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PREFACE. 

This volume consists pr incipally of Sermons preached 
at different times and on var ious occasions, and printed 

s i n g l y.  T h e y  we r e  a l l  p u b l i s h e d  b y  r e q u e s t ;  b u t 
t h e  m o n t h l y  r ev i ewe r s ,  s o m e  ye a r s  a g o,  s a i d  t h ey 
cou ld  neve r  l e a r n  who th i s  publ i she r  wa s ,  o r  where 
h e  l ived :  and  i t  h a s  b e en  o f t en  s h rewd l y  s u s p e c t ed 
tha t  in  the se  ca se s  no g rea t  impor tuni ty  was  u sed  on 
t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  Pe t i t i on e r s ,  o r  n e ed ed  on  t h e  s i d e 
of the Author.

Hackneyed, however,  and a lmost fut i le as  such a rea- 
son for publ icat ion has  now become, i t  i s  t rue that  a l l 
these  Di scour se s  were  reques ted to  be  publ i shed;  nor 
wou ld  one  o f  t h em h ave  p a s s ed  f rom the  Pu l p i t  t o 
the  Pres s  but  for  the  expres sed des i re  o f  those  whose 
number or  qua l i ty  rendered the i r  appl ica t ion respect- 
able and influential.

T h e  nu m b e r  o f  t h o s e  w h o  r e a d  s i n g l e ^  S e r m o n s 
i s  f r e quen t l y  no  mo re  e x t en s ive  t h an  t h e  c i r c l e  o f 
those  who hear  them:  and ,  a s  the  c i rcumstance s  tha t 
ca l l  for  the i r  publ ica t ion are  commonly loca l  and in- 
d iv i dua l  and  t empor a r y,  s u ch  D i s cou r s e s  a re  ne a r l y 
ephemera l ;  and  shou ld  they  be  fo r tuna t e  enough  to 
su r v ive  t he  p re a che r ’s  vo i c e,  a  f ew  week s  g ene r a l l y 
c on s i g n s  t h em  t o  n e g l e c t  a nd  f o r g e t f u l n e s s  among 
the lumber of the closet or the library.

The re  i s  a n  e x c i t emen t  p roduced  by  t h e  d e l ive r y 
o f  a  d i scour se,  e spec ia l ly  i f  the  preacher ’s  manner  be 
f avourab l e,  wh ich  i t  i s  d i f f i cu l t  to  f ee l  ag a in  in  the
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pe r u s a l ,  even  under  the  advan t age  o f  recen t  hea r ing 
and  f re s hne s s  o f  remembr ance.  Wha t  t h en  c an  j u s - 
t i fy  an author in col lect ing together  a  var ie ty  of  Dis- 
cour ses ,  the produce of  year s  gone by,  and present ing 
them again before the public?

Bu t  t o  numbe r s  o f  t h e  pub l i c  now ,  many  o f  t h e s e 
Ser mons wi l l  be ent i re ly new, and so f ar  wi l l  be upon 
a  leve l  with f resh di scour ses  cont inua l ly  for thcoming. 
The subject s  of  some of  them, too,  are of  genera l  and 
p e r p e t u a l  i m p o r t a n c e .  S o m e  a r e  ye t  l e f t  w h o  w i l l 
f ee l  in te re s ted  in  the  Ser mons  which a t tempt  an  im- 
p rovement  o f  be reav ing  p rov idence s ,  a s  they  wi l l  be 
rem inded  by  t hem o f  t ho s e  mour n fu l  s e a son s  when 
t h e y  h e a r d  t h e m ,  a n d  s i g h e d ,  “ L ove r  a n d  f r i e n d 
has t  thou put  f a r  f rom me,  and my acqua intance in to 
darkness.”

To which may be added,  that  severa l  of  the Author’s 
bre thren have wr i t ten and spec i f ied some of  the  Dis- 
cour se s ,  which they  hope wi l l  not  be  omi t ted  in  the 
co l l ec t ion ;  and  ba s ing  the i r  de s i re  on  the i r  be l i e f  o f 
t he i r  ad ap t a t i on  to  p a r t i cu l a r  u s e fu lne s s .—Such  a re 
the Discourses which bear on the Ministry.

The  Se r mon s  a re  no t  a r r anged  a c co rd ing  t o  t h e i r 
d a t e s ,  o r  any  o the r  r u l e  o f  o rde r,  t hough  some  re - 
gard has been had to var iety.

Bath, 1843.
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THE  
MUTUAL DUTIES OF HUSBANDS AND WIVES: 

A SERMON, 
OCCASIONED BY THE 

MARRIAGE OF R— S—, ESQ., 

OF M—. 

PREACHED 

IN ARGYLE CHAPEL, BATH, 

AUGUST 16, 1801. 

“I will he have myself wisely in a perfect way; O when wilt thou  
come unto me? I will walk within my house with a perfect heart.  
I will set no evil thing before mine eyes: I hate the work of them  
that turn aside, it shall not cleave to me,”—Psalm ci. 2, 3. 



2	 the mutual duties of husbands and wives�

ADVERTISEMENT.

It may be asked—Why is this Sermon published?
The Author has never been afraid to preach on practical 

subjects. He despises the charge of legality, and exceed- 
ingly dislikes the exclusive application of the term evan- 
gelical to doctr inal preaching.

He has also been accustomed to seize events,  and cir- 
cumstances, as they ar ise, to enliven attention, and diver- 
sify public instruction.—His much-esteemed fr iend, whose 
name he has been compelled to suppress in the title-page, 
having engaged to wor ship in his  cong regation, on the 
Sabbath previous to his espousals with an amiable young 
Female,  who had res ided some months in the Author’s 
family—he resolved to select a portion of Scr ipture suit- 
able to the occas ion.  The occas ion was par t icular,  but 
the subject was general; he therefore enlarged, and deli- 
vered the following Discourse.

The same day he received a press ing sol icitat ion from 
his fr iend to publish; soon after ar r ived a request, signed 
by a number of his people, in the name of the rest. The 
Author respects their judgment, and owes much to their 
kindness and esteem. The peculiar delicacy and elegance 
with which these applications are drawn up would induce 
him to expose them at  length,  did not their  f la t ter ing 
relation to himself forbid.

I t  i s  hoped the Ser mon wi l l  appear  impar t ia l .  I t  was 
de l ivered  wi thout  fea r,  and wi thout  f l a t te r y.  Long a s 
t h e  d i s cou r s e  w i l l  b e  f ound ,  i t  wa s  a l l  s poken ;  t h e 
Preacher desir ing the audience to exercise a l i t t le more 
pa t ience  than usua l .  He chose  to  addre s s  both  a t  the 
same time, rather than reserve the duties of either husband 
or  wi fe  to another  oppor tuni ty.  As  the Author a lways 
preaches without notes,  and had wr itten only a general 
sketch of the subject,  some few words and phrases may 
differ from those delivered in the pulpit; but the sense is 
completely, and the language nearly the same.

Bath, August 24, 1801.
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THE  
MUTUAL DUTIES OF HUSBANDS AND WIVES.

“Likewise, ye wives be in subjection to your own husbands, 
that i f  any obey not the word, they also may without the 
word be won by the conversation of the wives.

“While they behold your chaste conversation coupled with 
fear.

“Whose adorning, let i t  not be that outward adorning, of 
plait ing the hair, and of wear ing of gold, or of putting on 
of apparel:

“But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is 
no t  co r rupt ibl e,  even the  o r nament  o f  a  meek and quie t 
spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price.

“For after this manner in the old time, the holy women also 
who t rusted in God adorned themselves, being in subjec- 
tion unto their own husbands:

“Even as Sarah obeyed Abraham, cal l ing him lord: whose 
daughters ye are as long as ye do well, and are not afraid 
with any amazement.

“Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to know- 
l edge,  g i v ing  honour  un to  the  w i f e  a s  un to  the  weake r 
vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of li fe; that 
your prayers be not hindered.”—1 Pet. iii. 1–7.

The  Gover nor  o f  the  un ive r s e  i s  pe r pe tua l l y  va r y- 
ing ,  and  de te r min ing  our  du t i e s  by  the  d i spen sa t ion 
o f  h i s  p rov idence,  the  cond i t i on s  i n  wh ich  he  f i xe s 
u s ,  a nd  t h e  c onnex i on s  h e  l e a d s  u s  t o  f o r m .  Thu s 
the  who l e  Sc r i p tu re  i s  ex amined  in  succe s s i on ,  and 
ever y  t r u th  o f  the  Gospe l  ob ta in s  an  app l i ca t ion  ap- 
propriate and impressive.
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Mar r i age  i s  an  in s t i t u t ion  o f  pecu l i a r  impor t ance : 
i t  i s  o f  d iv ine ordinat ion,  and a lmost  coeva l  wi th the 
e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  h u m a n  r a c e ; — i t  i s  t h e  o r i g i n  o f 
f ami l i e s ,  t he  sou rce  o f  the  con t inuance  and  we l f a re 
o f  n a t i o n s ; — i t  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  m a n  f ro m  t h e  b r u t e 
c r e a t i o n ,  e x c l u d e s  t h e  d i s o rd e r s  o f  l i c e n t i o u s n e s s , 
a nd  ch e r i s h e s  t h e  swee t e s t  a f f e c t i on s  o f  t h e  h e a r t . 
The re  i s  no  un ion ,  t he  qua l i t y  o f  wh i ch  i s  s o  i n t i - 
mate,  the obl iga t ion of  which i s  so b inding,  the con- 
s equence s  o f  wh ich  a re  so  momentou s .  I t  even  su r - 
p a s s e s  n a t u r a l  r e l a t i on ;  “ a nd  f o r  t h i s  c a u s e  s h a l l  a 
man leave  h i s  f a ther  and h i s  mother,  and c leave  unto 
hi s  wi fe,  and they two sha l l  be one f le sh;  what  there- 
f o r e  G o d  h a t h  j o i n e d  t o g e t h e r  l e t  n o t  m a n  p u t 
asunder.”

H e n c e  t h e  o p i n i o n  o f  t h o s e  w h o  wo u l d  e i t h e r 
ban i sh  o r  deg r ade  mar r i age  ha s  a lway s  been  he ld  by 
t h e  w i s e  a nd  t h e  v i r t uou s  a s  a  s e n t imen t  t h e  mo s t 
v i le  and in jur ious ,  equa l ly  des t r uct ive  o f  mora l s ,  and 
s o c i a l  h app i n e s s .  Hence,  many  o f  t h e  ph i l o s ophe r s 
and  l eg i s l a to r s ,  even  in  the  hea then wor ld ,  were  pe- 
cul ia r ly  so l ic i tous  to es tabl i sh ,  to sanct ion,  to encou- 
r a g e ,  a nd  t o  r e gu l a t e  t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n .  B u t  i n  t h i s , 
a s  we l l  a s  i n  eve r y  o the r  i n s t ance  f avour ab l e  to  the 
we l f a re  o f  mank ind ,  t he  “Gospe l  o f  ou r  s a l va t i on  ” 
h a s  t h e  p re - em inence.  I t  c l a s s e s  t h e  p roh ib i t i on  o f 
the  ord inance wi th  “ the  doct r ine  o f  dev i l s ,”—assure s 
u s  “ m a r r i a g e  i s  h o n o u r a b l e  i n  a l l ” — l e a d s  u s  b a c k 
to  i t s  commencement  in  pa r ad i s e—render s  the  bond 
i n d i s s o l u b l e — p l a c e s  i t  u n d e r  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f 
h e ave n — t a ke s  f r o m  i t  a n  i m a g e  t o  p r e f i g u r e  t h e 
un ion  o f  Chr i s t  and  h i s  peop l e—and  o f t en  make s  i t 
t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  i n s t r u c t i o n .  I t  h a s  g i ve n 
us  adv ice,  i t  ha s  g iven us  l aw—and where  i s  th i s  l aw
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so  beaut i fu l ly  and l a rge ly  expre s sed  a s  in  the  pa s s age 
I hold up to view this morning?

Part  I . — I n  t h e  d e l i n e a t i o n  o f  t h e  d u t i e s  r e s u l t - 
ing  f rom mar r i age,  our  d iv ine  Ins t r uc tor  beg ins  wi th 
wive s—and to animate thei r  a t tent ion to the ru les  he 
p re s c r i b e s ,  h e  r e m i n d s  t h e m  o f  t h e  p ro b a b i l i t y  o f 
t h e i r  u s e f u l n e s s  t o  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s  i n  a  c a s e  o f  a l l 
o t h e r s  t h e  m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g :  “ I f  a ny  o b ey  n o t  t h e 
word, they may, without the word, be won.”

Rel ig ion  i s  no t  a lways  un iver s a l ,  even  in  sma l l  de- 
t a ched  po r t ion s  o f  soc i e t y.  In  the  s ame  hou se  the re 
may  be  an  he i r  o f  g lo r y  and  a  son  o f  pe rd i t ion ,  na- 
t u r a l  a l l i ance  and  s p i r i t u a l  d i s un ion ,  pe r son s  l iv i ng 
t oge the r  i n  t h i s  wo r l d  b e tween  whom,  i n  e t e r n i t y, 
there will be “a great gulph fixed.”

The  in s t ance  o f  in f ide l i t y  and  ungod l ine s s  i s  t aken 
f rom  t h e  man ;  a nd  t h e  Apo s t l e  ma r k s  t h e  p i e t y  o f 
t h e  w i f e  r a t h e r  t h a n  o f  t h e  h u s b a n d .  I s  t h i s  m e n - 
t i oned  w i thou t  de s i gn ?  Do  no t  h i s to r y,  expe r i ence, 
a nd  ob s e r va t i on ,  f avou r  t h e  p rob ab i l i t y ?  Have  no t 
women in a l l  denominat ions ,  in  a l l  ages ,  in  a l l  coun- 
t r i e s ,  i n  a l l  r ank s ,  -been  more  d i s po s ed  to  re l i g i on 
t h a n  m e n ?  F ro m  h ow  m a ny  v i c e s  a r e  f e m a l e s  r e - 
s t r a i n e d  by  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  w h i c h  b e a r  m u c h  l e s s 
f o r c i b l y  o n  t h e  m i n d s  o f  m e n ?  W h o  d e p e n d s  s o 
much  on  op in ion  and  e s t eem,  o r  f ee l s  so  many  mo- 
t i ve s  t o  p r e s e r ve  r e p u t a t i o n  u n b l e m i s h e d ?  D e n i e d 
so of ten the l iber ty of  divulg ing their  emotions .  Who 
s o  r e a d y  t o  s e i z e  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  p r aye r ,  a n d  t o 
“pou r  ou t  t h e  h e a r t  b e f o re  God ?” Who  s o  s u s c ep - 
t i b l e  o f  l ive l y  impre s s ion s ?  Who f ee l s  so  power fu l l y 
t h e  t h r i l l i n g  o f  s ympa t hy,  o r  me l t s  down  s o  e a s i l y
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i n to  a l l  t he  t ende r ne s s e s  o f  benevo l ence ?  Whi l e  we 
th ink ,  t hey  f e e l—whi l e  we  de l i b e r a t e,  t hey  re l i eve. 
Wha t  woman  wa s  eve r  d e s t i t u t e  o f  commi s e r a t i on ? 
I t  was  not  a  woman tha t  unfee l ing ly  “ looked on,” or 
“p a s s e d  by  on  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,” when  t h e  poo r  t r a - 
ve l l e r  l ay  wo u n d e d ,  b l e e d i n g ,  h a l f - d e a d .  W h o  s o 
accustomed to se l f-denia l ,  the f i r s t ,  the la s t  le s son,  in 
t h e  s c h o o l  o f  C h r i s t ?  W h o  f e e l s  s u c h  v i c i s s i t u d e s 
of  hea l th,  or  pas ses  through scenes  of  pain and hazard 
s o  a d a p t e d  t o  e x c i t e  a n  e n t i r e  d e p e n d e n c e  u p o n 
G o d ,  a n d  t o  awa ke n  s o l e m n  t h o u g h t  by  b r i n g i n g 
a n o t h e r  wo r l d  n e a r e r  t h e  v i ew ?  L e s s  o c c u p i e d  i n 
t h e  d i s t r a c t i n g  conc e r n s  o f  bu s i n e s s ,  s h e  h a s  mo re 
t ime  fo r  so l i tude  and  re f l ec t ion .  Her  genera l  sphe re 
o f  ac t ion  i s  much more  p rop i t ious  to  innocency  and 
d evo t i o n ;  h e r  j oy s  a r e  m o re  i m m e d i a t e l y  d e r i ve d 
f ro m  h e r  v i r t u e s ;  h o m e  i s  t h e  c h i e f  p l a c e  o f  h e r 
amusemen t s ;  t he  t ende re s t  c a re s  o f  n a tu re  cha r m a s 
we l l  a s  e m p l oy  h e r .  T h e  m o t h e r  i s  h a p py  t o  p re s s 
to  her  l ip s  and to  her  bosom the  babe  she  ha s  bor ne 
—to  f e e l  t h e  s t rok i n g  h and  o f  h e r  s u ck l i n g  a t  h e r 
b rea s t—to s i t  by  the  c r ad le  o f  he r  in f an t  daughte r— 
to  v i ew f rom the  window the  man ly  exp lo i t s  o f  he r 
boy—or

—“Delightful task, to rear the tender thought.  
To teach the young idea how to shoot,  
To pour the fresh instruction o’er the mind,  
To breathe th’ enlivening spir it, and to fix 
The generous purpose in the glowing breast.”—

Hence,  how o f t en  do  we  see  the  s i s t e r  t r ave l l ing  a 
road in  which her  brother  re fu se s  to  accompany her ; 
and  the  wi fe,  l iv ing  under  the  power  o f  the  Gospe l , 
wh i l e  t h e  hu s b and  n eg l e c t s  t o  h e a r ,  o r  h e a r s  w i t h
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i nd i f f e rence.  I t  we re  i ndeed  t o  be  w i shed  t h a t  re a l 
Chr is t ians would never contract  a f f ini ty with the ir re- 
l i g i ou s :  t h ey  a re  r e qu i re d  t o  “ma r r y  i n  t h e  Lo rd .” 
The  nece s s i t y  o f  t h i s  l aw  i s  mo re  t h an  j u s t i f i e d  by 
t h e  d i s c o rd s  a n d  m i s e r i e s  i n  w h i c h  t h o s e  i nvo l ve 
themse lve s  who re fu se  to  be  gover ned  by  i t .  There- 
fo re  no countenance  i s  here  g iven  to  the  prac t i ce  o f 
be ing  “unequa l l y  yoked  toge the r  w i th  unbe l i eve r s .” 
B u t  a  c h a n g e  m ay  b e  e f f e c t e d  s u b s e q u e n t  t o  m a r - 
r i age ;  the  wi fe  may become re l ig ious  whi le  the  hus- 
b and  rema in s  a  s t r ange r,  o r  a  f oe.  Now,  th a t  wh i ch 
s hou l d  p reven t  ma r r i a g e  i s  no t  t o  d i s s o l ve  i t .  The 
re l a t i on  con t i nue s ;  and  the  w i f e,  s o  f a r  f rom be ing 
ab so l ved  f rom he r  ob l i g a t i on ,  i s  f u r n i s h ed  w i t h  an 
add i t iona l  mot ive  to  d i s cha rge  i t .  “For  wha t  know- 
e s t  t hou ,  O w i f e,  whe the r  t hou  sh a l t  s ave  t hy  hu s - 
b and ?” Le t  i t  e x c i t e  a l l  t hy  conce r n .  The  s a l va t i on 
o f  a  s o u l !  t h e  s a l va t i o n  o f  a  h u s b a n d !  o f  o n e  e n - 
deared by so many t ies !—O lose not each other in the 
“ va l l ey  o f  t h e  s h a d ow  o f  d e a t h .” L e t  yo u r  f r i e n d - 
sh ip  sur v ive  the  de so l a t ions  o f  t ime,  and be  renewed 
t o  i n f i n i t e  a d va n t a g e  b eyo n d  t h e  g r ave .  T h i n k ,  O 
wi f e,  o f  the  happ ine s s—the  honour  tha t  awa i t s  you . 
What  i s  the  t r iumph you have  acqu i red  over  h im by 
yo u r  c h a r m s  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  t h e  v i c t o r y  yo u  w i l l 
o b t a i n  ove r  h i m  by  yo u r  r e l i g i o n ?  W h a t  p l e a s u r e 
w i l l  a t t e n d  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  yo u r  d ay s — n ow  yo u 
a re  “o f  one  h e a r t  a nd  o f  one  m ind  now  you  “ t a ke 
swe e t  c o u n s e l  t og e t h e r ? ” T h e  p r i v i l e g e d  l a n g u a g e 
o f  p r aye r  now i s  ou r  Fa the r—of  eve r y  mot ion  made 
“ to  go  and  seek  the  Lord  o f  Hos t s ,” the re  i s  a  ready 
a c c e p t a n c e — “ I  w i l l  g o  a l s o .” A n d  w h a t  w i l l  “ b e 
your  joy  and  c rown o f  re jo i c ing” in  tha t  d ay  when , 
b e f o re  a s s e m b l e d  m e n  a n d  a n g e l s ,  h e  w i l l  s ay,  “ O
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b l e s s e d  b e  t h e  P rov i d e n c e  w h i c h  a t t a c h e d  u s  i n 
yonder  wor ld ,  and  ha s  s t i l l  more  pe r f ec t l y  un i t ed  u s 
i n  t h i s ! ” “The  woman  thou  g ave s t  t o  be  w i th  me  ” 
l ed  me  no t  t o  “ the  t re e  o f  know ledge  o f  good  and 
ev i l ,” bu t  to  the  “ t ree  o f  l i f e,  wh ich  i s  in  the  mid s t 
of the paradise of God.”

To encourage  tho se  who f ee l  the  pa in fu l  a f f l i c t ion 
of  ungodly re lat ions ,  I  would observe that ,  u l t imately, 
we  s e l dom s e e  one  i nd iv i du a l  on l y  i n  a  hou s eho l d 
c a l l ed  by  g r a ce.  She  may  have  the  honour  o f  be ing 
t h e  f i r s t  f r u i t s ;  b u t  m o r e  c o m m o n l y  f o l l ow.  S h e 
may  b e  l ong  e xe rc i s e d  b e f o re  a ny  f avou r ab l e  i nd i - 
c a t i o n s  a p p e a r — bu t  h ow  o f t e n  a t  l a s t  a r e  a l l  h e r 
p r aye r s  h e a r d ,  a n d  h e r  e n d e avo u r s  c row n e d  w i t h 
s u c c e s s .  P r e j u d i c e s  t h e  m o s t  i nve t e r a t e  g r a d u a l l y 
g ive  way ;  e a ch  i s  s u cce s s ive l y  d i s po s ed  to  he a r,  t i l l 
we see  them a l l  “going to  the  house  o f  God in  com- 
p a ny.” I t  i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  p e r s o n s  t o  b e  m u c h 
together,  even in the exerci ses  of  common fr iendship, 
wi thout  impre s s ion  and  e f f ec t :  we  soon imbibe  each 
o ther ’s  d i spos i t ions ,  and  a s s imi l a te :  “he  tha t  wa lke th 
w i t h  w i s e  m e n  s h a l l  b e  w i s e ,  a n d  a  c o m p a n i o n  o f 
f o o l s  s h a l l  b e  d e s t r oye d .” B u t  o f  a l l  t h e  c a u s e s 
which for m our  manner s  none opera te  so  power fu l ly 
a s  f ema l e  i n t e rcou r s e .  I f  con f i n ed  en t i re l y  t o  t h e i r 
c ompany  we  b e come  e f f em in a t e—i f  c on s t a n t l y  e x - 
c luded f rom i t  we contract  a  roughness  of  temper and 
a  n e g l i g e n c e  o f  p e r s o n ;  o u r  b e h av i o u r  a s s u m e s  a 
r uder  for m,  our  vo ice  a  har sher  tone ;  our  sensa t ions 
a r e  l e s s  d e l i c a t e ,  o u r  p a s s i o n s  m o r e  b r u t a l .  W h o 
h a s  s o  m a ny  ave nu e s  t o  t h e  h e a r t  a s  a  wo m a n ? — 
W h a t  i n f l u e n c e  a f f e c t s  l i k e  h e r s ?  B y  m e a n s  o f  a 
c o n n e x i o n  t h e  m o s t  a t t r a c t i ve ,  a n  i n t e r c o u r s e  t h e 
most  f amil iar—the per suas ion of  words,  the e loquence
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o f  t e a r s ,  a n  e x a m p l e  t h e  m o s t  l ove l y,  a n d  a lway s 
p l aced  in  v ie iv—a wi fe  ha s  a  thousand oppor tun i t i e s 
o f  removing prepos se s s ions ,  o f  f ix ing  impre s s ions ,  o f 
e n g a g i n g  a t t e n t i o n ,  o f  i n s i nu a t i n g  g o o d n e s s .  T h e 
Gospe l  was  spread over  a  l a rge propor t ion of  Europe, 
and e s t abl i shed in  severa l  count r ie s  where  i t  p reva i l s 
to thi s  day,  chief ly by women, who, not sa t i s f ied with 
g a in ing  th rone s  by  the i r  cha r ms ,  rende red  the i r  a t - 
t rac t ions  subser v ient  to  the i r  re l ig ion,  and drew over 
mona rch s  t o  t h e  Ch r i s t i a n  f a i t h .  The s e  a re  pub l i c , 
sp lendid  achievement s ,  immor ta l i zed in  h i s tor y.  How 
many pr ivate  ins tances  of  th i s  sanct i f ied inf luence are 
t h e re  unknown  t o  t h e  wo r l d ,  bu t  re co rded  “ i n  t h e 
b o o k  o f  G o d ’s  r e m e m b r a n c e .” A n d  i f ,  my  s i s t e r s , 
you r  ex amp l e  s u c ceed s  i n  t h e  conve r s i on  o f  a  hu s - 
band  f rom i r re l i g ion ,  sha l l  i t  no t  be  e f f ec tua l  to  re- 
c l a im h im f rom in fe r io r  mi s t ake s  and  impropr i e t i e s ? 
S h a l l  i t  n o t  a d va n c e  g o d l i n e s s  w h e re  i t  i s  a l r e a d y 
f o u n d ?  Wa r m  i t  w h e r e  i t  i s  c h i l l e d ?  Po l i s h  i t 
whe re  i t  i s  rough ?  And—Fin i s h  i t  whe re  i t  i s  ou t - 
line?

A n d  h ow  i s  a l l  t h i s  t o  b e  a c c o m p l i s h e d ?  N o t  by 
eccentr ic  e f for t s—not  by s ta r t ing out  o f  your  sphere, 
bu t  by  exempl i fy ing  re l i g ion  a s  you move  order ly  in 
i t—not  by  p re a ch ing ,  bu t  by  l iv ing—addre s s i ng  the 
eye  r a t h e r  t h an  t h e  e a r—emp loy i n g  t h e  e l o quen c e 
which  f lows  f rom sub jec t ion ,  conver s a t ion ,  cha s t i t y, 
and fea r—the manner  in  which you ador n your se lve s 
—the models you design to imitate.

1.  Noth ing  wi l l  inc rea se  your  in f luence  and  secure 
you r  u s e fu lne s s  more  t h an  “be ing  i n  sub j ection  to 
your  own husbands .” Thi s  must ,  doubt le s s ,  be  l imi ted 
and  qua l i f i e d .  I f  t h e  d emand s  o f  a  hu sb and  oppo s e 
t h e  w i l l  o f  G o d ,  yo u  a re  p re - e n g a g e d  by  a  l aw  o f
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un ive r s a l  ope r a t ion ,  and  “ought  to  obey  God r a the r 
t h a n  m a n .” I n  o t h e r  c a s e s ,  p e r h a p s ,  i t  w i l l  n o t  b e 
s o  e a s y  t o  f u r n i s h  e x c e p t i o n s .  “ T h e r e f o r e ,  a s  t h e 
church i s  sub jec t  unto  Chr i s t ,  so  l e t  the  wives  be  to 
their own husbands in every thing.”

There  i s  a  gene r a l  r u l e,  the  sp i r i t  o f  wh ich  wou ld 
e a s i l y  s e t t l e  eve r y  re l a t ive  c l a im :  “ submi t t ing  your - 
s e l ve s  o n e  t o  a n o t h e r  i n  t h e  f e a r  o f  G o d .” B u t  i t 
cannot  be denied,  tha t  a  pecul ia r  subject ion i s  in  the 
Scr ip ture s  requi red  o f  the  wi fe—not  indeed the  sub- 
mi s s i on  o f  s l ave s  to  the i r  ma s t e r s ,  o r  o f  sub j e c t s  t o 
t h e i r  s ove re i gn ,  o r  even  o f  ch i l d ren  t o  a  f a t h e r.  I t 
has  more of  equal i ty  in i t—accords  with the idea of  a 
he l pe r,  compan ion ,  f r i end—sp r ing s  o r i g i n a l l y  f rom 
choice—and i s  acquiesced in for  the sake of  propr iety 
a nd  a d van t a g e .  To r  none  o f  t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n s  o f 
God  a re  c ap r i c i ou s :  a l l  a re  f ounded  i n  re a s on ,  and 
a l l  are des igned to promote both individual  and socia l 
we l f a re.  I n  t h i s  re gu l a t i on  h a s  God  a c t ed  p a r t i a l l y ? 
Has  he  s ac r i f i ced  the  happ ines s  o f  the  woman to  the 
d i g n i t y  o f  t h e  m a n ?  H a s  h e  n o t  e q u a l l y  r e g a rd e d 
the  in t e re s t  o f  the  w i f e,  the  ch i l d ren ,  and  the  con- 
nex ion s ?  I n  a l l  commun i t i e s ,  whe the r  more  o r  l e s s 
ex ten s ive,  the re  can  be  no  happ ine s s  wi thout  peace, 
no peace without  order,  no order  wi thout  subordina- 
t ion ,  no subord ina t ion wi thout  sub jec t ion .  Per petua l 
s t r i f e  wou l d  o r i g i n a t e  f rom  equ a l i t y,  o r  c o n t e s t e d 
s u p e r i o r i t y.  N u m b e r l e s s  c o n t e n t i o n s  wo u l d  a r i s e 
f rom d ive r s i t y  o f  v i ews ,  f rom d i f f e rence  o f  t empe r, 
and per ver se  adherence  to  oppos i te  p l ans ,  de s t roy ing 
t he  h a r mony  and  t r anqu i l l i t y  o f  f am i l i e s .  The  on l y 
method  by  which  the se  d i so rde r s  c an  be  e i the r  p re- 
c l uded  o r  removed  i s  by  e s t a b l i s h i ng  p re - em inence 
and author i ty,  and enjo in ing submis s ion and acquies-
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cence.  Th i s  be ing  ind i spen s ab l y  nece s s a r y,  t he  on ly 
qu e s t i on  i s .  Whe re  s h a l l  t h e  powe r  o f  d e c i s i on  h e 
lodged?

From many cons idera t ions ,  expres s ive  o f  the  Divine 
wil l ,  the Scr ipture as s igns thi s  prerogat ive to the man. 
W i t n e s s  t h e  p r i o r i t y  o f  h i s  c r e a t i o n :  “ Fo r  A d a m 
wa s  f i r s t  f o r m e d ,  t h e n  E ve .” Wi t n e s s  t h e  m a n n e r 
i n  wh i ch  he  de r ived  h i s  b e ing :  “The  man  i s  no t  o f 
t h e  wo m a n ,  bu t  t h e  wo m a n  o f  t h e  m a n .” Wi t n e s s 
h i s  d e s t i ny :  “Fo r  t h e  man  wa s  no t  c re a t e d  f o r  t h e 
wo m a n ,  b u t  t h e  wo m a n  f o r  t h e  m a n .” “ A n d  t h e 
Lord  s a id ,  i t  i s  not  good for  man to  be  a lone,  I  wi l l 
make  h im  a  h e l p  mee t  f o r  h im .” Wi t n e s s  h i s  r e l a - 
t i on :  “The  man  i s  the  image  and  g lo r y  o f  God ,  bu t 
t h e  wo m a n  i s  t h e  g l o r y  o f  t h e  m a n .” Wi t n e s s  t h e 
e n t r a n c e  o f  s i n :  “Ad am  wa s  no t  d e c e ived ,  bu t  t h e 
woman ,  b e i n g  d e c e ived ,  wa s  i n  t h e  t r a n s g re s s i on .” 
Witnes s  the maledict ion denounced upon the woman: 
“ T hy  d e s i r e  s h a l l  b e  t o  t hy  h u s b a n d ,  a n d  h e  s h a l l 
r u l e  ove r  t h e e .” The re  wa s  no t h i ng  o r i g i n a l l y  l i ke 
a  cu r s e  in  th i s  demand .  In  Pa r ad i s e  no th ing  oppre s - 
s i ve  o r  u n r e a s o n a b l e  wo u l d  h ave  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e 
requ i s i t i on ;  and  no th ing  mor t i f y ing  wou ld  have  a t - 
t e nded  t h e  p e r f o r manc e.  Bu t  t h e  f a l l  h a s  s h ed  t h e 
po i son—s in  ha s  rende red  i t  i r k some.  The  woman  i s 
d i s inc l ined to  obey,  whi le  the  man i s  o f ten absurd in 
h i s  d e s i gn s ,  c ap r i c i ou s  i n  h i s  t empe r,  t y r ann i c a l  i n 
h i s  c l a ims ,  and  deg r ad ing  in  h i s  au tho r i t y.  Bu t ,  my 
s i s t e r s ,  whi l e  you have  rea son ,  much rea son to  com- 
pla in ,  remember,  i t  i s  the consequence of  s in ,  the s in 
o f  you r  own  s e x .  Tu r n  t h e  cu r s e  i n t o  a  b l e s s i n g— 
d e r i v e  r e a l  h o n o u r  f r o m  s e e m i n g  d i s g r a c e .  Yo u 
cannot dispense with this  subject ion without opposing 
t h e  e xp re s s  w i l l  o f  God ,  a nd  v i o l a t i n g  t h e  l aw s  o f
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mar r i age  to  wh ich  you  have  acceded  by  a  vo lun t a r y 
engagement,  and promised obedience in a  manner the 
most solemn.

2 .  M u c h  d e p e n d s  u p o n  y o u r  “ c o n v e r s at i o n.” 
By th i s  you are  to under s tand a l l  your  behaviour,  the 
whole  cour se  o f  your  l ive s .  L i t t l e  i s  to  be  done by  a 
s i n g l e  a c t i on ,  o r  a n  i nd iv i du a l  s o l i t a r y  e x c e l l e n c e, 
whi le other things in the character,  so f ar  f rom aiding 
i t s  imp re s s i on s ,  c oun t e r a c t  i t s  t e ndency  o r  ma r  i t s 
e f f e c t s .  T h e re  i s  a  c o n n e x i o n  b e t we e n  d u t i e s  a n d 
v i r t u e s :  t h ey  en l iven  and  en fo rc e ;  t h ey  s u s t a i n  and 
re commend  e a ch  o the r.  The  s t reng th  o f  t h i s  mo r a l 
chain to draw, depends upon the concatenat ion of  the 
l inks ;  and  the  force  o f  th i s  sp i r i tua l  beauty  to  s t r ike 
and  c ap t iva t e  re su l t s  f rom the  un ion ,  h a r mony,  and 
p ro p o r t i o n  o f  a l l  t h e  l i n e a m e n t s .  O n e  h a n d s o m e 
f e a tu re,  a l l  s u r rounded  w i th  ug l i n e s s ,  wou ld  exc i t e 
disgust, or render the deformity the more observable.

3.  Your  conve r s a t i on  i s  t o  be  a lway s  d i s t i ngu i shed 
by  “chastity  and  f ear ,” and  t he s e  a re  t o  be  “cou- 
pled.” How natural, how necessary the alliance!

The  Apo s t l e  d e ems  i t  n e ed l e s s  t o  d e s c end  t o  t h e 
g ros snes s  of  v ice,  or  actua l  in f ract ion of  the mar r iage 
coven an t .  He  wou l d  i n t ima t e  t h a t  whe re  t h e re  a re 
no such inf amous deg radat ions in your sex,  there may 
be  an  audac i ty  o f  countenance,  a  bo ldnes s  o f  look,  a 
lev i ty  of  d i scour se,  a  f reedom of  manner s ,  a  forward- 
ness  of  behaviour,  a  cha l leng ing,  obtrus ive,  advancing 
a i r — ve r y  u n b e c o m i n g  t h e  s a c r e d  d e c o r u m  w h i c h 
shou ld  appea r  in  a l l  the  f ema le  cha rac te r.  He  the re- 
f o r e  r e q u i r e s  f e a r .” I t  i n t e n d s  t h e  r e v e r s e  o f 
eve r y th ing  s een  in  too  many  o f  our  moder n  f ema le s 
— d i f f i d e n c e ,  b a s h f u l n e s s ;  t h e  b l u s h i n g  o f  r e s e r ve ; 
t h e  t r e mu l o u s  r e t i r i n g  o f  m o d e s t y ;  t h e  s e n s a t i o n
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which, ar ises from the union of innocency and danger ; 
t h e  c a re f u l n e s s  wh i ch  l e a d s  you  t o  “ avo i d  t h e  a p - 
p e a r a n c e  o f  e v i l ; ” t h e  a p p r e h e n s i o n ,  t h a t  t o  b e 
su spec t ed  i s  a lmos t  a s  b ad  a s  t o  be  gu i l t y ;  t he  p r u- 
dence which keeps you f ar,  very f ar  f rom the extremi- 
t i e s  o f  pe r mi s s ion ;  the  v ig i l ance  which  d i s ce r n s  and 
a n n o u n c e s  d a n g e r  w h i l e  ye t  a  g r e a t  way  o f f ;  t h e 
cau t ion  tha t  never  su f f e r s  the  outguard s  to  be  ca l l ed 
i n ,  o r  t h e  enemy  to  app ro a ch  even  ne a r  enough  to 
r e c o n n o i t r e .  T h i s ,  my  f a i r  h e a r e r s ,  w i l l  d i f f u s e  a 
g lor y over  you,  which never  f a i l s  to char m, and upon 
all the glory will be a defence.

4 .  M u c h  d e p e n d s  o n  t h e  m a n n e r  i n  w h i c h  yo u 
a do r n  you r s e l ve s :  whe th e r  you  a ppe a r  t h e  vo t a r i e s 
o f  van i t y ;  o r  p r i z e  your  sou l s ;  improve  your  mind s ; 
a n d  g ove r n  yo u r  t e m p e r s .  “ W h o s e  adorn i ng,  l e t 
i t  not  be  tha t  outward ador ning,  o f  p la i t ing the ha i r, 
and  o f  wear ing  o f  go ld ,  o r  o f  pu t t ing  on  o f  appare l : 
bu t  l e t  i t  b e  t h e  h i d d e n  m a n  o f  t h e  h e a r t  i n  t h a t 
w h i c h  i s  n o t  c o r r u p t i b l e ;  eve n  t h e  o r n a m e n t  o f  a 
meek  and  qu ie t  sp i r i t ,  wh ich  i s  in  the  s i gh t  o f  God 
of great pr ice.”

T h e  s e x  w h i c h  r e n d e r e d  c l o t h i n g  n e c e s s a r y  h a s 
a lway s  been  too  much  d i spo sed  to  g lo r y  in  the  me- 
m o r i a l  o f  o u r  s h a m e .  Wo m e n  h ave  n o t  t h e  s a m e 
med i ums  o f  a dd re s s  w i t h  men .  They  mu s t  s u c c e ed 
b y  m e a n s  m o r e  s i l e n t  a n d  d i s g u i s e d .  D i s c ove r y 
wo u l d  o f t e n  f r u s t r a t e  i n t e n t i o n .  T h ey  k n ow  t h e i r 
fo rce  l i e s  in  the i r  beauty,  and se i ze  dre s s  a s  an  aux i- 
l i a r y :  t h ey  i n c re a s e  n a t u r a l  a t t r a c t i on s  by  a r t i f i c i a l 
a s s i s t ance.  “Can  a  ma id  f o r ge t  he r  o r n amen t s ,  o r  a 
br ide her attire.”

Peter  knows what  i s  too charac ter i s t i ca l  in  the  sex . 
W h a t  h e  d e s p a i r s  t o  a l t e r  h e  l a b o u r s  t o  i m p rove .
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Wo m e n  mu st  b e  f i n e ;  w i l l  b e  f i n e — h e  i n d u l g e s 
them;  on ly  tur n ing the i r  a t tent ion f rom exter na l  de- 
c o r a t i o n  t o  i n t e r n a l  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t .  N o t  t h a t  h e 
fo rb id s  a  p rope r  a t t en t ion  to  the  body :  no th ing  c an 
be  so  de sp icable  and  d i sgus t ing  a s  a  s l a t t e r n ;  though 
i t  ha s  been remarked,  tha t  a  propens i ty  to  i t  i s  o f ten 
found  connec ted  wi th  a  l ove  o f  f i ne r y.  The  body  i s 
t h e  wo r k  o f  G o d — t h e  s t r u c t u r e  i s  “ f e a r f u l l y  a n d 
wonde r f u l l y  made ; ” i t  i s  a  p a r t  o f  ou r  n a t u re—bu t 
i t  i s  t h e  i n f e r i o r  p a r t ;  and  t h i s  s hou ld  regu l a t e  t he 
d e g r e e  o f  a t t e n t i o n .  A  wo m a n  o f  g o o d  s e n s e  w i l l 
a lway s  po s s e s s  a  be t t e r  s t anda rd  o f  d re s s  in  he r  own 
taste than is to be derived from any precise rules.

S h e  w i l l  avo i d  w h a t eve r  wo u l d  a p p e a r  l i g h t  a n d 
wan ton .  The  a pp a re l  o f  “ a  woman  p ro f e s s i n g  god - 
l i n e s s ” s hou l d  no t  b e  t h e  a t t i re  o f  a  woman  o f  t h e 
wo r l d ,  mu c h  l e s s  “ t h e  a t t i r e  o f  a  h a r l o t .” Fe m a l e s 
somet imes  wea r  a  l abe l  on  which  indecency  and  in- 
de l i cacy  a re  wr i t ten ,  and then appear  to  be  o f fended 
b e c a u s e  o b s e r ve r s  c a n  r e a d .  I  wo u l d  n o t  a l way s 
in fer  too much of  the d i spos i t ion f rom these  outward 
h int s—but  in  the  name of  a  blush ,  on what  pr inc ip le 
c an  we  exp l a in  the  inven t ion  or  adopt ion  o f  ce r t a in 
modes? I descr ibe nothing.

S h e  w i l l  b ewa r e  o f  e x c e e d i n g  h e r  r a n k  a n d  h e r 
c i rcumstance s ,  o r  even o f  reduc ing  her  means  o f  be- 
n e f i c en c e .  Sh a l l  I  h e re  ava i l  my s e l f  o f  t h e  s e a s on ? 
How many  mi se r ab l e  ob jec t s  a re  the re  a round  you  Î 
Wha t  an  in su l t  on  the  wre t chedne s s  o f  t he  t ime s  i s 
t h e  d r e s s  o f  m a n y  e x t r a v a g a n t  f e m a l e s !  M y  f a i r 
h e a r e r s ,  e s c a p e  t h i s  c e n s u r e .  R e m e m b e r  D o r c a s ; 
e n t e r  yo n d e r  “ u p p e r  c h a m b e r ” — s e e  t h e  “ w i d ow s 
s t a n d i n g  a n d  we e p i n g ,  a n d  s h ow i n g  t h e  c o a t s  a n d 
ga r ment s  which  she  made whi le  she  was  wi th  them.”
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Wha t  wi l l  a f fo rd  yon  mos t  p l e a su re  when  you  come 
to die—the recol lect ion of the proper ty you employed 
in c lothing the naked,  or  of  that  which you expended 
o n  c o s t l y  f o l l y ?  W h a t  s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  r e s u l t i n g  f ro m 
the  app l au se  o f  f ine r y,  c an  equa l  the  joy  o f  benevo- 
l ence  a  f ema le  f ee l s ,  whi l e  mov ing  among the  t ea r s , 
p r a ye r s ,  a n d  b e n e d i c t i o n s  o f  g r a t i t u d e ? — “ W h e n 
t h e  e a r  h e a r d  m e ,  t h e n  i t  b l e s s e d  m e — a n d  w h e n 
the eye saw me, it gave witness unto me.”

She  w i l l  keep  i t  f rom eng ro s s i ng  too  much  o f  the 
mind;  she  wi l l  not  su f fe r  i t  to  be  e i ther  her  bus ine s s 
or  de l ight—she wi l l  not  render  her se l f  re spons ible  a t 
the  ba r  o f  God fo r  the  awfu l  was te  o f  hour s ,  weeks , 
mon th s—sha l l  I  a dd ,  ye a r s !  d e t a ched  f rom a  l i f e  a s 
shor t as  i t  i s  impor tant,  and the whole of which ought 
to be redeemed!

T h e  a p o s t l e  s p e a k s  c o m p a r a t i v e l y.  H e  w o u l d 
t e a c h  wo m e n  t h a t  t h ey  h ave  s o u l s — t h a t  t h ey  a r e 
made  capable  o f  g rea te r  beau ty  than  the  body  y ie ld s 
— t h a t  t h ey  o u g h t  t o  a d o r n  t h e  m i n d — t h a t  t h e i r 
endeavour s  to  decora te  the i r  per sons  shou ld  be  in f i - 
n i t e l y  s u r p a s s e d  by  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  i n t e l l e c t u a l 
a c comp l i shmen t s—tha t  t hey  shou ld  be  amb i t i ou s  o f 
mora l  endowment s ,  and ,  above  a l l  th ing s ,  pay  an  a t - 
t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  “ h eart ” — Fo r  w h a t  a r e  t a l e n t s  u n - 
s a n c t i f i e d ? — “ K n ow l e d g e  p u f f e t h  u p,  b u t  c h a r i t y 
ed i f i e th .”—What  a re  no t ion s  the  mos t  sub l ime,  and 
s en t imen t s  t h e  mo s t  a dm i red ,  i f  t h e  d i s po s i t i on  b e 
no t  unde r  t h e  b i a s  o f  re l i g i on ?  How de f e c t ive  w i l l 
the  whole  f igure  appear,  wi thout  “ the or nament  o f  a 
m e e k  and  qu i e t  s p i r i t ? ” — W h a t  s o  u n s i g h t l y,  s o 
odious,  as  a  discontented, f ret ful ,  foaming, bois terous, 
s c o l d i n g  woman ?  “A  con t i nu a l  d ropp i n g  i n  a  ve r y 
r a i ny  d ay  a nd  a  c on t en t i ou s  woman  a re  a l i ke .” “ I t
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i s  be t t e r  to  dwe l l  in  the  cor ner  o f  a  house- top  than 
w i t h  a  b r aw l i n g  wo m a n  i n  a  w i d e  h o u s e .” “ I t  i s 
bet ter  to dwel l  in  the wi lder nes s  than with a  conten- 
t i o u s  a n d  a n  a n g r y  wo m a n .  W h o s o  h i d e t h  h e r , 
h ide th  the  wind and the  o in tment  o f  h i s  r igh t  hand , 
t h a t  b ewr aye th  i t s e l f .” The  Gr a c e s  we re  f ema l e :  s o 
we re  the  Fu r i e s  t oo.  Much  depend s  on  the  cu l t iva - 
t i o n  o f  t h e  m i n d ;  m o r e  o n  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  t h e 
temper.  The neces s i ty  o f  th i s  qua l i f i ca t ion,  in  f ami ly 
connex ion ,  i s  i n conce ivab l e .  I n  manag ing  t he  con- 
ce r n s  o f  a  hou seho ld ,  how many  th ing s  w i l l  pe r pe- 
tual ly ar ise to disappoint, to ruff le, to unhinge, to vex, 
a n d  t o  p rovo ke ! — T h e s e  r e q u i r e  t h e  c o m m a n d  o f 
t e m p e r .  A n d  t h e r e  a r e  w ive s ,  a n d  t h e r e  a r e  w ive s 
in thi s  a s sembly,  who in “pat ience posses s  their  soul s” 
—who can fee l ,  but  reta in their  composure—who can 
ca lmly  remons t ra te,  but  know not  to  ins i s t—who can 
y i e l d  a nd  a c commoda t e—who  a re  “no t  e a s i l y  p ro - 
vo ke d ” — bu t  “ e a s i l y  i n t r e a t e d : ” w h o  a r e  d i s p o s e d 
r a t h e r  t o  e n d u re  t h a n  c o m p l a i n — a n d  t o  s u f f e r  i n 
secret, rather than disturb others with their gr ief.

S u f f e r  m e  t h e n ,  my  f a i r  h e a r e r s ,  t o  r e c o m m e n d 
t h i s  e x ch ang e ,  t h i s  p re f e re n c e  o f  d e c o r a t i on .  L i ke 
“ t h e  k i n g ’s  d a u g h t e r ,  b e  a l l  g l o r i o u s  w i t h i n .” L e t 
t h e  B i b l e  b e  t h e  m i r ro r  a t  w h i c h  yo u  d r e s s ;  a n d 
w h i l e  o t h e r s  a r e  we i g h t i l y  e n g a g e d  i n  c a t c h i n g  a 
f a s h i on ,  o r  a d j u s t i ng  a  cu r l ,  l e t  t h e  ob j e c t  o f  you r 
cu l t iva t i on  b e  t h e  unde r s t a nd i ng ,  t h e  memor y,  t h e 
w i l l ,  t h e  a f f e c t i on s ,  t h e  con s c i ence.  Le t  no  p a r t  o f 
t h i s  i n t e r n a l  c re a t i on  b e  un ado r n ed :  l e t  i t  s p a r k l e 
w i th  the  d i amond s  o f  w i sdom,  o f  p r udence,  o f  hu- 
m i l i t y,  o f  g e n t l e n e s s .  T h e s e  o r n a m e n t s  a l o n e  w i l l 
con f e r  d i gn i t y,  and  p repa re  f o r  u s e fu lne s s .  I f  d e s t i - 
tu t e  o f  the s e,  c an  you  imag ine  i t  po s s i b l e  to  ob t a in
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re a l ,  du r a b l e  re g a rd ?  Need  you  b e  t o l d ,  t h a t  t h e s e 
s k i n -d e ep  p e r f e c t i on s ,  t h e s e  e x t e r i o r  s e n s e l e s s  a p - 
p e n d a g e s ,  i m p l y  n o  e x c e l l e n c y  i n  t h e  we a re r ,  a n d 
a r e  o n l y  a d m i r e d  by  t h e  we a k ,  o r  t h e  wo r t h l e s s ? 
Are you ignorant that  men often despise a soul  lodged 
in  a  fo r m they  adore,  and  admi re  nonsen se,  becau se 
i t  i s  pou red  f rom hand some  l i p s ?  A re  you  de s i gned 
f o r  t oy s ,  o r  r a t i o n a l  b e i n g s ?  t h e  p l ay t h i n g s  o f  t h e 
s e n s e s ,  o r  i m p rov i n g  c o m p a n i o n s ?  Wo u l d  yo u  i n 
company  keep  your  hu sband s  on  tho r n s ,  wh i l e  they 
wish you to be seen,  and hope you wi l l  not  be heard; 
knowing  how much more  l ike ly  you a re  to  s t r ike  by 
t h e  qu a l i t y  a nd  p a t t e r n  o f  you r  robe s ,  t h an  by  t h e 
i n s i p i d i t y  a n d  i n a n i t y  o f  yo u r  d i s c o u r s e ? — A d o r n 
your se lve s  in  the  newes t  mode,  in  the  r i che s t  a t t i re, 
p l a i t  yo u r  h a i r ,  d e c k  yo u r s e l ve s  w i t h  p e a r l s — w i l l 
t h e s e  rende r  you  va l u ab l e ?—Wi l l  t h e s e  qu a l i f y  you 
to manage the concerns of a f amily,  “to g ive a por t ion 
to  your  ma iden s ,” to  t r a in  up  your  ch i l d  in  w i sdom 
and  v i r t u e,  t o  b e  a  h e l p  mee t  f o r  you r  hu sb and !— 
What !  a re  you  endued  wi th  re a son  and  immor t a l i t y, 
only  to be enamoured with a  p iece of  embroider y,  or 
t o  p ay  yo u r  d evo t i o n s  t o  t h e  c o l o u r  o f  s i l k ? — A re 
you subl imely resolved never,  never to leave the world 
o f  f an s ,  and  en te r  the  reg ion  o f  i n t e l l i g ence  and  o f 
mind?

T h e s e  d e c o r a t i o n s  a r e  “ n o t  c o r ru p t i b l e .” A l l 
o t h e r  o r n a m e n t s  “ p e r i s h  i n  t h e  u s i n g .” A l l  o t h e r 
a t t i re  g ive s  p l a c e  t o  t he  s h roud .  “Beau t y  con sume s 
away  l i ke  a  mo th”—the  s p a rk l i ng  eye  “ i s  c l o s ed  i n 
d a r k n e s s ” — t h e  b o d y  i s  “ l a i d  i n  t h e  g r ave — d e a t h 
s h a l l  f e e d  u p o n  i t .” T h e  c h a r m e r,  l o o k i n g  i n  va i n 
for  admirer s ,  s ays  to  cor rupt ion,  Thou ar t  my f a ther : 
to  the  wor m.  Thou a r t  my mother  and  my s i s t e r.”—



18	 the mutual duties of husbands and wives�

18

P ro l ong  l i f e .  Acc i d en t s  may  d i s f i gu re ,  a nd  d i s e a s e s 
c o r ro d e . — H ow  q u i c k l y  t i m e  c h a n g e s  t h e  c o u n t e - 
nance !—How t r an s i en t  the  empi re  o f  co lour s  and  o f 
t in t s !—How soon wr ink le s  and gaudy a t t i re  d i s ag ree ! 
—Hav ing  l a i d  i n  no  s tock  o f  men t a l  i n f l uence,  and 
s obe r  en t e r t a i nmen t  a g a i n s t  t h e  ev i l  d ay,  wha t  b e - 
c o m e s  o f  t h e s e  d e l i g h t f u l  c r e a t u re s ? — A  f ew  ye a r s 
reduces  them to ins igni f icance,  leaving them only the 
humi l i a t i ng  c l a ims  o f  p i t y,  o r  the  unce r t a in  re tu r n s 
o f  g r a t i tude.  Bu t  an  accompl i shed  p iou s  woman can 
never be the object  of  neglect ;  she wi l l  a t t ract  not ice, 
and confer  happines s ,  even when descending into the 
v a l e  o f  ye a r s .  T h e  r a v a g e s  o f  t i m e  c a n n o t  r e a c h 
the  sou l :  dea th  cannot  s t r ip  o f f  the  hab i t s  o f  immor- 
t a l i ty :  i t  wi l l  on ly  change her  “ f rom g lor y  to  g lor y ;” 
on ly  move her  f rom ear th ,  unwor thy o f  her  cont inu- 
ance,  and place her among “the innumerable company 
of angels.”

I n  a d o r n i n g  o u r s e l ve s ,  t h e  o p i n i o n  o f  o t h e r s  i s 
ve r y  i n f l u en t i a l ;  e s p ec i a l l y  i f  t h e  admi re r s  d i s cove r 
t a s t e,  po s s e s s  sway,  o r  c an  g ive  l aw to  f a sh ion .  Th i s 
d e co r a t i on  “ i s  i n  t h e  s i gh t  o f  God  o f  g re a t  p r i c e .” 
“ N o t ” s h e  “ w h o  c o m m e n d e t h  h e r s e l f  i s  a p p rove d , 
b u t  w h o m  t h e  L o r d  c o m m e n d e t h .” W h a t  i s  “ t h e 
h o n o u r  t h a t  c o m e t h  f r o m  m a n ? ” H ow  wave r i n g , 
h ow  va i n ,  h ow  d e b a s i n g ! — B u t  “ t h e  h o n o u r  t h a t 
c o m e t h  f ro m  G o d  o n l y,” i s  p u r i f y i n g ,  s a t i s f y i n g , 
endu r ing .  I t  i s  impo s s i b l e  t o  f e e l  a  comp l a cency  in 
ou r s e l ve s ,  wh i l e  con s c i ou s  t h a t  we  a re  d i s e s t e emed 
by a  Being of  in f in i te  wisdom, exce l lency,  and good- 
n e s s .  H i s  “ j udgmen t  i s  a lway s  a c co rd i ng  t o  t r u t h .” 
“ I n  h i s  f a vo u r  i s  l i f e ; ” o n  h i s  a p p l a u s e  o u r  h a p - 
p ine s s  d epend s—and  in  va in  we  app roach  h im w i th 
any  o f  t ho s e  d i s t i n c t i on s  wh i ch  d a z z l e  and  de ce ive
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m a n k i n d ;  f o r  “ t h e  L o r d  t a k e t h  p l e a s u r e ” o n l y 
“ i n  t h e m  t h a t  f e a r  h i m ,  i n  t h e m  t h a t  h o p e  i n  h i s 
mercy.”

5 .  M u c h  d e p e n d s  o n  t h e  m o d e l s  yo u  c h o o s e  f o r 
imi ta t ion .  The apos t l e  would  have  you confor m,  not 
to the f lutterer s of f ashion, not to the tr i f ler s  of a day, 
who  l i ve  on l y  t o  p l e a s e ,  a nd  d e r ive  a l l  t h e i r  c on - 
s e qu en c e  f rom  van i t y—hu t  a n  i l l u s t r i ou s  c ompany 
o f  f ema le  wor th ie s ,  who d rew toward s  them the  eye 
o f  God ,  who  s e r ved  t h e i r  g en e r a t i on  a c co rd i n g  t o 
h i s  w i l l—who ob t a ined  a  d i s t i ngu i shed  p l a ce  in  the 
anna l s  o f  i n sp i r a t i on—whose  n ame s  h ave  been  l ong 
g l o r i f i e d ,  a n d  w i l l  b e  “ h a d  i n  eve r l a s t i n g  r e m e m - 
b r a n c e .” “ A  g r a c i o u s  wo m a n  r e t a i n e t h  h o n o u r .” 
“Favour  i s  dece i t fu l  and beauty  i s  va in ,  but  a  woman 
tha t  f e a re th  the  Lord ,  she  sha l l  be  p r a i s ed :  g ive  he r 
of the fruit  of her hands,  and let her own works praise 
her  in  the  ga te s .”—“For  a f te r  th i s  manner  in  the  o ld 
time, the holy women who also trusted in God adorned 
themselves,  being in subjection to their own husbands: 
e ve n  a s  S a r a h  o b eye d  A b r a h a m ,  c a l l i n g  h i m  l o rd , 
who s e  d augh t e r s  ye  a re  a s  l ong  a s  ye  do  we l l ,  a nd 
a r e  n o t  a f r a i d  w i t h  a ny  a m a z e m e n t .” T h e  h o n o u r 
of this  a l l iance awaits  you—however infer ior in ta lents 
—however  obscure in your s ta t ions—however  poor in 
your  c i rcums tance s—here  i s  a  pa s s age,  by  which  you 
may  obta in  a  p l ace  in  th i s  g lo r ious  a s s embly,  and  s i t 
down  by  t h e  s i d e  o f  a  Lyd i a ,  a  Ma r y,  a  Hannah ,  a 
D e b o r a h ,  a  S a r a h ,  “ i n  t h e  k i n g d o m  o f  G o d .” Fo r 
by  wha t  a re  t he s e  p iou s  women  d i s t i ngu i shed ?—By 
exce l l enc i e s  wh i ch  f a l l  w i th in  t he  re a ch  o f  g ene r a l 
im i t a t i on—by  p re f e r r i n g  t h e  s ou l  t o  t h e  body—by 
meekne s s  and  gen t l ene s s—by mode s ty  and  re s e r ve— 
by a ready submiss ion to the demands of their s tat ions. 
—Thu s  S a r ah ,  t hough  o f  t h e  s ame  f am i l y  w i t h  h e r
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1 .  Yo u  a r e  t o  “ dwe l l  w i t h  t h e m  accord i ng  to 
k nowle dg e .” T h i s  i n t e n d s  n o t h i n g  l e s s  t h a n  r e s i - 
dence,  opposed to absence and roving.  I t  i s  absurd for 
those  who have  no prospec t  o f  cohab i t a t ion to  ente r 
th i s  s t a te,  and those  who are  a l ready in  i t  should not 
b e  unne c e s s a r i l y  a b ro ad .  C i rcums t a n c e s  o f  va r i ou s 
k inds  wi l l  doubt le s s  render  occas iona l  excur s ions  un- 
avoidable ;  but  l e t  a  man re tur n a s  soon a s  the  des ign 
o f  h i s  a b s ence  i s  a c comp l i s h ed ,  and  l e t  h im  a lway s 
t r ave l  w i th  the  word s  o f  So lomon  in  h i s  m ind ,  “As 
a  b i rd  tha t  wandereth f rom her  nes t ,  so  i s  a  man tha t 
wande re t h  f rom  h i s  p l a c e .” Can  a  ma n  wh i l e  f ro m 
home di scharge  the  dut ie s  he  owes  to  h i s  household? 
C a n  h e  d i s c i p l i n e  h i s  c h i l d r e n ?  C a n  h e  m a i n t a i n 
the  wor sh ip  o f  God in  h i s  f ami ly ?—I know i t  i s  the 
duty  o f  the  wi fe  to  l ead  the  devot ion in  the  ab sence 
o f  the  husband;  and she  shou ld  t ake  i t  up  a s  a  c ro s s , 
i f  no t  f o r  t he  t ime  a s  a  p r iv i l e ge.  Tew howeve r  a re 
t hu s  d i s po s ed ,  and  hence  one  o f  t h e  s anc tu a r i e s  o f 
God, for weeks and months together, is shut up.

I  am sor r y to say,  that  there are some husbands who 
seem fonder of  any society than the company of  their 
w i ve s .  I t  a p p e a r s  i n  t h e  d i s p o s a l  o f  t h e i r  l e i s u r e 
h o u r s .  H ow  f ew  o f  t h e s e  a r e  a p p ro p r i a t e d ,  t o  t h e 
w i f e !  The  even i n g s  a re  t h e  mo s t  dome s t i c  p e r i od s 
o f  t h e  d ay.  To  t he s e  t h e  w i f e  i s  p e cu l i a r l y  en t i t l e d 
— s h e  i s  n ow  m o s t  f r e e  f ro m  h e r  nu m e ro u s  c a r e s , 
and  mos t  a t  l i b e r t y  t o  en joy  re ad ing  and  conve r s a - 
t i on .  I t  i s  a  s a d  re f l e c t i on  upon  a  man  when  he  i s 
f o n d  o f  s p e n d i n g  h i s  e ve n i n g s  a b ro a d .  I t  i m p l i e s 
something bad, it forebodes something worse.

Bu t  t hough  t h e  a po s t l e  i n t end s  no th i ng  l e s s  t h an 
re s i d ence,  h e  d e s i gn s  much  more.  Re s i d ence  i s  re - 
q u i r e d  w i t h  a  v i ew  t o  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  a l l  t h e
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du t i e s  o f  the  s t a t e—and  i s  u s ed  to  exp re s s  them.  In 
t h e  d i s c h a r g e  o f  t h e s e  o b l i g a t i o n s ,  t h e  h u s b a n d  i s 
t o  a c t  “ a c c o r d i n g  t o  k n ow l e d g e ” — t o  “ b e h a v e ” 
h i m s e l f  “ w i s e l y ; ” t o  r e g u l a t e  a l l  h i s  p ro c e e d i n g s , 
by  a  ho ly  d i s c re t ion .  O ye  hu sband s ,  shew tha t  you 
a re  c apable  o f  the  re l a t ion  in  which  you  a re  p l aced ! 
I f  you  w i l l  b e  t h e  he ad ,  remembe r  t h e  he ad  i s  no t 
on l y  t h e  s e a t  o f  gove r nmen t ,  bu t  o f  know l edge.  I f 
you have the management  o f  the  sh ip,  see  tha t  a  foo l 
i s  n o t  p l a c e d  a t  t h e  h e l m .  S h a l l  t h e  b l i n d  o f f e r 
t h e m s e l ve s  a s  g u i d e s ?  To  e n a b l e  yo u  t o  l i ve  a s  a 
Ch r i s t i an  hu sb and ,  i n  how many  i n s t ance s  w i l l  t h e 
exerc i se  o f  an  en l ightened prudence  be  found neces- 
s a r y ?  By  t h i s  you  a re  t o  a s c e r t a i n  t h e  t empe r,  t h e 
exce l l enc i e s ,  t h e  f o i b l e s  o f  you r  a s s o c i a t e s .  Th i s  i s 
to  t each  you ,  how to  accommoda te.  Th i s  i s  to  show 
you,  when to  see  a s  i f  you saw not ,  and to  hear  a s  i f 
you heard  not .  Thi s  i s  to  te l l  you how to  ex t ingui sh 
the  to rch  o f  d i s co rd ;  how even  to  p reven t  t he  k in - 
d l i n g  o f  s t r i f e — w h e n  t o  g i ve  u p,  w h e n  t o  r e c e d e 
f rom a  l aw fu l  c l a im  fo r  t he  s ake  o f  a  g re a t e r  good . 
T h i s  i s  t o  t e a c h  yo u  a l s o  w h e n  yo u  a r e  n o t  t o 
y i e l d . — A d a m ,  t o  i n d u l g e  t h e  s o l i c i t a t i o n  o f  h i s 
w i f e ,  d i s o b eye d  t h e  c o m m a n d s  o f  h e ave n .  B y  t h e 
s a m e  s o f t ,  s e d u c i n g  i n s t r u m e n t a l i t y,  t h e  h e a r t  o f 
S o l o m o n  wa s  t u r n e d  a s i d e  f r o m  G o d .  T h e i r  s a d 
e x amp l e s  h ave  b e en  unh app i l y  t oo  o f t en  f o l l owed . 
B u t  wo u l d  s h e  f o r c e  u p o n  yo u  h e r  a n t i p a t h i e s — 
would  she  embro i l  you  in  a l l  the  re sen tment s  o f  c a- 
p r i c e ,  o r  r i v a l r y — wo u l d  s h e  a l l u r e  yo u  t owa r d s 
s c e n e s  o f  d i s s i p a t i o n  a n d  g a i e t y — wo u l d  s h e  u r g e 
yo u  t o  e x t r ava g a n c e  i n  a p p e a r a n c e s ,  d r e s s ,  t a b l e , 
fu r n i tu re—would  she  ch i l l  you  wi th  su sp i c ion s ,  and 
render you les s  generous—the impor tuni ty of  woman,
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“ l o v e l y  w o m a n ”  i s  t o  b e  i n  v a i n .  “ H e  t h a t 
l o v e t h ” e v e n  “ h i s  w i f e  m o r e  t h a n  m e ,  i s  n o t 
worthy of me.”

2 d l y.  Yo u  a r e  t o  “ g i ve  h onour  u n t o  t h e  w i f e .” 
—What honour?

T h e  h o n o u r  o f  e s t e e m .  T h i s  i s  t o  a r i s e  f r o m  a 
consc iousne s s  o f  he r  wor th ,  and  a  knowledge  o f  he r 
impo r t an c e  i n  t h e  commun i t y—in  t h e  f am i l y—and 
to  your s e l ve s ,  by  po l i sh ing  your  cha r ac t e r,  d iv id ing 
you r  c a re s ,  s oo th ing  you r  s o r rows ,  a f f o rd i ng  you  a 
pe ace fu l  home,  a  re fuge  f rom the  s t o r m,  an  a s y lum 
from the mortifications of an unfr iendly world.

T h e  h o n o u r  o f  at tac h m e nt.  T h i s  a f f e c t i o n  i s  t o 
b e  p e c u l i a r ,  u n d iv i d e d ,  u n r i va l l e d .  N o t h i n g  i s  t o 
wea r  i t  away—noth ing  to  d im in i sh  i t :  no  l eng th  o f 
t i m e ,  n o  d i s c ove r y  o f  i m p e r f e c t i o n .  C h i l d r e n  a r e 
p a r t s  o f  you r s e l ve s ,  bu t  you r  w ive s  are  you r s e l ve s . 
“No man eve r  ye t  h a t ed  h i s  own  f l e sh : ”—but  many 
a  mon ste r  h a s  d o n e  s o.  I  d i s d a i n  t o  n o t i c e  t h o s e 
m i s c r e a n t s ,  w h o  c a n  h ave .  r e c o u r s e  t o  b l ow s ;  bu t 
those  who can indulge in  a  chur l i shnes s  o f  behaviour 
—a  sha r pne s s  o f  l anguage—an  unk indne s s  o f  l ook s , 
would  do we l l  to  cons ider  how f a r  they  a re  comply- 
ing  wi th  the  d iv ine  command—“Husbands ,  love  your 
wives, and be not bitter against them.”

The  honour  o f  atte ntion.—Noth ing  i s  s o  i n to l e - 
rable  to a  female  a s  neglect ;  and upon what  pr inc ip le 
can a man justi fy indifference, omissions of observance, 
a n d  h e e d l e s s  m a n n e r s  t owa rd s  a  w i f e ?  H a s  h e  n o t 
cho sen  he r ?—Has  he  no t  dec l a red  h i s  p re f e rence ?— 
Are  no t  t he  vows  o f  God  upon  h im?  I s  s he  no t  t he 
chief relation he possesses on earth?

The  honou r  o f  conf ide nce.  You  a re  n o t  t o  p ro - 
ceed without their knowledge and advice. In many
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c a s e s  t he i r  op in ion  may  be  p re f e r ab l e  to  you r  own . 
T h e i r  j u d g m e n t  m ay  b e  l e s s  c l o u d e d  by  i n t e r e s t ; 
t h ey  s t and  b a ck  f rom the  ob j e c t ,  yon  a re  t oo  ne a r ; 
they  a re  coo l  and  ca lm,  you ,  by  be ing  in  the  s cene, 
a r e  r u f f l e d ,  a nd  i n f l amed .  An  em in en t  m in i s t e r  o f 
the  gospe l  ha s  publ i shed  to  the  wor ld ,  “That  he  had 
n eve r  i n  a ny  p a r t i c u l a r  bu s i n e s s  a c t e d  c o n t r a r y  t o 
t h e  s ugge s t i on s  o f  h i s  w i f e ,  w i t hou t  h av i ng  re a s on 
a f t e rward s  to  repen t  o f  i t .” I  be l i eve  the re  a re  many 
w h o  a r e  r e s t r a i n e d  f ro m  s i m i l a r  a c k n ow l e d g m e n t s 
o n l y  by  a  wa n t  o f  c a n d o u r .  S o m e  h u s b a n d s  n eve r 
con su l t  t he i r  w ive s ;  o r  even  de i gn  to  i n fo r m them: 
and  the i r  w ive s  h ave  o f t en  to  l e a r n  f rom o the r s ,  o r 
f rom even t s ,  t h ing s  i n  wh ich  pe rhap s  they  a re  mos t 
deeply concerned.

The  honou r  o f  mainte nance.  You  a re  t o  p rov i d e 
for  them,  and enable  them to  appear  becoming the i r 
r a nk  a nd  s i t u a t i on  o f  l i f e .—Wha t  c a n  we  t h j nk  o f 
t h e  m a n  w h o  s q u a n d e r s  away  h i s  s u b s t a n c e  u p o n 
h i s  l ewd  o r  h i s  d r unken  appe t i t e s ,  reduce s  h i s  w i f e 
to  a  drudge,  and su f fe r s  her  wi th  her  babes  to  s t r ug- 
g l e  w i th  the  ha rd sh ip s  o f  penur y,  unabl e  to  p rocure 
a  s u f f i c i ency  o f  f ood ,  o r  r a imen t ?—“I f  any  p rov ide 
not  fo r  h i s  own,  and  e spec i a l l y  fo r  those  o f  h i s  own 
hou s e,  h e  h a th  den i ed  t h e  f a i t h ,  and  i s  wo r s e  t h an 
an infidel.”

T h e  h o n o u r  o f  b e nevole nc e .  Yo u  a r e  t o  e n a b l e 
h e r  t o  d o  g o o d .  E ve r y  m a n  s h o u l d  d evo t e  a  p ro - 
po r t i on  o f  h i s  p rop e r t y  t o  c h a r i t a b l e  u s e s ,  a nd  h e 
should  not  by h i s  d i s t r ibut ion o f  the  whole  draw to- 
wa rd s  h i m s e l f  a l l  t h e  r e g a r d s  o f  t h e  r e l i e ve d  a n d 
o b l i g e d .  H i s  w i f e  s h o u l d  c o m m a n d  a  s h a r e  o f  t h e 
m e a n s  a n d  o f  t h e  h o n o u r . — H u s b a n d s !  g i ve  yo u r 
wive s  the se  p roo f s  o f  rega rd  which  rea son  and  reve-
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l a t ion  demand fo r  them,  and  we sha l l  soon hea r  l e s s 
of your reflections and complaints.

Ob s e r ve ,  2 d l y,  t h e  mo t ive s  by  wh i ch  t h i s  du t y  i s 
enforced. They are three. 

The f i r s t  i s  t aken f rom the na tura l  condi t ion of  the 
s e x .  “ S h e  i s  t h e  w e a k e r  v e s s e l .”  I f  t h i s  b e 
mentioned as  a  reason to excite a becoming behaviour 
towards  the wi fe,  there can be nothing in the expres- 
s i on  deg r ad ing ,  no th ing  t h a t  t end s  t o  d im in i s h  t h e 
honour  we a re  bound to  show them—nothing tha t  i s 
no t  adap t ed ,  when  p rope r l y  con s ide red ,  to  p romote 
i t .  No  inv id iou s  compa r i s on s  a re  he re  j u s t i f i ed  be - 
tween the  power s  o f  the  mind.  Whether  there  would 
be  any  d i spa r i ty,  were  f ema le s  p l aced  in  the  c i rcum- 
s t a n c e s -—indu l g ed  w i t h  t h e  s ame  a dvan t a g e s—and 
a l lowed to fee l  the same mot ives  wi th the i r  bre thren, 
i t  wo u l d  b e  n e e d l e s s  t o  e n d e avo u r  t o  d e t e r m i n e . 
They  have  t aken  good  c a re  o f t en  to  p rove,  th a t  the 
di f ference i s  not so vas t  a s  some male-monopol i s t s  are 
w i l l i n g  t o  s uppo s e .—The  re f e ren c e  i s  o bv i ou s  a nd 
s t r i k i n g .  N a t u r e  i s  a l w a y s  w i s e .  I t  g i v e s  m o r e 
s t rength where  i t  i s  neces sa r y—and le s s ,  where  other 
qu a l i t i e s  s u p e r s e d e  i t .  M i l t on  h a s  f i n e l y  e xp re s s e d 
the difference in the original pair:

“For contemplation he and valour form’d, 
For softness she and sweet attractive grace.”

Her bodi ly  s t rength i s  in fer ior,  her  const i tut ion le s s 
f i r m and vigorous,  her f rame more tender,  her temper 
more  y ie ld ing ,  her  c i rcumstance s  more  genera l ly  de- 
p re s s i ng .  A  ro s e ,  a  l i l y,  a l l ow s  o f  no  rough  u s a g e s . 
Te n d e r n e s s ,  d e m a n d s  g e n t l e n e s s :  d e l i c a c y,  c a r e : 
p l i a n c y,  p ro p s .  H a s  a  c o n d i t i o n  f ewe r  r e s o u r c e s , 
and i s  there much in i t  of  the af f l ict ive and humbling?
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The more  does  i t  need succour,  and the  more  neces- 
s a r y  i s  eve r y  a s s i s t ance  to  ma in t a in  and  inc rea se  the 
consequence of  i t ,  e spec ia l ly  where  so  much depends 
upon the  re spec tab i l i ty  o f  the  charac te r  who f i l l s  i t - 
—Where i s  the man who i s  not a l ive to thi s  consider- 
a t ion?—Where i s  the  husband,  who re f lec t ing on her 
p e c u l i a r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  wo u l d  n o t  b e  d i s p o s e d  by 
ever y  pos s ible  means  to  promote  the  d ign i ty  and the 
sa t i s f ac t ion of  a  wi fe?—What i s  the language of  these 
c i r c um s t a n c e s ?—“Honou r  u s ;  d e a l  k i n d l y  w i t h  u s . 
From many of  the oppor tuni t ie s ,  and means  by which 
yo u  p ro c u r e  f a vo u r a b l e  n o t i c e ,  we  a r e  e x c l u d e d . 
Doomed to  the  shades ,  f ew of  the  h igh p lace s  o f  the 
e a r t h  a r e  o p e n  t o  u s .  A l t e r n a t e l y  we  a r e  a d o r e d , 
a n d  o p p r e s s e d .  F ro m  o u r  s l ave s ,  yo u  b e c o m e  o u r 
t y r a n t s .  Yo u  f e e l  o u r  b e a u t y,  a n d  ava i l  yo u r s e l ve s 
o f  ou r  we akne s s .  You  comp l a i n  o f  ou r  i n f e r i o r i t y, 
bu t  none  o f  your  behav iour  b id s  u s  r i s e.  Sen s ib i l i t y 
h a s  g iven  u s  a  t hou s and  f e e l i ng s ,  wh i ch  n a tu re  h a s 
k i n d l y  d e n i e d  yo u .  A l way s  u n d e r  r e s t r a i n t s ,  we 
h ave  l i t t l e  l i b e r t y  o f  c h o i c e .  P rov i d e n c e  s e e m s  t o 
have been more a t tent ive  to  enable  us  to  confer  hap- 
p ine s ,  t h an  t o  en joy  i t .  Eve r y  cond i t i on  h a s  f o r  u s 
f r e s h  m o r t i f i c a t i o n s ;  e ve r y  r e l a t i o n  n ew  s o r row s . 
We  en t e r  s o c i a l  b ond s ;  i t  i s  a  s y s t em  o f  p e r p e t u a l 
s a c r i f i c e .  We  c a n n o t  g i ve  l i f e  t o  o t h e r s ,  w i t h o u t 
h a z a rd i n g  ou r  own .  We  h ave  s u f f e r i n g s  wh i ch  you 
d o  n o t  s h a r e ,  c a n n o t  s h a r e .  I f  s p a r e d ,  ye a r s ,  a n d 
de c ay s  i nvade  ou r  ch a r ms ,  and  much  o f  t h e  a rdou r 
p roduced  by  a t t r ac t ion  depa r t s  wi th  i t .  We may  d ie. 
The g rave cover s  us ,  and we are  soon forgot ten:  soon 
a re  t h e  d ay s  o f  you r  mou r n i ng  ended ,  s oon  i s  ou r 
l o s s  repa i red :  d i smi s s ed  even  f rom your  speech ,  ou r 
name  i s  t o  be  hea rd  no  more—a succe s so r  may  d i s -
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l ike i t—Our children, after having a mother by nature, 
may  f a l l  under  the  con t rou l  o f  a  mothe r  by  a f f in i t y, 
and be  mor t i f i ed  by  d i s t inc t ions  made be tween them 
a n d  h e r  o w n  o f f s p r i n g .  T h o u g h  t h e  d u t i e s  w h i c h 
we have d i scharged invar iably,  be  the most  impor tant 
and  nece s s a r y,  they  do  not  sh ine :  they  a re  too  com- 
mon  to  s t r i ke :  t hey  p rocu re  no  ce l eb r i t y :  t he  w i f e, 
t h e  m o t h e r  f i l l s  n o  h i s t o r i c  p a g e .  O u r  p r i va t i o n s , 
our conf inements ,  our wear i some days ,  our inter rupt- 
ed ,  ou r  s l e ep l e s s  n i gh t s ,  the  hour s  we  have  hung  in 
a n x i o u s  wa t c h i n g s  ove r  yo u r  s i c k  a n d  d y i n g  o f f - 
spr ing”—

B e h o l d  a  s e c o n d  m o t i ve .  I t  i s  d e r i ve d  f ro m  t h e 
d igni ty  of  the wi fe  a s  a  mutua l  par taker  o f  the pr iv i- 
l e g e s  o f  t h e  go sp e l .—No i n equa l i t y  re i gn s  h e re .  I t 
i s  a  “ c o m m o n  s a l v a t i o n .” A r e  y o u ,  O  m a n ,  a n 
“ h e i r  o f  t h e  g rac e  o f  l i f e ? ” S o  a r e  t h e y — h e i r s 
tog eth e r  w ith  you — i n  t h e  s a m e  d e g r e e — h av i n g 
t h e  s ame  c l a im s—the  s ame  hope s—the  s ame  reve r - 
s i o n s .  “ T h e r e  i s  n e i t h e r  J ew  n o r  G r e e k ,  t h e r e  i s 
ne i the r  bond  nor  f ree,  the re  i s  ne i the r  ma le  nor  f e - 
m a l e ,  f o r  ye  a r e  a l l  o n e  i n  C h r i s t  J e s u s .” — C a n  a 
woman be  an  in f ide l ?—What  s e l f -deg rada t ion !  Need 
s h e  b e  t o l d  h e r  ob l i g a t i on s  t o  Ch r i s t i a n i t y ?  Wha t 
h a s  r a i s e d  h e r  s o  h i gh  i n  t h e  s c a l e  o f  impo r t a n c e ? 
What  sy s tem ha s  done  such  ju s t i ce  to  her  c l a ims?  In 
wha t  coun t r y  have  the  p rov i s ion s  o f  l eg i s l a t ion  lo s t 
s ight  of  the d i s t inct ion of  male  and female ;  looked a t 
bo th  wi th  the  s ame a spec t ,  rendered  the  one  a s  pe r- 
s on a l l y  re s pon s i b l e  a s  t h e  o the r,  and  en t i t l e d  t h em 
equa l l y  to  the  s ame  r i gh t s  and  p r iv i l ege s ?—When a 
woman steps on this sacred g round, she becomes free— 
she  i s  he r  own;  she  i s  a  pa r ty,  she  t rea t s  fo r  he r se l f . 
He re ,  my  s i s t e r s ,  you r  rep ro a ch  i s  ro l l e d  away.  We
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s ee  one  o f  your  s ex  b r ing ing  fo r th  “Immanuel ,  God 
w i t h  u s .” We  s e e  t h e  a n g e l s  o f  h e a ve n  b r i n g i n g 
you  mes s age s ,  and  pe r fo r ming  fo r  you  mi r ac l e s .  We 
see  you la s t  a t  the cros s ,  and f i r s t  a t  the tomb of  our 
c o m m o n  L o rd .  We  s e e  J e h ova h  l i s t e n i n g  t o  yo u r 
s upp l i c a t i on s ,  a nd  ma i n t a i n i n g  you r  c au s e .  We  s e e 
yo u  “ t h e  dau g h te r s  o f  t h e  L ord  A l m i g h ty.” We 
s e e  you  rede emed  w i t h  an  i n f i n i t e  p r i c e—de s t i n ed 
to  pos se s s  a  “ f a r  more  exceed ing  and  e te r na l  we igh t 
o f  g lo r y,” and  ha s t en ing  to  pa r t ake  o f  a  re su r rec t ion 
in  which  they  “ne i the r  mar r y  nor  a re  g iven  in  mar- 
r iage, but are as the angels of God in heaven.”

A th i rd  re a son  i s  d r awn f rom tho se  devo t iona l  ex- 
e rc i s e s  wh i ch  c anno t  b e  p rope r l y  p e r f o r med  whe re 
re l a t i ve  du t y  i s  no t  ob s e r ved—“Tha t  you r  p raye r s 
be  no t  h indered .” I t  i s  impos s ib l e  fo r  a  Chr i s t i an  to 
l i ve  w i t h o u t  p r aye r .  H e  p r ay s  a l o n e ,  a n d  h e  p r ay s 
w i t h  o the r s .  The  f i e l d ,  t h e  t emp l e ,  t h e  c l o s e t ,  t h e 
f ami ly,  a re  a l l  wi th h im p laces  “where  prayer  i s  wont 
to be made.”

H ow  n e c e s s a r y  i s  p r a ye r  i n  t h e  m a r r i a g e  s t a t e ! 
How does  soc i a l  devot ion  swee ten  soc i a l  l i f e !  I t  ob- 
ta ins  s t rength for  i t s  dut ies ,  and succour for  i t s  t r ia l s . 
I t  g ives  a  d i rec t ion to  the  mind,  by which we escape 
numbe r l e s s  s n a re s ;  a n  e l eva t i on ,  by  wh i ch  we  r i s e 
a bove  a  t hou s a nd  vex a t i on s .  How  i t  s a n c t i f i e s  ou r 
comfo r t s !  How i t  p rep a re s  t h e  s ou l  f o r  d i s a ppo in t - 
men t  o r  s u cce s s !  How i t  c a l l s  down  the  b l e s s i ng  o f 
h e ave n  t o  “ a t t e n d  t h e  l a b o u r  o f  o u r  h a n d !  “ H ow 
i t  a t t r ac t s  the  d iv ine  pre sence,  and p lace s  Him wi th- 
i n  ou r  r e a ch  “who  i s  n i g h  un t o  a l l  t h e m  t h a t  c a l l 
upon h im;  to  a l l  tha t  ca l l  upon h im in  t r u th”—Of a 
p r aye r fu l  hab i t a t ion  i t  may  be  s a id ,  How g lo r iou s  i s 
t h i s  p l a c e !  “ T h i s  i s  n o n e  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  h o u s e  o f
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G o d ,  a n d  t h i s  i s  t h e  g a t e  o f  h e ave n ! ” “ T h e  vo i c e 
o f  re jo i c ing  and  o f  s a lva t ion  i s  in  the  t aber nac le s  o f 
t h e  r i g h t e o u s .” O  h a p py  m a n s i o n !  w h e r e  a l l  t h e 
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  “ d we l l  t og e t h e r  i n  u n i t y ” 
—l iv ing  w i th  e a ch  o the r  he re,  a s  t ho s e  who  expec t 
t o  b e  a s s o c i a t e s  f o r  eve r ;  ma i n t a i n i n g  a  f r i e nd sh i p 
the centre of  which i s  re l ig ion,  the durat ion of  which 
i s  e t e r n i t y,  t h e  bond s  o f  wh i ch  a re  “ f a i t h  and  l ove 
which are in Christ Jesus.”

Gua rd ,  t he re fo re,  a g a in s t  eve r y  th ing  i n ju r iou s  t o 
t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  G o d  i n  yo u r  f a m i l i e s .  L e t  n o t h i n g 
h i nde r  i t s  e xe rc i s e .  L e t  no th i ng  p reven t  i t s  f e r vo r. 
L e t  no th ing  d e s t roy  i t s  f re edom.  Le t  no th ing  f r u s - 
t r a t e  i t s  e f f i c a c y.  L e t  no t h i ng  l im i t ,  o r  even  d e l ay 
i t s  succe s s .  Le t  your  who le  conver s a t ion  be  cons i s t - 
ent  wi th  devot ion,  or  prepara tor y  to  i t .  Avoid  what- 
ever  render s  an int roduct ion into the d iv ine presence 
l e s s  e a s y,  o r  l e s s  d e l i g h t f u l .  Ke e p  o p e n  a  p a s s a g e 
w ide  enough  t o  a dvance  t og e th e r  t o  t h e  t h rone  o f 
g r a c e.  Go  h and  i n  h and  i n to  h i s  p re s ence :  “Ag re e, 
touching the things you shal l  ask,  and i t  shal l  be done 
for you of our heavenly Father.”

I n  r ev i ew i n g  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  I  wo u l d  b e s e e c h  yo u , 
my dear  hearer s ,  to remember—That  those who make 
l i gh t  o f  mor a l  and  re l a t ive  du t i e s  con t emn  the  w i l l 
o f  G o d .  “ H e  k n ow s  w h a t  i s  i n  m a n ,” a n d  w h a t  i s 
n e c e s s a r y  t o  h im .  Eve r y  cond i t i on  l i e s  open  t o  h i s 
v iew.  He see s  how th ings  blend,  and how they i s sue ; 
how they oppose, or how they aid each other.  Though 
invi s ible  to us ,  he sees  the wor m that  l ie s  a t  the root 
o f  our  soc i a l  happ ine s s :  we  wonder  a t  the  e f f ec t ,  he 
s e e s  t h e  c a u s e ,  a nd  wou l d  r emove  i t .  He  h a s  c on - 
d e s c ended  t o  s p e ak :  we  h ave  h i s  j udgmen t  re l a t ive 
t o  eve r y  s t a t i on ,  a nd  re l a t i on  i n  l i f e .  He  s p e ak s  a s
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a  sove re i gn  who  ha s  au tho r i t y  to  command ,  and  he 
s p e a k s  a s  a  f r i e n d  w h o  c o n s u l t s  yo u r  we l f a r e ,  a n d 
“takes pleasure in the prosperity of his servants.”

A g a i n .  We  h ave  r e a s o n  t o  l a m e n t ,  t h a t  t h e r e  i s 
s u ch  a  g ene r a l  d e f i c i ency  among  p ro f e s so r s  o f  re l i - 
g ion ,  wi th  rega rd  to  those  dut ie s  which  they  owe to 
e ach  o the r.  Many,  to  shew the i r  l ove  to  the  go spe l , 
t e s t i f y  t h e i r  i n d i f f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  l aw.  N u m b e r s  a r e 
too  o r thodox ,  o r  too  devo t iona l ,  t o  be  mora l .  Mo- 
r a l i t y  i s  be low the i r  f a i th ,  o r  the i r  r ap ture s .  Var ious 
t h ing s  t he i r  s y s t em ha s  t augh t  t hem;  bu t  one  th ing 
i t  ha s  not  taught  them, one th ing i t  does  not  requi re 
them to  l ea r n—“to deny a l l  ungod l ine s s  and wor ld ly 
l u s t s ,  and  to  l ive  sobe r l y,  r i gh t eou s l y,  and  god l y  i n 
the  p re sen t  wor ld .” Sha l l  min i s t e r s ,  by  the i r  s i l ence, 
be acces sar y to thi s  cor rupt ion of  manner s ,  th i s  awful 
per ver s ion o f  re l ig ion?—Let  them “a f f i r m cons tan t ly 
tha t  they  which  have  be l i eved  in  God mus t  be  ca re- 
f u l  t o  ma in t a i n  good  work s .  The s e  t h ing s  a re  good 
and profitable unto men.”

Le t  tho s e  who  s t and  a l re ady  in  the  ma r r i a ge  re l a - 
t i on ,  be  w i l l i ng  to  know,  and  to  p r ac t i s e  the  du t i e s 
which spr ing from it .—Enter,  my brethren and s i s ter s , 
the  temple  o f  reve la t ion—bow before  the d iv ine ora- 
c l e — s ay,  “ L o rd ,  w h a t  w i l t  t h o u  h ave  m e  t o  d o ? ” 
“ S p e a k ,  L o r d ,  f o r  t h y  s e r v a n t  h e a r e t h .” E x t r a c t 
f r o m  t h e  S c r i p t u r e  t h e  m i n d  o f  G o d  c o n c e r n i n g 
yo u r s e l v e s  i n d i v i d u a l l y.  Ta k e  h o m e  t h e  wo r d s  I 
h a ve  b e e n  e x p l a i n i n g .  L e a d .  C o m p a r e .  R e s o l ve . 
Re fo r m .  L e t  no t  hu s b and s  t a ke  away  t h e  du t i e s  o f 
t h e  w i f e ,  no r  w ive s  t h e  du t i e s  o f  t h e  hu sb and ;  bu t 
l e t  b o t h  t a ke  r e s p e c t i ve l y  t h e i r  ow n ,  a n d  s ay,  “ O 
tha t  my  f ee t  we re  d i re c t ed  to  keep  thy  s t a tu t e s .” “ I 
h ave  cho s en  t h e  way  o f  t r u t h ,  t hy  j udgmen t s  h ave
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I  l a i d  be fo re  me.” “Through  thy  p re cep t s  I  g e t  un- 
d e r s t a n d i n g ,  t h e r e f o r e  I  h a t e  eve r y  f a l s e  way.” “ I 
have sworn, and I wil l  perfor m it ,  that  I  wil l  keep thy 
r ighteous judgments.”

L e t  t h e  young  t h i nk  o f  t h i s ,  a nd  l e t  i t  i n f l u en c e 
t h e i r  c h o i c e .  L e t  t h o s e  t h i n k  o f  i t ,  w h o  a r e  a p - 
proaching th i s  ho ly  s t a te.  By many i t  i s  to ta l ly  over- 
looked;  and they contract  mar r iages  on considerat ions 
pu re l y  a c c i den t a l ,  o r  wor l d l y—a s  i f  t h ey  w i shed  to 
ma r r y,  no t  t o  be  h appy ;  t o  g a in  e a ch  o the r,  no t  t o 
e n j oy.  W h o  f o r m s  t h i s  a l l i a n c e  a s  a  C h r i s t i a n ? 
W h o  e n t e r s  i t  w i t h  t h o s e  v i ew s  a n d  m o t i ve s  t h e 
g o s p e l  s u p p l i e s ?  W h o  c o n s u l t s  G o d  i n  t h e  u n d e r - 
t a k i n g ?  W h o  h a s  t h e  b a n n s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  h e ave n 
t o  a s c e r t a i n  w h a t  i m p e d i m e n t s  a r e  p l e a d e d  t h e r e ? 
Thu s  p e r s on s  a r e  o f t e n  un s u i t a b l y  bo u n d  t og e t h e r 
by  an  engagemen t ,  wh i ch  c an  on l y  be  d i s s o l ved  by 
dea th ,  th a t  comes  to  re l e a s e  them f rom one  p r i son , 
and conduct them into another.—

B u t  m a y  I  n o t  c o n g r a t u l a t e  o t h e r s ? — M y  b e - 
love d  Fri e nds ,  i n  th i s  impor t an t  conce r n  you  have 
done  no th i ng  w i t hou t  a s k i n g  coun s e l  o f  t h e  Lo rd . 
By  f a i t h  a nd  p r aye r ,  I  am  p e r s u a d ed  you  h ave  en - 
gaged  tha t  Sav iour  who wa s  p re sen t  a t  the  mar r i age 
o f  C a n a  i n  G a l i l e e ,  t o  h o n o u r  yo u r  a p p ro a c h i n g 
nu p t i a l s ;  a n d  u n d e r  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  h i s  g r a c i o u s 
Spir i t ,  your mutual  a f fect ions shal l  increase with t ime, 
and sh ine  br ight  to  a l l  e te r n i ty.—I look forward  and 
s e e  yo u  b l e s s i n g  a n d  b l e s s e d .  I  s e e  yo u  “ wa l k i n g 
in  a l l  the  commandment s  and ord inances  o f  the  Lord 
b l a m e l e s s .” I  s e e  yo u r  “ c h i l d r e n  l i ke  o l i ve - p l a n t s 
a round  your  t ab l e.” I  s ee  you  endeavour ing  to  fo r m 
them in to  cha r a c t e r s ,  and  to  “ t r a i n  them up  in  the 
n u r t u r e  a n d  a d m o n i t i o n  o f  t h e  L o r d .” I  s e e  yo u
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re s i gn ing  e ach  o the r  w i th  the  f ee l ing s  and  hope s  o f 
C h r i s t i a n s . — ” Fo r  t h i s  I  s ay,  t h e  t i m e  i s  s h o r t :  I t 
rema ine th ,  the re fo re,  tha t  bo th  they  tha t  have  wive s 
be  a s  though  they  had  none ;  and  they  tha t  weep,  a s 
though they wept not;  and they that rejoice, as though 
they  re jo iced  not ;  and  they  tha t  buy,  a s  though they 
po s s e s s ed  no t ;  and  t h ey  t h a t  u s e  t h i s  wo r l d ,  a s  no t 
abus ing i t :  for  the f a shion of  the wor ld pas seth away,” 
and you are hastening from the altar to the tomb.
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THE VALUE OF LIFE:

A SERMON
DELIVERED MAY 8, 1803,

BEFORE

THE CORRESPONDENT BOARD IN LONDON

OF

THE SOCIETY IN SCOTLAND,

(incorporated by royal charter,)

FOR THE PROPAGATION OF CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE

IN

THE HIGHLANDS AND ISLANDS.

Dum vivimus vivamus.

“Live while you live,” the epicure would say,  
“And seize the pleasures of the present day.”  
“Live while you live,” the sacred preacher cr ies, 
“And give to God each moment as it flies.”  
Lord, in my views let both united be;  
I live in pleasure when I live to Thee.  
� Doddridge.
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� London, May 18, 1803.
At  t h e  A n n u a l  G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  o f  t h e  C o r r e - 

sponding Board in London, of  the Society in Scot land 
f o r  P ropag a t i ng  Ch r i s t i a n  Knowledge  i n  t h e  H igh- 
l a n d s  a n d  I s l a n d s ;  H i s  G r a c e  t h e  D u ke  o f  A t h o l l 
in the Chair;

Resolved Unanimously,

T h a t  t h e  t h a n k s  o f  t h i s  B o a r d  h e  g i ve n  t o  t h e 
Rev. William Jay, for his Sermon preached before them, 
on the 8th Instant, at Sur rey Chapel; and that he be re- 
quested to permit the same to be pr inted for the use of 
the Society.

� THOMAS RUTLEDGE, Secretary pro tem.
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THE VALUE OF LIFE.
“Skin for skin, yea, all that a man hath will he give for his 
life.”—Job ii. 4.

—And what  i s  L i f e ?  “A vapour  tha t  appeare th 
for a little time., and then vanisheth away”—“a 

f l owe r  o f  t h e  f i e l d ” — “ a  f l o o d ” — “ a  s l e e p ” — “ a 
d r e a m ” — “ a  t a l e ” — “ n o t h i n g ” — “ s u r e l y  e v e r y 
man at his best estate is altogether vanity.”

W h a t  i s  L i f e ?  To i l  a n d  c a r e — p e r p l e x i t y  a n d 
emba r r a s smen t—a  s u c c e s s i on  o f  s i gh s  a nd  t e a r s ,  o f 
r e g r e t s  a n d  d i s g u s t s — a  t h e a t r e  o f  t r a g e d i e s — a 
hospi ta l  of  di seases—a wi lder ness  of  thor ns and br ier s 
— “ a  d r y  a n d  t h i r s t y  l a n d  w h e r e  n o  w a t e r  i s .” 
Man ,  t h a t  i s  bo r n  o f  a  woman ,  i s  o f  f ew  d ay s  a nd 
f u l l  o f  t r o u b l e .” S u c h  i s  t h e  e s t i m a t e  o f  H u m a n 
L i f e !  I t  i s  e q u a l l y  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  b y  b r e v i t y  a n d 
c a l a m i t y.  B u t ,  m y  B r e t h r e n ,  t h e  o n e  s e r v e s  t o 
q u a l i f y  a n d  r e l i e ve  t h e  o t h e r ;  a n d  s i n c e  o u r  d ay s 
are so evil, it is well they are so few—

“—They’ll waft us sooner o’er 
	 This life’s tempestuous sea; 
Soon shall we reach the peaceful shore 
	 Of blest eternity.

“Wherefore i s  l ight g iven to a man that  i s  in miser y, 
and l i fe  unto the b i t te r  in  soul?  Who long for  dea th , 
and  i t  cometh  no t ,  and  d ig  fo r  i t  more  than  fo r  h id 
t rea sure?  who re jo ice  exceed ing ly  and a re  g l ad  when 
t h ey  c a n  f i n d  t h e  g r ave ?  T h e r e  t h e  w i c ke d  c e a s e
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f r o m  t ro u b l i n g ,  a n d  t h e r e  t h e  we a r y  a r e  a t  r e s t . 
T h e r e  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  r e s t  t o g e t h e r ;  t h ey  h e a r  n o t 
the  vo i ce  o f  the  oppre s so r s ;  the  sma l l  and  g re a t  a re 
t h e r e ,  a n d  t h e  s e r v a n t  i s  f r e e  f r o m  h i s  m a s t e r .” 
W h a t  m a n  i s  h e  w h o  wo u l d  i m m o r t a l i z e  ev i l ,  a n d 
extend a  l i fe,  wise ly  and kindly reduced to a  span,  to 
ages—

“—To ages in a world of pain,  
	 To ages where he goes,  
Gall’d by affliction’s heavy chain,  
	 And hopeless of repose.

Whence has this world its magic pow’r?  
	 Why deem we death a foe?  
Recoil from weary life’s best hour,  
	 And court a longer woe? ”

Neve r t h e l e s s  l i f e  h a s  a lway s  b e en  c o n s i d e re d  t h e 
mos t  va luable  t rea sure,  the  mos t  env i able  p r i ze.  The 
love  o f  i t  i s  unque s t ionably  the  mos t  v igorous  p r in- 
c i p l e  i n  ou r  n a tu re.  I t  i s  i n t e rwoven  w i th  ou r  ve r y 
f rame.  We fee l  i t  be fore  we can apprec ia te  the  wor th 
o f  the  pos se s s ion,  or  e s t imate  the  ev i l  o f  the  lo s s .  As 
we g row up,  to  th i s  supreme pa s s ion  ever y  o ther  in- 
c l i n a t i o n  p ay s  h o m a g e .  A g e  d o e s  n o t  d i m i n i s h  i t : 
miser y does  not  ext inguish i t :  no sacr i f ice i s  too dear 
to  purcha se  the  cont inuance  o f  i t .  E s ther  th inks  no- 
th ing o f  the  hor ror s  o f  s l aver y  compared wi th  dea th : 
“ L e t  my  l i f e  b e  g i ve n  m e  a t  my  p e t i t i o n ,  a n d  my 
p e o p l e ’s  a t  my  r e q u e s t ;  f o r  we  a r e  s o l d ,  I  a n d  my 
people,  to  be  s l a in  and to  per i sh ;  but  i f  we had been 
s o l d  f o r  bondmen  and  bondwomen ,  I  h a d  h e l d  my 
t ongue.” No  s oone r  h a d  S amue l  s a i d ,  “To-mo r row 
sha l t  thou and  thy  sons  be  wi th  me,” than  Sau l  “ fe l l 
s t r a i g h t way  a l l  a l o n g  o n  t h e  e a r t h ,  a n d  wa s  s o r e
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a f r a id ,  and  the re  wa s  no  s t reng th  in  h im.” The  k ing 
o f  Syr i a  sends  mes senger s  to  the  k ing  o f  I s r ae l ,  wi th 
rope s  on  t he i r  n e ck s ;  and  t h i s  i s  t h e i r  s upp l i c a t i on 
—“Thy  s e r van t  Benhad ad  s a i t h ,  I  p r ay  t h e e  l e t  me 
l ive.” To  p re s e r ve  l i f e ,  E s au  s e l l s  h i s  b i r t h - r i gh t .— 
“Sk in  fo r  sk in ,  yea  a l l  t h a t  a  man  ha th  wi l l  he  g ive 
for his life.”

My Brethren,  th i s  adherence to  l i fe  we have under- 
t a ke n  t o  j u s t i f y ;  a n d  we  a r e  g o i n g  t o  p rove ,  t h a t 
there  i s  nothing in i t  unwor thy of  the phi losopher  or 
the Christian, the man of reason or the man of faith.

Bu t  i n  o rd e r  t o  t h i s ,  i t  w i l l  b e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  g ive 
you proper  v iews  o f  l i f e,  tha t  we may pur i fy  and en- 
noble  the  pr inc ip le  o f  your  a t tachment ,  and lead you 
in future to love l i fe  not f rom a bl ind animal  impulse, 
but  f rom ra t iona l  and re l ig ious  convic t ion .  Our  p l an 
wi l l  cons i s t  o f  two par t s .  In  the  f i r s t  we sha l l  endea- 
vo u r  t o  e s t a b l i s h  th e  i m p ortanc e  of  h uman  l i f e . 
I n  t h e  s e cond ,  we  s h a l l  e xp l a i n  the  u se  to  wh ich 
the belief of it should be applied.

These  re f lec t ions  a re  complete ly  in  uni son with the 
ca l l  o f  P rov idence  which  ha s  a s s embled  u s  toge the r ; 
and wil l ,  we hope, ful ly prepare your minds for an at- 
tent ion to a  case which we shal l  humbly but ear nest ly 
recommend to your well-known liberality.

I .  I n  p roo f  o f  t h e  im portance  o f  human  l i f e ,  l e t 
u s  f i r s t  a p p e a l  t o  auth or ity.  H e a r  S o l o m o n .  “ To 
h im tha t  i s  jo ined to  a l l  the  l iv ing  there  i s  hope,  for 
even  a  l iv ing  dog  i s  be t t e r  t h an  a  de ad  l i on .” Wha t 
s ay s  D av i d ?  “ L e t  my  s o u l  l i ve ,  a n d  i t  s h a l l  p r a i s e 
thee.  O spare  me a  l i t t l e  tha t  I  may recover  s t rength 
be fore  I  go  hence  and be  no more.  Retur n ,  O Lord ,
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d e l i ve r  my  s o u l :  O  s ave  m e  f o r  t hy  m e rc i e s ’ s a ke . 
For  in  death there  i s  no remembrance of  thee :  in  the 
g r ave  who  s h a l l  g ive  t h e e  t h ank s ? ” How doe s  God 
th rea t en  E l i ?  “There  sha l l  no t  be  an  o ld  man  in  h i s 
h o u s e .” H ow  d o e s  H e  e n c o u r a g e  B a r u c h ?  “ B e - 
hold I  wi l l  br ing ev i l  upon a l l  f l e sh ;  but  thy l i fe  wi l l 
I  g i ve  u n t o  t h e e  f o r  a  p r ey  i n  a l l  p l a c e s  w h i t h e r 
thou  goe s t .” He  speak s  o f  i t  a s  a  pecu l i a r  p r iv i l ege, 
a nd  p ropo s e s  i t  a s  a  mo t ive  t o  obed i en c e :  “Fo r  by 
me thy  days  sha l l  be  mul t ip l i ed ,  and the  year s  o f  thy 
l i f e  s h a l l  b e  i n c r e a s e d .” L e s t  we  s h o u l d  s u p p o s e 
that  no regard i s  pa id  to th i s  cons idera t ion under  the 
G o s p e l ,  t h e  a p o s t l e  Pa u l  va l u e s  a  d u t y  b e c a u s e  o f 
t h i s  r e commenda t i on :  “Honou r  t hy  f a t h e r  a nd  t hy 
mothe r—which  i s  the  f i r s t  commandment  wi th  p ro- 
m i s e—tha t  i t  may  be  we l l  w i th  thee,  and  th a t  t hou 
m aye s t  l i ve  l o n g  o n  t h e  e a r t h .” To  w h i c h  we  m ay 
add ,  tha t  the  apos t l e  Pe te r  makes  no  sc r up le  to  bor- 
row  s im i l a r  l a n gu ag e  f rom  t h e  P s a lm s :  “Wha t  man 
i s  he  tha t  des i re th  l i f e  and loveth many days ,  tha t  he 
may  s e e  good ?  Keep  t hy  t ongue  f rom ev i l ,  a nd  t hy 
l i p s  f rom s pe ak ing  gu i l e .  Depa r t  f rom ev i l ,  a nd  do 
g o o d ;  s e e k  p e a c e  a n d  p u r s u e  i t .  Fo r  t h e  e ye s  o f 
t h e  L o rd  a r e  u p o n  t h e  r i g h t e o u s ,  a n d  h i s  e a r s  a r e 
open  unto  the i r  c r y.  The  f ace  o f  the  Lord  i s  aga in s t 
them that do evi l ,  to cut off  the remembrance of them 
from the earth.”

L e t  u s ,  s e c o n d l y,  c o n t e m p l a t e  h u m a n  l i f e  a s  th e 
wor k  of  G od.  W hy  d o  yo u  va l u e  t h a t  p i c t u re ?  I t 
i s  R a p h a e l ’s .  W hy  d e p l o re  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h a t 
bu i l d ing ?  The  nob l ene s s  o f  t he  s t r uc tu re,  t he  ye a r s 
consumed in the prog res s ,  the  hands  employed in  the 
e xe c u t i o n .  W h y  p r e s e r v e  t h a t  i n s t r u m e n t ?  I t  i s
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s ingu la r  and cur ious  in  the  cont r ivance ;  i t  i s  capable 
o f  d ive r s i f i e d  a pp l i c a t i on  and  u s e ;  i t  i s  i r re p a r ab l e 
w h e n  d e s t roye d .  “ M a r ve l l o u s  a r e  t hy  wo r k s ,  L o rd 
G o d  a l m i g h t y ! ” B u t  i n  t h i s  l owe r  wo r l d  t h e  c h i e f 
i s  t hy  c re a t u re  Man .  “Thou  h a s t  made  h im  a  l i t t l e 
l owe r  t h an  t h e  a ng e l s ,  a nd  h a s t  c rowned  h im  w i t h 
g l o r y  a n d  h o n o u r .  T h o u  m a d e s t  h i m  t o  h ave  d o - 
minion over the works  of  thy hands ;  thou has t  put  a l l 
th ings  under  h i s  fee t .” And a l l  i s  under  the  in f luence 
o f  h i s  power  o r  h i s  s k i l l .  S ee  the  an ima l  t r i be s .  He 
checks them, subdues them to hi s  own pur poses ,  con- 
ve r t s  t h em  t o  h i s  own  advan t a g e .  S e e  t h e  ma t e r i a l 
wo r l d .  Th i s  i s  unde r  h i s  con t ro l ,  and  a s k s  t h e  cu l - 
t u re  o f  h i s  h a n d .  W h e re  h e  n eve r  t r e a d s  n a t u re  i s 
b a r r e n  a n d  wa s t e  a n d  w i l d ;  b u t  w h e n  h e  c o m e s , 
meadows  a re  we l l -wate red ,  the  l i t t l e  h i l l s  re jo ice  on 
eve r y  s i d e ,  t h e  va l l ey s  a l s o  a r e  c ove re d  ove r  w i t h 
cor n ,  the  wi lder ne s s  and  the  so l i t a r y  p l ace  a re  made 
g lad  for  h im,  and the  deser t  re jo ice s  and blos soms a s 
the rose.

Eve r y  t h i ng  j u s t i f i e s  t h e  s up remacy  h e  po s s e s s e s . 
H i s  ve r y  fo r m i s  pecu l i a r.  Wha t  ma j e s t y  i s  t he re  in 
h i s  c o u n t e n a n c e !  W h a t  e x p re s s i o n  i n  h i s  f e a t u re s ! 
What  penet ra t ion ,  what  e loquence  in  h i s  looks !  Ma- 
ter i a l  bodie s  a re  gover ned by the l aws  o f  mechani sm, 
and animal  by those  o f  in s t inc t—but  he,  pos se s sed o f 
g re a t e r  l i be r ty,  t ake s  a  more  ex ten s ive  r ange,  and  i s 
c apab l e  o f  a  thou s and  va r i e t i e s  o f  ope r a t ion .  Bea s t s 
a nd  b i rd s  a re  no  w i s e r  now  t h an  t h ey  we re  b e f o re 
the  f l ood .  In  a  f ew  week s  o r  mon th s  t hey  re a ch  a l l 
the  per fec t ion o f  which they a re  suscept ible—but  we 
never  know what  man may  be ;  h i s  pos s ib i l i t y  o f  im- 
p rovemen t  i s  e nd l e s s .  He  s t e p s  f o r t h  f rom  no th i ng 
and deve lops  succes s ive ly  new power s  a s  he proceeds :
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when he cease s  to  increase  in  s ta ture  he cont inues  to 
g row  i n  w i s dom ,  and  n eve r  s e ems  t o  a pp ro a ch  t h e 
m a n h o o d  o f  m i n d .  H e  i s  we a r i e d ;  h e  r e c l i n e s  h i s 
head on the lap of  insens ib i l i ty,  and s leep sea l s  up a l l 
h i s  s e n s e s :  you  t ouch  h im ,  a nd  h e  s p r i n g s  up,  a nd 
crosses  the boundles s  ocean—number s  the s tar s—»cal- 
cu l a t e s  to  a  s e cond  the  po s i t i on  and  appea r ance s  o f 
the  heaven ly  bod ie s—looks  backward ,  and  see s  wha t 
was  done s ix  thousand year s  ago—plunges  in to  fu tu- 
r i ty,  and  v iews  the  sun tur ned in to  da rknes s  and  the 
moon into blood—surveys  h imse l f ,  and f inds  an in f i - 
n i t y  o f  o b s e r va t i o n s  i n  h i s  m e m o r y,  a n d  o f  i d e a s 
in  h i s  imag ina t ion ,  and  o f  pur pose s  in  h i s  mind—an 
intellectual kingdom all his own.

And  whence  i s  a l l  t h i s ?  He  i s  f e a r f u l l y  a nd  won- 
d e r f u l l y  m a d e .  T h e r e  i s  a  S p i r i t  i n  m a n ,  a n d  t h e 
inspirat ion of  the Almighty g iveth him under standing. 
In hi s  myster ious  compos i t ion inte l l igence i s  blended 
w i th  c l ay :  he  i s  i n  a l l i ance  w i th  wor ms ,  and  a  p a r - 
t aker  o f  the  d iv ine  na ture.  He i s  capable  o f  knowing 
and  s e r v ing  and  en joy ing  h i s  Crea to r ;  he  ha s  re a son 
and  consc ience ;  he  i s  su scep t ib le  o f  v i ce  and  v i r tue, 
o f  mo r a l i t y  and  re l i g i on .  Th i s  g ive s  h im  h i s  p e cu - 
l i a r i t y  and  p re - eminence ;  t h i s  r a i s e s  h im  above  the 
beas t s  that  per i sh;  thi s  i s  the foundat ion of  the sacred 
f e n c e  w h i c h  g u a r d s  o u r  l i f e :  “ W h o s o  s h e d d e t h 
man ’s  b lood ,  by  man  sha l l  h i s  b lood  be  shed ;  fo r  in 
the image of God made he man.”

Thi s  br ings  us  to  a  th i rd  v iew of  the  impor tance of 
human l i fe—It  has  an in t imate,  unavoidable,  in separ- 
ab le  connexion with another  world,  and affords 
u s  th e  only  op p ortun ity  o f  acqu i r i ng  g ood.  I f 
we  con f ine  a l l  our  a t t en t ion  to  the  p re sen t  momen-
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t a r y  s t a te  o f  man,  he  wi l l  appear  a  per p lex ing  t r i f l e. 
He  i s  re f e r red  to  no  end  equa l  to  h i s  cha r a c t e r ;  no 
re s u l t  v i nd i c a t e s  t h e  e xpen s e  o f  t h e  ma t e r i a l s  em- 
p l oyed ;  h e  h a s  powe r s  a nd  c ap a c i t i e s  f a r  a bove  h i s 
s i t u a t i on ;  h e  h a s  wan t s  a nd  w i s h e s ,  wh i ch  no th i ng 
w i t h i n  h i s  re a ch  c an  re l i eve  and  s a t i s f y.  I f  h e  po s - 
sess g reat pr ivi leges, the more pit iable is  his condition; 
the  more  ha s  he  to  lo s e ;  the  more  l ament ab l e  i s  h i s 
f a l l—he f a l l s  l ike  a  k ing ,  and  we fee l  the  more  even 
f o r  t h e  g r a n d e u r  o f  w h i c h  h e  i s  d e s p o i l e d .  H e  i s 
g reat  in va in.  He as sumes consequence,  ra i ses  expect- 
a t i on ,  a nd  ro t s !—and  a s  we  h i d e  h i s  s h ame  among 
p u t r e f a c t i o n  a n d  c o r r u p t i o n ,  we  l o o k  u p  a n d  s ay, 
“Lord, wherefore hast thou made all men in vain?”

But as  soon as  he i s  seen in connexion with another 
s t a te  o f  be ing ,  he  i s  re scued a t  once  f rom per p lex i ty 
and  in s ign i f i c ance.  As  soon a s  we se i ze  th i s  po in t  o f 
v i s ion ,  a l l  i s  in te l l ig ible,  h i s  f acu l t i e s  and h i s  de s i re s 
a re  exp l a i ned ,  no th ing  i s  d i s p ropo r t i ona t e,  no th ing 
i s  u s e l e s s ,  no th ing  i s  mean .  A s  soon  a s  we  pe rce ive 
th a t  t he  p re s en t  i s  on l y  i n t roduc to r y  to  the  f u tu re, 
and  d r aws  a f t e r  i t  end l e s s  con s equence s ,  a l l  i s  mo- 
m e n t o u s ;  a l l  i s  t r e m e n d o u s l y  g r a n d !  H e r e  y o u 
may  f e e l  g re a t  w i t hou t  d ang e r  o f  p r i d e .  He re  you 
a r e  c a l l e d  u p o n  t o  r e ve r e n c e  yo u r s e l ve s .  I m m o r - 
t a l i t y,  w h a t  a  p r e r o g a t i v e !  E t e r n i t y,  w h a t  a  d e - 
s t i ny !  A  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  i t ,  w h a t  a  c a l l i n g !  W h a t 
r e s o l u t i o n  s h o u l d  i t  i n s p i r e !  W h a t  e n e r g y  s h o u l d 
i t  i n f u s e !  W h a t  c a u t i o n ,  w h a t  v i g i l a n c e  s h o u l d  i t 
produce!

The  impor t ance  o f  a  t h ing  i s  no t  t o  be  j udged  o f 
by  the  magni tude  o f  i t s  appearance,  o r  the  shor tne s s 
o f  i t s  con t inuance—but  by  the  g r andeur  and  va r i e ty 
and  pe r manency  o f  i t s  e f f e c t s .  Why  i s  a  f ounda t ion
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s o  impor t an t ?  I t  i s  l ow  and  h idden—but  i t  s u s t a i n s 
the  whole  f abr ic,  and i t s  weaknes s  or  s t rength deter- 
m ine s  t h e  d ange r  o r  s o l i d i t y  o f  t h e  bu i l d i ng .  Why 
i s  s p r i n g  s o  i m p o r t a n t ?  I t s  l ove l i n e s s  i s  t r a n s i t o r y 
and  f ad ing—but  the  g lo r y  o f  summer,  the  p l en ty  o f 
a u t u m n ,  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  o f  w i n t e r  d e p e n d  u p o n  i t . 
W hy  i s  yo u t h  s o  i m p o r t a n t ?  T h e  s e a s o n  i s  s o o n 
ove r — b u t  i t s  i n f l u e n c e s  a r e  d u r a b l e ,  a n d  g i ve  a 
ch a r a c t e r  t o  ou r  rema in i ng  ye a r s .  A  s i n g l e  d ay  h a s 
opened a  source  o f  joy  or  o f  sor row,  which ha s  con- 
t i nued  i t s  s t re ams  t h rough  l i f e .  I n  one  hou r  a  man 
has  incur red a  d i sg race,  which t ime could never  wipe 
off.

But nothing can equal  the impor tance of  the present 
l i f e  a s  a  s t a t e  o f  p roba t ion ,  a cco rd ing  to  wh ich  our 
fu ture  and unchangeable  happ ine s s  or  mi se r y  wi l l  be 
dec ided .  Fo r,  upon  th i s  p r inc ip l e,  none  o f  your  a c - 
t i on s  c an  be  ind i f f e ren t .  They  a re  f i l l i ng  the  book s 
wh ich  wi l l  be  opened  to  judge  you .  They  a re  regu- 
l a t ing  the  sentence,  by  which you a re  to  be  abso lved 
o r  c o n d e m n e d .  Yo u  a r e  l i v i n g  a s  s a i n t s  o r  s i n n e r s 
fo r  a  mi l l ion  o f  age s  hence.  And can  you be  too  a t - 
tentive,  too accurate when you are thinking, speaking, 
e n j oy i n g ,  s u f f e r i n g ,  l i v i n g—fo r  e t e r n i t y ?  I n  o t h e r 
cases  you look forward and weigh the resul t  of  things . 
You a re  de te r mined  to  shun  or  pur sue  them,  no t  by 
the i r  pre sent  a spec t s ,  but  by  the i r  fu ture  e f fec t s ;  you 
i n q u i r e  w h a t  i n f l u e n c e  t h ey  w i l l  h ave  u p o n  yo u r 
p rope r ty,  your  hea l th ,  your  repu t a t ion ,  your  f ami l y. 
B u t  t h e s e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  a r e  a lway s  t e m p o r a l ,  a n d 
somet imes  rever s ible—whi le  here  they are  ever la s t ing 
and unalterable.

I  b e s e e c h  yo u ,  my  d e a r  H e a re r s ,  t o  r e f l e c t  u p o n 
thi s ,  and to cons ider  that  a s  i s  your way,  such wi l l  be
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your  end .  Neve r  fo rge t  the  l anguage  o f  the  apo s t l e, 
“Wha t soeve r  a  man  sowe th ,  t h a t  s h a l l  h e  a l s o  re ap : 
h e  t h a t  s owe th  t o  t h e  f l e s h ,  s h a l l  o f  t h e  f l e s h  re ap 
cor rupt ion;  but  he  tha t  soweth to  the  Spi r i t ,  sha l l  o f 
the  Sp i r i t  re ap  l i f e  eve r l a s t ing .” Obse r ve  th i s  image. 
I t  s h ow s  yo u  t h a t  yo u r  p r e s e n t  c o n d u c t  a n d  yo u r 
fu tu re  s t a t e  have  the  s ame re l a t ion  to  each  o ther,  a s 
s e ed- t ime  and  ha r ve s t .  I n  n a tu re,  no  man  sows  one 
k ind  o f  g r a in ,  and  looks  fo r  ano the r ;  he  knows  tha t 
eve r y  s e ed  r i s e s  w i t h  i t s  own  body.  Bu t ,  a l a s !  how 
many are  there  chargeable  wi th th i s  fo l ly  in  re l ig ion! 
Fo r  wha t  a re  you r  pu r s u i t s  i n  t h i s  wo r l d ,  t h a t  you 
should suppose them l ike ly to be crowned with g lor y, 
honou r,  a nd  immor t a l i t y  i n  a no th e r ?  Wha t  r e s em- 
b l a n c e ,  w h a t  s u i t a b l e n e s s ,  w h a t  r e l a t i o n  i s  t h e r e 
between them? A Chr i s t ian hopes  to enjoy God here- 
a f t e r,  a nd  he  i s  s e ek ing  h im  he re.  The  s ong  wh i ch 
he wishes to s ing in heaven, he is  learning upon ear th. 
He  i s  advanc ing  to  a  s t a t e  o f  unmixed  f r i end sh ip— 
and  he  i s  dwe l l i ng  i n  l ove :  t o  a  s t a t e  o f  un ion  and 
har mony among good men o f  ever y  name—and he  i s 
r i s i n g  a b ove  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  a n d  c a l l i n g  t h e m 
b r e t h r e n :  t o  a  s t a t e  w h e r e  d i s t i n c t i o n s  w h i c h  a r e 
now nece s s a r y  wi l l  be  done  away—and he  i s  va lu ing 
men,  not  according to thei r  wea l th ,  but  thei r  charac- 
t e r .  Now he re  we  s e e  e a r n e s t s ,  t e ndenc i e s ,  b e g i n - 
n ings—Thi s  i s  the  dawn break ing  in to  day,  the  ch i ld 
bespeaking the man,  the  g ra in  conta in ing the pr inc i- 
ples and pledges of the whole crop.

The  impor t ance  o f  an  oppor tun i t y  i s  t o  be  de t e r - 
m ined  by  the  g re a tne s s  o f  t he  p r i z e  wh i ch  i s  t o  be 
s e cu red  o r  l o s t .  I f  t h e re  b e  a  s e a s on  f o r  ob t a i n i n g 
t h e  s a l va t i on  o f  t h e  s ou l ,  i t  w i l l  b e  a s  s up e r i o r  t o 
ever y  o ther  oppor tun i ty,  a s  the  s a lva t ion  o f  the  sou l
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s u r p a s s e s  eve r y  s e c u l a r  c l a i m .  S u c h  i s  l i f e .  “ N ow 
i s  t h e  a c c ep t ed  t ime,  now  i s  t h e  d ay  o f  s a l va t i on .” 
T h e  G o s p e l  i s  a  s ove r e i g n  r e m e d y ;  i t  r e ve a l s  a n d 
o f f e r s  b l e s s i n g s  a n swe r a b l e  t o  a l l  o u r  wa n t s — bu t 
t h e y  a r e  a t t a i n a b l e  o n l y  i n  l i f e .  A r e  yo u  g u i l t y ? 
There  i s  f o rg ivene s s  and  reconc i l i a t ion—But  “ag ree 
wi th  th ine  adve r s a r y  qu i ck ly,  wh i l s t  thou  a r t  in  the 
way  wi th  h im:  l e s t  a t  any  t ime the  adver s a r y  de l ive r 
thee  to  the  judge,  and  the  judge  de l ive r  thee  to  the 
o f f i c e r ,  a n d  t h o u  b e  c a s t  i n t o  p r i s o n :  ve r i l y  I  s ay 
un to  thee,  thou  sha l t  by  no  means  come ou t  thence 
t i l l  t hou  ha s t  p a id  the  u t t e r mos t  f a r th ing .” Are  you 
n e e d y ?  T h e  S av i o u r  o f  s i n n e r s  h a s  e n o u g h  a n d  t o 
spare—but “seek ye the Lord whi le  he may be found, 
c a l l  ye  u p o n  h i m  w h i l e  h e  i s  n e a r .” — “ S t r i ve  t o 
en t e r  i n  a t  t he  s t r a i t  g a t e :  f o r  many  I  s ay  un to  you 
w i l l  s e ek  t o  en t e r  i n ,  a nd  s h a l l  no t  b e  a b l e .  When 
once the Master  of  the house hath r i sen up,  and hath 
shut  to  the  door,  and  ye  beg in  to  s t and  wi thout  and 
knock a t  the  door,  s ay ing,  Lord,  Lord,  open unto us ; 
h e  s h a l l  a n swe r  a nd  s ay  un to  you ,  I  know you  no t 
w h e n c e  yo u  a xe .” — “ H e  t h a t  i s  u n j u s t ,  l e t  h i m  b e 
un ju s t  s t i l l ;  a nd  he  t h a t  i s  f i l t hy,  l e t  h im  be  f i l t hy 
s t i l l ;  and  he  th a t  i s  r i gh t eou s ,  l e t  h im be  r i gh t eou s 
still; and he that is holy, let him be holy still.”

L e t  u s  t a ke  a  f o u r t h  v i ew  o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f 
human l i fe,  by consider ing i t  in relation to our fel- 
low-creature s ,  and  as  a f fording  us  the  only  op- 
p o r t u n i t y  o f  d o i n g  g o o d .  T h e  m e a n s  o f  t h e 
t empo r a l  a nd  s p i r i t u a l  we l f a re  o f  mank i nd  a re  no t 
poured  down immedia te ly  f rom heaven :  God d iv ide s 
t h e  h o n o u r  w i t h  u s .  H e  g i ve s  a n d  we  c o nvey :  h e 
is the source, and we are the medium. It is by
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human  i n s t r umen t a l i t y  t h a t  h e  ma in t a i n s  t h e  c au s e 
o f  the  Gospe l ,  speak s  comfor t  to  the  a f f l i c t ed ,  g ive s 
b read  to  the  hung r y  and  knowledge  to  the  ignorant . 
This renders our situation highly interesting.

S o m e  a r e  i n d e e d  o f  m o re  i m p o r t a n c e  i n  s o c i e t y 
th an  o the r s .  How much  i s  bound  up  in  the  l ive s  o f 
s o m e  i n d i v i d u a l s !  R e m ove  t h a t  h u s b a n d ,  a n d  t wo 
t e n d e r  r e l a t i o n s  c o m m e n c e ;  t h e  w i d ow  d e s c e n d s 
f r o m  t h e  s e a t  o f  e a s e  t o  t h e  t o i l  o f  l a b o u r ;  t h e 
fathe r le s s  l o s e  t h e  c a re s s e s  o f  t h e  n e i ghbou rhood 
— f e e l  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  a u s t e r i t y — a r e  d i s p e r s e d 
a b ro a d — o p p re s s e d  by  i n j u s t i c e — s e d u c e d  by  e r ro r 
a n d  v i c e .  R e m ove  t h a t  m i n i s t e r ,  a n d  t h e  c o n g r e - 
g a t i o n  v a n i s h e s ,  t h e  c h u r c h  i s  d i s s o l v e d .  W h e n 
Jo s i ah  d i ed ,  a  na t ion  mour ned .  Ind iv idua l  in f luence 
i s  wo n d e r f u l .  B u t  n o  o n e  i s  w h o l l y  u s e l e s s ;  a t 
l e a s t ,  no  one  ough t  t o  b e  s o.  The  man  condemned 
in  the  pa r ab l e  wa s  the  po s s e s so r  o f  one  t a l en t  on ly. 
There i s  wisdom in the se lect ion of  thi s  c ircumstance. 
H a d  t h e  m a n  w i t h  t wo  o r  w i t h  f i ve  t a l e n t s  b e e n 
pun i shed ,  some  o f  you  wou ld  have  e s c aped—“Wel l , 
I  n eve r  f i l l e d  s u c h  a n  o f f i c e ,  I  n eve r  ow n e d  s u c h 
a b i l i t i e s ,  I  n eve r  c o m m a n d e d  s u c h  p ro p e r t y.” B u t 
s i n c e  t he  ex amp l e  i s  t a ken  f rom common  l i f e ,  who 
c an  be  s a f e  i f  f ound  unp ro f i t a b l e ?  Who  c an  be  ex - 
cused for not doing a l i t t le,  because he i s  incapable of 
d o i n g  m u c h ?  Yo u  n e e d  n o t  b e  a n  e x t r a o r d i n a r y 
c h a r a c t e r  i n  o rd e r  t o  b e  u s e f u l .  T h e re  a r e  o p p o r - 
tun i t i e s  o f  do ing  good in  ever y  ca l l ing  o f  l i f e :  there 
is  no condition in which a human being can be placed, 
which  a l lows  h im no scope  fo r  mora l  agency :  good- 
ne s s  i s  i n f i n i t e l y  d ive r s i f i ed  i n  i t s  exe rc i s e .  We  a re 
a lway s  i n  v i ew o f  some  wi tne s s e s :  s ome  dependen t s 
a lways  l ean  upon us .  Some when they  d ie  a re  mi s sed
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mo re  t h an  o t h e r s ;  bu t  who  i s  no t  m i s s e d  a t  a l l ?— 
“ T h e n  Pe t e r  a ro s e  a n d  we n t  w i t h  t h e m .  W h e n  h e 
was  come,  they  brought  h im in to  an  upper  chamber : 
and a l l  the  widows s tood by him weeping,  and shew- 
ing the coat s  and gar ments  which Dorcas  made whi le 
she  wa s  w i th  them.” You  may  con t r i bu t e  ma t e r i a l l y 
to  the  comfor t  o f  a  f e l low-crea ture ;  be  the  means  o f 
h i s  t h a n k s g i v i n g s  t o  G o d ;  g a i n  h i s  p r aye r s  w h i l e 
yo u  a r e  l i v i n g ,  a n d  h i s  t e a r s  w h e n  yo u  a r e  d e a d ; 
and  d r aw down many  a  b l e s s i ng  upon  your  memor y 
a nd  you r  o f f s p r i n g—by  a  sma l l  p i t t a n c e  o f  week l y 
a i d .  You  may  g ive  a  c h i l d  und e r s t a n d i n g ,  i mp rove 
his condition through li fe, and lay open to his view the 
u n s e a r c h a b l e  r i c h e s  o f  t h e  S c r i p t u re — by  t e a c h i n g 
h im to  re ad .  By  impre s s i ng  a  pe r son  w i th  re l i g i on , 
you are  prof i table  unto a l l  th ings ,  he lp ing him to the 
promi se  o f  the  l i f e  tha t  now i s ,  and  o f  tha t  which  i s 
t o  come—And  t h i s  may  b e  done  by  s e a s on ab l e  a d - 
monition, or by the silent eloquence of a holy example.

B u t  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  a l l  yo u r  u s e f u l n e s s  a t t a c h e s 
on l y  t o  l i f e .  He re  a l on e  you  c an  s e r ve  you r  g ene - 
rat ion according to the wil l  of  God, by promoting the 
w i s dom,  t he  v i r t u e,  and  t he  h app ine s s  o f  you r  f e l - 
l ow - c r e a t u r e s .  T h i s  i s  t h e  u n s p e a k a b l e  a d va n t a g e 
of  your present s tate—this  i s  a  pr ivi lege which heaven 
doe s  no t  a f fo rd .  Yes ,  my Bre thren ,  the re  a re  va r ious 
k i nd s  o f  i n f l u ence  and  o f  honou r,  wh i ch  you  mu s t 
now acquire, or you will never possess.

Wo u l d  yo u  e xe r c i s e  p a t i e n c e ?  T h i s  i s  yo u r  o n l y 
o p p o r t u n i t y.  I n  h e ave n  t h e r e  a r e  n o  t r i a l s .  T h e re 
you cannot  be  seen composed under  a f f l i c t ion ;  there 
you cannot  be  hea rd  s ay ing ,  “ I t  i s  the  Lord ,  l e t  h im 
do what seemeth him good.”

Wo u l d  y o u  e x e r c i s e  s e l f - d e n i a l ?  T h i s  i s  y o u r
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o n l y  o p p o r t u n i t y.  I n  h e ave n  t h e re  a r e  n o  t e m p t a - 
t ions  to  re s i s t ,  no cor rupt  inc l ina t ions  to  mor t i fy,  no 
sensual appetites to control.

Wo u l d  yo u  e xe r c i s e  C h r i s t i a n  c o u r a g e ?  T h i s  i s 
your only oppor tuni ty.  Here a lone can you be a  good 
so l d i e r  o f  Je su s  Chr i s t ;  p ro f e s s  t r u th  i n  t he  f a c e  o f 
oppos i t ion ;  and  su f f e r  pe r secu t ion  r a ther  than  s ac r i - 
fice conscience.

Would  you exerc i se  Chr i s t i an  candour  and forbear- 
a n c e ?  T h i s  i s  yo u r  o n l y  o p p o r t u n i t y.  H e r e  a l o n e 
you can prove whether  you can love those who di f fer 
f rom you in  op in ion;  whether  you can bear  wi th  the 
m i s t a ke s  and  i n f i r m i t i e s  o f  you r  b re th ren ;  whe the r 
yo u  c a n  p a s s  by  a  t r a n s g r e s s i o n ;  w h e t h e r  yo u  c a n 
do good to them that hate you.

Would  you  exe rc i s e  bene f i cence—tha t  bene f i cence 
wh ich  g ive s  you  such  a  re s embl ance  to  the  Sav iour, 
and  which  the  Judge  wi l l  so  honourably  ment ion  in 
t h e  g re a t  d ay ?  Th i s  i s  you r  on l y  oppo r t un i t y.  The 
poo r  w i l l  no t  b e  a lway s  w i t h  you .  He re  a l one  you 
can re l ieve the needy,  sympathize  wi th the miserable, 
re f re sh  the  bowe l s  o f  t he  s a i n t s ,  v i s i t  t he  f a the r l e s s 
and  t he  w idows  i n  t he i r  a f f l i c t i on .  He re  a l one  you 
c an  become  Howa rd s  and  Tho r n ton s .  The re  a re  no 
almoners to employ, no pr isons to explore in the world 
a bove.  Had  t h e s e  i l l u s t r i ou s  n ame s  p a s s e d  t h rough 
l i fe  l ike  too many even among Chr i s t i ans ,  they could 
never  have  obta ined the  renown which wi l l  now fo l- 
low them through eternity.

Would  you d i s cover  zea l  in  the  cau se  o f  your  Lord 
a n d  M a s t e r ?  T h i s  i s  yo u r  o n l y  o p p o r t u n i t y.  H e r e 
a lone  you  can  recommend a  Sav iour,  and  t e l l  o f  h i s 
l ove  t o  s i n n e r s ;  h e r e  a l o n e  yo u  c a n  “ t e a c h  t r a n s -
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g r e s s o r s  h i s  way s ,” a n d  “ s ave  a  s o u l  f ro m  d e a t h .” 
I f  t h e r e f o r e  yo u  w i s h  t o  d o  g o o d ,  b e g i n — e m p l oy 
th i s  i n f l u ence ;  s e cu re  t h i s  hou r—su f f e r  t h i s  oppo r - 
tun i t y  to  e l ap s e,  and  reg re t  i s  va in ;  you r  l o s s  i s  i r - 
recoverable.

I I .  S u c h  i s  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  h u m a n  l i f e — i f  we 
appea l  to  the  te s t imony o f  Scr ip ture—if  we cons ider 
i t  a s  the  workmansh ip  o f  God—i f  we  v i ew i t  i n  re - 
la t ion to eter ni ty and—in connexion with our fe l low- 
c r e a t u r e s ,  a s  t h e  o n l y  s e a s o n  o f  g e t t i n g  g o o d  a n d 
d o i n g  g o o d .  A n d  i s  t h i s  a  c u r i o u s  s p e c u l a t i o n ? 
N o t h i n g  i s  m o re  i n s t r u c t i ve  a n d  e d i f y i n g .  L e t  u s 
s p e c i f y  s ome  o f  t ho s e  u s e fu l  i n f e rence s  wh i ch  f l ow 
from the belief of it.

F i r s t .  I f  l i f e  b e  s o  v a l u a b l e  we  s h o u l d  d e p lor e 
t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  i t .  W h e n  a n  e a r t h q u a k e 
swa l l ow s  up  a  c i t y ;  when  a  ve s s e l  s i nk s  a nd  bu r i e s 
e i g h t  h u n d re d  s o u l s  i n  o n e  wa t e r y  g r ave ;  w h e n  a 
hou s e  i s  d e s t royed  and  s eve r a l  i nd iv i du a l s  a re  con- 
sumed in  the  f l ames ;  when an indiv idua l  i s  murdered 
i n  o u r  n e i g h b o u r h o o d ,  we  a re  i m p re s s e d  w i t h  t h e 
r e l a t i o n — bu t  we  t h i n k  l e s s  o f  t h e  r ava g e s  o f  wa r , 
a n d  t h e re f o re  d o  n o t  g r i eve  a s  we  o u g h t  ove r  t h e 
unhappy  t endenc i e s  the re  a re  in  na t ion s  to  wage  i t . 
But  what  makes  such deso la t ions  in  the ear th a s  th i s ? 
We pa s s  by  the  r u in s  o f  bu i ld ing s ,  and  ga rden s ,  and 
f i e ld s—we over look the  su f fe r ings  o f  the  br ute  c rea- 
t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  o f  t h e  g e n e ro u s  h o r s e — a n d  t h i n k 
on ly  o f  men—of  the  number s  who a re  d i smembered 
a n d  m a d e  u s e l e s s — o f  t h e  nu m b e r s  k i l l e d  i m m e d i - 
a te ly  in act ion—of the number s  which per i sh of  their
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wounds ,  and  by  expo su re,  d i s e a s e,  p r iva t ion s ,  h a rd- 
s h i p s .  War  h a s  s ome t ime s  occ a s i oned  f am ine,  and  a 
f am ine  h a s  been  f o l l owed  w i th  pe s t i l ence.  The re  i s 
no way to  a f f ec t  the  mind proper ly  wi th  th i s  sub jec t 
bu t  by  th ink ing  o f  the  va lue  o f  Human  L i f e.  Bu t  i s 
i t  po s s i b l e  to  e s t ima t e  a  s i ng l e  l i f e ,  t o  con s ide r  the 
d i f f i c u l t y  a nd  e xp en s e  o f  r e a r i n g  i t ,  t o  t h i nk  how 
var ious ly  i t  i s  connected with other s ,  to how many i t 
i s  e i the r  dea r  o r  need fu l ;  to  remember  wha t  i t  i s  to 
the  ind iv idua l  h imse l f ,  h i s  on ly  hour—and not  en te r 
i n t o  t h e  f e e l i n g s  o f  t h e  p ro p h e t ,  “ M y  b owe l s ,  my 
b owe l s !  I  a m  p a i n e d  a t  my  ve r y  h e a r t :  my  h e a r t 
make th  a  no i s e  i n  me,  I  c anno t  ho ld  my  pe a ce  be - 
c au se  thou  ha s t  hea rd ,  O my sou l ,  the  sound  o f  the 
t r umpe t ,  t he  a l a r m o f  wa r.” Who doe s  no t  t remble, 
who doe s  no t  weep—who doe s  no t  p r ay  fo r  the  pe- 
r i od  “when  he  s h a l l  j udge  among  t h e  n a t i on s ,  a nd 
sh a l l  rebuke  many  peop l e :  and  they  sh a l l  b e a t  t he i r 
swo rd s  i n t o  p l o u g h - s h a r e s ,  a n d  t h e i r  s p e a r s  i n t o 
pruning-hooks :  na t ion sha l l  not  l i f t  up sword aga ins t 
n a t i o n ,  n e i t h e r  s h a l l  t h e y  l e a r n  wa r  a n y  m o r e .” 
“ T h ey  s h a l l  n o t  h u r t  n o r  d e s t roy  i n  a l l  my  h o l y 
moun t a i n ;  f o r  t h e  e a r t h  s h a l l  b e  f u l l  o f  t h e  know- 
l e d g e  o f  t h e  L o rd ,  a s  t h e  wa t e r s  c ove r  t h e  s e a s .” 
For the preva i l ing inf luence of  Chr i s t i ani ty  can a lone 
a c c o m p l i s h  t h i s  d e s i r a b l e  p u r p o s e — n o t  v i s i o n a r y 
s cheme s  o f  ph i l o sophy,  o r  n ew  th eo r i e s  a nd  mod i - 
f i c a t i on s  o f  c iv i l  po l i c y,  unde r  wh i ch  t he  dep r aved 
pa s s ions  o f  human na ture  remain  the  s ame,  and f rom 
which come wars and fightings among us.

Second ly.  I f  human  l i f e  be  so  p rec iou s  you  shou ld 
no t  ex po se  it  to  in jury  and  hazard.  I  know t h a t 
t h e re  i s  no  cu re  f o r  mo r t a l i t y—bu t  a  phy s i c i a n ,  o f
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no common reputa t ion,  ha s  to ld  us  tha t  not  one in  a 
t hou s and  d i e s  a  n a tu r a l  d e a th ;  and  a  h i ghe r  au tho- 
r i t y  h a s  dec l a red  th a t  t he  w i cked  sh a l l  no t  l ive  ou t 
h a l f  t h e i r  d a y s .  I n  m a n y  w a y s  p e r s o n s  m a y  h e 
ch a r ge ab l e  w i th  s u i c i d e  be s i d e s  swa l l ow ing  po i s on , 
act ing the madman in a  duel ,  or  p lay ing the fool  in a 
b a l l o on .  L i f e  may  b e  t a ken  away  s l ow l y  a s  we l l  a s 
s u d d e n l y,  b y  n e g l i g e n c e  a s  we l l  a s  b y  v i o l e n c e . 
What  th ink  you o f  the  man who indu lge s  h imse l f  in 
the  exce s se s  o f  in temperance,  which  breed  and nou- 
r i s h  a l l  manne r  o f  d i s e a s e s ?  Wha t  t h i nk  you  o f  t h e 
man who harbour s  ev i l  pa s s ions ,  and su f fe r s  anger  to 
consume h im,  envy to  gnaw h im,  anx ie ty  to  cor rode 
h im?  Wha t  t h i nk  you  o f  t h e  man  who  by  pu r su i ng 
too much bus ines s  oppres ses  nature,  in jures  h i s  f acul- 
t ie s ,  depr ives  h imse l f  o f  re s t  and re laxa t ion and ea se? 
He fo rge t s  tha t  “ the  l i f e  i s  more  than  mea t ,  and  the 
body  th an  r a imen t .” Wha t  t h ink  you  o f  t ho s e  who, 
t o  ama s s  money,  w i l l  d eny  themse l ve s  t he  conven i - 
e n c e s  a n d ’ n e c e s s a r i e s  o f  l i f e ?  W h a t  t h i n k  yo u  o f 
those mar tyr s  of vanity,  who, to appear in the f ashion, 
wi l l  ava i l  themse lve s  o f  modes  o f  appare l ,  I  wi l l  no t 
s ay  i n c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  d e c e n c y,  bu t  h a z a r d o u s  t o 
h e a l t h ?  Wha t  t h i nk  you  o f  t ho s e  who  c a re l e s s l y  o r 
pre sumptuous ly  d i s regard  the  beg innings  o f  d i sorder, 
a n d  s u f f e r  t h a t  w h i c h  m i g h t  b e  e a s i l y  c h e c ke d  a t 
f i r s t  to  become inve te r a t e  and  f a t a l ?  “A l i t t l e  co ld ,” 
s ay s  a n  o r i g i n a l  w r i t e r ,  “ i s  a  l i t t l e  d e a t h ;  a  l i t t l e 
more  ch i l l s  u s  t o  c l ay,  and  f i t s  u s  f o r  t he  d amps  o f 
t h e  g r ave .” Wha t  t h i nk  you  o f  t h o s e  wh o  l i e  l o n g 
and  l a t e  in  bed ;  re l ax ing  the  f i b re s ,  un s t r ing ing  the 
ne r ve s ,  evapor a t ing  the  an ima l  s p i r i t s  t i l l  t hey  s t a r t 
f ro m  t h e i r  ow n  s h a d ow ?  We  wo u l d  n o t  h ave  yo u 
f i n i c a l  a nd  d e l i c a t e—bu t  a  p rope r  re g a rd  t o  h e a l t h
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i s  a  d u t y  e n f o r c e d ,  by  t h e  m o s t  aw f u l  c o n s i d e r a - 
tions.

T h i r d l y.  I f  l i f e  b e  s o  wo r t hy  o f  o u r  r e g a r d  we 
s h o u l d  b e  thank f ul  f or  th e  cont i nuanc e  o f  i t. 
And  where  i s  the  pe r son  who i s  no t  c a l l ed  to  adore 
t h e  P re s e r ve r  o f  men ?  To  how  ma ny  a c c i d e n t s  a r e 
we  e x p o s e d !  H ow  m a n y  s e e d s  o f  c o r r u p t i o n  a r e 
lodged  in  our  bod ie s ,  which  r ipened  by  a  change  in 
t h e  a i r  may  p rove  ma l i gn an t ,  a nd  b r i ng  f o r t h  f r u i t 
un t o  d e a t h !  How de l i c a t e  i s  t h e  human  f r ame !  We 
a re  c r u shed  be fo re  the  moth .  How exqu i s i t e l y  f i ne, 
and  how ea s i l y  de s t royed  i s  the  sy s t em o f  the  b r a in , 
u p o n  w h i c h  t h e  e xe r c i s e  o f  r e a s o n  d e p e n d s !  H ow 
soon may the eye he in jured,  through which so much 
of our pleasure passes!

“Our life contains a thousand springs. 
	 And dies if one be gone: 
Strange that a harp of thousand str ings 
	 Should keep in tune so long!”

A n d  h a s  t h i n e ?  H ave  t hy  l i m b s ,  t hy  s e n s e s ,  t hy 
f a c u l t i e s  b e e n  s e c u r e d ?  H ave  yo u  s e e n  m a ny  w h o 
we re  younge r  and  s t ronge r  and  mo re  l i ke l y  t o  l ive 
t h a n  yo u r s e l ve s  c u t  o f f ?  H ave  s o m e  o f  yo u ,  w h e n 
led down to the  mouth of  the  g rave  your se lves ,  been 
re c a l l e d ?  S ay,  Lo rd !  f o r  wha t  pu r po s e  am  I  s p a red ? 
Sha l l  i t  be  to  f i l l  up the measure  of  my in iqui t ie s ;  or 
by  p a t i e n t  c o n t i nu a n c e  i n  we l l - d o i n g  t o  s e e k  f o r 
g l o r y,  h o n o u r ,  a n d  i m m o r t a l i t y ?  “ T h e  l i v i n g ,  t h e 
l i v i n g ,  h e  s h a l l  p r a i s e  t h e e ,  a s  I  d o  t h i s  d ay :  t h e 
father to the children shall make known thy truth.”

F o u r t h l y.  I f  l i f e  b e  o f  s o  m u c h  c o n s e q u e n c e , 
Chr i s t i an s ,  howeve r  we l l  a s su red  o f  heaven ,  should
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n o t  b e  i m pat i e n t  f o r  d eat h .  E l i j a h  a n d  J o n a h 
p r aye d  t o  h ave  t h e i r  l i ve s  t a ke n  f ro m  t h e m ;  s u p - 
pos ing i t  was  bet ter  for  them to die  than to l ive—but 
t h e y  we r e  b o t h  b l a m e d  f o r  i t .  “ F o r  n o n e  o f  u s 
l ive th  to  h imse l f ,  and  no  man  d i e th  to  h imse l f :  f o r 
whe the r  we  l ive ,  we  l ive  un to  t h e  Lo rd ;  a nd  whe - 
the r  we  d ie,  we  d ie  un to  the  Lord :  whe the r  we  l ive 
t h e re f o re  o r  d i e ,  we  a re  t h e  Lo rd ’s .” “A l l  t h e  d ay s 
o f ” o u r  “ a p p o i n t e d  t i m e  we  m u s t  wa i t  t i l l ” o u r 
“change  comes .” We a re  en l i s t ed  in to  the  s e r v i ce  o f 
d iv i n e  P rov i d en c e ,  a nd  i f  we  a t t emp t  t o  w i t hd r aw 
b e f o r e  we  a r e  h o n o u r a b l y  d i s c h a r g e d  we  a r e  n o 
b e t t e r  t h a n  d e s e r t e r s .  T h e  b e s t  f r a m e  yo u  c a n  b e 
i n  i s  t o  b e  r e a d y  t o  g o,  bu t  w i l l i n g  t o  s t ay  i f  t h e 
Lord  ha s  any  work  fo r  you  to  do,  any  t r i a l s  fo r  you 
t o  b e a r .  A n d  i n s t e a d  o f  c o m p l a i n i n g ,  yo u  s h o u l d 
acquiesce in the wi l l  of  God, who knows what  i s  bes t 
f o r  yo u ,  a n d  b e  eve n  t h a n k f u l  t h a t  by  p ro l o n g i n g 
your  con t inuance  he re  he  g ive s  add i t iona l  oppor tu- 
n i t i e s  to  exerc i s e  your  g race,  to  ex tend  your  u se fu l - 
ness, and to add fresh jewels to your crown.

F i f t h l y.  I f  l i f e  b e  s o  m o m e n t o u s ,  we  may  con - 
g ratu lat e  t h e  p i o u s  yo u t h .  H e  l o s e s  l i t t l e  o f 
t h i s  b l e s s i n g ;  h e  e a r l y  b e g i n s  t o  u s e  t h e  t a l e n t : 
wh i l e  o the r s  s l e ep  he  i s  awake,  and  h a s  t h e  advan- 
t a g e,  i n  t he  way  eve r l a s t i ng ,  o f  t ime  and  v i gou r  t o 
a d va n c e  f ro m  s t r e n g t h  t o  s t r e n g t h  a n d  f ro m  g l o r y 
to  g lo r y.  Shou ld  he  d i e  e a r l y  he  wi l l  no t  have  l ived 
in  va in ;  f o r  the  e s t ima te  o f  l i f e  i s  t o  be  t aken  f rom 
ac t i on  and  no t  f rom yea r s .  Shou ld  h i s  d ay s  be  p ro- 
longed  h i s  hoa r y  head  wi l l  be  a  c rown o f  g lo r y,  be- 
c au s e  i t  w i l l  b e  f ound  in  the  way  o f  r i gh t eou sne s s ; 
and  he  w i l l  come  to  the  g r ave  l i ke  a  shock  o f  co r n
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f u l l y  r i p e  i n  h i s  s e a son .  Bu t ,  O !  how d i sma l  i s  t h e 
s t a t e  o f  an  o ld  s inne r !  He  look s  hack  and  s ee s  on ly 
ba r renne s s  o r  c r imes ;  he  i s  go ing  to  re s i gn  in to  the 
hands  o f  h i s  Crea tor  and  h i s  Judge  a  l i f e,  eve r y  pa r t 
o f  w h i c h  h e  h a s  n e g l e c t e d  o r  a b u s e d .  I n s t e a d  o f 
l ay ing up t rea sure  in  heaven,  he hath been t rea sur ing 
up  wra th  aga in s t  the  day  o f  wra th ;  in s t e ad  o f  do ing 
g o o d  h e  h a t h  b e e n  d o i n g  ev i l ;  i n s t e a d  o f  b e i n g  a 
b l e s s i ng  he  ha s  p roved  a  cu r s e  to  mank ind ;  and  in - 
s t e ad  o f  b e ing  re c e ived  i n to  eve r l a s t i ng  h ab i t a t i on s 
by those  he  ha th  made h i s  f r iends ,  he  wi l l  enter  he l l 
a m o n g  t h e  e xe c r a t i o n s  o f  t h o s e  w h o s e  m i n d s  h e 
poisoned, and whose manners he depraved.

F i n a l l y.  I f  l i f e  b e  s o  i m p o r t a n t  l et  i t  not  b e  a 
p r i c e  in  the  hand  of  fool s—Lea r n  t o  imp rove  i t . 
And  he re,  my  b re th ren ,  su f f e r  the  word  o f  exhor t a - 
t i o n .  Pe r h a p s  yo u  m ay  b e  s u r p r i s e d  t o  h e a r  m e 
d i s s u a d e  yo u — f ro m  l i v i n g  a  d i abol i cal  l i f e .  B u t 
wha t  doe s  t h e  d ev i l ?  He  “ s i nne t h  f rom  t h e  b eg i n - 
n i ng .” By  s ow ing  t h e  s e ed s  o f  e r ro r,  by  s p re ad i ng - 
s n a re s  f o r  t h e  heed l e s s ,  by  l ay i ng  s t umbl i ng -b lo ck s 
f o r  t h e  b l i n d ,  by  i n t rodu c i n g  m i s e r y  i n t o  f a m i l i e s 
and communit ies—you resemble him, and are worker s 
together with the enemy of God and man.

D o  n o t  l i ve  a  m e r e  an i mal  l i f e .  I f  yo u  s u p p o s e 
t h a t  l i f e  wa s  g iven  you  on l y  t o  make  p rov i s i on  f o r 
the  f l e sh ,  on ly  to  pur sue  whatever  f l a t te r s  the  sense s 
and  appe t i t e s ;  i f  you  suppo se  tha t  your  Crea to r  had 
no  h igher  a im in  mak ing  you wha t  you  a re  than  the 
s ub l ime  pu r po s e s  o f  s l e ep  and  d i g e s t i on—a s s o c i a t e 
wi th  your  b re th ren  in  the  f i e ld ,  and  s ay  a s  you  jo in 
t h e m ,  “ L e t  u s  e a t  a n d  d r i n k ,  f o r  t o - m o r row  we 
die.”
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Do not l ive a  worldly l i fe,  or  think that  the des ign 
o f  God in  p l ac ing  you here  i s  an swered  by  a  succe s- 
s ion of  t r i f l e s ,  ceremonies ,  and d i s s ipa t ions ;  by  ga in- 
ing  a  r ibbon,  by  amas s ing  a  fo r tune,  or  acqui r ing  an 
estate.

Do no t  l ive  an  idle  l i f e.  House  up  a l l  thy  power s , 
c a l l  f o r t h  a l l  t hy  d i l i g ence.  L e t  l i f e  b e  a  s choo l  o f 
wi sdom,  a  f i e ld  o f  ac t ion ,  a  ca ree r  o f  u se fu lne s s  and 
g lo r y.  “Be  no t  s l o th fu l ,  bu t  f o l l owe r s  o f  t hem who 
through f a i th and pat ience now inher i t  the promises .” 
Im i t a t e  above  a l l  t he  ex amp l e  o f  H im who  l ived  i n 
eve r y  a c t i o n , — w h o  we n t  a b o u t  d o i n g  g o o d .  A n d 
remember  tha t  he  came not  on ly  tha t  we might  have 
l i f e ,  bu t  t h a t  we  m i g h t  h ave  i t  m o r e  a bu n d a n t l y. 
F rom h im a re  t o  he  de r ived  p r inc ip l e s  and  mot ive s 
and  a s s i s t ance s  t he  mos t  i n f l uen t i a l—Hi s  doc t r i ne s , 
h i s  commands ,  h i s  p romi se s  a re  a l l  en l iven ing :  whi le 
the sp i r i t  he g ives  f rees  us  f rom ever y low sent iment , 
e leva te s  the  mind,  expands  the  a f fec t ions ,  inv igora te s 
eve r y  power,  and  r a i s i ng  t he  sou l  above  eve r y th ing 
v i s i b l e  and  e a r th l y,  re c r u i t s  i t  w i th  e t e r n a l  l i f e .  O f 
thy prec ious  t ime pros t i tu te  none,  was te  none.  Some 
who would  not  th ink  o f  th rowing  away  l i f e  a t  once, 
make  no  s c r up l e  to  do  i t  p i ecemea l :  they  can  s a c r i - 
f i c e  t h e  sma l l e r  po r t i on s  o f  t ime  w i t hou t  remor s e . 
B u t  n eve r  l i ve  a  we e k  i n  va i n ;  h ave  s o m e t h i n g  i n 
the close of i t  for the reviewing eye to f ix upon some- 
th ing  f o r  God ,  f o r  you r  f e l l ow-c re a tu re s ,  f o r  you r - 
s e l ve s .  P r i z e  e ve r y  day.  Va l u e  e ve r y  h our ;  m a r k 
i t  wi th something wor thy of  re f lec t ion:  i f  you cannot 
s top your  moments,  send them of f  l aden wi th  a l l  the 
f r u i t s  o f  r i gh teousne s s ,  which  a re  by  Je su s  Chr i s t  to 
the  g lo r y  and  p r a i s e  o f  God .  L ive  by  r u l e ;  f i x  you r 
end  de r ived  in  the  p re s ence  o f  God  f rom the  g r and
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pur po se s  o f  l i f e ;  rende r  eve r y th ing  conduc ive  to  i t . 
Thus  you  wi l l  l ive  l i ke  men ,  thu s  you  wi l l  l ive  l i ke 
Chr is t ians ,  thus you wil l  l ive l ike the heir s  of  immor- 
tality, thus you will live “the life of God.”

