
LETTER TO LORD SAY AND SEAL

by

John Cotton





LETTER TO LORD SAY AND SEAL

by

John Cotton

Quinta Press



Quinta Press, Meadow View, Weston Rhyn, Oswestry, Shropshire, England, 
SY10 7RN

The format of this volume is copyright
© 2017 Quinta Press

www.quintapress.com

For proof-reading purposes the line breaks are in the same place as the original, 
hence the stretched text



 proof-reading draft 3

From The History of Massachusetts Bay by Thomas Hutchinson, 1764.

APPENDIX.

NUMBER II.
C e r t a i n  P r o p o s a l s  m a d e  b y  L o r d  S a y ,  L o r d  B r o o k e ,  

a n d  o t h e r  P e r s o n s  o f  q u a l i t y ,  a s  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  
t h e i r  r e m o v i n g  t o  N e w - E n g l a n d ,  w i t h  t h e  
answers thereto.

D e m a n d  1 .  T h a t  t h e  c o m m o n - w e a l t h  s h o u l d  
c o n s i s t  o f  t w o  d i s t i n c t  r a n k s  o f  m e n ,  
w h e r e o f  t h e  o n e  s h o u l d  b e  f o r  
them and the i r  he i r s ,  gent lemen of  the  country ,  the  other  
for them and their heirs, freeholders.

A n s w e r .  T w o  d i s t i n c t  r a n k s  w e  w i l l i n g l y  a c k n o w - 
l edge ,  f rom the  l i gh t  o f  na tu re  and  s c r ip tu re ;  the  one  o f  
them ca l l ed  Pr inces ,  or  Noble s ,  or  E lder s  ( amongs t  whom  
gen t l emen  have  the i r  p l a ce )  the  o the r  the  peop l e .  Here- 
di tary dignity or honours we wil l ingly a l low to the former,  
un le s s  by  the  s c anda lou s  and  ba se  conver s a t ion  o f  any  o f  
t h e m ,  t h e y  b e c o m e  d e g e n e r a t e .  H e r e d i t a r y  l i b e r t y ,  o r  
e s t a t e  o f  f r eemen we wi l l ing ly  a l low to  the  o the r ,  un le s s  
they  a l so ,  by  some unworthy and s l av i sh  ca r r i age ,  do d i s - 
franchise themselves.

Dem .  2 .  Tha t  i n  t h e s e  g en t l emen  and  f r e eho l d e r s ,  a s - 
sembled  toge ther ,  the  ch ie f  power  o f  the  common-wea l th  
shall be placed, both for making and repealing laws.

Ans. So it is with us.
D e m .  3 .  T h a t  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  t w o  r a n k s  s h o u l d ,  i n  a l l  

pub l i c  a s s embl i e s ,  have  a  nega t ive  vo ice ,  so  a s  wi thout  a  
mutual consent nothing should be established.

Ans. So it is agreed among us.
Dem .  4 .  Th a t  t h e  f i r s t  r a nk ,  c on s i s t i n g  o f  g en t l emen ,  

shou ld  have  power ,  fo r  them and  the i r  he i r s ,  to  come to  
the parl iaments or public assemblies ,  and there to give their  
f ree votes  personal ly;  the second rank of f reeholders  should  
have  the  s ame power  for  them and the i r  he i r s  o f  meet ing  
and voting, but by their deputies.
  Ans.
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A n s .  T h u s  f a r  t h i s  d e m a n d  i s  p r a c t i s e d  a m o n g  u s .  
The  f r eemen  mee t  and  vo te  by  the i r  depu t i e s ;  t he  o the r  
l ink g ive  the i r  vote s  per sona l ly ,  on ly  wi th  th i s  d i f fe rence ,  
the re  be  no  more  o f  the  gen t l emen  tha t  g ive  the i r  vo te s  
personal ly,  but such as are chosen to places of off ice,  either  
gove rno r s ,  d epu t y  gove rno r s ,  c ounce l l o r s ,  o r  a s s i s t a n t s .  
A l l  g en t l emen  in  Eng l and  have  no t  th a t  honour  to  mee t  
D i d  v o t e  p e r s o n a l l y  i n  P a r l i a m e n t ,  m u c h  l e s s  a l l  t h e i r  
he i r s .  Bu t  o f  t h i s  more  f u l l y ,  i n  an  an swe r  to  the  n in th  
and tenth demand.

Dem .  5 .  Tha t  f o r  f a c i l i t a t i ng  and  d i s p a t ch  o f  bu s i ne s s ,  
and other reasons,  the gent lemen and freeholders  should f i t  
and hold their meetings in two distinct houses.

Ans .  We  w i l l i n g l y  a pp rove  t h e  mo t i on ,  on l y  a s  y e t  i t  
i s  not  so  prac t i sed among us ,  but  in  t ime,  the  var ie ty  and  
d i s c r epancy  o f  sund ry  occu r r ence s  w i l l  pu t  them upon  a  
necessity of sitting apart.

