those around him, or those
errors of his own which serve to associate him
with weak humanity, but not with its vices or
its crimes. It is true, that, at certain times,
amid the tempests of passion and prejudice,
much mire and dirt was cast upon his charac-
ter, but none of it would adhere. It all fell off
again, and left his reputation unsullied as ever.

He was admitted to Trinity College, Cam-
bridge, at the early age of thirteen. His father
who had never had many clients before, from
that time had them in abundance. The son,
who had, in consequence, a very liberal main-
tenance, and who also had a watchful eye to
discern the ways of divine providence, was
thereby led to say:—God kept me at the uni-
versity!’

At this ancient seminary, the nursing mother
of so many eminent Puritan ministers, he spent
fifteen studious years, till he became learned in
all the wisdom of that age of erudite scholars
and deep divines. He was prevented from
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obtaining a fellowship in his college, only by rea-
son of embarrassments growing out of the
construction of expensive buildings for its use.

He was then chosen a fellow of Emmanuel
College, after a severe examination, which he
triumphantly sustained. He was examined with
special rigour in the Hebrew language. He was
tested more particularly upon the latter part of
the third chapter of Isaiah, which consists of an
inventory of the fineries of the haughty daugh-
ters of Zion, such as might well astonish a
modern Parisian milliner. This passage, which
contains more unusual and perplexing terms
than any other in the Old Testament, occasioned
no trouble to our ardent scholar, who was able
to converse in that tongue. Hebrew literature
was much cultivated among the Puritan divines,
who gave especial attention to those three lan-
guages in which it was stated on the cross, that
Jesus of Nazareth was King of the Jews. And
yet the famed Erasmus, though reputed in his
day to be ‘the most Greek among the Grecians,
and the most Latin among the Latins’, and
though so used to discourse in the latter lan-
guage as to forget his mother tongue, gave up
the attempt to acquire the Hebrew in utter dis-
couragement. This study, in which Luther so
much delighted, found many expert proficients
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among the spiritual fathers of New England.
Nearly all the first ministers of Massachusetts
cultivated it: and some very singular anecdotes
are preserved to illustrate their familiarity with
that language, which, as John Eliot said, ‘it
pleased our Lord Jesus Christ to make use of
when he spake from heaven unto Paul.” Some
of the laymen bestowed great attention upon it.
Thus Governor Bradford, who had thoroughly
mastered some four or five other languages,
studied the Hebrew most of all; ‘because,’ as
he elegantly said, ‘he would see with his own
eyes the ancient oracles of God in their native
beauty!”

In the same distinguished College where he
gained his fellowship, Mr Cotton afterwards
became Head Lecturer; then Dean, an officer
charged to attend to the deportment and disci-
pline of the students; and Catechist, an employ-
ment of chief note in the old conventual schools.
He was also Tutor to numerous scholars, by
whom he was held in the highest estimation as
a teacher.

While occupied thus usefully, he was much
honoured and admired for the strength and readi-
ness of his mind, and for the vast extent of his
reading. The sermons which he occasionally
preached in the University, were pompous ha-
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rangues, stuffed with a huge mass of learning
and soaring conceits, according to the taste of
the ‘vain wits’ of that seat of science. These
ostentatious displays made him very popular
with that class of men, who delighted in such
parades of learned lore, as much as they dis-
tasted the plain preaching of the humbling doc-
trines of the cross. Cotton was then one of
their own sort, being himself of that lamentably
numerous class who undertake to preach the
gospel of Christ without having personally felt
its life and power in the heart.

He first distinguished himself by a funeral
discourse for Dr Some, Master of Peter House,
in which he flourished away with so much arti-
ficial originality, affected eloquence and ‘orato-
rious beauty’, that he came to be regarded as
the Xenophon of the University, and the special
favourite of the muses. Some time after, he de-
livered a University sermon in St Mary’s
Church, which gained the high applause of the
academical pedants, who looked only for a grand
exhibition of what the preacher could do to show
off himself, rather than for a presentation of
‘Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling
block, and unto the Greeks foolishness; but unto
them which are called, both Jews and Greeks,
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Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of
God.’

But the Lord had other employment for this
‘chosen vessel’. He who had dwelt so long
among those halls of science as one of her most
assiduous devotees, began at last to feel the
higher claims of religion.

In those days there was at Cambridge an em-
inent and godly divine, Rev. William Perkins,
whose name was long precious among our fa-
thers, one of whom made this epigram upon
him, in allusion to a certain natural defect;

Though nature thee of thy right hand bereft,
Right well thou writest with thy hand what’s [leff.

This good and able man was sound in the
faith, and deep in the experience of the great
doctrines of the gospel. His ministrations, so
searching to the heart and so rousing to the
conscience, were blessed to the conversion of
many who became some of the brightest lights
of their age. Among others, Mr Cotton was
much wrought upon by his faithful exhibition of
the truth, But the young and aspiring scholar,
fearing to become engaged in the pursuit of per-
sonal religion, lest it should hinder him in the
studies he was ambitiously following, suppressed,
so far as he could, the motions and stirrings of
his mind. In the pride of intellect, and the lust
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of literary distinction, he resisted the strivings
of the Holy Spirit. For a while, he succeeded
in stifling the still small voice of conviction, till
one day walking in the fields, he heard the bell
tolling the death-knell of the devout Mr Per-
kins. At this, Mr Cotton secretly rejoiced;
and began to congratulate himself, that he should
no more be troubled by him, who had, as he
said, ‘laid siege to and beleaguered his heart.’

But this selfish satisfaction at such a riddance
soon became a cause of great spiritual distress.
It dwelt constantly upon his mind as an aggra-
vated sin, that he had thus exulted at the pros-
pect of being freed, at such a price, from divine
incitements and restraints. God made it ‘an
effectual means of convincing and humbling him
in the sight and sense of the natural enmity that
is in man’s nature against God.’

In this state of mind, he heard a sermon from
Dr Sibbes, a man of great note among the Puri-
tans in the time of the first James. This sermon
was upon the nature and necessity of regenera-
tion. It first showed the state of the unregener-
ate, and the misery of those who have no
righteousness but that of the moral virtues.
Under this discourse, Mr Cotton felt all his
false hopes and self-righteous confidences failing
him. He found the truth of what the Bible



20 THE LIFE OF JOHN COTTON

taught him, that he was a sinner in the sight of
God,—that he was wholly and helplessly de-
praved, and utterly lost beyond the power of
recovering himself. For near three years, he
was fainting under the burden of desponding
thoughts, feeling that he had wilfully withstood
the means of grace and the offers of mercy which
God had extended to him. At length the barbed
arrow, which so long had rankled in his heart,
was plucked away. Through the same wound
from which the bloody drops of contrition had
flowed, the healing grace of Jesus was infused.
This comfort appears to have been ministered to
his soul under the preaching of the same worthy
Dr Sibbes; between whom and the happy con-
vert there ever after subsisted ‘a singular and
constant love’, as between a spiritual father and
his son in the faith.

The conversion of Mr Cotton was of that
primitive, orthodox stamp, which has always
produced the best sort of Christians. There 1is
reason to suspect that many who are in the habit
of speaking of such a change in terms of levity
and unbelief, would inwardly rejoice if they
could be assured of undergoing the same moral
renovation before they shall be summoned to the
bar of God. There is something in such an
experience which commends itself even to the
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conscience of the scoffer and profane. In the
case of Mr Cotton it was no rash and reasonless
excitement: but the result of years of anxious
inquiry and mental conflict. It occurred when
he was at the maturity of his powers and in
their highest state of discipline and development.
[t was a solid work, on a firm foundation, by the
Almighty hand: and therefore was it a lasting
monument of grace. The subject of it, at the
time, was not far from twenty-seven years of
age.

Ere long he was called once more to fill the
old stone pulpit of St Mary’s venerable church.
A numerous auditory of the University men,
attracted by his high reputation, thronged the
place. These were hearers, who, as the excel-
lent John Norton said of them, and he knew
them well, ‘prefer the Muses before Moses, and
taste Plato more than Paul, and relish the Orator
of Athens far above the Preacher of the Cross.’
They were confidently expecting to be regaled
with the heaped up quotations, the philosophical
abstractions, the scholastic subtleties, and rhe-
torical ornaments, by which the preachers on
those occasions were wont to hold up to admira-
tion, not their Master, but themselves. When
Mr Cotton arose, the hum of approbation, which
used to greet a popular speaker, resounded
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through the temple. But their expectation was
destined to be disappointed. The discourse was
upon the subject of repentance, and was enunci-
ated from a heart which had freshly felt the
power of the theme. It was a plain, pungent,
practical address, directly aimed at the con-
science of the hearers. The countenances of
his audience betrayed their discontent; in token
of which, they pulled down their shovel-caps
over their faces, and listened in sullen mood.

The poor preacher, discouraged with this cold
reception of his zealous endeavours far their good,
retired to his chambers with some sad thoughts
of heart. He had not been long alone, when
Dr John Preston, then a fellow of Queen’s
College, and of great esteem in the University,
knocked at his door. This person, like so many
others, had repaired to the sermon, with his ears
itching to hear a splendid literary performance.
For a while, he manifested his vexation in every
way he could: but ere the close, he was ‘cut to
the heart’ by the sword of the Spirit. Making
an errand of borrowing a book, he called on Mr
Cotton, with whom he had not been acquainted.
His wounded soul would not keep silence; and
he sought those spiritual succours which God
blessed to the peace of his mind. This man too
became a powerful preacher of the gospel, and a
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mighty man of renown among the Calvinistic
doctors of that age of giant minds. This nota-
ble seal of his ministry consoled Mr Cotton for
the manner in which his first evangelical sermon
was received by the many. He never regretted
that he had cast his ostentatious ways aside, and
had sought only to approve himself unto God.
Some of the more religious divines prayed him
to ‘persevere in that good way of preaching’,
which, by the grace of God, he effectually did.
How true is the remark of the excellent Thomas
Fuller, ‘It is easier and better for us to please
one God, than many men, with our sermons.’
Between Mr Cotton and Dr Preston there was
formed one of those most profitable Christian
friendships, which must outlast earth and heaven.
There are no good men, but others are the better
for them.



CHAPTER II.

Settlement at Boston in Old England. Obstacles to Settlement,
Spiritual Conflicts. Arminian Controversy. Marriage. Non-

Conformity.

WHEN Mr Cotton was about twenty-eight years
of age, he was invited by the people of Boston,
in Lincolnshire, to settle in the ministry among
them. OId Boston, whose chief honour now is,
that she imparted her name to her cisatlantic
daughter, was indebted for it to Botolph, an an-
cient Saxon saint; the name Botolph’s town,
having been, in time, contracted to its present
form. In that place, Mr Cotton laboured many
years in the pastoral office, exerting a wonderful
influence upon the character of the people. We
read in Burke’s famous speech made long after-
wards on American affairs, the odd quotation
from an old song;—

Solid men of Boston, make no long orations,
Solid men of Boston, drink no strong potations.

I am ready to believe that this character for so-
lidity, for brevity of speech, and for observing
the ‘holy dictate of spare temperance’, may be



PROOF-READING DRAFT 1 25

owing to the labours of this man of God, leaving
their impress upon the descendants of his parish-
ioners there, as I doubt not they have done here.

Mr Cotton’s settlement was not without some
difficulty. The church-warden, with the better
sort of people, desired that he should be their
pastor. But the mayor, with the looser class,
had procured from Cambridge another candidate
more to their minds. When the election came
to be held under the charter, the votes were found
to be equally divided. The mayor, having the
casting vote, by some mistake gave it in favour
of Mr Cotton. The civic dignitary, mortified
at his error, requested that the vote might be
taken again. His request was complied with,
and resulted as before, in an equal division. And
now, strange to tell, the mayor made the same
mistake, and again gave his casting vote in Mr
Cotton’s favour. In great vexation, the blunder-
ing magistrate insisted upon trying the vote for
the third time; but the people refused their con-
sent. Thus the choice fell upon Mr Cotton,
through the unintended act of his most strenuous
opposer.