B u t  i t  b e c o m e s  yo u  t o  l i v e  t h u s  i m m e d i a t e l y. 
“What soeve r  thy  hand  f inde th  to  do,  do  i t  w i th  thy 
migh t ;  fo r  the re  i s  no  work ,  nor  dev i ce,  nor  know- 
ledge,  nor  wi sdom in  the  g rave  whi ther  thou goes t .” 
Your  s e a son  e l ap s ed  c an  neve r  be  re c a l l ed .  When  a 
f ew year s  a re  come you wi l l  go  the  way whence  you 
shal l  not return—No, you wil l  not return to hear ca l l s 
o f  repen t ance  and  o f f e r s  o f  mercy ;  no,  you  wi l l  no t 
re tu r n  to  employ  means ,  and  to  improve  oppor tun i - 
t i e s  o f  u s e f u l n e s s .  Yo u r  f r i e n d  s l e e p s ,  a n d  yo u  g o 
and  awake  h im ;  h e  d i e s ,  a nd  you  c a l l  h im  i n  va i n . 
Yo u  g o  a n d  p ro d u c e  ve rd u re  o n  h i s  g r ave ,  bu t  a l l 
within i s  rottenness .  The tree despoi led of i t s  honour s 
by  winte r,  sp r ing  wi l l  re-ador n .  “There  i s  hope  o f  a 
t ree  i f  i t  be  cu t  down,  tha t  i t  wi l l  sp rout  aga in ,  and 
that  the tender  branch thereof  wi l l  not  cease ;  though 
the  root  thereo f  wax  o ld  in  the  ea r th ,  and  the  s tock 
the reo f  d i e  in  the  g round ,  ye t  th rough  the  s cen t  o f 
wa t e r  i t  w i l l  b u d ,  a n d  b r i n g  f o r t h  b o u g h s  l i ke  a 
p l a n t :  b u t  m a n  d i e t h  a n d  wa s t e t h  away,  ye a  m a n 
g ive th  up  the  ghos t ,  and  where  i s  he?  As  the  wa te r s 
f a i l  f rom the  s ea ,  and  the  f lood  decaye th  and  d r i e th 
up,  so man l ie th down and r i se th not  t i l l  the heavens 
be  no  more ;  they  sha l l  no t  awake,  nor  be  r a i s ed  ou t 
of their sleep.”

A n d  t h i s  s e a s o n  i s  r a p i d l y  h a s t e n i n g  t o  a  c l o s e : 
y o u  a r e  p e r p e t u a l l y  r e m i n d e d  o f  i t .  E v e r y  d a y 
y o u  s e e  m a n  g o i n g  t o  h i s  l o n g  h o m e ,  a n d  t h e 
mour ne r s  go ing  abou t  the  s t re e t s .  Your  connex ion s 
d i e .  “ T h e  f a t h e r s ,  w h e r e  a r e  t h e y ? ” a n d  t h e



58	 the value of life�

58

p r o p h e t s ,  d o  t h e y  l i v e  f o r  e ve r ? ” E ve n  t h i s  I n - 
s t i t u t i o n ,  s i n c e  t h e  a n nu a l  a s s e m b l y,  h a s  b e e n  d e - 
p r ived  o f  the  d i s t i ngu i shed  Sec re t a r y  o f  the  Cor re - 
s p o n d i n g  B o a r d * — a n d  I  m e n t i o n  t h i s  t h e  m o r e 
f re e l y  a s  dy ing  i n  ou r  ne i ghbou rhood ,  I  s aw  h im  a 
f ew  d ay s  o n l y  b e f o r e  h i s  d e p a r t u r e ;  a n d  t h e  l a s t 
subject  of  our conver sa t ion was  the bus ines s  in which 
we  a re  now  eng ag ed .  No th i ng  l ay  n e a re r  h i s  h e a r t 
t h a n  t h e  p ro s p e r i t y  o f  t h i s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  a n d  h i s 
t a l en t s  h ave  been  o f t en  emp loyed  in  re commend ing 
i t — a n d  w h o  c o u l d  r e c o m m e n d  l i ke  h i m ?  B u t  t h e 
vo ice  which  made  you thr i l l ;  the  imag ina t ion  which 
wa s  e qu a l l y  c ap ab l e  o f  b e au t y  and  g r andeu r ;  t ho s e 
power s  o f  combinat ion and expans ion;  those  f acul t ie s 
which  cou ld  so  ju s t l y  d i s c r imina te,  so  d i s t inc t l y  de- 
l i ne a t e,  s o  r i ch l y  embe l l i s h ,  s o  deep l y  impre s s—are 
a l l  s i l e n t  i n  t h e  g r a ve !  A n d  we  a r e  f o l l ow i n g — 
“ Pe r h a p s  t h i s  i s  t h e  l a s t  ye a r ,  t h e  l a s t  m o n t h ,  t h e 
l a s t  week  in  wh ich  I  c an  g lo r i f y  my  Redeemer,  and 
be  s e r v i ce ab l e  to  tho se  a round  me.  Wha t  then  have 
I  d o n e ?  W h a t  a m  I  d o i n g ?  W h a t  c a n  I  d o ?  D o e s 
my  f am i l y  c l a im  my  a t t en t i on ?  Do  ch i l d ren  depend 
u p o n  m e  f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n ?  D o  n e i g h b o u r s  r e q u i r e 
k ind  o f f i c e s  o f  re l i e f ?  Doe s  my  coun t r y  demand  my 
exe r t i on s ?  Can  I  a i d  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  s em in a r i e s ,  i n 
ma i n t a i n i n g  t h e  wo r s h i p  o f  God ,  i n  s p re a d i n g  t h e 
G o s p e l ? — H i n d e r  m e  n o t .  I  m u s t  wo r k  t h e  wo r k 
of  Him that  sent me whi le i t  i s  day;  the night cometh 
wherein no man can work.”

I f  th i s  be  your  s en t imen t  and  l anguage  I  need  no t 
b e  a f r a i d  t o  b r i ng  f o rwa rd  a  c a s e  wh i ch  i n  g ene r a l 
te r ms I  have a l ready announced,  but  o f  which i t  wi l l 
be necessary to give you more particular information.

* Rev. Henry Hunter, D.D.
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I t  c a n  h a rd l y  b e  e x p e c t e d ,  h oweve r ,  t h a t  i n  t h e 
c lo se  o f  a  s e r mon we shou ld  fu r n i sh  you wi th  a  mi- 
nute  s ta tement  of  th ings  apper ta in ing to a  Char i ty  so 
long es tabl i shed,  so comprehens ive in i t s  p lan,  and so 
success fu l  in i t s  e f for t s .  This  i s  the les s  needful ,  a s  an 
account is always annexed to the annual sermon.*

Th e  S oc i ety  i n  S cot land  f or  th e  P ropagat i on 
of  C h r i st i an  K nowle dg e  h a s  s t r u c k  i t s  i n f l u e n c e 
a c ro s s  t h e  A t l a n t i c ,  a n d  N o r t h  A m e r i c a  h a s  b e e n 
ble s sed with i t s  mis s ionar ie s ,  o f  which the ce lebra ted 
B r a i n e rd  wa s  o n e .  B u t  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s p h e re  o f  i t s 
a c t iv i t y  a re  p a r t s  o f  i t s  own  coun t r y.  No  s i t u a t i on 
cou l d  h ave  requ i red  i t  mo re.  I n  t h e  l owe r  p a r t s  o f 
Scot l and  the  poor  a re  genera l l y  super ior  to  the  pea- 
sant r y  in  any other  countr y  both a s  to  educat ion and 
m o r a l i t y.  B u t  i t  wa s  f a r  o t h e r w i s e  w i t h  t h e  m o re 
nor ther n  d i s t r i c t s—the  High lands  and I s l ands .  There 
the  inhab i t an t s  we re  found  in  a  s t a t e  o f  to t a l  i gno- 
r an c e,  b a r b a r i sm ,  and  s upe r s t i t i on .  The i r  s i t u a t i on 
wa s  r emo t e—and  no t  e a s i l y  a pp ro a ched  f o r  moun- 
t a in s ,  r ive r s ,  a r ms  o f  the  s e a ,  a  s to r my ocean .  They 
h ad  no  book s—and  f ew  o f  t h em  cou l d  re ad .  The i r 
l a n g u a g e †  wa s  u n i n t e l l i g i b l e  t o  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e i r 
c o u n t r y m e n .  T h e  f e u d a l  d o m i n i o n  u n d e r  w h i c h 
they l ived was  unf avourable  to  the  increa se  o f  know- 
l e d g e .  T h e y  we r e  i n d e e d  d i v i d e d  i n t o  p a r i s h e s ; 
but  some of  these  were  for ty  and even s ix ty  mi le s  in 
ex ten t ,  w i th  on ly  one  church  and  one  s choo l .  F rom 
these  the major i ty  o f  the  inhabi tant s  could der ive  no 
a d va n t a g e .  T h e  f ew n e s s  o f  t h e  P ro t e s t a n t  C l e r g y 
and  the  s c a rc i t y  o f  P ro t e s t an t  i n s t r uc t ion  cou ld  no t 
expe l  the  mi sch ie f  o f  Poper y ;  Poper y  the re fo re  p re- 
vailed.

* This is here omitted.
† A dialect of the ancient Celtic.
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The Soc ie ty,  fo r med or ig ina l ly  fo r  the  re for mat ion 
o f  m a n n e r s ,  s o o n  t u r n e d  t h e i r  e ye  t owa rd s  t h e s e 
d re a r y  reg ion s ,  and  de t e r mined  to  emp loy  the i r  i n - 
f luence to teach the ignorant ,  to c iv i l i ze  the rude,  to 
evangel ize  the heathen,  and to emancipate  the super- 
s t i t ious—among those  who were  not  on ly  connec ted 
wi th  them a s  pa r t ake r s  o f  human na tu re,  bu t  a s  f e l - 
l ow-c i t i z en s  and  member s  o f  t he  s ame  emp i re.  The 
way by which they wished to penetra te  was—by es ta- 
b l i sh ing  and  endowing  s choo l s—by  emp loy ing  c a t e - 
chi s t s  and mis s ionar ie s—and by di s t r ibut ing the Holy 
S c r i p t u re s .  T h e  e f f e c t  h a s  b e e n  a n swe r a b l e  t o  t h e 
exce l l ency  o f  the  de s i gn .  Compare  now the  inhab i - 
t a n t s  w i t h  t h e  I r i s h ,  d e r ived  f rom  t h e  s ame  s t o ck , 
o r ig ina l l y  speak ing  the  s ame l anguage,  d i s t ingu i shed 
b y  t h e  s a m e  m a n n e r s  a n d  a r m s .  We  h a ve  l a t e l y 
seen in  the l a t ter  the dreadfu l  e f fec t s  o f  ignorant  and 
cruel  bigotr y—while the for mer have appeared peace- 
f u l  c i t i z en s ,  l oya l  s ub j e c t s ,  a b l e  d e f ende r s  o f  t h e i r 
coun t r y.  Compa re  the i r  p re s en t  cond i t i on  and  cha - 
r a c t e r  w i t h  t h e i r  f o r me r  h ab i t s  a nd  c i r cums t an c e s . 
They were bands of robber s ,  fol lowing the war-whoop 
of  any chie f ta in,  of ten invading their  souther n neigh- 
b o u r s — a n d  i t  i s  n o t  a  c e n t u r y  a g o  s i n c e  by  t h e i r 
i r r up t ion  they  sp read  a l a r m even to  the  ver y  met ro- 
po l i s .  Now,  good order,  decency,  indus t r y,  comfor t - 
a b l e  s ub s i s t e n c e,  a nd  “ t h e  i n f l u enc e  o f  a  m i l d  a nd 
e n l i g h t e n e d  r e l i g i o n ” a r e  eve r y w h e re  v i s i b l e ;  a n d 
th rough  any  o f  t he s e  p a r t s  a  p e r son  may  t r ave l  un- 
a r med ,  and  i n  t h e  n i gh t ,  w i t h  p e r f e c t  s a f e t y.  Now, 
i t  i s  no t  p re t ended  tha t  th i s  h appy  ame l io r a t ion  ha s 
b e e n  s o l e l y  a c c o m p l i s h e d  by  t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n — bu t 
th i s  ha s  f rom the  beg inn ing  been the  a im,  and in  no 
c o m m o n  d e g r e e  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  i t s  o p e r a t i o n s .  T h e
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number of  those who f rom the or ig in of  i t  have been 
ble s sed  by th i s  noble  Char i ty,  both in  the i r  tempora l 
and sp i r i tua l  c i rcumstances ,  would  appear  incred ible. 
I t  ha s  now above  three  hundred  teacher s ,  and  near ly 
s ix ty  thousand per sons  a re  da i ly  der iv ing  in s t r uc t ion 
f rom i t .  Though  the  re sou rce s  o f  the  in s t i t u t ion  be 
g rea t ,  and ever y th ing  be  managed wi th  s ingu la r  eco- 
n o my,  t h e  e x p e n d i t u r e  e q u a l s  t h e  r e c e i p t s .  T h e 
So c i e t y  i s  even  compe l l e d  t o  l im i t  i t s  e f f o r t s ,  a nd 
somet imes  obl iged  to  re fu se  pe t i t ion s .  I  have  an  ad- 
d i t i on a l  c i rcums t ance  t o  men t i on .  The  Soc i e t y  h a s 
under taken to  publ i sh  a  new ed i t ion o f  the  Old Tes- 
t ament  in  Gae l i c.  The  ob jec t  i s  o f  de s i r able  impor t - 
a n c e — t h i s  l a n g u a g e  i s  s p o ke n  by  m o re  t h a n  t h re e 
hundred  thousand  o f  your  f e l low-sub jec t s—and who 
would not wish them to have the word of God in their 
nat ive tongue—who would not lament that  any should 
be  w i l l i ng  to  re ad  the  Sc r i p tu re s ,  and  no t  h ave  the 
S c r i p t u r e s  t o  r e a d ?  A t  l e n g t h  t h i s  g r e a t  wo r k  i s 
comple ted ,  and  the  t r an s l a t ion  o f  the  whole  B ible  i s 
f u r n i shed  to  the  i nhab i t an t s .  The  expen s e  h a s  been 
a b ove  t h r e e  t h o u s a n d  p o u n d s .  H e n c e  t h e  S o c i e t y 
requ i re s  extraordinary  a i d ,  and  l ook s  f o rwa rd  th i s 
ye a r  w i t h  h i g h e r  e x p e c t a t i o n s  t h a n  u s u a l  t o  t h e 
London Collection; and shall they be disappointed?

My Bre th ren ,  I t  i s  a  sma l l  s a c r i f i c e  we  demand  o f 
yo u .  Yo u  a r e  n o t  c a l l e d  t o  we a r i s o m e  j o u r n e y s , 
l abor ious  exer t ions ,  se l f -denying ser v ices—the t r y ing 
par t  of  the work i s  di s interes tedly executed by other s . 
A n d  w i t h  r e g a rd  t o  yo u ,  we  o n l y  c r ave  a  l i t t l e  o f 
you r  a bund an c e .  I  know  you  h ave  i t  i n  t h e  powe r 
o f  yo u r  h a n d .  I f  yo u  s ay.  C l a i m s  o f  t h i s  k i n d  a r e 
pe r pe tua l l y  renewed—remember  how much you  owe 
t o  re l i g i on ;  how  much  i t  h a s  s aved  you  i n  cu t t i n g
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o f f  expens ive  v i ce s  and  amusement s—and in  mak ing 
you indus t r ious  and  f r uga l  and  l ibe ra l—for  g iv ing  i s 
t h e  way  t o  t h r i v i n g .  B e s i d e s ,  yo u r  p ro p e r t y  wa s 
g iven you for  thi s  ver y pur pose,  and a t ime i s  has ten- 
ing  on  when  the  de s i gn  and  the  app l i c a t ion  o f  your 
wea l th  wi l l  be  compared  toge ther—may you be  ena- 
bled  to  g ive  up  your  account  wi th  joy,  and not  wi th 
gr ief.

Bu t  you  w i l l  no t  b e  b a ckwa rd  t o  do  good  and  t o 
c ommun i c a t e .  I  h ave  a  f u l l  c on f i d en c e  o f  s u c c e s s , 
der ived not  f rom the ab i l i t i e s  o f  the  speaker,  hut  the 
d i s p o s i t i o n s  o f  t h e  h e a r e r s .  I  k n ow  m a ny  i n  t h i s 
l a rge  a s s embly ;  and  I  know tha t  they  c annot  be  un- 
moved  a t  the  p ro spec t  o f  u se fu lne s s ;  they  cannot  be 
i nd i f f e ren t  t o  t h e  we l f a re  o f  t h e  r i s i ng  g ene r a t i on ; 
they  cannot  be  unconcer ned for  the  s a fe ty  and pros- 
pe r i t y  o f  the i r  be loved  coun t r y ;  they  c anno t  be  in - 
s en s i b l e  t o  t h e  p rog re s s  o f  t h a t  K ingdom,  wh i ch  i s 
r i gh t eou sne s s  i n  p e a c e  and  j oy  i n  t h e  Ho l y  Gho s t . 
They have tas ted that  the Lord i s  g racious themselves , 
and  wi sh  o the r s  to  pa r t ake  o f  the  s ame  b l e s s edne s s . 
They  have  been  c a l l ed  ou t  o f  da rkne s s  in to  mar ve l - 
lous  l ight ,  and are  now deter mined to shew for th the 
p r a i s e s  o f  t h e i r  De l ive re r .  “H i s  n ame  s h a l l  e ndu re 
fo r  eve r ;  h i s  name sha l l  be  con t inued  a s  long  a s  the 
s u n ;  a n d  m e n  s h a l l  h e  b l e s s e d  i n  h i m ;  a l l  n a t i o n s 
s h a l l  c a l l  h im  b l e s s e d .  And  b l e s s e d  b e  h i s  g l o r i ou s 
name for  ever ;  and le t  the whole  ear th be f i l l ed with 
his glory; Amen and Amen.”
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ADVERTISEMENT.

Whatever re luc tance  the  Author  might  have  fe l t 
to publish the present Discourse, he was not able 

t o  re f u s e  f o r  a  momen t  s o  s oon  a s  h i s  impo r tuna t e 
f r i end s  expre s s ed  the i r  be l i e f  tha t  i t  wou ld  sub se r ve 
t he  c au s e  o f  t he  B r i t i s h  and  Fo re i gn  B ib l e  Soc i e t y. 
I n  t h i s  v i ew  he  f e a r s  t h ey  h ave  ove r - e s t ima t ed  t h e 
A d d r e s s .  E ve r y  m a n ,  h owe ve r ,  h a s  n o t  o n l y  h i s 
own  c i r c l e  o f  c onnex i on s ,  bu t  s ome  d e g re e  o f  i n - 
f l u ence,  e s p e c i a l l y  when  f o r  a  l eng th  o f  ye a r s ,  a nd 
w i t h  s o m e  l i t t l e  c o n s i s t e n c y  a n d  s u c c e s s ,  h e  h a s 
ende avou red  t o  s e r ve  h i s  g ene r a t i on  by  t h e  w i l l  o f 
G o d .  I f  t h i s  b e  i n  a ny  m e a s u r e  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  t h e 
Au tho r,  l e t  i t  a c company  t h e  d e c l a r a t i on—Tha t  h e 
h a s  known  t h i s  Soc i e t y  f rom the  commencemen t— 
t h a t  h e  h a s  w i t h  n o  s m a l l  a t t e n t i o n  wa t c h e d  i t s 
s p i r i t ,  i t s  o p e r a t i o n s ,  a n d  u s e f u l n e s s — t h a t  h e  h a s 
p e r u s ed  n e a r l y  a l l  t h a t ,  bo t h  e a r l i e r  a nd  l a t e r ,  h a s 
b e e n  u r g e d  a g a i n s t  i t — a n d  t h a t  h e  h a s  f o u n d 
no t h i n g  t h a t  h a s ,  i n  h i s  c onv i c t i on ,  t h e  we i gh t  o f 
a  f e a the r  c ompa r e d  w i th  i t s  p re - eminen t  exce l l ence ; 
— a n d  t h a t  h e  c o n s i d e r s  i t  u p o n  t h e  w h o l e ,  a n d 
w h i l e  i t  a d h e r e s  t o  i t s  o r i g i n a l  a n d  f u n d a m e n t a l  l a w s 
a nd  r i d e s ,  a s  t he  nob l e s t  I n s t i t u t i on  s i n ce  the  apo s - 
tolic era.*

*	 T h e  S o c i e t y  a t  t h i s  t i m e  w a s  e n d u r i n g  m u c h  o p p o s i t i o n 
and misrepresentation in this locality.
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T h o u g h ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  A u t h o r  p r e a c h e d  c o n 
a m o v e ,  ye t  h e  s p a ke  f ro m  h i s  j u d g m e n t  a s  f u l l y  a s 
f r o m  h i s  h e a r t .  B u t  i t  m u s t  b e  r e m e m b e r e d  t h a t 
i n  a  p a r t  o f  a  S e r m o n  h e  h a d  a  ve r y  s m a l l  s p a c e 
for  a  ver y  comprehens ive  topic.  There,  too,  he could 
on l y  s p e a k  i n  t h e  s t r a i n  o f  a  popu l a r  a dd re s s ;  a n d 
a i m  a t  a  g e n e r a l  i m p re s s i o n ,  l e av i n g  t h e  a n swe r  t o 
p a r t i c u l a r  o b j e c t i o n s ,  a n d  t h e  r e s c u e  o f  p e r ve r t e d 
a n d  m i s a p p l i e d  t e x t s  o f  S c r i p t u r e ,  t o  s u c h  a d vo - 
c a t e s  a s  H u g h e s ,  a n d  F letc h e r ,  a n d  S i m e on,  a n d 
Poy n d e r ,  a n d  S c o t t,  a n d  K i n g ,  a n d  E l l i o t,  a n d 
Bacon,  a n d  M i l ne r ,  a n d  Dault ry,  a n d  a  nu m b e r 
m o r e ,  w h o  h a v e  w r i t t e n  w h a t  s o m e  w o u l d  b e 
t e mp t ed  t o  t h i nk  i t  we re  impo s s i b l e  t o  g a i n s ay  o r 
r e s i s t ,  u n l e s s  t h e re  b e ,  phy s i c a l l y  o r  j u d i c i a l l y,  a n 
incapac i ty  to  we igh  ev idence,  o r  an  ind i spos i t ion  to 
receive it.

Percy Place, Bath,
	 March 19, 1832.
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“Then took Jeremiah another roll and gave it to Baruch the 
s c r i b e,  t h e  s on  o f  Ne r i ah ;  who  wro t e  th e r e in  f r om th e 
mouth of Jeremiah al l the words of the hook which Jehoi- 
akim king of Judah had burned in the fire; and there were 
added besides unto them many like words.”—Jer. xxxvi. 32.

“Surely,  O Lord ,” s ay s  Dav id ,  “ the  wra th  o f  man 
shah, praise thee.” This is indeed by no means the 

r e a l  d e s i g n ,  o r  t h e  n a t u r a l  t e n d e n c y  o f  t h e  t h i n g . 
In  th i s  re spec t  “ the  wra th  o f  man  worke th  mot  the 
r i g h t eou s n e s s  o f  God .” Bu t  h i s  w i s dom  and  powe r 
a r e  i n f i n i t e ;  a n d  by  t h e  ove r r u l i n g  a g e n c y  o f  h i s 
p rov idence  he  cause s  the  e f fu s ions  o f  human rage  to 
conduce  to  the  d i s p l ay  o f  h i s  g l o r y ;  and  thu s  tu r n s 
the curse into a blessing.

T h e  B i b l e  a b o u n d s  w i t h  i n s t a n c e s  o f  t h i s  t r u t h . 
A  ve r y  s t r i k i n g  e xe m p l i f i c a t i o n  c o m e s  b e f o r e  u s 
t h i s  m o r n i n g .  I n  t h e  f o u r t h  y e a r  o f  J e h o i a k i m , 
“ Ta ke  t h e e ,” s a i d  G o d  t o  J e r e m i a h ,  “ a  r o l l  o f  a 
b o o k ,  a n d  w r i t e  t h e re i n  a l l  t h e  wo rd s  t h a t  I  h ave 
s poken  un to  t h ee  a g a i n s t  I s r a e l ,  a nd  a g a i n s t  Jud ah , 
a n d  a g a i n s t  a l l  t h e  n a t i o n s ,  f ro m  t h e  d ay  I  s p a ke 
un to  t h e e,  f rom  t h e  d ay s  o f  Jo s i a h ,  even  un to  t h i s 
d ay.  I t  m ay  b e  t h a t  t h e  h o u s e  o f  Ju d a h  w E l  h e a r 
a l l  t h e  ev i l  wh i ch  I  pu r po s e  t o  do  un to  them;  t h a t 
t h ey  may  re t u r n  eve r y  man  f rom h i s  ev i l  way ;  t h a t 
I  may  f o r g ive  t h en  i n i qu i t y  a nd  t h e i r  s i n .” He  d i d 
s o ,  e m p l oy i n g  B a r u c h  a s  h i s  a m a n u e n s i s .  B a r u c h
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not  on ly  in sc r ibed ,  the  ro l l ,  bu t  read  i t  on  the  f a s t - 
d ay  f rom a  b a l cony  i n  the  cou r t  o f  t he  t emp l e,  t he 
p eop l e  s t a nd ing  unde r ne a t h .  M i c a i ah  h e a rd  i t ,  a nd 
wen t  and  re l a t ed  t he  s ub s t ance  o f  i t  t o  t he  p r i n ce s 
who were  a s sembled together  in  the  sc r ibe ’s  chamber 
o f  the  k ing ’s  hou se.  They  the re fo re  s en t  fo r  Ba r uch 
t o  r e a d  i t  t o  t h e m .  T h ey  h e a r d  i t  w i t h  f e a r  a n d 
t r e m b l i n g ,  a n d  a g r e e d  t o  t e l l  t h e  k i n g .  T h e  k i n g 
i n s t a n t l y  o rd e re d  Je h u d i  t o  g o  a n d  f e t c h  t h e  ro l l . 
“Now the  k ing  s a t  in  the  win te r -house  in  the  n in th 
mon th :  and  the re  wa s  a  f i re  on  the  he a r th  bu r n ing 
be fo re  them.  And i t  c ame to  pa s s ,  tha t  when  Jehud i 
had read three or  four  leaves ,  he cut  i t  wi th the pen- 
kni fe,  and cas t  i t  into the f i re  that  was on the hear th, 
un t i l  a l l  t he  ro l l  wa s  con sumed  in  the  f i re  th a t  wa s 
o n  t h e  h e a r t h .” H e  a l s o  c o m m a n d e d  s o m e  o f  h i s 
o f f i ce r s  “ to  t ake  Bar uch the  sc r ibe  and  Je remiah  the 
p r o p h e t .  B u t  t h e  L o r d  h i d  t h e m .” Va i n  t o o  wa s 
h i s  r a g e  a g a i n s t  t h e  ro l l .  I t  c ou l d  n o t  p reven t  t h e 
a c comp l i s hmen t  o f  t he  th re a t en ing s  i t  con t a ined ;— 
yea ,  i t  d id  not  h inder  even  the  publ i ca t ion  o f  them. 
“ Ta ke  t h e e  a n o t h e r  r o l l ,” s a y s  G o d  t o  J e r e m i a h , 
“ and  wr i t e  i n  i t  a l l  t h e  f o r me r  wo rd s  t h a t  we re  i n 
t h e  f i r s t  ro l l ,  w h i c h  J e h o i a l d m  t h e  k i n g  o f  Ju d a h 
h a t h  bu r n e d .” N o r  wa s  t h i s  a l l — T h e  w r i t i n g  wa s 
e v e n  e n l a r g e d  a n d  i m p r o v e d .  “ T h e n  t o o k  J e r e - 
m i a h  a n o t h e r  r o l l ,  a n d  g a v e  i t  t o  B a r u c h  t h e  s c r i b e , 
t h e  s o n  o f  N e r i a h ;  w h o  w r o t e  t h e r e i n  f r o m  t h e  m o u t h 
o f  J e r em i a h  a l l  t h e  w o rd s  o f  t h e  b o o k  wh i c h  J e h o i a l dm 
k i n g  o f  J u d a h  h a d  b u r n e d  i n  t h e  f i r e :  an d  t h e r e 
w e r e  a d d e d  b e s i d e s  u n t o  t h e m  m a n y  l i k e 
words.”

Le t  u s  r i s e  f rom  henc e  i n t o  s ome  g ene r a l  r e f l e c - 
t ions .  F i r s t .  Le t  us  obser ve  the  impor tance  o f  hav ing
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t h e  wo rd  o f  God  commi t t e d  t o  w r i t i n g .  S e cond l y. 
Le t  u s  t ake  some  v i ews  o f  t he  men  who  wou ld  de - 
s t r oy  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s .  T h i r d l y.  L e t  u s  s h e w  h ow 
many th ings  which seemed l ike ly  to  in jure  reve la t ion 
have subserved its advantage.

Many  o f  you  w i l l  r emembe r  t h a t ,  a  ye a r  a go,  t h e 
P re a che r  who  i s  now  add re s s i n g  you  p l e dged  h im- 
s e l f  t o  d i s c ou r s e  on  t h e  S c r i p t u re s  w i t h  a  v i ew  t o 
d i s p l ay  t he  c l a im s  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  and  Fo re i gn  B ib l e 
S o c i e t y,  t h e  S a bb a t h  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r ev i o u s  t o  t h e 
Annua l  Meet ing o f  the  Auxi l i a r y  Ins t i tu t ion in  Bath . 
Tha t  S abba th  i s  now a r r ived ;  and  t h e re f o re  by  D i - 
v ine per mis s ion and a s s i s t ance he wi l l  endeavour  th i s 
mo r n i ng  t o  re d e em  t h e  p l e dg e .  No  one,  un l e s s  by 
a  p e c u l i a r  p e r ve r s e n e s s  o f  m i n d ,  c a n  c o n s t r u e  t h e 
a t t e m p t  i n t o  a n  a c t  o f  c o n t e n t i o n  o r  c o n t rove r s y, 
when i t  i s  on ly  the  fu l f i l l ing  o f  an  engagement  pub- 
l i c l y  m a d e ,  b e f o r e  h e  h a d  a ny  a p p r e h e n s i o n  o f  a 
s ch i sm f rom,  much  more  o f  an  a c t ive  oppo s i t i on  to 
an  e s t ab l i s hmen t  wh i ch  he  con s i de r s ,  w i th  m i l l i on s 
m o r e  a t  h o m e  a n d  a b r o a d  ( a n d  h e  n e e d  n o t  b e 
ashamed of his company), as the glory of our land.

The f i r s t  par t  o f  our  sub jec t  does  not  requi re  us  to 
b r ing  fo rward  the  ev idence s  o f  the  Div ine  au thor i ty 
o f  th i s  book .  I t  i s  t aken  fo r  g r an ted  tha t  “a l l  Sc r ip- 
t u re  i s  g iven  by  i n s p i r a t i on  o f  God  and  “ th a t  ho l y 
men  o f  o l d  s p a k e  a s  t h ey  we re  moved  o f  t h e  Ho l y 
Ghost.” But

The prophet’s pen succeeds his breath, 
To save the holy words from death—”

And we have now to do with the importance of having 
the  mind  and  w i l l  o f  God  commi t t ed  to  t en t ing .  I t 
was important for two reasons.
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F i r s t ,  becau se  i t  wa s  nece s s a r y  tha t  the  knowledge 
o f  them shou ld  he  pe r pe tua ted  and  ex tended .  Wi th- 
ou t  th i s  t hey  cou ld  no t  be  f e l t  o r  a c t ed  upon ;  they 
cou l d  no t  b e come  t h e  r u l e  o f  ou r  conduc t ,  o r  t h e 
s o u r c e  o f  o u r  h o p e .  H e n c e  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  “ H ow 
c a n  t h e y  b e l i e ve  i n  h i m  o f  w h o m  t h e y  h ave  n o t 
h e a rd ? ” H e n c e  s ay s  G o d ,  “ B y  h i s  k n ow l e d g e  s h a l l 
m y  r i g h t e o u s  s e r v a n t  j u s t i f y  m a n y.” H e n c e  t h e 
p r aye r  o f  t h e  C h u rc h ,  “ L e t  t hy  way  b e  k n ow n  o n 
earth; thy saving health among all nations.”

Second ly,  bec au s e  the re  wa s  no  way  o f  p re s e r v ing 
a nd  e x t end i ng  t h e  know l edg e  o f  t h em  t o  b e  c om- 
p a re d  w i t h  t h i s .  I t  i s  e a s y  t o  s e e  h ow  mu c h  m o re 
pe r f e c t l y  th i s  med ium convey s  the  knowledge,  bo th 
a s  t o  e x t e n s i ve n e s s  a n d  c e r t a i n t y,  t h a n  o r a l  t r a d i - 
t ion .  How i s  a  th ing  a l t e red ,  in  the  common a f f a i r s 
o f  l i f e,  by  repea ted  re l a t ion !  Some announcer s  never 
r e g a rd  a c cu r a c y ;  o t h e r s  s e em  i n c a p ab l e  o f  i t .  On e 
f rom a  l ack o f  memory drops ,  another  f rom a  fe r v id- 
ne s s  o f  f e e l i ng  a lway s  add s ,  c i rcums t ance s .  Few a re 
master s  of  the shades of  di f ference there are in words ; 
ye t  i t  i s  we l l  known  how o f t en  a  s imp l e  t e r m  w i l l 
imp l y  t oo  much  o r  t oo  l i t t l e  t o  de f i n e  and  exp re s s 
the  ju s t  mean ing .  And  hence  i t  i s  p rove rb i a l l y  s a i d , 
that there is no believing one half of what we hear.

Wi t h o u t  w r i t t e n  d o c u m e n t s  w h a t  c o u l d  we  h ave 
k n ow n  o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  h i s t o r y  o f  o u r  c o u n t r y ?  A 
number  o f  even t s  and  t r an s ac t ion s  migh t  have  come 
down  to  ou r  own  t ime s ,  a nd  how wou ld  t h ey  h ave 
b e e n  mu t i l a t e d  i n  t h e  l a p s e  o f  a g e s !  T h e  g r e a t e r 
p a r t  t he re fo re  o f  t he  a c coun t s  o f  a l l  n a t i on s  be fo re 
t h ey  h a d  w r i t t e n  r e c o rd s  h a s  b e e n  a lway s  d e e m e d 
little better than falsehood or fable.

But  le t  me adduce an i l lu s t ra t ion tha t  comes  nearer
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t o  o u r  p u r p o s e .  A l l  m a n k i n d  o n c e  h a d  a  D i v i n e 
reve l a t ion .  The  f ami ly  o f  Noah ,  s aved  f rom the  a rk , 
was  the  or ig ina l  o f  the  pre sent  na t ions  o f  the  g lobe. 
But  th i s  f ami ly  was  pos se s sed  o f  Div ine  communica- 
t i on s ;  and  a s  t h e  membe r s  o f  i t  s p re ad  ab ro ad  t hey 
c a r r i e d  t h e  d i s c ove r i e s  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e m .  H e n c e , 
l ong  a f t e r  t he i r  d iv i s i on  and  d i s pe r s i on ,  we  f i nd  in 
va r iou s  coun t r i e s  some  knowledge  o f  the  t r ue  God , 
a s  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  Ba l a am ,  who  c ame  f rom Me sopo- 
t a m i a .  H e n c e ,  t o o ,  a l l  P a g a n  n a t i o n s  h a ve  b e e n 
found  to  be t r ay  some  r ude  no t ion s  o f  re l i g ion .  Fo r 
not  only to remark their  apprehens ion of  some power 
a bove  t h em ,  a nd  s ome  f o re bod i ng s  o f  a  s t a t e  a f t e r 
d e a t h ,  how  un ive r s a l  i s  t h e  u s a g e  o f  s a c r i f i c e ,  t h e 
mo s t  un a c coun t ab l e  p r a c t i c e  imag in ab l e  un l e s s  d e - 
r i ve d  f ro m  a  D iv i n e  a p p o i n t m e n t !  T h e  s a m e  m ay 
a l so  be  s a id  o f  the  reckon ing  o f  t ime  by  s even s .  An 
observat ion of the moon would lead to the dis t inct ion 
o f  months ,  and  the  d iur na l  and  annua l  cour se  o f  the 
sun  to  tha t  o f  d ay s  and  yea r s ,  bu t  wha t  conce ivab l e 
c a u s e  c o u l d  s e p t e n a r y  d i v i s i o n s  h ave  h a d  bu t  t h e 
o r i g i n a l  e x i s t e n c e  a n d  o b s e r v a n c e  o f  a  S a b b a t h ? 
The se,  and  o the r  th ing s ,  a re  no t  the re fo re,  a s  s ome 
p r e t e n d ,  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a c c i d e n t ,  o r  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f 
re a son ,  bu t  the  rema in s  o f  reve l a t i on ;  the  l i nge r ing 
ray s  o f  a  de scended sun ;  and which a re  a lways  found 
s t ronger  and  c l e a re r  the  nea re r  you  approx ima te  the 
t ime  o f  i t s  go ing  down.  What  wa s  de r ived  f rom one 
common  and  D iv i n e  s ou rc e ,  whe re  l e f t  un r e c o r d e d , 
un avo i d ab l y  b e c ame  mo re  a nd  mo re  i nd i s t i n c t  a nd 
even  co r r up t .  And  th i s  wa s  t he  c a s e  a s  t o  a l l  o the r 
p e o p l e ;  bu t  i n  t h e  f a m i l y  o f  A b r a h a m ,  a n d  i n  t h e 
na t ion  o f  the  Jews ,  the  reve l a t ion  was  commit ted  to
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wr i t i ng .  Thu s  i t  b ec ame  f i xed  and  inva r i ab l e.  Thu s 
t he re  wa s  a lway s  a  s t anda rd  to  wh i ch  appea l s  cou ld 
be  made,  and  by  which  mi s t ake s  cou ld  be  cor rec ted . 
T h e  o r i g i n a l  wa s  d e p o s i t e d  i n  t h e  a r k ;  f ro m  t h i s 
every king,  when he ascended the throne,  was obl iged 
to  wr i t e  ou t  a  copy  h imse l f  fo r  h i s  own u se ;  a l so  a t 
eve r y  f e s t iva l  t h e  who l e  book  wa s  re ad  pub l i c l y  i n 
t h e  a u d i e n c e  o f  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e ;  w h i l e ,  we  m ay  b e 
s u re ,  t h e  cu r i ou s  and  t h e  p i ou s  wou ld  s oon  ob t a i n 
t ranscr ipt ions  for  themselves ,  and lend or  rec i te  them 
to their fr iends and neighbours.

You perce ive  we have  not  inqui red  a f t e r  the  or ig in 
o f  a l phabe t i c a l  cha r ac t e r.  Th i s  s eems  p l a in  and  e a sy 
enough  to  tho se  who  u s e  i t  w i thou t  re f l e c t ion ;  bu t 
nothing has  appeared more di f f icu l t  and wonder fu l  to 
t h o s e  w h o  t h i n k ,  a n d  a r e  a n x i o u s  t o  a c c o u n t  f o r 
e f f e c t s .  H e n c e  G i l b e r t  Wa ke f i e l d ,  a  s c h o l a r  n o t 
l ike ly to er r  on the s ide of  enthus ia sm, has  a t tempted 
to  p rove  tha t  i t  mus t  have  been  a t  f i r s t  a  communi- 
cation from God himself.

Bu t  we  h ave  on l y  no t i c e d  t h e  u s e  o f  i t .  Wr i t i n g 
h a s  a n s we r e d  a  t h o u s a n d  i nv a l u a b l e  p u r p o s e s .  I t 
h a s  been  the  re sou rce  o f  f r i end sh ip.  I t  h a s  so f t ened 
t h e  d re a r i n e s s  o f  a b s e n c e  a n d  d i s t a n c e .  I t  h a s  e n - 
l a r g e d  c o m m e rc e .  I t  h a s  e n r i c h e d  t h e  wo r l d  w i t h 
the  s po i l s  o f  h i s t o r y.  I t  h a s  i n c re a s ed  unmea su r ab l y 
the  deg ree s  o f  a l l  u s e fu l  knowledge.  By  mean s  o f  i t 
m e n  h ave  s e c u re d  a n d  c o m mu n i c a t e d  t h e i r  m e n t a l 
a cqu i s i t i on s ;  and  t he  d i s cove r i e s  and  improvemen t s 
o f  one  age  have  l a i d  the  founda t ion s  to  re ce ive  the 
a d d i t i o n s  o f  a n o t h e r .  B u t  t h e  h i g h e s t  h o n o u r  a n d 
u s e fu lne s s  a t t a ched  to  wr i t i ng  a re,  th a t  i t  h a s  i den- 
t i f i e d ,  p re s e r ved ,  a nd  b rough t  i n t o  ou r  po s s e s s i on
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unimpaired the words  of  e ter na l  l i fe,  and which shew 
un to  u s  t he  way  o f  s a l va t i on .  And  I  c anno t  f o rbe a r 
repeating the language we have just been singing—

“Our nation reads the written word, 
That book of life, that sure record; 
The bright inheritance of Heaven 
Is by the sweet conveyance given.”

We on ly  add ,  tha t  th i s  b l e s s ed  in s t r umenta l i t y  wa s 
rendered complete by the invent ion of  pr int ing.  Thus 
mech an i sm  d i s p en s e s  w i t h  t h e  t e d i ou sn e s s  a nd  e x - 
p en s ivene s s  o f  manu s c r i p t ;  s o  t h a t  whe re  one  copy 
cou ld  have  been  ob t a ined  f rom the  pen ,  a  hundred , 
a  t hou s and  c an  be  de r ived  f rom the  p re s s ;  and  thu s 
mi l l ions  pos se s s  the  s ac red  t rea sure  who mus t  o ther- 
wise have been destitute.

Bu t ,  2d l y,  wha t  wou l d  you  t h i nk  o f  t h o s e  who  wou l d 
d e s t r o y  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s ?  I  s e e  yo u  s h u d d e r  a t  t h e 
i n t i m a t i o n ;  a n d  yo u  wo n d e r  h ow  a n y  o n e  c o u l d 
be  c apab l e  o f  the  a c t ion  o f  Jeho i ak im,  who  cu t  the 
D iv ine  ro l l  i n  p i e c e s ,  and  c a s t  i t  i n to  t he  f i re .  Bu t 
one  hundred  and  s even ty  yea r s  be fo re  Chr i s t ,  An t i - 
ochu s  Ep iphane s  c au sed  a l l  the  cop ie s  o f  the  Sc r ip- 
tu re s  he  cou ld  p rocu re  to  be  bu r n t .  Three  hundred 
and three  year s  a f te r  Chr i s t ,  Dioc le s i an ,  by  an  ed ic t , 
o rde red  a l l  t h e  cop i e s  o f  t he  Sc r i p tu re s  t o  be  con- 
s u m e d ;  a n d  E u s e b i u s ,  t h e  h i s t o r i a n ,  s a y s  h e  s aw 
t h e m  f l a m i n g  i n  h e a p s  i n  t h e  m a r ke t - p l a c e .  T h e 
p r e a c h e r  a  f ew  ye a r s  a g o  k n ew  a  m a n  i n  h i s  ow n 
ne i ghbou rhood ,  even  i n  p ro f e s s i on a l  l i f e ,  who,  o f - 
f ended  wi th  h i s  p ious  wi fe  fo r  so  f requent ly  read ing 
the  B ib l e,  one  d ay  sn a t ched  i t  f rom he r  h and s ,  and 
thrus t ing  i t  in to  the  g ra te,  reduced i t  to  a shes .  Thi s , 
a s  we l l  i t  may,  shock s  you .  And  ye t  h ave  you  neve r 
he a rd  o f  Vo l t a i re ,  and  Pa ine,  and  Tay lo r,  and  many



74	 the scriptures�

74

o the r s  o f  the  s ame  s choo l ,  who  have  more  than  be- 
t r a ye d  t h e  w i s h e s  o f  t h e i r  h e a r t s ?  T h e y  m ay  b e 
res t ra ined in a  countr y l ike  th i s  f rom actua l ly  tear ing 
t h e  s a c re d  vo l ume  o r  t r amp l i n g  i t  unde r  f oo t ;  bu t 
a l l  b ad  men  a re  re a l l y  aga in s t  the  B ib l e.  They  make 
the  book the i r  enemy,  and  then  they  a re  enemie s  to 
the  book ;  and  ha t e  i t  b ec au s e  i t  doe s  no t  p rophe sy 
good  conce r n i ng  t h em ,  bu t  ev i l .  A  renowned  ch a - 
r ac te r,  now l iv ing ,  in for med the  preacher  tha t  when 
he  v i s i t ed  C——e in  Dorche s t e r  g ao l ,  a s  soon  a s  he 
took out hi s  Bible,  the inf idel  excla imed, “I  wi l l  hear 
no t h i ng  f rom  t h a t  book .  I  c a nno t  endu re  i t—How 
c a n  I  endure  i t ,  when ,  i f  i t  be  t r ue,  I  am mi s e r ab l e 
f o r  eve r ? ” L e t  u s  t a ke  f o u r  v i ew s  o f  t h e  a d ve r s a - 
r ies of the Bible.

F i r s t ,  l e t  u s  v i ew  tho s e  who  wou ld  de s t roy  i t—a s 
t o  t h e i r  t a s t e .  W h o  c a n  h e l p  a d m i r i n g  e ve n  t h e 
compos i t ion o f  th i s  book i t se l f ?  so  tha t ,  a s  the  wi t ty 
and  s eve re  Sou th  s ay s ,  “The  g en t l eman  t h a t  wou ld 
no t  su f f e r  h i s  son  to  read  the  Sc r ip tu re s ,  fo r  f e a r  o f 
s po i l i n g  h i s  s t y l e ,  s h ewed  h im s e l f  t o  b e  a s  much  a 
blockhead a s  an  a the i s t ,  and to  have a s  l i t t l e  gus t  for 
e x c e l l e n c y  o f  e x p r e s s i o n  a s  f o r  t h e  d i v i n i t y  o f 
m a t t e r .” W h a t  w r i t i n g  i s  h e r e !  W h a t  s u b l i m i t y 
i n  s o m e  p a s s a g e s !  W h a t  b e a u t y  i n  o t h e r s !  W h a t 
t e nde r n e s s ,  a nd  s imp l i c i t y,  a nd  n a t u re  i n  a l l !  Who 
ever  pe r u sed  unmoved ,  und i s so lved ,  the  na r r a t ive  o f 
Jo s eph?  the  re su r rec t ion  o f  Laz a r u s ?  the  f a rewe l l  o f 
Paul to the elders of Ephesus?

H e r e  we  a r e  s u p p l i e d  w i t h  a r t i c l e s  u n d e r i v a b l e 
f rom any  o the r  s ou rce,  and  a re  l ed  b a ck  to  pe r iod s 
much  e a r l i e r  t h an  o the r  wr i t e r s  app roach .  He re  we 
ming l e  w i th  the  f i r s t  g ene r a t ion s  o f  men .  We s t and 
and  see  how the  ea r th  ro se  out  o f  chaos .  We beho ld
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t h e  wo r l d  d e l u g e d .  We  s e e  i t  e m e r g i n g  f ro m  t h e 
F lood ,  and  renewed  and  re -peop led  aga in .  How en- 
ter ta in ing and prec ious  are  the f ragments  of  ant iqui ty 
wh ich  we  f ind  in  the  Book  o f  Gene s i s !  Who wou ld 
n o t  a d m i r e ,  a n d  w i s h  t o  p r e s e r ve  t h e m ? — B u t  t h e 
vand a l i sm  o f  i n f i d e l i t y  wou ld  b an i s h  t h em a l l ;  a nd 
f ix our eyes  upon the darkness  and drear iness  of  more 
than two thousand years.

R e ve l a t i o n  d i g n i f i e s  t h e  h u m a n  r a c e ,  a n d  o n e 
would natura l ly  suppose that  the descr ipt ions  i t  g ives 
o f  a  sp i r i t  wi th in  them,  o f  the i r  capac i ty  fo r  end le s s 
i m p r ove m e n t  a n d  e n j oy m e n t ,  o f  t h e i r  i m m o r t a l 
de s t i n a t i on ,  and  o f  t he i r  be ing  the  pecu l i a r  c a re  o f 
De i t y,  wou l d  f a l l  i n  w i t h  t h e i r  t h i r s t  o f  g re a t n e s s ; 
a nd  t h a t  i f  t h ey  g ave  up  a l l  t h e s e  ennob l i ng  s t a t e - 
men t s ,  t h ey  wou ld  do  i t  w i th  re l u c t ance :  t h a t  t h ey 
Wo u l d  w i s h  t h e m  t o  b e  t r u e ;  a n d  l a m e n t  t o  l e a r n 
t h a t  t h ey  we re  f o r m e d  f o r  n o  h i g h e r  e n d  t h a n  t o 
s u f f e r  o r  s l e e p  f o r  a  s e a s o n — B u t  s u c h  i s  t h e  s e l f - 
abasement  and voluntar y  humi l i ty  o f  the  in f ide l ,  tha t 
h e  s t r i p s  h im s e l f  o f  h i s  g l o r y,  a nd  t a ke s  t h e  c rown 
f rom h i s  head ,  tha t ,  the  b r u te  a lone  t r iumphan t ,  he 
may  go  and  g r aze  by  the  s ide  o f  h i s  b re th ren  in  the 
f i e l d ,  and  s ay.  Le t  u s  e a t  and  d r ink ,  f o r  t o -mor row 
we die.

S e c o n d l y,  l e t  u s  v i ew  t h e s e  m e n  w i t h  r e g a rd  t o 
the i r  pa t r i o t i sm ,  o r  rega rd  for  the  publ i c  we l f a re.  We 
a re  au thor i s ed  to  s ay  tha t  the  g rea te s t  advan t age s  o f 
c iv i l i z a t i on  a re  t o  b e  a s c r i b ed  t o  t h e  i n f l u en c e  o f 
r eve l a t i on .  Whe reve r  i t  h a s  p reva i l e d  i t  h a s  t amed 
t h e  p a s s i on s  a nd  t h e  manne r s  o f  t h e  mu l t i t u d e  f a r 
more  t h an  any  me re l y  human  o rd in ance s .  Who  c an 
de s c r i be  wha t  i t  h a s  done  in  pu r i f y ing  and  b l e s s i ng 
the  sp r ing-head  o f  soc i e ty,  in  b r ing ing  back  the  in-
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s t i t u t i on  o f  ma r r i a g e  t o  one  o r i g i n a l  p a i r ,  a nd  no t 
on l y  exc l ud ing  po l yg amy,  bu t  con f i n i ng  d ivo rc e  t o 
c a s e s  o f  adu l t e r y  on ly ?  Wha t  ha s  so  r a i s ed  the  tone 
o f  mor a l s  t h a t  a  wre t ch  i s  now de t e s t ed  and  d r iven 
f rom the  ver y  dregs  o f  soc ie ty  who i s  on ly  suspec ted 
of  of fences  in which the f ines t  character s  of  ant iqui ty 
open l y  i ndu l g ed ?  Wha t  h a s  a bo l i s h ed  t h e  i nd e c en t 
and crue l  and bloody r i te s  o f  g lad ia tor y combat ,  tha t 
once  y ie lded such choice  and de l i c ious  g ra t i f i ca t ion , 
not  only to thousands of  males ,  but  even females  too? 
Even the system of war has  been softened and human- 
i z e d .  P r i s o n e r s  a n d  c a p t i ve s  a r e  n o  l o n g e r  p u t  t o 
d e a t h  i n  c o l d  b l o o d .  T h ey  a r e  t a ke n  c a r e  o f  a n d 
p rov i d e d  f o r .  We re  a  c o m m o n  s o l d i e r  n ow  a f t e r  a 
b a t t l e  t o  be  ma imed  o r  s o l d  i n to  s l ave r y,  t h e  e a r t h 
would r ise up against it.

B l e s s ed  be  ou r  l and !  when  we  look  a round  u s ,  we 
see  a sy lums for  ever y  k ind o f  d i s t re s s .  Here  for  acc i- 
den t s ;  the re  fo r  d i s ea se.  Here  fo r  the  g rop ing  bl ind ; 
t h e r e  f o r  t h e  d e a f  a n d  d u m b.  H e r e  f o r  e x p o s e d 
o r p h a n i s m ;  t h e r e  f o r  h e l p l e s s  a n d  w r i n k l e d  a g e — 
What  bene f i cence  was  seen in  the  dark  p l ace s  o f  the 
ea r th ,  f i l l ed  wi th  the  hab i t a t ion s  o f  c r ue l t y ?  Te l l  u s 
o f  the  in f i r mar ie s ,  and the  hosp i t a l s ,  and the  char i ty 
s c h o o l s  r e a r e d  b y  t h e  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  G r e e c e  o r 
Rome!

The  B ib l e  de s c r ibe s  a l l  the  soc i a l  du t i e s ,  and  doe s 
no t  l e ave  t hem to  t he  op t i on  o f  t h e  pe r f o r me r s .  I t 
enforces  them upon the conscience by the most  awful 
s anc t ion s .  I t  denounce s  the  wra th  o f  God  upon  the 
u n k i n d  h u s b a n d ,  a n d  t h e  f a i t h l e s s  w i f e ;  u p o n  t h e 
n eg l e c t f u l  p a ren t ,  a nd  t h e  d i s obed i en t  ch i l d ;  upon 
the  g r ind ing  ma s t e r, ,  and  the  pur lo in ing  s e r van t .  I t 
condemns  the  p r ince  tha t  becomes  a  ty r an t ,  and  the
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s ub j e c t  t h a t  b e come s  a  r e b e l .  Thu s  i t  c on su l t s  t h e 
good  o f  the  who le  communi ty ;  and  i t  i s  e a sy  to  s ee 
t h a t  i f  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  i t  wa s  imb ibed  and  i t s  d i c t a t e s 
were  obeyed,  there  would  be  no compla in ings  in  our 
s t re e t s ;  a l l  wou ld  be  k indne s s  and  o rde r,  and  pe ace 
and  h a r mony :  and  f o r  t hem the  w i l d e r ne s s  and  the 
s o l i t a r y  p l a c e  wou l d  b e  made  g l a d ,  a nd  t h e  d e s e r t 
re jo i ce  and  b lo s som a s  the  ro se.  Wha t  c an  we  th ink 
of  those  who would annihi l a te  a  sy s tem so conducive 
to  the  s a fe ty  and happines s  o f  a  na t ion?  Out  o f  the i r 
own mouths ,  by the concess ions they have often made 
a s  to  the  mora l i t y  o f  the  Gospe l ,  many  o f  them wi l l 
b e  c o n d e m n e d .  W h e n  H u m e  wa s  a s k e d  w h e t h e r 
i t  wa s  be t t e r  fo r  the  common peop l e  to  be l i eve  the 
Scr iptures  or  to  d i sbe l ieve,  he immedia te ly  answered, 
“to believe them.”

Th i rd l y,  l e t  u s  v i ew the s e  enemie s  o f  the  B ib l e  a s 
t o  t h e i r  c h a r i t y  a n d  c o m p a s s i o n .  We  n e e d  n o t  a t - 
t empt  to  p rove  tha t  ou r  e a r th  ha s  become  a  va l e  o f 
tear s ,  or  that  man i s  bor n to t rouble  a s  the sparks  f ly 
u p wa rd s .  I t  w i l l  a l s o  b e  a l l owe d  t h a t  m a ny  o f  t h e 
re source s  to  which  app l i ca t ion  i s  made  fo r  re l i e f  a re 
m i s e r a b l e  c o m f o r t e r s ,  a n d  p hy s i c i a n s  o f  n o  va l u e : 
yea ,  they increase the evi l ,  and prove not  only vani ty, 
bu t  ve x a t i o n  o f  s p i r i t .  I n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  a l l  t h a t  i s 
d i s a p p o i n t i n g ,  d i s t r e s s i n g ,  d i s m ay i n g ,  C h r i s t i a n i t y 
enter s  to  comfor t  them tha t  mour n;  to  hea l  the  bro- 
ke n  i n  h e a r t ;  t o  b i n d  u p  a l l  t h e i r  wo u n d s .  I t  s ay s 
t o  t h e  a f f l i c t ed ,  “ i n  t h e  wor l d  ye  s h a l l  h ave  t r i bu - 
l a t i o n ,  bu t  i n  m e  ye  s h a l l  h ave  p e a c e .” I t  s ay s  t o 
t he  vag r an t  bu r s t i ng  s p i r i t  s e ek ing  re s t  and  f i nd ing 
n o n e ,  “ C o m e  u n t o  m e,  a l l  ye  t h a t  l a b o u r  a n d  a r e 
heavy  l aden ,  and  I  w i l l  g ive  you  re s t .” “ I  b r ing  you 
the  hope  o f  f i n a l  d e l ive r ance,  and  t he  a s s u r ance  o f
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p re s en t  s uppo r t .” And  wha t  i s  wo r thy  o f  a t t en t i on , 
the scheme comes amply recommended by exper ience. 
T h o u s a n d s  h ave  m a d e  t h e  t r i a l .  H e re ,  s ay s  o n e  i n 
the  rev iew of  h i s  lo s se s  and bereavement s ,  a s  he  l i f t s 
his eye above—

“Had not thy word been my delight 
	 When earthly joys were fled.  
My soul, oppress’d with sorrow’s weight.  
	 Had sunk among the dead.”

There a  chi ld  re tur ning f rom the funera l  o f  a  f a ther 
n ow  l y i n g  i n  t h e  g r ave  o f  h i s  m o t h e r ,  o p e n s  t h e 
twen ty - s even th  P s a lm ,  and  re ad s ,  “When  my  f a the r 
and  my  mothe r  fo r s ake  me,  then  the  Lord  w i l l  t ake 
me  up.” The  hu sband ,  t he  p a ren t ,  l y i ng  on  the  bed 
o f  l angu i sh ing ,  and  v i ew ing  tho s e  a round  h im who 
have  h i the r to  depended  on  h i s  c a re,  hea r s  and  f ee l s 
t he  he aven l y  so l a c e,  “Leave  thy  f a the r l e s s  ch i l d ren , 
I  w i l l  p re s e r ve  them a l ive,  and  l e t  thy  widows  t r u s t 
i n  m e .” “ A h ,  S i r ,” s a i d  a  g o o d  m a n  o n e  d ay,  w h o 
h a d  b e e n  l o n g  e n t i r e l y  d e a f ,  ( a n d  t h e  r e l a t e r  w i l l 
n e ve r  l o s e  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n , )  “ I  h ave  n o t  h a d  t h e 
p l e a s u re  o f  h e a r i n g  a  s ound  f o r  mo re  t h an  s i x t e en 
ye a r s—but  I  am look ing  fo rwa rd  and  upward”—and 
raising his hand—

“There shall I see, and hear, and know 
All I desir’d or wish’d below; 
And every power find sweet employ 
In that eternal world of joy”—

What  c an  we  th ink  o f  the  p i t i l e s s  wre t ch  who,  by 
t ak ing  away  the  B ible,  wou ld  da sh  f rom the  pa rched 
l i p  t h e  on l y  c up  o f  c on so l a t i on ,  o r  pu l l  down  t h e 
on ly  re fuge  in  wh ich  the  pe l t ed  su f f e re r  c an  s c reen 
h imse l f  f rom the  s tor m—when too he  knows  tha t  he
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ha s  noth ing  to  o f fe r  a s  a  subs t i tu te—and i s  su re  tha t 
i f  t he  re l i ance  be  a  de lu s i on ,  i t  i s  t he  mos t  co rd i a l 
re l i e f ,  and  the  indu lgence  o f  which  can  be  a t t ended 
with no evil or hazard.

Le t  u s  t h en  l a s t l y  v i ew  the s e  wou ld -be  de s t roye r s 
o f  the  Scr ip ture s  in  the i r  gu i l t .  Thi s  may be  in fe r red 
f rom the i r  pun i shmen t .  We  a re  no t  the  de t e r mine r s 
o f  t he i r  doom;  bu t  i t  h a s  been  p ronounced  by  Him 
who  knowe th  a l l  t h i ng s ,  who  we i gh s  a  p a t h  t o  h i s 
a n g e r ,  a n d  w i l l  j u d g e  t h e  wo r l d  i n  r i g h t e o u s n e s s . 
“How sh a l l  we  e s c ape  i f  we  neg l e c t  s o  g re a t  s a l va - 
t i o n ? ” “ H e  t h a t  d e s p i s e d  M o s e s ’ l aw  d i e d  w i t h o u t 
me rcy  unde r  two  o r  t h re e  w i t n e s s e s :  o f  how  much 
s o re r  pun i s hmen t ,  s uppo s e  ye ,  s h a l l  h e  b e  t hough t 
wor thy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, 
and ha th  counted  the  blood o f  the  covenant ,  where- 
with he was sanctif ied, an unholy thing, and hath done 
desp i te  unto the  Sp i r i t  o f  g race?” “He tha t  be l ieve th 
n o t  s h a l l  b e  d a m n e d .” A g a i n s t  t h i s ,  t h e  a c c u s e d 
mur mur s ,  and the cr iminal  f inds  f aul t  with the Judge. 
Bu t  “ sha l l  no t  the  Judge  o f  a l l  t he  e a r th  do  r i gh t ?” 
—“But  we a re  not  accountable  fo r  our  be l i e f .” Then 
we  a re  a c coun t ab l e  f o r  no th ing ;  f o r  a l l  ou r  a c t i on s 
a re  the  o f f sp r ing  o f  our  be l i e f .  The  mind  c an  s e a rch 
fo r  p roo f ,  o r  re fu s e  to  t ake  i t  i n  when  i t  come s :  i t 
c a n  po s t pone  ex amina t i on ,  o r  neg l e c t  i t  a l t oge the r. 
The  re j e c t e r  o f  the  Gospe l  wan t s  no t  ev idence,  bu t 
d i s po s i t i on :  h i s  oppo s i t i on  i s  f ounded  no t  i n  i n t e l - 
l ec tua l ,  but  mora l  cause s .  We may judge o f  the  mora l 
dispos i t ion of  a  man f rom the nature of  the things  he 
o p p o s e s .  I n  p ro p o r t i o n  a s  h e  i s  h o l y,  h e  i s  ave r s e 
to  s in ;  and in  the  s ame deg ree  in  which he  i s  s in fu l , 
h e  i s  ave r s e  t o  ho l i n e s s .  I f  by  no th ing  t h e  B ib l e  i s 
so  d i s t i ngu i shed  a s  by  ho l ine s s ;  i f  i t s  commands  a re 
holy,  i t s  promises  holy,  and a l l  i t s  doctr ines  according
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t o  god l i n e s s ,  no  wonde r  t h a t  “ t h i s  i s  t h e  condem- 
n a t i o n ,” a n d  t h a t  “ m e n  l ove  d a r k n e s s  r a t h e r  t h a n 
l i gh t ,  b e c au s e  t he i r  d eed s  a re  ev i l .” He  who  wou ld 
de s t roy  the  p r i n c i p l e  o f  a l l  good  ac t ion s  i s  an  enemy 
to good works  themselves ;  yea ,  he i s  an enemy to the 
Au tho r  o f  a l l  re c t i t ude :  h e  s ay s  “un to  God ,  d ep a r t 
f r o m  u s .” H e  i s  a s  f a r  a s  h e  c a n  b e  a  d e i c i d e ; 
“Cause  the  Holy  One  o f  I s r ae l  to  cea se  f rom be fo re 
us.”

A s  n o t h i n g  i m p l i e s  s o  m u c h  d e p r a v i t y  a s  t h i s 
enmity,  so nothing tends to produce so much wicked- 
nes s .  Only  suppose  they had ,  a s  they  wi sh ,  abo l i shed 
t h e  S c r i p t u r e s — W h a t  wo u l d  b e  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e ? 
The passage to ever y kind and deg ree of  t ransg res s ion 
wou l d  b e  w ide  opened ;  a nd  t emp t a t i on ,  re s t r a i n ed 
by  n o  c h e c k  f ro m  t h e  D iv i n e  a u t h o r i t y  a n d  a  d ay 
o f  j udgmen t ,  wou l d  b e  eve r ywhe re  s u c c e s s f u l ;  a nd 
de ce i t  and  v i o l ence,  s en su a l i t y  and  m i s e r y,  a bound 
t i l l  the  God o f  pa t i ence  shou ld  aga in  v i s i t  the  ea r th 
with a curse.

A n d  b e  i t  r e m e m b e r e d  t h a t  m e n  w i l l  b e  j u d g e d 
accord ing  to  the i r  works ,  and accord ing  to  the i r  de- 
s ign s ,  though they  f a i l  o f  the i r  accompl i shment ,  and 
though  the i r  e f fo r t s  a re  even  made  to  con t r ibu te  to 
the very cause they hate and oppose. This leads us,

3d l y,  t o  no t i c e  s ome  t h i ng s  wh i ch  s e em l i ke l y  t o 
in jure  the  c l a ims  o f  Reve l a t ion  which  ye t  have  been 
overruled to its advantage.

I n  t h i s  numbe r  we  may  r ank  t h e  a s s a u l t s  o f  D e i s t s 
o n  i t s  D i v i n e  a u t h o r i t y .  Fo r  w h a t  h a s  b e e n  t h e  r e - 
s u l t  o f  a l l  t h e i r  e f f o r t s ?  C o u r a g e  a n d  z e a l  i n  i t s 
d e f ence ;  and  a r gumen t s  i n  i t s  f avou r.  I nve s t i g a t i on 
a lway s  b e f r i e nd s  t r u t h ;  a s  n e g l i g en c e ,  s i l e n c e ,  a nd 
concealment, aid error.

I n  t h i s  numbe r  we  r ank  t h e  s u f f e r i n g s  o f  i t s  f o l -
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l o w e r s  b y  p e r s e c u t i o n .  H e r e  we  h a v e  t h e  e x p r e s s 
te s t imony of  Paul ,  who acknowledged that  though he 
suf fered as  an evi l  doer even unto bonds,  yet the word 
o f  G o d  wa s  n o t  b o u n d .  “ I  wo u l d ,” s ay s  h e  t o  t h e 
Ph i l i p p i a n s ,  “ ye  s hou l d  unde r s t a nd ,  b re t h ren ,  t h a t 
the  th ing s  wh ich  happened  un to  me  have  f a l l en  ou t 
r a t h e r  un to  t h e  f u r t h e r an c e  o f  t h e  Go spe l ;  s o  t h a t 
my  bond s  i n  Ch r i s t  a re  man i f e s t  i n  a l l  t h e  p a l a c e , 
a n d  i n  a l l  o t h e r  p l a c e s ;  a n d  m a ny  o f  t h e  b re t h re n 
in the Lord,  waxing conf ident by my bonds,  are much 
m o re  b o l d  t o  s p e a k  t h e  wo rd  w i t h o u t  f e a r .  S o m e 
i nd e ed  p re a ch  Ch r i s t  even  o f  e nvy  a nd  s t r i f e ;  a nd 
s o m e  a l s o  o f  g o o d  w i l l :  t h e  o n e  p r e a c h  C h r i s t  o f 
content ion,  not  s incere ly,  suppos ing to  add a f f l i c t ion 
to  my  bonds ;  Bu t  the  o the r  o f  l ove,  knowing  tha t  I 
am  s e t  f o r  t h e  d e f en c e  o f  t h e  Go sp e l .  Wha t  t h en ? 
n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g ,  eve r y  way,  w h e t h e r  i n  p r e t e n c e , 
o r  i n  t r u t h ,  C h r i s t  i s  p r e a c h e d ;  a n d  I  t h e r e i n  d o 
re jo i c e,  ye a ,  and  w i l l  re jo i c e.” Poe t  a s  he  wa s  h im- 
s e l f ,  Wa t t s  s ay s ,  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  i t s  u s e f u l n e s s ,  “ I 
would ra ther  have been the author  of  Al le ine’s  Alar m 
t o  t h e  U n c o nve r t e d ,  t h a n  M i l t o n ’s  Pa r a d i s e  L o s t .” 
But  th i s  book ,  which  ha s  been  the  conver s ion  o f  so 
many  sou l s ,  wa s  a  p r i s on  p roduc t ion .  Wha t  d id  the 
adver sa r y  ga in  by conf in ing Bunyan so  many year s  in 
t h e  g a o l  a t  B e d f o r d ?  T h e r e ,  a l m o s t  i n s p i r e d ,  h e 
wrote those works  which have been through number- 
les s  edi t ions ,  and wil l  serve to incommode the power s 
o f  d a r k n e s s  t o  t h e  e n d  o f  t i m e .  T h e  m o s t  s e ve r e 
and  t r y ing  pe r iod s  o f  t he  Church  have  a lway s  been 
t h e -  m o s t  h o n o u r a b l e  t o  C h r i s t i a n i t y.  T h ey  h ave 
ende a red  and  un i t ed  Ch r i s t i a n s  t o  e a ch  o the r.  The 
S p i r i t  o f  g l o r y  a n d  o f  G o d  h a s  t h e n  p e c u l i a r l y 
re s t ed  upon them.  At ten t ion  ha s  been  awakened  and
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s ympa thy  exc i t ed  by  the i r  su f f e r ing s .  The  wi tne s s e s 
o f  t h e i r  woe s  h ave  b een  powe r fu l l y  imp re s s ed ,  and 
f i l l ed  wi th  admira t ion  a t  the  p r inc ip le s  which  cou ld 
p ro d u c e  s u c h  e f f e c t s .  A s  s o m e  f e l l  i n  t h e i r  r a n k s , 
o t he r s  r u shed  f o rwa rd  t o  f i l l  t h e i r  p l a c e,  a nd  we re 
b a p t i z e d  f o r  t h e  d e a d .  H e n c e  i t  wa s  a l way s  s a i d 
t h a t  t h e  b l ood  o f  t h e  ma r t y r s  wa s  t h e  s e e d  o f  t h e 
Churches.

I n  t h i s  nu m b e r  we  r a n k  t h e  d i v i s i o n s  a n d  p a r t i e s 
w h i c h  h a v e  s p r u n g  u p  a m o n g  i t s  p r o f e s s o r s .  A t 
the s e  some  good  men  have  been  s ad l y  a l a r med ;  and 
i n  t h e i r  l a m e n t a t i o n s  t h ey  h ave  a d d e d  r h e t o r i c  t o 
g r i e f .  They  have  t a l ked  o f  t he  s e am le s s  co a t  o f  t he 
Redeemer,  and  o f  h i s  be loved  a s  one  and  unde f i l ed 
—not cons ider ing that  in a  thousand ins tances  var iety 
i s  compa t i b l e  w i th  un i t y ;  and  th a t  t he  e s s ence  o f  a 
thing i s  not  a f fected by i t s  c i rcumstances  and append- 
a g e s .  T h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  w h i c h  s u b s i s t  a m o n g  t h o s e 
who hold  the  head,  do not  touch upon the  rea l  one- 
ness  of  the Church,  any more than the many branches 
des t roy the  onenes s  o f  the  t ree,  or  the  var ious  mem- 
b e r s  p r eve n t  t h e  o n e n e s s  o f  t h e  b o d y.  T h e s e  d i f - 
f e r e n c e s  h a ve  o p e r a t e d  a s  s t i m u l a n t s ;  t h e y  h a ve 
e x c i t e d  emu l a t i on  a nd  z e a l ;  a nd  re l i g i on  h a s  b e en 
a  g a i n e r  by  t h e m .  T h e  c o n t e n t i o n  a n d  s e p a r a t i o n 
b e t we e n  Pa u l  a n d  B a r n a b a s  c a u s e d  t h e  G o s p e l  t o 
f l ow  i n  two  oppo s i t e  d i re c t i on s  when  o th e rw i s e  i t 
wo u l d  h ave  b e e n  c o n f i n e d  t o  o n e .  T h e  s a m e  m ay 
b e  r e m a r ke d  w i t h  r e g a rd  t o  t h e  d i s p u t e s  b e t we e n 
some of the f i r s t  reformer s :  nor i s  i t  doubtful  whether 
t h e  p a r t i n g  o f  W h i t f i e l d  a n d  We s l e y  i n j u r e d  o r 
bene f i t ed  the  rev iva l  o f  s e r ious  and  evange l i ca l  re l i - 
g ion in our own land.  Thus too oppor tunity has  been 
fur n i shed  for  the  exerc i se  o f  l ibe ra l i ty,  and  candour,
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a n d  m u t u a l  f o r b e a r a n c e ,  w h i c h  t h e  s a m e n e s s  o f 
un i f o r m i t y  wou ld  h ave  rende red  bo th  need l e s s  a nd 
i m p o s s i b l e .  I t  i s  b e t t e r  f o r  C h r i s t i a n s  t o  l ove  o n e 
ano th e r  t h an  t o  p r y  t h rough  t h e  s ame  key -ho l e  o f 
o p i n i o n .  H e n c e  t o o  R e ve l a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  m o r e 
r e g a rd e d  i n  a l l  i t s  e x t e n t .  O n e  c l a s s  u r g i n g  m o re 
t h e  d o c t r i n a l ;  a n o t h e r  t h e  p r a c t i c a l ;  a  t h i r d  t h e 
d i s c i p l i n a r i an  and  r i t u a l  p a r t s ,  no  po r t i on  ha s  been 
left unexplored or unenforced.

We a re  awa re  th a t  t he re  a re  d i f f e rence s  o f  a  more 
s e r i ou s  k i nd .  We  do  no t  r e s i g n  t h e  i mpo r t a n c e  o f 
s e n t i m e n t  i n  r e l i g i o n .  We  d o  n o t  b e l i e ve  i n  t h e 
ha r mle s sne s s  o f  e r ro r  and  he re sy :  we  th ink  they  a re 
a lways  in jur ious  to  the wel f a re,  and dangerous  to  the 
s a f e t y,  o f  t h e  i n d iv i d u a l  h i m s e l f .  B u t  we  a r e  n ow 
r e m a r k i n g  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h i n g s  o n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f 
Chr i s t i an i t y  i t s e l f :  and  one  th ing  mus t  be  conceded 
wi th  regard  to  a l l  re l ig ious  par t ie s ;  they  have  proved 
s a lu ta r y  checks  on each  o ther,  so  a s  to  render  in te r- 
polat ions and expunctions of  the Scr ipture imposs ible. 
H a d  a  Tr i n i t a r i a n  b e e n  s o  d i s p o s e d ,  h e  c o u l d  n o t 
have  in s e r t ed  a  ve r s e  o r  a  s en t ence  in  f avour  o f  h i s 
c reed ;  t he  Ar i an s  wou ld  have  de t ec t ed  and  expo sed 
h im.  Or  had  the  Soc in i an  a t t empted  to  e r a s e  a  pa s - 
s a g e  t h a t  bo re  on  t h e  d iv i n i t y  o f  t h e  Son  o f  God , 
some of  the Or thodox would soon have exploded the 
t r e a c h e r y.  T h e  s a m e  m ay  b e  s a i d  o f  t h e  a d vo c a t e s 
or  opponent s  o f  a l l  o ther  pr inc ip le s :  however  wide ly 
t h ey  h ave  e r r e d ,  t h ey  h ave  b e e n  by  t h e i r  mu t u a l 
ha t red  and jea lousy  voucher s  for  the  in teg r i ty  o f  the 
originals and versions of the Scripture.

Sh a l l  we  men t i on  a l s o  i n  t h i s  numbe r  t h e  m i s c a r - 
r i a g e s  a n d  f a l l s  o f  i t s  v o t a r i e s ?  I t  wo u l d  s e e m  i m - 
pos s ible  to  render  these  even har mles s  to  the Gospe l .
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The re  a re  cha r a c t e r s  o f  wh i ch  we  a re  a sh amed ,  and 
we  a lmos t  w i sh  we  cou ld  keep  them away  f rom our 
a s s e m b l i e s ,  u n l e s s  t h ey  h a d  i nv i s i b l e  b o d i e s .  Wo e 
to  the  wor ld  bec au s e  o f  o f f ence s .  By  the s e  the  way 
o f  t r u t h  i s  ev i l  s poken  o f ;  a nd  t h e  en em i e s  o f  t h e 
L o rd  a r e  m a d e  t o  b l a s p h e m e.  N o  t h a n k s  t h e re f o re 
to  the  de l i nquen t s  t hemse l ve s !  Bu t  wha t  i s  t he  f a c t 
e ve n  h e r e ?  T h e s e  s c a n d a l s  we r e  a l l  f o r e t o l d ;  a n d 
a re  the re fo re  p roo f s  tha t  the  Sc r ip tu re  i s  t r ue.  They 
ev ince  tha t  the  Gospe l  i s  Div ine  and  a lmighty,  s ince 
i t  can bear  to  be  bet rayed wi th in ,  a s  we l l  a s  a t t acked 
w i t h o u t .  T h e  e x c o m mu n i c a t i o n s  o f  s u c h  m e m b e r s 
mos t  s t r i k ing ly  shew the  pur i t y  o f  the  Church ,  and 
tha t  i t  c anno t  bea r  them tha t  a re  ev i l .  The i r  f e l l ow 
profes sor s  a re  led by such awful  examples  to  examine 
themse lves ,  and fear  and pray :  whi le  mini s te r s ,  ho ld- 
ing  up  such  war n ing s ,  c r y.  Le t  h im tha t  th inke th  he 
standeth take heed lest he fall.

On  t h e  g round  o f  t h e  s ub j e c t  t hu s  e xp l a i n ed ,  we 
b r i n g  f o r wa rd ,  by  way  o f  i m p rove m e n t ,  t h r e e  a d - 
monitions.

F i r s t .  B e  f u l l y  p e r s u a d e d  o f  t h e  s t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e 
c a u s e  o f  R e v e l a t i o n .  L e t  no t  you r  h e a r t  t r emb l e  f o r 
t h e  a r k  o f  G o d .  D i s m i s s  y o u r  f e a r s  a s  e q u a l l y 
b a s e l e s s  and  d i s honou r ab l e.  The  Church  i n  d ange r ! 
Wha t  Church ?  Su re l y  no t  t he  Church  o f  wh i ch  the 
Lo rd  o f  a l l  s poke  when  he  s a i d ,  “On th i s  rock  w i l l 
I  bu i l d  my  Chu rch ,  a nd  t h e  g a t e s  o f  h e l l  s h a l l  no t 
p r eva i l  a g a i n s t  i t .” T h e  u n b e l i e f  o f  m e n  s h a l l  n o t 
make  t h e  wo rd  o f  God  o f  none  e f f e c t .  I t  i s  i n co r - 
r u p t i b l e  s e e d ;  i t  l i ve t h  a n d  a b i d e t h  f o r  eve r .  I t  i s 
f i r me r  a nd  mo re  du r ab l e  t h an  t h e  h e aven s  a nd  t h e 
e a r t h :  t h e y  m ay  p a s s  away ;  bu t  h i s  wo rd  s h a l l  n o t 
p a s s  away  t i l l  t h e  w h o l e  b e  f u l f i l l e d .  H e ro d  t h e
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pe r s e cu to r,  sm i t t en  by  an  ange l ,  g ave  up  the  gho s t ; 
b u t  i t  i s  i m m e d i a t e l y  a d d e d ,  “ M i g h t i l y  g r ew  t h e 
w o r d  o f  G o d  a n d  p r e v a i l e d .” J u l i a n !  H e  h a d  a 
meda l  s t r u ck ,  on  one  s i d e  o f  wh i ch  wa s  i n s c r i b ed , 
“ S e e  how  t h e  Ch r i s t i a n s  f l e e  b e f o re  t h e  Roman s : ” 
a n d  o n  t h e  o t h e r ,  “ J u l i a n ,  t h e  d e s t r oye r  o f  t h e 
Ch r i s t i a n  n ame.” D id  h e  d e s t roy  i t ?  A  f ew  mon th s 
a f t e r  i n  h i s  Pe r s i an  exped i t i on  he  b i t  t he  du s t ,  and 
ex c l a imed ,  “Thou  h a s t  conque red  me ,  O  Ga l i l e an ! ” 
—So  sh a l l  a l l  t h i n e  enemie s  p e r i s h ,  O  Lo rd ,  wh i l e 
they that love thee are as  the sun when he goeth for th 
in his strength.

A t  p re s en t  t he  enemy  o f  s ou l s  s e ems  pecu l i a r l y  a t 
work ,  de lud ing  some and  impe l l ing  o ther s .  But  God 
i s  a t  wo r k  t o o.  H e  h a s  a l l  h i s  e n e m i e s  u n d e r  h i s 
con t ro l  and  sub s e r v i ency.  A l l  t he i r  a t t empt s  ag a in s t 
the Gospe l  sha l l  prove l ike  b i l lows that  r i se  and roar, 
but  dash aga ins t  a  rock,  and break only  themse lves  in 
p ieces .  Look back to  the days  o f  Luther,  and obser ve 
t h e  p e r p l e x i n g  a n d  d i s c o u r a g i n g  s t a t e  o f  t h i n g s 
when he was  l abour ing to promote the work of  God. 
He  h ad  t o  c on t end  no t  on l y  w i t h  t h e  Pap i s t s ,  bu t 
w i t h  s o m e  o f  t h e  r e f o r m e d .  H e  s u f f e r e d  n o t  o n l y 
f rom foe s ,  bu t  f r i end s .  He  wa s  annoyed  wi th  a  p ro- 
phe t i c a l  p a r t y  who  i s s u ed  t h e i r  d re ams  and  v i s i on s 
i n  t h e  n ame  o f  t h e  Lo rd .  He  wa s  g r i eved  and  d i s - 
honoured  by  an t inomian s  f rom among h i s  fo l lower s , 
who tur ned the doctr ines of  g race into l icent iousness . 
He had to deal also with f anatical leveller s, who wished 
t o  s u bve r t  a l l  c i v i l  m a g i s t r a c y :  w h i l e  t h e  d e l u d e d 
pea san t s  s e t  about  bur n ing  the  mans ions  o f  the  r i ch , 
and the cas t les  of  the g reat—Yet through a l l ,  and over 
a l l ,  the cause l ived and prospered.  So sha l l  i t  be now. 
Le t  u s  no t  be  f a i th l e s s ,  bu t  be l i ev ing .  The  mur mur-
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ing of  the thunder  ter r i f ie s ,  hut  i t  sha l l  c lear  the a i r, 
a n d  r ev i v i n g  s h owe r s  s h a l l  f a l l  o n  t h e  e a r t h .  T h e 
Divine government of the world is most str ikingly seen 
in  the  confus ions  which seem to  unhinge i t ;  and Hi s 
care  o f  the  Church wi l l  be  d i sp layed pecul i a r ly  in  a l l 
t h e  commot ion s  t h a t  menace  i t .  He  cou ld  d i s p en s e 
w i t h  t h e s e  t r i a l s ,  bu t  we  s hou l d  t h en  l o s e  t h e  t r i - 
u m p h s  t h ey  o c c a s i o n .  H e  c h o o s e s  t o  a c t  a g a i n  a s 
a t  t h e  b eg inn ing ;  and  w i l l  command  l i gh t  t o  s h i ne 
ou t  o f  d a rkne s s ,  and  b r ing  o rde r  and  beau ty  ou t  o f 
confusion and deformity.

S e c o n d l y.  M a k e  u s e  o f  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  y o u r s e l v e s , 
a n d  a p p l y  t h e m ,  t o  a l l  t h e  p u r p o s e s  f o r  w h i c h  t h e y 
w e r e  g i v e n .  Yo u  c a n n o t  d e s t roy  t h e  B i b l e ,  bu t  t h e 
B ible  may  de s t roy  you ;  yea ,  i t  wi l l  de s t roy  you wi th 
the  sore s t  de s t r uc t ion,  and prove the  s avour  o f  dea th 
u n t o  d e a t h — u n l e s s  yo u  r e c e i v e  t h e  l ove  o f  t h e 
t r u t h  t h a t  yo u  m ay  b e  s a ve d .  “ T h e  wo rd s  t h a t  I 
h a ve  s p o ke n ,” s a y s  t h e  S a v i o u r ,  “ t h e  s a m e  s h a l l 
j udge  you  i n  t h e  l a s t  d ay.” You r  coming  i n  con t a c t 
w i th  t he  S c r i p tu re  i s  t h e  mo s t  aw fu l  t h i ng  i n  you r 
e x i s t e n c e .  Yo u  c a n  n eve r  s h a ke  o f f  t h e  c o n n e x i o n 
yo u  h ave  h a d  w i t h  i t .  I t  w i l l  b e  a lway s  t r u e  t h a t 
you have  had the  Bible  in  your  house,  in  your  hand; 
tha t  you  have  read ,  tha t  you  have  hea rd  i t .  Through 
end l e s s  a ge s  i t  w i l l  adhe re  to  you r  ve r y  sou l  i n  re - 
membrance, in accusation, in effects.

What  then should  be  your  ser ious ,  your  immedia te, 
your  supreme concer n?  Thi s  can  on ly  be  de te r mined 
by  t h e  d e s i gn  o f  God  i n  t h e  un spe ak ab l e  g i f t .  And 
wa s  t h i s  t o  a mu s e  yo u r  c u r i o s i t y ?  To  f u r n i s h  yo u 
w i t h  “ a  f o r m  o f  k n ow l e d g e ? ” To  m a ke  yo u  “ va i n 
t a l k e r s ? ” o r  s k i l f u l  d i s p u t e r s ?  N o ;  b u t  t o  t u r n 
you r  f e e t  i n t o  t h e  way  eve r l a s t i n g .  The  S c r i p t u re s
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a re  “pro f i t able  fo r  doc t r ine,  fo r  reproof ,  fo r  cor rec- 
t ion,  and for  in s t r uc t ion in  r ighteousnes s .” “What so- 
ever  th ings  were wr i t ten a foret ime,” says  the Apost le, 
“ we r e  w r i t t e n  f o r  o u r  l e a r n i n g ,  t h a t  we  t h ro u g h 
p a t i ence  and  comfo r t  o f  t h e  S c r i p t u re s  m igh t  h ave 
h o p e .” T h e  E v a n g e l i s t  a l s o  t e l l s  u s  t h a t  “ t h e s e 
t h ing s  a re  wr i t t en  t h a t  we  m igh t  be l i eve  t h a t  Je su s 
i s  t h e  C h r i s t ,  t h e  S o n  o f  G o d ,  a n d  t h a t  b e l i ev i n g 
we  m i g h t  h a ve  l i f e  t h r o u g h  h i s  n a m e .” Yo u  a r e 
there fore  on ly  t r i f l ing  wi th  th i s  ble s sed  Book,  un le s s 
you  come to  i t  w i th  the  que s t ion ,  “What  mus t  I  do 
to  be  s aved?” un le s s  i t  b r ing s  you to  the  foo t  o f  the 
c ro s s :  un le s s  you  can  s ay,  w i th  Pau l ,  tha t  I  may  win 
Chr i s t  and  be  found  in  h im ;  th a t  I  may  know h im, 
and the power of  h i s  re sur rect ion,  and the fe l lowship 
o f  h i s  s u f f e r i n g s ,  b e i ng  made  con fo r mab l e  un to  h i s 
dea th ,  i f  by any means  I  might  a t ta in  unto the re sur- 
rec t ion  o f  the  dead .  Embrace  the re fo re  i t s  p romi se s . 
O b ey  i t s  c o m m a n d s .  B e  swaye d  by  i t s  a u t h o r i t y. 
Let  i t  regulate your wor ship,  your l ives ,  your ca l l ings . 
Take  the se  te s t imonie s  a s  an  her i t age  fo r  ever.  Make 
t h e s e  s t a t u t e s  you r  s ong  i n  t h e  hou s e  o f  you r  p i l - 
g r image.  “B ind  them con t inua l l y  upon  th ine  hea r t , 
a nd  t i e  t h em abou t  t hy  n e ck .  When  t hou  goe s t ,  i t 
s h a l l  l e a d  t h e e ;  w h e n  t h o u  s l e e p e s t ,  i t  s h a l l  ke e p 
thee ;  and when thou awakes t ,  i t  sha l l  t a lk  wi th  thee. 
For the commandment i s  a  lamp; and the law i s  l ight : 
and reproofs of instruction are the way of life.”

T h i r d l y.  B e  c o n c e r n e d  t o  c o m m u n i c a t e  t h e m .  I 
s e e  no  a l t e r n a t ive  b e tween  ou r  b e l i ev i ng  t h e  t r u th 
and the  impor tance  o f  the  Scr ip ture s ,  and fee l ing  an 
obl iga t ion to extend the d i f fus ion of  them. What  can 
yo u  i m p a r t  t o  a  f e l l ow  c r e a t u r e  l i ke  t h e  b r e a d  o f 
heaven ,  the  wa te r  o f  l i f e,  the  unsea rchable  r i che s  o f
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Ch r i s t ?  I t  i s  t h e re f o re  t h e  t r u e s t  c h a r i t y.  And  you 
cannot  compla in  o f  be ing  l e f t  to  s e r ve  a lone  in  th i s 
nob l e  wo rk ,  o r  f e e l  a  wan t  o f  mean s ,  oppo r t un i t y, 
a n d  e n c o u r a g e m e n t .  T h e r e  a r e  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  i n 
mar sha l l ed  and ac t ive  opera t ion to  ca r r y  your  wi shes 
“ t o  t h e  e n d s  o f  t h e  e a r t h ,” “ a n d  t h ey  a r e  t h e  t e n 
thousands  o f  Ephra im,  and they  a re  the  thousands  o f 
Manasseh.”

Here  I  am na tu r a l l y  l ed  to  no t i ce  the  Briti sh  and 
Fore ign  B ible  Soc i ety,  t hough  I  f e a r  t h e  advoca t e 
wi l l  f a i l  to  g ive jus t ice  to the noblenes s  of  the cause ; 
fo r,  to  u se  the  words  o f  Mr.  Ha l l  on  a  s imi l a r  occa- 
s ion,  a  speaker  can never  be  so  d i s s a t i s f i ed  wi th  any- 
t h i n g  h e  d e l i ve r s  a s  w h e n  h e  a t t e m p t s  t o  r e c o m - 
mend an inst i tution which by i t s  own mer its  i s  exalted 
above all eulogium.

I  n e e d  s c a r c e l y  a d ve r t  t o  t h e  m o r a l  e x i g e n c y  i n 
wh i ch  t h e  Soc i e t y  o r i g i n a t ed .  A l l  a t  f i r s t  a cknow- 
ledged the necess i ty of  such an inst i tut ion with regard 
t o  t h e  f o r e i g n  d e p a r t m e n t ,  b u t  m a ny  q u e s t i o n e d 
whether  there  was  a  ca l l  fo r  such ,  exer t ion a t  home, 
presuming that  in  a  Chr i s t i an countr y  a l l  f ami l ie s ,  or 
n e a r l y  a l l ,  we r e  p o s s e s s e d  o f  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s .  B u t 
eve r y  succe s s ive  examina t ion  conv inced  them o f  the 
mu l t i t ude s  t h a t  we re  d e s t i t u t e .  Th i s  wa s  s i n gu l a r l y 
t h e  c a s e  i n  Wa l e s .  S u c h  a  s c a r c i t y  o f  t h e  S a c r e d 
Vo lume in  the i r  own l anguage  was  found there,  tha t 
i t  wa s  no  uncommon th ing  fo r  s eve r a l  hou seho lde r s 
to  have  one  Bible  be tween them a s  a  jo in t  p roper ty, 
and  to  keep  i t  a l t e r n a t e l y  f o r  re ad ing  by  the  week . 
Mr.  Char le s ,  the  p ious  c le rgyman o f  Ba la ,*  soon an-

*  T h i s  e x c e l l e n t  m a n ,  w h o  s e e m e d  p i e t y  i t s e l f ,  a t  a  m e e t i n g 
o f  m o r e  t h a n  t h r e e  h u n d r e d  m i n i s t e r s  a n d  e l d e r s  o f  t h e 
We l s h  C a l v i n i s t i c  C o n n e c t i o n ,  w a s  a s k e d ,  w h e t h e r  h e  t h o u g h t



	 the scriptures� 89

89

nounced the affecting truth, and one of the f ir st effor ts 
o f  the  r i s ing  Soc ie ty  in  Town was  to  meet  the  want . 
A n d  we  h ave  r e c o rd e d ,  a n d  I  c a n n o t  f o r b e a r  t h e 
re l a t ion ,  tha t  when  the  peop le  o f  h i s  pa r i sh  l e a r ned 
t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  bu rd en  o f  t h e  wo rd  o f  t h e  Lo rd  wa s 
app roach ing ,  a  number  o f  t hem wen t  fo r th  to  mee t 
t h e  v e h i c l e ,  a n d  r e m o v i n g  t h e  h o r s e s ,  d r e w  i t 
t h e m s e l ve s  i n t o  t h e  m a r ke t - p l a c e ,  w h e r e ,  i n  t h e 
cour se of  a  few hour s ,  the whole supply of  Bibles  and 
Te s t amen t s  wa s  d i s po s ed  o f .  Wha t  f o l l owed ?  Some 
k i s s e d  t h e  book .  Some  p re s s e d  i t  t o  t h e i r  bo s oms . 
The  young  s e emed  in  e c s t a s y  a t  t he  p r i z e  t hey  h ad 
a cqu i re d :  wh i l e  many  a  l a bou re r  t ook  t h e  t r e a s u re 
a - f i e l d ,  a n d  r e f r e s h e d  h i s  t o i l  by  r e a d i n g  i t  a t  h i s 
meals.

What  one th ing exce l lent  in  i t se l f ,  and l ike ly  to  be 
u s e f u l ,  wa s  e ve r  ye t  u n o p p o s e d ?  T h e  o p p o s i t i o n 
here,  i f  not  coeva l  wi th the Socie ty,  yet  spr ing ing up 
a s  i t  became ac t ive  and  p ro spe rous ,  wa s  ju s t  such  a s 
might  have  been expected in  the  quar ter  f rom which 
i t  came.  Under  the  name o f  Prote s t an t i sm i t  pa r took 
of  the sp i r i t  o f  Poper y,  rea l ly  d i sp leased a t  the spread 
o f  l i gh t  and  l i be r a l i t y,  bu t  p ro f e s s i ng  app rehen s ion s 
for  the es tabl i shed Church,  f rom the occas ional  inter-

i t  r i g h t  t o  c o - o p e r a t e ,  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  a n d  F o r e i g n  B i b l e 
S o c i e t y ,  w i t h  A r i a n s  a n d  S o c i n i a n s .  H e  i m m e d i a t e l y  e x - 
p r e s s e d  h i s  a b h o r r e n c e  o f  t h e i r  s e n t i m e n t s ;  h u t  h a v i n g  d o n e 
t h i s ,  h e  u n h e s i t a t i n g l y  a n s w e r e d — “ T h a t  S o c i e t y  k n o w s  n o 
n a m e s .  A s  f o r  t h e s e  d e l u d e d  p e o p l e ,  i f  t h e y  b e l i e v e  t h e 
t r u t h s  o f  t h e  B i b l e ,  t h e y  w o u l d  n o  l o n g e r  b e  A r i a n s  a n d 
S o c i n i a n s .  D o  a l l  y o u  c a n  t o  g e t  t h e m  t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e 
g l o r i o u s  c a u s e .  I t  w i l l  d o  t h e m  g o o d ,  a n d  t h e y  c a n  d o  y o u 
n o  h a r m .” I n  c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  t h i s ,  w h e n  h e  v i s i t e d  L o n d o n , 
h e  c a l l e d  u p o n  D r .  R e e s ,  a n d  s e c u r e d  h i m  a s  a  s u p p o r t e r  o f 
the Welsh Auxiliary Bible Society.
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mix ture  o f  churchmen wi th  d i s s en te r s ,  and  f rom the 
go ing  for th  o f  the  Bible  among the  common peop le, 
w i thou t  an  accompan iment ;  a s  i f  God  h imse l f  cou ld 
no t  b e  t r u s t ed  t o  s p e ak  t o  h i s  c re a tu re s  a l one.  Bu t 
the oppos i t ion only ser ved to pur i fy  and f an the holy 
f l a m e ;  a n d  t h e  o p p o n e n t s  we r e  p u t  t o  s i l e n c e — 
though now and  then  eve r  s ince  some p ious  o r  p re- 
jud iced  opponent  ha s  endeavoured  to  blow the  s ame 
trumpet.

As  the  f i e ld  was  the  wor ld ,  and  the  expendi ture  o f 
cu l t iva t i on  wou ld  be  va s t ,  no  p r iva t e  and  s e c t a r i an 
combinat ions  could have reached the g randeur  of  the 
d e s i gn .  Comprehen s i on  and  un ive r s a l  co -ope r a t i on 
were  requ i red ;  and  in  a  l a r ge  deg ree  they  were  ob- 
t a ined .  By  the  admi r ab l e  s imp l i c i t y  o f  i t s  s t r uc tu re, 
the ins t i tut ion was for med for extens ion and increase. 
Accord ing ly  the  l i t t l e  one  soon  became  a  thou s and ; 
and  t h e  Annua l  Repo r t ,  f rom a  f ew  p age s  s p e ed i l y 
swe l l e d  i n t o  a  l a r g e  vo l u m e .  T h e  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e 
metropol i s  was  fo l lowed in c i t ie s ,  towns ,  and v i l l ages 
a l l  over  the  l and;  o ther  countr ie s  emula ted  our  own; 
a n d  B i b l e  S o c i e t i e s  we re  s o o n  h e a rd  o f  i n  a l l  t h e 
quarters of the globe.

The  advan t a ge s  t h a t  re s u l t ed  f rom the  In s t i t u t i on 
a cco rded  w i th  i t s  s ucce s s .  I t  d id  more  towa rd s  h a r - 
moniz ing the  re l ig ious  wor ld  than anyth ing e l se  ever 
h ad  done,  o r  wa s  l i ke l y  t o  do.  No th ing  h ad  be fo re 
b e en  f ound  c a p ab l e  o f  f u r n i s h i n g  a  g round  f o r  a l l 
who  p r o f e s s e d  t h emse l ve s  Ch r i s t i a n s  t o  un i t e  upon , 
w i t hou t  any  compromi s e  o f  t h e i r  i nd iv i du a l  v i ew s ; 
and  I  know o f  none  tha t  c o u l d  h ave  been  found  bu t 
the  though t  tha t  s t r uck  a  f ew wi s e  and  p iou s  mind s 
—Tha t  a s  a l l  p ro f e s s ed  a  reg a rd  to  the  B ib l e  a s  t he 
s ou rc e  o f  t r u th ,  a l l  m igh t  un i t e—not  i n  t he  exp i a -
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na t ion ,  bu t  d i f fu s ion  o f  i t—not  in  any  ecc l e s i a s t i c a l 
communion—not  in  any for m or  ac t s  o f  Div ine wor- 
s h i p — t h i s  wa s  n eve r  c o n t e m p l a t e d ;  bu t  a s  w o r k e r s 
t o g e t h e r  a n d  c o m m o n  c o n t r i b u t o r s  t o  r a i s e  r e s o u r c e s 
t o  c i r c u l a t e  t h e  S c r i p t u r e  w i t h o u t  n o t e  o r  c o m m e n t . 
Such  a  c i rcu l a t ion  o f  the  Sc r ip ture  had  undoubted ly 
to do with re l ig ion,  as  ever ything connected with the 
B ible  ha s :  bu t  the  Soc ie ty  was  no  more,  s t r i c t l y  and 
proper ly  speak ing ,  a  re l ig ious  Soc ie ty  than the  com- 
m i t t e e  f o r  bu i l d i ng  chu rche s  i s  a  re l i g i ou s  Soc i e t y. 
We  k n ow  t h a t  c h u r c h e s  a r e  o n l y  r e a r e d  f o r  t h e 
wo r s h i p  o f  God ,  a nd  t h e  p re a ch i ng  o f  t h e  Go spe l ; 
but the committee i t se l f  i s  only a committee of  means 
and  management  fo r  a  de f in i t e  pur pose,  and  i s  com- 
po s e d ,  we  p re s ume,  o f  membe r s  who s e  c re e d s  a nd 
who s e  con s c i en c e s  a re  no t  p rev i ou s l y  g auged .  The 
bu i l de r s  too  o f  the s e  s a c red  ed i f i c e s  a re  engaged  in 
a  re l i g i ou s  work ,  “ fo r  t he  bu i l d i ng  i s  no t  f o r  man , 
bu t  G o d ; ” ye t  i n  s u c h  a  c a s e  we  o n l y  t h i n k  o f  i t s 
d e s t i n a t i on  and  u s e,  and  do  no t  i nvo l ve  t he  o r tho- 
doxy  and  regene r a t i on  o f  t he  ma son  and  c a r pen t e r. 
Whether  we ea t  or  dr ink,  or  whatever  we do,  we are 
to  do  a l l  t o  the  g lo r y  o f  God :  and  we  a re  to  do  a l l 
i n  t h e  n ame  o f  t h e  Lo rd  Je s u s—Ye t  wh i t h e r  wou ld 
t h i s  r u l e  c a r r y  u s ,  i f  i t  we r e  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  s o m e 
app ly  i t  in  one  pa r t i cu l a r  c a s e ?  Wha t  a  s a c red  th ing 
i s  the pr int ing of  the word of  God,  i f  we re fer  to the 
hol ines s  o f  the subject ,  and the re su l t  o f  the perusa l ? 
and  why  shou ld  no t  t he  compos i to r  o r  vendor  be  a 
Tr in i t a r i an ,  a s  we l l  a s  the  man who g ives  i t ,  or  con- 
t r i bu t e s  t o  i t s  d i s p e r s i o n ?  W h e n  n o t h i n g  bu t  t h e 
word  o f  God ,  the  source  o f  a l l  re l i g iou s  knowledge, 
i s  s p re a d ,  wha t  ev i l  o r  d ang e r  c a n  g row  ou t  o f  i t ? 
Tr u th  mus t  be  a  ga ine r,  and  e r ror  mus t  be  a  lo se r  by
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the  mea su re.  I  h ave  no t  the  shadow o f  a  doub t  tha t 
i t  wa s  God  who  pu t  t h e  t h i ng ,  p regnan t  w i t h  s u ch 
an  immen s i t y  o f  b ene f i c i a l  c on s equenc e s ,  i n t o  t h e 
h e a r t s  o f  s o  m a ny,  a n d  h a s  ke p t  i t  a l i ve  t h e r e ; — 
tha t  God,  f rom whom a l l  ho ly  de s i re s ,  a l l  ju s t  coun- 
se l s ,  and  a l l  good works  do  proceed ;—tha t  God who 
i s  t h e  au tho r  o f  p e a c e  and  l ove r  o f  conco rd ;—tha t 
G o d  w h o  a s s u r e s  u s  t h a t  o n e  o f  t h e  s e ve n  t h i n g s 
wh ich  he  sup reme ly  ha t e s  i s  he  tha t  sowe th  d i s co rd 
among brethren.

Pe r s on s  cou l d  s c a rc e l y  b e  eng aged  i n  t h i s  s e r v i c e 
w i t h o u t  g a i n i n g  g o o d  t h e m s e l ve s .  T h ey  we r e  n a - 
tura l ly awakened to ref lect ion, and led to think of  the 
impor tance and wor th of what they were taking pains , 
a n d  i n c u r r i n g  e x p e n s e s  t o  d i s t r i bu t e .  M a g i s t r a t e s , 
s ena to r s ,  noble s ,  p r ince s ,  were  d r awn ou t  open ly  to 
acknowledge  tha t  the  B ible  was  the  re l i g ion  o f  Pro- 
t e s t a n t s  a nd  Eng l i s hmen ;  a nd  t o  e xp re s s  t h e i r  own 
b e l i e f  a n d  e s t i m a t i o n  o f  i t ,  k n ow i n g  t h a t  t h e i r 
f am i l i e s  a nd  t h e  pub l i c  a t  l a r g e  wou l d  j udge  t h em 
by  t h e i r  avowa l s ,  a nd  l ook  f o r  s ome  con s i s t ency  a t 
l e a s t  in  the i r  cha rac te r  and  conduc t ,  wi th  the i r  wi t - 
ne s s ed  and  reco rded  dec l a r a t ion s .  And  to  th i s  c au se 
ma in ly,  though  no t  exc lu s ive ly,  we  may  a s c r ibe  tha t 
re l i g ious  movement  which  ha s  been  obse r ved  o f  l a t e 
ye a r s  among  many  i n  t h e  h i ghe r  wa l k s  o f  l i f e ;  a nd 
wh i ch ,  i f  God  h a s  me rcy  t owa rd s  t h e  coun t r y,  w i l l 
be increased more and more.

N eve r  wa s  t h e r e  s u c h  a n  a g g r e g a t e  o f  l e a r n i n g , 
ta lent ,  e loquence,  and piety—genuine and tr ied piety, 
a s  was  now found openly  a t t ached to  th i s  f lour i sh ing 
c a u s e .  T h o u s a n d s  a n d  m i l l i o n s  o f  p r aye r s  a l s o  f o r 
i t s  e f f ic iency were constant ly ascending to the Throne 
o f  Grace  f rom the  re t i remen t  o f  c lo s e t s ,  and  f ami l y
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a l t a r s ,  a n d  wo r s h i p p i n g  a s s e m b l i e s :  a n d  w h e n  t h e 
Soc ie ty  he ld  the i r  mee t ing s ,  the re  wa s  the  p raye r  o f 
the hear t to Him who looketh at the hear t, and accepts 
the pr inciple of devotion where the formali ty i s  want- 
i n g ,  a n d  w h o  k n ow s  t h a t  w h a t  i s  d e s i r a b l e  i s  n o t 
a l w a y s  a t t a i n a b l e .  I f  n o t h i n g  m o r e  e x p r e s s  w a s 
pe r fo r med ,  i t  a ro s e  no t  f rom a  wan t  o f  dependance 
upon God,  but  f rom the  pecu l i a r  na ture  and c i rcum- 
s tances  of  the Society,  which wise ly bound i t s  var ious 
par t ies to one point of ag reement, pledg ing themselves 
t o  l e ave  eve r y  o t h e r  f r e e .  And  t h e re  i s  no  s o c i e t y 
upon ea r th  bu t  i s  l imi ted  by  some d i f f i cu l ty  o r  ex i - 
gency,  and tha t  i s  not  requi red  to  forbear  or  g ive  up 
something otherwise preferable,  for  the sake of  g iving 
or  rece iv ing  an  advantage  which  i s  deemed rea l l y  o r 
re l a t ive ly  more  impor tan t  than  the  ob jec t  s ac r i f i ced . 
I t  c anno t  mee t  eve r y  ind iv idua l i t y  o f  c l a im;  i t  c an- 
n o t  a c c o m p l i s h  eve r y  p u r p o s e .  I t  i s  e n o u g h  w h e n 
H e  w h o  k n owe t h  a l l  t h i n g s  l o o k s  o n ,  a n d  s m i l e s , 
a n d  s ay s ,  “ L e t  h e r  a l o n e ,  s h e  h a t h  d o n e  w h a t  s h e 
could.”

We may obse r ve  too  tha t  in  a  wor ld  l ike  th i s  there 
i s  no doing good without the poss ib i l i ty  of  incidenta l 
ev i l ;  and  th a t  whe re  human  agenc i e s  a re  emp loyed , 
we  a re  no t  to  look  fo r  pe r f ec t ion .  To th i s  the  B ib l e 
S o c i e t y  n eve r  a d va n c e d  p re t e n s i o n s :  a n d  w h e n  we 
cons ider  the  r ap id i ty  o f  i t s  g rowth ,  the  mul t i tude  o f 
i t s  agents ,  and the di s tance of  many of  i t s  operat ions , 
c an  i t  b e  wonde red  a t  i f  t ho s e  who  we re  wa t ch ing 
a n d  w i s h i n g  f o r  i t s  h a l t i n g ,  s h o u l d  n ow  a n d  t h e n 
h ave  d i s cove red  a  m i s t a ke  o r  a  f a i l u re ?  Bu t  we  a re 
b o l d  t o  s ay,  t h a t  w h e n eve r  s u c h  c o m p l a i n t s  we r e 
sub s t an t i a t ed ,  t hey  we re  immed i a t e l y  re c t i f i ed ;  and 
th a t  p l edge s  we re  g iven  ag a in s t  t h e i r  re cu r rence  i n
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t he  n ame  o f  a l l  t h a t  wa s  honour ab l e  and  wor thy  o f 
b e i n g  t r u s t e d .  To  o b j e c t  a n d  f i n d  f a u l t s  i s  a b o u t 
t h e  e a s i e s t  t h i n g  i n  t h e  wo r l d .  A  d i s p o s i t i o n  t o 
cen sure  i s  no t  a lway s  the  be s t  p roo f  o f  humi l i t y,  o r, 
according to  our  Sav iour  in  h i s  d i s suas ive  f rom judg- 
ing ,  even  o f  s i nce r i t y.  A  man  may  be  incon s i s t en t l y 
and  awkwa rd l y  eng aged  i n  pu l l i n g  a  mo t e  ou t  o f  a 
b ro t h e r ’s  e ye  w h i l e  a  b e a m  i s  i n  h i s  ow n — u n d e r 
the  l aw the  snu f f e r s  were  to  be  o f  pure  go ld .  Those 
who,  a s  ind iv idua l s ,  o r  soc i e t i e s ,  demand  a  f reedom 
f r o m  a l l  d e f e c t s  i n  o t h e r s ,  m u s t  b e  w i l l i n g  t o 
b e  j u d g e d  b y  n o  r e l a x e d  r u l e  t h e m s e l v e s ;  t h e y 
mu s t  e xp e c t  t h a t  eve r y  m i s t a ke  o r  f a i l i n g  i n  t h em 
w i l l ,  by  a  p rovo ke d  l aw  o f  r e t a l i a t i o n ,  b e  e a g e r l y 
kenned and probably magnified.

And  l e t  tho se  who  have  pe r f e c t l y  a  r i gh t  to  th ink 
and act  for  themselves ,  and whose pr inciples  and a ims 
we  h ave  no  w i s h  t o  a r r a i gn  o r  s u s p e c t ,  on l y  s e e— 
w h e t h e r  t h ey  h ave  n o  c h u rc h  f e l l ow s h i p  w i t h  a ny 
he re t i c a l  p r av i t y ;  o r  whe the r  in  the i r  new cons t i tu- 
t i on  a l l  t he i r  l e ade r s  and  member s  a re  en t i re l y  f re e 
no t  on l y  f rom  wh ims  and  f o l l i e s ,  bu t  even  s e r i ou s 
e r ro r s ;  whe the r  t hey  l abou r  w i th  none  a s  a s s i s t an t s 
who  though  o r thodox  i n  t he  Tr in i t y  a re  he t e rodox 
i n  o t h e r  e s s en t i a l s  o f  t h e  c re ed ,  o r  un sound  i n  a l l 
t h e  commandmen t s ;  and  whe the r,  when  eve r y th ing 
i s  open  among  o th e r s ,  t h ey  n eve r  t h i nk  i t  s a f e r  t o 
do business with closed doors—

Unt r i ed  i n s t i t u t i on s  c an  a f f o rd  t o  b e  ve r y  l i b e r a l 
a nd  magn i f i c en t  i n  p romi s e .  Cou r t s h i p  i s  e xpec t ed 
t o  a bound  w i t h  f a i r  s p e e ch e s ;  a n d  t h e  l ove r  o f t e n 
r a i s e s  expec t a t ion s  which  the  husband  s ad ly  de fea t s . 
I t  i s  ea sy  to  vaunt  and vapour  be fore  the  ba t t l e.  The 
a b s en c e  o f  b l em i s h e s  may  b e  bo a s t e d ,  wh i l e  a s  ye t
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l i t t l e  o r  noth ing  i s  done.  But  we  p l ead  fo r  a  Soc ie ty 
which has  bor ne the  burden and hea t  o f  the  day,  and 
for  near  th i r ty  year s  endured ever y k ind of  exposure, 
a n d  e x a m i n a t i o n .  Ye t  w h a t  a r e  t h e  d e l i n q u e n c i e s 
w i t h  w h i c h  i t  i s  c h a r g e d ?  A n d  w h a t  l owe r i n g  h a s 
i t  s u s t a i n ed  i n  t h e  e s t ima t i on  o f  t h e  mu l t i t ud e s  o f 
w i s e ,  c ompe t en t ,  a nd  god l y  j u dg e s ?  L e t  o t h e r s ,  a t 
the  end of  so  many year s ,  and a f te r  accompl i sh ing so 
much  good  a t  home  and  ab ro ad ,  rema in  a s  h i gh  i n 
publ ic  opinion,  and be a s  f ree  f rom a l l  charges  unles s 
those  in f i r mi t i e s  which  inev i t ably  adhere  to  a l l  re l i - 
g ious  exer t ion  a s  we l l  a s  re l i g ious  exper ience  in  the 
present s tate;  and we trust  there wil l  he found enough 
who wi l l  w i sh  them God speed—Ti l l  then ,  we  hope 
they wi l l  not  be sur pr i sed or  of fended at  the caut ion, 
“Let  not  h im tha t  put te th  on the  har nes s  boa s t  h im- 
self like him that putteth it off.”

I  a m  s u re  I  p r aye d  d i s t i n c t l y  b e f o re  I  c a m e  i n t o 
the pulpi t  aga ins t  the inf luence of  an improper spir i t ; 
a n d  I  h o p e  I  s h a l l  n o t  s p e a k  u n c h a r i t a b l y.  Ye t  I 
w i sh  i t  t o  be  ob se r ved  tha t  I  s pe ak  f e e l i n g ly .  I  h ave 
re a d  o f  a  s on  who,  t hough  dumb,  when  s e e i n g  h i s 
f a ther going to be as sas s inated,  in the agony of  regard 
c r i e d  o u t ,  a n d  s ave d  h i s  l i f e .  A  b e l ove d  o b j e c t  i s 
never  so endeared to rea l  a f fec t ion a s  when i t  i s  mis- 
r e p r e s e n t e d  a n d  i n j u r e d .  I t  i s  a  f a c t  yo u  mu s t  a l l 
be aware of ,  that  as  f r iends to the Br i t i sh and Foreign 
Bible Society it  i s  not optional with us to be advocates 
o n l y ;  we  a r e  c o n s t r a i n e d  t o  b e  d e f e n d e r s .  T h e 
cau se  i s  no t  on ly  l e f t ,  bu t  a t t a cked .  Sure ly  i t  wou ld 
be  pos s ib le  fo r  per sons  in  such a  ca se  to  he  seceder s 
and not opposer s ;  to he opponents ,  yet to keep within 
the  r u le s  o f  honourable  con f l i c t ;  to  f i gh t  wi th  men, 
a nd  no t  t o  t a ke  c a p t ive  women ,  who  s hou l d  n eve r
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be  the  spoi l s  or  the  eng ines  o f  war ;  to  s t r ike  openly, 
and not in secret ;  to as sa i l  measures ,  and not motives ; 
to  expla in ,  and not  ins inuate ;  to expostu la te,  and not 
i n s u l t ;  t o  a r g u e ,  a n d  n o t  c a l u m n i a t e — B u t  w h a t  a 
s a d  d i s c re p an cy  do  we  o f t e n  p e rc e ive  b e tween  t h e 
possible and the actual! 

Many o f  you ,  my dea r  hea re r s ,  in  th i s  l a rge  a s sem- 
bly,  a re  young;  and your  connexion with th i s  Socie ty 
i s  l im i t ed .  I t  i s  no t  fo r  you  to  judge  o f  the  in t e re s t 
some of  us  fee l  who were with i t  f rom the beg inning. 
C a n  w e  e ve r  f o r g e t  t h e  u n u t t e r a b l e  p l e a s u r e  a n d 
g ra t i tude we exper ienced,  when,  a t tached a s  we were 
to  the  Scr ip ture s ,  and hav ing  so  o f ten  prayed ,  “Send 
out  thy  l ight  and thy  t r u th ,” we heard  tha t  a  Soc ie ty 
was going to be establ i shed, the sole purpose of which 
wou l d  b e  t h e  d i f f u s i on  o f  t h em?  Can  we  eve r  l o s e 
t h e  d e l i c i ou s  r e co l l e c t i on s  we  h ave  o f  i t s  o r i g i n a l 
f o r ma t i on  i n  London ?  O f  i t s  s udden  and  w id e  e x - 
t en s i on ?  O f  t h e  mee t i ng s  we  en j oyed  i n  Town  and 
coun t r y,  when ,  i n  hou r s  o f  h e aven  upon  e a r t h ,  we 
have  fe l t  the  pre sence  o f  t r u th ,  o f  wi sdom,  o f  good- 
ne s s ,  a nd  o f  God  h imse l f ?  a nd  when  t h e  t emp l e  o f 
Janu s  c l o s ed ,  and  t h e  d i s co rd s  o f  p a r t y  hu shed ,  we 
seemed to  hear  on ly  the  ange l s ’ song,  “Glor y  to  God 
i n  t h e  h i g h e s t ,  o n  e a r t h  p e a c e ,  g o o d w i l l  t owa rd s 
men ; ” a nd  s i l e n t l y  e x c l a imed ,  “Beh o l d ,  h ow  go o d 
and how p lea sant  i t  i s  for  bre thren to  dwel l  together 
i n  un i t y !  I t  i s  l i ke  t he  p re c iou s  o in tmen t  upon  the
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h e ad ,  t h a t  r a n  down  upon  t h e  b e a rd ,  even  Aa ron ’s 
bea rd :  tha t  went  down to  the  sk i r t s  o f  h i s  ga r ment s ; 
as  the dew of Her mon, and as  the dew that  descended 
u p o n  t h e  m o u n t a i n s  o f  Z i o n :  f o r  t h e r e  t h e  L o rd 
commanded  the  b l e s s ing ,  even  l i f e  fo r  eve r more.”— 
Can  we  g ive  up  a l l  t h i s  a s  Chr i s t i an  de lu s ion ?  and , 
a t  the  d ic tum of  pre sumpt ion and scor n ,  be l ieve  tha t 
we  we r e  s e t t i n g  o u r  s e a l  t o  a  w i c ke d  a n d  “ G o d - 
deny ing  en te r p r i s e ?”—Can  we  eve r  fo rge t  the  man- 
ner  in  which th i s  d igni f ied  Soc ie ty  has  ho lden on i t s 
c o u r s e ?  T h e  m e e k  a n d  k i n d  t e m p e r  i t  h a s  a lway s 
ev inced  toward s  i t s  adve r s a r i e s ?  I t s  nobl e  avo idance 
o f  l ow  a n d  d e g r a d i n g  c o n t rove r s y ?  I t s  e m p l oy i n g 
s c r upu lou s l y  none  o f  i t s  f und s  i n  i t s  own  de f ence ? 
The number of  inst i tut ions to which i t  has  g iven r i se? 
The  cha r i t i e s  which  i t  ha s  be f r i ended?  The  amaz ing 
mu l t i t ud e s  o f  i nd iv i du a l s  wh i ch ,  l i v i n g  and  dy i ng , 
h ave  b l e s s ed  God  fo r  t he  bene f i t  t hey  h ave  de r ived 
f rom i t s  God l i ke  e f f o r t s ?  Can  we  f o r ge t  t h a t  unde r 
t h e  D iv i n e  b l e s s i n g  t h e  So c i e t y  h a s  p romo t ed ,  d i - 
rectly or indirectly, the distr ibuting, pr inting, or trans- 
l a t i n g  o f  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s ,  i n  w h o l e  o r  i n  p a r t , *  i n 
one  hundred  and  f i f t y - th ree  l anguage s  and  d i a l e c t s ; 
i n  on e  hund red  a nd  f ou r  o f  wh i ch  t h ey  h ad  n eve r 
b e f o r e  b e e n  p r i n t e d ?  T h a t  t h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f 
B ib le s  and  Tes t ament s  i s sued  by  the  Soc ie ty  exceed s 
seven mil l ions? That,  exclusive of these seven mil l ions, 
about f ive mi l l ions  of  copies  have been di s t r ibuted by 
Bible  Soc ie t ie s  in  fore ign par t s ,  ca l l ed  in to ex i s tence 
by  t h e  e x a m p l e  a n d  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h 
a n d  Fo re i g n  B i b l e  S o c i e t y ?  A n d  t h a t  t h e  wo r l d  i s 
i n d eb t ed  t o  i t  f o r  two- t h i rd s  o f  t h e  cop i e s  i t  now

*	 T h i s  w a s  s a i d  s o  e a r l y  a s  1 8 3 2 ;  w h a t  h a s  G o d  w r o u g h t 
by it since?
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p o s s e s s e s ?  W h o  c a n  t h i n k  o f  s u c h  a n  I n s t i t u t i o n 
and  no t  exc l a im,  I f  I  fo rge t  thee,  l e t  my  r i gh t  hand 
forge t  her  cunning ;  l e t  my tongue c leave  to  the  roof 
o f  my  mou th ,  i f  I  p re f e r  no t  t hy  we l f a re  above  my 
chief joy.

O n e  wo rd  m o r e ,  a n d  I  c o n c l u d e .  Ye  f r i e n d s  o f 
th i s  g lo r iou s  c au s e !  wha t eve r  p rovoca t ion  you  mee t 
w i t h ,  b ewa re  o f  b e i n g  b e t r ayed  i n t o  a ny  imp rope r 
t e m p e r  o r  l a n g u a g e .  B l e s s ,  a n d  c u r s e  n o t .  T h e 
S av iou r,  when  rev i l ed ,  rev i l ed  no t  a g a in ;  bu t  com- 
mitted himself to Him that judgeth r ighteously.

Ye t  be  no t  t e r r i f i ed  o r  d i s couraged  by  your  adver- 
s a r i e s — a  c h a r a c t e r ,  a l a s !  u n d e r  w h i c h  t h e y  s e e m 
d e t e r m i n e d  yo u  s h a l l  v i ew  t h e m .  T h o u s a n d s  a n d 
mi l l i on s  a re  re ady  to  come fo rward  to  suppor t  your 
w i she s  and  hope s .  God  i s  i n  the  m id s t  o f  a  Soc i e t y 
t h a t  h a s  n o  i n t e r e s t  i n  v i ew  bu t  t h e  s p re a d  o f  h i s 
word, the sa lvat ion of the world,  the promotion of his 
glory—It must be dear to His heart.

B u t  w h i l e  yo u  r e j o i c e  i n  i t s  p ro s p e c t s ,  a n d  a r e 
g rate fu l  for  the wonder s  i t  has  accompl i shed,  le t  your 
m o t t o  b e — “ G o  f o r wa rd .” H ow  mu c h  ye t  r e m a i n s 
t o  b e  a c c o m p l i s h e d !  A n d  h ow  m a ny  a r e  p e r i s h i n g 
f o r  l a c k  o f  k n ow l e d g e !  A n d  h ow  s h o r t  a n d  u n - 
cer ta in i s  your l i fe,  upon which a l l  your oppor tunit ies 
f o r  u s e f u l n e s s  d e p e n d !  W h a t s o eve r  t h e r e f o r e  yo u r 
h a n d  f i n d s  t o  d o,  d o  i t  w i t h  yo u r  m i g h t .  B e c o m e 
co l l ec to r s ,  sub sc r ibe r s ,  con t r ibu tor s .  Shew your  un- 
aba t ing  coun tenance  and  rega rd  by  your  a t t endance 
a n d  l i b e r a l i t y  a t  t h e  Twe n t i e t h  A n n u a l  M e e t i n g , 
wh i ch  I  h ave  t h e  p l e a su re  t o  announce,  and  wh i ch 
wi l l  be  ho lden  on  Wedne sday,  a t  the  Upper  Rooms . 
T h e  g r a c e  o f  o u r  L o rd  J e s u s  C h r i s t  b e  w i t h  yo u . 
Amen.
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ADVERTISEMENT.

Th i s  S e r m o n  h a s  n eve r  b e e n  p u b l i s h e d ,  bu t  i t  wa s 
p r i n t e d  b y  t h e  l a t e  R a j a h  R a m m o h u n  R oy.  T h e 
c a s e  wa s  t h i s .  T h e  A u t h o r  wa s  t h e n  p r e a c h i n g  i n 
London,  a t  Sur rey  Chape l ;  and  on the  Sunday  even- 
i n g  t h e  Ra j ah  w i t h  t h e  Lo rd  Mayo r  honou red  h im 
w i t h  h i s  a t t e n d a n c e .  W h e n  t h e  s e r v i c e  w a s 
ove r ,  t h e  R a j a h  c a m e  i n t o  t h e  c h a p e l - h o u s e ,  a n d 
p re s s ed  f o r  l e ave,  a t  h i s  own  expen s e,  t o  p r i n t  t h e 
S e r m o n  f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  a m o n g  h i s  f r i e n d s .  T h e 
P re ache r,  a f t e r  a  l i t t l e  he s i t a t i on ,  y i e l ded ,  and  s en t 
h im the  d i s cou r s e  ( f o r  he  h ad  p re a ched  f rom a  f ew 
shor t notes only), transcr ibed from the copy of a fr iend 
who was present, and had accurately secured it.

T h e  R a j a h  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i s h e d  t h a t  t h e  S e r m o n 
m igh t  re t a i n  i t s  f r e e  and  popu l a r  mode  o f  a dd re s s ; 
and herein his wish has been str ictly complied with.

The Author,  wi th  regard  to  th i s  ver y  ex t raord inar y 
man ,  cannot  he lp  remark ing ,  tha t  no t  on ly  f rom the 
c i rcums t ance  o f  h i s  e s pou s i ng  t h i s  S e r mon  (wh i ch , 
though not highly doctr ina l ,  has  a l lus ions and int ima- 
t ions  which would  not  accord  wi th  some Theology) , 
bu t  f ro m  s u b s e q u e n t  i n t e r c o u r s e ,  a s  a l s o  f ro m  t h e 
t e s t imony  o f  o the r s ,  he  i s  pe r suaded  tha t  though  a t 
h i s  f i r s t  embrac ing  Chr i s t i an i ty  he  wa s  Uni t a r i an  in 
h i s  v i ew s ,  h e  wa s  a f t e r  h e  c a m e  t o  t h i s  c o u n t r y  a 
s ince re  and  ea r ne s t  enqu i re r  a f t e r  evange l i c a l  t r u th , 
and  wou ld  have  p ro fe s s ed  h i s  adop t ion  o f  i t ,  had  he 
not been prematurely removed by death.

Bath, Percy Place,
	 April 28th, 1843.
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THE RICHES OF HIS GOODNESS.
“I drew them with cords of a man, with bands of love: and 
I  was unto them as they that  take o f f  the yoke on the i r 
jaws; and I laid meat unto them.”—Hosea, xi. 4.

My Brethren,
David  s p e ak s  o f  t h e  g re a t n e s s  o f  God ’s  goodne s s ; 

and  to  impre s s  h i s  m ind  the  more  wi th  the  sub j ec t , 
h e  con s i d e r s  i t  unde r  t h e  d i s t i n c t i on  o f  f u tu re  and 
p re s en t ,  pu r po sed  and  a ccomp l i shed ,  concea l ed  and 
d i sp l ayed—and exc l a ims ,  “O how g rea t  i s  the  good- 
nes s  which thou has t  l a id  up for  them that  fear  thee ; 
which  thou ha s t  wrought  fo r  them tha t  t r u s t  in  thee 
before the sons of men!”

T h e  e x c l a m a t i o n  i s  j u s t  a n d  t r u e .  H ow  g r e a t  i s 
t h e  g o o d n e s s  w h i c h  h e  h a s  “ l a i d  u p ” f o r  t h e m ! 
T h i s  i n d e e d  i s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  p a r t .  T h i s  s u r p a s s e s 
a l l  representat ion and conception. “Eye hath not seen, 
no r  e a r  h e a rd ,  n e i t h e r  h ave  en t e red  i n t o  t h e  h e a r t 
o f  m a n ,  t h e  t h i n g s  w h i c h  G o d  h a t h  p r e p a r e d  f o r 
t h em th a t  l ove  h im .” E t e r n i t y  i t s e l f  w i l l  b e  n e c e s - 
s a r y  t o  d eve l o p  f u l l y  “ t h e  g l o r y  t h a t  s h a l l  b e  r e - 
ve a l e d .” Ye t  h ow  g r e a t  i s  t h e  g o o d n e s s  w h i c h  h e 
h a s  “ b rough t  f o r  t h em ! ” Fo r  t hough  t h ey  h ave  f a r 
m o r e  i n  p ro s p e c t  a n d  h o p e ,  t h ey  h ave  a l s o  mu c h 
i n  a c t u a l  p o s s e s s i o n  a n d  e n j oy m e n t .  T h o u g h  t h e 
inher i t ance  i s  re se r ved  for  them in  heaven ,  and  they 
a re  now unde r  age,  ye t  even  in  the i r  m ino r i t y  they 
have the privileges of heirs. As yet it is not day
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wi th  them,  but  i t  i s  dawn,  and  “ the  pa th  o f  the  ju s t 
i s  a s  the  sh in ing  l i gh t  which  sh ine th  more  and  more 
u n t o  t h e  p e r f e c t  d ay.” A s  ye t  t h e  wo r k  o f  G o d  i n 
them i s  no t  comp le t ed ,  bu t  i t  i s  begun ;  and  we  a re 
“ c o n f i d e n t  o f  t h i s  ve r y  t h i n g ,  t h a t  h e  w h i c h  h a t h 
begun a  good work in  them wi l l  per for m i t  unt i l  the 
day of Jesus Christ.”

The opera t ions  and expres s ions  o f  the  d iv ine good- 
ne s s  a re  d ive r s i f i ed  accord ing  to  our  cond i t ion s  and 
e x i g e n c i e s .  L e t  u s  s e e  w h a t  i t  d i d  f o r  E p h r a i m 
o f  o ld ,  and  wha t  i t  doe s  f o r  h i s  peop l e  now.  I  d r ew 
t h e m  w i t h  c o r d s  o f  a  m a n ,  w i t h  b a n d s  o f  l o v e :  a n d  I 
wa s  u n t o  t h em  a s  t h e y  t h a t  t a k e  o f f  t h e  y o k e  o n  t h e i r 
jaws; and I laid meat unto them.

H e r e  a r e  t h r e e  l e a d i n g  a r t i c l e s : — At t rac t i on — 
I  d r ew  t h em  w i t h  t h e  b and s  o f  a  man ,  w i t h  t h e  c o rd s  o f 
l o v e :  E manc i pat i on — I  w a s  u n t o  t h e m  a s  t h e y  t h a t 
t a k e  o f f  t h e  y o k e  o n  t h e i r  j a w s :  P r ov i s i o n — a n d  I 
laid meat, unto them.

I t  i s  ea sy  to  exempl i fy  the  meaning o f  a l l  th i s  wi th 
rega rd  to  the  Jews .  God  wou ld  a t t a ch  them to  h im- 
se l f  by  convic t ion and d i spos i t ion:  he  there fore  drew 
them with the bands  of  a  man,  and the cords  of  love. 
When he  de l ivered  them f rom the  l and o f  Egypt  and 
the  house  o f  bondage,  he  took o f f  the  yoke  on the i r 
j aw s .  A n d  w h e n  h e  c o m m a n d e d  t h e  c l o u d s ,  a n d 
pou red  down  manna ,  a nd .  f u r n i s h ed  a  t a b l e  i n  t h e 
wilderness, lie laid meat unto them.

L e t  u s  n ow  p a s s  f ro m  J ew s  t o  C h r i s t i a n s ;  “ G o d 
h a v i n g  p r ov i d e d  s o m e  b e t t e r  t h i n g  f o r  u s ,  t h a t 
t h ey  w i t hou t  u s  s hou l d  no t  b e  made  p e r f e c t .” And 
whi l e  we a re  look ing  a f t e r  our  own concer n  in  “ the 
r iches of his goodness,”



	 the riches of his goodness� 103

103

O Thou whose power o’er moving worlds presides, 
Whose voice created, and whose wisdom guides,  
On darken’d man in pure effulgence shine,  
And cheer the clouded mind with light divine— 
Great God! from Thee we spring, to Thee we tend, 
Our medium, way, original, and end!

The  f i r s t  a r t i c l e  o f  th i s  goodne s s  i s  Attraction— 
“ I  d r ew  t h em  w i t h  t h e  h a n d s  o f  a  man ,  w i t h  t h e  c o r d s 
o f  l o v e .” And  he re  you  w i l l  ob s e r ve  t h a t  t h e  d r aw- 
i ng  i s  t o  h imse l f ,  a s  we l l  a s  by  h imse l f .  Th i s  i s  n e - 
c e s s a r i l y  imp l i ed  i n  t he  ve r y  t e r m .  In  d r iv ing ,  you 
u rge  the  th ing  f rom you ,  bu t  i n  d r aw ing  you  b r ing 
i t  t owa rd s  yo u .  A n d  t h i s  i s  t h e  a i m  o f  G o d  i n  a l l 
h i s  d i s pen s a t i on s—i t  i s  t o  b r ing  u s  t o  h imse l f .  The 
de s ign  rega rd s  the  s t a te  we a re  p rev ious ly  in ;  a  s t a te 
o f  a l i e n a t i on  a nd  d i s t a n c e  f rom  h im .  Fo r  man  i s  a 
f a l l en  c re a tu re,  and  the  t r u th  o f  t he  f a l l  a ppea r s  i n 
h i s  wande r ing  away  f rom the  ho ly  and  b l e s s ed  God . 
H e  i s  n ow  n a t u r a l l y  w i t h o u t  “ G o d  i n  t h e  wo r l d .” 
God  i s  no t  in  a l l  h i s  though t s .  And  when  he  wou ld 
en t e r  t h em ,  h e  i s  r e p e l l e d  a s  a n  i n t r ud e r ,  a nd  t h e 
re s i s t e r  s ay s  un to  God ,  “Depa r t  f rom u s ,  we  de s i re 
not the knowledge of thy ways.”

Whi l e  in  th i s  s t a t e  we  see  h i s  s in ,  we  equa l l y  pe r - 
c e i ve  h i s  m i s e r y.  I f  w i t h  G o d  “ i s  t h e  f o u n t a i n  o f 
l i f e ,” i t  mu s t  f o l l ow  t h a t  a l l  t h ey  who  dep a r t  f rom 
h im sha l l  pe r i sh ;  and  th a t  we  c an  on ly  be  happy  in 
p ro p o r t i o n  a s  we  a r e  n e a r  H i m .  H e  h a s  f u r n i s h e d 
a l l  t he  c re a tu re s  he  ha s  p roduced  wi th  some  conve- 
n ient  good,  su i ted to  the i r  k ind.  Natura l  bodies  have 
the i r  proper  p laces ,  and dec lare,  so  to speak,  by res t- 
i ng  in  them,  th a t  t hey  a re  whe re  they  ough t  to  be. 
Sens i t ive  be ing s  and  a l l  the  an ima l  t r ibe s  a re  l ed  re- 
s p e c t i ve l y  t owa rd s  s ome  p rov i s i on  ma de  f o r  t h em ,
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a s  adap ted  to  the i r  want s ,  congen i a l  w i th  the i r  p ro- 
p en s i t i e s ,  a nd  p e r f e c t ive  o f  t h e i r  cond i t i on .  Bu t  i t 
wa s  the  d i s t inc t ion  and  g lo r y  o f  man ,  tha t  he  a lone 
was  made capable  o f  knowing and enjoying God,  and 
wa s  d e s i g n e d  f o r  i t ;  a n d  b e i n g  d e s i g n e d  f o r  t h i s 
noble  end,  and made capable  o f  i t ,  he  i s  in  a  s t a te  o f 
derangement  and wretchednes s  apar t  f rom i t .  Though 
a  re l a p s ed  be ing ,  h e  s t i l l  re t a i n s  t h e  s ame  e s s en t i a l 
re l a t ion  to  God a s  h i s  supreme good ;  and  the re fo re, 
though  in  the  ab sence  o f  God  he  tu r n s  to  c re a tu re s 
to  supp ly  h i s  p l ace,  t h ey  cannot  a f ford  h im the  s a t i s - 
f a c t i on  he  requ i re s .  I n  t h e  m id s t  o f  h i s  s u f f i c i ency 
he  i s  i n  s t r a i t s ,  and  even  i n  h i s  i ndu l gence s  f e e l s  a 
vo i d  w i t h i n  s t i l l  p romp t i ng  h im  t o  a s k ,  “who  w i l l 
s h ew  u s  a ny  good ? ” H i s  e f f o r t s  may  i n d e ed  d ive r t 
the  mind ,  though they  cannot  s a t i s f y  i t ;  and  i t  i s  by 
means  o f  the se  d iver s ions  tha t  he  main ta in s  anyth ing 
l i ke  pe ace  w i th in .  Bu t  th a t  f o rced  c a lm  i s  a t t ended 
w i th  anx i e t y,  and  i s  l i a b l e  t o  i n t e r r up t ion .  I t  i s  no 
ea sy  th ing  to  keep  o f f  re f l ec t ion  en t i re ly.  Tru th  wi l l 
somet imes  enter  l ike  an a r med man,  and proc la im i t s 
r ight s .  At  bes t ,  th i s  cons t ra ined de lus ion,  th i s  “ t r uce 
t o  t hough t ,” i s  on l y  f o r  l i f e .  Th i s t l e  wood ,  one  o f 
our la te t ra i tor s ,  as  he was ascending the drop, sa id to 
a  c o m r a d e ,  “ We  s h a l l  n ow  s o o n  k n ow  t h e  g r e a t 
s e c r e t .” T h e  m e a n i n g  wa s ,  w h e t h e r  t h e  s o u l  s u r - 
v ived  the  body or  per i shed  wi th  i t ;  whether  another 
wo r l d  f o l l owed  t h i s ;  whe the r  h e l l  wa s  a  re a l i t y,  o r 
t h e  bu g b e a r  o f  s u p e r s t i t i o n .  A h ,  my  d e a r  h e a re r s , 
yo u  w i l l  a l l  q u i c k l y  k n ow  t h i s  g r e a t  s e c r e t  yo u r - 
se lves ;  but  how awful  wal l  i t  be to lear n i t  when i t  i s 
too  l a t e  to  rec t i f y  a  mi s t ake,  and  fo r  your  doubt s  to 
e n d ,  w h e r e  y o u r  t o r m e n t s  b e g i n !  A n d
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	 Say, ye gay dreamers of gay dreams,  
How will you weather an eternal night 
Where such expedients fail—

a s  you  now emp loy  to  amuse  you r  m ind s ,  and  keep 
o f f  a pp rehen s i on ?  And  w i l l  you  neve r  t h i nk  o f  t h e 
d re ad fu lne s s  o f  en t e r ing ,  w i th  a l l  you r  p re s en t  p a s - 
s ions  and appet i te s ,  another  and a  change le s s  s t a te  o f 
exi s tence,  and where you wi l l  f ind no oppor tuni ty  or 
o b j e c t  t o  i n d u l g e  t h e m  f o r  eve r !  O  w h a t  a  m e rc y 
to be drawn to God as the home of the hear t ,  and our 
por t ion for ever :  to be drawn to hi s  ways ,  to hi s  peo- 
p l e,  t o  h i s  hou s e,  t o  h i s  t h rone,  t o  h i s  t ab l e :  t o  be 
drawn to the cross ,  that  centre of  interview, re-union 
and  f r i e nd sh i p  b e tween  God  and  t h e  s i nn e r !  “And 
a l l  things  are of  God, who hath reconci led us  to him- 
se l f  by Jesus  Chr i s t ,  and hath g iven to us  the minis t r y 
o f  reconc i l i a t ion .  Now then  we  a re  amba s s ador s  fo r 
C h r i s t ,  a s  t h o u g h  G o d  d i d  b e s e e c h  yo u  by  u s ,  we 
p r ay  yo u  i n  C h r i s t ’s  s t e a d ,  B e  ye  r e c o n c i l e d  u n t o 
G o d .” T h i s  b r i n g s  u s  t o  g l a n c e  a t  t h e  m a n n e r  i n 
which he attracts us to himself.

F i r s t  h e  s a y s ,  I  d r e w  t h e m  w i t h  c o r d s  o f  a  m a n . 
H e  m e a n s  r a t i o n a l l y.  H e n c e  r e l i g i o n  i s  c a l l e d  a 
reasonable  ser v ice,  and ever y Chr i s t i an i s  to  be ready 
t o  g i ve  a  r e a s o n  o f  t h e  h o p e  t h a t  i s  i n  h i m .  Yo u 
cannot  convince a  beas t ,  or  in for m a  beas t ,  or  rea son 
w i th  a  b e a s t .  A  be a s t  i s  i n a c c e s s i b l e  t o  mo t ive  and 
a rgument :  you there fore  have recour se  to  power,  and 
coe rce  a  bea s t .  Bu t  i t  i s  o the rwi s e  when  you  wou ld 
i n f l u e n c e  a  m a n .  Yo u  r e a s o n  w i t h  h i m ;  yo u  e n - 
l i g h t en  h i s  m ind ,  a nd  ende avou r  t o  p e r s u ad e  h im . 
A n d  t h i s  i s  t h e  way  i n  w h i c h  G o d  d e a l s  w i t h  u s . 
““He works  in  u s ,” s ay s  the  Apos t l e,  “ to  wi l l  and  to 
do  o f  h i s  good  p l e a s u re .” D id  h e  wo rk  i n  u s  t o  d o 
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and  no t  t o  w i l l—it  wou ld  be  v io l ence  and  t y r anny ; 
but  be works  in us  to wi l l  a s  wel l  a s  to do;  and what- 
eve r  we  do  w i l l i n g l y  ( howeve r  t h a t  w i l l i n gn e s s  b e 
induced) we do freely and with pleasure.

We by  no means  deny tha t  there  i s  a  d iv ine  energy 
emp loyed  i n  the  conve r s i on  o f  t he  s i nne r ;  bu t  God 
a lways  employs  i t  in  a  manner  su i ted to the nature of 
the  be ing  in  whom i t  i s  exe r t ed .  Now th i s  be ing  i s 
a  r a t i on a l  b e i ng ;  t h a t  i s ,  a  b e i ng  gove r ned ,  no t  by 
hi s  pas s ions and appet i tes  and senses ,  but  by hi s  judg- 
ment  and  rea son :  i . e.  when he  ac t s  a s  he  ought ;  and 
the  des ign o f  d iv ine  in f luence  i s  to  br ing  h im in to  a 
proper  s t a te  o f  ac t ion .  Hence  God beg ins  by  sh in ing 
in  the  hea r t ;  and  a l l  t he  ope r a t ion s  o f  h i s  g r a ce,  a s 
D r.  O we n  r e m a r k s ,  c o m m e n c e  a n d  a r e  c a r r i e d  o n 
with “the renewing of the mind.”

S e c o n d l y,  h e  s ay s ,  I  d r e w  t h e m  w i t h  t h e  h a n d s  o f 
l o v e .  H e  m e a n s  a f f e c t i o n a t e l y.  T h e re  i s  s o m e t h i n g 
ve r y  engag ing  and  w inn ing  in  l ove.  Indeed  the re  i s 
n o t h i n g  e l s e  t h a t  c a n  d r aw  yo u r  f e l l ow - c re a t u r e s . 
Other  a t t r ibu te s  a re  repu l s ive  r a the r  than  a t t r ac t ive. 
Wi s dom may  c au s e  you  t o  b e  f e a red ;  powe r,  t o  b e 
d re aded ;  r i che s  and  f ame,  to  be  env i ed .  Love  a lone 
can cause you to be loved; or effectually attach and bind 
to  you the hear t  o f  another.  The obser va t ion of  th i s , 
a s  long ago a s  the  days  o f  So lomon,  fur n i shed a  pro- 
ve rb :  “He  t h a t  w i l l  h ave  f r i end s  s hou ld  s h ew  h im- 
se l f  f r iendly:  and there i s  a  f r iend, that  s t icketh c loser 
t h a n  a  b r o t h e r .” I f  y o u  t h i n k  y o u  c a n  i n d u c e 
peop l e  to  l ove  you  in  any  o the r  way,  we  wou ld  re - 
commend  you  to  make  the  t r i a l .  Go,  and  t e l l  t h em 
t h a t  t h e y  o u g h t  t o  l o v e  yo u .  C o m m a n d  t h e m  t o 
l ove  you .  Th r e a t e n  t h em ,  i f  t h ey  do  n o t  l ove  yo u . 
S u r e l y  yo u  h a ve  s u c c e e d e d  n ow !  W h a t  a l l u r i n g
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m o d e s  a r e  t h e s e ! — W hy,  t h ey  n ow  f e e l  f a r t h e r  o f f 
t h a n  eve r .  N o ;  t h e  o n l y  way  t o  b e  l ove d  i s  t o  b e , 
a nd  t o  a ppe a r,  l ove l y ;  t o  po s s e s s  a nd  d i s p l ay  k i nd - 
ne s s ,  benevo l ence,  t ende r ne s s ;  t o  be  f ree  f rom s e l f - 
ishness, and to be alive to the welfare of others.

W h e n  D r.  D o d d r i d g e *  a s ke d  h i s  l i t t l e  d a u g h t e r , 
who  d i ed  s o  e a r l y,  why  eve r y  body  s e emed  to  l ove 
her,  she  answered ,  I  cannot  te l l ,  un le s s  i t  be  because 
I  love  eve r y  body.  Th i s  wa s  no t  on ly  a  s t r ik ing ,  bu t 
a  ve r y  j u d i c i o u s  r e p l y.  I t  a c c o rd s  w i t h  t h e  s e n t i - 
m e n t  o f  S e n e c a ,  w h o  g i ve s  u s  a  l ove  c h a r m .  A n d 
w h a t  d o  yo u  s u p p o s e  t h e  s e c r e t  i s ?  “ L ove ,” s a y s 
h e ,  “ i n  o r d e r  t o  b e  l o v e d .” N o  b e i n g  e v e r  y e t 
drew another by the use of terror or authority.

God  h im s e l f  n eve r  d rew  a  s ou l  by  t h e  l aw  wh i ch 
only  commands  and condemns—for  “the l aw worketh 
w r a t h ,” — ye a ,  “ t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  s i n  i s  t h e  l a w ; ” 
— bu t  by  t h e  g o s p e l ,  w h i c h  “ s h ew s  t h e  e x c e e d i n g 
r i c h e s  o f  h i s  g r a c e  i n  h i s  k i n d n e s s  t owa rd s  u s  by 
Chr i s t  Je sus .” By lo s ing  h i s  conf idence  in  G od,  man 
fel l ,  and he is only to be restored by the recovery of it ; 
and  Chr i s t i an i ty  may  be  v iewed a s  an  in f in i t e  expe- 
dient  to di sposses s  the mind of  a  s inner of  hi s  unwor- 
thy  and  repe l l ing  thought s  o f  God,  and  to  f ix  in  h i s 
t rembling bosom a hope,  that  shal l  be the pr inciple of 
h i s  re tur n .  Accord ing ly,  there fore,  th i s  i s  a s se r ted  to 
be the g rand, yet s imple design of the whole of Reve- 
la t ion,  and of  the mediat ions  of  Chr i s t .  “For what so- 
ever  th ings  were  wr i t ten  a fore t ime,  were  wr i t ten  for 
our  l ea r n ing ,  tha t  we,  th rough pa t i ence  and comfor t 
o f  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s ,  m i g h t  h a ve  h o p e .” “ Ye  k n ow 
tha t  ye  we re  no t  redeemed  wi th  co r r up t i b l e  th ing s ,

*	 A r o u n d  t h i s  a n e c d o t e  t h e  R a j a h ,  i n  t h e  c o p y  h e  s e n t  t h e 
preacher, had drawn a pencil-line.
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as si lver and gold, from your vain conversation received 
by t rad i t ion f rom your  f a ther s ,  but  wi th  the  prec ious 
b l ood  o f  Ch r i s t  a s  o f  a  l amb  w i t hou t  b l em i s h  a nd 
w i t hou t  s po t ;  who  ve r i l y  wa s  f o re -o rd a i n ed  be fo re 
t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  wo r l d ,  bu t  wa s  m a n i f e s t  i n 
t h e s e  l a s t  t i m e s  f o r  yo u ;  w h o  by  h i m  d o  b e l i e ve 
i n  God  th a t  r a i s ed  h im up  f rom the  de ad ,  and  g ave 
h i m  g l o r y,  t h a t  yo u r  f a i t h  a n d  h o p e  m i g h t  b e  i n 
God.”

H e re  we  w i s h  we  h a d  t i m e  t o  e n l a r g e .  We  h ave 
been th inking of  four  k inds  or  ins tances  o f  goodnes s , 
which are ver y impress ive and at t ract ive;  and they are 
a l l  t o  b e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  g o o d n e s s  o f  G o d  o u r  S a - 
viour. We can do l i t t le more than mention them, leav- 
ing their fuller illustration to your own meditations.

The  f i r s t  spec ie s  o f  goodnes s  which  we ment ion  a s 
a t t r a c t i ve  i s  u n d e s e r v e d  k i n d n e s s .  A n d  t h i s  i s  t h e 
ca se  wi th regard to  God and us .  What  r ight  to  wages 
a n d  s u p p o r t  h a s  a  s e r va n t  w h o  h a s  r u n  away  f ro m 
h i s  ma s t e r ?  Wha t  r i gh t  t o  p ro t e c t i on  h a s  a  s ub j e c t 
t h a t  h a s  t u r n ed  re b e l  a nd  t r a i t o r  t o  h i s  s ove re i gn ? 
By s in  we have  fo r fe i t ed  ever y  c l a im upon God,  and 
i t  i s  o f  h i s  merc ies  we are  not  consumed—al l  he does 
for us therefore is mere favour.

The  s e cond  we  c a l l  d i s i n t e r e s t e d  k i ndne s s ;  t h a t  i s , 
when the  bene f i t  con fe r red  obv ious ly  and  on ly  a ims 
a t  the  advan t age  o f  the  pe r son  rece iv ing  i t ,  and  re - 
gards  not  the prof i t  or  reputa t ion of  the g iver.  There 
i s  ver y  l i t t l e  bene f icence  tha t  wi l l  bear  examina t ion , 
or  i s  f ree  f rom the  opera t ion o f  some by-end.  Hence 
much  o f  wha t  i s  c a l l ed  cha r i t y  may  be  d i spen sed  by 
an individual ,  and yet  go for  nothing;  for  the percep- 
t i on  o f  any  s e l f i s h  re spec t s  i n  a  bene f a c to r  w i l l  de - 
s t roy  a l l  the  in f luence  o f  h i s  k indne s s .  The  pa r t ake r
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fee l s  no obl iga t ion.  “I t  i s  t r ue he re l ieved and ser ved 
me,  bu t  i t  wa s  to  s e r ve  h imse l f .” Bu t  a s  God  need s , 
so  he  expec t s  no th ing  f rom u s .  “Can  a  man  be  p ro- 
f i t a b l e  u n t o  G o d ? ” O u r  “ g o o d n e s s  e x t e n d e t h  n o t 
t o  h i m .” “ H e  i s  e x a l t e d  a b ove  a l l  b l e s s i n g  a n d 
praise.”

T h e  t h i rd  we  c a l l  m a g n a n i m o u s  k i n d n e s s .  T h i s  i s 
ve r y  a t t r a c t i ve  a n d  p owe r f u l .  S u p p o s e  a  m a n  h a d 
t h e  l i b e r t y  and  l i f e  o f  a no the r  a t  h i s  d i s po s a l ,  a nd 
s h o u l d  s p a r e  h i m ,  a n d  r e s t o r e  h i m  t o  f r e e d o m ; — 
wo u l d  n o t  t h i s  b e  ve r y  w i n n i n g ?  A n d  s h o u l d  we 
no t  t h ink  ve r y  b ad l y  o f  t he  wre t ch  who  wou ld  no t 
be  d r awn to  love  and  p r a i s e  such  a  de l ive re r ?  Some 
o f  t h e  s u b d u e d  S y r i a n s  c a m e  t o  A h a b  w i t h  ro p e s 
upon their  necks ,  acknowledg ing,  by the ver y manner 
of  their  appl icat ion,  that  they deserved to per i sh.  But 
ins tead of  putt ing them to death,  “he sa id unto them. 
L ive ,” a n d  s e n t  t h e m  b a c k  w i t h  s u p p l i e s  f o r  t h e i r 
jour ney,  to  the i r  wive s  and  ch i ld ren .  Doubt l e s s ,  th i s 
generos i ty  deeply a f fected them: doubt le s s ,  they went 
home, talking al l  the way of the merciful king of Israel, 
and would never again engage in war against  him, un- 
l e s s  they  were  compe l l ed .  “The  sou l  tha t  s inne th ,  i t 
s h a l l  d i e .” We  we re  t h e re f o re  expo s ed  t o  t h e  cu r s e 
o f  t h e  l aw  w h i c h  we  h a d  t r a n s g r e s s e d .  We  we r e 
c o m p l e t e l y  i n  h i s  p owe r .  B u t  w h e n  t r e m b l i n g  f o r 
ou r  doom,  he  s t re t ched  fo r th  the  s c ep t re  o f  me rcy, 
s ay i n g ,  “ To u c h ,  a n d  l i ve .” “ I  w i l l  b e  m e r c i f u l  t o 
thy  unr igh teousne s s ,  and  thy  s in s  and  in iqu i t i e s  wi l l 
I  r emembe r  no  mo re ! ” Ha rd  i s  t h e  h e a r t  t h a t  s u ch 
love will not dissolve!

The  f ou r t h  we  c a l l  e x p e n s i v e  k i ndne s s .  Ze l eu cu s , 
the  k ing  o f  the  Locr ine s ,  made  the  lo s s  o f  both  eye s 
t h e  pun i s hmen t  o f  a du l t e r y.  Soon  a f t e r  t h e  d e c re e,
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h i s  own son  wa s  de t ec t ed  in  the  commi s s ion  o f  the 
c r i m e.  H e  wa s  n ow  i n  t h e  g r e a t e s t  s t r a i t  b e t we e n 
a  regard  for  the  l aw which he  could  not  v io la te,  and 
l ove  t o  h i s  s o n  w h o m  h e  w i s h e d  t o  f avo u r .  W h a t 
d id  he?  To spa re  one  o f  h i s  son ’s  eye s ,  he  consented 
to  lo s e  one  o f  h i s  own .  Cou ld  th i s  son  eve r  s ee  h i s 
d evo t e d  a n d  m a i m e d  f a t h e r ,  a n d  n o t  f e e l ?  B u t  i t 
was a child for whom this pr ince suffered.

A  f ew  i n s t a n c e s  a r e  r e c o rd e d  o f  i n d iv i d u a l s  w h o 
have  su f fe red  for  o ther s ,  not  a s  war r ior s ,  but  a s  v ic- 
t i m s .  R e g u l u s  w a s  t h e  R o m a n  c o n s u l .  l i e  h a d 
destroyed the Car thag inian f leet ,  and landed in Afr ica, 
a n d  t a k e n  t w o  h u n d r e d  p l a c e s .  A t  l a s t  h e  w a s 
de fea ted  by  Xanth ippus  wi th  a  lo s s  o f  30 ,0 0 0  k i l l ed , 
a n d  15 , 0 0 0  p r i s o n e r s .  H e  h i m s e l f  a l s o  wa s  t a ke n 
p r i s on e r.  The  Ca r t h a g i n i a n s  s e n t  h im  t o  Rome  t o 
obta in  an  exchange o f  pr i soner s ,  and i f  pos s ible,  ne- 
g o t i a t e  a  p e a c e ;  e x a c t i n g  f ro m  h i m ,  h oweve r ,  a n 
oath, that i f  he did not succeed, he should return into 
cap t iv i ty.  l i e  went ;  and ,  per suaded tha t  the  te r ms  he 
bo re  we re  d i s g r a c e f u l  t o  h i s  c oun t r y,  h e  p reva i l e d 
upon  t h e  s en a t e  t o  re j e c t  t h em :  bu t  f a i t h f u l  t o  h i s 
engagement  he  broke f rom the  wai l ings  o f  h i s  f ami ly 
and  f r i ends ,  and  re tu r ned .  The  Car thag in i an s  l e a r n- 
i n g  t h a t  h e  h a d  p reven t e d  t h e  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h e i r 
proposa l s ,  were  so  exa spera ted  aga ins t  h im,  tha t  they 
cu t  o f f  h i s  eye l i d s ,  expo sed  h im fo r  some  day s  to  a 
bur ning sun,  and then ro l led him to death in a  bar re l 
b a r b e d  w i t h  s p i k e s !  T h i s  yo u  s a y  s h e we d  g r e a t 
f i r mness  and pat r iot i sm,  and we know the impres s ion 
i t  m a d e  o n  t h e  R o m a n  p e o p l e .  B u t  i t  wa s  f o r  h i s 
c o u n t r y.  W h e n  E d wa rd  t h e  T h i r d  t o o k  C a l a i s ,  h e 
on ly  consen ted  to  spa re  the  p l ace  on  cond i t ion  tha t 
s ix  of  the pr incipa l  c i t izens  should be del ivered up to
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d e a t h .  T h e  p e o p l e  we re  p l u n g e d  i n t o  t h e  g re a t e s t 
cons te r na t ion  and  d i smay.  In  th i s  ex t remi ty,  Eus t ace 
de St .  Pier re,  a  r ich merchant ,  o f fered himse l f  a s  one 
of the sacr i f ices .  His noble example was soon fol lowed 
by  f i ve  m o re .  T h e  nu m b e r  b e i n g  c o m p l e t e d ,  t h ey 
p a s s ed  the  g a t e s  am id s t  t he  l amen t a t i on s  and  b l e s s - 
ings  and prayer s  o f  the  inhabi tant s ,  to  the  roya l  tent , 
whe re,  l ay ing  down the  key s ,  t hey  imp lo red  mercy. 
The king,  resent ful  for  the toi l s  and los ses  occas ioned 
by the tediousness of the s iege, was in danger of losing 
h i s  h u m a n i t y ;  b u t  t h e  q u e e n  f a l l i n g  a t  h i s  f e e t , 
p l e aded  f o r  t h e i r  l ive s ,  and  p reva i l ed .  Bu t  you  s ay, 
and you say  ju s t ly,  th i s  d id  not  de t rac t  f rom the  he- , 
roi sm of  their  kindness ,  and i t  i s  easy to imag ine how 
their  fe l low-cit izens would view them on their  return, 
and  how they  wou ld  eve r  a f t e rwa rd s  po in t  t o  t hem 
when they pa s sed ,  and say,  “There  goes  one o f  those 
generous  men who pre fe r red  our  s a fe ty  to  the i r  own 
l ive s .’ ’ Ye t  t h e s e  men  we re  no t  p e r f e c t l y  s u re  t h ey 
s h o u l d  s u f f e r ,  w h e n  t h ey  vo l u n t e e r e d  t h e m s e l ve s ; 
a nd  i f  t h ey  h ad  f a l l e n ,  ye t  i t  wou l d  h ave  b e en  f o r 
c i t i z e n s ,  t h e i r  n e i g h b o u r s ,  r e l a t i o n s ,  a n d  f a m i l i e s . 
Produce an ins tance in which anyone,  s ince the world 
began ,  eve r  s ac r i f i ced  h imse l f  know ing ly  fo r  h i s  f o e s . 
Th i s  exa l t ed  benevo lence  rema in s  to  be  d i sp l ayed .— 
N o.  I t  h a s  b e e n  d i s p l a y e d .  I t  w a s  d i s p l a y e d  o n 
Ca l va r y,  i n  “ t h e  p rop i t i a t i on  f o r  ou r  s i n s ,  a nd  no t 
for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.” 
“Grea te r  love  ha th  no  man than  th i s ,  tha t  a  man l ay 
down  h i s  l i f e  f o r  h i s  f r i end s .” Bu t  “wh i l e  we  we re 
enemies,  we were reconci led unto God by the death of 
h i s  Son .” “For  s ca rce ly  fo r  a  r igh teous  man wi l l  one 
d i e ,  ye t  p e r a dven t u re  f o r  a  g ood  man  s ome  wou l d 
e ve n  d a r e  t o  d i e .  B u t  G o d  c o m m e n d e t h  h i s  l ove
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towards  us ,  in  tha t  whi le  we were  yet  s inner s ,  Chr i s t 
d i ed  f o r  u s .” “Fo r  when  we  we re  w i thou t  s t reng th , 
in due time Christ died for the ungodly.”

