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The books comprised in this and the 4th volume were first  
published as follows:

The Young Woman’s  Guide  th rough l i f e  t o  immor ta l i ty ,  
in 1852:

The Flower Faded, in 1835:
The Young Man’s Friend and Guide through life, in 1851:
The Young Man from Home, in 1839.

There is necessar ily a sameness, and occasionally almost an  
identity in passages of the two last-mentioned works, but the  
Editor did not feel himself at liberty to omit the latter of them,  
and purchasers are not injured, as this volume contains more  
pages than any former one.

The Young Man f rom Home  i s  included in this  edi t ion,  
through the kindness of the Tract Society, who are possessed  
of the copyright.

The Editor has to express his regret that he forgot to correct  
the statement at p. 27, as to the first Sir Robert Peel, and it  
would be inexcusable in him to let it pass unnoticed after  
Sir Lawrence Peel’s Sketch of the Life and Character  o f  the  
Second Baronet, which the Editor cannot mention without  
wishing we had wore such books.
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PREFACE

I inscribe  th i s  vo lume to  ever y  young man,  who,  by  
the prompting of his  own mind, or by the per suasion  

of  other s ,  sha l l  be induced to peruse i t .  To every such  
youth, I say, with all ser iousness and earnestness, ponder  
we l l  i t s  t i t l e  T h e  Yo u n g  M a n ’s  F r i e n d  a n d  G u i d e  
t h r o u g h  L i f e  t o  Immo r t a l i t y .  Do  you  de s i re  a  f r i end ?  
I offer myself: and I believe you will f ind me to be such  
in these pages.  Do you need a guide through l i fe,  with  
a l l  i t s  d u t i e s ,  t e m p t a t i o n s ,  a n d  p e r p l e x i t i e s ?  I  a m  
w i l l i n g  t o  p e r f o r m  th i s  s e r v i c e  f o r  you :  and  I  d a re  
p l edge  the  t r u th  power  and  love  o f  God ,  tha t  i f ,  by  
his  g race,  sought by f a i th in Chr is t  and fervent prayer,  
you fol low the direct ions here la id down, you wil l  r i se  
to respectabi l i ty  use fu lnes s  and comfor t  in th i s  wor ld ,  
and everlasting happiness in the next.

E t e r n a l  a n d  A l m i g h t y  G o d !  t h o u  s o u r c e  o f  l i g h t  
love and pur i ty,  who didst  send thy seraph with a coal  
f rom o f f  th ine  a l t a r  to  pur i f y  thy  p rophe t ’s  l i p s ;  and  
d id s t  cau se  th ine  Holy  Sp i r i t  to  de scend ,  l ike  c loven 
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tongues of f lame, upon the heads of thine apost les ;  and  
who ar t st i l l  wil l ing to g rant wisdom to al l  who seek it  
through the  media t ion of  our  Lord Je sus  Chr i s t ;  send  
d ow n  t hy  b l e s s i n g  u p o n  t h e  yo u t h  o f  o u r  a g e  a n d  
n a t i o n ;  a n d  g r a n t ,  i n  t hy  g r e a t  m e r c y,  t h a t  m a ny  
of them may by this volume be guided in safety through  
the  dange r s  o f  th i s  s in fu l  wor ld ,  and  l ed ,  by  pa t i en t  
cont inuance  in  we l l -do ing ,  to  g lo r y  honour  and  im- 
mortality in the world to come. Amen.
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CHAPTER 1

PREPARATION FOR LIFE

Proverbs 4:25,26

Let th ine eyes  look r ight  on, and le t  th ine eye- l ids  look  
s t ra i gh t  b e f o r e  t h e e.  Ponde r  t h e  pa th  o f  t hy  f e e t ,  and  
let all thy ways be established. Proverbs 4:25–26.

I think  you  c anno t  be  i gnor an t ,  Young  Men ,  tha t  I  
have felt a great solicitude for your moral and spir itual  

we l f a re,  and  have  t aken  some  pa in s  to  p romote  i t .  I  
say,  your moral  and spir i tual  welf are;  for in an age l ike  
the present ,  when educat ion i s  so much improved, and  
so widely extended, when the discover ies of science and  
the  invent ions  o f  a r t  have been so  rap id ly  mul t ip l ied ,  
and  the  means  o f  knowing  them have  been p l aced  to  
such an extent within the reach of the multi tude, there  
i s  danger  le s t  that  which i s  mora l  and sp i r i tua l  should  
b e  n e g l e c t e d  am id s t  t h e  a t t e n t i on  t o  t h a t  wh i ch  i s  
mere ly  in te l l ec tua l ;  l e s t  t a lent s  should  be  apprec ia ted  
more highly than vir tues ,  and secular,  be more eager ly  
s o u g h t  t h a n  r e l i g i o u s ,  k n ow l e d g e .  Ye t  i t  mu s t  b e  
obvious to you upon reflection, that happiness, even for  
th i s  wor ld ,  to  say  noth ing of  the  next ,  depends  much  
more upon the state of the hear t and the practice of the  
l i fe,  than upon the cu l ture  o f  the  under s tanding.  Not  
tha t  the se  a re  an tagoni s t i c  to  one  another.  None but  
inf ide l s ,  or  weak-minded Chr i s t ians ,  wi l l  ever  a t tempt 
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to  se t  p ie ty  and sc ience a t  var i ance.  They are  ne i ther  
enemies nor al iens, but fr iends, and reciprocal ly helpful  
to  each other.  Under  the  in f luence  o f  th i s  anx ie ty  to  
promote your moral and spir i tual well-being, I have, in  
t he  cou r s e  o f  my  min i s t r y,  add re s s ed  to  you  s eve r a l  
c ou r s e s  o f  p l a i n  a nd  p r a c t i c a l  d i s c ou r s e s ;  a nd  h ave  
also published a treatise to those of your class who have  
l e f t  t h e  p a ren t a l  roo f  t o  emba rk  on  t he  s t o r my  and  
dangerous  ocean o f  human l i f e.  I  have  been rewarded  
for  th i s  ‘ l abour  o f  love ’ ,  by  the  a t tent ion wi th  which  
my ef for ts  have been received, and the benef i t  which I  
be l i eve  they  have  impa r t ed ,  and  am thu s  induced  to  
continue them, and now invite your ser ious and medi- 
tative attention to the following course of subjects.

I. Preparation for life.
II. Entrance upon life.
III. Indecision as to religion.
IV. Amiability without religion.
V. Per p lex i ty  occas ioned by Rel ig ions  contro- 

versies.
VI. The character of Joseph.
VII. The study of the book of Proverbs.
VIII. Failure or success in business.
IX. Emigration.
X. Disappointment or fulf i lment of the hopes of  

parents.
XI. The importance of the present. age.
XII. Death in youth or the review of life in old age.

You wi l l  perce ive  a t  once  tha t  these  sub jec t s  a re  a l l  
of  an entirely pract ical  character.  Speculat ion and con- 
t rover sy  a re,  wi th  one except ion ,  both  exc luded:  and  
even doctr ina l  matter  i s  but  spar ingly introduced,  Not 
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tha t  the s e  th ing s  a re  un impor t an t  o r  unnece s s a r y  in  
the i r  p roper  p l ace,  bu t  they  do  no t  come wi th in  my  
de s i gn .  I  am a  p r a c t i c a l  man ,  and  am mos t  a t  home  
o n  p r a c t i c a l  s u b j e c t s :  a n d  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  t h a t  I  
be l i eve  tha t  ho l ine s s  i s  founded upon t r u th ,  and tha t  
Chr istian duties are drawn from Chr istian doctr ines, and  
are  to be enforced by them, I  am s t i l l  o f  opinion that  
wha t  i s  p r a c t i c a l  w i l l  b e  more  f o r  you r  ed i f i c a t i on ,  
than what  i s  theoret ica l  or  controver s ia l .  Specula t ion,  
novelty,  dry cr i t ic i sm, or thorny controver sy,  wi l l  have  
a  l e s s  benef ic i a l  in f luence upon your  fu ture  charac ter  
and happiness, than the subjects contained in this course.

My f i r s t  chapter  i s  on prepara t ion for  l i fe.  We of ten  
speak of  prepara t ion for  dea th ;  and most  momentous ,  
mo s t  nece s s a r y  t h a t  i s ,  bu t  we  too  much  neg l e c t  t o  
speak of preparat ion for l i fe.  And yet how f i t  i s  such a  
subject for our discourses, and your ser ious consideration.

The  pa s s age  o f  Sc r ip ture  p l aced  a t  the  head  o f  th i s  
chapter  i s  much in point .  I t  i s  se lected f rom a por t ion  
of  Scr ipture which i s  of  inca lculable  va lue,  and which  
proves that  the Bible i s  a  book, not only to make men  
wise  unto sa lvat ion,  through f a i th in Jesus  Chr i s t ,  but  
to  s e r ve  a s  a  gu ide  to  them in  the i r  pa s s age  th rough  
this l i fe, and in reference to their temporal condition: a  
book to  for m not  only  the  sa in t  and the  devout  man,  
but  the t radesman, the parent ,  and the member of  do- 
mestic and social life in general.

In the passage quoted above, you will at once perceive  
that  a  habi t  of  cons iderat ion and forethought i s  incul- 
ca ted.  We must  not  only  cons ider  the pas t  by looking  
back,  or  the present  by looking round,  but  the future  
by looking on.  Al l  these  are  impor tant ;  we must  look  
back to consider what we have done that we should not 
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have done; what we have not done that we should have  
done; and what we have done well ,  that we might have  
d o n e  b e t t e r ;  t h a t  t h u s  f ro m  t h e  p a s t  we  m ay  d r aw  
l e s s o n s  f o r  t h e  f u t u re .  I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  i n  yo u r  c a s e  
s o  sho r t  a  s p ace  o f  l i f e  h a s  ye t  e l ap s ed ,  a s  t o  a f f o rd  
compara t ive ly  f ew mate r i a l s  fo r  re f l ec t ion ,  and  l i t t l e  
a i d  f o r  yo u r  f u t u r e  g u i d a n c e .  B u t  eve n  yo u t h  h a s  
something to look back upon, and the practice of retro- 
s p e c t i on  c anno t  b e  a dop t ed  t oo  e a r l y.  I t  i s  we l l  t o  
beg in l i fe with the formation of a habit of sel f-scrutiny  
and self-accountability.

We  mu s t  a l s o  c o n s i d e r  we l l  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  b e c a u s e  
there  i s  a lways  some duty  now to  be  done,  the  doing  
of which is our immediate business, which no reflection  
on the  pa s t  and no ant ic ipa t ion o f  the  fu ture,  shou ld  
l e a d  u s  t o  n eg l e c t .  S t i l l ,  howeve r,  we  mu s t  l e t  ou r  
‘eyes look r ight on, and our eyelids look straight before  
u s .’ We have  not  on ly  memor y,  but  a  cer t a in  measure  
o f  p re sc ience.  True,  we cannot  look in to  fu tur i ty,  so  
a s  to ascer ta in par t icular  events ,  but  we can ant ic ipate  
general  condit ions;  and i t  i s  a  mark of a wel l-governed  
m ind  to  an t i c i p a t e  t he  f u tu re  a s  f a r  a s  po s s i b l e .  We  
should consider what in a l l  probabi l i ty i s  to happen to  
us ,  and prepare  for  i t .  Young people  a re  not  unapt  to  
look forward, but rather in a sentimental  and romantic,  
than in  a  prac t ica l ,  manner,  and a s  an  exerc i se  o f  the  
imag ination rather than of the judgement.  Be thought- 
fu l ,  then,  and le t  your  thought fu lnes s  have  re spect  to  
t h e  f u t u r e .  L e t  yo u r  eye l i d s  l o o k  s t r a i g h t  o n ;  a n d  
ponder the ways of your feet.

There  i s  a  wor ld  of  prac t ica l  wi sdom in some s ing le  
te r ms :  among them i s  tha t  momentous  te r m,  prepare.  
How many evils, in some cases, would have been avoided, 
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had  men prepa red  to  meet  them!  How many bene f i t s  
would have been secured,  had men prepared to appro- 
p r i a t e  t hem!  How much  th a t  t hey  h ave  done  wou ld  
have  been be t te r  done,  i f  they  had prepared  to  do i t .  
How often,  a l ready,  have you had reg ret fu l ly  to say,  ‘ I  
w i s h  I  h a d  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h i s ! ’ We l l  t h e n ,  l e t  t h i s  
impre s s  you ,  and  gu ide  you  fo r  the  fu tu re.  Le t  your  
own l imited exper ience in the l i t t le  things which have  
ye t  h appened ,  b e  a  wa r n ing  t o  p rep a re  you  f o r  t h e  
g reater  ones which wil l  happen. I  know very wel l  that  
the opposi te evi l  of  a lways prepar ing and never act ing,  
wh i ch  i s  t h e  c a s e  w i th  s ome,  i s  a l s o  t o  be  avo ided .  
There are many who are ever get t ing ready to act ,  but  
when the moment for  act ing ar r ives ,  are so i r resolute,  
so t imid,  so procras t inat ing,  that  they le t  the t ime for  
act ing go by.  But thi s  i s  by much the rarer  case of  the  
two.  Thi s  chapter,  then,  meet s  you about  to  enter  on  
life, and it g ives out to you the momentous note of pre- 
paration.

P repa r a t ion  i s  o f t en  ha l f  t he  do ing ;  and  the  e a s i e r  
p a r t  t o o.  P r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  l i f e !  H ow  i m p re s s i ve  a n  
idea !  Not  for  one par t icu lar  ac t ,  or  scene,  or  engage- 
men t ,  bu t  f o r  t h e  who l e  o f  f u t u re  e x i s t e n c e .  L i f e !  
How much  i s  inc luded  in  tha t  we igh ty  t e r m.  A  love  
of  l i fe  i s  an inst inct  of  our nature,  wise ly implanted in  
us  for  impor tant  pur poses  by the Great  Author of  our  
exis tence.  I t  was the language of truth,  though uttered  
by the f ather of l ies ,  ‘Skin for skin, yea,  a l l  that a man  
ha th ,  w i l l  he  g ive  fo r  h i s  l i f e.’ Su re l y,  then ,  i f  i t  be  
incumbent  upon u s  to  p repa re  fo r  ever y th ing  e l s e,  i t  
must be of incalculable moment to prepare for life, since  
it is the most valuable thing we can covet or possess.

B u t  i t  w i l l  b e  a s ke d ,  p e r h a p s ,  w h a t  i s  m e a n t  by 
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p repa r ing  fo r  l i f e ?  I  i n t end  then  by  i t ,  p repa r ing  to  
act well our par t upon ear th, so as to secure to ourselves  
the g reatest  measure of happiness and usefulness in this  
wor l d ,  and  e t e r na l  h app ine s s  i n  the  wor ld  to  come :  
prepar ing to l ive success fu l ly,  re l ig ious ly,  useful ly,  and  
happily, so as to secure to ourselves the promise of God  
t o  Ab r ah am ,  ‘ I  w i l l  b l e s s  t h e e,  and  t hou  s h a l t  b e  a  
blessing.’

The injunct ion to prepare for  l i fe  impl ies  that  what- 
ever const i tutes  the fe l ic i ty and usefulness  of  l i fe  must  
be  mat te r  o f  cho ice,  pur su i t ,  and  l abour ;  tha t  i t  wi l l  
no t  come spontaneous ly.  Thi s  i s  ve r y  t r ue.  The  con- 
t inuance  o f  even  ex i s t ence  i t s e l f ,  i s  no t  independent  
of  man’s  own vol i t ion,  act ion,  and preparat ion.  We do  
not l ive in spite of our selves,  or without our selves,  the  
vital spark at f ir st communicated to us without our own  
act ing, i s  s t i l l  fed and sustained by our own action. We  
take food and medicine, and wear clothes,  and dwell  in  
habi ta t ions ,  to  preser ve l i fe ;  and we must  mani fe s t  no  
less solicitude, and put for th no less effor t, to secure the  
b l e s s i n g s  o f  l i f e .  I t  d epend s  ve r y  much  upon  eve r y  
man’s own choice and labour, how life turns out.

To spend  l i f e  in  happ ine s s  and  u se fu lne s s ,  we  mus t  
p repa re  i n  the  e a r l y  s t a ge s  o f  i t ,  f o r  wha t  i s  f u tu re.  
There is no truth in the Platonic notion of the pre-exist- 
e n c e  o f  h u m a n  s o u l s .  We  c a n n o t  i n  a n o t h e r  a n d  
antecedent state anticipate our existence on earth, and go  
th rough a  t r a in ing  in  some prev ious  wor ld ,  and  thus  
l e a r n  how to  a c t  ou r  p a r t  h e re.  Such  an  advan t age,  
i f  indeed  i t  would  be  an  advantage,  i s  den ied  u s .  We  
must come into l i fe and learn as we go on. We must by  
thought fu lne s s ,  obse r va t ion ,  and exper ience,  p ick  up  
knowledge by the way.  This  wonder fu l ly  increases  the 
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per i l  of our situation, and the necessity for our cultiva- 
t ing and exercis ing a ref lect ive and cautious habit .  St i l l  
though we cannot in a previous state of existence antici- 
pate our dwel l ing and conduct  upon ear th,  we may be  
trained for the subsequent stages of our being by the con- 
duct we pur sue in the earl ier ones. We cannot f ir st  l ive  
to know how to live, but we can be educated for the future  
in  the  f i r s t  pa r t  o f  l i f e.  Boyhood and  youth  a re  l i f e,  
physica l ly considered, as  wel l  as  manhood and old age;  
but intel lectual ly, moral ly, and social ly considered, they  
a re  r a the r  in t roduc tor y  to  l i f e,  than  l i f e  i t s e l f .  I  am,  
there fore,  in  th i s  v iew of  the  subject ,  to  cons ider  the  
processes preparatory for future life.

I .  F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  i s  Educa t i on .  I  am awa re  t h a t  mo s t  
o f  t ho s e  who  w i l l  r e a d  t h i s  wo rk ,  w i l l  h ave  p a s s e d  
through their  school-days  a l ready.  Yet  thi s  wi l l  not  be  
the case with al l ,  and the subject i s  so impor tant that I  
mus t  s ay  a  few th ings  upon i t .  Educat ion inc ludes  on  
the  pa r t  o f  those  by  whom i t  i s  conduc ted ,  not  on ly  
ins t ruct ion,  but  the r ight  appl ica t ion of  knowledge to  
p r a c t i c a l  p u r p o s e s ;  i n  o t h e r  wo rd s ,  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  
o f  c h a r a c t e r .  T h i s  i s  b e a u t i f u l l y  e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h e  
P rove r b ,  ‘ Tr a i n  u p  a  c h i l d  i n  t h e  way  h e  s h o u l d  
g o .’ N o t  m e r e l y  i n  w h a t  h e  s h o u l d  k n ow,  b u t  i n  
the way he should go. And this  should ever be remem- 
be red  by  the  pup i l  a s  we l l  a s  t he  t e a che r.  H i s  m ind  
i s ,  o f  cou r s e ,  t o  b e  s t o red  w i th  know ledge,  bu t  h i s  
judgement ,  hea r t ,  wi l l ,  and  consc ience,  mus t  a l so  be  
t ra ined to act  r ight ly.  The ter m of school  educat ion i s  
of immense consequence to future l i fe,  and should, and  
does, lead all considerate parents most anxiously to look  
out  for  su i table  per sons  to entrus t  wi th the educat ion  
of  their  chi ldren,  when they are no longer able  them-
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selves to educate them at home. But however judicious  
the  s e l ec t ion  o f  a  t e ache r  may  be,  a l l  young  pe r son s  
should recollect that every one must, to a cer tain extent,  
be  se l f -educa ted ,  and tha t  i t  remains  wi th  themse lve s  
to  de te r mine  whether  the  pa in s  be s towed upon them  
sha l l  be  succes s fu l  or  f r u i t l e s s .  I t  i s  not  in  the  power  
of man or woman, or of al l  men and women combined,  
to educate a young person, if he will not be educated, or  
i f  h e  d o e s  n o t  d e t e r m i n e  t o  b e  we l l  t r a i n e d .  T h e  
intel lect i s  not a cup or a bott le into which knowledge  
can be poured, whether the mind wil l  receive it or not;  
nor  i s  the  hear t  a  p iece  o f  pa s s ive  c l ay  which may be  
shaped a t  wi l l  by  the  teacher,  i r re spect ive  o f  the  wi l l  
of the pupil .  No. It depends on yourselves whether you  
wil l  be educated. And al l  your future l i fe,  for t ime and  
e te r n i ty,  depends  upon your  educa t ion .  ‘The ch i ld  i s  
f a t h e r  o f  t h e  man ’ ,  a nd  educ a t i on  f o r ms  t h e  ch i l d .  
What you are when you leave school ,  that  you may be  
expec t ed  t o  be  t h rough  a l l  f u tu re  ex i s t ence.  Wou ld  
that I could impress this upon al l  young per sons: would  
that  I  could lead them, espec ia l ly  the o lder  pupi l s ,  to  
l o o k  f o r wa rd  a n d  t o  r e f l e c t  t h a t  t h ey  h ave  t o  p a s s  
th rough l i f e,  and  tha t  they  a re  ju s t  en te r ing  upon i t ;  
and to cons ider  with what  measure of  knowledge,  and  
with what for m of character,  they wish to f i l l  up their  
place in the great community.

I I .  Se l f -educa t ion  mus t  not  s top,  but  be  cons idered  
a s  having only jus t  begun when you leave school .  You  
must  s t i l l  car r y  on your  improvement  by a  th i r s t  a f ter  
knowledge,  a  s t ud iou s  h ab i t ,  and  a  l ove  o f  re ad ing ,  
t h i nk ing ,  and  ob s e r v ing .  Book s  mu s t  b e  you r  com- 
panions, and if  they are good and useful ones, they wil l  
be  your  mos t  p ro f i t ab le  a s soc i a te s .  In  th i s  wonder fu l 
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age, when knowledge is so rapidly and extensively wide- 
ning i t s  boundar ies ;  when science and the ar ts  are ever  
astonishing us with new discover ies, inventions, tr iumphs  
and wonder s ;  when they are  incor pora t ing themse lves  
w i t h  a l l  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  bu s i n e s s  o f  l i f e ;  w h e n  t o  b e  
ignorant  i s  not  only di sg raceful  to a  man’s  inte l lectua l  
r e pu t a t i on ,  bu t  i n j u r i ou s  t o  h i s  t empo r a l  i n t e re s t s ;  
when to have any weight  in society he must  know ten  
t imes as  much as his  g randf ather knew before him; and  
when such facilities are afforded for mental improvement;  
no young man can be cons idered as  prepar ing wel l  for  
l i f e  who neg lec t s  the  cu l t iva t ion of  h i s  in te l lec t .  I t  i s  
a love of knowledge, young men, not a love of pleasure,  
t h a t  w i l l  p rep a re  you  t o  a c t  we l l  you r  p a r t  i n  l i f e .  
Understand and remember this.

I I I .  The acqui s i t ion of  a  knowledge of  some secu lar  
ca l l ing i s  another  most  impor tant  par t  o f  the prepara- 
to r y  p roce s s e s  o f  l i f e .  Mos t  o f  you  a re  i n t ended  fo r  
bu s i n e s s ,  e i t h e r  i n  t h e  way  o f  m a nu f a c t u re ,  t r a d e ,  
o r  on e  o f  t h e  p ro f e s s i on s ,  a nd  a re  a l r e a dy  f o r  t h a t  
purpose apprenticed or ar t ic led, to some one who is  to  
t e ach  you  your  bu s ine s s ;  to  some  one  who ough t  to  
feel himself bound by every pr inciple of honour, justice,  
and rel ig ion, to instruct you in a l l  you are sent to him  
to lear n.  And i f  the chi ld be the f a ther of  the man, so  
it  is  equally true that the apprentice is the f ather of the  
t r ade sman .  Wha t  you  a re  a s  to  indus t r y,  app l i c a t ion ,  
and  ab i l i t y,  now in  your  t e r m o f  s e r v i ce  and  s ecu l a r  
educa t ion ,  th a t  you  wi l l  be  in  a l l  p robab i l i t y  a s  t he  
fu tu re  t r ade sman .  Subord ina t ion  i s  e s s en t i a l l y  nece s - 
s a r y.  We lea r n  to  command by  f i r s t  l ea r n ing  to  obey.  
I t  i s  o f  immen s e  c on s e quen c e  t o  r eme mbe r  t h i s :  a  
refractory, turbulent, disobedient apprentice or servant, 
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wi l l  most  probably  make a  capr ic ious ,  tyrannica l ,  and  
i l l - j udg ing  ma s t e r.  The  app ren t i c e  whom h i s  ma s t e r  
cannot  gover n,  wi l l  be  the mas ter  who cannot  gover n  
h i s  apprent ice.  Thi s  i s  not  s imply  one of  the  re t r ibu- 
tions of Providence, but one of the natural results of the  
cour se of things. The g reat pr inciple which gave to the  
Jesuit s  such prodig ious power in past  ages ,  was unhesi- 
tating and unlimited obedience to their Super ior. Heroes  
have usually been trained in the school of obedience and  
d i sc ip l ine.  So our  most  thr iv ing t radesmen,  e spec ia l ly  
the men that  have r i sen to a  h igh s i tuat ion,  have f i r s t  
s e r ve d  we l l  i n  a  l ow  o n e .  B u t  w h e n  I  r e c o m m e n d  
submis s ion and obedience,  I  mean tha t  which spr ings  
f rom pr inc ip le,  and  not  mere ly  f rom compul s ion  and  
fear.  In thi s ,  a s  wel l  a s  in every thing e l se,  you should  
do that  which i s  r ight  to be done,  because i t  i s  r ight .  
Ca l l  in  your  judgement ,  your  consc ience,  your  s en se  
of  propr iety.  I t  i s  jus t  and good to obey the author i ty  
o f  a  mas te r.  The  pr inc ip le  o f  f ea r,  the  mere  sen se  o f  
compuls ion, wil l  t ra in you badly.  The s laves of tyrants ,  
who obey only  f rom dread of  puni shment ,  upon the i r  
emancipation make the g reatest tyrants. A character cast  
in  the mould of  fear  must  be a  mis- shapen one.  As  to  
capabi l i ty  of  appl icat ion,  di spatch,  sagaci ty,  quickness ,  
per severance, in the s i tuation of a master,  you must get  
a l l  these while lear ning your business  as  an apprentice.  
I f  not learned then, you never wil l  be. An idle appren- 
t i c e  w i l l  make  an  i d l e  t r a de sman ;  a  p l e a su re - l ov ing  
you th  a  p l e a su re - l ov ing  man .  On  the  o the r  h and ,  a  
quick, sharp, clever boy, will make a quick, sharp, clever  
man .  Te l l  me  wha t  the  app ren t i c e  i s ,  and  I  w i l l  t e l l  
you what the tradesman will be. Be dil igent, be submis- 
s ive,  be  hone s t ,  be  a t t en t ive  to  bus ine s s .  De te r mine, 
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by  God ’s  b l e s s ing ,  to  exce l .  A im to  be  eminen t .  Do  
not be contented with dul l  mediocr i ty.  Have ambit ion  
to  s t and  we l l  and  to  r i s e  h igh .  A c lever,  indus t r ious ,  
succes s fu l ,  re l ig ious  t r adesman,  i s  an  or nament  to  h i s  
town and h i s  count r y.  Future  l i f e  i s  be fore  you,  p re- 
pare for it thus.

IV. But the chief  preparat ion for  l i fe,  without which  
no reliance can be placed on any other preparation, is the  
fo r mat ion o f  a  mora l  and re l ig ions  charac te r.  Hav ing  
a l re ady  rem inded  you  how much  t h e  h app ine s s  a nd  
usefulness  of  l i fe  depend, even in this  world,  upon the  
formation of character general ly viewed, I now refer to  
re l i g i ou s  cha r a c t e r.  Genu ine  re l i g ion ,  t he  p a ren t  o f  
sound morality (and no relig ion is genuine that does not  
produce moral i ty)  i s  the surest  guide to success  in thi s  
wo r l d ;  o t h e r  t h i ng s  b e i ng  equ a l ,  h e  w i l l  b e  a lmo s t  
cer tain to be the most successful tradesman, who is  the  
mos t  cons i s tent  Chr i s t i an .  And a s  re l ig ion i s  the  bes t  
guide to happiness  in thi s  wor ld,  i t  i s  the only way to  
happiness in the world to come. It  has been a thousand  
t ime s  to ld  you ,  on  the  au thor i t y  o f  Ho ly  Wr i t ,  tha t  
‘Godl ines s  i s  prof i table  for  a l l  th ings ,  having the pro- 
m i s e  o f  t h e  l i f e  t h a t  now i s ,’ ma rk  t h a t ,  ‘ a s  we l l  a s  
o f  t h a t  wh i ch  i s  t o  c ome.’ Who  w i l l  c on t r a d i c t  i t ?  
Relig ion wil l  preserve you from al l  the habits that tend  
to pover ty and misery and aid the formation of a l l  that  
tend to  wea l th  and happines s .  Have you ever  s tudied ,  
for  I  would not  so re f lect  upon you as  to suppose you  
have never read, Solomon’s exquisi te al legory, in which  
he so beauti ful ly descr ibes the nature and consequence  
o f  t r u e  r e l i g i o n ?  ‘ H a p py  i s  t h e  m a n  t h a t  f i n d e t h  
wi sdom, and the  man tha t  ge t te th  under s tanding.  For  
the  merchand i se  o f  i t  i s  be t t e r  than  the  merchand i se 
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o f  s i l ve r,  and  the  ga in  the reo f  than  f ine  go ld .  She  i s  
mo re  p re c i ou s  t h an  r ub i e s ;  a nd  a l l  t h e  t h i ng s  t hou  
cans t  des i re  a re  not  to  be  compared unto her.  Length  
o f  d ay s  i s  i n  h e r  r i g h t  h and ;  a nd  i n  h e r  l e f t  h and ,  
r iches  and honour.  Her ways  are  ways  of  p leasantnes s ,  
a nd  a l l  h e r  p a th s  a re  p e a c e.  She  i s  a  t re e  o f  l i f e  t o  
them tha t  l ay  ho ld  upon her ;  and happy i s  ever y  one  
th a t  re t a ine th  he r.’ Now the  w i sdom he re  so  exqu i - 
s i te ly  descr ibed,  and so forc ibly recommended,  i s  t r ue  
re l ig ion.  Who wi l l  r i se  up to say  tha t  re l ig ion ru ined  
them? And how many mi l l ions  could r i se  up,  some on  
ear th,  and some from hel l ,  to say they were ruined for  
want of it?

I f  the  for mat ion o f  charac te r  i s  one  o f  the  prepara- 
tor y  proces se s  o f  l i f e,  then you should  not  have  your  
character to establish, your pr inciples of action to choose,  
when you want  them to use.  Your r u le  should be l a id  
down,  your  s t anda rd  ad ju s t ed ,  your  pur pose  fo r med ,  
when  you  beg in  to  ac t .  You a re  abou t  to  s e t  s a i l  on  
the per ilous ocean of l ife, not as a passenger merely, but  
a s  both capta in and owner of  a  ves se l ;  and should you  
not have learned navigation, and have prepared a char t,  
and  a  compa s s ,  and  a  s ex t an t ,  and  acqu i red  p r ac t i c a l  
s k i l l  t o  u s e  t hem?  The re  a re  rock s  and  shoa l s  t o  be  
avoided, and s tor ms and contrar y winds to be encoun- 
tered, at your going out of por t. Without f ixed relig ious  
pr inciples ,  and establ i shed moral character,  you may be  
wrecked be fore  c lea r ing  the  harbour.  I t  i s  o f  in f in i te  
consequence that you should possess  the fear of God, a  
hatred of  s in,  and dread of  judgement to come, before  
you  emba rk .  Remembe r,  t he re fo re,  you r  Cre a to r  i n  
t h e  d ay s  o f  you r  you th .  S e t  t h e  Lo rd  a lway s  b e fo re  
you. Be rooted and g rounded in the love of Chr is t .  Be 
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a  young  d i s c i p l e,  and  then  you  a re  re ady  fo r  eve r y - 
thing.  Rel ig ion wi l l  be your guide in per plexi ty,  your  
s h i e l d  i n  d ange r ;  you r  compan ion  i n  s o l i t ude ;  you r  
comfor t  in  so r row;  your  de fence  aga in s t  t empta t ion :  
and (if it be genuine, earnest, and consistent) it will not  
fail to make you holy, happy, and useful.

V.  The re  i s  a no the r  t h i ng  I  wou l d  mo s t  e a r n e s t l y  
enforce upon you as a preparation for l i fe, and that is ,  a  
deep sense of the impor tance of habit, and the necessity  
of forming good habits  while young. Among the words  
o f  our  vocabula r y  which you should  se lec t ,  a s  hav ing  
g reater impor tance than other s ,  and as  deserving to be  
more intent ly pondered upon, i s  habi t .  Dwel l  upon i t ;  
i t  i s  a  golden ter m of  inca lculable  va lue.  I t  means  the  
f aci l i ty of  doing a thing wel l ,  acquired by having done  
i t  f requent ly,  together with a  cer ta in impulse or  inc l i- 
na t ion  to  do i t .  I t  d i f f e r s  f rom in s t inc t ,  not  so  much  
i n  e xe rc i s e  a s  i n  o r i g i n ;  h a b i t  b e i n g  a c qu i re d ,  a nd  
i n s t i n c t  n a tu r a l .  I  s h a l l  no t  t roub l e  you  w i th  a  d i s - 
cussion upon the philosophical theory of habit, but only  
a d ve r t  t o  i t s  i m p o r t a n c e .  C o n s i d e r ,  t h e n ,  o f  w h a t  
moment i t  i s  to do by habi t  what  i s  r ight ,  and thus to  
have ever ything which i s  good and proper  to be done  
made  ea sy ;  not  to  have  d i s inc l ina t ion ,  d i f f i cu l ty,  and  
awkwardness to encounter every time a r ight thing is to  
b e  done,  bu t  t o  go  t o  i t  w i th  t he  impu l s e  and  c a s e  
of habit ;  to be good, not only from pr inciple, but from  
h ab i t .  On  t he  o the r  h and ,  how d re ad fu l  i s  i t  t o  b e  
car r ied forward in the way of evi l ,  by the double force  
of incl inat ion and habit .  Now chi ldhood and youth are  
t h e  t i m e  f o r  f o r m i n g  h a b i t s .  We  s e e  t h i s  i n  t h e  
mech an i c a l  a r t s ,  a nd  i t  i s  s o  i n  a l l  t h e  men t a l  a nd  
mora l  proces se s .  Indus t r y  and se l f  denia l ,  fore thought 
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and caution, relig ion and vir tue, will all be comparatively  
e a sy  to  the  man who ha s  acqu i red  the  hab i t  in  ea r l y  
l i fe.  Through God’s  g race,  the most  di f f icul t  duty,  the  
most rare virtue may thus become easy.

And now le t  me en force  th i s  p repara t ion  for  fu ture  
l i f e  upon you.  Recol lec t  what  i t  i s  I  am urg ing upon  
yo u .  Po n d e r  i t  we l l .  We i g h  i t  i n  t h e  b a l a n c e  o f  
r e a s on .  I t  i s  p rep a r a t i on  f o r  l i f e .  Wha t  a  s en t en c e !  
How pregnant  with meaning!  Suppose you were going  
upon  a  voyage  to  a  s t r ange  l and ,  neve r  to  re tu r n  to  
you r  own  coun t r y.  Wou ld  you  no t  p repa re  bo th  f o r  
the safety and comfor t of the voyage, and also for your  
we l l -be ing  in  the  coun t r y  whe re  you  were  go ing  to  
dwel l  for  the  remainder  o f  your  ex i s tence ;  and would  
not  ever ybody be  a s tounded a t  you,  i f  you were  busy  
about a var iety of things,  and yet gave no care at a l l  to  
t h e  wo r k  o f  p re p a r a t i o n  f o r  yo u r  voya g e  a n d  yo u r  
fore ign re s idence?  And what  i s  your  l i f e  but  a  voyage  
to eter nity,  a s tate requir ing preparat ion both for i t se l f  
and  wha t  l i e s  beyond  i t ?  Now i f  i n  the  f o r mer  c a s e  
you would be  anxious  to  ge t  a  s a fe  ves se l ;  to  se lec t  a  
sk i l fu l  and ag reeable  capta in ;  to  choose a  comfor table  
be r th ;  t o  s a i l  w i th  p l e a s an t  compan ion s ;  t o  l ay  i n  a  
g ood  s t o ck  o f  n e c e s s a r y  a r t i c l e s ;  a nd  i f  you  wou l d  
commence the preparat ion in due t ime,  that  when the  
hour of embarkation ar r ives you might have nothing to  
do but to go on board,  how much more necessar y i s  i t  
that  now in youth,  you should be di l igent ly  prepar ing  
by and by to embark on the ocean of  human l i fe.  And  
i f  in the case I  have supposed, you would be st i l l  more  
anxious about the foreign land in which you were going  
to  dwe l l  th an  even  abou t  the  comfor t  o f  the  voyage  
i t se l f ,  how much more impor tant  i s  i t  that  you should 
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be more care fu l  about  tha t  e ter n i ty  to  which th i s  l i f e  
leads, than the comfort of life itself?

Not  on ly  doe s  l i f e  requ i re  p repa r a t ion ,  l i ke  eve r y- 
t h i ng  e l s e ,  bu t  mo re  t h an  eve r y t h i ng  e l s e .  I f  eve r y  
s i tua t ion in  l i fe  demands  previous  cons idera t ion,  pro- 
v i s i on ,  a nd  t r a i n i ng ,  i f  eve r y  n ew  s c ene  o r  pu r s u i t  
demands an adaptat ion, a meetness ,  a bracing up of the  
mind to it ,  how much more the whole of l i fe. Who can  
do well any thing that is novel, diff icult, and important,  
w i thou t  f o re though t ,  p l an ,  and  pu r po s e ?  Who  then  
should think of enter ing upon l i fe without preparation,  
and stepping upon the stage of existence without learn- 
i n g  t o  a c t  we l l  a  p a r t  i n  t h e  g r e a t  d r a m a ?  A  l i f e  
a l together  unprepared for,  must  be  a  l i fe  o f  per petua l  
m i s t a ke s ,  f a u l t s ,  a n d  m i s e r i e s .  A  m a n  c a n n o t  l i ve  
happi ly,  r ighteously,  useful ly,  or success ful ly,  who does  
not prepare to do so: that i s ,  he cannot at a l l  expect to  
do so, and ordinarily he does not do so.

Yo u  a r e  t o  r e c o l l e c t ,  yo u n g  m e n ,  t h a t  w h i l e  t h e  
b r u te  c rea t ion  a re  p repa red  by  in s t inc t  fo r  the i r  l i f e,  
and  wi thou t  any  p rev iou s  educa t ion  pe r fo r m a l l  t he  
funct ions  which are  neces sar y  to the i r  wel l-be ing and  
to  answer  the  ends  o f  the i r  c rea t ion,  you can be  pre- 
pared only  by an educat ion in  which you must  t ake  a  
par t .  The bird constructs  her nest ,  the spider her web,  
the bee her cel l ,  and the beaver his  house,  by inst inct ,  
and they do their work as well and as perfectly the f ir st  
t ime  a s  the  t en th .  They  a re  t augh t  in  no  s choo l ,  a re  
a p p re n t i c e d  t o  n o  m a s t e r ;  t h e r e  i s  n o  p r e p a r a t i o n  
n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e i r  l i f e .  H e  t h a t  g ave  i t ,  g ave  a l l  
neces sar y prepara t ion with i t .  But  i t  i s  not  so in your  
case.  Ins t inct  teaches you to eat ,  dr ink,  and s leep,  and  
perform other functions of the animal economy; but in 
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al l  that per tains to ar t ,  science, l i terature, business,  and  
re l ig ion;  in shor t ,  in a l l  that  per ta ins  to you as  socia l ,  
r a t iona l ,  mora l  and immor ta l  c rea ture s ,  you mus t  u se  
your reason, under the guidance, in some things of reve- 
l a t ion ,  and  in  a l l ,  i n  dependence  upon  the  he lp  and  
b l e s s ing  o f  God.  One o f  the  pur pose s  fo r  which  th i s  
r e a s o n  i s  g ive n  yo u ,  a n d  f o r  w h i c h  i t  o u g h t  t o  b e  
e xe rc i s e d ,  i s  t o  p re p a re  f o r  l i f e .  I t  i s  t o  a s s i s t  you  
o f  cour se  in  l i f e,  bu t  i t  i s  a l so  to  p repa re  you fo r  i t .  
You must think, compare,  choose,  weigh evidence, and  
d e t e r m ine.  You  mu s t  p re p a re  t o  l i ve ,  by  t a k i n g  up  
and f ix ing  in  your  mind in  ea r ly  youth ,  cer t a in  g rea t  
p r i n c i p l e s  wh i ch  unque s t i on ab l y  w i l l  no t  g row and  
e s t a b l i s h  t h e m s e l ve s  t h e re  s p o n t a n e o u s l y.  S u c h  f o r  
in s t ance  a s  the se,  Tha t  in  a l l  th ings  and in  a l l  event s  
God  i s  t o  be  obeyed .  Tha t  the re  i s  an  e s s en t i a l  d i s - 
t i n c t i o n  b e t we e n  s i n  a n d  h o l i n e s s ,  i n  a l l  a c t i o n s ,  
thought s ,  de te r mina t ion s ,  and  f ee l ing s ;  and  tha t  s in ,  
whatever temporal advantages or pleasures i t  may yield,  
i s  ab so lu te ly  the  mos t  d read fu l  ev i l ,  and  ought  to  be  
avo ided .  Tha t  noth ing  ought  to  be  done  which  mus t  
be  a f t e rward s  repen ted  o f .  Tha t  judgement  and  con- 
science should a lways prevai l  over incl inat ion. That no  
good is to be expected from anything without effor t and  
labour.  That you should never put of f  to futur i ty what  
c a n  a nd  ough t  t o  b e  done  immed i a t e l y.  Th a t  wha t  
ought not to be done twice,  should not be done once.  
That what should be done at  a l l ,  should be a lways wel l  
done.  And  th a t  t h e  f u tu re  s hou ld  p redomina t e  ove r  
the present .  Now reason d ic ta te s  tha t  a l l  these  should  
be wr i t ten in the soul  a s  the preparat ion for  l i fe.  And  
i t  i s  equal ly  c lear  that  reason dicta tes  g reat  caut ion in  
drawing practical conclusions, and forming determinations 
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a t ion s  f rom mere  impre s s ion s  o f  f ancy  o r  f ee l ing ,  o r  
f rom  s ome  c a s u a l  s i t u a t i on  i n t o  wh i ch  you  may  b e  
thrown. In other  words ,  you must  judge of  pr incip les ,  
whether  theore t ica l  or  prac t ica l ,  good or  bad ,  not  by  
adventit ious matter s,  such as the per sons by whom they  
a re  he ld ,  or  the  f a sc ina t ing  or  repu l s ive  manner  wi th  
which they are set for th, but by themselves,  apar t  from  
all circumstances.

Remember,  tha t  i f  God deter mines  to  cont inue you  
on the ear th for any considerable length of  t ime (as  in  
a l l  re a sonab l e  p robab i l i t y  he  doe s ) ,  l i f e ,  w i th  a l l  i t s  
situations, duties, tr ials, cares, diff iculties, and responsi- 
bi l i t ies ,  wi l l  come, whether you are prepared for them  
or not. You are in l i fe, and must go on in it. Childhood  
and  you th  mus t  o f  nece s s i t y  l e ave  you  in  manhood .  
T h e  t i m e  o f  yo u r  e n t e r i n g  u p o n  a l l  t h e  u n k n ow n  
so l i c i t ude s  o f  man ’s  cond i t i on  on  e a r th  app roache s .  
You mus t  soon leave  schoo l ,  i f  you have  not  a l ready ;  
and come out  o f  your  apprent icesh ip,  i f  you have not  
yet done so. You must soon be as that young tradesman  
who ha s  en te red  upon  the  r ace  o f  compe t i t ion  fo r  a  
l ive l ihood or  wea l th .  You mus t  soon p lunge  in to  the  
vor tex of care and labour which i s  whir l ing him round  
and round on the  rap id  s t ream of  human l i f e,  and i t s  
man i fo ld  bu s ine s s .  A l l  t he  pe r p l ex i t i e s  wh i ch  ha r a s s  
h i s  mind,  mus t  soon hara s s  your s ;  a l l  the  tempta t ions  
which a s sa i l  h i s  in teg r i ty,  mus t  soon a s sa i l  your s ;  and  
p repa red  or  unprepared ,  you mus t  mee t  them.  What !  
enter  into that  conf l ic t  unprepared by forethought ,  by  
knowledge, by pr inciple,  by habit !  Alas !  poor thought- 
less youth, I pity you, and without a prophet’s g ift ,  can  
foretel l  what ter r ible work you wil l  make of l i fe.  Poor, 
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defenceless ,  untaught lamb, the wolves are before you,  
and what is to become of you!

T h a t  f o r  w h i c h  yo u  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  p r e p a r e ,  I  
repeat, is your whole l i fe, not a par ticular situation; not  
a  t e r m o f  yea r s ,  however  long ;  no t  some  con t ingen t  
c i rcums t ance ;  bu t  your  who le  ex i s t ence  upon  e a r th .  
Yo u  m ay  d i e  i n  yo u t h ,  i t  i s  t r u e ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  I  
admonish you with a l l  the per suas iveness  in my power,  
to prepare by true piety for death; and nothing else will  
p repa re  you  fo r  i t .  Shou ld  you  d i e  young ,  I  remind  
you that preparation for life is also preparation for death.  
Relig ion, which meetens you to perform well your par t  
on ear th ,  i s  your  educat ion,  your  t ra in ing for  heaven.  
True, your education, your knowledge of business ,  may  
seem,  in  the  event  o f  your  ea r ly  dea th ,  to  be  use le s s .  
But  i t  i s  not  so ;  the  habi t s  o f  submis s ion,  se l f -denia l ,  
and proper  appl ica t ion of  your menta l  power s ,  which,  
even in  those  secu la r  th ings ,  were  ca l l ed  for th  under  
t he  i n f l uence  o f  p r i nc ip l e,  a l l  go  to  the  t r a i n ing  o f  
your  sou l  fo r  the  h igher  s t a t e  o f  your  ex i s t ence.  But  
i n  a l l  p robab i l i t y  mos t  o f  you  w i l l  l ive,  s ome  fo r t y,  
o the r s  f i f t y,  o the r s  s i x t y,  and  some  f ew  o f  you  w i l l  
l inger on to seventy or e ighty year s ;  and i t  i s  prepara- 
tion for al l  this term that is now urged upon you. What  
a comprehension of scene, circumstance, and s i tuat ion,  
doe s  t h a t  t e r m  i n c l ude !  Imag ine  wha t  may  h appen ,  
must  happen,  in  s ix ty  or  seventy year s .  Through what  
a  var ie ty of  s i tuat ions ,  temptat ions ,  d i f f icul t ie s ,  t r ia l s ,  
changes, even if there be nothing at al l  extraordinary or  
out of the common course of man’s history, you wil l  be  
c a l l ed  t o  p a s s !  And  shou ld  no t  t hey  a l l  b e  p repa red  
f o r ?  I t  i s  impo s s i b l e  f o r  you  t o  f o re s e e  t h e  d e s i gn s 
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o f  P rov idence  in  re spec t  to  you .  I  wou ld  no t  exc i t e  
a nd  i n f l u ence  you r  imag in a t i on  t o  any th ing  me re l y  
romant ic ;  or  se t  you upon bui ld ing ca s t l e s  in  the  a i r ;  
o r  l ead  you to  l eave  o f f  p lodd ing ,  and to  seek  in  the  
exerci se  of  unauthor i sed ambit ion,  by a  leap or bound  
to reach an exal ted s i tuat ion,  or by a s t roke to g rasp a  
l a rge for tune.  St i l l  i t  i s  imposs ible  to conjecture what  
oppor tun i ty  you may  have  g iven  you ,  by  pa t i en t  and  
successful industry, to r ise in l i fe. In this happy country  
there i s  no chain of  cas te  which binds  a  man down to  
the s i tuat ion and c i rcumstances  of  h i s  b i r th .  The ver y  
he ight s  o f  soc ia l  and commercia l  l i fe  a re  acces s ible  to  
al l ,  from whatever low level they commence the ascent.  
The g randf ather of the late Sir  Rober t Peel  was at  one  
t ime  a  j ou r neyman  co t ton- sp inne r.  He  th a t  l a i d  the  
foundation of the greatness and wealth of the Arkwr ight  
f amily was a barber. Carey, one of the g reatest l inguists  
a n d  m i s s i o n a r i e s  o f  m o d e r n  t i m e s ,  wa s  a  c o bb l e r .  
Stephenson, the g reat eng ineer and the f ir st constructor  
o f  r a i lway s ,  wa s  a  wo r k i n g  c o l l i e r .  N o  o n e  k n ow s  
wha t  open ing s  God  may  s e t  b e fo re  h im  in  l i f e ,  and  
should he not  be prepared to take advantage of  them?  
This very preparation, in many cases makes the opening.  
Ignorance,  id leness ,  and vice can never r i se.  They wil l  
ever sink by their own weight, and effectual ly close any  
door which Providence might set  open. What a painful  
ref lection it is for any man to make in future l i fe, when  
some r a re  and  go lden  oppor tun i ty  p re s en t s  i t s e l f  fo r  
be t t e r ing  h i s  cond i t i on ,  ‘A l a s !  I  c anno t  ava i l  my se l f  
o f  i t .  I  am d i squa l i f i ed .  I  made no prepara t ion .  With  
tolerable dil igence at school, and dur ing my apprentice- 
ship, I could have f itted myself for it ;  but my indolence 
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then ,  and  my fo l l y  and  s in  sub sequen t l y,  have  pu t  i t  
qu i t e  ou t  o f  my  powe r  t o  s e i z e  t h e  a dvan t a g e  t hu s  
offered me.

Cons ider,  aga in ,  i f  any  g rea t  mi s t ake,  a s  to  the  end  
and  pu r po se  o f  l i f e ,  and  the  manne r  o f  s pend ing  i t ,  
shou ld  be  made for  want  o f  due  prepara t ion ,  there  i s  
o rd inar i ly  no such th ing  a s  rec t i fy ing  i t .  There  i s  no  
go ing  back ,  and  beg inn ing  aga in ;  no  l iv ing  l i f e  ove r  
again;  no prof i t ing by exper ience;  no repet i t ion of the  
oppor tun i ty  for  prepara t ion .  ‘The whee l s  o f  t ime a re  
not constructed to rol l  backwards’ ;  nor can the shadow  
retrog rade on any man’s  dia l .  There i s  but one l i fe and  
one death appointed to any man, and therefore only one  
opportunity to prepare for death, and only one to prepare  
f o r  l i f e .  A l l  d e p e n d s  o n  o n e  c a s t  o f  t h e  d i e .  H ow  
momentous  that  i s !  How does  such an idea deser ve to  
be pondered by ever y young man! What ,  only one l i fe  
in this  world, and only one in the next,  to be prepared  
for, and that one neglected! Vain are the regrets and the  
wishes of the man, who, amidst broken fortunes, poverty,  
mi ser y,  and d i sconcer ted schemes ,  has  thus  to  re f lec t ,  
and  thus  to  reproach h imse l f .—‘I t  i s  my own f au l t ;  I  
h ave  no  one  to  b l ame  bu t  my se l f .  I  wa s  f o rewa r ned  
and admonished that l i fe ’s  duties ,  tr ia l s ,  and happiness ,  
required prepara t ion.  Even f rom chi ldhood I  heard i t .  
A t  s c h o o l  I  wa s  i n a t t e n t i ve  a n d  i d l e .  D u r i n g  my  
apprenticeship I  loved pleasure rather than business .  In  
youth I sought bad companions rather than good books.  
I  neg lec ted  a l l  menta l  cu l ture,  and I  f ea red  not  God.  
I entered li fe without any preparation. I have succeeded  
in  nothing,  for  I  was  f i t  for  nothing.  My only chance  
i s  gone.  I  am  p rep a red  f o r  n e i t h e r  wo r l d ,  a nd  now 
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I  am miserable  here,  and must  expect  to  be  miserable  
hereafter.’

How many whose his tor y has  ver i f ied a l l  thi s  painful  
s e l f - rep roach ,  h ave  we,  who  a re  o lde r  th an  you  a re,  
known!  You  a re  young ,  and  have  no t  ye t  s een  much  
o f  l i f e .  Take  ou r  t e s t imony,  who  h ave.  We  w i l l  no t  
d e c e i ve  yo u .  We  s p e a k  t h a t  w h i c h  we  k n ow,  a n d  
d e c l a r e  t o  yo u  t h a t  w h i c h  we  h ave  s e e n .  We  h ave  
wa tched  the  doc i l e  s cho l a r,  the  d i l i gen t ,  indus t r iou s  
apprentice, and the pious youth, as he rose and r ipened  
i n to  the  succe s s f u l ,  ho l y,  and  happy  t r ade sman ,  and  
Chr i s t i an;  and thus  became the joy of  h i s  parent s ,  the  
o r namen t  o f  h i s  f am i l y,  and  the  b l e s s i ng  o f  s oc i e t y.  
While, on the other hand, we have seen with gr ief those  
who in  the i r  boyhood and  the i r  youth  mani fe s t ed  an  
i d l ene s s  and  a  waywa rdne s s  wh i ch  no  cu l t u re  cou ld  
in s t r uc t ,  and no d i sc ip l ine  cor rec t ;  who ha ted know- 
l edge  and  de sp i s ed  rep roo f ;  who,  in  the  sp r ing  t ime  
o f  l i f e,  sowed the  seeds  ne i ther  o f  p ie ty  nor  o f  soc ia l  
excel lence; who made no preparat ion for l i fe,  except i t  
were for an unholy,  unfor tunate,  and unhappy one;  we  
h ave,  I  s ay,  s e en  many  s u ch  b e come  t h e i r  mo the r ’s  
shame, their f ather’s g r ief ,  the disg race of their fr iends,  
the  cur se  o f  soc ie ty,  and  the i r  own tor ment  and  d i s - 
honour.  Bo th  a re  common s c ene s ;  and  you  w i l l  ex - 
emplify one or other of them in your history.

Your  own happ ine s s ,  then ,  i t  i s  appa ren t ,  i s  deep ly  
i nvo l ved  i n  t h i s  p rep a r a t i on .  You  a re  c re a t ed  t o  b e  
happy.  God wi l l s  your happiness ,  and has  provided for  
i t .  You ought  not  to  be indi f fe rent  to  i t .  Your happi- 
nes s  i s  in  your  own hands .  Al l  the  wor ld  cannot ,  and  
God will not, make you happy, ir respective of your own 
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conduc t .  Unde r s t and  a t  t he  ou t s e t  o f  l i f e  t h i s  g re a t  
pr incip le,  that  happiness  ar i se s  more f rom di spos i t ion,  
ch a r a c t e r,  and  conduc t  t h an  f rom po s s e s s i on s ;  f rom  
what we are, more than from what we have. Its spr ings,  
to  a  cons iderable  extent ,  l ie  in  your  own nature.  I t  i s  
a  b e au t i f u l  s ay i n g  o f  Ho l y  S c r i p t u re ,  ‘A  good  man  
s h a l l  b e  s a t i s f i e d  f rom  h im s e l f .’ Th i s  d e s e r ve s  you r  
a t tent ion,  your s tudy,  your pract ica l  recol lect ion.  The  
happiness of life depends in a great measure upon youth.  
A  b ad  boy  s e l dom make s  a  h appy  man ;  t hough  God  
somet imes  changes  h im,  and ca l l s  h im in  manhood to  
a n  en t i r e  r e nova t i on .  Suppo s e ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  young  
men, there were two kinds of  seeds ,  one of  which you  
must ,  by some necess i ty of  nature,  or compuls ion, sow  
ever y  spr ing ,  and on the  f r u i t  o f  which you must ,  by  
the  same neces s i ty,  l ive  ever y  winter ;  one f r u i t  b i t te r  
and  nau s eou s ,  and  i n f l i c t i ng  s eve re  p a in ;  t he  o the r,  
pleasant to the tas te and benef icia l  to the const i tut ion;  
would you not be ver y careful  which you se lected and  
sowed  in  your  ga rden ,  knowing ,  a s  you  wou ld ,  wha t  
mus t  be  the  inev i t able  re su l t ?  Why,  th i s  i s  your  con- 
d i t i on  o f  e x i s t e n c e  a nd  you r  emp loymen t .  You  a re  
a lways  sowing in  youth what  you must  a lways  reap in  
m a n h o o d .  B u t  a p a r t  f ro m  i t s  r e s u l t s ,  t h e  ve r y  a c t  
o f  p repa r ing  fo r  l i f e  i s  i t s e l f  a  pa r t  o f  the  happ ine s s  
o f  l i f e .  D i l i g en c e  a t  s c hoo l ,  a t t e n t i o n  t o  bu s i n e s s ,  
menta l  cul t ivat ion,  t r ue re l ig ion,  and good habi t s ,  in- 
dependently of the consequences they br ing after them,  
a re  t h emse l ve s  t h e  e l emen t s  o f  en j oymen t .  An  i d l e  
man i s  the  mos t  mi se rable  o f  God’s  c rea ture s ,  except  
him, who, as is generally the case, adds vice to indolence.  
Woe to the man who br ings upon himself the pains and  
penalties of laziness.
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I t  i s  no t ,  howeve r,  you r  own  h app ine s s  a nd  we l l - 
being a lone,  that  wi l l  be a f fected by your conduct and  
c h a r a c t e r ,  bu t  t h e  we l l - b e i n g  o f  o t h e r s .  Yo u r  own  
individuality is something, yea, much to you, and you are  
not to be indi f ferent  to i t .  God, by hi s  own author i ty,  
protec t s  you aga ins t  your se l f .  He says ,  ‘Do thyse l f  no  
ha r m.’ He  wi l l  no t  a l l ow you  to  be  reck l e s s  o f  your  
own happines s .  He has  g iven you a  capac i ty  for  bl i s s ,  
and made provision for it, and accounts it an opposition  
to hi s  benef icent  des igns ,  i f  you do not  endeavour,  in  
h i s  way,  and  a cco rd ing  to  h i s  pu r po se,  t o  be  happy.  
Bu t  t hen  you  a re  a  s oc i a l  c re a tu re,  bo r n  i n  soc i e t y,  
in tended for  soc ie ty,  and bound to promote the wel l - 
being of society. Most of you wil l  be husbands, f ather s,  
mas te r s ,  ne ighbour s ,  c i t i zen s ;  and  you ought  to  p re- 
pa re  to  ac t  we l l  your  pa r t  in  a l l  tho se  re l a t ion s .  You  
w i l l  c on t r i bu t e  s ome th i n g  t o  t h e  we l l  o r  i l l - b e i n g  
o f  t h e  c ommun i t y.  You  w i l l  b e  t h e  n e t t l e s ,  b r i a r s ,  
a n d  b r a m b l e s  o f  t h e  l a n d ,  o r  i t s  o a k s ,  my r t l e s ,  o r  
f i r  t re e s ;  i t s  s t reng th  o r  i t s  weakne s s ;  i t s  b e au t y  o r  
i t s  d e f o r m i t y.  Yo u r  c o u n t r y  h a s  c l a i m s  u p o n  yo u .  
You are therefore to prepare to serve i t ,  and to serve i t  
well. You should by an intell igent and moral patr iotism,  
imp lan ted  ea r ly  in  your  hea r t ,  s eek  to  b le s s  the  l and  
of  your  b i r th .  Pie ty  and sound mora l i ty  are  a  nat ion’s  
s t r e n g t h ,  m o r e  t h a n  i t s  a r m i e s  a n d  i t s  n av i e s ;  i t s  
wea l th ,  more  than  i t s  commerce ;  and  i t s  g lo r y,  more  
than i t s  l i te ra ture,  sc ience,  and v ic tor ie s .  Young men,  
yo u  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  g r e a t e s t  n a t i o n  u p o n  e a r t h ;  b e  
wo r t hy  o f  yo u r  d i s t i n c t i o n .  C h e r i s h  m o r e  t h a n  a  
Roman ’s  p a t r i o t i sm ,  w i t hou t  a  Roman ’s  p r i d e .  L e t  
B r i t a i n ’s  p re s en t  we l f a re,  and  he r  f u tu re  de s t i ny,  be  
near  your  hear t s .  Let  your  youthfu l  bosom swel l  wi th 
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the noble ambition to do something for the land of your  
ance s to r s  and  your  po s t e r i t y.  Add  by  your  p r aye r s  a  
s tone to her bulwarks,  and by your per sonal  excel lence  
a ray to the glory that beams around her head.

Bu t  t h i s  i s  p e rh ap s  t oo  l a r g e  a  s c a l e  on  wh i ch  t o  
v iew your  in f luence :  too wide a  c i rc le  for  you to  see  
your se l f  d i f fus ing happiness  or  miser y.  Consider,  then,  
the f ami ly re la t ionships  you wi l l  sus ta in.  Look on and  
ant ic ipate  what  k ind of  a  husband,  f a ther,  mas ter,  and  
t radesman,  you are  l ike ly  to  make;  and how you sha l l  
p re s i d e  ove r  t h e  dome s t i c  e conomy.  Some  woman ’s  
des t iny for  l i fe  wi l l  hang upon you,  and the happiness  
o f  a  f ami ly,  pe rhap s  a  numerous  one ;  and  then  upon  
their conduct will depend, by an onward succession, the  
des t iny of  other s  to descend f rom them. You wi l l  thus  
commence a dark or a  br ight  l ine of  human exis tence,  
which wi l l  r un onward through a l l  future generat ions ,  
and  be  s t i l l  go ing  fo rward  when the  l a s t  t r ump sha l l  
s ound .  Mi s e r y  o r  b l i s s ,  a t  the  d i s t ance  o f  c en tu r i e s ,  
o r  a t  the  ver y  an t ipodes ,  may be  t r aced  back  to  you.  
It is not, therefore, permitted you to be perfectly isolated  
and neutra l .  You are  not  to  dwel l  in  a  her mitage or  a  
mona s t e r y ;  no r  i n  a  c ave  o f  t h e  w i l d e r ne s s ;  no r  on  
some solitary mountain, where no eye will  observe you,  
no ear wil l  hear you; but amidst  the busy and crowded  
haunts of men, where influence to a g reater or a smaller  
extent  wi l l  go out  f rom you,  and you must  be the sa l t  
or  the  poi son of  the  ear th .  You must ,  you do,  mingle  
with others, whose lot is to a considerable extent mixed  
up  w i th  your s .  Ough t  you  no t  to  th ink  o f  th i s ,  and  
prepare for i t? You are dest ined to l ight up the counte- 
nance of your fel low-creatures with smiles, or to suffuse  
their eyes with tear s; to infl ict wounds or to heal them; 
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t o  ‘ b r e a k  t h e  b r u i s e d  r e e d ’ ,  o r  t o  ‘ b i n d  u p  t h e  
b roken  h e a r t .’ Wi t h  wha t  empha s i s ,  t h e re f o re ,  may  
I  now s ay  t o  you ,  P repa re  t o  l ive ;  s o c i e t y,  f u tu r i t y,  
your country, and the world demand it of you.

Bu t  t h e re  i s  ano the r  re a son ,  t h e  l a s t ,  t h e  h i ghe s t ,  
and most momentous of a l l ,  why you should prepare to  
l ive ;  and that  i s ,  the l i fe  you lead in th i s  wor ld i s  the  
p repa r a t i on  fo r  t he  l i f e  you  a re  to  l ive  i n  the  nex t .  
What the ter m and pur pose of  school  pur sui t s ,  and an  
apprent icesh ip,  a re  to  the present  l i fe,  tha t  the  whole  
of  the present l i fe  i s  to the one beyond the g rave.  You  
are now, and ever will be on ear th, in a state of pupilage  
for heaven and eternity. Upon your fug itive existence in  
thi s  world hangs your ever las t ing exis tence in another.  
You a re  cons t r uc t ing  a  charac te r,  the  for m of  which ,  
whatever i t  be,  i s  to la s t  for  ever.  How momentous an  
idea !  Yes  the re  i s  another  wor ld ,  an  e te r na l  wor ld ,  a  
world of everlasting and ineffable happiness or woe. Yes,  
you are immortal beings. Immortal ity, the highest attr i- 
bute  of  God,  i s  your s  a l so.  In th i s ,  a s  in  other  th ings ,  
God made man in his  own l ikeness .  Before you l ies the  
shoreless ocean of eternity. Look over the vast expanse.  
Eve r y  s t ep  you  t ake  in  th i s  wor ld  i s  to  heaven  o r  to  
he l l .  This  l i t t le  span,  th i s  inch of  t ime,  our l i fe,  i s  a l l  
we have to prepare for a l l  that l ies  beyond. Human l i fe  
is the br ief , the uncertain, the only preparation time, for  
those ever-rol l ing ages .  Take thi s  view of i t ,  I  beseech  
you .  Med i t a t e  on  the  wondrou s  theme.  Lea r n  a t  the  
outset  of l i fe,  and ever remember through al l  i t s  future  
s tages,  that i t  i s  g iven to you as a discipl ine and proba- 
t i on  f o r  e t e r n i t y.  You  h ave  en t e red  upon  t h e  t r i a l ;  
the awful probation is going on. Do not let the thought- 
lessness  of  youth hide i t  f rom you. Do not let  pleasure 
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l e ad  you  to  fo rge t  i t .  Do  no t  pe r mi t  compan ion s  to  
d ive r t  your  a t t en t ion  f rom i t .  There  i t  s t and s  be fo re  
you, the dread, the glor ious, and g rand real i ty of man’s  
existence, Immor tal i ty.  Look at i t ,  ponder i t ,  I  beseech  
you .  Le t  i t  po s se s s  you ,  l i t e r a l l y  po s se s s  you .  Fee l  a s  
i f  you could not  cas t  i t  out  f rom your mind,  a s  i f  you  
would not be dispossessed of the wondrous conception.  
Repel with indignation the attempt to lead you into an  
obl iv ion of  th i s  your  noble s t  d i s t inc t ion,  your  r iches t  
b i r t h - r i gh t .  Tre a t  t h e  man  who  wou l d  d e s po i l  you  
of  the r ight  considerat ion of  thi s  your highest  digni ty,  
as you would the thief that would rob you of your purse,  
o r  the  a s s a s s in  tha t  wou ld  de s t roy  your  l i f e.  P repa re,  
then, by true relig ion, for that l i fe which is, in its turn,  
to prepare you for immortality.

To sum up a l l  I  have  sa id ,  there  you are,  a  r a t iona l ,  
s in fu l ,  immor t a l ,  a ccountabl e  c rea tu re,  ju s t  about  to  
s tar t  in the career of act ive l i fe,  with t ime and eternity  
before you, heaven above you, hell beneath you, dangers  
a l l  round you, and many cor ruptions and imperfect ions  
within you.  Does i t  become such a creature,  in such a  
pos i t ion,  to  make no prepara t ion?  Whether  you th ink  
o f  i t  or  not ,  two wor ld s ,  th i s  and the  next ,  a re  to  be  
inhabited by you. What your lot may be in the present  
one, none but he who is omniscient can even conjecture.  
An impenetrable  vei l  h ides  the future f rom your view,  
and not the smallest rent or opening suffer s a s ingle ray  
o f  l i gh t  t o  reve a l  wha t  i s  b e fo re  you .  Whe the r  you  
sha l l  d ie  young or  l ive  to  o ld  age ;  whether  you sha l l  
f a i l  o r  succeed  in  bus ine s s ;  whether  you sha l l  r i s e  or  
s ink in society; whether you shal l  wear out existence in  
sor row or in joy; no one but God can te l l ,  and he wil l  
not .  Much wi l l  depend upon h im;  but  l e t  me remind 
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you ,  much a l so  wi l l  depend  upon your se l f .  Abandon  
the  hea then  no t ion  o f  f a t e.  I  be l i eve  in  P rov idence,  
bu t  no t  in  f a t e,  and  I  admoni sh  you  to  be l i eve  in  i t  
a l so,  and  by  cons t an t  p r aye r  to  s eek  i t s  b l e s s ing ;  bu t  
do  not  fo rge t  tha t  P rov idence  never  b l e s s e s  id l ene s s ,  
thought le s sne s s ,  neg l igence,  and ext ravagance.  Prov i- 
dence  he lp s  tho se  th a t  he lp  themse lve s .  Eve r y th ing ,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  c r i e s  t o  yo u ,  ‘ P r e p a r e  f o r  l i f e ’ .  Yo u r  
t e acher s ,  your  pa ren t s ,  your  mas t e r s ,  your  min i s t e r s ,  
s a y  t o  yo u ,  ‘ P r e p a r e  t o  l i v e ’ .  Yo u r  r e a s o n ,  yo u r  
conscience, your weakness, your ignorance of the world,  
s ay  to  you,  ‘Prepare  to  l ive ’ .  The prosper i ty  o f  those  
who have succeeded, and the pover ty of those who have  
f a i l e d ,  s a y,  ‘ P r e p a r e  t o  l i v e ’ .  T h e  d u t i e s ,  t r i a l s ,  
d i f f i cu l t i e s ,  and danger s  o f  ea r th ,  the  joys  o f  heaven,  
and  the  to r ment s  o f  the  bot tomle s s  p i t ,  s ay,  ‘P repa re  
to  l ive ’ ;  and  above  a l l ,  the  g rea t  God who ha s  g iven  
you existence, who is wil l ing to help you to l ive holi ly,  
useful ly, and happily, and who wil l  cal l  you into judge- 
ment for the manner in which l i fe has been spent,  says  
t o  yo u ,  ‘ P re p a re  t o  l i ve ’ .  C a n  yo u ,  d a r e  yo u ,  w i l l  
you, tur n a deaf  ear to voices so numerous,  so solemn,  
so consentaneous?



  

36

CHAPTER 2

ENTRANCE UPON LIFE

In  a l l  t hy  way s  a c know l ed g e  h im,  and  h e  s ha l l  d i r e c t  
thy paths. Proverbs 3:6

This passage of the Bible may be cal led the pole-star  
of human life, placed by the hand of God in the firma- 

ment of  Scr ipture,  for the eye of  man to observe upon  
ear th: and he that f ixes his attention upon it ,  and steer s  
h i s  cou r s e  by  i t  a c ro s s  t h i s  t roub l ed  and  d ange rou s  
ocean ,  sha l l  en te r  a t  l eng th  the  haven  o f  eve r l a s t ing  
peace.  I t  i s  app l i cable  to  a l l  pe r sons  and to  a l l  s i tua- 
tions: but especially to those who are just enter ing upon  
the duties,  danger s,  and perplexit ies of man’s ter restr ia l  
cou r s e.  A s  a  r u l e  o f  conduc t  i t  i s  b r i e f ,  s imp l e,  i n - 
te l l ig ible,  and unmis takeable,  ea s i ly  remembered ,  and  
de l i gh t fu l  i n  i t s  ob s e r vance.  I f  i t  doe s  no t  a s s e r t ,  i t  
implies ,  the existence and operat ions of an al l-compre- 
hens ive,  a l l -wi se,  a l l -g rac ious  Prov idence,  which  ap- 
p o i n t s ,  d i r e c t s ,  a n d  c o n t ro l s  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  m e n ;  a  
Prov idence  which i s  not  on ly  genera l ,  a s  gu id ing  the  
de s t in ie s  o f  na t ions  and  wor ld s ,  bu t  i s  pa r t i cu l a r  and  
minu te,  a s  shap ing  the  h i s to r y  o f  ind iv idua l s .  Some,  
who profes s  to bel ieve in Provident ia l  inter pos i t ion in  
the  g re a t  even t s  o f  h i s to r y,  deny  i t  i n  rega rd  to  the 
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minute  a f f a i r s  o f  ind iv idua l s .  But  who can  te l l  wha t ,  
in  f a c t ,  i s  g re a t ,  and  wha t  i s  l i t t l e,  o r  how f a r  g rea t  
even t s  a re  i n f l u enced  by  l e s s e r  one s ?  The  d e s t i n i e s  
o f  na t ions  have  somet imes  hung upon a  thought .  But  
we need not reason upon this ,  s ince Chr ist  has asser ted  
that ,  ‘ a  spar row f a l le th not  to the g round without the  
k n ow l e d g e  o f  o u r  H e ave n l y  F a t h e r ’ .  Wi t h o u t  t h i s  
v iew, the doctr ine of  Providence might be g rand as  an  
object  of  contemplat ion,  but  i t  could y ie ld l i t t le  con- 
so la t ion a s  a  subjec t  o f  f a i th .  Indiv idua l  t r us t ,  prayer,  
hope, and praise, a l l  rest  upon the g round of individual  
P rov idence.  I t  i s  no t  wha t  God i s  to  the  un ive r s e  a t  
large, but what he is  to me as an individual ,  that i s  the  
ch ie f  source  o f  my comfor t ,  and the  s t ronges t  mot ive  
t o  my  du ty.  Now the  t ex t  p ropo s e s  h im to  u s  a s  an  
o r ac l e  to  wh ich  we  may  ind iv idua l l y  repa i r :  and  the  
i n j unc t i on  mean s ,  t h a t ,  re a l l y  b e l i ev ing  God  by  h i s  
Providence directs a l l  things,  we should consult  him by  
r e a d i n g  h i s  H o l y  Wo rd ,  w h e re  h e  h a s  r eve a l e d  h i s  
wi l l ;  and that  by s incere and ear nes t  prayer  we should  
s eek  h i s  l e ave  fo r  ever y th ing ,  h i s  d i rec t ion  in  ever y- 
th ing ,  h i s  b le s s ing  upon ever y th ing ,  and h i s  g lor y  by  
eve r y th ing ,  we  do.  I n  s ho r t ,  i t  mean s  a  d evou t  and  
p rac t i ca l  remembrance  o f  God,  a s  the  Di spose r  o f  a l l  
t h i ng s ,  i n  a l l  t h e  va r y i ng  c i rcums t ance s  and  a l l  t h e  
c h ang e f u l  s i t u a t i on s  o f  l i f e ;  a nd  i t  p rom i s e s  u s  h i s  
w i s e  and  g r a c i ou s  d i re c t i on  i n  a l l  ou r  a f f a i r s .  How  
ea sy,  how sa fe,  how t r anqu i l ,  how d ign i f i ed  a  cour se  
o f  a c t i on !  How va s t  t h e  p r iv i l e g e  o f  t h i s  a c c e s s  t o  
an omnipotent ,  omnipresent ,  omnisc ient ,  a l l- suf f ic ient  
Fr iend,  for  advice,  d i rect ion,  and consola t ion!  A wise  
a nd  benevo l en t  human  coun s e l l o r  eve r  a t  h and  i s  a  
blessing, how much more one that is Divine!
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S o  mu c h  f o r  t h e  i n t ro d u c t i o n  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r :  I  
now come to i t s  subject ,  entrance upon l i fe :  by which  
I  mean tha t  per iod o f  a  young man’s  ex i s tence  which  
f o l l ow s  h i s  e du c a t i on  a nd  a pp ren t i c e s h i p,  when  h e  
usua l ly  leaves  h i s  f a ther ’s  house,  and becomes a  shop- 
man ,  c l e r k ,  o r  j ou r n eyman ;  t h e  i n t e r med i a t e  s t a g e  
b e tween  t h e  you th  and  t h e  man  o f  bu s i n e s s .  Ye t  i t  
m ay  b e  r e m a r ke d  t h a t  t h e  p e r i o d s  a n d  s i t u a t i o n s  
intended to be descr ibed and dis t inguished as  separate,  
in the last chapter and this, run much into one another,  
a n d  e x t e n d  o n wa r d  t o  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  l i f e  a n d  t h e  
commencement of business.

This ,  young men,  i s  the s i tuat ion of  the g reater  par t  
o f  those  whom I  addre s s ;  you a re  mos t  o f  you not  in  
bus iness  for  your se lves ,  but  looking forward to i t ;  you  
are away f rom your parents ,  and suppor t  your se lves  by  
your industr y,  and therefore are just  s tepping upon the  
s t age  o f  ac t ive  l i f e,  and commencing your  par t  in  the  
g reat drama, with the scenes already shift ing before and  
around you.

Let me, then, remind you, a little more at large,
I .  O f  you r  a c t u a l  s i t u a t i on .  I t  i s  one  o f  d e ep  and  

pre s s ing  so l i c i tude  to  your  parent s  and o ther  f r i ends .  
They have par ted from you, and sent you for th,  a lmost  
wi th  the  f ee l ing  and  the  f ea r  tha t  you  were  go ing  a s  
l ambs among wolves .  They know, for  they have pas sed  
through them, the danger s  of  youth,  and especia l ly  of  
yo u t h  away  f ro m  h o m e.  I f  yo u r  g o o d  c o n d u c t  a n d  
well-formed character at home, have inspired them with  
con f idence,  the i r  so l i c i tude  i s  somewha t  aba t ed ;  bu t  
even then an anxious f ather wil l  excla im, ‘What i f  this  
f a i r  blo s som of  parenta l  hope,  which g rew so  beaut i - 
fu l l y  and  looked  so  love ly,  when she l t e red  under  the 
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parental roof , should now be blighted when removed to  
the ungenial  blast s  of  the world’s  temptat ions;  the very  
possibi l i ty makes my hear t bleed. Oh, my son, my son!’  
How in t en s e l y  a gg r ava t ed  i s  t h i s  p a i n fu l  s o l i c i t ude,  
i f  u n h a p p i l y  h i s  c h i l d  i s  g o i n g  f o r t h  u n d e c i d e d  i n  
r e l i g i on ,  un conve r t e d  t o  God ,  w i t h  no  ‘ a r mou r  o f  
r i gh teou sne s s  on  the  r i gh t  hand  and  on  the  l e f t ’ ,  to  
defend him from the assaults  of temptation; and i f  even  
a t  bor ne  por t en t s  o f  fu tu re  mi s conduc t  have  showed  
t h em s e l ve s .  ‘Oh ,’ s ay s  t h e  d i s t r e s s e d  f a t h e r ,  ‘ i f  t h e  
wholesome laws, the f irm yet mild restraint of parental  
au tho r i t y  and  domes t i c  o rde r,  cou ld  no t  rep re s s  t he  
outbreaks  o f  youth fu l  i r regu la r i ty,  what  i s  to  become  
of him, when these are withdrawn, and he is left  to the  
unchecked  s t reng th  o f  h i s  own co r r up t ion s ,  and  the  
f o rc e  o f  s u r round ing  t emp t a t i on s ?  Oh ,  my  s on ,  my  
son ! ’ Young men,  you cannot  know a l l  a  f a ther ’s  and  
a  mother’s  agonis ing sol ic i tude for you, on your going  
out into the world;  but you can conceive of  i t  in par t ,  
by  the  s cene s  o f  tha t  so r rowfu l  hour  when amids t  so  
many tear s  your  mother  par ted f rom you,  and,  wi th a  
voice ha l f  choked,  your f a ther  g rasped your hand,  and  
sobbed out ,  ‘Fa rewe l l ,  my boy.  Behave  your se l f  we l l ,  
and  comfor t  our  hea r t s  by  your  good  conduc t .’ How  
anxious are they to hear  f rom you and of  you,  to have  
thei r  fear s  d i s s ipated and thei r  hopes  conf i r med.  How  
eager ly,  joy fu l ly,  and  ye t  how t rembl ing ly,  they  open  
ever y  le t te r  to  judge  f rom i t s  content s  whether  there  
a r e  a ny  s i g n s  o f  i n c i p i e n t  m o r a l  m i s c h i e f  i n  yo u r  
cha r ac te r.  Respec t  the i r  f ee l ing s ,  reward  the i r  a f f ec- 
t i on ,  re l i eve  t h e i r  s o l i c i t ude.  Ca l l  i t  no t  s u s p i c i on ,  
jea lousy,  d i s t r us t .  No,  no,  i t  i s  love t rembl ing over  i t s  
object ,  a f fec t ion agoni s ing for  i t s  loved one.  Many an 
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hour i s  that  mother kept waking at  midnight,  thinking  
and  p ray ing  fo r  he r  son  who ha s  recen t ly  l e f t  he r  to  
enter upon the world’s business;  and often amidst other  
cares, does that f ather feel i t  to be one of the mightiest  
of  them a l l ,  to cons ider  how hi s  boy conducts  himsel f  
in his  new s i tuat ion. Let me plead, then, for the peace  
of  those two hear t s  which throb so anxious ly  for  you,  
and for the peace of which, so f ar as i t  i s  in your keep- 
ing, your own ought to throb most responsively.

But  I  now tur n  f rom your  pa ren t s ,  and  remind  you  
of the momentous and inf inite importance of this per iod  
o f  your  l i fe  to  your se lves .  I t  i s ,  in  a l l  probabi l i ty,  the  
c r i s i s  o f  your  h i s to r y,  the  h inge  o f  your  de s t iny,  the  
c a s t i n g  o f  you r  l o t  f o r  bo t h  wo r l d s ,  t h e  f o r ma t i on  
o f  your  cha rac te r  fo r  t ime and  fo r  e te r n i ty.  Through  
ever y hour,  a lmost  ever y minute,  o f  th i s  te r m,  and in  
ever y  scene,  your  charac te r  i s  pa s s ing  f rom tha t  s t a te  
o f  fu s ion in  which i t  was  le f t  by  boyhood and youth ,  
into the cold,  hard sol idi ty and f ixedness  of  manhood.  
I t  depends  ch ie f ly  upon the  t ime tha t  i s  now pa s s ing  
over  you,  what  you a re  to  be,  and to  do,  through a l l  
t ime and eter ni ty.  The next  two year s  wi l l  ver y l ike ly  
determine the g reat quest ion, concerning the character  
o f  your  who le  ex i s t ence.  The  ob se r vab l e  t endenc i e s  
o f  boyhood and youth,  the s igni f icant  prognost ica t ion  
from the pupil and the apprentice, the declaratory signs  
of ear l ier year s ,  wil l  now receive their ful l  and perhaps  
f i n a l  c o n d m a t l o n .  Yo u r  c h a r a c t e r ,  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  
g rowing ,  l ike  your  body,  th rough the  prev ious  s t age s  
o f  ex i s tence,  now,  l ike  tha t ,  a r r ive s  a t  tha t  fu l l  shape  
and matur ity, which it wil l  hereafter retain and exhibit.  
Can you he thought le s s ly  and care le s s ly  indi f fe rent  a t  
s u c h  a  c r i s i s ?  I s  i t  p o s s i b l e ?  C a n  yo u  h e l p  s ay i n g , 
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‘ I s  i t  s o,  t hen ;  am I  re a l l y  now,  j u s t  a t  t h i s  p e r i od ,  
becoming my permanent future sel f?  Am I determining  
for  a l l  t ime,  and for  a l l  e te r n i ty,  what  k ind o f  mora l ,  
soc i a l ,  and  in t e l l e c tua l  be ing  I  am to  be ?  Am I  now  
cas t ing my lot ,  for ming my des t iny,  choos ing my cha- 
racter?  What  thought fu lnes s ,  ser iousness ,  devotedness ,  
and prayer  for  God’s  Holy Spir i t  to  a s s i s t  me,  ought  I  
to  man i f e s t !  Wha t  do  I  w i sh  to  hab i tua l l y  be  in  and  
through a l l  future l i fe,  and through a l l  e ter ni ty?  What  
I  am  now,  t h a t ,  i n  a l l  p rob ab i l i t y,  I  s h a l l  b e .  I  am  
en te r ing  upon l i f e,  and  a s  I  beg in ,  so  am I  l i ke ly  to  
con t i nue.’ Ye s ,  dwe l l  upon  t h a t  con s i d e r a t i on .  I t  i s  
o f  immense  impor t ance  to  s t a r t  we l l .  He  tha t  a t  the  
beg inning of his journey takes the wrong road, diverges  
a t  ever y  s tep  f a r ther  and f a r ther  f rom the  r ight  pa th ;  
and  though  re tu r n  i s  no t  impos s i b l e,  ye t  a t  wha t  an  
expen s e  o f  t ime  and  comfo r t  i s  i t  made !  Take  c a re,  
then,  to  beg in  wel l .  So lomon say s ,  ‘Bet te r  i s  the  end  
o f  a  t h ing  th an  the  beg inn ing ’ ;  e spec i a l l y  i f  i t  b e  a  
good end  o f  a  bad  beg inn ing .  But  how ra re ly  doe s  a  
th ing end wel l  that  beg ins  i l l !  The f rui t  i s  bet ter  than  
the blos som; the reaping than the sowing;  the v ic tor y  
than the  ba t t l e ;  home than the  jour ney  to  i t ;  the  re- 
ward  than  the  se r v ice.  But  then a l l  the se  be t te r  end- 
ings depend on good beg innings.  There can be no r ich  
f rui t  in autumn, without a good blossom in spr ing;  no  
p lent i fu l  reaping without  p lent i fu l  sowing;  no vic tor y  
without a well-fought battle; no returning home without  
a  j ou r ney  a l ong  the  r i gh t  ro ad .  So  t he re  c an  be  no  
r a t iona l  expec ta t ion  o f  a  good end o f  l i f e,  wi thout  a  
good beginning.

II .  I  wi l l  now remind you of  the danger s  that  a t tend  
yo u r  e n t e r i n g  i n t o  l i f e .  Ye s ,  d a n g e r s ;  a n d  I  r e a l l y 
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wi sh  to  exc i t e  your  f e a r s  by  the  word .  I  am anx iou s  
to awaken your apprehension by thus r ing ing an a lar m  
bel l .  Not indeed by rais ing spectres which have no real  
exis tence; not by cal l ing up spir i t s  f rom the vasty deep  
o f  a  g l o o my  i m a g i n a t i o n .  N o,  t h e re  i s  n o  n e e d  i n  
o rder  to  exc i t e  your  f e a r s ,  o f  pa s s ing  be fo re  you the  
d a rk  shadows  and  the  gho s t s  o f  romance.  The  sobe r  
and dread realities of daylight and of every-day existence,  
a re  su f f i c ient ly  numerous  and appa l l ing  to  ju s t i fy  the  
use of the most solemn, impressive, and earnest warnings  
we can g ive.  Young men, i t  i s  a  truth,  and a dread and  
anxious one for you, that the moral dangers of life stand  
th ickes t  a round i t s  ent rance.  The mos t  per i lous  rocks  
and shoals in the voyage of l i fe, are at the mouth of the  
r ive r  where  i t  en te r s  the  ocean ;  and notwi th s t and ing  
the  l i gh thouse  which  in  the  Holy  Sc r ip ture s  and  the  
f aithful labours of authors and preachers, ever holds out  
i t s  f r iendly warning over these dangerous places ,  more  
shipwrecks are made there than anywhere else.

The s e  d ange r s  a re  so  numerou s ,  t h a t  t hey  mus t  be  
c l a s sed .  There  a re  some which may have been thrown  
in your way perhaps, by the injudicious conduct of your  
p a r e n t s .  T h ey  m ay  h ave  a l t og e t h e r  n e g l e c t e d  yo u r  
mora l  t ra ining and le f t  you to go for th into the world  
wi thout  any f ixed pr inc ip le s ,  any good habi t s ,  or  any  
r i g h t l y  f o r med  ch a r a c t e r .  By  a  s y s t em  o f  f a l s e  a nd  
weak indulgence,  they may have par t ia l ly  unf i t ted you  
for  the t r ia l s ,  the di f f icul t ie s ,  the roughness ,  and se l f- 
den i a l  o f  l i f e.  We wi l l  no t  dwe l l  upon the i r  conduc t  
with the sever ity i t  deserves;  but be you aware of their  
mi s t ake,  and  ca l l  up  your  own wi sdom to  cor rec t  i t .  
They have left you something to undo, as well as to do.  
Supp ly,  by  your  own re so lu te  wi l l ,  the  de f i c i ency  o f 
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hardihood with which they have lef t  you. Abandon the  
so f t  and e f feminate  hab i t s  in  which they have t ra ined  
you, and deter mine to be men, and to acquire a manly  
ch a r a c t e r.  You  c an ,  i f  you  w i l l ,  make  up  t he i r  d e f - 
i c i enc i e s ;  bu t  i t  w i l l  requ i re  much  e f f o r t  and  more  
perseverance.

The re  a re ,  n ex t ,  t h e  d ang e r s  t h a t  a re  i nh e ren t  i n  
your se lve s ,  and  the se  a re  the  g rea te s t  o f  a l l .  You not  
only go to meet per i l s ,  you car ry them for th with you.  
Now a t  t h e  h e ad  o f  a l l  t h i s  c l a s s ,  I  mu s t  p l a c e  t h e  
co r r up t ion  o f  your  own hea r t s .  ‘Know thy s e l f ’ ,  wa s  
supposed by the ancients to be a maxim so replete with  
wi sdom,  a s  to  have  de scended  f rom heaven .  No man  
c an  p rope r l y  exe rc i s e  s e l f - gove r nmen t  w i thou t  s e l f - 
k n ow l e d g e .  F a l s e  n o t i o n s  o n  t h i s  s u b j e c t  mu s t ,  o f  
necess i ty,  lead to pract ical  er ror s of a most momentous  
k ind .  I  c anno t ,  I  d a re  no t ,  I  w i l l  no t  f l a t t e r  you  by  
s p e a k i n g  h i g h l y  o f  t h e  n a t i ve  g o o d n e s s ,  t h e  m o r a l  
d ign i ty,  o f  human na ture.  Scr ip ture,  obser va t ion,  and  
exper i ence,  mus t  combine  to  p rove,  to  any  impar t i a l  
m ind ,  t h a t  man  i s  i n  a  l ap s ed  cond i t i on ,  a l i en  f rom  
God,  and es t ranged f rom r ighteousnes s .  Thi s  i s  a  f i r s t  
pr inciple, not only in al l  true rel ig ion, but in al l  sound  
phi losophy.  Leaving out  th i s ,  i t  i s  imposs ible  sa t i s f ac- 
tor i ly to account for the present condit ion and general  
hi s tor y of  the human race.  Forgett ing or denying thi s ,  
your whole system of relig ion and morals will be wrong,  
and your whole course of action defective and er roneous;  
you  wi l l  no t ,  c annot  know,  the  ch ie f  source  o f  your  
d a n g e r ,  a n d  t h a t  w h i c h  a l o n e  c a n  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  
ex i s t ence  and  power  o f  o the r  d ange r s :  no r  w i l l  you  
know how to begin or proceed in watching and guarding  
aga in s t  them.  There  i s ,  you know i t ,  you fee l  i t ,  and 
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perhaps some of you lament it, a f atal propensity to evil,  
which ,  though inc l in ing  to  what  i s  wrong,  ye t ,  a s  by  
divine g race it  may be resisted and removed, is ,  neither  
an ir res i s t ible tendency nor an invincible necess i ty,  but  
a voluntary choice, and is therefore no excuse for actual  
s i n ,  t hough  i t  may  a c coun t  f o r  i t .  I t  i s  no t  d ange r  
f rom  w i t hou t  on l y  you  h ave  t o  f e a r ,  bu t  a l s o  f rom  
w i t h i n ;  no t  f rom  o the r s  me re l y,  bu t  f rom  you r s e l f .  
You  c a r r y  you r  t emp te r  i n  you r  own  hea r t ;  you  a re  
you r  own  t emp t e r .  You  w i l l  b e  s u r rounded  by  e x - 
ternal seductions, and you wil l  expose to them a nature  
t oo  w i l l i ng  t o  be  s educed .  The re  i s  i n  you  ‘ an  ev i l  
hea r t  o f  unbe l i e f  in  depa r t ing  f rom the  l iv ing  God ’ .  
You have more need to be a fra id of  your se l f  than even  
o f  Sa tan or  o f  the  wor ld .  They cannot  tempt  you but  
through your  own cor r upt ions .  Hence the  impera t ive  
need of  your  seeking f i r s t  o f  a l l  the ent i re  renovat ion  
o f  your  own hear t s ,  and keeping ever more  a  cons tant  
watch over  your se lves .  You wi l l  be  most  inadequate ly  
prepared to g rapple with temptat ion,  unles s  you know  
what it is that gives it force.

B u t  t h e  c o r r u p t i o n  o f  t h e  h e a r t  a s s u m e s  a  d i f - 
f e ren t  fo r m in  d i f f e ren t  pe r son s ,  and  shows  i t s e l f  i n  
manner s  appropr i a te  to  the i r  age,  c i rcums tance s ,  and  
t emp t a t i on s .  I n  you r  c a s e  t h e re  a re  t ho s e  ‘ you th fu l  
l u s t s ’ ,  f rom  wh i ch  by  a po s t o l i c  i n j un c t i on  you  a re  
exhor t ed  to  f l e e.  In  add i t ion  to  an  in f l ammable  and  
prur ient  imag inat ion,  the ra shnes s  and impetuos i ty  o f  
temper, the thoughtlessness and recklessness of disposi- 
t ion ,  the  p r ide  o f  independence,  and  the  head s t rong  
waywardness which are al l  too common in youth, there  
a re  the  an ima l  appe t i t e s  and  p ropen s i t i e s  exh ib i t i ng  
themselves in all their force: those promptings of licentiousness 
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a n d  i m p u l s e s  o f  s e n s u a l i t y ,  t o  w h i c h  t h e r e  
a re  so many incent ives ,  and which require  so s t rong a  
restraint from reason and rel ig ion; I  mean, young men,  
the vices which for m the drunkard and the debauchee:  
those i l l ic i t  g rat i f ica t ions  which deg rade the man into  
t h e  b r u t e .  The  d ange r  h e re  ex c eed s  a l l  t h e  a l a r m  I  
c an  po s s i b l y  g ive.  No  wa r n ing  c an  be  t oo  l oud ,  no  
entreaties too importunate, in regard to this per il. Voices  
from the pulpit, from the hospital ,  from the hulks, from  
t h e  wo r k h o u s e ,  f ro m  t h e  l u n a t i c  a s y l u m ,  f ro m  t h e  
g rave,  and from the bottomless  pi t ,  a l l  unite in saying,  
‘ Yo u n g  m e n ,  b ewa re  o f  s e n s u a l i t y ’ .  F l e e  f ro m  t h i s  
a s  f rom a ser pent  or  a  l ion.  Read what  Solomon says ,  
who could  speak on such a  sub jec t  f rom hi s  own un- 
happy  and  d i shonour ab l e  expe r i ence :  ‘The  l i p s  o f  a  
s trange woman drop as  an honey-comb, and her mouth  
i s  smoother  than  o i l :  bu t  he r  end  i s  b i t t e r  a s  wor m- 
wood;  shar p a s  a  two-edged sword.  Her  fee t  go down  
t o  de a th ,  h e r  s t ep s  t a ke  ho l d  on  he l l :  l e t  no t  t h i ne  
hear t  dec l ine  to  her  ways ,  go not  a s t r ay  in  her  pa ths .  
Fo r  s h e  h a s  c a s t  d ow n  m a ny  wo u n d e d :  ye a ,  m a ny  
s t rong  men have  been  s l a in  by  he r.  Her  house  i s  the  
way  to  he l l ,  go ing  down to  the  chambe r s  o f  de a th .’  
Proverbs 5,  7.  Read these chapter s ,  and,  in connect ion  
with them, Job 20:11–14; 1 Corinthians 6:15–20; 1 Thessalonians  
4:2–5; Hebrews 13:4; Revelation 21:8.

The re  i s  a l s o  a no th e r  f o r m  wh i ch  t h e  co r r up t i on  
of  our nature assumes,  and which the apost le ca l l s  ‘ the  
dece i t fu lne s s  o f  s in ’ .  ‘Exhor t  one  ano the r  da i l y,  l e s t  
a ny  o f  yo u  b e  h a rd e n e d  t h ro u g h  t h e  d e c e i t f u l n e s s  
of  s in .’ Decei t fu lness  i s  not  only one of  the character- 
i s t i c s  o f  s in ,  but  i s  i t s  mos t  dangerous  one ;  and none  
are so much in danger of  being imposed upon by i t  a s 
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t h e  young ;  no r  a re  t h ey  a t  a ny  p e r i od  o f  you th  s o  
mu c h  s o  a s  w h e n  j u s t  e n t e r i n g  u p o n  i t .  Yo u  h ave  
never,  perhaps,  looked upon i t  suf f ic ient ly in this  view  
o f  i t .  You may have  dwel t  upon i t s  exceed ing  s in fu l - 
nes s ,  but  i t s  dece i t fu lnes s  has  e scaped you.  Yet  th i s  i s  
what  you have  ch ie f ly  to  guard  aga in s t .  S in  i s  a  mos t  
cunning and ar t fu l  foe.  Observe what  pa ins  i t  takes  to  
d i sgui se  i t se l f ,  and concea l  i t s  h ideous  nature.  I t  does  
not appear in its own proper and genuine dress, nor call  
i t s e l f  by  i t s  own  p rope r  n ame.  I t  pu t s  t h e  ma s k  o f  
v i r t u e  upon  i t s  f a c e ,  a nd  w r a p s  i t s e l f  i n  t h e  c l o a k  
o f  d i s s imula t ion ,  by  ca l l ing  v ice s  v i r tue s ,  and v i r tue s  
v ices :  thus  excess  and intemperance are ca l led a  socia l  
disposition and good fellowship; prodigality is l iberality;  
p r ide  and re sentment  a re  honour,  sp i r i t ,  and d ign i ty ;  
l i cent ious  l ev i ty  i s  innocent  l iber ty  and cheer fu lnes s ;  
l y i n g  a r t i f i c e  i s  s k i l l  i n  bu s i n e s s ;  s o rd i d  ava r i c e  i s  
f r uga l i t y.  V i r tue  mee t s  w i th  the  oppo s i t e  t re a tmen t ,  
and is a lways cal led by some disgusting or contemptible  
name. True rel ig ion i s  sour pur i tanism, or hypocr i t ica l  
cant ;  tender nes s  o f  consc ience i s  nar rowness  o f  mind;  
zea l  fo r  t r u th  i s  b igo t r y.  Now,  my young f r i ends ,  do  
not be imposed upon by such shal low ar t i f ices as these:  
recognise in such attempts, a wicked and dar ing attempt  
to  confound a l l  mora l  d i s t inc t ions ,  which mus t  br ing  
down the woe denounced aga ins t  those  ‘who ca l l  ev i l  
g o o d ,  a n d  g o o d  e v i l ’ .  D i s d a i n  t h i s  c a j o l e r y,  t h i s  
at tempt to impose upon your under standing, by merely  
chang ing the names  of  th ings ,  whi le  the th ings  them- 
s e lve s  rema in  the  s ame.  Cons ide r  tha t  no t  on ly  your  
moral ,  but your inte l lectual  nature,  i s  insul ted by such  
a  f e eb l e  e f f o r t  t o  m i s l e ad  i t .  Take  i t  w i t h  you  a s  a  
m a x i m  o f  g r e a t  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  r e m e m b e r ,  t h a t  t h e 
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gene r a l i t y  o f  men  a re  more  gove r ned  by  word s  and  
names than by things,  and never more so than in ques- 
tions of vir tue or vice. Do you endeavour to be governed  
by things, and not by names.

And then ,  in  t r ac ing  the  dece i t fu lne s s  o f  s in ,  mark  
the  excuse s  i t  makes  for  i t s e l f ;  the  in sens ible  deg ree s  
by  which i t  l eads  the  s inner  on in  h i s  cour se :  a t  f i r s t  
tempt ing to l i t t le  s ins ,  thus  prepar ing him for  g rea ter  
one s ;  a t  f i r s t  u r g i ng  on l y  t o  s i ng l e  s i n s ,  a f t e rwa rd s  
so l i c i t ing  a  repe t i t ion ;  a t  f i r s t  a sk ing  fo r  s ec re t  s in s ,  
soon emboldening him to open ones ;  a t  f i r s t  a l lowing  
h im to s in  in  decent  company,  a t  l ength drawing h im  
i n to  t h e  s o c i e t y  o f  t h e  no to r i ou s l y  w i cked ;  a t  f i r s t  
a l lowing  h im to  blu sh ,  then making  h im g lor y  in  h i s  
s h ame ;  a t  f i r s t  l e av i ng  h im  con t en t  t o  s i n  h im s e l f ,  
t h e n  p ro m p t i n g  h i m  o n  t o  t e m p t  o t h e r s ;  a t  f i r s t  
t e l l i ng  h im tha t  i f  he  doe s  no t  choo se  to  go  on ,  he  
c a n  s oon  a nd  e a s i l y  r e t r a c e  h i s  s t e p s ,  t h en  cu t t i n g  
o f f  h i s  re t rea t  by  invo lv ing  h im in  such a  complex i ty  
o f  t r an sg re s s ion ,  tha t  he  f ee l s  i t  a lmos t  nece s s a r y  to  
g o  f o r wa rd ,  a d d i n g  s i n  t o  s i n ;  a t  f i r s t  t e l l i n g  h i m  
repentance i s  too soon,  because  h i s  s ins  have hi ther to  
been so t r iv ia l ;  then sugges t ing i t  i s  too la te,  because  
they  have  been  so  g rea t ;  a t  f i r s t  a s su r ing  h im God i s  
too lenient to notice his beginnings of sin, then declar ing  
tha t  he  i s  too jus t  to  forg ive  h i s  c r imes ;  thus  by per- 
petual, though ever-varying delusions, leading him into,  
and keeping him, in the path of  t ransg res s ion.  Such i s  
the hor r id nature of sin: a hor r id, practical l ie; a deadly  
d e c e i t ;  t h e  g re a t e s t  impo s t u re  i n  t h e  un ive r s e ;  t h e  
roos t  des t ruct ive f raud ever  per petra ted in the wor ld ’s  
h i s tor y.  And you,  young men,  are  the se lected vict ims  
o f  i t s  wi le s .  The a rch-dece iver  i s  more  in tent  on you 
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than on any other s .  There  the  s i ren  s i t s  on the  rocks  
o f  the  sea  which you a re  ju s t  enter ing ,  sending for th  
her dulcet but deadly s tra ins ,  enraptur ing you for your  
destruct ion; making you wil l ing to be wrecked, and to  
die in her fatal arms.

Yo u r  i n e x p e r i e n c e  e n d a n g e r s  yo u .  L i f e  i s  a n  u n - 
t rodden pa th .  You are  on ly  ju s t  beg inning to  l ive ;  i t s  
d i f f i cu l t i e s ,  danger s ,  tempta t ions ,  a re  a l l  new to  you.  
You are ignorant to a considerable extent of the machi- 
nations of Satan, the wiles of the world, and the devices  
o f  yo u r  ow n  h e a r t .  Yo u  a r e  i g n o r a n t  o f  yo u r  ow n  
ignorance; and know not your own weakness and insta- 
b i l i ty.  You have  h i ther to  been in  some measure  she l - 
tered in pr ivate ;  now you are to be exposed in publ ic.  
For ms of  iniquity,  of  which hi ther to you were happi ly  
ignorant ,  wi l l  r i se  up wi th  f a sc ina t ing  appearances  in  
your  pa th .  Scene s  neve r  an t i c ip a t ed  by  you ,  and  fo r  
which there fore  you can make no spec ia l  prepara t ion,  
wi l l  open before you,  and ere you are aware draw you  
by their  specious a t t ract ions into temptat ion.  Assaul t s ,  
sudden  and  a l toge the r  new,  w i l l  be  made  upon  your  
pr inc ip le s ,  a lmost  before  you can have t ime to buckle  
on  your  a r mour.  And  wha t  w i l l  g re a t l y  inc re a s e  the  
danger  i s  your  own se l f -conf idence,  ra shnes s ,  and im- 
p e t u o s i t y.  Yo u  g ive  yo u r s e l ve s  c r e d i t  f o r  a  d e g re e  
of sagacity to detect, resolution to vanquish, and power  
to overcome, evil ,  which you do not real ly possess.  You  
r u s h  i n  w h e re  o t h e r s ,  p o s s e s s i n g  m o re  k n ow l e d g e ,  
c a u t i o n ,  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e ,  wo u l d  f e a r  t o  t r e a d ;  yo u  
advance boldly to a contest from which it would be your  
wisdom to re t i re ;  and you are  ready to resent  a  suspi- 
c ion  o f  your  be ing  in  dange r,  a s  a  d i sp a r agement  o f  
your strength of mind, pur ity of hear t,  and resoluteness 
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of  pur pose.  You are  there fore  l ike ly  to  a f ford another  
p roo f  and  examp le  th a t  ‘ he  who  l e ane th  to  h i s  own  
under standing, and trusteth to his own hear t,  i s  a fool’ .  
Show me  a  young  man  s e t t i ng  ou t  i n  l i f e  w i th  h i gh  
notions of his own sagacity, vir tue, resoluteness of wil l ,  
and inf lexibi l i ty of  pur pose,  and there,  without a  pro- 
phet’s inspiration, I can foretell, will be a sad illustration  
o f  t h e  S c r i p t u r e  w h i c h  d e c l a r e s  t h a t  ‘ p r i d e  g o e t h  
before destruction, and a haughty spir it before a fall.’

Then  t h e re  a re  d ange r s  f rom  t h e  co r r up t  s t a t e  o f  
s o c i e t y.  Wi th  s u ch  he a r t s  a s  you r s ,  t h e re  i s ,  i n  t h e  
b e s t  s t a t e  o f  p u b l i c  m o r a l s ,  w i c ke d n e s s  e n o u g h  t o  
cons t i tute  jus t  g round for  a la r m and for  watchfu lnes s .  
I t  m ay  n o t  b e  t h a t  yo u r  c o u n t r y  i s  wo r s e  t h a n  a l l  
other s ,  or  your t imes more prof l igate,  I  think they are  
no t ;  bu t  i t  i s  e nough  t o  know th a t  t h e  a bound ing s  
o f  in iqu i ty,  and  the  over f lowing s  o f  ungod l ine s s ,  a re  
such a s  to  make a l l  who have any regard  for  youthfu l  
p u r i t y  a f r a i d .  T h e  u n d o u b t e d  f a c t  o f  t h e  g row i n g  
p reva l ence  o f  i n f i de l i t y  in  i t s  mos t  s educ t ive  fo r ms ;  
t h e  mu l t i p l i c a t i on ,  a s  by  a  f r e s h  i n s p i r a t i on  o f  t h e  
wisdom from beneath, of al l  kinds of s inful indulgence;  
the  increa s ing desecra t ion of  the  Sabbath ;  the  endle s s  
new s t imu l an t s  to  wor ld l y  p l e a su re,  the  demora l i s ed  
s tate of  the publ ic press ,  the new and ostentat ious zeal  
and  sp read  o f  Poper y :  a l l  combine  to  load  the  mora l  
a tmosphere with the pes t i lence that  walks  in darkness ,  
and to send for th the des truct ion that  wastes  a t  noon- 
d ay.  N eve r  we r e  t h e r e  s o  m a ny  m a l i g n  i n f l u e n c e s  
c omb in i ng  a nd  con s p i r i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  re l i g i on  a nd  
v i r t u e  o f  ou r  young  men  a s  now ;  a nd  n eve r  wa s  i t  
m o re  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e m  t o  b e  a ro u s e d  t o  a  s e n s e  
o f  t h e i r  d a n g e r ,  a n d  t o  b e  p u t  u p o n  t h e i r  g u a r d . 
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Young men,  the  wor ld  i s  fu l l  o f  t empta t ion s ;  and  i t s  
inhab i t ant s  a re  d iv ided be tween the  tempter s  and the  
tempted. Buckle on your ar mour,  for you wil l  need i t ;  
the helmet the breastplate,  the g reaves,  the shield.  The  
enemies are lurking around, the ambush is laid, the aim  
i s  t aken ,  the  a r row i s  f i t t ed  to  the  s t r ing ,  the  bow i s  
bent.  Beware: there are evi l  companions to be avoided.  
What says  the Scr ipture,  The companion of  fool s  sha l l  
be destroyed. I repeat what I have said, the workhouse,  
the  lunat ic  a sy lum, the pr i son,  the  hulks ,  the  convic t  
ship,  the gal lows,  the bottomless  pi t ,  a l l ,  a l l ,  a t tes t  the  
truth of this ,  by the mil l ions they have swallowed up in  
t h e i r  j aw s  o f  d e s t r u c t i o n .  E v i l  c o m p a n i o n s h i p  h a s  
r u ined  more  cha rac te r s ,  more  fo r tune s ,  more  bod ie s ,  
and more souls,  than almost anything else that could be  
n amed .  Th i s  i s  one  o f  you r  f i r s t  a nd  mo s t  p re s s i n g  
danger s .  I t  wi l l  meet  you the  ver y  next  day a f te r  you  
h ave  en t e red  i n to  l i f e .  Man  i s  a  g re g a r i ou s  an ima l ;  
he i s  made for  society,  and wi l l  have i t ,  and the socia l  
ins t inct  i s  s t ronges t  in youth.  Beware,  then,  I  implore  
you, to whom you g ive your company, and whose com- 
p a n y  yo u  a c c e p t  i n  r e t u r n .  Yo u  m u s t  t a k e  yo u r  
charac ter,  to  a  cer ta in  extent ,  f rom your  companions .  
Your companions  wi l l  seek to s tamp their  image upon  
you,  and that  a t  a  t ime of  l i fe  when your mind i s  in a  
s t a t e  to  rece ive  the  impre s s ion ;  and  i f  they  d id  no t ,  
you would  in sens ibly,  perhaps  de s igned ly,  copy i t .  As  
water s ,  however pure when they i s sue from the spr ing,  
t ake  the  co lour  o f  the  so i l  th rough which  they  f low;  
a s  an ima l s ,  t r an spo r t ed  f rom one  reg ion  to  ano the r,  
lose  something of  the i r  for mer habi t s ,  and degenera te  
by  l i t t l e  a nd  l i t t l e ;  s o  c h a r a c t e r  a s s im i l a t e s  t o  t h a t  
wh i ch  su r round s  i t .  You  may  be  fo rced  to  h ave  b ad 
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connexions,  bad acquaintances,  for perhaps you cannot  
avoid them; but you need not, and for your soul’s  sake,  
and  fo r  the  s ake  o f  eve r y th ing  dea r  to  you ,  do  no t ,  
h ave  b a d  c o m p a n i o n s .  M e n  w h o  s c o f f  a t  r e l i g i o n ,  
r id icule the godly,  who make l ight  of  s in and laugh at  
conscience, who are lewd in their actions, or obscene in  
their  conver sat ion,  who are Sabbath-breaker s ,  who are  
love r s  o f  p l e a su re  more  than  love r s  o f  God ,  who a re  
ex t r avag an t  i n  t he i r  h ab i t s  and  l oo s e  i n  t he i r  mor a l  
pr inciples, these are the fools of whom Solomon speaks,  
who wil l  br ing their  own destruct ion upon you, i f  you  
do not avoid them.

W i t h  m u c h  t h e  s a m e  e m p h a s i s  d o  I  w a r n  yo u  
against bad books, the inf idel and immoral publications  
of  which such a turbid deluge i s  now f lowing from the  
pre s s ,  and depos i t ing  on the  l and a  so i l  in  which the  
seeds  of  a l l  ev i l  g row with rank luxur iance.  In f ide l i ty  
and  immora l i t y  have  s e i zed  upon f i c t ion  and  poe t r y,  
and a re  endeavour ing to  pre s s  in to  the i r  se r v ice  even  
s c i en c e  and  t h e  a r t s .  Bu t  b e s i d e s  t h e s e ,  book s  t h a t  
in f lame the imag inat ion and cor rupt  the ta s te,  that  by  
their  exci tement unf i t  the mind for  the sober  rea l i t ie s  
o f  l i fe,  or  that  indi spose  i t  by ever la s t ing laughter  for  
w h a t  i s  g r ave  s e r i o u s  a n d  d i g n i f i e d ,  a r e  a l l  t o  b e  
avo ided .  I n  s ome  re s pe c t s  b ad  book s  a re  more  m i s - 
c h i evou s  t h an  b ad  compan i on s ,  s i n c e  t h ey  a re  s t i l l  
more  acces s ible,  and more  cons tant ly  wi th  us ;  can be  
more secre t ly  consu l ted ,  and lodge the i r  poi son more  
ab i d ing l y  i n  t he  imag in a t i on ,  t he  i n t e l l e c t ,  and  the  
he a r t .  A  bad  book  i s  a  b ad  compan ion  o f  t he  wor s t  
k i nd ,  and  p rep a re s  f o r  b ad  compan ion s  o f  a l l  o t he r  
kinds.

There  a re  bad  p l ace s ,  a l so,  which  endanger  you ,  a s 



52 works of john angell james volume v 

wel l  a s  bad companions  and bad books ;  where,  i f  you  
have not  a l ready for med bad companionships ,  you are  
su re  to  f ind  them.  A l l  the se  a re  the  avenues  to  r u in ;  
the  wide ga te s  tha t  open into the way of  des t r uct ion.  
Many who have been kept out of the way of these places  
a t  home,  on  en te r ing  l i f e  have  indu lged ,  in  the  f i r s t  
instance, rather a prur ient cur iosity than an incl ination  
to s in,  and have thought they would go once to them,  
jus t  to see what  they are,  and whether  there i s  a l l  the  
h a r m tha t  h a s  been  rep re s en t ed .  Fa t a l  cu r io s i t y !  Oh  
that  once,  that  f i r s t  wrong s tep,  that  s l ip  of f  f rom the  
summit  down the inc l ine  p lane !  The door  o f  ev i l  was  
opened,  never again to be c losed.  Never t rus t  your se l f  
even once in a place where you would not feel justi f ied  
in going habitual ly. Never go even once, where you are  
sure  you would not  be  fo l lowed wi th the approbat ion  
o f  you r  f a the r,  you r  con s c i ence,  and  your  God ,  and  
from which you would not be willing to go immediately  
to the judgement-seat  of  Chr i s t .  In i l lus t ra t ion of  the  
d a ng e r  o f  a  s i n g l e  v i s i t  t o  a n  a n t i - Ch r i s t i a n  s c e n e  
of  amusement,  I  may here repeat the f act  which I have  
g iven in  another  publ ica t ion ,  o f  one o f  the  pr imi t ive  
Chr ist ians,  who for a long t ime resisted the impor tuni- 
t i e s  o f  a  f r i e n d  t h a t  i nv i t e d  h i m  t o  w i t n e s s  t h e  
g l ad i a to r i a l  f i gh t s  in  the  amph i thea t re.  A t  l eng th  he  
was subdued, but determined that he would sit  with his  
eyes closed, and thus quiet his own conscience, while he  
y ie lded  to  the  so l i c i t a t ions  o f  h i s  f r i end .  An unusua l  
shout of  applause which fol lowed some display of  ski l l  
or  courage,  exc i ted hi s  cur ios i ty.  He opened hi s  eyes ,  
he  wa s  in t e re s t ed ,  cou ld  no t  c lo se  them aga in ,  went  
again voluntar i ly,  became a constant  and eager at tend- 
an t ,  abandoned  Chr i s t i an i t y,  and  d i ed  a  pagan .  How 
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many more have been vict ims to one vis i t  to forbidden  
places.

I  men t i on  a l s o  b ad  h ab i t s ,  h a b i t s  o f  e x t r ava g an c e  
in the way of  apparel ,  or naments ,  and pleasure-taking.  
A love of  gay per sonal  appearance,  and sensual  g rat i f i- 
cat ion, leads to expense; and as extravagance must have  
resources ,  i f  honesty and industr y cannot supply them,  
d i shone s t y  w i l l  c re a t e  them.  Be  f r uga l ,  e conomica l ,  
prudent. Beg in l i fe with a determination to l ive within  
your income. Have no needless ar ti f icial want. Dispense  
wi th the c igar.  Young men have of ten involved them- 
se lves  in debt  and consequent  di sg race by thi s  indulg- 
ence; besides it is costly in itself , excites an appetite for  
l iquor, leads to evil company and evil places, and intro- 
duces other expenses and other habits.

Nex t  I  no t i c e  t h e  l ove  o f  p l e a s u re .  He re  a g a i n  i s  
danger,  imminent danger.  Do you remember the words  
o f  So lomon on th i s  sub jec t ?  ‘He tha t  love th  p lea sure  
sha l l  be  a  poor  man.’ Never  was  there  more  occa s ion  
for  sounding th i s  in  the  ear s  o f  the  publ ic,  than now.  
Men were  never  more  bent  upon p lea sure,  and  never  
had oppor tunit ies  for enjoyment so much at  command.  
I t  i s  a  proof  o f  human deprav i ty  tha t  sc ience  and the  
ar ts never confer a benef it on society, but man’s wicked- 
n e s s  t u r n s  i t  i n t o  a  me an s  o f  s i nn i n g  a g a i n s t  God .  
What an incent ive to Sabbath-breaking has  the ra i lway  
s y s t em  p roved !  The  s anc t i t y  o f  t h e  Lo rd ’s  d ay  i s  i n  
d ange r  o f  b e i ng  t r amp l ed  down  by  t h e  unho l y  f oo t  
o f  p lea sure.  Sunday excur s ion t ra ins  have become not  
only a snare and temptation to multi tudes, but a source  
o f  annoyance  t o  t h e  qu i e t  and  god l y  i nh ab i t an t s  o f  
s eve r a l  p l a ce s  on  the  l i ne s  o f  ou r  r a i lway s .  Bu t  i t  i s  
not  th i s  on ly ;  invent ion i s  r acked by those  who ca ter 
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fo r  the  publ i c  t a s t e  to  f ind  new p l e a su re s ,  and  f re sh  
g rat i f icat ions of sense and appeti te.  High and low, r ich  
and poor,  young and old,  are a l l  hunger ing and thir s t- 
ing a f ter  p lea sure,  a s  i f  th i s  wor ld was  g iven to us  for  
no other purpose than to be a play-g round for its  inha- 
b i t an t s :  t he  mu l t i t ude s  a re  r u sh ing  a f t e r  i t  w i th  the  
a thei s t ic  l anguage which the apost le  puts  into the l ips  
o f  those  who deny the  re sur rec t ion o f  the  dead :  ‘Le t  
u s  ea t  and  d r ink ,  fo r  tomor row we d ie.’ Young  men,  
I  do not wish to deny you pleasure,  but only say,  let  i t  
be intel lectual  and spir i tual ,  rather than sensual ; ,  indi- 
v i d u a l  a n d  p r i v a t e ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  s o c i a l  a n d  p u b l i c  
economical ,  rather than expensive; an occasional recre- 
a t ion ,  and  no t  an  hab i tua l  pur su i t ;  and  such  a s  sha l l  
r a ther  f i t  than d i squa l i fy  you for  the  bus ine s s  o f  l i f e.  
No man wi l l  le s s  enjoy p leasure than he who l ives  for  
and upon it; and paradoxical as it may appear, it is true,  
t he  way  to  en joy  p l e a su re  i s  no t  to  i ndu lge  in  i t  t o  
excess ,  but ever to par take of i t  in moderat ion. Honey,  
and other  lusc ious  sweet s ,  wi l l  do to ta s te,  but  not  to  
l ive  o r  f e a s t  upon .  Cypr i an  beau t i fu l l y  remark s ,  tha t  
‘ the g reates t  p leasure i s  to have conquered pleasure’ .  I  
repeat  the impress ive proverb,  ‘He that  loveth pleasure  
shal l  be a poor man’; for i t  i s  an expensive taste, which  
g rows ,  l i ke  eve r y  o the r,  by  indu lgence.  I t  w i l l  make  
you poor in youth, poor in manhood, poor in old age;  
and this i s  a pover ty which no one wil l  pity, or be for- 
ward to relieve.

I I I .  I  w i l l  n ow  l ay  b e f o r e  yo u  t h e  s t a t e  o f  m i n d  
which bef its you in this cr itical juncture of your history.  
I  del iberate ly se lect  this  phrase,  cr i t ica l  juncture.  I t  i s ,  
w h e t h e r  yo u  t h i n k  s o  o r  n o t ,  m o s t  c r i t i c a l ;  a n d  
something will be gained by this chapter, if it only br ing 
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you in sober  ser iousness  to respond to the expres s ion,  
and  s ay,  ‘Ye s ,  I  am now in  the  c r i s i s  o f  my tempora l  
and eternal destiny, and I own it, feel it, and will reflect  
upon it ’ .  Indeed, this ,  I  wil l  confess ,  i s  my main object  
and my chief  hope in thi s  volume. I  have not  touched  
upon controver sy,  as  I  have a lready int imated, nor i s  i t  
my aim to suggest  or supply topics  of  abstract  thought  
or  specu la t ive  inqui r y ;  ne i ther  i s  i t  my pur pose,  i f  i t  
were in my power, to g rat i fy your cur iosi ty by novelty,  
your imag ination by taste,  nor your love of controver sy  
by log ic.  Time i s  too shor t ,  l i f e  too impor tant ,  to  be  
a l l  spent  upon such th ings .  I  have other  pur poses  and  
a ims :  I  want  to  make you se r ious ly  re f l ec t  upon your  
l i f e  and  condi t ion ,  your  charac te r  and  conduct ,  your  
present and future means and plans of action, usefulness,  
and happiness .  I  am ambit ious  to cheek the levi ty and  
thought lessness  with which so many are enter ing upon  
t he  mos t  momen tou s  pe r iod  o f  t he i r  ex i s t ence :  and  
without producing an unnatura l  g ravi ty or  g loom, and  
wi thout  ex t ingu i sh ing  the  joyousne s s ,  happ ine s s ,  and  
buoyancy of  youth,  s t i l l  to  make you deeply  fee l  how  
solemn and eventful  i s  the per iod of enter ing l i fe.  Re- 
member,  that  as  the power of  re f lect ion increases  with  
your  yea r s ,  s o  the  hab i t  shou ld  s t reng then  a l so ;  and  
that  i f  i t  should have awakened so lemn thought fu lnes s  
to consider that you were about to enter l i fe,  i t  should  
excite no less apprehensiveness to consider that you have  
actual ly s tar ted in the eventful  race.  And this  thought- 
fulness should embrace some specif ic subjects, take some  
prac t i ca l  fo r m and d i rec t ion ,  and  induce  some ac t ive  
habi t s .  Nothing can be le s s  l ike ly  to be ser v iceable  to  
you than  a  d reamy pens ivene s s ,  a  moody and  morb id  
f ancy, and a disposi t ion to speculate upon poss ibi l i t ies , 
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and spend in imagining situations in life that time which  
should be employed in meeting your real condition. The  
thought fu lnes s  tha t  I  inculca te  i s  not  tha t  which sup- 
p lant s  act ion,  but  prepares  i t ,  inc i te s  to i t ,  and guides  
in safety through it.

I  w i l l  now t ake  up,  and  p l ace  be fo re  you ,  the  on ly  
specia l  d i rect ion which the apost le  Paul  lays  down for  
the guidance of  your conduct ,  ‘Young men,  exhor t  to  
be  sober-minded ’ .  The ver y  in junc t ion suppose s  tha t  
this is  a state of mind, not only peculiarly necessary for  
young  men ,  bu t  in  which  they  a re  u sua l l y  de f i c i en t .  
Now, do not  be a lar med at  the expres s ion,  and ‘ recoi l  
from it as from something which could come only from,  
and i s  su i t able  on ly  to,  o ld  t ime-wor n peop le,  whose  
fee l ings  are  dr ied up into a  k ind of  cold and s t i f fened  
prudence, which they wish to have reputed as  wisdom;  
persons who, having suffered the extinction of all vivacity  
in themselves,  envy the young for possess ing what they  
have los t .  A dul l ,  heavy,  sp i r i t l e s s ,  for mal ,  and ca lcu- 
l a t i n g  t h i n g ;  a lmo s t  mech an i c a l  i n  a l l  pu r s u i t s  a nd  
in te re s t s ;  the  type  o f  a  per son nar row in  h i s  not ions ,  
p lodding in  h i s  opera t ions ,  g loomy in  h i s  a spec t ,  and  
p l aced  whol ly  out  o f  sympathy wi th  ever y  th ing  par- 
taking of ardour, sensibi l i ty, adventure, and enthusiasm,  
and at  the same t ime taking g reat  credi t  to himsel f  for  
a l l  th i s .  No,  we may be qui te  sure  tha t  Paul ’s  “ sober- 
minded young men”, were not to be examples of a sapient  
formali ty,  of  a creeping prudence, of extinguished pas- 
s ion, of a cold aver s ion to animated interests ,  in shor t ,  
no t  ex amp l e s  o f  t he  nega t i on  o f  eve r y  th ing  th a t  i s  
re a l l y  g r a c e fu l  and  exce l l en t  i n  you th .’ *  Wha t  t hen  
d i d  h e  m e a n ?  W h a t  i s  s o b r i e t y  o f  m i n d ?  T h e  p re -

* Foster’s Lecture upon Sober-Mindedness.
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dominance of true re l ig ion and sound reason over vice  
and fo l ly,  temper  and f ancy,  imag ina t ion and pa s s ion,  
ab su rd i t y  and  ex t r avagance.  I t  i s ,  i n  sho r t ,  the  ma s - 
tery of the imag ination by the judgement. Imag ination,  
in  the  minor i t y  o f  re a son ,  i s  the  regen t  o f  the  sou l .  
Almost everything is looked at, judged of , and ruled by,  
thi s  misca lculat ing f acul ty,  and i s  rendered much more  
dangerous  by  the  a rdour  o f  pa s s ion .  Things  thus  seen  
through a wrong medium are distor ted and discoloured.  
Ev i l s  and danger s  which a re  seen by other  eyes  in  a l l  
the i r  magni tude o f  mi sch ie f ,  appear  to  the  young ( i f ,  
indeed they appear  a t  a l l )  reduced to  a lmos t  inv i s ible  
spots ;  while l i t t le matter s of real  or supposed good, are  
swe l l ed  ou t  o f  a l l  p ropor t ion ,  and  ador ned  wi th  the  
br ightest hues with which f ancy can invest them. Hope,  
untutored  and unchecked by  knowledge  o f  the  wor ld  
and exper ience,  i s  ever  bui ld ing cas t le s  in the a i r,  and  
t re a t ing  a s  ce r t a in t i e s  wha t  a l l  o the r s  pe rce ive  to  be  
improbabi l i t i e s .  Sobr ie ty  o f  mind i s  rea son a r r ived a t  
i t s  ma jor i ty  and s anc t i f i ed  by  re l ig ion ,  a scending  the  
throne of  the soul  to take ‘ the sceptre out of  the hand  
o f  imag in a t i on .  I t  mean s  t h e  c ap a c i t y  o f  f o r m ing  a  
r ight  es t imate of  things as  they rea l ly are.  This ,  young  
men, is what you need, but of which persons of your age  
are often lamentably dest i tute.  But I  wi l l  se lect  one or  
two subjects which sobr iety of mind will especially br ing  
under  cons idera t ion,  and of  which i t  wi l l  l ead you to  
form correct ideas.

It  wil l ,  above al l  things, lead you to a ser ious and de- 
vout considerat ion of the supreme end of l i fe.  I  say the  
supreme, the chief  end of human existence; s ince there  
are many subordinate ones ar i s ing out of our numerous  
and complex re la t ions .  Pause and ponder thi s  quest ion 
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then ,  ‘Wha t  i s  t he  sup reme  end  o f  ex i s t ence ? ’ Mark  
well the subject; it  is  not what are al l  the ends of exist- 
ence, but what is  the supreme one, l i fe’s  g reat business,  
the one thing needful, which being accomplished, what- 
ever else we have missed, we sti l l  have not lived in vain;  
but which not having secured, we have lived in vain, gain  
whatever else we may. What, I say, i s  your er rand, your  
object?  Surely,  surely,  i f  anything be wor thy the at ten- 
t ion of a l iving, rat ional creature, i t  must be the object  
of l i fe: and if at any time, at the beg inning of l i fe. Pro- 
ceed not another hour, take up no plan, no purpose, no  
pur suit ,  t i l l  you have sett led the quest ion, ‘What i s  the  
supreme end of  l i fe? ’ Whatever  i t  be,  i t  must  combine  
a l l  the fo l lowing character i s t ic s ;  i t  must  be something  
lawful,  which God and your conscience approve; some- 
thing appropr iate to your character  and circumstances ,  
and to al l  the chang ing scenes of l i fe; something attain- 
a b l e ;  s ome th i n g  wo r t hy  you r  e x i s t e n c e ;  s o me th i n g  
adapted to sat i s fy the des i res  of  an immor ta l  mind and  
make you contented and happy; something which shall aid  
rather than hinder you in accompli shing a l l  the subor- 
dinate ends of existence; something which shall combine  
your present  with your ever la s t ing des t iny;  something,  
in short, which God himself has f ixed upon and proposed  
t o  you ,  a s  h i s  s up reme  end  in  you r  c re a t i on .  I s  no t  
t h i s  t r u e ?  Mu s t  no t  t h e  g re a t  e nd  po s s e s s  a l l  t h e s e  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ?  A n s w e r  m e .  M u s t  i t  n o t ?  A n d  
what,  I  ask, can do this  but true rel ig ion? And it  does.  
Here, then, i s  the g reat end of l i fe,  that rel ig ion which  
l ead s  to  the  s a lva t ion  o f  the  immor ta l  sou l ,  to  g lor y,  
h o n o u r ,  i m m o r t a l i t y,  a n d  e t e r n a l  l i f e .  ‘ C o m p a r e d  
with this, the objects of ear thly ambition, which engage  
t he  a t t en t i on  and  eng ro s s  t he  a f f e c t i on s  o f  many  in 
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publ ic  l i f e,  a re  a l l  va in ,  empty  and unpro f i t able.  The  
eager str ifes and ephemeral victor ies of political leaders;  
the  f eve r i sh  d reams  o f  the  wea l thy  cap i t a l i s t  and  the  
commercia l  adventurer,  seem l i t t le better than toys and  
baubles .  The spor t ive swar ms of  insects  f loat ing in the  
s u n b e a m s  o f  a  s u m m e r  eve n i n g  a p p e a r  t o  b e  a  f i t  
emblem of  our vas t  c i t ie s  and their  busy crowds.’ ‘Be- 
l ieve, then, that the only supreme end wor th l iving for,  
i s  an end which sha l l  endure,  an end which can never  
p e r i s h .  Do  no t  s qu ande r  s o  p re c i ou s  a  boon  a s  l i f e  
upon  s e conda r y  ob j e c t s .  Th row  no t  away  upon  t h e  
per ishing objects of an ear thly ambition, your immortal  
s ou l ,  a  j ewe l ,  c ompa red  w i t h  wh i ch  ‘ t h e  Moun t a i n  
of Light’ ,  the r ichest trophy of our Or iental  conquests ,  
or any nobler product of the diamond mines,  i s  a thing  
of nought.

Sobr ie ty  o f  mind wi l l  l ead  you a l so  to  cons ider  the  
s ho r tne s s  and  unce r t a i n t y  o f  l i f e ,  a nd  t h e  ne ce s s i t y  
of being always prepared to sur render the precious g if t ;  
and  a lways  so  prepared  by  hav ing  secured  tha t  which  
is of the highest importance. The man who has achieved  
the chie f  end,  i s  prepared,  a t  any moment ,  to  g ive up  
in death al l  subordinate ends;  while he who has sought  
on ly  subord ina te  ob jec t s ,  i s  never  ready to  g ive  them  
up. He who has true piety,  however young he may die,  
ha s  e f f ec tua l ly  accompl i shed  the  ch ie f  pur pose  o f  h i s  
c re a t i on ;  wh i l e  h e  who  neg l e c t s  re l i g i on ,  wha t eve r  
of  rank, wealth,  honour,  or even ear thly usefulness ,  he  
may have acquired, and however long he may live to enjoy  
them,  ha s  mi s sed  the  ch ie f  end o f  h i s  be ing ;  and wi l l  
ver y soon look on hi s  l i fe  a s  a  los t  adventure.  Equal ly  
true i s  i t ,  that such a s tate of mind cannot be obtained  
otherwise than by the adoption of the pr inciples neces-
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s a r y  t o  s e cu re  t he  end  o f  l i f e ;  i n  o the r  word s ,  t r ue  
rel ig ion, a strong habitual f aith in the Bible, in God, in  
Chr ist, in Providence, in judgement, in heaven, and hell.  
Fa i th expres ses  i t se l f  not  only in wor ship,  in re l ig ious  
emotions ,  in zea l ,  in a lmsdeeds ,  but  in an enl ightened  
and  t ende r  con s c i en t iou sne s s  bo th  towa rd s  God  and  
man, and in a  sys temat ic and s t rong res tra int  upon the  
passions, fancy, temper, and appetites.

I n  e n t e r i n g ,  t h e n ,  u p o n  l i f e ,  t a ke  r e l i g i o n  w i t h  
you.  Thi s  wi l l  en sure  you the  pro tec t ion  o f  omnipo- 
tence; the guidance of omniscience; the companionship  
of  omnipresence;  the suppl ies  of  a l l-suf f ic iency. I t  wi l l  
f i l l  your intellect with the thoughts of God’s own mind,  
and your soul with the joy of God’s own hear t, and thus  
fu r n i sh  you a t  once  wi th  the  supreme t r u th ,  and  the  
ch i e f  good .  I t  w i l l  s e t  b e f o re  you  t h e  mo s t  p e r f e c t  
ex amp l e s ,  and  the  s t ronge s t  mo t ive s  t o  t he  p r a c t i c e  
o f  ho l ines s  and v i r tue.  I t  wi l l  add the  s anc t i ty  o f  the  
Chr istian to the vir tue of the moral man, and mingle its  
own heavenly pleasures with the pure del ights of ear th.  
I t  w i l l  p re p a re  you  e i t h e r  f o r  s u c c e s s  o r  f a i l u re  i n  
bu s i n e s s ,  a nd  p re s e r ve  you  equ a l l y  f rom  t h e  s n a re s  
o f  prosper i ty  and the  wi ther ing  bla s t s  o f  adver s i ty.  I t  
w i l l  b e  you r  nu r s e  i n  s i c kne s s ,  you r  c ompan i on  i n  
s o l i t ude,  and  you r  p re s e r ve r  am id s t  t he  co r r up t i on s  
of society.  I t  wil l  be your shield against  temptat ions to  
s i n ,  and  the  i n s i d iou s  a t t a ck s  o f  i n f i de l i t y  and  f a l s e  
ph i l o sophy.  I t  w i l l  go  w i t h  you  a c ro s s  t h e  s e a ,  a nd  
dwell with you in a foreign land, if called by Providence  
to leave your nat ive countr y,  or  make you honourable  
and useful member s of the community, i f  you remain at  
home. It wil l  be the guide of your youth, the protector  
o f  your  matured l i fe,  and the prop of  your  o ld age.  I t 
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wi l l  p repa re  you  fo r  e a r l y  dea th ,  o r  f o r  a  mu l t i t ude  
of  year s .  I t  wi l l  smooth the pi l low of  death,  by g iving  
you immor ta l  hopes  amids t  the  d i s so lu t ion o f  na ture,  
will r ise with you from the grave in that day when death  
shal l  be swal lowed up in victory, and having put you in  
pos se s s ion  o f  g lor y,  honour,  immor ta l i ty,  and  e te r na l  
life, will dwell in your soul for ever, as the chief element  
of your heavenly and everlasting felicity.

But  s t i l l  I  would not  forget  tha t  there  a re  th ings  on  
ear th to be attended to as well  as things in heaven: and  
re l i g ion ,  a s  I  have  a l ready  s a id ,  ne i ther  de t ache s  you  
f rom them,  nor  unf i t s  you for  them;  and next  to  th i s  
due  rega rd  to  the  c l a ims  o f  God,  and  a s  a  pa r t  o f  i t ,  
i ndu s t r y  and  d i l i gence  in  bu s ine s s  a re  ind i spen s ab l e.  
Hone s t y  t o  you r  emp loye r s  re qu i re s  t h i s .  You  h ave  
contracted with them, for so much stipend, to g ive them  
your t ime, the f acult ies of your mind, and the members  
a nd  powe r s  o f  you r  body.  Th a t  man  wh o  do e s  n o t  
se r ve  h i s  employer  to  the  be s t  o f  h i s  ab i l i ty  i s ,  to  a l l  
intents and purposes, a thief , not by stealing his master’s  
goods ,  but  h i s  t ime;  and I  would g ive nothing for  h i s  
mor a l  p r inc ip l e  who  c an  de f r aud  h i s  emp loye r  even  
o f  th i s .  I t  i s  not ,  however,  mere ly  in  th i s  l ight  tha t  I  
s p e a k  now  o f  i n du s t r y,  bu t  a s  you r  own  s a f e gu a rd :  
‘For  Sa t an  f inds  some mi sch ie f  s t i l l  fo r  id le  hands  to  
d o ’ .  O u r  i d l e  d ay s  a r e  h i s  bu s y  o n e s .  A n  i n d o l e n t  
young man invites  temptat ion, and wil l  soon become a  
p rey  t o  i t .  The  d i l i g en t  man  i s  t h e  p ro t e c t ed  man .  
Tempta t ion  comes  and  add re s s e s  h im,  bu t  he  i s  p re - 
occup ied ;  he  s ay s ,  ‘ I  am too  bu sy  to  a t t end  to  you ’ .  
Indolence unmans the f acult ies ,  impair s  and debi l i ta tes  
the  who le  in te l l ec tua l  s y s t em.  One  way  or  o the r,  be  
a lway s  emp loyed .  An  id l e  man  i s  the  mos t  mi s e r ab l e 
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of a l l  God’s  creatures ;  a  contradict ion in nature,  where  
noth ing  i s  a t  re s t .  Among a l l  o ther  hab i t s  which  you  
can form, next to rel ig ion, the most valuable i s  a habit  
o f  ac t iv i ty.  Thi s  must  be  acqui red in  youth,  or  never.  
Keep the ethereal f ire of your soul al ive and glowing by  
a c t i on .  No t  on l y  h ave  o c cup a t i on ,  bu t  l ove  i t .  L e t  
your mind take a pleasure and a pr ide in its own action.  
Nature,  i t  i s  sa id,  abhor s  a  vacuum, and i f  nature does  
not, you should.

I V.  L e t  m e  n ow  l a y  b e f o r e  yo u  a  f e w  o p p o s i t e  
extremes, which, in pass ing through l i fe,  i t  i s  necessary  
you should avoid;  and with which,  when jus t  enter ing  
upon i t ,  you should  be  in t imate ly  acqua in ted .  Avoid ,  
then,  on the one hand, a  depress ing sol ic i tude,  and on  
the other,  an ut ter  care le s snes s  and le tharg ic  indi f fer- 
ence, about the future; a disposition to distress the mind  
by the quest ion, ‘How am I to get on?’ or the opposite  
extreme, of a total destitution of al l  forethought or care  
abou t  the  ma t t e r.  The  fo r mer  i s  no t  on l y  a  d i s t r u s t  
o f  Prov idence,  but  i t  de fea t s  i t s  own ends  by  was t ing  
these energ ies  of  mind in useless  care which should be  
employed in  prepara tor y  ac t ion;  whi le  the  l a t te r  ca s t s  
away that par tial prescience which is g iven to us for wise  
and g rac ious  pur pose s .  Be hopefu l ,  but  not  s anguine ;  
moderate, but not indif ferent.  Let your expectat ions be  
suff iciently high to encourage exertion, but not so extra- 
vagant as to bewilder you.

Equa l l y  t o  b e  avo i d ed ,  a s  c onne c t ed  w i t h  t h i s ,  i s  
i no rd ina t e  ambi t ion  to  r i s e  in  l i f e,  and  the  oppos i t e  
e x t reme  o f  t h a t  l ow  and  c re ep i ng  s a t i s f a c t i on  w i t h  
t h i ng s  a s  t h ey  a re ,  wh i ch  i s  r a t h e r  t h e  re s u l t  o f  a n  
indolent and abject mind, than of a contented one. The  
deter minat ion by any and by a l l  means  to get  on,  and 
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the lazy disposi t ion to make no ef for t ,  are equi-dis tant  
f rom mora l  exce l lence.  Deter mine to do for  your  jus t  
a d va n c e m e n t  a l l  t h a t  s k i l l ,  i n d u s t r y,  f r u g a l i t y,  a n d  
honourable pr inciple can accomplish, but nothing more.  
Set out in l i fe thoroughly convinced of the truth of the  
aposto l ic  dec lara t ion,  ‘They that  wi l l  be r ich f a l l  into  
t emp t a t i on  and  a  s n a re ,  a nd  i n t o  many  f oo l i s h  a nd  
hur tful lusts ,  which drown men in destruction and per- 
d i t ion .  For  the  love  o f  money  i s  the  root  o f  a l l  ev i l ,  
which, while some covet after, they have pierced them- 
se lves  through with many sor rows’ .  Young men,  guard  
against this low, sordid, mischievous avar ice, this covet- 
ing  o f  wea l th  fo r  i t s  own sake :  th i s  de te r mina t ion  to  
ge t  i t ,  i f  by  f a i r  mean s ,  we l l ;  i f  no t ,  by  fou l  mean s .  
Beg in your  career  o f  hones t  and honourable  indus t r y,  
w i th  the  poe t ’s  impre s s ive,  s a rca s t i c  aphor i sm be fo re  
yo u r  e ye s ,  ‘ T h a t  l o u d e s t  l a u g h  o f  h e l l ,  t h e  p r i d e  
o f  d y i n g  r i c h ’ .  G u a rd  a g a i n s t  t h e  s e l f - d i f f i d e n c e ,  
distrust, and despondency, which would lead you to form  
too low an opinion of your own capability and resources,  
on the one hand; and on the other, against the compla- 
cent self-reliance, conf idence, and conceit, which would  
l e ad  you  to  th ink  you can  do  ever y th ing .  Whi l e  you  
do not  lean a l together  upon your  own under s tanding,  
and trust  impl ic i t ly to your own hear t ,  remember they  
c an  bo th  do  some th ing  f o r  you ,  and  a re  bo th  to  be  
employed. Star t  upon the journey of l i fe with the con- 
v i c t ion  tha t  you  can ,  by  God’s  he lp  and  ble s s ing ,  do  
something,  yea,  much, for  your se l f .  Have f a i th in God  
f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  and  next  to  th i s ,  have  f a i th  in  your se lve s  
a s  G o d - s u s t a i n e d .  E n t e r  i n t o  t h e  a p o s t l e ’s  wo rd s ,  
ca tch the i r  sp i r i t ,  and imi ta te  the i r  union of  per sona l  
activity and confidence, with dependence on divine help, 
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‘ T h ro u g h  C h r i s t  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  m e ,  I  c a n  d o  a l l  
things’.

Take  heed  aga in s t  f l ex ib i l i t y  o f  p r inc ip l e,  pur pose,  
and character,  in reference to what i s  r ight ,  and obst i- 
n a t e  p e r s eve r a n c e  i n  w h a t  i s  w ro n g .  B e  m a s t e r  o f  
you r s e l f .  Have  a  w i l l  o f  your  own ,  bu t  be  gove r ned  
by  your  own conv ic t ions .  Knowing what  i s  r igh t ,  do  
i t ,  though you stand alone, and though the world laugh  
in  a  chorus .  Pos ses s  that  due deg ree of  mora l  courage  
which,  whi le i t  leaves  you in posses s ion of  t rue shame  
when  do ing  wha t  i s  wrong ,  sha l l  ex t ingu i sh  a l l  f a l s e  
s h ame  in  do ing  wha t  i s  r i gh t .  I t  i s  a  nob l e  s i gh t  t o  
b e h o l d  a  yo u n g  m a n  s t a n d ,  w i t h  h i s  b a c k  a g a i n s t  
the  wa l l  o f  t r u th ,  and ,  wi th  the  sh ie ld  o f  f a i th ,  repe l  
t h e  a r row s  o f  a  mu l t i t ude  o f  a s s a i l a n t s .  Be  an  o ak ,  
no t  an  o s i e r.  L e t  i t  b e  s e en  t h a t  you  c an  re s i s t  t h e  
force of  per suas ion,  the inf luence of  orator y,  the r idi- 
cu l e  o f  t h e  w i t t y,  t h e  s a rc a sms  o f  t h e  s co r n fu l ,  t h e  
c o n t a g i o n  o f  s y m p a t hy  w i t h  t h e  mu l t i t u d e .  I t  i s  a  
g re a t ,  good ,  and  g lo r iou s  th ing ,  t o  be  ab l e  i n  some  
c i r c ums t a n c e s  t o  s ay,  ‘No ’ ;  a nd  t o  s t a nd  by  i t .  On  
the other hand, i t  i s  no les s  g reat ,  good, and glor ious ,  
t o  s ay,  ‘ I  am  wrong ’ ,  when  ch a r g ed  w i t h  a n  e r ro r,  
and convinced tha t  you have  commit ted  i t .  An obs t i - 
nate  per severance in a  bad cour se,  to avoid the shame  
and  humi l i a t ion  o f  con fe s s ing  tha t  you a re  wrong ,  i s  
ne i the r  d i gn i t y  no r  g re a tne s s  o f  m ind ,  bu t  s tubbor n  
imbecility; the obstinacy of a brute.

Avoid equally a total indifference to the good opinion  
of  other s ,  and a craving af ter  admirat ion and applause.  
Seek to be approved ra ther  than to be admired.  Covet  
the esteem of the wise and the good; but do not hunger  
after the indiscr iminate praise of any and everybody. Rather 
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s e e k  t o  b e  e x c e l l e n t ,  t h a n  d e s i r e  t o  b e  t h o u g h t  
so.  To wi sh  to  s t and  we l l  wi th  those  whose  p ra i s e  i s  
v i r tuous ,  i s  l awfu l ;  bu t  to  be  a lway s  anx iou s  fo r  the  
admira t ion  o f  o ther s ,  i s  contempt ib le.  The  fo r mer  i s  
i t s e l f  an  exerc i s e  o f  v i r tue,  the  o the r  i s  mere  van i ty.  
Guard  aga in s t  th i s  van i ty ;  i t  w i l l  make  you  f a r  more  
so l i c i tous  about  p ra i s e  than  pr inc ip le,  and  wi l l ing  to  
sacr ifice the one for the other.

Avo i d  t h e  e x t reme s  o f  c re du l i t y  a nd  s u s p i c i on  i n  
re fe rence  to  mankind ;  o f  t r u s t ing  ever ybody,  a s  i f  a l l  
were worthy of your conf idence; and of trusting nobody,  
a s  i f  a l l  were knaves .  Be caut ious whom you trust ,  but  
do  no t  s uppo s e  t h a t  eve r yone  w i l l  b e t r ay  you .  I t  i s  
we l l  t o  be  re s e r ved ,  bu t  no t  to  be  su sp i c iou s ;  t o  be  
prudent ,  but  not  misanthropic.  On the other  hand,  a s  
the danger of  the young l ies  rather in being too frank,  
open,  and ingenuous ,  than too re t i r ing and exc lus ive,  
s tudy wel l  the character  of  ever y one,  before you g ive  
him your confidence.

V.  Pe r h a p s  I  c a n n o t  d o  b e t t e r  t h a n  a d d  t o  a l l  I  
have  s a id  a  f ew max ims ,  which  may be  cons ide red  a s  
condensing some par ts  of the substance of this  chapter,  
and which, as most easi ly remembered, may be of some  
service to you in your progress through life.

Your  fu ture  h i s tor y  and charac te r  wi l l  be  in  a  g rea t  
measure of your own making, therefore pause and con- 
sider what you will make yourself.

Wha t  you  wou ld  be  i n  f u tu re,  t h a t  b eg in  t o  be  a t  
once; for the future is  not at a g reat distance, but close  
a t  hand:  the moment next to the present i s  the future,  
and the next action helps to make the future character.

Whi l e  you  con su l t  ou r  f r i end s  on  eve r y  impor t an t  
s tep (and this  i s  at  once your duty and your pr ivi lege), 
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rely less  upon them than upon your sel f ;  and ever com- 
b ine  se l f - re l i ance  wi th  dependence  upon God,  whose  
ass istance and blessing come to the help of a man’s own  
industry.

I f  s e t t ing  ou t  in  l i f e  in  the  po s s e s s ion  o f  p rope r ty,  
let  your dependence for success ,  a f ter  a l l ,  be les s  upon  
th i s ,  than upon indus t r y.  Indus t r y  c rea te s  cap i t a l ,  but  
beg inning wi th  cap i ta l  ha s  in  many ca se s  made a  man  
careless and improvident, and destroyed his industry.

Con s i d e r  t h e  impo r t a n c e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  w rong  s t e p.  
That  f i r s t  one leads  to many other s ,  and may be more  
easily avoided than any that follows it.

True re l ig ion (which means the habi tua l  fear  of  God  
and sin), is  your best fr iend for both worlds; multitudes  
owe their a l l  to i t ;  and multitudes more who have been  
ruined by vice, folly, and extravagance, would have been  
saved from them all had they lived in the fear of God.

They who would l ive without re l ig ion would not die  
w i t hou t  i t ;  bu t  t o  en joy  i t s  comfo r t s  i n  d e a th ,  you  
mu s t  s ubmi t  t o  i t s  i n f l u ence  i n  l i f e ;  and  tho s e  who  
would have it in life, should seek it in youth.

The per fect ion of  human character  cons i s t s  o f  p ie ty,  
p r udence,  and knowledge.  Make tha t  noble  t r io  your  
own.

W h a t eve r  s p e c i o u s  a r g u m e n t s  i n f i d e l i t y  m ay  p u t  
fo r th  in  de fence  o f  i t s e l f ,  and  whatever  ob jec t ions  i t  
may br ing aga ins t  Chr i s t i ani ty,  hold f a s t  the Bible  t i l l  
the  in f ide l  can fur ni sh you a  more abundant  ev idence  
o f  t r u th ,  a  be t te r  r u le  o f  l i f e,  a  more  cop ious  source  
o f  con so l a t i on ,  a  s u re r  g round  o f  hope,  and  a  more  
c e r t a i n  a n d  g l o r i o u s  p ro s p e c t  o f  i m m o r t a l i t y.  A n d  
remember  th a t  s p i r i t u a l  re l i g i on  i s  a  be t t e r  de f ence 
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against the seductions of inf idel i ty and f alse philosophy  
than the most powerful or subtle logic.

Enter  upon l i fe  a s  you would wish to re t i re  f rom i t ,  
and  spend t ime on ea r th  a s  you would  wi sh  to  spend  
eternity in heaven.

I  now l e ave  t he  s ub j e c t  f o r  you r  mo s t  d evou t  and  
s e r iou s  re f l e c t ion .  En te r ing  upon  l i f e !  How we igh ty  
t he  ph r a s e,  how momen tou s  the  con s i de r a t i on ,  how  
so l emn the  an t i c ipa t ion !  A hundred  mi l l ion s  pe rhap s  
o f  your  f e l low-crea tu re s  a re  a t  th i s  moment  l ike  you  
enter ing upon l i fe.  What  an in f in i ty  o f  wea l  and woe  
i s  bound  up  in  the  h i s to r y  o f  th a t  va s t  a gg rega t e  o f  
human beings.  But this ,  a l l  thi s ,  i s  of  les s  consequence  
to  you than tha t  one  l i f e  on which you a re  enter ing .  
Fo r  i n  t he  h i s t o r y  o f  ou r  wor l d ,  i n  t he  convu l s i on s  
of  nat ions,  in the revolutions of empires ,  in the s tream  
of  univer sa l  h i s tor y,  yea ,  in the chronic les  of  a l l  other  
worlds than your own, there is less to affect your happi- 
ne s s ,  than  in  tha t  one  l i f e  wh ich  i s  be fo re  you .  You  
a r e  i n  l i f e ;  yo u  c a n n o t  g o  b a c k ;  yo u  mu s t  g o  o n .  
Whe the r  you  s h a l l  e x i s t  o r  no t ,  i s  no t  l e f t  t o  you r  
option; i t  i s  a question sett led; you are in being, never,  
never,  to go out  of  i t .  What  you have to deter mine i s  
(and oh!  what  i s  involved in the deter minat ion! ) ,  how  
existence shal l  be spent by you, and whether i t  shal l  be  
to  you an in f in i te  and e ter na l  ble s s ing ,  or  an  in f in i te  
and  e t e r n a l  cu r s e .  I n  v i ew  o f  s u ch  a  c a re e r,  l e t  me  
with an impor tunity which words are f ar  too feeble to  
exp re s s ,  be s eech  you  to  t ake  up  the  l anguage  o f  the  
passage at  the head of  thi s  chapter,  as  the rule of  your  
conduc t :  ‘ I n  a l l  t hy  way s  a cknowledge  h im ,  and  he  
shall direct thy paths’.
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CHAPTER 3

INDECISION AS TO RELIGION

And E l i j ah  c ame  un t o  a l l  t h e  p e op l e,  and  s a i d ,  How  
long hal t  ye be tween two opinions? I f  the Lord be God,  
f o l l ow  h im :  bu t  i f  B a a l ,  t h e n  f o l l ow  h im .  1  K i n g s  
19:21.

Th e  s c e n e  t o  w h i c h  t h i s  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  J ew i s h  
nar rative refer s,  is  one of the most sublime and im- 

por tant to be found in the whole range of history, being  
no less than the great tr ial between true and false relig ion  
in answer to the chal lenge of El i jah,  which ter minated  
so  g lor ious ly  in  the  comple te  t r iumph of  the  for mer.  
A s t range and a lmos t  incurable  propens i ty  to  ido la t r y  
had ever been evinced by the Israel i t i sh race, obviously  
s p r ing ing  f rom tha t  dep r av i t y  o f  the i r  n a tu re  wh ich  
made  t h em l ong  f o r  d e i t i e s  congen i a l  t o  t h e i r  own  
cor rupted tas te.  The spir i tual i ty and pur i ty of the true  
God offended them. They could not be content with a  
relig ion of which faith was the great pr inciple of action;  
but coveted objects of worship which could be presented  
to  the  s en s e s ,  and  wh ich  wou ld  be  to l e r an t  o f  the i r  
vices .  Among the idol gods of antiquity,  Baal  sustained  
a  d i s t ingu i shed  p l ace.  Such  i s  the  power  o f  example, 
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especial ly when it f al ls in with our cor rupt inclinations,  
that  the Jews,  notwiths tanding the revela t ion they had  
rece ived  f rom God,  and  the  ca re  he  took to  pre se r ve  
them from the abominations of the sur rounding nations,  
o f t e n  f o r s ook  t h e  wo r s h i p  o f  Je hovah  f o r  i do l s ,  o r  
a t t empted  to  incor pora te  ido l a t r y  wi th  Juda i sm.  The  
kingdom of the ten tr ibes  was in thi s  respect  the most  
gu i l t y.  Ahab,  one  o f  the  wickede s t  o f  the  monarch s ,  
had  mar r ied  Jezebe l ,  the  daughte r  o f  the  k ing  o f  the  
Z idon i an s ,  by  whom Baa l  wa s  wor sh ipped .  Through  
the influence of this wicked woman, the worship of Baal  
wa s  d i f f u s ed  to  an  enor mous  ex t en t  in  the  k ingdom  
of  I s rae l .  Agains t  thi s  abominat ion the prophet  El i jah,  
wi th  the  daunt le s s  courage  o f  a  re for mer,  se t  h imse l f  
in determined opposition. After reproving the monarch,  
and rous ing aga ins t  h im the mal igni ty of  Jezebel ,  who  
sought his  destruct ion, he sent a chal lenge to Ahab, to  
put the claims of Baal and Jehovah to a f air and decisive  
t e s t .  In  an  ev i l  hour  fo r  the  c red i t  o f  Baa l  the  cha l - 
l enge was  accepted :  the  dec i s ion was  to  be  sought  by  
each par ty prepar ing a sacr i f ice,  and cal l ing upon their  
God  to  an swer  by  f i re ;  and  the  s cene  o f  con te s t  wa s  
Mount  Car mel .  I t  was  an  augus t  and awfu l  spec tac le ;  
the ques t ion to be deter mined being to whom r ight ly  
belonged the throne of  Deity.  There on one s ide were  
Baal ’s  pr iest s  ar ranged in troops,  to the number of one  
hundred and f i f ty,  pa t roni sed  by the  monarch and h i s  
wife, ful l  of conf idence, and f lushed with hopes of vic- 
to r y.  On the  o the r  appea red  one  man ,  to  the  eye  o f  
sense solitary, unbefr iended, unpatronised, unprotected.  
B u t  t h a t  s o l i t a r y  m a n  wa s  E l i j a h ,  t h e  p ro p h e t  o f  
t h e  L o rd  o f  H o s t s .  S t ro n g  i n  t h e  L o rd  a n d  i n  t h e 
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power of his might; assured of the tr iumph that awaited  
h i m ,  h e  s u r veye d  c a l m  a n d  u n d i s m aye d  t h e  a r r ay  
o f  p r i e s t s ,  the  f rown o f  Ahab,  and  the  ma l ignant  eye  
o f  Je z eb e l  f l a s h i n g  f u r y  a nd  revenge.  Wha t  d i gn i t y  
was  in hi s  looks ,  and what  majes ty in hi s  depor tment !  
The  cong rega ted  thousands  o f  Jewi sh  spec t a to r s  wi t - 
n e s s e d ,  i n  aw fu l  s i l e n c e,  t h e  p rep a r a t i on s .  He aven ,  
with serene conf idence, and hell, with dread and dismay,  
watched a scene, which not only for that occasion, but  
for al l  t ime, was to decide whether Jehovah or Baal was  
the  t r ue  God.  How much was  a t  s t ake ;  what  in tere s t s  
were involved; what a question was to be decided! One  
can  imag ine  a l l  na ture  was  hushed in  dread  su spense ;  
t h a t  t he  wave s  o f  t he  Med i t e r r ane an  c e a s ed  to  ro l l ;  
t h a t  t he  w ind s  o f  he aven  we re  s t i l l ;  t h a t  t he  f o re s t s  
o f  Ca r me l  we re  l i s t en ing .  The  p rophe t  t owa rd s  t h e  
c l o s e  o f  t h e  d ay  p u t  a n  e n d  t o  t h e  s u s p e n s e .  A d - 
vanc ing  to  the  a s s embled  mu l t i t ude  o f  I s r a e l i t e s ,  he  
s a id ,  How long ha l t  ye  be tween two op in ions ?  I f  the  
Lo rd  be  God ,  fo l l ow h im;  i f  Baa l ,  t hen  fo l l ow h im.  
Ye a re  not  ye t  in  convic t ion qui te  a l i ena ted  f rom the  
Lord  God o f  your  f a the r s ,  the  God o f  Abraham,  and  
I s a a c,  and  Ja cob ;  ye t  you r  a l l e g i ance  i s  s h aken ,  and  
you are divided in opinion and practice between Jehovah  
and  Baa l .  Your  i r re so lu t ion  i s  a s  gu i l t y  a s  your  su s - 
pense must be painful; and your indecision is as uncom- 
for table  a s  i t  i s  d i shonourable and wicked.  Ye wor ship  
Ba a l .  I  wor sh ip  God .  I  am he re  to  p rove  wh i ch  ha s  
the r ight fu l  c la im to your fea l ty  and obedience.  Upon  
tha t  which I  now propose  I  wi l l  re s t  the  i s sue  o f  the  
p re s en t  con t e s t .  L e t  e a ch  p a r t y  p rep a re  a  s a c r i f i c e ,  
and  ca l l  upon h i s  God;  and  the  God who answer s  by  
f i r e ,  l e t  h i m  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  t h e  t r u e  G o d .’ Yo u 
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know the sequel ;* and I drop the nar rat ive,  only turn- 
ing back for one moment to dwel l  upon the indecis ion  
of  the people :  they ha l ted between two opinions .  You  
wonder  a t  the i r  indec i s ion ,  and  condemn them wi th  
l anguage  o f  s eve re s t  rep roba t ion ;  and  ve r y  ju s t l y  so.  
Bu t  do  you  no t  i n  t h i s  a l s o  condemn  you r s e l f ?  A re  
not you undecided in a case which, if not so palpable to  
the senses, is no less plain to the judgement.

