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To the READER.

He compiling of the ensuing discourse,
and in this familiar style, was put
upon me by a more then moral ine-

vitable necessity. Paul acknowledg-
eth there is a constraining power in
the love of Christ, 2 Cor. §5:14. And
surely the love which through Christ

I bare to some gracious Saints in Lincolnshire, (now with
Christ) constrained me to reserve a tender affection to
their surviving children. One of them being formerly
well affected to the ways of Christ, and accordingly re-
spected of the godly where he lived, He coming over
into these parts, was received into fellowship in a Neigh-
bour Church, and well approved. But falling into ac-
quaintance with some who stood aloof to the Baptism
of Children, and receiving some Books from them
against the same, He withheld his child from Baptism
(as others had done theirs; to the offence both of the
Lord, and the Church, whereof he was a member. The
Elders of that Church took much pains with him to
convince him of the error of his way and I suppose some



of their learned and elaborate discourses are sent over by
this Ship, for more public satisfaction. Withal they
advised him to confer with other friends, and acquain-
tance in other Churches. To me therefore he came,
and acquainting me with some of his Scruples, I thought
what I said to him, might have satisfied; and so it seemed
to me, it did for the present. But he told me, other scru-
ples he had, which were all comprised in a printed book:
the Author I forbear to name; but he was then reputed
one of the chiefest note of that way, for moderation and
freedom, from the leaven of other corrupt opinions,
which are wont to accompany the denial of Infants
Baptism. Since then other Books have been published,
of the same argument, but with more learning and bet-
ter method. But this Book which he brought me;
containing all his scruples, he desired, that it might be
answered, and he should so rest satisfied. I was then full
of other business, and could not possibly (though I much
desired it) gratify his desire. In this strait, a young Schol-
lar, (but of pregnant gifts and parts) Mr Benjamin Wed-
bridge, dwelling then in my house, seeing me solicitous
for the young man, undertook the answer of the Book:
which God helped him speedily and acutely to perform.
But the young man took not that satisfaction from it
he well might have done: but excused himself, it was so
full of Scholarship and terms of Art, that he could not
well understand it, and so could not satisfy his conscience
with it.

Whereupon I was forced, either to suffer an hopeful
Son of gracious Parents (and my dear friends) to
fall and lie under that burden, or else I must Answer the
book my self, and that in such a familiar language, as



might bed suit with his capacity. Which by the help
of Christ having done, other friends perusing it, pressed
me to give way to let is pass to more public use of o-
ther, as well as of him. I was very loth to hearken to
them, the Book (whereto I give answer) being so im-
methodical and confused, and my felt being forced to
follow him in like confusion, that the young man might
not complain (as he did before) or too much Art or
of Omission of Answer to any thing material in his
Book.

Thus have vow a short and plain account of this pre-
sent labour of Love. You will receive I hope by other
hands from hence, more Elaborate Answers to more
Elaborate discourses in the same and other Arguments.

Now the God of Truth and Peace accompany all the
Labours of his Servants (which bear witness to his
Truth) with a Spirit of Power to cast down all false
Imaginations, and to bring into captivity every thought
to the obedience of Christ Jesus.

John Cotton.



TO THE READER.

He due Application of Baptism to all
those Persons Christ would have it

Administered unto, cannot but be appre-
hended, by all that have any in-
sight into the Controversies of these
times, to be of a very high importance;
whether we respect the Ordinance it

self, the Persons right, or the Con-

sciences of these in Error about it.
For the Ordinance it self; as it was one of the first of those
institutions of the Gospel, so in respect of the things sealed at
therein, it is the Greatest: our first Union with Christ, the
great promise of the Spirit, (the foundation of all grace and glo-
ry.) Our representation by, and communion with Christ, is
his death & resurrection, being hereby at once sealed up by God
to the persons that partake thereof as belonging to them, and to
have all these misplaced, to persons not capable, through want of
divine warrant; of any benefit thereby, cannot but be esteemed a
great prophaning of it: As on the other side, the withholding it
from such as Christ hath bequeathed this Legacy unto, would
be found as highly derogatory to the great goodness and rich
grace of the Testator. And so withal an injury unto the Per-
sons of Infants having right thereunto, in those whom Christ



hath made Administrators of these his Mysteries. Great
also it the moment thereof to the Consciences of many good
souls, as in the consequents of the contrary Opinion of denying
Infants Baptism, is in same (I must not say of all) too apparent.
the vindication therefore of this great Truth, doth deserve
and challenge the choicest abilities of the Divines of this age:
it being in the days of this second Reformation with us,
a fresh, if not as much controverted, as in the times of the first
Reformation it was in Germany. And it is more light and
less violence (though in truths taken generally for granted) that
must end this and all ether controversies of this elevation that
are amongst us. And it will surely be rewarded by Christ
at the latter day, as a work of more then ordinary charity, to
have pleaded and maintained the right of these poor members
of his, who want a tongue to speak for themselves.

