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T
Here  h ave  been  th ing s  ( a s  i t  s e eme th )  
reported unto you; 

F i r s t ,  t h a t  w e  r e c e i v e  n o n e  i n t o  
o u r  C h u r c h - f e l l o w s h i p  u n t i l  t h e y  
f i r s t  d i s c l a i m  t h e i r  C h u r c h e s  i n  
E n g l a n d  a s  n o  C h u r c h e s ,  b u t  a s  
l i m b s  o f  t h e  d e v i l ;  n o w,  I  a n s w e r ,  

God forbid,  God forbid:  I t  i s  t r ue,  one Sheba  o f  Bic kry  
b l e w  a  Tr u m p e t  o f  s u c h  a  s e d i t i o u s  S e p a r a t i o n ;  I  
m e a n ,  o n e  M r  W i l l i a m s,  l a t e  Te a c h e r  o f  S a l e m ,  bu t  
h im s e l f  a nd  o th e r s  t h a t  f o l l owed  s t i f f l y  i n  t h a t  way, 
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w h o  w e r e  a l l  e x c o m m u n i c a t e d  o u t  o f  t h e  
C h u r c h  a n d  b a n i s h e d  o u t  o f  t h e  C o m m o n - we a l t h ,  
f o r  m e n  i n  t h a t  w a y  a n d  o f  s u c h  a  s p i r i t  a r e  
wont  no t  on ly  to  renounce  the  Churche s  o f  Eng l and ,  
but  our s  a l so,  because  we he ld  communion wi th  them  
in  Eng land  in  the  th ings  which a re  o f  God;  see  there- 
f o r e  h ow  u n j u s t l y  we  a r e  s l a n d e re d  f o r  r e n o u n c i n g  
c o m mu n i o n ,  w i t h  yo u ,  a s  i s  m e n t i o n e d ,  a n d  f o r  i t  
they  themse lve s  a rc  pun i shed  in  our  Common wea l th ,  
c en su re s  i n  ou r  Churche s ;  f o r  such  An t i ch r i s t i an  ex- 
o rb i tu re s ;  by  th i s  you  may  s e e  t he  Ob j ec t i on  c l e a r l y  
answered.

T h e  s e c o n d  C a l u m ny  i s ,  t h a t  o u r  m e m b e r s  m u s t  
p ro f e s s  t h e i r  r e p e n t a n c e  f o r  a l l  f o r m e r  c o m mu n i o n  
w i th  t he  Churche s  among  you :  Now fo r  t he  an swe r,  
we  p ro f e s s  n o  s u c h  t h i n g s ,  bu t  o n l y  i n  g e n e r a l  s o  
f a r  a s  we  h ave  po l l u t ed  ou r  s e l ve s  w i t h  any  co r r up- 
t ions or inventions of men, or def i led God’s Ordinances  
w i th  any  co r r up t ion  o f  t he i r  own ,  whe reby  you  may  
gather answer from the second Calumny.

The  th i rd  Ca lumny  i s ,  t h a t  we  en t e r  i n to  covenan t  
so l emn ly,  neve r  to  have  communion  wi th  the  p re s en t  
Churche s  o f  Eng l and ,  wherea s  in  t r u th  we  never  have  
such  word s  o r  mean ing  in  any  pa r t  o f  ou r  Covenan t ,  
bu t  t h a t  we  p ro f e s s  t o  wa lk  i n  a l l  t he  Ord inance s  o f  
t h e  L o r d ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  w i l l  r e v e a l e d  i n  h i s  
Word.