But  before I  descr ibe the nature,  and pronounce the  
character of  your indecis ion, let  me set  before you the  
opposing par ties in reference to which it  i s  maintained.  
On the  one hand there  i s  the  Lord  God o f  hos t s ,  the  
J e h ova h  o f  t h e  J ew s ,  u n d e r  t h e  f u l l e r  a n d  c l e a r e r  
mani fes ta t ion of  h imse l f  a s  the God and Father  of  our  
Lord  Je su s  Chr i s t ,  the re  a re  h i s  min i s t e r s  demand ing  
the acknowledgment of his claims, and there is presented  
his  service,  the f a i th,  hope, and love of the gospel .  On  
the  o the r  s i de  a re  the  Baa l im  o f  t h i s  a ge,  i n  a l l  t he  
var ious forms under which they are the objects of human  
ido la t r y.  I t  i s  t r ue  you a re  not  ca l l ed ,  inv i ted  or  d i s - 
po s ed ,  t o  bow the  knee  to  i do l s  o f  wood ,  s t one,  o r  
metal, either graven or molten, either in the rude images  
o f  barbarous  wor ship,  or  the g rotesque and monst rous  
creations of Hindu polytheism, or the f ascinating forms  
o f  c l a s s i c  my t h o l og y.  T h e s e ,  h oweve r ,  a r e  n o t  t h e  
on ly  way  in  wh ich  ido l a t r y  may  be  p r ac t i s ed .  Wha t , 

* I n f i d e l  w i t s  h a v e  f l i p p a n t l y  a s k e d ,  ‘ W h e r e  d i d  t h e  p e o p l e  g e t  
t h e  wa t e r  t o  f i l l  t h e  t r e n che s  a t  t h e  c ommand  o f  t h e  p r ophe t ,  s i n c e  
t h e  d r o u g h t  h a d  c a u s e d  a l l  t h e  w a t e r  o f  t h e  l a n d  t o  f a i l ? ’  T h e y  
f o r g e t ,  a s  t h e y  g en e r a l l y  do ,  when  t h e y  o f f e r  s c e p t i c a l  o b s e r v a t i on s ,  
t h e  one  ma in  f a c t  o f  t h e  c a s e ,  t h a t  t h e  s c ene  o f  t h e  con t e s t  wa s  no t  
v e r y  f a r  f r om  t h e  s e a  s ho r e .  [The r e  h a s  a l s o  b e en  d i s c ove r ed  on  t h e  
s p o t  a s s i g n e d  a s  t h e  s c e n e  o f  t h e  m i r a c l e  a  w e l l  w h i c h  n e v e r  f a i l s .  
See Professor Stanley’s Palestine.]
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in f act ,  have ever been the objects  of f a l se wor ship but  
the  ev i l  qua l i t i e s  and  pa s s ions  o f  man’s  f a l l en  na ture,  
v i s i b l e  embod imen t s  o f  h i s  own  l u s t s  a nd  p l e a s u re s  
exa l t ed  to  the  sk ie s ,  to  be  there  seen  inve s ted ,  a s  on  
Olympus of old, with all charms and splendours; or sent  
down to  the  in f e r na l s ,  to  rece ive  the  s t amp o f  the i r  
author i ty  and mal igni ty,  so  to come f rom ei ther  p lace  
w i t h  a  s a n c t i on  and  a  powe r  t o  make  men  w i cked .  
Every one has a God, and if man does not love and wor- 
ship Jehovah, he will make a deity of his own image, and  
th i s  de i ty  cannot  sur pas s  h imse l f .  Survey,  young men,  
the idols which you are cal led upon from many quar ter s  
to worship, and between which and the only l iving and  
t r u e  G o d  ( O  u nu t t e r a b l e  f o l l y  a n d  s i n ! ) ,  yo u  a r e  
he s i t a t i ng .  Among  them,  su s t a i n ing  a  h i gh  p l a c e,  i s  
t h e  i do l  o f  s en su a l i t y,  ‘Tha t  re e l i ng  godde s s  w i th  a  
zoneless waist ’ ,  decked out with al l  that can pollute the  
imag ination, inflame the passions, or excite the propen- 
s i t ies  of  a  youthful  hear t .  Before this  image mult i tudes  
o f  devotees  o f  both sexes  bow the  knee and o f fe r  the  
most cost ly sacr if ices of proper ty, health, pr inciple, and  
repu t a t i on .  Nea r  h e r  i s  t h e  b ew i t ch ing  and  sm i l i ng  
image  o f  wor ld ly  p l e a su re,  w i th  the  sound  o f  mus i c,  
t h e  s o n g ,  a n d  t h e  d a n c e ,  a l l u r i n g  t h e  g i d d y  a n d  
thought le s s  to i t s  org ies ,  and throwing the spe l l  o f  i t s  
f ascinations over the imag ination of mult i tudes who go  
m e r r i l y  t o  t h e i r  r u i n .  M a m m o n ,  t h e  s o rd i d  d e i t y  
o f  wea l th ,  i s  there,  g l i t te r ing  wi th  go ld ,  and o f fe r ing  
r i che s  t o  h i s  e a g e r  f o l l owe r s  a s  t h e  rewa rd  o f  t h e i r  
d i l igent  and f a i th fu l  adherence.  Hi s  l i turgy i s  the  cr y  
o f  ‘money,  money,  money ’ ;  h i s  s a c r i f i c e s ,  no tw i t h - 
s tanding hi s  l a rge promises  of  happiness ,  are  the t ime, 
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the bodies ,  the  soul s ,  the  pr inc ip le s ,  and the comfor t  
o f  h i s  wo r sh i ppe r s ;  a nd  h i s  o f f i c i a l s  a re  t h e  g re edy  
speculator s  and commercia l  adventurer s  of  our country  
and  our  age.  There  i s  a l so  the  Baa l  o f  in f ide l  specu- 
l a t i o n ,  w i t h  f a l s e  p h i l o s o p hy  a s  h i s  h i g h  p r i e s t  t o  
conduc t  the  ce remon i a l ;  by  h i s  p romi s e s  to  f ree  the  
inte l lect  f rom the shackles  of  super s t i t ion invi t ing the  
youthful  aspirants  af ter mental  l iber ty to come into his  
se r v ice.  Near  th i s  i s  the  shr ine  o f  human knowledge :  
evi l  only when raised into the place of f aith, piety, and  
v i r t u e ,  bu t  w h e n  t h u s  e x a l t e d  a b ove  r eve l a t i o n ,  a  
deceiving, cor rupting idol ;  the f a l se Minerva of a Pan- 
t h e o n  o f  V i c e s .  N o r  mu s t  we  l e ave  o u t  t h e  i d o l s  
o f  f a l s e  re l i g i on ,  t h e  ch i e f  o f  wh i ch  i s  Pope r y,  t h e  
a n t i - C h r i s t  o f  t h e  A p o c a l y p s e ,  ‘ t h e  M a n  o f  S i n ’ ,  
d e s c r i b e d  by  t h e  a p o s t l e ,  a s  ‘ s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  t e m p l e  
o f  God ,  exa l t ing  i t s e l f  above  a l l  th a t  i s  c a l l ed  God ’ .  
This  idol ,  taking the name of Chr is t  as  i t s  des ignat ion,  
a s suming  the  c ro s s  a s  i t s  s ymbo l ,  and  boa s t ing  o f  an  
apost le as  i t s  f i r s t  minis ter ;  enr iched by wealth,  vener- 
able  for  ant iqui ty ;  d igni f ied by lear ning;  decorated by  
s cu lp ture,  a rch i t ec tu re,  and  pa in t ing ;  and  add ing  the  
p ro founde s t  po l i cy,  and  mos t  s e r pen t ine  c r a f t ,  to  a l l  
these other dangerous qualit ies,  has f ascinated countless  
mil l ions;  and, notwithstanding the monstrous absurdity  
o f  i t s  doctr ines ,  the blood-s ta ined page of  i t s  h i s tor y,  
and  i t s  ho s t i l i t y  to  the  l i be r t i e s  o f  mank ind ,  i s  now  
putt ing for th the most ar rogant cla ims, and making the  
m o s t  a u d a c i o u s  a t t e m p t s  f o r  t h e  c o n q u e s t  o f  o u r  
coun t r y.  Such  a re  t he  p r i n c i p a l  i do l s  wh i ch  oppo s e  
themselves to the King, eter nal ,  immor ta l ,  invis ible,  as  
t h e  c l a i m a n t s  o f  yo u r  h e a r t .  S u c h  a r e  t h e  o b j e c t s 
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which have induced an indeter minat ion in your minds  
whe the r  you  sha l l  s e r ve  them o r  your  Crea to r,  P re - 
server, and Benefactor.

By  t h e  undec i d ed  i n  re l i g i on  I  do  no t  i n t end  t h e  
conf irmed inf idel ,  profl igate, scoffer ;  or those who l ive  
in  to t a l  and  ab so lu te  re jec t ion  o f  re l ig ion .  These  a re  
no t  undec ided ;  they  a re  in  the  fu l l e s t  s en se  dec ided ;  
they  have  made up the i r  minds ,  though unhappi ly  on  
the  wrong s ide.  They have  chosen the i r  god ,  and a re  
the deter mined and devoted wor shipper s  of  Baa l ;  they  
have  dec ided ,  aga in s t  God.  They have  hardened the i r  
hear ts, scared their consciences, and perhaps outlived all  
misg ivings upon the subject,  except i t  be an occasional  
qua lm in  the  s ea son  o f  dea th  o r  s i ckne s s .  They  con- 
g ra tu la te  themse lve s  upon the i r  hav ing thrown of f  a l l  
the weaknesses and fear s of super stit ion, and upon their  
be ing  now enabled  to  pur sue  the i r  downward  cour se  
unchecked by the restraint of conscience, unter r if ied by  
the spectres  of  imag inat ion.  Unhappy men,  bl ind,  and  
g l o r y i n g  i n  t h e i r  b l i n d n e s s ;  b e nu m b e d  i n  a l l  t h e i r  
mora l  f acul t ie s ,  and exul t ing in the dreadful  para lys i s ;  
with every t ie cut that  held them to piety and feel ing,  
and  a c coun t i ng  i t  a  p r iv i l e g e  t h a t  t h ey  a re  d r i f t i ng  
unobstructed to destruction, determined to be lost,  and  
re j o i c i ng  t h a t  no th ing  b a r s  t h e i r  p a th  t o  pe rd i t i on !  
The undec ided man,  genera l ly,  i s  the  i r re so lu te  man,  
the man thinking of two things, but absolutely choosing,  
wi th  fu l l  and  prac t i c a l  pur pose,  ne i the r,  the  double- 
m inded  man ,  o r,  a s  t he  word  i s  i n  the  o r i g in a l ,  t he  
two-souled man, the man who i s  l ike a l ight substance  
ever f loating between two objects, now car r ied by force  
o f  the  t ide  toward s  one,  and  then  toward s  the  o ther.  
This indecis ion is  manifested in many towards rel ig ion. 
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Perhaps the subject  of  indecis ion wil l  be better under- 
s t ood  i f  we  con s i de r  i t s  oppo s i t e,  and  show wha t  i s  
mean t  by  dec i s ion .  By  dec i s ion  in  re l i g ion  I  do  no t  
m e a n  m e re l y  t h e  c h o i c e  o f  a  c r e e d ,  o r  a  d e c i s i o n  
b e tween  con f l i c t i n g  t h eo r i e s  o f  re l i g i ou s  op i n i on s .  
This is  a l l  very well  and proper, and to a cer tain extent  
involved in the s ta te  of  mind which I  am recommend- 
ing. A man ought not to be undecided either in regard  
t o  r e l i g i o u s  d o c t r i n e  o r  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  p o l i t y.  I t  i s  
i n c u m b e n t  u p o n  h i m  t o  m a ke  u p  h i s  m i n d  o n  t h e  
quest ion at  i s sue between the advocates  and opponents  
o f  s e c u l a r  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  o f  r e l i g i o n ;  o r  b e t we e n  
Uni ta r i an and Tr in i ta r i an  v iews  o f  the  Scr ip ture ;  and  
s o  w i th  o the r  t heo log i c a l  ma t t e r s .  The s e  t h ing s  a re  
impor tant, and his opinions should be formed and f ixed  
u p o n  t h e  g ro u n d  o f  s a t i s f a c t o r y  ev i d e n c e ;  a n d  h i s  
mind  be ing  once  made  up,  he  shou ld  ho ld  f a s t  wha t  
he be l ieves  to  be t r uth,  and not  a l low hi s  convic t ions  
t o  b e  s h a ke n  by  a ny  s o p h i s t r i e s ,  a n d  p l a u s i b i l i t i e s  
b rought  aga in s t  the  v iews  he  ha s  e spoused .  Rel ig ion ,  
h owe ve r ,  i s  s o m e t h i n g  m o r e  t h a n  o p i n i o n ,  t h a n  
ecclesiast ical  relat ionship, than ceremony; it  i s  not only  
l i g h t ,  b u t  l i f e ;  i t s  s e a t  i s  n o t  o n l y  i n  t h e  h e a d ,  
bu t  i n  t h e  h e a r t ;  i t  i s  a  t h i n g  o f  t h e  w i l l ,  a f f e c - 
t ion s ,  and  con sc i ence  a s  we l l  a s  o f  the  in t e l l e c t  and  
memor y.  I t  i s  a  deep  conv ic t ion  o f  gu i l t  in  the  s igh t  
o f  God ;  an  humbl ing  s en se  o f  the  cor r up t ion  o f  our  
n a tu re ;  t r ue  f a i t h  i n  Chr i s t  a s  t he  g re a t  a tonemen t ;  
peace  through be l ie f  in  the  gospe l ;  supreme g ra t i tude  
a n d  l ove  t o  G o d ;  a  s p i r i t u a l  a n d  h e ave n l y  m i n d ;  
a n d  a  h o l y  l i f e .  I t  i s  t h e  m i n d  o f  C h r i s t ;  t h e  
i m a g e  o f  G o d ;  h i s  wo r d  l a i d  u p  i n  t h e  h e a r t  a s  
t h e  r u l e  o f  t h e  i n wa r d  a n d  o u t wa r d  l i f e ;  a  G o d 



76 works of john angell james volume v 

wrought ,  heaven-descended,  eter na l ly- l iv ing thing.  To  
be decided,  then,  i s  the inte l l igent ,  de l iberate,  volun- 
t a r y,  en t i re ,  and  h ab i t u a l ,  y i e l d i ng -up  o f  ou r s e l ve s ,  
t h rough  f a i th  in  Chr i s t ,  and  by  the  a i d  o f  the  Ho ly  
Spi r i t ,  to  God;  to  en joy h i s  f avour  a s  the  chie f  good,  
to make hi s  wi l l  our f ixed supreme rule,  and hi s  g lor y  
the  ch ie f  end  o f  our  ex i s t ence.  I t  i s  mak ing  God the  
s u p r e m e  o b j e c t ;  s a l v a t i o n  t h e  s u p r e m e  b u s i n e s s ;  
eternity the supreme aim. Not talking about it ,  wishing  
i t ,  in tend ing  i t ,  bu t  consc ien t ious ly  do ing  i t .  Such  a  
man  s ay s ,  ‘ I  h ave  made  up  my  mind ,  I  am re so l ved ,  
I  am  f o r  God ,  f o r  Ch r i s t ,  f o r  e t e r n i t y,  my  he a r t  i s  
f ixed’.  To be undecided is  to be in a s tate of hesi tancy,  
i r re so lu t i on ,  un f i xedne s s .  An  undec i ded  man  i s  o c - 
ca s iona l ly  impres sed;  a t  other  t imes  in  a  s t a te  o f  tota l  
ind i f f e rence.  Hi s  judgement  inc l ine s  to  re l i g ion ,  and  
somet imes  near ly  draws  round h i s  hear t .  He goes  out  
ha l f -way  to  mee t  i t ;  t hen  tu r n s  back  aga in .  Now he  
looks  towards  t r ue  Chr i s t i an s  a s  the  happ ie s t  peop le,  
t hen  he  h anke r s  a f t e r  t he  company  and  amusemen t s  
o f  the  peop le  o f  the  wor ld .  He cannot  qu i te  g ive  up  
rel ig ion, nor can he ful ly embrace it .  He has occasional  
impressions and wishes; but no fixed, deliberate choice.

In this hesitating, undecided, ir resolute state of mind,  
ver y many are to be found.  Yes ,  indeci s ion i s  fear fu l ly  
common;  perhaps ,  among those  whom I  now addres s ,  
t he  mos t  common s t a t e  o f  w ind .  Compar a t ive l y  f ew  
a re  dec ided l y  p iou s ;  s t i l l  f ewe r,  I  hope  and  be l i eve,  
d e c i d ed l y  i n f i d e l  o r  immor a l ;  t h e  bu l k  a re  m idway  
between the two, hesitating, halt ing, turning away from  
the  one,  bu t  not  tu r n ing  to  the  o ther.  How sha l l  we  
a c coun t  f o r  t h i s ?  I t  i s  no t  f o r  t he  wan t  o f  adequa t e  
information on the nature of the two claimants and the 
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jus t ice  of  the i r  re spect ive c la ims .  Of th i s  you have a l l  
po s s i b l e  and  nece s s a r y  p a r t i cu l a r s  i n  the  Sc r i p tu re s .  
You are not  le f t  to the dim twi l ight  of  nature and the  
deduct ions  of  your own weak and f a l l ible  reason.  The  
s un  o f  r eve l a t i on  h a s  r i s e n  upon  you  i n  f u l l - o r b ed  
splendour, and, walking amidst his noon-tide glory, you  
see on every hand the character and the claims of God.  
You know not only there i s  a  God,  but  who and what  
he i s .  You are  not  des t i tute  of  natura l  ab i l i ty,  you are  
not hindered by Divine sovereignty, there is no invinci- 
ble power of natural depravity, you cannot plead a want  
of t ime, means, and oppor tunity, you do not justi fy and  
per petuate  i t  on the g round of  Scr ip tura l  d i f f i cu l t ie s ,  
no r  on  the  incon s i s t enc i e s  o f  p ro f e s so r s .  Somet ime s  
you may feel inclined to plead these things, but the plea  
i s  s oon  g iven  up.  No,  t h e  c a u s e s  s u b s i d i a r y  t o  t h e  
power of inward corruption are the following:

Many do not  proper ly  cons ider  the  neces s i ty  o f  de- 
ci s ion, and the s in of hesi tat ion. The subject has never  
ser ious ly engaged their  at tent ion. Then i t  i s  high t ime  
i t  should. Beg in now; God demands i t ,  reason demands  
i t ,  the impor tance of  the mat ter  demands  i t .  On what  
i s  d e c i s i on  s o  n e c e s s a r y  a s  on  re l i g i on ?  Th i s  i s  t h e  
business of the soul, of salvation, of eternity.

Not  a  few are  want ing in  mora l  courage,  they know  
what they ought to be and to do; but they have fr iends  
whose  f rown they  d read ,  o r  compan ions  f rom whose  
l a u gh  t h ey  s h r i nk .  Th i s  i s  ve r y  c ommon :  a nd  t hu s  
mul t i tudes  f lee  f rom the f rown of  man to take she l ter  
under the frown of God, propit iate their fr iends by the  
sacr if ice of their souls, throw away relig ion and salvation  
to escape from a jest,  and make themselves the laughing  
s tock  o f  dev i l s ,  to  avo id  the  r id icu le  o f  foo l s .  Young 
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men,  wi l l  you be  jeered  out  o f  heaven and sa lva t ion?  
What,  be turned from your eagle f l ight to immor tal i ty,  
by the r idicule of owls and bats!

In ,  many  c a s e s ,  some  one  be se t t ing  s in  keep s  f rom  
dec i s i on .  Tha t  one  s i n  exe r t s  an  i n f l u ence  ove r  t he  
whole soul and al l  i ts purposes, benumbing its energ ies,  
bec louding i t s  mora l  v i s ion,  bewi lder ing i t s  s teps ,  and  
en feebl ing  i t s  e f fo r t s .  Such per sons  cou ld  g ive  up  a l l  
but  that  one s in:  but  that  they cannot par t  f rom. How  
melancholy,  how dreadfu l ,  to  be  wi l l ing  to  per i sh  for  
that  one s in !  Rather  than p luck out  that  r ight  eye,  or  
cut  of f  that  r ight hand, to suf fer  the loss  of  the whole  
body!  How in f in i te ly  be t te r  and more  noble  would  i t  
be,  by one mighty s t r uggle,  a ided by Divine g race,  to  
bur s t  tha t  cha in ,  and  dec ide  fo r  God!  Cons ider  we l l ,  
i f  th i s  i s  not  the cause of  indeci s ion in your case,  and  
i f  i t  be,  perce ive  the  neces s i ty  o f  your  re so lu te ly  and  
immed i a t e l y  d i rec t ing  your  mos t  v i go rou s  e f fo r t s  to  
remove tha t  h indrance.  When you have  mas te red tha t  
mightiest of your spir itual foes, you may then hope that  
the g reates t  obs tac le  i s  sur mounted:  and that  the sub- 
jugat ion of your other enemies wil l  be a comparat ively  
e a sy  conque s t .  Bu t  t i l l  tha t  i s  done,  no th ing  wi l l  be  
done to purpose;  and he that has been halt ing between  
two opinions, and waver ing in his practice, will be halt- 
ing and wavering still.

There  a re  some who,  l ike  Fe l ix ,  have  t rembled ,  and  
d i sm i s s ed  the  sub j ec t  t i l l  a  more  conven i en t  s e a son .  
They g ive neither a direct negative, nor a direct aff irm- 
at ive, to the sol ici tat ions of judgement and conscience;  
but  put  them as ide by say ing,  ‘ I  wi l l  th ink of  i t  when  
I  have  oppor tun i ty,  I  am busy  now’ .  Here  and  the re  
one and another goes f ar ther st i l l ;  they intend, actual ly 
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i n t end ,  t o  b e  d e c i d ed  a t  s ome  t ime  o r  o the r.  They  
f o r g e t  t h e  unce r t a i n t y  o f  l i f e ;  t h e  f r a i l t y  o f  human  
resolutions:  the thousand incidents that are continual ly  
r i s i ng  up  t o  oc cupy  and  d ive r t  a t t en t i on ;  t h e  eve r - 
increas ing improbabi l i ty of  coming to a decis ion i f  the  
sub j ec t  be  po s tponed  f rom the  p re s en t  moment ;  and  
above a l l ,  the demand of  God for  immediate  deci s ion.  
Now, is  the accepted time: now, is  the day of salvation.  
There  i s  a  wor ld  o f  impor tance  in  tha t  seeming ly  in- 
s ign i f icant  word,  Now. Mi l l ions  have been r u ined for  
both worlds by overlooking the momentous signif icance  
of the a l l-eventful ,  Now. Rhetor ic might be employed;  
sermons might be preached; volumes might be wr itten;  
t o  e n f o r c e  t h e  i m p o r t  o f  t h a t  m o n o s y l l a b l e ,  N ow.  
Remember. ‘he that i s  now good wil l  in a l l  probabi l i ty  
be  be t te r,  he  tha t  i s  now bad wi l l  become wor se,  fo r  
there are three things that never stand sti l l ,  vice, vir tue,  
and time.’

Pe rhap s  a s  a  h ind r ance  to  dec i s i on  migh t  be  men- 
t ioned, mistaken views of  what i s  requis i te to come to  
th i s  s t a te  o f  mind.  Two oppos i te  e r ror s  a re  indu lged :  
some per sons  th rowing  out  o f  cons ide ra t ion  the  f ree  
agency of man, and other s  the sovereign g race of God.  
The former supposing that man can do nothing, attempt  
noth ing,  but  wai t  pa s s ive ly  for  the  Spi r i t  o f  God:  the  
la t ter,  on the contrar y,  be l ieving that  man i s  and does  
eve r y t h i ng  i n  re l i g i on  w i t hou t  God ,  n eve r  s e ek  by  
prayer, nor expect by f aith, the aid of the Divine Spir it.  
Both are wrong,  and therefore both f a i l .  In a l l  th ings ,  
bo th  in  na tu re  and  in  g r ace,  God ’s  do ing s  and  man ’s  
doings  go together.  Man works  and God works .  Man’s  
e f for t s  are not super seded by Divine g race,  nor Divine  
g race super seded by man’s  e f for t s .  This  dual i sm which 
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pe r vade s  a l l  t h ing s ,  i s  e spec i a l l y  con sp i cuou s  i n  the  
Bible,  and has  i t s  cu lminat ing point  in the conver s ion  
and  s anc t i f i c a t ion  o f  the  human sou l .  a s  s e t  fo r th  in  
that  wonderful  pas sage:  ‘Work out your sa lvat ion with  
fear and trembling, for it  is  God that worketh in you to  
will and to do of his good pleasure.’

Having s ta ted the causes  o f  indec i s ion,  I  now go on  
t o  con s i d e r  i t s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  I s  i t  no t  i r r a t i on a l ?  
What  i s  rea son g iven us  for  but  to  examine a l l  th ings  
th a t  conce r n  u s ,  to  we igh  ev idence,  to  d i s c r im ina t e  
between things that dif fer,  to prove al l  things, and hold  
f a s t  tha t  which  i s  good .  When man use s  h i s  f acu l t i e s  
thus,  he does what he was des igned to do, and answer s  
the  end  o f  h i s  be ing .  When he  doe s  no t ,  bu t  su f f e r s  
h imse l f  to  be  swayed and bent  d i f f e ren t  ways ,  and  to  
f loat upon uncer tainty, he forfeits  the g reat prerogative  
a nd  mo s t  d i s t i n gu i s h ed  a dvan t a g e  o f  h i s  re a s on ab l e  
nature.  The perfect ion of  man i s  to be l ike God in his  
a t t r ibutes ,  and,  among other s ,  in some measure in thi s  
glor ious one of immutabil i ty in that which is good: but  
to be ir resolute and undecided in this, is to live as much  
a t  r andom,  and  wi thout  ho ld ,  a s  i f  the  b rea th  o f  the  
Almighty were not  in  us .  ‘ Indeed,  unle s s  rea son g ives  
us a f ixedness and constancy of act ion, i t  i s  so f ar from  
be ing the g lor y  and pr iv i lege  of  our  na ture,  tha t  i t  i s  
rea l ly  i t s  reproach,  and makes  us  lower than the hor se  
o r  the  mule,  which  have  no  under s t and ing :  fo r  they,  
without that ,  act a lways regular ly and constant ly them- 
se lves ,  under the guidance of  inst inct ,  a  bl ind but sure  
p r i n c i p l e .’ T h e re  a r e  t wo  t h i n g s  e q u i - d i s t a n t  f ro m  
sound reason: to decide without evidence, and to remain  
undecided amidst  abundant evidence.  To be undecided 
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in re l ig ion comes under the la t ter  condemnat ion.  The  
i r ra t iona l i ty  of  indeci s ion i s  a l so  in  propor t ion to the  
impo r t ance  o f  t h e  ma t t e r  t o  b e  d e t e r m ined .  Young  
men, I appeal to your understanding against this extreme  
f o l l y.  W h a t ?  I s  r e l i g i o n  t h e  o n l y  m a t t e r  o n  w h i c h  
you wi l l  not  make up your mind? Rel ig ion,  which a l l  
nat ions  have confes sed by thei r  r i te s ,  ceremonies ,  and  
creeds ,  to be man’s  supreme interes t?  Rel ig ion,  which  
comes  to  you in  God’s  name and a s ser t ing h i s  c l a ims?  
Rel ig ion,  which a f fect s  your own wel l-being for  both  
wor ld s ?  Re l i g ion ,  wh ich  re l a t e s  to  the  sou l  and  he r  
sa lvat ion,  eter ni ty and i t s  unal terable s ta tes?  Rel ig ion,  
the highest end of your existence, and the noblest effor t  
o f  your  rea son?  What ,  th i s  the  mat te r  to  be  l e f t  in  a  
s ta te  of  unset t lednes s  and hes i tancy,  when such means  
and oppor tuni t ie s  a re  fur n i shed for  coming to  a  con- 
c l u s i o n ?  W h e n  t h e  B i b l e ,  w i t h  a l l  i t s  e v i d e n c e s ,  
doctr ines ,  promises ,  and precepts ,  i s  ever in your hand  
and appealing to your intel lect and hear t,  your wil l  and  
c on s c i e n c e ,  a nd  even  you r  imag i n a t i o n ?  Wh en  t h e  
pulp i t  and the pres s  a re  ever  ca l l ing your  a t tent ion to  
t h e  s u b j e c t ,  a nd  a i d i n g  you r  i n qu i r i e s ?  Un de c i d e d  
whether you shall be saved or lost for eternity? Whether  
you wi l l  an swer  or  de fea t  the  end o f  your  ex i s t ence?  
Whether you will run counter to God’s design in br ing- 
ing you into being, or f al l  in with his merciful purposes  
c on c e r n i n g  you ?  Ca l l  you  t h i s  r e a s on ?  Ta l k  no t  t o  
me o f  your  r a t iona l i ty ;  boa s t  not  to  me o f  your  h igh  
in te l l e c tua l i t y  in  pur su ing  l i t e r a tu re,  s c i ence,  o r  the  
ar ts :  I  say, the man who remains undecided in rel ig ion,  
who ha s  no t  s e t t l ed  th i s  que s t ion  (o f  God ,  the  sou l ,  
salvation, and eternity) is, whatever stores of knowledge 
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he may have acquired, or whatever opinion he may have  
fo r med o f  h imse l f ,  a  l e a r ned  maniac,  a  ph i lo soph ica l  
lunatic, a scientific idiot.

I  go  fu r the r,  and  s ay  th a t  i ndec i s i on  in  re l i g ion  i s  
c on t emp t i b l e .  Wha t eve r  may  con s t i t u t e  t h e  b e au t y  
of  character,  deci s ion i s  i t s  power.  There i s  something  
noble  and a t t r ac t ive  in  the  spec tac le  o f  an  ind iv idua l  
se lec t ing some one wor thy object  o f  pur su i t ,  concen- 
trat ing upon i t  the resources and energ ies of  his  whole  
s o u l ;  h o l d i n g  i t  f a s t  w i t h  a  t e n a c i t y  o f  g r a s p,  a n d  
f o l l owing  i t  w i th  a  s t e ad ine s s  o f  pu r su i t ,  wh i ch  the  
r idicule of some, the frowns of other s, and the ignorant  
sur mise s  o f  a l l ,  cannot  re lax ;  c l ing ing the c loser  to  i t  
for  oppos i t ion,  ga ining courage f rom defeat ,  and pat i- 
ence  f rom de l ay.  Where  such  dec i s ion  i s  d i sp l ayed  in  
a bad cause,  there i s  something ter r i f ica l ly g rand about  
i t .  Hence  some have  f anc ied  tha t  in  th i s  way  Mi l ton  
h a s  t h row n  t o o  m u c h  m a j e s t y  ove r  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  
o f  S a t a n .  I n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h i s ,  h ow  d e s p i c a b l e  i s  
i ndec i s ion .  Fo s t e r,  in  h i s  in imi t ab l e  E s s ay  on  ‘Dec i - 
s ion of  Character ’ ,  has  set  for th thi s  in a  ver y s t r iking  
manne r.  ‘A  man  w i t hou t  d e c i s i on  o f  c h a r a c t e r  c a n  
never  be  sa id  to  be long to  h imse l f ;  i f  he  dared to  say  
th a t  he  d id ,  the  puny  fo rce  o f  some  c au se,  abou t  a s  
power fu l ,  you would  have  supposed ,  a s  a  sp ider,  may  
make a capture of the hapless boaster the next moment,  
and tr iumphantly exhibit  the fut i l i ty of the determina- 
tions by which he was to have proved the independence  
o f  h i s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  h i s  w i l l .  H e  b e l o n g s  t o  
wha t eve r  c an  s e i z e  h im ;  and  i nnumer ab l e  t h ing s  do  
ac tua l ly  ver i fy  the i r  c l a ims  on h im,  and a r re s t  h im a s  
he  t r i e s  to  go a long ;  a s  twig s  and ch ip s  f loa t ing  near  
the edge of  a  r iver  are intercepted by every weed,  and 
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whi r l ed  in  eve r y  l i t t l e  eddy.  Hav ing  conc luded  on  a  
des ign,  he may p ledge himse l f  to accompl i sh i t ,  i f  the  
hundred diver s i t ie s  of  fee l ing which may come within  
the  week  wi l l  l e t  h im.  As  h i s  cha r ac te r  p rec lude s  a l l  
forethought of his conduct, he may sit and wonder what  
form and direction his views and actions are destined to  
t ake  tomor row;  a s  a  f a r mer  ha s  o f ten to  acknowledge  
tha t  the  next  day ’s  p roceed ings  a re  a t  the  d i sposa l  o f  
winds and clouds.’ True as  thi s  i s  in reference to every  
th ing ,  i t  i s  mos t  t r ue  in  re ference to  re l ig ion.  Never,  
i s  indec i s ion so  contempt ible  a s  in  re ference to  i t .  In  
such a career and in reference to such an object ,  to be  
the  s l ave  o f  acc ident s ;  the  poor  t ame v ic t im o f  ever y  
l i t t l e  inc ident  tha t  can a r i se ;  the  prey  o f  ever y  in s ig- 
n i f i c a n t  ye l p i n g  c u r  t h a t  c a n  d r ive  yo u  h i t h e r  a n d  
th i the r  wi th  h i s  b i t e l e s s  ba rk !  O shame,  shame upon  
your  under s t anding ,  to  s ay  noth ing o f  your  hear t  and  
con sc i ence,  when  wi th  such  a  sub j ec t  a s  re l i g ion  to  
consider and sett le,  you can a l low not merely the most  
magni f icent  ob jec t s  which the  wor ld  can pre sent ,  but  
i nnumer ab l e  con t empt ib l e  and  s i n fu l  l i t t l ene s s e s ,  t o  
shake your  re so lut ion to  inva l ida te  your  pur pose,  and  
to  keep  you  ha l t ing  be tween  two op in ion s !  I t  i s  the  
l a s t  a nd  l owe s t  d e g re e  o f  d e s p i c a b l e n e s s  f o r  a  man  
thinking about g lory,  honour,  immor ta l i ty,  and eter nal  
l ife, to allow himself to be brought to a stand, and made  
to hesi tate and halt ,  by matter s  of  ins ignif icance. What  
would have been sa id of  the man who in ancient t imes  
hes i t a ted whether  he should become a  compet i tor  for  
t h e  O l ymp i c  c rown ,  o r  f o r  s ome  p a l t r y  o f f i c e  i n  a  
Grec i an  v i l l age ?  Or  wha t  judgement  shou ld  we  have  
formed of Columbus, i f ,  when meditating the discovery  
of a new world, he hesitated whether to embark on the 
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Atlantic, or to engage in picking up shells on its shores?  
Bu t  wha t  a re  t he s e  i n s t ance s  o f  f o l l y  and  l i t t l ene s s ,  
compared with that  of  the man who hal t s  between the  
inf ini te and eter nal  bless ings of  re l ig ion, and the plea- 
sures, acquisitions, and possessions of this world?

Indec i s i on  i n  re l i g i on  i s  uncomfo r t ab l e .  I f  re a s on  
i s  g iven us  to  dec ide  upon modes  o f  ac t ion,  and i f  in  
the matter of relig ion, revelation furnishes us with rules  
o f  a c t i on ,  i t  i s  mo s t  n a t u r a l  we  s hou l d  d e c i d e,  and  
altogether unnatural we should remain for another hour  
i n  a  s t a t e  o f  wave r i n g  a n d  u n s e t t l e d n e s s .  W h a t  i s  
n a t u r a l  i s  e a s y,  g r a c e f u l ,  a nd  p l e a s a n t ;  a nd  wha t  i s  
unnatura l  i s  a lways  awkward and pa in fu l .  The na tura l  
s t a te  for  the  mind to  be  in ,  i s  f i r s t  inqui r y,  and then  
d e c i s i on .  No  m ind  c an  be  s e rene  and  pe a c e fu l  i n  a  
s ta te  of  suspense and incer t i tude.  May I  not  appea l  to  
univer sal exper ience for proof , that a man who is going  
a l t e r n a t e l y  b a ckwa rd s  and  fo rwa rd s ;  eve r  d iv i ded  i n  
opin ion;  now deter mining one way and now another ;  
now f ixed in  pur pose,  then unse t t led  and a l te r ing h i s  
p l an ;  now re so lute,  now hes i t a t ing ;  and who has  thus  
found no g round to  re s t  upon,  cannot  be  happy.  Thi s  
i s  true in reference to everything. A mind thus at  odds  
w i th  i t s e l f ,  even  in  l i t t l e  th ing s ,  c annot  bu t  be  ve r y  
unea sy ;  and  he  there fore  who would  consu l t  h i s  own  
comfor t ,  should  by much se l f -d i sc ip l ine  endeavour  to  
r id  h imse l f  o f  th i s  in s tab i l i ty  o f  ac t ion,  th i s  in f i r mi ty  
o f  pu r po s e.  I  wou ld  no t ,  young  men ,  i n cu l c a t e  t h e  
oppos i te  ev i l  o f  incons idera te  and reck le s s  conduct ;  a  
headlong cour se of action, begun without examination,  
and continued without reflection; and which, even when  
discovered to be wrong, is per severed in without altera- 
t ion ,  mere ly  for  the  s ake  o f  per severance,  and o f  un-
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wi l l ingne s s  to  con fe s s  a  mi s t ake.  Thi s  i s  no t  r a t iona l  
decis ion,  but bl ind impulse and unref lect ing obst inacy.  
The decis ion I recommend is  a habit of patient invest i- 
gat ion,  uni ted with a  capabi l i ty  of  weighing evidence,  
and fo l lowed by a  prompt  and re so lu te  de ter mina t ion  
to  do,  and  to  do  immed i a t e l y  and  pe r s eve r ing ly,  the  
th ing  which  ought  to  be  done.  Acqu i re  an  ab i l i t y  to  
s ay  in  ma t t e r s  o f  r i gh t ,  I  mus t ,  I  c an ,  I  w i l l .  ‘There  
i s  a  wonder fu l  po tency  in  the se  th ree  monosy l l ab le s .  
Adop t  t h em a s  t h e  r u l e  o f  you r  conduc t .  Bu t  I  am  
consider ing the unhappiness  of  indeci s ion in regard to  
re l i g ion .  I  repea t  the  a s s e r t ion  made  in  re f e rence  to  
other character is t ics ,  the more impor tant the subject i s  
about  which thi s  indeci s ion i s  mainta ined,  the g reater  
mus t  o f  cour s e  be  the  unea s ine s s  wh ich  i t  p roduce s ;  
and as  re l ig ion i s  the most  momentous  of  a l l  subject s ,  
so the uneasiness result ing from it must be the g reatest .  
But  even here  the uneas ines s  a l so  var ie s  wi th c i rcum- 
s t a n c e s .  An  am i ab l e  you th  who  h a s  no t  f a l l e n  i n t o  
vice,  and has kept within the boundar ies  of vir tue, but  
w h o  ye t  h a s  n o t  g ive n  h i s  h e a r t  t o  G o d  a n d  m a d e  
re l i g ion  h i s  sup reme  bu s ine s s ,  c anno t  have  po ignan t  
remor s e,  a s  i f  he  h ad  been  gu i l t y  o f  p ro f l i g a cy ;  bu t  
even he i s  uncomfor table;  he knows he i s  not a  Chr is- 
t ian,  in the spir i tual  sense of  the ter m. His  conscience  
d i s t u r b s  h im ;  l e t t e r s  f rom  home  make  h im  une a s y ;  
awakening ser mons  a la r m him;  in  the company of  the  
pious he is  not at home; his neglected Bible, g iven him  
pe rhap s  by  a  mother ’s  hand ,  s i l en t ly  reproache s  h im.  
H e  i s  n o t  h a p py.  H ow  c a n  h e  b e  i n  s u c h  c i r c u m - 
s t ance s ?  He  re so lve s ,  b reak s  h i s  re so lu t ion ,  and  add s  
to his uneasiness the guilt of broken vows.

Thi s  indec i s ion  i s  somet imes  a t t ended  wi th  s e r iou s 
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abe r r a t ion s  f rom the  pa th  o f  s anc t i t y  and  regu l a r i t y,  
t hough  no t  p e rh ap s  o f  mo r a l i t y.  I n  s u ch  c a s e s ,  t h e  
mind of  a  youth whose hear t  i s  not  hardened,  i s  of ten  
in a  s ta te of  s t i l l  more painful  di squietude and per tur- 
b a t i on .  I t  i s  an  impre s s ive  t r u th ,  t h a t  e a s e  o f  m ind ,  
quietness ,  or rather insensibi l i ty of conscience, belongs  
often rather to the decidedly wicked, than to the unde- 
c ided ly  good;  fo r  the  fo r mer  may have  ha rdened and  
s tup i f i ed  h i s  consc ience  so  f a r  tha t  i t  l e t s  h im a lone ;  
but  he who s ins  and repents ,  and then s ins  aga in,  in a  
continued circle, i s  sure to be fol lowed in his miserable  
ro u n d  w i t h  t h e  r e p ro a c h e s  o f  h i s  m e m o r y  a n d  t h e  
l a s h e s  o f  h i s  con s c i ence.  ‘H i s  good  f i t s  a re  bu t  t h e  
shor t  in te r va l s  o f  h i s  madnes s ,  which se r ve  to  le t  the  
madman into a  knowledge of  hi s  own disease ;  whereas  
i t  would in some kinds of lunacy be much more for his  
s a t i s f a c t i on  a nd  con t en t  i f  h e  we re  mad  a lway s .’ O  
the  m i s e r y  o f  t h a t  man  who se  l i f e  i s  s p en t  be tween  
s inning and repenting; between the promptings of con- 
v i c t ion  and  the  impu l se s  o f  inc l ina t ion ;  be tween the  
d i f f i cu l ty  o f  for ming re so lu t ions ,  and the  gu i l ty  con- 
sc iousness  of  breaking them; between hopes ever f rus- 
t r a t ed  by  d i s appo in tmen t ,  and  f e a r s  eve r  re a l i s ed  by  
experience. Indecision is its own punishment.

Thi s  indec i s ion i s  in  the  h ighes t  deg ree  s in fu l .  You  
can see this  clear ly and impress ively, with regard to the  
Israelites whom the prophet addressed on Mount Carmel.  
What  a  c r ime to  hes i t a te  for  a  moment  be tween Baa l  
and Jehovah, to be undetermined whether to serve that  
dumb idol ,  or the l iv ing and true God. You wonder at  
thei r  s tupidi ty ;  you are  incensed a t  thei r  impiety.  You  
take sides instantly with the prophet against the people.  
His  zea l  i s  not  too bur ning;  hi s  indignat ion i s  not  too 
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severe ;  h i s  i rony  i s  no t  too  cu t t ing  fo r  the  occa s ion .  
How hor ror-struck you would be to witness such sense- 
l e s s  impie ty.  But  how much le s s  wicked  i s  your  con- 
duct ,  though of  cour se  f a r  le s s  g ros s  and revol t ing,  in  
hesitat ion, whether you shal l  serve God or any of those  
idols of the mind, worldly pleasure, inf idelity, covetous- 
nes s ,  or  sensua l i ty?  The ido l s  o f  the  hea then are,  a s  I  
have said, but the vices of the human hear t per sonif ied,  
embodied,  and made percept ible to the senses .  Human  
l a s t s  and  pa s s ion s  a re  the  a rche type s  o f  them a l l ;  the  
one is  the abstract ,  the other the concrete,  form of the  
idol; and how much less guilty is it to bend the knee to  
an ido l ,  than to  bow the hear t  to  a  v ice?  Dwel l  upon  
God’s  d iv ine  g lo r y,  h i s  in f in i t e  ma je s ty,  h i s  ine f f ab le  
exce l l ence,  h i s  bound le s s ,  i nconce ivab l e  beau ty,  and  
eve r y  a t t r i bu t e  o f  h i s  g l o r i ou s  n a t u re .  ‘ To  h i m  a l l  
angels cry aloud: the heavens and all the powers therein.  
To  h im  che r ub im  and  s e r a ph im  con t i nu a l l y  do  c r y,  
Ho ly,  Holy,  Holy,  Lord  God Almighty !  The  g lo r iou s  
company of the apostles praise him. The goodly fel low- 
s h i p  o f  t h e  p ro p h e t s  p r a i s e  h i m .  T h e  n o b l e  a r my  
o f  ma r t y r s  p r a i s e  h im .  The  ho l y  chu rch  th roughou t  
the  wor ld  doth acknowledge h im’ ,  and there  a re  you,  
a poor frail child of man, halting between two opinions,  
and hes i ta t ing whether you sha l l  ser ve him or Baa l .  O  
what an ineffable insult to God! Every Chr istian on earth  
c r i e s  ou t  Shame !  Eve r y  ange l  i n  g lo r y  c r i e s  Shame !  
Every page of  Scr ipture cr ies  Shame! While God him- 
self , indignantly and awfully, completes the cry of repro- 
b a t i on ,  and  s ay s ,  ‘Be  a s t on i shed ,  O heaven s ,  a t  t h i s  
and  be  ye  hor r ib ly  a f r a id ’ .  Cons ide r  then ,  the  c r ime  
against God which you are guilty of while undecided.

He des i re s  and demands  immedia te  sur render  to  h i s 
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c la ims.  Yie ld your se lves  unto God,  a t  once,  i s  h i s  im- 
p e r a t i ve  i n j u n c t i o n .  To  h e s i t a t e  w h e t h e r  yo u  s h a l l  
serve him, i s  to be undetermined whether You shal l  be  
the fr iend or foe of God, the loyal subject of his govern- 
ment, or a traitor to his throne: whether you shal l  love  
o r  ha te  h im,  reve rence  or  de sp i s e  h im,  d i shonour  o r  
g lo r i f y  h im.  Eve r y  a t t r i bu te  o f  h i s  na tu re  make s  in- 
decision sinful, every g ift of his hand aggravates the sin,  
every injunction of his word increases the aggravation.

Indec i s ion  i s  dangerous .  The  I s r ae l i t e s  found i t  so :  
after hesitating and halting between two opinions, what- 
eve r  s l i gh t  t r an s i en t  impre s s ion  was  p roduced  by  the  
scenes of  Mount Car mel ,  they went over to the wrong  
s ide,  bowed the knee to  Baa l ,  and,  a s  the  puni shment  
fo r  the i r  s in ,  were  c a r r i ed  in to  c ap t iv i t y.  Indec i s ion  
o n  r e l i g i o n  i s  a  s t a t e  o f  m i n d  f r a u g h t  w i t h  m o s t  
imminent per i l ;  for when long per sisted in, i t  general ly  
ends in decis ion upon the wrong s ide. It  g ives t ime for  
the wicked and deceitful heart to collect and concentrate  
a l l  i t s  f o rc e s  o f  ev i l ,  embo lden s  ev i l  compan ion s  t o  
ply with redoubled energy their temptations, encourages  
Sa t an  to  mul t ip ly  h i s  mach ina t ion s ,  and  to  comple te  
a l l ,  p rovoke s  God  to  s ay,  ‘My sp i r i t  sha l l  no t  a lway s  
s t r ive with man. He i s  t ied to his  idols ,  le t  him alone.  
Wo e  b e  u n t o  h i m  w h e n  I  d e p a r t  f ro m  h i m .’ E ve r y  
hour’s  delay increases the per i l ,  and exposes you to the  
d ange r  o f  be ing  l e f t  by  God .  Bu t  the re  i s  d ange r  i n  
another view of the case:  you are enter ing l i fe,  and are  
exposed to al l  the hazards enumerated in the last  chap- 
ter ;  and i s  indeci s ion,  I  would a sk ,  a  s ta te  of  mind in  
w h i c h  t o  e n c o u n t e r  t h e  d r e a d  a r r ay ?  I s  i t  i n  t h i s  
halting and unsettled condition that you would meet the  
p e r i l s  o f  you r  p a t h ?  Why,  i t  i s  l i ke  a  s o l d i e r  go ing 
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into bat t le  without having set t led which ar my he sha l l  
s ide  wi th ,  and which genera l  he  sha l l  f i gh t  for.  Even  
the decided youth, who has ful ly made up his  mind on  
the  g rea t  sub jec t ;  who ha s  pu t  on  the  whole  a r mour  
of  God,  and i s  defended a t  a l l  point s  wi th r ight  pr in- 
ciples ,  good resolut ions,  pious habits ,  and wel l- for med  
character,  even he f inds i t  di f f icul t  sometimes to s tand  
hi s  g round against  the mighty foes  of  t ruth,  piety,  and  
vir tue.  Even he who, g rasping the sword of  the Spir i t ,  
and  oppo s i ng  t he  s h i e l d  o f  f a i t h  t o  t he  d a r t s  o f  h i s  
enemie s ,  exc l a ims ,  wi th  he ro ic  vo ice,  ‘ I  am fo r  God  
and re l ig ion’ ,  and who by hi s  ver y deci s ion and f i r m- 
n e s s  d r ive s  b a ck  t h e  a s s a i l a n t s  o f  h i s  s t e a d f a s t n e s s ,  
even he i s  often sorely tr ied. How then can the ir reso- 
lu te,  the  ha l t ing ,  the  vac i l l a t ing ,  s t and?  What  a  mark  
i s  h e  f o r  eve r y  f o e !  W h a t  a  bu t t  f o r  eve r y  a r row !  
H i s  i n d e c i s i on  i nv i t e s  a s s a u l t ,  a nd  p rep a re s  h im  t o  
become an easy prey to whomsoever will aim to capture  
him.

Bu t  t h i s  i s  no t  a l l .  The re  i s  a  d ange r  o f  d y i ng  i n  
t h i s  undec i ded  s t a t e .  L i f e  i s  unce r t a i n .  You r  b re a th  
i s  i n  yo u r  n o s t r i l s .  A  f e ve r ,  a n  i n f l a m m a t i o n ,  a n  
a cc iden t ,  may  come upon  you  any  day,  and  l e ave  no  
t ime for ref lect ion, no oppor tunity for decis ion. Death  
o f t e n  s p r i n g s  u p o n  h i s  p r ey  l i ke  a  t i g e r  f ro m  t h e  
j ung l e  upon  the  unwa r y  t r ave l l e r.  Mi l l i on s  a re  s u r - 
pr i sed by the l a s t  enemy,  in  an undec ided s ta te.  They  
a re  s ho t  t h rough  the  he a r t ,  w i th  the  que s t i on  upon  
their  l ips ,  ‘Shal l  I  serve God or Baa l? ’ and are hur r ied  
into the presence of  the Eter nal  Judge himsel f  to have  
i t  an swered  the re.  Dread fu l ,  mos t  d re ad fu l !  To  mee t  
God, and in and by his presence to have a ful l  exposure 
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of  the gui l t  and fol ly of  hes i ta t ing between his  service  
and  t h a t  o f  s i n !  Wha t  a  que s t i on  t o  come  f rom the  
God of  Glory to the poor,  naked,  t rembl ing,  and con- 
founded soul ,  ‘Are  God and Baa l  so  near ly  a l ike,  tha t  
you should  have  ha l ted  be tween two opin ions ,  which  
you  wou ld  s e r ve ? ’ Mark  th i s ,  i n  God ’s  v i ew the re  i s  
no such thing in real i ty as indecis ion, this word is  used  
not  to  expre s s  th ing s  a s  they  a re,  bu t  a s  they  appear.  
In  f ac t  there  are,  in  point  o f  re l ig ion,  but  two c la s se s  
of men, the conver ted and unconver ted. The undecided  
man belongs to the la t ter  c la s s  no les s  than the inf ide l  
and the prof l igate ;  only he may not have gone to such  
an extent  of  actua l  s in ,  and may fee l  more the unhap- 
piness of his situation, and the desirableness of chang ing  
i t .  But the choice of  God’s  service has  not been made,  
and  he  w i l l  b e  d e a l t  w i t h  a s  b e l ong ing  t o  t h e  c l a s s  
o f  t ho s e  who  a re  a g a i n s t  h im .  I ndec i s i on  i s  u t t e r l y  
inconsi s tent with the character  of  the godly,  the ter ms  
o f  s a lva t ion ,  and  the  hope  o f  e te r na l  happ ine s s !  God  
wi l l  not  a l low of  neut ra l i ty,  and cons ider s  ever y  man  
who is not decided for him as decided against him, and  
w i l l  t r e a t  h im  a s  s u ch .  No  ma t t e r  t h a t  s u ch  a  man  
feel s  the weight of  s in’s  fet ter s ,  and the gal l ing burden  
of its yoke: no matter that he sometimes feels a desire to  
e s c ape  f rom i t s  bondage,  and  make s  some f eeble  and  
occa s iona l  e f for t s  to  e f fec t  h i s  emancipa t ion,  noth ing  
wil l  be of avai l  to his sa lvation, but an entire sur render  
o f  t h e  he a r t  t o  God ,  and  a  comp l e t e  and  vo lun t a r y  
y i e l d i n g - u p  h i m s e l f  t o  h i s  s e r v i c e ,  a s  t h e  s u p re m e  
bus iness  of  l i fe.  There i s  no promise in a l l  God’s  word  
to the unstable  and waver ing,  no hope held out  of  hi s  
sa fety,  no sa lvo provided for his  conscience,  no middle 
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cond i t i on  in  wh i ch  he  c an  t ake  h i s  l o t  be tween  the  
decidedly good and the decidedly bad.

And now wha t  rema in s  bu t  tha t  I  c a l l  upon you  to  
renounce your indecis ion, and in the language of intel- 
l i g en t ,  d e l i b e r a t e ,  a nd  s e t t l e d  pu r po s e ,  t o  s ay  w i t h  
Jo s hu a :  ‘ L e t  o t h e r s  do  wha t  t h ey  w i l l ,  a s  f o r  me  I  
w i l l  s e r ve  t he  Lo rd ’ .  Re j e c t  Ba a l ,  and  su r rende r  t o  
G o d ,  w i t h o u t  c o m p ro m i s e  a n d  w i t h o u t  d e l ay.  Yo u  
cannot  have  two mas ter s .  You cannot  have  two Gods .  
You cannot harmonise sin and r ighteousness, nor recon- 
c i le  a  l i fe  of  p ie ty  and a  l i fe  of  wor ld l ines s .  You must  
be  one  th ing  o r  the  o the r.  Re l i g ion ,  i f  no t  the  f i r s t  
and g reat  thing with you, i s  nothing.  To be undecided  
in  such a  bus ines s  i s  the most  i r ra t iona l  s ta te  of  mind  
in the whole range of  menta l  condit ions .  Look inward  
upon your own immater ia l ,  immor tal ,  wonderful spir i t ,  
c r av i ng  a f t e r  a pp rop r i a t e  a nd  a d equ a t e  s ou rc e s  a nd  
means of  happiness :  the quest ion i s ,  whether you shal l  
s a t i s fy  or  mock i t s  insa t i able  crav ings .  Look up a t  the  
e ter na l  God,  your  Creator,  Preser ver,  and Benef actor,  
and the everlast ing Paradise of ineff able del ights he has  
p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e m  t h a t  l ove  h i m :  t h e  q u e s t i o n  i s ,  
whether you wil l  submit to his claims, enjoy his f avour,  
b e a r  h i s  image,  i nh ab i t  h i s  h i gh  and  ho l y  p l a c e ;  o r  
wi ther  away for  ever  under  ban i shment  f rom hi s  pre- 
sence, and the ef fect of his  cur se.  Look down into that  
abys s  o f  woe which d iv ine  ju s t i ce  ha s  made ready for  
those who serve not God: the quest ion is ,  whether you  
will escape that awful retr ibution upon sin and unbelief ,  
o r  endu re  i t s  i n t o l e r a b l e  bu rden  f o r  eve r  a nd  eve r.  
Look onward to the ever-rol l ing ages  of  e ter ni ty ;  that  
in te r minable  ex i s t ence  whose  pe r spec t ive  no  eye  but 
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the Omniscient One can reach: the question is whether  
that endless being shal l  to you be an ocean of bl iss  or a  
gul f  of  tor ment and despair.  Undecided on such ques- 
t ions?  I f  such conduct  i s  known in  heaven,  how must  
angels wonder at the folly of mor tals hesitating whether  
they will  inher it their bliss :  i f  i t  be known in the abode  
of  aposta te  sp i r i t s ,  how must  those once digni f ied but  
now deg raded be ings  marve l  wi th ut ter most  a s toni sh- 
ment,  that  s inful  men in danger of  their  miser y should  
hes i ta te  about  e scaping f rom i t .  In f ide l s ,  scof fer s ,  and  
men of profane minds, may scoff at these appeals to the  
awfu l  rea l i t i e s  o f  e te r n i ty :  ju s t  a s  many a  f e lon ,  who  
has  expired a t  the drop,  once made himsel f  mer r y and  
seasoned his mir th with vulgar jokes about the gal lows.  
Miserable wretch, he found at last  that execution was a  
dreadful  rea l i ty,  with which the most  hardened ruf f ian  
could no longer  t r i f l e.  I  be l ieve,  and there fore  speak,  
and  by  a r gumen t s  no  l e s s  we igh ty  th an  the s e  d r awn  
from eternal realities, I conjure you to remain no longer  
undec ided .  But  c lea r ly  under s t and and bear  in  reco l- 
l ec t ion  wha t  i t  i s  I  requ i re.  I t  i s  no t ,  a s  I  have  s a id ,  
mere ly  the  adopt ion o f  any par t icu la r  se t  o f  re l ig ious  
o p i n i o n s ;  n o r  m e r e l y  j o i n i n g  a ny  p a r t i c u l a r  b o d y  
o f  profes s ing Chr i s t i ans ;  but  repentance towards  God,  
f a i th in our Lord Jesus Chr is t ,  and a character for med,  
a n d  a  l i f e  r e g u l a t e d ,  by  t h e  Wo rd  o f  G o d .  E ve r y  
known  s i n  mu s t  b e  ab andoned ,  and  eve r y  Chr i s t i an  
v i r tue  p r ac t i s ed .  Ev i l  compan ion s  mus t  be  fo r s aken ,  
a n d  yo u r  a s s o c i a t e s  b e  c h o s e n  f ro m  t h e  g o d l y  a n d  
virtuous.

I f  t h e re  b e  l o f t i n e s s  a nd  nob l ene s s  i n  d e c i s i on  o f  
cha r a c t e r,  i t  i s  mo s t  l o f t y,  mos t  nob l e,  when  shown 
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with regard to re l ig ion.  You need not go for  ins tances  
of this, and for the admiration which they are calculated  
to af ford, to such examples as  Foster br ings before you  
in  h i s  in imitable  e s say,  to  examples  se lec ted f rom hi s- 
to r y,  to  Mar iu s  s i t t ing  amid s t  the  r u in s  o f  Car thage,  
t o  P i z a r ro,  t o  R i ch a rd  I I I ,  t o  C romwe l l :  no r  even  
t o  t h o s e  d r aw n  f ro m  t h e  r e c o rd s  o f  S c r i p t u r e ,  t o  
Danie l ,  and to  Shadrach,  Meshach,  and Abednego:  or  
to  tho se  supp l i ed  by  Chr i s t i an  mar ty ro logy,  to  John  
Hu s s  and  Je rome  o f  P r a gue :  no r  t o  t ho s e  bo r rowed  
from the annals of philanthropy, to Howard, to Wilber- 
f o rc e,  and  Mr s  F r y ;  t he s e  a re  a l l  g r and ,  impre s s ive,  
beaut i fu l ,  but  they a re  not  the  only  ones  tha t  may be  
c i t ed ;  nor  wi th  wha teve r  r ad i ance  (whe the r  lu r id  o r  
s e rene )  they  may  be  su r rounded  o r  embl a zoned ,  a re  
they those  which are  the  most  appropr ia te  for  you to  
contempla te,  or  which perhaps  wi l l  have  the  g rea te s t  
we i gh t  w i t h  you .  Look  a t  t h a t  man l y,  p i ou s  young  
man, who has left the shelter and protecting wing of his  
f a ther ’s  house and home, and i s  now placed in a  Man- 
chester warehouse, and sur rounded by f ifty or a hundred  
f e l l ow- shopmen ,  among  whom he  f i nd s  no t  one  t o  
countenance  h im in  the  ma in tenance  o f  h i s  re l i g ious  
profession, and the g reater par t of whom select him, on  
account of his rel ig ion, as the object of their pity, their  
s co r n ,  the i r  ha t red ,  o r  the i r  con tempt .  Among them  
a re  in f ide l s ,  who p ly  h im wi th  f l i ppan t  and  spec ious  
cavi l s  against  the Bible;  pleasure-taker s ,  who use every  
e f f o r t  t o  e n g a g e  h i m  i n  t h e i r  S u n d ay  p a r t i e s ,  a n d  
t h e i r  po l l u t i n g  amu s emen t s ;  men  o f  l i g h t  mo r a l i t y,  
who  a s s a i l  h i s  i n t eg r i t y ;  a  f ew love r s  o f  s c i ence  and  
genera l  knowledge,  who endeavour to a l lure him from 
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re l i g ion  to  ph i lo sophy.  How f e a r fu l  i s  h i s  s i t u a t ion ,  
and how per i lous !  Usua l ly  i t  would be bet ter  to  leave  
i t ,  for  how few can hold f a s t  the i r  integ r i ty  in such a  
s i tua t ion !  But  the re  he,  th i s  dec ided ,  th i s  in f l ex ib l e,  
t h i s  n o b l e - m i n d e d  yo u t h ,  s t a n d s  f i r m ,  u ny i e l d i n g ,  
dec ided.  He i s  ne i ther  a shamed nor  a f ra id :  he ne i ther  
den i e s  no r  concea l s  h i s  p r inc ip l e s .  A t  p rope r  t ime s ,  
before some of  these laugher s ,  he bends  hi s  knees  and  
p r ay s ;  i n  p re s ence  o f  t h a t  j e e r i ng  s e t ,  h e  open s  h i s  
B ib l e  and  re ad s ;  f rom tha t  p l e a su re - t ak ing  company  
he  breaks  o f f ,  amids t  the i r  s co f f s ,  to  go to  the  house  
o f  God .  He bea r s  the  pe l t ing s  o f  the i r  p i t i l e s s  s to r m  
o f  r id icu le  or  r age,  unru f f l ed  in  temper,  unmoved in  
p r inc ip le,  and  on ly  ca s t s  upon h i s  per secutor s  a  look  
of  gent le  p i ty,  or  ut ter s  a  mi ld word of  expostu la t ion,  
or  s i l en t ly  pre sent s  the  prayer,  ‘Fa ther,  forg ive  them,  
f o r  t hey  know no t  wha t  t hey  do ’ .  He  keep s ,  by  h i s  
f i r mnes s ,  the  whole  pack  a t  bay.  A sec re t  admira t ion  
i s  bes towed upon him by other s ,  whi le  even they who  
ha t e  h im mos t  a re  o f t en  a s ton i shed  a t  h i s  i n f l ex ib l e  
r e s o l u t i o n ,  a n d  i t  m ay  b e  t h a t  o n e  a n d  a n o t h e r  a t  
l ength  s ay  to  h im,  ‘We mus t  go wi th  you,  for  we see  
G o d  i s  w i t h  yo u ’ .  Ta l k  o f  d e c i s i o n  o f  c h a r a c t e r !  
There i t  i s  in  a l l  i t s  force,  beauty,  and ut i l i ty.  I  know  
o f  no  ca se  in  God’s  wor ld  in  which  i t  i s  exempl i f i ed  
w i t h  m o re  p owe r  t h a n  i n  t h a t .  I t  i s  a  r i c h  m a n i - 
festation of divine grace, by which alone it is maintained.  
I t  i s  a  s i gh t  on  wh ich  ange l s  m igh t  l ook  down wi th  
de l i gh t ,  and  in  re spec t  to  which  God i s  eve r  s ay ing ,  
‘ We l l  d o n e ,  g o o d  a n d  f a i t h f u l  s e r v a n t ’ .  I t  i s  n o t  
mar ty rdom l i t e r a l l y,  bu t  i t  i s  so  in  sp i r i t ;  and  such  a  
youth ranks with confessors, who bear witness for Chr ist 
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am id s t  ‘ c r u e l  mock i ng s ’ .  I n  p e r s e cu t i n g  t ime s  t h a t  
noble youth would have died for relig ion upon the scaf- 
fo ld or  a t  the s take.  Young men,  behold your pat ter n.  
Thi s  i s  the  dec i s ion for  which I  ca l l  upon you:  and I  
ca l l  upon you to copy i t  wi thout  procras t inat ion.  You  
ough t  no t  t o  d a re  t o  d e l ay  any  more  t h an  t o  d eny.  
Ever y  moment ’s  he s i t a t ion  i s  a  moment  o f  rebe l l ion .  
You have no more r ight to halt than you have to refuse.  
God’s  c l a im i s  upon you now,  and your  next  bus ine s s  
after reading this chapter, is to r ise and yield yourselves  
t o  God .  When  Py r r hu s  a t t emp t ed  t o  p ro c r a s t i n a t e ,  
t he  Roman  amba s s ado r  w i th  whom he  wa s  t re a t i ng ,  
d rew a  c i rc l e  round  h im on  the  ea r th  wi th  h i s  c ane,  
and ,  in  the  name o f  the  Sena te,  demanded an  answer  
be fore  he  s t epped ac ro s s  the  l ine.  I  do  the  s ame:  the  
place in which you read this  chapter i s  a  c irc le around  
you,  and be fore  you l ay  down the  vo lume,  I  demand,  
in the name of God, an answer, whether you wil l  serve  
him or Baal.

Put me not off with the excuse that it  is  an impor tant  
matter  and requires  del iberat ion.  I t  i s  impor tant ,  most  
momentous,  and on that  account requires  instant deci- 
s ion; and as to deliberation, how much do you require?  
A  ye a r ?  A  m o n t h ?  A  we e k ?  W h a t !  t o  d e t e r m i n e  
whether you shal l  serve God or Baal?  You have hes i ta- 
ted too long, and another moment’s  del iberat ion i s  too  
much. Excuse not procrast ination by the al legation that  
it is God’s work to change the hear t. It is, but it is yours  
a l so.  The Spir i t  of  God i s  s t r iv ing with you whi le you  
read this .  Al l  the inf luences necessar y for sa lvat ion are  
this moment submitted to the appropr iation of your faith.  
Tur n  no t  away  wi th  the  pur po se  and  the  p romi se  o f 
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coming to a decis ion at some future t ime. Future t ime!  
Alas!  there may be no future for you. Upon the present  
hour may be suspended your eternal destiny. The instant  
of  your reading this  may be the deter mining point,  for  
tomor row you may die, or be g iven up by God to hard- 
ine s s  o f  hea r t .  I  p re s s  you ,  the re fo re,  fo r  immed i a t e  
decision.

Oh !  wha t  a  s c ene  i s  now be fo re  you !  How so l emn  
a n d  h ow  m o m e n t o u s !  I n  w h a t  t r a n s a c t i o n s ,  a m i d s t  
wha t  spec t a to r s ,  w i th  wha t  re su l t s  and  consequence s  
h ave  you  been  engaged  wh i l e  pe r u s ing  th i s  chap t e r !  
Three worlds, heaven, earth, and hell, are at this moment  
feeling an interest in you, as if your eternal destiny hung  
upon the appea l  now made to you.  Amidst  the prayer s  
of anxious parents;  amidst the labour s of earnest minis- 
t e r s ;  a m i d s t  t h e  s y m p a t h i e s  a n d  s o l i c i t u d e s  o f  t h e  
Church  o f  Chr i s t ;  and  r i s ing  s t i l l  h igher,  amid s t  the  
eager hopes of angels, waiting to minister to your salva- 
t ion, and the jealous fear s  and dread of demons no less  
eager  fo r  your  de s t r uc t ion ;  and ,  above  a l l ,  under  the  
watch fu l  not ice  o f  the  g lor ious  Redeemer  wa i t ing  to  
rece ive  you among hi s  d i sc ip le s ;  you have been urged  
to  dec ide for  God and re l ig ion,  aga ins t  any and ever y  
t h i ng  t h a t  c an  b e  pu t  i n  oppo s i t i on .  Wha t  s h a l l  b e  
your deci s ion? I t  i s  recorded of  an Amer ican preacher  
th a t  wh i l e  he  wa s  once  u rg ing  s im i l a r  c l a ims  on  h i s  
aud ience,  and  demand ing  who wou ld  be  dec ided ,  he  
paused;  a  so lemn s i l ence ensued,  which was  a t  l ength  
b roken  by  a n  i nd iv i du a l  who  h ad  b e en  i n c l i n ed  t o  
inf idelity, r ising, and with strong emotion simply saying,  
I  w i l l .  The  po in t  wa s  t h a t  hou r  dec ided .  F rom tha t  
moment he became a determined, consistent Christian. Young 
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m e n ,  w h o  w i l l  i m i t a t e  t h i s  e x a m p l e ,  a n d  s a y  i n  
t h e  h e a r i n g  o f  h i m  t o  w h o m  t h e  a u d i b l e  vo i c e  i s  
unnece s s a r y,  ‘ I  w i l l ? ’ Tha t  mono sy l l a b l e ,  u t t e red  i n  
sincer ity, will go up to heaven and engage it in a chorus  
o f  p r a i s e  ove r  yo u r  d e c i s i o n ,  w i l l  g o  d ow n  t o  t h e  
bottomless pit  and exasperate the host of darkness with  
the shame and the rage of a new defeat, and go through  
eter nity with you as  the source of  inf ini te del ight .  Let  
this then be your resolution, ‘I will’.
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CHAPTER 4

AMIABILITY WITHOUT RELIGION

Then Jesus beholding him loved him. MarK 10:21

The na r r a t ive  o f  wh i ch  th i s  f o r ms  a  p a r t ,  i s  t hu s  
g iven:  ‘And when he was gone for th into the way,  

there came one running and kneeled to him, and asked  
h im,  Good Mas ter,  what  sha l l  I  do tha t  I  may inher i t  
e t e r n a l  l i f e ?  And  Je s u s  s a i d  un t o  h im ,  Why  c a l l e s t  
t hou  me  good?  The re  i s  none  good  bu t  one,  th a t  i s  
G o d .  T h o u  k n owe s t  t h e  c o m m a n d m e n t s ,  D o  n o t  
commit adultery, Do not kil l ,  Do not steal, Do not bear  
f a l s e  w i t n e s s ,  De f r a ud  no t ,  Honou r  t hy  f a t h e r  a nd  
mother.  And he  answered and sa id  unto  h im,  Mas te r,  
a l l  the se  have  I  ob se r ved  f rom my youth .  Then Je su s  
beholding him loved him, and said unto him, One thing  
thou  l a cke s t ;  go  thy  way,  s e l l  wha t soeve r  thou  ha s t ,  
and g ive  to  the  poor,  and thou sha l t  have  t rea sure  in  
heaven ;  and  come,  t ake  up  thy  c ro s s ,  and  fo l low me.  
And he was sad at  that  saying,  and went away g r ieved;  
for he had great possessions.’

The  ch a r a c t e r  o f  Ch r i s t ,  a s  d e l i n e a t ed  by  t he  pen  
of the evangelists, is one of the br ightest glor ies of reve- 
l a t ion ,  and one  o f  the  many in te r na l  ev idence s  o f  i t s  
d iv ine  o r i g in .  Even  the  in f i de l  Rous s e au  con f e s s ed , 
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tha t  i f  the  go spe l  were  a  f ab l e,  he  tha t  inven ted  the  
character  of  the Saviour,  must  h imse l f  be g reater  than  
the hero of his  ta le.  What a union, without confusion,  
of the human and the divine; what an exhibit ion of the  
awful  and the amiable,  o f  the s ter n and the tender ;  a t  
one time denouncing with ter r if ic vengeance the cr imes  
of  the Jews;  a t  another,  weeping over  the approaching  
f u l f i lmen t  o f  h i s  own  p red i c t i on s ;  now  c a s t i n g  ou t  
demons f rom the posses sed,  then taking l i t t le  chi ldren  
i n  h i s  a r m s ;  a nd  j u s t  a f t e r ,  l o ok i n g  w i t h  d e ep  a nd  
tender interest  on a youth, amiable,  but not decided to  
fo l low him.  Al l  th i s ,  and in f in i te ly  more  than th i s ,  i s  
exh ib i t ed  in  the  cha r ac t e r  o f  ou r  Lord .  Young  men ,  
study this sublime, beautiful, and superhuman character,  
and say,  i f  both th i s ,  and the  book which conta ins  i t ,  
mus t  not  be  o f  God.  Could  such a  pa t te r n  o f  match- 
l e s s  t r u th ,  pur i t y,  and  benevo lence,  be  the  o f f sp r ing  
o f  de lu s ion ,  f a l s ehood ,  and  deprav i t y,  wh ich  i t  mus t  
h ave  been ,  i f  i t  be  the  p roduc t ion  o f  impos tu re ?  To  
what page of uninspired history can inf idelity direct you  
for anything which even remotely resembles it  in g reat- 
ness, goodness, and unearthliness?

We  n ow  a d ve r t  t o  a  s i n g l e  i n c i d e n t  i n  t h e  l i f e  
o f  Chr i s t ,  one of  g rea t  in s t r uct ivenes s  and in tere s t  to  
you.  By consul t ing the chapter  f rom which the f act  i s  
taken,  you wil l  f ind that  a  youth of  rank,  for tune,  and  
off ice, came to Jesus with deep solicitude to know what  
he must  do to obtain eter nal  l i fe.  The whole nar rat ive  
shows that he was a moral and amiable young man, and  
a l so concerned about rel ig ion, but depending upon the  
mer its of his own good doings for acceptance with God;  
and a t  the  s ame t ime lov ing h i s  wea l th  f a r  more  than  
was cons i s tent  with hi s  high pretens ions of  love to hi s 
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neighbour,  and concer n about  e ter ni ty.  Bel ieving that  
Chr ist was a teacher sent from God, he wished to know  
f rom him whether  there  was  anyth ing more  which he  
cou ld  do to  s t rengthen the  ba s i s  o f  h i s  hopes ,  and to  
conf i r m h i s  a s surance  o f  s a lva t ion .  I t  i s  impor tan t  to  
remark, and recol lect,  that in replying to him our Lord  
dea l s  w i th  h im on  h i s  own g rounds .  Chr i s t ,  in  wha t  
h e  s a i d ,  n e i t h e r  d i s c l a i m e d  h i s  ow n  d i v i n i t y,  n o r  
preached to him the doctr ine of just i f icat ion by works;  
but merely asked him how, with his views of the per son  
he then spoke to, he could address him, and f latter him  
w i th  a  t i t l e  wh i ch  he  knew in  i t s  ab so lu t e  mean ing  
belonged only to God. So also in tel l ing him that i f  he  
kept the commandments with unsinning perfection from  
the beginning to the end of life, he would on the ground  
o f  h i s  own obedience  be  ju s t i f i ed ,  h i s  d iv ine  Teacher  
d i d  no t  mean  t o  s ay  t h a t  s u ch  a  t h i ng  a s  un s i nn ing  
obedience would be found in him or any one el se;  but  
that if it real ly could be found, it would justify the man  
who had i t .  Our Lord soon showed to him, by the tes t  
he applied to his judgement and conscience, that he was  
not so holy as he thought he was; for upon being com- 
manded to  go and se l l  h i s  pos se s s ions  and g ive  to  h i s  
ne ighbour s ,  which ,  a s  he  rega rded  Chr i s t  a s  a  d iv ine  
t e a che r  s e n t  f rom  God ,  h e  ough t  t o  h ave  done,  h e  
‘wen t  away  so r rowfu l ,  f o r  he  had  g re a t  po s s e s s i on s .’  
Thus  p rov ing  tha t  w i th  a l l  h i s  p ro f e s s ion s  o f  hav ing  
kept  the  l aw,  he  loved h i s  money more  than he loved  
God ,  o r  h i s  ne ighbour,  and  tha t  the  wor ld  wa s  even  
then his  idol .  We are not to suppose f rom this  in junc- 
t ion of  our  Lord,  that  no one can be a  Chr i s t i an who  
does  not  d i spose  of  the whole  of  h i s  proper ty  in  a lms 
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d e e d s .  C h r i s t  l a i d  d ow n  a  g e n e r a l  p r i n c i p l e ,  t h a t  
supreme love of the world and earnestness after salvation  
a re  incompat ib le  wi th  each  o ther :  and  gave  i t  such  a  
special application and extent in this case as its peculiar- 
ity required.

St i l l ,  we are to ld that ,  ‘when Jesus  looked upon him  
he  loved  h im’ .  Love  i s  a  word  o f  w ide  and  compre- 
hen s ive  mean ing ;  in  some  p l a ce s  s i gn i f y ing  app rova l  
of ,  and complacency in,  character ;  in other s ,  meaning  
no th ing  more  than  a  gene r a l  i n t e re s t  and  good  wi l l .  
There are  somet imes  appearances  in  the character  and  
conduct of those with whom we have to do, that deeply  
in t e re s t  u s ;  ye t  a l l  the  wh i l e,  the re  i s  much  in  them  
th a t  we  condemn.  Th i s  wa s  the  c a s e  be fo re  u s .  The  
humanity of  Chr is t  par took of  the s inless  inst incts  and  
p ro p e r t i e s  o f  o u r  ow n .  H i s  b o s o m  wa s  s u s c e p t i b l e  
of the emotions of fr iendship, and of al l  that is honour- 
able and g raceful in our nature. On this  occasion there  
wa s  s ome th ing  i n  t h e  c i rcums t ance s ,  ch a r a c t e r,  a nd  
manner s  of  th i s  young man,  which a t t rac ted the hear t  
o f  J e s u s  t o  h i m ;  h i s  yo u t h f u l  a p p e a r a n c e  wa s  p r e - 
po s s e s s i n g ;  h i s  manne r s  p l e a s i n g ;  h i s  a dd re s s  c ou r - 
t eous ;  h i s  l anguage  re spec t fu l ;  h i s  d i spo s i t ion  so  de- 
f e ren t i a l  and  doc i l e,  tha t  Je su s  beho ld ing  h im,  loved  
h im .  He  no t i c e d ,  r e cogn i s e d ,  a nd  a pp roved  a l l  t h e  
good  qua l i t i e s  he  po s se s s ed ,  he  wa s  in te re s t ed  in  h i s  
youthful age, combined as it was with some concern for  
relig ion; he cher ished benevolent wishes for his welfare,  
and  a  f r i end ly  wi l l ingne s s  to  do  h im good .  Th i s  wa s  
al l ; his regard for what was holy and just and good, pre- 
ven ted  h im f rom go ing  f a r the r.  Hi s  inward  emot ions  
a l l  the  whi le  amounted  to  l amenta t ion ,  tha t  so  much 
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seeming exce l lence should be ta inted with that  which  
rendered i t  of  no wor th in the s ight of God, and of no  
avail to the young man’s salvation.

You see what was the defect in this man, he possessed  
not  the  f a i th  which overcomes  the  wor ld .  He wi shed  
t o  un i t e  two  t h i ng s  u t t e r l y  i r re conc i l a b l e ,  t h e  l ove  
of  God and the love of  the world.  He wanted to serve  
two mas te r s ,  God and  Mammon.  I t  wa s  no t  v i ce  and  
pro f l igacy  tha t  kept  h im f rom t r ue  re l ig ion here,  and  
f ro m  h e ave n  h e re a f t e r  i t  wa s  t h e  m o re  d e c e n t  a n d  
reputable s in of supreme attachment to things seen and  
t empora l .  He  cou ld  g ive  up  many  s in s ,  bu t  he  cou ld  
not g ive up his besett ing sin, supreme regard to wealth.  
He could do many things,  but he could not g ive up al l  
to fo l low Chr i s t .  He could g ive up vice,  but  he could  
not  deny h imse l f  and take  up h i s  c ros s .  He had many  
good qualities, but he lacked that one thing which alone  
cou ld  g ive  ho l ine s s  t o  them a l l .  I f  v i c e  ha s  s l a i n  i t s  
thousands ,  wor ld l ines s  ha s  s l a in  i t s  tens  o f  thousands .  
Of a l l  the f a l se gods mentioned in the las t  chapter,  the  
shr ine of  Mammon i s  most  resor ted to:  i t  i s  f rom that  
temple the broadest  and most  beaten path to perdi t ion  
w i l l  b e  f ound .  In  the  c rowd  wh i ch  p re s s  a l ong  th a t  
path, are included, not only the knaves, the cheats,  and  
men of dishonourable character of every kind, but men  
who fol low whatsoever things are just ,  and honest ,  and  
t r u e,  and  even  l ove l y,  and  o f  good  repo r t ;  who  ye t  
w i th a l  r i s e  t o  no  h i ghe r  g r ade  o f  mor a l  exce l l ence,  
and  no  more  ex a l t ed  ch a r a c t e r,  t h an  t o  b e  j u s t  and  
honourable  wor shipper s  of  th i s  sordid dei ty.  Yes ,  even  
Mammon can boa s t  o f  devotee s  who,  though they  do  
not act from a pr inciple of relig ion, yet scorn al l  that is  
mean ,  d i shonourable  and  un ju s t .  Cons ide r  the  words 
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of  an inspired apost le,  ‘ I f  any man love the world,  the  
love  o f  the  Fa the r  i s  no t  in  h im’ ;  and  beg in  l i f e  re - 
m e m b e r i n g  t h a t  i n  t h e  b ro a d  ro a d  t h a t  l e a d e t h  t o  
destruct ion there i s  a  path for the lover s  of  the world,  
as well as for the lovers of vice.

Be fore  I  go  on  to  t ake  up  and  cons ide r  the  sub jec t  
o f  t h i s  ch ap t e r,  t h e re  a re  a  f ew  rema rk s  wh i ch  may  
wi th  p ropr i e ty  be  made  upon the  ca s e  o f  th i s  young  
man  v i ewed  i n  connec t i on  w i th  ou r  Lo rd ’s  f e e l i ng s  
toward s  h im.  How much  conce r n  may  in  some ca s e s  
be felt about relig ion without the subject of that solici- 
t ude  b e i ng  t r u l y  re l i g i ou s !  He re  wa s  s ome  anx i e t y,  
ear nes tnes s ,  and inquir y,  yet  not  t r ue,  inte l l igent ,  and  
s c r ip tura l  re l ig ion ,  a  charac te r  which  i s  by  no means  
uncommon .  We  some t ime s  s e e  a  t re e  i n  s p r i ng  one  
mass  of  blos som, beaut i fu l  to the eye,  and fu l l  of  pro- 
mi se  to  i t s  owner ;  and  ye t  we  a f t e rward s  s ee  a l l  tha t  
b lo s som d rop  w i thou t  s e t t i ng ,  and  the  t re e  s t and  in  
au tumn a  co l l e c t i on  o f  b r anche s  and  l e ave s  w i thou t  
a  s i n g l e  f r u i t .  A l a s !  a l a s !  how  many  young  p e r s on s  
re semble  such t ree s ,  and  exc i te  the  hopes  o f  pa rent s ,  
minis ter s ,  and other s ,  by incipient appearances of  re l i- 
g i o n ,  o n l y  t o  d i s a p p o i n t  t h e m !  D o  n o t  a d d  t o  t h e  
number of  these  promis ing but  decept ive appearances ,  
and the bitter disappointments which they inflict.

How much  good  and  ev i l  may  be  mixed  up  in  the  
s ame charac ter ;  requi r ing  the  mos t  ca re fu l  d i sc r imin- 
a t ion  and  the  mos t  impa r t i a l  exe rc i s e  o f  j udgement !  
Here were lovely traits,  cor rupted and spoiled by other s  
o f  an  oppo s i t e  qua l i t y.  In  heaven  and  he l l  t he re  a re  
no mixed character s ,  the former being inhabited by the  
pu re l y  good ,  and  the  l a t t e r  by  the  en t i re l y  b ad .  No  
s peck  i s  on  the  b r i gh t  and  bu r n i shed  su r f a ce  o f  t he 
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f o r me r ;  no t  a  s po t  o f  b r i gh t n e s s  r e l i eve s  t h e  b l a c k  
g round of the lat ter.  On ear th, however,  we frequently  
meet with a blending of apparently good and real ly bad  
qual i t ie s .  The f a l l  of  Adam, though i t  s t ruck out f rom  
the heart all that is holy towards God, did not extinguish  
a l l  t h a t  i s  a m i a b l e  t owa rd s  m a n .  L a p s e d  h u m a n i t y  
i s  no t ,  i n d e ed ,  a s  a n g e l i c a l  a s  i t s  i g no r an t  o r  f a l s e  
f l a t t e re r s  wou ld  repre sen t ;  bu t  ne i the r  i s  i t  a lways  a s  
unlovely, diabolical ,  or brutal ,  as i ts  injudicious detrac- 
t o r s  a s s e r t .  I f  n o  p l a n t  o f  p a r a d i s e  g row s  i n  m a n ’s  
hear t  t i l l  planted there by g race, there are wild f lower s  
o f  some beauty  and p lea s an t  odour  which  re l i eve  the  
drear iness  of  the wi lder ness  ‘and waste their  f rag rance  
on  the  de s e r t  a i r ’ .  Where  th i s  m ix tu re  ex i s t s ,  l e t  u s  
recognise it ,  and neither al low the good to reconcile us  
to the evil, nor the evil to prejudice us against the good.  
It is very disingenuous to talk in superlatives, as though  
every man who is a sinner was a perfect villain.

The  po s s e s s i on  o f  s ome  good  qua l i t i e s  i s  no  com- 
p e n s a t i o n  f o r  t h e  wa n t  o f  o t h e r s ;  n o r  a ny  e x c u s e  
wha teve r  fo r  the  po s s e s s ion  o f  b ad  one s .  Noth ing  i s  
more  common  th an  f o r  men  to  t r y  t o  s e t  up  a  s o r t  
o f  compromi se  be tween  re l i g ion  and  mora l i t y.  Some  
imag ine  tha t  a t tent ion to  the  dut ie s  o f  the  l a t te r  wi l l  
re l ea se  them f rom obl iga t ions  to  the  fo r mer,  and  the  
performance of their duty to man serve instead of what  
they owe to God;  whi le  other s  seem to think the per- 
for mance of  re l ig ious dut ies  wi l l  exonerate them from  
t h e i r  o b l i g a t i o n s  t o  t r u t h ,  j u s t i c e ,  a n d  p u r i t y.  S o  
a l so  in  the s e  s epa r a t e  depa r tmen t s ,  a t t en t ion  to  one  
branch of  duty,  e spec ia l ly  i f  ra ther  s t r ic t  and r ig id ,  i s  
thought  to  be  a  compensa t ion and a tonement  for  the  
omis s ion or  v io la t ion of  other s .  I t  wi l l  not  do.  I t  i s  a 
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decep t ive  and  de s t r uc t ive  a t t empt .  The  word  o f  God  
forbids  thi s  wicked compromise,  and requires  absolute  
per fec t ion ,  in  the  h ighes t  deg ree  in  ever y  pa r t i cu l a r,  
bo th  in  re f e rence  to  re l i g ion  and  mora l i t y.  I t  i s  one  
o f  t he  ch i e f  g l o r i e s  o f  t he  B ib l e,  t h a t  i t  p re s c r i be s ,  
requ i re s ,  and  a id s  the  acqu i s i t ion  o f  a  comple te  cha- 
r a c t e r ;  a  ch a r a c t e r  i n  wh i ch  p i e t y  t owa rd s  God  and  
mora l i t y  toward s  man ,  the  e l ement s  o f  heaven ly  and  
ear th ly  exce l lence,  a l l  tha t  i s  t r ue,  and beaut i fu l ,  and  
good ,  h a r mon iou s l y  comb ine.  Ou r  Lo rd  wou l d  no t  
a c c ep t  t h i s  young  man ’s  mo r a l i t y  i n  e x cu s e  f o r  h i s  
want  o f  t r ue  p ie ty ;  nor  h i s  concer n  about  the  fu ture  
world as an apology for his love to the present one.

We  s hou l d  no t  f a i l  t o  own  and  even  l ove  g ene r a l  
exce l lence wherever  we f ind i t ,  though i t  may not  be  
i n  a s s o c i a t i on  w i t h  s a n c t i f y i ng  g r a c e .  I t  i s  good  i n  
itself and useful to others, though it will not lead on its  
po s s e s s o r  t o  h e aven .  An  am i ab l e  you th ,  who  i s  h i s  
pa ren t s ’ comfor t  so  f a r  a s  gene ra l  exce l l ence  i s  con- 
cer ned,  even though he may not  be a  par taker  of  t r ue  
conversion to God, is not to be placed upon a level with  
a  p ro f l i ga te  p rod iga l .  We mus t  not  s ay  o f  any  man,  I  
hate him utterly, and abhor him in al l  respects ,  because  
h e  h a s  n o t  t r u e  h o l i n e s s .  T h u s  d i d  n o t  C h r i s t  a c t  
t owa rd  th i s  young  r u l e r.  He  knew he  wa s  no t  ho l y,  
yet, behold how he loved him.

Wha t eve r  g ene r a l  e x c e l l en c e  we  may  s e e  i n  t ho s e  
with whom we have to do, and however we may admire  
and commend it, we should sti l l  point out their defects,  
a nd  ende avou r  t o  l e a d  t h em  on  t o  s e ek  t h e  s upp l y  
o f  them.  Thi s  e spec ia l ly  app l ie s  to  a  want  o f  re l ig ion  
a s s oc i a t ed  w i th  the  po s s e s s i on  o f  many  exce l l ence s .  
We are al l  too apt to be thrown off our guard here, and 
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to a l low our se lves  to th ink there must  be p ie ty  where  
there  i s  so  much bes ides  tha t  i s  love ly :  or  i f  not ,  tha t  
i t  cou ld  add  but  l i t t l e  to  such  exce l l ence.  I t  i s  to  be  
recol lected however,  that as  long as  these general  good  
qual i t ies  are associated with an unrenewed and unsanc- 
t i f i ed  na tu re,  they  a re  u t t e r l y  de s t i tu te  o f  tha t  p r in- 
ciple which only can make them truly vir tuous,  which  
a lone can render them lovely in the s ight  of  God,  and  
which alone can connect them with sa lvat ion. No f a l se  
tenderness to the feelings of such persons, no disposition  
to  f l a t t e r  them,  no  rega rd  to  the  op in ions  o f  o the r s ,  
should lead us to conceal from them that we know they  
are dest i tute of what i t  i s  necessary they should possess  
i n  o rd e r  t o  t h e i r  s a l va t i on .  How f a i t h f u l l y  d i d  ou r  
Lo rd  s ay  ‘One  t h i n g  t hou  l a c ke s t  ye t ’ .  Ou r  j udg e - 
men t s  in  ma t t e r s  o f  mora l i t y  and  re l i g ion  shou ld  be  
for med by,  and fo l low,  tha t  o f  God.  The Bible  i s  the  
s t andard ,  and God the  judge,  o f  t r ue  exce l lence.  The  
conven t i ona l  op in ion s  o f  men  on  the s e  s ub j e c t s  a re  
o f t en  ve r y  d i f f e ren t  f rom tho se  o f  God .  He  look s  a t  
the hear t ,  whi le  man of tent imes looks no fur ther than  
t h e  o u t wa rd  b e a r i n g .  H e  l o o k s  a t  t h e  s t a t e  o f  t h e  
h e a r t  t owa rd s  h im s e l f :  man  t oo  g ene r a l l y  l ook s  no  
f a r ther  than the conduct  towards  soc ie ty.  In re ference  
to many a  love ly  spec imen of  genera l  exce l lence,  man  
would  a sk  the  ques t ion ,  ‘What  can  be  want ing  here? ’  
G o d  r e p l i e s ,  ‘ R e l i g i o n ’ .  M a n  a s k s  f u r t h e r ,  ‘ W h a t  
cou ld  re l i g ion  add  to  th i s ? ’ God  an swer s ,  ‘The  f i r s t  
o f  a l l  du t i e s  and  exce l l ence s ,  l ove  to  me ’ .  Man  s t i l l  
que s t i on s ,  ‘Wou ld  any  one  con s i gn  t h i s  t o  d e s t r u c - 
t i o n ? ’ G o d  r e p l i e s ,  ‘ I s  t h i s  w h a t  I  d e m a n d  f o r  
s a lva t ion;  or  i s  i t  tha t  which cons t i tu te s  meetnes s  for  
heaven?’
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I t  i s  impo r t a n t  t o  r ema r k  t h e  i n t e re s t  ou r  d iv i n e  
Lord takes  in the wel f are  of  the young,  and especia l ly  
o f  young  men .  Noth ing  l i ke  wha t  i s  s a id  o f  Chr i s t ’s  
d i s p o s i t i o n  t owa rd s  t h i s  yo u n g  m a n  i s  s a i d  o f  a ny  
other  unconver ted per son in a l l  the Word of  God.  No  
other  indiv idua l  seems in the same way to have ca l led  
f o r t h  t h e  s e n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  ou r  Lo rd .  T h a t  i t  wa s  a n  
exerci se of  his  regard towards a par t icular  individual  i s  
admit ted;  but  i t  may wel l  be imag ined i t  was  intended  
to be a  type of  h i s  interes t  in  a  c la s s ,  and that  c la s s  i s  
your s .  Je sus  looks  f rom hi s  throne of  g lor y upon you,  
addresses himself to you, is waiting for you, will receive  
you, and that with special complacency. Go to the book  
o f  P rove r b s ,  a nd  s e e  how  con s p i c uo u s  a  p l a c e  yo u  
sustain in the attention of the writer.

Bu t  I  go  on  now to  d i s cu s s  mo re  p a r t i cu l a r l y  t h e  
subject of amiability combined with defects of character.  
By amiabi l i ty  we mean what  in  common di scour se  we  
cal l  good nature,  a kindl iness  of  disposi t ion, a wil l ing- 
n e s s  t o  ob l i g e ,  s ome t ime s  un i t e d  w i t h  a  g en t l en e s s  
o f  manner,  and a  love ly  f ranknes s  of  conduct :  that ,  in  
f act ,  which const i tutes  genera l  lovel ines s  of  character.  
Now thi s ,  so  beaut i fu l  in  i t se l f ,  may be,  and of ten i s ,  
found in a character which is very defective in reference  
to other important and necessary things.

I .  There are  severa l  genera l  v iews that  may be taken  
of this defectiveness, which I will lay before you, before  
I  come  to  t h a t  s p e c i a l  c a s e  wh i ch  i s  b rough t  unde r  
review in the case of the young man in the gospel.

M a ny  p e r s o n s  c o n f o u n d  a m i a b i l i t y  w i t h  a n  e a s y  
n a t u re .  The  two  a re  ve r y  d i f f e r e n t :  t h e  f o r me r,  a s  
d i s t i ngu i shed  f rom the  l a t t e r,  mean s  a  k ind l i ne s s  o f  
na ture,  and a  d i spos i t ion to  accommodate  and obl ige, 
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but  under  the  regu la t ion o f  a  sound judgement .  Rea l  
am i ab i l i t y  i s  a lway s  wa t ch fu l  a g a i n s t  t h e  undue  i n - 
f luence of  other s ,  and can reso lute ly  re fuse to comply  
with a request for any thing improper in itself ,  however  
impor tunate ly  so l i c i ted .  I t  may,  and o f ten does ,  mos t  
f i r m l y  a nd  even  s t e r n l y  s ay,  ‘No ’ .  Bu t  a n  e a s y  n a - 
ture rare ly can,  or  does .  I t  has  not  the power to res i s t  
en t re a ty,  bu t  a l l ows  i t s e l f  to  be  pe r suaded  by  a lmos t  
eve r y  body,  and  t o  a lmo s t  eve r y  t h i ng .  Such  a  d i s - 
posi t ion resembles an osier,  which any one that pleases  
c an  bend  in  any  d i re c t i on ,  and  wh i ch  i n  f a c t  bend s  
of  i t se l f  before the gent lest  breeze.  True amiabi l i ty has  
eye s  to  s e e  and  examine,  a s  we l l  a s  e a r s  t o  hea r ;  an  
easy nature i s  quick of  hear ing,  but s tone-bl ind:  amia- 
b i l i ty  i s  se l f -moved and se l f -gover ned;  an  ea sy  na ture  
i s  a  me re  au toma ton ,  wh i ch  o the r s  move  and  gu ide  
without  any res i s tance of  i t s  own: amiabi l i ty  i s  a  k ind  
hear t  in  a s soc ia t ion wi th  a  c lea r  head ;  an  ea sy  na ture  
i s  a l l  hea r t ,  bu t  no  head .  Such an  ea sy  d i spos i t ion  i s  
a  ver y  dangerous  one,  and has  led mul t i tudes  to  the i r  
r u in .  Neve r  su r rende r  your s e l ve s  thu s ,  even  to  your  
f r iends;  for i f  you do, you may soon f ind your selves in  
the hands of  your enemies .  He i s  not  your f r iend who  
d e s i r e s  t o  b e  yo u r  m a s t e r .  B e  a  s l a ve  t o  n o  m a n .  
Never g ive away your judgement:  and instant ly dismiss  
f rom you r  soc i e t y  t he  i nd iv i dua l  whom you  su spec t  
o f  impos ing on good nature,  and who takes  you for  a  
poor dupe that has neither opinion nor wil l  of his own,  
but can be led to do anything by entreaty and coaxing.  
Acquire  s t rength a s  wel l  a s  beauty of  character.  Lear n  
t o  s a y,  ‘ N o ’ ,  a s  we l l  a s  ‘ Ye s ’ ,  a n d  h ow  t o  a b i d e  
by it.

Somet ime s  we  s ee  much  amiab i l i t y  a s soc i a t ed  wi th 
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much  i gno r an c e .  The re  i s  much  t h a t  i s  r e a l l y  ve r y  
k ind  and  obl i g ing ;  much  to  conc i l i a t e  a f f ec t ion ,  bu t  
ver y  l i t t l e  to  command re spect .  Hence the exce l lence  
that  i s  in the character does not do the good i t  might,  
for  want of  ta lent  or  acquirement to g ive i t  weight .  I t  
i s  o f  such a  per son sa id  wi th a  sneer,  ‘Ver y good,  but  
ve r y  we ak ’ .  I  s ay,  t h e re f o re ,  do  no t  b e  a n  am i a b l e  
foo l ,  an  obl i g ing  i gnoramus ,  a  mere  k ind  s imp le ton ;  
but  cul t ivate your inte l lect ,  and let  knowledge recom- 
mend v i r tue.  In  th i s  re spec t ,  a s  we l l  a s  in  o ther s ,  do  
not let ‘your good be evil spoken of ’.

I t  ha s  not  unf requent ly  occur red tha t  amiab i l i ty  ha s  
unhapp i ly  been  a s soc i a ted  wi th  in f ide l i ty  and  immo- 
r a l i t y.  Pe rhap s  more  f requen t l y  w i th  t he  l a t t e r  t h an  
with the for mer.  Specula t ive inf ide l i ty  has  a  tendency  
to make men cold ,  hard,  g loomy:  i t  f reezes  the genia l  
cur rent  o f  the  sou l ,  wi ther s  and s t a r ve s  benevo lence,  
and petr i f ies  the hear t  into se l f i shness .  But di s s ipat ion  
and  v i ce  a re  o f t en  f r ank  and  v ivac ious ;  fu l l  o f  mi r th  
and mer r iment .  Moder n re f inement  in  demora l i s a t ion  
ha s  s e l e c t ed  a  t e r m o f  some  a t t r a c t ion  to  de s c r ibe  a  
p ro f l i g a t e ,  and  he  i s  s a i d  t o  be  ‘ g ay ’ .  Co lone l  Ga r - 
d ine r,  be fo re  h i s  conve r s ion ,  wa s  c a l l ed  ‘The  Happy  
Rake ’ .  O f  a l l  t h e  ch a r a c t e r s  on  e a r t h  t h a t  a re  d an - 
g e rou s  t o  you ,  a nd  s hou l d  b e  s hunned  by  you ,  t h e  
amiable  prof l iga te  i s  the one most  to be dreaded.  The  
man of  k ind d i spos i t ion,  ins inuat ing addres s ,  po l i shed  
manner s ,  spark l ing  wi t ,  and keen humour,  but  o f  bad  
pr incip les  or  bad conduct ,  i s  the most  seduct ive agent  
o f  the  Wicked One for  the  r u in of  youth.  He has  the  
f asc inat ion of  the eye of  the bas i l i sk;  he has  the glossy  
and beauti ful ly var iegated skin of the ser pent,  conceal- 
ing  the  f ang and the  venom; he  i s  the  go lden cha l i ce 
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tha t  conta in s  the  poi sonous  draught ;  or,  to  reach the  
c l imax ,  he  i s  Sa t an  t r an s fo r med,  i f  no t  in to  an  ange l  
of l ight, into a personif ication of polished and attractive  
vice. Of such men beware.

I I .  I  n ow  m o r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e f e r  t o  a m i a b i l i t y  
wi thout  re l ig ion .  I  remark ,  tha t  young men may,  and  
o f ten do,  pos se s s  many qua l i t i e s  which a re  love ly  and  
in te re s t ing ,  whi le  a t  the  s ame t ime they  a re  de s t i tu te  
o f  t r ue  p ie ty.  There  may be  a  de l ica te  sens ib i l i ty,  the  
hear t  may be susceptible,  the imag ination glowing, and  
the  f ee l ing s  a l ive  to  wha teve r  i s  t ende r,  pa the t i c,  o r  
he ro i c,  and  ye t  a l l  t he  wh i l e  the re  may  he  no  s en s e  
of sin, no gratitude to Chr ist, no love of God, no delight  
in hol ines s ,  no aspira t ions  a f ter  heaven.  There may be  
natura l  genius ;  acquired knowledge; large infor mation;  
the i r  pos se s sor  may be able  to  a rgue log ica l ly,  to  d i s- 
cour se with ready conver sat ional  power,  to the del ight  
of  f r iends and the admirat ion of s tranger s ,  and yet one  
th ing may be lacking,  for  there  may be no knowledge  
of  God or of  eter na l  l i fe ;  and over that  mind which i s  
so br ight  and so br i l l iant  as  regards  the present world,  
may brood the darkness which involves it in the shadow  
of death. You wil l  sometimes see a young man so eager  
i n  t h e  pu r s u i t  o f  know l edge  a s  t o  t r im  h i s  l amp  a t  
midnight ,  and ant ic ipa te  the  dawn by h i s  s tud ie s ,  t i l l  
hi s  eye waxes dim, his  cheek g rows pale,  and the seeds  
of disease begin to spr ing up in his constitution enfeebled  
by mental  appl icat ion; and yet he cares nothing for the  
myster ies  of  the kingdom of heaven: there i s  one book  
he  s t ud i e s  no t ,  and  th a t  t he  be s t  o f  book s :  and  one  
s c i en c e  h e  c a re s  no t  t o  know,  and  t h a t  t h e  s c i en c e  
of  sa lvat ion.  To such i t  was wel l  sa id,  ‘By what dexte- 
r ity of ir rel ig ious caution did you precisely avoid every 
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track where the idea of God would meet you, or elude  
t h a t  i d e a  w h e n  i t  c a m e ?  W h a t  mu s t  s o u n d  r e a s o n  
th ink of  tha t  mind which amids t  mi l l ions  o f  thought s  
h a s  wande red  to  a l l  t h ing s  unde r  the  sun ,  to  a l l  t he  
pe r manent  o r  van i sh ing  appea r ance s  o f  c rea t ion ,  bu t  
neve r  f i xed  i t s  though t s  on  the  sup reme  re a l i t y,  and  
never  approached,  l ike  Moses ,  to  see  that  g rea t  s ight .’  
There may be doci l i ty and meekness ,  gentleness of dis- 
posit ion, and the utmost general loveliness of character,  
and yet none of the humil i ty of genuine rel ig ion, none  
of the true pover ty of spir i t ,  none of the meekness and  
g en t l ene s s  o f  Ch r i s t ,  none  o f  t h e  m ind  t h a t  wa s  i n  
Je su s .  The re  may  be  g re a t  s ob r i e t y  o f  m ind ;  a l l  t h e  
pas s ions  may be under  the re s t ra int s  o f  rea son;  a l l  the  
p rop en s i t i e s  may  b e  r u l e d  by  t h e  mo s t  e n t i r e  s e l f - 
gove r nmen t ;  ye t  t h e re  may  no t  b e  t h a t  ho l y  s obe r - 
m i n d e d n e s s ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  a p o s t l e ’s  
exhor t a t ion ,  and  which  cons i s t s  in  keep ing  the  g rea t  
end of l i fe in view, and adopting such pr inciples as  are  
connected with i t .  There may be in young people  the  
assiduities of an active benevolence, a wil l ing co-opera- 
t i on  in  s cheme s  o f  u s e fu lne s s  f o r  t he  bene f i t  o f  t he  
n a t i o n  o r  t h e  wo r l d ,  o r  o f  s o m e  p a r t i c u l a r  c l a s s  
o f  ob j e c t s  o f  human  compa s s i on ;  much  l a bou r  may  
be  be s towed ,  much  s e l f -den i a l  p r a c t i s ed ;  and  ye t  a l l  
t h i s  wh i l e  t h e re  may  b e  no  wo rk i ng  ou t  t h e i r  own  
s a l v a t i o n  w i t h  f e a r  a n d  t r e m b l i n g .  T h e r e  m ay  b e  
hone s t y  and  t r u s twor th ine s s  a s  a  s e r van t ,  exemp l a r y  
d i l i gence  and  pe r seve rance,  and  ye t  the re  may  be  no  
g iving dil igence to the g reat work of pleasing God, and  
no exercise of solicitude to serve the Lord Jesus Chr ist .  
Yea ,  a s  i n  t he  c a s e  o f  t h e  young  man  men t ioned  i n  
the text ,  there may be some concer n about re l ig ion,  a 
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regular  a t tendance on the ordinances  of  the sanctuar y;  
s ome  oc c a s i on a l  imp re s s i on s  and  conv i c t i on s ;  s ome  
t r an s i en t  conce r n  abou t  e t e r n i t y ;  and  ye t  the re  may  
be no entire g iving up s in and the world;  no complete  
s u r r e n d e r  o f  t h e  s o u l  t o  C h r i s t ;  n o  r e g e n e r a t i o n  
o f  hea r t ;  no  f a i th  in  Chr i s t ;  no  ho l ine s s .  The  you th  
may know the  t r u th  and not  love  i t :  he  may hear  the  
go s p e l  a nd  no t  b e l i eve  i t :  h e  may  con t emp l a t e  t h e  
scheme of  redempt ion,  and not  ava i l  h imse l f  o f  i t ;  he  
may know something of  the doctr ine of  the cross ,  and  
yet not appropr iate i t  for the sa lvat ion of his  soul :  and  
he  may specu la te  about  the  g lor y  o f  the  Sav iour,  and  
the sui tableness  of  hi s  character and work, and yet  not  
e m b r a c e  t h e  S av i o u r  a n d  h i s  r i g h t e o u s n e s s  a s  t h e  
g round o f  h i s  eve r l a s t ing  hope.  I t  i s  mos t  impre s s ive  
a nd  a f f e c t i n g  t o  c on s i d e r  t o  wha t  a  l i s t  o f  g en e r a l  
exce l l ence s ,  to  what  an  a s semblage  o f  v i r tue s ,  in  the  
same character,  the sad declara t ion must  be sometimes  
a dded ,  ‘Ye t  t h e re  i s  one  t h ing  l a ck ing ’ .  O !  t o  l ook  
successively upon the var ied forms of unsanctif ied moral  
beauty, as they pass before the searching eye of Chr istian  
scrut iny,  and to have to say to each as  i t  goes  by,  ‘Yet  
lackest thou the one thing needful!’

Any charac ter,  however  otherwise  exce l lent ,  i f  de f i - 
c i en t  o f  t r ue  re l i g ion ,  i s ,  v i ewing  i t s  po s se s so r  a s  an  
immor ta l  creature,  e s sent ia l ly  and ruinous ly  defect ive.  
And  i n  wha t  o the r  l i gh t  t h an  an  immor t a l  c re a t u re  
can he be viewed, i f  we real ly include his  whole being  
and his  highest  re lat ion? I  wi l l  suppose,  then, the pos- 
sess ion of many things,  yea,  I  wil l  car r y the idea as  f ar  
a s  i t  c an  be  ca r r i ed ,  and  wi l l  suppose  the  po s se s s ion  
of  everything,  except thi s  one thing true re l ig ion,  and  
i n  t h e  l a c k  o f  t h a t ,  t h e re  i s  a  c h a sm  wh i ch  a l l  t h e 
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rest  cannot f i l l  up,  a def ic iency they cannot supply.  To  
say of  a  human being,  a  ra t iona l ,  s in fu l ,  and immor ta l  
c re a tu re,  he  h a s  eve r y th ing  bu t  re l i g ion ,  i s  a s  i f  we  
should say of  a  c i t izen,  he has  ever ything but  patr iot- 
i sm; of  a  chi ld ,  he has  ever ything but f i l i a l  p iety;  of  a  
husband, he has everything but conjugal af fect ion. It  i s  
just that want for which no assemblage of acquirements  
and  o the r  exce l l ence s  c an  be  the  sma l l e s t  s ub s t i t u t e  
or compensation. Collect a garland of beautiful f lowers,  
and wrea the  them round the  brow of  a  cor pse,  love ly  
even  in  dea th ,  and  a sk ,  ‘What  i s  want ing  he re ? ’ And  
the ver y s i lence answer s ,  Li fe.  This  i s  a  jus t  represen- 
tation of the unsanctif ied excellences of a young per son  
without religion. Look at this defect in var ious relations.

I n  r e l a t i o n  t o  G o d .  O t h e r  q u a l i t i e s  m ay  h ave  n o  
d i re c t  re f e rence  t o  h im ,  bu t  t h i s  h a s .  I t  i s  wha t  h e  
demands .  Some o f  the  o ther  th ings  he  l eave s  to  your  
t a s t e ;  bu t  th i s  he  impose s  upon your  consc i ence.  He  
demands  your  f a i th ;  your  love ;  your  submis s ion;  your  
devotedness :  and yet  you are content  with excel lences  
that  have no re ference whatever  to your Creator,  Pre- 
s e r ve r,  and  Bene f ac to r !  You can  be  con ten t  to  smi l e  
upon your fellow-creatures, and be smiled upon by them,  
without ever  a sking,  ‘Where i s  God,  my Maker,  that  I  
may enjoy the l ight  o f  h i s  countenance,  and re f lec t  i t  
b a ck  i n  g r a t i t ude  and  l ove ? ’ I s  God ,  t hen ,  j u s t  t h a t  
one Being whom you may leave out of al l  consideration  
and regard,  and treat  as  leas t  wor thy of  being acknow- 
l edged  and  though t  o f ?  I s  God  ju s t  th a t  one  f r i end ,  
whom it  i s  quite a venia l  s in to banish from the mind,  
and who is to be no more regarded than if he were some  
idol  in a  temple in India?  I s  love to God just  that  one  
s t a t e  o f  h e a r t  w h i c h  c a n  b e  b e s t  s p a r e d  f ro m  t h e 
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vir tuous af fect ions,  and the absence of which is  no de- 
fect?  Sha l l  you by c iv i l i ty,  cour tesy,  good nature,  seek  
to please and g rat i fy everyone bes ides ,  and not seek to  
p l e a s e  God  by  re l i g ion?  Did  i t  eve r  occur  to  you  to  
a sk ,  ‘How must  I  appear  in  the  s ight  o f  God h imse l f ,  
wi th  th i s  one  de fec t ,  a  want  o f  re l i g ion? ’ How ha te- 
ful ,  and desperately wicked, in his  s ight,  must that one  
defect  make you appear.  What must  be his  di spleasure,  
tha t  whi le  you are  the  de l ight  o f  your  f r iends ,  g iv ing  
and rece iv ing p lea sure,  you nei ther  mainta in  nor  seek  
c o m mu n i o n  w i t h  h i m ;  a n d  t h a t  h e  s e e s  i n  yo u  n o  
s ince re  pour ing  ou t  your  sou l  in  the  way  o f  f e r ven t  
desires for his i l lumination, his compassion, his forg ive- 
ness, his transforming operations: no earnest penitential  
p l e a d i n g  i n  t h e  n a m e  o f  C h r i s t  f o r  h i s  f avo u r :  n o  
solemn, af fect ionate dedicat ion of your whole being to  
hi s  service,  but instead of  a l l  thi s ,  mere genera l  excel- 
lence,  g iv ing you a good s tanding among your fe l low- 
creatures ,  but having no more reference to him than i f  
h e  d i d  no t  e x i s t .  Ah !  wha t  a  d e f e c t  t h a t  on e  wan t  
must be in the sight of God!

V i ew  i t  n ow  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  B i b l e ,  t h e  b o o k  
of  God, and a l l  the g reat  subjects  which i t  contains .  I t  
was  to  implant  th i s  one  th ing  in  your  hear t ,  tha t  the  
Son of God became incarnate, and died upon the cross;  
that the Holy Spir it was poured out; that the Scr iptures  
were wr it ten;  that  the law was g iven; that  the Psa lmist  
was inspired to record his  sor rows,  confess ions,  aspira- 
t ions ,  and devot ions ;  tha t  prophet s  u t te red the i r  pre- 
dictions; that apostles penned their gospels and epist les.  
Heaven has opened and poured for th its  splendour s and  
i t s  revelat ions;  not to make you s imply amiable,  which  
you might have been without this ser ies of communications 
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f ro m  t h e  i nv i s i b l e  wo r l d ;  n o t  m e r e l y  t o  b e s t ow  a  
few general  or naments upon your character,  leaving i t s  
substance unchanged, defective and cor rupt as i t  i s :  not  
merely to f i t  you to g ive pleasure in the circ le of  your  
ear thly fr iends, while st i l l  al ienated from God and holi- 
n e s s .  Oh ,  no !  The  B ib l e ,  t h a t  wond rou s  book ;  t h a t  
s i lent  tes t imony for God and from him, was penned to  
b r ing  you under  the  in f luence  o f  v i t a l ,  exper imenta l  
re l i g ion .  And  ye t  you  a re  con ten t  w i th  amiab i l i t i e s ,  
of which you might have been possessed, i f  that volume  
h a d  n eve r  b e e n  w r i t t e n !  T h e  B i b l e ,  G o d ’s  B o o k ,  
wr i t ten by the  insp i ra t ion of  God’s  Sp i r i t ,  conta in ing  
God ’s  though t s ,  exp re s s ed  in  God ’s  word s ,  c a l l s  you  
then,  not  to mere genera l  exce l lences ,  but  to thi s  one  
t h ing  wh i ch  you  l a ck .  Pa t r i a rch s ,  p r i e s t s ,  p rophe t s ,  
apost le s ,  mar tyr s ,  a l l  say to you,  ‘Yet  lackes t  thou one  
t h i ng ’ .  Eve r y  wr i t e r,  eve r y  p a g e  o f  t h e  ho l y  book ,  
repeats the admonition.

V i ew  t h i s  d e f e c t  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  yo u r s e l ve s .  A l l  
other things  f a l l  shor t  of  your f acul t ies ,  your capaci ty,  
Yo u r  wa n t s ,  yo u r  d e s i r e s .  A m i a b i l i t y,  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  
spr ight l ines s ,  do not  meet  your  ca se,  you need some- 
th ing  h igher  and  be t t e r.  You want  re l i g ion ,  whe the r  
you desire i t  or not. You may, to a considerable extent,  
b e  i gno r an t  o f  you r  nece s s i t y  i n  th i s  re spec t ,  bu t  i t  
ex i s t s .  Re l ig ion i s  the  one th ing  which you not  on ly  
lack, but need. I t  i s  not to be viewed as  a thing which  
you r  Crea to r  impo se s  upon  you  by  a  mere  a rb i t r a r y  
appointment ,  a s  i f  he would exact ,  s imply in as ser t ion  
o f  h i s  supremacy,  and in  requirement  of  homage f rom  
his creature, something which in i tsel f  i s  foreign to the  
n e c e s s i t i e s  o f  you r  n a t u re .  I t  i s  no t  a  k i nd  o f  t r e e  
of  knowledge of good and evi l ,  a  s imple tes t  of  obedi-
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ence.  No.  By i t s  int r ins ic  qua l i ty  i t  so  cor responds  to  
your  na ture,  tha t  the  pos se s s ion  o f  i t  i s  v i t a l ,  and  i t s  
re ject ion mor ta l ,  to your happiness .  From the spir i tual  
pr inciple of your soul, there is an absolute necessity that  
it should be raised into complacent communication with  
i t s  Div ine Or ig ina l .  I t  i s  a s  much cons t i tuted to need  
this communication now and for ever, as the child is  to  
receive the nour ishment which Providence has provided  
in the breas t  of  i t s  mother ;  and i t  seems as  ra t ional  to  
suppose the inf ant could be sat i s f ied and fed, and made  
to g row, by the ornaments that might be lavished upon  
i t s  robes ,  whi le  i t s  mother ’s  mi lk  i s  den ied ,  a s  tha t  a  
sou l  f o r med  to  en joy  God  c an  be  s a t i s f i ed  w i th  any  
genera l  excel lences of  character,  whi le re l ig ion, which  
leads i t  to the fountain of true happiness ,  i s  neglected.  
I f  the  sou l  be  not  so  exa l ted  a s  to  be  p laced in  com- 
mun ion  w i t h  God ,  i t  i s  d eg r aded  and  p ro s t r a t ed  t o  
objects which cannot, by their nature, adequately meet,  
and  f i l l ,  and  b l e s s  i t s  f a cu l t i e s .  No ma t t e r  wha t  you  
a r e ,  o r  w h a t  yo u  h ave ,  i f  yo u  h ave  n o t  r e l i g i o n ;  
f o r  i f  yo u  h ave  n o t  r e l i g i o n ,  yo u  h ave  n o t  G o d :  
yo u  a r e  w i t h o u t  G o d .  A n d  w h a t  c a n  m a ke  u p  f o r  
that  pr ivat ion? Cons ider  only one s ing le  v iew of  your  
s i tuat ion,  that  of  the lonel iness  of  a  human soul  with- 
o u t  G o d .  ‘ A l l  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,’  s a y s  F o s t e r ,  ‘ a r e  
n e c e s s a r i l y  e x t r a n eou s  t o  t h e  s ou l :  t h ey  may  com- 
municate  with i t ,  but  they are  s t i l l  separa te  and with- 
ou t  i t ;  an  in t e r med i a t e  vacancy  keep s  them fo r  eve r  
a sunder ;  so  tha t ,  t i l l  God,  whose  e s sence per vades  a l l  
t h i ng s ,  come s  i n  and  i s  a pp rehended  and  f e l t  t o  b e  
absolute ly in the soul ,  the soul  must  be,  in a  sense,  in  
an insuperable and eter nal  sol i tude.’ But when rel ig ion  
comes into the soul, then God comes to dwell in it, and 
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thus ‘the inter ior, central loneliness, the solitude of the  
soul,  i s  banished by a most perfect ly intimate presence,  
wh ich  impa r t s  the  mos t  a f f e c t ing  s en se  o f  soc i e ty ;  a  
society,  a  communion,  which impar t s  l i fe  and joy,  and  
may cont inue in  per petu i ty.’ Happy i s  the  man whose  
sou l  ha s  th i s  one  th ing  which  mee t s  a l l  i t s  f a cu l t i e s ,  
want s ,  and woes .  What  can other  and le s ser  th ings  do  
in  t ime  o f  s i ckne s s ,  o f  mi s fo r tune s ,  o f  be re avement ,  
and  o f  d e a th ?  Wi l l  a  s p r i gh t l y  d i s po s i t i on ,  a  me r r y  
temper, a humorous fancy, or even a well-stored intellect,  
be  o f  any  se r v ice  then?  What  wi l l  the se  th ing s  do  in  
s u c h  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ?  T h ey  m ay  g row  a s  f l owe r s  i n  
t h e  p a t h  o f  l i f e ,  bu t  w i l l  t h ey  b l oom i n  t h e  va l l ey  
o f  t h e  s h a d ow  o f  d e a t h ?  I n f i d e l i t y,  i n d e e d ,  g i ve s  
u s  one  in s t ance,  and i t  ha s  vaunted  i t  a s  a  p roof  tha t  
a n  u n b e l i eve r  c a n  d i e  h a p py.  I  m e a n  H u m e,  w h o,  
i n  p ro spec t  o f  e t e r n i t y  (wh ich ,  w i th  h i s  v i ews ,  p re - 
sented nothing but the shadows of eternal night),  could  
f ind  no  h igher  or  be t te r  employment  than  p l ay ing  a t  
ca rds ,  read ing nove l s ,  or  c rack ing jokes  upon Charon  
and his  boat.  Such levity i l l  compor ted with such anti- 
c ipat ions ;  and was perhaps  nothing bet ter  than the act  
o f  a  t imid  boy  go ing  th rough a  church-ya rd  a t  n igh t  
‘ W h i s t l i n g  t o  ke e p  h i s  s p i r i t s  u p ’ .  B u t  v i ew  t h e s e  
endowments  in re ference to the day of  judgement and  
t h e  s c ene s  t h a t  f o l l ow.  The re  i s  a  d ay  o rd a i n ed ,  i n  
which God wi l l  judge  the  wor ld  in  r ighteousnes s ,  by  
Je su s  Chr i s t .  ‘Re jo i ce,  O young  man ,  i n  thy  you th ,  
and le t  thy hear t  cheer  thee in  the days  of  thy youth,  
and wa lk  in  the  ways  o f  th ine  hear t ,  and in  the  s ight  
of thine eyes; but know thou that for all these things God  
wil l  br ing thee into judgement.’ Imag ine that day were  
come: that  you heard the trumpet sound; that  you saw 
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the dead r i s ing f rom their  g raves ;  the world in f lames;  
the  Judge  de s cend ing ;  the  g rea t  wh i t e  th rone  in  the  
air ;  the nations gathered round the dread tr ibunal wait- 
ing  the i r  doom. What  an  awfu l ,  ine f f able,  inconce iv- 
able scene will the last day present, the judgement of the  
world, the close of time, the commencement of eternity,  
the  opening o f  heaven and he l l  to  rece ive  the i r  ever- 
ab id ing  inmate s !  Conce ive,  i f  i t  be  pos s ib le  to  g ra sp,  
to hold, to endure the conception, of your going up to  
the  t r ibuna l ,  to  have  your  cha r ac te r  s c r u t in i s ed ,  and  
you r  doom p ronounced ,  and  when  l i s t en ing  f o r  t he  
re su l t ,  to  hear  on ly  tha t  dread fu l  sentence,  ‘Thou ar t  
we i g h e d  i n  t h e  b a l a n c e s  a n d  f o u n d  wa n t i n g .  T hy  
amiabi l i t ie s  are of  no avai l  here.  Thy good nature,  thy  
spr ight ly temper,  thy var ied intel l igence,  thy at tract ive  
ameni ty,  have not  the weight  of  a  fea ther,  a re  not  the  
sma l l  du s t  o f  t h e  b a l an c e  i n  wh i ch  t hy  ch a r a c t e r  i s  
d e t e r m in ed .  Thou  h a s t  l a c ked  on e  t h i n g ,  t h a t  o n e  
t h i n g  i s  eve r y t h i n g  h e re .  Thou  a r t  we i gh ed  i n  t h e  
b a l a n c e s  a n d  f o u n d  wa n t i n g .’ H ow,  h ow  w i l l  yo u  
e n d u r e  t h a t  d e c i s i o n ?  I t  h a s  b e e n  ve r y  s t r i k i n g l y  
observed,  that  ‘At the day of  judgement,  the at tent ion  
exc i t ed  by  the  su r round ing  s cene,  the  s t r ange  a spec t  
of  nature,  the di s solut ion of  the e lements ,  and the las t  
t r ump,  w i l l  h ave  no  o t h e r  e f f e c t  t h an  t o  c au s e  t h e  
re f l ec t ions  o f  the  s inner  to  re tur n  wi th  a  more  over- 
whelming tide upon his own character, his sentence, his  
unchang ing des t iny ;  and amids t  the  innumerable  mi l- 
lions who surround him, he will mourn apart.’

View this unsanctif ied amiability in relation to heaven.  
The lovel ie s t  o f  a l l  d i spos i t ions ,  and the posses s ion of  
t h e  r i c h e s t  e x c e l l e n c e s ,  a p a r t  f rom  f a i t h  i n  Ch r i s t ,  
a n d  t h e  l ove  o f  G o d ,  h a ve  n o  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h a t 
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s t a t e,  and  cons t i tu te  no  mee tne s s  fo r  i t .  Heaven  i s  a  
ho ly  p l ace  and  s t a t e  fo r  a  ho ly  peop le,  and  ‘wi thout  
ho l ines s  no man sha l l  see  the  Lord’ ,  whatever  e l se  he  
may  have.  Wi l l  good temper,  ameni ty  o f  d i spos i t ion ,  
v ivac i t y,  w i t ,  o r  humour,  a lone  p repa re  the  sou l  fo r  
conver se  wi th  God?  Are  these  the  th ings  tha t  meeten  
for the communion of holy angels  and holy men in the  
pre sence  o f  a  ho ly  God?  At  bes t  such a t t a inment s  a re  
the  f lower s  o f  an ear th ly  so i l ,  and not  p lant s  o f  Para- 
d i s e .  How comp l e t e l y  wou ld  t he  po s s e s s o r s  o f  s u ch  
qua l i t ie s ,  wi thout  a  holy  heavenly  ta s te  and bia s ,  f ind  
themselves out of their element in that reg ion of which  
ho l ines s  i s  the  per vad ing charac ter,  and which,  whi le  
i t  a t t rac t s  to  i t se l f  a l l  tha t  i s  ho ly,  re jec t s  ever y  th ing  
else

I  n ow  a d d r e s s  my s e l f  t o  t h r e e  c l a s s e s  o f  yo u n g  
persons.*

I .  To  tho se  who  have  some  th ing s  gene r a l l y  l ove l y  
and excellent in their character, but are destitute of true  
re l ig ion,  to  you that  have sweet  d i spos i t ions ,  or  good  
t a l en t s ,  o r  acqu i red  knowledge,  o r  a t t r ac t ive  wi t  and  
humour, or vivacious temper, or a l l  these together,  but  
have them unsancti f ied by piety, unconsecrated to God,  
unemployed for Chr is t ,  a las ,  a las ,  what a  wi lder ness  of  
blooming weeds of var ious forms and colours is here, but  
weeds still, only weeds, and as to any good influence upon  
your  des t iny in  e ter n i ty,  use le s s  and va in ;  they would  
be no crown of amaranth for the glor if ied spir it in heaven  
and eternity; they form only a garland for the immortal  
soul  on her way to perdi t ion;  they wi l l  not a f ford any, 

* S o m e  o f  t h e  s e n t i m e n t s  a n d  e x p r e s s i o n s  i n  t h i s  c o n c l u s i o n ,  a r e  
b o r r o w e d  f r o m  D r .  W a t t s ’ s  S e r m o n  o n  t h e  s a m e  t e x t ,  e n t i t l e d  ‘ A  
hopeful Youth failing short of Heaven.’
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not even the smal les t  re l ie f ,  under her miser ies  in that  
world of hopeless despair to which her want of rel ig ion  
must  inevi tably cons ign her.  With a  f ide l i ty  which my  
regard to t ruth,  to God,  and your se lves ,  a l ike require,  
I assure you that no combination of amiable and attract- 
ive qualities, can, in the absence of religion, by possibility  
s ave  you f rom the perd i t ion tha t  awai t s  ungodly  men.  
There i s  an in f in i te  d iver s i ty  both of  k ind and deg ree  
in  the  s in s  to  be  found in  the  cha rac te r  and  conduc t  
o f  unrenewed and  unsanc t i f i ed  men ,  f rom those  tha t  
re s emble  the  amiab l e  you th  in  the  t ex t ,  to  the  b l a s - 
pheming inf idel  and the vicious prof l igate;  and a l l  wi l l  
be dea l t  with by a  ru le  of  propor t ion,  but  a l l  must  be  
swept away together,  the most  beaut i ful  weeds and the  
most noxious ones,  with the besom of destruction; and  
however dissimilar and discordant while living and grow- 
ing upon ear th ,  they wi l l  be  blended in  one common  
ma s s  o f  i r re cove r ab l e  co r r up t i on .  I n  me re l y  human  
exce l l ence,  no t  sp r ing ing  f rom love  to  God,  and  the  
g race of the Holy Spir it ,  there is  no imper ishable pr in- 
c ip le ;  no ger m of  d iv ine,  heavenly,  and immor ta l  l i fe ;  
i t  i s ,  the very best  of  i t ,  but of  the ear th,  ear thy,  must  
d ie  in  the  so i l  f rom which  i t  r i s e s ,  and  can  never  be  
transplanted to the paradise of God. I pity the noble or  
amiable  natures ,  which neglect ing to seek a f ter  d iv ine  
g race, are ruined for ever by the want of relig ion. I pity  
the  man:  o f  sweet  temper,  wi thout  s anc t i fy ing  g race ;  
o f  s o l i d  j u dg emen t ,  w i t hou t  s ound  p i e t y ;  o f  l i ve l y  
imag ina t ion ,  wi thout  l iv ing  f a i th ;  o f  a t t r ac t ive  man- 
ner s ,  but  not  h imse l f  a t t rac ted to  the  cros s  o f  Chr i s t ;  
of  cour tesy towards man, but yet  enmity towards God:  
a  pol i shed gent leman,  yet  s t i l l  an unconver ted s inner ;  
the  admi ra t ion  o f  h i s  compan ions ,  and  ye t  an  ob jec t 
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of  d i sp lea sure  to  h i s  Crea tor.  So much genera l  exce l- 
l ence  in f ec ted  by,  a  dead ly  t a in t  tha t  co r r up t s  i t  a l l !  
How a t  the  l a s t  d ay  w i l l  s uch  pe r son s  be  mor t i f i ed ,  
enraged, and tor mented to see men prefer red to them- 
selves, whom when on earth they despised as undeserving  
of their notice, men of ignorant minds, clownish manners  
and  r ugged  ex te r io r !  Yes ,  bu t  under  a l l  tha t  outward  
repu l s ivene s s  we re  conce a l ed  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t r u e  
re l i g ion ,  repen t ance  toward s  God ,  f a i th  in  our  Lord  
Je su s  Chr i s t ,  and  a  ho ly  l i f e.  Much tha t  wa s  amiable  
was wanting in them, but they had re l ig ious pr inciple.  
To see them owned by the Judge, exalted to his throne,  
and crowned with hi s  g lor y;  whi le  unsanct i f ied genius  
and ir relig ious amiability are rejected as base metal, how  
pro found ly  humi l i a t ing ,  how te r r ib ly  exa spera t ing  to  
those who then wil l  be thrown aside by God as rubbish  
a n d  r e f u s e !  A n d  f o l l ow i n g  t h e s e  r e j e c t e d  yo u t h s  
of unsancti f ied amiabi l i ty onward to their eternal s tate,  
wha t  m i s e r ab l e  s pec t a c l e s  do  they  p re s en t !  You  tha t  
were the life of every company into which you came, and  
who se  ab s ence  wa s  mour ned  a s  t h a t  o f  t he  cha r mer  
o f  the  c i rc le,  wi l l  your  gay  f ancy br ighten the  g loom  
of those reg ions of sor row, or g ive an air of gladness to  
those doleful shades to which you and they will then be  
ban i shed?  Wi l l  you ,  by  any  o f  your  p re s en t  a cqu i re - 
ments be able to rel ieve your selves or your companions  
f rom the  tor ture  produced by  the  reco l l ec t ion tha t  i t  
wa s  t h e s e  ve r y  a r t s  o f  w i t  a nd  humou r,  s ome t ime s  
t u r ned  a g a i n s t  re l i g i on ,  t h a t  h e l p ed  you  on  t o  t h a t  
place of  punishment? Wil l  sa l l ies  of  wit ,  spor t ive jes t s ,  
bursts of mer r iment, playful humour, beguile the dread- 
ful round of the miser ies of the lost soul,  and make the  
wheel s  of  eter ni ty move f a s ter  and l ighter,  a s  they did 
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those of t ime? How wil l  you, of soft and gentle nature,  
o f  amiable  d i spos i t ion ,  bear  the  ban i shment  f rom the  
reg ions of peace and concord, the paradise of love, the  
habitation of all holy fr iendship; and impr isonment with  
demons and demon-like men to which you wil l  be con- 
demned? ‘How wil l  your souls  endure the madness  and  
content ion,  the envy and sp i te,  o f  wicked ange l s ;  you  
that delighted on ear th in works of peace, what will you  
do when your tender dispositions shall be hourly ruffled  
by the uproar and confusion of those dark reg ions;  and  
instead of the society of God and blessed spir its, ye shall  
be  e te r na l ly  vexed wi th  the  per ver se  temper s  o f  your  
f e l l ow- s inne r s ,  the  son s  o f  d a rkne s s ?  O tha t  I  cou ld  
speak in melting language, or in the language of effectual  
ter ror,  that I  might by any means awaken your souls  to  
jea lousy  and t imely  fear !  That  so  many natura l  exce l- 
lences ,  a s  God hath di s t r ibuted among you,  might  not  
be  was ted  in  s in ,  aba sed  to  d i shonour,  and  agg rava te  
your everlasting misery.’

I  mos t  ea r nes t ly  exhor t  you to  supp ly  the  de fec t  to  
wh i ch  th i s  ch ap t e r  h a s  d i re c t ed  you r  a t t en t i on ,  and  
admonish you to add to a l l  that  i s  amiable,  that  which  
i s  ho ly ;  to  a l l  tha t  i s  love ly  in  the  s ight  o f  man,  tha t  
which i s  wel l-p leas ing in the s ight  of  God;  to a l l  that  
i s  e a r t h l y  i n  t h e  way  o f  e x c e l l e n c e ,  t h a t  w h i c h  i s  
heavenly, divine, and eternal.  Bear in vivid recollection  
what i t  i s  you need; you have, or are supposed to have,  
a t t r ac t ive  endowment s  o f  mind ,  hea r t ,  cha rac te r ;  bu t  
n o  r e a l ,  d e c i d e d ,  s p i r i t u a l  r e l i g i o n .  A n d  w i l l  t h a t  
relig ion, if you have it, interfere with any of your other  
exce l l ence s ?  Wi l l  i t  d i sp l ace  them to  make  room fo r  
i t s e l f ?  Wi l l  i t  p u l l  u p  a l l  t h o s e  f l owe r s  a n d  t h row  
them away as inimical to i t s  own nature and prejudicial 
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t o  i t s  g row t h ?  N o t h i n g  o f  t h e  s o r t .  A m i a b i l i t y  i s  
of  l ike nature with rel ig ion: the former i s  lovel iness  in  
the s ight  of  man,  and the la t ter  lovel ines s  in the s ight  
of God. When the g race of God enter s the soul of man,  
wha t  i t  f i n d s  b e au t i f u l  i t  make s  mo re  b e au t i f u l .  I t  
comes not like the cold chills and dark shadows of even- 
ing or of  winter to shut up the f lower s ,  and hide their  
b e au t i e s ,  and  n ip  t he i r  s t reng th ;  bu t  l i ke  t he  r i s i ng  
sun ,  to  open the i r  pe ta l s ,  to  revea l  the i r  beaut ie s ,  to  
br ighten their colours, to exhale their frag rance, and to  
inv igora te  the i r  s t reng th .  Re l ig ion  i s  i t s e l f  the  ch ie f  
amiabi l i ty,  and the cher i sher of  a l l  other kinds .  Hence  
it is that holiness is spoken of as beauty.

I I .  The re  i s  ano the r  c l a s s  I  wou ld  b r i e f l y  add re s s .  
I  mean those who are as  defect ive in amiabi l i ty as  they  
a r e  i n  r e l i g i o n .  A l a s !  h ow  m a ny  a r e  t h e r e  o f  t h i s  
character, who have neither gentleness nor g raciousness;  
who are  pos se s sed ne i ther  o f  the beaut ie s  o f  hol ines s ,  
nor the at t ract ions of  kindness ,  godl iness ,  or  cour tesy;  
but  who are as  unlovely as  they are ungodly;  and have  
scarcely any to take delight in them either in heaven or  
upon  e a r th .  Moro se,  ungen t l e,  unaccommoda t ing  in  
their disposit ion, they are incapable of enjoying happi- 
ne s s ,  and unwi l l ing  to  impar t  i t .  They have  not  even  
ex te r na l  and  t in se l  o r nament s  to  compensa t e  fo r  the  
want  of  inter na l  and subs tant ia l  exce l lences .  They are  
l ike  f lower s  which have no beauty of  co lour  to d iver t  
a t tent ion f rom their  of fens ive odour ;  l ike f rui t s  which  
a re  a s  b i t t e r  to  the  t a s t e  a s  they  a re  uns igh t ly  to  the  
eye .  Unhappy  young  men !  S e e  t h em  a t  home ;  t h ey  
are tyrannical, morose, self ish, domineer ing, the troublers  
o f  domes t ic  peace,  the  cons tant  cause  o f  d i squie t  and  
di s turbance.  Even to their  parents  they are ung rateful , 
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d i s re spec t f u l ,  and  waywa rd :  unme l t ed  by  a  mo the r ’s  
gentle influence, unsubdued by a f ather’s mild author ity,  
and  unso f t ened  by  the  gen t l e  f a s c ina t ion  o f  a  s i s t e r ’s  
l ove.  And  how o f t en  do  they  go  s t i l l  f u r the r  in  th i s  
want of  amiabi l i ty,  and by adding immoral i ty and pro- 
f l i g acy  to  un love l ine s s ,  do  much to  b reak  a  mother ’s  
hear t  and br ing down a f ather’s  g rey hair s  in sor row to  
t h e  g r ave !  Ah !  how many  p a r r i c i d e s  and  ma t r i c i d e s  
wa l k  ou r  e a r t h ,  whom no  l aw  bu t  t h a t  o f  God  c an  
a r re s t ,  and  no  ju s t i ce  bu t  tha t  o f  heaven  can  pun i sh !  
How many car r y the hear t  of  a  savage under the name  
o f  a  son ,  and  the  po i son  o f  a sp s  under  the i r  tongue s  
and  in  the i r  t emper s ;  and  toward s  even  the i r  pa ren t s  
t ransvenom al l  emotions of  f i l ia l  p iety into the wor m- 
wood and gal l  of intense hatred of those to whom they  
owe  t h e i r  e x i s t ence !  Wha t  an  ob j e c t  o f  a bho r rence  
must such a youth be to that divine Saviour who evinced  
toward s  the  ind iv idua l  a l l uded  to  in  th i s  chap te r  h i s  
sens ib i l i ty  not  only to the beaut ies  of  hol ines s ,  but  to  
t he  l ove l i ne s s  o f  gene r a l  exce l l ence.  I s  t he re  such  a  
youth read ing these  pages ?  Go,  young man,  f rom th i s  
volume to your closet, your Bible, your knees, and your  
God,  and implore  tha t  g race  which ha s  s a id ,  ‘ In s tead  
o f  the  tho r n  sha l l  come  up  the  f i r  t re e,  and  in s t e ad  
of the briar shall come up the myrtle tree.’

I II .  I  address  those who are in ear nest  a f ter  re l ig ion,  
and who rea l ly  pos se s s  i t s  e s sent ia l  pr inc ip le s ,  but  are  
somewhat def ic ient in the more lovely and or namenta l  
beauties of the Chr istian character. This is not defective  
amiabi l i ty  mere ly,  but  de fec t ive  re l ig ion.  Obser va t ion  
convinces me that this i s  not a supposit i t ious character.  
I t  ought  not  to  ex i s t ,  bu t  i t  doe s .  Re l ig ion ,  in  i t s e l f  
the very type of a l l  that  i s  t rue,  and good, and beauti-
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ful, should draw after it everything else that is beautiful.  
The supreme should command the subordinate loveliness,  
but i t  does not a lways.  I t  must be sor rowful ly admitted  
that  a  mind enl ightened by the Spir i t  o f  God,  a  hear t  
renewed by div ine g race,  a  l i fe  regula ted by Chr i s t i an  
pr inciple,  are not a lways as sociated,  in a propor t ionate  
degree, with the ornament of a meek and quiet spir it, an  
amiable  temper,  and a  cour teous  demeanour.  We have  
sometimes seen a form of dist inguished per sonal beauty  
d i s f i gured  by  a  want  o f  c l ean l ine s s  and  by  a  s loven ly  
at t i re.  The exquis i te symmetry could not be a l together  
c onc e a l e d ;  bu t  how  much  mo re  a t t r a c t ive  wou l d  i t  
have appeared with other and more suitable accompani- 
m e n t s !  S o  i t  i s  w i t h  c h a r a c t e r ;  t h e r e  m ay  b e  r e a l  
b e a u t y  o f  h o l i n e s s ,  bu t  i n  s a d  a n d  s l ove n l y  a t t i r e  
o f  t emper.  Chang ing  the  i l lu s t r a t ion ,  I  may  obse r ve,  
t he  b r i l l i ancy  o f  the  mos t  va lu ab l e  d i amond  may  be  
hidden by ear thly incrustat ions;  the lustre of  gold may  
be  d immed for  want  o f  po l i sh ;  and the  mos t  ma je s t i c  
por t ra i t  be  ha l f  covered wi th dus t  or  mi ldew.  So re l i - 
g ion, which is more precious than rubies, more valuable  
t h a n  g o l d ,  a n d  t h e  ve r y  i m a g e  o f  G o d  i n  t h e  s o u l  
o f  man,  may have  i t s  wor th  and i t s  exce l l ence  depre- 
ciated by inf i r mit ies  of  temper and an amiable depor t- 
men t .  Re l i g i ou s  young  men ,  b e  am i a b l e  a s  we l l  a s  
p iou s :  no t  on l y  you r  h app ine s s ,  bu t  you r  u s e fu lne s s  
requ i re s  i t .  You know tha t  v ice  ha s  not  un f requent ly  
i t s  a t t r a c t i o n s  i n  t h e  a m i a b i l i t y  w i t h  w h i c h  i t  i s  
a s soc ia ted ,  and tha t  some are  reconc i led  to  i t  on tha t  
g round .  I t  i s  equa l l y  t r ue  tha t  re l i g ion  may  be  a s so- 
c i a ted  wi th  repu l s ive  qua l i t i e s ,  and tha t  some may be  
dr iven f rom i t  by these par t ia l  defor mit ie s .  Be i t  then  
your des i re,  your endeavour,  your prayer,  to uni te  the 
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holy and the amiable; let the diamond, with its  f lashing  
hues,  be thus seen in the most tas teful  set t ing,  and the  
go ld  in  i t s  b r ighte s t  po l i sh .  Win your  companions  to  
piety,  by the at t ract ive qual i t ies  with which i t  i s  com- 
b ined in  you.  Make them fee l  tha t  re l ig ion i s  not  the  
f rowning and spectra l  for m they have been accustomed  
t o  con s i d e r  i t ;  a  g l oomy  s p i r i t  t h a t  c anno t  sm i l e ;  a  
vampire that sucks the l i fe ’s  blood of joy from the soul  
o f  yo u t h .  O n  t h e  c o n t r a r y,  l e t  t h e m  s e e  t h a t  i t  i s  
angel ica l  and not demoniaca l  in i t s  nature;  that  with a  
seraph’s sacred fervour it combines his sweetness gentle- 
nes s ,  and inef f able  lovel ines s .  I t  i s  th i s  which whi le  i t  
wil l  prepare you to pass through li fe, blessing and being  
blest ,  happy in your sel f  and di f fus ing happiness  around  
you,  wi l l  a l so  prepare  you for  the  immor ta l  f e l i c i t i e s  
o f  the ce le s t i a l  wor ld .  ‘ I t  i s  th i s  which,  t rans fer red to  
heaven,  wi l l  k indle with new and immor ta l  lus t re,  and  
wil l  be set  in that constel lated f irmament of l iving and  
eter nal  splendour s .  Of that  br i l l iant world,  that  reg ion  
whe re  a l l  t h i n g s  l i ve ,  a nd  s h i n e ,  a nd  f l o u r i s h ,  a nd  
tr iumph for ever and ever,  the glory,  the excel lence,  i s  
eminent ly  the union of  a l l  tha t  i s  holy,  and a l l  tha t  i s  
l ove ly.  The re,  a l l  a re  b re th ren ,  and  a l l  l ove,  and  a re  
loved ,  a s  b re th ren .  A l l  a re  d iv ine ly  amiable,  and  ex- 
ce l l en t  f r i end s .  Eve r y  one  po s s e s s e s  in  ab so lu te  pe r - 
fec t ion the mora l  beauty  tha t  i s  loved,  and the v i r tue  
wh i ch  l ove s  i t .  Eve r y  one,  con s c i ou s  o f  unming l ed  
pur ity within, approves and loves himself for that divine  
image, which in complete perfection, and with untainted  
re s embl ance,  i s  en s t amped  upon  h i s  own  ch a r a c t e r.  
Each in every view which he casts around him, beholds  
the same g lor y sh ining and br ightening in the endles s  
t ra in of  hi s  companions ;  one in nature,  but  diver s i f ied 
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without end in those for ms and var iet ies  of  excel lence  
by  which  the  or ig ina l  and  e te r na l  Beauty  de l igh t s  to  
present i t se l f  to the vir tuous univer se.  There,  everyone  
consc ious  o f  be ing ent i re ly  love ly  and ent i re ly  loved,  
r e c i p ro c a t e s  t h e  s a m e  l ove  t o  t h a t  g r e a t  mu l t i t u d e  
wh ich  no  man  c an  number,  o f  a l l  n a t ion s ,  k ind red s ,  
a nd  t ong ue s ,  wh i ch  f i l l s  t h e  imme a s u r a b l e  r e g i o n s  
o f  heaven .  Out  o f  th i s  cha rac te r  g rows  a  s e r i e s ,  eve r  
varying, ever improving, of al l  the possible communica- 
t ions  o f  bene f i cence,  f i t t ed  in  ever y  in s t ance  on ly  to  
in te rchange  and  inc rea se  the  happ ine s s  o f  a l l .  In  the  
sunshine of  inf ini te  complacency,  the l ight  of  the new  
Jerusa lem, the or ig ina l  source of  a l l  their  own beauty,  
l i fe,  and joy, a l l  these happy nat ions walk for ever,  and  
transpor ted with the l i fe-g iving inf luence, unite in one  
harmonious and eternal hymn to the g reat Author of al l  
their excel lences and al l  their enjoyments,  Bless ing and  
honour,  and  g lo r y,  and  wi sdom,  and  thanksg iv ing  be  
u n t o  h i m  w h o  s i t t e t h  o n  t h e  t h ro n e ,  f o r  eve r  a n d  
ever. Amen.’
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CHAPTER 5

PERPLEXITY OCCASIONED BY RELIGIOUS CONTROVERSIES

What is Truth? John 18:38

Suc h  wa s  t h e  m o m e n t o u s  q u e s t i o n  w h i c h  P i l a t e  
proposed to the il lustr ious and holy Martyr who then  

s tood  a s  a  p r i soner  a t  h i s  ba r.  I t  ha s  been  s a id  the re  
are two things in the Scr ipture account of this  circum- 
s t ance  wh ich  su r p r i s e  u s ,  t he  s i l ence  o f  Chr i s t ,  and  
the  ind i f f e rence  o f  h i s  judge :  tha t  Chr i s t  shou ld  no t  
a n swe r  s u ch  a  que s t i on ,  a nd  t h a t  P i l a t e  s hou l d  no t  
p re s s  i t  un t i l  h e  ob t a i n ed  a n  a n swe r.  One  o f  t h e s e  
wonder s  i s  the  c au se  o f  the  o the r,  and  i f  you  cons i - 
der  them in connexion,  your  a s toni shment  wi l l  cea se.  
The lev i ty  o f  the  quer i s t  was  the  cause  o f  the  s i l ence  
o f  the  orac le.  Truth ,  in  awfu l  ma je s ty,  though ve i l ed  
and insulted, s tood before him, and indignantly refused  
to unfold its secrets and its glor ies to one who discovered  
f r i vo l i t y  o n  s u c h  a  s u b j e c t .  O n  h i s  l i p s  i t  wa s  t h e  
question of idle cur iosity, not of deep solicitude; it came  
from the surf ace, and not from the lowest depths of the  
hear t .  I f  Chr is t  g rat i f ied his  cur ios i ty,  wel l ;  but he did  
not think truth of suff icient impor tance to inquire after  
it a second time.

The conduct  of  Pi la te  to Je sus  and of  Je sus  to Pi la te 
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i s  repeated ever y day.  Mult i tudes ,  by a  l i t t le  a t tent ion  
to  re l ig ion and the i r  Bible s ,  a sk ,  ‘What  i s  t r u th? ’ but  
i t  i s  in such a careless  and undevout manner,  that Jesus  
Chr i s t  l e ave s  them to  wander  in  the i r  own da rk  and  
miserable conjectures. Hence so many prejudices; hence  
so many er roneous opinions in rel ig ion; hence so many  
d ange rou s  de lu s ion s ,  i n  wha t  i s  c a l l ed  the  Chr i s t i an  
wor ld .  S t i l l  there  have  been ver y  many who in  sober  
and  so l emn  inqu i s i t ivene s s  h ave  a sked  the  que s t i on ,  
‘Wha t  i s  t r u th ? ’ Myr i ad s  o f  human  in t e l l e c t s  o f  t he  
highest  order have engaged in the pur sui t  of  thi s  g reat  
ob jec t ;  and ,  a s  rega rd s  s c i en t i f i c  knowledge,  have  by  
demons t ra t ion and exper iment  echoed in  uni son,  and  
with something of the rapture with which it was or ig in- 
a l ly  u t te red ,  the  Eureka  o f  Archimedes .  But  in  re fe r- 
ence to  mora l  and re l ig ious  t r uth ,  how mul t i tudinous  
and how contradictory are the voices which answer the  
i nqu i r y.  I f  we  may  judge  f rom the  p re s en t  s t a t e  and  
a spect  of  Chr i s tendom, the day i s  f ar  d i s tant  when,  in  
answer to the ques t ion,  a l l  tongues  sha l l  proc la im one  
doctr ine, and tr iumphantly reply, ‘This is  truth’. Hence  
the perplexit ies of many young per sons at the outset of  
their religious life.

Many  t h i ng s ,  young  men ,  w i l l  p e r p l ex  you  a t  t h e  
out se t  of  a  re l ig ious  l i fe,  and tend,  in  the ear ly  s tages  
o f  your  inqui r y  in to  th i s  momentous  sub jec t ,  to  em- 
bar rass you. The myster ious nature of the whole subject  
of  re l ig ion,  so f ar  as  i t  re la tes  to divine,  heavenly,  and  
eternal  truths;  the general  neglect of i t ,  to a l l  pract ical  
and ser ious purposes, by the multitude around you; and  
the  lukewar mnes s  and incons i s tency of  many of  those  
who make a profess ion of i t ;  wi l l  a l l  be apt to produce  
an unf avourable  impres s ion upon your  mind,  to  shake 
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your  re so lut ions ,  and render  your  s teps  hes i ta t ing and  
f a l te r ing .  There  i s  a l so  another  cause  o f  per p lex i ty,  I  
mean  the  number  o f  re l i g iou s  s ec t s ,  the  d ive r s i t y  o f  
creeds, and the ceaseless and yet unsett led controver sies  
which prevai l  throughout a l l  Chr is tendom. Bewildered  
by such d iver s i ty,  and d i s t rac ted by such content ions ,  
yo u  a r e  r e a d y  t o  a b a n d o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  i n  h o p e l e s s  
d e s p a i r  o f  a r r iv i n g  a t  t h e  t r u t h .  I  s ympa t h i s e  w i t h  
you ,  my young  f r i end s ,  in  your  d i f f i cu l t i e s ,  and  th i s  
chap t e r  i s  i n t ended ,  by  God ’s  b l e s s i ng ,  to  ex t r i c a t e,  
re l i eve,  and  gu ide  you ,  and  i f  i t  do  no t  remove  the  
di f f icul ty ( for  what  can remove i t ? )  may do something  
to lessen it.

I .  I  w i l l  s t a t e  pa r t i cu l a r l y  wha t  i t  i s  tha t  pe r p l exe s  
you. I  descend into the depths of your secret thoughts ,  
and I f ind there some surpr ise that on such a subject as  
re l ig ion,  e spec ia l ly  a f ter  a  reve la t ion f rom God,  there  
should be any controver sy, or any room for controver sy  
a t  a l l .  You may be ready to suppose  that  a l l  would be  
so  p l a in  a s  to  p rec lude  the  pos s ib i l i t y  o f  d ive r s i ty  or  
m i s t a ke.  Bu t  do  men  th ink  a l i ke  on  any  o the r  s ub - 
ject? Is  there consentaneousness of opinion on any one  
top i c  th a t  i s  s u s t a ined  on ly  by  mora l  ev idence ?  Was  
t h e re  eve r  a  s t a t u t e  o r  l aw  p a s s ed  ( t h ey  a re  u su a l l y  
so  f r amed a s  to  exc lude,  i f  po s s ib l e,  a l l  d i f f e rence  o f  
opinion), about which lawyers can not, as to some of its  
c l au s e s ,  r a i s e  doub t s  and  d i f f i cu l t i e s .  Now,  i s  no t  a  
wr i t ten reve la t ion f rom God,  inasmuch as  i t  re la tes  to  
subject s  fore ign to ordinar y  mat ter s ,  remote f rom our  
senses ,  and out of the usual  track of our thoughts ,  just  
that one thing about which, beyond al l  other s, diver sity  
of  opinion might be expected? Consider the thousands  
of propositions contained in the Bible; the imperfections 
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o f  l a n g u a g e ;  t h e  my s t e r i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t s ;  
the endless ly diver s i f ied temperament of human minds,  
and the var ious circumstances in which those minds are  
p l a c ed ;  and  you  w i l l  s e e  a t  once  th a t  no th ing  sho r t  
o f  an  a s tounding  and cons tan t  mirac le  cou ld  produce  
a b so lu t e  un i f o r m i t y  o f  op in ion .  Nor  i s  t h i s  a l l ;  f o r  
such i s  the cor rupt ion of  man’s  hear t ,  that  hi s  mind i s  
not only on this g round l ikely to go wrong in its  judge 
ments, but it is actually opposed with very strong dislike  
to many of  the t ruths  revea led,  and on that  account i t  
real ly wishes and attempts to perver t them, as being too  
humbling for his  pr ide,  too pure for his  depravity,  and  
too  au thor i t a t ive  fo r  h i s  love  o f  independence.  Here  
again we see reason to abate our surpr ise at the diversity of 
opinion.

T h e  yo u n g  e n q u i r e r  a b o u t  r e l i g i o n  i s  n o t  u n f r e - 
quen t l y  s c and a l i s e d  and  d i s gu s t ed  by  t h e  b i t t e r n e s s  
of sectar ianism, and the rancour with which controversy  
i s  conducted.  He sees  the evi l  pas s ions  of  our cor rupt  
n a tu re,  ‘ma l i c e,  wr a th ,  and  a l l  uncha r i t ab l ene s s ’ ,  a s  
r i fe in the wr itings, and therefore in the hear ts, of reli- 
g i ou s  po l em i c s ,  a s  t h ey  a re  i n  t ho s e  o f  t h e  f i e rc e s t  
pol i t ical  antagonists ;  and he says in thoughtful  ser ious- 
ne s s ,  ‘Was  not  Chr i s t i an i ty  sen t  to  produce  peace  on  
ear th,  and good wil l  to men? Is  i t  not sa id that  love i s  
i t s  ca rd ina l  exce l l ence?  Can the se  men,  any  o f  them,  
rea l l y  be l i eve  in  the  Chr i s t i an  re l ig ion ,  which  p l ace s  
cha r i t y  a t  the  top  o f  the  Chr i s t i an  v i r tue s ? ’ I  admi t  
to you without hes i ta t ion,  a l l  th i s  b i t ter ness  i s  wrong,  
cannot  be  ju s t i f i ed ,  and i s  condemned by the  vo lume  
about which these men contend. To speak the truth in  
love  i s  one  o f  i t s  own in junct ions .  But  reco l l ec t  tha t  
even the  bes t  o f  men are  imper fec t ,  and tha t  noth ing 
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so  s t rong ly  appea l s  to  our  imper f ec t ion s ,  and  b r ing s  
them into such activity, as contradiction and controversy.  
It is not true to say there is more bitterness in theolog i- 
ca l  cont rover sy  than in  any  o ther  k ind ;  but  i t  i s  t r ue  
tha t  there  ought  to  be  l e s s .  One th ing  shou ld  not  be  
forgotten,  that  the impor tance of  the subject  natura l ly  
rende r s  men  more  e a r ne s t  t h an  any  o the r  doe s ,  and  
t h a t  e a r ne s tne s s ,  i t  mu s t  be  admi t t ed ,  t oo  gene r a l l y  
d eg ene r a t e s  i n t o  un s e em ly  v i o l en c e  and  b i t t e r n e s s .  
There i s  in every human hear t ,  however moral ly excel- 
l en t  and  ho ly,  some  cor r up t ion  l y ing  unde r nea th  i t s  
excellences which by controversy is too often brought to  
t he  su r f a c e ;  j u s t  a s  s ed imen t  a t  t he  bo t tom o f  c l e a r  
water is stirred up by agitating the vessel containing it.

The equal mental power with which opposing systems  
are maintained, is  to a mind unskil led in dialectics,  and  
unable  to  detec t  the  f a l l ac ie s  which lurk ,  and the  so- 
phistry which abounds in er roneous argumentation, often  
very tr ying.  I t  i s  admitted,  i t  i s  imposs ible to quest ion  
i t ,  tha t  g rea t  ab i l i t y  i s  po s se s sed  and  d i sp l ayed  by  a l l  
par ties in the arena of relig ious str ife, by the combatants  
fo r  e r ror  a s  we l l  a s  by  those  who suppor t  t r u th .  And  
who  c an  wonde r  a t  th i s ,  s i nce  the  f a the r  o f  l i e s  h a s  
perhaps  the  mos t  wonder fu l  in te l l ec t  in  the  univer se,  
next to the Deity.  In contending armies upon the f ie ld  
o f  ba t t l e,  equa l  courage,  sk i l l ,  and prowes s ,  a re  o f ten  
d i sp layed for  a  long t ime by both s ides ,  the  wrong a s  
wel l  a s  the r ight ;  and a spectator  of  the awful  conf l ic t  
might  be a t  a  los s  to deter mine which would ga in the  
v i c to r y,  and  wh i ch  de s e r ved  to  g a in  i t .  The re  i s  no  
er ror so palpable even to common sense,  but i t  may be  
defended by arguments so ingenious as to defy ordinary  
minds to detect their f a l lacies and expose the sophistr y 
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by  w h i c h  t h ey  a r e  u r g e d .  Tr u t h  i s  o f t e n  w i t h  t h e  
weake r  p a r t y,  I  mean  weake r  i n  the  u s e  o f  d i a l e c t i c  
we a p o n s .  A  s k i l f u l  p o l e m i c  m ay  o f t e n  m a ke  e r ro r  
appear more plausible than truth.

The  appa ren t  equa l i t y  o f  mor a l  exce l l ence s  i n  t he  
advocates of opposing systems of opinions, is sometimes  
per plexing,  and in some cases ,  even g reater  amiabi l i ty  
may seem to be with those who advocate er ror, than with  
those who contend for t ruth.  I t  must  not be forgotten  
that  re l ig ious truth i s  intended to produce two resul t s ,  
love to God and love to man:  in other  words  mora l i ty  
and piety.  Remember thi s ,  for  i t  i s  of  vas t  impor tance  
you should remember i t .  Penitence, f a i th,  inward hol i- 
ness ,  devoutness ,  heavenliness ,  are a l l  par ts  of  re l ig ion,  
without which the f a i res t  mora l i ty,  and most  beaut i fu l  
amiabil i ty, are, in the sight of God, nothing wor th, and  
w i l l  b e  f ound  to t a l l y  unava i l i ng  to  s a l va t i on .  The re  
m ay  b e  mu c h  g e n e r a l  a m i a b i l i t y  w i t h o u t  a n  a t o m  
o f  g enu i n e  p i e t y.  The  on l y  t r u e  s t a n d a rd  o f  mo r a l  
exce l lence i s  the Bible,  and that  p laces  God before us  
a s  the  f i r s t  ob jec t  o f  regard .  Sys tems ,  a s  we l l  a s  men,  
a re  to  be  judged o f  by  the i r  f r u i t s ;  but  then we mus t  
always ask what kind of fruits they are designed to pro- 
duce. Bible truths must produce Bible fruit s ,  and these  
a re  someth ing  more  than  the  mora l i t i e s ,  amiab i l i t i e s  
a nd  cou r t e s i e s  o f  l i f e ,  va l u ab l e ,  a nd  n e c e s s a r y,  a nd  
important, as these are.

The present  unset t led s ta te  of  controver sy completes  
the per p lexi ty.  I t  would seem as  i f  we were no nearer  
the  ad jus tment  o f  our  d i f fe rences  than ever.  Sect s  a re  
as numerous, their creeds as var ious and as diver se, and  
the i r  conte s t s  a s  eager  a s  ever,  a f te r  a l l  the  rea soning  
which has been employed, and the volumes which have 
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been  wr i t t en  th rough  so  many  age s .  Bu t  s u re l y  t h i s  
should not add much to your di f f icul ty,  for i f  diver s i ty  
of opinion exist at any time, it may be expected to exist  
a t  a l l  t ime s .  Men ’s  mind s  a re  con s t i tu t ed  in  one  age  
as they are in another, and may be expected to differ in  
a l l  a g e s .  I t  may,  howeve r,  be  hoped  th a t ,  unde r  t he  
p reva lence  o f  a  more  ea r ne s t  p ie ty  and the  e s t abl i sh- 
ment of sounder canons of cr it icism and interpretation,  
a ided by the  d i spensa t ions  o f  Providence,  and a  more  
copious ef fus ion of  the Holy Spir i t ,  a  g reater  approxi- 
mat ion o f  sec t s  and  op in ions  wi l l  t ake  p l ace ;  and  for  
such a state of things al l should devoutly pray and hope.  
In looking at this prevalence of diver sif ied opinion, and  
seemingly endles s  controver sy,  le t  us  enquire i f ,  whi le  
admi t t ing  i t  to  be  an  ev i l ,  we may not  d i scover  some  
good ,  which ,  by  the  order ing  o f  Prov idence,  wi l l  be  
eventual ly,  and even now is ,  brought out from it .  Does  
not this diver sity of sects ,  and sharpness of controver sy,  
effectually tend to preserve the pur ity of the sacred text  
o f  the  Bible?  Suppose  there  were  in  some l a rge  town  
one  publ i c  re s e r vo i r,  f rom which  a l l  t he  inhab i t an t s  
d rew  t h e i r  s upp l i e s  o f  wa t e r ;  a nd  s uppo s e ,  f u r t h e r,  
there were some considerable diver si ty of opinion as to  
the rea l  qual i t ies  and proper t ies  of  the water,  whi le a l l  
cons idered the water  to  be  neces sa r y ;  would they not  
al l  watch each other that no l iber ty whatever was taken  
with the common source, to cor rupt it  by infusing into  
i t  anything which would make it  more ag reeable to the  
pur poses  and ta s te s  of  any par ty,  or  any indiv idua l ,  or  
to diminish the supply, or any way to interfere with the  
gene r a l  bene f i t ?  They  migh t  somet imes  d i spu te,  and  
ver y  sha r p ly  too,  about  the  qua l i ty  o f  the  wate r,  and  
s ome  b ad  f e e l i ng  m igh t  b e  g ene r a t ed  i n  t h e  cou r s e 
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o f  t h e i r  d i s p u t e s ;  bu t  s t i l l  t h e i r  n a t u r a l  j e a l o u s i e s  
would  make them a l l  p ro tec tor s  o f  the  re se r vo i r,  and  
gua rd i an s  o f  i t s  pu r i t y  and  p re s e r va t i on .  Some th ing  
l ike thi s  occur s  in the diver s i ty of  sect s ;  they have the  
Bible  common to  them a l l ,  and they a l l  p ro fe s s  to  be  
founded upon i t .  They di f fer  in opinion as  to i t s  con- 
tents ,  but this  very dif ference makes them keep a shar p  
look-out  upon  each  o the r,  to  s ee  tha t  none  o f  them  
cor rupt the text,  either by way of interpolat ion, emen- 
da t ion ,  or  exc i s ion .  Such a t tempt s  were  indeed made  
in  e a r l i e r  age s ,  bu t  they  were  de tec ted  and  exposed .  
And copies multiplied by mill ions, in var ious languages,  
and held in the hands of var ious churches and denomi- 
na t ions ,  p revent  th i s  now.  The ex i s tence  o f  sec t s  and  
con t rover s i e s  gua r an tee s  to  u s ,  the re fo re,  a  pure  and  
uncorrupted Bible.