This obstruction being removed, there came
another in the way. Dr Barlow, the diocesan,
understanding that the successful candidate was
infected with Puritanism, tried to discourage his
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settlement. The prelate’s only objection was,
that Mr Cotton was too young a man to be set
over such a numerous and factious people. The
young man had so modest an opinion of himself,
that he was satisfied with the objection, and pro-
posed to go back to the University. But some
of his supporters, understanding, as good Mr
Norton tells us, ‘that one Simon Bibby was to
be spoken with, who was near to the bishop, they
presently charmed him; and so the business
proceeded without further trouble, and Mr Cot-
ton was admitted into the place after their manner
in those days.” It looks suspicious in this case,
that the charmers operated upon the said Simon
Bibby, by means of unlawful spells, perchance
mingling the potency of simony and bibification.
But whatever the nature of their enchantments
may have been, Mr Cotton cannot be charged
with any knowledge of their proceedings.

About this time he deeply exercised with
spiritual troubles, even as his Master was sub-
jected to temptation. at the beginning of his pub-
lic Ministry. There is much truth in Luther’s
saying, ‘that three things make a divine; med-
itation, supplication, and temptation.’ It is
probable that few ministers have ever been ex-
tensively useful in the Church of God, without
first passing through severe conflicts of mind
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against doubts, and fears, and unbelief; before
coming to the settled enjoyment of the consola-
tions and supports of the gospel. Taught both
by sterner and by sweeter experience, they learn
how to guide others through similar spiritual
difficulties. It is thus that they become ‘able to
comfort them which are in any trouble, by the
comfort wherewith they themselves are com-
forted of God.’

Engrossed as he was in these severe mental
trials, Mr Cotton paid no heed to the parties
and factions which disturbed the town. This
sort of impartiality conciliated the good will of
the people, when they saw that the salvation of
his own soul was far more upon his thoughts,
than the contentions and disputes around him.

At that time, there was a Mr Baron in the
place, a man very skilful in his calling, as a
physician, but who chiefly devoted his studies to
the defence of Arminianism, which he main-
tained on all occasions, with much acuteness and
ability. To his constant conversation, Mr Cot-
ton silently listened, till he ‘had learned, at
length, where all the great strength of the doctor
lay.” Having mastered all Mr Baron’s scruples
and objections, and, avoiding all those expres-
sions and phrases of others, which afforded that
gentleman any advantage in debate, Mr Cotton
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began publicly to preach the doctrine of God’s
eternal election; the effectual calling of the sin-
ner by irresistible grace; and the certain perse-
verance of saints, so that they shall not fall
from a state of grace, either totally or finally.
The result was, that the adverse disputant
desisted from all further debate; Arminianism
died quite away, without struggle or convulsion,
‘and all matters of religion were carried on
calmly and peaceably.’

When he had resided at his parish about half
a year, he visited Cambridge, to take his degree
of Bachelor of Divinity. On this occasion, he
added largely to his reputation, by a much ad-
mired sermon to the clergy, from the text; ‘Ye
are the salt of the earth; but if the salt have lost
his savour, wherewith shall it be salted?’ He
also distinguished himself by his skill in a pub-
lic disputation, held in the schools for the purpose
of proving himself qualified for his degree in
divinity. He appeared to high advantage, though
matched against a very keen debater, a Dr
Chappell; afterwards Provost of Trinity College,
in Dublin, and a strenuous advocate of Pelagian
sentiments. After gathering these University
laurels, Mr Cotton returned to his parochial
charge, where he enjoyed the high esteem of
his flock. It is a remark of one of his fellow-
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labourers, ‘So God disposeth of the hearts of
hearers, as that generally they are all open
and loving to their preachers in their first times;
trials are often reserved until afterwards. Epi-
phanius calleth the first year of Christ’s minis-
try, the acceptable year.—Young Peter girdeth
himself, and walks whither he will; but old
Peter is girded by another, and carried whither
he would not.’

Being comfortably settled in his church, he
married Elizabeth Horrocks, ‘an eminently vir-
tuous gentlewoman.” The day of their union,
was ever memorable to him, upon another
account; for it was then, that he first received a
comfortable assurance of God’s love to his soul.
The promises of grace and life, were sealed upon
his heart by the Holy Spirit; and this comfort
continued with him, in some happy measure,
through the residue of his days. He would
often say of the day of espousals, ‘God made
it a day of double marriage to me!’ for it was
then that he obtained the blessed evidence of the
marriage-union of his soul with Christ.

His worthy companion was of ‘great assistance
to him in his ministry, in many respects; but
especially in this, that she greatly promoted his
usefulness among those of her own sex. The
female members of the congregation, taking
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notice of her uncommon discretion and piety,
would freely impart to her the state of their
minds upon the subject of religion, acquainting
her with their difficulties, and the points on
which they stood in need of special counsel and
instruction. The information she imparted to
her husband, enabled him to adapt his public
teaching to the wants of his hearers, and to ren-
der it far more conducive to their spiritual good.
It experience can prove any thing, it has abun-
dantly proved that the judicious marriage of a
clergyman greatly enhances his usefulness, and
his estimation among his flock. It not only
places him as ‘a family man’, in close sympa-
thy with the families of his flock, but it puts him in
unexceptionable communication with the female
portion of his charge. He thus obtains a suffi-
ciently confidential knowledge of the condition
of their minds, and also the opportunity of meet-
ing their wants as a religious shepherd and
guide. He in this manner becomes qualified to
benefit them, far beyond what would he prac-
ticable or desirable to do by means of personal
familiar intercourse. It is not without reason,
that the Apostle gives repeated counsel that
every elder or parochial bishop should be the
husband of one wife’, neither more nor less.

After Mr Cotton had spent three years in
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Boston, his deep and devout studies brought him
a to a solemn conviction, that there were many
antiquated corruptions yet left unreformed in the
national Church, with the practice of which he
could not comply. From this time, he ceased to
conform strictly to the Church of England,
though he never voluntarily renounced its com-
munion.

The next chapter will be devoted to an account
of the origin and nature of Puritanism, of which
John Cotton was a staunch and uncompromising
advocate.



CHAPTER III.

Necessity of Controversy. Necessity of Reforming the Church.
Romish corruption had taken away Christ’s threefold office.
Reformation in England restored his prophetical and priestly offi-
ces. His kingly office not restored. Relics of Popery retained in
the National Church. Puritans demand a complete Reformation.
The principle involved Nehushtan. How the principles of
Congregationalism are reached. Puritans persecuted. Their
conduct under persecution. Take refuge in New England.
Happy results of their removal. The charge of Schism triumph-
antly retorted. The Massachusetts settlers no separatists. Laud,
the great schismatic. His party were the separatists. Address
from the Arbella, The ‘standing order’ in New England no
‘sect’. Puritanism as necessary now as in the days of our fa-

thers. Appeal to the soils of the Pilgrims.

THE Puritans lived in an age of controversy.
It was one of those periods when the vast sea of
human opinions, convulsed under chafing winds
and weltering waves, sweeps away many of the
ancient landmarks, and often, by their removal,
restores to their forgotten prominence such land-
marks as are more ancient than they. It was a
time when the earthquakes of political and re-
ligious agitation disturbed every existing insti-
tution; throwing all their foundations out of
course, that they might settle down at last upon
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a basis more firm and square. Novel errors
assailed old truths, and new truths grappled with
antiquated errors. Perhaps there has never
been a waking up of the human mind so general
and so intense, as during that prolonged season
of every kind of conflict. Such seasons must
result in the advancement of truth, the progress
of the human mind, and the improvement of the
social state. Truth is ultimately, always stron-
ger than her foes. Whatever may be the inci-
dental evils of controversy, they are not so great
as the evils it prevents or does away. It is a
sharp remedy: but it is less painful than the
diseases which it checks or heals. Such keen
debate is only to be regretted as altogether inju-
rious, when it arrays the real friends of truth
against each other in disputes about matters of
inferior moment. In such cases the acrimony
is usually in an inverse ratio to the importance
of the point discussed. We may then exclaim
in the language of the ‘facetious Fuller’, allud-
ing to a passage in the prophet Joel;—‘Alas!
that men should have less wisdom than locusts,
which, when sent on God’s errand, did not
thrust one another.’

The necessity of reform in the church arose
from its corruption. The leaven of this corrup-
tion had begun to work even before the decease
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of the apostles.* And from that time, the
spreading fermentation, diffusing itself through
a long course of ages, at last leavened nearly the
whole mass with the sour crudities of popery.
No doubt, the church as yet unreformed was the
true church, just as a tree decayed and maimed
is still a true tree. But there was need that the
dead limbs should be lopped down, and the rotten
wood cut out, and the eating funguses removed,
and the encroaching mosses and other hurtful
parasites scraped off, and the heterogeneous
grafts pruned away. In short, there was much
that wanted to be done, to restore the aged tree
to a natural and vigourous growth, without am-
putating any part that retained its health and
soundness. It was not the design of the reform-
ers to institute a new church: but to restore the
integrity and purity of the old. And so far as
it experienced such reformation, it is primitive,
apostolical and catholic.

Antichrist had so far prevailed, as greatly to
interfere with the sole Headship of Christ in
and over his church. His threefold office of
chief Prophet, high Priest, and only King, had
been dangerously and ruinously invaded. The
light of the gospel, obscured by foggy ignorance

* 2 Thessalonians 2:7
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and fuming errors, had left the world in dark-
ness.

‘O blindness of our earth-incrusted minds!

In what a midnight shade, what sombrous clouds
Of error, are our souls immersed, when Thou,
O Sun supreme, no longer deign’st to shine!’

Welcome, thunder:—and welcome, hurri-
cane;—if those gloomy, fatal clouds are thereby
swept away. Luther, wake the storm, that the
heavens maybe cleared; and the Sun of Right-
eousness shine forth in his strength!

Christ’s prophetical office, as the authoritative
teacher of his Church, had been infringed by
substituting the teachings and traditions of men
in the place of his instructions. The pure doc-
trines of his Word were no longer taught or
understood. Dogmas wholly subversive of them
were received instead. The grace which re-
deems and renews the sinner, and which it is
the main design of the Bible to inculcate, was
lost sight of. Nothing was regarded but such
matters as the efficacy of penance and indulgen-
ces, the nature of purgatory and transubstantia-
tion, and other things as contrary to the lessons
of the Bible as Belial is to the Christ of God.

The priestly office of Jesus, who is the only
atoning sacrifice and the one Mediator between
God and men, was no less invaded. The doc-
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trine that human merit can avail to purchase
salvation displaced that most fundamental article
of Christianity, that remission of sins and the
gift of eternal life is through faith alone. It was
held, that the sacraments of themselves had
power to sanctify the recipients; although the
gospel denies all efficacy to forms and ceremo-
nies, aside from the special influence of the Holy
Spirit. Other mediators with God were set up
by the side of Jesus, and even above him, in the
affection and confidence of the worshipers.
Full faith was given to all manner of absurd
miracles, alleged to be wrought by hermits, and
departed saints, and other celestial beings.

“Such tales monastic fablers taught,
Their kindred strain the minstrels caught;
A web of finer texture they
Wrought from the rich romantic lay.”

The virgin mother; with a host of martyrs of
all sorts, real and fabulous; with numberless
saints, many of them of uncertain existence, and
others of very dubious sanctity; with good spir-
its and legendary angels: all these were relied
upon in vows and prayers, to the injury of the
Redeemer’s exclusive right to stand and inter-
cede between the sinner and his God.

These infractions of his claims were attended
by the usurpation of Christ’s kingly office. In
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despite of his just prerogative to be supreme
Head and Lawgiver in his own kingdom, men,
assuming to act by his authority, dared to set
aside his laws, and supplant them by ordinances
of their own invention. The Son of God had
prescribed the terms of membership and commu-
nion in the church which he had purchased with
his own blood, and the mode of dealing with
offenders: he had deposited with the church the
sacred ‘power of the keys’ wherewith to bind
and loose: he had indicated the character of the
officers under his government, and defined the
nature of their authority and their duties: and
he had stamped upon his worship and ordinances
a simplicity becoming to their spiritual charac-
ter. But a usurping hierarchy, engrossing a
power belonging to none but Christ, had over-
turned all his enactments; and instituted cere-
monies and modes of worship utterly foreign to
his will; and imposed terms of communion and
office in the church, totally repugnant to the
divinely appointed order and discipline of the
house of God.