In 4 manner half the Church of God, and that, purissima pars
Ecclesia, the purest part of it, elect Infants, die, (as well-nigh
half the rest of mankind) in their bud and infancy, and grow
not up to partake of the dews and influence of any other out-
ward Ordinance; and were they deprived of this, should go out of
this world, (into which God only sent them to receive that
which should make them meet for the common inheritance of
the Saints) without any outward owning them, or visible way of
blessing from him, that hath blessed them and us with his choi-
cest heavenly blessings in Christ. Yea, and the ether half of these
that grow up to glorify God in their riper years, whereof many
are also holy even from the womb, these also should during their
years of nonage want an outward badge, and any outward ac-
knowledgment of what they are, even fellow heirs of the King-
dom with their brethren, which even in the infancy of the world
itself, whilst all were under Tutors and Governors, was their
privilege. To clear therefore their evidences, and set



right their title to this Kingdom, And to shew forth a writ and
warrant for their entailment and admission into it, by Baptism,
is an act of the greatest Justice as of charity.

These and the like weighty considerations have stirred up the
Spirit of this learned, grave and holy Man, (though full of other
labours and employments, and now therewith of years) to
bring forth of his rich Treasury things both new and old for
the averting this so important truth. Of the Author himself,
what is said of Ezra his search into the Ordinances of the
Law, that his heart was prepared to seek the Law of the
Lord, and to do it, and to teach in Israel Statutes and
Judgements: The same I may say of him concerning Insti-
tutions (those heavenly things (Heb. 7:3.) , as in comparison of the other,
the Apostle speaks) of the Gospel. Much of his thoughts
and attention have been spent thereon, both to sever them from
the additions and inventions of men, and to preserve them in
their Dignity from the disregard of others. And he was a cha-
sen instrument of God to hold forth the purity thereof in a
great measure, well-nigh from the first of his settled Ministry,
with much constancy and integrity, and with an eminent bles-
sing both of protection and success upon his Ministry in those
evil times, which since hath been further crowned with further
light therein. Who continues still to esteem the clearing any
part or portion thereof, a sufficient reward of his choicest
pains. And yet he hath not made those lesser, and mere out-
ward things if the Gospel, the chiefest or first born of his
strength, but in a due proportion the greater matters of Faith,
and of the common salvation: which he hath more univer-
sally traversed, even the whole circle of Theology, and in his
Ministry gone over; besides many select Bodes of Scripture
opened by him therein, then most Divines alive.

I shall add nothing for the present about the subject matter



of this Treatise, 1 having already in my public Ministry
it large delivered my self of what I have to say in this Argu-
ment, which though I have been provoked enough to make
more public, yet hitherto through many; what more urgent
diversions, what personal infirmities to deal in many
things at once, I have been hindered from casting that
worthless Mite into the public Treasury.

Tho. Goodwin.



The Grounds and Ends of Baptism of
the Children of the Faithful.

Opened in a Familiar Discourse by way of a
Dialogue or Brotherly Conference.

PREFACE.

Rother Silvester, for the love I have to you,
and your godly Patents, I have been much
provoked in Spirit, to endeavour the pulling
you forth of that error into which you are
so deeply plunged. I doubt not your Elders
and others of your Brethren have not been
wanting to use the means for your convicti-

on and satisfaction. But if the Lord espyed an

Idol set up in your heart, he might justly leave you to see nothing
but according to your Idol. If the heart be once taken with the
love of an Error, it is all one (if not worse) as not to be taken with
the love of truth. And in such a case, God is wont to give up
the subtle to strong delusions to believe lies, 2 Thes. 2:10, TT.
But (besides your own Elders and Brethren) you wanted
not other friends (the Elders and Brethren of some other Chur-
ches) whom you have been wont to confide withal in less matters,
and them you acquainted not with your scruples, which whether
it were out of loathness to grieve them, or out of loathness to
be removed from your way, I do not know.

Silvester. I am not so wedded to my way, but I am willing to hear
counsel from the word of God: And therefore neither am I
unwilling to acquaint your self with my scruples in this point,
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Opened in a Familiar Discourse by way of a
Dialogue, or Brotherly Conference.

PREFACE:

Shewing the occasion of the Conference.

Rother Silvester, 1 feel your loss at my heart,
for the love I bear to you, as to your godly
Parents before you; I hear God hath lately
burnt your house over your head, and most
part of your goods with it. And it troubleth
me the more for your sake, because I fear this

I hand of God is gone out against you, to visit

upon you and your family, your breach of Covenant with the
Lord and his People. For though I know that all outward
things fall alike to all (the Sheep and Servants of Job were
burnt at well as your house: and many a godly man hath been
struck with sickness for his trial, as well as Moses for neglect
of an Ordinance) yet whilst Moses lay under the neglect of an
Ordinance, In suffering his child to lie by him uncircumcised,
It had been no rash judgement in others, nor want of holy wis-
dom in himself to think, that God by making a breach upon
hit health, did visit upon him his breach of Covenant with the
Lord, in delaying and neglecting, (though it may be for his
wives sake) to bring his child under the Stale of the Covenant,
we may in brotherly love well conceive, that God hath made
the breach in your estate, to try your faith and patience, as
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he did Jobs. But surely it will be your wisest and safest course
so to construe God’s meaning, That your breach of Covenant
with God, did kindle a fire in his wrath, which brake forth up-
on your house, and burnt up so great a part of your Estate.
For even our God (the God of the New Testament) is a Con-
suming fire, as well to Christians now, as to Jews of old. And
when doth the jealousy of God most kindle, but against the
Violation of his Ordinances? which being delivered to us in
the a Commandment, are ratified by a Sanction from the Jea-
lousy of the Lord our God. Exod. 20:5. You saw, not long
before, a like fire of God’s wrath breaking forth in burning the
houses of others of your brethren and neighbours, who had a
while before turned aside into the way same of error with your
self;, which when you took no warning by, the same fire burst
for that lair upon your self. How wise and righteous was the hand
of the Lord, that when water was neglected to Baptise your
child, water should be wanting to quench the fire that con-
sumed your house?

