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4 THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF WILLIAM JAY

PREFACE.

THE Editors have a few words, and hut a few, to ex-
press—and those chiefly for the satisfaction of the reader
—that in the following pages he, may feel assured he
will read what Mr. Jay left for his perusal. It was
the anxious wish of his family, and especially of his
executors, that the manuscripts here published should
pass, precisely as he left them, into the hands of the
Editors, one of whom was selected by Mr. Jay before
his death, and the other subsequently by his family.
To them the papers were committed entire, and without
alteration, restriction, or condition, to edit them for
the press, according to their best judgment, and to
make such additions as might seem desirable to com-
plete the narrative; carefully, however, distinguishing,
as they have done, between such additions and the
original work.

In undertaking this task they did not feel that they
were required to write a Memoir, but simply to com-
plete an Autobiography, which was necessarily left, as
to time, unfinished; and to gather up such other por-

tions of information, respecting Mr. Jay, and his course
through life, as might seem desirable for the purpose
of perpetuating the memory of so much excellence,
usefulness, and wisdom. It has, therefore, been their
main object to let Mr. Jay speak for himself; and to
preserve such specimens of his mind and genius, piety
and wusefulness, at different periods of his long course,
as might prove both gratifying and instructive.

They are well aware that a large circle of friends are
waiting, with eager expectation, for a work which its
author had often promised should be forthcoming after
his death, and which it was well known he had long
been preparing. To such they trust it will prove all

— b
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that they had anticipated from the pen of their esteemed
friend; and that to a still wider circle, though now
dead, he will yet speak. Some persons may wonder at
the delay of the publication; but when they are in-
formed that the whole of the manuscripts have had to
be rewritten, from a handwriting requiring no little
skill and patience to decipher, and then to be carefully
compared and examined; and that much new matter
had to be collected to continue the thread of the nar-
rative, and to carry it through the closing scene,—it
will be evident that no time has been lost, and that
greater haste could only have been attended with defects
and incompleteness.

To the numerous friends of Mr. Jay, who have
obligingly contributed copies of letters, and other valu-
able and important documents, the cordial thanks of
the Editors are due, and are hereby respectfully pre-

sented. It would be invidious to particularize indi-
viduals, and inconvenient to enumerate all who have
thus kindly aided the work. It is hoped, therefore,
that this general acknowledgment will be accepted.

The Editors have now only to commend the work
to the candid attention of the reader; and the blessing
of Him who alone can make this monument his servant
has inscribed to the glory of His divine grace, eminently
subservient to the edification of His Church wuniversal,
and encouraging to the rising ministry, who have in
Mr. Jay an example which they may do well to emulate,
and an instance of success which they will scarcely
hope to surpass. The portraiture and the history are
now before them, and with equal talents, superior ad-
vantages, similar motives, diligence and devotedness,
while they have the same Gospel to preach, the same
world to preach it in, and the same Great Master to
serve, why may not the Church yet be blessed with
many a young preacher who shall begin as auspiciously,
proceed as successfully, and terminate as honourably,
as William Jay?

— b
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PART I.

THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY

OF THE
REV. WILLIAM JAY;

WITH A GENERAL INTRODUCTION BY THE EDITORS.

GENERAL INTRODUCTION

TO

THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY, REMINISCENCES, ETC.

¢¢THEY that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the

firmament, and they that turn many to righteousness as the
So speaks the Oracle of Sacred
Truth, and all history elucidates and confirms it. When

H

stars for ever and ever.’

such moral benefactors of the world pass away from the
scenes and labours of time, a lustre gathers around their
memory purer and steadier than that which attaches to con-
querors, statesmen, and princes. Even the honoured names
of poets, patriots, and philosophers, though sounded forth
more loudly and widely by the trump of fame, are not so
dear to mankind, nor do they exert so benign and extensive
an influence upon the heart and character of survivors. This
happy result seems to be secured by a law in the moral
government of God which conserves, for the benefit of future
ages, whatever in human character 1s most redolent of
heaven’s own goodness and purity. That law may be clearly

— b
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traced in the history and experience of mankind, but is fully
read only in the words of inspiration, “the righteous shall
be in everlasting remembrance, but the name of the wicked
shall rot.” Even the world itself, true, in this case, to its
moral instincts, cannot help reverencing the one character,
and despising the other, though unconscious of the law by
which it is influenced.

2

Hence the fragrant memories of the good and great are
claimed as the common property of mankind. They are the
specimens of itself in which humanity glories; the types of
what men ought to be, and living examples of what the
grace of God can do with even a fallen nature. Men will
not let such memories perish. They are the lode-stars of
life to many: luminaries to all eyes that never sink beneath
the horizon. Or, in another view, they become sacred spoils
rescued by their own inherent immortality from the power
of the universal destroyer, and consecrated by the pen of
history to embellish and enrich future and distant ages.
Humanity would feel itself poor without them; and history
would want its greatest lights and best lessons.

These intellectual and spiritual treasures may remain em-
bodied in the writings which such pre-eminently wise and
good men bequeath to the world; or they may consist in the
records which others preserve of their bright example, wise
instructions, and useful lives; and sometimes partly in their
own writings, and partly in those of others concerning them.
It is only occasionally and rarely that such persons embalm
their own memories, for the benefit of their successors, in
an autobiography; and probably it is chiefly due to the
rarity of this species of composition, that the desire to
peruse it has become so strong.

It is a difficult and a delicate thing for a man to write
memoirs of himself, and the world is curious to see how he
can perform it. There is strong reason, however, to doubt
whether any artist could produce so good a portrait of him-
self as he could of some other person, or some other of him.
At any rate, we have seldom seen an autobiography which
com-eyed so correct and complete a conception of the

— b
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character of its subject as might have been conveyed by
another hand; though in some lineaments it might have
been more accurate and striking. There are doubtless many
things in a man’s experience and feelings which no one can

3

understand and explain so well as himself—many facts in
his history which no one can describe so well as himself-and
perhaps some traits and some phases of his character which
no one can harmonize with his individuality so well as him-
self; and if he be so thoroughly honest and simple-hearted as
not to fear being “known and read of all men,” and so
devout a worshipper of truth as to sacrifice pride and fame
upon its altar, then he may produce an autobiography the
accuracy of which would command the approving verdict of
all competent judges, and the value of which every reader
would appreciate. In that case we might place the portrait
in the picture gallery and moral treasury of the mind, to be
studied for imitation, as well as reverenced and guarded by
honour and love. When the memory of the just has thus
embodied itself in form, and embalmed itself in our affec-
tions, it only remains for us to give to it that vital force
and influence which shall enable it to reproduce its like in
ourselves and future generations.

Whether our esteemed friend, Mr. Jay, showed more
wisdom in writing memoirs of himself than he would have
shown in leaving materials by which some other hand might
have traced his history, and described his character; or
whether he has comprised in his Autobiography as much of
himself and his history as his friends and the world will care
to know, are both questions, we suspect, on which there will
be a diversity of opinion, and which as editors it does not
become us to decide. It is, however, quite certain that
many interesting facts in his history are not noticed in the
Biography, and that some of the most important and in-
structive come out in his Reminiscences of other persons:
so that the reader must not expect to find anything like a
complete narrative of Mr. Jay’s life in his Autobiography.
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While it is probable that many readers of this volume
will feel some disappointment that Mr. Jay has not left us
a history of his life at once more comprehensive and minute

4

yet the record of his matured opinions on various important
subjects connected with the cause of Evangelical Religion,
will by men of sound judgment be accepted as ample com-
pensation for the lack of historic detail. Of how much
greater value, in other memoirs of eminent persons, would
such expressions of opinion have proved, than many of those
ordinary instances of every-day life which, as they convey
no important information, and elucidate no principle, serve
only to swell the bulk, without enhancing the worth of the
volume, or it may be wvolumes. In the one case we are
listening to the decisions of wisdom and experience, while
in the other we are entertained with facts without interest,
or garrulity without amusement.

Mr. Jay’s Reminiscences often bear no inconsiderable
relation to himself, and show the influences of early con-
nexions. But there are many interesting and memorable
facts relating to his personal history which he has failed to
record in either section of his work, and which we have felt
it our duty to supply as far as we have been able to collect
information. In the matter of dates also in the Auto-
biography, where they were most essential, our friend has
been totally negligent. There is scarcely one from the
beginning to the end. Most of those, however, which were
of any importance, we have been enabled to supply.

To us, moreover, it appears an ilnauspicious circumstance
that Mr. Jay should have left his Autobiography to so late
a period of life. The undertaking was frequently urged
upon him by his children, but it was not until a very
earnest Letter, in the name of the rest, was written by one
of his sons, that he commenced it resolutely and at once.
This was about August in the year 1843. He then wrote
as follows:—

“At length I have begun in good earnest, having such
good health and some leisure, besides what relaxation re-
quires, to write the memoir. The sight of the Letter you

— b
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wrote, dated August 6, 1842, urging it, fell in my way, and
I yielded to it. My plan is to address it in a number of
Letters to yourself,* like Mr. Winter’s to me, as I can go
on by easy degrees. I have already written seven, but I
send them not (not having copies), lest they should be lost;
and I may like to revise them as I proceed. I am so happy
I have hit upon this method, and begin to feel an interest
in it. The fragments I wrote some years ago will occa-
sionally come in with alterations and additions. Now tell
no one this but your wife, till I give you leave. Should my
health continue I hope to bring together a good number of
these Letters; but I find I must not apply too closely, as
it affects my head and my stomach.”

At this period Mr. Jay was in his seventy-fourth year, and
though, as to his preaching abilities, possibly as lively and
popular as ever, yet as to his recollection of dates, and the
order of circumstances, it was scarcely to be expected that he
could avoid some confusion, even if he retained vivid recol-
lections of events and persons through so long a series of
years. It does not appear that he had kept any diary or
memoranda, and most probably had nothing to aid him but
his memory when he first commenced his work. This, how-
ever, we believe applies solely to the Autobiography.-The
“Reminiscences” were committed to papcr much earlier, at
least in part. Some of them were evidently written soon
after the demise of the subjects of them. Many of these
were persons of note and eminence in their day, whose
friendship Mr. Jay highly prized; and all of them had some
influence in the formation of his character, or in directing
the events and circumstances of his life. Several of the most
distinguished subjects of his Reminiscences have had copious
and separate biographical works devoted to them. This,

* This was addressed to one of his sons, but he afterwards changed
his purpose, and addressed these Letters to all his children.

6
however, will not lessen but rather heighten the interest
attaching to his recollections. They are entirely his own,

— b
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and for the most part will be clear additions to the facts
already known concerning those eminent and excellent per-
sons. In some instances a clearer light will be thrown on
certain facts, some obscurities will be removed, and some
mistakes or misrepresentations corrected. We are quite
sure Mr. Jay’s anecdotes will be highly relished by the
admirers of those characters to whom they relate.

Concerning his correspondence we have only a very few
observations to offer. It appears that Mr. Jay felt a great
reluctance to engage in letter-writing. He refers to this so
early in his history as the commencement of his acquaint-
ance with Miss Davies, afterwards Mrs. Jay. The reader
will find it confirmed in an early section of his Autobio-
graphy. He frequently alludes to it in the course of his
correspondence, and in several other parts of his writings;
sometimes alleging conscious distaste and incapacity, though
at other times charging neglect and failure to the pressure
of other claims and the multiplicity of public engagements.
Yet we have had a very considerable mass of letters sub-
mitted to our examination, a fair proportion of them being
long letters.

In a paper containing directions and suggestions to his
literary executors, he writes thus: “With regard to my
Correspondence I now see I never laid sufficient stress upon
letter-writing as the means of promoting social affection and
moral pleasure and profit. I had naturally an aversion to
letter-writing. My letters were therefore few and imper-
fect, and written in haste, as if occupying time taken
from more serious engagements. [ therefore think none
of them entitled to publication. Yet I would leave this,
after my own expressed opinion, to the judgment of my
executors.”

While using the liberty here conceded to us for the

gratification of friends, we have at the same time respected
Mr. Jay’s own opinion by making a comparatively small
selection.