Such were the gross abuses and corruptions
which had long prevailed, before the Protestant
Reformation,—that moral equator of the world’s
history. It had become necessary to ‘prove all
things’; and rejecting the evil, to hold fast to
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that which is good. One of the old divines has
correctly said:—‘The reformers disclaimed only
the ulcers and sores, not what was sound in the
existing church.’

Now in England, during the reigns of the
eighth Henry and some of his next successors,
the needful reformation had advanced so far as
to terminate the open infractions of Christ’s pro-
phetical and priestly offices. The doctrines he
taught were openly professed once more: and
free salvation by his atonement and intercession
was now preached again.

But here the work came to a stand. The in-
vasions of the royal and legislative office of the
Saviour were not redressed. The only altera-
tion was a change of usurpers. The pope and
his myrmidons were cast out only to make room
for another set who claimed to be heads and law-
makers to that city of God, which owed alle-
giance and obedience in these matters to the
Lord alone.

The Anglican Church had never been thor-
oughly purged from the remnants of popery.
They, who first took the work in hand, were not
able, in consequence of the premature death of
the sixth Edward, to carry it on so far as they
intended. And such as came after them strove
rather, so far as they could, to retrace their steps
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toward the recently forsaken Babylon. It was
not without reason that one of the divines of the
Church of England exclaimed:—‘What need,
hath reformation itself to be frequently reformed,
seeing corruptions will so quickly creep there-
into.” That Church retained so much of the
essence of popery, that Rome, to this day, has
never given up the hope that her vagrant daugh-
ter will yet return to her embraces. Says Ed-
ward Weston, a Jesuit in the time of Henry
VIII;—‘The English drove the pope out of the
kingdom so hastily, that they forced him to leave
his garments behind him: and now they put
them on, and, like so many players acting their
parts, they dance in them in a way of triumph.’
And the bloody Bonner, then Bishop of London,
playfully remarked, in allusion to the supersti-
tions which were retained;—‘If they sup of
our broth, they will soon eat of our beef!” The
archbishop of Spalato, who came to England in
1616, declares in a letter to bishop Hall, that he
saw nothing reformed there but the bare doctrine
of the church. It is not strange, therefore, that
a strong tendency toward Rome has been ever
betraying itself in that quarter. Bishop Taylor
considered his church to be separated from that
of Rome merely by ‘a paper wall’. And
though some excellent men have affirmed that
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the said paper wall was ‘just the thickness of
the Bible’, other men have found no difficulty
in surmounting it, and getting back into the
Italian fold. The church theory of the Angli-
cans 1s the same as that of the Romanists.
Both communions are based upon the same pre-
tensions: they rest alike on that ecclesiastical
figment, which is miscalled ‘apostolical succes-
sion’. If this be a good reason for being a pre-
latist, it is a far stronger reason for being a papist.
The pope urges the same arguments against the
prelatists, that these latter use against us: and
the same reasons justify its for disowning the
supremacy of the prelates, which justify them
for disowning the supremacy of the pope. It is
natural that the high churchmen of England and
elsewhere should sigh for such a reconciliation
as might procure an endorsement of their claims
by the pretended successors to St Peter’s chair.
It is easy to understand the zeal of the Oxford
divines, whose labours threaten to give occasion
for renewing the complaint of archbishop Laud,
‘a man whom it is an act of self-denial to
name without some epithet of reproach.” In
his dying speech, he said;—‘The Church of
England is become like an oak, cleft to shivers
with wedges made out of its own body.’

John Cotton, and other Puritans, regarded the
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Church of England as woefully dissenting from
the true Church of Christ, by her making the
monarch of the realm her head and ruler. The
king of Britain, say they, is a ‘protestant in
taking, not in giving.” Honest Fuller says;—
‘The pope being dead in England, the king
was found his heir at common law, as to most
of the power and profit the other had usurped.’
This impious intrusion of an earthly prince, who
might oftentimes be a monster of profligacy, or
perhaps a mere child, a girl, into the throne of
Zion’s King, was more than the Puritans, ever
jealous for the rights and honours of their Lord,
could brook. They felt that ‘the church by
law established’” had dissented from the true,
basis of the church of God, because her articles
of faith and frame of government rested on acts
of parliament, which has power to new model
her at will: whereas she should have stood upon
the simple foundation of the Word of God.
Osborne observes, in his Memoirs of Queen
Elizabeth;—‘The doctrine professed most gen-
erally in England, bore in foreign nations the
name of parliament faith’.* This phrase often
occurs in the letters of Erasmus.

Now the Puritans demanded, in the name of

*  Parliamentaria fides.
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the Lord, that his royal power and privilege
should be restored to him. New England had
her ‘judicious Hooker’, him of Hartford, the
fellow-voyager with John Cotton to these shores.
This good man thus explains the object sought by
himself and his brethren;—‘As the prophetical
and priestly office of Christ, was completely vin-
dicated in the first times of reformation, so now
the great cause and work of God’s reforming
people is, to clear the rights of Christ’s kingly
office, and in their practice to set up his king-
dom.’* They received the name of Puritans
from their resolute attempt to restore to their
primitive purity the Christian faith and institu-
tions, according to the principles laid down by
the adorable Founder of Christianity. Their
sentiments are thus expressed by the celebrated
Dr John Owen:—‘They who hold communion
with the Lord Jesus Christ, will admit nothing,
practice nothing, in the worship of God, but
what they have his warrant for. Unless com-
ing in his name, they will not hear an angel
from heaven. They know the apostles them-
selves were to teach the saints only what he
commanded them. And you know how many
in this very nation, in the days not long since

*  Preface to Survey of Church Discipline.
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passed, yea, how many thousands left their na-
tive soil, and went into a vast and howling wil-
derness, in the uttermost parts of the world, to
keep their souls undefiled and chaste unto their
dear Lord Jesus, as to this matter of his worship
and institutions.’*

It is necessary that we should understand the
principle involved in this great controversy.
The Puritans did not contend for the abolishing
of a few harmless or insignificant ceremonies
more or less. They were willing, in the main,
that such as chose to practice them voluntarily
should do so. But they resisted the arbitrary
imposition of those ceremonies upon those who
conscientiously disliked them. And they re-
sisted the imposition of such things as conditions
of membership and ministry in the church,
chiefly because they abrogated the only condi-
tions which Christ had seen fit to establish, and
presumed to bring in others by the force of hu-
man enactments. They held, that the attempt
to annul the terms of citizenship and office
which Christ had decreed in his spiritual king-
dom, and to substitute and enforce others of hu-
man devising, was an act of usurpation, and
essentially treasonable and rebellious against the
King of Zion.

*  Communion with God.
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To comprehend the merits of this controversy,
we are not to look at the importance of the
points objected to in the forms of the national
church, considered in themselves. In itself, it
may be of very little consequence, whether, or
not, ordination shall be exclusively performed
by diocesans,—or whether or not the sign of the
cross shall be used in baptism,—or whether the
externals of public worship shall be performed
in one way or another way,—or whether the
Lord’s Supper shall be received in this posture
or in that. These, it may be, are small quest-
ions to divide the church about. And yet it
argues much more of smallness of soul to insist
that they shall always be answered in one par-
ticular way, as did the prelatical party, than to
insist that every one should enjoy his own pref-
erence in such matters, according to the free
spirit of Christianity, as did the Puritans. They
cared the less whether these things were essen-
tial or not. But it became a question of awful
magnitude, when they began to ask, By what
right do men, setting aside the regulations of
Christ, assume to say;—‘Conform to our can-
ons and decrees, albeit your Lord has never
enjoined them: else you shall have no place in
the house of God!” In this imperious demand,
the Puritans saw not only an act of grievous
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tyranny over the consciences of the disciples, the
free-born children of the house; but they beheld
an appalling invasion of the exclusive rights and
dignities of the Lord and Master of the house-
hold. It was not merely against the unrighteous
exclusion of faithful men from the communion
of the church and its covenanted mercies, against
which our fathers protested; but it was much
more against proceedings so derogatory to the
glory of the Mediator’s throne. Even such tri-
vial affairs as crucifixes and surplices acquire a
magnitude not properly belonging to them, when
they trench upon our allegiance to the Prince of
life. Let it cost what it will, the supreme and
undivided sovereignty and headship of Christ
over all things pertaining to the church must be
preserved inviolate and entire.

Our later fathers, in the revolutionary times,
acted like sound political puritans. Those
staunch Boston boys did not make one great tea-
pot of our harbour, and tinge its waters, as we
say, with that greenish cerulean hue which it
has never lost:—they did not thus hasten the
glorious independence of these colonies, because
they were too penurious to pay for the Chinese
leaf three pence in the pound more than was
proper. Oh no:—it was because they withstood
the odious and tyrannical principle of taxation
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without representation. They stood for the
right which, Burke says, ‘the Anglo-Saxon
race have claimed in all ages, of being taxed
only with their own consent.” They were read-
ier to die than to submit to this paltry import
duty: for they saw that it was designed to sanc-
tion a practice which must wrest from them the
most cherished of their British liberties, and
bring in a thousand forms of oppression upon
them and their posterity.

Possibly, some of the ceremonies of the church
may have been once innocent, and even useful,
like the venerable sign of the cross. But when,
by long abuse, they had come to be inseparably
coupled with superstition, there was good cause
why the observance of them, at least the compul-
sory observance, should cease. Among the
commendable actions of the pious Hezekiah, we
read that he ‘brake in pieces the brazen serpent
that Moses had made; for unto those days, the
children of Israel did burn incense to it; and he
called it, Nehushtan’;—that is, a mere piece of
brass. Now this was a most precious relic of
antiquity. By means of it, God had wrought a
most wonderful deliverance for his people. It
was even a type of the Messiah himself, who
should yet be uplifted by the gospel even ‘as
Moses lifted up that serpent in the wilderness’,
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so that perishing souls might look to him and
live. And yet the Jewish king, like a godly and
zealous Puritan, as in his time he was, dashed
it to fragments, that it should no more be per-
verted to idolatrous purposes. They who approve
this deed, which God himself approved, cannot
but justify the image-breaking of our fathers.

The church had become encrusted with many
successive layers of corrupt innovation. For
ages, these accretions had been forming one
upon another. The wish of the Puritans was,
to peel off these lamina; and to remove them
all, till they should come down to the original
proper substance of the Church. They were for
unwinding the interminable mummy-cloths, by
which the Church had been nearly bandaged
into a corpse; and so restoring her to life and
enjoyment, to beauty and action. They followed
the plan of stripping off all those usages which
could not plead the recorded inspiration of the
Bible in their favour. They rejected every canon
and custom, of whose origin they could tell the
date, and of whose originators they could give the
names. And when all these foreign, unconge-
nial and injurious inventions, which had been
superimposed upon the primitive discipline, had
been removed, they found as the result, our no-
ble Congregational Church Polity. Take any
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existing Church, and deprive it of all the pecu-
liarities for which it is indebted to man, until
nothing is left but what is of divine institution,
and the pure Scriptural residuum, thus purged
of human adulterations, will be simple Congre-
gationalism. This system of Church polity,
perfectly accords with the genius of Christianity,
and 1s instinct with the free spirit of our religion.

For reducing their views on the subject of
Church government to practice, and for acting in
accordance with their convictions, it is well known
that our fathers were very roughly handled by
those who claimed to be their ecclesiastical su-
periors. The persecuted men submitted to their
sufferings for the Lord’s sake. It was no part
of their policy, to conduct themselves so outra-
geously, as, in a manner, to compel magistrates
to restrain, or mobs to assail them. They did
not first by their misbehaviour, necessitate a tu-
multuous opposition; and then raise a piteous
cry of ‘Persecution! persecution!’” The plan
of trading in this sort of capital, and making
their gains out of the sympathy of a silly multi-
tude led away by such tricks of, ‘moral reform’,
was an invention of after times. When it could
be avoided, our fathers shunned the stroke of
oppression, and shielded themselves in every
justifiable way. But when it was inevitable,
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they met it calmly and courageously, they bore
it meekly and piously, as the chastening of the
Lord. In Luther’s Table Discourses, we find
that bold reformer saying;—‘When governors
and rulers are enemies to God’s word, then our
duty is to depart, to sell or forsake all we have,
to fly from one place to another, as Christ com-
mandeth. We must make and prepare no
uproars and tumults, by reason of the gospel;
but we must suffer all things.’