Silvester. 1 cannot think, that the delay of my child’s Baptism could
kindle that fire, that burnt up my house. For (if I know mine
owns heart) I was very ready even at that time, to hear Coun-
fel, and to receive conviction from our Elders and other brethren,
if they could shew me any error in this way.

Silvanus. 1 doubt not your Elders and other brethren have not been
wanting to use the means for your conviction, and satisfaction.
But if the Lord espied an Idol set up in your hearty then he in
his just displeasure would leave you to see nothing, but accor-
ding to your Idol. If the heart be once taken with the love of
an Error, it is all one (if not worse) as not to be taken with
the love of truth. And in such a case, God is wont to the give up
the soul to strong delusions to believe lies, 2 Thes. 2:10, 11.
But (besides your own Elders and brethren) you wanted
not other friends (the Elders and brethren of some other Churches)
whom you have been wont to consult withal in less matters,
and them you acquainted not with your scruples, which whether:
it were out of loathness to grieve them, Or out of lothness to
be removed from your way, I do not know.

Silvester. I am not so wedded to my way, but I am willing to hear
counsel from the word of God: And therefore neither am I
unwilling to acquaint your self with my scruples in this point
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which I have gathered out of some books, chiefly out of those
which seem to me most orthodoxal. For they do not (at
some others of that way do) deny Magistrates, nor Predesti-
nation, nor Original Sin: Nor do they maintain Free-
will in conversion, nor Apostasy from Grace: but only deny
the lawful use of the Baptism of children; because it want-
eth a word both of Commandment and Example from the
Scripture.

Silvanus. It is well that any of that way do condescend so far unto the
truth, in these controversies, which do so nearly concern
the grace of Christ and power of Godliness and Public peace.
And I am bound in Christian love to believe, that they who
yield so far, do it out of conference, as following herein the
Example of the Apostle, who professed of himself, and his
followers, We can do nothing against the truth, but for the
truth. But yet I believe withal, that it is not out of love to
the truth, that Satan yieldeth to much to the Truth, but ra-
ther out of another ground, and (is his manner is) for a worse
end. He knoweth the times, that now (by the good and strong
hand of God) they are set upon purity and Reformation. And now
to plead against the Baptism of children upon any of those Armi-
nian and Popish grounds, which be so grosly ungratious, as
those above-named, Satan knoweth, and seeth they would utter-
ly be rejected. He chooseth therefore, rather to play Small
Game (as they say) then to lost all. He now relinquisheth all
those gross and ungratious tenents, whereby he was wont to
plead against children’s Baptism, and now pleadeth no other Ar-
guments in these during times of Reformation then may be urged
from a main Principle of Purity and Reformation, to wit,
“That no Duty of God’s Worship, nor any Ordinance of Re-
“ligion is to be administered in the Church, but such as hath
“just warrant from the word of God. And by urging this
Argument against the Baptism of children, Satan transformeth
himself into an Angel of light: and the Spirit of Error and Pro-
phaneness into a Minister of Truth and Righteousness. And so
he hopeth to prevail, either with those men who do believe
the lawful and holy use of children’s Baptism to renounce that
Principle, and so to renounce also all Reformation brought in by
it: or else, (if they stick to that Principle) then to renounce the
Baptism of children: And so the Reformation begun, will nei-



4 THE GROUNDS AND ENDS OF THE BAPTISM OF CHILDREN

ther spread far, nor continue long. For if Godly Parents do
withdraw their children from the Covenant, and from the Seal
of the Covenant, they do make void (as much in as them lieth)
the Covenant both to themselves, and to their children also. And
then will the Lord cut off such souls from his People. Gen. 17:
14 And so the Reformation begun with a Blessing, will end in
a curse, and in a cutting Separation either of Parents or of chil-
dren, or of both from the Lord, and his People.

Silvester. That place in Gen. (17:14) speaketh not of Baptism, but of
Circumcision: Between which though there may be some Resem-
blance in regard of their common Nature, and use, yet this diffe-
rence between them chiefly sticketh with me, That Abraham
and his natural Posterity had an express Commandment and
word of Instititution from God, for the circumcising of them-
selves and their Infant seed. But the Believers of the New Testa-
ment, though they have a Commandment from God to be Bap-
tized themselves, yet they have neither Commandment, nor Ex-
ample for the Baptism of their Infant seed.