The  Second  Ar t i c l e—fo r  we  sh a l l  now fo l l ow  the 
o rde r  o f  th ing s ,  and  l e ave  the  o rde r  o f  the  word s— 
the second ar t ic le  o f  the  d iv ine goodnes s  i s  the  Pro- 
v i s i on  h e  h a s  m a d e  f o r  o u r  r e l i e f  a n d  s u p p l y.  “ I 
l a i d  m e a t  u n t o  t h e m .” Yo u  w i l l  r e a d i l y  c o n c l u d e 
th a t  t he  p rov i s i on  o f  wh i ch  we  a re  now to  spe ak  i s 
food for the soul—

The soul’s the standard of the man.

Yet there are many who seem to have no more regard 
for  the i r  sou l s ,  than i f  they  were  per suaded they had 
n o n e ,  h u t  we r e  m a d e  l i ke  t h e  b e a s t s  t h a t  p e r i s h . 
To  pu r s u e  bu s i n e s s ,  t o  g e t  money  and  s p end  i t ,  t o 
dres s  and ador n the body,  to nur se  i t  in  s icknes s ,  and 
pamper  i t  in  hea l th ,  eng ros se s  the i r  whole  a t tent ion . 
I f  eve r  a  t h o u g h t  o f  t h e  i m m a t e r i a l  a n d  d e a t h l e s s 
p a r t  s t r i ke s  t h e m ,  i t  i s  o n l y  o f  i t s  e x i s t e n c e  a n d 
f a cu l t i e s ,  no t  o f  i t s  d ange r,  s a l va t i on ,  and  we l f a re . 
Bu t  “wha t  i s  a  man  p ro f i t e d  i f  h e  s hou l d  g a i n  t h e 
whole  wor ld ,  and  lo se  h i s  own sou l ?  o r  wha t  sha l l  a 
man  g ive  i n  exchange  f o r  h i s  s ou l ? ” The  on l y  w i s e 
God  knows  i t s  i n f i n i t e  va l u e .  I n  h i s  s i g h t ,  a  body 
l angu i sh ing  and  dy ing  fo r  want  o f  food ,  i s  a  f a r  l e s s 
pi t iable object than a soul per i shing for lack of know- 
ledge ;  and,  there fore,  a s  the  God of  a l l  g race,  he  ha s 
p repa red  a l l  s p i r i tua l  b l e s s ing s  in  heaven ly  p l ace s  in 
C h r i s t ,  a n d  s a y s  t o  t h e  i m p ove r i s h e d  f a m i s h i n g 
c h i l d r e n  o f  m e n ;  “ A n d  ye  t h a t  h a ve  n o  m o n e y, 
come ye,  buy  and ea t ;  yea ,  come buy wine  and mi lk 
w i t h o u t  m o n ey  a n d  w i t h o u t  p r i c e .  W h e re f o r e  d o 
ye spend money for that  which i s  not bread,  and your
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l a bou r  f o r  t h a t  wh i ch  s a t i s f i e t h  no t ?  Hea rken  d i l i - 
gen t l y  un to  me,  and  ea t  ye  tha t  wh ich  i s  good ,  and 
l e t  you r  s ou l  d e l i gh t  i t s e l f  i n  f a t n e s s .  I n c l i n e  you r 
e a r  a n d  c o m e  u n t o  m e ;  h e a r ,  a n d  yo u r  s o u l s  s h a l l 
l ive.  And  I  w i l l  make  an  eve r l a s t i ng  covenan t  w i th 
you, even the sure mercies of David.”

To do some jus t ice to thi s  provis ion,  i t  i s  he ld for th 
i n  t h e  S c r i p t u re  by  a  f e a s t ;  n o t  a n  o rd i n a r y  f e a s t , 
bu t  a  roya l  f e a s t ;  no t  an  o rd in a r y  roya l  f e a s t ,  bu t  a 
f e a s t  w h i c h  a  k i n g  m a d e  f o r  t h e  m a r r i a g e  o f  h i s 
s on ;  and  who  s en t  f o r t h  h i s  s e r van t s ,  s ay i ng ,  “Te l l 
them which  a re  b idden ,  beho ld ,  I  have  p repa red  my 
d i n n e r :  my  oxe n  a n d  f a t l i n g s  a r e  k i l l e d ,  a n d  a l l 
t h i n g s  a r e  n ow  r e a d y ;  c o m e  u n t o  t h e  m a r r i a g e . 
Ye a ,” s a i d  h e ,  “ g o  i n t o  t h e  h i g h way s  a n d  h e d g e s , 
a nd  a s  many  a s  ye  s h a l l  f i nd ,  b i d  t o  t h e  wedd ing .” 
Th i s  s hows  f u l n e s s  a nd  f re ene s s  a nd  e x t en s ivene s s : 
and yet  how f a r  shor t  does  th i s  repre senta t ion f a l l  o f 
the  magn i f i cen t  and  un l imi ted  de s i gn  o f  the  go spe l ! 
Fo r  “ in  th i s  mounta in  sha l l  the  Lord  o f  Hos t s  make 
unto  a l l  peop le  a  f ea s t  o f  f a t  th ings ,  a  f ea s t  o f  wines 
on the lees ,  o f  f a t  th ings  fu l l  o f  mar row, of  wines  on 
the lees well refined.”

O u r  L o rd ,  t o  e n f o r c e  a n  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s  f o o d , 
s p e a k s  o f  i t s  i m p e r i s h a b l e  q u a l i t y.  “ L a b o u r ,” s ay s 
h e ,  “ no t  f o r  t h e  me a t  t h a t  p e r i s h e t h ,  bu t  f o r  t h a t 
meat  which cndureth unto ever la s t ing l i fe,  and which 
t h e  Son  o f  man  s h a l l  g ive  un t o  you ,  f o r  h im  h a t h 
God the Fa ther  sea led .” Thi s  immor ta l i ty  he  a scr ibed 
to  i t ,  not  on ly  to  shew tha t  i t  i s  indes t r uct ible  in  i t - 
se l f ,  but  because  i t  confer s  endle s s  l i f e  on ever y  par- 
t a ke r  o f  i t .  H e  t h e r e f o r e  s a i d  t o  t h e  J ew s ,  “ Yo u r 
f a t h e r s  d i d  e a t  m a n n a  i n  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s ,  a n d  a r e 
dead .  Thi s  i s  the  bread  tha t  came down f rom heaven 
t h a t  a  m a n  m ay  e a t  t h e r e o f  a n d  n o t  d i e .” “ I  a m
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t h e  l iv i ng  b re ad  wh i ch  c ame  down  f rom he aven :  i f 
any  man ea t  o f  th i s  b read  he  sha l l  l ive  fo r  ever ;  and 
the  b re ad  th a t  I  w i l l  g ive  i s  my  f l e sh ,  wh i ch  I  w i l l 
g ive  f o r  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  wo r l d .” “Who so  e a t e t h  my 
f l e sh  and  d r inke th  my blood  ha th  e te r na l  l i f e,  and  I 
will raise him up at the last day.”

He  a l s o  added ,  t o  s hew th a t  he  wa s  re f e r r i ng  no t 
t o  t h e  b ene f i t  o f  h i s  doc t r i n e  on l y,  bu t  a l s o  o f  h i s 
s a c r i f i c e—“My f l e s h  i s  mea t  i ndeed ,  and  my  b l ood 
i s  d r i n k  i n d e e d ! ” A s  i f  h e  wo u l d  s a y,  T h e r e  i s  a 
t r u t h ,  a  r e a l i t y,  a n  e x c e l l e n c y,  a  d e l i c i o u s n e s s — a 
s a t i s f y ing  cha r ac te r  in  th i s  food ,  tha t  r a i s e s  i t  above 
a l l  c rea ted  en joyment ;  and to  th i s ,  the  exper ience  o f 
ever y  be l i ever  can  te s t i f y ;  fo r  he  tha t  be l i eve th  ha th 
t h e  w i t n e s s  i n  h i m s e l f .  T h e  I s r a e l i t e s  we r e  mu c h 
honou red  a nd  p r iv i l e g ed ;  a nd  b e c au s e  t h e i r  s u s t e - 
n a n c e  wa s  p r o d u c e d  b y  n o  h u m a n  e xe r t i o n s ,  o r 
ear th ly  ins t r umenta l i ty,  but  crea ted in  the c louds  and 
d ropp ed  immed i a t e l y  f rom  t h e  s k y,  Go d  i s  s a i d  t o 
h ave  “ g iven  t h em  o f  t h e  c o r n  o f  h e aven .  Man  d i d 
e a t  a n g e l s ’ f o od .” Bu t ,  Ch r i s t i a n s ,  you r  e n t e r t a i n - 
ment is superior to that of angels—

Never did angels taste above 
Redeeming grace and dying love.

Cre a t ion  i s  t he i r s ,  redempt ion  i s  you r s .  The i r  Lo rd 
i s  you r  e l d e r  b ro the r.  I n  h i s  r i gh t eou sne s s  you  a re 
exa l t ed .  He came not  on ly  tha t  you  might  have  l i f e, 
bu t  th a t  you  migh t  have  i t  more  abundan t l y.  In  the 
p l an  o f  the i r  s a lva t ion ,  in  the  p r i ce  o f  the i r  pa rdon , 
in  the  renova t ion  o f  the i r  na tu re,  in  the  change s  o f 
t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e ,  i n  t h e  d i s p e n s a t i o n s  w h i c h  h ave 
a t t ended  t h em  i n  t h e i r  p a s s a g e  t h rough  t h e  wo r l d , 
in  the i r  conques t  o f  dea th ,  in  the i r  t r iumph over  the 
g r ave ;  w h a t  r ev i ew s !  w h a t  m a t e r i a l s  o f  r e f l e c t i o n , 
w h a t  s o u rc e s  o f  e n j oy m e n t  w i l l  t h e  s p i r i t s  o f  j u s t
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m e n  m a d e  p e r f e c t  c o m m a n d !  a n d  w h i c h  w i l l  b e 
peculiar to themselves for ever.

Th i s  i s  t h e  mea t  wh i ch ,  i n  t h e  S c r i p t u re s ,  i n  t h e 
preaching of  the gospe l ,  in  a l l  the ordinances  of  re l i - 
gion, in all the means of grace, he has laid unto us.

Bu t  wha t  i s  t h e  p re s en t a t i on  o f  f ood  w i thou t  t h e 
pa r t i c ipa t ion  o f  i t ?  o r  wha t  wou ld  the  cho ice s t  p ro- 
v i s i on  be  i f  we  cou ld  no t  f e ed  upon  i t ?  We  shou ld 
re semble—it  i s  the  image in  the text ,—we should re- 
s emble  the  muzz led  ox  in  danger  o f  s t a r v ing  though 
wi th  p l en ty  be fo re  h im,  un l e s s  the  yoke  were  t aken 
o f f  f rom hi s  j aws .  But  God’s  goodnes s  want s  noth ing 
to complete and recommend it. Behold, therefore.

T h e  T h i r d  A r t i c l e ,  i n  w h i c h  i t  i s  e xe m p l i f i e d : 
E manc i pat i on. — I  n o t  o n l y  l a i d  m e a t  u n t o  t h e m , 
bu t  ( s ay s  h e )  I  s e t  t h em  f re e  f rom  eve r y  r e s t r a i n t , 
to enj oy i t—I was unto them as they that take off  the 
yoke from their jaws. What yoke?

T h e  yo ke  o f  J u d a i s m .  I  k n ow  n o t  h ow  i t  s t r i ke s 
other s ,  but  i t  has  a lways  appeared to me a  convincing 
proof  that  Moses  was  no impostor,  and was  known to 
h ave  r e c e i ve d  f ro m  G o d  t h e  s y s t e m  w h i c h  h e  d e - 
l ive red ,  tha t  such  an  untoward ,  unru ly  peop le  a s  the 
Jew s  eve r  s ubmi t t ed  f o r  a  ye a r  o r  a  mon th  t o  s u ch 
b o n d a g e  a s  i t  p l a c e d  t h e m  u n d e r .  T h i n k  o f  t h e 
pa in fu l  na tu re  o f  some  o f  i t s  r i t e s ,  and  the  expen se 
a n d  t ro u b l e s o m e n e s s  o f  o t h e r s .  Yo u  c o m p l a i n  o f 
be ing  so  o f t en  ca l l ed  upon to  g ive  in  the  s e r v i ce  o f 
God ;  d id  you  eve r  re f l e c t  upon  the  sums  the  devo- 
t i o n  o f  a  J e w  r e q u i r e d  o f  h i m ?  Yo u  s o m e t i m e s 
compla in of  d i f f icu l t ie s  a t tending the ser v ice of  God, 
and  me re  t r i f l e s  w i l l  o f t en  keep  you  f rom i t :  bu t  a 
Jew,  wha t eve r  wa s  t he  ro ad ,  o r  t he  wea the r,  o r  t he 
d i s t a n c e ,  wa s  o b l i g e d  t o  a p p e a r  t h r e e  t i m e s  eve r y 
yea r  be fo re  the  Lo rd  in  Je r u s a l em.  You  a re  a f f e c t ed
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by no d i s t inct ions  o f  meat  but  such a s  your  hea l th  or 
you r  t a s t e  may  impo s e :  bu t  how  many  t h i n g s ,  a nd 
s o m e  o f  t h e m  ve r y  i nv i t i n g ,  we re  f o r b i d d e n  h i m ! 
I f  h e  t ouched  a  d e ad  body  o r  a  g r ave,  h e  wa s  s en t 
home and  shu t  up  fo r  a  week .  How o f t en  had  he  to 
“ o b s e r ve  d ay s  a n d  m o n t h s  a n d  t i m e s  a n d  ye a r s ! ” 
He  had  p recep t s  fo r  bu i ld ing ,  t r ave l l ing ,  p lough ing , 
s ow i n g ,  r e a p i n g .  T h e  ve r y  s u b s t a n c e  a n d  m a ke  o f 
h i s  g a r men t ,  and  even  the  cu t t i ng  o f  h i s  h a i r,  we re 
sub jec t  to  ord inances .  In  a  word ,  a  Jew cou ld  hard ly 
s t i r  wi thout  danger  of  v io la t ing something per ta in ing 
to h i s  re l ig ion:  and when we cons ider  how numerous 
and t r y ing were  i t s  r u le s ,  re s t ra in t s ,  and impos i t ions , 
we  s ee  w i th  wha t  p rop r i e t y  Pe t e r  c a l l ed  i t  a  “yoke, 
wh i ch  ne i t h e r  we,” s ay s  h e,  “no r  ou r  f a t h e r s  cou ld 
b e a r .” A n d  we  d o  n o t  wo n d e r  t h a t  J e s u s ,  s e e i n g 
h i s  c o u n t r y m e n  t h u s  b u r d e n e d  ( a n d  a t  t h a t  t i m e 
a l s o  add i t i ona l l y  s u f f e r i ng  f rom a  mu l t i t ude  o f  t r a - 
d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  E l d e r s ) ,  s h o u l d  h ave  s a i d ,  “ C o m e 
unto  me,  a l l  ye  tha t  l abour  and a re  heavy  l aden ,  and 
I  w i l l  g ive  you  re s t .  Take  my  yoke  upon  you ,  a nd 
lear n of me, for I  am meek and lowly in hear t ,  and ye 
s h a l l  f i n d  r e s t  u n t o  yo u r  s o u l s .  F o r  my  yo ke  i s 
easy, and my burden is light!”—What yoke?

T h e  yo ke  o f  P o p e r y .  Po p e r y  i s  c a l l e d  “ t h e  s o n 
of  perdi t ion,” because i t  i s  doomed to per i sh,  and be- 
cause  i t  ha s  occa s ioned and caused  the  tempora l  and 
s p i r i t u a l  d e s t r u c t i on  o f  t hou s and s  a nd  m i l l i on s .  I t 
i s  a l so  ca l l ed  “ the  man o f  s in ,” a s  i f  i t  were  in iqu i ty 
i t s e l f  p e r s on i f i e d ;  a nd  who  c an  b e  i gno r an t  t h a t  i t 
ha s  abounded wi th ever y  k ind and deg ree  of  wicked- 
ne s s ?  Have  no t  many  o f  t he i r  ho l i ne s s e s  t hemse l ve s 
b een  a  d i s g r a c e  t o  human  na tu re ?  Wa s  t he re  a  v i c e 
f rom  wh i ch  s ome  o f  t h e  Pope s  we re  f re e ?  And  d i d 
they  not  to le ra te  and encourage  ever y  ev i l  abomina-
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tion in other s, by loosening the conscience from divine 
a u t h o r i t y,  a n d  b y  t h e  s a l e  o f  i n d u l g e n c e s ?  T h e 
s y s t em compr i s ed  in  i t  much  tha t  wa s  Jew i sh ,  more 
t h a t  wa s  Pag an ,  a nd  eve r y th i ng  t h a t  wa s  l i c en t i ou s 
a nd  s upe r s t i t i ou s .  I t  made  one  en c ro a chmen t  a f t e r 
another,  t i l l  the  d i s c ip le s  o f  Chr i s t  were  robbed  and 
spoi led:  the common people were reduced to nothing: 
none were a l lowed to act ,  or think, or speak, or peep, 
or  mutter,  but  as  they were per mit ted by an ignorant , 
cor r upt ,  ty rannica l  p r ie s thood.  The wor sh ip  o f  God, 
i f  i t  d e s e r ve d  t h e  n a m e,  wa s  p e r f o r m e d  i n  a n  u n - 
known tongue :  the  mer i t  o f  work s  was  added  to  the 
s a c r i f i c e  and  r i gh t eou sne s s  o f  t he  S av iou r :  a  r abb l e 
o f  pa t ron s  and  in te rce s so r s  were  a s soc i a t ed  wi th  the 
on l y  Med i a t o r  b e tween  God  and  man :  a nd  t hough 
the Scr ipture  was  in  exi s tence,  i t  was  not  in  the ver- 
nacu la r  tongue,  or  was  forb idden to  be  read .  O,  how 
my s t e r i o u s ,  t h a t  s u c h  a  s y s t e m  s h o u l d  h ave  b e e n 
a l l owed  to  a r i s e  and  p reva i l  so  l ong ,  and  en s l ave  so 
large a por t ion of the human race!  At length came the 
Re formation,  and  took  o f f  t h e  yoke  f rom the  j aws 
o f  n u m b e r s  a n d  o f  n a t i o n s .  T h e n  t h e i r  e ye s  s aw 
t h e i r  t e a c h e r s ;  t h ey  k n ew  w h a t  t h ey  wo r s h i p p e d ; 
t h ey  h ad  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  p rophe t s  a nd  a po s t l e s ;  t h ey 
ob t a i ned  the  Sc r i p tu re s  i n  t he i r  own  l anguage,  and 
were  a l lowed to  sea rch  them,  and go over  the  whole 
l and o f  reve l a t ion in  the  l ength  and breadth  thereo f , 
a nd  t o  g a t h e r  wha t  f l owe r s ,  a nd  t o  e a t  wha t  f r u i t s 
t h ey  p l e a s e d — e a c h  a u t h o r i s e d  t o  s ay,  “ T hy  t e s t i - 
monie s  I  have  t aken a s  an  her i t age  for  ever,  for  they 
are the rejoicing of my heart.”—What yoke?

T h e  y o k e  o f  P e r s e c u t i o n .  We  a r e  s o r r y  t o  s a y 
that  the Refor mat ion did not absolute ly abol i sh ever y 
t h ing  o f  t h i s  n a tu re.  They  who  had  t h rown  o f f  t h e
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t y r a n ny  o f  R o m e  we re  t o o  r e a d y  t o  l ay  r e s t r a i n t s 
u p o n  t h e  c o n s c i e n c e s  o f  o t h e r s ;  a n d  w h i l e  t h e y 
nobly refused to ca l l  any man master,  they seemed not 
aver se  to  be  ca l led  mas ter s  themse lves .  “We sha l l  not 
the re fo re  go  back  to  papa l  pe r s e cu t ion s ,  o r  even  to 
the  re ign  o f  Mar y,  when so  many  sea l ed  the i r  be l i e f 
o f  t h e  t r u t h  w i t h  t h e i r  b l o o d .  A t  a  l a t e r  p e r i o d 
wha t  number s  were  o f f e red  up  a t  the  sh r ine  o f  un i - 
f o r m i t y !  How many  i n  S co t l and  we re  hun t ed  down 
l i ke  b e a s t s  o f  p r ey !  t h ey  we r e  f i n e d ,  i m p r i s o n e d , 
wh ipped ,  ma imed ,  eve r y  k ind  o f  in su l t  be ing  added 
to  c r ue l t y.  In  Eng l and ,  a l so,  many  f l ed  to  the  wi ld s 
o f  A m e r i c a ,  a n d  o t h e r s  w h o  r e m a i n e d  s u f f e r e d  i n 
v a r i o u s  way s  f o r  t h e i r  p r i n c i p l e s ;  a n d  l a t e r  s t i l l , 
m any,  “ o f  whom t h e  wo r l d  wa s  n o t  wo r t hy,” we re 
d r iven  f rom the i r  l iv ing s ,  and  no t  on l y  dep r ived  o f 
s u ppo r t ,  bu t  f o r b i d d en  t o  p re a ch  w i t h i n  a  c e r t a i n 
d i s t a n c e  o f  t h e i r  f o r m e r  l a b o u r s , .  s o  t h a t  i f  t h ey 
a s s embl ed  w i th  any  o f  t he i r  peop l e,  i t  wa s  i n  sma l l 
p a r t i e s ,  and  fu l l  o f  apprehen s ion .  We ough t  to  look 
b a ck ,  and  “ c a l l  t o  remembr ance  t he  f o r me r  t ime s ,” 
and  l ea r n  to  be  thank fu l  fo r  the  Revolution,  which 
t o o k  o f f  t h e  yo ke  f ro m  t h e  j aw s .  I n  va i n  yo u  s ay, 
th i s  on ly  g ave  u s  ou r  r i gh t s .  Wha t  i s  r i gh t  to  some 
p e o p l e ?  T h e y  o n l y  p l a c e  r i g h t  i n  p o w e r .  I t  i s 
ques t ionable whether,  in oppos ing arbi t rar y measures , 
you would have e i ther  acted or  suf fered a s  your fore- 
f a t h e r s  d i d .  And ,  b l e s s e d  b e  God ,  i t  i s  no t  n e c e s - 
s a r y.  “Other  men l aboured ,  and ye  have  entered in to 
t h e i r  l a b o u r s .” Yo u  a r e  a c c u s t o m e d  t o  c a l l  i t  t h e 
g l o r i o u s  Revo lu t ion ;  and  i t  we l l  de s e r ve s  the  p r a i s e ; 
for though it  did not achieve every thing, i t  did much. 
L i be r t y  o f  con s c i ence  wa s  t hen  s e cu red  e s s en t i a l l y ; 
and i t  has  been in our days  completed by the removal
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of  the las t  c ivi l  di sabi l i t ies  for re l ig ious opinions.  Our 
wor sh ip  i s  now more  than  to l e r a t ed ,  i t  i s  l eg a l i z ed ; 
and  wha teve r  pe r s ecu t ion  a r i s e s  i s  de r ived  f rom the 
ignorance,  p re jud ice,  and  wickedne s s  o f  mank ind ;  i t 
ha s  no  s anc t ion s  f rom the  power s  tha t  be ;  i t  c anno t 
appea l  to  the  s t a tu te ;  and  i f  a t t ended  wi th  v io lence, 
i t  c a n n o t  h o p e  f o r  i m p u n i t y.  I t  i s  s a i d  o f  H e ro d , 
tha t  he  added  th i s  to  a l l  h i s  o ther  wickednes s ,  “ tha t 
he  shu t  up  John  in  p r i son .” Our  na t ion  i s  f ree  f rom 
t h i s  g u i l t :  “ t h ey  a r e  d e a d  t h a t  s o u g h t  t h e  yo u n g 
c h i l d ’s  l i f e : ” a n d  “ t h e  wo rd  o f  t h e  L o rd  h a s  f r e e 
c o u r s e ,  a n d  i s  g l o r i f i e d .” W h o  c a n  h e l p  a d m i r i n g 
and  lov ing  such  a  count r y?  Who would  not  p ray  fo r 
t h e  p e a c e  a n d  p ro s p e r i t y  o f  s u c h  a  c o u n t r y ?  W h o 
would not  uni te  a l l  the i r  endeavour s  to  repres s  ever y 
abu se  o f  p r iv i l ege ;  and ,  d read ing  in subord ina t ion  a s 
much as  tyranny,  reso lve to act  upon the admonit ions 
o f  the  Apos t l e :  “As  f ree,  and  no t  u s ing  your  l i be r ty 
f o r  a  c l o ak  o f  ma l i c i ou sne s s ,  bu t  a s  t h e  s e r van t s  o f 
God .  Honou r  a l l  men .  Love  t h e  b ro the rhood .  Fe a r 
God. Honour the King.”—What yoke?

T h e  yo ke  o f  B i g o t r y .  T h e re  w i l l  b e  a lway s  s o m e 
di f ferences  of  judgment,  even in the truly pious ,  with 
rega rd  to  many subord ina te  sub jec t s  in  re l i g ion :  and 
t h e  va r i e t y  o f  op in i on  wou ld ,  i n  mo s t  c a s e s ,  b e  o f 
l i t t le  impor tance,  i f  i t  d id not  in jure the sp i r i t  o f  the 
par t ies ,  and hinder co-operat ion, and preclude at  leas t 
p a r t i a l  and  occ a s i ona l  i n t e rcou r s e  and  f e l l owsh ip.  I 
b le s s  God,  I  f ee l  no  yoke  o f  th i s  k ind  on my j aws .  I 
could hear of Chr ist crucif ied wherever he is preached, 
and  ho l d  commun ion  w i th  any  body  o f  Ch r i s t i a n s , 
w h o  h o l d  t h e  h e a d .  S o m e  m ay  c a l l  t h i s  l a x i t y ;  I 
fee l  i t  l iber ty,  the l iber ty  wherewith Chr i s t  has  made 
me f ree.  I  may  indeed  pre fe r  my own denomina t ion ;
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bu t  p r e f e r e n c e  i s  n o t  e x c l u s i o n .  Ye t  s o m e ,  w h e n 
they  cannot  hea r  wha t  they  deem “ the  t r u th  a s  i t  i s 
i n  Je su s ,” in  the i r  own p l ace  o f  wor sh ip,  w i l l  re fu se 
to  go where  they know meat  i s  l a id  unto the  people, 
because  the  t able  i s  not  spread  in  an  Epi scopa l i an  or 
a  D i s s en t ing  mode.  Fo r  b i go t r y  i s  no t  a lway s  found 
on  one  s i de ;  bu t  we  equa l l y  c en su re  such  con t r a c t - 
edne s s  whe reve r  i t  i s  f ound ;  and  c anno t  bu t  l amen t 
t h e  l o s s  o f  c o m f o r t  a n d  i m p rove m e n t  w h i c h  f r e - 
quently ar ises from it.

No d i f f e rence s  a re  so  s l i gh t  a s  tho se  wh ich  rega rd 
for ms and modes ;  and no confor mit ies  are  so weighty 
a s  t ho s e  wh i ch  re g a rd  p r i n c i p l e s  and  doc t r i n e.  Am 
I  a  d i s s en te r ?  I  ought  to  f ee l  an  evange l i c a l  church- 
man to be f ar dearer to me than an heret ical  dis senter. 
A m  I  a  c h u r c h m a n ?  I  o u g h t  t o  f e e l  a n  h e ave n l y - 
m inded  d i s s en t e r  f a r  d e a re r  t o  me  t h an  a  wo r l d l y - 
m i n d e d  c h u rc h m a n .  W h e re  o t h e r w i s e  i s  t h e  c o m - 
m u n i o n  o f  s a i n t s ?  H ow  e l s e  c a n  I  p r a y  i n  f a i t h , 
“ G r a c e  b e  w i t h  a l l  t h e m  t h a t  l ove  o u r  L o rd  Je s u s 
C h r i s t  i n  s i n c e r i t y ? ” “ W h a t  i s  t h e  c h a f f  t o  t h e 
wheat?”—What yoke?

T h e  yo ke  o f  L e g a l i t y .  A s  m a n  wa s  m a d e  o r i g i - 
n a l l y  unde r  a  covenan t  o f  work s ,  a  l e g a l  b i a s  s e ems 
n a tu r a l  t o  h im ;  and  we  common l y  f i nd  p e r s on s ,  i n 
the i r  f i r s t  re l ig ious  concer n ,  seek ing a f te r  someth ing 
whe reo f  t h ey  may  g l o r y  b e fo re  God ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  by 
which they may jus t i fy  the i r  re l i ance  on Chr i s t ;  and, 
o f t en  rema in ing  s t r ange r s  t o  t h a t  evange l i c a l  re l i e f 
wh i ch  i s  o the rw i s e  n i gh  them,  by  wa i t i ng  fo r  some 
at ta inment,  which,  i f  i t  i s  not to ent i t le  them to i t ,  i s 
t o  qua l i f y  them fo r  i t .  Bu t  the  th ing  i s  impr ac t i c a - 
b l e .  T h e  c a n d i d a t e  w i l l  n eve r  r e a c h  h i s  p ro p o s e d 
mark;  with g rowing ref lect ion,  hi s  l ight  wi l l  increase ;
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and  he  w i l l  be  the  more  con sc iou s  o f  h i s  gu i l t ,  de - 
f i c i en c i e s ,  a nd  i n ab i l i t y.  Thu s  h e  w i l l  f i nd  h im s e l f 
l abour ing  in  the  f i re—and wear y ing  h imse l f  fo r  ver y 
vani ty :  or,  to  change the metaphor,  the r ighteousnes s 
of  hi s  own, which he has  been working out ,  i s  “a bed 
shor te r  than  tha t  he  can  s t re tch  h imse l f  on  i t ,  and  a 
cove r ing  na r rower  than  tha t  he  c an  wrap  h imse l f  i n 
i t .” And  wha t  re commenda t i on ,  i n  t h i s  c a s e,  do  we 
need?  I s  not  the  gospe l  a  sy s tem of  f ree  g race?  What 
f i tness  in applying to a  Saviour can equal  our need of 
h im?  I f  he  i s  a  Redeemer  and  a  Phy s i c i an ,  my  be s t 
p r e p a r a t i o n  i s  t o  b e  s e n s i b l e  t h a t  I  a m  e n s l ave d , 
a nd  d y i n g :  a nd  t h e  wo r s e  my  cond i t i on ,  t h e  mo re 
necessary is the deliverance which he alone can give.

May the  Lord  t ake  o f f  th i s  yoke  f rom those  o f  you 
who  a re  l abou r ing  and  su f f e r i ng  unde r  i t .  May  you 
remember, that “to him that worketh not, but believeth 
on him that just i f ieth the ungodly, his  f a i th i s  counted 
t o  h im  f o r  r i gh t eou sne s s ; ” t h a t  t hough  you  need  a 
med i a to r  be tween  you  and  God ,  you  need  none  be- 
tween  you  and  Ch r i s t ;  t h a t  you  mu s t  come  t o  h im 
a s  you a re ;  and  tha t  the  mos t  su i t able  f r ame you can 
b e  i n ,  i s ,  t o  f e e l  t h a t  you  a re  ve r y  u n wo r t hy,  a n d 
be l i eve  t h a t  you  a re  equa l l y  we l come,  and  be  con- 
s t r a ined  to  s ay,  “ I  w i l l  t a r r y  and  he s i t a t e  no  longe r 
— I  w i l l  p a r t a ke  o f  t h o s e  b l e s s i n g s ,  n o t  b e c a u s e  I 
d e s e r ve  t h e m ,  bu t  b e c a u s e  I  mu s t  p e r i s h  w i t h o u t 
them;  and  becau se  I  f ind  I  am not  on ly  a l lowed  bu t 
commanded to take of  them free ly ;  and should there- 
f o re  be  gu i l t y  o f  d i s obed i ence  i n  re fu s i ng  f o r  “ th i s 
i s  h i s  c o m m a n d m e n t ,  t h a t  we  b e l i e ve  o n  t h e  n a m e 
of his son Jesus Christ.”

S o m e t h i n g  o f  t h e  e v i l  w e  a r e  h e r e  o p p o s i n g 
a d h e r e s ,  p e r h a p s ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  i n s e n s i b l y,  t o  t h e
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Chr i s t i an  t h rough  l i f e ,  and  keep s  h im s t r a i t ened  i n 
the l iber ty  of  the gospe l ,  and lean in the comfor t s  o f 
t h e  H o l y  G h o s t .  I n  a  d y i n g  h o u r  h e  i s  f r e q u e n t l y 
f reed f rom i t .  He then mus t  have  s t rong conso la t ion , 
bu t  c an  on l y  h ave  i t  f rom  t h e  f a i t h  o f  Ch r i s t ,  a nd 
when brought to say, looking only unto Jesus,

“A guilty, weak, and helpless worm,  
	 On thy kind arm I fall:  
Be thou my strength and r ighteousness,  
	 My Jesus, and my all”—

hi s  sou l  i s  f i l l ed  wi th  a l l  joy  and peace  in  be l i ev ing . 
W hy  i s  h e  n o t  by  t h e  s a m e  m e a n s  m a d e  t h u s  f r e e 
a n d  t h u s  h a p py  i n  l i f e  a l s o ?  Wo u l d  i t  e n d a n g e r 
h i s  p r ac t i c a l  re l i g ion?  Would  i t  re l ax  h i s  obed ience? 
o r  c o o l  h i s  z e a l ?  T h e  m o re  G o d  h a s  e n l a r g e d  h i s 
hea r t ,  the  more  wi l l  he  r un  in  the  way  o f  h i s  com- 
mandmen t s .  The  con so l a t i on s  o f  t he  go spe l  a re  no t 
op i a t e s ,  bu t  c o rd i a l s .  “The  j oy  o f  t h e  Lo rd  i s  ou r 
strength.”

There is yet one yoke more to be taken off.
I t  i s  t h e  yo ke  o f  i g n o r a n c e .  T h e  b l e s s i n g s  o f  t h e 

go spe l  a re  i n f i n i t e l y  su i t ed  to  the  wan t s  o f  s i nne r s , 
a nd  a d equa t e  t o  a l l  t h e i r  re l i e f :  a nd  i n  t h e  f u l n e s s 
of  Chr i s t  there i s  enough and to spare,  however num- 
b e r l e s s  t h e  a p p l i c a n t s .  B u t  h ow  i s  i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r 
per sons  to  en joy or  va lue,  or  seek these  supp l ie s  un- 
l e s s  they  a re  in fo r med o f  them?  I t  i s  ve r y  t r ue,  tha t 
t h e re  i s  no  d i f f e rence  be tween  Jew  and  Greek ,  and 
tha t  the  s ame Lord  over  a l l  i s  r i ch  un to  a l l  tha t  c a l l 
upon h im;  but  the  Apos t l e  we l l  a sk s ,  “how can  they 
c a l l  on  h im  i n  whom they  h ave  no t  b e l i eved ?  And 
how can they  be l i eve  in  h im of  whom they  have  not 
heard? ”

Hence the impor tance of  knowledge:  “by hi s  know-
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l e d g e  s h a l l  my  r i g h t e o u s  s e r v a n t  j u s t i f y  m a n y : ” 
“Ye  sh a l l  know the  t r u th ,  and  the  t r u th  sh a l l  make 
yo u  f r e e .” N ow  t h e r e  a r e  m i l l i o n s  o f  o u r  f e l l ow - 
c re a tu re s ,  bone  o f  ou r  bone,  and  f l e sh  o f  ou r  f l e sh , 
who are in darkness  and the reg ions,  of  the shadow of 
d e a t h .  T h e re  i s  s a l va t i o n  i n  n o n e  o t h e r ;  bu t  t h ey 
neve r  he a rd  o f  t h e  n ame  o f  Je s u s ;  and  t hough  they 
f ee l  gu i l t  and  deprav i t y,  know noth ing  o f  the  b lood 
tha t  c l eanse th  f rom a l l  s in ,  and  the  g race  tha t  makes 
u s  n ew  c r e a t u r e s .  A n d  t h e r e  a r e  n o t  a  f ew  t o  b e 
found,  even in  our  own count r y,  who have  not  been 
led  in to  a l l  t r u th ;  and who never  hear  the  preach ing 
of  tha t  doctr ine to  which God g ives  te s t imony a s  the 
word  o f  h i s  g r a ce  in  the  conve r s ion  o f  s i nne r s ,  and 
the consolat ion and sanct i f icat ion of  his  people in l i fe 
and death.

Le t  u s  l ay  t h e s e  t h i ng s  t o  h e a r t .  L e t  u s  p r ay  t h a t 
h e  wou ld  s end  ou t  h i s  l i gh t  and  h i s  t r u th ;  t h a t  h i s 
way may be known on ear th,  h i s  sav ing hea l th among 
a l l  n a t i on s .  L e t  u s  re j o i c e  i n  t h e  a s s u r ance  t h a t  a l l 
f le sh sha l l  see  the sa lva t ion of  our  God,  and a l l  know 
him f rom the  lea s t  unto  the  g rea te s t .  And le t  u s  a l so 
be  thank fu l ,  th a t  o f  th i s  b l e s s ed  day  the  mor n ing  i s 
a l r e a d y  s p r e a d  u p o n  t h e  m o u n t a i n s — w h a t eve r  t h e 
ca lumnia tor s  o f  the  Holy  Ghos t  may say,  a s  i f  he  had 
for saken us, and was doing nothing, or nothing wor thy 
o f  ou r  no t i c e  o r  p r a i s e .  H i s  c au s e  i s  s p re ad ing ;  t he 
g o s p e l  i s  a d va n c i n g  t o  t h e  e n d s  o f  t h e  wo r l d ;  h i s 
people  a re  made wi l l ing ;  and a  mul t i tude o f  agenc ie s 
are in motion, which, by the ordinary bless ing of God 
upon  t h em ,  mu s t  p roduc e  t h e  e x c l ama t i on ,  “Wha t 
h a t h  God  w rough t ! ” “God  i s  t h e  Lo rd  wh i ch  h a t h 
shewed  u s  l i gh t ;  b ind  the  s a c r i f i c e  wi th  co rd s ,  even 
to the horns of the altar.” For, to conclude—



124	 the riches of his goodness�

124

Remembe r,  my  d e a r  h e a re r s ,  t h a t  w i t h  t h i s  l i g h t 
you  a re  f avou red .  “B l e s s e d  a re  you r  eye s ,  f o r  t h ey 
s e e .” B u t  yo u r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n c r e a s e s  w i t h  yo u r 
p r iv i l e g e s .  “ I f  ye  know  t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  h a ppy  a re  ye 
i f  ye  d o  t h e m ; ” bu t  “ t o  h i m  t h a t  k n owe t h  t o  d o 
good ,  and  do th  i t  no t ,  to  h im i t  i s  s in .” The  know- 
l edge  o f  some  re s emble s  the  l e t t e r  Ur i ah  c a r r i ed  in 
hi s  bosom, and which only served to place him in the 
ho t t e s t  p a r t  o f  t he  b a t t l e .  I t  i s  b ad  to  pe r i s h  w i th - 
ou t  knowledge ;  i t  i s  f a r  more  d re ad fu l  to  pe r i sh  hy 
i t .  “The  s e r van t  t h a t  knew h i s  Lo rd ’s  w i l l  and  p re - 
pared not  h imse l f  sha l l  be  bea ten wi th  many s t r ipes .” 
“ W h e r e  m u c h  i s  g i ve n ,  m u c h  w i l l  b e  r e q u i r e d .” 
Yet  a  l it t le  wh i le  i s  th e  l i ght  w ith  you.  Walk 
w h i l e  y e  hav e  t h e  l i g h t,  l e s t  dar k n e s s  c o m e 
upon you. Amen.
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FRIENDSHIP IN DEATH:

A DISCOURSE
SACRED TO THE MEMORY

SAMUEL HALLETT, Esq,
WHO DEPARTED THIS LIFE MAY 22, 1825.

PREACHED IN ARGYLE CHAPEL, BATH.
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ADVERTISEMENT.

F rom  t h e  a g e  a n d  i n f i r m i t y  o f  t h e  D e c e a s e d ,  t h e 
P re a che r  f r e quen t l y  l ooked  f o rwa rd  t o  t h e  S e r v i c e 
w h i c h  p ro d u c e d  t h e  f o l l ow i n g  D i s c o u r s e ;  a n d  h e 
a lway s  fo reboded  i t ,  a s  one  o f  the  mos t  p a in fu l  ex- 
e rc i s e s  i n  wh i ch  he  cou ld  eve r  he  engaged .  Bu t  he 
wa s  no t  pe r p l exed  fo r  a  moment  in  s e l ec t ing  a  sub- 
j e c t  f o r  t h e  occ a s i on .  A s  s oon  a s  he  s aw  h i s  f r i end 
go ing  the  way  o f  a l l  t he  e a r th ,  h i s  f e e l i ng s  l ed  h im 
t o  t h e  wo rd s  o f  Thoma s ;  a nd  h e  f ound  i n  t h e  d i s - 
cuss ion,  that  the sent iment he had adopted for  a  text , 
wa s  e c h o e d  f r o m  t h e  b o s o m s  o f  a  n u m e ro u s  a n d 
weeping audience.

Some t ime s ,  i n  s e nd i n g  a b ro a d  wh a t  h e  h a d  d e l i - 
ve red ,  he  can  t r u ly  s ay—he ha s  re luc t an t ly  compl ied 
w i t h  t h e  d e s i re  o f  o the r s ;  bu t ,  i n  t h i s  i n s t an c e,  h e 
wa s  p l e a s e d  w i t h  s u c h  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n — n o t  f ro m  a 
per suas ion of  the goodness  of  the Discour se,  but f rom 
a  c o nv i c t i o n  o f  t h e  e x c e l l e n c y  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  i t 
a t t e m p t e d  t o  p o r t r ay ;  a n d  f ro m  a  w i s h  t h a t  s o m e 
l i kene s s  and  memor i a l  o f  h im  m igh t  b e  s p re ad  and 
p e r p e t u a t e d  a m o n g  h i s  c o n n e x i o n s ;  a n d  f ro m  t h e 
g r a t i f i c a t i on  i t  wou l d  a f f o rd  t h e  P re a che r,  o f  t hu s 
p u b l i c l y  a n d  p e r m a n e n t l y  t e s t i f y i n g  h ow  mu c h  h e 
l ove d  a n d  e s t e e m e d  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  w h o s e  d e a t h 
called it forth.

Percy Place, June 1825.
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“Let us also go, that we may die with Him.”—John xi. 19.

This is the language of a man who bore two names— 
Thomas and Didymus;  the one Hebrew, the other 

G re ek .  E a ch  s i gn i f i e s  a  tw in ;  a nd  p rob ab l y  h e  wa s 
one,  a nd  s ome  pe cu l i a r  c i r cums t an c e  a t t end ing  h i s 
birth gave r ise to the denomination.

I t  i s  s u r e l y  n e e d l e s s ,  n o t  t o  s ay  a b s u rd ,  t o  l o o k 
a f t e r  a  mys te r y  he re ;  and  to  suppose  wi th  some tha t 
he  was  so  ca l l ed ,  under  the  d i rec t ion  o f  Prov idence, 
i n  f o re s i gh t  o f  h i s  h av ing  i n  h im na tu re  and  g r a ce, 
flesh and spir it, faith and unbelief.

In  th i s  way,  howeve r,  a  l a r ge  po r t ion  o f  the  Word 
o f  G o d  i s  d i s p o s e d  o f  by  t h e  s p i r i t u a l i z e r s  o f  t h e 
B i b l e ,  w h o,  d i s s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  r e a l  a n d  o bv i o u s 
impor t of revelat ion, turn i t s  f igures into f acts ,  and i t s 
f a c t s  i n t o  f i g u r e s ,  j u s t  a s  i t  s u i t s  t h e  e x i g e n c y  o f 
t h e i r  c re ed ,  o r  t h e  weakne s s  o f  t h e i r  c ap a c i t y.  Bu t 
they  a re  bad  in te r p re te r s  o f  the  Sc r ip tu re,  who g ive 
i t  me an i ng s  wh i ch  i t  n eve r  h ad ;  a nd  by  t h e i r  s up - 
posed ingenui ty,  render  i t s  reader s  uncer ta in  whether 
i t  h a s  a ny  p ro p e r  a n d  d e t e r m i n a t e  s e n s e .  A t  b e s t 
we can only g ive these men credit  for the goodness  of 
t h e i r  i n t e n t i o n .  T h e y  m ay  t h i n k  t o  i m p rove  t h e 
S c r i p t u re ;  bu t  by  t h e i r  e n n o b l i n g s  t h ey  d e b a s e  i t , 
by  the i r  en r i ch ing s  they  impover i sh  i t ,  by  the i r  en-
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l a r g i ng s  t h ey  con t r a c t  i t .  They  may  a l t e r  a nd  t h ey 
may  a dd ,  bu t  i t  wou l d  b e  b e t t e r  f o r  t h em  t o  h ave 
no th i ng  t o  do  w i t h  t h e s e  f i n i s h ed  p a i n t i n g s ,  o r  t o 
p r e s e n t  t h e m  a s  t h ey  a r e  l e f t  by  t h e  h a n d  o f  t h e 
matchless master.

T h e  s o v e r e i g n t y  o f  G o d  a p p e a r s  i n  t h e  m u c h 
g re a t e r  no t i c e  t h e  S c r i p t u re  t a ke s  o f  s ome  t h an  o f 
o t h e r s .  L i t t l e  i s  s a i d  o f  T h o m a s .  H e  wa s  o n e  o f 
t h e  Lo rd ’s  Apo s t l e s ,  a nd  h e  i s  me n t i o n ed  i n  t h re e 
p l a c e s ;  a nd  men t i oned  a s  t h e  s a c red  wr i t e r s  a lway s 
men t ion  cha r ac t e r s :  f o r  they  neve r  wr i t e  a s  c en su r - 
e r s  o r  eu log i s t s ,  bu t  s t a t e  f ac t s ,  whether  they  be t r ay 
i n f i r m i t y  o r  e x c e l l e n c e ;  a n d  l e ave  t h e m  t o  m a ke 
their own impression and to supply their own improve- 
m e n t s . — W h e n  t h e  r i s e n  S av i o u r  a p p e a r e d  t o  t h e 
e l even ,  Thoma s  wa s  a b s en t ,  a nd  h i s  a b s en c e  o c c a - 
s i oned  a  l o s s  o f  conv i c t i on  wh i ch  the  t e s t imony  o f 
h i s  b re t h ren  cou l d  no t  r e p a i r ;  bu t  t h e  S av i ou r  re - 
p a i r e d  i t ,  by  h i s  c onde s c en s i on  i n  a c commoda t i n g 
himsel f  to his  weakness ,  and inducing him to excla im, 
“ M y  L o r d  a n d  my  G o d .” — A t  a n  e a r l i e r  p e r i o d , 
when our  Sav iour  was  de l iver ing  h i s  f a rewel l  addre s s 
to  h i s  d i s c ip le s  be fore  he  su f f e red ,  and  when he  had 
s a id ,  “Whi ther  I  go  ye  know,  and the  way ye  know,” 
Thomas  sa i th  unto him, “Lord,  we know not  whi ther 
t h o u  g o e s t ,  a n d  h ow  c a n  we  k n ow  t h e  way  H e r e 
was  i gnorance ;  bu t  i gnorance  ingen ious ly  con fe s s ed , 
and  a c compan i ed  w i th  a  de s i re  o f  i n fo r ma t ion ;  and 
t h e re f o re  Je s u s  s a i d  u n t o  h i m ,  “ I  a m  t h e  way,  t h e 
t r u th ,  and  the  l i f e ;  no  man  cometh  un to  the  Fa the r 
b u t  by  m e .  I f  ye  h a d  k n ow n  m e ,  ye  s h o u l d  h ave 
k n ow n  m y  F a t h e r  a l s o ,  a n d  f r o m  h e n c e f o r t h  y e 
know h im  and  h ave  s e en  h im .”—But  t h e  f i r s t  t ime 
he  i s  in t roduced,  a s  a  speaker,  i s  in  the  words  o f  the
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t e x t .  “ T h e n ,” s a i d  T h o m a s ,  “ w h o  i s  c a l l e d  D i d y - 
mu s ,” u n t o  h i s  f e l l ow - d i s c i p l e s ,  “L et  u s  al s o  g o, 
that we may die with him.”

He re  a  d i f f i c u l t y  o c cu r s .  I t  i s  no t  e a s y  t o  d e t e r - 
m ine  whe the r  Thoma s  a l l ude s  t o  ou r  S av iou r  o r  t o 
L a z a r u s .  I  c o n f e s s ,  R a f t e r  r e p e a t e d  r e f l e c t i o n ,  my 
own  m ind  i s  ye t  un f i xed .  The  connex ion  s e ems  t o 
l e ave  i t  u nd e c i d ed :  a nd  i f  we  a pp e a l  t o  a u t h o r i t y, 
we  f i nd  expo s i t o r s  o f  equa l  we i gh t  on  e a ch  s i d e  o f 
t h e  qu e s t i on .  I t  i s  s i n gu l a r ,  t h a t  wh i l e  t h e  c a n d i d 
Doddr idge  i s  so  impres sed  wi th  the  for mer  re fe rence 
a s  not  to  ment ion the l a t ter,-  the g rea t  and judic ious 
Howe i s  so  impre s s ed  wi th  the  l a t t e r  a s  no t  even  to 
ment ion  the  fo r mer.  Both  a l lu s ion s ,  the re fo re,  mus t 
h ave  much  p rob ab i l i t y  i n  t h em ,  a nd  a s  e a ch  i s  i n - 
structive and useful, let us consider the words:—

I. In connexion with our Saviour: and
II. In connexion with Lazarus.
The  s ub j e c t  c ou l d  n eve r  b e  un su i t a b l e  a nd  un i n - 

te re s t ing ;  but  i t  wi l l  be  found pecu l i a r ly  appropr i a te 
t h i s  m o r n i n g ,  w h e n  we  a r e  a s s e m b l e d  t og e t h e r  t o 
pay—not  the  l a s t  token o f  re spec t :  No,—but  a  token 
o f  r e s p e c t ,  a  p u b l i c  t o k e n  o f  r e s p e c t ;  a  d e s e r v e d 
token o f  re spec t ;  an  ed i f y ing  token o f  re spec t ,  to  the 
memor y  o f  S amue l  Ha l l e t t ,  so  long  a  wor sh ippe r  in 
t h a t  p ew—a  p l a c e  wh i ch  now  knows  h im  no  mo re 
fo r  eve r ;  and  fo r  many  yea r s  an  honourable  member 
and office-bearer in this church.

I .  Then  we  con s ide r  the  word s  in  connex ion  wi th 
ou r  Saviour.  He re  i t  w i l l  b e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  ob s e r ve, 
t h a t  ou r  Lo rd  h ad  b e en  tw i c e  a t  Je r u s a l em  o f  l a t e , 
and  each  t ime  the  Jews  had  ev inced  a  d i spo s i t ion  to 
k i l l  h im .  F rom the  p a s t ,  i t  wa s  n a tu r a l  f o r  h i s  d i s -
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c ip le s  to  fear  for  the  fu ture ;  and,  there fore,  when he 
s a i d ,  “Le t  u s  go  i n to  Judea  ag a in ,” h i s  d i s c i p l e s  s ay 
un to  h im,  “Mas te r,  the  Jews  o f  l a t e  sought  to  s tone 
t h e e ;  a nd  goe s t  t hou  t h i t h e r  a g a i n ?  Je s u s  an swe red , 
A re  t h e re  no t  twe l ve  hou r s  i n  t h e  d ay ?  I f  a ny  man 
wa l l e  in  the  day,  he  s tumble th  not ,  because  he  see th 
t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h i s  wo r l d .  B u t  i f  a  m a n  wa l k  i n  t h e 
night ,  he s tumbleth,  because there i s  no l ight  in him. 
The s e  t h i n g s  s a i d  h e :  a nd  a f t e r  t h a t  h e  s a i t h  u n t o 
them,  Our  f r i end  Laz a r u s  s l e epe th ;  bu t  I  go,  t h a t  I 
may awake h im out  o f  s l eep.  Then sa id  h i s  d i sc ip le s , 
Lo rd ,  i f  h e  s l e e p,  h e  s h a l l  d o  we l l .  Howbe i t  Je s u s 
s p a ke  o f  h i s  d e a t h :  bu t  t h ey  t h o u g h t  t h a t  h e  h a d 
s p o ke n  o f  t a k i n g  o f  r e s t  i n  s l e e p.  T h e n  s a i d  Je s u s 
un to  t h em  p l a i n l y,  L a z a r u s  i s  d e ad .  And  I  am  g l a d 
fo r  your  s ake s  tha t  I  wa s  no t  the re,  to  the  in ten t  ye 
m ay  b e l i e ve ;  n eve r t h e l e s s  l e t  u s  g o  u n t o  h i m .” — 
Upon which,  concluding that  he would throw himsel f 
i n t o  c e r t a i n  j e op a rdy  by  t h i s  j ou r ney,  a nd  l ook i ng 
upon  h im a s  a  dead  man ,  Thomas  s a id  un to  h i s  f e l - 
l ow - d i s c i p l e s ,  “ L e t  u s  al s o  g o,  that  we  may  d i e 
with him.” Here observe:—

F i r s t ,  Tha t  h i s  a pp rehen s i on  wa s  no t  ve r i f i e d .  So 
f a r  f rom i t ,  Je sus  was  not  only  pre ser ved,  but  magni- 
f i ed ;  and  Thomas  and  h i s  compan ions  s aw h i s  g lo r y ; 
a n d  h a d  t h e i r  f a i t h  c o n f i r m e d ,  a n d  s h a r e d  i n  t h e 
honour  o f  be ing the  d i sc ip le s  o f  such a  mas te r.  Thus 
g round l e s s  a re  o f t en  ou r  f o rebod ing s ;  and  t hu s  t h e 
Lo rd  f requen t l y  rem ind s  u s  o f  a  t r i a l  a nd  b r i ng s  i t 
n i g h ;  bu t  w h e n  o u r  d i s p o s i t i o n  a p p e a r s ,  a n d  l i ke 
Ab r ah am ,  we  a re  w i l l i n g  t o  make  t h e  s a c r i f i c e ,  h e 
exempt s  u s  f rom the  endur ing ,  and  s ay s ,  “ I t  i s  we l l 
t h a t  i t  wa s  i n  t h i n e  h e a r t .” Fo r  h e  l o o ke t h  t o  t h e
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hear t ,  and honour s  the des ign when i t  f a i l s  o f  execu- 
t ion—not for want of pr inciple and zeal ,  but of  means 
a n d  o p p o r t u n i t y.  W h e n  we  f o l l ow  t h e  wo r l d ,  we 
f i n d  d i s g r a c e  w h e re  we  p ro m i s e d  o u r s e l ve s  g l o r y ; 
a n d  b o n d a g e  w h e r e  we  l o o k e d  f o r  l i b e r t y ;  a n d 
w r e t c h e d n e s s  w h e r e  we  s o u g h t  f o r  p l e a s u r e ;  b u t 
i n  f o l l ow ing  the  Lo rd  Je su s ,  ou r  f e a r s  a re  f a l s i f i ed , 
our  hope s  a re  su r pa s sed ,  and  he  doe s  fo r  u s  exceed- 
i n g  a b u n d a n t l y  a b ove  a l l  t h a t  we  a s k  o r  t h i n k ; 
accord ing  to  h i s  own dec i s ion ,  “whosoever  wi l l  s ave 
h i s  l i f e  sha l l  lo se  i t ,  and whosoever  wi l l  lo se  h i s  l i f e 
for my sake shall find it.”

S e c o n d l y,  T h o u g h  h oweve r  i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  t h e 
eve n t  d i f f e r e d  s o  w i d e l y  f ro m  h i s  a n t i c i p a t i o n ,  a t 
l e n g t h  t h e  t i m e  a r r i ve d  t h a t  t h e  S o n  o f  M a n  wa s 
b e t r a ye d  a n d  a p p r e h e n d e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  b e  p u t  t o 
dea th .  And  how d id  Thomas  t h en  behave  h imse l f ?— 
He  who  h ad  s o  h e ro i c a l l y  s a i d ,  a nd  s a i d  s i n c e re l y, 
t o o ,  “ L e t  u s  a l s o  g o ,  t h at  w e  may  d i e  w i t h 
h im .” Wa s  h e  w i l l i n g  t h e n  t o  f o l l ow  h im  t o  p r i s on 
a n d  t o  d e a t h ?  “T h e n  a l l  t h e  d i s c i p l e s  f o r s o o k  h i m 
a n d  f l e d .” A h ,  T h o m a s ,  w h e r e  a r e  yo u  n ow ?  A r e 
you  now con f e s s i ng  h im  be fo re  men ?  A re  you  now 
a  compan ion  w i t h  h im  i n  h i s  bond s ?  A re  you  now 
s o o t h i n g  h i m  by  yo u r  s y m p a t hy ?  “ H e  l o o ke d  f o r 
some to  t ake  p i ty,  and there  was  none ;  and for  com- 
f o r t e r s ,  a nd  he  f ound  none.” “Lo rd ,  wha t  i s  man ?” 
What  a  d i f fe rence  i s  there  between an imag inar y  and 
a  r e a l  c o n f l i c t !  “ T h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  E p h r a i m ,  b e i n g 
a r med and  ca r r y ing  bows ,  tu r ned  back  in  the  day  o f 
b a t t l e .” W h a t  a  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t we e n  a  wa r m  f r a m e 
a n d  a  h e a r t  e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h  g r a c e !  W h a t  c a n  a 
man depend upon in the hour of temptation?—His
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p r o f e s s i o n s ?  H i s  r e s o l u t i o n s ?  H i s  f o r m e r  e x p e - 
r i e n c e ?  “ H e  t h a t  t r u s t e t h  i n  h i s  ow n  h e a r t  i s  a 
f oo l .” And  wha t  i s  h e  t h a t  t r u s t s  i n  h i s  own  g r a ce ? 
“ M y  g r a c e ,” s a y s  t h e  S a v i o u r , — n o t  t h i n e ;  “ M y 
g r a ce  i s  s u f f i c i en t  f o r  thee.” Be  s t rong  in  the  g r a ce 
that is in Christ Jesus. But

T h i r d l y,  T h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  T h o m a s  n o w  e x p r e s s e d 
wa s  s u c h  a s  we l l  b e c o m e s  eve r y  d i s c i p l e  o f  J e s u s . 
Yes,  they ought to feel  that  perfect  love to him which 
c a s t e t h  ou t  f e a r ;  t o  b e  w i l l i n g  t o  f o l l ow  t h e  L amb 
wh i the r soeve r  he  goe th ;  t o  be  re ady  to  su f f e r  w i th 
h i m  t h e  l o s s  o f  a l l  t h i n g s ;  a n d  t o  s ay  w i t h  Pa u l , 
C h r i s t  s h a l l  b e  m a g n i f i e d  i n  my  b o d y,  w h e t h e r  i t 
be  by  l i f e  or  by  dea th .—If  we cons ider  what  he  c om- 
mand s ,  t h i s  d i s po s i t i on  i s  o b e d i e n c e :  a nd  h a s  h e  no t 
s a i d ,  “ I f  any  man  wi l l  be  my  d i s c ip l e,  l e t  h im deny 
h i m s e l f  a n d  t a ke  u p  h i s  c ro s s  a n d  f o l l ow  m e .  H e 
tha t  for saketh not  a l l  tha t  he  ha th  cannot  be  my d i s- 
c ip le?”—If  we cons ider  what  he  has  done ,  th i s  d i spo- 
s i t i o n  i s  g r a t i t u d e .  A n d  w h a t  h a s  h e  n o t  d o n e ? 
He remembered  u s  in  our  low e s t a t e.  For  our  s ake s , 
when  r i ch  he  bec ame  poo r.  He  d i ed  th a t  we  migh t 
l i ve . — I f  we  c o n s i d e r  h ow  i m p o r t a n t  a n d  n e c e s s a r y 
he  i s  t o  u s ,  t h i s  d i s po s i t i on  i s  w i s d om .  And  c an  we 
do for a moment without him?

This flesh of mine might learn as soon 
	 To live, yet part with all my blood;  
To breathe when vital air is gone,  
	 Or thrive and grow without my food.

—I f  we  con s ide r  h im a s  a b l e  and  e n g a g e d  t o  i n d em- 
n i f y  u s  fo r  a l l  we  can  lo se  o r  su f f e r,  th i s  d i spo s i t ion 
i s  s e l f - i n t e r e s t .  A n d  h a s  h e  n o t  s a i d ,  “ T h e re  i s  n o 
man tha t  ha th  l e f t  house,  or  pa rent s ,  o r  bre thren ,  or
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w i f e ,  o r  c h i l d re n ,  f o r  t h e  k i n g d o m  o f  G o d ’s  s a ke , 
who sha l l  no t  rece ive  man i fo ld  more  in  th i s  p re sen t 
t ime,  and  i n  t he  wor l d  t o  come  l i f e  eve r l a s t i ng .”— 
I f  we cons ider  our  p ro f e s s i on  o f  h i s  name,  th i s  d i spo- 
s i t i on  i s  s e l f - c o n s i s t e n c y—and  a re  no t  h i s  vows  upon 
u s ?  We  h a ve  c o m e  t o  h i s  t a b l e ;  we  h a ve  j o i n e d 
our se lve s  to  h i s  peop le ;  we have  opened our  mouths 
unto the Lord, and we cannot go back.

Fo u r t h l y,  We  a d m i r e  a l s o  h i s  z e a l  i n  w i s h i n g  t o 
i n fu s e  h i s  own  sp i r i t  i n to  h i s  b re th ren ,  and  to  an i - 
mate  them to the same tone of  holy  and high re so lu- 
t i on .  “Le t  u s  go,  t h a t  we  may  d i e  w i t h  h im .” Doe s 
t h i s  imp l y  a ny  i nd i f f e ren c e  i n  t ho s e  h e  a dd re s s e d ? 
We r e  t h e  d i s c i p l e s  t u r n i n g  a s i d e  a n d  w h i s p e r i n g 
among  t h emse l ve s  a bou t  go ing  f o rwa rd ?  Were  t h ey 
hes i t a t ing through fear  whether  they should  advance, 
even  wi th  h im ,  i n to  the  j aws  o f  d ange r ?  I t  i s  po s s i - 
b l e ,  i t j i s  p ro b a b l e .  T h e re f o r e ,  s ay s  S t .  T h o m a s  t o 
h i s  f e l l ow-d i s c i p l e s ,  “Wha t !  s h a l l  we  ab andon  such 
a  m a s t e r  i n  t h e  h o u r  o f  t r i a l ?  S h a l l  we  s e e  h i m 
l ike ly to be sacr i f iced and not  ra l ly  around hi s  Sacred 
Per son?  Sha l l  we  re fu se  the  f e l lowsh ip  o f  h i s  su f f e r - 
i n g s ?  L e t  u s  b a r e  o u r  b o s o m s  t o  t h e  s a m e  t r e a t - 
men t .  Le t  t h e  s ame  b low th a t  s t r i ke s  h im  s t r i ke  u s 
a l s o .  L e t  u s  a l s o  g o ,  t h at  w e  m at  d i e  w i t h 
h i m .” F o r  g o o d  m e n  a r e  n o t  a l way s  i n  t h e  s a m e 
s t a t e  o f  m i n d .  T h e y  a r e  n o t  a l w a y s  t h e m s e l v e s . 
There  a re  ca se s  in  which  na ture  seems  ready  to  p re- 
va i l  ove r  g r a c e ;  a nd  “Wo,” s ay s  So l omon ,  “ t o  h im 
that  i s  a lone when he f a l le th,  for  there i s  not  another 
t o  keep  h im up.” Hence  ou r  S av iou r  s en t  f o r th  t he 
s even t y  d i s c i p l e s  i n  p a i r s ,  no t  on l y  t o  rende r  t h e i r 
t e s t imony  s t ronge r,  bu t  t h a t  t hey  migh t  wa t ch  ove r 
e a ch  o th e r  i n  t emp t a t i on ,  a nd  chee r  e a ch  o th e r  i n
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d i s c ou r a g emen t .  Thu s  “ Jon a t h an  wen t  t o  Dav i d  i n 
the  wood ,  and  s t reng thened  h i s  hand  in  God .” Thus 
“ a s  i ron  s h a r p ene th  i ron ,  s o  do th  t h e  coun t en ance 
o f  a  man h i s  f r i end .” And hence  we a re  commanded, 
l i ke  T h o m a s ,  t o  “ s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  we a k  h a n d s  a n d 
con f i r m  the  f e eb l e  knee s  and  to  “ c o n s i d e r  one  ano- 
t h e r ,  t o  p r o v o k e  u n t o  l ove  a n d  g o o d  wo r k s .” We 
proceed,

I I .  To  v i e w  t h e  wo r d s  i n  c o n n e x i o n  w i t h  L a - 
z a r u s .  J e s u s ,  y o u  w i l l  r e m e m b e r ,  h a d  p l a i n l y 
s a i d ,  L a z a r u s  i s  d e a d ;  b u t  i m m e d i a t e l y  a d d e d , 
“Neve r the l e s s  l e t  u s  g o  un t o  h im .”—Then  s a i d  Tho- 
mas  unto hi s  fe l low-disc ip les ,“  Wel l ,  s ince he  i s  dead, 
l e t  u s  a l s o  g o ,  t h a t  w e  m a y  d i e  w i t h  h i m .” — 
Thus ut ter ing a  sent iment ,  in  some respect s ,  perhaps , 
t o o  p a s s i o n a t e l y  e x p re s s e d ,  bu t  w h i c h ,  I  p re s u m e, 
a p p e a r s  p e r f e c t l y  n a t u r a l ;  a n d  h a s  d o u b t l e s s  b e e n 
fe l t  by  ever y  ind iv idua l  in  the  hour  o f  be reavement . 
And i t  impl ie s  four  pr inc ip le s ,—war mth of  a f fec t ion, 
ind i f f e rence  to  l i f e,—power fu l  conv ic t ion ,—and de- 
lightful hope.

F i r s t ,  Wa r m t h  o f  a f f e c t i o n .  S u c h  t h e r e  a p p e a r s 
t o  h ave  b e e n  b e t we e n  L a z a r u s  a n d  t h e  d i s c i p l e s . 
Whoeve r  wa s  dea r  to  Je su s  wa s  dea r  to  them;  “now 
J e s u s  l ove d  M a r t h a  a n d  h e r  s i s t e r ,  a n d  L a z a r u s .” 
A l s o  w h e n  s p e a k i n g  o f  h i m ,  h e  s a i d ,  “ o u r  f r i e n d , 
L a z a r u s ,  s l e e p e t h  m a r k i n g  t h e r e b y  t h e i r  a t t a c h - 
men t  a s  we l l  a s  h i s  own .  And  the  g r adua l  and  gen- 
t l e  manne r  i n  wh i ch  h e  commun i c a t ed  t h e  i n t e l l i - 
gence of  hi s  death,  shews that  he knew how deeply i t 
wo u l d  a f f e c t  t h e i r  m i n d s .  T h e r e  w a s ,  i t  wo u l d 
s e em,  much  a l s o  i n  La z a r u s  t h a t  wa s  a t t r a c t ive.  Fo r 
i t  i s  n o t  t h e  d e a t h  o f  eve r y  o n e  t h a t  d r aw s  f o r t h
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the  exc l amat ion ,  “Let  us  also  go,  that  we may die 
w ith  h i m .” T h e re  a r e  p e r s o n s  w h o s e  d e a t h  wo u l d 
awaken  no  emo t i on  bu t  t h a t  o f  p l e a s u re .  ‘ ‘When ,” 
says  Solomon,  “the wicked per i sh ,  there  i s  shout ing.” 
The  ne i ghbou rhood  f e e l s  i t  t o  b e  no t  a  l o s s ,  bu t  a 
r i d d an c e .  I f  s ome  we re  a l l owed  a g a i n  t o  re t u r n  t o 
l i f e ,  t h ey  wo u l d  f i n d  eve r y  ave nu e  by  w h i c h  t h ey 
cou ld  re - en t e r  t h e  wor l d  bo l t ed  and  b a r red  a g a in s t 
t h e m .  B u t  h ow  wo u l d  s o m e  b e  we l c o m e d  b a c k 
a g a i n ?  H ow  wo u l d  m a n y  s u r ro u n d  t h e  m o u t h  o f 
t h e  g r ave  t o  h a i l  t h em,  and  a c company  them home 
wi th  song s  o f  p r a i s e ?  “Fo r  when  the  eye  s aw them, 
i t  b l e s s e d  t h e m ;  a n d  w h e n  t h e  e a r  h e a rd  t h e m ,  i t 
g ave  w i tne s s  un to  them;  becau se  they  de l ive red  the 
poor  when he cr ied ,  the  f a ther le s s ,  and h im tha t  had 
n o  h e l p e r .  T h e  b l e s s i n g  o f  h i m  t h a t  wa s  r e a d y  t o 
per i sh  came upon them, and they caused the widow’s 
heart to sing for joy.”

A l l  r e l i g i o u s  i n d i v i d u a l s  d o  n o t  i n t r e n c h  t h e m - 
se lves  deeply  in  the a f fec t ions  of  other s .  The Apost le 
makes  a  d i s t inc t ion be tween a  good man and a  r igh- 
t e ou s  man .  “Fo r  s c a rc e l y  f o r  a  r i g h t eou s  man  w i l l 
one  d ie,  ye t  pe radventure  fo r  a  good  man some wi l l 
e v e n  d a r e  t o  d i e .” I t  i s  g o o d n e s s  t h a t  w i n s  t h e 
h e a r t ,  a n d  m a ke s  o n e  m a n  a  g o d  t o  a n o t h e r .  A n d 
s u c h  a  m a n  wa s  L a z a r u s ;  n o r  i s  i t  i m p ro b a b l e  bu t 
tha t  the  d i s c ip l e s  were  under  pecu l i a r  obl iga t ions  to 
h i s  k i n d n e s s  a n d  g e n e ro s i t y ;  a n d  t h u s  g r a t i t u d e 
ming led  wi th  f r i endsh ip,  to  produce  the  l anguage  o f 
endearment.

We  a re  made  c a p a b l e  o f  a f f e c t i on ;  a n d  h e  i s  u n - 
wor thy  t h e  n ame  o f  a  man  who  i s  a  s t r ange r  t o  i t . 
I t  doe s  the  h i ghe s t  honour  to  ou r  na tu re ;  and  re l i - 
g ion ,  s o  f a r  f rom oppo s ing  i t ,  s anc t i f i e s  i t ,  and  in -
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c r e a s e s  i t ;  a n d  “ by  t h i s ,” s ay s  o u r  S av i o u r ,  “ s h a l l 
a l l  m e n  k n ow  t h a t  ye  a r e  my  d i s c i p l e s ,  i f  ye  l ove 
one another.”

And  c an  the re  be  a  s t ronge r  exp re s s i on  o f  l ove  to 
any  one  th an  w i sh ing  to  be  nea r  h im—wi th  h im ,— 
wi th  h im in  l i f e  and—with  h im even  in  dea th?  Pau l 
t e l l s  the  Cor in th i an s ,  “ I  have  you in  my hea r t ,  bo th 
to  l ive  and  to  d i e  w i th  you .” Ruth  s a i t h  to  Naomi , 
“Entrea t  me not  to  leave thee,  or  to  re tur n f rom fo l- 
lowing  a f t e r  thee ;  fo r  wh i the r  thou  goe s t  I  w i l l  go ; 
a n d  w h e r e  t h o u  l o d g e s t  I  w i l l  l o d g e :  t hy  p e o p l e 
s h a l l  b e  my  p e o p l e ,  a n d  t hy  G o d  my  G o d ;  w h e r e 
t hou  d i e s t  w i l l  I  d i e ,  a nd  t h e re  w i l l  I  b e  bu r i e d .” 
He a r  t h e  d y i n g  Pa t r i a r c h  when  h e  h a d  b l e s s e d  h i s 
son s ;  “And  he  cha rged  them,  and  s a id  un to  them,  I 
am  t o  b e  g a t h e re d  un t o  my  p eop l e :  bu r y  me  w i t h 
my f a ther s  in  the  cave  tha t  i s  in  the  f i e ld  o f  Ephron 
the  Hi t t i t e ;  in  the  cave  tha t  i s  in  the  f i e ld  Macphe- 
l ah ,  wh ich  i s  be fo re  Mamre,  in  the  l and  o f  Canaan , 
which Abraham bought  wi th  the  f i e ld  o f  Ephron the 
H i t t i t e ,  f o r  a  po s s e s s i on  o f  a  bu r y i ng -p l a c e.  The re 
t h e y  b u r i e d  A b r a h a m  a n d  S a r a h  h i s  w i f e ;  t h e r e 
they  bur ied  I s a ac  and  Rebekah  h i s  wi fe ;  and  there  I 
bu r i e d  L e a h .” I n  va i n  p e r s o n s  a s k  f o r  a  r e a s o n  t o 
j u s t i f y  s u c h  a  p r e f e r e n c e .  H e  h a s  n o  h e a r t ,  w h o 
c a n  a s k .  T h e  s e n t i m e n t  i s  f o u n d e d  i n  o u r  n a t u r e , 
a n d  p e r va d e s  eve r y  h u m a n  b o s o m ,  u n o c c u p i e d  by 
“the god of this world.”

B u t  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  a f f e c t i o n  i s  e v i n c e d  m o s t 
s t r o n g l y  a t  t h e  m o m e n t  o f  s e p a r a t i o n .  I t  i s  t h e 
wa n t  t h a t  t e a c h e s  u s  t h e  wo r t h  o f  o u r  c o m f o r t s . 
W h a t  we  h ave  s e c u r e l y,  we  h o l d  l o o s e l y ;  b u t  we 
t a ke  a  f i r me r  g r a s p  when  we  f e e l  t h a t  i t  i s  l e av i ng 
u s .  W h e n  E l i s h a  k n ew  t h a t  h i s  m a s t e r  wa s  g o i n g
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t o  b e  t a ken  f rom  h i s  h e ad ,  how  he  p r i z ed  t h e  l a s t 
i n t e r v i e w !  H ow  d e t e r m i n e d  w a s  h e  t o  i m p r ove 
eve r y  m o m e n t ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  r e f u s e d  t o  g o  h a c k , 
though enjoined again and again!

“How mercies br ighten as they take their flight!”

You  l ove  you r  ch i l d ;  bu t  i t  i s  when  he  i s  l e av i ng 
you  t o  t a ke  a  l ong  voyage  t h a t  p a ren t a l  t ende r ne s s 
ove r f l ow s .  Yo u  m ay  va l u e  a  m o t h e r ,  a n d  t r e a t  h e r 
w i th  eve r y  re spec t ;  bu t  i t  i s  when  she  i s  embrac ing 
you  f o r  t h e  l a s t  t ime,  a nd  you  c an  no  l onge r  h ave 
a c c e s s  t o  t h e  b o s o m  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  t h e  a s y l u m  o f 
you r  c a re  and  g r i e f—i t  i s  t h en  t h a t  f i l i a l  a f f e c t i on 
h a l l ow s  h e r  image,  a nd  s ay s  “my  wound  i s  i n cu r a - 
b l e .” W h e n  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  o u r  r e g a rd  i s  s e p a r a t i n g 
f rom u s ,  we  Tee l  many  a  t i e  o f  wh i ch  we  we re  no t 
s en s i b l e,  t i l l  t he  co rd s  we re  touched .  Then  we  f e a r 
a n d  g ro a n .  T h e n  e ve n  o u r  p a s t  i n a t t e n t i o n s  a n d 
l i t t l e  undu t i f u l ne s s e s  ende a r  t h e  be l oved  t he  more. 
Then we fo rge t  a l l  h i s  imper fec t ion s ,  and  remember 
and  magn i fy  h i s  exce l l ence s ;  and  a  s a c redne s s  s eems 
th rown a l l  a round  h im by  de a th—“Let  us  al so  go, 
that we may die with him.”

S e c o n d l y,  I t  i m p l i e s  i n d i f f e r e n c e  t o  l i f e .  To  t h i s 
we are  commonly too much a t tached;  not  a s  a  sphere 
o f  d u t y  a n d  u s e f u l n e s s ,  i n  w h i c h  we  m ay  g l o r i f y 
God ,  a nd  p e r f o r m  s e r v i c e s  t o  ou r  f e l l ow-c re a t u re s 
which we cannot  per for m in  another  wor ld ;  but  a s  a 
r e s i d e n c e ,  a  h o m e,  a  p o r t i o n .  Ye t ,  s i n c e  we  mu s t 
l e ave  i t ,  a nd  l e ave  i t  s oon ,  i t  wou l d  b e  w i s e  t o  b e 
ready  and wi l l ing  to  l eave  i t :  and there  a re  moment s 
i n  wh i ch  t h e  f a s c i n a t i on s  t h a t  ch a r med  u s  a re  d i s - 
s o l ved ,  a nd  t h e  l i g a t u re s  t h a t  c on f i n ed  u s  s l a c ken ; 
and  we  s ay  w i th  Job,  “ I  l o a the  i t ,  I  wou ld  no t  l ive
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a l w a y s ;  l e t  m e  a l o n e ,  f o r  m y  d a y s  a r e  v a n i t y.” 
A f f l i c t ion s  in  genera l  have  th i s  de t ach ing  in f luence ; 
bu t  no th ing  so  power fu l l y  d r aws  u s  o f f  f rom eve r y- 
th ing  here  a s  the  remova l  o f  an  ob jec t  in  whose  l i f e 
our  own i s  fe l t  to  be bound up,  and whose depar ture 
seems to leave nothing worth staying for behind.

Dr. Young says,
“Our hearts are fastened to the world 
	 With strong and var ious ties;  
But every trouble cuts a str ing.  
	 And urges us to r ise.”

And well he adds,
“When Heav’n would set our spir its free,  
	 And Earth’s enchantment end,  
He takes the most effectual means,  
	 And robs us of a Friend.”

And in another place,
“Our dying Friends come o’er us like a cloud,  
	 To cool our brainless ardours.”

A h !  m a ny  o f  yo u  h ave  b e e n  t h ro u g h  t h i s  s c e n e , 
and  h ave  s a i d ,  “Love r  and  f r i end  h a s t  t hou  pu t  f a r 
f r o m  m e ,  a n d  m i n e  a c q u a i n t a n c e  i n t o  d a r k n e s s .” 
S o m e  o f  yo u  p e r h a p s  h a ve  s u f f e r e d  f r o m  n e a r e r 
c l a i m s .  Yo u  h ave  k n ow n  t h e  d e a t h  o f  a  f a t h e r ,  i n 
whom wa s  comb ined  a l l  t h a t  wa s  vene r ab l e  and  a f - 
f e c t i o n a t e ,  a l l  t h a t  wa s  i n t e r e s t i n g  a n d  a t t r a c t i ve . 
You  wa tched  the  menac ing  o f  the  d i s e a s e ;  and  your 
hope o f ten  rev ived and f a in ted  aga in  wi th  the  va r i a- 
t i on  o f  t h e  comp l a i n t .  Bu t  when  t h e  phy s i c i an  i n - 
t ima t ed  t h a t  f u r t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e  wa s  va i n ;  when  t h e 
vo i c e  a n d  t h e  m o r e  s p e a k i n g  e ye  s a i d  F a r e we l l ; 
when  in  the  deep  and  so l emn  s i l ence  th a t  f o l l owed 
y o u  f e l t  p l a i n l y,  “ L a z a r u s  i s  d e a d ; ” w h e n  y o u
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k i s s e d  t h e  i c e - c o l d  c h e e k  f o r  t h e  l a s t  t i m e  b e f o re 
yo u r  t r e a s u r e  wa s  s c r ewe d  u p  f o r  eve r ;  w h e n  yo u 
s aw  t h e  p ro c e s s i on  l e av i ng  t h e  hou s e  t o  re t u r n  no 
m o r e ;  w h e n  a t  t h e  g r ave  yo u  h e a r d  t h e  s e n t e n c e 
“ d u s t  t o  d u s t ” — h ow  c h a n g e d ,  h ow  d e s o l a t e  d i d 
eve r y t h i ng  a ppe a r,  d i d  eve r y t h i ng  f e e l !  How i n c a - 
p a b l e  o f  r e k i n d l i n g  f o r m e r  p a s s i o n s ,  o f  r e n ew i n g 
f o r m e r  p u r s u i t s !  H ow  d e a d  wa s  t h e  h e a r t  t o  ava - 
r ice,  to ambit ion,  to envy!  How loose ly  d id l i fe  hang 
upon you!

We  a l l ow  t h a t  t h e  f e e l i n g  a t  s u ch  a  t ime  may  b e 
c a r r i e d  t o o  f a r .  We e p i n g ,  s a y s  H e n r y,  m u s t  n o t 
h i nde r  s ow ing .  We  mu s t  no t ,  b e c au s e  one  comfo r t 
i s  gone,  unde r va l ue  a l l  ou r  rema in ing  me rc i e s ,  and 
s ay, “ L e t  God  t a ke  a l l ,  n ow  h e  h a s  t a ke n  t h i s .” We 
t h i nk  t h a t  we  c anno t  do  w i t hou t  s u ch  a  f r i e nd  o r 
r e l a t i o n ;  bu t  G o d  t e l l s  u s  we  mu s t ,  a n d  t i m e  a n d 
e x p e r i e n c e  t e l l  u s  we  m ay.  A n d  i t  i s  we l l  w h e n 
the  f r ac tured  ve s se l  d r ive s  u s  nea re r  to  the  founta in , 
and  we  c an  s ay  w i th  Dav id ,  “How,  Lord ,  wha t  wa i t 
I for? my hope is in Thee.”

Ye t ,  we  a r e  c e n s u r e d ,  we  a r e  c o n d e m n e d ,  i f  we 
do  no t  l ay  i t  t o  h e a r t ,  when  t h e  r i gh t eou s  p e r i s h , 
a n d  m e rc i f u l  m e n  a r e  t a ke n  away.  Ye t  t h e r e  i s  a n 
e n l i g h t e n e d  r e a s o n  f o r  o u r  d i m i n i s h e d  r e g a rd  f o r 
e a r t h ,  i n  t h e  l o s s  o f  w i s e  a n d  g o o d  m e n .  I t  i s 
t h e r e by  i m p ove r i s h e d .  I t  i s  m u c h  l e s s  wo r t hy  o f 
ou r  e s t e em.  The re  i s  l e s s  o f  t r u th ,  l e s s  o f  ho l i ne s s , 
l e s s  o f  God ’s  image  he re ;  and  i f  a l l  were  gone,  who 
wou l d  w i s h  t o  t a r r y  h e re  a  d ay  l ong e r ?  Wh i l e ,  on 
t h e  o the r  h and ,  t h e  coun t r y  t owa rd s  wh i ch  we  a re 
go i ng ,  i s  e n r i ch ed  i n  va l u e  and  l ove l i n e s s ;  a nd  we 
have fresh attraction to draw us upward.

“There our best fr iends, our kindred dwell—”
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“Let us also go, that we may die with him.”
T h i r d l y,  I t  i m p l i e s  p owe r f u l  c o nv i c t i o n .  T h i s 

r e g a rd s  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  d e a t h  h e  c o n t e m p l a t e d . 
T h o m a s  mu s t  n o t  h ave  c o n s i d e r e d  L a z a r u s ’s  d e a t h 
a s  a  me re  c e s s a t i on  o f  b e i ng .  Had  he  be l i eved  t h a t 
L a z a r u s  d i e d  l i ke  t h e  b e a s t s  t h a t  p e r i s h ;  o r ,  s t i l l 
more,  tha t  he  d ied  a s  an  unpardoned and unrenewed 
s inner ;  even  had  he  d ied  the  mos t  admi red  and  d ig- 
n i f i e d  c h a r a c t e r  i n  t h e  wo r l d ;  h e  wo u l d  n o t ,  h e 
c ou l d  no t  h ave  s a i d ,  “L e t  u s  a l s o  go,  t h a t  we  may 
d i e  w i t h  h i m ; ” r a t h e r  h e  wo u l d  h ave  p r aye d  w i t h 
D av i d ,  “ G a t h e r  n o t  my  s o u l  w i t h  s i n n e r s ,  n o r  my 
l i f e  w i t h  b l o o d y  m e n .” To  d i e  w i t h  t h e m  i s  t o  b e 
d r i ve n  away  i n  o u r  w i c ke d n e s s ,  a n d  t o  f a l l  i n t o 
t h e  h and  o f  t h e  l i v i n g  God .  De a t h  a nd  d amna t i on 
a r e  t h e  s a m e  t o  t h e  u n c o nve r t e d .  S o m e  o f  yo u 
a r e  n e a r e r  h e l l  t h a n  yo u  a r e  t o  t h e  g r a ve :  yo u r 
w re t c h ed  bod i e s  may  b e  l e f t  a  f ew  d ay s  unbu r i e d , 
bu t  yo u r  s o u l  i s  i n  a  m o m e n t  w i t h  t h e  d ev i l  a n d 
h i s  ange l s .  But  the  r ighteous  ha th  hope in  h i s  dea th . 
The  d ay  o f  h i s  d e a t h  i s  b e t t e r  t h an  t h e  d ay  o f  h i s 
birth.

W h a t  i s  t h i s  d e a t h  w h i c h  a p p e a r s  s o  e nv i a b l e ? 
We  c a l l  i t  d e a t h  b e c a u s e  i t  wa s  s o  o n c e ,  bu t  t h e 
cur se  i s  tur ned in to  a  ble s s ing ;  and accord ing  to  our 
S av i ou r  i t  no  l onge r  now de s e r ve s  t h e  n ame :  “ I f  a 
m a n  ke e p  my  s a y i n g s ,  h e  s h a l l  n e ve r  s e e  d e a t h .” 
No,  he  sh a l l  on l y  f a l l  a s l e ep  i n  Je su s :  he  sh a l l  on l y 
depa r t  to  be  wi th  Chr i s t ,  wh ich  i s  f a r  be t t e r.  Wha t 
i s  t h e  d e a t h  o f  t h e  b e l i eve r ?  I t  i s  g e n e r a l l y  c o m - 
fo r t ab l e,  even  when  p receded  by  many  f e a r s .  Some- 
t ime s  i t  i s  j oyou s ;  and  the  dy ing  chambe r  i s  “none 
other than the house of  God, and the gate of  heaven.”
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The re ,  h a s  b e en  b rough t  t o  p a s s  t h e  s ay i n g  t h a t  i s 
wr i t t en ,  “de a th  i s  swa l l owed  up  i n  v i c to r y.” The re, 
we have been almost in love with death, and have been 
ready to  exc la im “Lord ,  now le t te s t  thou thy se r vant 
d e p a r t  i n  p e a c e ,  a c c o rd i n g  t o  t hy  wo rd :  f o r  m i n e 
eye s  h ave  s e e n  t hy  S a l va t i o n .” T h i s  i s  n o t  i n d e e d 
a lway s  t he  c a s e.  He  doe s  no t  a lway s  d i e  i n  r ap tu re ; 
bu t  he  a lway s  d i e s  i n  s a f e t y.  I t  i s  no t  i n  t he  power 
o f  dea th ,  wha teve r  be  h i s  apprehen s ion s  and  f ee l ing 
a t  the  moment ,  to  in jure  one par t ic le  o f  h i s  por t ion. 
Ye a ,  t o  d i e  i s  g a i n ,  i n c o n c e i va b l e  a n d  eve r l a s t i n g 
g a i n .  T h e  r e s u l t ,  t h e re f o re ,  i s  a lway s  t h e  s a m e.  I f 
h e  wa n t s  t h e  l i g h t  o f  G o d ’s  c o u n t e n a n c e ,  h e  w h o 
w i t h h o l d s  i t  l ove s  h i m  s t i l l ;  a n d  i f  t h e  v a l l e y  o f 
t h e  s h a d ow  o f  d e a t h  b e  d a r k  a n d  g l o o m y,  i t  i s 
n o t  l o n g ,  a n d  o p e n s  i n t o  e n d l e s s  d a y.  T h e n ,  O 
b l e s s ed  exchange,  he  l e ave s  a l l  h i s  s i n ,  and  re a che s 
h i s  God ,  i n  who s e  p re s ence  t he re  i s  f u l n e s s  o f  j oy, 
and a t  whose  r ight  hand there  a re  p lea sures  for  ever- 
more.

S o m e  m a y  b e  r e a d y  t o  e nv y  t h e  d e a t h  o f  t h e 
scho la r.  Hi s  name i s  announced in  the  jour na l s  wi th 
a l l  h i s  honou r s .  Some  ma s t e r l y  p en  i s  immed i a t e l y 
e n g a g e d  t o  p u b l i s h  h i s  l i f e  a n d  h i s  wo r k s .  T h e 
marb l e  pe r pe tua t e s  h i s  n ame,  and  h i s  bone s  a re  en- 
t ombed  by  t he  s i d e  o f  poe t s  and  ph i l o sophe r s .  Bu t 
t h e  s o u l ,  w h e re  i s  t h i s ?  A l a s !  h e  wa s  g re a t  eve r y - 
where  bu t  in  the  s i gh t  o f  the  Lord .  He  cou ld  speak 
e ve r y  l a n g u a g e  b u t  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  C a n a a n .  H e 
k n ew  eve r y t h i n g  b u t  t h e  o n e  t h i n g  n e e d f u l .  B u t 
s e e  t h a t  c o t t a g e r,  on  yonde r  p a l l e t  o f  s t r aw.  He  i s 
d y i ng  f ame l e s s  a nd  unknown ;  bu t  h e  knows  Ch r i s t 
Je sus  the  Lord,  and knows tha t  in  h im he has  r ighte- 
o u s n e s s  a n d  s t r e n g t h .  A n d  t h e  e x c e l l e n c y  o f  t h i s
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know l edg e  r a i s e s  h im  a bove  t h e  f e a r  o f  d e a t h ,  r e - 
f r e s h e s  h i s  f a i n t i n g  s p i r i t ,  o p e n s  a  h e ave n  i n  h i s 
h e a r t ,  a n d  b r i n g s  a n g e l s  n e a r .  L e t  m e  g o  a n d  d i e 
with him!

S o m e  m ay  b e  t e m p t e d  t o  a d m i r e  a n d  c ove t  t h e 
d e a t h  o f  t h e  h e ro.  Reg a rd l e s s  o f  t h e  r i gh t eou sne s s 
o f  t he  c au s e  i n  wh i ch  he  i s  engaged ,  f a l l i ng  i n  t he 
f i e ld  o f  ba t t l e,  i f  he  d ie s  a  v ic tor,  he  i s  shouted .  He 
f a l l s  on  the  bed  o f  honour  and  in  the  a r ms  o f  g lo r y. 
A  publ i c  funera l  i s  dec reed  h im.  A count r y  fo l lows . 
H i s  n ame  goe s  f o r t h  i n to  eve r y  l and .  Bu t  whe re  i s 
h i s  s o u l ?  W h o  t h i n k s  o f  t h i s ?  I  t h i n k  o f  i t ,  a n d 
t u r n  away.  I  t u r n  t o  t h e  s o l d i e r  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t , 
f i gh t ing  the  good f igh t  o f  f a i th ,” and  l ay ing  ho ld  on 
e t e r n a l  l i f e .  H i s  e xp l o i t s ,  unno t i c ed  a nd  unknown 
o n  e a r t h ,  a r e  g a z e t t e d  a b ove .  B y  f a i t h  I  s e e  h i m 
more  than  a  conqueror,  l ed  in  by  the  c ap t a in  o f  h i s 
s a l va t i on ,  who  con f e s s e s  h im  be fo re  h i s  F a the r  and 
t h e  ho l y  a n g e l s ;  a nd  t h e  p rom i s e  i s  a c comp l i s h ed , 
“He  th a t  ove rcome th  sh a l l  i nhe r i t  a l l  t h i ng s ;  and  I 
w i l l  b e  h i s  G o d ,  a n d  h e  s h a l l  b e  my  s o n .” L e t  m e 
go and die with him!

We  r e a d  o f  a n o t h e r  L a z a r u s  i n  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s . 
He  wa s  a  b egg a r  and  f u l l  o f  s o re s .  And  we  re ad  o f 
a  r ich man a t  whose  ga te s  he  was  l a id  to  implore  re- 
l i e f .  T h ey  b o t h  d i e d .  B u t  n o t h i n g  i s  s a i d  o f  t h e 
bu r i a l  o f  L a z a r u s .  B u t  t h e  r i c h  m a n  wa s  “ bu r i e d ” 
a c co rd i ng  t o  h i s  r a nk .  Ye t ,  ob s e r ve  t h e  d i f f e rence. 
Laz a r u s  d i ed  in  the  f avour  o f  God ,  and  wa s  c a r r i ed 
b y  a n g e l s  i n t o  A b r a h a m ’s  b o s o m .  T h e  r i c h  m a n 
d i ed  and  wa s  bu r i ed—but  wh i l e  the  unde r t ake r  wa s 
d i s p l ay ing  the  emblems  o f  h i s  wea l th  and  g r andeur, 
he  wa s  l i f t i ng  up  h i s  eye s  in  he l l  be ing  in  to r men t , 
a n d  i n  v a i n  c r a v i n g  a  d ro p  o f  wa t e r  t o  c o o l  h i s
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t ongue !  Now,  I  a s k ,  w i th ,  wh i ch  o f  t he s e  two  men 
wo u l d  yo u  h ave  w i s h e d  t o  d i e ?  W hy,  e ve n  a  B a - 
l a am ,  when  h i s  eye s  we re  op en ,  s a i d ,  “L e t  me  d i e 
t h e  d e a t h  o f  t h e  r i gh t eou s ,  a nd  l e t  my  l a s t  end  b e 
like his.”

Fo u r t h l y,  T h e  s e n t i m e n t  i n  o u r  t e x t  i n c l u d e s  a 
d e l i gh t f u l  hope.  Thoma s  h ad  a  s a t i s f a c t o r y  p e r s u a - 
s i on  th a t  d e a th ,  s o  f a r  f rom s epa r a t i ng  h im and  h i s 
f e l low-d i sc ip le s  f rom Laza r u s ,  would  br ing  them to- 
gether  aga in,  and renew acquaintance and int imacy as 
b e f o r e .  S u c h  a n  e x p e c t a t i o n  i s  n o t  v i s i o n a r y,  bu t 
we l l  founded;  and i s  neces sa r y  to  reconc i le  u s  to  the 
d e a t h  o f  o u r  c o n n e x i o n s  a n d  t o  o u r  ow n .  We  a r e 
f o r m e d  f o r  s o c i e t y,  a n d  mu c h ,  ve r y  mu c h ,  o f  o u r 
h a p p i n e s s  d e p e n d s  o n  o u r  i n t e r c o u r s e  w i t h  e a c h 
o t h e r .  Yo u  t a l k  o f  c o m f o r t  a n d  p l e a s u r e !  T h i n k 
o f  what  the  Apos t le  ca l l s  the  comfor t s  o f  love ;  th ink 
o f  the  p lea sure s  o f  f r i endsh ip,  and  e spec i a l l y  o f  re l i - 
g i o u s  f r i e n d s h i p .  T h i n k  o f  t h e  h o u r s  yo u  h a v e 
pa s s ed  w i th  tho se  who  a re  gone  be fo re  you—in  the 
mor ning and evening walk—in gazing on the beaut ies 
o f  n a tu re—in  men t a l  d i s cou r s e—in  p iou s  conve r s a - 
t ion—in tak ing  sweet  counse l  toge ther,  and go ing to 
the house  o f  God in  company—in the songs  o f  Zion. 
“Ointment  and  per fume re jo ice  the  hea r t ,  so  do th  a 
man  h i s  f r i e nd s  by  h e a r t y  coun s e l .” And  i s  a l l  t h i s 
i n t e rcour s e  t e r mina t ed  fo r  eve r ?  No,  i t  i s  on ly  su s - 
pended for  a  t ime—suspended t i l l  you a l so  d ie.  They 
c a n n o t  i n d e e d  c o m e  b a c k  t o  yo u ,  a n d  wo u l d  yo u 
desire it,

	 “and constrain 
Their unbound spir its into bonds again?”

But  you wi l l  go to  them;  and you wi l l  ming le  wi th 
t h e m  a g a i n ;  a n d  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  mu t u a l  k n ow l e d g e :
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and not only wil l  you know each other, but your com- 
munion wi l l  be  renewed,  and  not  on ly  renewed,  but 
i m p rove d .  A n d  t h e n  yo u r  i n t e r c o u r s e  w i l l  b e  a t - 
tended with a  thousand advantages  above a l l  you now 
enjoy.

Wi tne s s  t h e  re g ion s  you  sh a l l  mee t  i n  t h e r e .  “Fo r 
the  l and whi ther  ye  go in  to  pos se s s  i t ,  i s  not  a s  the 
l a nd  o f  Egyp t ,  f rom whence  ye  c ame  ou t .” “ I t  i s  a 
b e t t e r  c o u n t r y.” “ N ew  h e ave n s ,  a n d  a  n ew  e a r t h , 
wherein dwelleth r ighteousness.”

Wi tne s s  t h e  exc lu s i on  o f  a l l  a f f l i c t i on s  f rom you r 
condi t ion t h e r e .  Now,  you not  on ly  re jo ice  but  weep 
wi th  your  connex ions .  I t  i s  unavo idable,  i f  you  love 
t h e m .  Fo r  t h ey  a l s o  a r e  b o r n  t o  t ro u b l e ;  a n d  yo u 
are  embarked with them in the same ves se l ,  and must 
encoun t e r  t h e  s ame  w ind s  and  wave s .  And  wha t  s o 
g r ievous  a s .  to- see  an  endeared  ob jec t  in  g r i e f ?  And 
how much  more  i s  endured  o f t en  by  s ympa thy  than 
t h e  s u f f e r e r  h i m s e l f  f e e l s ?  B u t  t h e r e  yo u  w i l l  n o 
longe r  be  c a l l ed  to  fo r t i f y  them unde r  rep roach ;  o r 
to  soothe  under  pa in .  You wi l l  no  more  be  requ i red 
to  su s t a in  the  ach ing  head ,  or  to  admin i s te r  the  i rk- 
some  d r augh t .  The  inhab i t an t  sh a l l  no  more  s ay,  “ I 
am s i ck .” No  more  w i l l  you r  he a r t  be  p i e rc ed  w i th 
t h e  wo rd s  o r  l ook s  o f  a n gu i s h  b eyond  you r  r e l i e f : 
“P i ty  me,  p i ty  me,  O ye  my f r i ends ,  fo r  the  hand o f 
God hath touched me.”

Witness  the absence of  a l l  mora l  imperfect ions the re. 
Now you t r y  your  f r iends ,  and they t r y  you by in f i r- 
m i t i e s  o f  t e m p e r  a n d  c a r r i a g e .  I t  mu s t  n e e d s  b e , 
that offences will come, among beings only sanctif ied in 
par t ;  and the ca se  i s ,  tha t  i f  love i s  to  go on,  i t  must 
cover  a  mul t i tude of  s ins ;  i f  you would l ive  in  peace, 
you  mu s t  f o r g ive  on e  a no t h e r .  Bu t  t h e r e  t h ey  w i l l
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have  noth ing  to  bear  wi th  in  you,  and you wi l l  have 
nothing to bear with in them.

Wi tne s s  the  fu lne s s  o f  in t e l l i gence  po s s e s s ed  t h e r e . 
A l l ow i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  d e g r e e s  i n  g l o r y,  ye t  t h e 
lea s t  in  the  k ingdom of  Heaven wi l l  know more than 
a ny  p h i l o s o p h e r  o r  d i v i n e  h e r e ;  a n d  w i t h  a l l  t h i s 
knowledge in  the  works  o f  Nature,  and d i spensa t ions 
o f  Providence,  and wonder s  o f  Redempt ion,  we sha l l 
be  prepared  for  and en joy  the  mos t  subl ime commu- 
nion:—

“No vain discourse shall fill our tongue,  
	 Nor tr ifles vex our ear;  
Infinite grace shall he our song,  
	 And God rejoice to hear.”

W i t n e s s  t h e  s u p e r i o r  m o d e s  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
t h e r e .  N ow  we  o f t e n  m i s t a ke  e a c h  o t h e r ,  a n d  e m - 
b a r r a s s  o u r s e l ve s  by  t h e  p e n u r y  o f  l a n g u a g e .  We 
c an  on l y  now convey  ou r s e l ve s  by  word s—and  how 
de fec t ive  a re  the se !  They  a re  not  de f in i t e  enough to 
p reven t  e r ro r,  o r  t ende r  enough  t o  exp re s s  many  a 
fee l ing o f  the  hear t ,  or  subl ime enough to  do jus t ice 
to  the  concep t ion s  o f  the  mind .  The  u t t e r ance  o f  a 
big meaning i s  of ten diminished, mangled,  suppressed, 
by  t h em .  The re ,  no  l a bou r  a nd  s o r row  w i l l  a t t e nd 
the  b i r th  o f  ou r  though t s ;  ou r  speech  wi l l  be  com- 
mensu r a t e  w i th  our  s en t iment s ;  we  sha l l  s peak  wi th 
“the tongue of angels!”

W i t n e s s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  o f  i n t e r c o u r s e  t h e r e . 
Now ou r  s e a son s  f o r  t h i s  a re  f ew  and  impa i red ,  by 
di s tance,  by s leep,  by the avocat ions  and cares  of  l i fe. 
By a  thousand namele s s  prevent ions  how l i t t l e  do we 
now en joy  o f  the  pre sence  and  conver se  o f  those  we 
m o s t  h i g h l y  e s t e e m  a n d  m o s t  d e a r l y  l ove !  T h e r e ,
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our  f reedom wi l l  be  uninvaded,  and our  conver sa t ion 
uninterrupted. For

Wi tne s s ,  f ina l l y,  the  dura t ion ,  the  “per pe tu i ty,  the 
e t e r n i t y  o f  ou r  f e l l ow sh i p  t h e r e .  How  s h o r t  i s  t h e 
l e t t e r  ove r  w h o s e  p a g e  yo u  n ow  g l ow !  H ow  s o o n 
end s  the  de l i gh t fu l  conver s a t ion  you  a re  now some- 
t ime s  p r iv i l eged  to  en joy !  You  expec t  a  f r i end ,  and 
prepare  for  the enjoyment ,  but  the inter v iew seems a 
vision rather than a visit:

“ She is come—she is gone—we have met, 
	 And meet, perhaps, never again!”

And O the dread of  separa t ion!  The angui sh  o f  lo s s 
w h e n  t h e y  l e ave  u s — i n  d e a t h !  Yo u  s o r row,  m o s t 
o f  a l l ,  t h a t  you  “ sha l l  s e e  the i r  f a c e  no  more ! ” Bu t 
you shal l  see them again, and your hear ts  shal l  rejoice, 
and  your  joy  no  man sha l l  t ake  f rom you ;  and  look- 
i n g  a t  t h e  p i c t u re  o f  d ep a r t e d  wo r t h ,  you  may  re - 
co l l e c t  w i th  a  hope  th a t  make th  no t  a sh amed ,  you r 
“last adieu: ”

“But was it such? It was. Where thou art gone, 
	 Adieus and farewells are a sound unknown.  
May I hut meet thee on that peaceful shore!  
	 The parting sound shall pass my lips no more.”

By  the s e  re f l e c t i on s ,  I  know I  h ave  exp re s s ed  the 
f ee l ing s  o f  some,  and  I  am pe r suaded  a l so,  o f  many, 
w i th  reg a rd  to  the  remova l  o f  ou r  exce l l en t  F r i end 
and .  Bro ther,  o f  whom i t  wi l l  now be  expec ted  tha t 
I  shou ld  t ake  a  more  pa r t i cu l a r  no t i ce,  no t  to  ex to l 
the creature, but to glorify God in him.

Ser v ice s  o f  th i s  k ind  a re,  somet imes ,  ve r y  t r y ing— 
not only by the exci tement of  fee l ing,  but by the task 
they impose upon our ingenuity and conscientiousness. 
For the sake of  fond and unreasonable connexions,  we
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a re  expected to  c rea te  someth ing out  o f  noth ing ;  or, 
a t  l e a s t ,  to  magni fy  and  enr i ch  the  poor  and  s l ender 
ma t e r i a l s  we  f i nch  Fo r  b r a s s ,  we  a re  to  b r ing  go ld ; 
and  fo r  i ron ,  we  a re  to  b r ing  s i l ve r ;  and  fo r  wood , 
b r a s s ;  a n d  f o r  s t o n e s ,  i ro n .  A n d  w h i l e  we  a b o u n d 
in panegyr ic,  we are not at  l iber ty even to hint a f ault 
o r  a  b l em i sh .  Some t ime s ,  even  i n  good  ch a r a c t e r s , 
there i s  much to censure or  bewai l ;  but  i t  must  a l l  be 
c o n c e a l e d  o r  e x t e nu a t e d .  S o  a rd u o u s  a n d  p a i n f u l , 
i n d e e d ,  a r e  t h e s e  e xe r c i s e s  b e c o m e,  a n d  s o  mu c h 
more  l i ke ly  a re  they  to  o f f end  than  to  s a t i s f y,  when 
t h ey  a re  f a i t h f u l l y  p e r f o r med ,  t h a t  s ome  m in i s t e r s 
have  deter mined to  preach no funera l  se r mons  a t  a l l . 
O  t h a t  you  wou l d  s o  conduc t  you r s e l ve s  a s  no t  t o 
pa in  your  min i s t e r s  whi l e  you l ive,  nor  p l ague  them 
when you die!

B u t  I  h ave  n o  e m b a r r a s s m e n t  t h i s  m o r n i n g .  I n 
the  man be fore  u s ,  there  i s  noth ing  to  f ind  out ,  no- 
th ing  to  h ide,  no th ing  to  excuse.  F ie  wa s  a  ch i ld  o f 
t h e  l i gh t ,  and  o f  t h e  c l ay.  No t  t h a t  h e  h ad  a l re ady 
at ta ined,  or was a l ready perfect ,  or had ceased to own 
himself a sinner at the footstool of divine mercy—

“For lie was frail as thou or I,  
	 And evil felt within;  
But when he felt it, heav’d a sigh,  
	 And loath’d the thought of sin.”—

And hi s  l i fe  was  the har mony of  pr incip le  and prac- 
t i c e ;  a n d  h i s  c r e e d  wa s  e m b o d i e d  i n  h i s  c o n d u c t ; 
a n d  h e  wa s  a n  I s r a e l i t e  i n d e e d ,  i n  w h o m  wa s  n o 
g u i l e ;  a n d  i n  t h i s  h e  e xe r c i s e d  h i m s e l f ,  a lway s  t o 
h ave  a  con s c i ence  vo i d  o f  o f f ence  t owa rd  God  and 
toward man.

I  have  no t  been  fu r n i shed  wi th  any  p rec i s e,  in fo r - 
mation concerning the commencement of his  re l ig ion,
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no r  d i d  I  d e em  i t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  make  any  i nqu i r i e s 
a f t e r  i t .  The  re a l i t y  i s  t h e  t h ing  t o  be  a s c e r t a i n ed . 
Here  we  have  the  ev idence  o f  ana logy.  The  change s 
we  ob s e r ve  i n  n a t u re ,  a re  no t  s udden  and  s en s i b l e 
d i s r up t i on s  f rom a  p re ced ing  s t a t e ,  bu t  t h e  g r adua l 
work ing  and mel t ing  o f  one  th ing  in to  another.  The 
d i f f e rence  be tween  d ay  and  n i gh t ,  and  summer  and 
w in t e r,  i s  g re a t ;  ye t  t h e  t r an s i t i on  i s  impe rcep t i b l e 
i n  i t s  p rog re s s ,  t hough  unden i ab l e  i n  i t s  e f f e c t s .  I n 
the exper ience of many, there has been nothing in the 
p roce s s  o f  t h e i r  conve r s i on  de f i n i t ive  enough  a s  t o 
t ime,  o r  p l ace,  o r  manner,  o r  means ,  to  fo r m a  na r- 
r a t ive.  Ne i the r  i s  i t  impor t an t .  I t  i s  w i th  the  p roo f 
a nd  t h e  con s equenc e s  we  h ave  t o  do.  I t  i s  e nough 
i f  we  a re  ab l e  to  s ay.  Wherea s  I  wa s  once  in sen s ib l e 
to the things of God, I am now al ive to them; whereas 
I  wa s  once  b l ind ,  now I  s ee.  Tha t  wh ich  i s  bo r n  o f 
the Spir it is spir it.

Ne i t h e r  do  I  l ay  s o  much  s t re s s  a s  many  do  on  a 
f ew  dy ing  exp re s s i on s .  Indeed  they  a re  neve r  to  be 
much regarded,  unles s  they come from character s  that 
y i e l d  u s  s a t i s f a c t i on  w i t hou t  t h em .  When  e l eva t e d 
f r ames  and  t r iumphant  con f idence s  a re  not  p receded 
by  a  way,  o f  w h i c h  t h ey  a r e  a  s u i t a b l e  e n d ;  w h e n 
the death,  ins tead of  be ing the natura l  and Scr iptura l 
conc lus ion of  the l i fe,  i s  the  rever se  o f  a l l  tha t  could 
h ave  b e e n  r e a s o n a b l y  i n f e r r e d  f ro m  i t ;  we  s h o u l d 
a lway s  s p e ak  w i t h  c au t i on  and  f e a r ;  f o r  t hough  we 
a re  not  to  l imi t  the  Holy  One o f  I s r ae l  in  the  sove- 
re i gn t y  o f  h i s  op e r a t i on s ,  h e  h a s  l im i t e d  u s  i n  t h e 
r u l e  o f  ou r  j udgmen t .  “Ma rk  t h e  p e r f e c t  man ,  and 
behold the upr ight ;  for  the end of  that  man i s  peace.” 
Where  the re  ha s  been  a  re a l  and  obv iou s  ded ica t ion 
to  the ser v ice  and g lor y  of  God,  i t  i s  encourag ing to
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s e e  how  God  honou r s  t h em  t h a t  h o n o u r  h i m ;  a n d 
when  pe r s on s  h ave  s a i d  by  t h e i r  p r a c t i c e ,  “Fo r  me 
t o  l ive  i s  Ch r i s t ,” i t  i s  d e l i gh t f u l  t o  h e a r  t h em s ay 
b y  t h e i r  c o m f o r t ,  “ F o r  m e  t o  d i e  i s  g a i n .” B u t 
phy s i c a l  c au s e s  may  h ave  g re a t  i n f l u ence  he re ;  a nd 
I  h ave  known  s ome  ve r y  good  men ,  who  h ave  e x - 
p re s s e d  bu t  l i t t l e  c o n f i d e n c e  a n d  j oy  i n  t h e i r  l a s t 
moment s ;  and  the  fu l l  a s surance  o f  hope  i s  not  what 
I  on ly  o r  p r i n c i p a l ly  l ook  a f t e r  in  a  Chr i s t i an  dy ing ; 
but the penitence which lays  a  man low at  the foot of 
t he  Cro s s ;  t he  s e l f - ab a s emen t  wh i ch ,  unde r  a  s en s e 
o f  unwor th ine s s  and  unpro f i t ab l ene s s ,  c r i e s  “Beho ld 
I  am v i l e ;” the  g r a t i tude  which  acknowledge s  under 
e ve r y  p a i n ,  “ H e  h a s  n o t  d e a l t  w i t h  m e  a f t e r  my 
d e s e r t ; ” t h e  r e s i g n a t i o n  t h a t  a vow s ,  “ I  k n ow,  O 
Lo rd ,  t h a t  t hy  j udgmen t s  a re  r i gh t ,  a nd  t h a t  Thou 
i n  f a i t h f u l n e s s  h a s t  a f f l i c t e d  m e ; ” t h e  l ove  t o  t h e 
S a v i o u r  t h a t  f e e l s  H i m  “ p r e c i o u s ,” a n d  s p e a k s 
“ we l l  o f  h i s  n a m e ; ” t h e  c o n c e r n  t o  d o  g o o d ,  t h a t 
l e ad s  h im,  “whi l e  l i f e  and  b rea th  rema in s ,” to  com- 
m e n d  H i s  way s  t o  t h o s e  h e  i s  l e av i n g  b e h i n d — a l l 
connec t ed  w i th  humble  con f i dence,  and  a  “ look ing 
fo r  the  mercy  o f  our  Lord  Je su s  Chr i s t  un to  e t e r na l 
l i f e.” And  a l l  th i s  wa s  d i sp l ayed  in  va r iou s  in s t ance s 
by  the  decea sed .  I  am not  provided wi th  any wr i t ten 
document ,  bu t  f rom the  o r a l  communica t ion s  o f  h i s 
constant at tendants ,  and my own vis i t s  to the chamber 
o f  s i ckne s s  and  dea th ,  I  c an  t e s t i f y  how fu l l  he  wa s 
o f  s e l f  c omp l a i n t ;  how  p a t i en t  i n  t r i bu l a t i on ;  how 
a f f ec t ed  wi th  h i s  l i t t l e  improvement  o f  sp i r i tua l  ad- 
vantages ;  how fear fu l  le s t  the end of  h i s  for mer  s ick- 
n e s s  a nd  re cove r y  s hou l d  no t  h ave  b e en  an swe red ; 
how des i rous  of  obta ining g race to suf fer  a s  a  Chr i s t- 
i an ,  and  to  g lo r i f y  God  in  the  f i re .  Wheneve r,  a s  I
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wa s  knee l ing  by  the  s i de  o f  the  bed  o f  l angu i sh ing , 
I  a sked him what  I  should pray for  on hi s  beha l f ,  the 
an swer  a lway s  ind ica ted  ju s t  such  v iews  and  f ee l ing s 
a s  b e c a m e  h i s  c o n d i t i o n ,  a n d  c o n t e n t e d  a  p a s t o r ’s 
heart.

Many  wi sh  to  be  imposed  upon ,  o r  a t  l e a s t ,  t o  be 
kep t  i gnoran t  o f  the i r  dange r ;  bu t  the  decea sed  had 
engaged h i s  medica l  a t tendant  be forehand,  to  in for m 
h im  o f  h i s  re a l  cond i t i on .  Soon  a f t e r  t a k i ng  t o  h i s 
room he  reminded  h im o f  h i s  p romi se ;  and  when he 
expres sed hi s  apprehens ion,  he rece ived i t  wi th f i r m- 
n e s s ,  a n d  t h a n ke d  h i m  f o r  h i s  f r e e d o m .  T h o u g h 
eve r y th ing  l i ke  e c s t a s y  wa s  unknown ,  t h e  c a lmne s s 
o f  hope  con t inued  l i ke  the  so f tne s s  and  mi ldne s s  o f 
a  summer ’s  even ing ;  and  he  f in i shed  h i s  cour se  wi th 
peace,  though not  wi th joy;  and had,  i f  not  an abun- 
d an t  d ep a r t u re ,  ye t  an  abundan t  en t r ance,  i n t o  t h e 
eve r l a s t i n g  k i n gdom o f  ou r  Lo rd  a nd  S av i ou r.  H i s 
expe r i ence  reminded  me  o f  t he  l anguage  o f  a  good 
m i n i s t e r ,  w h o s e  d e a t h - b e d  I  w a s  a t t e n d i n g ;  “ I 
cannot,” said he, “triumph, but I can trust.”

I  n e e d  n o t  s ay  h e  wa s  a n  a m i a b l e  c h a r a c t e r .  T h e 
re l ig ion of  some profe s sor s  i s  not  on ly  de fec t ive,  but 
d e fo r med .  To  impe r f e c t i on s  t h ey  add  d i s a g re e ab l e - 
ne s s e s .  I n s t e ad  o f  i nv i t i ng  and  a l l u r ing ,  t hey  check 
a n d  r e p u l s e .  T h e y  s e e m  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  C h r i s t i a n 
s e r i ou s n e s s  c on s i s t s  i n  mo ro s en e s s ;  a nd  f i d e l i t y  i n 
r u d e n e s s ;  a n d  d e a d n e s s  t o  t h e  wo r l d  i n  s ay i n g  t o 
o t h e r s ,  “ S t a nd  by  t hy s e l f ,  c ome  no t  n e a r  t o  me,  I 
am  ho l i e r  t h an  t hou .” Bu t  S amue l  Ha l l e t t  wa s  one 
o f  t ho s e  who  pu r sue  “wha t s oeve r  t h i ng s  a re  l ove l y 
and  o f  good repor t ;” and  who not  on ly  main t a in  bu t 
“ a d o r n  t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  G o d  o u r  S a v i o u r .” H i s 
n a t u r a l  d i s p o s i t i o n  wa s  h u m a n e  a n d  t e n d e r ,  a n d
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g en t l e  and  ob l i g i ng ;  a nd  t h i s  b e i ng  p r i n c i p l ed  and 
s a n c t i f i e d  by  d i v i n e  g r a c e ,  p ro d u c e d  i n  h i m  t h a t 
c h e e r f u l n e s s  o f  m i n d ,  a n d  g e n t l e n e s s  o f  m a n n e r s , 
and  re ad ine s s  o f  i n t e rcou r s e,  and  p re f e rence  o f  t h e 
g r a t i f i c a t i on  o f  o the r s  t o  h i s  own  i ndu l g ence,  t h a t 
a t t r ac ted  and  a t t ached  a l l  who knew h im.  For  wha t- 
ever  some ung rac ious  lover s  of  themselves  may think, 
a s  i f  i t  wa s  re l i g i on  t h a t  p rocu red  t h em  d i s l i ke  and 
d i s e s t e em ,  t h e  word s  o f  t h e  Apo s t l e  w i l l  a lway s  b e 
found t r ue,—“He that  in  these  th ings  ser veth Chr i s t , 
is accepted of God and approved of men.”

N o  o n e  c a n  q u e s t i o n  h i s  b e n e f i c e n c e ;  f o r  h e  h a d 
i t  in hi s  power,  as  wel l  a s  incl inat ion,  to do good and 
t o  commun i c a t e .  H i s  l i f e  wa s  a  s t r e am  o f  k i ndne s s 
f l ow i n g  f ro m  a  g e n e ro u s  h e a r t .  W h o  eve r  a p p l i e d 
to  h im in  va in?  Who ever  was  in su l ted ,  or  humbled , 
o r  p a i n ed ,  i n  re c e iv i ng  re l i e f ?  H i s  ch a r i t y  wa s  a d - 
m in i s t e red  w i th  f e e l i ng  and  cou r t eou sne s s .  He  wa s 
a  c h e e r f u l  g i ve r .  F r e e l y  h e  h a d  r e c e i ve d ,  a n d  h e 
freely gave.

S o m e  c o n g re g a t i o n s  a r e  n o t  r e m a r k a b l e  f o r  h o s - 
p i t a l i t y  t o  m i n i s t e r s .  B u t  o u r  f r i e n d  wa s  a  n o b l e 
e x c e p t i o n .  H i s  h o u s e  wa s  a lway s  o p e n  t o  r e c e i ve 
and  a ccommoda te  the  workmen ,  who  a re  wor thy  o f 
t h e i r  h i r e .  A n d  h e  f o u n d ,  a s  H e n r y  s ay s ,  t h a t  t h e 
a rk  i s  a  gue s t  tha t  a lways  pay s  fo r  i t s  en te r t a inment . 
I t  made  h im more  in t ima te ly  known to  many  o f  the 
s e r van t s  o f  God ,  who  b ene f i t e d  h im  by  t h e i r  c on - 
ve r s a t ion ,  and  gave  h im an  in te re s t  in  the i r  p r aye r s . 
How many  o f  the se  had  s a id  in  the i r  Mas te r ’s  name, 
w h e n  u n d e r  h i s  r o o f ,  “ Pe a c e  b e  t o  t h i s  h o u s e ! ” 
How many  o f  t h e s e  bo re  h im  upon  t h e i r  m ind s  a t 
a  th rone  o f  g r ace,  in  the  c lo se t ,  the  f ami ly,  and  the 
sanctuary, during his sickness and death!
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A s  h e  wa s  a  m a n  o f  g o o d  n a t u r a l  t a l e n t s ,  o f  a 
sound  unde r s t and ing  and  a  c l e a r  j udgment ,  and  had 
an  en l a r g ed  a cqu a i n t an c e  w i t h  men  and  t h i ng s ,  h e 
wa s  con t i nua l l y  con su l t ed ,  and  he  much  s e r ved  h i s 
generation by his wise and cool counsel and advice.

B u t  n o t h i n g  c o u l d  e x c e e d  h i s  d i f f i d e n c e  a n d  h u - 
m i l i t y.  He  wa s  c l o t h ed  w i t h  i t .  A  c o py  o f  a  l e t t e r 
ha s  been found,  wr i t ten  year s  ago,  to  a  f r i end,  anx i- 
ous ly  l ay ing  open the  s t a te  o f  h i s  mind;  and wi sh ing 
h i s  un re s e r ved  and  f a i t h f u l  op in ion  conce r n ing  h i s 
exper ience,  a f ter  s t a t ing what  makes  h im fear  tha t  he 
i s  a  s t ranger to the new creat ion,  and what sometimes 
l ead s  h im to  hope  tha t  he  i s  not .  I t  would  we l l  bea r 
re ad ing ,  i f  t ime  wou ld  a l l ow.  The  so l i c i t ude  i t  b e - 
t r ayed  wa s  a  token  fo r  good :  i t  cou ld  on ly  have  re - 
su l t ed  f rom the  ve r y  th ing  i t  que s t ioned .  Th i s  c a re- 
f u l n e s s  n eve r  d im in i s h ed .  I n s t e a d  o f  t a l k i n g  o f  h i s 
conver sion as a thing past and cer tain, he, l ike one be- 
fo re  h im,  p rayed ,  “Lord ,  c rea te  in  me a  c l ean  hea r t , 
and  renew a  r i gh t  sp i r i t  w i th in  me.” He requ i red  to 
be  u rged  to  come fo rward  and  make  a  p ro f e s s ion  o f 
r e l i g i on  when  h e  f i r s t  j o i n ed  ou r  commun ion :  f o r 
whi le  h i s  mini s te r  and a l l  h i s  fe l low-wor sh ipper s  had 
the fu l le s t  conf idence concer ning h im,  he  fea red tha t 
t h e  ro o t  o f  t h e  m a t t e r  wa s  n o t  i n  h i m ,  a n d  t h a t , 
h av ing  on l y  a  n ame  to  l ive,  h e  s hou ld  p rove  a  d i s - 
g race  to  the  cause  o f  Chr i s t ,  and  come shor t  a t  l a s t . 
Lo r,  l i ke  Fe a r i ng  i n  t h e  P i l g r im ’s  P rog re s s ,  h e  h ad 
n o  f e a r  b e s i d e  t h i s .  H e  wa s  n o t  d evo i d  o f  m o r a l 
h e ro i sm .  He  wou ld  no t  h ave  h e s i t a t e d  t o  cu t  o i f  a 
r i g h t  h a n d  o r  p l u c k  o u t  a  r i g h t  e y e .  H e  n e ve r 
s hunned  t h e  avowa l  o f  d iv i n e  t r u t h ,  o r  d rew  b a ck 
f rom fo l l ow ing  whe re  du t y  l ed  t h e  way.  And  i f  h i s 
sou l  re fu sed  to  be  comfor ted ,  i t  wa s  no t  becau se  he
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d i d  no t  l ove  a nd  d e s i r e  t h e  b l e s s i n g s  c on t a i n ed  i n 
t h e  p ro m i s e s ;  bu t  b e c a u s e  h e  d i d  l ove  a n d  d e s i r e 
them sup reme ly ;  and  t h e r e f o r e  f e a red  th a t  t hey  were 
too good and g rea t  to  be  de s igned for  one  l ike  h im. 
Fo r  t hough  i t  b e  c ommon l y  s a i d  t h a t  i t  i s  e a s y  t o 
be l i eve  wha t  we  wi sh ,  the  expe r i ence  o f  eve r y  man 
g ive s  t h e  l i e  t o  t h e  ob s e r va t i on ;  and  t h e  more  im- 
p o r t a n c e  we  a t t a c h  t o  a  t h i n g ,  a n d  t h e  m o re  o u r 
h app in e s s  i s  f e l t  t o  b e  w r apped  up  i n  i t ,  t h e  mo re 
a n x i o u s  we  b e c o m e ;  t h e  m o re  l i a b l e  a n d  a l i ve  we 
a re  t o  f e a r ;  we  wan t  ev i d en c e  upon  ev i d en c e ,  a nd 
a s su r ance  upon  a s su r ance,  and  c an  neve r  deem our - 
se lves  suf f ic ient ly cer ta in.  I f  i t  be bles sed to be “poor 
i n  s p i r i t ,” “ t o  h u n g e r  a n d  t h i r s t  a f t e r  r i g h t e o u s - 
n e s s ,” “ t o  m o u r n  f o r  s i n  i f  “ b l e s s e d  i s  t h e  m a n 
t h a t  f e a re t h  a lway s ,” h e  wa s ,  t h e  B i b l e  b e i ng  t r u e , 
an  he i r  o f  p romi s e ;  and  wha t eve r  he  s u spec t ed ,  h i s 
title was divinely valid.

H i s  s e n t im en t s  we re  t he  re su l t  o f  ex amina t i on  and 
conv i c t i on ;  a nd  h e  h e l d  t h em  w i t h  f i r mne s s ,  bo t h 
w i t h  re g a rd  t o  doc t r i n e  and  d i s s en t .  Bu t  who  eve r 
w i t n e s s e d  t h e  l e a s t  i n t o l e r a n c e  o r  b i go t r y  i n  h im? 
When d id  he  eve r  l ay  an  undue  s t re s s  on  any  o f  the 
c i r c u m s t a n t i a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  o f  r e a l  C h r i s t i a n s ?  A t 
w h a t  m o m e n t  c o u l d  h e  n o t  s a y  f r o m  t h e  h e a r t , 
“ G r a c e  b e  w i t h  a l l  t h e m  t h a t  l ove  o u r  L o rd  Je s u s 
C h r i s t  w i t h  s i n c e r i t y : ” Fo r  w h o s o e v e r  s h a l l  d o  t h e 
wi l l  o f  my  Fa the r  who i s  in  heaven ,  the  s ame  i s  my 
brother, and sister, and mother?”

I t  h a s  been  s a i d ,  and  t r u l y  s a i d ,  t h a t  i n  re l i g ion  a 
man  i s  re a l l y  wha t  he  i s  re l a t ive l y.  By  th i s ,  r u l e  l e t 
the  depa r t ed  be  t r i ed .  Wha t  a  t e s t imony  ha s  he  l e f t 
in  the  bosom of  a l l  those  mos t  in t imate ly  connec ted 
w i t h  h i m ,  t h a t  “ i n  s i m p l i c i t y  a n d  g o d l y  s i n c e r i t y,
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not  wi th f le sh ly  wi sdom, but  by the g race  o f  God he 
had  h i s  conver s a t ion  in  the  wor ld ,  and  more  abund- 
a n t l y  t o  t h e m - wa rd ! ” W h a t  t e n d e r  a n d  a p p rov i n g 
remembrance s  ha s  he  l e f t ,—in  t h o s e  s e r van t s  who so 
l o n g  a t t e n d e d  u p o n  h i m , — i n  t h o s e  wo r k m e n  t h a t 
h ave  g row n  g r ey  i n  h i s  s e r v i c e , * — i n  t h i s  wo r t hy 
pa r tne r  o f  h i s  bu s ine s s ,  w i th  whom,  f rom the  com- 
menc emen t  t o  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e i r  c onnex i on ,  t h e re 
never  was  one  moment ’s  d i s ag reement ,—in t h i s  l a rge 
c i rc l e  o f  f r i end s ,  many  o f  whom have  come  f rom a 
d i s t a n c e  t o  we e p  a t  h i s  g r ave , — i n  t h i s  m o u r n i n g , 
bleeding widow,—in th e s e  tender  and devoted daugh- 
t e r s , — i n  t h i s  a m i a b l e  a n d  d u t i f u l  s o n - i n - l aw, — i n 
t h e s e  c h u r c h  m e m b e r s  w i t h  w h o m  h e  wa l ke d , — i n 
t h e s e  f e l l ow-deacons  wi th  whom he  o f f i c i a t ed ,—and 
i n  t h i s  m i n i s t e r  on  whom h i s  i n t e l l i g e n t  a n d  m i l d 
c o u n t e n a n c e  a lway s  b e a m e d  a f f e c t i o n  a n d  r e s p e c t , 
who for  th i r ty- four  yea r s  was  never  g r i eved  or  t r i ed 
by  h i m ;  a n d  w h o,  t h o u g h  o f t e n  e m p l oye d  a s  t h e 
c o m f o r t e r  o f  h i s  f r i e n d ,  wa s  n eve r  o n c e  c a l l e d  t o 
reprove!

T h i s  b r i n g s  m e  t o  o b s e r ve  h i s  c o n d u c t  i n  c o n - 
n e x i o n  w i t h  t h e  c h u rc h .  O f  t h i s  h e  wa s  n o t  o n l y 
a  ve r y  h o n o u r a b l e  m e m b e r,  bu t  a  d e a c o n  a l s o.  To 
th i s  o f f i ce  he  had been chosen for  a  number  o f  year s 
by  t h e  s u f f r a g e  o f  h i s  b r e t h re n ,  ke e p i n g  t h e i r  eye 
upon  t h e  r e commend a t i on s  o f  t h e  Apo s t l e ,  “L i ke - 
w i s e  a l s o  mu s t  t h e  d e a c o n s  b e  g r ave ,  n o t  d o u b l e - 
t o n g u e d ,  n o t  g i ve n  t o  mu c h  w i n e ,  n o t  g r e e d y  o f

*	 O n e  o f  w h o m  s a i d  o n  t h e  m o r n i n g  o f  h i s  i n t e r m e n t , 
“ F o r t y - t w o  y e a r s  I  h a v e  b e e n  w o r k i n g  f o r  h i m ;  w h e n  I 
p l e a s e d  h i m  h e  p r a i s e d  m e ,  w h e n  I  o f f e n d e d  h i m  h e  f o r g a v e 
m e ,  w h e n  I  w a s  d i s t r e s s e d  h e  r e l i e v e d  m e ,  w h e n  I  w a s  s i c k 
he visited me,—and I wish this day was over.”
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f i l t hy  l u c re ;  ho l d i n g  t h e  my s t e r y  o f  t h e  f a i t h  i n  a 
pu re  con sc i ence.  And  l e t  the s e  a l so  be  f i r s t  p roved ; 
then le t  them use the of f ice of  a  deacon,  being found 
b l ame l e s s .  E ven  s o  mu s t  t h e i r  w ive s  b e  g r ave ;  no t 
s l a n d e r e r s ,  s o b e r ,  f a i t h f u l  i n  a l l  t h i n g s .  L e t  t h e 
d e a con s  b e  t h e  hu s b and s  o f  on e  w i f e ,  r u l i n g  t h e i r 
c h i l d ren  and  t h e i r  own  hou s e s  we l l .  Eo r  t h ey  t h a t 
h ave  u s ed  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  a  d e a con  we l l ,  pu rch a s e  t o 
themse lve s  a  good  deg ree,  and  g rea t  bo ldne s s  in  the 
faith, which is in Christ Jesus.”

A n d  h e r e  c a n  I  avo i d  r e m a r k i n g  w h a t  yo u  mu s t 
a l l  h ave  ob s e r ved ,  t h e  i n va r i a b l e  c o n s t a n c y  o f  h i s  a t - 
t e n d a n c e  o n  t h e  m e a n s  o f  g r a c e ?  T h i s  i s  t h e  way  t o 
p ro s p e r .  “ T h e  h a n d  o f  t h e  d i l i g e n t  m a ke t h  r i c h . 
B l e s s e d  i s  t h e  man  t h a t  h e a re t h  me,  s ay s  Wi s dom , 
wa t ch ing  e a r l y  a t  my  g a t e s ,  wa i t i ng  a t  t h e  po s t s  o f 
my  d o o r s .” T h e  r e l i g i o n  o f  t h o s e  w h o  c a n  w h o l l y 
or  pa r t i a l l y  fo r s ake  the  a s s embl ing  o f  themse lve s  to- 
g e the r,  mu s t  no t  on l y  be  i n  a  ve r y  l ow,  bu t  a  ve r y 
d o u b t f u l  s t a t e .  “ I n  a l l  p l a c e s ,” s ay s  G o d ,  “ w h e r e 
I  record  my name,  I  wi l l  come unto  thee,  and I  wi l l 
b l e s s  t h e e ; ’ ’ bu t  h i s  p r e s e n c e  a n d  h i s  b e n e d i c t i o n 
they deem i t  not  wor th thei r  whi le  to put  themselves 
t o  t h e  l e a s t  i n conven i en c e  t o  en j oy.  He  wa s  a s  r e - 
g u l a r l y  i n  h i s  p ew  a s  t h e  p r e a c h e r  i n  h i s  p u l p i t , 
cons ider ing  the  duty  o f  pa s tor  and people  to  be  mu- 
tua l ;  and  knowing  tha t  the  conduc t  o f  an  o f f i c e r  in 
t he  hou s e  o f  God ,  i s  more  ob s e r ved  and  exemp l a r y 
t h an  t h a t  o f  a  p r iva t e  membe r.  The  week -d ay  s e r - 
v i c e s  we r e  a lway s  a t t e n d e d  by  h i m  a s  we l l  a s  t h e 
sabbat ica l ;  for  he  de l ighted in  them,  and found them 
necessary to refresh and enl iven his  mind in the things 
o f  God among the  vexing and deadening care s  o f  the 
wor ld .  A l l  the  v i s i t s  he  pa id  o r  rece ived  were  regu-
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l a ted  wi th  a  v iew to  h i s  re l ig ious  oppor tun i t i e s ,  and 
neve r  in t e r r up ted  them.  Nor  wa s  he  l i ke  some  who 
a re  l a id  up  and  con f ined  on  the  Sunday,  ye t  ab road , 
in  any  wea ther,  in  the i r  own a f f a i r s ,  on  the  Monday 
—fo r  t he  S abba th  i s  a  ve r y  he a l i ng  d ay  w i th  t hem. 
How of ten has  he been here,  when,  l ike  h i s  mini s ter, 
( forg ive me thi s  wrong,)  pain and indispos i t ion would 
h ave  j u s t i f i e d  a b s e n c e !  N o,  h e  c o u l d  n o t  q u e s t i o n 
h i s  a t t a c h m e n t  t o  t h e  s a n c t u a r y ;  a n d  t h e re f o re  h e 
sa id ,  with a  pecul iar  emphas i s  and conf idence in him; 
“ I  h a v e  l oved  t h e  h ab i t a t i on  o f  t hy  hou s e ,  a nd  t h e 
place where thine honour dwelleth.”

I  cou l d  en l a r g e ;  f o r  ou t  o f  t h e  a bund anc e  o f  t h e 
h e a r t ,  t h e  m o u t h  s p e a ke t h .  B u t  I  h ave  a l r e a d y  f a r 
exceeded  your  t ime,  and  can  on ly  ju s t i f y  the  l eng th 
o f  t h e  s e r v i c e  by  a  f a c t  we  a l l  f e e l ,  t h a t  s u c h  a n 
o c c a s i o n  a n d  s u c h  a  c h a r a c t e r  d o  n o t  o f t e n  c o m e 
before us.

Wel l  he  loved  the  temple  be low,  and  i s  now in  the 
t emp l e  a bove,  n eve r  more  t o  go  ou t .  He  l oved  t h e 
S abba th ,  and  on  the  mor n ing  o f  t h a t  s a c red  d ay  he 
en t e red  the  S abba th  th a t  rema in s  f o r  a l l  t he  peop l e 
o f  God .  He  loved  the  p r a i s e s  o f  I s r a e l ,  and  now he 
i s  s i n g i n g  t h e  s o n g  o f  M o s e s  a n d  t h e  L a m b.  “ L et 
us also go, that we may die with him.”

W h a t  s h a l l  I  s a y  t o  t h i s  b e r e ave d  f a m i l y ?  I  a m 
f a r  f r o m  w i s h i n g  t o  d i m i n i s h  yo u r  l o s s ;  b u t  yo u 
mu s t ,  ye s ,  yo u  mu s t  b e  t h a n k f u l — t h a t  h e  h a s  n o t 
been  sudden ly  sn a t ched  f rom you ,  bu t  a f t e r  va r iou s 
i n t ima t i on s  t o  p rep a re  you  f o r  i t ,  a nd  i n  a  manne r 
t h e  mo s t  g r adua l  and  g en t l e—tha t  h e  h a s  no t  b e en 
p rema tu re l y  removed ,  bu t  i n  a  good  o ld  age,  l i ke  a 
s hock  o f  co r n  f u l l y  r i p e  i n  h i s  s e a son—tha t  he  h a s 
no t  l e f t  you  i n  emba r r a s s e d  o r  con t r a c t e d  c i r c um-
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s t a n c e s ,  bu t  h av i n g  a l l  t h i n g s  r i c h l y  t o  e n j oy,  a nd 
po s s e s s i n g  t h e  me an s  o f  do i n g  good—th a t  you  a re 
no t  s o r row ing  a s  t ho s e  who  h ave  no  hope,  a s s u red 
t h a t ,  a b s en t  f rom  t h e  body,  h e  i s  p re s en t  w i t h  t h e 
Lord.

You,  t h e  l o n g  a n d  f a i t h f u l  a n d  a f f e c t i o n a t e  w i f e 
of  hi s  bosom, in whom his  hear t  so per fect ly reposed; 
you ,  I  know f rom your  d i spo s i t ion ,  a s  we l l  a s  yea r s , 
w i l l  b e  “ a  w i dow  i nd e ed ,  d e s o l a t e  a nd  t r u s t i n g  i n 
God ,  and  con t inu ing  in  p r aye r  n igh t  and  day”—and 
p r aye r  w i l l  b r i n g  yo u  t h e  r e l i e f ,  t h e  c o m f o r t ,  t h e 
g r a c e,  eve r y  rema in ing  du t y  and  t r i a l  w i l l  re qu i re , 
during the diminished period of your separation.

M y  Yo u n g  F r i e n d s ;  “ a  g o o d  m a n ,” s a y s  S o l o - 
m o n ,  “ l e ave t h  a n  i n h e r i t a n c e  t o  h i s  c h i l d r e n ;  a n 
inhe r i t ance  be t t e r  than  thousand s  o f  go ld  and  s i l ve r 
—h i s  e x amp l e ,  h i s  i n s t r u c t i on s ,  t h e  p r aye r s  h e  o f - 
f e r e d ,  a n d  w h i c h  a r e  h a d  i n  r e m e m b r a n c e  b e f o r e 
God ,  and  the  spec i a l  b l e s s i ng  o f  d iv ine  P rov idence. 
For God acts  upon the pr inciples  of  the truest  f r iend- 
s h i p ;  a nd  a s  Dav i d  a s ked ,  “ I s  t h e re  any  l e f t  o f  t h e 
h o u s e  o f  S a u l ,  t h a t  I  m ay  s h ew  h i m  k i n d n e s s  f o r 
Jona th an ’s  s ake ?” so  “ the  gene r a t i on  o f  t he  up r i gh t 
s h a l l  b e  b l e s s e d .” I ndeed ,  wha t eve r  a dvan t a g e s  you 
der ive  f rom the  decea sed ,  you cou ld  not  be  s aved by 
h i s  re l i g i on .  He  cou l d  no t  e xe rc i s e  re p en t an c e  t o - 
ward s  God,  and  f a i th  toward s  our  Lord  Je su s  Chr i s t , 
f o r  yo u .  G o d l i n e s s  i s  a  p e r s o n a l  t h i n g — yo u  mu s t 
b e  made  p a r t a ke r s  o f  t h e  s ame  g r a c e,  and  be  made 
wi s e  fo r  your s e l ve s .  And ,  b l e s s ed  be  God ,  you  have 
chosen tha t  good par t  which sha l l  not  be  t aken away 
f r o m  yo u .  H e  i s  t h e r e f o r e ,  i f  n o t  wa t c h i n g  ove r 
you now,  ye t  wa i t ing  to  rece ive  you in to  ever l a s t ing 
h a b i t a t i o n s .  B e  c o n c e r n e d  t o  p e r p e t u a t e  h i m  by



158	 friendship in death�

158

s p i r i t u a l  d e s c e n t .  L e t  t h e r e  b e  n o  c o n t r a s t  e ve r 
comp l a ined  o f  be tween  the  f a the r  and  the  ch i l d ren . 
L e t  n o t  t h e  c a u s e  o f  G o d ,  o r  o f  t h e  p o o r ,  w r i t e 
I c a boc l  on  t h e  doo r ;  o r  p a s s enge r s  s h ake  t h e  h e ad 
a n d  s a y,  “ t h e  g l o r y  o f  t h a t  h o u s e  i s  d e p a r t e d .” 
C a t c h  h i s  m a n t l e .  I m b i b e  h i s  s p i r i t .  M a i n t a i n  t h e 
pr inc ip le s  and  the  conduct ,  the  p ie ty,  and  the  bene- 
volence,  and the hospi ta l i ty,  which cause the memory 
of your just father to be blessed.

W i t h  H i m  w h o  h a s  m a d e  t h i s  b r e a c h  a m o n g  u s 
i s  t he  re s i due  o f  the  Sp i r i t .  Le t  u s  p r ay  tha t  by  the 
conver s ion of  some,  and the increa sed zea l  o f  other s , 
the  lo s s  made  by  th i s  remova l  may  be  repa i red .  And 
wi th  rega rd  to  our se lve s ,  ind iv idua l l y,  l e t  u s  re so lve 
n o t  t o  “ b e  s l o t h f u l ,  b u t  f o l l owe r s  o f  t h e m  w h o 
through faith and patience inherit the promises.”

To  conc lude.  I  a s k  you  a l l ,  my  de a r  he a re r s ,  w i th 
whom do you  wi sh  to  d ie ?  Wi th  Laza r u s ?  I f  so,  you 
mu s t  l i ve  w i t h  h i m .  H e  d i e d  a s  h e  l i ve d ;  a n d  o u r 
f r i e n d  d i e d  a s  h e  l i ve d .  I  h ave  l i t t l e  o p i n i o n  o f  a 
d e a t h - b e d  r e l i g i o n .  I t  i s  a  b a d  t i m e  i n  w h i c h  t o 
a t tend to the th ings  which be long to your ever la s t ing 
p e a c e .  Tr u e  re p en t a n c e  i s ,  i n d e ed ,  n eve r  t oo  l a t e ; 
bu t  l a t e  re p en t an c e  i s  s e l dom t r u e ;  a nd  when  i t  i s 
true, how can i t  be evidenced, ei ther to the individual 
h im s e l f ,  o r  t o  o t h e r s ?  I t  mu s t ,  a nd  i t  o u g h t ,  t o  re - 
main doubtful.

You r  d e s i re ,  t h e re f o re ,  i s  no th i ng ,  un l e s s  i t  l e a d s 
you  to  wi sh  to  l ive  wi th  the  peop le  o f  God ,  a s  we l l 
a s  t o  d i e  w i t h  t h em .  Bu t  i f  you  l ove  t h em ;  i f  you 
de l igh t  in  them a s  the  exce l l en t  o f  the  ea r th ;  i f  you 
make  t h em  you r  e x amp l e s  a nd  compan i on s ;  i f  you 
t a ke  ho l d  o f  t h e  s k i r t  o f  h im  th a t  i s  a  Jew,  s ay i ng , 
“ I  w i l l  g o  w i t h  you ,  f o r  I  h ave  h e a rd  t h a t  Go d  i s
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w i t h  yo u  i f  yo u  r u n  t h e  s a m e  r a c e ,  l o o k i n g  u n t o 
J e s u s :  t h e n  a t  d e a t h ,  “ b e i n g  l e t  g o,” yo u  s h a l l  g o 
“ to  you r  own  company,” and  “ s i t  down  w i th  Ab r a - 
ham,  and  I s a ac,  and  Jacob,  in  the  k ingdom o f  God .” 
Yea ,  “you a r e  come unto  Mount  Z ion ,  and  unto  the 
c i t y  o f  the  l iv ing  God ,  the  heaven ly  Je r u s a l em,  and 
to  an  innumerable  company o f  ange l s ;  to  the  genera l 
a s s e m b l y,  a n d  C h u rc h  o f  t h e  f i r s t  b o r n  w h i c h  a r e 
w r i t t e n  i n  H e ave n ;  a n d  t o  G o d  t h e  Ju d g e  o f  a l l ; 
and  to  the  s p i r i t s  o f  j u s t  men  made  pe r f e c t ;  and  to 
Je su s  the  med i a to r  o f  the  new covenan t ;  and  to  the 
blood o f  sp r ink l ing ,  tha t  speake th  be t te r  th ings  than 
that of Abel.” Amen.
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AN ATTEMPT TO REGULATE THE CLAIMS  
OF THE  

CHRISTIAN MINISTRY.

A SERMON
PREACHED AT THE SEPARATION OF

THE Rev. JAMES STRATTON,

TO THE PASTORAL OFFICE

OVER THE

CHURCH AND CONGREGATION

MEETING IN

PADDINGTON CHAPEL,

NOVEMBER 18, 1818.

“Whether any do enquire of Titus, he is my partner and fellow- 
helper concerning you: or our brethren be enquired of, they are 
the Messengers of the Churches, and the Glory of Christ.

“Wherefore shew ye to them, and before the Churches, the proof of 
your love, and of our boasting on your behalf.”—2 Cor. viii. 
23, 24.
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To Thomas Wilson, Esq.

Sir,
I t  w o u l d  p a i n  m e ,  c o u l d  I  t h i n k ,  t h a t 

the  Pa s to r,  o r  the  Church  and  Cong rega t ion ,  o r  the 
numerous  and re spectable  Mini s ter s  who jo ined them 
in urg ing the Publ ica t ion of  the fo l lowing Discour se, 
d eemed  themse l ve s  s l i gh t ed  by  t he  Ind iv i dua l i t y  o f 
this Dedication.

I  a m  p e r s u a d e d ,  h oweve r ,  t h a t  w i t h o u t  a  s i n g l e 
E x c e p t i o n ,  t h ey  w i l l  a p p l a u d  t h e  C o nv i c t i o n  t h a t 
h a s  d e t e r m ined  me,  w i thou t  h i s  Knowledge,  t o  i n - 
s c r i be  the s e  Page s  so l e l y  to  a  Gen t l eman—who wa s 
the  gene rou s  Founder  and  Suppor te r  o f  the  Chape l , 
i n  wh i ch  the  So l emn i t i e s  we re  he l d—who ha s  l ong 
b e en  t h e  unwe a r i e d  F r i e nd  a nd  mun i f i c en t  Pa t ron 
o f  the  Ins t i tu t ion to  which the  Peop le  owe the i r  ap- 
proved Mini s te r—who va lue s  proper ty  much more  a s 
an  In s t r umen t  o f  u s e fu lne s s  th an  o f  Honour  o r  En- 
joyment—and, by the Grace of  God, i s  ready to ever y 
good Work.

I am, Sir,
With the most unfeigned Respect,
Your humble and obedient Servant,
� William Jay.
Bath, Dec. 1, 1818.
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“Now know I that the Lord will do me good, seeing I have 
a Levite to my Priest.”—Judges xvii. 13.

We  a r e  h e r e  l e d  b a c k  t o  a n  e a r l y  p e r i o d  o f  t h e 
J ew i s h  h i s t o r y,  a n d  t o  a  s a d  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  J ew - 
i s h  c h u r c h .  B u t  w h i l e  we  wo n d e r  a n d  c o n d e m n , 
i t  becomes  us  to  admit  in to  the  account  the  pecu l i a r 
d i s advan t age s ,  c iv i l  and  re l i g iou s ,  under  which  they 
n ow  l a b o u r e d ;  a n d  t o  r e m e m b e r ,  t h a t  s i n s  a r e  t o 
b e  j u d g e d  o f ,  n o t  b y  t h e i r  g r o s s n e s s ,  b u t  g u i l t ; 
and tha t  gu i l t  i s  to  be  de te r mined by  the  measure  o f 
m e a n s  a n d  p r i v i l e g e s  n e g l e c t e d  a n d  a bu s e d .  “ T h e 
s e r va n t  w h i c h  k n ew  h i s  L o rd ’s  w i l l ,  a n d  p r e p a r e d 
no t  h imse l f ,  ne i the r  d id  a cco rd ing  to  h i s  w i l l ,  sh a l l 
be  bea ten  wi th  many  s t r ipe s .  But  he  tha t  knew not , 
a nd  d i d  c ommi t  t h i n g s  wo r t hy  o f  s t r i p e s ,  s h a l l  b e 
b e a t e n  w i t h  f e w  s t r i p e s .  F o r  u n t o  w h o m s o e ve r 
much  i s  g iven ,  o f  h im  sh a l l  b e  much  requ i red ;  and 
to whom men have committed much, of  him they wil l 
ask the more.”

— L e t  u s  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  s t o r y.  H e r e  i s  a n  o l d 
ma t ron  ve r y  cove tou s ,  and  ye t  ve r y  re l i g iou s  in  he r 
w a y.  S h e  h a d  s a v e d  u p  e l e v e n  h u n d r e d  s h e k e l s 
o f  s i l ve r ,  a nd  c on c e a l e d  t h em .  Bu t  M i c a h  h e r  s o n 
soon f inds  and se izes  the t reasure—for there are  chi l- 
dren who are nei ther ashamed nor a fra id to s tea l  f rom 
the i r  pa ren t s ;—upon which ,  she  f a l l s  in to  a  pa s s ion , 
and  no t  on l y  r ave s ,  bu t  even  cu r s e s .  He r  imprec a t - 
i ng  t he  d iv ine  venge ance  on  the  he ad  o f  t h e  t h i e f , 
te r r i f i ed  h im;  he  confe s sed  the  roguer y,  and re s tored
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the  money.  Th i s  t h rew he r  i n to  an  e c s t a cy  o f  p l e a - 
sure,  so that ,  ins tead of  upbraiding him, she excla ims, 
“B le s s ed  be  thou o f  the  Lord ,  my son :” dec l a r ing  a t 
t he  s ame  t ime  th a t  s he  h ad  i n t e n d e d  t h e  who l e  s um 
f o r  h o l y  u s e — “ I  h a d  w h o l l y  d e d i c a t e d  t h e  s i l ve r 
unto  the  Lord ,  f rom my hand for  my son ,  to  make  a 
g r ave n  i m a g e  a n d  a  m o l t e n  i m a g e .” T h e  p ro p e r t y, 
howeve r,  t hough  who l l y  p l edged ,  wa s  too  p rec iou s , 
on recover y,  to  be  whol ly  pa r ted  wi th :  she  there fore 
ke ep s  n i n e  hund red  s h eke l s ,  a nd  a pp rop r i a t e s  on l y 
two for the sacred service.

These  “ she  gave  to  the  founder,  who made  thereo f 
a  g r aven  image  and  a  mo l t en  image ;  and  they  we re 
i n  t h e  hou s e  o f  Mi c ah .” Thu s  a  s p e c i e s  o f  i do l a t r y 
e n t e r e d  t h i s  f a m i l y,  a n d  f r o m  t h i s  f a m i l y  s p r e a d 
t h ro u g h  t h e  w h o l e  t r i b e  o f  D a n .  I t  wa s  n o t  a  s i n 
committed against the f ir st  commandment, in worship- 
p ing  another  God:  but  aga in s t  the  second command- 
ment, in worshipping the true God under a similitude.

B u t  w h a t  w i l l  h e  d o  f o r  a  p r i e s t ?  “ H e  c o n s e - 
c r a t ed  one  o f  h i s  own  son s .” Bu t  He  doe s  no t  l ong 
rema in  in  o f f i c e.  The  c a s e  wa s  th i s .  A  s t ro l l i ng  Le- 
v i t e  h ad  gone  ab ro ad  i n  s e a rch  o f  emp loymen t  and 
p ro m o t i o n .  I n  h i s  v a g a b o n d  r a m b l e s  h e  c o m e s  t o 
Moun t  Eph r a im ,  and  t o  t h e  hou s e  o f  Mi c ah .  “And 
M i c a h  s a i d  u n t o  h i m ,  W h e n c e  c o m e s t  t h o u ?  A n d 
he sa id  unto h im,  I  am a  Levi te  o f  Beth lehem-Judah, 
and  I  go  to  so jou r n  whe re  I  may  f i nd  a  p l a c e.  And 
Micah sa id unto him. Dwel l  with me, and be unto me 
a  f a ther  and a  pr ie s t ,  and I  wi l l  g ive  thee ten sheke l s 
o f  s i l ve r  by  the  yea r,  and  a  su i t  o f  appa re l ,  and  thy 
v ic tua l s .” Clothes  and food,  and twenty- f ive  sh i l l ings 
a  ye a r,  we re  no  g re a t  ma t t e r s .  “The  m in i s t r y,” s ay s 
H e n r y,  “ i s  a  g o o d  c a l l i n g ,  bu t  a  b a d  t r a d e .” T h e 
Levi te  however  i s  content ,  and hi s  employer  i s  happy
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— “ T h e n ,  s a i d  M i c a h ,  N ow  k n ow  I  t h a t  t h e  L o rd 
will do me good, seeing I have a Levite to my priest.”

He re  we  h ave  s ome th ing  t o  commend ,  and  s ome- 
th ing to  censure,  whether  we cons ider  the  ca se  more 
generally, or particularly.

I t  wa s  s u r e l y  r i g h t  i n  h i m ,  t o  h e  c o n c e r n e d  f o r  t h e 
b l e s s i n g  o f  G o d . — “ T h e  L o rd  w i l l  d o  m e  g o o d .” I t 
i s  obv ious  tha t  he  expec ted  noth ing  wi thout  the  Di- 
v i n e  F avou r ;  a nd  wa s  p e r s u ad ed  t h a t  “ t h e  b l e s s i n g 
of  the Lord,  i t  maketh r ich,  and he addeth no sor row 
wi th  i t .” I  am bo ld  to  s ay,  tha t  many  o f  our  f e l low- 
c r e a t u re s  a r e  n o t  e q u a l l y  w i s e .  T h ey  l i ve  w i t h o u t 
God  in  the  wor ld .  God  i s  no t  in  a l l  t he i r  though t s . 
I f  eve r  h e  b re ak s  i n  among  t h em ,  h e  i s  con s i d e red 
a n  i n t r ud e r ,  a nd  t h ey  l a bou r  t o  e xp e l  h i m ,  s ay i n g 
w i t h  t h o s e  i n  t h e  d ay s  o f  J o b,  “ D e p a r t  f r o m  u s , 
we  d e s i r e  n o t  t h e  k n ow l e d g e  o f  t hy  way s  o r  w i t h 
t h o s e  i n  t h e  t i m e  o f  I s a i a h ,  “ C a u s e  t h e  H o l y 
O n e  o f  I s r a e l  t o  c e a s e  f ro m  b e f o r e  u s .” N o t  t h a t 
t h i s ,  i s  t h e  u t t e r a n c e  o f  t h e  l i p,  b u t  o f  t h e  l i f e : 
a c t i o n s ,  we  s ay,  s p e a k  l o u d e r  t h a n  wo rd s ;  a n d  t h e 
sacred wr i ter s ,  to shock us  with their  nature and ten- 
d ency,  pu t  t h e  d i s po s i t i on s  and  t h e  conduc t  o f  t h e 
wicked  in to  l anguage.—Have  they  succeeded  in  bu- 
s i n e s s ?  “ T h ey  s a c r i f i c e  t o  t h e i r  n e t ,  a n d  bu r n  i n - 
cense  to  the i r  own drag ;  because  by  them the i r  por- 
t i on  i s  f a t ,  a nd  t h e i r  mea t  p l en t eou s .” Have  t h ey  a 
j o u r n ey  o r  a n  e n t e r p r i s e  b e f o r e  t h e m ?  T h ey  s ay, 
“To-day,  o r  to-mor row,  we  wi l l  go  in to  such  a  c i t y, 
and  con t inue  the re  a  yea r,  and  buy  and  s e l l  and  ge t 
g a i n .” W h e r e a s  t h e y  o u g h t  t o  s a y,  “ I f  t h e  L o r d 
w i l l ,  we  s h a l l  l i ve ,  a n d  d o  t h i s  o r  t h a t .” T h ey  a r e 
anx iou s  and  e age r  t o  p l e a s e  men ,  e s pec i a l l y  i f  t h ey 
h a ve  p owe r  a n d  i n f l u e n c e ;  b u t  t h e y  f o r g e t  t h a t
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e v e r y  t h i n g  d e p e n d s  o n  o u r  p l e a s i n g  G o d .  F o r 
i n  H i s  f a vo u r  i s  l i f e .  H e  o n l y  i s  b l e s s e d  w h o m 
G o d  b l e s s e s .  “ E x c e p t  t h e  L o r d  b u i l d  t h e  h o u s e , 
t h ey  l a bou r  i n  va i n  t h a t  bu i l d  i t ;  e x c ep t  t h e  L o rd 
ke e p  t h e  c i t y,  t h e  wa t c h m a n  wa ke t h  bu t  i n  va i n .” 
We  s hou l d  b e  p r i n c i p a l l y  c on c e r n ed  t o  s e cu re  t h e 
b ened i c t i on  o f  God ;  a nd  a bove  a l l  t h i n g s  H i s  g r a - 
c i o u s  f avo u r . — “ R e m e m b e r  m e ,  O  L o rd ,  w i t h  t h e 
favour thou bearest unto thy people!”

