
THE WORKS

OF

JOHN ANGELL JAMES
ONEWHILE MINISTER OF THE CHURCH ASSEMBLING IN 

CARRS LANE BIRMINGHAM

EDITED BY HIS SON.

VOL. I

SERMONS.

LONDON HAMILTON ADAMS & CO. 
BIRMINGHAM HUDSON & SON.

mdccclxiv.





THE WORKS

OF

JOHN ANGELL JAMES
Onewhile minister of the church assembling in Carrs Lane Birmingham

EDITED BY HIS SON

Volume I

SERMONS
LONDON: HAMILTON, ADAMS & CO.

BIRMINGHAM: HUDSON & SON.

MDCCCLX

Quinta Press



Quinta Press ,  Meadow View, Weston Rhyn, Oswestr y, 
Shropshire, England, SY10 7RN

The format of these volume is copyright
© 2019 Quinta Press

For proof-reading purposes the line breaks are in the same 
place as the original, hence the stretched text



	�

	 1

ADVERTISEMENT
Th e  E d i t o r  r e s e r ve s  h i s  P r e f a c e  t i l l  t h e  l a s t  vo l u m e ,  
content ing himse l f  in  the meant ime with the fo l lowing an- 
nouncement.

This edition is intended to compr ise all the Author’s pr inted  
works, except a pamphlet on the Wolverhampton Chapel case,  
o f  wh ich  on ly  a  no t i c e  w i l l  be  in s e r t ed ,  a s  i t  h a s  l o s t  i t s  
interest.

But  for  th i s  the Edi tor  required the consent  of  the Com- 
mittee of the Religious Tract Society, as they have the copyr ight  
of such of the Author’s works as they now publish, and it was  
given in the kindest and most handsome manner, subject only to  
stipulations required by their duty to their society.

The Author destroyed most of  his  ser mons,  but he has le f t  
many; some composed for special  but recur r ing occasions,  as  
ordinations, missionary services, and the opening of a place of  
wor ship, and other s those which, from his preaching them at  
d i f ferent  p laces ,  he appeared to va lue most ;  and i t  has  been  
thought that some of those who heard them preached would be  
glad to possess them in pr int. If it should appear that they are  
desired, the Editor wil l  publish a selection from them, but he  
will not trust to his own discretion alone.
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I t  i s  i n t ended  to  a r r ange  the  work s  a s  f a r  a s  po s s ib l e  in  
divisions according to their subjects, which will be the plan most  
convenient for purchasers of the whole, and it will also suit those  
who wish only the volume or volumes containing a par ticular  
division.

It is  hoped that the republished works wil l  be compr ised in  
twelve volumes, and that a volume wil l  be issued every other  
month.

The Author pr inting his works separately, published in sizes  
any of which, if adopted in a collective edition, would render it  
contemptible by the number and smallness of the volumes, the  
Editor has therefore been compelled to adopt a more expensive  
style of pr inting in this, which is intended as a library edition.  
But to avoid all reason for complaint on this ground, each work  
will be repr inted in its previous size, if it be called for by the  
public.

The Editor has thought it a duty of his off ice to endeavour to  
amend any word or phrase which appeared inaccurate or obscure,  
and he has added prefatory notices or foot notes containing the  
information which appeared to him desirable as to any work or  
its subject, omitting introductory remarks by the Author if now  
without interest.

He wi l l  be  obl iged by any hint s  which may be g iven him  
as to any par t icular s connected with this  edit ion. He did not  
under take hi s  ta sk l ight ly,  but  he fee l s  i t  would have bet ter  
suited a practised and skilful hand; still, having performed it to  
the best of his  judgement and abi l i ty,  he commends i t  to the  
Divine blessing and the kind consideration of the public, espe- 
cially of his father’s fr iends and of the denomination to which he  
belonged.

� T. S. J.
Birmingham,
16 January, 1860.
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PARENTAL DESIRE, DUTY, AND  

ENCOURAGEMENT

THE SUBSTANCE OF TWO SERMONS, 

PREACHED IN CARRS LANE MEETING-HOUSE, 
BIRMINGHAM,  
25 MARCH 1810

‘I will be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee.’

‘Train up a chi ld in the way he should go,  and when he  
is old he will not depart from it.’
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This ,  the f i r s t  o f  Mr James ’s  pr inted works ,  was  preached  
on the occasion of the Editor’s baptism. It will be noticed that  
Mr James commenced his authorship with enforcing one of those  
relative duties which formed to so great an extent the subjects of  
his  ser mons,  and his  s ty le wil l  be seen to have remained the  
same from the first.
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to those  parents  who are  united with the church  
or congregation,  assembling for divine worship,  
in carrs lane meeting house, birmingham.

My dear Friends,
D u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  w h i c h  I  h a v e  s p e n t  

among you as the helper of your joy, i t  has been one of  
my  g rea t e s t  f e l i c i t i e s  to  con t r ibu te  any th ing  to  your  
spir i tua l  consolat ion and ins truct ion;  and many of  you  
having informed me that I could perpetuate this source  
of pleasure by pr inting the sermons which I preached at  
the bapti sm of my dear chi ld,  I  now comply with your  
urgent request,  and deliver them to you from the press .  
I could have directed you to much better discourses than  
t h i s ,  o n  t h e  s a m e  s u b j e c t ;  a n d  I  s h o u l d  t h u s  h ave  
answered your  de s i re,  had  I  not  remembered tha t  the  
affectionate advice of a fr iend, frequently leaves a deeper  
impression, than the more able admonition of a stranger.  
I  sha l l  make  no  apo logy  to  you fo r  the  f au l t s  o f  th i s  
di scour se,  because having heard i t  f rom the pulpi t  you  
asked for i t s  publ icat ion with a previous knowledge of  
the se.  To the  publ ic  I  need not  apo log i se,  because  to  
them it  i s  not addressed. How g reat ly wil l  i t  encourage  
my fu ture  l abour s  for  your  sp i r i tua l  we l f a re,  i f  I  f ind  
that  th i s  exer t ion was  not  made in va in.  Commending  
you to God and to the word of his grace,
	 I subscr ibe myself,
		  With affection and sincerity,
			   Your Servant for Christ’s sake,
				    THE AUTHOR
Edgbaston, 28 April 1810.
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Genesis 17:18.

And  Ab raham s a i d  un t o  God ,  O t h a t  I s hma e l  m i gh t  
live before Thee.

How discordant have been the voices  with which the  
re l ig ious world has  answered the momentous quest ion,  
‘ W h a t  i s  t r u t h ? ’ U n h a p p i l y  f o r  t h e  p e a c e  o f  t h e  
church,  the  var ious  sec t s  o f  which i t  i s  composed ,  in  
replying to this enquiry, seem to have tr ied how jar r ing  
t h ey  c ou l d  r e nd e r  t h e  s a c re d  t on e s  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  by  
repeat ing those sent iments  in which they di f fer,  ra ther  
than how har monious ,  by dwel l ing on those  in  which  
they  ag ree.  I t  wou ld  be  we l l  to  con s ide r,  how many  
notes there are which we could al l  str ike in unison: and  
among many of this kind, one is ,  the impor tance of the  
r is ing generation; or, which is indeed the true meaning  
of that expression, of the instruction and government of  
Youth.  In whatever point  of  v iew we contemplate thi s  
s ub j e c t ,  i t  appea r s  s up reme ly  g r and  and  in t e re s t i ng .  
Our chi ldren,  according as  their  future character  sha l l  
be, must l ive in endless happiness or woe; and therefore  
a regard for their welf are should rouse our attention to  
t h e i r  i m p rove m e n t .  T h ey  a r e  t h e  b l o s s o m s  o f  o u r  
ear thly Comfor t or distress;  therefore a concern for our  
own Peace should induce us to train them up in the way 
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they should go.  They are to be the actor s  in the g reat  
d r ama  o f  human l i f e,  when  we  sha l l  have  c lo sed  our  
par ts, and have made our exits; therefore benevolence to  
the world should make us  caut ious what  character s  we  
send to act  upon i t s  s tage.  They, i f  the Redeemer shal l  
have a church upon ear th, after the present generation of  
believer s, are to compose that church; therefore zeal for  
the divine glory should engage our most ser ious applica- 
tion to this part of Christian duty.

I f  t h e s e  c on s i d e r a t i on s  imp re s s  yo u r  m i n d ,  l i s t e n  
with solemn and candid attention to the directions with  
which they are followed.

The  t ex t  p re s en t s  u s  w i th  the  ex amp l e  o f  a  f a t he r  
pour ing  ou t  to  God the  war mes t  wi she s  o f  h i s  hea r t  
on  beha l f  o f  h i s  ch i l d .  Tha t  f a t he r  i s  t h e  vene r ab l e  
Abraham.  God had  ju s t  dec l a red  to  the  pa t r i a rch  h i s  
in tent ion o f  g iv ing  h im a  son by  Sarah  h i s  wi fe.  The  
inte l l igence was  a t  f i r s t  rece ived with joyfu l  a s toni sh- 
ment ,  and ador ing g ra t i tude,  but  a  fea r  soon arose  in  
his  breast ,  which damped al l  his  pleasure:  What i s  now  
to  become of  I shmae l ?  mus t  he  d ie  to  make room for  
t he  ch i l d  o f  p romi s e ?  o r  wha t  wou ld  be  s t i l l  wor s e,  
mus t  he  become ano the r  Ca in ,  and  go  ou t  f rom the  
p re s ence  o f  t h e  Lo rd ?  Much  o f  ou r  p re s en t  d i s t re s s  
a r i se s  f rom has t ines s  and impat ience  o f  sp i r i t .  We are  
for rushing to the end at  once,  and wil l  not wait  unt i l  
God  ha s  opened  h i s  own de s i gn s ,  and  i l l u s t r a t ed  h i s  
own mean ing .  We look  a t  de t ached  pa r t s  o f  the  em- 
broider y of  Providence,  and di s t re s s  our se lves  because  
we  d i s cove r  a  l i t t l e  shade :  wherea s ,  i f  we  wou ld  bu t  
permit Jehovah to go on unfolding the whole piece, we  
should soon discover that there was no g round of com- 
p l a i n t .  I f  A b r a h a m  h a d  wa i t e d  bu t  a  f ew  m o m e n t s 
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longer,  h i s  p lea sure  would  not  have  exper ienced  th i s  
a l loy; but nature struggles ,  the bowels of the f ather are  
troubled for his son, and he exclaims, ‘Oh that Ishmael  
m i g h t  l i ve  b e f o re  t h e e .’ We  m ay,  t h e re f o re ,  j u d g e ,  
that this petition expressed a desire, both for the natural  
and spir i tua l  l i fe  of  I shmael—it seemed to say,  ‘Oh let  
this my son live and share the blessings of the covenant,  
w i th  h im  who  i s  t o  b e  bo r n  o f  S a r ah .’ Hav ing  t hu s  
expla ined the impor t  of  th i s  prayer,  I  sha l l  cons ider— 
What  ble s s ing s  a  Chr i s t i an  pa rent  shou ld  de s i re  f rom  
God on  beha l f  o f  h i s  ch i ld ren—What  means  mus t  be  
u s e d  by  h i m  i n  o r d e r  t o  o b t a i n  t h e m — A n d  w h a t  
encouragement  the  word o f  God a f fords  h im tha t  the  
means will be connected with the end.

I shall enquire
I .  W h a t  b l e s s i n g s  s h o u l d  a  C h r i s t i a n  p a re n t  s e e k  

from God on behalf of his children?
I s  i t  f o r b i dden  t o  d e s i re  t h e  con t i nu ance  o f  t h e i r  

n a t u r a l  l i f e ?  Ce r t a i n l y  no t ;  p rov i d ed  t h a t  d e s i re  b e  
ent ire ly under the control  of  submiss ion to the wi l l  of  
God.  To shudder  a t  the thought  of  see ing the bloom- 
ing countenance of l i fe exchanged for the pal l id f ace of  
death. is the operation of that pr inciple which God him- 
se l f  has  p lanted in the parent ’s  hear t :  i t  i s  the i r res i s t- 
i b l e  impu l s e  o f  n a t u re :  a nd  we  a re  no t  requ i red  by  
Jehovah to tear  up with indi scr iminate  v io lence ever y  
natura l  fee l ing of  the human breas t ;  but  only to weed  
out the bad ones, and so to check and direct the g rowth  
o f  the  re s t ,  tha t  they  may  not  a t t a in  a  wi ld  and  r ank  
luxur iance which would overtop the judgement, or cast a  
co ld  de s t r uc t ive  shade  upon re l ig ion i t se l f .  What  but  
this strong desire in the breast of the parent for the l i fe  
o f  the chi ld ,  i s  i t  tha t  prompts  to  a l l  those  unwear ied 
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exer t ions which are necessar y for i t s  preservat ion? But  
for such a pr inciple as this ,  how many would suffer the  
kindling lamp of life to expire through neglect, or would  
ext inguish i t  with violence,  ra ther  than endure a l l  the  
solicitude and fatigue which are necessary to cher ish the  
vital spark, and fan it to a flame!

Nor is it forbidden to ask those things for our children  
which would contr ibute so much to their temporal com- 
for t ;  provided,  that  des i re be a l so in ent i re submiss ion  
t o  the  w i l l  o f  Jehovah .  Indu s t r y  i s  p a r t  o f  re l i g i on :  
indolence one of the vices which it brands with indelible  
in f amy.  ‘He tha t  p rov ide s  not  fo r  h i s  own househo ld  
has denied the f a i th and i s  wor se than an inf idel .’ Now  
what i s  i t  that keeps the hive of society from swarming  
with drones? What is  i t  that braces the arm of industry,  
and makes i t  wi l l ing to ply at  the oar  of  labour? What  
i s  i t  that enables you to refrain from discontent,  as  you  
wipe  away  f rom your  b row the  memor i a l  o f  a  cur sed  
e a r t h ?  I s  i t  n o t  yo u r  c h i l d r e n ?  I s  i t  n o t  a  k i n d  
anx ie ty  to  p rov ide  fo r  the i r  fu tu re  want s ,  o r  to  he lp  
them to provide bet ter  for  themselves .  Who,  when he  
looks  over  tha t  va le  o f  tear s ,  in to which hi s  chi ld  has  
entered, and through which he must pass ,  and contem- 
p la te s  squa l id  want ,  d i re  d i sea se,  f r ant ic  madnes s ,  the  
i ron hand of  oppres s ion,  the eve of  envy rol l ing in i t s  
socket ,  seeking whom it  may devour,  the forky tongue  
of  s lander,  a l l  l ike dreadful  bandit t i ,  infest ing his  path,  
and wait ing to assault  him who, I  say,  can help spread- 
ing over him the shield of such a prayer as this?—‘“Oh!  
that  I shmael  might l ive before thee”,  and have accom- 
pl i shed in hi s  exper ience thine own words ,  “Surely he  
shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and from  
the noisome pest i lence;  thou shal t  not be afra id of  the 
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ter ror by night, nor for the ar row that f l ieth by day, nor  
for the pest i lence that walketh in darkness ,  nor for the  
de s t r uc t ion  tha t  wa s t e th  a t  noon  day :  the re  sha l l  no  
evi l  bef al l  thee, neither shal l  any plague come nigh thy  
dwel l ing;  for he shal l  g ive his  angel s  charge over thee,  
to keep thee in all thy ways.”’

St i l l ,  however,  these things are but secondary objects  
of  des ire with him who contemplates ,  in i t s  t rue l ight ,  
the character and destiny of that being which with rap- 
t u re  h e  c a l l s  h i s  c h i l d .  By  t h e  a i d  o f  reve l a t i on  h e  
penetrates  the di sguise which the help les sness  and un- 
consciousness of infancy seem to have thrown round the  
noblest par t of his nature, and discover s through al l  this  
the  g randeur  and the  d ign i ty  o f  Immor ta l i ty.  He see s  
a spark of being which shal l  go on kindling unti l  i t  has  
witnessed the extinction of the sun himself ,  and blazed  
out into eter nal  exis tence. He sees in his  countenance,  
that  f ace which i s  to shine with the glory of God, l ike  
the  sun  in  the  f i r mament ,  o r  to  be  c louded wi th  the  
inf amy and hor ror of the divine cur se. He hear s a voice  
wh i ch  i s  t o  b e  f o r  eve r  hymn ing  t h e  p r a i s e s  o f  i t s  
Creator ;  or  to be for  ever  vent ing bla sphemies  aga ins t  
i t s  Judge.  In  shor t ,  he  contempla te s  a  be ing  bor n for  
eternity; one who will be for ever tower ing from height  
to  he ight  o f  g lor y  in  heaven;  or  s ink ing  f rom gu l f  to  
gu l f  o f  d e sp a i r  i n  he l l .  He  re f l e c t s  t h a t  h i s  ch i l d  i s  
born with the la tent seeds of  cor rupt ion in his  nature,  
which await only the advancing spr ing of life to vegetate,  
to  s t r ike root ,  to  spr ing up under  the f a ta l  war mth of  
temptation, and bear the bitter fruits of rebellion against  
God. He sees ,  in imag inat ion, the world,  the f lesh and  
the  devi l ,  a r ming round the ver y  crad le  o f  h i s  in f ant ,  
f ixing their murderous eyes upon his immor tal soul and 
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going out to prepare for his ruin. Amidst the throbbing  
anguish which such reflections produce in the hear t of a  
believing parent, one thought cheer s him, that his child  
has entered upon a world where a Saviour, wise, power- 
ful  and g racious,  waits  to offer his  g race and guidance,  
as  the ‘Captain of  Sa lvat ion’ ,  to conduct him, through  
al l  the successive stages of human li fe, to the possession  
and en joyment  o f  ever l a s t ing  bl i s s .  Wi th  such re f l ec- 
tions as these in his breast, the truth of which he can no  
more doubt, than he can of his own existence, what can,  
or what ought a Chr istian parent to desire for his child,  
as the g rand ultimatum of al l  his anxiety and solicitude,  
s ho r t  o f  eve r l a s t i ng  b l i s s ?  I t  i s  i n  th i s  s en s e  th a t  he  
u se s  the  p r aye r  o f  Abraham,  ’Oh tha t  I shmae l  migh t  
l ive  be fo re  thee.’ I f  he  po s s e s s  an  immor t a l  s ou l—i f  
that soul be in danger of being for ever undone—if there  
be a poss ibi l i ty of  his  being made eter nal ly and incon- 
ce ivably  happy—to des i re  any th ing for  h im le s s  than  
g race here and glory hereafter is  cruelty of the blackest  
kind.

The s a lva t ion o f  the  sou l  be ing  thus  po in ted  out  a s  
the object which should constitute the f irst wish of every  
parent’s heart on behalf of his child,

I I .  I  sha l l  now ment ion those  means  which mus t  be  
used by him in order to obtain it.

In the di s t r ibut ion of  hi s  f avour s  to the human race,  
God genera l ly connects  hi s  bounty with our exer t ions.  
This remark applies both to temporal and spir itual bene- 
f i t s .  Nor can we expect  that  even our chi ldren wi l l  be  
blessed, independently of our effor ts. If ,  therefore, it be  
a sked ,  what  can  be  done by  us  tha t  our  ch i ld ren may  
par t ic ipate in spir i tua l  and eter na l  bles s ings?  I  answer, 
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in the language of  inspirat ion: ‘Train up a chi ld in the  
way he should go, and when he is old he will not depar t  
f rom i t .’ This  exhor ta t ion enjoins  the whole extent  of  
re l ig ious  educat ion;  on which I  sha l l  now ins i s t ;  a s  an  
attention to this subject forms the only rational g round  
for expectation of the divine blessing on your offspr ing.  
Rel ig ious  educat ion inc ludes ,  Di sc ip l ine,  Ins t r uct ion,  
E x a m p l e ,  a n d  P r aye r :  a n d  a ny  s y s t e m  d e f e c t i ve  i n  
ei ther of these impor tant par t icular s  i s  not l ikely to be  
attended with success.

1 .  I f  we  wo u l d  h ave  o u r  c h i l d re n  g row  u p  a s  we  
de s i re,  we  mus t  ma in t a in  Di s c ip l ine  in  our  f ami l i e s .  
By Discipline, I mean the exercise of parental author ity  
in  en forc ing  obed ience  to  a l l  su i t able  commands  and  
prohibitions.

Thi s  par t  o f  re l ig ious  educa t ion should  beg in  ea r ly.  
The importance of this is wr itten upon the whole system  
of  nature,  and i s  repeated on every page of  the his tory  
o f  P rov idence.  The  supp l e  tw ig  bend s  t o  you r  w i l l ,  
while the sturdy oak laughs at your author ity. A radical  
mistake with many, who see the importance of discipline  
genera l ly,  i s  an  e r ror  a s  to  the  per iod o f  l i f e  when i t  
ought  to  commence.  They forge t  tha t  ch i ldren a re  to  
be brought under the control  of  author i ty,  long before  
t hey  a re  c apab l e  o f  i n s t r uc t i on .  The  t empe r s  o f  t he  
hear t  sprout  be fore  the judgement  beg ins  to  bud;  and  
therefore before the parent can at tend to the lat ter,  a l l  
his care should be directed to the g rowth of the former :  
and a s  consc ience a t  a  ver y ear ly  per iod of  chi ldhood  
ascends her throne in the breast ,  cites the l i t t le culpr its  
before her tr ibunal, and makes them sensible of her ver- 
d ic t—we should a s  ear ly,  jo in the exerc i se  o f  parenta l 
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author i ty  wi th the power of  th i s  inward moni tor,  and  
impress  their  minds with the dis t inct ion between r ight  
and wrong.

Di s c ip l ine  mus t  be  re a sonabl e  in  a l l  i t s  commands :  
and that reasonableness  should,  as  much as  poss ible,  be  
seen upon the f ace of  the command.  We should par t i- 
cular ly guard against  enjoining anything palpably r idi- 
cu lous  or  impract icable.  There  are  few impres s ions  to  
which the minds of  chi ldren are more suscept ible than  
those of r idicule:  and any command, which, when i t  i s  
a t t empted  to  be  obeyed ,  sub jec t s  them to  the  mor t i - 
f ication of either der ision or despondency, is destructive  
of al l conf idence in parental discretion; a want of conf i- 
dence is soon followed by contempt, and that as soon by  
f i l i a l  rebe l l ion .  As  f requen t l y,  the re fo re,  a s  po s s ib l e,  
when the chi ld i s  capable of  ref lect ion, let  the reason- 
ab l ene s s  o f  you r  command s  be  man i f e s t :  bu t  a s  t h i s  
cannot  a lways  be  the  ca se,  and where  i t  cannot ,  your  
author ity must not g ive way, I  exhor t you, by a l ine of  
consummate wisdom towards your children, to transfuse  
into their minds that lesson which you have learned with  
respect to Jehovah, to trust where you cannot trace.

Disc ip l ine,  to be succes s fu l ,  must  be s teady and uni- 
fo r m.  Th i s  i s  o f  the  u tmos t  impor t ance :  f o r  depend  
upon it that a parent, whose commands spr ing only from  
h i s  humour,  w i l l  s oon  f i nd  t o  h i s  co s t ,  t h a t  h e  h a s  
taught  hi s  chi ld  to obey f rom no other  pr incip le.  The  
f ir st thing to be attended to in a command is,  that it be  
r e a s on ab l e ;  a nd  t h e  s e c ond ,  t h a t  i t  b e  o b eye d .  A l l  
parent s  ought  to  cons ider  themse lves  inves ted by God  
with a  deg ree of  author i ty,  which they can at  no t ime  
suffer to be trampled under foot by their children, with- 
out despising an ordinance of God. I have been shocked 
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to see some families, where parental author ity seemed to  
be the result of no pr inciple, subject to no rule, directed  
to no end, but capr ice: these alternate f its of stern seve- 
r i ty and ruinous indulgence were fol lowing each other  
with most destructive inf luence, l ike a frosty night suc- 
ceeding a sunny day in the early spr ing, to the injury of  
ever y tender p lant  exposed to i t s  baneful  a t tack:  there  
wa s  no th ing  be long ing  to  pa ren t a l  au thor i t y  bu t  the  
s courge,  and  tha t  never  u sed ,  bu t  in  s ea sons  when i t  
ought never to be used at  a l l ;—in moments of  pass ion; 
—there  were  the  a r ms  o f  a  weak mother  a f ford ing an  
asylum to the young fug it ive,  f leeing from the displea- 
sure of  a  s ter n f a ther ;  there the chi ld ,  p laced between  
these two extreme sources of  ruin,  undue sever i ty,  and  
fool i sh fondness ,  was lear ning to abuse the indulgence  
of the mother, and to detest the author ity of the f ather.  
Chr i s t ian parents !  i s  i t  thus you cause your f amil ies  to  
become  the  nu r s e r i e s  o f  t he  chu rch  o f  Chr i s t ?  a l a s !  
they  look more  l ike  the  hotbeds  o f  s ed i t ion ,  and  the  
schools of political demagogues.

T h e  g r e a t  d e f e c t  i n  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  
jus t ice,  that  i s ,  nat iona l  d i sc ip l ine,  in th i s  countr y,  i s ,  
tha t  the  pena l t i e s  o f  the  l aw are  too severe  to  be  ex- 
ecuted: hence it is  that such multitudes are condemned,  
and  compared  wi th  th i s  number  so  f ew execu ted :  in  
con s equence  o f  t h i s ,  t h e  s eve r i t y  o f  t h e  t h re a t ened  
punishment loses all its effect in deter r ing from the com- 
miss ion of the cr ime; because of  the chance of mit iga- 
t ion which the general  practice of our cour ts holds out  
to  the  o f fender.  Take heed tha t  you do not  make th i s  
the f aul t  of  your domest ic  d i sc ip l ine.  Never command  
what you do not mean to have performed—never threaten  
what you do not mean to inflict.
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Disc ip l ine should a lways  be mainta ined in a  spi r i t  of  
love.  For i f  indulgence has  s l a in i t s  tens  of  thousands ,  
s eve r i t y  ha s  i t s  thou s and s .  Man  i s  a  c re a tu re  fo r med  
to act  more by the constra ints  of  love than fear ;  hence  
s a i t h  God  i n  s p e ak i ng  o f  I s r a e l ,  ‘ I  d rew  t h em w i th  
co rd s  o f  love,  wi th  bands  o f  a  man .’ Do we not  thu s  
lear n from him who constructed the human mind, and  
of cour se, best knows the pr inciple on which its opera- 
t ions  a re  to  be  d i rec ted ,  tha t  i t  i s  to  be  gover ned  by  
a f f ec t ion?  Of  a l l  the  un seemly,  unna tu r a l ,  d i s gu s t ing  
a s soc i a t ions ,  which  the  d i so rdered  s t a te  o f  the  mora l  
world ever presented to the eye of an observer, there is  
not  one more repugnant to the fee l ings  than a tyrant ’s  
rod ,  g r a s p ed  i n  a  f a t h e r ’s  h and .  We  s h a l l  g en e r a l l y  
f ind that the har sh language, and frowning countenance,  
wi th  which  a  command i s  u t t e red ,  a re  more  i rk some  
than the command i t se l f .  I  would entreat  you never to  
forget a line, which I doubt not you have often repeated  
to your children,

‘Let love through all your actions run.’

The nearer  you l ive  to  the i r  hear t s ,  the  more  l ike ly  
you  a re  t o  imp re s s  t h em :  f o r  t h e  wo rd s  o f  ou r  S a - 
v i ou r  w i l l  a p p l y  i n  a l l  t h e i r  f o rc e  t o  t h i s  c a s e ,  ‘ I f  
ye  l ove  m e  ye  w i l l  ke e p  my  c o m m a n d s .’ C o n s t r a i n  
them to  love  you ;  and  then  the i r  own a f f ec t ion  wi l l  
constra in them to obey you. A chi ld sees no hope, and  
wi l l  genera l ly feel  no wish,  to escape from a system of  
discipline, which spr ings entirely from the tenderness of  
hi s  f a ther.  Parenta l  author i ty should,  to a considerable  
deg ree, resemble the magnet, which while i t  has al l  the  
hard inflexibil ity of the steel, acts only by the attractive  
influence of the loadstone.

And a s  th i s  app l i e s  to  the  whole  o f  domes t i c  d i s c i -
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pline, so with peculiar force to the punitory par t  of i t .  
I f  there be one act  of  pater na l  author i ty,  which ought  
to display more af fect ion than the rest ,  that  act  i s  cor- 
rec t ion:  because  there  i s  no ac t  so  much in  danger  o f  
misconstruct ion in the mind of  the chi ld:  and i f  he be  
once impressed that his  suf fer ings are inf l icted more to  
g r a t i f y  you r  re s en tmen t ,  t h an  t o  cu re  h i s  f au l t s ,  h e  
wil l  be l ikely to feel towards you, as you would towards  
the surgeon, who, you were per suaded, tor tured you for  
his  pleasure, and not for your benef i t .  Let him be con- 
vinced that i t  cost you much anguish to infl ict the least  
pun i shment :  fo r  a s  we  sympa th i s e  wi th  tho se  a round  
us in the feelings of their mind, a cor rection g iven in a  
r age  wi l l  be  genera l ly  rece ived in  a  pa s s ion .  Genuine  
repentance  wi l l  be  mos t  l ike ly  to  re spond to  genuine  
affection.

And here I  would caution you against  the injudicious  
conduct of those who substitute the divine threatenings  
o f  Scr ipture,  for  parenta l  cor rect ion.  To resor t  wi th a  
promptitude which has at last  the effect of prof aneness,  
to these awful ideas, on every recur rence of carelessness  
and perver sity, is the way both to br ing those ideas into  
con t empt ,  and  to  make  a l l  f au l t s  appea r  equa l .  I t  i s  
a l so obvious,  that by tr ying this  expedient on al l  occa- 
s ions,  parents wil l  br ing their author ity into contempt.  
I f  they would not  have tha t  author i ty  se t  a t  de f i ance,  
they must be able to point to immediate consequences,  
wi t i t in  the i r  power to  in f l ic t  on de l inquency.  Perhaps  
one of  the most  prudent  ru les  re spect ing the enforce- 
ment,  on the minds of  chi ldren, of  the convict ion that  
they  a re  accountable  to  an  a l l - see ing ,  though unseen  
Gover nor,  and  l i ab l e  to  the  pun i shment  o f  ob s t ina t e  
gui l t  in a  future s ta te,  i s ,  to take oppor tuni t ies  of  im-
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p re s s ing  th i s  idea  the  mos t  cogent ly,  a t  s ea sons  when  
the chi ldren are not ly ing under any blame or di sp lea- 
sure, at moments of ser ious kindness on the par ts of the  
parent s ,  and ser ious  inqui s i t ivenes s  on the par t  o f  the 
children; leaving in some degree the conviction to have  
i t s  own e f f ec t ,  g rea te r  o r  l e s s ,  in  any  sub sequent  in- 
s tance of  gui l t ,  according to the g reater  or les s  deg ree  
o f  agg rava t ion  which  the  ch i ld ’s  own consc ience  can  
he  made  s e c re t l y  t o  a cknowledge  in  th a t  gu i l t .  And  
another obvious rule wil l  be, that when a child is  to be  
solemnly reminded of these relig ious sanctions in imme- 
diate connection with an actual  instance of cr iminal i ty  
in his conduct, that instance should be one of the most  
ser ious of his f aults, and one which will bear the utmost  
ser iousness of such an admonition.’[START’S WHERE???]*

D i s c i p l i n e  s hou l d  re s p e c t  e a ch  ch i l d  i n  p a r t i cu l a r  
according to hi s  d i spos i t ion.  In the same f ami ly,  there  
may be a var iety of tempers, which will require a var ied  
method of  t rea tment ,  in  addi t ion to the genera l  pr in- 
ciples of education which apply al ike to al l  minds. And  
therefore, as the f armer consults  the nature of his  land,  
a d ap t i n g  t h e  s e ed  t o  t h e  s o i l ;  a nd  a s  t h e  phy s i c i a n  
s t u d i e s  t h e  c on s t i t u t i on  o f  h i s  p a t i e n t ,  s u i t i n g  t h e  
remedy to the d i sea se ;  so  ought  ever y parent  to s tudy  
the  d i spos i t ions  o f  a l l  h i s  ch i ldren,  tha t  he  may adapt  
his discipline to the peculiar ities of their respective tem- 
per s .  And i t  requi re s  no g rea t  share  o f  penet ra t ion to  
di scover wherein those pecul iar i t ie s  cons i s t ;  for  a s  the  
sun is  seen most clear ly when r is ing and sett ing, so the  
temper s  o f  mankind a re  d i scovered  mos t  d i s t inc t ly  in  
chi ldhood and in old age.  Almost every chi ld has some  
p redominan t  f e a tu re  o f  mind ,  wh ich  shou ld  be  mos t 

*	 Vid. Eclectic Review, Vol. vi, page 21.
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assiduously checked or cher ished, as i t  i s  either amiable  
or  hateful .  Al l  have their  beset t ing s ins ,  which wi l l  be  
l ikely to expose them, in future l i fe, to peculiar danger ;  
and which,  in dependence on divine g race,  the parent  
should endeavour to tear up as roots of poison; and they  
have  some d i s t ingu i sh ing  t r a i t s  o f  exce l l ence,  wh ich  
should be seized as the helm of the mind, to steer i t  in  
safety through the dangers with which it is surrounded.

I t  may,  pe rhap s ,  a f t e r  a l l  tha t  I  have  s a id ,  be  a sked  
by some,  what  has  th i s  to  do with re l ig ion? To thi s  i t  
might be suff icient to reply; Did not Jehovah, with most  
emphat ic  marks  of  h i s  d iv ine commendat ion,  ment ion  
t h e  o rd e r  o f  A b r a h a m ’s  f a m i l y ?  ‘ I  k n ow  h i m ,  t h a t  
he wi l l  command his  chi ldren,  and his  household af ter  
h im;  and  they  sha l l  keep  the  way  o f  the  Lord ,  to  do  
jus t ice  and judgement ’ :  on the other  hand,  with what  
aw fu l  ma rk s  o f  d iv ine  d i sp l e a su re  d id  he  pun i sh  the  
want  o f  d i s c ip l ine  in  E l i ’s  f ami ly !  ‘ In  tha t  day,  I  wi l l  
per for m against  El i  a l l  the things  which I  have spoken  
concerning his house: when I beg in I will make an end.  
For I have told him that I wil l  judge his house for ever,  
fo r  the  in iqu i ty  which  he  knoweth :  becau se  h i s  son s  
made themselves  v i le  and he res t ra ined them not .  And  
therefore have I  swor n unto the house of  El i ,  that  the  
iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be purged with sacr if ice,  
no r  o f f e r ing  fo r  eve r.’ Hea r t - rend ing  doom!  Pa ren t s  
take warning.

Bu t ,  t h a t  D i s c i p l i n e  i s  connec t ed  w i th  re l i g i on  i s  
plain: for what,  in truth, i s  rel ig ion? Is  i t  not choosing  
the wil l  of God in preference to our own—bending our  
wi l l  to  h i s  ab so lu te  author i ty—impl ic i t ly  obey ing h i s  
commands—cheerfully acquiescing in his determinations  
w i thou t  mur mur ing ?  and  i s  no t  eve r y  p a ren t  t o  h i s 
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ch i ld  in  God’s  s tead?  and thus  by be ing t ra ined up to  
cons ider  and obey the author i ty of  hi s  parent  a s  abso- 
lute,  the chi ld i s  g radual ly  taught to bow down to the  
will of Jehovah.

2 .  Ins t r uct ion i s  the next  branch of  re l ig ious  educa- 
t i on .  I t  wou ld  be  qu i t e  need l e s s  t o  comba t  t h e  ab - 
surdity of those who would have children left altogether  
un t a ugh t  i n  r e l i g i ou s  op i n i on ,  un t i l  t h ey  a r r i ve  a t  
ye a r s  o f  ma tu re  judgement  to  choo se  fo r  themse lve s  
their  own creed.  I f  re l ig ion were nothing but specula- 
t ion—if the mind were inaccessible to s in and Satan ti l l  
adult  age—if the character could g row up lovely in the  
s ight of God independently of the very means which he  
has  e s tabl i shed for  th i s  end—if  a  sys tem of  educat ion,  
in which relig ion is total ly neglected, be more l ikely to  
engage their attention to it hereafter, than one, where it  
i s  he ld  up  a s  an  ob jec t  o f  supreme impor tance—then  
admit  the idea  tha t  no pa ins  should be taken to teach  
them the pr incip les  of  re l ig ion.  Such a  sent iment may  
do very wel l  for those who hold the innocence and in- 
di f ference of  er ror ;  but not for those who bel ieve that  
good conduct can be expected only from right pr inciples.

I shall consider 1. The matter of Instruction.
And  t h i s  mu s t  b e  t h e  doc t r i n e s  a nd  t h e  du t i e s  o f  

reve l a t ion .  Many  th ink  tha t  on ly  the  p recep t ive  pa r t  
o f  S c r i p tu re  s hou ld  be  t augh t  t o  ch i l d ren :  a s  i f  t h e  
mora l i ty  of  the Bible were in i t s  own nature,  or  could  
be  t aught  to  u s ,  to t a l l y  independent  o f  i t s  doc t r ine s .  
The foundat ion of  a l l  the  precept s  o f  the  New Tes ta- 
ment is  laid in its  g reat fundamental truths. The moral- 
i ty  of  the Chr i s t ian re l ig ion i s  not  of  that  f l imsy kind  
which many imagine—it is not merely action; but action  
spr ing ing from good pr inciples, flowing in a r ight direc-
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tion, and tending to a proper end. To teach a chi ld the  
Chr istian relig ion, and leave him ignorant of every truth  
which  iden t i f i e s  i t s  na tu re,  by  d i s t ingu i sh ing  i t  f rom  
ever y other  sys tem, i s  a  deplorable manner of  t ra ining  
h im up,  ‘ in  the  fea r,  and  nur ture,  and  admoni t ion  o f  
the  Lord .’ You  a re  bound  by  the  s a c red  au thor i t y  o f  
God’s word, to instruct your children in the knowledge  
of the divine character,  as  an omnipresent,  omniscient,  
holy, just, wise, powerful, g racious being, the true God,  
and God of  t ruth—in the character,  the work,  and the  
love  o f  Chr i s t—in the  degenera te  s t a te  o f  the  human  
hear t ,  with the necess i ty of an entire renovation of the  
mind, by the inf luence of the divine Spir it—in the way  
o f  a c c ep t ance  w i th  God ,  t h rough  f a i t h  i n  t h e  g re a t  
Mediator—in their  accountabi l i ty to God, as  the judge  
of  human conduct ;  and a future s ta te  of  happiness  and  
woe. Let not your minds be diver ted from an attention  
to  th i s  impor tant  duty,  by  suppos ing  tha t  such point s  
a re  en t i re l y  beyond  the  c apac i t y  o f  ch i l d ren ;  fo r,  i n  
addi t ion to the observat ion that  they think more than  
we  a re  awa re  o f ,  I  may  rema rk ,  t h a t  i t  i s  en t i re l y  a  
mistake to imag ine, that in order to der ive benef it from  
a doctr ine revealed to our f a i th,  i t  i s  necessary that we  
should comprehend that doctr ine in its full extent. Who  
can g rasp the thought of  omnipresence,  as  an at tr ibute  
o f  Je hovah ?  a nd  ye t ,  who  may  no t  d e r ive  t h e  mo s t  
ex t en s ive  bene f i t  f rom a  be l i e f  o f  th i s  un f a thomable  
idea ?  And the  s ame obse r va t ion  might  be  made  wi th  
re spec t  to  many other  impor tant  t r u ths  o f  reve la t ion ,  
the exis tence of which i s  a l l  that i s  the object of f a i th,  
wh i l e  the  mode  o f  tha t  ex i s t ence  i s  l e f t  fo r  the  d i s - 
cover ie s  o f  e te r n i ty  to  unfo ld .  But  whi le  I  en jo in  an  
a t ten t ion to  the  founda t ion ,  I  would  be  equa l ly  so l i -
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c i t ou s  i n  c a l l i n g  you r  no t i c e  t o  t h e  s upe r s t r u c tu re.  
Assiduously inculcate upon your offspr ing every relative  
a n d  eve r y  s o c i a l  d u t y.  Te a c h  t h e m  t h a t  h o l i n e s s  i s  
neces sar y both to our fe l ic i ty  on ear th and in heaven;  
a nd  t h a t  i t  i n c l ude s  eve r y  t h i ng  we  owe  t o  God  a s  
creatures and as sinners—every thing we owe to man, in  
all the different relationships by which we are connected  
with the human race.

2 .  The  manner  o f  re l i g iou s  in s t r uc t ion  shou ld  a l so  
be  regarded with a t tent ion.  Thi s  o f  cour se,  should be  
as  much adapted to the capaci ty of  the chi ld as  i s  pos- 
sible. The histor ical par ts of Scr ipture may be employed  
by every judicious parent, as a medium of conveying in- 
s t ruct ion to the youthful  mind.  Chi ldren are genera l ly  
more attached to these par ts of God’s Word than to any  
other ;  and as  they conta in so many ins tances  in which  
t h e  ange r  and  t he  g r a c e  o f  God  a re  d i s p l ayed ,  t h ey  
s h o u l d  b e  p o i n t e d  o u t  a s  e xe m p l i f y i n g  t h e  d i v i n e  
a t t r i bu te s  and  d i sp l ay ing  in  s t r i k ing  co lour s  the  de- 
generate state of the human hear t: and when the charac- 
ter s  of  Scr ipture are  se t  before us  on one page,  act ing  
under the dreadful power of s in; and on the next,  con- 
ver ted by the g race of God; they af ford an oppor tunity  
of explaining what man is  by nature, and what he must  
be by g race.  In the conduct  of  eminent  be l iever s ,  and  
especia l ly  in the act ions  of  our  bles sed Redeemer,  are  
examples to which we might direct their attention for a  
v i ew o f  Chr i s t i an  v i r tue s .  And  by  t e a ch ing  them to  
observe the workings of their own minds, how much of  
the  dece i t fu lnes s  and wickednes s  o f  the  human hear t ,  
might they be brought to discover.

Catechi s ing ,  by the  exper ience of  a l l  ages ,  ha s  been  
p roved  to  be  an  exce l l en t  method  o f  communica t ing 
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rel ig ious knowledge:  and what advantages  do you pos- 
se s s  in  the incomparable  product ions  of  the chi ldren’s  
s p i r i tu a l  f r i end ,  Dr  Wat t s !  I  shou ld  a l so  adv i s e  you ,  
not merely to al lure your offspr ing to read the Word of  
God—which  ce r t a in l y  ough t  to  be  mos t  a s s i duou s l y  
done—but also to learn memor iter select and impressive  
por t ions  o f  Sc r ip ture.  You thus  g ive  them a  B ible  in  
their minds, which they may f ind of essential  service to  
them,  long  a f t e r  they  have  lo s t  tha t  which  you com- 
mi t t ed  in to  the i r  hand s .  To  en l iven  the  t a sk ,  one  o f  
Dr  Wat t s ’s  hymns  shou ld  be  occa s iona l ly  t aught ;  but ,  
for  the most  impor tant of  a l l  reasons,  because i t  i s  the  
Word of God, I would have their memory chiefly stored  
with Scripture.

Ins t r uct ion should  not  be  conf ined mere ly  to  s t a ted  
seasons, as in other branches of education; but i t  ought  
to occupy a considerable share of  the common conver- 
s a t i o n  o f  t h e  p a r e n t .  I  g r e a t l y  f e a r  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  
mul t i tudes  o f  Chr i s t i an  parent s  who never  open the i r  
l ips to their chi ldren on the subject of rel ig ion, except  
on  a  S abba th-day  even ing :  th i s  g r and  and  impor t an t  
top ic,  a l l  the  re s t  o f  the  week,  i s  ‘ lo s t  in  s i l ence  and  
forgot .’ And i s  not  th i s  t r a in ing them up to  fo l low to  
perdition the mill ions who have plunged into remediless  
r u in,  by the mis take,  that  godl ines s  i s  only a  Sunday’s  
concern; a thing to be put on and off  with the Sabbath  
day’s  dres s?  Observe,  I  entreat  you,  the method which  
I n f i n i t e  Wi sdom ha s  p re s c r i b ed  f o r  t h i s  i n t e re s t i n g  
du ty :  ‘Thou  sha l t  t e a ch  the s e  word s  d i l i g en t l y  un to  
thy  ch i ld ren ,  and  thou sha l t  t a lk  o f  them when thou  
s i t t e s t  in  th ine  house,  and  when thou wa lke s t  by  the  
way,  and when thou l ie s t  down,  and when thou r i se s t  
u p.’ T h e  o c c u r r e n c e s  o f  eve r y  d ay,  o f  eve r y  h o u r , 
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would pre sent  a  proper  occas ion of  in s t r uct ive  obser- 
va t i on .  A f f l i c t i on s ,  and  rema rkab l e  d i s pen s a t i on s  o f  
mercy,  which fol low each other in our own, or in our  
neighbour’s circumstances, in such rapid succession; the  
r avage s  o f  d i s e a s e,  the  v i s i t s  o f  dea th ,  wh ich  in  th i s  
mor ta l  s t a te  a re  scenes  so  f requent ly  be fore  our  eyes ;  
these and innumerable other events may, by a judicious,  
holy parent, be made the constant preachers of relig ion:  
and when it  i s  thus taught, i t  i s  represented as an every  
day’s concern.

Sti l l ,  I  do not mean to say,  that for a work so impor- 
tant and interest ing as  that  which I  am now enforcing,  
there should be no stated seasons. Among var ious other  
g rac ious  and wise pur poses  for  which the Sabbath was  
ins t i tuted,  one i s ,  that  we might have more than ordi- 
nar y t ime to at tend to the re l ig ious ins t ruct ion of  our  
f ami l i e s :  and  O how many  th ing s  combine  to  render  
th i s  a  sea son pecu l i a r ly  su i t able.  Then,  when ent i re ly  
detached from worldly concerns—when the parent’s own  
mind is devoutly impressed with the supreme excellence  
and impor tance of  e ter na l  th ings ,  by looking through  
the  ve i l  o f  o rd inance s  i n to  e t e r n i t y  i t s e l f—when  he  
retur ns to the bosom of hi s  f ami ly,  with a l l  the savour  
of  re l ig ion on his  mind—when he has just  been st imu- 
l a t ed  to  p a ren t a l  du ty,  and  an ima t ed  w i th  the  swee t  
theme of parental encouragement—when the subjects of  
public discuss ion form a topic for pr ivate instruction— 
then let  every f ather,  every mother,  not squander away  
the precious moments which occur between the publ ic  
se r v ice s  o f  the  day ;  not  t r i f l e  away the  go lden sea son  
by fr ivolous, idle conver sation; but, dividing their l i t t le  
cha rge  be tween them,  endeavour  to  l e ad  the i r  minds  
to God.
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Here  I  mus t  a l so  s e r iou s l y  admoni sh  you  to  a t t end  
to  the sp i r i t  a s  wel l  a s  to  the  le t ter  o f  in s t r uct ion.  In  
this  par t icular,  I  must again express  my fear s  that many  
pa rent s  a re  c r imina l ly  neg lec t fu l .  In s t r uc t ion  i t s e l f  i s  
but  a  means  to  an impor tant  end:  tha t  end i s  impres- 
s ion—ser ious ,  l a s t ing ,  deep impres s ion .  Rel ig ion i s  a  
th ing to be fe l t ,  a s  wel l  a s  known. I t  i s  not  mere ly  an  
outward for m, but  an inward pr inc ip le :  but ,  a l a s !  th i s  
i s  forgot ten by mult i tudes ,  a s  i t  appl ies  to themselves ;  
and by mult i tudes more,  as  i t  appl ies  to their  chi ldren.  
One would  be  l ed  to  imag ine,  f rom a  sur vey  o f  the i r  
act ions,  ei ther that their  of f spr ing were natural ly inca- 
pable of  fee l ing the power of  t rue piety,  or that  i t  was  
no par t of their duty, as parents, to endeavour that they  
should  exper ience th i s  in f luence.  The only  f acu l ty  o f  
t h e i r  ch i l d ren ’s  m ind  wh i ch  many  a t t emp t  t o  b r i ng  
under the control of rel ig ion, i s  the memory; and with  
others, who r ise one step above them, the highest object  
of their pursuit is to g ive them real knowledge, without  
a t t end ing  a t  a l l  to  i t s  in f luence  upon the i r  hea r t  and  
con s c i ence.  I t  i s  f l a t t e r i ng ,  no  doub t ,  t o  a  p a ren t ’s  
vanity, to hear a child astonish us by the strength of his  
memory,  in  repea t ing  ca techi sm and hymns ;  but  what  
does it  prof it  his immortal soul, i f  repetit ion be al l  that  
he  i s  t augh t ?  For  my  pa r t ,  ‘ I  wou ld  r a the r  hea r  h im  
speak f ive words with his understanding, than ten thou- 
s and  word s  in  an  unknown tongue.’ I t  i s  w i th  them,  
a s  with our se lves ,  ‘Though they under s tand a l l  myste- 
r i e s ,  and  a l l  knowledge,  and  h ave  no  l ove,  t hey  a re  
no th ing .’ To have  a  knowledge  o f  the  theor y  o f  re l i - 
g ion wi thout  an exper ience o f  i t s  in f luence upon the  
hea r t ,  i s  on ly  wa lk ing  to  the  bot tomle s s  p i t  wi th  the  
torch of  t r u th in  our  r ight  hand.  I f ,  then,  you would 
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come up to the scr iptural standard of relig ious education,  
admonish them with ear nes t ,  a f fect ionate,  per sever ing  
en t re a t y,  ‘To  remember  the i r  Crea to r  i n  the  day s  o f  
their youth.’

I  shou ld  pa r t i cu l a r ly  recommend sepa ra te  adv ice  to  
e a c h  c h i l d  a l o n e .  G e n e r a l  a d d re s s e s  a r e  f r e q u e n t l y  
evaded by the very per sons to whom they are directed:  
we  a re  ap t  to  h ide  our se lve s  in  a  c rowd;  and  a re  too  
much engaged in applying reproof to others, to remember  
how suitable it is to us: thus using their guilt as a broad,  
impenetrable shield, to ward off the ar rows of conviction  
from our selves.  Take your chi ldren separately into your  
c lose t ;  and there,  when they can f ind no she l ter  f rom  
reproof ,  no shie ld against  convict ion,  no poss ibi l i ty of  
forge t t ing  tha t  they  a re  the  s ing le  ob jec t s  o f  parenta l  
a dv i c e  and  a f f e c t i on ;  t h e re  p r ay  w i t h  t h em and  f o r  
them; there pour out  to God the wishes  of  your hear t  
o n  t h e i r  b e h a l f ;  t h e re  e n t r e a t  t h e m  t o  c h e e r  t h e i r  
parent ’s  hear t  by choos ing the God of  the i r  f a ther s  a s  
thei r  por t ion and thei r  f r iend.  Oh! the moving,  mel t- 
ing power of such admonition!

And ,  a s  you  w i sh  no t  t o  coun te r a c t  a l l  t he  e f f o r t s  
which you are using for the sa lvat ion of your chi ldren,  
do not teach them to think lightly of the work and cha- 
rac ter  o f  the i r  publ ic  ins t r uctor s .  Convince them that  
the se  a re  seek ing ,  in  publ ic,  what  you a re  in  pr iva te,  
the i r  e t e r na l  happ ine s s .  Take  them cons t an t l y  to  the  
house of  God, and instruct  them to l i s ten with solemn  
a t t en t i on  to  t he  exho r t a t i on s  wh i ch  come  f rom the  
pulpi t .  Never,  never,  in their  hear ing,  indulge a  cr i t i- 
cis ing, captious spir i t ,  or you wil l  soon induce them to  
bel ieve that they go to the house of God only as f ault- 
ca tcher s .  ‘ I f  you take a  mal ignant  p lea sure  in  f l ing ing 
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your censures on your minister, and cavil l ing at his dis- 
courses, you are scatter ing round your f amilies the seeds  
of damnation, and are not to wonder when you see them  
gather ing the fruits, by despising relig ion, and prefer r ing  
a  nove l ,  o r  a  p l ay,  to  tho se  s e r mons  which  you  have  
taught them to revile.’

3.  I f  you would g ive  e i ther  meaning or  force  to  any  
th ing you say,  add to  in s t r uc t ion a  Holy  and Sui t able  
Example.

We are a l l ,  to a  ver y cons iderable deg ree,  inf luenced  
by  ex amp l e,  and  e spec i a l l y  ch i l d ren :  f o r  du r ing  the  
minor i ty  o f  judgement ,  imi ta t ion i s  the  regent  o f  the  
s ou l ;  and  tho s e  th a t  a re  l e a s t  c apab l e  o f  re a son ,  a re  
mos t  swayed  by  examp le.  They  a re  remarkably  acu te  
in observing the slightest deviations in others from those  
precepts which are enjoined upon them, and more rea- 
di ly bel ieve their  eyes than their  ear s .  Example der ives  
much of  i t s  force  f rom these  three  c i rcumstances :  the  
regard we fee l  for  the per son in whom i t  i s  exhibi ted;  
the  ag reement  o f  our  t a s te  wi th  h i s  conduct ;  and the  
frequency which we possess of witnessing that conduct:  
and when these  th ings  a l l  combine,  we are  i r re s i s t ibly  
car r ied away by their force, l ike the l i t t le r ivulet swell- 
ing into the mighty tor rent  o f  the mounta in .  Parent s ,  
remember  th a t  a l l  t he s e  c i rcums t ance s  mee t  i n  you r  
e x a m p l e ,  t o  g i ve  i t  p owe r  ove r  t h e  m i n d s  o f  yo u r  
offspr ing, i f  your conduct be any way inconsistent with  
your  profe s s ion a s  Chr i s t i ans .  Such,  a l a s !  i s  the  dege- 
neracy of man by nature, that evi l  has abundantly more  
power over us than good; i t  f a l l s  in with the cur rent of  
t he  he a r t ;  hence  the re  i s  i n  t he i r  m ind s  a  p r inc ip l e  
which g ives amazing force to everything wrong in your  
conduct ;  for,  a t  the same t ime, i t  i s  an example a lways 
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be fore  the i r  eyes ,  and the example of  one whom duty  
cons t ra ins  and nature  prompts  them to love.  They are  
much  more  l i ke l y  t o  do  a s  you  do  t h an  a s  you  s ay.  
W h i l e  t h ey  a r e  a b l e  t o  r e p l y,  ‘ T h o u  t h a t  t e a c h e s t  
another,  teachest  thou not thyse l f ? ’ a l l  the convict ions  
which you would fasten upon their minds will bound off ,  
like arrows from an impenetrable shield.

A n d  I  a m  f e a r f u l  t h a t  i t  i s  t o o  n e c e s s a r y  t o  s ay  
something on the nature  of  that  example which ever y  
Chr i s t i an  pa ren t  shou ld  p l a ce  be fo re  the  eye s  o f  h i s  
chi ldren.  I t  i s  not  su f f ic ient  that  the copy be without  
the  fou l  and  d i sma l  b lo t s  o f  immora l i t y ;  i t  mus t  ex- 
h i b i t  a l l  t h e  l i n e s  and  ch a r a c t e r s  o f  t h e  be au t i e s  o f  
holiness :  a mere blank may not teach them any f lag rant  
v ice,  but  i t  wi l l  not  ins t ruct  them in any spir i tua l  ex- 
ce l l ence.  The  examp le  o f  many  s eems  on ly  to  gua rd  
their  of f spr ing agains t  going to perdi t ion in the broad  
h i gh  ro ad  o f  p ro f an i t y,  wh i l e  i t  l e ave s  a l l  t h e  more  
secret, though not less ruinous paths of destruction open  
to  the i r  cho i ce.  I  shou ld  recommend ,  a s  a  mos t  im- 
portant point, a constant, unaffected, unostentatious dis- 
play of eminently spir i tual  re l ig ion—a l ine of conduct,  
throughout the whole of which, true godliness is seen to  
re i gn ;  i n  wh i ch  the re  shou ld  be  knowledge  gu id ing  
a f f e c t i on—the  a rdou r  o f  t he  Chr i s t i an ,  w i thou t  t he  
w i ldne s s  o f  the  en thu s i a s t—ho ly  joy fu lne s s ,  w i thou t  
s i n f u l  l ev i t y—exemp l a r y  ho l i n e s s ,  w i thou t  monk i sh  
g loom—vig i l ance  in  s e r v ing  God,  wi thout  indo lence  
in world ly avocat ions—piety towards  Jehovah,  blended  
w i t h  meekne s s ,  b enevo l enc e,  a nd  a f f e c t i on  t owa rd s  
mankind—rel ig ion sur rounding wi th i t s  rad iant  g lor y,  
t he  f a the r,  t he  hu sband ,  t he  ma s t e r,  and  the  ne i gh- 
b o u r ;  l i ke  t h e  b r i l l i a n t  g e m ,  s p a r k l i n g  a m i d s t  t h e 
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po l i shed go ld—in shor t ,  mora l i ty,  in  a l l  i t s  b ranches ,  
spr ing ing from ster l ing godl iness .  There should be un- 
inter rupted consi s tency of  conduct.  A Chr is t ian in the  
church ,  a  wor ld l ing  eve r y  where  e l s e—a s a in t  a t  the  
f ami l y  a l t a r  and  a  c r ue l  t y r an t  a t  t he  f ami l y  t ab l e— 
always at  public wor ship and never in pr ivate—fawning  
and  cour teous  toward s  the  r i cher  b re thren ,  and  con- 
temptuous towards the poor—one day a l l  for God, and  
the  next ,  a l l  fo r  the  wor ld ,  Sa t an ,  and se l f ;—such an  
example a s  th i s ,  i f  i t  do any thing,  wi l l  do mischie f— 
for  your chi ldren wi l l  soon f ind out  whether  there be  
con s i s t ency  in  you r  conduc t ;  and  a  de f e c t  he re  w i l l  
counterac t  a l l  the  in f luence  o f  pa r t i a l  and  occa s iona l  
godl ines s .  I  ent rea t  you there fore  to  cons ider  the im- 
por t ance  o f  con s i s t en t  sp i r i tua l  re l i g ion ;  fo r  a s  your  
o f f spr ing  ver y  soon under s t and tha t  d iv ine  aphor i sm,  
‘ O u t  o f  t h e  a b u n d a n c e  o f  t h e  h e a r t  t h e  m o u t h  
speaketh’; i f  they hear and see nothing in your conduct,  
excep t  on  a  Sabba th  day,  tha t  d i rec t s  the i r  mind s  to  
eternal objects,  they can hardly be per suaded that those  
objects  engage much of  your a f fect ion.  When they see  
you so absorbed in worldly concerns, as to secure scarcely  
any time for the duties of the closet or the f amily, run- 
n ing  th rough  them wi th  neg l i g en t  h a s t e ,  s ome t ime s  
omit t ing them a l together,  what  can they imag ine,  but  
th a t  re l i g ion  i s  mere l y  a  th ing  to  t a l k  abou t .  I f  you  
thus conver t your house into a temple of Mammon, can  
you wonder to see them growing up the worshipper s of  
t h a t  i do l ,  wh i ch ,  by  you r  conduc t ,  you  have  t augh t  
t h em to  a do re ?  When  t h ey  s e e  you  i ndu l g i ng  i n  a s  
much  con fo r m i t y  t o  t h e  wor l d  a s  you  c an ,  w i t hou t  
g iving up the very profession of Chr istianity, what force  
wil l  your exhor tat ion car ry with i t ,  when you thus ad-
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mon i sh  them,  ‘Be  ye  no t  con fo r med  to  th i s  wor ld ? ’  
When your house i s  never  the resor t  of  the r ighteous ,  
but only of the gay, the worldly, and the r ich, how can  
you expect that they will listen to your advice, to choose  
only the saints as their companions?

I f  t h e n ,  yo u  wo u l d  w i s h  yo u r  c h i l d r e n  t o  g o  t o  
heaven, do not think merely of sending them there, but  
l e ad  them;  fo r,  a s  Archb i shop Ti l lo t son  obse r ve s ,  ‘ to  
g ive them good ins t ruct ion,  and a  bad example,  i s  but  
beckoning to them with the head, to show them the way  
to  heaven,  whi le  we take  them by the  hand,  and lead  
them in the way to hell.’

B e f o re  I  l e ave  t h i s  p a r t  o f  my  d i s cou r s e ,  I  wou l d  
a l so ins i s t  upon the necess i ty  of  not  only set t ing them  
good examples at home, but of using the utmost caution  
tha t  they be not  exposed to  the contag ion of  bad ex- 
ample  abroad.  I t  should  there fore  be  your  bus ines s  to  
se lect  for  them sui table  companions .  ‘He that  walketh  
with wise men, shal l  be wise; but a companion of fools  
s h a l l  b e  d e s t roye d .’ O n e  b a d  a s s o c i a t e ,  n e g l i g e n t l y  
a dmi t t ed  t o  you r  ch i l d ren ,  may  be  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  t o  
i r re t r i evable  r u in .  Many a  wre tch ,  f rom the  sca f fo ld ,  
has traced back his  inf amy to this  source: and many, in  
a  s t i l l  more  dread fu l  s i tua t ion ,  a re  cur s ing  the  day  in 
which they f ir st formed an unsuitable connection with a  
companion who led them astray from God.

Of  cou r s e,  t h i s  e s t ab l i s he s  a l s o,  t he  impor t ance  o f  
choos ing  a  p roper  pe r son  to  super in tend  the  genera l  
educat ion of  your  chi ldren.  I  wi sh there  were  no jus t  
g round  fo r  rep roach  on  many  Chr i s t i an  p a ren t s ,  f o r  
neg lec t ing  th i s  momentous  sub jec t .  I t  i s  a  l amentable  
f act, to the existence of which the exper ience of multi- 
tude s  c an  t e s t i f y,  tha t  one  s ing l e  week  a t  s choo l  ha s 
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frequent ly ef f aced from the mind the good impress ions  
which  were  the  re su l t  o f  yea r s  o f  pa ren t a l  so l i c i tude  
and in s t r uc t ion a t  home.  There  i s  s ca rce ly  one s ing le  
act  of  a  parent ’s  conduct  which requires  so much holy  
caut ion a s  the  choice  o f  a  school ,  and ye t  wi th  many  
p e r s on s  s c a rc e l y  one  t h a t  re c e ive s  s o  l i t t l e .  Wha t  a  
shamefu l  dere l ic t ion i s  i t ,  both of  Chr i s t i an pr inc ip le  
and parental  care,  to make choice of a s i tuat ion for the  
benef it of a few showy and useless accomplishments, or,  
a t  be s t ,  l i t e r a r y  advan tage s ,  where  the  Sou l ,  the  Im- 
mo r t a l  Sou l ,  i s  t h e  l a s t  ob j e c t  o f  re g a rd .  Ch r i s t i a n  
f a ther s  and mother s !  how can ye a sk  of  God with any  
deg ree of conf idence, that he would save your chi ldren  
f rom be ing  devoured  by  the  roa r ing  l i on ,  when  you  
yourselves have thrown them into his very den?

4 .  Let  i t  not  be  supposed tha t  any sy s tem of  educa- 
tion can be complete without Prayer.

‘ E ve r y  g o o d  g i f t ,  a n d  eve r y  p e r f e c t  g i f t ,  c o m e t h  
down f rom the  Fa the r  o f  l i gh t s .’ Wi thou t  the  s a c red  
i n f l u ence  o f  t h e  D iv i n e  Sp i r i t ,  t h e  mo s t  j ud i c i ou s ,  
affectionate, and persever ing effor ts will f all shor t of the  
de s i red  end .  I t  i s ,  however,  an  encourag ing  thought ,  
t h a t ,  a s  no  he a r t  i s  s o  h a rdened  by  a ge  and  s i n  bu t  
tha t  the  omnipotent  g race  o f  God can renovate  i t ,  so  
there  i s  none  so  tender  in  ch i ldhood but  tha t  he  can  
inscr ibe  upon i t  h i s  name and hi s  image.  He can,  and  
do e s  s ome t ime s ,  i n  t h e  mo s t  s p i r i t u a l  s e n s e  o f  t h e  
p h r a s e ,  ‘ s a n c t i f y  f ro m  t h e  wo m b.’ L e t  u s  t h e re f o re  
‘ p r ay  w i t hou t  c e a s i ng ’ ;  s i n c e  i t  ho l d s  a s  t r u e,  w i t h  
re spect  to  chi ldren,  a s  to  the most  aged and obs t inate  
t r an sg re s so r,  tha t  ‘Pau l  may  p l an t  and  Apo l lo s  wa te r,  
bu t  God  g ive th  the  inc rea s e.’ Not  one  sou l  wa s  eve r  
conve r t ed  t o  God  i ndependen t l y  o f  h i s  g r a c e .  Th i s 
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work is entirely his own, yet he generally performs it by  
bles s ing human means .  But  I  need not  enlarge on thi s  
head, as i t  i s ,  perhaps,  that par t of parental  duty which  
i s  l e s s  n eg l e c t ed  t h an  any  o the r  by  re a l  Ch r i s t i a n s .  
Mu l t i t ude s  p r ay,  who  do  no th ing  e l s e ;  bu t  l e t  s u ch  
remember that we must seek as well as ask.

Hav ing  thus  cons idered  the  means  which  shou ld  be  
used by ever y Chr i s t ian parent  for  the sa lvat ion of  hi s  
children, I will,

I I I .  Exh i b i t  t h e  Encou r a g emen t  wh i ch  t h e  S c r i p - 
ture s  a f ford ,  tha t  such exer t ion wi l l  be  ble s sed to  the  
accomplishment of their desired end.