It would seem from Mr. Jay’s high appreciation of the
epistolary style of both Newton and Cowper, that he felt it

— b
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difficult to realize his own ideal of excellence in this de-
partment. This may explain his reluctance to make the
effort, while the eagerness of his correspondents to be
favoured with his letters attests how successful he was
when he did make it. His own style in his letters scarcely
yields in simplicity, playfulness, and ease, to the eminent
examples at which he aspired. The frequent excuses and
apologies he makes for delay clearly prove that he was not
what is conventionally termed a good correspondent. In
this respect he contrasts himself with his admired and be-
loved tutor, who was distinguished for the excellence as
well as for the extent of his epistolary correspondence.
Mr. Winter, he says, “frequently cautioned his young
men not to follow his example. In one case, at least, this
advice, I fear, was pursued to the extreme, and this he
equally censured. The writer is the guilty individual.
When, therefore, I had my last interview with my venerable
friend, he asked me—for he was willing, if possible, to learn
of those he had taught—to sketch the outline of a sermon
from the words, ‘His letters, say they, are weighty.” 1
complied; but in presenting it expressed my wonder at the
choice or the subject, and intimated that I could hardly
deem it important enough for the edification of an audience,
many of whom could not write at all. He smiled, and I
saw he had gained his object. In this way he had in-
sinuated a mild reproof. He had drawn from me some
reflections on the utility and importance of letter-writing,
by which I own I was condemned.”*

An indiscriminate publication of a man’s letters is not to

* Mr. Jay’s Life of Winter, p. 313.

be applauded. A considerable proportion of all letters,
written by men or such publicity as Mr. Jay, must be letters
up on business or domestic occurrences, or entering into
details of family matters or interchanges of friendship, in
which strangers can feel no interest whatever, and from
which they can extract no improvement. It is but rarely
that men engaged in public life can sit down to discuss set

— b
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subjects with their friends; and it is but very seldom in-
deed that such persons can afford time for more than
prompt and brief replies to their correspondents. But
sometimes their letters to their afflicted friends are highly
valued, and may be appropriate to many besides those to
whom they were first addressed. We have made a selec-
tion of those letters to Mr. Jay’s friends, and of some of
theirs to him, which we have thought would be read with
interest by others.

We trust the perusal of the whole work will gratify Mr.
Jay’s numerous friends, and through the Divine blessing
promote that great and good cause to which our venerated
friend devoted his long life and earnest endeavours.

THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY

OF

THE REV. WILLIAM JAY.

LETTER I.

REASONS FOR HIS AUTOBIOGRAPHY.

Y VERY DEAR CHILDREN,—I duly received your kind
Mand respectful letter. The contents were both pleasing and
humbling. I could not but feel gratified by the expres-
sions of your filial affection and piety; yet my conscience
told me while reading them, how far short I came in fully
exemplifying the qualities and excellences which your re-
gard has led you to attach to your father.

— b
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The letter is too partial and flattering to be here intro-
duced. But what can I say to the proposal it brings, in
pressing me to write some account of myself, and the
leading events of my life? The application has a powerful
claim in coming from those who stand in a relation so near;
and it acquires additional influence when, as you affirm, it
is accompanied and enforced by the earnest wishes of my
other relatives and friends, and church and congregation,
and of many of the public.

But before I could determine on refusing or complying
with the proposal, I had four things to consider:—

First, Whether such a memoir ought to be secured?

This was a delicate question for the individual himself to
answer, and some might suppose that he could not answer
it in the affirmative, without betraying self-importance.
But humility is not founded in ignorance. A man may
know and own what he is, without vanity or pride, if he can
say, “By the grace of God I am what I am;” “Not I,
but the grace of God which was with me.” It would have

12

been mere affectation (and it must have been deemed so), had
I seemed unacquainted with my rise from an obscure con-
dition; the earliness of my preaching; the degree of popu-
larity attending my first efforts; the undiminished continu-
ance of the favour shown to my labours; the candid respect
I have received from the various religious denominations I
have occasionally served; the friendly notice taken of me
by some very significant personages; the number of my
publications, with their acceptance and enlarged circulation
at home and abroad; and the portion of usefulness, in serv-
ing my generation for more than half a century, which is
generally attributed to my endeavours.

A second question was, Whether, if I refused this pro-
posal, everything of the kind would be prevented from
other quarters? The present rage for biography is ex-
cessive and notorious, Such is the voracity of its appetite,
that it frequently waits not for the license which death is
supposed to give. It falls upon its prey, and devours it
alive; and many a man may be himself the reader of his
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own character and history, furnished by some anonymous
or even known writer. A number of different sketches of
myself have already appeared in periodical or separate pub-
lications in England and America. It is not, therefore, im-
possible or improbable but that some notices after my death
may be attempted, either by the mercenary or needy grasp-
ing at gain, or by real friends, meaning well, but labouring
often in the dark.

Thirdly, 1t was to be asked whether autobiography in
some respects is not more desirable and preferable than
information derived from extraneous sources? “Those
relations,” says Johnson, “are commonly the most valuable,
in which the writer tells his own story.” With regard to a
man’s talents and productions, and also those attributes and
habits, the result and fame of which form so much of what
we mean by character, the pen of another may be better

13

than his own. But yet, respecting many things of an in-
teresting nature, he himself must be the best witness, the
best judge, and the best recorder. By a competent writer,
the public life of an individual is easily supplied; but
people are seldom satisfied without some insight into his
more private retreats and recesses. They would know not
only what he did, but why he did it. They would know, not
only the direction in which he moved, but whether he was
led into it by design or accident, and what retarded or aided
his progress. They would not only contemplate his eleva-
tion, but learn by what degrees and efforts and instrument-
alities he reached it; for there is nothing really unac-
countable in such cases. The thing wondered at is, under
Providence, the natural consequence of a series of events
and circumstances. What appears a kind of impassable
depth and distance between the early and later condition of
the man is owing to an ignorance of the intermediate con-
nexions in the passage. We see him on the opposite sides,
but have not accompanied him in the transition from the
one to the other; but he himself knows that he passed, not
by miracle, but by means; that he was not supernaturally
borne across, but gained his position by many alternations
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of hope and fear; by many a weary step, and by many a
painful struggle.

But how is a man’s more personal and interior expe-
rience; his original disadvantages or helps; what chilled
his ardour or animated his diligence; what in his intellec-
tual, or spiritual, or official career was found to be his bane
or his benefit; with many other interesting and wuseful
things;—how is all this to be known, unless from the
communications of the individual himself?

A diary will not fully subserve the purpose. A diary
regards chiefly a man’s intercourse with God; and thc vari.
ations of his religious views and feelings there recorded are
designed to promote self-acquaintance, and not to divulge

14

himself to others. Such a work is devotional rather than
narratory, and will abound with much that is not proper for
public observation.

Fourthly, 1 had to inquire whether, in such an under-
taking, 1 could trust my own views and motives? While
I knew how hard it is to be honest where self is concerned,
and that nothing is perfectly pure that comes from man;
yet I felt that I ought to be conscious of being so far
actuated by a principle of truth, rectitude, and usefulness,
as to be able to commend my work unto the Lord; and not
only to implore his assistance in the performance, but also
to hope for his blessing in the perusal of it.

These considerations I have endeavoured fairly to ex-
amine; and though I do not say that I am perfectly satisfied
as to the conclusion, yet there is nothing in it that, upon
the whole, constrains me to decline attempting the engage-
ment you urge upon me. Yet I fear I shall find the execu-
tion no easy enterprise. Some difficulty will be found in
the selection. When a man looks back upon a life of
seventy-four years, he sees a very extensive field; and what
he is to detach for the notice of others asks for the exercise
of judgment and prudence. Much may be, and much ought
to be, passed over. Some love to ecke out pages and
volumes; but a brief account will generally comprise all
that ordinary biography requires.

— b
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Two things should not be forgotten in the choice of
articles. 1st, The influence they are likely to have on the
reader, in a way of innocent gratification, instruction, or
improvement. And, 2ndly, Their appropriateness to the
character of the individual.

The insertions, therefore, should serve directly or in-
directly to develop him—for it is of him—of his condition-
of his changes—of his opinions, attachments, and doings,
the reader wants to be informed.

But besides the selection of materials themselves, there
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must be some arrangement; and this also has occasioned
thought; for here various modes have been employed, with
perhaps equal propriety and success. You have neither
recommended, nor suggested, any particular method. I shall
therefore throw my narrative and reflections into a series
of Letters to vyourselves. In this I shall conform to the
example of my honoured tutor, Cornelius Winter, in the
Life of him which I have published, and which has met with
so much success. This mode will best suit a man of years
and engagements, as it will allow of freedom in the expres-
sion, enlargement or contraction in the statements, and easy
gradualness (not much affected by breaks and pauses) in the
progress. The number of Letters the series will contain,
must depend on the uncertainties of circumstances. But
whether I shall live and be able to accomplish the design
wholly or partially, rests with Him “in whose hand our
“But this will we

)

breath is, and whose are all our ways.’
do if God permit.”

N.B. I had no sooner written the above than I was
favoured with a call from my esteemed brother, the Rev.
John Angell James, of Birmingham. Upon being informed
of my purpose, he not only very much approved of it, and
zealously urged its execution, but begged that I would not
limit myself, by aiming at too much conciseness; especially
as to any parts and circumstances that would bear usefully
upon the rising ministry—that ministry for whose improve-
ment and excellency he has shown much anxiety. Hence,
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some things which otherwise would not have been introduced,
must plead this excitement and sanction.

16

LETTER II.

HIS PARENTAGE:—REMARKS ON PEDIGREES AND ANCESTORS:—
ANECDOTES:—EARLY EFFECTS OF SCENERY UPON HIM.

Y DEAR CHILDREN,—In commencing this Letter I have
Mone advantage which saves me time and trouble. I have not
to trace a long and proud lineage. If any great and illus-
trious individuals have been found among my ancestors, they
have not been ascertained in my family, in my own time.*
But were I mean enough to feel any mortification here, I
could not console myself. Lord Bacon has remarked that
they who derive their worth from their ancestors resemble
“potatoes, the most valuable part of which is under ground.”
When one of Lord Thurlow’s friends was endeavouring to
make out that he was descended from Thurloe, Cromwell’s

* Through the courtesy of the Rev. J. Ward, Rector of Wath,
near Ripon, we have been favoured with a considerable list of per-
sons of the name of Jay, baptized, married, and buried at Milton
Lislebon, in Wailts. There is one marriage that may have been that
of Mr. Jay’s father and mother: “1751, May 13, Wailliam Jay and
Sarah  Smith;” but we have no means of deciding the question.
Mr. Jay has said very little of his parents. A Rev. Charles Jay was
vicar of that parish in the year 1733, and died there 1761.

Mr. Waylen, of Etchilhampton, has also furnished many notices
of the family of Jay in Wailtshire, extending back for nearly three
centuries; but from which of them Mr. Jay of Bath descended, or
whether from any of them, all authorities are silent, and probably
William Jay was as ignorant as ourselves.

17

Secretary, who was a Suffolk man,—"“Sir,” said he, “there
were two Thurlows in that part of the country, who flourished
about the same time; Thurloe the Secretary, and Thurlow
the Oarrier:—I am descended from the last.” We have
read of a man who, in respect of his promotion, being asked
concerning his pedigree, answered that “he was not particu-
larly sure, but had been credibly informed that he had three
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brothers in the ark;”—but one of our most distinguished
poets of obscure origin surpasses this in his epitaph:—

“Princes and heralds, by your leave,
Here lie the bones of Matthew Prior;
The son of Adam and of Eve,—

Can Nassau or Bourbon go higher?”

My parents were very respectable, that is, they were poor
and religious: religious, not precisely according to the
theory and discipline of a particular party (for as yet there
was in the place no society formed on professedly evange-
lical principles, nor had the preaching of such doctrines as
yet been heard there); but really and practically religious;
exemplifying the morality of the gospel under the influence
of piety, or the fear and love of God; poor, not abjectly and
dependently, but able, by frugality and diligence, to support
themselves, and to bring up a family in the decencies and
even comforts of village life.

My father was the son of a small farmer, but he himself
was a mechanic, working at the business of a stone-cutter
and mason. There was nothing remarkable in him as to
talent, nor in my dear mother. They were both persons of
slender education, but of good solid understanding, and of
much common sense; upright, conscientious, kind, tender,
charitable according to their means; and much beloved and
esteemed in all the neighbourhood. I was their fourth and
only male child;* but there were four daughters, all of

* Mr. Jay was born May 6, 1769.
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whom are “gone the way of all the earth.” Three of them
married in humble life, but to husbands sober, industrious,
and much more affectionate and attentive to their wives
than many [ have seen in superior conditions, and among
those who are often called (for what reason God only knows)
“the better sort if people.” The other, who had a con
siderable share of wit and cleverness, was united to a man
of property. She possessed more capacity and knowledge
than perhaps half the whole population of the place beside.