Dem .  6 .  Tha t  t h e r e  s h a l l  b e  s e t  t ime s  f o r  t h e s e  mee t - 
ings ,  annua l ly  or  ha l f  year ly ,  or  a s  sha l l  be  thought  f i t  by  
common consen t ,  wh ich  mee t ing s  shou ld  have  a  s e t  t ime  
for  the i r  cont inuance ,  but  shou ld  be  ad journed or  broken  
off at the discretion of both houses.

Ans .  Pub l i c  mee t i n g s ,  i n  g ene r a l  c ou r t s ,  a r e  b y  ch a r - 
ter  appointed to be quarter ly ,  which,  in thi s  infancy of  the  
co lony,  where in many th ings  f requent ly  occur  which need  
se t t l ing,  hath been of  good use ,  but  when things  are  more  
fu l l y  s e t t l ed  in  due  o rde r ,  i t  i s  l i ke l y  tha t  yea r l y  o r  ha l f  
y e a r l y  mee t i n g s  w i l l  b e  s u f f i c i e n t .  Fo r  t h e  con t i nu anc e  
o r  b reak ing  up  o f  the se  cour t s ,  no th ing  i s  done  but  wi th  
the joint consent of both branches.

Dem .  7 .  Th a t  i t  s h a l l  b e  i n  t h e  powe r  o f  t h i s  p a r l i a - 
ment ,  thus  cons t i tuted and as sembled,  to ca l l  the governor  
and a l l  publ ick of f icer s  to  account ,  to  crea te  new of f icer s ,  
and  to  de te rmine  them a l r eady  s e t  up :  and ,  the  be t t e r  to  
s top the way to insolence and ambit ion,  i t  may be ordered  
tha t  a l l  o f f i ce s  and  f ee s  o f  o f f i ce  sha l l ,  eve ry  pa r l i ament ,  
de t e rmine ,  un l e s s  they  be  new con f i rmed  the  l a s t  d ay  o f  
every session.
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Ans .  Th i s  powe r  t o  c a l l  g ov e rno r s  a nd  a l l  o f f i c e r s  t o  
account, and to create new and determine the old, i s  sett led  
a l r e ady  in  the  genera l  cour t  o r  pa r l i ament ,  on ly  i t  i s  no t  
put forth but once in the year,  viz.  at  the great and general  
court in May, when the governor is chosen.

Dem.  8 .  Tha t  the  gove rnor  sha l l  eve r  be  cho sen  ou t  o f  
the rank of gentlemen.

Ans .  We  neve r  p r a c t i c e  o the rw i s e ,  chu s ing  the  gove r - 
n o r  e i t h e r  o u t  o f  t h e  a s s i s t a n t s ,  w h i c h  i s  o u r  o r d i n a r y  
course ,  or  out  of  approved known gent lemen,  a s  thi s  year*  
Mr. Vane.

D e m .  9 .  T h a t ,  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  t h e  R i g h t  H o n o r a b l e  
the  Lord  V i s coun t  Say  and  Sea l e ,  the  Lord  Brooke ,  who  
h ave  a l r e ady  b een  a t  g r e a t  d i s bu r s emen t s  f o r  t h e  pub l i c  
work s  in  New-Eng l and ,  and  such  o ther  gen t l emen o f  ap- 
proved s incer i ty  and worth ,  a s  they ,  be fore  the i r  per sona l  
r emove ,  sha l l  t ake  in to  the i r  number ,  shou ld  be  admi t ted  
fo r  them and  the i r  he i r s ,  gen t l emen o f  the  count ry .  But ,  
fo r  the  fu tu re ,  none  sha l l  be  admi t t ed  in to  th i s  r ank  bu t  
by the content of both houses.

A n s .  T h e  g r e a t  d i s b u r s e m e n t s  o f  t h e s e  n o b l e  p e r s o n - 
a g e s  and  wo r thy  g en t l emen  we  t h ank fu l l y  a cknow l edge ,  
becau se  the  s a f e t y  and  p re s ence  o f  ou r  b re th ren  a t  Con- 
necticut i s  no small  bless ing and comfort to us.  But, though  
t h a t  ch a r g e  h ad  neve r  b e en  d i s bu r s ed ,  t h e  wo r th  o f  t h e  
honorab le  per sons  named i s  so  wel l  known to a l l ,  and our  
need of such supports and guides i s  so sensible to ourselves,  
t h a t  we  do  no t  doub t  t h e  coun t r y  wou ld  t h ank fu l l y  a c - 
c ep t  i t ,  a s  a  s i ngu l a r  f a vo r  f r om God  and  f rom them,  i f  
he should bow their hearts to come into this wilderness and  
h e l p  u s .  A s  f o r  a c c ep t i ng  t h em and  t h e i r  h e i r s  i n t o  t h e  
number  o f  gen t l emen  o f  the  coun t ry ,  the  cu s tom o f  th i s  
count ry  i s ,  and read i ly  would  be ,  to  rece ive  and acknow- 
ledge,  not  only a l l  such eminent  persons  a s  themselves  and  
the  gent lemen they speak o f ,  b in  other s  o f  meaner  e f f ace ,  
so be it is of some eminency, to be for them and their heirs,  
g en t l emen  o f  the  coun t ry .  On ly ,  thu s  s t ande th  ou r  c a s e .  
T h o u g h  w e  r e c e i v e  t h e m  w i t h  h o n o r  a n d  a l l o w  t h e m 