Thus did the Puritans. When a parish min-
ister in England, found any of the practices of
the National Church to be contrary to the sim-
plicity and obedience of Christ, he discontinued
the use of them. He abandoned one such point
after another, as fast as his conscience was
enlightened in respect to them. Meanwhile, he
kept quietly along in the discharge of all his
ministerial functions. If the ecclesiastical pow-
ers took no notice of his non-conformity as to
their unrighteous regulations, as was often the
case for considerable periods together, the man
of God laboured peacefully and zealously for the
salvation of the flock committed to his care, by
the providence of the great Head of the Church.
When at last the vigilant eye of official despo-
tism, took notice of his Puritanism, he sought to
screen himself from the coming storm, by calling



SO THE LIFE OF JOHN COTTON

to his aid such protectors as he could find.
When such means failed, and warrants were
issued for his arrest and imprisonment, he then
‘fled from one city to another’; he either con-
cealed himself among friends, till the tempest
should blow over, or strove to escape through
ports strictly guarded to prevent his departure,
and live as an exile in some foreign land. But
it he fell into the hands of those who would lord
it over a conscience which refused obedience in
spiritual matters to any but Christ, he then sub-
mitted with dignified resignation, to the pains
and penalties of the law. He refused to renounce
his Master; but he refused not to suffer for him.
Of such, some, subjected to fines and confisca-
tions, ‘took joyfully the spoiling of their goods’;
‘and others had trial of cruel mockings and
scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and impris-
onment’; and others still ‘refused not to die,
for the name of the Lord Jesus.’

When extruded from their parish churches,
they met, in retired places, such part of their
flocks as sought their instructions, with a love
for the truth which surmounted the sense of peril;
for the arm of power sought to suppress these
‘conventicles’, as they were opprobriously
termed. And yet, originally, this was a most
honourary name; for the primitive churches were
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called ‘conventicles’, by the pagan emperors,
in those days when the Roman sword dripped
with an unceasing stream of martyr’s blood.*

When driven forth as banished men, our
fathers did not feel that they were forsaking the
sacred cause of the gospel. Their exile to these
western shores was a confession that the faith
was dearer to them, than all the cherished
objects of attachment they left behind. They
thus evinced how much they ‘preferred Jerusa-
lem above their chief joy.” They regarded
their exodus from the land of bondage, as ‘not
a flight from duty, but unto duty.” Here they
were enabled to bear a more decided testimony
against the intermixture of human inventions,
with divine ordinances, than they could have
done elsewhere. Here only, could they main-
tain in their purity, the worship and polity of
the gospel. We see the wisdom of God 1in
transplanting them to these vacant deserts, whose
remoteness made them more fit for free and
untrammeled inquiry for the ordinances of the
Bible. Here no antiquated prejudices rudely
thwarted the investigating mind. No frowning
cathedral, with gloomy pomp, predisposed the
mind of the worshiper to accord with usages,

* Arnobius, Lib. 4. Ed. Lugd., p 152. Lactantius, Inst. Lib. 5.
c. 11. De Morte Persec. cc. 15, 34, 30, 48.
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which, for centuries, had obscured the evangeli-
cal sincerity. Amid the aisles of the forest, and
beneath the dome of heaven, surrounded by na-
ture in its pristine state, as yet, untouched by art;
environed by the works of the Creator, which
the hands of man had not assayed to remodel,
our fathers reverently hearkened to the oracles
of God. In this temple not made with hands,
they first celebrated that worship, which is not
of mere human appointment. It was thus, in
the wilderness, that God gave to Moses the pat-
tern of the tabernacle. It was while he was an
exile in an uncultured part of Chaldea, that
Ezekiel saw the plan of the temple. It was
during his banishment to the desert isle of Pat-
mos, that the Apostle beheld that glorious vision
of the city of God. And it was amid these pri-
maval solitudes, that God more distinctly mani-
fested to our pilgrim sires, the true frame and
model of the primitive Church. Here they
afforded a specimen of the new heavens and the
new earth, ‘which, according to his promise,
we look for.’

For having obeyed their consciences, which
bid them obey the Bible,—for having followed the
leading of the Scripture, which is at once the
two-edged sword and royal sceptre of the Son of
God in his spiritual kingdom,—for refusing to
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keep the commandments and traditions of men,—
the Puritans have been covered with reproaches.
Especially have they been charged with the
odious accusation of separation from the true
Church of God; breaking out of her enclosure,
and casting themselves, in all the presumption of
unbelief, on the uncovenanted mercies of God.
No pains have been spared to heap scorn upon
their name, and to brand them with the odious
crime of schism.

But this charge of schism they hurled back,
like Abdiel replying to the prince of darkness,
‘with retorted scorn’. One of them, speaking
of the Laudians, and their triple plot of Armini-
anism, Romanism, and civil Despotism, for the
promotion of all which they so furiously urged
conformity, makes the following strong remarks:
‘We dare not be guilty of the schism which we
charge upon that party in the Church of England:
and if any faction of men will require the assent
and consent of other men to a vast number of
disputable and uninstituted things, and utterly
renounce all Christian communion with all that
shall not give that assent and consent, we look
upon those to be separatists.’

The Puritans did not consider themselves as
excluded from communion by the Church of
England, but by a schismatical faction which
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had gotten the upper hand in that communion.
They ever insisted that they were true and
faithful sons of that ancient Church: ‘nor did
they think it was their mother who turned them
out of doors’, but some of their mother’s children
who were angry with them, and who, abusing
the name of their mother, so harshly treated
them. They held, that the true Protestant Re-
forming Church of England, comprehended all
faithful, baptised Christians, however variant,
as to modes of belief and practice in lesser points
of religion, and wherever dispersed, throughout
the then British dominions. This holy and
catholic fellowship they steadfastly maintained.

They felt that it was unjust and libelous, that
they should be stigmatised as Schismatics,
merely because they were determined, as Christ-
ians ought to be, to allow of no unauthorised
intrusion upon the kingly office of their Lord.
They were sensible, that they were grossly
wronged in being treated as heretics, only for
conforming to the will of Christ, instead of the
will of man; and for seeking to restore the sacred
streams of ecclesiastical usage to the primitive
channels, from whence they had been drawn
aside into so many branching canals by the
innovators of a dozen centuries. The Puritans
agreed with Bishop Stillingfleet in the preface to



PROOF-READING DRAFT 1 SS

his Irenicum, that Christ, ‘who came to take away
the insupportable yoke of the Jewish ceremonies,
certainly did never intend to gall the necks of
disciples with another, instead of it; and it
would be strange, if the church would require
more than Christ himself did; and make more
terms of communion, than our Saviour did of
discipleship.” ‘The grand commission the apos-
tles were sent out with, was only to teach
what Christ had commanded them; not the least
intimation of any power given them to impose or
require any thing, beyond what he himself had
spoken to them, or they were directed to by the
immediate guidance of the Spirit of God.” To
the statutes of Christ, promulgated by the in-
spired Apostles, the Puritans ever gladly sub-
mitted. Though they refused to subscribe to
parliament canons, they were always ready to
subscribe to the New Testament. When Arch-
bishop Laud undertook to cut off such members
from the Church, our fathers regarded him as a
man who should bestride one bough of a tree,
and fall to sawing it off between himself and the
main-trunk, under pretence of lopping off the
whole tree! They looked upon Laud as the
grand Schismatic, who was destined to catch a
severe fall as the result of his sectarising opera-
tions. The last stroke of his axe, he felt in his
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own person, at what time the oppressed rose up
in desperation, it ‘and wronged the wronger still
he rendered right.’

There are many good reasons which will jus-
tify a man for transferring his covenant relation
from one true church, to another such. No
exception can be taken at the opinion of Dr
Ames;—‘If any, wronged with unjust vexation,
or providing for his own edification, or in testi-
mony against sin, depart from a church where
some evils are tolerated, and join himself to
another more pure, yet without condemning the
church he leaveth, he is not therefore to be held
as a schismatic, or as guilty of any other sin.’*
To leave even a pure church, for one compara-
tively more pure, provided it be done with due
love and respect toward the body which is left,
is no rupture of spiritual unity, or breach of
Zion’s peace. ‘Unity in diversity, and diver-
sity in unity,—is a law of nature, and also of
the Church.” Though every tent-pin which
really belongs to the tabernacle, is hallowed and
precious, we should not break the cords, or rend
the Curtains to pieces, for the sake of driving
every pin with the utmost exactness.

The guilt of schism, where it is actually in-

*  Book of Conscience, Book iv: ch. xiv. no 16.
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curred, i1s terrible indeed. It is hateful in the
sight of the Lord. More rude than the soldiers
at the cross, it rends asunder his seamless ves-
ture. Nay in its wilder and more savage exces-
ses, it would fix its demon clutches on his sacred
and mystical body, to rend it, if that were possi-
ble, limb from limb.

Now if there were any schism involved in the
wide division of sentiments between the Puri-
tans, and the domineering heads who were then
lording it over God’s heritage, we contend that
the fault lay wholly with the latter. They re-
fused to part with the popish relics which still
hung thick about the ‘Church by law estab-
lished’, and which the first reformers had only
left for a season, till the state of public opinion
among the body of the people should be suffi-
ciently enlightened to permit the entire abolition
of them. Though the time had come when
these vestiges of popery might have been peace-
fully thrown off, the Laudians not only clung
tenaciously to them, but used every exertion to
restore as much as possible of the accursed Baby-
lonish vesture which had been cast aside. The
Puritans, who ‘hated even the garments spotted
by the flesh’ of the idolatrous Church of Rome,
contracted no schismatic taint by their endeavours
to escape all contact with so much as one pol-
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luted shred worn by that ancient harlot who had
reveled so long on the spoils of Christ’s king-
dom, and made herself drunk with the blood of
her saints. Well were they vindicated in a
speech of the eloquent Chatham, in the house of
Lords, in 1773. Dr Drummond, archbishop of
York, had taxed the non-conforming clergy as
men of ‘close ambition’. ‘They are so, my
lords,” retorted the noble earl, ‘and their ambi-
tion is to keep close to the college of fishermen,
not of cardinals; and to the doctrine of inspired
apostles, not to the decrees of interested and
aspiring bishops. They contend for a spiritual
creed and a spiritual worship; we have a Calvin-
istic creed, a popish liturgy, and an Arminian
clergy.” Sure it was no sin for the Puritans to
do their best to bring the church out of such an
unnatural and unreasonable predicament, even
if it could only be effected by a remedy adequate
to the disease,—another Protestant reformation.

But we take stronger ground than this, in
vindicating our conscientious fathers from the
sin of schism. They did not wilfully and will-
ingly withdraw from the communion of the par-
ish churches of England. As Chillingworth
says, they were ‘non fugitivi, sed figati;” they
were not voluntary fugitives, but were driven to
compulsory flight. They were not spontaneous
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seceders; they were expelled by force and pow-
er. They would have remained in the folds
wherein they were born, had they been suffered
to do so, except on the impossible condition of
defiling their consciences and violating the Word
of God. They may have trembled somewhat at
the menaces of the great; but they trembled much
more at the Word of the Lord. They were
willing that others should conform, who could
do it without hurting their own consciences.
Even Luther could say;—‘l could be well
content to hold the pope in befitting respect and
honour, yet so far that he permitted me to have
my conscience at liberty, and forced me not to
offend my God, and to act any thing against
him.’

But the non-conformists of England were not
allowed to abide in the national church, nor even
in the realm, except on the hard alternative of
conforming to what they felt to be sin, or else
inhabiting the prisons. They went not forth of
their own accord; they were thrust out at the
sword’s point. It was thus that they became
‘strangers unto their brethren, and aliens unto
Who, then, were the
schismatics?—the men, who, willing to tolerate

2

their mother’s children.

others, refused to sin against the sole supremacy
of Christ in his Church?—or they who imposed
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unscriptural terms of communion, and exacted
strict conformity as the price of toleration?
Says Hales of Eaton;—‘Where cause of schism
is necessary, there, not he that separates, but he
that occasions the separation, is schismatic.’*
We cannot but think that the sin of schism, if
any there be, cleaves to the tyrannous and im-
perious exactors of things which Christ has
never commanded; and not to the pious recu-
sants. To these last may well be applied the
parting benediction of Moses;—‘Let the bless-
ing come upon the head of Joseph, and upon the
top of the head of him that was separated from
his brethren.’