But  whi l e  i t  wa s  r i gh t  in  Micah  to  be  rega rd fu l  o f 
t h e  b l e s s i n g  o f  G o d — i t  wa s  w r o n g  i n  h i m  t o  d e r i v e 
h i s  e x p e c t a t i o n  f r o m  s u c h  a n  a m b i g u o u s  a n d  d e l u s i v e 
s o u r c e  o f  e v i d e n c e .—“Now I  know  t h e  Lo rd  w i l l  do 
me  good ,  s e e ing  I  h ave  a  Lev i t e  t o  my  p r i e s t .” Ah , 
my bre thren ,  th i s  f ine  rea soner  ha s  had  a  number  o f 
f o l l owe r s  i n  eve r y  age.  The  Jews ,  bec au s e  t hey  h ad 
among them the  a rk  and  the  t emple,  and  the  r i t e  o f 
c i rcumc i s i on ,  and  cou l d  c a l l  Ab r ah am the i r  f a t h e r, 
p re sumed upon the i r  s ecur i t y ;  and  the i r  de s t r uc t ion 
t o o k  t h e m  by  s u r p r i s e .  M a n y  n ow,  a c c o r d i n g  a s 
the  deg ree  o f  the i r  i gnorance  requ i re s  a  g ro s se r  o r  a 
more re f ined de lus ion,  conc lude tha t  God wi l l  sure ly 
do  them good ,  becau se  they  were  bor n  o f  Chr i s t i an 
p a ren t s ,  o r  we re  b ap t i z ed  i n  t h e i r  i n f an cy,  o r  h ave 
o b s e r ve d  G o o d  F r i d a y  a n d  L e n t ,  o r  h a ve  f a s t e d 
and  g iven  a lms  t o  t he  poo r,  o r  h ave  been  mor a l  i n 
the i r  depor tment ,  o r  have  re fo r med themse lve s  f rom 
eve r y  v i c e,  o r  h ave  been  the  sub j e c t s  o f  conv i c t i on 
o f  s i n ,  o r  po s s e s s  e d i f y i ng  g i f t s ,  o r  r ank  w i th  p ro - 
f e s so r s  o f  re l i g ion ,  “hav ing  a  name  to  l ive”—But  i t 
wou ld  be  end l e s s  t o  p a r t i cu l a r i z e  a l l  t he  a r t i c l e s  i n 
t h i s  m a g a z i n e  o f  d e l u s i o n .  “ H e  f e e d e t h  o n  a s h e s ; 
a  dece ived hear t  ha th  tur ned h im a s ide,  tha t  he  can- 
not  de l iver  h i s  sou l ,  nor  s ay,  I s  there  not  a  l i e  in  my 
r igh t  hand?” My dea r  hea re r s ,  you  mus t  be  accep ted
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i n  t h e  b e l oved ;  you  mu s t  b e  s aved  by  t h e  wa s h i n g 
of  regenerat ion,  and the renewing of  the Holy Ghost ; 
you  mu s t  wo r sh i p  God  i n  t h e  s p i r i t  a nd  re j o i c e  i n 
Ch r i s t  Je s u s ,  a nd  h ave  no  con f i d en c e  i n  t h e  f l e s h , 
before you are author ized to say,  with regard to pros- 
pe r i ty  o r  adver s i ty,  s i ckne s s  o r  hea l th ,  l i f e  o r  dea th , 
t ime  o r  e t e r n i t y—“Now know I  t h a t  t h e  Lo rd  w i l l 
d o  m e  g o o d .” “ We  k n ow,” s ay s  t h e  A p o s t l e ,  “ t h a t 
a i l  th ing s  work  toge the r  fo r  good  to  them tha t  love 
God ,  t o  t h em  who  a re  t h e  c a l l e d  a c co rd i n g  t o  h i s 
pur pose.”—But a l l  bes ides  th i s ,  i s  only  the repet i t ion 
of Micah’s folly in another shape.

A g a i n .  I  o b s e r ve  t h e  s a m e  m i x t u r e  o f  r i g h t  a n d 
wrong,  t ruth and er ror,  in a  more par t icular  ins tance, 
and  which  b r ing s  u s  nea re r  our  sub jec t .  Micah  doe s 
we l l  in  p r iz ing  the  p r i e s t l y  o f f i ce,  fo r  i t  wa s  the  ap- 
pointment  of  God;  but  he does  i l l  in  v iewing i t  wi th- 
o u t .  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  a n d  r e g a rd i n g  i t  a s  a n  a b s o l u t e 
c r i t e r ion  or  exped ien t ;  fo r  a  th ing  may  be  exce l l en t 
in  i t s e l f ,  and  not  ava i l ab l e  in  a l l  c a se s .  But  h i s  con- 
f idence  ha s  no  qua l i f i c a t ion :  he  de spa i r s  o f  noth ing , 
s o l e ly  on the  g round tha t  he  ha s  to  o f f i c i a te  for  h im, 
one  o f  t h e  s a c e rdo t a l  r a c e .  “Now know  I  t h a t  t h e 
Lord  wi l l  do  me good ,  s ee ing  I  have  a  Lev i t e  to  my 
priest.”

Behold then,  my bre thren,  the  deve lopement  o f  the 
p l an  we  h ave  i n  v i ew  t h i s  mo r n ing .  You  h ave  now 
au sp ic ious ly  e s t ab l i shed  among you ,  a  s e t t l ed  min i s - 
t r y.  Thi s  i s  an  in s t i tu t ion for  which you ought  to  be 
t h ank fu l ;  you  s hou l d  con s i d e r  i t  a  t oken  f o r  good , 
and  you  shou ld  look  fo r  a  b l e s s ing  f rom i t .  And  ye t 
you  may  conce ive  o f  i t  imp rope r l y,  you  may  t h i nk 
more  h igh ly  o f  i t  than  you ought  to  th ink ,  you may 
even  conver t  the  p r iv i l ege  in to  a  pena l t y.  A l low me 
to  s ay,  wi th  regard  to  the  min i s t r y  o f  our  young and
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esteemed brother now separated to the pastoral  of f ice- 
in  th i s  church  and  cong rega t ion—That  you  may  un- 
de r va lue  i t—Tha t  you  may  re ly  too  much  upon i t— 
Tha t  you  may  p e r ve r t  i t .  Ag a i n s t  t h e s e  t h re e  m i s - 
t a k e s ,  i t  w i l l  b e  m y  e n d e a vo u r  t o  g u a r d  yo u .  I 
shall—

I .  Attempt  to  ju st i f y  th e  e st imat ion  i n  wh ich 
it is your duty to hold the ministry.

I I .  I  shall  shew in  what  case s  your  de pe nde nce 
upon it may be improper and censurable. And

I I I .  I  s h a l l  e v i n c e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  y o u r 
even turning the blessing into a curse.

I .  Did you ever  obser ve,  my bre thren ,  the  l anguage 
o f  t h e  Apo s t l e  t o  t h e  The s s a l on i a n s ?  “Kn ow  t h e m 
that  l abour  among you and are  over  you in  the Lord, 
and  admon i sh  you ,  and  e s t e em them ve r y  h i gh l y  i n 
love  for  the i r  work ’s  s ake.” Thi s ,  i t  mus t  be  acknow- 
l e d g e d ,  i s  a  h i g h  d e m a n d .  To  “ k n ow ” t h e m — t o 
“es teem” them—to es teem them “high ly”—to e s teem 
them “ver y” h igh ly—to e s teem them ver y  h igh ly  “ in 
l o v e ! ” B u t  t h e  A p o s t l e  a d d s — “ f o r  t h e m  wo r k ’s 
sake.” As i f  he had sa id ,  the respect  regards  the of f ice 
r a t h e r  t h an  t h e  man ;  and  a t t a che s  t o  t h e  man  on l y 
in  re fe rence  to  the  o f f i ce,  and  in  propor t ion  on ly  a s 
h e  i s  t h e  o f f i c e  r e a l l y  a n d  a l i ve .  S u c h  i s  t h e  e x - 
alte d  e st imat ion  i n  wh i ch  i t  i s  ou r  duty  t o  ho l d 
the ministry of the word. How shall we justify it?

L e t  u s  a p p e a l  t o  t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n s  o f  G o d  t h e  j u d g e 
o f  a l l .  Wha t  wa s  t o  c rown ,  a c co rd i n g  t o  Je rem i ah , 
the  re tu r n  o f  the  Jews  f rom Baby lon  in to  the i r  own 
l a n d ?  “ I  w i l l  g i v e  t h e m  p a s t o r s  a f t e r  m i n e  ow n 
hea r t ,  who sha l l  f eed  them wi th  knowledge  and  un- 
d e r s t a n d i n g .” W h a t  d o e s  I s a i a h  c o n s i d e r  a  f u l l
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compensa t ion  for  a l l  the  ca l ami t i e s  o f  l i f e ?  “Though 
t h e  L o rd  g ive  yo u  t h e  b re a d  o f  a d ve r s i t y,  a n d  t h e 
wa te r  o f  a f f l i c t ion ,  ye t  sha l l  no t  thy  t e ache r s  be  re - 
moved  in to  a  co r ne r  any  more,  bu t  th ine  eye s  sh a l l 
s e e  t hy  t e a ch e r s :  a nd  t h i n e  e a r s  s h a l l  h e a r  a  wo rd 
beh ind  thee,  s ay ing .  Th i s  i s  t he  way,  wa lk  ye  i n  i t , 
when ye tur n to the r ight  hand,  and when ye tur n to 
t h e  l e f t .” W h a t  d o e s  G o d  b y  A m o s  d e e m  wo r s e 
t h an  f am ine  a nd  d rough t ?  “Beho l d  t h e  d ay s  c ome, 
s a i th  the  Lord  God,  tha t  I  wi l l  s end  a  f amine  in  the 
land,  not  a  f amine of  bread,  or  a  th i r s t  for  water,  but 
o f  h e a r i n g  t h e  wo rd s  o f  t h e  L o rd :  a n d  t h ey  s h a l l 
wander  f rom sea  to  s e a ,  and  f rom the  nor th  even  to 
the  e a s t ;  they  sha l l  r un  to  and  f ro  to  s eek  the  word 
o f  t h e  Lo rd ,  a nd  s h a l l  no t  f i nd  i t .” Wha t  doe s  t h e 
L o rd  Je s u s  d e e m  t h e  wo r s t  o f  a l l  j u d g m e n t s ,  w i t h 
wh ich  to  a l a r m the  Ephe s i an  church  to  repen t ance ? 
“Remember  the re fo re  f rom whence  thou  a r t  f a l l en , 
a n d  r e p e n t ,  a n d  d o  t h e  f i r s t  wo r k s ;  o r  e l s e  I  w i l l 
come unto thee quick ly,  and wi l l  remove thy candle- 
stick out of his place, except thou repent.”

L e t  u s  a p p e a l  t o  t h e  e x a m p l e  a n d  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e 
L o rd  J e s u s .  I t  wa s  s a i d  by  a  S co t ch  wr i t e r  t h a t  God 
had  one  on ly  begot ten  Son ,  and  he  made  a  p reacher 
o f  h i m .  T h i s  i s  n o  m o r e  q u a i n t  t h a n  t r u e .  I t  i s 
ce r t a in  tha t  when  he  en te red  th i s  wor ld ,  he  d id  no t 
b e come  a  me rch an t ,  h e  d i d  no t  b e come  a  s c ho l a r , 
he  d id  no t  p l a ce  h imse l f  a t  the  head  o f  an  a r my,  o r 
a s c end  a  t h rone—a l l  t h i s  wa s  b ene a t h  h im :  bu t  h e 
c o u l d  s a y,  “ I  h ave  p r e a c h e d  r i g h t e o u s n e s s  i n  t h e 
g r e a t  c o n g r e g a t i o n  h e  d i d  g o  “ t h r o u g h  a l l  t h e 
t own s  a nd  v i l l a g e s  p re a ch i n g : ” a nd  w i t h  r e g a rd  t o 
Him  i t  was  s a id ,  “The poor  have the  gospe l  preached 
un to  t h em!” And  he  no t  on l y  honou red  t h e  m in i s -



170	an attempt to regulate the claims of the christian ministry�

170

t r y,  by  p r e a c h i n g  i n  p e r s o n — “ H e  c a m e,” s ay s  t h e 
Apo s t l e,  “ and  p re ached  peace  to  you  tha t  we re  a f a r 
o f f ,  a n d  t o  t h e m  t h a t  we r e  n i g h .” H ow  d i d  H e 
p re a c h  t o  t h e m  t h a t  we re  “ a f a r  o f f ? ” N o t  p e r s o n - 
a l l y.  H e  n eve r  p a s s e d  h i m s e l f  t h e  c o n f i n e s  o f  Ju - 
d e a :  H e  wa s  t h e  m i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  c i r c u m c i s i o n :  H e 
was only sent  to the los t  sheep of  the house of  I s rae l . 
— B u t ,  h e  d i d  i t  r e l a t i ve l y :  H e  d i d  i t  by  s e n d i n g 
fo r th  h i s  commis s ioned  se r van t s ,  and  s ay ing ,  “Go ye 
i n t o  a l l  t h e  wo r l d  a n d  p re a c h  t h e  g o s p e l  t o  eve r y 
c r e a t u r e .” “ A n d  t h e y  we n t  f o r t h ,  a n d  p r e a c h e d 
eve r ywhere,  the  Lord  work ing  wi th  them,  and  con- 
firming the word with signs following.”

Le t  u s  a ppe a l  t o  t h e  mann e r  i n  wh i c h  t h e  o f f i c e  wa s 
f u l l y  a n d  p e r m a n e n t l y  e s t a b l i s h e d .  We  a r e  t a u g h t 
t o  con s i d e r  i t  a s  no th ing  l e s s  t h an  t he  f r u i t  o f  ou r 
Lord ’s  med i a t ion ,  the  con sequence  and  the  p roo f  o f 
h i s  e x a l t e d  s t a t e .  And  wa s  i t  a  t r i f l e  f o r  wh i ch  h e 
d i e d  a n d  ro s e  a g a i n ?  Wa s  i t  a n  i n s i g n i f i c a n c e  t h a t 
c rowned the  t r iumph o f  th i s  unexampled  conqueror? 
“Where fo re  he  s a i th ,  when he  a s cended  on  h igh ,  he 
l e d  c a p t iv i t y  c a p t ive ,  a nd  h e  g ave  g i f t s  un t o  men” 
— A n d  w h a t  we r e  t h ey ?  “ H e  g ave  s o m e ,  a p o s t l e s ; 
and some,  prophet s ;  and some,  evange l i s t s ;  and some, 
pas tor s ,  and teacher s ;  for  the per fect ing of  the sa int s , 
fo r  the  work  o f  the  min i s t r y,  fo r  the  ed i fy ing  o f  the 
body  o f  Chr i s t :  t i l l  we  a l l  come in  the  un i ty  o f  the 
f a i th ,  and of  the  knowledge of  the  Son of  God,  unto 
a  per fect  man,  unto the measure  of  the s ta ture  of  the 
f u l n e s s  o f  C h r i s t .” D o  we  n o t  h e r e  s e e  t h a t  t h e 
o f f i c e  i s  no t  o f  t empora r y  ob l i g a t ion ,  bu t  to  l a s t  a s 
l o n g  a s  t h e  s u n  a n d  m o o n  e n d u r e  t h ro u g h o u t  a l l 
g en e r a t i on s ?  Do  we  no t  s e e  t h a t  m in i s t e r s  a r e  t h e 
g i f t s  o f  Chr i s t ,  and  the  g i f t s  not  o f  h i s  bounty  on ly,
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bu t  o f  h i s  g l o r y ?—A sp i r i t u a l  exce l l ency  requ i re s  a 
s p i r i t u a l  p e r c e p t i o n  t o  d i s c e r n  i t .  “ I f  t h e  wo r l d 
k n ew  h i m  n o t ,” i f  t h ey  s aw  i n  h i m  “ n o  f o r m  n o r 
come l ine s s ,” wha t  wonde r  i s  i t ,  i f  t h ey  s e e  none  i n 
h i s  s e r vant s ,  who a re  men o f  l ike  pa s s ions  wi th  our- 
se lves ,  and compassed with inf i r mit ies ,  and of ten des- 
t i tute  of  secular  a t t rac t ions?  but  ange l s ,  who are  pro- 
ve r b i a l l y  w i s e ;  a ng e l s ,  who  s aw  wha t  wa s  t h e  f i r s t 
t h ing  He  d i d  a s  s oon  a s  He  h ad  re c e ived  a l l  powe r 
i n  he aven  and  i n  e a r th ;  ange l s ,  who  hea rd  h im s ay. 
I ’ l l  now be s tow someth ing ,  do  someth ing  wor thy  o f 
my  e l eva t i on—and  then  e s t a b l i s h ed  t he  m in i s t r y  i n 
i t s  va r iou s  b r anche s  and  deg ree s :  ange l s  in  the i r  in- 
tercour se with our world, view the heralds of sa lvation 
a s  the  mos t  impor t an t  cha rac te r s  in  i t ,  and  repa i r  to 
the  ord ina t ion  o f  a  min i s t e r  wi th  more  in te re s t  than 
mo r t a l s  eve r  c rowd  t o  w i t n e s s  t h e  co ron a t i on  o f  a 
k i n g .  Ange l s  we re  p re s en t  when  T imo thy  re c e ived 
h i s  o rde r s :  “ I  cha rge  thee  be fo re  God  and  the  Lord 
Je su s  Chr i s t ,  and  the  e l ec t  ange l s ,  tha t  thou obse r ve 
the se  th ing s  w i thou t  p re f e r r ing  one  be fo re  ano the r, 
d o i n g  n o t h i n g  by  p a r t i a l i t y.” T h ey  r e j o i c e ,  n o t  a t 
the foundat ion of  a  museum, but  of  a  sanctuar y ;  and, 
i f  t hey  fo reknow th ing s ,  exu l t  no t  a t  the  b i r th  o f  a 
Wellington, but of a Whitfield.

For  le t  u s  appea l  to  the  de s i gn  o f  the  in s t i tu t ion.  I t 
ha s  been remarked,  tha t  the  o f f i ce  o f  a  l awyer  i s  im- 
po r t an t ,  b e c au s e  i t  wa t che s  ove r  ou r  p rope r t y ;  and 
t he  o f f i c e  o f  a  phy s i c i an  much  more  s o,  b e c au s e  i t 
gua rd s  ou r  hea l th ;  “Fo r  the  l i f e  i s  more  th an  mea t , 
a n d  t h e  b o d y  t h a n  r a i m e n t .” B u t  e ve n  t h e s e  a r e 
nothing to the soul and eter nity;  the soul and eter nity 
a lone  a re  ab so lu t e l y  g re a t :  ye t  to  t h e s e  ou r  o f f i c e  i s 
appropr i a t ed ,  and  by  the se  i t  i s  i n f in i t e l y  d ign i f i ed .
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What,  my young brother,  can equal  the miss ion which 
you  h ave  re c e ived  o f  t h e  Lo rd  Je su s  “ to  t e s t i f y  t h e 
g o s p e l  o f  t h e  g r a c e  o f  G o d ; ” a n d  “ t o  s h ew  u n t o 
m e n  t h e  way  o f  s a l v a t i o n ? ” N o  a n g e l  e ve r  c a m e 
f ro m  h e ave n  t o  e a r t h  o n  s o  we i g h t y  a n  e r r a n d  a s 
you r s—“I  s end  thee,” s ay s  t he  Lo rd  Je su s ,  “ to  open 
the i r  eye s ,  to  tu r n  them f rom da rkne s s  to  l i gh t ,  and 
the power of  Satan unto God, that  they might receive 
forg iveness of s ins,  and inher itance among them which 
a r e  s a n c t i f i e d  b y  f a i t h  t h a t  i s  i n  m e .” Yo u r  a i m 
i s  no th ing  l e s s  t h an  t o  re s cue  gu i l t y  and  dep r aved , 
ye t  immor t a l  be ing s  f rom the  l owe s t  he l l ,  and  con- 
du c t  t h em  t o  t h e  h e aven  o f  h e aven s ;  t o  t r a n s f o r m 
them from the resemblance of  the devi l ,  into the per- 
fec t ion o f  the  image o f  the  inv i s ible  God.  And when 
a l l  the labour s  of  other profes sor s  wi l l  be annihi la ted: 
when the  f ine s t  pa in t ing s ,  the  subl imes t  s t a tue s ,  the 
mos t  du r ab l e  monument s ,  t he  py r amid s  o f  Egyp t ;— 
w h e n  t h e  i m m o r t a l  wo r k s  ( s o  a r e  t h ey  c a l l e d )  o f 
ph i l o sophe r s ,  l e g i s l a t o r s ,  h i s t o r i an s ,  poe t s ,  s h a l l  b e 
c o n s u m e d ;  a n d  t h e  e a r t h ,  a n d  a l l  t h a t  i s  t h e r e i n , 
s h a l l  b e  bu r n ed  up—the  e f f e c t s  o f  you r  t e a r s ,  a nd 
s t u d i e s ,  a n d  v i s i t i n g ,  a n d  p r ay i n g ,  a n d  p re a c h i n g , 
s h a l l  r e m a i n .  A n d  w h e n  eve r y  o t h e r  r e l a t i o n  n ow 
s u b s i s t i n g  i s  d e s t roye d ,  a n d  t h e  r a c e  o f  m e n  w i l l 
never  blend aga in  a s  mas te r s  and  se r vant s ,  a s  p r ince s 
and  sub j e c t s ,  a s  p a ren t s  and  ch i l d ren ,  and  hu sband s 
and  w ive s ,  t he  re l a t i on  wh i ch  ha s  been  fo r med  and 
pub l i c l y  r a t i f i ed  be tween  you  and  th i s  p eop l e,  w i l l 
b e  i n d i s s o l u b l e ;  a n d  w h e n  t h ey  d i e ,  o r  w h e n  yo u 
a re  dy ing ,  “Wha t  i s  you r  hope,  o r  j oy,  o r  c rown o f 
re jo i c ing?  Are  no t  even  they  in  the  p re sence  o f  our 
Lord  Je su s  Chr i s t ,  a t  h i s  coming?  For  they  a re  your 
g lor y  and  joy.” I  know not  how to  l eave  th i s  a r t i c l e,
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o r  how to  do  any th ing  l i ke  j u s t i c e,  t o  i t .  I t  i s ,  my 
d e a r  b ro t h e r ,  t h e  s u b l i m e  a n d  t h e  m o m e n t o u s  e n d 
of  your  func t ion  tha t  re f l ec t s  so  much  honour  upon 
i t ,  a nd  a t t a c h e s  s o  much  impo r t a n c e  t o  i t .  Th i ng s 
c o m m o n  o r  m e a n  i n  t h e m s e l ve s  m ay  a c q u i r e  u n - 
speakable  exce l lence and g randeur  by a s soc ia t ion and 
de s t i ny.  You r  o f f i c e  i s  f requen t l y  he l d  f o r t h  i n  t h e 
Sc r ip tu re  by  image s  de r ived  f rom emp loyment s ,  ab- 
s t r a c t ed l y  con s i de red ,  r a the r  humble  th an  g lo r iou s ; 
bu t  the  we igh t  i t  a cqu i re s  f rom re l a t i on  and  de s i gn 
i s  neve r  fo r  a  moment  l e f t  ou t .  You  a re  “ a  so ld i e r,” 
b u t  i t  i s  i n  “ t h e  g o o d  f i g h t  o f  f a i t h .” Yo u  a r e  a 
“ f i s h e r ,” b u t  “ a  f i s h e r  o f  m e n .” Yo u  a r e  a  “ l a - 
b o u re r ,” bu t  a  “ l a b o u re r  t og e t h e r  w i t h  G o d .” Yo u 
a re  a  “ bu i l d e r ,” bu t  i t  i s  i n  “God ’s  bu i l d i n g .” You 
are a “watchman,” but you “watch for souls.”

You watch for Souls for whom the Lord 
	 Did heavenly bliss forego; 
For Souls that must for ever live 
	 In raptures or in woe.

Thu s  a  sma l l  i n s i gn i f i c a n t  p i e c e  o f  p ap e r  i s  c on - 
ve r t ed  in to  a  bank  no te,  and  by  a  sove re ign  impre s - 
s i on  be come s  cu r ren t  f o r  a  t hou s and  pound s .  Thu s 
Raphae l  took  a  ro l l  o f  c anva s ,  o f  wh i ch  the  weave r 
t h o u g h t  n o t h i n g ,  a n d  t h e  ve n d e r  n o t h i n g :  bu t  h e 
th rew down upon  i t  h i s  immor t a l  t i n t s ,  and  bade  i t 
become the  admi r a t ion  o f  the  wor ld .  And  thu s .  S i r, 
your off ice r i ses into ineff able g reatness ,  by taking the 
soul of man for its subject, and eternity for its aim.

A g a i n .  L e t  u s  a p p e a l  t o  i t s  a d a p t a t i o n  t o  u s e f u l - 
n e s s .  A  m i n i s t e r  i s  t h e  s a m e  t o  a  C h r i s t i a n  a s  a 
ma s t e r  to  a  pup i l .  The  pup i l ,  l e f t  to  h imse l f ,  wou ld 
be  neg lec t fu l ;  o the r  th ing s  wou ld  c rowd in ,  and  the 
l e s s o n  b e  o f t e n  f o r g o t t e n .  B u t  t h e  m a s t e r ,  by  h i s
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f i xed  and  re gu l a r  a t t en t i on s ,  ke ep s  o f f  n eg l e c t  a nd 
f o r g e t f u l n e s s .  T h o u g h  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  a r e  i n  t h e 
hands  o f  a l l ,  and  a l l  a re  commanded to  sea rch  them, 
we know what  a re  the  avoca t ions ,  in te r r upt ions ,  and 
ind i f f e rence s  o f  the  genera l i t y  o f  mank ind .  The  mi- 
n i s t e r ,  by  h i s  s e p a r a t i o n  f ro m  “ t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  t h i s 
l i f e ,” a n d  g i v i n g  h i m s e l f  “ w h o l l y  t o  r e a d i n g ,  a n d 
med i t a t i on ,  and  p r aye r,” i s  l i ke l y  t o  b e come  be t t e r 
acqua inted wi th  the  extent  o f  reve la t ion than other s ; 
and  wi l l  be  able  to  un i te  wha t  l i e s  in  the  Sc r ip ture s 
s c a t t e r e d ;  t o  p a r t i c u l a r i z e  w h a t  i s  g e n e r a l ,  a n d  t o 
a p p l y  w h a t  i s  c o m m o n .  H e  h a s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o 
p lace  th ings  so  d i rec t ly  be fore  the  mind,  tha t  i t  can- 
no t  ge t  by  them unobse r ved ;  and  so  to  cha r ac t e r i z e 
i n d iv i d u a l s ,  t h a t  h e a r e r s  c a n n o t  e l u d e  t h e  f i n g e r - 
ch a r ge  o f  con s c i ence,  “Thou  a r t  t h e  man .” He  fo l - 
lows hi s  hearer s  into the var ious  re la t ions  of  l i fe,  and 
t r a i n s  o f  cond i t i on ,  a nd  p re s en t s  t h e  mo s t  s u i t a b l e 
d i rec t ion s ,  war n ing s ,  c au t ion s ,  and  encouragement s . 
He  s tud ie s  t emper s ,  and  p re jud i ce s ,  and  in f i r mi t i e s , 
and  u rge s  e ach  by  the  mos t  app ropr i a t e  mot ive s ;  he 
b end s  t o  c i r c ums t a n c e s ,  a nd  b e come s  a l l  t h i n g s  t o 
a l l  m e n ,  i f  by  a ny  m e a n s  h e  m i g h t  s ave  s o m e .  I n 
no th ing  doe s  t he  w i sdom o f  God  appea r  more  th an 
i n  s u ch  an  appo in tmen t .  Ju l i an  t he  apo s t a t e  wa s  s o 
s t r uck wi th the  impor tance of  such an ins t i tu t ion,  in 
o rde r  to  ma in t a in  o r  sp read  any  sy s t em,  tha t  he  had 
t hough t s  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  Pa g an  m in i s t r y  h im s e l f , 
fo r  the  rev iva l  and promot ion o f  hea then i sm.  Indeed 
w h a t  c a n  e q u a l  t h e  a d va n t a g e  o f  a  l i v i n g  a d d r e s s 
f rom man to  man ,  where  number s  a re  a s s embled  to- 
ge the r  in  s i l ence,  the  p l ace  they  occupy  s ac red ,  and 
a l l  rem inded  th a t  t hey  a re  i n  t he  p re s ence  o f  God? 
No o the r  mode  o f  communica t ing  in fo r ma t ion  wi th
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wh i ch  we  a re  a cqua in t ed ,  o r  wh i ch  we  a re  ab l e,  t o 
conc e ive ,  c an  awaken  h a l f  t h e  a t t e n t i on ,  o r  e x c i t e 
h a l f  t he  i n t e re s t ,  a s  t he  o rd in ance  o f  p re a ch ing  the 
word :  i t  i s  no t  on l y  t h e  unde r s t and ing  s p e ak ing  t o 
t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  bu t  t h e  h e a r t  s p e a k i n g  t o  t h e 
hea r t ,  and  the  consc ience  to  the  consc ience.  By  th i s 
eng ine,  i f  w i s e l y  u s ed ,  eve r y  powe r  o f  t h e  m ind  i s 
p l i ed ,  and  ever y  f ee l ing  o f  the  sou l  i s  touched .  God 
fo rb id  we  shou ld  eve r  unde r va lue  the  B ib l e,  ye t  we 
a r e  a c c u s t o m e d  t o  s ay  “ T h e  g o s p e l  i s  c o m e ” i n t o 
such a town or vi l lage,  when i t  beg ins  to be preached 
t h e re ;  a n d  t h e re  i s  a  p ro p r i e t y  i n  t h e  r e m a r k :  f o r 
though the gospe l  was  there  before  in  the Scr iptures , 
i t  wa s  the re  a s  a  reve l a t i on  on ly,  no t  a s  a  d i s pen s a - 
t i o n .  I t  wa s  t h e r e  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  e ye ,  b u t  n o t 
addre s sed  to  the  ea r,  and  “ f a i th  cometh  by  hea r ing .” 
T h e r e  wa s  t h e  “ h a m m e r ,” a s  G o d  c a l l s  h i s  wo rd ; 
bu t  no  hand  to  s t r i ke  w i th  i t ;  The re  wa s  the  t r um- 
pe t ;  bu t  no t  the  man to  pu t  i t  to  h i s  mouth ,  tha t  i t 
m i gh t  “ g ive  a  c e r t a i n  s ound .” The re  wa s  t h e  s e ed , 
bu t  no t  t h e  s owe r ;  a nd  i t  i s  t h e  s e ed ,  no t  l y i ng  i n 
the  bar n ,  but  sown,  tha t  y ie ld s  “ f i r s t  the  bl ade,  then 
the  e a r,  and  a f t e r  t h a t  t he  f u l l  co r n  in  the  e a r.” To 
a l l  t h i s  we  may  add—tha t  b ap t i sm ,  a s  an  o rd in ance 
o f  God,  i s  to  be  admini s te red .—That  churches  a re  to 
be  for med,  and member s  added to  them,  a s  sou l s  a re 
conver ted .—That  the  Lord ’s  supper  i s  to  be  d i sposed 
t o  t h e  hou s eho l d  o f  God .—Tha t  h i s  s h e ep  and  h i s 
l ambs  a re  to  be  watched and fed .—That  d i sc ip l ine  i s 
to be mainta ined,  and of fender s  suspended or  cut  of f . 
Can a book, even an inspired book, do all this?

Once  more.  Le t  u s  appea l  t o  t he  s u c c e s s  by  wh i ch 
i t  h a s  b e en  owned  a nd  honou red .  How many  h ave 
been cal led by it  out of darkness into God’s marvel lous
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l i g h t !  O f  t h e  numbe r s  now  s e r v i n g  i n  t h i s  va l e  o f 
t e a r s ,  a n d  t h e  my r i a d s  a d o r i n g  b e f o re  t h e  t h ro n e , 
wha t  a n  immen s e  ma j o r i t y  a re  a cknow l edg i ng  t h a t 
i t  wa s  by  the  preach ing  o f  the  gospe l  tha t  a s  s inner s 
t h ey  we re  conve r t e d  f rom  t h e  e r ro r  o f  t h e i r  way s ! 
Ye t  b e  i t  r e m e m b e r e d ,  t h a t  t h e  u s e f u l n e s s  o f  t h e 
mini s t r y  i s  not  to  be conf ined to  conver s ion.  I t  he lp s 
t h o s e  mu c h  w h o  h ave  b e l i e ve d  t h ro u g h  g r a c e .  I t 
bu i l d s  t h e m  u p  i n  t h e i r  m o s t  h o l y  f a i t h ;  a n d  p re - 
s en t s  eve r y  man  pe r f e c t  i n  Chr i s t  Je su s .  How many 
o f  yo u  c a n  h e r e  b e a r  a  g r a t e f u l  t e s t i m o ny !  H ow 
o f ten  ha s  the  min i s t e r  been  to  you l ike  the  ange l  to 
Hag a r  i n  t h e  p a rch i n g  d e s e r t :  h e  h a s  o p ened  you r 
eye s  a n d  s h ew n  yo u  a  we l l !  H ow  o f t e n  h a s  h e  r e - 
moved your  fea r s ,  and  in sp i red  you wi th  ho ly  conf i - 
d e n c e !  H ow  o f t e n  h a s  h e  s t r e n g t h e n e d  yo u r  we a k 
hand s  and  con f i r med  you r  f e eb l e  knee s !  How o f t en 
ha s  he  comfor ted  you in  a l l  your  t r ibu la t ion ,  so  tha t 
you have re tur ned home able  to  f ace  wi th  f re sh  cou- 
r age  the  t r i a l s  o f  l i f e  aga in !  Perhaps  to  h im you owe 
your  re spec tab i l i ty  in  the  wor ld :  perhaps  to  h i s  wi se 
coun se l s  and  f a i t h fu l  rebuke s  you  owe  you r  p re s e r - 
va t ion  f rom a  f a l s e,  o r  a  f a t a l  s t ep,  tha t  wou ld  have 
i nvo l ve d  yo u  i n  m i s c h i e f  o r  r u i n — p e r h a p s  t o  h i m 
you  owe  even  you r  own  s e l f  b e s i d e .  Fo r  n e i t h e r  i s 
the  u se fu lne s s  o f  the  min i s t r y  to  be  judged  o f  by  i t s 
s av i n g  e f f e c t s .  I n  h ow  m a ny  way s  d o e s  i t  r e s t r a i n 
w h e re  i t  d o e s  n o t  c o nve r t ;  a n d  m o r a l i z e  w h e re  i t 
doe s  not  s anc t i fy !  Indeed ,  wi th  rega rd  to  the  mora l s 
and  we l f a re  o f  the  communi ty,  we  a re  pe r suaded ,  i f 
an  a ccu r a t e  compa r i son  cou ld  be  made,  much  more 
wou ld  be  found  to  depend  on  min i s t e r s  than  mag i s - 
t r a t e s .  I n  t h e  l a r g e n e s s  o f  o u r  w i s h e s ,  a n d  w h i l e 
re f l ec t ing  upon the  degenera te  s t a t e  o f  eve r y  ne igh-
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bourhood ,  a f t e r  a l l  the  means  u sed  fo r  the i r  amend- 
ment ,  we somet imes  compla in  too much,  and are  not 
awa re  o f  t h e  va r i e t y  a nd  t h e  d eg re e  o f  who l e s ome 
and happy  e f f ec t s  p roduced  by  re l ig ious  in s t i tu t ions . 
Were  ou r  a l t a r s  t h rown  down ,  ou r  s anc tu a r i e s  s hu t 
up,  and ever y mini s ter  s i lenced,  we should soon read, 
i n  f r i gh t f u l  s t y l e ,  t h e  va l ue  o f  an  o f f i c e  wh i ch  t oo 
many despise.

F i n a l l y.  We  a p p e a l  t o  t h e  d i v i n e  e n g a g e m e n t s . 
For,  my bre thren ,  God has  not  l e f t  the  in s t i tu t ion to 
i t s  na tu r a l  t endency :  ne i the r  a re  we  encouraged  and 
an ima t ed ,  w i th  reg a rd  t o  i t s  u t i l i t y,  by  ob s e r va t i on 
and  expe r i ence.  We  h ave  h i s  wo rd ,  upon  wh i ch  he 
ha s  c au s ed  u s  to  hope,  and  the  Sc r i p tu re  c anno t  be 
b roken .  He  h a s  s a i d ,  “ I n  a l l  p l a c e s  whe re  I  re co rd 
my  n a m e ,  I  w i l l  c o m e  u n t o  t h e e  a n d  I  w i l l  b l e s s 
t h e e .” H e  h a s  s a i d ,  “ I  w i l l  a b u n d a n t l y  b l e s s  h e r 
p rov i s i o n s ,  I  w i l l  f i l l  h e r  p o o r  w i t h  b r e a d .  I  w i l l 
a l so  c lo the  her  p r i e s t s  wi th  s a lva t ion ,  and  her  s a in t s 
s h a l l  s h o u t  a l o u d  f o r  j o y.” H e  h a s  s a i d ,  “ L o ,  I 
am with you always, even unto the end of the world.”

Now t h e s e  a re  no t  r ema r k s  d e s i g n ed  t o  l e n g t h en 
o u t  a  d i s c o u r s e ;  n e i t h e r  a r e  t h ey  g r e a t  swe l l i n g - 
wo rd s  o f  van i t y,  a r i s i n g  f rom a  w i s h  t o  g ive  a  d i s - 
p ropor t iona t e  impor t ance  to  a  c a l l i ng  in  wh i ch  the 
s p e a ke r  h i m s e l f  i s  p l a c e d .  T h ey  a r e  t h e  wo rd s  o f 
t r u t h  and  s obe r ne s s .  They  a re  re a s on ing s ;  t h ey  a re 
a r gumen t s ;  t h ey  a re  p roo f s :  a nd  t h e  mo re  t h ey  a re 
examined  f a i r l y  and  impar t i a l l y,  the  more  wor thy  o f 
coun t enance  and  suppo r t  w i l l  t he  m in i s t e r i a l  f unc - 
tion appear.

And the re fo re,  my young  f r i end ,  f ee l  the  wor th  o f 
your work,  and magni fy not  your se l f ,  but  your of f ice. 
A  pe r sona l  va lua t ion  wou ld .be  cen su r ab l e,  bu t  a  re -
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l a t i ve  i s  b o t h  a l l owa b l e  a n d  u s e f u l .  I t  i s  p e r f e c t l y 
compa t i b l e  w i th  humbl ene s s  o f  m ind ,  wh i l e  i t  w i l l 
p rec lude  though t l e s sne s s  and  l ev i t y ;  and  p reven t  a l l 
tho se  indecor ums  and  bu f fooner i e s ,  f rom which  you 
have  been  so  exemp l a r i l y  s e cu red ,  bu t  wh i ch  b r i ng 
d i s c r e d i t  o n  s o  m a ny  o f  o u r  r i s i n g  p r i e s t h o o d .  I t 
w i l l  make  you  f e e l  you r  re s pon s i b i l i t y ;  i t  w i l l  b e  a 
s ou rc e  o f  v i g i l a n c e,  c i rcumspec t i on ,  a nd  p r aye r ;  i t 
w i l l  in sp i re  you  wi th  a  ho ly  anx ie ty  to  wa lk  wor thy 
of the high vocation to which you are called.

And  you ,  the  member s  o f  th i s  church  and  cong re- 
g a t i o n ,  b e  a s s u r e d ,  t h a t  i n s t e a d  o f  r e bu k i n g  yo u r 
p l e a su re  on  such  an  occa s ion  a s  t h i s ,  we  pa r t ake  o f 
i t ,  “ a n d  j oy  a n d  r e j o i c e  w i t h  yo u .” Ye s ,  t h e s e  a r e 
r e a s o n s ,  w hy  yo u  s h o u l d  h a i l  t h e  m i n i s t r y  o f  t h e 
go spe l  w i th  wh i ch  you  a re  f avou red ,  and  i ndu l ge  a 
l ive l y  expec t a t i on  o f  b l e s s i ng s  f rom i t .  Bu t  t he  ex - 
p e c t a t i on  mu s t  no t  b e  unqu a l i f i e d .  We  w i sh  no t  t o. 
d im in i s h  t h e  re g a rd  you  f e e l ,  bu t  we  wou ld  pu r i f y 
the  p r inc ip l e,  we  wou ld  g ive  i t  a  s a f e  d i rec t ion ,  we 
wou ld  ke ep  i t  w i t h i n  p rope r  bound s .  We  t h e re f o re 
proceed,

I I .  To  o b s e r v e .  Th at  y o u  m ay  o v e r rat e  t h e 
m ini stry ;  and  to  spec i fy  the  in stance s  i n  wh ich 
your reliance upon it is improper.

A n d  F i r s t ,  I t  a p p e a r s  i n  l ay i n g  a n  u n d u e  s t r e s s  o n 
a  p a r t i c u l a r  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  i t s  o f f i c e r s .  M i c ah  t hough t 
nothing of  the character  of  hi s  pr ies t ,  i f  he had Levi- 
t i c a l  b lood  in  h im.  He might  be  a s  wicked  a s  Sa t an , 
i f  he  cou ld  p rove  l eg i t ima te  de s cen t :  and  the re fo re, 
t h o u g h  h e  k n ew  h i m  t o  b e  a n  i d l e ,  t i m e - s e r v i n g , 
hung r y  h i re l i ng ,  p ro s t i t u t i ng  h imse l f  t o  the  s e r v i c e 
o f  ido l s  to  get  a  p iece  o f  bread,  he  was  sa t i s f ied ,  and
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s ung  ou t  h i s  s upe r s t i t i ou s  con f i d ence ;  “Now know 
I  t h a t  t h e  L o rd  w i l l  d o  m e  g o o d ,  s e e i n g  I  h ave  a 
Lev i t e  to  my  p r i e s t .” Wha t  i gno r ance  and  de lu s ion , 
t o  e xpe c t  t h a t  t h e  d iv i n e  b l e s s i n g  wou l d  a s s u red l y 
f l ow  t h ro u g h  s u c h  f i n g e r s ,  m e re l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e 
t r i b e  t o  wh i ch  he  be l onged !  And  ye t  a re  t h e re  no t 
p e r s on s ,  i n  a  much  mo re  en l i gh t en ed  p e r i od ,  who 
a p p rox i m a t e  t h e  s a m e  f o l l y ?  S o m e,  w h a t eve r  m ay 
be  h i s  g i f t s  or  g race,  would  not  for  the  wor ld  hear  a 
man tha t  i s  not  ep i scopa l ly  s anct ioned—yet  wi l l  hear 
a ny  t h i n g  u p o n  e a r t h  t h a t  i s .  Ye a ,  we  h ave  b e e n 
to ld ,  that  in  th i s  countr y,  a l l  who wor ship out  of  the 
e s t abl i shed church a re  le f t  to  the  uncovenanted mer- 
c i e s  o f  God ;  tha t  a l l  the i r  min i s t e r s  a re  de s t i tu t e  o f 
a  l e g i t i m a t e  a u t h o r i z a t i o n ;  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  t h a t  a l l 
t h e i r  m i n i s t r a t i o n s  a r e  i nva l i d .  Ye t  i t  i s  n o t  m a ny 
yea r s  ago,  s ince  the  venerable  Seeker  f i l l ed  our  me- 
t ropo l i t a n  ch a i r ;  bu t  h e  wa s  b ap t i z ed  by  t h e  h and s 
o f  d i s s en t e r s ,  w i thou t  e i t h e r  god f a the r s  o r  godmo- 
t h e r s  t o  b e  a n swe r a b l e  f o r  h i m .  Ye t  h e  o r d a i n e d 
number s  to  the  s a c red  o f f i c e ;  and ,  wha t  i s  more  l a - 
men t ab l e  s t i l l ,  h e  b ap t i z ed  h i s  p re s en t  Ma j e s t y,  t he 
he ad  o f  t he  chu rch ,  a l l  o f  wh i ch ,  a c co rd ing  to  th i s 
p r inc ip l e,  wa s  nu l l  and  vo id ,  a s  be ing  pe r fo r med  by 
an of f ic ia tor  who e i ther  had no bapt i sm himse l f ,  or  a 
u s e l e s s  on e.  No r  wa s  t h i s  a  s o l i t a r y  i n s t a n c e .  I t  i s 
we l l  known  t h a t  B i s hop  Reyno l d s  i n  Eng l and ,  a nd 
H o p k i n s  i n  I r e l a n d ,  a n d  C o o p e r  a n d  L e i g h t o n  i n 
Scot l and ,  were  in  the  s ame d i lemma,  so  tha t  a l l  they 
d i d  p e r s o n a l l y,  a n d  a l l  t h a t  wa s  d o n e  by  t h o s e  o n 
whom th ey  l a i d  h and s ,  wa s  i l l e g a l  a nd  i n e f f e c t u a l ; 
and now, a la s !  i t  i s  to  be feared,  tha t  i t  i s  too l a te  to 
s top consequences ,  or even to ascer ta in the mult ipl ied 
d i r e c t i o n s  i n  w h i c h  t h e  u n h a l l owe d  s t r e a m s  h ave
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r un ! !—And  a re  t he re  pe r son s  p re t end ing  t o  s e r i ou s 
re l ig ion ,  who know the  impor tance  o f  doc t r ine,  and 
o f  h o l i n e s s  i n  a  m i n i s t e r ,  a n d  ye t  c a n  r e c o m m e n d 
p eop l e  t o  a t t e nd  on  a  man ,  me r e l y  b e c au s e  h e  i s  a 
Lev i te,  however  wre tched  in  l iv ing  and  teach ing  too 
—whi le  God has  p laced near  them a  man of  acknow- 
l e dged  god l i n e s s ,  a nd  who  p re a che s  “ a l l  t h e  wo rd s 
o f  t h i s  l i f e ? ” O  t e l l  i t  n o t  i n  G a t h .  “ W h a t  i s  t h e 
chaff to the wheat? saith the Lord.”

Bu t  l e t  u s  t u r n  f rom the  ep i s copa l i an  t o  t h e  a c a - 
d e m i c .  A  d e g re e  o f  t h e  s a m e  l e ave n  wo r k s  n e a r e r 
home.  I t  i s ,  b l e s s e d  b e  God ,  t h e  bo a s t  o f  t h e  d i s - 
senter s—forg ive us  th i s  wrong—that  among us ,  o f f ice 
n eve r  h a s  b e en ,  a nd  n eve r  c an  b e ,  a  s ub s t i t u t e  f o r 
m o r a l i t y  o f  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  t r u t h  o f  d o c t r i n e .  Ye t 
t h e re  wa s  a  t i m e — f o r  t h e re  i s  l e s s  o f  i t  t h a n  f o r - 
me r l y—when  a  m in i s t e r  wa s  r a t h e r  co l d l y  re c e ived 
and  l i gh t ly  rega rded ,  un le s s  he  had  been  brought  up 
a t  t h e  f e e t  o f  s ome  Gama l i e l .  We  a re  f a r  f rom  de - 
p re c i a t i ng  t h e  s choo l s  o f  t h e  p rophe t s .  A  t hou s and 
advantage s  a t tend a  so l id  educa t ion for  the  min i s t r y : 
and  i t  i s  pecu l i a r ly  de s i r able  in  th i s  age  o f  inc rea sed 
and  d i f f u s ed  know l edge,  f o r  young  men  t o  b e  i n i - 
t i a t ed  in to  the i r  work  th rough the se  exce l l en t  in s t i - 
t u t i on s ,  wh i ch  t he  g r a c e  o f  God  h a s  p rov ided .  Bu t 
i f  we abuse pr iv i leges  by lay ing too much s t re s s  upon 
them,  God wi l l  pour  con tempt  upon  our  p r ide,  and 
shew that  he can ca l l  a  man f rom the f ie ld ,  a s  wel l  a s 
f ro m  t h e  g rove .  S o m e  o f  o u r  m o s t  a c c e p t a b l e  a n d 
s u c c e s s f u l  p r e a c h e r s  h ave  b e e n ,  s h a l l  I  s ay,  r a t h e r 
i r r e g u l a r l y  i n t ro d u c e d :  b u t  w h a t  t h e y  wa n t e d  i n 
L ev i t i c a l  t r a i n i n g ,  t h ey  m a d e  u p  i n  d i l i g e n c e  a n d 
zea l :  and  wh i l e  the i r  more  l e a r ned  and  regu l a r  b re- 
th ren ,  who ra ther  looked su sp ic ious ly  towards  them,
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were  smooth ing the i r  du l l  per iods ,  and so f ten ing the 
tone  o f  the  be l l s ,  whose  “d rowsy  t ink l ing s  were  to. 
lu l l  the dis tant folds ,” these men, with burning words, 
and fer vent  in  sp i r i t ,  r ushed for th and ca l led s inner s , 
to repentance.

S o m e  r e g a rd  o n l y  a  m a n  o f  g e n i u s  a n d  s p l e n d i d 
ab i l i t i e s .  Ta l en t s  a re  the  g i f t s  o f  God ;  and  i t  i s  de - 
l ight fu l  to  see  ex tens ive  l ea r n ing ,  a  pro found under- 
s t and ing ,  the  power  o f  re a son ing ,  and  e loquence  o f 
speech ,  consec ra ted  to  the  u se  o f  the  s anc tua r y.  But 
i t  i s  no t  to  be  concea l ed ,  tha t  men  o f  the  migh t i e s t 
f ame  w i l l  b e  s u r rounded  he re a f t e r  by  a  sma l l  num- 
be r  o f  conve r t s ,  compared  wi th  some whose  na tu r a l 
a n d  a c q u i r e d  e n d ow m e n t s  n eve r  r a i s e d  t h e m  i n t o 
c e l eb r i t y ;  bu t  who  deep l y  knew,  and  a f f e c t i ona t e l y 
p reached ,  Je su s  Chr i s t  and  h im c r uc i f i ed .  The  t re a - 
su re  i s  pu t  in to  e a r then  ve s s e l s ,  t h a t  the  exce l l ency 
o f  t h e  power  may  appe a r  t o  be  o f  God ,  and  no t  o f 
man .  Dr.  Owen ,  e a r l y  in  h i s  m in i s t r y,  wen t  to  hea r 
Dr.  Ca lamy,  one of  the  most  f amous  preacher s  o f  the 
d ay.  A f t e r  wa i t i n g  i n  t h e  p l a c e  f o r  s o m e  t i m e,  h e 
s aw  a s c end ing  t h e  pu l p i t  a  p l a i n  coun t r y  man ,  and 
f e l t  d i s po s ed  t o  w i t hd r aw ;  bu t  r eve ren c e  f o r b ad e . . 
He  wa s  s oon  s t r u ck  w i th  h i s  p r aye r,  and  s t i l l  mo re 
wi th  h i s  s e r mon .  Hi s  t ex t  wa s  “O ye  o f  l i t t l e  f a i th , 
whe re fo re  do  ye  doub t ?” and  he  en t e red  so  expe r i - 
menta l ly  in to  the  doubt s  o f  God’s  peop le,  and so  s a- 
t i s f actor i ly  solved them, that  the mind of  thi s  “pr ince 
o f  d i v i n e s ,” a s  C e c i l  c a l l s  h i m ,  wa s  s o  e f f e c t u a l l y 
r e l e a s e d  f ro m  a  bu rd e n  o f  d i s t r e s s ,  t h a t  f ro m  t h a t 
hou r  h e  wen t  on  h i s  way  re j o i c i n g .  And  I  kn ew  a 
man who was  once hear ing a  mini s ter,  whose preach- 
i n g  wa s  ve r y  i n f e r i o r  t o  h i s  c h a r a c t e r .  A t  f i r s t  h e 
wa s  much  d i s a ppo in t ed ,  a nd  a  n augh t y  t empe r  wa s
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wo rk ing  i n  h im ;  bu t  h e  re c e ived ,  h e  hope s ,  a  ve r y 
s a l u t a r y  r e buke  by  s e e i n g  a t  t h e  end  o f  t h e  p ew  a 
poor Woman bathed in tear s ,  under thi s  ver y ser mon; 
and  he  s a id  to  h imse l f  “what  God ha s  s anc t i f i ed  ca l l 
no t  t hou  common .” A  sp r uce,  s e l f - conce i t ed  young 
div ine was  recent ly  in company,  tur ning into r id icule 
a  ve r y  p l a in ,  but  l abor ious ,  u se fu l  p reacher  in  a  v i l - 
l a g e.  The re  a re  o c c a s i on s  when  i f  we  we re  t o  ho l d 
ou r  pe ace,  t he  ve r y  s tone s  wou ld  c r y  ou t .  A  s en io r 
min i s t e r  the re fo re  s a i d ,  “S i r,  I  neve r  hea rd  any  one 
admi re  you ,  excep t  your s e l f ;  bu t  I  have  hea rd  many 
s p e ak  we l l  o f  t h e  l a bou r s  o f  t h i s  good  man .  I  h ave 
neve r  hea rd  o f  any  good  you  have  done ;  bu t  I  h ave 
admitted two member s into my church, both of whom 
we r e  l a t e l y  a w a k e n e d  b y  h i s  w a r m  a n d  f a m i l i a r 
addresses.”

S o m e  a r e  e n t i r e l y  w r a p p e d  u p  i n  a  f avo u r i t e .  A 
p re f e ren c e  i s  a l l owab l e ;  a nd  I  hope  i t  w i l l  a lway s , 
among you,  be in  f avour  of  the man you have volun- 
t a r i l y  c h o s e n .  B u t  h e  c a n n o t ,  h e  o u g h t  n o t  t o  b e 
a lway s  con f i n ed  t o  t h i s  pu l p i t .  O the r s  mu s t  p re a ch 
occ a s i ona l l y ;  and  how cen su r ab l e  w i l l  i t  b e  i f  t h ey 
l o o k  d ow n  a n d  s e e  e m p t y  p ew s ;  i f  t h ey  wa t c h  i l l 
v i s age s  coming  up  the  a i s l e s ,  and  ma l ignan t  f e a tu re s 
in  the  sea t s—tha t  s eem to  s ay  to  God,  tha t  he  cou ld 
n o t  b l e s s  t h e m  n ow,  i f  h e  wo u l d !  S o m e ,  i f  t h e y 
know i t ,  w i l l  no t  go  un l e s s  t he i r  i do l  i s  t o  p re a ch ; 
bu t  when  he  i s  p re s en t ,  i t  i s  enough ;  they  th ink  o f 
n o t h i n g  e l s e ;  a n d  g o  w i t h  t h e  p r e s u m p t i o n  “ n ow 
k n o w  I  t h a t  t h e  L o r d  w i l l  d o  m e  g o o d .” “ B u t 
might  not  th i s  idola t r y  jus t ly  provoke God to remove 
th i s  robber  o f  h i s  g lor y,  or  to  render  h i s  ser v ices  un- 
p ro f i t a b l e ? ” “ Fo r  a r e  ye  ye t  c a r n a l ?  Fo r  w h e r e a s 
there i s  among you envying,  and s t r i fe,  and divi s ions ,
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a re  ye  no t  c a r n a l ,  and  wa lk  a s  men?  Fo r  wh i l e  one 
s a i t h ,  I  am  o f  Pau l ;  a nd  ano th e r,  I  am  o f  Apo l l o s ; 
a r e  ye  n o t  c a r n a l ?  W h o  t h e n  i s  Pa u l ,  a n d  w h o  i s 
Apol lo s ,  but  min i s te r s  by  whom ye  be l i eved ,  even a s 
t h e  L o r d  g a v e  t o  e v e r y  m a n ?  I  h a v e  p l a n t e d , 
A p o l l o s  wa t e r e d ;  b u t  G o d  g ave  t h e  i n c r e a s e .  S o 
t h en ,  n e i t h e r  i s  h e  t h a t  p l a n t e t h  any th i ng ,  n e i t h e r 
he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase.”

S e c o n d l y.  Yo u  i m p r o p e r l y  r e l y  u p o n  i t ,  w h e n 
yo u  v i ew  i t  a s  t h e  o n l y  m e d i u m  o f  u s e f u l n e s s .  I t  i s 
owing to th i s ,  tha t  some pious  men,  concer ned to do 
good (and such a  concer n i s  natura l  to  the new crea- 
ture ) ,  a re  eager  to  ente r  the  s ac red  o f f i ce  when they 
h ave  l i t t l e  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  f ro m  t h e  P rov i d e n c e  o f 
God .  Hence  they  o f t en  l e ave  the i r  c a l l i ng s ,  and  in- 
vo lve  themse lve s  i n  wor ld l y  d i f f i cu l t i e s—not  con s i - 
de r i ng  th a t  t he re  a re  numbe r l e s s  way s  i n  wh i ch  we 
may  g lo r i fy  God and  se r ve  our  genera t ion  accord ing 
to hi s  wi l l ,  without our as suming the mini s ter ia l  cha- 
r a c t e r .  Pa u l  s p e a k s  eve n  o f  “ wo m e n  t h a t  l a b o u re d 
w i t h  h im  i n  t h e  go s p e l  no t  by  p re a c h i n g ,  f o r  t h i s 
he interdic t s ,  but  by in f luences  and exer t ions  becom- 
ing thei r  sex and thei r  condi t ion in l i fe.  And,  bles sed 
be God in  our  day,  we know how to under s tand th i s . 
We have  mu l t ip l i ed  p roo f s  tha t  f ema le s  c an  co-ope- 
r a t e  wi th  min i s t e r s  in  the  advancement  o f  the  cau se 
o f  G o d .  Wi t n e s s  t h o s e  yo u n g  wo m e n  w h o  d evo t e 
so  many  o f  the i r  l e i su re  hour s  to  the  in s t r uc t ion  o f 
o u r  S u n d ay  s c h o o l s .  W i t n e s s  t h o s e  m o t h e r s  a n d 
g randmother s ,  who f rom ch i ld ren  teach  the i r  T imo- 
thies  to know the Holy Scr iptures ,  which are able  to; 
make  them wi se  unto  s a lva t ion .  Wi tne s s  those  wive s 
who by their  “chas te  conver sa t ion coupled with fear,” 
a n d  “ t h e  o r n a m e n t  o f  a  m e e k  a n d  q u i e t  s p i r i t ,”
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“w in” t h e i r  hu s b and s  “w i t hou t  t h e  wo rd .” Wi tne s s 
t ho s e  s e r van t s  who  by  e a r l y  r i s i n g ,  a nd  o rd e r,  a nd 
c l e a n l i n e s s ,  a nd  f i d e l i t y,  a nd  no t  a n swe r i n g  a g a i n , 
“adorn the doctr ine of  God our Saviour in a l l  things.” 
A  m a n  m ay  c a r r y  o n  bu s i n e s s ,  a n d  d evo t e  a  g o o d 
p o r t i o n  o f  i t  t o  t h e  s u p p o r t  a n d  s p r e a d i n g  o f  t h e 
go s p e l :  a nd  h e  l a bou r s  f o r  God  i n  t h e  s hop,  wh i l e 
a no th e r  p l e a d s  f o r  h im  i n  t h e  pu l p i t :  a nd  I  f e e l  i t 
my  d u t y  t o  p r ay  f o r  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  t r a d e s m a n 
as well as of the preacher.

And a s  God i s  not  to  be  conf ined to  th i s  expedient 
in  doing good by  u s ,  ne i ther  i s  He to  be  conf ined to 
i t  in  do ing  good t o  u s .  The  Holy  One o f  I s r ae l  may 
l im i t  u s ,  bu t  we  mu s t  no t  l im i t  H im .  He  dwe l l e t h 
not  exc lu s ive ly  in  t emple s  made  wi th  hands :  ne i the r 
a re  min i s te r s  the  on ly  mediums o f  h i s  g rac ious  com- 
municat ions.  Preaching i s  indeed the ordinary means - 
by  w h i c h  H e  c o nve r t s ,  e d i f i e s ,  a n d  c o m f o r t s  H i s 
p eop l e ;  a nd  H i s  p eop l e  t h e re f o re  p r i z e  i t ;  a nd  He 
induce s  even  tho se  who  neve r  had  the  advan t age  to 
long  a f t e r  i t ;  and  He  wi l l  no t  s anc t ion  our  neg l ec t , 
not  even our occas iona l  neglect ,  not  even the neglect 
o f  the  week-day  se r v i ce,  when i t  i s  in  our  power  to 
a t tend.  Yet  per sons  may be  ca l l ed  to  t r ave l  in  “a  dr y 
a nd  t h i r s t y  l a nd  whe re  no  wa t e r  i s .” They  may  b e 
removed by bus ines s  into a  ne ighbourhood where the 
d i s p e n s a t i o n  o f  t h e  g o s p e l  i s  n o t  e n j oye d .  T h e y 
may  b e  con f i n ed  by  a c c i d en t ,  d i s e a s e ,  o r  i n f i r m i t y 
f rom the  cou r t s  o f  t he  Lo rd ,  i n  a  k ind  o f  dome s t i c 
ex i l e—But  in  ca se s  l ike  the se,  when they  a re  unable 
to  fo l l ow Him,  He  wi l l  f o l l ow them.  He  wi l l  t e a ch 
them by  the  rod ,  when  they  c anno t  he a r  t he  word . 
He  w i l l  be  “ a  l i t t l e  s anc tua r y  to  them in  the  mid s t 
o f  the  hea then :” and  where  they  l i t t l e  expec ted  any
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th ing e i ther  o f  God or  g lor y,  g ive  them rea son o f ten 
to  exc l a im “Thi s  i s  no  o the r  bu t  the  house  o f  God , 
a nd  t h i s  i s  t h e  g a t e  o f  h e aven .” And  h ave  you  no t 
found pr ivate devot ion,  the reading of  the Scr iptures , 
f ami ly  wor sh ip,  meet ing s  fo r  soc i a l  p rayer,  Chr i s t i an 
conver sa t ion—have you not  found these  pro f i t able  a s 
well as the ministry of the word?

Th i rd l y.  I t  i s  undu l y  re g a rd ed  when  you  s uppo s e 
i t  c a n  do  you  a ny  good  w i t h o u t  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e 
Sp i r i t  o f  God .  Th i s  i s  a  l e s son  wh ich  min i s t e r s  mus t 
l e a r n .  In  p ropor t ion ,  my  dea r  b ro the r,  a s  you  l e a r n 
i t ,  you a re  l ike ly  to  be  u se fu l .  I t  wi l l  make  you,  not 
l e s s  s t ud iou s ,  bu t  mo re  p r aye r f u l .  You  w i l l  honou r 
God more by your dependence,  and them that  honour 
H i m ,  H e  w i l l  h o n o u r .  Yo u  w i l l  t h e n  a l s o  b e  e n - 
couraged  and  an ima ted  in  your  work ,  no t  accord ing 
to the deg ree of  your  lear n ing,  or  e loquence,  or  rea- 
son ing  power s ,  bu t  the  su f f i c i ency  o f  h i s  g r a ce  and 
t h e  p r o m i s e  h e  h a s  g i v e n :  “ A s  t h e  r a i n  c o m e t h 
down,  and  the  snow f rom heaven ,  and  re tur ne th  not 
th i the r,  bu t  wa te re th  the  ea r th ,  and  make th  i t  b r ing 
f o r t h  and  bud ,  t h a t  i t  may  g ive  s e ed  t o  t h e  s owe r, 
a n d  b r e a d  t o  t h e  e a t e r ;  s o  s h a l l  my  wo rd  b e  t h a t 
goeth for th out of  my mouth:  i t  sha l l  not retur n unto 
me void ;  but  i t  sha l l  accompl i sh  tha t  which I  p lea se, 
and  i t  sh a l l  p ro spe r  in  the  th ing  where to  I  s en t  i t .” 
x knd  p eop l e  mu s t  l e a r n  t h i s  l e s s on ,  i f  t h ey  wou l d 
he a r  t o  p ro f i t .  God  wou ld  be  a c ce s s a r y  t o  i do l a t r y, 
h ad  h e  e s t a b l i s h ed  any  re l i g i ou s  me an s  t h a t  wou l d 
become subs t i tu te s  fo r  h i s  p re sence,  o r  d raw you o f f 
f ro m  d e p e n d e n c e  u p o n  h i m s e l f .  H e  w i l l  c o nv i n c e 
you  by  exper i ence,  a s  we l l  a s  Sc r ip tu re,  tha t  in s t r u- 
men t s ,  howeve r  s u i t a b l e  i n  t h emse l ve s ,  a nd  t hough 
d iv ine ly  appo in ted ,  can  do  noth ing  wi thout  h i s  own
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agency. He will bring you to look beyond means, and to cease 
from man; for in this, as well as in every thing else, 

“Sure as on creatures we depend, 
Our “hopes in disappointment end.” 

The gospel is expressly cal led “the ministration of the 
Spir it,” and it is so denominated, not only to account for its 
revelation, but its efficiency. “Our gospel,” says the apostle 
to the Thessalonian converts, “came to you not in word only, 
but in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance.” 
When Paul and Barnabas went forth preaching, “the hand of 
the Lord was with them,” and as the result, “many believed 
and turned unto the Lord.” 

Fourthly, You improperly rest upon it when you imagine it 
can do you good without your own concern and concurrence. 
There are some who seem to believe that preaching is to operate 
like a charm; and that it is enough to wear the talisman, without 
thinking of it. They appear to confound it with those physical 
causes in nature, which act without our anxiety or even our 
knowledge. The process of digestion, the circulation of the 
blood, the secretion and mixture of the spir its and fluids, all 
these agencies go on as well when we are asleep as when we 
are awake.

But is this the case with your relig ious instruction and 
improvement? Can these go on, not only when you are 
attentive to the word, but when you are slumbering under it? 
Moral means can only operate morally. Even the influence 
of the Spir it does not supersede or even alter this process. 
When God sanctif ies our powers, he engages and employs 
them He does  not  work upon man as  mechanics  work 
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upon  de ad  ma t t e r,  whe re  t h e  t imbe r  and  t h e  s t one 
a r e  u n c o n s c i o u s  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  s aw  a n d 
t h e  c h i s e l ,  a n d  s e n s e l e s s  o f  t h e  u s e s  f o r  w h i c h 
t h ey  a re  p rep a r i n g  t h em .  God  doe s  no t  wo rk  up o n 
u s  a t  a l l .—He  wo rk s  i n  u s :  a nd  h e  wo rk s  i n  u s  t o 
w i l l  a nd  t o  d o.  S o  t h a t  wha t  h e  do e s  f o r  u s  i s  no t 
ye t  d o n e  w i t h o u t  u s .  We  a r e  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t s  a s 
we l l  a s  t h e  s u b j e c t s  o f  h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  H e  t e a c h e s , 
bu t  he  doe s  not  l ea r n .  He  doe s  not  repent ,  bu t  l ead s 
u s  t o  r e p e n t a n c e .  H e  d o e s  n o t  p r ay,  b u t  i n c l i n e s 
and enables us to pray; and so of the rest.

Now le t  u s  app ly  th i s  ax iom to  the  ca se  be fore  u s . 
The  min i s t e r ’s  th ink ing  i s  no t  to  h inder  your  th ink- 
ing ,  bu t  to  a i d  i t .  Wha t  he  de l ive r s  w i l l  do  you  no 
good ,  bu t  a s  you  unde r s t and  i t ,  and  be l i eve  i t ,  and 
rece ive  i t ,  and  remember  i t ,  and  ac t  upon i t .  I f  you 
r e t i r e  a n d  p r a y  b e f o r e  yo u  g o ;  i f  yo u  e n t e r  t h e 
house  o f  God wi th  se r iousne s s ,  and  a sk  “Lord ,  wha t 
wi l t  thou have me to do?”—If ,  ins tead of  hear ing for 
o ther s ,  you app ly  to  your  own sou l s  the  doc t r ine  or 
t h e  du t i e s  you  he a r :  i f  you  re s o l ve  i n  t h e  s t reng th 
o f  t h e  Lo rd  t o  f o r s a ke  wha t eve r  you  s h a l l  b e  con - 
v inced  i s  wrong ,  and  to  pu r sue  t r u th ,  reg a rd l e s s  o f 
consequences ;  i f ,  laying as ide a l l  mal ice,  and a l l  gui le, 
and  hypoc r i s i e s ,  and  env i e s ,  and  a l l  ev i l  s p e ak ing s , 
a s  new-bor n babes  you des i re  the  s incere  mi lk  o f  the 
wo rd ,  t h a t  you  may  g row  t h e re by :—You  may  t h en 
re a s onab l y  and  s c r i p t u r a l l y  conc l ude  t h a t  God  w i l l 
s u re l y  do  you  good ,  and  tha t  your  coming  toge the r 
wi l l  be  fo r  the  be t te r,  and  not  fo r  the  wor se :  fo r  he 
h a s  s a i d ,  “ B l e s s e d  i s  t h e  m a n  t h a t  h e a r e t l i  m e , 
wa t c h i n g  d a i l y  a t  my  g a t e s ,  wa i t i n g  a t  t h e  p o s t s  o f 
my  d o o r s .” — “ B l e s s e d  a r e  t h ey  t h a t  h e a r  t h e  wo rd 
o f  God  and  do  i t .” “Whoso  looke th  in to  the  pe r f ec t
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l aw o f  l iber ty,  and c on t inue th  there in ,  he  be ing  not  a 
f o r g e t f u l  h e a r e r ,  b u t  a  d o e r  o f  t h e  w o r k ,  t h i s  m a n 
sh a l l  b e  b l e s s ed  i n  h i s  d eed .” Bu t  i f  you  come  he re 
f rom mere  cu s tom or  cur io s i ty ;  i f  you  come on ly  to 
cr i t ic i se,  or  to controver t ;  i f  you come,  l ike Ezekie l ’s 
heare r s ,  because  the  prophet  i s  l ike  “one tha t  ha th  a 
p l e a s an t  vo i c e,  and  c an  p l ay  we l l  on  an  i n s t r umen t 
i f  you  tu r n  a  so l emn o rd inance  in to  a  mere  amuse- 
m e n t ,  a n d  d i s r e g a rd  t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  c ro s s ,  i n 
que s t  o f  good  l anguage  and  f l i gh t s  o f  f ancy ;  i f  you 
b e g i n  w i t hou t  God ,  a nd  re t i r e  w i t hou t  r e f l e c t i on ; 
you  have  no  wa r r an t  to  hope  fo r  any  s av ing  advan- 
tage. Yea, it is the way

I I I .  To  tu r n  t h e  b l e s s i n g  i n to  a  c u r s e ;  an d 
t o  r e n d e r  t h e  m i n i s t ry  t h e  v e ry  p l e d g e  a n d 
occas i on  of  your  s p i r itual  and  eve r last i ng  i n - 
j ury  and  ru i n.  T h i s  i s  a  ve r y  aw f u l  p a r t  o f  o u r 
sub j ec t ,  no t  on ly  a s  the re  i s  a  po s s i b i l i t y  bu t  a l so  a 
p robab i l i t y  tha t  i t  wi l l  be  exempl i f i ed  in  many,  ve r y 
many,  who  a t t end  the  p re ach ing  o f  the  word .  Bu t  I 
dare not keep it back. I must remark four things.

F i r s t .  Yo u  a r e  i n  g r e a t  d a n g e r  o f  s o u l - d e l u s i o n . 
W hy  e l s e  d o e s  t h e  A p o s t l e  J a m e s  s ay,  “ B u t  b e  ye 
doe r s  o f  t h e  word ,  and  no t  he a re r s  on l y,  d e ce iv ing 
you r  own  s e l ve s ? ” I t  i s  a  t hou s and  t ime s  b e t t e r  t o 
h ave  a  wounded .  s p i r i t  t h an  a  s e a red  con s c i ence ;  a 
thousand t imes  bet ter  to  “wr i te  b i t ter  th ings  aga ins t” 
ou r s e l ve s  t h an  t o  “ c r y  p e a c e,  p e a c e,  when  t h e re  i s 
no  pe ace.” “Woe  to  them tha t  a re  a t  e a s e  i n  Z ion .” 
—But  obser ve  how the  man i s  lu l l ed  in to  a  be l i e f  o f 
h i s  r e l i g i on  a nd  s a f e t y,  when  h e  h a s  none.  We  a re 
too  p rone  to  th ink  we l l  o f  peop le  so l e l y  becau se  o f 
the i r  a t tachment  to  a  par t icu lar  p lace  of  wor ship.  We
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forge t  tha t  in  our  day  there  a re  few populous  ne igh- 
bourhoods  in  which the  Gospe l  i s  not  preached ;  and 
t h a t  an  a t t endance  may  be  ma in t a i n ed  on  t he  mo s t 
e v a n g e l i c a l  m e a n s  a c c o m p a n i e d  by  e ve r y  k i n d  o f 
conduc t ;  so  tha t  the  hab i t  i s  no  c r i t e r ion .  Yet  when 
p e r s o n s  b e c o m e  f r e q u e n t  a n d  f i xe d  h e a r e r s ,  w h e n 
t h ey  s e em  t o  l i s t e n  w i t h  a t t e n t i on ,  a nd  a re  a c cu s - 
t omed  t o  e xp re s s  t h e i r  a pp rob a t i on  o f  wha t  i s  d e - 
l ivered ,  we a re  too apt  to  se t  them down a s  dec ided , 
o r  a t  l e a s t  a s  ve r y  p rom i s i n g  c h a r a c t e r s ;  a nd  t h e i r 
reputat ion contr ibutes  to their  se l f-conf idence,  for we 
n a tu r a l l y  and  s t rong l y  l e an  t o  a  f avou r ab l e  op in ion 
e n t e r t a i n e d  o f  u s  by  o t h e r s .  T h e  d e l u s i o n  i s  i n - 
c rea sed  by  a t t a ch ing  themse lve s  to  the  min i s t r a t ion s 
o f  a  man noted for  h i s  p la in  dea l ing ,  and the i r  be ing 
ab l e  to  ab ide  a l l  h i s  f a i th fu lne s s  and  s eve r i t y,  wh i l e 
o the r s  a re  o f f ended  and  f l ee.  I t  i s  f ed  by  the  con s i - 
dera t ion tha t  they have been convinced and a l a r med; 
and tha t  in  the i r  t emporar y  and se l f i sh  d i s t re s s  some 
promise  occur red to the i r  mind,  which wi thout  hes i- 
t a t ion  they  app l i ed ,  and  f e l t  re l i eved .  I t  i s  s t reng th- 
ened ,  i f  t h ey  h ave  s ome t ime s  h e a rd  t h e  wo rd  w i t h 
joy,  and had the i r  na tura l  fee l ings  power fu l ly  exc i ted 
by  t h e  e l o q u e n c e  a n d  e n e r g y  o f  t h e  s p e a ke r .  A n d 
n ow — n ow,  n o t h i n g  c o m e s  p u r e  i n t o  t h e i r  m i n d s ; 
eve r y th ing  i s  p e r ve r t ed  and  po i soned  i n  i t s  p a s s a ge 
b y  t h i s  s e l f - d e l u s i o n .  T h e  s o r r ow  o f  t h e  wo r l d , 
wh ich  they  mus t  somet imes  f ee l ,  i s  v i ewed  by  them 
a s  tha t  god ly  sor row which worketh  repentance  unto 
l i f e .  T h e  a d m o n i t i o n s  o f  t h e  p re a c h e r ,  u r g i n g  t h e 
chi ldren of  promise  not  to  be  f a i th le s s  but  be l iev ing , 
they  app ly  to  themse lve s ,  and  repe l  wi th  ea r ne s tne s s 
ever y  susp ic ion of  the  rea l i ty  o f  the i r  re l ig ion,  ever y 
inducement  to  se l f -examinat ion a s  the tempta t ions  o f
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the devi l  to  doubt  and unbel ie f—whi le  wi thout  pa in , 
w i thou t  conce r n ,  t h ey  a re  l ed  t o  v i ew  the i r  wrong 
temper s ,  their  of fences  in word,  their  forget fu lness  of 
duty,  the coldness  of  thei r  zea l ,  and the re luctance of 
the i r  char i ty,  a s  the  in f i r mi t ie s  o f  the  dear  people  o f 
G o d ;  f o r  Pa u l  h i m s e l f  f e l t  a  l aw  i n  h i s  m e m b e r s 
wa r r ing  aga in s t  the  l aw o f  h i s  m ind ,  and  s a id  when 
he would do good, evil was present with him!

An a l a r m!  I  sound an a l a r m in  the  camp!—An ene- 
my ha s  c rep t  in ,  and i s  ha rboured under  the  mask  o f 
a  f r i end !  I  ha rd ly  know a  p l an  fo r  t r anqu i l l i z ing  the 
consc ience wi thout  put t ing i t  in  a  s t a te  o f  sa fe ty  l ike 
th i s .  I t  i s  an  expedient  tha t  requi re s  f a r  l e s s  s acr i f i ce 
a n d  s e l f - d e n i a l  t h a n  a ny  o t h e r  w i t h  w h i c h  we  a r e 
acqua in ted .  And a s  i t  i s  the  mos t  cheap,  so  i t  i s  the 
l ea s t  su spec ted ,  and there fore  the  l ike l i e s t  to  be  em- 
p loyed o f ten ,  by  a  be ing who can “ t rans for m himse l f 
i n t o  a n  a n g e l  o f  l i g h t .” F o r  t h i s  d e c e i v e r  t a k e s 
men ,  no t  on l y  a c co rd i n g  t o  t h e i r  t a s t e s ,  bu t  t h e i r 
conv i c t ion s .  Wha t  he  i s  do ing  in  the  work  o f  de lu- 
s i o n  i n  t h e  c h u r c h  o f  H o m e  by  p i l g r i m a g e s  a n d 
penance,  and  re l i c s ,  and  ho ly  wa te r,  he  i s  too  wi s e, 
too sk i l fu l  to  a t tempt by the same means  among Pro- 
t e s t a n t s .  H i s  p u r p o s e  wo u l d  b e  f r u s t r a t e d  by  t h e 
u s e  o f  f o l l i e s  s o  b a re  and  exp l oded .  He  knows  t h e 
d i f f e rence  be tween Madr id  and  London:  and  he  a l so 
knows  the  d i f f e rence  be tween cong rega t ions  hea r ing 
no th ing  bu t  mora l  doc t r ine  and  s a l va t ion  by  work s ; 
a n d  t h o s e  a s s e m b l i e s  w h i c h  a r e  b l e s s e d  “ w i t h  t h e 
t r u th  a s  i t  i s  i n  Je su s .” In  a  l a r ge  and  ve r y  g rowing 
c la s s  o f  Chr i s t i ans ,  both in the es tabl i shment  and out 
o f  i t ,  he  wi l l  not  des t roy (a l low me a  s t range phra se- 
o logy ) ,  a s  a  s upe r s t i t i ou s  and  s e l f - r i gh t eou s ,  bu t  a s 
an  evange l i c a l  d ev i l—by  the  ve r y  mean s  o f  g r a c e—
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by  a  mere  a t t endance  upon ,  and—a ba r ren  approba- 
tion of, a gospel minister.

S e c o n d l y.  Yo u  a r e  i n  g r e a t  d a n g e r  o f  p e n a l  o b - 
d u r a c y .  T h e r e  i s  s u c h  a  t h i n g  a s  j u d i c i a l  i m p e n i - 
t en cy.  I t  i s  i ndeed  no  o rd i n a r y  gu i l t  t h a t  p rovoke s 
i t ;  a s  we  s e e  i n  P h a r a o h ,  w h o s e  h e a r t  “ t h e  L o rd 
ha rdened .” And ,  I s  no t—le t  me  a sk ,  i s  no t  the  gu i l t 
o f  t h o s e  o f  yo u  w h o  s i t  u n d e r  t h e  s o u n d  o f  t h e 
Gospe l  f a i th fu l l y  and  a f f ec t iona te ly  p reached ;  i s  no t 
yo u r  g u i l t  p e c u l i a r l y  g r e a t ?  H ave  n o t  yo u  b e e n 
r e p rove d  a n d  wa r n e d  mu c h  o f t e n e r  t h a n  P h a r a o h ? 
H a s  n o t  G o d  s p o ke n  u n t o  yo u  by  h i s  S o n ?  H ave 
you  no t  h ad  “ l i f e  and  de a th  s e t  b e fo re  you” i n  t h e 
mos t  p l e a s i ng  and  aw fu l  f o r ms ?  Have  you  no t  been 
“woed  and  awed ,  b l e s s e d  and  ch a s t i s e d ? ” Have  no t 
the  me s s age s  o f  the  word  been  en fo rced  by  the  un- 
e a s i n e s s  o f  c on s c i en c e ;  t h e  a dmon i t i on s  o f  f r i e nd - 
s h i p ;  t h e  a f f l i c t i o n s  o f  P r ov i d e n c e ;  b y  p e r s o n a l 
s i c k n e s s ;  b y  f a m i l y  b e r e a ve m e n t s ?  Ye t  yo u  h a ve 
made- him, year  a f ter  year,  s t re tch for th hi s  hands  a l l 
the  day  long  to  a  d i sobed ien t  and  ga in s ay ing  peop le 
— a n d  i n  t h e  ve r y  “ p l a c e  o f  t h e  h o l y ” yo u  r e m a i n 
“ f i l t hy  s t i l l .” A n d  wo u l d  i t  t h e n  b e  wo n d e r f u l  i f 
God should send th i s  young mini s ter  wi th the d i re fu l 
commis s ion he  addre s sed  to  I s a i ah ,  “Go and te l l  th i s 
peop le.  Hear  ye  indeed ,  but  under s t and not ;  and  see 
ye  indeed ,  bu t  pe rce ive  no t .  Make  the  hea r t  o f  th i s 
peop le  f a t ,  and make the i r  ea r s  heavy,  and shut  the i r 
eye s ;  l e s t  t h ey  s e e  w i t h  t h e i r  eye s ,  a n d  h e a r  w i t h 
t h e i r  e a r s ,  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d  w i t h  t h e i r  h e a r t ,  a n d 
c o nve r t ,  a n d  b e  h e a l e d .” T h i s  c a n  b e  f u l f i l l e d  a s 
e f f e c tu a l l y  by  w i thho ld ing  a  ne ce s s a r y  i n f l u ence  a s 
by  any  pos i t ive  in f l i c t ion .  I f  food  be  depr ived  o f  i t s 
power to nour i sh ,  we die  in the mids t  o f  p lenty ;  yea ,
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w i t h  t h e  ve r y  e l emen t s  o f  l i f e  i n  ou r  l i p s .  And  do 
you apprehend no danger? Do you feel no dread?

I f  when  the  r a in  f e l l  upon  your  ne ighbour ’s  f i e l d , 
yo u r s  wa s  a lway s  s e e n  d r y  a n d  p a r c h e d :  i f ,  w h e n 
the  sun  shone  upon the  su r round ing  ga rdens ,  a  da rk 
c l oud  ove r sh adowed  you r s—you  wou ld  be  i n s t an t l y 
a l a r m e d — yo u  wo u l d  b e  f i l l e d  w i t h  h o r r o r — yo u 
wo u l d  i n q u i r e ,  [ by  w h a t  p e c u l i a r  o f f e n c e  yo u  h a d 
p rovoked  h im  to  s i gn a l i z e  you  a s  t h e  v i c t im  o f  h i s 
d i s p l e a su re.  And  ye t—ye t  you  f e e l  no th ing ,  t hough 
yo u  h ave  s e e n  nu m b e r s  awa ke n e d  a n d  c o nve r t e d , 
sanct i f ied and comfor ted by the word,  whi le you have 
rema ined  the  s ame  under  a l l  the se  s a lu t a r y  admin i s - 
t r a t ion s—perhap s  f ive—perhap s  t en—perhap s  twenty 
years—

But, setting aside a penal obduracy, there is—
T h i r d l y,  w h a t  m ay  b e  t e r m e d  a n  a c q u i r e d  i m p e - 

n i t e n c y,  t h e  n a t u r a l  r e s u l t  o f  c o n d u c t .  T h u s  a  h e a r t 
maybe  “ha rdened  th rough  the  dece i t f u lne s s  o f  s i n : ” 
s i n  f l a t t e r i ng  the  t r an s g re s so r  and  a l l u r i ng  h im on , 
t i l l  what  was  occa s iona l  becomes  cons tant ;  and prac- 
t ice  produces  conf i r med habi t s—and a s  wel l ,  s ays  the 
prophet ,  may  “ the  Eth iop ian  change  h i s  sk in ,  o r  the 
l eopa rd  h i s  spo t s ,  a s  they  l e a r n  to  do  good  who a re 
a c c u s t o m e d  t o  d o  ev i l .” A n d  t h e  h e a r t  i s  p e r h a p s 
equa l l y  ha rdened  by  a  cour se  o f  unsanc t i f i ed  f ami l i - 
a r i t y  wi th  the  o rd inance s  o f  re l i g ion .  No cha r ac te r s 
are so unl ikely to be wrought upon as  those who have 
h e a r d  t i l l  t h e y  a r e  “ p a s t  f e e l i n g ,” a n d  h ave  b e e n 
s e i z e d  w i t h  “ t h e  s p i r i t  o f  s l u m b e r .” W h e n  P a u l 
preached before  Fe l ix  and Drus i l l a ,  a s  he  rea soned of 
“ temperance,  r igh teousne s s ,  and  judgment  to  come,” 
wh i ch  o f  t h em  “ t remb l ed ? ” No t  D r u s i l l a—she  wa s 
a  J ewe s s :  bu t  F e l i x ,  w h o  wa s  a  h e a t h e n .  S h e  wa s
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accus tomed to the sparks ;  but  they were new to him, 
a n d  h e  s t a r t l e d .  H e  h a d  n eve r  h e a rd  t h e  b e l l  b e - 
f o r e — b u t  s h e  h a d  l i ve d  h a r d  by  t h e  c h u r c h ,  a n d 
cou ld  s l e ep  unde r  the  ch ime s ,  and  the  to l l i ng s  too. 
We  c an  u su a l l y  d i s t i ngu i sh  a  new hea re r  i n  ou r  a s - 
s e m b l i e s ;  h e  i s  s t r u c k ;  h e  l i s t e n s ;  a n d  s o m e t i m e s 
s eems  fo rced  to  do  i t  i n  sp i t e  o f  h imse l f .  Bu t  the re 
i s  o f t en  a  k i nd  o f  c a re l e s s  e a s e ,  a n  a i r  o f  i nd i f f e r - 
e n c e ,  a n  un s u s c ep t i b l e n e s s  o f  imp re s s i on ,  i n  o l d e r 
h e a r e r s ,  t h a t  s e e m  t o  s ay  “ We  k n ow  a l l  t h i s — a n d 
o n l y  k n ow  i t .” — I  c a n n o t  b e  c h a r g e a b l e  w i t h  p e r - 
s ona l  re f l e c t i on ,  a s  I  am  i gno r an t  o f  i nd iv i dua l s  i n 
t h i s  a s s e m b l y.  I  c a n  o n l y  d r aw  t h e  b ow  a t  a  ve n - 
t u re ,  bu t ,  O  God ,  i f  t h e  cu l p r i t  b e  p re s en t ,  d i re c t 
t h e  a r row  be tween  t h e  j o i n t s  a nd  t h e  h a r n e s s .  A re 
there  none here  who once heard ,  and fe l t  power fu l ly 
u n d e r  t h e  wo rd ?  Yo u  t h e n  f e a re d — yo u  we p t — yo u 
re s o l ved—you  p rom i s e d ,  you  f o r s ook  you r  v i c e s— 
you somet imes  even entered your  c lose t—you seemed 
t o  wa l k  w i t h  G o d .  B u t  a f t e r  a  t i m e  t h e s e  c o nv i c - 
t i on s  we re  s t a r ved  away,  and  you  re tu r ned  ag a in  t o 
f o l l y.  Yo u  n e g l e c t e d  p r i va t e  p r aye r ,  a n d  b e g a n  t o 
t ampe r  w i t h  s i n ;  a t  f i r s t  i n  s l i g h t e r  i n s t a n c e s ,  a nd 
t h en  i n  mo re  c r im in a l—and ,  p e rh ap s ,  t hough  con- 
cea led f rom the eye of  the world,  you are now l iv ing- 
i n  d i s hone s t y,  o r  d r unkenne s s ,  o r  c h a mbe r i n g  a n d 
wan tonne s s—and  ye t  re t a in  your  p l a ce  in  the  hou se 
o f  G o d .  A n d  n ow  n o t h i n g  yo u  h e a r  a f f e c t s  yo u — 
noth ing ,  however  th rea ten ing ,  a l a r ms  you—noth ing , 
however  tender,  mel t s  you.—But now, a f ter  the hard- 
ne s s ’ and  impen i t ence  o f  your  hea r t ,  you  come here 
“ t re a s u r i n g  up  w r a t h  a g a i n s t  t h e  d ay  o f  w r a t h  a nd 
revelation of the r ighteous judgment of God.” For

F i n a l l y,  yo u  a r e  e x p o s e d  t o  a g g r a va t e d  m i s e r y  a s
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t h e  f i n a l  r e s u l t  o f  m i s u s e d  p r i v i l e g e s .  I f  you  p e r i s h 
you wi l l  h ave  no  c loak  fo r  your  s i n ,  and  no  a l l ev i - 
a t ion  o f  your  pun i shment .  Your condemnat ion  f i r s t , 
w i l l  n o t  b e  t h e  c o n d e m n a t i o n  o f  a  H e a t h e n .  “ T h e 
men o f  Nineveh sha l l  r i s e  in  judgment  wi th  th i s  ge- 
n e r a t i o n ,  a n d  s h a l l  c o n d e m n  i t ;  b e c a u s e  t h ey  r e - 
p e n t e d  a t  t h e  p r e a c h i n g  o f  Jo n a s ;  a n d ,  b e h o l d ,  a 
g re a t e r  t h an  Jona s  i s  h e re.  The  queen  o f  t h e  s ou th 
sh a l l  r i s e  up  i n  t he  j udgmen t  w i th  t h i s  g ene r a t i on , 
and  sh a l l  condemn i t :  f o r  she  c ame  f rom the  u t t e r - 
mos t  pa r t s  o f  the  ea r th  to  hea r  the  wi sdom o f  So lo- 
mon ;  and ,  beho ld ,  a  g re a t e r  th an  So lomon i s  he re.” 
“Bu t  I  s ay  un to  you ,  i t  s h a l l  b e  more  t o l e r ab l e  f o r 
Tyre and S idon a t  the day of  judgment  than for  you.” 
Your  condemna t ion ,  s e cond ly,  w i l l  no t  be  the  con- 
d e m n a t i o n  o f  a  J e w .  “ S e e  t h a t  ye  r e f u s e  n o t  h i m 
t h a t  s p e ake th ;  f o r  i f  t h ey  e s c aped  no t  who  re f u s ed 
h i m  t h a t  s p a ke  o n  e a r t h ,  mu c h  m o re  s h a l l  n o t  we 
e scape,  i f  we tur n  away f rom him tha t  speaketh  f rom 
h e a v e n .” “ H e  t h a t  d e s p i s e d  M o s e s ’ s  l a w  d i e d 
wi thout  mercy  under  two or  three  wi tnes se s ;  o f  how 
m u c h  s o r e r  p u n i s h m e n t ,  s u p p o s e  ye ,  s h a l l  h e  b e 
thought wor thy, who hath trodden under foot the Son 
of  God,  and hath counted the blood of  the covenant , 
whe rew i th  he  wa s  s an c t i f i e d ,  an  unho l y  t h i ng ,  and 
h a s  d o n e  d e s p i t e  u n t o  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  g r a c e ? ” Your 
condemnat ion,  th i rd ly,  wi l l  not  be  the  condemnat ion 
o f  a  Chr i s t i an  i l l - in s t r uc ted  and  neg lec ted—the con- 
d emna t i on  o f  a  Pap i s t ,  who  wa s  d en i e d  t h e  u s e  o f 
the  Scr ip ture,  and led  by  a  bl ind  gu ide—or the  con- 
d e m n a t i o n  o f  a  P r o t e s t a n t ,  w h o  n eve r  h e a r d  “ t h e 
word  o f  h i s  g r a c e” t o  wh i ch  God  a l one  g ive s  “ t e s - 
t imony ; ” bu t  o f  one  who s e  p a s t o r  kep t  h im  a t  t h e 
f o o t  o f  t h e  c ro s s ,  a n d  w i t h  t e a r s  “ p r aye d  h i m  i n
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C h r i s t ’s  s t e a d  t o  b e  r e c o n c i l e d  u n t o  G o d .” Your s 
wi l l  no t  be,  four th ly,  the  condemna t ion  o f  a  d e v i l— 
The  e s t a t e  wh i ch  he  kep t  no t  i s  no th ing  compa red 
w i th  t h a t  wh i ch  you  h ave  re j e c t ed—Je su s  t ook  no t 
on  h im the  na tu re  o f  ange l s—They  neve r  neg l e c t ed 
“ s o  g re a t  s a l va t i on”—They  n eve r  re f u s ed  a  p a rdon 
—It was never offered them.

Ah!  s a id  S imeon a s  he  de l ive red  back  the  adorabl e 
babe  in to  the  a r ms  o f  h i s  mother—“Thi s  ch i ld  i s  s e t 
f o r  t h e  f a l l i n g  and  r i s i n g  a g a i n  o f  many  i n  I s r a e l .” 
The  s ame  may  be  s a i d  o f  t h e  de s t i ny  o f  t h i s  young 
m i n i s t e r .  S o m e — o h !  t h a t  i t  m ay  b e  m a ny ! — S o m e 
wil l  hai l  the hour they heard him, when they come to 
d ie,  and the  memor y o f  i t  wi l l  de l ight  them through 
a l l  e t e r n i t y.  O the r s—may  you  a l l  go  home  and  a s k 
“ L o rd ,  i s  i t  I ? ” — o t h e r s  w i l l  e xe c r a t e  t h e  d ay  h e 
a r r i ve d  a m o n g  t h e m .  O f  a l l  t h e  o b j e c t s  t h a t  w i l l 
h a u n t  t h e i r  w r e t c h e d  i m a g i n a t i o n s  h e r e a f t e r ,  t h e 
ch ie f  wi l l  be  the  f igure  o f  th i s  pu lp i t ;  and  o f  a l l  the 
food  fo r  the  wor m tha t  neve r  d i e s ,  and  the  fue l  fo r 
the  f i re  th a t  neve r  sh a l l  be  quenched ,  the  p r inc ipa l 
w i l l  be  the  s e r mons  wh i ch  he  ha s  de l ive red  in  va in 
f ro m  i t .  H i s  m i n i s t r y  c a n n o t  b e  n e u t r a l .  I t  m u s t 
b e  a  b l e s s i n g  o r  a  c u r s e .  I t  c a n n o t  b e  i n e f f i c i e n t . 
I t  mu s t  e i t h e r  k i l l  o r  c u r e — s ave  o r  d e s t roy.  “ Fo r 
we  a re  un to  God  a  swee t  s avour  o f  Chr i s t ,  i n  them 
tha t  a re  s aved ,  and  in  them tha t  pe r i sh .  To  the  one 
we  a re  t h e  s avou r  o f  d e a t h  un to  d e a t h ;  a nd  t o  t h e 
o t h e r  t h e  s avou r  o f  l i f e  un to  l i f e :  a nd  who  i s  s u f - 
ficient for these things?”
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THE MINISTER’S REQUEST:

A DISCOURSE,
DELIVERED AT ST. THOMAS SQUARE, HACKNEY, 

OCTOBER 31, 1811,

ON THE SETTLEMENT OF THE

REV. HENRY FORSTER BURDER, A.M.,

AS ASSISTANT PREACHER

TO THE REV. SAMUEL PALMER.
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THE MINISTER’S REQUEST.
“Brethren, pray for us.”—1 Thess. v. 25.

From wha t  a  t r i f l i ng  e l eva t i on  w i l l  one  man  look 
down upon another  with consequence,  i f  not  con- 

t emp t !  God  h a s  made  o f  one  b l ood  a l l  t h e  n a t i on s 
o f  t he  e a r th ;  he  h a s  de r ived  the  who l e  human  r a c e 
f rom  one  o r i g i n a l  p a i r ;  h e  h a s  i nve s t e d  t h em  w i t h 
the  s ame  f a cu l t i e s ,  he  ha s  rende red  them capabl e  o f 
the  s ame  s a t i s f a c t ion s ,  he  ha s  sub jec ted  them to  the 
s ame  wan t s  and  in f i r mi t i e s—and  thu s  he  ha s  re l a t ed 
and  equa l i z ed  t hem a l l .  Ye t  k ing s  do  no t  c a l l  t h e i r 
sub jec t s ,  and Mas t e r s  do  not  ca l l  the i r  s e r vant s—Bre - 
th r en .  Even min i s te r s  too  exc lu s ive ly  appropr i a te  the 
appellation of Brother  to individuals of their own order, 
as if they were peculiar, if not superior beings.

B u t  o b s e r ve  P a u l .  T h e  A p o s t l e s  we r e  t h e  m o s t 
e x t r a o rd i n a r y  p e r s o n a g e s  t h e  wo r l d  o r  t h e  c h u rc h 
ever  pos se s s ed .  They  s tood  secondar y  in  d ign i ty  and 
a u t ho r i t y  t o  t h e  Son  o f  God .  They  re c e ived  com- 
mun i c a t i on s  immed i a t e l y  f rom  he aven .  They  cou l d 
p i e r c e  f u t u r i t y,  a n d  u nve i l  t h i n g s  t o  c o m e .  T h ey 
c o u l d  d i s c e r n  s p i r i t s .  T h ey  c o u l d  r a i s e  t h e  d e a d . 
Ye t  Pau l ,  t hough  an  Apo s t l e,  he re  c a l l s  t he  The s s a - 
l o n i a n s ,  B r e t h r e n ;  a n d  s u p p l i c a t e s  t h e  p r aye r s  o f 
common believers—Brethren, pray for us.

And  i f  i n sp i red  men ,  i f  m i r a cu lou s  men—i f  Apo s - 
t l e s  were  l ed  to  a sk  fo r  the  p r aye r s  o f  the i r  peop l e, 
what  wonder  i f  th i s  shou ld  be  the  ca se  wi th  moder n
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minis ter s ,  who can make no c la ims to anything super- 
natural?

Th i s  then  i s  the  s ing l e,  bu t  comprehens ive  reque s t 
we  have  to  make  th i s  mor n ing  in  the  beha l f  o f  ou r 
ve ne rable  f r i e nd,  who  h a s  l ong  bo r ne  t h e  bu rden 
and  hea t  o f  the  day,  and  fo r  nea r  ha l f  a  cen tu r y  ha s 
su s t a i ned  the  p a s to r a l  o f f i c e  i n  th i s  chu rch ;  and  on 
t h e  b eh a l f  o f  ou r  am iable  b rothe r ,  who  h a s  b e en 
unanimous ly  chosen to  a s s i s t  h im in  holy  th ings ,  and 
w i l l  i n  f u t u re  l a b o u r  w i t h  h i m ,  a s  a  s o n  w i t h  t h e 
f a the r,  i n  the  Gospe l .  Imag ine  them now r i s i ng  up, 
and  by  my  l i p s  add re s s ing  you  in  l anguage,  wh ich  I 
am  s u re  e xp re s s e s  t h e  f e e l i n g s  a nd  w i s h e s  o f  t h e i r 
h e a r t s — B r e t h r e n ,  p r ay  f o r  i t s :  w h i l e  t h e  p r e a c h e r , 
and ever y fe l low-mini s ter  a t tending the ser v ice,  cr ie s 
—And for me also.

L e t  u s  con s i de r  t he  p rop r i e t y  o f  t he  demand ;  and 
for this purpose let us examine it on two grounds.

I. The ground of necessity.

II. The ground of equity.

I .  L e t  u s  e x a m i n e  i t  o n  t h e  g ro u n d  o f  n e c e s s i t y . 
It will be found necessary if you consider

P i r s t ,  t h e i r  w o r k .  T h e y  w h o  i m a g i n e  t h a t  t h e 
m in i s t r y  o f  t h e !  Go spe l  i s  an  i d l e ,  o r  an  e a s y  t a s k , 
a re  g ros s ly  mis taken;  and were i t  not  that  the honour 
o f  God i s  concer ned  in  i t ,  we  shou ld  be  d i sposed  to 
s a y  t o  t h e m ,  M a ke  t h e  t r i a l .  T h e  e x p e r i m e n t ,  i f 
f a i r l y  made,  wou ld  soon conv ince  them o f  the  t r u th 
of Dr. Doddridge’s words—

“’Tis not a work of small import 
	 The pastor’s care demands;  
But what might fill an angel’s heart,  
	 And fill’d the Saviour’s hands.”
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E ve r y  m i n i s t e r  m ay  s a y  w i t h .  N e h e m i a h ,  I  a m 
d o i n g  a  g r e a t  w o r k .  I n d e e d  i t  r e g a r d s  e ve r y t h i n g 
t h a t  i s  g r e a t :  G o d ;  t h e  s o u l ;  a n d  e t e r n i t y.  I t  i s  a 
work tha t  cannot  be  prosecuted wi thout  cons tant  ap- 
pl icat ion and labour—and such appl icat ion and labour 
a s  o f ten exhaus t  the sp i r i t s ,  and may br ing youth and 
old age together.

For  the of f ice  i s  not  to be judged of  by the manner 
i n  w h i c h  i t  i s  f r e q u e n t l y  f i l l e d  u p.  T h e re  a r e  t o o 
many who make i t  a  s inecure,  d i s regard ing i t s  dut ie s , 
a n d  l o o k i n g  t o  t h e i r  o w n  way,  e v e r y  o n e  f o r  h i s  g a i n 
f r o m  h i s  q u a r t e r.  T h e y  a r e  d u m b  d o g s ;  t h e y  c a n n o t 
b a r k ;  s l e e p i n g ,  l y i n g  d o w n ,  l o v i n g  t o  s l u m b e r .  B u t 
how i s  i t  represented by h im who ins t i tu ted the h igh 
c a l l i n g ?  T h e  S c r i p t u r e  d e f i n e s  a  m i n i s t e r  a s  a  l a - 
b o u r e r ;  a  wo r kman  t h a t  n e ede th  no t  t o  b e  a s h amed ; 
i t  h o l d s  h i m  f o r t h  a s  a  w a t c h m a n ;  a  f i s h e r m a n ;  a 
h u s b a n d m a n ;  a  b u i l d e r ;  a  s o l d i e r ;  a  w r e s t l e r ;  a 
racer.

W h a t  a r e  t h e  o b l i g a t i o n s  o f  a  g o o d  m i n i s t e r  o f 
J e s u s  C h r i s t ?  H e  m e e t s  t h e  a c t u a l  a n d  d i ve r s i f i e d 
s t a t e  o f  h i s  peop l e,  and  commends  h imse l f  t o  eve r y 
man ’s  con sc i ence  in  the  s i gh t  o f  God .  He  s eek s  ou t 
a c c e p t a b l e  wo r d s  a s  we l l  a s  wo r d s  o f  t r u t h .  B y - 
a d a p t a t i o n ,  a n d  n o t  by  f a l s i f y i n g  o r  t r i m m i n g ,  h e 
become s  a l l  t h ing s  t o  a l l  men .  He  wa r n s  t hem th a t 
a r e  u n r u l y ;  c o m f o r t s  t h e  f e e b l e - m i n d e d ;  u p h o l d s 
t h e  we a k ;  r e c l a i m s  t h e  wa n d e r i n g ;  a n d  g u a rd s  t h e 
expo s ed .  By  a  f a i t h fu l  and  j ud i c i ou s  app l i c a t i on  o f 
t he  p romi s e s  and  th re a t en ing s ,  rep roo f s  and  encou- 
r a g emen t s  o f  t h e  Go spe l ,  h e  t a k e s  f o r t h  t h e  p r e c i o u s 
f r o m  t h e  v i l e ,  a n d  i s  a s  G o d ’s  m o u t h .  H e  l e v i e s  a 
t ax  o f  improvement  for  the  ed i f i ca t ion o f  h i s  hearer s 
upon all events and occurrences.
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His  s tudy i s  not  conf ined to an hour of  constra ined; 
p e r t u r b e d  t h o u g h t  o n  a  S a t u r d ay  e ve n i n g — h e  i s 
ob se r v ing  and  co l l ec t ing  a l l  the  week .  He g i ve s  h im- 
s e l f  t o  t h e  w o r d  o f  G o d  a n d  p r ay e r .  H e  d o e s  n o t  s i t 
t r i f l i n g  i n  c o m p a ny  t i l l  t h e  a p p o i n t e d  m o m e n t  o f 
wo r s h i p  a r r i ve s :  h e  i s  p r ev i o u s l y,  a n d  mu c h ,  w i t h 
God  a l one :  and  when  he  en t e r s  t he  s anc tua r y  he  i s 
l i ke  Aaron  when the  r i ch  o i l  had  been  poured  upon 
h i s  head ;  and  the  p r i e s t  wa s  be t r ayed  by  the  s avour 
a s  we l l  a s  by  t h e  s e r v i c e .  T h e  s p i r i t  o f  d evo t i o n 
res t s  upon him in the absence of  a l l  h i s  of f ic ia l  admi- 
n i s t r a t i o n s .  T h e  p a r l o u r  d o e s  n o t  w a r  w i t h  t h e 
pu lp i t .  He  i s  the  man o f  God in  a l l  h i s  soc i a l  in te r - 
c o u r s e .  W h e r e ve r  h e  i s ,  h e  p ro d u c e s  a  r e l i g i o u s 
a tmosphe re,  whose  innocen t ,  gen i a l ,  and  improv ing 
in f luence  i s  f e l t  by  a l l  who brea the  wi th in  i t s  reach . 
He  r u l e s  we l l  h i s  own house,  hav ing  h i s  ch i ld ren  in 
sub j e c t i on  w i th  a l l  g r av i t y ;  f o r  i f  a  man  knows  no t 
how to ru le  hi s  own house,  how sha l l  he take care  of 
t h e  chu rch  o f  God ?  He  i s  a n  e x amp l e  o f  b e l i eve r s 
in word, in conver sat ion, in char i ty,  in spir i t ,  in f a i th, 
in purity.

I t  would  be  end le s s  to  spec i fy  a l l  the  va r ious  pa r t s 
o f  the  min i s te r i a l  funct ion .  But  the  imper fec t  ske tch 
we  have  g iven  o f  them l e ad s  u s  to ’ exc l a im .  Who i s 
s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  t h e s e  t h i n g s ? — I s  a  f a l l e n  c r e a t u r e ?  I s 
a  m a n  o f  l i ke  p a s s i o n s  a n d  i n f i r m i t i e s  w i t h  yo u r - 
s e l v e s ?  I s  a  w o r m ?  B r e t h r e n ,  p r a y  f o r  u s .  I t  i s 
necessary if you consider,

S e c o n d l y,  T h e i r  t r i a l s .  A  m i n i s t e r  i s  a  t r u l y  h o - 
n o u r a b l e  c h a r a c t e r ;  bu t  I  f e a r  t h e  e m p l oy m e n t  i s 
o f t en  v i ewed  too  much  on  the  s i d e  o f  t h e  p l e a s i ng 
a n d  a t t r a c t i v e .  H e n c e  m a n y  d e s i r e  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  a 
b i s h o p ;  a nd  t h ey  c e r t a i n l y  d e s i r e ,  a  g o o d  w o r k .  Bu t
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i t .  i s  a t  the same t ime a  burden as  wel l  a s  an honour. 
I t s  advan tage s  a re  purcha sed  a t  the  expense  o f  num- 
b e r l e s s  p r i va t i o n s  a n d  s a c r i f i c e s :  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  i t 
behoves the minis ter  as  wel l  a s  the Chr i s t ian to count 
t he  co s t .  I f  t h i s  we re  done,  many,  i n s t e ad  o f  pu sh - 
ing  themse lve s  fo rward ,  wou ld  be  found ,  even  when 
ca l l ed  fo r,  h id  among the  s tu f f .  They  wou ld  requ i re 
to  be  drawn for th :  and  even then would  be  ready  to 
say, Send, Lord, by whom thou wilt send.

I  h a rd l y  know  a  g re a t e r  ob j e c t  o f  c ommi s e r a t i on 
than a  mini s ter  who enter s  suf f ic ient ly  into the sp i r i t 
o f  h i s  work—to  reach  and  g r app l e  wi th  i t s  d i f f i cu l - 
t i e s .  I t  i s  we l l  t he  s cene  g r adua l l y  open s .  The  Lord 
d r aws  u s  on  by  a  s en s e  o f  ou r  ob l i g a t i on  to  h i s  re - 
deeming  love,  and  the  va lue  o f  pe r i sh ing  sou l s ;  bu t 
l e ave s  u s  t o  a cqu i re  t h e  know l edge  o f  wha t  i s  d i s - 
courag ing by s low deg rees .  Thus  exper ience  rec t i f i e s 
what  was  e r roneous ,  and supp l ie s  what  was  de fec t ive 
i n  s p e cu l a t i on .  Hence  t h e  m in i s t r y  h a s  b e en  com- 
p a red  t o  John ’s  l i t t l e  book ,  a  b i t t e r  swee t ;  a nd  we 
Lave been to ld  tha t  the  sweet  comes  f i r s t .  The b i t te r 
i s  t a s t e d  when  we  a re  gone  t oo  f a r  t o  re c ede  w i t h 
honour  o r  s a f e t y :  when  we  know tha t  i f  we  dec l ine 
the  prophet ’s  mes sage  we sha l l  have to  encounter  the 
p ro p h e t ’s  s t o r m :  w h e n  c o n s c i e n c e  c o m e s  f o r wa rd , 
a nd  s ay s .  Ne c e s s i t y  i s  l a i d  u p o n  m e ;  y e a ,  w o e  i s  u n t o 
me if I preach not the Gospel.

A  min i s t e r  ha s  t r i a l s  in  common wi th  men ;  he  ha s 
t r i a l s  in  common wi th  Chr i s t i ans ;  and in  addi t ion to 
both these,  he  has  t r i a l s  pecu l i a r  to  h imse l f .  No man 
i s  s o  l i a b l e  t o  m i s rep re s en t a t i on .  He  i s  t h e  s ub j e c t 
o f  g ene r a l ,  and  t he re fo re  o f  i gno r an t  c r i t i c i sm .  He 
i s  o f ten censured when he act s  wi th the g reates t  wis- 
dom and rec t i tude,  by  those  who cannot  d i s ce r n  the
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c i rcums t ance s  th a t  gu ide,  o r  app rec i a t e  the  mot ive s 
t h a t  s way  h i m .  H e  f r e q u e n t l y  m a ke s  p e r s o n s  h i s 
enemie s  b e c au s e  he  t e l l s  t h em the  t r u th .  Many  a re 
un s t e ady  in  the i r  a t t endance,  and  f i ck l e  in  the i r  a t - 
t a c h m e n t s .  S u c h  h e a r e r s  f r e q u e n t l y  e n d e avo u r  t o 
ju s t i f y  themse lve s  by  accus ing  the  p reacher :  t h ey  a re 
n o t  c a p r i c i o u s ,  bu t  c a n  n o  l o n g e r  p r o f i t  u n d e r  h i s 
m i n i s t r y.  A f t e r ,  p e r h a p s ,  h e a r i n g  a  n ew  p r e a c h e r 
ever y  Sabba th ,  and f ive  se r mons  a  week,  and acqui r- 
i n g  a  f a s t i d i o u s n e s s  a n d  a  v a g r a n c y  o f  m i n d  t h a t 
no th ing  c an  s a t i s f y  o r  f i x -  t h ey  impu t e  t o  h im  the 
effect of a change which has only taken place in them- 
se lve s .  I f  they  cannot  under mine  h i s  cha r ac te r,  they 
w i l l  a s s a i l  h i s  o r t h o d ox y.  I f  h e  p r e a c h e s — a s  h e 
ought  to  do—the doc t r ine s  o f  the  Gospe l  r i ch ly  and 
open ly,  he  maybe  deemed  an  Ant inomian :  and  i f  he 
d o e s  j u s t i c e  t o  t h e  w h o l e  s c h e m e  o f  D iv i n e  t r u t h 
( a n d  t h e  G o s p e l  m ay  b e  a b r i d g e d  w h e re  i t  i s  n o t 
mang led ) ,  and  b r ing s  fo rward  doc t r ine s  in  the i r  ex- 
per imenta l  and prac t ica l  bear ings ,  he  may be  v i l i f i ed 
a s  a  l e g a l i s t .  I t  i s  n o t  a n  u nu s u a l  t h i n g  f o r  t h o s e 
who  we re  once  re ady  to  pu l l  ou t  t he i r  eye s  f o r  h i s 
s ake,  to  leave  h i s  l abour s ,  and to  pa s s  h im unnot iced 
in the street.

Thi s  i s  not  the  on ly  quar ter  f rom which he su f fe r s . 
There are,  perhaps,  individuals  in his  church of whom 
he  s t and s  in  doub t .  Wi th  many  th ing s  in  them,  tha t 
a re  amiable  and use fu l ,  there  a re  some th ings  excep- 
t ionab l e  and  pa in fu l .  They  endure  h i s  f i de l i t y ;  they 
a re  not  o f fended wi th  h i s  reproof s ;  but  go  on a s  be- 
fore.  He seems ne i ther  ju s t i f i ed  to  exc lude,  nor  con- 
t i nu e  t h e m  i n  t h e  f e l l ow s h i p  o f  t h e  c h u rc h .  T h ey 
g ive  the i r  pa s to r  many  p roo f s  o f  the i r  k indne s s—O! 
t h a t  t h ey  wo u l d  g ive  h i m  o n e  m o re ;  a n d  a b a n d o n 
those  incons i s t enc ie s  which  prove  h i s  per p lex i ty  and
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h i s  d i s t r e s s .  O !  t h a t  t h e y  wo u l d  s e t  h i s  h e a r t  a t 
re s t ,  and  f ree  h im.  f rom the  re f l ec t ion s  o f  the  [ cen- 
sor ious ,  and the compla int s  o f  the p ious ,  which he i s 
so often compelled to hear.

A g a i n  o b s e r v e  t h e  p r e a c h e r .  A t  t h e  t i m e  a p - 
po in t ed  he  mu s t  a ppe a r,  wha t eve r  b e  h i s  f r ame s  o r 
h i s  f e e l i n g s .  H e  m u s t  p r e a c h ,  ye t  s e e m s  t o  h ave 
no th i ng  wo r t hy  o f  c ommun i c a t i on .  He  mu s t  rou s e 
o the r s  t o  z e a l ,  wh i l e  h i s  own  mind  i s  l a ngu id ;  and 
admin i s t e r  comfor t  to  o the r s ,  wh i l e  h i s  own sou l  i s 
d i s q u i e t e d  w i t h i n  h i m :  t h o u g h ,  l i ke  a n  o f f i c e r  i n 
the  f i e ld ,  he  i s  compe l l ed  to  h ide  h i s  f e a r s  f rom the 
m e n .  H e  o f t e n  s i t s  d o w n  i n  t h e  p u l p i t  w i t h  a 
b lu sh .  He  c lo se s  the  Sabba th  in  the  c lo se t ,  w i th  the 
exc l ama t ion ,  “Lord ,  who ha th  be l i eved  our  repor t ?” 
He  f e a r s  t h a t  he  h a s  b een  p re a ch ing  i n to  pe rd i t i on 
many  o f  t ho s e  h e  wou l d  g l a d l y  s ave ;  c h a r g ed ,  l i ke 
I s a i a h ,  w i t h  t h i s  d r e a d f u l  c o m m i s s i o n :  “ M a ke  t h e 
hea r t  o f  th i s  peop l e  f a t ,  and  make  the i r  e a r s  heavy, 
and shut  the i r  eyes ;  le s t  they see  wi th the i r  eyes ,  and 
hear  with their  ear s ,  and under s tand with their  hear t , 
a n d  c o nve r t ,  a n d  b e  h e a l e d ! ” — H ow  d i s t r e s s i n g  t o 
m a n u r e ,  a n d  p l o u g h ,  a n d  s o w,  a n d  n e v e r  r e a p . 
How g r i evous  to  s ee  the  b lo s soms  cove r ing  the  t ree 
i n  t h e  m o r n i n g ,  a n d  i n  t h e  eve n i n g  s t r ew i n g  t h e 
g r o u n d !  W h e n  h e  l o o k s  b a c k  t o  a  l i t t l e  s u c c e s s 
w i th  wh i ch  he  wa s  i ndu l g ed  a t  t h e  commencemen t 
o f  h i s  l a b o u r s ,  h e  c r i e s ,  “ Wo e  i s  m e !  f o r  I  a m  a s 
when  they  h ave  g a the red  t he  s ummer  f r u i t s ,  a s  t h e 
g rape  g lean ings  o f  the  v in tage ;  there  i s  no c lu s te r  to 
e a t :  my  s ou l  d e s i red  t h e  f i r s t  r i p e  f r u i t .” He  o f t en 
s u s p e c t s  t h a t  h e  i s  a  ve s s e l  i n  w h i c h  t h e  L o rd  n o 
l o n g e r  t a ke s  p l e a s u r e .  H e  d r e a d s  s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e 
way  o f  a n o t h e r ’s  u s e f u l n e s s .  I n  t h e  b i t t e r n e s s  o f 
his soul he kneels and asks permission to retire—



	 the minister’s request� 205

205

A h ,  my  b re t h re n ,  t h i s  i s  n o t  a  f a n c y  p i e c e :  i t  i s 
t aken  f rom the  l i f e .  Many  who  hea r  me  th i s  mor n- 
ing  know,  by  exper ience,  the  t r u th  o f  the  repre sent- 
a t i on :  they  know the  rep re s en t a t i on  f a l l s  be low the 
t r u th .  You  a re  no t  c apab l e  o f  en te r ing  in to  some  o f 
our t r ia l s :  and we  are  not  a t  l iber ty to divulge other s . 
L i ke  t h e  p ro p h e t ,  we  m u s t  we e p  i n  s e c r e t  p l a c e s . 
We  m u s t  b l e e d  a l o n e .  B r e t h r e n ,  p r a y  f o r  u s .  I t  i s 
necessary if we consider,

Th i rd ly,  The i r  dang e r .  One  s inner  de s t roye th  much 
good .  The  f a l l  o f  a  common pro fe s so r  o f  re l i g ion  i s 
a judgment on the neighbourhood in which it happens. 
I t  cause s  the  wor thy name by which we are  ca l l ed  to 
b e  b l a s p h e m e d .  I t  h a rd e n s  a n d  j u s t i f i e s  s i n n e r s  i n 
t h e i r  u n g o d l i n e s s .  I t  p rove s  a  s t u m b l i n g  b l o c k  t o 
the weak,  and a  g r ie f  to  the s t rong.  But  the  mischie f 
i s  much  g re a t e r  when  a  m in i s t e r  f a l l s .  He  po s s e s s e s 
mo re  i n f l u enc e,  a nd  i s  mo re  l i a b l e  t o  ob s e r va t i on . 
H e  c a n n o t  b e  h i d .  T h e  s i n s  o f  p r e a c h e r s  a r e  t h e 
preachers of sin.

And  a re  i n s t ance s  o f  m in i s t e r i a l  de f e c t i on  so  ve r y 
uncommon,  a s  to  exc i te  no a l a r m,  or  to  render  cau- 
t i o n  n e e d l e s s ?  Wo u l d  t o  G o d  t h ey  we re .  B u t  h ow 
m a ny  h ave  we  w i t n e s s e d  o r  h e a rd  o f ,  eve n  i n  o u r 
d ay !  Some  o f  t h e s e  h ave  b e en  f o rc ed  t o  en t e r  i n t o 
s e c u l a r  l i f e .  S o m e  h ave  c ro s s e d  t h e  s e a ,  a n d  c o m - 
m e n c e d  t h e  p a s t o r  w h e r e  t h e  s i n n e r  i s  u n k n ow n . 
S o m e,  a f t e r  a  s p i r i t u a l  q u a r a n t i n e ,  h ave  b e e n  a d - 
mi t t ed  aga in  by  the i r  fo r mer  connex ion s ,  a s  who le- 
s o m e  a n d  s a f e .  S o m e  h a v e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  n e w 
s c h i s m a t i c a l  i n t e r e s t ,  a n d  d r a w i n g  a f t e r  t h e m  a 
de spe r a t e  f a c t i on ,  who  p re t end  to  be  s a t i s f i ed  w i th 
t h e i r  own  a vowa l s  o f  i nnocency  o r  repen t ance,  h ave 
b e come  more  popu l a r  t h an  b e f o re .  I n  g ene r a l  t h ey
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h ave  b e come  advoc a t e s  f o r  a  h i ghe r  s t r a i n  o f  do c - 
t r i ne,  t h a t  w i l l  no t  rep roach  the i r  l a x i t y  o f  mora l s : 
a nd  mak i ng  up  i n  p r i d e  wha t  t h ey  wan t  i n  pu r i t y, 
p ro f e s s  t o  s e e  t h i n g s  c l e a r l y,  a n d  d e c r y  o t h e r s  a s 
b l i nd .  L i c en t i ou sne s s  i s  t h e  l i b e r t y  whe rew i th  t hey 
imagine Christ has made them free.

And i s  there  not  in  us  an  ev i l  hea r t  o f  unbe l i e f ,  in 
d epa r t i ng  f rom the  l iv i ng  God?  Have  we  no  f l e s h l y 
l u s t s  t h a t  wa r  a g a i n s t  t h e  s ou l ?  A re  no t  we  p a s s i ng 
t h ro u g h  a  wo r l d  l y i n g  i n  w i c ke d n e s s ?  A re  n o t  we 
exposed  to  an  adver s a r y,  the  dev i l ,  go ing  about  a s  a 
r o a r i n g  l i o n  s e e k i n g  w h o m  h e  m ay  d e vo u r ?  A n d 
doe s  no t  th i s  enemy know h i s  in t e re s t s  we l l  enough 
to make the head  h i s  object :  and in i s su ing hi s  order s 
to  h i s  in s t r ument s  to  s ay—Aim not  a t  g rea t  or  sma l l , 
bu t  a t  t h e  k i n g  o f  I s r a e l ;  sm i t e  t h e  s h e ph e rd ,  a n d 
t h e  s h e ep  s h a l l  b e  s c a t t e re d ?—“Whe re f o re  l e t  h im 
that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.”

H a s  a  m i n i s t e r  b e e n  p r e s e r ve d  f o r  a  n u m b e r  o f 
ye a r s ?  H e  o u g h t  t o  b e  t h a n k f u l ;  bu t  h e  mu s t  n o t 
remi t  h i s  wa t ch ,  o r  d i sm i s s  h i s  gua rd .  Bl e s s e d  i s  t h e 
m a n  t h a t  f e a r e t h  a l w ay s .  We  a r e  n eve r  b eyo n d  t h e 
reach of  tempta t ion whi le  we are  out  o f  heaven.  Our 
secur i ty  in  one  t r i a l  doe s  not  war ran t  our  immuni ty 
i n  ano the r.  Jo ab,  who  wa s  f a i t h fu l  t o  h i s  s ove re i gn 
i n  t h e  rebe l l i on  o f  Ab s a l om,  ye t  t u r ned  a s i d e  a f t e r 
A d o n i j a h .  I f  a  m i n i s t e r  b e  n o t  ove r c o m e  o f  v i c e ; 
may he  not  f a l l  by  e r ror,  by  van i ty,  by  indo lence,  by 
du l l n e s s ?  I f  h e  e s c ape s  f rom g ro s s  immor a l i t y ;  may 
no t  h i s  e x ce l l ence s  b e  t a r n i s hed ;  h i s  t a l en t s  b e  i n - 
j u r e d ;  h i s  u s e f u l n e s s  d e f e a t e d ,  b y  i m p r u d e n c i e s ? 
M ay  t h e r e  n o t  b e  u n d u e  i n d u l g e n c e  a t  t h e  t a b l e , 
whe re  t h e re  i s  no  g l u t t ony ?  May  t h e re  no t  b e  t i p - 
pl ing where there is  no intoxication? May there not be
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lev i t ie s  and l iber t ie s  where there  are  no v io la t ions  o f 
v i r t u e ?  May  t h e re  no t  b e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  yo u n g 
min i s t e r,  an  a s s ump t ion  o f  con s equence,  a  c re a t i on 
o f  t roub l e ,  a n  i n a t t e n t i on  t o  o rd e r  a nd  re gu l a r i t y, 
wh i ch ,  wh i l e  h e  s uppo s e s  t h a t  i t  i n d i c a t e s  g en i u s , 
wi l l  not  f a i l  to  lower  h im in  the  e s teem and hope o f 
t h e  f am i l i e s  h e  d e r ange s  a nd  d i s gu s t s !  I f  h e  avo i d s 
wor ld ly  d i s s ipa t ion ,  may he  not  indu lge  in  re l ig ious ; 
con s t an t l y  go ing  in to  f e s t ive  c i rc l e s  o f  sp i r i tua l  t r i - 
f l e r s  a n d  g o s s i p s ;  s p e n d i n g  h i s  eve n i n g s  g e n e r a l l y 
f ro m  h o m e ;  r e t i r i n g  l a t e  t o  r e s t ,  a n d  n eve r  r i s i n g 
e a r l y ?  I f  h e  b e  no t  c h a r g e ab l e  w i t h  f i l t hy  c onve r - 
s a t ion which i s  not  l awfu l ,  may he not  e r r  in  foo l i sh 
t a l k i ng  and  j e s t i ng  wh i ch  a re  no t  conven i en t ?  May 
he  no t  be  the  r a t t l e ,  o r  the  ha r l equ in  o f  the  room? 
I f  h e  b e  n o t  i n f l a m m a t o r y,  m ay  h e  n o t  b e  a  m e re 
newsmonger, or a noisy dabbler in party politics?

O !  t o  avo i d  t h e  ve r y  a ppe a r an c e  o f  ev i l—to  g ive 
none  o f f ence  in  any  th ing ,  tha t  the  min i s t r y  be  no t 
b l a m e d — bu t  i n  a l l  t h i n g s  a p p rov i n g  o u r s e l ve s  t h e 
min i s t e r s  o f  God  in  much  pa t i ence,  in  a f f l i c t ion ,  in 
n e c e s s i t i e s ,  i n  d i s t r e s s e s — by  p u r e n e s s ,  by  k n ow - 
l edge,  by  l ong  s u f f e r i ng ,  by  k i ndne s s ,  by  t h e  Ho l y 
G h o s t ,  by  l ove  u n f e i g n e d — by  t h e  wo rd  o f  t r u t h , 
by  t he  powe r  o f  God ,  by  t he  a r mour  o f  r i gh t eou s - 
nes s  on the r ight  hand and on the le f t—to f in i sh  our 
cour se with joy and honour l ike those dignif ied beings 
who  on c e  p re s i d ed  ove r  t h i s  c hu rch ;  a  Bate s ,  a nd 
a  H e nry — t o  l ay  d ow n  o u r  c h a r g e  u n s t a i n e d — l i ke 
a  N ewton  a n d  a  Wi nte r ,  a n d  l e ave  n o t h i n g  t h a t 
requ i re s  d e f enc e  o r  e x t enua t i on ;  no th i ng  bu t  wha t 
i s  l ove l y,  and  o f  good  repo r t—Br e t h r e n ,  p ray  f o r  u s . 
It is necessary if we consider.

Fo u r t h l y,  t h e i r  d e p e n d e n c e .  T h i s  i s  a b s o l u t e  a n d
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e x t end s  t o  eve r y  t h i ng .  I t  e x t end s  t o  t h e i r  n a t u r a l 
l i f e.  The pre se r va t ion o f  the i r  hea l th ,  the i r  s t rength , 
the i r  s en se s ,  depend s  upon  God .  I t  ex t end s  to  the i r 
i n t e l l e c t u a l  p owe r s .  T h e  c o n t i n u a n c e  a n d  u s e  o f 
the i r  judgment ,  the i r  memor y,  the i r  invent ion ,  the i r 
f an cy,  d epend  upon  God .  I t  e x t end s  t o  t h e i r  s p i r i - 
tua l  endowment s .  The  con t inuance  and  the  exe rc i s e 
o f  the i r  f a i th ,  the i r  hope,  the i r  l ove,  the i r  cour age, 
t h e i r  f i d e l i t y,  t h e i r  t e nd e r n e s s  i n  t h e  d i s c h a r g e  o f 
t h e i r  o f f i c e ,  d e p e n d  u p o n  G o d .  I t  e x t e n d s  t o  a l l 
t h e i r  d e vo t i o n a l  d u t i e s .  T h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e 
hear t  and the  answer  o f  the  tongue in  man,  a re  f rom 
th e  Lo rd .  I t  e x t end s  t o  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  a l l  t h e i r  l a - 
b o u r s .  T h e  h e a r t  s h o u l d  b e  t h e  g r e a t  a i m  o f  o u r 
p re a ch ing ;  bu t  t h i s  i s  unde r  a  d iv ine  d i s po s a l .  I t  i s 
s a id  o f  Lydia ,  whose  hear t  the  Lord opened,  tha t  she 
attended to the things which were spoken of Paul.  Our 
gospel ,  says  the apost le  to the Thessa lonians ,  came to 
you not  in  word  on ly,  but  in  power  and in  the  Holy 
Ghost, and in much assurance.

We  re ad i l y  a l l ow  th a t  t h e re  wa s  s ome th ing  ex t r a - 
o rd i n a r y  i n  t h i s  c a s e ;  a n d  we  k n ow  t h a t  m i r a c l e s 
h ave  c e a s e d .  Bu t  God  con t i nue s  t o  g ive  t e s t imony 
to  the  word  o f  h i s  g r ace ;  and  the  e f f ec t s  tha t  a t t end 
the  d i spensa t ion o f  d iv ine  t r u th  requi re,  and demon- 
s t r a t e  a  d iv i n e  a g ency.  I t  i s  g r an t ed  t h a t  t h e re  i s  a 
subject ive  su i tablenes s  in  the mini s t r y  o f  the word to 
do  good :  a s  t he re  i s  i n  a  sword  to  wound ,  and  in  a 
pen  to  wr i t e.  But  wha t  i s  the  sword  wi thout  a  hand 
to wie ld ,  or  the pen without  a  hand to guide i t ?  And 
who is  Paul or who is  Apol los ,  but minis ter s  by  whom 
ye be l ieved even a s  the  Lord gave  to  ever y  man?  “So 
then ne i ther  i s  he  tha t  p l an te th  anyth ing ,  ne i ther  he 
th a t  wa t e re th :  bu t  God  th a t  g ive th  the  i nc re a s e.” A
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min i s t e r  wi thout  h i s  mas te r  i s  l i ke  Gehaz i .  He  may- 
go with the s ta f f ,  and lay i t  upon the dead;  but  there 
wi l l  be  no  l i f e  t i l l  E l i sha  h imse l f  comes .  To re fe r  to 
a  we l l -known anecdote.  When Melanc thon  wa s  f i r s t 
conver ted ,  he  thought  he  should  soon conver t  a l l  h i s 
h e a re r s .  He  suppo s ed  t h a t  o the r s  mu s t  s e e  wha t  he 
s aw  so  c l e a r l y,  and  f e e l  wha t  he  f e l t  s o  power fu l l y. 
But  h i s  succes s  d id  not  cor re spond wi th  h i s  expecta- 
t i o n ;  a n d  a t  l e n g t h  h e  wa s  c o m p e l l e d  t o  c o n f e s s , 
That  old Adam was too s t rong for  young Melancthon. 
And  th i s  I  p re sume i s  one  o f  tho se  t r u th s  wh ich  we 
g row in  t he  be l i e f  o f ,  a s  we  advance  i n  ye a r s .  And 
t h e re f o re ,  t hough  I  hope  we  do  no t  s t udy  l e s s ,  we 
p r ay  m o re :  t h o u g h  we  a r e  n o t  l e s s  a c t i ve ,  we  a r e 
mo re  d ep enden t .  The  c onv i c t i on  i n  t i me  b e c o me s 
so  s t rong  f rom ob se r va t ion  and  expe r i ence,  th a t  we 
s hou l d  b e  comp l e t e l y  d i s cou r a g ed  i n  ou r  wo rk  d i d 
we not  read ,  tha t  “a s  the  ra in  cometh down,  and the 
s n ow  f ro m  h e ave n ,  a n d  r e t u r n e t h  n o t  t h i t h e r ,  bu t 
wa t e re t h  t h e  e a r t h ,  a nd  make t h  i t  b r i n g  f o r t h  a nd 
bud,  tha t  i t  may g ive seed to the sower,  and bread to 
the  e a t e r ;  so  sha l l  my  word  be  tha t  goe th  fo r th  ou t 
o f  my  mouth :  i t  sh a l l  no t  re tu r n  un to  me  vo id ,  bu t 
i t  s h a l l  a c comp l i s h  t h a t  wh i ch  I  p l e a s e  and  i t  s h a l l 
prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.”

I f  t h e re f o re  you  w i s h  u s  t o  l i ve ;  t o  b e  s t rong  t o 
l abour ;  to  be  sp i r i tua l  and  u se fu l ;  to  p reach  a s  wi th 
t h e  H o l y  G h o s t  s e n t  d ow n  f ro m  h e ave n ;  t o  t u r n 
many to r ighteousnes s ;  to  he lp  those  much who have 
be l i eved  t h rough  g r a c e ;  i f  you  wou ld  h ave  ou r  ad - 
d re s s e s  e f f e c t u a l  t o  wound  and  t o  he a l ,  t o  s an c t i f y 
and  e s t ab l i s h ;  and  to  make  re ady  a  peop l e  p repa red 
f o r  t h e  L o rd —B r e t h r e n ,  p r ay  f o r  u s.  I t  i s  n e c e s s a r y 
if we consider.
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F i f t h l y,  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  “ S o  t h e n ,” s a y s  t h e 
Apost le,  “every one of us shal l  g ive account of himself 
to God.” You who are the member s of  this  church and 
cong regat ion are  not  to imag ine that  you have par ted 
fo r  eve r  w i th  the  S abba th s  th rough  wh ich  you  have 
pa s s ed ;  t he  s e r mons  you  have  hea rd ;  t he  devo t iona l 
exerc i se s  on  which  you have  a t t ended :  you wi l l  hea r 
o f  t h e m ;  yo u  w i l l  h e a r  f r o m  t h e m  a g a i n .  T h ey  a r e 
d i sm i s s e d  f o r  t h e  t ime ;  bu t  a re  l i ke  men  bound  t o 
appear and prosecute at the assizes.

B u t  we  a r e  c o n c e r n e d  i n  t h e  s o l e m n i t i e s  o f  t h a t 
d ay  a s  we l l  a s  you ;  a nd  i n  a  s e n s e  mo re  t h an  you . 
Tho s e  S abba th s  t h rough  wh i ch  you  h ave  p a s s ed  we 
h a v e  o c c u p i e d .  T h o s e  s e r m o n s  w h i c h  yo u  h a v e 
hea rd  we  have  p reached .  Those  devo t iona l  exe rc i s e s 
o n  w h i c h  yo u  h ave  a t t e n d e d  we  h ave  c o n d u c t e d : 
a n d  t h e  p ro s p e c t  r e s u l t i n g  f ro m  o u r  o b l i g a t i o n  i s 
aw f u l .  B l e s s e d  b e  G o d ,  we  a r e  n o t  a n swe r a b l e  f o r 
oui-  succes s .  Though I s rae l  be  not  ga thered ,  we may 
b e  g l o r i ou s  i n  t h e  eye s  o f  t h e  Lo rd .  “We  a re  un to 
God,  a  sweet  savour of  Chr i s t ,  in  them that  are  saved 
and in  them tha t  per i sh .  To the  one,  we are  a  s avour 
of life unto life; to the other, we are the savour of death 
un to  de a th .” Bu t  t h e re  i s  enough  f o r  wh i ch  we  a r e 
re s pon s i b l e  t o  make  ou r  f a c e s  g a t h e r  p a l ene s s ,  a nd 
o u r  k n e e s  t o  s m i t e  o n e  a g a i n s t  a n o t h e r .  We  wa t c h 
f o r  y ou r  s o u l s  a s  t h e y  t h a t  mu s t  g i v e  a c c o un t .  Accoun t 
o f  wha t ?—Of  the s e  s ou l s ;  f o r  i f  we  h ave  no t  g iven 
them war ning,  and they d ie  in  the i r  s in s ,  the i r  blood 
w i l l  b e  r e q u i r e d  a t  o u r  h a n d s — O f  t h i s  wa t c h i n g : 
when we have  watched ;  how we have  watched .  How 
w e  h a v e  w a t c h e d  t o  g a i n  t h e m .  H o w  w e  h a v e 
wa t c h e d  t o  f o r m  t h e m .  H ow  we  h ave  wa t c h e d  t o 
keep them.—Of our  f ide l i ty ;  our  zea l ;  our  in f luence.
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— O f  o u r  c o n d u c t ;  o u r  a i m s ;  o u r  m o t i ve s .  W h o 
does not tremble as we proceed?—

All to the great tr ibunal haste,  
	 The account to render there;  
And shouldst thou, Lord, but mark our faults,  
	 Lord, how shall we appear?

Brethren, pray for us.
T h u s  f a r  we  h a ve  a d d r e s s e d  o u r s e l v e s  t o  yo u r 

c o m p a s s i o n .  B u t  we  s h a l l  n ow  a p p e a l  t o  a  h i g h e r 
p r i n c i p l e — yo u r  j u s t i c e .  A n d  h av i n g  e x a m i n e d  t h e 
propr ie ty  o f  the  demand on the  g round o f  nece s s i ty, 
we  sha l l  now cons ide r  i t  on  the  g round o f  e qu i t y .  I t 
is the

I I .  Pa r t  o f  ou r  s ub j e c t .  He re  i t  w i l l  b e  p rope r  t o 
s h ew — T h a t  m i n i s t e r s  h ave  c l a i m s  u p o n  yo u :  a n d 
t o  i n q u i r e  i n  w h a t  m a n n e r  yo u r  p r ay i n g  f o r  t h e m 
will discharge your obligation.

E ve r y  f e l l ow - c r e a t u r e  h a s  c l a i m s  u p o n  yo u ;  a n d 
you  a re  r e qu i r e d  t o  p r ay  f o r  a l l  m e n .  Yo u r  f e l l ow- 
chr i s t i ans  o f  ever y  communi ty  have c la ims  upon you; 
a n d  yo u  a r e  e n j o i n e d  t o  m a ke  s u p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a l l 
s a i n t s .  A n d  h ave  yo u r  m i n i s t e r s  n o  c l a i m s  u p o n 
yo u ?  D o e s  n o t  t h e  c o m m a n d  o f  G o d  r u n ;  “ K n ow 
t h e m  t h a t  l a b o u r  a m o n g  yo u ,  a n d  a r e  ove r  yo u  i n 
the  Lord ,  and  admon i sh  you ;  and  e s t eem them ve r y 
h i gh l y  i n  l ove  f o r  t h e i r  wo rk ’s  s a ke ? ”—Le t  me  re - 
mark three things.

F i r s t ,  t h e i r  e l e c t i o n .  Yo u r  m i n i s t e r s  a r e  c h o s e n 
by  you .  I  p i ty  cong rega t ions  tha t  have  o f f i cer s  forced 
upon  t h em ,  re g a rd l e s s  o f  t h e i r  w i s h e s ,  t h e i r  t a s t e , 
the i r  p ro f i t .  There  may  be  in  the se  c a s e s  adap t a t ion 
a n d  a c c e p t a n c e ;  bu t  t h ey  a r e  a c c i d e n t a l ;  a n d  t h e 
ve r y  impos i t ion  wi l l  t end  to  a l i ena t e  the  mind ,  and
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ke e p  t h e  p e o p l e  f ro m  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  m i n i s t e r  a s 
t h e i r  own .  You r  p re a che r s  a nd  p a s t o r s  a re  t h e  men 
of your choice.  This  i s  the pr ivi lege of your churches; 
a nd  you  a re  no t  b a ckwa rd  t o  g l o r y  i n  i t .  Bu t  doe s 
no t  th i s  ve r y  cho i ce  l ay  you  unde r  pecu l i a r  ob l i g a - 
t i o n s ?  W h e n  yo u  vo l u n t a r i l y  a s s u m e  a ny  r e l a t i o n , 
do  you  no t  b ind  your s e l ve s  to  the  du t i e s  pe r t a in ing 
to  i t ;  and  a re  you  no t  j u s t l y  rep roached  fo r  the  in - 
fraction of them?

S e c o n d l y,  t h e i r  d e s t i ny.  T h e s e  m i n i s t e r s  a r e  a p - 
p o i n t e d  f o r  y o u .  T h e i r  ve r y  o f f i c e  i s  f o u n d e d  i n  a 
r e g a rd  t o  yo u r  we l f a r e .  T h ey  a r e  h e l p e r s  o f  yo u r 
j oy.  T h ey  a r e  t o  l e a d  yo u  i n  t h e  way  eve r l a s t i n g . 
They  a re  de s i gned  to  f e ed  you  wi th  knowledge  and 
unde r s t a nd i ng .  They  a re  g iven  “ f o r  t h e  p e r f e c t i n g 
o f  t h e  s a i n t s ,  a n d  f o r  t h e  e d i f y i n g  o f  t h e  b o d y  o f 
Chr i s t :  t i l l  we a l l  come in the uni ty  of  the f a i th ,  and 
o f  the  knowledge  o f  the  Son o f  God,  unto  a  pe r f ec t 
man, unto the measure of  the s ta ture of  the fulness  of 
Christ.”

To  yo u  t h ey  w h o l l y  a n d  e x c l u s i ve l y  b e l o n g .  Fo r 
you  t h ey  g ive  up  t h e i r  t ime  and  t h e i r  t a l e n t s .  Fo r 
yo u  t h e y  r e a d ,  a n d  s t u d y,  a n d  p r a y,  a n d  p r e a c h . 
They  a re  no t  the i r  own even  in  the i r  comfor t s :  and 
c ro s s e s .  W h e t h e r  t h ey  “ b e  a f f l i c t e d  o r  c o m f o r t e d , 
i t  i s  f o r  you r  con so l a t i on  and  s a l va t i on .” Why  wa s 
Je remi ah  den i ed  a l l  t he  p l e a su re s  and  advan t age s  o f 
s o c i a l  l i f e ?  Bec au s e  t h e  c i rcums t anc e s  i n  wh i ch  he 
exerc i s ed  h i s  min i s t r y  requ i red  the  s ac r i f i ce.  Hence, 
s ay s  God,  “Thou sha l t  not  t ake  to  thee  a  wi fe. in  th i s 
p l a c e.” And  how many  a re  t h e re  now,  who s e  s i t u a - 
t ion,  and work,  and f inances ,  equal ly  demand the ex- 
e rc i s e  o f  t h e  s ame  s e l f - d en i a l ?  E z ek i e l  wa s  b l e s s e d 
w i t h  a  c ompan i on  p e cu l i a r l y  d e a r  t o  h i m .  Sh e  l a -
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b o u r e d  u n d e r  n o  d i s e a s e ;  a n d  m i g h t  h ave  wa l ke d 
w i th  h im fo r  many  ye a r s  a s  an  he i r  o f  t he  g r a ce  o f 
l i f e ;  had  no t  the  we l f a re  o f  the  peop le  requ i red  the 
l ove l y  v i c t im  to  be  “o f f e red  upon  the  s a c r i f i c e  and 
ser vice of  their  f a i th :  Son of  man,” says  Heaven,  “be- 
ho ld ,  I  t ake  f rom thee  the  de s i re  o f  th ine  eye s  wi th 
a  s t roke :  and  beho ld  a t  even ing  my wi f e  d i ed !” And 
he  wa s  f o rb idden  even  to  a s sume  the  appea r ance  o f 
a  mour ner,  in  o rde r  to  be  a  s i gn  t o  t h e  p e op l e !  Upon 
th i s  p r inc ip le  a l l  the i r  en joyment s  a re  rendered  pre- 
c a r iou s  by  you .  And  to  you ,  a s  the  c au se,  a re  to  be 
t r aced the  mos t  pa in fu l  exerc i se s  o f  the i r  l ive s .  They 
h ave  b e en  t emp t ed ,  t o  know how to  s u c cou r  t h em 
tha t  a re  t empted .  They  have  wa lked  in  da rkne s s  and 
have  had  no  l i gh t ,  to  know how to  speak  a  word  in 
s e a son  to  them tha t  a re  wea r y.  They  have  s t r ugg l ed 
wi th  pecunia r y  d i f f i cu l t i e s ,  to  be  able  to  sympath ize 
with the poor of  the f lock,  and to a id them to l ive by 
faith on the providence of God.

Min i s t e r s  h ave  t a l en t s  a s  we l l  a s  o the r s ;  and  the s e 
ab i l i t i e s ,  emp loyed  in  o the r  d i rec t ion s ,  wou ld  p l a ce 
them above  dependence ;  enable  them a s  we l l  a s  you 
to provide for  the i r  f ami l ie s ;  and to enjoy the luxur y 
o f  b e n e f i c e n c e .  F ro m  a l l  t h i s  t h e y  a r e  e x c l u d e d . 
They do not  compla in  o f  th i s .  They need not .  When 
the  ch ie f  Shepherd  sha l l  appea r,  they  sha l l  rece ive  a 
crown of  g lor y that  f adeth not  away:  and having food 
and  r a imen t ,  t h ey  w i s h  t h e rew i t h  t o  b e  con t en t .— 
B u t  i t  i s  f o r  y o u  t h e y  r e l i n q u i s h  o r  r e f u s e  e ve r y 
t empo r a l  emo lumen t ,  eve r y  wo r l d l y  p ro s p e c t .  And 
h ave  t h ey  no  c l a im s  upon  you ?  Tha t  m in i s t e r  who 
con s i d e r s  t h e  t r i f l i n g  s a l a r y  g iven  h im ,  o r  t h e  f ew 
g r a t u i t i e s  h e  re c e ive s ,  a s  a  k i nd  o f  b en e f a c t i on  o r 
a l m s ,  i s  n o t  h u m b l e ,  bu t  m e a n .  H e  o u g h t  t o  f e e l
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tha t  he  s t and s  on  h igher  g round than  a  pauper,  o r  a 
b e n e f i c i a r y.  H e  i s  s u r e l y  n o t h i n g  l e s s  t h a n  t h e i r 
s e r van t  f o r  Je s u s ’ s a ke.  He  e a r n s  wha t  h e  re c e ive s . 
The workman i s  wor thy  o f  h i s  meat :  and h i s  suppor t 
i s  a s  mu c h  a n  o rd i n a n c e  a s  b a p t i s m  o r  t h e  L o rd ’s 
s u p p e r :  e ve n  s o  h a s  t h e  L o r d  o r d a i n e d ,  t h a t  t h e y 
t h a t  p r e a c h  t h e  g o s p e l  s h o u l d  l i ve  o f  t h e  g o s p e l . 
“ L e t  h i m  t h a t  i s  t a u g h t  i n  t h e  wo rd  c o m mu n i c a t e 
unto him that teacheth in all good things.”

T h i r d l y,  t h e i r  i m p o r t a n c e .  T h e s e  m i n i s t e r s  a r e 
b e n e f i c i a l  t o  y o u . — Yo u  t h i n k  a  l aw ye r  h a s  c l a i m s 
u p o n  yo u  f o r  s av i n g  yo u r  s u b s t a n c e .  Yo u  ow n  t h e 
phys ic ian has  c l a ims  upon you for  re s tor ing you your 
h e a l t h .  N o r  d o  we  d i s p u t e  t h e m .  B u t  w h a t  i s  t h e 
body to  the  sou l ?  Or  t ime to  e te r n i ty?—Consc ience, 
d o  t h i n e  o f f i c e .  S p e a k .  “ T h e r e ,” s ay s  o n e ,  “ t h e r e 
i s  t he  man  who  me t  me  in  my  mad  c a ree r,  and  wa s 
the  means  o f  tur ning my fee t  in to the way of  peace.” 
“The re ,” s ay s  a no th e r,  “ t h e re  i s  t h e  m in i s t e r  who, 
w h e n  I  wa s  p e r i s h i n g  f o r  t h i r s t ,  a n g e l  a s  h e  wa s , 
opened  mine  eye s ,  and  shewed  me  a  we l l .” “There,” 
s ay s  a  t h i rd ,  “ i s  t h e  t e a ch e r  who,  a f t e r  o t h e r s  h a d 
w i t h h e l d  f ro m  m e  t h e  r e m e d y,  a n d  I  wa xe d  wo r s e 
and  wor s e,  t o l d  me  o f  t h e  b a lm  in  G i l e ad ,  and  t he 
p hy s i c i a n  t h e re ,  by  w h o s e  s t r i p e s  I  a m  h e a l e d .” — 
Thou owes t  un to  me,  s ay s  Pau l  to  Phi lemon,  even  th ine 
o w n  s e l f .  A n d ,  b u t  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  s a y i n g  t h i s 
mo r n i ng .  B r e t h r e n ,  p r ay  f o r  u s ,  s ome  o f  you  wou l d 
have  been in  he l l  long  ago ;  or  i f  spa red ,  would  have 
been  on ly  f i l l i ng  up  the  mea su re  o f  your  in iqu i t i e s . 
To  them under  God you  owe the  hea l th  tha t  in tem- 
p e r a n c e  wou l d  h ave  r u i n ed ;  a nd  t h e  r e s p e c t a b i l i t y 
t h a t  v i c e  wou l d  h ave  d e s t royed .  Wh i ch  o f  you  c an 
te l l  into what mistakes and embar rassments  you would
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have  f a l l en ,  h ad  no t  they  though t  o f  you  when  yon 
were  a s l eep,  or  eng ros sed  in  your  ca l l ing s ;  and  made 
their discourses to bear on your danger?

D i d  yo u  n e ve r  o b s e r ve  t h e  wo r d s  o f  I s a i a h ? — 
“Though  the  Lo rd  g ive  you  t he  b re ad  o f  a dve r s i t y, 
and the  water  o f  a f f l i c t ion,  ye t  sha l l  not  thy teacher s 
be  removed  in to  a  co r ne r  any  more,  hu t  t h ine  eye s 
s h a l l  s e e  t hy  t e a c h e r s :  a n d  t h i n e  e a r s  s h a l l  h e a r  a 
word  beh ind  thee,  s ay ing .  Th i s  i s  t h e  way,  wa lk  ye 
in  i t ,  when  ye  tu r n  to  the  r i gh t  hand ,  and  when  ye 
t u r n  t o  t h e  l e f t .” A n d  h a v e  yo u  n o t  f o u n d  t h e 
preaching of  the gospel  a  pr ivi lege suf f ic ient to coun- 
t e r - b a l a n c e  a l l  t h a t  i s  d e f e c t ive  o r  p a i n f u l  i n  you r 
l o t ?  Have  you  no t  re tu r ned  f rom the  hou s e  o f  God 
f re ed  f rom  you r  bu rden s ;  a nd  re conc i l e d ,  no t  on l y 
to the duties, but to the tr ials of life?

A n d  o n  t h e m  yo u  d e p e n d  f o r  f u t u r e  a d va n t a g e s . 
To them you look for  pr iva te  admonit ion and encou- 
r agement .  To  them you  look  fo r  publ i c  counse l  and 
comfor t .  To  them you  look  to  sp re ad  your  pe r sona l 
and domes t ic  a f f l i c t ions  be fore  God in  the  sanctuar y. 
I t  i s  not  long be fore  your  min i s te r  wi l l  come to  you 
w i t h  t h e  me s s a g e—S e t  t h i n e  h o u s e  i n  o rd e r ,  f o r  t h o u 
s h a l t  d i e,  a n d  n o t  l i v e .  He  w i l l  s t a nd  by  t h e  s i d e  o f 
t h e  bed  o f  l a ngu i s h ing  and  anx i e t y,  and  s ay,  i n  t h e 
n ame  o f  h i s  God  and  you r  God ,  Lea ve  t hy  f a t h e r l e s s 
c h i l d r e n ,  I  w i l l  p r e s e r v e  t h em  a l i v e,  a n d  l e t  t hy  w i d ow 
t r u s t  i n  m e .  Wi th  you r  weep ing  connex ion s  he  w i l l 
f o l l ow your  rema in s  to  the  g r ave,  and  depo s i t  them 
in  the  house  appointed  for  a l l  l iv ing .  He wi l l  re tur n 
to  the  house  o f  mour ning ,  and a s  i t  i s  the  end o f  a l l 
men ,  w i l l  t e a ch  t h e  l i v i n g  t o  l ay  i t  t o  h e a r t .  I n  a 
se r v ice  s ac red to  your  memor y,  he  wi l l  ho ld  up your 
charac ter  for  the  ed i f i ca t ion o f  o ther s ,  and the  g lor y
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o f  God.  He wi l l  t each  your  o f f sp r ing  to  fo l low your 
example,  and by  a  thousand p ious  wi shes  and endea- 
vours become the guide of their youth.

We  h ave  p rove d  t h a t  yo u r  m i n i s t e r s  h ave  c l a i m s 
upon you. Let us enquire,

S e c o n d l y,  I n  w h a t  w a y  yo u r  p r a y i n g  f o r  t h e m 
will discharge your obligation.

Th i s  m o d e  w i l l  b e  t h e  m o s t  s a t i s f a c t o r y  t o  t h e i r  own 
m i n d s .  Wha t  t h ey  p r i n c i p a l l y  d e s i re  i s  t o  l ive  h i gh 
i n  you r  p r aye r f u l  remembr ance.  They  wou ld  r a t he r 
l ea r n  tha t  you entered  your  c lo se t s  be fore  you came, 
t h an  commended  the i r  s e r mon s  a f t e r  you  re tu r ned . 
I f  they  a re  sp i r i tua l  men,  th i s  wi l l  p lea se  them much 
b e t t e r  t h an  you r  a pp l au s e  a nd  c a re s s e s ,  you r  s i l ve r 
and  your  go ld .  Noth ing  so  re l i eve s ,  no th ing-  so  en- 
c o u r a g e s ,  n o t h i n g  s o  a n i m a t e s  t h e m  i n  t h e i r  p e r - 
for mances .  Mini s ter s ,  consc ious  tha t  they are  l abour- 
ing  among  a  p r aye r fu l  peop l e,  mus t  h ave  some  f ee l - 
i n g  a n d  l i f e ;  mu s t  p r e a c h  w i t h  s o m e  p l e a s u r e  a n d 
hope.

Th i s  mod e  w i l l  b e s t  p r omo t e  you r  a t t a c hmen t  t o  t h em . 
I f  l ove  bege t s  p r aye r,  I  am  su re  p r aye r  b ege t s  l ove. 
Wha t eve r  engage s  much  o f  ou r  t ime  and  a t t en t i on , 
w i l l  s oon  become in t e re s t i ng .  I f  we  cu l t iva t e  a  t ree 
o r  a  f l owe r ,  we  s o o n  f e e l  a  p ro p r i e t y  i n  i t .  I f  we 
t ake  an  o r phan ,  and  f e ed ,  c lo the,  and  educa t e  h im, 
h e  i s  s u r e  t o  b e  e n d e a r e d .  A l l  t h e  a f f e c t i o n s  a r e 
i n c re a s e d  by  e xe rc i s e ;  wh i l e  n eg l i g en c e  b re ed s  i n - 
d i f f e rence  and  in s en s ib i l i t y.  The  ea s i e s t  way  to  love 
an  enemy i s  to  beg in  to  p r ay  fo r  h im.  Mee t ing  h im 
a t  t h e  t h ron e  o f  g r a c e ,  a nd  unde r  t h e  eye  o f  H i m 
who i s  k ind to  the  unthankfu l  and the  unwor thy,  we 
me l t ,  we  p i t y,  we  p a rdon ,  we  embr a ce.  I f  you  p r ay 
for  your mini s ter s ,  you wi l l  th ink much of  them, and
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a t  t he  be s t  t ime.  They  w i l l  s oon  po s s e s s  and  re t a i n 
an impor tance,  and,  which i s  s t i l l  bet ter,  a  sacrednes s 
in your minds ,  that  wi l l  keep your a f fect ion f rom de- 
genera t ing  in to  the  s e r v i l e,  o r  r i s ing  in to  the  ido l a- 
t ro u s .  Yo u  w i l l  n eve r  s e e  t h e m  w i t h o u t  e m o t i o n ; 
nor hear them without reverence.