H ow  f r e q u e n t l y  i s  i t  t h e  c a s e ,  t h a t  w h e n  we  a d - 
moni sh  you to  the  u se  o f  such  means  a s  I  have  men- 
t i o n e d ,  yo u  t u r n  away  a n d  e x c l a i m ,  ‘ A h !  b u t  we  
cannot  g ive  g race  to  our  ch i ld ren .’ Somet imes  th i s  i s  
the  apo logy  o f  indo lence  and c r ue l  ind i f f e rence.  You  
do not  act  thus  with respect  to thei r  bodies ,  a l though  
i t  i s  a s  much  beyond your  power  to  make  the i r  food  
nou r i s h i n g  a s  i t  i s  t o  make  t h e  me an s  o f  s a l va t i on  
useful ;  and no one could s tand acquit ted of  the charge  
of murder,  who starved his  chi ld, because he could not  
ble s s  h i s  food.  But  th i s  exc l amat ion i s  somet imes  the  
re su l t  o f  ignorance and er ror ;  and thus ,  through mis- 
t aken  v i ews  o f  d iv ine  t r u th ,  many  go  wi th  a  fo r lo r n  
hope to that work which affords the greatest encourage- 
men t  to  succe s s .  One  wou ld  be  l ed  to  suppo se  f rom  
such per sons that educat ion, car r ied on with a view to  
real relig ion, were an exper iment upon the human mind  
a l together  beyond the di rect ions  of  Scr ipture ;  and the  
succes s  o f  which was  not  only  doubt fu l ,  but  ver y  un- 
l i ke ly.  What  then ,  doe s  the  Word  o f  God g ive  u s  no  
encouragement to attempt the salvation of our children? Has 
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J e h o v a h ,  e v e r  a t t e n t i v e  i n  o t h e r  t h i n g s  t o  t h e  
happiness of his people, passed over in profound si lence  
a  s ub j e c t  wh i ch  invo lve s  s o  much  o f  t he i r  comfo r t ?  
Has  he g iven us  no g round to hope that  our exer t ions  
w i l l  b e  b l e s s ed ?  Ha s  he  l e f t  ou r  he a r t s  t o  be  to s s ed  
about upon an ocean of  doubt and ag i tat ion without a  
r udder  or  a  compas s ?  Cer ta in ly  not .  Hi s  Word i s  fu l l  
o f  encouragement .  Ever y  th ing war rant s  the  expecta- 
t ion that  an a f fect ionate,  d i l igent ,  scr iptura l  sys tem of  
educa t ion wi l l  be  ble s sed  to  the  s a lva t ion o f  our  o f f - 
s p r i ng .  The  D iv ine  P romi s e,  t h e  D iv ine  Command ,  
and the Divine Conduct, all encourage such a hope.

1.  The  Div ine  P romi s e  l e ad s  u s  to  expec t  th a t  t he  
bles s ing of  God wi l l  res t  upon those who are proper ly  
trained up in his fear.

Was there ever a  di spensat ion of  mercy to thi s  gui l ty  
wor ld  which  d id  not  bea r  a  f avourable  a spec t  on  the  
ch i ldren o f  be l iever s ?  Did not  the  Adamic,  the  Pa t r i - 
a rcha l ,  the  Mosa ic  ed i t ions  o f  the  covenant  o f  g race,  
each smi le  upon the seed of  the r ighteous ,  and gather  
them under  i t s  wings ?  Nor  does  the  Cros s  o f  Chr i s t ,  
wh i l e  i t  g re e t s  w i th  i n f i n i t e  b en i gn i t y  t he  pen i t en t  
parent ,  approaching i t  a s  to  the  a sy lum of  the  s inner,  
f row n  u p o n  h i s  c h i l d .  O h  n o !  T h e r e  i s  t o  u s  t h e  
same encouragement to car ry our children to that Cross,  
and while we receive sa lvat ion from it  our selves ,  point  
t h em  to  t h e  b l e ed i ng  s a c r i f i c e ,  a s  t h e re  wa s  t o  t h e  
poi soned I s rae l i te,  to car r y hi s  ser pent-bi t ten chi ld to  
the  b razen  s i gna l ,  and  whi l e  he  h imse l f  rece ived  l i f e  
through the appointed means ,  to  d i rec t  the eye of  h i s  
babe  to  the  source  o f  hea l th .  How f requent ly,  under  
the Jewish s tate,  was that  g racious promise repeated to  
t h e  chu rch ,  ‘ I  w i l l  b e  a  God  un to  t hee,  and  t o  t hy 
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seed after thee’: every succeeding age echoed it back to  
the past, and still

Engrav’d, as in eternal brass, 
The mighty promise shines.

I t  wa s  a  p ro m i s e  n o t  p e c u l i a r  t o  Ju d a i s m .  I t  wa s  
t h e  s ou l  o f  t h a t  s y s t em  wh i ch  t h e  Roman  Empe ro r  
bu r i e d  b ene a t h  t h e  r u i n s  o f  Je r u s a l em—a  s ou l  t h a t  
could not die—which does not lie inter red in the tomb of  
the old covenant, but which took its flight into the more  
exalted reg ions of Chr ist ianity when the body in which  
it  had long dwelt was s lain at the command of God: for  
i t  i s ,  i n  sho r t ,  ‘ t he  covenan t  th a t  wa s  conf irme d  o f  
God in  Chr i s t .’ Hence  we f ind  the  s ame promise  f re- 
quent ly  repeated on the pages  o f  the  New Tes tament .  
‘Repent ,’ sa id  the apos t le  Peter,  on the i l lus t r ious  day  
of Pentecost,  ‘and be baptised, every one of you, in the  
name of  Jesus  Chr i s t ,  for  the remiss ion of  s ins ;  and ye  
shall receive the g ift of the Holy Ghost: For the promise  
i s  unto you and to your chi ldren.’ And we f ind another  
o f  the  apo s t l e s  u s ing  the  s ame  l anguage.  Pau l ,  when  
the a f f r ighted ja i lor  excla imed,  ‘What sha l l  I  do to be  
s ave d ? ’ r e p l i e d ;  ‘ B e l i eve  i n  t h e  L o rd  Je s u s  C h r i s t ,  
and thou sha l t  be  saved,  and thy house.’ And,  indeed,  
did not our bles sed Redeemer himsel f  imply a l l  that  i s  
in tended in  th i s  g rac ious  promise,  when he  d i sp l ayed  
the  b r i gh t e s t  g lo r y  o f  h i s  conde s cen s ion ,  by  ‘ t ak ing  
young  ch i l d ren  i n  h i s  a r ms ,  and  b l e s s i ng  t hem,  and  
saying, “Suffer the l i tt le children to come unto me, and  
forbid them not, for of such is the kingdom of God.”’

This  promise,  when i t s  t rue impor t  i s  expla ined, wi l l  
be found to afford the most abundant encouragement to  
the hope of every Chr ist ian parent concerning his chil- 
d re n .  And  i n  i l l u s t r a t i n g  i t ,  I  wo u l d  o b s e r ve  t h a t , 
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wha teve r  be  i t s  t r ue  mean ing ,  i t  mus t  be  someth ing  
applicable to believer s,  as such; or, in other words, i t  i s  
a promise made to the faith of a believing parent.

Now, according to this rule of interpretation, it must mean 
something more than that our children, when they arrive at years 
of discretion, shall, if they seek the blessings of salvation, obtain 
the object of their pursuit. This may be implied, but it certainly 
cannot be all that is implied; for, if so, the promise contains 
nothing but what applies as truly to the most blasphemous 
infidel, as to the most holy believer; for it is as certain as the 
oath of God can make it, that his children, if they call upon 
Jehovah, shall be heard and blessed. Besides, if this be all that 
is intended by such a declaration, then that part of the promise 
which relates to our children is altogether unnecessary, as it 
gives us not one more sentiment of consolation concerning 
them, than what we gain from those general declarations of 
Scr ipture which promise salvation to all who believe. And 
is it likely that God would so frequently and so particularly 
mention our children, and that in a way so calculated to raise 
our expectation, if in the distr ibution of his favours he had 
no peculiar respect to them?

Nor  doe s  th i s  p romi se  t each  u s  mere ly,  tha t ,  i f  our  
ch i l d ren  d i e  i n  i n f ancy,  t hey  sh a l l  b e  s aved  w i th  an  
eve r l a s t i ng  s a l va t i on .  Th i s  i s  c e r t a i n l y  imp l i ed ;  and  
oh !  how  much  doe s  t h e  con so l a t o r y  t r u t h  a s s i s t  i n  
abat ing the deluge of  di s t res s  which threatens to over- 
whelm the mind of those who are called to embalm with  
thei r  tear s  the l i fe le s s  c lay of  a  once lovely babe!  The  
P ious  Psa lmi s t ’s  words  have  o f ten poured the  ba lm of  
conso la t ion into the wounds  of  separa t ion:  ‘ I  sha l l  go  
to him, but  he wi l l  not  come to me.’ St i l l ,  however,  I 
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do not think that  the pecul iar  emphasi s  of  the promise  
l i e s  in  th i s ;  fo r  the re  i s  no th ing  in  the  Word o f  God  
which proves that any inf ants ,  dying such, are eternal ly  
los t .  I  am inc l ined to the char i table  s ide of  th i s  ques- 
t i on ;  fo r  i f ,  by  a  f ede r a l  re l a t i on sh ip  to  Adam,  they  
participate, without actual sin, in the penal consequences  
of  hi s  gui l t ,  they may,  for  aught  I  see to the contrar y,  
be so federally related to Chr ist, without actual f aith, as  
to  pa r t i c ipa te  in  the  g r ac ious  bene f i t s  o f  h i s  dea th .*  
We have therefore found nothing yet,  nor i s  there any- 
thing to be found, in this promise, peculiar to believers,  
except we admit that i t  holds out a pleasing encourage- 
ment  to  us ,  tha t  i f  we use  a l l  su i t able  means  to  br ing  
our children to a saving knowledge of God, he will bless  
those means ,  and in due t ime ‘ revea l  h imse l f  to them,  
as he does not to the world.’

I  do  no t  mean  t o  s ay  t h a t  i t  wa r r an t s  a  con f i d en t  
a s surance,  or  even an expecta t ion independent  o f  our  
exer t ions;  but that  this  declarat ion holds out suf f ic ient  
encouragement to promote the most vigorous exer t ions  
for the sa lvat ion of  our chi ldren,  with hope that  those  
exe r t i on s  w i l l  b e  c rowned  w i th  th a t  d iv ine  b l e s s i ng  
which alone can render any means effectual.

Chr i s t i an  pa ren t s !  con temp l a t e  the  p romi s e  in  th i s  
point of view; and does it not act upon your minds l ike  
the  ver na l  sun upon the f a r mer,  which invi te s  h im to  
the f ie ld,  smi les  upon him as  he guides  the plough, or  
cas t s  the seed,  and encourages his  br ightest  hopes? Let  
it melt the icy fetter s of despondency, let it suppress the  
hope le s s  s igh ,  le t  i t  rouse  the  sacred energ ie s  o f  your  
soul, let it send you to your work, not with a tear but a  
song.

*	 Vid. Rom. v., from 12 to end.
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2 .  The Div ine  Command war ran t s  th i s  expec ta t ion .  
We cer tainly have some ground to expect the possession  
of a blessing, which is to be obtained, in the use of certain  
means,  when we are real ly us ing the very means which 
God himsel f  has  appointed for that  pur pose.  For whi le  
he leaves  ample room for the exerci se  of  hi s  own wise  
sovereignty,  he cer ta inly does not mean to mock us by  
setting us upon the performance of certain actions, which  
have no tendency, no connection, no end. It is the pro- 
per ty  of  fo l ly,  and not  o f  consummate wisdom, to ac t  
wi thout  r u le  and wi thout  de s ign .  Indeed ,  the  expec- 
tat ion which I am endeavour ing to excite,  you indulge  
with respect to almost a l l  other ordinances.  Why, when  
your eyes  look round upon a crowded auditor y,  s i t t ing  
under the sound of  the Gospel ,  why thr i l l s  your hear t  
with thi s  del ight ful  sent iment,  ‘Surely some wanderer s  
f rom God and  bl i s s  wi l l  be  ga thered  in to  the  fo ld  o f  
Chr i s t  ton igh t ? ’ I s  i t  no t  fo r  the se  two rea son s ,  tha t  
God has appointed the preaching of the Gospel  for the  
conversion of sinners, and that there is a f itness between  
the means  and the end?  I s  i t  not  for  the same reasons  
tha t  you  expec t  to  be  ed i f i ed  by  p r aye r,  re ad ing  the  
Scr iptures, sitting down at the table of the Lord, hear ing  
se r mons?  Why then should  the  re l ig ious  educat ion of  
chi ldren be the only ordinance which f a i l s  to produce  
expectat ion of success .  That i t  i s  an ordinance of God,  
i s  ev i d en t  f rom h i s  Word ;  f o r  wa s  i t  no t  unde r  t h e  
s p i r i t  o f  i n sp i r a t i on  th a t  So lomon  exho r t ed  you  ‘ t o  
train up a child in the way he should go’, and that Paul  
sa id,  ‘Ye f ather s ,  br ing up your chi ldren in the nur ture  
a n d  a d m o n i t i o n  o f  t h e  L o rd ? ’ A n d  t h a t  t h e  m e a n s  
a r e  s u i t e d  t o  t h e  e n d  n e e d s  n o  p ro o f .  Ta ke  h e e d ,  
then,  o f  d i shonour ing God,  by th inking l ight ly  o f  h i s  
institutions.



38	 works of john angell james volume i�

3.  Th i s  expec t a t ion  i s  s t reng thened  by  a  rev i ew o f  
the Divine Conduct.

Look  a t  the  church  o f  God .  Of  whom i s  i t  ch i e f l y  
composed? Do we not f ind that a very large propor tion  
o f  i t s  m e m b e r s  a r e  t h e  s e e d  o f  t h e  r i g h t e o u s ?  Fo r  
wh i l e  the  cu r s e  o f  God ,  l i ke  the  a i r  o f  a  pe s t i l ence,  
en t e r s  i nv i s i b l y  in to  the  f ami l i e s  o f  the  w icked ,  the  
b l e s s i n g  o f  G o d ,  l i ke  t h e  l i g h t  o f  h e ave n ,  s i l e n t l y  
d e s c end s  i n to  t he  h ab i t a t i on  o f  t h e  j u s t .  A s  t h e  o i l  
poured on the head of Aaron, which flowed down to the  
skir ts of his garment, so have we often seen the blessing  
o f  God f lowing f rom the  parent  down to  the  meanes t  
b r a n ch  o f  t h e  hou s eho l d .  I  a c know l edg e  t h a t ,  f r e - 
quent ly,  Jehovah ‘ca l l s  those to be a  people  who were  
not a people;  for he hath mercy on whom he wil l  have  
mercy, and whom he wil l  he hardeneth’,  but, general ly,  
he  r a i s e s  up  the  son  in  the  s t e ad  o f  t he  f a the r.  The  
church ,  l i ke  the  f ab l ed  phoen ix ,  s eems  to  g row o ld ,  
expire,  and f rom i t s  own ashes  send for th a  succes sor.  
The instances of conver sion in advanced age, compared  
with those which take place in ear ly l i fe,  are rare;  and,  
indeed, many of those which do occur, seem to be only  
the resur rection of impressions long bur ied under a heap  
of youthful pass ions and worldly cares.  How often have  
we  hea rd  the  r ap turous  exc l amat ion  o f  the  Chr i s t i an  
f a the r,  ‘Re jo i ce  w i th  me,  fo r  th i s  my  son  wa s  dead ,  
a n d  i s  a l i ve  a g a i n ;  h e  wa s  l o s t ,  a n d  i s  f o u n d .’ T h e  
prodigal left his f ather’s house, but could not leave alto- 
gether  h i s  parent ’s  in s t r uct ions ;  these,  a l though appa- 
ren t l y  l o s t  t o  h im ,  we re  s t i l l  i n  t h e  ke ep i ng  o f  h i s  
consc i ence.  The  sun  o f  p ro spe r i t y  shone  ou t  i t s  day,  
and then sunk down behind the hil l s  of diss ipation, and  
the night of affliction, dreary and tempestuous, followed; 
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and  th i s  wa s  the  t ime fo r  consc ience  to  do  i t s  work :  
then, amidst the sur rounding darkness, rose in rapid suc- 
cession the long forgotten counsels of parental solicitude;  
and the very instructions which he once shunned as his  
enemies ,  were  embraced by him as  h i s  guides ,  to  lead  
him to his father and his God.

The se  ob se r va t ion s ,  o f  cour s e,  app ly  on ly  to  tho se  
p laces  where Chr i s t i an i ty  i s  known and profes sed;  for  
when the Gospel  comes to a people who have long sat  
in  da rknes s ,  we  may  expec t  numerous  conver t s  o f  a l l  
ages;  but when it  has been long preached in pur ity and  
p lenty,  when ord inances  have  been regu la r ly  kept  up,  
few, comparatively speaking, but those who are called in  
e a r l y  l i f e,  a re  eve r  c a l l ed  a t  a l l .  Mr  Bax te r,  i n  some  
p a r t  o f  h i s  wo r k s ,  h a s  t h i s  o p i n i o n ,  t h a t  i f  f a m i l y  
i n s t r uc t ion  were  p rope r l y  and  gene r a l l y  ma in t a ined ,  
preaching would soon cease to be the common method  
of  conver s ion. This  sent iment,  a l though i t  be cer ta inly  
rather hyperbolical ,  deserves regard. And it  i s  cor robo- 
r a t ive  o f  a l l  tha t  I  have  s a id ,  tha t  mos t  o f  those  who  
are recorded on the page of  inspira t ion as  eminent for  
p i e t y,  we r e  c a l l e d  by  G o d  i n  e a r l y  l i f e ;  s u c h ,  f o r  
instance, as  Abraham, Moses,  Samuel,  David, Solomon,  
Jo s i ah ,  Je remiah ,  Obad i ah ,  Dan ie l ,  John  the  Bap t i s t ,  
T i m o t hy ;  a n d  n o  o t h e r  r e a s o n ,  s ay s  t h e  j u d i c i o u s  
Wither spoon, has ever yet been g iven for our Saviour’s  
d i s t ingui sh ing John the apos t le  by par t icu lar  marks  o f  
a f f e c t i o n ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  h e  wa s  t h e  yo u n g e s t  o f  t h e  
twelve.*

And  he re  i t  w i l l  no t  be  ami s s  t o  ob s e r ve,  t h a t  t he  
ver y  expec ta t ion i t se l f  which I  am now encourag ing ,  
has considerable inf luence in attaining the desired end. 

*	 See Witherspoon’s Sermons, vol. 4.
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Is it not one of those means which God frequently uses  
i n  t h e  s a l va t i on  o f  t h e  ch i l d ren  o f  h i s  p eop l e ?  I n  a  
thousand instances we perceive that,  when God intends  
to bes tow a g reat  and s igna l  benef i t ,  he f i r s t  exci te s  a  
cheerful  expectat ion and des ire.  Do we not lear n from  
h i s  Word tha t  the  ch ie f  qua l i f i c a t ion ,  i f  so  i t  may  be  
cal led, for receiving many of his f avours, is the earnest- 
ness  of  our des ire,  and the f i r mness  of  our expectat ion  
of  them? Genera l ly  speaking,  the most  hopefu l  parent  
w i l l  b e  t h e  mo s t  s u c c e s s f u l  on e .  A  m ind  p a r a l y s e d  
wi th despa i r,  or  even benumbed wi th despondency,  i s  
l ikely to do very litt le in the way of benef icial exer tion.  
I t  i s  an  o l d ,  bu t  i t  i s  a  ve r y  t r ue  p rove rb,  ‘He  t h a t  
thinks he works for a song, i s  not very l ikely to s ing at  
h i s  wo rk ’ ;  a nd  i t  may  b e  s a i d  conc e r n i ng  re l i g i on ,  
as well  as of everything else, that hopelessness and l i fe- 
nessness  are a  wedded pair.  Hence,  when the breas t  of  
the Chr istian parent beats high with the pleasing expec- 
tation of seeing his effor ts crowned with the salvation of  
hi s  chi ld,  what fervour does such a hope impar t  to his  
prayer s !  what  de l ight ,  what  animat ion,  what  pat ience,  
t o  a l l  h i s  e xe r t i on s !  On  t h e  o t h e r  h and ,  how  du l l ,  
labor ious,  and irksome are those endeavour s which are  
carr ied on with a fearful despondency of success!

But now, what  sha l l  I  answer to the object ion which  
some,  perhaps ,  may oppose  to  a l l  tha t  I  have  s a id ,  by  
a sk ing ,  ‘ I s  no t  th i s  re a son ing  aga in s t  f a c t ;  fo r  do  we  
not  see  the chi ldren of  many eminent  be l iever s  l iv ing  
“without God and without hope in the world?” Do we  
no t  re ad  o f  s u ch  i n s t ance s  i n  S c r i p tu re ?  Wa s  i t  no t  
the case with the very child for whom the prayer which  
forms the text was uttered?’

I t  i s  p a in fu l  t o  fo rce  the  wounded  sp i r i t s  o f  t ho s e 



	 proof-reading draft� 41

who are conscious of s inful  neglect ,  to br ing suf f ic ient  
a rguments  to  confute  th i s  ob jec t ion.  Many,  I  am per- 
suaded, are feel ing al l  the agony of a bleeding hear t,  in  
s e e i n g  t h e i r  c h i l d ren  wa l k i n g  i n  t h e  b ro ad  ro ad  t o  
d e s t r u c t i o n ;  t o  w h o m  i t  m ay  s e e m  a n  u n n e c e s s a r y  
and wanton renewal of their anguish, to hear it said that  
the dagger which wounded them was their own neglect.  
But ,  for  the ins t ruct ion of  other s  i t  must  be dec lared,  
that  many,  ver y many of  the ins tances  a l luded to,  may  
be traced to parenta l  del inquency.  Look into the prac- 
t i ce  o f  Chr i s t i an  parent s  in  genera l ,  and you wi l l  not  
search long without f inding var ious obstacles to the suc- 
c e s s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  e d u c a t i o n .  B y  h ow  m a ny  a r e  t h e  
means of  instruct ion tota l ly neglected,  with how many  
more  i s  i t  noth ing  e l se  than a  l i f e le s s  for m;  a  par t  o f  
the employment which i s  des t ined to f i l l  up the hour s  
o f  t h e  S abba th  no t  d evo t ed  t o  pub l i c  wo r sh i p !  The  
re l axa t ion  o f  domes t i c  d i s c ip l ine  wi th  some;  the  op- 
pos i te  extreme of  undue sever i ty  in  other s ;  the l imi t- 
at ion of instruction to pr inciples,  while their inf luence  
on the  hear t  and charac ter  i s  d i s regarded;  the  unsui t- 
able temper and conduct of  many who impar t  the best  
instructions; the neglect of choosing proper companions,  
schools ,  and s i tuat ions in l i fe  for chi ldren;* these,  and  
var ious other sinful defects are suff icient to account for  
a  ver y  l a rge  propor t ion o f  the  ca se s ,  to  which I  have  
been directed by the objection.

A n d  i f  yo u  r e f e r  t o  t h e  e x a m p l e s  p ro d u c e d  f ro m  
Scr ipture, in which the chi ldren of the r ighteous knew  
not the God of their f ather s, you wil l  f ind some glar ing  
impropr ie ty  in  parenta l  conduct .  Who can wonder  to

*	 S e e  t h e s e  o b s t a c l e s  a b l y  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  a  S e r m o n  b y  D r  W i n t e r ,  
on this very subject.
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read of the cr imes committed by Hophui and Phinehas,  
when he recollects the want of discipline in Eli’s f amily?  
Who is surpr ised to hear the sor rowful accents of David’s  
con fe s s ion ,  ‘My house  i s  no t  so  wi th  God’ ,  when he  
consider s  the awful backs l idings of that g reat  man, and  
re ad s ,  be s ide s  th i s ,  ‘ tha t  he  had  never  d i sp l ea sed  the  
wicked Adoni j ah ,  by  s ay ing ,  why ha s t  thou done so? ’  
Did  not  a  wicked Esau  descend f rom a  par t i a l  f a ther,  
a n d  S i m e o n  a n d  L ev i  f ro m  a n  i n d u l g e n t  o n e ?  A n d  
w i t h  re s p e c t  t o  I s hmae l ,  h i s  c i r cums t an c e s  we re  s o  
pecu l i a r  th a t  h i s  f u tu re  conduc t  fo r ms  no  ob j ec t ion  
whatever to the pr inciple which I have endeavoured to  
establish.

S t i l l ,  howeve r,  i t  mu s t  b e  a dm i t t ed  t h a t  t h e re  a re  
not a few instances in which the most judicious system  
o f  educa t ion  ha s  been  qu i t e  un succe s s f u l .  The  mos t  
af fect ionate discipl ine, the most scr iptural  instructions,  
t h e  m o s t  h o l y  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  m o s t  f e r ve n t  p r aye r ,  
h ave  some t ime s  p roved  no  ob s t a c l e s ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  bu t  
ineffectual ones, in the career of a profl igate child; and  
where  th i s  i s  unhappi ly  the  ca se,  we can only  recom- 
mend to such aff l icted parents the consolation of David,  
who,  even upon th i s  dark  and d i sma l  c loud,  s aw a s  i t  
were the beauteous colour s of the rainbow, the emblem  
o f  the  covenant ,  and  exc l a imed,  ‘A l though my house  
be not so with God, yet he hath made with me an ever- 
l a s t ing  covenan t ,  o rde red  in  a l l  th ing s ,  and  su re ;  fo r  
t h i s  i s  my  s a l va t i on ,  and  a l l  my  de s i re ,  a l t hough  he  
make i t  not  to  g row.’ Such ca se s  on ly  prove tha t  God  
i s  a sovereign in the dis tr ibution of his  f avour s ,  but do  
not at  a l l  destroy the connect ion which he himsel f  has  
e s t ab l i shed  be tween  the  mean s  and  the  end :  they  do  
not  d i sprove the sent iment  a s  a  genera l  pr inc ip le,  but 
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only prove that i t  i s  not an invar iable rule:  they excite  
jus t  so much fear  a s  i s  su f f ic ient  to preser ve our hope  
from degenerating into unwarrantable presumption.

I will now conclude by addressing
1. Those parents  who al together neglect the rel ig ious  

educat ion of  their  chi ldren.  Unnatura l  f a ther s !  wicked  
mother s !  I  addres s  you as  the advocate of  those whom  
you are solemnly bound by every tie of nature and rel i- 
g ion to conduct to the highest bliss of which their nature  
is susceptible, but whom your cruel neglect abandons to  
the most  exquis i te  miser y which they can poss ibly en- 
dure. This i s  a species of cruelty to be found no where  
e l s e  in  the  who le  un ive r s e  bu t  in  your  b rea s t ;  eve r y  
o the r  c re a tu re  t e ache s  i t s  young  to  s eek  the  h ighe s t  
good which their  nature can enjoy, and to exercise the  
ch ie f  f acu l t i e s  o f  which  i t  i s  c apable.  ‘The  sea  mon- 
s te r s  d raw out  the i r  b rea s t  to  the i r  young.  The eag le  
stir reth up her nest, f luttereth over her young, spreadeth  
ab road  he r  wing s ,  t ake th  them,  bea re th  them on  he r  
wings .  The young l ions  roar  a f te r  the i r  prey and seek  
t h e i r  me a t ’ ,  t a u gh t  by  t h e  p a ren t  b e a s t ;  wh i l e  you  
hab i tua l ly  neg lec t  to  in s t r uc t  your  o f f sp r ing  in  ever y  
t h i ng  wh i ch  c an  e s t a b l i s h  and  pe r pe tu a t e  t h e i r  re a l  
felicity. But for the kind instruction of some benevolent  
s t r a nge r,  o r  t h e  me re  a c c i d en t  o f  t h e i r  f a l l i n g  i n t o  
a s soc ia t ion with other s  bet ter  taught  than themse lves ,  
your chi ldren would to this  hour have remained almost  
en t i re ly  ignoran t  tha t  they  had  a  sou l ,  o r  tha t  i t  wa s  
n e ce s s a r y  t o  make  any  e f f o r t  f o r  i t s  s a l va t i on .  ‘You  
wo u l d  n o t  h ave  yo u r  l ove  f o r  t h e m  s u s p e c t e d ;  bu t  
wretched indeed are those children who share only in a  
s o l i c i t u d e  w h i c h  a s k s ,  “ W h a t  s h a l l  t h ey  e a t ;  w h a t  
shal l  they dr ink; or wherewithal shal l  they be clothed?” 
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What is the body to the soul? What is t ime to eternity?  
What is it to dispose of them advantageously in life, and  
leave them unprepared for death; unprovided for a new,  
a  never-ending,  a  change le s s  per iod of  ex i s tence?  Are  
you the  in s t r ument s  o f  b r ing ing  the se  hap le s s  be ing s  
into existence only barbarously to sacr i f ice them? Such  
p a r e n t s  a r e  m o r e  c r u e l  t h a n  H e ro d .  H e  s l ew  t h e  
ch i ld ren  o f  o ther s ,  the se  s l ay  the i r  own,  he  on ly  de- 
s t royed  the  body,  the se  de s t roy  the  sou l ,  h i s  v i c t ims  
died innocent ,  and were doubt les s  saved:  these parents  
wil l  not suf fer their  of f spr ing to die innocent:  by their  
unkind care they guard them ti l l  the season of safety i s  
e lapsed, t i l l  they are become accountable and cr iminal ,  
and expose  them when they know the i r  dea th wi l l  be  
a t t ended wi th  the i r  damnat ion .’*  Per mi t  me to  men- 
t ion  to  you one  o f  the  c r ue l  p rac t i ce s  o f  the  anc ien t  
Ca r thag in i an s .  They  had  a  de t e s t ab l e  i do l ,  to  wh ich  
they of fered up the i r  ch i ldren in  sacr i f i ce,  and which  
was so formed that an infant put into its hands stretched  
out to receive i t ,  would immediately f a l l  into a gul f  of  
f i re.  The  mother s  themse lve s  pe r fo r med the  dread fu l  
r i te s ,  by g iv ing the i r  own of f spr ing into the hands  o f  
the idol ,  and a lways thought i t  an unfor tunate omen i f  
the l i tt le victim were offered weeping, and therefore by  
apparent ly fond ki s ses  and caresses  endeavoured to ex- 
tor t  a  smile at  the dreadful  moment when i t  was g iven  
in to  the  hands  o f  the  h ideous  image.  You shudder  a t  
t h e  r e c i t a l .  You  c a l l  s u ch  p a ren t s  s ava g e  mon s t e r s .  
But pause for a moment, and enquire if there be nothing  
l i ke  t h i s  i n  yo u r  c o n d u c t .  I s  n o t  s i n  a n  i d o l  m o re  
dread fu l  s t i l l ?  Are  not  i t s  hands  ever  s t re tched out  to  
r e c e ive  i t s  unh appy  v i c t im s ?  I s  t h e re  no t  a  gu l f  o f 

*	 Mr Jay.
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f ire below, to receive them as they drop from its  g rasp?  
Are  you not  sacr i f i c ing your  chi ldren to  th i s  dreadfu l  
idol? Is  not al l  your anxiety for their temporal interest ,  
whi le  you neg lec t  the i r  sou l s ,  on ly  a  c r ue l  so l i c i tude  
tha t  they  may  pa s s  smi l ing  in to  the  hands  o f  the  de- 
s t royer?  Imag ine,  sa id  Mr Flave l ,  tha t  you had car r ied  
the p lague into your f ami ly,  and l ived to witnes s  your  
chi ldren l ie  dying by the wal l s  of  your house,  surely i f  
not  pos se s sed o f  a  t iger ’s  hear t ,  such a  spectac le  must  
p i e rce  you  to  the  ve r y  sou l .  Oh  con s ide r !  t h a t  ve r y  
scene, only of a moral kind, is before you: your children  
are infected with the plague of the hear t ,  and they de- 
r ived  t h e  d i s e a s e  f rom  you .  Ye s ,  t h ey  h ave  d e r ived  
f rom you a  depraved na ture,  and can ye  wi tnes s  them  
with indifference sinking into eternal death through the  
ma l ady  which  they  caught  f i r s t  f rom you?  Can ye  be  
sat i s f ied to have been thus accessory to their  ruin,  and  
now make no effor t by rel ig ious instruction to stop the  
s p re ad ing  con t ag ion?  Wha t  c r ue l t y !  Wha t  ba rba r i t y !  
I f  nothing else wil l  move you to a consideration of this  
subject ,  permit me now to direct your view forward to  
that time when the guilt and punishment of such neglect  
wil l  be fel t  in al l  their tremendous weight.  The solemn  
per iod is rapidly approaching when you must meet those  
very children at the bar of a justly offended God, whose  
souls  for m no object  of  your present regard.  I t  wi l l  be  
a  d re ad fu l  i n t e r v i ew.  No  l anguage  c an  de s c r i b e,  no  
imagination can conceive the hor rors of that scene when  
they, dreadful idea, shall be your most violent and bitter  
a c cu s e r s .  I n  add i t i on  to  a l l  t he  we igh t  and  to r men t  
o f  your  own cur se,  wha t  exqu i s i t e  angu i sh  wi l l  your  
h e a r t s  f e e l  when  s u ch  l a n gu a g e  a s  t h i s  i s s u e s  f rom  
the l ips  of  your now loving and be loved chi ld .  ‘There 
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s t and the  gui l ty  be ings  whom I  once honoured a s  my  
parents ,  but  whom I now execrate as  the murderer s  of  
my  immor t a l  s ou l !  C r ue l  mon s t e r s !  I s  t h i s  t h e  end  
of  your parenta l  a f fect ion? See to what miser y of  your  
own of f spr ing ye  have been ins t r umenta l .  What  ava i l s  
i t  now  t h a t  ye  p rov i d ed  f o r  me  a  f o r t une ?  R i che s ,  
honour s ,  p lea sure s ,  a re  now for  ever  gone.  Why kept  
ye  m e  i n  f a t a l  i g n o r a n c e  o f  r e l i g i o n ?  W hy  d i d  ye  
choose for me only such companions as would be fellow- 
worker s  with you in the dreadful  bus iness  of  my ruin?  
When  d id  you  eve r  admon i sh  me  to  s e ek  the  Lo rd ?  
Had  you  a t t ended  to  my  sou l ,  a s  you  ough t  to  have  
done, instead of training me up in the way of ignorance,  
p r i de,  and  wickedne s s ,  I  m igh t  have  now been  wi th  
yonder  happy  throng ,  and  not  thus  b randed  wi th  the  
in f amy and hor ror  o f  the  d iv ine  cur se.  S ince  ye  have  
dragged me into the vor tex of  perdi t ion,  ye have only  
brought  me to be your  e ter na l  tor mentor ;  for  whi le  I  
f ee l  any  sense  o f  the  happines s  which I  have  for  ever  
lost, or of the misery to which I am for ever condemned,  
I  sha l l  never cease to execrate the names of  those who  
h a d  s o  l a r g e  a  s h a r e  i n  my  d a m n a t i o n .’ Avo i d  t h i s  
d re ad fu l  s c ene.  E s c ape,  I  b e s e e ch  you ,  t h i s  t e r r i b l e  
accusa t ion.  But  ah!  what  can I  expect  f rom you,  wi th  
re spect  to  the soul s  o f  your  chi ldren,  whi le  your  own  
a r e  n e g l e c t e d ,  a b a n d o n e d ,  a n d  d e s p i s e d !  H e re  t h e  
mischie f  beg ins .  You see  no danger  in  your  own con- 
dition as a sinner, and are not likely to see any in their s.  
You fee l  no joy,  you perce ive no beauty,  you es t imate  
no wor th in re l ig ion,  and how can we expect  that  you  
shou ld  recommend i t  to  them.  Ignoran t ,  you  cannot  
teach;  bl ind,  you cannot  guide;  dead,  you cannot  ani- 
mate.  In your own pur sui t s  the sa lvat ion of  the soul  i s
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the last object of desire and exer tion, and it i s  not pro- 
bable that you will make it the f ir st in your attention to  
t h em .  Beg i n ,  t h en ,  I  e n t r e a t  you ,  t h i s  i n t e re s t i n g ,  
th i s  impor t an t ,  th i s  nece s s a r y  duty,  by  f l ee ing  to  the  
Saviour for that mercy which you have hitherto despised.  
‘Be l i eve  in  the  Lord  Je su s  Chr i s t ,  and  thou  sha l t  be  
s aved and thy house.’ Do not ,  I  beseech you,  by  neg- 
lect ing re l ig ion, as  with the same f ata l  dagger,  commit  
su ic ide on your own soul ,  and murder  on the soul s  of  
you r  ch i l d ren .  Bu t  r a the r  l i ke  Noah ,  en t e r  i n to  the  
ark provided against  the deluge of divine wrath, taking  
with you your sons and your daughters.

2 .  Ch r i s t i an  p a ren t s !  ye  who s e  g re a t e s t  f e l i c i t y  i n  
the possession of children is der ived from devoting them  
t o  God ,  a nd  t r a i n i n g  t h em  up  f o r  h im ,  I  e a r n e s t l y  
a dmon i s h  you  t o  go  f o rwa rd  i n  t h i s  g ood  wo rk .  A  
var ie ty  o f  mot ive s  might  be  adduced to  urge  on your  
per sever ing and vig i lant exer tions; but I wil l  now name  
on ly  one,  and tha t  sha l l  be,  the  Prospec t  and Conse- 
quenc e s  o f  Su c c e s s .  Wha t  i f  God  s hou l d  h e a r  you r  
p r a ye r !  W h a t  i f  I s h m a e l  s h o u l d  l i v e  b e f o r e  h i m !  
What if you should soon encircle in the arms of affection  
chi ldren doubly your s ,  your s by the t ies  of  nature,  and  
a l s o  by  t h e  bond s  o f  r e l i g i on !  O  w i t h  wha t  s a c re d  
raptures  o f  de l ight  wi l l  you mark the dawn of  rea son,  
fo l lowed by  the  day  o f  g r ace !  O to  see  the  cha rac te r  
of  the man g radual ly  for ming under the inf luence and  
gu idance  o f  t r ue  p i e t y !  Wha t  new p l e a su re  w i l l  you  
de r ive  f rom a l l  your  in te rcour se  wi th  your  ch i ld ren ,  
when you rea l i s e  in  them your  f e l low so ld ie r s  in  the  
Chr istian combat, your fellow labourers in the Chr istian  
employ, your fel low travel ler s in the Chr ist ian pi lg r im- 
age, and your fel low heir s to the Chr ist ian inher itance. 
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Now you feel  considerable joy in leading them in your  
hand to the house  of  God,  and hear ing them jo in the  
sacred melody of  the service,  with l i sp ing and perhaps  
unmeaning  pra i se s ;  but  what  i s  th i s  to  the  joy  which  
you will exper ience when you hear them exclaiming from  
choice,  ‘ I  was  g l ad  when they sa id  unto me le t  u s  go  
up  i n to  t he  hou s e  o f  t he  Lo rd ? ’ Wha t  new p l e a su re  
and  in te re s t  w i l l  you  f ind  in  our  soc i a l  mee t ing s  fo r  
p r aye r,  when  your  own son s  a re  the  l e ade r s  o f  you r  
devo t ion ,  and  you r  advoca t e s  w i th  God !  Wi th  wha t  
fresh relish wil l  you par take of the sacred Supper, when  
the very next guests at the table are your own children!  
With what  p leas ing emotions  wi l l  you bow before the  
f ami ly  a l t a r,  when  you  s eem to  hea r  the  s ince re  and  
fervent Amen responding to your petitions from the lips  
of  your wor shipping off spr ing! What del ight wil l  thr i l l  
through your soul ,  when in your  own c lose t  you hear  
the soft murmurs of their secret devotions, sounding like  
t h e  swe e t  i n t e r c o u r s e  o f  G o d  a n d  m a n !  A n d  w h e n  
m a ny  a  h e a r t b ro ke n  p a r e n t  s e e s  h i s  p ro f l i g a t e  s o n  
i s su ing  for th  to  the  midnight  reve l ,  o r  ree l ing ,  home  
with the vacant stare of the drunkard, and the lascivious  
appearance of the debauchee, you will see yours retir ing  
to commune with God, or descending from the mount,  
with his f ace shining with the glory of Jehovah. Should  
prosper i ty be your lot ,  and a kind Providence bles s  a l l  
your exer t ions ,  with what pleasure wi l l  you lay up the  
ove r p l u s  we a l t h ,  a f t e r  r e l i g i o n  a n d  h u m a n i t y  h ave  
received their proportion, recollecting that it is for those  
who wi l l  not  squander  i t  away in the p leasures  of  s in ,  
but who will use it in par t for the support of the Gospel  
and the a l leviat ion of  human sor row. Or should adver- 
sity be your inher itance, how soothing to all your g r iefs 
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wil l  i t  be to hail  to the sor rowful abode your own chil- 
d ren  wi th  the  l anguage  o f  Sc r ip tu re,  ‘How beau t i fu l  
are the feet of him that br ingeth good tidings, that pub- 
l i sheth peace,  that  br ingeth good t idings of  good, that  
publ i sheth sa lvat ion,  that  sa i th thy God re igneth’ ,  and  
t hu s  re ce ive  the  con so l a t i on s  o f  t he  Gospe l  a t  t he i r  
h a n d s .  S h o u l d  G o d  c a l l  yo u  t o  we e p  a ro u n d  t h e i r  
d y i ng  b ed s ,  a nd  c l o s e  t h e i r  eye s  i n  d e a th ,  you  w i l l  
assuage the anguish of separation, by recollecting that a  
few more rolling years will unite you with them, to par t  
no  more.  Or  pe rhap s  you  may  be  c a l l ed  to  t ake  the  
precedence  in  dea th  and g lor y ;  then I  see  you s t r ug- 
gling amidst the agonies of dissolution, yet cheered and  
suppor ted, not only with the near approach of al l  those  
br illiant prospects which faith holds up to your view, but  
a l so  w i th  the  swee t  a s su r ance  tha t  your  ch i l d ren  a re  
f o l l owing  on  in  the  s ame  road  to  end l e s s  re s t .  I  s e e  
you in your last encounter, as you fall beneath the stroke  
of death, smil ing, through joy, that your sons are nobly  
f ight ing in the same f ie ld  and under  the same banner.  
The progress of time soon sends your children after you.  
One a f te r  another  you welcome them to  the  ce le s t i a l  
c i ty,  and conduct them into the presence of  the Lamb;  
t i l l  a t  length,  the happy number a l l  a r r ived,  I  see  you  
pre sent ing  the  dear  ob jec t s  o f  pa renta l  a f f ec t ion ,  and  
the sweet  reward of  parenta l  duty,  before the presence  
o f  h i s  g lor y,  wi th  th i s  g ra te fu l  and ador ing  l anguage,  
‘Beho ld  me  and  the  ch i l d ren  wh ich  thou  ha s t  g iven  
me.’ O what  imag ina t ion,  in  i t s  mos t  v igorous  sa l l i e s ,  
ever yet could form any tolerable conception of the bliss  
which at tends  the meet ing of  a  f ami ly in heaven!  Like  
sh ipwrecked  mar ine r s  who have  su r v ived  the  fu r y  o f  
the storm, assembling on the shore of safety, with what 
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mutual and del ightful sa lutat ions wil l  they congratulate  
each other!  There they shal l  meet beyond the power or  
t h e  f e a r  o f  s e p a r a t i on ;  t h e re  t h ey  s h a l l  renew  the i r  
wonted communion, without any of those imperfections  
wh i ch  d i s tu rbed  i t  upon  e a r th ;  t he re  they  sh a l l  f e e l  
the i r  mutua l  a t t achment  drawing them c lo ser  to  each  
other,  as  they draw nearer to the centra l  point of  their  
a f fect ion;  there they shal l  adore and tr iumph together,  
with the innumerable company that encircle the throne  
f o r  eve r ;  a n d  t h e r e ,  a s  u n i t e d  f i r e s  b r i g h t e n  e a c h  
other’s  blaze,  and as  many concordant sounds make the  
f ine r,  ha r mony,  so  the i r  un ion in  bl i s s  wi l l  make  the  
h e aven  o f  e a ch  t h e  more  d e l i gh t f u l .  ‘ I t  w i l l  b e  j oy  
which no eye hath seen,  no ear  heard,  and which hath  
n eve r  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  h e a r t  o f  m a n  t o  c o n c e i ve .’  
Amen.



	�

	 51

CHRISTIAN ACTIVITY

A SERMON

PREACHED IN QUEEN STREET MEETING HOUSE, 
WOLVERHAMPTON, 

AT THE FORMATION OF THE STAFFORDSHIRE 
ASSOCIATION OF  

INDEPENDENT MINISTERS AND CHURCHES, 

27 DECEMBER 1814

I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the 
night cometh when no man can work.
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1 Corinthians 15:58

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye s teadfast,  unmove- 
a b l e ,  a l w ay s  a b o u n d i n g  i n  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  L o r d ,  
f o r a s m u c h  a s  y e  k n o w  t h a t  y o u r  l a b o u r  i s  n o t  i n  
vain in the Lord.

The  chap t e r  wh i ch  c l o s e s  w i th  t he  exho r t a t i on  i n  
the text ,  i s  one of  the subl imest  pieces of  composi t ion  
eve r  w r i t t e n  by  a n  i n s p i r e d  o r  u n i n s p i r e d  p e n .  I t  
th rows  a  b l a ze  o f  r ad i ance  upon  the  da rkne s s  o f  the  
tomb, and predict s  the ut ter  demol i t ion of  hi s  throne,  
who, in language of gloomy majesty, is denominated the  
king of ter ror s.  The apost le,  l ike a wise master-builder,  
has  founded the duty of  Chr i s t i an zea l  upon the doc- 
tr ine of the resur rection. The belief of this g reat event,  
c onnec t ed  a s  i t  i s  w i t h  a  s t a t e  o f  e t e r n a l  e x i s t en c e  
beyond the  g rave,  i s  the  source  o f  a l l  tho se  s l eep le s s  
energ ies which move in the soul of the Chr istian philan- 
thropi s t .  His  ac t iv i ty  i s  the resu l t  o f  that  f a i th ‘which  
i s  the substance of  things hoped for,  the convict ion of  
t h i n g s  n o t  s e e n .’ ‘ I  b e l i eve d ,  a n d  t h e re f o re  h ave  I  
spoken’,  i s  his  reply to every one who enquires for the  
mot ive  o f  h i s  a c t ion s .  A  lu rk ing  doub t  o f  th i s  t r u th  
i s  the  pa r a ly s i s  o f  zea l .  How can  he  be  pe r suaded  to  
seek either his  own salvat ion or the spir i tual  benef i t  of  
other s ,  who fear s  that the s treams of his  piety and pity 
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are rol l ing forward l ike the water s  of  the Jordan, to be  
l o s t  i n  the  s e a  o f  dea th ?  In  p ropor t ion  a s  we  f i r m ly  
be l i eve  and  s t e ad i l y  con t emp l a t e  t he  g r and  and  im- 
press ive scenes descr ibed in this  remarkable chapter,  a l l  
the spr ings of  Chr i s t ian act ivi ty wi l l  be set  in motion.  
Lukewarmness ,  wherever i t  prevai l s ,  must be attr ibuted  
to the want or the weakness of faith.

The  apos t l e  hav ing  b rought  be fo re  the  imag ina t ion  
o f  the  Cor in th i an s  the  awfu l  s cener y  o f  the  l a s t  day ;  
having sounded in their ear s the blast of the archangel’s  
trump, and presented to their eyes the countless millions  
o f  the dead bur s t ing into l i fe,  de l iver s ,  under  the im- 
pression of these events, the exhortation in the text.

In  the  con s i de r a t i on  o f  wh i ch ,  I  w i l l  f i r s t  exp l a in  
the nature of  the duty here s tated.  We are commanded  
to do ‘the work of the Lord.’

Whatever  the Word of  God has  enjoined,  whether  i t  
be a duty more immediately relat ing to our selves,  or to  
o the r s ,  m igh t ,  i n  a  gene r a l  s en s e,  be  con s ide red  the  
work of the Lord, as being the service we owe to Chr ist,  
o u r  d i v i n e  M a s t e r .  S t i l l ,  I  a p p r e h e n d  t h a t  a  m o re  
d e f i n i t e  mean ing  a t t a che s  t o  t h e  p re s en t  u s e  o f  t h e  
exp re s s ion .  Here  i t  re f e r s  to  Chr i s t i an  ze a l .  I t  i s  an  
exhor tat ion to act iv i ty in the cause of  Chr i s t  a t  l a rge,  
an injunct ion requir ing us  to advance the g lor y of  the  
Redeemer,  by promoting the spread and the inf luence  
of his  gospel in the ear th. In the very next chapter the  
phra se  i s  undoubted ly  employed  to  expre s s  th i s  idea :  
‘Now if  Timotheus come unto you, see that he may be  
with you without fear,  for he worketh the work of the  
Lord a s  I  a l so  do.’ Le t  no one,  however,  imag ine  tha t  
he  c an  do  any th ing  a ccep t ab l e  un to  the  Lord  in  the  
way  o f  zea l ,  excep t  h i s  zea l  be  the  o f f sp r ing  o f  t r ue 
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f a i t h .  Our  f i r s t  du ty  i s  ou r  own  s a l va t i on .  We  mus t  
f i r s t  ‘ g ive  ou r  own  s e l ve s  t o  t h e  Lo rd .’ To  a t t emp t  
to do his work till we are reconciled to God by the blood  
of his  Cross ,  i s  but to thrust our selves amongst his  ser- 
vant s  whi le  we a re  ye t  h i s  enemie s .  The exer t ions  o f  
an unconver ted man in the cause of Chr ist ,  with what- 
eve r  bene f i t  they  may  be  a t t ended  to  o ther s—for  we  
deny not  tha t  in  some ins t ances  God employs  the  in- 
strumentality of the wicked—will to himself be prof itless  
and vain. There i s  just  g round of apprehension, that in  
an  a ge  h app i l y  ch a r a c t e r i s ed  by  an  en l i gh t ened  and  
vigorous act ivi ty,  not a few wil l  be found gui l ty of the  
ruinous inconsistency of contr ibuting to send the gospel  
to  o ther s ,  whi l e  the i r  own hea r t s  a re  s t r anger s  to  i t s  
i n f luence ;  and  thu s  re s emble  the  workmen o f  Noah ,  
who helped to bui ld an ark for other s ,  but per i shed in  
the f lood themselves .  No l ibera l i ty,  however di f fus ive,  
no  zea l ,  however  a rden t ,  c an  be  a  sub s t i tu te  fo r  ‘ re - 
pentance  towards  God,  f a i th  in  Je sus  Chr i s t ,  and tha t  
ho l ine s s ,  w i thou t  wh ich  no  man  sha l l  s e e  the  Lord .’  
Should we ultimately per ish for want of these g reat and  
neces sa r y  prerequi s i te s  for  heaven,  wi l l  i t  a s suage  the  
agony of  the  dea th le s s  wor m,  or  a l l ay  the  fur y  o f  the  
qu ench l e s s  f i r e ,  o r  r e nde r  t h e  bo t t om l e s s  p i t  mo re  
to lerable,  to remember that  we had been the means of  
p l uck ing  o the r s  f rom the  p l a c e  o f  t o r men t ?  Oh  no !  
even  in  the  p re sence  o f  Sa t an  we  sha l l  b lu sh  fo r  the  
hypocr i sy,  and cur se  the  fo l ly  o f  choos ing  heaven for  
other s ,  and he l l  for  our se lves .  A per sona l  and exper i- 
mental acquaintance with the gospel must be the star ting  
po i n t  i n  t h e  c a re e r  o f  r e l i g i ou s  b enevo l en c e.  Thu s  
qua l i f ied le t  us  do the work of  the Lord.  In a s s igning  
a few reasons why this  employment i s  so denominated, 
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I  s h a l l  b e  a d va n c i n g ,  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  t h e  m o s t  
power fu l  mot ive s  tha t  c an  induce  a  rea l  Chr i s t i an  to  
engage in it.

1 .  I t  i s  wo rk  i n  wh i ch  t h e  Lo rd  h im s e l f  wa s  em- 
p loyed .  In  a t t empt ing  to  ex tend  the  empi re  o f  t r u th  
and holiness in the world, and to build up the kingdom  
of Chr ist with souls redeemed from the guilt of sin, and  
disenthralled from the bondage of cor ruption, we imitate  
the g reates t  and the bes t  of  the human race.  We enter  
the  s ac red  enc lo su re  where  pa t r i a rch s ,  p rophe t s ,  and  
apostles have been our predecessors; and where the most  
i l lu s t r iou s  ind iv idua l s  tha t  fu ture  age s  sha l l  p roduce,  
wil l  be our successor s .  Low and g rovel l ing indeed must  
be the hear t that feels no ambition to join this honour- 
ab l e  b and .  S t i l l  t h e re  i s  a  b r i gh t e r  g l o r y  re s t i ng  on  
th i s  cause  than can be  re f l ec ted  f rom the  har p  o f  the  
p ro p h e t ,  o r  t h e  c row n  o f  t h e  m o n a r c h ;  t h a n  t h e  
pa t r i a rch or  the  apos t le  can pos s ibly  impar t .  I t  i s  the  
wo r k  o f  t h e  L o rd .  H e  c a m e  f ro m  h e ave n  ‘ t o  s e e k  
and  t o  s ave  t h a t  wh i ch  wa s  l o s t .’ Once  h i s  l i p s  d e - 
clared, and always his conduct,  ‘ the zeal  of thine house  
h a th  e a t en  me  up.’ Th i s  wa s  t he  work  on  wh i ch  h i s  
hear t  was  se t  when i t  bea t  in  the  babe o f  Beth lehem,  
a nd  when  i t  b l e d  on  t h e  t h r u s t  o f  t h e  s p e a r ;  when  
he  f l ew  f rom the  t h rone  and  a s c ended  to  t he  c ro s s .  
Whether  he endured the noi se  and f a t igue of  the c i ty,  
o r  sough t  the  re t i remen t  o f  t he  v i l l a ge ;  whe the r  he  
wept  or  prayed ;  whether  he  agoni sed  in  Gethsemane,  
or expired on Calvar y;  one object  s tood present to his  
mind,  one concer n occupied hi s  hear t ,  one work em- 
p l oyed  h i s  h and .  He re,  d i s c i p l e  o f  Emmanue l ,  h e re  
behold  thy model ,  and thy mot ive  in  the  work of  the  
Lord ;  and  he re  beho ld  thy  honour  too.  How doe s  i t 
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stimulate the f aithful servant to see his master labour ing  
by  h i s  s i d e ;  and  wha t  s e r van t  i s  h e  who  c an  devo t e  
himself to personal ease, or guilty idleness, while his lord  
i s  to i l ing  in  the  f i e ld?  I t  i s  our  honour,  and i t  ought  
to prove our excitement, that when engaged in the work  
o f  en l ightening the wor ld ,  we are,  in  a  humble  sense,  
the sa te l l i tes  of  the Sun of  Righteousness ,  for ming,  in  
par t ,  the t ra in of  h i s  g lor y,  and act ing,  in  measure,  a s  
the instruments of his beneficence.

2 .  I t  i s  wo r k  w h i c h  t h e  L o r d  h a s  c o m m a n d e d .  
Bes ides  the pur su i t  o f  our  own per sona l  sa lva t ion,  we  
are enjoined, by the author ity of our divine Master,  to  
seek the advancement of  his  cause by every means that  
p r udence  can  sugge s t ,  o r  d i l i gence  app ly.  Thi s  i s  in- 
c luded in the g reat  precept ,  ‘To love our neighbour as  
our se lves .’ Thi s  i s  en jo ined by the  mos t  so lemn of  a l l  
methods  of  in junct ion in the for m of  prayer ;  and i t  i s  
somewhat  remarkable  that  the f i r s t  pet i t ion of  what  i s  
d enomina t ed  the  Lo rd ’s  P r aye r,  re l a t e s  t o  th i s  du ty :  
‘ T hy  k i n g d o m  c o m e.’ T h e  a p o s t l e  i n f o r m s  u s  t h a t  
this was the very purpose of our being brought to a par- 
t i c ipa t ion in  the  benef i t s  o f  redempt ion.  ‘Chr i s t  d ied  
for a l l ,  that  they which l ive should not hencefor th l ive  
unto themselves,  but unto him who died for them, and  
ro s e  a g a in .’ And  i n  t he  s p i r i t  o f  t h i s  p a s s a ge  he  h a s  
commanded u s ,  in  another  p l ace,  ‘Not  to  look ever y  
man  on  h i s  own  t h i ng s ,  bu t  eve r y  man  a l s o  on  t h e  
t h i n g s  o f  o t h e r s .’ F rom  henc e  i t  i s  ev i d en t  t h a t  h e  
who does nothing for the cause of Chr ist at large, how- 
ever  s incere ly or  however ardent ly  he may be engaged  
in  the  pur su i t  o f  h i s  own sa lva t ion,  per for ms but  ha l f  
the service which he owes to his  heavenly Master.  The  
church was never des igned by i t s  Founder to be a  spi-
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r i tual monastery, where its  member s,  seeluded from the  
world,  should dwel l  amidst  the hopes and pr ivi leges of  
the Gospel ,  in sel f i sh and indolent repose. I t  i s ,  on the  
cont ra r y,  repre sented a s  ‘ a  c i ty,  whose  ga te s  a re  open  
continually’, and within which all is activity, and union,  
a nd  c omme rc e .  I  h ave  ye t  t o  b e  i n f o r me d  i n  wh a t  
ver s ion of  the New Testament that  Chr i s t ian can have  
learnt his duty, who imag ines he owes nothing to Chr ist  
in respect of those places which are yet desti tute of the  
light of truth.

3.  I t  i s  denomina ted  the  work  o f  the  Lord ,  because  
h e  w i l l  b e  g l o r i f i e d  i n  i t s  re s u l t s .  One  o f  t h e  mo s t  
subl ime and interes t ing views we can take of  the work  
of redemption, is to conceive of it, as prepar ing a crown  
o f  e t e r n a l  g l o r y  f o r  t h e  h e ad  o f  Emmanue l .  When ,  
therefore, we propagate his Gospel in the world, and are  
success ful  in conver t ing s inner s  f rom the er ror of  their  
way s ,  we  co l l e c t  h i s  t r i bu t e,  and  g a the r  h i s  rewa rd .  
We a re  the  honoured  in s t r ument s  o f  mu l t ip ly ing  the  
jewels  which are to compose hi s  rega l ia ,  and the gems  
which are  to spark le  for  ever  in  hi s  d iadem of  beauty.  
Can  we be  in sen s ib l e  to  the  fo rce  and  pa thos  o f  th i s  
motive? Have we no desire,  or can we be sat i s f ied with  
a  f a int  one,  to extend hi s  f ame,  to mult ip ly the hear t s  
that shal l  love him, and the tongues that shal l  speak his  
praise; can we indeed know the loveliness of him who is  
altogether lovely; can we love him as we ought, and yet  
fee l  no concer n that  other s  should know and love him  
too?  Our succes s  i s  h i s  honour ;  h i s  honour  should be  
our reward.

4 .  I t  i s  the  work  o f  the  Lord ,  becau se  he  on ly  c an  
g ive  succe s s  to  our  exe r t ion s .  ‘ I t  i s  no t  by  migh t  o r  
by  power,  bu t  by  h i s  Sp i r i t ’ ,  t h a t  t he  conve r s i on  o f 
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s inner s  can  in  any  ca se  be  e f f ec ted .  The  v iv id  reco l - 
lection of this impor tant truth is peculiarly necessary in  
the present  age,  when amids t  the number,  the magni- 
tude,  the adapta t ion,  the combinat ion of  ins t r uments ,  
we are so much in danger of losing sight of the almighty  
Agent .  Ins t i tu t ions  have ar i sen for  the  propagat ion of  
the truth as i t  i s  in Jesus, which, while they astonish us  
by their g randeur, excite the most l ively expectations as  
t o  t h e i r  re su l t s .  L e t  u s  b ewa re  o f  b e ing  s educed  by  
their  impos ing appearance f rom that  unl imited depen- 
dence upon divine grace for success, which is as necessary  
amidst the g reatest plenitude of means as in the g reatest  
sca rc i ty.  The work i s  the  Lord ’s :  th i s  i t  i s  no le s s  our  
encouragement than our duty to remember.  This i s  the  
cons idera t ion which leve l s  the mounta ins  and f i l l s  the  
val leys, with which our fear s and our s loth would ar rest  
our  ca ree r.  Thi s  i s  the  cons idera t ion  wi th  which  our  
zeal should answer every objection, smile at every diff i- 
c u l t y,  a nd  re j o i c e  l i ke  a  s t rong  man  t o  r un  a  r a c e .  
Every society formed to disseminate divine truth should  
be regarded as a fresh cal l  to ear nest  prayer,  and fe l t  as  
a  new exci tement  to  l ive ly  hope.  Ever y mot ive,  ever y  
obl igat ion,  ever y hope i s  concentra ted in thi s  one ex- 
pression, ‘The work of the Lord.’

I  sha l l ,  secondly,  cons ider  the  manner  in  which th i s  
duty  shou ld  be  per for med.  ‘Be  ye  s tead f a s t ,  immove- 
able, always abounding in the work of the Lord.’

I t  i s  not  improbable  that  the two for mer expres s ions  
relate to our own per sonal rel ig ion; and contain an ex- 
hortation to immoveable steadfastness in the hope of the  
Gospel .  This  i s  a  duty ver y f requent ly enjoined in the  
Word  o f  God .  Then ,  s a id  our  d iv ine  Redeemer,  ‘ a re  
ye  my  d i s c i p l e s  i ndeed ,  i f  ye  con t inue  i n  my  word .’ 
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The meteor s  that  wander through the upper reg ions of  
the a tmosphere,  and to which vulgar  l anguage has  ap- 
propr ia ted the name of  f a l l ing s tar s ,  have their  resem- 
blances in the f irmament of the Chr ist ian church; there  
a l so are f a l l ing s tar s ;  or  to e levate the metaphor,  there  
i s  the  comet ,  t r ans ient  a s  i t  i s  br i l l i ant ;  but  ‘ the  pa th  
o f  the  jus t  i s  a s  the  sh in ing l ight  which sh ineth more  
a nd  more  un to  t h e  p e r f e c t  d ay.’ No  p ro f e s s i on  t h a t  
wants continuance, with whatever splendid qualit ies for  
awhile it may be character ised, wil l  issue in eternal l i fe.  
The s ight of  an aged disc iple,  who through a long and  
var ied l i fe  has  t r iumphed over  a l l  the as saul t s  of  ear th  
and  he l l ,  i s  indeed  a  mos t  g r a t i f y ing  spec t ac l e.  Than  
his hoary hair s, a br ighter crown of honour is not worn  
beneath the skies .  His sun, before the eyes of admir ing  
Chr ist ians,  sets  with mild and beauteous radiance upon  
the hemisphere of grace, while angels flock to the br ight- 
ness of its r ising upon the hemisphere of glory.

We  sh a l l  now con s i d e r  t he s e  exp re s s i on s  i n  app l i - 
cation to the work of the Lord; and I shal l  observe that  
our zeal should be character ised:

1 .  B y  a b u n d a n c e .  ‘ B e  a l w a y s  a b o u n d i n g .’  I t  
may be ver y jus t ly sa id of  many sc iol i s t s  that  they hal f  
know everything, and of some Chr ist ians, that they half  
do everything. This is, in direct opposition to the Scr ip- 
ture, which requires us to do everything in the service of  
God  wi th  a l l  ou r  hea r t ,  and  sou l ,  and  s t reng th .  Our  
fruit  should not only be excel lent in qual i ty,  but plen- 
t eou s  i n  quan t i t y.  We  a re  commanded  to  abound  in  
hope;  to  be f i l l ed with a l l  the f r u i t s  o f  r ighteousnes s ;  
to be zealous of good works; and in the text to abound,  
‘to abound always in the work of the Lord.’