The year 1662 is forever memorable in the
annals of the suffering non-conformists. Then
was passed and enforced the infamous act of
uniformity, which deserves to be classed with
the rescripts which caused the Bartholomew
massacres, and with the revocation of the edict
of Nantes. That act of uniformity was the di-
viding stroke of separation, and it was not dealt
by the hands of the Puritans, but by those of
their relentless oppressors. Jonathan Mitchell
was then pastor of Cambridge in New England:
a man of whom Baxter said;—‘If there could
be convened an ccumenical council of the whole

*  Tract concerning schism, in Sparks, Collection, v. 25.
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Christian world, that man would be worthy to
be the moderator of it.* On the last day of that
eventful year, the matchless Mitchell, as his
friends loved to call him, wrote as follows;—
‘Our cause is not separation from any thing
good in other churches, whether truth of church-
state, or any doctrine rightly professed, or ordi-
nance rightly administered in them. But it is
reformation only of what is amiss or defective in
the churches we came from.t This defines the
true position of our fathers: a position which
none will assail, but those who fancy that
‘healing the sores must maim the body.’

When Moses, descending from the mount,
found the catholic congregation of Israel turned
to idolatry, he ‘took the tabernacle, and pitched
it without the camp, afar off from the camp, and
called it the Tabernacle of the Congregation.’
In this, be sure, he was not guilty of schism; and
much less were our fathers, when going forth
on compulsion, unwilling exiles, they took the
tabernacle, made in all things according to the
pattern showed them in the mount, and set it
up, far from the camp of idolatry, in this west-
ern wilderness. As the followers of Jesus, who,

*  Remarkables of Dr I Mather.
T Elijah’s Mantle, p 2.
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‘that he might sanctify the people with his own
blood, suffered without the gate’, their language
was;—‘Let us go forth unto him without the
camp, bearing his reproach; for here have we
no continuing city, but we seek one to come.’
Jesus was in his time a great reformer and Pu-
ritan, coming with his winnowing fan in his
hand that he might thoroughly purge his floor:
and such schismatics as he and his apostles were
when cast out of the synagogues of Judea, even
such were our fathers when forcibly extruded
from the parish churches of England.

That they suffered this extrusion solely against
their will, and therefore were not accountable
for it, as being a misery they could not avoid, is
manifest from many proofs. It appears in that
celebrated and pathetic address sent by the first
Massachusetts emigrants while yet on board the
Arbella, ‘to the rest of their brethren in and of
the Church of England.” “We are not of
those,” say that noble band, who dream of
perfection in this world; yet we desire that you
would be pleased to take notice of the principals
and body of our company, as those who esteem
it our honour to call the Church of England, from
whence we rise, our dear mother, and cannot
part from our native country where she specially
resideth, without much sadness of heart, and
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many tears in our eyes; ever acknowledging
that such hope and part as we have obtained in
the common salvation, we have received in her
bosom, and sucked it from her breasts. We
leave it not, therefore, as loathing that milk
wherewith we were nourished there; but bless-
ing God for the parentage and education, as
members of the same body, shall always rejoice
in her good, and unfeignedly grieve for any sor-
row that shall ever betide her; and while we
have breath, sincerely desire and endeavour the
continuance and abundance of her welfare, with
the enlargement of her bounds in the kingdom
of Christ Jesus; wishing our heads and hearts
were fountains of tears for your everlasting wel-
fare, when we shall be in our poor cottages in
the wilderness, overshadowed with the spirit of
supplication.”* So too, the year before, the
pious Higginson, the faithful pastor of Salem, in
taking his last look of his native land from the
stern of his ship, exclaimed;—‘We will not say
as the Separatists were wont to say at their
leaving of England, Farewell, Babylon! Fare-
well, Rome! But we will say, Farewell, dear
England! Farewell, the Church of God in Eng-
land, and all the Christian friends there! We

*  Hubbard, Chapter XXIII.
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do not go to New England as separatists from
the Church of England; though we cannot but
separate from the corruptions in it: but we go
to practice the positive part of church reforma-
tion, and propagate the gospel in America.”*

Jonathan Mitchell, at whose untimely death
it was said, that ‘all New England shook when
that pillar fell to the ground’, thus expressed the
matter in his sermon, called ‘Nehemiah upon
the Wall’. Speaking against ‘separation, ana-
baptism and anarchial confusion’, he says;—
‘It any would secretly twist in, and espouse
such things as those, and make them part of our
interest, we must needs renounce it as none of
our cause, no part of the end and design of the
Lord’s faithful servants, when they followed him
‘into this land that was not sown.’ Separation
and anabaptism, are wonted intruders, and seem-
ing friends, but secret fatal enemies, to reforma-
tion. Do not, on pretence of avoiding corruption,
run into sinful separation from any true churches
of God, and what is good therein. And yet it
is our errand into the wilderness to study and
practice true Scripture reformation; and it will
be our crown in the sight of God and man, if we
find it and hold it, without adulterating devia-
tions.’

*  Magnalia, Book III., ch. I., Sec. 12.
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Additional testimonies of the same character
will be given in another place. Such language
must fully exculpate such as used it from the
charge of making schismatical divisions, if it be
admitted that they uttered these expressions with
sincerity. We are too well aware, that some mean
and malignant writers, who were unable to con-
ceive 1t possible that men could entertain such
magnanimous sentiments as these, have ques-
tioned the sincerity of our fathers. The charac-
ter of our fathers, so bold to avow the truth, and
so resolute to suffer in its behalf, sufficiently
refutes the calumny. The most decided Con-
gregationalists among their descendants, whose
sincerity has never been questioned, read the
above cited declarations of Winthrop and his
associates with high approbation, and heartily
accord with the sentiments therein expressed.
The New England churches consider them-
selves to be purified branches of that original
church-stock which flourished in England, before
Romish art and violence had twisted it out of its
Proper shape and form.

Surely it is the extremity of injustice to accuse
the Puritans as being of a schismatical temper.
They felt themselves, as we, their descendants,
and inheritors of their Principles, now feel our-
selves to be, in full fellowship with all that is
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good and all that is true in the communion of
the Church of England and in every other
Christian denomination. They and we are in-
separably joined to the whole church catholic
of faithful men, ‘endeavoring to keep the unity
of the Spirit in the bond of peace.’

The multiplicity of sects is much deplored.
A sect, according to the derivation of the word,
is something which is ‘cut off’. But in New
England, the ‘standing order’, is no sect, no
cut-off We are not dissected from others, even
though they be severed from us. We be the
main-stock, which remains rooted and grounded,
even when parted branches are torn away. We
are the mother-church, and so no flying off of
her children, can make us as any one of them.
Whatever other respected denominations and
beloved sister-churches may be, we are here, no
sect,—cut-off; but the original vine of God’s
planting in this land. We grow upon the an-
cient trunk, ‘partaking of its root and fatness’.
We be no innovators, no revolutionists, no disor-
ganisers. Our church polity, and scheme of
doctrine, is in rightful possession of all the
ground it holds.

Thus, if we insist upon the use of the Bible
in our common schools, we set up no novel
claim. This country was settled by Bible
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Christians, who spent life and treasure for the
purpose of making the Bible the basis of our
system of education, as well as of all the rest of
our social institutions. We are only on defensive
and conservative ground, and are only moving
on in the straightforward track of duty.

We have showed the necessity of Puritanism
in the days of our fathers,—the need of thorough
ecclesiastical reform in regard to the infringe-
ments and usurpal encroachments upon Christ’s
kingly office in the government of the Church
he had purchased with his own blood. In this
point of view, they were the light of the world,
and shone serene, far above the troubled clouds,
which by snatches obscured their brightness
from the sight of men.

Yes: the Puritan piety was needed in that
day. And no less is it needed now. The
words of one of those good men are as seasona-
ble as ever;—‘Babylon paints her face anew
at this day; antichrist hath varnished his inter-
est, so that there are many who are allured and
taken with the beauty of that harlot.” We have
also seen the truth of his further remark, that
‘a loose protestant is fit to become a strict
papist.”* Human corruption 1s seeking as

* W Stoughton, Election Sermon, 1668. p. 27.
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busily as ever, to obscure the beaming simplicity
of the gospel; spoiling its divine beauty ‘through
philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of
men, after the rudiments of the world, and not
after Christ.” Alas for our Zion, once ‘the
perfection of beauty, the joy of the whole earth’,
alas for her, if that race of noble spirits shall be-
come extinct in such a day of rebuke and
blasphemy as this. ‘The fathers,—where are
they?’

“O, they are fled the light! Those mighty spirits
Lie raked up with their ashes in their urns;

And not a spark of their eternal fire,

Glows in a present bosom.”

But no;—the sacred flame is not quenched in
this land, which the prayers of our pilgrim sires
have hallowed, and made it holy ground.

E’en in their ashes, live their wonted fires.

The latent heat pervades the soil, breathes geni-
ally in the air, and diffuses the life-warmth
through all our social state.

Our thoughts revert to those days of sorest
trial, when our fathers and mothers literally
‘left all’, to follow Christ into ‘a land not
sown’. ‘Weep not for the dead, neither bemoan
him; but weep sore for him that goeth away;
for he shall return no more, nor see his native
country.” What a scene the embarkation of
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those sorrowing companies of pilgrims must
have been. There were godly and reverend
ministers, disguised in shipman’s garb, appre-
hensively watching, lest the pursuivant should
come to arrest their flight; dreading to go, but
dreading more to be hindered from going.
There were men with anxious countenances,
hurrying the preparations for their tedious voy-
age;—women, with care-worn features, and
looks of resignation, waiting the last signal in
silent agony:—children, poor things, who must
be borne far away, not knowing whither or why.
There were friends to be left behind, under the
sad presentiment of meeting no more on earth.
The tenderest ties were sundering, even such as
had never been severed before. Were there
ever sorrows or tears like those? What impas-
sioned repetitions of terms of endearment, such
as excited affection loves to utter, were mutually
breathed, till the voice became choked with emo-
tion, and they wept upon each other’s necks till
they recovered speech again. Then comes the
breaking away from fond embraces, whose tender
pressure shall never again be felt;—the brief
farewells, the ejaculated blessings, the affection-
ate charges, and messages of love to absent
friends. And now the last fast is cast off. The
vessel moves upon her billowy course. The
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forms so tearfully watched, recede into fainter
view. But waving signals tell of the ‘longing,
lingering glances’, which cannot bear the deep
desponding anguish of the last—Ilast look.

O love of Jesus! how does it triumph in such
an hour of bitterest woe! O the power of relig-
ion, which can constrain to a living martyrdom,
keen as the pangs of death, and torturing as the
cross! Aye, how does it cheer the soul, not by
stupifying its sensibilities, but by lifting them
all torn and bleeding, to the view of a pitying
Saviour, and elevated in sublime devotion, re-
ceiving from his compassion, a rush of sympa-
thy, an overflowing consolation, a joy so full
of heaven, that earth and all its sorrows are
sweetly forgotten. Blessed wounds which bring
such healing! Happy griefs which teach such
comfort! These scars of the heart are the love-
tokens of Christ, and the treasured pledges of a
home whose friendships are eternal, and where
parting is unknown.

Let us rally around the banner of our sires.
What recreant and caitive heart, what degener-
ate spirit would desert it now? The pilgrims
bore 1it, like valiant standard-bearers, in the front
of the Lord’s battle. There it has ever been
wont to fly, where the conflict raged strongest
against the powers of darkness. And still un-
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torn, and untarnished, it has often waved over
the field of its glorious triumphs. Though the
flag, in these stiller times, may hang drooping
from the lofty staff, yet, when iniquity cometh
in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord, as a rush-
ing, mighty wind, shall lift up the ancient stand-
ard. Then, in sure token of victory. it will
spread out its ample folds, with the broad blazon
of the bannered cross.



CHAPTER IV.

Mr Cotton countenanced by the people in his non-conformity.
Suspension from ministry. Suspension unexpectedly taken
off. Successful labours. Theological instructions. Indefatigable
preaching. Correspondence. Wonderful and general reforma-
tion. Archbishop Williams. Earls of Dorchester and Lyndsay.
Disabled by ague. Second marriage. Cited to High Com-
mission Court. Fate of the informer. Earl of Dorset intercedes
for Mr Cotton in vain. Concealment. Letter to Mrs Cotton.
Sets out to go to Holland. Diverted to London. Interesting con-
ference with Mr Davenport and others. Resolves to go to New
England. Embarks with difficulty in the Griffin.