— b



William Jay Autobiography v l.gxp:William gﬁy Autobiography 13 01 2009 23:47 Page 27

PROOF-READING DRAFT 27

The presbyterian minister on whom we attended was a
Clarkean Arian, (but he never dealt much in doctrine,) a
very dry and dull preacher, but a lovely character, and ex-
ceedingly tender-hearted, kind, and generous; denying him-
self almost to a fault, that he might have, out of his con-
tracted income, to give to him that needeth; and wherever
misery was, there was he. From my earliest remembrance,
he kindly and gently noticed me; and when I was able to
read, he presented me with the two first publications I ever
called my own. These were “Watts’s History of the OId
and New Testament,” and “Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress,”
and never shall T forget my feelings at the receipt of them;
for books (what a change has since taken place!) were then
very scarce in villages; at least few came in my way. The
schooling of the village was of course very limited, and had
nothing to awaken or expand the mind beyond the common
elements of reading, writing, and vulgar arithmetic. In this
humble education 1 shared; but I can say nothing more:
to any literary or intellectual advantage or excitement I was
a stranger.

It is perhaps commonly supposed that if a man is destined
to make a little figure in the world, he gives some indication
of it in childhood and even in infancy. Is this always true?
or is it true generally? It is said the bull-calf and the he-
lamb begin to push and to butt before their horns appear.
But metaphors alone prove nothing. Our Saviour speaks

19

of some seeds, which fell on superficial soil, and forthwith
they sprang up because they had no deepness of earth: but
the larger and more solid and durable trees are slower in
their growth than more common ones. Thus the oak is
longer in its rearing and maturing than the poplar or osier.
Does not mind both act and show itself according to parti-
cular periods, or rather occurrences, which seize and press
and excite it?

However this may be, to compare little things with
greater, I know both from report and experience, that your
father exhibited nothing like this early precociousness. I
can well remember with what pains I acquired reading; and
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my eldest sister observed, when questioned concerning my
first years, “We thought he never would have learned.”
But when the difficulty by which I was depressed, and for
which 1 was often reproached, was overcome, and 1 felt
encouragement and praise, I soon made some progress, and
soon wished to make more: but what opportunities or helps
did my situation afford? It may be asked if I remember
whether, at an early season, I had any workings of mind not
growing naturally out of my condition, but having a seeming
reference to my subsequent rising in life? I answer, I had,
and not a few; though it would not be easy to describe
them. But I always felt a strange love of withdrawing
myself from my playmates and roving alone; and, while
pausing among the scenes of nature, of surrendering myself
to musings which carried me away, and often left me lost,
in doing or enjoying something indistinctly different from
what I had ever actually witnessed. Our dwelling, which
was my father’s own property, consisting of a double tene-
ment, too large for a cottage, had attached to it a propor-
tionate garden and orchard. It was situated about an equal
distance from Wardour Castle, the seat of Lord Arundel;
Pit house, the seat of Mr. Bennet; and Fonthill, then the
splendid mansion of Mr. Beckford. The village in which it

20
stood was wide and varied, and abounded with lovely and
picturesque aspects—

“And the sweet interchange of hill and vale and wood and lawn.”

It is impossible to express the intense pleasure I felt from
a child, in the survey of the rural scenery, while standing on
the brow of an eminence, or seated upon the upraised root
of a branching tree, or walking through a waving field of
corn, or gazing on a clear brook with fish and reeds and
rushes. How vividly are some of those spots impressed
upon my memory still; and how recoverable, at this dis-
tance of time, are some of the rude reflections so early
associated with them!

Yet what probability was there that such a change as I
have experienced would ever take place? No effort, no
purpose of my own, or of my relatives, had the least concern
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in it. It resulted purely and entirely from the providence
of God; and as it was not only so unlikely in itself, but so
eventful, and such consequences hinged upon it, I will en-
deavour to state the case as it was, fairly and simply, with-
out straining to magnify the remarkable into supernatural,
or the extraordinary into miraculous. But this must be the
subject of the next Letter. In the mean time,
I am, &c.

21

LETTER III.

HIS EARLY LIFE: METHODISM AT TISBURY:— CONVERSION:—MRS.
TURNER TAKES NOTICE OF HIM:—WORKS AT FOXTHILL ABBEY:—
MR. BECKFORD:—(EDITORS’ NOTICES OF MR. BECKFORD.)

Y DEAR CHILDREN,—Mr. Thomas Turner, the memoir
Mof whose eminently pious wife. has been long before the
public, and a second edition of which was published by
Dr. Bogue, left Tisbury while young. He was then pos-
sessed of no substance; but he gradually succeeded in
business at Trowbridge, and gained more than a com-
petency. Being a truly religious man, he wished to do
something to evince his gratitude to God, and promote the
welfare of his fellow-men. He, therefore, determined to
introduce the preaching of the gospel into his native village,
and, if possible, to awaken attention to the one thing need-
ful, in those he had left behind him in ignorance and care-
lessness. He took a house and licensed it, and opened it
for preaching. After some length of time, he built also a
neat chapel entirely at his own expense; and a very con-
siderable congregation and church were raised there, which
have continued ever since; and recently a new, commodious
and beautiful chapel has been erected, which I had the
pleasure of opening, and at the dedication of which more
than 100 was collected, after more than /700 had been
subscribed among the people themselves.
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Some persons love to talk of their being born again, and
of their being made new creatures, with a kind of physical
certainty and exactness; and refer lo their conversion,—not

22

as the real commencement of a work which is to continue
increasing through life, but as something which may be
viewed as a distinct and unique experience, immediately pro-
duced, originated and finished at once; and perfectly deter-
minable, as to its time and place and mode of accomplish-
ment; but I hope this is not necessary, for I have no such
narrative or register to afford. A distinction is not always
made between depraved nature and actual transgression.
All are sinners, and all have come short of the glory of
God; but all are not profligate, nor in this sense do all
speak of themselves, as if they had been the chief of sin-
ners. Restraint from evil is a mercy, as well as sanctifica-
tion and good works. I cannot speak as some do of going
great lengths in iniquity, and thereby rendering a work of
grace more sure and more divine. I bless God I was from
my childhood free from immoralities. I remember, indeed,
one act of gross transgression (it pains me now in review);
it was the uttering of a known and repeated falsehood,
accompanied with an oath, to carry a point, as [ was in-
tensely at play. For this my conscience so smote me that
I was soon constrained to withdraw from my companions,
and went home, and retired to implore forgiveness. But,
though free from vice, I now began to see and feel
deficiencies with regard to duty, and to be dissatisfied with
the state of my heart towards God. I also felt my need of
something more than was held forth by the preaching I
heard. Without knowing the nature of this good, 1 was
just in the condition of mind that would welcome and
relish the truth commonly called evangelical. Our minis-
ter, too, from some things which I had said (for he always
allowed and encouraged me to speak freely), strangely put
into my hands a letter, which, he said, had been written to
a father by a young man who had (these were his own
words) become a Methodist, and wished to convert him.
I had never heard the name before; but when, soon after,
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persons of this description were reported to be coming to
preach in the village, my curiosity was the more excited;
and, from the instruction and impression of the letter
(which was a very striking one), I longed to hear them,
conceiving and hoping it would relieve my concern of
mind.

The private dwelling which Mr. Turner had purchased
and licensed was first used for worship on the Saturday
evening. [ attended. The singing, the extemporaneous-
ness of the address, and the apparent affection and earnest-
ness of the speaker, peculiarly affected me: and what he
said of “the faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation,
that Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners,”
was like rain upon the mown grass, or cold water to a
thirsty soul. I scarcely slept that night for weeping, and
for joy; and as the preaching was to be renewed the next
morning at seven o’clock (not to interfere with the service
of the Established Church), I happened to be the first that
came. Mrs. Turner, who had come from Trowbridge to
superintend things for the time, opened the door herself,
and taking me by the hand, benignly asked, “Are yon
hungering for the bread of life?” She continued. talking
to me most winningly for some minutes, till others began to
enter. But this seemingly casual and trifling circumstance
was 1important in the result; for from that day forward
she particularly noticed me; and, as I had. been recently
apprenticed, and was returning from my work, which was
then at Fonthill House, in the evening, she often met me,
and conversed with me till T reached home; and her in-
formation and addresses were more useful than many of the
sermons [ heard, as she adapted herself to the state she
found I was in, and to the present kind of knowledge which
I required.

[Reluctant as the Editors are to divert the reader’s atten-
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tion for a single moment from Mr. Jay’s interesting narra-
tive, they yet judge that this is the most suitable place for
introducing a few facts which they feel assured will add
interest to the narrative, and increase the gratification of
the reader. The mention of Fonthill House a page or two
before, and of Mr. Beckford, its accomplished proprietor
and builder, 1s followed by the statement, that when the
lad William Jay was first noticed by Mrs. Turner, he was
not only working as an apprentice to his father, but both
father and son were actually working at the erection of
Fonthill House; and further, that it was on his return,
evening after evening, from that place, that Mrs. Turner met
him, and talked with him in that instructive way recorded
by himself in this letter. We suppose William Jay to
have been then little more than fourteen years of age, and
but recently apprenticed to learn the art of stone-masonry.
It was just at this time that Mr. Winter came to preach at
Tisbury, and was struck with the comely countenance of
the lad. About a year after, when Mr. W. came again to
preach at Tisbury on a week-day evening, there was William
Jay in the chapel, with his flannel-jacket and his white
leather-apron, just as he had left his work at Fonthill
Abbey, listening to the good Cornelius Winter. After
that sermon he was introduced to Mr. W. for the first time,
and, no doubt, wondered what the minister could want with
him. Let the reader realize this scene, and connect with it
the fact that he had been that day working at the mansion
of a gentleman who afterwards, most probably with an
utter unconsciousness that Mr. Jay had ever been in his
employment, passed upon him as just and elegant an eulogy
as perhaps ever was passed upon him; and frankly recorded
the fact that he had been himself a learner from the elo-
quent piety and wisdom of William Jay. In proof of this
we present the following interesting statement, which ap-

25
peared in the Bath Herald immediately after Mr. Beckford’s
decease:
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“The Christian Contemplated had been perused with much
interest by Mr. Beckford, as appears from his numerous
notes, written on its leaves; and from which the following
is extracted: ‘This man’s mind is no petty reservoir sup-
plied him by laborious pumpings—it is a clear, transparent
spring, flowing so freely as to impress the idea of its being
inexhaustible. In many of these pages the stream of
eloquence is so full, so rapid, that we are fairly borne down
and laid prostrate at the feet of the preacher, whose argu-
ments in these moments appear as if they could not be
controverted, and we must yield to them. The voice which
calls us to look into ourselves, and prepare for judgment,
is too piercing, too powerful to be resisted; und we attempt,
for worldly and sensual considerations, to shut our ears
in vain.”

“Beckford told me that Jay of Bath, whom he had gone
to hear incog., was one of the finest preachers he had ever
heard, and showed me his sermons; and, curiously enough,
he had a correspondence with Jay about the bad poetry, both
in the church and among the dissenters, as exhibited in the
hymns and psalm versions which they used.”—Closing Scenes,
Second Series. By Rev. E. Neale.*

* We have received the following letter from a gentleman at Bath,
whose intimate acquaintance both with Mr. Beckford and Mr. Jay
entitles his communication to our entire confidence, and to insertion
in the present edition of our work. It places Mr. Beckford’s charac-
ter in a more pleasing light, especially during his latter days. It
corrects the mistake into which Mr. Neale, or his authority, fell
respecting Mr. B. having heard Mr. Jay incog., and having had some
correspondence with him.

(TO THE EDITORS.)

GENTLEMEN,—Some  particulars  mentioned in the extracts inserted
in your first edition of the Rev. W. Jay’s Autobiography, respecting
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It will not be deemed irrelevant by those readers who
have no knowledge of Mr. Beckford, if we state a few facts

Mr. Beckford, from a work by the Rev. E. Neale, entitled the
“Closing Scene,” are so incorrect, that I have thought it desirable
to put you in possession of some facts which have come under my
own observation, and which will modify and correct the statements
made by Mr. Neale and quoted by you.

During a period of nearly twenty vyears, I enjoyed the pleasure of
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constant ancl familiar intercourse with Mr. Beckford, and, being
professionally employed as his architect, frequent were the oppor-
tunities afforded me of knowing his sentiments. I presume, there-
fore, on your kindness for the insertion of the following brief
account.

In the many hours spent in conversation with that highly-talented
individual, theological and religious subjects were frequently intro-
duced. Mr. Beckford knew I was an admirer of Mr. Jay and a
constant attendant upon his ministry. His texts, the treatment of
his sermons, and their divisions, were sometimes alluded to; and
being on one occasion at the Horticultural Exhibition at Sidney-
gardens with Mr. B., Mr. Jay being there also, I pointed him out,
and as Mr. B. was desirous of seeing him, we walked towards the
place  where he was standing, and I exchanged salutations; but
there was no introduction: nor did Mr. B. at any subsequent period
become acquainted with Mr. Jay: so that the statement of his cor-
responding with him, on hearing him preach, is wholly incorrect and
unfounded.