T h i s  m o d e  w i l l  m o s t  s t r o n g l y  e n f o r c e  t h e  p e r f o r m - 
an c e  o f  e ve r y  o t h e r  du t y .  P r aye r,  when  v i ewed  a r i gh t , 
a l way s  s u p p o s e s  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  e n d e avo u r s .  I t  i s 
mere hypocr i sy,  wi thout  a  cons i s tent  l ine of  conduct . 
The  man tha t  goe s  to  church  on the  mor n ing  o f  the 
sabbath,  and when the command for  sanct i fy ing God’s 
ho l y  d ay  i s  re ad ,  exc l a ims ,  “Lo rd  h ave  me rcy  upon 
u s ,  a nd  i n c l i n e  ou r  h e a r t s  t o  ke ep  t h i s  l aw ;” when 
he  knows  th a t  he  l e f t  h i s  s hop  door  h a l f  open ,  and 
some of  h i s  domes t ic s  se l l ing- insu l t s  God to  h i s  ver y 
f a c e .  A n d  i s  h e  l e s s  m o c ke d  b y  t h a t  f a t h e r  w h o 
p r ay s  f o r  t he  conve r s i on  o f  h i s  ch i l d ren ,  and  neve r 
t r a in s  them up in  the  nur ture  and admoni t ion o f  the 
L o rd ?  I s  h e  l e s s  t r i f l e d  w i t h  by  t h a t  p ro f e s s o r  o f 
re l ig ion who prays  not  to be led into temptat ion,  and 
t h e n  t r e a d s -  t h e  ave nu e s  o f  d i s s i p a t i o n ?  I s  h e  l e s s 
o f f e nded  by  t h a t  m in i s t e r  who  commi t s  h im s e l f  t o 
God for  a s s i s tance,  and never  g ives  himsel f  to reading 
and meditation?

Upon the  s ame pr inc ip l e  i t  may  be  f a i r l y  in fe r red , 
tha t  there  a re  many peop le  who never  p ray  fo r  the i r 
m i n i s t e r .  Fo r  c a n  t h ey  p r ay  f o r  h i m ,  a n d  b e h ave 
improper ly  towards  h im?  Can they  pray  fo r ’ h i s  sup- 
po r t ,  a nd ,  a c co rd i ng  t o  t h e i r  a b i l i t y,  r e f u s e  t o  a i d 
h im?  Can  they  p r ay  fo r  h i s  repu ta t ion ,  and  speak  o f 
h im l i gh t l y  be fo re  the i r  ch i l d ren  and  s e r van t s ?  Can 
t hey  p r ay  f o r  h i s  comfo r t ,  and  g r i eve  h im  by  t he i r 
wa lk ,  t he i r  ab s ence,  o r  t he i r  i n a t t en t i on ?  Can  they
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pray for his  preaching, and come to s leep,  to cr i t ic i se, 
or  to  cav i l ?—Out of  the i r  own months  they a re  con- 
d e m n e d .  I f  t h e y  r e a l l y  a n d  e a r n e s t l y  p r a ye d  f o r 
t h e i r  m i n i s t e r ,  e ve r y  o t h e r  d u t y  t h e y  owe d  h i m 
would follow certainly, and of course.

T h i s  m o d e  w i l l  b e  m o s t  p r o d u c t i v e  o f  t h e i r  a d va n - 
t a g e .  I n  t h i s  way  yo u  n o t  o n l y  m ay,  bu t  mu s t  b e 
u se fu l  to  your  min i s t e r s .  Does  no t  God hea r  p raye r ? 
Has  not  he  appoin ted  i t ?  Here  i s  the  promi se :  “Ask , 
a nd  i t  s h a l l  b e  g iven  you :  s e e k ,  a nd  ye  s h a l l  f i n d : 
knock,  and i t  sha l l  be  opened unto you.” Here  i s  the 
expe r i ence  o f  h i s  peop l e  in  eve r y  age  to  exemp l i f y, 
and conf i r m the  promise.  He “never  s a id  to  the  seed 
o f  Jacob,  seek  ye  me in  va in .” “The e f fec tua l  f e r vent 
p r aye r  o f  a  r i gh t eou s  man  ava i l e t h  much .” Ne i t h e r 
i s  t h e  e f f i c a c y  o f  i t  h i n d e re d  by  i n f i r m i t y ;  “ E l i a s 
was  a  man sub jec t  to  l ike  pa s s ions  a s  we  a re,  and  he 
prayed ear nes t ly  tha t  i t  might  not  ra in ;  and i t  r a ined 
not  on  the  ea r th  by  the  space  o f  th ree  yea r s  and  s ix 
mon th s .  And  he  p r ayed  a g a i n ,  and  t he  he aven  g ave 
rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit.”

F i n a l l y.  T h i s  m o d e  i s  t h e  m o s t  a c c e s s i b l e .  T h i s 
way  in  which  you can  se r ve  your  min i s t e r s  doe s  no t 
depend upon t a l en t s ,  o f f i ce,  condi t ion .  A man,  poor 
i n  t h i s  wo r l d ,  may  be  r i ch  i n  f a i t h :  and  he  t h a t ’ i s 
ove r l o o ke d  eve n  by  h i s  n e i g h b o u r s  o n  e a r t h  m ay 
have  g rea t  in t e re s t  a t  the  cour t  o f  heaven .  Outward 
d i s t i n c t i o n s  a r e  h e r e  n o t h i n g .  H e  w h o  p o s s e s s e s 
m o s t  o f  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  p r aye r  h a s  m o s t  p owe r  w i t h 
G o d ,  w h e t h e r  h e  d we l l s  i n  a  p a l a c e ,  o r  s i g h s  i n  a 
workhouse.

Some o f  you,  perhaps ,  have  no o ther  way  o f  shew- 
i n g  t o  yo u r  m i n i s t e r  t h e  r e g a rd  yo u  w i s h  t o  p ay. 
You  h ave  no  man s i on ,  a nd  c a nno t  i nv i t e  h i m  t o  a
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we l l - s p re ad  t ab l e .  You  have  no  sub s t ance,  and  c an- 
n o t  f u r n i s h  h i s  s h e l f  w i t h  t h e  u s e f u l  vo l u m e ,  o r 
enable  h im,  a s  he  en te r s  the  hove l  o f  ind igence  and 
p a in ,  t o  a c company  h i s  d evo t ion  w i th  re l i e f .  Com- 
pa s s iona te  hea r t s !  Be  not  d i s couraged .  “Where  there 
i s  f i r s t  a  w i l l i n g  m ind ,  i t  i s  a c c ep t ed  a c co rd i ng  t o 
th a t  a  man  ha th ,  and  no t  a cco rd ing  to  th a t  he  ha th 
n o t .” B u t  yo u  m ay  d o  h i m  g o o d ;  g r e a t  g o o d ;  u n - 
s p e ak ab l e  good .  You  h ave  a  re s ou rc e,  a  m igh t y  re - 
sou rce  in  p r aye r ;  and  how shou ld  you  re jo i ce  in  i t , 
a n d  e m p l oy  i t !  Yo u  h ave  a  f r i e n d  e ve r  n e a r  yo u 
who  i s  a lm i gh t y ;  “he  w i l l  re g a rd  t h e  p r aye r  o f  t h e 
de s t i tu te,  and  wi l l  no t  de sp i s e  the i r  p r aye r.” He  can 
d o  f o r  t h i s  yo u n g  m i n i s t e r  e x c e e d i n g  a bu n d a n t l y, 
a b ove  a l l  yo u  a s k  o r  t h i n k .  H e  c a n  g i ve  h i m  t h e 
z e a l  o f  a  Wh it f i e l d ;  t h e  k n ow l e d g e  o f  a n  Owe n ; 
t h e  s e r i o u s n e s s  o f  a  Baxte r ;  t h e  s p i r i t u a l i t y  o f  a 
L e i ghton ;  t h e  s imp l i c i t y  a nd  unc t i on  o f  a  He nry; 
t h e  d i l i g e n c e  a n d  a m i a b l e n e s s  o f  a  D oddr i dg e . — 
Gre a t l y  a c c ep t a b l e ,  a nd  eve r y  way  p rom i s i ng  a s  h e 
now i s ,  no  bounds  c an  be  f i xed  to  h i s  improvement 
o r  u s e f u l n e s s ,  y o u  a l s o  s t r i v i n g  t o g e t h e r  i n  p r ay e r  t o 
God for him.

T h e r e  i s  a lway s  a  d e l i c a c y  i n  d e s c r i b i n g  d u t i e s 
o f  which we are  not  only  the recommender s ,  but  the 
o b j e c t s .  I  f e l t  i t  i n  t h e  p ro s p e c t  o f  t h i s  e xe r c i s e . 
Indeed i t  i s  a lmos t  impos s ible  to  engage  in  a  se r v ice 
l ike th i s ,  without  seeming to exa l t  our se lves ,  in  mag- 
nifying our office.

Bu t  i f  a ny  s t a t emen t  o f  t h e  s ub j e c t  c an  s e cu re  u s 
f rom the imputat ion, i t  i s  the view of i t  we have been 
t a k i n g .  You  w i l l  b e a r  u s  w i t n e s s  t h a t  we  h ave  no t 
been  ca l l ing  fo r  an  inc rea se  o f  s a l a r y,  exac t ing  dou- 
b l e  honour,  o r  a s suming  pompous  name s  and  t i t l e s .
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We have  not  appea red  be fo re  you  a s  d ign i t a r i e s ,  bu t 
a s  p e t i t i o n e r s .  “ B re t h re n ,  p r ay  f o r  u s .” T h i s  i s  a l l 
we  d e s i r e .  T h i n k  o f  o u r  w a n t s .  R e m e m b e r  o u r 
wo rk ,  ou r  t r i a l s ,  ou r  d ange r,  ou r  d ependence,  a nd 
our  re spons ib i l i t y.  Cand id ly  we igh  the  c l a ims  which 
we  h ave  u p o n  yo u .  R e m e m b e r  we  a r e  t h e  m e n  o f 
yo u r  c h o i c e ;  we  a r e  d evo t e d  t o  yo u r  s e r v i c e ;  a n d 
you  de r ive  impor t an t  and  numbe r l e s s  b ene f i t s  f rom 
o u r  l a b o u r s .  D i s c h a r g e  yo u r  o b l i g a t i o n  by  p r aye r . 
Remember i t  i s  a  method the most  sa t i s f actor y to our 
m ind s ;  i t  w i l l  b e s t  p romote  you r  a t t a chmen t  t o  u s ; 
i t  w i l l  mo s t  s t rong l y  i n f l u ence  t h e  p e r f o r mance  o f 
eve r y  o the r  du ty ;  i t  w i l l  b e  the  mos t  p roduc t ive  o f 
advantage; it is within the reach of all.

I n  t h i s  way  p rove  a n d  c h e r i s h  yo u r  r e g a r d .  I n 
your  soc i a l  exe rc i s e s ;  a round  your  f ami ly  a l t a r s ;  and 
when a lone,  bear  us  upon your  minds .  Thi s  i s  a l l  the 
r e t u r n  we  i m p l o re  f o r  o u r  s e r v i c e s  a n d  s a c r i f i c e s . 
Accord ing  to  our  power  we a re  mindfu l  o f  you.  The 
s t u d y  a s  we l l  a s  t h e  p u l p i t  i s  w i t n e s s ,  a n d  G o d  i s 
w i t n e s s ,  t h a t ;  we  r e m e m b e r  yo u  c o l l e c t i ve l y,  a n d 
s p re ad  you r  c a s e s  i nd iv i dua l l y  b e fo re  t he  t h rone  o f 
g r a c e  a n d  m e rc y.  A n d  we  h ave  yo u  i n  o u r  h e a r t s , 
both  to  l ive  and to  d ie  wi th  you.  “O!  ye,” who con- 
s t i tu te  the  people  o f  our  charge,  “our  mouth i s  open 
un to  you ,  ou r  he a r t  i s  en l a r ged ;  now,  f o r  a  re com- 
p e n c e  i n  t h e  s a m e ,  b e  y e  a l s o  e n l a r g e d .  B R E - 
THREN, PRAY FOR US.”

I  have  been  c a l l ed  pecu l i a r l y  to  add re s s  the  mem- 
b e r s  o f  t h i s  c hu rch .  He re  a re  s ome  who  a re  mem- 
b e r s  o f  n o  c h u r c h .  I  h ave  b e e n  a d d r e s s i n g  t h o s e 
who s e  du t y  i t  i s  t o  p r ay  f o r  t h e i r  m in i s t e r s .—Here 
a re  s ome—perhap s  many !  who  neve r  p r ay  f o r  t h em- 
s e l v e s .  I  may  s e em to  go  ou t  o f  my  way  to  be spe ak
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the  a t t en t ion  o f  such ;  bu t  who would  no t  go  out  o f 
h i s  way  to  a t tempt  to  s ave  a  sou l  f rom dea th ,  and to 
hide a multitude of sins?

When my dea r  and  honoured  f r i end  and  tu tor,  the 
Rev.  Cornel ius  Winter,  was  orda ined ,  two per sons , 
even  p ro f l i g a t e  b e f o re ,  we re  c onve r t e d ,  who  l i ve d 
ho l y,  a nd  d i e d  h appy  i n  t h e  Lo rd .  I t  s e emed  a  d i - 
v ine  encouragement ;  and  h i s  gen t l e  sp i r i t  v i ewed  i t 
a s  a  token for  good.  What  a  s a t i s f ac t ion  would  i t  be 
to  the  k indred  mind  o f  th i s  young  d iv ine,  on  whose 
h e a d  we  h ave  b e e n  i m p l o r i n g  s o  m a ny  b l e s s i n g s ! 
wha t  a  t ime  to  be  remembered  wou ld  th i s  mor n ing 
prove,  i f ,  be fo re  the  s e r v i ce  ends ,  joy  in  heaven  be- 
gins, “over one sinner that repenteth!”

—So  then  i t  i s  a  t r u th ,  t h a t  s ome  o f  you ,  t hough 
you are found in his  presence this  morning, l ive with- 
out  God in  the  wor ld !  You go for th  and  re tur n ;  and 
God  i s  no t  i n  a l l  you r  t hough t s !  You  l i e  down  and 
r i s e  up ;  bu t  re s t r a i n  p r aye r  b e f o re  God !  Th i s  du t y 
yo u  n e g l e c t !  T h i s  p r i v i l e g e  yo u  d e s p i s e !  T h e  R e - 
deemer suf fered,  the just  for the unjust ,  that  he might 
br ing  us  unto God;  but  you a re  re so lved to  d ie  e te r- 
n a l l y  r a t h e r  t h a n  a p p ro a c h  h i m  by  t h a t  n ew  a n d 
l i v i n g  way  w h i c h  h e  h a s  c o n s e c r a t e d  f o r  yo u !  H e 
c r i e s—“Tur n  you  a t  my  rep roo f :  beho ld  I  w i l l  pour 
out  my sp i r i t  unto you;  I  wi l l  make known my words 
u n t o  yo u .” B u t  yo u  s e t  a t  n o u g h t  a l l  h i s  c o u n s e l ! 
You  de s p i s e  a l l  h i s  re p roo f !—You  may  ob t a i n  t em- 
pora l  good things  without  prayer,  but  they wi l l  prove 
you r  cu r s e :  a nd  wh i l e  you  cong r a t u l a t e  you r s e l ve s 
on  the  f i ne  pa s tu re  in to  wh ich  you  a re  tu r ned ,  you 
a re  f a t t en ing  fo r  the  day  o f  s l augh te r.  “The  p ro spe- 
r i t y  o f  foo l s  sha l l  de s t roy  them.” And a s  to  sp i r i tua l 
blessings—those blessings which pertain to the soul
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and  e t e r n i t y ;  t ho s e  b l e s s i ng s ,  one  o f  wh i ch ,  i f  you 
we re  t r u l y  w i s e,  you  wou ld  de s i re  above  the  who l e 
wor ld ;  the se—such i s  the  inv io l able  order  o f  Heaven 
—these  can never  be  obta ined wi thout  prayer .—“For 
a l l  these  th ings  I  wi l l  be  enquired of  by the house of 
Israel to do it for them. ”

Do not  there fore  imag ine  tha t  your  end  wi l l  d i f f e r 
f rom  you r  c ou r s e .  I f  you  l i ve  w i t h o u t  p r aye r ,  yo u 
w i l l  d i e  w i t h o u t  h o p e ;  a n d  yo u r  h i s t o r y,  t h ro u g h 
end l e s s  a ge s ,  l i ke  Ezek i e l ’s  ro l l ,  w i l l  be  re ad  l amen - 
tation, and mourning, and woe.
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THE HAND OF GOD IN AFFLICTIONS:

A SERMON
OCCASIONED BY

THE DEATH OF MISS ANN WHITCHURCH,

WHO DEPARTED THIS LIFE

FRIDAY, OCTOBER the 9th, 1818, AGED 22.

DELIVERED IN

ARGYLE CHAPEL, BATH,

OCTOBER 18, 1818.

—————All, all on  
Earth is shadow—all beyond is substance.— 
The reverse is folly’s creed.  
How solid all, where change shall be no more!  
	 Young.  
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ADVERTISEMENT.

This Ser mon,  which the  Author,  fee l ing  a  wi sh  to 
Improve an affecting event, preached without solici- 

t a t ion ,  he  publ i she s  en t i re l y  a t  the  de s i re  o f  the  re- 
l a t ive s  and  the  aud ience.  They  there fore  a re  re spon- 
s ib le  fo r  the  d i s cour se,  such  a s  i t  i s :  and  to  them he 
affectionately dedicates it.

Percy Place,
October 24, 1818.
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“Behold, he taketh away, who can hinder him? Who wil l 
say unto him, what doest thou?”—Job ix. 12.

My Brethren,

It  a lway s  h i g h l y  b e c o m e s  u s  t o  e n t e r t a i n  p ro p e r 
apprehens ions  o f  h im “wi th  whom we have  to  do.” 

H e  i s ,  i n d e e d ,  “ a  G o d  t h a t  h i d e t h  h i m s e l f .” “ H e 
d we l l e t h  i n  t h e  l i g h t  w h i c h  n o  m a n  c a n  a p p ro a c h 
unto,  and  h im no man ha th  seen ,  o r  can  see.” There 
a re  h e i gh t s ,  a nd  d ep th s ,  a nd  b re ad t h s ,  a nd  l e ng t h s 
in  h i s  e s s ence,  and  a t t r i bu te s ,  and  work s ,  and  way s , 
wh i ch  e l ude  a l l  c re a t ed ,  a l l  f i n i t e  re s e a rch :  and  we 
may go even to an archangel with the quest ion Eliphaz 
add re s s ed  to  Job :  “Can s t  t h ou  by  s e a rch ing  f i nd  ou t 
G o d ,  c a n s t  t h o u  f i n d  o u t  t h e  A l m i g h t y  u n t o  p e r - 
fection?”

A r e  we  t h e n  s e a l e d  u p  i n  t o t a l  i g n o r a n c e ?  A r e 
we  c a l l e d  t o  wo r s h i p  “ an  unknown  God ?” No :  He 
h a s  no t  l e f t  h im s e l f  w i t hou t  w i t n e s s ;  i n  t h a t  h e  i s 
con t inua l l y  do ing  u s  good ,  and  s end ing  u s  r a in  and 
f r u i t fu l  sea sons ,  and f i l l ing  our  hear t s  wi th  food and 
g l a d n e s s .  H i s  wo rd  i s  “ a  l a m p  u n t o  o u r  p a t h ,  a n d 
a  l i g h t  un to  ou r  f e e t .” A s  f a r  a s  ou r  s t a t e  re qu i re s 
in for mat ion ,  He ha s  g iven  u s  a  reve l a t ion  o f  h imse l f 
i n  t h i s  s a c red  vo l ume ;  and  i t  i s  bo th  ou r  du t y  and 
ou r  p r iv i l e g e  t o  a s s ume  w i t h  t h an k f u l n e s s ,  a n d  t o 
imp rove  w i th  i nv io l ab l e  f i r mne s s ,  t h e  v i ew s  o f  t h e 
Sup reme  Be ing  i t  ho ld s  f o r th—fo r  they  w i l l  o f  ne -
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ces s i ty  be fundamenta l  in re l ig ion—and a l l  our creed, 
a l l  our  conduct ,  and a l l  our  comfor t  must  be a f fected 
by them.

Hi s  d i spen s a t ion s  w i th  rega rd  to  na t ion s ,  f ami l i e s , 
a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s  a r e  v a r i o u s .  I n  s o m e  o f  t h e m  h e 
thunder s ;  in  o the r s  we  hea r  on ly  a  sma l l  s t i l l  vo i ce. 
Some  o f  t h em c a l l  u s  t o  re j o i c e ;  o t h e r s  t o  mou r n . 
S o m e  e n r i c h  u s ;  o t h e r s  i m p ove r i s h .  I n  s o m e  H e 
g ive s ;  i n  o the r s  He  t ake s  away—But  He  i s  the  s ame 
in  a l l ;  and  a l l  a re  wor thy  o f  ou r  a t t en t ion .  I f  t he re 
be  a  d i f fe rence,  i t  i s  in  f avour  o f  h i s  more  awfu l  and 
p a i n f u l  d e a l i n g s  w i t h  u s .  T h e s e  p e c u l i a r l y  d e s e r ve 
and  demand  ou r  re g a rd .  I n  t h e s e  h e  s e ems  t o  move 
out  o f  h i s  common road,  in  order  to  awaken and im- 
p re s s  the  mind .  Our  food  i s  in tended  to  do  u s  good 
—bu t  how much  more  ou r  med i c i n e ?  When  t h i s  i s 
adminis tered in vain,  our case beg ins to be suspicious, 
alarming, desperate.

There  i s  noth ing ,  there fore,  by  which we can more 
de fy  and  p rovoke  the  God  o f  the  who le  e a r th ,  th an 
whi le  he i s  employing methods  so extraordinar i ly  de- 
s i gned  and  adap ted  to  a f f e c t  u s ,  we  “ rega rd  no t  the 
work o f  the  Lord ,” ne i ther  cons ider  the  opera t ion o f 
h i s  h and .  “Hea r  ye,  t h e re fo re,” s ay s  t h e  vo i c e  f rom 
h e ave n ,  “ H e a r  ye  t h e  ro d ,  a n d  H i m  t h a t  h a t h  a p - 
p o i n t e d  i t .” “ I n  t h e  d a y  o f  a d ve r s i t y,  c o n s i d e r .” 
“Beho l d” H im  i n  a l l  h e  doe s ;  bu t  mo s t  a t t en t ive l y 
a n d  s e r i o u s l y  c o n t e m p l a t e  H i m  w h e n  h e  c o m e s  t o 
t a k e  a w a y .  “ B e h o l d ,  h e  tak e t h  away,  w h o  can 
h i n d e r  h i m ?  w h o  w i l l  s ay  u n t o  h i m ,  w h at 
doest thou?”

I t  a ppe a r s  f rom th i s  p a s s a g e,  t h a t  i n  t h e  l o s s e s  o f 
l i f e  we  a r e  t o  r e c o g n i z e  a n d  a c k n ow l e d g e — T h e 
t r u th  o f  h i s  a g ency—The  uncon t ro l l a b l ene s s  o f  h i s
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domin ion—and—The un impeachablene s s  o f  h i s  con- 
duct.

The truth of his agency—“He taketh away.”
T h e  u n c o n t r o l l a b l e n e s s  o f  h i s  d o m i n i o n — “ W h o  c a n 

hinder him?”
T h e  u n i m p e a c h a b l e n e s s  o f  h i s  c o n d u c t — “ W h o  w i l l 

say unto him. What—doest Thou?”

I .  B e h o l d ,  t h e  t r u t h  o f  h i s  a g e n c y . — “ H e  t a k e t h 
away.” I t  i s  obv iou s  t h a t  ou r  ho l d  o f  eve r y  po s s e s - 
s ion  and  en joyment  i s  ve r y  p reca r iou s ,  and  tha t  our 
comfor t s  l i e  a t  the  d i sposa l  o f  another.  Thi s  conc lu- 
s ion depends  not  on rea sonings ;  i t  re su l t s  f rom f ac t s : 
Sc r ip ture  i s  not  nece s s a r y  to  teach  i t ;  a l l  h i s to r y,  a l l 
observation, all experience proclaims it.

Wea l t h  i s  o f t en  t a ken  away.  Men  make  go l d  t h e i r 
hope,  and  f ine  go ld  the i r  conf idence ;  but  noth ing  i s 
mo re  p re c a r i ou s ;  t h ey  a re  t h e re f o re  c a l l e d  “unce r - 
t a in  r i ches ;” and we a re  commanded not  to  “ t r us t  in 
them.” How many,  a f t e r  dev i s ing  the  be s t  p l an s ,  and 
ava i l i n g  t h e m s e l ve s  o f  eve r y  a s s i s t a n c e  t h a t  c o u l d 
p ro m i s e  s u c c e s s ,  a r e  g ro a n i n g  ove r  t h e i r  d e f e a t e d 
p ro j e c t s — “ M y  p u r p o s e s  a r e  b ro ke n  o f f ,  e ve n  t h e 
t hough t s  o f  my  h e a r t ! ” How many  a re  no t  on l y  i n 
embar ra s sment s ,  but  have  the i r  ind igence  embi t te red 
bv  cont r a s t  wi th  the  p l en ty  tha t  once  c rowned the i r 
table!

H e a l t h  i s  o f t e n  t a ke n  away.  “ L e t  n o t  t h e  s t ro n g 
m a n  g l o r y  i n  h i s  s t r e n g t h .” W h a t  i s  i t  a g a i n s t  t h e 
decays  of  nature,  the v io lence of  acc ident ,  the cor ro- 
s i o n  o f  d i s e a s e ?  “ W h e n  T h o u  w i t h  r e b u ke s  d o s t 
cor rec t  man fo r  in iqu i ty,  Thou makes t  h i s  beau ty  to 
c o n s u m e  away  l i k e  a  m o t h ;  s u r e l y  e ve r y  m a n  i s 
vanity.”
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Re a s on  i s  o f t e n  t a ken  away.  No  cond i t i on ,  how- 
eve r  e l eva t ed ,  s e cu re s  t h e  po s s e s s o r.  Nebuchadnez - 
z a r ’s  unde r s t a nd i n g  d ep a r t e d  f rom  h im ;  a nd  i n  h i s 
f anc i e s  and  f e e l i ng s  he  wa s  reduced  to  a  l eve l  w i th 
the beasts that perish.

— A n d  a r e  n o t  c o n n e x i o n s  a n d  r e l a t i v e s  o f t e n 
t a ke n  away ?  I s  t h e r e  a  p e r s o n  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f 
G o d  w h o  h a s  n o t  h a d  r e a s o n  t o  s i g h ?  “ L ove r  a n d 
fr iend hast  Thou put f ar  f rom me, and mine acquaint- 
a n c e  i n t o  d a r k n e s s .” I t  i s  n e e d l e s s  t o  e n l a r g e  t h e 
i l lu s t r a t ion .  I t  i s  undeniable  tha t  our  pos se s s ions  and 
comfor t s  a re  holden by a  ver y  precar ious  tenure ;  and 
are removeable at the pleasure of another.

A n d  w h o  i s  t h e  d i s p o s e r ?  W h o  i s  H e  t h a t  t h u s 
in t e r medd le s  w i th  our  a f f a i r s ,  and  l ay s  de so l a t e  ou r 
c o m f o r t s ?  “ B e h o l d  H e  t a ke t h  away.” T h e r e  i s  n o 
such  th ing  a s  chance  i n  h i s  emp i re.  H i s  p rov idence 
i s  no t  on l y  r e a l ,  bu t  un ive r s a l .  “A  s p a r row  f a l l e t h 
n o t  t o  t h e  g ro u n d  w i t h o u t  o u r  H e ave n l y  F a t h e r ; 
Ye a ,  t h e  ve r y  h a i r s  o f  ou r  h e ad  a re  a l l  numbe red .” 
“ W h o  g a v e  J a c o b  f o r  a  s p o i l ,  a n d  I s r a e l  t o  t h e 
ro bb e r s ?  D i d  n o t  t h e  L o r d ;  h e  a g a i n s t  w h o m  t h ey 
h a d  s i n n e d ? ”  Wa r  i s  c a l l e d  “ H i s  s w o r d .”  H e 
“ca l l s  for  a  f amine upon the  l and,” and “c leannes s  o f 
t e e t h ” s t a l k s  t h ro u g h .  H e  “ b r e a ke t h  t h e  s h i p s  o f 
Ta r s h i s h  w i t h  a n  e a s t  w i n d .” “ I  c l o t h e ,” s ay s  H e , 
“ the  heaven s  w i th  s a ckc lo th ,” “ I  fo r m the  l i gh t  and 
c r e a t e  d a r k n e s s :  I  m a ke  p e a c e  a n d  c r e a t e  e v i l :  I , 
t h e  Lo rd ,  do  a l l  t h e s e  t h i ng s .” “ I s  t h e re  an  ev i l  i n 
the city, and the Lord hath not done it?”

No t  t h a t  God  i n  t h e s e  c a s e s  a lway s ,  i f  eve r ,  a c t s 
immedia te ly—He commonly,  i f  not  invar i ably,  works 
o t h e r w i s e .  E ve n  i n  t h i n g s  p u r e l y  s p i r i t u a l ,  a n d 
whe re  t h e  re s u l t  i s  s o  man i f e s t l y  h i s  own ,  h e  u s e s
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means  to  produce  i t .  Pau l  p l an t s  and Apol lo s  water s , 
t hough  He  g ive t h  t h e  i n c re a s e ,  a nd  wo rke t h  a l l  i n 
a l l .  And  t hu s  i t  i s  i n  t empo r a l  t h i n g s ;  i n s t r umen t s 
a re  emp loyed :  bu t  i n s t r umen t a l i t y  s uppo s e s  and  re - 
qu i re s  a g ency—and  requ i re s  i t ,  wha t eve r  a b i l i t y  o r 
adapta t ion i t  pos se s se s :—for  however  keen the sword, 
o r  exce l l en t  the  pen ,  the  one  cannot  wound ,  o r  the 
o t h e r  w r i t e ,  w i t h o u t  a  h a n d  t o  u s e  i t .  A l l  eve n t s 
a n d  a l l  c r e a t u r e s  d e p e n d  u p o n  G o d ;  a n d  t h ey  c a n 
ne i t he r  b l e s s  no r  i n j u re  u s ,  bu t  a s  h e  pe r m i t s ,  em- 
ploys, succeeds them.

H e n c e ,  t o o,  h i s  i n t e r p o s i t i o n  i s  n o t  v i s i b l e .  H e 
rea l l y  doe s  a l l ,  bu t  s e ems  to  do  noth ing .  Hi s  agency, 
though obvious enough in i t s  resul t s ,  i s  impercept ible 
i n  i t s  wo rk i ng .  Thu s  i t  i s  w i t h  t h e  w ind ;  we  c an - 
not  s ee  i t  pa s s ,  bu t  we can  see  i t s  pa s s age,  and  t r ace 
the  d i rec t ion  o f  i t s  p rog re s s  in  i t s  e f f e c t s .  Read  the 
preceding ver se ;  “Lo,  he  goeth by me,  and I  see  h im 
not; he passeth on also, but I perceive him not.”

God r a re ly  make s  u se  o f  the  mar ve l lou s ,  o r  ac t s  so 
as  to a l ter  the regular  and es tabl i shed order  of  things . 
H i s  a g e n c y  s o m e t i m e s  i n d e e d  r e s e m b l e s  a  t o r r e n t 
w h i c h  swe e p s  ove r  a n  u nu s u a l  s u r f a c e ,  a n d  b e a r s 
down  c a t t l e ,  a nd  t re e s ,  a nd  hou s e s ,  a nd ,  a s  i t  ro l l s 
a nd  ro a r s  a l ong ,  d r aw s  p eop l e  t o  t h e  ma r g i n  w i t h 
amazement and dismay: but he more commonly br ings 
h i s  de s ign s  to  pa s s  in  a  manner  more  s low and  t r an- 
qu i l ,  and  unobse r ved ,  re sembl ing  the  f low o f  a  r ive r 
t h a t  ke ep s  i t s  own  ch anne l ,  a nd  re a che s  i t s  f u l n e s s 
by  a  cou r s e  a s  n a tu r a l  a s  i t  i s  e f f i c i en t .  I t  i s  a  f i n e 
image the genius  o f  So lomon employs ,  when he says , 
“The  k ing ’s  hea r t  i s  in  the  hand  o f  the  Lord ,  a s  the 
r iver s  o f  water :  He tur neth i t  whi ther soever  he wi l l .”
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The husbandman does  not  change the qua l i ty  but  the 
cu r ren t  o f  the  s t re am:  i t  s t i l l  f l ows  a cco rd ing  to  i t s 
na tura l  p ropens ion ,  ye t  r uns  under  h i s  gu idance,  and 
i n  s ub s e r v i ency  t o  h i s  p l e a su re.  Thu s  a g en t s  a c t  o f 
t h em s e l ve s ;  ye t  a r e  h i s  s e r va n t s :  t h ey  f o l l ow  t h e i r 
own  i n c l i n a t i on ,  bu t  f u l f i l  h i s  pu r po s e s .  Th i s  f a c t , 
misconceived,  has  led in f ide l s  to  deny the providence 
o f  God  in  the  even t s  o f  the  wor ld ;  and  even  ph i lo - 
sopher s  the  mos t  convinced o f  the  ex i s tence  o f  God, 
f rom the  appea r ance  o f  beau t i e s ,  re l a t ion s ,  and  u t i - 
l i t ie s  in  the par t s  o f  the univer se,  have di savowed the 
h and  o f  God  i n  t h e  man ag emen t  o f  human  a f f a i r s , 
be l iev ing that  wi th regard to these,  “ t ime and chance 
happen to  them a l l .” The rea son of  the  incons i s tency 
s eems  to  be  th i s .  In  the  f i xed  sy s t em o f  na tu re  they 
s ee  c rea tu re s  ac t ing  in  a  cons t an t  and  un i fo r m man- 
n e r ;  bu t  t h e s e  b e i n g  pu re l y  p a s s i ve  i n  t h em s e l ve s , 
must  be determined and conducted by a foreign power ; 
a nd  a  p re s i d i n g  a g en cy  c a nno t  b e  qu e s t i on ed .  Bu t 
in  human l i fe  they meet  wi th be ings  who are  mas ter s 
o f  t h e i r  ow n  c o n d u c t ,  a n d  a c t  by  k n ow l e d g e  a n d 
cho i ce ;  po s s e s s i ng  bound l e s s  l i be r t y,  and  c ap r i c iou s 
d i spos i t ions ;  somet imes  gover ned by pr inc ip le,  some- 
t imes  by  example,  somet imes  by  f ancy,  somet imes  by 
pr ide,  and somet imes  by mal ice ;  and not  able  to  d i s - 
t ingu i sh  be tween the  f i r s t  c au se  and  the  subord ina te 
i s sue s—the ch ie f  agent  and the  in s t r ument—the per- 
fec t ion of  the  Creator,  and the weaknes s  and fo l ly  o f 
t he  c re a tu re,  t hey  adhe re  to  the  immed i a t e  and  ap- 
parent  pr incip le  of  act ion,  without ascending to God, 
who pres ides  over  a l l ,  in sp i r ing the  good,  per mit t ing 
the  ev i l ,  and  reduc ing  the  whole  to  the  accompl i sh- 
ment of his own pleasure.
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And indeed ,  i f  s en se  on ly  wa s  to  be  consu l t ed ,  we 
should se ldom think of God in the most tr ying occur- 
rence s .  To  f ind  a  c au se  fo r  the  a f f l i c t i on  o f  Jo s eph , 
why  n e ed  we  go  b eyond  t h e  envy  o f  h i s  b re t h ren ? 
Or  a  re a son  fo r  the  cu r s ing  o f  Dav id ,  why  need  we 
l o o k  f u r t h e r  t h a n  t h e  m a l i g n i t y  o f  S h i m e i ?  O r  a 
mot ive  fo r  the  c r uc i f i x ion  o f  the  Son  o f  God ,  wha t 
want  we more  than  the  j ea lousy  o f  the  ch ie f  p r i e s t s , 
a nd  t h e  iv i c kedne s s  o f  t h e  Jew s ?  Who,  a t  t h e  f i r s t 
s i gh t  o f  a l l  t he s e,  wou ld  no t  h ave  a s c r i bed  them to 
h u m a n  a g e n c y ?  Ye t ,  “ G o d  s e n t  m e  h e r e ,” s a y s 
J o s e p h ,  “ t o  s a ve  m u c h  p e o p l e  a l i ve .” “ G o d  h a t h 
b i dd en  h im ,” s ay s  Dav i d .  And  “He  wa s  d e l i ve re d ,” 
says  the apost le,  “according to the deter minate  coun- 
sel and foreknowledge of God.”

I t  i s  nece s s a r y,  t he re fo re,  t o  r i s e  above  s en s e,  and 
to ca l l  in  the a id  of  that  f a i th which i s  not  only “the 
subs t ance  o f  th ing s  hoped for,” but  “ the  ev idence  o f 
t h ing s  no t  s e en .” And  th i s  w i l l  b e  f ound  to  con s t i - 
tu te  the  d i f f e rence  be tween the  na tura l  man and  the 
Chr i s t i an .  The  fo r mer  i s  no  be t t e r  a t  hea r t  th an  an 
a the i s t :  he  i s  w i thout  God in  the  wor ld :  God i s  no t 
i n  a l l  h i s  t h o u g h t s .  A  C h r i s t i a n  o n l y  i s  t h e  t r u e 
the i s t .  He  i s  t he  on ly  f i r m and  v i t a l  be l i eve r  i n  the 
b e i n g  a n d  e m p i r e  o f  G o d .  B u t  h e  d o e s  b e l i e ve  i n 
t h e m .  H e  wa l k s  by  f a i t h ,  a n d  n o t  by  s i g h t .  H e  i s 
a sp i r ing  a f t e r  a  wor ld  where  “God i s  a l l  in  a l l ,” and 
t o  t h i s  s t a t e  h e  i s  a l r e a d y  i n  a  m e a s u re  c o m e.  H e 
h a s  b e g u n  t o  s e e ,  a n d  h e a r ,  a n d  r e a l i s e  G o d .  H e 
acknowledge s  Him in  a l l  h i s  way s ;  and  when  o the r s 
s ay,  “O i t  was  tha t  un lucky acc ident ;  i t  was  tha t  un- 
f o r t un a t e  s e r van t ;  i t  wa s  t h a t  p e r f i d i ou s  f r i e nd ;  i t 
wa s  t h a t  d e ad l y  en emy”—He  c r i e s  w i t h  E l i ,  “ I t  i s 
t h e  L o r d ,” a n d  e n d e avo u r s  t o  a d d ,  “ L e t  H i m  d o
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what  seemeth h im good.” I  p i ty  the  man who,  in  the 
day of evi l ,  i s  the wretch of events ,  without author or 
d e s i g n ;  a n d  f i n d s  h i m s e l f  l e f t  a l o n e  i n  a  h e a r t l e s s 
wor ld ,  wi th  bl ind  chance,  wi th  h i s  own ev i l  t emper, 
and  wi th  the  demons  o f  impa t i ence  and  unbe l i e f .— 
T h e  C h r i s t i a n  f e e l s  h i m s e l f  s t i l l  w i t h  G o d ,  “ eve n 
h i s  own God;” and h i s  pre sence  en l ightens  a l l  tha t  i s 
g loomy,  re l i eve s  a l l  tha t  i s  depre s s ing ;  b r ing s  beau ty 
ou t  o f  con fu s ion ,  and  tu r n s  ev i l  i n to  good .  Thus  i t 
wa s  w i t h  Je s u s  w h o  s u f f e r e d  f o r  u s ,  l e av i n g  u s  a n 
e x amp l e  t h a t  we  s hou l d  f o l l ow  h i s  s t e p s !  He  f o re - 
knew a l l  t h e  c i rcums t ance s  o f  h i s  t r i a l ,  a nd  a l l  t h e 
i n s t r u m e n t s  o f  h i s  p a i n — H e  s aw  Ju d a s  b e t r ay i n g 
h i m ;  Pe t e r  d e n y i n g  h i m ;  h i s  d i s c i p l e s  f o r s a k i n g 
h im ;  He rod  mock ing  h im ;  P i l a t e  condemn ing  h im ; 
t h e  s o l d i e r s  n a i l i n g  h im  to  t h e  c ro s s ;  t h e  popu l a c e 
i n s u l t i n g  h i m — H e  s aw  i t  a l l — ye t  h e  s aw  n o t h i n g 
bu t  G o d :  “ T h e  c u p  w h i c h  my  Fath e r  h a t h  g i ve n 
me, shall I not drink it?” We are to behold—

I I .  T h e  u n c o n t r o l l a b l e n e s s  o f  h i s  d o m i n i o n . — “ W h o 
can hinder Him?”

C a n  t h e  m a n  o f  p owe r ? — T h e re  i s  n o  p owe r  bu t 
o f  God ;  a nd  wha t  h e  impa r t s  h e  c a n  w i t h  i n f i n i t e 
e a s e  r e c a l l  o r  d e f e a t .  W h a t  a  d e g re e  o f  f o r c e  a n d 
i n f l u en c e  h ave  s ome  i nd iv i du a l s  po s s e s s e d  a nd  e x - 
e r t e d !  W h e n  t h e  l a t e  E m p e ro r  o f  F r a n c e  l e d  h i s 
unpara l l e l ed  a r my in to  Rus s i a ,  he  seemed more  than 
mor t a l .  He  f e l t  the  p re sumpt ion  o f  con f idence  h im- 
sel f ,  for he said, “Are not my pr inces a l together kings, 
i s  n o t  C a l n o  a s  C a r c h e m i s h ? — I s  n o t  H a m a t h  a s 
A r pad ?—I s  no t  S ama r i ah  a s  Dama s cu s ?”—Wha t  c an 
w i t h s t a n d  h i m ?  “ H e  s e n d e t h  a b ro a d  h i s  i c e  l i k e 
m o r s e l s .  W h o  c a n  s t a n d  b e f o r e  h i s  c o l d ? ” — “ H ow
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ar t  thou f a l len,  O Luci fer  son of  the mor ning!—How 
ar t  thou cut  down to the g round which d ids t  weaken 
t h e  n a t i on s !  f o r  t hou  s a i d e s t  i n  t h i n e  h e a r t ,  I  w i l l 
a s c e n d  i n t o  H e ave n ,  I  w i l l  e x a l t  my  t h ro n e  a b ove 
the  s t a r s  o f  God :  I  w i l l  s i t  a l s o  upon  the  moun t  o f 
the  cong rega t ion  in  the  s ide s  o f  the  nor th .” We read 
o f  “ a n  i n nu m e r a b l e  c o m p a ny  o f  a n g e l s ,” a n d  t h ey 
are called his mighty angels—

The least of which could wield these elements.—

One o f  them in  a  s ing le  n ight  en te red  the  camp o f 
Sennache r ib,  and  de s t royed  an  hundred  and  e i gh ty - 
f ive  thou s and :  ano the r,  a t  midn igh t ,  p a s s ed  th rough 
t h e  who l e  l a nd  o f  Egyp t ,  a nd  s l ew  i n  eve r y  hou s e 
the  f i r s t -bo r n .  An  in s ec t  in  h i s  hand  wou ld  be  om- 
n i p o t e n t .  T h e r e  h ave  b e e n  f o u r  g r e a t  m o n a r c h i e s 
in  the  wor ld ,  and  each  o f  them for  the  t ime seemed 
too  f i r m ly  e s t ab l i s hed  to  be  roo t ed  up.  Bu t  i n  va in 
the  Baby lonian  s a id ,  I  wi l l  keep my throne ;  the  Per- 
s i a n ,  I  w i l l  ke ep  my  s t a t e ;  t h e  Macedon i an ,  I  w i l l 
r e t a i n  my  g l o r y ;  a nd  t h e  Roman ,  I  w i l l  r e t a i n  my 
d o m i n i o n .  H e  t o o k  t h e m  a l l  away,  a n d  t r a m p l e d 
them under foot as the mire in the street.

Can  the  man  o f  po l i cy ?—There  have  been  pe r son s 
endowed  w i th  ex t r ao rd in a r y  p r udence  and  pene t r a - 
t ion .  They  have  s een  e f f e c t s  i n  the i r  d i s t an t  c au se s ; 
t h ey  h ave  d e t e c t e d  t h e  u n d eve l o p e d  d e s i g n s  o f  a n 
a d ve r s a r y ;  a n d  m a d e  t h e m ,  a s  s o o n  a s  t h ey  b e g a n 
t o  op e r a t e ,  t h e  ve r y  me an s  o f  e f f e c t i n g  t h e i r  own 
s cheme.  “Bu t  t h e re  i s  no  w i s dom,  no r  unde r s t and- 
i n g ,  n o r  c o u n s e l  a g a i n s t  t h e  L o rd .” “ T h e  w i s d o m 
of  the wor ld i s  fool i shnes s  with God;  a s  i t  i s  wr i t ten, 
H e  t a ke t h  t h e  w i s e  i n  t h e i r  ow n  c r a f t i n e s s .  A n d
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a g a i n ,  t h e  Lo rd  knowe th  t h e  t hough t s  o f  t h e  w i s e , 
that they are vain.”

C a n  t h e  m a n  o f  p r aye r ? — P r aye r  h a s  p owe r  w i t h 
G o d .  P r a ye r  h a s  s o m e t i m e s  m e t  H i m  a s  A b i g a i l 
m e t  D av i d ,  a n d  i n d u c e d  h i m  t o  p u t  u p  h i s  swo rd 
i n to  h i s  s h e a t h .  “The re f o re  h e  s a i d ,  t h a t  h e  wou ld 
de s t roy  them,  had  no t  Mose s ,  h i s  cho sen ,  s tood  be- 
fo re  h im in  the  b reach ,  to  tu r n  away  h i s  wra th ,  l e s t 
h e  s h o u l d  d e s t roy  t h e m .” B u t  p r aye r ,  e ve n  p r aye r 
cannot avai l ,  when the t ime to execute his  judgments , 
y e a  t h e  s e t  t i m e  i s  c o m e .  “ T h o u g h  M o s e s  a n d 
Samue l  s tood  be fo re  me,  ye t  my  mind  cou ld  no t  be 
t owa rd  th i s  p eop l e :  c a s t  t h em ou t  o f  my  s i gh t ,  and 
l e t  t h em  go  f o r t h .” He  a n swe r s  p r aye r ;  bu t  no t  s o 
a s  to  derange the  sy s tem of  na ture,  and the  economy 
o f  P rov i d e n c e .  H e  a n s we r s  p r a ye r ;  y e t  w h e n  h e 
ha s  been t ak ing  away,  who ha s  not  t r i ed  i t s  e f f i c acy, 
and  f ound  i t s  s u c ce s s  l im i t ed  t o  ou r  s uppo r t  unde r 
the suffer ing, but not to our exemption from it?

Can  the  he a re r ?—St rong  i s  t h e  reg a rd  we  f e e l  f o r 
t h e  m a n  w h o  h a s  “ b e g o t t e n  u s  i n  C h r i s t  b y  t h e 
g o s p e l ,” w h o  h a s  f e d  u s  w i t h  “ t h e  b r e a d  o f  l i f e ; ” 
who  h a s  l e d  u s  “ i n  t h e  way  eve r l a s t i ng ; ” and  com- 
for ted  us  in  a l l  our  t r ibu la t ion .  But  in  va in  we hang 
u p o n  h i s  l i p s .  T h o s e  l i p s  mu s t  b e  s i l e n c e d  i n  t h e 
g r ave.  How many  m in i s t e r s ,  re g a rd l e s s  o f  t h e  t e a r s 
o f  a  church ,  r a i s ed  by  the i r  l abour s ,  and  appa ren t l y 
d e p e n d i n g  u p o n  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  a n d  z e a l ,  h ave  b e e n 
taken away in the v igour  of  the i r  days ,  and the mids t 
o f  the i r  u s e fu lne s s !  Mose s ,  t he  s e r van t  o f  the  Lo rd , 
mu s t  d i e :  a nd  a l l  t h ey  among  whom Pau l  h a s  gone 
p reach ing  the  k ingdom o f  God mus t  s ee  h i s  f a ce  no 
more.—Who can hinder Him?



	 the hand of god in afflictions� 235

235

— C a n n o t  t h e  w i f e — t h e  c h i l d r e n ?  C a n n o t  t h e y 
h inder  the  remova l  o f  the  husband ,  the  f a ther—can- 
n o t  t h ey  h i n d e r  i t ,  w h e n  t h e  l o s s  w i l l  r e d u c e  h e r 
f rom ea se  to  anx ie ty,  and  to i l ,  and  dependence ;  and 
s c a t t e r  t h em  ab road  uneduca ted ,  unprov ided  fo r,  ex- 
p o s e d  t o  i n j u s t i c e  a n d  t r e a t e d  w i t h  i n s u l t ?  N o ! 
“Leave  thy  f a the r l e s s  ch i l d ren :  I  w i l l  p re s e r ve  them 
a l i ve ,  a n d  l e t  t hy  w i d ow s  t r u s t  i n  m e.” — W h o  c a n 
hinder Him?

C a n n o t  t h e  l ove r ? — T h e re  i s  s o m e t h i n g  ve r y  d e - 
l i gh t fu l  and  in te re s t ing  in  v i r tuous  a f f ec t ion .  “Mar- 
r i age  i s  honourable  in  a l l ;” and God himse l f  ha s  pro- 
nounced that  “ i t  i s  not  good for  man to be a lone.”— 
Tie,  who has  sanct ioned the end,  ar ranges  the means . 
We  s e e  e a ch  o the r ;  we  i n t e r m ing l e—some  pe r sona l 
cha r m—some in te l l e c tua l  o r  mora l  a t t r a c t ion—some 
undef ined,  undef inable  qua l i ty,  perhaps  impercept ible 
to  ano the r,  s e i z e s  and  f i xe s  the  admi re r ’s  m ind—we 
g ive  up  ou r s e l ve s  t o  t h e  imp re s s i on—and  t h e  t ime 
o f  un ion  i s  reckoned  upon ,  a s  the  con summat ion  o f 
happiness.

————What is the world to them?  
Its pomp, its pleasures, and its nonsense all.  
Who in each other clasp whatever fair 
High fancy forms, and lavish hearts can wish; 
Something than beauty dearer—should they look 
Or on the mind, or mind-illumined face,  
Truth, goodness, honour, harmony, and love.  
The r ichest bounty of indulgent heaven.—

—But ,  a l a s ,  in s tead  o f  mar r i age  r i te s ,  behold  funera l 
solemnities!—Who can hinder Him?

C a n  t h e  h u s b a n d ? — T h e  h u s b a n d  o u g h t  t o  f e e l 
m u c h  m o r e  a t t a c h e d  t h a n  t h e  l ove r .  To  h i m  t h e 
compan ion  o f  h i s  day s  ha s  ac tua l l y  su r rendered  her- 
s e l f — F o r  h i m  s h e  h a s  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  p a i n s  a n d
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pe r i l s—She l ive s  bu t  fo r  h im and  those  dea r  p l edge s 
o f  a f f ec t ion which bear  h i s  name and h i s  image.  Her 
worth he has tr ied, and proved, and acknowledged.—

O happy they! the happiest of their kind,  
Whose hearts, whose fortune, and whose beings blend: 
’Tis not the coarser ties of human laws,  
Unnatural oft, and foreign to the mind,  
That binds their peace; but harmony itself,  
Attuning all their passions into love.  
There fr iendship sweet exerts her softest power, 
Perfect esteem, enlivened by desire 
Ineffable and sympathy of soul:  
Thought meeting thought, and will preventing will 
With boundless confidence—for nought but love 
Can answer love, and render bliss secure!

— A n d  c a n  t h i s ?  “ S o n  o f  m a n ,  b e h o l d  I  t a ke  f ro m 
thee  the  de s i re  o f  th ine  eye s  wi th  a  s t roke—and be- 
hold at evening my wife died.”

.But  c annot  pa ren t s ?  “Lo !  ch i ld ren  a re  an  he r i t age 
of  the Lord,  and the f rui t  of  the womb i s  hi s  reward.” 
We v i ew them a s  ou r  t re a su re s ,  and  s ay  to  e ach  in - 
q u i r e r ,  “ T h e s e  a r e  t h e  c h i l d r e n  w h i c h  G o d  h a t h 
g r a c i o u s l y  g i ve n  t hy  s e r v a n t .” W i t h  a  j oy  w h i c h 
s t r anger s  in te r medd le  not  wi th ,  we see  them “g row- 
i n g  i n  w i s d o m  a n d  i n  s t a t u r e .” E ve r y  d a y  s o m e 
l a t en t  powe r  o r  qu a l i t y  s e ems  t o  un f o l d  i t s e l f .  We 
wa t ch  t h e  t o t t e r i n g  s t e p s  t i l l  t h ey  b e come  a  wa l k ; 
and l i s t en  to  the i r  l i sp ing ,  t i l l  wi th  d i s t inc tne s s  they 
c an  c r y  “My  f a t h e r  a nd  my  mo the r.” We  l ook  f o r - 
wa rd  and  i ndu l g e  i n  t h e  f ondne s s  o f  hope  and  t h e 
v i s i o n s  o f  f a n c y.  We  e x p e c t  t o  f i n d  i n  t h e m  o u r 
companions ,  the or naments  of  our f ami ly,  the suppor t 
o f  ou r  a g e,  a nd  t h e  h and s  t h a t  s h a l l  c l o s e  t h e  eye s 
tha t  f i r s t  spa rk led  on them wi th  p lea sure—But  whi le 
we  a re  e x c e ed i ng  g l a d  b e c au s e  o f  t h e  gou rd ,  s ome
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wor m i s  prey ing a t  the  root—and a f te r  a  few months 
o r  ye a r s ,  we  t u r n  t o  t h e  common  s po i l e r ,  a nd  s ay, 
“ M e  h a s t  t h o u  b e re ave d  o f  my  c h i l d re n :  Jo s e p h  i s 
n o t ;  a n d  S i m e o n  i s  n o t — a n d  w i l t  t h o u  t a ke  B e n - 
jamin away?—all these things are against me.”

I I I .  We  a r e  t o  c o n t e m p l a t e  t h e  u n i m p e a c h a b l e n e s s 
o f  h i s  c o n d u c t !  Who  w i l l  s ay  un to  H im ,  wha t  doe s t 
Thou?  He i s  not  to  be  a r ra igned,  or  a rgued wi th ,  or 
examined .  To  re s t r a in  a  man ,  however,  f rom a l l  th i s 
f reedom wi th  God,  a  th ree- fo ld  conv ic t ion  i s  nece s- 
s a r y :  a  conv ic t ion  o f  h i s  supremacy ;  a  conv ic t ion  o f 
his rectitude; and a conviction of his wisdom.

F i r s t .  A  c o nv i c t i o n  o f  h i s  s u p r e m a c y .  A  f a t h e r 
may  approach  a  ch i ld  and  s ay,  wha t  doe s t  thou?  But 
doe s  i t  become a  ch i ld  to  s ay  th i s  to  a  pa ren t ?  See- 
ing  your  s e r van t  a t  work  in  the  f i e ld  o r  the  ga rden , 
you have  su re ly  a  r i gh t  to  in te r roga te  h im :  bu t  wha t 
would you think i f  he should in l ike manner quest ion 
you ?  “Whe re  t h e  wo rd  o f  a  k i ng  i s  t h e re  i s  powe r, 
and  who can  s ay  un to  Him wha t  doe s t  Thou ?” Wi th 
regard,  indeed,  to an ear th ly king,  thi s  reasoning may 
be  pu shed  too  f a r ;  and  i t  o f t en  ha s  b een  abu s ed  by 
cou r t i e r s ,  and  the  advoca t e s  f o r  non- re s i s t ance  and 
pa s s ive  obedience   ;  who cons ider  a  k ing  a s  incapable 
o f  d o i n g  w ro n g ,  o r  a m e n a b l e  t o  G o d  o n l y  f o r  h i s 
d o i n g s .  B u t  a  k i n g  i s  f o r  h i s  p e o p l e .  W h e n  h e 
s p e ak s  t h e  l aw ,  h e  s p e ak s  a s  a  k i ng ,  a nd  h i s  o rd e r s 
a re  to  be  obeyed,  and not  to  be  d i sputed or  debated . 
But  when he  speaks  aga ins t  l aw,  or  above i t ,  he  on ly 
speaks  a s  a  man,  and h i s  manda te s  a re  no longer  un- 
q u e s t i o n a b l e .  B u t  G o d  i s  a  s ove r e i g n ,  i n  s u c h  a 
s en s e  a s  no  mor t a l  e i t h e r  i s  o r  c an  b e.  We  a re  a b -
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s o l u t e l y  and  en t i re l y  h i s :  and  He  ha s  a  r i gh t  t o  do 
w h a t  H e  w i l l  w i t h  h i s  ow n .  “ B e  s t i l l ,” t h e r e f o r e , 
s ay s  He,  “ and  know  t h a t  I  am  God .” Th i s  wa s  t h e 
c on s i d e r a t i on  by  wh i ch  Dav i d  hu s h ed  h i s  p a s s i on s 
i n to  s i l ence :  “ I  wa s  dumb ;  I  opened  no t  my  mouth 
because Thou didst it.”

S e c o n d l y.  A  c o nv i c t i o n  o f  h i s  r e c t i t u d e .  T h e  S o - 
vereignty of God is  never to be confounded with arbi- 
t r a r i n e s s .  W h a t eve r  H e  d o e s .  H e  d o e s  i t  “ b e c a u s e 
i t  s e eme th  g o o d  i n  h i s  s i gh t .” He  f e e l s  no  ev i l  b i a s , 
and  for ms  no de s ign  but  in f in i te  pur i ty  and benevo- 
l ence  approve.  He i s  ho ly  in  a l l  way s ,  and  r igh teous 
i n  a l l  h i s  work s .  Even  when  He  s t r i p s  me.  He  doe s 
n o t  d e f r a u d .  H e  c o m e s ,  n o t  a s  a  ro bb e r ,  bu t  a s  a 
p rop r i e t o r,  on l y  t o  re c l a im  h i s  own .  “ I  know  t h a t 
h i s  j udgment s  a re  r i gh t ,  and  tha t  in  f a i th fu lne s s  He 
a f f l i c t s  m e .” “ I s  t h e r e  u n r i g h t e o u s n e s s  w i t h  G o d ? 
How then  c an  God  j udge  t h e  wo r l d ?  Sh a l l  no t  t h e 
judge of all the earth do r ight?”

Th i rd l y.  A  conv i c t i on  o f  h i s  w i s d o m .  A  ma n  may 
mean  we l l ,  and  s cor n  to  do  an  unwor thy  ac t ion ,  ye t 
h e  m ay  e r r ;  h e  m ay  b e  we a k ;  h e  m ay  b e  i m p o s e d 
u p o n  by  a p p e a r a n c e s ;  h e  m ay  b e  d r aw n  a s i d e  by 
ar t i f ice,  and thus be gui l ty of  ver y fool i sh,  hazardous, 
and  i n j u r i ou s  conduc t .  L e t  t h e  ab i l i t y  o f  a  f e l l ow- 
c rea ture  be  what  i t  may,  i t  i s  a lways  l imi ted  and im- 
p e r f e c t ;  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  I  c a n  n eve r  g i ve  h i m  s u c h 
imp l i c i t  con f idence  a s  p rec lude s  the  p ropr ie ty  or  ne- 
ce s s i ty  o f  inve s t iga t ion .  But  such  conf idence  in  God 
i s  more  th an  ju s t i f i ed ,  bec au s e  h i s  unde r s t and ing  i s 
in f in i te.  He knows what  i s  good in the c i rcumstances 
a s  we l l  a s  in  the  event :  He knows  wha t  i s  be s t  upon 
t h e  w h o l e ,  a n d  i n  t h e  e n d .  T h e  eye s  o f  t h e  L o rd
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r un to  and f ro,  throughout  the  whole  ea r th ,  to  shew 
h imse l f  s t rong  in  the  beha l f  o f  tho se  whose  hea r t  i s 
perfect towards him.”

“O, who so fit to choose our lot, 
And regulate our ways?”

I t  i s  the re fo re  need l e s s ,  p re sumptuous ,  d i shonour- 
able, to say unto Him “what doest Thou?”

Bu t  p e r h a p s  you  a re  r e a d y  t o  a s k—Ha s  t h i s  p ro - 
h i b i t i on  no  bound s ,  no  qu a l i f i c a t i on ?  Mu s t  we  b e 
kept ,  whi le  God i s  dea l ing with us ,  in  abso lute  igno- 
r an c e  and  s i l e n c e ?  I n  an swe r  t o  t h i s ,  we  h ave  f ou r 
rema rk s  t o  make,  t o  wh i ch  we  inv i t e  you r  renewed 
attention.

F i r s t  r e m a r k .  Yo u  w o u l d  n o t  b e  o f t e n  c a p a b l e  o f 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  e v e n  w e r e  Go d  t o  t e l l  y o u , 
“ w h a t  h e  d o e t h .” Va i n  m a n  wo u l d  b e  w i s e ,  bu t  h e 
i s  bor n  a s  a  wi ld  a s s ’s  co l t .  We a re  o f  ye s t e rday,  and 
know no th ing .  We  h ave  on l y  a  sma l l  d eg re e  o f  i n - 
t e l l e c t ;  a nd  t h i s  i s  d ive r t ed  and  eng ro s s ed ;  l im i t ed 
i n  t he  s phe re  o f  i t s  a c t iv i t y ;  and  bounded  by  s en s e 
and  re f l e c t ion .  We c anno t  know,  whe re  we  have  no 
i d e a s ;  a n d  i n  m a ny  c a s e s  we  h ave  ve r y  i m p e r f e c t 
o n e s ,  o r  n o n e  a t  a l l .  W h a t  m a r ve l  t h e n  i f  G o d ’s 
doings  are  of ten too remote for  us  to reach;  too deep 
for  u s  to  f a thom;  too  compl ica ted  fo r  u s  to  unrave l ? 
Such knowledge i s  too wonderful  for us :  and i t  would 
be  u s e l e s s  f o r  God  to  impa r t  t o  u s  commun ic a t i on s 
wh ich  we  have  no t  f a cu l t i e s  to  admi t .  He  the re fo re 
doe s  w i th  u s  a s  we  do  w i th  ou r  ch i l d ren .  They  a re 
often inquis i t ive,  but we diver t  them from the subject . 
We  know tha t  we  c anno t  a t  p re s en t  enab l e  them to 
comprehend  the  na tu re,  the  bea r ing s ,  re l a t ion s ,  and 
des ign of  our conduct ,  especia l ly  in our most  weighty
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and complex concerns:  that i s ,  in those af f a ir s  wherein 
ou r  w i s dom i s  p r i n c i p a l l y  exe rc i s ed .  And  we  know 
who  ha th  s a i d ,  “O the  dep th s ,  bo th  o f  t he  w i sdom 
a n d  k n ow l e d g e  o f  G o d !  H ow  u n s e a r c h a b l e  a r e  h i s 
judgments, and his ways are past finding out!”

S e c o n d  r e m a r k .  T h e r e  m a y  l e  u s e f u l  r e a s o n s  f o r 
w i t h h o l d i n g  f r o m  y o u  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  k n o w l e d g e  w h i c h 
y o u  a r e  c omp e t e n t  t o  r e c e i v e .  The  f o r me r  a r t i c l e  r e - 
g a r d s  yo u  p h y s i c a l l y ;  t h i s  m o r a l l y ;  t h a t  r e g a r d s 
your  in te l l ec tua l  c apac i ty,  th i s  your  re l i g ious  p roba- 
t i on  and  improvemen t .  I t  i s  we l l  known th a t  a  ve i l 
l e f t  upon  the  sub jec t  wi l l  s e r ve  to  awaken  a t t en t ion 
and  reve ren c e ;  f o r  s u ch  i s  t h e  n a t u re  o f  man ,  t h a t 
f ami l i a r i t y  b reed s  neg l e c t  and  con tempt ;  wh i l e  d i s - 
t ance  gende r s  awe,  and  exc i t e s  de s i re.  Noth ing  wa s 
so  revered  by  the  Jews  a s  the  a rk  tha t  wa s  no t  to  be 
touched,  and the  ho l ie s t  o f  a l l  tha t  was  forb idden to 
b e  e n t e r e d .  T h e  s u n  i s  n eve r  s o  mu c h  n o t i c e d  a s 
when  e c l i p s ed .—I t  may  be  ne c e s s a r y  t o  ke ep  u s  i n 
su spense  to  t r y  our  f a i th ;  fo r  the  homage  o f  f a i th  i s 
s upe r s eded  by  pe r f e c t  know l edge.  The  g r and  p roo f 
of  our conf idence i s ,  when we “walk in darkness ,  and 
h ave  n o  l i g h t ,” t o  “ t r u s t  i n  t h e  L o rd ,  a n d  t o  s t ay 
upon  ou r  God .” Am I  w i l l i ng  to  fo l l ow Him,  when 
he leads  me,  as  bl ind in a  way which I  know not ,  and 
in paths which I have not known? Am I a son of Abra- 
ham,  who a t  the  ca l l  o f  God obeyed,  and “went  out , 
no t  knowing  wh i the r  he  wen t !”—Such  concea lmen t 
a l s o  p romote s  ou r  humi l i t y.  Man  f e l l  f rom h i s  h ap- 
p i n e s s  by  t h e  d e s i r e  o f  k n ow i n g ;  a n d  h e  c a n  o n l y 
r i s e  by  h i s  “ c a s t i ng  down  imag in a t i on s ,  and  eve r y - 
t h i ng  t h a t  e x a l t e t h  i t s e l f  a g a i n s t  t h e  knowdedge  o f 
God ,  and  b r i ng i ng  i n t o  c ap t iv i t y  eve r y  t hough t  t o 
the obedience of Christ!”
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T h i r d  r e m a r k .  A n  a p p o i n t e d  h o u r  i s  a p p r o a c h i n g 
w h e n  t h e  r e s t r a i n t s  y o u  a r e  n o w  u n d e r  w i l l  h e  t a k e n 
o f f ;  a n d  y o u r  i n q u i r i e s  w i l l  b e  f u l l y  a l l o w e d  a n d  i n - 
du l g e d .  The  p re s en t  i s  a  wor ld  o f  a c t ion  r a the r  than 
o f  s c i ence.  Th i s  l i f e  i s  a  s t a t e  o f  t r i a l  and  p repa r a - 
t ion ;  the  l i f e  to  come i s  f o r  remuner a t ion  and  hap- 
p i n e s s .  To r  t h i s  r e a s o n  we  s h a l l  k n ow  i n f i n i t e l y 
more  than  we  now know,  a s  we l l  a s  en joy  in f in i t e l y 
m o r e  t h a n  we  n ow  e n j oy.  T h e  d e ve l o p m e n t s  o f 
e te r n i ty  wi l l  cons t i tu te  no sma l l  pa r t  o f  the  g lor y  to 
b e  r e ve a l e d .  We  t h e r e f o r e  r e j o i c e  i n  h o p e .  “ Fo r 
we  k n ow  i n  p a r t ,  a n d  we  p ro p h e s y  i n  p a r t .  B u t 
when tha t  which i s  per fec t  i s  come,  then tha t  which 
i s  i n  p a r t  s h a l l  b e  d o n e  a w a y.  F o r  n ow  we  s e e 
th rough  a  g l a s s  d a rk ly,  bu t  then  f a ce  to  f a ce :  now I 
know in  p a r t ,  bu t  t h en  s h a l l  I  know even  a s  a l s o  I 
a m  k n ow n .” “ W h a t  I  d o,” s ay s  G o d ,  “ t h o u  k n ow - 
est not now, but thou shalt know hereafter.”

F o u r t h  r e m a r k .  S o m e  i n q u i r y  i s  p e r m i t t e d  y o u , 
e v e n  n ow ;  Ye s—I f  you  w i l l  s p e ak  w i th  mode s t y  and 
d i f f i dence—If  you  wi l l  no t  a r r a i gn  h i s  cha r ac te r—I f 
you  w i l l  no t  impea ch  h i s  s up remacy,  h i s  re c t i t ude, 
h i s  w i s dom—I f  you  w i l l  no t  i nqu i re  f rom any  s u s - 
pic ion of  hi s  wonderfulness  in counse l  and excel lency 
in  work ing—or  f rom id l e  cu r io s i t y—but  f rom a  re - 
g a rd  t o  you r  a dvan t a g e—to  re gu l a t e  you r  du t y—to 
gu i d e  you r  god l y  s o r row—to  know wha t  h e  wou l d 
h ave  you  t o  do,  o r  f o r s a ke :  you  may  even  now a s k 
“ W h a t  d o e s t  t h o u ? ” a n d  E l i p h a z  h i m s e l f  r e c o m - 
mends  you to  do so ;  “ I  would  s ay  unto  God,  do  not 
condemn me,  shew me  where fo re  Thou  con tend  e s t 
with me.”

Now of that which we have spoken, this is the sum.
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A s  a n y  o f  y o u r  c o m f o r t s  m a y  b e  t a k e n  a w a y,  s e t 
n o t  y o u r  h e a r t s  u p o n  t h e m .  T h i s  w i l l  b e  f o u n d  n o t 
on l y  t h e  d i c t a t e  o f  p i e t y,  bu t  p r ud en c e .  Ex c e s s i ve 
a t t a c h m e n t  i s  t h e  way  t o  l o s e  o u r  e n j oy m e n t s  t h e 
sooner,  because  i t  adds  a  mora l  precar iousnes s  to  the 
na tu r a l :  fo r  i t  p rovoke s  God  to  s l ay  the  ido l s  wh ich 
rob  h im o f  tha t  g lo r y  which  he  ha s  dec l a red  he  wi l l 
n o t  g i ve  t o  a n o t h e r .  T h e r e f o r e  a s  s n ow  r e m a i n s 
longe r  in  a  coo l  p l ace  than  in  the  sun-beams ,  so  a l l 
o u r  t empo r a l  i n du l g en c e s  a r e  mo re  du r a b l e  i n  t h e 
re g i on  o f  mode r a t e  r e g a rd ,  t h an  i n  t h e  wa r m th  o f 
a rd e n t  a f f e c t i o n .  B y  t h i s  i n t e m p e r a t e  a t t a c h m e n t , 
t oo,  you  rende r  t he  remova l  t he  more  d i f f i cu l t  and 
pa in fu l  when i t  comes .  What  we ho ld  a t  our  f inger s ’ 
ends  we can  ea s i ly  drop :  but  the  tea r ing  away o f  the 
heart-str ings is death.

A g a i n .  We  s e e  w h a t  a l o n e  i t  i s  i n  o u r  a f f l i c t i o n s 
t h a t  c a n  r e c o n c i l e  t h e  m i n d  t o  t h e m .  I t  i s  a  v i ew  o f 
God ;  a nd  a  v i ew  o f  H im ,  no t  on l y  a s  a  s ove re i gn , 
bu t  a  F a t h e r .  A  v i ew  o f  H i s  p owe r  w i l l  d o  s o m e - 
t h ing ;  i t  w i l l  s h ew  u s  t h e  van i t y  o f  re s i s t an ce,  and 
i nduce  u s  t o  s ay,  “Th i s  i s  my  g r i e f  and  I  mus t  b e a r 
i t .” But  the  submis s ion o f  a  Chr i s t i an  i s  not  the  o f f - 
s p r i n g  o f  n e c e s s i t y,  o r  c o m p u l s i o n .  I t  i s  a c q u i e s - 
cence.  I t  i s  no t  enough tha t  he  doe s  no t  s t r ive  wi th 
G o d ;  H e  m u s t  f o r g i ve  h i m — H e  m u s t  t a ke  a l l  h e 
do e s  i n  g ood  p a r t—He  mu s t  a pp rove—He  mu s t  i n 
eve r y th ing  g ive  t h ank s :  f e e l i ng  a  l ive l y  pe r su a s i on , 
no t  on l y  t h a t  h e  i s  do i ng  a l l  t h i n g s ,  bu t  do i ng  a l l 
t h i n g s  we l l .  T h i s  i s  a  f r a m e  o f  m i n d  t h a t  a l l ow s 
indeed of  sens ib i l i ty,  but  exc ludes  a l l  censure.  “Then 
Job  a ro s e  and  ren t  h i s  man t l e,  and  shaved  h i s  he ad , 
and fell down upon the ground and worshipped: and
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s a i d ,  n aked  c ame  I  ou t  o f  my  mo the r ’s  womb,  a nd 
n a ke d  s h a l l  I  r e t u r n  t h i t h e r .  T h e  L o r d  g ave  a n d 
t h e  Lo rd  h a t h  t a ken  away ;  b l e s s e d  b e  t h e  n ame  o f 
t h e  L o rd .  I n  a l l  t h i s  Jo b  s i n n e d  n o t ,  n o r  c h a r g e d 
God foolishly.”

The  sub j e c t  I  h ave  impe r f e c t l y  exp l a i ned  and  im- 
p roved ,  c anno t  b e  deemed  un su i t ab l e  t o  any  o f  my 
aud ience,  fo r  we  l ive  in  a  wor ld  o f  change s ;  and  “ I f 
a  man  l ive  many  yea r s ,” s ay s  So lomon ,  “ and  re jo i ce 
in  them a l l ,  ye t  l e t  h im remember  the  day s  o f  da rk- 
ne s s ,  f o r  t hey  sh a l l  b e  many :  a l l  t h a t  come th  i s  va - 
n i t y.” Bu t  i t  h a s  been  pecu l i a r l y  de s i gned  fo r  t ho s e 
who are again called to sigh—

The dear delights we here enjoy,  
	 And fondly call our own,  
Are but short favours borrow’d now 
	 To be repaid anon.

They  have  not  on ly  been bereaved,  but  v i s i ted  wi th 
b re a c h  u p o n  b re a c h .  A  ye a r  h a s  n o t  e l a p s e d  s i n c e 
G o d  e n t e r e d  t h e  h o u s e  o f  m o u r n i n g ,  a n d ,  by  t h e 
death of  the never-to-be-forgotten head of the house- 
hold ,  requi red a  most  impor tant  and pa in fu l  s acr i f i ce 
o f  the  f ami l y ;  and  in  wh ich  the  church ,  the  pa s to r, 
the Sunday-schools ,  the poor,  the neighbourhood, and 
the public, suffered along with them.*

A n d  b e h o l d  a g a i n  H e  t a ke t h  away.  H e  h a s  n ow 
removed ,  no t  on l y  a  f e l l ow-c re a t u re ,  bu t  a  f e l l ow- 
h e a re r  a nd  wo r s h i pp e r,  who s e  p l a c e— t h e r e—whi ch 
once knew her, shall know her no more for ever.

*	 S e e  a  v e r y  j u s t  a n d  e l e g a n t  d e l i n e a t i o n  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r 
o f  t h i s  m o s t  e x c e l l e n t  m a n ,  w h o s e  d e a t h  w a s  s o  d e e p l y  a n d 
u n i v e r s a l l y  d e p l o r e d ,  i n  a n  a d d r e s s  d e l i v e r e d  o n  t h e  o c c a s i o n , 
t o  t h e  S u n d a y  S c h o o l s  a n d  t h e  Te a c h e r s ,  b y  t h e  R e v.  T h o m a s 
Roberts, A.M.
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She  ha s  been  removed—in the  b loom o f  l i f e—love ly 
in  per son,  more love ly  in  mind—most  love ly  in  tem- 
pe r.  He r  d i s po s i t i on  wa s  pecu l i a r l y  k ind  and  ob l i g - 
i n g ;  h e r  m a n n e r s  g e n t l e ,  u n a f f e c t e d ,  a n d  e l e g a n t ; 
and  he r  f i l i a l  a t t a chmen t  and  devo t edne s s  mo s t  ex - 
e m p l a r y.  I t  i s  i n d e e d  t o  b e  p r e s u m e d ,  t h a t  t h e 
po i gnancy  o f  he r  f e e l i ng s  upon  the  l o s s  o f  he r  ho- 
n o u re d  f a t h e r  i n j u r e d  h e r  d e l i c a t e  f r a m e,  a n d  a c - 
ce l e r a t ed  and  p romoted  the  comp l a in t  o f  wh ich  she 
died.

S h e  wa s  n o t  s u d d e n l y  t a ke n  away,  bu t  by  a  s l ow 
and  o f t en  f l a t t e r ing  d i s e a s e,  wh ich  g r adua l l y  under- 
m in ed  h e r  c on s t i t u t i on .  And  t h i s  wa s  i n  me rc y.  I t 
a f forded a  l engthened oppor tuni ty  o f  deve lop ing and 
matur ing those  pr inc ip le s  which had been prev ious ly 
imp l an t ed  i n  h e r.  Ye s ,  t h e  he aven l y  s e ed  wa s  s own 
b e f o re ;  a n d  I  h a d  s u c h  a  p e r s u a s i o n  o f  t h i s  t h a t  I 
p ro p o s e d  h e r  a d m i s s i o n  t o  t h e  t a b l e  o f  t h e  L o rd . 
That  t imid i ty,  however,  which genera l ly  accompanie s 
s incer i ty,  made  her  sh r ink  back  f rom a  pro fe s s ion  o f 
r e l i g i o n .  B u t  t h o u g h  n eve r  a d m i t t e d  a  m e m b e r  o f 
a  church on ear th ,  she  ha s  entered the  church o f  the 
f i r s t -bo r n ,  whose  names  a re  wr i t t en  in  heaven ,  and 
j o i n ed  t h e  s p i r i t s  o f  j u s t  men  made  p e r f e c t .  And  I 
have  f requent ly  imag ined  the  p lea s ing  in te r v iew be- 
tween  the  f a the r  and  the  ch i l d  i n  th a t  wor ld  o f  re - 
n ewe d  a n d  f i n i s h e d  f r i e n d s h i p :  a n d  h ave  t h o u g h t 
how much more  advantageous ly  she  i s  d i sposed o f  to 
be under the wing of a parent in heaven than a parent 
on ea r th .  Free  f rom in f i r mi ty,  and ca re,  and t rouble, 
how much more able i s  the f ather in heaven to devote 
h imse l f  t o  he r  improvemen t  and  happ ine s s  t h an  the 
mother on earth!

Though  the  he aven l y  s e ed  h ad  been  sown  be fo re.
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the  l inger ing  i l lne s s ;  the  re t i rement  f rom the  wor ld ; 
the shel tered le i sure;  the intercour se of  sacred f r iend- 
sh ip ;  and  above  a l l ,  t he  p re s ence,  t he  conve r s a t i on , 
the  p raye r s  o f  a  p ious  pa ren t—these  were  the  show- 
er s  that  made the seed spr ing up,  and in a  shor t  t ime 
t o  g row  abundan t l y,  “ f i r s t  t h e  b l a d e,  t h en  t h e  e a r, 
and a f te r  tha t  the  fu l l  cor n  in  the  ea r.” The prog re s s 
and  p roduce  we re  s e en ,  i n  deep  conv i c t i on s  o f  s i n ; 
in  g re a t  s e l f - aba s ement ;  in  god ly  so r row;  in  e a r ne s t 
and  cons t an t  p rayer ;  in  dependence  on  the  Lord  our 
r i gh t eou sne s s  and  s t reng th ;  and  i n  l ove  t o  h i s  d e a r 
name.  I t  would take up too much of  your  t ime to go 
ove r  the  p roce s s  o f  he r  expe r i ence  t i l l  w i th in  a  f ew 
d ay s  o f  h e r  d i s s o l u t i on .  Su f f i c e  i t  t o  ob s e r ve ,  t h a t 
she f in i shed her  cour se,  not  only  wi th peace but  joy ; 
f u l l y  awa re  o f  h e r  a pp ro a ch i ng  d ep a r t u re ,  a nd  im- 
pressed with a l l  the impor tance at tached to the event , 
yet tr iumphing over it.

On  t h e  Tue sd ay  p re c ed ing  he r  d e a t h ,  h e r  mo the r 
coming into the room af ter  some absence,  she sa id  to 
h e r  w i t h  a  sm i l e ,  “ I  am  h appy ! ” “How p re c i ou s  i s 
t h e  S av i ou r !  h e  h a s  p a rdoned  my  s i n s ,  a nd  wa sh ed 
me in  h i s  own blood—I long to  be  wi th  h im,  and to 
behold his face in r ighteousness.”

On Wedne sday  mor n ing ,  he r  re sp i r a t ion  becoming 
more  d i f f i c u l t ,  s h e  p r ayed  i f  i t  wa s  t h e  Lo rd ’s  w i l l 
t o  g ive  h e r  mo re  b re a t h  t h a t  s h e  m igh t  p r a i s e  h im 
m o re ;  a n d  t e l l  p o o r  s i n n e r s  h ow  p r e c i o u s  h e  h a d 
been  to  he r  sou l .  She  then  repea t ed  wi th  g rea t  em- 
phasis—

Jesus, lover of my soul,  
	 Let me to thy bosom fly;  
While the raging billows roll,  
	 While the tempest still is high!
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Hide me, O my Saviour, hide,  
	 Till the storm of life is past;  
Safe into the haven guide,  
	 O receive my soul at last!

Other refuge have I none,  
	 Hangs my helpless soul on thee;  
Leave, ah! leave me not alone,  
	 Still support and comfort me:  
All my trust on thee is stay’d,  
	 All my help from thee I br ing,  
Cover my defenceless head 
	 With the shadow of thy wing!

Soon after this she broke forth and said—
I’ll praise my Maker with my breath,  
And when my soul is lost in death  
	 Praise shall employ my nobler powers:  
My days of praise shall ne’er be past,  
While life, and thought, and being last,  
	 Or immortality endures.

And again:
My Jesus shall be still my theme 
	 While in this world I stay;  
I’ll sing my Saviour’s lovely name,  
	 When all things else decay.

And  then  look ing  upward  s a id ,  “My hea r t  and  f l e sh 
f a i l e th ,  but  God i s  the  s t rength  o f  my hear t ,  and  my 
portion for ever.”

—On Thur sday  mor n ing ,  a f t e r  s t r ugg l ing  fo r  some 
t ime  to  a l l  a ppe a r ance  i n  t he  a gon i e s  o f  d e a th ,  s he 
rev ived,  and sa id  to  her  a t t ached f r iend,* “How pre- 
c i o u s  i s  t h e  S av i o u r !  O  n e ve r ,  n e ve r  f o r g e t  h i m 
a n d  t o  h e r  p a r e n t ,  “ Yo u ,  m y  d e a r  m o t h e r ,  w i l l 
pra i se  h im to a l l  e ter ni ty,  for  a l l  the happines s  I  fee l ,

*	 To whom she was affianced.



	 the hand of god in afflictions� 247

247

I t  a ppe a r s  a s  i f  t h e  S av iou r ’s  eve r l a s t i ng  a r ms  we re 
unde r ne a th  me ;  and  t he  ange l s  b e ckon ing  me  away 
t o  g l o r y.  O  p r e c i o u s  S a v i o u r !  t h a t  I  h a d  m o r e 
brea th  to  pra i s e  Thee.  O come and t ake  me to  Thy- 
se l f ,  tha t  I  may  ca s t  my c rown a t  Thy  f ee t ,  and  s ing 
‘worthy is the Lamb that was slain.’”

At one t ime she expressed a  g reat  des i re  to be taken 
home to Bath,* that  she might  see her  young f r iends , 
and te l l  them how good the Saviour had been to her ; 
and  exhor t  them to  seek  Him whi l e  they  had  hea l th 
and  s t reng th :  bu t  f i nd i ng  t h i s  t o  b e  imp r a c t i c a b l e , 
she submit ted to the wi l l  o f  her  heavenly  Father ;  but 
sa id to her  mother,  “Let  me,  however,  be taken home 
to  be  bu r i ed .  Le t  my  young  f r i end s  s ee  my  fune r a l , 
g ive  them my dy ing love,  and te l l  them how happy I 
s hou ld  h ave  been  cou ld  I  h ave  s e en  them,  to  s pe ak 
o f  t h e  S av iou r ’s  goodne s s .” She  p a r t i cu l a r l y  w i shed 
to have seen the preacher who i s  now addres s ing you: 
bu t  a s  h i s  p u b l i c  e n g a g e m e n t s  p r e ve n t e d  h e r  t h e 
sa t i s f ac t ion,  she des i red her  mother  to te l l  h im “That 
she  had  a  good  hope  th rough  g r ace—That  Je su s  wa s 
a l l  h e r  S a l va t i on  a nd  a l l  h e r  d e s i r e—T h a t  s h e  wa s 
c l eansed  in  Hi s  b lood ,  and  c lo thed  in  h i s  r igh teous- 
ness.”

A t  a n o t h e r  t i m e  s h e  e x c l a i m e d ,  “ T h o u g h  t h e 
ear th ly  house  o f  th i s  t aber nac le  be  d i s so lv ing ,  I  have 
a  bu i l d i n g  o f  G o d ,  a  h o u s e  n o t  m a d e  w i t h  h a n d s , 
eternal in the heavens.”

T h e s e  a r e  o n l y  a  f e w  o f  h e r  r e m a r k s  a n d  f e e l - 
i n g s .  S h e  c o n t i nu e d  e x u l t i n g  i n  t h e  g r a c e  o f  o u r 
Lo rd  Je s u s  Ch r i s t ,  when  b re a t h  p e r m i t t e d ,  t i l l  t h e 
momen t  o f  he r  depa r tu re  d rew nea r :  and  when  she 
cou ld  no  l onge r  u t t e r  a l oud  the  h app ine s s  s he  f e l t ,

*	 She died at the Hot-Wells.
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s h e  wa s  d i s t i n c t l y  h e a rd  t o  wh i s p e r  “O come  Lo rd 
J e s u s ,  c o m e  q u i c k l y.  C o m e  t a ke  m e  t o  t hy s e l f .  I 
am accep t ed  in  the  be loved .  I  am wa i t i ng  h i s  com- 
m a n d s .  I  a m  l o n g i n g  t o  d e p a r t  t o  b e  w i t h  J e s u s , 
which is far better.”

We l l ,  t h i s  b e a u t i f u l  f l owe r  i s  n o t  d e s t roye d ,  bu t 
only t ransplanted—transplanted f rom a wintr y c l imate 
and an ungenia l  so i l  to  f lour i sh  near  “ the t ree  of  l i fe 
which is in the midst of the paradise of God.”

A n d  n ow  w h a t  r e m a i n s ?  W h e n  J e s u s  wa s  d y i n g 
i n  a ngu i s h  on  t h e  C ro s s ,  a nd  am id s t  t h e  i n s u l t s  o f 
t h e  mu l t i t ude,  ( n eve r  wa s  t h e re  a  s c ene  o f  d i s t re s s 
l i ke  h e r s , )  Ma r y,  h i s  mo the r,  wa s  s t a nd i ng  by ;  a nd 
I  am happy  to  f ind  the  mother  o f  th i s  be loved  ch i ld 
h e r e  t h i s  m o r n i n g .  Yo u  w h o  h ave  b e e n  b e r e ave d 
you r s e l ve s  w i l l  s ympa th i z e  w i t h  h e r.  Ye t ,  p e r h ap s , 
no one of you has been cal led to lose in sad succession 
severa l  in f ant s ;  a  son a t  seventeen,  fu l l  o f  ever y  k ind 
o f  promise ;  a  husband,  and su c h  a  husband;  a  daugh- 
t e r ,  a nd  s u c h  a  d augh t e r !  Bu t ,  my  a f f l i c t e d  f r i e nd , 
t h e re  i s  on e—the  God  o f  a l l  c om fo r t—who  knows 
thy  f r ame—knows  a l l  thy  wa lk ing  th rough th i s  g rea t 
w i l d e r ne s s—and  h a s  eng aged  t o  d e l ive r  t h e e  i n  s i x 
t rouble s ,  and  tha t  in  seven ,  no ev i l  sha l l  touch thee. 
Indeed you feel  that  the a f f l ic t ion has  been a l leviated, 
s anc t i f i ed ,  g lo r i f i ed !  Your  g ra te fu l  mind  ha s  l ed  you 
to  acknowledge  tha t  you have  much more  rea son for 
joy  than  sor row.  Her  dea th  i s  not  on ly  her  ga in ,  but 
you r s .  You  h ave  g a i n ed  by  i t  a  f r e s h  c l a im  on  t h e 
p re s en c e  o f  God .  You  h ave  g a i n ed  a  n ew  p rom i s e , 
“ I  w i l l  b e  w i t h  t h e e  i n  t ro u b l e .” Yo u  h ave  g a i n e d 
another  loo sen ing  f rom ea r th  and  another  a t t r ac t ion 
i n  H e ave n ;  a n d  yo u  w i l l  n ow  r e s e m b l e  t h e  s h e e p 
that I  have seen in the meadow fol lowing and bleat ing
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a f t e r  t i re  s h ephe rd  t h a t  h a s  t a ken  up  he r  l amb—So 
yo u  w i l l  l o n g  t o  b e  w i t h  J e s u s  w h o  h a s  g a t h e r e d 
your lamb with his arm, and carr ies it in his bosom.

I  f e e l  o n  t h e  p r e s e n t  o c c a s i o n ,  bu t  a l l ow  m e  t o 
s ay,  t h e  p a re n t  I  mo s t  p i t y  i s ,  n o t  t h e  p a re n t  t h a t 
has  jus t  seen a  chi ld de l ivered f rom the burden of  the 
f l e sh ,  and a  va le  o f  tea r s ,  and exa l ted  to  s i t  wi th  the 
Sav iour  on hi s  throne—but the parent  whose  hear t  i s 
b l e ed ing  and  b re ak ing  ove r  a  ch i l d  t h a t  h a s  s i nned 
away  ever y  re l i g iou s  advan tage,  and  in  the  ca ree r  o f 
i n i qu i t y  i s  p ro c e ed ing  f rom ev i l  t o  ev i l .  “Weep  ye 
not  for  the dead,  ne i ther  bemoan him; but  weep sore 
for  him that  goeth away;  for  he sha l l  re tur n no more, 
nor see his native country.”—

I am pecu l i a r ly  concer ned to  render  the  event  u se- 
f u l  t o  you ,  t he  s i s t e r  and  b ro the r s  o f  t he  dece a s ed . 
You  have,  my  young  f r i end s ,  been  s eve r a l  t ime s  so- 
l emn l y  a dd re s s e d  by  t h e  P rov i d en c e  a s  we l l  a s  t h e 
word of  God.  I  t r us t  i t  has  not  been ent i re ly  in  va in . 
B u t  i t  i s  w i t h  yo u  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  yo u  a r e 
su f f i c ient ly  dec ided .  I t  i s  for  you to  de ter mine whe- 
ther you are g iving full scope to the convictions, which 
f rom your  educa t ion  and  advantage s  you sure ly  mus t 
o f t en  f e e l .  I t  i s  f o r  you  to  de t e r mine  whe the r  “ the 
world and the things of the world” are swaying you, or 
you are living as you will wish you had lived, when you 
come to  d i e.  You have  long  hea rd  the  Gospe l .  Have 
you  re c e ived  i t ?  F rom a  ch i l d  you  h ave  known  the 
H o l y  S c r i p t u r e s .  H ave  t h e y  m a d e  yo u  w i s e  u n t o 
s a l va t ion?  You  have  s een  tha t  the  s a in t s  a re  the  ex- 
c e l l e n t  i n  t h e  e a r t h .  I s  a l l  yo u r  d e l i g h t  i n  t h e m ? 
You have  now much in  Heaven .  Are  you  to  be  con- 
nec t ed  w i th  i t ,  o r  s ep a r a t ed  f rom i t ,  f o r  eve r ?  God 
forb id  tha t  there  shou ld  be  weep ing  and gna sh ing  o f
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t e e t h ,  w h e n  yo u  s h a l l  s e e  A b r a h a m  a n d  I s a a c  a n d 
Jacob  and  your  endea red  k indred  in  the  k ingdom o f 
God—and ye yourselves shut out.

M y  yo u n g  f r i e n d s  i n  g e n e r a l ,  s u f f e r  t h e  wo rd  o f 
e xho r t a t i on .  You  h ave  h ad  ano the r  i n s t an c e  b e f o re 
you of  the  de lus ion of  depending on a  fu ture  sea son, 
f o r  a n  a t t e n t i on  t o  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  b e l ong  t o  you r 
eve r l a s t i n g  p e a c e .  I n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  l i f e  yo u  a r e  i n 
de a th .  Ch i l dhood  and  you th  a re  van i t y.  Shou ld  l i f e 
amids t  a  thousand per i l s  be  spared ,  the  hear t  may be 
h a rd e n e d  t h ro u g h  t h e  d e c e i t f u l n e s s  o f  s i n ,  a n d  by 
un s anc t i f i e d  a t t end ance  on  t h e  mean s  o f  g r a c e.  Or 
shou ld  you in  advanced yea r s  be  enabled  to  seek  the 
Lord ,  the  mi s improvement  o f  the  mos t  f avoured  pe- 
r i od  o f  you r  t ime  w i l l  o c c a s i on  b i t t e r  r e p en t an c e . 
You wi l l  then see,  but  too l a te  to  re t r i eve  them,  the 
losses  you have susta ined by the neglect of  ear ly piety. 
I  have avoided remarking therefore t i l l  now how often 
and how much the deceased reg retted that she had not 
s o u g h t  t h e  L o rd  e a r l i e r .  “ O,” s a i d  s h e ,  “ O  t h a t  I 
had  known the  Sav iour  sooner.  O tha t  I  had  known 
Ll im f rom the age of  s ix ,  or  even four,  the t ime then 
wou ld  have  been  too  shor t  to  p r a i s e  Him.” For  you r 
s eek ing  h im ea r l y,  my young  f r i end s ,  she  d i s covered 
her  so l i c i tude  in  dea th .  For  th i s  pur pose  she  de s i red 
to  be  b rought  to  he r  own house,  tha t  a s  the  eye  a f - 
f e c t e th  the  hea r t ,  you  migh t  be  impre s s ed  w i th  the 
s i g h t  o f  s o  e a r l y  a  c o r p s e .  Many  o f  you  h ave  s e en 
i t ;  and  o the r s  h ave  f o l l owed  i t  t h i s  mor n ing  to  the 
g r ave .  A n d  I  s e e  yo u  a r e  i m p re s s e d .  Yo u  a r e  s ay - 
i n g ,  “Ah !  s h e  i s  g one—ou r  l ove l y  c ompan i on—we 
sha l l  no more see  her  in  the  house,  or  wa lk  wi th her 
in  the  f i e ld .  We sha l l  no  more  s ee  he r—dea l ing  ou t 
her  gar ments  to  the poor—no more see  her  teaching.
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su r rounded  by  he r  l i t t l e  Sunday  Schoo l  c i rc l e—Yes , 
you weep,  and  the se  tea r s  become you.  I  love  to  see 
them.—You a re  now  impre s s ed :  and  I  have  no  doubt 
o f  t he  s i n c e r i t y  o f  you r  p re s en t  f e e l i ng s  and  vows— 
bu t  I  h ave  o f  t h e i r  p e r m a n e n c y .  I  f e a r  yo u  w i l l  g o 
for th  and s t r a ightway forge t  what  manner  o f  per sons 
yo u  n ow  a r e .  I  f e a r  yo u  w i l l  t u r n  a g a i n  t o  f o l l y. 
“O th a t  t hey  we re  w i s e ;  t h a t  t hey  unde r s t ood  th i s ; 
that they would consider their latter end.”

“The  vo i ce  s a id ,  Cr y :  and  I  s a i d  wha t  sha l l  I  c r y ? 
A l l  f l e sh  i s  a s  g r a s s ,  and  a l l  the  g lo r y  o f  man  a s  the 
f lower  o f  g r a s s .  The  g r a s s  wi the re th ,  and  the  f lower 
t h e reo f  f a d e th  away :  bu t  t h e  wo rd  o f  t h e  Lo rd  en - 
du re th  f o r  eve r ;  and  t h i s  i s  t h e  word  wh i ch  by  t he 
Gospel is preached unto you.”
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ANXIETY DIRECTED:

A SERMON.
PREACHED

AUGUST 9, 1S20, AT SALTER’S-HALL,

BEFORE

“THE HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY.”
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To Thomas Tompson, Esq.,

TREASURER TO “THE HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY;”

O n e  o f  i t s  f i r s t  M ove r s ,  a n d  m o s t  z e a l o u s  a n d 
l i b e r a l  Suppo r t e r s ;  a s  a l s o  t h e  impa r t i a l  E r i e nd  o f 
e ve r y  I n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  k e e p s  i n  v i ew  t h e  we l f a r e 
of Man, and the glory of God our Saviour:

This Sermon,
as  a  Token of  Respect  for  hi s  Character,  and f rom a 

w i s h  t o  r e c o m m e n d  h i s  E x a m p l e ,  i s  a f f e c t i o n a t e l y 
dedicated by

� the author.
Bath, Sept. 7, 1820.
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“I would have you without carefulness. He that is unmar- 
r ied careth for the things that belong to the Lord, how he 
may p l ea s e  the  Lord :  hu t  he  tha t  i s  mar r i ed  ca r e th  f o r 
the th ings  that  a re  o f  the wor ld,  how he may please  h i s 
wife.”—1 Cor. vii. 32, 33.

Marriage may be a very bad thing, or i t  may prove 
a very good thing. It is capable of producing num- 

ber le s s  advantages ,  or  o f  enta i l ing  miser ie s ,  o f  which 
dea th  on ly  i s  the  cure :  and ,  a s  to  some o f  them,  not 
even thi s .  In the ver y nature of  the ordinance,  i t  can- 
not be an indi f ferent  event—it must  have a ver y com- 
mand ing  in f l uence  ove r  ou r  cha r a c t e r  and  ou r  con- 
d i t i on .  And  hence  t he  S c r i p tu re  i s  s o  f requen t  and 
particular in its references to it.

Ye t ,  m o m e n t o u s  a s  t h e  s u b j e c t  i s ,  I  a p p e a r  n o t 
be fore  you th i s  mor ning to  de l iver  a  lec ture  on mar- 
r i age.  I  am not  going to lead you to the a l t a r,  but  to 
the cros s .  I  am not  going to inquire  in  what  manner, 
o r  a t  wha t  p e r i od ,  you  shou ld  en t e r  wedded  l i f e .  I 
am not  going to deter mine,  whether  he that  mar r ie th 
do th  we l l ,  o r  he  tha t  mar r i e th  no t  do th  be t t e r—but 
t o  “b e s e e ch  you ,  b re t h ren ,  a nd  e xho r t  you  by  t h e 
Lo rd  Je s u s ,  t h a t  a s  ye  h ave  re c e ived  o f  u s ,  how  ye 
ough t  to  wa lk  and  p l e a s e  God ,  so  ye  wou ld  abound 
more and more.”

I t  may  no t  howeve r  b e  imp rope r  t o  ob s e r ve,  t h a t 
the Apost le  i s  not  here opposing or depreciat ing mar- 
r i a ge,  i n  i t s e l f .  Indeed  no  one  o f  the  s a c red  wr i t e r s
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ha s  s a id  so  much in  commenda t ion  o f  i t .  He te l l s  u s 
t h a t  “ma r r i a ge  i s  honour ab l e  i n  a l l : ” and  make s  no 
s c r u p l e  t o  r a n k  t h e  “ f o r b i d d i n g  t o  m a r r y,” a m o n g 
“ t h e  do c t r i n e s  o f  d ev i l s .” Bu t  h e  i s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  a 
pecu l i a r  condi t ion o f  the  church .  The avo id ing  i t ,  i f 
p r a c t i c a b l e ,  “ i s ,” s ay s  t h e  A p o s t l e ,  “ g o o d  f o r  t h e 
p re s en t  d i s t re s s .” Tha t  i s :  i t  wa s  a  s e a s on  o f  p e r s e - 
c u t i o n .  M a n y  we r e  d e p r i ve d  o f  t h e i r  s u b s t a n c e ; 
expel led f rom their  houses ;  and had no cer ta in dwel l- 
i n g - p l a c e — a n d  “ wo e  t o  t h e m ,” s a i d  t h e  S av i o u r , 
“ tha t  a re  w i th  ch i l d ,  and  to  them tha t  g ive  suck  in 
tho se  day s .” Many  a l so  were  c a l l ed  to  l e ad  an  evan- 
gel iz ing or miss ionary l i fe.  They were to cross  seas ,  to 
travel  f rom province to province,  and from countr y to 
coun t r y—f ly ing  l i ke  ange l s ,  “hav ing  the  eve r l a s t i ng 
Gospel to preach unto them that dwell  upon the ear th, 
and  t o  eve r y  n a t i on ,  and  k ind red ,  and  t ongue,  and 
peop l e.” Now,  i n  s u ch  a  c a s e  a s  t h i s ,  s uppo s e  t hem 
ma r r i e d .  I t  i s  e a s y  t o  s e e ,  t h a t—i f  t h ey  t ook  t h e i r 
wives and chi ldren a long with them, they would prove 
a  h indrance ;  or  i f  they  le f t  them behind,  a  source  o f 
anx ie ty.  Upon th i s  p r inc ip l e  the  two l eader s  o f  Me- 
thod i sm shou ld  have  rema ined  s ing l e.  The i r  p l an  o f 
l i f e  wa s  incons i s t en t  w i th  the  advan t age s  and  du t i e s 
o f  t h e  ma r r i e d  s t a t e .  Ac co rd i n g l y  n e i t h e r  o f  t h em 
wa s  h a p py  i n  i t .  Fo r  t h e  s a m e  r e a s o n ,  a  p r e a c h e r , 
wh i l e  l a bou r ing  a s  an  i t i n e r an t ,  s hou ld  f o rbe a r  t h e 
cond i t i on ;  bec au s e  he  mus t  l ive  i n  the  v io l a t i on  o r 
neg l e c t  o f  tho se  a t t en t ion s  wh ich  the  B ib l e  en jo in s 
upon  h im ,  a s  a  ma s t e r,  a  f a t he r,  a  hu sb and ,  who  i s 
“ t o  d we l l  w i t h  h i s  w i f e  a c c o rd i n g  t o  k n ow l e d g e .” 
Hence,  s ay s  the  Apos t l e,  “ I  would  have  you wi thout 
carefulness.”

Yea ,  f u r t he r,  t h e  Apo s t l e  admi t s  t h a t  whe re  t he re
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i s  a  d i s po s i t i on  to  ma r r y,  i t  s h ou l d  h e  r e p r e s s e d  o n  a 
r e l i g i o u s  g r o u n d  o n ly .  Fo r  why  wou l d  h e  h ave  t h em 
w i t hou t  c a re f u l n e s s ?  “He  t h a t  i s  unma r r i e d  c a re t h 
f o r  t h e  t h i ng s  o f  t h e  Lo rd ,  how he  may  p l e a s e  t h e 
L o rd .” H e  s c o r n s  t o  m e n t i o n  a s  a n  o b j e c t i o n  t h e 
reason of  the inf ide l  and the l iber t ine—“That  he may 
h ave  m o r e  v i c i o u s  f r e e d o m .” Ye a ,  h e  d i s d a i n s  t o 
not ice  the  excuse  o f  those  who remain so l i t a r y,  “Be- 
c au s e  they  sh a l l  b e  unde r  l e s s  ob l i g a t i on  to  l abou r, 
a n d  i n c u r  f ewe r  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a n d  i n c o nve n i e n c e s .” 
There  a re  t r i a l s  a t t a ched  to  eve r y  cond i t ion :  and  to 
m a ke  t h e s e  t h e  g ro u n d  o f  d e c l i n i n g  t h e  d u t i e s  o f 
wedded  l i f e  i s  s e l f i sh ,  so rd id ,  unman ly,  unchr i s t i an . 
No,  s ay s  the  Apos t l e,  i f  i t  be  dec l ined ,  l e t  i t  be  de- 
c l i n e d  f ro m  a  n o b l e r  p r i n c i p l e — T h a t  yo u  m ay  b e 
more  f ree  to  se r ve  and  honour  the  Lord .  Thi s  i s  the 
r u le  by  which  h i s  fo l lower s  shou ld  a lway s  wa lk ;  th i s 
is the standard by which they should always judge.

Once  mo re .  He  even  a l l ow s  t h a t  wh e n  a  man  h a s 
e n t e r e d  t h i s  s t a t e ,  h e  o u g h t  t o  c o n f o r m  t o  i t .  T h e 
Gospel  i s  not  to draw him of f  f rom the c la ims of  mo- 
r a l i t y ;  no r  i s  even  t h e  s a i n t  o r  t h e  m in i s t e r  t o  en - 
croach upon the  husband.  “He tha t  i s  mar r ied care th 
fo r  t he  th ing s  o f  t he  wor ld ,  how he  may  p l e a s e  h i s 
wi fe.”—Not wi thout  qua l i f i ca t ion—not  in  a l l  th ings . 
I f ,  l ike  Eve,  she would induce him to break a  Divine 
command:  i f  she  would  draw h im away f rom hear ing 
t h e  G o s p e l  t o  a t t e n d  a  p l a c e  o f  m o re  f a s h i o n a b l e 
d iv i n i t y :  i f  s h e  wou ld  i nvo l ve  h im  i n  ex t r avag ance 
and  expense  to  r iva l  ne ighbour s  in  f ine r y  and  show: 
i f ,  in s t e ad  o f  be ing  a  keepe r  a t  home,  she  wou ld  be 
a lway s  e xh i b i t i n g  a b ro ad ,  a nd  i n  pub l i c  h e re  c on - 
s c i e n c e  m u s t  i n t e r p o s e :  h e r e  a  S a v i o u r  m u s t  b e 
h e a rd ;  “ H e  t h a t  l ove t h — eve n  h i s  w i f e ,  m o re  t h a n
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me,  i s  no t  wor thy  o f  me.” Bu t  a  man ’s  ch i e f  a t t en - 
t ions are clue to the wife of his  bosom. From the very 
n a tu re  o f  t he  a l l i ance ;  f rom the  con f i dence  she  ha s 
reposed  in  h im;  f rom the  s ac r i f i ce s  she  ha s  made  for 
h im ;  and  t h e  n ame l e s s  a nx i e t i e s ,  p a i n s ,  a nd  p e r i l s , 
which attend the relat ion, on her  s ide, she has peculiar 
and  un r iva l l ed  t i t l e s  t o  h i s  reg a rd s .  “No man ,” s ay s 
o u r  A p o s t l e ,  “ e ve r  ye t  h a t e d  h i s  ow n  f l e s h ,  b u t 
nou r i s h e th  and  che r i s h e th  i t ,  even  a s  t h e  Lo rd  t h e 
church.”

I t  i s ,  t h e re f o re ,  unden i a b l e ,  f rom  ou r  t e x t  i t s e l f , 
t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  du t y  o f  a  hu sb and  to  p l e a s e  h i s  w i f e : 
and i t  would not be di f f icult  to prove that i t  i s  his  in- 
t e re s t  too :  fo r  wha t  c a s e  i s  the re  in  wh ich  the  pa th 
of duty is not the path of safety?

But to our subject. It is this.
We  sh oul d  e ndeavour  to  p l ea s e  th e  L ord ,  by 

b e i n g  a l i v e  to  h i s  c o n c e r n s — “ C a r i n g  f o r  t h e 
t h i n g s  t h a t  b e l o n g  u n t o  t h e  L o rd .” O u r  t h o u g h t s 
will divide themselves into four parts.

I .  We  s h a l l  o b s e r v e ,  Th at  t h e r e  a r e  t h i n g s 
which peculiarly belong unto the Lord.

I I .  We  s h a l l  s h e w,  H ow  t h e y  a r e  t o  e n g ag e 
our attention.

I I I .  We  s h a l l  e x p l a i n ,  Th e  o b l i gat i o n  w e  ar e 
u n d e r  to  make  t h e m  t h e  o b j e c t s  o f  ou r  s o l i - 
citude.

I V.  We  s h a l l  Pa r t i c u l a r i z e  w h at  h a s  b e e n 
g e n e ra l  i n  o u r  r e f l e c t i o n s ,  an d  c o m m e n d  to 
e v e ry  man ’s  c o n sc i e n c e  i n  t h e  s i g h t  o f  G o d , 
t h e  I n s t i t u t i o n  w h i c h  h a s  a s s e m b l e d  u s  t o - 
gether.
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I .  Th e r e  ar e  th i ng s  wh i c h  p e c ul i ar ly  b e long 
unto  th e  L ord.  I  s ay  p e c u l i a r l y,  f o r  “ T h e  s h i e l d s 
o f  t h e  e a r t h  b e l o n g  u n t o  t h e  L o r d .” “ T h e  s i l ve r 
and  t h e  go l d  a re  h i s .” “A l l  t h e  b e a s t s  o f  t h e  f o re s t 
a re  h i s ,  and  the  c a t t l e  upon  a  thou s and  h i l l s .” “The 
s e a  i s  h i s ,  a nd  He  made  i t ;  a nd  h i s  h and s  p rep a red 
t h e  d r y  l a n d .” “ T h e  wo r l d  i s  h i s ,  a n d  t h e  f u l n e s s 
the reo f .” A l l  you  beho ld  in  the  immense  reg ion s  o f 
nature,  per ta ins  to Him by a  r ight  in f in i te ly  pecul iar, 
and  wh i ch  He  c a nn o t  t r an s f e r  t o  ano the r—the  r i gh t 
o f  c r e a t i o n .  Fo r  H e  m a d e  t h e m  a l l ;  a n d  u p h o l d s 
them, by the word of his power.

And  th i s  app l i e s  t o  a l l  you r  t empor a l  po s s e s s i on s . 
You  s ome t ime s  t a l k  o f  you r  p r o p e r t y ;  bu t  t h e  ve r y 
word  ought  to  be  d i s ca rded  f rom the  Chr i s t i an ’s  vo- 
c a bu l a r y.  You  h ave  no  s u ch  t h i ng  a s  p rope r t y ;  a nd 
you ought ,  in  the  p l ace  o f  i t ,  to  subs t i tu te  the  te r m 
t r u s t .  The  Lord  i s  the  p ropr i e to r—you a re  on ly  the 
s t ewa rd s ;  a n d  t h e  s u m m o n s  i s  a t  t h e  d o o r ,  “ G ive 
account of thy stewardship, for thou shalt  be no longer 
steward.”

But  the se  a re  no t  the  th ing s  to  wh ich  our  Apos t l e 
a l l u d e s .  B y  “ t h e  t h i n g s  w h i c h  b e l o n g  u n t o  t h e 
L o rd ,” h e  m e a n s  t h o s e  w h i c h  r e l a t e  t o  h i s  c a u s e ; 
and be i t  recol lected,  that  when we speak of  his  cause 
we  a re  emp l oy i n g  a  s a c re d  ph r a s e o l og y—“A r i s e  O 
L o r d ,” s a y s  D av i d ,  “ a n d  p l e a d  t h i n e  ow n  c a u s e .” 
H e  h a s  a  c a u s e ;  a  c a u s e  i n  t h e  m o s t  p e r f e c t  s e n s e 
h i s  own ,  upon  wh ich  h i s  eye  and  h i s  hea r t  a re  con- 
t inua l ly,  and  which  I  hope  i s  dea re r  to  many now in 
his presence, than their own blood.

T h e s e  t h i n g s  t h e re f o re  i n c l u d e  T h e  S c r i p t u re s — 
They  a re  “ t h e  wo rd s  o f  Ch r i s t ; ” a  r eve l a t i on  f rom 
Him, and of Him.
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They inc lude  The s abba th—Thi s  i s  expre s s ly  ca l l ed 
“The  Lo rd ’s  d ay ; ” bec au s e  e s t ab l i s hed  in  honour  o f 
h i s  r e s u r re c t i on  f rom  t h e  d e ad ,  when  “He  en t e red 
i n t o  h i s  r e s t ;  He  a l s o  h av i n g  c e a s e d  f rom  h i s  own 
works, as God did from his.”

They  inc lude  The  s anc tua r y—Thi s  i s  “ the  hab i t a - 
t ion  o f  h i s  house,” “ the  p l ace  o f  h i s  f ee t ,” which  he 
has promised to make “glorious.”

They  inc lude  The  ord inance s  o f  re l i g ion—Bapt i sm 
and the  Lord ’s  supper ;  the se  were  in s t i tu ted  by Him, 
and designed to be memorials of Him.

T h ey  i n c l u d e  T h e  d i s p e n s a t i o n  o f  t h e  wo rd  by 
p re ach ing—For  “when  he  a s c ended  up  on  h i gh .  He 
rece ived  g i f t s  f o r  men ,  even  fo r  the  rebe l l i ou s  a l so, 
t h a t  t h e  L o rd  G o d  m i g h t  d we l l  a m o n g  t h e m ;  a n d 
H e  g ave  s o m e ,  a p o s t l e s ;  a n d  s o m e ,  p ro p h e t s ;  a n d 
s ome,  evang e l i s t s ;  a nd  s ome,  p a s t o r s  a nd  t e a ch e r s ; 
for  the work of  the minis t r y,  for  the perfect ing of  the 
sa in t s ,  for  the  ed i fy ing o f  the  body of  Chr i s t :  t i l l  we 
a l l  come in  the  un i ty  o f  the  f a i th ,  and  o f  the  know- 
ledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.”

T h ey  i n c l u d e  T h e  d ive r s  g i f t s  a n d  g r a c e s  o f  t h e 
H o l y  G h o s t — Fo r,  s ay s  Pe t e r ,  “H e  h a t h  s h e d  f o r t h 
t h i s  w h i c h  y e  n o w  s e e  a n d  h e a r .” A n d  “ i f  a n y 
man ,” s ay s  Pau l ,  “ h ave  no t  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  Ch r i s t ,  h e 
is none of his.”

T h ey  i n c l u d e ,  “ T h e  t r av a i l  o f  h i s  s o u l ,” by  t h e 
s i gh t  o f  wh ich ,  he  i s  “ to  be  s a t i s f i ed ,” and  which  i s 
to  be seen in  the ca l l ing of  s inner s  to  “be l ieve in  h i s 
n a m e  i n  h a v i n g  “ a  p e o p l e  f o r  h i m s e l f ,  t o  s h e w 
f o r t h  h i s  p r a i s e  i n  “ t h e  g o i n g  f o r t h  o f  h i s  r i g h t - 
eousnes s  a s  br ightnes s ,  and o f  h i s  s a lva t ion a s  a  l amp 
tha t  bur ne th ,” t i l l  “ the  ea r th  sha l l  be  f i l l ed  wi th  the
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know l edge  o f  t h e  Lo rd ,” and  “ a l l  s h a l l  know H im , 
from the least unto the greatest.”

The s e  t h en  a re  t h e  t h ing s  wh i ch  be l ong  un to  t he 
L o rd ;  a n d  i t  wo u l d  b e  d e l i g h t f u l  t o  e n l a r g e  u p o n 
these, but time requires me to proceed.

I I .  To  s h e w  H ow  t h e s e  t h i n g s  ar e  to  e n gag e 
your  at te nt i on.  Yo u  a r e  t o  r e g a rd  t h e m  eve n  t o 
a n x i e t y — yo u  a r e  t o  c a r e  f o r  t h e m .  Ye a ,  yo u  a r e  t o 
c a re  f o r  no th ing  e l s e :  “Be  c a re fu l  f o r  no t h i n g .” You 
may  a t t e n d  t o  o t h e r  t h i n g s :  bu t  a l l  you r  a nx i e t y  i s 
be spoken,  and mus t  be  s ac red  to  the  Lord ’s  concer ns 
only.  I t  i s ,  however,  to  be feared,  that  we complete ly 
reverse this maxim.

Le t  u s  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  s ub j e c t ;  a nd  l e t  u s  i n du l g e 
f ree ly  in  an inquir y  which wi l l  be  found to bear,  not 
on l y  on  the  p roceed ing s  o f  t h i s  d ay,  bu t  t he  who l e 
c o u r s e  o f  o u r  C h r i s t i a n  p r o f e s s i o n .  H o w  i s  o u r 
anxiety for the things of the Lord to operate?

F i r s t .  We  a r e  t o  c a r e  f o r  t h e m  p e r s o n a l l y ,  y e t 
e x t e t i s i v e l y.  I n  a  d ay  w h e n  s o  m a ny  a r e  s t r a n g e l y 
a c tua t ed  to  a i d  a  c au s e  wh i ch  they  c anno t  app rove, 
and become the ins t r ument s  o f  d iv ine g race,  wi thout 
be ing i t s  subject s ;  i t  can never  be unneces sar y  to ob- 
s e r ve,  tha t  we  mus t  c a re  fo r  the  th ing s  o f  the  Lord , 
so  a s  to  know them,  and love them,  and en joy them, 
and  l ive  unde r  t h e  i n f l u ence  o f  t h em ,  i nd iv i du a l l y 
our s e l ve s .  I t  w i l l  be  l amentab l e  i f  ou r  zea l  g lows  a t 
a  d i s t a n c e ,  bu t  b e c o m e s  d i m m e r  a s  i t  a p p ro a c h e s 
home,  and  goe s  ou t  in  a  ch i l l i ng  da rkne s s ,  be tween 
G o d  a n d  o u r  ow n  s o u l .  I t  w i l l  b e  d r e a d f u l  f o r  a 
dy ing hour  to  induce  the  adopt ion o f  the  compla in t , 
“They  made  me  keepe r  o f  t h e  v i n eya rd s ,  bu t  m ine 
ow n  v i n eya rd  h ave  I  n o t  ke p t .” We  mu s t  r e s e m b l e
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Jo shua ,  whose  re so lu t ion  embraced  pe r sona l  a s  we l l 
a s  r e l a t i ve  p i e t y,  a n d  m a d e  t h e  o n e  g o  b e f o r e  t h e 
o the r ;  “As  fo r  me,  and  my  hou se,  we  wi l l  s e r ve  the 
Lo rd .” I nd e ed  we  mu s t  e xemp l i f y  wha t  we  re com- 
mend ,  i f  we  wou ld  no t  l o s e  ou r  l abour,  and  expo se 
ou r s e l ve s  t o  re p ro a ch .  How c an  t h e  p roud  en f o rc e 
humi l i ty,  or  the  covetous  l ibera l i ty?  I f  you exto l  and 
urge  a  remedy  a s  in f a l l i b l e,  whi l e  dea th  i s  s een  p ic- 
t u red  i n  you r  own  coun t en anc e,  p eop l e  w i l l  t h i nk 
you  a re  on ly  t r i f l i ng  w i th  them,  o r  i n su l t i ng  them: 
“You  do  no t ,” w i l l  t h ey  s ay,  “ b e l i eve  one  wo rd  o f 
wha t  you pro fe s s ;  i f  you d id ,  you would  t r y  i t s  e f f i - 
cacy  on your se lve s ,  and  not  l angu i sh  under  a  d i sea se 
fo r  which  you pre tend  to  c l a im a  spec i f i c.” In  o ther 
words ,  i f  you ta lk  o f  d iv ine  th ings ,  and endeavour  to 
b r ing  peop l e  unde r  the  sound  o f  t he  Gospe l ,  wh i l e 
you a re  c lo se- f i s t ed  and hard-hear ted ,  ma l ignant  and 
unforg iv ing,  proud and envious ,  va in in your conver- 
s a t i on ,  and  i n con s i s t en t  i n  you r  conduc t ;  t h ey  w i l l 
c onc e ive  t h a t  you r  z e a l  r e g a rd s  on l y  s ome  cu r i ou s 
not ions ,  o r  the  sh ibbo le th s  o f  a  pa r ty ;  and  they  wi l l 
a t t a ch  no  impor t ance  to  them,  becau se  they  s ee  you 
de r ive  no  b ene f i t  f rom  th em .  He  c anno t  va l u e  t h e 
sou l  o f  a  f e l low-crea ture,  who de sp i se s  h i s  own;  nor 
can he who i s  a l ienated f rom the l i fe  of  God himse l f , 
ea r nes t ly,  or  even s incere ly,  be seech other s  to  be  re- 
conciled unto Him.

Ye t  g enu ine  re l i g i on  i s  a s  s o c i a l  a s  i t  i s  p e r sona l ; 
a nd  wh i l e  i t  t e a che s  u s  t o  b eg in  a t  home,  i t  n eve r 
a l l ow s  u s  t o  end  t h e re .  I t  no t  on l y  command s ,  bu t 
enables  us  to  “ love our  neighbour a s  our se lves .”—In- 
deed ,  none  bu t  a  Ca in  w i l l  eve r  a sk  “ am I  my  b ro- 
t h e r ’s  ke epe r ? ” We  mu s t  t h e re f o re  no t  on l y  b e  s o - 
l icitous to promote the cause of God in our own souls,



	 anxiety directed� 263

263

bu t  endeavour  to  advance  i t  in  our  f ami ly  c i rc l e,  in 
tbe  ne ighbourhood where in  we dwe l l ,  in  the  church 
t o  wh i ch  we  be l ong ,  i n  ou r  own  coun t r y,  i n  eve r y 
coun t r y :  th a t  h i s  “way  may  be  known on  e a r th ,  h i s 
s av i n g  h e a l t h  a m o n g  a l l  n a t i o n s .” H e  i s  u n wo r t hy 
the name of a Chr ist ian, whose exer tions are restr icted 
b y  a n y  b o u n d s  b u t  t h o s e  o f  i n a b i l i t y,  o r  w h o s e 
w i she s  a re  con f i n ed  w i t h i n  any  l im i t s  bu t  t ho s e  o f 
the globe.

S e c o n d l y.  We  a r e  t o  c a r e  f o r  t h e m  i m m e d i a t e l y, 
ye t  p e r s e v e r i n g l y .  “ G o d  c o m m a n d e d  m e  t o  m a ke 
h a s t e ,” wa s  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  t h e  k i n g  o f  E g y p t  t o 
J o s i a h ,  I n  h i s  l i p s  i t  wa s  a  f a l s e h o o d ;  b u t  t h e r e 
c a n n o t  b e  a  g r e a t e r  t r u t h  i n  t h e  m o u t h  o f  e ve r y 
m in i s t e r  a nd  eve r y  Ch r i s t i a n .  God  h a s  c ommanded 
u s  t o  m a ke  h a s t e .  “ T h e  k i n g ’s  b u s i n e s s  r e q u i r e s 
ha s t e”—how much more  do  the  a f f a i r s  o f  Him,  who 
i s  t h e  “ K i n g  o f  k i n g s ,  a n d  t h e  L o rd  o f  l o rd s ;  t h e 
t r u e  and  on l y  Po t en t a t e ? ” De l ay,  h e s i t a t i on ,  re l u c - 
tance,  are inconsi s tent with the g reatness  of  the Being 
we  avowe d l y  s e r ve .  B e s i d e s ,  we  h ave  n o  t i m e  f o r 
procra s t ina t ion.  Our l i fe  i s  a  vapour  which appeareth 
fo r  a  l i t t l e  t ime,  and  then  van i she th  away.  And  i t  i s 
a s  unce r t a in  a s  i t  i s  shor t .  Ye t  a l l  ou r  oppor tun i t i e s 
o f  u s e f u l n e s s  d e p e n d  u p o n  i t ;  a n d  m a ny  o f  t h e m 
may  exp i re  l ong  b e f o re  i t .  The  t i d e  o f f e r s  t o  s ub - 
ser ve our  wel f a re,  but  i t  wi l l  not  wai t  for  our  conve- 
n i e n c e .  T h e  s u m m e r  i s  s h o r t ,  b u t  t h e  h a r ve s t  i s 
mu c h  s h o r t e r ;  a n d  eve r y  d ay,  a n d  eve r y  we e k ,  i n 
h a r ve s t ,  i s  n o t  e q u a l l y  p ro p i t i o u s  f o r  a c t i o n .  T h e 
go l d en  g r a i n  i s  no t  on l y  p re c i ou s ,  bu t  p e r i s h a b l e ; 
and  whi l e  the  id l e r  s l eep s ,  the  t rea su re  i s  de s t royed . 
How many  sea son s  and  occa s ion s  o f  do ing  good  can 
we  a l l  r ev i ew,  o f  wh i ch  no th i ng  now  rema i n s ,  bu t
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the  s in  and  reg re t  o f  neg lec t !  What  work  a re  we ye t 
o f t e n  m a k i n g  f o r  h i t t e r  r e p e n t a n c e !  S u r e l y  c o n - 
s c i ence  c anno t  he  a lway s  e a sy.  Su re l y  the re  a re  mo- 
ment s  when  we  mus t  exc l a im,  “We a re  ve r i l y  gu i l t y 
conce r n ing  ou r  b ro the r.” How many  have  pe r i s hed , 
a nd  how many  a re  p e r i s h i ng  f o r  eve r,  t h rough  ou r 
indifference!—

But  i t  i s  no t  enough  to  commence,  we  mus t  con- 
t i nue.  The  command  i s ,  “Be  no t  wea r y  i n  we l l  do- 
ing ,  fo r  in  due  t ime  we  sha l l  re ap,  i f  we  f a in t  no t .” 
Here  we  have  need  o f  pa t i ence.  The  exc i t ement s  o f 
nove l t y  soon  wea r  o f f .  The  p r aye r s  o f f e red  i n  f a i t h 
a re  no t  a lway s  immed i a t e l y  an swe red .  The  s cheme s 
o f  w i sdom and  benevo l ence  do  no t  a lway s  i n s t an t l y 
t a ke  e f f e c t .  The  s e ed  s own  doe s  no t  s p r i ng  up  t h e 
s ame  d ay,  o r  t h e  s ame  week :  a nd  when  i t  a pp e a r s , 
the re  i s  “ f i r s t  the  bl ade,  then  the  ea r,  and  a f t e r  tha t 
t h e  f u l l  c o r n  i n  t h e  e a r .” “ I t  i s  g o o d ,” s a y s  t h e 
a po s t l e ,  “ t o  b e  a lway s  z e a l ou s l y  a f f e c t ed  i n  a  good 
t h i n g ;  a n d  n o t  o n l y  w h e n  I  a m  p r e s e n t  w i t h  yo u .” 
Z e a l ,  i n  o rd e r  t o  b e  d u r a b l e ,  mu s t  b e  f o u n d e d  i n 
pr inc ip le,  and not  dependent  on emot ions  exc i ted by 
c i rcums t ance s ;  i t  mus t  no t  re l y  on  the  e loquence  o f 
a  s e r mon ,  o r  t h e  s ympa thy  o f  a  pub l i c  mee t i n g :  i t 
mus t  have  a  sp r ing  head ,  or,  l ike  the  summer  brook, 
it will sometimes flow and sometimes fail.

We  r e a d  o f  s o m e  w h o  “ d i d  r u n  we l l ,  b u t  we r e 
h i nde red ,” “ t h ey  b eg an  i n  t h e  s p i r i t ,  bu t  ended  i n 
t h e  f l e s h .” And  we  a re  i n f o r med  o f  s ome  who  ob - 
t a ined  the  commenda t ion ,  “Thou ha s t  l aboured ,  and 
ha s t  no t  f a i n t ed .  I  know thy  work s ,  and  the  l a s t  t o 
be  more  than  the  f i r s t .” I  need  no t  s ay  to  wh ich  o f 
these  i t  becomes you to be confor med—You must  say 
“ I  l ove  my  m a s t e r .  I  w i l l  n o t  g o  f r e e .” Yo u r  e a r s
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mu s t  b e  bo red .  You  mu s t  b e  n a i l e d  t o  t h e  doo r  o f 
yo u r  L o rd ’s  d we l l i n g ;  a n d  b e  h i s  s e r va n t  f o r  eve r . 
“Be  thou f a i th fu l  un to  dea th ,  and  I  wi l l  g ive  thee  a 
crown of life.”

Thi rd ly.  We a re  to  ca re  fo r  them op en ly  ye t  s imp ly . 
I t  has  of ten been objected to those who are t r y ing to 
ca r r y  on  the  work  o f  Chr i s t ,  l i ke  you ,  my bre th ren , 
tha t  they  make  so  much no i s e  and  show.  I  t r u s t  you 
w i l l  n eve r  make  more  no i s e  and  show th an  a re  un- 
avo i d a b l e .  B u t  u n avo i d a b l e  i n  a  m e a s u re  t h ey  a r e . 
T h e  w i n d  c a n n o t  b l ow  w i t h o u t  yo u r  h e a r i n g  t h e 
sound thereof .  The sun cannot  i l luminate,  and war m, 
and  f e r t i l i z e,  and  b l e s s ,  w i thou t  sh in ing ,  no r  c an  i t 
sh ine  wi thout  be ing  seen .  But  e f f ec t s  a re  not  a lways 
m o t i ve s .  L i t t l e  c o m p a r a t i ve l y  c a n  b e  d o n e  i n  a ny 
ma t t e r  o f  en te r p r i s e  by  de t ached  e f fo r t s :  the re  mus t 
be combinat ion,  and combinat ion cannot act  with the 
p r iva cy  o f  i nd iv i du a l i t y.  The  moun t a i n  i s  made  up 
o f  s and s ;  bu t  though  a  s and  c an  be  h id ,  a  mounta in 
c a n n o t .  A  s i n g l e  s o l d i e r  m ay  c o n c e a l  h i m s e l f ,  bu t 
an ar my cannot  muster,  and march,  and contend,  and 
conquer,  wi thout  d i sp l ay.  And publ i c i ty  i s  de s i r able, 
a s  we l l  a s  unavo idable :  i t  awakens  a t t en t ion ;  i t  gen- 
d e r s  s ympa thy ;  i t  rep ro a che s  s l o t h ;  i t  we aken s  f e a r 
and shame; it kindles emulation.

Ye t  i t  mu s t  b e  c o n f e s s e d ,  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o  l i t t l e 
d ange r  h e re ,  a s  t o  t h e  a g en t s  t h ems e l ve s :  a nd  i t  i s 
much more  neces s a r y  to  examine our  pr inc ip le s ,  and 
watch over our motives ,  when we are ca l led to act  on 
t h e  t h e a t r e  o f  ob s e r va t i on ,  t h an  when  we  a re  d i s - 
ch a r g i ng  i n  p r iva t e  du t i e s  wh i ch  none,  o r  f ew  c an 
w i t n e s s ,  b u t  G o d  o n l y.  J e h u  wa s  a p p a r e n t l y  ve r y 
z e a lou s ,  bu t  o s t en t a t i on  spo i l ed  a l l—“Come s ee  my 
zea l  f o r  the  Lord  o f  ho s t s .” Bu t  i t  wa s  on ly  s e l f i s h -
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n e s s  i n  a  r e l i g i o n s  m a n t l e .  I f  h e  d i d  t h e  L o r d ’s 
wo r k ,  i t  wa s  n o t  f o r  t h e  L o rd ’s  s a ke .  H e  s aw  t h a t 
h i s  obedience to  a  Div ine int imat ion was  the  road to 
pre fer ment ,  and a  l adder  to  the  throne.  Whi le  there- 
fore your zea l  i s  publ ic,  le t  i t  be a l so pure:  no longer 
than  your  eye  i s  s ing le  wi l l  your  whole  body he  fu l l 
o f  l i g h t .  Neve r  t h i nk  o f  a  n ame  a s  a  f ounde r,  o r  a 
l e a d e r ;  a n  a g e n t ,  o r  a  c o n t r i bu t o r .  L e t  n o  c a r n a l 
a im s  eve r  d eg r ade  and  po l l u t e  you r  re l i g i ou s  exe r - 
t ions :  but  “ l ive  in  the  sp i r i t ,  and wa lk  in  the  sp i r i t .” 
“Le t  you r  l i gh t  s o  s h i ne  b e fo re  men  t h a t  t h ey  may 
s ee  your  good  work s ,” ye t  no t  to  “g lo r i f y” you ,  bu t 
your “Father which is in heaven!”

Four th l y.  We mus t  c a re  fo r  them b o l d ly  ye t  wi s e ly . 
In  some condi t ions  courage  would  not  be  nece s s a r y ; 
but  i t  i s  o therwise  where immense ly  the major i ty  a re 
ave r s e  to  our  ob jec t ,  and  s t r iv ing  to  suppor t  a  con- 
t r a r y  in te re s t .  “Who wi l l  r i s e  up  fo r  me  aga in s t  the 
ev i l  d o e r s ?  w h o  w i l l  s t a n d  u p  f o r  m e  a g a i n s t  t h e 
wo r ke r s  o f  i n i q u i t y ? ” i s  a n  a d d re s s ,  t h a t  s u p p o s e s 
oppos i t ion ,  and even inv i te s  to  content ion.  Here  the 
man  i s  p repa red  fo r  no th ing  who  c anno t  r i s e  above 
the influence of fear and shame: and say—

“Careless myself, a dying man,  
	 Of dying men’s esteem;  
Happy, O God, if Thou approve,  
	 Though all beside condemn.”

S o m e  w i l l  s u s p e c t  yo u r  m o t i ve s ;  a n d  s o m e  w i l l 
censure  them;  some wi l l  sneer ;  and some wi l l  cur se- 
You may be  opposed  by  those  above  you,  and  whose 
e x amp l e  w i l l  h ave  t h e  f o rc e  o f  a u t ho r i t y ;  a nd  you 
may  be  oppo sed  by  tho s e  who  a re  de a r  to  you ,  and 
whose  example  wi l l  have  the  fo rce  o f  a f f ec t ion :  and 
the  pe r s ecu t ion  o f  en t re a t i e s  and  t e a r s  i s ,  t o  an  in -
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g enuou s  m ind ,  t h e  g re a t e s t  o f  a l l  t r i a l s .  You  mu s t 
t h e r e f o r e  f e e l  eve r y  m o m e n t  t h e  c o nv i c t i o n ,  “ We 
o u g h t  t o  o b e y  G o d  r a t h e r  t h a n  m a n .” Yo u  m u s t 
cher ish the spir i t  of  a mar tyr,  though not cal led to his 
su f f e r ing s .  You mus t  be  wi l l ing  to  “go for th  to  Him 
w i t h o u t  t h e  c a m p,  b e a r i n g  h i s  r e p ro a c h ; ” a n d  b e 
deter mined to “ fo l low Him whither soever  he goeth!” 
And  i f  you r  f a i t h  i s  con s i de red  a s  f ancy,  you r  hope 
de lu s ion ,  your  meeknes s  meannes s ,  your  a rdour  fo l ly 
o r  madnes s ;  you mus t  t ake  the  s canda l ,  and ,  b ind ing 
i t  a s  a n  o r n a m e n t  a ro u n d  yo u r  b row,  e x c l a i m ,  “ I f 
t h i s  i s  t o  h e  v i l e ,  I  w i l l  ye t  b e  m o r e  v i l e : ” a n d 
“Ch r i s t  s h a l l  b e  magn i f i e d  i n  my  body,  whe the r  i t 
be by life or by death.”

B u t  b o l d n e s s  m ay  b e  a c c o m p a n i e d  by  i g n o r a n c e 
and  r a s hne s s .  You  w i l l ,  t h e re f o re ,  a l l ow  me  t o  s ay, 
l e t  you r  f i r mne s s  a nd  e a r n e s t n e s s  b e  b l e nded  w i t h 
d i s c re t ion .  Th i s  i s  no t  to  check ,  o r  ch i l l  you r  z e a l , 
bu t  to  re f i ne  i t ,  and  gu ide  i t ,  and  keep  i t  f rom ex- 
pend ing  i t s e l f  u s e l e s s l y  o r  i n ju r iou s l y.  The  re l i g ion 
o f  Je su s  doe s  no t  s anc t i f y  a l l  the  means  tha t  may  he 
e m p l oye d  f o r  i t s  p ro m o t i o n ;  n o r  mu s t  we  d o  ev i l 
t h a t  g o o d  m ay  c o m e.  We  a r e  t o  g i ve ,  bu t  i t  mu s t 
be  our  own:  he  abhor s  robber y  for  a  bur nt-o f fe r ing . 
We a re  to  compe l  peop le  to  come in ;  but  i t  mus t  be 
by  in s t r uc t ion ,  en t re a ty,  and  pe r sua s ion :  a l l  f o rce  i s 
p e r s e c u t i o n .  We  a r e  t o  c o n t e n d  e a r n e s t l y  f o r  t h e 
f a i t h ;  bu t  we  mus t  s t r ive  c a re fu l l y ;  t he  ve r y  n a tu re 
of  the cause  re jec t s  a  pen d ipped in  ga l l ,  or  a  tongue 
s e t  on  f i re  o f  he l l :  “The  wra th  o f  man  worke th  no t 
t h e  r i gh t eou sne s s  o f  God .” “No  one  wa s  eve r  ye t ,” 
s ay s  Cowpe r,  “ s c o l d ed  ou t  o f  h i s  s i n s ,  o r  i n t o  h i s 
du ty.” We a re  to  ho ld  fo r th  the  word  o f  l i f e,  bu t  we
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a re  no t  to  l e ave  our  c a l l i ng s  in  wh ich  we  a re  c a l l ed 
of God, but to “abide with God” in them.

There  a re  some  whose  ze a l ,  l i ke  a  f eve r,  bu r n s  up 
the  b r a in  i n s t e ad  o f  gen i a l l y  wa r ming  the  con s t i t u - 
t i o n  l i ke  t h e  h e a t  o f  h e a l t h .  “ We  mu s t  s t u d y  m e n 
and things :  we must  observe t imes  and c i rcumstances . 
We mus t  p lea se  our  ne ighbour  for  h i s  good to  ed i f i - 
c a t i o n .  “ H e  t h a t  w i n n e t h  s o u l s  i s  w i s e .” T h e r e 
a re  preacher s  and pro fe s sor s  who desp i se  and d i sda in 
ever ything l ike conci l ia t ion and accommodat ion,  a s  i f 
i t  a rgued  a  wan t  o f  fo r t i tude  and  f i de l i t y—or  wa s  a 
b a s e  a n d  u n wo r t hy  t a m p e r i n g  w i t h  t h e  e n e my  t o 
b e t r ay  t h e  c a u s e .  B u t  w h o  wa s  i t  t h a t  s a i d  “ Wa l k 
in  w i sdom toward  them tha t  a re  w i thou t ?” And  d id 
not  h i s  p r ac t i ce  exempl i fy  and  en force  h i s  doc t r ine? 
“ E ve n  s o  I  p l e a s e  a l l  m e n ,  n o t  s e e k i n g  my  ow n 
prof i t ,  but the prof i t  of many, that they may be saved.” 
“For  though I  be  f ree  f rom a l l ,  ye t  have  I  made my- 
se l f  s e r van t  unto  a l l ,  tha t  I  might  ga in  the  more.  To 
t h e  we ak  b e c ame  I  a s  we ak ,  t h a t  I  m i gh t  g a i n  t h e 
weak :  I  am made  a l l  th ing s  to  a l l  men ,  tha t  I  migh t 
by all means save some.”

We  h a ve  a  g r e a t e r  t h a n  P a u l ;  a n d  h i s  e x a m p l e 
ough t  to  have  the  fo rce  o f  a  l aw.  The  who le  o f  our 
Sav iour ’s  conve r s a t ion  and  conduc t  wa s  a  fu l f i lmen t 
o f  t h e  p r e d i c t i o n ,  “ B e h o l d ,  my  s e r va n t  s h a l l  d e a l 
p r u d e n t l y.” W h e n  H e  c o m m i s s i o n e d  t h e  t we l v e 
apos t l e s  He  s a id ,  “Be  ye  wi se  a s  s e r pen t s ,  a s  we l l  a s 
har mles s  a s  doves”—and we cannot  have too much of 
t h e  w i s dom o f  t h e  s e r p en t  i f  we  h ave  none  o f  t h e 
ve n o m .  A n d  w h e n  h e  s e n t  f o r t h  t h e  s e ve n t y  d i s - 
c iples ,  a lmost  a l l  hi s  admonit ions were of  a  prudentia l 
k ind;  and some of  them such a s  many a  young div ine
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wou ld  th ink  i t  b enea th  h im to  reg a rd  we re  t hey  to 
cons t i tu te  ( and  they  ought  to  cons t i tu te )  a  pa r t  o f  a 
tutor’s  charge.  But our Lord knew that things tr i f l ing- 
i n  themse l ve s  bec ame  ve r y  impor t an t  by  the i r  con- 
nexions ,  indica t ions ,  and e f fect s .  He knew that  wi th- 
ou t  p r ud en c e  a  man  c an  g ive  no  p l e d g e  o f  p rop e r 
behaviour  in  any of  those  t r y ing s i tua t ions  which are 
per pe tua l l y  occur r ing ;  yea ,  tha t  h i s  ve r y  exce l l ence s 
may  i n j u re  h i s  ch a r a c t e r,  and  h i s  ve r y  t a l en t s  f r u s - 
trate his usefulness.

F i n a l l y ;  we  mu s t  c a r e  f o r  t h e m  h u m b l y ,  a n d  ye t 
p r a c t i c a l l y .  “ E x c e p t  t h e  L o r d  b u i l d  t h e  h o u s e , 
t h ey  l a bou r  i n  va i n  t h a t  bu i l d  i t ;  e x c ep t  t h e  L o rd 
ke e p  t h e  c i t y,  t h e  wa t c h m a n  wa ke t h  bu t  i n  va i n .” 
The wises t  p lans ,  the most  s t renuous ef for t s ,  the most 
powerfu l  means ,  wi l l  be  unava i l ing without  h i s  ble s s- 
ing .  I f  you  had  Pau l  and  Apo l lo s  to  emp loy  in  your 
mi s s ion ,  Pau l  would  p l ant ,  and Apol lo s  would  water, 
i n  va i n ,  un l e s s  t h e  Lo rd  g ave  t h e  i n c re a s e .  To  t h i s 
conv i c t i on  the  g lo r y  o f  God  requ i re s  H im to  b r ing 
u s :  a nd  t h e  s oone r  we  f e e l  i t  t h e  b e t t e r ,  f o r  when 
we  a r e  we a k  t h e n  a r e  we  s t r o n g .  A t  e ve r y  s t e p, 
there fore,  remember  the  dec la ra t ion ,  “Not  by  might , 
n o r  by  p owe r ,  bu t  by  my  s p i r i t ,  s a i t h  t h e  L o rd .” 
L a b o u r  u p o n  yo u r  k n e e s .  L e t  yo u r  c a r e  f o r  t h e 
t h i n g s  o f  t h e  L o rd  o p e r a t e  c o n s t a n t l y  i n  a  way  o f 
p r aye r ;  a n d  w h a t eve r  b e  yo u r  a d va n t a g e s  a n d  i n - 
s t r u m e n t s ,  b r e a t h e  ove r  t h e m  t h e  d e p e n d e n c e  o f 
D av i d ,  “ O  L o rd ,  I  b e s e e c h  T h e e ,  s e n d  n ow  p ro s - 
perity.”

I t  h a s  b e en  s a i d ,  t h a t  e xe r t i on  w i t h o u t  p r aye r  i s 
imp i e t y ;  bu t  i t  i s  no  l e s s  t r u e,  t h a t  p r aye r  w i t hou t 
exe r t ion  i s  hypocr i s y.  I t  i s  no t ,  the re fo re,  su f f i c i en t 
to pray—the s incer i ty of your prayer s  must be evinced
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by  your  ac t ion s :  fo r  o f  th i s  we  may  be  a s su red ,  tha t 
wha t eve r  a  man  re a l l y  de s i re s ,  and  in  p ropor t ion  a s 
he des i res  i t ,  he wi l l  seek a f ter,  and use a l l  the means 
p laced with in hi s  power,  to  obta in .  Out  of  the i r  own 
mou th s ,  t h e re f o re ,  many  w i l l  b e  c ondemned—yea , 
t h ey  a re  condemned  a l re ady.—They  p r ay—bu t  t h ey 
d o  n o t h i n g .  T h ey  ava i l  n o t  t h e m s e l ve s  o f  t h e  o p - 
po r t un i t i e s  wh i ch  t h e  p rov i d ence  o f  God  p re s en t s ; 
t h ey  c a l l  no t  i n t o  a c t i on  t h e  re s ou rc e s  unde r  t h e i r 
c o n t r o l ;  t h e y  n e ve r  d e n y  t h e m s e l v e s ,  n e ve r  r e - 
t rench,  in  order  to  increase  the i r  capac i ty  for  use fu l- 
n e s s .  T h ey  t a l k  e n o u g h  o f  t h e  c a u s e  o f  G o d ;  bu t 
they  “ f l a t t e r  Him wi th  the i r  l i p s ,  and  l i e  un to  Him 
w i t h  t h e i r  t ongue s .” “Wi th  t h e i r  mou th  t h ey  s h ew 
much  l ove,  bu t  t he i r  h e a r t  goe th  a f t e r  t h e i r  cove t - 
ousness.”

Thus  are  we to care  for  the th ings  that  be long unto 
the Lord: and we hasten

I I I .  To  e x p la i n  t h e  o b l i gat i o n  w e  ar e  u n d e r 
to make them the objects oe our solicitude.

A n d  f i r s t .  D o e s  n o t  c o n s i s t e n c y  r e q u i r e  i t ?  “ H e 
that  sa i th he abideth in Him, ought himsel f  a l so so to 
wa l k  e ve n  a s  H e  wa l ke d .” I n  t h e s e  wo rd s  we  a r e 
reminded ,  tha t  our  p r ac t i ce  shou ld  co r re spond  wi th 
ou r  p ro f e s s i on .  I t  i s  r e qu i re d ,  i t  i s  e xp e c t e d :  i t  i s 
expec t ed  by  the  wor ld  a s  we l l  a s  by  the  church :  we 
c a n n o t  m a i n t a i n  out  c h a r a c t e r  w i t h o u t  i t ;  f o r  we 
shall always be judged of by our pretensions.

N ow  s e e  h ow  t h i s  a p p l i e s  i n  t h e  c a s e  b e f o re  u s . 
You  a re  the  p ro f e s so r s  o f  Chr i s t .  You  p ro f e s s  t o  be 
h i s  s e r van t s—but  can  you  be  good  se r van t s  i f  neg l i - 
g en t  i n  you r  ma s t e r ’s  wo r k ?  You  p ro f e s s  t o  b e  h i s 
s ub j e c t s—bu t  c an  ye  b e  l oya l  s ub j e c t s  i f  ye  a re  re -
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g a rd l e s s  o f  you r  sove re i gn ’s  honour ?  You  p ro f e s s  t o 
be  h i s  f r iends—but  can you be f a i th fu l  f r iends  unle s s 
you fee l  a t t ached to  your  f r i end ’s  in te re s t s  and make 
his welfare your own?

S e cond l y.  Doe s  no t  r e a s o n  r e qu i re  i t ?  The  t h i n g s 
t h em s e l v e s  a re  the  mos t  exce l l en t ,  and  va lu ab l e,  and 
impor t an t ,  and  e s s en t i a l .  We a re  ca re fu l  about  many 
ob jec t s  which a re  whol ly  unwor thy o f  the  a rdour  we 
expend upon them: but  here  our  so l ic i tude can never 
b e come  ex c e s s ive—can  neve r  re a ch  t h e  s ub j e c t .  I n 
deciding this, I refer you to a dying hour—

“ M e n  m ay  l i v e  f o o l s ,  bu t  f o o l s  t h ey  c a n n o t  d i e .” 
The  d e l u s i on s  o f  t ime  d rop  o f f  a t  t h e  a pp ro a ch  o f 
e te r n i ty ;  and th ings  beg in  to  appear  what  they rea l ly 
a re.  In  tha t  so l emn per iod  you wi l l  wonder  by  wha t 
p ro c e s s  o f  d e c ep t i on  c e r t a i n  ob j e c t s  c ou l d  a cqu i re 
t h e i r  i n f l u ence  ove r  you ;  and  you  w i l l  b e  a s h amed 
o f  t h e  exe r t i on s  and  s a c r i f i c e s  you  made  t o  ob t a i n 
t h e m .  Yo u  w i l l  e q u a l l y  wo n d e r  h ow  o t h e r  t h i n g s . 
cou ld  have  been neg lec ted  or  forgot ten :  for  they  a re 
then  deemed  a l l  i n  a l l .  L i f e  i n  the  rev i ew i s  s e en  a 
d u l l  l e ve l ,  o r  a  d r e a d  d a r k n e s s :  n o t h i n g  r i s e s  u p, 
noth ing  sh ine s  wi th  g lor y  but  what  we have  done in 
work ing  the  work  o f  God .  A l l  i s  a cknowledged  lo s t 
l a b o u r  bu t  t h e  c a r e  o f  t h e  s o u l .  A l l  i s  f e l t  t o  b e 
van i ty  and  vexa t ion  o f  sp i r i t  bu t  the  ea r ne s t s  o f  the 
Holy Ghost.

How d i f f e ren t  a re  the  v i ews  and  f ee l ing s  o f  ange l s 
a nd  o f  men !  We  a re  s t r u ck  w i t h  t h e  me rch an t ,  t h e 
p h i l o s o p h e r ,  t h e  p r i n c e ,  t h e  h e ro :  t h e y  g a z e  w i t h 
p l e a s u re  o n  t h e  m i s s i o n a r y ;  o n  t h e  S u n d ay - s c h o o l 
t e a che r  t h a t  i s  s e ek i ng  t o  s ave  t h e  ch i l d ren  o f  t h e 
needy;  on the broken-hear ted peni tent ,  cr y ing,  “God 
be  merc i fu l  to  me a  s inner.” We a re  a t t r ac ted  by  the
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wonder s  o f  na tu re,  and  the  p roduc t ion s  o f  a r t :  they 
des i re  to  “ look into the su f fer ings  o f  Chr i s t ,  and the 
g l o r y  t h a t  s h o u l d  f o l l ow.” We  e x u l t  i n  a  v i c t o r y : 
t h ey  “ re j o i c e  ove r  o n e  s i n n e r  t h a t  r e p e n t e t h .” We 
c e l e b r a t e  t h e  b i r t h  o f  a  We l l i n g t o n ,  a n d  t h ey  t h e 
bir th of  a  Whit f ie ld—for they “look not a t  the things 
which are  seen,  but  a t  the th ings  which are  not  seen: 
fo r  the  th ing s  wh ich  a re  s een  a re  t empora l ,  bu t  the 
things which are not seen are eternal.”

W h a t  a m  I  s a y i n g !  G o d  h i m s e l f  c a r e s  f o r  t h e s e 
t h i n g s .  I n  h i s  j u d g m e n t  t h e y  a r e  o f  t h e  h i g h e s t 
moment .  For  wha t  pur po se  d id  He  make  th i s  e a r th , 
and  fo r  wha t  pu r po se  doe s  He  con t inue  i t ?  To  be  a 
f i e l d  o f  s l augh t e r  f o r  he roe s ?  A  coun t ing-hou se  fo r 
m e r c h a n t s ?  A  l a b o r a t o r y  f o r  c h e m i s t s ?  A n  o b s e r - 
va t o r y  f o r  a s t ro n o m e r s ?  N o — bu t  t o  b e  a  t h e a t r e , 
i n  wh i ch  t o  d i s p l ay  re d e em ing  g r a c e ;  a  t emp l e ,  i n 
wh i ch  t o  p ro c l a im  t h e  g l a d  t i d i n g s  o f  s a l va t i o n ;  a 
school,  in which to train up the heir s  of l i fe for glory, 
h o n o u r ,  a n d  i m m o r t a l i t y.  I n  t h e s e  t h i n g s  H e  d e - 
l i g h t s .  T h e s e  a r e  h i s  g l o r y.  To  t h e s e  H e  m a k e s 
e ve r y t h i n g  e l s e  s u b o r d i n a t e  a n d  s u b s e r v i e n t .  To 
the se  ever y th ing  e l s e  mus t  bend ,  o r  He wi l l  t r ample 
i t  und e r  f oo t :  “The  n a t i on  a nd  k i n gdom t h a t  w i l l 
n o t  s e r ve  T h e e  s h a l l  p e r i s h .” T h e s e  s h a l l  s e e  t h e 
“sun tur ned into darkness ,  and the moon into blood,” 
su r v ive  t he  wreck  o f  t he  un ive r s e ;  and  f l ou r i s h  f o r 
ever  in the “new heavens  and the new ear th,  wherein 
dwelleth r ighteousness.”

Th i rd l y.  Doe s  no t  s e l f - i n t e r e s t  r e qu i re  i t ?  I f  c on - 
cer ned for  your  own wel f a re,  you wi l l  sure ly  fee l  the 
wisdom of  p leas ing Him, in whose f avour i s  l i fe :  who 
ha s  the  cont ro l  o f  a l l  hear t s ,  and the  d i rec t ion o f  a l l 
e ve n t s ;  w h o s e  a r e  t h e  d e c e i ve d  a n d  t h e  d e c e i ve r ,
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t he  d rough t  and  the  f l ood s ,  t he  w ind s  and  s e a son s : 
who  c an  w i thho ld ,  o r  cu r s e  you r  b l e s s i ng s ;  and  on 
whom ent i re ly  depend ,  the  succe s s  o f  your  bus ine s s , 
t h e  s a f e t y  o f  you r  f am i l y,  t h e  he a l t h  o f  you r  body, 
a n d  t h e  p ro s p e r i t y  o f  yo u r  s o u l .  B u t  “ w i t h  s u c h 
s ac r i f i ce s  God i s  we l l  p l ea sed .” And wha t  a  monarch 
i s  repor ted to have once sa id  to a  pr ime mini s ter.  He 
s ay s  t o  e a c h  o f  yo u ,  “ M i n d  my  a f f a i r s ,  a n d  I  w i l l 
m i nd  you r s .”—“He  t h a t  wa t e re t h  s h a l l  b e  wa t e re d 
a l s o : ” H e  t h a t  s owe t h  p l e n t i f u l l y  s h a l l  r e a p  p l e n - 
t i fu l l y.” You have  read  the  announcement  o f  heaven , 
“Them tha t  honour  me I  wi l l  honour,  bu t  they  tha t 
d e s p i s e  m e  s h a l l  b e  l i g h t l y  e s t e e m e d .” Yo u  h ave 
h e a rd  t h e  t h r e a t e n i n g ,  “ C u r s e  ye  M e ro z ,  s a i d  t h e 
ange l  o f  t he  Lo rd ,  cu r s e  ye  b i t t e r l y  t he  i nhab i t an t s 
t h e reo f ;  b e c au s e  t h ey  c ame  no t  t o  t h e  h e l p  o f  t h e 
Lo rd ,  t o  t h e  h e l p  o f  t h e  Lo rd  a g a i n s t  t h e  m i gh t y.” 
Now tu r n  to  t he  p romi s e,  “They  sh a l l  p ro spe r  t h a t 
love  thee.” Af t e r  the  dea th  o f  Uzzah  no  one  s eemed 
w i l l i ng  to  admi t  t he  a rk .  Some  were  a f r a i d .  Othe r s 
we re  a c tua t ed  by  s e l f i s hne s s .  They  we ighed  the  ex- 
p e n s e ,  a n d  t h e  t r o u b l e .  “ We  s h a l l  a lway s  b e  e x - 
posed and incommoded; a l l  the people wi l l  be coming 
here  f rom cur ios i ty  to  see,  or  f rom pie ty  to  inqui re.” 
“ We l l ,” s ay s  O b e d e d o m ,  “ l e t  i t  t u r n  i n  t o  m e — I 
s h a l l  d e e m  i t  a n  h o n o u r  a n d  a  p r i v i l e g e .” A n d  a 
p r iv i l e g e  i t  p roved .  The  re po r t  s oon  re a ch ed  even 
the  foo t  o f  the  th rone ;  and  had  i t s  i n f l uence  the re. 
“And  i t  wa s  to ld  k ing  Dav id ,  s ay ing ,  the  Lo rd  ha th 
b l e s s e d  t h e  hou s e  o f  Obededom ,  a n d  a l l  t h a t  p e r - 
t a i n e t h  u n t o  h i m ,  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  a r k  o f  G o d .  S o 
D av i d  we n t  a n d  b ro u g h t  u p  t h e  a r k  o f  G o d  f ro m 
the  house  o f  Obededom in to  the  c i ty  o f  Dav id  wi th 
gladness.”
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Now tur n for contras t  to those se l f i sh wretches  who 
h a d  c o m e  b a c k  f ro m  B a by l o n  t o  J e r u s a l e m .  T h ey 
pre tended  tha t  the  t ime was  not  come for  the  house 
o f  t he  Lo rd  to  be  bu i l t :  ye t  wh i l e  the  Lo rd ’s  hou se 
was  ly ing  in  r u in s  they  had  rea red  and were  occupy- 
i ng  c e i l ed  hou s e s  o f  t h e i r  own .  And  wha t  d i d  t hey 
ga in by “seeking the i r  own,  not  the th ings  which are 
J e s u s  C h r i s t ’s ? ” “ Ye  l o o ke d  f o r  m u c h ,  a n d  l o  i t 
c ame  t o  l i t t l e ;  a nd  when  ye  b rough t  i t  home  I  d i d 
b l ow  u p o n  i t .  W hy,  s a i t h  t h e  L o rd  o f  H o s t s .  B e - 
cau se  o f  mine  house  tha t  i s  wa s t e,  and  ye  r un  eve r y 
man unto  h i s  own house.  There fore  the  heaven  over 
you i s  s t ayed  f rom dew,  and  the  ea r th  i s  s t ayed  f rom 
h e r  f r u i t .  T h u s  s a i t h  t h e  L o rd  o f  H o s t s ,  c o n s i d e r 
your  r vays .  Go up to  the  mounta in ,  and br ing wood, 
and  bu i l d  t he  hou s e :  and  I  w i l l  t ake  p l e a su re  i n  i t , 
and I  wi l l  be  g lor i f ied ,  sa i th  the Lord.  Cons ider  now 
f rom th i s  d ay  and  upward ,  f rom the  fou r  and  twen- 
t ie th  day of  the  n inth month,  even f rom the day tha t 
the foundat ion of  the Lord’s  temple was la id,  consider 
i t .  I s  the  s eed  ye t  in  the  ba r n?  yea ,  a s  ye t  the  v ine, 
and the f ig- t ree,  and the pomeg ranate,  and the o l ive- 
t re e ,  h a t h  no t  b rough t  f o r t h :  f rom ,  t h i s  d ay  w i l l  I 
bless you.”