WHEN Mr Cotton ceased from his conformity
with the exceptionable features in the national
worship, so great was his popularity with his
people, that, far from opposing him on that ac-
count, the greatest part of them sustained him
in his course. Thomas Leverett, however, one
of his parishioners, with some others, prosecuted
complaints against their minister in the Episco-
pal courts; till, after some time, he was silenced
by order of the bishop.

During his suspension, Mr Cotton gave con-
stant attendance to the public preaching of his
substitute; but never to the reading of the Book
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of Common Prayer. He was now subjected to
severe temptations to swerve from the path of
duty. He was not only promised, that he should
be restored to the freedom of his ministry, but
promoted to very great preferment in the church,
on condition of conformity to the scrupled rites,
only in a single instance. But he kept the in-
tegrity of his conscience undefiled, ‘unawed by
influence, and unbribed by gain’. Meanwhile
a portentous cloud of troubles was gathering
over his head; but was strangely dispersed
again. Mr Leverett himself, the author of
these difficulties, became deeply penitent for
his agency in causing them. He went to one
of the proctors of the archi-episcopal court, to
whom he presented a pair of gloves, and then
made his appeal from the court below. Mr
Leverett made oath before this officer, who
favoured him in the terms of the deposition, that
‘Mr Cotton was a man conformable fo the
mind of the Lord.” On the strength of this
very ambiguous deposition, the silenced minis-
ter, he scarce knew how, found himself healed
of his ecclesiastical bronchitis, and restored to
the use of his voice in the pulpit. The same
Mr Leverett ever after was his steadfast friend;
and following his fortunes to this side of the
Atlantic, was for many years a useful elder in
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the first church in Boston, Massachusetts. By the same
means, Mr Bennet, another of his parishioners,
occasionally screened his minister from harass-
ing prosecutions.

After this affair, Mr Cotton went on with his
sacred duties, uninterrupted for many years.
Making no efforts to build up a party or to gain
adherents, be laboriously devoted himself to
teaching the people the Christian religion.
During the twenty years that he retained his
charge, he thrice went over the whole body of
systematic divinity, with especial pains to in-
doctrinate the younger part of his flock. In his
preaching he largely expounded several of the
books of Scripture, in which gift he greatly ex-
celled.

As one instance of his power to awaken the
conscience, it is said that he once handled the
sixth commandment with such effect, that a
woman who had been married sixteen years to
her second husband, openly confessed to the
crime of poisoning her former husband. This
confession she made, though it exposed her to
be burned to death at the stake; the barbarous
punishment then awarded to such an offence,
which was regarded as ‘petty treason’.

So great was Mr Cotton’s celebrity as an in-
structor, that his house was full of young students,
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some of whom resorted to him from Holland,
and some from Germany. In those days, the
sons of the Puritans did not repair to the land
where too many of the learned, enveloped in
the fumes of their unquenchable pipes, ‘drink
beer and think beer’, till their brains reek with
the noisome smoke of transcendental speculation.
The most of Mr Cotton’s pupils were from that
University where he had been trained; for Dr
Preston ever counselled his students who had
nearly completed the prescribed course of stud-
ies, to perfect their preparation for public ser-
vices by a brief residence with the puritan
minister of Boston. It came to be a common
saying, that ‘Mr Cotton is Dr Preston’s
seasoning vessel.’

His ministerial labours were abundant. In
addition to the ordinary duties of the Sabbath,
he preached statedly four times in the week,
viz., early each Wednesday and Thursday morn-
ing; and again in the afternoons of Thursday
and Saturday. Moreover he frequently held
other occasional services, in which he often
spent six hours in prayer and preaching. When
we think of such immense labours sustained
through a long course of years, we are at a loss
which to admire most; the indefatigable indus-
try of the teacher, or the insatiable eagerness of
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the people for his instructions. In these degen-
erate days, such congregations are as rare as
such ministers. For several of the latter years
of his residence in that well cultured field, he
was assisted by a colleague. That was not the
era of superabounding periodicals and cheap
literature. The mass of the people then de-
pended on hearing, for mental aliment and ex-
citement, as much as now on reading.

Mr Cotton’s usefulness was further extended
by a large correspondence with those who
sought his aid for resolving obscure points of
doctrine, difficult texts of Scripture, or perplex-
ing cases of conscience. Besides this he was
considerably occupied every year in providing
for the spiritual wants of other congregations;
and especially in his native place, where he
was held in the highest estimation.

The multiplied toils of this faithful servant
were not thrown away. The Spirit of the
Lord was with him. There was a surprising
reformation of manners in the community.
Profaneness was well nigh abolished. Hurtful
and superstitious practices were done away.
The great body of the people became decidedly
religious. As the phrase was, most of the
Satanicals had become Puritanicals. The
mayor, with the greater part of the magis-
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trates, had embraced the truth. Many scores of
devout persons, without forming themselves into
a separate church, more fully perfected their
existing church-state by solemnly covenanting
with God and with each other, to follow the
Lord in the purity of his worship. The minis-
ter whose fidelity was thus rewarded, was the
admiration of his hearers; ‘exceedingly be-
loved of the best, and admired and reverenced
of the worst.” He was held in high respect by
some of the chief dignitaries both in Church and
State. It was noticed that the temporal pros-
perity of the town was much promoted by the
increased intelligence and good order which
pervaded the place in consequence of his activ-
ity. On his account it was much resorted to by
strangers, and ‘many gentlemen of good qual-
ity made it their abode.

At this time, Mr Cotton had a very able col-
league, Dr Anthony Tuckney, afterwards Mas-
ter of St John’s College, Cambridge. While
he filled this latter office, he published a
“Briefe Exposition of Ecclesiastes”, by Mr
Cotton, a year or two subsequent to the latter’s
decease. To this volume, printed at London in
1654, Dr Tuckney prefixed a dedication, ad-
dressed to the mayor, with the aldermen and
other Christian friends, of Boston, in Lincoln-
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shire. The dedication presents a very happy
picture of his joint ministry with Mr Cotton in
that favoured place. ‘The large interest,” says
Dr Tuckney, ‘which I have long enjoyed in
your favour, and which you must ever have in
my heart, hath emboldened me to prefix your
names to this piece; and with the more confi-
dence of its acceptance, because in it an address
is made to you at once by two who sometimes
were together your ministers in the gospel of
Christ: by the ever to be honoured Mr Cotton,
in the book, and by my unworthy self in the
review and dedication of it. Both of us are
now removed from you: the one, first to a
remote part of the world, there to plant church-
es,—and thence, after that happy work done, to
heaven: the other to some more publique ser-
vice nearer hand. I often call to mind those
most comfortable days, in which I enjoyed the
happiness of joint ministry with so able and
faithful a guide: and both of us so much satis-
faction and encouragement from a people so
united in the love both of the truth, and of one
another. I cannot read what Paul writeth of
his Thessalonians (in the first chapters of both
his epistles to them), but I think I read over
what we then found in Boston. They were
then very happy days with you, when your
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faith did grow exceedingly, and your love to
Christ’s ordinances, ministers, servants, and to
one another abounded. Although your town
be situated in a low country, yet God then
raised your esteem very high: and your emi-
nency in piety overtopped the height of your
steeple. Your name was as an ointment poured
out, and your renown went forth for that beauty
and comeliness, which God had put upon you.’

How can we refrain from lamenting, that a
Christian flock, so happily and profitably united
under the guidance of its beloved pastors, could
not escape the fury of religious tyranny? Such
interference is impotent as to any good, but all,
powerful for evil. There is evidence, that the
leaven of Mr Cotton’s piety long lingered in
that once favoured place. Perhaps we have an
evidence that its influence is still, in some
measure, transmitted to the present inhabitants.
In this year, 1846, the mayor and aldermen of
that ancient corporation addressed a letter to
the civic authorities of Boston in New England.
This well written communication was sent with
the noble design of drawing closer the bonds of
amity between two countries which were appre-
hended to be in some danger of coming to hos-
tilities. In this friendly missive, the people of
the mother town do not fail to remind the trans-



8o THE LIFE OF JOHN COTTON

atlantic daughter, that she is indebted to them of
old for their famous Mr Cotton, and their more
famous name. From thence is drawn an argu-
ment for the peace of the nations to which these
cities respectively belong.

His learning, and his ability in putting it to
good use, made him a special favourite with
Archbishop Williams. And when that prelate
was bishop of Lincoln, and also Lord Keeper of
the Great Seal, being the last ecclesiastic who
held that office in England, he went to the im-
perious James I, and made so favourable a report
of Mr Cotton’s singular worth and learning, that
the king gave consent that his ministry should
not be interrupted on account of his non-con-
formity. And this was very remarkable, when
we consider that monarch’s impetuosity and ex-
asperation against such as offended in that par-
ticular. The mystery of Mr Cotton’s impunity
was not known to Samuel Ward, of facetious
memory, the author of the ‘Simple Cobbler’.
He remarked in his pleasant manner, ‘Of all
men in the world, I envy Mr Cotton, of Boston,
most; for he doth nothing by way of conform-
ity, and yet hath his liberty: and I do almost
every thing that way, and cannot enjoy mine.’

The vicar of Boston was very much respected
by the earls of Dorchester and Lindsay. These
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noblemen being in the vicinity, attending to the
draining of some part of the Lincolnshire fens,
came to hear this noted preacher. His text
that day was Galatians 2:20; ‘I am crucified with
Christ’, &c.; and he was prepared to discourse
on the duty of living by faith in adversity. But
considering that these high and mighty lords
had never been very conversant with adversity,
he promptly reversed his subject, and expatiated
on the duty of living by faith in prosperity. It
is said, that they also heard him discourse on
civil government, and were greatly captivated
with the wisdom and spirit by which be spake.
They assured him of their friendship; and
offered, if ever it should be needed, to exert all
their influence at the royal court in his behalf.
When these puissant nobles had occasioned
some scandal by indulging in diversions unsuit-
able to the Sabbath, they kindly accepted his
discreet admonitions, and promised reformation.
His faithful dealing is the more to be com-
mended, when we take into account the pro-
found veneration then felt for those who were so
favoured in the accident of birth. We have heard
old countrymen, advanced in years, tell of the
awful respect in which nobility was held in
their young days: so that in attempting to
speak to a peer of the realm with his star upon
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his breast, the tongue would cleave to the roof
of the mouth.* The French revolution seems
to have forever broken down this feeling of
overpowering veneration for aristocracy. We
look upon an anointed king with far less emo-
tion in these times, when reverence for mere
rank is rapidly passing away.

Toward the end of his residence in Boston,
Mr Cotton was for a whole year disabled from
preaching, by a quartern ague, which began in
September, 1620. His physicians advising a
change of air, he removed to the mansion of the
earl of Lincoln, another of his noble friends,
whose Countess was a lady of eminent piety.
Among their children was the celebrated lady
Arbella Johnson, and also the lady Susan, wife
of John Humphrey, one of the assistants. Both
of these ladies settled, and the former died, in
this colony of Massachusetts. In the hospitable
dwelling of their parents, Mr Cotton recovered
his health: but lost his estimable wife by the
same disease, after a happy and religious union
of eighteen years, About a year after, he married

* It is said, that a young lady from the country being ushered into
the dread presence of Sarah, Duchess of Marlborough, lost all her self-
possession, and falling upon her knees, mechanically recited her cus-
tomary grace at meals: ‘Lord, make us suitably thankful for what
we are about to receive!’
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an estimable widow, Mrs Sarah Story,
who was an endeared friend of his former wife.
Good Mr Norton, speaking of these grave and
godly matrons, compares them with Euodias
and Syntyche, ‘which laboured with Paul in
the gospel.”