* 1636.
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preeminence  and accommodat ions  accord ing  to  the i r  con- 
d i t ion ,  ye t  we  do  no t ,  o rd ina r i l y ,  c a l l  them fo r th  to  the  
power  o f  e l ec t ion ,  o r  admin i s t r a t ion  o f  mag i s t r a cy ,  un t i l  
they  be  r ece ived  a s  member s  in to  some o f  our  churche s ,  
a  p r iv i l ege ,  which  we doubt  not  re l ig ious  gent l emen wi l l  
wi l l ing ly des i re  (a s  David did in Psa l .  xxvi i .  4 . )  and chr i s- 
t i an  churches  wi l l  a s  read i ly  impar t  to  such des i rab le  per- 
s on s .  He r ed i t a r y  hono r s  bo th  n a tu r e  and  s c r i p t u r e  do th  
a cknow l edge  (Ec c l e s .  x i x .  1 7 . )  bu t  h e r ed i t a r y  au tho r i t y  
and  power  s t ande th  on ly  by  the  c iv i l  l aws  o f  some com- 
monwea l t h s ,  and  ye t ,  e ven  among s t  t hem,  t he  au tho r i t y  
and  power  o f  the  f a the r  i s  no  where  communic a t ed ,  to - 
gether  wi th h i s  honors ,  unto a l l  h i s  pos ter i ty .  Where God  
b le s se th any branch of  any noble  or  generous  fami ly ,  wi th  
a  sp i r i t  and g i f t s  f i t  for  government ,  i t  would be  a  t ak ing  
of  God’s  name in vain to put such a ta lent under a bushel ,  
and a  s in  aga in s t  the  honor  o f  mag i s t r acy  to  neg lec t  such  
i n  ou r  pub l i c  e l e c t i on s .  Bu t  i f  God  s hou l d  no t  d e l i g h t  
to  furni sh  some of  the i r  pos ter i ty  wi th g i f t s  f i t  for  magi s- 
t racy ,  we should expose  them ra ther  to  reproach and pre- 
j u d i c e ,  a n d  t h e  c o m m o n w e a l t h  w i t h  t h e m ,  t h a n  e x a l t  
them to  honor ,  i f  we  shou ld  c a l l  t hem fo r th ,  when  God  
doth not, to public authority.

Dem.  10 .  That  the  r ank o f  f reeho lder s  sha l l  be  made  up  
of such, as shal l  have so much personal estate there, as shal l  
b e though t  f i t  f o r  men  o f  t h a t  cond i t i on ,  and  h ave  con- 
t r ibuted ,  some f i t  p ropor t ion ,  to  the  pub l ic  charge  o f  the  
wintry, either by their disbursements or labors.

A n s .  W e  m u s t  c o n f e s s  o u r  o r d i n a r y  p r a c t i c e  t o  b e  
o therwi se .  For ,  except ing the  o ld  p lanter s ,  i . e .  Mr.  Hum- 
ph ry ,  who  h imse l f  wa s  admi t t ed  an  a s s i s t an t  a t  London ,  
and  a l l  o f  t hem f r e emen ,  be fo r e  the  chu rche s  he r e  we re  
e s t ab l i s hed ,  none  a r e  admi t t ed  f r e emen  o f  t h i s  common .  
we a l t h  bu t  s u ch  a s  a r e  f i r s t  a dm i t t e d  membe r s  o f  s ome  
church or other in this  country,  and, of  such, none are ex- 
c l u d e d  f r o m  t h e  l i b e r t y  o f  f r e e m e n .  A n d  o u t  o f  s u c h  
on l y ,  I  me an  t h e  mo r e  em inen t  s o r t  o f  s u ch ,  i t  i s  t h a t  
our  mag i s t r a t e s  a re  chosen .  Both  which  po in t s  we  shou ld 
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wi l l ingly persuade our people to change,  i f  we could make  
i t  appear  to  them,  tha t  such a  change  might  be  made  ac- 
co rd ing  t o  God ;  f o r ,  t o  g i v e  you  a  t r ue  a c coun t  o f  t h e  
g round s  o f  ou r  p roceed ing s  he r e in ,  i t  s e eme th  to  t hem,  
and a l so  to  u s ,  to  be  a  d iv ine  ord inance  ( and mora l )  tha t  
none should be appointed and chosen by the people of God,  
magistrates over them, but men fearing God (Ex. xvi i i .  21.)  
chosen out of their brethren (Deut. xvii .  15.)  saints (1  Cor.  
v i .  1 . )  Yea ,  the  apos t l e  maketh  i t  a  shame to  the  church ,  
i f  i t  be not able to afford wise men from out of themselves,  
which shal l  be able to judge a l l  c ivi l  matters  between their  
b r e t h r en  ( v e r .  5 . )  And  So lomon  make th  i t  t h e  j o y  o f  a  
commonwea l th ,  when the  r igh teous  a re  in  au thor i ty ,  and  
t h e  c a l a m i t y  t h e r e o f ,  w h e n  t h e  w i c k e d  b e a r  r u l e .  
Prov. xxix. 2.