L a s t l y.  G r a t i t u d e  r e q u i r e s  i t .  F e a r  d o e s  s o m e - 
th ing  in  a  Chr i s t i an ;  hope  doe s  more ;  bu t  love  doe s 
m o s t  o f  a l l :  a n d  l ove  s e e ke t h  n o t  h e r  ow n .  W h e n 
Achi l l e s  was  a sked ,  what  were  the  mos t  p lea s ing  se r- 
v i c e s  i n  wh i ch  he  eve r  engaged ,  he  rep l i ed ,  “Wha t 
I  d o  f o r  my  f r i e n d s .” “ N o t h i n g ,” s ay s  A u g u s t i n e , 
“ i s  i r k s o m e  o r  d i f f i c u l t  t o  l ove .” “ L ove ,” s ay s  S o - 
l o m o n ,  “ i s  s t r o n g  a s  d e a t h .  M a n y  wa t e r s  c a n n o t 
quench  l ove,  n e i t h e r  c an  t h e  f l ood s  d rown  i t .  I f  a 
man  wou l d  g ive  a l l  t h e  s ub s t a n c e  o f  h i s  hou s e  f o r
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love,  i t  would be ut ter ly  contemned.” But  there i s  no 
love  l i ke  tha t  wh ich  a  redeemed  s inne r  bea r s  to  h i s 
R e d e e m e r :  a n d  t h e re  o u g h t  t o  b e  n o  l ove  l i ke  i t . 
He whom you a re  requi red  to  se r ve,  ha s  a lways  been 
ser v ing you.  His  merc ie s  have been new ever y mor n- 
i n g ,  a n d  eve r y  m o m e n t .  H e  h a s  n eve r  b e e n  we a r y 
in  do ing  you good,  notwi th s t and ing  a l l  your  unwor- 
t h i n e s s  a nd  p e r ve r s ene s s .  He  f o r  who s e  t h i ng s  you 
a re  requ i red  t o  c a re,  h a s  i n ce s s an t l y  c a red  f o r  you . 
He  ha s  c a red  fo r  your  cond i t ion ,  c a red  fo r  your  f a - 
mi ly,  ca red for  your  bodie s ,  ca red  for  your  sou l s .  He 
r e m e m b e r s  yo u  n ow  H e  i s  i n  h i s  k i n g d o m ;  a n d  i s 
mak ing  a l l  t h i ng s  t o  wo rk  t oge the r  f o r  you r  good . 
Wha t  h a s  h e  no t  i n su red  t o  you  by  p romi s e ?  Wha t 
ha s  He not  done  fo r  you a l ready?  He met  you when 
go ing  a s t r ay,  and  tu r ned  you r  f e e t  i n to  t he  p a th  o f 
p e a c e .  H e  o p e n e d  yo u r  b l i n d  e ye s .  H e  r e l i e v e d 
you r  bu rdened  con s c i ence s .  He  de l ive red  you  f rom 
the  bondage  o f  cor r upt ion .  He brought  you in to  the 
glorious liberty of the sons of God.

A n d  h o w  d i d  H e  a l l  t h i s ?  Yo u  s o m e t i m e s  t a l k  o f 
your  benevo lence ;  bu t  how l i t t l e  o f  i t  w i l l  bea r  ex- 
am in a t i on ?  How much  o f  i t  i s  me re l y  c a s u a l ?  How 
much  o f  i t  i s  s e l f i s h ,  o r i g in a t i ng  i n  some  re f e rence 
t o  yo u r  r e p u t a t i o n  o r  a d va n t a g e ?  H ow  l i t t l e  o f  i t 
ha s  been a t tended wi th  anyth ing l ike  se l f -denia l ,  ox- 
s ac r i f i ce?  Perhaps ,  you have  never  lo s t  a  n ight ’s  re s t , 
or walked a few miles in a warm day, to help a fel low- 
c r e a t u re  i n  yo u r  l i ve s .  A n d  ye t ,  b e c a u s e  yo u  h ave 
now and  then  g iven  a  t r i f l e  o f  wha t  you  cou ld  no t 
expend  upon your se lve s ,  you  a re  fo r soo th  generous . 
You look a f te r  re tur ns  o f  g ra t i tude,  and,  i f  you meet 
with no sui table  acknowledgment ,  you are  f i l led with 
resentment, and discontinue your kindness.  O cal l ,  this
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mor n ing—ca l l  t o  remembr ance  Him  who,  when  He 
was  r i ch ,  fo r  our  s ake s  became poor ;  who l a id  a s ide 
the sovere ign,  and took upon Him the for m of  a  ser- 
van t ;  who  fo r  th ree  and  th i r t y  ye a r s  “wa s  a  man  o f 
s o r row s  a n d  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  g r i e f  a n d  d i e d  t h a t 
you might  l ive.  Yiew Him in  the  manger,  v iew Him 
in the garden, view Him on the cross—

“See from his head, his hands, his feet,  
	 Sorrow and love flow mingled down;  
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,  
	 Or thorns compose so r ich a crown?”

—And  s u re l y  eve r y  f e e l i n g  o f  t h e  h e a r t  mu s t  c on - 
strain you to exclaim—

“To Thee, to Thee, Almighty Love,  
	 Oar souls, ourselves, our all, we pay;  
Millions of tongues shall sound thy praise,  
	 On the bright hills of heavenly day.”

We have now, in the
I V t h  p l a c e .  To  pa r t i c u l a r i z e  w h at  h a s  b e e n 

g e ne ral  in  our  re e lect ions ,  and  to  comme nd  to 
eve ry  man ’s  consc i e nce  in  the  s i ght  of  god,  the 
I n st i tut i on  wh i c h  has  a s s e m b l e d  u s  tog eth e r . 
I t  i s  t h e  H o m e  M i s s i o nary  S o c i e ty.  A n d  h e r e  I 
c annot  bu t  remark ,  tha t  the  ve r y  t i t l e  i s  au sp i c iou s , 
and  au sp i c iou s  no t  on ly  in  i t s  re f e rence,  a s  we  sha l l 
pre sent ly  ev ince,  but  even in  i t s  impl ica t ion.  For  the 
word  Home Mi s s ion  na tu r a l l y  l e ad s  u s  to  th ink  o f  a 
F o r e i g n :  a n d  a  S o c i e t y  f o r  s e n d i n g  t h e  G o s p e l 
a b ro a d  h a s  b e e n  n ow  e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  m a ny  ye a r s : 
a nd  none  c an  re j o i c e  i n  i t s  op e r a t i on s  a nd  s u c c e s s 
more than ourselves.*

*	 T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  S o c i e t i e s  n o w  f o r  s e n d i n g  t h e  G o s p e l 
t o  t h e  h e a t h e n :  t h e r e  i s  o n e  i n  a l m o s t  e v e r y  d e n o m i n a t i o n . 
B u t  t h e  p r e a c h e r  a d v e r t s  o n l y  t o  t h e  L o n d o n  M i s s i o n a r y 
Society: not from illiberality, but because the persons he ad-
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But  we reques t  a  pa t ient  and candid  hear ing ,  whi le 
we  m i l d l y,  bu t  f i r m l y  con t end ,  t h a t  a s  t h e  Fo re i gn 
M i s s i o n a r y  S o c i e t y  d o e s  n o t  s u p e r s e d e  t h e  H o m e 
M i s s i o n a r y  S o c i e t y ;  s o  t h e  l a t t e r  d o e s  n o t  i n t e r - 
fe re  wi th  the  for mer.  The one,  there fore,  should  not 
awaken  the  j e a lou sy,  o r  occa s ion  the  d i s t ance  o f  the 
o the r.  We  go  f u r t he r,  and  a re  no t  a f r a i d  t o  a f f i r m , 
tha t  the  one  i s  en t i t l ed  to  the  re spec t  and co-opera- 
t i on  o f  t h e  o t h e r.  I t  h a s  a  t h re e - f o l d  c l a im .  F i r s t , 
the  c l a im o f  a  s i s t e r.  The  one  i s  o f  the  s ame  f ami l y 
w i t h  t h e  o t h e r ;  a nd  e ng a g ed  i n  t h e  s a me  g l o r i o u s 
cause  o f  doing good,  though not  in  the same depar t- 
m e n t .  S e c o n d l y,  T h e  c l a i m  o f  a  c h i l d .  I t  wo u l d 
be  ve r y  e a s y  to  p rove  th a t  t he  one  g rew ou t  o f  t he 
o the r.  And  t he  e f f e c t  wa s  n a tu r a l  and  unavo id ab l e . 
Such a  number  o f  preacher s  and people  could  not  be 
ca l l ed  toge ther,  and  urged  to  th ink  o f  the  danger  o f 
those who were per ishing for lack of knowledge abroad, 
wi thout  be ing  l ed  to  re f l ec t  a l so  upon the  condi t ion 
o f  tho se  in  the  s ame  s t a t e,  a s  t o  e f f e c t ,  nea re r  home. 
They  cou ld  not  bu t  s ay,  “We mus t  f ee l  and  ac t  con- 
s i s t en t ly :  and  not  expose  our se lve s  to  the  re f l ec t ion , 
Phy s i c i an ,  hea l  thy se l f :  wha t  we  have  hea rd  done  in 
C a p e r n a u m ,  d o  a l s o  i n  t hy  ow n  c o u n t r y.” H e n c e 
f rom tho s e  annua l  convoca t i on s ,  m in i s t e r s  re tu r ned 
d e t e r m i n e d  t o  e x p l o r e  t h e  v i l l a g e s  a ro u n d  t h e m . 
H e n c e  n ew  c o u n t y  a s s o c i a t i o n s  we re  f o r m e d ,  a n d 
t h e  o l d  o n e s  a c q u i r e d  a n  a rd o u r  u n k n ow n  b e f o re ; 
and ins tead o f  these  ha l f -year ly  meet ings  be ing made 
day s  o f  smoking  and preach ing ,  they  were  conver ted 
i n to  d ay s  o f  pub l i c  exc i t emen t  and  p r iva t e  i nqu i r y,

d r e s s e d  w e r e  p r i n c i p a l l y  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  i t .  Ye t  w h a t  i s  a d - 
v a n c e d  w i l l  a p p l y  t o  t h e  f r i e n d s  o f  e v e r y  o t h e r  F o r e i g n  M i s - 
sionary Society, and tend to conciliate them to home-efforts.
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in  order  to  evange l i ze  the  re spect ive  d i s t r ic t s .  Hence 
sp r ang  The  Trac t  Soc i e ty ;  hence  The  B ib l e  Soc i e ty, 
wh i ch  f rom  t h e  b e g i nn i n g  wa s  c a l l e d  “B r i t i s h ,” a s 
we l l  a s  “Fo re i gn ; ” h enc e  a ro s e  The  H ib e r n i a n  So - 
c i e t y ;  T h e  I r i s h  E va n g e l i c a l  I n s t i t u t i o n — a n d ,  t o 
ment ion  no  more,  l a s t  o f  a l l ,  The  Home Mi s s iona r y 
Soc ie ty  a l so.  Th i rd ly,  the  c l a im o f  a  f r i end .  For  no t 
only i s  this  society related to the other,  and descended 
f rom  i t ,  bu t  i s  d e s i gned  and  ad ap t ed  t o  a i d  i t  t oo. 
Ever y c onve r t  made by i t s  e f for t s ,  wi l l  become a  lover 
o f  the Mis s ionar y Socie ty—and wi l l  pray for  i t—and, 
i f  ab l e,  cont r ibu te  to  i t s  suppor t .  Ever y  new i n t e r e s t 
r a i sed  by  i t s  e f for t s ,  wi l l  be,  accord ing  to  i t s  ex tent , 
a  m a g a z i n e  o f  r e s o u r c e s .  E ve r y  p r e a c h e r  p ro d u c e d 
by i t s  ef for ts ,  wi l l  become an off ic ia l  advocate,  and be 
empowe red  t o  rende r  i t ,  by  h i s  s e r mon s  a s  we l l  a s 
h i s  l i f e ,  impor t an t  s e r v i c e.  And  i s  even  t h i s  an  im- 
po s s i b l e,  o r  an  improbab l e  re su l t ?  I t  i s  no t  de l i c a t e 
for  a  speaker  to  re fer  to  h imse l f—otherwise,  i t  might 
b e  o b s e r ve d ,  t h a t  yo u r  p re a c h e r  t h i s  m o r n i n g  wa s 
t h e  f r u i t  o f  v i l l a g e  p re a c h i n g ,  a n d  p re a c h i n g  o f  a 
ve r y  h u m b l e  k i n d  t o o.  T h r e e  o t h e r s  a l s o ,  by  t h e 
s ame  mean s ,  we re  c a l l ed  to  l abou r  i n  the  word  and 
d o c t r i n e ,  o u t  o f  t h e  s a m e  o b s c u re  v i c i n i t y. *  Ye a , 
not  a  few of  the most  acceptable  and use fu l  mini s ter s 
o f  the day have been ca l led for th by the ver y k ind of 
exer t ion which your Society patronizes ,  employs ,  and 
e x c i t e s :  a nd  t h e s e  h ave  b e en ,  a nd  w i l l  b e ,  t h e  i n - 
s t r ument s  o f  recommend ing  the  Mi s s iona r y  Soc i e ty, 
and of collecting no inconsiderable sums for its use.

But  your  in s t i tu t ion ,  my bre th ren ,  i s  to  be  v i ewed 
under other aspects.

*	 M r .  To p l a d y  a n d  D r .  W i l l i a m s  a l s o  w e r e  a w a k e n e d  b y 
village preaching, and one of them in a barn.
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I t  i s  e n f o rc e d  by  p a t r i o t i s m .  “ A s  we  h ave  o p p o r - 
tun i ty,  l e t  u s  do  good  un to  a l l  men ,  e spec i a l l y  un to 
them th a t  a re  o f  t he  hou s eho ld  o f  f a i t h .” I t  c anno t 
b e  p l e a d ed ,  t h a t  t h e  ob j e c t s  c on t emp l a t e d  by  you r 
So c i e t y  a re ,  a t  p re s en t ,  o f  t h e  hou s eho l d  o f  f a i t h : 
bu t  the  apo s t l e ’s  l anguage  su f f i c i en t l y  shews  u s  tha t 
the re  i s  no  incompa t ib i l i t y  be tween  publ i c  and  un i - 
ve r s a l  b e n evo l e n c e ,  a n d  p r iva t e  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r  r e - 
g a rd s .  I ndeed  t h e  one  i s  t h e  s a f e s t  a nd  t h e  n e a re s t 
road to the other.  The best ,  the only way in which we 
can promote  the  wel f a re  o f  the  whole,  i s  by  benef i t - 
ing  the  pa r t s ;  f o r  the  agg rega t e  i s  made  up  o f  ind i - 
v i d u a l s .  P a u l ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  wo u l d  n o t  b l a m e  u s  f o r 
f e e l i ng  p e c u l i a r ly ,  when  an  In s t i t u t i on  i nv i t e s  u s  t o 
go  and  b l e s s ,  no t  our  f e l low-crea tu re s  on ly,  bu t  our 
f e l l ow- sub j ec t s ;  no t  s t r ange r s  on ly,  bu t  ne i ghbour s . 
Yea ,  he  h imse l f  f e l t  i n  l i ke  manne r—“Bre th ren ,  my 
he a r t ’s  d e s i re  and  p r aye r  t o  God  f o r  I s r a e l ,  i s ,  t h a t 
t h e y  m i g h t  b e  s a ve d .  I  h ave  g r e a t  h e av i n e s s  a n d 
con t inua l  so r row in  my hea r t :  fo r  I  cou ld  wi sh  tha t 
my se l f  we re  a ccu r s ed  f rom Chr i s t ,  f o r  my  k in smen , 
my  b re th ren  accord ing  to  the  f l e sh .” I  have  no th ing 
to  do a t  pre sent  wi th  the  d i f f i cu l ty  o f  th i s  pa s s age :  I 
a dve r t  on l y  t o  i t s  p a t r i o t i sm ;  a nd  t h i s  r ema in s  t h e 
same upon every principle of interpretation.

A bh o r r e d ,  i n d e e d ,  b e  t h e  p a t r i o t i s m  t h a t  wo u l d 
l ead  u s  to  ju s t i f y  any th ing  ev i l ,  because  done  in  our 
own  coun t r y ;  o r  rende r  u s  b l i nd  to  the  exce l l ence s 
o f  any other  na t ion;  or  make us  envious  o f  the i r  im- 
provement s  and advantage s ;  or  induce  us  to  cons ider 
any  o f  the  human r ace  our  na tu ra l  enemie s ,  becau se 
they l ive  on the  other  s ide  o f  a  mounta in ,  or  a  sea— 
bu t  i t  i s  i n  t h e  o rd e r  o f  mo r a l i t y,  a nd  i n  t h e  ve r y 
p r inc ip l e s  o f  our  na tu re,  to  f ee l  a t t a chment s  a r i s ing
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f rom the p laces  o f  our  b i r th ;  f rom the impres s ions  o f 
our  in f ancy  and  youth ;  f rom the  memor y  o f  a  thou- 
s a n d  p l e a s i n g  a s s o c i a t i o n s ;  f ro m  t h e  p re s e n c e ,  t h e 
a t t en t ion s ,  t he  c l a ims ,  o f  a l l  t he  nea r  and  touch ing 
connexions of life.

And  s u re l y,  n eve r  wa s  t h e re  a  c oun t r y  s o  wo r t hy 
of our regard,  as  this  highly f avoured i s le in which we 
dwe l l .  We have,  indeed ,  much  to  l amen t ,  and  much 
t o  c en su re :  bu t  “ I t  i s  a  good  l a nd  wh i ch  t h e  Lo rd 
our God giveth us.”

“England, with all thy faults, 
I love thee still”—

But  wha t  i s  t he  be s t  ev idence  we  c an  g ive  o f  ou r 
l ove  t o  i t ?  “ H e  i s  wo r t hy,” s a i d  t h e  J ew s  t o  o u r 
Lord,  when speaking in f avour  of  the centur ion,  “He 
i s  wo r t hy  f o r  w h o m  t h o u  s h o u l d s t  d o  t h i s ,  f o r  h e 
l ove t h  ou r  n a t i on ,  a nd  h a t h  bu i l t  u s  a  s yn agogue.” 
“Righ t eou sne s s ,” s ay s  So lomon ,  “exa l t e th  a  n a t i on ; 
bu t  s in  i s  the  rep roach  o f  any  peop l e.” He  i s  the re - 
f o re  t h e  b e s t  f r i e nd  t o  h i s  c oun t r y,  who  p romo t e s 
mo s t  i t s  mor a l  and  re l i g i ou s  improvemen t .  To  such 
e n d e avo u r s  i t  i s  a lway s  e n t i t l e d ,  b u t  t h e  p r e s e n t 
p e r i od  h a s  p e cu l i a r  c l a im s  upon  ou r  p a t r i o t i sm .  I t 
mus t  hre  confe s sed ,  tha t  there  i s  much in f ide l i ty  and 
pro f l i gacy  abounding :  i t  i s  not  to  be  den ied  or  con- 
c e a l ed ,  t h a t  t he re  i s  p reva i l i ng  much  l i c en t i ou sne s s 
of  pol i t ica l  opinion, much disaf fect ion to government, 
much read ine s s ,  i f  no t  r ipene s s ,  fo r  s ed i t ion  and  re- 
be l l i on .  among  the  lower  c l a s s e s .  I s  i t  no t  then  de- 
s i r ab l e  and  nece s s a r y  to  b r ing  them in to  f e l l owsh ip 
w i t h  t h a t  Go spe l ,  wh i ch  w i l l  t e a ch  t h em t o  “deny 
u n g o d l i n e s s  a n d  wo r l d l y  l u s t s  t o  “ f e a r  G o d ,  a n d 
h o n o u r  t h e  k i n g  “ t o  o b ey  m a g i s t r a t e s ,  a n d  t o  b e 
ready to every good work?”
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The  d i s t r e s s  o f  t h e  coun t r y  a l s o  a t  t h i s  s e a s on  i s 
a n o t h e r  p owe r f u l  c a l l  t o  p a t r i o t i c  e xe r t i o n .  M a ny 
are  not  aware  o f  the  su f fe r ings  o f  the  poor,  un le s s  in 
genera l  r umour,  which obta ins  s l ight  credi t ,  and pro- 
duc e s  l i t t l e  imp re s s i on .  Bu t  s ome  o f  u s ,  e s p e c i a l l y 
in the discharge of  such duties  as  this  Society intends, 
h ave  oppo r tun i t i e s  t o  ob s e r ve  t he i r  ex t en t  and  de - 
g re e .  How  d e s t i t u t e  o f  c om fo r t ,  o f  a t t e nd an c e ,  o f 
accommodat ion,  of  conveniences ,  of  needful  suppl ies , 
a re  many  o f  t h e  a g ed  and  t h e  s i c k !  How many  i n - 
f an t i l e  c r i e s  fo r  re l i e f  p i e rce  and  agon i ze  a  f a the r ’s , 
a  m o t h e r ’s  e a r  i n  va i n !  H ow  m a ny  a r e  t h e r e  w h o 
never  touch a  mor se l  o f  meat  o f  the i r  own,  f rom one 
month  to  ano the r ;  ye a ,  who se  home ly  boa rd  i s  f re - 
qu en t l y  s p re a d  w i t h  t h e  mo s t  c om mo n  ve g e t a b l e s , 
unaccompan ied  no t  on ly  w i th  mea t ,  bu t  even  b re ad 
a n d  s a l t !  H o w  m a n y  a r e  t h e r e  w r e t c h e d l y  a p - . 
p a r e l l e d ,  a s  we l l  a s  s t a r v i n g l y  f e d ,  a n d  w h o  by  a 
sense  of  decency,  s t ronger  than the i r  fee l ing of  p ie ty, 
a re  a shamed to  appear  a t  publ i c  wor sh ip !  How many 
a re  there,  who,  when He sendeth  abroad  h i s  i ce  l ike 
mor se l s ,  and  you  exc l a im,  “who can  s t and  be fore  h i s 
co ld ?” encounte r  the  adver s i t y  in  t a t t e red  ga r ment s , 
th rough  pane le s s  windows ,  and  wi th  s c an ty,  c a sua l l y 
co l l e c t e d ,  p i l f e re d  f u e l !  How many  a re  h e a rd  b eg - 
g i ng—fo r  wha t ?—Labou r,  t o i l ,  d r udge r y !  My  God ! 
wha t  a  s t a t e  o f  s o c i e t y  i s  t h a t  i n  wh i ch ,  wha t  wa s 
o r i g in a l l y  p ronounced  a s  a  cu r s e—“In  the  swea t  o f 
thy brow thou sha l t  ea t  bread,  t i l l  thou re tur n to the 
d u s t  i s  p r i z e d  a n d  i m p l o r e d  a s  a  b o o n — a n d  i m - 
p lo red  too  in  va in !  O my count r ymen,  i f  your  com- 
p la in t s  reach not  the  ear s  o f  the  g rea t ,  they sha l l ,  by 
our  p r aye r s  fo r  you ,  en te r  in to  the  ea r s  o f  the  Lord 
God  o f  S abao th .  We  s ympa th i z e  w i th  you ,  and  w i l l
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do whatever f a l l s  within,  our power for your temporal 
re l i e f :  bu t  t h e  more  de sp a i r  we  f e e l  w i th  reg a rd  t o 
you r  s e cu l a r  comfo r t ,  t he  more  w i l l  we  be  m ind fu l 
o f  you r  h i gh e r  we l f a r e ;  t h e  mo re  w i l l  we  b e  c on - 
cer ned to  br ing  the  k ingdom of  God n igh unto  you; 
the  more ear nes t ly  wi l l  we has ten to  open to you,  in 
your  penur y  and wretchednes s ,  the  t rea sure s  o f  e te r- 
n i ty,  and the  comfor t s  o f  the  Holy  Ghos t :  and what- 
ever  be  denied you,  aga in  sha l l  i t  be  sa id ,  “The poor 
have the Gospel preached unto them.”

Fa c i l i t y  i s  a no th e r  a r gumen t  we  b r i n g  f o rwa rd  i n 
f avo u r  o f  t h i s  s o c i e t y.  We  a re  f a r  f ro m  i n t i m a t i n g 
that  we are  to dec l ine a  duty to which we are  ca l led , 
becau se  i t  i s  a t t ended  wi th  d i f f i cu l t y :  bu t  who doe s 
not  acknowledge that  we must  be pecul iar ly  culpable, 
when,  in a  matter  of  impor tance,  we omit  to do what 
i s  e a s y  i n  a c h i eve m e n t ,  a n d  r e f u s e  t o  g a t h e r  w h a t 
d epend s  w i t h i n  ou r  re a ch ?  I f  we  a re  unde r  ob l i g a - 
t ion to accomplish a l l  the good in our power, our rule 
o f  a c t ion ,  i f  no t  ou r  mot ive,  mus t  o f t en  be  de r ived 
f rom the  pre fe r ablene s s  o f  means ,  the  f avourablene s s 
o f  oppo r t un i t y,  t h e  p ro s p e c t  o f  r e s ou rc e s ,  a nd  t h e 
probability of success.

I t  would  be  s t r ange  i f  an  a r my were  to  go forward , 
l e av i ng  s t rong  ho l d s  and  enc ampmen t s  b eh ind ,  en - 
danger ing  i t s  communica t ions  and  supp l i e s ,  in  o rder 
to  beg in  a t  the  g rea te s t  d i s t ance,  and f ight  the i r  way 
h o m e .  I f  yo u  h a d  t o  p r e p a r e  a  p a s s a g e  t h ro u g h  a 
wood,  you would hard ly  th ink o f  commencing a t  the 
remotes t  s ide,  so  a s  to  reach the  spot  o f  ac t ion,  con- 
t inua l ly,  by taking a  la rge c i rcui t ,  or  pres s ing through 
t h e  bu s h e s  a n d  t h e  b r a m b l e s :  yo u  wo u l d  b e  awa re 
o f  t h e  a d va n t a g e  o f  b e g i n n i n g  n e a r ,  w h e re  a c c e s s 
wou ld  be  e a s y,  and  a l l  t h e  p rog re s s  made  wou ld  be
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a  p rep a r a t i on  f o r  mo re.  “Do th  h e  s p e ak  p a r a b l e s ? ” 
Ch r i s t i a n s  embod i ed  a re  t h e  Lo rd ’s  ho s t .  They  a re 
a l s o  h i s  p i o n e e r s ,  t o  “ m a ke  s t r a i t  i n  t h e  d e s e r t  a 
h i ghway  fo r  ou r  God .” Le t  u s  t u r n  f rom ana logy  to 
f a c t .  W h a t  wa s  t h e  o rd e r  o u r  S av i o u r  g ave  t o  t h e 
t we l ve ?  “ G o  ye  i n t o  a l l  t h e  wo r l d ,  p r e a c h i n g  r e - 
pen t ance  and  remi s s ion  o f  s in s ,  i n  my  name,  among 
a l l  n a t i o n s ,  b e g i n n i n g  a t  J e r u s a l e m .” H e r e  we  h ave 
both a  fore ign and a  home mis s ion ;  and they a re  not 
cons idered incons i s tent  wi th each other :  but ,  what  i s 
s t i l l  more to our pur pose—the one fo l lows the other ; 
a nd  t h e  d i s t a n t  i s  no t  t o  wo rk  t owa rd s  t h e  n e a re r, 
bu t  t h e  n e a re r  i s  t o  e x t e n d  i n t o  t h e  d i s t a n t .  T h i s 
o rde r  the  apo s t l e s  ob se r ved .  They  “ t e s t i f i ed  b o t h  t o 
J ew s  a n d  G re e k s ,” bu t  t o  t h e  J ew s  a lway s  “ f i r s t .” 
The re  a re  many  wo r t hy  p ro j e c t s  on  f oo t—and  may 
G o d  s u c c e e d  t h e m !  w h i c h  mu s t  r e q u i r e  mu c h  t i m e 
and  va s t  e xpen s e .  Bu t  you r  i n s t r umen t s  a re  compa - 
r a t i ve l y  c h e a p.  Yo u r  o b j e c t  c o n s u m e s  n o t  m o n t h s 
t o  app ro a ch  i t .  The  f i e l d s  wh i t e  un to  you r  h a r ve s t 
a re  w i th in  a  d ay ’s  j ou r ney,  o r  an  hou r ’s  wa l k ;  t h ey 
wave  the i r  r i pene s s  j u s t  beyond  your  g a rden  hedge, 
and are  fu l l  in  v iew f rom the window of  your  c lose t , 
where,  a s  you  gaze,  a  Be ing  c r i e s ,  “Workwhi l e  i t  i s 
day, the night cometh wherein no man can work.”

Much  may  b e  a l s o  u r g ed  on  t h e  g round  o f  n e c e s - 
s i t y .  Of  th i s ,  many o f  you ,  my London f r i ends ,  sha l l 
I  s ay,  a re  h app i l y  i ncompe ten t  to  j udge.  You  re s i de 
in a ci ty where you are fed to the ful l ,  and have never 
b e en  f am i l i a r  w i t h  t ho s e  p l a c e s  i n  wh i ch  many  a re 
d y i n g  o f  s p i r i t u a l  wa n t .  I  w i s h  yo u  c o u l d  a t t e n d 
some  o f  ou r  publ i c  mee t ing s  in  the  coun t r y.  I  w i sh 
you  cou ld  hea r  the  repor t s  o f  our  ho ly  in fo r mer s .  I 
wish you could witnes s  the appl ica t ions  for  a s s i s tance



284	 anxiety directed�

284

which we are compel led to re fuse,  for  want of  means . 
I  w i sh  you  cou ld  t ake  a  f ew r ide s  wi th  some o f  our 
min i s te r s  in to  the  remoter  par t s  o f  our  d i s t r i c t s ,  and 
s e e  t h e  s t a t e  o f  ou r  v i l l a g e s ;  t h e  n eg l e c t  o f  pub l i c 
wo r sh i p ;  t h e  p ro f an a t i on  o f  t h e  S abb a th ;  t h e  c a re - 
le s snes s ,  s tupidi ty,  ignorance,  heatheni sm, of  the cot- 
t a g e r s ;  t h e  n e g l e c t  a n d  b a r b a r i s m ,  i n  w h i c h  t h e 
ch i ld ren  a re  r i s ing  up,  to  be  the  bane  and  the  cur se 
of society.

“Bu t  i s  t h e re ,” i t  w i l l  b e  s a i d ,  “ i s  t h e re  no t  p ro - 
v i s i o n  m a d e  t o  r e m e d y  t h i s  ev i l ? ” “ A re  t h e r e  n o t 
B i b l e s  i n  a b u n d a n c e ? ” T h e r e  a r e .  B u t  m a n y  a r e 
unable  to  pe r u se  them—and mus t  be  t aught  to  read , 
o r  t h e  book  i s  s e a l e d .  Many  a re  c a re l e s s  a bou t  t h e 
Scr ip ture,  because  they  a re  not  in  a  s t a te  to  fee l  the 
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  i t s  g r a n d  s u b j e c t — Je s u s  C h r i s t  a n d 
him cruci f ied—and must  be awakened and convinced, 
in  order  to  br ing  them to  the  prophet s  and  apos t l e s , 
asking, “What must I do to be saved?”

“ B u t  t h e r e  i s  t h e  e x c e l l e n t  L i t u r g y  eve r y  w h e re 
re ad ?” I t  i s  e x c e l l en t .  Bu t  c an  any  advoc a t e  f o r  i t , 
however  par t i a l  he  may be,  deny tha t  there  a re  thou- 
s and s  to  he  found ,  who,  though  cont inua l l y  hea r ing 
i t ,  a re  no t  on l y  dep lo r ab l y  p ro f l i g a t e ,  bu t  i gno r an t 
t oo ?  I t  i s  no t  by  t h e  con s t an t  re p e t i t i on  o f  even  a 
f o r m  o f  s o u n d  wo rd s ,  bu t  by  “ t h e  f o o l i s h n e s s  o f 
preaching, that God saves them that believe ”

“ T h e  c l e r g y,  w h e r e  a r e  t h e y ? ” H a d  t h i s  q u e s - 
t ion been asked in the days  of  I sa iah,  the reply would 
h ave  b e e n :  “ H i s  wa t c h m e n  a r e  b l i n d ,  t h ey  a r e  a l l 
dumb dogs ,  they  cannot  ba rk :  s l eep ing ,  l y ing  down, 
lov ing  to  s lumber.  Yea ,  they  a re  g reedy  dogs ,  which 
c an  neve r  have  enough ;  and  they  a re  shephe rd s  tha t 
c anno t  unde r s t and :  t hey  a l l  l ook  to  the i r  own  way,
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eve r y  o n e  f o r  h i s  g a i n ,  f ro m  h i s  q u a r t e r .” We  a r e 
t h a n k f u l  t h a t  t h i s  i s  n o t  g e n e r a l l y  o u r  c a s e .  Ye t 
too  many  who  a re  p a id  by  the  s t a t e,  a re  c a re l e s s  o f 
the i r  cha rge :  wh i l e  o the r s ,  more  wi l l ing ly  d i spo sed , 
a r e  f e t t e r e d  by  f o r m s ,  a n d  a r e  o b l i g e d  t o  r e s t r a i n 
the  zea l ,  which would draw on them the  reproach o f 
innovation.

“ B u t  i s  n o t  t h e  m e e t i n g  f r e e ? ” Ye s :  a n d  we  m ay 
“ c a l l  eve r y  man  h i s  n e i ghbou r,  unde r  h i s  v i n e  and 
u n d e r  h i s  f i g  t r e e :  a n d  n o n e  c a n  m a ke  u s  a f r a i d .” 
Bu t  t h e re  a re  i nwa rd  re s t r a i n t s  whe re  t h e re  a re  no 
e x t e r n a l  p r eve n t i o n s .  W h a t  c a n  b e  e x p e c t e d  f ro m 
tho s e  who  have  den i ed  the  Lo rd  th a t  bough t  them, 
and  h ave  renounced  i n  Chr i s t i an i t y  a l l  t h a t  i s  v i t a l 
a n d  a n i m a t i n g ?  T h e r e  a r e  n o t  o n l y  i m p e d i m e n t s 
a r i s ing  f rom e r ro r,  bu t  a l so  f rom indo lence,  and  in- 
d i f f e rence,  and  p r i de,  even  whe re  the  t r u th  a s  i t  i s 
i n  J e s u s  i s  p ro f e s s e d .  S o m e ,  I  a m  a f r a i d ,  e ve n  o f 
our  own min i s t e r s ,  f ind  i t  more  g ra te fu l  to  v i s i t  the 
r i c h  t h a n  t o  p r e a c h  t o  t h e  n e e d y.  S o m e  t h i n k  i t 
benea th  them,  or  a t  l ea s t  not  so  reputable,  to  preach 
in  the  ba r n ,  o r  in  the  co t t age.  Some pre fe r  the  e l e - 
gance of  the s tudy to the rudeness  of  the v i l l age ;  and 
a r e  p o l i s h i n g  t h e i r  p e r i o d s  w h e n  t h ey  s h o u l d  b e 
going after that which is lost, until they find it.

“ B u t  o f  l a t e  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  g r e a t  i n c r e a s e  o f 
evange l i c a l  a nd  z e a l ou s  d i s s en t e r i sm ;  and  t h e  e s t a - 
bl i shment  number s  a  g rowing  acce s s ion  o f  p ious  and 
d e vo t e d  m i n i s t e r s ;  a n d  t h e  M e t h o d i s t s  h ave  a l s o 
s p r e a d  f a r  a n d  w i d e .” A d m i t t e d .  Ye t ,  c o u l d  yo u 
compare  a l l  th i s  va r i ed  sy s t em o f  agenc ie s ,  w i th  the 
w idene s s  and  work  o f  t he  f i e l d ,  you  wou ld  ye t  s ay, 
“ T h e  h a r ve s t  t r u l y  i s  g r e a t ,  a n d  t h e  l a b o u re r s  a r e
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f ew.  P r ay  ye  the re fo re  the  Lord  o f  the  ha r ve s t ,  t h a t 
He would send forth labourers into the harvest.”

T h i s  s t a t e  o f  t h i n g s ,  s o  e a r n e s t l y  d e m a n d i n g  i n - 
c re a s ed  exe r t i on ,  h ad ,  f o r  s eve r a l  ye a r s  b a ck ,  much 
impressed the minds of  our minis ter s ,  and as sociat ions 
in  the  count r y :  and  wi thout  the  l e a s t  coo l ing  o f  re- 
g a rd  fo r  fo re i gn  s e r v i ce,  they  were  anx iou s  in  the i r 
inqu i r i e s  wha t  more  cou ld  be  done  a t  home.  Some- 
th ing  had  been  e f f ec t ed  fo r  th i s  pur po se  in  the  c i t y 
o f  my  r e s i d e n c e .  T h e  u n i t e d  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  t h e r e 
f o r med  an  e s t a b l i s hmen t ,  c a l l e d  “The  Ba th  B r i t i s h 
and Fore ign Mis s ionar y  Socie ty ;” d iv id ing i t s  income 
into three  equa l  par t s :  one be ing appropr ia ted to  the 
hea then ;  one  to  I re l and ;  and  one  to  our  own ne igh- 
bourhood .  The  r i s i ng  up  o f  your  soc i e ty,  the re fo re, 
cou ld  no t  bu t  be  deemed  s e a sonab l e,  and  ha i l ed  by 
thousands as desirable.

And  I  need  no t  s ay  tha t  you  have  me t  w i th  e n c ou - 
r a g e m e n t .  Yo u r  b e g i n n i n g  i n d e e d  wa s  s m a l l ,  c o m - 
pa red  w i th  the  w i she s  and  hope s  o f  i t s  f r i end s ;  bu t 
i t  wa s  no t  s o  sma l l  a s  t h e  b e g i nn i ng  o f  The  B i b l e 
S o c i e t y,  o r  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  P ro t e s t a n t i s m ,  o r  o f 
Ch r i s t i a n i t y  i t s e l f .  And  t h e  mu s t a rd  s e ed  s h a l l  b e - 
come  a  mus t a rd  t ree,  and  the  b i rd s  o f  the  a i r  l odge 
in the branches of it.

A s  ye t  yo u  h ave  n o t  m a ny  g r e a t  n a m e s  i n  yo u r 
l i s t s :  bu t  I  s ee  one  name among you,  which  o f  i t s e l f 
i s  e nough  t o  con f e r  d i gn i t y,  a nd  en su re  s u c c e s s—a 
name above ever y name—the Lord of  L i fe  and Glor y, 
w h o  c r i e s ,  “ S o  w i l l  I  s ave  yo u ,  a n d  ye  s h a l l  b e  a 
blessing; fear not, but let your hands be strong.”

T h e  I n s t i t u t i o n  i s  bu t  a  ye a r  o l d ;  a n d  ye t  i t  h a s 
s en t  f o r th ,  and  i s  s uppor t ing ,  no  l e s s  t h an  t en  mi s - 
sionaries.
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Yo u  a re  c o n t i nu a l l y  r e c e iv i n g  e x p re s s i o n s  o f  a p - 
proba t ion ,  and promise s  o f  co-opera t ion f rom mini s - 
ters, and churches, and combinations of both.

Yo u r  f u n d s  n e e d  r e p l e n i s h i n g  a n d  e n l a r g e m e n t . 
But  the  suppl ie s  you have rece ived have been encou- 
r ag ing ;  and  they  a re  inc rea s ing .  And I  am per suaded 
you wi l l  obta in  no incons iderable  a s s i s t ance f rom the 
col lection which is  going to be made in f avour of your 
ob jec t ,  a t  the  door s  o f  th i s  s anc tuar y.  For  more  than 
t h i r t y - two  ye a r s  I  h ave  b e en  a c cu s t omed  t o  a ppe a l 
to  the l ibera l i ty  of  London cong regat ions ,  and I  have 
a lway s  h a d  r e a s o n  t o  a p p rove  a n d  a p p l a u d .  A n d  I 
am sure  you wi l l  not  d i s sent  f rom your  own example 
th i s  mor n ing .  I  neve r  re commended  an  ob j e c t  w i th 
mo re  c o rd i a l i t y.  I n  no  c a s e  c ou l d  you  g ive  w i t h  a 
g re a t e r  l i ke l i hood  o f  u s e fu lne s s ;  and  cha r i t y  t o  t he 
s ou l ,  i s  t h e  s ou l  o f  c h a r i t y.  The  good  you  may  b e 
t h e  mean s  o f  a c comp l i s h i ng ,  you  may  neve r  b e  i n - 
f o r m e d  o f  h e r e :  bu t  yo u  w i l l  m a ke  t o  yo u r s e l ve s 
f r iends  of  the mammon of  unr ighteousness :  and when 
ye  f a i l ,  they  wi l l  rece ive  you in to  ever l a s t ing  hab i t a- 
t i on s ;  and  you  w i l l  h e a r  t hem fo r  eve r  ado r ing  the 
God of  a l l  g race,  who led you to pi ty  them, when no 
man cared for their souls.

Compla in  not  o f  the  number  o f  the se  app l i ca t ions . 
I t  f o re t e l l s ,  i t  imp l i e s  good .  Wou ld  you  w i sh  t he re 
was  no cause  fo r  such  ca l l s ?  Would  you wi sh  fo r  the 
same s ta te  of  re l ig ious  dul lnes s  and death,  which pre- 
va i l e d  i n  t h i s  coun t r y  n i n e t y  ye a r s  a go,  and  wh i ch 
would,  indeed,  e f fectual ly preclude you from al l  these 
s p i r i t u a l  ve x a t i o n s ?  H ave  yo u  n o t  f o r  ye a r s  b e e n 
p r ay i n g  t h a t  h i s  k i n g d o m  m ay  c o m e,  a n d  t h a t  h i s 
wo rd  m ay  h ave  f r e e  c o u r s e  a n d  b e  g l o r i f i e d ?  A n d 
a re  you  d i sp l e a s ed  wi th  God fo r  hea rken ing  to  your
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pe t i t ion s ?  Or  d id  you  imag ine  He  wou ld  fu l f i l  your 
re que s t s  by  m i r a c l e s  i n s t e a d  o f  me an s ?  Or  d i d  you 
indent  wi th Him, tha t  He should car r y  on the cause, 
but that you should be excused from the work?

You  s ay  “The  t ime s  a re  t r y ing ,  and  we  mus t  e co- 
n o m i z e .” We  h a r e  n o  o b j e c t i o n  t o  e c o n o my — we 
wi sh  many  had  in t roduced  i t  l ong  ago—you  c anno t 
economize  too  much ,  i f  you  r un  no t  in to  meanne s s 
and  n i gg a rd l i n e s s .  Bu t  we  hope  you  w i l l  no t  b e g i n , 
a t  l e a s t ,  w i th  the  pa r t  o f  your  sub s t ance,  which  you 
h ave  c o n s e c r a t e d  t o  b e n e f i c e n c e .  I  h o p e  yo u  w i l l 
see,  what  can be re t renched in  a t tendance,  and table, 
and fur ni ture,  and dres s ,  be fore you think of  re fus ing 
the appl icat ions  of  those who come to you in the be- 
ha l f  o f  per i sh ing soul s ,  and in  the  name of  Him who 
loved us and gave himself for us.

N o n e  o f  u s  l i v e t h  t o  h i m s e l f ,  a n d  n o  o n e 
d i eth  to  h i m se l f ;  but  wh eth e r  we  l ive ,  we  l ive 
unto  the  Lord,  or  whethe r  we  di e ,  we  di e  unto 
th e  L ord :  wh eth e r ,  th e r e f ore ,  we  l i v e  or  d i e , 
ave are the Lord’s.
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PRAYER  
FOR  

THE SUCCESS OF THE GOSPEL.
“And let the whole earth be filled with his glory; Amen, and 
Amen. The prayers of David the son of Jesse are ended.” 
—Psalm lxxii. 19, 20.

In reviewing the Scr iptures at  large,  and the Book of 
Psa lms in par t icular,  we see good men exempl i fy ing 

d i f f e r e n t  v i ew s  a n d  d i s p o s i t i o n s ,  a c c o rd i n g  t o  t h e 
va r iou s  ob jec t s  wh ich  exc i t ed  and  engaged  the i r  a t - 
tention.

I t  i s  a  h appy  f r ame  o f  m ind  wh i ch  conve r t s  eve r y 
eve n t  a n d  eve r y  c o n t e m p l a t i o n  i n t o  p r aye r — S u c h 
was  the  happy  f r ame o f  Dav id ’s  mind  when he  com- 
po s ed  t h i s  P s a lm .  Su r vey i ng  t h e  g r andeu r  o f  So l o - 
mon’s  re ign ,  he  pe rce ive s  “a  g rea te r  than  So lomon,” 
and  by  a  b e au t i f u l  t r an s i t i on  p a s s e s  t o  t he  re i gn  o f 
“Mes s i ah  the  P r ince,  whose  k ingdom i s  an  eve r l a s t - 
ing kingdom, and whose dominion endureth f rom ge- 
ne r a t ion  to  genera t ion .” A f t e r  a  s t r ik ing  rep re sen t a - 
t ion of  the proper t ie s  and advantages  o f  the Saviour ’s 
g ove r nmen t ,  h e  b re a k s  f o r t h  i n  t h e s e  s u b l i me  a n d 
a n i m a t e d  s t r a i n s :  “ B l e s s e d  b e  t h e  L o rd  G o d ,  t h e 
G o d  o f  I s r a e l ,  w h o  o n l y  d o e t h  wo n d e ro u s  t h i n g s . 
And  b l e s s ed  be  h i s  g l o r i ou s  n ame  f o r  eve r :  and  l e t 
the  whole  ea r th  be  f i l l ed  wi th  h i s  g lo r y ;  Amen,  and 
A m e n .  T h e  p r aye r s  o f  D av i d  t h e  s o n  o f  J e s s e  a r e 
ended.”
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Beho l d  t h e  g r and  de s i re  wh i ch  a c t u a t ed  t h i s  man 
o f  G o d .  H e  p r ay s  t h a t  “ t h e  w h o l e  e a r t h  m ay  b e 
f i l l e d  w i t h  h i s  g l o r y.” A t  p re s en t  t h e  e a r t h  i s  vo i d 
o f  t h i s  g l o r y.  To  a  g r a c i ou s  m ind  no t h i n g  i s  mo re 
pa in fu l  than to  re f l ec t  upon the  mi l l ions  o f  mankind 
s t i l l  “ l y i n g  i n  w i c ke d n e s s ,” “ h av i n g  n o  h o p e ,  a n d 
without God in the world.”

W h o  t h e n  d o e s  n o t  u n i t e  i n  t h i s  r e q u e s t ?  W h o 
doe s  no t  p r ay  t h a t  “ t h e  g l o r y  o f  t h e  L o rd  may  b e 
reve a l ed ,” and  “ th a t  a l l  f l e s h  may  s e e  i t  t og e the r ? ” 
D av i d  n o t  o n l y  p r ay s ,  bu t  p r ay s  w i t h  f e r ve n c y : — 
and  to  d r aw your  a t t en t ion  to  a  po in t  w i th  which  I 
would  an imate  th i s  va s t  a s sembly—see  how much h i s 
hea r t  was  se t  upon th i s  ob jec t .  For  hav ing  expre s sed 
h i s  d e s i r e ,  h e  e x c l a i m s ,  “ A m e n ,  a n d  A m e n ,” — S o 
b e  i t ,  s o  b e  i t .  A g a i n  a n d  a g a i n  I  s ay  i t ,  a n d  l e t 
o t h e r s  s ay  i t  t o o — L e t  m e n ,  l e t  a n g e l s  r e p e a t  i t — 
Succe s s  to  my p raye r s ,  and  succe s s  to  the  p r aye r s  o f 
a l l  w h o  b r e a t h e  t h e  s a m e  w i s h e s . — W i t h  t h i s  h e 
wo u l d  “ f i n i s h  h i s  c o u r s e .” “ T h e  p r aye r s  o f  D av i d 
the  son  o f  Je s s e  a re  ended .” Was  th i s  t he  l a s t  P s a lm 
he ever  composed?  Did he wr i te  i t  on hi s  dying bed? 
The l a s t  words  o f  dy ing  men,  e spec i a l l y  i f  they  have 
b e e n  m e n  o f  i l l u s t r i o u s  c h a r a c t e r ,  h ave  p e c u l i a r 
we igh t  in  them.  Le t ,  s ay s  Dav id ,  re s ign ing  h i s  sp i r i t 
i n to  the  hand  o f  God ,  l e t  bu t  the  k ingdom o f  Je su s 
C h r i s t  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  a n d  a l l  t h e  n a t i o n s  a n d  t h e 
f am i l i e s  o f  t h e  e a r t h  be  b l e s s ed  i n  h im ,  and  I  h ave 
enough :  I  d e s i r e  no  mo re ;—“and  now  l e t t e s t  t hou 
thy  s e r van t  depa r t  i n  peace  a cco rd ing  to  thy  word .” 
“Even so, come Lord Jesus, come quickly.”

Wa s  t h i s  f e r vo r  t oo  g re a t ?  My  B re t h ren ,  h e re  a l l 
t h e  e x c e l l e n c e s  o f  p r aye r  a r e  c o m b i n e d .  H e re  d e - 
vo t ion  i s  wrough t  up  to  i t s  h i ghe s t  pe r f ec t ion .  And
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a t  once  to  j u s t i f y  Dav id ’s  z e a l ,  and  exc i t e  you r  ad - 
mira t ion o f  i t—to lead  you to  adopt  th i s  p rayer,  and 
to  adop t  i t  w i th  the  g lowing  emot ion s  o f  “ the  man 
after God’s own heart,” let us examine five things:

I .  W h a t  c a n  b e  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  a n d  i n t e r e s t i n g 
t h a n  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  o f  t h i s  p r a y e r ?  I t  i s  t h e 
d i f fu s ion  o f  the  d iv ine  g lo r y.  The  word  g lo r y,  when 
appl ied to God,  denotes  that  mani fe s ta t ion of  h imse l f 
by  which h i s  r a t iona l  c rea ture s  a re  capable  o f  know- 
i n g  h i m ,  f o r  i n  h i m s e l f  h e  i s  i n c o m p r e h e n s i b l e , 
“dwe l l i ng  i n  t h e  l i gh t  wh i ch  no  man  c an  app ro a ch 
u n t o,  w h o m  n o  m a n  h a t h  s e e n  o r  c a n  s e e .” T h i s 
manifestation appears in var ious degrees.

H i s  g l o r y  s h i n e s  i n  t h e  wo rk s  o f  n a t u re ,  a nd  b e - 
ho l d  a  un ive r s e  s t a r t i n g  i n t o  ex i s t en c e  t o  t e a ch  u s 
“ h i s  e t e r n a l  p owe r  a n d  G o d h e a d .” D av i d  wa s  n o 
una f f ec ted  spec t a to r  o f  the  wonder s  o f  c rea t ion .  “O 
Lord ,  our  Lord ,  how exce l lent  i s  thy  name in  a l l  the 
e a r th !  I  con s i de r  t he  he aven s ,  t he  work  o f  t hy  f i n - 
gers, the moon and the star s which thou hast ordained.” 
“The heavens  dec l a re  the  g lo r y  o f  God,  and  the  f i r - 
m a m e n t  s h e we t h  h i s  h a n d y  wo r k .  D ay  u n t o  d a y 
ut tere th speech,  and night  unto night  sheweth know- 
l edge.  The re  i s  no  speech  nor  l anguage  where  the i r 
vo i c e  i s  no t  h e a rd .  The i r  l i n e  i s  gone  ou t  t h rough 
a l l  t h e  e a r t h ,  a n d  t h e i r  wo rd s  t o  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e 
world.”

A  wa t c h f u l  e ye  w i l l  p e r c e i ve  t h e  g l o r y  o f  G o d 
sh in ing  th rough  the  d i spen s a t ion s  o f  h i s  P rov idence 
— i n  p re s e r v i n g  t h e  wo r l d  w h i c h  h e  h a s  m a d e — i n 
supp ly ing  the  want s  o f  h i s  c rea ture s—in ma in ta in ing 
the  v i c i s s i t ude s  o f  the  s e a son s—in  e s t ab l i sh ing  such 
regulat ions in society as ,  notwithstanding the violence
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o f  men’s  pa s s ions ,  and  oppos i t ions  o f  the i r  in te re s t s , 
enab l e  u s  to  l ive  upon  e a r th  in  to l e r ab l e  pe ace  and 
s a fe ty,  en joy ing  a  thousand comfor t s—in admin i s te r- 
i n g  e n c o u r a g e m e n t s ,  s u p p o r t s ,  a n d  r ewa rd s  t o  t h e 
r ighteous—in re s t r a in ing ,  d i s appoint ing ,  and puni sh- 
i ng  t h e  w i cked ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when  t hey  be come  d an- 
g e ro u s  t o  c o m mu n i t y — i n  t h e  c o n n e x i o n  w h i c h  i s 
f ound  t o  e x i s t  b e tween  mo r a l  a nd  n a t u r a l  ev i l— in 
t h e  p l e a s u r e  w h i c h  a lway s  a t t e n d s  t h e  e xe r c i s e  o f 
v i r t u e,  and  t he  p a in  wh i ch  a lway s  a c compan i e s  t h e 
p r a c t i c e  o f  v i c e .  I nde ed ,  i n  t h e  mo r a l  gove r nmen t 
o f  m a n k i n d ,  b e s i d e s  t h e  g e n e r a l  e v i d e n c e s  o f  h i s 
wisdom, power,  and goodness ,  we behold some t races 
of  hi s  r ighteous character,  a s  the “Judge of  the whole 
earth.”

“He  h a s  magn i f i e d  h i s  wo rd  a bove  a l l  h i s  n ame,” 
a nd  h e  p e cu l i a r l y  d i s c ove r s  h im s e l f  i n  t h e  Go sp e l , 
which we emphatica l ly,  and by way of dis t inct ion, ca l l 
Reve l a t ion .  A l l  o the r  d i sp l ay s  o f  God  a re  de f ec t ive. 
They are comparat ively par t ia l ,  uninf luent ia l ,  uninte l- 
l i g i b l e ,  a b s t r a c t e d  f ro m  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s .  T h ey  a r e 
par t i a l—they ho ld  for th  the  Div ine  per fec t ions  sepa- 
r a t e l y ;  t hey  t e a ch  u s  no th ing  o f  the i r  h a r mony,  ex- 
t e n t ,  a nd  l im i t a t i on s—so  t h a t ,  a dm i t t i n g  we  cou l d 
p rove  tha t  God  wa s  ju s t  and  merc i fu l ,  we  cou ld  no t 
de te r mine  where  the  exe rc i s e  o f  ju s t i ce  wou ld  s top, 
and  the  opera t ion  o f  mercy  wou ld  beg in .—They  a re 
u n i n f l u e n t i a l .  T h a t  t h ey  we re  n eve r  t h e  m e a n s  o f 
b r i n g i n g  m e n  t o  r e p e n t a n c e  a n d  h o l i n e s s ,  a p p e a r s 
f r o m  a n  o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  h e a t h e n  wo r l d .  E ve n 
t h e i r  w i s e  m e n ,  “ w h e n  t h ey  k n ew  G o d ,  g l o r i f i e d 
h im no t  a s  God ,  ne i the r  were  thank fu l ;  bu t  became 
vain in their  imag inat ions ,  and their  fool i sh hear t  was 
d a r kened .  P ro f e s s i ng  t h emse l ve s  w i s e ,  t h ey  b e c ame
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foo l s ,  and  changed  the  t r u th  o f  God  in to  a  l i e,  and 
wo r s h i pped  and  s e r ved  t h e  c re a t u re  mo re  t h an  t h e 
C r e a t o r ,  w h o  i s  b l e s s e d  f o r  e ve r .” A n d  w h a t  a r e 
o u r  m o d e r n  p h i l o s o p h e r s ,  w h o  h ave  r e j e c t e d  t h e 
Chr is t ian system to adore the idol of reason, and wor- 
sh ip  the  goddes s  o f  na ture?—They a re  uninte l l ig ible. 
Crea t ion  i s  a  book ,  and  i t s  va r iou s  work s  cons t i tu te 
the alphabet;  but what connects the letter s and teaches 
u s  t o  re ad ?  Wi thou t  t h e  B ib l e ,  i t  i s  u t t e r l y  impo s - 
s ib le  to  g ive  a  probable  account  o f  the  or ig in  o f  the 
wo r l d ,  o r  t h e  a ppe a r an c e s  o f  n a t u re ,  o f  t h e  even t s 
tha t  have  a l re ady  t aken  p l ace,  o r  o f  tho se  which  a re 
eve r y  d ay  p re s en t i ng  t h emse l ve s  t o  ou r  v i ew.  “Bu t 
when,” to  use  the  l anguage o f  an author  whose  name 
I  s hou ld  men t i on  we re  I  no t  f o rb i dden  by  h i s  p re - 
s e n c e ,  “ when  re a s on  k i nd l e s  h e r  f e e b l e  l a mp  w i t h 
f i re  f rom God’s  a l ta r,  and suppl ie s  i t  cont inua l ly  with 
f re sh  o i l  f rom the  s a c red  s t o re s ,  wha t  wa s  d a rk  be - 
c ome s  c l e a r ,  wha t  wa s  p e r p l e xed  b e come s  r e gu l a r , 
and  the  d im and  s c a t t e red  f r agment s  become l eg ib l e 
a n d  i n t e l l i g i b l e .” A n d  t h o u g h  we  m a y  i n  s o m e 
mea su re  d i s ce r n  wha t  God  i s ,  by  ob se r v ing  wha t  he 
does ,  h i s  g lor y i s  obscured by number le s s  d i f f icu l t ie s ; 
“ r i gh t eou sn e s s  a nd  j udgmen t  a re  t h e  h ab i t a t i on  o f 
h i s  t h r o n e  b u t  “ c l o u d s  a n d  d a r k n e s s  a r e  r o u n d 
a b o u t  h i m .” “ H i s  way  i s  i n  t h e  s e a ,  a n d  h i s  p a t h 
in  the deep water s ,  and hi s  foot s teps  a re  not  known.” 
We love  to  a s s e r t  the  impor t ance  o f  the  Gospe l ,  e s - 
pec i a l l y  a t  a  t ime  when  “ s c i ence,  f a l s e l y  so  c a l l ed ,” 
wou ld  dep rec i a t e  i t s  va lue,  and  more  th an  que s t i on 
i t s  n e c e s s i t y.  T h e  G o s p e l  e x h i b i t s  G o d  i n  a l l  h i s 
e x c e l l e n c e s .  T h e  e n t r a n c e  o f  s i n  i s  a  d a r k  g ro u n d 
o n  w h i c h  G o d  i s  d i s p l a ye d  t o  a d v a n t a g e ;  i t  h a s 
g iven occa s ion for  the  exerc i se  o f  the  d iv ine  per fec-
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t i on s  i n  a  manne r  wh ich  w i l l  e t e r na l l y  a s ton i sh  the 
universe.

I n  t h e  l aw  g iven  a t  S i n a i ,  a nd  “wr i t t e n  i n  t a b l e s 
o f  s tone,” we behold  awfu l  r ay s  o f  the  g lor y  o f  God; 
bu t  he re  we  s e e  t h a t  “ l aw  magn i f i ed  and  made  ho- 
nour ab l e.” Je su s  Chr i s t  i s  t he  l aw  o f  God  a l ive,  t he 
ten commandments incarnate.

I n  Je su s  Ch r i s t  we  h ave  a  p e r sona l  rep re s en t a t i on 
o f  D e i t y.  Wo u l d  y o u  k n o w  w h a t  G o d  i s ?  B e - 
ho l d  “ t h e  b r i g h t n e s s  o f  h i s  g l o r y,  a n d  t h e  e xp re s s 
image  o f  h i s  p e r son .” I t  p l e a s ed  h im to  a s sume  hu- 
man na ture,  and  so f t en ing  the  e f fu lgence  o f  d iv in i ty 
by  t h e  ve i l  o f  f l e s h ,  t o  a p p e a r  i n  o u r  wo r l d .  M e n 
a re  c a l l ed  t o  “beho ld  a  new th ing  i n  t he  e a r th”—a 
mind inhabit ing a f leshly tabernacle l ike our own, un- 
po l lu t ed  wi th  any  e a r th l y  de f i l emen t ,  un seduced  by 
the  ob j ec t s  o f  s en se,  unmoved  by  Sa t an i c  in f luence, 
ador ned with the most  lovely g races ,  a l l  ca lmness  and 
gent lenes s ,  fu l l  o f  p i ty  to  the  mi serable,  a l l  occupied 
i n  do ing  good ,  unp rovoked  by  i n j u r i e s ,  un subdued 
by  s u f f e r i n g s . — A h ,  t h e  i n f a t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  wo r l d ! 
They  m igh t  h ave  s e en  t h a t  “God  wa s  i n  ve r y  d e ed 
c o m e  d ow n  t o  d we l l  w i t h  m e n  u p o n  t h e  e a r t h .” I 
d o  n o t  Wo n d e r  t h a t  J e s u s  C h r i s t  s h o u l d  s ay,  “ H e 
t h a t  h a t h  s e en  me  h a t h  s e en  t h e  F a t h e r .” I  do  no t 
wonder  that  the Apost le  should say,  “God,  who com- 
manded the l ight to shine out of darkness ,  hath shined 
in  our  hea r t s ,  to  g ive  the  l i gh t  o f  the  knowledge  o f 
h i s  g l o r y  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  Je s u s  Ch r i s t .” And  h e re  i t 
i s  t h a t  h i s  g lo r y  sh ine s  fo r th  w i th  a  l u s t re  no t  on ly 
g r a n d ,  bu t  e n c o u r a g i n g  a n d  i nv i t i n g .  H ow  i t  d i s - 
so lve s  my doubt s ,  how i t  d i s s ipa te s  my f ea r s ,  how i t 
a t t r a c t s  me  t o  “h i s  t h rone  f o r  me rcy,  a nd  g r a c e  t o 
he lp  in  ever y  t ime o f  need !”—God in  Nature  i s  God
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a b ove  m e ,  G o d  i n  P rov i d e n c e  i s  G o d  b eyo n d  m e, 
God  i n  L aw  i s  God  a g a i n s t  me ;  bu t  God  i n  Ch r i s t 
is God with me and for me.

In  the  p l an  o f  s a lva t ion by  a  c r uc i f i ed  Sav iour,  not 
only men, but angels ,  obtain the most glor ious idea of 
J e h ova h .  We  n eve r  r e a d  o f  t h e i r  b e i n g  n a t u r a l i s t s 
or  a s t ronomer s ,  but  they a re-Chr i s t i an  s tudent s :  they 
ming le  wi th  u s  a t  the  foot  o f  the  c ro s s ,  “de s i r ing  to 
look  in to  the se  th ing s .” For  he re  a l l  the  d iv ine  pe r - 
f e c t i on s  come  f o rwa rd  and  a s s e r t  t h e i r  c l a im s ,  a nd 
here  they are  a l l  s a t i s f ied  and honoured in  a  supreme 
d e g r e e .  M a n ’s  r e d e m p t i o n  i s  G o d ’s  g l o r y.  H e n c e 
t h e  ex c l ama t i on  o f  t h e  P rophe t ,  “ S i ng ,  O  ye  Hea - 
vens ,  for  the Lord hath done i t ;  shout ,  ye lower par t s 
o f  the  ear th ;  break for th  in to S ing ing,  ye  mounta ins , 
O  f o re s t  a nd  eve r y  t re e  t h e re i n :  f o r  t h e  Lo rd  h a t h 
r e d e e m e d  J a c o b,  a n d  g l o r i f i e d  h i m s e l f  i n  I s r a e l .” 
Hence  the  song  o f  the  “heaven ly  hos t s  p r a i s ing  God 
and saying.  Glory to God in the highest ,  and on ear th 
peace, good-will towards men.”

The  Go spe l  d i s p l ay s  t he  g l o r y  o f  God  in  “ renew- 
ing us  a f ter  h i s  image in r ighteousnes s  and t r ue hol i- 
n e s s .” We  r e m e m b e r  t h e  wo rd s  o f  o u r  S av i o u r  a t 
the  g rave  o f  Laza r u s ,  “Mar tha ,  s a id  I  no t  unto  thee, 
tha t  i f  t hou  wou lde s t  be l i eve,  thou  shou lde s t  su re l y 
s ee  the  g lo r y  o f  God!” Hid  the  g lo r y  o f  God appea r 
i n  t h e  re an ima t i on  o f  a  b re a t h l e s s  body ?  And  s h a l l 
i t  not  much more appear  in the resur rect ion of  a  soul 
“ d e a d  i n  t r e s p a s s e s  a nd  s i n s ? ” Upon  t h i s  p r i n c i p l e 
God  p romi s e s  to  “p l a ce  s a l va t ion  in  Z ion  fo r  I s r a e l 
his glory.”

I  wou ld  no t  ha s t i l y  pa s s  ove r  th i s  pa r t  o f  our  sub- 
j e c t .  Man  wa s  o r i g i n a l l y  c re a t ed  i n  t h e  l i kene s s  o f
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G o d ;  bu t  h e  l o s t  i t  by  s i n .  T h e  l aw  s t i l l  r e q u i r e s 
th i s  re semblance ;  but  i t  i s  the  Gospe l  tha t  e f f ec t s  i t . 
“ I f  a ny  m a n  b e  i n  C h r i s t ,  h e  i s  a  n ew  c r e a t u r e .” 
“Beho ld ing ,  a s  in  a  g l a s s ,  the  g lo r y  o f  the  Lord ,  we 
are  changed into the same image f rom glor y to g lor y, 
eve n  a s  by  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  L o rd .” E ve r y t h i n g  i n 
the  Gospe l  re f l ec t s  honour  upon God.  I t s  doc t r ine s , 
i t s  p r e c e p t s ,  i t s  t h r e a t e n i n g s ,  i t s  p ro m i s e s ,  a r e  a l l 
wor thy  o f  God ;  bu t  t hey  a re  i t s  e f f e c t s  wh i ch  mos t 
c l e a r l y  d e c i d e  i t s  s upe r i o r i t y  ove r  eve r y  o the r  s y s - 
t em .  P l a t o,  w i t h  a l l  h i s  d i l i g ence,  and  w i th  a l l  t h e 
ce lebr i ty  h i s  ph i lo sophy acqui red h im,  was  unable  to 
br ing  over  the  inhab i t an t s  o f  one  c i ty  or  one  v i l l age 
t o  wa l k  by  h i s  r u l e s .  The  l aw  on l y  d e s c r i b e s  du t y, 
a n d  e n f o r c e s  o b l i g a t i o n  by  p ro p o s i n g  r ewa rd s  a n d 
pun i shment s .  But  “ the  sp i r i t  o f  l i f e  in  Chr i s t  Je su s” 
make s  u s  “ f ree  f rom the  l aw o f  s i n  and  dea th .” The 
“Go spe l  i s  t h e  powe r  o f  God  t o  s a l va t i on  t o  eve r y 
o n e  t h a t  b e l i e ve t h .” B y  a n  a d m i r a b l e  m e t h o d  o f 
o p e r a t i on ,  God  pu t s  h i s  wo rd  i n t o  t h e  h e a r t .  T h e 
apos t l e  James  speaks  o f  i t  under  a  ver y  f ami l i a r  a l lu- 
s i o n .  Yo u  a l l  k n ow  t h e  p ro c e s s  o f  g r a f t i n g  a  t r e e . 
The  s c ion  in s e r t ed  re ce ive s  t he  j u i c e s ,  and  change s 
t h em i n t o  i t s  own  qu a l i t y,  a nd  c au s e s  t h e  s t o ck  t o 
b r ing  fo r th  new f r u i t—such  i s  “ the  eng r a f t ed  word 
wh i ch  i s  a b l e  t o  s ave  t h e  s ou l .” I t  p roduce s  an  i n - 
t e r n a l  a s s im i l a t i on ,  ev i d enc ed  by  t h e  “ f r u i t  o f  t h e 
s p i r i t ,  l ove ,  j oy,  p e a c e ,  l ong - s u f f e r i n g ,  g en t l e n e s s , 
goodnes s ,  f a i th ,  meeknes s ,  temperance.” Thi s  changes 
the nature,  and f i l l s  the under standing with r ight sen- 
t imen t s ,  and  the  hea r t  w i th  r i gh t  d i spo s i t i on s .  Th i s 
by  i t s  a l l -power fu l  ene rgy  subdue s  deep- roo ted  p re- 
j ud i ce s ,  s en sua l  p a s s i on s ,  wor ld l y  i n t e re s t s .  Th i s  by
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i t s  a l l - che e r i ng  con so l a t i on  re s cue s  t h e  m ind  f rom 
d e s p a i r ,  a n d  m a ke s  u s  “ j oy f u l  i n  t r i bu l a t i o n ,” a n d 
tr iumphant in the hour of death.

H e re  we  a p p e a l  t o  f a c t .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  a g e s  o f  t h e 
Church did not  the Gospel  make men wise,  and holy, 
and happy, and useful? Did i t  not “teach them to deny 
a l l  ungodl ines s  and wor ld ly  lus t s ,  and to  l ive  sober ly, 
r i gh teous l y,  and  god ly  in  th i s  p re s en t  wor ld ,  and  to 
look  fo r  tha t  b l e s s ed  hope  and  the  g lo r iou s  appea r - 
ance of  the  g rea t  God and our  Sav iour  Je sus  Chr i s t ?” 
And does  i t  not  to  th i s  day  produce  the  s ame e f fec t s 
when i t  i s  f a i th fu l l y  p reached?  The  wor ld  cannot  be 
ignorant  o f  th i s ,  nor  can the  promoter s  o f  e r roneous 
sys tems,  amids t  the unprof i tableness  of  their  mini s t r y, 
b e  unacqua in t ed  w i th  i t .  B l e s s ed  be  God ,  no tw i th - 
s t and ing ever y  cause  o f  compla in t ,  we f requent ly  see 
t he  d r unka rd  becoming  sobe r,  t h e  swea re r  l e a r n ing 
to  “ f e a r  an  oa th ,” and  the  cove tou s  dev i s i ng  l i be r a l 
t h i n g s .  Ye s ,  t h e r e  a r e  l i v i n g  e x a m p l e s  o f  p e r s o n s 
who  we re  once  a  bu rden  t o  t h emse l ve s ,  a  cu r s e  t o 
the i r  f ami l ie s ,  a  te r ror  to  the i r  ne ighbour s ,  de l ivered 
by  the  p reach ing  o f  the  c ro s s  f rom the  angu i sh  o f  a 
gui l ty  consc ience and the tyranny of  v ic ious  pas s ions , 
b e coming  “pe a ce ab l e ,  g en t l e ,  e a s y  t o  be  en t re a t ed , 
f u l l  o f  m e r c y  a n d  g o o d  f r u i t s .” “ T h e  wo l f  d we l l s 
w i th  t he  l amb,  and  t he  l eopa rd  l i e s  down  w i th  t he 
kid,  and the wol f ,  and the young l ion,  and the f ading 
t og e t h e r ,  a n d  a  l i t t l e  c h i l d  l e a d s  t h e m .” H oweve r 
unbe l i eve r s  may  su spec t  t he  t r u th  o f  t he  Gospe l ,  i t 
wou ld  s eem impos s i b l e  fo r  them to  deny  i t s  u t i l i t y. 
They may ca l l  i t  a  f able,  but  thi s  f able  has  been more 
e f f i cac ious  in  re for ming the  wor ld  than the  mos t  se- 
r ious t ruths  of  phi losopher s ,  and the most  severe laws 
o f  mag i s t r a t e s .  “Wha t  t h ey  d e s p i s e  a s  a  human  i n -
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ven t i on  wa s  mo re  b ene f i c i a l  t o  mank i nd ,  i n  a  f ew 
ye a r s ,  t h a n  a l l  o t h e r  b o a s t e d  s c h e m e s  t h ro u g h  a 
succe s s i on  o f  age s .  No  o the r  co l l e c t ion  o f  doc t r ine 
a ims  so  h igh  a s  the  Chr i s t i an  d i spensa t ion .  I t  a f f ec t s 
noth ing le s s  than to  tur n f a l l en men into ange l s ,  and 
t o  f o r m  so c i e t i e s  b e l ow  l i ke  t h e  “gene r a l  a s s embl y 
o f  j u s t  men  made  pe r f ec t  in  Heaven .” Cha s ing  away 
e r ro r ,  v i c e ,  e nm i t y,  d i s c o rd ,  a nd  a l l  t h e  ma l i g n i t y 
wi th  which  s in  ha s  f i l l ed  the  ea r th ,  i t  d i f fu se s  l i gh t , 
l ove ,  a n d  h a r m o ny,  a n d  u n i t e s  m e n  f i r s t  t o  G o d 
and  then  to  e a ch  o the r  i n  one  d iv ine  and  he aven l y 
fraternity.

Imag ine  fo r  a  moment  the  Gospe l  un ive r s a l l y  d i f - 
fu s ed ,  and  mank ind  a t  l a r ge  l iv ing  unde r  i t s  ben ign 
in f luence—what  a  love ly  s cene  would  th i s  d i s t r ac ted 
e a r t h  e x h i b i t  c o m p a re d  w i t h  p r e s e n t  p ro s p e c t s ? — 
“ N a t i o n s  l e a r n i n g  wa r  n o  m o re ” — “ swo rd s  b e a t e n 
in to  p loughshare s ,  and spear s  in to  pr uning-hooks”— 
“de s t r uc t ion s  come  to  a  pe r pe tua l  end”—men “ l iv - 
i ng  a s  b re th ren ,” and  “ l ov ing  one  ano the r  ou t  o f  a 
pu re  he a r t  f e r ven t l y.” The  p rophe t s ,  d e l i gh t ed  w i th 
the  g lo r iou s  change  which  they  fo re s aw a s  the  con- 
sequence  o f  the  Gospe l  d i spensa t ion ,  have  de sc r ibed 
i t  in  a l l  the  g lowing s ty le  o f  ea s te r n  imager y.  Some- 
t imes they take the compar i son from the human body, 
and  beho l d ,  s ay s  I s a i a h ,  a  mu l t i t ude  o f  m i s e r y,  t h e 
b l ind ,  the  dea f ,  the  l ame,  the  dumb—but  “ then  the 
eyes  of  the bl ind sha l l  be opened,  and the ear s  o f  the 
d e a f  s h a l l  b e  u n s t o p p e d ,  t h e n  s h a l l  t h e  l a m e  m a n 
l e a p  a s  a n  h a r t ,  a nd  t h e  t ongue  o f  t h e  dumb  s h a l l 
s i ng .” Some t ime s  t hey  t ake  t he  image  f rom the  n a - 
t u r a l  wo r l d ,  a n d  b e h o l d ,  s ay s  t h e  s a m e  p ro p h e t ,  a 
pa rched  de se r t  where  no  wa te r  i s ,  where  the  th i r s t y 
t r ave l l e r  p a n t s  a n d  d i e s ,  w h e re  c a t t l e  c a n n o t  l i ve ,
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where  g ra s s  cannot  f lour i sh ;  beho ld  on a  sudden the 
appearance rever sed,  water s  spr ing ing out  of  the hi l l s 
and mur mur ing  a long the  va l l ey s ,  the  f i e ld s  s t and ing 
th ick wi th  cor n ,  sheep cover ing the  p la in s ,  and t ree s 
crowning the tops  of  the mounta ins .  “The wi lder nes s 
and the so l i t a r y  p lace  sha l l  be  g lad for  them: and the 
de se r t  sha l l  re jo ice,  and  blo s som a s  the  ro se.  I t  sha l l 
b l o s s om abundan t l y,  a nd  re j o i c e  even  w i t h  j oy  and 
s ing ing ,  the  g lor y  o f  Lebanon sha l l  he  g iven unto i t , 
the excellency of Carmel and Sharon: they shall see the 
glory of the Lord, and the excellency of our God.”

I I .  The  p r aye r  a pp e a r s  s t i l l  mo re  e x c e l l e n t  i f  we 
con s i d e r  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  f rom wh i ch  i t  p ro c e ed s .  I t  i s 
piety and benevolence;  these are not two dispos i t ions , 
bu t  two re fe rence s  o f  the  s ame d i spos i t ion .  We can- 
not  s epa ra te  wha t  the  Sc r ip ture  ha s  jo ined  toge ther ; 
and i f  a  man s ay  I  love  God,  and  ha te th  h i s  b ro ther, 
he  i s  a  l i a r,  fo r  he  tha t  love th  not  h i s  b ro ther  whom 
he  h a th  s e en ,  how c an  he  l ove  God  whom he  h a th 
not seen?”

The prayer  comes  f rom a  sou l  penet ra ted  wi th  love 
to  God ,  and  a l ive  to  h i s  i n t e re s t  i n  the  wor ld .  Th i s 
conce r n  d iv ine  g r ace  a lway s  p roduce s  in  the  b rea s t s 
o f ” t h e  god l y.  A  Chr i s t i a n  l ove s  “God  w i th  a l l  h i s 
he a r t ,  w i th  a l l  h i s  m ind ,  and  wi th  a l l  h i s  s t reng th .” 
Reason requi re s  th i s  supreme a f fec t ion .  We ought  to 
regard  ob jec t s  in  propor t ion to  the i r  rea l  wor th ,  and 
God  i s  t he  pe r f e c t i on ,  t he  sou rce  o f  a l l  exce l l ency. 
We ought to love without bounds,  an object  inf ini te ly 
l ove l y.  And  wha t  i s  t he  l anguage  o f  a l l  t h e  me rc i e s 
we  h ave  re c e ived  f rom  God—bl e s s i n g s  o f  b i r t h ,  o f 
in f ancy,  o f  youth,  o f  mature  age,  ble s s ings  per ta in ing 
to  th i s  l i f e,  “ sp i r i tua l  b l e s s ing s ,” wi sdom,  r igh teous-
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nes s ,  s anct i f i ca t ion,  redempt ion”—where sha l l  I  end? 
—al l  the se  su r round u s ,  and  wi th  one  vo ice  c r y,  “O 
love  the  Lord ,  a l l  ye  s a in t s .” “By the  merc ie s  o f  God 
pre sent  your  body a  l iv ing sacr i f i ce  ho ly  and accept- 
ab l e  to  God ,  wh ich  i s  your  re a sonabl e  s e r v i ce.” He, 
a t  a n  e x p e n s e  w h i c h  a n g e l s  c a n n o t  c o m p u t e ,  h a s 
s e r ved  you ;  b e  a l l  d evo t i on  i n  s e r v ing  h im .  “Whe- 
ther  ye ea t  or  dr ink,  or  whatever  ye do,  do a l l  to  the 
glory of God.”

T h e  C h r i s t i a n  f e e l s  h i s  o b l i g a t i o n s — h e  l i ve s  t o 
God .  He  c anno t  b e  i nd i f f e ren t  t o  h i s  honou r.  S e e 
t h a t  m a n ;  “ h i s  eye s  r u n  d ow n  w i t h  t e a r s .” H a s  h e 
l o s t  h i s  f o r tune ?  Ha s  he  hea rd  God  s ay ing ,  “Son  o f 
man,  behold I  take f rom thee the des i re  of  th ine eyes 
w i t h  a  s t r o ke ? ” N o.  H e  h a s  h e a r d  a  s we a r e r ,  h e 
h a s  s e e n  a  S a bb a t h - b r e a ke r , — “ h i s  e ye s  r u n  d ow n 
wi th  t e a r s  bec au s e  men  keep  no t  God ’s  l aw.” E l i j ah 
i s  p r ay i n g  t o  d i e .  Wha t  d i s a ppo i n tmen t s  h ave  em- 
b i t t e red  h i s  l i f e ?  “Lord ,  they  have  b roken  thy  cove- 
n an t ,  a nd  d i g g ed  down  t h i n e  a l t a r s ,  a nd  k i l l e d  t hy 
p rophe t s  and  I  c anno t  su r v ive  th ine  exp i r ing  c au se. 
Behold the venerable  El i  upon a  sea t  by the way-s ide 
wa t c h i n g — w h i l e  t h e  m e s s e n g e r  b r i n g s  h i m  h e av y 
t i d i ng s .  And  f i r s t  h e  t e l l s  h im  o f  t h e  d e f e a t  o f  h i s 
c o u n t r y m e n  b y  t h e  P h i l i s t i n e s :  “ I s r a e l  i s  f l e d .” 
Mournful intel l igence! Next he tel l s  him that his  “two 
son s  Hophn i  and  Ph inea s  a re  s l a in  more  awfu l  s t i l l ! 
—But  “h i s  h e a r t  t rembl e s  f o r  t h e  a rk  o f  God ,” and 
when he  hea r s  tha t  the  a rk  o f  God i s  t aken ,  he  f a l l s 
b a c k wa rd  a n d  d i e s .  T h e  c h a r g e  o f  e n t h u s i a s m  h a s 
been f requent ly  b rought  aga in s t  Chr i s t i an s ,  fo r  want 
of  d i s t ingui shing proper ly  between the abuse of  t r uth 
i n  c e r t a i n  i n s t an c e s ,  a nd  i t s  g enu ine  i n f l u ence  and 
e f f ec t s .  I t  i s  impos s ib l e  fo r  u s  to  be l i eve  the  Gospe l



	 prayer for the success of the gospel� 303

303

a s  we  ough t  w i thou t  b e ing  z e a l ou s  f o r  t h e  Lo rd  o f 
Hosts; and zeal for God is charity towards men.

T h e  p r aye r  b e f o r e  u s  s p r i n g s  f ro m  b e n evo l e n c e . 
To  p r ay  fo r  our s e l ve s  i s  a  du ty—a du ty  wh ich ,  pe r - 
haps ,  some of  you never  per for med—of some of  you, 
p e rh ap s ,  God  neve r  s a i d ,  “Beho ld  he  p r aye th .” Bu t 
i t  requires  no g reat  deg ree of  v i r tue to be des i rous  of 
ou r  own  we l f a re .  To  b e  s o l i c i t ou s  f o r  t h e  good  o f 
o t h e r s  a r g u e s  d i s i n t e r e s t e d  a f f e c t i o n .  T h a t  t h i s  i s 
h i gh l y  p l e a s i n g  t o  God  a ppe a r s ,  no t  on l y  f rom  h i s 
en jo in ing  u s  t o  remember  o the r s  a t  h i s  t h rone,  bu t 
f rom the pecul iar  reward with which he honoured the 
exe rc i s e  in  the  expe r i ence  o f  Job.  Job  wa s  a  man  o f 
s o r row s .  Tr i a l s  d r i ve  u s  t o  p r a ye r :  t h i s  a f f l i c t e d 
sa int  had,  no doubt ,  under  h i s  ca lamit ie s ,  f requent ly- 
made  s upp l i c a t i on  un to  God ;  bu t  t h e  p r aye r  wh i ch 
a ch i eved  h i s  d e l ive r ance  wa s  no t  a  p r aye r  f o r  h im- 
s e l f—“The  Lo rd  t u r n ed  t h e  c a p t iv i t y  o f  Jo b  wh en 
he prayed for his fr iends.”

Tha t  we  do  no t  l ove  ou r  n e i ghbou r s  a s  ou r s e l ve s 
appear s  f rom the d i spropor t ionate  share  we devote  to 
our  own concer ns  in  our  pet i t ions .  There  i s  a  v i s ible 
want  o f  war mth in  sp read ing  the  ca se s  o f  o ther s  be- 
fo re  the  Lord .  In  the  fo r ma l i t y  o f  wor sh ip  the  con- 
d i t ion of  the  heathens  has  been genera l ly  ment ioned; 
but not with that feeling becoming the solemn thought 
t h a t  mu l t i t u d e s  a r e  “ p e r i s h i n g  f o r  l a c k  o f  k n ow - 
ledge.”

The  pe r son  who con f ine s  a l l  h i s  a t t en t ion  to  h im- 
se l f  de se r ve s  not  the  name o f  a  man—by what  means 
he  pe r suade s  h imse l f  tha t  he  i s  a  Chr i s t i an  i t  i s  d i f - 
f i cu l t  to  conce ive.  The Chr i s t i an  re l ig ion i s  founded 
in  the  compa s s ion s  o f  God ,  and  i t  mus t  f i l l  u s  w i th 
compa s s ion .  I t  mus t  de s t roy  the  s e l f i shne s s  common
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t o  ou r  dep r aved  na tu re.  I t  mu s t  p roduce  a  un i t y  o f 
i n t e re s t  w i t h  ou r  f e l l ow-c re a t u re s ,  a nd  t e a ch  u s  t o 
“ l ook  no t  eve r y  man  on  h i s  own  th i ng s ,  bu t  eve r y 
man also on the things of others.”

Wha t  a  l ove l y,  wha t  a  nob l e  d i s po s i t i on  doe s  t h e 
re l i g i on  o f  Je s u s  Ch r i s t  requ i re  and  p roduce !  Doe s 
t h e  C h r i s t i a n  we e p ?  I t  i s  n o t  o n l y  f o r  t h e  s i n s 
which he commit s  and the t rouble s  he  endures .  Does 
h e  r e j o i c e ?  I t  i s  i n  a no t h e r ’s  p ro s p e r i t y  a s  we l l  a s 
i n  h i s  ow n .  D o e s  h e  p r a y ?  S e e  h ow  h e  e x p a n d s 
b eyo n d  h i m s e l f .  “ B re t h r e n ,  my  h e a r t ’s  d e s i r e  a n d 
p r a y e r  t o  G o d  f o r  I s r a e l  i s  t h a t  t h e y  m i g h t  b e 
s a v e d .” “ F o r  I  c o u l d  w i s h  t h a t  m y s e l f  we r e  a c - 
c u r s e d  f ro m  C h r i s t  f o r  my  b r e t h r e n ,  my  k i n s m e n 
a c co rd i ng  t o  t h e  f l e s h .” Fo r  Z ion ’s  s a ke  w i l l  I  no t 
ho l d  my  pe a c e,  a nd  f o r  Je r u s a l em ’s  s a ke  I  w i l l  no t 
rest  unti l  the r ighteousness  thereof go for th as  br ight- 
ne s s ,  and  the  s a l va t ion  the reo f  a s  a  l amp tha t  bu r n- 
e t h .” “Ye t  now,  i f  t hou  w i l t  f o r g ive  t h e i r  s i n—and 
i f  no t ,  b lo t  me,  I  p r ay  thee,  ou t  o f  thy  book  which 
thou hast written.”

I I I .  Con s i d e r  t h e  un i v e r s a l  e x t e n t  o f  t h i s  r e que s t . 
L i t t l e  m ind s  con f i ne  t he i r  z e a l  w i th in  a  con t r a c t ed 
c i rc l e,  which  exc lude s  a l l  bu t  the  adheren t s  o f  the i r 
own  c l a s s .  Fo r  a  p a r t y  they  l abou r,  and  in  the  suc - 
c e s s  o f  a  p a r t y  t h ey  re j o i c e .  I f  t h ey  p r ay  f o r  r a i n , 
i t  i s  on ly  to  re f re sh  and  f r uc t i f y  the i r  own ga rden s . 
They are  s t ranger s  to  the  subl ime and d i f fu s ive  sp i r i t 
of  the Gospel .—Wretched bigotr y!—al low me a f igure 
o f  s p e e ch ,  a l l ow  me  t o  s uppo s e  f o r  a  momen t  t h a t 
Being  in  ex i s tence  whose  dea th  we.  have  pro fe s sed ly 
a t tended,  and whose epi taph we have-sung—wretched 
b i go t r y,  wha t  i s  t hy  l anguage ?—Le t  t h e  e s t a b l i s h ed
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church prosper—Let  the  d i s sen t ing  in te re s t  p reva i l— 
L e t  t h e  I n d e p e n d e n t s  m u l t i p l y — L e t  t h e  B a p t i s t s 
swe l l  t he i r  annua l  l i s t s  w i th  numbe r s—Le t  t he  Me- 
thod i s t s  s p re ad  on  eve r y  s i de—Let  Tot t enham-cour t 
Chape l  be  “ f i l l ed  wi th  h i s  g lor y.”—Nay,  but  g ive  me 
the language of  the text ,  “and le t  the whole  ear th be 
f i l l e d  w i t h  h i s  g l o r y ;  Amen ,  a nd  Amen .” I  l ove  t o 
see an expansion of soul,  which, free from the shackles 
o f  p a r t y  r a g e ,  i n c l ude s  a l l  i n  i t s  emb r a c e ,  l i ke  t h e 
goodness of God.

I  pa s s  f rom re l ig ious  denominat ions  to  countr ie s .— 
I t  shou ld  not  s a t i s fy  u s  to  s ay,  l e t  Eng land “be  f i l l ed 
w i t h  h i s  g l o r y.” I t  h a s  f r e q u e n t l y  b e e n  c h a r g e d 
upon  the  Sc r ip tu re  a s  a  de f ec t  th a t  i t  doe s  no t  su f - 
f ic ient ly inculcate patr iot i sm, or a love to a par t icular 
c o u n t r y ;  a  v i r t u e  c e l e b r a t e d  a m o n g  a l l  n a t i o n s  o f 
t h e  g l obe ;  a  v i r t u e  wh i ch  s o  l ong  s e cu red  G re e c e, 
a nd  s o  h i gh l y  e x a l t e d  Rome ;  a  v i r t u e  p r a c t i s e d  i n 
fo r mer  t ime s  and  p ro f e s s ed  in  ou r  own ;  a  v i r tue  o f 
w h i c h ,  a m o n g  m a n y,  n o t h i n g  i s  l e f t  “ b u t  l o a ve s 
a nd  f i s h e s .”—The  ch a r g e  i s  p a r t l y  f a l s e  a nd  p a r t l y 
t r ue,  and  a s  f a r  a s  i t  i s  t r u e  i t  w i l l  b e  f ound  no t  a 
rep ro a ch ,  bu t  an  honou r  t o  t he  Go spe l .  I f  we  l ook 
in to  the  Old  Tes t ament  we  sha l l  f ind  th i s  s ac red  in- 
j u n c t i o n ;  “ P r ay  f o r  t h e  p e a c e  o f  J e r u s a l e m ,  t h ey 
s h a l l  p ro s p e r  t h a t  l ove  t h e e.” Neve r  wa s  l ove  more 
s incere and ardent  than that  which the Jews exerc i sed 
t owa rd s  t he i r  n a t ive  l and .  Je r u s a l em wa s  t he  c en t re 
o f  the i r  happines s ,  the  sea t  o f  a l l  the  endear ment s  o f 
l i f e .  To  ado r n  i t  t hey  e s t e emed  no th ing  too  co s t l y ; 
t o  d e f e n d  i t  t h ey  c h e e r f u l l y  s h e d  t h e i r  b l o o d .  I t s 
p rosper i ty  s a t i s f i ed  them;  i t s  we l f a re  made them for- 
g e t  t h e i r  s o r row s .  W h e n  t h ey  s aw  i t  d e s t roye d  by 
the  hands  o f  the  Baby lon ians ,  they  abandoned them- 
se lve s  to  g r i e f ,  and  found l i f e  a  burden ;  they  “hung
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t h e i r  h a r p s  upon  the  w i l l ows ,” “ the  vo i c e  o f  m i r t h 
wa s  he a rd  no  more,  and  a l l  t h e  d augh t e r s  o f  mu s i c 
we r e  b ro u g h t  l ow.” B u t  e ve n  i n  i t s  r e d u c e d  s t a t e 
t h ey  re t a i n ed  t h e  s ame  a f f e c t i on ,  p r i z i n g  i t s  r u i n s 
a b ove  t h e  s u p e r b  p a l a c e s  o f  B a by l o n :  t h ey  “ t o o k 
pleasure in her s tones ,  and f avoured the dust  thereof ,” 
e a ch  s ay ing ,  “ I f  I  f o r ge t  t h ee,  O  Je r u s a l em ,  l e t  my 
r ight  hand forge t  her  cunning ;  i f  I  do not  remember 
thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth, if I 
p re fe r  not  Je r usa lem above my ch ie f  joy.” And where 
doe s  the  New Te s t amen t  en fo rce  the  w i l d  i de a  th a t 
the whole world is to be our country, and mankind our 
f e l low-c i t i zen s ?  Je su s  Chr i s t  wa s  a  pa t r io t .  He loved 
h i s  c o u n t r y,  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e  i n g r a t i t u d e  a n d 
c r u e l t y  o f  h i s  c o u n t r y m e n .  H e  f i r s t  we n t  “ t o  t h e 
l o s t  s heep  o f  t he  hou s e  o f  I s r a e l .” A s  he  d rew nea r 
the  devoted  met ropo l i s ,  “he  wept  over  i t .” He com- 
manded  h i s  Apo s t l e s  “ to  p re a ch  repen t ance  and  re - 
miss ion of  s ins  to a l l  nat ions,  beg inning at  Jerusa lem.” 
The  Go spe l  doe s  no t  d e s t roy  t h e  u s e f u l  f e e l i ng s  o f 
n a tu re,  bu t  co r re c t s  and  s anc t i f i e s  t hem;  i t  i n sp i re s 
us with sentiments becoming our condit ion, and never 
forgets that we are creatures of limited faculties.

But ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  wha t  i s  pa t r io t i sm?  I s  i t  such  a  pa r - 
t i a l  a t t achment  to  a  pa r t i cu l a r  count r y  a s  l ead s  u s  to 
d i s re g a rd  t he  l i b e r t y  and  h app ine s s  o f  eve r y  o the r - 
na t ion?  I s  i t  s uch  an  exc lu s ive  a t t a chment  a s  wou ld 
lead us  to oppress  ever y other countr y for  the sake of 
ou r  own,  and  de s t roy  thou s and s  who  wou ld  no t  a c - 
quiesce in our opinion,  avar ice,  and ambit ion?—What 
w a s  a  R o m a n ?  A  p r o u d ,  u n f e e l i n g  t y r a n t ,  w h o 
p l aced  r igh t  in  power,  who t r iumphed  remor se l e s s l y 
over undefended weakness ,  who glor ied in propor t ion 
to the number of  c i t ies  and provinces  he had taken or 
d e s t royed .—Wha t  wa s  t h e  p a t r i o t i sm  o f  a  Roman ?
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A f a l se vir tue,  the destruct ion of  a l l  jus t ice and bene- 
volence—and this  f a l se vir tue has a lways been admired 
b e c au s e  i t  conce a l s  s e l f - i n t e re s t  unde r  t h e  ma sk  o f 
publ ic  sp i r i t ,  and g ives  l i cence  to  in f l i c t  in jur ie s  not 
o n l y  w i t h  i m p u n i t y,  b u t  w i t h  a p p l a u s e .  I t  i s  t h e 
glory of  the Gospel  to say nothing of  such patr iot i sm. 
I t  i s  the  g lor y  of  the  Gospe l  to  se t  us  above the pre- 
j u d i c e s  wh i ch  h ave  s o  l ong  a nd  s o  unh app i l y  kep t 
men a t  var i ance—und to  teach us  tha t  God has  made 
o f  one  blood a l l  the  na t ions  o f  the  ea r th ,—tha t  men 
a re  no t  ou r  enemie s  b e c au s e  t h ey  l ive  a t  t h e  o the r 
s ide of  a  channel  or  a  mounta in—that  they are not  to 
b e  b o u g h t  a n d  s o l d  a s  s l ave s  b e c a u s e  t h e  s u n  h a s 
jetted their complexions—that we are “debtor s to Jews 
a n d  G re e k s ,” — a n d  t h a t  “ a s  we  h ave  o p p o r t u n i t y,” 
wi thout  any except ions ,  “we are  to  do good unto a l l 
m e n .” C h r i s t i a n i t y  c o m m a n d s  u s  t o  l ove  a l l  t h e 
human race,  and to  regard  a s  our  ne ighbour s  the  in- 
h ab i t a n t s  o f  t h e  remo t e s t  r e g i on s ,  when  t h e i r  d i s - 
t r e s s e s  r e qu i re  ou r  a i d ,  a nd  i t  i s  i n  “ t h e  powe r  o f 
our hand to give it.”

I V.  We  o b s e r v e  t h e  D i v i n e  r e s e m b l a n c e  o f  t h i s 
p r aye r—God fee l s  the  s ame de s i re,  and  ha s  the  s ame 
ob jec t  in  v iew—we are  ac t ing  accord ing  to  h i s  p lea- 
s u r e — “ we  a r e  wo r ke r s  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  h i m .” T h i s 
appear s  f rom the  precept s  he  ha s  g iven,  and the  pro- 
mises which he has made.

God ’s  a u t ho r i t y  i s  i n t e r po s e d ,  a nd  t h e re  a re  two 
injunctions in par t icular which deserve more attention 
than we have  h i ther to  g iven them.  Our  duty  appear s 
f rom the  word s  o f  the  Apos t l e  to  the  Thes s a lon i an s . 
“Brethren,  pray for  us  that  the word of  the Lord may 
h ave  f re e  cou r s e,  and  be  g lo r i f i ed .” The  a l l u s i on  i s
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b e a u t i f u l ,  w h e t h e r  i t  r e s p e c t s  a  c o n q u e r i n g  a r my 
bea r ing  down a l l  oppos i t ion ,  march ing  f rom v ic to r y 
t o  v i c t o r y ;  o r  an  unob s t r u c t ed  r ive r,  f e r t i l i z i ng  i t s 
b a n k s ,  s p r e a d i n g  p l e n t y  ove r  t h e  c o u n t r y  t h ro u g h 
which  i t  pa s se s ,  and  augment ing  a s  i t  ro l l s  a long  t i l l 
i t  b e c o m e s  s e a .  H e a r  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  G o d  by  t h e 
P ro p h e t ;  “ I  h ave  s e t  wa t c h m e n  u p o n  t hy  wa l l s ,  0 
Je r u s a l em ,  wh i ch  s h a l l  n eve r  ho l d  t h e i r  p e a c e  d ay 
no r  n i gh t :  ye  t h a t  make  men t i on  o f  t h e  Lo rd  ke ep 
no t  s i l e n c e ;  a nd  g ive  h im  no  re s t  t i l l  h e  e s t a b l i s h , 
a n d  t i l l  h e  m a ke  Je r u s a l e m  a  p r a i s e  i n  t h e  e a r t h .” 
What importunity is here expressed!

The  p romi s e s  re spec t i ng  th i s  s ub j e c t  a re  “exceed- 
i n g  g r e a t  a n d  p r e c i o u s .” I  wo u l d  r e p e a t  a  f ew  o f 
t h em .  “And  i t  s h a l l  c ome  t o  p a s s  i n  t h e  l a s t  d ay s , 
tha t  the  mounta in  o f  the  Lord ’s  house  sha l l  be  e s t a - 
bl i shed in  the top of  the  mounta ins ,  and sha l l  be  ex- 
a l t ed  above  the  h i l l s ;  and  a l l  na t ions  sha l l  f low unto 
i t .” “And  i t  s h a l l  b e  i n  t h a t  d ay  t h a t  l i v i n g  wa t e r s 
s h a l l  g o  o u t  f ro m  Je r u s a l e m :  h a l f  o f  t h e m  t owa rd 
the  fo r mer  s e a ,  and  ha l f  o f  them toward  the  h inde r 
s e a :  i n  s umme r  a nd  i n  w in t e r  s h a l l  i t  b e .  And  t h e 
L o rd  s h a l l  b e  k i n g  ove r  a l l  t h e  e a r t h :  i n  t h a t  d ay 
s h a l l  t h e r e  b e  o n e  L o rd ,  a n d  h i s  n a m e  o n e .” “ Fo r 
the  e a r th  sh a l l  b e  f i l l ed  w i th  the  knowledge  o f  t he 
g l o r y  o f  t h e  L o rd ,  a s  t h e  wa t e r s  c ove r  t h e  s e a .” I 
migh t  en l a rge  quota t ion ,  bu t  i t  w i l l  be  o f  more  im- 
por tance to  remove an objec t ion taken f rom the sup- 
po s i t i on  t h a t  t h e s e  p ro spec t s  h ave  been  a l re ady  re - 
a l i z ed .  Th i s ,  i f  admi t t ed ,  wou ld  damp our  zea l ,  and 
weaken  ou r  hand s .  We  con tend ,  the re fo re,  t h a t  no- 
th ing  ha s  t aken  p l a ce  in  any  pa s t  expe r i ence  o f  the 
Church,  whether  Jewi sh  or  Chr i s t i an ,  to  subs tant i a te 
the s e  p l e a s ing  de s c r ip t ion s ;  th a t  the re  ha s  been  no-
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th ing in  the  conduct  o f  God to  th i s  day  su f f i c ient  in 
ex t en t ,  i n  du r a t i on ,  i n  powe r,  i n  g l o r y,  t o  embody 
t h e  hope s  wh i ch  h i s  wo rd  h a s  e x c i t e d .  When  h ave 
the se  promise s  been accompl i shed?—In va in  we look 
i n t o  t h e  J ew i s h  n a t i o n  f o r  a  f u l f i l m e n t .  M u c h  o f 
the i r  prosper i ty  was  d imini shed before  many of  these 
p ro p h e c i e s  we r e  g i ve n — t h ey  we re  i n  a  d i s t r a c t e d 
and  s u f f e r i ng  s t a t e  unde r  t h e  re i gn  o f  t h e  k i ng s  o f 
Ju d ah  a nd  I s r a e l—the i r  C i t y  a nd  Temp l e  we re  d e - 
s t royed by the Chaldeans—though they retur ned f rom 
cap t iv i ty,  and  rebu i lded  the i r  Ci ty  and  Temple,  they 
con t inued  a  dependen t  peop l e,  and  were  t r i bu t a r i e s 
to  the  Per s i an ,  Macedonian ,  and  Roman power.  Re- 
jec t ing  the  Mes s i ah ,  and impreca t ing  h i s  b lood upon 
themse lve s  and  the i r  ch i ld ren ,  they  were  “de s t royed 
wi th  a  ve r y  so re  de s t r uc t ion ,” and  to  th i s  hour  they 
remain  “ sca t te red  and pee led ;” unable,  by  the i r  s i tu- 
a t ion  and  c i rcums t ance s ,  to  pe r fo r m the  ce remonie s 
of their own r itual.

I n  va i n  we  l ook  i n t o  t h e  Ch r i s t i a n  Chu rch  f o r  a 
f u l f i lmen t .  S i n ce  t he  Apo s t l e ’s  d ay s  t h e  bounda r i e s 
o f  Z ion  h ave  b e en  a l t e red ,  bu t  h a rd l y  en l a r g ed .  I s 
no t  the  g re a t e s t  p a r t  o f  t he  e a r th  to  th i s  d ay  unac- 
qua in t ed  w i th  the  n ame  o f  God  ou r  S av iou r ?  Wha t 
i s  Ch r i s t e ndom i t s e l f  c ompa red  w i t h  t h e  g l ob e ?  A 
cons iderable  par t  o f  Europe,  a lmos t  the  whole  o f  the 
o the r  t h re e  con t i n en t s ,  w i t h  t h e  nume rou s  I s l e s  i n 
the  Ea s t e r n  and  Sou the r n  Ocean s ,  a re  cove red  wi th 
“ g ro s s  d a r k n e s s .” I s  i t  t h u s  t h a t  “ a l l  m e n  s h a l l  b e 
b l e s s e d  i n  h im ,  a l l  n a t i on s  s h a l l  c a l l  h im  b l e s s e d ? ” 
I s  i t  t hu s  t h a t  “ f rom th e  r i s i n g  o f  t h e  s un  even  t o 
the  go ing  down o f  the  s ame,  h i s  name sha l l  be  g rea t 
among the  Gent i l e s ,  and in  ever y  p l ace  incense  sha l l 
be  o f f e red  to  h im and  a  pu re  o f f e r ing ?” The  ex t en t



310	 prayer for the success of the gospel�

310

o f  God’s  cause,  there fore,  ha s  never  a s  ye t  been ade- 
quate to predict ion.—And what has  been the durat ion 
of  i t s  peace and prosper i ty?  Somet imes  the in f luences 
o f  Div ine  g race  a t tend ing  the  preach ing  o f  the  word 
h ave  b e e n  r e m a r k a b l e .  T h e  C h u r c h  o f  C h r i s t  h a s 
h a d  b l e s s e d  r ev i va l s ,  bu t  t h ey  h ave  n eve r  b e e n  o f 
long cont inuance.—“The people  o f  thy hol ines s  have 
po s s e s s ed  i t  bu t  a  l i t t l e  wh i l e :  ou r  adve r s a r i e s  h ave 
t ro d d e n  d ow n  t hy  s a n c t u a r y.” B u t  f a i t h  a s s u r e s  u s 
t h a t  “ t h e re  s h a l l  b e  a bundance  o f  p e a c e  s o  l ong  a s 
t h e  moon  endu re t h  “ t h a t  Z i on  s h a l l  b e  a n  e t e r n a l 
exce l l ency,  t he  j oy  o f  many  gene r a t i on s .” “Thy  sun 
sha l l  no more go down, nei ther  sha l l  the moon with- 
d r aw  i t s e l f :  f o r  t h e  L o rd  s h a l l  b e  t hy  e ve r l a s t i n g 
l i gh t ,  and  the  day s  o f  thy  mour n ing  sha l l  be  ended .” 
A g lo r y  i s  spoken  o f  which  ha s  never  been  rea l i zed . 
“ Fo r  b r a s s  I  w i l l  b r i n g  g o l d ,  a n d  f o r  i ro n  I  w i l l 
br ing s i lver,  and for wood brass ,  and for s tones iron; I 
wi l l  a l so make thine of f icer s  peace,  and thine exactor s 
r i gh t eou sne s s .  V i o l en c e  s h a l l  no  mo re  b e  h e a rd  i n 
thy l and,  was t ing nor  des t r uct ion with in thy border s ; 
bu t  thou sha l t  c a l l  thy  wa l l s  s a lva t ion ,  and  thy  ga te s 
p r a i s e .  The  s un  s h a l l  b e  no  mo re  t hy  l i gh t  by  d ay, 
ne i ther  for  br ightnes s  sha l l  the  moon g ive  l ight  unto 
thee,  bu t  the  Lord  sha l l  be  un to  thee  an  eve r l a s t ing 
l i g h t ,  a nd  t hy  God  t hy  g l o r y.  Thy  p eop l e  s h a l l  b e 
all r ighteous.”

T h e  m o r e  m i n u t e l y  we  e x a m i n e  p r o p h e c y,  t h e 
s t ronger  i s  the  con f i r mat ion  o f  our  hope,  tha t  a  day 
wi l l  come when “war s  sha l l  cea se  to  the  ends  o f  the 
e a r t h ; ” w h e n  t h e  a n i m o s i t i e s  w h i c h  h ave  s o  l o n g 
p r eva i l e d  a m o n g s t  C h r i s t i a n s  s h a l l  s u b s i d e ;  w h e n 
I do l a t r y  and  Supe r s t i t i on  s h a l l  van i s h ;  when  Tr u th 
a n d  H o l i n e s s  a n d  t h e  p u r e  Wo r s h i p  o f  G o d  s h a l l
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abound .—We a re  au thor i s ed  to  expec t  tha t  a  pe r iod 
w i l l  c ome,  when  no t  on l y  i n d iv i du a l s  i n  d i f f e r e n t 
n a t ion s  o f  men  sha l l  be  devo ted  to  Chr i s t ,  bu t  a l so 
potentates  of  every s ta te whose example i s  inf luent ia l , 
and whose author i ty  g ives  them a pecul ia r  advantage, 
sha l l  own the i r  subordinat ion to h im,  and make the i r 
dominion subser v ient  to  h i s .  Cons ider ing  themse lve s 
in  the i r  d i f fe rent  depar tment s  a s  de lega ted to  r u le  by 
h im ,  they  w i l l  r u l e  f o r  h im .  V i ewing  themse l ve s  a s 
s ub j e c t s  o f  h i s  s ove re i gn  sway,  “ a l l  k i n g s  s h a l l  f a l l 
down before him,” and f ar from being distressed at any 
inqu i r i e s  concer n ing  h i s  k ingdom,  they  sha l l  re jo ice 
a n d  “ p r a i s e  h i m .” I n  a l l  t h i n g s  s h a l l  H e  h ave  t h e 
p re-eminence  who,  amongs t  o ther  t i t l e s ,  wi l l  be  ac- 
k n ow l e d g e d  “ K i n g  o f  K i n g s  a n d  L o r d  o f  L o r d s .” 
Has  a l l  th i s  been  ve r i f i ed?  How reade s t  thou?  These 
d ay s  a r e  t o  c o m e ,  t h e  p ro s p e c t  i s  b e f o r e  u s .  A n d 
this prayer,

V.  I s  c e r t a i n  i n  i t s  s u c c e s s .  I t  m u s t  b e  a c c o m - 
p l i s h ed .  The  wo r l d  wa s  made  f o r  t h e  Son  o f  God , 
and  “he  sh a l l  h ave  the  he a then  fo r  h i s  i nhe r i t ance, 
and  the  u t t e r mos t  p a r t s  o f  the  e a r th  fo r  h i s  po s s e s - 
s i on .” The  en l a r g emen t  o f  h i s  k i ngdom i s  t h e  un i - 
fo r m de s ign  o f  a l l  the  even t s  o f  P rov idence.  To  th i s 
a l l  t h e  c o m m o t i o n s  a n d  c h a n g e s  w h i c h  a r e  t a k i n g 
place in the nations of the ear th, and which so exceed- 
ing ly  per p lex  and confound the  v iews  o f  po l i t i c i an s , 
a re  t end ing ;  to  th i s ,  a  fu tu re  day  wi l l  shew u s ,  they 
were  a l l  s ub se r v i en t .  The se  ag i t a t i on s  a re  “ shak ing , 
no t  the  e a r th  on ly,  bu t  a l so  Heaven ,” and  wi l l  con- 
t inue t i l l  “ the removal  of  those things  that  are shaken 
a s  o f  t h ing s  t h a t  a re  made,  t h a t  t ho s e  t h ing s  wh i ch 
c a n n o t  b e  s h a ke n  m ay  r e m a i n .” “ I  w i l l  ove r t u r n ,
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over tur n ,  over tur n  i t—unt i l  He come whose  r igh t  i t 
is, and I will give it him.”

Noth ing  come s  t o  p a s s  by  chance,  and  God  neve r 
a c t s  w i t h o u t  a  d e s i g n  wo r t hy  o f  h i m s e l f .  I n  t h e 
m i d s t  o f  a p p a re n t  c o n f u s i o n  a n d  u p ro a r  h e  g u i d e s 
t h e  who l e  movemen t ;  “he  make s  t h e  wr a th  o f  man 
t o  p r a i s e  h im .” Th ing s  wh i ch  we  i n  ou r  i gno r an c e 
and  r a shne s s  imag ine  un f avourable,  may  be  the  mos t 
proper  means  which Supreme Wisdom could  employ. 
Whatever  our  op in ion may be  re spec t ing  pre sent  oc- 
cur rences ,  h i s  p l an  i s  f ixed ,  “h i s  counse l  sha l l  s t and , 
a nd  he  w i l l  do  a l l  h i s  p l e a s u re .” The  wo rd  i s  gone 
ou t  o f  h i s  mouth ,  and  “ha th  he  spoken  and  sha l l  he 
n o t  d o  i t ? ” W h a t  h e  h a s  p ro m i s e d  h e  i s  a b l e  t o 
pe r f o r m .  Imped imen t s  a re  no th ing  t o  h im ;  “be fo re 
Ze r ubb ab e l  eve r y  moun t a i n  s h a l l  b e come  a  p l a i n .” 
Do  we  s t a g g e r  a t  t h e  p rom i s e  o f  God  t h rough  un - 
be l i e f ?  Le t  u s  remember  we  have  a  su f f i c i en t  p l edge 
of  the whole in what  he has  a l ready done.  The joyfu l 
sound has already extended f ar,  notwithstanding al l  the 
a t t e m p t s  o f  i t s  e n e m i e s  t o  r e s t r a i n  i t .  M u l t i t u d e s 
f ro m  a g e  t o  a g e  h ave  h e a rd  t h e  g l a d  t i d i n g s ,  a n d 
o b t a i n e d  s a l va t i o n  t h ro u g h  o u r  L o rd  Je s u s  C h r i s t . 
What  a  happy change  ha s  th i s  h igh ly- f avoured i s l and 
exper ienced s ince  the  inva s ion  o f  Ju l iu s  Cæsar !  Sup- 
po s e  a  Chr i s t i an  had  l anded  w i th  the  Homan  a r my, 
a nd ,  a f t e r  e x am in i ng  t h e  s t a t e  o f  t h e  coun t r y,  h ad 
h e a rd  a  p ro p h e t  p r e d i c t i n g  a l l  t h e  a d va n t a g e s  we 
h ave  l ong  en joyed .——Are  we  a t t emp t i ng  any th ing 
m o re  i m p ro b a b l e ? — B u t  w h a t  i s  e ve r y  i n s t a n c e  o f 
conve r s ion?—Some o f  you  a re  no t  s t r ange r s  to  “ the 
d a y  o f  G o d ’s  p o w e r .” Yo u  k n o w  t h a t  “ t h e  e x - 
c e ed i ng  g re a t n e s s  o f  h i s  m i gh t y  powe r,” wh i ch  h a s 
been exer ted in you,  i s  su f f ic ient  to  insure  succes s  to
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o u r  l a b o u r s  a m o n g s t  t h e  h e a t h e n s . — We  c o n s i d e r 
eve r y  unconve r t ed  s i nne r  a s  a  l i t t l e  p ag an  wor ld  i n 
h imse l f ;  and  the  g r ace  wh ich  renews  h im,  i s  a l l  t he 
encouragement we desire.

D r aw  no  imp rope r  i n f e rence  f rom th i s  re a s on ing . 
Say not  God wi l l  suppor t  h i s  own cause,  and execute 
h i s  own pur pose s ,  and  there fore  we may  s i t  down a t 
ou r  e a s e ;  we  have  no th ing  to  do—He wi l l  ma in t a in 
h i s  own  c au s e,  and  he  w i l l  a c comp l i sh  h i s  own  de- 
s i gn s ;  bu t  i f  you  a re  p rope r l y  a f f e c t ed ,  you  w i l l  b e 
de s i rou s  o f  becoming  in s t r ument s  in  h i s  hand s .  The 
ce r t a in ty  o f  the  event ,  in s t ead  o f  re l ax ing  d i l i gence, 
s hou ld  i nc re a s e  i t ;  i n s t e ad  o f  p reven t ing  the  u s e  o f 
means, should encourage us in the use of them.

I f  Dav i d ’s  p r aye r  b e  t h e  p r aye r  o f  you r  h e a r t s ,  i t 
wi l l  exc i te  ac t iv i ty,  i t  wi l l  l ead  you in  propor t ion to 
i t s  war mth to  exer t  your se lves  according to  your  s t a- 
t ions ,  your  t a l en t s ,  your  oppor tun i t i e s .  Wi thout  th i s 
ou r  p r aye r  i s  hypoc r i s y,  and  ou r  p i t y  re s embl e s  t he 
cha r i t y  o f  tho se  ve rba l  ph i l an th rop i s t s  who  s ay,  “be 
ye  war med and  be  ye  c lo thed ,  when they  never  g ive 
those things that are needful.”

We ought  to  l ament  tha t  we  have  done  so  l i t t l e  to 
p rove,  I  wi l l  no t  s ay  the  f e r vency,  bu t  even  the  s in- 
ce r i ty  o f  our  p rayer s ;  and ,  upon such an  occa s ion  a s 
t h i s ,  r a t h e r  t h an  emba r r a s s i n g  ou r  m ind s  w i t h  t h e 
conduct of God in the contracted l imits of the Gospel, 
i t  b e come s  u s  t o  ex amine  ou r s e l ve s  t o  s e e  whe the r 
we are not ver i ly gui l ty.  The Church of  Chr i s t  should 
have  bu r ned  wi th  ze a l  wh i l e  the re  wa s  one  hea then 
n a t i on  o r  t own  t o  c onve r t .  The  F r i e nd  o f  S i nn e r s 
s a id  to  h i s  Apos t l e s ,  “Go ye  in to  a l l  the  wor ld ,  and 
p r e a c h  t h e  G o s p e l  t o  e ve r y  c r e a t u r e .” T h ey  we r e 
no t  t o  de s i s t  t i l l  t h ey  h ad  fu l f i l l ed  the i r -  ex t en s ive
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c o m m i s s i o n .  T h e  A p o s t l e s  u n d e r s t o o d  t h i s ;  t h e y 
f l ew  l i ke  ange l s ,  “h av ing  t h e  eve r l a s t i n g  Go spe l  t o 
preach to  them tha t  dwel l  upon the  ear th .” The Di s- 
c i p l e s  d i s p e r s ed ;  t h e  Go spe l  s p re ad  i n  eve r y  d i re c - 
t ion ,  and  “migh t i l y  g rew the  word  o f  God  and  p re- 
va i l e d .” P i o u s  m e n  a f t e r  t h e m  f o l l owe d  t h e  n o b l e 
examp le ;  c a r r y ing  the  Gospe l  f rom c i t y  to  c i t y,  and 
f rom prov ince  to  p rov ince.  Th i s  cour s e  shou ld  have 
been  con t inued—but  succe s so r s  f o rgo t  the  common 
object ,  s topped without endeavour ing to make fur ther 
p rog re s s ,  d iv i d ed  i n t o  p a r t i e s ,  a nd  con t ended  w i t h 
acr imony for their respective peculiar ities.

H ow  l i t t l e  o f  t h e  k n ow l e d g e  o f  t h e  G o s p e l  h ave 
the  hea then s  fo r  age s  de r ived  f rom the i r  connex ion 
with evangel ized nat ions !  I t  has  been jus t ly  obser ved, 
th a t  th i s  i s  t he  c r y ing  s i n  o f  Chr i s t i an  l and s ;  a  s i n , 
too,  o f  which  they  have  been  qu i t e  in sen s ib l e ;  a  s in 
never  l amented  in  our  se r mons  for  na t iona l  humi l i a- 
t i on .  Wi thou t  u s ing  the  mean s  to  s ave  men ,  a re  we 
no t  cha rgeab l e  w i th  the i r  b lood?  I s  i t  no t  owing  to 
our  cr imina l  indi f fe rence that  mi l l ions  a re  “s i t t ing in 
da rknes s  and  in  the  reg ion  o f  the  shadow o f  dea th?” 
— V i e w i n g  o u r s e l v e s  i n  a  n a t i o n a l  c a p a c i t y,  a s 
Eng l i shmen,  the  Prov idence  o f  God ha s  fu r n i shed  us 
w i th  pecu l i a r  advan t age s  f o r  th i s  s e r v i c e.  Our  a r ms 
and  commerce  have  opened u s  a  pa s s age  to  the  mos t 
d i s t an t  pa r t s  o f  the  g lobe—but  our  de s ign s  have  no t 
b e en  f o r med  w i t h  a  v i ew  t o  b ene f i t  t h e  h e a t h en s , 
whi le our conduct has commonly lef t  a  sad impress ion 
o f  t h e  Ch r i s t i a n  n ame.  We  h ave  a l l  b e en  cu l p ab l e ; 
t o o  l o n g  h ave  we  s t o o d  i d l e ;  we  h ave  n o t  s o u g h t 
o c c a s i o n s ,  we  h ave  n e g l e c t e d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  M ay 
our  repentance  obta in  forg ivenes s ,  and  produce  d i l i - 
g e n c e !  L e t  u s  w i t h  o n e  h e a r t  a n d  vo i c e  p r ay  t h a t
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the  whole  ea r th  may  he  f i l l ed  wi th  the  g lo r y  o f  our 
G o d .  L e t  u s  s p e n d  o u r  d ay s  a n d  e n d  o u r  l i ve s  i n 
t h i s  b l e s s e d  s e r v i c e .  I t  i s  b e t t e r  t h a t  i t  b e  i n  o u r 
hear t  to a t tempt the work,  should our endeavour s  f a i l 
o f  succes s ,  than that  we should be a s  indi f ferent  to  i t 
a s  t h e  s u p i n e  J ew s  we r e  t o  t h e  r e bu i l d i n g  o f  t h e 
H o u s e  o f  t h e  L o rd ,  w h i c h  h a d  l o n g  l a i n  i n  r u i n s , 
under the notion that  “the t ime i s  not come, the t ime 
that the Lord’s House should be built.”

We  re j o i c e  t h a t  a  c on s i d e r a b l e  numbe r  i s  f o r med 
in to  a  Soc ie ty  to  make  p roo f  o f  the  wi l l  o f  God re- 
spec t ing  the  conver s ion  o f  the  hea then s .  We re jo i ce 
that  the wel l- for med plan receives  such genera l  coun- 
t enance  and  a s s i s t ance.  We  re jo i c e  i n  t he  h a r mony, 
l i b e r a l i t y,  p r u d e n c e ,  a n d  v i g o u r  w h i c h  h ave  b e e n 
d i s p l aye d .  We  r e j o i c e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  t h o s e  w h o s e 
zea l  for  the Lord of  Host s  d i sposes  them to renounce 
the  comfor t s  o f  c iv i l i zed l i fe  to  devote  themse lves  to 
t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  s ava g e  t r i b e s .  We  re j o i c e  t h a t  t h e re 
a re  those  whose  hear t s  have  inc l ined them to  engage 
in conducting them to the place of their  dest inat ion— 
Give  commandment ,  O God,  concer n ing  the i r  bones 
—s ay  t o  t h e  ro a r i n g  w ind s  a nd  wave s ,  “Touch  no t 
mine  ano in t ed ,  and  do  my  p rophe t s  no  ha r m.”—We 
re j o i c e  t h a t  i n  a  bu s i n e s s  o f  s u ch  momen t  s o  many 
f avou r ab l e  c i r cums t an c e s  concu r  t o  s t r eng th en  ou r 
hands  and  en l iven  oür  hope s .  We wi l l  t re a t  our  d i s - 
couragement s  wi th  neg lec t ,  and  our  encouragement s 
w i t h  g r a t i t u d e .  We  h ave  b e g u n  i n  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f 
the Lord, and, Ir is  Spir it  enabling us, we wil l  patiently 
e n d u r e .  W h i l e  o t h e r s  “ d e s p i s e  t h e  d a y  o f  s m a l l 
t h i n g s ,” we  w i l l  g e t  ou r  f a i t h  s t r e n g t h ened  by  t h e 
t e s t imony  o f  Je s u s ,  a nd  expe c t  t h a t  “ t h e  l i t t l e  one 
s h a l l  b e c o m e  a  t h o u s a n d ,” a n d  t h a t  t h e  c l o u d ,  n o
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b i g g e r  t h an  a  man ’s  h and ,  s h a l l  i n c re a s e ,  a nd  pou r 
down shower s  upon deser t  l ands .—And thou,  O God, 
whose merc ies  are  over  a l l  thy works ,  and who hates t 
n o t h i n g  t h a t  t h o u  h a s t  m a d e ,  O  t h o u  t h a t  h e a re s t 
p r aye r,  rece ive  and  an swer  our  un i t ed  supp l i c a t ion s . 
“ Be  me rc i f u l  un t o  u s ,  a nd  b l e s s  u s ,  a n d  c a u s e  t hy 
f a ce  to  sh ine  upon  u s .  Tha t  thy  way  may  be  known 
upon ea r th ,  thy  s av ing  hea l th  among a l l  na t ions .  Le t 
t h e  p e o p l e  p r a i s e  t h e e ,  O  G o d :  l e t  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e 
p r a i s e  thee.  O l e t  t he  na t ion s  be  g l ad ,  and  s i ng  fo r 
joy  fo r  thou  sha l t  judge  the  peop le  r i gh teous ly,  and 
gover n the  na t ions  upon ear th .  Le t  the  people  pra i se 
t h e e ,  O  God :  l e t  a l l  t h e  p eop l e  p r a i s e  t h e e .  Then 
sha l l  the  ear th  y ie ld  her  increa se :  and God,  even our 
own God ,  sh a l l  b l e s s  u s .  God  sha l l  b l e s s  u s ,  and  a l l 
the ends of the earth shall fear him.”
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THE SAVIOUR GLORIFIED IN HIS PEOPLE:

A SERMON
PREACHED

AT ST. IVE’S, HUNTINGDONSHIRE, OCTOBER 8, 1812,

BEFORE

THE BEDFORD UNION.
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ADVERTISEMENT.

The author of the annexed Sermon is  not a member 
of the Association before whom it was delivered. But 

h i s  coa l i t ion  i s  p reven ted  by  d i s t ance  on ly.  Were  he 
cont iguous ly  s i tua ted,  he should e s teem co-opera t ion 
h i s  du ty  and  h i s  p r iv i l ege :  fo r  no th ing  c an  be  more 
consis tent with his  convict ions than the impor tance of 
the object ;  or  more congenia l  to hi s  fee l ings  than the 
l ibe ra l i t y  o f  the  p l an ,  by  which  th i s  un ion  i s  d i s t in- 
gu i s h ed .  Hence,  b e i ng  i nv i t e d  t o  p re a ch  a t  one  o f 
its meetings, he most readily complied.

The author hopes  the Ser mon wi l l  appear  to posses s 
one  c l a im— I t  b e a r s  mu c h  o n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  mod e r n  p r o - 
f e s s i o n .  And  f rom l e t t e r s  he  re ce ived  a f t e r  t he  de l i - 
ver y,  the  preacher  had the  s a t i s f ac t ion to  f ind tha t  i t 
had  d i sp lea sed  a  c l a s s  o f  hearer s  who,  however  evan- 
ge l i c a l  a  min i s t e r ’s  doc t r ine  may  be,  w i l l  be  su re  to 
condemn him a s  soon a s  ever  he  a t tempt s  to  advance 
pr inc ip le s  f rom the creed into the consc ience,  and to 
br ing down re l ig ion f rom speculat ion into pract ice.  A 
ser mon must  be wanting in f i tness  or appl icat ion, that 
awakens  no fee l ing s  in  the  aud i tor  e i ther  aga in s t  the 
p r e a c h e r  o r  a g a i n s t  h i m s e l f .  H a p py  a r e  t h ey  w h o 
come to  the  house  o f  God,  and re tur n f rom i t  in  the 
s p i r i t  o f  E l i hu  and  o f  Dav i d .  “Tha t  wh i c h  I  s e e  n o t 
t e a c h  t h o u  m e :  i f  I  h a v e  d o n e  i n i q u i t y  I  w i l l  d o  n o 
m o r e .  S e a r c h  m e ,  O  G o d ,  a n d  k n o w  m y  h e a r t :  t r y 
m e ,  a n d  k n o w  my  t h o u g h t s ;  a n d  s e e  i f  t h e r e  b e  a n y 
w i c k e d  w ay  i n  m e ,  a n d  l e a d  m e  i n  t h e  w ay  e v e r l a s t - 
ing.” Amen.
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As  the  fo l lowing  d i s cour se  may  f a l l  in to  the  hands 
o f  some who may des i re  add i t iona l  in for mat ion con- 
cer ning the Union,  i t  maybe e l ig ible  to inser t  a  br ie f 
account, published on a former occasion, and furnished 
on i t s  behal f  by the Secretar y to the Society,  the Bev. 
Samuel Hillyard, of Bedford.

“Thi s  re l ig ious  As soc ia t ion was  for med a t  Bedford , 
Oc tobe r  31,  1797,  unde r  t he  t i t l e  o f  The  Union  of 
Christians.

“ In  common wi th  va r ious  re l i g ious  As soc i a t ions  in 
th i s  count r y,  i t  ha s  so le ly  for  i t s  ob jec t  the  advance- 
ment  o f  Chr i s t i an i ty.  I t  endeavour s  to  a t ta in  th i s  end 
by the means of preaching, and the circulat ion of plain 
prac t ica l  t r ac t s  on re l ig ious  sub jec t s ;  and by cher i sh- 
ing ,  among p ious  peop le  o f  d i f f e rent  denomina t ions , 
tha t  mutua l  a f f ec t ion  which  i s  power fu l l y  incu lca ted 
by the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.

“ I t  d i f f e r s ,  howeve r,  f rom mos t  re l i g iou s  A s soc i a - 
t ions  in  th i s  re spect—that  i t  exc ludes  f rom co-opera- 
t ion in i t s  measures  no per son,  of  what  denominat ion 
soever,  who pro fe s se s  to  rece ive  the  Bible  a s  the  re- 
vea l ed  wi l l  o f  God,  and  ag ree s  wi th  the  member s  in 
his  views of  such doctr ines as  they  bel ieve to be es sen- 
t i a l  t o  s a l va t i o n ,  i f  h i s  mo r a l  a nd  re l i g i ou s  conduc t 
proves the sincerity of his profession.

“ T h e  M i n i s t e r s  a n d  p r i va t e  C h r i s t i a n s  w h o  t h u s 
a s s o c i a t e ,  n e i t h e r  renounce  no r  conce a l  t ho s e  s en - 
t imen t s  i n  wh ich  they  d i f f e r  one  f rom ano the r ;  bu t 
t h ey  l im i t  t h e i r  un i t ed  mea su re s  t o  t h e  pu r po s e  o f 
p romot ing  the  knowledge  and  the  p rac t i c a l  e f f ec t  o f 
those impor tant doctr ines in which they hear ti ly ag ree. 
Su ch  a re—the  p rope r  De i t y  o f  t h e  Son  and  o f  t h e 
Spir i t  of  God; with the necess i ty of  atonement for s in 
by the sacr i f ice of Chr is t ,  and of hol iness  in hear t  and
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l i f e  through the  opera t ion o f  the  Holy  Ghos t  for  the 
salvation of man.

“Hence  i t  i s  ev iden t ,  t h a t  t h i s  Chr i s t i an  Un ion  i s 
ne i ther  de s igned to  advance  the  in te re s t s  o f  any  sec t 
or par ty of relig ious people in par ticular, nor to oppose 
anyth ing among those  who ag ree  in  the  be l ie f  o f  the 
doc t r i n e s  t h a t  h ave  been  s p e c i f i e d .  They  avo id  a c - 
co rd ing l y  t o  i n t e r f e re  w i th  cong reg a t i on s  t o  whom 
the s e  t r u t h s  a re  s t a t e d l y  p re a ched ;  a nd  t h ey  p re f e r 
those seasons for impar t ing re l ig ious instruct ion when 
the re  wou ld  no t  o therwi se  be  any  publ i c  wor sh ip  in 
the vicinity.

“With the propagat ion or  the suppor t  of  any sys tem 
of  po l i t i c s,  the Union of  Chr i s t ians  has  nothing to do. 
The  in junc t ion  o f  the  s ac red  Sc r ip tu re s  to  ‘p r ay  fo r 
Kings  and  for  a l l  who a re  in  Author i ty,  tha t  we may 
l ive  qu i e t l y  and  pe ace ab l y,  i n  a l l  god l i ne s s  and  ho- 
n e s t y,’ i s  c on s c i e n t i ou s l y  f u l f i l l e d  by  i t s  me mbe r s . 
I f  any  o f  them shou ld  be  found  to  t e ach  o r  p r ac t i s e 
the contrar y,  he would be excluded from fur ther con- 
nexion with them.

“ C o n s i s t e n t l y  w i t h  s u c h  p r i n c i p l e s  a n d  c o n d u c t , 
they have hither to been f avoured with the approbation 
o f  p ious  and  benevo lent  per sons  o f  ever y  denomina- 
t ion in  the i r  own ne ighbourhood;  and even wi th  the 
fr iendly ass i s tance of other s in more dis tant s i tuat ions. 
I t  i s  a l so incumbent  upon them to acknowledge,  with 
g r a t i t u d e  a nd  hum i l i t y,  t h a t  i t  h a s  p l e a s e d  God  t o 
prosper  the i r  endeavour s  to  se r ve  Him.  Many pro f l i - 
g a t e  s i n n e r s  h ave  b e e n  r e c l a i m e d ;  a n d ,  e s p e c i a l l y 
among the poor,  an increas ing at tent ion to the know- 
l e dg e  and  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  t h e  Go spe l  h a s  b e en  ex - 
cited.”

Bath, Oct. 13, 1812.
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THE  
SAVIOUR GLORIFIED IN HIS PEOPLE.

“I am glorified in them.”—John xvii. 10.

Who in this congregation lives without prayer?—
This is a question which it is impossible for your 

p reacher  to  de te r mine.  But ,  in  so  l a rge  an  a s s embly, 
there are probably some, i f  not  many,  of  thi s  unhappy 
de s c r i p t ion :  and  i f  he  knew where  you  were  s i t t i ng 
he  would  look towards  you,  not  wi th  anger  but  wi th 
p i t y,  a n d  s ay — “ M y  d e a r  h e a r e r s ,  yo u  m ay  b e  r e - 
spec t ab l e  in  your  cha r ac t e r ;  you  may  be  c a re s s ed  by 
yo u r  c o n n e x i o n s ;  yo u  m ay  b e  p ro s p e ro u s  i n  yo u r 
secular  concer ns ’—but you are  l iv ing without  God in 
t h e  wo r l d ;  yo u  a r e  s t r a n g e r s  t o  yo u r  d u t y,  yo u r 
honour,  your  happ ine s s ;  you  a re  who l l y  un l ike  Him 
whom as  Chr i s t i ans  we profe s s  to  re semble,  and ivho 
i s  p e r p e t u a l l y  c a l l i n g  u p o n  u s  t o  f o l l ow  h i s  e x - 
ample.”

If you can live without prayer. He could not.
“ In  the  day s  o f  h i s  f l e sh  he  o f f e red  up  p raye r s  and 

suppl ica t ions ,  wi th  s t rong cr y ing and tear s  unto Him 
tha t  was  able  to  s ave  h im f rom dea th ,  and  was  hea rd 
in that he feared.”

In  the  s ac red  h i s to r y  we  o f t en  read  o f  h i s  p r ay ing : 
bu t  t h e  H o l y  G h o s t  h a s  m o r e  f u l l y  r e c o rd e d  a n d 
s igna l i zed  the  prayer  conta ined in  the  chapter  be fore 
u s .  I t  wa s  d e l ive red  i n  t h e  open  a i r  j u s t  a s  h e  wa s 
go ing  to  su f f e r.  He  had  l e f t  t h e  commun ion  cham- 
ber :  and was  approaching the  garden o f  Gethsemane. 
He  p au s ed  ne a r  Ced ron .  The  hum o f  t he  ad jo in ing 
met ropo l i s  was  d imin i shed .  I t  was  towards  midnight .
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The  moon wa s  wa lk ing  in  b r i gh tne s s ;  i t  wa s  a t  fu l l . 
He  wa s  now to  t a ke  an  a f f e c t i on a t e  f a rewe l l  o f  h i s 
immedia te  d i sc ip le s ,  who s tood around him weeping. 
He cons ide red  them a s  the  depos i t a r i e s  o f  h i s  t r u th , 
a n d  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i ve s  o f  h i s  c h u r c h  i n  a l l  a g e s ; 
a nd  l i f t i n g  u p  h i s  e y e s  t o  h e a v e n  h e  commend s  t h em 
t o  t h e  b l e s s i n g  o f  h i s  F a t h e r ,  a n d  o u r  F a t h e r ,  h i s 
God ,  and  ou r  God .  And  beho ld  the  p r inc ip a l  a r gu- 
m e n t  o n  w h i c h  h i s  i n t e r c e s s i o n  r e s t s .  “ A l l  m i n e 
a re  th ine,  and  th ine  a re  mine,  and  I  am g lo r i f i ed  in 
t h e m .” “ W h a t eve r  i s  d o n e  f o r  my  p e o p l e  i s  d o n e 
f o r  m e .  I t  w i l l  a d v a n c e  my  h o n ou r .” I  am  g lo - 
rified in them.

L e t  u s  e n d e avo u r  t o  e xe m p l i f y  t h e  t r u t h  o f  t h i s 
s e n t i m e n t ,  a n d  s h ew,  i n  s i x  way s ,  h ow  C h r i st  i s 
glorified in christians,

I .  He  i s  g l o r i f i e d  i n  t h em  by  th e  de r ivat ion  of 
all their excellences from him.

Wha t  a  ch ange  do  we  annua l l y  w i tne s s  i n  n a tu re ! 
A f te r  a  f ew months  o f  win t r y  d rea r ine s s  and  de so l a - 
t i on ,  t h e  en l iven i ng  s p r i ng  re t u r n s .  The  g round  i s 
d e cked  i n  g re en .  The  f l owe r s  a ppe a r  on  t h e  e a r t h . 
T h e  t r e e s  a s s u m e  t h e i r  f o l i a g e .  T h e  l e ave s  g u a r d 
t h e  bud s ;  t h e  b l o s s oms  a re  s u c c eeded  by  f r u i t ;  a nd 
the  f r u i t  swe l l s ,  and  r i p en s  a g a in s t  t he  pe r f e c t  d ay. 
A l l  th i s  i s  owing  to  the  in f luence  o f  the  sun ;  and— 
t h e  s u n  i s  g l o r i f i e d  i n  o u r  f i e l d s  a n d  g a rd e n s .  A n 
a r c h i t e c t  r e a r s  a n  e d i f i c e .  I t  i s  a d m i r e d  f o r  i t s 
b e a u t y  o r  i t s  g r a n d e u r  by  a l l  w h o  i n s p e c t  i t .  B u t 
the prai se,  belongs to the bui lder,  not to the bui lding; 
and—the workman i s  g lor i f i ed  in  the  work .  A bene- 
f ac tor  t akes  a  youth in  a l l  the  r udenes s  o f  ignorance. 
H e  awa ke n s  a n d  c u l t i va t e s  h i s  p owe r s .  H e  a d o r n s
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h im wi th  s c i ence ;  he  fo r ms  h im in to  cha r ac t e r ;  and 
s e n d s  h i m  f o r t h  t o  s e r ve  h i s  g e n e r a t i o n ;  a n d — t h e 
tu to r  i s  g l o r i f i ed  i n  t he  pup i l .  The  S av iou r  o f  s i n - 
n e r s  i s  t h e  m a ke r  o f  a l l  t h i n g s ;  “ a l l  t h i n g s  we r e 
m a d e  by  h i m ,  a n d  w i t h o u t  h i m  wa s  n o t  a ny t h i n g 
m a d e  t h a t  wa s  m a d e .” A n d  h e  i s  g l o r i f i e d  i n  a l l . 
Impre s s ion s  o f  h i s  power,  wi sdom,  and  goodnes s  a re 
l e f t ,  upon  the  l a r g e s t  and  t he  l e a s t :  “A l l  h i s  wo rk s 
p r a i s e  h i m .” A n d  i s  h e  l e s s  g l o r i f i e d  i n  t h e  n ew 
c rea t ion  than  in  the  o ld ?  Ha s  he  no t  s a id ,  “Beho ld , 
I  c r e a t e  n e w  h e a ve n s  a n d  a  n e w  e a r t h ;  a n d  t h e 
former shal l  not be remembered nor come into mind?” 
I f  b e l i e ve r s  we r e  o n c e  d a r k n e s s ,  a n d  H e  o p e n e d 
the  eyes  o f  the i r  under s t anding :  i f  they were  once in 
the  bondage  o f  co r r up t ion ,  and  He  made  them f ree : 
i f  they  were  once  deg r aded  and  pe r i sh ing  in  a l l  the 
ruins  of  the f a l l ,  and He  made them an eter na l  exce l- 
l e n c y,  t h e  j oy  o f  many  g en e r a t i on s —i t  u n d en i a b l y 
fo l lows tha t  he  i s  g lor i f ied in  them. Hence i t  i s  s a id , 
“Th i s  p eop l e  h ave  I  f o r med  f o r  my s e l f ,  t h ey  s h a l l 
s h ew fo r th  my  p r a i s e .  They  sh a l l  b e  c a l l ed  t re e s  o f 
r i gh teou sne s s ,  the  p l an t ing  o f  the  Lord  tha t  he  may 
b e  g l o r i f i e d .  I  w i l l  p l a c e  s a l v a t i o n  i n  J a c o b  f o r 
Israel my glory.”

A l l  t he  sub j e c t s  o f  d iv ine  g r a ce  a re  made  s en s i b l e 
o f  t h i s  t r u t h .  I n  h i s  n a m e  t h e y  r e j o i c e .  I n  h i s 
r i gh t eou sne s s  t h ey  a re  ex a l t ed .  They  know th a t  by 
h i s  s t r i p e s  t h ey  a r e  h e a l e d .  T h ey  k n ow  t h a t  f ro m 
h i s  f u l n e s s  t h e y  r e c e i ve  g r a c e  f o r  g r a c e .  A n d  a s 
Joab,  when Kabbah was  ready  to  f a l l ,  s ends  to  Dav id 
h i s  s ove re i gn  t o  a s s ume  t h e  honou r,  l e a s t ,  s ay s  h e , 
t h e  c i t y  b e  t a k e n  a n d  b e  c a l l e d  a f t e r  my  n am e ;  s o  t h e 
C h r i s t i a n  i s  c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  h i s  L o rd  a n d  S av i o u r 
s h o u l d  we a r  t h e  g l o r y  o f  a l l  h i s  a t t a i n m e n t s  a n d
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a c h i eve m e n t s :  “ I f  I  h ave  p e r f o r m e d  a  “ d u t y  p ro - 
p e r l y,  H e  e n a b l e d  m e  t o  d i s c h a r g e  i t .  I f  I  h a ve 
bo r ne  a  t r i a l  becoming ly,  He  enab l ed  me  to  endure 
i t .  I f  I  h ave  vanqu i s h ed  a n  en emy,  He  e n a b l e d  me 
t o  o v e r c o m e  i t .  We  a r e  m o r e  t h a n  c o n q u e r o r s 
t h ro u g h  h i m  t h a t  l o v e d  u s .  N o t  u n t o  u s ,  O  L o rd , 
no t  un to  u s,  bu t  un to  t hy  n ame  g ive  g l o r y,  f o r  t hy 
mercy  and  fo r  thy  t r u th ’s  s ake.  Unto  h im tha t  loved 
u s ,  and  wa shed  u s  f rom ou r  s i n s  i n  h i s  own  b lood , 
and ha th  made  us  k ings  and pr ie s t s  unto  God and to 
hi s  Father,  be g lor y and dominion for  ever  and ever,- 
Amen.”

He re  i t  may  b e  p rop e r  t o  ob s e r ve  t h a t  a s  Ch r i s - 
t i a n s  you  s hou l d  n eve r  d eny  wha t  h e  h a s  done  f o r 
yo u r  s o u l s .  T h o u g h  yo u  o u g h t  t o  b e  h u m b l e ,  yo u 
ough t  equa l l y  to  be  thank fu l :  bu t  you  canno t  thank 
h im for  a  ble s s ing  he  ha s  never  confer red ,  or  a  work 
h e  h a s  n eve r  a c c o m p l i s h e d .  A n d  w hy  s h o u l d  yo u 
b e  u n w i l l i n g  t o  a c k n ow l e d g e  i t ?  I f  yo u  c a n  s a y, 
Whe re a s  I  wa s  on c e  b l i n d  I  now  s e e :  a nd  whe re a s 
I  wa s  o n c e  d e a d  i n  t r e s p a s s e s  a n d  s i n s  I  a m  n ow 
wa lk ing  in  newnes s  o f  l i f e—You are  not  pra i s ing  the 
subject, but the author; and he is glorified in you.

II. He is glorified in their holy walk.
Dr. Watts has well observed—

Thus shall we best proclaim abroad 
The honours of our Saviour God;  
When the salvation reigns within,  
And grace subdues the power of sin.

The s e  l i n e s  re f e r  t o  t h e  add re s s  o f  Pau l  t o  T i t u s : 
“ E x h o r t  s e r v a n t s  t o  b e  o b e d i e n t  u n t o  t h e i r  ow n 
ma s t e r s ,  a nd  t o  p l e a s e  t h em we l l  i n  a l l  t h i ng s ;  no t 
a n swe r i n g  a g a i n ;  n o t  p u r l o i n i n g ,  bu t  s h ew i n g  a l l 
good  f i d e l i t y ;  t h a t  t h ey  may  ado r n  t he  doc t r i n e  o f



	 the saviour glorified in his people� 325

325

God our  Sav iour  in  a l l  t i l ing s .” I  wi sh  you to  not ice 
t h i s  add re s s  t he  more,  bec au s e  o f  t he  cha r a c t e r  ad - 
duced .  I t  i s  ob se r vable  tha t  in  the  i l lu s t r a t ion  o f  h i s 
subject ,  the Apos t le  does  not  br ing forward a  pr ince, 
o r  a  nobl eman .  He  doe s  no t  men t ion  even  a  ma s t e r 
— b u t  a  s e r v a n t .  H ow  e a s i l y  a n d  c o m m o n l y  m e n 
d e c e i ve  t h e m s e l ve s !  H ow  m a ny  a r e  r e a d y  t o  i m a - 
g ine,  that  they should do wonder s  i f  they were placed 
i n  h i ghe r  s t a t i on s ,  o r  we re  po s s e s s ed  o f  g re a t e r  t a - 
l e n t s !  B u t  t h ey  f o r g e t  t h a t  h e  w h o  i s  n o t  f a i t h f u l 
i n  l i t t l e  w i l l  n eve r  be  f a i t h fu l  i n  much—tha t  eve r y 
i nd iv i dua l ,  howeve r  s i t u a t ed  o r  endowed ,  h a s  s ome 
i n f l u e n c e — t h a t  e ve n  a  s e r v a n t  m ay  ro l l  away  r e - 
proach,  and recommend the Gospel  by i t s  amiable and 
mo r a l  o p e r a t i on  i n  s o c i a l  l i f e—eve n  a  s e r va n t  m ay 
adorn the doctr ine of God our Saviour in all things.

Upon the  s ame p r inc ip l e  speak s  the  Apos t l e  Pe te r. 
H e  s u p p o s e s  a  c a s e  by  n o  m e a n s  a n  u nu s u a l  o n e . 
The wi fe  i s  ca l led  by d iv ine g race  whi le  the  husband 
rema in s  unconve r t ed .  She  n a tu r a l l y  f e e l s  a  conce r n 
f o r  h i s  s a l v a t i o n .  H e r  f i r s t  e n d e avo u r  i s  t o  b r i n g 
h im under  those  ins t r uct ions  which have proved use- 
f u l  t o  h e r s e l f .  Bu t  h e  re f u s e s  t o  h e a r.  P i e  w i l l  no t 
o b e y  t h e  w o r d .  I s  t h e r e  t h e n  n o  o t h e r  e x p e d i e n t ? 
S ay s  t he  Apo s t l e ,  you  may  w in  h im  w i t h ou t  t h e  wo rd 
w h i l e  h e  b e h o l d s  y o u r  c h a s t e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  c o u p l e d 
w i t h  f e a r ,  and  s ee s  th a t  you  a re  l e s s  a t t en t ive  to  the 
decora t ion of  your  per sons  than to  the  cu l t iva t ion of 
Chr i s t i an  t emper s ,  and  e spec i a l l y  th a t  o r n amen t  o f  a 
m e e k  a n d  q u i e t  s p i r i t ,  wh i c h  i n  t h e  s i g h t  o f  God  i s  o f 
great price.

L e t  u s  no t  h a s t i l y  p a s s  ove r  t h i s  p a r t  o f  ou r  s ub - 
j ec t .  P ro fe s so r s  o f  re l i g ion !  Be  ha r mle s s  and  b l ame- 
le s s ,  the sons  of  God without  rebuke,  in  the mids t  o f
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a  wicked and per ver se  na t ion ,  among whom ye ’sh ine 
a s  l i g h t s  i n  t h e  wo r l d  h o l d i n g  f o r t h  t h e  w o rd  o f  l i f e . 
The eyes of many are upon you, anxious to f ind some- 
thing,  not  to remove their  unhappy pre judices ,  but  to 
con f i r m them.  They  judge  o f  your  re l i g ion  by  you . 
Yo u  s a y  t h i s  i s  w r o n g .  I t  i s .  Yo u  a p p e a l  t o  t h e 
Scr ip ture ;  but  t h ey  appea l  to  you :  and  the  on ly  e s t i - 
ma t e  t h ey  f o r m  w i l l  b e  t a ken  f rom the  rep re s en t a - 
t i on s  you  g ive,  and  the  impre s s i on s  you  make.  And 
should  not  the se  repre senta t ions  be  accura te?  Should 
no t  the se  impre s s ion s  be  f avourable ?  Shou ld  no t  the 
picture do some jus t ice to the features  of  the or ig ina l 
it is intended to hold forth and make known?

Yo u  we l l  k n ow  t h a t  t h e  d o c t r i n e s  we  p re a c h  a r e 
o f t en  suppo sed  to  l e ad  to  l i c en t iou sne s s ,  o r  a t  l e a s t 
tha t  they  a re  not  ve r y  f r i end ly  to  ho l ine s s  and  good 
wo rk s .  I f  t h e  s uppo s i t i on  wa s  t r u e ,  we  s hou l d  d e - 
s e r ve,  f o r  i n cu l c a t i ng  t hem,  a l l  t h e  rep roba t i on  we 
some t ime s  mee t  w i th .  Bu t  we  a f f i r m  i t  i s  no t  t r ue. 
We con tend  f rom Sabba th  to  S abba th  th a t  the s e  a re 
d o c t r i n e s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  g o d l i n e s s .  B u t  a f t e r  a l l ,  we 
mus t  come to  you for  our  mos t  s t r ik ing  proof s .  “Ye. 
a re  ou r  ep i s t l e s  known and  re ad  o f  a l l  men .” When 
w e  c a n  a d d r e s s  s u c h  c a v i l l e r s  a n d  s a y — “ C o m e 
wi th  u s ,  and  you  sha l l  s e e  the s e  p r inc ip l e s  i n  p r a c - 
t i c e .  Beho l d  t h e s e  a dvoc a t e s  f o r  evange l i c a l  t r u t h . 
S e e  h o w  h u m b l e  t h e y  a r e  u n d e r  a p p l a u s e .  S e e 
h ow  f o r g i v i n g  t h e y  a r e  u n d e r  p rovo c a t i o n .  S e e , 
when r iches  increa se,  how l i t t l e  they  se t  the i r  hear t s 
upon  t h em.  En t e r  t h e i r  s hop s  and  wa rehou s e s—see 
wha t  j u s t i c e  and  f a i r ne s s  d i s t i ngu i sh  a l l  t h e i r  d e a l - 
i ng s .  En t e r  t h e i r  hou s e s—see  wha t  c l e an l i n e s s ,  d e - 
c en c y,  o rd e r ,  a nd  h a r mony  p reva i l  t h e re .  S e e  h ow 
t h e  w i f e  r e v e r e n c e s  h e r  h u s b a n d ;  s e e  h o w  t h e
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h u s b a n d  l ove s  h i s  w i f e  e ve n  a s  h i m s e l f .  S e e  h ow 
the  pa ren t s  p rovoke  not  the i r  ch i ld ren  to  wra th ,  bu t 
t r a in  them up  in  the  nur tu re  and  admoni t ion  o f  the 
Lord ;  s ee  how the  ch i ld ren  obey  the i r  pa ren t s  in  a l l 
t h i n g s .  S e e  h ow  m a s t e r s  g i ve  u n t o  t h e i r  ow n  s e r - 
v a n t s  t h a t  w h i c h  i s  j u s t  a n d  e q u a l ,  k n ow i n g  t h a t 
they  a l so  have  a  ma s t e r  in  heaven :  s ee  how se r van t s 
o b ey,  i n  a l l  t h i n g s ,  t h e i r  ma s t e r s  a c co rd i n g  t o  t h e 
f l e s h ,  no t  w i t h  eye - s e r v i c e  a s  men-p l e a s e r s ,  bu t  i n 
s i n g l e n e s s  o f  h e a r t ,  f e a r i n g  G o d ” — W h e n  we  c a n 
appea l  to f act s  l ike these,  we put  to s i lence the igno- 
r a n c e  o f  f o o l i s h  m e n .  O u r  h e a r t s  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d , 
a n d  o u r  h a n d s  a r e  s t r e n g t h e n e d .  We  l i v e ,  i f  y e 
s t a n d  f a s t ,  i n  t h e  L o rd :  a n d  J e s u s  C h r i s t  l o o k i n g 
down from heaven says, I am glorified in them.

W h a t  t h e n  a r e  we  t o  t h i n k — e x c u s e  t h e  a s s o c i a - 
t i on  o f  t e r ms—of  t h e s e  re l i g i ou s  p re t ende r s  who s e 
t e m p e r s  a n d  c o n d u c t  a r e  a lway s  a t  v a r i a n c e  w i t h 
t h e i r  p re t e n s i o n s ?  O n e  s i n n e r  d e s t r oy e t h  mu c h  g o o d . 
An  unho ly  p ro fe s so r  o f  re l i g ion  i s  a  judgment  upon 
t h e  p l a c e  i n  wh i ch  h e  l i ve s .  I f  I  h a d  s u ch  ch a r a c - 
t e r s  t o  a d d re s s ,  I  wo u l d  s ay — “ B y  yo u r  m e a n s  t h e 
way o f  t r u th  i s  ev i l  spoken o f ,  and  the  wor thy  name 
b l a s p h e m e d  by  w h i c h  yo u  a r e  c a l l e d .  Yo u  p e r p l e x 
t h e  we a k ,  a n d  yo u  d i s t r e s s  t h e  s t ro n g .  Yo u  s t r i ke 
yo u r  p r e a c h e r s  d u m b.  Yo u  j u s t i f y  a n d  h a rd e n  t h e 
w i c ke d  i n  t h e i r  i n i q u i t y.  Yo u  l e a d  m a ny  t o  t h i n k 
t h a t  a l l  r e l i g i on  i s  bu t  a  s y s t em  o f  hypoc r i s y.  The 
de s t r uc t ion  o f  thousands  wi l l  l i e  a t  your  door.  They 
wou ld  l ong  ago  have  a t t ended  the  Gospe l ,  bu t  they 
s aw  t h a t  y o u  we re  no t  t h e  b e t t e r  f o r  you r  bo a s t e d 
d o c t r i n e s  a n d  p r i v i l e g e s .  Yo u r  s e r va n t s  a n d  c h i l - 
d r e n  s e e  i n  yo u  t h e  s a m e  p r i d e  a n d  p a s s i o n  a s  i n 
o t h e r s ;  a n d  w i t n e s s  t h e  s a m e  m i x t u r e  o f  f a m i l y



328	 the saviour glorified in his people�

328

p r a y e r s  a n d  q u a r r e l s .  Yo u r  n e i g h b o u r s  s e e  t h a t 
yo u  a re  a s  h a rd - h e a r t e d  a n d  a s  c l o s e - f i s t e d  a s  a ny 
a round  you ;  a nd  t h a t  wh i l e  you  a re  t a l k i n g  o f  a n - 
o the r  wo r l d  you  a re  ke ep ing  a  ke en  l ook-ou t  a f t e r 
t h i s ,  a n d  a r e  l a r g e l y  e n d owe d  w i t h  w h a t  a n  o l d 
d i v i n e  c a l l s  ‘ S av i n g  k n ow l e d g e .’ O  t h a t  we  c o u l d 
e x c l ud e  you  f rom  ou r  a s s emb l i e s—o r,  a s  Go d  may 
g ive you repentance,  O that  you had invi s ible  bodies , 
a nd  cou l d  en t e r  ou r  p l a c e s  and  w i thd r aw  un s e en— 
th a t  no  one  m i gh t  eve r  imag i n e  you  h ad  t h e  l e a s t 
connexion with us.”

I I I .  H e  i s  g l o r i f i e d  i n  t h e m  by  t h e  c h e e r f u l - 
ness of their lives.

A l l  men  s e ek  h app ine s s ;  and  i f  t h ey  pe rc e ive  t h a t 
you  f i nd  wha t  t hey  s e ek  a f t e r  i n  va in ;  t hough  they 
tu r n  f rom p l e a su re  to  wea l th ,  f rom wea l th  to  f ame, 
f rom f ame to f r iendship,  f rom fr iendship to sc ience— 
th i s  i s  l ike ly  to  awaken the i r  a t t en t ion ,  to  conc i l i a te 
the i r  regard ,  and to  induce  them to  t ake  ho ld  o f  the 
s k i r t  o f  h im  th a t  i s  a  Jew,  s ay i ng ,  We  w i l l  go  w i th 
you, for we have beard that God is with you.