Not long after his second marriage, the tem-
pest, which had been delayed for so many
years, broke forth. There was in the town a
dissipated character, Gawain Johnson by name,
whose irregularities had brought him under the
notice of the correctional police. Resolved to be
revenged upon the magistrates by whom he had
been punished, he went up to London, and filed
an information against them in that infamous
tribunal, the High Commission Court. This
body was styled the ‘High Commissioners for
Causes Ecclesiastical’: and was first set up by
Queen Elizabeth in 1559. It was composed of
bishops, privy counsellors, officers of state, law-
yers, deans, and the like, to the number of forty
or more; three of whom, usually with a bishop,
or other dignitary, at their head, were vested
with full power to inquire into and punish all
opinions or practices different from those of the
established Church. All such cases they could
try, either with or without a jury, the whole
supremacy and despotism of the monarch being
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committed into their hands by royal commission.
Persons informed against by letter only were
cited before them; and in trying them, no re-
gard was had to the statute laws of the realm.
The accused were tossed about in the wvast,
stormy and most uncertain gulf of the common
law; where shipwreck was almost inevitable.
The most odious of the proceedings in that
court, in which witnesses were not openly ex-
amined, was the oath ex officio;—an oath by
which the prisoner was required to answer any
question which should be put to him, no matter
how deeply the answer might injure him. If he
refused to swear, he was severely punished for
contempt of court, if he answered, he was con-
victed on his own confession. This outrage
was systematically committed against every
principle of law and justice, requiring that no
man shall be compelled to criminate himself.
Hume has justly denounced the High Commis-
sion as a ‘real Inquisition; attended with sim-
ilar iniquities and cruelties.”* Dr Lingard,
himseltf a Romanist, says: ‘The chief differ-
ence consisted in their names. One was the
court of Inquisition, the other of High Commis-
sion.’T This tribunal, while it lasted, was in

*  Eliz., chap. xii.
T History of England, vol. v., chap. vi.
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truth a very efficient substitute for the Inquisi-
tion, which Du Plessis Mornay energetically
called, ‘that hell of the papacy.’

The charge made at the office of this in-
famous court against the Boston magistrates,
was for not kneeling at the sacrament, and for
neglecting some other ceremonies of the like
importance. The officers of the court required
that the minister’s name should be inserted.
‘Nay,’ said the informer, Johnson, ‘the min-
ister is an honest man, and never did me any
wrong.” But being told that his complaint
would be thrown out unless it included the
name of the minister who permitted the alleged
irregularities, the miserable man, rather than
lose his revenge, inserted the name of one who
had never injured him. Upon this, letters mis-
sive were forthwith despatched to bring Mr
Cotton before that dreaded bar.

The Rev. John Rogers of Dedham, in Eng-
land, one of the sons of that Marian martyr who
used to be figured in the rude wood-cuts of the
New England Primer, was informed of the
accusation entered against Mr Cotton. Mr
Rogers received the sorrowful tidings just as
he was going to preach his weekly lecture. In
his discourse he deeply lamented the occur-
rence, and broke out, with a sort of prophetic
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fire, in words to this effect:—‘As for that man
who hath caused a faithful pastor to be driven
from his flock, he is a wisp used by the hand
of God for the scouring of his people. But
mark the words now spoken by a minister of
the Lord! I am verily persuaded, that the
judgements of God will overtake the man that
hath done this thing; either he will die under a
hedge, or something else, more than the ordi-
nary death of men, shall befall him.” Those
old men of God did not hesitate to venture a
prediction of this kind; for they had full often
witnessed the wretched end of such characters;

And old experience doth attain,
To something like prophetic strain.

and it came accordingly to pass, that this sorry
informer, very shortly after, died of the plague
under a hedge in Yorkshire. Through fear of
contagion, he perished alone, and was left long
unburied. Our fathers, who were exceedingly
inquisitive and trustful in such matters, did not
fail to recognise in this event an evident divine
retribution from the hand of him, who, as the
Psalmist saith, ‘hath bent his bow, and made
it ready,—who ordaineth his arrows against the
persecutors.’

Good Mr Whiting, ‘the angel of the church
in Lynn’, where he was the first pastor, was
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himself a native of old Boston. He wrote a
biographical sketch of Mr Cotton, which was
the basis of John Norton’s more extended
memoir, on which latter work Cotton Mather
enlarged considerably. To the facts related in
Mather’s very valuable account, the present
narrative makes very great additions collected
from every available source. This Mr Whiting,
speaking of John Cotton’s enemies, who secretly
plotted, or openly acted, against him in old
Boston, remarks:—‘They all of them were
blasted, either in their names, or in their estates,
or in their families, or in their devices, or else
came to untimely deaths; which shows how
God hath owned his servant in his holy labours;
and that in the things wherein they dealt proudly
against him, he would be above them.” Doubt-
less, the avenging providence of God is not to
be rashly scrutinised. We cannot be too cau-
tious in the interpretation of such matters.
And yet a broad induction of facts will justify
the solemn conclusion, that ‘verily there is a
God that judgeth in the earth.” His people
are his charge. ‘Yea, he hath reproved kings
for their sakes; saying, Touch not mine anoint-
ed, and do my prophets no harm.’

Mr Cotton, warned that letters missive were
issued against him, concealed himself from the
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eager search of the pursuivants by flight. He
was aware that, if apprehended, he had nothing
better to expect than to pine in perpetual impris-
onment, in which so many of his brethren had
worn out their shortened days. During his
concealment, his potent friend, the Earl of Dor-
chester, or as more commonly called, Dorset,
who was a thorough courtier, lord chamberlain
to the queen, and far enough from being a
Puritan, exerted all his influence in the case.
But that grinding and remorseless oppressor,
Laud, who, about this time, was made archbish-
op of Canterbury, and who on the very day that
he became primate and metropolitan of all Eng-
land, received, by a significant coincidence, the
offer of a cardinal’s hat from Rome, was inexor-
able. That bitter prelate would often exclaim:
‘O that I could meet with Cotton!” The
noble earl, perceiving that all his intercessions
must be unavailing, wrote to the irreproachable
fugitive, that ‘if he had been guilty of drunk-
enness, or uncleanness, or any such lesser fault,
he could have obtained his pardon; but inas-
much as he had been guilty of non-conformity
and puritanism, the crime was unpardonable’;
and ended with advising him to fly for his safety.
[t is not surprising, after this sample of their
quality, that Mr Cotton should long after say:
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‘The ecclesiastical courts are like the courts
of the high priests and pharisees, which Solo-
mon, by a spirit of prophecy stileth, dens of
lions and mountains of leopards. And those
who have to do with them, have found them
markets of the sins of the people, the cages of
uncleanness, the forges of extortion, the taberna-
cles of bribery.’

There is extant a letter, dated 3 October
1632, written by Mr Cotton while under con-
cealment, to the lady he had but lately married.
It is here inserted as presenting a confidential
expression of his feelings at the time.

Dear &c. If our heavenly Father be pleas’d
to make our Yoke more heavy than we did so
soon expect, remember I pray thee what we
have heard, that our heavenly Husband the
Lord Jesus, when he 1st called us to Fellow-
ship with himself, called us unto this Condition,
to deny ourselves, and to take up our Cross
daily, to follow him. And truly, tho’ this Cup
be brackish at the first; yet a Cup of God’s ming-
ling is doubtless sweet in the Bottom, to such
as have learned to make it their greatest Happi-
ness to partake with Christ, as in his Glory, so
in the Way that leadeth to it. Where I am
for the present, I am very fitly and welcomely
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accommodated, I thank God: so as I see here I
might rest desired enough till my Friends at
Home shall direct further. They desire also to
see thee here, but that I think it not safe yet,
till we see how God will deal with our Neigh-
bours at Home: for if you should now travel
this Way, I fear you will be watched and dogged
at the Heels. But I hope shortly God will
make Way for thy safe Coming. The Lord
watch over you all for Good, and reveal him-
self in the Guidance of all our Affairs. So with
my Love to thee, as myself, I rest; desirous of
thy Rest and Peace in him. J.C.

This letter, written under such circumstances
of painful separation, imminent peril, and un-
certainty for the future, betrays no petulant
impatience or unmanly repinings. It beautifully
portrays the sublime peacefulness of the mind,
which, in the hour of adversity, is stayed on
God. Within six weeks from the writing of the
above letter, this pious couple was again united,
though obliged still to live in concealment.

After earnest prayer for divine direction, and
much consultation with good men upon the sub-
ject, Mr Cotton concluded to seek refuge in
Holland, whither so many of the Puritan minis-
ters and people had already fled from the vio-
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lence of persecution. Some of his Boston
friends urged him to permit them to sustain and
protect him, that they might privately enjoy the
benefit of his ministry, without which they must
be exposed to great temptation. But the vener-
able Mr Dod, an old Puritan famous for his
piety and his wit, told them, ‘that the removing
of a minister was like the draining of a fish-
pond: the good fish will follow the water; but
eels, and other refuse fish, will stick in the
mud.’

That there were in the pond some good fish,
with life enough to follow the water, appears
from Mr Cotton’s book on the ‘Holinesse of
Church-Members’, printed many years after in
165o0. It i1s dedicated ‘to my honoured, wor-
shipful and worthy friends, the Mayor and Jus-
tices, the Aldermen and Common Council,
together with the whole Congregation and
Church at Boston.’
with them, he says;—‘And ye became follow-
ers of us, and of the Lord; and showed your-
selves ensamples in some first fruits of reform-

Speaking of old times

ation, unto many neighbour congregations about
you: 1 Thessalonians 1:6,7. And though you saw,
that any small measure of reformation, (which
then was offensive to the State, and suffered
under the name of NoN-CONFORMITY,) would



Q2 THE LIFE OF JOHN COTTON

expose yourselves to some sufferings, unless you
deserted me, yet I bear you record, you chose
rather to expose yourselves to charge and hazard
for marry years together, than to expose my
ministry to silence. And though, at last, in
that hour and power of darkness, when the late
High Commission began to stretch forth their
malignant arm against us, I was forced to depart
secretly from you (from some of you, I say),
howbeit, not without the privity and consent of
the chief, yet sundry of you yielded up your-
selves, as Ittai to David, to follow the Lord
whithersoever he should call; and to go along
with me, whether to life or death, in this late
howling wilderness. And though, after my de-
parture, you were somewhat carried aside with
the torrent of the times, yet, I believe, not with-
out some apprehension of the light of the word
going before you, in your judgements, to the sat-
isfaction of your own consciences. And ever
since that time, wherein the strong band of the
Lord, and the maglignancy of the times, had set
this vast distance of place, and great gulf of seas,
between us; yet still you claimed an interest in
me, and have yearly ministered some real testi-
mony of your love. And at last, when the
Lord, of his rich grace, had dispelled the storm
of malignant church-government, you invited
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me again and again, to return unto the place and
work wherein I had walked before the Lord and
you in former times. But the estate of those
of you who came along with me, and who there-
by had most interest in me, could not bear that.
Nor would my relation to the church here suffer
it. Nor would my age, now stricken in years,
nor infirm body, ill-brooking the seas, be able to
undergo it, without extreme peril of becoming
unserviceable either to yourselves or others.’

From this document we learn several things,
which might not otherwise have come to our
knowledge. It appears, that the affections of
his old flock clung to their banished minister:
and that, through some twenty years of absence,
they annually sent him substantial tokens of
their anxiety to promote his comfort. We find
too, that when the execution of William Laud
and Charles Stuart had removed the bar to his
return, they sent him such reiterated and urgent
calls as could be declined only for the most im-
perative reasons.

To these reasons there is another to be added.
While the Long Parliament was at the height
of its power, before Cromwell had closed it with
his ‘purging colonels’, the presbyterial form of
government was imposed by law on the parishes
of England. Presbyterianism, at that time, ad-
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mitted persons confessedly unregenerate to the
Lord’s table. In reference to this, Mr Cotton
told his importunate friends;—‘The estate of
your church, admitting more than professed
saints to the fellowship of the seals, and the
government of your church subjected to an ex-
trinsical ecclesiastical power, would have been
perpetual scruples and torments to my con-
science, which, knowing the terrors of the Lord,
and the conviction of my own judgement, I durst
not venture upon.’ To this he adds, in his
charitable, unreproaching manner;—‘Not that I
misjudge others who can satisfy their conscien-
ces in a larger latitude: but because every man
is to be fully persuaded in his own mind, and I
must live by my own faith. Romans 14:5.