Silvanus. It is a Tempting of God, even limiting of the Holy one of
Israel, to put upon him to deliver his will only by Commandment
or Example, or not at all; As if God might not deliver his will,
by promise or threatening, by Proportion, or deduction, by Con-
sequence, as well as by express Commandment, or Example.
What Commandment or Example is there for women to partake
of the Lord’s Supper? yet the Proportion of the Lord’s Supper
with the Passover, and Deduction from such Scriptures as put
no difference between male and female, make it to be received as
the will and Ordinance of Christ, That women able to examine
and judge themselves mould partake of the Lord’s Supper, as well
as the men: Every shred of Gold hammered, or drawn out of
the wedge of Gold, is as well Gold, as the whole lump and
wedge. Whatsoever is drawn out of the Scripture by just con-
sequence and deduction, is as well the word of God, as that
which is an express Commandment or Example in Scripture.
But to help you (if the Lord will) over this (tumbling block
(which you stick at) the Baptism of children is not without a
Commandment, and word of Institution from Scripture as may ap-
pear two or three ways.

Silvester. Shew me any Commandment, or word of Institution for the Bap-
tism of children, and it sufficeth me.



CHAPT. I.

Declaring and Maintaining the first
ground for the Baptism of Children.

Irst, the Commission of the Lord Jesus given to
his Apostles, doth give us a Commandment, and
“word of Inititiuion for the Baptism of chil-
“dren. Mat. 28:19, 20. Go (saith he to his A-
5| “postles) and make Disciples (as the word signifi-

“eth) all Nations (some at least of all sorts in all
“Nations) Baptizing them into the name of the Father, and of
“the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe
“whatsoever I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you
“to the end of the world. In which Commission the Lord Jesus
giveth commandment to his Apostles, and to their Successors to
the end of the world,

1 To make Disciple.

To Baptize them.
To perform three Acts { 2 1o Bapuze them

3 To teach them to observe all
l the Ordinances of Christ.

From whence two Arguments offer themselves for the Institu-
tion of the Baptism of the children of the faithful.

Argument. 1. Such as be disciples they are to be Baptized.

But the children of the Faithful, they are disciples; There-
fore children of the Faithful, they are to be Baptized. The
former proposition is clearly expressed in the Text, Make disci-
ciples and baptize them: All Disciples therefore are to be baptized.

The latter proposition, That all the children of the Faithful
(in which is all one, all the children of the Church, for the



Silvester.

Silvanus.
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Church is a Congregation of the faithful) that they are all of
them Disciples, may appear by the Testimony of the Prophet
Esay: who speaking of the times of the Church in the New Testa-
ment, All thy children (saith he) shall be taught of God, Esay
s4:13. and if they be taught of God, then are they Disciples,
for that is the meaning of the word Disciples. Disciples are
taught or learnt of God. Do not put me off with that Evasi-
on; That the Promise is made not to the children of the visible
Church, but of the Invisible: For look what promises are made
to the Invisible Church, they are for their sakes offered to all the
Members of the Visible Churches, whereof the lively Members are
the chief.

By the children in Esay may be meant, not Infants, but men of
years, unto whom the whole Church may be counted a Mother,
and they to her, as children.

I deny not, but that may be part of the meaning: yet so, as not
to exclude the Infants, or children of the Faithful, from the
number of the children of the Church. For the same Prophet
speaking of the same Church, fetcheth in Infants among the
blessed ones of the Church, and blessed with such spiritual
light, and life from Christ, as if they had lived an hundred years
“in the Church. Esa. 65:20. There shall be no more (saith he)
“thenceforth an Infant of days, nor an old man that hath not
“filled his days. For the child shall die an hundred years old,
“but the sinner being an hundred years old shall be accursed.
How shall the child die as at an hundred years old, but that
he is so well instructed and enlightened by Christ, and thereby as ca-
pable of entrance into heavenly glory, as a grown disciple of
an hundred years old? The Allegorical sense which some force
upon Infants (as if by them were meant young Converts, though
of riper years) the Text will not bear it. For the Text maketh
an express opposition between these Infants, in the Church, and
sinners of an hundred years old. Where the two extreme periods
of man’s life, old age of an hundred years, & Infants being set one a-
gainst another, Infants cannot be fitly meant of any but those of
fewest days, even Infants of a few days, of a year or two old. And
besides, the Holy Ghost in the Text giveth a Reason of this Grace
(together with some other like favours) unto Infants in the
Church above Sinners of an hundred years old, taken from the
Covenant of their blessed Ancestors v. 23: For they are (saith he)
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the seed of the blessed of the Lord, and their off-spring with them.
And evident it is, that the Apostle Pefer reckoneth Infants of the
Church for Disciples. For in Acts 15:10. reproving the way of
false Teachers who would have put Circumcision upon the Gen-
tile Churches, and their seed, Why tempt ye God, saith he, to
put a yoke upon the neck of the Disciples? If the Infants of
the Church had not been Disciples, the false Apostles could have
pretended no power to have put that Ordinance upon them. And
Peter rejecteth it, not because Infants were no Disciples, but acknow-
ledging them to be Disciples as well as their Fathers, the yoke of
Circumcision was now too heavy for them, as drawing upon them
the yoke of the Ceremonial Law. It is to the same purpose that
Christ speaketh of such little Children, Mark 10:14. Luke 18:16,
17. Of such (saith he) is the Kingdom of God; which argueth,
that even little Children are the members of the Church (which
is the Kingdom of Grace) here, and heirs of the Kingdom of
Glory hereafter; and therefore Disciples, for to whom Christ is
a King, he is also a Prophet.