O b j .  I f  i t  b e  s a i d ,  t h e r e  m a y  b e  m a n y  c a r n a l  m e n  
w h o m  G o d  h a t h  i n v e r t e d  w i t h  s u n d r y  e m i n e n t  g i f t s  o f  
wisdom, courage, justice, fit for government.

A n s .  S u c h  m a y  b e  f i t  t o  b e  c o n s u l t e d  w i t h  a n d  e m - 
p loyed  by  governor s ,  accord ing  to  the  qua l i t y  and  u se  o f  
the i r  g i f t s  and par t s ,  but  yet  a re  men not  f i t  to  be t rus ted  
wi th  p l ace  o f  s t and ing  power  or  se t t l ed  au thor i ty .  Ahi to- 
phel ’ s  wisdom may be f i t  to be heard (as  an oracle of  God)  
but  not  f i t  to  be t rus ted with power of  se t t led magi s t racy ,  
les t  he at  las t  ca l l  for 12000 men to lead them forth against  
D a v i d ,  2   S a m .  x v i i .  1 ,  2 ,  3 .  T h e  b e s t  g i f t s  a n d  p a r t s ,  
unde r  a  covenan t  o f  work s  ( unde r  wh i ch  a l l  c a rn a l  men  
and  hypoc r i t e s  b e )  w i l l  a t  l eng th  t u rn  a s i d e  by  c rooked  
way s ,  t o  d ep a r t  f r om God ,  and ,  f i n a l l y ,  t o  f i gh t  a g a i n s t  
G o d ,  a n d  a r e  t h e r e f o r e ,  h e r e i n ,  o p p o s e d  t o  g o o d  m e n  
and upright in heart, Psal. cxxv. 4, 5.

O b j .  I f  i t  b e  s a i d  a g a i n ,  t h a t  t h e n  t h e  c h u r c h  e s t a t e  
cou ld  no t  be  compa t i b l e  w i th  any  commonwea l t h  unde r  
heaven.

Ans .  I t  i s  one  th ing  fo r  the  church  o r  member s  o f  the  
church ,  l oya l l y  to  submi t  un to  any  fo rm o f  gove rnment ,  
when it  i s  above their cal l ing to reform it ,  another thing to  
c h u s e  a  f o r m  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  g o v e r n o r s  d i s c r e p a n t 
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f rom the ru le .  Now, i f  i t  be  a  d iv ine t ruth ,  tha t  none are  
to  be  t r a i l ed  w i th  pub l i c  pe rmanen t  au tho r i t y  bu t  god ly  
men ,  who  a r e  f i t  ma t e r i a l s  f o r  c hu r ch  f e l l ow sh i p ,  t h en  
f rom the same grounds  i t  wi l l  appear ,  tha t  none are  so  f i t  
t o  be  t ru s t ed  w i th  the  l i be r t i e s  o f  the  commonwea l th  a s  
c h u r c h  m e m b e r s .  F o r ,  t h e  l i b e r t i e s  o f  t h e  f r e e m e n  o f  
t h i s  commonwea l t h  a r e  s u ch ,  a s  r equ i r e  men  o f  f a i t h fu l  
integr i ty to God and the s ta te ,  to preserve the same. Their  
l i b e r t i e s ,  among  o t h e r s ,  a r e  c h i e f l y  t h e s e .  1 .  To  chu s e  
a l l  magis trates ,  and to cal l  them to account at  their  general  
cou r t s .  1 .  To  chu se  such  bu rge s s e s ,  eve ry  gene r a l  cour t ,  
a s  w i t h  t h e  m a g i s t r a t e s  s h a l l  m a k e  o r  r e p e a l  a l l  l a w s .  
Now bo th  t he s e  l i b e r t i e s  a t e  s u ch ,  a s  c a r r y  a l ong  much  
power  wi th  them,  e i ther  to  e s t ab l i sh  or  subver t  the  com- 
monwea l th ,  and therewi th  the  church ,  which power ,  i f  i t  
b e  commi t t ed  t o  men  no t  a c co rd i ng  t o  t h e i r  god l i n e s s ,  
w h i c h  m a k e t h  t h e m  f i t  f o r  c h u r c h  f e l l o w s h i p ,  b u t  
a c co rd i ng  t o  t h e i r  we a l t hy  wh i ch ,  a s  s u ch ,  make s  t h em  
no  b e t t e r  t h an  wo rd l y  men ,  t h en ,  i n  c a s e  wo r l d l y  men  
should  prove the  major  par t ,  a s  soon they might  do,  they  
wou ld  a s  r e ad i l y  s e t  ove r  u s  mag i s t r a t e s  l i ke  themse lve s ,  
s u c h  a s  m i g h t  h a t e  u s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  c u r s e ,  L e v i t .  
x x v i .  1 7 .  a n d  t u r n  t h e  e d g e  o f  a l l  a u t h o r i t y  a n d  l a w s  
a g a i n s t  t h e  chu r ch  and  t h e  membe r s  t h e r eo f ,  t h e  ma in - 
tenance of  whose peace i s  the chie f  end which God a imed  
it in the institution of Magistracy. 1 Tim. ii. 1, 2.
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NUMBER III.