I t  i s  commonly  supposed  tha t  re l i g ion  i s  a  mop i sh 
a n d  m e l a n c h o l y  t h i n g ;  t h a t  i t  g e n d e r s  a  c o n s t a n t 
d re ad ;  t h a t  i t  r e qu i re s  u s  t o  wa l k  i n  a  way  wh i ch , 
though i t  may end in ever la s t ing l i fe,  i s  fu l l  of  thor ns 
a n d  b r i a r s ,  a n d  s c o r p i o n s .  S u c h  a  p ro s p e c t  m u s t 
n a t u r a l l y  a nd  un avo i d ab l y  t e r r i f y  a nd  d i s gu s t .  And 
hence th i s  pre judice  wi l l  be  found to  be  a s  in jur ious 
a s  i t  i s  c ommon .  Fo r  p re s en t  f e e l i n g s  a re  t h e  mo s t 
powe r f u l .  The  con s t i t u t i on  o f  man  i s  s u ch  t h a t  h e 
mu s t  h ave  p re s e n t  g r a t i f i c a t i on .  He  i s  t h i r s t y,  a nd 
mu s t  d r i n k :  a n d  i f  t h e r e  b e  n o  f o u n t a i n  n e a r ,  h e 
w i l l  k n e e l  c l ow n  t o  t h e  p u d d l e .  N ow,  wo u l d  yo u
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con f i r m  a  p re j ud i c e  s o  g ene r a l  a nd  s o  f a t a l  a s  t h i s 
by  l o n g ,  d e m u r e  f a c e s ;  by  s i g h s  a n d  g ro a n s  a s  i f 
you  we re  a lway s  a t  a  f une r a l ;  by  you r  i n s en s i b i l i t y 
t o  t h e  b e a u t i e s  o f  n a t u re ,  a n d  i n d i f f e r e n c e  t o  t h e 
bount i e s  o f  P rov idence ;  by  indu lg ing  tho se  peev i sh , 
f re t fu l  t emper s  wh ich  make  you  a  c on t i nua l  d r o pp i n g 
i n  a  r a i n y  d ay ;  by  yo u r  s i n k i n g  i n  t h e  d ay  o f  a d - 
ve r s i t y,  a n d  d r aw i n g  u p o n  yo u r s e l f  t h e  r e f l e c t i o n 
o f  many  an  E l i ph a z ,  “Beho l d  t hou ’ h a s t  i n s t r u c t ed 
many,  a nd  t hou  h a s t  s t r eng th ened  t h e  we ak  h and s ; 
t hy  word s  h ave  upho lden  h im  th a t  wa s  f a l l i ng ,  and 
thou ha s t  s t reng thened  the  f eeble  knee s—but  now i t 
i s  c ome  upon  t h e e ,  a nd  t hou  f a i n t e s t ;  i t  t o u c h e t h 
t h e e ,  a n d  t h o u  a r t  t ro u b l e d .  I s  n o t  t h i s  t hy  f e a r , 
t hy  c o n f i d e n c e ,  t hy  h o p e ,  a n d  t h e  u p r i g h t n e s s  o f 
t h y  way ? ” Wo u l d  yo u  l e a d  p e o p l e  t o  t h i n k  t h a t 
yo u r  m a s t e r  i s  a  t y r a n t ,  a n d  h i s  s e r v i c e  b o n d a g e ? 
Wou l d  you  a pp e a r  t o  b e  l e s s  h a ppy  i n  s e r v i n g  t h e 
Lo rd  t h an  i n  s e r v i n g  s i n ?  Wou l d  you  s h ew  t h a t  i n 
exchang ing  t he  wor l d  f o r  t h e  chu rch  you  f e l l  f rom 
l iber ty  in to  a  dungeon,  and le f t  a  f r u i t fu l  f i e ld  for  a 
b a r r e n  l a n d ,  o r  a  w i l d e r n e s s  o f  d ro u g h t ?  I t  mu s t 
needs  be that  o f fences  come;  but  woe to that  man by 
whom the  o f fence  cometh !  Be a l ive,  my bre thren ,  to 
your  duty,  i f  not  to  your  pr iv i l ege s :  and render  your 
religion as attractive as it is important!

I  g o  b a c k  t o  t h e  p r i m i t i v e  C h r i s t i a n s — T h e y 
l e a r ned  i n  wha t soeve r  s t a t e  t hey  we re  t he rew i th  t o 
be  con t en t .  I n  eve r y th ing  they  g ave  th ank s .  I f  s o r - 
row f u l ,  t h ey  we re  a lway s  r e j o i c i n g .  T h ey  d i d  n o t 
think i t  necessar y to wade through a sea of  soul-trou- 
b l e  t o  au tho r i z e  t hem to  be l i eve  on  the  Lo rd  Je su s 
Chr i s t .  They  d id  no t  su f f e r  a  s en se  o f  the i r  unwor- 
th ines s  and imper fec t ions ,  though i t  kept  them hum-
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b l e ,  t o  make  them mi s e r ab l e  o r  t o  dep r ive  t hem o f 
h o p e .  T h ey  d i d  n o t  t o r m e n t  t h e m s e l ve s  a b o u t  f u - 
tu r i t y,  bu t  c a s t  a l l  t he i r  c a re  on  one  who  c a red  fo r 
t h em.  They  d i d  no t  v i ew  de a th  a s  t h e  k ing  o f  t e r - 
ro r s ,  bu t  a s  t h e i r  d e l i ve r e r  a n d  t h e i r  f r i e n d .  T h e 
d ay  o f  j u d g m e n t  d i d  n o t  ke e p  t h e m  a g h a s t ;  t h e y 
wa i t e d  f o r  i t ,  a nd  l oved  h i s  a pp e a r i n g .  He re  I  s e e 
eve r y  t h i n g  a s  i t  ough t  t o  b e .  A f t e r  t h i s  I  t u r n  t o 
mode r n  p ro f e s s o r s ,  a nd  h e re  I  b eho l d  a  d i f f e ren c e 
which can only be accounted for  on one of  these two 
pr inc ip le s ;  e i the r  tha t  Chr i s t i an i ty  i s  changed  s ince ; 
or,  we do not  under s t and i t ,  and  rece ive  i t  p roper ly. 
T h e  f o r m e r  s o l u t i o n  i s  i n a d m i s s i b l e .  J e s u s  C h r i s t 
i s  t h e  s a m e  ye s t e rd ay,  t o - d ay,  a n d  f o r  eve r .  T h e re 
i s  the  s ame  e f f i c acy  in  h i s  b lood .  There  i s  the  s ame 
p owe r  i n  h i s  a r m .  T h e r e  i s  t h e  s a m e  l ove  i n  h i s 
h e a r t .  T h e  p ro m i s e s  a r e  t h e  s a m e .  T h e  t h ro n e  o f 
g r a c e  i s  t h e  s ame.  Heaven  i s  t h e  s ame.  P rov i d enc e 
i s  t he  s ame.  No,  Chr i s t i an s ;  t he  d i f f e rence  i s  t o  be 
s ough t ,  no t  i n  you r  s y s t em ,  bu t  i n  you r s e l ve s .  S e - 
r i o u s l y  t h e r e f o r e  e x a m i n e  yo u r  e x p e r i e n c e .  P r ay 
tha t  you may know what  i s  the  hope o f  your  ca l l ing , 
and what  i s  the g lor y of  the r iches  of  h i s  inher i tance 
i n  t h e  s a i n t s .  B e  c o n c e r n e d  t o  f a c e  a  r e p ro a c h i n g 
world, and with boldness to tell them.

The men of grace have found 
	 Glory begun below, 
And heavenly fruits on earthly ground 
	 From faith and hope will grow—

Shew tha t  no  d ange r  c an . t e r r i f y  you ;  t h a t  no  l o s s 
c an  impover i sh  you .  Shew tha t  i f  the  reed  f a i l s ,  the 
rock  rema in s ;  i f  t h e  c i s t e r n  be  d r i ed  up,  t h e  f oun- 
t a in  o f  l iv ing  wa t e r  f l ows  on .  S ay  w i th  the  chu rch , 
“ A l t h o u g h  t h e  f i g - t r e e  s h a l l  n o t  b l o s s o m ,  n e i t h e r
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s h a l l  f r u i t  b e  i n  t h e  v i n e ;  t h e  l a b o u r  o f  t h e  o l i ve 
sha l l  f a i l ,  and the  f i e ld s  sha l l  y ie ld  no meat ,  and the 
f l ock s  sha l l  be  cu t  o f f  f rom the  fo ld  and  the re  sha l l 
b e  n o  h e rd  i n  t h e  s t a l l s ,  ye t  w i l l  I  r e j o i c e  i n  t h e 
Lord ,  I  wi l l  joy  in  the  God o f  my sa lva t ion .  Rejo ice 
in the Lord always, and again I say rejoice.

I V.  H e  i s  g l o r i f i e d  i n  t h e m  by  th e i r  r ead i ne s s 
to suffer for his sake.

I t  wa s  to  the  honour  o f  Rachae l  tha t  Ja cob  s e r ved 
for  her  seven year s ,  and that  h i s  regard was  su f f ic ient 
t o  t u r n  t h e  t o i l  i n t o  p l e a s u r e .  I t  a lway s  t e n d s  t o 
t h e  p r a i s e  o f  a n  i n d iv i d u a l ,  w h e n  t h o s e  w h o  b e s t 
know  h im  a re  r e a dy  t o  make  a ny  s a c r i f i c e s  o r  e n - 
du re  a ny  h a rd s h i p s  i n  h i s  s e r v i c e .  The  s t r e ng t h  o f 
w i s e  a t t a chmen t  imp l i e s  g re a t  e x c e l l e n cy.  The  im- 
pres s ions  made by charac ter  a re  a lways  the most  deep 
a n d  wo n d e r f u l .  S c a r c e l y  f o r  a  r i g h t e o u s  m a n  w i l l 
one die,  yet  peradventure for a  good man some would 
even  da re  to  d ie.  I t  i s  e a sy  to  app ly  th i s  to  the  sub- 
j e c t  b e f o re  u s .  I t  r e f l e c t s  c o m p a r a t i ve l y  bu t  l i t t l e 
honour upon the Redeemer to fo l low him when a l l  i s 
p e a c e f u l  a n d  i nv i t i n g :  bu t  w h e n  we  a r e  c a l l e d  t o 
deny  our se lve s  and  t ake  up  our  c ro s s ;  to  go  for th  to 
h im wi thou t  the  c amp,  bea r ing  h i s  rep roach ;  to  re - 
g a r d  f a t h e r  a n d  m o t h e r  a n d  w i f e  a n d  c h i l d r e n  a s 
no th ing  when  va l ued  a g a in s t  h im :  t o  l e ave  a l l ,  and 
lose  a l l  for  h i s  s ake—Then a  Chr i s t i an has  an oppor- 
t u r n i t y  t o  ev i n c e  t h e  s i n c e r i t y  and  f e r vency  o f  h i s 
l ove  t o  t h e  Lo rd  Je s u s ;  a nd  t o  s ay  p r a c t i c a l l y—and 
peop le  wi l l  be l i eve  h im—“He i s  so  g lor ious  in  h im- 
self ,  he is so dear to my affections, he is so essential  to 
ever y  pa r t i c l e  o f  my happ ine s s ,  tha t  whatever  be  the 
consequence I cannot return from following after him.”
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W h a t  d i d  Pe t e r  a n d  J o h n  w h e n  t h e y  we r e  d i s - 
mi s s ed  wi th  i gnominy  f rom the  counc i l ?  They  wen t 
away  r e j o i c i n g  t h a t  t h e y  zo e r e  c o un t e d  wo r t hy  t o  s u f f e r 
s h am e  f o r  h i s  n am e .  He a r  Pau l ’s  a c coun t  o f  h i s  s u f - 
f e r ing s .  “ In  l abour s  more  abundant ,  in  s t r ipe s  above 
mea su re,  in  p r i son s  more  f requen t ,  in  dea th  o f t .  Of 
the  Jews  f ive  t imes  rece ived  I  fo r ty  s t r ipe s  s ave  one. 
Th r i c e  wa s  I  b e a t en  w i t h  rod s ,  once  wa s  I  s t oned , 
t h r i c e  I  s u f f e r e d  s h i p w r e c k ,  a  n i g h t  a n d  a  d ay  I 
h ave  b e e n  i n  t h e  d e e p ;  i n  j o u r n e y i n g s  o f t e n ,  i n 
p e r i l s  o f  wa t e r s ,  i n  p e r i l s  o f  ro bb e r s ,  i n  p e r i l s  by 
m i n e  ow n  c o u n t r y m e n ,  i n  p e r i l s  by  t h e  h e a t h e n , 
i n  pe r i l s  i n  the  c i t y,  i n  pe r i l s  i n  the  w i l de r ne s s ,  i n 
p e r i l s  i n  t h e  s e a ,  i n  p e r i l s  a m o n g  f a l s e  b r e t h r e n ; 
i n  we a r i n e s s  a n d  p a i n f u l n e s s ,  i n  wa t c h i n g s  o f t e n , 
i n  h u n g e r  a n d  t h i r s t ,  i n  f a s t i n g s  o f t e n ,  i n  c o l d 
a n d  n a ke d n e s s .” A h ,  Pa u l ,  t hy  r e l i g i o n  c o s t  t h e e 
d e a r !  And  do s t  t hou  no t  repen t  o f  t hy  eng agemen t 
to  a  mas te r,  whose  se r v ice—month  a f t e r  month ,  and 
year  a f te r  yea r—is  but  a  succe s s ion o f  pr iva t ions  and 
t r i a l s ?—Repen t !—“I  t ake  p l e a su re  in  in f i r mi t i e s ,  i n 
r e p ro a ch e s ,  i n  n e c e s s i t i e s ,  i n  p e r s e cu t i on s ,  i n  d i s - 
t r e s s e s  f o r  C h r i s t ’s  s a ke .  T h e  l ove  o f  C h r i s t  c o n - 
s t r a ine th  u s ,  because  we thus  judge,  tha t  i f  one  d ied 
fo r  a l l ,  then  were  a l l  dead ,  and  tha t  he  d ied  fo r  a l l , 
tha t  they  which l ive  should  not  hence for th  l ive  unto 
themse l ve s ,  bu t  to  h im tha t  d i ed  fo r  them and  ro s e 
again.”

Love—Love  i s  s t rong  a s  d e a t h ;  many  wa t e r s  c a n - 
no t  qu en ch  l ove ,  n e i t h e r  c a n  t h e  f l o od s  d rown  i t . 
You  do  no t  so  s t r i k ing l y  s e e  the  amaz ing  v i gou r  o f 
th i s  p r inc ip le  in  re l ig ion ,  because  Chr i s t i an s  a re  not 
ca l l ed  in  our  day  to  pa s s  th rough the  s ame scene s  a s 
they were  in  the beg inning of  the Gospe l .  Otherwise
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you  wou ld .  The  p r inc ip l e  i s  t he  s ame  in  eve r y  age. 
I t  has  been exempli f ied long s ince the apostol ica l  era . 
Per secut ion  ha s  fo r mer ly  re igned  and r avaged  in  our 
ow n  c o u n t r y.  M a ny  s u f f e r e d  a n d  d i e d  p r i va t e l y,  a 
spec tac le  to  ange l s ,  though not  to  men.  But  we have 
a  l a r g e  B o o k  o f  M a r t y r s .  I  e n t e r  t h e  p r i s o n s ,  a n d 
su r vey  the  v i c t ims .  He re  I  s e e  t he  o l d ,  o f  whom i t 
i s  s a i d ,  “They  sha l l  be  a f r a id  o f  tha t  wh ich  i s  n i gh , 
a n d  f e a r  s h a l l  b e  i n  t h e  way,  a n d  t h e  g r a s s h o p p e r 
sha l l  be  a  bu rden .” Here  I  s ee  f ema le s  d i s t ingu i shed 
by  the  de l i c acy  and  t imorousne s s  o f  the i r  s ex .  Here 
I  s e e  ch i l d ren ,  t ende r  and  impre s s i b l e ,—bu t  a l l  a re 
h e r o e s .  W h a t  m a k e s  t h e m  s o ?  T h e y  a r e  o f f e r e d 
promotion,  l iber ty,  and l i fe.  But  none of  these  th ings 
move  them.  They  a re  t o l d  o f  t o r tu re s ;  t h ey  a re  l ed 
f o r t h  a nd  po i n t e d  t o  t h e  s t a ke—and  t h ey  emb r a c e 
i t ,  c r y i n g ,  “ N o n e  b u t  C h r i s t ;  n o n e  b u t  C h r i s t .” 
How i s  He  g l o r i f i e d  he re !—We ou r s e l ve s  h ave  f re - 
quently seen a l i t t le of this  pr inciple,  even in our own 
d a y.  We  h a v e  s e e n  t h e  y o u n g  m a n  r e s o l v e d  t o 
f o l l ow h i s  re l i g i ou s  conv i c t i on s ,  t hough  mocked  o f 
h i s  ne i ghbou r s ,  l ampooned  by  h i s  compan ion s ,  and 
t h re a t ened  by  h i s  s upe r i o r s .  We  h ave  s e en  t h e  s e r - 
van t  re s ign ing  her  p l ace :  we  have  seen  the  workman 
foregoing h i s  l abour  and seek ing employment ,  r a ther 
t h a n  g i ve  u p  a n  a p p r e h e n d e d  d u t y.  We  h ave  s e e n 
t h e  d a u g h t e r  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  e n t r e a t i e s  a n d  t e a r s — 
even  a  mothe r ’s  en t re a t i e s  and  t e a r s—the  mos t  t r y - 
ing  and  t e r r ib l e  o f  a l l  pe r s ecu t ion s  to  an  ingenuous 
and  f i l i a l  m ind—ra the r  t h an  renounce  t h e  commu- 
nion of  sa int s ,  and tur n her  back on the g lo r i ous  Gos- 
p e l  o f  t h e  b l e s s e d  G o d .  T h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  w h i c h  c a r - 
r ie s  per sons  so f ar,  would,  i f  events  required i t ,  car r y 
t hem f a r t he r ;  c a r r y  t hem to  any  l eng th .  They  h ave



334	 the saviour glorified in his people�

334

the  sp i r i t  o f  mar tyr s ,  and,  says  Chr i s t ,  I  am g lor i f ied 
in them.

V.  H e  i s  g l o r i f i e d  i n  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n  o f  h i s 
name.

I f  i t  we re  on l y  n e c e s s a r y  t o  b e  a  Ch r i s t i a n ,  t h e re 
never  wou ld  have  been  a  mar ty r—he cou ld  have  h id 
h i s  re l i g i on  i n  h i s  he a r t .  Dan i e l  m igh t  h ave  p r ayed 
without  the p lace and the posture he chose ;  and have 
e scaped the  l ions ’ den.  But  i f  we examine the  Scr ip- 
t u re  we  s h a l l  f i n d  t h a t  a n  ob l i g a t i on  l i e s  upon  n s , 
not only to be  Chr is t ians ,  but to appear  such; not only 
t o  b e l i eve  w i t h  t h e  h e a r t ,  bu t  t o  con f e s s  w i t h  t h e 
tongue;  not  only to hold f a s t  the rea l i ty,  but  the pro- 
f e s s i on  o f  ou r  f a i t h  w i t hou t  wave r i n g .  I t  i s  a s ked , 
“ W h o  w i l l  r i s e  u p  f o r  m e  a g a i n s t  t h e  ev i l  d o e r s ? 
Who wi l l  s t and up for  me aga in s t  the  worker s  o f  in- 
i qu i t y ?” I t  i s  s a i d ,  “They  th a t  a re  i n  d a rkne s s  s h a l l 
s h e w  t h e m s e l ve s .” T h e y  a r e  e n l i g h t e n e d  f o r  t h i s 
ve r y  pu r po s e :  “A r i s e ,  s h i n e,  f o r  t hy  l i gh t  i s  c ome, 
a n d  t h e  g l o r y  o f  t h e  L o rd  i s  r i s e n  u p o n  t h e e .” A 
Chr i s t i an  i s  compa red  to  a  c and l e ;  and  ou r  S av iou r 
t e l l s  u s ,  “A  man  doe s  no t  l i g h t  a  c a nd l e  t o  pu t  i t 
under  a  bushel ,  but  on a  candles t ick,  that  i t  may g ive 
l i g h t  t o  a l l  t h a t  a r e  i n  t h e  h o u s e  a n d  a d d s ,  “ L e t 
yo u r  l i g h t  s o  s h i n e  b e f o re  m e n  t h a t  t h ey  m ay  s e e 
you r  good  work s ,  and  g lo r i f y  you r  F a the r  wh i ch  i s 
in  heaven .” So  l i t t l e  countenance  doe s  the  Sc r ip tu re 
g ive  to  the  prac t ice  o f  those  who renounce bus ines s , 
de tach  themse lve s  f rom the  communi ty,  r un in to  the 
cells of solitude, and bury their religion alive.

A  p ro f e s s i o n  o f  g o d l i n e s s  n o t  o n l y  r e q u i r e s  t h a t 
yo u  s h o u l d  l i ve  i n  c iv i l  s o c i e t y,  bu t  a l s o  t h a t  yo u 
shou ld  j o in  you r s e l ve s  t o  s ome  body  o f  Chr i s t i an s ,
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a c c o rd i n g  t o  t h e  o rd e r  o f  t h e  G o s p e l .  I f  a l l  we re 
l ike-minded with some, there would be no such thing 
a s  a  c h u r c h - s t a t e  a ny  whe re  t o  b e  ma in t a i n ed .  They 
never became member s  of  a  Society.  They l ive uncon- 
ne c t ed l y.  Excu s e  t h e  roughne s s  o f  t h e  compa r i s on , 
they may be cons idered a s  a  k ind of  re l ig ious  g ips ie s . 
T h ey  h ave  n o  s p i r i t u a l  h o m e — T h ey  wa n d e r  f ro m 
p l ace  to  p l ace—pi l f e r ing  a s  they  go—elud ing  a l l  pa- 
ro ch i a l  o f f i c e s—dec l i n i ng  a l l  t h e  k i ng ’s  t a xe s—and 
neve r  con t r ibu t ing  to  the  suppor t  o f  any  o f  the  ad- 
van t a g e s  t h ey  en j oy.  Whe re a s  Ch r i s t i a n s  a re  c a l l e d 
f e l l ow - c i t i zen s  w i t h  t h e  s a i n t s .  They  be long  to  a  ho ly 
s t a t e  o f  l aw s  a n d  i m mu n i t i e s .  T h ey  j o i n  i n  c o m - 
munion a s  to  the  pr iv i leges  o f  re l ig ion;  in  co-opera- 
t i o n  a s  t o  i t s  d u t i e s ;  i n  s y m p a t hy  a s  t o  i t s  c o n d i - 
t i on s .  To  va r y  t h e  image—a s  t h e  pup i l s  o f  Ch r i s t , 
they enter hi s  school ;  as  soldier s  of  Chr i s t ,  they enter 
h i s  a r my.  S t r a g g l e r s  c a n  d o  l i t t l e — t h ey  a r e  l i a b l e 
t o  be  cu t  o f f .  I t  i s  no t  t he  w i l l  o f  t he  Commande r 
in Chief  that  we should f ight  a lone—he ca l l s  us  to be 
embod i ed ;  and  when  we  a re  en ro l l ed  and  s t a t i oned 
—it  i s  not  h i s  p lea sure  tha t  we shou ld  r un f rom one 
cor ps  to another,  according to our humour,  but  abide 
with God in our own rank and place.

T h i s  p ro f e s s i o n  a l s o  i n c l u d e s  o u r  b e a r i n g ,  a s  we 
have oppor tuni ty,  a  verba l  te s t imony in  f avour  o f  re- 
l i g i o n .  Ye  a r e  my  w i t n e s s e s ,  s ay s  G o d :  a n d  wo e  t o 
u s — f o r  we  a r e  s u b p œ n a e d — i f  w h e n  we  a r e  c a l l e d 
upon to  depose,  we are  e i ther  absent  or  s i l ent .  Some 
pe r son s  a re  god l y  w i th  the  god l y,  bu t  t empor i z e  i n 
t h e  p re s ence  o f  t h e  w i cked  and  t h e  wor l d l y.  When 
they  hea r  the  t r u th  o f  Chr i s t  den i ed ,  h i s  way s  mi s - 
r e p re s en t ed ,  h i s  p eop l e  v i l i f i e d ,  t h ey  s i t  a s  m e n  i n 
w h o s e  m o u t h  t h e r e  i s  n o  r e p r o o f .  I s  t h i s  t o  a c t  t h e
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p a r t  o f  a  good  sub j e c t ,  o r  o f  a  t r a i t o r ?  “He  th a t  i s 
no t  fo r  me  i s  aga in s t  me,  and  he  tha t  g a the re th  no t 
w i t h  me  s c a t t e re t h  a b ro ad .” I f  you  a re  a s h amed  o f 
t he  Redeemer ’s  i n t e re s t ,  ab andon  i t  a t  once :  bu t  i f 
you be l i eve  i t  to  be,  wha t  i t  rea l l y  i s ,  in f in i t e ly  im- 
po r t an t  and  exce l l en t ,  neve r  sh r ink  f rom an  avowa l 
o f  i t ,  in  whatever  c i rcumstance s  or  company you a re 
found.

We  k n ow  t h a t  w i s d o m  i s  p ro f i t a b l e  t o  d i r e c t . — 
Eve r y t h i n g  i s  b e au t i f u l  i n  i t s  s e a s on .  A  wo rd  f i t l y 
s poken ,  how  good  i s  i t ?  Bu t  we  a re  o f t en  mo re  i n 
danger of  er r ing on the s ide of  caut ion and prudence, 
t h a n  o n  t h e  s i d e  o f  f o r wa rd n e s s  a n d  z e a l ;  a n d  t o 
avo id  ra shnes s  many go and she l te r  themse lve s  under 
the chilling influence of fear and shame.

There  i s  one  ca se  in  which  i t  i s  ha rd ly  po s s ib l e  to 
e r r.  I t  i s  when  you  a re  inv i t ed  by  peop l e  to  p l a ce s , 
and par t ie s ,  and pract ices ,  which your pr inc ip le s  lead 
yo u  t o  c o n d e m n .  W h e n  t h i s  o c c u r s ,  yo u  h ave  a n 
oppo r t un i t y,  f u r n i s h e d  by  t h em s e l v e s ,  o f  s t a t i n g  t h e 
g rounds  of  your  conduct ,  and the reasons  of  your  re- 
f u s a l .  They  c anno t  s u re l y  b e  o f f e nded  a t  t h e  d e l i - 
ve r y  o f  you r  c re ed ,  when  t h ey  t h ems e l ve s  c a l l  f o r 
your  s en t iment s .  Bu t ,  a l a s !  the re  a re  many  who,  in- 
s tead o f  se iz ing such f ine  oppor tuni t ie s  to  t e s t i f y,  a re 
no t  on l y  s p e e ch l e s s ,  bu t—even  y i e l d  and  con fo r m . 
They  a re  o v e r c om e  o f  e v i l  i n s t e a d  o f  o v e r c o m i n g  e v i l 
with good.

V I .  H e  i s  g l o r i f i e d  i n  t h e m  by  th e i r  e xe rt i on s 
to promote his cause.

T h e  c a u s e  o f  C h r i s t  i s  ve r y  e x t e n s i ve .  I t  t a ke s 
in  eve r y th ing  tha t  i s  t r ue,  and  r i gh teous ,  and  good , 
a nd  nob l e  i n  t h e  who l e  un ive r s e .  Bu t  we  p a r t i c u -
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lar ly refer to the cause of  pure and undef i led re l ig ion. 
Th i s  i s  a d van c ed  by  e s t a b l i s h i n g  s c h o o l s ,  bu i l d i n g 
p laces  of  wor ship,  the d i f fus ing of  the Scr iptures ,  the 
sending for th of miss ionar ies ,  the suppor ting of minis- 
t e r s ;  by  in s t r uc t ing  the  i gnor an t  and  rec l a iming  the 
v i c i o u s ;  t e a c h i n g  t r a n s g re s s o r s  h i s  way s ,  a n d  c o n - 
verting sinners unto God.

In doing a l l  th i s  Chr i s t  i s  g lor i f ied.  He condescends 
t o  c o n s i d e r  y o u  a s  wo r ke r s  t og e t h e r  w i t h  h i m .  H e 
g ive s  you h i s  own names ;  and what  he  i s  ca l l ed  e f f i - 
c i en t l y  you  a re  a l l owed  to  be  c a l l ed  in s t r umen t a l l y. 
“ B re t h re n ,” s ay s  t h e  a p o s t l e  J a m e s ,  “ i f  a ny  o f  yo u 
do e r r  f rom the  t r u th ,  and one  conver t  h im;  l e t  h im 
know tha t  he  wh ich  conve r t e th  the  s inne r  f rom the 
e r ro r  o f  h i s  way,  s h a l l  s ave  a  s ou l  f rom  de a t h ,  a nd 
sh a l l  h ide  a  mu l t i t ude  o f  s i n s .” Wha t !  Can  you  c o n - 
v e r t ?  C a n  yo u  s a v e ?  C a n  yo u  p a r d o n ? — I t  c a n  i n - 
t e nd  on l y  t h a t  you  may  b e  t h e  me an s  o f  do i n g  i t . 
Bu t  even  th i s  i s  an  in f in i t e  honour  con fe r red  upr— 
you;  and the inspi red wr i ter,  knowing the di spos i t ion 
o f  Chr i s t i an s ,  make s  t he  work  i t s  own  rewa rd .  And 
i f  t h e re  wa s  on l y  a  p robab i l i t y ;  i f  t h e re  wa s  on l y  a 
pos s ib i l i ty  o f  succes s  but  in  one ins tance,  i t  ought  to 
b e  e n o u g h — a n d  i f  we  we r e  i n  a  p ro p e r  s t a t e  o f 
m ind ,  i t  wou l d  b e  e nough ,  t o  l e a d  u s  t o  c a l l  i n t o 
action al l  our resources,  and to exer t a l l  our inf luences 
through life to attain it!

Pleasure and praise run through God’s host,  
	 To see a sinner turn;  
Thou, Satan, hast a captive lost,  
	 And Christ a subject horn.

And  c an  you  do  no th ing  to  g lo r i f y  the  Redeemer ? 
A re  you  a  p a ren t ?  Canno t  you  re commend  H im  t o 
y o u r  c h i l d r e n ?  A r e  y o u  a  m a s t e r ?  C a n n o t  y o u
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p re a ch  H im  to  you r  s e r van t s ?  A re  you  t h e  h e ad  o f 
a  f am i l y ?  Canno t  you  s ay  w i t h  Jo s hu a ,  “A s  f o r  me 
and  my  hou s e,  we  w i l l  s e r ve  t h e  Lo rd ?” A re  you  a 
ne ighbour?  Cannot  you inv i te  your  acqua in t ance s  to 
come  and  he a r  t h e  wo rd  o f  l i f e ?  A re  you  a  t r a d e s - 
m a n ?  C a n n o t  yo u  f u l f i l  t h e  p ro p h e c y :  “ H e r  m e r - 
chand i s e  and  he r  h i re  sha l l  be  ho l ine s s  to  the  Lord ; 
i t  s h a l l  no t  b e  t re a s u red  no r  l a i d  up ;  f o r  h e r  me r - 
chandise shal l  he for them that  dwel l  before the Lord, 
to  ea t  su f f i c ient ly  and for  durable  c lo th ing .” Are  you 
r i ch ?  Canno t  you  “honour  the  Lord  wi th  your  sub- 
s t a n c e,  a nd  w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  f r u i t s  o f  you r  i n c re a s e ? ” 
I n d e e d  t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  by  w h i c h  yo u  m ay  b e  s o 
u s e f u l  i n  t h e  c au s e  o f  Ch r i s t ,  a s  p rope r t y,  s i n c e  i t 
enables you to employ every kind of instrumentality.

Eve r y  one,  t h e re f o re ,  may  do  s ome th i n g ;  a nd  a l l 
may’ do much more than fear  or s loth wil l  a l low them 
t o  i m a g i n e .  T h i s  b e i n g  a d m i t t e d ,  i t  i s  h o p e d  t h a t 
no  one  wi l l  su f f e r  h i s  exer t ions  to  be  ch i l l ed  by  the 
m i s a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  a c k n ow l e d g e d  t r u t h .  “ T h e  L o rd 
ha s  p romi s ed  to  c a r r y  on  h i s  own c au se.  He  i s  ab l e 
to  do  i t ;  and  he  w i l l  do  i t .” He  wi l l—but  he  work s 
by  m e a n s ;  t h e s e  m e a n s  d i s p l ay  h i s  w i s d o m  a s  we l l 
a s  h i s  power ;  and  tho se  who love  h i s  name wi l l  de- 
sire to become instruments in his hand.

I t  i s  n e ed l e s s  t o  rema rk  how fo rc i b l y  t h i s  s ub j e c t 
bear s  upon the  Union which you have so  nobly  e s ta- 
b l i s h ed  and  ma i n t a i n ed ;  a nd  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  wh i ch , 
i f  i t  h a s  n o t  b e e n  a n swe r a b l e  t o  yo u r  w i s h e s ,  h a s 
been  su f f i c i en t  to  encourage  your  hope s  and  reward 
your exertions.

Te m p o r a l  b e n e f i c e n c e  i s  n o t  t o  b e  u n d e r va l u e d . 
Wh i l e  we  a re  i n  t h i s  va l e  o f  t e a r s  we  sh a l l  b e  pe r - 
p e t u a l l y  c a l l e d  t o  t h e  e xe r c i s e  o f  i t .  W h o  i s  n o t
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re a dy  t o  b l e s s  t h e  man  who  f e ed s  t h e  hung r y,  a nd 
clothes the naked, and heals the sick?

B u t  a f t e r  a l l ,  c h a r i t y  i s  t o  b e  e s t i m a t e d  by  t h e 
grandeur, the capacity, and the duration of its object.

N o  z e a l  t h e r e f o r e  c a n  e q u a l  t h a t  w h i c h  r e g a r d s 
the  s a lva t ion  o f  the  sou l .  Men a re  per i sh ing  for  l ack 
o f  k n ow l e d g e .  T h e  G o s p e l  i s  t h e  o n l y  r e m e d y. 
T h e re  i s  n o  a l t e r n a t i ve  b e t we e n  o u r  b e l i e f  o f  t h e 
t r u th  o f  t h e  Go spe l ,  a nd  t h e  impo r t ance  o f  i t ;  b e - 
tween our bel ief  of  i t s  impor tance, and our owning an 
ob l i g a t i on  t o  re c e ive  i t  ou r s e l ve s  a nd  e x t end  i t  t o 
others.

H ow  c o n s i s t e n t l y,  t h e r e f o r e ,  m y  U n i t e d  B r e - 
thre n,  a re  you  engaged  wh i l e  a t t empt ing  to  d i f fu s e 
i t !  A n d  t h i s  i s  y o u r  a i m — yo u r  o n l y  a i m .  Yo u r 
ob jec t  i s  not  to  make  prose ly te s ,  but  conver t s .  What 
b i go t s  magn i f y,  you  ove r look .  Whi l e  you  ho ld  your 
conv ic t ions  upon subord ina te  sub jec t s ,  your  conduct 
a s k s ,  “ W h a t  i s  t h e  c h a f f  t o  t h e  w h e a t ? ” Yo u  c o n - 
s ider  ever y  th ing a s  t r i f l ing  compared wi th  the  ever- 
l a s t ing  s a lva t ion o f  the  sou l s  o f  men.  You prac t i ca l ly 
acknowledge  tha t  the  “Kingdom o f  God i s  no t  mea t 
and  d r ink ,  bu t  r i gh t eou sne s s ,  pe ace,  and  joy  in  the 
Ho l y  Gho s t :  t h a t  i n  Ch r i s t  Je s u s  n e i t h e r  c i rcumc i - 
s ion avai leth any thing, nor uncircumcis ion, but a new 
creature.”

“ A n d  a s  m a ny  a s  wa l k  by  t h i s  r u l e ,  p e a c e  b e  o n 
them and  mercy,  and  upon  the  I s r a e l  o f  God .” May 
your  zea l  p rovoke  number s  more ;  and  s t i l l  d i s cover- 
ing the same spi r i t ,  and minding the same thing,  may 
you a t  l a s t  obta in  the  approving sentence,  thou hast 
lab ou r e d  an d  ha st  n o t  fa i n t e d .  L e t  m e  t h e r e - 
fore conclude by observing—

Fir s t ,  tha t  Chr i s t i an s  ought  not  to  th ink  mean ly  o f
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themse lves .  Thi s  remark i s  l i able  to  abuse,  and needs 
e xp l a n a t i on .  The  t h i n g  doe s  no t  s t a nd  oppo s ed  t o 
humbleness  of  mind, but to thoughtlessness  and levity. 
The re  i s  a  p e r sona l  s e l f - va l u a t i on  wh i ch  i s  c en su r - 
able ;  but  there  i s  a  re l a t ive  se l f -va lua t ion  tha t  i s  not 
on l y  a l l owab l e ,  bu t  c ommendab l e .  Fo r  i n s t a n c e .  A 
mother  ought  no t  to  f ee l  an  ind i f f e rence  to  he r s e l f : 
she  ough t  to  know tha t  he r  l i f e  i s  o f  impor t ance  to 
he r  l i t t l e  r i s i ng  cha rge.  Fo r  who  c an  f i l l  he r  p l a ce ? 
Who c an  f e e l  f o r  an  in f an t  l i ke  he r  who  bo re  i t ?— 
And this  consciousness ,  instead of inf laming her pr ide, 
w i l l  be  a  sou rce  o f  g r a t i tude,  s e l f -p re s e r va t ion ,  and 
d u t y,  A  m i n i s t e r  m a y  b e  h u m b l e  a n d  h e a ve n l y - 
minded, and long to depar t to be with Chr ist ,  which is 
f a r  be t t e r ;  bu t  when  he  looks  a round  upon h i s  peo- 
p l e ,  h e  may  f e e l  t h a t  h i s  l a bou r s  a re  d e s i r ab l e ,  and 
s ay,  To  ab i d e  i n  t h e  f l e s h  i s  mo re  need fu l  f o r  you . 
But  there  i s  no re l a t ion so  momentous  a s  tha t  which 
s ub s i s t s  b e tween  Ch r i s t  a nd  Ch r i s t i a n s .  And  i f  He 
be  d i s g r a c ed  o r  g l o r i f i e d  i n  u s—O!  how  we  ough t 
to  f ee l  the  va lue  o f  our  cha r ac t e r,  the  s a c redne s s  o f 
o u r  c o n d i t i o n ,  t h e  aw f u l n e s s  o f  o u r  d e s t i n a t i o n , 
t he  nece s s i t y  o f  s e l f - a t t en t i on ,  o f  v i g i l ance,  and  o f 
prayer!

S e c o n d l y.  I f  H e  i s  g l o r i f i e d  i n  u s ,  l e t  u s  b e  h i s 
s e r vant s ,  a t t end ing  cont inua l ly  upon th i s  ver y  th ing . 
Let  i t  be the g rand and pleas ing bus ines s  of  our l ives . 
O,  my dea r  b re th ren  in  the  min i s t r y,  and  my Chr i s - 
t i an  f r i end s ,  l e t  u s  mour n  over  the  l i t t l e  honour  we 
have  b rought  to  our  Lord  and  Sav iour.  Le t  h i s  f ame 
be  dear  to  our  hear t s .  Le t  us  never  be  sa t i s f i ed  wi th , 
the  thought  tha t  we have not  d i sg raced h im—though 
th i s  i s  a  me rcy ;  bu t  l e t  u s  be  conce r ned  to  honour 
h im;  to  honour  h im in  a l l  ou r  word s  and  work s ,  i n
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o u r  c o nve r s a t i o n  a n d  c o n d u c t ,  i n  o u r  b o d i e s  a n d 
spir its.

Need  I  s ay  how  much  He  d e s e r ve s  i t ?  You  know 
w h a t  h e  i s .  Yo u  k n o w  w h a t  h e  h a s  d o n e .  Yo u 
k n ow  w h a t  h e  i s  d o i n g .  Yo u  k n ow  h i s  p ro m i s e s . 
You know his  suf fer ings .—See him who Was r ich,  for 
you r  s a ke s  b e com ing  poo r.  S e e  h im  a  man  o f  s o r - 
r ow s  a n d  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  g r i e f .  S e e  h i m  i n  t h e 
manger; in the garden; on the cross.

See from his head, his hands, his feet 
	 Sorrow and love flow mingled down:  
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet.  
	 Or thorns compose so r ich a crown?

—Were the whole realm of nature mine,  
	 That were a present far too small;  
Love so amazing, so divine,  
	 Demands my soul, my life, my all.

Th i rd l y.  I f  Ch r i s t  i s  g l o r i f i e d  i n  h i s  p eop l e  h e re , 
how w i l l  h e  b e  g l o r i f i e d  i n  t h em he re a f t e r !  I n  t h e 
va s t n e s s  o f  t h e i r  nu m b e r ;  i n  t h e  c o m p l e t e n e s s  o f 
t h e i r  d e l i ve r a n c e ;  i n  t h e  g r a n d e u r  o f  t h e i r  e l eva - 
t i on ;  i n  t h e  be au t y  o f  t h e i r  re s i d ence ;  i n  t h e  e t e r - 
n i ty  o f  the i r  joy s—“Then sha l l  he  come to  be  g lor i - 
f i ed  in  h i s  s a in t s ,  and to  be  admired in  a l l  them tha t 
believe in that day.”

Fo u r t h l y.  L e t  t h e  w i c ke d  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  C h r i s t 
m i l  b e  g l o r i f i e d  i n  t h em .  He  w i l l  d i s p l ay  h i s  w i s - 
dom and  power  i n  mak ing  them in s t r umen t s  t o  a c - 
compl i sh  h i s  p rov ident i a l  pur pose s ;  in  tu r n ing  then- 
de s ign s  and  ac t ions  f rom the i r  na tura l  cur ren t s ,  in to 
s e c r e t  c h a n n e l s  p r e p a r e d  t o  r e c e i ve  t h e m ,  a n d  i n 
w h i c h  t h ey  w i l l  f l ow  i n t o  t h e  f u l n e s s  o f  h i m  t h a t 
f i l l e th  a l l  in  a l l .  The  wra th  o f  man sha l l  p r a i s e  h im,
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and  the  rema inde r  o f  wra th  w i l l  he  re s t r a in .  Nebu- 
chadnezzar is called his servant as well as Moses.

He  w i l l  g l o r i f y  h i s  t r u th  and  h i s  r i gh t eou sne s s  i n 
punishing them.

E i t h e r  i n  a  way  o f  m e rc y  o r  i n  a  way  o f  j u s t i c e 
he has  swor n by h imse l f ,  the  word i s  gone out  o f  h i s 
mouth ,  tha t  to  h im eve r y  knee  sha l l  bow and  eve r y 
tongue confess.

“Acqua in t  now thy se l f  w i th  h im,  and  be  a t  peace ; 
t h e re by  g o o d  s h a l l  c o m e  u n t o  t h e e .  K i s s  t h e  S o n , 
l e s t  he  be  ang r y,  and  ye  pe r i sh  f rom the  way,  when 
h i s  w r a t h  i s  k i n d l e d  b u t  a  l i t t l e .  B l e s s e d  a r e  a l l 
they that put their trust in him.” Amen.
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THE JUBILEE.
“It shall be a Jubilee unto you.”—Lev. xxv. 10.

“He tha t  winneth  sou l s  i s  wi se.” Thi s  wi sdom i s 
from above, and is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, 

e a sy  to  be  en t rea ted ,  fu l l  o f  mercy,  and  good  f r u i t s , 
w i t hou t  p a r t i a l i t y,  and  w i thou t  hypoc r i s y.  No  pe r - 
son ever  pos se s sed more of  th i s  exce l lency than Paul . 
Hi s  p r udence  appea r s  in  the  s e l ec t ion  and  va r i a t ion 
o f  t h e  m e a n s  h e  e m p l oye d  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  h i s  e n d . 
He  con s i d e red  t h e  c i rcums t anc e s ,  t h e  t empe r s ,  t h e 
p re jud i c e s  o f  h i s  he a re r s .  He  add re s s ed  eve r y  p r in - 
c i p l e ,  a nd  eve r y  p a s s i on  o f  human  n a t u re .  He  re a - 
s oned ;  he  dec l a imed .  He  rep roved ;  he  admon i shed ; 
h e  wa r n ed ;  h e  e n cou r a g ed .  He  co mpa s s e d  s e a  a n d 
l and  to  fu r n i sh  h imse l f  w i th  i l l u s t r a t ion s  and  a s s i s t - 
ance.  He bor rowed f rom the  in s t i tu t ions  o f  Juda i sm. 
H e  b o r rowe d  f ro m  t h e  u s a g e s  o f  H e a t h e n i s m .  H e 
b o r rowe d  f ro m  t h e  m a n n e r s  o f  t h e  a g e .  H e  b o r - 
rowed  f rom the  f e s t ive  g ame s .—Not  a  wre s t l i r i g  o r 
a  r a c e  p a s s e d  by  u n n o t i c e d ,  o r  u n i m p rove d . — A ny 
o c c u r r e n c e ,  h oweve r  a c c i d e n t a l  o r  t r a n s i t o r y,  h e 
s e i z e d ,  t o  g u i d e  t h e  a t t e n t i on  wh i c h  i t  awa ke n ed , 
to some wise and important purpose—

“And as a bird each fond endearment tr ies,  
To tempt its new-fledg’d offspr ing to the skies;  
He tr ied each art, reprov’d each dull delay,  
Allur’d to brighter worlds, and led the way.”

He a r  h i s  own  l a ngu ag e—“Though  I  b e  f r e e  f rom 
a l l  men,  yet  have I  made myse l f  ser vant  unto a l l ,  that 
I  may  g a i n  t h e  mo re.  And  un to  t h e  Jew s  I  b e c ame
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a s  a  Jew,  t h a t  I  m i gh t  g a i n  t h e  Jew s ;  t o  t h em  t h a t 
a r e  u n d e r  t h e  l aw,  a s  u n d e r  t h e  l aw,  t h a t  I  m i g h t 
g a in  them tha t  a re  unde r  t he  l aw ;  t o  them tha t  a re 
wi thout  l aw,  a s  wi thout  l aw,  (be ing  not  wi thout  l aw 
to  God ,  bu t  unde r  the  l aw  to  Chr i s t , )  t h a t  I  m igh t 
g a i n  t h e m  t h a t  a r e  w i t h o u t  l aw.  To  t h e  we a k  b e - 
c ame  I  a s  we ak ,  t h a t  I  m i gh t  g a i n  t h e  we ak :  I  am 
made a l l  th ings  to  a l l  men,  tha t  I  might  by a l l  means 
save some.”

My brethren,  your  preacher  does  not  intend a  com- 
par i son so high;  but  he wishes  to fee l  the s t imulus  of 
an example so excel lent.  He does not chal lenge praise; 
bu t  he  hope s  f o r  app roba t ion .  I f  Pau l  be  wor thy  o f 
imi t a t ion ,  he  i s  more  than  ju s t i f i ed  in  the  cho ice  o f 
h i s  s ub j e c t  t h i s  even ing .  A s  ou r  vene r ab l e  and  v i r - 
tuou s  Sove re ign  en te r s  the  f i f t i e th  yea r  o f  h i s  re i gn 
o n  We d n e s d ay  n e x t ,  a n  o b s e r va n c e  i s  i n t e n d e d — 
c a l l e d  Ju b i l e e ;  a n d  yo u r  p re a c h e r  i s  g o i n g  t o  l e a d 
back your minds to the or ig in of the name. His design 
i s  not  to  indu lge  in  app laud ing  or  censur ing  the  ap- 
po i n t ed  f e s t iv i t y,  bu t  t o  en ab l e  you  t o  imp rove  i t , 
especially by aiding religious reflection.

L e t  m e  e x p l a i n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  Ju b i l e e — m a ke 
some remarks  on the  des ign of  i t—and examine what 
there  i s  in  the  Gospe l  to  cor re spond wi th  i t .  Cons i - 
der  what  I  s ay,  and  the  Lord  g ive  you under s t and ing 
in all things.

I .  I t  i s  h a rd l y  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t a ke  u p  a ny  o f  yo u r 
t ime  by  i nqu i r i ng  a f t e r  t h e  e t ymo logy  o f  t h e  wo rd 
Ju b i l e e ;  i n  H e b r ew,  Jo b e l .  I t  s i g n i f i e s ,  a c c o rd i n g 
to  some Rabb in s ,  a  r am’s  hor n ,  wi th  which  the  f e s - 
t i v a l  wa s  p ro c l a i m e d .  B u t  h ow,  a s k s  t h e  l e a r n e d 
Ca lmet ,  cou ld  a  r am’s  hor n ,  which i s  c rooked,  so l id ,
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and  no t  ho l low,  be  u sed  a s  a  t r umpet ?  I t  wa s  the re- 
f o re  p rob ab l y,  s ay s  h e ,  a  t r umpe t  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  a 
r a m ’s  h o r n .  O t h e r s  d e r i ve  Jo b e l  f ro m  Ju b a l ,  w h o 
wa s  t h e  i nven to r  o f  mu s i c a l  i n s t r umen t s ;  a nd  s up - 
po se  tha t  the  yea r  wa s  named  a f t e r  h im,  becau se,  i t 
was  a  year  o f  re jo ic ing ,  o f  which mus ic  i s  commonly 
a n  emb l em :  o r  b e c au s e  i t  wa s  u s h e red  i n  w i t h  t h e 
s ound  o f  mu s i c  t h rough  t he  who l e  l a nd .  Ho t t i nge r 
i s  o f  op in ion ,  tha t  Jobe l  does  not  s ign i fy  the  in s t r u- 
men t ,  bu t  t h e  no i s e  i t  made ;  a nd  t h a t  t h e  wo rd  i s 
inven ted  to  imi t a t e  the  sound .  Pa t r i ck  e spouse s  th i s 
sent iment ;  and ju s t i f i e s  i t  by  a  re fe rence  to  the  pa s s- 
ove r ,  w h i c h  wa s  c a l l e d  Pe s a c h ,  f r o m  t h e  a n g e l ’s 
p a s s ing  ove r  the  I s r a e l i t e s ,  when  he  s l ew the  Egyp- 
t i a n s .  T h e re  i s  a n o t h e r  c o n j e c t u r e ,  s ay s  J e n n i n g s , 
mu c h  m o re  p ro b a b l e ,  a n d  w h i c h  s u p p o s e s  t h a t  i t 
c ome s  f rom  t h e  ve r b  Hob i l ,  t o  b r i n g  o r  c a l l  b a ck , 
becau se  then  eve r y  th ing  wa s  re s to red .  Accord ing ly, 
t h e  S ep tu ag i n t  rende r s  i t  rem i s s i on ; *  and  Jo s ephu s 
says it signifies liberty.†

The  l e a r n ed  a re  no t  mo re  a g re ed  conce r n i ng  t h e 
p e r i od  i n  wh i ch  t h e  Jub i l e e  wa s  c e l e b r a t e d .  Whe- 
ther i t  was observed every for ty-ninth or f i f t ieth year, 
i s  a  qu e s t i on  on  e a ch  s i d e  o f  wh i ch  t h e  a dvoc a t e s 
s e e m  e q u a l l y  n u m e ro u s  a n d  e m i n e n t .  I  s h a l l  n o t 
t ro u b l e  yo u  w i t h  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i ve  a r g u m e n t s ;  bu t 
on ly  remark ,  tha t  the  au thor s  o f  the  Unive r s a l  Hi s - 
to r y  have  endeavoured  to  reconc i l e  the se  two op in- 
ion s ,  by  ob se r v ing ,  th a t  a s  the  Jub i l e e  began  in  the 
f i r s t  month  o f  the  c iv i l  yea r,  which  was  the  s even th 
mon th  o f  t h e  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l ,  i t  m i gh t  b e  s a i d  t o  b e 
ei ther the for ty-ninth or the f i f t ie th,  according as  the 
one or the other of these computations is followed.

* afesij.	† eleuqrian.
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For  a  genera l  account  o f  th i s  ord inance  I  re fe r  you 
to  the  charge  which God gave  to  Moses  a t  the  in s t i - 
t u t i on .  “ And  t hou  s h a l t  numbe r  s even  s a bb a t h s  o f 
ye a r s  u n t o  t h e e ,  s eve n  t i m e s  s eve n  ye a r s ;  a n d  t h e 
s p a c e  o f  t h e  s even  s a bb a t h s  o f  ye a r s  s h a l l  b e  u n t o 
t h e e  f o r t y  a n d  n i n e  ye a r s .  T h e n  s h a l t  t h o u  c a u s e 
t h e  t r umpe t  o f  t h e  Jub i l e e  t o  s ound ,  on  t h e  t e n t h 
d ay  o f  t he  s even th  mon th ,  i n  the  d ay  o f  a tonemen t 
sha l l  ye  make the  t r umpet  sound throughout  a l l  your 
l and .  And ye  sha l l  ha l low the  f i f t i e th  yea r,  and  p ro- 
c l a i m  l i b e r t y  t h ro u g h o u t  a l l  t h e  l a n d  u n t o  a l l  t h e 
i nh ab i t an t s  t h e reo f ;  i t  s h a l l  b e  a  Jub i l e e  un to  you ; 
and  ye  s h a l l  re t u r n  eve r y  man  un to  h i s  po s s e s s i on , 
a n d  ye  s h a l l  r e t u r n  eve r y  m a n  u n t o  h i s  f a m i l y.  A 
Jub i l ee  sha l l  th a t  f i f t i e th  yea r  be  un to  you ;  ye  sha l l 
not  sow,  ne i ther  reap  tha t  which g roweth o f  i t se l f  in 
i t ,  nor  ga ther  the  g rapes  in  i t  o f  thy  v ine  undre s sed . 
Fo r  i t  i s  t h e  Jub i l e e ;  i t  s h a l l  b e  ho l y  un to  you :  ye 
sha l l  ea t  the  increa se  thereof  out  o f  the  f i e ld .  In  the 
year  of  thi s  Jubi lee ye sha l l  retur n every man unto his 
po s s e s s ion .” Le t  u s  a r r ange  and  exp l a in  the  conten t s 
of this statement.

The Jub i l ee  was  a  sea son o f  re l axa t ion ,  repose,  and 
p l ea su re.  The  f i r s t  n ine  day s  were  spen t  in  f e s t iv i t y. 
The  peop le  indu lged  in  eve r y  k ind  o f  l awfu l  mi r th . 
They wore crowns on their  heads ,  and decorated their 
g a r m e n t s  w i t h  f l owe r s .  D u r i n g  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f 
the  s e a son  no  s e r v i l e  work  wa s  done.  There  wa s  no 
p l o u g h i n g ,  o r  s ow i n g .  T h e  e a r t h  s p o n t a n e o u s l y 
y i e l d e d  h e r  i n c r e a s e ,  a n d  o f  t h e  p ro d u c e  a l l  we re 
a l l owe d  t o  p a r t a ke .  T h e  p ro p r i e t o r  o f  a  f i e l d ,  o r 
a  v ineya rd ,  had  no  more  c l a im to  the  g r ape s  o r  the 
co r n  t h an  h i s  poo r  n e i ghbou r.  They  h ad  a l l  t h i ng s 
common.
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The  Jub i l e e  announced ,  re l e a s e  f rom bondage.  A l l 
s l aves  were  f ree,  wi th  the i r  wives  and chi ldren.  They 
who  had  renounced  the  p r iv i l e ge  g iven  to  them by 
the  s abba t i c a l  ye a r,  o f  re cove r ing  the i r  l i b e r t y,  and 
whose ear s  had been bored in token of  per petua l  ser- 
v i t ude,  we re  emanc ip a t ed  f rom the i r  ma s t e r s .  Even 
a l l  f o re i gn  s l ave s  en joyed  the  s ame  p r iv i l e ge  o f  ex - 
empt ion,  and could  not  be  deta ined another  moment 
in vassalage.

T h e  Ju b i l e e  p ro c l a i m e d  t h e  r e m i s s i o n  o f  d e b t s , 
whe the r  sma l l  o r  g rea t ,  l a t e l y  con t r ac t ed  o r  o f  long 
s t a nd i ng .  I t  a r re s t e d  t h e  a r m  o f  t h e  me rc i l e s s  c re - 
di tor,  who was taking his  fe l low by the throat ,  saying. 
Pay  me  tha t  thou  owe s t .  I t  h a s t i l y  opened  the  door 
of  the dungeon,  and per mit ted the l ight  of  heaven to 
vi s i t  the wretch immured in the cold and gloomy pr i- 
son; s truck off  his  fet ter s ;  and led him for th to his  re- 
lations and fr iends, anxious to hail him on his release.

The  Jub i l e e  c au s ed  t h e  l o s t  i nhe r i t a n c e  t o  reve r t 
t o  t he  o r i g i n a l  owne r.  The  s a l e  o f  h i s  e s t a t e  cou ld 
on ly  ex t end  to  the  a r r iva l  o f  th i s  pe r iod :  bu t  the re 
was  no wrong done in  th i s  ca se  to  the purchaser,  be- 
c au s e  t he  t ime  o f  re s t i t u t i on  wa s  f i xed  and  known , 
a nd  h e  bough t  a c co rd i ng l y.  The  j oy  o f  re cove r y  i s 
more l ive ly  and intense  than the ca lm sa t i s f ac t ion re- 
su l t i ng  f rom un in t e r r up t ed  po s s e s s i on .  Th ing s  mos t 
power fu l l y  s t r i ke  u s  when  they  a re  v i ewed  and  f e l t 
in  cont r a s t .  I t  i s  the  want  tha t  t e ache s  u s  the  wor th 
o f  o u r  e n j oy m e n t s .  B e h o l d  a n  I s r a e l i t e ,  w h o  h a d 
been  reduced  to  the  cond i t ion  o f  a  s t r ange r  even  in 
h i s  own l and ;  who had  wa lked  l ike  an  a l i en  in  s i gh t 
o f  a  house,  and by  the  s ide  o f  a  f i e ld  and a  v ineyard 
wh i ch  he  once  c a l l e d  h i s  own—wi th  wha t  p l e a su re 
would  he  fee l  h imse l f  re in s t a ted  in to  h i s  pa t r imonia l
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he r i t a ge !  Lec tu red  and  p repa red  by  a l l  t he  t r i a l s  o f 
i n d i g e n c e ,  a n d  e x i l e ,  a n d  u n c e r t a i n t y ;  w i t h  w h a t 
g ra t i tude  would  he  exu l t ,  “The  l ine s  a re  f a l l en  unto 
me in pleasant places; yea, I have a goodly heritage!”

The re  i s  a no th e r  c i r cums t an c e  wh i ch  mu s t  by  no 
m e a n s  b e  o m i t t e d .  I t  i s  t h e  s o l e m n i t y  t h a t  i m m e - 
d i a t e l y  p re c eded  t h e  Jub i l e e .  To r  you  w i l l  r emem- 
b e r  t h a t  t h e  p ro c l ama t i on  wa s  made  on  t h e  d ay  o f 
a t onemen t .  A s  s oon  a s  t h e  v i c t im  o f  exp i a t i on  wa s 
o f f e r e d ,  a n d  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  wa s  m a d e  f o r  t h e  s i n s 
o f  t he  peop l e—then ,  and  no t  be fo re,  wa s  t he  com- 
mand g iven to  the  pr ie s t s  to  blow.  They s tood ready 
w i t h  t h e  t r u m p e t s  i n  t h e i r  h a n d s ,  a n d  t h e i r  f a c e s 
tu r ned  toward s  the  ea s t  and  the  wes t ,  the  nor th  and 
the  sou th ,  wa i t i ng  the  s i gna l :  and  no  soone r  wa s  i t 
g iven ,  t h an  the i r  s ound  wen t  i n to  a l l  t he  l and ,  and 
t h e  j oy f u l  i n t e l l i g e n c e  wa s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  eve r y  r e - 
gion, and in every village.

F rom th i s  rep re s en t a t i on  i t  a ppe a r s  t h a t  t h e  Jub i - 
l e e  mus t  h ave  been  an  even t  o f  pecu l i a r  i n t e re s t  t o 
the Jews: and we proceed,

I I .  To  make  a  f ew  rema rk s  upon  the  de s i gn  o f  i t . 
Our ignorance of  a  per iod so remote,  and of  a  people 
s o  p e cu l i a r ,  w i l l  no t  a l l ow  o f  ou r  a pp re c i a t i n g  t h e 
impor t ance  o f  such  an  in s t i tu t ion  in  eve r y  in s t ance. 
We do not  the re fore  p re tend  to  deve lope  a l l  the  ad- 
va n t a g e s  a t t a c h e d  t o  i t :  bu t  i t  i s  e a s y  t o  s e e  t h a t , 
w h e t h e r  i t  b e  e x a m i n e d  w i t h  r e g a rd  t o  h u m a n i t y, 
policy, or rel ig ion, i t  wil l  be found to possess no small 
degree of utility.

F i r s t .  C o n s i d e r e d  h u m a n e l y ,  i t  w a s  i m p o r t a n t . 
I t  had  a  merc i fu l  and k ind a spec t  on the  lower  ranks 
o f  l i f e ,  a n d  wo u l d  t e n d  t o  ke e p  t h e i r  s p i r i t s  f ro m
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b e i n g  b ro ke n ,  d e p re s s e d ,  d e g r a d e d .  W h o  c a n  b e a r 
eve r l a s t i n g  a pp l i c a t i on ,  o r  hope l e s s  f a t i gue ?  I n c e s - 
s an t  and  unvar i ed  to i l  f rom day  to  day,  f rom yea r  to 
ye a r ,  a n n i h i l a t e s  a l l  s e n s e  o f  p e r s o n a l  d i g n i t y.  I t 
bruta l i ze s  the mind by a  cons tancy and uni for mity  of 
low impre s s ion s .  Noth ing  occur s  to  remind  the  man 
t h a t  h e  i s  a  r a t i o n a l  a n d  i m m o r t a l  b e i n g .  E ve r y 
moment  be ing  neces s a r i ly  demanded for  the  c rav ings 
o f  the  body,  the  sou l  i s  neg lec ted  t i l l  i t  i s  forgot ten . 
Hab i t s  a re  g ene r a t ed  s o  p e r f e c t l y  ma t e r i a l ,  t h a t  h e 
becomes  incapab l e  o f  eve r y  men t a l  e f fo r t ,  and  dead 
to  eve r y  g lowing  pu r po s e :  a t  b e s t  he  i s  t he  sub j e c t 
o f  a  s u l l e n  q u i e t u d e ,  o r  a  c h e e r l e s s  c o n t e n t m e n t . 
The re  i s  no th i ng  s o  p rovok ing  t o  God ,  who  i s  t h e 
l ove l y  Fa the r  o f  a l l  mank ind ,  a s  t he  opp re s s i on  and 
m i s e r y  o f  t h e  poo r  and  needy :  “Fo r  t h e  s i gh ing  o f 
t h e  p o o r,  f o r  t h e  c r y i n g  o f  t h e  n e e d y,  n ow  w i l l  I 
a r i s e ,  s a i t h  t h e  Lo rd ,  now  w i l l  I  s h ew  my s e l f .” “ I t 
i s  not  o f  the  Lord tha t  the  people  l abour  in  the  f i re, 
a n d  we a r y  t h e m s e l ve s  f o r  ve r y  v a n i t y.” I t  i s  t h e 
p lea sure  o f  the  Almighty  tha t  man shou ld  have  some 
a c t ive  emp loymen t .  I t  i s  t h e  l aw  o f  h i s  c re a t i on .  A 
par t icu la r  neces s i ty  indeed f a l l s  on h im as  the  conse- 
quence  o f  s i n :  “Cur s ed  i s  t h e  g round  f o r  t hy  s ake ; 
in  sor row sha l t  thou ea t  o f  i t  a l l  the  days  o f  thy l i fe ; 
tho r n s  a l so  and  th i s t l e s  sh a l l  i t  b r ing  fo r th  to  thee ; 
a nd  t hou  s h a l t  e a t  o f  t h e  h e r b  o f  t h e  f i e l d ;  i n  t h e 
sweat of  thy f ace shal t  thou eat  bread,  t i l l  thou retur n 
u n t o  t h e  g r o u n d .” B u t  h e  w h o  p ro n o u n c e d  t h i s 
cur se  i s  a  f a the r  a s  we l l  a s  a  sovere ign .  In  the  mid s t 
o f  j u d g m e n t  h e  r e m e m b e r s  m e rc y.  H e  r e n d e r s  t h e 
ob l i g a t i on  to  wh i ch  we  have  sub j e c t ed  ou r s e l ve s ,  a 
phy s i c a l  and  a  mora l  b l e s s ing :  and  he  l imi t s  the  de- 
g ree,  and  the  ex ten t  o f  the  obl iga t ion  i t s e l f .  He  or-
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d a i n s  l a b o u r ,  b u t  n e v e r  d e s i g n e d  t h a t  a b s o l u t e 
d r u d g e r y  s h o u l d  b e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  a c q u i r e  a  p i t i f u l 
s u b s i s t e n c e .  H e  h a s  p r e p a r e d  o f  h i s  g o o d n e s s  f o r 
the  poor ;  and  h i s  de s i gn s  a re  g r a c iou s ,  though  men 
p e r ve r t  t h em .  Thu s ,—He  g ave  t h e  Jew s  o c c a s i on a l 
re l axa t ion  and  e a s e.  He  a l l owed  them t ime  fo r  re s t , 
a nd  re f l e c t i on .  He  re s i gned  t h em one  d ay  i n  eve r y 
s even  d ay s ,  one  ye a r  i n  eve r y  s even  ye a r s ;  and  one 
year  in  ever y f i f ty  year s ,  in  addi t ion to both—dur ing 
w h i c h ,  t h ey  c o u l d  w i p e  t h e i r  b row s ,  u n l o a d  t h e i r 
h e av y  bu rd e n s ,  a n d  a t t e n d  t o  t h e i r  p e r s o n s ,  t h e i r 
children, and the book of God.

S e c o n d l y.  C o n s i d e r e d  p o l i t i c a l l y ,  i t  wa s  i m p o r t - 
ant.

S l ave s  f o r  c e r t a i n  re a son s  we re  a l l owed  unde r  t he 
Jewi sh  d i spensa t ion ;  but ,  by  th i s  l aw,  what  was  to le- 
r a t e d  wa s  qu a l i f i e d ,  a nd  p e r p e t u a l  s l ave r y  wa s  p re - 
vented.

In  eve r y  we l l -o rde red  s t a t e  i t  w i l l  be  an  ob j ec t  to 
f ix those who res ide in i t ,  not by necess i ty,  but choice 
and  p re f e rence.  The  s e c re t  t o  p reven t  a t  once  emi - 
g ra t ion  and  d i s a f f ec t ion ,  i s  to  cau se  some f lower s  to 
s p r i n g  up  a round  t h e  co t t a g e ,  howeve r  humbl e ;  t o 
keep  t he  s o i l  f rom becoming  b a r ren  and  d re a r y ;  t o 
s e cu re  s ome  en joymen t s ,  s ome  advan t age s  t h a t  w i l l 
r e n d e r  t h e  i d e a  o f  h o m e  e s t i m a b l e  a n d  a t t r a c t i ve ; 
and  make  the  ind iv idua l  f ee l  an  in te re s t  which  he  i s 
unwi l l ing  to  re s ign ,  and de te r mined to  de fend .  Tha t 
wh ich  we  have  a  p ropr i e ty  in ,  we  s e ldom d i s rega rd . 
— T h i s  wa s  t h e  c a s e  w i t h  t h e  Jew s .  T h e  p rov i s i o n 
o f  Jub i l e e  a t t a ched  them to  the i r  own coun t r y,  and 
the i r  n a t ive  s o i l .  They  v i ewed  w i th  vene r a t i on  and 
a f f e c t i on  t he  e s t a t e s  t h a t  h ad  de s c ended  f rom the i r 
ancestor s ,  and were to be continued to their  poster i ty.
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E ve n  w h e n  t h ey  h a d  n o  s h a r e  i n  p o s s e s s i o n ,  t h ey 
h a d  o n e  i n  r e m e m b r a n c e ;  t h ey  h a d  o n e  i n  h o p e ; 
a n d  c o u l d  n eve r  f e e l  d e t a c h e d  f ro m  t h e  c o m m o n - 
wealth of Israel.

T h e  l e ve l l i n g  o f  p ro p e r t y  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  a n d  a b - 
su rd .  Ye t  a  s t a t e  i s  neve r  i n  a  p ro spe rou s  cond i t i on 
when the  communi ty  i s  d iv ided  be tween  two c l a s s e s 
on ly,  the  ve r y  r i ch ,  and  the  ve r y  poor :  and  the  va r i - 
ous  inter media te  deg rees  that  cons t i tute  the s t rength, 
the  happ ines s ,  the  g lor y  o f  a  count r y  d i s appear.  The 
l aw o f  Jub i l ee  p reven ted  a t  once  ab j ec t  pove r ty  and 
exce s s ive  a ccumul a t ion  o f  wea l th .  I t  wa s  impos s ib l e 
f o r  a ny  t o  g a i n  ve r y  l a r g e  p o s s e s s i o n s ,  e i t h e r  by 
u s u r p a t i o n ,  m o r t g a g e ,  p u r c h a s e ,  o r  h e i r s h i p.  T h e 
t endency  to  depa r tu re  f rom the  o r i g ina l  med ium o f 
e s t a te,  both  in  de f i c iency  and exce s s ,  was  sea sonably 
c h e c ke d ,  a n d  t h e  b a l a n c e  r e s t o r e d .  We  r e a d  t h a t 
someth ing  l ike  th i s  wa s  e s t abl i shed  among the  Lace- 
daemonian s  by  the i r  f amous  l eg i s l a to r  Lycurgu s .  He 
no t  on l y  b an i s h ed  s l ave r y,  bu t  i n s t i t u t ed  a  k i nd  o f 
e qu a l i t y,  o r  r a t h e r  med i o c r i t y  o f  f o r t un e .  H i s  e n - 
deavour  was ,  a s  f a r  a s  he was  able,  to  h inder  any one 
f rom becoming too power fu l ,  o r  too  r i ch .  Such was . 
the  de s i gn  o f  the  o s t r a c i sm which  he  in t roduced .  I t 
cons i s t ed  in  expe l l ing  c i t i zen s  whose  wea l th  and  in- 
f luence  rendered  the i r  agg rand izement  pre jud ic i a l  to 
the  s t a te.  A s imi l a r  p l an  a l so  was  p roposed  by  S to lo. 
To repres s  the avar ice of  the o ld Romans ,  he made a . 
l aw which forbade any par t icu la r  per son f rom hav ing 
more  t h an  f ive  hund red  a c re s  o f  l a nd .  F r audu l ence 
soon des t royed th i s  wi se  cons t i tu t ion;  and he h imse l f 
was condemned for violating his own statute.

B u t  t o  r e t u r n .  N e ve r  wa s  t h e r e  a  p e o p l e  u p o n 
e a r th  so  s e cu re  o f  t he i r  l i b e r t y  and  p rope r t y  a s  t he
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I s r a e l i t e s  we re ;  f o r  wh i l e  t hey  we re  p ro t e c t ed  f rom 
t h e  i nva s i o n  o f  t h e i r  e n e m i e s  by  t h e  p ro m i s e  a n d 
p rov i d e n c e  o f  G o d ,  by  t h e  Ju b i l e e  t h ey  we re  n o t 
su f f e red  to  lo s e  the s e  p r iv i l ege s ,  even  by  the i r  own 
follies and vices, unless partially and for a time.

Th i rd l y.  Con s i d e red  r e l i g i o u s l y ,  i t  wa s  impo r t a n t . 
I t  e s t ab l i shed  the  d iv ine  au thor i t y  o f  Mose s—i t  ve- 
r i f i ed  the  p rophec i e s  w i th  reg a rd  to  the  de s c en t  o f 
t h e  M e s s i a h — i t  wa s  t y p i c a l  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  d i s - 
pensation.

I t  e s t a b l i s h ed  t h e  d iv i n e  au tho r i t y  o f  Mo s e s .  Fo r 
we  may  bo ld ly  a f f i r m tha t  no  l eg i s l a to r,  un le s s  con- 
s c i ou s  o f  b e i ng  d iv i n e l y  i n s p i red ,  wou l d  eve r  h ave 
c o m m i t t e d  h i m s e l f  by  e n a c t i n g  s u c h  a  l aw.  I t  wa s 
f ounded  on  a  s t and ing  m i r a c l e .  I t  f o rb ade  a l l  a g r i - 
c u l t u r a l  p r o c e s s ,  o n  t h e  a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  t h e  ye a r 
p re ced ing  shou ld  rende r  i t  need l e s s ,  by  y i e l d ing  an 
abundance  su f f i c i en t  to  an swer  i t s  demands  w i thou t 
t i l l a g e .  Fo r  t h i s  d o u b l e  p ro d u c e  i n  o n e  s e a s o n  h e 
p l e d g e d  h i m s e l f .  Wo u l d  a n  i m p o s t o r  h a ve  d o n e 
t h i s ?  H ow  e a s i l y  wo u l d  h e  h a ve  b e e n  d e t e c t e d ! 
Had  h i s  a s s e r t i on  b e en  f a l s e ,  a  p eop l e  s o  p rone  t o 
r e b e l ,  a n d  s o  g ove r n e d  b y  p r e s e n t  a p p e a r a n c e s , 
wou l d  n eve r  h ave  s ubmi t t e d  t o  t h e  l o s s  o f  a  ye a r ’s 
p roduc e ,  n e i t h e r  wou l d  t h e  po s s e s s o r s  o f  a c qu i re d 
e s t a t e s  h a ve  r e s i g n e d  t h e m .  T h e i r  o b e d i e n c e  i n 
s u ch  c i r c ums t an c e s  a bund an t l y  p rove s  t h e  t r u t h  o f 
his claims.

I t  ve r i f i e d  t h e  p rophec i e s  w i t h  re g a rd  t o  t h e  d e - 
s c e n t  o f  t h e  M e s s i a h .  I t  r e n d e r e d  n e c e s s a r y  t h e 
c o n t i nu a n c e  o f  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  eve r y  t r i b e  a n d 
f am i l y ;  t h i s  p re s e r ved  t h e i r  g ene a l og i e s  s e cu re  and 
c l e a r,  and  thu s  u l t ima t e l y,  and  no  doub t  i n t en t ion- 
a l l y,  i t  s e r ved  to  a sce r t a in  the  b i r th  o f  our  Lord  and
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S av iou r  f rom the  t r i b e  o f  Jud ah ,  and  t h e  f am i l y  o f 
Dav id .  I ndeed ,  eve r y  d i s p en s a t i on  o f  d iv i ne  P rov i - 
dence  or  g race  f rom the  beg inn ing  o f  the  wor ld ,  re- 
g a r d e d  t h e  c o m i n g  o f  t h e  M e s s i a h ,  a n d  i s s u e d  i n 
“the fulness of him that filleth all in all.”

F i n a l l y,  i t  wa s  a  t y p e  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  d i s p e n s a - 
t ion.  Observe,  my brethren,  the words  of  the Apost le 
t o  t h e  H e b r e w s — “ G o d ,” s a y s  h e ,  “ h a s  p r ov i d e d 
some bet ter  th ing for  us ,  that  they without  us  should 
n o t  b e  m a d e  p e r f e c t .” H e r e  h e  c o m p a r e s  t h e  l aw 
wi th  the  Gospe l ,  and  reminds  u s  tha t  the  one  i s  su- 
p e r i o r  t o  t h e  o t h e r,  ye a ,  t h a t  t h e  one  i s  t h e  com- 
p l e t i on  o f  t h e  o t h e r.  Jud a i sm  w i t hou t  Ch r i s t i a n i t y 
wou ld  h ave  been  de f e c t ive—a s  a  d awn  w i thou t  t h e 
d ay ;  and  i t  wou ld  h ave  been  un in t e re s t i ng  and  un- 
in t e l l i g ib l e—l ike  an  a l l ego r y  wi thou t  the  c lue,  o r  a 
pre f igura t ion wi thout  the  rea l i ty.  The var ious  u sage s 
and  i n s t i t u t i on s  o f  t h e  c e remon i a l  e conomy  de r ive 
t h e i r  s i gn i f i c ancy,  t h e i r  va l u e,  t h e i r  p e r f e c t i o n  f rom 
re fe rence—they  were  a l l  “ shadows  o f  good th ing s  to 
come,  but  the  body  i s  Chr i s t .” Thi s  render s  the  Old 
Te s t ament  so  de l i gh t fu l  and  ed i f y ing  to  a  Chr i s t i an . 
By means  o f  the  subsequent  exp lanat ions  o f  the  New 
Tes tament  wr i te r s ,  he  can go back and compare  pro- 
mi se  wi th  accompl i shment ,  the  f i gure  wi th  the  sub- 
s tance.  He can read the g lor y of  h i s  Redeemer in the 
pat r i a rcha l  d igni ty,  in  the prophet ica l  wi sdom, in  the 
p r i e s t l y  s a n c t i t y,  i n  t h e  k i n g l y  d o m i n i o n .  H e  c a n 
f ind him in the suf fer ings  and e levat ion of  Joseph,  in 
the  s p l endour  o f  So lomon ,  i n  the  bu r i a l  and  re su r - 
re c t i on  o f  Jonah .  He  c an  s e e  h im a s  t he  b re ad  th a t 
c ame  down f rom heaven  in  the  manna ;  a s  the  wa te r 
of  l i fe  in the s t reams that  f lowed from the rock in the 
wi lde r ne s s ;  a s  an  o f f e r ing  fo r  s in  in  the  s l augh te red



356	 the jubilee�

356

bu l l ock  o r  b l e ed ing  l amb.  In  the  b r a zen  s e r pen t  he 
b eho l d s  h im  a s  d y i n g  on  t h e  c ro s s ,  “ t h a t  whoeve r 
be l i eve th  on h im sha l l  not  per i sh ,  but  have  ever l a s t - 
i ng  l i f e .” He  mee t s  h im ,  he  he a r s  h im  i n  t h e  Jub i - 
l e e .  I t  i s  i n  a l l u s i o n  t o  t h i s  s e a s o n  t h a t  o u r  L o rd 
e x p r e s s e s  h i m s e l f ,  i n  t h e  wo r d s  o f  I s a i a h — “ T h e 
sp i r i t  o f  the  Lord God i s  upon me:  because  the  Lord 
h a t h  ano in t ed  me  t o  p re a ch  good  t i d i ng s  un to  t h e 
m e e k ;  h e  h a t h  s e n t  m e  t o  b i n d  u p  t h e  b r o k e n - 
hea r ted ,  to  p roc l a im l ibe r ty  to  the  cap t ive s ,  and  the 
open i ng  o f  t h e  p r i s on  t o  t h em  t h a t  a re  bound ;  to 
proclaim the acceptable year of the lord.”

Let us therefore

I I I .  Inqu i re  wha t  the re  i s  i n  the  Gospe l  t o  co r re - 
s p o n d  w i t h  t h e  Ju b i l e e .  I  a m  s o r r y  t o  b e  o b l i g e d 
t o  r e m a r k ,  t h a t  t h e  f i g u r a t i ve  l a n g u a g e  o f  d i v i n e 
r eve l a t i on  h a s  b e en  f r e qu en t l y  a bu s e d  by  v i o l e n c e 
a n d  d e b a s e d  by  l i t t l e n e s s .  E x p o s i t o r s  a n d  p r e a c h - 
e r s  h ave  too  common ly  suppo sed  th a t  a  con fo r mi t y 
wa s  t o  b e  s o u g h t  f o r  i n  e ve r y  a t t r i b u t e ,  a n d  i n 
eve r y  c i rcums t an c e  o f  t h e  s ub j e c t .  Whe re a s ,  a  re a l 
a nd  s t r i k i n g  d e g re e  o f  s im i l i t u d e  i s  a l l  t h a t  i s  r e - 
qu i re d  i n  a ny  w r i t e r ;  a nd  t h e  s ame  w i l l  ho l d  w i t h 
reg a rd  to  the  me t aphor s ,  p a r ab l e s ,  and  t ype s  o f  t he 
Sc r ip ture.  Thi s  be ing  premi sed ,  we a re  not  a f r a id  to 
b r i n g  t h e  Jub i l e e  a nd  t h e  Go sp e l  t og e t h e r.  A  ve r y 
s up e r f i c i a l  e x am in a t i on  w i l l  d e c i d e  t h a t  t h e re  i s  a 
wonderful analogy between them.

D id  t h e  Jub i l e e  a f f o rd  re s t ?  Th i s  t h e  Go sp e l  r e a - 
l i z e s .  I t  c a l l s  u s  t o  c e a s e  f rom  Jew i s h  c e remo n i e s , 
f rom super s t i t ious  r i te s ,  f rom s l av i sh  fear s ,  f rom per- 
p lex ing  anx ie t i e s ,  f rom wor ld ly  d i squ ie tudes .  I t  t e l l s 
u s  t h a t  a l l  t h i n g s  a r e  n ow  r e a d y,  a n d  t h a t  we  a r e
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welcome to par take of  the common sa lvat ion of  God’s 
people.  The Chr i s t i an thus  f inds  h imse l f  ble s sed with 
a l l  s p i r i t u a l  b l e s s i n g s  i n  h e aven l y  p l a c e s  i n  Ch r i s t , 
a nd  by  be l i ev ing  en t e r s  i n to  re s t .  He  con f i d e s  a l s o 
i n  h i s  p rov i d e n c e .  H e  k n ow s  f r o m  t h e  l ove ,  t h e 
power,  and  the  p romi se  o f  h i s  heaven ly  Fa the r,  tha t 
though  the  young  l ion s  may  l a ck  and  su f f e r  hunger, 
t h ey  t h a t  s e e k  t h e  L o rd  s h a l l  n o t  wa n t  a ny  g o o d 
t h i n g .  H e  i s  t h e r e f o r e  c a r e f u l  f o r  n o t h i n g ,  b u t 
i n  e ve r y  t h i n g  b y  p r a y e r  a n d  s u p p l i c a t i o n  w i t h 
t h a n k s g i v i n g  h e  m a ke s  k n ow n  h i s  r e q u e s t s  u n t o 
G o d ,  a n d  t h e  p e a c e  o f  G o d  t h a t  p a s s e t h  a l l  u n - 
d e r s t a n d i n g  k e e p s  h i s  h e a r t  a n d  m i n d  t h r o u g h 
Christ Jesus.

D i d  t h e  Ju b i l e e  c o n f e r  l i b e r t y ?  T h i s  t h e  G o s p e l 
r e a l i z e s .  We  h a d  s o l d  o u r s e l v e s  f o r  n o u g h t .  We 
we re  l e d  c ap t ive  by  t h e  d ev i l  a t  h i s  w i l l .  We  we re 
t h e  s l ave s  o f  s i n .  We  s e r ved  d ive r s  l u s t s  a nd  p l e a - 
su re s .  But  “where  the  Sp i r i t  o f  the  Lord  i s ,  the re  i s 
l i b e r t y.” “ Ye  s h a l l  k n ow. t h e  t r u t h ,  a n d  t h e  t r u t h 
s h a l l  make  you  f re e ;  a nd  i f  t h e  Son  make  you  f re e 
ye  sha l l  be  f ree  i nde ed .” Ho longer  unable  to  hearken 
to  the  vo ice  o f  consc ience,  o r  fo l low the  d ic t a te s  o f 
ou r  unde r s t and ing s ;  no  l onge r  t he  va s s a l s  o f  p r i d e, 
o f  ava r i c e,  o f  envy,  o f  ma l i c e ;  no  l onge r  unde r  t he 
t y r anny  o f  ou r  pa s s ion s ,  ou r  appe t i t e s ,  ou r  s en se s— 
we a re  the  Lord ’s  f ree  men ,  we  a re  b rough t  in to  the 
glorious liberty of the Sons of God.

D i d  t h e  Ju b i l e e  i n s u r e  r e m i s s i o n  o f  d e b t s ?  T h i s 
the  Gospe l  rea l i ze s .  Did  we owe much,  and  were  we 
a b l e  t o  p ay  n o t h i n g ?  H a d  o u r  i n i q u i t i e s  i n c re a s e d 
ove r  our  head s ,  and  become a  burden  too  heavy  fo r 
u s  t o  b e a r ?  Wa s  t h e  a d ve r s a r y  r e a d y  t o  d e l i ve r  u s 
t o  t h e  j udge,  a nd  t h e  j udge  t o  t h e  o f f i c e r ?  “De l i -
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ve r,” s a id  the  vo ice,  “ f rom go ing  down in to  the.p i t , 
f o r  I  h ave  f ound  a  r an som .  Wi th  t h e  Lo rd  t h e re  i s 
mercy,  and  wi th  h im the re  i s  p l en teous  redempt ion . 
I ,  even  I ,  am he  tha t  b lo t t e th  ou t  thy  t r an sg re s s ion s 
f o r  my  own  name  s ake,  and  w i l l  no t  remembe r  t hy 
s i n s .” “Le t  the  w icked  fo r s ake  h i s  way,  and  the  un- 
r ighteous  man h i s  thought s ,  and le t  h im re tur n  unto 
the  Lo rd  and  he  w i l l  h ave  mercy  upon  h im,  and  to 
our God, for he will abundantly pardon.”

D i d  t h e  J u b i l e e  r e s t o r e  a l i e n a t e d  e s t a t e s ?  T h i s 
t h e  Go s p e l  r e a l i z e s .  He aven  wa s  t o  h ave  b e en  o u r 
po s s e s s i on—we were  o r i g in a l l y  he i r s  o f  i t .  We  fo r - 
fe i ted our  t i t l e,  and were  le f t  wi thout  hope-  But  be- 
ho l d  t h e  poo r  and  t h e  needy  en r i ched .  Beho ld  t h e 
t re a s u re s  o f  e t e r n i t y  p rom i s ed  t h em .  S e e  t h em no t 
o n l y  “ j u s t i f i e d  by  h i s  g r a c e ,” bu t  “ m a d e  h e i r s  a c - 
c o rd i n g  t o  t h e  h o p e  o f  e t e r n a l  l i f e .” “ B l e s s e d  b e 
the  God and  Fa ther  o f  our  Lord  Je su s  Chr i s t ,  which 
a c co rd i ng  t o  h i s  a bund an t  me rc y  h a t h  b e go t t en  u s 
aga in  unto  a  l ive ly  hope  by  the  re sur rec t ion  o f  Je su s 
Chr i s t  f rom the dead,  to an inher i tance incor rupt ible 
and  unde f i l ed ,  and  tha t  f ade th  not  away,  re se r ved  in 
heaven  fo r  you ,  who  a re  kep t  by  the  power  o f  God 
through f a i th  unto  s a lva t ion ,  ready  to  be  revea led  in 
the last time.”

Wa s  t h e  Jub i l e e  p ro c l a imed  on  t h e  d ay  o f  e xp i a - 
t i o n ,  a n d  a s  s o o n  a s  t h e  a t o n e m e n t  wa s  o f f e r e d ? 
Thi s  the  Gospe l  rea l i ze s .  No sooner  had  our  Sav iour 
g iven  h imse l f  “an  o f f e r ing  and  a  s ac r i f i ce  to  God o f 
a  swe e t  s m e l l i n g  s avo u r ,” t h a n  t h e  h e ave n s  s m i l e d 
and  the  e a r th  re jo i c ed .  The  me s s enge r s  o f  re conc i - 
l ia t ion were sent for th to “preach the Gospel  to every 
c r e a t u r e .” T h ey  b e g a n  i n  Je r u s a l e m ;  bu t  t h e  g o o d 
news  wa s  publ i shed  in  eve r y  coun t r y :  and  the  me s -
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s age  sha l l  cont inue  to  sp read  t i l l  i t  l i a s  reached “ the 
ends  o f  the ear th ,  and a l l  f l e sh sha l l  see  the sa lva t ion 
of our God together.”

Let  us  not  has t i ly  pas s  over  th i s  par t  o f  our  subject : 
We  w i s h  yo u  n eve r  t o  f o r g e t ,  t h a t ,  a s  t h e  J ew i s h 
Ju b i l e e  b e g a n  i n  t h e  t y p i c a l  a t o n e m e n t  o f  A a ro n , 
so  the Chr i s t i an Jubi lee  i s  founded in the rea l  a tone- 
m e n t  o f  C h r i s t .  We  r e a d  o f  a  p u r p o s e  o f  g r a c e 
before the wor ld began,  but  i t  was  g iven us  “ in him,” 
We  he a r  o f  e t e r n a l  l i f e ,  bu t  i t  i s  “ i n  h im .” We  s ay 
we  h ave  r i g h t e o u s n e s s  a n d  s t r e n g t h ,  bu t  i t  i s  “ i n 
h i m .” E x a m i n e  t h e  s c h e m e  o f  s a l v a t i o n  i n  a l l  i t s 
p a r t s ,  and  in  a l l  i t s  p rog re s s ,  and  the  nece s s i t y  o f  a 
med i a to r  i s  neve r  l e f t  ou t .  And how  wa s  he  a  med i a- 
t o r ?  P r e c i s e l y  i n  t h e  s a m e  way  a s  t h e  h i g h  p r i e s t 
w h o  t y p i f i e d  h i m .  I t  wa s  by  s a c r i f i c e  t h a t  A a ro n , 
on  the  beha l f  o f  the  peop le,  in te r po sed ,  in te rceded , 
b l e s s ed .  And  when  Chr i s t  c ame  to  s eek  and  to  s ave 
t h a t  wh i ch  wa s  l o s t ,  h e  “g ave  h i s  l i f e  a  r an som fo r 
m a n y.” W h e n  h e  r e t u r n e d ,  “ h e  e n t e r e d  w i t h  h i s 
own blood into the holy  p lace,  having obta ined eter- 
n a l  r e d e m p t i o n  f o r  u s .” H e n c e  i t  i s  s a i d ,  “ i n  h i m 
we  have  redempt ion  t h r ou gh  h i s  b l o o d ,  even  the  fo r - 
g i ve n e s s  o f  s i n s  we  “ h ave  b o l d n e s s  t o  e n t e r  i n t o 
the  ho l i e s t  o f  a l l  by  th e  b l o od  o f  J e su s : ” they  who a re 
b e f o r e  t h e  t h ro n e  “ h ave  wa s h e d  t h e i r  ro b e s ,  a n d 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb.”

We l ea r n  f rom hence  tha t  the  a tonement  o f  Chr i s t 
i s  a n  e s s e n t i a l  b l e s s i n g ,  a  c o m p re h e n s ive  b l e s s i n g ; 
t h a t  eve r y  t h i n g  e l s e  d e p end s  upon  i t ,  a n d  r e s u l t s 
f rom i t ;  tha t  to  th i s  we  owe a l l  our  de l ive r ance  and 
a l l  ou r  hope.  Ho wonder  the re fo re  tha t  the  Apos t l e 
should  make i t  a  l ead ing objec t ,  and even among the 
po l i t e  and  l ea r ned  Cor in th i an s  b e g in  wi th  i t—“I  de-
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l ivered unto you f ir s t  of  a l l  that which I a l so received, 
how tha t  Je su s  Chr i s t  d i ed  fo r  our  s in s  accord ing  to 
t h e  S c r i p t u re s .” No  wonde r  h e  s hou l d  make  i t  h i s 
la s t  a s  wel l  a s  hi s  f i r s t  concer n—no wonder he should 
make i t  h i s  on ly  one—“I deter mined to know nothing 
among you save  Je sus  Chr i s t ,  and h im cruc i f i ed .” No 
wonde r  he  abhor red  the  though t  o f  exu l t ing  in  any 
t h i n g  b e s i d e ,  a n d  e x c l a i m e d ,  “ G o d  f o r b i d  t h a t  I 
s h o u l d  g l o r y  s ave  i n  t h e  c ro s s  o f  o u r  L o rd  J e s u s 
Ch r i s t .” No  wonde r  t h e  chu rch  o f  God  i n  a l l  a g e s 
h ave  f o u n d  t h e i r  h a p p i e s t  m o m e n t s  t o  h ave  b e e n 
those  in  which they could  s ay,  “Unto h im tha t  loved 
u s ,  and  wa shed  u s  f rom ou r  s i n s  i n  h i s  own  b lood , 
a nd  h a t h  made  u s  k i n g s  a nd  p r i e s t s  u n t o  Go d  a n d 
hi s  Father,  be g lor y and dominion for  ever  and ever.” 
No wonder  that  those who have f in i shed thei r  cour se 
w i th  j oy,  and  no  l onge r  s e e  t h rough  a  g l a s s  d a rk l y, 
s hou l d  s i n g  a  n ew  s ong ,  s ay i n g ,  “Thou  wa s t  s l a i n , 
and has t  redeemed us  unto God by thy blood,  out  o f 
eve r y  k indred ,  and  tongue,  and  peop le,  and  na t ion .” 
No  wonde r  the  ange l s  round  abou t  the  th rone,  and 
the  bea s t s  and  the  e l de r s ,  and  whose  number  i s  t en 
thousand t imes  ten thousand,  and thousands  o f  thou- 
s and s ,  shou ld  s ay  wi th  “a  loud  vo i ce,  Wor thy  i s  the 
L a m b  t h a t  wa s  s l a i n  t o  r e c e ive  p owe r,  a n d  r i c h e s , 
a nd  w i s dom ,  a nd  s t r e ng t h ,  a nd  honou r,  a nd  g l o r y, 
and blessing.”

W h a t  t h e n  c a n  we  t h i n k  o f  t h o s e  w h o  c o n c e a l , 
who deny,  who in su l t  the  a ton ing  dea th  o f  our  Lord 
and Saviour?

W h a t  a r e  yo u r  s e n t i m e n t s  a n d  d i s p o s i t i o n s  w i t h 
regard to this important event?

Ah,  my bre th ren ,  th i s  even t  becomes  a  t e s t—a te s t 
t o  t r y  o u r  s c h e m e s ,  o u r  c h a r a c t e r ,  o u r  d e s t i ny — a
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t e s t  the  mos t  awfu l—a t e s t  e s t ab l i shed  by  an  au tho- 
r i t y  f ro m  w h i c h  t h e re  l i e s  n o  a p p e a l .  “ We  p re a c h 
Ch r i s t  c r u c i f i e d ,  un to  t h e  Jew s  a  s t umbl i ng -b l o ck , 
a n d  u n t o  t h e  G r e e k s  f o o l i s h n e s s ;  b u t  u n t o  t h e m 
wh ich  a re  c a l l ed ,  bo th  Jews  and  Greek s ,  Chr i s t  t he 
powe r  o f  God ,  a nd  t h e  w i s dom o f  God .” “He  t h a t 
de sp i s ed  Mose s ’ l aw d i ed  wi thou t  mercy,  unde r  two 
o r  th ree  w i tne s s e s ;  o f  how much  so re r  pun i shmen t , 
s u p p o s e  ye ,  s h a l l  h e  b e  t h o u g h t  wo r t hy  w h o  h a t h 
trodden under foot the Son of  God, and hath counted 
the  blood o f  the  covenant ,  wherewi th  he  was  s anc t i - 
f i e d ,  a n  unho l y  t h i ng ,  a nd  h a t h  done  d e s p i t e  un to 
the spir it of grace!”

To  c o n c l u d e .  H av i n g  d i s c ove r e d  t h e  n a t u r e  a n d 
exce l lency of  the  Gospe l ,  we lear n ,  my bre thren,  the 
way  in  which  i t  i s  to  be  rega rded  by  u s .  I t  demands 
j oy  and  g l adne s s .  I t  i s  a  Jub i l e e ;  and  p re a che r s  and 
h e a r e r s  s h o u l d  a n i m a t e  e a c h  o t h e r ,  a n d  s a y,  “ O, 
magni fy  the  Lord  wi th  me,  and le t  u s  exa l t  h i s  name 
t o g e t h e r .” “ T h i s  i s  t h e  d a y  w h i c h  t h e  L o r d  h a s 
made, we will rejoice and be glad in it.”

With  wha t  s a t i s f ac t ion  and  p lea sure  would  a  J ew i sh 
p r i e s t  p roc l a im  the  a r r iva l  o f  t he  Jub i l e e !  And  sh a l l 
a  Ch r i s t i a n  m i n i s t e r  b e  co l d  and  s en s e l e s s ,  who  h a s 
“ th i s  g r ace  g iven ,  to  p reach  among the  Gent i l e s  the 
un s e a rch ab l e  r i che s  o f  Ch r i s t ? ” O wha t  a  p r iv i l e g e 
to  go and publ i sh ,  tha t  God “has  not  spared  h i s  own 
Son ,  bu t  de l ive red  h im up  fo r  u s  a l l ,  and  th a t  w i th 
him he wil l  a l so freely g ive us a l l  things;  and that God 
i s  in  Chr i s t  reconc i l ing  the  wor ld  un to  h imse l f ,  no t 
imput ing  the i r  t re spa s se s  unto  them!” I  would  ra ther 
be  employed  in  announc ing  th i s  in t e l l i gence  to  s in- 
ner s ,  than be dest ined to blow the trump of  the arch- 
ange l  tha t  sha l l  awake  the  dead .  I  wou ld  r a the r  c a l l
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you to the feet  of  the Saviour,  than to the tr ibunal  of 
the Judge.

I t  i s  e a sy  to  imag ine  wi th  wha t  emot ion s  the  p ro- 
c l ama t ion  o f  Jub i l e e  wa s  hea rd  by  t h e  i nh a b i t a n t s  o f 
Ju d e a ,  a nd  e s p e c i a l l y  by  t ho s e  who  we re  s o  d e e p ly 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  me s s a g e .  And  wh a t  c o mpa r i s o n  i s 
t h e re  b e t we e n  t h e  c o n c e r n s  o f  t i m e,  a n d  t h o s e  o f 
e t e r n i ty ?  Wha t  i s  the  re l i e f  o f  the  body  to  the  we l - 
f a re  o f  the  sou l ?  Wi l l  you  no t  the re fo re,  w i th  a  j oy 
p ro p o r t i o n a b l y  g r e a t e r ,  e x c l a i m ,  “ H ow  b e a u t i f u l 
upon the mounta ins  are  the feet  of  h im that  br ingeth 
good  t i d i n g s ,  t h a t  pub l i s h e t h  p e a c e ;  t h a t  b r i n g e t h 
good t id ing s  o f  good ,  tha t  publ i she th  s a lva t ion ;  tha t 
s a i t h  u n t o  Z i o n ,  T h y  G o d  r e i g n e t h ! ” T h u s  t h e 
Gospe l  wa s  o r i g in a l l y  embraced .  The  The s s a lon i an s 
r e c e i ve d  i t  “ i n  mu c h  a f f l i c t i o n ,” ye t  “ w i t h  j oy  o f 
t h e  H o l y  G h o s t .” W h e n  by  t h e  a f f e c t i n g  m i n i s t r y 
o f )  t h e  a p o s t l e  “ b e f o r e  t h e  eye s  o f  t h e  G a l a t i a n s , 
Je sus  Chr i s t  was  ev ident ly  se t  for th  cruc i f ied among” 
them;  they  were  “ble s s ed ,” and  “cou ld  have  p lucked 
o u t  t h e i r  ow n  eye s ,  a n d  h ave  g i ve n  t h e m ” t o  t h e 
mes senger  who brought  them such  we lcome t id ing s . 
W h e n  P h i l i p  we n t  d ow n  a n d  “ p r e a c h e d  C h r i s t  i n 
S a m a r i a ,  t h e r e  wa s  g r e a t  j oy  i n  t h a t  c i t y.” A n d  i s 
the  na ture  o f  the  Gospe l  changed?  I s  the  impor tance 
o f  i t  d imin i shed?  Are  the  ble s s ing s  i t  communica te s , 
and the hopes it inspires, less valuable and necessary?

The  Go spe l ,  my  b re th ren ,  i s  no t  a  s p ecu l a t i on .  I t 
i s  no t  a  ma t t e r  o f  i d l e  cu r io s i t y.  I t  i s  no t  the  so lu- 
t ion  o f  a  p roblem,  o r  the  dec i s ion  o f  a  po in t  in  de- 
ba t e,  the  knowledge  o f  wh ich  c an  mere ly  a f f e c t  the 
j udgmen t .  I t  b r i ng s  u s  “ good  t i d i ng s  o f  g re a t  j oy.” 
I t  i s  no t  on l y  wonde r f u l ,  bu t  i n t e re s t i n g .  I t  i s  no t 
on l y  “ a  f a i t h f u l  s ay i ng ; ” bu t  “wor thy  o f  a l l  a c c ep -
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t a t i o n .” I t  i s  “ a l l  o u r  s a l va t i o n ; ” a n d  i t  s h o u l d  b e 
“ a l l  o u r  d e s i r e .” I t  i s  “ o u r  g l o r y  a n d  s h o u l d  b e 
“our joy.”

The re  a re  s ome  who  h ave  t hu s  h e a rd  t h e  Go spe l , 
and  whose  cond i t ion  i s  de s c r ibed  by  Dav id  in  the se 
word s :  “B l e s s ed  i s  t h e  peop l e  t h a t  know the  j oy fu l 
s ound :  t hey  sh a l l  wa lk ,  O Lord ,  i n  the  l i gh t  o f  t hy 
coun tenance.  In  thy  name  sh a l l  t hey  re jo i c e  a l l  t he 
day :  and  in  thy  r i gh teousne s s  sha l l  they  be  exa l t ed .” 
Bu t  i t  i s  t o  b e  f e a red  t h e re  a re  t ho s e  i n  t h i s  l a r g e 
a s s e m b l y  t o  w d i o m  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  i s  a  t h i n g  o f 
nough t .  Ye  make  “ l i gh t  o f  i t  and  go  you r  way,  one 
to  h i s  f a r m,  and  ano the r  to  h i s  merchand i s e.” Wha t 
s h a l l  we  s ay  t o  yo u r  f o l l y,  t o  yo u r  w i c ke d n e s s ,  t o 
you r  d ang e r,  i n  re f u s i n g  t h e  a dvan t a g e s  wh i ch  t h e 
Gospe l  exh ib i t s  to  your  v iew,  and  pre s se s  upon your 
a c c e p t a n c e ?  A re  t h e s e  b l e s s i n g s  u n s u i t e c l  t o  yo u r 
cond i t ion?  Are  they  o f  no  va lue?  Can  the  wor ld  in- 
d emn i f y  you  f o r  t h e  l o s s  o f  t h em?  Can  you  f i nd  a 
sub s t i tu t e  fo r  them—in  the  d i s t re s s  o f  con sc i ence— 
in the season of  a f f l ic t ion—in the hour of  death—and 
in  the  day  o f  judgment?  Do you not  de fy  the  autho- 
r i t y  o f  God ?  Do  you  no t  d e s p i s e  t h e  r i c h e s  o f  b i s 
goodnes s ?  Do you not  judge  your se lve s  unwor thy  o f 
eve r l a s t i ng  l i f e ?  A re  you  no t  un spe akab l y  c r im ina l ? 
Wi l l  yo u  g o  u n p u n i s h e d ?  “ H ow  c a n  yo u  e s c a p e  i f 
you neglect so great salvation?”

“ N ow  i s  t h e  ac c e p t e d  t i m e :  n ow  i s  t h e  day 
o f  sa lvat i o n.” A n d  w i l l  i t  l a s t  f o r  e ve r ?  W i l l  i t 
l a s t  l ong ?  How know  you  bu t  t h a t  He  who  h a s  s o 
o f ten  addre s sed  you in  va in ,  i s  ready  “ to  shut  to  the 
door,” s ay ing  “O tha t  thou  had s t  known—even thou 
—at  l e a s t  i n  th i s  t hy  d ay,  t he  th ing s  t h a t  be long  to 
thy  peace—but  now—they  a re  h id  f rom th ine  eye s ?”
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I t  i s  t ime,  i t  i s  high t ime,  but ,  bles sed be hi s  name, i t 
i s  n o t  a t  p r e s e n t  t o o  l a t e .  O !  s e e k  h i m  w h i l e  h e 
may be found; and call upon him while he is near.

F ro m  t h e s e  s o l e m n  r e f l e c t i o n s ,  I  mu s t  a d ve r t  t o 
t h e  oc c a s i on  o f  t h e  s ub j e c t  t h a t  g ave  r i s e  t o  t h em. 
And I  hope i t  wi l l  not  be deemed improper  or  unim- 
por tant ,  i f  I  g ive you a  few hint s  o f  admonit ion con- 
cerning it.

A n d  f i r s t :  W h i l e  yo u  s h ew  yo u r  l oya l t y,  b ewa r e 
of  impiety.  Many,  i t  i s  to  be feared,  wi l l  s ad ly  ev ince 
t h e i r  r e g a rd  t o  t h e  k i n g ,  by  s i n n i n g  a g a i n s t  G o d ; 
and  thu s  augment  our  na t iona l  t r an sg re s s ion ,  wh ich 
i s  heavy  enough a l re ady  to  s ink  u s  beyond  the  hope 
o f  a  po l i t i c a l  re su r rec t ion .—You g lo r y  in  the  mora l 
example  o f  your  sove re ign ,  “whose  l i f e ’s  a  l e s son  to 
t h e  l a nd  h e  sway s ”—why  t h en—re s emb l e  h im ,  a nd 
do  not  d i sg r ace  the  even t  you  commemora te,  by  in- 
du l g ing  i n  eve r y  k ind  o f  d i s s i p a t i on  and  i n t empe r - 
ance.

S e c o n d l y :  “ R e j o i c e  w i t h  t r e m b l i n g .” Yo u  o u g h t 
to re jo ice in the v i r tuous  character,  the domest ic  ex- 
ce l lencies ,  and the mi ld  dominion of  our  long-spared 
monarch;  but  i t  i s  not  to be denied,  that  through the 
awfu l  de s t ina t ion s  o f  P rov idence,  h i s  re ign  ha s  been 
pecu l i a r l y  t r y i ng  and  c a l am i tou s .  You  ough t  t o  re - 
j o i c e  i n  o u r  e xe m p t i o n s  a n d  p r i v i l e g e s ;  t h e y  a r e 
many  and  they  a re  g re a t ,  e spec i a l l y  when  compa red 
w i t h  ou r  d e s e r t ,  o r  t h e  cond i t i on  o f  n e i ghbou r i ng 
n a t i on s :  bu t  i t  i s  no t ,  f o r  any  pu r po s e ,  t o  b e  con- 
c e a l e d ,  t h a t  we  l ive  i n  “ a  c l oudy  and  a  d a r k  d ay ; ” 
tha t  the  comp lex ion  o f  ou r  publ i c  a f f a i r s  i s  g loomy 
r a t h e r  t h a n  s o o t h i n g ;  a n d  t h a t  a n  i m p r e s s i o n  o f 
humi l i a t ion ,  r a the r  than  o f  exu l t a t ion  shou ld  be  a t - 
t empted :  o r  a t  l e a s t  tha t  the  one  shou ld  qua l i f y  the
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o t h e r .  W i t h o u t  t h i s ,  we  m ay  b e  r e m i n d e d  o f  t h e 
words  o f  I s a i ah ,  on  the  threa tened inva s ion  o f  Jewr y 
b y  t h e  Pe r s i a n s :  “ A n d  i n  t h a t  d a y  d i d  t h e  L o r d 
God  o f  ho s t s  c a l l  t o  weep ing  and  to  mour n ing ,  and 
to  ba ldne s s ,  and  to  g i rd ing  w i th  s a ckc lo th :  and  be- 
h o l d ,  j oy  a n d  g l a d n e s s ,  s l a y i n g  oxe n ,  a n d  k i l l i n g 
sheep,  ea t ing f le sh ,  and dr inking wine:  le t  us  ea t  and 
d r i nk ;  f o r  t o -mo r row  we  s h a l l  d i e .  And  i t  wa s  re - 
vea led  in  mine  ea r s  by  the  Lord  o f  hos t s ,  su re ly  th i s 
i n i qu i t y  s h a l l  no t  b e  pu r g ed  f rom  you ,  t i l l  ye  d i e , 
saith the Lord God of hosts.”

T h i r d l y :  B l e n d  p r aye r  w i t h  yo u r  p r a i s e s .  W h i l e 
you  g ive  t h ank s  t o  t h e  God  o f  ou r  me rc i e s  f o r  t h e 
long-cont inued profus ion of  ble s s ings  that  has  d i s t in- 
gu i shed  our  na t iona l  he r i t age ;  fo r  our  in su l a r  s i tua- 
t i o n ;  f o r  t h e  t e m p e r a t u r e  o f  o u r  c l i m a t e ;  f o r  t h e 
f r u i t fu lne s s  o f  our  so i l  and  our  s e a son s ;  fo r  our  ad- 
mired const i tut ion and code of  laws;  for  our c ivi l  and 
re l i g i ou s  f re edom;  f o r  ou r  numbe r l e s s  d e l ive r an c e s 
and pre ser va t ions—whi le  in  par t i cu la r  you ble s s  “ the 
God in  whose  hand our  brea th  i s ,” for  ex tending the 
re i gn  o f  ou r  be loved  mona rch  to  a  pe r iod  wh ich  so 
ve r y  f ew o f  h i s  p redece s so r s  eve r  reached :  P ray  tha t 
w i th  “ long  l i f e  he  wou ld  s a t i s f y  h im,  and  shew h im 
h i s  s a lva t ion .” Pray  tha t  he  wou ld  suppor t  and  com- 
for t  h im under  the  in f i r mi t ie s  o f  year s ,  and the care s 
o f  gove r nmen t .  P r ay  t h a t  h e  wou l d  “g ive  t h e  k i ng 
h i s  judgment s ,  and  h i s  r i gh teousne s s  un to  the  k ing ’s 
son .” P r ay  tha t  i t  may  no t  be  s a id  o f  u s  a s  i t  wa s  o f 
Jude a ,  “The re  i s  none  t o  gu i d e  h e r  o f  a l l  t h e  s on s 
whom sh e  h a s  b rough t  f o r t h .” P r ay  t h a t  He  who s e 
p re roga t ive  i t  i s  t o  make  g re a t  wou ld  r a i s e  up  w i s e 
and able  mini s te r s ,  “d i scer n ing the  t imes ,  and know- 
i ng  wha t  I s r a e l  ough t  t o  do.” P r ay  t h a t  ou r  mag i s -
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t r a t e s  may  b e  “men  f e a r i ng  God  and  h a t i ng  cove t - 
ou sne s s ; ” t h a t  ou r  “o f f i c e r s  may  be  pe a c e,  and  ou r 
e x a c t o r s  r i g h t e o u s n e s s .” P r ay  t h a t  d i s s e n s i o n  m ay 
not  p reva i l  in  our  counc i l s ,  o r  “a  per ver se  sp i r i t” in 
ou r  coun t r y.  P r ay,  t h a t ,  a s  a l l  h e a r t s  and  a l l  even t s 
a r e  u n d e r  h i s  c o n t ro l ,  h e  wo u l d  o p e n  a  way,  a n d 
re s to re  to  u s  the  b l e s s edne s s  o f  peace.  P r ay  tha t  h i s 
wo rd  m ay  h ave  f r e e  c o u r s e  a n d  b e  g l o r i f i e d .  P r ay 
t h a t  h e  wou l d  b e  “me rc i f u l  un t o  u s ,  a nd  b l e s s  u s , 
and  cause  h i s  f ace  to  sh ine  upon us ,  tha t  we may be 
s aved .” To  th i s  need fu l  exe rc i s e  l e t  a  po r t ion  o f  the 
day  he  s ac red ,  in  the  s anc tuar y,  in  the  f ami ly,  in  the 
closet.

I only add,
Fou r th l y :  L e t  l i b e r a l i t y  a c company  you r  f e s t iv i t y. 

S t re t ch  ou t  you r  h and  to  the  poo r.  V i s i t  t he  abode 
o f  mi s e r y.  Cont r ibu te  to  the  re l e a s e  o f  some un fo r - 
tuna te  debtor.  Cause  some widow’s  hea r t  to  s ing  fo r 
j oy.  L e t  t h e  b l i nd  h a i l  a  d ay  t h ey  a re  f o r b i dden  t o 
s e e.  Le t  t h e  a g ed  f e e l  t h emse l ve s  young  a g a i n ,  and 
t a l k  o f  t h e  t h i ng s  t h ey  d i d  i n  t h e  o l d  t ime,  b e f o re 
m a n y  o f  u s . *  S o m e — m a n y — a h !  h o w  m a n y,  e a t 
no th ing  f rom day  to  day  bu t  “ the  b read  o f  so r rows” 
—Let  them t a s t e  comfor t ,  and  “ fo rge t  the i r  mi se r y.” 
“Go your  way,  ea t  the  f a t ,  and  d r ink  the  swee t ,  and 
s end  po r t i on s  un to  them fo r  whom no th ing  i s  p re - 
p a re d :  f o r  t h i s  d ay  i s  ho l y  un t o  ou r  Lo rd :  n e i t h e r 
be ye sorry; for the joy of the Lord is your strength.”

G od  sav e  th e  K i ng ;  a n d  l e t  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e  s a y 
Amen.

*	 H e r e  t h e  p r e a c h e r  h a d  t h e  p l e a s u r e  t o  a n n o u n c e  t h a t  a 
c o m f o r t a b l e  d i n n e r  w o u l d  b e  p r o v i d e d  f o r  a l l  t h e  C h i l d r e n  o f 
t h e  S u n d a y  S c h o o l ,  t h e  P o o r  o f  t h e  C h u r c h ,  a n d  t h e  P o o r  o f 
the Congregation.
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THE IMPORTANCE OF AN  
EVANGELICAL MINISTRY.

“For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that 
are saved, and in them that per ish: to the one we are the 
savour of death unto death, and to the other the savour of 
life unto life.”—2 Cor. ii. 15, 16.

The appointment of an order of men to preach is  an 
inst i tut ion pecul iar  to Chr is t ianity.  There was no- 

th ing  l i ke  i t  in  a l l  the  hea then  wor ld .  The i r  l e ade r s 
had  no  wi sh  to  in fo r m the  common peop le.  P r ince s 
and  pr i e s t s  were  s a t i s f i ed  to  t ake  advan tage  o f  then- 
i g n o r a n c e  a n d  s u p e r s t i t i o n .  I n d e e d ,  t h ey  h a d  n o - 
th ing  o f  impor t ance  to  communica t e.  They  had  no t 
even a  per fec t  code of  mora l s .  In  what  pa s sed among 
them for  v i r tue,  there  was  no c lear nes s ,  no cer ta inty, 
no  au thor i t y :  t hey  had  no  f i xed  r u l e  to  wh ich  they 
cou ld  appe a l ,  no  power fu l  s anc t i on s  by  wh i ch  t hey 
could enforce.

Bu t  “When ,  i n  t he  w i s dom o f  God ,  t he  wor l d  by 
wi sdom knew not  God,  i t  p l ea sed  God,  by  the  foo l - 
i s h n e s s  o f  p r e a c h i n g ,  t o  s ave  t h e m  t h a t  b e l i e ve .” 
The Redeemer  h imse l f  came and “preached peace  to 
you  tha t  we re  f a r  o f f ,  and  to  them tha t  we re  nea r.” 
And  “when  he  a s c ended  up  on  h i gh ,  l e ad ing  c ap t i - 
v i t y  c a p t i ve ,  h e  g ave  g i f t s  u n t o  m e n :  a n d  h e  g ave 
some,  apos t l e s ;  and  some,  prophet s ;  and  some,  evan- 
ge l i s t s ;  and  some,  pa s to r s  and  t e ache r s ;  fo r  the  pe r -
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fect ing of  the sa int s ,  for  the work of  the minis t r y,  for 
the edi fying of  the body of  Chr is t ,  t i l l  we a l l  come in 
the  un i t y  o f  the  f a i th ,  and  o f  the  knowledge  o f  the 
Son of  God,  unto a  per fect  man,  unto the measure of 
the stature of the fulness of Christ.”

The  o f f i c e ,  t h e re f o re ,  i s  o f  p e r p e t u a l  ob l i g a t i on ; 
and we have been indulged th i s  mor ning wi th an en- 
cou r ag ing  i n s t ance  o f  t he  con t inuance  o f  i t ,  i n  t he 
publ ic  separa t ion of  our  young and va lued brother  to 
labour among this people, in the word and doctr ine.

— Ye s ,  my  f r i e n d s  o f  t h i s  c h u r c h  a n d  c o n g r e g a - 
t i o n ,  “ To  yo u  i s  t h e  wo rd  o f  t h i s  s a l va t i o n  s e n t .” 
“Many  p rophe t s  and  r i gh t eou s  men  have  de s i red  to 
s e e  t ho s e  t h i ng s  wh i ch  you  s e e ,  a nd  h ave  no t  s e en 
them;  . and to  hear  those  th ings  which you hear,  and 
have  no t  hea rd  them.  But  b l e s s ed  a re  your  eye s ,  fo r 
t h ey  s e e ,  a n d  yo u r  e a r s ,  f o r  t h ey  h e a r .” “ B l e s s e d 
a r e  t h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  k n ow  t h e  j oy f u l  s o u n d .” O r , 
— s h a l l  I  s o  s o o n  c h a n g e  my  vo i c e ,  a n d  e x c l a i m — 
Cur s ed  a re  t h e  peop l e  t h a t  know the  j oy fu l  s ound ! 
Cur sed are  your eyes ,  for  they see,  and your ear s ,  for 
t h ey  he a r !  L e t  me  a t  once  l ay  open  t he  f e e l i ng s  o f 
my  m ind ,  a nd  t e l l  you ,  Tha t  t h e  p r iv i l e g e ,  by  n e - 
g l ec t  o r  pe r ver s ion ,  may  become a  pena l ty ;  and  tha t 
your  g reates t  danger  g rows by the s ide of  your  g reat- 
e s t  me rcy.  I  w i sh ,  t he re fo re,  i n  t h i s  s e r v i c e,  no t  t o 
abol i sh  your  p lea sure,  but  to  qua l i fy  i t ;  not  to  forb id 
you  to  re jo i ce,  bu t  to  ca l l  upon you to  re jo i ce  wi th 
t r e m b l i n g ;  a n d  t o  r e c o rd  i n  yo u r,  c o n s c i e n c e s  t h e 
a d m o n i t i o n  o f  t h e  a p o s t l e ,  “ L e t  u s  t h e re f o re  f e a r , 
le s t ,  a  promise  be ing le f t  us  o f  enter ing into hi s  re s t , 
any of you should seem to come short of it.”

When  S imeon  h ad  p re s s e d  He aven  t o  h i s  bo s om , 
and  de l ive red  b a ck  t he  ano in t ed  b abe  i n to  h i s  mo-
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t h e r ’s  a r m s ,  h e  s a i d ,  “Th i s  c h i l d  i s  s e t  f o r  t h e  f a l l 
a nd  t h e  r i s i n g  a g a i n  o f  many  i n  I s r a e l .” And  s u ch , 
i n  re a l i t y,  i s  t h e  p l e a s i ng  and  aw fu l  d e s t i ny  o f  t h i s 
yo u n g  m i n i s t e r .  T h e  p ro c e e d i n g s  o f  t h i s  d ay,  a n d 
t h e  r e l a t i o n  n ow  s u b s i s t i n g  b e t we e n  yo u ,  we a r  a n 
e ter na l  impor tance,  and wi l l  be  rev iewed wi th joy or 
a ngu i s h  f o r  eve r.  “ For  we  are  unto  God  a  swe et 
savour  o f  C h r i st,  i n  th e m  that  ar e  save d ,  and 
i n  t h e m  t h at  p e r i s h :  t o  t h e  o n e  w e  a r e  t h e 
savour  o f  death  unto  death ,  and  to  th e  oth e r 
the savour of life unto life.”

Le t  u s  s imp l i f y  t h e  p a s s a g e .  I t  c on t a i n s  on l y  two 
th ing s ;  o r  r a the r,  i t  con t a in s  on l y  one  th ing  p l a ced 
i n  two  po in t s  o f  l i gh t .  Min i s t e r s  o f  t h e  Go spe l  a re 
a  savour  o f  C h r i st :  t h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t .  U n d e r  t h i s 
c h a r a c t e r  t h ey  a r e  var i ou sly  r e late d :  t h i s  i s  t h e 
second.

I. Ministers of the Gospel are a savour of Christ.
H ow  t h e  e x p re s s i o n  i s  t o  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  a p p e a r s 

f rom the  p re c ed ing  wo rd s ,  whe re  t h e  Apo s t l e  s ay s , 
“He  make t h  man i f e s t  t h e  s avou r  o f  h i s  know l edg e 
by  u s  i n  eve r y  p l a c e .” I t  s h ew s  u s ,  t h a t  t h e  know- 
l edge  o f  Chr i s t  i s  no t  a  d r y,  specu l a t ive,  una f f ec t ing 
th ing,  but  has  a  va lue,  a  r ichnes s ,  an a t t rac t ion in  i t , 
tha t  render s  i t  in f in i te ly  de l ight fu l .  Hence the  Apos- 
t l e  s ay s ,  “Yea ,  doub t l e s s ,  and  I  coun t  a l l  t i l i ng s  bu t 
l o s s  f o r  t h e  exce l l ency  o f  t h e  know ledge  o f  Ch r i s t 
Je su s  my  Lord .” And  add s ,  a f t e r  a l l  h i s  a cqua in t ance 
wi th  h im,  “Tha t  I  may  know h im,  and  the  power  o f 
h i s  re sur rec t ion,  and the  fe l lowship  o f  h i s  su f fe r ings , 
being made conformable unto his death.”

The  wo rd  s avou r  s i gn i f i e s  bo th  odou r  and  re l i s h . 
I t  e qu a l l y  t a ke s  i n  wha t  i ndu l g e s  t h e  t a s t e  and  t h e
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s m e l l ;  a n d  we  a r e  c a l l e d  u p o n  t o  “ Ta s t e  t h a t  t h e 
Lord  i s  g r a c iou s ,” and  a re  to ld  tha t  “Hi s  name  i s  a s 
ointment poured forth.”

Thi s ,  then,  my dear  Brother,  i s  the  o f f i ce  to  which 
you are  ca l led—it  i s  to  he a  savour  of  Chr i s t ,  by d i f- 
f u s i n g  t h e  k n ow l e d g e  o f  C h r i s t .  T h i s  yo u  a r e  t o 
m a ke  yo u r  c o n s t a n t  bu s i n e s s — t h i s  yo u  a r e  t o  f e e l 
yo u r  s u p r e m e  d e l i g h t .  A l l ow  m e  t o  m e n t i o n  t h e 
way in  which you may bes t  subser ve  th i s  honourable 
de s t i n a t i on .  I t  i s  by  an  a t t en t ion  to  you r  Practice, 
to your Conversation, and to your Preaching.

F i r s t .  B e  a  s a vo u r  o f  C h r i s t  i n  yo u r  P rac t i c e . 
Pau l  s ay s  to  T imothy,  “Thou  ha s t  f u l l y  known” no t 
o n l y  “ my  d o c t r i n e ,” bu t  “ m a n n e r  o f  l i f e .” I t  wa s 
such as  became the Gospel ,  and ador ned the doctr ine 
o f  God  ou r  S av i ou r  i n  a l l  t h i ng s .  He  cou l d  a ppe a l 
bo th  to  h i s  hea re r s  and  to  h i s  ma s t e r—“Ye a re  w i t - 
n e s s e s ,  a n d  G o d  a l s o,  h ow  h o l i l y,  a n d  j u s t l y,  a n d 
unbl ameab ly  we  behaved  ou r s e l ve s  among  you .” A l - 
l ow ing  f o r  t ho s e  i n f i r m i t i e s  wh i ch  a re  i n s e p a r a b l e 
f rom  t h i s  we ak  s t a t e  o f  f l e s h  a nd  b l ood ,  t h e re  a re 
moder n  min i s t e r s  who cou ld  ab ide  the  s ame  appea l . 
An  accura t e  ob se r ve r  o f  cha r ac te r,  now l iv ing ,  once 
s a i d  o f  t h e  l a t e  e x c e l l e n t  Co r ne l i u s  Win t e r,  “ I  am 
never  in  the  company  o f  tha t  man wi thout  f ee l ing  a 
Pa r a d i s a i c a l  i n n o c e n c y.” T h i s  wa s  t r u l y  a n d  f i n e l y 
s a i d ,  ye t  i t  doe s  no t  go  f a r  enough .  Some  o f  u s ,  i n 
the.  p re sence  o f  God ,  had  the  unspeakable  p r iv i l ege 
o f  b e i ng  p l a c ed  b ene a t h  h i s  c a re ,  a nd  o f  en j oy i ng , 
for  year s ,  cons tant  and unre s t r a ined in te rcour se  wi th 
h im .  We  know the  f u l l  mean ing  o f  t h e  eu l og i um I 
h ave  quo t ed ;  bu t  we  know more—we  know t h a t  i t 
was  imposs ible  to be with him and not  fee l  “a  savour 
of  Chr i s t ,” and not  secret ly  exc la im,  Here i s  a  Chr i s-
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t i a n ! — H ow  l ove l y  i s  a  C h r i s t i a n ! — O  t h a t  I  wa s 
a  C h r i s t i a n !  .  H e  wa s  a n  i m a g e  o f  t h e  G o s p e l  h e 
preached;  and those  who re fused to  hear  h i s  se r mons 
we r e  c o n s t r a i n e d  t o  r e a d  t h e m ,  f o r  t h ey  we r e  a l l 
l eg ib ly  wr i t t en  in  h i s  l i f e.  In  the  ne ighbourhood  in 
wh i ch  he  l ived  and  d i ed  t he  s avou r  s t i l l  con t i nue s , 
and  w i l l  l ive  a s  l ong  a s  the  memor i e s  o f  tho se  who 
knew him.

E x a m p l e  i s  i n s t r u c t i ve  a n d  i m p r e s s i ve ,  e ve n  i n 
p r iva t e  l i f e ;  bu t  how impo r t an t  i s  i t  i n  pub l i c  s t a - 
t i on s ,  whe re  i t  i s  more  open  to  ob s e r va t ion ,  and  i s 
requ i red  t o  g ive  we i gh t  and  s anc t i on  t o  u s e f u l  en - 
deavour s !  Of f ic ia l  p ie ty,  unsus ta ined and unenl ivened 
by  per sona l ,  l e ave s  a  man but  a s  sounding  bra s s ,  and 
a  t i n k l i n g  c y m b a l .  I  h ave  h e a r d  o f  a  m i n i s t e r  o f 
whom i t  wa s  s a id—When in  the  pu lp i t ,  he  p reached 
so  we l l ,  th a t  i t  wa s  a  p i t y  he  eve r  l e f t  i t ;  and  when 
ou t  o f  i t ,  he  l ived  so  i l l ,  t h a t  i t  wa s  a  p i t y  he  eve r 
e n t e r e d  i t .  E ve n  a n g e l i c a l  p r e a c h i n g ,  c o n n e c t e d 
w i t h  i r re l i g i ou s  l iv i ng ,  i s  i n f i n i t e l y  mo re  l i ke l y  t o 
pre judice and injure the cause of  Chr i s t  than to serve 
i t .  “ T h o u  k n o w e s t  h i s  w i l l ,  a n d  a p p r o v e s t  t h e 
th ing s  tha t  a re  more  exce l l en t ,  be ing  in s t r uc ted  ou t 
o f  the  l aw;  and  a r t  con f iden t  tha t  thou  thy se l f  a r t  a 
guide of  the bl ind,  a  l ight  of  them which are in dark- 
nes s ,  an  ins t r uctor  o f  the  foo l i sh ,  a  teacher  o f  babes , 
which hast  the for m of knowledge and of  the truth in 
t h e  l aw.  T h o u  t h e r e f o r e  w h i c h  t e a c h e s t  a n o t h e r , 
t eache s t  thou not  thy se l f ?  thou tha t  p reaches t  a  man 
s hou l d  no t  s t e a l ,  do s t  t hou  s t e a l ?  Thou  t h a t  s aye s t 
a  man  shou ld  no t  commi t  adu l t e r y,  do s t  t hou  com- 
m i t  a du l t e r y ?  t hou  t h a t  a bho r re s t  i d o l s ,  do s t  t hou 
commi t  s ac r i l ege ?  thou  tha t  make s t  thy  boa s t  o f  the
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l aw,  t h ro u g h  b r e a k i n g  t h e  l aw  d i s h o n o u r e s t  t h o u 
God?”

H ow  l a m e n t a b l e  i s  i t  w h e n  m i n i s t e r s  a r e  p ro u d , 
and  f a l l  i n t o  t h e  condemna t i on  o f  t h e  d ev i l ;  when 
t h ey  a r e  f i e r c e  a n d  c o n t e n t i o u s ,  i n s t e a d  o f  b e i n g 
gen t l e  toward s  a l l  men ;  when they  a re  eage r  to  ga in 
t i t l e s ,  and to  be  ca l l ed  Rabbi ,  in s tead  o f  seek ing  the 
honour  tha t  cometh  f rom God on ly ;  when they  lo rd 
i t  over  God’s  her i tage,  and are  g reedy of  f i l thy lucre, 
in s t e ad  o f  be ing  en s amp le s  to  the  f lock—I need  no t 
s ay,  “Thou ,  O  man  o f  God ,  f l e e  t h e s e  t h i n g s ;  a nd 
fo l low a f te r  r ighteousnes s ,  god l ine s s ,  f a i th ,  love,  pa- 
t i ence,  meekne s s .  Righ t  the  good  f i gh t  o f  f a i th ,  l ay 
ho ld  on e te r na l  l i f e,  whereunto  thou a r t  a l so  ca l l ed , 
a n d  h a s t  p ro f e s s e d  a  g o o d  p ro f e s s i o n  b e f o re  m a ny 
w i t n e s s e s .” C u l t i v a t e ,  n o t  o n l y  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  b u t 
t h e  o r n a m e n t a l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  c h a r a c t e r . 
Think upon,  and pur sue,  not  on ly  what soever  th ings 
a re  t r u e,  wha t s o eve r  t h i ng s  a re  hone s t ,  wha t s o eve r 
t h i n g s  a r e  j u s t ,  w h a t s o eve r  t h i n g s  a r e  p u re ,  bu t — 
what soever  th ings  a re  love ly,  and—what soever  th ings 
a re  o f  good  repo r t .  Le t  no t  t he  commenda t i on  you 
a c q u i r e  h e  m a d e  u p  o f  m e r e  n e g a t i ve s .  I t  i s  t h e 
a f f l i c t ion o f  the  church,  when a l l  tha t  can be  s a id  o f 
h e r  o f f i c e r s  i s ,  t h a t  t h ey  a re  no t  a s  o the r  men  a re. 
Be  no t  on l y  b l ame l e s s  and  ha r m le s s ,  bu t  exemp l a r y 
and  impre s s ive,  ho l d ing  f o r t h  t h e  word  o f  l i f e .  Le t 
your  t emper  and  ac t ion s  be t r ay  your  in t imac ie s ,  and 
lead  peop le  to  t ake  knowledge  o f  you,  tha t  you have 
been  w i th  Je su s .  Le t  the  ma s t e r  be  s e en  in  the  d i s - 
po s i t i on s  and  conduc t  o f  the  s e r van t .  Le t  the  a ccu- 
r a tenes s  o f  the  copy br ing  to  mind the  or ig ina l ,  and 
s e r ve  to  endea r  Him ,  who  p l e a s ed  no t  h imse l f ;  who
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was  meek and lowly  in  hear t ;  who went  about  do ing 
g o o d ;  w h o  m o u r n e d  w i t h  f r i e n d s ;  w h o  we p t  ove r 
enemie s ;  and  who  cou ld  s ay,  even  o f  h i s  obed i ence 
un to  dea th ,  “My mea t  i s  to  do  the  wi l l  o f  h im tha t 
s e n t  m e ,  a n d  t o  f i n i s h  h i s  wo r k .” “ L e t  t h e  s a m e 
mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus.”

Second ly,  be  a  s avour  o f  Chr i s t  in  your  conver sa- 
t i o n.  “ A l l  t h y  wo r k s  s h a l l  p r a i s e  t h e e ,  O  L o r d ; 
and  t hy  s a i n t s  s h a l l  b l e s s  t h e e.  They  s h a l l  s p e ak  o f 
the  g lo r y  o f  thy  k ingdom,  and  t a lk  o f  thy  power ;  to 
make known to  the  sons  o f  men h i s  mighty  ac t s ,  and 
t h e  g l o r i o u s  m a j e s t y  o f  h i s  k i n g d o m .  T h ey  s h a l l 
abundant ly  u t t e r  the  memor y  o f  thy  g rea t  goodnes s , 
a n d  s h a l l  s i n g  o f  t hy  r i g h t e o u s n e s s .” I s  t h i s  t o  b e 
ve r i f i e d  i n  C h r i s t i a n s  o n l y ?  A n d  a r e  m i n i s t e r s  t o 
be s i lent  upon a subject ,  a lways impor tant ,  a lways ne- 
ces sa r y,  unle s s  when they are  dec la iming in  the sanc- 
tuar y?  How many oppor tuni t ie s  o f  an  occa s iona l  and 
p r iva t e  n a tu re  h ave  t hey,  t o  s p e ak  o f  “ tho s e  t h ing s 
wh i ch  conc e r n  t h e  Lo rd  Je s u s ; ” when ,  t hough  t h e 
audience be smal l ,  the instruction is  more appropr iate, 
and the impression is often more durable!

Wi l l  you  pe r mi t  me  to  remark ,  tha t  the re  i s  room 
f o r  imp rovemen t  among  u s  i n  t h i s  a r t i c l e .  I t  i s  t o 
b e  f e a red  t h a t  t h e re  i s  f requen t l y  l e s s  s e r i ou s  con- 
ve r s a t i o n  w h e n  s o m e  m i n i s t e r s  a r e  p r e s e n t  t h a n 
when  they  a re  ab sen t .  Our  fo re f a the r s  in  the  s a c red 
o f f i c e  we re  g r ave  a nd  u s e f u l  i n  t h e i r  s o c i a l  i n t e r - 
c o u r s e ;  a n d  m e n  o f  G o d  i n  t h e  p u l p i t ,  t h ey  wo re 
n o t  b u f f o o n s  i n  t h e  p a r l o u r .  T h e y  l a b o u r e d ,  a n d 
we  a r e  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e i r  l a b o u r s .  T h i n k  o f  t h e i r 
s e l f -den i a l ,  t he i r  e a r l y  r i s i ng s ,  t he i r  s t renuou s  d i l i - 
gence,  the i r  long and profound and exhaus t ing appl i- 
c a t i o n s .  S e e  t h e i r  p r o f i c i e n c i e s .  L o o k  ove r  t h e
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c a t a l ogue  o f  t h e i r  wo rk s .  Take  down  t h e i r  qu a r t o s 
a n d  f o l i o s .  I f  s u c h  m e n  h a d  e r r e d  a  l i t t l e  o n  t h e 
s i de  o f  conve r s a t iona l  f reedom,  c andour  migh t  have 
de r ived  some excuse  f rom the  nece s s i t y  o f  unbend- , 
i n g  t h e i r  m ind s ,  a nd  i ndu l g i ng  a  f l ow  o f  s p i r i t s  i n 
t h e  f am i l y,  a nd  f r i end l y  c i rc l e  when  “ ’s c aped  f rom 
l i t e r a r y  c a r e s .” B u t  f e w  o f  o u r  yo u n g  m i n i s t e r s 
a re  l ike ly  to  become mar tyr s  to  in te l lec tua l  exer t ion. 
T h e i r  r e a d i n g  i s  o f t e n  c u r s o r y,  t h e i r  p r e p a r a t i o n s 
super f i c i a l ,  and  the  t ime spent  in  the i r  s tudy  incon- 
s i d e r a b l e .  To r  s u c h ,  a  g re a t  d e a l  o f  m e n t a l  r e l a x a - 
t i on  i s  no t  su re l y  nece s s a r y.  To  f ind  t h em  i ndu lg ing 
i n  l eng thened  repo s e  i n  t h e  mor n ing ,  s t re t ch ing  a t 
l eng th  on  the  so f a ,  and  compe l l ed  to  have  recour s e 
t o  l i g h t  a n d  j o c u l a r  c o nve r s a t i o n ,  t o  r e l i eve  t h e i r 
m i n d s  f ro m  t h e  i n t e n s i t y  o f  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  wo u l d ,  i f 
t h e  t h i n g  c o u l d  b e  v i ewe d  a b s t r a c t e d l y,  c r e a t e  a 
s m i l e .  I  a m  n o t  p l e a d i n g  f o r  d u l l n e s s ;  I  a m  n o 
enemy to  chee r fu lne s s .  I  l ove  a  touch  o f  f ancy,  and 
a s t roke of  wit ,  and a wel l- told anecdote,  especia l ly  i f 
some pro f i t  can  be  ex t rac ted  f rom the  ente r t a inment 
i t  a f fords .  But  I  would  s ay  to  a  young min i s te r  (here 
I  am happy,  my  de a r  B ro the r,  t o  avow,  t h a t  I  make 
you the  occa s ion ,  and  not  the  sub jec t  o f  addre s s )—I 
wou ld  s ay  to  a  young  min i s t e r—Do no t  a f f e c t  d ro l - 
l e r y.  A t t e m p t  n o t  i n c e s s a n t l y  t o  e x c i t e  d i ve r s i o n . 
U t t e r  no t h i n g  t h a t  t r i e s  t h e  mo r a l  f e e l i n g s  o f  a ny 
w h o  h e a r  yo u .  E s p e c i a l l y  b ewa r e  o f  t u r n i n g  i n t o 
r id icu le  the  imper fec t ions  o f  some o f  your  bre thren , 
w h o  a r e ,  p e r h a p s ,  m u c h  wo r t h i e r  t h a n  yo u r s e l f , 
t h o u g h  n o t  s o  h i g h l y  g i f t e d ,  o r  s o  we l l  e d u c a t e d . 
De l i gh t  no t  t o  s a t i r i z e  eve r y  i n f i r m i t y  o f  i gno r an t 
and  i l l i t e r a t e  p eop l e ,  b e f o re  ch i l d ren  and  s e r van t s , 
who,  no t  a ccura t e l y  d i s t ingu i sh ing  be tween  the  c i r -
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cums t ance s ,  and  the  sub s t ance  o f  a  th ing ,  may  in f e r 
you a re  not  ver y  f r i end ly  to  re l ig ion i t se l f .  Remem- 
b e r  t h a t  i n  m o r a l  s o i l ,  a s  we l l  a s  i n  t h e  m a t e r i a l , 
s ome  t h ing s  mu s t ,  f o r  a  wh i l e ,  b e  t o l e r a t ed  f o r  t h e 
sake of- other s;  lest ,  in plucking up the tares,  you root 
up also the wheat with them—every moment is not the 
t ime of  har ves t .  Cons ider  i t ,  not  a s  a  commendat ion, 
bu t  r a the r  a s  a  c en su re,  to  he  ce l eb r a t ed  fo r  odd i t y 
a nd  me r r imen t .  Be  no t  t h e  monkey  and  t h e  f i d d l e 
o f  the ’ company.  Remember,  the re  i s  such  a  t ex t ,  i f 
you  c a n  n eve r  d a re  t o  p re a ch  f rom  i t ,  a s  “ Fo o l i s h 
talking and jesting which is not convenient.”

Le t  no th ing  deg r ade  you  in to  the  t r i f l e r.  Suppo r t 
i n  p r iva t e  the  repu t a t ion  you  ga in  in  publ i c.  Ma in- 
t a i n  c h e e r f u l n e s s  w i t hou t  l ev i t y,  a nd  e a s e  w i t hou t 
f am i l i a r i t y.  Le t  no  co r r up t  commun i c a t i on  p roceed 
ou t  o f  you r  mou th ,  bu t  t h a t  wh i ch  i s  good ,  t o  t h e 
u se  o f  ed i f y ing ,  tha t  i t  may  min i s t e r  g r ace  un to  the 
h e a r e r s .  Ta ke  n o t i c e  o f  s e a s o n s ,  o f  eve n t s ,  o f  t h e 
rumour s  of  the day,  of  the c ircumstances  of  the place, 
to  in t roduce the  one th ing needfu l ;  and re so lve,  tha t 
wherever  you a re  found,  and have  oppor tun i ty  to  be 
hea rd .  He  s h a l l  no t  be  fo rgo t t en ,  who  d i ed  fo r  you 
and  ro se  aga in .  Indeed ,  i f  the  word  o f  Chr i s t  dwe l l s 
i n  you  r i ch ly  in  a l l  w i sdom,  and  you  have  an  a f f l u - 
ence  o f  Chr i s t i an  exper ience  a s  wel l  a s  knowledge,  a 
remark which you wi l l  o f ten app ly  to  your  people  a s 
a  holy  cr i te r ion of  the i r  s t a te,  wi l l  be  exempl i f ied in 
yo u r s e l f ,  “ O u t  o f  t h e  a bu n d a n c e  o f  t h e  h e a r t  t h e 
mou th  s p e ake th .” You r  o rd i n a r y  d i s cou r s e  w i l l  no t 
only cor respond with your of f ice,  but co-operate with 
i t :  the  soc ia l  companion wi l l  be  an a s s i s t ant  preacher 
to  the pas tor ;  and,  l ike  Paul ,  you wi l l  not  only  teach 
Jesus Christ in the temple, but from house to house.
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T h i rd l y :  B e  a  s avo u r  o f  C h r i st  i n  yo u r  P reac h - 
ing.  A re  t he re  none  who se  D i s cou r s e s  s avou r  more 
o f  P l a to,  and  Seneca ,  and  Soc r a t e s ,  and  Xenophon , 
t h an  o f  t h e  wo r t hy  n ame  by  wh i c h  we  a re  c a l l e d ? 
Are  there  none whose  Ser mons  abound wi th  wor ld ly 
po l i t i c s ,  ang r y  con t rove r s i e s ,  cu r iou s  c r i t i c i sms ,  in- 
gen ious  remarks ,  and mer e ly  mora l  re f l ec t ions ,  r a ther 
than  wi th  the  doc t r ine  o f  s a lva t ion  by  the  c ro s s  and 
t h e  g r a c e  o f  o u r  L o rd  Je s u s  C h r i s t ?  I f  eve r  H e  i s 
re fe r red  to,  i s  i t  not  in  a  way o f  co ld  re se r ve,  or  in- 
direct allusion?

We  h e a r  mu c h  i n  o u r  d ay  o f  A n t i n o m i a n s .  S u c h 
I  am pe r su aded  the re  a re.  We  f requen t l y  mee t  w i th 
tho se  who  have  g rown wan ton  in  evange l i c a l  p r iv i - 
l ege s ,  and  u se  the i r  l i be r t y  a s  a  c loak  o f  ma l i c iou s - 
n e s s ,  a n d  n o t  a s  t h e  s e r v a n t s  o f  G o d .  O f  s u c h , 
we  n e ed  no t  b e  a f r a i d  t o  s p e a k ,  i n  s c r i p t u r a l  l a n - 
guage.  They  a re  ung od ly  men  t h a t  t u r n  the  g r a ce  o f 
ou r  God  in to  l a s c iv iou sne s s .  We  ough t  to  shew our 
d i sapprobat ion of  those  whose  sent iment s  profe s sed ly 
deg rade  the  l aw o f  God a s  a  r u l e  o f  l i f e ;  t re a t  ho l i - 
ne s s  and  good  work s  a s  no  more  t he  ev idence s  and 
e f f e c t s  o f  s a l va t i o n ,  t h a n  t h e  c a u s e  o f  i t ;  a n d  n o t 
on ly  deny,  bu t  r id i cu le  the  rea l i t y  and  p rog re s s  o f  a 
wo r k  o f  g r a c e  i n  t h e  h e a r t .  F ro m  s u c h  w i t h d r aw 
thyself.

B u t  I  d a r e  n o t  s e t  d ow n  eve r y  o n e  a s  d e s e r v i n g 
t h i s  r e p ro a c h ,  w h o  i n c u r s  t h e  n a m e.  We  o u g h t  t o 
con s ide r  much  f rom whom the  cha rge  comes :  fo r  i t 
may  so  happen,  tha t  the  censured  a re  deemed exce s- 
s ive,  becau se  the  cen sure r s  a re  themse lve s  de fec t ive. 
And I  c annot  bu t  f e a r  l e s t  some o f  our  younger  and 
l e s s  expe r i enced  b re th ren ,  in  avo id ing  one  ex t reme, 
r un  i n t o  a no t h e r :  a nd  f rom  a  l a u d a b l e  c o n c e r n  t o
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g u a rd  t h e  t r u t h s  o f  t h e  G o s p e l ,  i m p ove r i s h  t h e m ; 
and  f e ed  t h e i r  f l o ck  i n  s u ch  poo r  and  s p a r i ng  p a s - 
t u re  a s  t o  t emp t  t h em  t o  b re a k  bound s ,  a nd  en t e r 
the  r ank  g r a s s e s  o f  the s e  p s eudo-doc t r in a l i s t s .  Your 
a d m o n i s h e r  t h i s  m o r n i n g  m e n t i o n s  t h i s  t h e  m o re 
read i ly,  because  he  remember s  a  t ime when he  e r red 
a  l i t t l e  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  h i m s e l f ;  a n d  h e  i s  n o t 
a shamed to  con fe s s  tha t  the re  a re,  o f  h i s  ea r l i e r  s e r - 
mon s ,  s u ch  a s  h e  cou l d  no t  con s c i en t i ou s l y  p re a ch 
aga in ;  not  because  they were  not  cons i s tent  wi th  the 
“Tr u th  a s  i t  i s  i n  Je s u s ,” o r  d i d  no t  even  imp l y  i t , 
but  because,  accord ing to  h i s  pre sent  v iews ,  they d id 
no t  f u l l y  exp re s s  i t ,  and  su f f i c i en t l y  make  man i f e s t 
the savour of his knowledge.

A  yo u n g  d i v i n e ,  s ay s  M a n t o n ,  o n e  d ay  a s ke d  a n 
o l d  Ch r i s t i a n ,  “Wha t  s h a l l  I  p re a ch ? ” He  re c e ived 
f o r  a n swe r ,  “ P re a c h  C h r i s t .” “ O,  I  h ave  p r e a c h e d 
h i m ,” s a y s  h e ,  “ a l r e a d y.” “ W hy  t h e n ,” a d d e d  t h e 
s a g e ,  “ p r e a c h  h i m  a g a i n :  p r e a c h  h i m  a lway s :  a n d 
p r e a c h  h i m  o n l y.” T h i s  i s  a d v i c e  w h i c h ,  h oweve r 
l i g h t l y  s o m e  m ay  t r e a t  i t  n ow,  a l l  t h e s e  wo r t h i e s 
wou ld  have  s anc t ioned ,  whose  work s  p r a i s e  them in 
t he  g a t e .  The  t ime  wou ld  f a i l  me  t o  t e l l  o f  Le i gh- 
ton,  and Hal l ,  and Owen,  and Baxter,  and Reynolds , 
a n d  H owe,  a n d  C h a r n o c k ,  a n d  Po l h i l l ,  a n d  B a t e s , 
and  Wat t s ,  and  Doddr idge,  and  number s  more,  who 
were  fo r  no th ing  more  remarkabl e  than  a  r i ch ,  fu l l , 
and  con s i s t en t  d i s p l ay  o f  the  Lo rd  Je su s .  They  p ro- 
c la imed him in the dignity of  hi s  per son;  in the g lor y 
o f  h i s  cha r a c t e r ;  i n  the  conde s cen s ion  o f  h i s  g r a ce ; 
i n  t h e  wo n d e r s  o f  h i s  l ove ;  i n  t h e  e f f i c a c y  o f  h i s 
s u f f e r i ng s ;  i n  t he  p reva l ency  o f  h i s  i n t e rc e s s i on ;  i n 
h i s  ab i l i t y  to  s ave  to  the  u t t e r mos t  them tha t  come
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un t o  God  by  h im .  They  p re a ch ed  h im  a s  t h e  on l y 
f o u n d a t i o n  o f  a  s i n n e r ’s  h o p e ;  a s  t h e  L o r d  o u r 
r i g h t e o u s n e s s  a n d  s t r e n g t h ;  a s  t h e  c o n s o l a t i o n  o f 
I s r a e l ,  i n  whom they  we re  t o  re j o i c e  w i t h  j oy  un - 
speakab l e  and  fu l l  o f  g lo r y :  and ,  to  u s e  the  exp re s - 
s i o n  o f  o n e  o f  t h e m ,  “ C h r i s t  wa s  t h e  d i a m o n d  i n 
t he  bo som o f  a l l  t h e i r  s e r mon s .” And  wha t  wa s  t he 
p r a c t i c e  o f  t h e  Apo s t l e s ?  “We  p re a ch  Chr i s t  c r u c i - 
f i e d ,” s ay s  Pa u l ,  “ t o  t h e  J ew s  a  s t u m b l i n g - b l o c k , 
a nd  t o  t h e  G re ek s  f oo l i s hne s s ;  bu t  un to  t h em  t h a t 
a re  ca l l ed ,  both  Jews  and Greeks ,  Chr i s t  the  wi sdom 
o f  G o d  a n d  t h e  p owe r  o f  G o d .  B e c a u s e  t h e  f o o l - 
i shne s s  o f  God i s  w i s e r  than  men ,  and  the  weakne s s 
o f  G o d  i s  s t ro n g e r  t h a n  m e n .” “ I  d e t e r m i n e d  n o t 
to  know anyth ing  among-  you,  s ave  Je su s  Chr i s t  and 
h i m  c r u c i f i e d .” “ G o d  f o r b i d  t h a t  I  s h o u l d  g l o r y 
s ave  in  the  c ro s s  o f  our  Lord  Je su s  Chr i s t .” Accord- 
ing ly,  he  v i ewed  and  exp l a ined ,  and  improved  eve r y 
t h i n g  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  h i m .  I f  h e  s p a ke  o f  t h e  g l o r y 
o f  God ,  h e  re p re s en t ed  i t  a s  “ s h i n i ng  f o r t h  i n  t h e 
f a c e  o f  Je su s  Chr i s t .” I f  he  men t ioned  the  p romi s e s 
o f  G o d ,  t h e y  we r e  a l l  “ ye a  a n d  a m e n  i n  C h r i s t 
Je s u s .” I f  h e  adve r t ed  t o  t h e  du t i e s  and  d i f f i cu l t i e s 
o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  l i f e ,  h e  s a i d ,  “ B e  s t ro n g  i n  t h e 
g r a c e  t h a t  i s  i n  C h r i s t  J e s u s  “ I  c a n  d o  a l l  t h i n g s 
t h ro u g h  C h r i s t  w h o  s t r e n g t h e n e t h  m e .” H e  c o u l d 
no t  en fo rce  even  con juga l  t ende r ne s s  w i thou t  a  re - 
f e r e n c e  t h e  m o s t  a f f e c t i n g :  “ H u s b a n d s ,  l ove  yo u r 
wives ,  even a s  Chr i s t  a l so  loved the church,  and gave 
h i m s e l f  f o r  i t .” M ay  we  a l l  f o l l ow  a n  e x a m p l e  s o 
wor thy  o f  im i t a t i on ;  and  wheneve r  i n  ou r  work  we 
p au s e  f o r  re f l e c t i on ,  may  ou r  con s c i en c e s ,  b e a r i ng 
w i t n e s s  i n  t h e  H o l y  G h o s t ,  e n a b l e  u s  a l s o  t o  s ay.
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“Whom we  p re a ch ,  wa r n i n g  eve r y  man  a nd  t e a ch - 
i ng  eve r y  man ,  i n  a l l  w i s dom,  th a t  we  may  p re s en t 
every man perfect in Christ Jesus.”

B u t ,  t h a t  yo u  m ay  b e  a  s avo u r  o f  C h r i s t ,  t h e r e 
mus t  be  a  regard  to  the  manne r ,  a s  we l l  a s  the  sub j e c t 
of  your  preach ing .  The poet ,  in  speak ing  o f  gover n- 
ment, has said,

“Whate’er is best administer’d is best.”

The same may be nearly said with regard to sermons. 
The re  i s  no t  s u ch  a  ma r ve l l ou s  d i f f e renc e  b e tween 
the  though t s  and  a r r angement s  o f  one  p re ache r  and 
a n o t h e r  a s  s o m e  i m a g i n e .  B u t  w h o  h a s  n o t  b e e n 
s t r uck  wi th  the  d i f f e rence  o f  the  impre s s ion  and  e f - 
f e c t ?  O n e  m a n  s h a l l  s p e a k ;  a n d  h o w  d r y,  a n d 
s ap l e s s ,  and  un in te re s t ing  i s  he !  Le t  ano the r  de l ive r 
the  ver y  s ame th ing ,  and  there  i s  a  s avour  tha t  g ive s 
t h em  f r e s hn e s s :  t h e  t h i n g s  s e em  p e r f e c t l y  n ew.  To 
know how to  a cqu i re  th i s ,  i s  a  s e c re t  wh i ch  I  hope 
you are acquainted with.  I t  i s  to l ive out  of  the spir i t 
of  the wor ld,  and to walk much with God a lone;  i t  i s 
to  keep consc ience  a l ive  and awake;  i t  i s  to  mainta in 
a  deep sense  of  the va lue of  the soul  and the impor t- 
ance  o f  e t e r n a l  s a l va t i on ;  i t  i s  t o  keep  the  m ind  in 
t h e  t h i n g s  o f  God  by  h ab i t u a l  med i t a t i on ;  i t  i s  t o 
cher i sh  the  devot iona l  a f f ec t ions ;  i t  i s  to  speak  f rom 
the  hea r t ,  to  speak  exper imenta l l y,  to  speak  under  a 
mixture  o f  so lemn and tender  fee l ing s ;  i t  i s  to  speak 
w i t h  t h e  H o l y  G h o s t  s e n t  d ow n  f ro m  h e ave n ,  i n 
a n swe r  t o  s t rong  c r y i n g s  a nd  t e a r s .—Whe n  s u c h  a 
m a n ,  a n d  u n d e r  s u c h  a n  i n f l u e n c e ,  e n g a g e s  i n  h i s 
work,  he enter s  h i s  cong regat ion,  a s  Aaron went  into 
the  t abe r nac l e  to  min i s t e r,  when  the  p rec iou s  o in t - 
ment  had  been  poured  upon h i s  head ,  and  r an  down 
to  the  sk i r t s  o f  h i s  g a r ment—he i s  found ,  be fo re  he
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i s  e i ther seen or heard:  and we think of  our Chr i s t ian 
bard—

“When one that holds communion with the skies 
Has fill’d his urn, where these pure waters r ise,  
And once more mingles with us meaner things,  
’Tis e’en as if an angel shook his wings.  
Immortal fragrance fills the circuit wide,  
That tells us whence his treasures are supplied.  
So when a ship well freighted with the stores 
The sun matures on India’s spicy shores,  
Has dropp’d her anchor, and her canvas furl’d,  
In some safe haven of our western world;  
’Twere vain inquir ing to what port she went, 
The gale informs us, laden with the scent.”

T h u s  m i n i s t e r s  o f  t h e  G o s p e l  a r e  a  savou r  o f 
Christ. But—

I I .  I n  t h i s  c h a r a c t e r  t h ey  a re  var iou sly  re late d. 
We may cons ide r  them a s  su s t a in ing  a  th ree- fo ld  re- 
l a t i o n .  We  m ay  v i e w  t h e m  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  G o d : 
w i th  reg a rd  t o  tho se  that  pe r i sh ;  and  w i th  reg a rd 
t o  t h o s e  t h at  a r e  s av e d .  To  G o d ,  t h e y  a r e  a 
sweet savour.  To them that  per i sh ,  they are  a  deadly 
s avo u r .  To  t h e m  t h a t  a r e  s ave d ,  t h e y  a r e  a  v i ta l 
s avour.  “We a re  un to  God a  swee t  s avour  o f  Chr i s t , 
i n  t h em th a t  a re  s aved  and  i n  t h em th a t  p e r i s h :  t o 
the  one,  we  a re  the  s avour  o f  dea th  unto  dea th ;  and 
to the other,  we are  the savour  of  l i fe  unto l i fe !” Let 
us reverse this order, and consider ministers.

F i r s t ,  I n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e m  t h a t  a r e  “ s a ve d .” To 
t h e s e  t h ey  a r e  t h e  s avo u r  o f  l i f e  unto  l i f e .  T h ey 
a r e  n o t  o n l y  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t s  o f  q u i c ke n i n g  t h e m , 
when  de ad  i n  t re s p a s s e s  and  s i n s ,  bu t  o f  s u s t a i n i ng 
and increa s ing  ever y  v i t a l  p r inc ip le,  when produced . 
For  such  min i s t e r s  appea r  in  the  name,  and  o f f i c i a te 
on the behal f ,  of  Him who said,  “I am come that they
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m i gh t  h ave  l i f e ,  a nd  t h a t  t h ey  m i gh t  h ave  i t  mo re 
abundantly.”

Chr i s t i an i ty  in  the  sou l  i s  a  p rog re s s ive  th ing ;  and 
the  d i spen s a t ion  o f  the  word  i s  the  p r inc ipa l  mean s 
by  w h i c h  b e l i eve r s  “ g o  f ro m  s t r e n g t h  t o  s t r e n g t h 
a n d  a r e  “ r e n e we d  d a y  b y  d a y  a n d  a r e  “ c h a n g e d 
from glory into glory.”

The  g r a nd  s ub j e c t  o f  t h e  m in i s t r y  e n l iven s  t h em 
i n  d u t y,  r ev i ve s  t h e m  i n  d e p re s s i o n ,  a n d  s u p p o r t s 
them under  a l l  the i r  t r i a l s .  Dr.  Wat t s  ha s  beaut i fu l l y 
expressed it—

“The vital savour of his name 
	 Restores their fainting breath”—

—When pressed down by a recol lect ion of past  gui l t , 
a nd  a  s en s e  o f  p re s en t  unwor th ine s s  a nd  impe r f e c - 
t ions ,  they  a re  on ly  kep t  f rom ut te r  de spondency  by 
hea r ing  tha t  “we  have  an  advoca t e  w i th  the  Fa the r, 
Je sus  Chr i s t  the  r ighteous ,  and he i s  the  propi t i a t ion 
f o r  o u r  s i n s .” T h e  p o l l u t i o n  o f  t h e i r  h o l y  t h i n g s 
wou ld  dep r ive  them o f  a l l  p e a ce  and  con f i dence  i n 
app roach ing  God :  bu t  t hey  “have  bo ldne s s  t o  en t e r 
in to  the  ho l i e s t  by  the  blood o f  Je su s ,  by  a  new and 
l iv ing  way,  which he  ha s  consecra ted  for  u s ,  through 
the veil, that is to say, his flesh.”