Christ doth not say, that of Infants is the Kingdom of God,
but of such (as Infants be:) that is, of such simple ones, so free
from pride and malice.

Then he might as well have said, Suffer Doves and Lambs to
come unto me: for of such (such simple and harmless ones) is the
Kingdom of God. But that Christ speaketh of little children
(as such) may appear further from the Text? In that he saith,
Whosoever shall not receive the Kingdom of God, as a little
child (to wit as a little child receiveth it, for so much the Gram-
mar construction requireth) he shall in no wise enter therein. Now
it cannot be said of Doves and Lambs, Whosoever receiveth not
the Kingdom of God, as a Dove or a Lamb receiveth it, he
shall in no wise enter into it. 2. Wherefore should Christ com-
mand little children to be brought unto him, and be so angry
with his Disciples for rebuking them that brought them, it they
were not at all capable of spiritual fellowship with Christ in his
Kingdom, but only served to fetch a Similitude from their Simpli-
city and Innocency? Did he ever say, Suffer Doves and Lambs
to come unto me: for of such is the Kingdom of God? 3.
Why doth Christ put it for all one, for little children to come
to him, and to be brought to him (as he doth Luke 18:15, 106)
but that he accepted the Act of Parents in bringing their chil-

Silvester.

Silvanus.
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dren to him, as all one with their Act of children in coming them-
selves to Christ Jesus? for Christ saith, Suffer little Children to come
to me: and yet they came not to him but as their Parents brought
them. 4. Christ his Imposition of hands upon them argueth
their consternation unto God, not as Sacrifices of Bulls and
Goats to be slain, (which was one use of laving on of hands
Levit. 1:4.) nor to ordain them unto office, (which was ano-
ther use) but as partakers of spiritual blessings, and of Adopti-
on into the family of Israel, which was another use of laying on
of hands. Gen. 48:5. with 14. So that let all this Testimony of
Christ concerning little Children and his carriage towards them
be well weighed; and it will evidently evince that for which it is
alleged. That little children born in the Church, are accounted
by Christ amongst those blessed ones of Christ, of whom his
Church and Kingdom consisteth: And so are taught of God, as
the Disciples of Christ: And therefore are commanded of Christ
to be baptized with their believing Parents.

Silvester. “The blessing of Christ upon these infants was for bodily cures,
“as is manifest by the desires of those that brought them to
“Christ, which was not that he should baptize them, but that he
“would touch them and lay his hands upon them, and pray, as
“Mar. s:23. Mat. 19:13, 15. This was the ordinary way of
“healing in the time of the Law, by such as were enabled by God
“thereunto, as is clear by these Scriptures compared together,
“2 Kings §s:11. with Mat. 19:13. Mat. 8:3. Mat. 9:18. Luke
“4:38, 40. Never were any so brought to Christ but for some
“cure, and for his blessing of them, which was in respect of that
“temporal Mercy he bestowed upon them, according to that
“they came to him for: and to shew his Bounty and Humility,
“that he was no respecter of Persons; as such might stem to be,
“that suffered others to come, and would have kept back children:
“And for such to belong to the Kingdom as those children did,
“and therefore they ought to come, as well as any others. For
“they were children of the Jews, and at that time Members of
“that Church, and so of that Kingdom, and had as much
“Interest in Christ for outward blessings as any else.

“And further Christ is pleased to make use of children’s Humili-
“ty and Innocency to reprove the high-mindedness of His Disci-
“ples, & to draw them forth a pattern from the same, as Mat. 18.
“1, 2, 3. with Mark 10:5. 1 Cor. 14:20. so that all this maketh
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“nothing for the Baptizing of Infants they being not brought to
“Christ for Baptism.

Silvanus. Neither do I allege this place for to prove that Christ baptized
these Infants. For it doth not appear that their fathers who
brought them, were baptized themselves: and therefore neither
might their children be baptised according to rule. But I allege
the place to prove that the Infants of believers are amongst the
blessed ones of Christ, such of whom his Church and Kingdom
consisteth: and so come under the fellowship of his Disciples whom
Christ commandeth to he baptized; neither will your exception
against this prevail. Your deceptions, or rather evasions are
“two: You say that Christ his laying hands on these children,
“was only to reach forth some bodily cure to them, it being
“the ordinary way of healing in the time of the Law.

Whereto I answer, 1. You bring not one Scripture to prove,
that healing of diseases in the time of the Law was wont to be
wrought by laying on of hands, but only one: which speaketh
of Naaman the Syrian, who had such a misconceit that the Prophet
would have so healed him, but was therein foully mistaken. All the
other places alleged by you do shew, that Christ was wont some-
times to heal diseases by laying on his hands. And so indeed he did,
as did also His Disciples after him, by gift from him. But why you
should make this an ordinary way of healing in the time of the
Law, I see not how is stands with truth.

An. 2. There is not one word in the Text, nor any circum-
stance of the place, that maketh any mention, or giveth any no-
tice of any bodily disease, which these children were subject to, or
that their parents come to Christ for the healing thereof. And to
give that for the meaning of a Text, which neither the words of
the Text, nor the circumstance of the place doth hold forth, is to
set up an Image in our own heart, and to bow the Text to our
own Imagination.