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Cotton to Lord  
Say and Seal in the Year 1636.

Right honourable,

WH A T  y o u r  L o r d s h i p  w r i t e t h  o f  D r .  T w i s s e  h i s  
wo rk s  d e  s c i e n t i â  m e d i â ,  a nd  o f  t h e  s a bb a t h ,  i t  d i d  

refresh me to reade,  that  his  labors  of  such arguments were  
l ike to come to l ight ;  and i t  would re f resh me much more  
to  s ee  them he re :  though  ( fo r  my  owne  pa r t i cu l a r )  t i l l  I  
ge t t  some re l e a s e  f rom some cons t an t  l abor s  he re  (wh ich  
the  church  i s  de s i rous  to  p rocure )  I  c an  ge t  l i t l e ,  o r  noe  
oppertunity to reade any thing,  or at tend to any thing,  but  
the dayly occurrences which presse in upon me continual ly,  
much beyond my s t rength  e i ther  o f  body or  minde .  Your  
Lo rd sh ip s  adve r t i s emen t  t ouch ing  the  c i v i l l  s t a t e  o f  t h i s  
co lony ,  a s  they  doe  b re a th  fo r th  your  s i ngu l a r  w i sdome ,  
and fa i thfulness ,  and tender care of  the peace,  so wee have  
noe rea son to  mi s in terpr i te ,  or  underva lue  your  Lordsh ips  
ey the r  d i rec t ion s ,  o r  in ten t ion s  the re in .  I  know noe  man  
unde r  h e a v en  ( I  s p e a k e  i n  God s  f e a r e  w i t hou t  f l a t t e r y )  
whose  counse l l  I  should  ra ther  depend upon,  for  the  wi se  
administrat ion of a civi l l  s tate according to God, than upon  
you r  Lo rd sh ip ,  and  such  con f i dence  have  I  ( no t  i n  you )  
but in the Lords presence in Chris t  with you, that I  should  
neve r  f e a r e  to  be t ru s t  a  g r e a t e r  commonwea l th  than  th i s  
( a s  much  a s  i n  u s  l y e t h )  unde r  s u ch  a  p e r p e t u â  d i c t a t u r â  
a s  you r  Lo rd sh ip  mou ld  p r e s c r i b e .  Fo r  I  no th ing  doub t ,  
bu t  tha t  ey the r  your  Lord sh ip  wou ld  p re s c r ibe  a l l  t h ing s  
a c co rd ing  t o  t h e  ru l e ,  o r  b e  w i l l i ng  t o  ex amine  a g a i ne ,  
a nd  a g a i n e ,  a l l  t h i ng s  a c co rd ing  t o  i t .  I  am  ve r y  ap t  t o  
b e l i e ve ,  wha t  Mr .  Pe rk in s  h a th ,  i n  one  o f  h i s  p r e f a ro r y  
page s  to  h i s  go lden  cha ine ,  tha t  the  word ,  and  s c r ip tu re s 
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o f  G o d  d o e  c o n t e y n e  a  s h o r t  u p o l u p o s i s ,  o r  p l a t f o r m e ,  
no t  one ly  o f  theo logy ,  bu t  a l so  o f  o the r  s a c red  s c i ence s ,  
( a s  he  ca l l e th  them) a t tendant s ,  and handmaids  thereunto ,  
which he maketh e th icks ,  eoconomicks ,  po l i t i cks ,  church- 
g o v e r n m e n t ,  p r o p h e c y ,  a c a d e m y .  I t  i s  v e r y  s u i t a b l e  t o  
God s  a l l - s u f f i c i en t  w i sdome ,  and  to  t he  f u lne s  and  pe r - 
f ec t ion  o f  Ho ly  Sc r ip tu re s ,  no t  on ly  to  p re s c r ibe  pe r f ec t  
rules for the t ight ordering of a private mans soule to ever- 
l a s t ing b le s sednes  wi th himse l fe ,  but  a l so  for  the r ight  or- 
de r ing  o f  a  mans  f ami ly ,  yea ,  o f  the  commonwea l th  too ,  
so  f a r re  a s  both of  them are  subordinate  to  sp i r i tua l  ends ,  
and  ye t  avo ide  bo th  the  churche s  u su rpa t ion  upon  c iv i l l  
j u r i s d i c t i on s ,  i n  o r d i n e  a d  s p i r i t u a l i a ,  a nd  t h e  c ommon- 
wea l t h s  i nv a s i on  upon  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l l  a dm in i s t r a t i on s ,  i n  
o r d i n e  to  c iv i l l  peace ,  and  con fo rmi ty  to  the  c iv i l l  s t a t e .  
Gods  in s t i tu t ion s  ( such  a s  the  government  o f  church  and  
o f  commonwea l th  be)  may be  c lo se  and compact ,  and co- 
o r d i n a t e  one  t o  ano th e r ,  a nd  y e t  no t  con founded .  God  
ha th  so  f r amed the  s t a te  o f  church  government  and  ord i - 
nances, that they may be compatible to any common-wealth,  
t hough  neve r  s o  much  d i s o rde r ed  i n  h i s  f r ame .  Bu t  y e t  
when  a  commonwea l t h  h a t h  l i b e r t y  t o  mou l d  h i s  owne  
f r ame  ( s c r i p t u ræ  p l e n i t ud i n em  ado r o )  I  conceyve  the  s c r i p - 
t u r e  h a t h  g i v en  f u l l  d i r e c t i on  f o r  t h e  r i gh t  o r d e r i ng  o f  
the same, and that ,  in such sort  a s  may best  mainteyne the  
e u e x i a  o f  t h e  c h u r c h .  M r .  H o o k e r  d o t h  o f t e n  q u o t e  a  
s ay ing  ou t  o f  Mr .  Car twr igh t  ( though  I  have  no t  r e ad  i t  
in him) that  noe man fashioneth his  house to his  hangings ,  
bu t  h i s  hang ing s  to  h i s  house .  I t  i s  be t t e r  tha t  the  com- 
monwealth be fashioned to the sett ing forth of Gods house,  
w h i c h  i s  h i s  c h u r c h :  t h a n  t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  t h e  c h u r c h  
f r ame  to  the  c i v i l l  s t a t e .  Democr acy ,  I  do  no t  conceyve  
that  ever  God did ordeyne a s  a  f i t t  government eyther  for  
c h u r c h  o r  c o m m o n w e a l t h .  I f  t h e  p e o p l e  b e  g o v e r n o r s ,  
w h o  s h a l l  b e  g o v e r n e d ?  A s  f o r  m o n a r c h y ,  a n d  a r i s t o - 
c r a c y ,  t h e y  a r e  b o t h  o f  t h e m  c l e a r e l y  a p p r o o v e d ,  a n d  
d i r ec t ed  in  s c r ip tu re ,  ye t  so  a s  r e f e r r t th  the  sove r a i gn t i e 
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to himse l fe ,  and se t te th up Theocracy in  both,  a t  the bes t  
f o rme  o f  g ov e r nmen t  i n  t h e  c ommonwea l t h ,  a t  we l l  a t  
in the church.