Mr Cotton did not lay down his pastoral
charge in any summary or informal manner.
He first obtained the consent of his people, so
far as it was possible to consult them on the
subject. ‘On this point,” he says, ‘I conferred
with the chief of our people, and offered then, to
bear witness to the truth I had preached and
practiced amongst them, even unto bonds, if they
conceived it might be any confirmation to their
tfaith and patience. But they dissuaded me
from that course, and thinking it better for them-
selves, and for me, and for the Church of God,
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to withdraw myself from the present storm, and
to minister in this country [New England,
whence this letter was written] to such of their
town as they had sent before hither, and such
others as were willing to go along with me, or
to follow after me.”*

Governor Hutchinson has preserved for us a
lettert to Dr Williams, Bishop of Lincoln, writ-
ten by Mr Cotton, a few weeks before sailing
for America, for the purpose of resigning his
vicarage into the prelate’s hands. Dr Williams
had showed him all the indulgence he could, till
Laud compelled the reluctant prelate to resort to
rigorous measures. Mr Cotton gratefully ac-
knowledges the diocesan’s kindness, gives a
short account of the drift of his ministry at Bos-
ton, and assigns the reasons of his departure in
a manner the most meek and respectful, and yet
happily blended with a high principled firmness
and religious independence. This communica-
tion breathes the deepest solicitude for the wel-
fare of the flock from which he was torn away.

Being thus fully released from all obligation
of duty to his recent charge, he took measures

*  See letter, dated 3 December 1634, in Hutchinson’s Original Papers, page s6.
T Original Papers, p. 249, &c. The letter is dated 7 May 1633.
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to effect his escape from his native shores. To
shun the officers who were on the watch for his
apprehension, he travelled under an assumed
name and a change of garb, toward the port
where he expected to embark for Holland. But
when be had nearly reached the place, be was
met by one of his relatives, who, by dint of per-
suasion and entreaty, induced him to betake
himself to London.

There were then in that city three pious min-
isters who considered the imposed ceremonies
as things in themselves of little consequence,
and as such submitted to them. One of these
was Dr Goodwin, a clergyman of great distinc-
tion, and afterwards one of the leading divines
in the renowned Westminster Assembly. The
cynical Anthony Wood styles him and Dr Ow-
en, ‘the two Atlasses and Patriarchs of Inde-
pendency.” Another of the three alluded to was
Mr Thomas Nye, in high repute for learning.
The other was John Davenport, the founder of
the New Haven colony, and one of the ‘chief
fathers’ of New England. These gentlemen
embraced the opportunity of holding a confer-
ence with Mr Cotton. Knowing him to be an
exceedingly dispassionate and judicious man,
they made no doubt but that they should con-
vince him, that it was his duty to conform
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rather than to leave his country and his flock.
At this conference he first confuted all the ar-
guments they could array to justify their con-
formity: and then vindicated his own course in
choosing to undergo so great privations, rather
than to defile his conscience by acquiescing in
customs which derogated from the kingly office
of the great Head of the Church. As the result
of these discussions, these three able champions
came entirely over to Mr Cotton’s views. Nor
does this detract at all from their just reputation,
but rather enhances it. ‘For he that is over-
come of the truth parteth victory with him that
overcometh, and hath the best share for his own
part.
which good Fuller says, that ‘they count them-
selves the greatest conquerors, when the truth

b

These men belonged to that class of

hath taken them captive.” The three, not long
after, themselves became exiles for the truth to
which they had honourably yielded.* After Mr
Cotton’s death, Mr Davenport gave a glowing
account of this interesting debate, in which, he

* This Dr Goodwin lay wind-bound, in hourly expectation that the
pursuivants would seize him before the wind would favour his escape
to Holland. Distressed as he was for a more propitious gale, he
cried, ‘Lord, if thou hast at this time any poor servant of thine who
wants this wind more than I do another, I do not ask for the chang-
ing of it: I submit unto it. The wind soon came about, and carried
him clear from his pursuers.
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says, Mr Cotton ‘answered with great evi-
dence of Scripture light, composedness of mind,
mildness of spirit, constant adhering to his prin-
ciples, and keeping them unshaken.” The trio
of friends in this amicable contention were struck
with admiration at his might in the Scriptures,
his vast and various reading, his prompt memo-
ry, his ready reply, and his government of his
own spirit, far beyond what they had ‘taken
notice of in any man before him.” Mr Daven-
port closes by saying;—‘The reason of our
desire to confer with him rather than any other
touching these weighty points, was our former
knowledge of his approved godliness, excellent
learning, sound judgement, eminent gravity,
candour and sweet temper of spirit, whereby he
could placidly bear those that differed from him
in their apprehensions. All which, and much
more we found; and glorified God, in him, and
for him.” This description explains the secret
of Mr Cotton’s uncommon success as a debater,
and as a resolver of the doubtful and difficult
questions in his casuistry which were constantly
submitted to him for solution. Truly, these
men who are so firmly tenacious of their opin-
ions, and yet thus maintain them in the spirit of
love and the meekness of wisdom, are usually
the most invincible and irresistible in debate.
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In John Cotton’s Covenant of Grace, a
book written long after this, in America, of
which several editions were printed, there is, in
that of 1655, an Address to the reader, by Rev.
Thomas Allen, minister of St Edward’s, Nor-
wich, England, who a few years before had been
teacher of the church in Charlestown, Massachusetts.
The addresser says of the author. ‘He was a
man of peace, of a very sweet spirit, and had a
very special faculty of composing differences in
the judgements of the brethren. And thus much
[ shall crave liberty to testify of him, that, be-
sides the multiplicity of occasions which was
constantly upon him, he was not without care
about the peace and welfare of the churches
abroad; and notwithstanding his so vast a dis-
tance in body from the churches and saints in
his native country, yet he had great thoughts in
heart for the division of his brethren here, being
seriously studious how to compose and heal
their breaches. He hath sometimes said unto
me, being privately together;—“Brother, I per-
ceive there is a great gravamen which the one
party is much offended at with the other. I
pray let us study how we may case and remove
it.”’

Mr Whiting gives him this character as a
disputant:—‘He was of admirable candour, of
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unparalleled meekness, of rare wisdom, very
loving even to those that differed in judgement
from him, yet one that held his own stoutly,
tightly maintaining and keenly defending what
himself judged to be the truth.” Beware of
such men, unless you be willing to accord with
them.

It is worth mentioning here, that among the
auditors in that London conference, was Rev.
Henry Whitfield, rector of Oakley in Surrey,
who from that time became a conscientious non-
conformist, and was afterwards the founder of
the town and church of Guilford, in the New
Haven colony.

While secreted at London, by Mr Davenport
and other ministers, Mr Cotton gave up the
design of proceeding to Holland. He was dis-
couraged from betaking himself to that country,
for the same reasons which induced Mr Robin-
son’s Leyden flock to leave it for America.
Letters from Governor Winthrop, and from the
infant church in our own Boston, decided him
to shun the fires of persecution by braving the
waters of the ocean, then much more formi-
dable to the voyager than now.

It was about the middle of July, 1633, when
Mr Cotton, with Thomas Hooker and Samuel
Stone, two ministers of great note, and with a
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number of his old Boston parishioners, com-
menced his adventurous voyage. They sailed
in a vessel called the Griffin, the name of a
fabled creature, partly eagle and partly lion.
It was a ship of three hundred tons, having at
this time about two hundred passengers, of
whom four died while on the way.

Mr Cotton and Mr Hooker experienced
much difficulty in getting out of England; for
long search had been made for them by the
emissaries of that odious instrument of all sorts
of tyranny, the High Commission Court. All
the ports were waylaid for their apprehension;
and at the Isle of Wight, where it was expected
that the Griffin would have made her last stop-
page, she was strictly searched by the pur-
suivants. But the staunch ship afterwards, by
private agreement, lay off the Downs; and, grif-
fin-like, with lion heart and eagle wings, swoop-
ed upon the prey, and bore it in triumph from
the disappointed hunters.

But oh, the sadness of that hour! when the
hapless exiles, relieved at last from the haunt-
ing fear of capture, felt all their love of home
rise in the strength of that mastering passion.
Forgetting the bitterness of their lot, and re-
gardless of the hardships of the future, they
wept their last farewell to parted friends, and to
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the native land they should see no more. Nat-
ural affection was strong; but gracious affection
was stronger. The love of Christ constrained
them. God counted their bitter tears; and they
have found them each a pearl in heaven. ‘And
Jesus answered and said, Verily I say unto you,
there is no man that hath left house, or breth-
ren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or
children, or lands, for my sake and the gospel’s,
but he shall receive an hundred-fold now in this
time, houses, and brethren and sisters, and
mothers, and children, and lands, with persecu-
tions; and in the world to come, eternal life.’

We almost envy our fathers for their distress-
ing opportunity of evincing the strength, sin-
cerity and purity of their love to Jesus, before
they went to meet him joyfully at his judgement-
seat. And is there no way, in which the ten-
derness and constancy of our love may be put
to decisive proof? Can we do nothing to show
that our hearts are wholly given to the Lord?
Aye, by crucifying our bosom-sins, by pure and
holy living, by unremitted efforts for the salva-
tion of men, by our utmost exertions to promote
the Church’s grand mission work of the world’s
conversion, by ceaseless sacrifices joyfully made
in the holy cause of benevolence,—by these, we
too may prove that Jesus has full possession of
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our souls. Thus may we make it manifest,
that, in blood and in spirit, we are the sons of
the pilgrims. This shall argue for us, that we
are ready, if persecution should arise, to suffer
what our fathers endured:—that we are ready to
walk, like them, with firm, unfaltering step,
through pains and perils for conscience’ sake:
that we are ready to follow on, through despoil-
ment, exile, bonds and death, to the celestial
throne, and the crown eternal.



CHAPTER V.

Voyage to America. Birth of Seaborn Cotton. Arrival at Boston.
Small beginnings. Interest felt in Mr Cotton’s coming. Admis-
sion to the church. Installation. Laying on of hands, why used.
Distinction between the offices of pastor and teacher. Not two
orders in the ministry, but different employments of the same
order. ‘God’s promise to his Plantations’. Mr Cotton’s ser-
vices in giving form and order to ecclesiastical and civil affairs.

Utility of order.

IT was about the middle of July, in 1633, when
Mr Cotton commenced his voyage. Both he
and Mr Hooker preserved their disguise, till
they were so far over the main ocean, that they
could safely disclose who they were. Mr
Stone, who was much the youngest, and for
whom the search was not so furious, performed
all the public religious duties of the ship’s com-
pany, till his companions could resume their
character as preachers, and officiate in their
turns.

This was a richly freighted ship, bearing a
large part of the fortune of New England. Our
pun-loving ancestors observed, at her coming,
that God had supplied them with three neces-
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sary commodities ‘Cotton for their clothing,
Hooker for their fishing, and Stone for their
building.” During the voyage, they usually
had three services every day; which was, per-
haps, the first example of a ‘protracted meet-
ing’. When they had been a month at sea,
Mr Cotton, whose first wife died childless,
became a father. This, his eldest child, re-
ceived the name Seaborn, in commemoration of
the mercies attending his birth. Seaborn Cot-
ton lived to be a highly useful and honoured
minister of the gospel. There were other chil-
dren born on the same passage. At the end of
seven weeks, which was then regarded as a re-
markably expeditious and prosperous voyage,
they landed at what is now the good old city of
Boston, on the third day of September, 1633.

This place had then been settled three years.
Governor Dudley says, that the first settlers,
previous to their coming hither, had already
determined to name the place they should fix
upon after the scene of Mr Cotton’s pastoral
labours, and in compliment to him, with the hope
that it might be some little inducement to him to
come there himself. The compliment, however,
at the time, was not so very flattering. For so
forlorn and unimposing was this little out-of-the-
way settlement, that our fathers, who delighted
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in puns, anagrams, alliterations, and other
modes of playing upon words, used rather
familiarly to call it Lost-town. Let them be
excused, if, by such pleasantries, they some-
times sought to alleviate the discomforts of their
lot. The place soon began to wear a more cheer-
ing aspect; and flourished more and more, till
it far exceeded in importance the parent-town
whose name it inherited. Our elder writers
ascribe much of its early prosperity to the wis-
dom, conduct and credit of Mr Cotton; who
seems to have had something of the talent of
the Athenian statesman, who, when laughed at
because he had no skill to touch the lute,
retorted that he knew not how to fiddle; but he
knew how to raise a small city into a powerful
state. In New England, ‘a little one became
a thousand, a small one a strong nation.’

Just before his arrival, the pe