O f  t h e  f o u r t h  r e p o r t  yo u  m e n t i o n ,  t h e r e  i s  s o m e  
g round  fo r  i t ,  ou r  p r ac t i ce,  power  indeed  i s  g iven  a - 
mong us to the people to choose their Minister s, so like- 
wi se  to  rece ive  any  member  un to  the  Church  f e l low- 
s h i p,  a n d  t o  j o i n  i n  t h e  e x c o m mu n i c a t i o n  o f  s u c h  
a s  g row scanda lous ,  which  ye t  i s  ve r y  r a re.  Among us  
through the goodnes s  o f  God scarce  two or  three  have  
b e e n  e x c o m mu n i c a t e d  o u t  o f  o u r  C h u rc h e s ,  w h i c h  
i s  more  fo r  re j e c t ing  communion  wi th  the  Churche s ,  
than for  any other  cr ime:  I t  i s  t r ue a l so,  that  we a l low  
a ny  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C h u rc h  t o  c o m p l a i n  o f  a n  o f -
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s en s e  g iven  h im  by  any  b ro the r,  i f  a  p r iva t e  way  o f  
Admon i t ion  a cco rd ing  to  the  r u l e  have  no t  re fo r med  
h i m ,  M a t t h .  18 : 17.  o u t  t h a t  h a t h  f a l l e n  o u t  v e r y  
s e l dom s i n c e  I  c ame  h i t h e r,  f o r  ough t  I  h ave  he a rd ,  
e i t h e r  i n  o u r  ow n  o r  o t h e r  C h u r c h e s ,  t h e y  m u c h  
w ro n g  b o t h  yo u  a n d  u s  w h o  t o l d  yo u  t h a t  M a s t e r  
Wil s on  was  su spended  f rom h i s  Min i s t r y  fo r  h i s  Jour- 
ney in to Eng land?  or  for  any Communion he had wi th  
the  Churche s  the re ;  no r  to  my  remembrance  d id  any  
o f  the  Bre th ren  que s t ion  h im about  i t ,  t i l l  o f  h imse l f  
he  began  to  g ive  some account  o f  h i s  j ou r ney  to  the  
C h u r c h ,  a n d  t h e n  i n d e e d  t wo  o r  t h r e e  g r a ve  a n d  
godly men des i red him to c lear  a  pas sage or  two;  f i r s t ,  
h ow  h e  c o u l d  l e ave  t h e  w h o l e  C o n g re g a t i o n  a b ove  
t we l ve  m o n t h s  t og e t h e r  w i t h o u t  t h e i r  c o n s e n t ,  a n d  
how he  cou ld  l e ave  h i s  wi f e  ( a s  I  remember )  wi thout  
he r  consent ;  to  both  which  he  gave  a  s a t i s f ac tor y  an- 
swer,  and was  not  a t  a l l  su spended by the Church,  but  
o f  h imse l f  h e  f o rbe a r  one  d ay,  o r  a t  t h e  l e a s t  h a l f  a  
d ay,  t i l l  h e  h a d  d e c l a r e d  b o t h  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r s ;  t h a t  
w h i c h  yo u  a d d  o f  g r a c e  a n d  g i f t s  o f  C h r i s t ,  o r  o f  
h i s  p r e s e n c e  i n  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  h i s  s e r va n t s  a m o n g  
you ,  we  w i l l i ng l y  &  th ank fu l l y  a cknowledge,  and  do  
profe s s ,  tha t  the  hope which most  o f  us  have obta ined  
o f  the  common s a lva t ion  wee  rece ived  f rom the  prea- 
c h i n g  o f  G o d s  f a i t h f u l  M i n i s t e r s  a m o n g  yo u ,  we  
cannot ,  we dare not deny to Bles se  the  Womb whi c h ba re  
u s,  and the  Paps  whi c h  gave  u s  su c k ;  and long may these  
L i gh t s  s h i n e  among  you ,  w i t h  a l l  p e a c e,  pu r i t y,  a nd  
power, Amen.

W h a t  yo u  s p e a k  o f  S e p a r a t i s t s  a n d  B row n i s t s ;  we  
g ene r a l l y  he re  do  con s en t  w i th  you ,  t h a t  t he  b i t t e r - 
n e s s  o f  S e p a r a t i o n  w h e r e by  m e n  d o e  n o t  o n l y  c u t  
themse lve s  f rom the  invent ions  o f  men,  bu t  a l so  f rom  
the Ordinances  o f  God,  and fe l lowship of  h i s  se r vant s ;  
f o r  who  so  h ave  done,  t hey  neve r  we re  b l e s s ed  w i th  
peace: As for those scruples you pray me to weigh with- 
out  p re jud ice,  we  here  doe  consent  wi th  you there in , 
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only there is a passage or two which I crave leave to ex- 
pla in my se l f  in f i r s t  that  you say our Pastor Mr Wilson  
a f f i r m s  a m o n g  yo u  t h a t  we  d i d  n o t  f o l l ow  C a l v i n ’s  
p la t for m as  an Epi scopa l  he sa i th ,  he doth not  remem- 
ber  any  such word to  have  f a l l en  f rom him,  on ly  thus  
mu c h  h e  c o n f e s s e t h ,  a s  we  d o  a l l  h e re ,  t h a t  we  d o  
no t  t r an s a c t  a l l  t h i ng s  s o  re s e r ved l y  i n  a  con s i s t o r y,  
b u t  t h o u g h  w e  b e  p r e b e s t a r y,  d o  p r e p a r e  a l l  
t h i n g s  f o r  t h e  C h u r c h ,  ye t  we  t r a n s a c t  n o  p u b l i c  
a c t ,  b u t  i n  t h e i r  p r e s e n c e ,  a n d  w i t h  t h e i r  c o n - 
s en t s ,  un l e s s  any  o f  t he i r  b re th ren  c an  g ive  a  re a son  
f rom the  Scr ip ture  to  the  contra r y,  or  some bet ter  in- 
t e l l i g e n c e  o f  h i s  ow n ,  w h i c h  l a t t e r  s o m e t i m e s  f a l l s  
ou t ;  s e cond l y,  wha t  you  s p e ak  o f  p rophe s y i ng ,  n e ed  
not  s ay  much o f  i t ,  i t  i s  ver y  war i ly  u sed  here,  un le s s  
i t  be  in  ab sence,  and  weakene s s  o f  Min i s t e r s ,  and  fo r  
any abuse here in a l low i t  not ,  but  d i s l ike i t  a s  you do:  
N ow  yo u  h ave  s h ewe d  s o  mu c h  f o r  t o  i n q u i r e  t h e  
t r u th  o f  the se  ma t t e r s ,  I  p r ay  you  in fo r m o the r s  a l so  
wha t  an swer  you  have  rece ived ,  wh ich  wi l l  be  a  fu r - 
ther  te s t imony o f  your  love ;  pray  for  u s ,  a s  we do for  
you, so taking leave I rest,

Your unworthy weak  
Brother in Christ,  

John Cotton.
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Questions put to such as are admitted to  
the Church-Fellowship. 