T h e  l a w ,  w h i c h  y o u r  L o r d s h i p  i n s t a n c e t h  i n  [ t h a t  
none sha l l  be chosen to magi s t racy among us  but  a  church  
membe r ]  wa s  made  and  en a c t e d  b e f o r e  I  c ame  i n t o  t h e  
coun t r y ;  bu t  I  h ave  h i t h e r t o  wan t ed  s u f f i c i en t  l i gh t  t o .  
p l e ad  a g a i n s t  i t .  1 s t .  The  ru l e  t h a t  d i r e c t e th  t he  cho i c e  
of  supreame governors ,  i s  of  l ike æquit ie  and weight  in a l l  
mag i s t r a t e s ,  t h a t  on e  o f  t h e i r  b r e t h r en  ( no t  a  s t r a n g e r )  
s h o u l d  b e  s e t  o v e r  t h e m ,  D e u t .  1 7 .  1 5 .  a n d  J e t h r o e s  
counse l l  to  Mose s  wa s  approved  o f  God ,  tha t  the  judge s ,  
a n d  o f f i c e r s  t o  b e  s e t  o v e r  t h e  p e o p l e ,  s h o u l d  b e  m e n  
f e a r i n g  God ,  Exod .  1 8 .  2 1 .  a nd  So l omon  make th  i t  t h e  
joy of  a  commonweal th ,  when the r ighteous  a re  in  autho- 
r i ty ,  and the i r  mourning when the  wicked ru le ,  Prov .  29 .  
2 1 .  J a b  3 4 .  3 0 .  Y o u r  L o r d s h i p ’ s  f e a r e ,  t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  
b r i ng  i n  p ap a l  excommun i c a t i on ,  i s  j u s t ,  and  p iou s :  bu t  
let  your Lordship be pleased againe to consider whether the  
c o n s e q u e n c e  b e  n e c e s s a r y .  T u r p i u s  e j i c i t u r  q u a m  n o n  
adm i t t i t u r :  non-member sh ip  may  be  a  j u s t  c au s e  o f  non- 
admis s ion to the p lace of  magi s t racy,  but  yet ,  e ject ion out  
of his membership will not be a just cause of ejecting him out  
o f  h i s  mag i s t r acy .  A  god ly  woman,  be ing  to  make  cho ice  
o f  an  husband,  may ju s t ly  re fuse  a  man tha t  i s  ey ther  ca s t  
ou t  o f  church  f e l l owsh ip ,  o r  i s  no t  ye t  r eceyved  in to  i t ,  
bu t  y e t ,  when  shee  i s  once  g i v en  to  h im ,  s hee  may  no t  
r e j e c t  h i m  t h e n ,  f o r  s u c h  d e f e c t .  M r .  H u m f r e y  w a s  
chosen for  an as s i s tant  (a s  I  heare)  before the colony came  
o v e r  h i t h e r :  a nd ,  t hough  h e  b e  no t  a s  y e t  i o yn ed  i n t o  
church fel lowship (by reason of the unset lednes of the con- 
gregat ion where he l iveth)  yet  the commonweal th doe ( t i l l  
c on t i nue  h i s  mag i s t r a c y  t o  h im ,  a s  know ing  h e  wa i t e t h  
for opportunity of enioying church fellowship shortly.