T h e n ,  d o e s  i t  n o t  t e n d  t o  m a ke  t h e  B i b l e  m o re  
examined and thoroughly  sea rched?  How l i t t l e  i s  th i s  
book exp lored in  Popi sh  countr ie s ,  where  d i f fe rences  
o f  op in ion  a re  rep re s s ed  and  con t rove r s y  fo rb idden !  
How much more gold is brought up in California, where  
any one may dig and explore for himsel f ,  than in those  
places where the mines are a royal monopoly, and none  
may  d i g  bu t  by  au tho r i t y !  Wha t  add i t i on s  a re  made  
to  the s tock of  sc r ip tura l  knowledge,  where  the s ter n  
vo i c e  o f  t h e  c hu rch  f o r b i d s  t h e  e xe rc i s e  a n d  r i g h t  
o f  p r iva t e  j udgemen t ,  t h e  pub l i c a t i on  o f  i nd iv i dua l  
opinion, and the exis tence and maintenance of contro- 
ver sy?  Even i f  e r ror  by th i s  means  could  be  shut  out ,  
how much of  t r uth i s  exc luded with i t !  How l i t t le,  a s  
compared with Protestant wr iters, have Roman Catholics  
added to our stores of Biblical knowledge!

H a s  n o t  G o d  ove r r u l e d  t h e  z e a l  o f  p a r t y  f o r  t h e 
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s p re ad  o f  h i s  c au s e ?  Do  no t  t h e  s e c t s  qu i cken  e a ch  
o the r ’s  z e a l  by  the  power  o f  r iva l r y ?  I s  no t  th i s  t he  
ca se  both a t  home and abroad?  I  acknowledge tha t  in  
this  zeal  there is  an infusion of sectar ianism, and so f ar  
i t  i s  a  cor ruption; but there i s  nothing absolutely pure  
in our world,  and thi s  ver y infus ion may s t imulate the  
e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  z e a l o t .  A  p ro p a g a t o r  o f  M e t h o d i s m ,  
Church  o f  Eng l and i sm,  P re sby te r i an i sm,  o r  Cong re- 
ga t iona l i sm,  may be  s t imula ted  by  sec ta r i an i sm in  h i s  
e f for t s  to spread hi s  par t icular  opinions ,  but  s t i l l  wi th  
these he car r ies  something more and something better,  
for  he car r ies  with him the gospel  of  sa lvat ion.  I  have  
no doubt  that  sectar iani sm does  add something to our  
zeal ,  even in our home and foreign miss ions, and so f ar  
may  s e em  t o  c o r r up t  i t :  bu t  on  t h e  o t h e r  h and ,  i t  
p revent s  u s  f rom s ink ing in to  a  s t a te  o f  iner tnes s  and  
s tagnancy.  The Roman Church te l l s  us  she can do thi s  
wi thout  the r iva l r y  of  sec t s .  Thi s  i s  not  qui te  t r ue.  I t  
i s  th i s  ve r y  r iva l r y  which  ha s  in  pa r t  enabled  he r  to  
ga in her  wide extent  and dominion.  Witnes s  the con- 
t rove r s i e s  a s  to  doc t r ine  be tween  the  Je su i t s  and  the  
Dominicans, and between the Jesuits  and the Jansenists ,  
the confl ict of the Gall ican and Ultramontane opinions,  
and the disputes between her var ious miss ionary order s  
as to their respective proceedings in the East.

The exis tence of  this  diver s i ty g ives oppor tunity a l so  
(a la s  that  so few should be forward to avai l  themselves  
o f  i t ! )  f o r  man i f e s t i ng  ou r  fo rbea r ance  toward s  e ach  
o ther,  and br ing ing  in to  exerc i se  tha t  ‘ char i ty  which  
i s  t he  bond  o f  pe r f e c tne s s ’ .  I t  wou ld  be  d i f f i cu l t  t o  
s ay  wh i ch  wou ld  be  t h e  mo s t  b e au t i f u l  s p e c t a c l e ,  a  
church uniform in opinion, or a church somewhat mul- 
ti form in sentiment, yet maintaining a unity of spir it  in 
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the  bond  o f  peace.  We thu s  s ee  tha t  some good  may  
be brought out of the evil of controversy and the preva- 
lence of  sectar iani sm. The entrance of  mora l  evi l  into  
God’s wise, benevolent, and holy administration, seemed  
to  be  ev i l ,  and on ly  ev i l ;  ye t  how has  God over r u led  
i t  f o r  a  b r i gh t e r  and  comp le t e r  man i f e s t a t i on  o f  h i s  
character!

I I .  I  sha l l  now adver t  to  the  wrong  methods  which  
many  adop t  t o  re l i eve  t h emse l ve s  o f  t h e  p e r p l ex i t y  
occas ioned by thi s  d iver s i ty.  In some cases  i t  leads ,  or  
tends  to lead,  to genera l  scept ic i sm,  and a  tota l  aban- 
donment of  a l l  re l ig ion,  under  despa i r  o f  ever  f inding  
ou t  t h e  t r u t h .  Men  a re  a p t  t o  s ay,  ‘We  w i l l  g ive  i t  
a l l  up,  for  who amidst  such endles s  d iver s i ty  can hope  
t o  f i nd  the  t r u th ? ’ Bu t  i s  t h i s  r a t i ona l ?  Do  men  a c t  
thus in other matter s  about which much diver s i ty pre- 
vai ls? Do they g ive up polit ics because of the numerous  
par t ie s  in to which,  on that  controver ted subject ,  men  
a re  d iv ided?  Do they  abandon the  sub jec t  o f  f inance,  
po l i t i c a l  e conomy,  o r  me t aphy s i c s ,  on  t h i s  g round ?  
And  why  s hou l d  t h ey  do  i t  i n  re l i g i on ?  How many  
have found out what they conceive to he the truth, and  
are reposing in peace upon their  convict ions!  And why  
m ay  n o t  yo u ?  A b j u re  t h e n  t h e  i d e a  o f  a b a n d o n i n g  
re l i g ion  on  th i s  g round .  You wi l l  f i nd  th i s  to  be  no  
excuse at  the day of  judgement.  God has  g iven you an  
in te l lec t  capable  o f  inves t iga t ing the subject ,  and wi l l  
hold you responsible for the exercise of it in this par tic- 
ular.  Men are divided in opinion upon food, medicine,  
and the bes t  means  of  promot ing hea l th ;  and wi l l  you  
therefore g ive up a l l  care about the bes t  way to main- 
t a i n  you r  l i f e ,  h e a l t h ,  a nd  com fo r t ?  Tr u th  i s  t o  b e  
found somewhere, and it is an indolent disposition which 
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leads us to g ive up the pur suit ,  because we do not by a  
k ind of  intui t ion,  or  a  has ty  f i r s t  v iew of  the subject ,  
know  wha t  i t  i s ,  a nd  whe re  i t  i s  t o  b e  f ound .  You  
must  search af ter  i t .  Your sa lvat ion depends upon your  
f i n d i n g  a n d  e m b r a c i n g  t h o s e  t r u t h s  w i t h  w h i c h  i t  
i s  connec t ed .  Mu l t i t ude s  h ave  found  i t ,  and  so  may  
you.

Some few per sons ,  unable  to  dec ide  upon the  t r u th  
a s  rega rd s  doc t r ine s ,  have  conten ted  themse lve s  wi th  
obser v ing,  a s  they suppose,  the pract ica l  par t s  o f  re l i - 
g ion, and have relinquished all care about what they call  
dogmas .  They have  a t tempted  to  cons t r uc t  a  re l ig ion  
to be i r respect ive of  the pecul iar i t ies  of  sect  or  creed,  
and to  cons i s t  whol ly  o f  mora l  dut ie s ,  wi th perhaps  a  
few exerc i se s  o f  genera l  devot ion.  Thi s  i s  de i sm.  I t  i s  
t r ue  they thus  ge t  r id  o f  controver sy,  but  a t  the  same  
t ime they ge t  r id  o f  Chr i s t i an i ty  a l so.  The Scr ip ture s  
are set  a s ide ent i re ly,  and a l l  the g reat  f act s  and truths  
o f  reve l a t ion a re  repudia ted .  The Bible  i s  not  mere ly  
a  code  o f  mor a l s  t o  b e  obeyed  and  p r a c t i s ed ,  bu t  a  
declarat ion of f acts and truths to be believed. Scr ipture  
e th i c s  re s t  on  Sc r i p tu re  doc t r i n e s .  F a i t h ,  a s  we l l  a s  
practice, is the demand of revelation.

But  the g rea t  and e f fec tua l  re l ie f  f rom the per p lexi- 
t ie s  of  controver sy,  i s  suppl ied,  say Papi s t s ,  by Roman  
Cathol ic i sm.  The Church of  Rome profes se s  that  i t  i s  
by its doctr ines and discipline, as set forth in its councils,  
canons and creeds, a perpetual l iving tr ibunal, to decide  
a l l  mat ter s  o f  re l ig ious  f a i th  and pract ice,  and thus  to  
p reven t  a l l  con t rover sy.  A l l  doc t r ine s  a re  s e t t l ed  and  
d e t e r m i n e d  f o r  i t s  m e m b e r s  by  t h e  c h u r c h  a s  t h e  
au tho r i t a t ive  and  i n f a l l i b l e  expounde r  o f  t he  t r u th .  
This is  the lure it  holds for th to those who are without 
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i t s  pa le,  who are  per p lexed wi th controver sy  and d i s- 
t racted by re l ig ious  s t r i fe s ,  and the mult i tudes  of  re l i- 
g iou s  s ec t s ,  ‘Come wi th  u s ,  we  a re  the  t r ue  church ,  
po s s e s s ing  au thor i t y  and  in f a l l i b i l i t y  to  dec ide  upon  
doctr ine,  which i s  thus  provided for  you,  without  the  
labour of inquiry, the pain of suspense, the disquietude  
o f  doub t ,  o r  the  pe r i l  o f  m i s t ake.  Rece ive  the  f a i th  
o f  the  church ,  and  be l i eve  a s  the  church  be l i eve s ;  i t  
guarantees  your sa fety in a l l  that  you receive with thi s  
i m p l i c i t  f a i t h .  Yo u  w i l l  t h u s  b e  t a ke n  o u t  o f  t h e  
d iv i s ions  d i s t ract ions ,  and controver s ie s  of  Protes tant- 
ism, and f ind rest for your weary soul in the lap and on  
the  bosom of  your  ho ly  mother,  the  Church .’ Thi s  i s  
somewhat attractive, it must be confessed, and if it were  
t r u e  wo u l d  b e  q u i t e  s a t i s f a c t o r y ;  bu t  i t  i s  aw f u l l y  
decep t ive.  Where  in  the  Sc r ip tu re  i s  any  church  in- 
vested with the author ity to be a l iving umpire,  and to  
dec ide  a l l  con t rover s i e s ?  Where  i s  the re  any  a l lu s ion  
to  such a  t r ibuna l ?  I s  i t  not  to  the Scr ipture,  and not  
to the church,  we are ever ywhere directed for  set t l ing  
t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  ‘ W h a t  i s  t r u t h ? ’ E ve n  i f  t h e  c h u r c h  
were th i s  l iv ing t r ibuna l ,  we contend that  the Papacy,  
so f ar from being the true church, i s  an awful apostacy,  
and  repugnan t  to  eve r y  p a r t  o f  t he  New Te s t amen t .  
Instead of being the judge of truth, it  is  a f alse witness,  
whose  te s t imony i s  a  compound o f  the  mos t  pa lpable  
f alsehoods and soul-destroying er ror s; whose voice con- 
t i nu a l l y  s p e ak s  l i e s  and  non s en s e.  The  c l a im  o f  t h e  
Chu rch  o f  Rome  to  i n f a l l i b i l i t y,  wh i ch  i s  t h e  b a s i s  
o f  i t s  l iv ing  t r ibuna l ,  i s  repugnant  a l ike  to  rea son,  to  
S c r i p t u r e ,  a n d  t o  t h e  f a c t s  o f  i t s  ow n  h i s t o r y.  I t  
acknowledges that inf al l ibi l i ty is  not the attr ibute of i ts  
i nd iv idua l  member s ,  bu t  on ly  o f  the  Pope  o r  o f  the 
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col lect ive body of  the church,  a s sembled in a  Genera l  
C o u n c i l .  B u t  i s  i t  n o t  a n  u n i ve r s a l  l aw  o f  l o g i c ,  
tha t  wha t  i s  in  the  genus  mus t  be  in  the  spec ie s ?  I f ,  
therefore, the collective body is infall ible, so must be its  
individual  member s .  How can a col lect ion of  f a l l ibles ,  
mu l t i p l y  t h e m  a s  yo u  w i l l ,  m a ke  u p  a n  i n f a l l i b l e ?  
Be s i d e s ,  i t  i s  no t  ye t  d e c i d ed ,  a nd  n eve r  h a s  b e en ,  
whe re  th i s  i n f a l l i b i l i t y  re s i de s :  whe the r  in  the  Pope  
without a General  Counci l ,  a General  Counci l  without  
a  Pope,  o r  a  Pope  and  a  Gene r a l  Counc i l .  Thu s  the  
c l a i m  i s  r e p u g n a n t  t o  r e a s o n .  I t  i s  e q u a l l y  s o  t o  
Sc r ip tu re,  wh ich  in  a  thou s and  p l a ce s  p roc l a ims  the  
l i ab i l i t y  o f  a l l  men  to  e r r,  excep t  such  a s  a re  unde r  
Divine inspirat ion.  Nor i s  the c la im les s  contradictor y  
to the hi s tor y of  Romanism, which declares  that  Pope  
has  been aga ins t  Pope,  the same Pope aga ins t  h imse l f ,  
a n d  C o u n c i l  a g a i n s t  C o u n c i l .  T h e r e  i s  s c a r c e l y  a  
doc t r i n e  o f  Pope r y  wh i ch  h a s  no t  b e en  t h e  s ub j e c t  
o f  con t rove r s y  w i th in  the  bo som o f  t he  Papa l  com- 
muni ty.  The var ia t ions  o f  Poper y have been a lmost  a s  
numerous  a s  tho se  o f  P ro te s t an t i sm.  Where,  then ,  i s  
i t s  in f a l l ib i l i ty?  The c la im of  the  Church of  Rome to  
be this living tr ibunal, which is to settle once for all and  
for every body what is  truth, and to prevent al l  contro- 
versy by forbidding the exercise of pr ivate judgement, is  
in direct contradiction to the Word of God, which cal ls  
upon ever y man for  himsel f  to ‘ search the Scr iptures ’ ,  
‘ t o  p rove  a l l  t h i n g s ’ ,  a n d  ‘ h o l d  f a s t  t h a t  w h i c h  i s  
good’ .  To cons t i tute  the church the t r ibuna l  which i s  
to decide for us what is truth, without our examination  
of  the Scr iptures for our selves ,  i s  to make a l l  i t s  mem- 
ber s believer s in the church rather in the Word of God,  
and thus to put the church in the place of the Bible as 
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t h e  ob j e c t  o f  f a i t h .  Th i s  me t hod  o f  d e c i d i n g  c on - 
t rove r s i e s ,  a nd  s e t t l i n g  t h e  que s t i on  wha t  i s  t r u t h ,  
render s  the  Sc r ip tu re s  a l l  bu t  u se l e s s  fo r  the  peop le ;  
and  there fore  i s  on ly  cons i s t en t  wi th  the  proh ib i t ion  
o f  t h e  f r e e  u s e  o f  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  b y  t h e m .  T h i s  
s cheme  i s  an  u t t e r  deg r ada t i on  o f  man ’s  n a tu re  a s  a  
rat ional being, and is  a plan never adopted in reference  
to  any th ing  e l s e.  Who wou ld  endure  such  a  me thod  
of determining questions of l i terature, science, polit ics ,  
l aw, or  ar t?  Why,  therefore,  should a  man be debar red  
f rom engag ing  on the  mos t  momentous  o f  a l l  top ic s ,  
and he be exposed to the consequences of  eter nal  ruin  
by implicit ly trust ing to the judgement of other s? How  
is any man to know whether he real ly believes what the  
church  be l i eve s ,  and  a l l  i t  be l i eve s ?  Who can  s e a rch  
the  number l e s s  fo l io s  which  conta in  the  f a i th  o f  the  
church, and be sat i s f ied that  he has  not omitted some- 
th ing  which the  church requi re s  o f  h im? And though  
creeds drawn up by Popes,  and catechisms and manuals  
by learned doctors and eminent bishops, may be put into  
the hands of the people, yet as no individual man, how- 
ever e levated,  even the Pope himsel f ,  i s  inf a l l ible,  how  
is  any one to be sat is f ied that there is  no er ror in these  
compos i t ion s ?  Be s ide s ,  a s  no  one  c an  have  acce s s  to  
the church except  a s  i t  i s  represented to him by some  
individual  pr ies t ,  who i s  in the place of  both God and  
the church to him; how can anyone be sure,  s ince that  
individual  pr ies t  i s  f a l l ible,  but  that  he may er r  in the  
v i ew s  h e  m ay  g i ve  o f  t h e  c h u r c h ’s  d o c t r i n e ?  T h i s  
l iv ing  t r i buna l ,  by  supp re s s i ng  con t rove r s y,  de s t roy s  
l iber ty,  and tur ns  the whole subject  of  re l ig ion into a  
mat ter  o f  s l av i sh  submis s ion to  human author i ty.  And  
with liberty, piety also to a considerable extent expires. The 
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du l l  un i f o r mi t y  p roduced  by  the  compu l s i on  o f  au - 
thor ity,  i s  no compensat ion for the loss  of  that act ivi ty  
and sp i r i t  which are  kept  a l ive  by the  ne ighbourhood  
a n d  z e a l  o f  r i v a l  s e c t s .  ‘ T h e  G a l l i c a n  C h u r c h  n o  
doubt looked upon it as a signal tr iumph when she pre- 
va i led upon Loui s  XIV to repea l  the  Edic t  o f  Nantes ,  
which repeal ,  by refus ing tolerat ion to the Huguenots ,  
suppres sed the voice  o f  controver sy  and the ex i s tence  
o f  s e c t s .  B u t  w h a t  wa s  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e ?  W h e r e  
sha l l  we look,  a f te r  th i s  per iod ,  for  her  Fene lons  and  
he r  Pa sca l s ?  Where  fo r  the  d i s t ingu i shed  monument s  
o f  p i e t y  and  l e a r n ing ,  wh i ch  we re  t h e  g l o r y  o f  h e r  
b e t t e r  d ay s ?  A s  f o r  p i e t y,  s h e  p e rc e ived  s h e  h ad  no  
occas ion for  i t ,  when there was  no lus t re  of  Chr i s t i an  
holiness sur rounding her : nor for learning, when she had  
no longer any enemies to confute,  or any controver s ies  
to  ma in t a in .  She  f e l t  he r s e l f  a t  l i be r ty  to  become a s  
ignorant ,  a s  secu la r,  a s  i r re l ig ious  a s  she  p lea sed ;  and  
amidst  the s i lence and darkness  she had created around  
h e r,  s h e  d rew  th e  cu r t a i n s  a nd  re t i re d  t o  re s t .  The  
a c ce s s i on  o f  number s  s he  g a ined  by  supp re s s i ng  he r  
opponents, was like the small extension of length a body  
acqui re s  by death ;  the  feeble  remains  o f  l i fe  were  ex- 
tinguished, and she lay a putr id corpse, a public nuisance,  
f i l l i n g  t h e  a i r  w i t h  p e s t i l e n t i a l  e xh a l a t i on s .’ *  Su ch  
then are the objections to a living and infall ible tr ibunal  
f o r  t h e  d e c i s i o n  o f  c o n t rove r s y,  a s  c l a i m e d  by  t h e  
Church of Rome.

But  perhaps  i t  wi l l  be  a sked whether  a l l  denomina- 
t ions even of Nonconformists ,  do not put for th creeds,  
a r t i c l e s ,  and  c a t ech i sms ,  wh ich  they  no t  on ly  t e ach ,  
bu t  requ i re,  t he i r  member s  to  be l i eve ?  Ce r t a in l y,  a s 

* Robert Hall’s Zeal without Innovation.
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acknowledged compendiums of their views of the Word  
o f  God;  but  they  a l low ever yman to  te s t  them by the  
Scr iptures ,  and to re jec t  them i f  he sees  f i t .  They are  
h e l d  f o r t h  t o  g u i d e ,  bu t  n o t  t o  c o m p e l .  T h ey  a r e  
p ropo s ed ,  bu t  no t  impo s ed .  They  a re  s ubmi t t ed  f o r  
examination and instruction to the judgement, but they  
are not made to bind the conscience.

Yo u  s e e ,  t h e n ,  yo u n g  m e n ,  t h a t  t h e  p e r p l e x i t i e s  
o f  cont rover sy  cannot  be  avo ided by  sur render ing  up  
your judgement into the hands of  pr ies t s ;  but that  you  
are to employ it dil igently for yourselves in coming to a  
conclusion upon the var ious questions which divide and  
agitate the religious world.

I I I .  The  que s t i on ,  howeve r,  c ome s  b a ck :  Wha t  i s  
to  be  done?  How i s  the  mind to  be  re l i eved  f rom i t s  
perplexity in l istening to the contradictory views which  
reply to the quest ion, ‘What i s  truth?’ Is  an inquirer to  
set about to read and study the rel ig ious opinions of al l  
t h e  d enomin a t i on s  i n  e x i s t e n c e ?  Tha t  wou l d  b e  a n  
endless  and needless  labour.  I t  would be a useless  con- 
sumption of time, and would only end in still deeper and  
more  p a in fu l  pe r p l ex i t y.  Take  the  c a s e  o f  any  o the r  
book than the Bible; a legal statute, or a history, or any  
other document about which a g reat diver s i ty of inter- 
pre t a t ion  ex i s ted ,  and which  was  in  your  own hands ;  
would you, in order to know its  true meaning, think it  
n e c e s s a r y  t o  re ad  a l l  t h e  con f l i c t i n g  op in i on s ?  No !  
You  wou ld  s ay,  ‘ I  w i l l  re ad  and  s tudy  the  document  
i t s e l f .  I  h ave  i t  i n  my  po s s e s s i on  i n  t h e  ve r n a cu l a r  
t ongue,  a nd  I  w i l l  r e a d  and  j udge  f o r  my s e l f ’ .  Ac t  
thus in reference to the Bible and religious differences.

S tudy  the  Sc r i p tu re s .  S e a rch  the  Word  o f  God  fo r  
your se lves .  Be int imate ly acquainted with your Bibles , 
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e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  New Te s t amen t .  Bu t  t h e re  i s  a  r i gh t  
and  a  wrong  way  o f  do ing  th i s .  The  exho r t a t i on  to  
search the Scr iptures  i s  expres s ive of  a  par t icular  s ta te  
o f  m i n d ,  a s  we l l  a s  o f  a n  o u t wa rd  d u t y.  C a r r y  t o  
t he  B ib l e  no  p re conce ived  no t i on s  w i th  wh i ch  i t  i s  
your previous determination to make everything square.  
Read the Word of God with a s imple and sincere desire  
t o  know i t s  re a l  mean ing .  In  re ad ing  the  Sc r i p tu re s  
t h e r e  mu s t  b e  n o  a t t e m p t  t o  t r y  w h a t ,  by  t h e  a i d  
of  ingenuity and a previous bias ,  they may be made to  
say; but a simple desire to know what they do say. Read  
with entire and absolute impar t ia l i ty,  just  as  you would  
the prescr ipt ion of  a  phys ic ian who had g iven you di- 
rect ions for food and medicine, to restore and preserve  
you r  h e a l t h .  L e t  t h e re  b e  an  humbl e  and  t e a ch ab l e  
d i s po s i t i on .  ‘Re c e ive  w i t h  meekne s s  t h e  e ng r a f t e d  
wo rd .’ ‘The  meek  w i l l  h e  gu i d e  i n  j u dg emen t ,  t h e  
meek wi l l  he  show hi s  way.’ ‘Except  ye  be  conver ted ,  
and become as  l i t t le  chi ldren, ye shal l  in no case enter  
i n t o  t h e  k i n g d o m  o f  G o d .’ A n d  w h a t eve r  e xe r c i s e  
o f  our  inte l lec t  may be car r ied on,  and however  con- 
vinced we may be that  the inte l lect  must  be exerci sed,  
t h e re  s h o u l d  a lway s  b e  e n t e r t a i n e d  a n  h u m b l e  a n d  
w h o l e s o m e  d i s t r u s t  o f  o u r  ow n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  I n  
searching the Scr iptures  we must  consider their  des ign  
a s  we l l  a s  the i r  mean ing ;  tha t  they  a re  in t ended  no t  
only to communicate knowledge, but f aith and holiness.  
The Bible i s  a  book to make us wise unto sa lvat ion. I t  
conta ins  a  ‘doctr ine according to godl ines s ’ .  ‘Sanct i fy  
them through thy t r uth ’ ,  was  the  prayer  o f  Chr i s t  for  
h i s  d i s c i p l e s .  D iv ine  t r u th  i s  i n t ended  to  p roduce  a  
d iv ine  l i f e.  To  re ad  in  o rde r  to  know,  o r  to  suppor t  
and de fend,  a  sy s tem,  i s  a  low and unwor thy end.  To 



 proof-reading draft 145

s e a rch  t h e  S c r i p t u re s  a r i gh t ,  you  mu s t  g ive  up  and  
ab s t a in  f rom a l l  s i n fu l  indu lgence s .  ‘Lay ing  a s ide  a l l  
f i l th ines s ,  and super f lu i ty  of  naught ines s ,  receive with  
meekness  the eng raf ted word’ ,  i s  the injunct ion of  the  
apos t le.  The lus t s  o f  the  mind,  the  pr ide  o f  in te l lec t ,  
the love of wealth,  thir s t  a f ter  human applause,  as  wel l  
a s  the lus t s  of  the f le sh,  impair  the menta l  v i s ion,  and  
smite  the soul  wi th sp i r i tua l  bl indnes s ,  insomuch that  
holy truth, however plain, remains undiscovered.

The re  i s  a no th e r  d i s po s i t i on  t o  b e  c a r r i e d  t o  t h e  
Scr iptures in our perusal  of them, and that,  on account  
of  i t s  impor tance,  I  place by i t se l f ,  that  i t  may be very  
con sp i cuou s l y  s e en ,  a s  s e r i ou s l y  con s i d e red ,  and  a s  
v iv id ly  and prac t i ca l ly  remembered ;  I  mean tha t  sug- 
ge s t ed  by  our  Lord ,  where  he  s ay s ,  ‘ I f  any  man  wi l l  
do his (God’s) will, he shall know of the doctr ine which  
I  s p e ak ,  whe the r  i t  b e  o f  God ,  o r  whe the r  I  s p e ak  
o f  my se l f ’ .  A  re a l  obed i ence  to  the  w i l l  o f  God ,  a s  
f ar  as  we at  present know it ,  united with a s incere and  
hearty determination to do it upon all further discover ies  
of  i t ,  to whatever  r i sks ,  sacr i f ices ,  and inconveniences  
such obedience may expose us, is the best way of coming  
to a r ight knowledge of the truth. We must love truth,  
not only for its  own sake, but for its  holy tendency and  
e f fec t :  and he tha t  i s  mos t  anxious  to  obta in  ho l ines s  
by t r uth,  i s  most  l ike ly  to a scer ta in t r uth for  the sake  
o f  ho l ine s s .  Right  d i spos i t ions  a re  the  way  to  obta in  
r igh t  op in ions .  Div ine  t r u th ,  un l ike  sc ien t i f i c  know- 
ledge, i s  intended, as well  as adapted, to produce moral  
re su l t s ;  and i f  we are  not  anxious  to  obta in  these,  we  
a re  no t  l i ke l y  to  come to  a  knowledge  o f  the  t r u th s  
themselves.

T h e r e  m u s t  a l s o  b e  ve r y  e a r n e s t  p r a ye r  f o r  t h e 
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t e a ch ing  o f  t he  Ho ly  Sp i r i t .  The re  a re  undoub ted l y  
some things in the Bible hard to be under stood; but in  
wha t  pe r t a i n s  t o  s a l va t i on ,  a l l  i s  a s  c l e a r  a s  c r y s t a l .  
But  i f  there be l ight  in the Bible,  there i s  darknes s  in  
u s .  ‘The  na tu ra l  man rece ive th  no t  the  th ing s  o f  the  
Spir it of God, for they are foolishness unto him, neither  
c an  he  know them,  becau se  they  a re  sp i r i tu a l l y  d i s - 
cer ned.’ The sa fe and proper,  and only sa fe and proper  
manne r  o f  a pp ro a ch ing  t h e  h e aven l y  o r a c l e ,  i s  t h a t  
which David mani fe s ted,  when he thus  prayed,  ‘Open  
thou mine eyes that  I  may behold wondrous things out  
o f  t hy  l aw.’ S o  a l s o  t h e  A p o s t l e  e n t r e a t e d  f o r  t h e  
Colos s i an s ,  ‘We do not  cea se  to  pray  for  you,  and to  
desire that ye might be f i l led with the knowledge of his  
w i l l  i n  a l l  w i s dom and  s p i r i t u a l  unde r s t a nd i ng ’ .  I t  
may not  s t r ike some,  that  a l though we have the book,  
i t  i s  necessar y,  in addit ion, to have the teaching of the  
Au tho r :  and  i f  i t  we re  no t  ab so lu t e l y  nece s s a r y,  ye t  
su re l y  th i s  wou ld  be  con s ide red  a  p r iv i l ege,  even  a s  
r e g a rd s  a  h u m a n  p ro d u c t i o n .  B u t  i t  i s  i n  t h i s  c a s e  
necessary. How powerful i s  the inf luence of our inward  
cor ruption in blinding and bewilder ing our judgements!  
How l i ab l e  a re  we  to  e r r !  How momentous  a  ma t t e r  
i s  i t  on  wh i ch  t o  m i s t a ke !  How numerou s  and  how  
f a t a l  a re  t he  m i s t ake s  t h a t  a re  made !  Un l e s s ,  t h e re - 
fore,  we not only pray, but g ive our selves to prayer for  
divine i l luminat ion,  we are l ike ly,  even with the Bible  
in  our  hands ,  to  go  wrong .  Tha t  the  mean ing  o f  the  
B ible  may  be  mi s t aken ,  and  i s  so,  no  one  can  doubt .  
T h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  p rove s  i t .  H ow  m a ny  
er ror s  are there in the world on the subject s  of  divine  
revelation!

As your safest guide amidst the diver si t ies of rel ig ious 
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opinions which exist ,  and as the best mode of rel ieving  
your  mind f rom the per p lex i ty  occas ioned by contro- 
ver sy,  acquire  the e lements  of  decided per sona l  godl i- 
n e s s .  The s e  l i e  w i t h i n  a  ve r y  n a r row  c o mpa s s ,  a r e  
common to most denominations of professing Chr istians,  
and, with whatever other sentiments they may be asso- 
c i a t ed ,  w i l l  s e cu re  the  po s s e s s ion  o f  e t e r na l  l i f e.  Be  
sure  to  be  r ight  on g rea t  and fundamenta l  po in t s .  Be  
upon the foundat ion, and then, though you are a l i t t le  
o f f  the per pendicular,  yet  you wi l l  not  f a l l .  And what  
a re  these  g rand es sent ia l s ,  wi thout  which no man can  
b e  s aved ,  and  w i th  wh i ch  eve r y  man  w i l l  b e  s aved ,  
wha t eve r  i n  o t h e r  re s p e c t s  may  b e  h i s  c re ed  o r  h i s  
church?  Repen t ance  toward s  God ,  f a i th  in  our  Lord  
Je su s  Chr i s t ,  and evange l i ca l  ho l ine s s .  I  do  not  mean  
to  say  tha t  these  cons t i tu te  a l l  tha t  God has  revea led ,  
and therefore al l  that we need concern our selves about.  
By  no  mean s .  The re  a re  i nnumer ab l e  o the r  ma t t e r s  
which are found in the Word of God, but these are the  
subs t ance  o f  i t ,  the  g rea t  e s sent i a l s  to  s a lva t ion .  Per- 
sona l  god l ine s s  i s  the  g rea t  p re se r va t ive  f rom se r ious  
e r ro r.  A s  t h e re  a re  i n s t i n c t s  i n  i r r a t i on a l  c re a t u re s  
which lead them to se lec t  good and wholesome food,  
and to refuse and reject such substances as are noxious;  
so there are cer tain sentiments and systems as to which  
i t  i s  s ca rce ly  neces sa r y  to  prove to  the  sp i r i tua l  mind  
tha t  they  a re  f a l s e,  fo r  the  sp i r i tua l  t a s t e  p ronounces  
t h e m  t o  b e  b a d .  T h e  h o l y  l i f e  w i t h i n  r e f u s e s  a n d  
re j e c t s  them a t  once  a s  repugnan t  to  i t s  n a tu re ;  and  
the stronger and healthier that l i fe i s ,  the g reater i s  the  
force of this  repugnance. Hence the necess i ty,  not only  
o f  our  be ing pos ses sed of  t r ue per sona l  godl ines s ,  but  
o f  h igh  deg ree s  o f  i t .  He  who fee l s  a l l  the  v i t a l i s ing 
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power of sound doctr ine in making him holy, heavenly,  
and  happy,  w i l l  be  in  sma l l  d ange r  o f  m i s ch i e f  f rom  
other doctr ines,  and feel l i t t le necess i ty to inquire into  
o t h e r  s e n t i m e n t s .  T h e  m a n  w h o  f i n d s  h i s  s t r e n g t h  
f irm, his health glowing, his spir its buoyant, upon good,  
p la in ,  nutr i t ious  food,  wi l l  have no need to s tudy the  
var ious  sys tems of  medic ine and die te t ic s .  He may le t  
physicians wrangle on, without troubling himself  about  
their  conf l ic t ing opinions .  So the man s t rong in f a i th,  
l ively in hope, and ardent in the love of God and man:  
he who has  joy and peace in bel ieving:  he who i s  able  
to mortify his cor ruptions, and invigorate his g races, by  
the views of divine truth which he has gained, need not  
read through a book of rel ig ious denominations to f ind  
out what is truth, for he has the ‘witness in himself ’.

I t  would  be  o f  mater i a l  se r v ice,  and a  g rea t  he lp  to  
you in decid ing for  your se l f  in  mat ter s  o f  controver sy  
a s  to what  i s  t r uth,  to gather  f rom the Scr ipture,  by a  
devout and careful  perusa l ,  some broad comprehens ive  
views of i t s  general  purpor t and design, in reference to  
d o c t r i n e ,  c e r e m o n i e s ,  a n d  g ove r n m e n t .  B ro a d  a n d  
general  views on any subject g reat ly ass i s t  us in under- 
s t a n d i n g  i t s  m i nu t e r  p a r t s  a n d  d e t a i l s .  S u r vey  t h e  
system of divine truth in the Bible as  you would a vast  
and complicated piece of  machinery,  not by f i r s t  of  a l l  
examin ing  each  pa r t i cu l a r  pa r t ,  bu t  by  t ak ing  a  v iew  
of  i t  a s  a  whole,  in i t s  genera l  des ign and larger  com- 
b ina t ion s .  Fa i th  in  the  t r u th s  o f  reve l a t ion  i s  no t  to  
be obta ined by the separa te  examinat ion a t  f i r s t  o f  i t s  
var ious points, histor ical, doctr inal, or practical; and no  
one would be l ikely to become an inte l l igent and f i r m  
believer in Chr istianity, if he endeavoured to make every  
f act ,  ever y doctr ine,  and ever y precept ,  c lear,  cer ta in, 
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and beyond di spute,  before he adopted the whole a s  a  
divine revelation, and before he had become acquainted  
with i t s  general  des ign and more impor tant and funda- 
men t a l  t r u th s .  Tho s e  a re  mo s t  l i ke l y  t o  unde r s t and  
deta i l s  who are bes t  acquainted with genera l s ,  a s  f rom  
them l ight  comes  upon par t i cu la r s .  Lord  Bacon com- 
p a re s  t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  t h o s e  s t u d e n t s  a n d  d e f e n d e r s  
of Chr istianity, who act upon the pr inciple of beg inning  
with par ticular s, and going on to generals, to those per- 
sons  who would l ight  a  l a rge  ha l l  by  p lac ing a  candle  
in each corner, instead of hang ing in the middle of i t  a  
l a rge  chande l i e r,  which  would  send i t s  l i gh t  in to  the  
darkes t  reces se s .  Or,  to  change the metaphor,  he who  
s e i z e s  a n d  ke e p s  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  g r e a t  w h o l e  o f  
Chr i s t i an i ty,  in  i t s  genera l  t r u th s  and  de s igns ,  i s  l ike  
a conf ident and success ful  victor,  who seizes and keeps  
pos ses s ion of  the metropol i s  and the c i tade l ;  whi le  he  
who spends his  chief  t ime, or his  f i r s t  pains,  in gett ing  
a  knowledge  o f  mere  de t a i l s ,  i s  l i ke  the  so ld i e r  who  
wastes his strength on the frontier, without ever making  
any grand attempt to possess the whole country.

A s  r e g a rd s  w h a t  a r e  u s u a l l y  c a l l e d  d o c t r i n e s ,  t h e  
Scr ip ture s  ever ywhere  a s se r t  the  l ap sed ,  cor r upt ,  and  
condemned state of human nature: in other words,  that  
man  i s  a  gu i l t y  and  unho ly  c re a tu re,  who  ha s  f a l l en  
f ro m  h i s  o r i g i n a l  s t a t e  o f  r i g h t e o u s n e s s ,  a n d  w h o,  
i f  re cove red  f rom th i s  cond i t ion  and  re s to red  to  the  
f avour of God, must be saved by some aid from without:  
t h a t  t he  de s i gn  o f  t he  i nc a r na t i on  and  dea th  o f  ou r  
Lord  Je su s  Chr i s t  i s  to  e f f ec t  man ’s  redempt ion  f rom  
s in,  gui l t ,  and death, in a manner harmonious with the  
per fect ions  of  the d iv ine character,  and the pr inc ip le s  
of God’s moral government: that the blessings consequent 
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t o  man  upon  t h i s  s y s t em  o f  med i a t i on  a re  p a rdo n ,  
pe ace,  and  ho l i ne s s  he re,  and  e t e r na l  l i f e  he re a f t e r :  
and  tha t  the  cond i t ion s  on  which  ( a s  a  s i n e  qua  non ,  
bu t  no t  a s  a  me r i t o r i ou s  c au s e, )  t h e s e  b l e s s i ng s  a re  
bestowed, are repentance towards God, and f aith in our  
Lord  Je su s  Chr i s t ;  i n  shor t ,  the  s a l va t ion  o f  s inne r s ,  
and  a t  the  s ame  t ime  the  man i f e s t a t i on  o f  the  g lo r y  
o f  God’s  mora l  charac te r.  Now th i s  one would  th ink ,  
must  be conceded by ever y one who has  obta ined the  
l e a s t  a c q u a i n t a n c e  w i t h  t h e  Wo rd  o f  G o d .  W h a t  a  
guide would these views prove to the settlement of many  
c on t rove r s i e s !  Th rough  wha t  l a by r i n t h s  o f  op i n i on  
would these f ir st pr inciples of the Chr istian scheme lead  
you in  s a fe ty !  How many de ta i l s  would  they  inc lude,  
and how many connected doctr ines would they unfold,  
and e s t abl i sh ,  and render  ev ident !  Let  them,  then,  be  
deep ly  rooted  in  your  minds  a s  so  many fundamenta l  
t r u th s ,  and  be  made  to  bea r  on  a l l  the  con t rove r s i e s  
o f  which you may hear  or  read.  Br ing a l l  other  sent i- 
ments  to the ordea l  o f  th i s  ques t ion,  ‘Do they profes s  
or deny the cor ruption of human nature, so clearly laid  
down in the Word of  God, and i t s  recovery f rom gui l t  
and depravity, by a system of mediation through Chr ist ,  
which unites the redemption of mall  and the manifesta- 
tion of God’s glory?’

A s imi la r  genera l  re ference to the ceremonia l  o f  the  
New Tes t ament  wi l l  he lp  you to  s e t t l e  many  cont ro- 
ve r s i e s  on  th i s  sub jec t .  You cannot  pos s ib ly  read  the  
Gospel s  and Epis t les  without observing the contras t  in  
one s t r ik ing point  of  v iew presented between Judai sm  
and  Chr i s t i an i ty,  the  fo r mer  exh ib i t ing  so  much tha t  
wa s  c e remon i a l ,  t h e  l a t t e r  s o  l i t t l e :  t h e  o n e  b e i n g  
eminent ly  a  r i tua l  sys tem, the other  no les s  eminent ly 
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a sp i r i tua l  one.  When Chr i s t  su f fered on Calvar y,  and  
exp i red  w i th  tha t  t r i umphan t  shou t ,  ‘ I t  i s  f i n i shed ! ’  
he  changed the whole  a spect  o f  revea led re l ig ion.  On  
one  s i d e  o f  t h e  c ro s s  you  b eho l d  t h e  L aw,  w i t h  i t s  
pr ies t s ,  i t s  sacr i f ices ,  and i t s  r i tes ,  ret i r ing f rom s ight ;  
on the other, you behold the Gospel, with its simple and  
sp i r i tua l  ins t i tut ions ,  coming forward into v iew. From  
that  hour the g reat  des ign of  Chr i s t iani ty was to for m  
a  cha r a c t e r  o f  wh i ch  a  new,  d iv ine,  and  i nwa rd  l i f e  
shou ld  be  the  an ima t ing  sou l ,  and  ho l ine s s  in  a l l  i t s  
b ranches  and beaut ie s ,  be  the  exter na l  mani fe s t a t ion .  
Ch r i s t i a n i t y  wa s  i n t ended ,  i f  no t  t o  pu t  a n  end  t o  
r i t u a l i s m ,  ye t  s o  t o  s u b o rd i n a t e  i t  t o  s p i r i t u a l i t y,  
holiness, and love, that it should be but as the f illet round  
the  b row,  o r  a s  the  b r ace l e t  upon  the  a r m,  o f  p i e ty.  
Chr i s t i an i ty  ha s  l e f t  u s  noth ing ,  in  the  for m of  cere- 
mony, but bapt i sm and the Lord’s  Supper,  and has  sa id  
so  l i t t l e  even about  them,  a s  to  l ead  us  to  suppose  i t  
cons ider s  them of  ver y infer ior  impor tance to what  i s  
m o r a l  a n d  s p i r i t u a l .  J u s t  a s k  t h e  q u e s t i o n  a g a i n ,  
‘ W h a t  k i n d  o f  r e l i g i o n  d o e s  t h e  N e w  Te s t a m e n t  
ch i e f l y  de s i gn  to  t e a ch ,  a  r i t u a l  o r  a  s p i r i t u a l  one ? ’  
Here  aga in  you wi l l  be  fur n i shed wi th a  te s t  o f  many  
a  s y s t em .  Connec t ed  w i t h  c e remony  i s  p r i e s t hood .  
Observe what i s  sa id in the New Testament about this .  
How very litt le is said about relig ious off icials, or func- 
t i o n a r i e s  o f  a ny  k i n d ,  c o m p a re d  w i t h  w h a t  i s  s a i d  
o f  o ther  th ings .  Chr i s t  i s  our  Grea t  High Pr ie s t ,  and  
a l l  Chr i s t i an s  a re  the  p r i e s thood .  No o the r  p r i e s t  i s  
mentioned. And as  to bi shops,  pas tor s ,  or e lder s ,  their  
on ly  func t ions  ment ioned  a re  t each ing  and  r u l ing .  A  
sacerdotal order and sacerdotal acts, are nowhere refer red  
to.  I t  nowhere  appea r s  the  de s i gn  o f  the  apo s t l e s  to 
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make much of  man,  or  to inves t  h im with dominat ion  
o r  s p i r i t u a l  au tho r i t y  i n  the  church .  Even  they  d i s - 
claimed being lords of God’s heritage.

So aga in  wi th  regard  to  ecc le s i a s t i ca l  po l i ty ;  i t  wi l l  
b e  we l l  t o  t a ke  a  g ene r a l  v i ew  o f  t h i s  qu e s t i on ,  a s  
f u r n i s h e d  by  t h e  N ew  Te s t a m e n t .  I  s a y,  t h e  N ew  
Testament, for the Old was the code of law for Judaism,  
a s  thi s  i s  for  Chr i s t iani ty.  I t  would be no more proper  
to look to the const i tut ion of the Jewish theocracy for  
the model of the Chr ist ian church, than it  would be to  
the temple,  i t s  pr ies t s ,  and sacr i f ices ,  and ceremonies ,  
f o r  t h e  re gu l a t i on s  o f  Ch r i s t i a n  wo r sh i p.  The  s ame  
d i f fe rence i s  obser vable  in  the  ecc le s i a s t i ca l  charac ter  
o f  Ju d a i s m  a n d  C h r i s t i a n i t y  a s  i s  e v i d e n t  i n  t h e i r  
c e remon i a l .  The  D iv ine  Au tho r  o f  ou r  re l i g i on  h a s  
fu r n i shed ,  by  h i s  confe s s ion be fore  P i l a te,  ‘My k ing- 
dom i s  not  of  th i s  wor ld’ ,  that  which i s  the key to a l l  
s o c i a l  re l i g i on ,  and  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  o r g an i s a t i on .  The  
elaboration, complexity, and secular i ty of ear thly king- 
doms  do  no t  appe r t a i n  t o  h i s  chu rch ,  o f  wh i ch  t he  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a r e  s i m p l i c i t y  a n d  s p i r i t u a l i t y.  T h e  
des ign of  church gover nment i s  not  so much the con- 
version of men’s souls, as the fellowship, edif ication, and  
c o m f o r t  o f  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  a l r e a d y  c o nve r t e d .  T h e  
church of Chr ist, consisting of the company of believers,  
mus t  in  a l l  i t s  in s t i tu te s  be  adapted  to  sp i r i tua l  men,  
and have re spect  to  the i r  order,  har mony,  and mutua l  
h e l p fu l ne s s .  I t  h a s  no th ing  wor l d l y  i n  i t s  n a tu re  o r  
d e s i gn .  I t  i s  i n  t h e  wo r l d ,  bu t  no t  o f  i t .  The  more  
spir i tual  and s imple a scheme of eccles iast ical  pol i ty i s ,  
the  more  l ike ly,  upon the  genera l  p r inc ip le  now l a id  
down, does i t  seem to be that i t  i s  an approximation to  
tha t  which  was  se t  up  by  our  Lord  Je su s  Chr i s t .  The 
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more c lear ly  i t  exhibi t s  the church as  a  separa te  com- 
mu n i t y,  l i ke  t h e  Jew s  a m i d s t  s u r ro u n d i n g  n a t i o n s ,  
dwe l l i n g  a p a r t  by  i t s e l f ,  gove r ned  by  i t s  own  l aw s ,  
animated by its own spir it, and pursuing its own objects,  
the more does i t  accord with al l  which the New Testa- 
ment teaches us on this subject.

A n  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e s e  g e n e r a l  a s p e c t s  o f  D i v i n e  
revelation will greatly assist us in coming to a conclusion  
upon most points of religious controversy.

Hav ing  made  up  your  mind s ,  upon  ev idence,  a s  to  
what  i s  t r u th ,  then have a s  l i t t l e  to  do wi th  re l ig ious  
controver sy  a s  you can.  Seek a  prac t ica l  ra ther  than a  
polemical  rel ig ion. Treat i t  as  a something rather to be  
done,  than to  be  t a lked about .  Be not  fond o f  d i spu- 
t a t ion .  Be  no  re l i g iou s  kn igh t -e r r an t ,  r unn ing  a - t i l t  
aga ins t  ever y one who di f fer s  f rom you.  A pugnacious  
di spos i t ion,  whether i t  be f rom natura l  combat iveness ,  
o r  p reva i l i n g  van i t y,  i s  a  d ang e rou s  t h i n g  t o  p i e t y,  
which, l ike the dew, f al ls only in a sti l l  atmosphere, and  
l i e s  longes t  in  the  shade.  Be too much taken up wi th  
adding ‘ to your f a i th vir tue,  and to vir tue knowledge,  
a n d  t o  k n ow l e d g e  t e m p e r a n c e ,  a n d  t o  t e m p e r a n c e  
pa t i ence,  and  to  pa t i ence  god l ine s s ,  and  to  god l ine s s  
brother ly kindness ,  and to brother ly kindness  char i ty ’ ,  
to have much time for str ife and contention.

L e t  i t  b e  you r  g re a t  c on c e r n  t o  e a t  o f  t h e  B re a d  
o f  L i f e,  pu re  and  unadu l t e r a t ed ,  r a the r  th an  mix  up  
with i t  the g r i t  and chaff  of  controver sy;  and to dr ink,  
a n d  n o t  t ro u b l e  a n d  f o u l ,  t h e  c l e a r  Wa t e r  o f  L i f e .  
Avo i d  a  t a s t e  f o r  c u r i o s i t y  i n  t h i n g s  u n reve a l e d ,  a  
specu l a t ive  tu r n  concer n ing  th ing s  mys te r ious ,  and  a  
d i s t empe red  z e a l  f o r  wha t ,  i f  t r ue,  i s  compa r a t ive l y  
l i t t l e .  ‘The re  i s ,’ s ay s  a n  o l d  au tho r,  ‘ a  k i nd  o f  i n -
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temperance in most of us, a wild and ir regular desire to  
make th ings  more or  le s s  than they are  in  themse lves ,  
a nd  t o  remove  t h em  we l l - n i gh  ou t  o f  s i g h t  by  ou r  
add i t ions  and de f a lca t ions .  Few there  a re  who can be  
content with truth, and settle and rest in it as it appear- 
e th  in  tha t  nakedne s s  and  s imp l i c i t y  in  which  i t  wa s  
f i r s t  brought for th;  but men are ever drawing out con- 
clusions of their own, spinning out and weaving specu- 
la t ions ,  th in ,  unsui table,  and unf i t  to  be wor n,  which  
ye t  t h ey  g l o r y  i n  a n d  d e f e n d  w i t h  m o re  b e a t  a n d  
an imos i ty  than  they  do tha t  t r u th  which  i s  nece s s a r y  
and by i t se l f  su f f ic ient  wi thout  th i s  a r t .  For  these  a re  
c rea tu re s  o f  our  own,  shaped  out  in  our  f an t a sy,  and  
so dressed up by us with a l l  accurateness  and cur ios i ty  
of  di l igence, that we f a l l  at  las t  in love with them, and  
apply our se lves  to them with that  c losenes s  and adhe- 
rency  wh i ch  du l l e th  and  t ake th  o f f  t he  edge  o f  ou r  
affection to that which is most necessary, and so leaveth  
that neglected and las t  in our thoughts ,  which i s  main.  
As  we  read  o f  the  pa in te r,  who,  hav ing  s t re t ched  h i s  
f ancy and spent the force of his imag ination in drawing  
Neptune to the l i fe,  could not  ra i se  hi s  a f ter  thoughts  
to the setting forth the majesty of Jupiter.’

L ove  t h e  c l o s e t  o f  d evo t i o n  m o re  t h a n  t h e  a r e n a  
o f  content ion;  s tudy the  Bible  more  than the  vo lume  
of  ang ry di scuss ion;  and seek the company of  the sons  
o f  peace,  r a ther  than  a s soc i a t ion  wi th  those  who say,  
‘ We  a r e  f o r  wa r ’ .  I t  i s  we l l ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t o  m a ke  
yourselves acquainted generally with the subjects of con- 
t rover sy,  e spec ia l ly  those  o f  the  lead ing  cont rover s ie s  
o f  t h e  d ay.  No  young  man ,  f o r  i n s t an c e,  s hou l d  b e  
i gno r an t  o f  t he  ev idence s  o f  Chr i s t i an i t y,  o r  o f  t he  
g re a t  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  Evange l i c a l  t r u t h  a s  oppo s ed  t o 
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Ra t iona l i sm o r  Un i t a r i an i sm ;  o r  o f  P ro t e s t an t i sm a s  
aga in s t  Poper y,  in  a l l  the i r  r ange  and  bea r ing .  These  
a re  the ques t ions  of  the day.  And in order  to contend  
ea r ne s t l y  fo r  the  ‘ f a i th  once  de l ive red  to  the  s a in t s ’ ,  
we  mus t  know wha t  the  f a i th  i s ,  and  bo th  how i t  i s  
a s s a i l e d ,  a n d  h ow  i t  c a n  b e  d e f e n d e d .  E ve r y  m a n  
should know what he bel ieves ,  and why he bel ieves  i t ;  
and thus  ‘be able  to g ive a  reason,  with meekness  and  
f e a r,  o f  the  hope  tha t  i s  in  h im’ .  He  shou ld  t ake  h i s  
s i d e ,  a n d  va l i a n t l y  ke e p  i t .  A l l  t h i s  i s  p ro p e r  a n d  
nece s s a r y,  bu t  i t  i s  a  d i f f e ren t  th ing  to  our  reduc ing  
re l i g ion  to  a  mere  ma t t e r  o f  con t rover sy.  How many  
are there whose whole godliness i s  a mere contest for a  
creed, or a church, without their  having any true f a i th  
in Chr ist ,  or their being member s of the church which  
he has  purchased with hi s  blood!  What  mul t i tudes  are  
now f ierce for Protestantism, who have never embraced  
wi th the i r  whole  hear t s  one g rea t  and t r ue Protes tant  
pr incip le !  Oh that  men were more anxious  to pract i se  
Chr i s t i an i ty  than controver t  about  i t !  That  they were  
as zealous for holiness as they seem to be for truth, and  
a s  anxious  to  imbibe  the  sp i r i t  and exhib i t  the  image  
o f  Chr i s t  in  the i r  t emper,  cha rac te r,  and  conduc t ,  a s  
they  a re  concer ned  to  embody  h i s  doc t r ine s  in  the i r  
c r e e d s !  Yo u n g  m e n ,  b e  a rd e n t  l ove r s  o f  t h e  t r u t h ,  
d i l igent  seeker s  a f te r  i t ,  cons t an t  fo l lower s  o f  i t ,  and  
impa s s ioned  admi re r s ,  va l i an t  de fender s ,  and  zea lou s  
promoter s  of  i t :  but at  the same t ime, not pugnacious ,  
restless, bitter, and bigoted disputants for it.

H av i n g  r e c e ive d ,  u p o n  s a t i s f a c t o r y  ev i d e n c e ,  t h e  
system of doctr ine which you believe to be Scr iptural, do  
not allow your convictions to be shaken, or your faith to  
be staggered, on account of any diff iculties with which it 
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may seem to be at tended; nor by any cavi l s  and objec- 
t ions brought against  i t ,  which you may not be able to  
answer.  I t  i s  of  g reat  impor tance for you to remember,  
tha t  there  i s  no t r uth ,  however  ev ident  and cer ta in  i t  
may  b e ,  a g a i n s t  wh i ch  a n  i n g en i o u s  a n d  d ex t e rou s  
sophist  may not advance some plausible objections; and  
in connexion with which, its most assured believers may  
no t  s ee  some  d i f f i cu l t i e s  wh ich  they  a re  no t  ab l e  to  
exp la in .  Mathemat ica l  sc ience  i s  the  on ly  depar tment  
of human inquiry which excludes all doubt and diff iculty.  
Even  the  expe r imen t a l  ph i l o sophe r  some t ime s  f i nd s  
many diff iculties in his path which he is unable to clear  
up ;  some u l t ima te  l aws  which  pe r p l ex  and  con found  
h i m ;  a n d  s o m e  r e s u l t s  w h i c h  b a f f l e  h i m .  D o e s  h e  
a b a n d o n  h i m s e l f  t o  s c e p t i c i s m ?  C e r t a i n l y  n o t .  H e  
credi t s  hi s  proofs ,  he re l ie s  upon hi s  a scer ta ined f act s ,  
a nd  s ay s ,  ‘ I  am  pu z z l e d ,  I  s e e  a  d i f f i c u l t y  wh i ch  I  
c annot  ye t  exp l a in ,  bu t  I  ho ld  f a s t  my conv ic t ion  o f  
the  t r u th  o f  what  I  have  proved,  and wai t  for  fur ther  
l i g h t  t o  c l e a r  u p  w h a t  i s  n ow  d a r k .  I  c a n n o t  g i ve  
up evidence,  because of  d i f f icul ty,  and thus  re l inquish  
w h a t  I  d o  k n o w  f o r  w h a t  I  d o  n o t  k n o w.’  I s  
not  th i s  per fec t ly  ra t iona l  and ent i re ly  phi lo sophica l ?  
In thi s  way I  am anxious  that  you should act  in re fer- 
ence  to  re l i g ion ,  i t s  doc t r ine s ,  and  i t s  cont rover s i e s .  
Rece ive  whatever  t r u th  reve l a t ion makes  known,  and  
because it makes it known, no matter with what diff iculty  
it may be attended, and wait for further light to enlighten  
wha t  i s  now  d a r k .  By  d i f f i c u l t y,  I  me an  s ome th i ng  
tha t  you cannot  per fec t ly  under s t and :  someth ing  tha t  
you  c a nno t  e n t i r e l y  h a r mon i s e  w i t h  yo u r  p rev i o u s  
notions; something that you cannot make quite to ag ree  
wi th  some o ther  por t ions  o f  d iv ine  t r u th ;  someth ing 
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wh i ch  may  h ave  been  ob j e c t ed  t o  by  o the r s ,  who s e  
object ions you fee l  your se lves  in some measure unable  
t o  an swe r.  I f  conv inced  th a t  any  doc t r i ne  o r  f a c t  i s  
revea led,  le t  not  any di f f icul ty connected with i t  con- 
found you or  shake  your  conv ic t ions .  I t  may  be  we l l  
sometimes, when star tled and perplexed with diff iculties  
on one side of a question, to look at the dif f icult ies on  
t h e  o the r  s i d e.  Suppo s e  you  re j e c t  a  doc t r i n e,  o r  a  
sys tem, because of  something that  you cannot expla in,  
should you not encounter diff iculties far more formidable  
in  the  oppos i te  sy s tem? Have  you not  more  ev idence  
and less dif f iculty on the s ide you have taken, than you  
would f ind i f  you were to pas s  over  to the other  s ide?  
There  i s  a  one- s ided  way o f  look ing  a t  the se  mat te r s  
pract i sed by some people,  which you should avoid.  In  
very many cases,  conviction must rest upon the balance  
o f  ev idence  and d i f f i cu l ty,  there  be ing  some seeming  
proof and some sound object ion on each s ide,  and our  
bu s ine s s  i s  to  de te r mine  which  s ide  ha s  more  o f  the  
for mer,  and les s  of  the la t ter.  I  cannot,  therefore,  g ive  
you a  more impor tant  p iece of  advice than thi s ,  never  
abandon evidence to follow diff iculty, for it is l ike turn- 
ing away from a lanter n,  somewhat dim i t  may be,  but  
sti l l  a steady light; or from the moon, in a mist perhaps,  
to  r un a f te r  an  i gn i s  fa tuus .  And a t  the  s ame t ime,  do  
not allow yourselves to be dr iven from your convictions,  
because you cannot refute al l  the arguments,  or remove  
all the diff iculties, or meet all the objections, which may  
b e  b rough t  a g a i n s t  t h em .  The re  a re  men ,  I  r e p e a t ,  
o f  s uch  sub t l e  m ind s ,  o f  s uch  l og i c a l  power,  and  so  
c l eve r  in  a rgument ,  a s  to  make  the  wor se  appea r  the  
bet ter  cause ;  who can by f a l l acy and sophi s t r y  sus ta in  
the most  pa lpable  er ror,  and make that  t r uth doubt fu l 
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which has  to  you the  luminousnes s  o f  the  sun.  Never  
h e  a s h amed  t o  s ay  t o  s u ch  a n  oppo n en t ,  ‘ I  c a n n o t  
refute your arguments ,  nor meet your object ions,  but I  
a m  u n m ove d  by  t h e m ’ .  A n d  I  wo u l d  r e i t e r a t e  t h e  
advice I  have a l ready g iven,  avoid controver sy.  Having  
found what you bel ieve to be truth,  bel ieve i t ,  love i t ,  
en joy  i t ,  p r a c t i s e  i t ,  bu t  do  no t  be  e age r  to  d i spu t e  
about it.

Whatever may be your convictions of the truth of the  
re l ig ious opinions you have embraced, cul t ivate with a  
love  o f  t r u th ,  a  sp i r i t  o f  cha r i t y.  There  i s  a  med ium  
which it should be your anxiety to discover, between in- 
difference to truth and a distempered zeal for it: between  
la t i tudinar iani sm on the one hand,  and bigotr y on the  
o ther.  There  a re  some who make t r u th  ever y th ing  in  
re l ig ion,  o ther s  who make i t  noth ing :  the  for mer  a re  
the  advocate s  o f  an unsanct i f ied  or thodoxy,  the  l a t te r  
o f  a n  equ a l l y  un s an c t i f i e d  ch a r i t y :  t h e  one  a re  t h e  
wor shipper s of a creed, the other, the iconoclasts  of a l l  
c re ed s :  t h e  f o r me r  s ay,  ‘No  ma t t e r  how we l l  a  man  
a c t s ,  i f  he  doe s  no t  ho ld  the se  op in ion s ’ ;  the  o the r s  
rep l y,  ‘ I t  i s  no  ma t t e r  wha t  op in ion s  he  ho ld s ,  p ro- 
v i d e d  h e  a c t s  we l l ’ .  B o t h  a r e  w ro n g .  T h e r e  c a n  
be  no  r i gh t  be l i e f  o f  t he  t r u th  wh i ch  doe s  no t  l e ad  
to  ho l ine s s :  and there  can be  no ho l ine s s  which does  
no t  s p r i n g  f rom  r i g h t  b e l i e f  o f  t h e  t r u t h .  B e  yo u ,  
t h e re f o re ,  t h e  z e a l ou s  a dvoc a t e s  o f  t r u t h ,  f o r  e r ro r  
i s  s i n .  E r r o r  c a n n o t  s a n c t i f y.  I f  a  m a n  m ay  d i s - 
be l ieve one t ruth,  and be innocent ,  he may di sbe l ieve  
two ;  i f  two,  t e n ;  i f  t e n ,  h a l f  t h e  B i b l e ;  i f  h a l f  t h e  
Bible,  the whole.  Af fect  no f a l se  candour,  no spur ious  
char i ty,  a s  i f  a l l  sent iments  were equa l ly  unimpor tant .  
This i s  treason against  truth, and the God of truth. Let 
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n o t  a l l  t h e  v a r i o u s  s e c t s ,  d e n o m i n a t i o n s ,  a n d  
c re ed s ,  a ppe a r  i n  you r  eye  a s  t h e  b e au t i f u l  c o l ou r s  
o f  the  r a inbow.  I t  i s  a  f a l s e  and  bad  f i gu re,  and  the  
ver y  ger m of  in f ide l i ty.  But ,  a t  the  s ame t ime,  guard  
a g a i n s t  t h e  o p p o s i t e  e x t r e m e  o f  a  wa n t  o f  c h a r i t y  
t owa rd s  t h o s e  w h o  d i f f e r  f ro m  yo u .  I t  i s  n o t  yo u r  
business, nor mine, to f ix the boundary line of relig ious  
op in ion  which  d iv ide s  tho se  who wi l l  be  s aved  f rom  
those who wil l  be lost .  The Church of Rome, with in- 
suf ferable ar rogance,  and a dar ing invas ion of  the pre- 
rog a t ive  o f  He aven ,  h a s  f i xed  t h a t  l i n e  i n  t h e  p a l e  
o f  her  communion.  Imi ta te  not  th i s  impious  a s sump- 
t i on .  And  wh i l e  you  avo i d  t h i s  h i g h e s t  o f  a l l  p re - 
t e n s i on s ,  o f  d e t e r m in i ng  who  s h a l l  o r  s h a l l  no t  b e  
admit ted to the k ingdom of  heaven,  guard aga ins t  the  
le s ser  mischie f s  o f  controver sy ;  I  mean that  b i t ter nes s  
of  spir i t  and exclus iveness  of  fee l ing which we are but  
too apt  to cher i sh towards  those who in les ser  matter s  
d i f f e r  f rom u s .  Char i t y  i s  a s  much  a  pa r t  o f  t r u th  a s  
d o c t r i n e .  N o  m a n  b e l i e ve s  t h e  B i b l e  w h o  r e j e c t s  
cha r i ty.  The  want  o f  cha r i ty  i s  a s  t r u ly  a  he re sy  a s  a  
disbel ief  in the divinity of Chr is t .  The want of char i ty  
will as cer tainly exclude a man from heaven, as the want  
o f  f a i th .  ‘Now abide f a i th ,  hope,  char i ty,  these  three ;  
bu t  the  g re a t e s t  o f  the s e  i s  cha r i t y.’ Wi th  one  hand ,  
l ay  ho ld  o f  f a i th ;  wi th  the  other,  l ay  ho ld  o f  char i ty ;  
then and then only, may you cherish hope.

And now, Young Men,  le t  me endeavour a t  any ra te,  
to impress upon you the inf initely, eternal ly, and there- 
fore  inconce ivably,  momentous  na ture  o f  tha t  sub jec t  
about which al l  these controver s ies are car r ied on. Oh,  
what interests  and what issues,  beyond the compass and  
the  power  o f  any mind,  but  tha t  which i s  In f in i te,  to 
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g ra sp,  a re  comprehended in  that  word,  Rel ig ion!  Sc i- 
ence, ar t, l iterature, politics, law, medicine, all apper tain  
to  t ime,  to  ear th ,  to  the  body;  but  re l ig ion re la te s  to  
the soul ,  to heaven, to eter nity.  What are a l l  the ques- 
t ions which have been asked, the par ties that have been  
for med, the controver s ies  which have been car r ied on,  
in re ference to the for mer of  these c la s ses  of  subject s ,  
but  mat te r s  o f  momentar y  in tere s t  and t r i f l e s  l ight  a s  
a i r,  compared with the la t ter?  Of what impor tance are  
all the questions, the sects, the par ties, the controversies,  
of an ear thly nature, to ‘ the congregation of the dead’,  
to  the  inhab i t an t s  o f  the  unseen wor ld ,  to  the  sp i r i t s  
of just men made perfect, or to the lost souls in pr ison?  
What  wi l l  they a l l  be  to  you a  few year s  hence?  what  
may they be to you next  week?  But  the g rea t  contro- 
ve r sy  about  re l i g ion  ha s  in  a l l  th ree  wor ld s ,  heaven ,  
ear th,  and hel l ,  an interes t  that  wi l l  cont inue through  
a l l  e te r n i ty.  Thi s  i s  a  cont rover sy  in  which you,  each  
one of  you,  are  per sona l ly  interes ted.  I t  involves  your  
eternal destiny, and wil l  be a matter of inf inite moment  
t o  you  m i l l i on s  and  m i l l i on s  o f  a g e s  h ence.  Su re l y,  
su re ly,  th i s  cons ide ra t ion ,  i f  any th ing  can  do  i t ,  wi l l  
throw over your mind an air of deep and solemn ser ious- 
ness .  The levi ty and fr ivol i ty you car r y to other ques- 
t ions;  the carelessness  and hal f-hear tedness  with which  
you regard other  controver s ie s ,  must  be checked here.  
Yo u  mu s t  a s k  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  ‘ W h a t  i s  t r u t h ? ’ w i t h  
a mind looking up into heaven, down into the bottomless  
pi t ,  and abroad upon eter ni ty.  And with a recol lect ion  
that, var ious as are the answers to that question returned  
from those around you, your torment or your happiness  
for ever and ever wil l  be inf luenced by the answer to it  
on which you decide.  Oh, i f  you would but enter thus 
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ser ious ly,  anxious ly,  and prayer fu l ly,  in to  the  sub jec t ,  
there  would  be  l i t t l e  danger  o f  your  go ing  wrong on  
this momentous topic.

S t i l l  yo u  mu s t  e x p e c t ,  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  a l l  yo u r  
solicitude, to be the subject of some perplexity, as long  
a s  you  a re  an  inhab i t an t  o f  th i s  wor ld .  Be  thank fu l ,  
however,  that  what i s  es sent ia l  to sa lvat ion i s  so pla in,  
tha t  he  tha t  r uns  may read .  Repent ,  be l i eve,  love,  be  
h o l y :  I s  t h e r e  a ny  my s t e r y  h e r e ?  H ow  m a ny  s e c t s  
ag ree in th i s !  Of how many creeds  th i s  i s  the es sence!  
How much  o f  t h e  s t r i f e  o f  con t rove r s y  l i e s  ou t s i d e  
o f  t h i s  c i r c l e !  H ow  m a ny  m i n o r  t r u t h s  a  m a n  m ay  
not bel ieve,  and yet  be saved,  i f  he bel ieve these g reat  
f undamen t a l s .  How many  l e s s e r  e r ro r s  h e  may  h ave  
unhappi ly embraced, and yet not be lost ,  i f  he i s  in no  
e r ro r  he re !  He  tha t  keep s  h i s  eye  upon the  po le- s t a r  
and the greater constellations, will steer his vessel safely,  
though he may not  be  in t imate ly  acqua inted wi th the  
s t a r s  o f  l e s se r  magni tude  and  br i l l i ancy.  To adopt ,  in  
conc lu s ion ,  the  d i rec t ions  and words  o f  Saur in :  ‘Buy  
the  t r u th ,  which requi re s  the  s ac r i f i ce  o f  d i s s ipa t ion ,  
of indolence, of precipitancy, of prejudice, of obstinacy,  
o f  cur io s i ty,  o f  the  pa s s ions .  We compr i se  the  mat te r  
in seven precepts:

‘Be attentive.
‘Do not be discouraged by labour.
‘Suspend your judgement.
‘Let prejudice yield to reason.
‘Be teachable.
‘Restrain your avidity of knowledge.
‘In order to edify your mind, subdue your heart.’
B u t  s h a l l  we  a lway s  l i ve  i n  s h a d e s  a n d  g ro p e  i n  

d a r k n e s s ?  Wi l l  t h e r e  a lway s  b e  a  ve i l  b e t we e n  t h e 
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p o rc h  a n d  t h e  s a n c t u a r y ?  Wi l l  G o d  a lway s  l e a d  u s  
b e tween  ch a sm s  a nd  gu l f s ?  Sh a l l  we  f o r  eve r  dwe l l  
nea r  the  ba t t l e - f i e ld  o f  re l i g ious  cont rover sy,  and  be  
within sound of  i t s  ar t i l ler y and the range of  i t s  shot?  
Shal l  we always hear the confused noise of i t s  war r ior s,  
and the cry of defeat ,  mingl ing with the shouts of vic- 
tor y?  Sha l l  we a lways  have  to  s t r ugg le  wi th  a rgument  
f rom wi thou t ,  and  w i th  doub t  and  su spen se  w i th in ?  
O,  n o !  P re s e n t l y  t h i s  n i g h t  o f  o u r  i g n o r a n c e ,  t h i s  
dark night, will end, and we shall enter into that blessed  
wor ld  where  there  i s  no need of  the  sun,  because  the  
Lamb i s  the l ight  thereof .  In heaven we shal l  know al l  
t h i ng s  by  b l e s s ed  i n tu i t i on .  We  sh a l l  repo s e  a round  
t h e  f oun t a i n  o f  c e l e s t i a l  r a d i ance,  whe re  t h e  s ound  
o f  cont rover sy  wi l l  be  a s  unheard  a s  the  d in  o f  a r ms .  
In heaven,  we shal l  under s tand a l l  myster ies  in nature,  
p rov idence,  g r ace,  and  g lo r y.  A l l  d i f f i cu l t i e s  w i l l  be  
so lved.  Al l  ob jec t ions  wi l l  be  s i l enced.  How wi l l  th i s  
pe r f ec t  l i gh t  f i l l  u s  wi th  pe r f ec t  joy !  How de l igh t fu l  
wi l l  i t  be to dr ink knowledge for  ever  f rom i t s  d iv ine  
s ou rc e,  w i t h  t h e  a s s u r anc e  t h a t  i t  i s  pu re  f rom any  
admix ture  o f  e r ro r !  How bl i s s fu l  thu s  to  spend  e te r - 
n i t y !  ‘Th i s  i s  the  reve l a t ion  o f  God to  u s ,  and  the re  
i s  not  in  re l ig ion a  more  joy fu l  and  t r iumphant  con- 
s idera t ion than th i s  per petua l  prog res s  which the soul  
makes in the perfection of its nature, without ever ar r iv- 
ing at an ult imate per iod. Here truth has the advantage  
o f  f ab l e.  No f i c t ion ,  howeve r  bo ld ,  p re s en t s  to  u s  a  
concept ion so  e leva t ing  and a s toni sh ing a s  th i s  in ter- 
minable l ine of  heavenly excel lence.  To look upon the  
g lor i f ied spir i t ,  a s  going on f rom strength to s t rength;  
adding vir tue to vir tue,  and knowledge to knowledge;  
making  approaches  to  goodnes s  which i s  in f in i te ;  fo r 
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eve r  a d o r n i n g  t h e  h e ave n s  w i t h  n ew  b e a u t i e s ,  a n d  
br ightening in the sp lendour s  of  mora l  g lor y,  through  
a l l  the  age s  o f  e te r n i ty,  ha s  someth ing  in  i t  so  t r an s- 
cendent and ineff able, as to sat is fy the most unbounded  
a m b i t i o n  o f  a n  i m m o r t a l  m i n d .’ Yo u n g  m e n ,  h ave  
you  th i s  amb i t i on ?  I f  no t ,  t ake  i t  up  f rom th i s  mo- 
ment ;  i t  i s  the  noble s t  which God can insp i re,  or  the  
human bosom receive.
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CHAPTER 6

THE CHARACTER OF JOSEPH

How c a n  I  d o  t h i s  g r e a t  w i c k e dn e s s  a n d  s i n  a g a i n s t  
God? genesis 39:9

The Bible,  v iewed apar t  f rom i t s  h ighe s t  cha rac te r  
as a revelation of divine, eternal, and immutable truth,  

and  f rom i t s  d e s i gn  a s  i n t ended  t o  make  men  ‘w i s e  
unto  s a lva t ion ’ ,  i s  the  mos t  in s t r uc t ive,  en te r t a in ing ,  
and interesting volume in the world, uniting, as it does,  
ever y species  of  wr i t ing,  ever y var ie ty  of  subject ,  and  
every s tyle of composit ion. Hence the test imony of Sir  
Wi l l i am  Jone s ,  a  man  who,  by  t h e  exe r t i on  o f  r a re  
inte l lectual  ta lents ,  acquired a knowledge of  languages  
and  l i t e r a tu re  wh i ch  ha s  s e l dom been  equa l l ed ,  and  
s c a r c e l y,  i f  e ve r ,  s u r p a s s e d .  ‘ I  h ave  c a r e f u l l y  a n d  
regular ly  perused the Scr iptures ’ ,  s ays  th i s  t r u ly  g rea t  
man, ‘and am of opinion that this  volume, independent  
o f  i t s  d iv ine  o r i g in ,  con t a in s  more  sub l im i t y,  pu re r  
mo r a l i t y,  mo re  impo r t a n t  h i s t o r y,  a nd  f i n e r  s t r a i n s  
of eloquence, than can be collected from all other books,  
i n  wha t eve r  l a ngu age  t h ey  may  h ave  b e en  wr i t t en .’  
Such a testimony, borne by a scholar who was intimately  
acquainted with twenty-e ight  d i f ferent  l anguages ,  and  
with the best  works which had been publ i shed in most 
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of them, deserves attention, and must car ry weight with  
eve r y  con s i de r a t e  m ind .  The  p age  o f  Ho ly  Wr i t  on  
wh ich  we  open  in  th i s  chap t e r  j u s t i f i e s  t h i s  eu logy :  
for where is  the judge of l i terary composit ion who wil l  
not  pronounce the h i s tor y  o f  Joseph to be one of  the  
most exquisitely pathetic narratives ever written?

B e f o re  I  p ro c e e d  t o  e n t e r  u p o n  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  
Jo seph ,  I  wi l l  po in t  out  what ,  be s ide s  the  exh ib i t ion  
of  a  splendid example of  human excel lence,  appear s  to  
me to  be  the  de s ign  o f  God in  p re se r v ing  h i s  deep ly  
i n t e re s t i ng  and  even t f u l  h i s t o r y.  Th i s  n a r r a t ive  i s  a  
rep re s en t a t i on  o f  P rov idence  i n  m in i a tu re.  He re  we  
see God working out hi s  wise and benevolent  schemes  
by  means  and  in s t r ument s  the  mos t  va r i ed ,  the  mos t  
un l ike l y,  and  s eeming ly  the  mos t  oppos i t e ;  and  by  a  
ser ies of events, which as they ar ise singly and separately,  
appear  to f avour the des igns of  the bad and to oppress  
the  good,  but  which are  a l l  made to  te r minate  in  the  
t r i umph  o f  v i r tue  and  p i e t y.  Here,  on  a  sma l l  s c a l e,  
we see a wonderful and complicated mechanism, nume- 
rous wheels moving in opposite directions, but al l  made  
to  sub s e r ve  one  w i s e  and  ho ly  pu r po se,  and  thu s  to  
fu r n i sh  an  h i s to r i ca l  and  beaut i fu l  i l lu s t r a t ion  o f  the  
declarat ion, that  ‘Al l  things work together for good to  
them tha t  l ove  God ’ .  In  many  pa r t s  o f  Sc r ip tu re  we  
hea r  Prov idence  speak ing ,  bu t  he re  we  see  i t  a c t ing ;  
and making evil ,  without alter ing its nature or excusing  
i t s  agen t s ,  sub se r ve  the  good  man .  Here  we  s ee  tha t  
though t ruth and hol ines s  for  a  whi le  may be t rodden  
down by the i ron heel s  of  f a l sehood,  v ice,  and power,  
they shal l  at  length l i f t  up their  heads with joy, and be  
crowned with glory and honour.

But we now take up the other purpose of this beauti-
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fu l  n a r r a t ive,  and  tha t  i s ,  t o  exh ib i t ,  f o r  admi r a t ion  
and imitation, an extraordinary pattern of human excel- 
lence. Much of the Bible i s  histor ical  and biog raphical .  
I t  i s  a  ga l ler y of  por tra i t s ,  both of  good and bad men;  
some mere ly  ske tched  in  ou t l ine ;  some showing  pa r t  
of  the f igure only,  and some drawn at  ful l  length. This  
makes the Scr iptures at once interesting and instructive.  
We see s in in l iv ing shapes ,  depraved,  leprous,  beas t ly,  
d i abo l i ca l ,  and  l ea r n  to  ha te  i t .  We see  ho l ine s s ,  f a i r  
and beaut i fu l ,  though by no means  per fect ly  ange l ica l  
and heaven ly,  and we a re  by  such example s  t aught  to  
l ove  i t ,  and  he lped  to  a cqu i re  i t .  Le t  u s ,  t hen ,  now  
c o n t e m p l a t e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  Jo s e p h .  I t  i s  n o t  my  
intention, for i t  i s  not in my power, in a s ingle chapter  
to enter very much at length into details of his touching  
h i s t o r y.  I  mu s t  t a ke  f o r  g r a n t e d  you r  a c qu a i n t a n c e  
with them, and can do nothing more than g ive you so  
much of the nar rat ive as  shal l  help you in s tudying his  
character.

And,  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  l e t  u s  look a t  Jo seph in  tha t  s i tua- 
t ion where the germ of al l  his  future excel lences began  
to  deve lop,  h i s  f a ther ’s  t en t .  There,  were  l a id ,  in  h i s  
f i l ial piety and his true relig ion, the foundations of that  
noble and lofty character which all nations and ages have  
delighted to contemplate. It is  unquestionably true, and  
should ever be borne in mind by parents  and chi ldren,  
that the rudiments of character are formed in early l i fe,  
and a t  home,  and then and there  those  seeds  o f  good  
or evil are sown which bear in future year s their appro- 
pr ia te  f r u i t s .  He was  the f avour i te  chi ld  of  h i s  f a ther,  
who in a  manner most  in judic ious in i t se l f ,  most  dan- 
g e ro u s  t o  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  h i s  p r e f e r e n c e ,  a n d  m o s t  
destructive of his  own peace, displayed his par t ia l i ty by 
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‘the coat of many colour s’ ,  and other marks of parental  
d i s t i n c t i on .  Th i s  p a r t i a l i t y,  t hough  unw i s e l y  man i - 
f e s t ed ,  wa s  g rounded  i n  p a r t  on  Jo s eph ’s  exemp l a r y  
conduct ,  fo r  he  was  a  mos t  dut i fu l  son ,  and one  tha t  
f e a red  God .  A t  t he  s ame  t ime,  howeve r,  he  wa s  t he  
ob j ec t  o f  h a t red  and  envy  to  h i s  b re th ren .  Th i s  wa s  
c au sed  pa r t l y  by  h i s  f a the r ’s  p a r t i a l i t y ;  p a r t l y  by  h i s  
a r t l e s s  s imp l i c i t y,  no t  pe rhap s  un t inc tu red  by  van i t y  
wh ich  had  been  inc rea s ed  by  indu lgence,  and  which  
showed i t se l f  in  re la t ing hi s  dreams;  and par t ly  by the  
in fo r ma t ion  which  he  gave  o f  the  mi s conduc t  o f  h i s  
brother s ;  for  a l l  these  th ings  tended,  doubt le s s ,  to in- 
c rea se  and  exa spera te  the i r  i l l -wi l l .  But  the i r  enmi ty  
was produced chiefly by his good conduct and blameless  
cha r ac t e r.  They  ha t ed  h im becau se  ‘ the i r  own deed s  
we re  ev i l  a nd  t h e i r  b ro the r ’s  r i gh t eou s ’ .  I t  wa s  t h e  
enmity  o f  the  wicked towards  the  good.  He was  the i r  
con s t an t  rep rove r  by  the  s i l en t  rep roach  o f  h i s  ho l y  
example.  I  s ca rce ly  know a  s i tua t ion  more  t r y ing ,  o r  
requir ing more f i r mness ,  humil i ty,  meekness ,  wisdom,  
and  c au t ion ,  t h an  th a t  o f  a  p iou s  and  du t i f u l  ch i l d ,  
l ove d  by  h i s  p a r e n t s  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  h i s  e x c e l l e n c e  
of character, and sur rounded by brother s of an opposite  
de sc r ip t ion ,  I f  any  o f  you  a re  in  tha t  s i tua t ion ,  p r ay  
ear nes t ly  to God to make hi s  g race suf f ic ient  for  you.  
Wi th  the  murderous  consp i r acy  o f  Jo seph ’s  c r ue l  and  
unna tu r a l  b ro th e r s  you  a re  we l l  a c qu a i n t ed .  I  s h a l l  
draw no picture of his cr ies and entreaties, when he was  
se ized by them, and cast  into a pi t  to be lef t  to s tarve;  
but I wil l  for one moment suggest how in that hor r ible  
s i tua t ion  he  mus t  have  been su s t a ined  and comfor ted  
by  the  re l ig ion he  had  lea r n t  a t  home;  and what  e l se  
cou ld  mee t  h i s  c a s e ?  Wha t  a  s i t u a t i on  f o r  one  who 
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had  never  t i l l  now been f rom benea th  the  pro tec t ion  
o f  pa te r na l  ca re  and tender nes s ;  whose  f ace  the  wind  
o f  h e aven  h ad  neve r,  h i t h e r t o,  v i s i t e d  t oo  rough l y ;  
who se  s p i r i t ,  mor t i f i c a t i on  had  neve r  g a l l ed ;  who se  
hear t ,  af f l ict ion had never yet pierced. But his g racious  
God and his  easy conscience were with him there;  and  
in those mournful and desolate circumstances he found  
t h a t  h e  wa s  no t  a l one.  O  re l i g i on !  t hou  d iv i ne  and  
s e r aph i c  compan ion  and  comfo r t e r,  t hou  w i l t  neve r  
leave us,  however for lorn our condit ion or gloomy our  
prospects.

I  a l s o  p a s s  by  t he  s u c ce s s f u l  i n t e rc e s s i on  o f  Jud ah  
for hi s  l i fe,  and the provident ia l  ar r iva l  of  the Arabian  
caravan, and fol low Joseph down into Egypt, to witness  
hi s  conduct in the house of  Pot iphar,  to whom he was  
so ld  a s  a  s l ave.  In s tead  o f  cur s ing  h i s  lo t ,  y ie ld ing  to  
su l l en  de spondency,  and  mak ing  h i s  ma s t e r  ang r y  by  
hopeles s  miser y,  he accommodated himsel f ,  by the a id  
o f  re l i g ion ,  to  h i s  c i rcums t ance s ,  and  app l i ed  a l l  h i s  
f acul t ie s  to ser ve hi s  master,  to secure hi s  conf idence,  
and  conc i l i a t e  h i s  k i ndne s s .  And  he  wa s  s u c ce s s f u l .  
You see how wise i t  i s ,  instead of g iving up al l  for lost  
in unfavourable circumstances, and sinking into absolute  
despair,  to resolve,  by God’s  bles s ing,  to do a l l  we can  
to  improve our  condi t ion.  Lear n,  young men,  to  bear  
up wi th  pa t ience,  for t i tude  and hope,  aga ins t  adver se  
c i rcumstances .  I t  i s  a lways  too soon to despa i r  in  th i s  
wo r l d .  I t  wa s  a n  o l d  G r e e k  p rove r b ,  ‘ We  a s c e n d  
downwards ’ .  And in  Bunyan’s  in imi table  a l l egor y,  the  
‘Val ley of  Humil ia t ion’ lay in the direct  road to exa l t- 
a t i o n .  I f  by  a ny  c a u s e  yo u  a r e  b ro u g h t  i n t o  a  l e s s  
f avourable s i tuat ion than you have been accustomed to  
occupy, go diligently and cheerfully to work, and deter-
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mine,  by God’s  g race,  to make even thi s  bi t ter  exper i- 
en c e  s ub s e r v i en t  t o  you r  f u t u re  we l f a re .  I t  may  b e  
n e c e s s a r y  t o  p rep a re  you  f o r  s ome th i ng  h i ghe r  a nd  
be t t e r.  Neve r  abandon  hope.  The  ma in sp r ing  o f  ex- 
ertion is broken when this is gone.

Jo s eph ’s  c onduc t  i n  t h e  hou s e  o f  Po t i ph a r  wa s  s o  
exemplar y for di l igence and f idel i ty,  that  i t  drew upon  
him, f ir st of all, the favour of God, and next, the esteem  
o f  man ,  f o r  h e  wa s  s oon  a d van c ed  t o  a  h i g h  p l a c e  
of  trust  and honour in the establ i shment of  his  master.  
The reason of Potiphar’s  conduct in thus promoting his  
Hebrew s lave i s  g iven by the histor ian in the fol lowing  
words :  ‘He  s aw tha t  the  Lord  was  wi th  h im,  and  the  
Lo rd  made  a l l  t h a t  h e  d i d  t o  p ro s p e r  i n  h i s  h and ’ .  
Here is one of the ten thousand instances which cor rob- 
orate  the dec lara t ion of  the apost le,  that  ‘Godl ines s  i s  
prof i table for a l l  things ,  having the promise of  the l i fe  
that  now i s ,  and of  that  which i s  to come’.  True piety  
i s  the  parent  o f  ever y v i r tue which i s  e i ther  use fu l  to  
m a n  o r  p l e a s i n g  t o  G o d ;  a n d  w h e n  c o n f i r m e d  a n d  
i l lustrated by a f aithful l i fe, i s  the best recommendation  
a youth can offer to one whose conf idence he wishes to  
secure.  Few men are  so  bl ind to  the i r  own intere s t  a s  
not  to  know the  va lue  and to  apprec i a te  the  se r v ice s  
of  an able di l igent and f a i thful  servant,  and rarely does  
i t  happen that  such a servant ,  where there i s  room for  
i t ,  i s  not  promoted.  Depend upon i t ,  there  i s  a  buoy- 
ancy in ta lent and vir tue which wil l  make them r ise to  
t h e  s u r f a c e .  ‘ S e e s t  t h o u ,’ s a y s  S o l o m o n ,  ‘ a  m a n  
d i l i gen t  in  bu s ine s s ,  he  sha l l  s t and  be fo re  k ing s .’ ‘ I ,’  
s a id  Ben jamin  Frank l in ,  ‘ can  a t te s t  the  t r u th  o f  tha t ,  
fo r  I  have  t r ansac ted  wi th  f ive  monarchs  in  my t ime.’  
It was as a servant that Franklin commenced his wonder-
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ful career, and by the f idelity and diligence he displayed  
in  tha t  capac i ty,  he  l a id  the  foundat ions  o f  h i s  fu ture  
f ame. Innumerable ins tances  have occur red of  eminent  
and excellent servants becoming par tners and propr ietors  
o f  the  e s t ab l i shment s  i n  wh ich  they  once  a c t ed  in  a  
very subordinate capacity.

I n  t h e  c h a p t e r  e n t i t l e d  ‘ E n t r a n c e  u p o n  L i f e ’ ,  I  
reminded you tha t  s incere,  hear t fe l t  and ver y  dec ided  
piety i s  necessar y to prepare for those sudden, violent ,  
and unexpected temptations which often beset the young  
t r ave l l e r  on  l i f e ’s  event fu l  jour ney ;  e spec i a l l y  in  c i r - 
cumstances  o f  promot ion and prosper i ty.  Jo seph soon  
exper ienced the truth of this. He was, we are informed,  
a  young man of  such per sonal  appearance as  was l ikely  
to  a t t r ac t  the  a t t en t ion  and exc i te  the  pa s s ions  o f  an  
unpr incipled and f lag i t ious woman. Beauty i s  the pro- 
duct ion of  God,  and,  a s  one of  hi s  g i f t s ,  i s ,  l ike ever y  
other, to be considered good in itself , and to be received  
with thankfulness :  but  how often does i t  prove a snare  
t o  i t s  po s s e s s o r,  and  a  t emp t a t i on  t o  o the r s !  I t  h ad  
near ly  proved more f a ta l  to Joseph than even the envy  
o f  h i s  b ro the r s .  Th i s  l a s t  t h re a t ened  on l y  h i s  body,  
bu t  t h a t  end ange red  h i s  s ou l .  H i s  v i r t u e  wa s  vehe - 
ment ly  and  pe r seve r ing ly  a s s a i l ed .  Ever y  th ing  com- 
b ined  to  g ive  a l l  bu t  i r re s i s t ib l e  fo rce  to  the  a s s au l t .  
I t s  n a t u re ,  s o  a d ap t ed  t o  t h e  p a s s i on s  o f  you th :  i t s  
source,  a  per son who by her  f avour could a id hi s  pro- 
mo t i on ,  o r  by  h e r  ma l i gn i t y,  wh i ch  wa s  s u re  t o  b e  
roused by disappointment and resentment, could ensure  
his ruin: i ts  secrecy, which would cover the cr ime from  
every spectator,  but that  One who is  the witness  of  a l l  
d e ed s :  i t s  r e p e t i t i on ,  c a r r i e d  f o rwa rd  f rom  t ime  t o  
t ime: i ts  violence, as i f  she would car ry her purpose by 
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a s s au l t ,  a l l  rende red  i t  eve r y  t h i ng  bu t  c e r t a i n  t h a t  
Jo seph ’s  in t eg r i t y  mus t  y i e ld .  Who doe s  no t  t remble  
for  h im? Who would not  t remble  more for  h imse l f  in  
such  a  ca se ?  Hi s  de s t iny  i s  su spended upon the  man- 
ne r  in  wh ich  he  mee t s  tha t  f i e rce  a s s au l t .  I f  he  f a l l ,  
he wil l  in a l l  probabi l i ty never r i se.  But i f  he stand, he  
wi l l  in a l l  probabi l i ty never f a l l .  I f  he res i s t ,  he i s  sa fe  
for ever af ter.  I f  he consent,  one cr iminal  act  wil l  lead  
to  another,  t i l l  he  becomes  an  abandoned  pro f l i g a te.  
A f ir st wrong step wil l  render al l  wrong afterwards, and  
b e  a n  en t r a n c e  on  t h e  ro ad  t o  r u i n .  Ye s ,  t h e re  a re  
c a se s  in  mos t  men’s  mora l  h i s to r y,  when the i r  who le  
c h a r a c t e r  a n d  d e s t i ny  d e p e n d  u p o n  t h e i r  d e c i s i o n  
r e g a r d i n g  o n e  s i n g l e  a c t .  J o s e p h  wa s  v i c t o r i o u s .  
Wo n d e r f u l !  H ow  wa s  t h i s  t r i u m p h  o f  v i r t u e  ove r  
v i c e,  o f  you th fu l  i nnocence  ove r  a l l  bu t  i r re s i s t i b l e  
temptation, achieved? Fir st ,  by a deep sense of honour.  
He repl ied to the seductress ,  ‘There i s  none g reater  in  
t h i s  hou se  th an  I ;  ne i the r  h a th  he  (my  ma s t e r )  kep t  
any thing from me but thee, because thou ar t his wife’ .  
Shal l  I  thus abuse his  conf idence and requite his  kind- 
ne s s ?  Nobl e  you th !  A l l  g ene r a t i on s  s i n ce  h ave  done  
thee honour! But whence this delicate sense of honour?  
F ro m  i n f i d e l i t y ?  N o,  f o r  D av i d  H u m e  t a u g h t  t h a t  
adu l t e r y  wa s  bu t  a  l i t t l e  t h ing  i f  known,  and  i f  un- 
known,  noth ing .  In f ide l i ty !  Where  i s  the  in f ide l  who  
would not have laughed at the squeamishness of a con- 
science which would have hesitated, in such a s i tuation  
a s  t h i s ?  N o :  i t  w a s  r e l i g i o n  t h a t  m a d e  J o s e p h  
v i r tuous  in  h imse l f  and honourable  to  h i s  mas ter ;  for  
he immediately added, How shal l  I  do this  g reat  wick- 
edness and sin against God? Yes, that was his safeguard.  
Al l  guards  but  one were absent ,  and that  One,  though 
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invis ible to sense,  now stood revealed to the eye of his  
f aith in this the most per ilous hour of his existence, and  
threw over him the shield of omnipotence, which averted  
the shaf t s  of  the tempter,  preserved his  chas t i ty unsul- 
l ied,  and inspired deep abhor rence of  the s in to which  
he was  so per i lous ly  exposed.  Yes ,  i t  was  h i s  re l ig ion,  
h i s  rea l i s ing sense  of  the Divine presence,  that  in  th i s  
cr i s i s  of  hi s  hi s tor y deter mined the pur pose that  saved  
h im f rom r u in .  He  ac t ed  unde r  the  po ten t  and  p ro- 
tect ing inf luence of the considerat ion, Thou God seest  
me:  and endured a s  see ing h im who i s  inv i s ible.  How  
solemn a reflection,

Within thy circling power I stand, 
On every side I find thy hand; 
Awake, asleep, at home, abroad, 
I am surrounded still with God. 
O may these thoughts possess my breast, 
Where’er I roam, where’er I rest, 
Nor let my weaker passions dare 
Consent to sin, for God is there.

Young Men away f rom home,  removed f rom beneath  
the vig ilant eye of parental super intendence, and exposed  
to  tempta t ions  o f  th i s  o r  any  o ther  k ind ,  look a t  the  
power which preserved Joseph, and which can also pre- 
s e r ve  you .  See  where  your  s t reng th ,  your  s a f e ty,  and  
your happiness  l ie.  There are temptat ions so s trong, so  
v io lent ,  so  f a sc inat ing to our  cor rupt  natures ,  that  a l l  
o ther  re s t r a in t s  but  those  o f  t r ue  p ie ty  wi l l  be  swept  
away be fore  them,  l ike  cobwebs  or  cha f f  by  the  force  
o f  a  t empes t .  I t  i s  beau t i fu l l y  s a id  o f  the  good  man ,  
‘The l aw of  h i s  God i s  in  h i s  hear t ;  none of  h i s  s teps  
shal l  s l ide’ .  Seek this  suppor t guidance and protect ion,  
and you wil l  be safe and happy in danger s  as  imminent 
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as those which hung over this holy and honourable man.  
Voluptuous  and pro f l iga te  youth ,  vota r y  o f  l i cent ious  
p l e a s u r e s ,  t h o u  t h a t  d e r i d e s t  t h e  p r u d i s h  s c r u p l e s  
o f  Jo s e ph ,  p l a c e  t hy s e l f  i n  imag i n a t i on  on  t h e  b ed  
o f  dea th ,  a t  the  judgement  s e a t ,  on  the  b r ink  o f  the  
f a thomle s s  aby s s  o f  pun i shment .  Through  the  f l ames  
of the bottomless pit, seek those persons of whose cr imes  
thou hast been the witness, the accomplice, perhaps the  
au thor.  Beho ld  the  p lea sure s  o f  a  moment  succeeded  
by the suf fer ings  of  e ter ni ty.  Or look up into heaven,  
where  the  pre sent  mor t i f i ca t ion o f  s in  i s  fo l lowed by  
ever la s t ing ages  of  hol ines s  without  e f for t ,  and happi- 
ness  without a l loy,  and say,  which thou wi l t  then wish  
thou hadst chosen on ear th, the love of s inful pleasure,  
or the love of the holy God.

There  i s  another  l e s son o f  momentous  consequence  
fo r  the  young ,  and  indeed  fo r  a l l ,  to  l e a r n  f rom the  
c onduc t  o f  Jo s e ph  i n  t h i s  a s s a u l t ;  a nd  t h a t  i s ,  t h a t  
whi le  some tempta t ions  a re  bo ld ly  to  be  encountered  
and  re so lu te ly  overcome,  the re  a re  o ther s  on ly  to  be  
conquered by f l ight, and to be disarmed by removing to  
a  di s tance.  Joseph f led f rom the company and sol ic i ta- 
t ion s  o f  th i s  shame le s s  woman .  He  tha t  c a r r i e s  gun- 
powder  about  h im shou ld  no t  s t ay  and  endeavour  to  
protect  h imse l f  f rom the f i re,  but  should ins tant ly  get  
a s  f ar  f rom i t  a s  he can.  So should i t  be in many cases  
of  temptat ion;  to par ley i s  to be in danger,  to l i s ten i s  
to  be  in  j eopardy,  to  l inger  i s  to  f a l l .  He tha t  en te r s  
w i th  h i s  eye s  open  in to  t empta t ion ,  o r  rema in s  in  i t  
voluntar ily, is already vanquished.

As Pot iphar ’s  wi fe  could not  cor rupt  Joseph’s  v i r tue,  
she  de te r mined  to  b l a s t  h i s  repu ta t ion  and  e f f ec t  h i s  
r u in,  and brought  forward the memor ia l  o f  her  shame 
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as the proof of his guil t .  Appearances were unquestion- 
ably against  him, and show how even the most spot less  
pur ity may sometimes be slandered amidst circumstances  
ca lcu la ted to  exc i te  susp ic ion,  and may for  awhi le  l i e  
u n d e r  t h e  i m p u t a t i o n  o f  c r i m e .  ‘ A n d  h e r e  a g a i n ,’  
s ays  an author,  ‘we have a  f re sh ins tance of  h i s  g rea t- 
nes s  o f  mind.  He choose s  r a ther  to  incur  h i s  mas te r ’s  
g round le s s  d i sp l ea su re,  and  to  s ink  under  the  we igh t  
of a f a l se accusat ion, than to vindicate his  own honour  
by expos ing the shame of  a  bad woman;  and he leaves  
the  c lea r ing up o f  h i s  charac ter,  and the  pre ser va t ion  
o f  h i s  l i f e,  to  tha t  God wi th  whom he  had  en t r u s ted  
s t i l l  h igher  concer ns ,  those of  h i s  immor ta l  soul .  And  
t h u s  t h e  l e a s t  a s s u m i n g ,  t h e  s h a m e f a c e d ,  f e m i n i n e  
v i r tues ,  temperance,  and chas t i ty,  and innocence,  and  
se l f-gover nment ,  are  found in company with the most  
manly,  the heroic  qua l i t ie s ,  intrepidi ty,  constancy,  and  
con tempt  o f  dea th .’ Th i s  i s  ve r y  f ine ly  pu t ,  bu t  i t  i s  
not quite cer tain that the si lence of the histor ian proves  
a l so  Jo s eph ’s  s i l ence  in  de f ence  o f  h imse l f ;  no r  i s  i t  
qui te  c lear  that  e i ther  chiva l r y or  t rus t  in God should  
have made him wil l ing to bow down to such an accusa- 
t ion.  Perhaps ,  however,  he saw that  a s  he could br ing  
no witnesses, and that the matter rested wholly between  
h imse l f  and  h i s  t empte r,  i t  wa s  u s e l e s s  to  revea l  the  
f ac t s ,  and  be t te r  to  l eave  h i s  v ind ica t ion  to  the  Pro- 
vidence of  God, who would br ing for th his  r ighteous- 
ness as the light, and his judgement as the noon-day.

Joseph was impr i soned,  but he was inf ini te ly happier  
there, with his smiling conscience, than was his slanderer  
amid s t  a l l  the  luxur ie s  o f  he r  mans ion ,  to r mented  a s  
she  mus t  have  been by  her  own re f l ec t ions .  No p lace  
i s  f r i gh t fu l  to  a  good  man but  the  dungeon o f  an  i l l 
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consc ience.  Free  f rom that ,  Joseph i s  a t  l a rge,  though  
in  pr i son .  Nor  can  any  p l ace  be  p lea s an t  to  one  tor- 
mented with remor se;  that  wi l l  conver t  a  paradise into  
he l l .  Here  aga in  in  th i s  seemingly  hard condi t ion,  we  
see Joseph mainta ining hi s  se l f-respect ,  hi s  conf idence  
in God, his benevolent activity, his oblig ing disposition,  
and his general good conduct. By this cour se of action,  
he subdued even his jailor, and conciliated the fr iendship  
and  a f f ec t ion  o f  one  who may be  supposed ,  f rom h i s  
occupat ion,  not  to have pos ses sed the gent le s t  nature.  
He made fr iends everywhere, and of everybody, but her  
who s e  f avou r s  wou l d  h ave  b e en  h i s  r u i n .  Th i s  wa s  
accomplished by the union of piety,  general  excel lence  
of character a cheerful disposition, and oblig ing demean- 
our.  The same cour se  wi l l  be  fo l lowed in  o ther  ca se s  
with the same effect.

Whi l e  su f f e r ing  un ju s t l y  in  p r i son ,  the  in sp i r a t ion  
o f  God  c ame  upon  h im in  the  i n t e r p re t a t i on  o f  t he  
dreams of  two of  Pharaoh’s  of f icer s ,  and thi s  a f ter  two  
weary year s of ung rateful and cr iminal forgetfulness on  
the  par t  o f  one o f  them,  led  to  h i s  l ibera t ion.  But  in  
t h i s  i ng r a t i t ude  o f  t he  ch i e f  bu t l e r  we  s e e  t he  P ro- 
vidence of  God, for  had he spoken ear l ier  of  the poor  
capt ive whom he ought to have remembered,  the king  
m i g h t  h ave  g i ve n  Jo s e p h  h i s  l i b e r t y ;  bu t  p ro b a b l y  
none  o f  the  even t s  wh ich  fo l l owed  wou ld  then  have  
taken place, and to have been numbered among the wise  
men of  the land,  might  have been the g reates t  honour  
to  which he  a t t a ined .  How consp icuous ly  Providence  
appea r s  i n  a l l  t h e s e  i n c i den t s !  The  envy  o f  Jo s eph ’s  
b re th ren ;  the  l a s c iv iou sne s s  o f  h i s  mi s t re s s ;  the  mi s - 
conduc t  and  d reams  o f  h i s  f e l l ow-pr i sone r s ;  and  the  
ing ra t i tude of  one of  them; a l l  bad in  themse lves ,  yet 
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all meeting, strange to think, in one point, the elevation  
o f  Jo s e p h  t o  b e  t h e  s e c o n d  p e r s o n  i n  a l l  t h e  l a n d  
of Egypt,  infer ior to the king alone. Remove one l ink,  
and the chain i s  broken.  God i s  wonderfu l  in counse l ,  
and excellent in working.

The dreams  o f  Pharaoh,  and the i r  in te r pre ta t ion  by  
Joseph,  under inspira t ion by God,  made way,  not  only  
for his liberation, but for his advancement to the highest  
d igni ty  which the  monarch could  bes tow,  next  to  the  
c rown .  I n s t e ad  o f  t h e  f e t t e r s  wh i ch  bound  h im ,  h e  
receives  Pharaoh’s  r ing of  of f ice.  Ins tead of  hi s  pr i son  
clothes, he was dressed in the f ine l inen of Egypt, worn  
on l y  by  t h e  g re a t .  I n s t e ad  o f  t h e  con f i n emen t  o f  a  
p r i s on ,  h e  dwe l l s  i n  a  p a l a c e .  I n s t e a d  o f  b e i ng  t h e  
s e r van t  o f  a  j a i lo r,  he  i s  f i r s t  min i s t e r  o f  a  monarch ,  
never  appear ing in  publ ic  but  to  be  seen in  a  char io t  
of state preceded by a herald, calling upon the people to  
bow  the  knee.  A  ch ange  s o  s udden ;  a  t r a n s i t i on  s o  
g re a t ;  a n  e l eva t i on  s o  l o f t y ;  u su a l l y  i n t ox i c a t e s  t h e  
mind ,  co r r up t s  the  hea r t ,  and  mar s  the  cha r ac t e r.  I t  
h a d  n o t  t h i s  e f f e c t  u p o n  o u r  t r u e  h e ro .  J o s e p h ’s  
dignity, his  courage, his  humil i ty,  his  c lemency, on this  
t r y ing  occ a s i on ,  we re  a s ton i sh ing ,  and  a re  a l l  t o  be  
t r a ced  up  to  h i s  p i e ty,  wh ich  d i c t a t ed  and  p roduced  
t hem,  and  c au s ed  h im to  ma in t a in ,  when  the  p r ime  
minister of s tate,  the same f idel i ty and prudence which  
he exhibited in the house of Potiphar and in the pr ison.  
H i s  ho l y  ex c e l l en c e s ,  a s  t h e  c i rc l e  o f  h i s  i n f l u ence  
widened ,  inc rea sed  the i r  power,  and  mul t ip l i ed  the i r  
effects, till they pervaded the greater sphere as completely  
as they had done the less .  Potiphar’s  base and f lag it ious  
wife, his tempter and calumniator ; the ungrateful butler ;  
hi s  own wicked and murderous brethren;  were a l l  now 
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at his  mercy; he had an arm long enough to reach, and  
s t rong enough to crush,  them a l l ;  but  with generos i ty  
untinctured by a single par ticle of malice or resentment,  
he  de te r mined tha t  the  sun o f  h i s  g lor y  shou ld  sh ine  
for th  wi thout  a  spot .  ‘ Jo seph was  but  th i r ty  year s  o ld  
when he became the pr ime minister of Pharaoh; seven- 
teen of which had been spent under the wing of a fond,  
indulgent parent;  and the other thir teen, at that per iod  
when  the  hea r t  i s  mo s t  devo t ed  to  p l e a su re,  he  h ad  
l ingered away in al l  the var iety of human wretchedness,  
bu t  i n  a l l  t h e  d i gn i t y  o f  v i r t u e,  a l l  t h e  s upe r i o r i t y  
o f  wisdom, a l l  the de l ight s ,  pure and subl ime,  of  t r ue  
p i e t y ;  a nd  now,  a t  a n  a g e  when  mo s t  men  a re  on l y  
beg inning to reflect and act as reasonable beings, we see  
him raised, not by accident nor cabal, nor by petulance,  
but by undisputed mer it ,  to a s i tuat ion which one par t  
o f  mankind look up to with des i re,  another  with awe,  
and  a  th i rd  wi th  de spa i r.’ See  h im,  young  men ,  now  
as a minister of Pharaoh, serving his royal master dur ing  
the  yea r s  o f  f amine  and p len ty,  wi th  a  zea l  su r pa s sed  
only by hi s  hones ty.  What  an oppor tuni ty  d id he now  
pos se s s  to  amas s  for  h imse l f ,  by  se l f i shnes s  and pecu- 
lation, incalculable wealth! But his f idelity was as s ignal  
and  i l l u s t r i ou s  a s  h i s  s i t u a t ion .  He  ha s  been  b l amed  
by  some fo r  t ak ing  advan t age  o f  the  f amine,  f i r s t  to  
impover i sh  and then to  ens l ave  the  Egypt i an s .  I  have  
not  t ime to examine th i s  charge a t  any length,  nor  to  
enter minutely into the circumstances of this par t of his  
conduct :  and perhaps  we may not  be  able  to  come to  
any sa t i s f ac tor y  conc lus ion upon i t ,  for  want  o f  more  
information than is contained in the Scr iptural account.  
There are some expositors who are of opinion that there  
was nothing in this  t ransact ion which ref lects  di scredit 
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on Jo seph ’s  cha rac te r.  Tha t  he  had  no se l f i sh  v iew i s  
ev ident ;  and  a s  rega rd s  Pharaoh ,  i t  mus t  be  bor ne  in  
mind, the government of Egypt, before the f amine, was  
d e s p o t i c  a n d  a r b i t r a r y.  I f  t h e re  we re  i n  t h i s  a f f a i r  
nothing but  a  d i sp lay  of  mini s ter ia l  adroi tnes s ,  in  un- 
generous ly  employing hi s  super ior  sk i l l  and addres s  in  
p lanning or  car r y ing out  a  sy s tem of  despot i sm,  le t  i t  
be  v iewed as  a  dark spot  on the d i sc  of  h i s  g lor y :  but  
i t  i s  be l ieved by many that  th i s  was  not  the case.  I t  i s  
s a id ,  in  h i s  de fence,  tha t  i t  i s  c lea r  tha t  a f te r  the  ex- 
pirat ion of  the f amine,  he res tored to the people their  
lands and their l iber ties, upon condition of their paying  
to the king, for the purpose of government, a f i f th par t  
of their produce, which was a kind of corn tax in l ieu,  
i t  shou ld  s eem,  o f  a rb i t r a r y  exac t ion s ,  and  was  a  t ax  
wh i ch  i n  th a t  f e r t i l e  coun t r y  they  cou ld  e a s i l y  p ay.  
That  Joseph was  not  an oppres sor  i s  ev ident  f rom the  
sent iments  of  g rat i tude which the Egyptians expressed,  
‘Thou ha s t  s aved  our  l ive s ’ ;  and  f rom the  venera t ion  
and love with which his memory has ever been cher ished  
among them.  In s tead  o f  ens l av ing  the  peop le,  he  was  
the  f i r s t ,  s ay  h i s  de fender s ,  tha t  in  Egypt  l imi ted  the  
power of the crown, settl ing by a formal ordinance, that  
portion which alone the king could touch.

Before we pass  on,  le t  us  jus t  pause for  a  moment to  
mark the changeful condition of man upon ear th. Com- 
pare,  or rather contras t ,  the s i tuat ion of Joseph now as  
pr ime mini s te r  o f  Egypt ,  and second only  to  Pharaoh  
himsel f ,  with his  condit ion as  f i r s t  the s lave and af ter- 
wa rd s  t h e  p r i s one r  o f  Po t i ph a r.  How soon  may  t h e  
most br i l l iant scene be enveloped in the darkest clouds,  
and the ca lm be succeeded by the s tor m; on the other  
hand, how soon may the dark clouds roll off and exhibit 
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the orb of day in more than previous splendour, and the  
s t o r m  g i ve  way  t o  a  b r i g h t e r  a n d  a  swe e t e r  c a l m .  
Amidst  such vici s s i tudes,  let  us indulge neither a care- 
le s s  and conf ident  secur i ty  in prosper i ty,  nor a  se t t led  
and  g loomy de spondency  in  adve r s i t y ;  bu t  s eek  tha t  
t r ue  p ie ty  and tha t  humble  t r u s t  in  God,  which sha l l  
preserve us in cheerful and tranquil equanimity of mind,  
and  make  u s  f e e l  i ndependen t  i n  one  cond i t i on  and  
hopeful in the other.

We now tur n f rom Joseph as  pr ime minis ter  of  s ta te,  
to  contempla te  h i s  conduc t  a s  a  b ro ther  and  a  son .  I  
do not profess to be able to explain how it came to pass  
that a l l  this  while he made no inquir ies af ter his  f ather  
and brethren. There is  a chasm here which I cannot f i l l  
up.  That  i t  a rose  ne i ther  f rom resentment  nor  a l iena- 
t i o n ,  s e e m s  ev i d e n t  f ro m  h i s  s u b s e q u e n t  c o n d u c t .  
Pe rh ap s  h e  t hough t  h e  cou l d  no t  commun i c a t e  t h e  
detai l s  of his history without inf l ict ing a deeper wound  
upon his f ather’s  hear t ,  by an account of the unwor thi- 
ness  of  his  other sons,  than could be healed by the in- 
formation of his own life and elevation. Or God, whose  
counsel  he sought in a l l  h i s  ways ,  may have g iven him  
an express revelation, directing him at what time and in  
wha t  manne r  t o  make  h imse l f  known  to  h i s  f am i l y.  
For  the account  of  Joseph’s  conduct  to hi s  brethren,  I  
refer you to the inimitably touching nar rative preserved  
in  the  book  o f  Gene s i s .  To  many  reade r s ,  doub t l e s s ,  
there wi l l  appear  to be a  somewhat  unseemly spor t ing  
with their  fee l ings ,  a  want  of  s incer i ty  in the di sgui se  
he  a s s umed  and  the  a c cu s a t i on s  he  p re f e r red ,  and  a  
deg ree of  prof ani ty in the somewhat heathen language  
which in one or two instances he employed. I  wi l l  not  
contend that in al l  his  conduct he was perfect ly blame-
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le s s .  There  may have  been spot s  in  h i s  charac te r,  and  
a f t e r  compar ing  i t  ve r y  c lo se ly  wi th  Sc r ip tu re,  some  
may be di scovered;  and we must  d i sapprove of  what  i s  
wrong wherever and in whomsoever i t  i s  found. Sacred  
hi s tor y exhibi t s  i t s  character s  jus t  a s  they were,  not in  
a l l  re spec t s  a s  they  shou ld  have  been .  Dark  spo t s  a re  
most  eas i ly  di scovered upon the whites t  gar ments ,  and  
fou l  blemi shes  in  the  f a i re s t  reputa t ions .  There  were,  
h oweve r ,  o bv i o u s  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o n d u c t  
o f  Jo s e p h .  H e  k n ew  t h e  f o r m e r  w i c ke d  c h a r a c t e r  
o f  h i s  bre thren,  and had exper ienced the i r  murderous  
crue l ty  towards  h imse l f ;  and a s  he ver y l ike ly  foresaw  
that this  interview and renewed intercour se might lead  
to their  coming down and sett l ing in Egypt,  he wished  
to ascer tain how far their present character would, from  
i t s  improvement ,  war rant  h i s  encourag ing such a  s tep.  
What might appear,  therefore,  to other s as  unnecessar y  
c r ue l ty,  was  in  h i s  in tent ion the  wi sdom and sever i ty  
of love. I t  was as  the test  of  f i re to the metal ,  to prove  
o f  wha t  so r t  i t  i s .  He  wan ted  to  know how f a r  they  
repented of their  s in towards himsel f ,  and he therefore  
placed himself  in a posit ion to ascer tain this ,  a posit ion  
in which he could look into their  hear t s ,  without di s- 
cover ing hi s  own. His  love year ned over them, and he  
l onged  to  t e l l  t hem how fu l l y  and  f ree l y  he  fo rg ave  
t h e m ;  bu t  w i t h  a  p r u d e n c e  a n d  s t r e n g t h  o f  m i n d  
which  proved  not  on ly  how good ,  bu t  how wi se  and  
g reat he was,  he la id a s ter n restra int upon his  feel ings  
t i l l  the  proper  moment  o f  d i sc lo sure  a r r ived ,  and the  
end  o f  po s t pon ing  i t  h ad  b e en  f u l l y  an swe red .  The  
whole scene is  of such exquis i te pathos,  as  i s  not to be  
equalled in the creations of fiction.

A t  l e n g t h  t h e  f u l l  e v i d e n c e  o f  c o n t r i t i o n  a n d 
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amendmen t  h av i ng  b e en  ob t a i n ed ,  a nd  t h e  pu r po s e  
o f  h i s  d i s gu i s e  h av ing  been  a c comp l i s hed ,  h i s  he a r t  
could endure no longer the tor ture of concealment; the  
pathet ic  speech of  Judah,  the s ight  of  hi s  own beloved  
brother Benjamin,  the f requent mention of  hi s  f a ther ’s  
name, raised such a tor rent of f i l ial and fraternal love in  
h i s  sou l ,  tha t  he  sudden ly  l e t s  f a l l  the  mask ,  and  ex- 
c l a i m s ,  ‘ I  a m  J o s e p h .  D o t h  m y  f a t h e r  y e t  l i v e ? ’  
Who can descr ibe,  who can imag ine,  the i r  fee l ings  a t  
t h i s  d i s cove r y ?  I f  t hey  h ad  i n  h i s  e a r l y  l i f e  a c tu a l l y  
pu t  h im to  dea th ,  and  h i s  gho s t  h ad  now s t a r t ed  up  
before them, their feel ings could not have been g reat ly  
d i f f e ren t .  A  l i t t l e  m ind  migh t  h ave  en joyed  the  t r i - 
umph which he had now ga ined over  those  who once  
h a t e d  h i m .  H e  s aw  t h e i r  d i s t r e s s ,  h e  b e h e l d  t h e m  
dumb with amazement ,  petr i f ied with ter ror,  tor tured  
w i th  app rehen s ion ,  and  he  in s t an t l y  d i s s i p a t ed  the i r  
fear s; calmed their per turbation; became their apolog ist,  
in s t ead  o f  the i r  accu se r ;  and  d i rec ted  the i r  a t t en t ion  
to that Providence which had over-ruled their conduct,  
not  only to procure hi s  advancement ,  but  a l so  for  the  
preservat ion of  the l ives  of  thousands .  A les s  generous  
noble and delicate mind, would have talked much of his  
forg iving them, but he entreat s  them to forg ive them- 
selves.

R eve n g e f u l  a n d  i m p l a c a b l e  m e n ,  w h o m  t h e  l e a s t  
o f fence in f l ames ,  who never  forg ive an in jur y incom- 
parably  le s s  than tha t  commit ted aga ins t  Joseph;  who,  
with a ser pentine cunning, a blood-hound scent,  and a  
leonine feroci ty,  pur sue the object  of  your mal ice,  and  
a t  la s t  take a  demon-l ike pleasure in hi s  tor tures  a s  he  
wr ithes under the inflictions of your revenge, how little,  
how contemptible, you appear, when compared with this 
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he ro  o f  f r a t e r na l  l ove !  Pau se,  young  men ,  upon  th i s  
ins tance,  and say i f  there i s  not more true g reatness  in  
this  act of forg iveness than in al l  the sanguinary heroes  
of history or romance?

You have seen Joseph a s  a  brother,  now contempla te  
him once more as  a  son;  I  say once more,  for  we have  
a l re a dy  s e en  h im  i n  h i s  you th f u l  d ay s ,  t h e  comfo r t  
o f  h i s  f a ther ’s  dec l in ing  year s .  The boy ha s  become a  
man, the man has become il lustr ious, and the i l lustr ious  
man ha s  become the  min i s te r  o f  a  fo re ign  cour t ;  and  
doe s  h e  s t i l l  remembe r  and  l ove  h i s  f a t h e r,  t h e  o l d  
s h e p h e rd  o f  C a n a a n ?  H a s  f i l i a l  p i e t y  o u t l i ve d  h i s  
in ju r i e s ,  h i s  change s ,  h i s  reve r se s ,  h i s  e l eva t ion?  Or,  
ha s  Jo seph wi shed  and cont r ived ,  amids t  h i s  b r i l l i an t  
fo r tune s ,  to  fo rge t  the  hoar y  pa t r i a rch?  Aga in ,  I  s ay,  
read the beautiful history, and see how this best of sons  
sha l l  answer,  by h i s  own conduct ,  th i s  ques t ion.  How  
ab r up t  t h e  t r an s i t i on  i n  t h a t  gu sh  o f  f e e l i ng !  ‘ I  am  
Jo s eph ,  do th  my  f a the r  ye t  l ive ? ’ How beau t i f u l  t he  
e xho r t a t i on ,  ‘Ye  s h a l l  t e l l  my  f a t h e r  a l l  my  g l o r y ’ .  
How exqui s i t e  the  admoni t ion ,  ‘Has te  ye,  and  go  up  
t o  my  f a the r,  and  s ay  un to  h im :  Thu s  s a i t h  t hy  son  
Jo s e p h ,  G o d  h a s  m a d e  m e  l o rd  o f  a l l  E g y p t ;  c o m e  
down ;  t a r r y  no t .  And  t hou  s h a l t  dwe l l  i n  t h e  l a nd  
o f  Goshen,  and thou sha l t  be  near  unto me,  thou and  
thy children’s children, and al l  that thou hast, and there  
wi l l  I  nour i sh thee.  Ye sha l l  has te  and br ing down my  
father hither.’

The joyfu l  news be ing conveyed to Jacob,  he imme- 
diate ly removed with a l l  his  f amily to Egypt.  I  at tempt  
no t  to  de sc r ibe  the  r ap tu re s  o f  tha t  in t e r v i ew,  when  
f ather and son, c lasped in each other’s  arms, found not  
only words, but tear s and sobs, too weak to express the 
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overwhelming ecs tacies  of  that  scene and that  moment  
in which Jacob could f ind nothing better f i t ted to g ive  
u t te rance  to  h i s  emot ion than th i s :  ‘Now le t  me d ie,  
s i n c e  I  h ave  s e e n  t h e  f a c e  o f  my  s o n ’ .  Wo u l d  yo u  
b eho ld  t h e  g re a t e s t  t r i umph  and  t h e  r i che s t  t rophy  
of  f i l ia l  love,  tur n to that  g lor ious spectacle,  when the  
p r ime  m in i s t e r  o f  Egyp t ,  t h e  man  n ex t  t o  Ph a r aoh  
himsel f ,  led the poor old shepherd of  Canaan,  leaning  
upon h i s  a r m,  in to  the  pa l ace,  and  be fo re  the  who le  
c i rc l e  o f  cou r t i e r s ,  i n t roduced  h im to  the  mona rch ,  
e x u l t i n g l y  e x c l a i m i n g ,  ‘ M y  F a t h e r ’ .  ‘ O  n a t u r e ,  
n a t u re !  How honou r a b l e  t hy  emp i re ,  how  g l o r i ou s  
thy t r iumphs .’ There may be a  more sp lendid example  
of f i l ia l  love than this,  but I know not where to f ind it .  
While Joseph was indulg ing in a l l  thi s  luxury of  a f fec- 
t ion for hi s  f a ther,  he did not forget  hi s  brethren;  and  
though enc i rc led  wi th  the  sp lendour s  o f  a  cour t ,  and  
inves ted with i t s  r iches t  honour s ,  he was  not  a shamed  
to  own,  a s  h i s  b ro ther s ,  those  whose  occupa t ion  was  
odious in the estimation of the Egyptians, and to regard  
a s  hi s  g reates t  d i s t inct ion,  hi s  descent  f rom the herds- 
man, who was the fr iend of God.

Here,  young men,  i s  the  example  o f  a  son ,  which  I  
commend  mos t  e a r ne s t l y  and  a f f e c t i ona t e l y  t o  you r  
a t t en t ion  and  imi t a t ion .  Be  each  o f  you  a  good  son ,  
not only in youth,  but in manhood, and as  long as  the  
o l d  man ,  you r  f a t he r,  l ive s .  The re  c an  be  no  mor a l  
exce l l ence  where  f i l i a l  p i e ty  i s  wan t ing .  You cannot  
l ove  you r  Heaven l y  F a the r,  i f  you  do  no t  l ove  you r  
ea r th ly  one.  In  the  s t e r i l e  g round ,  where  th i s  v i r tue  
g rows  no t ,  no th i ng  good  c an  g row,  bu t  on l y  a  f ew  
mi se r able  weeds .  Le t  i t  be  to  you a  mat te r  o f  t ender  
so l ic i tude and constant  vig i lance that  a l l  your conduct 
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may be such as  to g ive comfor t  to your f a ther ’s  hear t .  
A sk  how eve r y  th ing  w i l l  a f f e c t  h i s  pe ace,  and  thu s  
imbibe the spir i t  of the noble Epaminondas, who being  
asked what he esteemed the happiest circumstance of his  
l i f e,  rep l i ed ,  ‘That  my f a ther  and mother  were  l iv ing  
w h e n  I  g a i n e d  t h e  v i c t o r y  o f  L e u c t r a ’ .  O r  i f  yo u  
want a more modern instance of  s trong f i l ia l  a f fect ion,  
t ake  Dr  Samue l  Johnson’s  example,  bor rowing ,  in  h i s  
extreme pover ty,  s ix guineas ,  to comfor t the death-bed  
o f  h i s  poo r  dy ing  mo the r,  a nd  p ay i ng  t h e  expen s e s  
o f  h e r  f une r a l  w i t h  t h e  p roce ed s  o f  t h e  s a l e  o f  t h e  
m a n u s c r i p t  o f  R a s s e l a s .  A n d  e s p e c i a l l y  r e m e m b e r  
t he  so l emn  and  incumben t  du ty  o f  ma in t a in ing  th i s  
a f fect ion through every change of circumstances.  Some  
have dropped their  a f fect ions for their  re lat ives as  they  
rose  in  l i fe,  and having ar r ived a t  wea l th  and wor ld ly  
honour,  have  b lu shed  to  own the  connec t ion s  whom  
they left  below. I can conceive of cases in which vir tue  
i t se l f  may make a  son blush to own hi s  f a ther ;  I  mean  
when the wretched parent  has ,  by hi s  misconduct ,  not  
only d i sg raced himse l f ,  but  h i s  f ami ly :  but  for  a  chi ld  
to  be  a shamed  o f  a  f a the r,  s imp ly  on  accoun t  o f  h i s  
pover ty,  i s  a  d i spos i t ion of  which i t  i s  d i f f i cu l t  to  say  
wh i ch  i s  t h e  g re a t e s t ,  t h e  me anne s s ,  t h e  f o l l y,  t h e  
c r ue l ty,  o r  the  wickednes s ;  i t  i s ,  however,  enough to  
s ay,  i t  i s  a  compound  o f  a l l  t ho s e  d e t e s t a b l e  i ng re - 
dients.

I  hasten to contemplate the closing scenes of Joseph’s  
h i s to r y.  He  had  we l comed  h i s  aged  f a the r  to  Egyp t ,  
and by duti ful  and loving behaviour had so cheered his  
la t ter  days ,  and had crowned his  hoary head with such  
g lor y  and honour,  a s ,  dur ing the seventeen year s  tha t  
J a c o b  e n j oye d  h i s  s o n ’s  s o c i e t y,  mu s t  h ave  a l m o s t 
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obl i t e r a ted  h i s  reco l l ec t ion  o f  h i s  pa s t  deep  so r rows .  
Jo seph  had  se t t l ed  h i s  b re th ren  in  Goshen ,  and  l ived  
be loved and respected by them. Pharaoh and hi s  cour t  
cont inued to h im the i r  conf idence,  and the Egypt ians  
the i r  g r a t i tude  and  venera t ion .  Jacob  a t  l eng th  d ied ,  
and Joseph gave proof that  nei ther his  sens ibi l i t ies  as  a  
man, nor his piety as a believer in God, had been dr ied  
up under  the t ropica l  sun of  h i s  wonder fu l  prosper i ty.  
He fe l l  on  the  l i f e l e s s  cor p se  o f  h i s  f a ther,  wept  and  
k i s sed  h im.  I t  was  Jacob ’s  dy ing  reques t  to  be  bur ied  
not in Egypt,  but in the land of Canaan; a request  that  
expressed his faith in the promise of God, which ensured  
the posses s ion of  thi s  countr y to hi s  descendants .  This  
request was most scrupulously complied with by Joseph,  
and,  to do honour to his  f a ther ’s  memory,  he fol lowed  
his remains to Canaan, accompanied in the funeral pro- 
c e s s i on  by  a  re t i nue  s u i t e d  t o  h i s  h i gh  r a nk  a s  t h e  
pr ime minister of Pharaoh.

I t  now rema ined  to  be  p roved ,  a s  Jo seph ’s  b re th ren  
thought ,  whether  h i s  forg ivenes s  had been g ranted to  
them out  o f  mere  re spect  to  the i r  f a ther,  or  f rom the  
generous  impul se  of  h i s  own fee l ings .  They f i r s t  sent ,  
there fore,  in  the  mos t  supp l i ca t ing  te r ms ,  to  implore  
hi s  pardon, enforcing their  request  by the sacred name  
of  hi s  f a ther,  and hi s  f a ther ’s  God;  and then came and  
p ro s t r a t ed  themse lve s  be fo re  h im,  thu s  fu l f i l l i ng  the  
dreams of  his  youth,  which had excited their  envy and  
h a t red .  They  knew no t ,  even  ye t ,  t h e  dep th s  o f  h i s  
generosity, and formed their opinion of him from them- 
se lve s .  He wept  over  the i r  submi s s ion ,  cheered  them  
wi th  a s surance  o f  h i s  cont inued k indnes s ,  and sa id  to  
t hem,  ‘ Fe a r  no t ,  f o r  am I  i n  t he  p l a c e  o f  God?  Bu t  
as  for  you,  ye thought evi l  against  me, but God meant 
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i t  unto good.  Now, there fore,  fear  not ;  I  wi l l  nour i sh  
you and your l i t t le  ones .  And he comfor ted them, and  
s p a k e  k i n d l y  u n t o  t h e m .’ N o b l e - m i n d e d  J o s e p h !  
Wha t  a  b ro t h e r !  Wha t  a  b e au t i f u l  e x amp l e  o f  ho l y  
charity!

Jo s e p h  l i ve d  f i f t y - f o u r  ye a r s  a f t e r  t h i s ,  a n d  ye a r  
succeeded year with unvarying splendour, but the events  
of  hi s  l i fe  which were to interes t  and instruct  a l l  ages ,  
were over,  and his  remaining his tor y i s  compr ised in a  
few sentences .  He di f fused happines s  around him, and  
saw his  f a ther ’s  house and hi s  own descendants  g reat ly  
mu l t i p l i e d .  B u t  a s  n e i t h e r  s t a t i o n ,  n o r  p owe r,  n o r  
wealth,  nor piety,  nor a l l  these combined, can preserve  
from the stroke of death, Joseph laid down his  honour s  
a t  the feet  of  the king of  ter ror s ,  and was  gathered to  
h i s  f a the r s .  ‘Gr i e f  f i nd s  a  cu re,  u s e fu lne s s  a  pe r iod ,  
g lor y  a  decay,  and pr ide  a  des t royer,  in  the  g rave.’ So  
he found it .  The piety which had been the guide of his  
youth, the guard of his  middle l i fe,  and the prop of his  
old age, sustained him to the last, and he died with f irm  
f a i th in the promise of  God,  request ing that  hi s  bones  
might be preserved in order that they might be car r ied  
to Canaan,  whenever the Lord should vi s i t  hi s  people,  
and res tore them to the land of  promise.  This  request ,  
s imi la r  in  nature  and des ign to that  o f  h i s  f a ther,  l ike  
t h a t  wa s  s a c red l y  f u l f i l l e d ;  f o r  when  t h e  I s r a e l i t e s ,  
nea r ly  two centur ie s  a f t e rwards ,  l e f t  Egypt ,  notwi th- 
s tanding the hur r ied circumstances of their  f l ight,  they  
repa i red to  h i s  sepulchre,  exhumed hi s  bones ,  car r ied  
them with them, a s  a  prec ious  legacy,  amids t  a l l  the i r  
wander ing s  in  the  wi lde r ne s s ,  and  a t  l eng th  in te r red  
them in that sacred spot where already reposed the dust  
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
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I t  i s  scarce ly  neces sar y  to remark,  that  the character  
o f  Joseph i s  a  deeply interes t ing one,  which combines  
the  sobr ie ty  o f  t r u th wi th  the  char ms o f  f i c t ion.  The  
var iety of incident,  the scenes of true pathos,  the con- 
s tant  v ic i s s i tudes ,  the v iv id contra s t s  o f  character,  the  
unexpec ted  tur ns  o f  fo r tune,  the  s t r ugg le s  o f  exa l ted  
piety with temptat ion, and the s ignal  victor ies of truth  
and vir tue, the workings of the var ious passions and the  
play of  the diver s i f ied a f fect ions of  humanity,  together  
with the intermixture of supernatural interposition with  
t he  o rd in a r y  cou r s e s  o f  n a tu re  and  even t s ,  wh i ch  i t  
contains, al l  invest this history with a f ascination which  
no th ing  can  su r pa s s .  Ever y  one  who ha s  eve r  read  i t  
has  confessed i t s  power.  ‘The peasant  and the phi loso- 
pher,’ i t  ha s  been t r u ly  s a id ,  ‘ the  ch i ld  and the  adu l t ,  
the bel iever and the inf idel ,  the men of a l l  nat ions and  
all ages, have admired, delighted in, and been edif ied by,  
a story, which, clothed with all the g races of eloquence,  
conveys  the  pure s t  and subl imes t  l e s sons  o f  p ie ty  and  
morality.’

Th i s  i s  a  r e a l  h i s t o r y  a nd  no t  a  f i c t i on .  I  do  no t  
deny that even examples which are merely the creations  
of  genius  and the of f spr ing of  imag inat ion,  have some  
power over  the mind;  or  that  t r uth and hol ines s ,  even  
in f able,  may inspire a f fect ion and s t imulate imitat ion;  
but  i t  i s  wi th  a  power  f a r  l e s s  commanding  than  tha t  
of  f act .  Whatever ef fect  such exhibit ions of  vir tue and  
vice may have,  i t  i s  weakened, both at  the t ime and in  
recol lect ion, by a secret  whisper,  ‘ I t  i s  a l l  unreal ’ .  The  
perusa l  o f  such descr ip t ions .  however  s t rong ly  i t  may  
exc i te  the  imag ina t ion ,  ha s  l i t t l e  ho ld  upon the  con- 
s c i ence,  and  i s  r a re l y  fo l lowed  by  any  l a s t ing  re su l t s  
upon the character. The effect of moral f ables and moral 
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f acts  upon the mind respectively i s  not unlike that of a  
picture which is a work of pure f ancy, as compared with  
a  p a in t ing  o f  re a l  l i f e .  Now the  cha r a c t e r  o f  Jo s eph  
is a reality.

It  i s  a scr iptural  character,  on which the hand of God  
has been special ly employed, both in its  production and  
in  i t s  exh ib i t ion .  God  ha s  no t  on ly  l av i shed  upon  i t  
the r iches of his  power, wisdom, and g race, in forming  
and f inishing i t  as  one of the most beauti ful  specimens  
of  hi s  d iv ine ar t  and workmanship,  but  he has  a l so se t  
i t  in the gorgeous f rame of  inspira t ion,  and suspended  
i t  in his  own Scr ipture gal lery of por trai t s  of holy men  
o f  o ld ,  whe re  he  exh ib i t s  i t  f o r  admi r a t ion ,  and  fo r  
imi t a t ion ,  a s  f re sh ,  though now near ly  four  thousand  
yea r s  o ld ,  a s  when i t  was  ju s t  f in i shed  by  the  Div ine  
pencil.

I t  i s  a character which countless  mil l ions have beheld  
with admirat ion, and mult i tudes of them with anxious,  
s tudied ,  and succes s fu l  imi ta t ion.  I t  ha s  been he ld  up  
before the youth of  a l l  nat ions ,  and a l l  ages ,  to whom  
the  Bible  ha s  gone.  How many have been for t i f i ed  in  
the i r  s t r ugg le s  aga in s t  s in ,  and  made  v i c to r iou s  ove r  
temptation, by the holy exclamation of this noble youth,  
‘How sha l l  I  do th i s  g rea t  wickednes s  and s in  aga in s t  
God ? ’ I t  c ome s  t h e re f o re  t o  you  re commended  and  
sanctioned by the experience of numbers.

The  b a s i s  o f  t h i s  b e au t i f u l  s p e c imen  o f  s a n c t i f i e d  
humani ty  was  l a id  in  t r ue  re l ig ion.  Al l  tha t  lo f ty  and  
noble structure of excellence which this history exhibits,  
rose upon the foundation of the belief and fear of God.  
I t  began in the house of his  f ather Jacob, while he was  
yet a boy, and i t  was on this  account that the patr iarch  
cher ished the par tial ity which he so unwisely displayed. 
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Jo s e ph  ‘ r emembe red  h i s  C re a t o r  i n  t h e  d ay s  o f  h i s  
youth’ .  The fer vent ,  cons i s tent ,  and t r iumphant  p ie ty  
which he manifested abroad, he gained while under the  
parenta l  roof .  Those  seeds  o f  exce l l ence,  which g rew  
up and protected and adorned him, when a young man  
f rom home,  were  sowed  by  the  hand  o f  h i s  f a the r  a t  
home.  Wha t  s e cu r i t y  i s  t h e re  f o r  mo r a l  e x c e l l e n c e  
without rel ig ion, and what secur ity for rel ig ion, except  
i t  b e  t a ke n  u p  i n  yo u t h ?  I t  wa s  r e l i g i o n ,  I  r e p e a t  
empha t i c a l l y,  th a t  wa s  the  sub s t r a tum o f  a l l  Jo s eph ’s  
excellence.

The  ch a r a c t e r  o f  Jo s eph  i s  a s  s ymme t r i c a l  a s  i t  i s  
we l l  b a s e d .  The re  i s  a  b e au t i f u l  h a r mony  and  p ro - 
por t ion in i t .  You do not see one excel lence f lour i sh- 
i ng  am id s t  many  impe r f e c t i on s  l i ke  a  f l owe r  am id s t  
many weeds  in a  wi lder nes s ,  but  a  garden of  beaut i fu l  
p lant s ,  a l l  exhib i t ing the i r  co lour s  and mingl ing the i r  
f rag rance ;  nor  l ike  a  s ing le  co lumn r i s ing amids t  r u in  
and sur rounding desolation, but a majestic temple, with  
al l its par ts in al l their orderly ar rangement and all their  
exquisite propor tions. Here we see the son, the brother,  
the servant, the master,  the ruler,  each in its  s ingle and  
separa te  exce l lence,  and a l l  combined and har monised  
i n  o n e  g l o r i o u s  a n d  l ove l y  c h a r a c t e r .  H e re  a r e  n o  
eccentr ici t ies ;  no anomalies ;  no def iciencies ;  no extra- 
vagances; there is  no need to excuse g reat ir regular it ies  
i n  s o m e  t h i n g s ,  by  a s  g r e a t  e x c e l l e n c e s  i n  o t h e r s ;  
n o  b a l a n c i n g  o f  v i r t u e s  a g a i n s t  v i c e s ;  bu t  we  s e e  
admirable  cons i s tency,  beaut i fu l  un i for mi ty ;  in  shor t ,  
tha t  exqu i s i t e  comple tene s s  wh ich  s t r i ke s  the  eye  o f  
the observer from whatever point of view it  i s  contem- 
p la ted.  How inf lex ible  was  Joseph in temptat ion;  how  
cheer fu l  and act ive in adver s i ty ;  how modest ,  humble, 
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d igni f ied ,  and holy  in  prosper i ty !  In  h im were uni ted  
the  s agac i ty  o f  the  s t a t e sman ,  the  pene t r a t ion  o f  the  
p rophe t ,  the  f i r mnes s  o f  the  be l i ever,  and  the  pur i ty  
o f  the  sa in t .  Goodnes s  came f i r s t ,  g rea tnes s  fo l lowed;  
and the former remaining uncor rupted by the latter was  
heightened by it like a jewel set in gold.

Young  men ,  wha t  a  cha r a c t e r  i s  he re :  how wor thy  
o f  your  s tudy,  i t  s e t s  fo r th  to  you the  danger s  which  
you  may  h ave  t o  encoun t e r  f rom exce s s ive  p a ren t a l  
indulgence; from injur ious treatment;  from l iving away  
f rom home in a  cor rupt  s t a te  o f  soc ie ty ;  f rom vio lent  
and unexpected temptat ion; f rom being entrusted with  
the  in t e re s t s  o f  o the r s ;  f rom coming  in to  po s s e s s ion  
o f  g re a t  wea l th ,  exa l t ed  s t a t i on ,  and  publ i c  honour.  
What  a  hos t  o f  per i l s !  And here  you lear n in  Joseph’s  
piety,  meekness ,  integ r i ty,  di l igence, economy, dignity,  
s ympa thy,  f o rg ivene s s ,  f i l i a l  rega rd ,  and  dependence  
upon God,  the  many exce l l ence s  you shou ld  imi t a te ;  
and the means by which these per ils are to be vanquished.  
Nor  le s s  s t r ik ing ly  do you see  in  h i s  end the  rewards  
t h a t  f o l l ow a  ho l y  and  v i r t uou s  l i f e ;  you  s e e  v i r t ue  
c rowned  w i t h  s a f e t y,  w i t h  p e a c e,  w i t h  r i che s ,  w i t h  
honour, with usefulness, with heaven.

I t  i s  po s s i b l e  t h a t  cu r i o s i t y  may  l e ad  s ome  o f  t h e  
Parents of the youths who may purchase this  volume to  
look through i t s  pages ;  and should this  be the case,  let  
the following remarks arrest their attention.

How momentous  a  duty  i s  i t ,  on the i r  pa r t ,  to  g ive  
s ound  re l i g i ou s  i n s t r u c t i on  t o  t h e i r  ch i l d ren  a t  t h e  
earl iest per iod in which they can receive it ,  and endea- 
vour, by the most judicious, af fectionate, and per sever- 
ing methods, to form their character by religion!

Of  wha t  g re a t  con s equence  i t  i s ,  i n  o rde r  t o  p ro -



 proof-reading draft 191

mote the peace of  f ami l ie s ,  to avoid the mani fes ta t ion  
o f  pa r t i a l i t y  fo r  any  one  ch i ld ,  by  any  unwi se  mark s  
of distinction!

Parent s ,  you know not  how ear ly  your  chi ldren wi l l  
be removed from you, and thi s  i s  an addi t ional  motive  
t o  t r a i n  t hem up  i n  t he  f e a r  o f  God ,  t h a t  t hey  may  
l e ave  home fo r t i f i ed  by  t r ue  p i e ty,  to  encounte r  the  
t emp t a t i on s  o f  t h e  wo r l d ,  a nd  t o  endu re  t h e  t r i a l s  
of life.

I t  m ay  b e  t h a t  a  c h i l d  l o n g  l o s t  t o  yo u  m ay  b e  
re s tored  under  c i rcumstances  o f  such de l ight  a s  more  
than to compensate for  hi s  absence,  and your suspense  
conce r n ing  h im.  The  p iou s  son ,  removed  f rom your  
f ami ly  a t  a  tender  age,  and for  a  long t ime having no  
share  in  your  a f f a i r s ,  may prove to  be  the  main p i l l a r  
of your house, when there is no other person to prevent  
its fall.

I t  i s  p o s s i b l e ,  a n d  eve n  p ro b a b l e ,  t h a t  t h e  p i e t y  
of  one chi ld may become in fol lowing year s  the means  
of  re for mat ion and conver s ion to many other s  in your  
f ami ly,  who had neg lec ted  p ious  in s t r uc t ions  in  the i r  
e a r l y  ye a r s ,  a n d  f a l l e n  i n t o  t h e  way s  o f  v i c e  a n d  
wickedness.

Many a parent whose hear t was at one t ime well-nigh  
broken by the c ircumstances  of  hi s  f ami ly,  has  l ived to  
s e e  the  t i de  o f  h i s  domes t i c  so r row tu r ned ,  and  ha s  
ended a cloudy and stormy day by a calm and beautiful sunset.

A  p ious  ch i ld  i s  a  f a the r ’s  be s t  compan ion ,  nex t  to  
God himse l f ,  amids t  the in f i r mit ie s  o f  o ld age,  and in  
the chamber of sickness and death.

But  i t  i s  you,  my young f r iends ,  and you e spec ia l ly,  
Young Men,  who shou ld  cons ider  th i s  h i s to r y.  Of ten 
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peruse the history as it is recorded in the book of Genesis.  
I t  i s  o f  u n e q u a l l e d  b e a u t y  a n d  p a t h o s .  G ive  yo u r - 
sel f  t ime to study it ,  and seek g race to imitate it ,  as f ar  
as the pr inciples on which it is founded, and the vir tues  
wh i ch  compose  i t ,  s h a l l  app l y  to  you r  own  c i rcum- 
s tances .  And when you have thus s tudied i t  for  i t s  im- 
por t ance,  admired  i t  fo r  i t s  beauty,  and  cop ied  i t  fo r  
your own advantage,  a scend f rom i t  to the contempla- 
t i on  o f  t h a t  s t i l l  mo re  g l o r i ou s ,  p e r f e c t  and  augu s t  
example  which  i s  g iven  u s  in  our  Lord  Je su s  Chr i s t ,  
o f  who s e  p e r s on a l  h i s t o r y  i t  f u r n i s h e s ,  t hough  no t  
pe rhap s  a  t ype,  ye t  a  pa r a l l e l i sm,  which  i s  mos t  s in- 
gu l a r l y  s t r i k ing .  Jo s eph  env ied  by  h i s  b re th ren ;  so ld  
i n to  Egyp t ;  deg r aded  to  the  cond i t i on  o f  a  s e r van t ;  
exalted from the dungeon to the neighbourhood of the  
t h rone ;  i nve s t ed  w i th  powe r ;  d r aw ing  h i s  p e r i s h i ng  
kindred to him; and bestowing upon them a possess ion  
i n  t h e  b e s t  o f  t h e  l a n d ;  a t  a n y  r a t e  r e m i n d s  u s  
o f  h im ,  i f  i t  d o e s  no t  a c t u a l l y  p re f i g u re  h im ,  who  
wa s  h a t ed  by  t h e  Jew s ;  s o l d  by  one  o f  h i s  a po s t l e s ;  
c r uc i f ied  by the  Romans ;  and hav ing thus  been made  
of  no reputat ion;  was  in the end ra i sed f rom the cross  
to  a  throne above the sk ies .  Behold him ascending on  
h i gh ;  re ce iv ing  g i f t s  f o r  men ;  a t t r a c t i ng  mi l l i on s  to  
him for salvation: and confer r ing upon them an inher i- 
tance incor ruptible, undef iled, and that f adeth not away.  
Thus  uni te  the Old and the New Tes tament  h i s tor ie s ,  
and combine in your selves the character of Joseph with  
the mind of Jesus.
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CHAPTER 7

THE STUDY OF THE BOOK OF PROVERBS RECOMMENDED

The Proverbs of Solomon, the son of David, King of  
Israel.

To know wisdom and instruction; to perceive the words  
of understanding.

To receive the instruction of wisdom, justice, and judge- 
ment, and equity.

To give subtilty to the simple, to the young man know- 
ledge and discretion. Proverbs 1:1–4.

In th e  s ub j e c t  we  h ave  t o  now  con s i d e r ,  we  h ave  
another proof and illustration of the opening sentiment  

o f  t h e  l a s t  ch ap t e r ;  I  mean  the  va r i e t y,  b e au t y,  and  
u se fu lnes s  o f  the  Holy  Scr ip ture s .  In  tha t  chapter  we  
saw and fe l t  the f asc inat ion of  sacred nar rat ive;  in thi s  
we sha l l  see  no le s s  prominent ly,  and fee l ,  I  hope,  no  
l e s s  power fu l l y,  the  va lue  o f  Sc r ip tu re  p rove rb s :  and  
i f  tha t  presented to us  a  cha in of  gold ,  in  which each  
event was a distinct l ink, yet al l  were so conjoined as to  
fo r m a  comple te  or nament :  th i s  wi l l  p re sen t  a  s t r ing  
of the r ichest pearls of which each by itself is a separate  
and valuable jewel.

Proverbs  a re  shor t  s en tence s  conta in ing  a  max im o f  
wisdom, or expressing an instructive truth or f act ascer-
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ta ined by exper ience or  observat ion.  Shrewd rules  for  
practical life, meaning more than the mere words express.  
They have ever  been f avour i te  vehic les  of  ins t ruct ion,  
especial ly in countr ies of l itt le civil isation, where books  
were few or unknown, and men depended for their know- 
ledge upon tradi t ion.  Among such people thi s  method  
i s  more l ike ly  to produce e f fec t  than any other,  for  i t  
a s s ume s ,  a s  B i s hop  Lowth  rema rk s ,  no t  t o  a r gue  o r  
persuade but to dictate. In order to render their precepts  
more pleasing, as well as more powerful, the instructor s  
of mankind have ever i l luminated them with metaphors,  
compar i sons ,  and other  embel l i shments .  Proverbs  pre- 
vai led much among the Hebrews, and continued to the  
l a te s t  ages  o f  the i r  l i te ra ture.  But  they have a l so  been  
adopted by people far advanced in ref inement; indeed, by  
a l l  na t ions  upon ea r th .  The preva i l ing  charac te r i s t i c s  
o f  a  good  p rove rb,  a re  b rev i t y,  th a t  i t  may  be  e a s i l y  
remembered; point, that i t  may st imulate; and elegance,  
t h a t  i t  may  p l e a s e .  And  how  a l l  t h e s e  a pp l y  t o  t h e  
Proverbs  o f  So lomon you know fu l l  we l l .  Le t  us  then  
enter  on a  cons idera t ion o f  th i s  admirable  por t ion o f  
Holy Scripture.

I .  We wi l l  cons ider  i t s  author.  I t  opens  wi th a scr ib- 
ing this  honour to Solomon. The tradi t ion of  the Jews  
represents him as having wr itten the Canticles in youth,  
and the Book of Proverbs in middle life, and it considers  
the book of Eccles ias tes  to be his  confess ion as a peni- 
tent,  mourning over his early dark and winding aber ra- 
t i o n s  f ro m  t h e  p a t h  o f  t r u t h  a n d  h o l i n e s s .  S eve r a l  
of the sages, or wise men, of Greece, were rendered illus- 
t r ious  by a  few wel l -known maxims ;  but  though pos- 
ter ior to Solomon, how limited in this respect was their  
wisdom, to that which blazed- for th from his wonderful 
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genius,  ‘ to whom God gave wisdom and under standing  
exceeding much, and largeness of hear t, even as the sand  
that is on the sea shore. And Solomon’s wisdom excelled  
a l l  the wisdom of  a l l  the chi ldren of  the eas t  countr y,  
and a l l  the  wi sdom of  Egypt ;  and h i s  f ame was  in  a l l  
n a t i o n s  ro u n d  a b o u t :  a n d  h e  s p a ke  t h re e  t h o u s a n d  
proverbs, and his songs were a thousand and f ive.’ Con- 
sider ing the early age of the world in which he lived, he  
was  probably  the  mos t  ex t raord inar y  gen ius  tha t  ever  
appeared  on ea r th .  ‘Magni f i cence  was  h i s  ident i fy ing  
at tr ibute.  And a las ,  a las ,  for the weakness  of  humanity,  
the  danger s  o f  knowledge,  and the  pr ide  o f  in te l l ec t ,  
wealth, and power, even when he sinned, as most awfully  
he d id ,  i t  was  wi th a  h igh hand,  on a  l a rge  sca le,  and  
wi th  a  k ind  o f  roya l  gu s to :  he  d id  not ,  l ike  common  
s inner s ,  s ip  a t  the cup of  cor rupt ion,  but  drank of  i t ,  
“deep and large”, emptying it to the dregs: and when he  
suffered, his g roans seemed to be those of a demigod in  
torment. He stood like a pyramid, the shadow he cast in  
one  d i re c t i on  wa s  equa l  t o  t he  l i gh t  he  re c e ived  i n  
the other.  An example hi s  which proves that  any g reat  
d i s p ropo r t i on  be tween  g i f t s  and  g r a ce s ,  rende r s  t he  
former as f atal as a knife is to the suicide, or the power  
o f  wr i t ing to the forger.  We ardent ly  hope that  Solo- 
mon  bec ame  a  t r ue  pen i t en t .  Bu t  i f  h e  d id  no t ,  h i s  
wr itings, so f ar from losing their value, would gain new  
fo rce ;  the  f igure  o f  the i r  f a l l en  au thor  would  fo r m a  
s tr iking fronti spiece,  and these solemn warnings would  
re c e ive  an  amen ,  a s  f rom the  c ave s  o f  p e rd i t i on .  A  
s la in Solomon! s ince fe l l  Luci fer  the son of  the morn- 
ing, what more impressive proof of the power of evi l .’*  
I t  i s  c l e a r,  f rom in fo r ma t ion  con t a ined  i n  the  book 

* Gilfillan’s Bards of the Bible.
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i t se l f ,  that  Solomon did not  publ i sh the whole dur ing  
his  l i fe.  The lat ter  par t ,  f rom the twenty-f i f th chapter,  
forming an appendix, was col lected after his death, and  
added to what appear s  to have been more immediate ly  
a r ranged by himse l f .  What  a  product ion of  one mind!  
and when we add to th i s  the book of  Ecc le s i a s te s ,  we  
s tand amazed at  the inte l lect  which could have poured  
forth such a fund of practical wisdom.

O f  t h e  D iv i n e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h i s  b o o k ,  a s  a  p a r t  
o f  the  in sp i red  canon,  there  can ex i s t  no doubt .  I t  i s  
f r e q u e n t l y  q u o t e d  i n  t h e  N ew  Te s t a m e n t ,  a n d  wa s  
ev i d e n t l y  c o n s i d e r e d  by  t h e  a p o s t l e s  a s  a  t r e a s u r e  
o f  r e ve a l e d  m o r a l i t y.  S u c h ,  i n d e e d ,  i t  i s ;  a  m i n e  
o f  d iv ine  w i sdom,  wh i ch  may  be  eve r  exp lo red  and  
worked  w i thou t  be ing  eve r  exhau s t ed .  Wha t  C i ce ro  
sa id of  Thucydides  appl ies  f ar  more t ruly to thi s  work  
of  Solomon, i t  i s  so fu l l  of  matter  that  i t  compr i ses  a s  
many sentences as words.

I I .  I t  w i l l  h e l p  you ,  my  young  f r i e n d s ,  b e t t e r  t o  
unde r s t a nd  t h i s  book  i f  you  con s i d e r  i t s  s c ope  and  
de s ign .  ‘A l l  Scr ip ture  i s  g iven by  in sp i ra t ion o f  God,  
and is prof itable for doctr ine, for reproof , for cor rection,  
for  ins t r uct ion in  r ighteousnes s ,  tha t  the  man of  God  
may  be  pe r f e c t ,  t ho rough ly  f u r n i shed  un to  a l l  good  
wo r k s .’ B u t  t h i s  i s  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  B i b l e  a s  a  
who l e ,  a nd  no t  o f  e a ch  s ep a r a t e  p a r t .  One  po r t i on  
may be more fu l l  o f  doctr ine,  and therefore more im- 
por tant in reference to this ,  than some other s .  Another  
por t ion  may  re l a t e  more  spec i f i c a l l y  to  p rac t i ce,  and  
have more value as a rule of conduct, than those which  
speak  on ly  o f  doc t r ine.  We go  fo r  in fo r ma t ion  con- 
cer n ing the  per son,  mi s s ion,  and work of  Chr i s t ,  and  
t h e  way  o f  p a rdon  and  s a l va t i on ,  t o  t h e  p rophec i e s 
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of Isa iah in the Old Testament,  and to the Gospels  and  
Epis t les  of  the apost les  in the New Testament;  but  the  
book of Proverbs, while it  supplies us with no informa- 
t ion ,  o r  bu t  a  d im l i gh t  on  the se  momentous  top ic s ,  
fu r n i she s  u s  wi th  inva luable  r u le s  fo r  our  conduct  in  
th i s  l i fe.  The beauty,  force,  and va lue of  these  admir- 
able maxims l ie in their  pract ica l  des ign and character.  
I f  we had no other book of Scr ipture than this ,  in vain  
shou ld  we  s eek  he re  fo r  a  so lu t ion  o f  th a t  p rob l em,  
‘How sha l l  man  be  ju s t  w i th  God? ’ o r  fo r  an  an swer  
to  tha t  que s t ion ,  ‘Wha t  sha l l  I  do  to  be  s aved? ’ Bu t  
thanks be to God, we have other por tions of Holy Wr it,  
and having lear nt  in them how as  s inner s  we are to be  
justi f ied, and our peace with God is to be obtained, we  
come back to this, as well as to others, to learn how the  
pardoned and regenerated man is  to conduct himsel f  in  
a l l  h i s  var ious  re la t ions ,  s i tuat ions ,  and c i rcumstances .  
I t  i s  whol ly  a  prac t ica l  book,  and teaches  us  ‘ to  deny  
ungod l i n e s s  a nd  wo r l d l y  l u s t s ,  a nd  t o  l i ve  s ob e r l y,  
r ighteous ly,  and godly,  in the present evi l  world’ .  Nor  
i s  this  to be thought a low g rade in the Divine scheme  
of  reve la t ion.  The t r uth a s  i t  i s  in  Je sus  i s  ‘ a  doctr ine  
accord ing  to  god l ine s s ’ .  Holy  l iv ing  i s  the  end o f  a l l  
t r u t h :  ‘ S a n c t i f y  t h e m ’ ,  p r a y e d  o u r  L o r d  f o r  h i s  
a p o s t l e s ,  ‘ b y  t hy  t r u t h ’ .  T h e  g r a n d  s c o p e  o f  t h e  
Proverbs  i s  (and can God propose,  or  man conceive,  a  
higher?) to explain the nature of true wisdom; to show  
i t s  impor tance; to demonstrate i t s  necess i ty;  to urge i t s  
acquisition; and to enforce its practice.

H ow  l o f t y  a  p l a c e  a m o n g  t h e  o b j e c t s  o f  h u m a n  
pur su i t s  ha s  been a s s igned  to  wi sdom!  What  a  s t i r  in  
the world of mind has that word made through al l  ages,  
f rom the  h i s to r y  o f  Egyp t  to  tha t  o f  Greece.  A l l  the 
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most g i f ted intel lects  of  ant iquity have s tar ted in quest  
o f  th i s  mos t  p rec iou s  acqu i s i t ion .  Eve r y  count r y  ha s  
been visited, every oracle consulted, every source of in- 
for mat ion exp lored ,  to  f ind  out  wi sdom.  Yet  a l l  men  
h ave  s e a r c h e d  i n  va i n ,  a s  l o n g  a s  t h e  i n q u i r y  wa s  
conduc ted  by  una ided  re a son .  When  Py thagor a s  wa s  
comp l imen ted  by  the  t y r an t  o f  Sy r a cu se  a s  the  w i s e  
man, he modest ly refused the f lattery, declar ing that he  
wa s  no t  t he  po s s e s so r  o f  w i sdom,  bu t  on l y  i t s  l ove r  
s e e k i n g  a f t e r  i t ,  a  p h i l o s o p h e r .  Yo u  m ay  s e e  t h i s  
subject  f inely i l lus trated in the Book of Job,  where,  in  
one o f  the  subl imes t  chapter s  ( the  twenty-e ighth) ,  o f  
that  wonderful ly subl ime por t ion of Scr ipture,  we f ind  
the quest ion proposed for the solut ion of the univer se,  
‘Where  sha l l  wi sdom be found,  and what  i s  the  p lace  
of  under s tanding?’ And when man, through ignorance,  
i s  s i lent,  and the depth says ,  I t  i s  not in me; and death  
and  de s t r uc t ion  rep l y  th a t  they  have  on ly  hea rd  the  
f ame thereof ;  then God comes for th f rom hi s  pavi l ion  
of  darkness  as  the divine teacher of wisdom. And what  
i s  i t  tha t ,  a f t e r  a l l  the  re s e a rche s ,  and  op in ion s ,  and  
conf l ict ing systems of phi losopher s ,  he proclaims to be  
t r u e  w i s d o m ?  N o t  s o m e  p ro f o u n d  s e c re t  o f  n a t u re  
which  had  ba f f l ed  the  inqui r i e s  o f  ph i lo sopher s .  Not  
some g reat  pr incip le  of  pol i t ica l  sc ience which was  to  
regulate the aff air s and change the destinies of empires.  
Not some new theory of  publ ic  economics ,  which was  
to direct the stream of commerce and open new sources  
o f  we a l t h  t o  t h e  n a t i o n s .  N o :  t h e s e  we r e  n o t  t h e  
communica t ions  mos t  su i ted  to  the  ex igenc ie s  o f  our  
nature:  ‘To man he sa i th,  Behold the fear  of  the Lord,  
that  i s  wisdom, and to depar t  f rom evi l ,  that  i s  under- 
s t and ing ’ .  I t  requ i re s  the  reve l a t ion  o f  God to  s e t t l e 
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th i s  que s t i on ,  ‘Wha t  i s  w i s dom? ’ and  he  h a s  s e t t l ed  
i t  once and for  ever.  Thi s  wi sdom i s  re l ig ion.  Thi s  i s  
man’s highest wisdom as a rational, moral, and immortal  
c re a tu re.  I t  i s  h i s  w i sdom on  e a r th ,  and  w i l l  b e  h i s  
wi sdom in  heaven.  I t  i s  h i s  wi sdom in  t ime,  and wi l l  
b e  h i s  w i s d o m  t h ro u g h  a l l  e t e r n i t y.  P h i l o s o p h e r s  
o f  e ve r y  c o u n t r y,  h e a r  i t !  S h a d e s  o f  P y t h a g o r a s ,  
Soc r a t e s ,  P l a to,  he a r  i t !  D iv ine s  and  mora l i s t s ,  he a r  
i t !  And  ye  young  men ,  the  ob j e c t s  o f  my  so l i c i t ude  
and  my  add re s s ,  hea r  i t !  ‘The  f e a r  o f  the  Lord ,  th a t  
i s  wisdom, and to depar t  from evi l ,  that i s  under stand- 
i n g .’ T h i s  i s  t h e  s u b j e c t  a n d  d e s i g n  o f  t h e  B o o k  
of Proverbs,  i t  i s  ever recur r ing to the glor ious theme,  
and again and again per soni f ies  wisdom and represents  
h e r  d i s c l o s i ng  h e r  n a t u re  and  t e a ch ing  he r  l e s s on s ,  
i n  p i e t y  towa rd s  God ,  and  a l l  t he  mora l i t i e s ,  cha r i - 
t i e s ,  ameni t i e s ,  and cour te s ie s  o f  soc i a l  and domes t i c  
l i f e .  H e r e  t h e  b a s i s  o f  a l l  s o u n d  m o r a l i t y  i s  l a i d  
i n  the  f e a r  o f  God .  On th i s  b road ,  deep  founda t ion  
of  re l ig ion,  i s  ra i sed a super s tructure of  moral s ,  which  
combine s  the  du t i e s  and  the  exce l l ence s  o f  the  good  
monarch ,  the  good sub jec t ,  the  good ne ighbour,  the  
good master, the good husband, the good son, the good  
servant.