This  express ion implies ,  that  our exer t ions should be 
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propor t ioned to our abi l i ty.  The parable of  the ta lents  
i s  exceedingly instructive; and this amongst many other  
ideas  seems to be i t s  leading truth,  that  we are to be a  
b l e s s i ng  j u s t  i n  p ropor t ion  a s  we  a re  b l e s s ed .  ‘Un to  
whom much  i s  g iven ,  f rom them much  i s  requ i red .’  
P ropor t ion  i s  the  g rea t  r u l e  o f  man ’s  a ccountab i l i t y.  
The sin of the unprof itable servant did not consist in his  
hav ing but  one ta lent ,  but  in  h i s  neg lec t ing tha t  one;  
and the commendat ion of  the other s  res ted not s imply  
on the ground of their improvement, but on that of pro- 
por t ionate improvement.  This  i s  a  sent iment deserving  
the attention of the aff luent. If  they expect the plaudits  
o f  the  g rea t  Judge,  they must  not  only  be l ibera l ,  but  
l i b e r a l  i n  p ro p o r t i o n  t o  t h e i r  m e a n s .  F i ve  t a l e n t s  
gained by ten wil l  scarcely l i f t  us above the rank of un- 
prof i t able  ser vant s .  I  am apprehens ive  tha t  the  opera- 
t i on  o f  t h i s  s en t imen t  i s  ye t  bu t  ve r y  f e eb l e  i n  t h e  
Chr is t ian world.  I t  i s  forgotten by many that  l ibera l i ty  
i s  a  compara t ive  te r m,  which der ive s  i t s  meaning not  
s imp ly  f rom wha t  we  g ive,  bu t  g iv ing  in  amp le  p ro- 
por t ion to  our  c i rcumstances .  That  would  be  muni f i - 
cence in one man which would be parsimony in another.  
Never  was  there  an ins tance o f  g rea ter  l ibera l i ty  than  
tha t  which our  Sav iour  wi tne s sed  and commended in  
the  poor  widow,  who,  though she  ca s t  but  two mi te s  
i n to  t he  t re a su r y,  g ave  a l l  s h e  h ad  to  g ive.  ‘And  he  
ca l led hi s  d i sc ip les ,  and sa i th unto them. “Ver i ly  I  say  
unto you, that  this  poor widow hath cast  more in than  
a l l  they which have cas t  into the t reasur y:  for  a l l  they  
did cast  in of their  abundance; but she of her want did  
c a s t  i n  a l l  s he  had ,  even  a l l  he r  l iv ing .”’ Two in f e r - 
ence s  may  be  deduced  f rom th i s  i n t e re s t ing  pa s s age.  
F i r s t ,  t h a t  the  o f f e r ing s  o f  the  poor  to  the  c au s e  o f 
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C h r i s t  a r e  e x c e e d i n g l y  we l c o m e  i n  h i s  s i g h t .  I t  i s  
encourag ing for those who have only pence or far things,  
l ike this poor widow, to bestow, to be assured that even  
these, i f  contr ibuted without g rudg ing, shal l  neither be  
unnot iced nor  unrewarded by the  Lord of  heaven and  
e a r t h .  L e t  t h e  p o o r  c o m e  f o r wa rd  a n d  c l a i m  t h e i r  
s ta t ion in the host s  of  the Lord,  and their  share in the  
tr iumphs of  his  cause.  The honour of  doing something  
for  the g lor y  of  God and the bes t  in tere s t s  o f  man,  i s  
brought down to the level of their circumstances, and is  
f reely offered to their acceptance. I f  every poor per son  
in the United Kingdoms were to g ive a penny a week to  
the cause of Chr ist, the poor alone could support all the  
Bible and Miss ionary Societ ies  in exis tence twice over.  
A second inference to be deduced from the nar rative of  
the widow’s liberality is, that the r ich, to be accepted in  
their  g i f t s ,  must  g ive not only of  their  abundance,  but  
according to it.

I f  we  wou ld  a lway s  abound  in  th i s  work ,  we  mus t  
eager ly embrace ever y f avourable oppor tunity for  per- 
forming it .  The advice g iven by a pagan philosopher to  
h i s  fo l lower s ,  should be regarded by the di sc ip le s  o f  a  
much higher  Mas ter,  ‘Be mindfu l  o f  oppor tuni t ie s .’ I f  
we approximate at al l  to the spir it  of the text, we shal l ,  
a t  lea s t  so f ar  a s  our  abi l i ty  extends ,  ha i l  wi th de l ight  
eve r y  f re sh  ob jec t  tha t  p re sen t s  i t s e l f  to  the  eye  and  
solicits the hand of Christian mercy.

We  mu s t  a l s o  s e ek  ou t  f o r  oppo r tun i t i e s  o f  do ing  
g o o d .  We  m u s t  i m i t a t e  t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  o u r  g r e a t  
M a s t e r .  D i d  h e ,  i n  h i s  m e r c i f u l  c i r c u i t  o f  J u d e a ,  
remain in  one c i ty,  and re fuse  to  proceed,  t i l l  he  had  
received an impor tunate deputation from the next? Did  
he  a lway s  wa i t  t i l l  m i s e r y  wa s  p ro s t r a t e  a t  h i s  f e e t ? 
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and,  to go s t i l l  h igher,  d id he re fuse  to under take the  
cause of man’s redemption, t i l l  the combined entreaties  
o f  t h e  h u m a n  r a c e  e n t e r e d  i n t o  h i s  e a r s ?  N o.  H e  
c a m e  t o  s e e k  t h a t  w h i c h  wa s  l o s t .  ‘ H e  eve r  we n t  
abou t  do ing  good .’ He  fo l lowed  mi se r y  in to  i t s  da rk  
and deep retreats .  The objects  of rel ig ious benevolence  
resemble the s i tuat ion of men under the power of apo- 
plexy or insanity, who are unconscious of their malady,  
and dependent  for  re l ie f  on the unsol ic i ted bounty of  
spectators.

We mus t  e s teem i t  our  pr iv i l ege,  and not  our  hard- 
sh ip,  to  do  the  work  o f  the  Lord .  When the  g rea te s t  
mass of ear thly treasure that was ever col lected perhaps  
in one place since the creation of the world, spread with  
incalculable profusion before the eyes of David and the  
de s i gn  o f  i t s  be ing  b rought  toge the r  occur red  to  h i s  
thoughts ,  h i s  soul  bounded l ike a  roe upon hi s  moun- 
t a i n s .  A n d  w h a t  wa s  t h e  n a t u re  o f  h i s  j oy ?  Wa s  i t  
avar ice exulting at the sight of such boundless affluence?  
Was  i t  van i ty  f lu t te r ing  wi th  de l ight  over  the  sh in ing  
heaps with which it was to glitter in the eyes of envious  
mu l t i t u d e s ?  Wa s  i t  a m b i t i o n  r e j o i c i n g  i n  i t s  g i a n t  
s i n ew s  f o r  u n i ve r s a l  c o n q u e s t ?  N o.  R e a d  h i s  ow n  
l anguage,  a s  exp lana tor y  o f  h i s  own fee l ing s .  ‘Thine,  
O Lord, i s  the g reatness ,  and the power, and the glory,  
and the v ic tor y,  and the majes ty ;  for  a l l  tha t  i s  in  the  
h e ave n  a n d  i n  t h e  e a r t h  i s  t h i n e ;  b o t h  r i c h e s  a n d  
honour come of thee, and thou reignest over al l ;  and in  
thy hand i t  i s  to make g reat ,  and to g ive s trength unto  
a l l .  Now therefore, our God, we thank thee, and praise  
t hy  g l o r i ou s  n ame.  Bu t  who  am  I ,  a nd  wha t  i s  my  
people, that we should be able to offer so willingly after  
th i s  so r t ?  A l l  th ing s  come o f  thee,  and  o f  th ine  own 
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have  we g iven thee,  for  we a re  s t r anger s  be fore  thee,  
and so jour ner s ,  a s  were a l l  our  f a ther s ;  our  days  upon  
ea r th  a re  a s  a  shadow.  O Lord our  God,  a l l  th i s  s tore  
that  we have prepared to bui ld thee an house for thine  
holy name, cometh of thine hand, and is al l  thine own.’  
Here  i s  the  fee l ing which should per vade our  brea s t s .  
In s tead  o f  th ink ing  i t  ha rd  to  be  so  f requent ly  ca l l ed  
upon to contr ibute towards building the spir itual house,  
we should feel  i t ,  as  David did when (according to the  
received text) he devoted hundreds of millions sterling to  
the mater ia l  temple,  one of  the g rea tes t  pr iv i leges  we  
c an  po s s i b l y  en j oy.  We  s hou l d  a c coun t  i t  ou r  ch i e f  
delight, whatever we possess,  to employ it for the glory  
o f  God ,  and  adore  wi th  g r a t i tude  the  conde scen s ion  
which deigns  to accept  the labour of  our hands .  What  
must  angel s  th ink of  our love and g rat i tude to Chr i s t ,  
when they witness the sul len reluctance with which we  
sometimes contr ibute a l i t t le of our t ime, our proper ty,  
o r  ou r  e a s e ,  t o  t h e  work  o f  t h e  Lo rd .  ‘He re,  Lo rd ,  
a m  I ,’ mu s t  t h ey  b e  r e a d y  t o  e x c l a i m ,  ‘ s e n d  m e.  I  
c o u r t  t h e  h o n o u r  w h i c h  t h ey  c o n s i d e r  a  h a rd s h i p.  
Ent r u s t  to  my hands  the  commis s ion  o f  which  the i r s  
a r e  s o  u n wo r t hy.’ S h a l l  we  p e t i t i o n  h e ave n  by  o u r  
lukewar mness ,  or  our covetousness ,  to remove from us  
the hardship of being the almoner s of i t s  bounty? Shal l  
we sue for relief against the work of the Lord as a heavy  
encumbrance?  The ser vant s  o f  the throne wi l l  be g lad  
enough to receive it. Let us rather cour t its continuance  
by increasing ardour. Let us always abound in the work of the  
Lord.

2.  Per severance should a l so character i se our exer t ion.  
We mus t  be  s t ead f a s t  and  immoveable.  These  expre s- 
sions seem to imply some opposition which will try our 
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constancy, and cal l  for our resistance, and against which  
I feel it necessary to fortify you.

Your  con s t ancy  wi l l  be  t r i ed  by  a  mi s apprehen s ion  
of your motives and designs. A Chr ist ian in the present  
wor ld  may be  compared  to  a  monarch  pa s s ing  among  
the bl ind, who, whatever might be the splendour of his  
d re s s ,  o r  t h e  d i gn i t y  o f  h i s  m i en ,  p e rc e ive  no t  t h e  
maje s ty  which i s  immedia te ly  be fore  them. The pr in- 
c ip le s  and the  pr iv i l eges  o f  rea l  re l ig ion a re  thus  un- 
known to the unenl ightened par t  o f  mankind.  And of  
these pr incip les  scarce ly one i s  more di f f icul t  of  com- 
prehension to such per sons than holy zea l .  Hence i t  i s  
l itt le matter of surpr ise that our most vigorous exer tions  
shou ld  be  t r aced  up  to  any  o ther  mot ive s  than  those  
f r o m  w h i c h  t h e y  f l ow.  We  a r e  n o t  h owe ve r ,  t o  
abandon our  p l an s  o f  u se fu lne s s ,  o r  even  to  remode l  
them,  a t  the  d ic t a te s  o f  tha t  ignorance  which  cannot  
comprehend them. Raphael would not have a l tered the  
master pieces of  his  penci l  to please a bl ind cr i t ic ;  nor  
Handel  h i s  Mess i ah a t  the  sugges t ion of  one who was  
ignorant of music.

Sometimes our s teadf as tness  wi l l  be t r ied by ing rat i- 
tude.  The world has not a lways known it s  best  f r iends,  
nor  shou ld  the  wor ld ’s  be s t  f r i ends ,  on  th i s  account ,  
become i t s  enemies .  I t  i s  more than probable  that  the  
Chr istian will often be hated and persecuted by the very  
o b j e c t s  o f  h i s  m e rc y.  I n  o u r  a t t e m p t s  t o  d o  g o o d ,  
many th ings  mus t  be  a s sumed concer n ing the  per sons  
we would benef it,  which will  offend their pr ide, and be  
l ike ly  there fore to provoke thei r  hos t i l i ty.  The miser y  
of  unconver ted s inner s  i s ,  however,  too g reat  to a l low  
our pity to be repulsed by an ungrateful reception. The  
surgeon will not abandon his patient, because the painful 
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process  which he f inds i t  necessar y to pur sue provokes  
at first the anger of the sufferer.

Le t  u s  no t  be  d i she a r t ened  by  de r i s i on .  The re  a re  
not want ing men, who, in def iance of  ever y dictate of  
re a son ,  reve l a t ion ,  and  human i ty,  t re a t  w i th  p ro f ane  
r id icu le  the  fe r vour  o f  re l ig ious  zea l .  Fana t i c i sm and  
en thus i a sm a re  the  l i gh te s t  ep i the t s  wi th  which  they  
load  the  cha r ac t e r  o f  the  man ,  who,  by  the  g lo r iou s  
gospel  of  the bles sed God would at tempt to rescue hi s  
f e l l ow - c re a t u re s  f ro m  t h e  f e t t e r s  o f  g u i l t ,  a n d  t h e  
bondage  o f  co r r up t ion .  I t  i s  a  shock ing ,  bu t  no t  an  
uncommon spectacle, to see men so awfully depraved as  
to make themselves mer ry with banter ing the effor ts  of  
m i s s i ona r y  a rdour.  I t  i s  e a s y  to  conce ive  how much  
spor t such per sons would have found in Pi late’s  hal l ,  in  
communion with his brutal soldiery, when the Redeemer  
o f  the  wor ld ,  c l ad  in  mocker y  o f  h i s  o f f i c e,  wa s  the  
ob j ec t  o f  the i r  l augh te r.  Wheneve r,  my  f r i end s ,  you  
are brought to decide which sha l l  in f luence your con- 
duct ,  the miser ies  of  mankind or the der i s ion of  a  few  
s cep t i c s ,  I  t r u s t  the re  wi l l  be  no  he s i t a t ion  a s  to  the  
course you will adopt.

Le t  u s  on ly  t ake  ca re  tha t  our  zea l  be  s c r ip tu r a l  in  
i t s  objects ,  pure in i t s  motives,  and prudent in i ts  mea- 
su re s ;  and  we  may  pur sue  our  exe r t ion s  d i s rega rd ing  
a l ike the censures of the ignorant and the sneer s of the  
p ro f a n e ;  a s  t h e  e a g l e  i n  h e r  f l i g h t  t owa rd s  t h e  s un  
tr iumphs over every cur rent,  and pierces through every  
cloud that would obstruct her progress, and pur sues her  
towering course amidst the beams of day.

Wan t  o f  succe s s  w i l l  s ome t ime s  t r y  you r  pe r s eve r - 
ance. Discouragement often creeps over the frame from  
this source with a cold and deadly influence, which it is 
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exceedingly  d i f f icu l t  to  res i s t .  In such cases  i t  wi l l  be  
wel l  to remember that  our success  may be g reater than  
i t  appea r s  to  be,  and  tha t  i t  i s  a  c au se  in  wh ich  the  
smal le s t  measure,  though le s s  than we could des i re,  i s  
more than equiva lent  to a l l  the labour of  obta ining i t .  
Th i s ,  however,  w i l l  be  con s ide red  p re s en t l y  more  a t  
large.

There i s  a  s t i l l  more dangerous enemy than a l l  these,  
by  wh i ch  ou r  con s t ancy  w i l l  b e  t r i ed ,  and  th a t  i s  a  
sp i r i t  o f  lukewar mnes s .  The rock which the  fur y  o f  a  
thou s and  s to r ms  cou ld  no t  shake  may  wa s t e  away  in  
t ime f rom some pr inc ip le  of  decompos i t ion concea led  
within itself; and the Chr istian, whom neither diff iculty  
could appal, nor der ision disturb, has, when the lethargy  
of  lukewar mness  has  se ized his  energ ies ,  drawn around  
h im  t h e  c u r t a i n s  o f  i n do l en c e ,  a nd  s unk  t o  r e po s e  
am id s t  t h e  g ro an s  o f  c re a t i on .  Lukewa r mne s s  i s  t h e  
g reatest  enemy that the cause of the Redeemer has had  
to  con tend  wi th  o f  a l l  the  foe s  tha t  eve r  re s i s t ed  i t s  
p rog re s s .  Other  enemie s  on ly  a t t ack  the  hos t s  o f  the  
Lord ;  th i s  en feeble s  and be t ray s  them.  Compara t ive ly  
s peak ing ,  l ukewar mne s s  i s  p a rdonabl e  anywhere  e l s e  
but in the work of the Lord. Connected as i t  i s  on one  
hand with the glory of Jehovah, and on the other with  
the eter nal  interest s  of  mankind, i t  i s  a  cr ime of awful  
magn i t ude.  ‘Cu r s ed ,’ s a i d  t h e  i n s p i red  p rophe t ,  ‘ b e  
he  tha t  doeth  the  work o f  the  Lord dece i t fu l ly,’ or  a s  
the word more l i tera l ly  s igni f ie s ,  ‘ tha t  doeth i t  neg l i- 
g en t l y.’ Be loved  b re th ren ,  l e t  u s  bewa re  o f  a l l  t he s e  
causes  tha t  may ar i se  to  t r y  our  cons tancy,  or  to  cool  
o u r  z e a l  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  L o r d .  T h i s  i s  n o t  
a  work  to  be  neg l igent ly  per for med,  or  to  be  l i gh t ly  
abandoned.
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I  s h a l l ,  t h i rd l y,  e xp l a i n  t h e  mo t ive  by  wh i ch  i t  i s  
en forced :  ‘Fora smuch a s  ye  know tha t  your  l abour  i s  
not in vain in the Lord.’

1.  Thi s  may  in tend ,  f i r s t ,  tha t  i t  sha l l  no t  be  unre- 
wa rded .  I f ,  i ndeed ,  we  we re  no t  p e r m i t t ed  t o  l ook  
beyond the present world for our reward, we should f ind  
i t  h e re .  I n  t h e  swee t  con s c i ou sne s s  o f  h av i ng  done  
anyth ing for  the  g lor y  o f  the  Redeemer,  the  cause  o f  
t r u th ,  and  the  de a th l e s s  i n t e re s t s  o f  man ,  t he re  i s  a  
deg ree of fel icity more sol id and sublime than could be  
der ived from al l  the wealth which avar ice ever hoarded,  
or  ext ravagance ever  l av i shed.  The sp i r i t  o f  Chr i s t i an  
zea l  i s  a  source  o f  un f a i l i ng  happ ine s s  to  i t s e l f .  The  
very tear s of i ts  pity are pleasant as the drops of a sum- 
mer’s day, and its smiles delightful as the f ace of nature,  
when br ightened by the sun that succeeds to the shower.  
But thi s  i s  not  a l l .  There i s  a  r ich reward,  which a f ter  
r ipening through the year s  of  t ime,  we sha l l  ga ther  in  
t h e  p a r a d i s e  a b ove ,  a n d  e n j oy  t h ro u g h  t h e  a g e s  o f  
e ter ni ty.  Not that  we can c la im any th ing a t  the hand  
o f  our  Lord .  Not  tha t  there  i s  any  mer i t  in  our  mos t  
ardent exer t ions;  a f ter  we have done a l l ,  we must  con- 
fess  that we are unprof i table servants ,  and that we have  
done inf initely less  than our whole duty. But there i s  a  
reward of r ighteousness ,  as  wel l  as  a sa lvat ion from sin,  
that i s  a l l  of g race: a reward which may consistently be  
urged upon the disciples of Chr ist  as a motive to bene- 
volence, without denying that a l l  we receive from God  
i s  by  way  o f  g i f t .  ‘ T h e  L o rd  J e s u s  i s  n o t  u n r i g h - 
t eous  to  fo rge t  our  l abour  o f  love.’ Not  an  ac t ion  o f  
the l i fe,  not  a  word of  the tongue,  not  a  des i re  of  the  
hear t, not a f ar thing of proper ty, not a moment of time,  
not a  labour of  the feet ,  devoted to hi s  cause,  sha l l  be 
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lost  in obl iv ion.  ‘Even the cup of  cold water,  g iven in  
h i s  name,  sha l l  in  no wise  lose  i t s  reward.’ Al l  wi l l  be  
men t ioned  by  h im a t  the  l a s t  d ay :  a l l  a cknowledged  
and commended before the as sembled univer se,  in that  
awful season, when one approving smile shed upon the  
spir i t  from his countenance wil l  be of more wor th than  
t h e  p l a u d i t s  o f  a  wo r l d .  ‘ B e  n o t  d e c e ive d :  w h a t  a  
man  s owe th ,  t h a t  s h a l l  h e  a l s o  re ap.’ Wha t ,  b eyond  
the commendation of his g reat Master, the di l igent ser- 
vant  sha l l  rece ive,  we are  ne i ther  able  nor  anxious  to  
know.  We a re  no t  acqua in ted  wi th  a l l  tho se  honour s  
and felicities which are concealed behind the veil of what  
i s  mor ta l  and mater ia l .  No one can ful ly  expla in to us  
t h e  wo rd s  o f  t h e  p rophe t ,  ‘They  t h a t  t u r n  many  t o  
r ighteousnes s  sha l l  sh ine a s  the s tar s  in  the f i r mament  
of  heaven.’ One thing we may ca lcula te  upon,  that  we  
shal l  behold in heaven the happy spir i t s  whom we may  
b e  t h e  i n s t r umen t s  o f  c onduc t i n g  t o  i t s  j oy s .  I f  t o  
rescue a fe l low creature from the jaws of death,  and to  
res tore him to the comfor ts  of  socia l  l i fe ;  i f  to witness  
the transports with which he looks, f irst upon his fr iends,  
and then upon his deliverer, be the purest, strongest bliss  
that  ear th a f fords ,  conceive what i t  must  be to witness  
the raptures  of  an immor ta l  sp i r i t ,  p lucked f rom ever- 
l a s t ing  r a in ,  and ,  through our  in s t r umenta l i ty,  put  in  
posses s ion of  ‘an inher i tance incor rupt ible,  undef i led,  
a nd  t h a t  f a d e t h  no t  away.’ Th i s  w i l l  b e  l i ke  a dd i ng  
heaven to heaven,  and mult ip lying the joys  of  paradi se  
again and again.

‘Your labour shall not be in vain in the Lord.’
2 .  Which may intend a l so that  i t  sha l l  not  be unsuc- 

c e s s f u l .  We re  no th i ng  t o  re s u l t  f rom  ou r  l a bou r  t o  
other s, much would be der ived to ourselves, But al l  the 
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benef i t  of  our ef for t s  wi l l  not be conf ined to our own  
interes t s .  We do not pretend to say that  there wi l l  not  
b e  p a r t i a l  f a i l u re s ;  l o c a l  and  t empor a r y  d i s cou r age - 
ments .  Thi s  would be to deny the te s t imony of  expe- 
r i e n c e ,  a nd  t o  l im i t  t h e  Ho l y  One  o f  I s r a e l .  Some  
minds  and  some p l ace s ,  a f t e r  the  mos t  l abor ious  and  
skilful cultivation, exhibit the melancholy appearance of  
lands abandoned to incorr igible ster ility.

The  l anguage  o f  the  t ex t  imp l i e s  na tu r a l  t endency.  
Such  l a bou r  a s  I  now en jo in ,  d i s t r i bu t i ng  t he  Ho ly  
Scr ip ture s  and re l ig ious  t r ac t s ;  sending wel l  qua l i f i ed  
missionar ies to the heathen, and preaching the Gospel in  
dark benighted corner s of our own land; instructing the  
ignorant and adul t  poor,  has  a  natura l  tendency,  or,  in  
other words, a peculiar adaptation, under the blessing of  
God,  to e f fect  the conver s ion of  unregenerate s inner s .  
These are the means appointed by Jehovah for car rying  
in to  e f f ec t  h i s  benevo len t  in ten t ions  concer n ing  th i s  
gui l ty  wor ld ;  upon which,  when judic ious ly,  a rdent ly,  
and per sever ingly appl ied,  we may as  ra t ional ly expect  
the  ble s s ing  o f  heaven,  a s  the  husbandman does  upon  
the toi l s  of the f ield. I f  sublimity of design; i f  exhaust- 
le s s  su f f ic iency,  and the wises t  adapta t ion of  means  to  
the end; i f  the test imony of exper ience; i f  assured con- 
fo r mi ty  to  the  pur pose s  o f  the  Ete r na l  Mind ,  be  any  
encouragement to hope for success, then has the Chr is- 
tian philanthropist, of all other persons, the least g round  
t o  f e a r  ‘ t h a t  h e  s h a l l  l a b o u r  i n  va i n ,  o r  s p e n d  h i s  
s t reng th  fo r  nought .  For  thu s  s a i th  the  Lord ,  As  the  
r a i n  come th  down ,  and  t h e  s now f rom he aven ;  and  
r e t u r n e t h  no t  t h i t h e r ,  bu t  wa t e re t h  t h e  e a r t h ,  a n d  
maketh i t  br ing for th and bud, that i t  may g ive seed to  
the sower,  and bread to the eater ;  so shal l  my word be 
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tha t  goeth for th  out  o f  my mouth;  i t  sha l l  not  re tur n  
un to  me  vo i d ,  bu t  i t  s h a l l  a c comp l i s h  t h a t  wh i ch  I  
please, and prosper in the thing whereto I send it.’

Ult imate and genera l ly  e f f ic iency i s  promised in thi s  
express ion. The work of the Lord, with whatever local  
or temporary f ai lures i t  may be attended, shal l  tr iumph  
eventua l ly  over  ever y  obs t ac le.  The t r u th  o f  God ha s  
declared i t ,  and has g iven the promise into the hand of  
Omnipotence  to  be  pe r fo r med .  How many  cen tur i e s  
sha l l  rol l  ere the Sun of  Righteousness  wi l l  pour for th  
the  noont ide  g lor y  o f  the  mi l l ennia l  day,  we have  no  
means to conjecture; i t  i s  suff icient for us to know that  
such a per iod will ar r ive, and that our humble exer tions  
are in the l ine of  events  which accelerate i t s  approach,  
and  con t r i bu t e  t o  i t s  t r i umph s .  I f  t he  l im i t s  o f  t h i s  
sermon would permit, or the state of your minds required  
it ,  I could direct a whole cur rent of prophetic language  
over your zeal ,  which, l ike the breath of heaven, would  
f a n  t h e  s p a r k  i n to  a  f l ame.  ‘The  e a r t h  s h a l l  b e  f u l l  
o f  the knowledge of  the Lord,  a s  the water s  cover  the  
s e a .’ T h e  d e c r e e  h a s  p a s s e d  t h e  l i p s  o f  J e h ov a h ,  
‘That Chr ist  shal l  have the heathen for his  inher itance,  
and the uttermost par ts of the ear th for his possess ion’;  
and however slowly he may appear to enter upon his yet  
deso la te  her i t age,  the  t ime must  a r r ive  when he sha l l  
re ign over  a  sp i r i tua l  k ingdom, knowing no l imit s  but  
the circumference of the globe.  Amidst  a l l  the changes  
of  this  mor ta l  s tate,  the work of the Lord must tend to  
i t s  u l t imate perfect ion.  The spir i tua l  temple must  pro- 
ceed, and we have had the evidence of twenty memorable  
year s ,  that i t  depends not for i t s  success upon the poli- 
t ica l  a spect  o f  the t imes .  What  was  e loquent ly  sa id  of  
the Church of Rome, may with much g reater propr iety 
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be a f f i r med of  thi s  sacred edi f ice :  ‘ I t  has  remained for  
ages a splendid and immutable f abr ic, which time could  
no t  c r umble,  nor  pe r s ecu t ion  shake,  nor  revo lu t ion s  
change;  which has  s tood amongst  us  l ike some s tupen- 
dous and majest ic Apennine,  that ,  whi l s t  the ear th was  
rocking at  i t s  feet ,  and the heavens were roar ing round  
i t s  head,  ba lanced i t se l f  upon the  base  o f  i t s  e ter n i ty,  
the solemn memor ia l  of  what was,  the subl ime predic- 
t ion o f  what  mus t  be.’ Bre thren,  upon the  sca f fo ld ing  
that  sur rounds  that  edi f ice  you are  employed.  I f  other  
men labour in  the f i re,  you wi l l  not .  Your s  i s  not  the  
discouragement of the painter, the poet, or the architect,  
who, af ter they have f inished their  most e laborate pro- 
duct ions ,  may re f l ec t  wi th  a  s igh  tha t  they  have  on ly  
prepared a costly sacr if ice to be offered, in its turn, upon  
the a l tar  of  t ime. Your s  i s  not the mor t i f icat ion of  the  
phi losopher,  who, a f ter  spending hi s  l i fe  to bui ld up a  
theor y,  may c lose  hi s  exi s tence with a  fear  le s t ,  whi le  
h i s  monumen t  i s  ye t  f re s h ,  t h e  h and  o f  a  s u c c e s s o r  
should demolish at a stroke the labour of his l i fe.  None  
of  these fear s  need dis t res s  your mind or para lyse your  
zea l .  Whatever  work  you do  fo r  the  Lord  sha l l  s t and  
fo r  eve r.  Here,  and  here  on ly,  i s  ce r t a in ty  and  dura- 
b i l i t y.  The  end  o f  a l l  t h i ng s  i s  a t  h and ,  t h e  s o l emn  
ca t a s t rophe  o f  na ture  and  o f  a r t ;  and  then ,  when the  
mightiest productions of genius, which now so captivate  
a nd  a s t on i s h ,  s h a l l  b e  bu t  a s  a  g a r l a nd  t o  d e ck  t h e  
funeral pile of expir ing nature, the work which we now  
do for the Lord shal l  be seen, untouched by the f lames,  
the only remaining monument of successful labour upon  
e a r th ,  the  on ly  ach ievement  which  sha l l  be  c rowned  
with the glory of immortal fame in heaven.

I  am reminded that  i t  i s  t ime for me to look towards 
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the conclus ion,  which must  not ,  however,  ar r ive t i l l  I  
have g iven to the text that emphasis  which the exist ing  
event s  o f  the  pre sent  t imes  so  remarkably  supp ly.  We  
l ive,  my  f r i end s ,  i n  no  common e r a .  The  chu rch  o f  
Chr i s t  ha s  a r i sen  f rom her  long repose,  and ,  a s  i f  re- 
f reshed by the s lumber s  of  ages ,  and concentrat ing the  
neglected energ ies of centur ies, is enter ing upon labours  
which wi l l  never cease t i l l  she sha l l  s tand between the  
new heaven and the new ear th, wherein dwelleth r ighte- 
ousness .  The r iver  of  l i fe,  c lear  a s  cr ys ta l  which f lows  
f rom the  throne o f  God and the  Lamb,  long impeded  
in its course by the lukewarmness of former generations,  
has  a t  length happi ly  forced i t s  bar r ier,  and i s  f lowing  
through innumerable channels ,  prepared by the zea l  of  
a l l  denominations of Chr ist ians,  to receive i t s  vivi fying  
s t reams,  and to convey them in di f ferent  d i rect ions  to  
the  parched p laces  o f  the  ear th .  Mis s ionar y  e s tabl i sh- 
men t s  h ave  opened  a  s p a c i ou s  b ed  f o r  t h e  he aven l y  
water s ,  on the banks of  which Hindus and Hottentots ,  
Chinese  and Otahe i t i ans ,  a re  a t  th i s  moment  wash ing  
away their  s ins ,  quenching their  thir s t  a f ter  happiness ,  
and inhal ing the bl i s s  of  eter na l  sa lvat ion.  The Br i t i sh  
and Foreign Bible  Society,  more l ike the ocean than a  
r iver,  i s  ro l l ing the t ide of  l i fe  to ever y shore beneath  
t h e  s k i e s .  Ano th e r  d iv i s i on  o f  t h e  s a c re d  s t r e am  i s  
f l owing  back ,  though  a l a s  bu t  s l owly,  to  i t s  o r i g ina l  
source, and conveying salvation to the children of Israel.  
T h e  R e l i g i o u s  Tr a c t  S o c i e t y  p o u r s  f o r t h  a  m i g h t y  
s t re am;  wh i l e  the  Sunday  Schoo l  s y s t em supp l i e s  i t s  
r ivulets, where children of every age may sip the water s  
o f  s a l va t i on .  Su r vey,  my  f r i end s ,  t h e  g r and  and  i n - 
teres t ing scene,  and ask,  i f  through your neglect  these  
numerous and impor tant channels  shal l  have their  sup-
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p l i e s  c u t  o f f ?  S h a l l  o u r  l u kewa r m n e s s  r e n ew  t h o s e  
impediment s ,  the  demol i t ion of  which has  been ce le- 
b r a t e d  b y  s o n g s  o n  e a r t h ,  a n d  s o n g s  i n  h e a ve n ?  
Lukewar mnes s  never  had  so  l i t t l e  to  excuse,  so  much  
to agg ravate i t s  gui l t  as  now. The cur se of  Meroz must  
l ight upon that man who, in the present age, denies his  
help to the work of the Lord.

B u t  I  o u g h t  n o t ,  s u re l y,  t o  f o r g e t  t h e  o b j e c t  f o r  
which you are  now as sembled,  and whi le  enumerat ing  
the var ious oppor tunities which are presented for g rati- 
fy ing your  zea l ,  omit  the  Assoc ia t ion which you have  
this day formed for diffusing, through your own county,  
a  g reater  p leni tude of  gospel  t ruth.  The sole object  of  
this union is to promote the glory of God, and the best  
in tere s t s  o f  man.  You are  an imated by h igher  mot ives  
than those which der ive their energy from sectar ian dis- 
t inc t ion s .  There  a re  spo t s  in  eve r y  county  which ,  in  
re spec t  to  re l i g iou s  cu l tu re,  a re  b a r ren  and  de so l a t e  
i n d e ed .  I n  s ome  p l a c e s  t h e  popu l a t i on  h a s  b e come  
enor mously di spropor t ionate to the provis ion made by  
the  e s t abl i shment  for  re l ig ious  in s t r uc t ion;  in  o ther s ,  
the par ish church is  beyond the reach of a large par t of  
the inhabitants;  and in some, we are obliged to believe,  
howeve r  the  exp re s s ion  o f  ou r  conv i c t ion s  may  g ive  
offence, that the glad tidings of the gospel are not pub- 
lished in all their fullness and importance from the pulpit  
of the minister,  nor i t s  pur i fying tendency exhibited in  
his  l i fe.  In such cases  as  these i t  i s  at  once our duty to  
God, our countr y,  and our fe l low-creatures ,  to s tep in  
and  supp ly  the  l a ck  o f  s e r v i ce.  The  e s t ab l i shment  o f  
county associat ions has been fol lowed, in many par ts of  
the  k ingdom,  wi th  a  deg ree  o f  succe s s  which  shou ld  
s t imu la t e  your  exe r t ion s ,  and  encourage  your  hope s . 
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Cong regat ions have been col lected f rom those par t s  of  
the community which spent their Sabbaths in prof anity  
and mischief; churches of holy and peaceable Chr ist ians  
have been formed of those who were once, at least some  
o f  them,  the  pe s t s  o f  soc ie ty ;  p l ace s  o f  wor sh ip  have  
been erected, and whole neighbourhoods reformed. Nor  
are these the only advantages result ing from such inst i- 
tu t ion s .  A s  i n  a l l  o the r  c a s e s  o f  mora l  cha r i t y  the re  
wi l l  be a react ion of  benef i t .  By creat ing a new object  
of  no ordinar y interes t ;  by leading to a  more f requent  
intercourse between the different minister s and churches  
o f  the county ;  and a t  the same t ime exc i t ing amongs t  
them a spir i t  of  holy emulat ion in thi s  l abour of  love,  
the affair s of our congregations will be kept from sinking  
in to  a  du l l  and s t agnant  s t a te,  the  f i re  o f  zea l  wi l l  be  
cher ished, and the cords of brotherly love will be drawn  
s t i l l  c loser  round our hear t s .  One of  the pur poses ,  no  
doubt, for which al l  the male par t of the Jewish people  
was  to  appear  together,  three  t imes  a  year,  be fore  the  
Lord, was to preserve unimpaired the bond of fraternity,  
so much in danger of  being re laxed without occas ional  
communion; and such an end, in no smal l  deg ree,  wi l l  
be accomplished by a di l igent attendance upon the hal f  
yearly or annual meetings of these County Associations.

I t  mu s t  b e  obv iou s  t o  eve r y  one,  t h a t  f o r  s u ch  an  
ob jec t  a s  th i s ,  funds  a re  ind i spensable,  and  tha t  they  
must  be ra i sed by the a s socia ted churches .  Ever y con- 
g rega t ion  in  the  county,  and  eve r y  ind iv idua l  o f  the  
congregation, will feel the obligation to exert themselves  
according to their  abi l i ty,  in suppor t  of  a  cause exclu- 
s ive ly their  own. I t  would sure ly be a  cr imina l  incon- 
s i s t ency,  wh i l e  s uch  exe r t i on s  a re  made  to  s end  the  
gospe l  to  d i s t ant  l ands ,  to  neg lec t  those  p laces  which 
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are dest i tute of  i t  in our own immediate vic ini ty.  Like  
r ay s  d ive rg ing  f rom a  cen t re,  and  pre s s ing  to  the  re- 
motest  c ircumference through a l l  the nearer and inter- 
m e d i a t e  s p a c e s ,  o u r  z e a l  e m a n a t i n g  f ro m  o u r  ow n  
personal relig ion should reach the heathen world through  
our relatives, fr iends, and neighbours that lie between.

For these,  and a l l  s imi lar  exer t ions ,  i t  becomes us  to  
reco l l e c t  tha t  ‘ the  t ime  i s  sho r t .’ Ea r th  i s  the  s cene,  
and human l i fe  the l imi t ,  o f  these  honourable  e f for t s .  
You are flying over the f ield of labour upon the wings of  
t ime,  and can only drop a  few seeds  of  immor ta l i ty  a s  
you  p a s s  r ap i d l y  a l ong .  You r  oppo r tun i t y  f o r  do ing  
good must end with your l i fe, and may end long before.  
Unlooked for  mis for tunes  may reduce you to pover ty ;  
i n cu r ab l e  d i so rde r s  may  rende r  you  he lp l e s s ;  and  in  
such circumstances the recollection of neglected oppor- 
tunities wil l  be no pleasant companion to your aff l icted  
he a r t .  Bu t  shou ld  your  mean s  o f  u s e fu lne s s  be  con- 
t inued to  the  end of  l i f e,  and l i f e  i t se l f  be  prot rac ted  
far into the years of decrepitude and inf irmity, even then  
how shor t is the per iod allotted to zeal and benevolence  
for  doing the work of  the Lord.  Sha l l  we cut  of f  even  
from this  shor t space one hal f  by neglect ,  and by luke- 
war mnes s  mi semploy the  o ther  ha l f ?  The honour  and  
fel icity der ived so largely from this service, are al l  con- 
f ined, so f ar as  our information extends,  to the present  
world,  and g ive one advantage to saints  on ear th above  
those who have entered upon their heavenly rest. Angels,  
i t  i s  t r ue,  a re  rep re s en t ed  a s  pe r fo r ming  my s t e r i ou s  
of f ices  of  love for  the Chr i s t ian dur ing hi s  p i lg r image  
below; ‘as  minister ing spir i t s  they minister to the heir s  
o f  s a l v a t i o n ’ ;  bu t  e ve n  t h i s  i s  n o t  d o n e  t i l l  h e  i s  
b e c o m e  a n  h e i r  o f  s a l v a t i o n ,  w h i c h  i s  o r d i n a r i l y 
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e f fec ted through the  ins t r umenta l i ty  o f  man.  We read  
of no mission composed of the spir its  of just men made  
perfect sent from the skies, and charged with the gospel  
to  a  benighted par t  o f  the  g lobe.  Let  us  then be d i l i - 
gent. Oppor tunity is  the f lower of t ime, which we hold  
this moment in our hand, fresh, frag rant, and blooming,  
bu t  wh ich  tomor row may  d rop  and  wi the r  upon  our  
g r ave.  ‘Work  t h e re f o re  wh i l e  i t  i s  c a l l e d  t od ay,  t h e  
night  cometh when no man can work;  and whatsoever  
thy  hand f inde th  to  do,  do  i t  wi th  a l l  thy  might ;  fo r  
there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom  
in the grave whither thou goest.’

Per mit  me,  my brethren and f a ther s  in the Chr i s t ian  
minis t r y,  with a l l  a f fect ion and respect ,  to enforce the  
language of the text upon your most ser ious at tent ion.  
I t  speak s  to  u s  wi th  i t s  fu l l  empha s i s .  We a re  bound  
to do the work of the Lord, not merely by the common  
ties of Chr istian duty, but by all the weighty obligations  
wh i ch  the  mos t  so l emn o f f i c e  benea th  the  sk i e s  h a s  
impo s ed  upon  ou r  con s c i en c e s .  Among  t h e  va r i ou s  
duties which we are to enjoin upon the people, relig ious  
zea l  unquest ionably occupies  a  conspicuous p lace.  But  
exhor ta t ions  to thi s  duty,  unles s  enforced by our con- 
duct, wil l  come to the hear ts of our hearer s,  chil l ing as  
the breeze which i s sues  f rom the nor th,  and has  swept  
the surf ace of the frozen ocean. It becomes us to recol- 
lect  that  we are  accountable  for  the ver y sp i r i t  o f  our  
congregations; s ince, in this respect,  a minister who, in  
addit ion to competent ta lents  and prudence, i s  beloved  
by hi s  people,  can cause the tone of  their  character  to  
s t r ike  in  uni son wi th h i s  own.  Whi le,  for  knowledge,  
we should be in the midst of the house of God, l ike the  
eve r  bu r n ing  l amps  in  the  ho ly  p l a ce  o f  the  t emp le, 
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our zea l  should resemble the heavenly f i re,  which sent  
forth a quenchless flame upon the brazen altar.

Le t  u s ,  then ,  be  pa t t e r n s  o f  Chr i s t i an  a c t iv i t y.  Le t  
u s  man i f e s t  a  fo rwardne s s  in  g iv ing  countenance  and  
suppor t, so f ar as our abil ity extends, to every plan that  
has for its object the best interests of man and the glory  
o f  G o d .  A n d  w h i l e  c o n t e n d i n g  f o r  t h e  f a i t h  o n c e  
del ivered to the sa ints ;  whi le as s iduously cher i shing in  
our f locks the spir it of per sonal devotion; while labour- 
ing to the utmost  in the cause of  evangel ica l  mora l i ty,  
let us not forget, both by our sermons and our conduct,  
to admonish our churches to new efforts, in the language  
o f  t h e  t ex t :  ‘Be loved  b re th ren ,  b e  ye  s t e ad f a s t ,  im- 
moveable,  a lways  abounding in  the  work of  the  Lord,  
forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in  
the Lord.’
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The impre s s ion  produced  by  the  de l ive r y  o f  th i s  s e r mon  
f ir st attracted public attention to the author. It was cr it icised  
freely, but reached a third edit ion; and of al l  his  pr inted ser- 
mons, it remains the one most generally known.
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John 12:32,33

And I ,  i f  I  b e  l i f t e d  up  f r om th e  e a r t h ,  w i l l  d raw  a l l  
m en  un t o  m e :  t h i s  h e  s a i d  s i g n i f y i n g  wha t  d e a t h  h e  
should die.

I f  the  per fec t ion  o f  wi sdom cons i s t s  in  s eek ing  the  
noblest ends by the f ittest means, then does the cause of  
missions appear before the world, invested with the glory,  
and prefer r ing the claims, of the wisest scheme for man’s  
ac t iv i ty  which has  ever  been devi sed .  Of  the  benevo- 
l ence  and subl imi ty  o f  our  ob jec t ,  there  can  ex i s t  no  
doubt; and the only question which can ar ise about the  
ra t ional i ty  of  our scheme, must  re la te  to the adequacy  
o f  ou r  mean s .  We a re  no t  un f requen t l y  to ld  th a t  a l l  
a t tempts  to conver t  pagan nat ions  to Chr i s t i ani ty,  not  
suppor ted  by the  a id  o f  mirac le s ,  mus t  prove ent i re ly  
ineffectual, or be followed with very inconsiderable suc- 
ces s .  That  mirac les  were neces sar y a t  the introduct ion  
of  Chr i s t i ani ty,  a s  the witnes ses  of  i t s  heavenly or ig in  
and descent,  i s  obvious;  they for med the vis ible s igna- 
tures of the divine hand to the test imony of the Son of  
God and hi s  apost le s ;  but  to argue for  their  repet i t ion  
through succeed ing ages ,  in  ever y  count r y  which the  
gospel approaches for the f ir st time, is to contend that a  
deed, however well attested. cannot be admitted as valid  
unless the witnesses who or ig inally signed it live for ever 
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to  ve r i fy  the i r  s i gna ture.  Thi s  ob jec t ion ,  however,  i s  
bes t  answered by an appea l  to f act s .  However di f f icu l t  
it may be to ascertain with precision the exact time when  
the tes t imony of  mirac les  ceased,  nothing i s  more cer- 
tain than that these witnesses had f inished their evidence  
long before the conver sion of the nor thern and western  
par ts  of  Europe; and the demand of supernatural  inter- 
position, as necessary to the propagation of Chr istianity,  
i s  u rged  wi th  an  i l l  g race  by  a  Prote s t an t ,  when i t  i s  
remembered that there is not a single Protestant country  
which did not  receive the gospel  unaccompanied with  
s igns and wonder s ;  and with s t i l l  g reater  inconsi s tency  
i s  i t  made  by  an  Eng l i s hman ,  when  i t  i s  con s i de red  
that  this  happy country,  the glory of Chr is tendom, the  
joy of the whole ear th, and the evangelist  of the world,  
wa s  re cove red  f rom the  t h r a l dom o f  S axon  i do l a t r y  
without one miraculous operation.

What,  then,  are the means with which we set  out on  
thi s  high and holy enter pr i se  of  conver t ing the world?  
I  answer,  the  doct r ine  o f  the  Cros s :  for,  s a i th  Chr i s t ,  
‘ I f  I  b e  l i f t e d  up ’ ,  o r  ‘when  I  am  l i f t e d  up,  I  w i l l  
draw all men unto me.’

In these words  our Lord announces  the nature of  hi s  
app roach ing  dea th :  he  wa s  abou t  to  be  l i f t ed  up,  o r  
cruci f ied;  he predicts  the consequences with which his  
crucif ixion would be followed; all men would be gathered  
t o  h im ;  h e  s p e c i f i e s  t h e  mean s ,  a nd  t h e  manne r  o f  
their  conver s ion: they would be drawn, or at tracted by  
an  exh ib i t i on  o f  h i s  dea th .  In  o the r  word s ,  the  t ex t  
presents us with the g reat object of missionary zeal, the  
g rand ins trument of  miss ionar y exer t ion,  and the f ina l  
con summa t i on  o f  m i s s i on a r y  s u c c e s s .  I t  w i l l  b e  i n - 
stantly perceived that I have not sought after novelty of 
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subject ,  and i t  wi l l  soon be di scovered that  I  have not  
a t t a i ned  i ngenu i t y  o r  p ro fund i t y  o f  d i s cu s s i on .  The  
state of my mind and feelings since I received the appli- 
cation of the directors, would alone have precluded these.  
Their request for my services on this occasion found me  
a t  the  tomb o f  a l l  tha t  was  dea re s t  to  me on ea r th ,  a  
s i tua t ion not  ver y  f avourable  for  penet ra t ing  in to  the  
depth of any other subject than my own ir reparable loss.  
One  t h ing  wh i ch  i nduced  me  to  comp ly  w i th  t he i r  
so l ic i ta t ion,  was a  hope that  my mind would be drawn  
away in  some deg ree  f rom the  hear t-wi ther ing  reco l- 
l e c t i o n  o f  d e p a r t e d  b l i s s :  n o r  h a s  t h a t  h o p e  b e e n  
a l together  d i sappointed;  for  the subject  of  my ser mon  
ha s  o f t en  pre sen ted  such  v i s ions  o f  sp i r i tua l  g lo r y  a s  
have made the tear  forget  to f a l l ,  and hushed the sor- 
rows of  a  bur s t ing hear t ,  and taught  the preacher  that  
wh i l e  the  mi s s iona r y  c au se  goe s  a s  the  mes s enge r  o f  
me rcy  to  p ag an  re a lms  ab road ,  i t  i s  one  o f  t he  be s t  
comforters in the house of mourning at home.

1.  The text  presents  us  with the g reat  object  of  mis- 
sionary zeal: ‘To bring men to Christ.’

There are at  the present moment more than s ix hun- 
dred mil l ions of the human race in the appal l ing s i tua- 
tion of the men whom the apostle descr ibes as ‘without  
Chr i s t  in  the  wor ld ’ ;  and  the  que s t ion  i s ,  w i th  wha t  
f ee l ings  and what  pur pose s  a  Chr i s t i an  should  sur vey  
th i s  va s t  and  wre tched por t ion  o f  the  f ami ly  o f  man.  
To  a s ce r t a in  th i s ,  you  have  on ly  to  con temp l a t e  the  
scene which at your last anniver sary was brought before  
you with such force of  reason,  pathos ,  and e loquence.  
B e h o l d  S t  Pa u l  a t  A t h e n s .  T h i n k  o f  t h e  m a t c h l e s s  
splendour which blazed upon his  view, as  he rol led his  
eye round the enchanting panorama which encircled the 
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h i l l  o f  Mar s .  Around him,  a s  he  s tood upon the sum- 
mi t  o f  the  rock ,  benea th  the  c anopy  o f  heaven ,  wa s  
sp read  a  g lor ious  prospec t  o f  mounta in s ,  i s l ands ,  s ea ,  
and sky.  With in v iew was  the  gu l f  o f  Sa lamis ,  and on  
the hor izon the plain of Marathon, where the conquests  
o f  the  o ld  Greek  heroe s  had  s aved  not  the i r  count r y  
only,  but the mental  l iber ty and energy of man. Above  
h im towered  the  Ac ropo l i s ,  c rowned  wi th  the  p r ide  
o f  Grec ian  a rch i tec ture.  There,  in  the  zen i th  o f  the i r  
s p l endou r  and  the  pe r f e c t i on  o f  t he i r  b e au ty,  s t ood  
those peerless  temples,  the very fragments of which are  
v i ewed  by  moder n  t r ave l l e r s  w i th  an  ido l a t r y  a lmos t  
e q u a l  t o  t h a t  w h i c h  r e a r e d  t h e m .  S t r e t c h e d  a l o n g  
the  p l a in  be low h im,  and  re c l i n ing  he r  head  on  the  
s lope  o f  the  ne ighbour ing  h i l l s ,  wa s  Athen s ,  mothe r  
o f  the  a r t s  and the  sc iences ,  wi th  her  noble  o f f spr ing  
spor t ing by her  s ide.  The Porch,  the Lyceum, and the  
Grove,  w i th  the  s t a tue s  o f  the i r  depa r t ed  s age s ,  and  
the forms of their l iving disciples, were al l  presented to  
the  apo s t l e ’s  eye.  Who o f  u s  po s s e s s ing  the  s l i gh te s t  
pretensions to knowledge or taste,  can even f ancy him- 
se l f  gaz ing  upon th i s  subl ime and capt iva t ing  scener y  
wi thout  a  momenta r y  r ap ture ?  Yet  the re  d id  th i s  ac- 
compl i shed scholar  s tand as  insens ible  to a l l  the g ran- 
deu r,  a s  i f  no th ing  wa s  be fo re  h im bu t  the  t re e l e s s ,  
tur f les s  deser t .  Absorbed in the holy abstract ion of  hi s  
mind, he saw no charms, felt no fascinations, but on the  
contra r y  was  p ierced wi th  the  most  poignant  d i s t re s s :  
a n d  w h a t  wa s  t h e  c a u s e ?  B e c a u s e  ‘ h e  s aw  t h e  c i t y  
whol ly  g iven to idola t r y.’ To him i t  presented nothing  
but a magnif icent mausoleum, decorated, it is true, with  
the r ichest productions of the sculptor and the architect,  
but  s t i l l  where the soul s  o f  men lay dead in t re spas se s 
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and s in s ;  whi l e  the  d im l igh t  o f  ph i lo sophy tha t  s t i l l  
g l immered in the schools ,  appeared but as  the lamp of  
the  sepulchre,  shedding i t s  pa le  and s ick ly  ray  a round  
gorgeous chamber s  of  death.  What must  have been hi s  
ind ignant  g r i e f  a t  the  d i shonour  done  by  ido l a t r y  to  
God, what hi s  amazement at  the weakness  and fol ly of  
the human mind, what his abhor rence of human impiety,  
and  wha t  h i s  compa s s i on  fo r  human  wre t chedne s s , *  
when such stately monuments had not the smallest pos- 
s i b l e  e f f e c t  i n  tu r n ing  away  h i s  v i ew f rom the  gu i l t  
which raised them and the misery endured amidst them.  
Ye t  h ow  m a ny  p ro f e s s e d l y  C h r i s t i a n  t r ave l l e r s  a n d  
d iv ines ,  whi l s t  occupying the  same spot ,  though they  
saw not a thousandth par t of what the apostle saw, have  
had their minds so engrossed by the scene, as not to feel  
one sentiment of pity for the Pagans of old, or the Maho- 
metans who now dwel l  amidst  the venerable ruins.  But  
we being of one mind with St Paul, and looking upon the  
souls of mankind in the light which his inspired wr itings  
have thrown upon their  dest iny, have imbibed his  tem- 
pe r,  and  f ee l  ou r  sp i r i t s  g r i eved  wi th in  u s ,  ove r  the  
mul t i tudes  tha t  a re  g iven to  ido la t r y.  We cannot  he lp  
thinking that men without Chr ist are in the very depths  
of misery though they may stand in other respects upon  
the summit  of  c iv i l i sa t ion,  l i tera ture,  and sc ience;  and  
for  such an opinion we can plead the author i ty  of  the  
apostle, who, as we have seen, bewailed a city of philo- 
sopher s  with more intense and pierc ing g r ie f  than any  
of us ever did a horde of idolatrous savages.

He re,  t h en ,  i s  t h e  ob j e c t  o f  ou r  z e a l ,  t o  b r i ng  t o  
C h r i s t  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  a f a r  o f f .  ‘ To  t u r n  m e n  f ro m 

*	 S e e  M r  W a r d l a w ’ s  a d m i r a b l e  s e r m o n  o n  t h i s  s u b j e c t ,  p r e a c h e d  
before the Missionary Society in Surrey Chapel, 13 May 1818.
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dumb idols to serve the l iving and the true God, and to  
wai t  for  hi s  Son from heaven.’ To induce them, by the  
power of ,  per suas ion,  in humble dependence upon the  
bles s ing of  God, to renounce a l l  their  sys tems of  er ror  
for  the  reve la t ion o f  Chr i s t  a s  our  d iv ine  Prophet ;  to  
abandon their r ites, sacr if ices, and penances, for his one  
oblat ion as  our g reat  High Pr ies t ;  and to for sake their  
vicious customs and immoral habits, for obedience to his  
l aw s  a s  K ing  i n  Z ion .  In  f a c t ,  t o  a c comp l i s h  i n  t he  
happy exper ience of the heathen, the descr iptions which  
the pen of  prophecy has  g iven of  the Mess iah and hi s  
k i n gdom ;  t o  a ch i eve  t h e  v i c t o r y  a nnounced  i n  t h e  
myst ic  ter ms of  the f i r s t  promise,  and brui se  the head  
o f  the  se r pent ;  to  c i rcu la te  the  ble s s ing  o f  Abraham’s  
seed through a l l  the f amil ies  of  the ear th;  to br ing the  
gather ings  of  the peoples  unto Shi loh,  a s  the way,  the  
truth, and the l i fe ;  to cause that br ight s tar to r i se up- 
on the benighted par ts of the world, the beam of which  
so confounded the eye of the hirel ing prophet,  that his  
tongue forgot to cur se the host ;  to scatter the fruit s  of  
I s a i a h ’s  rod  and  d i f f u s e  t h e  f r a g r an c e  o f  Je rem i ah ’s  
branch,  over a l l  the f amishing and f a int ing chi ldren of  
t h e  f a l l ;  t o  o p e n  n ew  c h a n n e l s  t h ro u g h  w h i c h  t h e  
cleansing streams of Zechar iah’s fountain, and the vivi- 
fying water s of Ezekiel ’s  r iver, may f low; to prepare for  
t he  coming  o f  Hagga i ’s  de s i re  o f  a l l  n a t ion s ,  and  to  
b r ing  fo r th  the  peop le  s i t t ing  in  da rknes s  and  in  the  
va l l ey  o f  the  shadow o f  dea th ,  to  f ee l  the  en l iven ing  
beams  o f  the  mora l  sun ,  the  dawn o f  wh ich  Ma l ach i  
f o re s aw,  and  t o  c a t ch  t h e  h e a l i n g  v i r t u e s  wh i ch  he  
shakes from the golden plumage of his wings.

Now, such an object  a s socia tes  our  cause,  f i r s t ,  wi th  
the design of the Son of God in redemption. The object 
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of  the Redeemer’s  v i s i t  to our wor ld was  not  to teach  
men the ar t s  and the sc iences ,  not  to ins t ruct  them in  
letter s,  not to introduce the reign of philosophy, not to  
break the yoke of  c iv i l  tyranny,  nor to promulgate the  
best theory of human government; valuable as are these  
ob jec t s  to  the  p re sen t  in te re s t s  o f  mank ind ,  they  a re  
inf initely too low to be the end of the incarnation and  
death of  the Son of  God.  For such pur poses  he would  
not have deigned to approach the hor izon of our globe.  
No,  my  b re th ren ,  the  one  ob j ec t  o f  the  humi l i a t i on  
of the Son of God was the salvation of the human soul;  
and what must be the value of  the sa lvat ion which was  
wor thy  o f  th a t  humi l i a t i on ?  When  Je su s  Chr i s t  ro s e  
f rom the throne of  h i s  g lor y,  i t  was  to aver t  the cur se  
which threatened to sink a guilty world to perdition, to  
roll back the tor rent of damnation, and pour through its  
de se r t ed  channe l s  the  s t re ams  o f  s a l va t ion ;  to  re s cue  
innumerable mil l ions of immor tal  spir i t s  f rom the con- 
sequences of the f a l l ,  and l i f t  them by the power of his  
g race from the borders of the flaming pit to the heavens  
o f  t h e  g re a t  God .  Th i s  wa s  t h e  f avou r i t e  ob j e c t  on  
which his mind reposed from eternity, which he seemed  
in haste to disclose, as soon as the apostacy of man pre- 
sented an oppor tunity;  which he loved to announce to  
the wor ld by the messages  of  the prophets ,  and to ex- 
hibit in shadow, by the sacr if ices of the pr iests, for four  
thousand year s  be fore  i t s  accompl i shment .  In  seek ing  
to  s ave  the  sou l s  o f  the  hea then by  br ing ing  them to  
Chr ist ,  we raise our selves into the dignity of a par tner- 
ship with the Son of  God in these hi s  mighty des igns ;  
we enter into the fel lowship of that Cross which is des- 
t ined  to  occupy e te r n i ty  wi th  the  deve lopment  o f  i t s  
wonder s,  and to f i l l  the univer se with the br ightness of  
its glory.
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Second ly.  Such  an  ob jec t  a s soc i a t e s  our  c au se  wi th  
t h e  u l t i m a t e  e n d  o f  a l l  P rov i d e n t i a l  a r r a n g e m e n t s .  
P rov idence  i s  the  d i rec t ion  o f  a l l  human event s  wi th  
immed i a t e  re f e rence  to  the  k ingdom o f  Chr i s t .  The  
gover nment of  the wor ld ( imper ium in omni imper io)  
ha s  ever  had for  i t s  ob jec t  the  accompl i shment  o f  the  
mediator ia l  scheme. From the f a l l ,  Providence devoted  
i t se l f  to  redempt ion,  and d i rec ted a l l  i t s  energ ie s  and  
resources  to prepare for the cruci f ixion.  Separate f rom  
thi s ,  i t  has  no interes t s  to es tabl i sh in a l l  i t s  sphere of  
ope r a t i on .  Hence  t h e  l a ngu age  o f  ou r  Lo rd :  ‘Thou  
hast  g iven him power over a l l  f lesh,  that he might g ive  
e t e r na l  l i f e  to  a s  many  a s  thou  ha s t  g iven  h im’ ;  and  
hence the echo of the same truth in the wr it ings of his  
a po s t l e :  ‘He  ha th  pu t  a l l  t h ing s  unde r  h i s  f e e t ,  and  
g ave  h im  t o  b e  h e ad  ove r  a l l  t h i ng s  t o  h i s  chu rch .’  
All human events, the revolutions of empires, the change  
of dynasties, the succession of monarchies, the results of  
war, the councils of cabinets, the debates of senates, the  
prog ress  of  di scovery,  the cour se of  invent ion,  in their  
immediate inf luence and remote ef fects ,  are a l l  par ts  of  
tha t  g rea t  p l an  which ha s  for  i t s  ob jec t  to  br ing  men  
t o  C h r i s t .  T h i s  i s  t h e  c e n t r e  w h e re  a l l  t h e s e  l i n e s  
c o nve r g e .  T h e  wo r l d  i s  g i ve n  t o  J e s u s ,  a n d  h e  i s  
i nce s s an t l y  emp loyed  in  b r ing ing  i t  t o  h imse l f .  The  
Baby loni sh ,  the  Per s i an ,  the  Macedonian ,  the  Roman  
conqueror,  each a t  h i s  own proper  per iod ,  and in  h i s  
own proper p lace,  entered upon the s tage,  and though  
‘he  d id  no t  th ink  so,  ne i the r  d id  h i s  hea r t  mean  i t ’ ,  
minis tered to the des igns of  God in redemption.  Li t t le  
d i d  Ju l i u s  Cæ s a r  imag i n e,  when  t h e  wh i t e  c l i f f s  o f  
Br i ta in,  g l i t ter ing in the sun, excited his  ambit ion and  
drew him across the Channel,  for what purpose he dis-
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embarked h i s  l eg ions  on our  coas t ;  but  we know tha t  
i t  was to open a door through which the Gospel might  
enter our beloved country. Litt le did the spir i t  of com- 
merc i a l  en te r p r i s e  imag ine,  when  u rged  on ly  by  the  
au r i  s a c r a  f ames ,  i t  f i xed  i t s  e s t ab l i shment s  nea r  the  
mouth of  the Hoogley,  or on the banks of  the Ganges,  
tha t  i t  was  sent  th i ther  a s  the forerunner  of  Chr i s t i an  
m i s s i ona r i e s .  L i t t l e  doe s  the  gen iu s  o f  wa r  imag ine,  
when impel l ing i t s  mad votar ie s  to  new contes t s ,  tha t  
Chr ist ianity is  fol lowing at a distance, in the rear of i t s  
victor ious armies,  to plant her s tat ions on the f ie lds of  
their  encampment,  to bear  away the best  of  the spoi l s ,  
and as sume the dominion which other  potentates  have  
lost .  Litt le did Columbus imag ine, when with his  hear t  
b ig  wi th h i s  mighty  pro jec t s ,  he  walked in  s i l ence on  
the shores of Andalusia, and watched the star of evening  
go down the wester n sky,  who i t  was that  dictated the  
pur pose to explore the reg ion which she went night ly  
to v i s i t  on the other  s ide of  the At lant ic.  We l ive a t  a  
t ime when a l l  these events  are  c lear ly  seen to connect  
t h ems e l ve s  w i t h  t h e  g r a nd  pu r po s e  o f  Je hovah ,  ‘ t o  
b r i n g  a l l  men  t o  Ch r i s t .’ And  t h e  p eop l e  o f  f u t u re  
generat ions wi l l  a s  c lear ly di scer n the same re lat ion in  
the  c i rcums t ance s  o f  our  day.  Beho ld ,  then ,  the  po- 
s i t i on  o c cup i ed  by  t h e  f r i e nd s  o f  m i s s i on s .  We  a re  
fo l lowing in the rear  of  Providence,  pur suing the ver y  
line of its march, moving when and where it moves, like  
the children of Israel in obedience to the cloudy pi l lar,  
avai l ing our selves of a l l  the advantages i t  throws in our  
way, and embracing in our plans every favourable occur- 
rence which we perceive in the univer sal  history of the  
globe.

Th i rd l y.  Such  an  ob j e c t  a s s o c i a t e s  ou r  c au s e  w i t h 
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the best  interes t s  of  the human race.  I f  by the bless ing  
of  God upon our labour s ,  we succeed in drawing men  
away from their idolatry to Chr ist, we save their immor- 
tal souls from death, and provide them with a blissful and  
g lo r iou s  e t e r n i t y.  The re  a re  no t  wan t ing  tho s e  who  
would restr ict our benevolence to the temporal interests  
of  mankind.  Civi l i se  the savage,  say they,  cul t ivate  hi s  
intel lect ,  teach him to t i l l  the g round, and del iver him  
f rom the ga l l ing fe t ter s  o f  s l aver y,  but  leave a lone h i s  
re l ig ion.  Yes ,  such an admonit ion i s  in  character  with  
the man who, having himsel f  no par t  in Chr i s t ,  would  
g ladly f ind himsel f  countenanced in the dreadful  def i- 
c iency by the univer sa l  suf f rages  of  a  world of  a thei s t s  
o r  i do l a t e r s .  S u ch  a  s c a n t l i n g  ph i l a n t h ropy,  i f  t h a t  
indeed may be  ca l l ed  phi l anthropy which propose s  to  
l e ave  men  w i thou t  God ,  and  Chr i s t ,  and  hope,  may  
s a t i s fy  the  ab jec t  c reep ing  sp i r i t  o f  in f ide l i ty,  which ,  
beyond the v i s ible  heavens ,  see s  nothing to  expect  or  
f e a r,  bu t  i t  w i l l  no t  do  fo r  the  lo f t y  benevo lence  o f  
Chr ist ianity, which soar s upon the wing of f aith ti l l  she  
beholds the unseen world, adapts the plan of her opera- 
t i on  to  the  s c a l e  o f  e t e r n i t y,  and  pu r sue s  i t  w i th  an  
energy inspired by a  v iew of  heaven on the one hand,  
and of hell on the other.