An. 3. It is not credible that if these children had come with
any disease about them, or if their Parents had brought them for
healing thereof, that the Disciples would have been so inhumane,
unnatural, and barbarous, as to have rebuked them that brought
them. The diseases of little children do affect all men (that have
not the bowels of humanity) with as much companion as the
diseases of Elder persons, or rather more. And withal the Disci-
ples knew that the Lord Jesus was wont before that time to vouch-
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safe to cure the diseases of young children, as well as the diseases
of Elder persons, Joh. 4:49, so. Mar. §:41, 42. and there-
fore they would never have rebuked their Parents, if they had
“brought them to such an end. But say you, Never were any so
“brought to Christ, but for some cure and for his blessing of them:
“which was in respect of that temporal mercy, which they came
“for, and he bestowed upon them.

If you mean never were any so brought to Christ, to wit, in the
Arms of their Parents. It is true we never read of any other in the
Gospels, brought to Christ in the Arms of their Parents at all,
neither for bodily cures, neither for any temporal or spiritual
blessing. But what is that to the purpose? that will not argue
that these Infants were only brought for bodily Cure. If you
mean none were brought at all but for bodily cures, what
mean you then by so brought? It is true the Palsey man was
brought by four men in a Couch for a bodily cure, Mark 2.
but Christ blessed him not only with a temporal, but a spiritual
cure in the pardon of his sins, Mark. 2:5. which was more then
they came for; why do you therefore deny the like spiritual blessing
the these Infants upon this ground, because their Parents come for
no more, unless you think, they had no sin to be pardoned? But
If none were brought to Christ for spiritual blessings besides these
Infants, the greater was the Faith of these Parents: and the
greater was the sin of others.

“Your second Evasion is, That these Infants be big children of
the Jews were at that time members of that Church, and so of
that Kingdom, And had as much interest in Christ for outward
blessings, as any else.

Answ. 1. If that be all, then there were some children of the
kingdom of Heaven, which had only Interest in Christ for out-
ward blessings; and then indeed they had no Interest in Christ, nor
in his kingdom at all.

2. If the Infants of Christian Parents be not the children of
the kingdom of Heaven (as well as the infants of the Jews were)
then the encouragement which Christ gave to these Jewish Parents
then, will not reach to Christian Parents now, to bring their
children to him now, so much as for bodily cures. Suffer (saith
Christ) little children to come unto me, to wit, (say you) for bo-
dily cures, for of such (saith Christ) is the kingdom of Heaven.
True (saith you) such were the children of the Jews. But then
it will follow by your Doctrine, That we Christians are not
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allowed to suffer our children to come to Christ, no not for bodi-
ly cures: for of such at our children be, the kingdom of heaven
is not.

2. A second argument for the Baptism of children may be fetched
from another word of the same Commission given of Christ to
his Apostles. The Commandment is clear there for the bap-
tizing of Disciples. And neither you nor your leaders doubt of
it, that therefore believing Patents are to be Baptized. But what
if it appear in God’s account, and in Scripture phrase, that Pa-
rents themselves are not reputed of God to be baptized, if their
children remain unbaptized? Surely in the old Testament a man
was accounted of God at uncircumcised himself if his children
were uncircumcised, for so it is written in Exod. 12:48. that it a
man will come and keep the Passover, all the males in his house
must be circumcised: and the reason given, is, for no uncircumecised
Person shall eat thereof, which plainly argueth, that a man is
uncircumcised himself, and (as an uncircumcised person) is to be
debarred from the Passover, until all his males be circumcised.
If then our Lord’s Supper come in the room of the Passover,
and our Baptism in the room of Circumcision, look as he that
had not circumcised his males, was accounted at one uncircum-
cised himself, and so to be debarred from the Passover, so he
who hath not baptized his children, is accounted of God, at not
baptized himself, and so to be debarred from the Lord’s Supper.
If therefore you forbid Baptism to children, you evacuate the
Baptism of their Parents, and so make the commandment of God,
and the Commission of the Apostles, and the Baptism of believers
of none effect.

Silvester. “In the Apostles Commission, by Disciples is meant believers, for
“so when the Evangelist Mark recordeth the same Commis-
“sion he rehearseth it thus, Go (saith Christ) into all the world
“and preach the Gospel unto every creature. He that believeth and
“is baptized, shall be saved: he that believeth not shall be damned.
“Mark. 16:15, 16. So that unless children were believers, they
“are not subjects capable of Baptism: no Faith, no Bap-
“tifm.

Silvester. If children have no Faith to be baptized, then have they no
Faith to be saved. For the words of the Apostles commission are
as plain and pregnant for the one as for the other. He that be-
lieveth and is baptized (saith Christ) shall be saved, he that believeth
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not shall be damned, Mark 16:16. If therefore children as being
unbelievers cannot be baptized, then as being unbeliever, they can-
not be saved.

Silvester. “It is very doubtful to me, neither hath the Scripture revealed
“it, that such as die Infants are in a state of salvation; for without
“the hearing of the word no faith, and without faith no salvation.