I I I .  I t  may  he lp  you  be t t e r  t o  unde r s t and  th i s  ex - 
traordinary book if you are enabled to perceive the par ts  
into which it is divided; and which, though not notice- 
able  a t  a  super f ic i a l  g l ance,  do yet  rea l ly  ex i s t .  These  
p a r t s  a r e  t h r e e .  T h e  f i r s t  i n c l u d e s  t h e  f i r s t  n i n e  
chapter s ,  in which wisdom, or the pract ica l  knowledge  
of  God, i s  set  for th with g reat  copiousness  and var iety  
of expression, as the only source and foundation of true  
v i r tue  and happines s ,  Thi s  por t ion seems  to  be  pr in-
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cipal ly addressed to, and intended for,  youth. The s ins,  
temptations, and dangers, incident to this per iod of l i fe,  
are exhibi ted in the most  s t r iking descr ipt ions and the  
most  g lowing co lour s .  Al l  the  beaut ie s  o f  d ic t ion and  
of metaphor, al l  the charms of eloquence and the orna- 
ments of poetry, al l  the per suasion of tenderness, al l  the  
expostulat ions of love, and al l  the commands of autho- 
r i t y,  a re  emp loyed  to  induce  the  young  man  to  tu r n  
away from s in and to pract i se hol iness .* This  par t  may  
be designated ‘A manual for youth’.

The  second pa r t  ex tends  f rom the  ten th  to  the  end  
o f  the  twenty- four th  chapter,  and compr i se s  precept s  
which seem intended for those who have advanced from  
yo u t h  t o  m a n h o o d ,  a n d  r e l a t e  t o  a l l  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  
s oc i a l  l i f e .  Here  the  t r an s a c t ion s  o f  s e cu l a r  bu s ine s s  
are al luded to, and whatsoever things are true, and just,  
and hones t ,  and pure,  and love ly,  and of  good repor t ,  
a re  s t a t ed  w i th  a  m inu t ene s s ,  and  en fo rc ed  w i th  an  
e a r ne s t ne s s ,  t h e  mo s t  ed i f y i ng  and  impre s s ive.  Th i s  
may be called ‘A direction for the man of business’.

The  th i rd  p a r t  b eg in s  a t  t h e  twen ty - f i f t h  ch ap t e r,  
and goes  on to  the  end o f  the  book,  and conta in s  an  
a ppend ix  o f  m i s c e l l a neou s  P rove rb s ,  co l l e c t ed  a f t e r  
So lomon’s  dea th .  The two l a s t  chapter s ,  wr i t ten  ver y  
p robably  by  s epa r a t e  hand s ,  bu t  unde r  Div ine  in sp i - 
r a t ion ,  and  p re se r ved  by  Div ine  c a re,  were  added  to  
the sacred book.  And they may not  inappropr ia te ly be  
called ‘A mirror for females’.

I V.  B u t  l e t  u s  e n t e r  u p o n  a  g e n e r a l  ( a n d  i t  c a n  
be  bu t  gene r a l ) ,  examina t ion  o f  the  con ten t s  o f  th i s  
book.

* Mr  B r i dge s ’  a dm i r ab l e  e xpo s i t i on  o f  t h e  P rove rb s  s upp l i e s  a  f ew  
of the remarks of this chapter.
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1.  I  would  d i rec t  your  a t ten t ion ,  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  to  the  
ver y appropr ia te  and impres s ive ter ms which Solomon  
has selected under the direction of the Spir it of God, to  
s e t  f o r th  the  p r inc ipa l  sub j ec t s  o f  the  book ;  I  mean  
Fo l ly  and Wisdom.  These  two words  a re  o f  cour se  to  
be under stood in a practical sense, as refer r ing to moral  
rather than inte l lectual  subjects ,  as  des ignat ing s in and  
ho l ine s s .  By  the  foo l  we  a re  to  under s t and ,  the  man  
n o t  o f  we a k  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  bu t  o f  b a d  h e a r t  a n d  
v ic ious  conduct :  and by the  wi se  man,  the  ind iv idua l  
not  o f  l a rge  knowledge,  but  o f  genuine re l ig ion.  I t  i s  
t r ue  in  many p l ace s ,  the  words  wi sdom and  fo l l y  a re  
employed by the sacred wr iter s to denote the possession  
o r  the  want  o f  some spec i f i c  exce l l ence,  bu t  fo r  the  
mos t  par t  they  have  the  gener ic  meanings  o f  re l ig ion  
a n d  w i c ke d n e s s .  T h i s  i s  p l a i n  f ro m  t h a t  a d m i r a b l e  
d e f i n i t i o n ,  ‘The  f e a r  o f  t h e  Lo rd  i s  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  
o f  w i sdom’ ,  and  f rom tha t  o the r  t ex t  o f  an  oppos i t e  
n a t u r e ,  ‘ F o o l s  m a k e  a  m o c k  o f  s i n ’ .  A l l  s i n  i s  
n o t  o n l y  w i c ke d ,  bu t  i t  i s  f o o l i s h ;  a n d  eve r y  s i n - 
ne r,  wha teve r  may  be  h i s  in t e l l e c tua l  a t t a inment s ,  i s  
no t  on ly  a  t r an sg re s so r,  bu t  a  foo l .  Noth ing  i s  con- 
s idered more  reproachfu l  than th i s  appe l l a t ion;  hence  
many,  more  j e a lou s  fo r  the i r  i n t e l l e c t  than  fo r  the i r  
hea r t ,  wou ld  r a the r  be  c a l l ed  knave s  th an  foo l s .  S in  
then i s  fo l ly,  i t  i s  declared so by God, i t  i s  thought so  
by  a l l  ho ly  ange l s  and men,  and i s  p roved to  be  such  
by  the  expe r i ence  o f  mank ind ,  i n  the  con s equence s  
o f  pove r t y  d i s e a s e  sh ame  and  mi s e r y  wh i ch  i t  o f t en  
br ings after it  in this world, and the cer tain destruction  
with which i t  i s  fo l lowed in the wor ld to come.  Look  
a t  the  p rod iga l ,  wa s t ing  h i s  sub s t ance  among  ha r lo t s  
and in r iotous living, the idle profligate, the extravagant 
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spend th r i f t ,  t he  be so t t ed  d r unka rd ,  the  d i s e a s ed  de- 
bauchee, the dishonest servant, the maddened gamester,  
how wicked is their conduct, yes, and how foolish also!  
I s  i t  not fo l ly to wage war against  Heaven,  to contend  
with the Almighty, to bar ter away the joys of immor ta- 
l i ty for the pleasures of s in, which are but for a season;  
and  fo r  t he  g r a t i f i c a t i on  o f  a  momen t ,  t o  i ncu r  the  
b i t t e r  p a i n s  o f  e t e r n a l  d e a t h ?  O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  
i f there be holiness in relig ion, there is also wisdom. To  
secure the f avour of God, to be saved by Chr ist, to have  
a t i t le to eter nal  glory,  to have peace of conscience, to  
con t ro l  t he  p a s s i on s ,  t o  be  comfo r t ed  i n  s o r row,  t o  
secure the germ of every vir tue, and the death of every  
cor ruption, in short, to be wise unto salvation hereafter,  
and to have that which will best promote all our interests  
h e re ,  i s  t o  b e  w i s e  i n d e e d .  T h i s  i s  t h e  t r u e s t ,  t h e  
nobl e s t ,  t he  on ly,  w i sdom.  Wha t  i s  t he  w i sdom d i s - 
played in amassing wealth, acquir ing f ame, or g ratifying  
appet i te,  compared wi th th i s ?  Sure ly  tha t  must  be the  
deepest fol ly which ruins estate body and soul, and that  
the highest wisdom which saves them all.

2 .  I  nex t  s e l e c t  a  f ew  s i ng l e  p rove rb s  f o r  t he  s ake  
of holding them up and showing their beauty and their  
va lue.  But  I  c an  on ly  p luck  a  f ew f lower s  a t  r andom  
f rom a  garden en l ivened by the  bloom, and per fumed  
w i t h  t h e  o d o u r  o f  a  t h o u s a n d  o t h e r s ,  a s  b e a u t i f u l  
a nd  a s  f r a g r an t  a s  t ho s e  I  g a t h e r :  How t ende r  how  
l ove l y  o r  how  w i s e  a re  s u ch  s ay i ng s  a s  t h e s e :  ‘The  
pa th of  the  jus t  i s  a s  the  sh in ing l ight ,  which sh ineth  
more  and  more  un to  the  pe r f ec t  d ay ’ .  ‘The  memor y  
o f  t he  j u s t  i s  b l e s s ed .’ ‘The  mou th  o f  t he  r i gh t eou s  
i s  a  we l l  o f  l i f e .’ ‘Hope  d e f e r re d  make t h  t h e  h e a r t  
s i c k .’ ‘The  he a r t  knowe th  i t s  own  b i t t e r ne s s ,  a nd  a 
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s t r a n g e r  i n t e r m e d d l e t h  n o t  w i t h  i t s  j oy.’ ‘ A  m e r r y  
hea r t  doe th  good l ike  a  med ic ine.’ ‘Even  in  l aughte r  
t h e  he a r t  i s  s o r row fu l  and  t h e  end  o f  t h a t  m i r t h  i s  
h e av i n e s s .’ ‘Be t t e r  i s  a  d i nne r  o f  h e rb s ,  whe re  l ove  
i s ,  t h a n  a  s t a l l e d  ox ,  a n d  h a t r e d  t h e r ew i t h .’ ‘ T h e  
beg inning of str i fe i s  as the lett ing out of water,  there- 
fo re  l e ave  o f f  con ten t ion  be fo re  i t  i s  medd led  wi th .’  
‘ F a i t h fu l  a re  t he  wound s  o f  a  f r i end ,  bu t  t he  k i s s e s  
o f  an  enemy a re  dece i t fu l .’ ‘As  a  b i rd  tha t  wandere th  
f rom he r  ne s t ,  s o  i s  a  man  th a t  wande re th  f rom h i s  
p l ace.’ ‘As  i ron  sha r pene th  i ron ,  so  doth  the  counte- 
n a n c e  o f  a  m a n  h i s  f r i e n d .’ ‘ A  f o o l i s h  s o n  i s  t h e  
g r ief  of his  f ather,  and bit ter ness to her that bare him.’  
‘Open rebuke i s  be t ter  than secre t  love.’ Such are  but  
specimens,  taken a lmost indiscr iminately from this  vast  
and a l l  but  inexhaus t ible  s torehouse of  wisdom. What  
mind of the least perception or taste must not, does not,  
admi re  the  po in t  and  the  e l egance  o f  the se  beau t i fu l  
aphor i sms ?  I  c an  on ly  a l l ude  to  the  p r inc ipa l  top i c s  
on which the wisdom of Solomon was employed in this  
co l lec t ion o f  go lden sentences .  Here  a re  innumerable  
s ay ings  on a l l  the  dut ie s  o f  re l ig ion towards  God,  on  
f i l i a l  a f f e c t i on ,  on  the  r i gh t  u s e  o f  s peech ,  and  the  
gove r nment  o f  the  tongue ;  on  ab i l i t y,  d i l i gence,  in- 
dus t r y,  hones ty,  and honour  in  bus ines s ;  on prudence  
in  domest ic  a f f a i r s ;  on f r iendship and companionship ;  
on forethought and anticipat ion of the future;  on con- 
t r ac t s  and sure ty sh ip ;  on the  obl iga t ions  o f  k ings  and  
sub j ec t s ,  o f  hu sband s  and  wive s ,  o f  ma s t e r s  and  s e r - 
vants :  yea,  what subject  i s  there connected with socia l  
existence, not only in its g reater concerns, but in al l  i ts  
minute and delicate ramif ications, in reference to which  
we may not  f ind some sentent ious  remark,  some pi thy 
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saying, which, i f  remembered, would be of vast  service  
to us!  Rules for the house of God, for our habitat ions,  
for the shop, the parlour, and even the kitchen, may al l  
b e  f o u n d  h e re .  T h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  eve r y  i n d iv i d u a l ,  
whatever  be  h i s  r ank ,  s t a t ion ,  or  soc i a l  re l a t ion ,  may  
f ind  a  mould  here  in  which  i t  may be  ca s t ,  and  f rom  
w h i c h  i t  wo u l d  c o m e  f o r t h  b e a u t i f u l ,  u s e f u l ,  a n d  
admirable.

3.  Bu t  l e av i n g  p a r t i c u l a r  a nd  i s o l a t e d  p rove r b s ,  I  
g o  on  t o  s e l e c t  a nd  e xh i b i t  a  f ew  o f  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  
a l legor ie s ,  or  perhaps  more proper ly,  per soni f ica t ions ,  
wh ich  a re  s c a t t e red  ove r  th i s  wondrous  book .  Meta- 
phors and similes abound, in seemingly grand and endless  
c o n f u s i o n ,  l i ke  t h e  s i n g l e  s t a r s  o f  t h e  f i r m a m e n t ;  
while al legor ies, which are but extended metaphors, are  
t o  b e  s e en  he re  and  t he re  s t and ing  ou t  l i ke  magn i - 
f i c en t  c on s t e l l a t i on s ,  am id s t  t h e  s i n g l e  s t a r s .  I  c a n  
ment ion on ly  two or  three  o f  the se,  fo r  they  a re  too  
numerou s  to  be  a l l  o f  t hem con s ide red ,  a s  So lomon  
s e e m s  t o  d e l i g h t  i n  t h e  u s e  o f  a l l e g o r y.  A n d  f i r s t  
of all, let me direct your attention to the personif ication  
o f  re l ig ion in  the f i r s t  chapter.  ‘Wisdom cr ie th wi th- 
out,  she uttereth her voice in the s treets ;  she cr ieth in  
the  ch ie f  p l ace  o f  concour se,  in  the  open ing s  o f  the  
ga te s :  in  the  c i ty  she  u t t e re th  he r  word s .  How long ,  
ye simple ones, wil l  ye love simplicity, and the scorner s  
de l i gh t  in  the i r  s cor n ing ,  and  foo l s  ha te  knowledge?  
Tu r n  ye  a t  my  re p roo f ;  b eho l d  I  w i l l  p ou r  ou t  my  
Spir i t  upon you, I  wi l l  make known my words to you.’  
How f inely is  this  wrought, when rel ig ion is  thus seen,  
no t  re t i r i ng  to  the  c l o i s t e r  o r  t o  the  c e l l ,  no t  even  
conf ined to  p lace s  o f  wor sh ip,  but  go ing through the  
s t r e e t s ,  s t a nd i ng  i n  t h e  g a t e s ,  e n t e r i n g  i n t o  pub l i c 
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a s sembl ie s ,  and de l iver ing  her  in s t r uc t ions ,  b rea th ing  
out  her  expos tu la t ions ,  urg ing her  counse l s ,  admini s- 
ter ing her rebukes, and denouncing her threatenings, to  
the congregated multitudes, the mass of the people.

Noth ing  c an  be  conce ived  more  ap t ,  more  beau t i - 
ful or more sublime, than the personif ication of Wisdom,  
which he int roduces  in  the e ighth chapter,  exhibi t ing  
her  not only as  the director of  human l i fe  and mora l s ,  
a s  t h e  i nven to r  o f  a r t s ,  a s  t h e  d i s p en s e r  o f  we a l t h ,  
o f  honour,  and  o f  re a l  f e l i c i t y,  bu t  a s  t he  immor t a l  
offspr ing of the Omnipotent Creator, and as the eternal  
associate in the Divine counsels.

When he prepared the heavens, I was present; 
When he descr ibed a circle on the face of the deep; 
When he disposed the atmosphere above; 
When he established the fountains on the deep; 
When he published his decree to the sea; 
That the waters should not pass their bounds; 
When he planned the foundations of the earth; 
Then was I by him as his offspr ing: 
And I was daily his delight: 
I rejoiced continually before him: 
I rejoiced in the habitable parts of the earth, 
And my delights were with the sons of men.*

‘I t  i s  a  d i f f icu l t  th ing to per soni fy  an a t t r ibute wel l ;  
and to  sus ta in  i t  through a  s imi le  or  an  apos t rophe i s  
not  ea sy ;  but  to supply  a  long monologue for  the l ip s  
o f  E te r na l  Wisdom!  Thi s  So lomon ha s  done,  and not  
degraded the mighty theme.’†

Tu r n  n ow  t o  a n o t h e r  o f  t h e s e  b e a u t i f u l  p e r s o n i - 
f ica t ions ,  to one which wi l l  come more home to your  
own condition and circumstances.

* L o w t h ’ s  t r a n s l a t i o n .  I  m u s t  e x p r e s s  m y  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  
ch ap t e r  i s  i n t ended  a s  a  pe r son i f i c a t i on  o f  w i sdom,  and  no t  a s  a  p ro- 
phetic description of our Lord Jesus Christ.

† Gilfillan.
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Happy is the man that f indeth wisdom, and the man that getteth  
understanding.

For  the  merchandi se  thereof  i s  be t te r  than the  merchandi se  
of silver, and the gain thereof than fine gold.

She is more precious than rubies, and all the things thou canst  
desire are not to be compared unto her.

Length of days is in her r ight hand, and in her left hand, r iches  
and honour.

He r  way s  a re  way s  o f  p l e a s a n t n e s s ,  a nd  a l l  h e r  p a t h s  a re  
peace.

She  i s  a  t re e  o f  l i f e  t o  them tha t  l ay  ho ld  upon  he r ;  and  
happy is every one that retaineth her.

Such,  young men,  i s  re l ig ion,  for  wisdom you know  
i s  r e l i g i on ,  a s  h e re  s e t  f o r t h  by  a  s t r i k i n g  m ix t u re  
o f  me t apho r.  She  i s  rep re s en t ed  a s  a  queen  coming  
for th from her palace and her treasury, with both hands  
full of blessings, which she is holding out, ready to drop  
t h em i n t o  t h e  l a p  o f  t ho s e  who  w i l l  s ubm i t  t o  h e r  
gove r nmen t ,  and  become  he r  s ub j e c t s .  To  rep re s en t  
the inf luence of rel ig ion, even on the interests  of ear th  
and time, she is seen holding in one hand health, and in  
the other r iches and honour, which often are the fruits  
o f  t h a t  god l i n e s s  wh i ch  i s  p ro f i t a b l e  f o r  a l l  t h i ng s ,  
hav ing  the  promise  o f  the  l i f e  tha t  now i s ,  a s  we l l  a s  
o f  tha t  wh ich  i s  to  come.  But  wha t  a re  he r  way s ?  A  
l one l y  r ugged  pa th  a c ro s s  s andy  de s e r t s ,  o r  t h rough  
gloomy passes and frowning precipices, where no verdure  
sp r ing s ,  no  sunbeams  p l ay,  no  b i rd s  ca ro l ,  and  where  
ne i the r  s t reams  nor  f r u i t s  a re  found?  So  the  enemie s  
o f  re l ig ion,  the men who dwel l  in  the fool s ’ paradi se,  
would represent :  but  how di f fe rent  the  descr ip t ion in  
God’s  Word o f  Truth !  Thi s  te l l s  o f  ‘ways  o f  p lea sant- 
ne s s  and  p a th s  o f  p e a ce ’ .  I t  i s  i ndeed  a  n a r row and  
somewhat toilsome way, but every step is l ighted by the  
br ight  shining of  the Sun of  Righteousness ;  i s  s t rewed 
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with the  promise s  o f  God;  i s  a  s tep  o f  happines s ;  and  
a s tep to heaven. Yes,  even what are cal led the auster i- 
t i e s  o f  r e l i g i on  a re  mo re  j oyou s  t h an  t h e  p l e a s u re s  
o f  s i n .  T h e  yo ke  o f  C h r i s t  i s  f a r  l i g h t e r  t h a n  t h a t  
o f  S a t a n .  A n d  i n  t h e  t r e e  o f  l i f e ,  t h a t  wo n d e r f u l  
o r n amen t  a nd  g l o r y  o f  t h e  g a rd en  o f  Ed en ,  i n  t h e  
b r anche s  o f  wh ich  s ang  the  b i rd s  o f  Pa r ad i s e,  whose  
root s  were  wate red  wi th  the  r iver s  o f  God,  in  whose  
s h a d e  A d a m  b a s ke d ,  a n d  o f  w h o s e  f r u i t s  h e  a t e  a s  
the  s acramenta l  p ledge o f  immor ta l i ty,  there,  I  s ay,  i s  
the  emblem of  heaven ly  wi sdom.  She i s  a  t ree  o f  l i f e  
g rowing up f rom a branch brought out  of  Eden,  when  
s i n  had  ba r red  our  a cce s s  to  the  o r i g ina l  s tock ,  and  
caused i t  to  decay ;  a  t ree  whose  branches  bend down  
upon thi s  wor ld of  s in  and miser y,  and whose c lus ter s  
h ang  w i t h i n  t h e  r e a ch  o f  even  t h e  younge s t  c h i l d .  
Young men, what think you of this beautiful descr iption  
o f  wi sdom’s  ble s s ings?  I t  i s  no f ancy p ic ture,  no mere  
c re a t ion  o f  human  gen iu s ,  no  mere  poe t i c  g a r n i tu re  
o f  the  page  o f  reve l a t ion .  How many have  proved a l l  
thi s  to be a divine rea l i ty !  O, come, come, to this  t ree  
o f  l i f e ,  and  t ake  o f  i t s  twe lve  manne r  o f  f r u i t s ,  and  
live.

I pass  by, with only a glance at i t ,  the per sonif icat ion  
o f  w i sdom in  the  n in th  chap te r,  bu i ld ing  he r  house,  
prepar ing her feas t ,  and sending out her invi ta t ions to  
co l l e c t  he r  gue s t s :  a  be au t i f u l  rep re s en t a t i on  o f  t he  
blessings of true religion.

4 .  I  now  t u r n  t o  a  f ew  o f  t ho s e  g r a ph i c  s ke t ch e s  
o f  cha r ac t e r  w i th  which  the  book  abounds .  Sca rce ly  
h a s  i t  o p ened ,  b e f o re  we  f i nd  t h e  ch a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  
Tempter descr ibed in the fol lowing language: ‘My son,  
i f  s inne r s  en t i ce  thee.  con sen t  thou  no t :  i f  they  s ay, 
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Come wi th  u s ,  l e t  u s  l ay  wa i t  fo r  b lood ;  l e t  u s  l u rk  
pr iv i ly  for  the innocent  without  cause ;  le t  us  swal low  
them up a l ive  a s  the g rave,  and whole  a s  they that  go  
down to  the  p i t ;  we sha l l  f ind  a l l  p rec ious  subs tance,  
we  s h a l l  f i l l  ou r  hou s e s  w i t h  s po i l .  Ca s t  i n  t hy  l o t  
among us ,  le t  us  a l l  have one pur se.’ How true th i s  i s  
to the li fe, as a descr iption of the conduct of those who  
t e m p t  o t h e r s  t o  e v i l !  T h e  e a r n e s t  i nv i t a t i o n ,  t h e  
s e c re c y  o f  t h e  p l o t ,  t h e  p ro s p e c t  o f  a dvan t a g e,  t h e  
p romi s e  o f  a  sh a re  in  the  boo ty,  how accu r a t e !  I t  i s  
t r u e  t h a t  i n  yo u r  s i t u a t i o n  a n d  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h e  
tempta t ion wi l l  not  be  to  deeds  o f  blood and rap ine ;  
but there will be much the same urgency of enticement,  
the same promise  and prospect s  o f  ga in ,  and the same  
en sn a r i ng  rep re s en t a t i on  o f  compan ion sh ip.  S inne r s  
are ruthless and zealous in the dreadful work of tempta- 
t ion ;  they  want  companions  to  a s s i s t  them in  accom- 
p l i sh ing  the i r  ev i l  deeds ,  and somet imes  they  equa l ly  
need ,  and ear nes t ly  seek ,  a s soc ia te s  to  mainta in  the i r  
courage.  Gui l t ,  t i l l  i t s  sub jec t  becomes  hardened and  
desperate, is cowardly, and gets r id of its fear s by multi- 
p ly ing  i t s  companions .  I f  s inner s  then ent ice  you,  do  
not yield, or even harken to their solicitations. Consent  
cons t i tu te s  the  s in .  Tur n a  dea f  ear  to  ever y  ent rea ty.  
Let  no prospect  or  promise of  ga in or  p leasure induce  
you to l i s ten for  a  moment to thei r  so l ic i ta t ions .  F lee  
f rom them as  you would f rom a ser pent or a  l ion.  You  
need not  y ie ld .  You cannot  be  forced to  s in .  Repul se  
the tempter  a t  once,  and with a  f rown.  Do not  par ley  
w i th  h im fo r  a  moment .  H i s  l ook  i s  t he  f a s c in a t i on  
of  the bas i l i sk ’s  eye,  hi s  words  are snares ,  hi s  breath i s  
pest i lence, his  presence i s  destruct ion. The moment he  
a sks  you to s in ,  f l ee,  in s tant ly  f lee.  And whi le  I  war n 
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you  aga in s t  be ing  en sna red  by  the  t empte r ’s  a r t s ,  l e t  
me,  with s t i l l  more emphat ic  impor tuni ty,  entreat  you  
neve r  t o  emp loy  t hem.  No  cha r a c t e r  i s  s o  l i ke  t h a t  
of Satan, who is called by way of eminence, the Tempter,  
a s  h e  who  en t i c e s  a no the r  t o  s i n .  Th i s  i s  t h e  mo s t  
t r u l y  d i a bo l i c a l  a c t  eve r  p e r p e t r a t e d  i n  ou r  wo r l d .  
Tur n  wi th  hor ror  f rom the  thought .  I f  you mus t  and  
w i l l  s i n ,  s i n  a l one,  h ave  no  p a r t n e r  i n  you r  c r ime.  
I f  you wi l l  s ink to  the  bot tomles s  p i t ,  drag  no other s  
down wi th  you in to  tha t  f i e r y  gu l f .  Emula te  no t  the  
f a te  of  Achan,  of  whom i t  i s  sa id ,  ‘Thi s  man per i shed  
no t  a l one  in  h i s  i n iqu i t y ’ .  Wha t  an  e t e r n i t y  o f  t o r - 
ment  i s  tha t  man prepar ing for  h imse l f ,  a s  wel l  a s  for  
other s ,  who is  ruining the souls  of  his  fe l low-creatures  
by solicit ing them to sin! How wil l  those victims of his  
wi les  avenge themselves upon him by their  execrat ions  
in the world of woe!

Next I direct you to a very str iking descr iption of the  
tempted .  I  can  on ly  a l lude,  de l i cacy  forb id s  more,  to  
the  v iv id  de sc r ip t ion  o f  the  unwar y  youth  caught  in  
the  snares  o f  the  abandoned woman,  conta ined in  the  
seventh  chapte r.  Thi s  p ic ture  i s  to  be  looked a t  wi th  
ha l f -aver ted  eye,  fo r  war n ing  on ly.  I t  i s  pa in ted  wi th  
a  mas ter ’s  hand,  and with exqui s i te  f ide l i ty  of  co lour.  
Was  ever  the  ha r lo t ’s  l ikenes s  more  accura te ly  t aken?  
Her sa l ly ing for th in quest  of  her prey in the evening,  
her position at the corner of the street, her unmistakeable  
dress, her tempting speech, her plausible suggestions, her  
impudent f ace, al l  show the harlot’s f alse and mercenary  
hea r t .  There  i s  no  v ice  aga in s t  which  you have  more  
need to be war ned than sensua l i ty.  I t  i s  that  to which  
your age,  your s i tuat ion,  and your temptat ions  expose  
you .  Imi t a t e  the  conduc t  o f  tha t  noble  you th  whose 
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character we contemplated in the las t  chapter,  and say,  
when tempted to sin, ‘How shall I do this g reat wicked- 
ne s s  and  s in  aga in s t  God! ’ How t r ue  i s  human na ture  
a t  a l l  t ime s ,  even  i n  i t s  c o r r up t i on s ,  t o  i t s e l f .  The  
cor ner s  o f  the  s t ree t s  o f  our  moder n towns  and c i t ie s  
e xh ib i t  t h e  s ame  n i gh t  s c ene s  now,  j u s t  a s  t ho s e  o f  
So lomon’s  t ime.  Three  thousand yea r s ,  wi th  a l l  the i r  
warnings and exper ience, have not banished the ‘strange  
woman ’ f rom soc i e ty,  nor  d r iven  the  f ema le  t empte r  
f ro m  o u r  s t r e e t s .  E ve r y t h i n g  i n  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  i s  
imp re s s ive  and  i n s t r u c t ive.  Tr a ce  t he  s ad  end  a s  s e t  
f o r t h  h e re ,  t o  i t s  b e g i n n i n g .  Wa s  n o t  i d l e n e s s  t h e  
pa ren t  o f  th i s  mi s ch ie f ?  The  lo i t e r ing  even ing  wa lk ,  
t h e  un s e a s on ab l e  hou r,  t h e  va c an t  m ind ,  a l l  b r i n g - 
ing the youth into contact  with evi l  company; was not  
a l l  t h i s  c o u r t i n g  s i n ,  t e m p t i n g  t h e  t e m p t e r ?  H ow  
awfully true the representation of the tempter’s success,  
‘He goeth a f te r  her  s t ra ightway a s  an ox goeth to  the  
s l aughter ’ ,  unconsc ious  o f  h i s  f a te ;  perhaps  dreaming  
o f  r i ch  pa s ture ;  or  ‘ a s  a  foo l  to  the  cor rec t ion o f  the  
s t o ck s ’ ,  c a re l e s s  a nd  un f e e l i n g ,  ‘ t i l l  t h e  d a r t  s t r i ke  
th rough h i s  l ive r ’ ,  o r  ‘ a s  a  b i rd  ha s t e th  to  the  sna re,  
and ,  knoweth  not  tha t  i t  i s  fo r  h i s  l i f e ’ .  Young men,  
set a guard upon your senses.  Go not in the way of s in.  
Enter  deeply  into our  Lord’s  beaut i fu l  pet i t ion,  ‘Lead  
u s  no t  in to  t empta t ion ’ .  He  tha t  wou ld  no t  f a l l  in to  
s i n ,  mu s t  no t  go  i n t o  t h e  way  o f  t emp t a t i on .  Keep  
f rom the  h a r l o t ’s  company,  and  s p e e ch ,  h e r  p r iva t e  
haunt, and public walk, as you would from contact with  
a person infected with the plague.

I now direct you to the descr ipt ion of the end of the  
prof l igate;  who af ter  running his  cour se of  dis s ipat ion, 
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looks back with remorse and reg ret, amidst pover ty and  
d i s e a s e,  upon  h i s  po l l u t ed  and  r u inou s  c a ree r ;  ‘And  
thou  mour n  a t  l a s t  when  thy  f l e sh  and  thy  body  a re  
consumed,  and say,  How have I  hated ins t ruct ion,  and  
my heart despised reproof; and have not obeyed the voice  
of my teachers, nor inclined mine ear to them that have  
i n s t r uc t ed  me.  I  wa s  i n  a lmo s t  a l l  ev i l  i n  t he  m id s t  
o f  t he  cong rega t i on  and  a s s embly.’ He re  i s  t he  f r u i t  
o f  sensua l i ty  se t  for th in awful  ter ms.  Disease  preying  
l ike worms upon the body, and remorse,  l ike a vulture,  
gn aw ing  a t  t h e  he a r t .  Ye s ,  t h e re  a re  s i n s  wh i ch  s e t  
their  loathsome brand upon the outer man, whi le they  
f i l l  wi th  the  poi son o f  the i r  gu i l t  the  inner  one ;  s in s  
wh ich  po l lu t e  the  b lood ,  d i s f i gu re  the  coun tenance,  
de s t roy  the  hea l th ,  and  tu r n  the  who le  f r ame  in to  a  
mas s  o f  cor r up t ion .  How many mar ty r s  o f  in temper- 
ance and licentiousness prove by a bitter exper ience the  
t r u th  o f  the  apo s t l e ’s  word s ,  ‘He  tha t  sowe th  to  the  
f lesh shal l  of the f lesh reap cor ruption’;  and real i se the  
de scr ip t ion o f  Zophar,  ‘Hi s  bones  a re  fu l l  o f  the  s in s  
o f  h i s  you th ,  which  l i e  down wi th  h im in  the  du s t ’ .  
Oh,  to  s i t  down amid s t  wa s t ed  fo r tune s  wi th  a  body  
half destroyed by profligacy, and the voice of conscience  
telling of slighted opportunities, abused pr ivileges, stifled  
conv i c t ion s !  Young  men ,  th ink  o f  th i s  ‘mour n ing  a t  
la s t ’ ,  when i t  wi l l  be too late to mourn, and when the  
mourning will  be the more bitter the longer it has been  
de l ayed .  Impen i t ence  doe s  no t  pu t  away  so r row,  bu t  
only postpones i t  to a future per iod, when mercy shal l  
h ave  f l ed  fo r  eve r,  and  no th ing  rema in  bu t  a  f e a r fu l  
recol lect ion of  pas t  s ins ,  and a  s t i l l  more fear fu l  fore- 
boding of wrath to come. How will neglected warnings, 
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despi sed ser mons,  and s l ighted counsel s ,  then r i se  l ike  
spectres from the g rave of oblivion, each repeating that  
dreadful sarcasm, ‘Son, remember’.

I  h o l d  u p  n ow  a n o t h e r  p o r t r a i t u r e ,  I  m e a n  t h a t  
o f  t h e  D r u n k a r d .  ‘ W h o  h a t h  w o e ?  W h o  h a t h  
s o r row ?  W h o  h a t h  c o n t e n t i o n s ?  W h o  h a t h  b a bb l - 
i n g s ?  W h o  h a t h  wo u n d s  w i t h o u t  c a u s e ?  W h o  h a t h  
r e dne s s  o f  eye s ?  They  t h a t  t a r r y  l ong  a t  t h e  w in e ;  
they that go to seek mixed wine. Look not thou at  the  
wine when it is red, when it g iveth its colour in the cup,  
when i t  moveth i t se l f  a r ight .  At  the l a s t  i t  b i te th l ike  
a  ser pent ,  and s t ingeth l ike an adder.  Thine eyes  sha l l  
b eho l d  s t r a n g e  women ,  a nd  t h i n e  h e a r t  s h a l l  u t t e r  
p e r ve r s e  t h i ng s .  Ye a ,  t hou  s h a l t  b e  a s  h e  t h a t  l i e t h  
down in the midst  of  the sea ,  or  a s  he that  l ie th upon  
t h e  t o p  o f  a  m a s t .  T h e y  h ave  s t r i c k e n  m e ,  s h a l t  
thou say,  and I  was not s ick;  they have beaten me, and  
I  f e l t  i t  no t :  when  sh a l l  I  awake ?  I  w i l l  s e ek  i t  ye t  
a g a i n .’ T h i s  i s  p e r h a p s  t h e  m o s t  g r a p h i c  a n d  v iv i d  
de s c r ip t ion  o f  d r unkenne s s  eve r  g iven  to  the  wor ld .  
The drawing i s  per fect ,  and not  le s s  so the colour ing.  
It has been often called, and with great truth and justice,  
‘ the drunkard’s  looking-glas s ,  in which he may see hi s  
ow n  f a c e ’ .  I t  i s  s a i d  t h a t  a m i d s t  a l l  t h e  s p l e n d i d  
furniture and ornaments of our kin palaces no mir ror is  
found ;  the  vendor s  o f  po i son  no t  be ing  ve r y  wi l l ing  
that the miserable victims should see their own suicidal  
a c t ,  i n  gu l p ing  t he  f a t a l  d r am ,  re f l e c t ed .  I n  de f au l t  
o f  a  looking-g la s s ,  I  wi sh they could be compel led to  
h ave  t h e  p a s s a g e  j u s t  q u o t e d  p a i n t e d  i n  l a r g e  a n d  
f laming character s ,  and hung up in the most conspicu- 
ous  p l ace s  o f  those  human s l aughter-house s .  Obser ve  
t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  d r u n k a rd .  T h e  q u a r r e l s o m e 
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temper  which l iquor  produces ,  the  f ight s  in  which i t  
involves the man who quaffs  i t ,  and the wounds he gets  
in his  a f f rays ;  his  babbl ing discour se on subjects  which  
he does not under stand, and is  then unf itted to discuss,  
when bla sphemy i s  wi t ,  t rea son courage,  and r iba ldr y  
eloquence; his going on, when inflamed by wine, to the  
g ratif ication of other lusts, and the commission of other  
s in s ;  h i s  i n s en s ib i l i t y  to  in ju r y  and  dange r  when  h i s  
brain is stupif ied; his returning to the indulgence of his  
v ic ious  appet i te  when awakening up f rom hi s  drunken  
s lumber ;  h i s  in tense  mi se r y  and woe produced by  h i s  
remor se  o f  mind and wretchednes s  o f  body,  the se  a re  
a l l  s e t  fo r th  in  th i s  wonder fu l  pa s s age  wi th  a  g raphic  
power that nothing can exceed. Beg in l i fe, Young Men,  
w i th  an  ex t reme d read  o f  th i s  v i ce.  There  i s  g round  
for  a lar m. Drunkenness  was never more prevalent  than  
i t  i s  now.  Myr i ad s  and  myr i ad s  s i nk  eve r y  yea r  i n to  
the drunkard’s g rave, and lower sti l l ,  into the drunkard’s  
hel l .  One-hal f  of  the lunacy, two-thirds of  the pauper- 
i sm, and three-four ths of  the cr ime of society,  are sa id  
t o  s p r i n g  f rom  t h i s  d e s o l a t i n g  h a b i t .  B ewa re ,  t h en  
of this  dreadful appetite and propensity. Be afraid of i t .  
Consider  your se lves  l iable to i t .  Abandon a l l  se l f-con- 
f i d e n c e .  Avo i d  eve r y t h i n g  t h a t  l e a d s  t o  d r i n k i n g .  
Ab ju re  t ob a c co  i n  eve r y  s h ape.  Shun  b ad  company.  
Never cross the threshold of the tavern for the purpose  
o f  c o nv i v i a l i t y.  P r a c t i s e  t o t a l  a b s t i n e n c e .  A l l  t h e  
drunkards  tha t  a re,  or  ever  have been,  were  modera te  
men once.  I  do mos t  ea r nes t ly  ent rea t  you to  abs t a in  
from al l  intoxicat ing dr inks.  You do not need them for  
hea l th ,  and to  take them for  g ra t i f i ca t ion i s  the  ger m  
of inebr iety. Total abstinence wil l  conduce to health, to  
e conomy,  t o  p ro s p e r i t y.  You  w i l l  one  d ay  b l e s s  me 
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i f  th i s  chapter  should lead you to  adopt  th i s  prac t ice.  
I  do not say that  thi s  wi l l  ensure the pract ice of  ever y  
vir tue, and the enjoyment of a l l  prosper ity,  but I  know  
nothing in the order of preparatory means more likely to be 
followed with such results.

And  now,  I  a s k ,  wha t  i s  i t  t h a t  l e a d s  t o  a l l  o t h e r  
s in s ?  Id l ene s s ,  and  I  the re fo re  now d i rec t  you to  the  
l a s t  p i c tu re  wh i ch  I  sh a l l  p re s en t  i n  th i s  chap t e r.  ‘ I  
went  by the f ie ld  of  the s lo thfu l ,  and by the v ineyard  
o f  the  man vo id  o f  under s t and ing ,  and ,  lo,  i t  wa s  a l l  
grown over with thorns, and nettles had covered the face  
thereof ,  and the s tone wal l  thereof  was  broken down.  
Then I saw and considered it well; I looked upon it and  
received instruct ion. Yet a l i t t le  s leep,  a l i t t le  s lumber,  
a little folding of the hands to sleep; so shall thy poverty  
come as  one that  t ravel le th,  and thy want as  an ar med  
man .’ Th i s ,  t oo,  i s  f i n e  p a in t i ng :  t h e  l a t e  r i s e r,  t h e  
love r  o f  s l eep,  the  d rowsy  d rone,  l i f t ing  up  h i s  ha l f - 
opened l ids weighed down with s leep, g rumbling at the  
per son who has  di s turbed him, tur ning away from him  
on his bed; and sett l ing himself  down again to s lumber.  
And then the broken fence left without repair, the thorns  
and nettles cover ing the f ield and choking the vineyard.  
How true to l i fe.  Id leness  i s  a  complicated vice,  yes ,  I  
s ay  v i c e.  F i r s t  i t  i s  a  mo s t  wa s t e f u l  h ab i t ,  i t  wa s t e s  
t ime,  which i s  more  prec ious  than r ub ie s ,  i t  was te s  a  
man’s  mental  f acult ies ,  and dooms the noblest  machine  
on ear th  to  s t and s t i l l :  i t  was te s  proper ty,  and should  
compel the sluggard to put down in his expenses a large  
sum per  annum lo s t  by  neg lec t .  I t  i s  d i sg r ace fu l ,  fo r  
how reproachful  i s  i t  in  a  be ing made to be act ive,  to  
spend life in doing nothing, and to throw away his men- 
t a l  power s  in  s lo th .  I t  i s  c r imina l ,  fo r  God ha s  com-
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manded us to be act ive,  and wil l  ca l l  us  to account for  
the s in of  k i l l ing t ime.  I t  i s  dangerous ;  doing nothing  
i s  next  to doing i l l ,  and i s  sure to lead to i t .  From i t s  
ve r y  inac t ion  i t  u l t ima te l y  becomes  the  ac t ive  c au se  
of al l  evil ;  as a palsy is more to be dreaded than a fever.  
T h e  Tu r k s  h ave  a  p rove r b  w h i c h  s ay s ,  ‘ T h e  D ev i l  
t emp t s  a l l  o t h e r  men ;  bu t  t h e  i d l e  man  t emp t s  t h e  
D ev i l ’ .  I d l e n e s s  i s  t h e  s t a g n a n t  p o o l  t h a t  d e p o s i t s  
mud, and breeds al l  kinds of vermin; but running water  
i s  c lea r,  sweet ,  and whole some.  Id lenes s  i s  wre tched- 
ne s s .  An  i d l e  man ,  a s  I  s a i d  i n  a  f o r me r  chap t e r,  i s  
the  most  miserable  o f  a l l  God’s  crea tures :  and woe be  
to the man who is doomed to bear the pain and penalties  
o f  a  s l o th fu l  d i s po s i t i on .  Emp loymen t  i s  no t  on l y  a  
source  o f  exce l l ence,  bu t  o f  en joyment .  Young  men ,  
be indust r ious .  I t  wi l l  be a  source a t  once of  p leasure  
a n d  p ro f i t .  I f  yo u  s t u d y  t h e  B o o k  o f  P rove r b s  f o r  
no th ing  e l s e,  s t udy  i t  f o r  the  pu r po se  o f  p romot ing  
industr y.  No man who ever made this  book the subject  
of  hi s  s tudy and the rule  of  hi s  l i fe,  f a i led to ensure a  
compe tency ;  wh i l e  mu l t i t ude s  who  have  a c t ed  thu s ,  
have attained to respectability, honour, and wealth.

Let  me now, in conclus ion,  enumerate  a  few genera l  
point s ,  which are  sugges ted by a  cons idera t ion of  th i s  
interesting portion of holy Scripture.

We see the benevolence of God, in not only providing  
t h e  me an s  f o r  ou r  g l o r y,  honou r,  immor t a l i t y,  a nd  
e t e r na l  l i f e  in  heaven ,  th rough  the  med i a t ion  o f  our  
Lo rd  Je su s  Chr i s t ,  bu t  in  g iv ing  u s ,  i n  th i s  va luab l e  
book ,  the  mos t  m inu te  d i re c t i on s  f o r  a l l  t he  de t a i l s  
o f  ou r  e a r t h l y  l i f e .  He  no t  on l y  w i l l s  ou r  s a l va t i on  
herea f te r,  but  our  convenience  and comfor t  herd .  He  
act s  l ike a  good and r ich f a ther,  who,  whi le  he makes 
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h i s  son he i r  o f  a l l  h i s  e s t a te,  consu l t s  in  the  minutes t  
par t icular s ,  hi s  wel l-being and enjoyment,  through the  
per iod of  his  boyhood and educat ion. How exquis i te ly  
b e au t i f u l  i t  i s  t o  s e e  God  t hu s  manag i ng  ou r  mean  
a f f a i r s ;  intent  even upon our succes s  in t rade;  promo- 
t i n g  ou r  p l e a s an t  i n t e rcou r s e  w i t h  ou r  n e i ghbou r s ;  
provid ing ru le s  for  our  conduct  ever ywhere ;  and sup- 
p ly ing  u s  wi th  the  means  to  s ecure  a  thousand  l i t t l e  
en joyments ,  and to  protect  our se lves  f rom a  thousand  
l i t t le  annoyances  on our road to our Father ’s  house in  
h e a ve n .  To  m e  t h e  B o o k  o f  P rove r b s  p r ove s  t h e  
condescension of God’s goodness, while the Gospels and  
Epist les  of the New Testament exhibit  i t s  g randeur and  
sublimity. Ar is ing out of this ,  I would observe, what an  
ines t imable volume and pr ice les s  t reasure i s  the Bible,  
which thus  proc la ims  to  us  the  goodnes s  o f  God,  and  
c a r r i e s  ou t  h i s  g r ac iou s  pu r po se  toward s  u s .  I  wan t ,  
young men, to endear to your hear ts this book of books,  
and therefore wil l  embrace every oppor tunity presented  
by these chapter s,  to commend it  to your attention and  
reg a rd .  I  wan t  t o  f o r t i f y  you  ag a in s t  t he  s educ t i on s  
o f  in f ide l i ty  and f a l se  phi losophy.  I  want  to show you  
the  in ju s t i ce  to  your se lve s ,  a s  we l l  a s  the  wickednes s  
towards God, and the hypocr i sy,  as  wel l  a s  the cruel ty,  
of those who, under the pretext of l iberating your mind  
from thraldom, and exal t ing you to the dignity of  men  
o f  rea son ,  would  de l iver  you f rom what  they  ca l l  the  
dominion of super stit ion and the trammels of the Bible.  
I t  i s  the i r  de l i gh t  to  rep re s en t  the  B ib l e  a s  t e ach ing  
o n l y  a  s y s t e m  o f  p r i e s t c r a f t ;  a s  p r e s c r i b i n g  o n l y  a  
round of rel ig ious ceremonies;  and forming a character  
f i t  on ly  to  dwe l l  i n  a  mona s t e r y,  o r  to  wor sh ip  in  a  
church. Ask them if  they have ever deigned to read the 
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Book of  Proverbs .  I f  not ,  they are  unf i t  to  pronounce  
an opinion upon the Bible;  and i f  they have,  te l l  them  
tha t  by  such  mi s repre sen ta t ions  they  l i e  aga in s t  the i r  
own knowledge;  for  here i s  a  par t  of  the Bible which,  
t h ey  mu s t  k n ow,  f o l l ow s  u s  i n t o  t h e  s o c i a l  h a u n t s  
o f  men,  to  the f ami ly,  to  the shop,  to  the market  and  
exchange, in order to dictate truth, kindness, and meek- 
ness,  in our words, and just ice, honesty, and honour, in  
ou r  t r an s a c t i on s ;  wh i ch  re gu l a t e s  a l l  s a l e s  and  pu r - 
chases upon the pr inciples of equity;  g ives val idi ty and  
e f f icacy to a l l  contract s ;  prohibi t s  a l l  wrong,  and sus- 
t a i n s  a l l  r i gh t .  A  s i ng l e  pe r u s a l  o f  t h i s  book  wou ld  
conv in c e  t h em th a t  i f  i t  we re  un ive r s a l l y  po s s e s s ed  
be l i eved  and  p r ac t i s ed ,  human l aws  wou ld  be  a lmos t  
unneces sa r y,  cour t s  o f  ju s t i ce  would  be  for saken,  and  
ja i l s  untenanted.  Take up thi s  volume with the s imple  
ques t ion,  ‘What  kind of  man sha l l  I  be i f  I  fo l low the  
r u l e s  he re in  con t a ined? ’ Ho ld  f a s t  your  B ib l e s  then ,  
t i l l  inf idel i ty can f ind you a better  rule of  conduct for  
th i s  l i f e,  a  b r i gh t e r  reve l a t ion ,  and  a  su re r  hope  fo r  
ano ther.  Ask  i t  wha t  i t  ha s  to  o f f e r  you  in  exchange  
for  doctr ines  so subl ime, moral i ty so pure,  precepts  so  
w i s e,  p romi s e s  so  p rec iou s ,  p ro spec t s  so  g r and .  And  
wha t  h a s  i t  t o  o f f e r ?  A  d re a r y,  b l a nk ,  a nd  h i d eou s  
negative, no God, no Redeemer, no salvation, no heaven:  
no,  nor  anyth ing even in  th i s  wor ld  to  save  you f rom  
the dominion of  v ice,  or  to guide you to the pract ice  
and enjoyment  o f  v i r tue ;  th i s  i s  a l l  tha t  in f ide l i ty  has  
to g ive you as a subst i tute for the Bible.  Say to i t  with  
sur pr i se,  ind igna t ion ,  and abhor rence,  ‘Avaunt ,  ly ing  
spir i t !  Cur se not me with your di scover ies  of  nothing.  
Is this al l  you have to g ive me in exchange for that vol- 
ume which is profitable for all things, having the promise 
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o f  the  l i f e  tha t  now i s ,  a s  we l l  a s  o f  tha t  which  i s  to  
c ome ?  You  h ave  no t h i n g  by  wh i ch  I  may  s t e e r  my  
cour se across the stormy ocean of this l i fe;  and nothing  
a t  t he  end  o f  t he  voyage  bu t  the  b l a ck  rock s  o f  an- 
nihi la t ion on which I  must  dash,  and be for  ever  los t .  
Begone,  with thy creed of  wretched negat ions ,  to him  
who is fool enough to be cajoled out of his Bible by thy  
m i s e r ab l e  s oph i s t r i e s .’ Some t ime s  t h e  m ind  i s  mo re  
impres sed  wi th  the  a t roc i ty  o f  an  in tended fe lony,  by  
examining the ar ticles one by one, which it would have  
pur loined,  than by looking at  the whole in a  mass .  So  
i t  i s  i n  j udg ing  o f  i n f i de l i t y,  t ake  up  book  by  book  
o f  Sc r ip tu re,  examine  e ach  s epa r a t e l y,  and  s ay,  ‘The  
fe lon inf ide l  would rob me of  thi s ,  and thi s ,  and thi s .’  
Yes ,  Young Men, he would cheat  you,  among the res t ,  
out  o f  th i s  Book of  Proverbs .  He would  te l l  you tha t  
th i s  i s  impos i t ion,  and no reve la t ion f rom God a t  a l l .  
O r  i f  h e  c o n s e n t e d  t o  l e ave  i t  i n  yo u r  h a n d s ,  h e  
would ,  by  t ak ing  away i t s  d iv ine  author i ty  depr ive  i t  
of al l  power to bind your conscience as law, and merely  
submi t  i t  fo r  your  adopt ion a s  adv ice,  which  you a re  
still at liberty to reject if you do not like it.

This book shows us the connexion between true rel i- 
g i on  and  g ene r a l  e x c e l l e n c e  o f  ch a r a c t e r.  Th i s  wa s  
not iced in the las t  chapter,  when we contemplated the  
character of Joseph, and is  now repeated in this general  
ana ly s i s  o f  the  Book o f  Proverb s .  I t  l ay s  the  founda- 
t ion broad,  deep,  and s t rong,  in that  wisdom which i s  
the fear  of  God. I t  ant ic ipates  the apostol ic  injunct ion  
‘Add  t o  you r  f a i t h ,  v i r t u e ’ .  The  f ounda t i on  o f  t h e  
temple of vir tue is  rel ig ion; the golden ornament upon  
i t s  dome i s  a l l  tha t  i s  gent le  in  sp i r i t  and g race fu l  in 
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demeanour.  Hence i s  to  be  der ived tha t  comple tenes s  
of character which this book is  intended and calculated  
to  fo r m.  I t  beg in s  w i th  the  hea r t ,  and  fo r ms  a  ho ly  
mechan i sm the re,  wh ich  gu ide s  the  hand s  in  regu l a r  
movemen t s  round  t he  d i a l - p l a t e  o f  l i f e .  I t  imp l an t s  
r i gh t  p r inc ip le s  o f  ac t ion .  I t  communica te s  a  h idden  
l i fe,  i t  s anct i f ie s  the inner  man,  and thus  f a sh ions  the  
outer man and does not merely paint a picture or carve  
a  b u s t .  H e r e  m a n  i n  a l l  h i s  r e l a t i o n s  a n d  a l l  h i s  
interests  i s  consulted, as  a creature of God, as  a ci t izen  
of the state, as a member of society, as an inmate of the  
dwelling, as a creditor or a debtor, as a buyer or a seller ;  
in each and a l l  these he i s  contemplated,  directed,  and  
e n cou r a g ed .  I t  h a s  b e en  b e au t i f u l l y  ob s e r ved ,  t h a t  
‘we want relig ion to be to the character what the soul is  
to the body, the animating pr inciple. The soul operates  
in  ever y  member.  I t  see s  in  the  eye,  hear s  in  the  ear,  
speak s  in  the  tongue,  an imate s  the  whole  body,  wi th  
e a s e  and  un i f o r m i t y,  w i thou t  o s t en t a t i on  o r  e f f o r t .’  
Thus let  the good conduct of  the c i t izen,  the son,  the  
hu sb and ,  t he  f a t he r,  t h e  b ro the r,  t h e  t r ade sman ,  be  
on ly  so  many  ope r a t ion s  o f  t r ue  p i e ty,  so  many  ac t s  
o f  th i s  an imat ing  sou l ,  so  many deve lopment s  o f  th i s  
hidden life.

Though there  i s  much in  th i s  book which,  proper ly  
understood and followed, would, in connexion with other  
par ts of Scr ipture, guide the reader to heaven, and pre- 
pa re  h im for  i t s  en joyment ,  i t  mus t  be  confe s sed  and  
remembered, that i t  pr incipal ly aims to form the socia l  
cha rac te r  fo r  the  p re sen t  wor ld .  What  I  have  a l ready  
said on this subject I repeat, that for a clear and explicit  
knowledge  o f  the  way  o f  pa rdon and  e te r na l  l i f e,  we 
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mus t  re ad  the  New Te s t amen t .  The re  we  l e a r n  how  
Chr i s t  i s  made  o f  God unto  u s  ‘wi sdom,  and  r igh te- 
ousness,  and sancti f icat ion, and redemption’.  And there  
a l s o  we  l e a r n  t h e  g re a t  mo r a l  p r i n c i p l e s  on  wh i ch  
a l l  the  t r ansac t ions  o f  th i s  wor ld ’s  bus ine s s  should  be  
founded:  but  in thi s  book of  the wise king,  pr incip les  
of wisdom and vir tue are g iven in detai l  for every rela- 
t i on  o f  s o c i a l  l i f e .  I t  i s  t h e  comme rc i a l  man ’s  va d e  
m e c um .  I t  may  l i e  upon  h i s  d e s k  by  t h e  s i d e  o f  h i s  
l edge r,  and  tha t  i n  a  thou s and  in s t ance s  wou ld  have  
been in  a  be t te r  s t a te,  had  th i s  been more  cons t an t ly  
consulted.  I t  i s  my f i r m bel ief ,  that  no man who reads  
t h i s  book  t h rough  w i t h  c l o s e  a t t en t i on  and  e a r ne s t  
prayer, once a year,  wil l  f ai l ,  either in this world, or in  
re ference to that  which i s  to come.  I t  i s  des igned and  
adapted to for m the industr ious ,  prudent ,  honourable,  
and succe s s fu l  man o f  bus ine s s ,  and i s  there fore  emi- 
nent ly  sui ted to thi s  g reat  commercia l  countr y.  Napo- 
leon Bonapar te,  when in  the  zen i th  o f  h i s  power  and  
pr ide, cal led this country, more in a spir it  of mor tif ica- 
tion and envy than of contempt, a nation of shopkeepers.  
I f  i n  tha t  t e r m he  comprehended  our  merchan t s  and  
manuf acturer s ,  he  d id  not  inapt ly  descr ibe us .  We are  
not ashamed of our commercial character and g reatness;  
and provided our merchandise  be car r ied on upon the  
pr inc ip le s  o f  th i s  book,  and we thus  inscr ibe upon i t ,  
Holiness to the Lord, it is our glory and defence.

In this  book i s  disc losed the secret  of  true happiness ,  
which, if  real ly put into practice, wil l  make happy indi- 
v idua l s ,  happy f ami l ie s ,  happy neighbourhoods ,  happy  
nat ions ,  and a  happy wor ld .  Al l  the er ror s  which men  
have fallen into on this subject; all the delusive shadows, 
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the polluted spr ings, the deleter ious ing redients,  which  
have mis led and injured so many, are here detected and  
exposed ;  whi le  the  na ture,  the  source,  and the  means  
of  t rue fe l ic i ty,  are as  c lear ly pointed out.  Here in the  
f avour of God; in the mor ti f icat ion of our cor ruptions;  
i n  t h e  r e s t r a i n t  o f  ou r  p a s s i on s ;  i n  t h e  c u l t i va t i o n  
o f  ou r  g r a c e s ;  i n  t he  pe r fo r mance  o f  ou r  du t i e s ;  i n  
promoting the good of our neighbours; and in the hope  
of  immor ta l i ty,  are the mater ia l s  of  human blessedness .  
Here,  happines s  i s  se t  for th,  not  in the heathen for ms  
of Bacchus. Venus, or Momus; not by such descr iptions  
a s  those  o f  Horace,  Ovid ,  and Anacreon;  not  in  such  
r io t  and reve l r y  a s  the lover s  o f  p lea sure  in  ever y age  
would  recommend.  Qui te  the  cont ra r y.  In  th i s  book,  
happ ine s s  i s  s een  de scending  f rom heaven ,  her  na t ive  
p l ace,  and  l i gh t ing  upon our  o rb  in  the  s e r aph  fo r m  
o f  re l i g ion .  She  i s  c l ad  in  the  robe  o f  r igh teousne s s ,  
a r rayed in the gar ment of  sa lvat ion,  and ador ned with  
t h e  o r n amen t  o f  a  meek  and  qu i e t  s p i r i t .  L i ke  t h e  
k ing’s  daughter  of  o ld ,  she ‘ i s  a l l  g lor ious  within,  her  
c lo th ing  i s  o f  wrought  go ld ’ .  Joy  spark le s  in  her  eye,  
and  peace  repo se s  upon  he r  b row.  Her  consc i ence  i s  
rendered  ea sy  by  a  s en se  o f  pa rdon ,  and  he r  hea r t  i s  
l ight through pur ity.  The song of the seraphim is  upon  
her l ips .  Her hand i s  a l ter nate ly l i f ted up in adorat ion  
to  God,  and s t re tched out  in  mercy to hi s  neces s i tous  
c rea ture s .  Her  f ee t  ever  ca r r y  her  wi th  wi l l ing  s tep s ,  
either to the house of prayer, or to the abodes of sor row.  
Her excel lences are descr ibed, and her praises are sung,  
not in the odes of l icentious poets,  at sensual org ies, in  
s t r a i n s  i n sp i red  by  l u s t  and  w ine ;  bu t  i n  t he  hymns  
composed by prophet s  and apost le s ,  re sounding in the 
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temples of devotion, or chanted by good and holy men  
in  the  c i rc l e s  o f  the i r  f r i end s ,  o r  the  homes  o f  the i r  
f ami l ie s .  Such i s  the  happines s  se t  for th  in  th i s  book,  
t h e  on l y  t h i ng  wh i ch  d e s e r ve s ,  t h e  on l y  t h i ng  t h a t  
c a n  p rove  i t s e l f  wo r t hy  o f ,  t h e  n a m e.  T h a t  s e r a p h  
for m a l ight s ,  Young Men,  in  your  pa th ,  and wi th  her  
own angelic, divine, and heavenly smile, beckons you to  
fo l low her to the wel l- spr ings  of  del ight ,  repeat ing,  a t  
every s tep, the beauti ful  language of this  book, ‘Happy  
is the man that findeth wisdom’.
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CHAPTER 8

SUCCESS OR FAILURE IN BUSINESS

He be c ome th  poo r  tha t  d ea l e th  w i th  a  s l a c k  hand ;  bu t  
the hand of the diliqent maketh rich. Proverbs 10:4.

I n  t h e  d ay  o f  p r o s p e r i t y  b e  j o y f u l ,  b u t  i n  t h e  d ay  
of adversity consider. Ecclesiastes 7:14.

Think no t ,  Young  Men ,  tha t  in  s e l e c t ing  sub j ec t s  
for the last two chapters and a previous one, from the  

books of  Proverbs  and Eccles ia s tes ,  I  am drawing your  
a t t en t ion  away  f rom the  New Tes t ament  to  the  Old ,  
and invest ing the lat ter with an impor tance super ior to  
tha t  o f  the  fo r mer.  By  no  mean s .  Bo th  the  por t ion s  
o f  the sacred volume be long to the one div ine sys tem  
of  revea led t ruth,  and they s tand re la ted to each other  
a s  the two g reat  l ight s  o f  the mora l  wor ld ,  the sun to  
rule the day,  and the moon to rule the night.  The Old  
Testament with lunar ef fulgence bor rowed from the yet  
i nv i s i b l e  o rb  o f  s p i r i t u a l  d ay,  s hone  f o r th  upon  the  
Jewish Church dur ing the night season of i t s  existence;  
while the New, with its  own br ightness,  constitutes the  
day of  our Chr i s t ian di spensat ion.  But though the sun  
of r ighteousness has ar i sen, the moon is  s t i l l  a  valuable  
member  o f  our  sp i r i tua l  sy s tem.  Let  us  then hold f a s t  
b o t h  p a r t s  o f  t h e  B i b l e ,  n o t  n e g l e c t i n g  t h e  B o o k s 
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o f  M o s e s ,  D av i d ,  S o l o m o n ,  a n d  t h e  P ro p h e t s ,  bu t  
d e l i g h t i n g  m o s t  t o  s t u d y  t h e  g o s p e l s  a n d  e p i s t l e s ,  
because  o f  the i r  c l ea re r  reve l a t ion  o f  ever y th ing  tha t  
s t a nd s  connec t ed  w i t h  t h e  mor a l  ch a r a c t e r  o f  God ,  
the person and work of Chr ist, the way of salvation, and  
the glories of immortality.

The book of Eccles ias tes ,  when proper ly under stood,  
i s  an  impor t an t  por t ion  o f  Sac red  Sc r ip tu re.  I t  i s  on  
good g rounds ascr ibed to Solomon, and is  supposed, as  
I stated in the last chapter, to have been composed after  
h i s  recover y f rom hi s  deplorable  apostacy,  and to have  
been intended by him to be a record of his own exper i- 
ence, and a warning, or at any rate a lesson, to mankind.  
I t s  chief  des ign seems to be to answer that  momentous  
inquiry, prompted at once by the misery and the ignor- 
a n c e  o f  f a l l e n  h u m a n i t y,  ‘ W h o  w i l l  s h ow  u s  a n y  
g o o d ? ’ M a n  i s  m a d e  f o r  h a p p i n e s s ,  a n d  i s  c a p a b l e  
o f  i t :  but  what  i s  i t ,  and how i s  i t  to  be obta ined? To  
pos se s s  and en joy i t ,  he  mus t  be  fur n i shed wi th  some  
good, suited to his nature, adapted to his condition, and  
adequate to his capacity and desires.

The nature of  the chief  good has  been,  in every age,  
t h e  i n t e re s t i n g  s ub j e c t  o f  mo s t  e a r n e s t  ph i l o s oph i c  
inqu i r y.  But  how var ious  and  opposed  have  been the  
conclusions at  which the inquirer s  have ar r ived on this  
impor tant  subjec t .  Var ro,  a  lear ned Lat in  wr i ter,  who  
d i ed  a bou t  t h i r t y  ye a r s  b e f o re  Ch r i s t ,  r e ckoned  up  
more than two hundred di f ferent opinions on this  sub- 
ject ;  thus  p la in ly evincing man’s  ignorance of  hi s  own  
nature,  c i rcumstances ,  and wants .  Not perceiving what  
i t  i s  tha t  ha s  made h im miserable,  he  cannot  know of  
cour se what wi l l  make him happy.  Unacquainted with,  
or rather overlooking, the disease,  he cannot know the 
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remedy.  He fee l s  an aching void within,  an unsat i s f ied  
craving a f ter  something,  but  knows nei ther  the nature  
nor the source of  the food adapted to meet and sat i s fy  
his  hungry appetite.  What human reason is  thus proved  
to  he too ignorant  and top weak to  dec ide,  the  Bible  
under t ake s  to  s e t t l e ;  tha t  which  no  human au thor i ty  
c a n  a d j ud i c a t e  upon ,  t h e  o r a c l e  o f  Go d  e xp l i c i t l y,  
impera t ive ly,  and in f a l l ibly,  deter mines  for  a l l  and for  
eve r .  P re c i ou s  B i b l e ,  i f  o n l y  f o r  t h i s !  T h e  va g r a n t  
spir it  of man is seen wander ing from God, the fountain  
o f  b l i s s ,  roaming  th rough  th i s  ‘ d r y  and  th i r s t y  l and ,  
where  no  wa te r  i s ’ ;  anx ious ly  look ing  fo r  happ ine s s ,  
but  never  f inding i t ;  coming of ten to  spr ings  tha t  a re  
dr y,  and to  c i s te r ns  tha t  a re  broken,  t i l l  wear y  o f  the  
pursuit and disappointed in its hopes, it is ready to g ive  
up a l l  in  despa i r,  and reconci le  i t se l f  to miser y,  under  
the  no t ion  tha t  happ ine s s  i s  bu t  a  name.  In  th i s  s ad  
and hopeless mood, the victim of g r ief and despondency  
i s  met by the Bible,  which takes  him by the hand, and  
leads  him to the founta in of  l iv ing water s .  Such i s  the  
des ign of  th i s  ext raordinar y  book,  to  show f i r s t  o f  a l l  
wha t  w i l l  no t  make  man  happy,  and  then  wha t  w i l l .  
Upon al l  the most coveted possess ions of  this  world,  i t  
pronounces the solemn and impressive sentence, ‘Vanity  
o f  van i t i e s ,  a l l  i s  van i ty ’ .  I t  in te r roga te s  s ing ly  ever y  
cove ted  ob jec t  o f  human de s i re,  and  a sk s ,  ‘Wha t  a re  
you?’ only to receive the melancholy answer,  ‘Vani ty ’ .  
Or i f ,  deceptively,  they return another answer,  i t  tur ns  
to the man who has possessed and proved them al l ,  and  
he  cont rad ic t s  the i r  t e s t imony,  and  mour n fu l ly  c r i e s ,  
‘They are vanity’.

In the beg inning of the book, Solomon g ives this  out  
a s  the  f i r s t  par t  o f  h i s  sub jec t ,  and then twenty t imes 
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repeat s  i t ,  and of tener  s t i l l  a l ludes  to  i t  in  the  cour se  
of  hi s  deta i l s ;  and when he has  f ini shed his  proofs  and  
illustrations, he formally re-announces it in his peroration.  
He does not by this sentence intend to pass any censure  
on the works of nature, the dispensations of Providence,  
o r  t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  m a n ’s  s o c i a l  e x i s t e n c e .  A l l  
things are good in their nature, relations, and designs as  
God or ig inal ly made them; but man’s s infulness render s  
a l l  cor r upt  to  h im;  he  makes  those  th ings  to  be  ends  
which were only intended to be means; rests  in what i s  
subordinate instead of going on to that which is supreme;  
a nd  a bu s e s  t h a t  wh i ch  i s  g r a n t e d  h im  on l y  t o  u s e .  
Solomon shows in this  book, that nothing on ear th can  
s a t i s f y  t he  sou l  o f  man ,  a s  i t s  s up reme  good .  Th ree  
thousand year s  near ly have passed away s ince he wrote.  
Science has multiplied its discover ies, ar t its inventions,  
and l i te ra ture  i t s  product ions ;  c iv i l i s a t ion has  opened  
new sources  o f  luxur y,  and ingenui ty  has  added innu- 
merable g ratif ications of appetite and of taste, unknown  
even to Solomon; every domain of nature has been ex- 
plored, and every conceivable exper iment been made, to  
e x to r t  f rom he r  n ew  mean s  o f  en j oymen t ,  a nd  new  
secrets of happiness;  but st i l l  the hear t of man conf irms  
the test imony of the king of Israel ,  and the exper ience  
o f  t h e  human  r a c e  p ro l ong s  t h e  c e l l o  o f  h i s  wo rd s ,  
‘Vanity of vanities, all is vanity’.

This ,  however,  i s  only the negat ive v iew of  the sub- 
ject,  i f  a l l  these are vanity and not good, what i s  good,  
and i s  there any thing which rea l ly deserves the name?  
There i s ,  and i t  i s  the des ign of  thi s  por t ion of  Scr ip- 
t u re  t o  reve a l  a nd  t o  d e c l a re  i t .  Wha t  i s  i t ?  Wha t ,  
that i s  to sett le the question, and reveal to the children  
of  men the nature and the source of  happiness?  What , 
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tha t  i s  to  te r mina te  the  wear y  pur su i t s ,  to  rev ive  the  
languid hopes, and to g rati fy the anxious desires, of the  
destitute and sor rowing children of men, hunger ing and  
t h i r s t i n g  a f t e r  b l i s s ?  W h a t ?  Wi s d o m .  T h a t  w i s d o m  
o f  wh ich  I  spoke  in  the  l a s t  chap te r,  a s  con s t i tu t ing  
the  sub j ec t  o f  the  book  o f  P rove rb s :  be tween  which  
por tion of Scr ipture and this Book of Ecclesiastes there  
i s  so  c lo se  a  re semblance  o f  de s ign  and cons t r uc t ion .  
Bu t  wha t  i s  w i sdom?  He  h imse l f  dec l a re s  in  the  l a s t  
chapter,  where  he  sums up the  whole  o f  what  he  had  
sa id ,  ‘Let  us  hear  the conclus ion of  the whole matter :  
Fear  God and keep hi s  commandments ,  for  th i s  i s  the  
w h o l e  d u t y  o f  m a n ’ .  T h e  f i r s t  s i x  c h a p t e r s  o f  t h e  
book g ive negative views of happiness, and are intended  
a s  i l lu s t r a t ions  o f  the  dec l a r a t ion ,  ‘A l l  i s  van i ty : ’ the  
remainder  i s  devoted to the i l lu s t ra t ion of  the nature,  
exce l l ence,  and  bene f i c i a l  e f f e c t s  o f  t r ue  w i sdom or  
re l ig ion.  Thi s  then,  a f te r  a l l  the  inquir ie s  o f  phi loso- 
pher s ,  i s  the  ch ie f  good,  t r ue  re l ig ion.  Thi s  su i t s  the  
nature, meets the wants,  a l leviates the sor rows, sat i s f ies  
the  de s i re s ,  o f  the  human sou l ,  and i s  i t s  por t ion for  
eve r.  Th i s  f ind s  man  depraved ,  and  make s  h im ho ly ;  
f inds him litt le, and makes him great; f inds him ear thly,  
and ra i se s  h im to heaven.  Thi s  leads  the human sp i r i t  
through the media t ion of  Chr i s t ,  into the presence of  
the infinite, eternal, omnipotent, and all-sufficient Author  
o f  i t s  ex i s t ence,  and  by  the  t e a ch ing  and  a i d  o f  t he  
Ho ly  Sp i r i t ,  impe l s  and  he lp s  h im to  s ay,  ‘Thou  a r t  
a  my por t ion ,  O my God.  Thy f avour  i s  l i f e,  and thy  
loving kindness i s  better than l i fe.  Thou ar t the centre,  
the rest, the home of my heart.’

Perhaps  we sha l l  be t te r  under s t and th i s  book ‘ i f  we  
suppose  tha t  the  au thor  a t  eve r y  s t ep  i s  mee t ing  the 
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a rgument s  o f  an  ob jec tor,  who contends  tha t  appear- 
ances ,  in the present world,  are such as  to exclude the  
idea of a super intending Providence, to confound toge- 
ther, without discr imination as to their f ate or for tunes,  
their mer it or deser t, the wise and the foolish, goodness  
and sin; thus destroying al l  rational hope for the future,  
and leaving nothing better  to man than that  he should  
eat and dr ink, and enjoy himself  here as well  as he can.  
The author meets ,  examines ,  and answer s  these objec- 
t ions ,  by expos ing the unsat i s f actor iness  of  mere plea- 
sure, and insis t s  on the regal i ty and supremacy of duty.’  
Th i s  v i ew o f  the  de s i gn  and  the  con s t r uc t ion  o f  the  
book wil l  remove that  appearance of  an atheis t ic  spir i t  
which seems,  in the view of  objector s ,  to character i se  
some passages.

Having considered the design of the book, and thrown,  
I  hope,  some l ight  upon what  appear s  a  l i t t le  enigma- 
t i c a l ,  I  w i l l  p ro c e ed  t o  t a ke  up  t h e  s ub j e c t  o f  t h i s  
chapter, and consider success or failure in business.

I  wil l  suppose the case of two young men sett ing out  
in l i fe with equal  advantages as  to capita l ,  connexions,  
a nd  p ro s p e c t s .  They  h ave  gone  t h rough  t h e i r  t e r m  
o f  app ren t i c e sh ip,  and  the  in t e r med i a t e  s t age  o f  the  
shopman or  the  c l e rk ,  and  have  commenced  bus ine s s  
f o r  t hemse l ve s .  One  o f  t hem succeed s ,  a  p rop i t i ou s  
gale seems to f i l l  his sai l s ,  and a f avourable t ide to f low  
in, to help him onward in his course from the very time  
o f  s a i l ing .  He makes  a  p ro sperous  voyage,  and  en te r s  
s a f e l y  i n t o  h a r bou r  w i t h  a  r i ch  c a r go.  H i s  bu s i n e s s  
f lour ishes, his capital  increases,  he r ises to competency,  
to respectabi l i ty,  perhaps  to weal th.  His  in f luence and  
h i s  r a nk  i n  s o c i e t y  ke ep  p a c e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  w i t h  t h e  
i n c re a s e  o f  h i s  opu l ence.  Such  c a s e s  o f t en  occu r  i n 
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th i s  t r ad ing  and commerc ia l  count r y.  I t  i s  on ly  a  few  
day s  s ince  I  wa s  v i s i t ing  a  f r i end  in  a  town not  ve r y  
remote, who has recently taken a large house and beauti- 
ful  g rounds,  having come to the town with only a few  
shi l l ings in his pocket. While in this humble condition,  
one  day  on  gaz ing  a t  a  man s ion  and  i t s  su r round ing  
l awn through the  opened  ga te s ,  he  f e l t  the  k ind l ing s  
of  des ire and ambit ion in his  soul ,  and sa id to himsel f ,  
‘ I  wi l l  one  day  pos se s s  such  a  p l ace  a s  tha t  i f  I  c an ’ .  
He was  an indus t r ious  young man,  got  on in  l i fe ;  be- 
came a true Chr istian, a prosperous tradesman, and now  
i s  dwel l ing in  e legance in  the house  and enjoying the  
g round s  wh i ch  exc i t ed  h i s  d e s i re s ;  and  wha t  i s  s t i l l  
be t te r,  i s  g iv ing God the g lor y  o f  a l l ,  and sanct i fy ing  
h i s  p ro spe r i t y  by  Chr i s t i an  l i be r a l i t y.  He  i s  a l so  the  
deacon of a Chr ist ian church. I might mention another  
pious individual, of large for tune, and a member of par- 
l iament,  who was once a boy in a  Sunday-school .  And  
indeed, such instances of success are numerous.

There  i s ,  however,  a  da rk  rever se  to  a l l  th i s ,  which  
sometimes occur s ,  I  mean an ear ly f a i lure.  In thi s  case  
the vessel has no sooner left por t than it encounters un- 
favourable winds, is tossed upon the billows by tempests,  
and dashed upon the rock, or s tranded upon the shore,  
becomes a  wreck.  The bus iness  commenced with hope  
t e r mina te s  in  d i s appo in tment ,  and  the  young  t r ade s - 
man  i s  soon  conver t ed  in to  a  young  bankr up t .  Th i s ,  
in  such a  countr y a s  our s ,  i s  no uncommon case.  May  
i t ,  Young  Men ,  n eve r  b e  you r s .  I t  i s  i mpo r t a n t  t o  
i nqu i re  i n to  the  c au s e s  f o r  th i s  d i f f e rence  o f  re su l t .  
I  p u t  a s i d e  t h e  i d e a  o f  c h a n c e .  T h e r e  i s  n o  s u c h  
th ing  in  ou r  wor ld ,  none  in  na tu re,  none  in  human  
a f f a i r s .  We  mu s t  no t  e xp l a i n  t h e  ma t t e r  by  s av i n g , 
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‘ I t  was  jus t  a s  i t  happened.  One was  a  lucky man and  
the  o the r  an  un lucky  one.’ Luck ,  i f  i t  mean  no th ing  
more than an event of which the cause i s  not apparent,  
i s  a  t e r m  th a t  may  be  emp loyed  w i thou t  e r ro r ;  bu t  
i f  i t  means,  as  i t  general ly does,  an event which has no  
cause at  a l l ,  a  mere chance, i t  i s  a  bad word, a heathen  
t e r m .  D rop  i t  f rom  you r  voc abu l a r y.  Tr u s t  no th i ng  
to luck, and expect nothing from it .  Avoid al l  practical  
dependence upon i t  or i t s  kindred words,  f a te,  chance,  
for tune.  True i t  i s ,  tha t  succes s  or  f a i lure  in  bus ines s ,  
a s  in  other  th ings ,  depends  o f ten upon a  concur rence  
o f  c i rcums t ance s ,  wh ich  no  human  p re s c i ence  cou ld  
foresee,  and no human sagaci ty could ar range;  but thi s  
i s  not  chance,  luck ,  f a te,  or  for tune,  but  Prov idence.  
There  i s  much o f  P rov idence  in  eve r y  man ’s  h i s to r y,  
a nd  more  o f  a  f avou r i ng  P rov i d ence  i n  s ome  men ’s  
h i s t o r y  th an  i n  o the r s .  ‘The  l o t  i s  c a s t  i n to  the  l ap  
(or urn, the usual way of drawing lots)  but the disposal  
t h e reo f  i s  o f  t h e  Lo rd .’ P rov i d en c e  no  doub t  g ive s  
a dvan t a ge s  t o  s ome  wh i ch  i t  doe s  no t  b e s t ow  upon  
other s .  Scr ipture i s  fu l l  of  ins tances  of  thi s  kind.  How  
consp icuous  was  Providence  in  the  h i s tor y  o f  Jo seph!  
How man i f e s t  i n  the  l i f e  o f  Mose s !  How remarkabl e  
i n  t h e  advancemen t  o f  Dav i d  and  Mordec a i !  I n  o r - 
d i n a r y  l i f e  we  s e e  t h e  s a m e  k i n d  a n d  u n e x p e c t e d  
inter pos i t ions  on beha l f  o f  some f avoured indiv idua l s .  
Throughout the whole range of Scr ipture, prosper ity i s  
spoken of as the g i f t  of God, as matter of prayer where  
i t  i s  des i red and of  g ra te fu l  acknowledgment  where i t  
i s  po s s e s s ed .  ‘The  r i ch  and  the  poor  mee t  toge the r,  
but  the  Lord i s  the  maker  o f  them a l l ’ :  not  mere ly  a s  
men, but as  r ich and poor.  Therefore bel ieve in Provi- 
d e n c e .  ‘ I n  a l l  t hy  way s  a c k n ow l e d g e  h i m ,  a n d  h e 
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sha l l  d i re c t  t hy  p a th s .  I t  i s  t he  b l e s s i ng  o f  t he  Lo rd  
t h a t  m a ke t h  r i c h .’ L o o k  u p  f o r  t h a t  b l e s s i n g  b y  
con s t an t ,  e a r ne s t ,  b e l i ev ing  p r aye r.  En t e r  upon  l i f e  
devoutIy be l iev ing in God,  a s  the God of  Providence.  
Do noth ing  upon which  you cannot  a sk  h i s  b l e s s ing ,  
and  then  s e ek  h i s  b l e s s i ng  upon  eve r y th ing  you  do.  
N eve r  f o r g e t  yo u r  d e p e n d e n c e  u p o n  h i m .  H e  c a n  
exa l t  you  to  p ro spe r i t y,  o r  s i nk  you  in to  the  l owe s t  
depth  o f  adver s i ty.  He can make ever y th ing to  which  
you  s e t  you r  h and  t o  p ro s p e r,  o r  t o  f a i l .  Devou t l y  
acknowledge thi s .  Abjure the inf idel i ty that  shuts  God  
out of his own world.

The re  i s  a  p a s s age,  howeve r,  wh i ch ,  a s  i t  s e ems  to  
f avo u r  a n  o p p o s i t e  v i ew  t o  t h i s ,  I  w i l l  e x p l a i n .  ‘ I  
returned, and saw under the sun, that the race is not to  
the swift,  nor the batt le to the strong; neither yet bread  
to the wise, nor yet r iches to men of understanding, nor  
ye t  f a vo u r  t o  m e n  o f  s k i l l ;  b u t  t i m e  a n d  c h a n g e  
happene th  to  them a l l .’ The  obv ious  mean ing  o f  th i s  
verse is, that while there are some so timid and despond- 
ing as to expect nothing from their exer tions, there are  
other s  so  sanguine,  bold and se l f -conf ident ,  a s  to  fee l  
a lmos t  su re  to  succeed  in  eve r y th ing :  and  wh i l e  the  
p reced ing  ver se  i s  in tended to  s t imula te  the  energ ie s  
of  the for mer,  by showing the benef i t  of  exer t ion, this  
ver se i s  des igned to cheek the proud conf idence of the  
l a t te r,  by  reminding  them,  tha t  the  succe s s  o f  human  
e f f o r t s ,  i s  no t  a lway s  i n  p ropo r t i on  to  t he i r  ab i l i t y.  
‘ T i m e  a n d  c h a n c e  h a p p e n  t o  a l l .’ T h e r e  a r e  t i m e s  
propitious and unpropitious in the history of al l ,  for the  
accompl i shment  o f  our  pur pose s ,  over  which  we can  
have  no  command or  con t ro l :  and  an  end le s s  va r i e ty  
of  c ircumstances ,  which, as  they could not be foreseen 
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and cannot be control led,  may appear l ike chance,  and  
which may frustrate the wisest  plans,  and render nuga- 
tor y the most  indus t r ious  exer t ions .  Al l  i s  Providence  
in  de te r min ing  re su l t s .  So  tha t  f rom th i s  we l l -known  
and frequent ly quoted passage,  we are not to conclude  
there i s  no adaptat ion of means to ends;  no cor respon- 
dence between the qualities and actions of men and their  
results ;  that there i s ,  in f act ,  no super ior probabi l i ty of  
succe s s  fo r  the  swi f t  more  than  fo r  the  s low;  fo r  the  
s t rong  mo re  t h an  f o r  t h e  we ak ;  f o r  t h e  i n t e l l i g en t  
m o r e  t h a n  f o r  t h e  i g n o r a n t ;  f o r  t h e  s k i l f u l  m o r e  
t h a n  f o r  t h e  f o o l i s h .  F a r  f ro m  i t .  Fo r  i f  t h i s  we re  
the  ca se,  fo re thought ,  in te l l i gence,  indus t r y,  were  a l l  
u s e l e s s ,  a  l a r g e  po r t i on  o f  S c r i p tu re  wou ld  be  con- 
t r ad i c t ed  by  i t s e l f ,  and  the  pa s s age  p roved  f a l s e  by  a  
re ference to examples  cons tant ly  occur r ing before  us .  
The  mean ing  ev i den t l y  i s ,  t h a t  t hough  the s e  qua l i - 
t i e s  t end  to  succe s s ,  t hey  c anno t  a c tu a l l y  en su re  i t .  
Such a  pas sage i s  not  intended to di scourage indust r y,  
but  on ly  to  check a  sp i r i t  o f  p roud se l f - re l i ance :  not  
to  repre s s  the  energ ie s  and  the  cha s tened  conf idence  
o f  t h e  r a t i o n a l  m a n ,  bu t  t o  c a l l  i n t o  e xe r c i s e  t h e  
c a u t i o n  a n d  t h e  p i e t y  o f  t h e  d e p e n d e n t  o n e .  I t  
i s  e ve r  t o  b e  r e m e m b e r e d ,  t h a t  P rov i d e n c e  wo r k s  
by  mean s ,  and  the  mean s  emp loyed  a re  tho s e  wh i ch  
po s s e s s  an  ad ap t a t i on  t o  p roduce  t he  end  i n t ended .  
And s ince  God ha s  appoin ted  means  to  be  employed ,  
we do as much homage to him in using them, as we do  
in depending upon him for their success;  in the one we  
honour his wisdom, and in the other his power. Hence,  
t h e re f o re ,  we  mu s t ,  i n  o rd i n a r y  c a s e s ,  l ook  f o r  t h e  
means  o f  succe s s ,  and  the  cau se s  o f  f a i lu re,  in  men ’s  
own conduct. This is true both in spir itual and temporal 
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t h i n g s ;  a n d  i s  a s  t r u e  i n  o n e  a s  t h e  o t h e r ,  f o r  
the God of nature and providence i s  the God of g race,  
and  the re  i s  an  ana logy  be tween  the  me thod s  o f  h i s  
p rocedure  in  the se  two depar tment s  o f  h i s  ac t ion .  In  
e a ch ,  s e cond  c au s e s  a re  emp loyed ;  a nd  i n  e a ch  t h e  
mean s  a re  ad ap t ed  to  t he  end .  Le t  u s  t hen  ex amine  
in to  the  cause s  o f  the  two d i f fe rent  re su l t s  o f  succes s  
and failure.

I .  The possess ion or want of  abi l i ty,  c lever ness ,  good  
judgement ,  and  t ac t ,  in  t r ade,  wi l l  o f t en  account  fo r  
success  or f a i lure.  Success  in any depar tment of human  
ac t ion,  wi thout  a  competent  knowledge o f  the  means  
of obtaining it, cannot be expected, and ordinar ily never  
i s  obta ined .  I t  i s  t r ue  an  unusua l  occur rence  o f  what  
are ca l led for tunate c ircumstances ,  may,  in some cases ,  
cont r ibute  to  re su l t s  not  o therwi se  to  be  looked for :  
but they for m the exceptions,  not the rule.  I t  i s  unde- 
s i rable  for  some young per sons  to  be acqua inted wi th  
such cases,  as they may receive from them an unfavour- 
able inf luence,  leading them to t rus t  to what  they ca l l  
l u ck  r a the r  th an  ab i l i t y.  I t  i s  i n  the  o rde r  o f  n a tu re  
for intel l igence combined with industry to succeed, and  
you should not let  an occasional instance of prosperous  
ignorance,  happening now and then,  shake  your  con- 
vict ion of  the necess i ty of  ski l l .  Though in these cases  
the element of knowledge was in smal l  propor t ion, the  
other elements of success in some measure compensated  
for  that  def ic iency by thei r  abundance:  a  combinat ion  
no t  t o  be  expec t ed  i n  you r  c a s e.  A  man  mus t  a t  a l l  
t imes, especial ly in this  age of competit ion, thoroughly  
know not only his own trade, but the pr inciples of trade  
in  gene r a l .  Bu s ine s s  i s  an  a r t  and  a  s c i ence  too,  and  
to succeed he must  be acquainted with both.  He must 
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know how to buy and how to se l l .  He must be a judge  
o f  a r t ic le s  and pr ices .  He must  know the market s  and  
the  t imes .  In  order  to  th i s ,  young  men,  you mus t  be  
thought fu l ,  ob se r van t ,  and  d i l i gen t ,  a s  an  appren t i ce  
and shopman.  You must  be  ne i ther  lover s  o f  p lea sure,  
no r  compan ion s  o f  tho se  tha t  a re.  Nex t  to  re l i g ion ,  
i t  s h o u l d  b e  yo u r  a i m  t o  g a i n  a  c o m p l e t e  m a s t e r y  
o f  your  t rade.  Who are  the men that  usua l ly  succeed?  
Not the dol t s ,  the i l l - in for med,  or  the ha l f- infor med,  
bu t  t h e  we l l - i n f o r med .  Who  a re  t h e  men  t h a t  f a i l ?  
Usual ly you wil l  f ind them not the wel l- infor med, but  
the  ha l f - in for med,  or  the  i l l - in for med.  Even re l ig ion  
i t se l f ,  however eminent,  cannot supply the want of the  
knowledge and the habit s  of  a  good tradesman. Godl i- 
nes s ,  i t  i s  t r ue,  i s  prof i t able  for  a l l  th ings ,  hav ing the  
promise of  the l i fe  that  now i s  and of  that  which i s  to  
c o m e .  B u t  t h e n  i t  i s  n o t  g o d l i n e s s  w i t h o u t  o t h e r  
th ing s ,  bu t  w i th  them.  A  good  and  ho ly  young  man  
is not to expect to succeed by the favour of God, without  
e i ther  indus t r y  or  ab i l i ty.  God’s  b le s s ing  i s  not  to  be  
looked for  a s  a  subs t i tute  for  these.  He does  not  ble s s  
p ious  do l t s ,  in  whom the want  o f  ab i l i ty  i s  the  re su l t  
o f  neg lect .  God wi l l  not  se t  a s ide  the genera l  l aws  by  
which he governs the social world in f avour of relig ion,  
any more than he wil l  those of the natural  world. Even  
a  seraph,  where he incar nate upon ear th,  would,  i f  he  
had  no acqua in tance  wi th  ea r th ly  a f f a i r s ,  make  a  bad  
f a r mer  o r  a  bad  manu f ac tu re r.  Nor  wi l l  the  coun te- 
nance and suppor t  o f  f r iends  lead to  succes s ,  wi thout  
t he  t r ade sman ’s  own sk i l l .  Who c an  he lp  an  incom- 
pe tent  man?  What  fore ign  a id  can  be  a  subs t i tu te  for  
per sonal  abi l i ty? There are some cr ipples  too feeble to  
wa lk ,  even  by  the  he lp  o f  o the r s ,  So  the re  a re  some 
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pe r son s  t oo  i gno r an t  eve r  t o  b e  he l p ed  t o  s u c ceed .  
Cap i t a l  w i l l  no t  do  w i thou t  knowledge.  The  l a r ge s t  
amount of  th i s  wi l l  be soon di s s ipated,  where there i s  
no ski l l  to direct  i t s  employment,  and beware of  over- 
s t o c k i n g  a n d  t r a d i n g  b eyo n d  yo u r  c a p i t a l .  A  ve r y  
f requen t  sou rce  o f  r u in  to  young  t r ade smen  i s  t he i r  
a l lowing t rave l le r s  to  force  upon them too l a rge  pur- 
chases.

I I .  Su c c e s s  o r  f a i l u re  d epend  a  g re a t  d e a l  upon  a  
f avourable  commencement ;  a  good s ta r t .  Thi s  i s  t r ue,  
as  a  genera l  pr inciple,  in appl icat ion to a l l  things .  Bad  
beg innings  may be  repa i red ,  but  they  a re  not  usua l ly.  
A f ir st wrong step is often, i f  not always, the beg inning  
o f  a  s e r i e s  o f  s t e p s  a l l  w rong .  G re a t  c a re ,  c au t i on ,  
circumspection, and forethought, therefore, are necessary  
here.  Many beg in too soon, before they have suf f ic ient  
c ap i t a l  o r  competen t  knowledge.  They  a re  impa t i en t  
to  be  ma s t e r s ,  be fo re  they  a re  p repa red  fo r  i t .  They  
a re  unwi l l ing  to  ‘b ide  the i r  t ime’ ,  and they a l so  mi s- 
ca l cu l a te  the i r  ab i l i t y.  They  a re  be t te r  f i t t ed  to  obey  
t h an  t o  r u l e .  I t  i s  no t  eve r y  good  s e r van t  t h a t  w i l l  
make  an  able  mas te r,  though unques t ionably  the  be s t  
preparat ion for the lat ter i s  the for mer.  He that beg ins  
with l i t t le capita l  and less  exper ience, commences with  
f e a r fu l  d i s advan t age s ,  and  f a i l u re  ha s  o f t en  been  the  
r e s u l t .  O u r  m o s t  s u c c e s s f u l  t r a d e s m e n  h ave  b e e n  
caut ious ,  a s  we l l  a s  able,  men.  They have  begun per- 
haps  wi th l imi ted capi ta l ,  but  they d id not  over- t rade  
with it .  They were wil l ing to creep before they walked;  
to  wa lk  be fore  they ran ;  and to  r un be fore  they f l ed .  
There is  an old Latin proverb, which being interpreted,  
i s ,  ‘We  h a s t e n  by  b e i n g  s l ow ’ .  Beg i nn i ng  we l l  i s  a  
g reat  thing,  next to ending wel l ;  and the one leads  on 
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t o  t h e  o t h e r .  L e t  t h e re ,  t h e n ,  b e  mu c h  r e f l e c t i o n ,  
much counse l ,  much prayer  in  such an impor tant  s tep  
a s  c o m m e n c i n g  bu s i n e s s  f o r  yo u r s e l f .  A s  t h i s ,  l i ke  
mar r i age,  i s  a  s t ep  fo r  l i f e,  l e t  i t  be  t aken wi th  ca re,  
and think no t ime lost ,  or too long, which is  necessary  
to enable you to tread f irmly and steadily at the outset.  
For one that has repented of beginning too late, ten have  
repen ted  tha t  they  began  too  soon .  Nex t  to  s eek ing  
counsel from God, by earnest and believing prayer, seek  
the advice of  d i s interes ted wise and exper ienced men.  
A  young  man  came  to  me  some yea r s  ago,  to  ge t  an  
introduct ion to any f r iend whom I might  know in the  
neighbourhood in which he wished to engage in business,  
and who would be wi l l ing to g ive him counse l  on the  
p ro b a b l e  s u c c e s s  o f  a  c o n c e r n  w h i c h  h e  h a d  s o m e  
thought s  o f  t ak ing .  I  gave  h im a  l e t t e r  to  one  o f  the  
mo s t  c a p ab l e  men  i n  t h e  coun t r y,  who  ve r y  k i nd l y  
received him, and very wisely and earnestly advised him  
to abandon the project .  But he had set  hi s  hear t  upon  
i t ,  and ,  in  oppos i t ion to  the  counse l  which had been  
g iven h im,  entered upon the  concer n,  f rom which he  
wa s  ve r y  s oon  g l ad  t o  e s c ape  w i thou t  be ing  u t t e r l y  
ruined.  Do not f i r s t  make up your mind,  and then ask  
adv i ce  a f t e rward s .  Rever s e  th i s  o rde r,  and  go  to  the  
oracle first, and defer to its responses.

I I I .  Su c c e s s  a nd  f a i l u re  a re  d ep enden t  upon  d i l i - 
gence on the one hand, or neglect and indolence on the  
other.  For proofs  of  this ,  I  refer you to that  invaluable  
book which was the subject  of  my la s t  chapter,  and to  
yo u r  ow n  r e a s o n  a n d  o b s e r v a t i o n .  I  h ave  a l r e a d y  
quoted one passage from the Proverbs, which says, ‘The  
b l e s s i n g  o f  t h e  Lo rd  make th  r i c h ’ .  I  now  add  t o  i t  
a n o t h e r ,  ‘ T h e  h a n d  o f  t h e  d i l i g e n t  m a ke t h  r i c h ’ . 
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Both are t rue,  and they s tand re la ted to each other,  a s  
t h e  i n s t r umen t a l  a nd  t h e  e f f i c i en t  c au s e .  Man ’s  i n - 
dustry cannot be successful without God’s bless ing, and  
God’s  bles s ing i s  not bestowed without man’s  industr y.  
The  Lo rd ’s  p rov i d en t i a l  v i s i t s  a re  n eve r  g r an t ed  t o  
l o i t e re r s .  Mose s ,  Dav id ,  and  the  shephe rd s  a t  Be th- 
lehem, were al l  keeping their f locks, and Gideon was at  
h i s  threshing f loor,  when God’s  revela t ions  were made  
t o  t h em .  How i s  s l o t h f u l n e s s  e xpo s ed ,  condemned ,  
branded,  in  God’s  book.  Let  a  man have ever  so  good  
a knowledge of his  business ;  let  him beg in with a l l  the  
advan t age  o f  c ap i t a l ,  connec t ion s ,  and  s i tua t ion ;  ye t  
i f  he  be  o f  an  indolent  or  se l f - indulgent  hab i t ;  a  l a te  
r i s e r ;  a  l ove r  o f  p l e a s u re ;  a  go s s i p i ng  n e i ghbou r ;  a  
zea lous  pol i t ica l  par t i san,  more busy in improving the  
Sta te  than in minding hi s  own concer ns ;  he wi l l  soon  
f u r n i s h  ano the r  ev i dence  o f  t h e  t r u th  o f  So lomon ’s  
word s ,  ‘He  becometh  poor  tha t  dea l e th  wi th  a  s l a ck  
h and ’ .  We igh  we l l ,  t hen ,  young  men ,  the  impor t  o f  
th a t  momentou s  word ,  d i l i gence.  You  remember  the  
anecdote of Demosthenes, who, on being asked the f ir st  
g r ace  o f  e locu t ion ,  rep l i ed ,  ‘De l ive r y ’ .  The  s econd?  
‘ D e l i v e r y ’ .  T h e  t h i r d ?  ‘ D e l i v e r y ’ .  S o  i f  a s k e d  
what is  the f ir st  quali f ication of a successful tradesman?  
I  a n s we r  ‘ D i l i g e n c e ’ .  T h e  s e c o n d ?  ‘ D i l i g e n c e ’ .  
The  t h i rd ?  ‘D i l i g en c e ’ .  Wr i t e  i t  upon  you r  h e a r t s .  
Keep i t  ever  before your eyes .  Let  i t  be ever  sounding  
i n  you r  e a r s .  Le t  i t  b e  s a i d  o f  you ,  a s  wa s  a f f i r med  
of  that  admirable  and holy mis s ionar y,  Henry Mar tyn,  
when  he  wa s  a t  co l l ege,  ‘Tha t  he  wa s  known a s  the  
man who never lost an hour’.

I V.  M e t h o d  a n d  s y s t e m  h a ve  m u c h  t o  d o  w i t h  
f a i l u re  o r  s u c c e s s .  I n  t h i s  I  i n c l ude  p romp tne s s ,  a s 
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opposed to procrast inat ion. No habit  can be more f ata l  
to success  than the wretched disposi t ion of postponing  
t i l l  another t ime that which ought to be done, and can  
be  done,  a t  once.  Procra s t ina t ion ha s  r u ined mi l l ions  
f o r  bo t h  wo r l d s .  The re  i s  a  c l a s s  o f  a d ve r b s  wh i ch  
some men appear never to have s tudied,  but which are  
o f  immense  impor tance in  a l l  the  a f f a i r s  both of  t ime  
a n d  e t e r n i t y.  I  m e a n  t h e  wo rd s ,  ‘ i n s t a n t l y ’ ;  ‘ i m - 
m e d i a t e l y ’ ;  ‘ a t  o n c e ’ ;  ‘ n ow ’ ;  f o r  w h i c h  t h ey  h ave  
u n h a p p i l y  s u b s t i t u t e d ,  ‘ p r e s e n t l y ’ ;  ‘ b y  a n d  b ye ’ ;  
‘ t o m o r r ow ’ ;  ‘ a t  s o m e  f u t u r e  t i m e ’ .  Yo u n g  m e n ,  
c a t c h  t h e  i n s p i r a t i on  o f  t h a t  we i gh t y  mono s y l l a b l e  
‘now’ .  Yie ld  to  the  potency  o f  tha t  word  ‘ in s t an t ly ’ .  
But to use a still more business-like term, acquire a habit  
of  ‘d i spatch’ .  And in order  to thi s ,  do not  only some- 
th ing immedia te ly,  but  do immedia te ly  the  th ing tha t  
ought to be done next.  Punctual i ty i s  of immense con- 
sequence.  I t  has  been humourous ly sa id,  ‘Some people  
seem to have been born half an hour after their time, and  
they never fetch it up all their lives’. In the present busy  
age, when business is  so extended and complicated, and  
when, of course, one man is so dependent upon another,  
and oftentimes many upon one, a want of punctuality is  
not only a f ault, but a vice, and a vice which infl icts an  
injury not only upon the transg ressor himself ,  but upon  
o t h e r s  w h o  h ave  b e e n  wa i t i n g  f o r  h i m .  ‘ Yo u  h ave  
caused us to lose an hour’, said a gentlemen to another,  
for whose appearance twelve per sons had been wait ing.  
‘Oh,  tha t  i s  impos s ible,’ rep l ied  the  l aggard ,  ‘ for  i t  i s  
o n l y  f i ve  m i nu t e s  a f t e r  t h e  t i m e .’ ‘ Ve r y  t r u e ,’ wa s  
the rejoinder, ‘but here are twelve of us, each of whom  
h a s  l o s t  f ive  m inu t e s ’ .  He  who  keep s  s e r van t s ,  cu s - 
tomers, or creditor s waiting, through his want of punc-
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tual i ty,  can never prosper.  This  i s  a s  i r re l ig ious as  i t  i s  
injur ious, inasmuch as the apostle has commanded us to  
‘ r e d e e m  t h e  t i m e ’ .  O r d e r  i s  n o  l e s s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  
s y s t em and  succe s s  than  p romptne s s  and  punc tua l i t y.  
Order,  i t  i s  s a id ,  i s  heaven’s  f i r s t  l aw,  an  aphor i sm a s  
true of ear th as i t  i s  of heaven, and as applicable to the  
m ove m e n t s  o f  t r a d e  a s  o f  t h e  s t a r s .  A  p l a c e  a n d  a  
t ime  fo r  eve r y th ing ,  and  eve r y th ing  in  i t s  p l a ce  and  
t i m e ,  i s  t h e  r u l e  o f  eve r y  s u c c e s s f u l  t r a d e s m a n .  A  
d i so rder ly  and  i r regu l a r  man may  be  d i l i gen t ,  tha t  i s  
may be ever  in  a  bus t le,  a  ver y  d i f fe rent  th ing f rom a  
we l l - regu l a ted  ac t iv i ty,  bu t  h i s  want  o f  o rder  de fea t s  
eve r y t h i n g .  The  ma ch i n e r y  o f  h i s  h a b i t s  may  h ave  
velocity and power, but its  movements are ir regular and  
eccentr ic, and therefore unproductive, or productive only  
o f  uncer ta in ,  incomple te,  and somet imes  mi sch ievous  
results .  A disorderly man wastes not only his own time,  
but that of others who are dependent upon, and waiting  
f o r  h i m ;  n o r  d o e s  t h e  wa s t e  s t o p  h e re ,  f o r  w h a t  a  
u se l e s s  expend i tu re  o f  ene rgy  and  a  pa in fu l  s a c r i f i ce  
of comfort are ever going on with him.

V.  Economy has  a  most  powerfu l  in f luence in deter- 
min ing  the  f a i l u re  o r  succe s s  o f  a  young  t r ade sman .  
Thi s  app l ie s  to  per sona l  t rade and domest ic  expenses ,  
and  the  man who wou ld  succeed  in  l i f e  mus t  reduce  
them a l l  to the lowest  prudent  leve l .  In order  to keep  
down the expenses  o f  t rade,  he  must  do wi th a s  l i t t l e  
purcha sed  he lp  a s  he  can ;  and  to  accompl i sh  th i s ,  he  
must  be  a  hard worker  h imse l f ,  t i l l  he  has  a t t a ined to  
that pitch of prosper ity,  when he can do more with his  
eye s  and h i s  ea r s  than  wi th  h i s  hands  and fee t .  As  to  
per sona l  expenses ,  l e t  h im avoid a l l  unneces sa r y  con- 
sumpt ion o f  money in  dre s s  and or nament s .  Le t  i t  be 
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no par t of your ambition, young men, to be noticed and  
admired  fo r  mat te r s  o f  th i s  k ind .  I t  i s  a  ve r y  g rove l - 
l ing ambit ion to be complimented for that  with which  
the draper,  the mercer,  and the jewel ler,  may bedizen  
the  ver ie s t  foo l  in  ex i s t ence.  How mean and pe t ty  i s  
foppery, compared with an enlightened mind, a dignif ied  
cha r a c t e r,  and  the  beau t i e s  o f  ho l ine s s .  I  am no t  an  
advocate  for  e i ther  meannes s  or  s lovenl ines s .  Cleanl i- 
n e s s  a nd  n e a t n e s s  bo rd e r  upon  v i r t u e ,  a s  e x c e s s i ve  
f o pp e r y  a nd  e xp en s iven e s s  do  upon  v i c e .  I t  i s  un - 
wor thy  o f  a  f ema le  to  be  inord ina te ly  fond  o f  d re s s ;  
but for a man to love f inery is despicable indeed. Avoid  
a l so  the  love  o f  p lea sure,  fo r  ‘he  tha t  love th  p lea sure  
sha l l  be a  poor man’ .  Never were t ruer  words  ut tered.  
The  man  who  i s  ben t  upon  wha t  i s  c a l l ed  ‘ en joy ing  
h i m s e l f ’ ,  w h o  w i l l  h ave  h i s  b o o n  c o m p a n i o n s ,  h i s  
amusemen t s ,  and  h i s  f requen t  s e a son s  o f  re c re a t i on ;  
who  i s  f ond  o f  p a r t i e s ,  en t e r t a i nmen t s ,  t h e  g am ing  
table, the bal l  room, the concer t,  and the theatre; i s  on  
the h igh road to pover ty  in  th i s  wor ld ,  and to he l l  in  
t he  nex t .  Le t  t he  l ove r  o f  p l e a su re  re ad  the  h i s t o r y  
of  Sampson in the Old Testament ,  and of  the Prodiga l  
in the New; and a l so let  him turn back to the i l lustra- 
t ions  conta ined in the la s t  chapter.  I f  you would have  
e c o n o m i c a l  h a b i t s  a s  a  m a s t e r ,  c u l t i va t e  t h e m  a s  a  
s e r v a n t .  B e g i n  n ow  a n d  p e r s e ve r e .  B u t  yo u  m u s t  
car r y out the pr inciple of economy into your domest ic  
e s t abl i shment .  Fr uga l i ty  in  the  house  i s  a  v i r tue,  and  
ex t r avagance  a  v i ce.  I f  you  wou ld  have  e l egance  and  
luxur ies at the close of l i fe, be content with necessar ies  
a t  the beg inning of  i t .  He that  must  have super f lu i t ie s  
a t  the  beg inning ,  wi l l  in  a l l  p robab i l i ty  have  sca rce ly  
comfo r t s  a t  t h e  end .  Le t  you r  f u r n i t u re ,  you r  s t y l e 
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o f  l iv ing ,  your  who le  domes t i c  e s t ab l i shment ,  be  a l l  
ar ranged upon the pr inciple of a r ig id, though not mean,  
economy.  Never  a im to  cover  over  pover ty  by  ex t r a- 
va g an c e ,  no r  a dop t  t h e  f a l s e  p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  d a s h  i s  
nece s s a r y  to  succe s s .  Such  conduc t  o f t en  de f e a t s  i t s  
own end, by exciting suspicion and undermining credit.  
Wise  c red i tor s  have  keen and v ig i l an t  eye s ,  tha t  look  
not only at the shop, but penetrate into the dining and  
d rawing  room,  and  thus  wa tch  the  mode  o f  l iv ing  a s  
wel l  a s  o f  doing bus ines s .  They dea l  more readi ly  and  
upon bet ter  ter ms with the f r uga l  man,  than with the  
ex t ravagant  one.  The ba s i s  o f  c red i t  i s  l a id  in  econo- 
mica l  s impl ic i ty  and p la in  l iv ing,  not  in  unsubs tant ia l  
sp l endour ;  ju s t  a s  the  founda t ion  o f  a  house  cons i s t s  
o f  unador ned br ick s  and unscu lp tured  s tone,  and not  
of carved and g i lded wood. It  i s  the di l igent and frugal  
man who is  considered the trustwor thy one. But while  
I  recommend economy, I  would with equal  force con- 
demn meanness ;  and reprobate,  with s t ronger language  
s t i l l ,  a  want of  pr inciple.  There have been men of f ine  
talents, and otherwise excellent character, who have well  
nigh ruined themselves by a spir i t  of mean and starvel- 
ing economy, which g rudged the very means of success.  
There have been even profes s ing Chr i s t ians ,  and some  
of g reat benevolence too, who, from education or habit,  
have  been so  mean in  some o f  the i r  pecunia r y  t r an s- 
act ions ,  a s  to throw a dark shade over  thei r  character.  
Economy, when r ig id, has not unfrequently degenerated  
i n t o  s o r d i d  av a r i c e .  H e n c e  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  yo u r  
be ing  on your  guard  aga in s t  the  meanes t  o f  a l l  v ice s ,  
the most despicable of al l  pass ions, and the most insati- 
able  o f  a l l  appet i te s ,  an exces s ive  love of  money.  I t  i s  
very str iking to observe how seemingly opposite dispositions 
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a re  b a l a n c ed  i n  t h e  wo rd  o f  God .  How i s  i n du s t r y  
commended and slothfulness condemned in that precious  
vo lume;  and yet  in  tha t  s ame Book i t  i s  s a id ,  ‘Labour  
n o t  t o  b e  r i c h ’ ;  ‘ L a b o u r  n o t  f o r  t h e  b r e a d  t h a t  
p e r i s h e t h ’ ;  ‘ L ay  no t  up  f o r  you r s e l ve s  t r e a s u re s  on  
e a r t h ’ ;  ‘They  t h a t  w i l l  b e  r i ch  f a l l  i n t o  t emp t a t i on  
and  a  sna re,  and  in to  many  foo l i sh  and  hur t fu l  l u s t s  
which drown men in destruction; for the love of money  
i s  the root  of  a l l  evi l ,  which whi le  some have coveted  
after, they have er red from the f aith, and pierced them- 
s e l ve s  t h ro u g h  w i t h  m a ny  s o r row s ’ .  D o e s  n o t  t h i s  
l o o k  l i ke  c o n t r a d i c t i o n ?  I f  i t  d o e s ,  i t  i s  n o t  s o  i n  
real i ty.  These seemingly opposing passages are intended  
to teach us that we are neither to despise money nor to  
be fond of i t .  I  know it  i s  di f f icult  to def ine covetous- 
n e s s ;  t o  d r aw  t h e  l i n e  w i t h  p re c i s i o n  b e t we e n  t h e  
idolatry and contempt of wealth; and to state that exact  
regard  to  money which indus t r y  requi re s  to  s t imula te  
and reward i t s  energ ies ,  and which both reason and re- 
ve la t ion ju s t i fy.  When,  however,  wea l th  i s  cons idered  
as the chief end of l i fe, and is sought exclusively, to the  
en t i re  neg l ec t  o f  re l i g ion ;  when  i t  i s  pu r sued  a t  the  
expense  o f  pr inc ip le  and honour ;  when i t  i s  the  f i r s t  
thing coveted,  and the las t  thing re l inquished; when i t  
i s  loved for i t s  own sake, instead of i t s  uses ;  when i t  i s  
hoa rded  f o r  t he  s ake  o f  me re  a c cumu l a t i on ,  i n s t e ad  
o f  be ing  d i f fu s ed  fo r  God ’s  g lo r y  and  man ’s  bene f i t ;  
when i t  i s  rega rded  a s  the  s t andard  o f  ind iv idua l  im- 
po r t ance  bo th  f o r  ou r s e l ve s  and  o the r s ;  i t  h a s  t h en  
become the tyrant of the soul,  which it  has enslaved, i t  
may be with fetter s of s i lver and gold, but which is not  
the less a miserable bond-slave because of the splendour  
and value of its manacles.
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V I .  Pe r s e v e r a n c e  i s  a l s o  n e c e s s a r y  t o  s u c c e s s .  
Without this  nothing good or g reat  can be achieved in  
ou r  wo r l d .  Su c c e s s  i s  no t  s o  much  a  c re a t i on ,  a s  a  
g r a d u a l  f o r m a t i o n ;  a  s l ow  d e p o s i t .  I n  bu s i n e s s  i t  
usua l ly  proceeds  on the pr inc ip le  of  ar i thmet ica l  pro- 
gression, till at a certain stage, and in some few instances,  
i t  changes  i t s  r a t io  o f  increa se  to  tha t  o f  geometr ica l  
p rog re s s ion .  The  a s cen t  in  l i f e  i s  u sua l l y  the  reve r s e  
o f  tha t  o f  a  mounta in .  In  the  l a t t e r  ca se  the  s t eepe s t  
p a r t  i s  ne a r  t he  summi t ;  i n  the  fo r mer,  a t  t he  b a s e.  
Bo th ,  however,  requ i re  pe r s eve r ance.  He  tha t  wou ld  
succeed, must not expect to reach his object by a l ight,  
ea sy,  and e la s t ic  bound,  but  by many a  succes s ive  and  
wear y s tep,  and occas iona l ly,  perhaps ,  by a  s tep back- 
ward s .  He  mus t  go  on  somet imes  amid s t  d i s courage- 
men t ,  and  a lway s  w i th  l abou r.  The re  a re  s ome  who  
cannot  succeed ,  becau se  they  wi l l  no t  wa i t  fo r  i t .  I f  
success does not come at f ir st, they will not follow after  
i t .  T h ey  a r e  a s  i m p a t i e n t  a s  t h e  f o o l i s h  c h i l d  t h a t  
sowed his seed in the morning, and went to bed hopeless  
and crying because he did not see it spr ing ing up before  
sun s e t .  Be  eve r  hope fu l ,  p r aye r fu l ,  and  pe r s eve r ing .  
‘ I n  t h e  m o r n i n g  s ow  t hy  s e e d ,  a n d  i n  t h e  eve n i n g  
withhold not  thy hand,  for  thou knowest  not  whether  
sha l l  prosper  e i ther  thi s  or  that ,  or  whether  they both  
sha l l  be  a l ike  good.’ ‘Behold  the  husbandman wai te th  
f o r  t h e  p r e c i o u s  f r u i t  o f  t h e  e a r t h ,  a n d  h a t h  l o n g  
patience for it. Be ye also patient.’

V I I .  T h e  p o s s e s s i o n  o r  t h e  wa n t  o f  r e l i g i o n  w i l l  
h ave  con s ide r ab l e  i n f l uence  in  p roduc ing  succe s s  o r  
f a i l u re.  Not  tha t  I  mean  to  s ay  a l l  re l i g iou s  pe r son s  
w i l l  be  p ro spe rous ,  and  tha t  a l l  i r re l i g iou s  one s  wi l l  
s ink to adver s i ty.  But that piety contains most of those 
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qualities which tend to success, while sin, where it leads  
on ,  a s  i t  f requent ly  does ,  to  v ice,  tends  to  r u in .  God  
has  bet ter  promises  than of  wea l th and honour for  h i s  
people,  even of  g lor y ever la s t ing;  but  then,  godl ines s ,  
a s  I  have  o f t en  s a id ,  ha s  the  p romi se  o f  the  l i f e  tha t  
now i s ,  a s  we l l  a s  o f  tha t  which i s  to  come.  Wisdom,  
as  we saw in the las t  chapter,  has r iches and honour in  
he r  r i gh t  hand  fo r  many  who submi t  to  he r  sway.  I t  
i s  qu i te  cer ta in  tha t  those  who have  come to  pover ty  
and  r a in  have  been  d r agged  down by  in iqu i ty,  wh i l e  
many have succeeded who owed their prosper ity to their  
p i e t y.  We  h ave  e x amp l e s  o f  t h i s  i n  ho l y  S c r i p t u re .  
Relig ion made Joseph prosper in the house of Potiphar,  
and ra i sed him to the eminence he obta ined in Egypt .  
Relig ion elevated David to the throne of Israel. Relig ion  
made Daniel pr ime minister of Babylon. Relig ion made  
Nehemiah gover nor of  Judea.  And a l though we should  
not  expect  such rewards ,  i t  may s t i l l  br ing prosper i ty.  
I t  i s  the parent  o f  v i r tue,  the protector  of  hea l th ,  the  
nur se of  economy, the patron of industr y,  the guardian  
of  integ r i ty,  the prompter  of  knowledge,  and thus  the  
guide to success and the helper of prosperity.

And now le t  me se t  be fore  you the  two young men  
whom I  have supposed to se t  out  in  l i fe  together,  the  
one actual ly f a i l ing, and the other succeeding, in busi- 
ne s s .  Fa i lu re  i s  a  word ,  in  such  an  app l i c a t ion  o f  i t ,  
p regnan t  wi th  t e r ro r s .  What  a  va r i e ty,  compl i ca t ion ,  
and depth of sor rows, are there in that very simple, and  
not uncommon express ion,  ‘He has  f a i led in bus iness ’ .  
You are happily unable by ref lection, may you never be  
ab l e  by  expe r i ence,  t o  g r a sp  th a t  comprehen s ion  o f  
wre tchednes s .  Now,  young men.  I  p re sent  the  fea r fu l  
subject ,  the dreadfu l  poss ib i l i ty  to you,  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  to 
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excite a desire, an anxiety, an earnest solicitude, that in  
your case i t  may never be real i sed. Prevention i s  better  
t h an  cu re.  I t  i s  e a s i e r  t o  ave r t  r u in  by  indu s t r y  and  
economy,  than  to  b r ing  back  p ro spe r i t y  when  i t  ha s  
once depar ted. Be this  eas ier task,  then, your f i r s t  care  
and endeavour.  For you, ruin i s  yet ,  happi ly,  only pic- 
tured;  a  scene for the imag inat ion to contemplate:  ex- 
cept, indeed, as the reality is seen in the history of some  
acqua intance.  Though i t  i s  not  wel l  to  f i l l  your  mind  
with dark imag inings and gloomy forebodings, lest such  
thoughts become predictions, and the predictions ver ify,  
by  fu l f i l l ing ,  themse lve s ,  ye t  i s  i t  we l l  to  look a t  the  
dreadful picture, in order not indeed to quai l  before i t ,  
but  to  br ing up your  mind to th i s  deter minat ion:  ‘By  
God’s g race upon my own intel l igence, industry, econo- 
my,  and per severance,  th i s  sha l l  never  be  my lo t ;  but  
i f ,  in the myster ies  of  Providence,  i t  should bef a l l  me,  
it shall not be made more dreadful by the venom of self- 
reproach, it shall  come from the ordination of God, and  
not from my own misconduct’.

S t i l l  I  w i l l  s u p p o s e  t h a t  yo u  m ay,  a n d  t h a t  s o m e  
o f  you  wi l l ,  f a i l .  What  then?  The  an swer  to  th i s  de- 
pends  upon the causes  o f  the d i sa s ter.  I  wi l l  not  deny  
that  thi s ,  in some cases ,  i s  to be traced ent i re ly to the  
di spensat ions of  Providence,  without any blame to the  
individual himsel f .  I  would not break the bruised reed,  
by heaping censure upon one who i s  an object  of  p i ty  
a n d  s y m p a t hy.  I  wo u l d  n o t  p o u r  v i n e g a r  i n t o  t h e  
wounds of his  lacerated hear t ,  and quite crush his  bro- 
ken sp i r i t s ,  by te l l ing him that  h i s  mis for tunes  are  hi s  
f aul t s .  I f ,  a f ter  exerci s ing the abi l i t ie s  and vir tues  of  a  
g ood  t r a d e sman ,  a f t e r  s t r u g g l i n g  h a rd  a nd  l ong ,  i t  
should be your lot to be compelled to yield to diff iculties 
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u t t e r l y  i n s u p e r a b l e  b y  s k i l l  a n d  l a b o u r ,  i n  t h a t  
case, f ir st of all, bow with submission to the will of God.  
Indulge no hard thoughts of God. Keep down a gloomy  
hopelessness ,  a sul len despondence, a comfor t less  g r ief .  
Ca l l  i n  re l i g ion  to  your  a id .  Open  your  B ib l e.  Pour  
ou t  you r  he a r t  i n  p r aye r.  Be l i eve  i n  God ,  i n  P rov i - 
dence, in Chr ist .  Take i t  as  a matter to be rel ied upon,  
that there is some wise and merciful end to be answered  
by these pa inful  events .  Perhaps  your were set t ing out  
i n  l i f e  f o rge t fu l  o f  God .  You  were  s t r iv ing  to  make  
your se l f  happy wi thout  h im.  You were  enter ing upon  
your  career  in  a  s t a te  o f  prac t ica l  a the i sm.  Succes s  in  
bu s i n e s s  wou l d  h ave  b e en  you r  s p i r i t u a l  r u i n .  The  
g a in  o f  t he  wor ld  wou ld  have  been  the  l o s s  o f  you r  
s ou l .  God  sp ake  un to  you  i n  wha t  you  though t  wa s  
your  prosper i ty,  and you would not  hear ;  and now he  
c a l l s  to  you  in  ha r she r  tone s ,  and  s ay s  to  you  in  the  
l anguage  o f  the  t ex t ,  Cons ide r.  Cons ide r  the  Author  
o f  yo u r  t ro u b l e s ,  t h a t  t h ey  c o m e  f ro m  G o d :  t h e i r  
c au s e,  t h a t  s i n  i s  t he  b i t t e r  f oun t a in  o f  eve r y  b i t t e r  
s t re am:  the i r  de s i gn ,  to  do  you  good :  and  the i r  im- 
pressive lesson, to teach the vanity of al l  things ear thly,  
and the  neces s i ty  o f  a  be t te r  por t ion for  man’s  hear t .  
Ah !  young  man ,  you  have  indeed  so r rowfu l l y  p roved  
the  unce r t a in t y  o f  a l l  t h ing s  e a r th l y.  How soon  and  
sudden ly  ha s  the  beau t i fu l  p ro spec t ,  which  expanded  
before your admir ing eyes,  been covered with mist  and  
g loom!  How have  a l l  the  a rden t  hope s  wh ich  such  a  
scene inspi red,  withered in your soul  and le f t  i t  bleak  
and desolate! Well,  amidst the fragments of your broken  
cisterns, now look up to the great fountain of happiness,  
pour ing out i t s  never-f a i l ing s treams before you. Ear th  
ha s  f a i l ed ;  now tur n to  heaven.  The wor ld  ha s  d i s ap-
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po in ted  you ;  now tu r n  to  re l i g ion .  The  c rea tu re  ha s  
for saken you, now tur n to the Creator.  Al l  i s  not los t .  
Bes ide s ,  you may ye t  recover.  You have  f a i l ed ,  but  i t  
i s  in  ea r ly  l i f e,  not  in  i t s  dec l ine.  You have  the  main  
por t ion  o f  ex i s t ence  ye t  be fore  you ,  and  have  hea l th  
and vigour on your side and in your f avour ; and, in the  
ca se  I  am suppos ing ,  wi th  your  charac te r  un impa i red  
a nd  you r  p r i n c i p l e s  un s u s p e c t e d .  I t  may  b e  on l y  a  
s t ep  b a ck  t o  s p r i ng  f o rwa rd  w i th  g re a t e r  v i gou r.  I t  
may  b e  p ro s p e r i t y  po s t poned ,  no t  pu t  o f f  f o r  eve r.  
Th i s  pa in fu l  expe r i ence  migh t  be  nece s s a r y  fo r  you .  
I t  may  be  to  prevent  a  sudden p le thora  which  would  
have  been  f a t a l  to  you .  Abandon  no t  hope  then .  Do  
not let the main-spr ing be broken. Give not your self  to  
despa i r.  The sun i s  not  gone down,  but  i s  only  ve i led  
w i th  a  c l oud .  Beg in  a f re sh ,  make  good  u s e  o f  you r  
exper ience.  Look up for  God’s  ble s s ing ;  and you wi l l  
have it.

Bu t  where  the  f a i l u re  i s  the  re su l t  o f  b l amewor thy  
conduc t ,  wha t  sh a l l  be  s a i d ?  Even  he re  I  wou ld  no t  
b e  h a r s h ,  s eve re ,  a nd  rep ro a ch fu l ;  bu t  wou ld  b l end  
t e n d e r n e s s  w i t h  f i d e l i t y.  B e  h u m b l e  b e f o r e  G o d .  
Your  wan t  o f  a t t en t ion ,  i ndu s t r y,  and  economy,  i s  a  
s in  to  be  con fe s sed  to  h im,  a s  we l l  a s  a  mat te r  to  be  
bewa i l ed  on  you r  own  a ccoun t .  You  have  neg l e c t ed  
God ’s  commands ,  a s  we l l  a s  your  own in te re s t s .  You  
have abused the  g i f t s  o f  Providence,  a s  wel l  a s  t r i f l ed  
w i t h  you r  own  h app i n e s s .  And  you  c anno t  b e  i n  a  
r ight state of mind without penitence, humiliat ion, and  
c o n f e s s i o n .  G o d  i s  d i s p l e a s e d  w i t h  yo u ;  a n d  yo u  
mus t  s e ek  h i s  f o rg ivene s s  t h rough  f a i t h  i n  ou r  Lo rd  
Je su s  Chr i s t .  You  mus t  t ake  c a re  t o  b l ame  you r s e l f ,  
no t  God ,  fo r  your  p re sen t  s i tua t ion .  E spec i a l l y  mus t 
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you be careful  not to apply to wrong sources of  re l ie f .  
M i s f o r t un e  a nd  m i s c onduc t  h ave  l e d ,  i n  t hou s a nd s  
o f  i n s t a n c e s ,  t o  d r i n k i n g .  B ro ke n  i n  f o r t u n e ,  a n d  
equally broken in spir its ,  men have endeavoured to gain  
a momentary obl ivion of their  sor rows in the exhi lara- 
t ion  o r  s tupe f ac t ion  o f  in tox ica t ing  l i quor.  Dread fu l  
re so r t !  What  i s  th i s  bu t  to  add  c r ime  to  mi se r y ;  and  
when the  e f f ec t  o f  the  po i sonous  d r aught  i s  ove r,  to  
ove rwhe lm the  m i s e r ab l e  dupe  o f  i n tox i c a t i on  w i th  
s o r rows  envenomed  by  t h e  s t i ng s  o f  remor s e ?  I t  i s ,  
indeed a  hor r ible  idea ,  but  one tha t  i s  o f ten rea l i sed ,  
that drunkenness should select some of its many victims  
f rom the  r anks  o f  mi s fo r tune,  and  thus  comple te  the  
r u in which incompetency or  indolence had begun,  by  
depr iving the subject of it of all power and all disposition  
to retr ieve his position.

Bu t  I  now,  i n  con t r a s t ,  t a ke  up  t h e  c a s e  o f  t ho s e  
who  succeed ;  a  h appy,  and  I  re jo i ce  to  th ink ,  no t  a  
ve r y  sma l l  c l a s s .  I t  i s  a  d e l i gh t f u l ,  a nd  t o  you ,  my  
young f r i ends ,  an  encourag ing  thought ,  tha t  succe s s ,  
var ied of cour se in deg rees,  i s  the rule,  and f a i lure the  
e x c ep t i on .  Conc e ive  t h en  o f  t h e  ma n  wh o,  by  t h e  
blessing of God upon his abil ity, industry, and economy,  
makes good his g round, and advances in l i fe to respect- 
able  competency;  perhaps  to a f f luence.  The Scr iptures  
ca l l  upon him to be joyful ,  a  s ta te  of  mind,  in which,  
without such cal l ,  he is  l ikely to be found. A Chr ist ian  
i s  to be joyful  not only in,  but for,  hi s  prosper i ty.  His  
joy,  however,  should be a  re l ig ious ,  not  a  sensua l ,  joy.  
He i s  not  to expres s  hi s  de l ight  by convivia l i ty,  extra- 
vagance,  sp lendour,  and a l l  the other  del ights  of  sense  
and t a s te.  He i s  p ious ly  to  t r ace  up a l l  h i s  p rosper i ty  
to  God.  He i s  no t  boa s t fu l l y  to  look round upon h i s 
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po s s e s s i on s ,  and  s ay,  ‘My  own  hand  ha th  go t t en  me  
th i s ’ :  and  thu s ,  t o  u s e  the  l anguage  o f  t he  p rophe t ,  
‘ S a c r i f i c e  un to  t h e i r  own  ne t ,  a nd  bu r n  i n c en s e  t o  
the i r  d r ag ,  because  by  them the i r  por t ion  i s  f a t ,  and  
the i r  meat  p lenteous ’ .  Let  your  joy be  subord ina te  to  
a higher and nobler fel ici ty, I  mean the fel ici ty der ived  
f rom t r ue  re l i g ion .  P ro spe r i t y,  i f  i t  h a s  i t s  j oy s ,  h a s  
a l s o  i t s  s n a re s .  I t  i s ,  a s  reg a rd s  t he  mora l  cha r a c t e r,  
the  in te re s t s  o f  the  sou l ,  and man’s  e te r na l  de s t iny,  a  
mos t  per i lous  cond i t ion .  ‘How hard ly  sha l l  they  tha t  
have r iches enter into the kingdom of God. It  i s  eas ier  
for a camel to go through the eye of a needle,  than for  
a  r i c h  m a n  t o  e n t e r  t h e  k i n g d o m  o f  h e ave n .’ ‘ T h e  
p ro spe r i t y  o f  f oo l s  sh a l l  s l ay  them.’ Mu l t i t ude s  h ave  
los t  the i r  soul s  in  ga in ing a  for tune.  Their  wea l th has  
been the i r  cur se :  the i r  go ld ,  the  weight  tha t  d ragged  
t h em down  to  pe rd i t i on .  And  a f t e r  a l l ,  ‘Wha t  s h a l l  
it  prof it a man, if he gain the whole world, and lose his  
own soul? ’ The whole world i s  no more compensat ion  
for the loss of the soul, than a feather or a grain of sand.  
‘Seek f i r s t  the kingdom of  God and hi s  r ighteousness ,  
and  a l l  the se  th ing s  sha l l  be  added  to  you .’ Be  made  
h appy  by  re l i g ion .  ‘Re jo i ce  i n  the  Lo rd ,  and  ag a in ,  
I say rejoice.’

But  the  be s t  way to  u se,  to  en joy,  and even to  pre- 
serve prosper ity, is to sanctify it by true relig ion, and to  
employ i t  for  Chr i s t i an l ibera l i ty.  Set  out  in  l i fe  wi th  
the intel l igent, deliberate, and f ixed determination, that  
i f  you should succeed in business ,  your prosper ity shal l  
in due measure be consecrated to the cause of God and  
man. Already make up your mind to thi s  opinion, that  
the  ch ie f  de s ign  and  h ighe s t  en joyment  o f  wea l th ,  i s  
di f fusion rather than accumulation. Instead of admir ing 
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the men whom you see living in splendid houses, rolling  
about  in  gay equipages ,  and f a r ing sumptuous ly  ever y  
day; but who all this while are known by their grandeur,  
but not by their public spir it, liberality, and good works;  
f ix your del ighted gaze upon those nobler spir i t s ,  who  
while sustaining with propr iety, yet s implicity, the rank  
which Providence has  a s s igned to them in soc ie ty,  a re  
economical that they may be l iberal ,  and are redeeming  
t ime  f rom bu s ine s s ,  e a s e,  and  e l egan t  re t i remen t ,  to  
glor ify God and bless their species. Look at the Howards,  
the Wilberforces, the Thorntons, the Wilsons, the Rey- 
no ld se s ;  men who gave  the i r  t a l en t s ,  the i r  in f luence,  
and their l ives, for the benef it of the slave, the pr isoner,  
and the debtor ; who renounced in some cases, the gains  
o f  bu s ine s s ,  f o r  t he  pu r su i t s  o f  benevo l ence ;  and  in  
other s ,  car r ied i t  on to have larger  means to as s i s t  the  
cause  o f  humani ty,  and re l ig ion;  who l ived for  other s  
r a t h e r  t h a n  f o r  t h e m s e l ve s ;  a n d  w h o  h a d  f a r  m o re  
enjoyment while they lived, and will ever have f ar more  
honour  a f te r  the i r  dea th ,  than the  sord id  and se l f i sh ,  
whose wealth, while it did l itt le to make them happy or  
respected upon ear th, wil l  neither preserve their names  
f rom obl iv ion,  nor yie ld them a f ragment of  reward in  
heaven.

But wait  not t i l l  you are r ich before you beg in to be  
b en evo l e n t .  L e t  t h e  b e g i nn i n g s  o f  yo u r  s u c c e s s  b e  
consecra ted  by  the  beg innings  o f  your  devotednes s .  I  
knew a Chr i s t ian phi lanthropis t  who set  out  in l i fe  by  
con s e c r a t i ng  a  t en th  o f  h i s  i n come  to  God .  He  d i d  
th i s  when he had but  a  hundred a  year.  He became a t  
l ength pos se s sed o f  e ight  thousand a  year,  and hav ing  
no ch i ld ren ,  he  d id  not  then s a t i s fy  h imse l f  wi th  the 
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t i the,  a s  he  had  commenced ,  bu t  spen t  l e s s  than  two  
thousand a  year  on hi s  own s imple  and e legant  e s tab- 
l i s h m e n t ,  a n d  g ave  a l l  t h e  r e s t  away. *  H ow  mu c h  
happier,  a s  wel l  a s  hol ier,  was that  Chr i s t ian man than  
those who hoard for they know not who; or than those  
who lavish their wealth on splendour, luxury, and plea- 
sure: and, oh! the dif ferent reception he wil l  meet with  
at  the bar of God where wealth must be accounted for ;  
and  in  e te r n i ty,  where  the  succe s s fu l ,  bu t  i r re l i g ious  
worldl ing wi l l  remember,  and be punished for,  hi s  un- 
sanctified prosperity!

And  now  l e t  me  rem ind  you  t h a t  t h i s  a l t e r n a t i ve  
of f ai lure or success exists  a lso as to the g reat tr ia l  ever  
going on in this world, and which must issue in the ruin  
o r  the  s a lva t ion  o f  your  immor ta l  sou l .  You a re  here  
upon a  p roba t ion  fo r  e te r n i ty.  Your  ch ie f  bu s ine s s  i s  
re l ig ion ,  your  supreme ob jec t  shou ld  be  immor ta l i ty.  
He that  i s  enabled to repent ,  to be l ieve,  and to lead a  
holy l i fe,  notwithstanding the temptat ions by which he  
i s  sur rounded; who thus obtains the sa lvat ion that i s  in  
Ch r i s t  Je s u s ,  w i t h  e t e r n a l  g l o r y ;  t hough  h e  s hou l d  
f ai l  in everything else,  may look round upon the wreck  
of  a l l  hi s  hopes,  prospects ,  and for tunes ,  exult ing even  
now in the greatness and the grandeur of his success, and  
shal l  s tand at  the las t  day,  upon the ashes of  the globe,  
af ter the general  conflag rat ion, exclaiming, ‘I  have lost  
n o t h i n g .’ Wh i l e  h e  who  s o  f a r  s u c c e ed s  a s  t o  g a i n  
everything else that i s  dear to ambition, to avar ice, and  
to sensual i ty,  but f a i l s  to obtain the one thing needful ,  
t h e  s a l va t i on  o f  h i s  s ou l ,  s t and s  now,  am id s t  a l l  h i s  
p ro spe r i t y,  a  m i s e r ab l e  i n s t ance  o f  f a i l u re  i n  a l l  t he 

* Mr Broadley Wilson.
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g reat  objects  of  man’s  immor ta l  being,  shal l  be seen in  
t h e  d ay  o f  j udg emen t ,  a  r u i n ed  and  l o s t  immor t a l ,  
and  sha l l  wander  fo r  ever  th rough the  un iver se,  wi th  
thi s  awful  exclamat ion,  ‘ I  have voluntar i ly,  de l iberate- 
ly,  and i r recoverably  incur red  a  f a i lu re,  which i t  wi l l  
requ i re  an  e te r n i ty  to  under s t and ,  and an  e te r n i ty  to  
deplore.’
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CHAPTER 9

EMIGRATION

Whi th e r  s ha l l  I  g o  f r om thy  Sp i r i t ?  Or  wh i t h e r  s ha l l  
I flee from thy presence?

I f  I  a s c end  up  i n t o  h eaven ,  t hou  a r t  t h e r e ;  I f  I  make  
my bed in hell, behold thou art there.

I f  I  t a k e  t h e  w i n g s  o f  t h e  mo r n i n g  a nd  dwe l l  i n  t h e  
u t t e r m o s t  p a r t s  o f  t h e  s e a ,  e v e n  t h e r e  s h a l l  t h y  
hand lead me and thy right hand shall hold me.   
 Psalm 139:7–10.

God made this world to be inhabited, and did not in- 
tend that it should always remain an untenanted house,  

or be occupied only by beings without minds to under- 
stand his nature, hear ts to love him for his f avour s,  and  
tongues  to  speak  h i s  p ra i se.  To man a s  we l l  a s  to  the  
i n f e r i o r  c re a tu re s  he  s a i d ,  ‘Be  f r u i t f u l  and  mu l t i p l y  
and repleni sh the ear th.’ And yet  a t  th i s  per iod of  our  
p l ane t ’s  h i s t o r y,  n e a r l y  s i x  t hou s and  ye a r s  a f t e r  t h e  
f i t t ing  up o f  the  g lobe  for  man’s  re s idence,  there  a re  
vas t  t ract s  of  the ear th,  amounting to i s lands and con- 
t inent s ,  t i l l  l a te ly  occupied only  by b i rds ,  bea s t s ,  and  
rep t i l e s .  The  f a c t  howeve r  o f  the s e  de so l a t i on s  sub- 
s e r ve s  a  mora l  pu r po se,  i n a smuch  a s  i t  co r robor a t e s  
the chronology of the Bible; for upon the acknowledged  
pr inciples of the increase of population, the date of the 
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commencement of our race could not be much otherwise  
than tha t  a s s igned to  i t  in  reve la t ion .  These  now un- 
peopled reg ions must have been long since f il led up, had  
the present ear th been much older than i t  i s  according  
to  the  chronology o f  the  Bible.  Upon the  s ame pr in- 
c i p l e s  i t  i s  ev i d e n t  t h a t  i t  c a n n o t  c o n t i nu e  f o r  a n  
indef in i te  per iod,  a t  l ea s t  wi thout  some depopula t ing  
process dif ferent from any that has hither to occur red in  
the world’s history.

Our  ea r th  ha s  ye t  to  ‘y ie ld  i t s  inc rea se ’ ,  the  Trans- 
a t l an t i c  wor ld ,  c apable  o f  su s t a in ing  ha l f  the  p re sen t  
population of the globe, but t i l l  lately tenanted only by  
s avage s  in  the  nor th ,  and  a  ha l f - c iv i l i s ed  r ace  in  the  
south, and four centur ies ago unknown to al l  the other  
peop le  on the  f ace  o f  the  g lobe ;  the  i s l and cont inent  
o f  N ew  H o l l a n d ,  w i t h  o n l y  a  s c a t t e r e d  s p r i n k l i n g  
of  savages  f rom i t s  abor ig ina l  inhabi tant s ;  the Polyne- 
s i a n  A rch i p e l a go ;  and  a l l  t h e  ye t  un inhab i t ed  s po t s  
of ear th where means of support and occupation for man  
can be obtained, are to be covered with an intel l igent,  
busy  popula t ion:  and where  now the fore s t  throws i t s  
da rk  shadow over  i t s  innumerable  f l y ing  o r  c reep ing  
tr ibes, or the wilderness is the range of herds of untamed  
beas t s ,  or  the jungle  a f fords  a  she l ter  to the t iger,  the  
e l e ph an t  a nd  t h e  s e r p en t ,  t h e re  s h a l l  t h e  dwe l l i n g s  
o f  men  and  the  s anc tua r i e s  o f  God  be  s een ,  and  the  
hum of commerce, and the anthems of religion be heard.

The  rep l en i s h ing  o f  t h e  e a r t h  neve r  wen t  f o rwa rd  
more  r ap i d l y  t h an  i n  t h e  d ay  and  f rom the  coun t r y  
i n  wh i ch  we  l ive .  Co lon i s a t i on  and  em ig r a t i on  a re  
two o f  the  g randes t  f ea ture s  o f  our  age.  In f an t  s t a te s  
are being born to Br itain, and our country is becoming  
the mother of  nat ions.  Myr iads and myr iads ,  year a f ter 
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year,  a re  wa f ted ,  not  on ly  in  sh ip s ,  bu t  I  may  a lmos t  
s ay  in  f l ee t s ,  to  the  shores  o f  Amer ica ,  Aus t ra l i a ,  and  
New Zea l and .  The  va s t  t ide  o f  popu la t ion  i s  f lowing  
out to rel ieve our overcrowded town and ci t ies ,  and to  
found new towns and cities in the wilds of those distant  
reg ions .  Thus are car r ied out  the p lans  of  Providence,  
to  have  a  peop led  wor ld  in s tead  o f  a  wi lder ne s s ;  and  
t hu s  a re  t he  p red i c t i on s  o f  ho l y  wr i t  a c comp l i s hed ,  
which a s sure  us  tha t  the  knowledge  o f  the  Lord  sha l l  
cover  the  ea r th .  Ever y th ing  f a l l s  in  wi th  the  cur ren t  
of God’s g racious purposes towards our dark disordered  
wor ld ;  eve r y th ing  ind ica t e s  human improvement  and  
the progress of social existence; everything tends to the  
diffusion of the Bible, and harmonises with its tendency,  
des ign,  and announcements ;  ever ything i s  making way  
for the univer sal spread and tr iumph of relig ion, for the  
reign of Chr ist ,  for the mil lennial glory and the jubilee  
of the world.

Some  o f  my  re ade r s  may,  by  jo in ing  the  mu l t i tude  
of  emig rants ,  be instrumental  in this  g reat  work of  re- 
p l en i s h i ng  t h e  e a r t h  w i t h  p eop l e ,  a nd ,  i f  po s s e s s e d  
of rel ig ion, of car r ying the l ight of divine truth to the  
end s  o f  t h e  e a r t h .  Th i s ,  t h en ,  i s  t h e  s ub j e c t  o f  t h e  
p re s en t  chap te r :  Emig r a t ion .  In  t re a t ing  th i s  sub j ec t  
I shall consider

1.  The dec i s ion.  I  wi l l  suppose  the  re so lve  i s  t aken,  
the  p l an  l a id ,  the  pur po se  una l t e r ab l e.  Bu t  wha t  ha s  
led to i t ?  There are var ious and ver y di f ferent  motives  
and g rounds for such a s tep.  In some cases  i t  i s  obedi- 
ence  to  the  s t e r n  d ic t a t e  o f  nece s s i t y.  Mi sconduc t  a t  
h o m e  r e n d e r s  i t  m a t t e r  o f  c o m p u l s i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  
o f  cho i c e,  t o  go  ab ro ad ;  i t  i s  a  f l i gh t  r a t he r  t h an  a  
vo lunta r y  depar ture.  Reputa t ion  may  have  been  lo s t , 
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and lo s t  a l so  the  hope o f  re t r iev ing  i t  here.  Thi s  i s  a  
p a in fu l  c a s e,  bu t  no t  a  hope l e s s  one.  I f  th i s  be  your  
condit ion, you wil l  have abundant and most f avourable  
opportunities for rectifying what is amiss, without being  
subject  to  the susp ic ion,  neg lect ,  rebukes ,  and f rowns  
o f  those  who know you in  your  bet te r  days .  On your  
voyage  re f l e c t  upon  you r  conduc t ,  rev i ew  the  p a s t .  
Dare to look back.  When pacing the deck at  night ,  or  
ly ing in your hammock, or l i s tening,  to the awful  roar  
o f  t h e  t empe s t ,  no t  know ing  bu t  you  may  b e  s oon  
swa l lowed  up  in  the  b i l l ows  r ag ing  a round  you ,  and  
every now and then breaking over your trembling vessel,  
repent  be fore  God,  seek hi s  pardoning mercy through  
Chr ist ,  and implore his Holy Spir i t  to help you f ir s t  to  
re so lve  upon amendment ,  and then to  ca r r y  out  your  
re so lu t ion .  De te r mine  to  beg in  a  new l i f e  i n  a  new  
wor l d .  Re so l ve  to  s e t  ou t  a f re sh .  The re  i s  hope  fo r  
you yet ,  Car r y  a  Bible  wi th you,  read i t ,  and make i t  
your  counci l lor,  comfor ter,  and companion.  You have  
neg lected re l ig ion,  and your  s ins  have found you out .  
You are in imminent danger of becoming worse instead  
o f  be t t e r  f o r  the  change.  Bad  compan ion s  may  have  
been your ruin. You wil l  now be broken off  from their  
c i rc l e,  bu t ,  un le s s  you  a re  f i r m,  you  wi l l  f ind  wor se  
a s soc i a t e s  whe re  you  a re  go ing .  You  have  neg l e c t ed  
re l ig ion,  and thi s  has  been your bane.  Now take i t  up,  
and it  wil l  not only reclaim and reform you, but i t  wil l  
be your fr iend in reference to things seen and temporal,  
as  wel l  as  things eter nal .  I f  you are wise,  you wil l  turn  
this dire necessity of leaving your country into a means  
of obtaining the s ignal bless ing of the salvation of your  
s ou l .  I  knew  a  you th ,  t h e  s on  o f  a n  em inen t ,  ho l y  
minister, who rai l  a profl igate course ti l l  his cr imes cast 



 proof-reading draft 257

him as a convict upon the shores of a foreign land, but  
he then reflected upon his course, became penitent, and  
d ied,  I  hope,  a  s incere Chr i s t i an.  Nor i s  th i s  the only  
ca se  o f  the  s ame k ind  I  have  known.  Even our  pena l  
colonies ,  notwiths tanding the enor mit ies  of  the t rans- 
por ta t ion sys tem, have thus  fur ni shed ins tances  o f  re- 
c la imed convict s ,  who have r i sen to respectabi l i ty  and  
wea l t h .  The  ve r i e s t  ou t c a s t  o f  s o c i e t y  may  re cove r.  
Reformation is not impossible in the worst of cases.

Bu t  the re  may  be  ano the r  k ind  o f  nece s s i t y  tha t  i s  
d r iv ing  you  away  f rom your  na t ive  shore s .  You  have  
f a i led a t  the outset  of  l i fe.  Your prospect s  have f aded,  
and now, with the hope of repair ing your broken fortune,  
you a re  go ing  to  a  fore ign  l and .  I f  th i s  ha s  happened  
through your own misconduct, you too must be humbled  
before God, and invoke hi s  forg iveness ;  and when you  
h ave  done  t h i s ,  bu t  no t  t i l l  t h en ,  you  may  s e ek  h i s  
b l e s s ing  upon the  s t ep  you  a re  t ak ing .  Employ  much  
of  your t ime a l so in a  severe inquir y into your habi t s .  
Detect ,  as  you eas i ly may, the cause of f a i lure,  and de- 
te r mine to  remove i t .  The same cause,  i f  ca r r ied  to  a  
distant land, will produce the same effects there. Change  
o f  countr y  wi l l  not  be  o f  the  s l ighte s t  benef i t  to  you  
wi thout  a  change o f  conduct .  Indolence  and ext rava- 
gance wi l l  a s  cer ta inly br ing ruin in Austra l  As ia  as  in  
Eng land .  You mus t  a l t e r,  and you may.  A new sphere  
of action wil l  present an oppor tunity for alteration, and  
new motives  for  e f for t .  But should your f a i lure be the  
re s u l t  o f  no  f au l t  o f  you r s ,  t r u s t  i n  God .  E a r ne s t l y  
p r ay  f o r  h i s  h e l p  a nd  b l e s s i n g .  L e ave  you r  coun t r y  
wi th  hope.  i t  may be  tha t  you too neg lec ted  re l ig ion  
i n  yo u r  h a p p i e r  d ay s .  I f  s o,  n ow  t a ke  i t  u p.  I  s ay  
to you also, car ry with you a Bible, and a few rel ig ious 
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hook s .  Have  t h e  mo r a l  c ou r a g e  no t  t o  b e  a s h amed  
o f  be ing seen wi th  those  s i l ent  companions .  You wi l l  
f ind  many  on  boa rd  who wi l l  r id i cu le  you ,  bu t  sha l l  
they  l augh you out  o f  your  conv ic t ions ?  Wi l l  you be  
a f r a id  o f  a  sneer,  when your  sou l  and sa lva t ion a re  a t  
s t ake?  Do not  put  o f f  the  sub jec t  o f  re l ig ion t i l l  you  
l and .  Th i s  w i l l  b e  to  en su re  the  neg l e c t  o f  i t .  Your  
mind wi l l  then be so hur r ied in  seeking employment ,  
and be so taken up with the novelties of a foreign country,  
a s  to have l i t t le  le i sure or  inc l inat ion for  a t tending to  
sp i r i tua l  th ings .  With re l ig ion in your hear t ,  you may  
s t ep  a shore  in  New Zea l and  or  in  Amer ica ,  wi th  the  
hope  tha t  God wi l l  be f r i end  you in  the  l and  o f  your  
adopt ion ;  and  tha t  the  t ide  o f  your  a f f a i r s  wi l l  the re  
turn in your favour.

But by f ar  the larges t  c la s s  of  emig rants  i s  composed  
of those who go out with a spir it of adventure, with the  
hope  o f  do ing  be t t e r  f o r  t h emse l ve s  a b ro ad  t h an  a t  
home. Every depar tment of  act ion i s  here so crowded,  
competit ion is  so f ierce, and situations of advantage are  
so  rare,  tha t  they have l i t t le  hope of  succes s  a t  home,  
and tur n the i r  a t tent ion to one or  other  of  our  r i s ing  
colonies. I know not that such persons are to be blamed;  
and yet i s  i t  a s tep to be taken with much deliberat ion,  
caution, and prayer.  Where a young man has an oppor- 
tun i ty  o f  do ing  we l l  fo r  h imse l f  in  h i s  own count r y,  
there seems no reason, except it  be inordinate ambition  
o r  a  love  o f  adven ture,  to  l e ad  h im to  ano the r  l and .  
Nei ther  o f  the se  impul se s  i s  a  ver y  su f f i c ient  one for  
expa t r i a t ion .  There  wi l l  a lways  be  found an adequate  
number of those who really are not doing very well here,  
and could do a g reat deal better abroad, to keep up the  
stream of emigration, without those going who are doing 
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wel l  a t  home, There i s  g reat  wisdom in the advice,  to  
‘ le t  wel l  a lone’ .  A love of  change i s  a  dark por tent  in  
the  charac ter  o f  any young man.  He tha t  goes  abroad  
f o r  t h i s ,  w i l l  s oon  come  b a ck  a g a i n  f rom  t h e  s ame  
impul se.  There  i s  noth ing which a  young man should  
more earnestly dread, nothing he should more assiduously  
watch against,  nothing he should more resolutely resist ,  
than this ver sat i l i ty: i t  wil l  be f atal  to al l  his hopes and  
prospec t s .  S t i l l  there  a re  ver y  many ca se s  in  which i t  
i s  not only just i f iable,  but even commendable,  to emi- 
g ra te :  and when the  charac te r  and conduct  a re  good,  
whe re  t h e re  a re  t ho s e  qu a l i t i e s  o f  m ind  wh i ch  a re  
l ike ly  to make the indiv idua l  a  bles s ing to the land to  
which he is going, as well as a benef it to his own family  
and fortune, I cannot but approve the decision.

I I .  Hav ing  thus  d i s t ingu i shed  be tween the  d i f f e ren t  
c l a s se s  o f  emig rant s ,  I  sha l l  now speak o f  the i r  t r i a l s .  
In most  cases  there i s  the separat ion from fr iends.  Not  
unfrequent ly the emig rant has  to tear himsel f  f rom the  
arms and fond embrace of a loving and beloved mother,  
a nd  f rom the  wa r m g r a s p  o f  an  a f f e c t i on a t e  f a t h e r ;  
and he  who has  outg rown or  out l ived a l l  sens ib i l i t i e s  
o f  t h i s  n a tu re,  g ive s  poo r  ev i dence  o f  r i gh t  f e e l i ng  
of any kind, and holds out f aint hope of being l ikely to  
obta in God’s  bles s ing upon hi s  future cour se.  Adieu i s  
always a sad sound, when parents and children, brother s  
a nd  s i s t e r s ,  a re  p a r t i ng ;  bu t  e s p e c i a l l y  when ,  i n  a l l  
p rob ab i l i t y,  t h ey  a re  p a r t i n g  f o r  eve r .  An d  b e s i d e s  
this, is it nothing to expatr iate ourselves from our native  
l a n d ?  W hy,  t h e  i r r a t i o n a l  c r e a t u r e s  l ove  t h e  s p o t  
o f  the i r  b i r th ,  and the i r  ear ly  dwel l ing;  and th i s  i s  an  
ins t inct  which man shares  with them. I t  i s  long before  
the  char ms  o f  those  expre s s ions  cea se  to  be  fe l t ,  ‘My 
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c o u n t r y  a n d  my  f a t h e r ’s  h o u s e .’ I  c a n  f a n c y  t h e  
t hough t f u l  em ig r an t  wa t ch ing  f rom the  de ck  o f  h i s  
vessel, with tearful eyes and intense feeling, the receding  
shore s  o f  h i s  na t ive  l and ;  s ee ing  her  g reen  f i e ld s  and  
white cliffs, her steeples and her houses, becoming more  
and  more  d im;  s t r a in ing  h i s  eye s  s t i l l  to  s ee  the  l a s t  
speck of land that is  dist inctly visible; and then looking  
upon the  mighty  was te  o f  wate r s ,  t i l l  in  an  agony he  
e x c l a i m s ,  ‘ I  h ave  s e e n  t h e  l a s t  o f  t h e  l a n d  o f  my  
f a t h e r s ! ’ T h e n  t h e  voy a g e ,  i t s  l e n g t h ,  i t s  i n c o n - 
venience, i ts  hard f are and want of accommodations, i ts  
s e a - s i ckne s s  and  o the r  i nde s c r i b ab l e  annoyance s ,  i t s  
often disag reeable companions and uncongenial  society.  
T h e s e  t h i n g s  e n d ,  o n l y  t o  b e  e x c h a n g e d ,  i n  m a ny  
c a s e s ,  f o r  t r i a l s  o f  a no th e r  k i nd .  Oh ,  f o r  a  man  t o  
l ight upon a new world, alike unknowing and unknown;  
t o  b e  a  s t r a n g e r  i n  a  s t r a n g e  l a nd ,  w i t h  no  one  t o  
recognise or smile upon him; to be informed that some  
whom he  expec ted  to  we lcome h im on  the se  d i s t an t  
sho re s  a re  e i the r  dead  o r  removed  to  ano the r  p l a ce ;  
and to meet  no one to s t retch out the hand of  f r iend- 
s h i p,  o r  t o  g i ve  t h e  k i s s  o f  l ove ;  t o  h ave  t o  s e e k  
employment where perhaps  the labour market  i s  over- 
stocked, and to be long without f inding occupation; to  
see  h i s  l i t t l e  s tock o f  money wel l -n igh spent  wi thout  
any  mean s  o f  rep l en i sh ing  i t ;  t o  f i nd  a l l  h i s  d re ams  
o f  co lonia l  prosper i ty  nothing but  dreams,  and see  a l l  
h i s  hope s  o f  immedia te  succe s s ,  so  long  and  so  con- 
f ident ly  cher i shed,  vani sh l ike  the base le s s  f abr ic  of  a  
v i s ion;  to di scover  too la te,  or  a t  any ra te  to beg in to  
t h i nk ,  h e  h a s  made  a  m i s t a ke  i n  l e av i n g  h i s  n a t ive  
count r y ;  the se,  a l l  the se,  a re  among the  t r i a l s  which  
m a ny  o f  o u r  e m i g r a n t s  h ave  t o  e n d u r e .  A n d  eve n 
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where  the i r  t r i a l s  a re  no t  a l toge the r  o f  so  d rea r y  an  
a spect  a s  th i s ,  ye t  a re  they except  in  ra re  ca se s ,  many  
more  and  f a r  g rea te r  than  the  mos t  sober  ca l cu l a t ion  
had expected.  A ver y large propor t ion of  se t t ler s  have  
their lot cast in such thinly peopled spots, as to he miles  
f rom the i r  nea re s t  ne ighbour,  and  have  to  endure  so  
many pr iva t ions  a s  to  be reduced to  the bares t  neces- 
s a r i e s  o f  ex i s t ence.  I f  t h e  man  be  a  Chr i s t i an ,  who  
loves the house of God, the means of g race, the minis- 
t r y  o f  the  Word ,  the  over s igh t  and  conver s a t ion  o f  a  
f a i th fu l  pa s to r,  and  the  f e l lowsh ip  o f  s a in t s ,  he  f ee l s  
in addition the deprivation of all these.

To hear a  ser mon, he must  t ravel  mi les ,  and to break  
the bread of communion with the saints,  he must travel  
s t i l l  f a r t h e r.  Su ch  a re  bu t  a  f ew  o f  t h e  t r i a l s  o f  a n  
emig r an t ’s  l i f e.  I  cou ld  t e l l  a  t a l e  o f  woe  connec ted  
wi th  some who have  gone  out  f rom my own church ,  
w h i c h  wo u l d  h a r row  u p  yo u r  f e e l i n g s  t o  a  d e g re e  
of  intense suf fer ing.  Not however that  a f f l ic t ion of ten  
f a l l s  with such weight as  in the case to which I a l lude.  
Such things  should make you caut ious how you deter- 
mine to encounter them, and should prepare your mind  
for the struggle, by laying up a good store of consolation  
fo r  the  ev i l  d ay.  And  wha t  c an  th i s  be  bu t  re l i g ion?  
The tr ia ls  of very many emig rants are fewer and l ighter  
than  I  have  de s c r ibed ;  and  I  have  d r awn the  p i c tu re  
thus darkly, not to prevent emigration, or to f ill the mind  
which has  resolved on i t ,  with dark misg ivings ,  but  to  
check that proneness to think a foreign shore a fairy land,  
in which so many indulge.  The danger l ies  on the s ide  
of  thinking too l ight ly  of  the t r ia l s  of  such a  l i fe,  and  
not prepar ing for them, rather than on the side of having  
too gloomy an apprehension of them.
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I I I .  I t  i s  the  pa r t  o f  f ide l i ty  to  remind you o f  your  
danger s .  I t  would  not  be  k ind to  a t tempt  to  f i l l  your  
m ind  w i th  t he  pe r i l s  o f  t he  oce an ,  and  the  d ange r s  
of  sh ipwreck,  or  the other  casua l t ie s  of  a  voyage.  Nor  
i s  i t  probable  tha t  you wi l l  be  ca l l ed  to  a  ca l ami ty  so  
f e a r f u l .  I  know no t  t h e  p ropo r t i on  o f  f a t a l  voyage s  
to  succe s s fu l  ones ,  but  I  shou ld  suppose  they  a re  not  
as  one to a hundred. So that  apprehension of this  kind  
n e ed  no t  g re a t l y  a l a r m  you .  S t i l l ,  yo u r  ve s s e l  may  
founder  a t  sea ,  or  be  wrecked on some fore ign shore,  
and i t  i s  wel l ,  by s incere and humble piety,  to be pre- 
pared for  the wor s t .  Rel ig ion wi l l  enable  you to meet  
death at sea in the storm, as well  as in the calm on dry  
l and .  An eminent  Chr i s t i an  min i s t e r,  in  the  pro spec t  
of a voyage, when contemplating the possibil ity of ship- 
wreck,  recorded thus  hi s  fee l ings  under the poss ib i l i ty  
of such a catastrophe: ‘How wil l ingly should I embrace  
tha t  wave,  which in s tead  o f  l and ing  me a t  L iver pool ,  
s hou ld  l and  me  in  he aven .’ Mr  Mackenz i e,  who  wa s  
los t  in  the Pegasus ,  on hi s  way f rom Lei th to London,  
was  seen  when the  ve s se l  was  s ink ing ,  d ive s ted  o f  a l l  
f e a r  f o r  h im s e l f ,  c a lm l y  d i re c t i n g  t h e  m ind s  o f  h i s  
per ishing fellow-passengers to look by faith to Jesus, and  
thus prepare for that eternity on which in a few moments  
they were about to enter.  See what re l ig ion can do for  
its possessors amidst the roar of the tempest and when the  
ocean i s  opening i t s  mouth to swal low them up. Could  
you thus hopefully and peacefully descend into a watery  
g rave? But death sometimes comes on board an emigrant  
s h i p  wh i ch  e s c ape s  t he  t empe s t .  To  d i e  a t  s e a  i s  no  
uncommon thing. Death, l ike i t s  Omnipotent Lord and  
Conqueror,  of ten walks  the waves ,  and approaches  the  
a f f r ighted mar iner s ,  and s teps  on board the vesse l ,  but 
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not as  in the case of  Jesus  on the lake of  Gennesareth,  
to relieve, but to conf irm, the fear s of those who watch  
h i s  a pp ro a ch .  To  a  good  man  t he re  i s  no th ing  ve r y  
t e r r i b l e  i n  th i s .  Tr ue  i t  i s  t h a t  the  ocean  i s  no t  the  
house, nor a ship the chamber, in which any one would  
choo se  to  endure  h i s  l a s t  s i ckne s s  and  mee t  the  l a s t  
enemy. But a believing sense of God’s presence and love,  
and the prospect of  a  g lor ious immor ta l i ty,  can make a  
death-bed easy even there.  And the rea l  Chr i s t i an can  
endure without  d i smay the thought  of  s leeping in the  
bottom of the ocean,  amidst  the monster s  of  the deep,  
in s tead  o f  in  a  sepu lchre  on dr y  l and ,  a s sured  tha t  a t  
t h e  re su r re c t i on  mor n ing ,  ‘ t h e  s e a  w i l l  g ive  up  t he  
dead which are in it.’