Suppose,  tha t  out  o f  compl iment  to  the  mocker s  o f  
missionary zeal ,  we rel inquished its  highest,  and indeed  
i t s  ident i fy ing object ,  and conf ined our  e f for t s  exc lu- 
s ively to civi l i sa t ion,  sending the plough and the loom  
ins tead of  the Cross ,  and that  upon thi s  reduced sca le  
of  operat ion we were as  success ful  as  could be des ired,  
ti l l  we had raised the man of the woods into the man of  
the ci ty,  and e levated the savage into the sage,  what ,  I  
a sk ,  should  we e f fec t ,  v iewing man,  a s  wi th  the  New 
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Testament in our hands we must view him, in the whole  
r a n g e  o f  h i s  e x i s t e n c e ?  We  m ay  p o u r  t h e  l i g h t  o f  
s c i ence  on  h i s  pa th ,  and  s t rew i t  wi th  the  f lower s  o f  
l i te ra ture,  but  i f  we leave h im to the dominion of  h i s  
v i ce s ,  i t  i s  s t i l l  the  pa th  to  pe rd i t ion .  We may  t each  
him to f are sumptuously every day; but alas,  this ,  in his  
case, is only like offer ing viands to the wretch who is on  
his  way to the place of execution. We may str ip off  his  
sheep-skin kaross ,  and clothe him with purple and f ine  
l inen, but i t  i s  only to a id him, l ike Dives ,  to move in  
s t a t e  t o  t h e  t o r men t s  o f  t h e  d amned .  We  may  r a i s e  
the  scu lp tured  monument  over  h i s  bones ,  in  p l ace  o f  
the  ea r th ly  h i l lock  in  the  wi lder ne s s ,  bu t  though h i s  
a s he s  repo s e  i n  g r andeu r,  t h e  wor m th a t  neve r  d i e s  
w i l l  fo r  eve r  devour  h i s  sou l ,  amid s t  the  f l ames  tha t  
can  never  be  ex t ingu i shed .  In  c iv i l i s a t ion ,  we confe r  
a  b o o n  w h i c h  i s  v a l u a b l e  w h i l e  i t  l a s t s ;  b u t  i t  i s  
a  boon  wh ich  the  sou l  d rop s  a s  s he  s t ep s  a c ro s s  t he  
con f ine s  o f  the  un seen  wor ld ,  and  then  pa s s e s  on  to  
wande r  t h rough  e t e r n i t y,  ‘w re t ched ,  and  m i s e r ab l e ,  
and  poor,  and  b l ind ,  and  naked .’ But  l e t  u s  a im f i r s t  
to save the soul ,  by br ing ing i t  under the inf luence of  
Chr is t ianity,  and then as  we advance to the end of our  
exer t ions  we sha l l  not  f a i l  to scat ter  a long the path of  
our benevolence a l l  the seeds of  c ivi l i sa t ion and socia l  
order.

I t  i s  a  mere  a s sumpt ion  de s t i tu t e  o f  a l l  p roo f ,  tha t  
such tr ibes as those of South Afr ica, and the inhabitants  
of the South Sea Is lands, could be civi l i sed without the  
a id  of  re l ig ion:  but  i t  i s  not  an a s sumpt ion,  for  expe- 
r i ence  proves  the  f ac t ,  tha t  in  the i r  s avage  s t a te  they  
are capable of  receiving the gospel .  And who needs to  
be informed that the pr inciples of true rel ig ion contain 
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the  ge r m o f  a l l  tha t  i s  po l i shed ,  a s  we l l  a s  a l l  tha t  i s  
exce l l en t ,  i n  human  na tu re.  Re l i g ion  i s  s t r i c t l y  and  
e s s en t i a l l y  a  c iv i l i s ing  p roce s s .  By  f a i th ,  the  mind  i s  
r a i sed  above the  debas ing tyranny of  sens ible  ob jec t s ,  
and  s en sua l  g r a t i f i c a t ion s ;  by  hope,  the  in f luence  o f  
present and press ing impulse i s  control led by the pros- 
pect of future benef its; love establishes a law of kindness  
in  the breas t ,  by which the i ra sc ible  pas s ions  are  sub- 
dued,  and thus  the e lements  of  barbar i sm are expel led  
whenever  the  soul  i s  brought  in to union wi th Chr i s t ;  
industry is  enjoined by the weight of a heavenly autho- 
r i t y,  and  en forced  by  mot ive s  o f  e t e r na l  impor t ance,  
wh i l e  t he  i n t e l l e c t  s ub l ima t ed  and  qu i ckened  by  i t s  
communion with immater ial objects, is prepared to star t  
in the career of endless improvement.

I f ,  t h en ,  you  wou ld  conve r t  t h e  w i l d e r ne s s  i n to  a  
garden,  le t  the f i r s t  t ree you plant  in i t  be the t ree of  
l i fe,  and you shal l  not long see i t  skir ted by the nett le  
and  the  br i a r,  much le s s  l ike  the  po i son t ree  o f  Java ,  
sha l l  i t  s t and the  cent re  o f  a  c i rc le  o f  dea th ,  but  you  
s h a l l  b eho ld  i t  d ropp ing  i t s  f r u i t  f o r  t he  l i f e  o f  t he  
wor ld ,  and  shedd ing  i t s  l e ave s  fo r  the  hea l ing  o f  the  
nat ions,  while civi l i sat ion shal l ,  with feeble and tender  
ar ms,  c la sp i t s  t runk,  and be ra i sed by i t s  suppor t  into  
notice and strength.

I I .  L e t  u s  n ow  c o n s i d e r  t h e  g r a n d  i n s t r u m e n t  o f  
Missionary exer tions. This i s  the doctr ine of the Cross:  
‘And I ,  when I  am l i f ted up f rom the ear th,  wi l l  draw  
men unto me.’

I t  wa s  ev i den t l y  ou r  Lo rd ’s  i n t en t i on  to  rep re s en t  
the conver s ion of  the nat ions  not  mere ly  a s  a  c i rcum- 
stance that would fol low his death in the mere order of 
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t ime,  bu t  a s  a  con sequence  connec ted  wi th  i t  in  the  
order of cause and effect.

Thi s  day do we see something resembl ing the sp len- 
did f able to ld of  Constant ine’s  conver s ion.  Ye host s  of  
our  Br i t i sh  I s r ae l ,  mar sha l l ed  a round th i s  pu lp i t ,  and  
confedera ted in the mighty enter pr i se  of  wres t ing the  
empire of the world from the pr ince of darkness, behold  
the  Cro s s  su spended  in  the  f i r mament  o f  reve l a t ion ,  
radiant with i t s  own br ightness ,  and inscr ibed with the  
au sp i c iou s  mot to,  ‘By  th i s  conque r.’ Ye s ,  t h i s  i s  t he  
emblem which  mus t  wave  a lone  in  ou r  banne r,  ‘ and  
to  i t  sha l l  the  Gent i l e s  s eek .’ I  p reach  ano the r  and  a  
t r ue  c r usade  to  the  hea then wor ld ;  f a r  d i f f e rent  f rom  
that convuls ive mania which, in the midnight of super- 
s t i t ion ,  d i s turbed the  s lumber s  o f  the  g lobe,  and l ike  
a  vo lcano,  prec ip i t a ted a l l  Europe in  a  s t a te  o f  fu s ion  
upon the val leys of Judea.  Our object i s  not to recover  
the holy sepulchre from the possess ion of  heret ics ,  but  
to  make known the death of  h im that  descended to i t  
to  wres t  the  keys  o f  empire  f rom the  k ing  o f  te r ror s :  
the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, as the sword,  
the spear,  and the batt le  axe;  but spir i tual ,  as  the doc- 
t r ine s  o f  the  go spe l  exh ib i t ed  in  the  s e r mons  o f  our  
miss ionar ies ;  the l ine of  our march wil l  not be marked  
by ensanguined f ie lds ,  and the reign of  desolat ion, but  
by  t h e  comfo r t s  o f  c iv i l i s a t i on  and  t h e  b l e s s i ng s  o f  
Chr is t ianity.  We shal l  not be fol lowed in our career by  
the groans of dying war r iors, and the shr ieks of bereaved  
widows, but by the songs of redeemed s inner s ,  and the  
shouts  of  enraptured angels ;  our laurel s  wi l l  be s ta ined  
wi th  no blood but  tha t  o f  the  Lamb o f  God,  and be- 
dropped with no tear s  but  those of  peni tence and joy; 



94	 works of john angell james volume i�

our spoi l s  wi l l  consi s t  not of  bi t s  of  the true Cross ,  or  
shreds  of  the Virg in ’s  robe,  but  re jected idol s  and the  
regenerated souls of those who once adored them.

I t  w i l l  b e  impor t an t  unde r  t h i s  he ad  o f  d i s cou r s e,  
f i r s t ,  To s ta te  what  i s  e s sent ia l ly  inc luded in the doc- 
tr ine of the Cross.  It  includes, of necessi ty, the manner  
of Chr ist’s death. The sacred histor ian having conducted  
us to Calvary, and pointed to its  summit, exclaims with  
p regnan t  s imp l i c i t y—‘and  the re  they  c r uc i f i ed  h im.’  
Cruc i f ix ion was  not  only  the  most  agoni s ing ,  but  the  
mo s t  i g nom in i ou s  d e a t h .  By  t h e  Jew i s h  l aw  i t  wa s  
pronounced accursed, and by the jur isprudence of Rome  
i t  was employed as  the besom of destruct ion, by which  
the v i le s t  o f  s l aves  and cr imina l s  might  be swept  f rom  
the face of the ear th, ‘as the f i lth and off-scour ing of all  
t h i n g s .’ H e n c e  C i c e ro,  i n  h i s  i m p a s s i o n e d  o r a t i o n  
against  Ver res ,  reserves i t  as  the very s t ing of his  accu- 
sation against the Prætor, that he had dared to crucify a  
Roman c i t i zen ,  and on th i s  g round invokes  the  Con- 
s c r ip t  f a the r s  to  appea s e  the  in su l t ed  ma j e s t y  o f  the  
commonwea l th  by  puni sh ing  the  gu i l ty  author  o f  her  
d i s g r a ce.  And  d id s t  t hou ,  who  a r t  t he  b r i gh tne s s  o f  
thy  Fa ther ’s  g lor y,  humble  thyse l f  to  the  dea th  o f  the  
Cro s s ?  Ye s ,  thou  d id s t ,  bu t  by  tha t  Cro s s  thou  sha l t  
conquer the world.

The  de s i gn  o f  Chr i s t ’s  d e a th ,  a s  an  a tonemen t  f o r  
s in ,  i s  e s sent ia l ly  inc luded in th i s  doctr ine.  I t  appear s  
to me to be one of the myster ies in the world of mind,  
that  the doctr ine of  the atonement should be di sputed  
by any who profess assent to the testimony of revelation.  
Have they ever  read with a t tent ion the language of  St  
Pau l ?  ‘Whom God ha th  se t  for th  to  be  a  propi t i a t ion  
through f a i th in his  blood, to declare his  r ighteousness 
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for the remiss ion of s ins that are past ,  through the for- 
bea r ance  o f  God .  To  dec l a re,  I  s ay,  a t  th i s  t ime,  h i s  
r ighteousnes s :  tha t  he  might  be  ju s t ,  and the  jus t i f i e r  
o f  h im wh ich  be l i eve th  in  Je su s .’ How i s  i t  po s s i b l e  
to  avoid  see ing the  g rea t  t r u th for  which we are  now  
contending in thi s  most  convincing pas sage,  where,  in  
the compass of two ver ses,  i t  i s  thr ice aff irmed that the  
end of  Chr i s t ’s  death was  a  dec lara t ion of  jus t ice?  For  
in what  other way than as  an atonement hi s  blood can  
be a manifestation of justice, it  must confound even the  
ingenious  sp i r i t  of  er ror  to infor m us .  The atonement  
is not so much a doctr ine of Scr ipture, as the very Scr ip- 
ture i t se l f ,  and i f  i t  be removed, leaves a l l  that  remains  
a s  incoherent  and unmeaning a s  the  l eave s  which the  
Sybil dispersed to the wind.

The  d iv in i ty  o f  Chr i s t ’s  pe r son ,  a s  cons t i tu t ing  the  
value of his satisf action, appears to me to be an essential  
p a r t  o f  t h i s  s y s t e m  o f  t r u t h .  W h i l e  t h e  h o p e  o f  a  
gu i l ty  wor ld  can re s t  nowhere  e l se  than on an a tone- 
men t ,  th a t  i n  i t s  t u r n ,  c an  be  suppor t ed  by  no th ing  
shor t  o f  the  Rock of  Ages :  and hence i t  i s  tha t  these  
two are so often exhibited in the Word of God in close  
connexion with each other.  I t  was  he ‘who was in the  
for m of  God,  and thought  i t  not  robber y  to  be  equa l  
wi th God,  that  humbled himse l f  and became obedient  
un to  de a th ,  even  the  de a th  o f  t h e  Cro s s .’ I t  wa s  he  
‘who  wa s  be fo re  a l l  t h ing s ,  and  by  whom a l l  t h ing s  
consist, that made peace through the blood of the Cross.’  
I t  wa s  h e  ‘ w h o  wa s  t h e  b r i g h t n e s s  o f  t h e  F a t h e r ’s  
g lo r y,  and  the  expre s s  image  o f  h i s  pe r son ,  and  tha t  
upholdeth a l l  things by the word of  hi s  power,  that  by  
h imse l f  purged our  s ins .’ I t  should not  be over looked,  
how closely connected with the divinity of Chr ist ,  and 
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how dependent  upon i t ,  i s  the succes s  o f  the cause  of  
miss ions.  This  cause with a l l  which i t  involves ,  i s  sup- 
po r t ed  by  t h e  powe r  o f  Je s u s .  ‘The  p l e a s u re  o f  t h e  
L o rd  i s  i n  h i s  h a n d .’ ‘ T h e  g ove r n m e n t  i s  u p o n  h i s  
s h o u l d e r s .’ ‘ T h e  F a t h e r  h a t h  m a d e  h i m  t o  b e  h e a d  
ove r  a l l  t h ing s  t o  h i s  chu rch .’ ‘A l l  power  i n  he aven  
and  ea r th  i s  g iven  to  h im.’ Do we,  then ,  depend  fo r  
succes s  upon the energ ie s  o f  a  mere crea ture?  I s  i t  an  
arm of f lesh alone that we must look to for suppor t and  
conques t ?  Then ,  indeed ,  may  we sound the  s i gna l  o f  
re t rea t  to  our  Mi s s ionar ie s ,  d i s so lve  our  Soc ie ty,  and  
abandon  to  S a t an  the  f i e l d  o f  con f l i c t .  Bu t  we  have  
not so lear ned Chr is t ;  we bel ieve him to be the omni- 
potent  and the omnisc ient  God.  In  h im we t r us t ,  and  
shall not be ashamed.

Essential to the doctr ine of the Cross is the g ratuitous  
m a n n e r  m  w h i c h  i t s  b l e s s i n g s  a r e  b e s t owe d .  ‘ A s  
Moses  l i f ted up the ser pent in the wi lder ness ,  so must  
the Son of  man be l i f ted up,  that  whosoever  be l ieveth  
i n  h im  m igh t  no t  p e r i s h ,  bu t  h ave  eve r l a s t i n g  l i f e .’  
‘ I t  i s  o f  f a i t h  t h a t  i t  m i gh t  b e  by  g r a c e.’ L e ave  ou t  
the justif ication of the soul by f aith alone, and you send  
to the heathen but a lying resemblance of the Cross.

And to complete  the  scr ip tura l  v iew of  th i s  subl ime  
Compendium of truth, it is necessary we should include  
i t s  moral  tendency and design as  respects  the hear t  and  
conduct of  those by whom it  i s  received.  ‘ I  am Cruci- 
f ied,’ sa id the Apost le,  ‘with Chr ist ,’ earnest ly desir ing,  
‘ tha t  I  may know him, and the power of  h i s  re sur rec- 
t ion,  and the fe l lowship of  h i s  su f fer ings ;  be ing made  
conformable unto his death.’

I t  i s  no t  one  o f  t h e s e ,  bu t  a l l  o f  t h em comb ined ,  
which for m the doct r ine  o f  the  Cros s .  Take e i ther  o f 
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them away and the  a rch i s  de s t royed,  a l l  the  re s t  s ink  
together  to  the  dus t ,  a  mas s  o f  sp lendid  r u ins ,  a  heap  
o f  c r umbl ing  f r agment s .  Wi thout  the  a tonement ,  the  
f act  of  the cruci f ixion appear s  to me, a dark unintel l i- 
g ib l e  inexp l i c ab l e  spo t  upon  the  page  o f  reve l a t ion ,  
connec t ing  no th ing ,  suppor t ing  no th ing ,  exp l a in ing  
no th ing :  the  a tonement  wi thout  the  de i ty  o f  Chr i s t ,  
want s  both  the  impres s  and the  va lue  to  secure  for  i t  
conf idence ;  and acceptance o f  the  a tonement  and the  
deity of Chr ist ,  without the just i f icat ion of the soul by  
f aith, leaves the system without any link which can con- 
nec t  i t  w i th  the  expe r i ence  o f  t he  s i nne r ;  wh i l e  a l l  
toge ther  would  be  o f  no ava i l  in  h i s  s a lva t ion ,  un le s s  
they secured his sanctification.

2 .  I  s h a l l  n ow  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  v a r i o u s  p owe r s  o f  
a t t r a c t i on  wh i ch  t h e  do c t r i n e  o f  t h e  C ro s s  e xe r t s .  
The  s tupendou s  f a c t  a r re s t s  and  f i xe s  t he  a t t en t ion .  
The human mind,  e specia l ly  in  i t s  r uder  s ta te s ,  where  
t h e re  i s  s u ch  a  p re ponde r an c e  o f  imag i n a t i on  ove r  
re a son ,  i s  much  more  ea s i l y  and  power fu l l y  wrought  
upon by a  nar ra t ion of  f act s  than a  s ta tement of  pr in- 
c ip l e s ;  and  the  who le  f ab r i c  o f  Chr i s t i an i t y,  bo th  a s  
to  doc t r ine s  and  du t i e s ,  i s  founded  upon a  f a c t ;  and  
th a t  f a c t ,  d r awn ou t  in to  de t a i l s  more  touch ing  and  
tender  than can be found in any hi s tor y or  in any ro- 
mance. The l i fe and the death of the ‘man of sor rows’ ,  
to a l l  the sobr iety and power of  t ruth,  unite the f asc i- 
na t ion  o f  f i c t ion .  The  ve i l ed  sp l endour  o f  h i s  de i t y,  
o c c a s i ona l l y  bu r s t i ng  t h rough  i t s  t h i n  d i s gu i s e ,  and  
i r rad ia t ing the g loom of  h i s  pover ty ;  the extremity of  
h i s  su f f e r ing s ,  and  the  hear t -a f f ec t ing  meeknes s  wi th  
which he bore them; the perfection of his vir tues, toge- 
ther  wi th  the  unre lent ing  c r ue l ty  o f  h i s  enemies ;  the 
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mys te r ious  combina t ion o f  g lor y  and meannes s  in  h i s  
per son and l i fe ;  the garden of  Gethsemane;  the scenes  
of Pi late’s  hal l ,  and the mount of Calvary, g ive a mag ic  
powe r  t o  t he  s t o r y  o f  t h e  Cro s s ;  bu t  when  we  thu s  
know that  th i s  was  the incar nat ion and cruc i f ix ion of  
the Son of God for a world of s inner s,  we ar r ive at the  
acme of al l  that is  marvel lous, and interesting, and sub- 
l ime. His tor y in i t s  most  extraordinar y nar rat ions ,  and  
imag ina t ion  in  i t s  l o f t i e s t  f l i gh t s ,  a re  bo th  l e f t  i n f i - 
n i t e l y  beh ind .  When  wi th  devou t  con temp l a t ion  we  
have been engaged in surveying this stupendous f act, we  
fee l ,  in tur ning away to other  object s ,  jus t  a s  the man  
does who has  been gazing upon the unclouded sun,  so  
dazz l ed  wi th  exce s s  o f  l i gh t ,  a s  to  pe rce ive  no  o ther  
ob j ec t ,  wha teve r  i t s  magn i tude  o r  sp l endour.  We no  
longer  wonder  a t  the  re sea rche s  o f  the  prophet s ,  nor  
feel any surpr ise that the angels should quit every foun- 
tain of celestial knowledge to look upon the Cross.

Conceive then,  my hearer s ,  the ef fect  of  thi s  wonder  
o f  wonder s  upon the  minds  o f  the  poor  pagans ,  who,  
after having been conversant al l  their l ives with nothing  
but the despicable puer i l i t ies  of  a  barbarous s tate,  hear  
for the f ir s t  t ime of the death of the Son of God. ‘ ’Tis  
th i s ,’ s a id  our  Mis s ionar y,  Ebner,  speaking of  the wi ld  
Bushmen, ‘ ’t i s  thi s  that  exci tes  their  admirat ion,  melt s  
them into tear s ,  and breaks  the i r  hear t s .’ I f  then,  you  
wou ld  a r re s t  t h e  s avage  o f  t he  de s e r t ;  i f  you  wou ld  
deta in  h im f rom the chase ;  i f  you would r ive t  h im to  
the spot ,  and hold h im in the power of  a  spe l l  tha t  i s  
a l together new to him, do not beg in with cold abstrac- 
t i on s  o f  mor a l  du t i e s  o r  t heo log i c a l  t r u th s ;  bu t  t e l l  
him of Chr ist crucif ied, and you shall see his once vacant  
countenance enlivened by the feelings of a new and deep 
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interest ,  and the tear-drop gl i s tening in the eye unused  
to weep; and shal l  witness  the evi l  spir i t  depar t ing out  
of  the man, as  he drops one by one from his  hand, the  
murderous  weapons  wi th  which  he  l a te ly  would  have  
sought your life.

A s  an  exh ib i t ion  o f  unpa r a l l e l ed  love,  i t  me l t s  and  
c ap t iva t e s  the  hea r t .  The  Cro s s  ha s  been  beau t i fu l l y  
denominated the noon-tide of everlasting love, the mer i- 
d i an  sp l endour  o f  e t e r na l  mercy.  The  s a c red  wr i t e r s  
never  seem to l abour  so  much for  expres s ion a s  when  
se t t ing for th thi s  myster y.  ‘Herein,’ sa id one,  ‘ i s  love’ ;  
as if , til l God gave his Son, men had never seen anything  
that  deserved the name of love.  John cal l s  i t  the mani- 
fe s ta t ion of  love,  a s  i f  nothing more now remained to  
be  known o f  love  in  any  age  o r  any  wor ld ;  wh i l e  S t  
Pau l  speak s  o f  i t  a s  the  commenda t ion  o f  l ove,  a s  i f  
nothing more could now ever be said upon the subject.  
Jesus Chr ist,  in descr ibing this act of divine mercy, uses  
th i s  remarkabl e  empha s i s ,  ‘God  so  loved  the  wor ld ’ :  
impor t ing  tha t  th i s  i s  a  demons t r a t ion  o f  love  which  
wil l  send rapturous sur pr i se to the remotest  world that  
Omnipotence  ha s  for med.  In  shor t ,  a l l  we can  s ay  o f  
thi s  here i s ,  that  i t  i s  inef f able;  a l l  we know of i t ,  that  
i t  p a s s e th  knowledge.  Now,  my  b re th ren ,  t h e re  i s  a  
mighty power in love. He that knows al l  the mechanism  
of the human mind, has told us,  that ‘ the cords of love  
a r e  t h e  b a n d s  o f  a  m a n .’ T h a t  h e a r t ,  w h i c h  w r a p s  
i t s e l f  up  i n  the  cove r ing  o f  a  s t ubbo r n  and  re ck l e s s  
de spa i r  aga ins t  the  a t t acks  o f  sever i ty,  l ike  the  f lower  
which closes its petals at the approach of the angry blast,  
wi l l  put  for th  a l l  the  be t te r  par t s  o f  i t s  na ture  to  the  
smi l e s  o f  l ove,  l i ke  the  t endr i l s  o f  the  s e a  anemone,  
when i t  fee l s  the f i r s t  wave of  the retur ning t ide upon 
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i t s  n a t ive  rock .  Th ink  then  o f  t he  a t t r a c t i on  o f  t he  
Cross, when the love which it exhibits is seen and felt by  
a mind under the inf luence of the Spir i t  of  God. What  
was  i t ,  my heare r s ,  tha t  me l ted  your  ha rd  and  f rozen  
hea r t s  in to  pen i tence,  and  g ra t i tude,  and  love?  What  
wa s  i t  tha t  d rew you away  f rom your  s in s ?  What  was  
i t  tha t  b rought  you a s  wi l l ing  cap t ive s  to  the  f ee t  o f  
Je s u s ?  I t  wa s  t h e  l ove  o f  God  be s e e ch ing  you  upon  
the summit of Calvary, and with open arms bidding you  
welcome to the hear t  of  Dei ty.  Ever ything e l se  uni ted  
to  repe l  you;  the ter ror s  o f  ju s t ice  pet r i f ied  you with  
hor ror,  and despair  was binding you more c lose ly than  
ever to your sins, till divine mercy appeared and told you  
there  was  hope for  the  gui l ty.  And sha l l  not  the  same  
at tract ion be fe l t ,  do you think, in pagan realms? Shal l  
t h i s  h e ave n l y  m a g n e t  l o s e  i t s  p owe r  t h e r e ?  O  n o ;  
many  c i r c ums t a n c e s  un i t e  t o  i n c re a s e  i t s  i n f l u en c e  
amongs t  those  mi se rable  t r ibe s .  Does  i t  he ighten  the  
love  o f  God to  cons ide r  the  meannes s  o f  i t s  ob jec t s ?  
What then must be the views of it which the poor Hot- 
t en to t s  w i l l  en te r t a in ,  whom the i r  Dutch  oppre s so r s  
have  taught  to  cons ider  themse lves  a s  l i t t l e  above the  
l eve l  o f  the  baboons  and  monkeys  o f  the  woods !  and  
which the wretched Chandalahs of  the East  wil l  enter- 
tain, who are considered unworthy to look upon the face  
of a Brahmin, when they are informed that God so loved  
them, as to g ive his Son to die upon the Cross for them?  
Does the gui l t  of  i t s  objects  heighten the love of God,  
and render  i t  more  and more a s toni sh ing ,  how wi l l  i t  
appear  to the South Sea I s lander,  who so la te ly  r ioted  
in the brute violence of the passions, gorged his cannibal  
appetite with the flesh of the man he had murdered, and  
offered human blood in sacr if ice to demons, when he is 
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informed that God so loved him as to g ive his Son to die  
upon the Cross for him? And then there is  another cir- 
cumstance which must add to the attraction of the Cross  
in heathen countr ies .  One of the prevai l ing features of  
a l l  idolatr y i s  cruel ty ;  and for  thi s  p la in reason:  When  
man los t  the knowledge of  God,  he cas t  h i s  de i t ie s  in  
the mould of  hi s  own imag inat ion,  and animated them  
with the disposi t ions of  his  own hear t .  The prototypes  
of all the idols in the Pantheon were found in the human  
bosom;  and because  mercy  had  no a l t a r  in  the  l a t t e r,  
she therefore had no statue in the former. Go, Chr istian  
mis s ionar y,  to  the dark p laces  o f  the ear th ,  which are  
full  of the habitations of cruelty, and to those who have  
never associated any other idea with Deity than inexo- 
r able  c r ue l ty,  and  never  contempla ted  the i r  gods  bu t  
wi th uncontro l l able  ter ror,  proc la im that  God i s  love;  
and by a l l  the sof t  a l lurements  of  heavenly g race,  draw  
them away f rom the hideous  f rowning object s  of  thei r  
homage, to the Father of Mercies.

A s  a  s y s t em  o f  med i a t i on ,  i t  a l l ay s  t h e  f e a r s  o f  a  
guilty conscience, and draws the soul into conf idence in  
God .  Hi s to r y  in fo r ms  u s  tha t  the  g rea te r  pa r t  o f  the  
re l i g i on  o f  a l l  i do l a t rou s  n a t i on s ,  bo th  anc i en t  and  
modern, has consisted of r i tes of deprecation and expi- 
ation—a plain proof , in my opinion, that no nation ever  
considered penitence and obedience to be suf f ic ient to  
sa t i s fy  the demands of  an of fended dei ty.  So f ar  a s  the  
te s t imony of  h i s tor y  and exper ience goes ,  the  idea  o f  
retr ibutive just ice,  as  an at tr ibute of the Divine Being,  
seems f a r  more ea s i ly  deducible  by a  s inner,  f rom the  
l ight  of  nature,  than that  of  mercy.  What ,  I  a sk,  i s  the  
meaning o f  a l l  those  bloody sac r i f i ce s ,  and r i te s ,  and  
penances ,  which have been mult ipl ied without number 
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i n  t h e  r i t u a l  o f  i do l a t r y ?  They  a re  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  a  
gui l ty  but  bl inded conscience,  g roping,  in the hour of  
its extremity, after some atonement on which to roll the  
burden of i t s  s ins ,  and seeking some sat i s f act ion to the  
justice it has offended, by which its fears may be allayed,  
and on the g round of which i t  may have conf idence in  
re spec t  o f  the  pa s t .  No sooner  doe s  a  mi s s iona r y  s e t  
his foot on any part of the heathen world, than innumer- 
able objects seem to ask him, with deep and lengthened  
empha s i s ,  ‘How sha l l  man  be  j u s t  w i th  God? ’ He re,  
then, is the attraction of the Cross: it removes every ob- 
s tac le  out  of  the way of  the s inner ’s  approach to God;  
it puts an author ised and perfect satisfaction to justice in  
hi s  hand,  with which he may venture to the ver y foot  
of the eternal throne, and g ives him that boldness which  
ar ises from a perception that God has not more effectu- 
a l ly provided for the s inner’s  sa lvat ion, than he has for  
the glory of  hi s  own at tr ibutes ,  government,  and laws:  
in  shor t ,  tha t  he i s  both ‘ jus t  and the jus t i f ie r  o f  h im  
that believeth in Jesus.’

By admitt ing an individual  appropr iat ion of i t s  bene- 
f i t s ,  i t  a ppe a l s  t o  a l l  t h e  f e e l i ng s  o f  s e l f - reg a rd  and  
pe r sona l  in te re s t .  I t  i s  the  g lo r y  o f  the  Gospe l ,  tha t ,  
whi le  i t  makes  an  ample  provi s ion for  the  wor ld ,  and  
invites  the whole f amily of  man to the feas t ,  i t  lays  a l l  
i t s  bles s ings at  the feet  of  every individual  to whom it  
comes, and tel ls him that they are al l  for him, if he will  
a c c ep t  t h em .  I t  do e s  no t  a pp r a i s e  t h e  va l u e  o f  t h e  
human race by a method of calculation founded only on  
the mass of mankind, but represents every individual as  
an  ob jec t  o f  in f in i t e  impor t ance,  and  o f  d i s t inc t  and  
separa te  cons idera t ion  in  the  v iew o f  In f in i te  Mercy.  
Think of the effect of this upon the mind of an obscure 
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pagan, who, amidst  the mil l ions around him and above  
h im ,  h a s  no  i de a  o f  h i s  own  ind iv idua l  impor t ance ;  
who, by a long ser ies of cruel oppressions, has begun to  
lose a l l  se l f-respect;  who, under the debasing inf luence  
o f  t y r anny,  ha s  reconc i l ed  h imse l f  to  the  though t  o f  
h av ing  no  s epa r a t e  de s t iny  o r  a ccoun t ab i l i t y,  and  o f  
be ing a  mere  appendage to  the  e s tabl i shment  o f  some  
lord ly  mas te r.  I  s ay,  conce ive  the  e f fec t  o f  the  gospe l  
upon thi s  man’s  mind,  when led for th by a  mis s ionar y  
to Mount Calvary, and told that, if he believe the truth,  
the Son of God died upon the Cross for him, for no child  
of  Adam rather than for him, as  much for him as  i f  he  
stood alone in need of a Saviour, and that al l  the bless- 
ings of sa lvat ion shal l  centre and sett le in him. Do you  
th ink there  i s  no a t t r ac t ion here?  Yes ,  and cou ld  you  
fo l low th i s  man home to  h i s  hut ,  you would  see  h im  
ponder ing the mystery in the pensive attitude of thought,  
or  repeat ing i t  to  h imse l f  in  a l l  the gar ru l i ty  of  igno- 
rance, or collecting around him his domestic circle, and  
telling it to them in the first raptures of surprise.

By the  su i t ablenes s  and  cer t a in ty  o f  i t s  b le s s ing s ,  i t  
awakens  hope,  and  e s t abl i she s  f a i th .  F rom the  Cros s ,  
a s  the  t ree  o f  l i f e,  h ang  in  ma tu r i t y  and  abundance,  
a l l  those fruit s  of  g race which are necessar y to the sa l- 
va t ion of  the  soul .  Are  we gui l ty,  here  i s  pardon.  Are  
we rebe l s  aga in s t  God,  here  i s  reconc i l i a t ion .  Are  we  
condemned,  here i s  jus t i f ica t ion.  Are we unholy,  here  
i s  sanct i f icat ion.  Are we ag i ta ted with conscious gui l t ,  
here i s  peace for a wounded spir i t .  Here every cur ious  
enqu i r y  which  the  mind  migh t  o r ig ina te  concer n ing  
God,  and the soul ,  and death,  and eter ni ty,  and mora l  
obligation, and personal accountability, is answered satis- 
f ac tor i ly,  and  se t  a t  re s t  fo r  ever.  With  what  f ee l ing s 
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mus t  an  in te l l i gen t  hea then  approach  h i s  f ina l  c a t a s - 
trophe. He has seen his  ancestor s  go down to the dust ,  
and of ten,  when s tanding upon their  g raves ,  has  fe l t  a  
d i s t re s s ing so l ic i tude,  which nothing could re l ieve,  to  
know something of that  s tate of  being into which they  
pa s sed  when they  van i shed  f rom the  ea r th .  At  l ength  
his own turn has ar r ived, and he too must die. Whither  
i s  he  go ing ?  Wha t  i s  t o  become o f  h im?  I f  the re  be  
a  God ,  how sha l l  he  mee t  h im?  I f  t he re  be  a  f u tu re  
s ta te,  how and where i s  he to spend i t?  Not a  whisper  
of consolation is heard from the tomb, nor a ray of satis- 
f actory l ight is thrown upon its darkness by the instruc- 
t ions of the l iving. Oh! with what hor ror does he turn  
h i s  ha l f  aver ted eye upon tha t  sepulchre,  in  which he  
must shor tly be inter red; and with what dreadful effor ts  
does he endeavour to force his reluctant spir it upon her  
destiny, star ting every moment at the spectres which r ise  
i n  h e r  own  p e r t u r b ed  imag i n a t i on .  Oh !  how  much  
would he g ive  for  some one to  te l l  h im what  there  i s  
beyond the g rave, and what he must do to get r id of his  
gui l t ,  so as  to be admitted to the world of  the blessed.  
Ju s t  a t  th i s  t ime,  one  o f  our  mi s s iona r i e s  reache s  h i s  
abode,  and dec l a re s  to  h im tha t  Chr i s t ,  by  h i s  dea th ,  
has  brought  l i fe  and immor ta l i ty  to l ight .  This  i s  bl i s s  
indeed ;  he  never  hea rd  such  news  be fore.  The  Sp i r i t  
of  God g ives  e f fect  to the word.  He i s  drawn to Jesus ,  
clasping to his bosom that doctr ine which g ives him life  
in  dea th ,  and hope in  despa i r.  And he who but  a  few  
weeks before was stumbling upon the dark mountains of  
idolatry, just ready to be precipitated into eternal night,  
quits the scene of his ear thly existence with the language  
o f  S imeon upon h i s  l ip s ,  ‘Lord ,  now le t te s t  thou thy  
servant depar t in peace, for mine eyes have seen thy sal-
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vat ion, which thou hast  prepared before the f ace of  a l l  
p eop l e,  a  l i gh t  t o  l i gh t en  the  Gen t i l e s .’ Such ,  t hen ,  
a re  the sources  o f  that  a t t rac t ion which i s  des t ined in  
the  d iv ine  counc i l s  to  d r aw a l l  men  away  f rom the i r  
idolatr y to God. Not that  thi s  e f fect  wi l l  ever  be pro- 
duced independent ly of  the inf luence of  the Spir i t ,  or  
mere ly  in  the way of  mora l  suas ion.  Nothing shor t  o f  
a supernatural agency accompanying the truth wil l  ren- 
der  i t  in  any  ca se  ‘ the  power  o f  God unto  s a lva t ion .’  
I t  i s ,  however,  a  tr ibute due to the wisdom of God, to  
observe the moral f itness of the instrument by which he  
accomplishes the purposes of his  mercy. As auxi l iar y to  
the  power  i l l u s t r a t ed  above,  I  ough t  to  men t ion  the  
mode orda ined by the  Div ine  Head o f  the  church for  
publ i sh ing  h i s  go spe l .  P reach ing  i s  a  ve r y  impor t an t  
par t  of those means which Chr ist  has inst i tuted for the  
conver s ion  o f  the  wor ld .  I t  i s ,  in  f ac t ,  the  nece s s a r y  
introduction of al l  other means, and that from which al l  
t h e  re s t  d r aw  much  o f  t h e i r  e n e r g y.  Wha t  s t r e s s  i s  
l a id  upon thi s  in  the Word of  God.  How emphat ica l ly  
does the apostle dwell upon the preaching of the Cross.  
I t  i s  t h e  doc t r i ne  so  made  known th a t  b ecome s  t he  
power  o f  God unto  s a lva t ion .  For  one  pe r son  tha t  i s  
conve r t ed  by  re ad ing  t he  go spe l ,  i t  m igh t  be  s a f e l y  
aff irmed there are a hundred conver ted by the preaching  
of i t :  a  circumstance which, in consider ing the relat ive  
mer i t s  o f  B ib l e  and  Mi s s i ona r y  Soc i e t i e s ,  t h rows  an  
immense  we igh t  o f  impor t ance  in to  the  s c a l e  o f  the  
la t ter.  Giving to Bible  Societ ie s  a l l  that  i s  c la imed for  
them, and too much in reason cannot be cla imed; s t i l l ,  
wi thout  Mis s ionar y ins t i tu t ions ,  they would present  a  
very incomplete system for the conversion of the world.  
The preaching of the Cross has peculiar force in foreign 
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countr ies, where, in addition to al l  the, attractions usu- 
a l ly found in ora l  ins truct ion and impass ioned address ,  
the hearers see and feel the influence of the benevolence  
which has led the preacher to quit his home, to traver se  
the ocean,  and dwel l  in a  s t range land,  for  the benef i t  
of others.

Th i rd ly.  I  sha l l  now cons ide r  the  e f f ec t s  which  the  
doct r ine  o f  the  Cros s  ha s  produced.  Contempla te  the  
mighty wonders which were wrought by the Cross dur ing  
the apostol ic age. It  i s  a f act that the per sonal ministr y  
of our Lord was attended by comparatively litt le success.  
Whi le  exh ib i t ing  an  example  in  which  the  uncrea ted  
glor ies of the Godhead mingled their splendour with the  
milder beauties of the perfect man, while working mira- 
c l e s  b r i gh t e r  t h an  t h e  s un ,  a nd  p re a ch i ng  mo r a l i t y  
purer than the light, but few were attracted to his cause.  
We do not read that a s ingle soul was conver ted by the  
subl ime discour se upon the Mount.  But no sooner was  
he  c r uc i f i ed ,  and h i s  dea th  had become the  theme o f  
apos to l i c  preach ing ,  than Chr i s t i an i ty  a s sumed a  new  
a spec t .  The scene o f  i t s  f i r s t  t r iumphs  was  Je r usa lem.  
Those s imple  words  of  Peter  addres sed to the Jews on  
t h e  d ay  o f  Pen t e co s t ,  ‘H im  b e i n g  d e l i ve re d  by  t h e  
determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have  
taken, and with wicked hands have crucif ied and s lain’,  
wounded three thousand to the hear t ,  and drew them,  
with weeping and suppl icat ion,  to look on him whom  
they  had  p i e rced .  Fo r  a  l ong  s e a son ,  a s  o f t en  a s  the  
Cros s  wa s  exh ib i t ed ,  mul t i tude s  o f  the  s eed  o f  I s r ae l  
became the  t rophie s  o f  i t s  power.  We might  have  ex- 
pected i t  to  be succes s fu l  anywhere ra ther  than there.  
The inhab i t ant s  o f  Je r usa lem had many c i rcumstances  
in their case which opposed it with the strongest resist-
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ance.  They had seen a l l  that  was  repul s ive and forbid- 
ding in its exter ior aspect. They had beheld the Crucif ied  
One in  the  ver y  lowes t  s t age  o f  h i s  humi l i a t ion;  they  
had seen him covered with shame and spitting the object  
of der ision, the butt of r idicule, lifted up in the place of  
public execution, associated with malefactors in his death,  
and expir ing in a way that,  according to their own law,  
rendered  h im accur sed .  In  add i t ion  to  th i s ,  they  had  
all the consciousness of having put him to death; which,  
even if they could admit that he was the Messiah, seemed  
to  th row them to  the  g rea te s t  po s s ib l e  d i s t ance  f rom  
h i s  m e rc y.  T h ey  h e a rd  t h e  a p o s t l e s  c h a r g i n g  t h e m  
with his  murder,  and knew the truth and just ice of the  
accusat ion.  Moreover,  i f  they became thi s  man’s  d i sc i- 
p le s ,  i t  was  neces sa r y  they should  abandon the i r  fond  
and  l ong  che r i s h ed  hope s  o f  a  t empor a l  p r i n ce  and  
worldly dominat ion.  Yet even there,  and over a l l  these  
prejudices and obstacles, did the doctr ine of the Cross so  
remarkably  t r iumph,  a s  to  f i l l  Je r u sa lem wi th  i t s  fo l - 
lower s ;  and  va s t  mul t i tudes ,  who had  remained una l - 
lured by the splendour of his l iving miracles,  were cap- 
t ivated and subdued by the spectac le of  hi s  dying ago- 
n i e s .  W h e re ,  I  a s k ,  i n  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  t r i u m p h a n t  
exu l t a t ion ,  may we not  expec t  i t  to  prove  succe s s fu l ,  
when i t  subdued the gui l t ,  the fear,  the pr ide,  and the  
bigotry of those very men by whom the crucif ixion itself  
wa s  e f f ec t ed?  We have  hea rd  much  o f  the  b igo t r y  o f  
the  hea then ,  e spec i a l l y  o f  tha t  b igot r y  a s  fo r t i f i ed  in  
the Eas t  by the adamant ine bond of  cas te.  But what  i s  
the power of caste, when set in opposition to the rod of  
Jehovah’s  s t rength? No matter  what  i s  the dei ty which  
i s  a t  the  head  o f  the  f e l lowsh ip ;  no  ma t t e r  wha t  the  
d i s t inc t ion s  o f  the  p r iv i l eged  o rde r,  o r  wha t  the  re -
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p roache s  to  which  the i r  vo lun ta r y  fo r f e i tu re  expose s  
them, let the Brahmin only look by faith to the crucif ied  
Sav iour,  and  tha t  moment  the  a l t a r  and  the  god  s ink  
together to the dust, his soul swells beyond the measure  
o f  he r  cha in s ,  wh ich  bur s t  f rom a round  he r  l i ke  the  
g r e e n  w i t h s  o f  t h e  P h i l i s t i n e s  f r o m  t h e  a r m s  o f  
S amp son ,  a nd  t h e  r e g en e r a t e d  s p i r i t  wa l k s  a b ro a d ,  
amids t  the whole f ami ly of  God,  g reet ing them in the  
l anguage  o f  the  apos t l e,  ‘Grace  be  wi th  a l l  them tha t  
love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity.’

When  the  Apos t l e s  and  Evange l i s t s  were  d r iven  by  
the  s tor ms  o f  per secut ion f rom Judea ,  they  tur ned to  
the  Gen t i l e s ,  ‘ p re ach ing  Chr i s t  i n  eve r y  p l a ce.’ One  
o f  the  e a r l i e s t  s c ene s  o f  the i r  l abour,  a f t e r  they  had  
passed the confines of the holy land, was Antioch, a city,  
which, with the beautiful g rove of Daphne in its neigh- 
bourhood, was so utterly abandoned to l icentiousness as  
to be shunned by every heathen who had any regard to  
h i s  reputa t ion,  and to  g ive  r i se  to  the  phra se,  ‘Daph- 
n i c i  more s ’ ,  wh i ch  exp re s s ed  the  u tmos t  co r r up t ion  
o f  m a n n e r s .  T h i t h e r  c a m e  t h e  d i s c i p l e s  ‘ t h a t  we re  
scat tered abroad upon the per secut ion that  arose about  
S tephen ,  and  some o f  them were  men o f  Cyprus  and  
Cyrene, which when they were come to Antioch, spake  
un to  the  Grec i an s ,  p reach ing  the  Lord  Je su s .’ In  tha t  
s cene  o f  e f f eminacy,  debaucher y,  and vo luptuous  s in ,  
was  the  t r uth so  remarkably  succes s fu l  a s  to  or ig ina te  
a  new name fo r  the  fo l lower s  o f  Je su s ,  and  the  ‘d i s - 
c ip le s  were ca l led Chr i s t i ans  f i r s t  a t  Ant ioch.’ Tel l  me  
in  what  countr y,  however  abandoned to deprav i ty,  we  
may despair  of  the t r iumphs of  the Cross ,  when i t  ex- 
p e l l e d  t h e  vo t a r i e s  o f  B a c chu s  a nd  Venu s  f rom  t h e  
g rove of Daphne, raised a magnif icent church upon the 



	 proof-reading draft� 109

s i te of  the temple of  Apol lo,  conver ted this  e lys ium of  
vice into the walk of  Chr i s t ian meditat ion,  and taught  
even the inhabi tant s  o f  Ant ioch,  to  ‘deny ungodl ines s  
and world ly lus t s ,  and to l ive sober ly,  r ighteous ly,  and  
godly in this present evil world.’

Cor inth was another of the cit ies into which Chr ist i- 
ani ty  made an ear ly  and vic tor ious  entrance.  This  was  
a  p lace of  g reat  renown in i t s  day.  Such were i t s  com- 
merce, i t s  science, i t s  temples ,  and i t s  schools ,  that the  
pr ince of Roman orator s denominated it totius Græciae  
l umen  ( t he  l i gh t  o f  a l l  G reece ) ,  and  ano the r  wr i t e r  
c a l l ed  i t  the  or nament  o f  Greece.  I t s  e l egance,  how- 
eve r ,  wa s  e x c e ed ed  by  i t s  v i c e .  L a s c iv i o u s n e s s  wa s  
c a r r i ed  to  such  a  p i t ch  in  th i s  mos t  abandoned  c i t y,  
that in the language of those t imes the appel lat ion of a  
Cor inthian g iven to a woman imported that she had lost  
her vir tue, and ‘cor inthiazein’, or to behave as a Cor in- 
thian, spoken of a man, was the same as  to say,  that  he  
was  g iven up to uncleanness .  To thi s  scene of  in iqui ty  
d id  the  apos t le  d i rec t  h i s  cour se,  l ike  the  sunbeam to  
the  s t agnant  l ake,  no t  to  pa r t ake  o f  i t s  impur i ty,  bu t  
to draw f rom i t  a  pure and benef ic ia l  exha la t ion.  And  
how d id  he  a t t empt  the  re for mat ion  o f  th i s  d i s so lu te  
peop le ?  Did  he  beg in  by  de scan t ing  upon the  de for- 
mit ies  of  vice,  and reading lectures in prai se of  vir tue?  
Noth ing  o f  the  so r t .  He  h imse l f  s h a l l  i n fo r m u s .  In  
wr i t ing to his  conver t s  he te l l s  them, ‘And I  brethren,  
when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech  
or of wisdom, declar ing unto you the testimony of God.  
For  I  de t e r mined  no t  to  know any th ing  among  you ,  
s ave  Je su s  Chr i s t  and  h im c r uc i f i ed .’ And a t  Cor in th  
wa s  the  a t t r a c t i on  o f  t h i s  t r u th  so  i r re s i s t i b l e,  a s  t o  
r a i s e  one  o f  t h e  mo s t  con s i d e r ab l e  o f  t h e  p r im i t ive 
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churches there,  to which no smal l  por t ion of  the New  
Testament was addressed.

The s e,  howeve r,  a re  bu t  i n s t ance s  s e l e c t ed  f rom a  
genera l  cour se  o f  exer t ion and succes s .  Wherever  the  
apost les  went,  the doctr ine of the Cross was the theme  
of  their  publ ic  di scour ses ,  and the topic of  their  more  
p r i v a t e  i n s t r u c t i o n .  W h e t h e r  s t a n d i n g  a m i d s t  t h e  
l uxur y  o f  Cor in th ,  the  s choo l s  o f  A then s ,  the  ove r - 
whelming g randeur of Rome, or the hal lowed scenes of  
Je r u sa lem,  they  pre sented  th i s  to  a l l  men a l ike.  They  
did not conceal  the ignominy of  the accur sed tree be- 
hind the sublime morality of the gospel, and permit the  
un s i gh t l y  ob j e c t  t o  s t e a l  ou t  on l y  d i s gu i s ed ,  and  by  
degrees, but exhibited it naked, and at once, as the very  
foundation of the relig ion which they were commissioned  
a nd  i n s p i r e d  t o  p romu l g a t e .  When  t h e  Jew  on  one  
h and  wa s  d emand i ng  a  s i g n ,  a nd  t h e  G re ek  on  t h e  
o the r  wa s  a s k i ng  f o r  w i s dom,  t hey  rep l i ed  t o  bo th ,  
‘we  preach  Chr i s t  c r uc i f i ed .’ They  never  cour ted  the  
philosopher by a parade of science, the orator by a blaze  
of eloquence, or the cur ious by the aid of novelty. They  
t r i ed  no  expe r imen t s ,  made  no  d i g re s s i on s .  Fee l i ng  
t he  power  o f  t h i s  s ub l ime  t r u th  i n  t he i r  own  sou l s ;  
enamoured by the thousand thousand charms with which  
they saw it attended; emboldened by the victor ies which  
f o l l owed  i t s  c a re e r ;  and  a c t i ng  i n  obed i ence  t o  t h e  
divine author ity, which regulated all their conduct; they  
k ind led  in to  r ap ture  amids t  the  s cor n  and  r age  o f  an  
ungodly world,  and in the fervour of  their  zea l ,  threw  
off  an impass ioned sentiment,  which has been returned  
in  d i s t inc t  echo f rom ever y  Chr i s t i an  l and ,  and  been  
adopted a s  the watch-word of  an evangel ica l  mini s t r y,  
‘God fo rb id  tha t  I  shou ld  g lo r y,  s ave  in  the  Cros s  o f 
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ou r  Lo rd  Je su s  Chr i s t .’ Wonde r fu l  wa s  t he  e f f e c t  o f  
t h e i r  l a bou r.  A  revo lu t i on  more  ex t r ao rd in a r y  t h an  
h i s tor y records ,  or  imag inat ion could have conceived,  
was everywhere effected, and this by what the men who  
gave laws to the opinions of the world,  der ided as  ‘ the  
f o o l i s h n e s s  o f  p re a c h i n g .’ T h e  p owe r s  o f  p a g a n i s m  
behe ld  the  wor sh ipper s  o f  the  gods  drawn away f rom  
their  shr ines by an inf luence which they could neither  
under s tand nor res i s t .  Not the author i ty of  the Olym- 
pian Jove,  nor  the seduct ive r i te s  o f  the Paphian god- 
dess, could any longer retain the homage of their former  
vo t a r i e s .  The  exqu i s i t e  be au ty  o f  t he i r  t emp l e s  and  
the i r  s t a tue s ,  w i th  a l l  tho se  f a s c ina t ion s  wh ich  the i r  
my tho logy  wa s  c a l cu l a t ed  to  exe r t  upon  a  peop l e  o f  
ref ined taste and vicious habits ,  became the objects not  
on ly  o f  ind i f fe rence,  but  abhor rence ;  and mi l l ions  by  
whom the  Cro s s  mus t  h ave  been  con t emp l a t ed  w i th  
menta l  revuls ion as  a  matter  of  tas te,  embraced i t  with  
ecs tacy a s  the means  of  sa lva t ion.  The idola t rous  r i te s  
were deser ted, the a l tar s  over turned, the deit ies  le f t  to  
sympathise with each other in dumb consternation, the  
ly ing orac le s  were hushed,  the decept ive l ight  of  phi- 
l o s ophy  wa s  e x t i n gu i s h ed ,  S a t a n  f e l l  l i ke  l i g h t n i n g  
from heaven, while the minister s  of  l ight rose with the  
numbe r,  t h e  o rd e r,  a nd  t h e  b r i l l i a n c y  o f  t h e  s t a r s .  
Res i s t ance promoted the cause  i t  in tended to oppose,  
and per secut ion l ike the wind of  heaven blowing upon  
a  con f l a g r a t i on ,  s e r ved  to  s p re ad  the  f l ame.  In  va in  
‘ d i d  t h e  k i ng s  o f  t h e  e a r t h  s e t  t h emse l ve s ,  a nd  t h e  
r u l e r s  t a ke  coun s e l  t og e t h e r  a g a i n s t  t h e  Lo rd .’ The  
imper ia l  eag le  co l lec t ing a l l  her  s t rength,  and rous ing  
a l l  he r  fu r y,  a t t acked  the  Lamb o f  God,  t i l l  she,  too,  
subdued and capt ivated by the Cross ,  cowered beneath 
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i ts  emblem, as i t  f loated from the towers of the capitol,  
a nd  Ch r i s t i a n i t y,  w i t h  t h e  pu r p l e  wav i ng  f rom  he r  
shou lder s ,  and the  d i adem spark l ing  upon her  brows ,  
was proclaimed to be the Truth of God and the empress  
of the world, on that throne of the Cæsars before which  
she had been so often ar raigned as a cr iminal,  and con- 
demned as an impostor.

What  an  i l lu s t r iou s  p roo f  i s  the re  in  a l l  th i s  o f  the  
d iv ine author i ty  of  the New Testament .  The men that  
s e t  ou t  on  the  p ro j ec t  o f  conve r t ing  the  wor ld  f rom  
idolatry and ir rel ig ion, with no instrument but a Cross,  
and  no pa t ronage  but  h i s  who was  c r uc i f i ed  upon i t ,  
must  e i ther  have been mad or  insp i red,  and the re su l t  
proves which was the fact.

Since the apost les  fe l l  as leep, and other s have entered  
upon their unf inished labours, has not this continued to  
be the means by which nations have been subjugated to  
the sway of  re l ig ion? I  appea l  to the records  of  ecc le- 
s i a s t i c a l  h i s t o r y.  Wha t  wa s  i t ,  I  a s k ,  wh i ch ,  by  t h e  
instrumental i ty of Luther and Melancthon, and Calvin,  
and Zuing le,  d i s so lved the  power  o f  the  Beas t  on the  
c o n t i n e n t  o f  E u ro p e ,  a n d  d rew  a  t h i rd  p a r t  o f  h i s  
wor shipper s  within the pa le of  a  more scr iptura l  com- 
munion?  I t  wa s  the  doc t r ine  o f  ju s t i f i c a t ion  by  f a i th  
in the blood of Christ.

David Brainerd,  the apost le of  the Amer ican Indians ,  
h a s  l e f t  an  e s s ay  to  i n fo r m the  wor ld  th a t  i t  wa s  by  
preaching Chr ist crucif ied that he was enabled to raise a  
Chr istian church in the desolate wilds where he laboured,  
and among a  barbarous  peop le  devoted to  wi tchcra f t ,  
drunkenness, and idolatry.*

*	 ‘ I  c a n n o t  b u t  t a k e  n o t i c e , ’  h e  r e m a r k s ,  ‘ t h a t  I  h a v e ,  i n  t h e  
g e n e r a l ,  e v e r  s i n c e  m y  f i r s t  c o m i n g  a m o n g  t h e s e  I n d i a n s  i n  N e w
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The Moravian Mis s ionar ie s ,  those  holy.  pa t ient ,  un- 
os tentat ious  servants  of  our Lord,  have employed with  
pecul iar  e f fect  these  heaven-appointed means ,  in  con- 
ver t ing and civi l i s ing the once pi l fer ing and murderous  
E s q u i m a u x .  Wi t h  t h e s e ,  h ave  t h ey  a l s o  ‘ d a r e d  t h e 

J e r s ey ,  been  f avou red  w i th  th a t  a s s i s t ance ,  wh i ch  to  me  i s  uncommon  
i n  p r e a c h i n g  C h r i s t  c r u c i f i e d ,  a n d  m a k i n g  h i m  t h e  c e n t r e  a n d  m a r k  
t o  w h i c h  a l l  m y  d i s c o u r s e s  a m o n g  t h e m  w e r e  d i r e c t e d .  G o d  w a s  
p l e a s e d  t o  h e l p  m e  “ n o t  t o  k n o w  a n y t h i n g  a m o n g  t h e m  s a v e  J e s u s  
Chr i s t  and  h im c ruc i f i ed . ”  And  th i s  wa s  t he  p r e a ch ing  God  made  u s e  
o f  f o r  t h e  awaken ing  o f  s i nne r s ,  and  t he  p ropag a t i on  o f  t h i s  wo rk  o f  
g r a c e  among  t h e  I nd i a n s ;  a nd  i t  wa s  r ema rk ab l e ,  f r om  t ime  t o  t ime ,  
t h a t  w h e n  I  w a s  f a v o u r e d  w i t h  a n y  s p e c i a l  f r e e d o m  i n  d i s c o u r s i n g  
o f  t h e  ab i l i t y  and  w i l l i ngne s s  o f  Ch r i s t  t o  s a v e  s i nne r s ,  and  t he  need  
t h ey  s t ood  i n  o f  s u ch  a  S a v i ou r ,  t h e r e  wa s  t h en  t h e  g r e a t e s t  a ppe a r - 
a n c e  o f  d i v i n e  powe r  i n  awaken i n g  numbe r s  o f  s e c u r e  s ou l s .  And  i t  
i s  wo r t h y  o f  r ema r k ,  t h a t  numbe r s  o f  t h e s e  p eop l e  a r e  b r ough t  t o  a  
s t r i c t  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  r u l e s  o f  m o r a l i t y  a n d  s o b r i e t y ,  a n d  t o  a  
c on s c i e n t i ou s  p e r f o rmanc e  o f  t h e  e x t e r n a l  d u t i e s  o f  Ch r i s t i a n i t y ,  b y  
the  in terna l  power  and in f luence of  d iv ine t ruths ,  the  pecul i a r  doct r ines  
o f  g r a c e ,  u p o n  t h e i r  m i n d s .  A n d  G o d  w a s  p l e a s e d  t o  g i v e  t h e s e  
d i v i n e  t r u t h s  s u c h  a  p o w e r f u l  i n f l u e n c e  u p o n  t h e  m i n d s  o f  t h e s e  
p eop l e ,  t h a t  t h e i r  l i v e s  we r e  qu i c k l y  r e f o rmed ,  w i t hou t  my  i n s i s t i n g  
upon the  p recep t s  o f  mora l i t y  and  spend ing  t ime in  repea ted  ha rangue s  
u p o n  e x t e r n a l  d u t i e s .  W h e n  t h e s e  t r u t h s  w e r e  f e l t  a t  h e a r t ,  t h e r e  
w a s  n o w  n o  v i c e  u n r e f o r m e d ,  n o  e x t e r n a l  d u t i e s  n e g l e c t e d .  D r u n - 
kenne s s ,  the  da r l ing  v i ce ,  wa s  b roken  o f f  f rom,  and  s c a r ce  a l l  i n s t ance  
known  o f  i t  among s t  my  h e a r e r s ,  f o r  mon th s  t o g e t h e r .  The  p r a c t i c e  
o f  hu sb and s  and  w ive s  i n  pu t t i ng  away  e a ch  o the r ,  and  t a k ing  o the r s  
i n  t h e i r  s t e a d ,  wa s  qu i ck l y  r e f o rmed ,  s o  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  o r  f ou r  
c o u p l e s  w h o  h a v e  v o l u n t a r i l y  d i s m i s s e d  t h o s e  t h e y  h a d  t a k e n ,  a n d  
now  l i v e  t o g e t h e r  a g a i n  i n  l o v e  a nd  p e a c e .  The  s ame  m i gh t  b e  s a i d  
o f  a l l  o t h e r  v i c i o u s  p r a c t i c e s .  T h e  r e f o r m a t i o n  w a s  g e n e r a l ,  a n d  a l l  
s p r i n g i n g  f r o m  t h e  i n t e r n a l  i n f l u e n c e  o f  d i v i n e  t r u t h  u p o n  t h e i r  
hea r t s ,  and  not  f rom any  ex te rna l  r e s t r a in t s ,  o r  because  they  had  hea rd  
t h e i r  v i c e s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  e n f o r c e d ,  a n d  r e p e a t e d l y  s p o k e n  a g a i n s t .  
Some  o f  t hem I  neve r  s o  much  a s  men t ioned ,  p a r t i cu l a r l y  t h a t  o f  t he  
p a r t i n g  o f  m e n  a n d  t h e i r  w i v e s ,  t i l l  s o m e  h a v i n g  t h e i r  c o n s c i e n c e  
a w a k e n e d  b y  G o d ’ s  w o r d ,  c a m e  a n d  o f  t h e i r  o w n  a c c o r d  c o n f e s s e d  
t h emse l v e s  gu i l t y  i n  t h a t  r e s p e c t . ’—See  B r a i n e rd ’ s  J ou rn a l ,  Edwa rd s ’ s  
Works, vol. 3: p. 416.
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ter ror s of an Arctic sky, and directing their adventurous  
cour se through the f loat ing f ie lds and frost-reared pre- 
cipices  that  guard the secrets  of  the Pole’ ,  have caused  
t he  b anne r  o f  t he  Cro s s  t o  wave  ove r  the  th rone  o f  
everlasting winter, and warmed, with the love of Chr ist,  
the bosom of the shivering Greenlander.

Mr  K i che re r,  when  he  f i r s t  l a bou red  among s t  t h e  
Hottentots ,  proceeded upon the plan recommended by  
some modern sciol i s t s .  He tr ied to civi l i se their habits ,  
as a preparatory process for communicating to them the  
pr inciples of relig ion; but every effor t f ai led, ti l l  he was  
obliged to try that last, which he should have done f ir st,  
and proved by an addi t iona l  exper iment  that  the doc- 
tr ine of the Cross is the only cer tain method of amelio- 
ra t ing the  mora l  condi t ion of  the  wor ld .  And what  i s  
i t  wh i ch ,  a t  t h i s  momen t ,  i s  k i nd l i ng  t h e  i n t e l l e c t ,  
softening the manner s ,  sancti fying the hear ts  and pur i- 
fy ing the l ives  of  the numerous t r ibes  of  the deg raded  
s on s  o f  Ham?  I t  i s  t h e  ‘ f a i t h f u l  s ay i ng ,  t h a t  Ch r i s t  
Je su s  c ame in to  the  wor ld  to  s ave  s inner s .’ I t  i s  th i s ,  
poured in  ar t le s s  s t ra ins  f rom the l ip s  o f  our  mis s ion- 
a r ie s ,  and sent  home to  the  sou l  by  the  power  o f  the  
Holy Ghost ,  which i s  more than rea l i s ing the f able  of  
Amphion ’s  l y re,  and  r a i s ing  up  the  s tone s  o f  A f r i c an  
deserts into the walls of the church of God.

O,  h a d  t h e  c a n n i b a l  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  Ta h e i t e  b e e n  
per suaded to renounce their  wretched super s t i t ion and  
cruel customs, by any effor ts of a purely rational nature;  
had the apost les  of  phi losophy been the instruments  of  
their conver sion, and had the gods of Pomare been sent  
home by them, to be deposited in the Br it i sh Museum,  
instead of the Missionary Rooms, how would the world  
have rung with the praises of all-suff icient Reason. New 



	 proof-reading draft� 115

t e m p l e s  wo u l d  h a ve  b e e n  r a i s e d  t o  t h i s  m o d e r n  
Miner va ,  whi le  a l l  the  t r ibe s  o f  the  I l lumina t i  would  
have been seen moving in t r iumphal  process ion to her  
shr ine, chanting as they went the honours of their i l lus- 
t r iou s  godde s s .  But  th ine,  thou  c r uc i f i ed  Redeemer !  
thine i s  the power,  and thine shal l  be the glory of  thi s  
conques t .  Those  i s l ands  o f  the  Souther n  Sea  sha l l  be  
laid at thy feet, as the trophies of thy Cross, and shall be  
added as fresh jewels to thy mediatorial crown.