On the publication of his “Recollections of Alcobaca,” Mr. Beck-
ford presented me with a copy, which I lent to Mr. Jay; and men-
tioning the circumstance to Mr. B., he inquired if he had been
pleased with the perusal; on my answering in the affirmative, he
withdrew to his chamber, and returned with a copy, inscribing,
“From the Author,” on its pages. “Take this,” said he, “to the
good and holy man; say all that is kind from me to him, and beg
his acceptance of it.” My commission was duly executed, Mr. Jay
observing, I am indebted to you for this: and then addressing his
son, said to him, “I will send him my book,” meaning” The Chris-
tian Contemplated.” [ immediately responded, it would afford me
much pleasure to be the bearer. He then wrote “From the Author,”
and forthwith it was conveyed by me to Mr. Beckford. I drew his
attention to the preface, recommending the perusal as developing
the character of the man. At my next visit, Mr. B. almost imme-
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concerning him and the famous Abbey which William Jay
and his father helped to build.

diately referred to the book, saying, he had not only read the preface,
but the work itself. The whole of his numerous notes he then read
to me, among which was the memorable passage inserted in your
work at p. 25. It was inserted by myself in the Bath papers, after
Mr. Beckford’s death. So pleased was Mr. Beckford with Mr. Jay’s
book that, on the next visit of his daughter, the Duchess of H——rF
to Bath, he informed me that he had placed the book in her hands.
Some time prior to this he had read Dr. Dick’s “Philosophy of a
Future State,” lent him by myself; and not many months previous to
his death, he had been engaged in writing a poem, the subject of
which  was “The Temptation of our Saviour in the Wilderness.”
This he read to me in manuscript. The expression and tone of voice
added much to it. The awful and dignified reply of our Saviour I
never shall forget. In sublimity of conception it reminded me of
Milton’s Paradise Lost; and had I not known who had written it,
might have supposed him the author. I much regret it has never
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been published.

Preceding his illness, he had commenced a perusal of “Strauss’
Life of Christ,” from which, at times, he read to me extracts, com-
menting on the blasphemous character of the work. Indeed, had his
life been prolonged, the Duchess was anxious he should have pub-
lished his strictures on that work. Mr. Beckford’s religious belief
was  Orthodox; but he had been much disgusted by the sacred
calling  having become too professional, and characterized by a
greater regard for the fleece than the flock. His observations were
repeated on several occasions and in very strong terms.

Speaking of religious opinions he remarked, “If a man was a
Trinitarian he could not be very far wrong;” and Socinianism he
denounced, calling it a Christless Christianity, cold as the grave. His
penetration into the thoughts of those he conversed with was extra-
ordinary. He observed that he could read men’s minds by their
countenances. From my earliest acquaintance I have heard him
speak severely on the vicious habits and follies of many of the
aristocracy. His  “Liber  Veritatis,” to which he often alluded, and
which he intended should be published after his decease, was so
cutting a sarcasm that it has been withheld from the eye of the
public. One day he said that he had murdered Lord —— 1 ob-
served I could not comprehend his meaning. He repeated it. I
asked an explanation. He replied—"Having in vain endeavoured
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William Beckford, Esq., was the proprietor, designer, and
builder of the splendid Fonthill Abbey, which cost in its

to get rid of the Fox-hunters in my neighbourhood, I ordered
notices to be fixed in different parts of my estate at Fonthill, that,
after a certain time, [ should sink pits:”—which he accordingly did.
“Lord —— fell with his horse into one of them; he broke his leg
and died. I, therefore, murdered him.”

On his Tower on Lansdown being robbed of some most rare
articles, which from their antiquity could not be replaced, I naturally
expected he would have been greatly disturbed; but, to my surprise,
on meeting him there, he remarked, with inconceivable equanimity
—that “they were only toys for our amusement for a short time.”
His memory was remarkably retentive. Any author being quoted,
he would almost immediately refer to the part. Although eighty-
four yean of age, his eyesight was good to the last, reading without
the assistance of glasses.

The last interview I had with him was on a Sunday, when he
seemed much surprised to see me, as [ had invariably refused meet-
ing him on that day. He asked, on my entering, what brought me
there. My reply was, to inquire after his health. “We conversed for
some time. He was calm and self-possessed, manifesting no anxiety
as to the result of his illness, and apparently had not the least ap-
prehension on  his mind. The Duchess of H-—— shortly after
arrived; her physician from London, also, came down to see him,
being the first time medical advice had been sought. The attentions
rendered by the Duchess were most affectionate, devoted, and
incessant. In conversation with her Grace, reference was made by
her to his religious belief, as she had doubts that he was a Roman
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Catholic. I informed her to the contrary. As the prospect of recovery
became very doubtful, the Duchess asked him to see a Roman
Catholic priest, but to that proposal, as well as for the rector of the
parish to wvisit him, Mr. B. objected. I suggested to her Grace that
she should ask Dr. B. (who was then visiting him as a physican)
to draw his attention to the near approach of death; which she did;
—and he very kindly undertook to do so. Dr. B. informed me, that
when speaking to him on our common depravity-that we had no
merits of our own—but must all come as guilty sinners to a crucified
Saviour, whose atonement alone was sufficient for a penitent, he
listened with much calmness and attention, clasping his hands with
evident approval and acquiescence. He died the following day.

Mr. Beckford’s character underwent a great change after he came
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erection /273,000, and the pictures, library, and furniture
of which were valued at more than a million. He was the
son of the famous Beckford, twice Lord Mayor of London,
who reproved King George the Third on his throne, when
he insulted a deputation of the citizens. Mr. Beckford, the
son, who was placed, at his father’s death, under the eare
of the first Earl of Chatham, became a most accomplished
man and distinguished author. His gorgeous tale, entitled
“Vathek,” was written in French when he was barely
twenty-two, at one sitting of three days and two nights.
Byron said of it, that “even Rasselas must bow before it.”
He wrote also “Letters on Spain and Italy,” “Observa-
tions on Celebrated Painters,” &c. &c. He was universally

to reside at Bath. His paroxysms of passion, when first I knew him,
were most fearful; but, in his latter years, he had obtained a won-
derful mastery over himself, and which was seldom broken through.
He wused to say he could not now afford it. The resources of his
mind were wvast. He said he never knew what ennui meant: being
always occupied, he was not its subject. Persons in distress were
very frequently relieved by him, but he never would allow anyone
to know it, or permit his name to appear as a donor or subscriber.
I have been the bearer of a handsome subscription to a neighbouring
church, and for charitable and other purposes.

He directed by his will that his body should be embalmed and
deposited in a solid granite tomb, previously erected in his garden,
on Lansdown, but the inscription, said in vyour extracts to have been
chosen by himself from “Vathek,” was selected by his executor;
and that on the other side from verses written by himself, I sug-
gested, being subsequently approved by the Duchess.

I  cannot forbear, in conclusion, introducing two very striking
aphorisms of Mr. Jay, not noticed in your work; and being so pecu-
liarly characteristic of him should have a place in it.

Faith he described as “Conviction in motion and action;” Despair,
as “locking the door of heaven, and throwing the key into the bot-
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tomless pit.”
I remain, Gentlemen,
Yours most truly,
H. E. GOODRIDGE.
Bath, Nov. 17, 1854.
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esteemed a man of exquisite taste and of keen discernment.
His splendid fortune was spent in the gratification of his
taste for the fine arts and literature. Over his mantel-piece,
in his dining-parlour, was a picture of St. Catherine, by
Raffaelle, which cost him f3000. One who knew him well
says, “I had many conversations with him upon the subject
of religion; for he was rather fond of controversy. I should
say that he was an orthodox Catholic; but, like many, pro-
fessed a faith he did not practise.”

He was famous for a most sumptuous entertainment which
he gave to Admiral Lord Nelson. But though he was ac-
counted in his day the richest commoner in England, yet he
sustained, long before his death, immense losses of property,
and the Abbey was sold to Mr. Farquhar for /330,000.
The sale of its contents created an excitement throughout
the nation, and during its continuance of thirty-three days,
such was the influx of visitors, that not a lodging was to be
had for many miles round. It is recorded that between
seven and eight thousand catalogues were sold at a guinea
each.

After this calamity Mr. Beckford retired to Bath, where
he ended his days at very nearly the same age as Mr. Jay,
and where that mutual recognition took place, in the inter-
change of their respective publications, which has been
recorded in the letter of Mr. Goodridge, and which, in some
particulars, corrects the statement given by Mr. Neale in
his “Closing Scenes.”

Of Mr. Beckford, his friends have recorded that he bat-
tled manfully at first with his malady. “When he saw that
the struggle was vain, not before, and that life was rapidly
ebbing, he wrote to his affectionate daughter* in town his
last laconic note: “Come,—quick, quick,”—and expired a
day or two after the arrival of the duchess,
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“He spoke to no one about his belief or his hope. In-

* The Duchess of Hamilton.
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deed, he was one of those whose thoughts would have com-
muned only with God at such a crisis. He used to say,
What are forms? The heart is everything A clergyman
came. He thanked him for the offer of his services; but he
could do no more: it was his last effort.” This was the
testimony of one of his friends. Mr. Neale says: “From
another source I learned that in his parting hour, the truly
estimable rector of his parish attended at Lansdown (the
name of his mansion). He assembled Mr. Beckford’s whole
establishment for prayer, in the room adjoining that in
which the dying man lay . Mr. Beckford
himself made no confession of faith. ... His was a silent death-bed as to
the mighty future.

“Beekford was a very proud man, of violent passions.

He adopted a certain line of policy towards his
fellows; and his haughty spirit bravely supported him. He
said just after Lord Byron’s death: ‘So Byron is gone! He
cared about the world, affected not to care, defied it, and was
unsuccessful. I have defied it and succeeded. I have re-
sources if I should live centuries!” ...

“He directed by his will* that his body should be em-
balmed, placed in a chest, and deposited in a tomb, erected
in that part of his garden adjoining Lansdown Tower; that
on his mausoleum should appear the following inscription:
on one side,—‘William Beekford, Esq., late of Fonthill,
Wilts, died 2nd May, 1844, aged 84, with this quotation
from ‘Vathek’:—

““Enjoying humbly the most precious gift of Heaven to man—hope!’

“On the other side the same obituary, followed by these
lines, from a prayer written by himself:—

“‘Eternal Power!
Grant me through obvious clouds one transient gleam
Of thy bright essence on my dying hour!”

*  Mr. Goodridge says that the inscription was not chosen by
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himself, but by his executor.
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“Was this gifted and wealthy man a faithful steward?
What did he for his kind? Mighty trusts were confided to
Him! Blest with ample means, highly cultivated intellect,
and unusual length of days, what permanent blessings did
he confer on his fellows? ... What hospital did he
build? What asylum endow? What school did he origi-
nate? What sanctuary did he raise for the worship of the
Most High? What cloud of heathen error did he seek to
dissipate? What memorial has he left behind him to cheer
and gladden, during life’s weary pilgrimage, the aged, the
sorrow-stricken, the suffering, the desolate, or the bereaved?
What charity did he munificently support during life, or
place beyond the reach of failure by his testamentary dispo-
sitions at death? What widows’ grateful tears or orphans’
murmured blessings will the casual mention of his name
arouse? Was his a mere religion of the imagination; and
his reverence for sacred subjects bounded by his admiration
of ‘The Madonna,” ‘The Infant Saviour,” ‘The SalvatoR
Mundi,” when placed on the canvas by the limner’s art?”
—Closing Scenes, &c.

Between William Beckford and William Jay how wide is
the difference! What a contrast in their outward fortunes
and original conditions! What a contrast in their characters,
their achievements, their services to mankind, and the me-
moirs that now survive them! And, above all, how affect-
ingly contrasted were the closing scenes of their two lives,
—both in the city of Bath!

Mr. Beckford’s own verses, a part of which were inscribed
on his splendid monument, though they display and perpetu-
ate the exalted genius and exquisite taste of their author,
yet afford no trace of Christian hope or peace. He calls
them a prayer:

“Like the soft murmur of the secret stream,
Which through dark alders winds its shaded way,
My  suppliant voice is heard:—Ah, do not deem
That on vain toys I throw my hours away.
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“In the recesses of the forest vale,
On the wild mountain, on the verdant sod,
When the fresh breezes of the mom prevail,
I wander lonely, communing with God.

“When the faint sickness of a wounded heart

Creeps in cold shudderings through my shaking frame,
I turn to Thee,—that holy peace impart

Which soothes the invokers of thy awful Name.

“O All-pervading Spirit-Sacred Beam!

Parent of Life and Light!—Eternal Power!

Grant me through obvious clouds one transient gleam
Of thy bright essence on my dying hour.”