Silvanus. See what uncomfortable and desperate conclusions these ways of
error drive men unto; Jacob while he was yet in his mother’s womb
was in a state of election, Rom. 9:11, 13. and therefore in a state of
salvation, though he had died then: John Baptist was filled with
the holy Ghost from his mothers womb, Luke 1:17. and if he had
then died, the spirit of life which dwelt in him had quickened him
to immortality. To what end were the children who died Infants
in the old Testament circumcised? what did their circumcision state
to them? Canaan they did never live to see, much less to inherit; if
it did not seal unto them spiritual and saving blessings, it was to
them a seal without a thing signified; what though children do not
receive faith by hearing of the gospel, as the Nations of the Gentiles
do (of whom the Apostle speaketh, in the place whereto you al-
lude:) yet as children can see the light, and be taken with it, and
turn their eyes to it: so the Lord can shine into the dark hearts of
children, and give them faith to see his light, and to be taken and
affected with it, though they never heard of it by the hearing of the
care.

Silvester. “What the Lord can do in enlightening Infants, is a secret
“known to himself; the Lord can even of stones raise up children
“unto Abrabam, Matth. 3:9. In which sense children may also be
“said to be capable of the Spirit; fo wit, as well as stones. But if
“children should be said to be capable of the spirit, so as to com-
“ply with the Spirit in hearing, receiving and believing the Spi-
“rit’s testimony, and so to be capable of regeneration, faith and re-
“pentance, this I deny: and to affirm this to be the way to bring
“persons to the faith by working so upon them by his Spirit in
“their infancy, argueth some ignorance of the true nature and
“work of graces, as the Gospel holdeth it forth.

Silvanus. There is a middle way between both these two, in which God
can and doth convey the spirit of grace unto infants: for neither
are infants so uncapable as stones, (for stones must first have a rea-
sonable soul conveyed into them, before they can be capable of
the spirit of grace, whereas Infants have a reasonable soul already:)
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Neither yet are infants so capable of complying (as you call it)
with the Spirit, as to hear, believe, and repent, yet nevertheless,
Infants being reasonable creatures they are also capable, though
not of apprehending, yet of receiving the holy Ghost from their
mother’s womb: for even then John Baptist was filled with him,
Luke 1:15.

Silvester. “It is one thing to be filled from the mothers womb, with the
“holy Ghost, as John was: another thing to believe, Act. 6:5.
“and 4:31. Secondly, all such so testified of as John was, I shall
“acknowledge; but to affirm that what God testified of John
“Baptist in the womb, holdeth true of all other infants likewise;
“this indeed were weaker then infancy to affirm it, and grosser
“then ignorance to believe it: Job is said to be a guide to the di-
“stressed from his mothers womb, Joh. 31:18. shall it thence be
“concluded, that in his infancy he was a guide to such? or if he
“were so, must it needs follow that all infants are capable guides
“also, because it was so said of him?

Silvanus. To be filled with the holy Ghost, doth always imply thus much
at least, as to be filled with the gifts of the holy Ghost; or if men
had received the gifts of the holy Ghost before, yet when it is said
again, they were filled with the holy Ghost, it implieth they were
filled with a greater and fuller measure of those gifts then before.
And that is the meaning of those places which you quote out of
the Acts; whence it will follow that John being filled with the holy
Ghost from his mother’s womb, was therefore filled with the gifts
of the holy Ghost, as the gift of faith, the gift of wisdom, and
zeal, and patience, &c. Although he was no more able to exercise
them, or put them forth, then he was able to put forth any act of
reason, and yet his soul wanted not the faculty of reason from his
Mother’s womb.

There is no man so weak or ignorant as to believe or affirm that
all infants are in the like sort filled with the holy Ghost, as John
Baptist was. But yet if you believe or affirm that none else were
filled or sanctified with the gifts of the holy Ghost but John Baptist
only, or that all infants are not alike capable of those gifts, as well
as he; I may say as Christ said in another case, You err, because you
know not the Scriptures nor the power of God. David saith, as
of Christ in substance, so of himself in type, Thou didst make
me to hope or trust at my mother’s breasts, Psal. 22:9. Esay saith in
like sort, The Lord hath called me from the womb, Esa. 47:1 and
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the Lord saith the same of Jeremy, I sanctified thee before thou co-
mest forth of the womb, Jer. 1:5. Yea little children are so far
forth capable of receiving the holy Ghost, or (which is all one) the
kingdom of God (for by his Spirit he setteth up hit kingdom in us)
that our Saviour expresseth it generally, that whosoever shall not
receive the kingdom of God as a little child (to wit, as a little child
receiveth it, for so the syntax carrieth it) he shall not enter these in,
Mar. 10:15. What though it be said that faith cometh by
hearing? so his also laid, the Spirit cometh by the hearing of
faith, Gal. 3:2.And yet you see as some have received the Spirit, that
never heard of faith, so the same have received faith, that new
heard the word.

As for Job, the place which you quote, Job 31:18. argueth the like
of him that hath been said of the former, that Job from his mo-
ther’s womb was indued with an indoles or inbred disposition and
affection to pity and succour the fatherless and widow; which
doubtless was wrought in him by the holy Ghost, as all other good
gifts be. And all other infants as well as hear capable of the same
and the like gifts, if the spirit of the Lord be pleased to work them.