And  indeed ,  no t  to  qu i t  ou r  own age,  o r  ou r  own  
land, do we not see a l l  around us the attract ions of the  
C ro s s ?  Wha t  i s  i t  t h a t  gu i d e s  a nd  gove r n s  t h e  t i d e  
of  re l ig ious popular i ty,  whether i t  ro l l  in the channel s  
o f  t h e  E s t a b l i s hmen t  o r  t ho s e  o f  D i s s en t ?  I s  i t  no t  
this which causes the mighty influx of the spr ing tide in  
one place, and is it not the absence of it which occasions  
the  du l l  re t i r ing  ebb  in  another ?  Yes ,  r a i s e  me but  a  
ba r n ,  in  the  ve r y  shadow o f  S t  Pau l ’s  Ca thedra l ,  and  
g ive me a  man who sha l l  preach Chr i s t  cruci f ied with  
something of the energy which that a l l  inspir ing theme  
is  calculated to awaken, and in spite of the meanness of  
the one, and the magnif icence of the other, you shall see  
the former crowded with the warm and pious hear ts  of  
l iv ing Chr i s t i ans ,  whi le  the mat ins  and vesper s  o f  the  
l a t t e r,  i f  t h e  go spe l  b e  no t  p re a ched  the re,  s h a l l  b e  
chanted only to the cold statues of the mighty dead. To  
conc lude th i s  par t  o f  my d i scour se,  where,  I  a sk ,  and  
when ,  wa s  t h e re  a n  i do l a t rou s  n a t i on  conve r t e d  t o  
Chr i s t iani ty,  or a  lukewar m church recla imed from in- 
d i f fe rence ;  when was  there  mini s te r  a t  home,  or  mi s- 
s ionary abroad,  who was success ful  in br ing ing s inner s  
unto God through Chr ist, by any other system than that  
wh i ch  I  h ave  b e f o re  d e s c r i b ed ?  Th i s  h a s  eve r  b e en 
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successful, and with the proofs of its power embodied in  
the records of its victor ies, can we, who have adopted it  
as the instrument of our warfare, doubt for a moment of  
its ultimate and universal tr iumph?

I I I .  Le t  u s  now an t i c i p a t e  the  f i n a l  con summat ion  
o f  Mi s s i ona r y  succe s s .  ‘A l l  men  sh a l l  b e  b rough t  to  
Chr i s t .’ I  do  not  mean  to  in fe r  f rom th i s  expre s s ion ,  
or  f rom any other  which can be found in the Word of  
God,  tha t  we a re  ever  to  look for  an  age  when ever y  
inhabi tant  o f  the g lobe sha l l  become a  rea l  Chr i s t i an .  
But  what  I  contend for  i s ,  that  the Scr ipture war rants  
us to expect an era when, by means of human exer tion,  
and in answer to the prayers of the r ighteous, the power  
of  Ant ichr i s t  sha l l  be di s so lved,  a l l  fundamenta l  er ror s  
in  Chr i s tendom sha l l  be  exploded,  the bla sphemies  of  
i n f i d e l i t y  s h a l l  b e  hu shed ,  t h e  Jews  s h a l l  b e l i eve  i n  
Je sus ,  the  pa le  c re scent  o f  Mahomet  sha l l  se t  for  ever  
in the blaze of the Sun of Righteousness, the multiform  
systems of idolatry ret ire before the g rowing br ightness  
of eternal truth, and the whole ear th be f i l led with the  
knowledge of the Lord, the fruits  of r ighteousness ,  and  
the  works  o f  peace.  So ha s  God decreed .  So ha s  pro- 
p h e c y  d e c l a r e d .  ‘ M e n  s h a l l  b e  b l e s s e d  i n  h i m ,  a l l  
n a t i o n s  s h a l l  c a l l  h i m  b l e s s e d .’ ‘ I  s aw  i n  t h e  n i g h t  
v i s i on s ,’ s a i d  t h e  p rophe t  Dan i e l ,  ‘ a nd  b eho l d ,  one  
l ike  the  Son of  Man came wi th the  c louds  o f  heaven,  
and came to the Ancient  of  Days ;  and there was g iven  
him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people,  
and languages ,  and nat ions ,  should ser ve h im:  h i s  do- 
minion is  an everlast ing dominion, which shal l  not pass  
away ;  and  h i s  k i ngdom th a t  wh i ch  s h a l l  no t  b e  de - 
s t royed.’ I f  on the one hand there i s  much in the pre-
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sen t  cond i t ion  o f  the  wor ld  to  t r y  our  f a i th  in  the se  
animating predict ions,  i s  there not,  in the exer t ions of  
the  Chr i s t i an  wor ld ,  ver y  much on the  other  hand to  
c o n f i r m  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n  i t ?  C o n t e m p l a t e  f o r  a  f ew  
moments the state of the ear th, together with the means  
which are employed for its improvement.

Suppose,  for  the  sake of  i l lu s t ra t ion,  tha t  you occu- 
pied the stat ion of the angel represented in the Apoca- 
lypse, as standing in the sun, and that with eyes piercing  
a s  the  beams  o f  d ay,  you  were  look ing  down on  the  
revo lu t ion s  o f  t h i s  l ow d iu r na l  s phe re.  S c a rce l y  h ad  
Eng l and  tu r ned  towa rd s  t he  c a s t ,  b e fo re  I re l and ,  an  
in teg ra l  par t  o f  your  own empire,  would pre sent  four  
mil l ions of Roman Catholics, satisfying themselves with  
the crucif ix instead of the Cross; at the same time, how- 
eve r ,  you  wou l d  b eho l d  t h e  p re a ch e r s  o f  t h e  I r i s h  
Evangel ica l  Socie ty,  and the School s  o f  the Hiber nian  
Society, lending their ass i s tance to the Protestant mini- 
ster s of var ious denominations, and all infusing the pure  
pr incip les  of  the gospel  into thi s  mass  of  super s t i t ion.  
The  At l an t i c  hav ing  g l i ded  away  benea th  your  v i ew,  
and with i t  the United States  which f r inge i t s  wester n  
shore, you would look down on the innumerable tr ibes  
which wander without God through the ter ra incognita  
of  the Amer ican cont inents ;  s t i l l  amongst  these would  
be  d i scovered here  and there  a  mis s ionar y  conduct ing  
them to  Je su s .  Then wou ld  fo l low the  b road  Pac i f i c,  
spot ted wi th innumerable  i s l ands ,  each the domain of  
idol  gods;  yet  Taheite and Eimeo would shine resplen- 
dent ,  l ike br ight  specks upon the bosom of  the ocean,  
whence  t h e  l i gh t  o f  s a l va t i on  i s  d ive r g i ng  i n  eve r y  
d i rec t ion over  tha t  mighty  mas s  o f  water s .  No sooner 
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had your eye regaled itself with Chr istian temples, f loat- 
ing,  a s  i t  were,  upon the g rea t  South Sea ,  than China  
would heave in to s ight  i t s  unwie ldy empire,  g roaning  
a s  i t  ro l l ed  benea th  the  c r ime s  o f  two  hundred  mi l - 
l ions  o f  ido la te r s ;  but  even there,  g roups  o f  Chinese,  
a s sembled  to  read  in  sec re t  the  Tes t ament s  c i rcu l a ted  
by  our  honoured Mor r i son and Mi lne,  would  exhib i t  
the  f i r s t  a t t r ac t ion o f  the  Cros s  in  tha t  mos t  s ingu la r  
countr y.  Now, the pla ins  of  Hindustan,  watered by the  
obscene and deif ied Ganges, would ar rest your attention  
and produce an indescr ibable hor ror,  a s  they di sc losed  
the frantic org ies of Juggernaut, the f laming pi le of the  
devoted  widow,  wi th  innumerable  o ther  spec tac le s  o f  
idolatrous cruelty; yet, in the centre of Or iental abomi- 
nations, would you discover the cr imson standard waving  
f rom the  Mi s s ion-hou se s  o f  Se r ampore  and  Ca l cu t t a  
with Carey, and Townley, and the men of other missions,  
d i rect ing the teeming popula t ion to the means  of  sa l - 
vat ion. I f  you looked nor thward beyond the mountains  
o f  India ,  immense  t rac t s ,  covered wi th  ignorance  and  
idolatry, would be seen stretching away to the pole, but  
at  the same t ime you would descr y the rose of  Sharon,  
p l an ted  by  S t a l l yb r a s s  and  Rahmn,  amid s t  the  snows  
o f  S ibe r i a ,  and  a t t r ac t ing  the  Ca lmuc  and  the  Tar t a r  
by  i t s  f r ag rance  and  beau ty.  Per s i a  and  Arab i a  wou ld  
succeed, presenting in the numerous mill ions devoted to  
the f alse prophet, a formidable phalanx of blindness and  
b igot r y ;  but  moving  down f rom As t r achan ,  a long the  
shores of the Caspian, borne by the miss ionar ies of the  
Edinburgh Society, would be seen the Cross ,  advancing  
to spread the spir i t  of  divi s ion and revol t  through thi s  
a r my  o f  the  a l i en s ,  and  to  b r ing  down the  to t t e r ing 
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f ab r i c  o f  Mahomedan i sm to  the  du s t .  Pa l e s t ine,  ‘ the  
g round  o f  s a c re d  s t o r y ’ ,  n e x t  a pp e a r s .  How  wou l d  
your eye l inger over the val leys where the f ather of the  
f aithful pitched his tent, the mountains on which Isaiah  
s t r uck h i s  har p ;  and above a l l ,  on the  summit  o f  tha t  
hil l ,  where the Saviour of the world poured out his soul  
un to  dea th .  L i t t l e,  I  con fe s s ,  wou ld  be  s een  a t  Je r u- 
s a l em but  the  mosque  and  the  mina re t ,  s ave  where  a  
company of Jews,  vei led with unbel ief ,  s i t  down round  
the  s i t e  o f  the i r  anc i en t  t emp le ;  s t i l l  wou ld  you  no t  
there anticipate the accomplishment of those numorous  
p red i c t i on s  wh i ch  a s su re  u s  t h a t  t he  ex i l e s  o f  Judea  
shall one day dwell in their own cities, and look on him  
whom they have  p ie rced ,  and mour n?  In  As i a  Minor,  
amidst prevailing superstition, you would trace the Rus- 
s ian Bible Society,  bear ing back the golden candlest ick  
to i t s  p lace in one hand, and in the other the torch of  
t r uth,  to rekindle those lamps which once threw their  
lustre on the waves of the Mediter ranean. Afr ica would  
then pas s  by shrouded in the g loom of  barbar i sm,  and  
s t i l l  bleeding f rom the wounds inf l ic ted by the ruf f ian  
hand of  commercia l  cupidi ty,  an object  a s  wretched as  
ignorance, oppress ion, and idolatr y can render her ;  but  
ah !  you would  exc la im,  wi th  joy fu l  exu l t a t ion ,  ‘ I  see  
Bethelsdorp, and Theopolis,  and Guadenthal, and Sier ra  
Leone,  in each of  which I  behold a  p ledge that  Afr ica  
sha l l  ye t  be  f ree,  en l igh tened ,  and  ho ly.’ Europe,  de- 
based by the super s t i t ions  o f  the  Greek church in  the  
nor th ,  and by  the  e r ror s  o f  the  Vat i can  in  the  south ,  
would present  that  wonder of  the age,  the Br i t i sh and  
Foreign Bible Society,  r i s ing up to complete the work  
which Luther’s  l i fe was too shor t to f inish, and effect a 
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un iver s a l  and  per fec t  re fo r mat ion .  Such ,  then ,  i s  the  
present condition of the moral world, and such, in par t,  
the  means  employed for  i t s  improvement ;  f rom which  
you perceive that the church of Chr ist ,  l ike the woman  
i n  t h e  p a r ab l e ,  h a s  h i dden  t he  my s t i c  l e aven  i n  t h e  
mighty mass ,  and that  the as s imi la t ing process  i s  com- 
menced .  I t  ha s  commenced ,  and  though  i t  ope r a t e  a  
while unseen, it shall never cease till the whole lump is leavened.

Ev idence  i s  no t  wan t ing  tha t  the  pe r iod  i s  r ap id l y  
approaching when a l l  the nat ions of  the world shal l  be  
brought to Chr i s t .  I  pretend not to ascer ta in the year,  
nor  the  centur y,  when the  mi l l enn ium sha l l  reach  i t s  
mer idian.  I  am not  in the secret  of  ‘ the t imes and the  
seasons which the Father hath put into his  own power.’  
I  am not  ver sed  in  the  symbol i ca l  a r i thmet ic  o f  p ro- 
phecy;  but  i t  appear s  extremely probable,  f rom a l l  the  
movements of Divine Providence, that a g reat and happy  
era i s  s t ruggl ing in the bir th.  The pol i t ica l ,  the moral ,  
the rel ig ious world, have al l  been ag itated of late year s,  
by  new and  qu icken ing  p r inc ip l e s .  The  s t agnancy  o f  
p a s t  a g e s  h a s  b e en  d i s t u r b ed .  A  v iv i f y i n g  w ind  h a s  
been sweeping over the face of chaos, preparatory to the  
new creation. The day has broken upon the world, and,  
j u s t  a s  migh t  be  expec t ed ,  a f t e r  a  n igh t  so  lower ing  
and cloudy, beams of l ight di f fuse themselves from one  
s ide of  the heavens ,  and the s tor m rumbles  with awful  
grandeur, as it retires across the other.

Nor should i t  be over looked that  the chief  splendour  
of  that  i l lustr ious era wil l  consi s t  in the univer sa l  sub- 
jection of the world to Chr ist.  It appear s pretty evident  
t h a t  t he  g r and  con t e s t  wh i ch  wa s  o r i g in a t ed  by  the 
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ent rance  o f  mora l  ev i l  in to  the  un iver se ;  which con- 
ver ted the reg ions of  ce les t ia l  peace into the scenes of  
de s t r uc t ive  war ;  which was  then cher i shed in  he l l  by  
the power s of darkness ,  and has s ince been perpetuated  
on ear th in al l  the multi form systems of er ror and vice,  
has more par ticularly concerned the dominion and glory  
o f  the  Son.  He seems to  have been the  spec ia l  ob jec t  
o f  sa tan ic  envy and hate,  and to prevent  h i s  re ign,  a l l  
the resources of the infernal world have been incessantly  
in  mot ion.  Here,  then ,  i s  the  g lor y  o f  the  l a t te r  day ;  
i t  shal l  exhibit  the ter minat ion of this  g rand rebel l ion,  
the cessat ion of  thi s  long conf l ict ,  in an ent ire victory  
over the rebel hosts,  and the univer sal subjection of the  
wor ld  to  Je su s .  ‘Ever y  thought  i s  to  be  b rought  in to  
c ap t iv i t y  to  Chr i s t .’ ‘He  mus t  re i gn  t i l l  he  ha th  pu t  
a l l  enemies under his  feet .’ Hence the shout of  victory  
which is to be uttered at the close of this awful contest,  
i s  rep re s en t ed  a s  u t t e r i ng  th i s  l anguage :  ‘The  k ing- 
doms of  th i s  wor ld  are  become the k ingdoms of  God,  
and o f  h i s  Chr i s t .’ Le t  the  ch i ldren o f  Zion be  joy fu l  
i n  the i r  k ing .  Le t  them an t i c i p a t e  w i th  t r i umph  h i s  
un ive r s a l  r e i g n .  A l l  men  s h a l l  b e  g a t h e re d  t o  h im .  
Wherever  the  t rave l le r  d i rec t s  h i s  cour se  through th i s  
wide wor ld of  our s ,  he sha l l  behold in  ever y countr y,  
c i ty,  town, and vi l lage,  the fr iends and the disc iples  of  
Je sus ,  and none e l se.  He sha l l  hear  ever y temple  echo  
wi th  h i s  pra i se,  and see  ever y  l and f i l l ed  wi th  h i s  re- 
n ow n .  H e  s h a l l  w i t n e s s  a l l  t h e  k i n g s  o f  t h e  e a r t h  
ca s t ing  down the i r  c rowns ,  and a l l  the  na t ions  l ay ing  
the i r  g lo r y  a t  h i s  f ee t .  And  how g rea t l y  wi l l  i t  con- 
t r ibu te  to  h i s  renown,  tha t  th i s  mighty  conques t  was  
e f f e c t e d  by  h i s  C ro s s .  I t  w i l l  r a i s e  t h e  f ame  o f  h i s 
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power  and  wi sdom to  the  h ighe s t  p i t ch ,  tha t  by  ‘ the  
f oo l i s hne s s  o f  p re a ch ing ’ he  ove rc ame  eve r y  enemy,  
a n d  s u b j u g a t e d  t h e  wo r l d  t o  h i m s e l f .  H a d  h u m a n  
reason devi sed a  method for  over tur ning the f abr ic  of  
idolatr y,  and for establ i shing the true re l ig ion upon i t s  
r u i n s ,  i t  wou l d  h ave  b e en  any th i ng  bu t  t h a t  wh i ch  
wa s  emp loyed  by  God .  We  shou ld  have  s a i d ,  ‘Adap t  
you r  s y s t em a s  ne a r l y  a s  po s s i b l e  t o  the  f a sh ionab l e  
phi losophy of the day; announce i t  with Tul ly’s  golden  
per iods ;  and ce lebrate  i t s  g lor ies  with the har mony of  
Virg i l ’s  number s ,  and then you wi l l  probably succeed:  
especial ly i f  i t s  apost les be the pr inces,  the conqueror s,  
a n d  t h e  s c h o l a r s  o f  t h e  a g e .’ ‘ B u t  G o d ’s  way s  a r e  
not  a s  our  ways ,  nor  h i s  thought s  a s  our s .’ He de te r- 
m ined  to  conque r  by  an  i n s t r umen t  de sp i s ed  fo r  i t s  
weaknes s ,  and  ha ted  fo r  i t s  i gnominy.  ‘The  weaknes s  
o f  the  rod o f  Moses  magni f ied  the  power  o f  which i t  
wa s  t he  i n s t r umen t ;  t he  con t emp t i b l e  n a tu re  o f  t he  
rams’ hor ns ,  s ignal i sed the victor y at  Jer icho;  the des- 
picable appearance of the lamps and pitcher s celebrated  
the discomf iture in the val ley of  Moreh; and the igno- 
miny  o f  the  t ree  wi l l  r a i s e  the  f ame o f  the  power  o f  
Jesus in conquer ing the world, to a pitch beyond which  
nothing can advance i t .  To have broken and d i s so lved  
the gates  of  he l l  in  a  s i tuat ion advantageous  and hon- 
ourable,  would have magni f ied hi s  power and wisdom;  
but to do this  upon the Cross ,  the instrument prepared  
by themselves for his  destruct ion, e levates  the glory of  
t h e  a ch i evemen t  a bove  ou r  comprehen s i on  and  ou r  
praise.’

I  shal l  now conclude with an address to the director s,  
to mis s ionar ies ,  to minis ter s ,  and to the cong regat ion. 
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Director s  of  thi s  vas t  and noble ins t i tut ion,  see in thi s  
sub jec t  your  honour  and your  duty.  Your s  i s  the  d i s - 
tinction of uniting, organising, and directing the zeal of  
a large propor tion of the Chr ist ian world; a zeal  which  
has  for i t s  object  to make known to per i shing mil l ions  
the  Sav iour  o f  mank ind .  A s ac red  t r u s t  i s  reposed  in  
you .  May  t h e  w i s dom  t h a t  i s  f rom  above  re p l e n i s h  
your minds, the love of Chr ist constrain your souls,  the  
uni ty of  the Spir i t  pervade your counci l s ,  the bond of  
pe ace  enc i rc l e  you r  he a r t s ,  and  the  b l e s s i ng  o f  God  
crown all your exertions. Continue to cultivate a fr iendly  
intercour se with other kindred societ ies ,  remember ing  
that we al l  at tack the same enemy, and move under the  
same banner ;  and though one may have inscr ibed upon  
the pole  of  h i s  s tandard the name of  the Church Mis- 
s ionary Society,  a second that of the Baptis t  Miss ion, a  
third that of the Wesleyan Miss ions,  yet a l l  have placed  
t h e  Cro s s  i n  t h e  c en t re  o f  t h e  b anne r,  and  a l l  h ave  
wr it ten over the sacred emblem the ancient motto, ‘By  
t h i s  c onque r.’ You r  g ene ro s i t y  i n  p a s t  t ime s  t o  ou r  
Moravian brethren, and more recently to the Edinburgh  
soc ie ty,  produced but  one fee l ing,  and that  was  admi- 
r a t ion ;  and  ca l l ed  fo r th  but  one  expre s s ion ,  and  tha t  
was  app lause.  Per i sh  for  ever  a l l  envy  and a l l  r iva l r y,  
and let the only contest  be this ,  who shal l  most glor i fy  
God and bless the human race.

Direct your missionar ies to exhibit the g reat propitia- 
tion to the heathen, and to consider this as the very end  
o f  the i r  mi s s ion .  A t  the  s ame  t ime,  g ive  them eve r y  
oppor tunity of acquir ing those qual i f icat ions which are  
so  pre-eminent ly  impor tant  in  the i r  s i tua t ion.  I  speak  
the sent iments  of  a l l  my brethren in the minis t r y with 
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whom I have conver sed on the subject,  when I respect- 
fully but urgently advise a lengthened term of education  
for such of our miss ionar ies as are dest ined to the East .  
I t  i s  our opinion that four year s are quite l i t t le enough  
for  the l i terar y and theolog ica l  educat ion of  men who  
a re  to  preach the  doct r ines  o f  the  gospe l  in  a  s t range  
l a n g u a g e ,  a n d  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e m  p u r e  a s  t h ey  we r e  
revea led  f rom heaven ,  in  a  f a i th fu l  t r an s l a t ion  o f  the  
sacred volume. In thi s  countr y,  va luable as  are l i terar y  
a t ta inments ,  and highly  va luable  they are  ever ywhere,  
a  mini s ter  may d i scharge the dut ie s  o f  h i s  o f f ice  wi th  
cons iderable success ,  a l though he be ignorant of  ever y  
l anguage  but  h i s  own;  and  even  shou ld  he  unhapp i ly  
swerve from the truth, there are many on every hand to  
pluck up the weeds of  er ror as  f as t  as  they ar i se in the  
g a rden  o f  t h e  Lo rd ;  bu t  wha t  i s  a  m i s s i ona r y  t o  do  
without a literary education, who cannot hold a conver- 
sation with a pagan till he has acquired a foreign tongue;  
who cannot dis tr ibute a tract t i l l  he i s  able to trans late  
it into a language, the genius and structure of which are  
tota l ly  d i s s imi la r  to  any wi th which he i s  acqua inted?  
The work o f  t r ans l a t ing  the  Scr ip ture s  i s  o f  immense  
importance, and of no small diff iculty, and should not be  
entrusted to unski l fu l  hands.  One imperfect  ver s ion of  
the  Bible  may pol lu te  the  cr ys ta l  s t ream of  reve la t ion  
for ages, and one er ror in theology planted amongst the  
heathen,  may luxur ia te  amidst  a lmost  boundles s  space.  
Fir s t  ver s ions and f ir s t  systems of doctr ine del ivered to  
the conver t s  f rom idolatr y should be as  perfect  as  pos- 
s ible,  s ince these  are  the model s  o f  other s  which suc- 
ceed, and in addition to the circumstance of propagating  
the i r  own imper fec t ions ,  i f  any  such  a t t ach  to  them, 
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they soon acquire the veneration which is  paid to anti- 
qu i ty,  and cover  the i r  e r ror s  wi th  the  de fence  o f  th i s  
s a c r e d  s h i e l d .  I  c a n  a s s u r e  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  t h a t  a ny  
increase  of  expense incur red,  by renewed a t tent ion to  
civi l i sat ion in barbarous countr ies ,  and by an extended  
l i t e r a r y  educa t i on  be ing  g iven  to  the i r  m i s s i ona r i e s  
going to the Eas t ,  wi l l  be most  cheer fu l ly  defrayed by  
increased liberality on the part of their constituents.

The re  i s  one  c i rcums t ance  wh i ch  i s  a s  a  bunch  o f  
myr rh in the fest ive goblet  of  these annual  banquets  of  
benevolence and zea l :  I  mean the vacant  seat s  of  some  
who have  ‘ f a l l en  a s l eep  in  Je su s ’ ,  and  the  inc rea s ing  
inf irmities of other s who yet remain. Aged and honour- 
able men! whose revered forms inspire veneration, whose  
noble  exploi t s  provoke emulat ion,  and whose memory  
will be held in everlasting esteem; you linger amidst the  
scenes of labour, weary and worn as you are, yet almost  
unwil l ing to ret ire to your eter nal  repose, through fear  
lest, when you are gone, the cause which you have shel- 
t e red  by  you r  p r aye r s ,  wa t e red  w i th  you r  t e a r s ,  and  
which is dearer to you than your l i fe’s blood, should be  
n eg l e c t ed .  D i sm i s s  you r  f e a r s ;  a round  you  a re  you r  
younger brethren, whose character you have formed by  
your example,  and into whose spir i t  you have breathed  
your own,  conf ide the sacred t r us t  to them. Bequeath  
t o  t h em a s  a  l e g a cy  t h e  i n t e re s t s  o f  t h e  Mi s s i on a r y  
Society,  and whenever the char iot  sha l l  ar r ive,  f ar  di s- 
tant be yet the day, which i s  to convey you in tr iumph  
to the skies, step into it without reluctance, being assured  
tha t  we  wi l l  s e a rch  fo r  your  de s cend ing  man t l e,  and  
never g ive up the pur suit t i l l  we have found the inspir- 
ing vestment.
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M i s s i on a r i e s ,  ye  nob l e  h e a r t e d  men ,  whom I  f e e l  
myself unworthy to address, and whom we all regard, or  
ought to regard,  not as  the servants  of  our ins t i tut ion,  
but its respected and beloved agents in foreign countr ies,  
rece ive  my cong ra tu l a t ion s  upon the  h igh  honour  to  
which you are ca l led.  Your s i t  i s  to fol low in the tra in  
of the Redeemer’s retinue and ear th’s best fr iends, next  
to  apos t l e s ,  evange l i s t s ,  and  mar ty r s .  Lea r n  f rom the  
sub jec t  o f  th i s  d i scour se  your  exa l ted  and una l te rable  
du ty.  Your  pecu l i a r  and  a lmos t  exc lu s ive  bu s ine s s  i s  
t o  ‘ m a ke  m a n i f e s t  t h e  s avo u r  o f  t h e  k n ow l e d g e  o f  
Chr i s t  i n  eve r y  p l a ce.’ ‘You  a re  deb to r s  bo th  to  the  
Greeks  and  to  the  ba rba r i an s ,  to  the  wi se  and  to  the  
unwi se,  so  much  a s  in  you  i s ,  to  be  re ady  to  p reach  
the gospel  of  Chr i s t .’ You go f ar  hence to the heathen  
t o  make  known  ‘ t h e  un s e a rch ab l e  r i che s  o f  Ch r i s t .’  
However you may sometimes,  for re laxat ion, engage in  
the  s tudie s  o f  na tura l  h i s tor y  or  loca l  pur su i t s ,  th i s  i s  
your bus iness ,  to preach the gospel .  Seek to have your  
own minds  f i l l ed with the g lor y,  and your  own hear t s  
a t t r ac ted  by  the  in f luence  o f  the  Cros s ,  t i l l  you bur n  
with inextinguishable ardour to plant the holy standard  
on the  lo f t i e s t  r ampar t s  o f  super s t i t ion .  Take  a s  your  
example  the  in sp i red  mi s s ionar y  to  the  Gent i l e s ,  and  
de t e r m ine  i n  h i s  s p i r i t  ‘ t o  know no th ing  s ave  Je su s  
Chr i s t  and  h im c r uc i f i ed .’ Repose  unbounded  con f i - 
dence in the weapons of  your war f are.  Seek to be fu l l  
o f  f a i th .  Leave  your  unbe l i e f  in  Eng land .  In  Eng land  
d i d  I  s ay ?  O h  n o :  l e ave  i t  n o t  h e r e ,  we  h ave  t o o  
much  o f  i t  a l re ady ;  c a r r y  i t  w i t h  you  on  boa rd  t h e  
vessel which is to convey you to your station, then sink  
i t  ten thousand f athoms below the surf ace of the ocean 
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and ca l l  the monster s  o f  the deep to s ing i t s  requiem.  
‘ B e  ye  h o l y  t h a t  b e a r  t h e  ve s s e l s  o f  t h e  L o rd .’ B e  
d i l i g en t ;  d e a th  h a s  p a s s ed  on  be fo re  you ;  a l ong  the  
l ine of  your  march r i se  the tombs of  depar ted heroes ;  
and Swar tz ,  and Brainerd,  and Vanderkemp, and Cran,  
and Des  Granges  come for th  f rom the i r  sepu lchre s  a s  
you pass, to admonish you in the language of Scr ipture,  
‘ W h a t eve r  t hy  h a n d  f i n d e t h  t o  d o,  d o  i t  w i t h  t hy  
might, for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge,  
n o r  w i s d o m  i n  t h e  g r a v e ,  w h i t h e r  t h o u  g o e s t .’  
‘Be f a i th fu l  unto dea th .’ Never  for sake your  s t andard .  
When you are found amongst the s lain, let your f ace be  
toward  the  foe,  and  no sca r  be  seen  upon your  back ;  
then will we tell the world that,

When you fell, you fell like stars, 
Streaming splendour through the sky.

My re spec t ed  f a the r s  and  b re th ren  in  the  min i s t r y,  
ha s  th i s  sub jec t  no voice  to  us?  Let  us  lea r n here  our  
obl igat ions.  The pulpit  i s  intended to be a pedesta l  for  
the Cross, though, alas! even the Cross itself ,  i t  is  to be  
f e a red ,  i s  somet ime s  u s ed  a s  a  mere  pede s t a l  f o r  the  
p re a ch e r ’s  f ame.  We  may  ro l l  t h e  t h u n de r s  o f  e l o - 
quence, we may dar t the coruscations of genius, we may  
scatter the flowers of poetry, we may diffuse the light of  
sc ience,  we may enforce the precepts  of  mora l i ty  f rom  
the pulpit ,  but i f  we do not make Chr ist  the g reat sub- 
ject of our preaching, we have forgotten our er rand, and  
sha l l  do  no  good .  Sa t an  t remble s  a t  no th ing  bu t  the  
Cross. At this he does tremble; and if  we would destroy  
h i s  power,  and extend that  holy  and benevolent  k ing- 
dom, which is r ighteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy  
Ghost, it must be by means of the Cross.
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Upon  the  cong reg a t i on ,  t h e  d i s cou r s e  wh i ch  t hey  
have  hea rd  p re f e r s  ju s t  and  ex ten s ive  c l a ims .  Beho ld  
the Lamb of God for yourselves, my hearer s, with peni- 
t ence,  w i th  p r aye r,  and  f a i t h .  Cou ld  you  d i re c t  t h e  
eyes  and hopes  o f  mi l l ions  to  the  Sav iour,  th i s  would  
ava i l  no th ing  fo r  your  s a l va t ion ,  in  the  ab sence  o f  a  
per sona l  appl ica t ion on your  own beha l f .  Having f i r s t  
g iven your se lves  to the Lord,  then use every scr iptura l  
means  for  making h im known to the heathen.  Be im- 
por tuna te  in  p r aye r  tha t  h i s  k ingdom may  come,  h i s  
‘w i l l  be  done  on  e a r th  a s  i t  i s  i n  heaven .’ Be l i ev ing  
p rayer  i s  the  an imat ing  sou l  o f  the  mi s s ionar y  cau se.  
It is this which distinguishes it from every worldly com- 
b ina t ion ,  and  e l eva t e s  i t  f a r  above  the  l eve l  o f  mere  
ea r th ly  in s t i tu t ions .  Le t  th i s  cea se,  and i t  s inks  down  
f rom i t s  own exal ted rank,  to take the place and share  
t h e  f o r t u n e  o f  a l l  o t h e r  h u m a n  a s s o c i a t i o n s .  A ny  
increase  of  e loquence,  funds ,  or  pat ronage,  which the  
c au s e  o f  m i s s i on s  m igh t  a cqu i re,  when  the  s p i r i t  o f  
prayer i s  depar ted, i s  only l ike the extension which the  
human body sometimes gains when the vital pr inciple is  
extinct, or at best but as the tumefaction which precedes  
dissolution.

Yo u r  p ro p e r t y,  h oweve r ,  mu s t  b e  a d d e d  t o  yo u r  
p r aye r s ,  s ince  he  who ha s  commanded  u s  to  a sk ,  ha s  
a l so  en jo ined us  to  seek ;  ev ident ly  in tending by such  
an in junct ion that  a l l  ra t iona l  means  should be uni ted  
w i th  devo t ion  in  eve r y  c a s e  whe re  human  agency  i s  
employed for  God.  Chr i s t i ans ,  I  come to a sk  you th i s  
day, not what you will g ive to send a specif ic remedy to  
a  n a t i on  de so l a t ed  eve r y  ye a r  by  t he  r avage s  o f  t h e  
plague; with such an object I might be bold in appealing 
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to your benevolence; how much more bold, then, when  
I  a sk  what  you wi l l  g ive,  what  you ought  to  g ive,  to  
send the doctr ine of the Cross to more than six hundred  
mill ions of your fel low sinners, who are without Chr ist,  
and  there fore  wi thout  God,  and wi thout  hope  in  the  
wor ld .  Answer  me th i s  que s t ion ,  no t  upon the  p r in- 
ciples of a mere worldly calculation, which looks round  
upon a circle of luxur ious enjoyments with the enquiry  
what can I spare and not be the poorer ; or which values  
every thing by a pecuniary standard; but as a Chr ist ian,  
who professes to have felt the constraining love of Jesus,  
a nd  ‘ t o  h ave  re j o i c ed  i n  God  t h rough  Je s u s  Ch r i s t ,  
by whom we have received the atonement’ ;  answer me  
as  a Chr is t ian, with your eye upon the Cross for sa lva- 
tion, what ought you to g ive out of that proper ty which  
God  h a s  f i r s t  g iven  you ,  t o  s end  t h e  go s p e l  t o  t h e  
he a then ?  I f  any  th ing  c an  be  needed  to  exc i t e  you r  
benevolence, I br ing forward this morning f ive petitions,  
each so l i c i t ing  your  a s s i s t ance,  and each su f f i c ien t  o f  
itself to merit the greatest liberality.

The  f i r s t  i s  u t t e re d  i n  t h e  g ro an s  o f  s i x  hund red  
mil l ions of  human beings,  who as  they pass  before you  
on their way to eternity, repeat that implor ing language,  
‘Come over  and  he lp  u s .’ The  second i s  f rom seve ra l  
hundred  mi s s ionar ie s ,  who,  look ing  a round upon the  
immeasurable  s cene  o f  the i r  l abour s ,  u rge  the  admo- 
n i t ion  o f  the i r  Mas te r,  ‘The  har ve s t  i s  g rea t ,  bu t  the  
l aboure r s  a re  f ew;  p r ay  ye  the re fo re  the  Lord  o f  the  
har ves t ,  that  he would send for th more labourer s  into  
h i s  ha r ve s t .’ The  th i rd  i s  f rom the  d i rec to r s ,  ‘ s t a t ing  
that  their  expenditure thi s  year  has  exceeded their  re- 
ceipts  above f ive thousand pounds,  and entreat ing that 
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they may not  be forced to s l acken thei r  exer t ions ,  for  
want  of  funds  to suppor t  them; which must  inevi tably  
be the case,  unles s  they are  encouraged to go forward  
by increased l iberal ity on the par t of their constituents.’  
The four th is from heaven, borne to us by the spir its of  
depar ted missionar ies, who hover over our assembly this  
mo r n ing ,  ‘ b e s e e ch ing  u s  t o  c a r r y  on  w i t h  renewed  
v igour  tha t  cause  in  which they sacr i f i ced the i r  l ives ;  
and the magnitude and impor tance of which, amidst a l l  
their zeal for its interests, they never perfectly knew ti l l  
they  were  su r rounded  wi th  the  s cene s  o f  the  e te r na l  
wo r l d .’ The  f i f t h  i s ,  w i l l  you  be l i eve  i t ?  f rom he l l .  
Yes ,  d i rec ted  to  your  hea r t s  in  the  sh r i ek  o f  de spa i r,  
comes  the  so l i c i t a t ion  o f  many  a  lo s t  sou l  in  p r i son :  
‘Oh!  send a  mi s s ionar y  to  my f a ther ’s  house,  where  I  
have yet f ive brethren, that he may testi fy to them, that  
they come not into thi s  p lace of  tor ment .’ You cannot  
rep ly  to  th i s ,  ‘They have Moses  and the  prophet s ,  l e t  
t h e m  h e a r  t h e m .’ W h a t  h e a r t s  yo u  mu s t  p o s s e s s  i f  
you can be deaf  to such pleas ,  and can tur n away such  
petit ions unrel ieved. Have you ar r ived at the very l imit  
of your abil i ty, and is every pr ivate resource exhausted?  
Then le t  us  go to the t reasur y of  the sanctuar y,  le t  us  
melt down the church plate, and conver t even that into  
a  means  of  sending the gospe l  to the heathen,  a s sured  
tha t  i f  we  have  noth ing  e l s e  to  g ive,  i t  wi l l  be  more  
accep table  to  our  d iv ine  Lord  to  s ee  i t  so  employed ,  
than to behold it  gl i tter ing upon his sacramental board.  
Bu t  do  no t  p l e ad  such  a  nece s s i t y  t i l l  you  have  su r - 
r e nde red  t h e  l u xu r i e s  o f  you r  own  hou s e s ,  t i l l  t h e  
go rgeou s  d i s p l ay  upon  you r  own  t ab l e s  i s  g iven  up.  
The mere t i the  o f  ext ravagance would suppor t  a l l  the 
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Miss ionar y and Bible Societ ies  in exi s tence,  magni f ied  
to  ten t imes  the i r  pre sent  extent .  A showy and l av i sh  
profusion in our habits is not only injur ious to our own  
sp i r i tua l  in te re s t s ,  but  a l so  to  the  in te re s t s  o f  o ther s .  
I t  i s  a  fe lony upon the fund of  mercy.  Fruga l i ty  i s  the  
best f inancier of philanthropy, and one of the most im- 
portant auxiliar ies of the missionary cause.

I t  i s  an  encour agemen t  to  you r  l i b e r a l i t y  t o  know  
that eventual ly nothing shal l  be lost .  You are employed  
in bui lding that temple of which Jehovah declares,  ‘My  
house shal l  be ca l led a house of  prayer for a l l  nat ions’ ;  
and of  which the top s tone sha l l  a t  length be brought  
for th,  amidst  the shouts  of  exult ing spectator s ,  cr ying,  
‘Grace,  g r ace  un to  i t .’ S tupendous  and  g lo r iou s  ed i - 
f ice!  i t s  t ransept shal l  extend from the nor ther n to the  
souther n pole.  I t s  choi r  sha l l  re s t  upon the empire  o f  
China, and its western window look out upon the waters  
o f  t he  g re a t  Sou th  Sea ;  wh i l e  a l l  t he  na t ion s  o f  t he  
earth, attracted by the Cross which shines upon its dome,  
s h a l l  a s s embl e  w i th in  i t s  m igh ty  c i rcumfe rence,  and  
amidst  the sacred memor ia l s  of  miss ionary inst i tut ions,  
and the monumental inscr iptions of i l lustr ious men oc- 
cupy ing  eve r y  n i che,  and  hang ing  f rom eve r y  p i l l a r,  
shall celebrate the jubilee of the world, and unite in the  
s u b l i m e  a n t h e m ,  ‘ H a l l e l u j a h ;  s a l va t i o n ,  a n d  g l o r y,  
and  honour,  and  power  unto  the  Lord  our  God.  The  
kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our  
Lord and of  his  Chr is t ,  and he shal l  re ign for ever and  
eve r.  Wor thy  i s  t he  Lamb tha t  wa s  s l a i n .’ Whi l e  the  
ten thousand times ten thousand angels round about the  
throne sha l l  respond to the shouts  of  the redeemed on  
ear th ,  ‘Say ing wi th  a  loud voice,  Wor thy i s  the  Lamb 
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that was slain to receive power, and r iches, and wisdom,  
and  s t reng th ,  and  honou r,  and  g l o r y,  and  b l e s s i ng ’ ;  
and st i l l  the chorus shal l  swel l ,  and st i l l  the strain shal l  
wax louder and louder,  ‘ t i l l  ever y creature which i s  in  
he aven ,  and  on  the  e a r th ,  and  unde r  the  e a r th ,  and  
such  a s  a re  in  the  sea ,  and  a l l  tha t  a re  in  them,  sha l l  
c r y,  B le s s ing ,  honour,  g lor y,  and power,  be  unto h im  
tha t  s i t t e th  upon the  throne,  and unto  the  Lamb,  for  
ever and ever. Amen. Amen.’
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The editor regrets that this sermon, which should have pre- 
ceded the last, as preached before it, has not come in its proper  
place, as he intended to arrange the sermons in order of time.  
The like error shall not occur again.

With regard to the sermon itself, the editor cannot refrain  
from remarking that the author himself lived up to all which he  
here enjoins, and that he owed all his success as a minister and  
an author to his observance of the rules which he here lays down.  
And the editor does not recollect hearing from him any impor- 
tant maxim as to a minister’s duty or conduct which he has not  
met with in this sermon. The author here tells the secrets of  
his own success, which exceeded that of most ministers. When  
this charge was given he was a young unknown man, but all his  
subsequent experience confirmed the opinions which it contained.  
In the author’s peculiar manner, he goes into particulars not  
often treated on similar occasions, yet not the less important;  
and these counsels, enforced by his own practice and its results,  
during more than forty years after they were first uttered, will,  
the editor trusts, by this re-publication of them, long benefit  
the denomination which his father so loved and laboured for.
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My Dear Brother,

I  r i s e  t o  a d d r e s s  y o u  u n d e r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a t  
once  mos t  in te re s t ing  and  mos t  embar r a s s ing .  I  have  
under taken, at your par ticular request,  an off ice usual ly  
a s s i gned  t o  o l d e r  m in i s t e r s  t h an  my s e l f .  The  hoa r y  
c rown i s  thought  to  add weight  and emphas i s  to  tha t  
par t  of  a l l  ordinat ion ser vice denominated the charge.  
Th i s  g l o r y  do e s  no t  e n c i r c l e  my  b row s .  Co mpa re d  
wi th  many  by  whom I  am su r rounded ,  and  a t  whose  
feet I  should thankful ly s i t  to receive instruct ion, I  am  
bu t  young  in  the  Chr i s t i an  min i s t r y.  What  I  want  in  
age  and  expe r i ence,  howeve r,  i f  a  sub s t i tu t e  may  be  
admitted,  I  wi l l  endeavour to supply by af fect ion.  You  
are  my brother,  not  mere ly by the t ie s  of  re l ig ion and  
of off ice; the same mother bore us, the same f ather was  
the guide of  our youth;  whose sa inted spir i t s ,  perhaps,  
now bend  f rom the i r  ce l e s t i a l  th rone s  to  wi tne s s  the  
scene of this morning; and I shal l  direct no admonition  
to your hear t, my brother, which is not full fraught with  
the affection of mine. In order to do away every appear- 
ance of  pre sumpt ion,  I  wi sh to  be cons idered a s  pub- 
l ic ly  recognis ing the vows which,  more than ten year s  
a go,  I  p l e dged  i n  c i rcums t anc e s  s im i l a r  t o  t ho s e  i n  
which you now s tand.  I  wi sh  to  fee l  addre s sed by my 
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own charge,  thrown back in echo upon my own spir i t ;  
and have therefore se lected a  text  which,  though I  am  
the speaker,  associates me with you in the exhor tat ions  
it conveys.

2 Corinthians 6:4.

In all things approving ourselves as the ministers of God.

The commencement of  thi s  chapter should have been  
rendered in the form of a solemn address to those who were  
e m p l oye d  i n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  m i n i s t r y  a t  C o r i n t h .  
‘Now then ,  f e l l ow worke r s ,  we  be s eech  you  th a t  ye  
rece ive  not  the  g race  o f  God in  va in .’ The four  sma l l  
words, supplied without the least necessity by the trans- 
l a tor s ,  se r ve  no other  pur pose  than to  a l te r  the  sense  
and mar the beauty of  the or ig inal .  The whole passage  
i s  a charge to those whom the apost le in the preceding  
chapter had represented as  entrusted with the minis t r y  
of reconcil iat ion, and whom he here admonishes not to  
‘ rece ive  th i s  d i s t ingu i shed  f avour  in  va in ;  to  g ive  no  
o f fence in  anything,  tha t  the  mini s t r y  be  not  blamed;  
but in a l l  things to approve themselves as  the minis ter s  
of God.’

These words present us with a descr iption,
1.  Of  the  na tu re  o f  ou r  o f f i c e.  We a re  ‘ t he  min i s - 

ters of God.’
T h i s  i m p l i e s ,  1 .  T h a t  we  a r e  s e n t  by  G o d .  T h e  

concer ns  o f  the  Chr i s t i an  church a re  admini s te red by  
h im  ‘who  i s  ove r  a l l ,  God  b l e s s ed  f o r  eve r.’ And  o f  
cour se an af f a ir  of  so much impor tance as  the appoint- 
ment  o f  i t s  pr inc ipa l  o f f i cer s ,  mus t  be  h i s  ina l ienable  
prerogat ive.  Ever y one who i s  t r u ly a  mini s ter  of  God 
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mu s t  b e  c a l l e d  by  h im  t o  t h e  wo rk .  To  p rove  you r  
commiss ion,  you have no need to resor t  to apostol ica l  
success ion; you have der ived i t  immediately from God,  
and no power on ear th can add to i t  the lea s t  va l id i ty  
whatever.  I t  cannot be necessary for me on the present  
occasion to enter par ticularly into the nature of a scr ip- 
tura l  ca l l  to  the  work of  the  mini s t r y.  To expres s  th i s  
matter  summar i ly,  i t  appear s  to me,  that  an ardent de- 
sire to be employed in the work with a view to the glory  
of God in the sa lvat ion of s inner s ,  endowment with a l l  
those  qua l i f i ca t ions  which the  Word of  God requi re s ,  
toge ther  wi th  the  e lec t ion o f  a  church o f  Chr i s t ,  a re  
indicat ions of the mind of God, suf f ic ient ly obvious to  
war rant the conclusion that we are called to this honour- 
able  but  a rduous  o f f i ce.  I f  the  account  you have  ju s t  
re ad  o f  your  v i ews  and  f ee l ing s  a s  a  Chr i s t i an ,  your  
mot ive s ,  de s i re s ,  and a ims  a s  a  min i s te r,  be  a  f a i th fu l  
representation of your mind, i t  may be regarded by you  
in the l ight of a copy of let ter s  patent,  i s sued from the  
chancer y  o f  heaven,  s igned by  the  Grea t  Head o f  the  
church,  and author i s ing you,  a l though i t  bear  no im- 
p re s s  o f  c rown or  mi t re,  to  p reach  the  go spe l  to  the  
per ishing children of men; and when the pr ide of eccle- 
s iast ical  domination would at any time demand by what  
author i ty you do these things ,  you have only to reply,  
t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  h i m  ‘ w h o  g i ve t h  p a s t o r s  a n d  
teachers, for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of  
the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.’

2 .  This  expres s ion impl ies  that  you are to labour for  
God.  I f  fo r  God,  then not  sure ly  for  your se l f .  Se l f  i s  
an idol which has been wor shipped by f ar g reater mul- 
titudes than any other deity of either ancient or modern  
heathenism. A minister is the last man in the world who 



138	 works of john angell james volume i�

should be seen at the al tar of this  abomination, and yet  
without g reat  care he i s  l ike ly to be there the f i r s t ,  to  
l inger there the longest ,  to bow the lowest,  and to ex= 
pres s  h i s  devot ion by the cos t l ie s t  sacr i f ices .  This ,  my  
brother, and ‘not the form of creeping things or women  
weeping for Tammuz’, is the abomination which Ezekiel  
would witness  in many a Chr i s t ian temple;  thi s  i s  ‘ the  
image of jea lousy which provoketh to jea lousy’ ,  before  
which the glory of  Jehovah so often,  in modern t imes,  
retires from between the cherubim to the threshold, from  
the threshold to the exter ior, ti l l  at length the linger ing  
symbol total ly removes, and the fearful word Ichabod is  
inscr ibed alike upon the pulpit and the pews.

Many se r ve  themse lve s  in s tead  o f  God,  even by  the  
work of the ministr y.  Some by enter ing upon it  merely  
with a view to temporal  suppor t .  Ashamed to beg, un- 
willing to work, they crouch for a piece of silver, and say,  
‘Put me into the pr iest ’s  off ice, that I may eat a morsel  
of  bread.’ ‘They teach for hire,  and divine for money’ ;  
a nd  on  t h i s  a c coun t  a re  s t i gma t i s ed  i n  S c r i p t u re  a s  
‘g reedy dogs that can never have enough’, as ‘shepherds  
that  do not under stand, looking every one for his  gain  
f rom hi s  quar ter.’ This  preva i l s  to a  most  awful  extent  
in every established church in Chr istendom, and neces- 
sar i ly must do so, as long as human nature remains what  
i t  i s ,  and so many pulpi t s  are at  the di sposa l  of  secular  
pa t ronage.  Nor  i s  i t  a l together  unknown amongs t  the  
body of  d i s senter s .  A man whom indolence has  led to  
th i s  of f ice,  and who has  conver ted the pulpi t  into the  
hiding place of  the s loth,  i s  one of  the meanest ,  a s  he  
cer ta in ly  i s  one of  the gui l t ie s t ,  o f  h i s  spec ies .  Some- 
t imes  h i s  pun i shment  comes  in  th i s  wor ld ,  and  he  i s  
dr iven out  by an indignant  people,  who deter mine no 
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longer to starve their souls in order to support his body;  
or i f ,  l ike a wolf ,  he continue to feed and f at ten upon  
the flock, it is only for the hour of approaching destruc- 
t i o n .  ‘ B u t  I  a m  p e r s u a d e d  b e t t e r  t h i n g s  o f  yo u ,  
although I thus speak.’

Other s  se r ve  themse lves  in  the  mini s t r y  by enter ing  
i t  chie f ly  with a  v iew to l i terar y le i sure and sc ient i f ic  
pur su i t s .  You know my sent iment s  on the  impor tance  
of learning to the minister ial character too well, to sup- 
po s e  th a t  I  am now p l a c ing  i t  unde r  the  b an  o f  t he  
pulpi t .  The pas tora l  of f ice i s  nei ther  the of f spr ing nor  
the advocate of vandal i sm; i t  does not say to barbar i sm  
thou ar t my sister, nor to ignorance thou ar t my mother.  
You may draw the water s of the Castal ian fountain, and  
cu l l  t h e  f l owe r s  o f  Pa r n a s s u s .  You  may  exp l o re  t h e  
wor ld of  mind with Locke,  or  the laws of  matter  with  
Newton, but not as the end of your enter ing the minis- 
t e r i a l  o f f i c e .  The  pu l p i t ,  a nd  no t  t h e  s t udy,  i s  t h e  
summit  on which your  eye  i s  to  be  f ixed ,  and a l l  the  
intense application of the latter is but to prepare you for  
a  mo re  command ing  em inenc e  upon  t h e  f o r me r.  A  
thir st for l i terary pur suits ,  i f  your highest object, might  
l i f t  you f ar ther above the contempt of your fel low crea- 
tures ,  than an indolent regard to temporal  suppor t ,  but  
wil l  not elevate you one step nearer to the approbation  
of  your God; i t  might place you upon ear th’s  pinnacle,  
but  only to be smit ten a f ter  a l l  by heaven’s  l ightnings ;  
i t  might  procure  for  you the  br ighte s t  and the  pure s t  
crown of worldly glory, but only to be quenched amidst  
the blackness of darkness for ever.

Not  a  f ew make  the  min i s t e r i a l  o f f i c e  t r i bu t a r y  to  
the  acqui s i t ion  o f  mere  popula r  app lause.  Vox popul i  
is their directory and their aim. To commend themselves, 
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i s  t h e  s e c r e t  b u t  p owe r f u l  s p r i n g  o f  a l l  t h e y  d o.  
Se l f  i s  wi th them in the s tudy direct ing thei r  reading,  
se lect ing their  texts ,  ar rang ing their  thoughts ,  forming  
the i r  image s ,  and  a l l  w i th  a  v i ew to  sh ine  in  publ i c.  
Thus  p repared ,  they  a scend the  pu lp i t  wi th  the  s ame  
object which conducts the actor to the stage, to secure  
t h e  a pp l au s e  o f  a pp rov ing  s p e c t a t o r s ;  eve r y  t one  i s  
modulated, every emphasis laid, every attitude regulated,  
to  p l ea se  r a the r  than  to  p ro f i t ;  to  recommend them- 
s e l ve s  and  no t  Je su s  Chr i s t .  The  s e r v i ce  ended ,  th i s  
bosom idol returns with them to their own abode, ren- 
der s  them res t le s s  and uneasy  to  know how they have  
s ucceeded ,  and  pu t s  t hem upon  the  meane s t  a c t s  t o  
d r aw fo r th  the  op in ion  o f  the i r  hea re r s .  I f  admi red ,  
they receive their  reward; i f  not,  the f i r s t  pr ize i s  lost .  
It  i s  nothing in abatement of the sin, that al l  this while  
evange l i c a l  s en t iment s  a re  u t t e red .  Or thodoxy  i s  the  
most direct road to popular i ty.  Chr is t  may be the text ,  
when se l f  i s  the ser mon; and dreadful  as  i t  seems,  i t  i s  
to be feared that not a few have elevated the Cross only  
to suspend upon the sacred tree their own honours, and  
have employed a l l  the g lor ies  of  redemption merely to  
emb l a zon  t h e i r  own  n ame.  My  d e a r  b ro t h e r ,  when  
car r ied to thi s  height ,  i t  i s  the dires t ,  deepest  t ragedy,  
tha t  was  ever  per for med by man,  s ince  i t  ends  in  the  
actual  and eternal death of the performer, who forgets ,  
a s  he snuf f s  the ga le  of  popular  applause,  that  i t  bear s  
the vapours of damnation.

Bu t  you  a re  a  m in i s t e r,  t h a t  i s ,  a  s e r van t ,  o f  God ;  
and a s  such are  to  sum up a l l  your  l i fe  and labour s  in  
that  one subl ime and comprehensive direct ion,  ‘What- 
soever  you do,  do a l l  to  the  g lor y  o f  God.’ From th i s  
hour t i l l  your tongue cease to ar t iculate and your hear t 
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be  co ld ,  your  bus ine s s ,  your  p lea sure,  your  a im mus t  
be to serve God in the ministr y of the gospel ,  by seek- 
ing his  glory in the sa lvat ion of immor tal  souls .  What- 
ever other men do, and are permitted to do, this is your  
duty.  Without  re t i r ing to the g loom and indolence of  
monas t i c  sec lu s ion ,  you have  in  the  bes t  sense  o f  the  
term, taken the vei l  to God. Before that altar on which  
the Son of God offered up himself a sacr if ice to sin, you  
have  t aken  the  vow o f  s epa r a t ion  to  the  wor ld .  You  
p ro fe s s  to  have  re l inqu i shed  the  ca ree r  o f  commerce,  
f ame,  weal th,  and ever y other road through which the  
human spir i t  marches to the g rat i f icat ion of  an ear thly  
ambition, and to be so f illed with a desire to glor ify God  
in the salvation of souls ,  that you could stand upon the  
mount which the Saviour occupied when under satanic  
temptat ion,  and re fuse  a l l  the k ingdoms of  the wor ld ,  
rather than g ive up the object which now f ills your heart  
and  occup i e s  your  hand s .  To  the  a ccomp l i shment  o f  
this  you are to br ing a l l  the ta lents  you possess ,  a l l  the  
sol ic i tude you can feel ,  a l l  the inf luence you can com- 
mand ,  and  a l l  t he  t ime  you  a re  de s t ined  to  l ive ;  f o r  
you are not your own, but the minister of God.

3.  Thi s  expre s s ion impl ie s  a l so  tha t  you a re  re spon- 
sible to God. Your presidency over the church is neither  
sovere ign nor  leg i s l a t ive,  but  admini s t ra t ive  only,  and  
the re fore  you a re  accountable  fo r  i t s  exerc i s e  to  h im  
f rom whom i t  i s  de r ived .  ‘We mus t  a l l  appea r  be fore  
t he  j udgemen t - s e a t  o f  Chr i s t .’ No  man  ha s  more  t o  
account for at that day, and with no man wil l  the Judge  
be  more s t r ic t  in  h i s  requi rements ,  than a  mini s ter  o f  
the  gospe l .  In  tha t  day  o f  t e r ror s ,  d i s c lo sure s  wi l l  be  
made that  wi l l  amaze a l l  wor lds ;  but  when the ve i l  o f  
s e c re cy,  wh i ch  now conce a l s  s o  many  un though t  o f 
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mat ter s ,  sha l l  be rent  a sunder,  nothing so fear fu l  sha l l  
be  d i scovered  a s  a  f a i th le s s  min i s te r  o f  God.  At  s ight  
of him, as he goes trembling to the throne, the counte- 
nance of  the Judge g lows wi th more ter r ible  indigna- 
t ion; the thunder rol l s  with seven-fold ter ror s;  a shr iek  
o f  hor ror  invo lunta r i l y  e scape s  f rom the  hos t s  o f  the  
redeemed ;  wh i l e  a  f i end- l i ke  shou t  i s  u t t e red  by  a l l  
o t he r  mon s t e r s  o f  i n i qu i t y,  ove r  an  i n s t an ce  o f  d e - 
pravity whose agg ravat ions swel l  above the heinousness  
of  their s .  What wi l l  the miserable creature say to such  
sound s  a s  t he s e.  ‘Thou  wicked  and  s l o th fu l  s e r van t ,  
where fore  ha s t  thou l ived  fo r  thy se l f ?  Where  a re  the  
s ou l s  I  en t r u s t ed  t o  t hy  c a re ?  Wha t  h a s t  t hou  done  
w i th  thy  t ime  and  thy  t a l en t s ?  How ha s t  thou  l ived ,  
a nd  how p re a ched ? ’ Bu t  I  f o r b e a r,  t h e  s c ene  i s  t oo  
aw fu l  even  to  be  imag ined .  A t  t h a t  d ay,  and  be fo re  
that  t r ibunal  you and I  must  meet  aga in.  Then a l l  our  
motives and our conduct wil l  be known. I shal l  witness  
your degradation or honour, and you wil l  witness mine.  
Oh that we could make the judgement-seat of Chr ist the  
po l a r  s t a r  o f  a l l  our  conduc t ,  and  p reach  and  l ive  a s  
with the scenery of that day ever present to our imag i- 
nation.

I I .  T h e  t e x t  i n s t r u c t s  u s  i n  w h a t  way  t h e  d u t i e s  
o f  our  o f f i ce  shou ld  be  d i s cha rged ,  so  a s  to  approve  
ou r s e l ve s  t h e  m in i s t e r s  o f  God .  We  shou l d  app rove  
our s e l ve s  to  God ,  to  the  church ,  to  the  wor ld .  Th i s  
expre s s ion  imp l i e s  tha t  we  no t  on ly  a s sume the  pa s - 
tora l  charac ter,  but  tha t  we commend our se lves  to  a l l  
who have an oppor tunity of  observing our conduct ,  as  
f a i thful ly  and fu l ly  di scharg ing i t s  dut ies .  In a  para l le l  
pas sage to th i s  we are  exhor ted ‘ to make fu l l  proof  of  
our  mini s t r y.’ 2   Timothy 4 :6 .  According to M’Knight , 



	 proof-reading draft� 143

the or ig inal word s ignif ies ‘ to be car r ied with ful l  sai l .’  
Th i s  a l l u s i on ,  i f  i t  b e  j u s t ,  i s  a s  i n s t r u c t ive  a s  i t  i s  
beau t i fu l .  Whi le  some men who have  noth ing  o f  the  
minis ter  but the name, ignorant ,  indolent ,  and useless ,  
a re  l ike  empty  and d i smant led  hu lk s  moored  in  some  
nar row creek;  do you f ind your  emblem in the  r ich ly  
f re ighted  ve s se l  g l id ing  wi th  ever y  s a i l  s e t  be fore  the  
b reeze  o f  heaven ,  and  t r aver s ing  the  ocean  to  enr i ch  
he r  emp loye r s  w i th  he r  p re c iou s  c a r go.  The  apo s t l e  
has par ticularly specif ied in the ver ses which fol low the  
t e x t ,  i n  w h a t  way  t h i s  m ay  b e  e f f e c t e d :  ‘ I n  mu c h  
pat ience,  in  a f f l i c t ions ,  in  neces s i t ie s ,  in  d i s t re s se s ,  in  
s t r i f e s ,  i n  impr i sonmen t s ,  i n  tumu l t s ,  i n  l abour s ,  i n  
watchings ,  in  f a s t ings ;  by  purenes s ,  by  knowledge,  by  
long  su f f e r ing ,  by  k indnes s ,  by  a  ho ly  sp i r i t ,  by  love  
unfeigned, by the word of truth, by the power of God,  
by the ar mour of  r ighteousnes s  on the r ight  hand and  
on  the  l e f t ,  by  honour  and  d i shonour,  by  ev i l  repor t  
and  good  repor t .’ Leav ing  th i s  beau t i fu l  d i rec to r y  to  
f i nd  i t s  own  we igh t ,  I  s h a l l  c l a s s  you r  du t i e s  i n  the  
following order:

1.  App rove  you r s e l f  t h e  m in i s t e r  o f  God  by  f a i t h - 
fu l ly  preaching hi s  word.  This  i s  to  be a  g reat  par t  o f  
the  bus ine s s  o f  your  fu ture  l i f e.  I  t r u s t  you wi l l  ever  
keep  the  pu lp i t  s ac red  to  the  pur pose  for  which  i t  i s  
e r e c t e d .  P r e a c h  t h e r e  t h e  wo rd  o f  G o d .  I t  i s  t h e  
chair neither of philosophy nor of l i terature, and there- 
fore whatever i l lustrat ions you may at  any t ime bor row  
f rom the  sc ience s ,  o r  to  whatever  u se  you may app ly  
the a ids  of  lear ning in the way of  leg i t imate cr i t ic i sm,  
n eve r  a c t  t h e re  t h e  p e d a n t .  I t  i s  n o t  t h e  ro s t r a  o f  
Polit ical declamation, and should never be enveloped in  
the mist s  of  pol i t ics .  I t  i s  not the arena of  controver sy 
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where the preacher is  to display his adroitness in attack  
and defence,  and therefore however necessar y you may  
somet imes  f ind i t  to  guard the t r uth f rom the a s sau l t s  
of its adversar ies, or to direct the whole ar ti l lery of just  
re a son ing  upon  the  s t rongho ld s  o f  e r ro r,  I  t r u s t  the  
character  of  your publ ic  mini s t ra t ions  wi l l  not ,  in  the  
s t r i c t  s en s e  o f  t he  t e r m ,  be  po l emic a l .  I t  i s  no t  i n - 
tended to  be  a  s t a l l ,  where  the  pet ty  manuf ac turer  o f  
t insel eloquence and rhetor ical f lowers shall  display to a  
gaping crowd his  gaudy wares ;  and therefore whenever  
yo u  e m p l oy  ‘ t h o u g h t s  t h a t  b re a t h e  a n d  wo rd s  t h a t  
bur n ’ ,  I  hope  i t  w i l l  no t  be  wi th  a  v i ew to  p l ay  the  
orator,  but more deeply to impress the hear t ,  and more  
power fu l ly  to  a l a r m the consc ience.  Nor i s  the  pulp i t  
mere ly  the  s ea t  o f  the  mora l i s t ,  where  Ep ic te tu s  and  
Seneca del iver  their  cold and hear t les s  ethics ,  but  i t  i s  
the  orac le  o f  heaven,  appointed to  de l iver  in  fu l l  and  
f a i th fu l  re spon se  the  wi l l  and  pur po se s  o f  God  con- 
cerning the salvation and the duty of the human race.

I n  pu r s u an c e  o f  t h i s  i d e a ,  I  s h a l l  r em ind  you ,  o f  
the matter of your preaching.

Take  ca re  tha t  i t  i s  t r u ly  and f a i th fu l ly  the  word  o f  
God .  May  you  be  gua rded  f rom de l ive r ing  e r ro r  in - 
s tead o f  t r u th .  Oh!  how t rembl ing ly  a f ra id  should  we  
be  o f  subs t i tu t ing  the  invent ions  o f  human ignorance  
for  the doctr ines  of  d iv ine inspi ra t ion.  How ear nes t ly  
should we pray to be led into al l  truth. How cautiously  
should we search the Word of  God.  Should we er r,  in  
a l l  probabi l i ty we shal l  not have the pr ivi lege of er r ing  
a lone.  A preacher  o f  e r ror  s t ands  a s  a  sor t  o f  vo lcano  
in the moral  world:  his  mind is  the dreadful laboratory  
whe re  t h e  m i s c h i e f  i s  p re p a re d ;  h i s  l i p s  t h e  c r a t e r  
whence it is disgorged upon the world; and every sermon 



	 proof-reading draft� 145

t h a t  h e  p r e a c h e s  a n  i r r u p t i o n  o f  l a v a  u p o n  t h e  
m o r a l  i n t e r e s t s  o f  m a n k i n d .  N o  m a n  h a s  s o  mu c h  
cause  to  t remble  a t  those  fea r fu l  words  a s  a  min i s te r :  
‘ I  tes t i fy unto every man that heareth the words of  the  
prophecy of this  book, i f  any man shal l  add unto these  
th ing s ,  God  sha l l  add  un to  h im the  p l ague s  th a t  a re  
wr i t ten  in  th i s  book.  And i f  any  man sha l l  t ake  away  
f rom the words  o f  th i s  prophecy,  God sha l l  t ake  away  
h i s  pa r t  ou t  o f  the  book o f  l i f e,  and  out  o f  the  ho ly  
c i t y,  and  f rom the  t h i ng s  wh i ch  a re  wr i t t en  i n  t h i s  
book .’ Gu ided  by  t h e  Sp i r i t  o f  God ,  may  you  s t e e r  
in safety through this Scylla and Charybdis.