Let our readers compare these lines, which no doubt
expressed the last solemn, but yet gloomy, feelings of their
author, with the account of Mr. Jay’s last hours, which will
appear in its proper place in these pages; and then let him
say which was the happier man while they both lived, and
which is now the most honoured and the most illustrious,
after the long career which they both enjoyed; the one in
the full blaze of worldly splendour, or in luxurious seclusion
from it, gratifying and improving his intellectual powers
with everything refined, except the one thing needful; but
the other, from the day that he left off working at Fonthill
Abbey, till the day of his death, in the full hope of eternal
life through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, devoting all
his energies to the service of God and man, and deriving all
his pleasures from doing the work which his Heavenly
Father gave him to do.]

Mr. Jay’s narrative thus proceeds:—

And here occurred, what is mentioned without a name, in
the life of Mrs. Turner, concerning “a lad who, after hearing
a discourse enforcing family worship, besought his father
upon his return home to undertake it; and upon his re-
fusing, on the ground of inability, offered to perform it
himself. The offer was accepted with tears, and he became
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a kind of domestic chaplain.” This lad was the writer. A
little while after this, he was urged to pray at the private
meeting in the chapel, which he did with no little back-
wardness, and also with no little difficulty. Connected with
this, he cannot but mention a circumstance, as it affected
him at the time with a shock of amazement, and has since
aided him in not laying an improper stress on the figurative
language of Scripture; and made him careful to avoid such
views of the doctrines of grace as should exclude any from
hope of salvation. It was this:—He had prayed that our
names may be written in the Lamb’s book of life; but a
high-toned brother, from a neighbouring congregation, who
saw things clearly, took him aside, and rebuked him for the
impropriety of his expression, saying, “You know that book
was filled up from eternity; and if our names are not written
there, they never can be now.”

Bless God, my children, that from your infancy you have
been familiar with a testimony too plain to be mistaken.
“The Spirit and the bride say, Come; and let him that
heareth say, Come; and let him that is athirst come; and
whosoever will, let him take of the water of life freely.”

I shall soon resume the relation, and notice another link
in the chain of occurrences which drew me from my native
condition to set my feet in a large place.

[ am, &c.
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LETTER IV.

VISIT OF MR. WINTER TO TISBURY:—INTRODUCTION OF MR. JAY TO

MR. WINTER:—LETTER FROM HIM TO MR. WINTER:—HIS ADMISSION

INTO MR. WINTER’S ACADEMY AT MARLBOROUGH:—MR. W.’S FAITH
FOR PECUNIARY SUPPORT:—HIS STUDIES:—VILLAGE PREACHING.

Y DEAR CHILDREN,—For several years there was no
fixed minister at Tisbury, but the service was supplied by
preachers of various denominations, each officiating for one
sabbath only, but always coming early enough to preach also
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on the Saturday evening; and these men, after perhaps a
long and trying journey, had not only to preach on that
evening, but they had the following day to preach at seven
in the morning, and at six in the evening, and also to go in
the afternoon five miles to preach at a place called Ebs-
bourne; yet had they nothing to remunerate their toilsome
but willing efforts. Among these supplies came the excel-
lent Cornelius Winter from Marlborough, a distance of near
forty miles. A year after the first time, he came a second;
and Calling on Mrs. Turner at Trowbridge on his way, he
told her that when at Tisbury before, he had been particu-
larly struck with the aspect of a lad in the congregation; that
the impression had not worn off; and that he felt a strong
desire to have an interview with him before he should
return. Not knowing however his name, he could not
inform her who was the youth he intended. She imme-
diately said there was a lad in the place she also much
wished him to see and converse with, mentioning my name,
that he might inquire for me. Accordingly on the Sa-
turday evening he desired the doorkeeper to ask for
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Billy Jay to come to him in the parlour after the service.
Again, while in the pulpit he was equally attracted by the
appearance of the lad who had so impressed him before; and
was eager to know who he was, and to have some talk with
him. When the preaching was over, as desired, I followed
him into the house, and was presented to him. I was in my
simple wvillage dress, with my apron drawn around me. He
then perceived that the youth Mrs. Turner had mentioned,
and the youth he had remarked, were the same. He was
affected even to tears, and immediately kneeled down and
prayed. I was of course amazed at the strangeness of all
this; nor could I for one moment conjecture the design.
He then began to talk with me, and in a manner which
disarmed me of fear, concerning several things, and especially
of my religious views and feelings. At this interview he
proceeded no further, but desired me to come to him again
after the service on the morrow evening. I again waited
upon him; he again immediately prayed for a few moments;
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and then began to inquire whether I should not like, and
did not long, to communicate to others what I felt myself.
He observed that he had a small academy of young men for
the ministry; and kindly invited me to join them, if after
reflection and prayer my heart should be inclined, and my
parents should be disposed to give their consent. The
invitation was after some time accepted; and I went to
Marlborough, where for some years (they were far too few)
I was privileged to live under the tuition and care of that
incomparable man (Bishop Jebb calls him in a Letter, that
celestial creature Cornelius Winter), whose life I have pub-
lished; written indeed under a grateful sense of my obliga-
tions to him; but yet with no exaggerated praise, as all
who knew him intimately have acknowledged.

[The Editors conceive that the following document will
appear so interesting, as the only existing relic of William
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Jay the pious youth, just invited to enter the Marlborough
Academy, that, though it shows rather painfully the defects
of his village education, yet by the contrast it affords with
the productions of the same pen only three years after, it
will strikingly illustrate his rapid improvement, and afford
pleasure by showing the reader, first the jewel in its rough
state, just being drawn out of the mine, and emitting a gleam
of that lustre which it shed after it came from the hands of
that skilful workman his tutor. This document is the only
one that remains of all his letters to Mr. Winter, so far as
we are aware; and it is very remarkable that it should be
both the first and, in a literary sense, the worst of his
letters. The autograph is before us, and we give it verbatim
et literatim, that our readers may form a little acquaintance
at this point with William Jay, the stonemason, before he
went to Mr. Winter’s Academy, or had doffed his leather
apron and quitted the lowly home of his boyhood. The
letter was preserved by an old and valued servant of Mr.
Winter’s, and it fully verifies all Mr. Jay says of himself.

To Mr. Winter, Marlborough.
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Tisbury, January 3oth 1785.

DUTIFULL FREIND,—this comes with my kind love to you
hoping It will find you in good health as it Left me and all
my friend at tisbury thanks be to god for his mercy and
Goodness in preserving us to this present moment in health
and strength, health is the hony that Sweetens every
temporal mercy to be well in body is a great blessing but
to be well in Soul is a much greater Blessing than this what
is the body when compar,d with the Soul it is no more than
the Candles Slender Light to the great illuminary the Sun
in its meridian Splender and beauty.

[ received your Letter and was very thankfull for your
kindness to me in it. You Desired to hear from me by
Mr. Serman’s return and if [ could write you something of
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my Christen Exprience. my experience is that I Desire to
Love the Lord above all and Desire to live more to his Glory
and honour. I hope I can Say that he is the Cheiftest to
my Soul of ten thousand and altogether Lovly I Desire to
know nothing but Jesus and Desire to be found in him not
having on my own Righteousness which is pulluted with sin
and impure but the Righteousness which is of god which is
for all and upon all that Believe in him. my father says he
will find me in cloths as much as he is able I can come at
any time when you think proper So I conclude with my
father and mother’s Lore to you I am your humble servant

WILLIAM JAY.]

In what I have stated I cannot be mistaken; and there
are some still living (there were once many) to whom Mr.
Winter related the transaction; for he was pleased to advert
to it, especially after the encouraging success of his under-
taking. Various things at first seemed unpromising and
discouraging; my deficiencies were great. Mr. Winter had
no certain provision for my support, his own income was
very limited. He had, therefore, largely to draw upon the
providence of God; and he was enabled to trust without
fear or doubting. But he always affirmed that at the time
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he hardly knew how to justify the step he took, but from
impression and impulse he could not decline it.

I leave the fact, having stated it accurately, to the candid
judgment of my readers. The command is, “Let thine eyes
look straight on, and let thine eyelids look straight before
thee.” “Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy goings
be established.” And it is well for a man to feel the firmness
of the ground he treads upon; and be able to give, to him-
self at least, a reason of his conduct in any measure of
moment. And in general, no one laid more stress on pru-
dence, and did more honour to the use of proper means,
than the man of God before us. Yet he always had this
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sentiment, (and I have often heard him avow it,) that there
may be cases in which Providence, having a particular end in
view, will not, by some excitement or other, allow us to give
up, or pass by the thing, though for the present we walk by
faith father than by sight.

Must we always condemn such faith as presumption? Is
it enthusiasm to suppose, that there may be cases in which
the secret of the Lord is peculiarly with them that fear him,
and fear him above many? Is there any rule that admits of
no exception? Might not that which looks like a deviation
from a principle, be found to be compatible with it, if we
had knowledge to penetrate further, and to comprehend
more? Let us not judge one another. “Happy is he that
condemneth not himself in that thing which he alloweth.”
“Let everyone be fully persuaded in his own mind.”

It will naturally be supposed that no one could have gone
to an academy more destitute of many admntages than my-
self. But I had a thirst for knowledge, and a valuation of
it, which would ensure application when opportunities and
means were afforded. Mr. Winter’s library was not large,
but it was large to me; and every moment I could spare
from my studies I was searching it as for hidden treasure.
It may seem strange, but the authors I was most struck
with then, have continued to be my favourites ever since,
and my views and tastes with regard to sermons and
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preachers. have not otherwise changed than as they have
been enlarged and improved.

As our tutor rated learning very high, I was obliged to fag
hard. At first, the difficulties were not only trying, but
seemed insuperable; but in a little time I felt encouraged,
and soon found pleasure in even the languages. But my
progress was not considerable; and the literary acquisitions
of the students were not a little impeded by what the tutor
deemed justifiable. The state of the country then was very
different from what it now is, as to an evangelical ministry.
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The real labourers were few. The spiritual condition of
many of the villages was deplorable, and the people were
perishing for lack of knowledge. No one cared for their
souls. So it was with the vicinages all around Marlborough;
and their spiritual wants, if not their wishes, cried aloud,
“Come over and help us.” Mr. Winter, therefore, obtained
and licensed various private houses to preach in, and not
only went as often as he was able himself, but also sent his
young men to instruct these poor creatures, and show unto
them the way of life. In the milder seasons which would
allow of it, we often addressed large numbers out of doors;
and many a clear and calm evening I have preached down
the day, on the corner of a common, or upon the green turf
before the cottage door.

These neighbourhoods were supplied sometimes weekly
and sometimes fortnightly, both on the week days and on the
sabbaths. We always on the sabbaths avoided, if possible,
the church hours; and on week days we commonly omitted
the services during the hay and corn harvests, that we might
not give reasonable offence to the farmers, or entice the
peasants away from their labour before their usual time.
I would also remark, that we did not always in these efforts
encounter much opposition; indeed, I remember only a few
instances in which we suffered persecution from violence or
rudeness. This was much owing to the students being
always recommended to avoid needless provocation. Our
tutor enjoined us never to rail at others, or to say the gospel
was not heard there till we came; but leaving the hearers
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to learn this of themselves by comparison; and also to speak
the truth in love; being always affectionate and kind, and
endeavouring by our manner to show that we loved those we
addressed, and were only concerned for their welfare—not
anxious to make proselytes but converts. Yet Mr. Winter’s
horse was cruelly cropped and maimed at Ablington, where
he had preached on the sabbath. And there were places,
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and not a few out of our own circuits, where, though there
was little or nothing exceptionable in the preaching, the
carnal mind showed itself not only in secret malignity, but
in open outrage. The excitement of the ignorant populace
was commonly produced by the clergyman, the squire, and
some of the stupid and intemperate farmers.

The injuries inflicted on the preachers, and the houses in
which the people assembled, might have been sooner termi-
nated had the sufferers (as they ought to have done) more
readily availed themselves of their legal rights; but they
often yielded to un willing concessions and apologies; and
were backward to prosecute, forgetting that the trespasser
was a burglar; and that though we are to forgive private
and personal offences, it is otherwise with the violation of
the laws of the land, established for the public safety and
welfare. The best regard we can pay to a law is to obey its
precepts ourselves—the next is to see its penalty executed
upon transgressors. But in general, the village peasantry
(and of them only I am now speaking) were disposed, if left
to themselves, to receive and hear us; and it was truly inter-
esting and delightful to see how, after a little curious
observation and surprise, they seemed to drink in the word,
as rain on the mown grass, and as showers that water the
earth. The testimony to the Messiah was, “the poor have
and what right-minded
and right-hearted man is there, but would rejoice that those

>

the gospel preached unto them;’

who had so little of this world’s goods and comforts should
be able to realize “the unsearchable riches of Christ,” and
“walk in the comforts of the Holy Ghost?”