Ha r a s s ed  w i th  t h e  c a re s  and  wor n  down  w i th  t h e 
t o i l s  o f  t h e  d ay,  t h e  p o o r  l a b o u r e r  r e p a i r s  i n  t h e 
even ing  to  the  house  o f  God ( and  there  ought  to  be 
a  week-day  l ec ture  in  ever y  p l ace,  e spec i a l l y  fo r  the 
s ake  o f  tho se  whose  hea r ing  i s  t he i r  ch i e f  re l i g iou s 
re source )—he repa i r s  to  the  s anc tuar y :  and what  can 
r e f r e s h  h i m  t h e r e ?  W h a t  c a n  i n t e r e s t  h i m ?  W h a t 
c an  make  h im,  fo r  a  moment ,  fo rge t  the  low s cene s 
o f  e a r t h ,  a nd  f e e l  a  n ew  c re a t u re ?  Wha t  c an  make
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h im re tu r n  home wi th  de l i gh t ,  and  en te r  aga in  in to 
h i s  a l l o t t e d  c o u r s e  w i t h  c h e e r f u l  r e s i g n a t i o n ?  I t 
i s  “ T h e  g r a c e  o f  o u r  L o r d  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  w h o , 
though  he  wa s  r i ch ,  ye t  fo r  our  s ake s  became  poor, 
t h a t  we,  t h rough  h i s  pove r t y,  m igh t  b e  r i ch .” Take 
the  Chr i s t i an  in  c i rcumstance s  s t i l l  more  t r y ing ;  and 
b e h o l d  h i m  a f t e r  a  we e k  o f  p e nu r y,  h a rd s h i p,  a n d 
trouble, hailing an evangelical Sabbath:

“Though pinch’d with poverty at home,  
	 With sharp afflictions daily fed,  
It makes amends if they can come 
	 To God’s own house for heavenly bread.

How happy, if their lot is cast 
	 Where statedly the Gospel sounds!  
The word is honey to their taste,  
	 Renews their strength, and heals their wounds.

With joy they hasten to the place  
	 Where they their Saviour oft have met,  
And while they feast upon his grace,  
	 Their burdens and their gr iefs forget.”

And, long as this quotation is, I cannot help adding;—
“This happy lot, my Friends, is ours;  
	 May we the privilege improve.  
And find these consecrated hours 
	 Sweet earnests of the joys above.”

—It  i s  thu s  tha t  “Chr i s t i an s  a re  s t reng thened  wi th 
a l l  m i g h t  b y  h i s  S p i r i t  i n  t h e  i n n e r  m a n  t h a t 
“Chr i s t  dwe l l s  i n  t he i r  he a r t s  by  f a i t h  t h a t ,  “be ing 
roo ted  and  g rounded  in  love,  they  a re  ab l e  to  com- 
p r e h e n d  w i t h  a l l  s a i n t s  w h a t  i s  t h e  b r e a d t h ,  a n d 
l eng th ,  and  dep th ,  and  he igh t :  and  to  know the  l o ve 
o f  Ch r i s t ,  wh ich  pa s s e th  knowledge,” and  a re  “ f i l l ed 
w i t h  a l l  t h e  f u l n e s s  o f  G o d .” T h u s ,  t h e y  a r e  l e d
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f rom one  deg ree  o f  d iv ine  l i f e  to  ano the r ;  f rom the 
l i fe  of  re l ig ious  inf ancy,  to the l i fe  of  manhood;  f rom 
the  l i f e  o f  des i re,  to  tha t  o f  pos se s s ion;  f rom the  l i f e 
o f  hope,  to  tha t  o f  the  fu l l  a s su r ance  o f  hope ;  f rom 
the life of grace, to the life of glory.

Fo r,  a t  l eng th ,  the  min i s t e r  i s  c a l l ed  to  a t t end  h i s 
cha rge  in  the i r  l a s t  remove.  The  honour  o f  re l ig ion , 
a n d  t h e  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  o f  o t h e r s ,  a s  we l l  a s  t h e i r 
own  comfo r t ,  make  h im  l ong ,  t h a t  t ho s e  whom he 
h a s  wa t c h e d  t h ro u g h  t h i s  va l e  o f  t e a r s  m ay  f i n i s h 
the i r  cour se  wi th  joy !  And what  can  make  the  s a in t s 
joyfu l  in  g lor y,  and enable  them to shout  a loud upon 
the i r  dy ing bed?  Does  he draw a  compar i son in  the i r 
f avour  be tween  them and  o the r s ?  Doe s  he  t e l l  them 
how  i n con s i d e r a b l e  t h e i r  f a i l i n g s  h ave  b e en ,  i f  s e t 
a g a i n s t  t h e i r  e x c e l l e n c e s ?  Doe s  h e  c a l l  u pon  t h em 
to look hack upon a well-spent life?

T h i s  wo u l d  o n l y  d r i ve  t h e m  t o  d e s p a i r .  I n d e e d , 
t h ey  a re  t oo  we l l  t a ugh t  o f  God  t o  a c c ep t  o f  s u ch 
con so l a t ion ,  i f  i t  were  o f f e red .  I f  they  f ee l  a  con f i - 
dence,  i t  i s  a s  humble a s  i t  i s  holy :  i t  i s  der ived f rom 
a n o t h e r  s o u r c e — “ I  c a n n o t  s a y  I  h a ve  s o  l i v e d ,” 
s a i d  Ma r sh a l l  when  dy ing ,  “ th a t  I  am no t  a f r a i d  t o 
d i e ;  bu t  I  c a n  s ay,  I  h ave  s o  l e a r n ed  Ch r i s t  t h a t  I 
am not afraid to die.”

And ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  s ub j e c t  t o  wh i ch  t h e  m in i s t e r  o f 
the  Gospe l  tu r n s  the  be l i eve r ’s  a t t en t ion  amid s t  the 
d e c ay s  o f  n a t u re ;  a nd  w i t h  wh i ch  he  an ima t e s  h im 
when  “h i s  he a r t  and  h i s  f l e sh  f a i l e th .” He  doe s  no t 
r un  wi th  the  c r uc i f ix  in  h i s  hand ;  but  he  shews  h im 
t h e  c r o s s .  H e  c r i e s ,  “ B e h o l d  t h e  L a m b  o f  G o d 
t h a t  t a ke t h  away  t h e  s i n  o f  t h e  wo r l d .” H e  m a ke s 
“men t i on  o f  h i s  r i g h t eou sn e s s  on l y ; ” h e  t a l k s  o f  a 
S av i ou r  who  “d i ed” t h a t  we  may  “ s l e ep ; ” who  h a s



386	 the importance of an evangelical ministry�

386

unde r t aken  to  an swer  fo r  u s  in  the  g re a t  d ay  o f  a c - 
coun t ;  who  i s  gone  b e f o re  “ t o  p rep a re  a  p l a c e  f o r 
u s ,” a nd  i s  e ng ag ed  t o  “ come  a g a i n  and  re c e ive  u s 
u n t o  h i m s e l f ;  t h a t  w h e r e  h e  i s ,  t h e r e  we  m ay  b e 
also.”

T h i s  i s  t h e  g l o r y  t h a t  i r r a d i a t e s  t h e  d a r k  va l l ey. 
Th i s  i s  t he  odour  th a t  s hed s  a  f r a g r ance  i n  a  dy ing 
ro o m ,  a n d  i n  a  d y i n g  s o u l .  T h i s  i s  t h e  s o u n d ,  0 
Ch r i s t i a n ,  t h a t  w i l l  a n swe r  t h e  p r aye r  you  h ave  s o 
often sung—

“And may the music of his name 
	 Refresh my soul in death.”

Let us consider ministers,
S e c o n d l y,  I n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e m  t h a t  “ p e r i s h .” To 

t h e s e  t h e y  a r e  t h e  s a vo u r  o f  d eath  unto  d eath . 
The  mean ing  i s ,  tha t  they  no t  on ly  f ind  them dead , 
bu t  l e ave  them so—yea ,  l e ave  them—more  so.  They 
a re  t he  occ a s i on  o f  add ing  to  t he i r  s p i r i t u a l  d e a th ; 
and of enhancing their eternal.

Le t  me open a  l i t t l e  th i s  awfu l  pa r t  o f  our  sub jec t . 
I t  wou ld  b e  e a s y  t o  p rove  t h a t  pun i s hmen t  w i l l  b e 
a n swe r ab l e  t o  gu i l t :  bu t  gu i l t  i s  a g g r ava t e d  by  a d - 
van t a g e s  n e g l e c t e d  o r  a bu s ed .  Upon  t h i s  p r i n c i p l e 
t h e  Jew s  we re  mo re  c r im in a l  t h an  t h e  s u r round ing 
nat ions ,  and therefore were more severe ly  threatened: 
“You  on l y  h ave  I  known  o f  a l l  t h e  f am i l i e s  o f  t h e 
e a r t h ;  t h e r e f o r e  yo u  w i l l  I  p u n i s h .” “ To  h i m ,” 
s ay s  t h e  Apo s t l e  Jame s ,  “ t h a t  knowe th  t o  do  good , 
and  doe th  i t  no t ,  to  h im i t  i s  s i n  wh ich  mean s ,  no t 
on ly  or  pr inc ipa l ly,  tha t  omis s ion o f  duty  i s  a  s in ,  a s 
re a l l y  a s  po s i t ive  t r an sg re s s ion ;  bu t  tha t  the  gu i l t  o f 
the  one,  a s  we l l  a s  the  o the r,  i s  inc rea sed  by  know- 
l edge.  “ I f ,” s ay s  ou r  S av i ou r,  “ I  h ad  no t  come  and 
spoken among them,  they  had not  had s in  i .  e.  com-
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p a r a t i ve l y ;  “ bu t  n ow  h ave  t h ey  n o  c l o a k  f o r  t h e i r 
s i n  i . e .  t h ey  a r e  l e f t  s t r i p p e d  o f  a l l  e x c u s e .  “ T h e 
se r vant  which knew hi s  lo rd ’s  wi l l ,  and prepared  not 
h imse l f ,  n e i t h e r  d i d  a c co rd ing  t o  h i s  w i l l ,  s h a l l  b e 
b e a t e n  w i t h  m a ny  s t r i p e s .  B u t  h e  t h a t  k n ew  n o t , 
a nd  d i d  c ommi t  t h i n g s  wo r t hy  o f  s t r i p e s ,  s h a l l  b e 
bea ten  wi th  few s t r ipe s .  For  unto  whomsoever  much 
i s  g i ve n ,  o f  h i m  s h a l l  b e  m u c h  r e q u i r e d :  a n d  t ö 
whom men  have  commi t t ed  much ,  o f  h im they  w i l l 
a s k  t h e  m o r e .” A n d  a g a i n :  “ T h i s  i s  t h e  c o n d e m - 
na t i on ,  t h a t  l i gh t  i s  come  in to  the  wor l d ,  and  men 
loved darknes s  r a ther  than  l igh t ,  because  the i r  deeds 
were evil.”

W h o m  s h o u l d  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t o  b e  d r aw n  f ro m 
the s e  p rem i s e s ,  a l a r m?—I f—a s  an  o l d  wr i t e r  s ay s— 
there  a re  many mans ions  in  he l l  a s  wel l  a s  in  heaven, 
“Wha t  s h a l l  t h e  end  b e  o f  t h em th a t  obey  no t  t h e 
G o s p e l  o f  G o d ? ” Yo u  t a l k  o f  H e a t h e n s :  b u t  t h ey 
n eve r  h e a rd  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  S av i o u r,  a n d ,  h av i n g 
had no test imony to reject ,  come not within the reach 
o f  the  t remendous  s en tence,  “He  tha t  be l i eve th  no t 
s h a l l  b e  d amned .” L e ave  t h em ,  a nd  t h i nk  o f  you r - 
se lve s .  You have  o f ten  heard  wi th  a  sh iver ing  hor ror 
o f  the  f a te  o f  Sodom.  The  inhab i t an t s  were  “ s inner s 
a bove  a l l  men  be fo re  t h e  Lo rd : ” and  he  wou ld  no t 
su f f e r  them to  be  bur i ed ,  l e s t  the i r  wre tched  bod ie s 
shou ld  po l lu te  the  ro t t enne s s  o f  the  g r ave,  bu t  con- 
s u m e d  t h e m ;  a n d  “ T h ey  a r e  s e t  f o r t h  f o r  a n  e x - 
ample,  su f f e r ing  the  vengeance  o f  e te r na l  f i re.” But , 
pe rhaps ,  my dea r  Bro ther,  some o f  your  hea re r s  may 
herea f ter  exc la im,  O that  I  had been bor n in  Sodom! 
O th a t  I  h ad  pe r i s hed  th ree  thou s and  ye a r s  e a r l i e r ! 
O  t h a t  by  a  p ro f u s i on  o f  D iv i n e ,  bu t  u n s a n c t i f i e d 
p r i v i l e g e s ,  I  h a d  n e ve r  d r aw n  u p o n  my s e l f  a  f a r
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more  in to le r able  doom!  I s  th i s  t a lk ing  ex t r avagance ; 
o r  p r e a c h i n g  u p  i m a g i n a r y  t e r ro r ?  W h a t  wa s  t h e 
l anguage  o f  our  Lord  h imse l f ,  to  those  tha t  en joyed , 
hu t  m i s improved  h i s  p re a ch ing ?  “And  thou ,  Cape r - 
n aum,  wh i ch  a r t  ex a l t ed  un to  he aven ,  s h a l t  b e  c a s t 
down  to  he l l :  f o r  i f  t h e  m igh t y  work s ,  wh i ch  h ave 
been done in thee,  had been done in Sodom, i t  would 
h ave  r e m a i n e d  u n t i l  t h i s  d ay.  B u t  I  s ay  u n t o  yo u , 
That  i t  sha l l  be more to lerable  for  the land of  Sodom 
in the day of judgment than for thee.”

Did  you never  obse r ve  the  words  o f  the  Apos t l e  to 
the  Hebrews ?  He  i s  no t  con ten t  to  a sk ,  “How sha l l 
we  e s c a p e  i f  we  n e g l e c t  s o  g r e a t  s a l v a t i o n ? ” B u t 
m a r k  h i s  l a n g u a g e — “ H e  t h a t  d e s p i s e d  M o s e s ’ l aw 
d i e d  w i t h o u t  m e r c y : ” o b s e r ve  t h e  e xp re s s i o n —w i t h - 
o u t  m e r c y !  “ u n d e r  t wo  o r  t h r e e  w i t n e s s e s :  o f  h ow 
m u c h  s o r e r  p u n i s h m e n t ” ( w h a t ,  s o r e r  t h a n  d y i n g 
w i t h o u t  m e r c y ! )  “ o f  h ow  mu c h  s o r e r  p u n i s h m e n t , 
s u ppo s e  ye ,  s h a l l  h e  b e  t hough t  wo r t hy,  who  h a t h 
trodden under foot the Son of  God, and hath counted 
the  b lood  o f  the  covenan t ,  whe rewi th  he  wa s  s anc- 
t i f i ed ,  an  unho ly  th ing ,  and  ha th  done  de sp i t e  un to 
t h e  S p i r i t  o f  G r a c e ? ” Yo u  h ave  r e a d  o f  t h e  d ev i l 
and  h i s  ange l s .  D id  Chr i s t  t ake  upon  h im the i r  n a - 
t u re ?  D i d  h e  d i e  f o r  t h em?  Wa s  p a rdon ,  wa s  ho l i - 
n e s s  eve r  o f f e red  t o  t h em?  No :  a nd  t h e re f o re  t h ey 
have  neve r  been  re j ec t ed—by them.  No:  th i s  supe r - 
S a t a n i c  g u i l t  l i e s  o n l y  a t  yo u r  d o o r .  Pe r h a p s ,  my 
d e a r  B ro t h e r ,  s o m e  o f  yo u r  h e a r e r s  m ay  h e re a f t e r 
e x c l a im ,  O  th a t  I  h ad  b e en  a  f a l l e n  ange l !  O  t h a t , 
before the creation of the world, I  had been cast  down 
to hel l ,  and conf ined in chains  of  darkness  against  the 
j u d g m e n t  o f  t h e  g r e a t  d ay !  A ny  c h a i n  h a d  b e e n  a 
b l e s s i ng  tha t  cou ld  have  kep t  me  f rom t h a t  p l a ce  o f
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wo r s h i p !  E ve n  h e l l  wo u l d  h ave  p rove d  a  p r i v i l e g e 
h a d  i t  p r e ve n t e d  m e  f ro m  s i t t i n g  u n d e r  t h a t  m i - 
nister!—

I  long  to  l e ave  th i s  pa r t  o f  my sub jec t ;  bu t  I  mus t 
remark ,  Tha t  no th ing  t end s  to  con f i r m our  f a i th  in 
t he  S c r i p tu re s  more  t h an  a  compa r i s on  o f  wha t  we 
see with what  we read.  How often do we f ind unholy 
a t t endan t s  on  the  Gospe l ,  a f t e r  a  wh i l e,  f a l l i ng  in to 
t h e  g re a t e s t  e r ro r s  o r  t h e  v i l e s t  c r ime s :  s ome t ime s 
they become per secutor s ;  and ins tances  are  not  want- 
ing  in  which they have  ended the i r  wre tched days  in 
f renzy  o r  de spe r a t i on !  Bu t  whe re  they  s t i l l  re t a in  a 
decency of character, and do not abandon the means of 
g r ace,  they  g row ea sy  and  in s en s ib l e,  and  a re  r a re l y 
ever  awakened.  For  what  can impres s  those  who have 
contr ived to s i t  out  the contents  of  the Bible  a  thou- 
s and  t imes  ove r ?  They  a re  l i ke  b i rd s ,  bor n  and  b red 
i n  a  b e l f r y,  w h i c h  s t a r t  n o t ,  n o r  m ove  a  w i n g ,  a t 
sounds which would s tun s tranger s  to the place.  Some 
of  thi s  hopeles s  obduracy i s ,  unquest ionably,  a  natura l 
e f f ec t ;  the  con sequence  o f  long  f ami l i a r i t y  wi th  d i - 
v ine  th ing s ,  t r i f l i ng  w i th  conv i c t i on s ,  and  re s i s t i ng 
consc ience :  but  there  i s  a l so  a  deg ree  o f  pena l  judg- 
men t  i n  i t :  f o r  God  c an  a s  r e a l l y  pun i s h  by  w i t h - 
ho ld ing  a  s a lu t a r y  and  nece s s a r y  in f luence  a s  by  any 
po s i t ive  i n f l i c t i on :  a nd  t hu s  f u l f i l  t h a t  t remendou s 
d e c l a r a t i on  repe a t ed  no  l e s s  t h an  f ou r  t ime s  i n  t h e 
S c r i p t u re ;  “ G o  u n t o  t h i s  p e o p l e  a n d  s ay.  H e a r i n g 
ye  s h a l l  h e a r,  and  s h a l l  no t  unde r s t and ;  and  s e e i ng 
ye  sh a l l  s e e,  and  no t  pe rce ive :  f o r  the  hea r t  o f  t h i s 
people i s  waxed g ross ,  and their  ear s  are dul l  of  hear- 
ing ,  and the i r  eyes  have they c losed :  le s t  they should 
s e e  w i t h  t h e i r  eye s ,  a nd  h e a r  w i t h  t h e i r  e a r s ,  a n d 
u n d e r s t a n d  w i t h  t h e i r  h e a r t ,  a n d  s h o u l d  b e  c o n -
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ve r ted ,  and  I  shou ld  hea l  them.” But  l e t  u s  cons ide r 
ministers,

Th i rd l y,  In  re l a t i on  to  God ,  who  s end s  them,  and 
t o  w h o m  t h ey  a r e  r e p o n s i b l e .  To  H i m  t h ey  a r e  a 
sw e e t  savou r  o f  C h r i s t ;  a n d  a  s we e t  s a vo u r  o f 
Chr i s t  both  in  them that  are  save d,  and  in  them 
t h at  p e r i s h .  H e  a c c e p t s  t h e m  a n d  d e l i g h t s  i n 
them,  not  on ly  when a  sub jec t  opens  to  the i r  minds , 
bu t  when (un le s s  they  have  been  neg l igen t )  i t  s eems 
impene t r ab l e  t o  t h e i r  a t t emp t ;  no t  on l y  when  they 
p re ach  w i th  f l uency  and  p l e a su re,  bu t  when  (un l e s s 
they  have  been ina t tent ive  to  means )  they  a re  pa ined 
with embar rassment, and ashamed, as they come down, 
to look thei r  hearer s  in  the f ace :  not  only when they 
add  to  the  chu rch  cha r a c t e r s  t he  mos t  hope fu l ;  bu t 
when ,  wi th  b l eed ing  hea r t s ,  they  exc lude  d i so rde r ly 
member s :  no t  on l y  when  they  app roach  God  a t  t he 
head  o f  a  l i s t  o f  conver t s ,  s ay ing ,  “Behold ,  the  ch i l - 
d ren  thou ha s t  g iven  me,” bu t  when they  re t i re  in to 
their  c loset s  and at  hi s  feet  exc la im, “Lord,  who hath 
be l i eved  our  repor t ?” I f  the  Phys i c i an  ha s  been sk i l - 
f u l  and  a t t en t ive,  he  re c e ive s  h i s  f e e s  a s  we l l  when 
the patient dies as when he lives.

S u c c e s s  i s  d e s i r a b l e .  W h o  l ove s  t o  t o i l  i n  va i n ? 
Who love s  to  p l an t ,  and  wa te r,  and  see  no  inc rea se ? 
—And in genera l ,  God ble s se s  h i s  ser vant s  wi th some 
c o n s i d e r a b l e  d e g r e e  o f  u s e f u l n e s s .  B u t  a  u s e f u l 
m in i s t r y  i s  no t  nece s s a r y,  to  a  va l i d  one.  Our  Sav i - 
ou r  h imse l f  p re ached  wi th  ve r y  l i t t l e  e f f e c t :  “ I  s a i d 
I  h ave  l a b o u re d  i n  va i n ;  I  h ave  s p e n t  my  s t r e n g t h 
fo r  nought  and  in  va in :” “Ye t ,” he  add s ,  “ye t  su re l y 
my  j udgmen t  i s  w i t h  t h e  Lo rd ,  a nd  my  wo rk  w i t h 
my  G o d .” A n d  s o  m ay  e ve r y  m i n i s t e r  s a y,  u n d e r
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d i s cou r ag ing  appe a r ance s .  We  s e r ve  a  good  ma s t e r ; 
h e  d o e s  n o t  m a ke  u s  a n s we r a b l e  f o r  s u c c e s s :  h e 
knows  in f in i t e l y  be t t e r  than  we  do,  tha t  conve r s ion 
i s  h i s  own prerogat ive,  and does  not  depend upon us . 
Duty  on ly  i s  ou r s ;  and  even  wi th  rega rd  to  th i s ,  he 
a l lows us  to depend upon him for  abi l i ty  to di scharge 
i t ;  and in  e s t imat ing our  se r v ice s ,  he  admit s  in to  the 
a c coun t ,  no t  on l y  a l l  we  do ;  bu t  a l l  we  t r y  t o  do, 
and  w i sh  to  do,  bu t  i n  wh i ch  we  a re  h inde red ;  and 
s ay s ,  “ I t  wa s  we l l  t h a t  i t  wa s  i n  t hy  h e a r t .” T h e 
l anguage  o f  promise  i s ,  “Be thou fa i t h fu l  unto  dea th , 
and I  wi l l  g ive  thee  a  c rown o f  l i f e.” We go fur ther ; 
we a re  per suaded tha t  there  a re  many ca se s  in  which 
min i s te r s  a re  dea re r  to  God in  the i r  d i s appoin tment s 
than in  the i r  succe s se s .  I t  i s  p lea sant  to  l abour  when 
we  s u c c e e d ;  a n d  t h e re  i s  a lway s  s o m e  d a n g e r ,  l e s t 
p r i d e  shou ld  m ix  w i th  ou r  p l e a su re,  and ,  wh i l e  we 
a cknowledge  God  to  be  t he  au tho r,  we  shou ld  f e e l 
some l i t t l e  impor t ance  a t  l e a s t ,  in  be ing  the  in s t r i i - 
m e n t s .  T h e  t r i a l  o f  p r i n c i p l e  i s  t o  l a b o u r  w i t h o u t 
s u c c e s s .  To  b e a r  t h e  b u rd e n  a n d  h e a t  o f  t h e  d ay 
w i t h o u t  m u r m u r i n g ;  t o  a b i d e  a t  o u r  p o s t  u n d e r 
ever y  tempta t ion to  leave  i t ;  to  s ay,  “ I f  he  i s  p lea sed 
to  u s e  me,  I  sh a l l  deem i t  an  honour ;  bu t  i f  he  re - 
f u s e  m e ,  I  h ave  n o  r e a s o n  t o  c o m p l a i n :  h e  h a s  a 
r ight  to  choose  h i s  own ins t r ument s  to  be  wi l l ing  to 
l ay  a  founda t ion  upon which  another  i s  to  bu i ld ;  o r 
t o  s e t  we l l ,  a s  a no t h e r  r i s e s ,  a nd  w i t hou t  e nvy  o r 
r e g r e t ,  t o  s ay,  “ H e  mu s t  i n c r e a s e  a n d  I  mu s t  d e - 
c rea se”—here  i s  the  t r ue  sp i r i t  o f  a  s e r van t—here  i s 
r e a l  g r e a t n e s s  i n  t h e  s i g h t  o f  t h e  L o rd — a n d  s u c h 
magnanimity shall not lose its reward.

I  conc l ude  w i t h  two  re f l e c t i on s ,  f o rc i b l y  d e r ived 
from our subject.
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F i r s t :  Wi t h  w h at  aw f u l  i m p r e s s i o n s  s h o u l d 
mini ste r s  preach !  The  o f f i ce  o f  a  l awyer  i s  impor t - 
a n t :  h e  g u a rd s  o u r  p ro p e r t y.  T h e  o f f i c e  o f  a  p hy - 
s ic ian i s  more impor tant :  he takes  care  of  our  hea l th . 
But  the  o f f i ce  o f  a  min i s t e r  i s  un speakably  the  mos t 
impor t an t  o f  a l l ,  b e c au s e  h i s  conce r n  l i e s  w i th  t he 
sou l .  The  consequence s  which  f low f rom h i s  l abour s 
a r e  t h e  i s s u e s  o f  l i f e  a n d  d e a t h ,  s p i r i t u a l  l i f e  a n d 
de a th ,  e t e r n a l  l i f e  and  de a th !  Wha t  f e e l i ng s  s hou ld 
precede,  accompany,  fo l low ever y ser mon we de l iver ! 
I s  the re  a  min i s t e r  he re  p re sen t ,  tha t  c an  re f l ec t  fo r 
a  momen t  upon  the  g re a tne s s  o f  h i s  wo rk ,  and  no t 
e x c l a i m — a n d  i t  i s  t h e  a p o s t l e ’s  ow n  i n f e r e n c e — 
“Who is sufficient for these things?”

S e c o n d l y :  Wi t h  w h a t  s o l e m n  i m p r e s s i o n s 
sh oul d  p e op l e  h ear !  Ye t ,  a l a s !  n o t h i n g ,  i n  c o m - 
m o n ,  i s  s o  l i t t l e  r e ve r e n c e d ,  a s  p r e a c h i n g .  W i t h 
wha t  a  c a re l e s s  and  though t l e s s  a i r  a re  pe r son s  s een 
en t e r i n g  t h e  hou s e  o f  t h e  E t e r n a l ,  a nd  l e av i n g  i t ! 
How se ldom do  hea re r s  re t i re,  and  re f l e c t  and  p r ay, 
b e fo re  t hey  engage  i n  t he  s e r v i c e  o f  God—or  even 
a f t e r !  W h e n  d o  t h e y  l i s t e n  u n d e r  t h e  wo rd  w i t h 
th a t  f e a r fu l  devou tne s s  wh i ch  wou ld  nece s s a r i l y  re - 
s u l t  f rom such  a  s ugge s t i on  a s  t h i s :  “ I  s h a l l  b e  t h e 
be t t e r,  o r  wor s e,  f o r  t h i s  exe rc i s e .  I t  w i l l  l e ave  me 
so much nearer heaven, or hell?”

Many fee l  a  k ind of  dread a t  the  thought  o f  an  im- 
proper approach to the table of  the Lord, having read, 
“He tha t  ea te th  and  dr inke th  unwor th i ly,  ea te th  and 
d r i nke t h  d amna t i on  t o  h im s e l f ,  no t  d i s c e r n i ng  t h e 
L o rd ’s  b o d y.” B u t  d o  yo u  n eve r  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  h e 
who  h e a r s  unwo r t h i l y  e xpo s e s  h im s e l f  t o  no  l e s s  a 
doom?  Eve r y  unha l l owed  a t t end ance  on  any  o f  t h e
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m e a n s  o f  g r a c e  mu s t  i s s u e  i n  yo u r  a g g r ava t e d  s i n 
a nd  m i s e r y.  You  d re a d  t h e  r emova l  o f  t h e  Go s p e l , 
and  a l low tha t  the  want  o f  hea r ing  the  words  o f  the 
L o rd  wo u l d  b e  a  f a m i n e ,  wo r s e  t h a n  a  f a m i n e  o f 
b re ad  o r  o f  wa t e r :  bu t ,  p e rh ap s ,  you  neve r  re f l e c t , 
t h a t  a s  t he  m in i s t r y  may  be  w i thd r awn  in  wra th ,  i t 
may  a l so  be  con t inued  in  judgment :  tha t  a s  the  lo s s 
of  the means  of  sa lvat ion i s  dreadful ,  the cont inuance 
of  them is  much more so,  when they become only the 
enhancement s  o f  gu i l t  and  condemna t ion :  you  have, 
pe rhap s ,  o f t en  p r ayed  aga in s t  be ing  dep r ived  o f  the 
f a cu l t y  o f  h e a r i ng ,  bu t  n eve r  p r ayed  a g a i n s t  l o s i ng 
the g race of  hear ing—but hear ing may prove a g reater 
curse than deafness.

O l e t  me  c a l l  upon  you  s e r i ou s l y  to  con s i de r  t h i s 
w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  yo u r s e l ve s :  a n d  s u f f e r  m e  t o  a s k , 
Wha t  i s  your  p ro spec t ,  and  wha t  i s  your  cond i t ion? 
Remembe r,  F i r s t ,  Tha t  t h e  word  p re a ched  i s  n eve r 
un ive r s a l l y—some  wou ld  s ay—neve r  g ene r a l l y,  s u c - 
c e s s f u l .  Th a t ,  S e cond l y,  i t  a lway s  op e r a t e s  i n  s om e 
way,  and  i t  i s  impo s s i b l e  to  rende r  i t  an  ine f f i c i en t 
p r i n c i p l e .  I t  re s embl e s  Mose s ,  who  s l ew  the  Egyp- 
t i an ,  and  s aved  the  I s r a e l i t e .  I t  i s  l i ke  the  a rk ,  t h a t 
b l e s s e d  t h e  hou s e  o f  Obed - edom ,  a nd  p l a gued  t h e 
Ph i l i s t i n e s .  I t  i s  an  a l imen t  t h a t  nou r i s he s ,  o r  po i - 
s o n s .  I t  i s  a  m e d i c i n e  t h a t  k i l l s ,  o r  c u r e s .  I t  i s 
l i ke  the  p l ane t ;  somet ime s  the  b r i gh t  and  mor n ing- 
s t a r ,  u s h e r i n g  i n  t h e  d ay ;  a n d  s o m e t i m e s  t h e  h a r - 
b inge r  o f  n i gh t ,  d r aw ing  on  the  b l a ckne s s  o f  d a rk - 
ne s s  f o r  eve r.  Th i rd l y,  The re  a re  bu t  tw o  c l a s s e s  o f 
h e a r e r s ;  b e l i e v e r s  a n d  u n b e l i e v e r s ;  c h i l d r e n  o f 
wr a th ,  o r  he i r s  o f  g l o r y.  To  wh i ch  o f  t he s e  do  you 
be long?  Here  a re  g rea t  d iver s i t i e s  o f  t a l en t  and con- 
d i t i o n ;  h e r e  a r e  m a l e  a n d  f e m a l e ;  o l d  a n d  yo u n g :
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ma s t e r s  a nd  s e r van t s ;  r i c h  a nd  poo r ;  t h e  e du c a t e d 
and  t h e  i l l i t e r a t e .—Bu t  t h e  d i s t i n c t i on  o f  ou r  t e x t 
en t e r s  a nd  s e e s  among  you  a l l ,  two  d iv i s i on s  on l y. 
A n d  w h a t  i f  a n  a n g e l ,  n e x t  L o rd ’s  d ay,  w h i l e  yo u 
a re  wor sh i pp ing ,  wa s  t o  come  down ,  and  make  t he 
s epa r a t ion  a s  v i s ib l e  a s  i t  i s  re a l ?  Suppose  he  shou ld 
place here ,  on the r ight hand, those to whom the word 
i s  a  s avour  o f  l i f e ;  and  t h e r e,  on  the  l e f t  hand ,  those 
to  whom i t  w i l l  be  the  s avour  o f  de a th .  Wi th  wha t 
anx ie ty  would  the  min i s te r  r i s e,  and  s t and ,  and look 
down  f rom  t h i s  d e s k ,  a nd  wa i t  t h e  d i s c r im in a t i on ! 
How wou ld  the  hea r t s  o f  re l i g iou s  f r i end s  and  re l a - 
t i on s  b re ak ,  a s  t hey  v i ewed  the  ob j e c t s  o f  t he i r  re - 
g a rd  l e d  away  w i t h  t h e  r e j e c t e d !  “ T h e re  g o e s  my 
b ro the r—my s i s t e r—my pa ren t—my ch i l d—my hu s - 
b and—my w i f e ! ”—Wha t  an  unequa l  d iv i s i on !  How 
sma l l  t h e  one !  How l a r g e  t he  o the r !  How d i f f e ren t 
the  re su l t  f rom p rev iou s  con j ec tu re  and  conv i c t ion ! 
Some,  who had  f e a red  to  make  a  p ro f e s s ion  o f  re l i - 
g ion, and hesi tated to speak of the state of their souls , 
on l y  l e s t  t h ey  shou ld  h ave  u t t e red  wha t  t hey  neve r 
f e l t ;  w h o,  f o r  wa n t  o f  a  ro o m  t o  r e t i r e  i n ,  o f t e n 
took a  more di s tant  and so l i ta r y walk to the house of 
God ,  p r ay ing  a s  t hey  wen t ,  “Send  u s  he lp  f rom the 
s a n c t u a r y,  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n  u s  o u t  o f  Z i o n : ” wo u l d 
rank sa fe  and happy:  whi le,  jo ined to the los t ,  would 
b e  f ound  s ome  who  h ad  a t t e nded  t h e  Go sp e l  f rom 
the i r  in f ancy ;  some,  who had o f ten welcomed mini s- 
t e r s  t o  the i r  t ab l e ;  pe rhap s  member s—perhap s  o f f i - 
cers of the Church!

B u t  i n  w h i c h  o f  t h e s e  c l a s s e s ,  I  a d d re s s  yo u  i n r 
d i v i d u a l l y,  wo u l d  yo u  b e  f o u n d ?  I t  i s  n o t  i n d e e d 
l i ke l y  t h a t  s u c h  a  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  w i l l  b e  m a d e  i n 
t h i s  wo r l d .  I t  d o e s  n o t  c o m p o r t  w i t h  t h e  w i s d o m
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o f  God ’s  d e s i g n s .  Yon  w i l l  t h e re f o re  c o n t i nu e  e x - 
t e r n a l l y  b l e n d e d  f o r  a  s e a s o n .  B u t  t h e  aw f u l  h o u r 
i s  a t  h and ,  when  the  s ep a r a t i on  mus t  be  made,  un- 
e r r i ng l y  made,  pub l i c l y  made,  i r reve r s i b l y  made.  I t 
i s  a l re ady  obv iou s  in  the  v i ew o f  God .  I t  i s  a l re ady 
a c tu a l l y  commenced—commenced  i n  t he  p r i n c i p l e s 
and disposi t ions which govern you, and in the manner 
i n  wh i ch  you  h e a r ,  a nd  re c e ive  t h e  wo rd .  Ag a i n  I 
a s k .  To  wh i ch  o f  t he s e  d iv i s i on s  do  you  be long ?  I t 
i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  d e t e r m in e .  I t  i s  n e c e s s a r y.  We  p re s s 
fo r  a  dec i s ion :  and  l e ave  consc i ence  to  rece ive  your 
reply.
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SENSIBILITY AT THE PALL OP EMINENCE:

A SERMON
PREACHED IN SURREY CHAPEL,

AT THE FUNERAL OF THE

REV. ROWLAND HILL, A.M.
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TO THE

RIGHT HON. ROWLAND LORD HILL,

OF ALMARAZ, AND OF HAWKESTONE,

D.C.L., G.C.B., K.T.S., K.M.T., AND K.S.G.,

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF HIS MAJESTY’S FORCES. 
&c. &c. &c.

My Lord,
Th i s  S e r mon ,  wh i ch  you r  Lo rd sh i p ’s  c andou r  a p - 

p roved  in  the  de l ive r y,  and  whose  ch i e f  me r i t  con- 
s i s t s  i n  a  we l l - m e a n t  e n d e avo u r  t o  a p p re c i a t e  t h e 
wor th ,  and  to  improve  the  dea th  o f  your  eminen t l y 
pious, and useful, and honoured relation,

is,
wi th  a l l  the  re spec t  due  to  the  h igh  renown which 

you have so jus t ly  acquired,  and s t i l l  more to the ex- 
cellences of your personal character.

Inscr ibed,
B y  yo u r  L o r d s h i p ’s  m o s t  h u m b l e  a n d  o b e d i e n t 

servant.
� William Jay.
Bath, April 26, 1833.
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SENSIBILITY AT THE FALL OF EMINENCE.
“Howl, fir tree; for the cedar is fallen.”—Zechariah xi. 2.

No one can read the Bible without perceiving horv 
much it  abounds with metaphor and compar isons. 

Bu t  d i d  you  eve r,  my  b re t h ren ,  con s i d e r  t h e  c au s e 
or  the  rea son  o f  th i s ?  The  Bible  i s  an  Ea s te r n  book ; 
a n d  t h e  wa r m  i m a g i n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  E a s t e r n s  n eve r 
s u f f e re d  t h em  t o  op en  t h e i r  l i p s  w i t hou t  a  f i g u re . 
The  B ib l e  i s  an  anc i en t  book ;  and  in  p ropor t ion  a s 
yo u  g o  b a c k  i n  h i s t o r y  a n d  s c i e n c e  yo u  w i l l  f i n d 
l a n g u a g e  t h e  mo re  e s s e n t i a l l y  po e t i c a l :  a l l  s ava g e s 
a re  f u l l  o f  image r y.  The  B ib l e  i s  a l s o  a  book  wr i t - 
t en  f o r  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  b e i ng s  who s e  m ind s  a re  em- 
bod i ed ,  and  who se  s en s e s  a re  t he  med iums  o f  t he i r 
k n ow l e d g e :  t h ey  t h e r e f o r e  r e q u i r e  s u c h  m o d e s  o f 
r e p re s en t a t i on  a nd  a dd re s s .  They  re qu i re  t h em  f o r 
f o u r  p u r p o s e s .  T h e  f i r s t  i s  t o  s h a d e  a n d  s o f t e n — 
T h i s  i s  t h e  c a s e  w h e n  t h e  s u b j e c t  i s  d a z z l i n g  a n d 
ove r powe r i ng .  The  s e cond  i s  t o  i l l u s t r a t e—Th i s  i s 
t h e  c a s e  when  t h e  s ub j e c t  i s  ob s cu re  and  d i f f i c u l t , 
a nd  need s  t h e  app l i c a t i on  o f  s ome th ing  more  c l e a r 
and  e a s y.  The  th i rd  i s ,  t o  impre s s  t he  sub j e c t  more 
deep l y  on  the  m ind ,  and  to  rende r  i t  more  du r ab l e 
i n  t h e  r e m e m b r a n c e .  A n d  t h e  l a s t  i s ,  t o  d e c o r a t e 
a nd  d e l i gh t ;  f o r  we  mu s t  b e  i n t e re s t e d  i n  o rd e r  t o 
be  a t t en t ive ;  and  we  mus t  be  p l e a s ed  in  o rde r  to  be 
p ro f i t e d—Now compa r i s on  rende r s  t h e  s ub j e c t  i n -
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v i t i n g  a n d  a t t r a c t i ve .  A l l  l ove  i m i t a t i o n .  A l l  a r e 
ch a r med  w i th  re s embl ance s .  Me t apho r i c a l  l anguage 
the re fo re  i s  l i ke  ou r  c lo th ing ,  wh ich  wa s  o r i g ina l l y 
introduced from necess i ty,  but i s  now used and pr ized 
for ornament and pleasure.

Hence  we  need  no t  wonde r  t h a t  i n  t h e  S c r i p t u re 
t h e  wo r l d  i s  c a l l e d  e a r t h — O  e a r t h ,  e a r t h ,  e a r t h , 
h e a r  t h e  wo rd  o f  t h e  Lo rd—tha t  n a t i on s  and  com- 
mun i t i e s  a re  c a l l ed  mounta in s  and  h i l l s—“Why l e ap 
ye ,  ye  h i g h  h i l l s ?  t h i s  i s  t h e  h i l l  w h i c h  t h e  L o rd 
des i reth to dwel l  in,  yea,  the Lord wi l l  dwel l  in i t  for 
e ve r ” — a n d  t h a t  m e n  a r e  e x p r e s s e d  by  p l a n t s  a n d 
t r e e s ,  a s  i n  t h e  p a s s a g e  I  h a ve  r e a d — H ow l ,  f i r 
tree; for the cedar is fallen.

We sha l l  occupy  none  o f  you r  t ime  in  endeavour - 
ing to ascer ta in to whom these words  were addres sed, 
o r  o f  whom they  a re  spoken ;  but  sha l l  t ake  occa s ion 
from them to cal l  your thoughts this  morning to three 
things.

The first regards the differences there are among men.
The second: Their fall, however distinguished.
T h e  t h i r d :  T h e  s o r r o w  t h e  e v e n t  d e m a n d s .  T h i s 

wi l l  s e r ve  to  ver i fy  the  remark  o f  Mr.  Burke,  tha t  i t 
i s  the  l aw of  our  nature  to  fee l  an interes t  in  the f a l l 
o f  g rea tnes s ;  and a f ford me an oppor tuni ty  to  not ice, 
wi th  a l l  the  venera t ion  and a f f ec t ion  due  to  h i s  me- 
mor y,  one  o f  the  mos t  ex t r ao rd ina r y,  and  exce l l en t , 
a n d  u s e f u l  c h a r a c t e r s  o f  o u r  ow n  a g e — o r  o f  a ny 
other. The

F i r s t  s en t imen t  we  have  to  exemp l i f y  i s  exp re s s ed 
by  t he  p rophe t  I s a i ah  i n  a  s im i l a r  compa r i s on—In- 
s t e a d  o f  t h e  t ho r n  s h a l l  c ome  up  t h e  f i r  t r e e ,  a nd 
i n s t e ad  o f  t h e  b r i e r  s h a l l  come  up  t he  my r t l e  t re e : 
and  i t  sha l l  be  to  the  Lord  fo r  a  name,  fo r  an  eve r -
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l a s t ing  s ign  tha t  sha l l  not  be  cut  o f f .” He means  tha t 
unde r  t h e  D iv i ne  a g ency  p e r s on s  s h a l l  po s s e s s  n ew 
qua l i t ie s  and exce l lences ,  and be a s  super ior  to  those 
tha t  went  be fo re  them a s  the se  t ree s  a re  super io r  to 
the  re fu s e  o f  the  fo re s t .  Bu t  i f  t he  f i r  he  above  the 
tho r n ,  t he  c eda r  su r pa s s e s  t he  f i r—“Howl ,  f i r  t re e ; 
f o r  t h e  c e d a r  i s  f a l l e n .” T h e  c e d a r  i s  a lway s  c e l e - 
b r a t e d  i n  t h e  S c r i p t u r e .  I t  o f t e n  g r ew  ve r y  l o f t y ; 
a n d  a l s o  ve r y  l a r g e .  I t  wa s  s o m e t i m e s  n e a r  f o r t y 
feet  in the g ir th.  The wood was frag rant ,  and smooth, 
a n d  s o l i d ,  a n d  i n c o r r u p t i b l e .  H e n c e  i t  wa s  mu c h 
appropr ia ted to  the for mat ion of  s t a tues  des igned for 
d u r a t i o n .  I t  w a s  u s e d  a b u n d a n t l y  i n  S o l o m o n ’s 
p a l a c e ;  a n d  i n  t h e  t e m p l e  o f  G o d .  To  a  p i e c e  o f 
c ed a r  wood  we re  f a s t ened  the  woo l  and  the  hy s sop 
tha t  made  the  sw i t ch  to  sp r ink l e  the  l epe r  f rom h i s 
unc leanne s s .  Dav id  honoured  i t  by  s ay ing  the  r i gh t - 
e o u s  “ s h a l l  g r o w  l i k e  a  c e d a r  i n  L e b a n o n  a n d 
unde r  t h i s  image  E z ek i e l  a l l u d e s  t o  a  g re a t e r  t h an 
Z e r u b b a b e l ,  e ve n  t o  H i m  w h o  i s  f a i r e r  t h a n  t h e 
c h i l d r e n  o f  m e n :  “ I  w i l l  a l s o  t a ke  o f  t h e  h i g h e s t 
b ranch o f  the  h igh cedar,  and wi l l  s e t  i t ;  I  wi l l  c rop 
of f  f rom the top of  hi s  young twigs  a  tender one,  and 
wi l l  p l ant  i t  upon an h igh mounta in  and eminent :  in 
the  mounta in  o f  the  he igh t  o f  I s r a e l  w i l l  I  p l an t  i t : 
and  i t  s h a l l  b r ing  fo r th  bough s ,  and  hea r  f r u i t ,  and 
be  a  good ly  ceda r :  and  unde r  i t  sha l l  dwe l l  a l l  f owl 
o f  ever y  wing ;  in  the  shadow of  the  branches  there- 
of  sha l l  they dwel l .” Thus  you see  the cedar  i s  a lways 
used in the Scripture to designate pre-eminence.

L e t  u s  n ow  p ro c e e d .  Pe r s o n s  a r e  f o n d  o f  u n i - 
f o r m i t y,  bu t  God ,  who s e  t hough t s  a nd  way s  a re  a s 
much above  our s  a s  the  heavens  a re  above  the  ea r th , 
i s  a lways  p roduc ing  va r ie ty.  Men o f ten  t a lk  o f  equa- 
l i t y,  b u t  w h e r e  i s  i t  t o  b e  f o u n d ?  Yo u  h ave  j u s t
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he a rd  i n  t h e  s ub l ime  ch ap t e r  wh i ch  h a s  b e en  re ad , 
t h a t  “A l l  f l e s h ,  i s  no t  t h e  s ame  f l e s h :  bu t  t h e re  i s 
on e  k i nd  o f  f l e s h  o f  men ,  a no t h e r  f l e s h  o f  b e a s t s , 
a no t h e r  o f  f i s h e s ,  a nd  a no t h e r  o f  b i rd s .  The re  a re 
a l s o  c e l e s t i a l  bod i e s  and  bod i e s  t e r re s t r i a l :  bu t  t h e 
g lor y of  the ce les t ia l  i s  one,  and the g lor y of  the ter- 
r e s t r i a l  i s  a no t h e r .  The re  i s  on e  g l o r y  o f  t h e  s un , 
and another  g lor y  of  the  moon,  and another  g lor y  of 
the  s t a r s :  fo r  one  s t a r  d i f f e re th  f rom anothe r  s t a r  in 
g l o r y.” And  i f  we  a s c end  above  t h e  s t a r s ,  how i s  i t 
t h e re ?  The re  we  f i nd  “ che r ub im ,” and  “ s e r a ph im ,” 
“ ange l s ” and  “ a rchange l s ,” “ th rone s  and  domin ion s , 
p r i n c i p a l i t i e s  a n d  p owe r s .” N e e d  we  b e  s u r p r i s e d 
the re fo re  to  f i nd  d i f f e rence s  among  men?  Some  a re 
fir trees, others are cedars.

How super ior  a re  some men to  o ther s  in  c iv i l  r ank 
and  s t a t ion !  The se  ou tward  d i s t inc t ion s  indeed  have 
a lway s  been  ove r r a t ed ,  bu t  they  a re  no t  to  be  ove r - 
l ooked .  The  we l f a re  o f  s o c i e t y  requ i re s  t h em:  God 
h a s  a p p o i n t e d  t h e m :  t h e  S c r i p t u re  s u p p o r t s  t h e m . 
We  a re  e n j o i n ed  t o  “ rend e r  t o  a l l  t h e i r  d u e s ;  t r i - 
bu te  to  whom t r ibu te  i s  due ;  cu s tom to  whom cu s - 
tom;  f e a r  t o  whom f e a r ;  honour  to  whom honour.” 
We a re  fo rb idden  to  “de sp i s e  domin ion” and  “ speak 
evil of dignities.”

How super ior  a re  some men to  o ther s  in  cor porea l 
qua l i t i e s ;  s uch  a s  s t a tu re,  s peed ,  s t reng th ,  g r a ce fu l - 
n e s s !  The s e  a re  i nd e ed  t h e  l owe s t  p e r s o n a l  d i s t i n c - 
t i on s  o f  man ;  and  i n  s ome  o f  t he s e  a t t r i bu t e s  he  i s 
exce l l ed  even  by  the  an ima l s  themse lve s .  “Beau ty  i s 
deceitful, and favour is vain”—

“Were I so tall to reach the Pole,  
	 And grasp the ocean with a span,  
I must be measur’d by my soul;  
	 The mind ’s the standard of the man.”
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Ye t  t h e  b o d y  i s  t h e  wo r k m a n s h i p  o f  G o d ,  a n d  we 
are fearfully and wonderfully made!

How  s up e r i o r  a r e  s ome  men  t o  o t h e r s  i n  men t a l 
endowmen t s ;  i n  p e rc ep t i on ,  i n  comprehen s ivene s s , 
i n  j udgmen t ,  i n  re a son ing ,  i n  t a s t e !  I t  i s  a b su rd  t o 
deny that  there are  or ig ina l  d i f ferences  even in mind, 
howeve r  unab l e  we  may  be  t o  exp l a i n  t h e  my s t e r y. 
I t  mu s t  a l s o  be  admi t t ed  th a t  t he re  a re  c au s e s  ope- 
r a t i n g  s u b s e q u e n t i a l l y  t o  b i r t h ,  w h i c h  h ave  t h e i r 
in f luence,  and  in  many  ca s e s  the  ch ie f  in f luence,  in 
elevating, intellectual faculty.

How supe r io r  a re  some  men  to  o the r s  i n  a cqu i red 
knowledge ;  whe the r  i t  con s i s t s  i n  l anguage s ,  j u r i s - 
prudence,  commerce,  or  any of  the sc iences  and ar t s ! 
Al l  have not  the same oppor tuni t ies  for  improvement, 
and a l l  do not  fee l  the  s ame k ind or  pre s sure  o f  mo- 
tive to stimulate application.

H ow  s u p e r i o r  a r e  s o m e  m e n  t o  o t h e r s  i n  m o r a l 
a nd  s p i r i t u a l  d i s po s i t i on s !  The s e—wou ld  God  t h ey 
we re ! — t h e s e  a r e  n o t  a lway s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  g r e a t 
t a l e n t s  a nd  l i t e r a t u re ;  bu t  t h ey  a re  f a r  a bove  t h em 
a l l ,  a t  lea s t  in  the es t imat ion of  Him  whose judgment 
i s  a lway s  a c c o rd i n g  t o  t r u t h .  “ To  t h a t  m a n ,” s ay s 
He,  “w i l l  I  l ook ,  even  t o  h im  t h a t  i s  poo r  a nd  o f 
a  c on t r i t e  s p i r i t ,  a nd  who  t r emb l e t h  a t  my  wo rd .” 
“The  Lord  t ake th  p lea sure  in  them tha t  f e a r  h im,  in 
t h e m  t h a t  h o p e ’ i n  h i s  m e r c y.” “ T h e  r i g h t e o u s  i s 
more  exce l l en t  th an  h i s  ne i ghbour.” We honour  the 
h e uo  i n  a  l aw f u l  c a u s e ;  b u t  “ h e  t h a t  i s  s l ow  t o 
ange r  i s  b e t t e r  t h an  the  m igh ty,  and  he  th a t  r u l e th 
h i s  own  s p i r i t  t h an  he  t h a t  t a ke th  a  c i t y.” Acco rd - 
i ng  t o  t h e  S av i ou r,  h e  t h a t  re s embl e s  a  l i t t l e  ch i l d 
mos t  i s  t he  g re a t e s t  i n  the  k ingdom o f  heaven .  Bu t
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t h e re  a r e  d i f f e r e n c e s  eve n  h e re .  T h e  g o o d  g ro u n d 
i t s e l f  y i e l d s  i n  s o m e  p l a c e s  t h i r t y,  i n  s o m e  s i x t y, 
a n d  i n  s o m e  a n  h u n d r e d .  S o m e  a r e  we a k  i n  t h e 
f a i t h ,  o the r s  h ave  t he  f u l l  a s s u r ance  o f  f a i t h .  Some 
a re  t imid ,  o the r s  a re  bo ld  a s  a  l ion .  Some have  l i f e, 
but others have it more abundantly. Finally—

How supe r i o r  a re  s ome  men  t o  o t h e r s  i n  u s e f u l - 
n e s s !  A l l  u s e f u l n e s s  i s  r e s p e c t a b l e ;  a n d  we  owe 
much to  many of  our  fe l low-crea ture s  who have pre- 
p a red  the  ma te r i a l s  f o r  so  many  o f  ou r  en joymen t s . 
They  have  l aboured ,  and  we  have  en te red  in to  the i r 
l a b o u r s .  We  h a i l  t h e  p a t r i o t s  w h o  h ave  s t r u g g l e d 
to  f ree  our  neck f rom the  ga l l ing  l ink  o f  oppre s s ion . 
We  b l e s s  t h e  p h i l a n t h ro p i s t s  w h o  h ave  t o i l e d  ye a r 
a f t e r  yea r  to  emanc ipa t e  f rom the i r  va s s a l age  mu l t i - 
tudes  o f  the i r  fe l low-men,  the  work o f  God,  and the 
p u r c h a s e  o f  t h e  R e d e e m e r ’s  b l o o d — a n d  h ave  n o t 
l a b o u r e d  i n  v a i n .  We  b l e s s  e v e r y  h a n d  t h a t  i s 
s t re t ched  ou t  t o  f e ed  the  hung r y  and  to  c l o the  the 
n a ke d — B u t  i f  t h e r e  b e  “ j oy  i n  h e ave n  ove r  o n e 
s i n n e r  t h a t  r e p e n t e t h ,” “ t h e y  t h a t  t u r n  m a n y  t o 
r i g h t e o u s n e s s  s h a l l  s h i n e  a s  t h e  s t a r s  f o r  eve r  a n d 
eve r .” We  s o m e t i m e s  h o p e  t h a t  n o  C h r i s t i a n  g o e s 
to heaven a lone,  but i s  honoured to take at  leas t  some 
o n e  s o u l  s ave d  f ro m  d e a t h ,  a l o n g  w i t h  h i m .  A n d 
wha t  p re a che r  o f  t he  t r u th  a s  i t  i s  i n  Je su s  i s  t he re 
that  has  not  a  few f rui t s  o f  h i s  mini s t r y,  who,  though 
he  may  no t  b e  i n f o r med  o f  t h em  he re ,  w i l l  b e  h i s 
j oy  a n d  c row n  i n  t h e  d ay  o f  t h e  L o rd  J e s u s ?  B u t 
t h i n k  o f  s o m e !  T h i n k  o f  a  L u t h e r !  a  We s l e y ! 
a  W h i t f i e l d !  a  H i l l !  O  w h a t  a  t a x ,  n o t  o n l y  o f 
a d m i r a t i o n ,  bu t  g r a t i t u d e ,  h ave  s o m e  i n d i v i d u a l s 
l e v i e d  o n  c o u n t r i e s ,  a n d  g e n e r a t i o n s !  S o m e  a l s o
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h a ve  n o t  o n l y  b e e n  p r e a c h e r s ,  b u t  w r i t e r s ;  a n d 
t h e i r  wo r k s  h av i n g  o b t a i n e d  l a r g e  a c c e p t a n c e  a n d 
c i r c u l a t i o n  a r e  g i v i n g  t h e m  a  k i n d  o f  u b i q u i t y  i n 
doing good;  and they a re  ble s s ing thousands  in  num- 
be r l e s s  p l a c e s  a t  t h e  s ame  t ime—and  may  con t i nue 
to instruct and edify to the end of the world.

Hav ing  rema rked  t h e  d i f f e rence s  t h e re  a re  among 
men, let us.

Second ly,  ob se r ve  the i r  f a l l ,  however  d i s t ingu i shed 
t h e y  m a y  b e ;  “ H ow l ,  f i r  t r e e ;  f o r  t h e  c e d a r  i s 
fal le n.” The re  i s  a  two- fo l d  f a l l  t o  wh i ch  t he  be s t 
and greatest are liable.

T h e r e  i s  a  m o r a l  f a l l  t o  w h i c h  t h ey  a r e  e x p o s e d 
wh i l e  i n  t h i s  we ak  s t a t e  o f  f l e s h  a nd  b l ood .  How- 
ever  eminent  in  the i r  a t ta inments ,  they are  never  be- 
yond the  reach o f  danger  a s  long a s  they  remain in  a 
wo r l d  t h a t  l i e t h  i n  w i c ke d n e s s ,  a n d  r e t a i n  w i t h i n 
them any remains  o f  an  ev i l  hea r t  o f  unbe l i e f  in  de- 
p a r t i n g  f rom  th e  l iv i ng  God .  “Le t  h im  t h a t  t h i nk - 
e t h  h e  s t a n d e t h  t a ke  h e e d  l e s t  h e  f a l l .” T h e r e  i s 
no th ing  more  awfu l l y  a f f ec t ing  than  to  s ee  a  pe r son 
w h o  h a s  b e e n  f o r  ye a r s  f a m o u s  i n  t h e  C h u r c h  o f 
God,  and  ha s  d rawn so  many eye s  toward s  h im,  f a l l - 
i ng  in to  e r ro r,  o r  ove rcome by  t empta t ion ,  so  a s  to 
di sg race hi s  character,  prove a  s tumbl ing-block to the 
weak,  and a  g r ie f  to the s t rong,  and to cause the way 
o f  t r u th  to  be  ev i l  s poken  o f ,  and  the  wor thy  name 
by  w h i c h  we  a re  c a l l e d  t o  b e  b l a s p h e m e d .  “ I t  i s ,” 
a s  I s a i ah  s ay s ,  “ a s  when  a  s t anda rd-bea re r  f a in t e th ,” 
and the par ty to which he was at tached, no longer led 
a n d  a n i m a t e d  by  h i m ,  f l e e  a n d  d i s p e r s e .  O n  t h e 
o ther  hand,  i t  a lways  a f fords  u s  re l i e f ,  when we hear 
of  the removal  o f  an eminent  character,  to  know that
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he  s tood  in  the  ev i l  day,  and  hav ing  done  a l l  s tood , 
and was not only sincere, but without offence unti l  the 
day  o f  Chr i s t .  When such  a  man f in i she s  h i s  cour se, 
we sur round h i s  dea th ,  not  indeed wi thout  weeping , 
a s  we  sha l l  p re sen t l y  s ee,  bu t  wi th  song s  o f  de l ive r - 
a n c e .  E a c h  i s  r e a d y  t o  e x c l a i m ,  “ We l l ,  t h o u  h a s t 
g a i ned  t he  d ay—thy  wa r f a re  i s  a c comp l i s h ed—thou 
h a s t  nob l y  f ough t ,  a nd  conque red .” We  re j o i c e ,  a s 
the  Sc r ip tu re  s ay s ,  th a t  no  man  took  h i s  c rown—he 
l e f t  i t  un i n j u re d ,  un s u l l i e d—and  we  l ay  t h e  mo r a l 
coronet  upon hi s  cof f in ,  and shout  the p laudi t  he has 
a l r e a d y  h e a rd  i n  a n o t h e r  wo r l d ,  “ S e r va n t  o f  G o d , 
we l l  done”—“Wel l  done,  good  and  f a i th fu l  s e r van t ; 
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.”

Th i s  r em ind s  u s  o f  a no t h e r  f a l l ,  a n d  w i t h  wh i c h 
we a re  f ami l i a r  th i s  mor n ing ;  a  mor t a l  f a l l ,  o r  a  f a l l - 
i ng  by  dea th .  E i the r  by  a cc iden t ,  o r  d i s e a s e,  o r  i n - 
f irmity, or age, the g reat die as well  as other s.  It  might 
indeed  have  been  imag ined ,  th a t  the re  wou ld  be  an 
excep t ion  in  the i r  f avour,  and  th a t  a s  t he i r  S av iou r 
d i ed  fo r  them,  they  wou ld  be  exempted  f rom dy ing 
themse lve s .  I t  i s  a  f a i th fu l  s ay ing ,  and  wor thy  o f  a l l 
accepta t ion ,  tha t  he  d ied  for  them;  and by  dy ing  for 
them he hath abol i shed death,  now as  to i t s  s t ing,  and 
he re a f t e r  a s  t o  i t s  s t a t e .  Yea ,  by  dy ing  f o r  t h em he 
has  tur ned the cur se  into a  bles s ing,  so that  the r igh- 
t eou s  h ave  hope  in  the i r  de a th ,  and  b l e s s ed  a re  the 
d e ad  t h a t  d i e  i n  t h e  Lo rd .  Bu t  i n  t h i s  wa r  t h e re  i s 
no  d i s cha rge.  Here  the  r i ch  and  the  poor,  the  sma l l 
a nd  t h e  g re a t ,  mee t  t oge the r.  “My  s e r van t  Mose s ,” 
s a y s  G o d ,  “ i s  d e a d .” T h e r e  i s  n o  e n t e r i n g  g l o r y 
bu t  t h ro u g h  t h e  g r ave .  T h e re  i s  n o  b e i n g  c l o t h e d 
upon wi th  our  house  which i s  f rom heaven.  In  order 
to  be  c lo thed ,  we  mus t  f i r s t  be  found naked .  Chr i s -
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t i an s  and  min i s t e r s  the re fo re,  however  e l eva t ed ,  f a l l 
tinder the same stroke of mortality with others.

Ye a ,  t h ey  s ome t ime s  d i e  b e f o re  o t h e r s ;  t h e  c ed a r 
f a l l s  wh i l e  t he  f i r  t re e  s u r v ive s .  Th i s  i s  no t  i ndeed 
a lways  the  ca se—witnes s  the  dea th  o f  your  venerable 
p a s t o r .  I f  i t  we r e  t r u e ,  a s  a n  o l d  w r i t e r  r e m a r k s , 
tha t  “ever y  min i s te r  removed f rom h i s  peop le  be fore 
h e  i s  t h r e e s c o r e ,  i s  r e m ove d  i n  j u d g m e n t ,” yo u 
have  the  s a t i s f a c t ion  to  know tha t  your  be loved  mi- 
n i s t e r  wa s  no t  t aken  f rom you  p rema tu re l y,  bu t  h a s 
come to  h i s  g rave  l ike  a  shock o f  cor n ,  fu l ly  r ipe  in 
h i s  s e a s o n .  B u t  i n  h ow  m a ny  p rov i d e n c e s  h a s  t h e 
Lo rd  t r i ed  and  pe r p l exed  the  f a i th  o f  the  be re aved ! 
F o r  n o t  o n l y,  a s  Yo u n g  s a y s ,  d o e s  d e a t h  l ove  a 
s h in ing  ma rk ,  bu t  o f t en  s t r i ke s  down  the  mo s t  im- 
po r t an t  and  u s e fu l  i nd iv idua l s  a t  a  pe r iod  when ,  i n 
t h e  e s t ima t i on  o f  re a s on ,  t h ey  c an  l e a s t  b e  s p a red . 
Jo s i ah ,  and  our  Edward  the  S ix th ,  who l ikened  each 
other  in  many th ings ,  were  pr ince s  o f  g rea t  promise, 
and  we re  much  c a l l ed  fo r  by  the  ex i genc i e s  ‘ o f  t he 
t i m e ;  b u t  t h e s e  f l owe r s ,  b e f o r e  t h e y  we r e  f u l l y 
b l ow n ,  we r e  c u t  d ow n  a n d  w i t h e r e d .  A n d  i f  we 
tur n  f rom the  S ta te  to  the  Church ,  and  come neare r 
our se lve s ,  no t  on ly  have  some o f  our  min i s t e r s  been 
removed  i n  advanced  age,  bu t  many  a l s o  h ave  been 
t aken  away  i n  t he  m id s t  o f  t h e i r  d ay s ,  and  o f  t h e i r 
g r e a t e s t  u s e f u l n e s s .  T h e  l a t e  e x c e l l e n t  D r .  D av i s , 
when  i n f o r med  by  t h e  p re a che r  t h a t  D r.  Wi l l i am s , 
who  had  been  h i s  i l l u s t r i ou s  pup i l ,  wa s  de ad ,  bu r s t 
in to  a  f lood  o f  t e a r s ,  and  s a id ,  wi th  g rea t  empha s i s , 
“ I  am  a lmo s t  a s h amed  t o  b e  s e en  a l ive—Why  am  I 
d e t a i n e d  h e r e  a n  u n p ro f i t a b l e  s e r v a n t  o r  a  m e r e 
cumbe re r  o f  t h e  g round—when  s o  many  g re a t  a nd 
good men are called away?”—This leads us.
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T h i r d l y,  t o  t h e  s o r r o w  s u c h  a n  e ve n t  d e m a n d s : 
“Howl ,  f i r  t r e e ;  f o r  t h e  c e d a r  i s  f a l l e n .” We  s h a l l 
he re  s ay  no th ing  o f  t h a t  d i s t re s s  i n to  wh i ch  peop l e 
a r e  t h row n  by  t h e i r  e v i l  a n d  d i s o rd e r l y  p a s s i o n s . 
The re  Ah ab,  k i n g  o f  I s r a e l ,  f a l l s  s i c k  a nd  t a ke s  t o 
h i s  bed,  because  a  f a i th fu l  pea sant  wi l l  not  sur render 
t o  h i m  h i s  l i t t l e  g a r d e n  o f  h e r b s .  T h e r e  H a m a n 
come s  home,  w i th  a l l  h i s  honou r s  t h i ck  upon  h im , 
and  re l a t e s  h i s  g re a tne s s  to  h i s  w i f e,  bu t  add s ,  “Ye t 
a l l  t h i s  ava i l e t h  me  no th ing ,  s o  l ong  a s  I  s e e  Mor - 
d e c a i  t h e  J ew  s i t t i n g  a t  t h e  K i n g ’s  g a t e .” H e r e  i s 
o n e  p e r p e t u a l l y  s o u r ,  b e c a u s e  a l l  w i l l  n o t  y i e l d 
t o  h i s  f a n c y  o r  h u m o u r.  A n o t h e r  r e s o l ve s  t o  b e  a 
s t r anger  to  p lea sure  t i l l  he  ha s  acqui red ,  and he does 
no t  know  he  eve r  s h a l l  r e qu i re ,  s u ch  a  f o r t un e.  A 
t h i r d  p i n e s  away  w i t h  e nv y,  b e c a u s e  a  r i v a l  h a s 
g a i n ed  t h e  o f f i c e  he  h ad  emu l a t ed .  A l l  t h i s ,  a s  t h e 
Apos t le  says ,  “ i s  the  sor row of  the  wor ld ,  tha t  work- 
e t h  d e a t h .” I  s h o u l d  b e  a s h a m e d  t o  e n l a r g e  u p o n 
such d i s t re s s  a s  th i s ;  i t  would  be  whol ly  unbecoming 
t h e  p l a c e  a n d  t h e  o c c a s i o n .  B u t  t h e re  i s  a  s o r row 
tha t  demands  re spec t .  I t  i s  the  so r row de r ived  f rom 
the  de a th  o f  em inen t  men ;  and  t hough  th i s  s o r row 
i s  n o t  e x c l u s i ve l y  c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e i r  r e m ova l ,  i t  i s 
a lway s  e n h a n c e d  by  i t .  We  g i ve  t h i s  s o r row  f o u r 
characters.

The  f i r s t  we  c a l l  s ymp a t h e t i c .  S ympa thy  i s  one  o f 
tho se  ha rd  word s  wh ich ,  the  more  we  examine,  the 
more  we  a re  a t  a  l o s s  t o  exp l a i n .  Bu t  we  know the 
f ac t—we know that  God has  p laced something within 
u s  re c ep t ive  o f  a  coun t e r - f e e l i ng  t o  t h a t  wh i ch  we 
wi tne s s  in  another.  The mother  hear s  her  in f an t  c r y, 
and  in s t an t l y  she  me l t s ,  and  wipe s  he r  hand s  ou t  o f 
any  bus ine s s  in  which  she  was  engaged ,  and  da r t s  to



	 sensibility at the fall of eminence� 409

409

i t s  re l i e f .  You  s e e  a  man  i n  t h e  wa t e r ;  you  s i nk  a s 
he  s ink s ,  you  r i s e  a s  he  r i s e s ,  and  you  s eem a s  g l ad 
a s  h e  t o  b e  b ro u g h t  o n  s h o re .  T h i s  i s  n a t u re ,  a n d 
no t h i n g  e l s e ;  ye t  we  s e e  much  o f  t h e  w i s dom  and 
goodne s s  o f  God  i n  i t :  f o r  t h e re  a re  many  p e r s on s 
des t i tute  of  a l l  sense of  re l ig ion who are gover ned by 
th i s  p r inc ip l e,  i n  a  thou s and  in s t ance s  bene f i c i a l  t o 
t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  s o c i e t y.  T h e y  a r e  a f f e c t e d  w h e n 
they behold  an  ob jec t  o f  d i s t re s s ,  and a re  induced to 
re l i eve  in  order  to  ea se  themse lve s  o f  the i r  own sen- 
s a t ions .  But  noth ing  awakens  th i s  sympathy  so  much 
a s  d y i n g  s c e n e s .  I t  i s  s a i d  m a ny  o f  t h e  Jew s  we n t 
t o  Ma r t h a  a nd  Ma r y,  t o  c om fo r t  t h e m  c o n c e r n i n g 
the i r  b ro the r.  Now,  suppose  one  o f  the se  a t t endan t s 
a r r iv i ng  a t  t h e  f a r m-hou s e  j u s t  a f t e r  t h e  mou r n fu l 
o c cu r rence  h ad  t aken  p l a c e.  He  s e e s  t h e  g a t e  open 
—the ca t t l e  go ing  a s t r ay—ever y  th ing  be tokens  con- 
f u s i o n  a n d  d i s t r e s s .  H e  e n t e r s  t h e  d we l l i n g ,  a n d 
f ind s  the  s e r van t s  in  d i f f e ren t  p l a ce s  sobb ing  ove r  a 
ma s t e r  who  h ad  behaved  l i ke  a  f a t h e r  t o  t h em .  He 
i s  then introduced to the s i s ter s ,  with di shevel led hair 
and negl igent at t i re,  s i t t ing near,  and viewing through 
the  br iny  f lood the i r  decea sed  bro ther.  At  l eng th  he 
approaches  hi s  f r iend himsel f ,  with whom he had f re- 
quen t l y  t aken  swee t  counse l ,  and  gone  to  the  house 
o f  God  i n  company,  now pa l e  and  mo t i on l e s s—and 
touches with the back of his  f inger s  the cold cheek of 
d e a t h .  W hy,  wo u l d  i t  h ave  b e e n  p o s s i b l e  f o r  h i m 
n o t  t o  we e p ? — I s  t h i s  r e l i g i o n ?  N o.  I s  i t  v i r t u e ? 
No,  no more than hunger  i s  re l ig ion,  or  s leep v i r tue. 
I t  a r i s e s  f rom  no  mo t ive—i t  i s  un avo i d ab l e ,  a nd  i s 
what we call sympathetic sorrow.

T h e  s e c o n d  w e  n a m e  r a t i o n a l .  A l l  d i e .  T h e 
merchant s  tha t  supp ly  our  t ab le s ,  and  the  mechan ic s
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tha t  fur n i sh  our  rooms ,  d ie.  The p loughmen tha t  t i l l 
our g rounds, and the rust ics that reap down our f ie lds, 
d i e .  T h e  s o l d i e r s  t h a t  d e f e n d  u s  d i e .  T h e  r u l e r s 
t h a t  g ove r n  u s  d i e .  T h e  s c h o l a r s  t h a t  i n s t r u c t  u s 
d i e—Yes ,  a l l  d i e .  And  c an  we  s e e  t he  n a t i on  s t r i p - 
p ed  o f  a l l  t h e s e ,  l i ke  a  t r e e  d ropp ing  h i s  l e ave s  i n 
autumn—can we see  the  count r y  robbed o f  i t s  mem- 
ber s  and or nament s—and not  f ee l ?  Can we v iew im- 
provement  checked ,  bus ine s s  g iven  up,  shops  c lo sed , 
and  “vo id” upon  the  window and  the  door—can  we 
see the decree cont inua l ly  accompl i sh ing,  “Dust  thou 
a r t ,  and  un to  du s t  sha l t  thou  re tu r n”—and  no t  s i gh 
— s i g h  e v e n  f o r  o u r s e l v e s ?  H e r e ,  a l a s !  we  m e e t 
with cause for wonder,  and are led to conclude that  i f 
man be  a  ra t iona l  c rea ture,  i t  i s  more  by h i s  pos se s s - 
i ng  re a s on  t h an  by  exe rc i s i ng  i t .  Wha t  wa s  t h e  re - 
f l e c t i o n  i n  t h e  d ay s  o f  Jo b ?  “ T h ey  a r e  d e s t roye d 
f rom mor ning to  evening :  they  per i sh  for  ever  wi th- 
o u t  a n y  r e g a r d i n g  i t .” A n d  h ow  i s  i t  w i t h  yo u ? 
Yo u  a t t e n d  yo u r  d e p a r t i n g  c o n n e x i o n s — yo u  c l o s e 
t he i r  eye s—you  d re s s  t h em in  t he  a t t i re  o f  d e a th— 
you lay  them in the i r  cof f in—you fo l low them to the 
dus t ,  and  l eave  them in  the  g rave—you re tur n  home 
eager  to hear  the i r  beques t s—you ga in the i r  e f fec t s— 
you  f i l l  t h e i r  p l a c e s .  And  i s  t h i s  a l l ?  I t  i s  a l l  w i t h 
many.  Bu t  r e a s on  wou l d  s ay,  “ I f  a l l  d i e ,  why  t h en 
I  mus t  d i e.  I f  the  g r ave,  to  wh ich  my f r i end  i s  c a r - 
r ied,  i s  the house appointed for  a l l  l iv ing,  I  a l so must 
o c cupy  t h a t  l ong  home.  I f  h e  h a s  gone  t h e  way  o f 
a l l  t h e  e a r t h ,  I  mu s t  f o l l ow  h im .  H i s  l ove l y  vo i c e 
w i l l  b e  h e a rd  no  mo re ;  m ine  a l s o  w i l l  b e  s oon  s i - 
lenced for  ever.  Can I  th ink upon myse l f  and be l ieve 
a l l  t h i s ?  Can  I  w i t ne s s  my  s i c kne s s  i n  h i s  s i c kne s s ; 
my  d y i n g  swe a t  i n  h i s  d y i n g  swe a t ;  my  m i n g l i n g
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w i t h  co r r up t i on  a nd  wo r ms  i n  h i s  i n t e r men t—and 
n o t  s ay,  ‘ S o  t e a c h  u s  t o  nu m b e r  o u r  d ay s  t h a t  we 
may apply our heart unto wisdom?’ ”

T h e  t h i rd  we  c a l l  r e l i g i o u s .  I n s e n s i b i l i t y  a t  s u c h 
dea th s  i s  men t ioned  by  I s a i ah  a s  a  pecu l i a r  ma rk  o f 
the  degeneracy of  the  age :  “The r ighteous  per i sheth , 
and  no  man  l aye th  i t  to  hea r t .” Here  the  ab sence  o f 
s o r row  i s  c r im e .  The  re a s on  i s  o bv i o u s .  The  d e a t h 
of  the  wi se  and good i s  a  lo s s ,  and a  lo s s  tha t  cannot 
b e  e a s i l y  r e p a i r e d .  W h e n  a  g o d l y  m a n  g o e s ,  t h e re 
i s  l e s s  o f  God  l e f t ;  and  i f  a l l  t h e  god l y  we re  w i th - 
d r awn ,  who  wou ld  w i sh  t o  l ive  he re  ano the r  hou r ? 
Our  ea r th  would  be  on ly  a  wi lde r ne s s  o f  thor ns  and 
br i e r s—a cage  o f  unc lean  b i rd s—a l a i r  o f  ev i l  bea s t s 
—an  embl em o f  he l l .  I  know o f  no th ing  th a t  t end s 
t o  we a n  t h e  h e a r t  f ro m  t h e  wo r l d  s o  mu c h  a s  t h e 
though t  t h a t  a l l  t h e  b l e s s ed  a re  gone,  o r  go ing .  O ! 
who  ha s  no t  f e l t  a t  t h e  de a th  o f  a  man  o f  God  the 
s en t imen t  o f  Thoma s ?—I  am  su re  t h e  P re a che r  h a s 
f e l t ,  i t  t h i s  mor n ing—“Le t  u s  go  away  th a t  we  may 
die with him.”

Le t  u s  we i gh  ma t t e r s  f o r  a  f ew  momen t s ,  and  s e e 
wha t  re a s on  we  h ave  t o  g r i eve.  When  he  goe s ,  we 
l o s e  h i s  i n f l u e n c e  a s  a n  e x a m p l e .  Pa i r  e x a m p l e s  o f 
g e nu i n e  g o d l i n e s s  a r e  u n s p e a k a b l y  va l u a b l e .  T h ey 
of ten impres s  more than ser mons.  They are of ten l ike 
the law to convince of s in, and l ike the Gospel to lead 
t o  C h r i s t .  H ow  f ew  o f  t h e s e  h ave  we  i n  a n  e v i l 
g e n e r a t i o n !  A n d  c a n  we  p a r t  w i t h  t h e m ? — We  l o s e 
h i s  in f luence  a s  a  b en e fa c t o r.  He  i s  one  o f  tho se  who 
a r e  n o t  o n l y  b l e s s e d ,  bu t  b l e s s i n g s .  W h a t eve r  h e 
possesses he consider s as a talent, and uses it  as steward 
of  the mani fo ld  g race  of  God.  Who can enter  yonder 
chamber,  and  s ee  the  widows  weep ing ,  and  shewing
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the  coa t s  and  ga r ment s  Dorca s  made  fo r  them whi l e 
s h e  wa s  ye t  l i v i ng ,  a nd  no t  weep  w i t h  t h em?  Who 
c an  he a r  Job  s ay ing ,  “The  b l e s s i ng  o f  h im th a t  wa s 
ready to per ish came upon me, and I made the widow’s 
hea r t  to  s ing  fo r  joy,” and  no t  exc l a im,  how,  among 
the  mu l t i tude s  o f  the  u se l e s s  and  the  in ju r iou s ,  c an 
we  re s i gn  such  a  f i ne  cha r ac t e r  a s  th i s ?  We lo s e  h i s 
i n f l u ence  a s  an  i n t e r c e s s o r .  The  p a r t a ke r s  o f  D iv ine 
g race  a re  men o f  p rayer ;  and  they  pray,  not  on ly  fo r 
themse lve s ,  bu t  fo r  o the r s ;  and  they  do  no t  p r ay  in 
va i n .  T h e  e f f e c t u a l  f e r ve n t  p r aye r  o f  a  r i g h t e o u s 
man ava i l e th  much;  and the  succe s s  does  not  depend 
upon genius or condit ion: He despiseth not the prayer 
o f  t h e  d e s t i t u t e .  T h ey  h ave  p owe r  w i t h  G o d ,  a n d 
can preva i l ;  and,  a s  Por teus  obser ves ,  though scarce ly 
known o f  h i s  ne ighbour s ,  such  a  supp l i an t  can  ente r 
h i s  c lo se t ,  and ,  by  prayer,  move the  hand tha t  moves 
t h e  who l e  mach ine r y  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  Th i s  a n t i c i p a t e s 
a n o t h e r  l o s s — We  l o s e  t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  a s  d e f e n d e r s 
and  p r e s e r v e r s.  To  t h e  coun t r y  t h ey  a re  b e t t e r  t h an 
n av i e s  a nd  a r m i e s .  I t  i s  t h e  mean i ng  o f  t h e  e x c l a - 
mat ion,  “My f a ther,  my f a ther,  the char iot s  o f  I s rae l , 
a n d  t h e  h o r s e m e n  t h e r e o f .” Te n  r i g h t e o u s  m e n 
wou l d  h ave  s aved  t h e  c i t i e s  o f  t h e  p l a i n :  a nd  “ ex - 
cept  the Lord of  host s  had le f t  unto us  a  remnant ,  we 
should  have  been a s  Sodom, and have  been l ike  unto 
G o m o r r a h .” L e t  a l l  h ave  t h e i r  p r a i s e ;  bu t  t h o u g h 
the wor ld knoweth them not ,  i t  i s  for  the sake of  the 
god l y  t h a t  j u dgmen t s  a re  p reven t ed  o r  w i t hd r awn ; 
and  fo r  the i r  s ake s  b l e s s ing s  a re  con fe r red  and  con- 
t i nued .  Le t  t h e  s t a t e sman ,  l e t  t h e  wa r r i o r  h ave  h i s 
due,  bu t  l e t  u s  no t  fo rge t  tho se  who,  in  the  record s 
a bove,  a re  “ c a l l e d  t h e  re p a i re r s  o f  t h e  b re a ch ,  t h e 
restorers of paths to dwell in.”
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The  l a s t  k ind  o f  so r row we  no t i ce  i s  wha t  we  c a l l 
u n l a w f u l ,  a n d  t h e re f o re  f o r b i d d e n .  T h i s  a r i s e s  f ro m 
t h e  d e g r e e ,  a n d  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  I t  m i g h t  b e 
exemp l i f i e d  va r i ou s  way s ;  bu t  we  a re  compe l l ed  t o 
omit  and abbrevia te  in the i l lus t ra t ions  of  our subject 
i n  o rd e r  t o  h ave  t ime  t o  do  s ome  j u s t i c e  t o  o t h e r 
c l a ims .  One in s t ance  i s  ment ioned by  the  Apos t l e  to 
t h e  T h e s s a l o n i a n s  w h e n  h e  e n j o i n s  t h e m  “ n o t  t o 
s o r row  even  a s  o t h e r s  who  h ave  no  hope  f o r  t h em 
th a t  s l e ep  i n  Je su s .” He  re f e r s  t o  t he  he a then ,  who 
had no knowledge  o f  a  fu ture  s t a te  upon which they 
cou ld  re ly ;  and  the re fo re  were  ignoran t  o f  wha t  had 
become of  their  f r iends and re la t ions when they died. 
They saw then- bodies consumed in the f ire,  or bur ied 
i n  t h e  e a r t h ;  bu t  t h ey  n eve r  e xpe c t ed  t o  s e e  t h em 
aga in ;  and there fore  the i r  par t ing  g r ie f  was  the  howl 
o f  end le s s  separa t ion.  But ,  Chr i s t i ans ,  th i s  i s  not  the 
c a s e  w i t h  you .  You  a re  no t  l e f t  i n  d a rkne s s  o r  un- 
ce r t a in ty  w i th  rega rd  to  tho se  who  have  w i thd r awn 
f rom you .  You  know th a t  t hey  h ave  depa r t ed  to  be 
wi th Chr i s t ,  which i s  f a r  bet ter ;  and tha t  whi le  the i r 
sou l s  a re  in  joy  and  f e l i c i t y,  the i r  f l e sh  a l so  re s t s  in 
h o p e .  T h o u g h ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  yo u  l ay  t h e i r  b o d i e s  i n 
t h e  g r ave,  you  a re  s u re  t h ey  w i l l  no t  p e r i s h  t h e re , 
but sweet ly s leep t i l l  the morning of  the resur rect ion, 
when ,  waked  by  t h e  t r ump  o f  God ,  t h ey  w i l l  a r i s e 
and shake themse lves  f rom the dus t ,  and put  on the i r 
be au t i f u l  g a r men t s ,  and  a r i s e  and  mee t  t he  Lo rd  in 
the  a i r,  and  so  wi l l  they  be  fo r  eve r  w i th  the  Lord . 
Or,  to  va r y  the  metaphor,  wha t  have  we been  do ing 
a  f ew moment s  back ,  when we le t  down the  remains 
of  the aged sa int  into thi s  vaul t ,  but  sowing a handful 
o f  p rec iou s  s eed  in  the  g round?  “ I t  i s  sown in  co r - 
r up t i on ;  i t  i s  r a i s e d  i n  i n co r r up t i on :  i t  i s  s own  i n
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d i shonour ;  i t  i s  r a i s ed  in  g lo r y :  i t  i s  sown in  weak- 
nes s ;  i t  i s  r a i sed  in  power :  i t  i s  sown a  na tura l  body; 
i t  i s  r a i s ed  a  sp i r i tua l  body.  There  i s  a  na tura l  body, 
and there is a spir itual body.”

You r  mou r n ing  wou ld  b e  imp rope r  i f  i t  we re  a c - 
c o m p a n i e d  w i t h  m u r m u r i n g .  I n s t e a d  o f  c h a r g i n g 
God foo l i sh ly,  you a re  to  s ay,  “ I  know,  O Lord ,  tha t 
thy judgments  a re  r ight ,  and that  thou in f a i th fu lnes s 
h a s t  a f f l i c t ed  me.” You  a re  t o  remembe r  t h a t  when 
G o d  c o m e s  a n d  t h u s  t a ke s  away  a  f r i e n d  f ro m  t h e 
house,  or  a  minis ter  f rom the sanctuar y,  he comes not 
a s  a  robber,  bu t  a s  a  Propr ie tor,  re suming  on ly  what 
wa s  a lway s  h i s  own .  The  way  to  be  s t i l l  i s  t o  know 
that he is God.

Your  g r ie f  would  be  improper  were  i t  to  cause  you 
t o  b e  u n g r a t e f u l  f o r  yo u r  r e m a i n i n g  m e rc i e s .  T h e 
in tensenes s  o f  our  sor row on such an  occa s ion  o f ten 
bet ray s  the  ido la t r y  o f  our  hear t s ,  in  our-  inord ina te 
c re a t u re  a t t a c hmen t s  a nd  r e l i a n c e s .  Ou r  h a pp i n e s s 
i s  so  bound  up  in  a  s ing l e  l i f e  tha t  when  th i s  i s  re - 
m ove d  eve r y  t h i n g  s e e m s  r e m ove d ;  a n d  we  s ay  i n 
t e m p e r ,  t h o u g h  n o t  i n  wo rd s ,  “ L e t  H i m  t a ke  a l l , 
s i n c e  h e  h a s  t a ke n  t h i s .” B u t ,  h oweve r  g r e a t  t h e 
b e re ave m e n t  m ay  b e ,  i s  t h e re  n o t h i n g  l e f t ?  I s  n o t 
hea l th  l e f t ?  I s  no t  f r i end sh ip  l e f t ?  I s  no t  the  th rone 
o f  g r a c e  l e f t ?  I s  no t  t h e  eve r l a s t i n g  coven an t  l e f t ? 
I s  not  God le f t ?—and are  we to  over look a l l  th i s  be- 
cause our fr iend Lazarus sleepeth?

And i t  would be as suredly blameable were i t  to pre- 
c lude  an  a t t en t ion  to  the  c a l l s  o f  p re s en t  du ty.  The 
S t r ike r  in  a l l  the se  ca se s  i s  the  Speaker  too ;  and  the 
Speake r  i s  a  F r i end  and  a  wonde r fu l  Coun se l l o r.  I t 
p rove s  h i s  w i s d o m  a n d  k i n d n e s s  t o  t a ke  yo u  a s i d e 
f rom the  wor l d ,  and  add re s s  you  i n  s u ch  a  s i l en ce !
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a n d  s u c h  a  s o l i t u d e !  “ H e a r  ye  t h e r e f o r e  t h e  ro d , 
and  h im tha t  ha th  appo in ted  i t ,” In s t e ad  o f  y i e ld ing 
to  the  ab sor p t ion o f  sor row,  and to  what  ever y  deep 
su f f e re r  more  o r  l e s s  f e e l s ,  t he  i n d o l e n c e  o f  g r i e f ,  i t 
b e come s  you  t o  rou s e  f rom  t h e  even t ,  a nd  t o  a s k , 
“ L o r d ,  w h a t  w i l t  t h o u  h a v e  m e  t o  d o ? ” P h i l i p 
H e n r y  o b s e r ve s ,  t h a t  “ we e p i n g  m u s t  n o t  h i n d e r 
s ow i n g  a n d  t h e  S c r i p t u r e  t e l l s  t h a t  “ b l e s s e d  a r e 
they that sow beside all waters.”

So  f a r  ou r  re f l e c t ion s  have  been  gene r a l .  We mus t 
now tur n  to  the  dea th  which  ha s  a s sembled  u s  toge- 
ther,  and to  improve which the  o f f ice-bearer s  o f  th i s 
c hu rch  a nd  t h e  f r i e nd s  o f  t h e  d e c e a s e d  h ave  s um- 
m o n e d  m e  h e re .  I  h ave  n eve r  b e e n  a c c u s t o m e d  t o 
make  apo log ie s ;  and  I  sha l l  no t  beg in  th i s  mor n ing . 
I  on ly  l ament  to  s ay,  tha t  my ind i spos i t ion  was  such 
when I  rece ived  the  appointment ,  tha t  I  was  obl iged 
for  awhi le  to  hes i t a te  in  comply ing  wi th  i t ;  and tha t 
eve r  s i n c e  i t  h a s  rende red  a pp l i c a t i on  p a i n f u l ,  a nd 
e x c i t e m e n t  t r y i n g .  O t h e r w i s e  I  s h o u l d  n o t  h ave 
deemed myse l f  ent i re ly  unf i t  for  the  ser v ice—at  lea s t 
on  two  a c coun t s .  F i r s t ,  b e c au s e  o f  my  h i gh  re g a rd 
for  the  decea sed .  And,  Secondly,  because  o f  my long 
a c q u a i n t a n c e  w i t h  h i m .  I  h ave  k n ow n  h i m  m o r e 
than  fo r ty- seven  yea r s ,  and  have  annua l l y  a ided  h im 
f o r t y - s i x  ye a r s  w i t h i n  t h e s e  wa l l s .  Du r i n g  a l l  t h a t 
event fu l  per iod I  have  had f ree  acces s  to  h im in  pr i - 
va te,  and mul t ip l ied oppor tuni t ie s  to  judge of  h im in 
p u b l i c .  I n d e e d  n eve r  wa s  t h e r e  a  m a n  m o re  o p e n 
to obser vat ion,  and never  was  there  a  man more qua- 
l i f i ed  t o  be a r  i t ;  f o r  he  h ad  a l l  t h e  t r an sp a rency  o f 
g l a s s  w i thou t  the  b r i t t l ene s s .  I  h ave,  the re fo re,  one 
h appy  a dvan t a g e  on  t h i s  o c c a s i on .  My  b re t h ren  i n
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t he  m in i s t r y  we l l  know how emba r r a s s ed  we  some- 
t imes  a re  in  our  funera l  exerc i se s  between the wishes 
and  expec t a t i on s  o f  f r i end s ,  and  the  conv i c t i on s  o f 
o u r  ow n  c o n s c i e n c e s ;  h e n c e  s o m e  h ave  d e c l i n e d 
s u ch  eng ag emen t s  a l t og e t h e r.  Bu t  t h e re  i s  no t h i ng 
th i s  mor ning for  the  preacher  to  deny,  or  pa l l i a te,  or 
excuse,  o r  exp l a in—the in f i r mi t i e s ,  in separable  f rom 
even sanctified humanity, while here, being excepted.

And th i s  i s  one  o f  h i s  h ighe s t  d i s t inc t ion s ,  tha t  he 
pas sed through l i fe  wi th unblemished reputa t ion,  and 
l e f t  a  cha r a c t e r  w i thou t  a  s i ng l e  s t a in .  Ye t  the  t r i a l 
o f  h i s  p r i n c i p l e s  wa s  u nu s u a l l y  l o n g ;  f o r  h e  c o m - 
menced h i s  re l ig ious  cour se  ea r ly,  and  had ,  when he 
f i n i s h ed  i t ,  n e a r l y  e n t e re d  h i s  n i n e t i e t h  ye a r .  And 
i t  wa s  s eve re  a s  we l l  a s  l e ng t h ened .  He  wa s  c a l l e d 
t o  endu re  a  g re a t  va r i e t y  o f  p rob a t i on s ;  a nd  e s p e - 
c i a l l y  the  pe r i l s  a r i s ing  f rom popu l a r  app l au se,  con- 
cer n ing which the  wi se s t  o f  men long ago remarked, 
“as  the f in ing-pot  for  s i lver  and the fur nace for  gold, 
s o  i s  a  m a n  t o  h i s  p r a i s e .” T h e  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  t h i s 
exa l t ed  cha r ac t e r  wa s  no t  compara t ive,  o r  t r an s i en t . 
It  was ful l  at  f i r s t ,  and it  continued to the last .  When- 
e ve r  h i s  n a m e  wa s  a n n o u n c e d  f o r  p r e a c h i n g ,  t h e 
p l a c e  wa s  a lway s  c row d e d ,  a n d  a  mu l t i t u d e  h u n g 
upon  h i s  Ep s .  Pe r s on s  may  d i f f e r  i n  t h e i r  v i ew s  o f 
t h e  wo r th  o f  popu l a r i t y ;  bu t  i t  c an  neve r  b e  ove r - 
r a t ed  a s  an  i n s t r umen t  o f  u s e f u l n e s s :  a nd  t h ey  may 
d i f f e r  in  the i r  op in ions  o f  the  source s  o f  popu la r i ty ; 
but  mere  nove l ty  and pecu l i a r i ty  wi l l  never  fu l ly  ac- 
c oun t  f o r  a  popu l a r i t y  t h a t  f l o u r i s h e d  mu c h  mo re 
than ha l f  a  centur y  wi thout  decay.  S ince  he  emerged 
in to  publ ic  not ice,  how many wonder fu l  men (a s  the 
phrase  i s )  have been cr ied up,  o f  whom, a f ter  a  t ime, 
We  have  he a rd  no th ing !  They  ro s e  s udden l y  w i th  a
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r u sh ,  and  c r ack led ,  and  spa rk led  downward ,  and  ex- 
p i r e d ,  a n d  p a p e r  a n d  s t i c k  we r e  o n l y  l e f t  o n  t h e 
g ro u n d .  B u t  t h e  d e p a r t e d  wa s  n o t  a  s k y - ro c ke t — 
h i s  p a th  wa s  “ l i ke  t he  sh in ing  l i gh t ,  wh i ch  sh ine th 
mo re  a nd  mo re  un t o  t h e  p e r f e c t  d ay.” He  wa s  n o t 
a  m e t e o r — h e  r e s e m b l e d  “ t h e  s u n  w h e n  h e  g o e t h 
forth in his strength.”

A s  t h e re  wa s  no  d e c l en s i on  i n  h i s  a c c ep t an c e,  s o 
n e i t h e r  wa s  t h e re  any  coo l i ng  i n  h i s  z e a l .  H i s  z e a l 
wa s  l i ke  the  f i re  on  the  Jewi sh  a l t a r  k ind l ed  by  the 
b r e a t h  o f  H e ave n ,  a n d  w h i c h  n eve r  we n t  o u t .  H e 
l ove d  h i s  M a s t e r ;  h e  l ove d  h i s  wo r k .  T h e  l ove  o f 
Chr i s t  cons t ra ined h im to  l ive  not  to  h imse l f ,  but  to 
h i m  t h a t  d i e d  f o r  h i m  a n d  ro s e  a g a i n .  P r e a c h i n g 
was  h i s  ve r y  e l ement  and  de l i gh t ;  and  a s  he  wi shed , 
s o  i t  wa s ;  h i s  wo r k  a n d  h i s  l i f e  n e a r l y  c l o s e d  t o - 
gether.

I t  i s  we l l  known to  many tha t  our  venerable  f r i end 
wa s  educa t ed  a t  E ton ,  and  Cambr idge ;  and  tha t  the 
d e s i gn  wa s ,  t h a t  h e  s hou l d  ex c l u s ive l y  e xe rc i s e  h i s 
m i n i s t r y  i n  t h e  E s t a b l i s h e d  C h u r c h .  A c c o rd i n g l y 
he  was  admi t ted  in to  Deacon’s  order s ,  but  cou ld  ob- 
t a in  f rom the  B i shop  no  fu r the r  o rd ina t ion  wi thou t 
a  p romi se  o f  regu l a r i t y.  Th i s  he  con sc i en t iou s l y  re - 
fu sed .  I  am not  ca l l ed  upon to  p ronounce  upon th i s 
i n s t ance  o f  h i s  conduc t ,  I  mean ,  in  connex ion  wi th 
h i s  s t i l l  avow i n g  t h e  c l e r i c a l  p ro f e s s i o n ;  n o r  s h a l l 
I  inqu i re  how f a r  h i s  be ing  an  unbene f i c e d  c l e rgyman 
may  be  suppo sed  to  ex t enua t e  h i s  o f f ence,  i f  i t  wa s 
o n e .  H e  wa s  f ro m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  a  p e c u l i a r  i n d i - 
v idua l ,  a  pe r f e c t l y  o r i g ina l  cha r a c t e r ;  and  the re  a re 
cases  that  must  not  be t r ied by abs t ract  pr inc ip le s ,  or 
g e n e r a l  r u l e s ,  bu t  by  t h e i r  ow n  l aw s  a n d  c i r c u m - 
s t ance s ;  and  wh i ch  a re  so  s i ngu l a r  and  r a re,  a s  t h a t
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the re  i s  no  p robab i l i t y  o f  the i r  be ing  e s t ab l i shed  a s 
precedents or examples.

B u t  f ro m  t h i s  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  a ro s e  mu c h  o f  t h e 
comp l ex i on  o f  Mr.  H i l l ’s  f u t u re  ch a r a c t e r ;  a nd  we 
a re  p e r su aded  much  o f  h i s  u s e f u l ne s s  t oo.  Fo r  now 
f ee l ing  h imse l f  f ree  f rom eve r y  t r ammel ,  and  a t  fu l l 
l iber ty to follow his convictions, he went for th, preach- 
i n g  eve r y  whe re ,  t h e  Lo rd  wo rk i ng  w i t h  h im ,  a nd 
conf i r ming the  word wi th  s igns  fo l lowing .  Wherever 
a  door  was  opened,  in  whatever  re l ig ious  denomina- 
t i on ,  he  re ad i l y  en t e red  i t ;  and  when  the  doo r  wa s 
shut ,  or  the p lace was  too s t ra i t  for  h im, he took the 
field and preached in the open air.

Af te r  l abour ing  for  some l i t t l e  t ime in  London and 
a  f ew  o t h e r  p a r t s ,  h e  a r r i ve d  a t  B r i s t o l .  M y  d e a r 
and honoured f r iend and tu tor,  Cor ne l iu s  Winter,  o f 
b le s sed  memor y,  was  in  Br i s to l  when he  f i r s t  v i s i t ed 
t h a t  c i t y.  I  h ave  o f t e n  h e a r d  h i m  e x p a t i a t e  w i t h 
u n c o m m o n  i n t e re s t  u p o n  t h e  f a c t ,  r e m a r k i n g  h ow 
de l i gh ted  he  wa s  to  a t t end  h im f rom p l ace  to  p l ace, 
and saying,  with the humil i ty so pecul iar  to him, that 
he  de s i red  no th ing  more  than  to  have  been  h i s  s e r - 
van t .  Hi s  cond i t ion  in  l i f e,  h i s  you th ,  the  sp r igh t l i - 
ness  of  hi s  imag inat ion, the ear nestness  of  hi s  address , 
p r o d u c e d  a n  a m a z i n g  a t t e n t i o n  a n d  e f f e c t .  H e 
p reached  in  the  s t ree t s ,  on  the  quay s ,  and  a t  K ing s - 
wo o d  a m o n g  t h e  c o l l i e r s .  H e  s p r e a d  t h ro u g h  t h e 
s eve r a l  ne i ghbour ing  coun t i e s  o f  Wi l t s h i re,  Somer - 
se t sh i re,  and  e spec i a l l y  Glouces te r sh i re.  In  the  l a t t e r 
coun ty  many  were  awakened  and  t r u l y  conve r t ed  to 
God ;  whe re  by  h i s  l a bou r s ,  a l s o,  s eve r a l  cong reg a - 
t ions ,  now la rge  and f lour i sh ing ,  were  founded.  One 
of  these was  es tabl i shed at  Wootton-under-Edge.  This 
d r ew  mu c h  o f  h i s  r e g a rd .  H e  t h e r e  bu i l t  a  t a b e r -
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nac le,  and a t t ached to  i t  a  dwel l ing-house,  which he 
a lway s  a f t e rward s  con t inued  to  occupy  a s  the  cen t re 
of his retreat and excursions when in the country.

Go ing  f o r t h  t o  t h e  Redeeme r  w i t hou t  t h e  c amp, 
h e  h ad  o f  c ou r s e  t o  b e a r  h i s  r e p ro a ch ,  a nd  h e  re - 
j o i c e d  t o  b e a r  i t .  M i s r e p re s e n t a t i on ,  a nd  r i d i c u l e , 
and  s co r n ,  were  p l en t i fu l l y  app l i ed  by  the  ha t e r s  o f 
v i t a l  g o d l i n e s s .  H e  f r e q u e n t l y  m e t  w i t h  p e r s o n a l 
i n d i g n i t i e s  f r o m  m i s s i ve s  o f t e n  e m p l oye d  a t  t h a t 
per iod,  e specia l ly  when the ser v ice was  out  of  door s . 
We need  no t  wonde r  a l so  tha t  he  shou ld  mee t  w i th 
o p p o s i t i o n  f o r  a  t i m e  f ro m  s o m e  o f  h i s  ow n  c o n - 
nexions,  and be denied those suppl ies  which produced 
occa s iona l  and  t empora r y  dependence.  But  how ho- 
nour ab l e  wa s  th i s !  s e e ing  i t  wa s  an  a c t  o f  cho i ce,  a 
sacr i f ice  to  use fu lnes s ,  a  confor mity  to  Him who be- 
came poor,  that  other s  through hi s  pover ty might  be- 
come r ich.

I n  17 83  Mr.  H i l l  l a i d  t h e  f i r s t  s t on e  o f  t h i s  s p a - 
c i ou s  c h a p e l ,  a nd  op en ed  t h e  p l a c e  i n  17 8 4 .  He re 
h e  a lway s  p a s s e d  t h e  w in t e r  h a l f  o f  t h e  ye a r ,  s u p - 
p l y ing  the  pu lp i t  t h e  o the r  mon th s  by  a  s u cce s s i on 
o f  a s s i s t a n t s .  H e r e  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  wa s  a l way s 
va s t ,  and  a  l a r ge  Church  wa s  soon  fo r med ,  many  o f 
whose member s  (and I  have had oppor tuni ty  to know 
them)  I  have  a lways  r anked among the  mos t  eminent 
Chr i s t i an s  I  eve r  knew,  d i s t i ngu i shed  by  the i r  z e a l , 
s p i r i t u a l i t y,  humi l i t y,  c andour,  and ,  above  a l l ,  l i b e - 
rality and benevolence.

T h e  s u b j e c t  o f  h i s  p r e a c h i n g  wa s  i nva r i a b l y  a n d 
u n i f o r m l y  t h e  s a m e .  N eve r  wa s  t h e r e  a  p r e a c h e r 
who  more  en t i re l y  adhe red  to  the  de t e r mina t ion  to 
“know nothing save  Je sus  Chr i s t ,  and h im cruc i f ied .” 
H e  wa s  n eve r  h i g h e r  o r  l owe r  i n  h i s  s e n t i m e n t s .
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Tr u th s  we re  a lway s  du l y  b a l anced  i n  h i s  m ind ;  and 
h i s  h e a r t  wa s  e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h  g r a c e .  H e  a l way s 
b lended  toge ther  doc t r ine,  exper ience,  and  prac t i ce. 
He  f e l l  i n to  no  e r ro r s .  He  embraced  no  wh ims .  He 
made  no  new d i s cover i e s  in  re l i g ion .  He  never  sup- 
po s ed  any  we re  t o  b e  made.  He  neve r  p re t ended  to 
speak  Wi th  new tongue s ,  and  wa s  neve r  found  neg- 
l e c t ing  h i s  work ,  to  b re ak  open  the  s e a l s ,  and  b low 
the  t r umpe t s ,  and  pour  ou t  the  v i a l s  i n  the  Apoca- 
l y p s e .  I f  h e  h ad  a ny  p a r t i c u l a r  op i n i on s ,  t hough  I 
n eve r  h e a rd  o f  h i s  h av i n g  a ny,  h e  d i d  no t  d e em  i t 
n e c e s s a r y  t o  amu s e  o r  d i s t r a c t  t h e  re l i g i ou s  pub l i c 
w i t h  t h em ,  bu t  r emembe red  t h e  Apo s t o l i c  max im , 
“Hast thou faith? Have it to thyself before God.”

S o m e  m ay  d e e m  t h i s  t h e  m o r e  r e m a r k a b l e  a n d 
wor thy  o f  no t i ce,  a s  our  exce l l en t  f r i end  had  in  h i s 
compos i t i on  a  con s i de r ab l e  po r t i on  o f  e c cen t r i c i t y. 
Th i s ,  howeve r,  n e ve r  appea red  in  the  sub j ec t -ma t t e r 
o f  h i s  p re ach ing ;  bu t  on ly  occa s iona l l y  in  the  man- 
ne r.  In to  th i s  he  wa s  be t r ayed ,  no t  on ly  by  the  s in- 
gu l a r i t y  o f  h i s  g en i u s ,  bu t  h i s  w i s h  t o  a t t r a c t  a nd 
s t r ike  e spec i a l l y  the  lower  order s ,  whom he  thought 
( a nd  t hough t  t r u l y )  we re  t oo  much  ove r l ooked  by 
many  mode r n  p re a che r s ,  bo th  i n  t h e  E s t ab l i s hmen t 
and among the Dissenters.

He cer t a in ly  d id  not  fo rge t  the  s anc t ion  o f  Horace 
wi th  rega rd  to  the  f ace t ious .*  And here  ( fo r  h i s  ex- 
c e l l e n c e s  w i l l  a b u n d a n t l y  b e a r  i t )  I  n e e d  n o t  b e 
a f ra id  to say,  our  honoured f r iend occas iona l ly  er red; 
a n d  I  h ave  s o m e t i m e s  k n ow n  h i m  a c k n ow l e d g e  i t 
a f t e r wa r d s .  B u t  t h i s  e x c e e d i n g l y  d e c r e a s e d  w i t h 
g row ing  ye a r s  a nd  e xp e r i e n c e .  A  t hou s a nd  t h i n g s , 
t oo,  o f  t h i s  k i nd ,  r e po r t e d  o f  h im ,  we re  p e r f e c t l y

* “Ridendo dicere veram quid vetat?”



	 sensibility at the fall of eminence� 421

421

f a l s e.  To  which ,  we  may  add ,  tha t ,  f ee l ing  g rea t  a r - 
dour,  and speak ing a lmos t  per fec t ly  extemporaneous , 
he  cou ld  not  be  a lway s  mea sured  and  guarded  in  h i s 
image r y  and  d i c t i on .  Indeed ,  w i th  h i s  con s t an t  a c - 
t iv i t i e s  and  eng agemen t s ,  a nd  p re a ch ing  common ly 
eve r y  d ay  i n  t h e  we e k  ( a n d  s o m e t i m e s  m o re  t h a n 
once) ,  he  cou ld  not  be  expec ted  to  prepare  much  fo r 
t h e  pu l p i t .  Ye t  h i s  b e s t  f r i end s  and  admi re r s  cou l d 
have wished that  he had at tended a  l i t t le  more to thi s 
p re requ i s i t e .  A  p re a che r  may  med i t a t e  h i s  s e r mon s 
we l l ,  who  ne i the r  re ad s  nor  even  wr i t e s  them.  Men 
who speak  o f f  hand  have  one  advan t age :  no t  hav ing 
a n t i c i p a t e d  t h e i r  t h o u g h t s ,  t h ey  m ay  f e e l  m o re  o f 
t h e i r  f r e s hn e s s  a nd  l i ve l i n e s s  i n  d e l i ve r i n g  t h em— 
that i s ,  when they are in a good mood, or have a f low 
of  sent iment  and l anguage—But  how i s  i t  when they 
a r e  i n  a  b a d  o n e ?  a n d  a r e  d r y ?  e m b a r r a s s e d ?  a n d 
m i s e r a b l e ?  A n d  l e t  n o t  my  yo u n g e r  b r e t h re n  s u p - 
po s e  t h a t  we  a re  l i ke  t h e  Apo s t l e s  when  t hey  we re 
ca l l ed  to  appea r  sudden ly  be fore  Jewi sh  and  hea then 
t r i buna l s ,  who  were  to  t ake  no  though t -  wha t  they 
s hou l d  a n swe r,  f o r  i t  s hou l d  b e  g iven  t h em  i n  t h e 
s a m e  h o u r  w h a t  t h ey  s h o u l d  s p e a k .  L e t  t h e m  r e - 
member  too  tha t  a  man  who ha s  in  p ro spec t  the  a t - 
tent ion of  a  l a rge audience for  an hour should fee l  i t 
t o  b e  a  g re a t  t a l en t  i n t r u s t e d  t o  h im ,  and  b e  con - 
ce r ned  to  tu r n  i t  to  the  g rea te s t  advantage :  and  th i s 
requ i re s  no t  on l y  dependence,  bu t  app l i c a t i on :  no t 
only prayer, but study.

Ye t  w i t h  re g a rd  t o  t h e  mann e r  o f  p re a ch i ng ,  i t  i s 
by no means  neces sar y that  a l l  should confor m to the 
s ame  mode l .  “The re  may  be  d ive r s i t i e s  o f  admin i s - 
t r a t i o n ,  bu t  t h e  s a m e  S p i r i t  wo r k i n g  s e ve r a l l y  i n 
eve r y  m a n  a s  h e  w i l l .” T h e  e x c e l l e n c y  o f  o u r  d e -
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p a r t e d ,  f r i e n d ’s  p r e a c h i n g  d i d  n o t  c o n s i s t  i n  t h e 
t ex tua l ,  o r  in  any  de f in i t e  a r r angement ,  o r  un i t y  o f 
des ign—though he somet imes  had a  ser ie s  o f  thought 
con s e cu t ive l y  pu r s u ed  t h rough  a  d i s cou r s e—hu t  i n 
f ree,  detached,  and s t r ik ing sent iments  and sentences , 
r em ind i ng  u s  o f  t h e  ob s e r va t i on  o f  So l omon ,  “ t h e 
words  o f  the  wi se  a re  a s  goads ,  and  a s  na i l s  f a s t ened 
b y  t h e  M a s t e r  o f  A s s e m b l i e s .” H e  s e l d o m  s p o ke 
w i t h o u t  u t t e r i n g  s o m e t h i n g  s u b l i m e  a n d  p a t h e t i c . 
Where  i s  the  pe r son  who ever  hea rd  h im whose  oc- 
c a s i ona l  sm i l e  wa s  no t  i n s t an t l y  f o l l owed  by  a  t e a r, 
l ike  the  g leams  o f  sunsh ine  in  Apr i l  by  the  dropping 
shower?

He  h ad  an  uncommon  qu i ckne s s  o f  p e rc ep t i on ;  a 
k i nd  o f  i n t u i t i on  i n  a pp rehend ing  t h i ng s  t o  wh i ch 
h e  n eve r  s e e m e d  t o  a p p l y  h i m s e l f .  W h a t  s u b j e c t 
was there upon which he did not seem to be at  home, 
a n d  q u a l i f i e d  t o  s p e a k ?  H e  wa s  t h o ro u g h l y  ve r s e d 
in  c iv i l  and  ecc l e s i a s t i c a l  h i s t o r y,  and  in  c a su i s t i c a l 
a nd  p r a c t i c a l  d iv i n i t y ;  a nd  a s  t o  h i s  know l edg e  o f 
a l l  the  ord inar y  concer ns  o f  l i f e,  even down to  t r ade 
and  mechan i sm,  no th ing  s eemed  to  e s c ape  h im;  and 
the  wonder  o f  a l l  who  were  f ami l i a r  w i th  h im mus t 
have  been ,  when and where  and  how he  had  ga ined , 
in  such  a  cour se  a s  h i s ,  such  a  va r i e ty  and  ex ten t  o f 
information.

He  h ad  a l s o  an  amaz ing  t a l en t  f o r  s e i z i ng  a  pow- 
e r f u l  t hough t ,  a nd  even  a  p ro f ound  a r gumen t ,  a nd 
br ing ing i t  within the reach of popular under standing; 
and  a l s o,  by  mean s  o f  s ome  f am i l i a r,  o r  s h rewd ,  o r 
s tr iking a l lus ion, fur nishing i t  with a handle to enable 
hea re r s  to  t ake  ho ld  o f  i t  and  c a r r y  i t  away.  In  th i s 
f a cu l t y,  he  a lway s  appea red  to  me  to  be  unequa l l ed . 
What  a  mul t i tude  o f  exempl i f i c a t ions  o f  i t  might  be
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col lected together f rom his  judicious hearer s ,  whether 
constant or occasional!

There  was  o f ten  a  pecu l i a r  vehemence  in  the  man- 
ne r  and  l oudne s s  i n  t h e  vo i c e  o f  t h i s  p re a che r,  e s - 
p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  e a r l i e r  p a r t s  o f  h i s  m in i s t r y ;  bu t  i t 
n eve r  wa s  c o n t i n u o u s  t h rough  t h e  who l e  d i s c ou r s e , 
a nd  wh i ch  wou ld  h ave  p roved  i t  t o  h e  me re l y  me- 
ch an i c a l .  L i ke  t ho s e  o f  Wh i t f i e l d ,  t h e  bu r s t s  we re 
occas ional ,  and excited by the energy of feel ing at  the 
moment .  The re  wa s  no th ing  he  so  much  d i s l i ked  a s 
a  t ame  smoo thne s s  o f  l a n gu a g e  t h a t  e a s i l y  s l i d  o f f 
f rom  t h e  m ind  a nd  c on s c i e n c e  o f  t h e  h e a re r ;  o r  a 
mode  o f  add re s s ,  wh i ch ,  i f  f re e  f rom f au l t s  ( a  poo r 
re commenda t i on  a l o n e ) ,  wa s  equa l l y  vo i d  o f  e x c e l - 
l e n c e s .  Hi s  a im ,  h i s  e nd e avou r,  wa s  t o  imp re s s ,  t o 
exc i te,  to  accompl i sh  the  g rand de s ign  o f  p reach ing , 
to  tu r n  s inner s  f rom da rkne s s  to  l i gh t ,  and  f rom the 
p owe r  o f  S a t a n  u n t o  G o d .  H i s  e x p r e s s i o n s  we r e 
a lway s  f u l l  o f  p o i n t ,  a n d  s o m e t i m e s  t i n g e d  w i t h 
qua in tnes s :  he  employed the  mos t  co l loquia l  phra se s , 
a nd  p re f e r r e d  wha t  h i s  i l l u s t r i ou s  p re d e c e s s o r  h a d 
c a l l e d  “ m a r ke t  l a n g u a g e : ” a n d  t h u s ,  t h o u g h  n o t 
exc lu s ive ly,  the  “poor  had  the  Gospe l  p reached unto 
t h e m ; ” a n d  “ t h e  c o m m o n  p e o p l e  h e a rd  h i m  g l a d l y.” 
A n d  o f  w h o m  wa s  t h i s  o r i g i n a l l y  s a i d ?  T h e  L o rd 
pardon those who would not glory in such a commend- 
a t ion !  They who s i t  s t i l l  may see  l i t t l e  t r ip s  in  those 
w h o  wa l k ,  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h o s e  t h a t  r u n ,  f ro m 
which  they  a re  f ree—not  becau se  they  move  be t t e r, 
bu t  do  no t  move  a t  a l l .  The  t ame-minded  may  c a r p 
a t  the e f for t s  of  genius  whose province i t  i s  to snatch 
many a beauty beyond the reach of ar t ,  while i t  some- 
t ime s  f a i l s  i n  i t s  ven t u re s ;  a nd  cong r a t u l a t e  t h em- 
se lve s  tha t  they a re  not  chargeable  wi th  such f a i lure s
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— bu t  t h e  r e a s o n  i s  b e c a u s e  t h ey  a r e  i n c a p a b l e  o f 
such flights. Quarle tells us,

“They that crawl, 
Cannot fall.”

I t  wa s  s a i d  o f  a  noncon fo r m i s t  m in i s t e r  who  wa s 
re f lec ted upon by some of  h i s  n icer  bre thren,  tha t  he 
d id  much more  by  h i s  wi ld  note s  than  t h ey  d id  wi th 
the i r  s e t  mus i c.  And  who  c an  deny  tha t  the  succe s s 
o f  the  decea sed  was  remarkable,  and  tha t  no moder n 
p re a che r  h a s  p e rh ap s  eve r  h ad  s o  many  s e a l s  t o  h i s 
m in i s t r y ?  “He  t h a t  w inne t h  s ou l s  i s  w i s e ”—whe re 
then is found the wisdom of many?

We  mu s t  no t  f o r g e t  t o  men t i on ,  b e s i d e s  t h e  com 
ve r s ion  o f  sou l s ,  ano the r  spec i e s  o f  h i s  u s e fu lne s s— 
h i s  exc i t emen t s  to  l i be r a l i t y  and  bene f i c ence.  Wha t 
c o l l e c t i o n s  f o l l owe d  h i s  s e r m o n s !  W h a t  i m m e n s e 
s u m s  mu s t  h ave  b e e n  g a i n e d  by  h i m  i n  t h e  w h o l e 
c o u r s e  o f  h i s  l o n g  l i f e ,  f o r  i n d iv i d u a l  a n d  p u b l i c , 
s a c red  and  c iv i l  cha r i t i e s !  S eve r a l  e l e emosyna r y  in - 
s t i t u t i o n s  h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  h i m s e l f ,  a n d  n o t  o n l y  by 
in f luenc ing  the  generos i ty  o f  o ther s ,  but  by  exer t ing 
h i s  ow n .  I n d e e d  b e n evo l e n c e  wa s  o n e  o f  t h e  p re - 
dominant  fea ture s  o f  h i s  f ine  charac ter,  and f rom my 
knowledge of  no few of  the member s ,  I  am per suaded 
the attr ibute pervades the whole family.

Mr.  Hi l l  h a s  no t  d i s t i ngu i shed  h imse l f  much  a s  an 
author. He published two or three occasional Sermons, 
a nd  a  f ew  d e t a ched  Jou r n a l s .  H i s  “Apho r i s t i c  Ob- 
se r va t ions  on the  ev i l  Tendency  o f  in t roduc ing  The- 
a t r i c a l  Amusemen t s  i n to  Coun t r y  Towns” a re  s t r i k - 
i n g l y  j u s t  a n d  f u l l  o f  h u m o u r .  B u t  h i s  p r i n c i p a l 
work  was  two vo lumes  o f  “Vi l l age  Dia logue s ,” wr i t - 
ten in his  own peculiar manner, with a g reat deg ree of
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B u nya n ’s  i m a g i n a t i o n  a n d  t e n d e r n e s s .  T h i s  wo r k 
h a s  d e s e r ve d l y  p a s s e d  t h ro u g h  a  g r e a t  nu m b e r  o f 
editions, and has charmed and blessed thousands.

I n  g ene r a l ,  t h e  Lo rd  t a ke s  h i s  p eop l e  a nd  m in i s - 
t e r s  f rom the  humbl e r  o r  m idd l e  wa l k s  o f  l i f e ;  bu t 
yo u r  Pa s t o r  wa s  a  m a n  o f  f a m i l y,  a n c i e n t  a n d  r e - 
spec t able :  and  i t  i s  no t  a  l i t t l e  su r p r i s ing  how many 
o f  t h e  hou s eho l d ,  f o r  i t  wa s  l a r g e ,  h ave  b e en  d i s - 
t i n gu i s h ed  by  g enu i n e  p i e t y.  S i r  R i ch a rd  H i l l ,  h i s 
e l d e r  b ro the r,  wa s  much  known by  s eve r a l  pub l i c a - 
t ions  not  only in f avour of  the doctr ines  he held,  but 
in promotion of brotherly love and candour,  especia l ly 
b e tween  Churchmen  and  D i s s en t e r s  who  “ho ld  t he 
head .” S i r  Richa rd  wa s  re l i g iou s  be fo re  h i s  b ro the r ; 
a nd  wa s  a c c e s s o r y  t o  h i s  c onve r s i o n .  I  h ave  h e a rd 
h im  s ay  mo re  t h an  onc e  t h a t  h i s  b ro t h e r  Row l and 
was  not  awakened by  the  preach ing  o f  the  word ,  but 
by  h i s  re ad ing  a  Se r mon o f  B i shop  Beve r idge—I l a - 
ment  I  d id  not  a s c e r t a in  which o f  h i s  Ser mons  i t  was 
t h a t  D iv i n e  g r a c e  s o  s i g n a l i z e d ;  bu t  I  h ave  s o m e 
reco l l ec t ion  tha t  i t  wa s  the  Se r mon on  “Beho ld  the 
Lamb o f  God tha t  t ake th  away the  s in  o f  the  wor ld .” 
H e  a l s o  f u r n i s h e d  m e  w i t h  s o m e  i n s t a n c e s  o f  h i s 
e a r l y  wi t  and  f e r vour  which  t ime  wi l l  no t  a l low me 
to relate.

Bu t  t he  re l i g i on  thu s  commenced  wa s  no t  a  f o r m 
of  godl ines s ,  but  the power thereof .  I t  was  a  d iv ine ly 
vita l  pr inciple,  and from that hour he walked by f a i th, 
he  went  about  doing good,  and made the  end of  one 
g o o d  wo r k  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  a n o t h e r .  W h e n  we 
c o n s i d e r  t h e  j o u r n e y s  h e  t o o k ,  t h e  s e r m o n s  h e 
p re a ched ,  t h e  v i s i t s  h e  p a i d  t o  t h e  s i c k  and  dy ing , 
how well may we apply to him the Saviour’s commend- 
a t i on ,  “Thou  h a s t  l a bou re d  a nd  h a s t  n o t  f a i n t e d : ”
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“I  know thy works ,  and the  l a s t  to  be  more  than the 
first!”

M r.  H i l l  h a d  s u r v i ve d  h i s  w i f e  a  f ew  ye a r s .  S h e 
wa s  a  Mi s s  Tudway,  s i s t e r  o f  C lemen t  Tudway,  M.P. 
fo r  We l l s .  I  am so r r y,  and  unab l e  to  a ccoun t  fo r  i t , 
t h a t  so  l i t t l e  no t i ce  ha s  been  t aken  o f  th i s  ve r y  ex- 
c e l l e n t  f e m a l e .  S h e  wa s  a  t r u l y  g r a c i o u s  wo m a n , 
o f  a  ve r y  s ound  unde r s t a nd i ng ,  a nd  po s s e s s i n g  t h e 
or nament  o f  a  meek and quie t  sp i r i t ,  which i s  in  the 
s i gh t  o f  God  o f  g re a t  p r i c e .  Sh e  wa s  f o r med  f o r  a 
min i s t e r ’s  w i f e  by  he r  p r udence,  peaceab l ene s s ,  un- 
t a lka t ive  t emper,  and  un in te r medd l ing  conduc t .  She 
wa s  s i ngu l a r l y  s u i t ed  t o  t he  man  she  e spou s ed ;  and 
ou r  f r i e nd ’s  ob l i g a t i on s  t o  t ho s e  p rop e r t i e s  i n  h e r 
character  which tended to qua l i fy  the pecul ia r i t ie s  o f 
h i s  ow n ,  we re  g r e a t ,  a n d  I  h ave  n o  d o u b t  bu t  h e 
would  have  been  wi l l ing  to  s ay  o f  he r,  a s  Mr.  New- 
t o n  d i d  o f  h i s  w i f e ,  “ I  n eve r  f o l l owe d  h e r  a d v i c e 
bu t  I  had  rea son  to  approve  o f  i t ;  and  I  neve r  ac ted 
ag a in s t  i t  bu t  I  h ad  c au s e  to  repen t  o f  i t .” I t  i s  bu t 
ju s t  to  add ,  tha t  Mr s .  Hi l l  a lways  found h i s  demean- 
our  in  re l a t ive  and pr iva te  l i f e  per fec t ly  cor re spond- 
ent with his character in official and public life.

Unde r  t h e  D iv i n e  b l e s s i n g ,  a  l i f e  o f  t empe r an c e , 
and  exe r t i on ,  and  chee r fu lne s s ,  conduced  to  s e cu re 
and  pe r pe tua t e  a  h i gh  deg ree  o f  hea l th ,  so  th a t  the 
decea sed  was  s c a rce ly  eve r  th rough l i f e  l a id  by  f rom 
emp loymen t .  Thu s  a l s o  h e  re a ch ed  a  f i n e  o l d  a g e , 
w h i c h  i t  wa s  d e l i g h t f u l  t o  l o o k  o n .  “ T h e  d ay s  o f 
o u r  ye a r s ,” s ay s  M o s e s ,  “ a r e  t h r e e s c o r e  ye a r s  a n d 
t en ;  and  i f  by  re a son  o f  s t reng th  t hey  be  f ou r s co re 
ye a r s ,  ye t  i s  t h e i r  s t reng th  l a bou r  and  so r row.” Bu t 
here  was  more  than the  per iod ,  wi thout  the  in f i r mi- 
t ie s :  and a t  l a s t  na ture  was  not  racked wi th  tor ment-
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i n g  p a i n ,  no r  t h e  f r ame  wo r n  ou t  w i t h  con sum ing 
d i s e a s e ;  h u t  t h e  g o o d  o l d  p a t r i a r c h  g r ew  a  l i t t l e 
d rowsy  toward s  the  even ing  o f  a  l ong  and  l abor iou s 
d ay,  a nd  h av i n g  s e r ved  h i s  g en e r a t i o n ,  f e l l  a s l e e p, 
and was not, for God took him.

And such  a  l i f e  i s  be t t e r  a s  a  t e s t imony than  a  f ew 
d y i n g  e x p r e s s i o n s .  T h e s e  i n d e e d  a r e  p l e a s i n g  a n d 
i m p re s s i ve ;  bu t  o u r  d e p a r t e d  f r i e n d  f u r n i s h e d  bu t 
l i t t l e  o f  th i s  k ind wi th regard to  h i s  own exper ience. 
We  i n s e r t  a  f ew  o f  h i s  l a s t  wo rd s ,  w i t h  a  b r i e f  a c - 
count of  the few days  preceding hi s  decease,  f rom the 
Rev. Mr. Weight, who was then assisting him.

“ T h e  l a s t  s e r m o n  h e  p r e a c h e d  wa s  o n  S u n d ay, 
M a rc h  t h e  31 s t .  T h e  t e x t ,  1   C o r.  i i .  7,  8 .  O n  t h e 
fo l l owing  Tue sday  he  had  engaged  to  p re ach  to  the 
teacher s  o f  the Southwark Sunday School  Union;  but 
a s  he  f e l t  unwel l ,  he  reques ted  me to  commence  the 
s e r v i c e ,  a n d  d e l i ve r  a  s h o r t  s e r m o n .  H e  t h e n  a s - 
c e n d e d  t h e  p u l p i t ,  a n d  a d d re s s e d  t h e  t e a c h e r s  f o r 
about  ten  minute s ,  wi th  a  fe r vency and k indnes s  un- 
u s u a l  e ve n  t o  h i m s e l f .  T h i s  b r i e f  a d d r e s s  g r e a t l y 
e x h a u s t e d  h i m .  A f t e r  t h i s  h e  n e ve r  e n t e r e d  t h e 
c h a p e l  a g a i n .  O n  t h e  m o r n i n g  o f  G o o d - F r i d ay  h e 
compla ined of  g reat  weakness ,  but  would not  consent 
e i ther to my taking the service,  or  as s i s t ing him in i t . 
His  text  was ,  a s  usua l ,  wr i t ten out  for  him on a sheet 
o f  foo l s c ap  pape r,  and  wa s  s e l e c t ed  f rom Heb.  x .  4 . 
Be fo re  we  had  f in i shed  b reak f a s t  he  to ld  me  he  f e l t 
too unwel l  to go into the chapel  a t  a l l ;  and requested 
m e  t h e r e f o r e  t o  a p o l og i z e  f o r  h i m  t o  h i s  b e l ove d 
peop le.  ‘ I  cannot ,’ s a id  he,  ‘now do the  th ings  tha t  I 
wo u l d .  I  h o p e  I  a m  n o t  a  l a z y  m i n i s t e r ,  t h o u g h  I 
am compelled to be an inactive one.’

“On the  even ing  o f  tha t  day  he  exh ib i t ed  the  f i r s t
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symptoms of  a  confused and wander ing mind- These, 
wi th  h i s  exces s ive  l a s s i tude,  a l a r med us ,  and induced 
the  f e a r  tha t  the  t ime  o f  h i s  depa r tu re  wa s  a t  hand . 
Ye t ,  a s  h e  wa s  a  l i t t l e  re l i eved  on  t he  S a tu rd ay,  h e 
thought  he  might  be  able  to  preach on the  fo l lowing 
mor n ing :  and ,  h ad  th i s  been  po s s i b l e,  he  w i shed  to 
have  addre s s ed  the  peop le  f rom the  appropr i a t e  pa s - 
sage, 1 Peter i. 3.

“ O n  M o n d a y  a n d  Tu e s d a y  w e  h a d  t h e  a n n u a l 
m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  S u n d ay  S c h o o l  c h i l d re n .  H e  s a t  a t 
the  d r awing- room window,  and  t a l ked  a s  they  c ame 
in of  the de l ight  he had of ten fe l t  in addres s ing these 
l i t t le ones,  and kindly admonished me to speak plainly 
and  a f f ec t iona te ly  to  them o f  the  Lord  Je su s  Chr i s t . 
On the f i r s t  of  these two evenings  he a l so dicta ted to 
me the  fo l lowing  aphor i sms ,  which  he  had  some in- 
t en t ion  o f  p r in t ing  fo r  the  u se  o f  the  min i s t e r s  who 
m i g h t  s u p p l y  h i s  p u l p i t .  T h ey  w i l l  s h ew  n o t  o n l y 
t h e  a c t iv i t y  o f  h i s  m ind  on l y  t h re e  d ay s  b e fo re  h i s 
d e a t h ,  bu t  a l s o  t h e  f e r ven t  p i e t y  t h a t  r u l e d  i n  h i s 
heart.

“ ‘ W h a t  i s  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  G o d ,  t h a t  mu s t  eve r  b e 
the  w i l l  o f  God :  he  who  i s  ho ly  in  h i s  n a tu re  mus t 
be holy in his laws.

“‘God  mus t  eve r  beho ld  s i n  w i th  i n f i n i t e  de t e s t a - 
t i o n  a n d  a bh o r r e n c e ;  a n d  h e  mu s t  p ro n o u n c e  t h e 
sentence of condemnation on him who commits it.

“‘As  we a l l  have  s inned ,  so  we a l l  have  come shor t 
of the glory of God.

“‘The  l aw  condemn s  t h e  s i nn e r,  a nd  no t  on e  j o t 
or tittle of that law can ever fail.

“‘The  l aw i s  the  l e t t e r  tha t  k i l l e th  a s  to  a l l  expec- 
t a t ion  o f  good  f rom our s e l ve s ;  a l l  hope  o f  s a l va t ion 
by our own works is therefore perfectly fallacious.
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“‘The s inner  can  f ind  no hope but  in  the  fu l l  Gos- 
pe l  o f  ou r  Lo rd  Je su s  Chr i s t ,  i n  whom we  have  re - 
dempt ion  by  h i s  b lood ,  and  a c cep t ance  th rough  h i s 
r ighteousness.

“‘We  c an  n eve r  d e s i r e  t o  s ay  ‘Thy  w i l l  b e  done,’ 
unt i l  the kingdom of  God i s  se t  up in our hear t s ;  and 
we can posses s  no as surance that  the kingdom of  God 
i s  wi th in  us ,  un le s s  i t  p roduces  r ighteousnes s ,  peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghost.

“‘Eve r y  sub j ec t  o f  Chr i s t ’s  k ingdom wi l l  n a tu r a l l y 
be  de s i rous  o f  en t i re  con for mi ty  to  the  ho ly  l aws  o f 
that government to which he belongs.

“‘These f i r s t  pr inc ip le s  must  be rooted and g round- 
ed in the hear t  of  every Gospel  minis ter,  or he cannot 
expec t  t o  p re a ch  t h em w i th  powe r  and  s u c c e s s .  .  r 
“ ‘ H e  w h o  i s  t h u s  i n f l u e n c e d  w i l l  p r e a c h  a s  w i t h 
the  Ho ly  Gho s t  s en t  down f rom heaven ;  he  w i l l  b e 
a n i m a t e d  w i t h  a  g l ow i n g  a n x i e t y  t h a t  h i s  h e a r e r s 
should feel the truths he feels himself.

“‘He  w i l l  ye a r n  ove r  s ou l s  i n  t h e  bowe l s  o f  Je s u s 
Chr i s t ,  and  t r ava i l  in  b i r th  fo r  them unt i l  Chr i s t  be 
formed in them the hope of glory.

“‘No  con s i d e r a t i on  wha t s o eve r,  wh i ch  i s  no t  im- 
mediate ly conducive to the introduct ion of  these f i r s t 
pr inciples, should be allowed to influence the mind of a 
minister of Christ, or to attend him in his sacred work.

“‘ H e  w i l l  n o t  c o n s i d e r  h i s  ow n  f e e l i n g s ,  bu t  l ay 
h imse l f  ou t  f o r  t h e  un ive r s a l  good  o f  t h e  S av iou r ’s 
cause—he wi l l  spend and be  spent  for  h i s  Redeemer, 
a n d  w i l l  d i e  h a r n e s s e d  a s  a  g o o d  s o l d i e r  o f  J e s u s 
Christ.

“ ‘ W h i l e  i t  i s  a c k n ow l e d g e d  t h a t  t h e  l a b o u r e r  i s 
wor thy of  h i s  h i re,  yet  th i s  wi l l  be  the ver y l a s t  con- 
sideration that will influence his devoted mind.’
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“ O n  We d n e s d a y  I  e n j o y e d  m u c h  c o nve r s a t i o n 
w i t h  h im ,  e s p e c i a l l y  on  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  Go s p e l 
m in i s t r y.  He  to l d  me,  i f  h e  cou ld  l ive  ove r  h i s  l i f e 
aga in ,  he  would preach the  ver y  same t r uths  a s  those 
h e  h ad  b e en  a c cu s t omed  t o  d e l ive r.  ‘ I  h ave  t o  d e - 
p l o r e  n o t h i n g  bu t  t h a t  I  h ave  n o t  p r e a c h e d  t h e m 
with more of  the Holy Ghost  sent down from heaven.’ 
I  a sked h im i f  he  fe l t  h i s  per sona l  in tere s t  in  Chr i s t ? 
‘ I  c a n  s e e  mo re  o f  t h e  S av i ou r ’s  g l o r y  t h an  o f  my 
in te re s t  in  h im.  God i s  l e t t ing  me down gen t ly  in to 
the grave; and I shall creep into heaven.’

“ I n  t h e  e v e n i n g  o f  We d n e s d a y  h i s  m i n d  w a n - 
d e r e d .  H e  c a l l e d  u p  h i s  s e r va n t ,  a n d  d e s i r e d  h i m 
t o  r e a d  t o  h i m .  H e  r e a d  t h e  5 t h  c h a p t e r  o f  t h e 
S e c o n d  E p i s t l e  t o  t h e  C o r i n t h i a n s ,  a n d  h e  c o m - 
men t ed  on  the  4 th  and  17 th  ve r s e s .  Abou t  t en  th a t 
n i gh t  h e  s en t  f o r  me,  t o  conduc t  f am i l y  p r aye r  by 
his bedside, refusing to rest till I had done so.

“ O n  T h u r s d ay,  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  p h l e g m  i n  h i s 
c h e s t  p r e ve n t e d  h i s  s p e a k i n g  ve r y  a u d i b l y ;  b u t  I 
cou ld  hea r  h im.  so f t l y  repea t ing  ve r s e s  o f  Sc r ip tu re 
a n d  hy m n s — p a r t i c u l a r l y,  ‘ E ye  h a t h  n o t  s e e n ,  n o r 
e a r  he a rd ,  no r  h ave  en t e red  i n to  t he  he a r t  o f  man , 
t h e  t h i ng s  wh i ch  God  h a th  p rep a red  f o r  t h em th a t 
l ove  h im ; ’ a nd  ‘Ch r i s t  a l s o  h a t h  o n c e  s u f f e re d  f o r 
s in s ,  the  ju s t  fo r  the  un ju s t ,  tha t  he  migh t  b r ing  u s 
unto God.’

“ A b o u t  t e n  o ’ c l o c k  t h a t  m o r n i n g ,  I  r e p e a t e d  t o 
him a verse that had been often on his lips—

	 ‘And when I’m to die, 
	 ‘Receive me,’ I ’ll cry; 
For Jesus hath lov’d me—I cannot say why: 
	 But this I can find— 
	 We two are so join’d, 
He ’ll not live in glory, and leave me behind!’
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He  s h ewed  me  t h a t  h e  unde r s t ood  wha t  I  wa s  s ay - 
i n g ,  bu t  h e  cou l d  no t  a r t i c u l a t e .  And  t h i s  wa s  t h e 
l a s t  e v i d e n c e  o f  s e n s i b i l i t y  h e  g ave .  A t  h a l f - p a s t 
f ive  the  same day,  wi thout  a  s igh ,  g roan,  or  s t r ugg le, 
he gently expired.”

Cons ider ing the length of  h i s  l i fe,  the extent  o f  h i s 
cha r ac t e r,  and  the  mu l t i tude  o f  inc iden t s  connec ted 
with hi s  hi s tor y,  you wi l l  readi ly conclude what di f f i- 
cu l t y  I  have  found  in  the  s e l e c t ion s  I  have  made  to 
for m th i s  ske tch ( for  i t  can  be  noth ing more)  o f  th i s 
ex t r aord inar y  per sonage.  Indeed I  have  been obl iged 
to  omi t  and  abr idge  wha t  I  had  in tended  to  de l ive r : 
but  th i s  can be  rec t i f i ed  in  the  publ i shed d i scour se— 
I  s a y  p u b l i s h e d ,  f o r  i t  d o e s  n o t  d e p e n d  u p o n  t h e 
P re ache r  whe the r  i t  s h a l l  b e  pub l i shed—he  mus t  do 
i t  in  hi s  own defence,  a s  indecency and in jus t ice  wi l l 
h ave  a  s t o l e n  o r  d e f e c t i ve  p u b l i c a t i o n  f o r  s a l e  i n 
a  f ew hour s ,—the  s a l e  indeed  wa s  adve r t i s ed  be fo re 
the sermon itself was delivered or prepared!

But  I  was  ca l l ed  up to  th i s  se r v ice,  not  to  eu log ize 
t he  s e r van t ,  bu t  t o  g l o r i f y  God  i n  h im ;  and  to  ex - 
ho r t  o t h e r s  t o  f o l l ow  t h e  d e c e a s ed  even  a s  h e  a l s o 
followed Christ.

We l l ,  we  h ave  j u s t  l a i d  i n  i t s  p l a c e  t h e  e a r t h e n 
ve s se l ,  tha t  so  l a rge ly  and  so  long  he ld  the  heaven ly 
t r e a s u r e — a n d  w h a t  s ay s  t h e  p rov i d e n c e ?  H e re  a r e 
present  many in  the mini s t r y—some who are  jus t  be- 
g inn ing ,  and  o the r s  who have  been  longe r  engaged . 
Bu t . i t  i s  no t  p robab l e ,  my  b re th ren ,  t h a t  any  o f  u s 
s hou l d  r e a ch  s u ch  a n  a d van c ed  a g e  a s  t h i s  ma n  o f 
God,  or  i f  we should ,  tha t  our  v igour  and power s  o f 
ac t ion  wou ld  equa l  h i s .  Le t  u s  the re fo re  th ink  o f  an 
ea r l i e r,  appea r ance  be fo re  our  Mas te r,  and  p ray  tha t 
we  may  g ive  up  our  account  wi th  joy,  and  no t  wi th
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g r i e f .  L e t  u s  t a ke  u p  t h e  m a n t l e  h e  h a s  d ro p p e d , 
and  s ay,  “Whe re  i s  t h e  God  o f  E l i j a h ?” and  O th a t 
a  doub l e  po r t i on  o f  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  depa r t ed  may 
ac tua te  and guide  those  tha t  remain ,  tha t  each,  more 
a l ive  and  awake  than  ever,  may  s ay,  wi th  h i s  Sav iour 
and  ex amp l e ,  “ I  mu s t  wo rk  t h e  wo rk s  o f  H im  th a t 
sent  me whi le  i t  i s  day,  the night  cometh where in no 
man can work.”

B u t  w h a t  s h a l l  I  s ay  f o r  a  f ew  m o m e n t s  t o  t h i s 
b e r e a v e d  c o n g r e g a t i o n ?  M a n y  o f  y o u  h a v e  n o t 
du l y  va lued  h i s  l abour s ,  f o r  you  have  no t  improved 
t h em ,  You  h ave  b e en  h e a re r s  o f  h i s  wo rd ,  bu t  no t 
doe r s ,  and  the re fo re  a re  no t  b l e s s ed  in  your  deed— 
Th e r e  h e  l i e s .  W h o  l i e s ?  T h e  p r e a c h e r  o n c e ; 
t h e  w i t n e s s  n ow.  A n d ,  o h !  w h a t  w i l l  b e  h i s  t e s t i - 
mony a t  the  g rea t  day?  Wi l l  he  not  be  compe l l ed  to 
s ay,  “For  f i f t y  yea r s  long ,  O Lord ,  I  addre s s ed  them 
i n  t h y  N a m e — I  c a l l e d  t h e m — I  wa r n e d  t h e m — I 
e n c o u r a g e d  t h e m — I  we p t  ove r  t h e m — b u t  a l l  i n 
vain!”

O h !  t h a t  I  c o u l d  s ay  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  s h o u l d  s i g - 
na l ize thi s  occas ion,  and render the death of  the sa int 
t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  s i n n e r !  Ye t  w h a t  c a n  I  s ay  t h a t  h e 
h a s  n o t  s a i d  t i m e s  w i t h o u t  n u m b e r  b e n e a t h  t h i s 
ro o f ? — B u t  s u p p o s e  yo u  h a d  d i e d  w h e n  h e  d i e d — 
wou l d  you  b e  now  whe re  h e  now  i s ?  And  ye t  you 
mu s t  d i e—and  you  know no t  how  soon .  H i e  when 
you  wi l l ,  i t  i s  no t  l i ke ly  tha t  your  dea th  wi l l  exc i t e 
t h e  a t t e n t i o n  h i s  d e a t h  p ro d u c e s .  T h e  wo r l d  m ay 
no more regard your  dea th than the dea th of  a  wor m 
o r  a  f l y :  bu t  i t  w i l l  b e  o f  i n f i n i t e  c on s equenc e  t o 
yo u r s e l ve s ;  a s  i t  w i l l  s e a l  u p  yo u r  c h a r a c t e r ,  a n d 
d e t e r m ine  you r  cond i t i on  f o r  e t e r n i t y.  How l ong - 
have some of  you been spared ,  suspended by the  s in-
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g l e  t h re ad  o f  l i f e  ove r  t h e  bo t t om l e s s  p i t !  Wha t  i f 
any  o f  the  number le s s  acc ident s  or  d i sea se s  to  which 
yo u  h a v e  a l w a y s  b e e n  e x p o s e d  h a d  b r o k e n  t h i s 
t h r e a d — W h a t ,  O  w h a t  h a d  b e c o m e  o f  yo u ?  G o d 
saw you were unf i t  to die,  and therefore in hi s  mercy 
h e  h a s  l e f t  yo u  a s  ye t  i n  t h e  l a n d  o f  h o p e .  H e  i s 
long-suf fer ing,  not  wi l l ing that  you should per i sh .  O 
l e t  h i s  goodne s s  l e ad  you  to  repen tance !  O tha t  you 
were  wi se,  tha t  you under s tood th i s ,  tha t  you would 
consider your latter end!

I f  you  do  no t  me an  t o  n eg l e c t  s o  g re a t  s a l va t i on 
a lways ,  bu t  on ly  pos tpone  an  a t t en t ion  to  the  th ing s 
that  be long to your peace,  a l low me to ask.  How l ong 
d o  yo u  m e a n  t o  d e l ay ?  T i l l  yo u  a r e  p a r a l y t i c ?  o r 
t i l l  you a re  apop lec t i c ?  or  t i l l  you a re  cut  o f f  wi th  a 
s t roke?  o r  t i l l  you  a re  ha rdened  th rough  the  dece i t - 
fu lne s s  o f  s in?  or  t i l l  you a re  g iven  up to  s t rong  de- 
l u s i o n  t o  b e l i e ve  a  l i e ?  A n d  w h y  d o  yo u  d e l a y ? 
A re  you  no t  pu t t i n g  o f f  you r  l i b e r t y ?  you r  s a f e t y ? 
yo u r  d i g n i t y ?  yo u r  h a p p i n e s s ?  Fo r  h a p py  i n  yo u r 
p r e s e n t  s t a t e  yo u  c a n n o t  b e .  “ T h e r e  i s  n o  p e a c e , 
s a i t h  my  God ,  un to  t he  w i cked .” I f  you  p re t end  t o 
the  en joyment ,  wi th  what  f ace  can  you ca l l  the  pro- 
f e s so r s  o f  re l i g ion  hypoc r i t e s ?  Who so  f a l s e  a s  you? 
We have  t rodden f a r  enough in  the se  pa th s  our se lve s 
t o  know tha t  t hey  a re  no t  p l e a s an tne s s  and  peace— 
a n d  yo u  k n ow  i t  t o o.  Yo u  k n o w  t h a t  yo u  a r e  n o t 
s t r ange r s  to  a  w i sh  tha t  you  had  neve r  been  bor n— 
you know  tha t  you have o f ten envied the  brute s  the i r 
fe l i c i ty—you know  tha t  you s t i l l  s igh  over  ever y  suc- 
ce s s  and  indu lgence,  who wi l l  shew me any  good?— 
you  kn ow  t h a t  t h e  wo r l d  i s  van i t y  a nd  vex a t i on  o f 
sp i r i t ,  tha t  you a re  moan ing  th rough a  va l e  o f  t ea r s ,
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t h a t  t h e  g r ave s  a r e  r e a d y  f o r  yo u ,  a n d  t h a t  a f t e r 
death is the judgment.

I  s hou l d  con s i d e r  human i t y  t h e  mo s t  f o r l o r n  and 
wre t ched  po r t i on  o f  t h e  un ive r s e ,  we re  i t  no t  t h a t 
Chr i s t i an i ty  t e l l s  n s  there  i s  hope  in  I s r ae l  concer n- 
i ng  th i s  t h ing ,  and  b r ing s  t o  u s  t he  Con so l a t i on  o f 
I s r a e l  t o  re a l i z e  i t .  I n  h im  t h e re  i s  no t  on l y  p l en - 
t e o u s  r e d e m p t i o n ,  bu t  p re s e n t  h a p p i n e s s .  T h e  d e - 
c e a s e d  h a d  i t .  H e  e n j oye d  i t  i n  l i f e .  H e  f e l t  i t  i n 
d e a t h .  I t  f i l l e d  h i m  w i t h  a l l  j oy  a n d  p e a c e  i n  b e - 
l i ev i n g .  And  t h e re  a re  numbe r s  h e re  t h i s  mo r n i n g 
who can  bea r  the i r  t e s t imony  to  the  s ame  t r u th .  By 
be l i ev ing  they  have  en t e red  in to  re s t .  They  a re  de - 
l ive red  f rom the  ty r anny  and  r age  o f  tho se  appe t i t e s 
and  pa s s ions  which  made  them a  load  to  themse lve s , 
a s  we l l  a s  a  cu r s e  t o  tho s e  a round  them.  They  f i nd 
h i s  yo ke  e a s y,  a n d  h i s  bu rd e n  l i g h t .  T h ey  c a s t  a l l 
the i r  c a re  on  h im who ca re th  fo r  them.  They  know 
th a t  h e  h a s  p rov i d ed  f o r  eve r y  cond i t i on  i n  wh i ch 
they  c an  be  found ;  th a t  h i s  g r a ce  w i l l  be  su f f i c i en t 
f o r  t h em in  a l l  t h e i r  du t i e s  and  t r i a l s ;  t h a t  h e  w i l l 
gu ide  them wi th  h i s  counse l ,  and  a f t e rward s  rece ive 
them to  g lor y.  They a re  now inv i t ing  and ent rea t ing 
you ,  by  my  mou th ,  t o  make  th i s  a f f e c t i ng  occ a s i on 
t he  d a t e ,  I  w i l l  no t  s ay  o f  you r  s e r i ou sne s s ,  bu t  o f 
your blessedness—

“Ye, alas! who long have been 
Willing slaves of hell and sin,  
Now from bliss no longer rove;  
Stop, and taste redeeming love.”

“ O  t a s t e  a n d  s e e  t h a t  t h e  L o rd  i s  g o o d ,  b le s s e d 
is the man that trusteth in him.”

B u t  t h e re  a r e  o t h e r s  h e re  c o n c e r n i n g  w h o m  o u r
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hope  i s  s t ed f a s t  and  l ive l y.  Many  o f  you  have  been 
c a l l e d  by  h i s  m i n i s t r y.  M any  a l s o  h ave  b e e n  n o u - 
r i s hed  up  in  the  word s  o f  f a i t h  and  sound  doc t r i ne 
unde r  h i s  s e r v i c e s .  You  have  h ad  f o r  a  l ong  pe r i od 
t h e  a d van t a g e  o f  h i s  t e a c h i n g  a nd  t empe r  a n d  e x - 
a m p l e  c o m b i n e d .  H ow  we l l  c o u l d  h e  t a ke  u p  t h e 
language of  the Apost le  to hi s  be loved Thessa lonians , 
and  s ay  to  you—Our  exhor t a t ion  wa s  no t  o f  dece i t , 
n o r  o f  u n c l e a n n e s s ,  n o r  i n  g u i l e :  bu t ,  a s  we  we re 
a l l owed  o f  God  to  be  pu t  i n  t r u s t  w i th  the  Gospe l , 
eve n  s o  we  s p e a k ;  n o t  a s  p l e a s i n g  m e n ,  bu t  G o d , 
which t r ie th  our  hear t s :  for  ne i ther  a t  any t ime used 
we  f l a t t e r ing  word s ,  a s  ye  know,  nor  a  c loak  o f  co- 
ve t ou sn e s s ;  God  i s  w i t n e s s :  no r  o f  men  s ough t  we 
g l o r y,  n e i t h e r  o f  you ,  no r  ye t  o f  o t h e r s ,  when  we 
m i g h t  h ave  b e e n  b u rd e n s o m e ,  a s  t h e  A p o s t l e s  o f 
C h r i s t .  B u t  we  we re  g e n t l e  a m o n g  yo u ,  eve n  a s  a 
nu r s e  ch e r i s h e t h  h e r  ch i l d ren .  So  b e i ng  a f f e c t i on - 
a t e l y  de s i rou s  o f  you ,  we  we re  w i l l i ng  t o  h ave  im- 
par ted unto you, not the Gospel  of  God only,  but a l so 
our  own sou l s ,  becau se  ye  were  dea r  un to  u s .” Look 
back a  few days  and imag ine  you heard  h im f rom hi s 
dy i ng  ch ambe r  mak ing  t h i s  a ppe a l :  “Ye  know a f t e r 
w h a t  m a n n e r  I  h ave  b e e n  w i t h  yo u  a t  a l l  s e a s o n s , 
s e r v ing  the  Lord  wi th  a l l  humi l i ty  o f  mind and wi th 
many  t e a r s—And  how I  kep t  b ack  no th ing  th a t  wa s 
p ro f i t ab l e  un to  you ,  bu t  have  shewed  you ,  and  have 
taught you publ ic ly,  and f rom house to house,  tes t i fy- 
ing,  both to the Jews,  and a l so to the Greeks ,  repent- 
a n c e  t owa rd  God ,  a nd  f a i t h  t owa rd  ou r  Lo rd  Je s u s 
Chr i s t .  And now,  beho ld ,  I  know tha t  ye  a l l ,  among 
whom I  h ave  gone  p re a ch ing  t he  k ingdom o f  God , 
sha l l  s ee  my f a ce  no  more.  Where fo re  I  t ake  you  to 
record  th i s  day,  tha t  I  am pure  f rom the  blood o f  a l l
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men.  For  I  have  not  shunned to  dec la re  unto you a l l 
the counsel  of  God. I  have shewed you al l  things,  how 
tha t  so  l abour ing  ye  ought  to  suppor t  the  weak ,  and 
t o  remembe r  t h e  wo rd s  o f  t h e  Lo rd  Je s u s ,  how  he 
s a id ,  I t  i s  more  b le s s ed  to  g ive  than  to  rece ive.  And 
now,  b re th ren ,  I  commend  you  to  God ,  and  t o  t h e 
wo rd  o f  h i s  g r a c e ,  w h i c h  i s  a b l e  t o  bu i l d  yo u  u p, 
and to g ive you an inher i tance among a l l  them which 
a re  s anc t i f i ed .”—He ha s,  in  f a c t ,  thu s  addre s s ed  you 
—and  you  a re  s o r row ing  mo s t  o f  a l l  f o r  t h e  wo rd s 
w h i c h  h e  s p a ke ,  t h a t  yo u  s h o u l d  s e e  h i s  f a c e  n o 
more.

But  though he i s  dead ,  the  Lord l ive th ;  and ble s sed 
be  you r  rock ,  and  l e t  t he  God  o f  you r  s a l va t i on  be 
exa l t ed .  Hi s  remova l  ha s  made  a  vo id  wh ich  c anno t 
indeed be  ea s i ly  f i l l ed .  O Sur rey  Chape l ,  concer n ing 
wh i ch  o f  s o  many  “ t h e  Lo rd  s h a l l  c oun t ,  when  h e 
wr i t e t h  up  t he  peop l e,  t h a t  t h i s ,  and  t h a t  man  wa s 
b o r n  t h e r e ” — t h o u  p l a c e  o f  my  t r e m b l i n g  h u t  a c - 
c ep t ed  e f f o r t s  when  a  you th ,  and  whe re  I  h ave  an- 
nua l l y  l aboured  t i l l  the  a lmond  t ree  b lo s soms—thou 
temple  o f  the  l iv ing  God,  where  candour  ha s  a lway s 
t r iumphed over  a l l  the  minor  d i s t inc t ions  tha t  d iv ide 
s o  m a ny — I  f e e l  f o r  t h e e !  B u t  I  d o  n o t  d e s p a i r . — 
He re  i s  em in en t l y  t h e  c a u s e  o f  God .  Wi t h  H im  i s 
the  re s idue  o f  the  Sp i r i t .  The  p r aye r s  o f  your  long- 
honou red  Pa s t o r  a re  re co rded  on  h i gh .  S eek  d i re c - 
t i on  and  a s s i s t a n c e  f rom the  God  o f  a l l  g r a c e.  Ad- 
h e r e  f i r m l y  t o g e t h e r .  S u b m i t  yo u r s e l v e s  o n e  t o 
ano the r,  i n  t he  f e a r  o f  God .  Le t  no  roo t  o f  b i t t e r - 
ne s s  sp r ing ing  up  t rouble  you ,  and  the reby  many  be 
d e f i l e d .  M a i n t a i n  t h e  l i b e r a l  a n d  b e n evo l e n t  c h a - 
r a c t e r,  w i th  rega rd  bo th  to  p r iva t e  and  publ i c  in t e - 
re s t s ,  which has  so  much d i s t ingui shed and honoured
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yo u — A nd  th e  b eauty  o f  th e  L ord  our  G od  b e 
upon you.

And ye who were so at tached to him as  your f r iend, 
and  have  en joyed  so  much  commun ion  w i th  h im a s 
your  sp i r i tua l  gu ide,  and  he lpe r,  and  comfor t e r,  re - 
membe r,  t he  connex ion  be tween  you  i s  no t  b roken 
o f f ,  bu t  on l y  su spended ;  and  the  su spen s ion  c anno t 
be  long.  A few more  waxing and waning moons ,  and 
your  in t e rcour s e  w i l l  be  renewed  to  in f in i t e  advan- 
tage, where

Adieus and farewells are a sound unknown.

M r.  R ey n o l d s ,  o f  S h r ew s bu r y,  a f t e r  r e a d i n g  M r. 
Tong ’s  Memoi r s  o f  Mr.  Henr y,  wro te  th i s  re f l e c t ion 
— “ A n d  n ow,  d e a r  s a i n t ,  f a r ewe l l .  T hy  m e m o r y  i s 
f r a g r a n t  o n  e a r t h .  T hy  wo r k s  w i l l  p e r p e t u a t e  t hy 
f ame.  Thy sp i r i t  i s  gone  to  those  tha t  a re  made  per- 
f e c t .  I  am  fo l l ow ing  a f t e r  t h e e,  t r i e d ,  s i nn ing ,  and 
s i gh ing .  But  I  have  one  mot ive  more  to  qu icken  me 
in  my cour se—Tha t  I  sha l l  mee t  the  lov ing  and  be- 
loved, the holy and blessed Henry.” Amen.

END OF VOL. VII.