These,  however,  a re  not  the  g rea te s t  or  mos t  immi- 
nent  danger s  to  which you wi l l  be  exposed ;  or  those  
o f  which you should be most  a f ra id ;  or  aga ins t  which  
you need to be most impressively and anxiously warned  
by  you r  f r i end s .  Pe r i l s  o f  a  mor a l  k i nd ,  and  f e a r f u l  
ones ,  wi l l  bese t  your  path .  What  a  mixture  of  soc ie ty  
i s  t o  be  found  in  eve r y  emig r an t  sh ip  th a t  f l o a t s  i t s  
l iv ing  c a rgo  to  a  d i s t an t  sho re.  The re  you  wi l l  p ro- 
bably  f ind  the  v i c ious  o f  bo th  sexe s ;  the  in f ide l ,  the  
debauchee,  the  gambler,  the  drunkard ;  the  men of  a l l  
p r inc ip le s ,  and  o f  no pr inc ip le ;  the  men o f  bankrupt  
for tune, and, what is  worse, of bankrupt character. And  
n o t  u n l i k e l y  ‘ t h e  s t r a n g e  wo m a n ’ w i l l  b e  t h e r e ,  
‘whose l ips drop as a honey-comb, and whose mouth is  
smoother than oi l ,  but whose end (to you as  wel l  as  to  
her se l f ,  i f  you are  ensnared by her)  i s  b i t ter  a s  wor m- 
wood, sharp as a two-edged sword; whose feet go down  
to  dea th ,  and her  s teps  t ake  ho ld  o f  he l l ’ ,  wi th  those  
a l so  whom she  inve ig l e s .  in  the  be s t  appo in ted  sh ip s 
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wil l  be found per sons who, i f  you associate with them,  
wi l l  imper i l  your mora l s ,  and may ruin your character  
and your hopes for both worlds .  An associat ion of  thi s  
k ind once for med, you cannot avoid i t s  contaminat ing  
in f luence  for  a  s ing le  day.  You cannot  ge t  away  f rom  
i t  i f  you would .  The  tempter  i s  ever  in  s igh t ,  a lways  
a t  your  e lbow and your  ea r.  There  i s  no  wider  r ange  
f o r  you  t o  move  i n  t h an  t h e  ve s s e l  wh i ch  con t a i n s  
yo u  b o t h .  T h e  d a n g e r  i s  t h u s  g r e a t e r  t h a n  c a n  b e  
de s c r i bed  o r  imag ined .  I t  w i l l  f o l l ow you  a sho re ;  i t  
wi l l  a f fect  your character  and conduct  when you land,  
and inf luence a l l  your future des t iny.  I f  then you have  
the least regard to your welfare, be vig ilant, be cautious.  
Go to the scene of  danger aware of  i t ,  and look up to  
God to  pre se r ve  you.  Pray  to  h im to  spread  over  you  
the shield of his omnipotence.

Shou ld  you ,  howeve r,  e s c ape  th i s  d ange r  on  boa rd  
sh ip,  i t  wi l l  meet  you on your  l and ing .  Our  co lon ie s  
are not only a f ield of enterpr ise for adventurers, whether  
they be the sober and industr ious  seeking a  leg i t imate  
and  amp le  s cope  fo r  the i r  ene rg i e s  and  the i r  hope s ,  
o r  the  reck l e s s  and  de spe r a t e,  th rowing  the  d i ce  fo r  
the i r  l a s t  chance ;  but  a l so  the  re t rea t  o f  the  prod iga l  
and  the  p ro f l i g a te,  where  they  may  h ide  the i r  shame  
and  pur sue  the i r  v i c ious  ca ree r,  unknown and  unob- 
s t r u c t e d .  I n  a dd i t i on  t o  t h i s ,  t h e re  i s  i n  ou r  p en a l  
colonies the infection diffused by the convicts.  In these  
s i t u a t i on s  a  young  man  v i c iou s l y  d i s po s ed  w i l l  h ave  
ever y  oppor tuni ty  for  g ra t i fy ing  h i s  an ima l  appet i te s ,  
unrecognised by fr iends, and unrestrained by strangers.

B u t  t h e r e  a r e  a l s o  d a n g e r s  o f  a n o t h e r  t y p e  t h a n  
these.  In  a  countr y,  the  popula t ion o f  which,  even a s  
regards its  better por tions, are to a cer tain extent a vast 
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company  o f  adven tu re r s ,  who  a re  a l l  b eg inn ing  l i f e  
a f re sh  and s t r ugg l ing  hard  amids t  many d i f f i cu l t ie s  to  
root  themselves  in the land of  their  adopt ion,  there i s  
l ikely to be acquired a peculiar hardness and sel f i shness  
o f  charac te r,  ver y  unf r iend ly  to  the  tender  a f f ec t ions  
o f  t h e  he a r t ,  t h e  amen i t i e s  o f  l i f e ,  and  t he  f e e l i ng s  
and pur poses  of  re l ig ion.  The thor ns of  world ly cares ,  
and  the  s tony  g round o f  ea r th ly-mindednes s ,  a re  bu t  
too common every where, but especial ly there, and they  
prevent the growth of the good seed of piety and vir tue.  
Fa i lu re s  a re  common,  sound pr inc ip le  i s  soon under- 
mined,  and in the hard s t ruggle and anxious e f for t  for  
success ,  every object but such as per tain to the present  
world, is lost sight of . The flatter ing pictures of colonial  
l i fe and prosper ity,  which the imag ination of many had  
drawn, in which they dreamed of immediate and cer tain  
success ,  without fear and almost without labour, are al l  
found to he i l lusions of the f ancy. and they are ready to  
l i e  down in  despa i r,  or  to  adopt  any cour se,  however  
dishonourable or even dishonest ,  not,  indeed, to gain a  
for tune,  which was  once thei r  expecta t ion,  but  a  bare  
l iv ing,  which i s  now their  highest ,  indeed,  only hope.  
How unfavourable i s  such a s i tuat ion to the cult ivat ion  
of piety, or even of virtue!

To a l l  th i s  mus t  now be  added the  new tempta t ions  
and per i l s  which the discovery of the gold deposit s  has  
thrown in the way of  emig rant s .  The s t ream of  popu- 
la t ion,  swol len and quickened in i t s  cour se,  i s  f lowing  
with dangerous rapidity towards the aur i ferous reg ions,  
f loat ing some to prosper i ty,  but  more to ruin for  both  
wor ld s .  I t  wi l l  p rove a  f a t a l  mae l s t rom to  mul t i tudes .  
Gua rd  ag a in s t  t he  i n f l uence  o f  t he s e  new v i s i on s  o f  
wea l th .  Le t  no t  your  imag ina t ion s  be  f i l l ed  wi th  the 
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day-dreams and f ascinat ions of this  modern El Dorado;  
nor a l low your selves to be a l lured with eager ant ic ipa- 
t ions  to  i t s  go lden shore s .  Tha t  Prov idence  ha s  some  
g rea t  ends  to  be  answered by th i s  new chapter  in  our  
wor ld ’s  h i s tor y  there  can be  no doubt ;  and tha t  some  
must  be employed as  ins truments  to work out i t s  p lans  
i s  equa l ly  c lear.  But  be you not  in  has te  to  pres s  in to  
i t s  s e r v i ce.  Le t  the  t a l e s  o f  ha rd sh ip,  and  o f  d i s e a s e,  
a nd  o f  d e a t h ,  a nd  o f  f a i l u re ,  wh i ch  come  f rom th e  
‘ d i gg ing s ’ ,  coo l  t he  a rdour  p roduced  by  the  repo r t s  
o f  sudden wea l th ,  and ba l ance  the  ga in fu l  s ide  o f  the  
account.  Think of  the per i l  to character  which i s  pro- 
duced by  such a  s t a te  o f  th ings ;  the  lu s t  o f  go ld ,  the  
s e l f i shne s s  o f  d i spo s i t ion ,  the  j e a lou sy  and  envy,  the  
g rasping covetousness,  or the reckless extravagance, and  
t h e  a l l  bu t  c e r t a i n  neg l e c t  o f  eve r y  t h ing  bu t  go l d ,  
which  even succe s s  i s  l ike ly  to  produce.  Such a  s t a te  
of society is the worst possible mould in which character  
can be  for med.  Avoid  i t ,  there fore,  and be  contented  
with avocations which, i f  they are f ar less lucrative, are  
a t  the  s ame  t ime  f a r  l e s s  pe r i lou s .  I f ,  however,  your  
cou r s e  s hou ld  s e em to  l i e  t h a t  way,  en t e r  upon  the  
scene of  danger s  du ly  aware  o f  i t s  per i l s ,  and looking  
up to God for protect ion,  and combining watchfulness  
wi th  prayer.  To per sons  in  such a  s i tua t ion the  ques- 
t i on  a pp l i e s  w i t h  aw fu l  a nd  a l a r m ing  f o rc e ,  ‘Wha t  
sha l l  i t  p ro f i t  a  man,  i f  he  ga in  the  whole  wor ld  and  
lose his own soul, or what shal l  a man g ive in exchange  
f o r  h i s  s ou l ? ’ Wha t  c a r r i e s  t he  d ange r  o f  a l l  t h i s  t o  
the highes t  p i tch i s  the absence,  in  many par t s  o f  our  
co lonie s ,  e spec ia l ly  in  the  go ld  reg ions ,  o f  the  means  
of grace, the ordinances of public worship, the fellowship  
of  sa ints ,  and the over s ight of  minis ter s .  How di f f icul t 
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is  i t  here,  even in this  highly f avoured land, by the aid  
o f  a l l  these,  to  keep down s in  and to  mainta in  a  due,  
regard to the c la ims of  re l ig ion and moral i ty!  But how  
much wor se  would  th ings  be  wi thout  th i s !  There  can  
be no quest ion that the observance of the Sabbath, the  
powe r  o f  t h e  pu l p i t ,  a nd  t h e  re s t r a i n t  o f  Ch r i s t i a n  
example,  t end  g rea t ly  to  mora l i s e  and  pur i fy  the  l i f e  
even where they do not renew the hear t, to restrain the  
sinner where they do not convert him, and to keep down  
t h e  ove r f l ow ing s  o f  ungod l i n e s s  whe re  t h ey  do  no t  
s p re a d  ou t  t h e  b e au t i e s  o f  ho l i n e s s .  I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  
through the voluntary energ ies of a lmost a l l  denomina- 
t i on s  o f  p ro f e s s ing  Chr i s t i an s ,  the  de f i c i ency  o f  the  
means  o f  g race,  in  our  pr inc ipa l  co lonie s ,  i s  be ing in  
s ome  con s i d e r a b l e  me a s u re  s upp l i e d .  Bu t  s t i l l  how  
many  emig ran t s  a re  the re  who go  ou t  in to  the  wi ld ,  
who are not within a day’s journey of a place of Chr is- 
tian worship, and scarcely hear a sermon in a year!

Oh, think of those who pine to hear, 
Far from their native shores exiled, 
A pastor’s voice amidst the wild.

What  i s  there  in  such c i rcumstances  to  a id  the  s t r ug- 
g le s  o f  the soul  a f ter  good pr inc ip le s  and habi t s  here,  
o r  s a l va t i o n  h e re a f t e r ?  A n d  eve n  w h e re  t h e  m e a n s  
of grace are within reach, they are, it must be confessed,  
too often of that feeble and ineff icient character, which  
render s  them ne i ther  a t t r ac t ive  nor  in f luent i a l .  Such,  
then, are some of the danger s to which the emig rant i s  
exposed.

IV.  I  now p roceed  to  o f f e r  h im some  coun se l s  and  
d i rect ions .  There are,  a s  regards  re l ig ion,  two di s t inct  
classes of emig rants.  There are some who are not l iving 
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under the influence of true rel ig ion. Some of you, who  
read these pages ,  answer too jus t ly to thi s  descr ipt ion.  
You know you are not yet brought to repentance towards  
God,  and f a i th  in  the  Lord  Je sus  Chr i s t :  tha t  you a re  
not yet led to acknowledge God in all your ways, to live  
h ab i t u a l l y  i n  h i s  f e a r  a nd  f avou r,  a nd  t o  en j oy  t h e  
comfor ts  of  the Holy Spir i t .  Going out from your own  
country to a foreign land, without the guidance of reli- 
g ion!  Going to  encounter  the  per i l s  o f  the  ocean and  
the danger s  of  shipwreck,  without the suppor t  of  re l i- 
g i on !  Go ing  t o  qu i t  t h e  home  o f  you r  f a t h e r s ,  a nd  
so jour n in a  s t range land,  wi thout  the companionship  
o f  r e l i g i on !  Go i ng  t o  e n coun t e r  a l l  t h e  t r i a l s  p e r - 
p lexi t ie s  and di f f icul t ie s  of  an emig rant ’s  l i fe,  without  
the consolat ions of  re l ig ion!  How for lor n a condit ion!  
How de so l a te  a  lo t !  No acknowledgment  o f  God;  no  
trust in him, no prayer to him, no communion with him,  
no expecta t ion f rom him!  No prepara t ion o f  mind to  
see his  immensi ty shadowed for th in the boundless  ex- 
panse  o f  the  ocean;  to  hear  h i s  awfu l  power  g randeur  
and  ma je s ty  p roc l a imed in  the  tempes t ,  the  thunder- 
s to r m,  and  the  wate r- spout ;  to  t r ace  h i s  wi sdom and  
goodnes s  in  the  var ied  product s  o f  new countr ie s ;  to  
contempla te  h i s  g lor y  and rea l i s e  h i s  p re sence  ever y- 
whe re !  Unhappy  man !  You  a re  i ndeed  t o  be  p i t i ed .  
The world is all before you, but Providence is not invoked  
to be your guide, and direct you where to choose. Oh,  
pause  and ponder  upon your  condi t ion ,  and the  ways  
o f  yo u r  f e e t .  Wi l l  yo u ,  d a re  yo u ,  c a n  yo u ,  g o  o u t  
wi thout  God?  Without  God to  gu ide  and protec t  and  
b le s s  you?  And i f  wi thout  God a s  a  f r i end ,  wi th  h im  
a s  an enemy.  Do you forget  i t  i s  God’s  wor ld you l ive  
i n ,  and  God ’s  coun t r y  to  wh ich  you  a re  go ing?  And 
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how can  you th ink  o f  go ing  to  i t  wi thout  a sk ing  h i s  
leave, implor ing his guidance, and seeking his bless ing?  
Recol lect  you are dependent every moment upon him,  
and  a l l  your  fu tu re  de s t iny  i s  to  be  dec ided  by  h im.  
He can  r a i s e  you to  pro sper i ty  or  depre s s  you to  the  
lowes t  adver s i ty.  He can f r us t ra te  or  promote a l l  your  
s chemes ;  d i s appo in t  o r  rea l i s e  a l l  your  hopes .  Be fore  
you quit  your nat ive shore then,  y ie ld your se lves  unto  
God, ‘Remember your Creator, now, in the days of your  
youth, before the evi l  days come.’ You are busy in pre- 
par ing for  the voyage,  and are engaged in the cares  of  
the outf i t .  Rel ig ion, true,  vi ta l ,  exper imental ,  decided  
re l i g ion ,  i s  the  be s t  p repa ra t ion ,  the  mos t  impor t an t  
ou t f i t .  Dete r mine,  by  God’s  g r ace,  no t  to  l e ave  your  
country an enemy to him, lest he send the whirlwind as  
his messenger to ar rest you on the sea, or ruin to overtake  
you  on  the  d r y  l and .  Go fo r th  r a the r  a s  h i s  s e r van t ,  
his  f r iend, and his  son, that  to you may be appl ied the  
beautiful language of the poet:

His are the mountains: and the valleys his: 
His the resplendent r ivers: his to call 
With a propriety that none can claim, 
But he who lifts an unpresumptuous eye, 
And smiling says, ‘My Father made them all.’

Let  the voice of  f r iendship prevai l ,  and the anxiety of  
m in i s t e r i a l  f i d e l i t y  be  succe s s f u l ,  i n  pe r suad ing  you  
immed i a t e l y  t o  b e  re conc i l ed  t o  God  t h rough  f a i t h  
wh i ch  i s  i n  Ch r i s t  Je s u s .  P re s e n t ,  i n  s i n c e r i t y  a n d  
ea r ne s tne s s ,  the  p rayer  o f  Mose s ,  ‘ I f  thy  pre sence  go  
no t  w i th  me,  c a r r y  me  no t  up  hence.’ You  sha l l  no t  
a sk  in  va in ,  fo r  the  an swer  wi l l  come,  ‘My p re s ence  
sha l l  go with thee,  and I  wi l l  g ive thee res t .’ You wi l l  
leave al l  other fr iends behind you, but your best Fr iend 
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will go with you, and he will be more to you than father,  
mo the r,  b ro the r,  and  s i s t e r s .  Shou ld  you  de t e r m ine  
to  a c t  upon  th i s  adv i ce,  then  a l l  wh ich  wi l l  now be  
addressed to the next c las s  of  exi les  wi l l  a l so apper ta in  
to you.

M a ny  e m i g r a n t s  a r e  a l r e a d y  t r u e  C h r i s t i a n s ,  a n d  
w i l l  g o  o u t  a s  s u c h .  To  t h i s  c l a s s  I  n ow  a d d r e s s  
mysel f ,  with af fect ionate sol ic i tude for your wel f are in  
both wor lds .  F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  I  would make a  few remarks  
i n  t h e  way  o f  con so l a t i on .  I n  you r  p re s en t  c i rcum- 
s t ances  you need i t ,  and you may have  i t .  I  t r u s t  you  
have the peace which ar ises from the test imony of your  
consc ience,  tha t  in  l eav ing  your  count r y  you a re  fo l - 
lowing the leadings of Providence, and that you see the  
c l oudy  p i l l a r  mov ing  be fo re  you :  t h a t  i t  i s  a  l aw fu l  
ob j ec t  you  a re  pu r su ing  and  one  on  wh ich  you  may  
conf ident ly  a sk  God’s  ble s s ing .  Thi s  se t t led ,  you have  
i n  t h a t  o n e  t h o u g h t ,  ‘ I  a m  w h e re  G o d  l e d  m e ’ ,  a  
wo r l d  o f  c o n s o l a t i o n .  I n  t h e  w re c k  o f  e i t h e r  yo u r  
ve s s e l  o r  you r  f o r t une s ,  you  may  t h en  be  c a lm  and  
s a t i s f i ed ,  for  no remor se  wi l l  increa se  your  te r ror s  or  
a gg r ava t e  you r  s o r rows .  Nex t  you  may,  and  shou ld ,  
re f l ec t  wi th  comfor t  upon the  omnipre sence  o f  God.  
This  i s  one of  the main props  of  a l l  re l ig ion,  whether  
i n  the  way  o f  ho l y  f e a r  o r  s a c red  p l e a su re ;  whe the r  
with angel s  in  heaven or  with man upon ear th.  I t  was  
t h e  s ay i ng  o f  a  Jew i s h  Rabb i ,  ‘ I f  eve r y  man  wou l d  
consider God to be the great eye of the world, watching  
pe r pe tua l l y  over  a l l  our  ac t ions ,  and  tha t  h i s  hand  i s  
indef at igable,  and his  ear ever open, poss ibly s in might  
be extir pated from the f ace of the ear th.’ This  i s  going  
too  f a r,  bu t  i t  i s  impre s s ive.  Ye s ,  God i s  eve r ywhere  
pre sent ,  though inv i s ible  to  us .  Were the  emig rant  to 
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leave h i s  God,  when he le f t  h i s  countr y,  what  c rowds  
o f  s inner s  would  f l ee  f rom the  pre sence  o f  the  Lord ,  
and escape f rom the vig i lance of  hi s  watchful  eye,  but  
what Chr i s t ian would go? Pious youth,  God goes with  
you, wherever you go, he i s  there before you in a l l  the  
glory of his attr ibutes,  in al l  the tenderness of his love,  
in  a l l  the  f a i th fu lne s s  o f  h i s  p romi se s ,  and  in  a l l  the  
watchfu lnes s  o f  h i s  providence.  Be th i s  your  comfor t ,  
you  cannot  f l ee  f rom h i s  p re s ence.  And  a s  God  goe s  
wi th  you,  so  does  your  g rac ious  Redeemer,  in  a l l  h i s  
of f ices ,  character s ,  and endear ments .  So does the Holy  
Sp i r i t  w i th  a l l  h i s  in f luence s ,  so  doe s  your  B ible,  so  
does the throne of grace, so does the fellowship of saints,  
a t  l e a s t  t o  m o s t  p l a c e s .  Yo u  t h u s  c a r r y  yo u r  b e s t  
f r iends ,  your  r iches t  t rea sure s ,  your  deare s t  comfor t s ,  
your sa fes t  protect ion with you.  Without these no sun  
would  be  br igh t :  no  scener y  beaut i fu l ;  no  a i r  ba lmy;  
no soc ie ty  ag reeable ;  and no succe s s  joy fu l ;  but  wi th  
these,  consola t ion may be found on the most  deso la te  
s ho re s ,  a nd  i n  t h e  mo s t  d re a r y  s c ene s  o f  n a t u re  o r  
o f  Prov idence.  A l l  p l ace s  a re  equa l ly  nea r  to  heaven ,  
and al l  equal ly access ible to the f a l l ing rays which even  
now descend from i t s  g lor y.  On board the ship,  amidst  
a wicked crew and noisy passengers, he can be with you;  
and equally so in the rough population of some colonial  
town, or in the dreary wild of some colonial  deser t .  In  
the  deepes t  so l i tude  you may use  the  l anguage  which  
the  poe t  ha s  pu t  i n to  the  l i p s  o f  A l exande r  Se lk i rk ,  
when dwelling alone on the island of Juan Fernandez:

There’s mercy in every place, 
 And mercy, (encouraging thought!) 
Gives even affliction a grace, 
 And reconciles man to his lot.
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You remember perhaps  the anecdote of  Mungo Park,  
the  Af r ican  t r ave l l e r,  which I  have  g iven in  my work  
e n t i t l e d ,  T h e  Yo u n g  M a n  f r o m  H o m e .  H e  w a s  i n  
t he  he a r t  o f  A f r i c a ,  a l one  and  unp ro t e c t ed .  He  had  
just been robbed and str ipped by ferocious banditti ,  and  
the  fo l lowing  i s  the  account  he  g ive s  o f  h i s  f ee l ing s  
and  h i s  re l i e f :  ‘A f t e r  they  were  gone,  I  s a t  fo r  some  
t ime,  looking a round me wi th  amazement  and te r ror.  
Whichever way I  tur ned,  nothing appeared but danger  
a n d  d i f f i c u l t y.  I  s aw  my s e l f  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  a  va s t  
wilderness ,  in the depth of the rainy season, naked and  
a l one,  s u r rounded  by  s ava g e  an ima l s ,  a nd  men  s t i l l  
more savage. I  was f ive hundred miles  f rom the nearest  
European set t lement .  Al l  these  c i rcumstances  crowded  
at once on my recollection, and I confess that my spir it  
began to f a i l  me.  I  cons idered my f a te  a s  cer ta in ,  and  
tha t  I  had  no a l t e r na t ive  but  to  l i e  down and per i sh .  
The influence of relig ion, however, aided and supported  
me.  I  re f l ec ted  tha t  no  human pr udence  or  fo re s igh t  
cou ld  po s s i b l y  have  ave r t ed  my  p re s en t  su f f e r ing s .  I  
was  indeed a  s t ranger  in a  s t range land,  yet  I  was  s t i l l  
under  the  pro tec t ing  eye  o f  tha t  Prov idence  who ha s  
condescended to  ca l l  h imse l f  the  s t r anger ’s  f r iend.  At  
this  moment,  painful  as  my ref lect ions were,  the extra- 
ordinary beauty of a smal l  moss,  in fructi f icat ion, ir re- 
s i s t i b l y  c augh t  my  eye.  I  men t ion  th i s  to  show f rom  
wha t  t r i f l ing  c i rcums t ance s  the  mind  wi l l  somet imes  
der ive consolation; for, though the whole plant was not  
l a rger  than the  top o f  one o f  my f inger s ,  I  cou ld  not  
con t emp l a t e  t h e  de l i c a t e  con fo r ma t i on  o f  i t s  roo t s ,  
l e ave s ,  a n d  c a p s u l e ,  w i t h o u t  a d m i r a t i o n .  C a n  t h a t  
Be ing ,  thought  I ,  who p lanted ,  watered ,  and brought  
to perfection, in this obscure par t of the world, a thing 
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which appear s  o f  so  sma l l  impor tance,  look wi th  un- 
concer n upon the  s i tua t ion and su f fe r ing  o f  c rea ture s  
fo r med  a f t e r  h i s  own image?  su re l y  no t !  Re f l ec t ion s  
l ike these would not a l low me to despair.  I  s tar ted up,  
and ,  d i s rega rd ing  bo th  hunge r  and  f a t i gue,  t r ave l l ed  
f o rwa rd s ,  a s s u red  th a t  re l i e f  wa s  a t  h and :  and  I  wa s  
no t  d i s appo in ted .  In  a  shor t  t ime,  I  c ame  to  a  sma l l  
v i l l age,  a t  the  en t r ance  o f  which  I  over took  the  two  
shepherds  who had come wi th  me f rom Koama.  They  
we re  much  s u r p r i s e d  t o  s e e  me ;  f o r  t h ey  s a i d  t h ey  
never doubted that the Foulahs, when they had robbed,  
had murdered me.’

B u t  l e t  m e  n ow  o f f e r  yo u  s o m e  c o u n s e l s .  Ta ke n  
away from the means of g race, to which you have been  
accustomed, you will be in danger of resembling a child  
weaned a t  too ear ly  an age,  which droops  and s ickens  
f o r  wan t  o f  i t s  mo the r ’s  m i l k .  On  you r  voyage  you  
wi l l  f ind nothing around you to susta in your f a i th and  
godl iness ,  but everything adver se to them. For months  
your  Sabba th  exerc i s e s  wi l l  pe rhaps  be  noth ing  more  
than l i s ten ing to  a  few prayer s ,  or  a  ser mon for mal ly,  
coldly,  and careless ly read. You wil l  perhaps meet with  
no one who can ta lk with you the language of Canaan,  
and  f an  by  h i s  conve r s a t i on  and  p r aye r s  t he  l angu id  
f l ame o f  your  devot ion .  You wi l l  there fore  be  in  im- 
minen t  pe r i l  o f  lo s ing  much  o f  your  re l i g ion  on  the  
voyage.  To  gua rd  a g a in s t  t h i s ,  i t  i s  we l l  you  shou ld  
t ake  a  ca lm and in te l l igent  v iew of  your  s i tua t ion.  In  
this case, as well as in others, to be fore-warned is to be  
fore-ar med.  Be much in  prayer,  in  ear nes t ,  wres t l ing ,  
and  be l i ev ing  p r aye r,  be fo re  you  s t ep  on  boa rd .  In - 
tensely long to be kept, and then you will be kept. God  
can and wil l  make his  g race suf f ic ient for you. He can 
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preserve you, and wil l ,  i f  you desire i t ,  though there i s  
not another Chr is t ian in the ship.  He wil l  he the l i f ter  
up of your head, wil l  sustain you by his  power through  
faith, and will put his glory upon you.

Do not be ashamed of  your re l ig ion.  Much of  future  
annoyance  and embar ra s sment  wi l l  be  prevented  by  a  
bold and honest ,  yet meek and humble,  avowal of  your  
p r inc ip l e s .  The  f i r s t  cheek  g iven  in  a  new pha s e  o r  
a s p e c t  o f  l i f e  i s  t h a t  wh i ch  i s  mo s t  t o  b e  d re a d ed .  
Decis ion, maintained with f irmness but gentleness,  wil l  
soon subdue opposi t ion.  Your per secutor s ,  i f  such you  
shou ld  have,  w i l l  no t  be  s l ow to  f i nd  ou t  th a t  the i r  
r id icule i s  expended to no pur pose on one who i s  not  
a f f ec ted  by  i t ,  and  who a lways  re tur n s  good for  ev i l .  
But  for  th i s  mora l  and sp i r i tua l  courage,  you must  be  
much  in  p r aye r.  ‘Of  the  i chneumon i t  i s  s t a t ed ,  tha t  
when wounded by the serpent with which it is in conflict,  
o r  p rev iou s l y  to  renewing  the  con f l i c t ,  i t  re t i re s  by  
i n s t i nc t  to  a  p a r t i cu l a r  he rb,  f o r  expe l l i ng  wha t eve r  
venom it has received, and to be invigorated with fresh  
strength for obtaining the victory. Sancti fy the thought  
by your frequent ret irement to God for aid in the war- 
s t r i f e  i n  wh i ch  you  may  be  eng aged  w i th  s i n  i n  i t s  
var ious for ms around you, and i t s  most  subt le ins inua- 
t ions  in  your own breas t .’*  Fear  not ,  then,  to he seen  
with your Bible  and other  good books .  Let  your piety  
be  ne i ther  o s ten ta t ious ly  ob t r uded ,  nor  t imid ly  con- 
cea led .  At  f i r s t  i t  would  be  wel l  to  s ay  l i t t l e  about  i t  
to  o the r s ,  t i l l  you  have  ga ined  the i r  con f idence  and  
a f fec t ion.  Let  there  be no bus t l ing and of f ic ious  zea l ,  
no attempt to take the ship’s company by storm, nothing  
l ike  pa rad ing  your  re l i g ion  and  proc l a iming  your  in-

* The Christian Emigrant, by Dr Leifchild.
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tent ion to conver t  a l l  on board.  Thi s  wi l l  de fea t  your  
pur pose by ra i s ing up res i s tance.  Your l ight must shine  
before your fel low-passenger s, by your good works, and  
your rel ig ion must be seen in al l  i t s  loveliness and con- 
s i s t ency  be fore  i t  i s  hea rd .  Be  known a s  the  humble,  
meek ,  a nd  g en t l e  f o l l owe r  o f  t h e  L amb,  t h e  f r i e nd  
of  ever y one,  the enemy of  none.  I f  you can f ind men  
of l ike mind on board, cultivate their acquaintance, and  
l ive  in  sweet  fe l lowship wi th them. I f  they have the i r  
peculiar ities, as probably they will have, bear with them  
in  love.  Le t  there  be  the  be s t  under s t and ing  be tween  
you and them; for  the  quar re l s ,  or  even the  coolnes s ,  
of professing Christians, will do immense harm.

Take  e spec i a l  c a re  tha t  your  conduc t  be  un i fo r mly  
cons i s tent .  When i t  i s  known,  and known i t  ought  to  
be, that you are a relig ious man, you will be watched by  
the mal ignant eyes of  those who wait  for your hal t ing,  
and whose ingenuity will be taxed to lay snares for your  
f ee t .  One wrong s tep  wi l l  de s t roy  a l l  your  in f luence,  
by  d e f a c i n g  t h e  b e au t y  a nd  impa i r i n g  t h e  s t r e n g t h  
o f  your  example,  and  wi l l  sub jec t  no t  on ly  your se l f ,  
but al l  rel ig ion, to the suspicion of hypocr isy. You may  
hope by act ing in a  blameless  and har mless  manner,  to  
be  the  means  o f  do ing  good to  some o f  your  f e l low- 
emig rants .  You may discover some pensive and sor row- 
str icken hear t,  prepared, by deep sor row, to receive the  
consolat ions of the gospel .  Or you may f ind some pro- 
digal  a l ready beg inning to ponder with remor se on his  
wander ing s ,  in  whose  re l en t ing  hea r t  you may f a s t en  
convict ion,  penitence and f a i th.  You may be honoured  
o f  God thus  to  conver t  a  s inner  f rom the er ror  o f  h i s  
ways ,  to  save a  soul  f rom death ,  and hide a  mul t i tude  
o f  s in s .’ Shou ld  you  e s cape  the  mora l  dange r s  o f  the 
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voyage, and land upon a distant shore unharmed in soul,  
you  mus t  no t  cons ide r  tha t  a l l ,  o r  even  the  g rea te s t ,  
per i ls are over. There sti l l  remain al l  the tr ials to which  
you will be exposed in the struggle to be car r ied on for  
es tabl i shing your se l f  in the colony.  Many have escaped  
the shipwreck of the sea, only to incur the more fearful  
one,  not  only  of  the i r  for tune,  but  of  the i r  character.  
Professor s who have stood well at home, have miserably  
f a i l e d  a b ro a d .  I n  t h e  e a g e r  s t r i f e  w h i c h  yo u  w i l l  
perhaps car ry on for success in your new locality, where  
so many are  s t r iv ing with you and l ike you,  there i s  a  
f e a r  l e s t  t he  a rdou r  o f  re l i g iou s  a f f e c t i on  shou ld  be  
quenched in a f lood of ear thly-mindedness; and lest the  
pur i ty  of  re l ig ious  pr incip le  should be debased by the  
love and the prospect  of  Mammon’s  pe l f ,  e specia l ly  in  
the  go ld  reg ions .  I t  ha s  been s a id ,  wi th  what  t r u th  I  
w i l l  no t  t a ke  upon  me  t o  d e t e r m ine,  t h a t  ve r y  l a x  
pr inciples  of  moral i ty govern the trade of  some of  our  
c o l o n i e s ;  a n d  t h a t  m a ny  p ro f e s s i n g  C h r i s t i a n s  a r e  
ca r r ied  away by the  s t ream of  commerc ia l  d i shones ty.  
Doubtless many have therefore damaged their characters,  
however  they may have improved the i r  c i rcumstances .  
‘The  t r an s p l an t ed  t re e  may  exh i b i t  a s  f l ou r i s h i ng  a  
fol iage in the new soi l  where i t  i s  f ixed; but i f  i t s  f ruit  
become dwarfed, insipid, and tasteless, the change is one  
tha t  wi l l  ever  have to be deplored.  Let  your  p ie ty,  on  
the contrar y,  take a  deeper  root ,  and s t r ike out  wider  
its fruit-bear ing branches in the locality where you may  
be destined to spend the remainder of your days.’

A  C h r i s t i a n  o u g h t  t o  b e  a n x i o u s  t o  p ro m o t e  t h e  
mora l  and spi r i tua l  wel l-being of  the colony to which  
he emigrates. The best way to preserve his own relig ion  
i s  to keep i t  in act ion. St i l l  water,  as  I  have previous ly 
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rema rked ,  b reed s  f i l t h  and  ve r min ,  bu t  t he  r unn ing  
s t re am i s  c l e a r  and  pu re.  Ne i the r  ou r  s ou l ’s  h e a l t h ,  
nor our body’s ,  can be preserved without exercise.  But  
t h e re  i s  ano the r  re a son ,  my  young  f r i end s ,  wh i ch  I  
press  upon your attention, why you should be active in  
di f fus ing rel ig ion where you go, and that i s ,  the future  
de s t iny  o f  the  co lon ie s .  Wha t  i s  a  co lony?  Now,  in- 
deed ,  the  co l l e c t ion  f rom va r iou s  p a r t s  o f  the  e a r th  
o f  compara t ive ly  few adventurer s  se t t l ing  down upon  
the coast with a view to retr ieve their for tunes or their  
ch a r a c t e r s ,  o r  t o  s t a r t  i n  l i f e  w i th  advan t age s  t h e re  
which they could not command at home; but what wil l  
i t  be  a  cen tur y  or  two hence?  I t  i s  an  in f an t  s t a t e,  a  
nat ion in boyhood, which, when, ful l  g rown, may be a  
r iva l  o f  the  l and  tha t  gave  i t  ex i s t ence.  A l i t t l e  more  
than  two  cen tu r i e s  ago,  a  f ew ou tc a s t s  and  fug i t ive s  
from this country, flying from the demon of persecution,  
l a n d e d  f ro m  t h e  M ay f l o w e r ,  o n  a  b a r e  a n d  b a r r e n  
rock  on the  nor ther n  coa s t  o f  Amer ica .  The count r y  
a l l  around was bleak, desolate,  and wild,  and inhabited  
only by tr ibes of  Indians and herds of  buff a loes .  There  
wa s  a  c o l o ny.  W h a t  i s  i t  n ow ?  T h e  g r e a t e s t ,  t h e  
s t ronges t ,  the  mos t  f lour i sh ing  republ ic  ever  founded  
upon  e a r th ;  a  republ i c  wh i ch  i s  a l re ady  the  r iva l  i n  
t rade of  the f ather land, and which has  more than once  
been engaged with i t  success fu l ly in war.  I t  i s  thought  
by some that England has passed the zenith of i ts  glory,  
and  tha t  the  Br i t i sh  empi re  i s  de s t ined  to  decay  and  
f al l ; that its population will remain stationary or recede;  
its courage abate, its wealth diminish, and its ascendancy  
d i s appear ;  t i l l  a t  l eng th  the  Queen o f  the  Waves  wi l l  
s ink  in to  an  e t e r na l ,  though  no t  fo rgo t t en ,  s lumber.  
And  t h e  que s t i on  h a s  b e en  a s ked ,  whe the r  a t  s ome 
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fu tu re  pe r iod  in  our  wor ld ’s  h i s to r y.  and  amid s t  the  
changes  which take  p lace  in  i t s  a f f a i r s ,  some t rave l le r  
f rom New Zealand or Austra l ia may not s i t  down upon  
a  b roken  a rch  o f  London Br idge,  to  dep ic t  the  r u in s  
of  St  Paul ’s  Cathedra l ;  or  p lace himsel f  where he sha l l  
de l inea te  ‘ the  tower s  o f  York  Mins te r,  r i s ing  in  da rk  
magni f icence amid an aged fores t ;  or  go and t race the  
red  dee r  spo r t ing  in  s avage  independence  round  the  
A then i an  p i l l a r s  o f  the  Sco t t i sh  me t ropo l i s .’ A l l  th i s  
i s  not very probable;  but i f  i t  should be in the decrees  
of heaven and the dest inies of ear th, let i t  be your care  
who go as  Chr i s t i an emig rant s  to these  future nat ions  
which are to be exalted in majesty over the ruins of their  
parent country, that they shall be so educated in their in- 
fancy as to r ise up Chr istian states in their manhood. Go  
out with the holy and noble ambition of car rying on the  
work of evangelisat ion, civi l i sat ion, and ref inement. Be  
the patr iots  of your new country; and have your names  
enro l l ed  among those  to  whom i t s  fu ture  genera t ions  
sha l l  look back wi th g ra t i tude and re spect .  Car r y  out  
the pr inc ip le s  o f  c iv i l  and re l ig ious  l iber ty,  and never  
forget that  as  you are joining with other s  in laying the  
foundations of civi l  pol i ty,  i t  should be done with care  
and sk i l l ,  and so  tha t  they  sha l l  bear  a  super s t r uc ture  
in which God sha l l  dwel l  with man upon the ear th.  A  
h igh and holy  object  o f  ambi t ion i s  thus  presented to  
you.  Se ize  in  a l l  i t s  g randeur  and extent  the  concep- 
t i on  th a t  you  a re  a s s i s t i ng  i n  con s t r uc t i ng  the  b a s i s  
o f  fu tu re  na t ion s ,  and  l e t  no t  even  the  mode s ty  and  
humi l i t y  which  a re  the  na tu ra l  re su l t ,  and  shou ld  be  
t he  a c compan imen t s ,  o f  you r  compa r a t ive l y  humbl e  
circumstances in l i fe,  dispossess you of i t .  Even the day  
labourers who worked at the foundations of the Pyramids 
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had a share in raising a f abr ic which has been the admi- 
r a t ion  o f  a l l  age s ,  and  wi l l  p robably  l a s t  t i l l  the  end  
o f  t ime.  So  the  humble s t  emig r an t  tha t  l and s  on  the  
shore of  Austra l ia ,  i f  he be a man of  piety,  vir tue,  and  
a c t ive  benevo l ence,  i s  do ing  some th ing  towa rd s  t he  
wea l th ,  the  power,  and  the  mora l  g lor y  o f  the  fu ture  
state that may r ise in that now comparatively unpeopled  
wilderness.

In connexion with al l  this ,  and indeed for i t s  real iza- 
t ion ,  i t  i s  nece s s a r y  you shou ld  a t tend to  some other  
t h ing s .  I  re f e r  you  to  the  l a s t  ch ap t e r  f o r  wha t  you  
wi l l  need  a s  a  man o f  bu s ine s s ,  and  wha t  i s  e s s en t i a l  
to  your  succe s s .  The  knowledge,  indu s t r y,  e conomy,  
system, and perseverance, there recommended, necessary  
f o r  a l l ,  a re  p re -eminen t l y  so  fo r  you .  Wi thou t  you r  
determining to act thus, there is  not the remotest hope  
of  your success .  I f  you expect  to do without these en- 
dowments in a foreign land, you are mistaken. Give up  
a t  once a l l  not ion that  le s s  qua l i f ica t ion for  succes s  i s  
necessary in the colonies than at home. The ear th does  
not br ing for th her fruits spontaneously there even in a  
v i rg in soi l ,  any more than here.  The g round i s  cur sed  
f o r  man ’s  s a ke  a l l  ove r  t h e  g l obe ;  and  t o  e a r n  you r  
bread by the sweat of your brow is the condition of your  
ex i s tence in  Aus t ra l i a  and New Zea land,  a s  wel l  a s  in  
England.

You must  make up your  mind to hardships  unknown  
at  home. He that expects  to car ry to a new sett lement,  
at  leas t  in some par ts  of  the world,  a l l  the luxur ies ,  or  
even comfor ts which he may command here, and who is  
no t  p repa red  to  endure  much  s e l f -den i a l ,  h ad  be t t e r  
rema in  whe re  he  i s .  I t  i s  t r ue,  i n  the  towns  a l re ady  
formed in some of the colonies most of the usual com-
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f o r t s  o f  l i f e  may  b e  commanded ,  a s  we l l  a s  i n  t h i s  
c oun t r y ;  bu t  an  em ig r an t  c anno t  a lway s  choo s e  h i s  
a b o d e ,  a n d  m ay  b e  c a l l e d  t o  g o  b eyo n d  t h e  c i r c l e  
of  populat ion where he wil l  have to construct  his  own  
dwel l ing ,  to  make g rea t  par t  o f  h i s  own fur n i ture,  to  
c o o k  h i s  ow n  f o o d ;  a n d  yo u  s h o u l d  c o n s i d e r  we l l  
whether  th i s  wi l l  su i t  you ,  o r  you i t .  A  sp i r i t  o f  ad- 
venture,  where  i t  ex i s t s ,  a  buoyancy o f  sp i r i t s ,  a  love  
of  enter pr i se,  and a  hope of  succes s ,  wi l l  car r y  a  man  
through al l  these di f f icult ies ,  but have you these qual i- 
fications?

Gua rd  a g a i n s t  a  re ck l e s s  s p i r i t  o f  s p e cu l a t i on .  Do  
not  make has te  to  be r ich.  Thi s  i s  one of  the danger s  
of  colonia l  l i fe,  dangerous a l ike to moral  pr inciple and  
to  commerc i a l  p ro spe r i t y.  There  i s  g rea t  room fo r  i t  
a b ro ad ,  a nd  many  t emp t a t i on s  t o  i t .  I t  h a s  made  a  
f ew,  bu t  i t  ha s  r u ined  many.  Some have  endeavoured  
to  leap the chasm or  ford the r iver,  wi thout  pa t ient ly  
going round by the br idge,  and have succeeded;  whi le  
o ther s  in  mak ing  the  s ame a t tempt  have  been da shed  
to pieces or drowned. Speculat ion i s  a  game at  hazard.  
Do not play it. One throw of the die may win a for tune,  
bu t  t h e  n ex t  may  l o s e  i t .  Be  con t en t ed  t o  p l od  on  
s l ow ly,  bu t  c e r t a i n l y.  Wha t  i s  g a i ned  by  p a t i en t  i n - 
dus t r y  u sua l ly  wear s  be t te r  and l a s t s  longer  than tha t  
which is won in a lottery.

Especia l ly  watch aga ins t  a  want  of  commercia l  pr in- 
c i p l e .  I n  t h e  f i e rc e  con f l i c t  f o r  s u c c e s s  i n  a  young  
sett lement,  this  i s  one of the danger s to which al l  who  
enter into i t  are exposed. Go out determined to fol low  
t h e  ‘wha t s o eve r  t h i ng s  a re  t r u e,  hone s t ,  j u s t ,  pu re,  
l ove l y,  a nd  o f  good  repo r t .’ Make  up  you r  m ind  t o  
t h e  t r u t h  o f  G o d ’s  H o l y  Wo rd ,  t h a t  ‘ B e t t e r  i s  t h e 
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litt le that a r ighteous man hath, than the r iches of many  
wicked.’ Fa i lure  i s  to  be  in f in i te ly  pre fe r red ,  when i t  
comes with a good conscience, than success procured by  
in iqu i ty.  As  a  genera l  p r inc ip le  i t  wi l l  be  found t r ue  
that ‘honesty is the best policy’.

Keep up a  cor respondence with your nat ive countr y,  
e spec i a l l y  i f  you  have  l e f t  f r i end s  i n  i t  who  t ake  an  
in te re s t  in  your  we l f a re.  There  i s  someth ing  immora l  
and unchr ist ian in a disposit ion to forget the home and  
the fr iends of your childhood, and something posit ively  
c r ue l ,  in  keep ing  your  pa ren t s ,  o r  your  b ro ther s  and  
s i s te r s ,  ignorant  o f  your  c i rcumstances .  Thi s  i s  some- 
t imes  not  su f f i c i en t ly  thought  o f  by  those  who l eave  
the i r  count r y.  But  the  so i l  in  which  ea r l y  and  home  
a f fec t ions  a l l  wi ther  and d ie,  cannot  be  f avourable  to  
the growth of piety or virtue; it is cold and stony.

Be  ve r y  cau t iou s  about  choos ing  your  compan ions .  
Charac te r s  o f  a l l  va r i e t i e s ,  and  many  o f  them o f  the  
wo r s t  k i nd s ,  a re  t o  b e  f ound  i n  t h e  co l on i e s .  How  
many are obliged to emig rate,  and f ind in those distant  
re t rea t s  a  she l ter  f rom the f inger  of  scor n,  the tongue  
o f  rep roach ,  and ,  in  some ca se s ,  f rom the  v i s i t a t ion s  
of justice; men who go out unreclaimed, and who car ry  
all their bad pr inciples and evil dispositions with the them.  
Many of  them are  c lever,  spec ious ,  and p laus ible ;  but  
they car r y the ser pent ’s  cunning and venom under the  
va r iega ted  co lour s  o f  h i s  sk in .  Never  g ive  your  com- 
pany,  your ear,  your hand,  or  your conf idence,  to any  
one,  t i l l  you  have  p roved  tha t  he  i s  wor thy  o f  them.  
A s tranger in a s t range land,  you wil l  fee l  your lonel i- 
nes s ,  and in your craving a f ter  socia l  intercour se,  wi l l  
be in danger of f a l l ing into the snares of those who l ie  
in wait  to deceive.  One of the member s of  my church, 
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who car r ied out with him a considerable sum of money,  
gave his  conf idence, and with i t  a considerable por t ion  
o f  h i s  p rope r t y,  to  one  who  p ro f e s s ed  fo r  h im g re a t  
f r i endsh ip ;  and  but  fo r  mos t  de te r mined  proceed ing s  
would have lost  i t .  Men prowling about society to prey  
upon the unwary, are to be found everywhere, and they  
are not wanting in the colonies.

And  now l e t  me  d i re c t  your  a t t en t ion  to  wha t  the  
a p o s t l e  h a s  s a i d  o f  t h e  h o l y  p a t r i a r c h s  o f  C a n a a n ,  
‘These  a l l  d ied  in  f a i th ,  not  hav ing rece ived the  pro- 
mises, but having seen them afar off , and were persuaded  
o f  them and embraced  them,  and confe s sed  tha t  they  
we re  s t r a nge r s  a nd  p i l g r im s  on  t h e  e a r t h .  Fo r  t h ey  
th a t  s ay  such  th ing s  dec l a re  p l a in l y  tha t  they  s eek  a  
count r y.  And t r u ly,  i f  they  had  been  mind fu l  o f  tha t  
countr y f rom whence they came out ,  they might  have  
had oppor tunity to have returned. But now they desire  
a  be t te r  countr y,  tha t  i s ,  an  heavenly :  where fore  God  
is  not ashamed to be cal led their God: for he hath pre- 
p a r e d  f o r  t h e m  a  c i t y.’ B e  t h i s  t h e  v i ew  yo u  t a ke  
o f  your  ea r th ly  so jour n ,  a s  a  p i lg r image  to  the  sk ie s ;  
and thi s  the spir i t  you cher i sh in reference to i t .  Your  
c i rcums t ance s  fo rc ib l y  remind  you  o f  i t .  By  f a i th  in  
God ’s  b l e s s ed  Word ,  l ook  up  to  th a t  be t t e r  coun t r y  
which is  above and beyond the boundar ies of ear th and  
t ime:  the l and of  the holy,  the good,  and the ble s sed;  
where there is no more sea, and where there shall be no  
more death, or sor row, or crying; neither shal l  there be  
any more pain,  for  the for mer things  sha l l  have pas sed  
away ;  where  the  f ea r s ,  the  anx ie t i e s ,  and  the  l abour s  
of this world have no place, and the turmoil of l i fe, and  
the s t r i fes  of  bus iness  are unknown; where the wicked  
cea se  f rom t roubl ing and the wear y are  a t  re s t ;  where 
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temptation wil l  be over, and confl ict wil l  cease. Blessed  
coun t r y !  Be  i t  you r  ch i e f  s o l i c i t ude  t o  em ig r a t e  t o  
t h a t  j oy f u l  a nd  g l o r i ou s  l a nd .  F rom th i s  wo r l d  you  
mu s t  d e p a r t .  N o  c h o i c e  i s  l e f t  yo u .  T h e  h o u r  o f  
depar ture draws on; but whether i t  wil l  be in youth, in  
manhood,  or  in  o ld  age,  i s  known only  to  God.  Sha l l  
there be no preparation for that voyage and sett lement?  
How much your thoughts  are  now occupied about the  
new country to which you are going, and how anxiously  
bu s y  you  a re  i n  p rep a r i n g  f o r  t h e  voyag e  and  you r  
f u t u re  re s i d ence ;  a nd  s h a l l  l e s s  t hough t f u l n e s s ,  l e s s  
preparat ion, les s  anxiety be g iven to the emig rat ion to  
eternity? You have exercised much thought in choosing  
the  co lony  where  you  mean  to  s e t t l e  fo r  l i f e.  There  
a re  bu t  two  p l a c e s  o f  s e t t l emen t  b eyond  t h e  g r ave,  
heaven and hel l ;  between these l ies your choice; to one  
or other you must soon depar t;  which wil l  you choose?  
Which?
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CHAPTER 10

DISAPPOINTMENT OR FULFILLMENT OF PARENTAL HOPES

And  Lame c h  l i v e d  an  hund r e d  e i g h t y  and  two  ye a r s,  
and bega t  a  son:  and he  ca l l ed  h i s  name Noah,  say ing,  
Th i s  s ame  s h a l l  c om f o r t  i t s  c o n c e r n i n g  ou r  wo r k  and  
toil of our hands. Genesis 5:28, 29.

And the king was much moved, and went up to the cham- 
b e r  o ve r  t h e  g a t e  and  wep t :  and  a s  h e  w en t ,  t hu s  h e  
s a i d ,  O my  s on  Ab s a l om ,  my  s on ,  my  s on  Ab s a l om !  
wou ld  God  I  had  d i e d  f o r  t h e e,  O Absa l om,  my  s on ,  
my son! 2 Samuel 18:33.

When Lamech,  one of  the few antedi luvians  men- 
tioned in the fifth chapter of Genesis, selected a name  

fo r  h i s  son ,  he  de te r mined  to  c a l l  h im Noah ,  wh ich  
s i gn i f i e s  ‘ re s t ’ ;  fo r  he  s a id ,  ‘Th i s  s ame sha l l  comfor t  
us  concer ning our labour.’ The hi s tor y of  thi s  Lamech  
is involved in impenetrable obscur ity, which no conjec- 
t u re  c an  remove.  Bu t  you  a re  no t  t o  con found  h im  
with the Lamech ment ioned in the preceding chapter,  
who was  a  de scendant  o f  Ca in .  I t  i s  p robable  tha t  in  
naming his  son, Lamech the f ather of Noah was guided  
by  a  re fe rence  to  some c i rcumstance s  o f  d i squ ie t  and  
d i scomfor t  connected  wi th  h i s  own l i f e,  o f  which no  
mention i s  made in the Scr iptures .  Whether the se lec- 
tion of the name was the result of prophetic inspiration, 
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or  mere ly  o f  parenta l  so l i c i tude  and hope,  we cannot  
t e l l .  The  event ,  however,  ju s t i f i ed  the  se l ec t ion ,  and  
the l i fe  of  Noah answered to hi s  name.  With hi s  ear ly  
h i s t o r y  t h e  Au tho r  o f  r eve l a t i on  h a s  l e f t  u s  a lmo s t  
en t i re l y  unacqua in ted .  A l l  tha t  i s  s a id  o f  h im be fo re  
h e  i s  i n t roduc ed  t o  u s  a s  t h e  p a t r i a r c h  o f  t h e  n ew  
wor ld ’s  inhab i t an t s ,  i s ,  tha t  ‘Noah wa lked  wi th  God,  
a n d  wa s  p e r f e c t  i n  h i s  g e n e r a t i o n .’ I n  t h e  m i d s t  
o f  a  cor rupt  age  he dared to  be s ingular,  and was  not  
a shamed or  a f r a id  to  avow hi s  p ie ty  amids t  the  sco f f s  
o f  the impious .  For  f ive  centur ie s  h i s  parent s  l ived to  
wi tne s s  h i s  ho ly  conduc t  and  h i s  h igh  ca l l ing ,  a s  the  
p re a che r  o f  r i gh t eou sne s s ,  and  t he  p re s e r ve r  o f  t h e  
human race from utter  destruct ion. What a lengthened  
period of parental enjoyment!*

A melancholy contras t  i s  presented to a l l  thi s ,  in the  
h i s t o r y  o f  Ab s a l om .  H i s  n ame  s i gn i f i e s ,  ‘ t h e  f a t h e r  
o f  peace ’ .  A l a s ,  a l a s ,  wha t  a  con t r ad i c t ion  wa s  the re  
between his history and his name. He was evidently his  
f a the r ’s  f avou r i t e  son .  We d i s c e r n  and  condemn the 

* We  a r e  no t  pe rm i t t ed  t o  know a l l  God ’ s  r e a son s  f o r  t he  ex t r eme  
l o n g e v i t y  o f  t h e  P a t r i a r c h s  o f  t h e  a n t e d i l u v i a n  w o r l d .  B u t  w e  c a n  
s e e  t h a t  i t  t e n d e d ,  b y  o r a l  t r a d i t i o n ,  t o  p r e s e r v e ,  u n c o r r u p t e d ,  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  r e v e l a t i o n  m a d e  t o  o u r  f i r s t  p a r e n t s  i n  P a r a d i s e .  A t  t h a t  
t i m e ,  m o s t  p r o b a b l y ,  a l p h a b e t i c  w r i t i n g  w a s  u n k n o w n ;  a n d  i t  w a s  
i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  a c c o u n t  o f  c r e a t i o n ;  o f  t h e  
o r i g i n  o f  t h e  h u m a n  r a c e ;  o f  t h e  p r i m e v a l  p r o p h e c y  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  
s e ed  o f  t he  woman ;  and  o f  t he  d i v ine  i n s t i t u t i on  o f  s a c r i f i c e s ,  s hou ld  
p a s s  t h r o u g h  a s  f e w  h a n d s  a s  p o s s i b l e .  I t  i s  n o t  a b s o l u t e l y  c e r t a i n  
t h a t  t h i s  e x t r e m e  l o n g e v i t y  w a s  g r a n t e d  t o  a n y  b u t  t h e  p e r s o n s  
m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h e  b o o k  o f  G e n e s i s ;  i f  i t  w a s ,  t h e r e  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  
r e a s on s  f o r  t h i s  e x t r ao rd i n a r y  l eng th  o f  human  l i f e  b e f o r e  t h e  f l ood ,  
w i t h  w h i c h  w e  a r e  n o t  a c q u a i n t e d .  T h i s  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  m a n y  t h i n g s  
o r  reve l a t ion ,  which  we mus t  t ake  upon i t s  own we l l -  acc red i ted  te s t i - 
m o n y ,  w i t h o u t  m a k i n g  o u r  e x p e r i e n c e  o r  o b s e r v a t i o n  a  s t a n d a r d  b y  
which to try them, or a reason for rejecting them.
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weakne s s  o f  Dav id ,  whose  pa r t i a l i t y  wa s ,  in  a l l  p ro- 
bab i l i t y,  c a l l ed  fo r th  by  the  ex t r ao rd ina r y  beau ty  o f  
Ab s a lom,  an  unwor thy  mot ive.  He  gave  h im a  name  
e xp re s s ive  o f  h i s  f onde s t  w i s h e s  and  a f f e c t i on s .  He  
watched wi th more than ord inar y  in tere s t  and regard ,  
the  deve lopment  o f  h i s  beaut i fu l  for m,  the  increa s ing  
at tract ions of  his  winning and f ascinat ing manner s ,  the  
nobleness of his bear ing, and the displays of his genius.  
Even Solomon was, at  that t ime, l i t t le thought of com- 
pa red  wi th  Absa lom.  In  th i s  f avour i t e  Dav id ’s  hope s  
at one time centred more than in al l  his other children.  
But  th i s  b r igh t  b lo s som o f  pa ren ta l  fondnes s  and  ex- 
pectation, soon exhibited signs of blight, and the sequel  
became another  in s tance and proof  o f  the  e f fec t s  o f  a  
f a the r ’s  i n jud i c iou s  and  mi sd i re c t ed  p a r t i a l i t y.  Wi th  
Absalom’s per sonal beauty, was associated a most vicious  
character,  which wrung his  f ather’s  hear t  with anguish.  
He manifested one enormity af ter another,  t i l l  his  mis- 
conduct rose to a c l imax, by rebel l ion and par r icide in  
intent ion,  and brought  him to an unt imely end.  What  
a bitter and cruel disappointment of parental  hopes was  
t he re !  The  da r l i ng ,  the  beau t i f u l  Ab s a lom,  p roved  a  
l iber t ine,  a  murderer,  a  rebe l :  a  character  which,  not- 
withstanding al l  his f ather’s l inger ing affection and fond  
precaut ions ,  b rought  the  unhappy son to  h i s  g rave  in  
in f amy and blood .  In s tead  o f  h i s  rema in s  repos ing  in  
t h e  s p l end i d  mau so l eum wh i ch  h i s  van i t y  h ad  con- 
structed, and by which he ambitiously hoped to perpetu- 
a t e  h i s  f ame to  fu tu re  genera t ion s ,  they  were  bur i ed  
under a heap of stones, with no funeral obsequies to do  
honour to his rank, and no inscr iption to perpetuate his  
n a m e .  B u t  h ow  m u c h  d o e s  i t  t a ke  t o  we a r  o u t  a  
f ather’s love, land to quench his fondness for a f avour ite 
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c h i l d !  N o  s o o n e r  we re  t h e  t i d i n g s  a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  
Absa lom was dead,  than a l l  h i s  cr imes were forgotten,  
and the poor a f f l ic ted f a ther  rushed into hi s  chamber,  
and uttered one of the most s imple and pathetic lamen- 
tat ions which g r ief  ever dictated,  or language ever ex- 
p re s s ed ,  in  tho se  mov ing  word s ,’O my son  Absa lom,  
my son ,  my son  Absa lom!  wou ld  God I  had  d i ed  fo r  
t hee !  O Ab s a lom,  my  son ,  my  son ! ’ Wi th  the s e  two  
ca se s ,  a s  an  h i s to r i ca l  in t roduc t ion ,  I  en te r  upon the  
cons ide ra t ion  o f  my sub jec t :  ‘The  d i s appo in tment  or  
fulfilment of parental hopes.’

I  sha l l  rever se  the order  of  the text s ,  and dwel l  f i r s t  
upon the conduct of  him who defeats  the expectat ions  
w h i c h  h ave  b e e n  i n d u l g e d  by  t h o s e  w h o  we re  t h e  
author s  of  his  being.  Parenta l  hopes are usual ly s trong.  
The  word s  o f  ou r  Lo rd  a re  a c co rd ing  t o  n a tu re,  ‘A  
woman when she i s  in travai l  hath sor row, because her  
hour  i s  come :  bu t  a s  soon  a s  she  i s  de l ive red  o f  the  
ch i ld ,  she  remembere th  no more  her  angui sh ,  for  joy  
that  a  man i s  bor n into the world.’ Who but  a  mother  
can tell the feelings of that moment when her new-born  
babe  i s  f i r s t  l a id  in  her  bosom;  and who but  a  f a ther  
can know the emotions which are excited when he sees,  
f o r  the  f i r s t  t ime,  h i s  own image  re f l e c t ed  f rom the  
countenance of  that  l i t t le  unconscious creature,  whose  
inf ant cry, as  he takes him in his  arms, seems to say, in  
i n a r t i c u l a t e  l a n g u a g e ,  ‘ M y  F a t h e r ! ’ F ro m  t h a t  m o - 
ment parental  hopes beg in. The child br ings them with  
h im  i n to  t h e  wo r l d .  How fond l y  t h e  p a ren t s  wa t ch  
the i r  t re a su re  a s  l i e  i s  d and l ed  in  a  mothe r ’s  l ap,  o r  
s l e ep s  i n  t he  c r ad l e.  How o f t en  they  muse  toge the r  
over  h i s  fu ture  des t in ie s ,  s ay ing  to  each other,  ‘What  
manner  o f  ch i ld  sha l l  th i s  be ? ’ As  the  babe  g rows  to 
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a  ch i ld ,  the  ch i ld  to  a  youth ,  the  youth to  manhood,  
wha t  e xp e c t a t i on s  a re  r a i s e d ,  wha t  c on j e c t u re s  a re  
formed, what prognost icat ions are uttered! The mother  
hopes  her  son wi l l  be  her  comfor t ,  and the f a ther  h i s  
he lp,  and both  make h im the i r  boa s t .  As  h i s  f acu l t i e s  
d eve l op,  t h ey  s e e ,  o r  t h i nk  t h ey  s e e ,  a nd  t h e  f ond  
i l lus ion can he forg iven them, the marks of  abi l i ty and  
t h e  t r a i t s  o f  e x c e l l en c e.  F re ak s  o f  ch i l d i s h  p a s s i on ,  
instances of waywardness of temper, and not unfrequent  
act s  of  di sobedience,  which to other s  hold out painful  
por ten t s ,  a re  e i ther  unnot iced ,  o r  do  not  d i s tu rb  the  
pleas ing vis ion, or lower the expectat ions of future ex- 
ce l lence,  i f  not  o f  eminence.  Hope i s  predominant  in  
the f ather’s hear t; al l  children, he says, have their foll ies  
and f aul t s ,  and hi s  not  more than other s .  He sends hi s  
son to school, where he trusts he will improve his mind,  
and  p repa re  fo r  fu tu re  l i f e :  appren t i ce s  h im to  some  
trade or profession by which he expects he wil l  do well  
in  the  wor ld :  he  s t a r t s  h im in  bus ine s s ,  and  thus  en- 
ab l e s  h im to  p rov ide  f o r  h imse l f  and  a  f am i l y.  How  
many hour s of his  pr ivate conver sat ion have been spent  
w i th  h i s  w i f e  ove r  th i s  son  o f  the i r s !  Wha t  p i c tu re s  
h ave  b e e n  d r aw n  o f  h i s  f u t u re  c a r e e r !  S u re l y  s u c h  
t a lent s ,  so  cu l t iva ted ,  and wi th such advantages ,  mus t  
succeed.  Under  the  burdens  o f  l i fe,  and the care s  and  
labour s which their f amily br ing upon them, they look  
forward, dur ing the inf ancy of their chi ldren, to future  
year s, anticipating the pleasures to ar ise from the obedi- 
ence, g rat i tude, and usefulness of those who they think  
wi l l  be  the  prop o f  the i r  o ld  age,  and the  suppor te r s  
of  each other,  when they are gone to their  res t .  Pleas- 
i n g  r e f l e c t i o n s !  Joy f u l  a n t i c i p a t i o n s !  B u t  i n  m a ny  
c a s e s ,  va i n  i l l u s i on s !  How w i s e l y  i s  i t  o rd e red  t h a t 



 proof-reading draft 289

man should  not  be  able  to  l i f t  up the  ve i l  o f  fu tur i ty  
and foresee the hi s tor y of  himsel f  and of  hi s  chi ldren.  
I t  i s  e nough  t o  know  t h e  i l l s  o f  l i f e  a s  t h ey  a r i s e ,  
wi thout  contempla t ing  them in  the  d i s t ance.  What  a  
misery to have al l  these hopes end in bitter disappoint- 
ment, l ike beautiful blossoms cut off by a nipping frost!  
I  s p e a k  n o t  n ow  o f  t h a t  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  w h i c h  i s  
occas ioned by the d i spensa t ions  o f  Providence,  in  the  
e a r l y  de a th  o f  ch i l d ren .  Th i s  o f t en  come s ,  bu t  how  
many, under a bit terer disappoint mer it  s t i l l ,  have l ived  
to wish their  chi ldren had died in inf ancy.  And amidst  
the s ins and fol l ies  of  the af ter year s  of their  chi ldren’s  
l ives, have mourned with g r ief of hear t,  and exclaimed,  
‘Oh,  tha t  my son  had  d ied  f rom the  womb,  and  tha t  
the  c rad le  had become h i s  co f f in ,  r a ther  than tha t  he  
should have lived to distress and dishonour me as he has  
done.’

Bu t  wha t  i s  i t  t h a t  w i l l  d i s appo in t  p a ren t a l  hope s ?  
Undu t i f u l n e s s ,  a nd  wan t  o f  a f f e c t i on ,  w i l l  do  t h i s .  
Parent s  have  a  r ight  g ranted  by  na ture,  conf i r med by  
rea son ,  and  en jo ined  by  Scr ip ture,  to  the  obed ience,  
honour,  g r a t i t ude,  and  l ove  o f  t he i r  ch i l d ren .  They  
l ook  f o r  t he i r  due,  and  expec t  f rom the i r  o f f s p r i ng  
eve r y th ing  t h a t  c an  t hu s  conduce  t o  t h e i r  comfo r t .  
And to receive rudeness instead of respect; disobedience  
i n s t e ad  o f  s ubmi s s i on ;  con t emp t  i n s t e ad  o f  e s t e em ;  
a nd  co l d  i nd i f f e rence,  o r  man i f e s t  d i s l i ke ,  o r  c r u e l  
unk indne s s ,  i n s t e ad  o f  a f f e c t ion  and  g r a t i tude !  How  
cu t t ing  i s  th i s !  Wel l  d id  So lomon s ay,  ‘A  foo l i sh  son  
is  a g r ief to his f ather, and a bitterness to her that bore  
h i m .’ ‘ O h ,  h ow  o f t e n ,’ d o  t h ey  s ay  t og e t h e r ,  ‘ h a s  
our author i ty been af f ronted, and our love s l ighted for  
a  mere tr i f le.  We expected better  things ,  and natura l ly 
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supposed tha t  so  much love a s  we have l av i shed upon  
h im would have brought  us  back some love in re tur n.  
I s  th i s  the reward of  a l l  our  s tudy and e f for t s  to make  
him happy and do him good?’ Oh, who can te l l ,  ‘How  
shar per than a ser pent’s  tooth i t  i s ,  to have a thankless  
ch i ld .’ I  be l ieve tha t  deep f i l i a l  reverence i s  o f ten the  
b a s i s  o f  t h a t  h i ghe r  p r i n c i p l e ,  t h e  f e a r  o f  God ;  and  
that, on the contrary, a manifest want of good disposition  
and good conduct towards parents, must ever be, attended  
with irreligion, and vicious dispositions and habits.

Indolence, want of application, and carelessness about  
general improvement, must,  of cour se, produce the dis- 
a p p o i n t m e n t  I  n ow  s p e a k  o f .  A f t e r  a  g o o d  s c h o o l  
ha s  been  se l ec ted  fo r  a  youth ,  and  a f t e rward s  a  su i t - 
able  s i tua t ion  for  acqu i r ing  a  knowledge  o f  bus ine s s ;  
when improvement in general knowledge, and especial ly  
t h e  a c qu i s i t i o n  o f  a  t r a d e ,  i s  n a t u r a l l y  l o o ke d  f o r ,  
t h en  t o  s e e  no t h i n g  bu t  i n do l en c e ,  i g no r an c e ,  a nd  
s t up i d i t y ;  money,  t ime,  e xho r t a t i on  a l l  wa s t ed ;  t h e  
youth going for th into the world i l l-informed, unskil led  
in matters of trade, unf it for any situation of importance  
a s  a  servant ,  and equal ly  unf i t  to manage a  bus iness  a s  
a  ma s t e r !  How mor t i f y ing ,  how d i s appo in t ing ,  i s  a l l  
this  to a f ather!  How distress ing for him to f ind a l l  his  
schemes  thwar ted;  a l l  h i s  ant ic ipa t ions  f r us t ra ted;  and  
while other young men are making their way in l i fe,  to  
see his son neither able nor wil l ing to do any thing for  
h i m s e l f !  H e  m ay  n o t  b e  v i c i o u s ,  bu t  h e  i s  i d l e ,  a  
habit which is  next to actual cr ime, and general ly leads  
to it.

Ve r s a t i l i t y  o f  d i s po s i t i on  a l s o,  whe reve r  i t  e x i s t s ,  
de f e a t s  t he  hope s  o f  p a ren t s  who  judge  w i s e l y.  I t  i s  
good  coun s e l  wh i ch  So lomon  g ive s ,  whe re  he  s ay s , 
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‘ M e d d l e  n o t  w i t h  t h e m  t h a t  a r e  g i ve n  t o  c h a n g e .’  
To change, when it  i s  from bad to good is a lways r ight;  
and i t  i s  a  par t  o f  wi sdom to know when and how to  
change  fo r  the  be t t e r.  Th i s  i s  a  d i f f e ren t  th ing  f rom  
be ing  ‘ g iven  to  change.’ I  repe a t  wha t  I  s a i d  i n  t he  
last chapter, that there is nothing against which a young  
man ought  more  a s s iduous ly  to  guard  than ver s a t i l i ty  
of  di sposi t ion.  There i s  as  much truth as  beauty in the  
p rove rb,  ‘A  ro l l ing  s tone  ga the r s  no  mos s .’ Reuben ’s  
charac te r  should  be  a  beacon to  a l l  young men,  ‘Un- 
s t ab l e  a s  wa t e r,  t hou  sha l t  no t  exce l .’ The  man  who  
t r i e s  man  t h i n g s ,  w i t hou t  ke ep i n g  t o  a ny  t h i n g ,  i s  
ab so lu t e l y  c e r t a in  to  do  no th ing .  A  t re e  may  some- 
times be better for one removal, but it can never flour ish  
under  a  f requent  t ransp lant ing.  How annoying i s  i t  to  
a  f a ther  to  f ind tha t  he  ha s  sca rce ly  in t roduced a  son  
in to  a  good s i tua t ion  e re  the  youth  g rows  t i red  o f  i t  
and leaves it, and comes back again a dead weight upon his  
f ather’s hands, ti l l ,  t ired out with his perpetual changes,  
the good man is  compelled to throw him upon his own  
resources, in which case he generally comes to ruin.*

* A  v e r y  l a m e n t a b l e  i n s t a n c e  o f  t h e  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  p a r e n t a l  
h o p e s ,  o c c a s i o n e d  b y  a n  u n s e t t l e d  a n d  r o v i n g  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  h a p p e n e d  
i n  t he ,  f am i l y  o f  t h a t  d i s t i ngu i shed  theo log i an ,  t he  l a t e  Rev .  And rew  
F u l l e r .  H i s  e l d e s t  b o y  w a s  a  y o u t h  o f  t h i s  c h a r a c t e r .  H i s  f a t h e r  
ob t a ined  fo r  h im a  good  s i tua t ion  in  London .  He  a t  one  t ime  thought  
o f  t h e  m in i s t r y ,  and  wa s  t h en ,  o f  cou r s e ,  a  mor a l ,  and ,  a ppa r en t l y ,  a  
r e l i g i o u s ,  y o u n g  m a n .  H i s  f a t h e r ,  h o w e v e r ,  s o o n  r e c o r d e d  t h i s  
r e m a r k  i n  h i s  d i a r y :  ’ A l a s ,  a l a s ,  I  h a v e  s e e n  t h a t  i n  t h e  c o n d u c t  
o f  my  poo r  boy  wh i ch  h a s  a lmo s t  b roken  my  he a r t ,  who s e  i n s t ab i l i t y  
i s  c o n t i n u a l l y  a p p e a r i n g .  H e  m u s t  l e a v e  L o n d o n ,  a n d  w h a t  t o  d o  
w i t h  h im  I  know no t . ’  Ano the r  s i t u a t i on  wa s  p ro cu r ed  i n  h i s  n a t i v e  
t o w n ,  b u t  h i s  r e s t l e s s  d i s p o s i t i o n  s o o n  d i s c o v e r e d  i t s e l f ,  a n d  h e  
e n l i s t e d  i n t o  t h e  a r m y .  I n  a  l i t t l e  t i m e ,  b e i n g  u n d e r s t o o d  t o  b e  a n  
a pp r en t i c e ,  h e  wa s  d i s ch a r g ed .  Ano the r  s i t u a t i on  wa s  f ound  f o r  h im , 
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Fai lure in business ,  however i t  occur s,  must of neces- 
s i t y  p rove  a  ve r y  pa in fu l  d i s appo in tment  to  pa ren t a l  
hopes .  When a  f a ther  ha s  s t a r ted  h i s  son in  bus ine s s ,  
and advanced capi ta l  for  the pur pose,  and expected to  
s e e  h im  p ro s p e r,  i t  mu s t  b e  a  s ou rc e  o f  ve r y  g re a t 

b u t  i n  v a i n :  f o r  h e  e n l i s t e d  a  s e c o n d  t i m e ;  i n t o  t h e  m a r i n e s .  H i s  
f a the r ,  i n  comp l i ance  w i th  h i s  w i she s ,  p rocu red  h i s  l i b e r a t i on ;  and  in  
a b o u t  a  m o n t h  h e  l e f t  h i s  n e w  p l a c e  a n d  f r i e n d s .  P e r c e i v i n g  
t h e r e  w a s  n o  h o p e  o f  h i s  s e t t l i n g  t o  b u s i n e s s ,  h i s  s o r r o w i n g  p a r e n t  
p r o c u r e d  h i m  a  s i t u a t i o n  i n  a  m e r c h a n t  s h i p :  b u t  b e i n g  o n  s h o r e  
o n e  L o r d ’ s  d a y ,  b e f o r e  h e  j o i n e d  t h e  s h i p ,  h e  w a s  l a i d  h o l d  o f  b y  
a  p r e s s - g ang ,  a nd  c a r r i e d  t o  s e a .  I t  wa s  s oon  r e po r t e d  t h a t  t h e  poo r  
b o y  h a d  b e e n  g u i l t y  o f  s o m e  o f f e n c e ;  h a d  b e e n  t r i e d ,  a n d  s e n - 
t e n c e d  t o  r e c e i v e  t h r e e  h u n d r e d  l a s h e s ;  t h a t  h e  r e c e i v e d  t h e m ,  a n d  
immed i a t e l y  e xp i r e d .  Unde r  t h i s  t r i a l ,  Mr  F  t hu s  w ro t e  t o  a  f r i e nd ,  
‘ O h !  t h i s  i s  h e a r t ’ s  t r o u b l e !  I n  f o r m e r  c a s e s ,  m y  h e a r t  f o u n d  v e n t  
i n  t e a r s ;  b u t  n o w  I  c a n  s e l d o m  w e e p .  A  k i n d  o f  m o r b i d  h e a r t - 
s i c k n e s s  p r e y s  u p o n  m e  f r o m  d a y  t o  d a y .  E v e r y  o b j e c t  a r o u n d  m e  
r em ind s  me  o f  h im !  Ah ,  h e  wa s  w i ck ed ,  a nd  m ine  e y e  wa s  no t  ov e r  
h i m  t o  p r e v e n t  i t ;  h e  w a s  d e t e c t e d ,  t r i e d ,  a n d  c o n d e m n e d ,  a n d  I  
k n e w  i t  n o t ;  h e  c r i e d  u n d e r  h i s  a g o n i e s ,  b u t  I  h e a r d  h i m  n o t ;  h e  
exp i r ed  w i thou t  an  eye  t o  p i t y  o r  a  h and  to  he l p  h im .  Oh ,  Ab s a l om,  
m y  s o n ,  m y  s o n !  w o u l d  I  h a d  d i e d  f o r  t h e e ,  m y  s o n ! ’  T h e  r e p o r t  
h o w e v e r  w a s  i n c o r r e c t ,  y e t  s o m e  t i m e  a f t e r w a r d s  h e  d e s e r t e d ,  a n d  
s u f f e r ed  s o  s e v e r e  a  pun i s hmen t  a s  t o  b e  t o t a l l y  un f i t t e d  f o r  s e r v i c e ,  
b y  t h e  e f f e c t  i t  h a d  u p o n  h i s  h e a l t h .  H e  w a s  a g a i n  d i s c h a r g e d .  H e  
in  some mea sure  r ecovered  h i s  hea l th ,  and  a  s i tua t ion  wa s  about  to  be  
p r o v i d e d  f o r  h i m ;  b u t  h e  a g a i n  a b s c o n d e d ,  e n t e r e d  a  s e c o n d  t i m e  
i n t o  t h e  ma r i n e s ,  wen t  t o  s e a ,  a nd  h i s  f r i e nd s  n e v e r  a g a i n  s aw  h im .  
He  d i ed  o f f  L i sbon  a f t e r  a  l i nge r ing  i l l ne s s ,  and ,  the re  i s  some  r e a son  
t o  h o p e ,  c o n f e s s i n g  a n d  l a m e n t i n g  t h e  e r r o r  o f  h i s  w a y s .  ‘ T h i s  
n a r r a t i v e , ’  r e m a r k s  M r  F u l l e r ’ s  b i o g r a p h e r ,  ‘ c o n t a i n s  m a n y  t h i n g s  
p a i n fu l  t o  s u r v i v i ng  f r i end s ,  wh i ch  t h ey  wou ld  g l a d l y  h ave  bu r i ed  i n  
ob l i v i on ,  and  wh i ch  I  wou ld  neve r  h ave  i n s e r t ed  h ad  t hey  ab so lu t e l y  
f o rb idden  me .  Bu t  the  s t rong  room the re  s eems  to  be  to  hope  tha t  so  
a f f e c t i n g  a n  a c c o u n t  m a y  b e ,  u n d e r  t h e  D i v i n e  b l e s s i n g ,  t h e  m e a n s  
o f  r e c l a i m i n g  s o m e  u n h a p p y  y o u t h  u n d e r  s i m i l a r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  o r  
o f  d e t e r r i n g  o t h e r s  f r o m  r e n d i n g  a  p a r e n t ’ s  h e a r t  w i t h  a n g u i s h ,  a n d  
invo lv ing  themse lve s  in  mi se ry ,  ha s  induced  them to  y i e ld  to  my wi sh  
for its not being suppressed.’
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d i s t r e s s  t o  f i n d  t h a t  a l l  h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  s e r ve  h i m  
are abortive. Where this is the effect of causes over which  
even industr y and abi l i ty could have no control ;  which  
involve no blame; and which therefore must be resolved  
into a dispensation of Providence, there is not the aggra- 
va t i o n  o f  s o r row  w h i c h  i s  p ro d u c e d  by  i n c a p a c i t y  
indo lence  or  ex t ravagance.  In  such a  ca se  a  jud ic ious  
and kind f a ther  wi l l  comfor t  h i s  unfor tunate  son,  and  
cheer  him onward,  by sympathy and promise of  a s s i s t- 
ance, to make other efforts, though it is of course a tr ial,  
a nd  a  h e avy  one.  Bu t  whe re  m i s conduc t  h a s  l e d  t o  
the sad result ,  how bitter i s  the cup of parental  sor row!  
For a f ather to occupy the dreadful post of observation,  
darker every hour, as he watches the downward progress  
of a son negligent of his business, and g iving himself up  
to  hab i t s  wh ich  mus t  end  in  h i s  r u in !  Oh,  mi se r abl e  
son,  and miserable parent !  He who should,  and might ,  
have been a f lour ishing tradesman, becomes a bankrupt,  
and instead of r ising to respectability, sinks to indigence  
and  contempt .  How many fond an t i c ipa t ions  a re  t e r - 
mina ted ,  how many br ight  v i s ions  a re  d i spe l l ed ,  how  
many joyous expectat ions are prostrated by that wreck!  
And as  the hopes  of  pas t  t imes  are  defeated,  none can  
b e  i n du l g ed  f o r  t h e  f u t u re .  Had  i t  b e en  t h e  r e s u l t  
o f  mi s for tune,  the  son might  have  recovered  h imse l f ;  
bu t  a s  t h e  r u i n  c a m e  by  m i s c o n d u c t ,  w h a t  g ro u n d  
of hope is left to the disconsolate father?

P ro f l i g a t e  conduc t  i s  t h e  b i t t e re s t  d i s a ppo in tmen t  
o f  a l l .  To see  a  young  man who ha s  been  re l i g iou s ly  
educa t ed ,  and  b rough t  up  in  the  f e a r  o f  God ,  so  f a r  
forgett ing the instruct ions,  prayer s and examples of his  
f a ther,  and the tear s  and a f fec t ionate  ent rea t ie s  o f  h i s  
mother,  a s  to  ‘wa lk  in  the  counse l  o f  the  ungodly,  to 
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s t and in  the  way of  s inner s ,  and s i t  in  the  sea t  o f  the  
scornful’ :  to see him forming bad associations, neglect- 
ing business ,  indulg ing his  evi l  propensit ies ,  wander ing  
o f f ,  l i ke  t h e  p ro d i g a l ,  i n t o  t h e  p a t h s  o f  v i c e  a n d  
prof l igacy,  the s lave of  la s t  and wine,  how dis t res s fu l ly  
d i s appo in t ing  i s  a l l  t h i s !  Unhappy  pa ren t s !  You  who  
have been cal led to endure this  tr ia l ,  and you only, can  
te l l  what this  means:  and even you know it  better than  
you can  te l l  i t .  ‘Oh,’ s ay s  the  Chr i s t i an  pa ren t ,  ‘ i s  i t  
then come to this, that all my solicitude, my prayers, my  
tear s for my son, end in his prof l igacy! That al l  my de- 
s ires  and expectat ions that he would become a chi ld of  
God,  te r minate  in  h i s  be ing a  prodiga l !  Al l  my hopes  
o f  h i s  be ing  a  s e r van t  o f  Chr i s t ,  d i s appo in ted  in  my  
s e e i n g  h i m  a  s l ave  o f  S a t a n !  H ow  c a r e f u l l y  h ave  I  
watched him, how diligently have I instructed him, how  
ear nes t ly  have I  prayed for  him, how anxious ly  have I  
wai ted for  hi s  y ie ld ing himsel f  up to God and coming  
i n t o  t h e  f e l l ow sh i p  o f  h i s  Chu rch !  A n d  a re  a l l  my  
p r aye r s  and  t e a r s  a s  wa te r  sp i l t  upon  the  g round?  In  
a l l  that  I  have done for  h i s  conver s ion and sa lva t ion I  
have been labour ing in vain,  and spending my strength  
for nought,  yea,  wor se than in vain:  for every instruc- 
t ion,  cor rect ion,  and reproof ,  has  agg ravated hi s  gui l t  
he re,  and  w i l l  i n c re a s e  h i s  m i s e r y  he re a f t e r ;  s o  th a t  
wh i l e ,  i n  i n t en t i on  I  wa s  a c t i ng  t h e  mo s t  k i nd  and  
tender par t ,  I  was,  in the result ,  only treasur ing up for  
my  s on  w r a t h  a g a i n s t  t h e  d ay  o f  w r a t h .  A l a s ,  a l a s !  
Woe is me. “O my son, my son!”’

How tenfold more dreadful are these ref lections i f  the  
son has died in his sins, a case by no means uncommon.  
How pa in fu l  a re  the  f a the r ’s  t e a r s  t h a t  h i s  ch i l d  ha s  
f a l l en  in to  a  s t a t e  o f  eve r l a s t ing  r u in .  ‘Oh ,’ w i l l  the 
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af f ic ted parent  say,  ‘how comparat ive ly l ight  would be  
my sor rows,  i f ,  whi le looking on his  breathless  cor pse,  
and mourning the disappointment of my hopes as to the  
present l i fe,  I  could by f ai th look forward to the world  
of glory, and see the branch of my f amily,  which is  cut  
o f f  f rom e a r th ,  t r an sp l an t ed  t h i t he r  and  f l ou r i s h ing  
there. Joy would then mingle with my paternal sor rows,  
and  p ra i s e s  wi th  my tea r s .  But  a l a s !  I  have  rea son  to  
fear that it was cut down that it might be cast into ever- 
l a s t ing  bur n ings .  On the  for mer  suppos i t ion ,  I  might  
have comfor ted myself  with the thought of meeting my  
ch i ld  aga in ,  and  o f  meet ing  h im on te r ms  o f  in f in i t e  
advantage, to be no more separated from him. But alas !  
now I  have  lo s t  my ch i ld ,  and lo s t  h im for  ever.  Nor  
i s  t h i s  a l l .  I t  wou l d  b e  mou r n f u l  t o  me  t o  t h i nk  I  
should meet him no more; yet as the matter now stands,  
even that would be some al leviat ion to my distress ;  but  
the  immutable  decree  o f  God forb id s  i t .  I  mus t  meet  
h im at  the bar  of  God,  and oh!  what  a  dreadful  inter- 
view wil l  i t  be.  Must  I  be a  witness  against  him? How  
ter r ible  an o f f ice !  To bear  my te s t imony for  the  con- 
demnation of one whom I tenderly loved, of one whose  
soul I would have died to deliver. Oh, that i f  no shelter  
must  be a l lowed him, God would hide me in the g rave  
t i l l  th i s  t remendous  scene of  h i s  ind ignat ion be over- 
pas t ;  le s t  the anguish of  a  parent  mingle with the joys  
o f  a  r i s ing  s a in t ,  and  to  me overca s t  the  t r iumphs  o f  
the day.’*

This  d i sappointment may,  however,  take p lace where  
none of the former causes exist .  There may be no pro- 
f l igacy,  no ver sat i l i ty no indolence,  no want of  c lever-

* D r  D o d d r i d g e ’ s  S e r m o n s  o n  t h e  R e f l e c t i o n s  o f  a  P i o u s  P a r e n t  
over an Ungodly Son.
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ness  in business ,  but the very opposites ;  s t i l l  there may  
be, as we have seen in a former chapter, amiability without  
relig ion; the possession of al l  other good things, yet the  
want of the one best thing. To a really Chr istian parent,  
the want of this in his children is a severe tr ial ,  a heavy  
a f f l i c t i o n .  T h i s  i s  t h e  c h i e f  o b j e c t  o f  h i s  d e s i r e s ,  
h i s  p r aye r s ,  h i s  e f f o r t s ,  and  h i s  hope s .  T i l l  t hey  a re  
savingly conver ted to God by his g race, and are brought  
t o  l i ve  a  l i f e  o f  f a i t h  i n  God  and  i n  Ch r i s t ,  h e  i s ,  
a n d  m u s t  b e ,  d i s a p p o i n t e d .  H e  l o n g e d ,  a b ove  a l l  
t h i n g s ,  f o r  t h e i r  s a l va t i on ,  a nd  ho pe d  t o  s e e  t h em  
member s  of  the church of  Chr i s t  and usefu l  in se t t ing  
u p  h i s  k i n g d o m  i n  t h e  wo r l d :  a n d  i n  t h e  a b s e n c e  
of this ,  though they should gain wealth, rank, or f ame,  
he i s  a  d i sappointed f a ther.  He cannot but  re joice and  
be  th ank fu l  t h a t  h i s  s on s  a re  no t  p ro f l i g a t e s ;  bu t  a s  
long as they are not true Chr ist ians, his chief joy is not  
fu l f i l l ed .  He looks  upon the i r  succes s ,  the i r  re specta- 
bility, their worldly comfor t, with the inward reflection,  
‘Ah,  th i s  i s  a l l  ver y  wel l ,  and I  am t r u ly  thankfu l  for  
i t ,  but  i t  reaches  no fur ther  than the g rave ;  and what  
I  h ave  cove t ed  fo r  them,  p r ayed  fo r,  and  sough t ,  i s ,  
‘g lor y,  honour,  immor ta l i ty,  and eter na l  l i fe.’ I  wanted  
them to he united with me by ties which would last for  
ever,  and make us one in heaven as wel l  as  upon ear th.  
Notwiths tanding the i r  wor ld ly  prosper i ty,  then,  I  am,  
by  t h e i r  wa n t  o f  p e r s o n a l  r e l i g i o n ,  a  d i s a p p o i n t e d  
father.’

Th i s  d i s a ppo in tmen t  o f  p a ren t s  i n  re g a rd  t o  t h e i r  
ch i ld ren  may be  agg rava ted  by  severa l  c i rcums tance s .  
Whe re  unu s u a l  c a re  h a s  b e en  b e s t owed  u po n  t h e i r  
e duc a t i on ,  a nd  i t  m i gh t  h ave  b e en  e xpe c t e d  t h a t  a  
p ropor t iona te  deg ree  o f  exce l l ence  wou ld  have  been 
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the  re su l t :  where  cons iderable  t a l en t s  have  been pos- 
se s sed ,  and ear ly  ind ica t ions  o f  genius  have  exhib i ted  
themselves  so as  to awaken expectat ions ;  where vi r tue  
at  one t ime began to bud, and piety to blossom; where  
f r i e n d s  c o n g r a t u l a t e d  t h e  p a r e n t s ,  a n d  t h e  p a r e n t s  
f e l i c i t a t ed  themse lve s ,  on  the  p romi s ing  appea r ance s  
of their children: where, in shor t, for a while all seemed  
to hold out  the most  auspic ious  omens ,  and to jus t i fy  
the most f avourable conclusions:  in such cases ,  to have  
a l l  these  hopefu l  beg innings  ter minate  unhappi ly,  and  
the  ant ic ipa t ions  ra i sed upon them di sappointed;  how  
bi t ter,  how painful ,  how overwhelmingly cruel !  Think  
o f  a  pa ren t  mour n ing  over  the  wreck  o f  such  hope s ,  
and bewailing such a failure.

Young men, let  me plead with you on behal f  of  your  
p a r e n t s .  A r e  t h e r e  n o t  s o m e  o f  yo u  w h o  a r e  t h u s  
d i s a p p o i n t i n g  eve r y  h o p e  w h i c h  t h ey  h ave  f o r m e d  
conce r n ing  you?  Doe s  no t  the  re f l e c t ion  g r i eve  and  
shame you ,  and  ought  i t  no t  to  ove rwhe lm you?  Le t  
m e  a p p e a l  t o  yo u r  s e n s e  o f  o b l i g a t i o n .  U n g r a t e f u l  
youth s !  Have  you no idea  o f  wha t  you owe to  them?  
A re  t h e s e  t h e  r e t u r n s  yo u  m a ke  t h e m  f o r  a l l  t h e i r  
boun ty,  t ende r ne s s ,  and  c a re,  to  be  a  sword  in  the i r  
vi ta l s ,  and to pierce their  very hear ts?  Did they expect  
such scenes as these when you hung upon your mother’s  
breas t ,  reposed in her lap,  and g rasped in chi ld i sh fear  
he r  hand  to  p ro t ec t  you  f rom dange r :  when  you  re - 
turned their smiles with your own, and cr ied with your  
f a in t  accent s  o f  endear ment ,  ‘My f a ther,  my mother? ’  
How can you endure  the  thought?  How wi thout  em- 
bar rassment can you conver se with them, and st i l l  dai ly  
rece ive  unnumbered f avour s  a t  the i r  hands ,  when you  
a re  behav iour  in  a  manner  tha t  l ook s  a s  i f  t he  more 
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they love you, the more they must be af f l icted and ter- 
r i f i ed  by  you ?  Do,  do  h ave  compa s s i on  upon  them.  
Or i f  tha t  wi l l  not  move you;  do have compas s ion on  
your se lves ,  for  your own interes t  i s  much more near ly  
concerned than even their s .  I t  i s  not yet too late,  even  
though t i l l  now you have  pur sued th i s  cour se  o f  d i s - 
appoint ing them. There i s  t ime to repair  the mischief .  
Repentance and re for mat ion wi l l  yet  hea l  the wounds  
which misconduct has inflicted, and the joy of receiving  
back the prodigal wil l  almost compensate for the suffer- 
ings  occas ioned by h i s  wander ings  and hi s  e r ror s .  Say  
t hen ,  and  s ay  i t  a t  once,  ‘ I  w i l l  a r i s e  and  go  to  my  
f a ther,  and s ay,  “Fa ther,  I  have  s inned aga in s t  heaven  
and in thy s ight ;  forg ive and rece ive thy once s inning  
and ung ra te fu l  but  now peni tent  ch i ld .”’ Such a  con- 
fession, followed by fruits meet for repentance, will bind  
up hear t s  a l l  but  i r reparably  broken,  and wi l l  t r ans fer  
you to the class I am next to descr ibe.

I I .  I  s p e ak  o f  t h e  young  man  f u l f i l l i n g  t h e  hope s  
o f  h i s  parent s .  And i t  wi l l  t ake ver y  much to do th i s .  
Much to  reward  a  mother ’s  pang s  in  ch i ld-b i r th ;  he r  
mon th s  o f  a nx i ou s  c a re  by  d ay,  a nd  o f t en  s l e ep l e s s  
vig i lance at night; al l  which involuntar i ly prompted her  
to  s ay,  ‘Sure ly  I  sha l l  have  a  r i ch  reward  one  day  fo r  
th i s .’ Much that  wi l l  be accounted an adequate reward  
fo r  a  f a ther ’s  ince s s an t  to i l  to  prov ide  for  h i s  f ami ly ;  
his deep concern to select the best school, and the most  
s u i t a b l e  bu s i n e s s ,  a nd  a l l  h i s  wake f u l  a nd  c e a s e l e s s  
sol icitude for the welf are of his sons. How often, when  
bear ing the heat  and burden of  the  day,  has  he  wiped  
away ‘ the sweat  of  h i s  brow’,  and exc la imed,  with the  
smi le  o f  hope,  ‘Wel l ,  my boy wi l l  one day reward me  
for  a l l  th i s .  I  am now sowing in hope to reap one day 
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in  joy ! ’ And  the re  a re  son s  who rea l i s e  a l l  the se  ex- 
pectations. How?

B y  t h e i r  d u t i f u l  c o n d u c t .  ‘ T h e r e ,’ s a i d  a  f a t h e r ,  
‘ i s  a  s on  who  neve r  g ave  h i s  f a t h e r ’s  h e a r t  a  p ang .’  
I  knew the  son  whi l e  he  l ived ,  t i l l  fu l l  o f  yea r s ,  and  
Chr i s t i an v i r tues ,  and publ ic  e s teem, he no long t ime  
s ince  a s cended  to  g lo r y,  and  l e f t  beh ind  h im a  name  
n eve r  t o  b e  r e p e a t e d  bu t  w i t h  e s t e e m .  O t h e r  s o n s  
of  the same f amily had wrung their  f a ther ’s  hear t  with  
anguish; but lie, by his uniform obedience, general good  
c onduc t ,  a nd  am i ab l e  c h a r a c t e r ,  wa s  no th i ng  bu t  a  
de l i gh t  to  h i s  p a ren t s .  How swee t  i s  i t  t o  a  p a ren t ’s  
hear t to see a child so considerate for his comfor t as to  
be  ever  s tudious  to  avoid  ever yth ing tha t  would for  a  
moment  d i s t re s s  h im,  and  to  do  any th ing  tha t  cou ld  
y ie ld him the smal le s t  p leasure.  A parent  does  expect ,  
has  a  r ight to expect ,  a l l  thi s ;  and how inef f ably sweet  
i s  i t  to hi s  hear t  to be able  to say,  ‘ In a l l  that  i s  dut i- 
ful ,  obedient ,  reverent ia l ,  respect ful ,  and at tent ive,  my  
son i s  a l l  a  son should  be  or  can  be.  He ha s  equa l l ed  
a l l  t h e  i d e a s  I  h a d  f o r m e d  i n  my  m o s t  s a n g u i n e  
moments  of  f i l i a l  exce l lence.  My hopes  are  more than  
realised.’*

* A  b e a u t i f u l  m e m o i r  o f  t h a t  m o s t  s a i n t l y  m a n  a n d  e m i n e n t  
c l e r g y m a n ,  t h e  l a t e  M r  B i c k e r s t e t h ,  h a s  j u s t  a p p e a r e d  f r o m  t h e  p e n  
o f  h i s  s on - i n - l aw ,  Mr  B i r k s ;  a nd  among  t h e  o t h e r  v i r t u e s  f o r  wh i ch  
t h a t  h o l y  s e r v a n t  o f  C h r i s t  w a s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d ,  f i l i a l  r e v e r e n c e  s u s - 
t a ined  a  ve ry  h igh  p l a ce .  The  e a r l y  h i s to ry  o f  Mr  B icke r s t e th  exh ib i t s  
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  l o v e l y  a n d  s t r i k i n g  e x h i b i t i o n s  o f  t h i s  e x c e l l e n c e  
wh i ch  I  h a v e  e v e r  me t  w i t h .  One  s c a r c e l y  wonde r s  a t  t h e  em in enc e  
h e  a t t a i n e d  t o  a s  a  C h r i s t i a n  a n d  a  m i n i s t e r ,  w h e n  w e  r e a d  o f  h i s  
c o n d u c t  a s  a  s o n .  I  a m  p e r s u a d e d  t h a t  m u c h  o f  t h e  n e g l e c t  o f  t h e  
f e a r  o f  God  f o r  wh i ch  so  many  o f  t h e  young  men  o f  t h e  p r e s en t  d ay  
a r e  n o t o r i o u s ,  m a y  b e  t r a c e d  t o  a  d e f e c t  o f  f i l i a l  r e v e r e n c e .  [ T h e  
Ed i t o r  c anno t  h e l p  r e co r d i ng  h e r e  t h a t  a  v e r y  s t r ong  mu tu a l  a t t a ch - 
ment existed between Mr Bickersteth and the Author.]
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High  menta l  cu l tu re  and  a t t a inment s  w i l l  do  much  
to  re a l i s e  pa ren t a l  hope s .  The  mos t  a f f e c t iona t e  and  
amiable disposit ion, coupled with the most dutiful con- 
duc t ,  w i l l  no t  an swer  pa ren t a l  expec t a t ion  i f ,  a t  the  
s ame  t ime,  the re  be  a  wan t  o f  app l i c a t ion  to  ment a l  
improvement and genera l  knowledge,  and a l so a  s to l id  
ignorance,  or a  deplorably low and g rovel l ing tas te.  In  
thi s  extraordinar y age every man i s  expected to f i l l  up  
his place with credit to himself and advantage to others.  
Society never had stronger claims upon young men than  
i t  has  now. I t  i s  a  high sa t i s f act ion to a  parent  bles sed  
wi th  a  promis ing  son to  be  able  to  s ay,  ‘There  i s  one  
who has  repaid a l l  the expense incur red by hi s  educa- 
t ion. While at  school he received the most honourable  
te s t imonia l s  for  d i l igence and acqui s i t ion.  He scarce ly  
ever  re tur ned without  a  pr ize.  He has  a s s iduous ly  im- 
proved himself s ince then, by reading and thinking, and  
now that he is enter ing upon li fe, he is evidently quali- 
f ied to take a high s tanding for respectabi l i ty and use- 
fu lnes s .  He wi l l  not  be  one of  the  mul t i tude who are  
cipher s .  I  cer tainly feel  some glow of hear t fe l t  del ight,  
occasionally r is ing, unless well watched, into pr ide, as I  
see how he is  acquitt ing himself  a lready, and is  noticed  
by  other s ;  and can pred ic t  the  eminence  to  which he  
w i l l  r i s e,  and  the  e s t e em wi th  wh ich  he  w i l l  be  re - 
garded.’

Next come industr y,  di l igence and apt i tude for  bus i- 
ne s s .  For  noth ing  wi thout  the se  wi l l  be  su f f i c i en t  to  
s a t i s f y  p a r e n t a l  d e s i r e .  A  s o n  m ay  b e  d u t i f u l  a n d  
in te l l igent ,  but  i f  he  has  not  devotednes s  to  bus ines s ,  
habit s  of  industr y,  he must  occas ion disappointment to  
h i s  p a r e n t s .  H a p py  i s  t h e  f a t h e r  w h o  s e e s  i n  h i s  
son  a  cons t an t l y  expand ing  ge r m o f  the  d i l i gen t  and 
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t h r i v i n g  t r a d e s m a n .  W i t h  w h a t  p l e a s u r e  d o e s  h e  
mark the  inde f a t igable  app l ica t ion,  the  g rowing sk i l l ,  
t h e  s h a r p en i ng  s a g a c i t y,  t h e  i n c re a s i n g  t a c t ,  o f  h i s  
b oy,  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  b u s i n e s s .  ‘ A h ,’ s a y s  h e  w i t h  
g r a t i t u d e ,  ‘ I  s e e  h e  w i l l  m a ke  a  g o o d  t r a d e s m a n .  
H e  w i l l  m a ke  h i s  way,  a n d  i f  I  a m  n o t  m i s t a ke n ,  
w i l l  r i s e  i n  l i f e .  He  w i l l  b e  s ome th i ng .’ The  you th  
r i s e s  i n to  t he  man ,  and  h av ing  l e a r ned  h i s  bu s i n e s s  
or  profes s ion,  commences i t ,  and di sp lays ,  a s  a  master,  
the  qua l i t i e s  he  l e a r ned  and  exh ib i t ed  a s  an  appren- 
t i c e  and  a  shopman .  Succe s s  c rowns  h i s  e f f o r t s .  H i s  
bu s i n e s s  p ro s p e r s .  H i s  f a t h e r  f o l l ow s  h i m  t h ro u g h  
h i s  succe s s fu l  c a ree r  wi th  sec re t  de l igh t .  He i s  never  
a f ra id  to  v i s i t  h i s  son le s t  he  should  f ind h im p lay ing  
t r u an t  f rom  h i s  s hop,  n eg l e c t i n g  h i s  bu s i n e s s ,  w i t h  
a l l  t h i ng s  i n  con fu s i on ,  a nd  r u i n  l ook i ng  i n  a t  t h e  
window.  I t  i s  a lways  a  p lea sure  to  h im to  go  and  see  
the  beaut i fu l  o rder,  the  e s t abl i shed  sy s tem,  the  we l l - 
for med habits ,  the crowded scene, of  a wel l-conducted  
bu s i n e s s .  H ow  g r a t i f y i n g  t o  h e a r  f ro m  h i m s e l f  t h e  
repor t of his  continued success ,  of his  trade extending,  
h i s  c ap i t a l  a c cumu l a t ing ,  and  h i s  p rope r t y  g r adua l l y  
i n c re a s i n g !  The  f a t h e r ’s  s o l i c i t u d e  i s  ove r ;  h i s  s o n  
i s  t ho rough ly  e s t ab l i s hed ,  and  ha s  a t t a ined  a  deg ree  
o f  prosper i ty  which a t  one  t ime cou ld  not  have  been  
looked for.  How peace fu l  and p lea sant  a re  the  re f lec- 
tions of the parents of such a son in their pr ivate inter- 
c o u r s e :  ‘ We  a r e  h a p py  i n  b e i n g  r e l e a s e d  f ro m  t h e  
p re s s ing  and  pa in fu l  anx i e t i e s  o f  some  f ami l i e s .  Our  
dear  son i s  obvious ly  doing wel l .  We never  had much  
f e a r  o f  h i s  succe s s ;  h i s  s t e ad ine s s  and  ab i l i t y  fo rbade  
th i s ;  but  what  l i t t l e  anx ie ty  we fe l t  i s  a l l  gone.  Pros- 
per i ty  ha s  begun to  dawn upon h im,  and promise s  to 
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sh ine  more  and  more.  We have  but  one  anx ie ty  now,  
and tha t  i s ,  tha t  he  may se t t l e  wel l  in  mar r i age.’ Thi s  
anx i e ty  i s  n a tu r a l  and  wi s e.  I t  i s  God ’s  a r r angement  
and intention that man should mar ry, for he sees that i t  
i s  no t  good  fo r  h im to  be  a lone.  I t  wa s  no t  good  in  
Pa r ad i s e ,  i t  i s  no t  good  now.  I t  i s  no t  good  f o r  h i s  
morals ,  his comfor t,  or his prosper ity: and al l  judicious  
parents have a wise solicitude that their children should  
in  p roper  t ime mar r y,  and  a lways  mar r y  su i t ably.  In- 
d i s c ree t  and  un su i t ab l e  ma r r i a ge s  by  ch i l d ren ,  a re  a  
source  o f  unut te rable  g r ie f  to  parent s .  Hence  the  joy  
which is felt when others of an opposite nature are con- 
t r ac t ed .  Tha t  anx ie ty,  in  the  c a s e  I  am suppos ing ,  i s  
soon re l i eved .  The  pr udence  and  propr ie ty  tha t  have  
cha r a c t e r i s ed  the  conduc t  o f  th i s  good  son  in  o the r  
th ings ,  do not  for sake him in th i s .  He i s  caut ious  and  
wise:  se lects  a  woman who, by her s ter l ing excel lence,  
good  s en se,  and  amiabl e  qua l i t i e s ,  i s  wor thy  o f  h im.  
She i s  one of  whom the wise  man sa i th ,  ‘She looketh  
we l l  t o  the  way s  o f  he r  hou seho ld ,  the  hea r t  o f  he r  
husband doth sa fe ly  t r us t  in  her,  so  that  he sha l l  have  
n o  n e e d  o f  s p o i l .’ T h e  p a r e n t s  s e e  w i t h  d e l i g h t  a  
prosperous business, a r ising family, a happy home.

But  s t i l l  we have  not  reached the  summit  o f  a  good  
man’s  wi shes ;  for  though a l l  th i s  i s  ver y  p lea sant ,  and  
to a worldly man would be quite suff icient to realise his  
ut ter most  expectat ion,  and ful f i l  hi s  r ichest  hopes ,  yet  
i t  i s  no t  so  wi th  the  Chr i s t i an .  He  ha s  l e a r ned  tha t ,  
for himself ,  rel ig ion is the ‘one thing needful’ ,  without  
which he neither attains to true happiness on ear th, nor  
answer s the g reat end of existence, nor is  meetened for  
the felicity of heaven; and what he is supremely anxious  
for on his  own account,  he des ires  above a l l  things for 
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h i s  ch i l d ren .  I t  wou ld  be  unna tu r a l  and  c r ue l  i f  h e  
d id not .  I f  re l ig ion be a l l - impor tant  to him, i t  can be  
no  l e s s  s o  t o  t h em .  Hence,  wha t eve r  e l s e  t h ey  may  
ga in,  i f  they neglect  thi s ,  he i s ,  a s  I  have a l ready sa id ,  
and  I  now repea t  i t ,  by  way  o f  empha s i s ,  s t i l l  s ad  a t  
heart.

But  I  am now suppos ing a  ca se  in  which the  Chr i s- 
t i an parent  sees  h i s  deepes t  anxiet ie s  re l ieved,  and hi s  
fondest  hopes real i sed,  in the rel ig ious character of  his  
sons .  Aware  tha t  they  a re  exposed  to  g rea te r  tempta- 
t i on s  t h an  h i s  d augh t e r s ,  and  much  more  i n  d ange r  
o f  neg lec t ing  re l i g ion ,  he  i s  p ropor t ionably  thank fu l  
when they become decidedly pious. The f ir st  symptoms  
o f  a  s e r i o u s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  m o m e n t o u s  c o n c e r n s  
o f  e t e r n i t y  awaken  the  l ive l i e s t  emot ion s  o f  de l i gh t ,  
not  unmixed with so l ic i tude,  le s t  i t  should be only  a s  
‘ the morning c loud or ear ly dew, which passeth away’ .  
He prays  more in tense ly  than ever,  and watches  more  
anxiously for decis ion of character,  and shields the bud  
o f  h o p e  b y  h i s  m o s t  a s s i d u o u s  c a r e .  A s  t h e  b u d  
e xp and s  i n t o  t h e  b l o s s om ,  a nd  t h e  b l o s s om  s e t s  i n  
f r u i t ,  h i s  hopes  and  fea r s  a l t e r na te,  t i l l  a t  l eng th  the  
doubt ful  case i s  decided,  and hi s  chi ld becomes f i r s t  a  
Chr i s t i an ,  and  then  a  p ro f e s so r.  Wha t  a  l o ad  o f  p a - 
renta l  anx ie ty  i s  removed!  What  an  acces s ion i s  made  
t o  h i s  p a ren t ’s  d e l i gh t !  I f  t h e  you th  h a s  b e en  away  
f rom home,  and  the  in te l l i gence  o f  h i s  conver s ion  i s  
conveyed by le t ter,  the good man’s  hear t  i s  too fu l l  to  
hold, and, weeping over the welcome tidings, he hastens  
to  h i s  chamber  to  pour  out  h i s  g ra t i tude  to  God,  the  
author  o f  th i s  new r ich mercy ;  a  mercy in  h i s  e s teem  
far greater than the appointment of his son to a lucrative  
and honourable s i tuation, or his success in some matter 
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of business.  And the g rati tude of the f ather is  equal led,  
i f  no t  s u r p a s s ed ,  by  t h a t  o f  t h e  mo the r.  ‘Wha t ,  my  
son  a  t r ue  Chr i s t i an !  My boy,  fo r  whom I  have  su f - 
fered so much deep and painful solicitude; who when he  
left home wrung my hear t with agonising fear s, because  
he was  going for th a s  a  l amb among wolves ;  what ,  he  
become a s incerely re l ig ious man, a chi ld of God! May  
I  i n d e ed  b e l i eve  t h e  b l i s s f u l  i n t e l l i g en c e ?  A  h appy  
woman am I now become, to be the mother of one who  
shall glorify God, and enjoy him for ever.’

The re l ig ion of  th i s  young man proves  i t se l f  s incere,  
consi s tent ,  and act ive.  I t  preserves him from the snares  
to which a youth away from home is  ever exposed, and  
affords another i l lustration of the declaration that ‘god- 
l ine s s  i s  p ro f i t ab le  fo r  a l l  th ing s ,  hav ing  the  p romi se  
o f  the  l i f e  tha t  now i s ,  a s  we l l  a s  o f  tha t  which  i s  to  
come’ .  He connect s  h imse l f  wi th the schemes  o f  use- 
fulness  which are so numerous in thi s  day of  Chr i s t ian  
a c t iv i t y,  a nd  b e come s  a  b l e s s i n g  t o  t h e  chu rch  and  
the  wor ld .  Hi s  re l ig ion goes  wi th  h im into h i s  fu ture  
charac ter,  s i tua t ion ,  and c i rcumstances ,  a s  a  husband,  
a  f a t h e r ,  a  m a s t e r ,  a n d  a  t r a d e s m a n .  H e  i s  s e e n  
hab i tua l ly  among the  Chr i s t i an  phi l anthropi s t s  o f  the  
age,  unit ing his  inf luences and energ ies  with their s ,  to  
b l e s s  h i s  spec i e s ,  and  g lo r i f y  h i s  God .  Hi s  a s s i s t ance  
is wil l ingly g ranted to al l  that is going on for the moral  
renovat ion o f  the  wor ld .  By h i s  prayer s ,  h i s  example,  
h i s  proper ty,  h i s  in te l l igence,  and hi s  l abour s ,  he  ac t s  
up  to  the  metaphor i ca l  de sc r ip t ion  o f  the  r igh teous ,  
where our  Lord says  to  h i s  d i sc ip le s ,  ‘Ye are  the l ight  
o f  the  wor ld ;  ye  a re  the  sa l t  o f  the  ear th ’ .  Hi s  f ami ly  
a re  brought  up in  the fear  o f  the  Lord,  and are  l ike ly 
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to  be  h i s  imi t a to r s  in  a l l  good th ing s ,  and  thus  hand  
forward religion as an heir-loom to their descendants.

What  a  beaut i fu l  s cene  i s  th i s  fo r  Chr i s t i an  pa rent s  
to witnes s ,  i f ,  indeed,  they are s t i l l  a l ive to watch the  
g rowing  p i e t y,  p ro spe r i t y,  h app ine s s ,  and  u s e fu lne s s  
o f  th i s  the i r  son !  How bl i s s fu l  a re  the  f ee l ing s ,  how  
de l ight fu l  the intercour se  of  the happy couple  a s  they  
s i t  and ta lk  of  th i s  thei r  be loved and holy chi ld !  I f  he  
l ive at home with them, how uninter ruptedly ag reeable  
i s  the i r  in t e rcour se  wi th  h im.  They  have  no th ing  to  
compla in of  or  to reprove;  and he nothing to expla in,  
defend, or excuse. They have common objects, common  
de l i gh t s ,  and  common top i c s .  The i r  s p i r i t u a l  t a s t e s ,  
their highest and most momentous pursuits and pleasures,  
a re  a l i ke.  How i t  re j o i c e s  t h em to  be  t he  w i tne s s e s  
o f  h i s  p ie ty  and  ac t iv i ty,  and  to  hea r  the  te s t imonie s  
of  other s  to hi s  respectabi l i ty,  impor tance,  and useful- 
ne s s .  How many  cong ra tu l a t ion s  they  rece ive  on  the  
charac ter  and conduct  o f  th i s  the i r  son.  They see  o ld  
age coming on upon them, but  here  i s  the br ight  s t a r  
in the evening sky of their  l i fe.  Here i s  no disappoint- 
ment ,  bu t  on  the  o ther  hand ,  the  fu l f i lment  o f  the i r  
b r i gh te s t  hope s .  Here  i s  the  r i ch  reward  o f  a l l  the i r  
p a ren t a l  l a bou r s  and  anx i e t i e s ,  t he  abundan t  an swe r  
of all their prayers.

I t  may be that  these  parent s  a re  ca l led ,  according to  
t h e  o rd e r  o f  n a t u re ,  t o  d e s c e n d  f i r s t  t o  t h e  t o m b.  
Dar ing a  long decay,  they are  cheered and comfor ted,  
i f  their son l ive at home, with his presence, his prayer s,  
and hi s  conver sa t ion.  I f  he l ive away f rom home,  they  
are refreshed by his letter s ,  and by his occasional vis i t s .  
His conduct has planted no thorns in their dying pil low, 
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but  ha s  so f tened i t  t i l l  i t  ha s  rendered i t  even downy.  
They fee l  that  separat ion f rom such a chi ld i s ,  indeed,  
b i t ter  and painful  to nature:  but  then hi s  p iety as sures  
t h em they  a re  no t  p a r t i ng  f o r  eve r.  A s  he  comfo r t s  
them by his holy suggestions and devout petit ions, they  
are ofttimes in a strait, like the apostle, desir ing to depart to  
b e  w i t h  C h r i s t ,  a n d  y e t ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  
d e s i r i n g ,  f o r  t h e  s a ke  o f  t ho s e  t h ey  a re  l e av i ng ,  t o  
remain.  No pa infu l  but  neces sa r y  war nings  i s sue f rom  
the i r  l ip s ,  wr ing ing the i r  hear t s  wi th angui sh ,  a s  they  
so l emnly  ab ju re  an  ungod ly  son  to  fo r s ake  h i s  way s .  
No bitter tear s rol l  down their cheeks as they g rasp his  
hand and entreat  him to repent ,  and thus  mit igate  the  
s o r row s  o f  d e a t h ,  t h e  o n l y  s o r row  t h ey  k n ow.  O n  
the contrar y,  a l l  a re  words  of  consola t ion,  expres s ions  
o f  g ra t i tude,  and e f fus ions  of  joy,  that  they sha l l  soon  
m e e t  a g a i n .  T h e y  a r e  r e a d y  t o  r e p e a t  t h e  wo r d s  
o f  S imeon,  ‘Lord,  now le t te s t  thou thy ser vant  depar t  
i n  peace,  fo r  mine  eye s  have  s een  thy  s a l va t ion ,  no t  
only  upon myse l f ,  but  upon my chi ldren a l so ’ .  Happy  
parents, and happy son!

But  i f ,  on the  other  hand,  th i s  son a f te r  h i s  f a ther ’s  
own heart should, by an inversion of the order of nature,  
be called f ir st to descend to the grave, with what feelings  
do h i s  p ious  parent s  hang over  h i s  couch o f  s i cknes s ,  
a n d  wa t c h  t h e  p rog r e s s  o f  d e c ay  a n d  t h e  a d va n c e  
of death, how dif ferent from those of parents who have  
to wai t  around the death-bed of  an ungodly son!  True  
they,  a re  d i s appo in ted  by  h i s  e a r l y  remova l  f rom our  
wor ld .  To  s ee  such  a  b lo s som,  yea  f r u i t ,  o f  p a ren t a l  
hope cut  o f f ,  and sent  to  the  g rave,  i s  indeed a  t r i a l !  
One so dutiful, so good, so holy, so promising, so useful,  
to be car r ied off  from them, from the church, from the 
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world;  how myster ious an event,  how g reat  a  ca lamity.  
Yes,  but then his  deep submiss ion, his  s t rong f a i th,  hi s  
joy  unspeakable  and  peace  tha t  pa s se s  under s t and ing ,  
h i s  ho ly  conver se,  h i s  word s  o f  conso l a t ion  to  them,  
how t ranqui l l i s ing a l l  these !  No agoni s ing fear s  about  
h i s  sp i r i tua l  s t a t e  d i s t re s s  the i r  minds .  A l l  i s  s a f e  fo r  
eter nity.  He dies ,  but they can trace him to the realms  
o f  g l o r y.  To  l o s e  s u ch  a  s on  i s ,  o f  cou r s e ,  a  s eve re  
t r i a l  o f  the i r  f a i th  and pat ience :  but  the  reco l lec t ions  
of his past character and conduct, the soothing influence  
o f  h i s  dy ing  te s t imony,  the  a s su rance  o f  h i s  heaven ly  
bl i s s ,  the ant ic ipat ions of  their  f inal  meeting and ever- 
l a s t ing  a s soc i a t ion ,  reconc i l e  them to  the  s t roke,  and  
enable them to feel  that af ter a l l ,  this  their disappoint- 
ment  i s  inconce ivably  l i gh te r  than  tha t  o f  many who  
a re  a f f l i c ted  by  the  conduct  o f  a  l iv ing  pro f l iga te.  In  
one case the a f f l ic t ion br ings  i t s  own comfor t  with i t ,  
but in the other i t  i s  unmixed wor mwood and gal l .  To  
the  l anguage  o f  condo lence  which  they  rece ive  f rom  
sympathis ing fr iends,  they are ready to g ive the answer  
which the Duke of Ormond did in similar circumstances,  
‘ I  would ra ther  have my dead son than ha l f  the l iv ing  
sons of all Christendom’.

There have been cases where the realisation of parental  
hopes  ha s  come a f te r  a  sea son of  prot rac ted ,  anxious ,  
and even agoni s ing  fea r  and d i s appointment .  The ex- 
qu i s i t e ly  beau t i fu l  pa r able  o f  the  p rod iga l  son ,  in  i t s  
close as well as in its beg innings, has, in a few instances,  
and perhaps  but  a  few, received i t s  accompl i shment in  
the children of the godly. There have been youths whose  
er rat ic career of fol ly and s in has hal f-broken a f ather’s  
and a mother’s hear t, but whose ultimate recovery came  
jus t  in t ime to save them from being ent i re ly crushed. 
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I  hea rd  o f  one  young  man  o f  th i s  de s c r i p t ion ,  who,  
though the son of  re l ig ious parents ,  and therefore,  the  
chi ld of  many prayer s  and much ins truct ion,  had wan- 
dered f a r,  and wide,  and long,  f rom the pa th o f  p ie ty  
and moral i ty.  Through his  dark and winding cour se he  
was fol lowed by a f ather’s  prayer s  and a mother’s  tear s .  
Ever y means  which ingenui ty could sugges t ,  had been  
t r ied to rec la im him,  but  in  va in .  To parenta l  remon- 
strance while under his f ather’s roof he was deaf , and to  
a l l  le t ter s  sent  to him in hi s  d i s tant  vag rancies  he was  
i n s en s i b l e.  A s  a  l a s t  mean s  o f  re s to r ing  h im,  a f t e r  a  
long suspension of intercourse, his father, who could not  
forget his  truant and wicked son, nor al ienate his  hear t  
altogether from him, called together in the vestry of the  
c h a p e l ,  w h e r e ,  i f  I  m i s t a ke  n o t ,  h e  l a b o u r e d  a s  a  
min i s t e r,  a  f ew f r i ends  to  p ray  fo r  h i s  pen i t ence  and  
re s tora t ion .  Af te r  severa l  had  poured out  the i r  hear t s  
in fervent supplicat ion, the f ather gave utterance to his  
own fee l ings ,  in  a  s t ra in of  most  tender  suppl ica t ions ,  
w h i c h  m e l t e d  a l l  p r e s e n t  t o  t e a r s .  D u r i n g  t h e s e  
exercises  a  poor wretched creature was seen wander ing  
round  the  w indow,  and  l i s t en ing  a t  t he  doo r  o f  t he  
ves t r y ;  and no sooner had the prayer  of  the good man  
for his son ended, after which the meeting was about to  
break up, than the l i s tener, who was indeed the subject  
of  a l l  these prayer s ,  entered,  fe l l  upon the neck of  hi s  
f a ther,  and s imply  sobbed out ,  ‘O,  my f a ther,  forg ive  
me ’ .  I t  i s  u nne c e s s a r y  I  s hou l d  d e s c r i b e  t h e  s c e n e  
t h a t  f o l l owe d ;  yo u  h ave  i t  i n  t h e  p a r a b l e  o f  t h e  
p rod iga l  son ,  ‘Re jo i ce  wi th  me,  fo r  th i s  my son  wa s  
dead and i s  a l ive  aga in ,  he  was  lo s t  and i s  found’ .  He  
lived a new life, and realised in the end, the hopes of his  
pa ren t s ,  a f t e r  long  d i s appo in t ing  them.  What  an  en-
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cou r a g emen t  t h i s  t o  p a ren t s  t o  con t i nue  i n s t a n t  i n  
p r aye r !  And  wha t  an  encour agemen t  to  p rod ig a l s  t o  
s ay,  ‘ I  w i l l  a r i s e  a n d  g o  u n t o  my  f a t h e r ,  a n d  s ay,  
Father,  I  have s inned aga ins t  heaven,  and in thy s ight ,  
and am no more  wor thy  to  be  ca l l ed  thy  son ’ .  I f  any  
whose eye shal l  g lance over these pages shal l  be s t i l l  in  
t h e  l a nd  o f  t h e i r  wande r i n g ,  t o  t h e m  wo u l d  I  s ay,  
Re tu r n ,  re tu r n .  I t  i s  no t  ye t  too  l a t e.  You  may  s t i l l  
rea l i se the hopes of  your parents .  You may st i l l  repent,  
re for m,  and lead a  new l i fe.  The g race  o f  God which  
br ings salvation may teach you to deny ungodliness and  
worldly lusts, and to l ive soberly, r ighteously, and godly  
i n  t h i s  ev i l  wo r l d .  You  may  b e  r e s p e c t a b l e ,  h a ppy,  
a nd  u s e f u l  even  ye t .  Ab andon  d e s p a i r .  The re  i s  no  
need  o f  i t  even  i n  you r  c a s e.  I f  re tu r n ing  p rod i g a l s  
a re  f ew,  be  you  one  o f  the  f ew.  Le t  me  recommend ,  
earnest ly recommend, you to read the f i f teenth chapter  
o f  t h e  g o s p e l  by  L u ke ,  w h i c h  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  
beaut i fu l  and touching por t ions of  the whole Bible.  I t  
i s  ful l  of  instruct ion, of  tenderness ,  of  encouragement;  
a nd  w i l l ,  i f  you  h ave  no t  e x t i n gu i s h ed  eve r y  s p a r k  
of feeling in your soul, melt your hear t to compunction  
and  you r  eye s  t o  t e a r s .  I t  d e s c r i b e s  you r  ch a r a c t e r,  
s u i t s  you r  cond i t i on ,  re p re s en t s  you r  f a t h e r ’s  h e a r t  
towards you, and wil l  perhaps,  by God’s  g race,  recover  
you f rom your present  condi t ion.  Read i t ,  read i t ,  t i l l  
th i s  b l e s s ed  e f f ec t  i s  p roduced .  Read  i t  w i th  ea r ne s t  
p rayer,  tha t  you may  be  indeed  a  rec l a imed ,  re s to red  
p rod iga l ,  and  even  ye t  b ind  up  the  hea r t  wh ich  you  
h ave  ne a r l y  b roken ,  and  no t  b r i ng  down  a  ‘ f a t h e r ’s  
g rey ha i r s  in  sor row to the g rave ’ .  Or i f  your  parent s  
have gone to the wor ld where ‘ the wicked cease  f rom  
t roubl ing and the wear y are  a t  re s t ’ ,  and perhaps  have 
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been hur r ied to their g rave by your misconduct; i f  they  
left our ear th with hear ts broken by disappointed hopes,  
and breathed out their last feelings for you, exclaiming,  
‘O my son,  my son,  mus t  we par t  for  ever? ’ i f  in  th i s  
world there was not, by your good conduct, any reward  
o f  the i r  p rayer s ,  the i r  t ea r s ,  the i r  example,  and  the i r  
l abour s ,  ca r r y  i t  to  them,  by your  pre sent  repentance  
a nd  re f o r ma t i on ,  a nd  by  you r  t hu s  f o l l ow ing  t h em  
th i ther  when you d ie.  I f  noth ing  but  d i s appo in tment  
was  fe l t  by  them here,  l e t  the  reward of  the i r  t rouble  
b e  g r an t ed  t o  t h em the re.  Though  t h ey  l e f t  you  i n  
your  s i n fu l  wande r ing s  when  they  a s cended  to  the i r  
g lor y,  and feared they had los t  you for  ever,  l e t  them  
by your forsaking your evil courses, f ind you in Paradise.  
What a meeting wil l  you then have in that happy state.  
How wil l  i t  enhance even their  heavenly fe l ic i ty,  a f ter  
having g iven up a l l  hope of  your sa lvat ion upon ear th,  
to  have the  a s surance  o f  your  s a lva t ion by see ing you  
i n  h e ave n .  R i c h l y  w i l l  i t  r e p ay  t h e m  f o r  a l l  t h e i r  
sor rows and anxiety, and inf initely more than compensate  
for all they have endured on your account.

And now, young men,  le t  me c lose  th i s  chapter  by a  
few more words of affectionate yet earnest expostulation  
and  pe r sua s ion .  I t  i s  c r ue l  unde r  any  c i rcums t ance s ,  
to  f r us t ra te  wi l fu l ly  and wantonly,  by any par t  o f  our  
conduc t ,  t he  hope s  o f  ou r  f e l l ow c re a tu re s ;  and  the  
c r u e l t y  i s  i n  e x a c t  p ropo r t i on  t o  t h e  s t r e ng t h ,  t h e  
propr ie ty,  and the  ju s tne s s  o f  the  expec ta t ions  which  
a r e  s o  d e f e a t e d .  I f  p e r s o n s  w h o  h ave  n o  r i g h t  t o  
expect  anything f rom us ,  make us  out  o f  mere  choice  
the  sub jec t  o f  foo l i sh  and unwar ran ted  an t i c ipa t ions ,  
we have no g reat  need to concer n our se lves  about the  
Matter ; and any disappointment which we may occasion 
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i s  r a ther  a  puni shment  for  the i r  fo l ly  than a  reproach  
upon us .  But where by a  kind of  necess i ty  we become  
to other s the objects of their well-founded and rational  
expec ta t ions ;  where  the se  expec ta t ions  a re  ver y  l a rge  
and  au tho r i s ed  by  eve r y  con s i d e r a t i on ;  whe re  t h e i r  
d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  mu s t  b e  f o l l owe d  by  g re a t  m i s e r y ;  
and  the  accompl i shment  o f  the i r  w i she s  mus t  s ecu re  
them g reat  happiness ;  and where i t  i s  in our power to  
br ing about either of these alternatives, i t  i s  most cruel  
wantonly to spor t  with the hopes thus suspended upon  
our  conduct .  A generous  and sens i t ive  mind does  not  
l ike to occasion disappointment even to a dumb animal.  
Think, then, of the hopes of parents in reference to their  
ch i ldren .  I  appea l  to  your  generos i ty  on the i r  beha l f .  
Have they not a r ight to enter tain hope concerning you?  
Does  no t  the  ve r y  re l a t ion sh ip  g ive  them th i s  r i gh t ?  
Fancy your mother thus addressing you, ‘I am a mother  
and have al l  a mother’s  af fections, anxieties,  hopes, and  
r ights .  Next to God and my husband,  in whom should  
I  hope so jus t ly as  in my chi ld,  whom I have borne in  
my womb,  nur sed  a t  my b rea s t ,  fond led  in  my a r ms?  
For  whom I  have  g iven the  s l eep o f  count le s s  n ight s ,  
a n d  t h e  l a b o u r  o f  c o u n t l e s s  d a y s .  W h o m  I  h a ve  
t augh t  t o  wa lk ,  t o  s pe ak ,  t o  t h ink ,  t o  a c t .  Whom I  
have  loved  wi th  a  mother ’s  love,  wa tched  a round h i s  
c ouch  i n  s i c kne s s ,  wep t  when  he  wep t ,  a nd  sm i l e d  
when  he  sm i l ed ,  h e a rd  h i s  comp l a i n t s ,  and  s oo thed  
h i s  so r rows ,  bor ne  wi th  h i s  waywardne s s ,  and  gen t ly  
r e p roved  h i s  f a u l t s .  Whom a s  a n  i n f a n t ,  a  c h i l d ,  a  
you th ,  a  man ,  I  h ave  anx iou s l y  c a red  f o r,  a s  I  h ave  
watched wi th so l ic i tude each succes s ive  deve lopment .  
Whom I have prayed for, instructed, warned, encouraged.  
O, my son, my son, had not thy mother a r ight to hope 
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that a l l  this  would be rewarded at some per iod when it  
shou ld  be  a l l  unde r s tood?  I  s aw thy  in f an t  sm i l e s  a s  
thou turnedst thy eyes upon her that fed thee from her  
bosom, and which seemed at that t ime si lently to thank  
me for  thy sus tenance.  I  heard thee ca l l  me thy “dear  
mother” ,  a s  thou mades t  thy  f i r s t  e s s ay s  a t  a r t i cu l a te  
l anguage.  I  behe ld  thy opening ta lent s  and v i r tues ,  a s  
they  appea red  to  be  then ,  and  in te r p re ted  them in to  
signs of future excellence, and had I not a r ight to hope  
for  much at  thy hands,  and wi l t  thou di sappoint  i t  a l l ,  
a n d  t h u s  r ewa rd  t hy  m o t h e r ’s  c a r e ?  S h a l l  h o p e s  s o  
ear ly awakened, so fondly cher ished, so long sustained,  
so just ly founded, that rose so high, and anticipated so  
much, be all doomed, by thy misconduct, to disappoint- 
m e n t ?  O,  my  s o n ,  my  s o n .’ A n d  t h e n  yo u r  f a t h e r  
too,  think of  him: that  kind,  good man, who when he  
f i r s t  took  you  in  ‘h i s  a r ms ,  f e l t  the  new and  s t r ange  
emotions of that rapturous moment all kindle into hope,  
as he looked upon your face, and for the f ir st time cr ied,  
‘ M y  c h i l d ! ’ H ow  d i d  t h a t  h o p e  g r ow  w i t h  yo u r  
g row t h ,  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n  w i t h  yo u r  s t r e n g t h :  r i s i n g  
h i gh e r  a nd  s i n k i n g  d e ep e r  a t  eve r y  a dvan c ed  s t a g e  
o f  your  l i f e.  Hi s  hope  o f  your  fu tu re  exce l l ence  wa s  
his prospective reward for al l  the labour he sustained to  
suppor t ,  to  educate,  and provide for  you.  Often a s  he  
wiped away the sweat  of  hi s  brow amidst  the heat  and  
burden of the day, and began to think his labours almost  
too severe, his hope of your future good conduct checked  
the  r i s ing  f ee l ing  o f  ha rd sh ip,  and  compe l l ed  h im to  
s ay,  ‘ I t  i s  f o r  my  c h i l d r e n :  a n d  i t  i s  my  h o p e  t h a t  
they,  by their  a f fect ion and general  good conduct,  wi l l  
one day make me as  thankful  that  I  endure a l l  th i s  for  
them, as their mother already does’.
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Young men,  have you generos i ty,  g ra t i tude,  nobi l i ty  
o f  s o u l ?  I f  s o,  l e t  m e  a s k  yo u ,  w h a t  d o  s u c h  t i e s ,  
such benef i t s ,  such feel ings,  and such conduct,  deserve  
a t  yo u r  h a n d s ?  C a n  yo u  b e  i n s e n s i b l e  t o  s u c h  a n  
appea l ?  One  shou ld  imag ine  i t  wou ld  be  your  s tudy  
and del ight to acknowledge and discharge,  in the most  
effectual and satisf actory manner, obligations which you  
began to contract  before you had the abi l i ty to under- 
s tand and apprec ia te  them; and which,  f rom that  t ime  
to the present,  have never ceased to accumulate.  Above  
a l l  t h i ng s  upon  e a r t h  you r  p a ren t s  h ave  t h e  l a r g e s t  
c l a ims upon your  cons idera t ion,  and though there  are  
higher motives to the cultivation of all moral excellence,  
than  even  a  rega rd  to  the i r  happ ine s s ,  ye t  th i s  ought  
never to be le f t  out of  view, and never wi l l  be,  by any  
generous, dutiful, and affectionate son.
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CHAPTER 11

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE PRESENT AGE

The children of Issachar, which were men that had under- 
s t a n d i n g  o f  t im e s,  t o  k n ow  wha t  I s r a e l  o u g h t  t o  d o.  
1 Chronicles 12:32.

Can ye not discern the signs of the times? Matthew 16:3.

In the f i r s t  of  these pas sages ,  the I s rae l i te s  who were  
of the tr ibe of Issachar, in the time of David, received a  

high encomium for understanding the times, and knowing  
what  i t  became the inhabi tant s  o f  the k ingdom to do.  
They were thoughtful, intell igent men, who studied and  
who understood the signs of the times; were well ver sed  
in public aff air s ;  knew the character of the age that was  
pa s s ing  over  them,  and what  was  be s t  to  be  done  for  
the exigencies of their nation; and perceived that it  was  
the duty and the interest  of  I srae l  to advance David to  
the throne. In the second passage, our Lord reproves the  
Phar i sees  for  the i r  not  be ing able  to d i scer n the s igns  
of  their  t imes.  The s igns of  the t imes are the character  
and aspect of the pass ing age. Every age has i t s  charac- 
ter ist ic s igns impressed upon it  by the hand of God. To  
d i scer n  the se  i s  to  mark  and comprehend them.  Such  
attention and discr imination are our duty, and the neg- 
lec t  o f  i t  sub jec t s  u s  to  the  rebuke o f  Chr i s t .  Among 
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many extremes to be avoided,  there are two which are  
suggested by the subject of the present discourse; I mean  
too g reat individual i ty of feel ing on the one hand, and  
being too much the c i t izen or  the cosmopol i te  on the  
other ; or, put in other words, too self ish a regard for our  
own per sonal aff air s,  or too absorbing an interest in the  
affair s of the state or the world. There are some persons,  
though they are  not  many,  whose whole wor ld i s  se l f .  
They  h ave  s u r rounded  themse l ve s  by  a  ve r y  n a r row  
boundar y,  wi th in which they endeavour  to  keep the i r  
attention closed, and occupy themselves str ict ly in their  
own bus ine s s ,  w i th  a s  l i t t l e  inqu i s i t ivene s s  about ,  o r  
connexion or  sympathy with,  the g reat  wor ld without  
a s  pos s ible.  Now thi s  i s  wrong,  for,  a s  they are  mem- 
ber s of the community, they owe it  some duties ,  which  
they cannot r ightly discharge without knowing its  con- 
d i t i on .  I t  i s  f oo l i s h ,  b e c au s e  t h e i r  i nd iv i du a l  l o t  i s  
inf luenced by the general  one. It  betrays a g ross insen- 
s ib i l i ty  not  to  look u  when Prov idence  i s  pa s s ing  by,  
and not ice  i t s  s t a te ly  march .  I t  p revent s  the i r  ge t t ing  
good,  a s  wel l  a s  doing good,  for  God i s  ever  teaching  
us  le s sons  by publ ic  event s .  I t  i s  ver y  t r ue,  there  may  
be the opposite extreme of being so occupied by watch- 
i ng  the  p rog re s s ive  deve lopmen t  o f  t he  g re a t  d r ama  
of Providence, as to forget and neglect our own indivi- 
d u a l  c o n c e r n s ,  a n d  o u r  i m m e d i a t e  d u t i e s .  We  a r e  
p l a ced  in  a  ve r y  bu sy  wor ld ,  fu l l  o f  men  and  work s ;  
o f  t r a n s a c t i on s  a nd  even t s ,  a nd  o f  va s t  va r i e t i e s  o f  
human  cha r a c t e r  and  a c t i on .  We  may  be  a cqua in t ed  
with al l  that i s  going on, by reading, conver sat ion, and  
ob se r va t ion .  We a re  in  the  mid s t  o f  the  th rong ,  and  
a r e  m ov i n g  o n  w i t h  i t .  I t  i s  o f  v a s t  i m p o r t a n c e ,  
t h en ,  t o  a t t end  t o  two  t h i ng s :  f i r s t ,  no t  t o  l e t  ou r 
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attention be too much drawn off  f rom our own pr ivate  
matter s  to publ ic  ones ;  and secondly,  to take care that  
our not ice of  publ ic  events  be car r ied on wise ly,  so as  
to  tu r n  wha t  we  ob se r ve  to  p ro f i t ab l e  a ccoun t .  Our  
L o rd ’s  r e p ro o f  t o  t h e  J ew s  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  t e x t ,  
condemns  the  hab i tua l  d i s rega rd  o f  pa s s ing  even t s  in  
a l l  ages  o f  the  wor ld  and in  a l l  per iods  o f  i t s  h i s tor y.  
But  there  a re  t imes  when i t  i s  s t i l l  more to  be repro- 
bated.  Providence i s  a lways  a t  work,  and we,  a f ter  a l l ,  
a re  poor  judges  o f  the  compara t ive  impor tance  o f  i t s  
opera t ions ,  s ince  prepara t ions  may be  going on in  i t s  
secret  reces ses ,  o f  which the s tupendous  d i spensa t ions  
th a t  we  wi tne s s  a re  bu t  the  f i r s t  man i f e s t a t ion .  S t i l l  
there can be no doubt of the wonderful character of our  
a g e ,  n o r  a ny  d a n g e r  o f  o u r  u n d u l y  m a g n i f y i n g  i t s  
impor tance.  I t  i s  obv ious  tha t  the  wor ld  i s  becoming  
a f ar more active, ag itating, changing, tumultuous scene,  
than for merly.  Discover ies  and inventions;  inte l l igence  
a n d  eve n t s ;  o m e n s  a n d  a l a r m s ,  c o m e  u p o n  u s  n o t  
s ing ly,  but  in  t roops ;  not  in  shower s  and s t reams ,  but  
with the rapidi ty,  the copiousness ,  and the force of  an  
i nund a t i on .  I n  s u ch  an  a g e ,  t o  b e  swa l l owed  up  i n  
our own individual  concer ns ,  and to be such re l ig ious  
recluses ,  l i terar y sol i ta ires ,  mercanti le devotees ,  or do- 
me s t i c  ex c l u s ive s ,  a s  t o  h ave  no  s ympa thy  w i th  t h e  
actor s  and operat ions  of  the age,  i s  sanct ioned nei ther  
by religion nor reason, but is contrary to both.

I .  Le t  u s  inqu i re  in to  the  cha rac te r i s t i c s  o f  the  age  
in  which we l ive.  A lmos t  ever y  age  ha s  someth ing  in  
common wi th  o the r  a ge s  and  some th ing  pecu l i a r  t o  
i t se l f .  What then are those pecul iar i t ies  of  the present  
t imes which should be pointed out to the inquir ing and  
o b s e r va n t  m i n d ?  I f  we  s p e a k  o f  t h e  a g e  a s  r e g a rd s 
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i t s  in te l l ec tua l  charac te r,  we cannot  f a i l  to  not ice  an  
i n t en s e  ex c i t emen t  and  i nqu i s i t ivene s s .  The  human  
mind  was  never  so  ac t ive  and  so  exp lor ing  in  a l l  the  
reg ions  o f  thought  a s  now. The d i scover ie s  o f  sc ience  
a re  wonder fu l ,  and ,  a s  might  be  expected ,  the  inven- 
t i o n s  o f  a r t  a r e  p ro p o r t i o n a t e .  T h e  t wo  mu s t  eve r  
move together, being reciprocal ly helpful to each other.  
Wha t  s u r p r i s i ng  d i s c l o su re s  o f  t he  s e c re t s  o f  n a tu re  
a re  going on,  under  the scrut in i s ing researches  of  ex- 
pe r imen t a l  ph i lo sophy !  Men  s eem to  f ee l  a s  i f  the re  
were  no l imi t s  to  human inqu i r y,  and  a s  i f  there  was  
no th ing  knowab l e  wh i ch  t hey  cou ld  no t  and  wou ld  
no t  know;  a s  i f  no th ing  wou ld  s a t i s f y  them t i l l  they  
h a d  r e a c h e d  t h e  f u r t h e s t  b o u n d a r y  o f  k n ow l e d g e .  
How rapid ly  and how widely i s  the c i rc le  of  univer sa l  
knowledge expanding .  We are  g rown so  f ami l i a r  wi th  
the  wonder s  wh ich  have  been  o f  l a t e  yea r s  a ch i eved  
by  t h e  human  i n t e l l e c t ,  t h a t  we  now  do  no t  t h i nk  
anything too wonderfu l  for  man to a t tempt or  expect .  
Hence  the  magni f i cent ,  but  somewhat  pre sumptuous ,  
t i t l e  o f  h i s  l a s t  p u b l i c a t i o n  by  H u m b o l d t ,  C o s m o s ,  
‘The  Wor ld ’ ;  a s  i f  he  had  l a id  open  a l l  the  g lobe  to  
our knowledge,  and not only our planet ,  but the g reat  
universe itself, with all it comprehends.

I f  we regard  the  age  in  i t s  soc i a l  a spec t ,  we see  the  
s ame  p roo f  o f  i t s  ex t r ao rd ina r y  cha r ac t e r.  ‘The  pe r - 
vading connecting pr inciple of  community,  throughout  
mankind as one immense body, has become much more  
a l ive.  I t  i s  now much more  ve r i f i ed  to  be  one  body,  
however  extended,  by the quicker,  s t ronger  sensa t ions  
w h i c h  p e r v a d e  t h e  r e s t  o f  i t ,  f r o m  w h a t  a f f e c t s  
a ny  p a r t i c u l a r  p a r t .’ I n t e r c o u r s e  i s  s o  f a c i l i t a t e d ,  
qu ickened ,  and extended ,  tha t  men beg in  to  fee l  l e s s 
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and less  the inter posing geog raphical  and pol i t ica l  bar- 
r i e r s ,  wh ich  s epa r a t e  them f rom each  o the r,  and  a re  
approximating to univer sa l  neighbourhood; g reat socia l  
p r inc ip l e s  a re  a l so  in  ope r a t ion ,  wh ich  a re  b re ak ing  
down  na t i ona l  p re jud i c e s  and  an t i p a th i e s .  The  ev i l s  
of war are being denounced in loud and emphatic terms,  
and  s chemes  o f  un ive r s a l  b ro the rhood  a re  pu t  fo r th ,  
which,  i f  not  l ike ly  to  be  immedia te ly  succes s fu l ,  a re  
the  ha rb inger s  o f  the  approach ing  re ign  o f  love,  and  
the  shadows  wh ich  coming  even t s  c a s t  be fo re  them.  
The subject  of  s l aver y,  the t reatment of  cr imina l s ,  the  
f ounda t i on  o f  gove r nmen t ,  t h e  t h eo r y  and  p r a c t i c e  
o f  l aw,  t h e  p hy s i c a l  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ,  t h e  
temperance re for m, nat iona l  educat ion,  the pr inc ip le s  
of  inter nat ional  t rade,  the g rand quest ions of  c ivi l  and  
re l ig ious l iber ty,  are a l l  ag i ta ted and di scussed with an  
inquisitiveness and an eagerness which look as if society  
were absolutely and resolutely bent on self-improvement,  
a nd  wa s  go i ng  on  t owa rd s  a  po i n t  immea su r ab l y  i n  
advance  o f  any th ing  i t  h a s  ye t  re a ched .  Nor  shou ld  
we forget the extraordinary impetus that has been lately  
g iven  to  co lon i s a t ion  and  emig ra t ion ,  by  which  new  
additions are being made to the g reat f amily of nations,  
and new exper iments instituted in the pr inciples of hu- 
man government.

The  po l i t i c a l  cha r ac t e r  o f  the  age,  e spec i a l l y  i f  we  
t a ke  i n  t h e  who l e  o f  t h e  p re s en t  c en tu r y,  i s  a lmo s t  
unparal le led for the number, rapidity,  extent,  and mag- 
n i tude  o f  i t s  revo lu t ion s .  In  wha t  a  s t a t e  ha s  Europe  
exi s ted dur ing thi s  per iod!  Almost  ever y kingdom but  
our  own ha s  been  the  sea t  o f  war,  and  mos t  o f  them  
the scenes  o f  changes  o f  dynas ty  and gover nment .  We  
have seen monarchs dr iven from their  thrones;  sceptres 
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broken ,  and  c rowns  ro l l i ng  in  the  du s t .  And  though  
the g rea t  ear thquake a t  present  (1851)  has  ceased,  and  
the re  i s  a  lu l l  in  the  tempes t s  tha t  have  been  r ag ing ;  
ye t  w i t h  f o u r  m i l l i o n s  o f  m e n  u n d e r  a r m s  a t  t h i s  
moment ,  and  na t ion s  j e a lou s l y  wa tch ing  each  o the r ;  
with France uneasy and res t les s  within i t se l f ,  and con- 
taining the elements of mischief  fermenting both in i t s  
capita l  and in i t s  provinces ,  who can say how soon the  
s p a rk  w i l l  f a l l  wh i ch  may  c au s e  ano the r  exp lo s i on ?  
Depend upon it, the next convulsion, come when it may,  
wi l l  be  more t remendous  than any that  have preceded  
i t .  The l iber t ie s  o f  Europe have  ye t  to  be  e s t abl i shed  
by the subver s ion of many of i t s  old governments,  who  
seem not di sposed to gain wisdom by exper ience.  The  
na t ion s  a re  pan t ing  fo r  f reedom,  and  the  de spo t s  a re  
resolved they sha l l  not be f ree;  and ere long the s laves  
wil l  break their fetter s and the sceptres of their tyrants,  
i n  t h e  s ame  f u r i ou s  s t r ugg l e  and  i n  t h e  s ame  aw fu l  
hour.  Young men,  you know not  and cannot  conceive  
wha t  you may  be  ca l l ed  to  wi tne s s .  Happ i ly  you l ive  
i n  a  coun t r y  where  wha teve r  the  many  have  to  g a in  
f rom  th e  f ew,  i t  w i l l  b e  won  by  re a s on  and  no t  by  
force.

The  mor a l  a s p e c t  o f  t h i s  a g e  i s  no  l e s s  imp re s s ive  
than  e i the r  o f  the  p reced ing .  I f  a sked  to  de sc r ibe  in  
one or  two words  th i s  a spect  o f  the age,  I  should say,  
f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  i t  i s  t h e  a g e  o f  c o n f l i c t .  T h e  s t r u g g l e  
a lways going on in our world between truth and er ror,  
good and evi l ,  has  a s sumed a  character  of  ear nes tnes s ,  
not  to say f ierceness ,  a s  i f  both par t ies  were prepar ing  
for  a  l a s t  and dec i s ive  bat t le.  The four  g rea t  re l ig ious  
controver sies are becoming more and more determined.  
There i s  the conf l ic t  which i s  mainta ined by inf idel i ty 
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i n  a l l  i t s  f o r m s  ( i n c l ud i ng  a t h e i sm ,  p an the i sm ,  and  
de i sm)  aga in s t  Chr i s t i an i ty :  tha t  which  i s  c a r r i ed  on  
between those foundat ion t ruths  which (a s  he ld by a l l  
the chief  denominations of Chr istendom) may f air ly be  
ca l l ed  or thodoxy,  and here sy :  tha t  which  i s  su s t a ined  
by the advocates and opponents  of  State establ i shments  
of relig ion: and that mighty struggle which is becoming  
more  deter mined ever y  day  between Poper y  and Pro- 
te s t an t i sm.  Never  was  the  war  o f  op in ions  so  genera l  
and  so  de t e r m ined  a s  i t  i s  now.  To  a  con t emp l a t ive  
mind it is a somewhat awful exercise of thought, to look  
over  th i s  va s t  f i e ld  o f  conf l i c t ,  where  such force s  a re  
contending for supremacy over the moral destinies of the  
pre sent  and a l l  fu ture  genera t ions  o f  mankind,  and to  
watch the movements of the armies,  and their a l ternate  
victories and defeats.

H a p p i l y  t h e re  i s  a l s o  a n o t h e r  f e a t u re  o f  t h e  a g e ,  
which, though in one sense i t  bear s  the aspect of  con- 
f l i c t  a l so,  i s  su f f i c i en t l y  d i s t i nc t  f rom i t  to  admi t  o f  
separa te  cons idera t ion;  I  mean the evangel i s ing sp i r i t ,  
now manifested by professing Chr istians of al l denomin- 
at ions.  This  though i t  may be unpraised, and even to a  
considerable extent unnoticed,  by ‘ the chi ldren of  thi s  
wo r l d ’ ,  w i s e  a s  t h ey  a re  i n  t h e i r  g ene r a t i on ,  i s  t h e  
g r ande s t  and  mos t  hope fu l  s i gn  o f  the  t imes .  I f  then  
a sked  fo r  a  s econd cha rac te r i s t i c  o f  the  mora l  a spec t  
o f  the  t ime s ,  I  rep ly  wi thou t  a  moment ’s  he s i t a t ion ,  
b en evo l en c e .  Ye s ,  a nd  t h a t  no t  a  me re  s e n t imen t a l  
compass ion,  the benevolence that  can weep before the  
pictures  of  imag inat ion,  but wi l l  do nothing to re l ieve  
t h e  m i s e r i e s  o f  re a l  l i f e .  No r  i s  i t  t h e  b enevo l ence  
tha t  on ly  bu i ld s  a lms-house s ,  ho sp i t a l s ,  d i spen sa r i e s ;  
which would combat the ills that flesh is heir to, disease, 
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pove r t y,  and  hunge r,  t hough  I  do  no t  t h i nk  l i gh t l y  
of this, nor is the age wanting in it; but the benevolence  
w h i c h  c h a r a c t e r i s e s  t h i s  a g e ,  a n d  i n  w h i c h  I  m o s t  
delight, is that which lighted upon our orb from heaven  
in  the  per son o f  our  Lord  Je su s  Chr i s t ,  who came to  
redeem man from s in,  and death,  and hel l .  That which  
l ived  and  moved  and  had  i t s  be ing  in  apos t l e s ,  when  
they  went  ever ywhere  p reach ing  the  gospe l ,  ‘ to  tu r n  
men from dumb idols to serve the l iving and true God’.  
That which in modern times is embodied in the character  
of the devoted and sel f-sacr i f ic ing miss ionary, who, for  
the love of Chr ist and pity for immortal souls, quits the  
comfor t s  o f  c iv i l i s ed  soc ie ty  to  dwel l  among s avage s ,  
amidst the deser ts of Afr ica or the ices of polar reg ions.  
That, in shor t, which aims at the salvation of souls,  the  
rescue of the human mind from the chains of ignorance  
and  the  emanc ipa t ion  o f  the  hea r t  f rom the  bondage  
o f  i t s  l u s t s .  Th i s ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  nob l e s t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  
of our age, a relig ious zeal to diffuse the blessings of the  
gospel  over the f ace of  the whole ear th,  more intense,  
more ac t ive,  and more comprehens ive  than any which  
h a s  ex i s t ed  s i n ce  the  apo s t l e s ’ d ay s .  The  mi s s i ona r y  
spir i t ,  as  manifested in the var ious organisat ions which  
it has called into existence, the numerous missions which  
i t  h a s  e s t ab l i shed ,  and  the  t r iumphs  ove r  b a rba r i sm ,  
idolatr y,  vice and cruel ty which i t  has  achieved; s tamp  
upon this  age i t s  most benef icent,  most impor tant,  and  
mo s t  s ub l ime  ch a r a c t e r .  Ch r i s t i a n i t y  i s  t h e  wo r l d ’s  
bes t  f r iend.  Apar t  f rom i t s  be ing the means  of  e ter na l  
l i fe in another world, it is the best benefactor of man in  
a l l  h i s  re la t ions  to the present  wor ld .  ‘ I t  mainta ins  an  
inces sant  s t r uggle  aga ins t  a l l  that  i s  se l f i sh ,  barbarous ,  
and inimica l  to human happiness ,  and comprehends in 
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i t se l f  the  seeds  o f  end le s s  improvement ;  and i t  i s  th i s  
which  r i s ing  upon us  l ike  a  f ine r  sun ,  ha s  qu ickened  
mora l  vege t a t i on ,  and  rep l en i shed  ou r  coun t r y  w i th  
t a l en t s ,  v i r t ue s ,  and  exp lo i t s ,  wh i ch ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  i t s  
phys ica l  di sadvantages ,  have rendered i t  a  paradise,  the  
de l i gh t  and  wonde r  o f  t he  wor ld .’ How g re a t ,  t hen ,  
and how noble an enter pr i se  i s  that  which at tempts  to  
m a ke  t h i s  t h e  r e l i g i o n  o f  t h e  wo r l d ,  a n d  t h u s  t o  
supp l an t  a l l  the  v i ce s  and  c r ime s  wh ich  deg r ade  the  
inte l lec t ,  pol lute  the hear t ,  defor m the character,  and  
fill the life with misery!

Su ch ,  t h en ,  Young  Men ,  i s  t h e  a g e  i n  wh i ch  you  
a r e  c a l l e d  t o  e x i s t ;  a n d  s u c h  t h e  s i g n s ,  o m e n s  a n d  
por tents  by which i t  i s  dis t inguished: and to them may  
be added the reflection, which g ives the consideration its  
most intense force and impor tance, that your lot i s  cast  
in  the  count r y  which  i s  p l aced  by  Prov idence  a t  the  
cen t re  o f  the  in te l l ec tua l ,  soc i a l ,  and  mora l  in te re s t s  
o f  the  wor ld .  I t  i s  someth ing  more  than  an  e f fu s ion  
o f  na t iona l  van i ty,  to  a f f i r m tha t  Eng land,  beyond a l l  
coun t r i e s  on  t h e  g l obe,  i s  a t  p re s en t  t h e  t emp l e  o f  
re l i g ion ,  the  ha l l  o f  s c i ence,  the  s choo l  o f  l e a r n ing ,  
t h e  c i t a d e l  o f  l i b e r t y,  t h e  r e f u g e  o f  d i s t r e s s ,  t h e  
m a r t  o f  c o m m e rc e ,  a n d  t h e  s e a t  o f  p owe r.  O n  h e r  
d epend  more  c l o s e l y  t h an  on  any  o the r  n a t i on ,  t h e  
in te l l ec tua l ,  soc i a l  and  mora l  de s t in i e s  o f  the  wor ld .  
T h e  n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  e a r t h  a n d  a l l  c o m i n g  a g e s  a n d  
generations have more to hope from her, than from any  
other countr y under the sun.  Her decadence would be  
more  the i r  lo s s ,  a s  her  cont inued g lor y  and g rea tnes s  
would be more the i r  ga in ,  than the adver s i ty  or  pros- 
per i ty  o f  any  o ther  s t a te  on the  f ace  o f  the  g lobe.  I t  
i s  not  then a l lowed to you to look on f rom a f ar  upon 
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pa s s ing  even t s ,  w i thou t  be ing  pe r mi t t ed  to  gu ide  o r  
inf luence them. You are in the midst  of  them, and can  
touch the spr ings of activity which are in motion around  
you.  You are not  only per mit ted,  but  invi ted;  and not  
only invited, but commanded, to bear a par t  in a l l  that  
is going forward for the world’s improvement.

I I .  I  t h e re f o re  c on s i d e r  t h e  ch a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  men  
that  are wanted for  the age.  This  wi l l  lead me to s ta te  
what  you should  be.  Men of  the  age,  and for  i t .  Men  
wor thy  o f  i t ,  tha t  c an  ava i l  themse lve s  o f  i t s  oppor- 
tuni t ie s  for  ge t t ing  good,  and doing good;  tha t  ca tch  
i t s  s p i r i t ,  a nd  re c e ive  i t s  imp re s s ;  t h a t  c an  even  do  
something to improve i t ,  a s  wel l  a s  be improved by i t ;  
tha t  a re  wi se r,  ho l i e r,  more  benevo lent ,  more  ac t ive,  
than their fathers; that, like those of the tr ibe of Issachar,  
‘under s tand the t imes ,  and know what  I s rae l  ought  to  
do’.

As the bas i s  of  ever ything e l se,  of  a l l  the ta lent s  and  
the  v i r tue s  by  which you can  ac t  mos t  bene f i c i a l l y,  I  
ment ion of  cour se per sonal  re l ig ion.  Mainta ining,  a s  I  
do, that real rel ig ion is the chief element in the world’s  
well-being, as well as in the happiness of each individual,  
I  ough t  t o  men t i on  i t  a s  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  e s s en t i a l l y  
necessary in him who would benef it the age in which he  
l i ve s .  I  h ave  a s  h i gh  an  e s t ima t e  a s  a ny  one  o f  t h e  
value and impor tance of the sciences, l i terature and the  
a r t s ;  I  am a s  s t renuous  an  advoca te  o f  l i be r ty  a s  c an  
be found; but I contend that they wil l  never renew the  
human hear t ,  or restore i t  to peace. I t  i s  re l ig ion more  
t h an  the s e  th ing s ,  o r  th an  a l l  o the r  th ing s ,  t h a t  t he  
nat ions  need for  thei r  repose and fe l ic i ty ;  and he that  
would do most to bless  his  species ,  must seek to spread  
the bles s ings  of  Chr i s t iani ty.  When I  speak of  re l ig ion 
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be ing  the  wor ld ’s  be s t  f r i end ,  I  mean  re l i g ion  a s  we  
have  i t  pa re  in  the  B ible,  and  in  the  hea r t s  and  l ive s  
o f  i t s  t r ue  be l iever s ;  and not  a s  i t  i s  p re sented in  the  
c o r r up t  f o r m s  wh i ch  i t  h a s  a s s umed  i n  t h e  c re ed s ,  
churches ,  cons t i tu t ions ,  and  pro fe s s ions  o f  some tha t  
ca l l  themse lve s  Chr i s t i ans ;  I  mean the  re l ig ion o f  re- 
pentance,  t ruth,  hol ines s ,  and love;  the subjugat ion of  
t h e  h e a r t  a nd  l i f e  t o  t h e  l aw  o f  God ;  ‘ t h e  w i s dom  
that is f ir st pure, then peaceable; full of mercy and good  
f r u i t s ;  gent le  and easy  to be entrea ted;  wi thout  par t i - 
a l i ty,  and wi thout  hypocr i sy ’ .  I  see  wi th  p lea sure  the  
ever advancing t ide of  knowledge:  but  I  am quite sure  
i t  i s  no t  upon th i s ,  bu t  upon the  s t re am o f  re l i g ion ,  
that men must f loat into the haven of sound morals and  
pe r manen t  peace.  The  be s t  bene f a c to r  o f  h i s  r a ce  i s  
not he who teaches them something they did not before  
know, though even he is  entit led to their g ratitude, but  
h e  w h o  d e l i ve r s  t h e m  f ro m  t h e  d o m i n i o n  o f  t h e i r  
pass ions,  and the s lavery of their  vices .  Hence, no man  
can serve his age so effectually as he who fears God, and  
under the inf luence of motives der ived thence, seeks to  
benef it his fellow-creatures by implanting in their hear ts  
t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  t h a t  sway  h i s  own .  The  wo r s h i pp e r s  
of knowledge award to the philosopher the palm which  
i s  due  to  the  Chr i s t i an  ph i l an throp i s t ,  a s  the  wor ld ’s  
be s t  f r i end .  Hence,  my young f r i ends ,  I  t e l l  you tha t  
you a re  not  men for  the  age,  i f  you a re  not  re l ig ious  
men .  Neg l e c t  r e l i g i on ,  a nd  you  may  by  you r  v i c e s  
b e come  t h e  wo r l d ’s  b ane  and  cu r s e .  Po s s e s s  i t ,  a nd  
you not  on ly  promote  the  mora l  in te re s t s  o f  the  age,  
which are  i t s  h ighes t  ones ,  but  you a l so  g ive  the  bes t  
gua r an tee,  and  u se  the  be s t  mean s  too,  o f  s e r v ing  i t  
in every other way.
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I t  becomes  you to  be  obser vant ,  thought fu l ,  re f l ec- 
t ive:  for who in such an age as  this  can be in har mony  
with the t imes without such a  di spos i t ion? Rise above  
the  fo l ly  o f  those  young men whose  f r ivo lous  sp i r i t s ,  
t aken  up  wi th  the  l ev i t i e s ,  t r i f l e s  and  pe t ty  imper t i - 
nences of l i t t le minds, seem incapable of ser ious ref lec- 
t ion;  men who would wonder what s t range myster ious  
power  wa s  ope ra t ing  upon  them,  i f  a t  any  t ime  they  
found themse lve s  in  a  pens ive  mood,  and ,  in  ever  so  
s l i gh t  a  manne r,  mo r a l i s i n g  on  p a s s i ng  even t s :  men  
who seem to  th ink they a re  bor n to  t a lk ,  and smoke,  
and  l augh ,  r a t he r  t h an  t o  t h ink .  De sp i s e  s u ch  men .  
F rom th e s e  g ay  and  t hough t l e s s  t r i f l e r s  s o c i e t y  h a s  
n o t h i n g  t o  e x p e c t .  T h ey  m ay  h ave  t h e i r  b r i e f  d ay  
o f  sun sh ine  and  p l ea su re :  they  wi l l  then  d ie,  van i sh ,  
and be forgot ten,  a s  though they had never  been.  Be- 
long, my young fr iends, to the class so character istical ly  
d e s c r i b ed  a s  ‘ t hough t f u l  men ’ ;  men  who,  know ing  
they were made for thought and reflection, f ix their eyes  
on  the  cur rent s  o f  event s ,  to  see  which  way they  a re  
f lowing; who not only make themselves acquainted with  
t he  su r f a ce  o f  t h ing s ,  bu t  who  look  benea th  i t ,  and  
endeavour phi losophica l ly  to t race events  backward to  
the i r  cause s ,  and forward to  the i r  consequences ;  who  
no t  on ly  exe rc i s e  the i r  cu r io s i t y  in  knowing  wha t  i s  
taking place,  but their  reason in judg ing of i t s  tenden- 
cies and influences; who read the histor ies of past times,  
a s  we l l  a s  the  chron ic l e s  o f  the  p re sen t  age,  to  fo r m  
opinions  founded upon examinat ion,  compar i son,  and  
l eg i t ima te  deduc t ion .  Endeavour  to  d i s ce r n  the  con- 
nec t ion o f  event s ,  and the i r  in f luence  upon the  g rea t  
interes t s  of  socia l  happiness ,  l iber ty and re l ig ion.  And  
e spec ia l ly  le t  the  specula t ive  contempla t ion of  human 
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l i fe and pass ing events  be combined in you with act ive  
energy.  Le t  obse r va t ion  cons t an t ly  be  conver ted  in to  
reflection, and reflection into action. Let your thought- 
fu lue s s  be  someth ing  more  than  mus ing .  Be  no t  l i ke  
one who watches  the swel l ing t ide in a  dreamy mood,  
and sees  i t  r i se  and f a l l  a s  a  mere  objec t  o f  cur ios i ty ;  
but  be a s  one who i s  wai t ing for  i t  to  reach a  cer ta in  
e levat ion, when he shal l  throw in a net or embark in a  
boat .  Stand amidst  pass ing events ,  a sking the quest ion,  
‘What  doe s  a l l  th i s  mean  genera l l y,  and  wha t  doe s  i t  
r e qu i re  me  t o  do ?  Wha t  p r a c t i c a l  t e a ch ing  i s  t h e re  
in  a l l  th i s ?  What  mus t  I  r i s e  f rom th i s  s cene  to  pe r - 
form for mysel f ,  for society,  or for the church of God?  
Wha t  i s  i t  t h a t  P rov idence,  by  wha t  i s  now pa s s i ng  
be fo re  me,  c a l l s  on  me  to  a t t emp t ? ’ I  do  no t  by  a l l  
th i s  mean to impose upon you a  premature g ravi ty,  an  
unna tu r a l  s o l emn i t y  and  t a c i t u r n i t y.  I  do  no t  mean  
to  dep re s s  the  buoyancy  and  cheek  the  sp r i gh t l i ne s s  
of  youth,  to s t i f fen your manner s  into repul s ive for m- 
a l i ty,  and to trans for m a modest ,  humble youth,  into a  
‘ S i r  Orac l e ’ .  Noth ing  o f  the  so r t ,  bu t  s t i l l  I  en t re a t  
young men to be sober-minded.