I am, &c.
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LETTER V.
HIS FIRST SERMON AT ABLINGTON:—CONTRIBUTORS TO
THE EXPENSES

OF HIS EDUCATION, JOHN THORNTON, ESQ., AND OTHERS:—
(EDITORS ” BRIEF NOTICE OF MR. THORNTON: )—PROPOSAL

TO GO
TO THE UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD:—PREFERENCE OF THE
DOMESTIC

SYSTEM:— (LIST OF STUDENTS MARLBOROUGH A CADEJ\/[Y) .

Y DEAR CHILDREN,—Great attainments and qualifica-
Mtions were not necessary in those rude villages where we
made our first attempts to minister. But we knew enough
from scripture and our own experience to “shew unto men
the way of salvation;” and to say, “Behold the Lamb of
God that taketh away the sin of the world.”

This early preaching unquestionably broke in much upon

s

our studies: but the tutor did everything in his power, by
rule and restriction, to lessen the injury, while there were
some rather compensatory advantages arising from it. First,
Hereby good was done in the conversion of sinners in many
instances, some of which were very striking; and what is the
gain of the whole world to the value of one soul? And,
secondly, The usage tended, by its exercise, and by the pre-
paration for it, to keep the minds of the students in the
things of God; and it is well known, that literary applica-
tion, and the free mingling of young men together, do not
much befriend spirituality of mind. Thirdly, It was of great
advantage to the young pupil to begin, before he knew too
much, to feel certain difficulties, and to gain confidence and
facility by practice. And thus, though the scholar was
injured, the preacher was benefited.
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In the review of the case, I cannot see how a man of God,

(whatever his zeal for learning might be,) circumstanced as
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Mr. Winter was, could have conscientiously acted otherwise
than he did; and much as I have always lamented, in addi-
tion to my original want of education, the loss of some
literary advantages, I not only submit to what appears to
have been the will of God, but upon the whole am e,en
thankful for such a course of things as I passed through.
God has not only a right to choose for us, but as he appoints
us our stations and offices, and foresees all they will require,
he arranges our trainings, and renders all our previous cir-
cumstances and experience preparatory to our fitness.

“Thy method cross’d my way, and young desire,
Which did to academic eminence aspire.

Fain I’d have sat in such a nurse’s lap

Where I might long have had a sluggard’s nap,
Or have been dandled on her reverend knees,
And known by honoured titles and degrees;
And there have spent the flower of my days

In soaring in the air of human praise.

* * * * *

My youthful pride and folly now I see,
That grudged for want of title and degree.”

Some may be surprised at the earliness of my preaching;
for I began a few months after I was placed at Marlborough.
Some, also, will doubtless censure it, and it is easy for them
to say much in support of their censure. Yet I cannot in
this case blame myself. It was not from my own forward-
ness, or of my own choosing; but I was under the authority
and direction of another, and bound to obey, even if I could
not entirely acquiesce. How sad is a spirit of resistance,
especially in students for the ministry! They arc best pre-
pared to rule and govern who have previously learned to
obey and serve. Why do not tutors expel for insubordina-
tion, as well as for error or vice?
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I remember a circumstance hardly worth relating. Soon
after I had begun my early career, I went to supply for a
sabbath at Melksham. At this time was residing there an
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old gentleman from London, a very wise man, at least in his
own conceit. I called upon him on the Monday morning.
He received me rather uncourteously. He did not, indeed,
censure my preaching, but rudely said, he had no notion of
beardless boys being employed as preachers. “Pray, sir,”
said I, “does not Paul say to Timothy, ‘Let no man despise
thy youth?” And, sir, you remind me of what [ have read
of a French monarch, who had received a young ambassador,
and, complaining, said, ‘Your master should not have sent
me a beardless stripling.” ‘Sir,” said the youthful ambassa-
dor, ‘had my master supposed you wanted a beard, he would
have sent you a goat.””

The first sermon [ preached was at Ablington—a village
near Stonehenge. The text was 1 Peter ii. 3: “If so be ye
have tasted that the Lord is gracious.” The division was,
1. The Lord is gracious. 2. The best way to know this
grace is by tasting it. 3. Such knowledge will have an in-
fluence over the possessor; for if we have tasted that the
Lord is gracious it will induce us to love him—it will draw
out our desires after more—it will make us anxious to bring
others to partake with us, saying, “That which we have seen
and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have
fellowship with us.” “O taste and see that the Lord is
good, blessed is the man that trusteth in him.”

I was little more than sixteen when I began; and from
this period I was called to preach with no little frequency;
and before I was of age, I had preached, I believe, near a
thousand sermons;* for in all our places, then, we always

* The Christian Observer, for June, 1855, contains a Review of the
Autobiography which is at once so candid and kind towards Mr. Jay,
that we feel disposed to thank the writer for the truly Christian spirit
which characterises the article, and especially to offer a few explana-
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preached three times on the Sabbath, with some week-day
services.

While 1 was at Marlborough, and after I had begun
preaching, with considerable acceptance and success, it was
inquired by some of those who had contributed to my edu-
cational support, and who were themselves moderate Epis-
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copalians, whether it should be proposed to me to go to the
University, and enter the church; but Sir Richard Hill and
John Thornton the philanthropist* decided against it, saying,

tory words in reference to the strictures he has passed, not impro-
perly, upon the forcing system of education under which Mr. Jay was
introduced to the ministry; as if that were the approved and usual
system pursued by the Dissenting churches. The fact is, the system
followed at the Marlborough Academy was not the system patronized
by dissenters generally, but by some few zealous and good men, both
churchmen and dissenters, who wished to supply with all speed the
thirst for evangelical preaching that was then felt through the country,
and that had been awakened by the preaching of Whitfield and
Wesley: and to take this Academy as a specimen of what was then,
or is now, the average of Dissenting Educational Institutions, would
be to fall into a great mistake. The education afforded in the dis-
senting colleges at the time when young Jay was at Marlborough is
not to be estimated by this particular case, which was an exception;
and that enjoyed at the present day by candidates for the ministry
among dissenters is not inferior to that enjoyed in any of the institu-
tions of our country.

* Had Mr. Jay personally known Mr. Thornton, he would no
doubt have given wus a sketch of that eminent philanthropist. In an
article furnished by Sir James Stephen to the Edinburgh Review for
July, 1844, and entitled “The Clapham Sect,” is the following allu-
sion to the subject of this note:—“John Thornton was a merchant
renowned in his generation for a munificence more than princely, and
consecrated to the reverence of posterity by the letters and poetry of
Cowper. He was one of those rare men in whom the desire to relieve
distress assumes the form of a master passion; and if faith be due to
tradition, he indulged it with a disdain, alternately ludicrous and
sublime, of the good advice which the eccentric have to undergo from
the judicious. Conscious of no aims but such as may invite the
scrutiny of God and man, he pursued them after his own fearless
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“God has opened the young man’s mouth, and for years to
come we dare not shut it, while there are so many immediate
and pressing calls for exertion.” But for this I have reason

fashion, vyielding to every honest impulse, relishing a frolic when it
fell in his way, choosing his associates in scorn of mere worldly
precepts, and worshipping with any fellow Christian whose heart
beat in unison with his own, however inharmonious might be some
of the Articles of their respective creeds.”

Mr. Thornton was an Episcopalian, and an intimate friend of the
Rev. John Newton, of St. Mary Woolnoth. His benevolence was as
unsectarian as his general habits, and “he stood ready,” said Mr.
Cecil, “to assist a beneficent design in every party, but would be the
creature of mnone.” Hence, in conjunction with Mr. Newton, and
some excellent men among the Dissenters, he was mainly instrumental
in establishing, and for a while supporting, a Dissenting Academy at
Newport Pagnell, which was placed under the tuition of the Rev.
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William Bull, whose son the Rev. T. P. Bull, and grandson the Rev.
Josiah  Bull, continued till its recent extinction to conduct its studies;
and who exhibited the wvery rare occurrence of men of three genera-
tions being pastors of the same church, and tutors in the same college.
Mr.  Thornton, as intimated above, extended his patronage and
pecuniary assistance to the institution at Marlborough, wunder the
direction of the Rev. Cornelius Winter, and thus was brought into
connexion with Mr. Jay, towards whose support he contributed
while passing through his academic course.

Mr. Thornton spent myriads of pounds in the purchase of livings
for Evangelical preachers; in the erection and enlargement of places
of worship, both in the Church of England and among Dissenters;
in sending out Bibles and religious books by his ships to various
parts of the world; and in numerous other ways. Nor was his
beneficence confined exclusively to religious objects. “Mr. Newton,”
says Mr. Bull, in a letter I lately received from him, “told my father,
that while he (Mr. N.) was at Olney, he had received from Mr.
Thornton more than /2000 for the poor of that place. He not only,”
continues Mr. Bull, “gave largely, but he gave wisely. He kept a
regular account (not for ostentation or the gratification of vanity, but
for method) of every pound he gave, in a large ledger, which he once
showed me. I was then a boy, and I remarked on every page was an
appropriate  text. With him, his givings were made a matter of
business, as Cowper says in an Elegy he wrote upon him—
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to believe Mr. Winter would have had then no objection to
the proposal. As it was not made to myself, I was neither
required to consent nor refuse; though, had I been, the
latter I am persuaded would have been the result. My
views upon some subjects have always been firm, though
moderate,—allowing me to distinguish between preference
and exclusion, and leaving every one to follow his own
conviction.*

One of the advantages of a smaller academy like that at
Marlborough was its assuming a kind of domestic character,
and associating us more with the tutor himself. A freer
and more intimate access to the tutor is sadly wanting in
some, yea, I fear, in all our public institutions. It is not
enough for the student to hear his tutor regularly and
formally lecture. There are things of great importance,
especially to his experience, and conduct, and character,
some of which are too delicate, and many of which are too
minute, to be here brought forward. These can only be
supplied properly by personal intercourse and converse. In

“Thou hadst an industry in doing good,
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Restless as his who toils and sweats for food.”

Such was the man to whom Mr. Jay stood indebted in part for his
support during the term of his education. The good Churchman, and
the eminent Nonconformist, have met in that world where these
designations have no place; and does the one regret that he lifted
his hand above the ecclesiastical barriers to extend his beneficence to
him that stood on the other side of it? Or does that other blush to
recollect that he stood indebted to the Churchman for his love and
liberality?>—Such mention as this is due to Mr. Thornton in the
present volume.

* Referring to this subject many years after in a letter, he says,—
“Our preaching is too commonly of a cast I am sorry to say not
the most calculated to do good. The mathematics and classics are
good in their places; but unless men have something else, they will
never make ministers of the New Testament. How thankful I am
that I did not, when a student, (as some of my Episcopalian sup-
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this respect (oh that I had profited more by it!) I had a
peculiar privilege; for, as I was so young, Mr. Winter felt
a more parental relation towards me; and, besides the free-
dom we all had in the family, he never walked out in the
morning or evening but I was always by his side. I fre-
quently also accompanied him when he took an excursion
for a few days from home. With what gratitude do I look
back to these hours, and thank God for my distinguished
intimacy with such a celestial spirit, and how often has it
led me to exclaim—

“When one that holds communion with the skies.
Has filled his urn where those pure waters rise,
And once more mingles with us meaner things,
"Tis even as if an angel shook his wings:

Immortal fragrance fills the circuit wide,

That tells us whence his treasures are supplied.”

I am, &c.

[As an appendix to this letter, we should have been happy
to supply notices of some of those who were in the Marl-
borough Academy along with Mr. Jay. But his allusions to
them are neither clear nor numerous. We are not informed
how many students at a time were under Mr. Winter’s care.
Several of those who were there during Mr. Jay’s term, or
afterwards, became ministers of great excellence; and one
at least of the number attained a degree of popularity and
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usefulness only inferior to that of Mr. Jay. We refer to
the late excellent Mr. Griffin, of Portsea, of whom a separate
Memoir was published some vyears since. The following
List of Students in Mr. Winter’s academy is most probably
incomplete; but it is the best we can furnish:—

porters recommended,) leave Mr. Winter’s to go to Oxford,
where 1

must have been five or six years before I could be ordained;
when

during that time I was preaching the gospel to thousands, and
saving

souls.” Bath, July 14, 1846.

49
Rev. W. Jay Bath.
,» Mr. Surman Chesham, Bucks.
,» YockneyStaines, Middlesex.
,, Wood Died while a Student.
, Hogg  Entered the Church.
,, Cliff Frome.
,» Sloper  Plymouth.
,» Golding Fulwood.
,, Griffin Portsea.

s

s

s

. 5, Underhill

,» »» Richardson Frampton.
» » Daniel Kingswood.