When your  Lordsh ip  doubte th ,  tha t  th i s  cor se  wi l l  d raw  
a l l  things under the determinat ion or the church,  in  o rd ine- 
ad sp i r i tua l i a  ( see ing the church i s  to ,  determine who (ha l f 
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b e  membe r s ,  a nd  none  bu t  a  membe r  may  h a v e  t o  doe  
in  the government  of  a  commonweal th)  be p lea sed ( I  pray  
you)  to  conceyve ,  tha t  mag i s t r a t e s  a re  ney the r  chosen  to  
o f f i ce  in  the  church ,  nor  doe  governe  by  d i rec t ions  f rom  
the  church ,  but  by  c iv i l l  l awes ,  and  those  enac ted  in  ge- 
neral l  corts ,  and executed in corts  of  just ice,  by the gover- 
nors and ass i s tants .  In al l  which, the church (as the church)  
ha th  no th ing  to  doe :  one ly ,  i t  p repa re th  f i t t  i n s t rument s  
bo th  to  ru le ,  and  to  choose  ru le r s ,  which  i s  no  ambi t ion  
i n  t h e  chu r ch ,  no r  d i s hono r  t o  t h e  commonwea l t h ,  t h e  
apos t l e ,  on  the  cont r a ry ,  thought  i t  a  g rea t  d i shonor  and  
r ep roach  to  the  church  o f  Chr i s t ,  i f  i t  we re  no t  ab l e  to  
yie ld able judges to heare and determine a l l  causes amongst  
their  brethren,  1   Cor.  6 .  1 .  to 5 .  which place a lone seem- 
e t h  t o  me  f u l l y  t o  d e c i d e  t h i s  que s t i on :  f o r  i t  p l a i n e l y  
ho lde th  fo r th  th i s  a rgument :  I t  i s  a  shame to  the  church  
to want able judges of civi l l  matters  (as  v.  5.)  and an auda- 
cious act in any church member voluntari ly to go for judg- 
ment ,  o therwhere  than be fore  the  s a in t s  ( a s  v .  1 . )  then i t  
w i l l  be  noe  a r rogance  nor  fo l l y  in  church  member s ,  no r  
pre jud ice  to  the  commonwea l th ,  i f  vo lunta r i ly  they  never  
choose any civi l l  judges ,  but f rom amongst  the sa ints ,  such  
as church members are called to be. But the former is clearer  
and how then can the  l a t te r  be  avoyded.  I f  th i s  there fore  
be  (a s  your  Lordsh ip  r ight ly  conceyveth one of  the  maine  
object ions i f  not the onely one) which hindereth this  com- 
monwea l th  f rom the  en te r t a inment  o f  the  propos i t ions  o f  
tho se  wor thy  gen t l emen,  wee  in t rea te  them,  in  the  name  
o f  t h e  Lo rd  J e su s ,  t o  con f i d e r ,  i n  meekne s  o f  w i s dome ,  
i t  i s  not any conceite or wil l  of ours,  but the holy counsel l  
and  wi l l  o f  the  Lord  J e su s  (whom they  s eeke  to  s e rve  a s  
we l l  a s  wee)  tha t  over ru le th  u s  in  th i s  ca se :  and we t ru s t  
wil l  overrule them also, that the Lord onely may be exalted  
among s t  a l l  h i s  s e rv an t s .  Wha t  p i t t i e  and  g r i e f e  were  i t ,  
t h a t  t h e  ob s e r v ance  o f  t h e  w i l l  o f  Ch r i s t  s hou ld  h inde r  
good things from us!

Bu t  you r  Lo rd s h i p  doub t e t h ,  t h a t  i f  s u ch  a  r u l e  we r e  
n e c e s s a r y ,  t h en  t h e  c hu r ch  e s t a t e  a nd  t h e  b e s t  o r d e r e d 
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commonwea l th  in  the  wor ld  were  not  compat ib le .  But  le t  
not your Lordship so conceyve.  For,  the church submitteth  
itselfe to al l  the lawes and ordinances of men, in what com- 
monweal th soever they come to dwel l .  But i t  i s  one thing,  
t o  s ubm i t  un to  wha t  t h ey  h ave  noe  c a l l i n g  t o  r e f o rme :  
another  th ing ,  vo lunta r i l y  to  ordeyne  a  fo rme o f  govern- 
men t ,  wh ich  to  the  be s t  d i s ce rn ing  o f  many  o f  u s  ( fo r  I  
speake  no t  o f  myse l f e )  i s  expre s s l y  con t r a ry  to  ru l e .  Nor  
neede  your  Lord sh ip  f ea re  (which  ye t  I  speake  wi th  sub- 
mis s ion to your  Lordships  bet ter  judgment ;  tha t  th i s  cor se  
wi l l  l ay  such  a  founda t ion ,  a s  no th ing  but  a  mere  demo- 
cracy can be bui l t  upon i t .  Bodine confes seth,  that  though  
i t  be  s t a t u s  p o pu l a r i s ,  whe re  a  peop l e  choo se  the i r  owne  
gove rno r s ;  y e t  t he  gove rnmen t  i s  no t  a  democr acy ,  i f  i t  
be  admin i s t red ,  not  by  the  peop le ,  but  by  the  governor s ,  
whether  one  ( fo r  then  i t  i s  a  monarchy ,  though e lec t ive )  
o r  by  many ,  fo r  then  ( a s  you  know)  i t  i s  a r i s toc r acy .  In  
which  re spec t  i t  i s ,  tha t  church  government  i s  ju s t l y  de- 
r ived (even by Mr.  Robinson)  to  be  democra t ica l ,  though  
the people choose their owne officers and rulers.