Silvester. “1 am not against any that have faith, but am absolutely for
“all that believe, whether infants or others, so that their faith
“appear by such effects as the word of God approveth of. But
“whereas some say, that infants are capable of the Spirit of God,
“and of the grace of the Covenant, though not wrought in the
“same way, and by the same means, yet the same things, and by
“same Spirit, so far as is necessary to union with Christ, and ju-
“stification of life thereby (else children were not elected, nor
“should be raised up in their bodies to life) I wish it may be min-
“ded, that touching union with Christ three things are essential
“to the same.

“1. Gods revealing and tendering of Christ, as the all-sufficient
“and only way to life.

“2. An heart fitly disposed by faith to apprehend and receive
“Christ so tendered.

“3. The spirit of grace uniting and knitting the heart and Christ
“together.

“And this I understand to be that effectual and substantial u-
“nion with Quid: to the justification of life, which the word of
“God approveth of. For justification to life, ever presupposeth the
“parties knowledge of the thing believed, Rom. 10:14. Heb. 11:6.



PROOF-READING DRAFT IS

“Now let this be well examined by the rule of truth, and then
“see how capable infants are of union with Christ, and justifica-
“tion to life thereby. As for some evil consequences, which
“some (to darken and obscure the truth) do say, would follow
“thereupon, that then infants were not erected, nor should then
“their bodies be raised again to life, &c.

“I would first enquire of such, whether infants with reference to
“their nonage, were the subjects of God’s election?

“Secondly, if infants so considered, are capable subjects of glo-
“ry? And if not, as I suppose none will affirm, then why are
“they any more capable of grace then of glory? The word of
“God sheweth, that he hath elected persons to the means, as well
“as to the end, the means being the way unto the end; and that
“was the adoption of sons, to be called, and justified by belie-
“ving on Jesus Christ, Ephes. 1:4, 5. Rom. 8:29, 30. 1 Pet. 1:2.
“2 Thes. 2:13, 14. &c. And to return free obedience unto him a-
“gain; as Rom. 9:23, 24. Ephes. 1:6, 12. And for the raising of
“infants, it it the power of God that raiseth the dead, and not
“union with Christ, 1 Thess. 4:16. And when any of God’s e-
“lect can by the Scriptures be shewed to die in their infancy, then
“it will be granted their bodies are raised to life eternal.

Silvanus. “When you say, you are not against any that have faith, whe-
“ther infants or others, so that their faith appear by such effects
“as the Word approveth. I demand what if their faith appear
not by the effects? is it not enough if it appear by divine testi-
mony? Christ hath said, that of such is the kingdom. And that
all that receive his kingdom, must receive it as little children do,
as hath been shown above; and is not his testimony of their faith
as good an evidence of their faith, as the effects of their faith can
be? As for the 3 things which you would have to be minded as
“essential to union with Christ: The first of them (the revealing
“and tendering of Christ as the all-sufficient and only way of life)
if you mean the revealing and tendering of him by the Ministry
of the gospel, you know the Ministry of the gospel is but an out-
ward instrumental cause of faith, and no outward instrumental
cause is essential to the effect, whether we speak of natural or su-
pernatural effects: certain it is that the spirit of God, who is
the principal cause of faith, though he be wonted to work it by
the Ministry of the Word, yet he can also work it without the Mi-
sery, or else how came the Wise men from the East to seek af-
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ter Chart; and to worship him by the sight of a star? If you say
that was extraordinary, but you speak of ordinary means; that
will not save, for that which is essential to a thing, the thing can-
not be without it, neither ordinarily, nor extraordinarily; a thing
cannot be, and be without his essence, or that which is essential to
it. Besides, Christ speaketh of it as no extraordinary thing for in-
fants to receive the kingdom of God; and they cannot receive it
without Christ, nor without faith in Christ; and yet they never
received either Christ, or faith by their own immediate hearing of
the Word. And for the second thing which you make essential to
union with Christ (an heart fitly disposed by faith to apprehend
and apply Christ:) Be not unwilling to understand that which is
the truth:) The heart is fitly disposed by faith to apprehend or ap-
ply Christ, when faith is begotten in the heart: for by this gift of
faith begotten in us, Christ apprehendeth us; and by the same gift
of faith, the heart is fitly disposed to apprehend Christ, even in
infants, for when faith is wrought in infants, the heart is quickened
with spiritual life, and made a sanctified vessel fit to receive Christ;
which reception of Christ, though it be passive, (as Dr. Ames cal-
leth it, in Chap. 26. de Vocatione, lib. 1. Medulle Theologia) yet it
is all one with regeneration, wherein not infants only, but all
men are passive: which gave the Lord Jesus occasion to say, That
whosoever receiveth not the kingdom of God as a little child, he
can in no wise enter into it, Luke 18:17.

It is true, in men of years, the Spirit (as you speak) worketh
faith by the hearing of the Word, and by revealing and tendering
Christ as the all-sufficient and only way of life. And faith being
wrought, apprehendeth and supplieth Christ, not only habitually
and passively, (as in infants) but actively to the justification of life.
And in such it is true also (which you say) there is ever in the party
a knowledge