Here, again, I  br ing in mental  cult ivation and robust- 
ne s s  o f  in te l l ec t ,  a s  o f  g rea t  impor tance.  Throughout  
the  whole  o f  th i s  work  I  have  in s i s t ed  much on th i s ,  
being well-assured that though relig ion is the f ir st thing,  
a s  an  ob jec t  o f  human pur su i t ,  i t  i s  no t  ever y  th ing ;  
and that other things being equal,  he is l ikely to be the  
mos t  u s e fu l  and  happy  man ,  who  i s  be s t  t augh t  and  
b e s t  d i s c i p l i n e d .  I  s a y  t o  yo u  m o s t  e m p h a t i c a l l y,  
‘Seek ye  f i r s t  the  k ingdom of  God and h i s  r ighteous- 
ness ’ ;  but I  then add, Seek next a wel l- informed, wel l- 
cu l t iva ted  mind .  In  an  age  l ike  the  pre sen t ,  so  cu l t i -
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va t ed ,  so  en l i gh t ened ,  no  man  c an  make  way  in  the  
wor ld ,  so  a s  to  ga in  re spect ,  in f luence other s ,  and do  
good, who has  not some power of  character,  and some  
s tore of  inte l lectual  weal th.  Character does something,  
I  know,  even  where  the  j ewe l  i s  no t  s e t  i n  the  go ld  
of br i l l iant knowledge: but how much more when it  i s !  
He  who  i s  amb i t i ou s  to  be  u s e fu l ,  and  i t  i s  a  nob l e  
ambition wherever it  exists ,  and it ought to exist in al l ,  
mus t  no t  neg l ec t  to  improve  h i s  mind .  Who in  such  
an age as  this  wi l l  hearken to the ta lk of  ignorance,  or  
bow to the puer i l i t ies  of  weakness ,  or revere even rea l  
exce l l ence,  i f  i t  b e  a s soc i a t ed  w i th  imbec i l i t y ?  One  
of the character istics of the age is, as we have considered,  
active benevolence; and another, the diffusion of know- 
l edge.  Many  have  t aken  pa r t  i n  the  fo r mer,  w i thou t  
be ing care fu l  to  take  par t  in  the  l a t te r,  and thus  have  
failed in doing all the good they wished.

I  recommend the  adop t ion  o f  ce r t a in  g rea t  p r inc i - 
p l e s ,  which  ought  ever  to  be  p re sen t  wi th  you when  
l o o k i n g  a b ro a d  u p o n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  eve n t s  a n d  t h e  
genera l  hi s tor y of  mankind;  and which ever y one who  
properly discerns the signs of the t imes wil l  ass iduously  
cherish.

R e c og n i s e ,  i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  o f  h u m a n  a f f a i r s ,  t h e  
s cheme and  opera t ions  o f  an  a l l -wi se,  a l l - cont ro l l ing  
Providence.  Behold in a l l  events  the per miss ion or the  
appointment  of  God.  Renounce not  only  the a the i s t ’s  
creed, but his mode of thinking and speaking of passing  
events .  The t ransact ions  and a f f a i r s  of  the day,  though  
brought to pass by a vast multitude of free and account- 
able agents ,  ful f i l  God’s  counsel ,  and contr ibute to the  
perfect ing of  his  plan.  Be the s igns of  the t imes there- 
fo re  wha t  they  may,  they  a re  such  a s  he  ha s  s t amped 
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upon them, and are s ignif icant of something per taining  
to  h im and h i s  pur pose.  Be l ieve  tha t  the  wi l l  o f  God  
contro l s  a l l  event s .  In  looking over  the  scenes  o f  h i s- 
tory, as well  as those of nature, real i se the thought that  
a l l  you  s ee  i s  gove r ned  by  one  con t ro l l i ng  wi l l ,  one  
in f in i te ly  wi se  and benevolent  mind.  Thi s  g ives  addi- 
t iona l  in te re s t  and g randeur  to  the  v iew.  There  i s  no  
beauty,  no interest ,  no pleasure,  in the idea of  chance.  
It  i s  not only an ir rel ig ious and unphilosophical ,  but i t  
i s  a l s o  an  unpoe t i c a l  t h i ng ,  a  re pu l s ive  n eg a t i on ,  a  
s t e r i l e ,  h i d eou s  c on c ep t i on .  On  t h e  c on t r a r y,  how  
del ightful  i t  i s  to look upon the revolut ions of empire,  
the  d i s cover i e s  o f  s c i ence,  the  inven t ion s  o f  a r t ,  the  
conf l ic t  of  sys tems,  the prog ress  of  society,  and rea l i se  
in a l l  these the operat ions of  an Ever-present ,  Omnis- 
c ient  Inte l lec t :  and thus  to fee l  our se lves  in  the g rea t  
workshop or  l abora tor y  o f  the  a l l -wi se,  a l l -good,  a l l - 
power fu l  Ar t i f icer,  and sur rounded with the g lor ious ,  
though as yet unf inished, productions of his consummate  
skill.

Another  g rea t  p r inc ip le  to  d i rec t  u s  in  cons ide r ing  
the events of the age, is  that truth is  f ar more excel lent  
and impor tant  in  mat te r s  o f  mora l i ty  and consc ience,  
than in matter s of science or mere intel lect; or in other  
words,  that  re l ig ion and vir tue are super ior to science,  
l i te ra ture,  and the ar t s ,  a s  to  a l l  tha t  a f fec t s  the  wel l - 
be ing  o f  man.  A l l  t r u th  i s  impor tan t ;  but  a l l  t r u th  i s  
not  equal ly  impor tant .  Man’s  mora l  i s  above hi s  inte l- 
lectual  nature.  The intel lectual  i s  for the moral ,  rather  
than ,  the  mora l  for  the  in te l l ec tua l ;  and a s  the  in te l - 
lectual i s  for the moral ,  so the moral i s  for the eternal .  
I  have g lanced at  thi s ,  in a  for mer chapter ;  and renew  
the cons idera t ion of  i t  here  on account  of  i t s  impor t-
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ance.  I t  i s ,  a s  I  h ave  a l re ady  s a i d ,  a s  a  mor a l  a g en t  
t h a t  m a n  i s  f a r t h e s t  r e m ove d  f ro m  t h e  b r u t e s  t h a t  
pe r i sh ,  and  approx ima te s  nea re s t  to  God .  The  lower  
a n ima l s  h ave  momen t s  o f  r e a s on ,  bu t  t h ey  h ave  no  
s u s c e p t i b i l i t y  o f  m o r a l  i d e a s .  P i e t y  a n d  v i r t u e  a r e  
l o f t i e r  qu a l i t i e s  o f  ch a r a c t e r  i n  t h emse l ve s ,  a nd  f a r  
more product ive of  happiness ,  than merely inte l lectual  
acquisitions; they alone f it the soul for communion with  
God now, and for presence with him hereafter in heaven.  
The extension of knowledge alone, without relig ion and  
morals ,  even i f  every barbar ian in exis tence were made  
a philosopher, would f ail to make men happy; but moral  
qua l i t ie s  wi l l  make man happy in  any s ta te  o f  soc ie ty,  
in  any  condi t ion  o f  l i f e.  The Green lander  amids t  the  
never-mel t ing  ice s  and long n ight s  o f  Arc t ic  reg ions ,  
the Red Indian amidst his  boundless prair ies and inter- 
minable  fores t s ,  the Hottentot  amids t  the vas t  Afr ican  
deser t s ,  or  the Neg ro subjected to the yoke of  s laver y,  
may,  by  the  ex te r na l  b l e s s ing s  o f  the  gospe l ,  and  the  
in te r na l  g race s  o f  a  ho ly  mind,  be  happy.  One would  
imagine, from much that is said and done, in the present  
age,  that  knowledge was the bread of l i fe which would  
s a t i s f y  ever y  de s i re  o f  the  sou l  hunger ing  a f t e r  b l i s s ;  
the panacea which would heal  every wound of diseased  
h u m a n i t y ;  t h e  c row n  o f  g l o r y  t o  o u r  n a t u r e ;  t h e  
chief  fe l ic i ty of  our present exis tence;  and a l l  we need  
for  our happines s  in another  wor ld .  This  i s  however  a  
lamentable and f ata l  er ror,  but one in which nearly the  
who l e  c iv i l i s e d  wor l d  i s  i nvo l ved .  Educ a t i on ,  a p a r t  
f rom re l ig ion,  i s ,  i t  seems ,  to  do ever yth ing for  man.  
Ideas ,  ideas ,  ideas ,  are a lone needed to renew, refor m,  
a n d  b l e s s  t h e  h u m a n  r a c e .  L e t  b u t  m a n k i n d  b e  
admit ted to the t ree  of  knowledge,  and they wi l l  f ind 
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noth ing  but  good to  be  the  re su l t .  I t  i s  the  da rkne s s  
of  the inte l lect  only,  that  i s  the cause of  the depravi ty  
of the hear t;  and only let in the l ight of science, and it  
wi l l  s e t  a l l  r i gh t .  Such i s  the  dep lorable  e r ror  o f  the  
mora l  quacks  o f  the  age,  whose  nos t r um for  the  cure  
o f  a l l  d i s e a s e s  i s  k n ow l e d g e .  D e l u d e d  m e n !  T h ey  
would  rec t i fy  soc ie ty  wi thout  re l ig ion ,  and gover n  i t  
without God. Have they forgotten al l  history, especial ly  
tha t  o f  Greece  and  Rome?  Have  they  ever  read  wha t  
the apost le  says ,  ‘For a f ter  that  in the wisdom of God,  
the world by wisdom knew not God, i t  pleased God by  
the fool i shness  of preaching to save them that bel ieve’ .  
It  i s  something for the moral nature that man needs for  
h i s  h a pp i n e s s ;  a nd  you  may  o f f e r  me re  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
knowledge  to  a  man  who se  l imb s  a re  d i s l o c a t ed ,  o r  
whose f le sh i s  cor roded by d i sea se,  a s  tha t  which wi l l  
g ive  h im hea l th  and  en joyment ,  a s  rea sonably  a s  you  
can offer i t  to the unholy man, as  that  which wil l  g ive  
h im hol ines s ,  ease,  and contentment .  Whi le  then,  you  
concede to knowledge a l l  tha t  i s  contended for  on i t s  
beha l f ,  shor t  o f  i t s  be ing  the  supreme good ,  and  the  
supreme means  of  good;  and whi le  you go on seeking  
i t  for  your se l f ,  and di f fus ing i t  among other s ,  ever  re- 
member that relig ious and moral truth is inf initely more  
impor tant than science and the ar ts;  and g ive your most  
zealous interest  to those inst i tut ions which promote i t .  
You see on ever y hand res t le s snes s  and di s sa t i s f ac t ion.  
Amidst the advances of society in al l  that can exalt  and  
d i gn i f y  man  a s  an  i n t e l l e c tu a l  b e ing ,  am id s t  a l l  t h e  
wonder s  which his  noble intel lect  i s  producing, amidst  
al l  the homage he is ever receiving from his fel lows and  
f rom himse l f ,  he  i s  s t i l l  a s  f a r  f rom happines s  a s  ever,  
and st i l l  l i f t ing up the anxious inquiry, ‘Who wil l  show 
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u s  a ny  g o o d ? ’ T h e  n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  e a r t h ,  n o t w i t h - 
s t a n d i n g  t h e i r  m a r ve l l o u s  a d va n c e m e n t  i n  p hy s i c a l  
knowledge and re f inement ,  a re  s t i l l  a s  ignorant  of  the  
nature,  and as  shor t  of  the a t ta inment ,  of  t r ue bl i s s  a s  
eve r.  Ye s ,  and  t hey  eve r  mu s t  b e  s o,  a s  l ong  a s  any  
truth is  set above that which is  divinely revealed in the  
Word  o f  God,  and  a s  long  a s  the  sea t  o f  happ ine s s  i s  
s uppo s ed  t o  b e  t h e  i n t e l l e c t  r a t h e r  t h an  t h e  h e a r t .  
Young men,  be  i t  your  f e l i c i ty  to  d i s cover  wha t  i t  i s  
tha t  man needs  to  make  h im happy,  and  then  to  jo in  
those who are labour ing to diffuse ‘the excellency of the  
knowledge o f  Chr i s t ’ ,  which by renovat ing the  mora l  
na ture,  roo t s  ou t  a l l  tha t  c an  deg rade  and  d i s tu rb  i t ,  
and plants al l  those seeds of piety and vir tue which can  
elevate, adorn, and bless it.

As another pr inciple to guide you in your views con- 
duct and re lat ions in thi s  impor tant age,  let  i t  be your  
conviction that al l  social  changes are subservient to the  
kingdom of Chr is t .  In a l l  di f f icul t  problems,  and com- 
pl icated schemes,  i t  i s  a  vast  advantage to be fur nished  
wi th  a  key  to  un lock  the  whole.  Now th i s  advantage  
we  pos se s s  in  the  knowledge  fu r n i shed  by  the  B ible,  
concerning not only the tendency, but the actual design  
and f ina l  resu l t ,  o f  a l l  events  to promote the advance- 
m e n t  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  o n  t h e  e a r t h .  I t  i s  n o t  a t  a l l  
necessary to prove to those for whom I am wr iting, that  
the univer sa l  d i f fus ion of  the Chr i s t i an re l ig ion in  i t s  
pur i ty,  wou ld  be  a  g rea t  b l e s s ing  to  the  human r ace.  
W h a t  c u r s e s  a r e  Pa g a n i s m ,  M o h a m m e d a n i s m ,  a n d  
Poper y!  What  a  wither ing bl ight  has  come f rom those  
sources  over  the  mora l  in tere s t s  o f  the  g lobe !  What  a  
jubi lee for  the world would the univer sa l  re ign of  our  
Lord Je sus  Chr i s t  be !  How many ev i l s  would  f l ee  be-
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fo re  h im:  wa r,  s l ave r y,  t y r anny,  ana rchy,  and  v i ce  in  
a l l  i t s  b ranches !  How many ble s s ings  would  fo l low in  
h i s  t r a in ;  peace,  l ibe r ty,  good gover nment ,  ju s t  l aws ,  
univer sa l  brotherhood! The di f fus ion of  Chr is t iani ty i s  
the g reatest thing that can happen in and to our world.  
Nothing can for  a  moment be put  in compar i son with  
it: nothing can be conceived more worthy of the Divine  
Be ing ,  a s  the  supreme end o f  h i s  gover nment .  Hence  
i t  i s  ve r y  de l igh t fu l  to  know tha t  a l l  which  i s  t ak ing  
p l a c e  i s  s u b s e r v i e n t  t o  t h i s  e nd .  How g r and  i s  t h e  
pos i t ion  o f  a  t r ue  Chr i s t i an ,  a  be l i ever  in  reve l a t ion !  
He stands upon the mount of prophecy, and sees al l  the  
va r ious  opera t ions  o f  s c i ence,  l i t e r a ture,  a r t ,  h i s to r y,  
commerce,  nav iga t ion ,  a l l  w iden ing  the  channe l  and  
d e epen ing  t h e  b ed  o f  t h e  ‘R ive r  o f  L i f e ’ ,  wh i ch  i s  
f lowing from the throne of  God and the Lamb, for the  
s a l va t ion  o f  the  wor ld .  He  s ee s  s t a t e smen ,  wa r r io r s ,  
t rave l ler s ,  phi losopher s ,  merchant s ,  mechanic ians ,  en- 
g ineer s ,  while pur suing their own separate objects ,  and  
n eve r  d re am ing  o f  p romo t i ng  Ch r i s t i a n i t y,  a c t u a l l y  
c a r r y i n g  o n  t h i s  g re a t  wo r k .  I s  i t  n o t  a n  i m m e n s e  
advantage, in looking abroad upon the millions of events  
of  a l l  kinds that are ever occur r ing, events which seem  
to have no connection with each other, and no end and  
de s i gn  in  common,  to  be  fu r n i shed  w i th  the  know- 
ledge  o f  the  cent re  in  which a l l  the se  l ine s  meet  and  
conve r g e ?  We  a re  t o l d  t h a t  Ch r i s t  i s  He ad  ove r  a l l  
t h ing s  to  h i s  chu rch .  The re  i s  t he  s e c re t ,  t he  g r and  
g lor ious  and bl i s s fu l  secre t .  In  looking upon the pro- 
g re s s  o f  s c i en c e  and  t h e  a r t s ,  t h e  que s t i on  i s  o f t en  
a lmo s t  i nvo l un t a r i l y  a s ked ,  ‘Whe re  w i l l  i t  a l l  e nd ?  
W h a t  w i l l  i t  a l l  c o m e  t o ? ’ T h e  B i b l e  a n swe r s  t h e  
que s t i on :  In  the  s e t t i ng  up  in  ou r  wor ld  o f  Chr i s t ’s 
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k ingdom o f  t r u th ,  ho l ine s s ,  and  happ ine s s .  Take  th i s  
conv ic t ion  wi th  you  th rough l i f e.  Look abroad  upon  
this wonderful age, with the knowledge of this stil l more  
wonderful and glor ious f act; and while the unreflecting,  
the ir relig ious, the sceptical, or the atheistic philosopher,  
i s  reve l l ing in the di scover ies  of  sc ience,  but  s topping  
there;  do you go on to that nobler cause,  the univer sa l  
d i f fus ion of  re l ig ion,  of  which a l l  the sc iences  are  the  
hand-maids ,  and he h imse l f ,  though he knows i t  not ,  
no r  doe s  h i s  h e a r t  t h i nk  s o,  i s  bu t  a n  uncon s c i ou s  
instrument.

The  l a s t  p r i nc ip l e  I  wou ld  reque s t  you  to  t ake  up  
and  app ly  to  the  age,  i s  t h i s ,  Soc i a l  re fo r m mus t  be  
brought about by individual regeneration. This pr inciple  
i s  a s  impor t an t  a s  i t  i s  t r ue.  We hea r  a  g rea t  dea l  in  
var ious directions about the improvement of society, and  
a noble idea it is, whether politically or morally viewed.  
Socia l  ev i l s  a re  so numerous ,  so  deeply  sea ted,  and so  
per nic ious ,  that  i t  i s  des i rable and impor tant  that  they  
s h o u l d  b e  r e m ove d  by  e x t e n s i ve  r e f o r m .  B u t  i t  i s  
f o r go t t en ,  even  by  t ho s e  who  d e c l a im  mo s t  l oud l y  
a g a i n s t  t h e m ,  a n d  c a l l  m o s t  e a r n e s t l y  f o r  a  b e t t e r  
d i rect ion to be g iven to the masses ,  that  the bes t ,  and  
only way to improve the whole,  i s  by seeking the im- 
provement of  each par t .  Individual  regenerat ion i s  the  
o n l y  m e t h o d  o f  g e n e r a l  r e f o r m a t i o n .  I t  i s  a l l  we l l  
enough to talk about the latter, and to join in combined  
ef for ts  to promote i t ;  but i t  wil l  end in ta lk,  as  long as  
there  i s  no concer n for  each man to improve himse l f .  
Publ ic  and confedera te  ev i l  must ,  I  know, be publ ic ly  
a nd  j o i n t l y  a t t a c ked ;  bu t  t h e  a s s a i l a n t s  mu s t  b e g i n  
with refor ming themselves ,  and come to the assaul t  on  
o ther s  wi th  c lean  hands  and pure  hear t s .  I t  i s  o f  va s t 
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impor tance to set  out  in l i fe  with thi s  v iew of  things .  
He is the best reformer who begins with the reformation  
of  himsel f ;  and no sys tems wi l l  be e f fectua l  for  publ ic  
amel iorat ion which leave out  of  cons iderat ion the ne- 
ce s s i ty  o f  ind iv idua l  exce l lence.  A deep sense  o f  per- 
sonal responsibility should lie on every man’s conscience.  
Every man is a par t of the existing generation, and does  
someth ing  by  h i s  own charac te r  and conduct  to  for m  
t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  a g e .  E a c h  o u g h t  t h e r e f o r e  t o  
re so lve,  What  I  would  have  the  age  to  be,  tha t  I  wi l l  
endeavour to be.

No man can r ight ly  apprecia te  hi s  age who does  not  
cher i sh  Publ ic  Spi r i t .  Thi s ,  a t  a l l  t imes  incumbent ,  i s  
e s p e c i a l l y  s o  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  d ay.  B y  t h i s  I  d o  n o t  
mean  a  no i s y  ob t r u s ive  and  re s t l e s s  de s i re  to  ob t a in  
notor iety by a seeming zeal  to rect i fy publ ic evi l s ,  and  
to promote the publ ic  good;  a  d i spos i t ion to as socia te  
w i th  t ho s e  who  a re  g iven  to  ch ange ;  bu t  I  mean ,  a  
determination, founded upon conscientious conviction,  
a s sociated with deep humil i ty and modest ly  expressed,  
to do a l l  the good you can, and to leave the world the  
be t te r  fo r  your  hav ing  l ived  in  i t .  No man ‘ l ive th  to  
h i m s e l f ’ i s  t h e  d i c t a t e  o f  r e a s o n ,  a s  we l l  a s  t h e  
c o m m a n d  o f  r eve l a t i o n .  E a c h  m a n ,  n o t  b e i n g  l i ke  
Alexander Selkirk,  the sol i tar y inhabitant of  a  desolate  
i s l a nd ,  i s ,  a s  a  membe r  o f  s o c i e t y,  a  d eb t o r  t o  t h e  
commun i t y  f rom wh i ch  he  re c e ive s  b ene f i t s ,  a nd  i s  
under cor responding obligations to it. Every man can do  
someth ing  to  bene f i t  o ther  men,  and what  he  can do  
he  ough t  to  do.  I f  t h i s  i s  h i s  du ty  a t  a l l  t ime s ,  i t  i s  
e s pec i a l l y  s o  a t  t h e  p re s en t  t ime.  Benevo l ence,  a s  I  
h ave  a l re ady  shown ,  i s  one  o f  t he  nob l e s t  and  mos t  
i d en t i f y i ng  mor a l  f e a tu re s  o f  t he  a ge.  Neve r  wa s  s o 
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much  do i ng  f o r  t h e  we l l - b e i ng  o f  mank ind .  I t  i s  a  
g lor ious thing, and makes one g rateful  for the present,  
and hopefu l  for  the future.  Men are  ever ywhere s tep- 
p ing  ou t  o f  t he  c en t re  o f  s e l f i s hne s s  i n to  the  b road  
c i r c u m f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  g o o d .  I t  i s  a n  a g e  
o f  a c t i on  o f  a c t i on  i n  t he  c au s e  o f  God  and  human  
happines s .  Publ ic  sp i r i t  has  become with mul t i tudes  a  
pr inciple,  and with mult i tudes more a f ashion. Sel f i sh- 
ness acquires at such a t ime peculiar enormity, whether  
it be the self ishness of avar ice, which will g ive no money  
for  the publ ic  good;  of  indolence,  which wi l l  g ive no  
labour ; or of l i terary or scientif ic taste, which wil l  g ive  
n o  t i m e .  U n d e r  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  p u b l i c  s p i r i t  t h e  
wor ld  i s  improv ing ;  i gno r ance,  v i c e,  and  mi s e r y  a re  
yielding to its influence; and knowledge, truth, holiness,  
and  happ ine s s  a re  b r ing ing  on  the  mi l l enn ium.  The  
re l ig ious  ins t i tut ions  of  th i s  age are i t s  own glor y and  
the  hope  o f  eve r y  o the r  ye t  to  come.  They  a re  p re - 
par ing the ear th for its emancipation from the thraldom  
and misery under which it has been g roaning for nearly  
six thousand year s, and for the glor ious l iber ty of truth,  
hol ines s ,  happiness .  At  such a  t ime wi l l  you be tor pid  
a t  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  u n i ve r s a l  a c t i v i t y ?  Wi l l  yo u  n ow  
re fu se  to  sympa th i se  wi th  ph i l an throp i s t s ,  re fo r mer s ,  
a n d  eva n g e l i s t s ?  N eve r ,  n o  n eve r ,  we r e  t h e  yo u t h  
o f  a n y  p r e c e d i n g  g e n e r a t i o n  c a l l e d  t o  a  wo r k  s o  
g re a t ,  s o  nob l e ,  a nd  s o  b ene f i c en t ,  a s  i s  o f f e red  t o  
t h e  young  men  o f  t h i s  g en e r a t i on .  Neve r  h ad  t h ey  
such an oppor tunity of s ignal i s ing themselves by act ive  
benevolence, or were they in such danger of disg racing  
t h e m s e l ve s  by  s e l f i s h n e s s  a n d  i n d o l e n c e ,  a s  i n  t h e  
p r e s e n t  d ay.  ‘ B e g i n  e a r l y  t h e n  t o  c h e r i s h  a  p u b l i c  
spir i t ,  because i f  you do not possess  this  di sposi t ion in 
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the  mor n ing  o f  l i f e,  you probably  never  wi l l .  Thi s  i s  
a  v i r tue  tha t  r a re ly  sp r ing s  up  l a te  in  l i f e.  I f  i t  g row  
and f lour ish at  a l l ,  i t  must be planted in youth, and be  
nour ished by the warm sunshine and rain of the spr ing  
sea son of  ex i s tence.  He who cares  only  for  h imse l f  in  
yo u t h ,  w i l l  b e  a  ve r y  n i g g a rd  i n  m a n h o o d ,  a n d  a  
wretched miser in old age.’*

A  young  man  r i gh t l y  imp re s s e d  w i t h  t h e  c i r c um- 
s t ance s  o f  the  age,  w i l l  gua rd  a s s i duous l y  aga in s t  i t s  
ev i l s ,  fo r  eve r y  age  ha s  i t s  pecu l i a r  danger s ,  and  the  
present  one for ms no except ion to the genera l  r u le.  I  
can only briefly enumerate those perils.

H e  w i l l  c h e c k  a n d  r e s t r a i n  a n  e x c e s s i ve  l ove  o f  
p lea sure,  which in  many ca se s  l eads  to  d i s s ipa t ion,  in  
o ther s  un f i t s  fo r  bus ine s s ,  and in  f a r  more  a l toge ther  
ind i spose s  the  mind for  sober  thought  menta l  cu l ture  
a nd  t r u e  re l i g i on .  Th i s  i s  one  o f  t h e  g row ing  t en - 
d enc i e s  o f  t h e  d ay  i n  wh i ch  we  l ive ,  a nd  t h re a t en s  
i n f i n i t e  d amage  t o  t h e  p re s en t  a nd  e t e r n a l  we l f a r e  
o f  mank ind ,  by  b r ing ing  on  an  age  o f  f r ivo l i t y,  s en- 
s u a l i t y,  a n d  p r a c t i c a l  a t h e i s m .  F i n d  yo u r  p l e a s u re ,  
yo u n g  m e n ,  i n  t h e  i m p rove m e n t  o f  yo u r  m i n d ,  i n  
a t t e n t i o n  t o  bu s i n e s s ,  i n  t r u e  p i e t y,  a n d  i n  a c t i ve  
benevolence. Is  there not scope, enough for enjoyment  
h e re ?  ‘Wi sdom’s  way s  a re  way s  o f  p l e a s an tne s s ,  and  
all her paths are peace.’

E x c e s s i ve  wo r l d l i n e s s  i s  a n o t h e r  o f  t h e  d a n g e r s  
o f  t h i s  a g e .  I n  a  c o u n t r y,  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  w h i c h  
Phoen i c i a ,  Ty re ,  Ca r t h a g e,  a nd  Co r i n t h ,  v i ewed  a s  
c o m m e rc i a l  n a t i o n s ,  we re  m e re  p e d l a r s ;  a n d  i n  a n  
age,  compared  wi th  which  eve r y  o the r  tha t  ha s  p re- 
c e d e d  i t ,  wa s  a  t i m e  o f  s t a g n a n c y ;  t h e r e  i s  m o s t 

* Dr Hawes’ Lectures to Young Men.
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imminent per i l  of s inking into the mere worldl ing, and  
l iv ing  on ly  to  ge t  wea l th .  Never  wa s  compet i t ion  so  
f i e rce,  and never  was  there  so  g rea t  danger  o f  hav ing  
the  consc i ence  benumbed ,  the  mora l  p r inc ip l e  p ro s - 
t r a t ed ,  t he  hea r t  rende red  c a l l ou s ,  and  even  the  in - 
t e l l e c t  r i f l ed  o f  i t s  s t reng th ,  o r  sha r pened  on ly  in to  
cunning and dupl ic i ty  by the love of  money,  a s  in  the  
age  in  wh ich  we  l ive.  Wea l th  i s  the  god  o f  Br i t a in ’s  
ido la t r y  ju s t  now;  and you,  wi thout  watchfu lnes s  and  
prayer,  are in danger of  bowing devout ly a t  i t s  shr ine,  
becoming its worshipper s, and immolating your souls as  
a burnt-offer ing on its altars.

P r i d e  o f  i n t e l l e c t ,  l e ad i ng  t o  s c ep t i c i sm  and  i n f i - 
de l i t y,  i s  a  mos t  f e a r fu l  source  o f  pe r i l  in  th i s  age.  I  
h ave  a l r e a d y  a l l u d ed  t o  t h e  c on f l i c t  now  go i n g  on  
between the var ious forms of unbelief and Chr ist ianity.  
The  s t r ugg l e  i s  e a ge r l y  ma in t a i ned  by  bo th  p a r t i e s ;  
and though to the sincere believer in Chr ist ianity there  
is no doubt how it wil l  terminate, yet in the meanwhile  
t he re  i s  g re a t  re a son  to  f e a r,  f rom the  bo ldne s s  and  
subt lety of  the at tacks of  inf idel i ty,  that  some, and not  
a few, victor ies will be gained by the opponents of Chr is- 
t i an i ty.  The  na tura l  b i a s  o f  youth  i s  a lmos t  a lways  to  
in f ide l i t y.  And  such  i s  the  c a s e,  no t  mere ly  becau se,  
a s  B a c o n  s ay s ,  ‘ a  l i t t l e  p h i l o s o p hy  i n c l i n e s  u s  t o  
atheism, and a g reat  deal  of  phi losophy car r ies  us back  
to  re l ig ion’ ;  but  youth has  an inte l lec tua l  b ia s  aga ins t  
r e l i g i on ,  b e c au s e  t h a t  wou l d  humbl e  t h e  a r rog ance  
o f  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g :  a n d  a  m o r a l  b i a s  a g a i n s t  i t ;  
because i t  would check the indulgence of the pass ions;  
and  the se  two cause s  wi l l  account  fo r  the  preva lence  
of  inf idel i ty among so many young men of  the present  
d ay.  I n  a n  a g e  w h e n  t h e  m i n d  o f  m a n  i s  p o u r i n g 
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out  i t s  prodig ie s  in  such profus ion,  there  i s  imminent  
per i l  of  bel ieving i t  a lmost omnipotent omniscient and  
a l l- suf f ic ient ,  and of  man’s  accounting himsel f  hi s  own  
God,  and  f ee l ing  a s  i f  he  needed  no  o ther.  The  ten- 
dency  i s  t o  th a t  Pan the i sm wh ich ,  i n s t e ad  o f  s ay ing  
nothing i s  God,  says  ever yth ing i s  God.  Man-wor ship  
i s  the  ido l a t r y  o f  the  day,  a s  we l l  a s  money-wor sh ip.  
And  ye t  no tw i t h s t a nd i n g  t h e  p rod i g i e s  o f  i n t e l l e c t  
wh ich  man  can  and  doe s  a ccompl i sh ,  how l i t t l e  way  
does al l  go to make him either holy or happy. The pro- 
foundest  phi losopher and the noblest  son of science, as  
much need a revelation from God to guide them in mat- 
ters of religion and morals, as the peasant or the child.

Super st i t ion, leading to formalism in rel ig ion, instead  
of the relig ion of the intellect, the heart, the conscience,  
and  the  l i f e,  i s  wi th  some,  though not  so  much wi th  
yo u ,  a  d a n g e r  o f  t h e  a g e .  Ye t  t h o u g h  i t  i s  c h i e f l y  
among that portion of our race most under the influence  
o f  pa s s ion and imag inat ion,  tha t  super s t i t ion ga ins  i t s  
v ic tor ie s ,  i t  i s  ev ident  f rom many f ac t s  tha t  even the  
most masculine minds of your sex are not proof against  
the seduct ions  of  Popery and i t s  cognate sys tems.  And  
when we see over  what  mighty inte l lect s  th i s  dreadful  
sys tem has  cas t  i t s  shade or  thrown i t s  spe l l ,  and what  
g ifted minds it  has induced to dr ink of the Circean cup  
of i t s  enchantments,  we must not speak too strongly on  
the probability that none but the feeble or the imag ina- 
tive will yield to its sorceries.

Young  men ,  s tudy  then ,  s e r iou s l y  con s ide r,  and  be  
duly impres sed with,  the danger s  that  character i se  the  
a g e  i n  w h i c h  yo u  l i ve ,  d a n g e r s  by  w h i c h  yo u  a r e  
s u r rounded .  I  s p e ak  no t  now o f  t h e  o rd in a r y  pe r i l s  
which apply to every age alike, the dangers ar ising from 
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the  a rdour  o f  pa s s ion ,  the  p r ur i ency  o f  imag ina t ion ,  
the  in f luence o f  example,  the  love  o f  companionsh ip,  
t h e  t e m p t a t i o n s  t o  s e n s u a l i t y,  t o  i n t e m p e r a n c e ,  t o  
d i s hone s t y,  t o  ex t r avag ance,  wh i ch  be s e t  t h e  young  
m a n ’s  p a t h  a t  a l l  t i m e s :  t h e s e  h ave  b e e n  a l r e a d y  
cons idered in  the  prev ious  chapter s .  But  I  now speak  
of those which apper tain to the age in which it  i s  your  
lo t  to  l ive.  Do not  be  i gnoran t ,  in sen s ib l e,  o r  ind i f - 
fe rent ,  in  such a  s i tua t ion :  nor  t rea t  the  sub jec t  wi th  
c a re l e s s ne s s  o r  l ev i t y.  Ponde r,  d evou t l y  ponde r,  t he  
sub jec t .  As  your  protec t ion f rom these  per i l s ,  pos se s s  
you r s e l ve s  o f  pe r sona l  re l i g ion .  Th i s ,  and  th i s  on ly,  
i s  yo u r  a d e q u a t e  d e f e n c e .  T h i s  i s  yo u r  s h i e l d  a n d  
bu c k l e r .  Wa t c h  a n d  p r ay,  t h a t  yo u  e n t e r  n o t  i n t o  
t e m p t a t i o n .  P u t  yo u r  t r u s t  i n  G o d .  Wi t h  h i s  f e a r  
before your eyes ,  and hi s  love re igning in your hear t s ,  
you are  sa fe,  and wi l l  e scape unsca thed f rom a l l  these  
perils to which you are constantly exposed.

Re f l e c t ,  t hen ,  upon  you r  cond i t i on .  He re  you  a re  
in being,  exi s t ing not  by your own choice,  but  by the  
appointment of Providence, in one of the most eventful  
eras that ever elapsed in the history of the world or the  
f l i gh t  o f  t ime.  Fo r  you ,  a l l  p re ced ing  na t i on s ,  a ge s ,  
and generations, with al l  their mightiest men, and their  
g rea te s t  d i s cover ie s ,  event s ,  invent ions ,  and  exp lo i t s ,  
h ave  ex i s t ed .  Wha teve r  va lou r  h a s  won ,  s c i ence  ex- 
p lored ,  a r t  cont r ived ,  l abour  achieved,  su f fe r ing  pur- 
cha sed ,  ha s  come down to  you.  For  you,  heroes  have  
bled in the f ie ld,  mar tyr s  suf fered on the scaf fold or at  
the s take,  phi losopher s  s tudied in the c loset ,  monarchs  
r e i g n e d  o n  t h e  t h ro n e ,  s t a t e s m e n  l e g i s l a t e d  i n  t h e  
senate,  and t rave l le r s  c ros sed the deser t  or  the  ocean.  
A l l  t h e  l i gh t  and  expe r i ence  o f  ne a r l y  s i x  t hou s and 
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year s  concentra te  in your hi s tor y.  You receive the fu l l  
bene f i t  o f  the  a r t  o f  p r in t ing ,  the  rev iva l  o f  l e t t e r s ,  
t h e  Re fo r ma t i on  o f  t h e  s i x t e en t h  c en t u r y,  a nd  t h e  
E n g l i s h  R evo l u t i o n  o f  t h e  s e ve n t e e n t h .  Fo r  yo u ,  
Amer ica has been disclosed in its secret solitude between  
the  two  g re a t  ocean s .  Fo r  you ,  the  Br i t i s h  sway  ha s  
b e en  e s t a b l i s h ed  i n  A s i a  a nd  A f r i c a .  Fo r  you ,  c iv i l  
a nd  re l i g i ou s  l i b e r t y  h a s  b e en  ma t u re d  i n  i t s  mo s t  
unrestr icted form. For you, Bible Societ ies ,  Miss ionary  
Societ ies ,  Tract Societ ies ,  and al l  the other inst i tut ions  
o f  Chr i s t i an  benevo lence,  have  been  e s t ab l i shed  and  
made  re ady  t o  you r  h and s .  A l l  n a t i on s ,  a l l  a g e s ,  a l l  
genera t ions  have l aboured,  and you have entered in to  
t h e i r  l a b o u r s .  Yo u  s t a n d  s u r ro u n d e d  w i t h  a l l  t h e  
spoi l s  of  t ime, the weal th of  nat ions,  the achievements  
o f  humani ty,  and  the  g i f t s  o f  Prov idence.  And I  now  
ask, ‘What manner of men ought you to be?’

So  much for  the  pa s t  and the  pre sent ,  and then the  
f u tu re.  Wha t  a  f u tu re !  Which  o f  t he  s e a l s  i s  b re ak - 
i ng  f o r  t he  nex t  c en tu r y.  A l l  men  a re  f i x ing  an  eye  
o f  inqui s i t ive  cur ios i ty  and anxious  expecta t ion upon  
the unfold ing of  the scro l l  which conta ins  the hi s tor y  
o f  t h e  nex t  c en tu r y.  Wha t  may  we  no t  expec t  f rom  
and for humanity within that per iod! What may not be  
hoped for from science, the ar ts ,  learning, and relig ion!  
All, al l , under God, depends upon you and your coevals.  
In to your  hands ,  a s  the  next  genera t ion tha t  i s  to  be,  
must come the dest inies of futur ity.  You, and other s of  
your age, must cause the wheels of the world’s  prog ress  
to rol l  backward or forward. You, you are to determine  
the  charac ter  o f  the  next  age,  for  you a re  to  for m i t .  
Look over the world’s intel lectual and moral condition,  
i t s  c iv i l i s a t ion and evange l i s a t ion ;  look over  the  c iv i l 
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and rel ig ious interests  of your country, i t s  government,  
i ts  laws, its  l iber ties, i ts  institutions; look over the state  
and  ex ten t  o f  the  church  o f  Chr i s t ,  the  wor ld ’s  i l lu- 
minator and regenerator ; and recollect that al l  these in- 
terests are soon to be in your hands. You cannot escape  
from this trust,  and the responsibil i ty which it involves.  
Providence has f ixed it upon you, and you cannot throw  
i t  o f f .  Fo r  t h e  m a n n e r  i n  w h i c h  yo u  s u s t a i n  t h e s e  
interes t s  you are  accountable  not  only to futur i ty,  but  
a t  the  bar  o f  God.  ‘You must  ex i s t ,  you must  ex i s t  in  
the midst of society, burdened with the weighty respon- 
sibility that g rows out of the relations you sustain to the  
l iv ing be ings  a round you,  and to  the  genera t ions  tha t  
a re  coming  a f t e r  you ;  and  you  mus t  t ake  the  e t e r na l  
consequences of l iving and acting in these deeply inter- 
esting circumstances.’

Yo u n g  m e n ,  i s  t h e r e  n o t h i n g  h e r e  t h a t  d e s e r ve s  
a n d  d e m a n d s  r e f l e c t i o n ?  Pe r h a p s  yo u  h ave  n e ve r  
thought of  i t  a s  you should:  have never ser ious ly con- 
sidered the obligations imposed by the peculiar features  
o f  the  age :  and  have  never  revo lved  the  f ac t  tha t  the  
value, impor tance, and accountabi l i ty of human l i fe are  
to be measured, not by a f ixed, but a var iable scale, and  
tha t  they  r i se  and f a l l  accord ing  to  c i rcumstances .  In  
innumerable cases, one man can now do in the common  
a r t s  and manuf ac tures ,  what  ten or  twenty men could  
not  do a  centur y  ago;  and th i s  i s  a s  t r ue  in  regard  to  
the operations of benevolence, as it  is  to those of trade,  
and  thu s  the  va lue  o f  ex i s t ence,  and  the  impor t ance  
of  indiv idua l  exi s tence,  are  f ar  g reater  than they once  
we re .  A  man  i s  a  man  a t  a l l  t ime s ,  bu t  h e  i s  mo re  
of a man as regards power and achievement at one t ime  
than another.  In  such a  day  a s  th i s ,  then,  not  on ly  a s 



342 works of john angell james volume v 

re l a ted  to  the  pa s t  but  to  the  fu ture,  I  aga in  a sk ,  and  
with al l  possible emphasis ,  ‘What manner of men ought  
yo u  t o  b e ? ’ I  wa n t  yo u  t o  b e  wo r t hy  o f  w h a t  t h e  
past has done for you, of what the present confer s upon  
you,  and o f  what  the  fu ture  wi l l  demand f rom you.  I  
am so l ic i tous  tha t  you should not  prove ung ra te fu l  to  
the  one,  or  unf a i th fu l  to  the other.  I  t remble  le s t  the  
cur rent of improvement which has f lowed so strongly to  
you, should f low languidly f rom you. I  press  again and  
again that question, What manner of men ought you to  
b e ?  Ye s ;  a n d  I  a d d  t o  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  t h e  a p o s t l e ’s  
words ,  ‘ ina l l  manner  o f  ho ly  conver s a t ion  and god l i - 
nes s ’ .  For  th i s ,  and th i s  on ly,  can prepare  and f i t  you  
to become blessings in the highest sense of the term, to  
the age in which you l ive,  or to those which fol low. It  
i s  th i s  you need for  your se lves ,  above a l l  a r t s  and sc i- 
ences .  Rel ig ion has  done more to exal t  human nature,  
and does exalt i t  more wherever it  i s  possessed, than al l  
other endowments  combined. I t  i s  the noblest  e lement  
of mental  and moral  g rowth, both in heaven and ear th.  
Indeed,  no man can be t r u ly  g rea t ,  unle s s  h i s  mind i s  
en l a r ged  and  h i s  hea r t  pu r i f i ed  by  i t s  s a c red  power.  
Thi s  was  the g race  and g lor y of  our  f i r s t  f a ther  when  
he came glowing in moral  beauty from the hand of  his  
C re a t o r .  I t  g ave  e l eva t i on  a nd  g r a nd eu r  o f  s ou l  t o  
prophet s  and apos t le s ;  s acred heroi sm to mar tyr s ;  and  
in modern days it placed high in the scale of being such  
men  a s  Newton ,  M i l t on ,  Boy l e ,  Locke,  a nd  Pa s c a l .  
And whi le  i t  i s  your  own h ighes t  d ign i ty  and r i che s t  
h a pp i n e s s ,  i t  w i l l  p rove  you r  m i gh t i e s t  i n s t r u me n t  
o f  powe r  f o r  t h e  we l l - b e i ng  o f  o t h e r s .  Tha t  wh i ch  
makes  yon Chr i s t i an s ,  i s  tha t  which  would  make  you  
phi l anthropi s t s .  Do you wi sh  to  benef i t  and ble s s  the 
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wor ld  in  the most  extens ive  and most  l a s t ing manner,  
a im a t  i t s  sub juga t ion  to  the  power  o f  re l i g ion .  The  
world is to be conver ted to Chr ist, the beauties of holi- 
ness are to cover every reg ion, and the song of salvation  
i s  to f loat  on ever y breeze.  I t  i s  not  sc ience that  i s  to  
hush the  deepes t  g roans  o f  c rea t ion,  nor  the  a r t s  tha t  
are to wipe away the bi t teres t  tear s  of  humanity;  these  
t r iumphs  a re  re s e r ved  fo r  re l i g ion .  Many  an  humble  
fo l lower  o f  the  Lamb who has  paced the  wa lks  o f  the  
Cr y s t a l  Pa l a ce,  and  su r veyed  wi th  bu t  pa r t i a l  know- 
ledge,  i t s  teeming wonder s  and indescr ibable beaut ies ,  
sha l l  do more to bles s  h i s  spec ies  in  the way of  d i rect  
moral and relig ious benef it ,  than any of the skil ful ar ti- 
f icer s  whose productions attracted the eyes and excited  
t he  admi r a t i on  o f  g a z ing  m i l l i on s .  One  human  sou l  
pos se s se s  a  va lue compared wi th which the unr iva l led  
g lo r i e s  o f  t h a t  wonde r fu l  co l l e c t i on  a re  bu t  a  t h ing  
of nought: the loss of one such soul would be an inf ini- 
tely g reater calamity than the destruction of that whole  
bui lding and a l l  i t s  contents  by f i re:  while i t s  sa lvat ion  
would be to him who obtains i t  a  g reater treasure than  
his  possess ion of a l l  that  weal th of  nat ions,  and to him  
who achieves it a g reater honour in the world of spir its,  
than to have contr ived that palace, and to have crowded  
i t  wi th  i t s  match le s s  and innumerable  wonder s .  What  
a motive to seek our own salvation f ir st of al l ,  and then  
to obey our high and noble cal l ing to seek the salvation  
o f  our  f e l l ow-men .  Ri s e,  my  young  f r i end s ,  to  your  
high, your holy, and your benef icent calling, live for the  
present  age,  and send forward an inf luence through a l l  
fu ture  age s .  L ive  fo r  g lo r y,  honour,  and  immor ta l i t y,  
and le t  noth ing s a t i s fy  you,  e i ther  for  your se l f  or  for  
others, but that which is eternal.
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CHAPTER 12

EARLY DEATH, OR THE REVIEW OF LIFE IN OLD AGE

One dieth in his ful l  s t rength, being whol ly at ease, and  
quiet. Job 21:22.

Now when he came nigh unto the gate of the ci ty, behold,  
t h e r e  wa s  a  d ead  man c a r r i ed  ou t ,  t h e  on ly  s on  o f  h i s  
mother, and she was a widow. Luke 7:12.

We s p end  ou r  ye a r s  a s  a  t a l e  t h a t  i s  t o l d .  Th e  d ay s  
o f  o u r  ye a r s  a r e  t h r e e - s c o r e  ye a r s  a nd  t e n :  and  i f  by  
r e a s o n  o f  s t r e n g t h  t h e y  b e  f o u r - s c o r e  y e a r s,  y e t  i s  
t h e i r  s t r e n g t h  l a b o u r  a n d  s o r r ow :  f o r  i t  i s  s o o n  c u t  
off and we fly away. Psalm 90:10.

You remember,  pe rhap s ,  the  inc iden t  recorded  o f  
Xerxes, the Persian monarch, that when revieving the  

mighty host ,  with which he was then invading Greece,  
and which numbered more than two millions of men, he  
bur s t  into tear s  upon the re f lec t ion that  when f ar  le s s  
than a century had passed, not an individual of al l  those  
mu l t i tude s  wou ld  rema in  a l ive.  P i t y  tha t  he  had  no t  
thought how many myr iads of them his mad ambition was  
hur rying to the g rave by the devastat ions of  war!  With  
like pensive, but more practical feelings, let us look over  
the population of our globe, and consider that, according  
to  the  average  te r m of  human l i f e,  near ly  a  thousand  
millions of immortal beings pass from our world to their 
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eter na l  doom ever y  th i r ty  year s .  What  a  conqueror  i s  
dea th !  What  an  ev i l  i s  s in ,  which i s  the  cause  o f  th i s  
m o r t a l i t y !  W h a t  a  wo r l d  i s  t h a t  b eyo n d  t h e  g r ave ,  
where a l l  these  count les s  mi l l ions  a s semble !  And what  
a  be ing  i s  God ,  who  i s  the  Au thor  o f  the i r  s epa r a t e  
existence, pursues each one through his whole individual  
hi s tor y,  and wi l l  not  suf fer  one to be le f t  forgotten in  
the g rave, overlooked in the judgement, or left without  
his just and appropr iate doom in the retr ibution of eter- 
n i t y !  Are  you  in  wan t  o f  sub j ec t s  f o r  re f l e c t ion  and  
u s e f u l  m o r a l i s i n g ?  W h a t  t h e m e s  a r e  t h e s e !  M a n  i s  
born to die:  death i s  ever doing i t s  work;  and the t ide  
of mortality is ever setting in upon the shore of eternity,  
bear ing  wi th  i t  a l l  tha t  be long to  the  human spec ie s .  
In looking at the race of Adam only in this aspect of it ,  
in seeing one generation fol low another to the g rave in  
endless succession, l ike the var ious vegetable and animal  
tr ibes, we are ready to ask the question of the Psalmist,  
‘ W h e re f o r e  h a s t  t h o u  m a d e  a l l  m e n  i n  va i n ? ’ A n d  
truly if  there were no other state of existence than this,  
there  would  be  rea son in  the  inqui r y ;  for,  apar t  f rom  
immor ta l i ty,  l i fe  i s  a  dream, and man a  shadow. Com- 
par ing the nobleness of his f acult ies,  with the shor tness  
and uncer ta inty  of  h i s  l i fe,  and the vani ty  of  h i s  pur- 
s u i t s ,  h e  wou ld ,  i f  t h i s  wo r l d  on l y  we re  t h e  s phe re  
o f  h i s  ex i s t ence,  s e em to  c a s t  a  re f l e c t i on  upon  the  
wisdom of his  Creator,  who had invested him with the  
power s  o f  an  ange l ,  and  yea r n ing s  a f t e r  immor t a l i t y,  
mere ly  to  mind  ea r th ly  th ing s .  Bu t  w i th  the  e t e r na l  
world thrown open to our view, and its state of rewards  
and punishments disclosed to our f aith, how momentous  
a re  t h a t  t e r m  and  cond i t i on  o f  ex i s t ence  wh i ch  a re  
g ranted  us  here  a s  a  d i sc ip l ine  and proba t ion for  im-
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mor ta l i ty !  With  f a r  o ther  f ee l ing s  than those  o f  con- 
tempt or  compla int ,  I  now echo the inquir y,  ‘What  i s  
you r  l i f e ? ’ Dea th  i s  an  a gen t  t h a t  wo rk s  by  no  r u l e  
o r  o rd e r  w i t h  wh i ch  we  a re  a cqu a i n t ed ;  s ome t ime s  
p a s s i n g  by  t h e  a g ed  t o  t a ke  t h e  young :  l e av i ng  t h e  
s i ck ly  to  se ize  upon the  hea l thy :  removing the  use fu l  
a n d  s p a r i n g  t h e  wo r t h l e s s .  T h i s  b r i n g s  m e  t o  t h e  
s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  p re s e n t  c h ap t e r ,  E a r l y  De a t h  o r  t h e  
Review of Life in Old Age.

L e t  u s  c o n s i d e r  t h e  f i r s t  a l t e r n a t i ve .  T h e  yo u n g  
man may  d ie.  Indeed  the  f ac t  recorded  in  the  tex t  i s  
o f t en  repe a t ed .  I t  i s  i n  t h e  o rde r  o f  n a t u re  f o r  t h e  
aged to die, and for the young to l ive: but this  order i s  
not always observed. More deviations from it take place  
in the human race than in any other tr ibe of creatures .  
B u t  f ew  o f  t h e  yo u n g  o f  t h e  i n f e r i o r  a n i m a l s  d i e  
o f  d i s e a s e,  compa red  w i th  tho s e  o f  t he  human  r a ce.  
Li fe  seems to be precar ious in propor t ion to i t s  va lue.  
What  mul t i tudes  o f  young people  d ie  annua l ly  in  th i s  
count r y  o f  consumpt ion ,  tha t  bane  o f  Eng l i sh  youth !  
I t  i s  mour nfu l  to  me to  reco l lec t  how many beaut i fu l  
f l ower s  I  h ave  s een  thu s  cu t  down in  sp r ing .  I  h ave  
dur ing my ministry followed to the g rave young persons  
in suff icient numbers, were they al l  s t i l l  l iving, to form  
a  cong rega t i on  o f  no  incon s i de r ab l e  s i z e.  And  wha t  
ha s  been ,  s t i l l  i s ,  and  eve r  wi l l  be,  in  re spec t  o f  the  
mor ta l i ty  o f  youth .  There  i s  a lways  something a f fec t- 
i n g  i n  t h e  d e a t h  o f  a  young  man .  I n  s ome  c a s e s  i t  
re a l i s e s  the  s cene  de sc r ibed  by  the  evange l i s t  in  one  
of  the texts  at  the head of this  chapter,  ‘Now when he  
came nigh to the gate  of  th i s  c i ty,  behold there  was  a  
dead man car r ied out ,  the only son of  hi s  mother,  and  
she  was  a  widow’ .  Her  on ly  comfor t  i s  removed,  and 
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the last l ight of her tabernacle is put out; her one tie to  
l i f e  i s  cu t ,  and  she  f ee l s  l e f t  a lone  upon a  b l e ak  and  
deso la te  shore.  In  other  ca se s  i t  i s  the  son of  wea l thy  
parents, whose br ightest prospects hung suspended upon  
that one precious l i fe,  the ter minat ion of which causes  
them to  repea t  in  so r row,  no t  pe rhap s  unmixed  wi th  
compla int ,  the  words  o f  Job,  ‘He des t royeth the  hope  
o f  man’ .  In  o ther  in s t ances  i t  i s  the  dea th  o f  a  youth  
of  g reat  promise;  he had f inished his  educat ion, served  
h i s  app ren t i ce sh ip,  and  wi th  t a l en t s  tha t  exc i t ed  the  
l ive l i e s t  hope s  o f  succe s s ,  and  w i th  v i r tue s  th a t  h ad  
already ensured admiration, was just about to step upon  
t h e  s t a g e  o f  a c t ive  l i f e .  He  h ad  f o r med ,  p e rh ap s ,  a  
connect ion of  chas te and tender love with one wor thy  
of  him, and with whom he expected soon to share the  
cup  o f  connub i a l  h app ine s s ;  and  then ,  when  a l l  wa s  
smi l ing around him, and he was  re tur ning so joyous ly  
i t s  sm i l e s ,  h e  i s  sm i t t en  down  by  de a th .  Oh ,  t o  s e e  
tha t  noble  f lower,  when nea r ly  fu l l -b lown,  d roop  i t s  
head upon i t s  s t a lk ,  wi ther,  and d ie !  How many tear s  
are shed, how many hopes are disappointed, how many  
so r rowfu l  vo i c e s  exc l a im ,  ‘Wha t  wou ld  he  no t  h ave  
b e e n  h a d  h e  l i ve d ! ’ W h e n  t h e  a g e d  m a n ,  w h o  h a s  
l ived  out  h i s  t e r m,  exp i re s ,  we a re  not  sur pr i sed ;  we  
e xp e c t e d  i t ,  a nd  we re  p re p a re d  f o r  i t .  B u t  f o r  t h e  
young to die, for whom no fear s nor dread anticipations  
were cher ished, str ikes us, not only with gr ief , but with  
astonishment.

I will now put two cases before you.
I .  That  of  the young man who dies  a  t rue Chr i s t ian.  

H e  h a s  r e m e m b e re d  h i s  C re a t o r  i n  t h e  d ay s  o f  h i s  
youth,  repented of  s in,  bel ieved in Chr is t ,  l ived in the  
fear of God. He has not forgotten or neglected relig ion. 
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This was his  mode of l i fe,  when death came upon him.  
For  the  k ing o f  te r ror s  pays  no more  re spect  to  p ie ty  
than to  t a lent .  Many a  br ight  blo s som of  the  church ,  
a s  wel l  a s  o f  the wor ld ,  i s  n ipped of f  by h i s  re lent le s s  
hand.  The Chr i s t ian youth has  of ten been removed,  as  
well as the ir relig ious one. In such a case, when he found  
he must die, he felt ser ious, solemn, and at f irst somewhat  
sor rowful, on looking round on all he was par ting from,  
on see ing the  mi s t s  o f  the  dark  va l l ey  r i s ing  over  the  
landscape which he had been accustomed to survey with  
so  much  de l i gh t ,  and  on  wi tne s s ing  a l l  h i s  p ro spec t s  
s udden ly  f ad ing  be fo re  h i s  eye s .  Bu t  when  h i s  f a i t h  
c ame  to  h i s  re l i e f ,  b r i ng ing  w i th  i t  t he  ‘ eve r l a s t i ng  
consola t ion’ o f  the Gospe l ,  and ‘a  good hope through  
g r a ce,  a  hope  fu l l  o f  immor t a l i t y ’ ,  he  re cove red  h i s  
t ranqui l l i ty,  and in the prospect  of  that  g lor y,  honour,  
and eternal l i fe,  to which he bel ieved he was going, he  
could then serenely look ‘On a l l  he ’s  leaving,  now no  
l o n g e r  h i s .’ We  a r e  r e a d y  t o  s a y,  w h a t  h o p e s  a r e  
bur ied  in  h i s  tomb,  what  expecta t ions  o f  h imse l f ,  h i s  
parents ,  and hi s  f r iends !  He was  per mit ted to see,  and  
even  to  touch ,  many  th ing s  th a t  were  a t t r a c t ive  and  
al lur ing, but to g rasp nothing. He was conducted to an  
eminence whence he could survey a beaut i ful  prospect  
a s  h i s  s eeming ly  de s t ined  pos se s s ion ,  and then c lo sed  
hi s  eyes  in death.  He had but  a  f ragment of  exi s tence,  
and what  made i t  a l l  the more mour nful  was ,  that  the  
fragment indicated how precious the whole would have  
b e en ,  h ad  i t  b e en  s p a red .  D i d  h e  no t  l i ve  i n  va i n ?  
No,  he  d id  not  l ive  in  va in .  He answered the  h ighes t  
end of existence, as  cer tainly as  i f  he had l ived out the  
threescore  year s  and ten ,  or  four score  year s ,  o f  man’s  
e x i s t e n c e ;  a s  i f  h e  h a d  e n t e r e d  u p o n  bu s i n e s s  a n d 
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succeeded  in  ob t a in ing  wea l th ;  a s  i f  he  had  mar r i ed  
a nd  h ad  r a i s e d  a  nume rou s  a nd  re s p e c t a b l e  f am i l y ;  
a s  i f  he  had  ob t a ined  r ank ,  s t a t ion ,  and  in f luence  in  
s o c i e t y,  o r  r e n ow n .  F o r  w h a t  i s  t h e  h i g h e s t  e n d  
o f  human  l i f e ?  The  s a l va t i on  o f  t h e  immor t a l  s ou l ,  
a preparat ion and a por t ion for eternity,  a meetness for  
heaven .  Man ’s  ch ie f  end  i s  to  g lo r i f y  God and  en joy  
him for  ever.  Now, the t ru ly  p ious  per son has  accom- 
pl i shed thi s  end,  has  secured thi s  object  as  complete ly,  
though he d ie  a t  the age of  twenty,  a s  i f  he  had l ived  
t o  t h a t  o f  s even t y.  He  s ay s  on  h i s  d e a th -bed ,  ‘Tr ue  
there  a re  some th ings  I  could  have wi shed to  l ive  for  
and  I  f ee l  tha t  in  not  be ing  per mi t ted  to  remain  and  
accomplish them, I am g iving up some of the secondary  
and infer ior  ends  of  exi s tence,  but  I  have fu l f i l led the  
one  g rea t  end  o f  l i f e.  I  have  ob t a ined  the  one  th ing  
needfu l ,  even the sa lva t ion of  my soul .  I  have accom- 
plished the loftiest and most benevolent purpose of God  
in  s end ing  me  upon  e a r th .  I  h ave  no t  l ived  in  va in .  
He  who i s  made  fo r  immor ta l i t y,  and  ha s  eve r l a s t ing  
age s  o f  pure  de l igh t  be fore  h im,  need  not  reg re t  the  
lo s s  o f  a  few year s  o f  p lea sure  mixed wi th  pa in .  I  am  
upon the  th re sho ld  o f  e te r n i ty,  and  have  a t t ended  to  
t h a t  wh i ch  w i l l  p repa re  me  fo r  an  e t e r n i t y  o f  b l i s s .  
I  am d i s appo in ted  in  the  hope  o f  some l i t t l e  th ing s ,  
but I  am not di sappointed in the pur sui t  of  f ar  g reater  
ones ,  and in  the  e ter na l  f r u i t ion sha l l  forge t  the  mo- 
menta r y  pa in .  I  am pa r t ing  f rom f r i ends  dea r  a s  l i f e,  
bu t  I  am  go ing  t o  o the r s  s t i l l  d e a re r.  I  am  t u r n i ng  
away from br ight prospects,  but inf initely br ighter ones  
a r e  op en i n g  upon  my  v i ew.  I  am  go i n g  away  e a r l y  
f rom ea r th ,  but  am go ing  a s  ea r ly  to  heaven :  and  my  
e x i s t e n c e  i n  t h e  f o r me r  i s  s ho r t e n e d  o n l y  t h a t  my 
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e x i s t e n c e  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  may  b e  e x t ended .  The  con - 
nections whom I am leaving pity me for my early death;  
t h e  a n g e l s  i n  Pa r a d i s e  c ong r a t u l a t e  me  on  s o  s oon  
qui t t ing a  va le  o f  tear s ,  and so  ear ly  re t i r ing f rom a l l  
t h e  t r i a l s ,  t e m p t a t i o n s ,  a n d  d a n g e r s  o f  t h i s  s c e n e  
o f  con f l i c t .  I  am now wi th in  s i gh t  o f  g lo r y,  and  am  
a l l  but absolute ly cer ta in of  being sa fe ly brought to i t .  
Who  c an  t e l l  bu t  I  am  t aken  home  to  e s c ape  pe r i l s  
wh i ch  m i gh t  h ave  b e en  t oo  g re a t  f o r  my  s t r e ng t h .  
I  the re fo re  d i e  wi thout  mur mur ing ,  and  depa r t  wi th  
cheer fu l  submiss ion,  though I  d ie  in youth,  s ince i t  i s  
to  be  wi th  Chr i s t ,  which i s  f a r  be t te r.’ Happy youth !  
Yes,  happy, to have thy warf are thus ear ly and success- 
f u l l y  a c comp l i s h ed ,  t o  w in  t h e  v i c t o r y  a t  t h e  ve r y  
c ommenc emen t  o f  t h e  b a t t l e !  S o  s o o n  t o  g a i n  a n d  
wear the crown!*

II .  But  I  mus t  now tur n to  a  c l a s s  o f  young per sons  
t h e  r e ve r s e  o f  a l l  t h i s :  I  m e a n  t h o s e  w h o  d i e  i n  
you th ,  bu t  d i e  w i thou t  re l i g ion .  A l a s !  a l a s !  wha t  an  
i d e a !  H ow  s a d ,  h ow  m o u r n f u l ,  h ow  aw f u l !  To  d i e  
w i t h o u t  r e l i g i o n !  To  g o  o u t  o f  t h e  wo r l d  w i t h o u t 

* I  w i l l  g i v e  a n  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  b y  a  s c e n e ,  p a r t  o f  w h i c h  I  
wi tne s s ed  myse l f .  One  Lord ’ s -day ,  a f t e r  the  morn ing  s e rv i ce ,  I  wa s  r e- 
ques ted to  v i s i t  a  gent leman who was  a l a rming ly  i l l ,  a t  one of  our  inns ,  
o n  h i s  w a y  t o  S c o t l a n d .  I t  i s  n o t  m y  c u s t o m ,  f o r  w a n t  o f  s t r e n g t h ,  
t o  v i s i t  t h e  s i c k  o n  S a b b a t h - d a y s ,  b u t  t h i s  c a s e  w a s  u r g e n t ,  a n d  I  
w e n t .  I  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  t o  t h e  s i c k  c h a m b e r  o f  a  r e m a r k a b l y  f i n e  
young  man ,  o f  con s i d e r ab l e  wo r l d l y  r e s p e c t ab i l i t y ,  who  wa s  a t t ended  
b y  t w o  a n x i o u s  s i s t e r s  a n d  a  b r o t h e r .  T h e y  w e r e  b e a r i n g  h i m  h o m e  
w i t h  m a n y  a p p r e h e n s i o n s  t h a t  h e  w o u l d  d i e  o n  t h e  r o a d .  M y  
v i s i t  w a s  o n e  o f  s o l e m n  a n d  m o u r n f u l  d e l i g h t ,  f o r  I  f o u n d  h i m  
a  r e a l  C h r i s t i a n ,  e x p e c t i n g  d e a t h  h o u r l y ,  b u t  e x p e c t i n g  i t  i n  t h e  
m o s t  s e r e n e  a n d  h o p e f u l  f r a m e  o f  m i n d ,  a s  h i s  k i n d  d e l i v e r e r  f r o m  
t h e  b u r d e n  o f  t h e  f l e s h .  S i n c e  t h e n  I  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  o n e  o f  h i s  
s o r r o w i n g  s i s t e r s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a c c o u n t  o f  h i s  p e a c e f u l  d i s m i s s a l : 
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comfor t  in  dea th ,  and  wi thou t  hope  beyond  i t !  And  
usual ly those who l ive without rel ig ion, die without i t .  
Dea th-bed  repen t ance s  a re  in  mos t  c a s e s  l i t t l e  to  be  
though t  o f ,  and  l e s s  to  be  depended  upon .  Tr ue  re - 
pentance i s  never too late,  but late repentance i s  rarely  
t r ue.  Re l ig ion  i s  no t  l i ke  the  ac t  o f  a  man who in  a  
shipwreck is  cast  into the sea,  and there in the g reatest  
a lar m, as  a  matter  of  necess i ty,  lays  hold of  and g rasps  
a plank as a means of saving himself from being drowned.  
But ,  on the contrar y,  i t  re sembles  the conduct  o f  one  
who del iberate ly and by choice s teps on board a vesse l  
or a boat, to convey him on some gainful or pleasurable  
voyage. And, therefore, those who live without relig ion,  
I  repea t ,  genera l ly  d ie  wi thout  i t .  Ever yth ing render s  
the  dea th  o f  a  young man who d ie s  wi thout  re l i g ion  
pecu l i a r l y  me l ancho ly.  He  ha s  no  comfo r t  i n  de a th ;  
on  the  cont r a r y.  he  ha s  mos t  me l ancho ly  re f l ec t ions .  
Comfor t  in  dea th  can  come on ly  f rom re l i g ion .  The  
petr ifying process of a stoical philosophy, or of a harden- 
ing inf idelity, may, and sometimes does, so turn a man’s  
hea r t  in to  s tone,  tha t  he  may acqui re  a  s tup id  in sen-

‘ *  *  *  H e  s u f f e r e d  g r e a t l y  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  w e e k s ,  b u t  w a s  e n - 
a b l ed  t o  b e a r  a l l  w i t h  much  p a t i en c e ,  f e e l i n g  i t  c ame  f r om the  h and  
o f  a  l o v i n g  F a t h e r .  H i s  g r o w t h  i n  g r a c e  w a s  v e r y  r a p i d :  h e  s e e m e d  
t o  e n j o y  l a r g e l y  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t .  T h e  L o r d  w a s  
mo s t  g r a c i ou s  i n  t h e  s uppo r t  a nd  comfo r t  h e  vouch s a f e d  t o  h im .  He  
o f t en  s e emed  lo s t  i n  ado r ing  wonde r ,  con t emp l a t i ng  the  amaz ing  l ove  
o f  G o d  i n  C h r i s t  J e s u s .  A l t h o u g h  h e  h a d  m u c h  t o  m a k e  l i f e  t o  b e  
e n j o y ed ,  h e  l e f t  e a r t h  w i t hou t  r e g r e t ;  i n d e ed  h e  s a i d  h e  s hou l d  no t  
l i k e  t o  r e t u r n  a g a i n  t o  t h e  w o r l d ,  e x c e p t  f r o m  o n e  d e s i r e ,  t h a t  h e  
m i g h t  b e  h o n o u r e d  i n  d o i n g  s o m e t h i n g  f o r  t h e  S a v i o u r .  W h e n  i n  
m u c h  s u f f e r i n g ,  s o m e  h o u r s  b e f o r e  h i s  d e a t h ,  i t  w a s  s a i d  t o  h i m ,  
“ Soon  w i l l  t h i s  b e  ended ,  a nd  t h en ,  h appy ,  h appy  s p i r i t ! ”  h e  f a i n t l y  
r e p l i e d ,  “ H a p p y  e v e n  n o w ” .  A m o n g s t  h i s  l a s t  w o r d s  w e r e ,  “ P e a c e ,  
peace.”’

 Are you, if called to die in youth, prepared to die so happy?
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s i b i l i t y  even  in  de a th ;  bu t  a c tu a l  comfo r t  c an  come  
only from rel ig ion. I t  i s  the hope of immor tal i ty a lone  
which can be as a lamp in the dark valley of the shadow  
o f  dea th ,  and  the  man de s t i tu te  o f  i t ,  pa s se s  th rough  
the  g loomy reg ion,  e i ther  in  per turba t ion and menta l  
agony,  or  in sul len indi f ference.  In thi s  case,  there are  
also the vexation, disappointment, and distress, of g iving  
up  l i f e  s o  e a r l y.  A  f e e l i n g  o f  mo r t i f i c a t i on  s p r i n g s  
up,  ak in  to  th a t  o f  a  pe r son  re l uc t an t l y  c a l l ed  away  
a t  t h e  commencemen t  o f  a  p l e a su r ab l e  s c ene  wh i ch  
he intensely wishes to see completed,  whi le other s  are  
l e f t  beh ind s t i l l  to  en joy  i t  a f t e r  h i s  depar ture.  For  a  
whi le  he  re s i s t s  and re sent s  the  thought  o f  dy ing .  He  
cl ings to l i fe with a tenacity which looks as i f  he could  
not ,  would  not ,  dare  not ,  d ie.  He sends  for  h i s  com- 
panions, who endeavour to cheer him, and persuade him  
he  wi l l  ye t  do  we l l ,  and  he  t a lk s  wi th  them o f  p l an s  
o f  fu ture  en joyment ,  when he  sha l l  recover.  Di sea se,  
however,  prog resses ,  and ext inguishes these hopes:  and  
a t  la s t  comes,  f i r s t  the dreadful  fear,  and then the s t i l l  
more dreadful  cer ta inty,  that  he cannot l ive.  Thoughts  
s u ch  a s  t h e s e  a re  i n  h i s  m ind ,  a l t hough  h e  may  b e  
a f r a i d  t o  g ive  u t t e r ance  t o  t h em i n  l a nguage.  ‘ I t  i s  
rea l ly  a  ver y hard case  to d ie  so young.  Before  I  have  
we l l  t r i ed  wha t  l i f e  i s ,  to  be  thu s  hur r i ed  ou t  o f  i t !  
To have t ie s  so tender,  and only jus t  for med,  severed!  
To  s e e  a l l  my  h o p e s  s o  s o o n ,  a n d  s o  s u d d e n l y  c u t  
o f f ,  a nd  a l l  my  p ro spe c t s  s hu t  up !  To  h ave  t h e  cup  
of pleasure dashed from my l ips ,  just  as  I  had begun to  
s i p  i t ,  a nd  b e f o re  I  h ad  t a ken  one  f u l l  d r augh t !  To  
see other s of my own age in ful l  heal th,  pur suing their  
s cheme s ,  and  l i ke l y  t o  l ive  and  p ro spe r,  wh i l e  I  am  
d y i n g  a n d  g o i n g  d ow n  t o  t h e  g r ave !  H ow  c r u e l  i s 
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inexorable  f a te !  How I  a lmos t  wi sh  I  had  never  been  
bor n!  For what  has  th i s  shor t  l i fe  proved to me,  but  a  
a  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t ?  M y  e x i s t e n c e  h a s  b e e n  r a t h e r  a  
s h a d ow  t h a n  a  s u b s t a n c e ,  a  m o c ke r y  r a t h e r  t h a n  a  
rea l i s a t ion  o f  hope.  I  have  l ived  on ly  fo r  th i s  wor ld ,  
wh ich  I  am now l eav ing  fo r  eve r,  and  have  made  no  
provis ion nor preparation for that on which I am about  
to enter.  I  have neglected my soul  and have forgot ten  
G o d .  I  a m  w re c ke d  a t  t h e  c o m m e n c e m e n t  o f  t h e  
voyage of l i fe,  and shal l  per ish, with al l  that belongs to  
me,  bo t h  a s  a  mo r t a l  a nd  immor t a l  c r e a t u re .’ How  
d i s t re s s ing  to  mee t  dea th  in  such  a  f r ame  a s  th i s ,  so  
c o l d ,  s o  hope l e s s ,  s o  com fo r t l e s s ,  a nd  ch e e r l e s s !  A  
young man dying without re l ig ion i s ,  according to hi s  
own views and ref lections, cut off ,  without having seen  
known o r  en joyed  much  o f  l i f e .  He  ha s  no t  h ad  h i s  
share of  l i fe ’s  business  enjoyments  and possess ions.  His  
v i ews  o f  h i s  c a se  a re  qu i t e  cor rec t .  He  i s  wi thdrawn  
from the gay circ le,  and the scenes of business ,  as  soon  
a s  h e  e n t e r e d  t h e m .  A n d  a s  h e  h a d  l i ve d  w i t h o u t  
rel ig ion, and secured the possess ion of nothing else,  he  
has  l ived in va in.  His  case i s  the ver y oppos i te  of  that  
which  we have  cons ide red  in  the  fo r mer  pa r t  o f  th i s  
chap te r.  He ha s  no t  sought  the  one  g rea t  end  o f  ex- 
i s tence,  the sa lvat ion of  hi s  immor ta l  soul ,  and a l l  the  
s e c o n d a r y  a n d  i n f e r i o r  e n d s  a r e  f a i l i n g  h i m .  T h e  
supreme object s  of  our being,  which God proposed to  
him, he turned away from; and the infer ior ones, which  
he  p ropo sed  to  h imse l f ,  a re  tu r n ing  away  f rom h im.  
He l ived only for this world, and the deity to which he  
con sec r a t ed  h i s  l i f e  ha s  l e f t  h im a lmos t  immed i a t e l y  
a f t e r  t h e  s u r r e n d e r .  H e  h a s  h a d  n o  t i m e  t o  g a i n  
worldly wealth or dist inction, and has wilful ly put away 
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from him the oppor tunity which he once possessed,  to  
lay up treasures in heaven; and there he now l ies ,  with  
a l l  h i s  hopes  o f  t ime a  wreck,  and no hope of  heaven  
and  immor ta l i ty  r i s ing  up  in  the i r  p l ace.  Fo l low h im  
on  to  e t e r n i t y.  No  compen s a t i on  i s  f ound  the re  f o r  
wha t  he  ha s  lo s t  here.  I t  i s  not  in  h i s  ca se  a s  i t  i s  in  
tha t  o f  the  re l ig ious  young man,  whose  ear ly  dea th i s  
so  much taken f rom ear th  to  be  added to  heaven;  for  
he  ha s  no t  sought  heaven ,  and  ha s  no  por t ion  the re.  
H e  h a s  l o s t  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  a n d  e n j oy m e n t  o f  b o t h  
wor lds  a t  once;  hi s  few f leet ing p leasures  on ear th are  
not fol lowed with the ful lness  of  joy which i s  at  God’s  
r ight  hand,  and the p leasures  that  are  for  ever more in  
hi s  presence.  He has  been suddenly hur r ied away from  
t h e  s p r i n g s  o f  e a r t h l y  d e l i g h t ,  a n d  n o  f o u n t a i n  i n  
h e ave n  n o  ‘ r i ve r  o f  wa t e r  o f  l i f e ,  c l e a r  a s  c r y s t a l ,  
p roceed ing  f rom the  t h rone  o f  God  and  the  L amb ’ ,  
comes  in  to  supp ly  the i r  p l a ce.  Ea r th  ro l l s  f rom be- 
nea th  h i s  f ee t ,  and  heaven  s toop s  no t  to  su s t a in  and  
r e c e ive  h i s  s i n k i ng  s p i r i t .  He  r i s e s  no t  t o  g l o r y  a s  
does the young depar ting Chr istian, exulting as he looks  
on the fading scenes of ter restr ial beauty, and exclaiming,  
‘ I  h ave  l o s t  no th i ng ’ .  I t  i s  h i s ,  on  t h e  con t r a r y,  a s  
he  re s i gn s  h i s  s p i r i t ,  mour n fu l l y  t o  con f e s s ,  ‘ I  h ave  
l o s t  eve r y th ing .  I  am ea r l y  d r iven  ou t  o f  e a r th ,  and  
the  por ta l s  o f  heaven open not  to  rece ive  me.’ Nor  i s  
t h i s  a l l ;  f o r  t h e  d e a t h  o f  a n  i r r e l i g i ou s  young  man  
re a che s  t h e  c l imax  o f  i t s  d i s t re s s  and  m i s e r y  i n  t h e  
cons ide ra t ion  tha t  h i s  e a r l y  remova l  i s  so  much t ime  
taken f rom the occupat ions ,  posses s ions ,  and pleasures  
o f  e a r t h ,  t o  be  added  t o  t h e  b i t t e r  p a i n s  o f  e t e r n a l  
death, the inconceivable torments of the bottomless pit.  
To the  re l ig ious  man who d ie s  in  youth ,  whatever  he 
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may par t  f rom,  s t i l l  dea th  i s  ga in .  He ga ins  in f in i te ly  
more than he can lose ;  but  the i r re l ig ious  young man  
not only loses al l  he had, and al l he hoped for on ear th,  
bu t  ga in s  no th ing  in  re tu r n  but  the  lo s s  o f  h i s  sou l ’s  
salvation with it ,  and has in his miserable condition the  
agony  o f  con t r a s t ing  wha t  he  had  l e f t  on  ea r th  wi th  
what  he has  ga ined in the dark wor ld of  he l l .  He wi l l  
not have the poor, wretched, meagre satisf action, if such  
i t  can be  ca l led ,  o f  re f lec t ing tha t  on h i s  way to  per- 
di t ion,  he had his  f i l l  of  ear thly pleasure and business ,  
and, like the r ich man, lived long and fared sumptuously  
every day, before he descended to that place of torment.  
On the contrary, he will have through eternity to reflect  
tha t  he  rece ived nothing in  exchange for  h i s  sou l  but  
the vices and follies of youth, and sacr if iced his immortal  
interests for the pleasures of sin, conf ined, as in his case  
they were, to the br ief  season of his  shor t l i fe.  O! how  
mean, how insignif icant a pr ice this, for which to bar ter  
away  immor t a l  b l i s s !  How f a r  b e l ow  even  t h e  f o l l y  
and impiety of that profane man who sold his bir thr ight  
for one morsel of meat!

The s e  t h i ng s ,  young  men ,  a re  s ubm i t t e d  f o r  you r  
mo s t  s e r i ou s  con s i de r a t i on .  P re sume  no t  upon  l ong  
l i f e .  M i l l i o n s  d i e  i n  yo u t h  eve r y  ye a r .  H ow  k n ow  
yo u  t h a t  yo u  w i l l  n o t  b e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  m i l l i o n s  
o f  t h i s  ye a r ?  Yo u  a r e  i n  ro bu s t  h e a l t h .  W h a t  s ay s  
t h e  p a t r i a r c h  Job ?  ‘One  d i e t h  i n  h i s  f u l l  s t r e ng t h .’  
A c c i d e n t  m ay  c r u s h  yo u  i n  a  m o m e n t .  F eve r  m ay  
seize you, and, after a few days’ delir ium, dur ing which  
no place may be found for repentance, may send you to  
t h e  b a r  o f  God .  O r  t h e  s e e d s  o f  c on s ump t i on  may  
a l ready be sown and ger minat ing in your f rame. Death  
may  have  se l ec ted  you fo r  h i s  v i c t im;  the  a r row may 
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be  f i t t ed  to  the  s t r i ng ,  the  a im t aken ,  and  the  sha f t  
about  to  f ly  to  the  mark .  Should  you d ie  a s  you now  
a re,  w i l l  you r s  b e  t he  de a th  o f  t h e  re l i g i ou s  o r  t he  
i r r e l i g i o u s  yo u n g  m a n ?  W h i c h ?  L e t  t h a t  q u e s t i o n  
sink deeply into your heart.

S t i l l ,  i t  mus t  be  conceded to  you tha t  you may l ive  
to old age: and I will now take up the other alternative,  
and suppose  tha t  th i s  pr iv i lege,  i f  pr iv i lege  i t  may be  
ca l l ed ,  wi l l  be  g ranted to  you.  I  wi l l  imag ine  tha t  by  
the ordination of Providence you will number threescore  
year s  and ten ,  or  four score  year s .  You wi l l  then have  
t o  rev i ew  l i f e .  Memor y  w i l l  n a tu r a l l y  reve r t  t o  t h e  
pas t .  Who ar r ives  a t  the top of  a  h i l l  wi thout  tur ning  
t o  l o o k  b a c k ?  W h o  e n d s  a  l o n g  j o u r n ey  w i t h o u t  
re con s i d e r i ng  i t s  i n c i d en t s ?  And  who  come s  t o  o l d  
a g e  w i t h o u t  s o m e  t h o u g h t s  o f  t h e  ye a r s  t h a t  h ave  
e l ap sed ,  and the  scenes  tha t  have  in te r vened be tween  
in f ancy  and  sen i l i t y ?  Memor y  cannot  be  inopera t ive,  
un l e s s ,  indeed ,  i t  ha s  a l toge the r  pe r i shed  amid s t  the  
wreck of the faculties which old age sometimes produces.  
I t  w i l l  l ook  back ,  i t  mus t .  Wha t  k ind  o f  an  o ld  age  
wou ld  you  l ike  to  have?  How,  and  wi th  wha t  re f l ec- 
t ions  and remini scences ,  would you wish to spend the  
c l o s e  o f  l i f e ?  Wou ld  you  h ave  i t  b r i gh t  and  s e rene,  
wi th p lea sant  and peace fu l  reco l lec t ions ,  and ‘ca lm as  
summer  even ing s  be ’ ;  o r  rende red  c loudy,  da rk ,  and  
s t o r my,  by  a  p a in fu l  re t ro spec t  and  a  t roub l ed  con- 
s c i ence ?  I  am  awa re  t h a t  t h e re  a re  s ome  pe r son s  s o  
litt le g iven to reflection, others so stupif ied by the para- 
lys ing inf luence of old age, and some so ful ly occupied  
to the las t  with the pur suit s  and cares of  this  world,  as  
t o  go  ou t  o f  l i f e ,  even  a t  i t s  mos t  advanced  pe r iod ,  
without ser ious considerat ion of  e i ther the past  or the 
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f u t u re .  Bu t  wh a t  a  me l a n cho l y  s p e c t a c l e  i s  a n  u n - 
ref lect ing old man, a human being coming to the close  
o f  a  long ear th ly  ex i s tence,  and ye t  not  looking back  
with the quest ion,  ‘How have I  l ived,  and what have I  
done with a l l  those year s  which my Creator  has  g iven  
t o  me ? ’ Su ch  c a s e s ,  howeve r,  on e  wou l d  hope,  a r e  
comparatively few.

The retrospect  of  l i fe  i s  in every view of  i t  a  so lemn  
a f f a i r ;  indeed,  the most  so lemn except  the account  to  
be rendered at  the judgement-day. Each por t ion of ex- 
i s t e n c e  a s  i t  p a s s e s ,  eve r y  ye a r ,  mon th ,  week ,  d ay,  
d emand s  a  r e t ro s p e c t ive  s u r vey,  w i t h  t h e  que s t i on ,  
‘How h a s  i t  b e en  s p en t ? ’ How much  more  a  who l e  
l i f e !  Man has  but  one l i f e  on ear th ,  and tha t  one can  
neve r  be  re c a l l ed ,  wha t eve r  mi s t ake s  may  have  been  
made.  Oh !  wha t  momen tou s  i n t e re s t s  a re  bound  up  
in that  one l i fe ;  and then i t  must  a l l  be accounted for  
t o  God !  Wha t  an  imp re s s ive  s p e c t a c l e  i s  t h a t  o f  a n  
o ld  man spending  the  even ing  o f  l i f e  in  tur n ing  over  
t h e  l e ave s  o f  h i s  h i s t o r y,  and  re ad ing  t ho s e  re co rd s  
wh ich  a re  to  be  the  g round  o f  h i s  condemna t ion  o r  
acquitta l  at  the bar of God, before which he must soon  
t a ke  h i s  s t a n d !  H ow  s o l e m n  a  p o s i t i o n  i s  i t  t o  b e  
placed where chi ldhood, youth, manhood, and old age,  
with all their good or evil, will pass before, not only the  
memor y,  but  the  judgement  and  the  consc ience,  in  a  
ser ies of dissolving views!

Oh! how much i s  comprehended in the ter m of  only  
one  man ’s  l eng thened  ex i s t ence !  How many,  va r iou s  
and  momentous  ac t s ,  s cene s ,  and  even t s ,  p a s s  be fo re  
the mind of the aged man, in reviewing his  pi lg r image  
on  ea r th .  There  i s  t ime,  w i th  a l l  i t s  s co re s  o f  yea r s ,  
i t s  hund red s  o f  mon th s ,  i t s  t hou s and s  o f  week s ,  i t s 
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my r i a d s  o f  d ay s ,  t o  s ay  no t h i ng  o f  i t s  m inu t e s  a nd  
moment s .  The re  a re  the  end  and  pu r po se  fo r  wh ich  
the whole was g iven.  There are a l l  the means of  g race  
and  the  oppo r tun i t i e s  o f  s a l va t i on  wh i ch  have  been  
g r a n t e d  h i m ;  t h e  B i b l e ,  w i t h  a l l  i t s  d o c t r i n e s  a n d  
duties ,  promises and precepts ,  invitat ions and threaten- 
i ng s ;  t hou s and s  o f  S abba th s  and  s e r mon s  and  s a c r a - 
men t a l  s e a s on s ;  t h e  i n s t r u c t i on s  o f  h i s  p a ren t s ,  t h e  
counsels  of  fr iends,  the ministrat ions of his  pastor,  and  
the  books  he  ha s  re ad ;  the  s t r iv ing s  o f  God ’s  Sp i r i t ,  
and  the  remons t r ance s  o f  h i s  own consc i ence.  There  
a re  a l l  h i s  oppo r tun i t i e s  o f  do ing  good  and  ge t t i ng  
good neg lec ted  or  improved ;  a l l  he  ha s  done,  and a l l  
h e  h a s  no t  done,  wh i ch  he  m igh t  h ave  done.  The re  
are the sins or vir tues of his childhood, youth, manhood,  
a n d  o l d  a g e .  T h e r e  i s  h i s  c o n d u c t  a s  a  t r a d e s m a n  
i n  g e t t i n g  money,  whe t h e r  by  go o d  o r  b a d  me a n s .  
There i s  the manner in which the relat ions of l i fe have  
been di scharged by him, and hi s  behaviour a s  a  son,  a  
b ro the r,  a  hu sband ,  a  f a the r,  a  ma s t e r,  o r  a  s e r van t .  
The re  i s  t h e  u s e  t h a t  h e  h a s  made  o f  p ro s p e r i t y  o r  
adver s i t y.  There  i s  h i s  k indnes s  o r  c r ue l ty  to  o ther s .  
There  i s  the  manner  in  which he  ha s  d i s appointed or  
ful f i l led the expectat ions that  were for med concerning  
h im .  The re  a re  the  re co l l e c t i on s  o f  t he  t empt a t i on s  
which  he  ha s  th rown in  the  way  o f  o ther s ,  o r  which  
h e  h a s  b e en  e xpo s ed  t o  h im s e l f ,  a nd  wh i ch  h e  h a s  
re s i s ted or  y ie lded to.  What  a  l andscape to look over,  
what a road to turn back upon, what a scene to survey,  
w h a t  a  h i s t o r y  t o  r e a d !  H ow  m u c h  o f  a l l  t h i s  i s  
c r ow d e d  i n t o  t h r e e s c o r e  ye a r s  a n d  t e n !  W h a t  a n  
employment  i s  the  rev iew o f  l i f e !  To spend  the  long  
evening of  o ld  age in  conference with our  consc ience 
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over  our  pa s t  ex i s t ence  o f  p roba t ion ,  and  our  fu tu re  
s t a t e  o f  r e t r i b u t i o n !  O h !  t o  s e e  t h e  u n r e p e n t e d ,  
unforg iven s ins  o f  threescore  year s  and ten occupying  
the  lengthened space,  and to  hear  voice s  f rom wi th in  
and  w i t hou t ,  s ay i ng ,  ‘You  h ave  l o s t  you r  l i f e ,  you r  
sou l ,  your  God,  your  a l l ! ’ In  tha t  s i tua t ion there  wi l l  
be  many  th ing s  tha t  wi l l  a l ike  appea r  to  a l l .  A l l  wi l l  
b e  impre s s ed  w i th  the  b rev i t y  o f  l i f e .  A l l  w i l l  e cho  
t he  l anguage  o f  t he  apo s t l e ,  ‘Wha t  i s  ou r  l i f e ?  I t  i s  
even as  a  vapour that  appeareth but  a  l i t t le  whi le,  and  
s t r a i gh tway  van i she th  away.’ A l l  w i l l  l ook  back  upon  
a  cheque red  s c ene  o f  l i gh t  and  s h ade,  t hough  some  
have had more l ight,  and some more shade than other s.  
A l l  wi l l  have  proved,  more  or  l e s s ,  the  uncer ta in  and  
un s a t i s f y i ng  n a tu re  o f  wha t  i s  e a r th l y,  t hough  some  
have made bet ter  use  than other s  o f  the i r  knowledge.  
But  s t i l l  there  i s  a  s t r ange  and melancholy  d i f f e rence  
o f  charac ter  and of  fee l ing wi th which the impres s ive  
survey of life is made.

Cons ide r  the  in f ide l  rev iewing  l i f e :  i f  indeed  the re  
be a man who can per s i s t  in his  creed of  negat ions t i l l  
he  has  reached threescore  year s  and ten .  What  has  he  
to  look  back  upon?  He  ha s  cu t  h imse l f  o f f  f rom the  
p ro spec t  o f  immor t a l i t y,  and  reduced  h imse l f  t o  the  
i d e a  o f  a  me re  e pheme ron ,  wh i ch  h av i n g  f l u t t e re d  
through its  br ief  day, i s  about to s ink into the darkness  
and  the  s l eep  o f  e t e r na l  n igh t ,  in to  no th ing .  Beh ind  
h im in  the  pa s t  i s  mere  an ima l i sm:  be fore  h im in  the  
future i s  annihi la t ion.  He has  l ived without  f a i th ,  and  
i s  dying without hope. He would have no God, and he  
w i l l  h ave  no  he aven .  L i f e  w i t h  h im  h a s  b e en  s p en t  
(O  wha t  a  pu r su i t ! )  i n  p e r s u ad ing  h imse l f ,  a nd  en - 
d e avo u r i n g  t o  p e r s u a d e  o t h e r s  t h a t  m a n  i s  o n l y  a 
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ra t iona l  brute.  He has  wor n out  a  Iong te r m of  year s  
i n  ho s t i l i t y  to  the  B ib l e,  and  in  enmi ty  to  re l i g ion .  
He ha s  ever  been a t  war  wi th  tha t  which other s  have  
counted  the i r  r i che s t  honour  and  the i r  dea re s t  b l i s s .  
H i s  bu s i n e s s  d e l i g h t  a n d  e n d e avo u r  h ave  b e e n  t o  
oppose the Bible,  to dash the cup of  consola t ion f rom  
the l ip s  o f  the  mour ner,  to  rob the widow of  her  l a s t  
po s s e s s i on ,  t o  t a ke  f rom you th  i t s  s a f e s t  gu i de,  and  
f rom age  i t s  s t ronge s t  p rop.  Humane  and  bene f i c en t  
p u r p o s e !  M i s e r a b l e  m a n ,  t o  h a ve  g r ow n  g r e y  i n  
a t tempt ing to  put  out  the  l ight  o f  the  mora l  sun,  and  
to  d i e,  a f t e r  a l l ,  i n  de spa i r  o f  th a t  re su l t  be ing  eve r  
accompl i shed;  and to  d ie,  not  wi thout  occas iona l  and  
hor r ible fear s ,  and st i l l  more hor r ible forebodings,  that  
he  ha s  been  f i gh t ing  aga in s t  God .  May  th i s  d re ad fu l  
retrospect never be yours!

Now  con t emp l a t e  t h e  a g ed  man  o f  p l e a s u re .  And  
here the picture sha l l  be drawn from l i fe,  and sha l l  be  
no  imag ina r y  po r t r a i t .  You  sha l l  he a r  the  t e s t imony  
o f  one,  ‘by whom the wor ld ,  wi th i t s  f a sh ions  and i t s  
follies, its pr inciples and its practices, has been proposed  
in  fo r m to  Eng l i shmen,  a s  the  proper  ob jec t  o f  the i r  
a t tent ion and devot ion.  Lord Ches ter f ie ld  has  avowed  
a s  much  wi th  re spec t  to  h imse l f ,  and  by  h i s  wr i t ing  
s a id  in  e f f ec t  to  i t ,  “Save  me,  for  thou a r t  my God”.  
He has tendered his  ass i s tance to act as  pr iest  upon the  
occ a s i on ,  and  conduc t  t he  c e remon i a l .  A t  t he  c l o s e  
of l i fe, however, his God he found was about to for sake  
h im ,  a nd  t h e re f o re  wa s  f o r s a ken  by  h im .  You  s h a l l  
hear some of his  last  sentiments and express ions,  which  
have not  been hi ther to,  so f ar  a s  I  know, duly not iced  
and applied to their use, that of furnishing an antidote,  
(and they fur ni sh a  ver y powerful  one)  to the noxious 
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poisons contained in his volumes. They are well wor thy  
your  s t r i c t e s t  a t t en t ion .  “ I  have  s een ,” s a id  th i s  man  
of the world, “the si l ly rounds of business and pleasure,  
and  have  done  wi th  them a l l .  I  have  en joyed  a l l  the  
pleasures of the world, and consequently know their fu- 
t i l i ty,  and do not  reg re t  the i r  lo s s .  I  appra i se  them a t  
the i r  rea l  va lue,  which i s ,  in  t r uth,  ver y low; whereas  
those who have not exper ienced a lways over rate them.  
They only  see  the i r  gay out s ide,  and are  dazz led wi th  
the i r  g la re :  but  I  have been behind the scenes .  I  have  
seen all the coarse pulleys and dir ty ropes which exhibit  
and  move the  gaudy machine s :  I  have  seen  and sme l t  
the tallow candles which illuminate the whole decoration  
to the as tonishment and admirat ion of  an ignorant au- 
d i ence.  When  I  re f l e c t  back  upon  wha t  I  have  s een ,  
what  I  have heard,  and what I  have done,  I  can hardly  
per suade myself that al l  that fr ivolous hur ry, and bustle,  
and p lea sure  o f  the  wor ld  had  any  rea l i ty ;  but  I  look  
upon al l  that i s  passed as one of those romantic dreams  
which opium commonly occas ions ;  and I  by no means  
des i re  to  repeat  the  nauseous  dose  for  the  sake of  the  
fug i t ive dream. Shal l  I  te l l  you that  I  bear  thi s  melan- 
cho ly  s i tu a t ion  wi th  tha t  mer i to r iou s  con s t ancy  and  
r e s i g n a t i on  wh i ch  mo s t  p eop l e  bo a s t  o f ?  No,  f o r  I  
rea l ly  cannot  he lp i t .  I  bear  i t  because  I  must  bear  i t ,  
whe the r  I  w i l l  o r  no.  I  th ink  o f  no th ing  bu t  k i l l i ng  
t i m e  t h e  b e s t  way  I  c a n ,  n ow  t h a t  h e  h a s  b e c o m e  
mine  enemy.  I t  i s  my  re so lu t ion  to  s l eep  in  the  c a r - 
r i age  du r ing  the  rema inde r  o f  the  jou r ney.” When  a  
Chr i s t i an  pr ie s t  speaks  s l ight ing ly  o f  the  wor ld ,  he  i s  
supposed to.  do so in the way of his  profess ion, and to  
dec r y  th rough  envy  the  p l e a su re s  he  i s  f o rb idden  to  
t a s t e.  But  here,  I  th ink ,  you have  the  te s t imony o f  a 



362 works of john angell james volume v 

wi tnes s  ever y  way competent .  No man ever  knew the  
world bet ter,  or  enjoyed more of  i t s  f avour s ,  than thi s  
n o b l e m a n .  Ye t  yo u  s e e  i n  h ow  p o o r ,  a b j e c t ,  a n d  
wretched a condition, at the time when he most wanted  
he lp  and comfor t ,  the  wor ld  le f t  h im,  and he le f t  the  
wor ld .  The sentences  above c i ted  f rom him,  compose  
in my humble opinion, the most  s t r iking and af fect ing  
sermon upon the vanity of the world, ever yet preached  
to mankind.’* Such was  the confes s ion in hi s  o ld age,  
t o  a  s o n  ( w h o  a f t e r wa rd s  d i e d  by  h i s  ow n  h a n d ) ,  
of Lord Chesterf ield, the oracle of f ashionable l i fe,  and  
n o  m e a n  s t a t e s m a n .  Wo u l d  yo u  s p e n d  t h e  eve n i n g  
of life thus?

You may now tur n to the old age of  the unrecla imed  
p ro d i g a l .  H e  w h o  i n  yo u t h  s e t t l e d  t o  n o  bu s i n e s s ,  
pract i sed no vir tue,  feared not God nor regarded man,  
bu t ,  bu r s t i ng  t h rough  t he  re s t r a i n t s  o f  p a ren t a l  au - 
thor ity,  and trampling under foot the laws of prudence  
and  mora l i t y,  g ave  h imse l f  up  to  the  indu lgence s  o f  
pass ion, and plunged into the depths of  vice.  Such was  
h i s  you th .  Hi s  manhood  wa s  l i t t l e  be t t e r,  i t  h ad  the  
addition of being a constant struggle against the pover ty  
and want,  which were the consequences of his  miscon- 
duct .  The wonder i s  that  he l ived so long;  that  human  
nature could survive what  he had passed through.  The  
w in t r y  s e a s on  h a s  c ome  upon  h im ,  a nd  oh ,  wha t  a  
w in t e r,  how b l e ak  and  de so l a t e !  H i s  c i rcums t ance s ,  
how deplorably necess i tous ;  hi s  mind,  how intolerably  
wretched!  In  some ca se s  the  poor  crea ture  i s  depend- 
ent upon the bounty of fr iends; bounty never bestowed  
but with reluctance, because bestowed upon one so un- 
wor thy,  and  r a ther  f lung  a t  h im in  anger,  than  g iven 

* Bishop Horne’s Sermons.
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wi th  cour te sy  and  k indnes s :  in  o ther  in s t ance s ,  he  i s  
dr iven to the necess i ty of  picking up, by var ious mean  
and discreditable ar ti f ices, a poor and precar ious l iving.  
Des t i tu te  o f  a l l  but  neces sa r ie s ,  and hav ing few com- 
para t ive ly  of  them, hi s  miserable  exi s tence seems pro- 
tracted for no purpose but to show what a wretched old  
age  i s  made  by  v ic ious  youth .  To h im apper t a in s  the  
l anguage  o f  one  o f  Job ’s  f r i end s ,  ‘H i s  bone s  a re  fu l l  
of the s ins of his  youth, which shal l  l ie down with him  
in  the  du s t ’ .  Bu t  h i s  pove r t y  i s  t he  l e a s t  p a r t  o f  h i s  
mi s e r y,  fo r  he  ha s ,  and  c an  have,  no  peace  o f  mind .  
When he ref lects at al l ,  his thoughts prey, l ike vultures,  
upon h i s  peace,  and he  i s  unable  to  dr ive  them away.  
Fo r  h im  the  re t ro spec t  i s  i ndeed  mo s t  p a i n fu l .  L i f e  
with him has been wor se than a blank. On what a dark  
and winding cour se has  he to tur n hi s  a f f r ighted gaze!  
What fo l l ie s  and what  s ins  meet  hi s  eye a t  ever y tur n!  
Childhood, youth, and manhood, are all alike distressing  
in re t rospect .  Not one br ight  or  verdant  spot  present s  
i t se l f  to  h i s  sur vey in  e i ther.  Oh!  tha t  some obl iv ious  
draught  cou ld  dr ive  the  whole  f rom hi s  memor y,  and  
that,  with the recol lections of the past ,  could be extin- 
gui shed the ant ic ipa t ions  o f  the  future.  He i s  a s  l i t t l e  
r e s p e c t e d  by  o t h e r s  a s  h e  re s p e c t s  h im s e l f .  No  eye  
beams upon him with af fect ion, no countenance g reets  
him with a smile, no voice addresses to him the language  
of respect, no hear t yields to him its sympathy, no door  
i s  thrown open to welcome him. He is  an outcast  f rom  
soc ie ty,  a  burden to  h i s  f r i ends  ( i f  he  ha s  any  le f t ) ,  a  
t o r men t  t o  h imse l f ,  and  a  nu i s ance  t o  t he  e a r t h  on  
wh i ch  h e  wa l k s .  He  i s  on e  o f  s i n ’s  mo s t  m i s e r a b l e  
s l ave s ,  one  o f  Sa t an ’s  mos t  deg raded  va s s a l s ,  and  one  
o f  he l l ’s  mos t  f i t t i ng  den i zen s .  Of  a l l  t he  spec t a c l e s 
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upon ear th ,  the  most  melancholy,  there fore,  i s  such a  
w i cked  o ld  man .  Look  a t  i t ,  my  young  f r i end s ,  and  
tremble.

I  next  exhib i t  the  aged wor ld l ing ,  the  man who has  
l ived exclusively for wealth, who has realised his wishes,  
and who spends the evening of his l i fe in thinking upon  
his treasures, and the toil and anxiety it has cost him to  
acqu i re  them.  And wha t  a re  h i s  re f l ec t ion s ?  In  some  
cases, I have no doubt, there is a feeling of g ratif ication  
at  his  success .  He traces his  g radual r i se and prosper ity  
in l i fe  with gleeful  del ight ,  and compares himsel f  with  
o the r  l e s s  happy  adven tu re r s .  Hi s  imag ina t ion  reve l s  
in his  wealth, and he thinks how much he is  leaving to  
h i s  he i r s .  Poor  c rea ture,  and  th i s  i s  a l l !  No g ra t i tude  
to God; no recollection of money got by his blessing, or  
spent for his glory; no testimony of his conscience, that  
h e  h a s  honou red  God  w i t h  h i s  s ub s t a n c e ;  no  p l e a - 
surable reminiscences  of  good done with hi s  proper ty;  
no expectat ion of hear ing God say to him, ‘Well  done,  
good  and  f a i t h fu l  s e r van t ’ .  No,  no th ing  bu t  t he  re - 
flection that he has been what the world calls a fortunate  
man ,  and  ha s  amas s ed  so  many  thousand s  o f  pounds .  
What a  ba ld,  meag re,  and wretched retrospect ,  that  he  
has  scraped together so much money,  and wi l l  be sa id,  
whenever  he  qu i t s  the  wor ld ,  to  have  d ied  r i ch !  But  
t h e re  a re  o the r s  who s e  t hough t s  go  deepe r  t h an  a l l  
thi s ,  and who are not pr iv i leged ( i f  the phrase may be  
used)  wi th  so  much insens ib i l i ty.  Thei r  rev iew of  l i f e  
i s  f a r  more pa inful ,  a s  their  fo l ly  in l iv ing only to get  
money comes  out  to  the i r  v iew.  ‘ I  have been succes s- 
fu l ’ ,  wi l l  such a  one say,  ‘ I  have worked hard,  even as  
I  h ave  l ived  l ong ;  and  h ave  b e en  a  t h r iv i ng  man .  I  
shall  cer tainly leave much behind, but what is it now to 
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me? I  am an old man,  and must  soon be a  dying man.  
I  am not permitted to remain with i t ,  nor can I take i t  
w i t h  me.  The  on l y  p l e a s u re  now  l e f t  me,  i s  t o  s ay  
whose i t  sha l l  be when I  am gone.  I s  i t  for  thi s  I  have  
l i ve d  a n d  l a b o u r e d ?  H ave  I  n o t  b e e n  t o o  bu s y  i n  
g e t t i ng  wea l t h ,  e i t h e r  t o  en joy  i t ,  o r  t o  emp loy  i t ?  
Have I not laid up treasure on ear th, instead of heaven?  
Have  I  no t  been  so  much  t aken  up  fo r  myse l f ,  a s  to  
f o rge t  God  and  my  f e l l ow c re a tu re s ?  Am I  p repa red  
to  g ive  an  a ccoun t  o f  th i s  p rope r ty ?  Have  I  no t  too  
much rea son to  a sk  the  so lemn ques t ion,  “What  sha l l  
i t  prof i t  a  man i f  he gain the whole world and lose his  
own soul,  or what shal l  a  man g ive in exchange for his  
s o u l ?  C a n  I  n o t ,  d o  I  n o t ,  e n t e r  p a i n f u l l y  i n t o  
So lomon’s  exper ience,  when in  d i sgus t  and peni tence  
he  looked  back ,  and  s ee ing  the  s in s ,  the  fo l l i e s ,  and  
pleasures of his  apostacy, exclaimed, Vanity of vanit ies ,  
a l l  i s  van i ty?”’ Would you spend o ld  age  in  indulg ing  
such reflections? Is this the retrospect you would have?

I present one more character looking back upon l i fe’s  
event fu l  jour ney,  and  tha t  i s ,  the  aged  Chr i s t i an .  He  
too rev iews  l i f e,  and wi th  ador ing wonder,  g ra t i tude,  
and  joy.  He  ha s  no  f e a r  o f  the  pa s t ,  no  d read  o f  the  
future.  How calm and how peaceful  are his  ref lect ions!  
How p lea s an t  i s  the  re t ro spec t ,  and  how much  more  
b r i g h t  a nd  g l o r i ou s  t h e  p ro s p e c t !  ‘ B l e s s e d ,’ h e  e x - 
c l a i m s ,  ‘ b e  t h e  G o d  a n d  F a t h e r  o f  o u r  L o rd  J e s u s  
Chr i s t ,  who hath led and guarded me a l l  my l i fe ;  who  
having been the guide of my youth, and the benef actor  
o f  my manhood,  i s  now the  suppor t  o f  my o ld  age.  I  
adore  h im wi th  unut te r able  g r a t i tude,  fo r  ca l l ing  me  
ea r ly,  by  h i s  g race,  to  be  a  pa r t aker  o f  t r ue  re l ig ion ,  
which has been a source of happiness ,  a means of pros-
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a n d  a n  i n s t r u m e n t  o f  u s e f u l n e s s ,  t o  m e ,  t h ro u g h  
a  long and chequered l i f e.  Through Div ine  goodnes s ,  
I  have been kept from vice and fol ly,  and have r i sen to  
r e s p e c t a b i l i t y  a n d  u s e f u l n e s s ;  a n d  I  owe  i t  a l l  t o  
re l ig ion.  I  have cor rupted none by in f ide l  pr inc ip le s ,  
nor seduced any from the path of integ r i ty by immoral  
c o n d u c t ;  b u t  o n  t h e  c o n t r a r y,  w h i l e  I  a m  d e e p l y  
humbled  tha t  I  have  no t  be t t e r  improved  my oppor- 
tunit ies  and my ta lents ,  I  hope I  have done some good  
by  my  ex amp l e ,  my  p rope r t y,  a nd  my  p r aye r s .  L i f e  
w i t h  m e  h a s  n o t  b e e n  a  b l a n k ,  e i t h e r  a s  r e g a r d s  
myse l f  o r  o the r s .  I  know tha t  a s  a  man ,  and  a  s in fu l  
man ,  I  mu s t  re l y  f o r  s a l va t i on  exc lu s ive l y  upon  the  
in f in i te  mer i t  o f  the  Sav iour ;  but  s t i l l  I  re jo ice  to  be  
able  to say,  a s  a  Chr i s t ian man,  “I  have fought  a  good  
f ight ;  I  have f ini shed my cour se;  I  have kept the f a i th.  
Hence fo r th  t he re  i s  l a i d  up  f o r  me  a  c rown  o f  l i f e ,  
which God, the r ighteous judge,  wi l l  bes tow upon me  
in  tha t  day.” Providence has  g iven me a  long l i fe,  and  
g race  has  made i t  a  comfor table,  and I  hope a  use fu l ,  
one :  and  now I  c an  l ay  i t  w i l l i ng l y  down unde r  the  
i n f l u en c e  o f  a  hope  f u l l  o f  immor t a l i t y.’ Vene r a b l e  
s a i n t !  ‘ T hy  h o a r y  h e a d  i s  a  c row n  o f  g l o r y,  b e i n g  
f ound  i n  t h e  way  o f  r i g h t eou sn e s s .’ How  c l oud l e s s  
and majes t ic  i s  thy se t t ing sun.  Recol lect ing thy holy,  
blameless, and useful life, all respect and many love thee.  
The  young  de l i gh t  t o  s how thee  reve rence,  and  the  
aged to manifest esteem.

My young f r i ends ,  which  o f  the se  charac te r s  would  
you be in the evening of  l i fe?  Which kind of  o ld man  
wou ld  you  be?  Wi th  which  c l a s s  o f  the se  re f l ec t ion s  
would you survey l i fe  f rom the extreme verge of  your  
e a r t h l y  ex i s t ence ?  How wou ld  you  l ook  f o rwa rd  t o 
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e te r n i ty  a t  the  c lo se  o f  a  p ro t r ac ted  ex i s t ence?  Wi th  
the  d read  o f  pun i shment  fo r  a l l  the  unpa rdoned  s in s  
o f  three  score  year s  and ten ;  or  wi th  the  ant ic ipa t ion  
of  g racious reward for a l l  the holy act ions of  that  long  
period?

L i f e  i s  be fo re  you  now.  Ask  the  que s t ion  s e r iou s ly,  
so l emn ly,  f requen t l y,  ‘Wha t  i s  my  l i f e ? ’ Soon  i t  w i l l  
be behind you.  Cons ider  i t  wel l ,  i t s  chie f  pur pose,  i t s  
b rev i ty,  i t s  uncer t a in ty ;  the  sma l lne s s  o f  i t s  ava i l ab le  
por t ion  for  any  u se fu l  end ;  i t s  re l a t ive  propor t ion  to  
e t e r n i t y,  a nd  i t s  mo r a l  i n f l u enc e  and  b e a r i n g  upon  
e te r n i ty.  L i f e  i s  p roba t iona r y,  and  the  who le  o f  p ro- 
ba t ion .  A l l  th a t  fo l l ows  be long s  to  re t r i bu t ion .  I t  i s  
the  c au s a l  pe r iod ,  and  the  on ly  pe r iod  o f  c au s a t ion .  
E ve r y t h i n g  b eyo n d  i s  e f f e c t .  I t  i s  t h e  l i t t l e  p i vo t  
o f  e x i s t en c e,  on  wh i ch  t u r n s  t h e  immen s e  and  im- 
m e a s u r a b l e  w h o l e .  I t  i s  p re p a r a t o r y.  H e re  we  s ow,  
h e re  we  a re  a lway s  s ow ing ,  a nd  h e re  on l y  we  s ow.  
Herea f t e r  we  reap,  and  sha l l  fo r  ever  do  noth ing  but  
reap.  I t  i s  a  t e r m for  which  we have  to  account ,  and  
the judgement to come wil l  be founded on i t .  Though  
we shal l  be accountable beings as  long as  we exis t ,  yet  
it  is  this shor t prefatory por tion of our existence that is  
to deter mine the character  of  a l l  the res t .  The act ions  
o f  t h i s  l i t t l e  l i f e  dec ide  fo r  e t e r n i t y.  Th i s  i s  a  con- 
s iderat ion of  unpara l le led power and weight .  Let  i t  be  
c on t emp l a t e d  a nd  f e l t .  We  a re  a c t i n g  f o r  e t e r n i t y :  
ages of retr ibution will answer to this hour of probation.  
How c i rcumspect ly  then ought  we to  l ive !  I f  such be  
the  consequence s  o f  l i f e,  how f r uga l  ought  we  to  be  
o f  a l l  i t s  moment s !  A  l i t t l e  c a re  and  e f fo r t  now,  and  
a l l  wi l l  be sa fe for ever.  A l i t t le  providence and pains- 
t a k i n g ,  t h ro u g h  t h e  s h o r t  p e r i o d  o f  yo u r  e a r t h l y 
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ex i s t ence,  and  you  w i l l  h ave  made  you r  f o r tune  f o r  
immortality.

H ow  m o m e n t o u s  t h e n  i s  l i f e !  H ow  i m p o r t a n t  t o  
t h i nk  o f  t h i s  when  i t  i s  c ommenc i n g !  Who  s hou l d  
no t  p rep a re  t o  l i ve ?  L i f e ,  t h e  d ay  o f  s a l va t i on ,  t h e  
h a rb inge r  o f  de a th ,  t he  s e a son  o f  g r a ce,  t he  sub j e c t  
o f  t h e  j udgemen t ,  t h e  p rep a r a t i on  f o r  e t e r n i t y,  t h e  
oppo r t un i t y  f o r  h e aven ,  t h e  p a t hway  t o  h e l l !  Wha t  
a  so l emn exerc i s e  to  rev iew l i f e  a t  i t s  c lo se !  F i r s t  to  
a sk  our se lves ,  ‘What  have  I  done wi th  l i f e ? ’ and then  
a lmo s t  immed i a t e l y  a f t e rwa rd s  t o  h e a r  God  s ay i n g ,  
‘What hast thou done with life?’

Behold the Judge standeth at the door! And, 

This is the summons that he brings: 
Awake! for on this transient hour, 
Thy long eternity depends.
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THE YOUNG MAN FROM HOME

‘Thou, God, seest me.’

‘ In  a l l  thy  way s  a cknowledge  h im,  and  he  sha l l  d i rec t  thy  
paths.’

‘Wilt  thou not from this  t ime cry unto me, My Father,  thou  
art the guide of my youth?’
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INTRODUCTION.

A youth  l e av i ng  home !  The re  i s  s ome th ing  no t  a  
little melancholy in the idea. Home is one of the most  

del ight ful  of  words ,  and i t  i s  no wonder that  i t  should  
have become the subject  of  poetr y and song.  There i s  
mus ic  in  the sound;  and in ever y hear t  that  i s  not  yet  
cor rupted, there i s  a chord that vibrates to the note. It  
wil l  ever awaken a long train of associat ions and recol- 
l e c t i on s ,  p a i n f u l  o r  p l e a s an t ,  a s  may  h ave  b e en  t h e  
conduct of the individual by whom the word is repeated.  
I t  i s  a t  home tha t  pa ren t s  and  ch i ld ren ,  b ro ther s  and  
s i s t e r s ,  a s  l ong  a s  P rov idence  pe r mi t s  them to  dwe l l  
toge ther,  ming le  in  the  swee t  f e l lowsh ip  o f  domes t i c  
bl i s s .  But  you,  whose eye i s  rang ing over  these  pages ,  
a re  leav ing ,  or  have le f t ,  your  f a ther ’s  house.  You are  
g o i n g ,  o r  a re  gone,  away  f rom  home.  I  s ympa t h i s e  
wi th  you in  the  so r rows  o f  tha t  t e a r fu l  hour  o f  your  
ex i s t ence.  Wel l  do  I  remember,  even  a t  th i s  d i s t ance  
from the time, the scene which my own home presented,  
when I f inally quitted it, to embark on life’s stormy and  
dangerous  ocean .  My mother,  one  o f  the  k indes t  and  
tenderes t  that  ever  bore that  dear  re la t ionship,  unable  
to  su s t a in  the  pa r t ing ,  had  re t i red  to  the  ga rden ;  my  
s i s t e r s  wept ;  my f a ther  wa lked  s i l en t ly  by  my s ide  to 
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the  edge  o f  the  town,  where  I  was  to  t ake  hor se  and  
r ide to meet the coach that was to car ry me to London;  
wh i l e  my  own  he a r t  wa s  a lmo s t  ove rwhe lmed  w i t h  
emot ion ,  under  the  idea  tha t  I  wa s  l e av ing  home,  to  
encounter  the  anx ie t i e s ,  danger s ,  and  re spons ib i l i t i e s  
of a new and untr ied course.

In  any  a spec t  o f  t he  even t ,  i t  i s  no  t r i f l i ng  o r  i n - 
con s i de r ab l e  ma t t e r  t o  qu i t  t he  s c ene s ,  f r i end s ,  and  
gua rd i an s  o f  our  ch i l dhood ;  to  l e ave  tha t  spo t ,  w i th  
which are associated a l l  our ear l ies t  reminiscences,  and  
i t s  dear inhabitants ;  to go from beneath the immediate  
inspection of , a mother’s anxious love, and the protection  
of  a f ather’s  watchful  care,  and expose our selves to the  
per i l s ,  pr iva t ions ,  and sor rows that  awai t  the t rave l le r  
on  h i s  j ou r ney  th rough  th i s  wor l d .  You  ough t ,  a s  a  
chi ld,  to feel  a  pang as  your mother presses  you to her  
bosom, and sobs  out  her  par t ing exc lamat ion,  ‘Adieu,  
my  son ’ .  You  ough t  to  f ee l  pen s ive  and  s ad ,  a s  your  
f a ther  squeezes  your  hand,  and tur ns  f rom you with a  
hea r t  too  fu l l  to  speak .  You  ough t ,  a s  you  c ro s s  the  
t h r e s h o l d  o f  t h a t  h a b i t a t i o n  w h e re  yo u  h ave  b e e n  
nur tured so tender ly,  to cas t  a  long ing,  l inger ing look  
behind.  You would be unwor thy of  your parents ’ love,  
and  o f  home’s  endea r ment s ,  i f  you  cou ld  l e ave  them  
wi thout  emot ion.  S t i l l ,  however,  these  fee l ings  a re  to  
be guided and l imited by ref lect ion. You cannot a lways  
rema in  a t  home,  to  be  nur sed  in  the  l ap  o f  domes t i c  
en joyment .  You have a  par t  to  ac t  in  the  g rea t  drama  
of  l i fe,  and must  leave home to prepare to act  i t  wel l .  
I t  i s  the appointment of  God that  man should not l ive  
in idleness, but gain his bread by the sweat of his brow;  
and you must  be p laced out  in the wor ld to get  your s  
by honest  industr y.  In some few cases ,  the son remains 
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wi th  the  f a ther,  and prepare s  for  h i s  fu ture  ca l l ing  a t  
home ;  bu t  in  by  f a r  the  g rea t e r  number  o f  in s t ance s  
i t  i s  nece s s a r y  fo r  young  men to  l ea r n  the i r  t r ade  or  
p ro fe s s ion ,  and  to  p rocure  the i r  l ive l ihood ,  by  be ing  
p laced with s t ranger s  a t  a  d i s tance f rom home. This  i s  
your case,  and in kind sol ic i tude for your wel f are,  thi s  
l itt le volume has been prepared, and is now presented to  
you, with the prayers and best wishes of the author.



  

374

CHAPTER 1

THE TIME OF LEAVING HOME A CRITICAL PERIOD

Criti cal ,  I  m e a n ,  a s  r e g a rd s  h i s  c h a r a c t e r .  Ye s ,  
imminently so. You are aware that, besides attention  

to  bus ine s s ,  and  acqu i r ing  a  knowledge  o f  a  t r ade  or  
profession, there is such a thing as the formation of cha- 
r ac te r,  o r  f ixed  hab i t s  o f  ac t ion ,  a r i s ing  out  o f  f i xed  
p r inc ip le s .  A man may  be  a  good t r ade sman,  and  ye t  
a  b ad  man ;  though ,  gene r a l l y,  good  mora l  cha r a c t e r  
ha s  a  ve r y  f avourabl e  in f luence  in  fo r ming  the  good  
t r a d e sman .  I  w i s h  you  t o  d i r e c t  yo u r  mo s t  s e r i o u s  
a t t en t ion  to  the  impor t ance  o f  cha r ac t e r,  mora l  and  
re l i g iou s  cha r ac t e r.  Wha t  i s  eve r y th ing  e l s e  w i thou t  
cha r ac te r ?  How wor th le s s  i s  any  man wi thout  i t !  He  
may have weal th,  but  he can nei ther  enjoy i t ,  improve  
i t ,  nor  be  re spec ted  fo r  i t ,  w i thout  cha r ac te r.  But  i t  
ve r y  r a re ly  happens  tha t  those  who beg in  l i f e  wi th  a  
bad character,  succeed in the g reat  competi t ion of this  
wor ld ’s  bus ine s s .  Mul t i tudes ,  wi th  ever y  advantage  a t  
star t ing, have f ai led through bad conduct, while other s,  
with every disadvantage, have succeeded by the aid and  
influence of good character.

Cha r a c t e r  f o r  l i f e ,  and  f o r  e t e r n i t y  t oo,  i s  u su a l l y  
for med in  youth.  Set  out  wi th th i s  idea  wr i t ten upon  
your  hear t s ,  in  order  tha t  i t  may  be  ever  exer t ing  i t s 
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power fu l  in f luence on your  conduct .  As  i s  the  youth,  
such, in al l  probabil i ty, wil l  be the man, whether he be  
good or  bad .  And a s  charac te r  i s  genera l ly  for med in  
youth,  so i t  i s  not les s  genera l ly for med at  that  per iod  
of youth when young people leave home. The f ir st  year  
or two after quitting his father’s house, is the most event- 
fu l  per iod of  a l l  a  young man’s  hi s tor y,  and what he i s  
a t  t h e  e xp i r a t i on  o f  t h e  s e cond  o r  t h i rd  ye a r  a f t e r  
leav ing the parenta l  abode,  tha t ,  in  a l l  probabi l i ty,  he  
w i l l  b e ,  a s  a  t r a d e s m a n  f o r  t h i s  wo r l d ,  a n d  a s  a n  
immor t a l  b e i ng  i n  t h e  n ex t .  Th i s  s hou l d  make  you  
p au s e  and  con s i de r.  Be fo re  you  re ad  ano the r  l i ne,  I  
e n t r e a t  yo u  t o  t h i n k  o f  i t .  Pe r h a p s  yo u  d o u b t  i t .  
At tend then to what  I  have to of fer  in  suppor t  o f  the  
assertion.

Doe s  no t  re a son  sugge s t ,  t h a t  s u ch  a  t r an s i t i on  a s  
leaving borne cannot be negat ive in i t s  inf luence? You  
cannot quit  so many restraints ,  so much inspection and  
guardianship, and come into such new circumstances, at  
an age when the hear t is so susceptible and the character  
so  p l i ab l e,  wi thout  rece iv ing  a  b i a s :  i t  i s  impos s ib l e.  
New  t emp t a t i on s  a s s a i l  you ,  wh i ch ,  i f  no t  a t  on c e  
a nd  s u c c e s s f u l l y  re s i s t e d ,  w i l l  a c qu i re  a  p e r manen t  
ascendancy.

Your parent s ,  who have gone before you in the path  
o f  l i f e ,  know  t h e  f a c t ,  a nd  t remb l e .  I t  make s  t h e i r  
hear t s  ache to  th ink of  sending you away f rom home.  
You know not ,  you  cannot  know,  wha t  was  the  deep  
and  s i l en t  t rouble  o f  your  f a the r ’s  hea r t ,  the  pa in fu l  
solicitude of your mother’s gentle spir it ,  in the prospect  
of  your leaving them. They sa t  hour a f ter  hour by the  
f i re-s ide,  or  lay awake at  night  ta lk ing on the subject ,  
and mingled the i r  tear s  a s  they thought  o f  the  youths 
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of their acquaintance, whose ruin was dated from the hour  
o f  the i r  depa r tu re  f rom home.  ‘Oh ! ’ they  exc l a imed  
in  angu i sh ,  ‘ i f  th i s  our  son  shou ld  be  l ike  them,  and  
become a  prodiga l  too,  and thus  br ing down our  g rey  
h a i r s  i n  s o r row  t o  t h e  g r ave !  Wou ld  t h a t  we  cou l d  
keep him at home under our own care,  but we cannot.’  
They then fe l l  upon their  knees ,  and by uni ted prayer  
gained re l ie f  and comfor t  to their  aching hear t s ,  whi le  
c ommend ing  you  t o  h im ,  who  h a s  i n  t e n  t hou s and  
instances, been the guide and protector of youth. While  
your  mother,  good woman!  a s  she  packed your  t r unk,  
dropped her f ast f lowing tear s upon your clothes, placed  
the  B ib l e  among  them,  and  s i ghed  ou t  the  pe t i t i on ,  
‘Oh my son ,  my  son !  Grea t  God ,  p re s e r ve  h im f rom  
all evil’.

M in i s t e r s  h ave  s e en  t h e  d ang e r  o f  you t h s  l e av i n g  
home,  mos t  pa in fu l ly  exempl i f i ed  in  young men who  
have come from a di s tant  town, recommended perhaps  
by parents  to their  care,  and who for a  whi le at tended  
the i r  m in i s t r y.  A t  f i r s t  t he i r  p l a ce s  i n  the  s anc tua r y  
were regular ly f i l led twice a day, and while the novelty  
lasted, they appeared to hear with attention and interest:  
t h i s  s oon  d im in i s h ed ,  a nd  t h ey  b e c ame  l i s t l e s s  a nd  
neglect ful ;  then their  seat  was occas ional ly empty on a  
s a bb a t h  even i ng ;  t h en  h ab i t u a l l y  s o ;  t i l l  a t  l e n g t h ,  
g iving up the morning, or only strol l ing in occasionally  
with some gay companion, they proclaimed the dreadful  
f ac t ,  tha t  they had f a l len into the danger s  inc ident  to  
young  men  upon  l e av ing  home :  and  the  nex t  i n t e l - 
l igence concer ning them, perhaps ,  was  a  le t ter  f rom a  
hear t-broken parent ,  conf ir ming the wor st  fear s  of  the  
m in i s t e r,  by  a sk ing  h im to  make  an  e f fo r t  t o  sn a t ch  
their son from his evil companions and profligate courses. 
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I n s t a n c e s  i n n u m e r a b l e  h ave  o c c u r r e d ,  i n  w h i c h  
youths ,  who,  whi le  dwel l ing under  thei r  f a ther ’s  roof ,  
were  the  joy  and  the  hope  o f  the i r  pa ren t s ,  have,  on  
l eav ing  home and ente r ing  in to  the  wor ld ,  exh ib i ted  
a  me l ancho ly  and  awfu l  t r an s fo r ma t ion  o f  cha r ac t e r.  
Some by s low deg rees  have passed from vir tue to vice,  
whi le  o ther s  have  made the  t rans i t ion so  suddenly,  a s  
i f  t hey  had  re so lved  by  one  bound  to  re ach  the  way  
of the ungodly: in either case,  the bit terest  disappoint- 
ment  has  been exper ienced by those  who have had to  
cont r a s t  the  p rod iga l  ab road  wi th  the  sober  youth  a t  
home.

Yo u t h f u l  r e a d e r ,  I  a s s u re  yo u  t h a t  t h i s  i s  n o  u n - 
common case,  but ,  on the contrar y,  so f requent ,  a s  to  
make every considerate parent tremble at  sending away  
his son, especially to the large provincial towns, and most  
o f  a l l  to  tha t  mighty  s ink o f  in iqui ty,  the  metropol i s .  
Wha t ,  t h en ,  s hou l d  b e  t h e  s t a t e  o f  you r  m ind ,  and  
your ref lect ions,  upon reading such an account as  this?  
‘ I s  i t  s o,  t h a t  on  l e av i ng  a  f a t h e r ’s  hou s e ,  s o  many  
young  men ,  who were  once  v i r tuous  and  p romi s ing ,  
have  become v ic ious  and  pro f l i ga te ?  How much then  
does it become me to pause and reflect, lest I add another  
to the number !  What  was  there in thei r  c i rcumstances  
and  s i tua t ion  so  dange rous  to  v i r tue,  tha t  I  may  no t  
expect  to f ind in mine? Or what  i s  there in my habi t s  
and resolutions,  which was not,  in their better days,  in  
t h e m ?  D i d  t h e y  f a l l ,  a n d  s h a l l  I  b e  s o  c o n f i d e n t  
of  s teadf as tness ,  as  to dismiss  fear  and despise caut ion?  
Do  I  re co i l  f rom v i c e ?  So  d i d  t hey,  when ,  l i ke  me,  
t h ey  we r e  a t  h o m e .  D o  I  s h u d d e r  a t  g r i e v i n g  my  
p a ren t s  by  m i s conduc t ?  s o  d id  they,  when ,  l i ke  me,  
t hey  had  the i r  p a ren t s  con t inua l l y  be fo re  them.  Am 
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I going for th high in the conf idence of my parents, and  
the esteem of my fr iends? so did they.  Yet how cruel ly  
h ave  t hey  d i s appo in t ed  eve r y  hope  th a t  wa s  f o r med  
concer n ing  them!  and what  i s  there  in  my hab i t s  and  
pu r po s e s  t h a t  w i l l  p reven t  me  f rom im i t a t i n g  t h e i r  
ex amp l e ?  Oh  i f  t h i s  s hou ld  be  the  c a s e !  I f  I  s hou ld  
a dd  ano th e r  t o  t h e  v i c t im s  o f  l e av i ng  home !  I f  my  
reputa t ion ,  now happ i ly  so  f a i r,  shou ld  be  t a r n i shed ,  
f aded,  los t !  I f  I ,  of  whom hopes are enter ta ined of  my  
becoming  a  Chr i s t i an ,  shou ld  tu r n  ou t  a  p rod iga l ,  a  
p ro f l i ga te !  Dread fu l  apos t a sy.  Grea t  God,  p revent  i t ! ’  
C o u l d  I  i n d u c e  yo u  t h u s  t o  r e f l e c t ,  I  s h o u l d  h ave  
hope of you; while a contrary spir i t  of sel f-dependence  
and conf idence, would lead me to expect in you another  
proof  tha t  the  t ime of  a  youth’s  leav ing home i s  most  
cr itical.
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CHAPTER 2

SOURCES OF DANGER

It is well  to know what these are, and where they l ie,  
that you may know how to avoid them. Ignorance on  

such a subject would be i tsel f  one of the chief danger s.  
I n  many  c a s e s ,  t o  know ou r  pe r i l s  i s  i t s e l f  one  way  
o f  avo i d i n g  t h e m .  S t e a d i l y,  t h e n ,  c o n t e m p l a t e  t h e  
following:

I .  You  a re  i n  d ange r  o f  f a l l i ng  i n to  ev i l ,  f rom the  
removal of parental inspection, admonition, and restraint.  
I t  mus t  be  admi t t ed ,  tha t  home i t s e l f  i s  somet imes  a  
scene of  per i l  to  mora l s  and re l ig ion.  In some homes ,  
young people see and hear very l i tt le but what is calcu- 
lated to do them harm; parental  example i s  on the s ide  
of sin, and almost everything that is said or done is of a  
na ture  l ike ly  to  p roduce  impre s s ions  un f avourable  to  
p ie ty,  and perhaps  even to mora l i ty.  Where th i s  i s  the  
state of things, removal is  a benef it ,  and not a few have  
reason to be thankful for having been transplanted from  
such ir relig ious houses into families where God is feared  
and rel ig ion is exemplif ied. If  this be your case, rejoice  
in  the  d i spensa t ion o f  Prov idence,  which ha s  re scued  
you f rom such imminent  danger,  and p lanted you in a  
so i l  more  congen ia l  fo r  the  cu l t iva t ion  o f  t r ue  p ie ty.  
Happy  you th !  t o  b e  t hu s  s n a t ch ed  f rom  t h e  vo r t e x 
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of perdit ion at  home, and brought into the way of sa l- 
va t ion  ab road .  O pr i ze  your  p r iv i l ege s ,  and  improve  
your  oppor tun i t i e s !  Many  a  young  man ,  who,  a t  the  
t ime o f  l eav ing  home,  wept  over  the  nece s s i ty  which  
caused him to quit  the scenes of  his  chi ldhood, and to  
go f rom beneath the  wing of  h i s  parent s ,  ha s  l ived to  
cons ider  i t  the br ightes t  era  of  hi s  l i fe,  inasmuch as  i t  
took  h im away  f rom scene s  o f  mora l  danger,  and  l ed  
him to the means of g race and the path of eter nal  l i fe :  
and in looking back upon the way of  Providence,  and  
upon h i s  own fee l ings  and ignorance  o f  what  awai ted  
him, has  excla imed, ‘Thou br ingest  the bl ind in a  way  
that they knew not, and leadest them in paths that they  
h ave  no t  known ;  t hou  make s t  d a rkne s s  l i gh t  b e fo re  
them, and crooked things straight’.

T h i s ,  h oweve r ,  i s  n o t  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  a l l  f a m i l i e s :  
i f  there  a re  some parent s  who take  no ca re  about  the  
relig ious or even moral character of their children, who  
neither set them good examples, nor deliver to them any  
in s t r uc t ion ,  nor  impose  upon them any re s t r a in t ,  but  
who a l low them the  unchecked  g ra t i f i c a t ion  o f  the i r  
pas s ions ,  and the unreproved commiss ion of  s in ,  there  
a re  many other s  who act  a  wiser  and a  bet ter  par t .  In  
mos t  i n s t ance s ,  p a ren t s  a re  mora l ;  i n  many  they  a re  
p ious :  and whi le  the for mer are  anxious  to keep thei r  
sons  f rom vice,  and t ra in them to vir tue,  the la t ter  go  
fu r the r,  and  endeavour  to  b r ing  them up  in  the  f e a r  
o f  t h e  Lo rd .  Many  who  w i l l  re ad  t he s e  p age s  know  
t h i s  by  e x p e r i e n c e .  Yo u  h ave  b e e n  b ro u g h t  u p  i n  
hab i t s  o f  r ig id  mora l i ty.  Your  parent s  have  been so l i - 
c i t ou s  t o  f o r m you r  cha r a c t e r  on  a  r i gh t  b a s i s .  You  
have been long f ami l ia r  with the voice of  ins t r uct ion,  
admonit ion,  and war ning.  You have been the constant 
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subject of an anxiety which you could neither be igno- 
r a n t  o f ,  no r  m i s t a ke.  I f  you  we re  s e en  i n  company  
with a s t ranger,  or with a youth of  doubtful  character,  
you were quest ioned and warned. I f  you brought home  
a  book ,  i t  wa s  examined .  I f  you  s t ayed  ou t  a t  n i gh t  
later than usual ,  you saw a mother’s  anxious eye turned  
upon you,  and heard a  f a ther ’s  voice,  saying,  ‘My son,  
why so  l a te,  where  have you been? ’ In  shor t ,  you fe l t  
your self  within the range of an ever-present inspection,  
and  under  the  p re s su re  o f  a  neve r - re l ax ing  re s t r a in t .  
The theatre and other places  of  pol lut ion were s t r ict ly  
forbidden, and indeed you felt  l i t t le incl ination to vis i t  
those  haunt s  o f  v ice.  Mor ning and evening you heard  
the Scr iptures  read,  and the voice of  prayer  a scend to  
God,  and a scend for  you.  With such example s ,  under  
such in s t r uc t ion,  and amids t  such scenes ,  you had no  
oppo r tun i t y,  and  f e l t  no  d i s po s i t i on ,  t o  be  v i c i ou s .  
Sometimes you thought,  perhaps,  that the restraint was  
too  s eve re  and  the  c a re  too  f a s t i d iou s ;  bu t  then  you  
said, ‘It is all for my good’, and you submitted to it.

A l l  t h i s  i s  now ove r :  you  have  l e f t ,  o r  a re  l e av ing  
home.  The  momen t  h a s  a r r ived ,  o r  i s  p a s t  and  w i l l  
never  be  forgot ten ,  when those  a r ms  which sus ta ined  
your inf ant  f rame were thrown around your neck,  and  
pres sed you to the bosom that  nour i shed you,  whi le  a  
mother’s  f a l ter ing voice exclaimed, ‘Farewel l ,  my boy’;  
and  a  f a ther,  a lways  k ind ,  but  k inder  then  than  ever,  
p ro l o n g e d  t h e  s a d  a d i e u ,  a n d  s a i d ,  ‘ M y  s o n ,  I  c a n  
watch over you no longer.  The God whose providence  
removes you from your father’s house, be your protector,  
and  p re se r ve  you  f rom the  ev i l s  o f  th i s  s in fu l  wor ld .  
Remember,  tha t ,  though  my eye  cannot  s ee  you ,  h i s  
c a n ,  a n d  e ve r  d o e s .  F e a r  h i m .’ A n d  t h e r e ,  yo u n g 
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man, you now are,  where your parents ’ hear ts  trembled  
to  p lace  you,  amids t  the  snare s  and per i l s  o f  th i s  ev i l  
wo r l d ;  whe re  you r  f a t h e r ’s  i n s p e c t i on  c anno t  re a ch  
you,  or  your mother ’s  tear fu l  eye behold you.  Perhaps  
you are  in  a  f ami ly  where  no prayer  i s  pre sented,  nor  
even the for m of re l ig ion observed; where you are le f t  
to yourself ,  l i t t le or no care being taken of your morals  
or  re l ig ious  pr incip les ;  and where,  provided you serve  
you r  emp loye r s  w i th  indu s t r y  and  hone s t y,  you  may  
choose  your  own companions ,  recrea t ions ,  and p lace s  
o f  re so r t .  Or,  i f  more  f avour ab l y  s i t u a t ed ,  and  your  
l o t  c a s t  i n  a  r e l i g i o u s  f a m i l y,  s t i l l  w h a t  i s  t h e  i n - 
struction of a master compared with that of a f ather, or  
the care of  a  mistress  compared with that  of  a  mother?  
Away f rom home,  a  v ic ious ly  inc l ined youth wi l l  f ind  
opportunities for the gratif ication of his evil propensities  
in  s i tua t ions  the  mos t  f r i end ly  to  v i r tue.  Hi s  wicked  
hear t,  rejoicing in the absence of his parents,  wil l  make  
th a t  ab s ence  an  incen t ive  to  s i n .  Eve r  and  anon  the  
whisper wi l l  come from within,  ‘My f ather i s  not here  
to see i t ;  my mother wi l l  not know i t ;  I  am not under  
inspection now, restraint i s  over ; I  can go where I l ike,  
a s soc ia te  with whom I  p lease,  and fear  nei ther  rebuke  
nor reproach’ .  O young man,  think of  the unutterable  
b a s ene s s  o f  s uch  conduc t  a s  t h i s .  Ough t  you  no t  t o  
d e s p i s e  you r s e l f ,  i f  you  c an  t hu s  mean l y,  a s  we l l  a s  
wicked ly,  t ake  advan tage  o f  a  f a the r ’s  ab sence,  to  do  
that which you know would excite his  s trongest  repro- 
bation, and afflict him with the bitterest gr ief , if he were  
present .  Yet  mul t i tudes  a re  thus  base  and wicked,  and  
have gone from their parents to ruin themselves for ever.  
Ac t ,  young  man ,  a c t  a s  you  wou l d  do,  i f  you  we re  
conscious that your father’s eye were upon you.
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I I .  Your  d ange r  i s  i n c re a s ed  by  the  s p i r i t  o f  i nde- 
pendence and self-conf idence (connected, as of course it  
must be, with much ignorance and inexper ience) which  
young  men a re  ap t  to  a s sume,  when  they  l e ave  the i r  
f ather’s house, and go out into the world. ‘Paternal rule  
is now over ; my parents are not at hand to be consulted  
or obeyed; and i f  they were,  i t  i s  t ime for me to think  
and  a c t  f o r  my s e l f .  I  am  my  own  ma s t e r  now.  I  am  
a  young  man ,  a nd  no  l ong e r  a  c h i l d .  I  am  c a p ab l e  
o f  judg ing ,  d i s c r imina t ing ,  and  de te r min ing  be tween  
r i gh t  and  wrong .  I  have  the  r i gh t ,  and  wi l l  exe rc i s e  
i t ,  of forming my own standard of morals ,  se lecting my  
own  mode l s  o f  ch a r a c t e r,  a nd  l ay i ng  down  my  own  
p l an s  o f  ac t ion .  Who ha s  au thor i ty  to  in te r f e re  wi th  
me? ’ Such  p robab l y  a re  you r  though t s ,  and  they  a re  
encouraged by many around you, who suggest  that you  
are not a lways to go in leading s t r ings ,  but ought now  
t o  a s s e r t  you r  l i b e r t y,  a nd  a c t  l i ke  a  man .  Ye s ,  a nd  
how many have employed and abused this l iber ty to the  
most  cr iminal  and f a ta l  pur poses :  i t  has  been a  l iber ty  
to  des t roy a l l  the  habi t s  o f  v i r tue for med a t  home,  to  
subver t  a l l  the  p r inc ip le s  imp lan ted  by  the i r  pa ren t s ’  
s o l i c i t u d e ,  a n d  t o  r u s h  i n t o  a l l  t h e  ev i l  p r a c t i c e s ,  
a g a in s t  wh i ch  the  vo i ce  o f  wa r n ing  had  been  r a i s ed  
f rom their  boyhood.  Many young men have no sooner  
been  f reed  f rom pa ren ta l  re s t r a in t ,  and  become the i r  
own  ma s t e r s ,  t h an  they  have  hu r r i ed  to  eve r y  p l a ce  
o f  amu s emen t ,  re s o r t e d  t o  eve r y  s p e c i e s  o f  v i c i ou s  
diver s ion, ini t iated themselves into a l l  the myster ies  of  
iniquity, and with prur ient cur iosity to know what it  i s  
bliss to be ignorant of , have entered into fellowship with  
a l l  the unfrui t fu l  works of  darkness .  Happy,  happy had  
they  been,  had they cons idered tha t  an  independence 
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which sets  them free from parenta l  advice and control ,  
i s  the  bane  o f  p ie ty,  mora l i ty,  and happines s ,  and ha s  
proved,  where  i t  ha s  been a s sumed,  the  r u in  for  both  
wor ld s  o f  mul t i tudes  o f  once  hopefu l  youths .  Wise  i s  
tha t  young man,  and ble s sed in  a l l  probabi l i ty  he wi l l  
be,  who,  though he  ha s  l e f t  h i s  f a ther ’s  house,  and i t  
may be has  a r r ived a t  the  age  o f  matur i ty,  fee l s  i t  h i s  
pr ivi lege, as  wel l  as  his  duty, to look up to his  parents ,  
as his counsellor s, his comfor ter s, and, in some respects,  
hi s  ruler s ;  who a l lows the res tra ints  of  home to fol low  
him abroad;  and who, amidst  the dangerous intr icacies  
of  l i fe,  i s  thankful  to accept the kind off ices of  a judi- 
cious father, to be the guide of his youth.

I nd ependenc e  o f  on e  k i nd ,  I  me an  a s  t o  h i s  own  
suppor t ,  i s  that  which every youth,  sens ible of  what i s  
due to himsel f ,  a s  wel l  a s  to hi s  parents ,  wi l l  be eager  
to  a cqu i re.  I t  i s  a  nobl e  and  gene rou s  amb i t ion  tha t  
d i c t a t e s  the  wi sh  to  be  s e l f - suppor t ing .  Some young  
men have di sg raced themselves  in the es t imat ion of  a l l  
who  knew them,  by  hang ing  upon  the  i ndu s t r y  and  
resources ,  and those but l imited too, of  parents ,  whose  
de l ight  in thei r  chi ldren made them wi l l ing to endure  
any labour and suf fer  any pr ivat ions  on thei r  account .  
I  know nothing more mean or  crue l ,  than for  a  youth  
thus to take advantage of  the s trength of parenta l  love,  
and to keep a f a ther  chained to the oar  of  labour,  and  
to  dra in  h im of  h i s  l a s t  pound,  to  suppor t  h imse l f  in  
idleness ,  or to supply the means of his  luxur ious extra- 
vagance.  Disdain,  young man, the thought of  l iv ing by  
the sweat  of  your f a ther ’s  brow, and the wear  and tear  
o f  h i s  f l e s h  a n d  b l o o d ,  h i s  b o n e s  a n d  mu s c l e s .  B e  
industr ious and frugal,  that as soon as possible you may  
be,  i n  t h i s  re s pec t ,  you r  own  ma s t e r,  and  you r  own  
supporter.
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I I I .  The  nume rou s  i n c en t ive s  t o  v i c e  w i t h  wh i ch  
eve r y  p l a ce,  bu t  e spec i a l l y  t he  me t ropo l i s  and  l a r ge  
provincial towns, abound, and the oppor tunities of con- 
c e a lmen t  wh i ch  a re  t o  be  f ound  the re,  a re  a  s ou rce  
o f  g r e a t  d a n g e r .  A t  t h e  h e a d  o f  a l l  t h e s e  mu s t  b e  
placed the theatre,  which is  there to be found in al l  i t s  
most powerful  at tract ions and most destruct ive f ascina- 
t i o n s .  N o t h i n g  c a n  b e  s a i d  t o o  s t ro n g  o r  t o o  b a d ,  
of  the injur ious tendency of  the s tage;  nor too ear nest  
or impassioned, in the way of warning young men from  
ventur ing  wi th in  i t s  p rec inc t s .  I t  i s  emphat i ca l l y  and  
eminent ly  the  broad road and wide  ga te  tha t  l eads  to  
de s t r uc t ion .  I t  i s  i d l e  to  t a lk  o f  wha t  the  d r ama  and  
t he  s t a g e  may,  i n  t he  h and s  o f  mor a l i s t s ,  b e come.  I  
s p e ak  no t  o f  p l ayhou s e s  i n  t h e  l a nd  o f  U top i a ,  bu t  
o f  such  a s  now a re  to  be  found  in  our s ,  and  o f  such  
a s  you ,  my  re ade r,  w i l l  a t t end ,  i f  you  go  to  any.  Dr  
Johnson has very truly said:

The drama’s laws, the drama’s patrons give, 
And they who live to please, must please to live.

The s tap le  mat ter  of  which the ordinar y run of  dra- 
matic representations are composed, is altogether adapted  
to cor rupt the youthful mind, by appeal ing to the most  
in f l ammable,  power fu l ,  and dangerous  o f  i t s  pa s s ions .  
Tr agedy,  w i th  wha teve r  f i ne  pa s s age s  and  occa s iona l  
lofty sentiment i t  may be adorned, i s  usual ly calculated  
to produce pr ide, ambition, and revenge; while comedy,  
such as i s  most suited to the public taste,  and therefore  
most in demand, is the school for intr igue, amours, and  
l i cen t iousne s s .  I t  i s  no t ,  however,  the  sub jec t  mat te r  
only of the play itsel f  that i s  cor rupting, but the repre- 
sentation of it upon the stage, with all the accompaniments 
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o f  t h e  t h e a t r e .  N o t  o n l y  i s  t h e  l e s s o n  v i c i o u s ,  
but  the teacher  and the school fe l lows are  v ic ious  too.  
I t  i s  b ad  s en t iment ,  bo r rowing  eve r y  po s s ib l e  a id  to  
rende r  i t  s t i l l  wor s e :  i t  i s  v i ce  recommended  by  the  
cha r ms  o f  mus ic,  pa in t ing ,  a rch i tec ture,  o ra tor y,  and  
eloquence, with al l  that i s  f ascinating in female beauty,  
and dazzling in elegant costume. Think of the audience:  
that many of them are honest,  vir tuous, and respectable  
member s  o f  soc ie ty,  I  a l low;  but  how l a rge  a  por t ion  
o f  i t  i s  o f  a  cont ra r y  de sc r ip t ion !  I s  there  any  where  
such a  co l l ec t ion o f  the  v ic ious ,  such a  condensa t ion  
o f  v i c e ,  a s  a t  t h e  t h e a t r e ?  I s  i t  n o t  t h e re  t h a t  t h e  
d i s s i p a t ed  mee t  to  make  the i r  gu i l t y  a s s i gna t ion s ?  I s  
not  the  prof l iga te,  o f  whatever  g rade or  k ind,  sure  to  
mee t  h i s  f e l l ow  t h e re ?  I s  i t  no t  t h e  h a r l o t ’s  re s o r t ,  
the  p l ace  o f  convoca t ion  fo r  tho se  mi se r ab l e  be ing s ,  
whose  ways  l e ad  down to  the  chamber s  o f  dea th  and  
t he  p i t  o f  de s t r uc t i on ,  and  who  the re  swa r m in  the  
lobbies, and crowd the benches?

I t  were easy to enumerate  the evi l s ,  though they are  
many and g reat ,  to which f requent ing the theatre  wi l l  
expo s e  you .  I t  i s  expen s ive,  and  w i l l  t hu s  endange r  
your  hones ty.  I t  leads  to  other  expens ive s ins ,  such a s  
drunkenness  and debauchery,  which, bes ides being evi l  
themse lve s ,  wi l l  consume the  f r u i t s  o f  your  indus t r y.  
I t  i s  su re  to  l ead  you in to  bad  company.  I t  genera te s  
a  f eve r i sh  imag ina t ion ,  and  de s t roy s  a  r i gh t  b a l ance  
o f  charac te r.  I t  r a i se s  the  pa s s ions  above the i r  proper  
tone, and thus induces a dislike for those grave and ser ious  
subjects  of l i fe which have nothing but their s implici ty  
and  impor t ance  to  re commend  them.  I t  k ind l e s  l ow  
and  ba s e  appe t i t e s ,  and  c re a t e s  a  con s t an t  hanke r ing  
a f t e r  the i r  indu lgence.  I t  no t  on ly  ha rdens  the  hea r t 
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aga in s t  re l i g ion ,  s o  th a t  a  t he a t re - lov ing  man  neve r  
becomes  re l i g ion s ,  un t i l  he  i s  pe r suaded  to  abandon  
these  amusement s ,  but  i t  g radua l ly  benumbs  the  con- 
sc ience into an insens ib i l i ty  to  good mora l s .  Through  
the power of the morbid propensities, and ungovernable  
desires, which it produces, it often urges on to licentious  
conduct ,  so  that  a  youth who f requent s  the p layhouse  
i s  a lmost sure to f a l l  a  vict im to the l ips  of  the s trange  
woman ,  f o r  ‘ t h ey  d rop  a s  t h e  honey comb,  a nd  h e r  
mouth  i s  smoothe r  than  o i l ;  bu t  he r  end  i s  b i t t e r  a s  
wor mwood,  shar p  a s  a  two-edged sword .  Her  fee t  go  
down to death, her steps take hold on hell.’

Myr i ad s  o f  young  men  have  had  to  da t e  the i r  r u in  
f o r  bo th  wor l d s  f rom the  f a t a l  n i gh t ,  when ,  a g a in s t  
the  d i s sua s ion s  o f  p a ren t s ,  and  the  remons t r ance s  o f  
consc i ence  they  f i r s t  t r u s t ed  the i r  mora l i t y,  t i l l  then  
uncor rupted, within the wal l s  of a theatre.  Let earnest ,  
a f fect ionate,  impor tunate  entreaty  preva i l  then,  to in- 
duce you to absta in from this  road to perdit ion. I f  you  
wi l l  no t  t ake  my te s t imony,  hea rken to  tha t  which  i s  
furnished by witnesses more competent, from exper ience,  
to  g ive  ev idence.  I t  i s  s a id  o f  S i r  Mat thew Hale,  one  
o f  the  g rea te s t  and  mos t  upr igh t  judge s  tha t  eve r  s a t  
on the bench,  ‘ that  he was an extraordinar y prof ic ient  
a t  school ,  and for some t ime at  Oxford;  but the s tage- 
p layer s  coming th i ther,  he  was  so  much cor r upted by  
seeing plays ,  that he a lmost wholly for sook his  s tudies .  
By this  he not only lost  much t ime, but found that  his  
head was thereby f i l led with vain images of things;  and  
be ing  a f t e rwa rd s  s en s ib l e  o f  the  mi s ch i e f  o f  th i s ,  he  
re so lved ,  upon h i s  coming to  London,  never  to  see  a  
p lay again,  to which resolut ion he constant ly adhered.’  
August ine,  the celebrated Lat in Father,  confesses ,  with 
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a noble frankness ,  that i t  was at  the theatre he imbibed  
the  venom which so cor rupted h i s  hear t  and pol lu ted  
his life during his early years.

‘There is no par t of theatr ical economy,’ says one, ‘with which  
I am unacquainted; and it is my personal and complete knowledge  
of that economy which forces upon me the conviction, that were  
another Ezekiel to ar ise, and another angel descend, to exhibit to  
him the g reater and g reater abominations of this land, he would  
reserve for the astonished and indignant prophet a display of the  
iniquities of a London theatre, as the last and most fearful chambers  
o f  imager y.’ ‘As  I  was  one day walking out ,’ says  an Amer ican  
preacher, ‘for my accustomed exercise, a gentleman passed me in his  
car r iage, and invited me to r ide with him. He is a man of wealth  
and distinction, and of an elevated and pious character. He came  
to the city when young, without fr iends, without money, without  
reputation, without any extr insic means whatever of getting started  
in business .  Soon after I  took a seat  with him, two young men  
of dissipated air, with cigars in their mouths, dashed fur iously past  
us in a chaise. “There,” said he, “are two young men going fast to  
ruin.” This incident turned our conversation upon the expenses and  
the ruin of young men. He remarked, that most of the young men  
who came to live in Boston (America) at the time he did, had already  
gone to ruin. I told him that the interest I felt in them prompted the  
inquiry, how it came to pass that he escaped, and by what means he  
had succeeded so well in life? He replied, that when he came to the  
city, he laid down some rules, which he had steadfastly observed.  
Among them were the fol lowing: That he would a lways at tend  
public worship on the Sabbath; that he would never read loose and  
infidel wr itings, nor visit infidel meetings; that he would devote a  
portion of his time to some profitable study; that he would be always  
diligent and faithful in business, however discouraging things might  
look; that he would not frequent places for refreshment, unless for  
necessary food; that he would form no alliance with any individuals,  
for society or amusement, till he knew them to be safe and virtuous  
companions; and that he would not go to the theatre ti l l  he was  
forty-five years old, when he supposed he should be above the reach  
of any injury from that source. Long before he reached that age he  
became a pious man, and of course he now f inds higher sources  
of  p leasure than the theatre,  a  p lace he never vi s i ted.  Another  
youth, who came to the city at the same time and from the same place 
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with him, took lodgings at a house with some theatre-going young  
men, was prevai led upon to go for once, then again, and again;  
became loose in his pr inciples and habits: one wrong step led to  
another, until he went headlong to ruin, and found an infamous  
g rave! And this,  he remarked, had been the sad history of many  
who entered on and began the career in life with him.’

I  have no need,  a f ter  thi s ,  to add anything,  except i t  
be to advise you never to do as some have done to their  
des t ruct ion,  and that  i s ,  to go once,  in order  to judge  
f o r  you r s e l f .  Ta s t e  no t  t h e  po i s on  t o  a s c e r t a i n  how  
you l ike  i t ,  and to  for m an opin ion of  i t s  de le ter ious  
power.  Touch  no t  the  f an ,  o f  a  s e r pen t ,  to  a s ce r t a in  
by  examina t ion  the  sha r pne s s  o f  i t s  too th .  These  a re  
matter s  which i t  i s  sa fer  and eas ier  to decide by tes t i- 
mony ;  and  a  c loud  o f  w i tne s s e s  c an ,  and  do  depo se,  
that  of  a l l  the avenues to destruct ion,  not one i s  more  
seductive or more direct than the theatre.

B u t  b e s i d e s  t h e  t h e a t r e ,  h ow  m a ny  o t h e r  s p e c i e s  
of  cor rupt and cor rupt ing amusement are to be found.  
Need I mention gambling houses,  brought down to the  
level of per sons of s lender means, where the excitement  
of  cupidi ty,  and the witcher y of  a  love of  p lay,  i s  kept  
u p,  t o  t h e  d e s t r u c t i on  o f  a l l  s o b r i e t y  o f  m i n d  a n d  
i n d u s t r i o u s  h a b i t s .  I s  i t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  s p e a k  o f  t h e  
d ivan s ,  o r  rooms  whe re  young  men  mee t  t o  smoke  
c i g a r s ?  I t  m ay  s e e m  t o  s o m e  t o  b e  t r i f l i n g ,  bu t  I  
know  i t  i s  no t ,  t o  s ay,  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  c i g a r  a  young  
man takes  within hi s  l ips  may become,  and of ten does  
become,  h i s  f i r s t  s t ep  in  the  c a ree r  o f  v i c e.  A  c i g a r  
i s  w i t h  young  p e r s on s ,  t h e  s ymbo l  o f  f oppe r y,  a nd  
swa g g e r i n g ,  a n d  c o n c e i t .  I  k n ew  a  yo u t h ,  t h e  s o n  
o f  a  m in i s t e r,  who  a cqu i red  s u ch  a  p a s s i on  f o r  t h i s  
species  of  g rat i f icat ion,  that  i t  contr ibuted to the ruin  
o f  h i s  c i rcums t ance s ,  a s  we l l  a s  o f  h i s  cha r ac te r.  Hi s 
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i n come  wa s  l im i t ed ,  ye t  he  wa s  a t  one  t ime  twen ty  
pounds in debt  for  c igar s  to the tobacconis t ,  a t  whose  
h o u s e  h e  u s e d  t o  m e e t  a  c o m p a n y  o f  yo u t h s ,  a s  
i d l e  a s  h i m s e l f .  I  wa s  a s s u r e d  i t  wa s  a  f a c t  we l l - 
k n ow n ,  i n  L i ve r p o o l ,  t h a t  o n e  m a n  t h e r e  s p e n t  a  
pound  a  day  in  c i g a r s ,  wh ich  he  had  sp r ink l ed  wi th  
o t to  o f  ro se s  be fore  he  smoked them.  I  a lways  g r ieve  
and tremble over every young man of my acquaintance  
whom I  s e e  con t r a c t ing  th i s  h ab i t .  I t  o f t en  l e ad s  to  
other and far worse things.