HO w  i t  p l e a t e d  G o d  t o  wo r k  i n  t h e m ,  t o  b r i n g  
them home to  Chr i s t ,  whe ther  the  l aw have  con- 

v i n c e d  t h e m  o f  s i n ,  h ow  t h e  L o rd  h a t h  wo n  t h e m  
to  deny  themse lve s  and  the i r  own r i gh t eou sne s s ,  and  
to re ly  on the r ighteousnes s  o f  Chr i s t ,  then they make  
a  b r i e f  con fe s s ion ,  o r  e l s e  an  an swer  to  a  f ew que s t i - 
on s  abou t  t h e  ma in  f undamen t a l  po in t s  o f  Re l i g i on ,  
tha t  i t  may appear  indeed whether  they be competent- 
ly  endued with the knowledge of  the t r uth,  and sound  
in  the  f a i th ,  and  about  the  Godhead ,  the  Tr in i ty,  the  
wo rk ,  ou r  f i r s t  e s t a t e  o f  i nnocency,  t h e  f a l l  ou r  re - 
dempt ion ,  Chr i s t  h i s  Na tu re s ,  h i s  Of f i c e s ,  F a i th ,  the  
S a c r a m e n t s ,  t h e  C h u rc h ,  t h e  R e s u r r e c t i o n ,  t h e  l a s t  
j udgemen t ,  s u ch  a s  eve r y  Chr i s t i an  man  i s  bound  to  
l e a r n  and  g ive  a ccoun t  o f ;  we  re fu s e  none  fo r  weak- 
n e s s ,  e i t h e r  know l edge  o r  g r a c e,  i f  t h e  who l e  b e  i n  
them,  and  tha t  any  o f  the  Church  can  g ive  t e s t imony  
o f  the i r  Chr i s t i an  and s incere  a f fec t ions ,  and then the  
C h u r c h  c o n t e n t i n g  t o  t h e i r  a d m i s s i o n ,  o n e  o f  t h e  
E lde r s  p ropounded  to  the  pa r ty,  the  covenan t  tha t  he  
mus t  en te r  in to  wi th  God and  the  Church ,  whereun- 
to  the  pa r t y  exp re s s l y  covenan t s ,  t hen  i s  re c ip roca l l y  
r e c e i v e d  t h e  C h u r c h e s  c o v e n a n t  b a c k  a g a i n  
by  t h e  vo i c e  o f  t h e  e l d e r .  Th i s  i s  a l l  t h e  s e c re t  we  
have  among u s ,  ne i the r  have  we  any  more  s ec re t  c a r - 
r iage,  than thi s  which no godly man that  ever  came o- 
ver  to  u s  have  ever  d i s l iked ,  you come not  more  wi l - 
l i n g l y  t o  h ave  commun ion  w i t h  u s ,  t h en  we  re c e ive  
you, upon no harder terms then have been declared.

The Covenant itself. 

SInce it hath pleased God to move you brethren to hold for th  
the r ight hand of fel lowship, It is your par t, and that which 
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I  am to  r equ i r e  o f  you in  the  name o f  the  Lord ,  and o f  h i s  
Chu r c h ,  b e f o r e  you  c an  b e  admi t t ed  t h e r eun t o  whe th e r  you  
be wil l ing to enter a holy Covenant with God, and with them  
and by the  g ra c e  and he lp  o f  Chr i s t  be  wi l l ing  to  deny your  
se l f,  and a l l  your  fo rmer  po l lu t ions,  and co r rupt ions,  where in  
in any sor t you have walked, and so to give up your self to the  
Lord Jesus, making him your only pr ies t  and atonement, your  
on ly  p r o f i t ,  you r  on ly  gu i d e  and  King,  and  Lawg i ve r,  and  
to walk before him in all professed subjections unto all his holy  
Ord inance,  a c co rd ing  to  the  ru l e  o f  the  Gospe l ,  and to  wa lk  
toge ther  wi th his  Church and the members  thereo f  in brother- 
ly love,  and mutual  edi f i ca t ion and suc cour ac cording to God;  
then do I  a l so promise unto you in the name o f  th i s  Church,  
that by the help of  Chr is t ,  we l ikewise wi l l  walk towards you  
i n  a l l  b r o t h e r ly  l o v e  and  h o ly  wa t c h f u l n e s s  t o  t h e  mu tua l  
bui ld ing,  up one o f  another  in the f e l lowship o f  the  Lord Je- 
sus, Amen, Amen. 

FINIS.