,» 5, Lane Wells.

» 5 HIggs

Mr. Jay remained in the Academy from the early part of
1785 till Midsummer, 1788, in the autumn of which year he
settled at Christian Malford.
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APPLICATIONS FOR ‘“THE BOY PREACHER:”’—INTRODUCTION TO REV.
ROWLAND HILL:—FIRST VISIT TO SURREY CHAPEL:—HIS INTER-
COURSE WITH REV. JOHN NEWTON AND REV. JOHN RYLAND:—

INVITATIONS TO SETTLE IN LONDON:—HIS INTRODUCTION TO MISS
DAVIES:—RESIDENCE AT CHRISTIAN MALFORD:—HIS FAREWELL
SERMON, AND MR. WINTER’S ADDRESS TO THE READER.

Y DEAR CHILDREN,—I hardly know how it was that I
Msucceeded in preaching from time to time in such a degree
as I did. But I could not be ignorant of the acceptance I
met with, and the numbers who followed me; nor did my
too fond and partial tutor keep from me so often as he
should have done, the applications he had for “the boy
preacher.” I am convinced my motives at this time were
right; for gain and fame seemed perfectly out of the ques-
tion. This simplicity of intention much helped me in
studying and speaking; for it is only as the eye is single
that the whole body is full of light.

After having for some time been confined to village efforts,
I was elevated to preach occasionally in some of the respect-
able congregations, both in the neighbouring and remoter
towns. Here also I found favour; and from report and
observation I began to think I possessed something more
than 1 had formerly been aware of; and I supposed (I trust
I may say this without arrogance) what it was, and that it
might be improved; and that it would be my wisdom to
adhere chiefly to it. 1 knew some attainments were not in
my power; and that few individuals ever had talent enough
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to excel in many, or even in several things. A remark had
struck me in reading Johnson’s Life of Watts, in which he
says, “The reason why the ancients surpassed the moderns
was their greater modesty. They had a juster conception
of the limitation of human powers; and, despairing of
universal eminence, they confined their application to one
thing, instead of expanding it over a wider surface.”

I cannot deny that even at this time I felt enough to
excite and encourage a moderate hope that, by the blessing
of God in the diligent use of means, I might become a
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preacher of some little distinction. The work also appeared
the noblest under heaven, and to be a sufficient employment
in itself. To this, therefore (not entirely neglecting other
things), I resolved more peculiarly to dedicate myself, keep-
ing as much as possible from encroachments, and endeavour-
ing to make every thing not only subordinate, but subservient
to my chosen and beloved aim.

N or, though it may seem vain, could I state things truly
and fully unless I observed, also, that I perceived some
common failings in preaching which I thought might be
avoided, and some sources of attraction, impression, and
improvement, that might at least be essayed with propriety.
Of course [ refer more immediately to the state of the
pulpit in the religious connexions in which I moved. It is
probable my meaning will be explained and exemplified
before the close of these letters. But in what I have here
intimated I am certain I judged from my own views and
feelings. 1 also left nothing to mere speculation. I tried
the case, in some humble degree, and my conviction was
increased by a measure of success.

As 1 was now leaving Mr. Winter, after too short and
imperfect a course of preparation, I came in contact with the
Rev. Rowland Hill, who, with the permission and approba-
tion of my tutor, engaged me for a season to go to London,
to supply Surrey Chapel. This was indeed a formidable
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engagement, but I was carried through it far beyond my
expectations. The place, though so large, was soon crowded
to excess; and when I preached my last sermon, the yard
before the dwelling-house was filled with the lingering
multitude, who would not disperse till I had bidden them
farewell from the window.*

This visit to London was, with regard to myself, a very
important and influential event. It gave me an enlarged
publicity.T It led to a friendship between Mr. Hill and
myself which continued till his death. It involved me in an
engagement to supply Surrey Chapel for a number of Sab-
baths annually. It brought me into a very intimate
intercourse with, and subserviency to, that extraordinary
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character, the Rev. John Ryland, of Northampton, the father
of the late Dr. Ryland, of Bristol. It placed me under the
notice, and gave me a share in the affection, of that most
estimable man of God, the Rev. John N ewton, rector of St.
Mary Woolnoth; and it also laid the foundation of my
acquaintance with, and admiration of, your entirely beloved
and esteemed mother.

Before 1 left town I received applications to settle; but
owing to my youth, and being anxious before I became a

* This first visit to Surrey Chapel, which had so important an in-
fluence upon the subsequent career of Mr. Jay, took place in July,
1788. This is determined by a very interesting and most appropriate
letter on the occasion, from his friend and tutor, Mr. Winter.—See
Jay’s Life of Winter, p. 195, Edit. 1843.

T In the Preface to the Sermon entitled “The Wife’s Advocate,”
Mr. Jay relates the following fact relative to this visit:—

“When the author, if he may be excused a reference to himself,
quite a vyouth, first went to London, and was all anxiety to hear the
preachers of the famed metropolis, he was told by a friend, that if he

wished to hear a good doctrinal sermon, he must hear Mr. ——; if
an experimental, he must hear Mr. ——; and if a practical, he must
hear Mr. ——. And he well remembers simply asking, ‘But is there

Y

no minister here who preaches all these? I should rather hear him.
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pastor to secure more preparation for the office, I declined

them all, and retired to Christian Malford, near Chippen-
ham. This was a small, but to me an interesting village, as
I had often preached there while a student, and as here Mr.
Winter himself for some time had resided, and laboured in
his earlier ministry, as may be seen in his memoirs. My
salary was to be /35 a-year; but my wants were few, and a
considerable tradesman (who had married Mr. Winter’s
niece) promised to board me gratuitously. Here I was
rich compared with the prophet in the house of the Shunam-
mite, who had only “a little chamber on the wall, and a bed,
and a table, and a stool, and a candlestick.” T was there-
fore as to accommodation and provision perfectly satisfied,
and free from all worldly care.

Here (it was much my wish in going there,) I hoped to
find abstraction, and to pursue my improvement. But my
design and expectation failed me in no small degree. My
own stock of books was very scanty, and there was no public
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library to which I could have aceess. My purse did not
allow me to buy, and there was no one from whom I could
borrow. I had also become previously too well known in
most of our neighbouring congregations to be left unsolicited
when they had a lack of service. I was, therefore, urged
constantly to preach abroad, and I had not the courage and
firmness which time gives one, to say “No,” to importunity;
for, as Mr. Cecil remarks, “A minister should never be to
be had.”

Here in my little volume of life you will have to turn
over another leaf. In the mean time,

I am, &c.

[The reader will, we trust, not be displeased at an inter-
ruption here for the purpose of introducing to him some
extracts from the sermon which Mr. Jay preached and pub-
lished on the occasion of quitting this his first station. The
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fact of the very early appearance of this sermon in print, is
of itself interesting; but the great excellence of the farewell
words from so young a minister, will gratify all who admire
Mr. Jay’s character and writings, but few of whom can ever
have seen that sermon. It so pleased Mr. Winter, that,
though he had before dissuaded him from printing when
urged by partial friends, yet he not only consented to the
publication of this sermon, but himself wrote a prefatory
address to the reader, which, as it is an expression of affec-
tionate regard for Mr. Jay and a relic of the excellent
tutor, we shall insert it entire, together with so much of
Mr. Jay’s sermon ml refers to the solemn farewell.]

MR. WINTER’S ADDRESS TO THE READER.

“Soon after Mr. Jay’s public appearance several of his
friends were desirous of reading some of those sermons
which they had heard with pleasure. I had influence
enough with him to overrule the motion, and my reasons
for interfering may easily be conjectured. The subjects
were common, and in a variety of forms had been treated
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by the most able ministers, whose years and experience
gave weight to their observations.

“The sermon preached at the opening of Mr. Tuppen’s
Chapel at Bath, however, found its way to the press,
through the request of many who heard it. The subse-
quent sermon is published at my particular desire. On
being informed of the impression it made at the time of
delivery, I desired to read it. I cannot but think it will
gratify some, as it did me,—no doubt it will those who
heard it preached. It was the production of a Saturday
evening, and the writer had not the most distant thoughts
of its coming abroad. A special notice taken of, and an
address made to, individuals of a congregation in the body
of a discourse such as Mr. and Mrs. Prior received, is un-
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usual; but local circumstances justified it on the present
occasion; and it may serve as a specimen of the difficulty
with which the Gospel is supported in many of our villages.
My principal design in this advertisement is to take the
blame of the publication to myself, if it deserves [my, and
to screen the youth from reflection. Whether it will be
thought wise or weak by the speculatist is not, I am per-
suaded, what Mr. Jay will be concerned about, so much as
whether it may conduce to answer the end he had in view
when he preached it,—the profit of many that they may be
saved, and for which he is willing to renounce the praise of
man. If I mistake not, the sermon is expressive of a
proper spirit, and may safely be imitated by young men,
who too frequently break their first connexions with acri-
mony and reflection, that betray resentment of injuries,
either real or imaginary, and impatience of contradiction.

“Like all other congregations, that at Christian Malford
has those in it who are not properly sensible of the bless-
ings of the Gospel,—are prone to cavil at what they have,
and to want what they have not. But the best and the
greatest part are otherwise minded. It is a poor congrega-
tion, which has undergone many revolutions, and includes
a small society over which I was ordained; and with which,
from my great attachment to rural retirement, I had a
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desire to live and die. Though I left them of necessity,
I intended to give them all the assistance I could, and
when I opened my little seminary, I had my eye upon them
as a proper people with whom my young friends might with
advantage make their first exertions. They have shared as
largely in Mr. Jay’s affections as they have in mine, but I
never supposed he would continue with them. He who
stations the stars, has the disposal of his ministers; and in
subordination to his wise and righteous appointment, the
qualification of ministers should determine the propriety of
their situation.
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“Men of the most distinguished ability, if disposed to
exert themselves, might diffuse their light where it would
be improper for them to fix their residence; and by their
occasional services might help such indigent country con-
gregations as that at Christian Malford to advantage. The
necessity of raising and preserving such societies is obvious
to a thinking man, influenced with proper zeal for the
spread of vital godliness. Parochial instruction is, in gene-
ral, too superficial and abstruse. It does not enough re-
spect the first principles of religion; and what it does
inculcate is without that solemnity, fervour, and perspicuity
that is necessary to render it effectual. As the poor want
more condescension than in common is shown to them, so
their minds require more labour than in general is bestowed
upon them. An attention to this I always inculcated upon
Mr. Jay; and, blessed be God, he has learned to stoop to
the child. If I detain the reader a moment longer from
the sermon, it is only to add a hint on the importance of
my brethren in the ministry making such congregations as
that we refer to, the object of their benevolent attention, as
far as circumstances will admit. The tedious hours of
many old people are hereby well employed; and their
minds fed with knowledge. Mothers of young children,
who by maternal duties are prevented from going far dis-
tant from their habitations, partake of the benefit; and
servants who are restricted in their time find their ad-
vantage from it. The glory of God and the salvation of
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souls are concerned in it. By this means living expositors
supply the place of printed expositions; and a proper
attention being paid to the narrow capacity of the poor
illiterate peasants, their understanding is informed, while
their affections are animated. By the blessing of God
upon our endeavours, they acquire proper ideas of a church,
and without engaging in the clamours of controversy,
silently and modestly organize themselves into such so-
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cieties as they have examples of in the Sacred Records.

Though they may be destitute of the splendour of the world,
they have the sanction of God, and the neighbouring minis-
ter or evangelical student—for they are incompetent to sup-
port a pastor—finds pleasure and profit. But every such
village has not the advantage of a student disposed or per-
mitted to layout himself and bestow the first fruits of his
studies upon its inhabitants, and the accomplished academic
thinks it too great a stoop for him to make. The luxuries
of the study, the laborious attention given to the turning
of the period, the ceremonious time-wasting visits, and the
large portion of time spent in decorating his person, pre-
vent attention to the pursuit after souls in this humble way.
We admire, then, the providence of God that selects from
the laity, men of genius and spirituality more than sufficient
to supply their place, nor do we startle though they should
be called Methodist. By the effect of their labours, we
perceive them to be the servants of the Most High God,
who show unto men the way of salvation, and contribute to
the common cause of Christianity. That a reserve of such
a blessing may be always made for the people who heard,
and now may read the subsequent sermon; and that the
word may be preached in power, and in the Holy Ghost,
and in much assurance, is the prayer of their affectionate
and devoted friend,
“CORNELIUS WINTER.”

CONCLUSION OF MR. JAY’S FAREWELL SERMON AT CHRISTIAN
MALFORD.