Then  the re  a re  t he  pub l i c  g a rden s ,  t h e  p a rk s ,  and  
t h e  s t e am-boa t s  t o  R i chmond ,  t o  G r ave s end ,  o r  t o  
Greenwich,  those  a l lur ing  ba i t s  for  s abba th-break ing ,  
by  w h i c h  m i l l i o n s ,  a s  t i m e  ro l l s  o n ,  a r e  c a u g h t  i n  
t h e  s n a r e s  o f  S a t a n ,  eve r  l y i n g  i n  wa i t  t o  d e c e i ve  
a n d  t o  d e c o y.  ‘ W h a t  h a r m  c a n  t h e r e  b e ,’  i t  i s  
s a i d ,  ‘ a f t e r  we  h ave  been  shu t  up  a l l  t h e  week  i n  a  
c lose s t reet ,  hard at  work,  to go out on a f ine summer  
day,  to enjoy the c lear  sunshine,  the f resh a i r,  and the  
beau t i e s  o f  c rea t ion?  Sure ly  our  Maker  i s  no t  such  a  
ha rd  mas te r  a s  to  re fu se  u s  g ra t i f i c a t ions  so  innocent  
and  so  hea l th fu l .’ And  thu s  s abba th-b re ak ing ,  wh ich  
i s  a  mani fes t  v iolat ion of  the laws of  God, i s  defended  
by  an  a ppe a l  t o  h i s  goodne s s .  P rob ab l y  t h e re  i s  no  
means of  destroying re l ig ious pr inciple,  and of  leading  
to immorality, more common than the neglect of public  
wor sh ip,  and the  desecra t ion o f  the  Sabba th .  Le t  th i s  
sea son be taken f rom devot ion,  and g iven to p leasure,  
and  t he  ch a r a c t e r  i s  f rom th a t  t ime  open  t o  a l l  t h e  
inroads of sin, without any cheek.
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CHAPTER 3

SOURCES OF DANGER CONTINUED

Bad compan ion s  a re  a  s ou rc e  o f  d ange r.  Pe rh ap s  
more young men are ruined by this than by any other  

means  tha t  cou ld  be  ment ioned .  Many who have  l e f t  
home with a  character  unsul l ied,  and a  mind not  only  
comparat ive ly pure,  but  rea l ly  ignorant  of  the crooked  
ways  o f  v ice,  who,  s imple,  a r t l e s s ,  and wi thout  gui le,  
would have shuddered a t  the temptat ion to any of  the  
g rosser acts of sin, have at length f al len sacr if ices to the  
power fu l  in f luence  o f  ev i l  a s soc i a te s .  Man i s  a  soc i a l  
be ing ,  and  the  p ropen s i t y  fo r  company  i s  pecu l i a r l y  
s t rong  i n  you th ,  t h e  s e a s on  when  i t  r e qu i re s  t o  b e  
watched wi th  g rea te r  ca re  than  a t  any  o ther,  because  
of the g reater force which it  exer ts  in the formation of  
character.  Now and then we meet with a youth who is  
so eng rossed with business ,  so intent on cult ivat ing his  
mind, or so reserved in disposition, as to have no desire  
for companions; but by f ar the g reater number are fond  
of  society,  and eager to enjoy i t ;  and,  i f  not extremely  
careful in the selection of their fr iends, are in imminent  
per i l  of choosing such as wil l  do them harm. It  i s  next  
to impossible, young man, for you to remain vir tuous in  
v ic ious  soc ie ty.  Good mora l s  cannot  long be  re ta ined  
in habitual intercour se with those who are gay and dis-
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s i p a t ed .  I t  i s  l i ke  c a r r y ing  money  in to  the  company  
o f  t h i eve s ,  who  w i l l  b e  s u re  t o  rob  you  o f  i t .  You r  
g ood  conduc t  w i l l  r e nd e r  t h em  une a s y ;  i t  w i l l  r e - 
p rove  them,  a c cu s e  them,  and  exa spe r a t e  them;  and  
they wil l  never cease t i l l  they have made you as  bad as  
themse lve s .  The  more  ag reeab l e,  amiab l e,  and  in t e l - 
l i g en t  t h ey  a re ,  t h e  mo re  d ang e rou s  a nd  en s n a r i n g  
i s  t h e i r  i n f l u ence.  A  you th fu l  p ro f l i g a t e ,  o f  e l e g an t  
manners, l ively humour, amiable temper, and intel l igent  
mind,  i s  Sa tan ’s  mos t  po l i shed ins t r ument  for  r u in ing  
immor t a l  sou l s .  Once  g ive  your  company  to  such  an  
a s soc i a te,  and you a re  in  the  co i l s  o f  a  se r pent ,  or  a t  
any rate in the spel l  of  the bas i l i sk’s  deadly gaze,  f rom  
which  noth ing  but  Omnipotence  can  p luck  you.  You  
may for  some t ime be  kept  f rom imi ta t ing  h im in  h i s  
excess of r iot,  and prevented by the last  ef for ts of a yet  
surviving conscience,  f rom going a l l  hi s  lengths in s in,  
but  you are  in  the t rack of  h i s  foot s teps ,  fo l lowing a t  
a distance, while he is perpetual ly looking back, and by  
smiles and beckonings ral lying your courage, and cheer- 
ing onward your yet timid and reluctant feet.

No ev i l  compan ions  a re  to  be  so  much  d readed ,  a s  
t ho se  who  dwe l l  unde r  the  s ame  roo f ;  and  how f re - 
quen t l y  i s  i t  t he  unhappy  l o t  o f  young  men  p iou s l y  
brought up, and in every respect hopeful as to morality,  
and  perhap s  a s  to  p ie ty  a l so,  to  be  f ixed  in  the  s ame  
house,  to  ea t  a t  the  s ame t able,  to  s l eep  in  the  s ame  
room, as  some youths of vicious and inf idel  pr inciples .  
They are thus brought into immediate contact with sin,  
and exposed at once to all the virulence of its contagion;  
and what s trength of moral  const i tut ion does i t  require  
t o  r e s i s t  t h e  d a n g e r !  T h ey  b re a t h e  a n  i n f e c t e d  a t - 
mosphere,  and cont inual ly  touch a  pes t i lent ia l  per son. 
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Take the te s t imony of  one who le f t  h i s  f a ther ’s  house  
s t r ic t ly  mora l ,  and with much venerat ion for  re l ig ion,  
bu t  who s e  d a rk  and  w ind ing  cou r s e  l e d  h im  a t  l a s t  
into the vicinity of the gallows.

In my mas ter ’s  house  [ s ays  he]  there  were  three  young men  
employed besides myself . One of them, a gay, respectable youth,  
was a g reat  f avour ite with my employer.  He was my bedfel low.  
Of course this led to intimacy, and from him I received the first dis- 
position to extravagance and dress, which laid the foundation of my  
ruin. He was extremely prodigal  in his  habits ;  but from the re- 
spectabil ity of his connexions, no suspicion was excited that his  
supplies were r iot equal to his expenses. By him I became gradually  
familiar ised to scenes of pleasure and dissipation, which soon ex- 
ceeded my means of support; but I never dreamed of having recourse  
to dishonest means to meet expensive indulgences. I soon found  
that I should be involved in great difficulties, and began to withdraw  
f rom his  company,  and as sociated as  much as  poss ible with my  
brother and a cousin of mine in the city.

A circumstance, however, soon occur red, which threw the for- 
bidden fruit in my way, and my integr ity could not resist the temp- 
tation. After being about two years in my situation, I was sent, on  
one occasion, with a parcel to a gentleman, for which I was to receive  
the money, about two pounds. Such parts of the business had often  
fallen to my lot. On this occasion, however, in the hurry of business,  
without the least dishonesty of intention, I forgot to give the money  
to my employer, and did not discover the note in my pocket till some  
time afterwards, several weeks at least. I was much alarmed at the  
circumstance, and knew not how to act. I was afraid to mention the  
matter to any one. I determined to let the note remain where it was,  
and if no inquiry was made, at length to appropr iate the money to  
myself. Thus I fell into the snare.*

And thus  he  commenced a  ca reer  o f  d i shones ty,  the  
end of which will be related in the sequel.

I  m i g h t  m e n t i o n  a n o t h e r  c a s e ,  i l l u s t r a t i ve  o f  t h e  
s ame  f a c t ,  o f  the  dange r  o f  a  b ad  compan ion  in  the  
h o u s e ;  bu t  h a p p i l y  t h e  d a n g e r  wa s  e s c a p e d  i n  t h i s  
i n s t a n c e .  I  k n ew  a  yo u t h ,  w h o s e  p a r e n t s  f e l t  t h e 

* The London Apprentice.
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g re a t e s t  s o l i c i t ude  f o r  t he i r  ch i l d ,  whom they  we re  
a b o u t  t o  p l a c e  f ro m  h o m e.  H e  h a d  b e e n  c a r e f u l l y  
educated,  f rom hi s  ear l ie s t  year s ,  in habi t s  of  mora l i ty  
and  p i e ty.  Hi s  s choo l  had  been  s e l ec ted  wi th  spec i a l  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  p l a n  l a i d  d ow n  a t  h o m e ,  f o r  t h e  
for mat ion of  h i s  charac ter.  But  now th i s  love ly  youth  
( for  he was  most  love ly)  must  leave home,  and go out  
i n t o  t h e  wo r l d .  How anx i ou s l y  d i d  t h e  f a t h e r  re a d  
the adver tisements to f ind one which commanded all the  
advantages of a pious master and an attract ive minister!  
He succeeded, and a most excellent Chr istian he found,  
w i th  whom to  p l a ce  h i s  son .  The  f ami ly  wa s  wha t  a  
Chr i s t i an  f ami ly  shou ld  be ;  and  the  o ther  apprent i ce  
a l s o  wa s  s u p p o s e d  t o  b e  a l l  t h a t  c o u l d  b e  w i s h e d  
a s  a  companion for  a  youth ju s t  qu i t t ing  the  parenta l  
roof ,  for he was the son of a minister,  and unsuspected  
a s  to  h i s  p r inc ip le s .  Many months ,  however,  had  not  
pa s s ed  be fo re  the  min i s t e r  rece ived  a  l e t t e r  f rom the  
hear t - s t r i cken mother,  to  s ay  she  had  heard  f rom her  
ch i ld ,  s t a t ing tha t  h i s  sou l  was  in  imminent  per i l .  He  
h ad  been  unde r  re l i g i on s  imp re s s i on s ,  and  i n  much  
concern about his immor tal welf are; but his companion  
p roved  to  be  a  concea led  in f ide l ,  concea led ,  I  mean ,  
f rom h i s  f a t h e r  and  h i s  ma s t e r.  N igh t l y,  when  t h ey  
ret i red to res t ,  was thi s  deceiver and tempter inst i l l ing  
i n t o  t h e  m ind  o f  h i s  younge r  compan ion  h i s  a r t f u l  
ob j ec t ion s  aga in s t  Chr i s t i an i t y,  and  endeavour ing  to  
po i son  h im wi th  in f ide l i t y.  Hi s  mind  was  a s s a i l ed  by  
one cavi l  a f ter  another,  as  he could bear them, t i l l  the  
poor boy unable any longer to endure his state of mind,  
ye t  a f r a i d  to  d i s c lo s e  i t ,  wro t e  home  to  h i s  mothe r,  
exc la iming in  an agony,  ‘Oh,  mother,  I  am los t ,  I  am  
l o s t ,  u n l e s s  yo u  p r ay  f o r  m e ’ .  H o r ro r - s t r u c k ,  s h e 



 proof-reading draft 395

addre s sed  the  min i s te r  immedia te ly  upon the  sub jec t ,  
and by their joint labours, and the blessing of God upon  
them,  th i s  you th  wa s  sna t ched  f rom the  f ang s  o f  the  
des t royer.  He acted most  wise ly  in making hi s  parent s  
a c qu a i n t e d  w i t h  h i s  s i t u a t i on ,  a nd  imp l o r i n g  t h e i r  
coun s e l  and  he l p.  A  l i t t l e  l onge r,  and  he  wou ld ,  i n  
a l l  p robab i l i ty,  have  been car r ied  o f f  in  t r iumph,  and  
perhaps have been ruined for both worlds.

Oh that  I  could se lect  words suf f ic ient ly emphat ic to  
expre s s  my  en t rea t i e s  to  you  to  beware  o f  ev i l  com- 
p an ion s  ou t  o f  t h e  hou s e,  bu t  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  i t !  Oh !  
cou ld  you see  but  a  thousandth  par t  o f  the  mi se rable  
ghos t s  tha t  have  pa s sed  to  the  reg ions  o f  unut te r able  
woe by the influence of bad associates, what a comment  
would  the i r  damnat ion be  upon the  pa s s age,  ‘A com- 
panion of fools shall be destroyed!’

V i c i ou s  women  a re  a s  much  t o  b e  d re aded  a s  b ad  
men ,  and  f a r  more  so.  I  have  known some who have  
b e e n  i n  g r e a t  j e o p a rd y  f ro m  f e m a l e  s e r va n t s .  I t  i s  
o f  the  g rea te s t  consequence  tha t  a  young man should  
be  upon h i s  gua rd  aga in s t  th i s  danger,  and  not  a l low  
himsel f  to take, or receive, the smal lest  poss ible l iber ty  
tha t  would  ent rench upon the  mos t  de l i ca te  modes ty.  
Prof l igacy and miser y  to  a  vas t  amount  have been the  
re s u l t  o f  a  wan t  o f  c au t i on  i n  t h i s  ma t t e r.  Towa rd s  
young women of  th i s  descr ipt ion,  be a lways  k ind,  but  
neve r  f am i l i a r ;  neve r  j oke  w i th  them;  keep  them a t  
a  p roper  d i s t ance,  by  keep ing  your se l f  so.  Not  a  f ew  
h ave  been  l o s t  t o  mor a l i t y,  by  no t  wa t ch ing  ag a in s t  
t h i s  d ange r.  And  t h en ,  how  a re  ou r  t own s  i n f e s t e d  
with those unhappy women, who, in many, i f  not most  
cases,  are the victims of seduction, and hor r ibly avenge  
themselves upon the sex of their betrayer s, by becoming 
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seducer s  in  the i r  tur n .  Youthfu l  reader,  be  upon your  
gua rd  aga in s t  th i s  pe r i l  to  your  hea l th ,  your  mora l s ,  
your  soul .  Go where you wi l l ,  th i s  snare  i s  spread for  
you r  f e e t .  Wa t ch  and  p r ay,  t h a t  you  en t e r  no t  i n t o  
tempta t ion.  Se t  a  s t r i c t  guard  upon your  sense s ,  your  
imag inat ion,  your pas s ions .  Once y ie ld to temptat ion,  
a nd  you  a re  undone :  pu r i t y  i s  t h en  l o s t ,  a nd ,  s unk  
f rom se l f-es teem, you may g ive your se l f  up to commit  
all uncleanness with greediness.

D r i nk i n g  p a r t i e s ,  t hough  no t  s o  c ommon  a s  t h ey  
were,  or  a s  are  some other  snares ,  are  s t i l l  su f f ic ient ly  
p reva l e n t  t o  b e  po i n t e d  ou t  a s  a  s ou rc e  o f  d ang e r.  
Happi ly  for  the mora l s  o f  our  countr y,  a  hard dr inker  
i s  no  longer  rega rded  wi th  éc l a t  in  the  be t te r  c l a s s e s  
o f  soc ie ty.  S t i l l  i t  i s  an  objec t  o f  ambi t ion wi th some  
misguided youths ,  to be able to dr ink the bumper and  
the  toa s t  w i th  conv iv i a l  g r ace  a s  a  ma t t e r  o f  cour se.  
W h a t  a  l ow  a n d  s e n s u a l  a i m .  Yo u n g  m a n ,  a s  yo u  
would not  l ie  down in the g rave of  a  drunkard ,  wor n  
ou t  by  d i s e a s e,  and  c lo s ing  your  mi s e r ab l e  c a ree r  in  
pove r t y  and  wre t chedne s s ,  b ewa re  o f  t he  f i l t hy,  de - 
g rading,  and des t ruct ive habi t  of  dr inking.  Remember  
t h e  wo rd s  o f  t h e  w i s e s t  o f  m e n :  ‘ W h o  h a t h  wo e ?  
who  ha th  so r row?  who  ha th  con t en t i on s ?  who  ha th  
babbl ing?  who hath  wounds  wi thout  cause?  who hath  
r e dne s s  o f  eye s ?  They  t h a t  t a r r y  l ong  a t  t h e  w in e ;  
they that  go to seek mixed wine.  Look not thou upon  
the  wine when i t  i s  red ,  when i t  g ive th h i s  co lour  in  
t h e  cup,  when  i t  move th  i t s e l f  a r i gh t :  a t  t h e  l a s t  i t  
bi teth l ike a ser pent,  and st ingeth l ike an adder.  Thine  
eye s  sha l l  beho ld  s t r ange  women,  and  thy  hea r t  sha l l  
u t t e r  p e r ve r s e  t h i ng s .  Yea ,  t hou  sh a l t  b e  a s  h e  t h a t  
l ie th down in the mids t  o f  the sea ,  or  a s  he that  l ie th 
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upon the  top o f  a  mas t .  They have  s t r i cken me,  sha l t  
t hou  s ay,  a nd  I  wa s  no t  s i c k ;  t h ey  h ave  b e a t en  me,  
and  I  f e l t  i t  no t :  when  sh a l l  I  awake ?  I  w i l l  s e ek  i t  
ye t  aga in .’ S tudy  th i s  i n imi t ab l e  and  g r aph i c  p i c tu re  
of dr inking and its  consequences,  and beg in l i fe with a  
hor ror of drunkenness;  acquire an oinophobia, or dread  
o f  wine.  I t  i s  ca lcu la ted that  f i f ty  thousand drunkards  
d i e  ye a r l y  i n  t h i s  coun t r y,  and  t h a t  one  h a l f  o f  t h e  
insanity, two thirds of the pauper ism, and three four ths  
o f  t h e  c r i m e s  o f  t h e  l a n d ,  a r e  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  
o f  d r u n ke n n e s s .  A  l a r g e  p ro p o r t i o n  o f  d r u n k a r d s  
b eg in  t h i s  d re ad fu l  h ab i t  i n  you th .  I  a g a i n  s ay,  and  
w i th  a l l  po s s i b l e  empha s i s ,  Beg in  l i f e  w i th  a  ho r ro r  
o f  d r u n ke n n e s s .  Wa t c h  a g a i n s t  a  l ove  o f  w i n e .  A s  
one who has  pract i sed tota l  abst inence for three year s ,  
I  can ,  and  do recommend i t  to  a l l  pe r sons  in  hea l th ,  
a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  yo u t h .  T h e  yo u n g  m a n  w h o  h a s  
acquired a  re l i sh for  wine;  who a lways  dr inks  i t  when  
he  c an  ge t  i t ;  who  d r i nk s  a s  much  a s  i s  g iven  h im ,  
or he can af ford to purchase;  who avai l s  himsel f  of  the  
d inner  or  supper  par ty,  to go a s  f a r  a s  he can without  
actual  intoxicat ion,  i s  a l ready an incipient t ippler ;  and  
i f  he do not stop at once, and practise total  abst inence,  
o r,  a t  any  r a t e ,  wa t ch  h i s  p ropen s i t y,  and  l ay  down  
ru les  of  the most  r ig id temperance,  wi l l ,  in  a l l  proba- 
bility, become a confirmed drunkard.

IV.  Pe rh ap s ,  t h e  d i s c om fo r t  o f  you r  s i t u a t i on  e x - 
po se s  you  to  pe r i l s .  I t  i s  no t  to  be  expec t ed  by  any  
youth who has had the bless ing of a comfor table home,  
that he should f ind the same degree or kind of provision  
made for  h i s  en joyment  in  any s i tua t ion in  which,  on  
going out into the world, he may be placed: oftentimes  
the very rever se occur s ,  and his  new residence presents 
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a  m e l a n c h o l y  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  h o u s e  o f  h i s  f a t h e r .  
Pe rhap s  you ,  my  reade r,  may  be  thu s  c i rcums t anced .  
Your place of  abode i s  so utter ly comfor t les s ,  that  you  
c an  s c a rc e l y  t h i nk  o f  home  w i thou t  t e a r s .  I t  i s  no t  
on ly  tha t  your  f a re  i s  coar se,  your  lodg ing mean,  and  
your  work  ha rd :  you cou ld  bea r  a l l  th i s ,  i f  your  p r i - 
va t ion s  were  made  up  by  the  k indne s s  and  sympa thy  
o f  your  employer,  and your  l abour s  were  so f tened by  
his  expressed or obvious sat i s f act ion; but i t  happens he  
i s  a  tyrant ,  whom nobody can sa t i s fy  or  conci l i a te,  or  
h i s  w i f e  i s  a  t e r mag an t ,  whom no th i ng  c an  p l e a s e .  
Many  a  t ime  you  re t i r e  t o  you r  h a rd  b ed ,  a n d  i l l - 
fur ni shed room, with a  spir i t  d i scouraged,  and a hear t  
ha l f  broken.  Oh what  a  contra s t  i s  th i s  co ld unfee l ing  
and gr inding conduct, to the love of a fond mother, and  
t he  so l i c i t ude  o f  a  k ind  f a the r !  I n  such  a  s i t u a t i on ,  
you are in danger of several things l ikely to be injur ious  
t o  you r  mo r a l  we l f a re  a nd  f u t u re  p ro s p e r i t y.  Some  
have  been induced by  the  pre s sure  o f  the i r  mi se r y  to  
ab s cond .  In  an  unhappy  hour,  t hey  have  l i s t ened  to  
the  vo ice  o f  tempta t ion ,  and have  sudden ly  bur s t  the  
bonds  which they could not  unloose,  and ca s t  o f f  the  
yoke which they fe l t  to  be  in to lerable,  and r un away.  
Th i s  i s  a  de spe r a t e  and  d read fu l  remedy ;  and  ha s ,  in  
mo s t  c a s e s ,  p roved  a  r u inou s  one.  Neve r  l e t  s u ch  a  
thought be enter ta ined by you for a moment.  Bear any  
unkindness  oppress ion and miser y,  ra ther than do thi s .  
A  you th  who  r un s  away  f rom h i s  p l a c e,  i s  u su a l l y  a  
bl ighted character  for  l i fe.  He i s  sunk in hi s  own est i- 
ma t ion ,  and  in  tha t  o f  eve r y  one  e l s e.  Wha t  anx ie ty  
does such a step br ing on his  parents i f  they are l iving,  
a nd  on  a l l  h i s  o t h e r  f r i e nd s !  Rema i n  t h en  i n  you r  
p lace:  your ter m of  apprent iceship wi l l  soon expire;  i t 
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i s  no t  a  c ap t iv i ty  fo r  l i f e.  Endeavour  to  su s t a in  your  
i l l  t reatment with courage and pat ience. Meekness may  
vanquish your oppressor.

But  perhaps  you a re  a  c le rk ,  and not  an  apprent ice,  
and as you do not dwell in the house of your employer,  
you are not exposed to the same kind of discomfor t and  
a nnoyan c e  wh i ch  t ho s e  s u f f e r  who  do.  You  l i ve  i n  
pr iva te  lodg ings .  Your  per i l s  a re  there fore  o f  another  
k ind .  In s t e ad  o f  be ing  now su r rounded  w i th  a l l  t he  
dear  companions  of  home, and del ight ing in that  busy  
s c ene  o f  genu ine  love  and  t ende r  o f f i c e s ,  you  dwe l l  
so l i t a r i l y  among s t r anger s .  When the  bus ine s s  o f  the  
day i s  over,  you go to a cheerless  and s i lent abode. No  
mother’s smiling countenance welcomes you to the f ire- 
s ide;  no f a ther ’s  cheer fu l  voice te l l s  or  a sks  the events  
of  the day;  no brother or s i s ter  ca l l s  you by name, and  
b l i the ly  spor t s  wi th  you .  In s tead  o f  th i s ,  you rece ive  
no attention but that which is bought with money. You  
enter  your  lone ly  room, ea t  your  joy le s s  mea l ,  and in  
s adne s s  th ink  o f  home and  day s  gone  by.  Now the re  
i s  danger here: danger of seeking companions who may  
be unmeet ;  danger  of  going out  to f ind amusement in  
places of vicious resor t; or of adopting a course of read- 
ing that  wi l l  only pol lute the mind. I t  i s  imposs ible to  
over ra te  the  per i l  o f  a  young man who has  l a te ly  le f t  
h i s  f a ther ’s  house,  and i s  l iv ing in so l i ta r y lodg ings  in  
one of our large provincial  towns, and especial ly in the  
me t ropo l i s .  I f  h e  h a s  no t  p i e t y  t o  p re s e r ve  h im ,  o r  
f ixed moral  pr inciple,  or a  love of  reading and a thir s t  
for knowledge, so as to make books his companions, he  
i s  in  g rea t  t empta t ion .  Wi th  a l l  the  source s  o f  s in fu l  
pleasure open around him, and in the midst of a multi- 
tude has tening to dr ink thei r  de le ter ious  water s ;  wi th 
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al l  the seductions near that appeal to every sense, every  
appet i te,  and ever y  t a s te ;  i t  i s  more  than probable  he  
wi l l  be drawn f rom hi s  g loomy abode,  to those scenes  
whe re  b l a z e  a l l  t he  l i gh t s  o f  f a sh ion  fo l l y  and  r u in .  
The  f i r s t  s c r up l e s  o f  con s c i ence  be ing  subdued ,  the  
t emp t a t i on  b e i ng  onc e  s u c c e s s f u l ,  c on t i nu anc e  a nd  
a d va n c e  s e e m  a l m o s t  n e c e s s a r y.  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  
d rea r ine s s  o f  so l i tude.  he  ha s  now the  pang s  o f  s e l f - 
r e p ro a c h  t o  b e a r .  A n d  c a n  h e  s i t  t h e re  n i g h t  a f t e r  
night ,  to hear  the accusat ions of  that  inter nal  monitor  
w h o s e  i n d i g n a n t  r e bu ke  h e  h a s  p rovo ke d ,  a n d  t h e  
sentence of  that  severe  judge whose condemnat ion he  
h a s  p ro cu red ?  No.  He  mu s t  go  a g a i n  t o  t h e  s ound s  
o f  r e ve l r y  t o  d row n  t h e  vo i c e ,  a n d  t o  t h e  s c e n e s  
o f  m i r t h  t o  l o s e  t he  s i gh t ,  o f  h i s  aw fu l  rep rove r.  A  
young  man  i n  l odg ing s  i s  t hu s  i n  a  s i t u a t i on  whe re  
noth ing  but  dec ided p ie ty,  or  s t rong mora l  pr inc ip le,  
can be expected to preserve him from temptation.

V.  T h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  d a n g e r  t o  w h i c h  yo u r  n e w  
s i tua t ion  may  expo se  you ,  aga in s t  wh ich  you  shou ld  
be cautioned, and directed to exercise the greatest vig il- 
ance;  and that  i s ,  the vio la t ion of  the rule  of  honesty.  
I f  p l aced  in  a  re t a i l  shop,  money  wi l l  be  cont inua l l y  
pass ing through your hands ,  and much uncounted cash  
will be within your reach. The temptation may, perhaps,  
i n  ce r t a in  c i rcums t ance s  a r i s e,  to  app rop r i a t e  a  p a r t  
o f  t h i s  t o  yo u r  ow n  u s e .  I t  m ay  b e  yo u r  s u p p l y  
of  pocket  money i s  shor t ,  and you f ind your se l f  below  
some of  your acquaintances  in the means of  procur ing  
c lo the s  books  o r  amusement s .  When the  p ro spec t  o f  
concealment presents itself , and the pressure of necessity  
i s  urgent,  especia l ly i f  a ided by the hope and intention  
o f  re fund ing  a t  s ome  fu tu re  t ime  wha t  you  pu r lo in , 
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you are in imminent per i l  of  the s in of  embezzlement.  
Many,  ver y many,  have f a l len into the snare,  and have  
h a d  t h e i r  c h a r a c t e r  a nd  p ro s p e c t s  b l a s t e d  f o r  eve r .  
Enter l i fe determined, by God’s help, to fol low whatso- 
ever  th ings  are  hones t  t r ue lovely and of  good repor t .  
Let the fear of God, united with the love of the noble,  
honourable, and dignif ied, prevent you from ever appro- 
p r i a t i n g  t o  yo u r s e l f  a  f a r t h i n g  o f  yo u r  e m p l oye r ’s  
p ro p e r t y.  E ve n  s h o u l d  yo u  n o t  b e  d e t e c t e d ,  h ow  
degraded will you feel, if you have in any instance acted  
t he  p a r t  o f  a  p i l f e re r !  I t  i s  a  p a in fu l  t h ing  f o r  con- 
s c i ence  to  c r y,  ‘ t h i e f ’ ,  t hough  a  man  may  be  sp a red  
the degradation of public exposure. On the other hand,  
how pleasant wil l  be the recol lect ion through l i fe,  that  
though exposed to many and s t rong temptat ions ,  your  
hands  were pure f rom di shones ty.  Be th i s  your prayer,  
‘Let integrity and uprightness preserve me.’

An  eminen t  Chr i s t i an  min i s t e r, *  in  re l a t i ng  to  me  
the  event s  o f  h i s  ea r ly  l i f e,  ment ioned ,  wi th  a  f e r v id  
glow of del ight and thankfulness ,  the victory which he  
gained in youth over a s trong temptat ion to commit an  
a c t  o f  d i s hone s t y.  Some  c i rcums t anc e s ,  wh i ch  need  
not be here detailed, led him to the resolution of running  
away f rom the p lace  where he was  ser v ing an appren- 
t i c e sh ip.  On l e av ing  the  house,  wh ich  he  d id  in  the  
morning before the f amily were st ir r ing, he had to pass  
through a  smal l  room in which hi s  mas ter  usua l ly  sa t .  
On the  t able  l ay  a  sma l l  heap o f  go ld  s i lver  and cop- 
per,  ca re le s s ly  mixed together,  f rom which,  a s  he  was  
quite sure i t  was uncounted,  a  smal l  sum abstracted by  
h imse l f  would  not  be  mi s sed .  He s topped and looked  
at  i t ,  and as he looked he coveted. The temptat ion was 

* The Rev. Samuel Lowell, Ed.
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s t rong .  He was  go ing  out  upon the  wide  wor ld ,  wi th  
s c a rce ly  any th ing  in  h i s  pocke t .  Hi s  s tock  o f  c lo the s  
was low, al l  he had was on his back, and in a bundle in  
h i s  hand .  He  rea soned  wi th  h imse l f  about  h i s  s c an ty  
means ,  the cer ta inty  that  anything he took would not  
b e  m i s s ed ,  and  t h e  p rob ab i l i t y  o f  h i s  b e i ng  ab l e  t o  
re fund ,  in  more  p ro spe rou s  day s ,  wha t  he  migh t  ap- 
propr ia te  then,  in  the  sea son of  h i s  neces s i ty :  but  h i s  
better thoughts prevailed, and, gather ing up his remain- 
ing pr inciples of vir tuous integ r ity,  he exclaimed, ‘No,  
I am wrong ing my master enough in leaving his service;  
I  wi l l  not  take hi s  money too’ .  And with only ha l f-a- 
crown in his  pocket he went out to seek his  for tune in  
the  wor ld ;  but  s t i l l  he  had  the  te s t imony o f  h i s  con- 
science, that, though a runaway, he was, as f ar as money  
was  concer ned,  an  hones t  youth .  He a s sured me,  tha t  
he had never ceased to re f lect  upon that  t r iumph over  
tempta t ion with p lea sure  and thankfu lnes s .  His  fu ture  
d e s t i ny,  p e r h ap s ,  hung  upon  t h a t  d e c i s i on .  Had  h e  
t a ken  any  o f  t h e  money,  h i s  con s c i ence  m igh t  h ave  
been benumbed, his hear t hardened, his self-respect lost,  
and  h i s  f u tu re  cha r ac t e r  have  become p ro f l i g a t e  and  
depraved .  Reader,  you may not ,  I  t r u s t  you wi l l  not ,  
be placed exact ly in the same circumstances  of  t r ia l  a s  
th i s  young man;  but  oppor tuni t ie s  of  embezz l ing your  
emp loye r ’s  p roper ty  wi l l  o f t en  p re sen t  themse lve s  to  
you,  i f  so di sposed,  and I  hope you wi l l  ever  have the  
pr inciple to resist them. There is nothing more likely to  
expose you to thi s  danger than habi t s  of  extravagance.  
I f  you should  unhappi ly  acqui re  a  t a s te  for  expens ive  
dress ,  or amusements ,  or vicious g rat i f icat ions,  you are  
i n  p e r i l .  D i s h o n e s t y  o f t e n  b e g i n s  i n  d a n d y i s m .  A  
young man thinks he must be genteel,  elegant, f ashion-
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ab l e ;  he  l ook s  w i th  envy  on  tho s e  who se  mean s  a re  
more abundant than his  own, and becomes res t les s  and  
d i s s a t i s f i e d .  He  mu s t ,  h e  w i l l  b e  e qu a l  t o  t h em  i n  
c lothes or naments  and diver s ions;  but his  sa lar y,  or his  
f a ther ’s  a l lowance,  wi l l  no t  meet  h i s  want s ,  and  then  
comes  the  tempta t ion to  embezz lement .  Ext ravagance  
mus t  have  re source s ;  and  i f  they  cannot  be  found by  
hone s t  me an s ,  t h ey  w i l l  by  d i s hone s t  on e s .  A  l ove  
o f  d i sp lay  in  dres s  and d iver s ions  has  led many to the  
g a l l ow s ,  o r  t o  B o t a ny  B ay,  by  p ro m p t i n g  f i r s t  t o  
p i l f e r i ng ,  and  t hen  t o  f o r g e r y.  Be  upon  you r  gua rd  
then .  Avo id  ex t r avagance.  Dread  a l l  f oppe r y.  De te r - 
mine to  l ive  wi th in  your  income.  Beg in  l i f e  wi th  the  
re so lu t ion  to  be  nea t  and  re spec t able,  bu t  no t  a  f ine  
gent leman.  Be i t  your  f ixed pur pose  never  to  have an  
article till you can pay for it.

VI .  I  c lo se  th i s  f ea r fu l  l i s t  o f  per i l s ,  by  ment ion ing  
the preva lence of  inf ide l i ty,  and the zea l  and wi ly ar t s  
o f  i t s  a b e t t o r s  and  p ropag a to r s ,  a s  f o r m ing  ano the r  
s ou rc e  o f  d ange r  t o  you th .  The re  neve r  wa s  an  a g e  
when inf idel i ty was more busy than i t  i s  now; not that  
i t  i s  now more general ly professed by the thinking and  
intelligent portion of the community; quite the contrary.  
Li tera ture and sc ience,  rank and f a shion,  pay f ar  more  
external, though it may not be sincere, homage to reve- 
l a t ion,  than they d id  in  t imes  gone by :  in f ide l i ty  a s  a  
profes s ion i s  no longer the boas t  of  those who occupy  
the high places  of  society.  Rel ig ion i s  obvious ly ga in- 
ing g round among them. But the e f for t s  of  in f ide l s  to  
di f fuse their  pr inciples  among the common people and  
middl ing c las ses  are pecul iar ly energet ic jus t  now. The  
subtleties of Hume, the pompous deism of Bolingbroke,  
and the ar t ful  ins inuations of Gibbon. have g iven place 
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to the r iba ldr ies  of  Paine,  and recent ly to the absurdi- 
t ie s  o f  Owen.  The sy s tem,  i f  sy s tem i t  may be ca l led ,  
of  the lat ter,  i s  obtruded upon publ ic notice under the  
gu i s e  o f  an  a t t r ac t ive  mi snomer,  and  pushed  fo rward  
w i t h  a  z e a l  wh i ch  rem ind s  u s  o f  t h e  a c t iv i t y  o f  i t s  
p a ren t ,  t h e  f a t h e r  o f  l i e s .  Ab su rd  i n  i t s  p r i n c i p l e s ,  
contradictory to every man’s sound judgement, and repu- 
diated even by the conscience of i t s  abettor s ,  socia l i sm  
c anno t  l ong  impo s e  upon  the  c redu l i t y  o f  even  t he  
labour ing c las ses ,  among whom it  has  yet  been chief ly  
succes s fu l .  Amids t  a  j a rgon of  pre tended metaphys ic s ,  
a t  war with the f i r s t  pr inciples  of  sound log ic and our  
mora l  const i tut ion,  i t  announces  a s  i t s  leading dogma,  
tha t  man i s  en t i re ly  the  c rea ture  o f  c i rcums tance s ;  i s  
in  no  sense  the  au thor  o f  h i s  op in ions  and  vo l i t ions ;  
no r  t h e  f ounde r  o r  s uppo r t e r  o f  h i s  own  cha r a c t e r.  
I f  th i s  be  cor rec t ,  he  i s  a  mere  mach ine,  g i f t ed  wi th  
f acult ies  which can be of  no use to him; without free- 
dom,  w i thou t  re spon s ib i l i t y,  w i thou t  con sc i ence ;  to  
whom it  i s  useless  to of fer  inducements ,  and on whom  
in s t r uc t ion  i s  wa s t ed ;  so  c i rcums t anced  by  nece s s i t y,  
tha t  he  can ne i ther  or ig ina te  nor  sus ta in  any se l f - im- 
p rove m e n t ;  a  b e i n g ,  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  w h o m  l aw  i s  
mocker y,  s in  imposs ible,  and puni shment  in jus t ice.  As  
i f  i t  were  not  enough to  shock  the  publ i c  mind by  a  
s y s t e m  s o  m o n s t ro u s ,  t h e  p u b l i c  t a s t e ,  a n d  a l l  o u r  
soc ia l  fee l ings  are  outraged,  by the unblushing avowal  
o f  i t s  author,  tha t  i t  i s  h i s  des ign and wish to  abol i sh  
the institution of mar r iage, and reconstruct society upon  
the basis  of the unlegal i sed associat ion of the sexes and  
the  unre s t r i c t ed  f reedom o f  d ivorce.  Absurd  and  de- 
moral i s ing as such a system is ,  i t  i s  popular with many;  
t he  re a son  i s  obv iou s ,  i t s  ve r y  immora l i t y  p rove s  to 
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them i t s  recommendat ion.  I f  they can be l ieve i t ,  they  
feel  that ,  commit what cr imes they may, accountabi l i ty  
i s  gone,  and remor se  i s  ex t ingu i shed :  the  bl ame re s t s  
not on them, for any s in whatever,  but on the circum- 
stances which led to i t :  a shor t way to be very wicked,  
a nd  ye t  ve r y  e a s y.  Young  man ,  c a n  you  b e l i eve  i t ?  
No,  you r  re a son  revo l t s  f rom i t ,  and  so  wou ld  you r  
hear t,  too, i f  you could witness the moral ravages it  has  
c ommi t t e d .  ‘C a l l  i t  no t  s o c i a l i sm ,  c a l l  i t  d ev i l i sm ;  
for it  has made me more a devil than a man’, exclaimed  
a poor dying man in my neighbourhood, to one of our  
town mi s s ionar ie s  who v i s i t ed  h im on h i s  dea th-bed .  
‘ I  go t  in to  company  tha t  l ed  me  to  soc i a l i sm and  to  
dr inking.  I  re jected the Bible,  denied the Saviour,  and  
pe r suaded  myse l f  tha t  the re  wa s  no  he rea f t e r ;  and  a s  
the  re su l t ,  a c t ed  the  pa r t  o f  a  b ad  f a the r,  and  a  b ad  
hu sb and .  I  h ave  t h e  t e s t imony  o f  my  ma s t e r,  t h a t  I  
wa s  a  s t e ady  and  re spec t ab l e  man  un t i l  I  l i s t ened  to  
t h e  Owen i t e s ;  bu t  s i n c e  t h a t  t ime  I  h ave  b e come  a  
v a g a b o n d ,  a n d  t h ey  w h o  f o r m e r l y  k n ew  m e ,  h ave  
shunned me in the streets .  The system of the Owenites  
i s  wo r s e  t h an  t h a t  o f  Pa i n e .’ Su ch  i s  t h e  t e s t imony  
of a dying victim and mar tyr of social i sm, and a s imilar  
confes s ion has  been made by many other s .  I  have seen  
man mora l  happy  and  u se fu l ,  so  long  a s  he  p ro fe s sed  
r e l i g i on :  a nd  h ave  s e en  h im  i n  m i s e r y  pove r t y  a nd  
r u i n ,  s i n c e  h e  h a s  t h row n  i t  o f f :  I  h ave  h e a rd  t h e  
impass ioned accents  of  hi s  hear t-broken wife,  so f ar  as  
weakness a l lowed her to be impassioned, exclaiming, as  
she looked at  her  miserable  companion,  ‘O s i r,  he has  
b e en  a  ch anged  man  eve r  s i n c e  he  wen t  among  t he  
Owenites!’ Such is socialism.

I t  mu s t  b e  obv i ou s ,  t h a t  b e tween  immor a l i t y  a nd 
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in f ide l i t y  the re  i s  a  c lo se  connex ion ,  and  a  con s t an t  
reac t ion  go ing  on in  some minds .  A young man f a l l s  
into temptation, and commits s in: instead of repenting,  
as is his duty and his interest, he in many cases attempts  
to quiet his  conscience by per suading himself  that rel i- 
g i o n  i s  a l l  h y p o c r i s y,  a n d  t h e  B i b l e  u n t r u e .  H i s  
in f ide l i t y  now prepa re s  h im to  go  g rea t e r  l eng th s  in  
s i n :  t h u s  v i c e  c a l l s  i n  t h e  a i d  o f  e r ro r ,  a n d  e r ro r  
s t rengthens vice,  whi le both together lead their  vict im  
to  r u in  and  mi se r y.  To gua rd  your se lve s  aga in s t  such  
danger s ,  s tudy  we l l  the  ev idence s  o f  reve l a t ion ;  read  
Pa l ey,  Cha lmer s ,  and  Wa t son ,  and  the  work s  on  the  
Ev idence s ,  and  the  t r ac t s  on  soc i a l i sm and in f ide l i ty,  
publ i shed by  the  Trac t  Soc ie ty :  but  above a l l ,  l e t  the  
power of  re l ig ion be fe l t  in  your  hear t ,  a s  wel l  a s  the  
ev idence of  i t  perce ived by your judgement .  Rel ig ion  
in  the  hea r t  i s  the  on ly  th ing  to  be  re l i ed  upon a s  a  
defence against the attacks of inf idels, and the influence  
o f  the i r  p r inc ip l e s .  Bu t  th i s  w i l l  be  in s i s t ed  upon  a t  
greater length in a subsequent chapter.

Such a re  the  mos t  common and pre s s ing  danger s  to  
wh ich  you th  a re  expo sed  on  qu i t t ing  the  p ro tec t ion  
o f  the i r  pa ren t a l  hab i t a t ion ,  and  go ing  f rom benea th  
t h e  s h e l t e r i n g  w i n g  o f  p a t e r n a l  c a r e .  ‘ I  s e n d  yo u  
f o r t h ,’ s a i d  t h e  S av i o u r  t o  h i s  d i s c i p l e s ,  ‘ a s  s h e e p  
among  wo l ve s ’ ;  a nd  t h e  s ame  rema rk  may  b e  made  
by  p a ren t s  t o  t h e i r  c h i l d ren ,  s ub s t i t u t i n g  t h e  t e r m  
l amb s  f o r  s h e ep,  when  t h ey  p l a c e  t h em  ou t  i n  t h i s  
w icked  and  en sna r ing  wor ld .  I t  h a s  been  a  d a rk  day  
in  the  anna l s  o f  myr iads  o f  f ami l ie s ,  when a  son bade  
adieu to his  parents ,  and commenced his  probation and  
h i s  s t r ugg le s  in  the  g rea t  bus ines s  o f  human l i f e.  The  
t e a r s  t h a t  f e l l  on  t h a t  o c c a s i on  we re  a  s a d  p re s a g e, 



 proof-reading draft 407

though  unknown a t  the  t ime,  o f  o the r s  tha t  were  to  
f l ow  i n  l ong  s u c c e s s i on  ove r  t h e  f o l l i e s ,  v i c e s ,  a nd  
m i s e r i e s  o f  t h a t  unhappy  you th .  The  h i s t o r y  o f  t en  
t hou s and  p rod i g a l  s on s ;  t h e  un t ime l y  g r ave s  o f  t en  
t hou s and  b roken-hea r t ed  p a ren t s ;  and  t he  deep  and  
heavy woes of ten thousand dishonoured f amilies,  attest  
the  f ac t  o f  the  danger s  tha t  awa i t  a  youth  on leav ing  
h o m e :  a n d  h e  i s  m o s t  i n  d a n g e r ,  w h o  i s  i g n o r a n t  
of  what await s  him, or who, on being infor med, t reat s  
the subject  with indi f ference,  smi les  a t  the fear s  of  hi s  
f r i e nd s ,  a nd  f e e l s  no  f e a r  f o r  h im s e l f .  Young  man ,  
there i s  hope of you i f  this  representat ion shal l  awaken  
a l a r m,  produce se l f -d i s t r u s t ,  and exc i te  v ig i l ance  and  
c au t ion .  Inexpe r i enced ,  s angu ine,  and  r a sh ,  w i th  a l l  
your appetites sharpening, and all your passions strength- 
ening; with an imag inat ion l ively,  a  cur ios i ty prur ient,  
a n d  a  h e a r t  s u s c e p t i b l e ;  e a g e r  t o  a c t  f o r  yo u r s e l f ,  
pant ing to  t r y  your  scarce ly  f l edged wings  on leav ing  
the nest ,  and perhaps ambit ious of  di s t inct ion, you are  
in  imminent  per i l  o f  the  lu s t s  o f  the  f l e sh  and o f  the  
m i n d .  A l l  b u t  yo u r s e l f  a r e  a n x i o u s .  P a u s e ,  a n d  
con s ide r  wha t  you  may  become,  an  o r nament  o f  the  
p ro f e s s i o n  yo u  h ave  c h o s e n ,  a  r e s p e c t a b l e  m e m b e r  
of  society,  a holy professor of  re l ig ion, a useful  c i t izen  
o f  your  count r y,  a  bene f ac to r  o f  your  spec i e s ,  and  a  
l i g h t  o f  t h e  wo r l d .  Bu t  a c co rd i ng  t o  t h e  h e i gh t  t o  
wh ich  you  may  r i s e,  i s  the  dep th  to  wh ich  you  may  
s ink:  for  as  the bottom of  the ocean i s  supposed to be  
propor tioned in measurement to the tops of the moun- 
tains ,  so the dark gulf s  of  s in and perdit ion into which  
yo u  m ay  p l u n g e ,  s u s t a i n  a  s i m i l a r  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  
summits of excel lence and happiness to which you may  
a s cend .  Your  c apac i t y  fo r  r u in  i s  equa l  to  wha t  i t  i s 
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fo r  s a lva t ion .  Sur vey  fo r  a  moment  the  sphere  which  
you may occupy and f i l l  up with misery, desolation, and  
ruin.  See what oppor tunit ies  of  destruct ion are within  
your reach,  and to what  suic ida l  and murderous havoc  
s i n  m ay  l e a d  yo u ,  i f  yo u  g i ve  yo u r s e l f  u p  t o  i t s  
influence and government.

You may destroy your physical  consti tution by a more  
s low but  not  l e s s  su re  proce s s ,  than  i f  you swa l lowed  
a r s en i c,  o r  d i s cha rged  a  p i s t o l  a t  Your  he a r t .  The re  
a re  v ice s  o f  the  f l e sh  tha t  br ing  the i r  own immedia te  
pun i s hmen t  i n  t h e  d i s e a s e s  wh i ch  t h ey  en t a i l .  The  
mar tyr s  o f  l i cent iousnes s  a re  f a r  more  numerous ,  and  
the  amount  o f  the i r  su f f e r ing s  inconce ivably  g rea te r,  
than  the  mar ty r s  fo r  re l i g ion .  Mi l l i on s  d i e  annua l l y,  
the v ic t ims of  drunkennes s  and debaucher y,  who long  
b e f o re  t h e  g r ave  re c e ive s  t h em to  i t s  d a r k  doma in ,  
p re sen t  a  h ideous  and  loa th some mas s  o f  cor r upt ion .  
Yo u r  p e c u n i a r y  i n t e r e s t s  m ay  b e  r u i n e d .  M a ny  o n  
whom the  mor ning  o f  l i f e  dawned in  br ightnes s ,  and  
i t s  p ro spe c t s  opened  i n  b e au t y,  h ave  s e en  t h e i r  s un  
sudden ly  go  down,  and  a l l  be fore  them covered  wi th  
c louds ,  and ravaged wi th  the  s tor ms o f  adver s i ty ;  not  
th a t  P rov idence  wa s  aga in s t  them,  no t  tha t  man  wa s  
un jus t  to  them,  but  they  were  the  de s t royer s  o f  the i r  
own interests ,  by habits of extravagance, indolence, and  
i n du l g en c e ,  a c qu i r e d  i n  you t h .  Yo u  c a n  b l a s t  yo u r  
r e pu t a t i on .  A f t e r  bu i l d i n g  up  w i t h  g re a t  c a re  you r  
good name,  for  some year s ,  and acquir ing respect  and  
esteem from those who knew you, ‘ in one s ingle hour,  
by y ie ld ing to some powerful  temptat ion,  you may f ix  
a  da rk  s t a in  upon your  charac te r,  which  no tea r s  can  
ever  wash away,  or  repentance remove,  but  which wi l l  
c au se  you  to  be  re ad  and  known o f  a l l  men ,  t i l l  t he 
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g rave rece ives  you out  o f  the i r  s ight .  You may render  
your se l f  an objec t  o f  the  univer sa l  d i sgus t  and abhor- 
rence  o f  the  good,  and be  the  t aunt  and scor n o f  the  
wicked;  so that  wherever you tur n your eyes ,  you wi l l  
f ind none to  bes tow upon you a  s ing le  smi le  o f  com- 
p l a c e n c y.  H ow  m a n y  i n  t h i s  c o n d i t i o n ,  b i t t e r l y  
re a l i z ing  tha t ,  “wi thou t  a  f r i end ,  the  wor ld  i s  bu t  a  
wi lder ness”,  have,  in a  paroxysm of  desperat ion,  com- 
mi t ted  su ic ide.” Your  in te l l ec t ,  s t rong  by  na ture,  and  
c apab l e  o f  h i gh  cu l t iva t i on ,  may,  l i ke  a  f i ne  f l ower,  
be suffered to run wild by neglect, be trodden down by  
brute lus t s ,  or  be broken by violence.  Your a f fect ions ,  
g iven to be your de l ight  by vi r tuous exerc i se  on r ight  
ob jec t s ,  may be  a l l  per ver ted  so  a s  to  become l ike  so  
many  demons ,  po s s e s s i ng  and  to r men t ing  your  sou l ,  
because they are set  on things forbidden, and indulged  
to excess. Your conscience, g ranted to be your monitor,  
guide, and fr iend, may be wounded, benumbed, seared,  
t i l l  i t  i s  in sens ible,  s i l en t ,  and dea f ,  and o f  no use  in  
wa r n ing  you  aga in s t  s i n ,  i n  re s t r a in ing  o r  rep rov ing  
you  fo r  i t .  In  shor t ,  you  may  de s t roy  your  immor t a l  
soul; and what ruin is l ike that of the soul, so immense,  
s o  h o r r i b l e ,  s o  i r r e t r i e v a b l e ?  Yo u  m ay  b r e a k  t h e  
hear t s  o f  your  parent s ;  make your  brother s  and s i s ter s  
ashamed to own you; be a nuisance and pest to society;  
a  b an e  t o  you r  c oun t r y ;  t h e  c o r r up t e r  o f  you t h f u l  
mor a l s ;  t h e  s educe r  o f  f ema l e  v i r t u e ;  t h e  con sumer  
o f  t h e  p ro p e r t y  o f  yo u r  f r i e n d s ;  a n d ,  t o  r e a c h  t h e  
c l imax  o f  you r  m i s ch i e f ,  you  may  b e  t h e  Apo l l yon  
o f  t he  c i rc l e  o f  immor t a l  s ou l s  i n  wh i ch  you  move,  
sending some to perdit ion before you reach it  your sel f ,  
and causing other s to fol low you to the bottomless  pit ,  
where you will never escape the sight of their torments, 
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no r  the  sound  o f  the i r  impreca t ion s .  How g re a t  the  
power,  how ma l i gnan t  the  v i r u l ence  o f  s in ,  tha t  c an  
spread i t s  inf luence so widely,  and exer t  i t s  force with  
s u c h  d e a d l y  e f f e c t ,  n o t  o n l y  d e s t roy i n g  t h e  s i n n e r  
h im s e l f ,  bu t  i nvo l v i n g  o t h e r s  i n  h i s  r u i n !  No  ma n  
goes  a lone  to  perd i t ion ,  no one per i she s  a lone  in  h i s  
i n i q u i t y ;  a  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  w h i c h  eve r y  t r a n s g re s s o r  
should  regard :  he  sus ta ins  the  charac ter  not  on ly  o f  a  
su ic ide,  but  o f  a  murderer,  and the  wor s t  o f  a l l  mur- 
derer s ,  for  he i s  the murderer of  souls .  What a  cr i t ica l  
po s i t i on  you  now occupy,  be tween  the  c apab i l i t y  o f  
r i s i ng  to  so  much  exce l l ence ;  o r  s i nk ing  to  r u in  so  
d e ep,  a nd  m i s e r y  s o  i n t en s e !  Re f l e c t .  Oh  t h a t  you  
were  wi se ;  tha t  you  under s tood  th i s ;  tha t  you  would  
consider your end.
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CHAPTER 4

THE SUCCESSIVE STEPS OF GOING ASTRAY

If i t  i s  a  me l ancho ly  f a c t ,  wh ich  the  h i s to r y  o f  in- 
numerable f amil ies  can ver i fy,  that  many young men,  

who leave home in every respect moral and respectable,  
become vicious,  and end their cour se in prof l igacy and  
ruin, an inquiry presents itself as to the steps which lead  
to this  dreadful  rever se of character and circumstances.  
I t  rare ly,  i f  ever,  happens ,  that  the hear t  throws of f  a t  
once a l l  the res t ra int s  o f  v i r tue,  and p lunges  suddenly  
into the depths of vice. It  i s  not by one str ide, that the  
moral  youth passes  f rom sober habi t s  a t  home to those  
of an opposite nature abroad, but general ly by s low and  
success ive s teps .  The judgement and conscience would  
recoil  from a temptation which proposed to him to be- 
come prof l igate  a t  once;  and i f  he ever  be an adept  in  
v ice,  he  must  be  led on by insens ible  deg rees ,  and by  
litt le and litt le make advances in the way of sinners, and  
the counse l s  o f  the ungodly.  Thi s  i s  what  i s  meant  by  
the deceitfulness of sin.

Wha t  i nd iv idua l  who  eve r  a t t a ined  to  enor mi ty  o f  
wickedness foresaw or conjectured the end of his career?  
When the messenger of Heaven disclosed to Hazael the  
Syr ian,  the darknes s  o f  h i s  future character,  he indig- 
nant ly excla imed, ‘ I s  thy servant a  dog,  that  he should 
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d o  t h i s ? ’ I t  wa s  a  bu r s t  o f  h o n e s t  i n d i g n a t i o n .  A t  
tha t  t ime  he  was  incapable  o f  the  a t roc i t i e s  which  i t  
was foretold he should one day commit,  and his  whole  
nature rose in an express ion of  s incere abhor rence.  He  
knew no t  the  dece i t fu lne s s  o f  h i s  hea r t ,  o r  the  co r - 
rupt ing inf luences  of  ambit ion and power.  He was  led  
on  by  a  g radua l  p rog re s s  in  h i s  gu i l ty  ca ree r,  t i l l  the  
events of his history surpassed in cr iminality the picture  
d rawn by  the  prophet .  Who tha t  ever  ended  h i s  day s  
a t  the  g a l l ows ,  o r  in  the  f e lon ’s  ex i l e,  wou ld  a t  one  
per iod of his l i fe have thought it possible that he should  
ever  be  so  hardened a s  to  commit  such cr imes?  Habi t  
render s a l l  things easy,  even the most atrocious cr imes;  
and habi t s  o f  v ice,  l ike  other  hab i t s ,  beg in  wi th  ac t s ,  
many  o f  t h em  l i t t l e  one s .  The  mo s t  a l a r m ing  v i ew  
o f  s i n  t h e re f o re ,  a nd  t h a t  wh i ch  s hou l d  e x c i t e  t h e  
g rea tes t  dread caut ion and v ig i l ance,  i s  i t s  prog res s ive  
nature.

I  have somewhere read of  one who l ived in the ear ly  
age s  o f  the  Chr i s t i an  e r a ,  who,  on  be ing  a sked  by  a  
f r iend to accompany him to the amphitheatre,  to wit- 
ness the gladiator ial combats with wild beasts, expressed  
h i s  abhor rence  o f  the  spor t ,  and  re fu sed  to  wi tne s s  a  
scene condemned a l ike  by humani ty  and Chr i s t i an i ty.  
Ove rcome  a t  l e ng t h  by  t h e  con t i nued  and  p re s s i n g  
solicitation of his fr iend, whom he did not wish to dis- 
ob l i g e,  he  con s en t ed  to  go ;  bu t  de t e r m ined  th a t  he  
would c lose  h i s  eyes  a s  soon a s  he  had taken h i s  sea t ,  
and keep them closed dur ing the whole t ime he was in  
the amphitheatre. At some par ticular display of strength  
and ski l l  by one of the combatants ,  a loud shout of ap- 
plause was raised by the spectator s ,  when the Chr ist ian  
a lmost  involuntar i ly  opened hi s  eyes  being once open, 
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he  found i t  d i f f i cu l t  to  c lo se  them aga in ;  he  became  
in t e re s t ed  in  the  f a t e  o f  the  g l ad i a to r  who wa s  then  
engaged wi th  a  l ion .  He re tur ned home profe s s ing  to  
dis l ike, as his pr inciples required him to do, these cruel  
games ;  but  h i s  imag ina t ion ever  and anon rever ted to  
the  s cene s  he  had  un in ten t iona l l y  wi tne s sed .  He was  
again sol ici ted by his  fr iend to see the spor t .  He found  
less  dif f iculty now than before in consenting. He went,  
sat with his eyes open, and enjoyed the spectacle; again  
and aga in  he  took h i s  sea t  wi th  the  pagan crowd;  t i l l  
at  length he became a constant attendant at  the amphi- 
thea t re,  abandoned h i s  Chr i s t i an  pro fe s s ion ,  re l ap sed  
into idolatr y,  and lef t  a  f a ta l  proof of  the decei t fulness  
o f  s in .  Thousands  o f  f ac t s  to  the  s ame pur por t  might  
be col lected,  i f  i t  were neces sar y,  tending to i l lus t ra te  
the  in s id ious  manner  in  which the  t r ansg re s sor  i s  l ed  
on, in his gradual descent into the gulf of ruin.

L e t  u s  g a t h e r  u p  t h e  s u b s t a n c e  o f  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  
ch ap t e r s ,  and  t r a c e  t he  wande re r  t h rough  h i s  s i n fu l  
cou r s e.  Pe rh ap s  b e fo re  he  l e f t  h i s  f a t he r ’s  hou s e  he  
was not only s t r ic t ly  mora l ,  but  was the subject  of  re- 
l ig ious  impres s ions ;  convinced of  s in ,  and an inquirer  
a f t e r  s a lva t ion .  He heard  se r mons  wi th  in te re s t ,  kep t  
holy the Sabbath, and made conscience of secret prayer  
and reading the Scr iptures .  His  conduct  had awakened  
the hopes of his  parents ,  and raised the expectat ions of  
h i s  min i s te r ;  but  he  was  not  dec ided ;  there  had  been  
no actua l  sur render of  hi s  hear t  to God,  through f a i th  
repen tance  and  the  new b i r th .  In  th i s  s t a t e  o f  mind ,  
he  l e f t  home.  In s t e ad  o f  t ak ing  a l a r m ,  a s  he  shou ld  
have done,  a t  the danger s  to which he was  now about  
to be exposed, he went thoughtless ly to his  new s i tua- 
tion, and encountered its per ils without due preparation. In 
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h i s  p lace  he found l i t t l e  to  encourage,  perhaps  some- 
th ing ,  or  even much,  to  damp and d i scourage  se r ious  
re f l e c t i on .  The  p re ache r  whose  min i s t r a t i on s  he  a t - 
tended was less impressive and exciting than the one he  
had  le f t .  The mas te r  whom he se r ved took l i t t l e  ca re  
o f  h i s  s p i r i tu a l  we l f a re.  Amid s t  the s e  c i rcums t ance s ,  
his relig ious impressions were soon lost, and his concern  
speed i ly  subs ided .  S t i l l  he  cou ld  not  a t  once  g ive  up  
the forms of devotion, and for awhile kept up the pract- 
ice of  pr ivate prayer ;  but  having no separate  room, he  
soon became ashamed to be seen f al l ing upon his knees  
in the presence of gay or thoughtless  companions,  who  
s lept  in the same apar tment ,  and who perhaps  sneered  
a t  the  p r ac t i c e.  Th i s  i s  a  t empt a t ion  to  wh ich  many  
are exposed, and i t  i s  one of the most success ful  in in- 
duc ing  young per sons  to  g ive  up  the  hab i t  o f  p rayer.  
He could not ,  however,  qui te  re l inqui sh a  prac t ice  to  
wh ich  he  had  been  accu s tomed f rom ch i ldhood ,  and  
occasional ly he stole away to his room, and spent a few  
moments  in  devot ion.  Thi s  too in  t ime was  g iven up,  
and prayer  whol ly  d i scont inued.  A g rea t  re s t ra in t  was  
now removed ,  and  a  b a r r i e r  th rown down.  The  f e a r  
o f  God ,  even  th a t  sma l l  po r t i on  o f  i t  h e  s e emed  to  
po s se s s ,  wa s  l e av ing  h i s  hea r t .  He  now l ive s  wi thout  
prayer,  and s t ands  exposed to  the  ten thousand snare s  
and temptations of the world, without a s ingle defence.  
Yet  he  f i l l s  up  h i s  p l ace  in  the  house  o f  God;  fo r  he  
c annot  th row o f f  a  ce r t a in  k ind  o f  reve rence  fo r  the  
s abba th ,  and a  s t i l l  l inger ing  a t t achment  to  the  s anc- 
tua r y.  In  the  s ame house  in  which  he  l ive s  a re  to  be  
found one,  or i t  may be severa l ,  who have no tas te for  
s a c red  th ing s ,  bu t  a re  wor ld ly  and  s en sua l .  He  hea r s  
the i r  scof f s  a t  p ie ty,  which a t  f i r s t  shock him,  and he 



 proof-reading draft 415

rebukes them, or expostulates  with them, for he i s  not  
yet reconci led to prof anity:  he goes fur ther,  and points  
out  the  impropr ie ty  o f  the i r  conduct  in  other  th ings ,  
a n d  wa r n s  t h e m  o f  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s .  B y  d e g re e s ,  
however,  he  becomes  more  to le rant  o f  the i r  s in s ,  and  
l e s s  o f f e nd ed  by  t h e i r  d i s s i p a t i on .  They  r a l l y  h im ,  
r idicule him, and flatter him by turns, and on some f ine  
sabbath evening per suade him to accompany them in a  
r amble  in to  the  count r y.  A f t e r  a  l i t t l e  he s i t a t ion ,  he  
consents ,  enjoys himself  and is  mer ry, though not a l to- 
ge ther  wi thout  h i s  consc ience  smi t ing  h im.  In  a  s ab- 
bath or two the Sunday par ty i s  again for med, and the  
author i ty  of  God aga in re s i s ted and despi sed.  He now  
thinks once a day quite enough for public worship, that  
the  mor ning be ing g iven to  God,  the  evening may be  
g iven to pleasure, especial ly by one who is al l  the week  
shut  up in  a  c lose  town,  and who has  no oppor tuni ty  
except on a Sunday, to see the country or breathe fresh  
a i r.  The same argument ,  once admit ted to be va l id ,  i s  
soon applied to the morning service, and the whole sab- 
bath is at length given by him to recreation.

Conscience, however, has not suffered him to go thus  
f a r  w i t hou t  f r e qu en t  s t i n g s  a nd  wa r n i n g s .  A  l e t t e r  
f rom home occa s iona l l y  d i s tu rb s  h im.  Hi s  f a the r  ha s  
been infor med of  hi s  a l tered conduct ,  and,  in g r ie f  of  
h e a r t ,  e xpo s tu l a t e s ,  en t re a t s ,  and  wa r n s .  F i r s t  h e  i s  
sor rowful ,  then he i s  ang ry,  then inwardly uneasy;  but  
t h e  j e s t  o f  a  s i n f u l  compan ion  s c a t t e r s  eve r y  be t t e r  
t hough t ,  and  he  i s  de t e r mined  to  go  on .  He  i s  now  
the constant associate of evil doer s, who have gained an  
a scendancy over  him, and are  leading him fur ther  and  
f u r t h e r  a s t r a y.  To  c a l m  t h e  a p p r e h e n s i o n s  o f  h i s  
parent s ,  and to  s i l ence  the  remons t rances  f rom home, 
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he  wr i t e s  a  pen i t en t i a l  l e t t e r,  and  g ive s  p romi s e s  o f  
amendmen t .  Ly ing  and  hypoc r i s y  a re  now added  t o  
his  s ins,  and they are dreadful auxi l iar ies in benumbing  
the  consc ience  and hardening the  hear t .  A ce lebra ted  
actor comes to the town, or i s  to appear at  one of  the  
theatres ,  and he i s  so l ic i ted to go to the per for mance;  
he i s  now prepared for  thi s ,  and readi ly  a s sents .  Ever y  
th ing  f a s c ina t e s  h im.  Hi s  s en se s ,  imag ina t ion ,  hea r t ,  
t a s t e ,  a re  a l l  c a r r i e d  away  c a p t ive .  H i s  s ou l  i s  i n  a  
s ta te  of  menta l  intoxicat ion.  He acquires  a  pas s ion for  
the  s t age,  and  a s  o f t en  a s  h i s  means  and  oppor tun i ty  
w i l l  a l l ow  h e  i s  a t  t h e  t h e a t r e .  I n t e l l i g e n c e  a g a i n  
reaches home, and again his shocked and hear t-str icken  
parents  wr i te,  and entreat  him to a l ter  hi s  conduct ,  or  
re tur n to them: but  he can now treat  a  f a ther ’s  advice  
w i th  con t emp t ,  and  a  mo the r ’s  t e a r s  w i th  c r ue l  i n - 
d i f f e rence.  The thea t re,  a s  we have  a l ready  shown,  i s  
the resor t  of  those unhappy women, of whom the wise  
man says ,  ‘ the i r  house  i s  the way to he l l ,  going down  
to  the  chamber s  o f  dea th ’ .  He i s  c aught  in  the  sna re  
and ruined. He is hor ror-struck when ref lection comes,  
and  in  an  agony  o f  exp i r ing  v i r tue,  exc l a ims ,  ‘Wha t  
h ave  I  d o n e ! ’ C o n s c i e n c e  i s  n o t  q u i t e  d e a d ,  n o r  
shame qu i t e  ex t ingu i shed .  To s t i l l  the  remons t r ance s  
of the troublesome monitor within, he revisits the scene  
where  so  many  a re  a s s embled  l i ke  h imse l f ,  to  d rown  
t h e i r  s o r rows ,  o r  t o  b l un t  remor s e .  The  d e a t h  o f  a  
fr iend or relative occurs, which renders it necessary that  
h e  s hou l d  a t t e nd  a  f un e r a l ,  p e r h a p s  h e a r  a  f u n e r a l  
s e r mon .  The  Book  o f  God ,  and  h i s  f a i th fu l  s e r van t ,  
now proclaim the sinfulness of sin and the sinner’s ever- 
l a s t ing  doom.  He t remble s ,  bu t  repen t s  no t .  Reve l a - 
t ion now haunts him like a spectre, and disturbs him in 
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h i s  cou r s e.  I f  he  pe r s i s t  i n  s i nn ing ,  he  mus t  ge t  r i d  
o f  t h i s  t roub l e some  i n t e r f e rence.  I s  t h e  B ib l e  t r u e ?  
Some one of  h i s  companions  i s  a  scept ic,  and now la- 
bour s  fo r  h i s  conver s ion to  in f ide l i ty.  Byron’s  poe t r y  
prepares the way for Hume’s subtleties,  Paine’s r ibaldry,  
o r  Owen ’s  a b s u rd i t i e s .  Ch r i s t i a n i t y  i s  now  c a l l e d  a  
f able ;  man’s  accountab i l i ty,  a  mere  dogma of  cunning  
pr ie s t s ;  and he l l ,  only the pic ture of  g loomy super s t i - 
t ion,  to hold the mind of  man in bondage.  He throws  
off  the yoke of rel ig ion; exults  in his l iber ty; yields his  
member s  s e r van t s  to  unc leanne s s ;  add s  in iqu i ty  un to  
iniqui ty,  and runs to ever y excess  of  r iot .  But whence  
come the  fund s  to  suppor t  h i s  lu s t s ?  Hi s  f a the r  c an- 
not supply them, nor can his wages; but secret pi l fer ing  
can,  and does .  I f  he can escape detect ion,  what has  he  
t o  f e a r ?  ‘Man  i s  t he  c re a tu re  o f  c i rcums t ance s ’ ,  and  
h i s  c i rcums tance s  compe l  h im to  rob  h i s  mas te r ;  and  
a s  to  an  herea f te r,  i t  i s  a l l  a  dream.  Gambl ing  i s  now  
added to his other cr imes. Shame is lost, nay, he glor ies  
i n  h i s  s h ame ;  a nd  commence s  t h e  t r a d e  o f  r u i n i n g  
o ther s ;  cor r upt ing  the  pr inc ip le s  o f  one  sex ,  and the  
morals of the other. With a character composed of every  
darkest  shade of  human depravity,  let  hi s  c los ing scene  
be nar rated in the next chapter, which, by a melancholy  
f ac t ,  conf i r ms the representa t ion here g iven.  Not that  
I  mean to a s ser t  that  a l l  who go as t ray in youth reach  
this climax; but many do, and all are in danger of it.

Wha t ,  then ,  a re  the  max ims  a r i s ing  ou t  o f  th i s  re - 
p re s en t a t i on ,  wh i ch  eve r y  young  man  shou ld  a lway s  
bear in mind?

1.  Tha t  s i n  i s  t he  mos t  dece i t fu l  th ing  in  the  un i - 
ver se, as manifested by the insidious manner in which it  
l e ad s  on  the  t r an sg re s sor  in  h i s  way ;  and  the  excuse s 
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wi th  which a t  ever y  s t age  o f  h i s  p rog re s s  i t  fur n i shes  
him.

2. Those who would not be found walking in the path  
o f  s in ,  should not  take the f i r s t  s tep in  i t .  Avoid f i r s t  
s i n s :  they  a lway s ,  o r  nea r l y  so,  l e ad  on  to  o the r s .  I t  
is f ar easier to abstain from the f ir st sin than the second.  
No temptat ion of  Satan has  been more success fu l  than  
t h e  s ugge s t i on ,  ‘ on l y  t h i s  once ’ .  Tha t  once  may  be  
your  r u in  fo r  eve r.  Ac t s  may  be  repea t ed ,  and  come  
t o  h ab i t s .  No  s i n  c ome s  a l on e ,  bu t  s t a nd s  i n  c l o s e  
connexion with other s which they teach us to commit,  
and often afford us an opportunity to commit.

3.  Careful ly avoid l i t t le  s ins ,  for they usual ly lead on  
to  g rea te r  one s .  No s in  ab s t r ac t l y  i s  l i t t l e,  bu t  com- 
pa r a t ive ly  some s in s  a re  g rea t e r  than  o the r s .  I t  i s  by  
inducing you to commit  these,  that  Satan wi l l  prepare  
you for and lead you on to practices of greater enormity.  
When under the inf luence of  temptat ion,  though i t  be  
to  a  s eeming ly  t r iv i a l  f au l t ,  a lway s  a sk  the  que s t ion ,  
‘What will this grow to?’

4 .  B e  ve r y  wa t c h f u l  a g a i n s t  c o m m o n  s i n s .  I t  i s  
wonderfu l  to think what  boldness  s inner s  of ten der ive  
f rom this  c i rcumstance,  and how hard i t  i s  to per suade  
them of  the danger  of  what  i s  common, and genera l ly  
pract i sed.  Even good men are  somet imes  car r ied away  
by  p r eva i l i n g  a n d  e p i d e m i c  s i n s .  H ow  f r e q u e n t  i s  
t he  remark ,  ‘ I f  t h i s  be  s in ,  I  am no t  s i ngu l a r  i n  the  
commiss ion of  i t ;  there are  many other s  gui l ty  a s  wel l  
a s  I ! ’ Common  s i n s  l e a d  t o  uncommon  one s .  I f  we  
fo l low o the r s  in  wha t  i s  ev i l  i n  l i t t l e  th ing s ,  we  a re  
prepar ing our se lves  to  fo l low evi l  examples  in  g reater  
matters.

5 .  Take  c a re  no t  t o  b e  m i s l e d  by  n ame s .  Look  a t 
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things as they are,  and do not consider them merely by  
the  t e r ms  employed  to  expre s s  them.  ‘Woe to  them,’  
s a id  the  p rophe t ,  ‘ tha t  c a l l  ev i l  good and  good ev i l ! ’  
This is often done: vice is called vir tue, and vir tue vice.  
Thu s  exce s s  and  i n t empe r ance  a re  o f t en  c a l l ed ,  and  
unhapp i l y  deemed  by  many,  a  soc i a l  d i s po s i t i on  and  
g ood  f e l l ow sh i p.  L ev i t y,  f o l l y,  a nd  even  o b s c en i t y,  
are cal led youthful spir i t ,  boyish cheerfulness ,  innocent  
l iber ty,  and good humour.  Pr ide,  mal ice,  and revenge,  
a re  c a l l ed  honour,  s p i r i t ,  and  d i gn i t y  o f  m ind .  Va in  
pomp,  luxur y,  and ext ravagance,  a re  s ty led  t a s te,  e le- 
gance,  and re f inement .  Under  such d i sgu i se s  does  s in  
o f ten concea l  i t se l f ,  and by such means  does  i t  entrap  
the  unwar y,  and conc i l i a te  the i r  rega rd .  Do not  then  
be  chea ted out  o f  v i r tue  by the  change o f  names ;  l i f t  
up the disguise, and ascer tain the real natures of things.  
Thi s  dece i t  a l so  d i s cover s  i t s e l f  by  i t s  counte r pa r t  in  
d i spa rag ing  t r ue  p ie ty  and  goodnes s  by  the  mos t  op- 
p rob r i ou s  t i t l e s .  Tende r ne s s  o f  con s c i ence  i s  c a l l e d  
r id icu lous  p rec i s ion ,  na r rownes s  o f  mind ,  and  super- 
s t i t i o u s  f e a r ;  z e a l  a g a i n s t  s i n  i s  m o ro s e n e s s ,  o r  i l l  
n a tu re ;  s e r iou sne s s  o f  mind  i s  repu l s ive  me l ancho ly ;  
s u p e r i o r  s a n c t i t y  i s  d i s g u s t i n g  hy p o c r i s y.  N ow,  a s  
nothing tends  more to di scredi t  goodness  than to g ive  
i t  an i l l  name, and as  not a few are led more by names  
than things ,  I  cannot g ive you a more impor tant  piece  
of advice, than to admonish you to be upon your guard  
aga in s t  th i s  decep t ion ,  o f  cover ing  s in  wi th  the  ga rb  
of virtue, and branding virtue with the name of sin.

6 .  S tudy  we l l  t he  pecu l i a r  t emp t a t i on s  o f  t he  new  
situation into which you are introduced, and anticipate,  
so  f a r  a s  i t  can be  done,  by  what  snare  you are  l ike ly  
to be tempted and led as tray.  Look around, and survey 
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your circumstances ,  that ,  ascer ta ining as  f ar  as  poss ible  
by what door temptation wil l  approach, you may be the  
be t t e r  p repa red  to  mee t  i t .  Remember,  i t  i s  o f  g rea t  
consequence to your future conduct and character, how  
you act immediately on ar r iving at  your new si tuat ion.  
The f i r s t  s teps in the path of goodness  or of  s in,  are,  I  
repeat  with emphas i s ,  f requent ly taken ver y soon af ter  
a young man leaves home.

CHAPTER 5
[This Chapter is omitted, as it consists of extracts of narratives  

(illustrative of the preceding chapter) quoted from The Happy  
Transformation, or the History of a London Apprentice; and from  
the Rev. Hubbard Winslow.] [added here]
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CHAPTER V.

THE DANGER OF YOUNG MEN AWAY FROM HOME  
PROVED AND ILLUSTRATED BY TWO EXAMPLES.

If  I  s e l e c t  b u t  t wo,  i t  i s  n o t  b e c a u s e  o n l y  t wo  
cou ld  be  found,  for,  a l a s !  they  occur  by  thousands ;  

bu t  bec au s e  i t  i s  no t  w i shed  to  swe l l  i n conven i en t - 
l y  t h e  bu l k  o f  t h i s  vo l u m e :  a n d  t h e  t wo  s e l e c t e d  
are adequate, as being the types of a large class.

A  y o u n g  m a n ,  w h o s e  h i s t o r y  i s  r e l a t e d  i n  a  
l i t t l e  b o o k  e n t i t l e d ,  T h e  H a p p y  Tr a n s f o r m a t i o n ;  
o r ,  t h e  H i s t o r y  o f  a  L o n d o n  A p p r e n t i c e , *  l e f t  
home  to  l e a r n  the  t r ade  o f  a  woo l l en-d r ape r  i n  t he  
m e t ro p o l i s .  H e  c a r r i e d  f ro m  h i s  f a t h e r ’s  h o u s e  a n  
u n b l e m i s h e d  m o r a l  r e p u t a t i o n ,  a n d  a  g e n e r a l  r e - 
s p e c t  f o r  r e l i g i o n .  H i s  s i t u a t i o n  wa s  a  l a b o r i o u s  
o n e ;  “ bu t ,” h e  o b s e r ve s ,  “ o f t e n  w h e n  t o i l i n g  h a rd  
through the day,  and t rave l l ing f rom one end of  Lon- 
don to  the  o ther,  ready to  s ink  wi th  f a t igue,  perhaps  
f rom s ix  o ’c lock in the mor ning t i l l  e leven o’c lock a t  
n i g h t ,  I  h ave  b e e n  c h e e r f u l  a n d  h a p py,  f r o m  t h e  
c on s i d e r a t i on  t h a t  I  wa s  i n  t h e  p a t h  o f  h on e s t  i n - 
d u s t r y,  a n d  t h a t  I  s h o u l d  o n e  d ay  r e a p  a  r ewa rd .  
I  f e l t  amb i t i ou s  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  s oo the  t h e  d e c l i n i ng  
ye a r s  o f  my  f a t h e r,  a nd  do  s ome th ing  f o r  h i s  com-

*  I  s h a l l  b e  h a p p y  i f  t h i s  n o t i c e  o f  t h e  w o r k  s h a l l  i n - 
d u c e  m a n y  y o u n g  m e n  t o  p u r c h a s e  a n d  r e a d  i t .  T h e  
work is published by Wightman, price 1s.
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f o r t  w h e n  h e  wa s  u n a b l e  t o  p rov i d e  f o r  h i m s e l f .  
T h e s e  f e e l i n g s  w a r m e d  m y  h e a r t  w h i l e  I  w a s  
h o n e s t ,  v i r t u o u s ,  a n d  h a p p y.” C o r r u p t e d ,  a s  I  
h ave  s hown  b e f o re ,  by  a  f e l l ow- app ren t i c e ,  h e  wa s  
s oon  i n i t i a t ed  i n to  t h e  p r a c t i c e s  o f  i n i qu i t y,  wh i ch  
e ve r y w h e r e  a b o u n d ,  a n d  i n  t h e  m e t ro p o l i s  s u p e r - 
a b o u n d .  P u b l i c  wo r s h i p  wa s  n e g l e c t e d ,  t h e  S a b - 
b a t h  h ab i t u a l l y  v i o l a t ed ,  eve r y  s c ene  o f  d i s s i p a t i on  
r e s o r t e d  t o ,  a n d  e ve r y  h a b i t  o f  v i c e  c o n t r a c t e d .  
Ye t  w i t h a l ,  m i s e r y  m ing l e d  w i t h  h i s  s i n f u l  g r a t i f i - 
c a t i o n s ;  t h e  c u p  o f  p l e a s u r e  wa s  e m b i t t e r e d  w i t h  
t h e  g a l l  a nd  wo r mwood  o f  remo r s e ;  a nd  unde r  t h e  
s t i n g s  o f  c o n s c i e n c e ,  a n d  t h e  h o p e l e s s n e s s  o f  i m - 
p rovement ,  he  a t  one  t ime  re so lved  on  s e l f -de s t r uc- 
t i o n — a  r e s o l u t i o n ,  by  t h e  i n t e r p o s i t i o n  o f  P rov i - 
d e n c e ,  h a p p i l y  p r e ve n t e d .  A t  l e n g t h ,  h i s  e x t r a v - 
a g a n c e  l e d  t o  h a b i t s  o f  d i s h o n e s t y.  H e  w a s  d e - 
t e c t e d ,  a r r e s t e d ,  a nd  conveyed  t o  p r i s on ,  a nd  t hu s  
r e l a t e s ,  i n  a  l e t t e r ,  t h e  s c en e  t o  wh i ch  h i s  c ou r s e s  
h a d  c o n d u c t e d  h i m ,  a n d  t h e  f e e l i n g s  w i t h  w h i c h  
he occupied it:—

“My dear Friend,
“ Yo u  w i l l  e a s i l y  c o n c e ive  w h i t h e r  s u c h  a  c o u r s e  

o f  v i c e  a s  t h e s e  l e t t e r s  h ave  p o r t r aye d  mu s t  h ave  
l e d ;  a n d  t h a t ,  h a v i n g  o n c e  b r o k e n  t h r o u g h  m y  
i n t e g r i t y,  s u ch  h a b i t s  wou l d  s oon  re n d e r  i t  n e c e s - 
s a r y  t o  ‘ a d d  i n i q u i t y  u n t o  i n i q u i t y.’  J u s t  s o  I  
f ound  i t ;  a nd  I  c ommenced  a  s y s t em  o f  d i s hone s t y  
a n d  b r e a c h  o f  c o n f i d e n c e  t ow a r d  m y  e m p l oye r s  
w h i c h  m i g h t  h ave  t e r m i n a t e d  i n  a n  i g n o m i n i o u s 
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d e a t h .  A t  f i r s t ,  a  f e w  s h i l l i n g s ,  a t  c o n v e n i e n t  
and f a r-d i s t ant  oppor tuni t ie s ,  su f f i ced ,  or  r a ther,  was  
a s  m u c h  a s  I  d a r e d  t o  t a ke ;  b u t  a t  l e n g t h  I  p ro - 
c e eded  t o  pound s .  I  c ou l d  no t ,  howeve r,  b e  h appy  
u n d e r  s u c h  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  a n d  I  p l a i n l y  s aw  t h a t  
r u i n  w o u l d  e n s u e :  I  w a s  t h e r e f o r e  a n x i o u s  t o  
l e ave  my  eng agemen t ,  a nd  en t e r  upon  s ome  cou r s e  
o f  b u s i n e s s  w h e r e  I  s h o u l d  b e  l e s s  e x p o s e d  t o  
t emp t a t i on ,  o r  whe re  I  cou l d  make  u s e  o f  on l y  my  
o w n  p r o p e r t y.  I  h a d  m a d e  s e v e r a l  a t t e m p t s  t o  
e f f e c t  my  p u r p o s e ,  a n d  s h o u l d  p ro b a b l y  h ave  s u c - 
c e eded ;  bu t ,  i n  t h e  mean  t ime,  s u s p i c i on  f e l l  upon  
m e .  A  s n a r e  wa s  l a i d  b y  o n e  o f  t h e  f i r m ,  a n d  I  
f e l l  i n t o  i t .  O h ,  w h a t  wo rd s  c a n  e x p r e s s  my  h o r - 
ro r,  when ,  on  one  S a t u rd ay  mor n ing ,  my  emp loye r  
c a l l e d  m e  i n t o  h i s  p a r l o u r ,  a n d  c h a r g e d  m e  w i t h  
r o b b e r y.  I  d e n i e d  t h e  c h a r g e :  h e  p e r s i s t e d ,  a n d  
b e g g e d  m e  t o  c o n f e s s ,  t h r e a t e n i n g  t o  s e n d  f o r  
a n  o f f i c e r  i f  I  d i d  n o t .  I  w a s  c o n f o u n d e d ,  a n d  
c o u l d  n o t  c o n f e s s ,  t h o u g h  I  w i s h e d  t o  d o  s o.  H e  
p roduced  my  s i gn a t u re  f o r  money  wh i ch  I  h ad  no t  
a c c o u n t e d  f o r :  I  s t i l l  e q u i vo c a t e d .  M y  b r o t h e r ,  
w h o  h a d  l a t e l y  e n g a g e d  i n  t h e  s a m e  h o u s e ,  wa s  
c a l l e d  i n .  O h ,  w h o  c a n  d e s c r i b e  h i s  a g o n y !  
He  con ju red  me  to  con f e s s  my  gu i l t ,  i f  gu i l t y ;  bu t ,  
w h i l e  I  h e s i t a t e d ,  o r  r a t h e r  a t t e m p t e d  t o  e x p l a i n ,  
t h e  p o l i c e - o f f i c e r  a r r i ve d .  M y  d r awe r s  a n d  b oxe s  
we r e  e x a m i n e d ,  a n d  s e v e r a l  s u s p i c i o u s  c i r c u m - 
s t a n c e s  a p p e a r e d .  I  wa s  g i ve n  u p  t o  t h e  o f f i c e r ,  
w h o  l e d  m e  o f f  t o  U n i o n  H a l l ,  a n d  p l a c e d  m e  i n  
t h e  p r i s o n e r ’s  b o x ,  w i t h  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  l o w e s t 
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b l a c k g u a r d s  L o n d o n  c o u l d  p r o d u c e .  A l a s !  w h a t  
a  s i t u a t i o n  wa s  I  i n !  O ve r w h e l m e d  w i t h  s h a m e ,  
I  s a n k  d ow n  o n  t h e  b ox ,  a n d  h i d  my s e l f  a m o n g  
t h e s e  w re t c h e s  by  s i t t i n g  o n  t h e  f l o o r .  A t  l e n g t h  
my  n a m e  wa s  c a l l e d  o u t ,  a n d  my  c h a r g e  r e a d  ove r  
t o  m e  i n  o p e n  c o u r t .  T h e  m a g i s t r a t e ,  h owe ve r ,  
a d v i s e d  m e  t o  m a k e  n o  r e p l y.  T h i s ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  
wa s  a t  t h e  i n s t i g a t i on  o f  my  emp loye r  and  b ro the r,  
who  w i s h ed  t o  avo i d  pu s h i n g  ma t t e r s  t o  a n  e x t re - 
m i t y  w i t h  m e .  I  w a s  t h e n  t a k e n  a w a y  b y  t h e  
o f f i c e r ,  f a s t e n e d  by  h a n d c u f f s  t o  a  d i r t y - l o o k i n g  
f e l l ow,  a n d  t h r u s t  i n t o  a  d a r k  h o l e .  T h e  bu s i n e s s  
o f  t h e  d ay,  a t  l e n g t h  c l o s e d  a t  t h e  o f f i c e ,  a  c a r l  
d rew  up  f o r  t h e  c r im in a l s ,  a nd  my s e l f ,  w i t h  a bou t  
a  d o z e n  o t h e r s ,  we r e  t h r u s t  i n t o  i t ,  h a n d c u f f e d ,  
a n d  t i e d  t o g e t h e r  b y  a  l o n g  c o r d .  I n  t h i s  w a y  
we  we r e  c o n d u c t e d  t o  H o r s e m o n g e r - l a n e  p r i s o n .  
H e r e  m y  a p p e a r a n c e  m a d e  m y  w r e t c h e d n e s s  t h e  
g r e a t e r ,  f o r  t h e  d a n d y i s m  o f  my  p e r s o n  a f f o r d e d  
t h e  p r i s o n e r s  f a i r  g ro u n d  f o r  t h e i r  s c u r r i l o u s  w i t .  
On  a r r iv i ng  a t  t h e  p r i s on ,  I  wa s  o rde red ,  i n  a  s av - 
a g e  vo i c e ,  t o  pu l l  o f f  my  boo t  wh i ch  wa s  re p l a c ed  
b y  a  h e av y  i r o n .  I n  v a i n  I  r e m o n s t r a t e d ;  a l l  t h e  
r e p l y  I  c o u l d  g e t  wa s ,  “ Pe o p l e  d o n ’t  c o m e  h e r e  
f o r  t h e i r  g o o d  b e h av i o u r .” M y  p e r s o n  wa s  s t r i c t l y  
s e a r c h e d ,  a n d  my  wa t c h ,  m o n ey,  a n d  e ve r y  t h i n g  
v a l u a b l e  w a s  t a k e n  f r o m  m e ;  s o  t h a t  I  w a s  l e f t  
w i t h o u t  a  f a r t h i n g  t o  h e l p  my s e l f .  T h u s ,  i n  t h e  
m i d d l e  o f  w i n t e r ,  t h e  d ay  b e f o r e  C h r i s t m a s - d ay,  
w h i c h  I  h a d  a n t i c i p a t e d  s p e n d i n g  w i t h  s o m e  g ay  
f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y,  wa s  I  t h r u s t  i n t o  a  c o l d 
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p r i s o n ;  a  s t o n e  c e l l  w a s  m y  s l e e p i n g - r o o m ,  a  
wooden  b l o ck  wa s  my  b ed s t e a d ,  a nd  a  l i t t l e ,  poo r,  
t h i n  c ove r i n g  wa s  a l l  I  h a d  t o  w r a p  my s e l f  u p  i n .  
B y  d a y  I  w a s  c a l l e d  t o  m i x  w i t h  a b o u t  t h i r t y  
a b andoned  s i nn e r s ,  i n  a  sma l l ,  d i r t y  a p a r tme n t , » i n  
m y  d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  p r i s o n ;  a n d ,  b y  n i g h t ,  w a s  
l o cked ,  bo l t ed ,  and  b a r red  i n  my  so l i t a r y  c e l l .  Our  
f o o d  c o n s i s t e d  o f  b re a d  a n d  wa t e r ,  w i t h ,  n ow  a n d  
t h en  a  l i t t l e  s oup,  s upp l i e d  by  t h e  ch a r i t y  o f  s ome  
b e n evo l e n t  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  n e i g h b o u r h o o d .  M y  l e g s  
we re  g a l l e d  w i th  t he  he avy  i ron ,  and  my  d i s t r a c t ed  
m i n d  m u c h  m o r e  g a l l e d  b y  a  s e n s e  o f  my  s h a m e  
and guilt.

“ O h  w h a t  a  s c e n e  d o e s  a  c o m m o n  p r i s o n  p r e - 
s e n t !  A n d  h o w  m u c h  f i t t e d  i s  s u c h  a  p l a c e  t o  
h a rd en  t h e  i nma t e s  i n  c r ime,  a nd  t o  t u r n  even  t h e  
w e l l - d i s p o s e d  i n t o  c o n s u m m a t e  v i l l a i n s .  H e r e  
eve r y  t h i n g  w i c ke d  a n d  a b o m i n a b l e  i s  l a u g h e d  a t .  
T h e  m a n  w h o  m a n i f e s t s  a ny  R e m o r s e  i s  b a n t e r e d  
a n d  r i d i c u l e d ,  t i l l  h e  i s  g l a d  t o  s h a ke  i t  o f f ,  a n d  
s e a r  h i s  c o n s c i e n c e .  I f  a n y  o n e  s e e m e d  d i s p o s e d  
t o  p l e ad  gu i l t y  o f  h i s  ch a r g e,  h e  wa s  t aun t ed  w i th ,  
‘ O h !  yo u  a r e  g o i n g  t o  t e l l  G o d  A l m i g h t y ’s  t r u t h ,  
a r e  y o u ? ’ P l a n s  o f  v i l l a n y  a r e  t a l k e d  o v e r ;  t h e  
d i f f e ren t  mean s  o f  d i s po s i ng  o f  s t o l en  p rope r t y  a re  
po in t ed  ou t ;  t e chn i c a l  l a nguage  i s  t a ugh t  f o r  eve r y  
pu r po s e ;  a nd ,  i n  s ho r t ,  a n  i n t roduc t i on  i s  a f f o rd ed  
t o  e ve r y  v i c e  t h e  d e v i l  c a n  w i s h  h i s  vo t a r i e s  t o  
e n g a g e  i n .  I  wa s  a t  f i r s t  d i s g u s t e d  a n d  d i s m aye d ,  
bu t  ma t t e r s  O f  conven i ence  i nduced  me  t o  t r y  and  
f o r g e t  my s e l f ,  a nd  de s c end  t o  t h e  b a s e  l eve l  o f  t h e 
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w i c ke d  t h ro n g .  I  j o i n e d  t h e m  i n  s e ve r a l  o f  t h e i r  
l ow reve l r i e s ,  and  fo rced  myse l f  i n to  a  so r t  o f  com- 
placence of their conduct.

“ I  a t  f i r s t  t h o u g h t  I  s h o u l d  b e  l e f t  t o  s u f f e r  
a l one,  and  my  coun t r y  f r i end s  know no th ing  o f  my  
d i s g r a c e :  b u t  h e r e  a l s o  I  wa s  d i s a p p o i n t e d ;  f o r  a  
l a d  f r o m  my  n a t i ve  t ow n  s aw  a n d  k n e w  m e ,  a n d  
c a r r i ed  t h e  news  o f  my  imp r i s onmen t  down  among  
my  f r i e n d s .  I  wa s  c o n f o u n d e d  a n d  a s t o n i s h e d  a t  
w h a t  I  h a d  d o n e ;  b u t  m y  s e v e r e s t  e x e r c i s e s  o f  
m ind  re f e r re d  t o  t h e  a ngu i s h  t h a t  I  kn ew  I  s hou l d  
b r i n g  U p o n  t h e  m i n d  o f  m y  a g e d  f a t h e r .  I  f e l t  
t h a t  I  s h o u l d  b r i n g  d ow n  h i s  “  g r a y  h a i r s  w i t h  
s o r r o w  t o  t h e  g r a v e .”  M y  n i g h t s  w e r e  t o  m e  
i n t o l e r a b l e .  I  wa s  t h e n  l e f t  a l o n e  i n  my  g l o o m ,  
t o  rev i ew  t h e  p a s t ,  a nd  f e e l  t h e  upb r a i d i ng s  o f  my  
g u i l t y  c o n s c i e n c e .  I  wo u l d  g l a d l y  h a ve  e s c a p e d ;  
b u t  I  h a d  n ow  n o  w i s h  t o  l a y  v i o l e n t  h a n d s  o n  
my s e l f .  I  wa s  d e t e r m i n e d  n o t  t o  a d d  t o  my  l o a d  
o f  c r i m e ,  bu t  t o  s u b m i t  t o  w h a t eve r  m i g h t  c o m e  
upon me.”

I  n ow  p r e s e n t  t o  yo u  a  s t i l l  m o r e  aw f u l  s c e n e  
a n d  m o re  t r a g i c  n a r r a t i ve  t h a n  t h i s ,  w h i c h  i s  r e - 
lated by the Rev. Hubbard Winslow, of America:—

“ T h e  i n s p i r e d  w r i t e r  s ay s ,  ‘ S o m e  m e n ’s  s i n s  a r e  
o p e n  b e f o r e h a n d ,  g o i n g  b e f o r e  t o  j u d g m e n t ;  a n d  
s o m e  m e n  t h e y  f o l l ow  a f t e r ,’ 1  T i m .  v.  2 4 .  T h a t  
i s ,  s ome t ime s  s i n  b e g i n s  t o  b e  ove r t a ken  w i t h  re t - 
r i bu t i on s  i n  t h e  p re s en t  wor l d ,  s o  f a r  a t  l e a s t  a s  t o  
i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we  a r e  u n d e r  a  r i g h t e o u s  
m o r a l  g ove r n m e n t .  S u c h  i n s t a n c e s  s e e m  t o  a n t i -
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c i p a t e  t h e  r e t r i b u t i o n s  o f  e t e r n i t y.  M a n y  a r e  s o  
s c e p t i c a l  i n  r e g a rd  t o  w h a t  l i e s  b eyo n d  t h e  g r ave ,  
t h a t  G o d  s o m e t i m e s  b r i n g s  t h e  j u d g m e n t ,  a s  i t  
we re ,  t o  t h i s  s i d e  o f  i t .  A s  h e  s o m e t i m e s  g r a n t s  a  
po r t i on  o f  t h e  ve r y  j oy s  o f  h e aven  to  t h e  s ou l  o f  a  
d y i n g  C h r i s t i a n ,  t h a t  h e  m ay  t h e r e by  e n c o u r a g e  
t h e  p i o u s  i n  t h e  way  o f  o b e d i e n c e ,  h e  a l s o  s o m e - 
t ime s  s end s  a  po r t ion  o f  the  ve r y  woe s  o f  pe rd i t i on  
t o  t he  s ou l  o f  t h e  dy ing  s i nne r,  t h a t  he  may  the re - 
b y  t e a c h  t h e  w i c ke d  t o  t u r n  f r o m  h i s  e v i l  way s ,  
and live.

“ A s  a n  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  t h i s ,  I  h a v e  c o n c l u d e d ,  
a f t e r  mu c h  h e s i t a t i o n ,  t o  m e n t i o n  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r s  
o f  a  c a s e  w h i c h  f e l l  u n d e r  my  ow n  o b s e r va t i o n .  I  
s h a l l  s t a t e  t h e  f a c t s  a s  t h ey  o c cu r re d ,  w i t hou t  a ny  
exaggeration or embellishment.

“ A  y o u n g  m a n  l e f t  h i s  f a t h e r ’s  h o u s e  i n  t h e  
c o u n t r y,  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  f i f t e e n .  H e  h a d  a  p i o u s  
mo the r,  and  had  been  the  sub j e c t  o f  e a r l y  re l i g iou s  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  a n d  i m p r e s s i o n s .  A f t e r  h e  b e g a n  t o  
r e s i d e  i n  t h e  c i t y,  a c c o rd i n g  t o  h i s  p a re n t ’s  d i r e c - 
t i o n s ,  h e  a t t e n d e d  f o r  a  w h i l e  u p o n  t h e  f a i t h f u l  
p re a ch ing  o f  t he  go spe l ,  and  wa s  o f  hope fu l  h ab i t s .  
H e ,  h owe ve r ,  k e p t  h i m s e l f  a l o o f  f r o m  t h e  m o r e  
pe r sona l  and  spec i a l  mean s  o f  re l i g ion ,  ye t  s t i l l  b e - 
l i ev i ng  i t  t o  b e  impo r t an t ,  and  de s i gn ing  t o  a t t end  
t o  i t  a t  a  f u t u re  t ime.  He  f o r med  a n  a c qu a i n t a n c e  
w i th  a s s o c i a t e s  l e s s  f avou r ab l e  t o  p i e t y,  w i th  whom  
h i s  f e e l i n g s  g r a d u a l l y  l e a r n e d  t o  s y m p a t h i z e .  H e  
wen t  on  i n  t h i s  way  f o r  f ou r  o r  f ive  ye a r s  w i t hou t  
mu c h  o bv i o u s  c h a n g e ;  t h o u g h  h e  wa s ,  o f  c o u r s e , 
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re s i s t i n g  conv i c t i on s ,  h a rd en ing  h i s  h e a r t ,  g r i ev i ng  
t he  Sp i r i t  o f  God ,  and  l ay ing  the  f ounda t i on  o f  h i s  
m o r a l  r u i n ,  H e  o f t e n  r e c e i v e d  l e t t e r s  f r o m  h i s  
m o t h e r ,  r e m i n d i n g  h i m  o f  h i s  d u t y,  a n d  u r g i n g  
h im  t o  i t ;  ove r  s ome  o f  wh i ch  h e  wa s  c o n s t r a i n ed  
to drop a tear, and make good resolutions.

“ B u t  t h e  w a y  o f  h i s  h e a r t  w a s  b a c k w a r d  f r o m  
G o d .  E ve r y  m o n t h  h a rd e n e d  h i m  t h e  m o re  i n  i m - 
p i e t y.  H e  a t  l e n g t h  b e g a n  t o  v i s i t  r a t h e r  f r e e l y  
t h e  t h e a t r e ,  a n d  o t h e r  d i s s i p a t i n g  a mu s e m e n t s  a n d  
p l e a s u r e s .  H i s  p l a c e  i n  t h e  h o u s e  o f  G o d  w a s  
s o m e t i m e s  v a c a t e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  
a n d  h e  wa s  s c a r c e l y  eve r  a t  t h e  eve n i n g  r e l i g i o u s  
l e c t u r e s .  H i s  m o t h e r ’s  l e t t e r s  h e  r e a d  w i t h  l e s s  
a t t e n t i on  t h an  f o r me r l y ;  f o r  h e  h ad  b e gun  t o  s up - 
p o s e  h i m s e l f  a  yo u n g  m a n  o f  s o m e  c o n s e q u e n c e ,  
q u i t e  c o m p e t e n t  t o  t h i n k  a n d  j u d g e  f o r  h i m s e l f ,  
w i t h o u t  h e r  a s s i s t a n c e :  h e  t h o u g h t ,  i n d e e d ,  s h e  
wa s  a  k i nd  a nd  good  mo th e r,  bu t  t h a t  s h e  d i d  no t  
k n ow  s o  mu c h  a b o u t  t h e  c u s t o m s  o f  t h e  c i t y,  a n d  
w h a t  wa s  m o s t  b e c o m i n g  a  yo u n g  m a n  i n  h i s  s i t - 
uation, as himself.

“ A b o u t  t h i s  t i m e ,  h e  f e l l  i n  w i t h  s o m e  s c e p t i c a l  
w r i t i n g s .  He  a t  f i r s t  h e s i t a t e d  a s  t o  r e a d i n g  t h e m ;  
b u t  a s  h e  h a d  a t t e n d e d  i n f i d e l  m e e t i n g s  o n c e  o r  
t w i c e  w i t h o u t  e x p e r i e n c i n g  a ny  h a r m ,  h e  t h o u g h t  
t h e r e  c o u l d  b e  n o  d a n g e r  i n  j u s t  s e e i n g  w h a t  i t s  
w r i t e r s  h a d  t o  s ay,  e s p e c i a l l y  a s  i t  wa s  h i s  p r i n c i - 
p l e  t o  examine  a l l  s i d e s .  He  f i r s t  re ad ,  t hen  doub t - 
ed ,  t h en  beg an  t o  be  more  w i s e  t h an  a l l  h i s  t e a ch - 
e r s ;  a nd  a t  l e ng th  s l i d  qu i t e  ove r  i n t o  t h e  yawn ing 
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g u l f !  H i s  s e a t  i n  t h e  h o u s e  o f  G o d ,  a t  f i r s t  o n l y  
occasionally deserted, was at length quite forsaken.

“ H e  wa s  n ow  q u i t e  p r e p a r e d  f o r  m o re  d e s p e r a t e  
s t e p s .  H e  l o s t  h i s  s i t u a t i o n  f r o m  c e r t a i n  i r r e g u - 
l a r i t i e s  a nd  v i c e s ;  a nd  a l l  k now  how  d i f f i c u l t  i t  i s  
f o r  a  yo u n g  m a n  t o  o b t a i n  a  s e c o n d  p l a c e ,  w h e n  
t h e  f i r s t  i s  f o r f e i t e d  by  i m p ro p e r  c o n d u c t .  H e  a t  
l eng th  succeeded  in  f i nd ing  emp loyment ,  bu t  i t  wa s  
n o t  s u c h  a s  h e  h a d  l o s t .  I t  wa s  a  m u c h  h u m b l e r  
and  more  men i a l  cond i t ion  to  wh ich  he  found  h im- 
s e l f  r e d u c e d .  H i s  a m b i t i o n  wa s  b ro ke n  d ow n ;  h e  
w a s  m o r t i f i e d  a n d  d i s c o u r a g e d .  T h i s  s u b j e c t e d  
h i m  s t i l l  m o re  t o  t h e  p owe r  o f  t h e  b a s e r  m o t ive s .  
To  t h e s e  h e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  y i e l d  m o r e  a n d  m o r e ;  
l o s i ng  o f  cou r s e  wha t  rema ined  o f  s e l f - re s pec t ,  and  
f a l l i n g  u n d e r  t h o s e  s e ve r e  l a s h e s  o f  s e l f - r e p ro a c h  
wh i ch ,  i f  t hey  do  no t  b r ing  to  repen t ance,  d r ive  to  
more desperate lengths in sin.

“ I  w i l l  n o t  d e t a i l  t h e  s a d  p a r t i c u l a r s  r e s p e c t i n g  
h i s  s ub s equen t  c ou r s e  f o r  f ou r  o r  f i ve  ye a r s .  A f t e r  
s e ve r a l  f r u i t l e s s  a t t e m p t s  t o  r e t r i e ve  h i s  c i r c u m - 
s t a n c e s ,  h e  ch anged  h i s  p l a c e  o f  r e s i d en c e ,  hop i ng  
t o  d o  b e t t e r .  B u t  h i s  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  h a b i t s  we n t  
w i t h  h im .  Fo r  f i ve  ye a r s  h e  d i d  no t  w r i t e  a  s i n g l e  
l e t t e r  t o  h i s  p a r e n t s ,  a n d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  s t a t e - 
ment  they  d id  no t  know any  th ing  o f  h im;  a l though  
t h ey  we re  m o s t  o f  t h e  t i m e  o n l y  a b o u t  a  h u n d re d  
a n d  f i f t y  m i l e s  d i s t a n t .  B u t  h e  h a d  d e t e r m i n e d  
t h a t  n e i t h e r  t h ey  n o r  a ny  o f  h i s  f o r m e r  a c q u a i n t - 
a n c e s  s h o u l d  k n ow  w h e re  h e  wa s ,  o r  w h a t  h e  wa a  
doing.
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“ H e  a t t e m p t e d  t o  a c t  u p o n  t h e  s t a g e ,  bu t  c o u l d  
n o t  s u c c e e d .  H e  eve n  u n d e r t o o k  t o  b e  a  j u g g l e r ,  
b u t  s o o n  f o u n d  i t  q u i t e  o u t  o f  h i s  p rov i n c e .  H e  
b e g a n  t o  g a m b l e ;  b u t  u s u a l l y  l o s t  w h e n  h e  h a d  
a ny  t h i n g  t o  l o s e .  H ow  h e  o b t a i n e d  t h e  m e a n s  o f  
s ub s i s t ence  du r i ng  h i s  ye a r s  o f  p ro f l i g a cy,  t h ey  c an  
t e l l  w h o  a r e  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  t h a t  m a n n e r  o f  l i f e  
b e t t e r  t h a n  I  c a n .  H e  w a n d e r e d  f r o m  p l a c e  t o  
p l a c e ,  p ro d i g a l ,  r e c k l e s s ,  f o r l o r n ,  r a p i d l y  wa s t i n g  
h i s  h e a l t h ,  t i l l  a t  l e n g t h  h e  wa s  r e d u c e d  t o  t h e  
condition in which I first saw him.

“ O n e  d ay  a n  i n d iv i d u a l  a p p l i e d  t o  m e,  a n d  s a i d ,  
‘ T h e r e  i s  a  yo u n g  m a n  a t  my  h o u s e ,  w h o m  I  a m  
d e s i r o u s  yo u  s h o u l d  v i s i t .  We  t o o k  h i m  i n  s o m e  
t h re e  o r  f ou r  week s  s i n ce,  ou t  o f  ch a r i t y ;  f o r  he  i s  
d e s t i t u t e ,  h o m e l e s s ,  a n d  s i c k ;  a l t h o u g h  h e  i s  a  
young  man  o f  r e s p e c t a b l e  manne r s ,  a nd  a pp e a r s  t o  
h a ve  s e e n  b e t t e r  d a y s .  B u t  we  c a n n o t  g e t  m u c h  
o u t  o f  h i m .  H e  i s  n o t  i n c l i n e d  t o  t a l k .  T h e  p hy - 
s i c i a n  t h i n k s  t h a t  h e  i s  i n  a  f i xe d  a n d  r a p i d  c o n - 
s u m p t i o n .  H e  h a s  a  w a s t i n g  c o u g h ,  w i t h  n i g h t  
swe a t s ,  s e e m s  t o  b e  ve r y  mu c h  d e j e c t e d ,  s ay s  bu t  
l i t t l e ,  a nd  i s  a t  t ime s  a pp a ren t l y  i n  ve r y  g re a t  d i s - 
t r e s s  o f  m i n d .  I  a s k e d  h i m  i f  h e  wa s  w i l l i n g  t o  
s e e  a  m i n i s t e r  o r  s o m e  o t h e r  C h r i s t i a n  f r i e n d :  h e  
at first refused; but has since consented.’

“ I ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t o o k  a n  e a r l y  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  v i s i t  
h im ,  and  f ound  h i s  c ond i t i on  even  wo r s e  t h an  h ad  
b e e n  r e p r e s e n t e d .  I t  p r e s e n t e d  a  w a n ,  g h a s t l y  
coun tenance,  a  s unken  eye,  a  ho l l ow vo i ce,  a s  f rom  
(he  tomb,  an  expre s s ion  o f  in to l e r ab l e  anx i e ty  upon 
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h i s  c o u n t e n a n c e ,  e ve r y  t h i n g  i n d i c a t i n g  e x t r e m e  
w r e t c h e d n e s s  a n d  a n  o p e n i n g  g r a v e .  H e  w a s  a t  
f i r s t  d i s i nc l i ned  to  conve r s e ;  he  s eemed  to  be  com- 
p l e t e l y  r e s e r ve d ,  a n d  n o  e f f o r t s  c o u l d  d r aw  h i m  
f o r t h .  I  a d d r e s s e d  a  f ew  wo rd s  t o  h i m ,  s u c h  a s  I  
t hough t  b e s t  c a l cu l a t ed  t o  l e ad  h i s  t hough t s  t o  t h e  
S av i o u r ,  a n d  w i t h  h i s  p e r m i s s i o n  o f f e r e d  a  s h o r t  
p r aye r .  O n  r e t i r i n g ,  I  a s ke d  h i m  i f  h e  wo u l d  l i ke  
to have me call again. He assented.

“ S o o n  a f t e r ,  I  r e n e w e d  t h e  v i s i t .  H e  w a s  l y - 
i n g  i n  b e d ,  a n d  h a d  j u s t  r e c ove r e d  f ro m  a  s e ve r e  
p a r o x y s m  o f  c o u g h i n g .  A f t e r  a  s h o r t  t i m e ,  h e  
b e c ko n e d  m e  t o  h i m ,  a n d  w i t h  a  l ow  vo i c e  s a i d  
h e  s hou ld  l i ke  t o  s e e  me  a l one  f o r  a  f ew  momen t s .  
T h e  nu r s e  a n d  l a d y  o f  t h e  h o u s e ,  w h o  we re  p r e s - 
e n t ,  l e f t  t h e  r o o m .  W h e n  w e  w e r e  a l o n e ,  h e  
f i xe d  h i s  e ye s  u p o n  m e  i n  s i l e n c e .  T h e r e  s e e m e d  
t o  b e  a  c o n f l i c t  i n  h i s  m i n d ,  w h e t h e r  t o  s p e a k  o r  
re f r a i n .  A t  l eng th  h i s  s t r ugg l i ng  s p i r i t  bu r s t  i t s  en - 
closure, and he began to tell something of his history.

“ H e  w a s  n o w  i n  h i s  t w e n t y - s i x t h  y e a r .  F o r  
n e a r l y  f i ve  ye a r s  h e  h a d  b e e n ,  a s  h e  s u p p o s e d ,  a - 
c o n f i r m e d  i n f i d e l .  H e  h a d  b e c o m e  a n  a l i e n  f ro m  
h i s  p a ren t s ,  t h ey  d i d  no t  even  know whe re  he  wa s ,  
n o r  wa s  h e  w i l l i n g  t h a t  t h ey  s h o u l d .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  
h e  h a d  r u i n e d  h i m s e l f .  H e  s aw  c l e a r l y  w h e r e  t h e  
work  o f  r u in  commenced ;  i t  wa s  in  h i s  re s i s t i ng  h i s  
e a r l y  conv i c t i on s  o f  t r u th  and  du t y.  H i s  f a t h e r  wa s  
no t  a  god l y  man ;  bu t  h i s  mo the r  wa s  p iou s ,  and  he  
had no doubt she had wept r ivers of tears over him.

“ A f t e r  a  g u s t  o f  e m o t i o n ,  w h i c h  f o r  a  m o m e n t 
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s u spended  h i s  u t t e r ance,  he  p roceeded :—I t  wa s  no t  
i n f i d e l i t y  t h a t  r u i n e d  h i m ;  t h e  p ro c u r i n g  c a u s e  o f  
h i s  r u i n  l ay  f a r t h e r  b a c k .  H e  wa s  v i r t u a l l y  r u i n e d  
b e f o r e  h e  b e c a m e  a n  a vowe d  i n f i d e l .  I t  w a s  h i s  
r e s i s t i n g  t h e  a d m o n i t i o n s  o f  G o d  a n d  t h e  s t r i v i n g  
o f  h i s  Sp i r i t ,  t h a t  made  h im  an  i n f i d e l ;  bu t  h i s  i n - 
f i d e l i t y  h a d  s e r ve d  t o  p l u n g e  h i m  i n t o  m o re  o p e n  
a n d  d e s p e r a t e  i n i q u i t i e s .  S i n c e  h e  h a d  e m b r a c e d  
i n f i d e l i t y,  h e  h a d  c o m m i t t e d  v i c e s  a t  w h i c h  h i s  
e a r l i e r  yo u t h  wo u l d  h ave  s h u d d e r e d :  f r a u d ,  g a m - 
b l i n g ,  d r u n ke n n e s s ,  s e d u c t i o n ;  h e  h a d  l e d  o t h e r s  
into the same vices.

“ ‘ B u t  t h e s e ,’ c o n t i n u e d  h e ,  ‘ a r e  o n l y  t h e  wa r t s  
a nd  e x c re s c en c e s  o f  my  r u i n ed  ch a r a c t e r ;  t h e  r u i n  
i t s e l f  l i e s  d e e p  i n  t h e  s o u l ,  a n d  t h e  m i s e r y  w i t h  
w h i c h  i t  i s  ove r t a ke n  h e re  i s  o n l y  p re m o n i t o r y  o f  
t h e  eve r l a s t i n g  m i s e r y  w h i c h  awa i t s  i t  b eyo n d  t h e  
g r ave .  Fo r  s eve r a l  ye a r s  I  h ave  t r i e d  t o  d i s b e l i eve  
t h e  B i b l e .  I  h ave  s u c c e e d e d .  I  h ave  b e e n  a  c o n - 
f i r m e d  i n f i d e l .  M o r e  t h a n  t h a t — I  h a ve  b e e n  a n  
a t h e i s t .  I  u s e d  t o  h e a r  i t  s a i d  t h a t  n o  m a n  c o u l d  
b e  r e a l l y  a n  a t h e i s t ;  b u t  I  k n ow  t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y.  
I  h a ve  b e e n  a n  a t h e i s t .  I  h a ve  p e r f e c t l y  a n d  f a - 
t a l l y  s u c c e e d e d  i n  b e i n g  g i v e n  ove r  t o  a  s t r o n g  
d e l u s i on ,  t o  b e l i eve  a  l i e  t h a t  I  m i gh t  b e  d amned ,  
b e c a u s e  I  o b eye d  n o t  t h e  t r u t h ,  bu t  h a d  p l e a s u r e  
i n  u n r i g h t e o u s n e s s .  B u t  I  a m  n o  l o n g e r  a n  a t h e - 
i s t ,  I  a m  c o nv i n c e d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  G o d .  I  f e e l ,  I  
k n ow,  t h a t  I  a m  a n  a c c o u n t a b l e  b e i n g ,  a n d  t h a t  a  
r ighteous judgment awaits me in eternity.’

“ A f t e r  a  m o m e n t ’s  r e s t ,  h i s  c o u n t e n a n c e  g a t h e r -
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i n g  m o re  i n t e n s i t y  o f  e x p r e s s i o n ,  h e  a d d e d ,  w i t h  
i n c r e a s e d  e n e r g y,  ‘ B u t  t h e  m o s t  t e r r i b l e  t h i n g  t o  
r e f l e c t  o n  i s ,  t h a t  I  h ave  n o t  o n l y  r u i n e d  my s e l f ,  
bu t  h ave  b e en  t h e  c au s e  o f  l e a d i ng  o t h e r s  t o  r u i n .  
O h ,  I  a m  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  e ve r l a s t i n g  e xe c r a t i o n  o f  
r u i n e d  s o u l s  m u s t  f o l l ow  m e  i n t o  e t e r n i t y !  O h  
t h a t  I  h a d  n eve r  b e e n  b o r n ,  o r  h a d  s u n k  i n  d e a t h  
upon my mother’s arms!’

“ I  h e r e  e n d e avo u r e d  t o  c a s t  o i l  u p o n  t h e  r i s i n g  
wave s  o f  e m o t i o n ,  a n d  t o  c a l m  h i s  t e m p e s t u o u s  
s p i r i t ,  b y  r e m i n d i n g  h i m  o f  t h e  g r e a t  m e r c y  a n d  
f o r g i ve n e s s  t h e r e  i s  i n  G o d .  ‘ N o,’ r e p l i e d  h e ,’ n o t  
f o r  me :  I  c anno t  b e  f o r g iven ,  and  I  c anno t  repen t .  
M y  d a y  o f  g r a c e  i s  a l l  o v e r .  B u t  I  f e e l  g r e a t l y  
r e l i e v e d  s i n c e  I  h a v e  t o l d  y o u  m y  s t o r y.  I  a m  
g l a d  yo u  c a m e ,  s i r .  W re t c h e d  a s  I  a m ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  
b e s t  m o m e n t  I  h ave  s e e n  f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e .  I  h ave  
h i t h e r t o  ke p t  a l l  t h i s  t o  my s e l f ,  i t  h a s  b e e n  a s  a  
f i r e  s h u t  u p  i n  my  b r e a s t .  I  h ave  n o t  k n ow n  o n e  
hou r  o f  p e a c e  s i n c e  I  l e f t  t h e  p a t h s  o f  v i r t u e ;  a nd  
f o r  t w o  o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  I  h a v e  b e e n  p e r f e c t l y  
w r e t c h e d .  I  h a v e  o f t e n  b e e n  u p o n  t h e  p o i n t  o f  
committing suicide.’

“ A f t e r  a  f ew  wo rd s  i n t e n d e d  t o  d i r e c t  h i s  m i n d  
t o  t h e  s ou rc e  o f  hope,  I  l e f t  h im ,  p romi s i ng  t o  s e e  
h i m  a g a i n  t h e  n e x t  m o r n i n g ,  i f  h e  s h o u l d  s u r v i ve  
t i l l  t h en .  He  d i d  s u r v ive—the  mo r n i n g  c a me ;  bu t ’  
i t  wa s  n o  m o r n i n g  t o  h i m .  T h e  swe e t  r ay s  o f  t h e  
r i s i n g  s un  s ho t  no  k i nd l i ng  g l e am  o f  hope  i n to  h i s  
d a r k  a nd  t roub l e d  s ou l .  I  h a d  hoped ,  I  h a d  a lmo s t  
expected, to find it otherwise.
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“ I  h ave  s o m ew h a t  d o u b t e d  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  e x - 
ped i ency  o f  re l a t i ng  h i s  exp re s s i on s  the  nex t  mor n- 
i ng ,  bu t  a s  I  h ave  unde r t aken  to  repo r t  t he  f a c t s  a s  
t hey  we re,  I  do  no t  know tha t  I  s hou ld  do  r i gh t  t o  
w i t hho l d  a  p a r t  o f  t h em ;  e s p e c i a l l y  a s  h e  no t  on l y  
p e r m i t t ed  bu t  reque s t ed  me  t o  a dmon i s h  a l l  o t h e r s  
by  h i s  e x a m p l e ,  i f  p e r a d ve n t u re  h e  m i g h t  s e r ve  a s  
a  b e a c o n  t o  wa r n  t h e m  o f f  f r o m  t h e  vo r t e x  i n t o  
w h i c h  h e  h a d  b e e n  d r aw n .  H e  h a d  n o  l o n g e r  a ny  
w i s h  t o  c o n c e a l  a n y  t h i n g ;  h e  s e e m e d  r a t h e r  t o  
w i s h  t o  p ro c l a i m  h i s  w r e t c h e d n e s s  t o  t h e  wo r l d .  
H e  wa s  d e a d  t o  h o p e  a n d  a l i ve  t o  d e s p a i r .  “ Wi t h  
r e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  h i s  p a s t  l i f e ,  a n  awa ke n e d  c o n - 
s c i e n c e ,  e t e r n i t y  f u l l  i n  v i e w  b u t  a  s t e p  b e f o r e  
h i m ,  a n d  e ve r y  g l e a m  o f  h o p e  e x c l u d e d , — o h ,  i t  
wa s  i n d e e d  a  p a i n f u l  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n s p i r e d  
t r u t h ,  t h a t ’ s o m e  m e n ’s  s i n s  a r e  o p e n  b e f o r e h a n d ,  
going before to judgment.’

“ T h e  f o l l ow i n g  c o nve r s a t i o n  t o o k  p l a c e  o n  t h e  
occasion now referred to:—

“‘ How do you do, my fr iend, this morning?’
“ ‘ A s  m i s e r a b l e  a s  s i n  a n d  w r a t h  c a n  m a k e  

me!’
“ T h i s  h e  s a i d  w i t h  a n  e m p h a s i s ,  w h i c h  s u r - 

prised and startled me.
“‘And did you obtain no rest last night?’
“ ‘ N o t  a  m o m e n t ’s  r e s t ;  m y  s o u l  h a s  b e e n  i n  

perfect misery.’
“ ‘ B u t  yo u  a r e  e x c i t e d ;  yo u r  b o d y  i s  d i s e a s e d ,  

a n d  yo u r  m i n d  i s  we a k  a n d  m o r b i d .  Yo u  o u g h t  
t o  e n d e avo u r  t o  c o m p o s e  yo u r s e l f  t o  r e s t ,  t o  b e -
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come  c a lm ,  a nd  t o  l ook  t o  t h a t  s ou rc e  o f  f o r g ive - 
n e s s  a n d  m e rc y  w h i c h  i s  s t i l l  o p e n  t o  yo u ,  i f  yo u  
repent and believe.’

“ ‘ N o ,  n o ,  i t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e !  I  c a n n o t  c o m p o s e  
my s e l f ,  I  c anno t  be  c a lm .  My  body  i s  we l l  enough ,  
bu t  my  s ou l  h a s  b e en  i n  h e l l  a l l  n i g h t !  I  h ave  d e - 
n i e d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  h e l l :  I  h a ve  s c o f f e d  a t  i t ;  I  
h ave  i nduced  o t h e r s  t o  do  t h e  s ame,  a nd  now  God  
i s  c o nv i n c i n g  m e  o f  my  e r r o r .  O h ,  I  k n ow  n ow  
tha t  the re  i s  a  he l l ;  I  f e e l  i t  i n  my  own sp i r i t .  I  am  
g l a d  t h a t  yo u  h a ve  c o m e  t o  s e e  m e ,  t h a t  I  m a y  
t e l l  you  how mi s e r ab l e  I  am.  Th i s  i s  t he  on ly  re l i e f  
I  c a n  g e t .  Yo u  a r e  t h e  f i r s t  p e r s o n  t o  w h o m  I  
h ave  ve n t u r e d  t o  m a ke  k n ow n  my  m i s e r y.  I  h ave  
f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e  k e p t  i t  t o  my s e l f ;  b u t  I  c a n  n o  
longer conceal it.’

“ ‘ I t  i s  we l l  f o r  yo u  t o  a c k n ow l e d g e  yo u r  s i n s .  
Bu t  you  s hou l d  con f e s s  t h em to  God ,  a s  we l l  a s  t o  
yo u r  f e l l ow - m e n .  H e  h a s  s a i d ,  ‘ A c k n ow l e d g e  t hy  
t r a n s g r e s s i o n s ; ’ a n d  m o re ove r ,’ H e  t h a t  c o n f e s s e t h  
a n d  f o r s a k e t h  h i s  s i n s ,  s h a l l  f i n d  m e r c y . ’  
“ ‘ N o ,  n o ,  I  c a n n o t  a p p r o a c h  G o d — I  c a n n o t  
m e e t  h i m — I  c a n n o t !  O h  t h a t  t h e  s a m e  g r a v e  
wh i ch  w i l l  s oon  bu r y  my  body,  cou ld  bu r y  my  sou l  
w i t h  i t .  O h  t h a t  I  m i g h t  b e  a n n i h i l a t e d !  T h i s  
i s  w h a t  I  h ave  l o n g  h o p e d  f o r  a n d  e x p e c t e d ;  bu t  
t h i s  hope  ha s  f a i l ed  me.  I  neve r  be fo re  re a l i z ed  the  
m e a n i n g  o f  t h a t  S c r i p t u r e ,  ‘ W h e n  a  w i c ke d  m a n  
d i e t h  h i s  e x p e c t a t i o n s  s h a l l  p e r i s h .’ A l l  m y  e x - 
p e c t a t i o n s  h a ve  p e r i s h e d .  I  h a ve  b e e n  f o r  s o m e  
t i m e  r e v i ew i n g  my  p a s t  l i f e ,  a n d  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t 
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n i gh t ,  t h a t  p a s s a g e  kep t  p a s s i n g  l i ke  a  bu r n i n g  a r - 
row  t h ro u g h  my  s p i r i t ,’ R e j o i c e ,  O  yo u n g  m a n  i n  
t hy  you th ;  a r i d  l e t  t hy  hea r t  chee r  thee  in  the  d ay s  
o f  t hy  you th ,  a nd  wa l k  i n  t h e  way s  o f  t h i n e  h e a r t ,  
a n d  i n  t h e  s i g h t  o f  t h i n e  e y e s ;  b u t  k n ow  t h o u ,  
t h a t  f o r  a l l  t h e s e  t h i n g s  G o d  w i l l  b r i n g  t h e e  i n t o  
j u d g m e n t .’  Ye s ,  I  h a v e  w a l k e d  i n  t h e  w a y  o f  
my  h e a r t ,  a n d  i n  t h e  s i g h t  o f  my  e ye s ;  a n d  n ow  
G o d  i s  b r i n g i n g  m e  i n t o  j u d g m e n t .  T h e  a r r ow s  
o f  t h e  A lm i gh t y  a re  w i t h i n  me,  t h e  po i s on  whe re - 
o f  d r i n k e t h  u p  my  s p i r i t .  Yo u  c a n  p r a y  f o r  m e ;  
bu t  i t  i s  o f  n o  u s e .  Yo u  a r e  ve r y  k i n d ;  t h e  f a m i - 
l y  h e r e  a r e  v e r y  k i n d ;  I  t h a n k  yo u  a l l ;  b u t  yo u  
c a n n o t  s a v e  m e .  M y  s o u l  i s  d a m n e d ! — t h e  s e a l  
of reprobation is already upon me!’

“ T h e s e  l a s t  we r e  p r e c i s e l y  h i s  wo r d s ;  a n d  t h e y  
we re  u t t e r e d  w i t h  a  p a t h o s ,  a  s o r t  o f  c a l m ,  f i xe d ,  
s i g n i f i c a n t  e a r n e s t n e s s ,  wh i ch  a lmo s t  ove rc ame  u s .  
I  c a n  n eve r  f o r g e t  h i s  e x p r e s s i o n ,  w h e n  h e  f i xe d  
h i s  d a r k ,  r e s t l e s s ,  g l a s s y  eye s  upon  u s ,  a nd  u t t e re d  
t h e s e  l a s t  wo rd s .  Pe r c e i v i n g  i t  i n  va i n  t o  s ay  a ny  
t h i n g  m o r e  t o  h i m  w h i l e  i n  t h a t  s t a t e ,  we  w i t h - 
d r ew,  t h a t  h e  m i g h t ,  i f  p o s s i b l e ,  b e  c o m p o s e d  t o  
rest.’

“ T h e  n e x t  d a y  I  c a l l e d  a g a i n  t o  s e e  h i m ,  a n d  
f o u n d  h i m  ‘ d y i n g .  H i s  p o w e r  o f  u t t e r a n c e  h a d  
a l m o s t  f a i l e d .  I  t o o k  h o l d  o f  h i s  h a n d ,  a n d  t o l d  
h im i t  wou ld  a f f o rd  u s  g re a t  re l i e f  t o  know tha t  he  
l e f t  t h e  wo r l d  r e c o n c i l e d  t o  G o d ,  a n d  t r u s t i n g  i n  
t h e  S av i o u r ’s  g r a c e .  H i s  o n l y  r e p l y  wa s ,  a n d  t h ey  
w e r e  t h e  l a s t  w o r d s  I  h e a r d  h i m  u t t e r ,’  I f  t h e 
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g r ave  wou l d  bu r y  my  s ou l  w i t h  my  body,  I  s hou l d  
c o n s i d e r  i t  my  b e s t  f r i e n d ;  t h a t  wo u l d  b e  i m m e a - 
s u r a b l y  b e t t e r  f o r  m e  t h a n  my  p r e s e n t  c o n d i t i o n ,  
o r  a ny t h i n g  I  h ave  a  r i g h t  t o  e x p e c t .’ A f t e r  a g a i n  
commend ing  h im  in  a  s ho r t  p r aye r  t o  t h e  me rcy  o f  
G o d ,  I  w a s  o b l i g e d  t o  l e a v e  h i m .  I n  a b o u t  a n  
hour afterward he died.

“ T h e  n e x t  d a y  I  a t t e n d e d  h i s  f u n e r a l .  I t  w a s  
t h e  m o s t  g l o o m y  o c c a s i o n  t o  w h i c h  I  w a s  e v e r  
s u m m o n e d .  N o t  a  r e l a t i v e  w a s  p r e s e n t .  H e r e  
wa s  a  young  man ,  ev i d en t l y  o f  f i n e  n a tu r a l  t a l en t s ,  
who  m i gh t  h ave  b e en  a  c om fo r t  t o  h i s  p a ren t s ,  a n  
o r n a m e n t  t o  s o c i e t y,  a n d  a  b l e s s i n g  t o  m a n k i n d ;  
w h o  m i g h t  h ave  p u r s u e d  a  u s e f u l  a n d  h a p py  l i f e ,  
a n d  b e e n  r a i s e d  t o  s h i n e  a s  t h e  b r i g h t n e s s  o f  t h e  
f i r mamen t  f o r  eve r  and  eve r—cu t  o f f  f rom l i f e  and  
h a p p i n e s s  a n d  h o p e ,  w h e n  h e  h a d  o n l y  r e a c h e d  
his twenty-sixth year.

“And  wha t  h a d  done  t h i s  d re a d f u l  wo rk  o f  d e s o - 
l a t i o n ?  I t  w a s  s i n .  T h e s e  a r e  t h y  d o i n g s ,  t h e s e  
t h y  t r i u m p h s ,  O  t h o u  e n e m y  o f  G o d  a n d  m a n .  
D e s t r u c t i o n  a n d  m i s e r y  a r e  t h i n e .  T h o u  h a s t  c o n - 
ve r t e d  a  p a r a d i s e  i n t o  t h o r n s  a n d  t h i s t l e s ;  a l l  t h a t  
i s  mo s t  f a i r,  l ove l y,  and  p romi s ing ,  i t  i s  t hy  de l i gh t  
t o  b l a s t  a n d  d e s t r oy ;  t h a t  v e r y  e a r t h  w h i c h  wa s  
p r o n o u n c e d  ‘ g o o d ,’ a n d  w h i c h  m i g h t  h a ve  b e e n  
p e o p l e d  w i t h  t h e  j oy s  a n d  p r a i s e s  o f  h e ave n ,  t h o u  
h a s t  i n  a l l  a g e s  f i l l e d  w i t h  we e p i n g ,  l a m e n t a t i o n ,  
a n d  wo .  A n d  y e t  w i l l  m e n  c a l l  t h e e  a  p l e a s i n g  
t r i f l e ,  i nv i t e  t h e e  t o  t h e i r  b o s o m s ,  a n d  l ove  t h e e  
instead of God! 
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“ T h i s  y o u n g  m a n  d i e d ,  a n d  f o u n d  h i s  g r a v e  
a m o n g  s t r a n g e r s .  N o  m o t h e r  w a s  p r e s e n t ,  t o  
wa t c h  t h e  l a s t  s t r u g g l e s  a n d  c a t c h  t h e  l a s t  wo rd s  
o f  h e r  d y i n g  s o n .  H e  c o u l d  n o t  a s k  h e r  f o r g i ve - 
ne s s ,  no r  know tha t  s he  f o rg ave  h im .  No  s i s t e r  wa s  
t h e r e  t o  w i p e  t h e  c o l d  swe a t  f ro m  h i s  p a l e  b row.  
H i s  f a t h e r  h a d  b e e n  d e a d  s o m e  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  
y e a r s .  T h e  c o n d u c t  o f  h i s  s o n  m i g h t  h a ve  h a s t - 
e n e d  h i s  e n d .  T h e  r e s i d e n c e  o f  h i s  m o t h e r  w a s  
a s c e r t a i n e d ,  a n d  t h e  f a c t s  r e s p e c t i n g  h i m  c o m mu - 
n i c a t e d  t o  h e r .  S h e  h a d  f o r  s o m e  t i m e  g i ve n  h i m  
up  f o r  l o s t ;  s uppo s i ng  t h a t  h e  h ad  gone  o f f  t o  s e a ,  
a n d  w a s  p r o b a b l y  d e a d .  A g a i n  w e r e  a  m o t h e r ’s  
t e a r s  a nd  s o r rows  c a l l e d  f o r t h  a f re s h ;  bu t  s h e,  t oo,  
h a s  s i n c e  d i e d ,  a n d  g o n e ,  we  t r u s t ,  t o  t h a t  b e t t e r  
wo r l d ,  w h i c h  s i n  h a s  n o t  i n v a d e d ,  w h e r e  ‘  t h e  
w i c k e d  c e a s e  f r o m  t r o u b l i n g ,  a n d  w h e r e  t h e  
we a r y  a r e  a t  r e s t .’ S o m e  f a m i l y  c o n n e x i o n s  a r e ’  
h owe ve r  s t i l l  l i v i n g ,  o n  w h o s e  a c c o u n t  n o  n a m e  
and no further particulars will be given.

“ E x c e p t i n g  t h e  t wo  o r  t h r e e  l a s t  s e n t e n c e s ,  I  
h ave  n o t  g i ve n  t h e  yo u n g  m a n ’s  c o nve r s a t i o n  e x - 
a c t l y  i n  h i s  ow n  wo rd s ,  bu t  a s  n e a r l y  s o  a s  I  c a n  
r e c o l l e c t  t h e m ;  e x c e p t  t h a t  I  h a v e  i n  s o m e  i n - 
s t a n c e s  m i t i g a t e d  o r  w i t h h e l d  e x p r e s s i o n s  w h i c h  
I  d e e m  u n p r o f i t a b l e  t o  r e p e a t .  I  q u e s t i o n  t h e  
exped i ency  o f  i n t roduc ing  i n to  t he  m ind s  o f  young  
p eop l e ,  even  f o r  t h e  s a ke  o f  a dmin i s t e r i ng  t o  t h em  
a  s a l u t a r y  w a r n i n g ,  t h e  m o r e  p r o f a n e  a n d  b l a s - 
p h e m o u s  l a n g u a g e  o f  t h o s e  t h a t  h ave  g row n  r i p e  
i n  s i n .  ‘ O  m y  s o u l ,  c o m e  n o t  t h o u  i n t o  t h e i r 
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s e c r e t ;  u n t o  t h e i r  a s s e m b l y,  m i n e  h o n o u r ,  b e  n o t  
thou united.’

“ I n  r ev i ew i n g  t h e  s a d  h i s t o r y  o f  t h i s  yo u t h ,  l e t  
u s  no t i c e  more  p a r t i cu l a r l y  t he  l e ad ing  s t ep s  i n  h i s  
p rog re s s  t o  r u i n .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e,  h e  s hou ld  h ave  
hea rkened  to  the  vo i ce  o f  God  when  a  ch i l d .  Com- 
m i t t i n g  h i m s e l f  t o  h i s  c a r e  a n d  g u i d a n c e ,  a n d  
s e e k i n g  h i s  f a v o u r  b e f o r e  a l l  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  h e  
s h o u l d  h a v e  s a i d  t o  h i m ,’ M y  F a t h e r ,  t h o u  a r t  
t h e  g u i d e  o f  my  yo u t h .’ T h e  l e s s o n s  o f  h i s  m o - 
t h e r,  and  o f  h i s  s choo l ,  h ad  t augh t  h im  to  do  t h i s ;  
a n d  a  vo i c e  o f  k n ow n  a u t h o r i t y  h a d  s a i d  t o  h i m ,  
‘ R e m e m b e r  n ow  t h y  C r e a t o r  i n  t h e  d a y s  o f  t h y  
you th ,  wh i l e  t h e  ev i l  d ay s  come  no t ,  no r  t h e  ye a r s  
d r aw  n i g h ,  w h e n  t h o u  s h a l t  s a y,  I  h ave  n o  p l e a - 
s u r e  i n  t h e m .’ I t  wa s  i n  r e s i s t a n c e  o f  c o n s c i e n c e  
a n d  o f  k n ow n  d u t y,  t h a t  h e  r e f u s e d  o b e d i e n c e  t o  
t h i s  c o m m a n d .  H a d  h e  o b eye d  i t ,  h e  wo u l d  h ave  
h a d  s u r e  a n d  u n f a i l i n g  p r o t e c t i o n  t h r o u g h  l i f e ;  
his feet would never have been thus left to slide.

“ I n  t h e  s e c o n d  p l a c e ,  a f t e r  h e  b e g a n  t o  r e s i d e  
i n  t h e  c i t y,  a n d  wa s  i n  a t t e n d a n c e  u p o n  a  f a i t h f u l  
m i n i s t r y,  i t  wa s  a  f avo u r a b l e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  h i m ,  
b e f o r e  h i s  a c q u a i n t a n c e s  a n d  h a b i t s  we r e  f o r m e d  
i n  h i s  n ew  s i t u a t i on ,  t o  y i e l d  up  h i s  h e a r t  t o  God ,  
a n d  t o  j o i n  h i m s e l f  t o  h i s  p e o p l e .  H e  o u g h t  t o  
h a ve  d o n e  i t .  W h e n  h e  f o u n d  h i m s e l f  s e p a r a t e d  
f r o m  t h e  g u a r d i a n s  o f  h i s  yo u t h ,  a n d  i n  c i r c u m - 
s t a n c e s  o f  u n t r i e d  t e m p t a t i o n ;  w h e n  h e  f e l t  t h e  
o c c a s i ona l  l one l i n e s s  and  de spondency  wh i ch  eve r y  
yo u n g  m a n  f e e l s ,  o n  b e i n g  f i r s t  a c t u a l l y  e x i l e d 
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f rom  h i s  home,  a nd  c a s t  upon  h i s  own  re s ou rc e s— 
t h e n  wa s  o n e  o f  t h e  s e a s o n s  o f  G o d ’s  s p e c i a l  v i s i - 
t a t i o n s  t o  h i m ;  t h e n  i t  w a s ,  w i t h  a  g r e a t  a n d  
t h r e a t e n i n g  a c c u mu l a t i o n  o f  g u i l t ,  t h a t  h e  t u r n e d  
f rom  t h e  coun s e l  o f  h i s  mo th e r,  o f  h i s  p a s t o r ,  a nd  
o f  o the r  Chr i s t i an  f r i end s ,  s ay ing  to  t hem,  ‘Go  thy  
way  f o r  t h i s  t i m e ;  w h e n  I  h ave  a  c o nve n i e n t  s e a - 
s o n ,  I  w i l l  c a l l  f o r  t h e e .’ Yo u  m ay  o b s e r ve  t h a t  
i r r e l i g i o u s  yo u t h s  c o m i n g  f ro m  t h e  c o u n t r y  i n t o  
t h e  c i t y,  u s u a l l y  b e c o m e  p i o u s  s o o n ,  i f  e ve r  t h ey  
d o.  I f  t h ey  r e s i s t  r e l i g i o n  f o r  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s e a - 
s on  i n  t h e i r  n ew  s i t u a t i on ,  a nd  unde r  t h e  p e cu l i a r  
a nd  u r g en t  conv i c t i on s  wh i ch  t h ey  t h en  h ave,  t h ey  
b e c o m e  h a r d e n e d  a n d  f a l l  u n d e r  t h e  p o w e r  o f  
t h o s e  p e c u l i a r l y  a d ve r s e  i n f l u e n c e s  w h i c h  a r e  s e l - 
dom or ever surmounted.

“ I n  t h e  t h i r d  p l a c e ,  h i s  b e c o m i n g  t h e  p r e y  o f  
i n f i d e l i t y  g r e a t l y  f a c i l i t a t e d  h i s  p rog r e s s  t o  r u i n .  
Had  h e  b e f o re  b e en  f a i t h f u l  t o  h i s  ob l i g a t i on s ,  h i s  
r e a d i n g  a nd  h e a r i n g  s ome th i ng  o f  i n f i d e l i t y  wou l d  
p ro b a b l y  n o t  h ave  i n j u r e d  h i m ;  t h o u g h  i t  i s  c e r - 
t a i n l y  n o t  w o r t h  w h i l e  f o r  a n y  m a n  t o  p u n i s h  
h i m s e l f  w i t h  d e a t h ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  a s c e r t a i n  t h e  
q u a l i t y  o f  p o i s o n .  B u t  t h i s  yo u n g  m a n ,  a c c o r d - 
i n g  t o  h i s  o w n  c o n f e s s i o n s ,  h a d  s i n n e d ,  a s  a l l  
w h o  b e c o m e  i n f i d e l s  d o,  a g a i n s t  c l e a r  c o nv i c t i o n s  
o f  t r u t h  a n d  d u t y,  b e f o r e  h e  w a s  g i v e n  ove r  t o  
‘strong delusions to believe a lie.’

“ I n  t h e  f o u r t h  p l a c e ,  l o s i n g  h i s  s i t u a t i o n  i n  
b u s i n e s s  wa s  a n o t h e r  f a t a l  s t e p.  F ro m  t h a t  t i m e ,  
h i s  c o u r s e  d ow n wa rd  wa s ,  a s  we  h ave  s e e n ,  ve r y 
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r a p i d .  H i s  a m b i t i o n  w a s  b r o k e n ,  h i s  s p i r i t  s u b - 
dued ,  h i s  p r i de  mor t i f i ed ;  he  l e f t  o f f  wr i t i ng  to  h i s  
p a r e n t s ,  g ave  h i m s e l f  u p  t o  l ow  v i c e s  w i t h  m o r e  
f e a r l e s s  r e s t r a i n t  t h a n  b e f o r e ;  a n d  a t  l a s t  b e c a m e  
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  h o p e l e s s  a n d  d a n g e r o u s  o f  a l l  
characters.”
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CHAPTER 6

DANGERS OF A MINOR KIND

Beside s  the  fo r midable  and  appa l l ing  pe r i l s  which  
have been already enumerated, as awaiting the young  

man on his  quit t ing the house of his  f ather,  and enter- 
ing  on  the  bu s ine s s  o f  l i f e,  the re  a re  o the r s ,  wh ich ,  
i f  they do not expose him to the same moral  jeopardy,  
are of suff icient consequence to his well-being to deserve  
a t t en t ion .  Cha r ac t e r  may  be  in ju red  by  many  th ing s  
which can scarce ly be ca l led immoral i t ie s ;  and miser y,  
yea vice also, may g row out of indiscretions and impru- 
dences.

I .  A b s e n c e  f r o m  h o m e  m ay  b e g e t  f o r g e t f u l n e s s  
o f  h o m e ,  a n d  i n d i f f e r e n c e  t o  i t :  a n d  s u c h  a  s t a t e  
o f  mind ,  where  the re  i s  much a t  home wor thy  to  be  
remembered and loved, i s  not only unamiable in i t se l f ,  
bu t  in ju r iou s  to  i t s  po s s e s so r.  Home i s  no t  on ly  the  
scene of  enjoyment to the youthful  mind,  but i t  i s  the  
soil in which the seeds of the social char ities and vir tues  
a re  f i r s t  sown and  g row;  so  tha t  the  ch i ld  who,  wi th  
much rea son for  lov ing h i s  f a ther ’s  house,  i s  des t i tu te  
of this  af fect ion while there,  or loses i t  when he leaves  
the spot long trodden by his inf ant and boyish feet, i s  a  
mo s t  unp romi s i ng  ch a r a c t e r.  The  young  man ,  who,  
upon qu i t t ing  the  house  tha t  ha s  she l t e red  h im f rom 
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his bir th, cuts the t ies which ought to bind him to that  
dear spot,  and casts  no long ing, l inger ing look behind;  
who suf fer s  a l l  i t s  love ly  images  to  s ink into obl iv ion  
amid s t  new and  ever- sh i f t ing  s cene s ;  who can  fo rge t  
f a the r  and  mother,  b ro ther s  and  s i s t e r s ,  in  h i s  in te r - 
cour se  with s t ranger s ,  and whose hear t  i s  never  under  
the inf luence of an attraction to the circle of a l l  that i s  
r e l a t e d  t o  h i m  o n  e a r t h ,  i s  d e s t i t u t e ,  a t  a ny  r a t e ,  
of social  vir tue, and is  in per i l  of losing al l  other pr in- 
c ip le s  o f  mora l i ty.  Cher i sh ,  then,  young man,  cher i sh  
a  f ond  a f f e c t i on  f o r  you r  p a ren t s ’ hou s e ;  i t  may  be  
humb l e ,  bu t  i t  i s  home  t o  you .  You  may  b e  r i s i n g  
h igher  and h igher  a t  ever y  s tep  above  the  lowly  spot  
on  wh i ch  you r  c r ad l e  wa s  rocked ,  and  may  be  ou t - 
s tr ipping in prosper i ty those with whom you inhabited  
i t ,  b u t  s t i l l  l e t  i t  e ve r  b e  s a c r e d  t o  yo u .  L e t  n o t  
you r  p a re n t s  h ave  t o  s ay  t o  e a ch  o t h e r  w i t h  t e a r s ,  
when  they  have  wa i t ed  yea r s  fo r  a  v i s i t ,  and  month s  
eve n  f o r  a  l e t t e r ,  ‘ O u r  s o n  h a s  f o r g o t t e n  u s ’ .  L e t  
them not have to exclaim, in bit ter ness of spir i t ,  ‘How  
sha r per  than  a  s e r pent ’s  too th  i t  i s ,  to  have  a  thank- 
l e s s  ch i l d ! ’ Keep  up  a  con s t an t  co r re spondence  wi th  
home  by  l e t t e r s ,  an  add i t i ona l  mot ive  to  wh ich  you  
now possess in cheap postage, and let every line be such  
a s  sh a l l  be  mus i c  to  a  f a the r ’s  and  a  mothe r ’s  he a r t .  
As often as  your engagements  wil l  a l low, gladden them  
with a vis it .  Convince them that neither t ime, distance,  
nor prosper i ty,  can lead you to forget  them. How wil l  
i t  delight them to see that neither new scenes, nor new  
occupat ions ,  nor new re la t ions ,  can ever  a l ienate your  
he a r t  f rom them!  The  p re s e r va t i on  o f  a  t ende r  l ove  
for  home and i t s  occupant s ,  ha s  proved in  some ca se s  
t h e  l a s t  t i e  t o  v i r t u e ,  a nd  a  l a s t  p re s e r va t i on  f rom 
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r u in .  When  a l l  o the r  k ind s  o f  exce l l ence  we re  l o s t ,  
and  ever y  o ther  mot ive  had  cea sed  to  in f luence,  th i s  
one l inger ing fee l ing was  le f t ,  and f i l i a l  a f fect ion pre- 
ven t ed  t h e  comp l e t e  a b andonmen t  o f  t h e  ch a r a c t e r  
to  the  de so l a t ion  o f  v i ce.  ‘What  wi l l  my poor  f a ther  
a nd  my  d e a r  mo the r  s ay  a nd  f e e l ,  a nd  my  b ro t h e r s  
and  my  s i s t e r s  too,  who  ye t  l ove  me?  and  how sha l l  
I  e ve r  b e  a b l e  t o  f a c e  t h e m  a g a i n ? ’ B y  t h i s  o n e  
ques t ion the spi r i t ,  about  to swing of f  into the turbid  
s t re am o f  v i ce  tha t  wa s  ro l l ing  by,  he ld  on ,  t i l l  t ime  
was  g iven  fo r  o ther  and  more  power fu l  in f luence s  to  
come,  and  the  love  o f  home s aved  i t s  po s se s so r  f rom  
the perdition that seemed to await him.

I I .  In  oppo s i t i on  to  th i s  d ange r,  t he  l ove  o f  home  
has been so strong, so fond, so effeminate in some, that  
they  have  been rea l l y  in jured  by  i t ,  th rough a l l  the i r  
fu ture  l i fe.  I t  ha s  promoted,  and even produced,  such  
a softness and feebleness of character, as total ly unf itted  
them to struggle with the dif f icult ies of the world, and  
rendered them good for  noth ing ,  but  to  be  nur sed  in  
the lap of  luxur ious  ease.  Parents  have somet imes lent  
a  helping hand to thi s  mischief ,  and have cher i shed in  
their chi ldren a whimper ing fretfulness after home, and  
such  a  f ee l ing  o f  dependence  on  i t s  comfor t s ,  a s  ha s  
rendered them, through their  whole exis tence,  pi t iable  
spectacles of querulous effeminacy and helpless imbeci- 
l i t y.  A f t e r  wha t  I  h ave  s a i d ,  no  one  wi l l  s u spec t  me  
o f  encourag ing  an  ind i f f e rence  to  home,  when I  ca l l  
upon my youthful  reader s  to be wil l ing to leave i t ,  for  
t h e  s a ke  o f  t h e i r  f u t u re  we l f a r e .  A c t  t h e  p a r t  o f  a  
good chi ld,  in loving your f a ther ’s  home and i t s  happy  
c irc le ;  and act  a l so the par t  of  a  man, in being wi l l ing  
to quit i t ,  for the sake of learning to perform your par t 
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we l l  i n  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  l i f e .  D o  n o t  c h e r i s h  s u c h  a  
hanker ing a f ter  home as  wi l l  make ever y s i tuat ion un- 
comfor table,  and inf l ict  wretchedness upon you where- 
eve r  you  a re.  Le t  no t  your  pa ren t s  be  made  unhappy  
by  l e t t e r s  fu l l  o f  compla in t ,  and  t a l e s  o f  l amenta t ion  
and woe. Rove not from place to place in quest of that  
which you wil l  never f ind,  a  s i tuat ion abroad that  wi l l  
command a l l  the  indulgences  o f  a  f a ther ’s  abode.  Ac- 
quire a manliness of character, a nobleness and f irmness  
of mind, that can endure hardships and make sacr i f ices.  
I t  i s  des irable,  of  cour se,  that  your parents  should pro- 
cure a situation for you, or that you should procure one  
for your sel f ,  where as much comfor t may be secured as  
i s  u s u a l l y  a t t a i n ab l e ,  f o r  we  h ave  no  need  t o  cou r t  
annoyance, discomfor t ,  and pr ivat ion: but be not over- 
f a s t id ious  about  these  mat ter s ,  nor  le t  your  happines s  
depend upon having your palate, your convenience, and  
your ease,  consulted and g rat i f ied even in the minutest  
p a r t i cu l a r s .  Do  no t  s e t  ou t  in  l i f e  the  s l ave  o f  l i t t l e  
th ings .  No s i tua t ion i s  wi thout  some inconveniences .  
Human  l i f e  i s  a  j ou r ney ;  a l l  men  a re  t r ave l l e r s ;  and  
traveller s do not expect the comforts of their own house  
upon  the  ro ad .  Cu l t iva t e  a  h a rd ihood  o f  m ind ,  t h a t  
sha l l  make  you  in sen s ib l e  to  pe t ty  annoyance s .  Look  
a t  g rea t  th ing s ,  a im a t  g rea t  th ing s ,  and  expec t  g rea t  
things;  then l i t t le ones wil l  neither engage, nor amuse,  
nor distress you.

I I I .  Among  the  minor  pe r i l s  t o  wh ich  you  a re  ex- 
posed on leaving home, i s  the l iabi l i ty of  acquir ing an  
unse t t led ,  rov ing,  and romant ic  d i spos i t ion.  Now and  
then a  boy of  er ra t ic  mind and precocious  vag rancy i s  
found, who is ever shaping new and strange cour ses for  
himself , and laying schemes for adventure and enterpr ise, 
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e ve n  i n  h i s  f a t h e r ’s  h o u s e .  T h e s e ,  h owe ve r ,  a r e  
compara t ive ly  r a re  ca se s .  But  the  sp i r i t  o f  roaming i s  
not unfrequent ly awakened when a youth leaves home;  
t h en  ‘ t h e  wo r l d  i s  a l l  b e f o re  h im ’ ,  a s  h e  imag i n e s ,  
‘whe re  to  choo se ’ :  bu t ,  w i thou t  mak ing  P rov idence  
h i s  gu ide,  he  beg in s  to  th ink  o f  l ook ing  f a r the r  f o r  
h imse l f  than h i s  jud ic ious  f r iends  have  done for  h im.  
A useful  and honourable employment i s  se lected;  good  
s i tua t ions  a re  p rocured  fo r  acqu i r ing  a  knowledge  o f  
h i s  bu s i ne s s ,  p e rh ap s  a t  much  co s t  and  t roub l e.  H i s  
fr iends rejoice in the idea of his comfor table and advan- 
t ageou s  d i spo s a l .  Bu t  e re  l ong ,  home  comes  a  l e t t e r  
of complaint,  which banishes from his  f ather’s  mind al l  
these ideas of his son’s happy position, and f ills him with  
p e r p l ex i t y.  Much  ag a in s t  t h e  hope s  and  w i she s  t h a t  
h i s  f r iends  had for med,  a  change takes  p lace,  and the  
youth removes to another s i tuat ion.  Here he s tays  not ,  
bu t  remove s  somewhere  e l s e.  A t  l eng th  he  wi she s  to  
go  ab road ,  and  t r y  h i s  f o r tune  a t  s e a .  Th i s  i s  done,  
and he embarks.  One voyage i s  enough, and he returns  
home, weary of  foreign travel  and of  the waves ,  and i s  
now a  dead weight  upon hi s  f a ther ’s  hands .  He i s  not  
immor a l .  He  commi t s  no  v i c e .  He  doe s  no t  g r i eve  
h i s  f r i ends  by  p ro f l i gacy.  He i s  no t  indo len t ,  bu t  h i s  
ver sa t i l e,  unse t t led ,  romant ic  d i spos i t ion,  makes  them  
s ick at  hear t ,  and convinces them that he wil l  never be  
a  comfor t  to  them,  or  do  anyth ing  good for  h imse l f .  
And he never  does .  L i fe  i s  wor n out  by him in t r y ing  
many things, and succeeding in nothing.

IV. I t  may not be unnecessar y to caut ion you agains t  
a  spir i t  of  insubordinat ion and di srespect  towards your  
employer s .  I t  not  unf requent ly  happens ,  tha t  a  young  
man ha s  h i s  comfor t  de s t royed ,  and  h i s  cha rac te r  in-
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jured,  by cons tant  co l l i s ion with hi s  employer.  Some- 
t imes  the  f au l t  i s  a l l  on one s ide ;  the  youth ha s  been  
so petted and spoi led at  home, has had his  own way so  
ent i re ly,  and been le f t  so  much to be h i s  own mas ter,  
tha t  the  yoke o f  au thor i ty,  however  l ight  and ea sy,  i s  
fe l t  to be gal l ing and intolerable,  and, l ike an untamed  
bu l l o ck  h e  re s en t s  a nd  re s i s t s  i t ,  t o  t h e  a nnoyan c e  
o f  h i s  e m p l oye r  a n d  h i s  ow n  i n j u r y.  Yo u n g  m a n ,  
i f  t h i s  h a s  b een  you r  c a s e,  i n s t an t l y  ch ange,  o r  you  
a re  undone.  Such a  d i spos i t ion wi l l  not  on ly  be  your  
m i s e r y,  b u t  yo u r  r u i n .  N o  o n e  c a n  b e  p r e p a r e d  
to  become a  ma s t e r,  bu t  by  f i r s t  a c t ing  a s  a  s e r van t ;  
and  the  way  to  gover n  i s  f i r s t  to  obey.  Give  up  your  
home hab i t s  and  capr i ce s :  and  the  sooner  the  be t te r.  
Call  into exercise your judgement and good sense. Give  
over the contest  with your master :  he must  be obeyed,  
and  i t  i s  a s  much fo r  your  in te re s t  a s  fo r  h i s  tha t  he  
should .  But  suppose  that  he i s  an aus tere  man,  a  hard  
ma s t e r,  an  un rea sonab l e  emp loye r ;  even  in  tha t  c a s e  
car r y your pat ience and submiss ion to the utmost l imit  
of  endurance.  I f  there be absolute tyranny and cruel ty,  
o r  a n  i n t o l e r a b l e  s eve r i t y,  m a ke  i t  k n ow n  t o  yo u r  
p a ren t s ,  a f t e r  h av i ng  m i l d l y  e xpo s t u l a t e d  a g a i n s t  i t  
without  e f fect .  Do not  by imper t inence,  by obst inacy,  
o r  by  rebe l l i on ,  make  bad  wor s e.  The  g a l l ed  an ima l  
which is urged on by a fur ious dr iver, and which cannot  
e scape f rom the re ins  and col l a r,  avoids  much pa in by  
qu i e t  and  pa t i en t  submi s s i on :  re s i s t ance  on ly  b r ing s  
more  b lows  f rom h i s  un re l en t ing  ma s t e r,  and  c au s e s  
deeper wounds by the f ret t ing and fr ic t ion of  the har- 
ne s s .  Pe rhap s  in  mos t  ca se s  o f  d i s ag reement ,  the re  i s  
a  l i t t le  f aul t  on both s ides .  I  know an excel lent  young  
man who was  apprent iced to a  mas ter  in  a  re spectable 
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trade, and of a tolerably good disposition, and who made  
a  profes s ion of  re l ig ion;  but  he was  a  ver y bad t rades- 
man, and had a wife who was gay, worldly, and exceed- 
ing ly  imper ious  in order ing the young men who were  
in the house.  The youth I speak of saw the f ault  of  his  
employer,  and fe l t  the haughty demeanour of  the wife.  
Instead of submitting with a good g race to many things  
tha t  were  ce r t a in ly  ve r y  annoy ing ,  he  was  cons t an t ly  
in s t r i fe  about l i t t le  things ,  that  kept him in per petual  
wretchedness .  Sometimes hi s  a im was rea l ly  to cor rect  
the  blunder s  in to  which  the  mas te r  f e l l ,  and  to  aver t  
the  consequences  o f  them;  but  he  o f ten d id  so  per t ly  
and disrespectful ly,  and therefore met with pass ion and  
rebuke  in  re tu r n .  He  compla ined  to  h i s  f r i end s ,  and  
made  them wre t ched  w i thou t  re l i ev ing  h imse l f ;  and  
had he not  been re lea sed f rom hi s  s i tuat ion,  he might  
poss ibly have absconded, and been ruined. I  have s ince  
heard him say that,  much as his employer was to blame,  
and much cause  a s  he  had  to  compla in ,  ye t  i f  he  had  
himsel f  posses sed a  l i t t le  more pat ience and prudence,  
and les s  i r r i tabi l i ty  and combat iveness ,  he should have  
s aved  h imse l f  inca l cu l ab l e  wre tchedne s s ,  and  ave r t ed  
much  i l l -w i l l  and  oppo s i t i on .  Le t  th i s  be  a  wa r n ing  
t o  yo u .  I n  a  f o r m e r  p a r t  o f  t h i s  vo l u m e ,  I  h a ve  
a l luded to the di scomfor t  of  such a case,  as  one of  the  
s ou rc e s  o f  mo r a l  d ange r.  I  h ave  now dwe l t  upon  i t  
more  a t  l eng th  to  show tha t  i t  i s  somet imes  b rought  
on by a spir i t  of insubordination, and that i t  may be in  
g reat measure avoided by an obedient, concil iatory, and  
submissive temper.

V.  En t ang l emen t s  i n  l ove,  a nd  t h e  r a s h  f o r ma t i on  
o f  a t t a c h m e n t s  a n d  e n g a g e m e n t s  o f  t h i s  k i n d ,  a r e  
another  snare  into which young men away f rom home 
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are too apt  to f a l l .  Bes ides  the love of  society,  and the  
d e s i re  o f  compan ion sh ip,  t he re  i s  a  s u s c ep t i b i l i t y,  a  
s t range and re s t le s s  emot ion,  sea ted deep in  the hear t  
o f  youth,  which pants  for  an a l l i ance of  the soul  with  
some dear selected object closer than is felt or found in  
the  war mes t  genera l  f r iendship.  The love of  the  sexes  
towards each other is one of the instincts planted in our  
n a tu re  by  t he  h and  o f  h im  who  fo r med  i t ,  a nd  wa s  
intended,  l ike ever y other  ar rangement of  Providence,  
f o r  b e n evo l e n t  p u r p o s e s ;  a n d  w h e n  t h i s  p a s s i o n  i s  
guided by prudence and sancti f ied by piety,  i t  becomes  
a source of felicity, which if it does not remove, at least  
mi t iga te s  the  woes  o f  our  f a l l en  s t a te.  ‘ I t  mus t ,  how- 
eve r,  b e  a  re a sonab l e,  and  no t  a  re ck l e s s  p a s s i on .  A  
check must be g iven to these emotions, while immature  
year s  are passed in the acquis i t ion of  knowledge,  or in  
p rep a r a t i on  f o r  s ome  u s e f u l  s t a t i on  i n  s o c i e t y.  The  
young a f fect ions  should be res t ra ined unt i l  the per iod  
ar r ives, when it  wil l  be honourable and safe to unfetter  
t h em .  Fo r  wan t  o f  s u ch  re s t r a i n t  many  a  you th  h a s  
dashed hi s  ear th ly  hopes ,  and dragged out  a  miserable  
exi s tence.’ Attachments  for med in boyhood have of ten  
led to dishonourable dissolution of them, or a wretched  
union. The hear t  g rows f aster than the judgement,  and  
should not be al lowed in this matter to be our f ir st  and  
only guide.  A youth not  out  of  hi s  apprent iceship i s  a  
poor judge of the f itness of a person as young as himself  
to  be  h i s  companion for  l i f e ;  and h i s  mind should  be  
occupied by other  things .  ‘ I t  i s  not  to be denied that ,  
when  c i rcums t ance s  j u s t i f y  i t ,  a  re c ip roca l  a f f e c t ion  
between the sexes, founded on vir tuous and honourable  
pr inciples, is one of the purest sources of ear thly happi- 
nes s .  I t  seems a s  i f  the  Crea tor,  in  pronouncing upon 
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the s inning pair the cur ses which their disobedience so  
just ly mer ited, left them in pity for their calamities this  
soo th ing ,  mi t i ga t ing  b l e s s ing .’ But  ea r l y  connex ions ,  
e spec i a l l y  i f  c l ande s t ine  one s ,  fo r med  and  che r i shed  
w i t hou t  t h e  con s en t  o r  know l edge  o f  p a ren t s ,  h ave  
rarely proved happy ones.  In some cases the dissolution  
of them at the imperative command of parental author ity,  
ha s  been fo l lowed by  an  in jur ious  in f luence  over  the  
young  man ’s  fu tu re  de s t iny,  ina smuch  a s  i t  ha s  made  
h i m  e i t h e r  r e c k l e s s  o r  m i s a n t h ro p i c .  I  h ave  s o m e  
pa in fu l  in s t ance s  o f  th i s  be fore  my mind’s  eye  a t  th i s  
momen t ,  s ome  o f  wh i ch  a re  o f  me l a n cho l y,  a lmo s t  
tragic interest.