Preach the whole  counse l  o f  God.  E luc ida te  i t s  h i s- 
tor ie s ;  exp la in  i t s  p rophec ie s ;  deve lope  i t s  doc t r ine s ;  
incu lca te  i t s  p recept s ;  denounce  i t s  threa ten ings ;  un- 
f o l d  i t s  p rom i s e s ;  re p e a t  i t s  i nv i t a t i on s ;  en f o rc e  i t s  
i n s t i t u t i on s .  Wha t  a  s ub l im i t y,  wha t  a  va r i e t y,  wha t  
a  h a r m o n y,  o f  s u b j e c t s  i s  b e f o r e  yo u !  I f  yo u  a r e  
straightened it  must be in your self ,  not in your themes.  
As a s teward of the myster ies  of  the kingdom you have  
access  to inf inite and exhaust less  s tores .  I f  your people  
are  s tar ved by the penury,  or  wear ied by the sameness  
o f  your preaching,  i t  cannot  be for  want  of  var ie ty  or  
opulence in the treasures of revelat ion, but for want of  
indust r y and f ide l i ty  in your se l f .  Do not  then conf ine  
your sel f  and your people in some l i t t le nook or corner  
o f  revea l ed  t r u th ,  and  wr i t e  upon  a l l  t he  re s t ,  t e r r a  
incogni ta .  Explore for  them and with them the whole  
wor ld  o f  in sp i r a t ion .  Such i s  the  bound le s s  ex tent  o f  
th i s  s ac red  te r r i tor y,  tha t  wi thout  wi sh ing  or  wa i t ing  
for f ar ther revelat ions,  we shal l  never reach the end of  
those  a l ready  g iven .  By  the  a id  o f  B ibl i c a l  c r i t i c i sm,  
d i l igent  reading,  accurate  col la t ion,  deep penetra t ion, 
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the Chr i s t ian s tudent  wi l l  be cont inual ly  di sc los ing to  
his people new reg ions and fresh treasures in God’s most  
prec ious  Word.  Mines  o f  wea l th  wi l l  open a t  h i s  fee t ,  
and prospects of ineff able beauty wil l  expand before his  
eye.  I f  you fol low thi s  advice,  you wi l l  not  be known,  
l ike  some,  by a  par t icu la r  top ic.  The mini s te r s  o f  the  
gospel  have no more r ight to divide between them the  
different par ts of divine revelation, each taking only his  
f avour i t e  doc t r ine,  th an  they  have  to  sha re  be tween  
them, or  a t tempt to do so,  the mora l  qua l i f ica t ions  of  
the minister ia l  character,  each select ing some insulated  
g race,  and neg lec t ing  a l l  the  re s t .  Our  preach ing and  
our conduct should be a spir itual microcosm. the former  
in relation to truth, the latter to holiness.

S t i l l ,  a f te r  a l l ,  and in  per fec t  cons i s tency wi th  what  
I  have a l ready advanced,  I  remind you that ,  a s  a  mini- 
s t e r  o f  t h e  New Te s t amen t ,  you  a re  t o  b e  ‘ a  swee t  
s avou r  o f  Chr i s t .’ I n  t h i s  re s pec t  you  c anno t  h ave  a  
be t t e r  mode l  th an  the  g re a t  apo s t l e  o f  the  Gen t i l e s .  
‘ I  d e t e r m i n e d ,’ s a y s  h e ,  ‘ t o  k n ow  n o t h i n g  a m o n g  
you  bu t  Je s u s  Ch r i s t ,  a nd  h im  c r u c i f i e d ;  whom we  
preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in  
a l l  wi sdom, that  we may present  ever y man per fect  in  
C h r i s t  J e s u s .’ N o  p h r a s e  h a s  b e e n  l e s s  u n d e r s t o o d  
than  preach ing  Chr i s t .  By  some i t  ha s  been conf ined  
to the eternal repetition of a few common-place thoughts  
upon  the  s ame  f i r s t  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  d iv ine  t r u th .  The  
e p i s t l e s  o f  S t  Pa u l  a r e  t h e  b e s t  e x p o s i t i o n  o f  t h i s  
phra se,  for  a s  he deter mined to know nothing i .e. ,  to  
make known nothing,  but Chr i s t ,  of  cour se he intends  
tha t  eve r y th ing  he  d id  make  known,  shou ld  be  con- 
s i d e red  a s  an  a c comp l i s hmen t  o f  t h i s  pu r po s e.  Now  
what a vast var iety, what a mighty range of topic do we 
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f ind in hi s  epi s t le s .  There we f ind the whole  compas s  
of doctr inal theology, the whole body of practical divi- 
n i ty,  pos i t ive  in s t i tu t ions ,  church  gover nment ,  soc i a l  
dut ie s ,  ske tches  o f  Old Tes tament  h i s tor y,  a  comple te  
expos i t ion of  the ceremonia l  l aw;  and yet  a l l  th i s  was  
making known Christ. His Cross is the centre of the whole  
system, around which, in nearer or more remote circles,  
al l  the doctr ines and the duties of revelation perpetually  
revolve; from which the former bor row their l ight,  and  
t h e  l a t t e r  t h e i r  e n e r g y.  L e t  a l l  yo u r  p r e a c h i n g  b e  
directed to exhibit  Chr is t  in the dignity of  his  per son,  
the design of his mediation, the var iety of his off ices, the  
freeness of his g race, the nature of his kingdom, and the  
pe r f e c t  be au ty  o f  h i s  ex amp le.  And  thu s ,  wh i l e  you  
c a u s e  yo u r  p e o p l e  t o  s c e n t  t h e  f r a g r a n c e  o f  eve r y  
f lower, and taste the sweetness of every fruit in the gar- 
den o f  the  Lord ,  you wi l l  more  s t a ted ly  co l l ec t  them  
round the tree of l i fe in the midst of the garden, whose  
leaves are for the healing of the nations.

Much may be sa id  of  the manner  of  your  preaching.  
An air of deep ser iousness should character ise our whole  
depor tmen t  wh i l e  de l ive r ing  the  Word  o f  God .  The  
pulpi t  i s  the most  so lemn s i tuat ion,  and preaching the  
mo s t  s o l emn  emp loymen t  upon  e a r t h ,  t o  wh i ch  we  
shou ld  eve r  b r ing  ‘ tha t  awe  which  war n s  u s  how we  
t ouch  a  ho l y  t h ing .’ No t  on l y  shou ld  a l l  me r r imen t  
and  jocu l a r i t y  be  exc luded ,  bu t  a l l  tha t  f l i ppancy  o f  
manner,  tha t  l ight  and f r ivo lous  a i r,  tha t  ca re le s s  and  
i r reve rend  exp re s s i on ,  t h a t  ‘ s t a r t  and  s t a re  t he a t r i c ’  
which a re  but  too common in  the  pre sent  age.  Ever y  
look, every tone, every gesture, should indicate a mind  
awed by the presence of God, impressed with the solem- 
nity of  eter nity;  should bespeak a hear t  f i l led with the 
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magnitude of its own salvation, and oppressed with soli- 
citude for the souls of other s;  in shor t,  should manifest  
a  consc iousnes s  o f  our  be ing  ‘ in  a  temple  re sounding  
wi th  awfu l  vo ice s ,  and  f i l l ed  wi th  ho ly  in sp i r a t ion s .’  
In the pulpit ,  we seem placed between the three worlds  
o f  heaven ,  ea r th ,  and  he l l ,  to  un fo ld ,  a s  they  l i e  ex- 
panded before our imag ination, the glor ies of the f ir s t ,  
the vanity of the second, and the torments of the third.  
Can we rea l ly  be in ear nes t ,  or  wi l l  our  hearer s  th ink  
us  so,  or  be l ike ly to become so themselves ,  unles s  we  
d i s cove r  a  d e ep  and  imp re s s ive  s e r i ou sne s s  i n  s ome  
measure adapted to our situation?

Al l  our preaching should have a  holy and mora l  ten- 
dency.  Grea t  p a in s  have  been  t aken  by  two  oppos i t e  
c l a s se s  o f  preacher s  and wr i ter s  to  in t roduce a  sch i sm  
between the Son of God and the leg is lator of the Jews.  
The tables of the Law and the Cross have been opposed,  
l ike hosti le for ts upon Mount Sinai and Mount Calvary,  
to  demol i sh each other.  Impious  e f for t !  Have nothing  
to  do with i t  my brother,  but  le t  your  preaching be a  
subl ime re sponse  to  the song of  Moses  and the Lamb.  
The t r u th  a s  i t  i s  in  Je su s  i s  ‘ accord ing  to  god l ine s s .’  
No doctr ine is g iven merely for the purpose of intellec- 
tual  speculat ion:  even those which transcend the com- 
prehens ion of  reason,  are des igned to produce a  mora l  
e f fect ,  by humbl ing our pr ide and increas ing our sub- 
m i s s i o n .  T h e  t r u t h s  o f  S c r i p t u re  a r e  r eve a l e d ,  n o t  
s imply on their  own account ,  nor i s  the knowledge of  
them the las t  and highest  end for which they are com- 
mun i c a t ed .  ‘ S anc t i f y  t h em,’ s a i d  t h e  S av iou r,  i n  h i s  
s u b l i m e  p r aye r ,  ‘ by  t hy  t r u t h ;  t hy  wo rd  i s  t r u t h .’  
Hence we gather that sanctif ication, or moral benef it, is  
the ultimate end, so far as man is concerned, of revealed 
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truth. No preaching, therefore, can be scr iptural ,  how- 
eve r  appa ren t l y  t r ue  i t s  ab s t r a c t  s en t imen t s  may  be,  
wh ich  doe s  no t  rep re sen t  tho se  s en t iment s  in  such  a  
manner  a s  to  have  a  p r ac t i c a l  t endency.  Many,  wi th- 
ou t  i n t end ing  to  be  an t inomian  p re ache r s ,  c e r t a in l y  
make  an t inomian  hea re r s ,  no t  by  t e l l i ng  them to  be  
unholy,  but  by leav ing them to be so.  That  can never  
be  t r ue  in  s en t iment  wh ich  i s  no t  ho ly  in  t endency.  
Le t  you r  s e r mons  be  l i ke  sunbeams ,  qu i cken ing  and  
cher i sh ing  the  v i r tue s  o f  the  hea r t ,  a t  the  s ame t ime  
tha t  they  convey  the  l i gh t  o f  doc t r ine  to  the  under- 
standing.

Le t  your  d i s cour s e s  be  rep l e t e  w i th  in s t r uc t ion .  I t  
i s  g reat ly  to be reg ret ted that  many profes sor s  of  re l i- 
g ion seem to regard judicious and instructive preaching  
a s  ly ing wi th in the f r ig id  zone of  Chr i s t i an i ty,  and a s  
eager ly  mig ra te  f rom the  reg ions  o f  in te l l ec t  a s  b i rd s  
o f  p a s s a g e  t o  a  wa r me r  c l ima t e  a t  t h e  a pp ro a ch  o f  
w in te r.  The i r  re l i g ion  i s  a l l  f e e l ing ,  w i th  which  the  
under s tanding has  nothing to do,  e i ther  in  the way of  
exc i t ing or  contro l l ing i t .  Thei r  conver sa t ion i s  made  
up of terms which they but imperfectly understand, and  
of  crude concept ions which they could with di f f icul ty  
exp la in .  The f au l t  in  th i s  ca se  l i e s ,  to  a  g rea t  ex tent ,  
i n  the  pu lp i t .  They  have  hea rd  bu t  f ew  ide a s  t he re,  
and never venture beyond the track which their spir itual  
g u i d e s  h ave  ma r ked  ou t  f o r  t h em .  I  t r u s t  you  w i l l  
avoid a  loose,  empty,  and declamatory s ty le of  preach- 
ing, and f il l your sermons with theolog ical truths clearly  
conceived,  and per spicuous ly expres sed.  I t  i s  a  pa inful  
c i rcumstance,  that  in  the march of  improvement man- 
k ind  s e ldom ga in  an  advan t age  wi thout  an  a t t endan t  
inconvenience.  The present  method of  de l iver ing ser-
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mons, unshackled by notes, is incalculably more adapted  
to impression than the motionless, unimpassioned, scho- 
las t ic reading of the las t  age.  But i s  there no danger of  
l o s i n g  i n  i n s t r u c t i o n  w h a t  we  g a i n  i n  i m p re s s i o n ?  
The preaching of  some men forcibly reminds us  of  the  
breaking open of the cave of Æolus, and letting loose the  
winds.  To a thinking mind, nothing i s  more r idiculous  
than to see a man bluster ing about in a perfect  vacuity  
o f  ideas ;  the hearer  f inds  h imse l f  in  the s i tuat ion of  a  
t r ave l l e r  who  i s  s udden ly  ove r t aken  by  a  s to r m in  a  
w i l d e r ne s s ,  f rom wh i ch  he  f e e l s  h appy  t o  e s c ape  a s  
speedi ly  a s  pos s ible.  You wi l l  not  conc lude f rom any- 
th ing I  have  sa id ,  tha t  you are  to  under va lue  an ea sy,  
g raceful ,  energetic enunciat ion; on the contrary, this  i s  
of so much impor tance, that without i t  the most admi- 
rable sermon is  s tr ipped of more than hal f  i t s  power to  
p lease or  to prof i t .  As a  Chr i s t ian speaker,  you should  
never forget the opinion of Demosthenes, that the f ir st ,  
and the second, and the third g race of an orator is  pro- 
nunciat ion. I t  i s  perfect ly obvious that  the most useful  
preacher s owe much of their  success ,  under God, to an  
easy and pleasant method of delivery.

Le t  you r  p re a ch ing  b e  ch a r a c t e r i s e d  by  p l a i nne s s .  
Be ingenuous in the avowal of your relig ious sentiments.  
L e t  n o t  t h e  ‘ t r u m p e t  g ive  a n  u n c e r t a i n  s o u n d .’ A s  
an honest  man,  speak honest ly.  I  do not enjoin a  dog- 
mat ica l  tone and temper ;  s t i l l ,  I  admoni sh you to  use  
no concea lment .  Let  not  your ser mons be mere pulpi t  
r idd le s ,  or  ambiguous  a s  the re sponses  o f  the Delphic  
oracle.  Do not compel your hearer s  to throw your dis- 
cour ses  into a  cr i t ica l  a lembic,  to see i f ,  by the appl i- 
c a t i on  o f  a  so r t  o f  chemica l  p roce s s ,  a  f ew d rop s  o f  
orthodoxy may be extracted.
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Let  your  per sp icu i ty  ex tend  to  your  l anguage.  ‘Use  
g rea t  p la innes s  o f  speech.’ I  do not  mean vulgar i ty  or  
buffoonery; these are disgust ing everywhere, but in the  
pulpi t  they are  actua l ly  prof ane.  In the house of  God,  
the view of the worshipper s ought ever to terminate in  
heaven  o r  he l l ,  ne i the r  o f  wh i ch  i s  a  f i t  s ub j ec t  f o r  
l augh t e r.  Some  p re ache r s  s e em to  have  no  i de a  th a t  
they can handle a subject plainly, t i l l  they have dragged  
i t  through a l l  the mire in which thei r  own coar se  and  
g rove l l ing nature  loves  to  wal low.  Provided other  and  
higher proper ties be found in it ,  that is the best sermon  
which conforms most accurately to the rules of cor rect  
ta s te.  Now per spicui ty i s  the f i r s t  g race of  good com- 
po s i t i on .  A t t en t ive  a nd  en l i gh t ened  ob s e r ve r s  h ave  
marked in many of the dis sent ing minis ter s  of  the pre- 
sent  age a  s t rong tendency to a  g lar ing and bombas t ic  
s ty le,  by  which the  t r uths  tha t  should  a f fec t  the  con- 
science lose al l  their effect, by a mode of representation  
which  bewi lde r s  the  imag ina t ion .  For  wha t  the  bu lk  
of  their  cong regat ions  under s tand,  some men may jus t  
a s  wel l  preach Lat in  or  Greek,  a s  the technica l ,  h igh- 
f lown, f ar-fetched language which they have adopted in  
violat ion of every rule of good taste,  as  wel l  as  in neg- 
l ec t  o f  a  s t i l l  more  awfu l  re spons ib i l i ty.  What  shou ld  
we say of  the messenger who was sent to a condemned  
malef actor with instructions to inform him how to gain  
a  repr ieve,  but  who,  in s tead o f  exp la in ing to  h im the  
mean s  o f  l i f e  i n  t h e  p l a i n e s t  and  s p e ed i e s t  manne r,  
dressed up his  commiss ion in such high-wrought terms  
that the poor cr iminal did not comprehend them, and so  
lost his l i fe, because this vain and cruel wretch chose to  
d i sp l ay  h i s  sk i l l  i n  e l abora t e  compos i t ion .  And  wha t  
sha l l  be sa id of  that  man who, being charged with the 
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o f fer  of  d iv ine mercy to gui l ty  rebe l s ,  su f fer s  them to  
per ish for lack of knowledge, because he chooses to an- 
nounce the means  of  reconci l i a t ion in hard words  and  
f ine  f l ower s ?  Ha s  l anguage  any  t e r ms  o f  rep roba t ion  
sufficiently severe for such a minister?

I I .  App rove  you r s e l f  t h e  m in i s t e r  o f  God ,  by  t h e  
manner in which you preside over this church.

I  speak from ten year s ’ exper ience when I  as sure you  
t h a t  p re a ch ing  i s  t he  e a s i e s t  p a r t  o f  a  p a s to r ’s  du ty.  
You are now ‘to take heed to the f lock over which the  
Holy  Ghos t  ha th  made you over seer.’ You a re  to  t ake  
the direct ion of i t s  spir i tual  concerns,  and by the r ight  
appl icat ion of a l l  the pr inciples  of  church government,  
to promote ‘ the increase of the body unto the edifying  
o f  i t s e l f  i n  l ove.’ You  a re  no t  t o  ‘ l o rd  i t  ove r  God ’s  
her itage’, for this would be to minister for yourself , and  
not  for  him whose r ight  a lone i t  i s  to re ign.  Not that  
I imag ine you are without author ity; for an off ice with- 
out  author i ty  seems to  me an absurd i ty.  The preroga- 
tive of a minister, if it be less than some spir itual despots  
c la im, i s  unquest ionably more than many eccles ia s t ica l  
democra t s  a re  wi l l ing  to  concede.  By too many he  i s  
considered only in the l ight of  a  speaking brother,  the  
mere appendage of  a  pulpi t .  Such per sons are actuated  
by  a  ve r y  s ho r t - s i g h t e d  po l i c y  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e i r  
spir i tual  interest s ,  s ince i t  i s  imposs ible to deg rade the  
off ice without lower ing the off icer ; and when they cease  
to look up with respect to a minister, they will cer tainly  
cease to prof i t  by hi s  ins truct ions .  Whatever author i ty  
you  po s s e s s  he re,  you  shou ld  eve r  ma in t a in  wi th  the  
meekness  of  one who remember s that  i t  i s  for another,  
and not for himself.

Le t  a  r u l ing  p r inc ip le  o f  rega rd  fo r  the  in te re s t s  o f 
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the church, and the author ity of Chr ist in his house, be  
vis ible in a l l  you do, so as to establ i sh in the breasts  of  
your people a full conviction that you are never seeking  
mere ly  to  g ra t i fy  your se l f .  Never  appear  fond of  your  
own  p l a n s ,  s imp l y  a s  you r s ,  no r  ob s t i n a t e l y  a dhe re  
to them, in oppos i t ion to the wishes  of  the church.  A  
bishop must not be sel f-wil led. What we gain by obst i- 
nacy, we lose in respect, and there is a way even of con- 
ceding,  that  wi l l  increase our super ior i ty.  In a f f a i r s  of  
impor tance, and in measures that are l ikely to star t le by  
their novelty,  never be above impar t ing your views and  
intent ions to the of f icer s  and exper ienced member s  of  
the church. Some men, who have had more jealousy for  
the i r  au thor i t y  than  ab i l i t y  to  suppor t  i t ,  have  done  
themselves ir reparable mischief  by appear ing to despise  
the advice of  those to whose wisdom they might  have  
listened with incalculable advantage.

It belongs to you, my brother, to keep up with vigour  
the spi r i tua l  pol ice of  th i s  c i ty  of  the Lord.  Mainta in,  
there fore,  the scr iptura l  d i sc ip l ine of  the church.  The  
pas tor  who neglect s  thi s ,  i s  p lant ing thor ns ,  e i ther  for  
himsel f  or his  successor to tread upon. Remember that  
t rouble some member s  a re  much more  ea s i l y  kep t  out  
than put  out ,  Never sacr i f ice the pur i ty of  the church  
a t  t h e  s h r i n e  o f  M a m m o n .  A  m a n  w h o  i s  b ro u g h t  
into the society for the sake of his wealth, will generally  
p rove  l ike  the  Baby lon i sh  ga r ment  and  the  wedge  o f  
gold which Achan concealed,  the trouble of  the camp.  
Such an indiv idua l  ha s  o f ten l ived to  be  the  ‘b ible  o f  
the mini s ter,  the patron of  the l iv ing,  and the wol f  of  
the flock.’

S t u d y  c h a r a c t e r s .  K n ow  t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  eve r y  
member of your church, not with a design to f lat ter or 
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to  c r inge,  bu t  ‘ to  r u le  we l l .’ Give  no  encouragement  
to  the bold and forward.  Never  promote d i scus s ion a t  
your  church meet ings ;  i t  wi l l  sooner  or  l a te r  do mis- 
ch i e f .  The  t ongue s  o f  a  popu l a r  a s s embl y  a re  mo re  
e a s i l y  exc i t ed  than  cont ro l l ed .  The  p r inc ip l e s  o f  the  
Independent  for m of  church gover nment  mus t  not  be  
pushed too far. Like some of the doctr ines of revelation,  
they require g reat  wisdom in those who state them, to  
prevent  their  being abused.  I  hear t i ly  subscr ibe to the  
opinion of  the la te venerable Booth:  ‘Notwithstanding  
the  f i ck lene s s  and  capr i ce  o f  many pr iva te  p ro fe s sor s  
with regard to their minister s, it has long appeared pro- 
b ab l e  t o  me,  t h a t  a  ma jo r i t y  o f  t ho s e  une a s i n e s s e s ,  
animosi t ies ,  and separat ions ,  which,  to the di sg race of  
re l ig ion ,  t ake  p l ace  be tween pa s tor s  and the i r  severa l  
churches ,  may  be  t r aced  up  e i ther  to  the  unchr i s t i an  
tempers, to the g ross imprudence, or to the laziness and  
neglects of the pastors themselves.’*

I I I .  Approve  your s e l f  a s  a  m in i s t e r  o f  God ,  by  the  
character of your visits to the houses of your flock.

As  an  under  shepherd  o f  the  Lord  Je sus  Chr i s t ,  you  
w i l l  l a bou r  to  s ay,  i n  im i t a t i on  o f  h im ,  ‘ I  know my  
sheep,  and am known of  mine.’ Endeavour  to  conduct  
a l l  your pr ivate intercour se with your fr iends in such a  
manner  a s  tha t  the i r  e s teem may be conci l i a ted by a l l  
they see of you. Happy would it  be for some minister s ,  
and happy for their people too, i f  they could always be  
seen at  the di s tance of  the pulpi t ,  their  f a i l ings  would  
then be lost ,  l ike the spots of the sun, amidst the blaze  
of  publ ic  sp lendour with which they are  inves ted,  but  
upon a nearer  inspect ion are too broad and dark to be 

*	 P a s t o r a l  C a u t i o n s ,  p   8 :  a  c h a r g e  w h i c h  e v e r y  m i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  
gospel might read with profit once a month.
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unnot iced.  Like the works  of  nature,  in  oppos i t ion to  
those of  ar t ,  our character  should appear  the f a i rer,  in  
proportion as it is microscopically inspected.

Le t  a l l  your  v i s i t s  be  app ropr i a t e.  Go  a s  the  min i - 
s te r  o f  God,  and go to  approve your se l f  such.  I t  i s  in  
pr ivate  that  you can make fu l l  proof  of  your mini s t r y,  
by an af fectionate sol icitude for the spir i tual welf are of  
your  f lock ;  by  devot ing  your  pe r sona l  in te rcour se  to  
some valuable purpose; by retracing and retouching the  
impre s s i on s  p roduced  i n  t he  pub l i c  s e r v i c e  o f  God .  
There,  noth ing can be  se t  down to  a  th i r s t  for  popu- 
l a r i ty,  but  a l l  wi l l  be  t r aced up to  a  hear t  devoted to  
your work.  Never do we seem so dear  to the hear t s  of  
our people, as when in their own houses we manifest an  
a f f ec t iona te  anx ie ty  fo r  the i r  e t e r na l  s a l va t ion .  How  
much  b e t t e r ,  how  much  more  e l eva t ed  and  ch a r a c - 
ter i s t ic i s  this ,  than that low jocoseness  and f amil iar i ty  
i n  wh i ch  s ome  i ndu l g e .  I  do  no t  w i s h  you  t o  b e  a  
mere  mini s ter i a l  spect re,  haunt ing the abodes  o f  your  
f lock  shrouded in  su l l en  g loom,  te r r i fy ing  ever ybody  
f rom your  pre sence,  and c rea t ing  a  so l i tude  wherever  
you come; but even this  i s  a lmost  better than the con- 
s tant  lev i ty  o f  a  buf foon.  Mainta in  a  d igni ty  o f  beha- 
viour, especial ly in the season of innocent cheerfulness,  
bu t  n eve r  d egene r a t e  i n to  f r ivo l i t y.  We igh t  o f  ch a - 
racter i s  of  immense impor tance to you, i t  wil l  g ive an  
addit ional momentum to every sermon you preach; and  
this  i s  gained or lost  in secret.  I t  should be perpetual ly  
remembered  by  you when in  company,  tha t  the  s ame  
persons who see you there, will on the approaching Sab- 
bath be sitting at your feet to receive instruction.

I  t r u s t ,  my  dea r  b ro the r,  you  w i l l  no t  by  any  p a r t  
of your conduct lead your people to conclude that they 
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cannot please you better  than by asking you to a feas t .  
Do not appear fond of celebrat ing the pr ivate car nival .  
Thi s  i s  one  o f  the  many roads  tha t  l ead  to  contempt .  
Jesus ,  your g reat  master,  should in this  respect be your  
model ;  not  only as  a  preacher upon the Mount,  but  as  
a visitor in the house of Mary.

You r  v i s i t s  s hou ld  no t  b e  l ong .  You  h ave  no  t ime  
for  th i s ,  and indeed i t  i s  not  neces sa r y.  Ha l f  an  hour,  
or an hour wel l  improved, would g ive you an oppor tu- 
n i t y  o f  s ay i n g  ve r y  much  t h a t  i s  u s e f u l .  Avo i d  t h e  
charac te r  o f  a  lounger  and a  gos s ip.  You a re  to  teach  
the value of time, and will do this best, practically.

Yo u r  v i s i t s  s h o u l d  b e  i m p a r t i a l .  M a ny  p a s t o r s  by  
confining their attention to a few families, have alienated  
a large por tion of their f lock from themselves, and sown  
the seeds of lasting jealousy between the different mem- 
b e r s  o f  t h e  c h u rc h .  I t  c a n n o t  b e  s u p p o s e d ,  i n  t h e  
common course of things, that you wil l  have no pr ivate  
f r iendsh ips ;  but  what  I  mean i s ,  tha t  these  a re  not  to  
be a l lowed to interfere with your of f ic ia l  and univer sa l  
obl igat ions .  As the common centre of  the society,  you  
are to unite al l  hear ts to each other, by uniting them all  
t o  yo u r s e l f .  E s p e c i a l l y  r e m e m b e r  t h e  s i c k  a n d  t h e  
poor.

Let  your vi s i t s  be seasonable ;  and i f  they are season- 
ab l e,  I  am su re  they  wi l l  no t  be  l a t e  in  the  even ing .  
A lway s  s u p  a t  h o m e.  L a t e  v i s i t i n g  i s  a n  e n e my  t o  
f amily rel ig ion, domestic order,  pr ivate devotion, ear ly  
r i s i ng ,  d i l i g en t  s t udy,  and  by  a  l a s t  undu l a t i on ,  t h e  
mischief reaches the pulpit itself.

I V.  A p p rove  yo u r s e l f  a  m i n i s t e r  o f  G o d  by  yo u r  
general conduct, spir it, and habits.

1. By the unsull ied pur ity of your outward conduct. If 
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eve r y  p r iva t e  Chr i s t i an  shou ld  be  a  f a i r  copy  o f  h i s  
example,  who was holy,  har mless ,  and undef i led,  think  
wha t  you r  d epo r tmen t  s hou l d  b e,  who  a re  t o  b e  ‘ a  
pattern to believers in word, in conversation, in char ity,  
i n  sp i r i t ,  i n  f a i th ,  in  pur i t y.’ Read  S t  Pau l ’s  Ep i s t l e s  
to Timothy,  and there lear n the vas t  impor tance to be  
a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  m o s t  s c r u p u l o u s  r e g a rd  t o  a l l  t h e  
b ranches  o f  t r ue  ho l ine s s .  ‘Oh!  I  cou ld  shed  tea r s  o f  
blood, and drown my Bible with my tear s ’ ,  to think of  
the misconduct of those who have f i l led the off ice you  
now occupy.  The  s in s  o f  t eacher s  a re  the  teacher s  o f  
s ins ,  and have done more to hinder  the cause of  t r uth  
than a l l  the  rav ings  o f  in f ide l i ty  f rom the t ime of  the  
c r uc i f i x ion .  Indeed  i t  i s  i n  t he  pu lp i t  o f  an  unho ly  
mini s t r y  tha t  in f ide l i ty  bui lds  her  nes t ;  i t  i s  there  the  
vul ture brood i s  hatched which prey upon the of f a l  of  
cor rupt profess ion, and by the r ighteous retr ibution of  
Je hovah  s e i z e  f i r s t  u pon  t h e  ch a r a c t e r  o f  a  w i c ked  
p r i e s thood .  An ungod ly  min i s t e r  i s  the  mos t  awfu l l y  
gu i l t y,  and  the  mos t  f a t a l l y  mi s ch ievous  cha r ac te r  in  
ex i s t ence :  he  i s  a  l iv ing  cu r s e,  a  wa lk ing  pe s t i l ence,  
d i f f u s i ng  a round  h im whe reve r  he  goe s ,  a  s avou r  o f  
d e a th ,  f rom whom,  a s  t o  any  vo lun t a r y  a s s oc i a t i on ,  
every fr iend of holiness should retire with greater hor ror  
than from a per son infected with the plague. His name  
i s  Apo l l yon :  h i s  wo rk  de s t r u c t i on .  I t  i s  d re ad fu l  t o  
re f lect  what  mult i tudes  are  now in the bottomles s  p i t ,  
who were conducted th i ther  by the damnable  heres ie s  
o f  such men’s  l ive s ;  f rom whose  impreca t ions ,  enven- 
omed by despa i r,  the  gui l ty  author s  o f  the i r  r u in wi l l  
f ind neither escape nor shelter through everlast ing ages,  
but feel the guilt of blood for ever upon their wretched  
souls.
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I t  i s  no t  enough  fo r  u s  to  be  w i thou t  c r im ina l i t y ;  
ou r  cha r ac t e r,  l i ke  tha t  o f  a  f ema l e,  mus t ,  to  be  re - 
putable,  be without suspicion. There must be no cloud  
o f  my s t e r y  h ang i ng  a bou t  u s .  We  mu s t  ke ep  a t  t h e  
f a r thes t  remove f rom ever ything wrong,  and avoid the  
ve r y  appea r ance  o f  ev i l .  ‘ I f  a  m in i s t e r  be  no t  ove r - 
come by v ice,  may he not  f a l l  by  er ror,  by  vani ty,  by  
i n d o l e n c e ,  b y  d u l l n e s s ?  I f  h e  e s c a p e s  f r o m  g ro s s  
immora l i ty,  may not  h i s  exce l lencies  be ta r ni shed;  h i s  
t a l ent s  be  in jured ,  h i s  u se fu lnes s  de fea ted ,  by  impru- 
denc i e s ?  May  the re  no t  be  indu lgenc i e s  a t  t he  t ab l e  
where there i s  no g lut tony? May there not  be t ippl ing  
w h e re  t h e r e  i s  n o  i n t ox i c a t i o n ?  M ay  t h e r e  n o t  b e  
l ev i t i e s  and  l i b e r t i e s  whe re  the re  i s  no  v io l a t i on  o f  
v i r t u e ?  M ay  t h e re  n o t  b e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  yo u n g  
mini s ter,  an a s sumpt ion of  consequence,  a  crea t ion of  
t rouble,  an inat tent ion to order  and regular i ty,  which,  
while he supposes that  i t  indicates  genius,  wil l  not f a i l  
to lower him in the esteem and hope of the f amil ies he  
d e r ange s  a nd  d i s gu s t s ?  I f  h e  avo i d  wo r l d l y,  may  h e  
not  indu lge  in  re l ig ious  d i s s ipa t ion ;  cons t an t ly  go ing  
i n t o  f e s t ive  c i rc l e s  o f  s p i r i t u a l  t r i f l e r s  a nd  go s s i p s ;  
s pend ing  h i s  even ing s  gene r a l l y  f rom home;  re t i r ing  
l a t e  t o  r e s t ,  a n d  n eve r  r i s i n g  e a r l y ?  I f  h e  b e  n o t  
chargeable with f i l thy conver sation which is not lawful,  
may he not  er r  in  fool i sh ta lk ing and je s t ing which i s  
not  convenient?  May he not  be the ra t t le,  or  the har- 
l equ in  o f  the  room?  I f  he  be  no t  in f l ammator y,  may  
he  not  be  a  mere  newsmonger,  o r  a  no i sy  dabble r  in  
p a r t y  p o l i t i c s ? ’ *  We  o c c u py  a  ve r y  p u b l i c  s t a t i o n ;  
l i ke  the  ange l  s t and ing  in  the  sun ,  we  mus t  be  s een . 

*	 The Rev.  Wi l l i am Jay ’ s  Sermon,  de l ivered a t  the  Ordina t ion o f  the  
Rev. HF Burder, AM.
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The lea s t  approach to  in iqui ty,  by us ,  wi l l  be  seen by  
many  eye s ,  and  pub l i s hed  by  many  tongue s .  Do  no t  
a f fec t  a  haughty indi f fe rence to publ ic  opinion.  What  
o ther s  th ink i s  wrong,  avo id  even though you should  
know it  to be innocent.  Conform to such er ror s rather  
than le s sen the weight ,  or  obscure  the beauty of  your  
character.

2 .  By  t he  p ro spe rou s  s t a t e  o f  you r  pe r sona l  p i e t y.  
Take heed to the s ta te of  your own hear t .  Accustomed  
a s  we are  to t reat  re l ig ion as  a  sc ience to be theoret i- 
ca l ly  inves t iga ted ,  and an ob jec t  o f  cont rover sy  to  be  
po lemica l ly  de fended,  we are  in  danger  wi thout  g rea t  
wa t ch fu l n e s s ,  o f  me rg i ng  t h e  Ch r i s t i a n  i n  t h e  p ro - 
fes s ional  divine;  and he makes but a  poor divine,  as  to  
any pract ica l  e f fect ,  who i s  but  a  lukewar m Chr i s t ian.  
‘The hear t  of  the wise  teacheth hi s  mouth and addeth  
l e a r n ing  t o  h i s  l i p s .’ ‘ I t  i s  f rom the  p a s t o r ’s  d e f e c t s  
cons idered in the l ight  of  a  di sc ip le,  that  hi s  pr incipa l  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  a n d  d a n g e r s  a r i s e .’ D o  n o t ,  my  d e a r  
b ro the r,  a s  many  have  done,  mi s t ake  g i f t s  f o r  g r ace,  
and judge of  the rea l  s ta te of  your own per sonal  piety,  
by your  readines s  in  th inking and speaking upon holy  
th ings .  No man i s  in  g reater  danger  of  se l f  decept ion,  
a s  to  the rea l  s t a te  of  h i s  own hear t ,  than he who has  
to  dea l  o f f i c i a l l y  wi th  the  hear t s  o f  o ther s .  Thi s  wi l l  
require the exercise of incessant vig ilance, close inspec- 
t i on  and  keen  d i s c r im ina t i on  in  the  c lo s e t ,  whe re  I  
hope you wil l  spend no inconsiderable por t ion of your  
time.

Here  I  c annot  concea l  my  apprehen s ion ,  tha t  a s  in  
many other respects,  so especial ly in vital  godliness and  
a  devot ional  sp i r i t ,  the present  race of  Chr i s t ian min- 
i s t e r s  c o m e  f a r  b e h i n d  t h e i r  p r e d e c e s s o r s .  I t  h a s 
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occur red to  other  and o lder  men than myse l f ,  tha t  in  
many who of  l a te  year s  have entered into the pas tora l  
off ice, a very considerable defect of ser ious and spir itual  
f ee l ing  i s  l amentably  obv ious .  There  i s  a  f r ivo l i t y  o f  
deportment which, though far removed from immorality,  
appear s as  i f  they wished to conci l iate the af fect ions of  
their  people rather as  cheerful  companions in the par- 
lour,  than as  f a i thfu l  preacher s  in the pulpi t ;  and as  i f  
they  sought  to  render  themse lve s  more  a t t r ac t ive,  by  
d i sp lac ing the holy ser iousnes s  of  the mini s ter ia l  cha- 
racter, in order to make way for a l i t t le nearer approxi- 
mat ion to the man of  f a shion and the world.  I t  would  
be a  c i rcumstance to be deplored in  tear s  o f  blood,  i f  
our minis ter s  should extensively lose the spir i t  of  vi ta l  
piety;  for as  they g ive the tone to their  cong regat ions,  
i t  would soon be fol lowed by a genera l  resemblance of  
our flocks to the palsied church at Laodicea.

The  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  d i s s e n t ,  a l t hough  t h ey  h ave  no  
ind i rec t  connec t ion  wi th  a  sp i r i t  o f  enqui r y,  and  the  
cause of  genuine l iber ty,  der ive their  chie f  va lue f rom  
the  in f luence  which  they  exer t  upon the  in te re s t s  o f  
e xpe r imen t a l  re l i g i on ;  and  when  t h ey  c e a s e  by  any  
cause to exer t that inf luence, their value is depreciated,  
the i r  impor tance  d imin i shed ,  the i r  g lor y  i s  depar ted .  
Let  us  look to the f a ther s  of  di s sent ,  to the i l lus t r ious  
noncon fo r mi s t s ,  no t  a s  au thor i t i e s  to  b ind  our  con- 
science, but as examples to st imulate our di l igence, and  
especial ly our di l igence as men of God. The ponderous  
volumes of their learning and divinity do not contain so  
much to confound us ,  a s  the d iar ie s  o f  the i r  re l ig ious  
exper ience.  One page of  Phi l ip  Henry’s  l i fe  makes  me  
b lu sh  more  t h an  a l l  t h e  f o l i o s  o f  h i s  s on  Ma t thew’s  
peerless exposition.
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At tend then,  my brother,  to  the  s t a te  o f  re l ig ion in  
you r  own  h e a r t .  S e ek  t o  h ave  a l l  you r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
a t t a inment s  consecra ted by a  propor t ionate  g rowth in  
g race.  Le t  not  your  knowledge spread  over  the  upper  
reg ions of the soul l ike the aurora borealis over the f ace  
o f  a  w in t r y  sky,  wh i l e  the  wor ld  sp re ad s  ou t  be low,  
co ld ,  cheer le s s ,  and  dark ;  but  l e t  i t  re semble  the  orb  
of day, which warms and quickens the ear th at the time  
he  g i l d s  and  g lo r i f i e s  the  heaven .  Endeavour  to  f ee l  
more yourself of al l  that is involved in genuine relig ion.  
Fe e l  m o re  a n d  yo u  w i l l  s p e a k  b e t t e r .  A l l  m e n  a r e  
o r a to r s  when  they  f ee l .  And  the  l anguage  o f  a  hea r t  
fee l ing adequate ly for  the g lor y of  God and the sa lva- 
t i on  o f  men ,  wou ld  h ave  an  unc t i on  and  an  ene r gy  
more res i s t le s s  than the thunder s  of  Demosthenes ,  and  
the  v iv id  l i gh tn ing s  tha t  f l a shed  in  the  invec t ive s  o f  
Cicero.

3 .  B y  e xe m p l a r y  d i l i g e n c e .  Yo u  a r e  o f  c o u r s e  t o  
be di l igent  in a l l  the publ ic  dut ies  of  your of f ice.  You  
are a lways to look l ike a man that has much to do, and  
whose  hea r t  i s  s e t  on  do ing  i t .  You  mus t  a lway s  a c t  
with the diligence of one who feels the care of immortal  
sou l s  g iv ing  speed  to  h i s  f ee t  and  cont r ivance  to  h i s  
thought s .  Indo lence  never  appea r s  in  the  fu l l  d i sp l ay  
o f  i t s  ug l y  fo r m,  no r  i n  the  exac t  d imen s ion s  o f  i t s  
guilt ,  t i l l  i t  i s  seen in the garb of the cler ical character.  
Apply al l the energ ies of your soul to the duties of your  
o f f ice.  Catechi se  the  young;  v i s i t  the  s ick ;  search out  
the  per sons  whom your  se r mons  have  impre s sed ,  and  
d eepen  the  impre s s i on  by  p r iva t e  conve r s a t i on ;  en - 
courage the embar rassed to br ing to you their perplexi- 
t i e s ;  gu ide  the  young enqui rer ;  ha s ten to  conso le  the  
a g e d  p i l g r im ;  g o  a nywhe re ,  a nd  a t  a ny  t i me  t o  do 
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good;  in  shor t ,  watch for  soul s  a s  one ‘ that  must  g ive  
account.’

B e  d i l i g en t  i n  t h e  p r iva t e  du t i e s  o f  you r  s t udy.  I  
en jo in  th i s  upon  you  wi th  pecu l i a r  e a r ne s tne s s .  You  
c annot  p reach  so  a s  to  ed i f y  your  peop le  and  s ecure  
the i r  e s teem, except  you devote much t ime to pr iva te  
i n t e l l e c tua l  to i l .  Wha teve r  you  may  be  in  the  soc i a l  
c irc le,  you never can long secure their  respect without  
appear ing re spectable  a s  a  preacher.  I f  you f a i l  in  the  
place that I now occupy, not the sweetness,  no, nor the  
piety of an angel would keep you from sinking in their  
op in ion .  Cong rega t ions  in  the  met ropo l i s ,  where  the  
pr ivate intercour se between a pastor and his f lock must  
necessar i ly be restr icted by the distance of their abodes,  
are raised and retained by the force of pulpit attractions.  
Sur rounded as you are by men of popular talents, unless  
you  p re ach  the  word  wi th  ab i l i t y,  ‘ t he  way s  o f  your  
Zion will soon mourn because none come to her solemn  
f e a s t s ,  and  in  the  t ime  o f  he r  a f f l i c t i on  she  w i l l  re - 
member  a l l  the  p lea sant  th ings  she  had in  the  days  o f  
old.’

I t  i s  g re a t l y  to  be  reg re t t ed  th a t  ve r y  many  young  
men,  who,  dur ing  the  ea r ly  pa r t  o f  the i r  p repara tor y  
s tudies ,  appear the f a i res t  blossoms in a l l  the academic  
g rove, disappoint the hopes they had excited, and yield  
bu t  o rd ina r y  f r u i t .  Two re a son s  may  be  a s s i gned  fo r  
this. The f ir st is, they are sometimes plucked too soon;* 

*	 H e r e  I  c a n n o t  r e p r o b a t e  i n  t e r m s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  s t r o n g ,  t h e  i m p a - 
t i ence  o f  some  churche s  to  induce  young  men  to  l e ave  the  advan t age s  
o f  t h e  a c a d e m y ,  b e f o r e  t h e  t e r m  o f  e d u c a t i o n  i s  e x p i r e d ;  a n d  t h e  
i n con s i d e r a t e  f o l l y  o f  t ho s e  s t uden t s ,  who  he a r k en  t o  s u ch  s educ t i v e  
s o l i c i t a t i o n s .  T h i s  p r a c t i c e  i s  a  d e a d l y  b l o w  a i m e d ,  c e r t a i n l y  a t  t h e  
r e s p e c t a b i l i t y ,  i f  no t  a t  t h e  v e r y  ex i s t en c e  o f  t h e  d i s s en t i ng  i n t e r e s t .  
T h e  I n d e p e n d e n t  b o d y ,  u n s u p p o r t e d  b y  a n y  g e n e r a l  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f 
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and the second, that ,  even when gathered in a  s ta te of  
academic matur i ty,  instead of improving as  they should  
do, by t ime and care. They become cor rupted by indo- 
lence, and then s ink in the public est imation as rapidly  
a s  t h ey  s e emed  a t  one  t ime  l i ke l y  t o  a s c end .  Many  
young men,  unfor tunate ly,  cea se  to  be  s tudent s  when  
t h ey  b e g i n  t o  b e  m in i s t e r s .  They  en t e r  upon  t h e i r  
off ice with a stock of ideas, which would be a suff icient  
capi ta l  for  a t ta in ing to inte l lec tua l  wea l th ,  i f  proper ly  
improved by  indus t r y ;  but  un for tuna te ly,  f l a t t e red  by  
the  foo l i sh ,  and  ca re s s ed  perhap s  fo r  a  s ea son  by  the  
wise,  they act  l ike per sons who, coming suddenly into  
po s s e s s i on  o f  a  sma l l  f o r t une,  b e g i n  t o  l i ve  imme-

s t r eng th  and  t a l en t ,  r e s t s  f o r  i t s  pe rmanence ,  in  the  o rde r  o f  mean s  a t  
l e a s t ,  upon  t h e  i nd i v i du a l  ch a r a c t e r  a nd  t a l en t  o f  i t s  m in i s t e r s .  Even  
i gno r ance ,  when  i t  h a s  t he  s t a y  o f  con so l i d a t ed  number s ,  may  p r e s en t  
a n  i m p o s i n g  a s p e c t ,  a n d  p r o m i s e  c o n t i n u a n c e ;  b u t  w h e n  l e f t  t o  
s t r ugg l e  i n su l a t ed  and  un suppo r t ed ,  i t  c anno t  l ong  con t i nue  t o  ma in - 
t a i n  i t s  g round .  May  we  no t  t r a c e  up  t o  t h i s  p r a c t i c e ,  many  o f  t ho s e  
i n s t a n c e s  w h i c h  s o  f r e q u e n t l y  o c c u r  o f  m i n i s t e r i a l  i n e f f i c i e n c y  a n d  
m o r a l  f a i l u r e .  I n  m o s t  c a s e s ,  t h e  t e r m  o f  e d u c a t i o n  i s  a l r e a d y  t o o  
s ho r t  f o r  t he  p r e s en t  s t a t e  o f  t he  wor l d ;  and  the r e fo r e  t o  cu r t a i l  i t  i s  
a n  i n j u r y  d o n e ,  n o t  o n l y  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  c h u r c h  a n d  p a s t o r  c o n - 
c e r n e d ,  b u t  t o  t h e  c a u s e  a t  l a r g e .  S h o u l d  t h i s  p a m p h l e t  b e  r e a d  b y  
a n y  w h o  a r e  s t i l l  e n j o y i n g  a d v a n t a g e s  o f  a c a d e m i c  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  I  
wou l d  r e commend  t h e  s ub j e c t  t o  t h e i r  mo s t  s e r i ou s  a t t en t i on .  Neve r  
w e r e  c o l l e g e  y e a r s  s o  i m p o r t a n t  a s  n o w .  T h e  a g e  i n  w h i c h  w e  l i v e  
i s  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  b y  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  a c t i v i t y  f o r  t h e  d i f f u s i o n  o f  r e l i - 
g i o u s  t r u t h .  S o c i e t i e s  e m b r a c i n g  i n  t h e i r  m e m b e r s  a l l  c l a s s e s  o f  
p e r s o n s ,  a n d  i n  t h e i r  d e s i g n  a l l  k i n d s  o f  o b j e c t s ,  a r e  i n  b e n e f i c i a l  
o p e r a t i o n .  T o  t h e s e  a  m i n i s t e r  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  g i v e  h i s  c o u n t e n a n c e  
a n d  i n f l u e n c e .  M u c h  o f  h i s  t i m e  m u s t  n e c e s s a r i l y  b e  e m p l o y e d  i n  
t h i s  way .  The  hou r s  s p en t  i n  commi t t e e  mee t i ng s  a l one ,  i n  any  l a r g e  
t own ,  a r e  i n c a l c u l a b l e .  A l l  t h i s  mu s t  b e  t a k en  f r om  t h e  s t u dy .  How  
i m p o r t a n t  t h e n  i s  i t ,  t h a t  b e f o r e  a  m i n i s t e r  p l u n g e  i n t o  t h i s  a c t i v e  
rou t ine ,  a  good  s to r e  o f  u s e fu l  knowledge  be  l a i d  up  in  the  a c ademy .  
And  I  the re fo re  exhor t  eve ry  s tuden t  to  r ema in ,  excep t  in  ve ry  ex t r a - 
o rd ina ry  ca se s ,  to  the  l a s t  hour  o f  the  a l lo t t ed  t e rm,  a t  h i s  p repa ra to ry  
studies, and to make the most of every hour.
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diately upon the pr incipal ,  abandon themselves to idle- 
ness ,  and s ink to contempt.  Dur ing the g reater  par t  of  
t h e  week  t hey  may  be  f ound  anywhe re  bu t  i n  t h e i r  
s tudy ;  r unning  a l l  over  the  c i ty  or  count r y  to  publ i c  
meetings;  saunter ing about the houses of their  f lock in  
eve r ybody ’s  way ;  deba t i ng  upon  the  conduc t  o f  t he  
gover nment  wi th  eve r y  go s s ip ing  po l i t i c i an  they  can  
pick up; or else idly reading the f ashionable and, much  
of it, worthless poetry of the age, in their own parlours.  
Saturday ar r ives ,  and with i t  a l l  the t remor s  and dread  
produced by the recollection that it is to be followed by  
the  Sabbath .  A volume i s  t aken f rom the she l f ,  a  text  
se lec ted ,  perhaps  a  se r mon commit ted  to  memor y,  or  
e l se  a  few meag re  thought s  re sembl ing Pharaoh’s  th in  
and bl ighted ear s  of corn, are gleaned from the stubble  
of a mind whose scanty crop has long since been car r ied  
off .  Thus equipped, the preacher goes to his pulpit and  
his people, with no higher ambition than to get through  
w i t hou t  a c t u a l l y  s t opp ing .  ‘The  hung r y  s h eep  l ook  
up and are not fed’, ti l l  at length they are literal ly com- 
pel led,  in order  to save themselves  f rom s tar vat ion,  to  
b reak  the  f ence s  o f  the i r  f i e ld ,  and  roam in  que s t  o f  
pasture more suited to their taste and more adequate to  
their wants.

‘Give a t tent ion,  then,  to  reading,  to  exhor ta t ion,  to  
doctr ine.’ S t  Paul ,  brought  up a t  the feet  of  Gamal ie l ,  
a  p ro f i c i en t  i n  a l l  t he  knowledge  o f  the  age,  and  in  
addition to this,  blessed with the power of miracles and  
the g ift of celestial  inspiration, was cer tainly the minis- 
ter,  i f  one ever existed, who might have dispensed with  
d i l igent  app l i ca t ion to  s tudy ;  and ye t  th i s  g rea t  man,  
when impr isoned at  Rome, and looking forward to his  
approaching mar tyrdom, commanded his  books and his 
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parchment s  to  be  brought  h im.  Here,  then ,  i s  an  ex- 
ample worthy your imitation.

I f  any th ing  more  need  be  s a id  to  en force  th i s  du ty,  
I  might  remind you o f  the  pre sent  s t a te  o f  soc ie ty  a t  
l a r g e  i n  re g a rd  t o  e duc a t i on .  An  i gno r an t  m in i s t e r  
might have done very well in an age when all knowledge  
was conf ined to the pr iesthood, when ‘darkness covered  
the ear th,  and g ross  darkness  the peoples ’ ;  but  sc ience  
and l i terature are now so widely di f fused,  even among  
the middling classes ,  that no small  measure of informa- 
tion is requisite to enable a minister to conver se advan- 
tageously with his flock.

Unless ,  therefore,  you intend to devote eight hour s a  
day  to  your  s tudy,  I  have  no  ver y  s t rong  expec t a t ion  
that  you wi l l  long re ta in th i s  pulp i t .  To secure such a  
por t ion  o f  t ime a s  th i s ,  i t  wi l l  be  nece s s a r y  to  guard  
against the temptations to neglect,  with which a minis- 
ter ia l  s tat ion in this mighty city must ever be attended.  
You will  of course be expected to use your influence in  
cher i shing that  publ ic spir i t ,  which, l ike the holy f i re,  
now bur ns  upon the  a l t a r  o f  the  Lord .  S t i l l  you mus t  
not  su f fer  fore ign dut ie s  to  inter fere  wi th those  to be  
d i s c h a r g e d  a t  h o m e .  P u b l i c  m e e t i n g s  a n d  p u b l i c  
speeches  a re  become ver y  common,  and a re  cer t a in ly  
ver y use fu l .  I  am not  by any means  reprobat ing them,  
but only reminding you that they should not be suffered  
to draw a young minis ter  too much from his  s tudy and  
h i s  f l ock .  Gua rd  aga in s t  a l l  unnece s s a r y  pa r ty  v i s i t s .  
Neve r,  n eve r,  b e come  a  po l i t i c a l  p a r t i s an ;  t h i s  may  
rende r  you  popu l a r  w i th  a  c e r t a i n  c l a s s ,  bu t  i t  w i l l  
consume your t ime,  embit ter  your spi r i t ,  d imini sh the  
weight  of  your mini s ter ia l  character,  and cons iderably  
obstruct the success of your labours.
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4 .  By  pr udence.  Thi s  i s  a  v i r tue  in fe r io r  in  impor- 
tance only to piety,  and s t i l l  more rare even than that .  
I t  i s  a lmost  the f i r s t  g race we need,  and genera l ly  the  
l a s t  we  a cqu i re .  Imp r udenc e  i s  on e  o f  t h e  g re a t e s t  
enemies of the pastoral off ice, and consider ing the mis- 
chie f  which i t  f requent ly  occas ions  when exhibi ted in  
such a s i tuation, approaches so near to immoral i ty,  that  
the most skilful casuist might be challenged to point out  
the l ine of  di s t inct ion.  I t  i s  a  most  melancholy re f lec- 
t ion how often the g reates t  ta lents  have,  as  to a l l  their  
benef icial influence upon society, been completely neu- 
tralised by the imprudence of their thoughtless possessor.  
On the other hand, i t  i s  most encourag ing and instruc- 
t ive to mark with how s lender a  por t ion of  knowledge  
many a minis ter has done extensive good in the world,  
because what l i t t le stock of ideas he possessed, was dis- 
posed of to the best advantage by a cautious and prudent  
temper.  Thus ,  whi le  the  for mer  bl azed and wandered  
like a comet through an eccentr ic career, to litt le visible  
advan t age,  t hough  a t t ended  f o r  a  s e a son  w i th  much  
public admiration, the latter,  a l though dim perhaps, yet  
rema ined  s t e ady  a s  t he  po l a r  s t a r,  wh i ch  gu ide s  t he  
mar iner,  though i t  may never have excited his  wonder.  
Our blessed Lord set a high value upon this qualif ication,  
when he enjoined his  di sc iples  to ‘be wise as  ser pents ,  
and har mle s s  a s  doves .’ Without  degenera t ing  in to  an  
a r t fu l ,  c ra f ty,  in t r iguing d i spos i t ion;  or  f reez ing,  by a  
cold, sel f i sh, and calculat ing temper, the genial  cur rent  
of benevolence, endeavour to acquire a cautious, delibe- 
rative, predictive sort of mind, which, with the quickness  
and the cer tainty of inst inct,  shal l  show you the conse- 
quences of action before you act.

5 .  B y  a  k i n d ,  a f f e c t i o n a t e  d i s p o s i t i o n .  ‘ G o d  i s 
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love,  and  ha th  commended  h i s  l ove  toward s  u s ’ i n  a  
manner  tha t  wi l l  f i l l  the  un ive r s e  wi th  a s ton i shment  
through everlast ing ages.  Can we approve our selves the  
minis ter s  of  such a God without that  ‘char i ty which i s  
k i n d ? ’ I s  n o t  h i s  l ove  t h e  t h e m e  o f  o u r  m i n i s t r a - 
t ions?  Shal l  we car r y about in us  thi s  ba lm for heal ing  
the  wor ld ,  and  the  ve s s e l  pa r t ake  none  o f  i t s  odour ?  
i t  wa s  a  b e a u t i f u l  p i c t u r e  w h i c h  a  d e i s t i c a l  p hy - 
s i c i an  d rew o f  the  l a t e  Dr  Gi l l i e s ,  o f  G la sgow,  when  
he  s a i d  he  be l i eved  th a t  John  G i l l i e s  wou ld  be  g l ad  
t o  c a r r y  a l l  mank i nd  t o  h e aven  i n  h i s  bo s om .  May  
no  de i s t  eve r  be  ab l e  to  s ay  any th ing  wor s e  o f  you .  
I t  i s  o f  i m m e n s e  i m p o r t a n c e ,  t h a t  a s  m i n i s t e r s  we  
s h o u l d  b e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by  ‘ w h a t s o eve r  t h i n g s  a r e  
love ly.’ There  should  be  a  k indnes s  o f  hear t ,  a  sweet- 
ness  of  di spos i t ion,  a  gent leness ,  in those who have to  
win souls to Chr ist, suitable to the instruments of recon- 
c i l i a t ion .  Ameni ty  o f  t emper  and  manner s  ca r r i e s  a l l  
the g if t s  of the mind, and al l  the g races of the hear t to  
the i r  h ighe s t  po l i sh  and  beau ty.  In  the  church  the re  
are some men of very excellent talents, who, as i f  cour- 
tesy were a heterodox vir tue, are unfor tunately of such  
rough, churlish, and petulant dispositions, that it requires  
an effor t ,  l ike gett ing through a thorn hedge, to gather  
any fruit from their ministry.

6 .  B y  a  h a b i t  o f  i m p o r t u n a t e  p r aye r .  I  h ave  n o  
need to instruct you in the necess i ty of  a  divine inf lu- 
ence  to  renew and s anc t i fy  the  human hea r t .  Of  th i s  
doctr ine you have just publicly avowed your entire con- 
vict ion.  But I  would just  remind you, that  on this  im- 
por tant  a r t ic le  o f  your  f a i th  re s t s  the  incumbent  duty  
of  prayer.  Ah,  my brother,  we want more of  the spi r i t  
a n d  g r a c e  o f  p r aye r .  T h e  a c k n ow l e d g m e n t  o f  t h e 
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P s a l m i s t  o u g h t  t o  b e l o n g  t o  u s :  ‘ I  g i ve  my s e l f  t o  
p r aye r.’ The  s p i r i t  o f  s upp l i c a t i on  s hou l d  i n s i nu a t e  
i t s e l f  i n to  a l l  ou r  h ab i t s ,  ou r  p l an s ,  ou r  ope r a t i on s .  
Those who honour God in secret ,  God wi l l  honour in  
publ i c.  I t  ha s  been ver y  genera l l y  remarked ,  tha t  the  
most  succes s fu l  mini s ter s  have been the most  eminent  
a s  men  o f  p r aye r .  Lu t h e r ,  i t  i s  s a i d ,  d evo t e d  t h re e  
hour s  ever y  day  to  devot iona l  exerc i se s .  Queen Mar y  
o f  S co t l a nd  u s e d  t o  s ay  o f  John  Knox ,  ‘ I  f e a r  t h a t  
man’s  prayer s  more  than the  Eng l i sh  a r my.’ The s tor y  
o f  Mr  Br uce  i s  we l l  known.  One Sabba th ,  be ing  un- 
usual ly  la te  before he appeared at  the house of  God, a  
messenger was sent to hasten him, who, upon coming to  
h i s  s tudy  door,  hea rd  h im d i s t inc t l y  and  vehement ly  
a f f i r m,  ‘ I  wi l l  not  go hence except  thou go with me.’  
Unwilling to disturb what he considered to be a conver- 
sat ion, the messenger returned with the repor t that Mr  
Bruce was not likely to come soon, for he had heard him  
declare that he would not st ir,  unless a per son who was  
i n  h i s  s tudy,  and  who  s eemed  ve r y  re luc t an t  to  s t i r,  
would come with h im.  At  length the man of  God ap- 
peared,  when such an unusua l  so lemnity,  unct ion,  and  
e f f ec t ,  a t tended h i s  words ,  a s  l e f t  no doubt  upon the  
minds of the auditory who the Stranger was with whom  
Mr  Br uce,  l i ke  ano the r  I s r a e l ,  h ad  wre s t l ed  and  had  
p reva i l ed .  A  man  o f  p r aye r  i s  a lway s  known wi thou t  
e rec t ing  h i s  o r a to r y  a t  the  cor ne r s  o f  the  s t ree t s ,  o r  
p roc l a iming  the  hour  o f  h i s  re t i rement  by  the  sound  
of  a  t r umpet .  I f  we are much with God,  the e f fect ,  in  
a spir itual sense, will be very similar to the vision of his  
g lory upon the f ace of Moses ,  when the people beheld  
the radiance of  his  countenance,  and gazed with vene- 
ration upon the man who had seen the Lord.
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By such conduct  and such habi t s  approve your se l f  a s  
a  min i s t e r  o f  God .  Any  con s ide r ab l e  de f ec t ,  i n  your  
minister ial conduct will be more quickly seen, and more  
powe r fu l l y  f e l t ,  t h an  i n  many  o the r  s i t u a t i on s .  You  
are  ca l led to occupy the pulpi t  o f  a  man whose pra i se  
i s  in a l l  the churches ,  and who being dead,  yet  speaks  
by the remembrance of   h i s  d i s t ingui shed v i r tues ,  and  
the  in s t r uc t ion s  o f  h i s  va luab l e  work s .  I f  unwea r i ed  
application as a student, exemplary piety as a Chr ist ian,  
and unceasing attention to al l  the duties of the pastoral  
o f f i ce,  can  render  any  one  a  mode l  fo r  h i s  succe s sor,  
then may you remember with affection, and imitate with  
a dvan t a g e ,  t h e  e x amp l e  o f  t h e  l a t e  Mr  Buck .  Thu s  
may you cause your people, who so highly revered him,  
to rejoice that his mantle, which dropped as he arose, has  
been found by you, and that although they have lost their  
El i jah,  the excel lences  which rendered him a bles s ing,  
survive and flourish in the character of his successor.

I  t rus t  you have made up your account to meet  with  
t r i a l s .  I f  Sa tan su f fe r  you to  go on wi thout  any th ing  
to tr y your f a i th and your pat ience,  i t  i s  a  s ign that  he  
d e sp i s e s  you r  e f f o r t s .  I f  you  b r u i s e  t h e  he ad  o f  t h e  
ser pent ,  he wi l l  hi s s ;  i f  you at tack the l ion in hi s  den,  
he  wi l l  roa r.  The  wor ld  wi l l  pe rhap s  rev i l e  you ,  and  
even f r iends  may deser t  you.  Your succes s  may not  be  
equal to your desires, and oftentimes the fairest blossoms  
of your minister ia l  hopes may be nipped. As a spir i tual  
f a ther,  some of  your own chi ldren may be peevish and  
r e b e l l i ou s :  a s  a  phy s i c i a n ,  who  h a s  t o  do  w i t h  t h e  
ma lad ie s  o f  the  sou l ,  you mus t  expec t  tha t  under  the  
power  o f  de l i r ium,  they wi l l  o f ten t rea t  you wi th the  
g re a t e s t  unk indne s s ,  when  engaged  i n  the  t ende re s t  
offices to restore them to a ‘sound mind.’
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Aga in s t  t he s e  g loomy sugge s t i on s ,  I  oppo se  o the r s  
o f  a  more  encourag ing  na tu re.  You have  f a r  more  to  
enl iven your hopes ,  than to exci te your fear s .  Your s  i s  
t h e  ‘m in i s t r y  o f  re conc i l i a t i on .’ You  a re  t o  b e  em- 
p loyed on an embas sy  o f  peace.  I t  i s  your  honourable  
and del ight ful  bus iness  to be engaged as  an instrument  
in reconciling man to God, to himself , and to his fellow  
creatures.

N o r  a r e  yo u  l e f t  t o  l a b o u r  a l o n e  a n d  u n a s s i s t e d .  
The promise of Jesus Chr ist ,  your g reat master,  accom- 
panies you to the spot you are to occupy and to cultivate  
i n  h i s  v i n eya rd :  ‘ L o,  I  a m  w i t h  yo u .’ Yo u r s  i s  t h e  
minis t rat ion of  the Holy Spir i t .  The c louds of  heaven,  
‘ b i g  w i t h  b l e s s i n g s ’ ,  a r e  a l r e a d y  f l o a t i n g  ove r  t h e  
scene of your husbandry, ready to descend in fer t i l i s ing  
showers upon the seed you scatter.