— b
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“We are now dissolving a very tender connexion, and it
yields matter for mutual humiliation. My success has not
equalled my acceptance. It becomes you to inquire what
on your part has prevented it; and with sorrow to lament
that you have not improved the help you have enjoyed. But
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all the blame is not yours, and upon a review of my labours,
I need not wonder that so little good has been done. Pride
and levity—the want of spirituality of mind, zeal for God,
and love for souls, have corrupted my services, and rendered
them unsuccessful. Infirmities, natural and sinful, I have
had many. I repent that I have had no more fervency and
importunity with you about the concerns of eternity. O,
eternity! eternity!—that thou hast been no more on the
lip of the preacher, and in the ear of the hearer! Yet,
blessed be God, I have the testimony of my own mind, and
I hope of yours also, that I have not walked in craftiness,
nor handled the word of God deceitfully; but by manifesta-
tion of the truth commended myself to every man’s con-
science in the sight of God. Those principles only have
been inculcated upon you which I believed to be consistent
with the oracles of truth. Having explained the doctrine,
and enforced the practice, of the gospel—having paid equal
regard to the moral and spiritual part of the Word—and
having kept back nothing that was essential for you to know
or do, ‘I have not shunned to declare unto you the whole
counsel of God.” Having described the guilt of sin, warned
the sinner of his danger, directed him where to flee for
refuge, and testified repentance towards God, and faith in
the Lord Jesus Christ, ‘I take you to record, that I am pure
from the blood of all men.” What my doctrine and manner
of life have been is known to you; and what my aim and
intent has been is known to God. Respecting the former, I
have endeavoured ‘in simplicity and godly sincerity, not by
fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God, to have my conver-
sation in the world; but more abundantly to you-ward.’
Respecting the latter, I have had the salvation of your souls
at heart; ‘for God is my record, how greatly I long after
you all in the bowels of Jesus Christ. Brethren, my heart’s

— b
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desire and prayer to God for you is that you may be saved.’
With this view, I would now close the subject by reciting
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a few doctrines, giving you my thanks, and expressing my
wishes, fears, and advice.

“The doctrines which you have heard, and which we pray
God may ever sound from this pulpit, include man’s de-
pravity, the redemption of the soul by the blood of Christ,
justification by his obedience, and sanctification by his Spirit
—or faith and holiness. ‘Without faith it is impossible to
please God,” and ‘without holiness no man shall see the
Lord.” Where there is faith there will be holiness, and true
holiness always springs from faith in Christ. The believer
disclaims merit, but delights in obedience, and walks before
God in newness of life. It would be ecasy to prove of what
importance such doctrines are. Be well grounded in them,
and pay more attention to them, than to those which are of
less moment, and which have furnished the world with mat-
ter for endless controversy. ‘Contend earnestly for these
important articles of the faith once delivered to the saints,’
and beware of hearing or receiving a man who opposes them,
lest ye be partakers of his evil deeds. ‘Be ye not carried
about with divers and strange doctrines, for it is a good
thing for the heart to be established with grace.’

“My thanks are due for the respect you have paid me,
and for your desires of my continuance. While the love of
many cannot be overlooked, it would be very remiss, were I
not to notice the kindness of some present, which reflects
the greatest honour on them, and lays me under peculiar
obligations. Our united thanks are due to our dear friends
with whom I have resided. Under God, we have been in-
debted to them for my coming and continuance here, Being
unable to support a minister yourselves, I could not have
lived among you, had they not generously invited me to
their house, and given me my comfortable subsistence.
Nor are they unwilling for my continuance; but have
earnestly desired me to continue my connexion with their
family. ‘“That which was lacking on your part, they have
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supplied; for they have refreshed my spirit and vyours;
therefore acknowledge them that are such.” There can
be no impropriety, my honoured friends, in making this
public acknowledgment, ‘for this thing has not been
done in a corner.” You have exerted yourselves to the
uttermost in the cause of your Redeemer; yea, and be-
yond your power you have been willing to discover the
sincerity of your love. ‘Now he that ministereth seed to
the sower, both minister bread for your food, and multiply
your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteous-
ness.” Remember, ‘God is not unrighteous to forget your
work of faith, and labour of love.” Beloved, I wish above all
things that you may prosper in your body, soul, and family.
May your dear children ‘know the Lord God of their parents,
and serve him with a perfect heart and willing mind!’

“My wishes respect your welfare as individuals, and a
society; that you may order your conversation aright, and
love one another with a pure heart fervently; that there
may be no root of bitterness springing up among you; no
divisions and contentions; but that you may live in peace,
and the God of peace be with you; that religion may be
visible in the power and practice of it, and that you may
neither be barren nor unfruitful in the kingdom of God!
May the seed which has been sown yet spring up, and bring
forth much fruit; may the Lord provide a supply for you,
and render future labours more successful! While I am
thus expressing the wishes of my soul, may you be able to
say, ‘The Lord grant thee thy heart’s desire, and fulfil all
thy petitions!’

“My fears are great and many. I fear lest I have be-
stowed labour upon you in vain. I fear you have been
instructed, warned, exhorted, to no purpose. I fear that
while you have been hearing of an inheritance incorruptible,
undefiled, and that fadeth not away, there are many of you
who have no part nor lot in the matter, but are still in the
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gall of bitterness and bond of iniquity. If our Gospel be
hid, it is hid to them that are lost. And are there none
among you to whom this Gospel is hid? Hid as to the light?
Hid as to the power of it? Are there not many blind minds,
hardened hearts, ungodly lives? But, God be thanked! there
are a few, who, though they were the servants of sin, have
obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was de-
livered them. O that it was the case with you alll T would
not leave one unconverted person. O how happy would it
be to leave you all in a fair way for glory! But I cannot
depart from you so. O, then, ye blind souls, upon whom
the light has shined in vain; ye hardened souls, upon whom
the Word has made no impression; ye deluded souls, who
have a form of godliness, but deny the power thereof;—I
fear for you, and I will weep in secret, when my tongue can-
not reach yon. Let my concern be yours. How is it you
are so unalarmed? Can you rest secure under such a load
of guilt? Can you expect a certain fearful looking-for of
judgment, and be unconcerned? What! are there so many
Sabbaths, sermons, exhortations, gone never to be recalled,
and not afraid? Like the jailor, may you fear, and tremble,
and cry, ‘What shall T do to be saved?” But this is not the
case. I have then another fear, that I must rise up in judg-
ment to condemn you, Dreadfull What! be the means of
increasing their condemnation whom I would gladly save?
Soon we must all stand before the judgment-seat of Christ,
to give an account of our preaching and hearing! May
each of us then be able to do it with joy, and not with
grief! It would yield a minister much pleasure had he reason
to conclude that all the people now committed to his care
would then prove his joy and crown of rejoicing. But, should
he be unsuccessful, yet if he be faithful he shall not lose his
reward. ‘Though Israel be not gathered, yet shall he be
glorious in the eyes of the Lord.” ‘For we are unto God a
sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved, and in them
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that perish; to the one we are a savour of death unto death,
and to the other a savour of life unto life.’

“My advice respects you as sinners and saints. If you
are sinners of any description whatever, I exhort you to
inquire into your true state, your heinous guilt, your dread-
ful danger. Lay yourselves open to your inspection. View
yourselves in the glass of the law. Believe that you are
what the word of God represents you to be,—‘miserable,
and wretched, and poor, and blind, and naked.” Pray for
the wisdom that cometh from above, and that you may
know the value of your immortal souls, and the excellency
of Jesus Christ. Search the Scriptures with prayer for an
understanding heart. Depend on Christ alone for salvation.
"Tis at your peril you neglect Him. There is none other
name by which you can be saved. But in Him you will find,
plenteous redemption. Come, and welcome. He will not
cast you out. He waits to be gracious.

“And you, my dear young friends, what shall T say to
you? My heart feels for you. The enemy of souls eyes
you as his prey: disappoint his hope. Beware of the snares
of the world, and particularly of an evil heart of unbelief, in
departing from the living God. Give up yourselves to the
Lord by an early dedication, and you will find that his ways
are ways of pleasantness and all his paths peace. Your
tears now at my departure show your affection for me. You
have given many evidences of it. Give one more. 'Tis my
parting request. Recollect the many exhortations I have
given you. Remember your Creator in the days of your
youth. Seek him early, and you shall find him.

“l can rejoice with those of you who know the Lord.
You have begun well, but you must go forward and hold
out to the end. Pray for an increase of grace. Set the
Lord always before you. Converse much with him, and
keep up a holy, happy communion. Live in continual de-
pendence on his mercy and power for every supply you
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need. Act for his honour and praise. Prefer this to all
pleasure and interest of your own. Whether you eat or
drink, or whatsoever you do, do all to the glory of God.
Grow not indifferent in his service, but be zealous for every
good word and work. And, as you would be happy in time
or eternity, be ye holy in all manner of conversation and
godliness, looking for the blessed hope and the glorious
appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.

“Herein 1 give my advice. Were these to be my last
words, I know not what I could press upon you of greater
importance. Let me prevail with you to have a proper
regard to what has been said, and remember it has been
given out of love to your best and eternal interest. 'Tis
not because I seek myself, but your salvation, that I thus
speak. I utter the dictates of affection. Let, then, the
parting advice of one who sincerely loves you be received
and followed. Wherefore, my beloved brethren, be ye
stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the
Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour shall not be
in vain in the Lord. Only let your conversation be as
becometh the Gospel, that whether I come and see you, or
else am absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand
fast in one spirit, with one mind, striving together for the
faith of the Gospel. And now, brethren, I commend you to
God, and the word of his grace, which is able to build you
up, and to give you an inheritance among them that are
sanctified. Finally, brethren, farewell. Be perfect; be of
good comfort; be of one mind; live in peace, and the God
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of peace shall be with you.

04

LETTER VII.
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MEETS WITH LADY MAXWELL;—SUPPLIES HOPE CHAPEL AT THE HOT-
WELLS:—ACQUAINTANCE WITH THE REV. T. TUPPEN:—PREACHES
DURING HIS ILLNESS:—OPENING OF ARGYLE CHAPEL, BUILT FOR
MR. TUPPEN:—EXTRACTS FROM HIS SERMON ON THE OCCASION:—
DYING CHAMBER OF MR. TUPPEN:—UNANDIOUS INVITATION OF
MR. JAY TO THE PASTORATE:—ORDINATION SERVICE:—MR. JAY’S
CONFESSION OF FAITH:—ADDRESS BY MR. JAY PREFIXED TO THE
ORDINATION SERVICE.

Y DEAR CHILDREN,—After more than a year in the
Msituation I have described, aud where my improvement was
not small (though it might have been greater with more
prudence and diligence), I met with Lady Maxwell in
Bristol, to whom now belonged Hope Chapel, at the Hot-
wells. I hardly know how it was (for I did not feel entirely
convinced of the propriety of the measure,) but she pre-
vailed upon me to supply this chapel, which had not been
very long opened. My preaching always filled the place,
and I hope good was done. I not only heard of various
instances of conversion, but three of those who were
awakened by my labours while there became preachers
themselves, were ordained over congregations, and died in
the faith of Christ.

Here I continued about twelve months, and here it is
probable I should still have continued, (as I was pressed
both by her ladyship and the people to become the stated
minister,) but a difference with the sub-governess, who
managed, during her ladyship’s absence in Scotland, the
temporal concerns (and who had no objection to interfere
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with the spiritual), actuated me to resolve to withdraw.
Perhaps there was mutual blame, as there generally is in
such cases; and therefore the apostle says, “forgiving one
another,” as if it were necessary for the pardon to pass from
side to side. However this was, [ certainly considered
Mrs. C. an excellent woman, and I respect her memory, and
am not ignorant how God blessed her endeavours with her
children. But, with all my regard for the sex, and submis-
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sion in domestic affairs, I do not plead for female ecclesias-
tical rule, whether supreme or subordinate.

The Lord determines the bounds of our habitations; and
the events that move us from one place to another are as
much under the direction of his providence, as the fiery
cloudy pillar which was the conductor of the Israelites in
the wilderness. But on what apparently casual and slender
causes do consequences the most interesting in our history
often hinge! At the very time of this difference came an
invitation from the Independent Church at Bath, then des-
titute by the death of their very able and worthy pastor, the
Rev. Thomas Tuppen. This (as I was no stranger to the
place and the people, having several times preached there
during their pastor’s indisposition) I soon accepted; and so
my residence was fixed in that far-famed city.

I know not whether it is common for persons not to seem
to themselves at home till they are in the proper places
designed for them. I know it was thus with me. I never
felt that I was “where I ought to be, or was likely to remain,
till T became, as a preacher, an inhabitant of Bath; but from
that time I said, ‘This is my destination, whatever be its
duties or t