V I .  W h e r e  a  yo u t h  h a s  b e e n  m u c h  i n d u l g e d  a t  
home, and not trained to habits  of per sever ing applica- 
t ion  and  pa t i en t  indus t r y,  he  i s  in  dange r  o f  s ink ing  
in to  indo lence,  and  then  in to  v i ce.  Th i s  t endency  i s  
not  a lways  the  re su l t  o f  parenta l  neg lec t ,  but  i s  occa- 
sionally found in youths, who have had the best precepts  
to  gu ide  them,  and the  mos t  s t imula t ing  example s  to  
quicken them. To whatever cause i t  may be at tr ibuted,  
indolence i s  an evi l  of  immense magnitude. There may  
b e  no  a c t u a l  v i c e ,  no th ing  a t  p re s en t  bo rde r i ng  on  
immora l i t y,  bu t  on ly  a  d i s g r ace fu l  and  shame le s s  in- 
act iv i ty.  Nothing rouses  the iner t  and creeping youth.  
His employer frowns, scolds, threatens, or coaxes, stimu- 
l a t e s ,  a n d  p ro m i s e s ;  bu t  i t  i s  a l l  i n  va i n .  N o t h i n g  
move s  h im .  I t  i s  a  d i f f i cu l t y  t o  rou s e  h im  f rom h i s  
s lumber, or draw him from his bed; and when he is  up,  
he  may  a lmos t  a s  we l l  be  in  h i s  chamber,  fo r  o f  the  
l i t t l e  he  does ,  and i t  i s  a s  l i t t l e  a s  he  can make i t ,  he  
doe s  no th ing  wi l l i ng ly,  and  no th ing  we l l .  I t  i s  more  
t rouble  to  get  h im to do any th ing than i t  i s  to  do i t 
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one s e l f .  I f  one  s i ng l e  ab s t r a c t  word  may  exp re s s  h i s  
cha rac te r,  i t  i s  ‘ l a z ine s s ’ .  What  a  p i t i ab le  and  a lmos t  
hopeless  spectacle !  A young man g i f ted by Providence,  
perhaps  wi th  a  mind suscept ible  o f  improvement ,  and  
ta lent s  for  bus ines s ,  which i f  cu l t iva ted would lead to  
eminence, dozing away the most precious per iod of exist- 
ence,  wast ing hi s  t ime,  burying his  ta lent  and s leeping  
upon i t s  g rave,  di sappoint ing the hopes of  hi s  parents ,  
tor menting by his  incor r ig ible laziness  the hear t  of  his  
emp loye r,  and  p repa r ing  h imse l f ,  p robab l y  f o r  v i c e,  
c e r t a i n l y  f o r  m i s e r y.  ‘ I n d o l e n c e  t h row s  o p e n  t h e  
avenues of the soul to temptations,  and the g reat f a l len  
spir i t ,  in his  mal ignant march through the ear th, seizes  
upon the  occa s ion ,  and draws  the  unwar y  youth  in to  
h i s  to i l s .  For  Sa t an  f ind s  some mi sch ie f  s t i l l  fo r  id l e  
h a n d s  t o  d o.’ B y  i n d o l e n c e  t h e  m o r a l  p r i n c i p l e  i s  
weakened,  and the  impul se  o f  pa s s ion i s  increa sed .  I t  
i s  t he  g a t eway  th rough  wh ich  a  t roop  o f  ev i l  s p i r i t s  
gain admission to the citadel, and compel conscience to  
s u r r e n d e r  t o  b a s e  d e s i r e .  A c t i v i t y  i n  h o n o u r a b l e  
pur su i t s  s t reng thens  mora l  p r inc ip le,  make s  the  con- 
sc ience vig i lant ,  and fur nishes a  breastwork of  defence  
impregnable  to  the  a s s au l t s  o f  the  tempter.  Ind igence  
has in some cases counteracted the causes of indolence;  
and i f  there be a spark of youthful  f i re in the soul ,  the  
st imulant of necessity wil l  operate as a spur to vigorous  
a c t i on .  Hence  i t  i s ,  t h a t  f rom the  l ow wa lk s  o f  l i f e  
have r isen some of the g reatest s tatesmen, most learned  
d iv ine s ,  and  g i f t ed  gen iu s e s  i n  eve r y  depa r tmen t  o f  
h u m a n  a c t i o n .  T h e i r  p ove r t y  h a s  b e e n  t h e  s p r i n g  
of their exer t ions.  Though denied in youth the advant- 
age s  which  wea l th  commands ,  they  have  found  more  
than an equiva lent  in their  own unconquerable aspira-
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t i o n s .  W h a t  s e e m e d  t o  b e  a n  o b s t a c l e  b e c a m e  a n  
impulse;  and the impediments  in their  paths  to useful- 
ness  and reputat ion, which would have fr ightened back  
less noble spir its ,  only seemed l ike the interposing Alps  
in the march of  Hanniba l ,  to make their  v ic tor y more  
glor ious and more complete.  Oh that I  could reach the  
ear of every youth in the land, wake up in his soul those  
generous desires, and urge him to those active exer tions,  
which should be at once his safe-guard from temptation  
and the pledge of his success.”*

V I I .  On  l e av i n g  home  and  en t e r i n g  on  t h e  bu s i - 
n e s s  o f  l i f e ,  o r  p r e p a r i n g  t o  e n t e r  u p o n  i t ,  yo u n g  
m e n  a r e  a p t  t o  f o r m  t o o  h i g h  a n  e s t i m a t e  o f  t h e  
impo r t an c e  o f  we a l t h ,  a nd  t o  make  t h e  a cqu i s i t i on  
of  i t  the supreme i f  r iot  exclus ive object  of  exi s tence.  
Our s  i s  emphat ica l ly  a  money-making countr y.  By f a r  
the  g rea te r  par t ,  i f  not  the  whole,  o f  those  who read  
these pages ,  wi l l  be found among the middl ing c las ses ;  
young  men  who  l e ave  a  f a t h e r ’s  hou s e,  no t  t o  s e ek  
f a m e  o r  r a n k ,  bu t  we a l t h .  T h e i r  f e e l i n g  i s ,  ‘ I  a m  
going out to lear n and tr y to get a for tune: to take my  
chance in the world’s lottery, with the hope of drawing a  
pr i ze ’ .  To th i s  they  a re  d i rec ted ,  perhaps ,  and s t imu- 
la ted by their  parents ,  who send them for th,  v i r tua l ly,  
w i t h  t h i s  a dmon i t i on :  ‘Go,  my  s on ,  a n d  g e t  r i c h ’ .  
Perhaps  the  son has  seen no other  objec t  o f  des i re  or  
pursuit before the eyes of his parents, has heard no other  
commended,  and has  been p laced in a  s i tuat ion where  
the attraction of no other could be felt .  Money, money,  
money has  been he ld  up to h im as  the summum bonum  
o f  human  l i f e ,  a nd  h e  go e s  ou t  e a g e r  t o  ob t a i n  i t s 

* C o n s i d e r a t i o n s  f o r  Y o u n g  M e n ,  b y  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  A d v i c e  t o  
a Young Christian.
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posses s ion.  But  even without  being thus  swor n in and  
con s e c r a t ed  i n  ch i l dhood  on  t he  a l t a r  o f  Mammon ;  
a nd  when  a l l  t h a t  t h ey  h ave  s e en  and  h e a rd  i n  t h e  
house of their f ather is opposed to the notion, youth, in  
genera l ,  can with di f f icul ty be per suaded that  to lear n  
to get money is not the only or the highest end of their  
l e av ing  home.  R i che s  a re  t he  b r i gh t  v i s i on ,  wh i ch ,  
seen in the distant prospect, cal l  for th their aspirations,  
and  make  them wi l l i ng  to  s a c r i f i c e  the  endea r ment s  
of their f ather’s house. They have no ideas of g reatness,  
o f  h a p p i n e s s ,  o f  r e s p e c t a b i l i t y,  a p a r t  f ro m  we a l t h ,  
wh i ch  i s  t h e  s t a nd a rd  o f  eve r y  t h i ng  va l u ab l e  w i t h  
t h e m .  T h e  h o p e  o f  b e i n g  a  r i c h  m a n  i s  t h e  n e r ve  
o f  t h e i r  i n d u s t r y,  t h e  s p u r  t o  t h e i r  e n e r g i e s ,  t h e  
reconc i l ing  thought  tha t  makes  them wipe f rom the i r  
b row  w i t h  j oy  t h e  memor i a l  o f  t h e  cu r s e  o f  e a r t h .  
And shou ld  we cu t  th i s  ne r ve  o f  e f fo r t ,  and  pa r a ly se  
t h e s e  ene r g i e s ?  Shou l d  we  t a ke  f rom the  he a r t  t h i s  
de s i re  and expec ta t ion  o f  succe s s ?  Shou ld  we quench  
the ardour of youth, and make l i fe a dreary wilderness ,  
pa th le s s ,  ob jec t l e s s ,  hope le s s ?  No.  Money  ha s  p roper  
a t t r a c t i o n s .  I t  i s  t h e  g i f t  o f  G o d .  W h e n  s o u g h t  i n  
subord ina t ion  to  a  h ighe r  end  o f  l i f e,  by  hone s t  i n - 
du s t r y,  and  a s  a  mean s  o f  r a t i on a l  g r a t i f i c a t i on  and  
of  benevolent  e f for t ,  i t  i s  a  ble s s ing to i t s  owner s  and  
to  other s .  But  when i t  i s  wea l th  for  i t s  own sake that  
i s  s e t  up  a s  the  ob jec t  o f  ex i s t ence ;  when i t  i s  loved  
for  i t se l f ;  when that  love i s  an absolute  pas s ion;  when  
i t  t ake s  such  ho ld  o f  the  inne r  man  a s  to  th r u s t  ou t  
a n d  c a s t  d ow n  eve r y  m o r a l  p r i n c i p l e ,  eve r y  n o b l e  
sentiment, every honourable emotion, and every subject  
which re lates  to our immor ta l  dest iny;  then i t  i s  a  low  
and sordid passion, a g rovel l ing ambition, a contraction 
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of  mind,  o f  i t se l f  unwor thy a  ra t iona l ,  much more an  
immor ta l  be ing ,  and in  i t s  in f luence wi l l  benumb the  
conscience, harden the heart, and ruin the soul.

In a  ca se  where you cannot  have exper ience of  your  
own to guide you, be wil l ing,  young man, to prof i t  by  
t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  o t h e r s .  I s  t h e re  a  s u b j e c t  a b o u t  
which the  te s t imony o f  mankind i s  more  concur rent ,  
or  on which they have del ivered their  te s t imony more  
spontaneous ly and emphat ica l ly,  than the insuf f ic iency  
o f  we a l t h  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  s o u l ?  H a s  n o t  t h i s  b e e n  
proc l a imed by  the  contentment  o f  mi l l ions  who have  
h ad  l i t t l e ,  and  the  re s t l e s sne s s  and  d i s s a t i s f a c t i on  o f  
t hou s and s  who  have  h ad  much?  Doe s  no t  So lomon ,  
a s  t h e  f o reman  o f  t h a t  coun t l e s s  j u r y  wh i ch  h a s  s a t  
in judgement upon the world’s claim, deliver the verdict  
i n  t h o s e  i m p re s s i ve  wo rd s ,  ‘ Va n i t y  o f  va n i t i e s ,  a l l  
i s  van i ty ’ .  Not  tha t  I  mean to  s ay  wea l th  cont r ibute s  
no th ing  to  our  f e l i c i ty,  e i the r  by  l e s s en ing  the  ev i l s ,  
or mult iplying the comfor ts ,  of  l i fe :  i t  does contr ibute  
someth ing ,  and i t  may be  l awfu l ly  sought  a f te r  for  a s  
much as i t  can yield. My remarks go only to prove that  
it is not the chief good, and to dissuade the young from  
consider ing and treating it  as such in the outset of l i fe.  
It may be useful as one of the golden vessels with which  
to  s e r ve  your s e l ve s ,  you r  ne i ghbour s ,  o r  your  Lo rd ;  
but i t  must not become a golden idol,  to be set up and  
wor sh ipped  in s tead  o f  Jehovah .  I  do  not  wi sh  you to  
become  c a re l e s s  o r  i n ac t ive  in  bu s ine s s ,  o r  even  in - 
di f ferent  to the increase  of  your posses s ions ;  but  what  
I  a im at  i s ,  to convince you, that i t  i s  not the supreme  
e n d  o f  l i f e ,  a n d  t h a t  i t  i s  i n f i n i t e l y  l e s s  d e s i r a b l e  
t h a n  a n  i n h e r i t a n c e  l a i d  u p  i n  h e a v e n .  I f  y o u  
make i t  the  end of  l i fe,  you may mis s  i t  a f te r  a l l ,  and 
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even in  re fe rence  to  your  own se lec ted  ob jec t  l ive  in  
va in ;  whi le  i f  you succeed,  you wi l l  s t i l l  mis s  the end  
for which God created you, and lavish existence upon an  
ido l ,  which  cannot  s ave  you when you mos t  need  i t s  
he lp.  You may cr y  to  i t  in  your  a f f l i c t ion,  but  i t  wi l l  
h ave  no  e a r s  t o  he a r.  You  may  c a l l  upon  i t  i n  you r  
dying hour,  but i t  wi l l  have no power to commiserate,  
and to tur n the ebbing t ide of  l i fe.  You may invoke i t  
a t  the  day  o f  judgement ,  bu t  i t  sha l l  be  on ly  to  be  a  
sw i f t  w i t n e s s  a g a i n s t  yo u .  Yo u  m ay  t h i n k  o f  i t  i n  
e te r n i ty,  but  i t  wi l l  on ly  be  to  fee l  i t  to  be  ‘ the  go ld  
t h a t  s h a l l  c anke r ’ ,  a nd  t h e  ‘ r u s t  t h a t  s h a l l  e a t  you r  
flesh’.

Such, then, are some of the minor danger s ,  i f  indeed  
I  c an  w i th  p rop r i e t y  c a l l  t hem so,  when  they  en t a i l  
such  consequence s  a s  I  have  s t a ted :  bu t  wha t  I  mean  
i s ,  that  they are not so direct ly and f lag rant ly immoral  
in  the i r  tendency and e f fec t s  a s  those  previous ly  enu- 
m e r a t e d .  L o o k  a t  t h e m ,  yo u n g  m e n .  We i g h  t h e m  
w i th  de l i be r a t i on .  And  may  God ,  i n  an swer  to  you r  
earnest prayer s,  g rant you his g race for your protection  
and preservation.
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CHAPTER 7

THE MEANS OF SAFETY

Such mean s  t h e re  c e r t a i n l y  a r e ,  i f  you  w i l l  ava i l  
yourselves of them. Imminent as is the per il to which  

you are exposed, defence is at hand, and it wil l  be your  
own  f au l t  i f  you  a re  no t  p re s e r ved .  Thou s and s  h ave  
b e e n  ke p t  a m i d s t  t h e  s eve r e s t  t e m p t a t i o n s .  I n  t h e  
beautiful, touching, and instructive history of Joseph, as  
recorded in the book of  Genes i s ,  a  h i s tor y which wi l l  
never cease to be admired as long as taste or piety shal l  
remain in the world, we have a str iking instance of moral  
p re s e r va t i on  am id s t  g re a t  d ange r,  we l l  wo r thy  you r  
a t t en t i on .  How f i e rc e  and  s educ t ive  wa s  t he  a s s au l t  
upon his morals !  i t  came from a quar ter, and in a form,  
the  mos t  l i ke ly  to  cor r up t  a  youth fu l  mind :  ye t  how  
promptly,  f i r mly,  and success ful ly was i t  res i s ted!  True,  
his  vir tue subjected him for a while to much suffer ing,  
fo r,  de fea ted  in  her  c r imina l  in ten t ions ,  h i s  t empter,  
under the combined influence of disappointment, shame,  
and remorse, wickedly revenged her self  upon the vir tue  
she could not subdue; blasted his reputation by calumny  
and  f a l s e  a ccu s a t ion ,  and  cau sed  h im to  be  c a s t  in to  
pr ison. But Providence, ever watchful over the reputation  
and interest s  of  pious men, over ruled a l l  for good, and  
made the pr ison of this illustr ious Israelite the way to his 
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e l eva t ion .  Bu t  fo r  Po t ipha r ’s  w i f e,  Jo s eph  had  neve r  
been pr ime minis ter  of  Egypt;  her gui l t  and i t s  painful  
e f fec t s  were rendered subser v ient  to  hi s  advancement .  
Sooner  or  l a te r  v i r tue  wi l l  br ing i t s  own reward .  But  
what  was  the  means  o f  Joseph’s  pre ser va t ion f rom the  
s n a re ?  Re l i g i on .  ‘How c an  I  do  t h i s  g re a t  w i cked - 
ne s s ,  and  s in  aga in s t  God? ’ was  h i s  noble  rep ly.  Here  
was  the  sh ie ld  tha t  covered  h i s  hea r t .  True,  he  had  a  
deep sense of the duty he owed to his employer, and on  
th i s  g round  expos tu l a t ed  wi th  the  t empte r,  ‘Beho ld ,  
my mas ter  wot te th not  what  i s  wi th me in  the house,  
and  he  ha th  commi t t ed  a l l  tha t  he  ha th  to  my hand ;  
there i s  none g reater in this  house than I :  neither hath  
he kept back anything from me but thee,  because thou  
a r t  h i s  wi fe ’ .  Thi s  was  f a i th fu l ,  ju s t ,  generous ,  noble ;  
but  there  needed something e l se,  something s t ronger,  
to  re s i s t  such a  tempta t ion:  mora l i ty  a lone would not  
h ave  done  i t ,  a nd  he  c a l l e d  i n  t h e  a i d  o f  h i s  p i e t y.  
‘How can  I  do  th i s  g rea t  wickednes s ,  and  s in  aga in s t  
God? ’ Thus  a r med wi th  re l i g ion ,  he  fought  wi th  the  
tempter,  and came of f  more than conqueror.  Let  every  
young  man  mark  th i s ,  and  s ee  the  power  exce l l ence  
and benefit of piety, as a preservative against sin.

Amidst  the snares  to which you wil l  be exposed,  you  
will need something stronger and more trustworthy than  
those feeble defences on which some rely, but which in  
many instances are demolished by the f ir s t  assault  upon  
m e re  u n a i d e d  v i r t u e .  Yo u  m ay  l e ave  yo u r  f a t h e r ’s  
house with f ixed reso lut ions  to shun what  i s  evi l ,  and  
pract i se  what  i s  good;  you may suppose that  you have  
no tas te for the vicious pleasures of  prof l igate per sons;  
you may cher ish a tender regard for the feelings of your  
parent s ,  su f f ic ient ,  a s  you think,  to preser ve you f rom 
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eve r y  th ing  tha t  wou ld  g r i eve  the i r  hea r t s ;  you  may  
have your eye on future respectabi l i ty  and weal th,  and  
b e  i n s p i red  w i th  an  amb i t i on  t h a t  make s  you  d re ad  
whatever  would inter fere  with these object s  of  des i re ;  
you may be a lready moral  and upr ight,  and thus be led  
to imag ine that  you are prepared to repel  ever y a t tack  
upon your pur i ty and integ r i ty;  but i f  dest i tute of  rea l  
relig ion, you may soon be exposed to temptations which  
wi l l  e i ther  sweep away  a l l  the se  de fence s  a s  wi th  the  
violence of a f lood, or insidiously undermine them with  
the s low but  cer ta in proces s  of  a  s iege.  Rel ig ion,  t rue  
re l ig ion,  young man,  i s  the  on ly  de fence  to  be  re l ied  
upon;  mora l i ty  may,  but  piety wi l l ,  protect  you.  What  
mult i tudes of instances could the his tory of the church  
of God furnish, of youths pass ing unconquered through  
the  mos t  cor r upt ing scenes ,  by  the  a id  o f  th i s  Div ine  
shield taken from the armoury of revelat ion; this shield  
o f  f a i t h !  I  m i g h t  m e n t i o n  n a m e s  k n ow n  a n d  l ove d  
among the pious, of your own and other countr ies, who  
in youth went unbefr iended and unpatronised from the  
country to the metropolis, and who, by the fear of God,  
were not  only  preser ved f rom evi l ,  but  were ra i sed to  
wealth,  to inf luence, and usefulness ,  by the aid of rel i- 
g ion. There are two or three questions concerning true  
re l ig ion which may with g reat  propr iety be asked,  and  
which  have,  o r  ought  to  have,  g rea t  fo rce  in  recom- 
m e n d i n g  i t  t o  a l l .  W h o m  d i d  i t  e ve r  i m p ove r i s h ,  
e x c e p t  b y  m a r t y r d o m ?  W h o m  d i d  i t  e ve r  r e n d e r  
m i s e r a b l e ?  Who  eve r ,  on  a  d e a t h - b ed ,  r e p en t e d  o f  
h av i n g  l i ve d  unde r  i t s  i n f l u en c e ?  On  t h e  con t r a r y,  
how many  mi l l i on s  h a s  i t  b l e s s ed  w i th  wea l th ,  w i th  
happiness in life, and comfort in death!

But  what  i s  re l ig ion?  Give  me your  a t ten t ion whi le 
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I  a t t e m p t  t o  a n swe r  t h i s  q u e s t i o n .  I t  i s  t h e  m o s t  
momen tou s  i nqu i r y  wh i ch  c an  eng age  t h e  i n t e l l e c t  
o f  man .  L i t e r a tu re,  s c i ence,  po l i t i c s ,  commerce,  and  
the ar t s ,  a re  a l l  impor tant  in  the i r  p lace and measure ;  
and  men g ive  p roo f  tha t  they  du ly,  o r  r a the r  undu ly  
e s t imate  the i r  impor tance,  by  the  devoted  manner  in  
wh i ch  t h ey  a t t end  t o  t h em .  To  mu l t i t ude s  t h ey  a re  
eve r y  t h i n g .  Ye t  man  i s  a n  immor t a l  c r e a t u re ,  a nd  
there is an eternity before him, and what direct relation  
have  the s e  th ing s  to  immor t a l i t y ?  o r  wha t  in f l uence  
do  they  exe r t  on  ou r  eve r l a s t i ng  de s t i ny  i n  ano the r  
wor ld?  Nay,  do they make us  e i ther  v i r tuous or  happy  
i n  t h i s ?  I s  t h e re  a ny  n e c e s s a r y  c onnex i on  b e tween  
any,  or  a l l  o f  these  th ings ,  wi th human fe l ic i ty?  They  
ca l l  ou t  and  employ  the  noble  f acu l t i e s  o f  the  mind ;  
they  r a i s e  man  f rom s avage  to  c iv i l i s ed  soc ie ty ;  they  
re f ine the ta s te ;  they embel l i sh l i fe ;  they decorate  the  
s tage on which the g reat  drama of  exi s tence i s  car r ied  
on,  and g ive interes t  to  the per for mance;  but  do they  
re ach  the  s e a t  o f  man ’s  ch i e f  p l e a su re s  o r  p a in s ,  the  
hea r t ?  Do  they  cu re  i t s  d i so rde r s ,  co r rec t  i t s  t a s t e s ,  
mit igate i t s  sor rows,  or  sof ten i t s  weight ies t  cares?  Do  
they comfor t man amidst the wreck of his for tunes, the  
disappointment of his hopes, the loss of his fr iends, the  
malignity of his enemies, the pains of a sick chamber, the  
s t ruggles  of  a  dying bed, and the prospect of  a  coming  
judgement? No. Rel ig ion i s  that ,  and that  only,  which  
c a n  do  t h i s ;  a nd  t h i s  i t  c a n  do,  a n d  i s  c o n t i nu a l l y  
do ing .  Di sbe l i eve,  then ,  the  c a lumnie s  tha t  i gnoran t  
men have circulated concerning i t ,  who represent i t  a s  
deg rading our inte l lect ,  and des t roying our happines s .  
On the  cont ra r y,  a  l i t t l e  re f l ec t ion wi l l  convince  you  
that it is the sublimest science, the noblest learning, the 
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profoundes t  wi sdom, the most  consummate prudence.  
In  i t s  theor y,  i t  i s  c a l l ed  by  way  o f  eminence,  t r u th ;  
in  i t s  prac t ice,  wi sdom; i t s  e s sence,  i s  love ;  i t s  e f fec t ,  
eve n  h e r e ,  p e a c e ;  a n d  i t s  u l t i m a t e  r ewa rd ,  a n  i m - 
m o r t a l i t y  o f  j oy.  I t  i s  s u s t a i n e d  by  a b u n d a n t  a n d  
unan swerab l e  ev idence ;  i t  h a s  engaged  the  a t t en t ion  
and  c ap t iva t ed  the  mind s  o f  men  o f  the  p ro founde s t  
i n t e l l e c t :  t o  s p e a k  o n l y  o f  o u r  o w n  c o u n t r y,  I  
mention Bacon, Mil ton, Newton, Locke,  Addison, and  
Johnson,  and I  might  ment ion a  hos t  of  other s :  and i t  
is  now prepar ing to subdue al l  nations to the obedience  
o f  f a i th .  I s  i t  not  a  subject ,  then,  which demands  and  
deserves attention?

The question, however, st i l l  returns, What is rel ig ion?  
To  r e p l y  f i r s t  i n  n e g a t i ve s :  i t  i s  n o t  m e re l y  b e i n g  
b a p t i s e d  i n  a ny  p a r t i c u l a r  c hu rch ;  i t  i s  no t  me re l y  
being educated in the profession of any par ticular creed;  
i t  i s  not  mere ly being accustomed to observe any par- 
t i cu l a r  f o r ms ;  i t  i s  no t  me re l y  an  a t t endance  a t  any  
pa r t i cu l a r  p l ace  o f  publ i c  wor sh ip ;  o r  the  p re fe rence  
of any par ticular set of doctr ines, however or thodox and  
Sc r i p tu r a l :  re l i g ion  i s  a l l  t h i s ,  bu t  i t  i s  a  g re a t  de a l  
more; it includes this, but it goes much further.

Tr ue  re l i g ion  con s i s t s  o f  repen t ance  towa rd s  God .  
Th i s  i s  f r e quen t l y  en j o i n ed  i n  t h e  New Te s t amen t .  
‘Except  ye  repent ,  ye  sha l l  a l l  l ikewi se  per i sh .’  ‘Re- 
pent ,  and be conver ted,  that  your  s ins  may be blot ted  
ou t .’ ‘God ly  so r row worke th  repen t ance  to  s a l va t ion  
not to be repented of .’ From this  la s t  passage i t  c lear ly  
appear s  what repentance means,  and that  sor row is  but  
a  pa r t  o f  i t ,  yea ,  on ly  the  opera t ive  cau se  o f  i t .  The  
word s igni f ie s  a  change of  mind with regard to s in :  i t  
i s  such a view of  the evi l  of  s in in genera l ,  and of  the 
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number and agg ravat ion of  our own s ins  in par t icular,  
as  leads us to confess  them to God, without reserve or  
excuse, to hate, and to forsake them.

B u t  r e p e n t a n c e  i s  n o t  e n o u g h :  t h i s  i s  bu t  a  p a r t  
of rel ig ion, and is  not a l l  that i s  necessary to sa lvat ion;  
for without faith, have whatever we may, it is impossible  
to  p lea se  God.  God ha s  not  l e f t  man to  per i sh  in  h i s  
s in s .  Mercy has  v i s i ted  our  wor ld ,  and brought  s a lva- 
t i on  to  man .  ‘God  so  l oved  the  wor ld ,  t h a t  he  g ave  
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him  
s hou l d  no t  p e r i s h ,  bu t  h ave  eve r l a s t i n g  l i f e .’ When  
the ja i ler,  expect ing to per i sh,  exc la imed,  ‘What  must  
I  do to be saved? ’ the apos t le  rep l ied,  ‘Be l ieve on the  
Lo rd  Je su s  Chr i s t ,  and  thou  sh a l t  b e  s aved ’ .  We  a re  
j u s t i f i e d  by  f a i t h ’ ;  we  ‘ pu r i f y  ou r  h e a r t s  by  f a i t h ’ ,  
‘ we  wa l k  by  f a i t h ’ .  F a i t h  i n  g e n e r a l  m e a n s  s u c h  a  
be l ie f  of  the whole of  God’s  holy word,  a s  leads  us  to  
ob se r ve  and  obey  i t .  Fa i th  in  Chr i s t  s i gn i f i e s  such  a  
be l ie f  in the tes t imony bor ne to him in the Scr ipture,  
a s  the  Son  o f  God  and  Sav iou r  o f  the  wor ld ;  a s  ou r  
M e d i a t o r  b e t we e n  G o d  a n d  m a n ;  a s  o u r  P ro p h e t ,  
Pr iest ,  and King; as our atoning sacr i f ice and just i fying  
r ighteousness ,  a s  leads  us  to qui t  a l l  dependence upon  
our  own works  for  pardon,  acceptance wi th God,  and  
sa lvat ion, and to rely exclus ively,  and with expectat ion  
of  e ter na l  l i fe,  upon hi s  propi t ia t ion and interces s ion.  
Thi s  i s  one g rea t  par t  o f  re l ig ion,  and an e s sent i a l  to  
s a l va t i o n .  F a i t h  i s  t h e  s ay i n g  g r a c e ;  i t  i s  n o t  t h a t  
for  which we are  saved,  a s  the  mer i tor ious  cause,  but  
that by which we are saved, as  the instrumental  means.  
The f i r s t  e f fect  of  t rue f a i th i s  peace,  the second love,  
the third holiness.

Wi th  f a i th  i s  connec ted  an  en t i re  change  o f  hea r t , 
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conduc t ,  and  cha r ac t e r.  Th i s  i s  wha t  our  Lord  c a l l s ,  
b e i n g  ‘ b o r n  a g a i n ’ ,  b e i n g  ‘ b o r n  o f  wa t e r  a n d  t h e  
Spir i t ’ ;  and the inspired evangel i s t  des ignates  i t ,  being  
‘bor n ,  not  o f  blood,  nor  o f  the  wi l l  o f  the  f l e sh ,  nor  
o f  t h e  w i l l  o f  m a n ,  b u t  o f  G o d ’ .  I t  i s  w h a t  t h e  
apost le cal l s ,  ‘putt ing off  the old man which is  cor rupt  
with hi s  deeds ,  and putt ing on the new man,  which i s  
r e n ewed  i n  know l edg e  a f t e r  t h e  image  o f  h im  t h a t  
c r e a t e d  h i m ’ .  I t  i s  w h a t  i s  m e a n t  w h e n  h e  s a y s ,  
‘ I f  any  man  be  i n  Chr i s t ,  h e  i s  a  new c re a tu re :  o l d  
th ings  a re  pa s sed  away;  behold ,  a l l  th ings  a re  become  
n ew ’ .  I t  i s  t h a t  en t i re  ch ange  o f  ou r  mo r a l  n a t u re ,  
wh ich  i s  e f f e c t ed  by  the  Sp i r i t  o f  God ,  th rough  the  
word  rece ived  by  f a i th ;  when  the  cor r up t  and  f a l l en  
na tu re  which  we inher i t  f rom Adam t aken  away,  and  
the  ho ly  and  sp i r i tua l  na tu re  which  we  rece ive  f rom  
C h r i s t  i s  i m p a r t e d .  T h i s  i s  t h e  n ew  b i r t h ,  s u c h  a  
change o f  our  hear t s ,  a s  g ive s  a  new d i rec t ion to  our  
t h o u g h t s ,  f e e l i n g s ,  t a s t e s ,  a n d  p u r s u i t s ;  a n d  t h i s  
d i r e c t i o n  i s  t owa rd s  G o d ,  h o l i n e s s ,  a n d  e t e r n i t y ;  
wherea s  fo r mer l y  i t  wa s  toward s  s in  and  the  p re s en t  
wo r l d .  N ow,  t h e  s o u l  l ove s  G o d  w i t h  a  s u p r e m e  
af fect ion, and from this  love spr ings a s incere desire to  
p l e a s e  h im,  and  an  endeavour  to  s e r ve  h im wi th  the  
obedience of  a f fect ion,  even as  a  son obeys  the f a ther  
whom he loves .  Now he fear s  s in ,  hates  i t ,  and s t r ives  
to  avoid  i t ,  a s  tha t  which God hate s ,  and f rom which  
C h r i s t  d i e d  t o  r e d e e m  h i m .  N ow  h e  h a s  a  t e n d e r  
conscience,  and a jea lousy over himsel f ,  les t  he should  
of fend God, and pol lute his  own soul .  He watches and  
prays ,  le s t  he enter  into temptat ion,  and sanct i f icat ion  
i s  h i s  de l i gh t .  Now he  keep s  ho ly  the  s abba th ,  re ad s  
the word of God, rejoices in the preaching of the cross, 
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loves secret  prayer,  par takes of  the supper of  the Lord,  
j o in s  the  communion  o f  s a in t s ,  becau se  the se  th ing s  
a r e  m e a n s  o f  g r a c e  a n d  o rd i n a n c e s  o f  G o d .  C o n - 
s t r a i n ed  by  t h e  l ove  o f  Ch r i s t ,  h e  now s e ek s  t o  b e  
u se fu l ,  e spec i a l l y  by  d i f fu s ing  tha t  re l ig ion  which  he  
has  found so benef ic ia l  to himsel f .  He g ives  up a l l  h i s  
for mer s in fu l  amusements ,  the theat re,  the card par ty,  
the  ba l l ,  f a sh ionable  and  d i s s ipa t ing  v i s i t ing  fo r  they  
do not now suit  his  tas te;  his  del ight i s  in God and his  
s e r v ice,  to  which  the se  th ing s  a re  a l l  cont ra r y.  He i s  
independent of them, and happy without them.

S u c h  i s  r e l i g i o n ,  a  p e r s o n a l ,  e x p e r i m e n t a l ,  a n d  
p r a c t i c a l  t h i n g .  I t  i s  a  t h i n g  o f  t h e  h e a r t ,  a nd  no t  
mere ly  ou tward  fo r ms ;  a  l iv ing  p r inc ip l e  in  the  sou l  
influencing the mind, employing the affections, guiding  
t h e  w i l l ,  a nd  d i r e c t i n g  a s  we l l  a s  e n l i g h t en i n g  t h e  
consc ience.  I t  i s  a  supreme,  not  a  subordinate  mat ter ;  
demanding and obtaining the throne of the soul,  g iving  
l aw to  the  whole  cha rac te r,  and  requ i r ing  the  whole  
man and a l l  h i s  conduct  to  be  in  subord ina t ion .  I t  i s  
an  h ab i tu a l ,  no t  an  occ a s i ona l  t h ing ;  i t  t ake s  up  i t s  
a bode  i n  t h e  he a r t ,  a nd  no t  on l y  s ome t ime s  and  a t  
par t icular  seasons  v i s i t ing i t .  I t  i s  a  univer sa l ,  and not  
a  pa r t i a l  th ing ;  no t  con f in ing  i t s e l f  to  ce r t a in  t imes ,  
and places ,  and occas ions,  but forming an integ ral  par t  
o f  the character,  and blending with ever y occupat ion.  
I t  i s  noble  and lof ty,  not  an abject  ser v i le  and g rovel- 
l ing  th ing ;  i t  communes  wi th  God ,  wi th  t r u th ,  wi th  
h o l i n e s s ,  w i t h  h e ave n ,  w i t h  e t e r n i t y,  a n d  i n f i n i t y.  
I t  i s  a  h a p py  a n d  n o t  a  m e l a n c h o l y  t h i n g ,  g i v i n g  
peace  tha t  pa s se th  under s t and ing ,  and joy  tha t  i s  un- 
speakable,  and  fu l l  o f  g lo r y.  And i t  i s  a  durable,  no t 
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a  t r an s i en t  th ing ,  pa s s ing  wi th  u s  th rough l i f e,  l y ing  
down with us on the pi l low of death,  r i s ing with us at  
the las t  day,  and dwel l ing in our souls  in heaven as  the  
ve r y  e l e m e n t  o f  e t e r n a l  l i f e .  S u c h  i s  r e l i g i o n ,  t h e  
s ub l ime s t  t h i ng  i n  ou r  wo r l d ,  s en t  down  t o  b e  ou r  
comfor ter  and mini s te r ing  ange l  on ear th ,  ‘our  guide  
to everlasting life through all this gloomy vale’.
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CHAPTER 8

RELIGION AS A PRESERVATIVE FROM SIN

You need, young man, to defend you from the per ils  
to which you are exposed, a shield a lways at  hand,  

and impenet rable  to  the  a r rows  o f  your  enemies ,  and  
you  may  f i nd  i t  i n  re l i g i on .  I t  doe s  t h i s  by  va r i ou s  
m e a n s .  I t  c h a n g e s  t h e  m o r a l  n a t u r e ,  p ro d u c i n g  a  
d i s l i ke  and  d re ad  o f  s i n ,  and  a  l ove  o f  ho l i ne s s  and  
v i r tue.  P ie ty  i s  a  sp i r i tua l  t a s te ;  and,  l ike  ever y  other  
taste, it  is  accompanied with a distaste for the opposites  
of those things or qualit ies which are the subjects of i ts  
complacency.  S in  i s  tha t  b i t t e r  th ing  which  the  sou l  
of  a true Chr is t ian hates ;  i t  i s  the object of his  antipa- 
thy,  and there fore  of  h i s  dread.  He tur ns  f rom i t  wi th  
ave r s ion  and  loa th ing ,  a s  tha t  which  i s  o f f en s ive  and  
d i sgus t ing .  I t  i s  not  mere ly  tha t  he  i s  commanded by  
author ity to abstain from sin, but he is led away from it  
by inc l ina t ion.  He may have s in fu l  propens i t ie s  o f  h i s  
animal nature, but he resists the indulgence of them, for  
i t  i s  s in .  aga ins t  God.  Now what  can be a  more e f fec- 
tua l  protect ion f rom a pract ice or  habi t  than an actua l  
d i s l ike  o f  i t ,  o r  d i s t a s t e  fo r  i t ?  Who does  tha t  which  
he dis l ikes to do, except under compuls ion? When you  
have once tasted the sweetness of rel ig ion, how insipid,  
how nauseous, will be those draughts of vicious pleasure 
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with which the s inner intoxicates and poisons his  soul !  
When you have  acqu i red  a  re l i sh  fo r  the  pure,  c a lm,  
sa t i s fy ing joys  of  f a i th  and hol ines s ,  how ent i re ly  wi l l  
you disrel i sh the pol luting, boisterous,  and unsat i s fying  
p l e a su re s  o f  s i n !  When  you  have  once  d r unk  o f  t he  
water s  of  the r iver  of  l i fe,  c lear  a s  cr ys ta l ,  proceeding  
f rom the throne o f  God and of  the  Lamb,  how loa th- 
s ome  w i l l  b e  t he  f i l t hy  t u rb i d  s t re ams  o f  l i c en t i ou s  
g r a t i f i c a t i on !  The  new na tu re,  by  i t s  own  powe r fu l  
and holy ins t inct ,  wi l l  tur n away your feet  f rom ever y  
forb idden p lace,  and ever y  unha l lowed scene.  Pant ing  
after God, and thir sting for the living God, taking plea- 
s u re  i n  h i s  way s ,  and  de l i gh t i ng  i n  t h e  commun ion  
o f  t he  s a i n t s ,  you  w i l l  s hudde r  a t  t he  i de a  o f  be ing  
found in  the  haunt s  o f  v i ce,  o r  in  the  soc ie ty  o f  the  
vic ious.  I t  wi l l  be unnecessar y to forbid your going to  
t h e  t ave r n ,  t h e  t h e a t r e ,  t h e  h o u s e  o f  i l l  f a m e,  t h e  
gambl ing-table,  or  hor se-race ;  your  own renewed and  
sancti f ied nature wil l  be a law against these things,  and  
c o m p e l  t h e  e x c l a m a t i o n ,  ‘ I  w i l l  n o t  s i t  w i t h  va i n  
per sons ,  nor  go in  wi th  d i s sembler s ;  I  have ha ted the  
cong rega t ion  o f  ev i l -doer s ,  and  wi l l  no t  s i t  wi th  the  
wicked. Gather not my soul with sinners’.

I n  a dd i t i on  t o  t h i s ,  r e l i g i on  w i l l  imp l an t  i n  you r  
hear t s  a  regard to the author i ty  and presence of  God.  
‘By  the  f ea r  o f  the  Lord ,’ s ay s  So lomon,  ‘men depar t  
from evi l .’ This veneration for God comes in to aid the  
exerc i se  o f  love for  hol ines s .  By the fear  o f  God I  do  
not mean a s lavish and tor menting dread of the Divine  
Be i ng ,  wh i ch  h aun t s  t h e  m ind  l i ke  an  eve r -p re s en t  
spectre,  that  i s  super s t i t ion,  not re l ig ion; but I  mean a  
fear spr ing ing out of affection, the fear of a child dread- 
ing to offend the father whom he loves. What a restraint 
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from sin is there in that child’s mind! He may be absent  
f rom h i s  f a ther ;  but  love  keeps  h im f rom doing  what  
hi s  f a ther  di sapproves .  So i t  i s  with re l ig ion;  i t  i s  love  
to God, and love or ig inates fear. He who is thus blessed  
with the love and fear of God is  armed as with a shield  
of  tr iple brass ,  against  s in.  The temptat ion comes with  
a l l  i t s  s educ t ive  fo rce,  but  i t  i s  repe l l ed  wi th  the  in- 
d i gn an t  que s t i on ,  ‘How sh a l l  I  do  t h i s  w i ckedne s s ,  
and  s in  aga in s t  God? ’ And th i s  awfu l  Be ing  i s  f e l t  to  
be  ever ywhere.  ‘O Lord ,  thou ha s t  s e a rched  me,  and  
known me.  Thou  knowes t  my  downs i t t i ng  and  mine  
u p r i s i n g ,  t h o u  u n d e r s t a n d e s t  my  t h o u g h t  a f a r  o f f .  
Thou compasses t  my path and my ly ing down, and ar t  
a c qu a i n t ed  w i t h  a l l  my  way s .’ Ye s ,  God  i s  i n  eve r y  
p l ace.  Heaven  and  the  ea r th  a re  fu l l  o f  h i s  p re sence.  
A per son once dreamed tha t  the  sky was  one va s t  eye  
of  God, ever looking down upon him. He could never  
ge t  out  o f  the  s ight  o f  th i s  t remendous  eye,  he  could  
never look up but this  awful eye was gazing upon him.  
The mora l  o f  th i s  fear fu l  dream i s  a  f ac t .  God’s  eye i s  
a lways,  and everywhere, upon us.  Who could s in,  i f  he  
s aw God in  a  bod i ly  fo r m look ing  upon h im?  Young  
man, could you go to the theatre, or to still worse places,  
i f  you  s aw th i s  va s t  and  sea rch ing  eye,  wi th  p ie rc ing  
l ook s ,  f i xed  upon  you?  Impos s i b l e.  ‘No,’ you  wou ld  
s ay,  ‘ I  mu s t  wa i t  t i l l  t h a t  eye  i s  gone,  o r  c l o s ed ,  o r  
ave r t e d .’ B u t  i t  i s  n eve r  g o n e ,  n eve r  c l o s e d ,  n eve r  
aver ted .  Thi s  the  re l ig ious  man knows ,  and there fore  
s ay s ,  ‘Thou ,  God ,  s ee s t  me ’ .  Wou ld  you  s in ,  i f  your  
f a t h e r  we r e  p r e s e n t ?  Wo u l d  yo u  e n t e r  t h e  h a u n t  
o f  v ice  i f  he  s tood a t  the  door,  looking in  your  f ace,  
and  s ay ing ,  ‘My  son ,  i f  s i nne r s  en t i c e  thee,  con sen t  
thou not; my son, walk not thou in the way with them, 
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t u r n  t hy  f o o t  f ro m  t h e i r  p a t h ? ’ Yo u  c o u l d  n o t  s o  
i n su l t  and  g r i eve  the  good  man ’s  he a r t .  Bu t  though  
your  ear th ly  f a ther  i s  not  there,  your  heavenly  Father  
i s .  Your  f a ther ’s  eye  doe s  not  s ee  you ,  bu t  God’s  eye  
does .  This  the re l ig ious  per son bel ieves  and fee l s ,  and  
turns away from sin.

Re l i g i on  a l s o  p re s en t s  a  j udgemen t  t o  come.  Ye s ,  
God hath appointed a  day in  which he wi l l  judge the  
wo r l d  by  Je s u s  Ch r i s t .’ ‘We  mu s t  a l l  a p p e a r  b e f o re  
the judgement-seat of Chr ist; that everyone may receive  
the things  done in hi s  body,  according to that  he hath  
done,  whether  i t  be  good or  bad .’ ‘And I  s aw a  g rea t  
white  throne,  and him that  sa t  on i t ,  f rom whose f ace  
t h e  e a r t h  a nd  t h e  h e aven  f l e d  away ;  a nd  t h e re  wa s  
found  no  p l a ce  fo r  them.  And  I  s aw the  dead ,  sma l l  
a n d  g r e a t ,  s t a n d  b e f o r e  G o d ;  a n d  t h e  b o o k s  we r e  
opened :  and  ano the r  book  wa s  opened ,  which  i s  the  
book  o f  l i f e :  and  the  dead  were  judged  ou t  o f  tho se  
th ings  which were wr i t ten in  the books ,  according to  
t h e i r  wo r k s .  A n d  t h e  s e a  g ave  u p  t h e  d e a d  w h i c h  
were  in  i t ;  and  dea th  and  he l l  de l ive red  up  the  dead  
which were in them: and they were judged ever y man  
accord ing  to  the i r  work s .’ Wha t  a  de sc r ip t ion !  Wha t  
a  d ay  w i l l  b e  t h e  j udgemen t -d ay !  The  vo i c e  o f  t h e  
de s cend ing  Judge ;  the  c r y  o f  the  a rchange l ,  and  the  
t r ump o f  God ;  the  bu r s t i ng  tombs ,  and  r i s i ng  dead ;  
the  con f l ag r a t ion  o f  the  un ive r s e,  and  the  ga the r ing  
o f  the  na t ion s  to  the  Lord  in  the  a i r ;  the  s epa r a t ion  
of  the r ighteous  f rom the wicked;  and the f ina l  doom  
o f  a l l ;  t h e  c l o s i n g  o f  t i m e ,  a n d  t h e  c o m m e n c i n g  
o f  e te r n i ty ;  the  go ing  away  o f  the  wicked  in to  ever- 
las t ing punishment,  and of the r ighteous into l i fe eter- 
n a l !  Oh ,  wha t  d e s t i n i e s !  The  good  man  be l i eve s  a l l 
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th i s ,  and  ac t s  under  i t s  in f luence.  How many ha s  the  
p ro spec t  o f  a  day  o f  judgement  a l a r med in  the  mids t  
of  their  s ins ;  how many has  i t  checked;  how many has  
i t  b e en  t h e  me an s  o f  c onve r t i n g !  I  kn ew  a  l a d y  i n  
high l i fe,  one of  the most  accompl i shed women I  ever  
met with, who, while living in all the gaieties of fashion- 
able l i fe, visiting in noble f amilies, and fascinating them  
by her power to please,  dreamed that the day of judge- 
ment was ar r ived. She saw the Judge, in awful  majesty,  
commence  the  dread  a s s i ze.  Around h im,  in  a  c i rc l e,  
t h e  d i ame t e r  o f  wh i ch  no  eye  cou l d  mea su re ,  we re  
d r awn  the  human  r a c e,  a -wa i t i ng  t he i r  doom.  Wi th  
s low and so lemn pace,  he  t r aver sed  the  whole  c i rc le ;  
whomsoever  he  approved ,  to  them he  gave  the  token  
o f  h i s  accep tance  by  g rac ious ly  l ay ing  h i s  hand upon  
the i r  heads .  Many he  pa s sed ,  and  gave  them no s ign .  
A s  he  app roached  the  d re amer,  he r  anx i e ty  to  know  
whether she should receive the token of his  acceptance  
became  in t en se,  t i l l  a s  he  d rew s t i l l  nea re r,  and  wa s  
about to s top before her,  the agony of her mind awoke  
he r.  I t  wa s  bu t  a  d ream:  a  b l e s s ed  one,  however,  fo r  
her.  I t  produced,  through the Div ine ble s s ing ,  a  deep  
sol ic i tude for the sa lvat ion of  her soul .  She became an  
eminent  and devoted Chr i s t i an ;  and some year s  s ince  
depa r t ed ,  to  re ce ive  f rom Chr i s t  t he  g r a c iou s  token  
of  h i s  approva l ,  in  hi s  immedia te  presence,  and in the  
regions of immortality.

You, too, young man, must be brought into judgement.  
You are to form a par t of the circle drawn round Chr ist,  
to receive your sentence: he wil l  approach you; he wil l  
g ive  you the  token o f  recept ion or  re jec t ion .  Do,  do  
con s ide r  th a t  t remendous  s c ene.  How awfu l  wa s  the  
i rony  o f  So l omon !  ‘Re j o i c e ,  O  you ng  ma n ,  i n  t hy 
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youth;  and le t  thy hear t  cheer  thee in  the days  of  thy  
youth,  and walk in the ways of  thine hear t ,  and in the  
s ight  o f  th ine  eye s :  but  know thou,  tha t  fo r  a l l  the se  
th ings  God wi l l  b r ing  thee  in to  judgement .’ You may  
go to  p l ace s  o f  v ic ious  amusement s ,  but  you mus t  go  
from thence to the judgement-seat of Chr ist :  there i s  a  
p a th  f rom eve r y  s c ene  o f  s i n  to  the  ba r  o f  God .  He  
goe s  wi th  you a s  a  wi tne s s ;  and  consc ience  a l so  goe s  
w i t h  yo u  a s  a  w i t n e s s :  w h a t  w i t n e s s e s  t h e s e  t o  b e  
b rought  aga in s t  you  in  judgement !  ‘ I  wi l l  come nea r  
to you to judgement, and I will be a swift witness against  
a l l  t h a t  f e a r  n o t  m e ,  s a i t h  t h e  L o rd .’ O h ,  d i d  yo u  
rea l i se this  awful  f act ,  did you keep your eye upon the  
judgement-seat ,  d id you ant ic ipate  your appearance a t  
the bar  of  Chr i s t ,  which re l ig ious  men do,  and which  
rel ig ion would lead you to do, i f  you possessed i t ,  how  
e f f ec tua l l y  would  you be  pro tec ted  f rom the  ev i l s  by  
w h i c h  yo u  a r e  s u r ro u n d e d !  C o u l d  yo u  s i n ,  w i t h  a  
vo i c e  s ound ing  i n  you r  e a r s ,  ‘ Fo r  a l l  t h e s e  t h ing s  I  
w i l l  b r i ng  you  in to  j udgemen t ? ’ No !  he re  wou ld  be  
a  de fence  to  you ,  a s  i t  ha s  been to  many o ther s ,  and  
is to many now. Adopt it as yours.
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CHAPTER 9

RELIGION THE SOURCE OF COMFORT AND HAPPINESS

‘Young men away  f rom home mus t  have  someth ing ’ ,  
you are  ready to say,  ‘ to  interes t ,  to  amuse,  to  g ra t i fy  
them. They have been ca l led to sacr i f ice  the comfor t s  
o f  the i r  f a ther ’s  house,  and to  endure  many hardsh ips  
and much d i scomfor t ,  and need someth ing to  en l iven  
and  d ive r t  t he i r  m ind s .’ Tr ue.  Bu t  i t  s hou ld  be  o f  a  
k ind that  wi l l  not  endanger their  hea l th,  their  mora l s ,  
or  their  future interes t s ,  and especia l ly  their  soul s .  To  
s e ek  re l i e f  f rom the  l a bou r s  o f  bu s i n e s s ,  t h e  g l oom  
o f  so l i tude,  or  the  annoyance  o f  an  unplea sant  home,  
by  ‘ the  p lea sure s  o f  s in ,  which  a re  but  fo r  a  s ea son ’ ,  
i s  to  rec r u i t  ou r  wea r i ed  na tu re,  and  to  en l iven  our  
dul l  f rame, by dr inking a sweet-tas ted and ef fervescing  
draught of  deadly poison.  That  young man i s  not  only  
n o t  p i o u s ,  bu t  s c a r c e l y  a c t s  t h e  p a r t  o f  a  r a t i o n a l  
creature, whose love of diver sion leads him to seek such  
g rat i f icat ions as  are ruinous to a l l  his  interests  for t ime  
and eternity.  A love of pleasure, a taste for amusement,  
a s  s u c h ,  i s  a  m o s t  d a n g e ro u s  p ro p e n s i t y.  B u s i n e s s ,  
young  man ,  bu s i n e s s  i s  wha t  you  s hou l d  a t t end  t o.  
There  i s  p lea sure  in  indus t r y.  Employment  i s  g r a t i f i - 
ca t ion.  But  s t i l l  you repeat ,  ‘We must  have something  
which  sha l l  in te re s t  the  mind  when bus ine s s  i s  ove r ; 
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which shall be a subject of hope and mental occupation,  
to f i l l  up the inter st ices of thought dur ing the day, and  
which shall be an object to which the eye may constantly  
tu r n  for  re f re shment  and  re l i e f  amids t  a l l  tha t  i s  d i s - 
gu s t i ng  and  d i she a r t en ing  in  the  rough  c a re s  o f  ou r  
s i tua t ion .’ Wel l ,  he re  i t  i s !  Here  i s  a  g lo r ious  ob jec t !  
Here is what you want, just what you want, and al l  you  
want .  Rel ig ion,  re l ig ion,  my reader,  wi l l  prove to be,  
i f  you t r y  i t ,  an  engag ing  companion,  a  sympath i s ing  
comfor ter,  an ever-present  f r iend,  and a  sure guide to  
the fountain of happiness. Do not l isten to the ignorant  
t e s t imony o f  those  who have  never  t r i ed  i t ,  and who  
represent i t  as  the enemy of human del ight ;  but at tend  
t o  t h e  i n t e l l i g en t  w i t n e s s  o f  t ho s e  who  s p e ak  f rom  
exper ience,  and who declare i t  to be the ver y e lement  
of  happiness .  Who would take the evidence of  a  bl ind  
man  abou t  co lou r  and  fo r m;  o r  o f  a  de a f  one  abou t  
s ound s ;  o r  o f  one  w i t hou t  t h e  s en s e  o f  t a s t e  a bou t  
f l avou r ?  And  equa l l y  i r r a t i on a l  wou ld  i t  b e  t o  t a ke  
the opinion of an ungodly man about religion.

I t  i s  a  t r u th ,  wh ich  the  expe r i ence  o f  mi l l i on s  ha s  
proved,  tha t  ‘Wisdom’s  ways  a re  ways  o f  p lea santnes s ,  
and  a l l  he r  p a th s  a re  pe ace.’ Con s ide r  wha t  re l i g ion  
i s :  not  mere  bodi ly  exerc i se,  a  drudger y of  for ms and  
c e remon ie s :  no,  bu t  an  occupa t ion  o f  t he  m ind  and  
hear t ;  an  occupa t ion ,  too,  which engages  the  noble s t  
contempla t ion of  the for mer,  and exerc i se s  the pures t  
a f f e c t ion s  o f  the  l a t t e r.  I t  i s  t he  emp loymen t  o f  the  
whole soul upon the subl imest object that mind can be  
c onve r s a n t  w i t h .  Men t a l  o c cup a t i on  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  
f e l i c i ty,  and here  i t  i s  in  per fec t ion and per manence.  
Dwell upon the pr ivileges of relig ion; the pardon of sin;  
the justif ication of our persons; the favour of the eternal 
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God, together with the consciousness of that f avour, and  
communion  wi th  h im;  peace  o f  con sc i ence,  l i ke  the  
sunsh ine  o f  the  brea s t ;  the  renova t ion o f  our  cor r upt  
n a tu re ;  and  the  sub j e c t i on  o f  p a s s i on ,  appe t i t e ,  and  
animal propensity,  to rules which revelat ion prescr ibes,  
and reason approves:  and al l  this  united with the hope,  
p ro s p e c t ,  a nd  f o re t a s t e  o f  e t e r n a l  g l o r y.  I  a s k ,  c a n  
the man whose mind i s  in thi s  s ta te  be otherwise than  
happy?  I  w i sh  to  impre s s  you  wi th  the  idea  tha t  the  
individual  who i s  thus re l ig ious ,  whose piety i s  Scr ip- 
tura l ,  evangel ica l ,  exper imenta l ;  and not super s t i t ious ,  
nominal, and ignorant, must be happy; not, indeed, per- 
fectly so, for perfect happiness is known only in the hea- 
venly world; but he is  contented and sat i s f ied, as  being  
i n  a  s t a t e  o f  repo s e.  H i s  m ind  i s  no t  anx iou s l y  and  
ignorant ly urg ing the quest ion, ‘Who wil l  show us any  
good? ’ He ha s  a  de f in i t e  idea  o f  wha t  wi l l  make  h im  
happy;  he  i s  not  in  ques t  o f  someth ing  to  occupy h i s  
mind and sa t i s fy  h i s  hear t ,  but  ha s  found i t ,  and i s  a t  
r e s t .  He  h a s  b e come  po s s e s s ed  o f  a  s up reme  ob j e c t  
o f  in te re s t ,  which h i s  hear t  loves ,  and h i s  consc ience  
approves ,  an  ob jec t  which has  many and g rea t  advan- 
t age s ;  i t  i s  a lways  a t  hand,  for  i t  i s  wi th  h im,  yea ,  in  
h im.  He proves  the  t r u th  o f  the  a s se r t ion ,  ‘The good  
man shal l  be sat i s f ied from himself ’ ;  because the spr ing  
o f  h i s  happines s  i s  in  h i s  own bosom. He i s  ca lm and  
t ranqui l :  hi s  p leasures  are not only pure,  but  peaceful ;  
they occasion no per turbation, no painful ref lection, no  
remor se ;  they  a re  inexpens ive ;  they  do not  unf i t  h im  
for  bus iness ,  nor create in him a di s tus t  with hi s  t rade  
or profess ion, but brace and invigorate him to car ry on  
i t s  l abour s ,  and  endure  i t s  c a re s ;  they  do  no t  impa i r 
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his health or enervate his mind, but are all of a healthful  
nature, both as regards the body and the soul.

R e l i g i o n ,  m o re ove r ,  i n c l u d e s  d u t i e s  t h a t  a r e  a l l  
ag reeable.  The love of  God,  the service of  Chr i s t ,  the  
p r ac t i ce  o f  ho l ine s s ,  the  de s t r uc t ion  o f  s in ,  the  cu l - 
t iva t ion of  char i ty,  a l l  a re  p lea sant .  The Chr i s t i an ,  in  
keeping holy  the sabbath in  the house  of  God,  enjoys  
f ar more delight than he does who desecrates it by Sun- 
day  excur s ions .  The read ing o f  the  Bible,  a l though i t  
does not f ascinate the imag inat ion, and kindle the pas- 
s ions,  l ike a novel or l icentious poem, soothes,  softens,  
a nd  s a n c t i f i e s  t h e  h e a r t .  P r aye r  i s  on e  o f  t h e  mo s t  
e leva t ing exerc i se s  in  which the  sou l  can be  engaged,  
f o r  i t  i s  man  speak ing  to  God ;  the  poor  f r a i l ,  f i n i t e  
child of dust and ashes, admitted, through the mediation  
o f  C h r i s t ,  t o  a n  a u d i e n c e  w i t h  t h e  K i n g  e t e r n a l ,  
immor ta l ,  invi s ible,  the only wise  God.  And as  to the  
pleasures of  f r iendship,  where are they enjoyed in such  
perfection as in the communion of saints?

Nor i s  th i s  a l l :  for  re l ig ion suppl ies  an inexhaust ible  
source of  the deepest  interest ,  in the var ious g reat  and  
glor ious institutions which are formed and in operation  
to  p romote  the  mora l ,  s p i r i tu a l ,  and  e t e r na l  we l f a re  
o f  mank ind ;  t o  many  o f  t he s e,  young  men  a re  con- 
t r ibu t ing  in  d i f f e ren t  way s ,  the i r  va luable  a s s i s t ance.  
I  c an  wi th  con f idence  a sk ,  whether  the  po l lu ted  and  
po l lu t ing  s cene s  o f  ea r th ly  p lea su re s ,  to  which  many  
resor t ,  can yie ld ha l f  the sa t i s f act ion which i s  enjoyed  
a t  publ ic  meet ings  of  re l ig ions  ins t i tut ions ,  where in- 
te re s t ing  f ac t s  un i te  to  cap t iva te  the  imag ina t ion and  
de l ight  the  hear t :  a t  the  fe s t ive  scenes  o f  a  tea-par ty,  
he ld  by  a  company  o f  Sunday- schoo l  t e acher s ,  o r  by 
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the  co l lec tor s  o f  a  juveni le  mi s s ionar y  soc ie ty,  or  the  
member s of  a  society for mental  improvement,  there i s  
m o r e  r e a l  e n j oy m e n t  t h a n  i n  a n y  o f  t h o s e  s i n f u l  
d ive r s i on s  i n  wh i ch  men  o f  co r r up t  t a s t e  f i nd  the i r  
amusement .  The  g rea t  mora l  en te r p r i s e  fo r  the  con- 
ver s ion  o f  the  wor ld ,  now ca r r y ing  on i t s  opera t ions  
t h ro u g h  a l l  l a n d s ,  s u p p l i e s  a n  o b j e c t  o f  u n r iva l l e d  
subl imi ty,  sp l endour,  and  impor t ance,  and  which ,  by  
f i r i ng  t he  amb i t i on ,  and  emp loy ing  t he  ene r g i e s  o f  
you th fu l  p i e t y,  n eve r  f a i l s  t o  be  p roduc t ive  o f  pu re  
d e l i gh t ,  a s  o f t en  a s  t h e  eye  con t emp l a t e s  i t ,  o r  t h e  
mind is conscious of promoting it.

B l e s s ed  wi th  t r ue  p i e ty,  a  you th  may  be  happy  any  
and  eve r y  whe re.  The  app ren t i c e ,  s e r v i ng  t h e  mo s t  
tyrannica l  mas ter,  or  oppres sed by the most  unfee l ing  
and hard-hear ted mistress ,  wil l  s t i l l  f ind, i f  he possesses  
relig ion, a relief suff icient to lighten the yoke and soften  
the  r igour s  o f  the  se r v ice.  And how i t  wi l l  cheer  the  
s o l i t ude  o f  t h e  c l e r k  o r  t h e  s hopman  i n  h i s  p r iva t e  
lodg ings ,  when nei ther  f r iend nor  companion i s  near !  
There he can commune with hi s  God,  and pray to hi s  
heaven ly  Fa the r,  though  h i s  e a r th ly  one  be  f a r  f rom  
h im .  He  i s  no t  now  t emp t ed  t o  l e ave  h i s  c h e e r l e s s  
dwell ing in quest of comfor t, for he can f ind enough in  
re l ig ious exerci ses :  or  i f  he wishes ,  a s  he lawful ly may  
do, to relieve his solitude, he can be happy in hear ing a  
s e r mon,  o r  go ing  to  the  mee t ing  o f  some commit tee  
wi th which he i s  connected,  or  to the publ ic  meet ing  
of  some socie ty  which may be he ld in the neighbour- 
hood.  Sol i tude i t se l f  i s  not  di sag reeable,  for  he wishes  
to  cu l t iva te  h i s  mind by  knowledge,  and h i s  hear t  by  
p ie ty ;  and when exchanged for  soc ia l  in tercour se  and  
p leasures ,  they are  of  a  k ind to do him not  har m, but 
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good.  Re l ig ion  thus  makes  h im comfor t able  whether  
a l o n e  o r  i n  s o c i e t y.  Yo u n g  m a n ,  I  wa n t  yo u  t o  b e  
happy,  and I  am sure there i s  only one th ing that  wi l l  
m a ke  yo u  s o ,  a n d  t h a t  i s  t r u e  p i e t y.  Yo u  m ay  b e  
amused and g rat i f ied,  pleased and diver ted,  at  leas t  for  
a  wh i l e,  w i thou t  th i s ;  bu t  amusemen t  and  d ive r s i on  
are only subst i tutes  for  happiness ,  not  the thing i t se l f .  
Man was  made for  the ser v ice and enjoyment of  God,  
a nd  h e  c anno t  b e  t r u l y  h appy  t i l l  h e  i s  b rough t  t o  
answer the end of his creation.

Who can te l l  what  sor row awai t s  h im in future  l i fe?  
Oh, could I l i f t  up the vei l  of futur ity, and disclose the  
scenes  o f  your  h i s tor y,  how would  your  hear t  s ink to  
fo re see  the  t r i a l s  tha t  a re  in  re se r ve  fo r  you .  Se t t ing  
out upon the voyage of l i fe, with a br ight sky, a smooth  
sea, a f air wind, and every sail f i l led with the propitious  
breeze, you may soon have to encounter the storm that  
wil l  reduce you to a wreck on some inhospitable shore.  
Your trade may f a i l ,  your wife may die,  and your con- 
s t i tut ion s ink under the pressure of  accumulated woes.  
W h a t  i s  t h e r e  t o  c o m f o r t  a n d  s u p p o r t  yo u  a m i d s t  
sol i tude, and the long, dark, wintry night of adver s i ty?  
Relig ion, had you sought i t  in the season of youth and  
he a l t h ,  wou ld  have  he lped  you  to  su s t a i n  the  shock  
o f  mi s fo r tune  by  i t s  conso l ing  and  s t reng then ing  in- 
f luence :  but  you have neg lec ted i t ,  and in  i t s  absence  
there i s  nothing human or Divine to suppor t  you,  and  
you fall , f ir st into pover ty, then to dr inking, then to the  
g rave,  and then to the bottomless  pi t .  How many who  
have died of a broken hear t ,  or as  mar tyr s  to drunken- 
ne s s ,  and  have  gone  f rom the  so r rows  o f  t ime  to  the  
torments of  eter nity,  would, i f  they had possessed rel i- 
g ion,  notwiths tanding thei r  mis for tunes ,  have l ived in 
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peace, died in hope, and been blessed forever! Relig ion,  
i f  i t  led only to misery upon ear th, i f  i t  were real ly the  
g l o o my  a n d  p l e a s u re - d e s t roy i n g  t h i n g  w h i c h  m a ny  
represent i t ,  and other s bel ieve i t  to be, yet ,  as  i t  leads  
from everlast ing misery to eternal bliss  hereafter, would  
be our highest  as  wel l  as  our incumbent duty;  for who  
wou ld  no t  e s c ape  f rom he l l  and  f l e e  to  heaven ,  i f  i t  
c ou l d  on l y  b e  done  by  p a s s i n g  t h rough  C immer i an  
shades ,  or  a  per petua l  mar tyrdom? But ins tead of  thi s ,  
t rue piety i s  the most serene and del ightsome thing on  
ear th.  I t  i s  the sweetener of our comfor ts ,  the softener  
o f  our  cares ,  the so lace of  our  sor rows.  I t  depr ives  us  
o f  no en joyment  but  what  would  in jure  us ,  and g ives  
o the r  and  f a r  be t t e r  one s  i n  p l a ce  o f  t ho s e  i t  t ake s .  
I t  i s  the spr ing f lower of  youth,  wi th the summer sun  
o f  our  manhood ,  the  au tumn f r u i t s  o f  our  dec l in ing  
ye a r s ,  a nd  t h e  l un a r  b r i gh tne s s  o f  t h e  w in t r y  n i gh t  
of  our old age.  I t  i s  a  verdant ,  quiet ,  sec luded path to  
t h e  p a r a d i s e  o f  God ;  a nd ,  a f t e r  g iv i n g  u s  t h e  l i g h t  
of  h i s  countenance in l i fe,  the suppor t  of  h i s  g race in  
death,  wi l l  conduct  us  to  hi s  presence,  where there  i s  
fu l lnes s  o f  joy,  and to hi s  r ight  hand,  where there  are  
pleasures for evermore.
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CHAPTER 10

RELIGION A MEANS OF PROMOTING THE TEMPORAL  
INTEREST OF ITS POSSESSOR

Did you  eve r  con s i d e r  t h e  w i s e  K ing ’s  p r a i s e  o f  
Wisdom, and the beautiful personifications in which he  

convey s  i t ?  ‘Happy  i s  t he  man  tha t  f i nde th  w i sdom,  
and the man that  get te th under s tanding.  For  the mer- 
chandise  of  i t  i s  bet ter  than the merchandise  of  s i lver,  
a n d  t h e  g a i n  t h e r e o f  t h a n  f i n e  g o l d .  S h e  i s  m o r e  
precious than rubies ,  and a l l  the things that thou canst  
desire are not to be compared unto her. Length of days  
i s  in  he r  r i gh t  hand ;  and  in  her  l e f t  hand  r i che s  and  
honou r.  He r  way s  a re  way s  o f  p l e a s an tne s s ,  a nd  a l l  
her  pa ths  a re  peace.  She i s  a  t ree  o f  l i f e  to  them tha t  
lay hold upon her : and happy is everyone that retaineth  
he r.’ Th i s  i s  one  o f  t he  s p a rk l i ng  gems  o f  compos i - 
t ion which decorate and enliven the pages of Scr ipture.  
Go,  young man,  to  th i s  beaut i fu l  per soni f ica t ion,  th i s  
ange l  for m;  she  ha s  l ength  o f  days  in  her  r ight  hand.  
Re l ig ion  wi l l  no t  nece s s a r i l y  in sure  hea l th  and  aver t  
disease;  but i t  wi l l  prevent the const i tut ion from being  
de s t royed  o r  impa i red  by  v i ce.  Read  the  de sc r ip t ion  
which i s  g iven of  the consequences  of  s in in the book  
o f  Jo b,  a s  e x h i b i t e d  i n  a n  a g e d ,  wo r n - o u t  s i n n e r :  
‘His  bones are ful l  of  the s in of  hi s  youth,  which shal l 
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l i e  d ow n  w i t h  h i m  i n  t h e  d u s t ’ ;  a n d  t h e n  a d d  t h e  
language of  Solomon, where he says ,  ‘and thou mourn  
at the last ,  when thy f lesh and thy bones are consumed,  
and say,  “How have I  hated ins t r uct ion,  and my hear t  
despised reproof ;  and have not obeyed the voice of  my  
teacher s ,  nor incl ined mine ear to them that instructed  
me !  I  was  a lmos t  in  a l l  ev i l  in  the  mids t  o f  the  con- 
g rega t ion  and  a s s embly.”’ Mar ty r s  o f  concup i s cence,  
v i c t ims  o f  d r unkenne s s ,  ye  l o a th some  spec t a c l e s ,  ye  
l iving corpses,  ful l  of every thing that i s  tormenting to  
your se lve s  and d i sgus t ing  to  o ther s ,  r i s e  l ike  spec t re s  
be fo re  the  imag ina t ion  o f  young  men,  to  de te r  them  
from the cr imes which have reduced you to cor ruption,  
even  on  th i s  s i de  o f  the  g r ave.  Re l i g ion  wou ld  have  
g u a rd e d  yo u  f ro m  a l l  t h i s !  S u c h  m e n  l i ve  o u t  n o t  
h a l f  t h e i r  d ay s .  B u t  s e e  w h a t  i s  i n  t h e  l e f t  h a n d  
o f  w i s dom ;  ‘ r i c h e s  a nd  honou r ’ .  No t  t h a t  r e l i g i on  
s h i e l d s  f rom pove r t y,  and  gu ide s  a l l  h e r  s ub j e c t s  t o  
wea l th :  but  s t i l l  i t  p revent s  the  c r imes  which  l ead  to  
the  one,  and  imp l an t s  the  v i r tue s  wh ich  t end  to  the  
o t h e r .  S i n  i s  a n  e xp en s ive  t h i n g ,  a s  I  h ave  a l r e a d y  
remarked;  i t  i s  a  cons tant  dra in  upon the  pocket ,  and  
keeps a man poor, or makes him dishonest :  while piety  
i s  f r uga l ,  indus t r ious ,  sober,  and  pr udent ;  i t  makes  a  
man  t r u s twor thy,  con f iden t i a l ,  and  p rocure s  fo r  h im  
esteem, preference, and station. Do you wish to prosper,  
a nd  g e t  on  i n  t h e  wo r l d  ( a nd  i t  i s  qu i t e  l aw fu l  f o r  
you to  wi sh  i t ,  you ought ,  indeed,  to  wi sh  i t ) ?  go to  
wisdom, and take the bless ing, even r iches and honour,  
which  she  ha s  in  he r  l e f t  hand ,  and  which  she  ho ld s  
out  to you.  Go and pluck the f rui t  of  thi s  t ree of  l i fe,  
or catch the precious produce as the boughs are shaken  
by the favouring gales of Providence.
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How many young men have le f t  the i r  na t ive  v i l l age,  
and their f ather’s  house, with al l  the proper ty they had  
on  ea r th  t i ed  up  in  the  bund le  they  c a r r i ed  in  the i r  
h a n d ,  a n d  h ave  g o n e  t o  L o n d o n  p o o r  a n d  a l m o s t  
f r iendles s  l ads ,  who yet ,  because they became the di s- 
c i p l e s  a n d  a d m i r e r s  o f  t h i s  w i s d o m ,  h ave  r i s e n  t o  
o p u l e n c e  a n d  r e s p e c t a b i l i t y !  W h a t  n a m e s  c o u l d  I  
record,  dear  to  the church of  God,  and known to the  
f r iends of  man throughout the countr y and the world,  
who,  by  the  a i d  o f  re l i g i on ,  ro s e  f rom ob s cu r i t y  t o  
renown ,  and  f rom pove r t y  t o  wea l t h !  The i r  h i s t o r y  
i s  a  s t r i k ing  p roo f  th a t  ‘ god l i ne s s  i s  p ro f i t ab l e  un to  
a l l  th ings ,  having promise  of  the l i fe  that  now i s ,  and  
o f  t h a t  wh i ch  i s  t o  come.’ I  cou ld  men t ion ,  we re  i t  
proper,  the  name of  one,  who went  in to an extens ive  
conce r n  i n  London  a s  a  boy  t o  sweep  the  s hop  and  
car ry out goods, who became, at length, possessor of the  
who le  conce r n ,  d i ed  r i ch ,  and  h i s  p rope r ty,  in  pa r t ,  
became the foundat ion of  a  new char i table inst i tut ion:  
of another, who, from a poor lad, became a leading man  
in one of our relig ious denominations, and the treasurer  
o f  one  o f  our  mos t  u se fu l  soc ie t i e s :  o f  a  th i rd ,  who,  
from being a shop-boy in the city, became the possessor  
of  a large for tune, which at  his  decease enr iched many  
of the noblest  inst i tut ions of the present t ime. In these  
cases ,  re l ig ion,  by render ing them s teady,  indust r ious ,  
and conf ident ia l ,  was  the means of  their  opulence and  
e levat ion.  They shunned evi l  companions ,  ev i l  p laces ,  
evi l  habi t s ,  evi l  amusements ,  and,  under  the inf luence  
o f  p i e t y,  en t e red  tho s e  p a th s  wh i ch  l e ad  many  f rom  
pover ty to wealth, and from obscur ity to renown. They  
sa t  down as  young men at  the feet  of  wisdom, lear ned  
her lessons, and received her rewards.
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I do not mean to say that rel ig ion without application  
to business ,  or ta lents for i t ,  wil l  succeed; but rel ig ion,  
by  g iv ing d i l igence  and shar pening the  f acu l t ie s ,  wi l l  
p romote  succe s s .  P ie ty  exer t s  a  f avourable  in f luence,  
not only on the morals, but on the secular habits of life:  
and one piece of  advice which wisdom del iver s ,  as  she  
ho ld s  ou t  he r  l e f t  h and  b l e s s ing s ,  i s ,  ‘Be  d i l i gen t  in  
bus iness ,  a s  wel l  a s  fervent in spir i t ,  serving the Lord.’  
It is  a lawful and proper ambition to try to excel in the  
profess ion or business  to which you have devoted your  
l i fe. You ought not to be satis f ied with dull mediocr ity,  
much  l e s s  w i th  c reep ing ,  g rove l l i ng  in f e r io r i t y.  You  
happi ly l ive in a country where the summits  of  society  
are access ible to those who seem, by the circumstances  
o f  t h e i r  b i r t h ,  t o  b e  p l a c e d  a t  t h e  b a s e ;  bu t  i t  i s  
only ta lent,  united with good conduct,  that can expect  
to r i se :  whi le incompetence,  which i s  more f requent ly  
the re su l t  o f  a  want  o f  appl ica t ion than of  ab i l i ty  and  
i ndo l ence,  w i l l  s i nk .  P i e t y  and  a  d e s i re  t o  exce l  i n  
business are helpful to each other :  the former wil l  g ive  
the vir tues necessar y to the lat ter,  while the lat ter wil l  
guard the former from being destroyed by many of those  
evils to which youth are exposed, and by which they are  
hindered from getting on in life.

The cu l t iva t ion of  the  mind in  a l l  u se fu l  knowledge  
i s  a l so  aux i l i a r y  to  e l eva t ion  in  l i f e.  A re l i g ious  do l t  
may  r i s e,  bu t  i t  i s  no t  u sua l .  Be s ide s ,  admi t t ing  tha t  
re l i g ion  doe s  somet imes  he lp  ignorance  up  the  s t eep  
a scent  to  wea l th ,  i t  i s  knowledge  a lone  tha t  can  f i t  a  
man  fo r  eminent  u se fu lne s s .  Employ  your  spa re  t ime  
in  re ad ing ,  and  acqu i r ing  knowledge.  Ignorance  wa s  
never  so  inexcusable  a s  i t  i s  now,  when the  founta ins  
o f  s c i ence  a re  opened  a l l  a round u s ,  and  the  s t reams 
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of  l ea r n ing  a re  f lowing  even in to  the  co t t age s  o f  the  
poor. Relig ion and knowledge ag ree well  together, and  
a re  re c i p roc a l l y  h e l p f u l .  L e t  you r  re ad ing  b e  s e l e c t  
and  u se fu l .  Squander  no t  the  l i t t l e  t ime  you  have  to  
s p a re  upon  t r a s h .  Read  h i s t o r y,  n a tu r a l  ph i l o sophy,  
the evidences of revealed relig ion, and some of our best  
periodical publications.

H ow  we l l  i s  t h a t  yo u n g  m a n  d e f e n d e d  f ro m  t h e  
danger s  tha t  su r round h im,  and  how l ike ly  to  r i s e  in  
l i fe,  who has  re l ig ion to sanct i fy hi s  hear t ,  appl icat ion  
to bus iness  to occupy hi s  t ime,  and a  ta s te  for  reading  
t o  e m p l oy  h i s  l e i s u r e !  I t  i s  h e  t h a t  r e c e i ve s  f ro m  
w i sdom the  b l e s s i ng s  she  ho ld s  fo r th  in  bo th  o f  he r  
h a n d s ;  l e n g t h  o f  d ay s  i n  t h e  r i g h t ,  a n d  r i c h e s  a n d  
h o n o u r  i n  t h e  l e f t :  a n d  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  i t  i s  h i s  
to  ga ther  f rom the  t ree  o f  l i f e  the  f r u i t  o f  g lo r y  and  
immortality.
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CHAPTER 11

RELIGION A MEANS OF USEFULNESS

To do good is  God-like; to do evi l  i s  devi l- l ike: and  
we are all imitating God or Satan, accordingly as we  

are leading a holy or a sinful l i fe. It is said in Scr ipture,  
tha t  ‘one  s inner  de s t roye th  much good ’ ,  he  not  on ly  
doe s  no t  do  good  h im s e l f ,  bu t  h e  d e s t roy s  good  i n  
o the r s .  In s t e ad  o f  do ing  good ,  he  doe s  ev i l .  He  no t  
on ly  l eaves  unas s i s ted  a l l  the  g rea t  means  and in s t r u- 
ments for improving and blessing the world, and has no  
s h a re  i n  a l l  t h a t  i s  b e ing  done  f o r  t he  s p i r i t u a l  and  
e t e r n a l  we l f a re  o f  mank ind ;  bu t  h e  oppo s e s  i t ,  a nd  
seeks to perpetuate and extend the reign of sin, and the  
k i n g d o m  o f  S a t a n .  H e  c o r r u p t s  by  h i s  p r i n c i p l e s ,  
seduces  by hi s  example,  and leads  other s  a s t ray  by hi s  
per suas ions .  Who can imag ine,  I  aga in say,  how many  
miserable ghosts await his ar r ival in hel l ,  or fol low him  
there  to  be  h i s  tor mentor s ,  in  revenge for  h i s  hav ing  
b e en  t h e i r  t emp t e r.  He  i s  eve r  s c a t t e r i ng  t h e  s e ed s  
of poison and death in his  path. Relig ion happi ly saves  
f rom th i s  mi sch ie f  a l l  who pos se s s  i t :  i t  makes  a  man  
an  in s t r ument  o f  good,  and not  o f  ev i l ,  to  h i s  f e l low  
c rea ture s ;  i t  render s  h im a  ble s s ing ,  and  not  a  cur se ;  
a  saviour,  and not a destroyer ;  a  physician to heal ,  and  
not  a  murderer  to  des t roy.  He l ive s  to  do good,  good 
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of the noblest  and most las t ing kind; good to the soul ,  
good to distant nations, good to the world, good to un- 
born generat ions,  good for eter nity.  He is  a benef actor  
to his  species ,  a phi lanthropist  of the noblest  order.  By  
a pious example, he adorns relig ion, and recommends it  
to other s ,  who, at tracted by the beauties  of  hol iness  as  
they are ref lected from his  character,  are led to imitate  
h i s  conduct .  He connect s  h imse l f ,  whi le  ye t  a  youth ,  
wi th  a  Sunday  school ,  and t r a in s  up the  minds  o f  h i s  
s cho la r s  in  the  ways  o f  v i r tue  and  re l ig ion .  He a s so- 
c i a te s  wi th  a  Trac t  Soc ie ty,  and v i s i t s  the  hab i t a t ions  
o f  the  poor  wi th  the se  admi rable  compends  o f  B ib l e  
t r uth.  As hi s  l i fe  advances ,  h i s  proper ty increases ,  and  
his influence becomes more powerful, his sphere of use- 
fulness widens, his energ ies strengthen, and his devoted- 
n e s s  b e come s  mo re  i n t en s e .  He  con s e c r a t e s  a  s h a re  
o f  h i s  g a i n s  t o  t h e  f und s  o f  B i b l e ,  M i s s i on a r y,  a nd  
var ious other societies,  and g ives his t ime, wisdom, and  
l abour  to  the  commit tee s  tha t  d i rec t  the i r  a f f a i r s .  He  
thus lives not for himself alone, but for the glory of God,  
the  sp read  o f  re l i g ion ,  and  the  s a lva t ion  o f  sou l s .  To  
do good is his aim, his delight, his business. He catches  
the spir i t  of the t imes, and is  a man of the age, and for  
the  age.  In  sec re t  he  swe l l s  the  c loud o f  incense  tha t  
r ises from the church, and which no sooner touches the  
throne of g race than it  descends in showers of bless ings  
upon  the  wor l d .  He  need s  no t  t he  i n tox i c a t i ng  cup  
of worldly amusement, as a relief and diversion from the  
t o i l s  o f  bu s ine s s ,  and  the  c a re s  o f  l i f e ,  bu t  d r i nk s  a  
purer draught from the fountain of l iving water s which  
he is engaged in conveying to those who are sinking in- 
to eter nal  death. He is  consulted on every new scheme  
of  mercy,  and ca l led on to a s s i s t  in  working i t  for  the 
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re l i e f  o f  human  wre t chedne s s .  H i s  n ame  i s  en ro l l ed  
on the l i s t  of  publ ic benef actor s ,  and pronounced with  
respect by a l l  who know him. The bless ing of him that  
was ready to per ish comes upon him, and he has caused  
t h e  w idow’s  h e a r t  t o  s i ng  f o r  j oy.  Thu s  he  l ive s .  A  
happy death ter minates  a  holy and useful  l i fe.  ‘ I  heard  
a voice from heaven saying unto me, Wr ite, Blessed are  
the dead which die in the Lord,  f rom hencefor th:  Yea,  
sa i th the Spir i t ,  that  they may res t  f rom their  labour s ;  
and  the i r  works  do  fo l low them.’ He i s  rece ived  in to  
g lo r y  by  the  Lord  Je su s ,  who  wi th  a  sm i l e  b id s  h im  
welcome, saying, ‘Well done, good and f aithful servant,  
e n t e r  t hou  i n t o  t h e  j oy  o f  t hy  Lo rd .’ Tr an s c enden t  
s c ene !  g l o r i ou s  s p e c t a c l e !  H i s  u s e f u l n e s s  i s  s e en  i n  
l iv ing for ms of  g lor y ever la s t ing.  The good he did on  
e a r th  fo l l ows  h im to  heaven ,  and  i s  a  p a r t  o f  i t .  He  
wil l  never cease to reap the r ich reward of doing good,  
as  with ador ing wonder and rapturous del ight he hear s  
h i s  name repea ted  wi th  g ra te fu l  p r a i s e  in  the  go lden  
s t ree t s  o f  the  New Je r usa lem,  by  those  whom he  was  
the instrument of conducting to the celestial city.

Young  man ,  h ave  you  amb i t i on ?  Can  you r  sou l  be  
f i red with the name of  g lor y or  the prospect  of  noble  
d e e d s ?  H ave  yo u  a  p u l s e  t h a t  b e a t s  t o  t h e  s o u n d  
o f  immor ta l i ty,  tha t  word which has  ra i sed and led to  
act ion an ar my of  heroic spir i t s  pant ing for f ame? Oh,  
here, here, behold an object worthy to kindle this ardent  
f l ame  in  the  human b rea s t .  Here  i s  the  h igh  road  to  
renown,  and here  a lone.  Al l  e l se  be s ide  re l ig ion ,  and  
that which rel ig ion produces, shal l  per ish. The garlands  
w h i c h  a r e  h a n g  a ro u n d  t h e  bu s t s  w h i c h  h ave  b e e n  
placed in the temple of f ame shall per ish, for the temple  
i t se l f  sha l l  per i sh  in  the  g rea t  conf l ag ra t ion;  but  here 
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i s  immor t a l i t y.  Sou l s  a re  immor t a l ;  r e l i g i on  i s  im- 
mor t a l ;  s a l va t i on  i s  immor t a l ;  and  so  i s  t he  renown  
of  him ‘who conver teth a  s inner  f rom the er ror  of  hi s  
way s ,  and  s ave th  a  sou l  f rom dea th .’ Th i s  renown i s  
wi th in  your  reach.  I t  i s  not  an objec t  o f  on ly  o f f i c i a l  
and minister ial ambition; nor within the power of g reat  
wealth, or lofty genius,  or commanding inf luence only;  
but always attainable by real  piety, even piety in youth,  
and piety in humble l i fe.  The honour of  being usefu l ,  
the glory of being instrumental in saving souls, is placed  
w i th in  the  re ach  o f  the  younge s t ,  poore s t ,  and  mos t  
i l l i t e r a t e  a sp i r an t  a f t e r  the  migh ty  and  t r u ly  subl ime  
achievement.

N eve r ,  n eve r ,  my  yo u n g  f r i e n d ,  we re  t h e r e  s u c h  
opportunities, or such means of holy usefulness, as there  
are now, and never were there such incentives to it. The  
wor ld  i s  in  movement ,  and so  i s  the  church .  The age  
of  inact iv i ty i s  pas t ,  the era of  genera l  act ion i s  come.  
The armies of good and evi l  are marching to the scene  
of conflict, and muster ing in the valley of decision. The  
gospel  trumpet i s  blowing, and cal l ing the hosts  of  the  
Lord to the battle, which is to rescue the world from the  
s lavery of s in and Satan, and restore i t  to God. Victory  
i s  ce r t a in ,  and the  shout  o f  i t  wi l l  one  day  be  heard ,  
a scending to heaven f rom thi s  regenera ted ear th .  Wil l  
yo u  b e  i d l e ?  W h a t !  a t  s u c h  a  t i m e ?  Wi l l  yo u  h ave  
no  sha re  in  such  a  t r iumph?  But  th i s  i s  no t  a l l .  Wi l l  
you be in the routed army, and belong to the discomfited  
f o e ,  wh i ch  you  mu s t  b e  i f  you  a re  no t  p i ou s ?  The  
cause of rel ig ion is but one, and al l  the pious belong to  
i t ,  and  a re  iden t i f i ed  wi th  i t ;  and  the  cau se  o f  s in  i s  
but  one,  and a l l  the  i r re l ig ious  a re  ident i f ied wi th i t .  
Rel ig ion i s  des t ined to v ic tor y a l l  over  the ear th,  and 
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ever y t r ue Chr i s t i an does  something to acce lera te  the  
tr iumph, and will share the honour of the glor ious con- 
quest .  What,  then, i s  a  l i fe  of  s in,  of  worldly pleasure,  
o f  g ay  d i s s i p a t ion ,  compared  wi th  a  l i f e  o f  re l i g ion !  
What a contrast in their nature, and oh! what a contrast  
in  their  resu l t s !  The for mer i s  the cour se  of  a  demon,  
the la t ter  of  a  minis ter ing angel ;  and whi le the for mer  
s h a l l  e a t  t h e  f r u i t  o f  i t s  do i ng s  f o r  eve r  i n  t h e  p i t  
o f  de s t r uc t ion ,  the  l a t t e r  sh a l l  g a the r  i t s  eve r l a s t i ng  
reward from the tree of life in the paradise of God.
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CHAPTER 12

RELIGION AS A PREPARATION FOR BEING THE HEAD OF  
A HOUSEHOLD UPON EARTH, AND FOR AN ETERNAL  

HOME IN HEAVEN

You are prepar ing,  in your present s i tuat ion,  to act  
the par t to which Providence may have destined you  

upon  e a r th ;  and  i t  i s  eve r y  way  p robab l e,  a c co rd ing  
to the natural  cour se of events ,  that in a few year s  you  
wil l  be found at  the head of a household of  your own.  
Thi s  opens  to  you not  on ly  an  in te re s t ing  scene,  but  
a l so  an impor tant  and ver y  re spons ible  one.  From the  
na ture  and cons t i tu t ion of  soc ie ty,  the  des t iny o f  one  
generation is powerfully affected by the conduct of that  
wh ich  p recede s  i t .  The  husband  in f luence s  the  wi f e,  
t h e  f a t h e r  t h e  c h i l d ,  a n d  t h e  m a s t e r  t h e  s e r v a n t ;  
con sequen t l y,  o f  how much moment  i s  the  cha r ac te r  
o f  t h e  h e ad  o f  a  f am i l y !  How many  hou s eho l d s  a re  
scenes  o f  d i scord and wretchednes s ,  and are  a t  l ength  
reduced  to  pover ty  and  r u in ,  by  a  d r unken p lea sure- 
lov ing  or  id le  f a ther !  How many who ente r  l i f e  wi th  
the f a i re s t  prospect s  o f  comfor t  and succes s ,  throw a l l  
away  by  s i n !  T h ey  d r aw  s o m e  l ove l y  a n d  v i r t u o u s  
young woman into the companionship of life with them,  
see a  f ami ly r i s ing around,  and are bound by ever y t ie  
of justice and honour to provide for the comfort of their 
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wife, and the prosper ity of their chi ldren; but they had  
acquired habits of indolence and extravagance in youth,  
and  a l l  goe s  wrong ,  t i l l  r u i n  d r ive s  t h em f rom th a t  
home,  wh ich  indu s t r y  and  sobr i e ty  wou ld  have  ena- 
b l e d  t h e m  t o  m a i n t a i n ;  a t  l e n g t h  t h e  w i f e  d i e s  
of a broken hear t ,  and the chi ldren become vag rants in  
the world.  Relig ion would have prevented a l l  this ,  and  
p re s e r ved  th a t  bo r ne  to  be  a  s c ene  o f  o rde r,  p e a ce,  
plenty, and respectability.

But  even where  th ings  do not  reach th i s  po in t ,  and  
t h e r e  i s  n e i t h e r  v i c e  n o r  wa n t ,  bu t  m o r a l i t y,  a n d  
s u c ce s s ,  s t i l l  t h i nk  o f  a  f am i l y  w i thou t  re l i g i on ,  an  
a the i s t ic  household ,  in  which there  i s  no wor ship,  no  
instruction, no regard to eternity, a mere temporal con- 
federation, though fol lowed with eternal consequences.  
Ever y f a ther  and mother  i s  answerable  to God for  the  
sou l s  o f  the i r  ch i ld ren  and se r vant s ;  and  oh !  what  an  
account wil l  those who are ir relig ious have to render to  
h im a t  the  day  o f  j udgement !  Wha t  an  e t e r n i t y  w i l l  
such parents  have to spend in the bottomless  pi t ,  with  
those  chi ldren whose  soul s  s ank th i ther  through the i r  
guilty neglect!

Re l i g ion  w i l l  f i t  you  to  p re s i de  w i th  d i gn i t y  ove r  
your household: it wil l add the sanctity of the Chr istian  
t o  t h e  a u t ho r i t y  o f  t h e  p a ren t  a nd  t h e  ma s t e r ,  a nd  
rende r  obed i ence,  on  the  p a r t  o f  you r  ch i l d ren  and  
ser vant s ,  more p lea sant  and easy,  a s  g iven to one who  
h a s  s u c h  h i g h  c l a i m s  t o  i t .  H ow  w i l l  yo u r  f a m i l y  
p rayer s  t end  to  keep  up,  in  a l l  o ther  re spec t s ,  f ami ly  
order !  Piety wi l l  s t rengthen and sof ten ever y domest ic  
t i e,  a s  we l l  a s  consec ra te  ever y  domes t i c  occupa t ion .  
It wil l  l ighten the cares of business, br ighten the scenes  
of  prosper i ty,  and yie ld consolat ion in the dark season 
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o f  f a m i l y  s o r row.  I f  c a l l e d  t o  l e ave  yo u r  w i f e  a n d  
f ami ly,  i t  wi l l  mi t iga te  the  pang  o f  separa t ion  by  the  
prospect  o f  e te r na l  union in  a  wor ld  where  dea th  ha s  
no power ;  or  i f  requi red to  sur render  a  p ious  wi fe  or  
chi ldren, i t  wil l  prevent the st ing of that sor row which  
h a s  no  hope.  Wha t  a  b l i s s  t h en  t o  a  f am i l y,  wha t  a  
b en i gn  and  he aven l y  i nma t e ,  i s  s i n c e re ,  con s i s t en t ,  
eminen t  re l i g ion ,  a s  i t  s h ine s  fo r th  in  the  fo r m and  
character of a godly father and master!

And now, young man, let  me entreat  you to consider  
what  i s  the t rue character  of  your present  l i fe,  v iewed  
in re la t ion to the l i fe  that  i s  to come. Are you now at  
h o m e ,  o r  a r e  yo u  away  f ro m  h o m e ?  L e t  t h e  p o e t  
answer.

Strangers into life we come, 
And dying is but going home.

This  world i s  not our home, and unhappy i s  the man  
who make s  i t  such .  Heaven  i s  the  home o f  immor ta l  
man .  Dur ing  the  who le  t ime  we  a re  upon  ea r th ,  we  
a re  away  f rom home;  and  away  f rom i t ,  tha t  we  may  
p r e p a r e ,  l i ke  a  c h i l d  a t  s c h o o l ,  o r  a  yo u t h  i n  h i s  
a pp ren t i c e s h i p,  t o  go  a t  l e ng th  f i n a l l y  a nd  f u l l y  t o  
p o s s e s s  a n d  e n j oy  i t .  T h i s  i s  n o t  yo u r  r e s t .  H ow  
shor t  and  unce r t a in  i s  your  con t inuance  upon ea r th !  
You  canno t  rema in  many  yea r s ,  you  may  no t  rema in  
one; for what i s  your l i fe but ‘a vapour,  that appeareth  
f o r  a  l i t t l e  t i m e ,  a n d  t h e n  v a n i s h e t h  away ? ’ A t  a  
moment’s  not ice you may depar t .  A f la sh of  l ightning,  
a  s t ro ke  o f  a p o p l e x y,  a  r u p t u re d  b l o o d  ve s s e l ,  t h e  
ove r t u r n  o f  a  b o a t  o r  a  c a r r i a g e ,  m ay  p l u n g e  yo u  
sudden ly  i n to  e t e r n i t y.  You  a re  su spended  ove r  th a t  
va s t  gu l f  by  the  b r i t t l e  th read  o f  human l i f e.  In s t ead  
o f  l iv i ng  t o  o l d  a ge,  you  may  no t  l ive  t o  be  o f  a g e 
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in s t e ad  o f  l iv ing  to  be  a  ma s t e r,  you  may  d i e  be fo re  
your  apprent i ce sh ip  i s  f in i shed .  P l ace  your  f inger  on  
your  pul se  and say  ‘ I f  th i s  s top but  a  second,  and any  
second i t  may s top,  I  am in s t an t ly  in  heaven or  he l l .’  
Can  you  ca l l  th i s  home?  Ought  you  to  f ee l  a t  home  
he re ?  Shou ld  you  w i sh  to  con s i de r  t h i s  you r  home?  
For what a home is  i t ,  but such a one as  he had whose  
d w e l l i n g  w a s  a m o n g  t h e  t o m b s ?  H o m e !  W h a t !  
would you desire i t  to be such, where there i s  so much  
t o  d i s t u r b,  d i s t r e s s ,  a n d  a n n oy ?  N o.  G o d  h a s  p ro - 
vided some better thing for us ;  heaven, I  repeat ,  i s  the  
home of immortal man.

I t  i s  t o  t h i s  t o  w h i c h  t h e  h o p e  o f  t h e  p i o u s  i n  
ever y  age  ha s  a sp i red ;  and  the  pro spec t  o f  which  ha s  
c h e e r e d  t h e m  a m i d s t  a l l  t h e  s o r row s  o f  l i f e .  ‘ Two  
more  s t i l e s ,’ s a id  the  mar ty r,  a s  he  wa lked  ac ro s s  the  
f i e l d s  t o  t h e  p l a c e  o f  e xe cu t i on ,  ‘ a nd  I  s h a l l  b e  a t  
h o m e ,  a t  my  F a t h e r ’s  h o u s e .’ ‘ I  a m  g o i n g  h o m e ’ ,  
i s  the  common and joy fu l  exc lamat ion of  many dy ing  
Ch r i s t i a n s .  And  wha t  a  home !  The  home  o f  s a i n t s ,  
of martyrs, of angels, of Christ, of God!

W h a t  i s  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  s u c h  a  h o m e ?  R e l i - 
g ion:  noth ing but  re l ig ion.  That  home i s  a  ho ly  one.  
Heaven i s  in  f ac t  the home of  re l ig ion i t se l f :  for  here  
i t  i s  on ly  in  a  wayf ar ing p i lg r image s ta te.  Rel ig ion i s  
a  heaven ly  v i s i t an t  upon ear th ,  t r ave l l ing  back to  her  
n a t ive  s k i e s ,  and  w i l l  n eve r  be  a t  re s t  t i l l  s h e  f i nd s  
h e r s e l f  i n  t h e  p re s en c e  o f  God ,  h e r  D iv i n e  Pa ren t .  
Nothing, therefore, but rel ig ion, can prepare a soul for  
heaven .  You may have  a  good knowledge  o f  the  a r t s ;  
you may have a competent,  or even profound acquaint- 
ance  wi th  lea r n ing and sc ience ;  you may have  t a lent s 



 proof-reading draft 471

o f  a  p u b l i c  o rd e r ,  t h a t  f i t  yo u  f o r  a c t i o n  a n d  f o r  
inf luence among your fe l low men; but what have these  
t h i n g s  t o  d o  w i t h  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  h e ave n ?  W h a t  
re fe rence  have  they to  the  e te r na l  s t a te?  Nothing but  
ho l ine s s  wi l l  p repare  you for  a  ho ly  heaven.  Would  a  
knowledge of trade, ag r iculture, or science, prepare any  
one, without the knowledge and manner s of a cour tier,  
to  dwe l l  a t  cour t ?  How much  l e s s  i n  heaven !  No,  i t  
i s  s incere,  exper imenta l  p ie ty  a lone,  tha t  can  prepare  
you to  enter  in to  the  pre sence  o f  God.  The heaven ly  
character must be acquired on ear th, or i t  can never be  
a cqu i red  a t  a l l .  Beg in  then  a t  once.  I t  i s  a  p repa r a - 
t ion for  eter ni ty,  and who can commence such a work  
too  e a r l y ?  You  may  have  bu t  l i t t l e  t ime  a l l o t t ed  fo r  
t h i s  t r a n s c enden t l y  momen tou s  a f f a i r .  ‘Wha t s o eve r  
thy hand f indeth to do, do i t  with thy might;  for there  
is  no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in  
t h e  g r ave ,  w h i t h e r  t h o u  g o e s t .’ L i ve  f o r  e t e r n i t y :  
l ive for  heaven:  and the only way to do thi s ,  i s  to l ive  
by  f a i t h .  O n c e  i n  h e ave n ,  yo u  w i l l  n eve r  l e ave  i t .  
The re  w i l l  b e  no  go ing  ou t  f o r  eve r.  You  w i l l  qu i t  
yo u r  F a t h e r ’s  h o u s e  n o  m o re .  T h e  c e l e s t i a l  f a m i l y  
wi l l  never  break up.  Once a t  home there,  you wi l l  be  
at home for ever.

But  neglect  re l ig ion,  and you can never  be admit ted  
t o  t h e  re g ion s  o f  immor t a l i t y.  You r  p a ren t s  may  be  
there,  but  you wi l l  be  exc luded.  and shut  up in outer  
darknes s .  I  can imag ine you in  the day of  judgement ,  
pres s ing to lay hold upon the hand of  your f a ther,  but  
he  tu r n s  f rom you  a s  f rom an  ob j ec t  o f  d i s gu s t ,  ex- 
c l a im ing ,  ‘You r  f a t h e r  no  l onge r ’ .  You  t h en  d i re c t  
a l l  imp lo r i ng  eye  t o  t he  mo the r  t h a t  bo re  you ,  and 
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laying hold on her robe, piteously exclaim, ‘My mother,  
d o  yo u  n o t  k n ow  m e ? ’ G a t h e r i n g  u p  h e r  g a r m e n t  
of  l ight ,  she shakes you of f ,  with the dreadful  di sown- 
m e n t ,  ‘ I  k n ow  n o t  t h e  e n e m i e s  o f  my  L o rd .’ T h ey  
pa s s  to  the  r i gh t  hand  o f  the  Judge,  whi l e  you ,  by  a  
power you cannot res i s t ,  are sent  to the le f t ;  and what  
rema in s ?  You  w i l l  p re s en t  f rom tha t  d ay  the  me l an- 
cho ly  s pec t a c l e  o f  an  ou t c a s t  f rom heaven ,  a  home- 
l e s s  immor t a l ,  a  vag r an t  in  the  un ive r s e,  a  wre t ched  
wanderer through eternity.
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CHAPTER 13

SPECIAL ADDRESSES TO SEVERAL CLASSES OF YOUNG MEN

I select a s  the  f i r s t  whom I  par t i cu la r i se,  those  who  
have  l e f t  o r  a re  soon to  l eave  the i r  na t ive  count r y,  

whether for a  per manent res idence abroad,  or only for  
a  sea son .  Numerous  and ver y  d i f f e rent  a re  the  cause s  
which  l ead  to  th i s  t empora r y  or  l a s t ing  expa t r i a t ion .  
In  some ca se s  i t  i s  a  mere  cur ios i ty  to  see  the  wor ld ;  
in others a restless, dissatisf ied, and indolent disposition;  
in other s  a  s t i l l  wor se cause;  whi le in some i t  i s  a  s tep  
to  which  they  a re  ca l l ed  by  the  p l an s  o f  Prov idence,  
and which circumstances render, if not absolutely neces- 
s a r y,  ye t  eve r y  way  proper.  Whatever  may  l ead  to  i t ,  
however, i t  i s  a lways a cour se of danger, and sometimes  
o f  s o r row.  Tha t  young  man  who  c an  s t e p  f rom  h i s  
nat ive shores  into the vesse l  which i s  to bear  him to a  
d i s t ant  par t  o f  the  ear th ;  who can see  the  l and o f  h i s  
nativity recede from his view, ti l l  its spires, hil ls , and its  
c l i f f s  a re  lo s t  amid s t  the  migh ty  wa s t e  o f  i t s  wa te r s ;  
who can utter his adieu to the fr iends and scenes of his  
ch i ldhood,  which he ver y  probably  may never  rev i s i t ;  
who can under take the per i ls of the sea, and the danger  
o f  t ropica l  c l imates ,  a l l  wi thout  some deg ree  of  hear t  
s i c kn e s s ,  o r ,  a t  l e a s t ,  ev i d en t  s a dn e s s ,  mu s t  h ave  a 
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h e a r t  t o o  c o l d  a n d  t o o  h a r d  t o  b e  a t  p r e s e n t  t h e  
re s idence  o f  p ie ty  and  v i r tue,  and  a f fo rd s  l i t t l e  hope  
for  the  fu ture.  In sens ib i l i ty  under  such c i rcumstances  
proves  a  ca l lous  mind;  whi le  s adnes s  and even sor row  
are  an honour,  and not  a  weaknes s ,  to  the youth who  
rather weeps than utters his last adieu.

I f  i t  be  a  bad  cau se  tha t  t ake s  you  to  s e a ,  you  wi l l  
have t ime for ref lect ions upon the voyage.  Use i t  wel l .  
A s  you  p ace  the  deck ,  w i th  the  moon  and  the  s t a r s  
speaking s i lent ly to you of  God, think of  your cour se,  
meditate upon your conduct;  g ive conscience leave and  
t ime to speak,  and l i s ten to i t s  voice.  Imag ine you see  
a mother’s form lighting on the deck, pointing to heaven,  
and  s ay ing ,  a s  she  smi l e s  th rough  he r  t e a r s ,  ‘Repen t  
my  son ,  repen t ,  and  come  back  to  u s  re c l a imed :  we  
wa i t  to  rece ive  you  to  ou r  a r ms ,  and  to  ou r  hea r t s .’  
Hear that gentle voice coming to your ears when nothing  
else is  heard but the whist l ing of the wind, the dashing  
of the waves, and the creaking of the masts and r igg ing.  
Many a youth in those solemn moments has considered  
h i s  ev i l  way s ,  a n d  t u r n e d  f ro m  t h e m  t o  G o d .  C u t  
off from many temptations and companions which beset  
him on shore, he has had wisdom g iven him to be sor ry  
for  the  cour se  he  had r un,  ha s  re so lved to  for sake  i t ,  
and ha s  re tur ned home when the  voyage  was  over,  to  
hea l  by  h i s  good  conduc t  the  wound s  wh ich  he  had  
infl icted by his untoward behaviour on the hear ts of his  
parents.

Bu t  i f  t h e s e  s c ene s  a re  no t  enough  t o  awaken  re - 
f l ec t ion ,  and  to  s t a r t l e  consc ience  f rom her  s lumber,  
may  I  hope  th a t  t he  ro a r  o f  t he  t empe s t  w i l l  do  i t ?  
Then,  when the  ves se l ,  wi th  her  s a i l s  tor n ,  her  mas t s  
i n ju red ,  o r  gone  by  the  boa rd ,  i s  d r iv ing  be fo re  the 
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fu r y  o f  t h e  g a l e ,  on  a  rocky  sho re,  and  the  ho r ro r s  
o f  sh ipwreck  and  a  g r ave  among the  mons te r s  o f  the  
deep are before you, then think of your ways, then look  
b a ck  upon  you r  w i cked  c a re e r,  a nd  c r y  t o  God  f o r  
me rc y  t h rough  Ch r i s t :  i f  you  p e r i s h  a t  s e a ,  p e r i s h  
p r ay ing  f o r  p a rdon  th rough  the  b lood  o f  t he  Lamb ;  
o r  i f  you  s u r v ive  t h e  s t o r m ,  l e t  i t s  p e r i l s  n eve r  b e  
forgotten, nor the purposes and good resolutions which  
i n  t h e  h o u r  o f  d a n g e r  i t  l e d  yo u  t o  f o r m .  D o  n o t  
a s  s ome  unhappy  you th s  do,  sm i l e  a t  you r  f e a r s  and  
remorse, when you f ind that the vessel  has outl ived the  
tempest and you are safe.

I t  i s  by  n o  m e a n s  u n c o m m o n  f o r  yo u n g  m e n  i n  
m idd l e  l i f e ,  o f  un s t ab l e  m ind s ,  and  i ndo l en t  rov ing  
hab i t s ,  when t i red  o f  the  re s t r a in t s  o f  home,  and  the  
remonstrances  of  parenta l  author i ty,  to di s regard them  
a l l ,  a nd  en l i s t  i n t o  t h e  a r my.  I t  i s  o f t en  a  d re ad f u l  
a n d  d e s p e r a t e  c h a n g e .  S o m e  f ew,  a n d  bu t  f ew  i n - 
stances have occur red, in which it has been fol lowed by  
reformation, and these youths have either r isen in their  
profession, or returned reclaimed to their f ather’s house.  
This book may perhaps be read by some who have thus  
qu i t t ed  the  qu i e t  s c ene s  o f  home  and  t r ade,  f o r  the  
wander ings ,  turbulence,  and danger s  of  a  soldier ’s  l i fe.  
Oh what a  contras t  must  you often draw, perhaps with  
a  s i gh  o r  a  t e a r,  be tween  the  mora l  and  a f f e c t iona t e  
inmates of the home you have left, and the low licentious  
companions with whom you are compelled now to asso- 
ciate;  between the comfor ts  of your f ather’s  house, and  
the tent ,  the bar rack,  or  the publ ic-house,  where you  
now lodge ;  be tween  the  k indne s s  and  indu lgence  o f  
your relat ives ,  and the s ter n,  unsoftened author i ty of a  
military off icer, whether subaltern or super ior! Unhappy 
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yo u t h !  t o  h a ve  b e e n  r e c k l e s s  o f  a l l  t h i s ,  a n d  t o  
have exposed your se l f  to such annoyance,  deg radat ion,  
a nd  w re t c h edne s s !  Th i nk  o f  you r  way s .  Look  b a ck  
upon the past with calmness, impartiality, and penitence.  
It is not yet too late to amend your conduct, and return  
to  c iv i l  l i f e.  You have  now much t ime for  re f l ec t ion .  
Dur ing  those  hour s  o f  the  day  which  a re  spent  upon  
some long and t i re some march;  or  of  the night  which  
you  pa s s  i n  so l i t ude,  p a c ing  the  s en t ine l ’s  mea su red  
g round ,  when  da rkne s s  sh roud s  you ,  o r  the  s to r m i s  
rol l ing i t s  thunder s over you, and dar t ing i t s  l ightnings  
a round,  re f l ec t ,  oh re f l ec t  upon your  conduct !  Think  
of the mother at  home, whose rest  i s  broken, or whose  
dreams are troubled at  that moment by thoughts of her  
f a r -o f f  so ld i e r  son .  Or,  when  s a i l ing  in  the  c rowded  
t r a n s po r t  w i t h  you r  r e g imen t  t o  s ome  d i s t a n t ,  a nd  
perhaps unhealthy, colony, dwell upon the cause of your  
being there upon the troubled ocean, borne every moment  
f a r the r  and  f a r the r  f rom the  l and  o f  your  b i r th .  Or,  
when the evening order is g iven to prepare next morning  
to  mount  the breach and s tor m the bes ieged town,  or  
to take the f ield of batt le against the marshal led foe, let  
consc ience,  long a s leep,  awake and speak.  Oh,  in  that  
d read  hour,  wha t  vo ice s  c r y,  ‘Repen t ,  repen t ! ’ Then  
t h i nk ,  how ne a r  you  may  be  t o  d e a th  and  e t e r n i t y.  
When the rol l  shal l  be ca l led over to the survivor s ,  no  
e xu l t i n g  ‘He re ’ ,  may  f o l l ow  t h e  re p e t i t i on  o f  you r  
name,  but  an awfu l  s i l ence  seem to say,  ‘Dead,  s l a in ’ .  
And if not s lain, left to g roan away a few days or weeks  
of miserable existence in a crowded hospital ,  amidst the  
m o s t  h o r r i d  s i g h t s  a n d  s o u n d s  o f  m o r t a l  wo e.  B u t  
w i t hou t  t h e  b a t t l e  o r  t h e  s t o r m ,  a  s o l d i e r ’s  l i f e  i n 
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t ropica l  c l imate s  i s  fea r fu l ly  per i lous .  Specta tor s  have  
we p t  a s  t h ey  h ave  s e e n  t h e  s ke l e t o n s  o f  r e g i m e n t s  
l anded on the  shore s  o f  the i r  na t ive  count r y,  and the  
thousand  s t rong  reduced  to  the  f i f t y  o r  the  hundred  
wan and emacia ted inva l ids .  And where were the res t ?  
Left amidst the sands of the East ,  or the charnel houses  
o f  t he  Wes t  Ind i e s .  Le t  t ho s e  who  in  the i r  pe tu l an t  
re s i s t ance  o f  p a ren t a l  au thor i t y,  o r  the i r  su l l en  sub- 
m i s s i on  t o  t h e  re s t r a i n t s  o f  home,  med i t a t e  s u ch  a  
change a s  th i s ,  th ink o f  the  consequences  o f  the  ra sh  
ac t  o f  en l i s t ing be fore  they commit  i t ,  and may those  
who in  an  unguarded moment  have  commit ted  i t ,  do  
the  be s t ,  and  a l l  tha t  i s  l e f t  them,  to  br ing  good out  
o f  e v i l .  L e t  t h e m  avo i d  d e s e r t i o n :  t h i s  w i l l  o n l y  
expose  them to  g rea t e r  ev i l s .  The i r  f i r s t  bu s ine s s  i s ,  
‘Repentance towards  God,  and f a i th in our Lord Jesus  
Chr i s t .’ Rel ig ion wi l l  so f ten the r igour of  thei r  s i tua- 
t ion,  and prepare  them for  future  danger  and di s t re s s ;  
o r  make  way  fo r  the i r  re tu r n  to  the i r  f a the r ’s  house.  
Honourable  d i smi s s ion  f rom the  se r v ice  i s  wha t  they  
should seek; and in order to this, they should commend  
themse lve s  to  the i r  f r i ends  a s  hav ing  l ea r ned wi sdom  
by exper ience, and as  being prepared to sett le down to  
habit s  of  appl icat ion,  and the pur sui t s  of  bus iness .  But  
i f  a  d i scharge  cannot  be  obta ined ,  l e t  them reconc i le  
themse lve s  to  the  d i squ ie tude s ,  dange r s ,  and  d i s t re s s  
o f  the i r  s i tua t ion ,  by  the  reco l l ec t ion  tha t  they  were  
the author s  o f  the i r  own miser y ;  by a  l ine of  conduct  
that wil l  concil iate the affections of those around them,  
and help their preferment;  and especia l ly by true peni- 
tence and p ie ty,  which wi l l ,  when ever y  other  source  
o f  comfo r t  i s  c l o s ed ,  open  i n  any  s i t u a t i on  s t re ams 
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of  conso la t ion whose  water s  wi l l  never  f a i l .  Let  them  
become good so ld ier s  o f  Je sus  Chr i s t ,  and h i s  se r v ice  
will soften the hardships of every other.

The  mo r a l  d a ng e r s  o f  f o re i g n  r e s i d e n c e  a r e  mo s t  
imminent .  You are  then not  only more than ever,  and  
f ar ther than ever, removed from parental inspection and  
re s t r a in t ,  bu t  you  a re  removed  a l so  f rom the  con t ro l  
o f  f r i end s  and  o f  pub l i c  op in i on .  You  w i l l  h ave  an  
oppor tunity, i f  you choose to embrace it ,  for g rati fying  
to the g reatest  excess  every youthful  pass ion and every  
c r im ina l  appe t i t e ;  and  mu l t i t ude s  a re  swep t  i n to  an  
ea r ly  g rave  abroad in  consequence  o f  the i r  enor mous  
lusts, or else become conf irmed for ever il l habits of im- 
morality.

The motives  which lead young men to sea  are  rare ly  
laudable, and often cr iminal, as the following impressive  
fact will prove. Read it with attention.

Two young men,  the  ch i ld ren  o f  p ious  and  wea l thy  
parents ,  fe l t  themselves exceedingly displeased at  being  
constantly refused the f amily car r iage on the Lord’s day.  
It was the f ather’s sett led rule, that the author ity which  
commanded him to res t  inc luded a l so hi s  ser vant s  and  
horses; he therefore turned a deaf ear to their entreaties  
and remonstrances .  In their  madness ,  or  in their  fo l ly,  
they deter mined to resent thi s  refusa l ,  by leaving their  
s i tua t ion s  and  go ing  to  s e a .  In te l l i gence  o f  th i s  s t ep  
was  t r ansmi t ted  to  the  Rev.  John Gr i f f in ,  o f  Por t sea ,  
and he was requested to make di l igent inquir y,  and on  
f inding them to use every possible means to induce them  
to  re tur n home.  Af ter  some search,  he found them in  
a  rendezvous  house.  He addre s sed  them by  the i r  rea l  
n ame,  a nd ,  on  t h e i r  e xh i b i t i n g  s i gn s  o f  undoub t ed  
though re luctant  recognit ion of  i t ,  he succeeded,  a f ter 
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much per suas ion, in inducing them to leave the house,  
w i th  the  in t en t ion  o f  a ccompany ing  h im home ;  one  
of them, on the way, looked in Mr Gr iff in’s f ace, some- 
what  amusingly,  but  with much obst inacy sa id,  ‘ I  have  
seen your f ace in the pr int-shops,  you are a minister,  I  
wi l l  not  go with you’ ;  but  Mr Gr i f f in  now inter posed  
with much f irmness, and at length succeeded in br ing ing  
both of them to his house. He now pleaded with them,  
with tear s of affection; he besought them with the feel- 
ings of a parent; he warned them with the dis interested  
and digni f ied a i r  of  a  Chr i s t ian minis ter.  One of  them  
was overcome with the meekness  and force of  hi s  sub- 
du ing  and  f a the r l y  e loquence.  The  occa s ion ,  though  
secre t  and unobser ved ,  and o f  a  domes t ic  na ture,  was  
wor thy  o f  the  exe r t ion  o f  such  a  qua l i t y.  The  you th  
who promised to retur n,  went back,  and i t  i s  be l ieved  
became a  re spec t able  and  p ious  cha rac te r.  The  o ther  
obs t ina te ly  re fused to  re tur n ,  and on h i s  f ina l ly,  a f te r  
much pa t ien t  per sua s ion ,  per s i s t ing  in  the  expre s s ion  
o f  h i s  d e t e r m in a t i on  t o  go  t o  s e a ,  Mr  Gr i f f i n  s a i d ,  
‘We l l ,  young  man ,  i f  you  go,  remember  i t  i s  i n  d i s - 
regard of the per suasive tear s of your f amily, the advice  
and  remons t r ance  o f  you r  f r i end s ;  I  c an  now do  no  
more for  you,  than remind you so lemnly in the words  
o f  S c r i p tu re,  “Be  su re  you r  s i n  w i l l  f i nd  you  ou t .”’  
They stopped that night at  Mr Gr i f f in’s  house;  and the  
next morning, notwithstanding the determination not to  
re tu r n  exp re s s ed  by  the  one,  Mr  Gr i f f i n  s o  f a r  d i s - 
regarded i t  a s  that  be would and did see both of  them  
on the coach for London; but ,  on s topping at  the f i r s t  
s tage,  the obs t inate  young man acted on hi s  expres sed  
de t e r mina t ion ,  and  h i s  younge r  b ro the r  re tu r ned  to  
town alone.
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Some t ime af ter,  a  le t ter  was del ivered to Mr Gr i f f in  
one  mor n ing  by  a  wa te r man ,  who  s t a t ed  tha t  i t  h ad  
come from a man in a ship then lying at Spithead, who  
had been sentenced to  dea th .  Mr Gr i f f in  immedia te ly  
deter mined to go of f  to the ship.  On his  ar r iva l  a t  the  
ship, he was conducted to the pr isoner, who was found  
con f ined ,  and  heav i l y  i roned .  He  s a id ,  ‘We l l ,  young  
man, I have come at your request, and I hope to do you  
good;  but  why did you send for  me? I  have no know- 
l edge  o f  you .’ ‘Oh,  s i r,  then  you don ’t  reco l l ec t  me?  
Do you remember,  some t ime ago,  s ay ing  to  a  young  
man in your own par lour,  who refused to retur n home  
with his  brother,  ‘Be sure your s in wil l  f ind you out?”’  
Mr Gr iff in’s feelings may be more easi ly conceived than  
descr ibed.  The youth had not  di sc losed hi s  rea l  name;  
and, as he had been led to expect no pardon or remission  
of  hi s  sentence,  he seemed to show, even in the depth  
of  hi s  despair,  some remaining feel ing and sense of  hi s  
fo r mer  re spec t ab i l i t y,  by  in t ima t ing  tha t  i t  wou ld  be  
some l i t t le sat is f action that he was not condemned, and  
would not be executed,  under the name of  hi s  in jured  
f amily.  The offence was that of  having violent ly s truck  
h i s  capta in whi le  on duty,  which,  e spec ia l ly  in  a  t ime  
of  war,  was  cons idered a  cr ime so dangerous ,  f rom i t s  
tendency to traitorous mutiny, that it was generally sup- 
posed the sentence would be executed. But no l i fe had  
been taken; no ser ious per sonal injury on the individual  
o f f i ce r  had been in f l i c ted ;  and cons ider ing  the  youth  
o f  the  o f fender,  mercy  might  be  prayed for,  not  on ly  
w i thou t  f a i r  ob j ec t ion ,  bu t  w i th  p ropr i e ty.  A t  l e a s t ,  
such  wa s  the  op in ion  o f  Mr  Gr i f f i n ,  a s  a  man  and  a  
Chr i s t i an mini s ter.  Without  having exc i ted any hopes  
in the mind of the condemned, or having even informed 
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him at  a l l  o f  h i s  intent ion,  he a t  once reso lved to use  
hi s  utmost  exer t ions  to procure the pardon of  the un- 
for tunate  young man,  or  a t  lea s t  the mit iga t ion of  h i s  
pun i s hmen t .  On  h i s  re t u r n  f rom  th e  s h i p  h e  w ro t e  
immedia te ly  to  Lord Melv i l l e,  who was  then the  f i r s t  
l o rd  o f  the  Admi r a l t y,  w i th  a  s t a t emen t  o f  the  c a s e,  
and  o f  the  c i rcumstance s  which  had  brought  h im ac- 
quainted with i t .  He al so used his  exer t ions with some  
o f  t h e  gove r nmen t  and  o the r  au tho r i t i e s  t o  a i d  h i s  
prayer.  To the honour of the humanity of his  Majesty’s  
adviser s, in kind consideration of these applications, and  
o f  s imu l t aneou s  one s  on  the  p a r t  o f  t he  f am i l y,  t he  
f atal sentence was remitted, and not only the l i fe of the  
you th  sp a red ,  bu t  a  f ree  pa rdon  gene rou s l y  g r an t ed .  
The intel l igence of this did not, it is understood, ar r ive  
t i l l  ear ly on the morning appointed for  the execut ion.  
This, however, was kindly communicated, it is believed,  
f rom the  Admira l ty  a t  Por t smouth ,  to  Mr Gr i f f in ,  so  
ear ly,  and in  such a  manner,  tha t  he was  per mit ted to  
be the per son f ir st to disclose this happy intel l igence to  
th i s  h i ther to  hope le s s  youth .  I t  would  be  in  va in  fo r  
any one not present to attempt to por tray the intensely  
in te re s t ing  charac te r  o f  th i s  b le s sed  scene.  I t  i s  more  
l i ke l y  to  be  p roduc t ive  o f  a  t r ue  e f f e c t  on  the  mind  
of the reader,  to leave the matter for his  own imag ina- 
t ion. The mother and a brother of the youth were pre- 
sent ,  and saw, i t  i s  be l ieved,  their  unfor tunate re la t ive  
a t  Po r t s e a  a f t e r  t he  condemna t ion ;  bu t  re tu r n ing  to  
London ,  i t  wa s  on ly  on  the i r  a r r iva l  the re  tha t  they  
heard the intelligence of the free pardon.

The f ac t  ju s t  g iven i s  rep le te  wi th  s a lu ta r y  war n ing  
to  a l l  young men,  not  to  neg lec t  the  adv ice  o f  p ious  
parents ,  nor to violate the commands of God; while,  at 
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the  same t ime,  i t  admoni shes  them,  i f  unhappi ly  they  
have done so,  to repent of their  s ins ,  and to a l ter their  
cour se,  ins tead of  f leeing from restra int  to the danger s  
of a sea-f ar ing l i fe.  Wherever they go, their s ins fol low  
a f ter  them, and sooner  or  l a ter  wi l l  f ind them out .  In  
some few cases ,  the fug i t ive  who has ,  l ike  Jonah,  f led  
from duty to sea, has been overtaken by the fearful visit- 
at ions of the Almighty, and brought to repentance by a  
m ix tu re  o f  j udgemen t  and  me rcy ;  bu t  i n  by  f a r  t h e  
g rea te r  number  o f  in s t ances ,  those  who betake  them- 
selves to the sea, under the inf luence of indolence, un- 
sett ledness ,  or s in,  become abandoned in character and  
miserable in circumstances.

There are some who are gone, or about to go abroad,  
a t  the  ca l l  o f  duty.  The i r  cour se  o f  l i f e  l i e s  tha t  way,  
and they are yet  happi ly f ree f rom vice,  and even from  
un s t e ad ine s s  o f  t empe r.  To  such  I  wou ld  s ay,  Le ave  
not your nat ive land without rea l  and decided re l ig ion  
a s  you r  compan ion  i n  t r ave l ,  o r  i f  you  h ave  l e f t  i t  
without this fr iend, protector, and guide, instantly seek  
i t s  possess ion. Rel ig ion wil l  sof ten the pang of separa- 
tion from your relatives, will open a source of happiness  
on  the  voyage,  and  wi l l  cove r  you  wi th  a  p ro tec t ing  
sh i e ld ,  amid s t  the  dange r s  o f  a  fo re i gn  l and .  A s  you  
t r ave l ,  or  a s  you dwel l  among a  s t r ange people,  o f ten  
alone and without a fr iend with whom to converse, you  
wil l  feel ,  and sadly feel ,  your forlorn and desolate con- 
di t ion:  and when the hour of  s ickness  comes,  and you  
a r e  l a i d  u p  w i t h  a  f eve r  o r  c o n s u m p t i o n  i n  a  l a n d  
o f  s t r ange r s ,  oh ,  th ink  o f  the  long  n igh t s  and  wea r y  
days of rest lessness  and pain, with no mother,  no s i s ter  
near to nur se and comfor t you, no, none but s tranger s ,  
a n d  t h ey  p e r h a p s ,  s p e a k i n g  a  l a n g u a g e  yo u  d o  n o t 
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under s t and !  wi l l  not  re l ig ion be  needed then?  Would  
no t  re l i g ion  soo the  you  then?  Ye s ,  i t  wou ld  be  your  
nurse, your fr iend, your comforter, your support.

What an exquisite i l lustration of the power of relig ion  
to comfor t ,  suppor t,  and animate the mind in the most  
fo r lo r n  and  d i s t re s s ing  c i rcums t ance s ,  i s  to  be  found  
in the journal of that most interest ing travel ler,  Mungo  
Park.*

What  can  more  beaut i fu l l y  or  a f f ec t ing ly  prove  and  
i l lus t ra te the power of  re l ig ion in the most  t r ying cir- 
cums t ance s  and  appa l l i ng  dange r,  than  th i s  touch ing  
f a c t .  Le t  me  the re fo re  en t re a t  you  to  s e ek  the  s ame  
s o u rc e  o f  c o n s o l a t i o n .  N o t  o n l y  t a ke  t h e  B i b l e  i n  
yo u r  t r u n k ,  b u t  i t s  i n f l u e n c e  i n  yo u r  h e a r t .  C u t  
o f f  f rom the  mean s  o f  g r a c e,  s u r rounded  by  Pag an ,  
Mohammedan, or Popish r ites, al l  of them superstit ious,  
a nd  s ome  o f  t h em  po l l u t i n g  you  w i l l  b e  i n  d ang e r  
o f  l o s i ng  a l l  s en s e  o f  p i e t y  when  you  need  i t  mo s t .  
Fear  God,  and you wi l l  be  s a fe  and happy,  wander  or  
re s t  wherever  you may;  for  he  i s  there :  reverence  h i s  
presence,  obey his  author i ty,  enjoy his  f avour,  and you  
a re  b l e s s ed .  You  may  d i e,  and  l e ave  your  bone s  in  a  
foreign land; but,  as  one of the sages of  ant iquity sa id,  
‘Every place is equally near to heaven.’

O r p h a n s .  F o r  yo u  my  t e n d e r e s t  s y m p a t h i e s  a r e  
awakened, and my most a f fect ionate anxiet ies  engaged.  
You  a re ,  i ndeed ,  away  f rom home ;  f o r  you  h ave  no  
home  bu t  t h a t  wh i ch  you  o c cupy  a s  a n  a pp ren t i c e ,  
s hopman ,  o r  c l e r k .  The  g r ave  h a s  c l o s ed  ove r  you r  
f a ther  and mother ;  and that  habi ta t ion once the scene  
o f  your  chi ldhood,  and which you then never  entered  
bu t  w i th  de l i gh t ,  i s  now the  re s i dence  o f  s t r ange r s . 

* The quotation will be found at p. 272 of this volume.
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Tha t  th re sho ld  you wi l l  never  c ro s s  aga in .  A f a the r ’s  
hand,  a  mother ’s  smi le,  wi l l  welcome you no more to  
that  abode;  but  you can never  pas s  i t  even now, with- 
out  looking up to the chamber window, within which  
the quiet  nights  of  chi ldhood were s lept  away in com- 
para t ive  innocence and peace,  and say ing wi th a  s igh,  
‘My mother,

 Life has passed  
With me but roughly, since I saw thee last.

O h !  t h i s  i s  a  c o l d  a n d  s e l f i s h  wo r l d .  T h o s e  w h o  
should have loved and befr iended you,  i f  not  for  your  
own,  ye t  fo r  your  pa rent s ’ s ake s ,  have  fo rgot ten  you;  
and perhaps ,  even in  the  c i rc le  o f  your  re l a t ive s ,  you  
f i nd  s c a rc e l y  any  one  who  in t e re s t s  h imse l f  i n  you r  
b e h a l f .  T h e re  wa s  a n  o r p h a n  o f  o l d ,  w h o  c h e e re d  
himsel f  thus ,  ‘When my f a ther  and my mother  for sake  
me,  then  the  Lord  wi l l  t ake  me  up.’ He  found  i t  so,  
and left his exper ience upon record for your encourage- 
ment and hope. Go to the same God by f ai th, by trust ,  
and prayer,  and seek h i s  f avour,  h i s  guard iansh ip,  and  
gu idance.  He wi l l  be  your  Fr i end ,  and  never  fo r s ake  
you .  He  w i l l  b e  a  F a the r  t o  you ,  and  w i l l  n eve r  be  
removed  by  d e a t h .  He  s t y l e s  h im s e l f ,  a nd  i t  i s  one  
o f  h i s  t endere s t  t i t l e s ,  ‘The  f a the r  o f  the  f a the r l e s s ’ .  
Hi s  f r i endsh ip  wi l l  be  more  than  a  compensa t ion  for  
al l  you have lost,  and he wil l  raise you up other fr iends  
o n  e a r t h .  W h a t  h ave  yo u  l o s t  i n  e a r t h l y  p a r e n t s ,  
wh ich  cannot  be  more  than  made  up  in  God?  ‘Wha t  
h ave  I  l o s t ,’ s ay  yo u ,  ‘ w h a t  h ave  I  n o t  l o s t ?  T h ey  
were my dearest ,  my kindest ,  my most valuable fr iends:  
their counsels guided me, their care protected me, their  
da i ly  conver se  was  the  joy  o f  my l i f e,  the i r  sympathy  
rev ived me,  and the i r  bounty suppl ied my wants .  And 
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n ow  t h ey  a r e  g o n e  h ow  j u s t l y  m ay  I  s ay,  t h a t  my  
d e a r e s t  c o m f o r t s  a n d  h o p e s  l i e  bu r i e d  w i t h  t h e i r  
p r e c i o u s  r e m a i n s ! ’ We l l ,  b u t  c a n n o t  G o d  c o u n s e l  
you,  protect  you,  conver se  wi th you,  sympathi se  wi th  
you ,  supp ly  you ,  f a r  more  e f f ec tua l l y  than  they  d id ?  
Yo u r  f a t h e r  a n d  m o t h e r  a r e  d e a d ,  b u t  G o d ,  yo u r  
he aven ly  Fa the r,  c an  neve r  d i e.  I f  you  commi t  you r  
way  to  h im,  by  ho ly  f e a r  and  ea r ne s t  p r aye r,  he  wi l l  
guide you through all the intr icacies of l i fe, protect you  
amidst  i t s  danger s ,  comfor t  you under i t s  sor rows,  and  
conduct you safe ly,  notwithstanding your gloomy pros- 
pects ,  through thi s  mor ta l  l i fe,  t i l l  you come at  la s t  to  
you r  Fa the r ’s  hou se  i n  pe ace.  Seek  to  h ave  God  fo r  
your Father,  and you wil l  never want a f r iend. Choose  
re l i g i on ,  and  you  w i l l  n eve r  wan t  a  po r t i on .  Un i t e  
your se l f  with the church of  Chr is t ,  and you wil l  never  
want a home.

But ,  a t  the  s ame t ime,  you shou ld  be  to ld  tha t  you  
can  expec t  no  s a f e ty  bu t  f rom p ie ty.  Le f t  a t  an  ea r l y  
age  wi thout  the  gu ide s  and  gua rd i an s  o f  your  youth ,  
w i t hou t  t h e  cheek  and  re s t r a i n t  t h a t  even  a  d i s t an t  
f a ther,  whi le he l ived,  imposed by his  cor respondence,  
you wil l  be an object for Satan’s  wiles ,  and for the ar ts  
o f  tho se  who l i e  in  wa i t  to  dece ive.  There  a re  many  
who  d a t e  t h e i r  r u i n  f rom  t h e  d ay  o f  t h e i r  p a ren t s ’  
dea th ,  and cons ider  tha t  event  a s  the  commencement  
of their downward career.  Some have plunged into dis- 
s ipation to hush their sor rows, increased by the sel f i sh- 
ness  and unkindness  of  f r iends :  whi le  other s ,  who had  
h i ther to fe l t  a  parent ’s  admoni t ions  an impediment  to  
a  l i f e  o f  s i n ,  h ave  r u s h ed  i n t o  v i c e  a s  s oon  a s  t h i s  
o b s t a c l e  wa s  r e m ove d  by  d e a t h .  I f  e i t h e r  o f  t h e s e  
dange r s  be  your s ,  may  your  pa ren t ’s  vene r ab l e  shade 
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appear  to  your  imag ina t ion,  a s  t roubled by your  mi s- 
conduc t ,  and  war n  you  f rom a  cour se  o f  s in ,  which ,  
i f  per s i s ted in ,  wi l l  lead to des t r uct ion.  You have los t  
them for  a  s ea son ,  and  wi l l  you by  s in  lo se  them for  
ever?

P i o u s  y o u n g  m e n .  Yo u  f o r m  a  h a p p y  a n d  a n  
impor t an t  c l a s s ,  i f  no t  a  numerou s  one.  Rece ive  my  
cong ratulat ions on the r ich and sovereign mercy which  
h a s  c a l l e d  yo u  o u t  o f  d a r k n e s s ,  a n d  m a d e  yo u  t h e  
ch i ld ren  o f  l i gh t .  B le s s  God ,  tha t  wh i l e  so  many  a re  
wa l k i ng  a c co rd ing  t o  t h e  cou r s e  o f  t h i s  wo r l d ,  and  
fu l f i l l ing the des i res  of  the f le sh and of  the mind,  you  
a re  wa lk ing  in  the  way s  o f  god l ine s s  and  peace.  And  
wh i l e  you  a re  th ank fu l ,  be  humble,  be  c i rcumspec t ,  
and  p raye r fu l .  You a re,  and  wi l l  be  exposed  to  g rea t  
and  so re  t r i a l s  o f  your  s t ead f a s tne s s .  Pe rhap s  you a re  
p l a c ed  i n  a  s i t u a t i on ,  whe re  you  f i nd  no t  one  l i ke - 
minded  wi th  your s e l f .  You  a lone  a re  ‘ f a i th fu l  found  
among the f aithless ’ ,  and wil l  need g reat g race to stand  
your g round agains t  the annoyance r idicule and oppo- 
sition, with which your relig ion will be assailed, by a set  
o f  gay  d i s s ipa ted  and  i r re l i g iou s  youth s .  I t  i s  o f  va s t  
impor tance, that you should at once, and without hesi- 
t a t i on ,  l e t  i t  be  s een  and  known tha t  you  f e a r  God .  
Let  there  be no a t tempt to concea l  your  pr inc ip le s  or  
your practices.  Let those with whom you are to associ- 
ate,  know at  your f i r s t  entrance among them, that  you  
pro fe s s  to  rega rd  the  c l a ims  o f  re l ig ion .  I f  you beg in  
by concealing your pr inciples, it will be extremely diff i- 
cult  to exhibit  them afterwards,  and thus your l i fe wil l  
be wretched under the st ings of conscience reproaching  
yo u  f o r  c owa rd i c e ,  a n d  t h e  d re a d  o f  o p e n  avowa l .  
Moreover, you wil l  often be obliged, or tempted at any 
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r a t e,  i n  o rde r  to  keep  up  the  de lu s ion ,  to  do  th ing s  
wh ich  you  know to  be  wrong ,  and  thu s  b r ing  much  
remor s e  i n to  you r  bo som.  Remember  who  ha s  s a i d ,  
‘Whosoever  sha l l  be  a shamed of  me and of  my words ,  
in  th i s  adu l t e rou s  and  s in fu l  gene r a t ion ,  o f  h im a l so  
sha l l  the  Son of  man be a shamed,  when he cometh in  
t h e  g l o r y  o f  h i s  F a t h e r  w i t h  t h e  ho l y  a ng e l s .’ P r ay  
much ,  and  p r ay  e a r ne s t l y  and  be l i ev ing l y,  f o r  mora l  
c o u r a g e .  E n t r e a t  o f  G o d  t o  b e  w i t h  yo u .  B e s e e c h  
h im to  s t and by you,  and uphold  you wi th  a  s t rength  
g reater  than your own. You wi l l  be in imminent  per i l  
w i thou t  g rea t  wa tch fu lne s s .  Eve r y  ingen iou s  a r t  and  
d ev i c e  w i l l  b e  t r i e d  t o  s h a ke  yo u r  c o n s t a n c y.  T h e  
l icentious or sceptical work will often be placed in your  
way.  You wi l l  be  be s ieged ,  and i f  the  sma l l e s t  b reach  
be  made,  in  even the  outworks  o f  your  charac ter,  the  
advan t age  wi l l  be  p l i ed  aga in s t  you  t i l l  the  who le  i s  
car r ied by s tor m or  capi tu la t ion.  The f i r s t  temptat ion  
presented by your companions wil l  be to small offences,  
t o  ma t t e r s  o f  doub t fu l  o r  d eba t e ab l e  p rop r i e t y,  and  
i f  the s e  succeed ,  they  wi l l  become more  bo ld .  S t ee l  
yo u r  h e a r t  a g a i n s t  r i d i c u l e .  B e t r ay  n o  i r r i t a b i l i t y.  
Bear  a l l  wi th  d igni f ied  meeknes s .  Petu lance wi l l  on ly  
p rovoke  to  g re a t e r  annoyance.  Fo rbe a r ance  on  you r  
par t  wil l  be most l ikely to induce them to desis t .  They  
wil l  soon feel ,  that i t  i s  useless  to laugh at a man, who  
accounts their scorn his praise, and who glor ies in their  
reproach as  his  honour ;  and they wil l  a t  length respect  
the f irmness of mind, strength of pr inciple, and heroism  
of character,  which their assaults  can neither break nor  
bend.  I t  wi l l  tend much to your defence and s tabi l i ty,  
by inspir ing them with respect, if you are skilful in your  
bus ines s ,  and posses s  a  wel l-cul t ivated mind.  Str ive to 
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be super ior in a l l  that  const i tutes  the c lever tradesman  
or profess ional  man, and the wel l  infor med man. Con- 
vince them, that although relig ion is the enemy of sin, it  
is the fr iend of al l  that can benef it and adorn humanity.  
S tudy wel l  and deep ly  the  ev idences  o f  revea led  re l i - 
g ion, and make your sel f  intimately acquainted with the  
method  o f  mee t ing  a l l  the  ob jec t ion s  o f  the  popu l a r  
in f ide l i ty  of  the day.  But  e spec ia l ly  be cons i s tent .  Let  
your piety be unvarying and univer sa l ,  and interwoven  
w i th  the  who l e  t ex tu re  o f  you r  cha r a c t e r.  I t  s hou ld  
produce, not only the fear of God, but the love of man:  
it should blend the amiable and the devout, the cheerful  
and the ser ious ,  the use fu l  and the happy.  You should  
seek,  by the s teady consi s tent  inf luence of  example,  as  
we l l  a s  by  the  occa s iona l  and  we l l - t imed  pe r sua s ion  
of direct address ,  to reclaim those who are gone astray.  
You shou ld  jud i c iou s l y  and  a f f ec t iona te l y  war n  your  
associates, who are seeking the pleasures of s in, of their  
dange r.  You may  be  honoured  to  conver t  them f rom  
the er ror of their ways, and save their souls from death.  
I t  i s  a s ton i sh ing  what  sma l l  means  may somet imes  do  
much good, even when nothing is  sa id,  and where i t  i s  
on ly  the  power  o f  example  tha t  opera te s .  As  a  p roo f  
o f  th i s ,  I  w i l l  men t ion  a  f a c t  wh ich  I  know to  have  
occur red in the his tory of a wel l-known and success ful  
min i s t e r  o f  the  gospe l .  At  the  t ime o f  l e av ing  home,  
he was str ictly moral, and had some veneration for god- 
l i ne s s ;  bu t  soon  became  ca re l e s s  and  ind i f f e ren t .  He  
could not, however, g ive up al l  attention to the welf are  
of  hi s  soul .  I t  was hi s  custom to ret i re to his  room for  
prayer on Sundays  between the publ ic  services  of  re l i- 
g ion; neglecting it at all other times, and being ashamed  
to pray in the presence of his  fe l low apprentice.  Aware 
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of the sinfulness of his conduct, and wanting the courage  
and  re so lu t ion  to  change,  he  e a r ne s t l y  and  s ince re ly  
besought God to raise up some one in the house to help  
and guide him in this momentous concern. After a time, a  
t h i r d  a p p r e n t i c e  w a s  t a k e n  i n t o  t h e  b u s i n e s s .  
The f ir st night he slept in the house, on retir ing to bed,  
he fell on his knees, and continued some time in prayer.  
The e f fect  of  th i s  upon the mind of  the youth,  whose  
h i s tor y  I  am re la t ing was  in s tantaneous  and power fu l .  
I t  seemed to  h im a s  i f  a  vo ice,  in  impres s ive  accent s ,  
s a id ,  ‘Beho ld  the  an swer  o f  your  p raye r :  the re  i s  the  
individual  sent  to guide you into the way of  t rue re l i- 
g ion.’ Ser ious  re f l ec t ion fo l lowed;  h i s  consc ience  was  
awakened;  h i s  hear t  was  in tere s ted ;  and dec ided p ie ty  
wa s  a t  l e ng th  t h e  re s u l t .  He  wa s  i n t roduced  by  h i s  
companion to a circle of pious fr iends,  and after a year  
or  two exchanged secular  for  sacred pur su i t s ,  went  to  
col lege,  became a minis ter  of  the gospel ,  and has  been  
g reat ly honoured by the usefulness  both of  his  preach- 
ing  and  h i s  pub l i c a t i on s .  And  I  h ave  hea rd  h im s ay,  
that he traces up al l  his  usefulness to the prayer of that  
youth, who had the moral courage to bend his knee and  
a cknowledge  God  be fo re  h i s  new compan ion s ,  f rom  
whom he plainly saw he should receive no countenance  
in the habits  of piety. This f act should be a motive and  
an encouragement to those who have any sense of rel i- 
g ion  never  to  concea l  i t ,  bu t  to  l e t  the i r  l i gh t  sh ine  
before other s ,  that  they,  seeing their  good works ,  may  
glorify God their heavenly Father.

P rod i g a l s .  By  t h i s  t e r m ,  I  mean  t ho s e  young  men  
who f ind their picture drawn by the pencil of inspiration  
in  tha t  mos t  touch ing  and beaut i fu l  o f  a l l  our  Lord ’s  
parables ,  usua l ly  denominated the ‘prodiga l  Son’ .  Oh, 
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cou ld  I  hope  th a t  some  o f  th i s  c l am wi l l  re ad  the s e  
pages ,  I  should  enter ta in  the  fur ther  expecta t ion tha t  
what I now address to them would be the means, under  
the blessing of God, of conducting them from the paths  
o f  s in  to those  of  wisdom, p ie ty,  and peace.  You have  
left your f ather’s house, because, perhaps, you could not  
e ndu re  i t s  r u l e s  a nd  re s t r a i n t s ,  a nd  h ave  we l l - n i gh  
b roken  your  f a the r ’s  hea r t ,  a f t e r  hav ing  cons ide r ably  
impover i shed his  c ircumstances by your idleness  extra- 
vagance and d i s s ipa t ion:  and you are  s t i l l  go ing on in  
the career of  vice and destruct ion.  Per mit  me to plead  
wi th  you ,  f i r s t  on  your  own account .  I  need  not  a sk  
i f  you  a re  happy ;  fo r  i t  i s  impos s ib l e  you  shou ld  be,  
un l e s s  fo l l y  s in  and  shame  can  make  you  so.  Oh no,  
there are moments when you are awakened by reflection  
to the hor ror s  of  your s i tuat ion, and, under the united  
in f luence  o f  remor se  and despa i r,  a re  ready to  put  an  
end,  by suic ide,  to your miserable exi s tence.  You have  
p roved  the  dece i t fu lne s s  o f  s in ,  wh ich  p romi sed  you  
p l e a s u re ,  a nd  h a s  i n f l i c t e d  unu t t e r a b l e  m i s e r y.  You  
h ave  f ound  t h e  yoke  o f  S a t an  t o  b e  g a l l i n g  i ron  t o  
your neck,  ins tead of  the happy f reedom under  which  
his  service was set  for th to captivate your youthful im- 
ag inat ion.  Rise,  deluded,  deg raded,  and hal f-destroyed  
yo u t h ,  a g a i n s t  t h e s e  mu rd e ro u s  t y r a n t s ,  w h o  h ave  
brought you to the br ink of  the pi t ,  but  have not  yet ,  
w i t h  a l l  t h e i r  a r t i f i c e  a nd  c r u e l t y,  t h r u s t  yo u  i n t o  
i t .  You are not  yet  i r recoverably ruined for  ear th,  nor  
enc lo sed  in  the  p r i son  o f  he l l .  Bad  a s  you  a re,  the re  
i s  hope  f o r  you ;  ye s ,  even  f o r  you .  Tu r n ,  oh  t u r n ,  
f ro m  t h e  ro a d  t h a t  l e a d s  t o  d e s t r u c t i o n .  T h i n k ,  I  
beseech you,  upon your  parent s ,  not  qui te  but  a lmost 
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crushed into the g rave by your evi l  ways .  I t  i s  not  yet  
too late to restore their  peace of mind, so long broken  
by your  misconduct ;  nor  the e la s t ic i ty  o f  the i r  f rame,  
so  heav i ly  p re s sed  down by  yea r s  o f  t rouble,  b rought  
on  by  you r  gu i l t y  wande r ing s .  ‘None  bu t  a  p a ren t ’s  
hea r t  c an  know the  angu i sh  o f  p a r t ing  w i th  a  swee t  
babe.’ But  there  i s  an  agony deeper  and  more  incon- 
so l ab l e  th an  th a t .  I t  i s  occ a s ioned  by  a  v i c iou s  son .  
I  have  seen  one  o f  the  tendere s t  and  be s t  o f  mother s  
console her mind on the death of a darl ing child by the  
hope  t h a t  i t  wa s  w i th  Chr i s t  i n  a  b e t t e r  wor l d .  On  
the  s ame day  I  have  seen another  mother  pour  for th ,  
f rom a hear t  which no consola t ions  could reach,  tear s  
of  bi t ter ness  over a perver se and wicked son, and have  
hea rd  he r  s ay,  ‘The  dea th  o f  an  in f an t  i s  no th ing  to  
t h i s :  wo u l d  t h a t  my  s o n  h a d  d i e d  i n  h i s  i n f a n c y ! ’  
Has ten ,  ha s ten ,  young man,  tha t  by  your  re for mat ion  
you may spare your mother the anguish of  saying with  
her las t  breath,  ‘ I  am dying of a broken hear t ;  my son,  
my  w i cked  and  unhappy  son ,  h a s  k i l l ed  me.’ Un l e s s  
you soon repent  and a r i se  and go to  your  f a ther,  and  
s ay,  ‘Fa ther,  I  have s inned aga ins t  Heaven,  and in  thy  
s igh t ’ ,  you wi l l  l i e  down in  the  g rave  o f  a  pa r r i c ide,  
and have inscr ibed, by the f inger of public infamy, upon  
you r  tomb,  i f  a  t omb  sha l l  b e  g iven  you ,  ‘He re  l i e s  
t he  murde re r  o f  h i s  f a the r  and  h i s  mothe r.’ The  l a s t  
s t ab,  howeve r,  i s  no t  ye t  g iven  to  them;  the  d agge r  
o f  your  unk indne s s ,  and  your  p ro f l i g acy,  ha s  no t  ye t  
reached a vita l  par t ,  and al l  their other wounds may be  
a l leviated i f  not perfect ly healed,  by your refor mation.  
Yes,  that  venerable pair  may yet say,  i f  you wil l  per mit  
them to do so,  by your  conver s ion to God,  and cons-
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e q u e n t  h o l i n e s s ,  ‘ I t  i s  m e e t  t h a t  we  s h o u l d  m a ke  
mer r y :  fo r  th i s  our  son  was  dead ,  and  i s  a l ive  aga in ;  
was  lo s t ,  and i s  found.’ Brother s ,  who had long s ince  
disowned you, as f ar as they could do it, may yet restore  
you to their  f ra ter na l  love.  Si s ter s ,  who once regarded  
you a s  the i r  joy  and boa s t ,  when they  s aw you leave,  
you r  f a the r ’s  home,  a  f a i r  and  p romi s ing  you th ,  bu t  
who,  in  your  f a l l en  condi t ion ,  cou ld  never  hear  your  
n a m e  p ro n o u n c e d  w i t h o u t  b l u s h e s  a n d  t e a r s ,  s h a l l  
ag a in ,  i f  you  repen t ,  exc l a im wi th  th robb ing  hea r t s ,  
‘ M y  b ro t h e r ’ .  O  p ro d i g a l ,  r e t u r n ;  r e t u r n  by  t r u e  
repen tance  and  f a i th  to  God,  your  Fa the r  in  heaven ,  
and in the same s ta te of  mind to your f a ther on ear th.  
Both  a re  look ing  out  fo r  you ;  both  wi l l  rece ive  you ;  
both will rejoice over you.

Numerous  in s t ance s  might  be  ment ioned to  awaken  
hope,  and  encou r age  th i s  re tu r n .  Do  no t  de sp a i r  o f  
amendment .  Do not  s ay,  there  i s  no hope.  None,  not  
e ve n  yo u ,  a r e  t o o  b a d  t o  b e  r e c l a i m e d .  R e a d  t h e  
b e au t i f u l  p a r a b l e  t o  wh i ch  I  h ave  a l re a dy  re f e r re d .  
What prodigal  can wander fur ther,  s ink lower,  or seem  
more out of  the way of recovery,  or more remote from  
the reg ion of  hope,  than he was ;  ye t  he  was  re s tored.  
A n d  w hy  wa s  t h e  p a r a b l e  s p o ke n ,  a n d  w hy  wa s  i t  
wr it ten, but to encourage hope, in cases  seemingly the  
most deplorable and abandoned?

I  k n ew  a  c a s e ,  w h i c h  i s  b o t h  a  s a l u t a r y  wa r n i n g  
aga ins t  s in ,  and an encouragement  to  those  who have  
gone f ar and long astray to consider that i t  i s  never too  
l a te  to repent .  One winter  evening a s  I  was  s i t t ing by  
my  f i re ,  I  he a rd  a  knock  a t  t he  doo r,  and  a  s e r van t  
a nnounc ed  t h a t  a  p e r s on  w i s h ed  t o  s p e a k  t o  me.  I 
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went  out ,  and  found a  shabby- look ing ,  d i r ty,  squa l id  
c re a tu re,  who,  a f t e r  some apo logy  fo r  the  in t r u s ion ,  
introduced himself as the soil of ————. I had heard for  
m a ny  ye a r s  o f  h i s  c a r e e r ,  a n d  l a m e n t e d  i t ,  f o r  h i s  
f a t h e r ’s  s a ke ,  w h o  wa s  a n  e m i n e n t  m i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  
gospe l ,  a s  wel l  a s  for  h i s  own.  Al though I  had known  
h im in  h i s  be t te r  day s  I  d id  not  recogni se  h im in  h i s  
p rod iga l  appearance.  As  soon a s  he  was  sea ted  in  the  
d in ing-room, and I  had the  oppor tuni ty  more  c lea r ly  
to  see  h i s  deg rada t ion and wretchednes s ,  I  bur s t  in to  
tear s, and he too was affected to see that the knowledge  
of  his  career had not ext inguished a l l  my sympathy for  
h i s  m i s e r y.  I  r e l i e ve d  h i m ,  a n d  h e  d e p a r t e d .  T h i s  
youth ,  a f te r  be ing  spo i led  by  h i s  mother,  whose  on ly  
child he was, and who, though she er red in this instance,  
wa s  i n  m o s t  o t h e r s ,  a n  a d m i r a b l e  wo m a n ,  b e c a m e  
waywa rd  a t  home,  and  un s e t t l e d  a b ro ad .  He  s e r ved  
h i s  t ime  w i t h  a  p ro f e s s i on a l  g en t l eman ,  and  a t  t h i s  
per iod  for med some bad  a s soc i a t ions ,  and  cont rac ted  
some bad habits ,  among which was a f atal  propensity to  
dr ink ing .  By var ious  p l ans  for med and broken,  about  
s e t t l ing  in  bus ine s s ,  he  was ted  a l l  h i s  pa t r imony,  and  
bec ame  dependen t  on  h i s  f r i end s ,  s t i l l  re t a i n ing  h i s  
h ab i t s  o f  i d l ene s s  and  d r ink ing .  One  s i t u a t i on  a f t e r  
another was found for him by those whose kindness he  
d e f e a t e d  i n  a l l  t h e i r  a t t emp t s  t o  s e r ve  h im ;  t i l l ,  a t  
l eng th ,  wear ied  in  endeavour ing  to  se r ve  a  man who  
would not serve himself ,  they were obliged to g ive him  
up.  Hi s  r u in  now was  comple te.  He became a  per fec t  
vagabond ,  and  roamed  th rough  the  coun t r y,  he rd ing  
wi th  the  lowes t  wre tches ,  somet imes  begg ing and re- 
so r t ing  to  a l l  k ind s  o f  me thod s  to  p rocure  a  meag re 
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s u s t e n an c e  a nd  d r a g  on  h i s  m i s e r a b l e  l i f e .  On  on e  
o c c a s i on ,  h e  c a l l e d  upon  a  f r i end  o f  h i s  f a t h e r ’s  i n  
L o n d o n ,  i n  s u c h  a  b e g g a r l y,  f i l t hy  c o n d i t i o n ,  t h a t  
b e f o re  h e  c o u l d  b e  a d m i t t e d  i n t o  t h e  h o u s e  a  t u b  
o f  water  was  p l aced in  an  out-bui ld ing  tha t  he  might  
c l e an se  h imse l f ,  a  su i t  o f  o ld  c lo the s  wa s  g iven  h im,  
a nd  h i s  r a g s  i n s t a n t l y  con sumed .  Thu s  c l o t h ed  and  
relieved, it was hoped he might now do better, according  
to hi s  promise:  but  in a  few days ,  a l l  was  pawned,  and  
he was again c lothed in rags ,  that  he might dr ink with  
the few shi l l ings  obta ined as  the ba lance in thi s  bar ter  
o f  decen t  appa re l  fo r  tha t  wh ich  mere l y  cove red  h i s  
l imbs.  Thus he went on, t i l l  he had become a frequent  
inmate of workhouses,  lock-up houses,  and pr isons. He  
had associated with the offscour ing of society, had become  
hardened in vice, and almost stupif ied by want and woe;  
and,  one should  suppose,  had been long los t  to  ever y  
sense of decency, and every hope or desire of reforma- 
t i on .  Ye t ,  d i d  t h i s  p rod i g a l  o f  p rod i g a l s  a t  l a s t  f i nd  
h i s  way  b a ck  t o  h i s  h e aven l y  F a the r ’s  hou s e.  I n  h i s  
wander ing s ,  he  r ambled  in to  a  town,  where  he  made  
himsel f  known to a minis ter of  the gospel ,  who fe l t  an  
i n t e re s t  i n  h im  f o r  h i s  r eve rend  f a t h e r ’s  s a ke .  Th i s  
g en t l eman ,  no t  d i s cou r a g ed  o r  d i s h e a r t ened  by  t h e  
numerous disappointments which had already occur red,  
took him under his care, clothed him, and procured him  
suppor t .  The  p rod iga l ’s  hea r t  me l t ed  unde r  th i s  d i s - 
t i n g u i s h e d  k i n d n e s s ;  h i s  m i n d  o p e n e d  t o  r e l i g i o u s  
i n s t r u c t i o n ;  a n d  r e p e n t a n c e  t owa rd  G o d  a n d  f a i t h  
i n  o u r  L o rd  J e s u s  C h r i s t  f o l l owe d .  H e  l i ve d  l o n g  
enough to make a consistent profession of true relig ion,  
and  d i ed  in  the  peace fu l  hope  o f  th a t  b l e s s ed  wor ld 



 proof-reading draft 495

into which nothing entereth that  def i le th,  or  worketh  
abomina t ion ,  o r  make th  a  l i e.’ Hi s  repen t ance,  how- 
ever,  came too late to gladden the spir i t  of  hi s  mother  
(his  f ather died before his  vicious cour se commenced);  
he r  cons t i tu t ion  was  impa i red  by  g r i e f ,  and  she  s ank  
b roken-hea r t ed  to  the  g r ave.  Wha t  a  mee t ing  in  the  
heavenly  wor ld ,  who can imag ine i t ?  o f  th i s  hopeles s ,  
d i s a ppo in t ed ,  and  s o r row- s t r i c ken  mo the r,  and  t h i s  
retur ned prodigal ,  the source of  her deepest  g r ief ,  and  
the hastener of her death!

Prodiga l  son,  was there ever a  seemingly more hope- 
l e s s  c a s e  t h a n  t h i s ?  I s  yo u r s  m o re  h o p e l e s s ?  Tu r n ,  
t h e n ,  f ro m  yo u r  e v i l  way s .  G o d ’s  m e r c y,  t h ro u g h  
Chr ist ,  i s  g reat enough to pardon even your sins, i f  you  
t r u l y  repen t  and  un f e i gned ly  be l i eve  in  the  p romi s e  
o f  s a l va t i on .  The  Ho ly  Sp i r i t  c an  change  even  you r  
hard hear t ,  i f  you wish to be changed,  and i f  you pray  
in faith for the grace that is necessary to elfect it.

I f  your parents  yet  l ive,  retur n to your f ather’s  house  
r e f o r med ,  a nd  do  a l l  t h a t  c a n  b e  done  t o  h e a l  t h e  
wounds  o f  h i s  b l eed ing  hea r t ,  and  to  wipe  away  the  
tea r s  f rom your  mother ’s  eyes .  Make them yet  re jo ice  
t h a t  you  a re  t he i r  s on .  In  t he  even ing- t i d e  o f  t he i r  
ex i s t ence,  l e t  the re  be  l i gh t .  Le t  the i r  g rey  ha i r s  go  
down to the g rave, not in sor row, but in joy; and let i t  
be a consolat ion to them on their  death-bed, that  they  
h ave  re c e ived  you ,  p en i t en t  and  re f o r med ,  t o  t h e i r  
e a r th ly  home,  and  hope  to  mee t  you  and  dwe l l  w i th  
you  fo r  eve r  i n  the i r  he aven ly  man s ion .  Or,  i f  you r  
repentance comes too la te to s tay their  prog ress  to the  
tomb, or cheer their hear ts, s ickened and saddened with  
the foreboding that they are par t ing from you for ever, 
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go sor rowful ly  a l l  your  days ,  a t  the thought  of  having  
shor tened the i r  ex i s tence  by your  s in s ,  but  s t i l l  com- 
for ted and susta ined by the hope that  they vere among  
the spir its in heaven that rejoiced over your repentance,  
and  tha t  they  gave  u t te rance  to  the i r  joy s  among the  
ange l s  o f  God,  s ay ing ,  ‘Re jo ice  wi th  u s ,  fo r  th i s  our  
s i n  wa s  d e a d ,  a nd  i s  a l i ve ;  wa s  l o s t ,  a nd  i s  f ound .’  
The re  i s  a  home  fo r  a l l  t r u l y  pen i t en t  p rod i g a l s ,  i n  
heaven ;  and  the re  i s  a  home fo r  a l l  impen i ten t  one s ,  
but it is in hell.

end of the fifth volume.
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