S h o u l d  yo u r  h o p e s  b e  r e a l i s e d  a n d  yo u r  l a b o u r s  
ble s sed ,  though in  ever  so  smal l  a  deg ree ;  should  you  
be  the  means  o f  s av ing  but  one  sou l  f rom ever l a s t ing  
dea th ,  you wi l l  ‘ re jo ice  in  the  day o f  Chr i s t  tha t  you  
have  no t  r un  in  va in ,  nor  l aboured  in  va in .’ I t  wa s  a  
say ing of  Dr Owen,  that  the sa lva t ion of  a  s ing le  soul  
was  wor th  preach ing  to  a  whole  na t ion  for,  dur ing  a  
long succession of year s;  but I trust many wil l  be g iven  
t o  yo u  w h o  s h a l l  b e  ‘ yo u r  j oy  a n d  yo u r  c row n  o f  
r e j o i c i n g .’ T h e n  w h a t  a  s c e n e  awa i t s  yo u .  I n  t h a t  
i l lus tr ious day,  when even the mighty works of  Bacon,  
of Newton, of Milton shal l  be consumed by the general  
conflag ration, and scattered with the ashes of the globe;  
when the most  sp lendid product ions  of  human genius ,  
wi th  a l l  the  choices t  f lower s  o f  a r t ,  o f  l i t e ra ture,  and  
o f  s c i ence,  sha l l  s e r ve  bu t  to  c rown the  fune r a l  p i l e  
of  expir ing nature,  and sha l l  leave the scholar  and the 
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ar t i s t  without a s ingle ray of  g lory to dis t inguish them  
amidst the crowds thronging the bar of judgement; when  
the names of the philosopher s,  and war r ior s ,  and leg is- 
lators, who for thousands of years have been emblazoned  
in  the  anna l s  o f  mank ind ,  sha l l  a l l  be  pa s s ed  over  in  
si lence; then shall your name, my brother, be announced  
to  a s s embled  wor ld s ,  a s  hav ing  accomp l i shed  an  im- 
mor t a l  wo rk ;  and  when  ob s e r v i ng  m i l l i on s  s h a l l  b e  
await ing the tr iumphs of  that  day,  one glor i f ied spir i t ,  
dressed in the robes of r ighteousness and salvation, shall  
advance f rom the r ight hand of  the Judge,  fo l lowed by  
another,  and another,  and another ;  whi le  a l l  together  
po in t ing  to  you,  wi th  t r anspor t s  o f  de l ight ,  sha l l  ex- 
c la im, ‘Behold the minis ter,  to whose f a i thful  labour s ,  
unde r  God ,  we  owe  ou r  s a l va t i on .’ Then ,  when  the  
eye  o f  the  un ive r se  sha l l  be  f ixed  upon you ,  and  the  
voice of al l  that multitude, as the voice of many water s,  
s h a l l  r e j o i c e  ove r  you ,  t h e  g re a t  Ma s t e r  whom you  
s e r ve  w i l l  a cknowledge  you r  l a bou r s  w i th  sm i l e s  o f  
ine f f able  complacency,  and those  words  o f  mys ter ious  
condescens ion,  ‘Wel l  done,  good and f a i th fu l  ser vant ,  
having approved thysel f  in al l  things a minister of God,  
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.’
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The Crisis
OR HOPE AND FEAR BALANCED, IN REFERENCE TO THE  

PRESENT SITUATION OF THE COUNTRY.

A SERMON,

PREACHED IN EBENEZER CHAPEL, BIRMINGHAM,  
ON SUNDAY MORNING, 28 NOVEMBER 1819.

Who can tell if God will repent and turn away from his fierce  
anger: that we perish not.
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The editor hesitated as to republishing this sermon, though it  
reached a second edition, but determined not to omit it, if it were  
only that it showed the views and feelings of relig ious men at the  
end of the war with the first Bonaparte, and dur ing the commercial  
distress and political discontent which followed quickly upon it.

The author pref ixed to it a statement that the political allusions  
were not in the sermon as preached, but were added on its being  
pr inted. It is not feared that just exception can be taken to them  
even now, when men have been so much more accustomed to deal  
with similar topics than was the generation which witnessed the  
Restoration of the Bourbons. At that day, patr iotism was not the  
sub jec t  o f  many ser mons  which would be  in  uni son wi th our  
present opinions. Now every one taking a public par t in politics,  
f inds it his interest to pretend to a love for freedom, even though  
i t s  hereditar y enemy, and opposing i t  wherever he can without  
danger  to himse l f .  Then,  the not ions  of  Lord Eldon and Lord  
Sidmouth governed the country, and for the most par t influenced  
the  pre s s ,  the  pu lp i t ,  and the  f ami ly  or  conviv ia l  c i rc le.  The  
author of the fol lowing sermon was ever fondly attached to the  
liberties secured by the English constitution, and as he formed his  
opinions for himself , and held them when they brought him into  
discredit ,  his  whigg ism did not become more democrat ic when  
l iberal i sm was professed in high places.  In accordance with this  
sermon was a political speech which he delivered a l itt le earlier,  
and which has escaped obl ivion, through having been heard by  
Mr Commissioner Hil l ,  the Recorder of Birmingham, who thus  
descr ibes i t  in a letter which he sent to the editor on occasion  
of his father’s death.

The f ir st time I remember to have heard him out of his pulpit  
was  a t  a  Town’s  Meet ing ,  to  ce lebra te  the  Peace  o f  1814.  At- 
tempts were made to declare the fate of Napoleon the tr iumph of  
nar row pr inciples in poli t ics .  Your f ather was opposed to much  
older men, and perhaps to the prevailing tone of the assembly, but  
he boldly and with masculine eloquence defended his own liberal  
views, and his speech made an impression on me which will never  
be effaced.

The two phi l anthropi s t s  o f  l a te  year s  occa s iona l ly  s aw each  
other at public meetings in Birmingham, and the minister never  
could refrain after his return home from expressing (for the most  
part to the editor), in his own hearty manner, his admiration of the  
mental power, learning, and benevolence of the Recorder.
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Psalm 147:11

The Lord taketh pleasure in them that fear him, in those  
that hope in his mercy.

E ve ry  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  w h i c h  G o d  h a s  m a d e  o f  h i s  
na ture,  conta ins  much tha t  i s  awfu l ,  and much tha t  i s  
amiable; and it  i s  the glory of Deity to be at once both  
inf ini te ly  g reat  and inf ini te ly  good.  This  union of  the  
g rand and the lovely is to be seen on the f ace of nature,  
and  in  the  admin i s t r a t ion  o f  Prov idence,  bu t  i s  mos t  
c lear ly di scovered in the pages of  that  inspired volume  
which was wr itten to inform us, in some measure, what  
God i s .  There i t  i s  s a id  ‘ that  God i s  love,  and that  he  
i s  a  consuming f i re ;  that  vengeance belongs  unto him,  
and  th a t  he  de l i gh t s  i n  me rcy ;  t h a t  he  r i d e s  on  the  
heavens ,  and yet  i s  the  Father  o f  the  f a ther le s s ,  and a  
judge for the widows; that he is  the high and lofty one  
who inhabits eternity, and dwells in the holy place, and  
at  the same t ime makes his  abode with the man who is  
o f  an  humbl e  and  a  con t r i t e  s p i r i t ’ ;  t h a t  he  i s  s e en  
agains t  us  in the pur i ty and equity of  the sentences  of  
hi s  law, and yet  with us  in the per son and work of  hi s  
Son. And as  the essence of  re l ig ion consi s t s  in the ex- 
e rc i s e  o f  su i t ab l e  d i spo s i t ion s  toward s  th i s  g rea t  and  
b l e s s ed  God,  and  no  d i spo s i t ion s  can  be  su i t ab l e  bu t 
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such as cor respond to the entire revelation which he has  
made o f  h i s  na ture,  the  sp i r i t  o f  t r ue  p ie ty  i s  equa l ly  
removed from unhallowed presumption on the one hand,  
and s lavish despair on the other, and appear s in i ts  true  
character only when seen in the union of holy dread and  
humble  conf idence.  Our  rea sons  for  fea r  a re  inca lcu- 
lably increased by the consciousness of our guilt, and can  
leave no room for any hope but that which rests  exclu- 
s ively upon the promise of mercy through Chr ist  Jesus.  
Yet has God been g racious ly pleased to declare that  he  
t ake s  de l i gh t  in  tho se  who f e a r  h im and  hope  in  h i s  
mercy,  that  i s ,  they are the object s  of  hi s  pecul iar  and  
inf inite regard. These pious dispositions should be exer- 
cised in relation to our spir itual,  our temporal,  and our  
n a t i ona l  i n t e re s t s .  I n  reg a rd  to  e a ch ,  we  have  much  
cause for  fear,  and much for  hope.  But i t  i s  only with  
the latter that I have to do on the present occasion.

Our  count r y  i s  a  t e r m o f  wide  and  mos t  endea r ing  
impo r t .  Poe t r y  h a s  s ung  i t s  c h a r m s ,  p a t r i o t i sm  h a s  
been inspired by them, and piety has consecrated them.  
‘ I f  I  f o r g e t  t h ee,  O  Je r u s a l em ,’ s a i d  t h i s  t r i o,  when  
t h ey  h ad  hung  t h e i r  h a r p s  on  t h e  w i l l ow s ,  a nd  s a t  
weeping by Baby lon’s  r iver,  ‘ l e t  my r ight  hand forget  
i t s  cunning ,  and  my tongue  c l eave  to  the  roo f  o f  my  
mou th .’ The  love  o f  ou r  coun t r y  i s  no t  a  mere  ch i - 
va l rous  and  romant i c  pa s s ion ,  bu t  one  o f  the  noble s t  
feelings that can do honour to man as a member of civil  
society.  I t  i s  in the rat ional  community what the g reat  
l aw  o f  a t t r a c t i on  i s  i n  t h e  wor l d  o f  n a tu re.  A s  t h a t  
causes the par ts of individual bodies to cohere together,  
and  a t  the  s ame  t ime  ba l ance s  and  regu l a t e s  in  the i r  
p l ace s  and mot ions  the  orbs  for ming the  univer se ;  so  
does this  generous feel ing preserve the identi ty of par-
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t icu lar  k ingdoms,  and prevent  the e lements  o f  soc ie ty  
f rom s ink ing  in to  the  re s t l e s s  con fu s ion  o f  a  genera l  
chaos ,  o r  be ing  sca t te red  a s  by  a  cent r i fuga l  fo rce  in  
eve r y  po s s i b l e  d i rec t ion .  I t  i s  t he  founda t ion  o f  the  
public virtues, and a chief source of public prosperity.

The  l ove  o f  ou r  coun t r y  w i l l  make  u s  t rembl ing l y  
alive to her welfare; will produce a deep solicitude when  
t h a t  we l f a re  i s  i n  d ange r  o r  s u s p en s e ;  w i l l  make  u s  
anxious to know the reasons which exi s t  for  hope and  
fear  re spect ing her,  tha t ,  i f  pos s ible,  we may mul t ip ly  
those of  the for mer kind,  and diminish the la t ter.  The  
design of the following discourse is to show what ground  
there is for fear as to the intention of Divine Providence  
concerning us, and what are the grounds of hope.

I  s h a l l  f a i t h fu l l y  exh ib i t  wha t  appe a r  t o  me  to  be  
suf f ic ient g rounds to apprehend that  God may yet vi s i t  
th i s  nat ion with hi s  r ighteous di sp leasure.  I t  would i l l  
become us ,  even in  hol ie r  and more prosperous  t imes  
than those on which we have f a l len,  to adopt the con- 
g r a t u l a t o r y  l a n g u a g e  o f  B a by l o n  i n  t h e  d ay  o f  h e r  
prosper i ty,  and the height  of  her  g randeur,  ‘ I  sha l l  be  
a  l ady for  ever ;  I  s i t  a s  a  queen,  and sha l l  see  no sor- 
row.’ E x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  u n d i s t u r b e d  t r a n q u i l l i t y,  a n d  
uninter rupted prosper i ty,  in such a world as  thi s ,  res t- 
ing,  a s  they must  do,  on ignorance or  pr ide,  are  of ten  
the prelude to a melancholy rever se, the deceptive calm  
b e f o re  t h e  t empe s t .  Much  l e s s  a re  we  wa r r an t ed  t o  
indulge,  in our present c ircumstances ,  the hope of  ex- 
empt ion f rom nat iona l  ca lamity.  I t  i s  t r ue,  we are  not  
engaged in doubtful war with any foreign foe; no alarms  
of  invas ion are circulat ing through the land, and pest i- 
l ence  and  f amine  a re  a t  a  d i s t ance ;  bu t  a re  the se  the  
only evils which the power of God can employ to scourge 
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a guilty nation? Can he not f ind within our own shores  
ingredients of our curse, and replenishing with them the  
via l s  of  his  wrath,  pour them out upon us in a t ime of  
ex te r na l  t r anqui l l i ty ?  I s  not  ever y  mind now ag i t a ted  
by fear, and does not every eye seem to view the balance  
of  our dest iny trembling in the hand of  Omnipotence?  
And are there not just grounds for such fears?

1.  Cons ider  the  sovere ignty  which God exerc i se s  in  
d i spos ing  the  for tunes  both  o f  s t a te s  and ind iv idua l s .  
‘He doth  h i s  wi l l  amongs t  the  a r mie s  o f  heaven ,  and  
amongs t  the  inhabi tant s  o f  ear th .  Hi s  k ingdom ru le th  
over  a l l .  He taketh up kings ,  and put te th them down,  
a s  i t  p leaseth him, and g ives  the kingdom to whomso- 
eve r  he  wi l l .’ The  c rowns  o f  the  ea r th ,  a s  we l l  a s  i t s  
sh ie lds ,  be long unto the Lord.  Impres s ive and humil i- 
a t ing  was  h i s  l anguage  to  anc ient  I s r ae l :  ‘O house  o f  
Israel,  cannot I do you with you as the potter, saith the  
Lord .  Beho ld ,  a s  the  c l ay  i s  i n  the  po t t e r ’s  h and ,  so  
a re  ye  in  mine  hand ,  O hou se  o f  I s r a e l .’ We depend  
for everything that const i tutes national g reatness ,  pros- 
per i ty,  and happines s ,  en t i re ly  upon the  wi l l  o f  God,  
and (which i s  s t i l l  more impres s ive)  we depend for  a l l  
upon hi s  mercy.  We are tenants  a t  wi l l  for  a l l  we pos- 
s e s s .  He  can  depre s s  u s  w i thou t  in ju s t i ce,  and  whi l e  
the g roans of our humiliation were ascending, ten thou- 
s a n d  i m p a r t i a l  w i t n e s s e s  wo u l d  e x c l a i m ,  ‘ Ju s t  a n d  
r i gh t eou s  a re  t hy  j udgemen t s ,  Lo rd  God  A lm igh t y.’  
There is  not a s ingle ar t ic le that we possess over which 
we can  exerc i s e  a  power  so  un l imi ted  a s  tha t  o f  God  
over us .  Surely such a view of  our dependence upon a  
Being whose power we cannot resist, and whose purposes  
concerning us are utterly unknown, should excite in us,  
a t  a l l  t ime s ,  a  d i s po s i t i on  ve r y  remote  f rom f e a r l e s s  
security.
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2 .  Our  na t iona l  t r ansg re s s ions  a re  su f f i c ient  to  pro- 
d u c e  ve r y  p a i n f u l  a p p r e h e n s i o n s .  I  a m  awa r e  t h a t  
dec lamat ions  aga ins t  the vices  of  the t imes ,  have been  
a t  o n c e  p r a c t i s e d  a n d  d e s p i s e d  i n  eve r y  a g e .  I t  i s  
l amentable  tha t  such a  topic  should  be  neces sa r y,  and  
sti l l  more lamentable that it should be disregarded when  
i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y.  I t  i s  t h e  l a s t  s t a g e  i n  t h e  h a rden ing  
process of iniquity, when the transg ressor either rejects  
with contempt, or receives with indif ference the words  
of  the f a i thful  reprover.  May thi s  symptom of  a  seared  
conscience be never seen in the case of my countrymen!  
In  speak ing o f  the  s in s  o f  the  na t ion,  I  am not  go ing  
to ins t i tute a  compar i son between the present  and any  
past age of its history, much less between its own moral  
condi t ion and tha t  o f  sur rounding countr ie s .  Compa- 
r i sons  o f  th i s  k ind a re  se ldom re sor ted to  but  for  the  
purpose of col lect ing fuel  for our pr ide, or excuses for  
our  s in s .  Be s ide s  a  dec i s ion  in  such  ca se s ,  where  the  
ope r a t i on  o f  mo t ive ,  t h e  mea su re  o f  l i g h t ,  a nd  t h e  
degree of assistance, must be al l  taken into the account,  
i s  a  work too di f f icu l t  for  any mind but  that  which i s  
omni sc i en t .  Take  the  ca se  ab s t r ac ted ly,  and  s ay  i f  we  
are not ‘a  people laden with iniquity,  chi ldren that  are  
co r r up t ,  a  s e ed  o f  ev i l  doe r s .’ ‘The  ove r f l ow ing s  o f  
i n i qu i t y  may  we l l  make  u s  a f r a i d .’ Whe re  s h a l l  t h e  
eye  o f  the  Chr i s t i an  obse r ver  re s t ,  and  there  f ind  no  
cause for confession, gr ief, and reformation?

A re  t h e re  no  s i n s  w r i t t e n  by  t h e  ve r y  p en  o f  t h e  
leg i s la ture amidst  the records of  our laws,  upon which  
the  eye  o f  God  look s  down wi th  d i sp l e a su re ?  I s  no t  
g amb ing  l e g a l i s ed  i n  t he  s y s t em o f  l o t t e r i e s ?  I s  no t  
the sacred inst i tut ion of  the Lord’s  Supper abused,  de- 
g raded,  prof aned,  in  being conver ted by the Tes t  l aws 
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i n t o  a  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  f o r  s e c u l a r  o f f i c e s ?  I s  n o t  t h e  
solemnity of an oath conver ted into a species of profane  
swear ing, by its repetition on the most tr ivial occasions,  
th rough  a l l  the  depa r tment s  o f  the  revenue?  I s  the re  
nothing in our penal code which needs revision and cor- 
rec t ion ,  to  render  our  ju r i sp r udence  e f f ec t ive  in  the  
prevent ion as  wel l  a s  punishment of  cr ime? When wil l  
the  vo ice  o f  rea son  and  reve l a t ion  be  hea rd ,  and  the  
l eg i s l a ture  have  tha t  ‘qu ick  under s t and ing in  the  fea r  
of  the Lord’ ,  which sha l l  move them with holy indig- 
nation to expunge these blots from the statute book?

The s in s  o f  the  peop le,  and such a lone  a re  na t iona l  
s i n s ,  requ i re  more  pa r t i cu l a r  a t t en t ion .  ‘To  con s ide r  
n a t i ona l  s i n s  a s  me re l y  comprehend ing  t he  v i c e s  o f  
r u ler s ,  or  the in iqui t ie s  to lera ted by law’ ,  says  a  most  
e l o quen t  w r i t e r , *  ‘ i s  t o  p l a c e  t h e  du t i e s  o f  s u ch  a  
sea son a s  th i s  in  a  ver y invid ious  and ver y inadequate  
l i gh t .  I t  i s  t o  rende r  t h em i nv i d i ou s :  f o r  upon  t h i s  
pr inc ip le  i t  i s  our  chie f  bus ines s  on such occas ions  to  
s ingle out for attack those whom we are commanded to  
obey,  to  de scan t  on  publ i c  abuse s ,  and  to  ho ld  up  to  
detestat ion and abhor rence the supposed del inquencies  
o f  the  gover nment  under  which  we  a re  p l aced .  How  
f a r  such a  conduct  tends  to  promote  tha t  broken and  
contr ite hear t ,  which is  heaven’s best sacr i f ice, requires  
no g reat sagacity to discover. It is ,  moreover, to exhibit  
a  ver y inadequate view of  the dut ies  of  thi s  season,  a s 

*	 S e e  M r  H a l l ’ s  S e r m o n ,  e n t i t l e d  ‘ S e n t i m e n t s  p r o p e r  t o  t h e  p r e - 
s e n t  c r i s i s ’ ,  p r e a c h e d  1 9  O c t o b e r  1 8 0 3 ,  w h i c h ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  
t r a n s c e n d e n t  e l o q u e n c e  o f  t h e  p e r o r a t i o n ,  c o n t a i n s  s o  m u c h  t h a t  i s  
a pp rop r i a t e  t o  t h e  t ime  and  c i r cums t an c e s  i n  wh i ch  we  l i v e ,  t h a t  i t s  
pe ru s a l  and  c i r cu l a t ion  cannot  be  too  warmly  p romoted  by  eve ry  lover  
of his country.
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it confines humiliation and confession to a mere scantling  
of the sins which pollute a nation.’

A t  t he  he ad  o f  ou r  n a t i ona l  t r an s g re s s i on s ,  and  a s  
the cause of  many that  wi l l  a f terwards  be enumerated,  
mus t  be  p l a ced  a  ve r y  l amen t ab l e  d i s rega rd  o f  tho se  
dut ie s  which are  b inding upon a  people  p laced under  
the br ightes t  economy of  mercy with which God ever  
b l e s s ed  a  s in fu l  wor ld .  I f  we  read  the  Sc r ip tu re s ,  we  
shall f ind that the g reatest responsibil ity attaches to that  
n a t i on  t o  whom ‘ i s  s en t  t h e  wo rd  o f  s a l va t i on ,  t h e  
g l o r i o u s  g o s p e l  o f  t h e  b l e s s e d  G o d .’ I t  i s  t h e  ve r y  
climax of national pr ivileges ‘to know the joyful sound.’  
Now does  i t  appear  f rom even a  genera l  survey of  the  
people of this country, that they are render ing the know- 
l edge  o f  Chr i s t  ‘ a  s avour  o f  l i f e  un to  l i f e .’ I s  i t  no t  
a f act that the peculiar doctr ines of Chr ist ianity, embo- 
d i ed  and  exp re s s ed  i n  t h e  ve r y  app rop r i a t e  t e r m  o f  
‘evange l ica l  re l ig ion’ ,  a re  by mul t i tudes  neg lected,  by  
m a ny  o p p o s e d ,  a n d  by  m a ny  r i d i c u l e d .  B y  w h a t  a  
large propor tion of the community is the whole of reli- 
g ion resolved into a mere compliance with a few cere- 
monial  observances,  to the total  neglect of the rel ig ion  
of the hear t; so that while many do not respect even the  
for ms  o f  god l ines s ,  o ther s  a re  s a t i s f i ed  wi th  the  mere  
forms! What a lamentable dest i tution do we see around  
us  of  that  re l ig ion which beg ins  in deep convict ion of  
s in ,  in ten se  so l i c i tude  about  e t e r na l  s a l va t ion ,  god ly  
sor row which worketh repentance, evangelical humility,  
be l i e f  in  Chr i s t  fo r  ju s t i f i c a t ion ;  and  which  when so  
begun, is car r ied on by the crucif ixion of the affections  
and lusts of the f lesh, the subjection of the whole hear t  
and  conduct  to  the  l aw o f  God,  sp i r i tua l i ty  o f  mind ,  
the conques t  o f  the wor ld by f a i th ,  the predominance 
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of things unseen and eternal,  over things seen and tem- 
pora l ,  communion with invi s ible  rea l i t ie s ,  prepara t ion  
fo r  ce le s t i a l  g lor ie s ,  c lo se t  devot ion ,  f ami ly  re l ig ion ,  
publ i c  wor sh ip ;  and  which  de l i gh t s  in  t r u th ,  ju s t i ce,  
meekness ,  temperance, brotherly love, does good to a l l  
men ,  and  sh ine s  a s  a  l i gh t  i n  t he  wor l d !  Do  we  s e e  
such  re l i g ion  a s  th i s  abound ing?  And  wha t  l e s s  than  
th i s  i s  the re l ig ion of  the New Testament?  Neglect  o f  
e ter na l  ver i t ie s  appear s  to me to be one of  the cr y ing  
s i n s  o f  ou r  coun t r y.  Was  i t  no t  th i s  wh i ch  p rocu red  
t h e  d e a t h  wa r r a n t  o f  Jud e a ?  Sh e  knew  no t  t h e  d ay  
of her vis i tat ion: and how shal l  we escape i f  we neglect  
so great salvation?

To the  neg lec t  o f  p ie ty  we mus t  add the  preva lence  
of immorality. How general i s  drunkenness,  that beast ly  
vice which enslaves the mind to the body, while it con- 
s ume s  t h e  body  a s  i n  l i qu i d  f i re !  How aw fu l  i s  t h e  
thought that  the bount ies  of  d iv ine providence should  
t h u s  b e  c o nve r t e d  i n t o  t h e  m e a n s  o f  t r a n s g r e s s i n g  
aga in s t  the i r  Author,  and  tha t  the  product s  o f  na ture  
should be converted into instruments of rebellion against  
their Creator! Shockingly common is  prof ane swear ing!  
A  d re ad f u l  t a i n t  o f  imp i e t y  r un s  t h rough  t h e  d a i l y  
in tercour se  of  myr iads  both of  the r ich and the poor.  
I t  h a s  been  f requen t l y  s a id ,  th a t  in  no  na t ion  unde r  
heaven is the profanation of sacred terms so common as  
i n  Eng l and .  Th i s  s i n  ha s  no t  even  the  f l imsy  excu se  
of sensual g ratif ication to plead on its behalf , and seems  
invented for  no other  pur pose than to g ive expres s ion  
and ef fect  to the f iend-l ike pass ions of  enmity,  mal ice,  
and revenge. It  i s  an impious, though impotent attempt  
to purloin the f ire of incensed justice, to g rasp and hurl  
those  thunderbo l t s  o f  d iv ine  vengeance,  which ought 
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never to be contemplated but with dread and trembling.  
Was  female  pros t i tu t ion ever  more unblushing ly  com- 
mitted, or more widely extended than at this day. What  
swar ms of  miserable creatures  crawl f rom their  lurking  
places at  the hour of darkness to infest  our s treets ,  and  
sp re ad  the i r  to i l s  f o r  the i r  too  wi l l i ng  v i c t ims .  I t  i s  
computed that London alone contains f i f ty thousand of  
these wretched beings, who subsist wholly or in par t on  
the  wages  o f  in iqu i ty.  ‘O thou who a r t  o f  purer  eye s  
than to behold in iqui ty,  what  a  scene of  pol lut ion for  
thee to look upon perpetual ly, and without a cover ing!’  
The cr imes  cogni sable  by l aw commit ted by th i s  c l a s s  
have quintupled within the last few years.

I  come now to  the  pro f ana t ion o f  the  Sabba th ;  tha t  
d ay  o f  ho ly  re s t ,  g iven  in  mercy  to  man ,  a t  once  to  
re f resh hi s  body,  wor n with toi l ,  and as s i s t  h i s  soul  in  
the  pur su i t  o f  s a lva t ion .  How a re  the  p rec ious  hour s  
o f  th i s  d ay  squande red  upon  reve l l i ng ,  bu s ine s s ,  and  
t r ave l l ing !  I t  i s  p robable  tha t  in  th i s  town,  to  go  no  
fur ther for  an example,  not above hal f  the populat ion,  
who are prevented by no uncontrollable cause, attend the  
solemnities of public wor ship. It  might be said in reply  
to thi s ,  that  there i s  not  suf f ic ient  accommodat ion for  
t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s .  B u t  a r e  a l l  o u r  p l a c e s  o f  wo r s h i p  
c rowded to  exces s ?  Are  our  church and meet ing war- 
dens  in  ever y  ca se  wear ied wi th appl ica t ions  for  sea t s  
and  pews ?  I s  i t  no t  man i f e s t ,  t h a t  t en s  o f  thou s and s  
in Bir mingham go to no place of  wor ship on the Sab- 
bath,  merely for want of incl inat ion? With s t i l l  g reater  
force and propr iety this remark will apply to the metro- 
po l i s ,  whence  myr i ad s  a re  to  be  s e en  eve r y  S abba th  
mor n ing  i s s u i ng  t h rough  i t s  d i f f e ren t  avenue s  f o r  a  
d ay ’s  p l e a su re  in  the  coun t r y ;  who  pa s s  the  inv i t i ng 
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door s of sanctuary after sanctuary with a contemptuous  
smi le  upon those  who a re  ha s ten ing  to  appear  be fore  
God in Zion.  Where there i s  a  demand for  accommo- 
dation (at least  i t  i s  so amongst the dissenter s) ,  there i s  
general ly found generosity suff icient, at any expense, to  
supply it. It is to be feared that the f ir st day of the week  
is devoted by a very large por tion of the trading par t of  
the community to jour neys  of  bus iness ,  by the r ich to  
jour neys  of  p lea sure,  and by the poor  to habi t s  o f  in- 
do l en c e.  Who  c an  h e l p  mou r n i ng  i n  s e c re t  f o r  t h e  
routs ,  par t ies ,  and pr ivate concer ts ,  which are g iven in  
the f ashionable circles of high l i fe on that day which is  
commanded of  God to be kept  holy?  I t  would be wel l  
i f  many who a re  loud and long  in  the i r  dec l amat ions  
aga ins t  the g rowth of  sedi t ion and impiety.  would not  
in  d i s rega rd ing  the  Sabba th ,  encourage  by  the i r  own  
ex amp l e  t he  g rowth  o f  eve r y  ev i l  wo rk .  I  am  so r r y  
that  the charge of  employing the Sabbath for  the pur- 
pose  o f  t r ave l l ing ,  may  be  brought  wi th  g rea t  ju s t i ce  
a g a i n s t  many  p ro f e s s o r s  o f  re l i g i on .  I t  h a s  b e come,  
even amongst  them, a ver y common pract ice to retur n  
home f rom a jour ney la te  on Sunday mor ning,  and to  
s e t  o f  on  a  jour ney  ea r l y  on  the  Sunday  even ing .  In  
the for mer case  the whole day i s ,  in  a  measure,  sacr i- 
f iced,  for a f ter  t ravel l ing a l l  night the body i s  not in a  
s tate to al low much edif icat ion to the mind; and in the  
latter case, a very valuable por tion of the day is lost for  
pu r po s e s  o f  r e l i g i on .  I s  a ny  on e  p a r t  o f  a  d ay  l e s s  
s a c r e d  t h a n  a n o t h e r ?  H a s  n o t  t h e  s a m e  a u t h o r i t y  
enjoined a l l  the par t s  of  i t  to be kept  holy?  And what  
an example  to  the wor ld !  I  am aware  tha t  neces s i ty  i s  
somet imes  l a id  upon us  in  th i s  mat ter,  but  i t  i s  much  
o f t ene r  made  by  u s .  The  Chr i s t i an s  i n  Ot ahe i t e  a re 
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already in this par ticular the reprover s of the Chr ist ians  
in  Great  Br i ta in ,  and we sha l l  soon need a  mis s ionar y  
f rom the South Sea i s lands to teach us  how to observe  
the Sabbath.

T h e re  i s  o n e  m o d e  o f  s h ow i n g  d i s r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  
d iv ine  in s t i tu t ion ,  which  ha s  ve r y  much increa sed  o f  
l a t e  yea r s ;  I  mean  the  s ac r i f i ce  o f  i t  to  po l i t i c a l  d i s - 
cus s ion.  Sunday newspaper s  are  a  source of  mora l  and  
pol i t ica l  evi l ,  f rom which a s i lent s tream of cor ruption  
has long been f lowing through the land, and which has  
car r ied through the medium of a le-houses and poli t ical  
clubs, to ten thousand cottages, pr inciples to which, but  
for  such means ,  they would have been happy s t ranger s  
t o  the  p re s en t  hour.  Bu t  l e t  u s  no t  wonde r  a t  t he s e  
things, while their better s make no scruple of frequent- 
ing the publ ic  news rooms,  or  reading the newspaper s  
at  home. The pract ice of  the poor i s  but the copy of a  
p ic ture which hangs  above them. I t  i s  use le s s  to te l l  a  
poo r  man  th a t  he  h a s  no  r i gh t  w i th  a  p ape r  on  the  
S abba th ;  we  shou ld  show h im,  by  our  conduc t ,  th a t  
none of us have a r ight with it  on that day. The proper  
obser vance of  the Sabbath i s  so inseparably connected  
wi th  publ ic  mora l s  and p ie ty,  tha t  there  i s  no g rea ter  
nat ional  s in than i t s  prof anat ion;  and should i t  unhap- 
pi ly  ever  become genera l ly  preva lent ,  we sha l l  see  the  
removal  of  the las t  mound that  res i s t s  the overf lowings  
o f  ungod l ine s s  on  the  one  hand ,  and the  inunda t ions  
of divine vengeance on the other.

I  sha l l  ment ion one more nat iona l  in iqui ty,  and that  
i s ,  a  g rowing depar ture in our commercia l  t ransact ions  
f rom the  p r inc ip l e s  o f  s t r i c t  in teg r i t y.  Indeed ,  p r in- 
ciple, in a g reat measure, seems to have depar ted, while  
there  has  come into i t s  p lace  a  sy s tem of  f a l se  c red i t , 
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o f  ra sh  and ru inous  specula t ion,  o f  d i shones t  a r t i f i ce,  
and unblushing t r icker y,  t i l l  the profes sed d i sc ip le s  o f  
Jesus are imitat ing the pract ices  of  the basest  and most  
degenerate Jews.

I t  wi l l  be expected,  probably,  that  I  should a l lude to  
two vices, which, although not national,  are committed  
to  a  cer t a in  ex tent  in  the  na t ion .  No,  bre thren ,  in f i - 
de l i ty  and  sed i t ion  never  have  been ,  never  wi l l  be,  I  
t r u s t ,  t h e  ch a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  Eng l i s hmen .  In subo rd i - 
na t ion  to  the  l aws  and  au thor i t i e s  o f  the  re a lm doe s  
exis t ,  I  admit ,  amongst  a  misguided and deluded par ty,  
and must be exceedingly displeasing in the sight of that  
Great  Being who has  g iven hi s  own divine sanct ion to  
the author i ty and ar rangements  of  human government.  
‘The powers that be are ordained of God, and therefore  
l e t  eve r y  sou l  b e  sub j e c t  t o  t he  h i ghe r  power s ;  and  
whosoever  res i s te th the power,  res i s te th the ordinance  
of  God; and they that  res i s t  shal l  receive to themselves  
damnation.’

You wi l l  par t icu la r ly  remember  tha t  I  am not  v iew- 
i n g  t h i s  s u b j e c t  i n  a  p o l i t i c a l  p o i n t  o f  v i ew.  Wi t h  
po l i t i c s ,  in  the  ab s t r ac t ,  I  have  noth ing  to  do in  th i s  
p lace.  The pulpi t  was  intended for  lof t ier  themes than  
this. Of course I cannot be supposed to g ive an opinion  
whether any, or what a l terat ion is  desirable in the state  
of  our par l iamentar y representat ion.  Cer ta in,  however,  
I  am of one thing, that the manner in which this a l ter- 
ation is sought by many,* is in no small degree offensive 

*	 The  r e a l  o r  p r e t ended  ob j e c t  o f  t h e s e  d e l uded  men  r equ i r e s  no t  
o n l y  t h e  t e m p e r a t e  a n d  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  v i g i l a n c e  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  
b u t  t h e  e qu a l l y  t empe r a t e  a nd  f i rm  r e s i s t a n c e  o f  e v e r y  f r i e nd  o f  h i s  
count ry  in  the  pr iva te  wa lk s  o f  l i f e ,  and  by  the  opera t ion  o f  ind iv idua l  
i n f l u ence .  L e t  a l l  t h e  powe r  o f  p e r s u a s i on ,  whe r e  t h e r e  i s  a n  oppo r - 
tun i ty  o f  exer t ing  i t ,  be  b rought  to  suppor t  the  exer t ions  o f  au thor i ty . 
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to  God ,  who  i s  a  l ove r  o f  p e a c e  and  conco rd ,  who  
delights in a meek and quiet spir it ,  and has commanded  
us to ‘Honour al l  men, to love the brotherhood, to fear  
God, and to honour the king.’

God does  not  war rant  us  to  seek even good ends  by  
bad means;  and it  i s  perfect ly obvious that those means  
cannot be otherwise than bad which are in direct oppo- 
sition, not more to the spir it of the Br itish constitution,  
t h an  to  the  p re cep t s  o f  d iv ine  reve l a t i on .  Wha t eve r  
amel iora t ion takes  p l ace  in  the  s t a te  o f  our  l aws ,  and  
whenever the moment shal l  ar r ive to remove the par tial  
sediment which the s tream of t ime may have deposi ted  
a t  the  ba se  o f  our  inva luable  cons t i tu t ion ,  i t  mus t  be  
done not  by the pas s ions  of  the mul t i tude,  but  by the  
wisdom of the few, lest  in clear ing away what i s  extra- 
neous, we weaken the foundation itself.

The par t i a l  spread o f  d i s a f fec t ion i s  connected wi th  
the  d i f fu s ion  o f  in f ide l  p r inc ip l e s .  In f ide l i t y,  a s  i f  i t  
had become mad by i t s  conf inement dur ing la te  year s ,  
ha s  b roken  i t s  cha in ,  and  wi th  the  fu r y  o f  an  an ima l  
infected by hydrophobia, has rushed into society, utter- 
i n g  i t s  how l i ng s ,  s end ing  ho r ro r  and  con s t e r n a t i on  
be fo re  i t ,  and  l e av ing  in fec t ion  and  dea th  beh ind  i t .  
Many have been bitten by its  f angs,  who, in their turn, 

En t i t l ed  a s  a r e  the  v i s i ona ry  s chemes  o f  r e fo rm now a f l o a t  to  r i d i cu l e  
f o r  t h e i r  f o l l y ,  a n d  t o  d r e a d  f o r  t h e i r  c o n s e q u e n c e s ,  l e t  n o t  t h e i r  
a dvoc a t e s  b e  con s i d e r ed  a s  e i t h e r  b e l ow  t h e  r e a ch  o f  i n s t r u c t i on ,  o r  
i n s e n s i b l e  t o  t h e  f o r c e  o f  a r g u m e n t .  C o n c i l i a t o r y  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  a s  
w e  h a v e  o p p o r t u n i t y  i n  p r i v a t e ,  m a y  t h i n  t h e  r a n k s  o f  d i s a f f e c t i o n ,  
and  b r ing  back  to  the  c amp o f  l oya l t y  many  who  a t  p r e s en t  appea r  to  
h a v e  d e s e r t e d  i t .  T h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  s y s t e m  p r e s e n t ,  I  a m  a f r a i d ,  a  
h o p e l e s s  c a s e .  I f  t h e s e  m e n  a r e  r e a l l y  s i n c e r e  i n  t h e i r  d e s i r e s  o f  
r e fo rm,  l e t  t hem,  a s  t he  f i r s t  s t ep  towa rd s  a c comp l i sh ing  the i r  ob j e c t ,  
r e s i gn  the  c au s e  to  o the r  h and s ,  a s su r ed ,  a s  t hey  we l l  may  be ,  t h a t  i n  
theirs it cannot succeed.
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have  communica ted  the  con t ag ion  to  o the r s ,  t i l l  the  
range of  the mischie f  has  reached an extent  which we  
s h u d d e r  t o  c o n t e m p l a t e .  I t  i s  a t  l e n g t h ,  we  h o p e ,  
a r r e s t e d .  T h e  mu l t i t u d e  a r e  p u t  u p o n  t h e i r  g u a rd ;  
knowing  the  d re ad fu l  ev i l  t h a t  i s  a b ro ad ,  t hey  h ave  
g ra sped the weapons  o f  t r uth ,  and go ar med wi th the  
‘sword of the Spir it.’

Le t  i t  no t  he  suppo sed ,  howeve r,  th a t  a l l  t he  in f i - 
delity in the country is conf ined to the miserable victim  
now suffer ing for his cr imes in a jail, or to his followers;  
i t  i s  t o  b e  f e a re d  t h a t  t h e re  i s  no  sma l l  numbe r  o f  
s cep t i c s  in  the  upper  and midd l ing  c l a s se s  o f  soc ie ty,  
who conceal their pr inciples under the cloak of a political  
a t t a chmen t  t o  re l i g i on .  To  eve r y  ob s e r v i ng  eye  t h e  
prevalence of inf idel sentiments has long been apparent  
i n  our  pe r iod i c a l  l i t e r a tu re,  ou r  cu r ren t  poe t r y,  ou r  
commerc i a l  hab i t s ,  and  the  s t a t e  o f  our  soc i a l  in te r - 
course; not so much in the gross and direct form, which  
Hume or  Pa ine would have d i sp layed,  but  in  pract ica l  
i r re l ig ion, in systematic contempt of divine revelat ion,  
in disregard of rel ig ious inst i tutions, in r idicule of true  
p ie ty,  and in the absence of  a l l  re ference to the Word  
of God, either as the source of instruction or the standard  
of character.

Such  a re  a  p a r t ,  and  on ly  a  p a r t  o f  the  s in s  wh ich  
l i e  heavy on our  countr y ;  and they a re  a t tended wi th  
pecul iar  agg ravat ion,  on account of  the mercies  which  
we have received from the hand of God.

A t  a  p e r i od  when  t he  pub l i c  a t t en t i on  i s  f i xed  s o  
i n t en t l y  upon  ou r  n a t i ona l  a f f l i c t i on ,  and  when  the  
g ene r a l  comp l a i n t  s e ems  t o  imp l y  a  s t a t e  o f  a lmo s t  
unmitigated calamity, there appear s to me peculiar pro- 
pr iety in br ing ing forward into view the many mercies 
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which are s t i l l  le f t  us ,  and which, while they agg ravate  
our  s in s ,  shou ld  modera t e  our  d i s con ten t .  The  t em- 
poral  comfor ts  ar i s ing from our local  circumstances are  
ne i ther  f ew nor  sma l l .  Our  c l imate  i s  t empera te,  our  
so i l  f e r t i l e,  our  in te r na l  re source s  a s  to  a l l  tha t  con- 
st i tutes national wealth and comfor t,  inexhaustible;  our  
i n su l a r  s i t u a t i on  admi r ab l e ,  bo th  f o r  commerce  and  
defence;  and the number,  natura l  s t rength,  and genius  
o f  our  popula t ion ver y cons iderable.  How happi ly  are  
we preserved from those awful visitations which have so  
often f i l led other lands with ter ror, and transformed the  
most  populous and f lour i shing di s t r ic t s  into the va l ley  
o f  the  shadow of  dea th !  No volcanoes  te r r i fy  us  wi th  
the i r  erupt ions ,  and submerge our  towns or  c i t ie s  be- 
neath their  s t reams of  lava;  no ear thquake’s  convuls ive  
throes  bur y our  popula t ion beneath the r u ins  o f  the i r  
own abodes; no hur r icanes car ry desolation through our  
coun t r y ;  f am ine  neve r  wh i t en s  ou r  va l l ey s  w i th  the  
bones  of  the thousands  who have per i shed beneath i t s  
re ign;  no pes t i lence s ta lks  through our land,  hur r y ing  
multi tudes to the tomb, and f i l l ing al l  that remain with  
unutterable  ter ror s ;  war,  except  in the most  mit igated  
for ms,  has  not  been seen within our  shores  for  near ly  
a  century and a ha l f ;  and a l though we have been chief  
a g en t s  i n  t h e  unp a r a l l e l e d  s c ene s  o f  b l ood shed  and  
misery which have been exhibited in this quar ter of the  
world dur ing the last f ive and twenty year s, yet have we  
on ly  s ipped  o f  tha t  b i t t e r  cup  which  o ther  count r i e s  
have drank to i t s  ver y dregs ;  and whi le  ever y countr y  
in  Europe bes ides  has  heard the confused noi se  of  the  
war r ior,  and beheld gar ments  rol led in blood, we have  
on ly  heard  repor t s  f rom a f a r.  Are  not  our  c iv i l  pr iv i- 
l ege s  s t i l l  ver y  g rea t ?  We have  a  cons t i tu t ion ,  which , 
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in theory, is  the perfection of polit ical wisdom, and the  
admiration of the world; and although in practice some  
abu se s  may  have  d i s f i gu red  i t s  be au ty,  and  the  l ap s e  
of  ages  may have impressed upon i t  here and there the  
symptoms of decay, i t  i s  st i l l ,  with al l  i ts  f aults ,  a g rand  
and venerable structure, which, we trust,  the rude hand  
of violence wil l  never be permitted to assai l  from with- 
out, nor the more insidious influence of the prerogative  
be  a l lowed to endanger  f rom with in .  How impar t i a l ly  
a re  ou r  l aw s  admin i s t e red !  A re  no t  t he  l i f e  and  the  
proper ty of the peasant as secure as those of the pr ince?  
Do  we  no t  a l l  repo s e  i n  equa l  s e cu r i t y  bene a th  t he  
m i g h t y  s h a dow  o f  B r i t i s h  j u r i s p r u d e n c e ?  T h a t  o u r  
j udge s  a re  the  f a i th fu l  gua rd i an s  o f  the  r i gh t s  o f  a l l  
men a l ike,  the  event s  o f  the  pre sent  re ign ,  and e spe- 
c i a l l y  o f  the  l a s t  f ew yea r s ,  and  even months ,  incon- 
testably demonstrate.

Our  sp i r i tua l  merc ie s  a re  innumerable  and  inca l cu- 
lable.  How g reat i s  the loving kindness of God, which,  
i n  t h i s  re s pec t ,  h a s  b een  man i f e s t ed  t h rough  a  l ong  
succe s s ion  o f  age s .  How long  have  we been f avoured  
in this  country with the ‘glor ious gospel of the blessed  
God .’ A lmos t  a s  soon  a s  any  Gen t i l e s  we re  admi t t ed  
‘ t o  be  f e l l ow he i r s ,  and  o f  t he  s ame  body,  and  p a r - 
t aker s  o f  the  p romi se  in  Chr i s t ,’ were  the  s avage  and  
idolatrous inhabitants of Br itain cal led from the sangui- 
na r y  r i t e s  o f  Dru id i sm,  in to  the  church o f  the  l iv ing  
God. The name of the f ir st  Chr ist ian miss ionary to our  
count r y  i s  lo s t  in  ob scur i t y,  bu t  i t  i s  un ive r s a l l y  ad- 
mitted that the true l ight shone upon this corner of the  
e a r th  when  na t ion s ,  much  nea re r  to  the  foun t a in  o f  
i l lumination, s t i l l  sat  in the darkness of idolatr y.  When  
Chr i s t i an i t y  wa s  ec l i p s ed  by  the  den se  Saxon  supe r -
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s t i t ion ,  i t  was  aga in  re s tored ,  a l though in  d imin i shed  
pur i ty,  by messenger s  f rom Rome. In subsequent ages ,  
when  the  inc re a s ing  co r r up t ion s  o f  pope r y,  l i ke  the  
s u f f o c a t i ng  c l oud s  wh i ch  John  s aw  i s s u ing  f rom the  
bottomless  pit ,  had wel l  nigh extinguished every ray of  
heaven ly  l i gh t ,  the  mor n ing  s t a r  o f  the  Refor mat ion  
arose upon our island in the ministry and wr itings of the  
immortal Wickliffe, and this beaming signal of approach- 
ing day, was afterwards fol lowed by the noontide splen- 
dour of gospel truth. The yoke of the Vatican was torn  
from the neck of the English church, when many of the  
nations of the continent remained sti l l  in bondage. After  
a dreadful struggle, in which the fr iends of truth endured  
for one hundred and f i fty year s indescr ibable suffer ings,  
the most precious of al l  the bir th-r ights of an immortal  
c rea tu re  wa s  won f rom the  sp i r i t  o f  in to le r ance,  and  
re l ig ious  l iber ty  secured by l aw to the descendant s  o f  
those heroes ,  who had died for  i t  in  pr i son,  upon the  
scaf fold,  and at  the s take. I t  i s  our dis t inguished mercy  
to ‘s i t  every man under his own vine and f ig-tree, none  
dar ing to make him afraid.’

Through the unres t r ic ted enjoyment of  thi s  bles s ing,  
how have the means of relig ious instruction been multi- 
pl ied. What multitudes of holy, f aithful,  labor ious min- 
i s ter s  of  every denomination, are continual ly employed  
in  p reach ing  the  go spe l  o f  s a l va t ion ,  and  u rg ing  the  
p r a c t i c e  o f  ‘wha t s oeve r  t h i ng s  a re  t r u e,  wha t s oeve r  
th ings  are  hones t ,  what soever  th ings  are  jus t ,  what so- 
eve r  t h i n g s  a re  pu re ,  wha t s o eve r  t h i n g s  a re  l ove l y,  
what soever  th ings  a re  of  good repor t ’ !  I f  men neglect  
salvation it is not for want of monitors; if they go astray  
it  is  not for lack of guides; i f  they sin against God, it  is  
not because there are none to warn them. What a universal 



192	 works of john angell james volume i�

c o n c e r n  i s  m a n i f e s t e d  f o r  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  
r i s ing  genera t ion !  Through the  preva lence  o f  Sunday  
schools ,  i t  i s  now a rare thing to meet with an indivi- 
dual  of  e i ther  sex,  under the age of  thir ty,  who i s  un- 
able  to  read .  Near ly  the  whole  o f  the  ch i ldren o f  the  
poor are every Sabbath taken to those institutions, where  
they are taught to read the Word of God, and conducted  
to hear i t  preached. In addit ion to this ,  how general  i s  
t he  c i rcu l a t ion  o f  the  Sc r ip tu re s !  The  B ib l e  Soc i e t y  
a lone ha s  i s sued s ince  i t s  for mat ion between two and  
three mil l ion copies  of  the Word of  God. The Bible i s  
i n  the  hand  o f  a lmos t  eve r y  ind iv idua l .  Soc i e t i e s  o f  
every poss ible descr ipt ion have been for med to di f fuse  
rel ig ious knowledge into every dark corner of the land.  
Commentar ies upon the Scr iptures, treatises in explana- 
t ion of  the doctr ines  of  the gospel ,  ser mons enforcing  
t h e  du t i e s  o f  reve l a t i on ,  p e r i od i c a l  pub l i c a t i on s ,  i n  
which appeals have been made, in the form of essays, to  
the under s tanding and fee l ings  of  the publ ic ;  re l ig ious  
t r a c t s  i n  eve r y  fo r m,  and  in  number s  s c a rce l y  to  be  
counted, have a l l  been put into circulat ion; e loquence,  
tas te,  genius,  f ancy, have a l l  been employed to increase  
t h e  i n f l u en c e  a nd  e x t end  t h e  b l e s s i n g s  o f  r e l i g i on .  
Wha t  a  t r a i n  o f  me rc i e s !  Where  i s  t he  coun t r y  th a t  
can be compared wi th our s  for  sp i r i tua l  pr iv i leges?  I t  
may in a manner be said of Br itain as it formerly was of  
the Jews,  ‘God shows his  word unto Jacob,  hi s  s ta tutes  
and his judgements unto Israel: he hath not dealt so with  
any  na t ion .’ And wi th  equa l  ju s t i ce  may he  appea l  to  
us as he did to them, ‘What more could I have done for  
my people  than I  have done? ’ And yet ,  a f ter  a l l ,  what  
aboundings  o f  in iqui ty !  How unfru i t fu l  have we been  
under  a l l  th i s  sp i r i tua l  cu l ture !  To what  an extent  a re 
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the g lor ious  pecul ia r i t ie s  o f  the Chr i s t i an scheme ne- 
g lec ted ,  denied,  and r id icu led !  How smal l  i s  the  por- 
t ion of true Chr is t ian knowledge in the land, and how  
much le s s  s t i l l  the  deg ree  o f  p ie ty !  How ha s  in iqu i ty  
abounded,  and the love of  many waxed cold !  To for m  
a true est imate of our moral  condit ion, we should cer- 
tainly take all our mercies into the account, and calculate  
what ought to be the g rat i tude,  the piety,  and the zeal  
of a people so eminently distinguished.

3.  A s  ano the r  re a son  f o r  f e a r,  I  men t i on  the  v i ew  
which God has  g iven of  hi s  character  in the scr ipture,  
together with the threatenings which he has denounced  
ag a in s t  t he  gu i l t y.  H i s  ho l ine s s  f o r ms  a  con sp i cuou s  
feature of  hi s  character,  as  i t  i s  del ineated on the page  
o f  i n s p i r a t i o n .  S u c h  i s  h i s  p u r i t y,  ‘ t h a t  t h e  ve r y  
heavens  are  sa id  to be unc lean in hi s  s ight .’ S in i s  the  
on ly  th ing  in  a l l  the  un ive r s e  wh ich  God ha te s ,  and  
thi s  he does  abhor wherever  he di scover s  i t .  With our  
l imited under standing, and feeble power s of moral  per- 
ception, it is impossible for us to form an adequate idea  
of the evil of sin, or the light in which it is contemplated  
by  a  God whose  under s t anding i s  in f in i te,  and whose  
pu r i t y  i s  immacu l a t e.  Tha t  l aw which  men  a re  da i l y  
trampling upon, equally without consideration, without  
reason, and without penitence, is most sacred in his eyes,  
a s  the  emana t ion  and  the  t r an sc r ip t  o f  h i s  own ho l i - 
ne s s .  He  i s  a l s o  omn ip re s en t  and  omni s c i en t .  The re  
is not a nook or corner of the land from which he is ex- 
c luded.  Of ever y scene of  in iqui ty  he i s  the cons tant ,  
though inv i s ible  wi tnes s .  The whole  mas s  o f  na t iona l  
gui l t ,  wi th ever y the minutes t  par t icu lar  o f  i t ,  i s  ever  
before hi s  eye.  His  jus t ice,  which consi s t s  in g iving to  
a l l  their  due,  must  inc l ine him to punish iniqui ty,  and 
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his  power enables him to do i t .  He is  the moral  gover- 
nor of  the nat ions,  and concerned to render his  provi- 
dence subser v ient  to  the d i sp lay  of  h i s  a t t r ibutes :  and  
i f  a  people so highly f avoured as we are,  notwithstand- 
ing our manifold sins, escape without chastisement, wil l  
no t  some be  ready  to  que s t ion  the  equ i ty,  i f  no t  the  
ve r y  exe rc i s e  o f  h i s  admin i s t r a t ion?  Hi s  th rea ten ing s  
against the wicked are to be found in almost every page  
o f  ho ly  wr i t .  ‘ I f  ye  wa lk  con t r a r y  to  me,’ s a id  Jeho- 
va h  t o  t h e  Jew s ,  ‘ I  w i l l  wa l k  c o n t r a r y  t o  yo u .’ To  
the same people he declared at  another t ime, ‘ I f  ye do  
wickedly ye shal l  be consumed, both ye and your king.’  
Nor are  the threatenings  of  the Bible  to be v iewed in  
the  l ight  o f  mere  unrea l  te r ror s ,  a s  c louds  and s tor ms  
which the poet’s pencil has introduced into the picture;  
the creatures of his own fancy, and only intended to ex- 
c i te  the imag inat ion of  other s .  No,  brethren,  they are  
awful realities, intended to operate by their denunciation  
as a cheek upon temptation; or if not so regarded, to be  
endured in  the i r  execut ion a s  a  puni shment  upon our  
sins.

4. The example which God has made of other nations,  
m i gh t  we l l  a l a r m  u s .  I f  k i ngdoms  a s  s u ch ,  a re  eve r  
punished for their s ins, i t  must be in the present world,  
where  a lone  they  ex i s t  in  the i r  co l l ec t ive  fo r m.  The  
solemnities of the day of judgement are intended for man- 
k ind  in  the i r  per sona l  charac te r s .  A l l  human a s soc i a- 
t ion s ,  f ami l i e s ,  churche s ,  s t a t e s ,  w i l l  then  be  me l t ed  
down into  one genera l  mas s  o f  ind iv idua l s ,  and ever y  
man,  amids t  sur rounding mi l l ions ,  be  judged apar t .  I f  
the rod of  the divine anger ever res t  upon a col lect ive  
body,  i t  mu s t  b e  i n  t he  p re s en t  s t a t e  o f  t h ing s ;  and  
the Scr ipture g ives us many examples in which this  has 
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happened .  I t  ha s  p re se r ved  an  account ,  e i the r  in  the  
way of history or prophecy, of the downfall of nearly al l  
the chief empires, kingdoms, and cities of antiquity; and  
t h a t ,  no t  a s  a  me re  ch ron i c l e  o f  t he  even t ,  bu t  a s  a  
g reat moral lesson to the world. It careful ly informs us,  
tha t  s in  was  the  cause  o f  the i r  r u in .  I t  does  not  leave  
us to gather this truth by any labor ious and doubtful in- 
ference, but proclaims that the wars and sieges, the blood- 
shed and miser ies, which ended in their dissolution, are  
to be regarded by every succeeding age as a fearful expo- 
sit ion of the evil  nature of s in, wr itten by the f inger of  
God  upon  the  t ab l e t  o f  the  e a r th ’s  h i s to r y.  V i s i t ,  i n  
imag inat ion, my countr ymen, the spots  where many of  
these cities once stood, and you shall see nothing but the  
gen ius  o f  de so la t ion s t a lk ing  l ike  a  spec t re  ac ros s  the  
p la in,  l i f t ing i t s  eye to heaven,  and excla iming,  amidst  
the  s i l ence tha t  re igns  a round,  ‘The k ingdom and the  
nat ion that wil l  not serve thee,  shal l  utter ly per i sh.’ As  
you s tand in other  p laces  amids t  the moulder ing f rag- 
ments  of  depar ted g randeur,  does  not  ever y breeze,  a s  
i t  s ighs through the ruins ,  seem to say,  as  a  voice from  
the  s epu lchre  ‘See,  the re fo re,  and  know tha t  i t  i s  an  
evil and a bitter thing to sin against the Lord.’

How exac t l y  were  God’s  th rea ten ing s  accompl i shed  
upon the Jews,  a l though they were hi s  chosen people,  
and  the  seed  o f  Abraham h i s  f r i end .  Near ly  e igh teen  
centur ies has the wrath of God blazed upon the moun- 
t a i n s  o f  Ju d e a ,  a s  a  b e a con  a g a i n s t  i n i qu i t y ;  wh i l e  
the tr ibes that once reposed in honour and peace in her  
fruit ful  val leys ,  are scattered through al l  lands as  l iving  
witnes ses  to the t ruth of  reve la t ion,  and l iv ing monu- 
ment s  o f  the  t e r ro r s  o f  d iv ine  ju s t i ce.  And  have  no t  
the threatenings uttered by the Son of God to John, in 
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h i s  s ec luded  i s l e,  aga in s t  the  s even  churche s  in  As i a ,  
been al l  executed with an exactness that robs every sin- 
ner of his last hope of impunity. Those lamps are all gone  
out ,  the candles t ick i s  removed out  of  i t s  p lace ;  those  
c i t ie s  themselves ,  some of  them, are abandoned to the  
foxes and the owls; the Koran is substituted for the Gos- 
pel; the Sun of Righteousness has set upon those scenes  
of  apostol ic labour,  and in i t s  s tead the crescent of  the  
Arab i an  impos to r  shed s  i t s  pa l e  d i s a s t rou s  l i gh t .  Te l l  
me i f  Br i ta in does not deserve the most severe of their  
dest inies ,  i f  a f ter beholding them go down success ively  
to  the  dus t  under  the  power  o f  in iqui ty,  she  t ake  not  
the war ning,  and by shunning the cause of  thei r  r uin,  
avert her own.

5 .  C a n  we  l o o k  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  
countr y  wi thout  enter ta in ing the  most  se r ious  appre- 
hens ions ?  I t  i s  no  f a l s e  a l a r m tha t  i s  now sounded in  
our ear s ;  a l l  par t ies  ag ree that we are in a most cr i t ical  
s i tuation, from which nothing can extr icate us but such  
an inter ference of  providence,  a s  we know not how to  
descr ibe or to expect .  A trade reduced a lmost  to s tag- 
nation, a bankrupt list augmenting continually, a declin- 
ing credit ,  a  load of nat ional  debt,  and taxat ion a lmost  
overwhelming, yet insuff icient to meet the exigencies of  
the state, an exhausted exchequer, and an administration  
at a loss how to replenish it, the rapid removal of Br itish  
capita l  to be invested in foreign secur it ies ,  hundreds of  
thousands  o f  our  l abour ing  popu la t ion  on ly  ha l f  em- 
p loyed,  and consequent ly  reduced to  the g rea te s t  d i s- 
tress ,  a  res t les s  f act ion taking advantage of  the sor rows  
of  the poor to inf lame their  resentment ,  and to di rect  
the i r  pa s s ions  aga in s t  the  Gover nment ,  tha t  populous  
d i s t r i c t  reach ing  f rom the  Mer sey  to  the  Tweed,  in  a 
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state border ing upon insur rection, the Government mak- 
ing encroachments upon our l iber ty,  to defend us from  
anarchy,  the d iv i s ion of  opinion that  ex i s t s  both a s  to  
the polit ical  and f inancial  measures which are necessary  
for our safety, and, to f inish the whole, the expected de- 
par ture of that venerable monarch, who, in his  amiable  
character  preser ved a  centre  of  union for  the countr y,  
and who,  though long hidden f rom our v iew, has  sent  
f rom hi s  deep and a f fec t ing  sec lu s ion ,  in  the  remem- 
brance of  hi s  vir tues ,  a  p las t ic  inf luence,  which insen- 
s i b l y  m o u l d e d  o u t  h e a r t s  t o  l oya l t y.  W i t h  s u c h  a  
picture before our eye (and it is not too deeply shaded),  
the s toutes t  hear t  may t remble,  and ever y one tur n an  
anxious look to the unknown but lowering future.

I I .  Bu t  i t  i s  t ime  to  s e ek  a  s ou rce  o f  con so l a t i on ,  
and to enquire  i f  there  are  not  some g rounds  to  hope  
that the Lord will yet ar ise and have mercy upon Br itain.  
Thank  God ,  the re  a re  many  b r i gh t  s peck s  a long  the  
dark hor izon to encourage our hopes that the clouds will  
yet be dispersed, and that we shall be preserved from the  
ga ther ing  s to r m.  So  f a r  a s  s econdar y  cau se s  a re  con- 
cerned, I repose too much conf idence in the good sense,  
l oya l t y,  p a t r i o t i s m  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  p e o p l e ,  e ve r  t o  
imag ine that  they wi l l  suf fer  their  invaluable const i tu- 
t ion to be violent ly over thrown by anarchy on the one  
hand, or g radually undermined by tyranny on the other.  
I cher ish a hope, that should the peace of the world con- 
tinue, and especially our internal tranquillity be restored,  
our  commerc ia l  and f inanc ia l  d i f f i cu l t i e s  wi l l  be  sur- 
mounted ,  and  the  t i de  o f  ou r  p ro spe r i t y  ag a in  f l ow.  
But  our  expec ta t ion mus t  be  f rom God,  a f te r  a l l .  We  
must not trust in an arm of f lesh, but in the living God,  
‘who delighteth in mercy, and does not wil l ingly af f l ict 
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the  chi ldren of  men.’ There  a re  many rea sons  why we  
should balance our fear s  with our hopes,  f rom which I  
select the following.

1.  The  l ong  s e r i e s  o f  d e l ive r ance s  wh i ch  God  h a s  
wrought  for  th i s  countr y.  We have,  indeed,  ever  been  
the nur s l ing of  hi s  Providence:  the records of  our hi s- 
tory are replete with instances of divine interposition on  
our behalf .  In addition to our early emancipation, f ir st ,  
f rom the yoke of  idola t r y and a f terwards  f rom the do- 
minion of Popery, what deliverances from each have we  
subsequent ly  exper ienced !  From the  Refor mat ion t i l l  
the Revolut ion cease le s s  e f for t s  were made to rob the  
country of i t s  most valuable pr ivi leges,  by civi l  tyranny  
on the one hand,  and ecc le s i a s t ica l  usur pat ion on the  
other. It has become almost obsolete now to talk of the  
Spani sh Ar mada.  and the gunpowder p lot ,  but  nei ther  
those deep laid schemes against  the Protestant rel ig ion,  
nor  the  equa l ly  mal ignant  des igns  o f  the  Stuar t  Kings  
against our civil freedom, should be suffered to sink into  
obl ivion. We deserve a l l  the ter ror s which these events  
produced in the minds of our ancestor s, i f  we suffer the  
memor y  o f  t hem to  pe r i sh .  Le t  u s  o f t en  go  back  to  
th a t  i l l u s t r i ou s  e r a ,  when  our  merc i fu l  God  re s cued  
Br itain from the slavery to which her infatuated monarch  
was conducting her, and having banished him as an out- 
cast  from the country, gave us in l ieu of him that i l lus- 
tr ious Pr ince, who ascended the vacant throne, as  with  
the Bill of Rights in one hand and the Act of Toleration  
i n  t h e  o t h e r .  T h e  r e b e l l i o n s  o f  1715  a n d  1745,  i n  
f avour of  the Pretender,  are a l so se ldom thought of  by  
us, but they made our foref ather s tremble for the safety  
of all that was dear to them.