Nor  neede wee feare ,  tha t  th i s  cour se  wi l l ,  in  t ime,  ca l l  
t h e  commonwea l t h  i n t o  d i s t r a c t i on s ,  a nd  popu l a r ,  c on - 
fu s ions .  For  (under  correc t ion)  these  three  th ings  doe not  
undermine ,  bu t  doe  mutua l l y  and  s t rong ly  ma in teyne  one  
another  ( even  the se  th ree  which  wee  pr inc ipa l l y  a ime a t )  
au tho r i t y  i n  mag i s t r a t e s ,  l i b e r t y  in  peop l e ,  pu r i t y  i n  the  
c h u r c h .  P u r i t y ,  p r e s e r v e d  i n  t h e  c h u r c h ,  w i l l  p r e s e r v e  
w e l l  o r d e r e d  l i b e r t y  i n  t h e  p e o p l e ,  a n d  b o t h  o f  t h e m  
e s t ab l i sh  we l l -ba l l anced  au thor i ty  in  the  mag i s t r a te s .  God  
i s  the author of  a l l  these three,  and neyther i s  himsel fe the  
God  o f  con fu s i on ,  no r  a r e  h i s  waye s  t h e  waye s  o f  con- 
fusion, but of peace.

What  our  b re th ren  (mag i s t r a t e s  o r  min i s t e r s ,  o r  l e ad ing  
f reeho lder s )  wi l l  an swer  to  the  re s t  o f  the  propos i t ions ,  I  
sha l l  bet ter  unders tand before the gent lemans re turne f rom  
Connec t i cu t t ,  who  b rough t  t hem ove r .  Mean  wh i l e  two  
o f  t h e  p r i c i p a l l  o f  t h em ,  t h e  g ene r a l l  c o r t  h a t h  a l r e a dy 
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condescended unto.  1 .  In  e s tab l i sh ing a  s t anding counce l l ,  
who,  dur ing the i r  l ives ,  should a s s i s t  the  governor  in  ma- 
nag ing  the  ch ie fe s t  a f f ay re s  o f  th i s  l i t t l e  s t a te .  They have  
chosen, for the present,  onely two (Mr. Winthrope and Mr.  
Dudley), not wil l ing to choose more, t i l l  they see what fur- 
ther better choyse the Lord wil l  send over to them, that so  
they may keep an open doore ,  for  such des i reab le  gent le- 
men a s  your  Lordsh ip  ment ioneth .  2 .  They have  graunted  
the governor  and a s s i s t ant s  a  negat ive  voyce,  and re served  
t o  t h e  f r e e m e n  t h e  l i k e  l i b e r t y  a l s o .  T o u c h i n g  o t h e r  
t h i n g s ,  I  h o p e  t o  g i v e  y o u r  L o r d s h i p  f u r t h e r  a c c o u n t ,  
when the gentleman returneth.

H e  b e i n g  n o w  r e t u r n e d ,  I  h a v e  d e l i v e r e d  t o  h i m  a n  
a n swe r  t o  t h e  r e s t  o f  y ou r  d emand s , †  a c co r d i n g  t o  t h e  
m i n d e s  o f  s u c h  l e a d i n g  m e n  a m o n g s t  u s ,  a s  I  t h o u g h t  
meete  to  consu l t  wi tha l l ,  concea l ing  your  name f rom any,  
except  2  or  3 ,  who a l ike  doe concurr  in  a  joynt  des i re  o f  
y e i l d i ng  t o  any  such  p ropo s i t i on s ,  a s  you r  Lo rd sh ip  de - 
manded ,  s o  f a r r e  a s  w i th  a l l owance  f r om the  word  t hey  
may ,  beyond which  I  know your  Lord sh ip  wou ld  no t  r e- 
quire any thing.

Now the  Lord  J e su s  Chr i s t  ( the  p r ince  o f  peace )  keepe  
and b le s s  your  Lordship ,  and di spose  of  a l l  your  t imes  and  
t a l en t s  to  h i s  be s t  advan t age :  and  l e t  the  covenan t  o f  h i s  
g r a c e  a n d  p e a c e  r e s t  u p o n  y o u r  h o n o u r a b l e  f a m i l y  a n d  
posterity throughout all generations.

T h u s ,  h u m b l y  c r a v i n g  p a r d o n  f o r  m y  b o l d n e s s e  a n d  
length, I take leave and rest,

 Your Honours to serve in Christ Jesus,
 J. C.

† Appendix No II.