To come to our own times, who can forget the alarms 
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we have pas sed through s ince the French Revolut ion?  
Never had this country, since the per iod of the Conquest,  
such a struggle for her existence as an independent king- 
dom. An enemy arose whose power at one t ime seemed  
almost as boundless as his ambition, while both together  
were d i rec t ing the i r  ut ter most  e f for t s  aga ins t  us .  L ike  
Haman, who accounted a l l  h i s  honour s  but  a s  nothing  
whi le  Mordeca i  was  not  humbled ,  he  regarded a l l  h i s  
conques t s  wi th di s sa t i s f ac t ion whi le  England was  f ree.  
In  sub juga t ing  the  re s t  o f  Europe,  he  seemed to  have  
no o ther  ob jec t  than  to  conver t  i t  in to  one  immense  
magazine, from which to collect the mater ials of our ruin.  
We saw hi s  prog res s  wi th d i smay,  and a s  he  broke the  
power of one state after another, beheld the evil approach- 
ing nearer  and nearer  to  our  own coas t s .  Del iverance,  
however, at  length ar r ived, and in a way that showed it  
t o  be  en t i re l y  o f  God .  ‘He  gave  snow l i ke  woo l ,  he  
scat tered the hoar f ros t  l ike a shes ,  he cas t  for th hi s  ice  
l i ke  mor se l s ;  who can  s t and  be fo re  h i s  co ld ? ’ He  l e t  
loose upon our antagonis t  a l l  the ter ror s  and forces  of  
win te r ;  he  made  the  e l ement s  our  a l l i e s ,  and  poured  
upon  h im  the  h a i l  a nd  t he  s now wh i ch  ‘ h e  h ad  re - 
se r ved aga in s t  the  t ime o f  t rouble,  aga in s t  the  day  o f  
b a t t l e  a n d  wa r .’ I t  wa s  n o t  b y  h u m a n  m i g h t  n o r  
power so much as  by the agency of  the Lord,  that  the  
pr ide of France was humbled, and our own del iverance  
e f f ec t ed .  ‘ I t  wa s  the  Lord ’s  do ing ,  and  i s  mar ve l lou s  
in  our  eye s .’ At  l eng th ,  however,  the  mighty  foe  was  
completely subdued by the instrumentality of that king- 
dom which he had so often threatened to annihilate, and  
he  was  encaged on the  rock o f  S t  Helena ,  and le f t  to  
be the prey of his  own ref lections, l ike Prometheus be- 
neath the beak of the vulture. 
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Now although we cannot peremptor i ly conclude from  
what God has done that he will continue to do the same,  
especia l ly as  we so l i t t le deserve i t ,  yet may we imitate  
the  conduc t  o f  the  P sa lmi s t ,  and  in  the  mids t  o f  our  
s t r a i t s  ‘ remember  the  yea r s  o f  the  r i gh t  hand  o f  the  
Mo s t  H i gh .’ I n s t a n c e s  o f  p a s t  d e l ive r an c e  i l l u s t r a t e  
the power and mercy of  Jehovah,  and encourage us  to  
t r u s t  in  both .  How of ten  were  the  I s r ae l i t e s  d i rec ted  
to s trengthen their  conf idence in the Lord,  by looking  
back upon all the way in which he had led them through  
the wi lder nes s ;  and to prove by f re sh ac t s  o f  a f f i ance,  
th a t  h i s  a r m wa s  no t  sho r t ened ,  no r  h i s  e a r  become  
heavy.  The f i r s t  duty we owe to God upon receiving a  
f avour,  i s  to be g rateful ;  the next ,  to deduce f rom i t  a  
mot ive to  t r us t  h im for  the future.  The p ious  sugges- 
t ion of  an I s rae l i t i sh female,  may probably be appl ied,  
wi thout  pre sumpt ion ,  to  our  ca se  a s  a  na t ion :  ‘ I f  the  
Lord were pleased to kill us, he would not have received  
a  bur nt  o f fe r ing  a t  our  hands ,  ne i ther  would  he  have  
showed us all these things.’

2 .  The  numbe r  o f  t r ue  Chr i s t i an s  i n  t he  l and  i s  a  
p l e a s i n g  a n d  s t r o n g  g ro u n d  o f  h o p e .  A m i d s t  t h e  
a bound ing s  o f  i n i qu i t y,  t h ank  God ,  we  d i s cove r  no  
sma l l  deg ree  o f  genu ine  p i e ty.  P robably  the re  i s  no t  
upon  the  su r f a ce  o f  the  g lobe  a  spo t ,  where,  w i th in  
the  s ame l imi t s ,  so  many  a re  to  be  found whom ‘ the  
g race that br ingeth salvation hath taught to live soberly,  
r igh teous ly,  and  god ly  in  th i s  p re sen t  ev i l  wor ld .’ By  
re f e r r i ng  to  the  Sc r i p tu re s ,  we  l e a r n  th i s  impor t an t  
s en t imen t ,  t h a t  God  o f t en  con f e r s  f avou r s  upon  the  
gu i l t y  f o r  t h e  s a ke  o f  t h e  r i gh t eou s .  I n  s ome  c a s e s  
d iv ine judgements  would have been a l together  aver ted  
f rom a  p eop l e ,  h ad  t h e re  b e en  among s t  t h em bu t  a 
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sma l l  number  o f  the  f r i end s  o f  God .  He  wou ld  have  
spared Sodom for the sake of ten r ighteous, and said in  
a f ter  ages  to Jeremiah,  ‘Run ye to and fro through the  
s t reet s  o f  Jerusa lem, and see  now, and know, and seek  
in  the  b road  p l a ce s  the reo f ,  i f  ye  c an  f ind  a  man ,  i f  
there be any that executeth judgement, that seeketh the  
t r u th ,  and  I  w i l l  p a rdon  i t .’ Some t ime s  God ’s  wr a th  
has  been defer red for  the sake of  the r ighteous .  There  
wa s  to  be  peace  in  Hezek i ah ’s  day s ,  though  d read fu l  
t i m e s  we re  t o  f o l l ow.  Jo s i a h  wa s  p ro m i s e d  t h a t  h e  
should go down to the g rave in tranquil l i ty, and not see  
t h e  ev i l  wh i ch  wa s  t h en  t o  come  upon  Jud e a .  The  
vengeance of  the Most  High i s  not  unfrequent ly  mit i- 
gated, and shor tened in i t s  durat ion, on account of the  
god ly.  ‘ Fo r  the  e l e c t ’s  s ake,’ s a i d  Chr i s t ,  i n  a l l ud ing  
t o  t i m e s  o f  g r e a t  t r i bu l a t i o n ,  ‘ t h o s e  d ay s  s h a l l  b e  
s ho r t ened .’ In  one  c a s e  we  f i nd  a  coun t r y  de l ive red  
from the hor ror s of invasion, and the dread of impend- 
ing subjugation, out of respect to a saint that had been  
de ad  a lmo s t  t h ree  c en tu r i e s .  ‘ Fo r  I  w i l l  d e f end  th i s  
c i t y  t o  s ave  i t ,’ s a i d  J e h ova h ,  w h e n  Je r u s a l e m  wa s  
th rea t ened  by  the  As sy r i an  a r my under  Sennacher ib,  
‘ for  mine own sake,  and for  my se r vant  David ’s  s ake.’  
Temporal  f avour s have been confer red on some per sons  
out  of  pure regard to the holy indiv idua l s  with whom  
t h ey  we re  connec t ed .  L ab an  wa s  p ro s p e red  b e c au s e  
Ja cob  wa s  i n  h i s  s e r v i c e ,  ‘ a nd  t h e  Lo rd  b l e s s ed  t h e  
E g y p t i a n ’s  h o u s e  f o r  J o s e p h ’s  s a k e .’ A n d  i n  h ow  
many instances have spir i tual  bless ings been retained in  
cities, towns, and vil lages, on account of those who had  
su f f i c i en t  p ie ty  to  va lue  and  en joy  them.  When Pau l  
wou ld  have  depa r t ed  f rom Cor in th ,  he  wa s  de t a ined  
there  by  a  reve la t ion f rom God to  th i s  e f fec t ,  ‘ I  have 
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much  peop l e  i n  th i s  c i t y.’ The s e  a re  i n s t ance s  su f f i - 
c i en t  to  e s t ab l i sh  the  t r u th  o f  the  gene r a l  p r inc ip l e,  
tha t  the  wicked  a re  o f t en  ble s s ed  fo r  the  s ake  o f  the  
r i gh t eou s ,  a nd  t o  wa r r an t  a  b e l i e f  t h a t  i f  we  cou l d  
s c r u t i n i s e  t he  s e c re t s  o f  t he  d iv ine  gove r nmen t ,  we  
s hou ld  b e  a s t on i s h ed  t o  d i s cove r  wha t  an  ex t en s ive  
in f luence  the  f r i ends  o f  heaven have  pos se s sed  in  the  
ar rangements of providence and the destinies of nations.  
Nor i s  i t  d i f f i cu l t  to  a s s ign the  rea sons  on which th i s  
procedure is founded. Is it not a public testimony borne  
by  Jehovah of  h i s  love  for  h i s  people  and h i s  approb- 
a t i on  o f  t he i r  p r i nc ip l e s ?  No th ing  i s  more  common  
amongst  men than to confer  a  f avour upon a  s t ranger,  
o r  an  enemy,  on  account  o f  a  f r i end ;  nor  do  we fee l  
any  t h ing  t o  be  a  s t ronge r  t oken  o f  re s p e c t ,  t h an  a  
k indne s s  shown to  ano the r  on  our  a ccoun t .  On th i s  
pr inciple does the Lord act in reference to the r ighteous;  
they are the children of his adoption, and the f avour ites  
of his hear t,  at whose request,  and on whose behalf ,  he  
wi l l  somet imes  be s tow h i s  f avour s  upon o the r s .  I t  i s  
thus  a l so  tha t  he  honour s  prayer.  ‘ I  sought  for  a  man  
among  them,’ s a i d  he  t o  Ezek i e l ,  ‘ t h a t  s hou ld  make  
up  the  hedge  and s t and  in  the  gap  be fore  me for  the  
l a n d ,  t h a t  I  s h o u l d  n o t  d e s t roy  i t .’ T h e  r i g h t e o u s  
answer the descr ipt ion which i s  here  g iven,  and come  
up  to  the  requ i s i t ion  o f  the  Lord .  They  s t and  in  the  
gap, through which his judgements are coming in upon  
the  l and,  and sur round the i r  countr y  wi th  a  hedge of  
p r aye r s .  They  t a ke  t h e  pub l i c  c a l am i t i e s  w i t h  t h em  
into the c loset  of  pr ivate  devot ion,  and make them in  
the seasons of holy seclusion the matter of their fervent  
s upp l i c a t i on  a t  t h e  t h rone  o f  g r a c e ;  a nd  a s  many  a  
r iver which car r ies  fer t i l i ty and wealth through a land, 
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is to be traced to a spr ing bubbling up in the concealed  
re ce s s e s  o f  some  th i ck  embower ing  wood ,  o r  i n  the  
hidden c le f t  of  some over shadowing rock,  so are many  
of  the s treams of nat ional  bless ings to be found i s suing  
f rom the ret i rement where the Chr i s t ian wrest les  with  
h i s  God .  The  Sc r ip tu re  a s su re s  u s  tha t  ‘ the  e f f ec tua l  
f e r ve n t  p r aye r  o f  a  r i g h t e o u s  m a n  ava i l e t h  mu c h .’  
There  s eems  to  be  a  ve r y  s t rong  be l i e f  in  the  mind s  
o f  men  in  gene r a l ,  t h a t  t he  s a in t s  h ave  ‘ power  w i th  
God’,  and considerable interest  in the cour t of heaven.  
Hence when the wicked are in circumstances of distress,  
and especia l ly when death stares them in the f ace, they  
a re  mos t  anx iou s  to  en joy  the  p r aye r s  o f  t he  god l y ;  
Pharaoh entreated for those of Moses, and Simon Magus  
for  the intercess ion of  Peter.  A good bi shop once told  
a monarch, who was complaining of an individual  who  
had f a l len into dis f avour for his  p la in deal ing,  ‘ that  he  
had  not  a  be t te r  sub jec t  in  h i s  domin ions ,  s ince  tha t  
man could have what he wished of God for asking.’

The r ighteous have g reat  inf luence on the dest iny of  
a nation, by opposing and restr icting that iniquity which  
br ings  the  judgement s  o f  God upon the  l and.  As  i t  i s  
the sin of a people which lays them open to wrath, they  
that would keep off  vengeance must keep out s in. Who  
a re  the  peop l e  tha t  h inde r  s i n  mos t ?  The  r i gh t eou s .  
They reprove it by their testimony, they discountenance  
i t  by thei r  example,  they repres s  i t  by thei r  author i ty.  
Every holy man is  an impediment to the univer sa l  pre- 
valence of iniquity. As the t ide of depravity approaches  
him, car rying desolation along with it ,  he in effect says  
to  i t ,  ‘ thus  f a r  sha l t  thou go and no f a r ther,  and here  
sha l l  thy  proud waves  be  s t ayed .’ And,  in  add i t ion  to  
per sona l  hol ines s ,  he ava i l s  h imse l f  o f  ever y scr iptura l 
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and rational means for the suppression of vice and er ror.  
And while the r ighteous,  by doing every thing to sup- 
p re s s  in iqu i ty,  a re  l e s s en ing  the  c au se s  o f  the  d iv ine  
displeasure against a land, they at the same time increase  
the object s ,  and s t rengthen the g rounds  of  h i s  regard,  
by  the  p ropaga t ion  o f  t r ue  re l i g ion .  V i t a l  god l ine s s ,  
l ike  ever y  o ther  l iv ing  th ing ,  conta in s  a  p r inc ip le  o f  
d i s s emina t ion ,  and  i t s  pos se s sor  never  more  per fec t ly  
exhibi t s  or  enjoys  i t s  inf luence than when actuated by  
the  ph i l an th rop i c  de s i re  o f  ex t end ing  i t s  bene f i t s  to  
o ther s .  A  zea lous  concer n  fo r  the  g lo r y  o f  God,  and  
the bes t  interes t s  o f  h i s  fe l low-creatures ,  prompts  him  
to avail  himself of every suitable oppor tunity to enlarge  
the dominion and increase the subjects of true rel ig ion.  
By this means he multiplies in the nation those who are  
the f r iends  and f avour i tes  of  God,  and goes  on ra i s ing  
u p  o t h e r s  a ro u n d  h i m  w h o s e  p r a i s e s  a n d  p i e t y  a r e  
cont inua l ly  a scending in  c louds  o f  incense  to  heaven,  
and returning again upon the land ‘in showers of blessings.’

There  i s  ye t  another  rea son why the  r ighteous  have  
such inf luence in br ing ing down f avour s  upon other s ,  
and that is ,  to keep up an analogy between the order of  
p rov idence  and the  doct r ine  o f  g race.  I t  i s  the  pecu- 
l iar  and ident i fy ing pr incip le  of  the economy of  g race  
to  confer  benef i t s  upon the gui l ty  for  the  sake of  the  
r ighteous .  Has  not  God ‘made Chr i s t  to be s in for  us ,  
who knew no sin, that we might be made the r ighteous- 
ne s s  o f  God in  h im? By the  r ighteousnes s  o f  one  the  
f ree  g i f t  came upon a l l  men unto jus t i f i ca t ion of  l i fe.  
For as by one man’s disobedience many were made s in- 
ner s ,  so  by  the  obedience  o f  one sha l l  many be  made  
r i gh teous .’ What  i s  the  s a l va t ion  o f  the  s inner,  upon 
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the  go spe l  p l an ,  bu t  be s towing  e te r na l  l i f e  upon  the  
ungodly for  the sake of  him who was  a l together  holy?  
What unbounded glory and honour wil l  i t  confer upon  
our crucif ied, r isen, and ascended Lord, when the saints  
sha l l  be seen at  the las t  day cas t ing their  crowns at  hi s  
feet, acknowledg ing with transpor ts of g ratitude, that it  
wa s  f o r  h i s  s a ke  t h ey  we re  a l l  b e s t owe d .  I s  i t  n o t  
then  a  s t r i k ing  ana logy,  tha t  a s  s p i r i tu a l  and  e t e r na l  
benefits are confer red upon sinners for the sake of Chr ist,  
so the saints are honoured in the ar rangements of Divine  
providence, to have temporal benef its bestowed for their  
sake upon the wor ld .  With thi s  v iew of  the impor tant  
and benef ic ia l  inf luence di f fused by the sa ints  over the  
in tere s t s  o f  the  countr ie s  in  which they dwel l ,  and a t  
the same t ime remember ing how g reat  i s  their  number  
in  th i s  l and ,  I  cannot  but  indu lge  a  p lea s ing  hope  in  
t h e  D iv i ne  me rcy,  t h a t  we  s h a l l  ye t  b e  s p a red  f rom  
those  ca lamit ie s  which exi s t ing c i rcumstances  and the  
public apprehension might otherwise lead us to expect.

3. The g reat moral change which God is employing us  
to effect in the world, is another g round of hope. Work  
done for God seldom goes unrewarded. ‘He is not unr igh- 
teous to forget  our work and labour of  love.’ In a l lud- 
ing to the act  of  Phinehas  in s laying Zimr i  and Cosbi ,  
we  f ind  h im us ing  the  fo l lowing  l anguage :  ‘Ph ineha s  
hath turned away my wrath from the chi ldren of Israel ,  
whi le  he  was  zea lous  for  my sake  among them,  tha t  I  
consumed them not .’ We are  a l so  in for med tha t  upon  
Joshua’s  zea l  in the detect ion and execut ion of  Achan,  
‘ t h e  Lo rd  t u r n ed  f rom  t h e  f i e r c en e s s  o f  h i s  a n g e r.’  
There is but l i tt le doubt that Josiah’s piety in reforming  
relig ion and destroying idolatry, wherewith the land was  
so genera l ly  over spread,  had cons iderable  in f luence in 
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keeping off  the judgements of the Lord dur ing his  l i fe.  
The Scr ipture  has  gone even fur ther  than th i s ,  by in- 
f o r m ing  u s  t h a t  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  a  he a then  p r i n ce,  i n  
executing the judgements of the Lord upon his enemies,  
a l though he was  actuated by no other  mot ive than hi s  
own ambit ion,  did not  pas s  unobserved or unrewarded  
b y  t h e  A l m i g h t y.  ‘ S o n  o f  m a n ,  N e b u c h a d n e z z a r ,  
k ing of  Babylon,  caused hi s  ar my to serve a  g reat  ser- 
v i c e  a g a i n s t  Ty r u s ;  eve r y  h e ad  wa s  made  b a l d ,  a nd  
every shoulder was peeled; yet had he no wages, nor his  
army for Tyrus, for the service that he served against it .  
Therefore thus sa i th the Lord God, behold,  I  wi l l  g ive  
the land of Egypt unto Nebuchadnezzar,  king of Baby- 
lon, and he shall take her multitudes, and take her spoil,  
and take her prey, and it shall be wages for his army, be- 
cause they wrought for  me sa i th the Lord.’ Publ ic  act s  
of zeal then for God’s glory and service, rendered to him  
in the way of accomplishing his  purposes ,  appear to be  
pecu l i a r l y  a ccep t ab l e  in  the  s i gh t  o f  God ,  and  o f t en  
b r ing  down h i s  b l e s s ing  no t  on ly  on  tho se  by  whom  
they are perfor med, but a l so on other s  connected with  
them.  The  wicked  a re  somet imes  spa red  to  a s s i s t  the  
r ighteous  in  car r y ing on th i s  work,  a s  the  Gibeoni te s  
were reserved to be hewers of wood and drawers of water,  
for  the use of  the cong regat ion.  That  par t  of  the apo- 
calyptic visions is often realised, in which the ear th was  
s e en  to  he lp  the  woman .  Many  who  a re  to t a l l y  de s - 
titute of real relig ion may render essential service to the  
g reat  work of  propagat ing i t  in the world.  Se ldom has  
a  more  wicked man appeared  than Henr y  the  Eighth ,  
ye t  he  was  the  in s t r ument  o f  the  re for mat ion.  Cyrus ,  
a heathen, let  go the captives of the Lord, to bui ld the  
ci ty and the temple.  Dar ius,  Ar taxerxes,  and Ahasuerus 
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countenanced  and  suppor t ed  Dan ie l ,  Nehemiah ,  and  
Mordecai, in their pious and zealous efforts.

England has  long been an a sy lum to which,  f rom a l l  
lands, the feet of the oppressed have directed their course  
for protection, and to which the implor ing eye of misery  
h a s  b een  t u r ned  f rom a lmo s t  eve r y  s c ene  o f  human  
wretchednes s .  But  she  i s  not  on ly  the  benef ac t re s s  o f  
the nations, she sustains a st i l l  higher, more sacred, and  
more  impor t an t  cha r ac te r,  fo r  she  i s  the i r  evange l i s t  
a l so.  When Jehovah placed her  upon her  rocky seat  in  
the middle of the ocean, and sent commerce to pour its  
t re a su re s  in to  he r  l ap,  and  pe r mi t t ed  he r  to  t ake  the  
East  and the West for a possess ion, and made her to be  
feared through a l l  the ear th,  and gave the ar t s  and the  
s c i ence s  to  be  her  a t t endant s ,  and  re l ig ious  and  c iv i l  
l iber ty to be the chi ldren of her adoption, and put the  
Bible  in to  her  hand,  i t  was  wi th  th i s  mos t  impres s ive  
admoni t ion ,  ‘For  th i s  c au se  have  I  r a i s ed  thee  up  to  
be a  l ight  to l ighten the Gent i les ,  and to be my sa lva- 
t ion to the ends of the ear th.’ In some measure f a i thful  
to her ca l l ing,  she i s  a t  thi s  moment bear ing the torch  
of truth, kindled at the fountain of celestial illumination,  
in to ‘ the dark p laces  o f  the ear th ’ :  sending hera lds  o f  
me rc y  t o  ‘ t h e  h ab i t a t i on s  o f  c r u e l t y ’ ;  r e nd i ng  ‘ t h e  
veil of the cover ing cast over al l  nations’, and prepar ing  
fo r  the  f ami sh ing  t r ibe s  o f  the  ea r th  ‘ the  f ea s t  o f  f a t  
t h ing s  i n  the  moun t a in  o f  t he  Lo rd .’ By  he r  Sunday  
schools she is enlightening the minds and reforming the  
manne r s  o f  t h e  l owe r  c l a s s e s  a t  home ;  by  he r  B ib l e  
societ ies  she i s  a iding the same benevolent des ign,  and  
at the same time awakening the s lumber ing churches of  
Europe,  and sending the precious  Word of  God to the  
very ends of the ear th; and by her missionary institutions 
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s h e  i s  t u r n i n g  t h e  h e a t h e n  n a t i o n s  ‘ f r o m  d u m b  
ido l s  to  se r ve  the  l iv ing  and the  t r ue  God.’ The suc- 
ces s fu l  e f for t s  made a t  the  present  moment  by Br i t i sh  
Chr ist ians of every evangelical denomination, to diffuse  
the l ight of Chr istianity over the f ace of the globe, f ind  
no paral le l  in the history of our rel ig ion, s ince i t s  f i r s t  
a g e s .  No r  a re  t h e s e  op e r a t i on s  a t  a l l  s u s p e n d ed  o r  
d imini shed by the d i f f icu l t ie s  o f  the t imes .  The funds  
o f  the d i f ferent  re l ig ious  soc ie t ie s  were never  g rea ter.  
In  th i s  sea son of  our  depres s ion,  when the  winds  and  
the waves seem no longer as formerly almost exclusively  
emp loyed  to  b r ing  u s  wea l th ;  when  our  f l ee t s  a re  in  
the docks ,  ins tead of  t ranspor t ing our manuf actures  to  
ever y  fore ign por t ;  when the  mur mur of  d i s t re s s  suc- 
ceeds to the busy hum of activity; when the weaver s i ts  
down to look with desponding eye upon the loom, in  
which the  shut t l e  u sed  to  f ly  to  the  note s  o f  h i s  joy ;  
now, i s  our country shar ing with idolater s ,  the income  
of her pover ty, and employing her diminished resources  
to  extend the  in f luence and the  benef i t s  o f  her  f a i th .  
The missionary spir it  is  the guardian angel, the tutelary  
genius  o f  our  na t ion,  and preser ves  a  mos t  ausp ic ious  
token,  to  which the  p ious  tur n  a  hope fu l  eye ;  and a s  
t h ey  v i ew  i t ,  ‘ t h a n k  G o d ,  a n d  t a ke  c o u r a g e .’ N o t  
tha t  the se  e f for t s  p re fe r  any  c l a ims  upon God,  in  the  
way of  mer i t ,  but  they seem to inter pret  hi s  d i spensa- 
tions, and disclose his designs.

I  s h a l l  now enumer a t e  t he  du t i e s  i n cumben t  upon  
us ,  which are  to  be  deduced f rom th i s  sub jec t ,  a s  ap- 
propriate to our situation.

1.  Let  us  devout ly  acknowledge both the source and  
the  ju s t i ce  o f  our  ca l ami t ie s .  I t  i s  t r ue,  tha t  in  ever y  
case of calamity which admits of the operation of second 
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causes, it is our duty to look at these with a scrutinising  
eye, s ince the or ig in of the evi l s  that af f l ict  us i s  often  
to be found in the s ins which disg race us,  and the very  
remova l  o f  ou r  d i s t re s s e s  depend s ,  unde r  God ,  upon  
ou r s e l ve s .  ‘An  a t t emp t  t o  d eve l op  t h e  more  h i dden  
causes which inf luence the dest iny of nations, i s  an ex- 
ercise of the mental powers more noble than almost any  
o the r,  ina smuch  a s  i t  embrace s  the  wide s t  f i e ld ,  and  
g r a s p s  a  ch a i n  who s e  l i nk s  a re  t h e  mo s t  nume rou s ,  
comp l i c a t ed ,  and  sub t l e.’ Bu t  when  we  have  a r r ived  
at these, let us by no means suppose that this supersedes  
the necess i ty of acknowledg ing the inter posit ion of the  
Supreme Gover nor ;  for,  admi t t ing  tha t  the  ca l ami t ie s  
o f  a  n a t i on  a re  t h e  n a tu r a l  con s equence s  o f  c e r t a i n  
movement s  in  the  body  po l i t i c,  e f f ec t s  which  fo l low  
causes in the way of established connexion, yet st i l l  the  
que s t ion  may  be  a sked ,  were  no t  the  o r ig ina l  move- 
men t s ,  t he  p r ima r y  c au s e s  t hemse l ve s ,  appo in t ed  by  
God, in order that we should feel the consequences and  
e f fec t s  which fo l low? Whether  i t  be  the  long s t a te  o f  
war f a re  in  which  we were  engaged ,  o r  the  t r an s i t ion  
from war to peace, or the excess of machinery, or certain  
f inancia l  ar rangements ,  or a l l  these together,  that  have  
produced our present di s t res s ,  in the way of  secondary  
causes, let us not forget to look up to that great Being by  
whom al l  infer ior and dependent causes are ar ranged to  
accompl i sh  h i s  pur poses  e i ther  o f  mercy or  o f  venge- 
a n c e .  H i s  ro d  i s  n o t  t h e  l e s s  t o  b e  a c k n ow l e d g e d ,  
because our own fol l ies sometimes furnish its  mater ials .  
The re  i s  no th i ng  he  more  obv iou s l y  i n t end s  by  h i s  
judgements ,  than to produce a  deep impres s ion of  h i s  
own  dom in i on .  L e t  u s  t h en  t a ke  c a re  no t  t o  b r i n g  
upon  our s e l ve s  the  woe  wh ich  i s  denounced  aga in s t 
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those ‘who regard not the work of  the Lord,  nor con- 
s i de r  the  ope r a t i on  o f  h i s  h and s .’ Le t  u s ,  when  su r - 
veying, feeling and deplor ing the distresses of the times,  
not omit to rea l i se in these things the chastening hand  
o f  the  Lord.  And whi le  we do th i s ,  l e t  u s  confe s s  the  
ju s t i ce  o f  h i s  dea l ing s .  Le t  u s  cons ider  our  g rea t  and  
man i fo l d  t r an sg re s s i on s  a g a in s t  h im .  ‘Thou ,  f o r  ou r  
s i n s ,  a r t  j u s t l y  d i s p l e a s ed ’ ,  i s  t he  l anguage  tha t  be s t  
suits us.

2 .  We should lear n f rom thi s  subject  to for m a r ight  
e s t ima te  o f  the  power fu l  in f luence  exe r t ed  by  mora l  
cause s  over  the  des t iny  and prosper i ty  o f  na t ions .  We  
have already considered the order of the divine govern- 
ment, in bestowing favours upon some occasions, for the  
sake of  the r ighteous ;  but ,  in addi t ion to thi s ,  r ighte- 
ou sne s s  i t s e l f  ha s  a  na tu r a l  t endency  to  p romote  the  
in tere s t s  o f  a  na t ion.  In  the theor ie s  and specula t ions  
which are always afloat as to the causes of the prosper ity  
or decl ine of  empires ,  f ar  too l i t t le  account i s  made of  
those of  a  mora l  k ind.  For ms of  gover nment,  codes  of  
laws, systems of jur isprudence, the state of the ar ts  and  
sciences, commercial, f inancial, and political regulations,  
have each their own appropr iate operation; but there is  
another  source  o f  in f luence,  l e s s  obvious ,  though not  
le s s  powerfu l  than these,  and upon which they a l l  de- 
pend  fo r  much  o f  the i r  e f f i c acy,  I  mean  the  s t a t e  o f  
Chr istian vir tue. The wisest institutions of human policy  
can do but l i t t le for a people amongst whom is wanting  
that degree of pr inciple which is necessary to secure for  
them a r ight  direct ion and a proper resul t .  The preva- 
lence of vice, in a country blessed in other respects with  
ever y advantage for  be ing g rea t  and happy,  i s  l ike  the  
cor ros ion o f  an  inward cancer  upon one o f  the  f ines t 
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human forms, placed in a healthy situation, and possess- 
i ng  a l l  t he  sou rce s  o f  wea l th  and  g re a tne s s ;  i n  s p i t e  
o f  eve r y  e x t e r n a l  a d va n t a g e ,  a n d  w h i l e  t h e  h e c t i c  
spreads  i t s  decept ive lovel ines s  upon the countenance,  
the pr inciples of decay are in continual  operat ion. The  
prevalence of sin impair s the interests of a nation in in- 
numerable ways;  i t  c irculates  disease in the l i fe ’s  blood  
of  the s tate through every par t  of  the system, from the  
crown of the head to the sole of the foot. It  diminishes  
the revenue on one hand or misapplies it upon the other ;  
i t  wither s  the genius ,  enervates  the s t rength,  para lyses  
the industry, and dissipates the wealth of the population;  
it destroys mutual conf idence, removes the only guaran- 
tees  for  the r ight  d i rect ion of  the publ ic  energ ies  and  
the public institutions; in shor t, it extinguishes al l those  
pr inciples of honesty, justice, truth, sobr iety, and subor- 
dination, which are the germs of national prosper ity, and  
encourages the g rowth of a class  of feel ings which shed  
poisonous influences around them.

A countr y where Chr i s t i an pr inc ip le  i s  a t  a  low ebb  
c anno t  be  a  h appy  na t ion ,  and  c anno t ,  f o r  any  long  
ser ies  of  year s ,  be a g reat  one. Had the Roman empire  
pos ses sed even the par t ia l  and defect ive v i r tues  of  the  
Repub l i c ,  i t  wou l d  h ave  re s i s t e d  t h e  a t t a ck s  o f  t h e  
nor thern barbar ians,  whose successive hosts would have  
been defeated by the old Roman valour and patr iotism,  
a s  Pyr rhus ,  Hanniba l ,  and  the  Gau l s  had  been be fore  
them.  Ins t ances  f rom moder n h i s tor y  might  be  c i ted ,  
in  which ,  when the  mos t  ausp ic ious  event s  pre sented  
t hemse l ve s  t o  bene f i t  a  peop l e,  t hey  h ad  no t  v i r t ue  
su f f i c ient  to  secure  a  happy re su l t ,  but  conver ted  the  
very means that would have blessed them into a source  
of the heaviest curses. 
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An Engl i sh pre la te,  in  a  work which does  honour to  
the human intel lect, has most clearly proved the natural  
tendency of nat ional  vir tue not only to prosper i ty,  but  
t o  p owe r .  ‘ C o u l d  we ,’ *  h e  o b s e r ve s ,  ‘ s u p p o s e  a  
k ingdom or society of  men upon the ear th univer sa l ly  
vir tuous for a long succession of ages, i t  i s  easy to con- 
ceive what would be its internal situation, and what the  
general  inf luence which such a community would have  
in the world by way of example, and the reverence that  
wou ld  be  pa id  i t .  I t  wou ld  p l a in ly  be  super io r  to  a l l  
o t h e r s ,  a nd  t h e  n a t i on s  mu s t  g r adua l l y  come  unde r  
i t s  domin ion ;  no t  by  mean s  o f  l aw le s s  v io l ence,  bu t  
par t ly by what would be al lowed to be a just  conquest ,  
and  pa r t l y  by  o the r  k ingdoms  submi t t ing  themse lve s  
vo luntar i ly  to  i t ,  and seek ing i t s  protec t ion one a f te r  
another in successive exigencies.’

In s tead ,  there fore,  o f  hav ing our  a t tent ion absorbed  
in the contemplat ion of the pol i t ica l  causes of nat ional  
prosper i ty and adver s i ty,  let  us look with more intense  
regard to those of a moral and spir i tual  kind. Let every  
f r iend of  h i s  countr y,  according to the measure of  h i s  
ab i l i t y,  and  in  the  mos t  d i rec t  l i ne  o f  h i s  i n f l uence,  
labour to consolidate the strength of our empire by the  
powerful cement of relig ious pr inciple. Amidst improve- 
ments  in ag r icul ture and commerce,  in ar t s  and manu- 
f actures ,  in jur i sprudence and f inance,  le t  us  recol lect  
th a t  w i thou t  an  inc re a s e  o f  t r ue  s c r ip tu r a l  re c t i tude  
t h e re  i s  no th ing  s o l i d ,  no th ing  l a s t i ng .  Wha t soeve r  
may  increa se,  i f  a t  the  s ame t ime in f ide l i ty  and  i r re- 
l i g i on  i nc re a s e  w i th  i t ,  i t  i s  bu t  t he  expan s ion  o f  a  
bubble,  which,  the more i t  i s  in f l a ted,  approaches  the  
more rapidly to the moment of its dissolution.

*	 Vide Butler’s Analogy, Part I, Chap. 3.
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3.  Pe r s o n a l  r e p e n t a n c e  a n d  r e f o r m a t i o n  a r e  e m i - 
n e n t l y  a p p ro p r i a t e  t o  t h e  p re s e n t  s e a s o n .  We  h ave  
s een  tha t  i t  i s  s in ,  under  the  in f luence  o f  which  the  
interests  of a nation wither and die, l ike a tree that has  
been  smi t t en  wi th  the  b l a s t  o f  heaven .  There  can  be  
l i t t l e  hope  fo r  u s  i n  t he  me rcy  o f  God ,  excep t  ‘ t he  
wicked  for s ake  h i s  way,  and  the  unr igh teous  man h i s  
thought s ;  and we for s ake  ever y  one  h i s  ev i l  way,  and  
the violence that i s  in his hands, and cry mighti ly unto  
him, and who then can te l l  but that God wil l  tur n and  
repen t ,  and  t u r n  away  h i s  f i e rc e  ange r  f rom u s .’ A s  
national wickedness is made up of the sins of individuals,  
let  i t  be lessened by individual  penitence and refor ma- 
t i on .  Le t  e a ch  one  o f  u s ,  f o r  h imse l f ,  s ay,  ‘ I n  wha t  
way  am I  con t r ibu t ing  to  the  genera l  s tock  o f  gu i l t ?  
What  i s  there  in  my conduct  tha t  tends  to  make God  
a n g r y  w i t h  t h e  c oun t r y ?  Whe re i n  do  I  a c cumu l a t e  
divine vengeance upon the land?’ Let us not merge our  
indiv idua l i ty  in  the throng.  I t  i s  most  va in and hypo- 
cr i t ica l  to lament the general  depravity,  while our own  
par ticular transg ressions escape our notice. Such general  
lamentat ions are too of ten resor ted to as  an easy com- 
pos i t ion  fo r  the  severe r  du ty  o f  pe r sona l  repentance.  
Who is there l iving in habits of drunkenness, of profane  
swear ing, of Sabbath-breaking, of uncleanness,  of f a lse- 
hood,  o f  neg lec t ing  the  g rea t  s a lva t ion ;  the se  a re  the  
per sons who, while they are br ing ing upon the land, as  
i t  we re,  ‘ h a i l s t one s  and  coa l s  o f  f i re ’ ,  ‘ a re  k ind l i ng  
fo r  themse lve s  a  f i re  wh ich  sha l l  bu r n  to  the  lowes t  
he l l .’ Let  them cons ider  the i r  awfu l  s i tua t ion,  ha s ten- 
ing from sinning to dying, from death to judgement, from  
judgement to the bottomless  pi t ,  and then from age to  
age of torment without end or mit igat ion. What i s  any 
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pol i t ica l  a l tera t ion,  any par l i amentar y re for m, to such  
per sons ,  or  to  any of  us ,  compared with that  sp i r i tua l  
change which is absolutely necessary to, and inseparably  
connec t ed  w i th  e t e r na l  s a l va t ion .  O,  i f  on l y  a  sma l l  
portion of the time and feeling that is g iven to questions  
which  in  a  f ew yea r s  mus t  cea se  to  in te re s t  u s ,  were  
d evo t ed  t o  t ho s e  ma t t e r s  o f  eve r l a s t i n g  impo r t an c e  
which a  mi l l ion ages  hence wi l l  be  a s  dear  to  us  a s  a t  
this moment, it  would be f ar happier both for our selves  
and for  our  countr y.  By a l l  the  va lue of  the immor ta l  
soul ,  and a l l  the  dread impor tance of  e ter ni ty ;  by the  
joy s  o f  heaven on the  one  hand,  and the  tor ment s  o f  
perd i t ion on the other ;  by a l l  tha t  i s  r apturous  in  the  
smi le  of  God,  and a l l  tha t  i s  tor ment ing in hi s  f rown,  
I  ent rea t  you,  my bre thren,  to  concentra te  your  chie f  
de s i re s  and  mos t  v igorous  pur su i t s  on  tha t  change  o f  
hear t and conduct, which is  necessary to the possess ion  
o f  e te r na l  l i f e.  In  add i t ion to  the  g rea te r  impor tance  
of per sonal and spir itual reform, over every other kind,  
i t  has  thi s  advantage,  that  i t  i s  more within our reach.  
Our e f for t s  to  re for m other s  may be unsucces s fu l ;  we  
cannot command their judgements, nor turn their hear ts;  
but  by the he lp  o f  God,  no s incere  and fer vent  e f for t  
sha l l  be in vain,  which i s  directed to the improvement  
o f  our  own charac ter,  and the  a t t a inment  o f  our  own  
s a l va t i on .  In  th i s  s en s e  l e t  e a ch  one  s e ek  to  re fo r m  
one,  and  thus  whi l e  p romot ing  those  in te re s t s  which  
shal l  f lour ish when the ear th and al l  the countr ies  that  
are therein shal l  be burnt up,  we shal l  most  ef fectual ly  
advance  the  pre sent  we l f a re  o f  the  l and,  and we sha l l  
open to  our se lves  one re fuge to  which we may repa i r  
under  ever y  per sona l ,  domes t i c,  or  na t iona l  ca l ami ty, 
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and  wh ich  w i l l  no t  f a i l  u s  a t  l a s t  amid s t  ‘ t he  wreck  
of matter, and the crash of worlds.’

4 .  I m p o r t u n a t e  p r aye r  f o r  t h e  d iv i n e  f avo u r  w i l l  
commend it se l f  to a l l  but atheist s ,  as  peculiar ly season- 
able  in  the  pre sent  junc ture  o f  our  a f f a i r s .  I f  God be  
the ru ler  o f  the nat ions ,  le t  h im have the honour due  
unto his  name. Without neglect ing a s ingle means that  
human wi sdom can  dev i s e  fo r  l e s s en ing  the  d i f f i cu l - 
t ie s  which exi s t ,  l e t  us  repa i r  s incere ly,  and fer vent ly,  
and  gene r a l l y  to  the  source  o f  i l l umina t ion ,  and  the  
founta in of  g race.  Amids t  the innumerable  expedient s  
which one and another  i s  sugges t ing,  le t  a  mini s ter  of  
the  t r ue  God propose,  tha t  whatever  e l se  be  adopted,  
t h e  du t y  o f  p r aye r  s hou l d  b e  p e r f o r med  w i t h  f re s h  
a rdour.  Have  we  any  r i gh t ,  o r  any  rea son ,  to  expec t  
the  d iv ine  ble s s ing ,  except  i t  be  so l i c i t ed .  Le t  some- 
thing by al l  par t ies be spared from invective, something  
f rom accusat ion,  something from discuss ion,  and g iven  
to prayer.  I t  may be af f i rmed that those who rai l  most ,  
p r ay  the  l e a s t .  I f  any  p r aye r s  p reva i l  i t  w i l l  be  tho se  
o f  the  r igh teous .  Le t  them,  there fore,  d i l i gent ly  em- 
p loy  themse lve s  in  th i s  ho ly  exerc i se.  How g rea t  wi l l  
be thei r  joy should thei r  suppl ica t ions  succeed,  and i f  
not,  they wil l  have the comfor t to ref lect that they did  
a l l  that  was  in  thei r  power to aver t  the judgements  of  
the  Almighty,  so  tha t  in  e i ther  ca se  the i r  prayer s  wi l l  
b r i ng  p e a c e  t o  t h e i r  own  bo soms .  E s p e c i a l l y  l e t  u s  
p ray  for  those  who a re  a t  the  he lm of  a f f a i r s ,  tha t  in  
t h i s  t ime  o f  s t o r m and  pe r i l  t hey  may  have  w i sdom  
g iven them to s teer  the nat iona l  bark into s t i l l  water,  
and br ing her safely to an anchor, without casting over- 
board any of  those precious  r ights  and pr iv i leges  with 
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which she i s  so r ich ly  f re ighted.  Let  us  intercede that  
they may be permitted to adopt no measure which shal l  
exasperate where we should char i tably hope i t  i s  their  
intent ion to heal .  And i f  there are any who have l i t t le  
conf idence in the exi s t ing admini s t ra t ion,  there i s  the  
more need for them to pray to God, whose wisdom can  
con found  the  m igh t i e s t ,  a s  i t  c an  a s s i s t  t he  weake s t  
minds.*

5.  L e t  u s  e xe rc i s e  a  s c r i p t u r a l  a n d  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
submission to the just author ities and laws of the realm.  
‘ T h e r e  i s ,  i n  my  a p p r e h e n s i o n ,’ s a y s  M r  H a l l ,  ‘ a  
respect due to civil governors, on account of their off ice,  
which we are not permitted to violate, even when we are  
under  the  neces s i ty  o f  bl aming the i r  measure s .  When  
the apos t le  Paul  was  bet rayed into an intemperate  ex- 
pre s s ion of  anger  aga ins t  the  Jewi sh h igh pr ie s t ,  f rom  
an  i gno r ance  o f  t he  s t a t i on  he  occup i ed ,  he  wa s  no  
sooner informed of this than he apolog ised, and quoted  
a  precept  o f  the  Mosa ic  l aw,  which s ay s ,  “Thou sha l t  
not revi le the Gods, nor cur se the ruler of thy people.”  
I n  a g re emen t  w i t h  wh i ch  t h e  New  Te s t amen t  s ub - 
joins to the duty of fear ing God, that of honour ing the  
k ing ,  and f requent ly  and emphat ica l ly  incu lca te s  sub- 
mission to civi l  ruler s,  not so much from a fear of their  
power  a s  f rom a  re spec t  fo r  the i r  o f f i c e.  Apa r t  f rom  
the per sonal  character s  of  ruler s ,  which are f luctuat ing  
and var iable, you wil l  f ind the Apost les continual ly en-

*	 A  p u b l i c  p r a y e r  m e e t i n g ,  i n  w h i c h  s e v e n  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  u n i t e ,  
i s  h e l d  o n c e  a  m o n t h  i n  B i r m i n g h a m ,  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  o f  t h e  n a t i o n .  
I n s t e a d  o f  a n  a dd r e s s ,  wh i ch  i t  wou l d  b e  d i f f i c u l t  s o  t o  f r ame  a s  t o  
a vo id  a l l  c au s e  o f  o f f ence ,  e a ch  m in i s t e r  r e ad s  a  po r t i on  o f  S c r i p tu r e  
before he prays.
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join a respect to government,  as  government,  as  a  per- 
manent ordinance of God, susceptible of var ious modi- 
f ications from human wisdom, but essential, under some  
form or other,  to the existence of society. The wisdom  
o f  re s t i ng  t he  du t y  o f  s ubmi s s i on  on  th i s  g round  i s  
obv iou s .  The  po s s e s s i on  o f  o f f i c e  f o r ms  a  p l a in  and  
pa lpable di s t inct ion,  l i able  to no object ion or di spute.  
Per sona l  mer i t s ,  on the contrar y,  a re  ea s i ly  contes ted,  
so that i f  the obl igat ion of obedience were founded on  
the se,  i t  would  have  no k ind o f  force,  nor  re t a in  any  
sor t of hold on the conscience; the bonds of social order  
might be dis solved by an epig ram or a song. The more  
l ibera l  sent iments  of  respect  for  ins t i tut ions  being de- 
stroyed, nothing would remain to ensure tranquill ity but  
the ser vi le  fear  of  men.  In the absence of  those sent i- 
ments ,  a s  the mi ldes t  exer t ions  o f  author i ty  would be  
fe l t  an in jur y,  author i ty  would soon cease  to be mi ld ;  
and pr inces would have no alternative but that of govern- 
ing thei r  subject s  wi th the severe jea lousy of  a  mas ter  
over s laves  impat ient  of  revol t :  so nar row i s  the boun- 
dary which separates a licentious freedom from a ferocious  
tyranny.  We sha l l  do wel l  to  guard aga ins t  any sy s tem  
which would withdraw the duties we owe to our ruler s  
and to society,  from the jur isdict ion of conscience. Let  
the general duty of submission to civi l  author ity, there- 
fore,  be eng raven on our hear ts ,  wrought into the very  
habi t  of  our mind,  and made a  par t  of  our e lementar y  
mora l i ty.’ Not  tha t  f rom any th ing  here  s a id ,  I  would  
res tr ict  the const i tut ional  r ight of  the people f reely to  
d i s cu s s  the  mea su re s  o f  Gove r nmen t .  ‘The  p r iv i l ege  
o f  c en su r ing  the s e  w i th  decency  and  mode r a t ion ,  i s  
e s sent ia l  to a  f ree const i tut ion;  a  pr iv i lege which can, 
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never  lo se  i t s  va lue  in  the  eyes  o f  the  publ ic  t i l l  i t  i s  
l i c en t i ou s l y  a bu s ed .  The  t empe r a t e  e xe rc i s e  o f  t h i s  
pr iv i lege i s  a  most  useful  res t ra int  on those er ror s  and  
exces se s ,  to  which the  pos se s s ion o f  power  suppl ie s  a  
temptat ion.  The f ree expres s ion of  the publ ic  voice i s  
capable of overawing those who have nothing besides to  
apprehend,  and the t r ibuna l  o f  publ ic  opin ion i s  one,  
who s e  d e c i s i on s  i t  i s  no t  e a s y  f o r  men  i n  t h e  mo s t  
elevated stat ions to despise. While, therefore, we main- 
t a in  the  pr iv i l ege  wi th  jea lous  ca re,  l e t  u s  be  equa l ly  
careful not to abuse it.’

6 .  We shou ld  be  zea lou s l y  a c t ive  in  the  suppor t  o f  
ever y  proper  measure  for  d i s seminat ing the pr inc ip le s  
o f  d i v i n e  t r u t h .  I f  t h e  f o u l  s p i r i t  o f  i n f i d e l i t y  b e  
abroad, let  the fr iends of revelat ion fol low her through  
a l l  h e r  d a r k  and  w ind ing  way s ,  oppo s i ng  ene r gy  t o  
energy,  and  cont r ivance  to  cont r ivance.  Her  e lement  
i s  darknes s ,  her  food i s  in iqui ty.  Le t  u s  endeavour  by  
ever y poss ible means to pour a  blaze of  scr ipture l ight  
upon the  l and,  and re for m the v ice s  which ex i s t ,  and  
she will then retire like the wild beast of the forest from  
the  l i gh t  o f  heaven ,  to  s t a r ve  and  pe r i sh  in  he r  den .  
Let those who profess to believe in the truth of Chr isti- 
ani ty,  and especia l ly  such as  make a  s t r ic ter  profes s ion  
than others be more careful than ever to exhibit in their  
conduct the pur ity, the benevolence, the meekness,  and  
humi l i t y  o f  the  gospe l .  Le t  eve r y  one  embody in  h i s  
own character the internal evidence of Chr istianity, and  
prove that  i t  i s  f rom heaven,  by showing that  i t  makes  
h im heavenly.  The subl imi ty,  pur i ty,  and benevolence  
of  i t s  moral i ty have ever been considered as  the super- 
scr ipt ion of  dei ty  upon the gospel ;  le t  these be drawn  
ou t  in  l iv ing  cha r ac t e r s  i n  ou r  t emper  and  conduc t . 
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Inf idelity is generated in the cor ruptions of inconsistent  
Chr i s t i an s ,  and  f ed  f rom the  s ame source.*  Who can  
wonder at  i t s  la te prevalence in France,  when the only  
v iew of  Chr i s t i ani ty  which was  there exhibi ted to the  
wor ld ,  wa s  in  the  fo r m o f  l y ing  Je su i t s ,  l a zy  monks ,  
haughty eccles ias t ics ,  and a populat ion who thought to  
atone for every vice by a few prayer s in a language they  
did not understand, or a few acts of obeisance to a g ilded  
or a  painted image!  We need not be sur pr i sed that  the  
sarcasms of Voltaire should have been employed against  
t h e  New Te s t amen t  when  t h i s  wa s  a l l  h e  s aw  o f  i t s  
inf luence. A cor rupt rel ig ion is  the parent of inf idel i ty,  
and  i t  i s  no  mar ve l  i f  such  a  daughte r  r i s e  up  to  the  
des t ruct ion of  such a  mother ;  or  that  in her  mad fur y  
she direct her effor ts against the holy being, whose name  
the hypocr ite had bor rowed and bel ied. Inf idels  f ind i t  
much eas ier  to a t tack Chr i s t i ani ty  through the incon- 
s i s tencies  of  i t s  professed bel iever s ,  than to make their  
a dvance s  d i re c t  a g a i n s t  i t s e l f .  I t  i s  much  re ad i e r  t o  
sneer at  hypocr isy than to disprove the real i ty of mira- 
c l e s .  Th i s  i s  a s  un f a i r  a  me thod  o f  p roceed ing  a s  to  
impute to Br it i sh jur i sprudence the cr imes tr ied at  the  
Old Bai ley, or to the Br it i sh Consti tution the sedit ious  
pract ices  of  rebel s .  I t  i s  use les s ,  however,  to p lead the  
unfair ness of the proceeding, and the only way to meet  
it  i s  to determine, that as inf idels wil l  judge of Chr ist i-

*	 A  h o l y  a n d  v e n e r a b l e  f r i e n d  o f  m i n e  i n  t h e  N o r t h  b e i n g  i n  
L o n d o n ,  f e l t  h i s  c o m p a s s i o n  m o v e d  t o  c a l l  u p o n  C a r l i l e  b e f o r e  h i s  
t r i a l ,  t o  r e a s on  and  expo s t u l a t e  w i t h  h im ,  and  t o  d e l i v e r  t o  h im  t h e  
wa rn ing  vo i c e .  The  b l a s phemer  l i s t ened  w i th  c a lm  and  p a t i en t  a t t en - 
t ion  to  the  mes senger  o f  God,  and  on my f r i end ’ s  re t i r ing  s a id  to  h im,  
‘ S i r ,  i f  a l l  t h e  p r o f e s s e d  d i s c i p l e s  o f  J e s u s  w e r e  s u c h  C h r i s t i a n s  a s  
y o u ,  I  a n d  m y  p a r t y  s h o u l d  v e r y  p r o b a b l y  h a v e  t h o u g h t  d i f f e r e n t l y  
of Christianity.’
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anity by the conduct of  i t s  professor s ,  they shal l  see in  
t h em a  f a i r ,  a nd  f u l l ,  a nd  f a i t h f u l  e xh i b i t i on  o f  i t s  
in f luence.  Le t  u s  go  on  wi th  the  mora l  educa t ion  o f  
the  ch i ld ren  o f  the  l abour ing  c l a s se s .  I  s ay  the  mora l  
education, for depend upon it we mistake if we suppose  
i t  i s  enough mere ly  to  teach them to  read  and wr i te.  
There is nothing in such a system to operate as with the  
power of a ta l i sman, in the transformation of character.  
I n  add i t i on  to  th i s ,  i t  i s  p r i nc ip l e,  p r inc ip l e  t h a t  i s  
wanted.  Let  a l l  our  Sunday school s  become what  they  
ought to be, what it was or ig inally intended they should  
be, and what many of them are, a scene of moral cult i- 
vation, where the vast wilderness of mind which is found  
in  the  lower  c l a s se s  sha l l  be  broken up,  and by  be ing  
sown with r ight pr inciples ,  shal l  become as  the garden  
of  the Lord,  and y ie ld  in  r ich abundance the f r u i t s  o f  
r i gh t eou sne s s ,  p e a ce,  and  o rde r.  I f  we  mere l y  t e a ch  
them to read and wr ite, we only plough and har row the  
soi l ,  and then leave i t  for  the enemy to sow with tares  
o r  r a i s e  upon  i t  a  c rop  o f  po i sonous  weed s .  Le t  ou r  
Sunday school teacher s labour to the uttermost to pro- 
duce devout impression, to implant relig ious conviction,  
t o  f o r m  th e  ch a r a c t e r  t o  h ab i t s  o f  p i e t y,  o rd e r  and  
l oya l t y.  And  l e t  t h e  re s pec t ab l e ,  and  we l l  educ a t ed ,  
and senior  par t s  o f  the community,  come forward and  
l end  a  he lp ing  hand  to  th i s  g rea t  work .  We have  the  
n ex t  g ene r a t i on  o f  t h e  l a bou r i ng  popu l a t i on  a t  t h e  
present moment under our care, in the form of children  
and  in  the  cha rac te r  o f  pup i l s ,  and  i f  we  l e t  s l i p  the  
oppor tuni ty,  we sha l l  deser ve indeed to suf fer  for  our  
fol ly.  Let us be doubly zealous in the circulat ion of the  
Ho l y  S c r i p t u re s .  The  wo rd  o f  God  i s  a  mo r a l  s un ,  
whose f lood of  radiance poured upon those lower and 
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baser  f l ames ,  pre sumptuous ly  k ind led by a  spark  f rom  
the bottomless pit  to outshine his splendour and supply  
h i s  p l ace,  wi l l  u l t ima te ly  ex t ingu i sh  them a l l .  Thank  
God for such an inst i tution as the Bible Society, which  
was  never  more neces sar y nor more seasonable than at  
t h e  p re s en t  d ay,  a nd  wh i ch  i s  e n c i r c l i n g  t h e  mo r a l  
in te re s t s  o f  the  poor  wi th  a  ba r r ie r  more  unsca leable  
t o  the  enemie s  o f  reve l a t i on ,  th an  the  g re a t  wa l l  o f  
Ch ina  i s  to  the  wander ing  Tar t a r s  o f  the  de se r t .  Le t  
this  mighty defence be kept up with unspar ing expense  
and labour,  and le t  ever y Chr i s t i an who has  a  sh i l l ing  
to g ive, feel himself put in requisition to assist the work.  
I  c an  ea s i l y  conce ive  wi th  wha t  r age  and  de spa i r  the  
gen iu s  o f  s cep t i c i sm mus t  look  up  a t  th i s  impa s s ab l e  
bar r ie r,  whi le  scowl ing a long i t s  ba se  she  ‘count s  the  
towers, and marks well the bulwarks thereof.’

Le t  u s  renew our  e f f o r t s  i n  the  c au s e  o f  Chr i s t i an  
m i s s i on s .  Su ch  e f f o r t s ,  wh i l e  t h ey  d e s t roy  i do l a t r y  
abroad,  and br ing down the bles s ing of  God upon our  
country, are perpetuating, by their success, the evidence  
of Chr ist ianity ar is ing from its prevalence. The rel ig ion  
o f  Je sus  i s  the  only  sy s tem of  theo logy tha t  ever  sup- 
planted another by the mere power of  per suas ion.  And  
th i s  i t  d id ;  i t  d i s so lved the co los sa l  ed i f ice  o f  anc ient  
ido la t r y  wi th the spe l l  o f  words ,  and l a id  pros t ra te  in  
the  dus t ,  by  the  mere  force  o f  t r u th ,  sy s tems  dear  to  
t he  t a s t e ,  t he  p re jud i c e s ,  and  the  p r i de  o f  m i l l i on s ;  
thus  proving that  the conver s ion of  the heathen world  
was the act of the same omnipotence which brought the  
ear th f rom chaos .  Now as  we employ the same means ,  
our  succes s ,  so  f a r  a s  i t  goes ,  i s  a  cont inuance of  th i s  
spec i e s  o f  p roo f .  Ever y  conver ted  Brahmin ,  Tah i t an ,  
and Hottentot,  i s  a  beam of evidence shining upon the 
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gospel, which has thus become the power of God to his  
sa lva t ion.  We may send the dei s t  to  the once pol luted  
g roves  of  Tahi t i ,  where canniba l i sm, murder,  and pro- 
miscuous fornicat ion were so lately committed without  
shame, and without remor se,  and af ter  he has  surveyed  
the change which Chr istianity has produced, bid him do  
so with his enchantments, if he can.

Be zea lous  then,  my count r ymen,  for  the  Lord  God  
of Hosts .  Grati tude, just ice, duty, a l l  demand it  of you;  
and if these are not suff icient, I plead one other motive,  
in tere s t  requi re s  i t .  When the  c l a ims  o f  the  Almighty  
are genera l ly,  devout ly,  pract ica l ly acknowledged,  then  
will the scales of our national destiny vacillate no longer,  
but sett le into quiescence, and preponderate on the side  
of  our sa lvat ion; then may Br ita in repose her hopes on  
the mercy of God, and cher ish the high expectation that  
she shal l  be preserved a g reat  and happy nat ion t i l l  she  
sink with honour in the conflagration of the universe.

Af ter  th i s  vo lume was  near ly  a l l  pr in ted the  Edi tor  became  
possessed of the second edition of this sermon, and was surpr ised  
to f ind that the Author, contrary, to his usual practice, had in part  
re-wr itten it. It became necessary, therefore, to repr int the whole  
except the f ir st  few pages, which contained only one additional  
paragraph. That occurs in the second page of the sermon, imme- 
diately after the sentence ending with ‘his  peculiar and inf inite  
regard’, and is in the following words:—

T h e s e  p i o u s  d i s p o s i t i o n s  s h o u l d  b e  c o n s t a n t l y  e xe rc i s e d  
in relat ion to our spir i tual  interests .  We should keep up a holy  
reve renc e  f o r  God ’s  ma j e s t y,  a nd  an  humbl e  d e l i gh t  i n  h i s  
mercy; a trembling dread of displeasure against sin, and a cheer- 
ful  hope of pardon through the mediat ion of Chr is t ;  a  sa lutar y  
fear lest we should f al l  into temptation, and a l ively conf idence  
in God’s  g race to de l iver  us  f rom i t ;  a  deep so l ic i tude le s t  we  
shou ld  come shor t  o f  e te r na l  g lor y,  a t t ended wi th  a  t r anqui l  
expectation that we shall  be ‘kept by the power of God through  
faith unto salvation.’
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Matthew 5:7

B l e s s e d  a r e  t h e  m e r c i f u l ,  f o r  t h e y  s h a l l  o b t a i n  
mercy.

The bea t i tudes  wi th  which our  Lord commences  h i s  
incomparable Ser mon on the Mount,  were intended to  
cor rect the er ror s which the Jews enter tained as to the  
nature of his  kingdom; and to exhibit  to the world the  
leading features  of  the re l ig ion which he came to pro- 
mulga te.  Mi s t ak ing  the  sp i r i t  o f  p rophecy,  and in te r- 
pret ing l i tera l ly  the imager y by which,  in the g lowing  
s ty le  o f  Or ienta l  compos i t ion,  the  wr i te r s  o f  the  Old  
Testament had descr ibed the per son, reign, and success  
of Messiah, the Jews expected a mighty general ,  who at  
the head of victor ious armies,  should break the Roman  
yoke f rom thei r  necks ,  and ra i se  the i r  na t ion into the  
proud pre-eminence of univer sal empire. If  such expec- 
ta t ions  had been wel l- founded,  i t  i s  ev ident  that  lo f ty  
ambition, martial courage, indignant contempt of others,  
unre lent ing  sever i ty,  and in sa t i able  re sentment  would  
have been the prominent vir tues of the disciple of Chr ist;  
and the followers of the Lamb would, with the exception  
of  their  name, have symbol i sed in ever ything with the  
adherents of the imper ial  eagle. The disposit ions which  
I  have  ju s t  enumera ted ,  fo r med ,  in  f ac t ,  the  popu l a r 
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character s of the age in which our Lord appeared, both  
amongs t  Jews  and  Gent i l e s .  And indeed  the  hero  ha s  
been  a  f a r  g re a t e r  f avou r i t e  t h an  the  s a i n t  w i th  the  
histor ian of every age and every country. The mild and  
pass ive vir tues have few admirer s ,  compared with those  
which appear  inves ted wi th  the  dazz l ing sp lendour  o f  
state policy, restless ambition, and military prowess.

Bu t  t he  k ingdom o f  Chr i s t  i s  no t  o f  t h i s  wor l d ;  a  
remark which wil l  s tr ict ly apply to his  subjects ;  and to  
de l inea t e  the i r  cha r ac t e r  a s  we l l  a s  to  de s c r ibe  the i r  
blessedness, was the design of the beautiful exordium of  
the discourse with which he opened his public ministry.  
And this  i s  the del ineat ion. Instead of  that  proud con- 
sciousness of super ior ity which both the Jews and Gen- 
t i le s ,  with di f ferent  views enter ta ined,  the di sc ip les  of  
Chr i s t  would be character i sed by a deep sense of  their  
wants and imperfections, and the most unfeigned humi- 
l i ty :  ‘B le s sed  a re  the  poor  in  sp i r i t .’ In s tead  o f  be ing  
gay, thoughtless and volati le, addicted to scenes of festi- 
vity and noisy mir th, they would be ser ious, thoughtful,  
and  pen i t en t :  ‘B l e s s ed  a re  they  tha t  mour n .’ In s t e ad  
o f  en t e r t a i n i ng  t h a t  h i gh  s en s e  o f  p e r s ona l  d i gn i t y,  
which is quick to receive offence, and hasty to resent it,  
t hey  wou ld  meek ly  bea r  in ju r i e s ,  and  r a the r  fo rg ive  
t h an  revenge  t h em :  ‘B l e s s e d  a re  t h e  meek .’ I n s t e a d  
of an insatiable thirst after conquest, they would ardently  
covet the victory over their  own lusts  and cor ruptions:  
‘B l e s s e d  a re  t h ey  wh i ch  do  hunge r  a nd  t h i r s t  a f t e r  
r ighteousnes s .’ Ins tead o f  de l ight ing in  the  hor ror s  o f  
war, in order to gather the ensanguined laurel from the  
f ield of battle, they would be inf initely better pleased to  
sympath i se  wi th  the  sor rows  o f  mankind ,  and  re l i eve  
t h em:  ‘B l e s s ed  a re  t h e  me rc i f u l .’ I n s t e ad  o f  s e ek ing 
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the i r  happ ine s s  in  luxur ious  o r  s en sua l  g r a t i f i c a t ion s  
t h ey  wou ld  f i nd  i t  i n  t h e  g rowth  o f  i nwa rd  pu r i t y :  
‘B l e s s ed  a re  the  pure  in  hea r t .’ In s t e ad  o f  foment ing  
and de l igh t ing  in  hos t i l i ty,  e i ther  domes t i c,  soc i a l  o r  
national ,  they would sacr i f ice everything but pr inciple,  
to restore concord where it has been unfor tunately lost,  
and  to  ma in ta in  i t  where  i t  i s  pos se s sed :  ‘B le s sed  a re  
t h e  p e a c e m a ke r s .’ I n s t e a d  o f  c ove t i n g  t h e  g a l e  o f  
popular applause, by sacr if icing their convictions to the  
sm i l e s  o f  the  wor ld ,  they  wou ld  endure  i t s  b i t t e re s t  
wrath rather than apostat i se from the f a i th;  and esteem  
themselves  more happy in secur ing the crown of  mar- 
tyrdom than a  high place in the ver ses  of  the poet ,  or  
t h e  d e c l a m a t i o n s  o f  t h e  o r a t o r :  ‘ B l e s s e d  a r e  t h ey  
which  a re  per secu ted  fo r  r igh teousne s s  s ake.’ Such  i s  
Chr is t ianity,  as  i t s  Author has descr ibed and blessed i t .  
Such is the model after which every Chr istian character  
ought  to  be  fo r med.  How f a r  shor t  o f  th i s  we  f a l l ,  I  
b l u sh  t o  t h ink .  I t  i s  h i gh  t ime  we  shou ld  re tu r n  t o  
f irst pr inciples, and begin, as for the first time, to enquire  
i n  wha t  t r ue  p r a c t i c a l  re l i g ion  re a l l y  con s i s t s .  F rom  
th i s  a s semblage of  holy  g races  I  se lec t  for  our  present  
cons idera t ion the most  use fu l  o f  them a l l .  My subject  
th i s  evening i s ,  Chr i s t i an  Mercy ;  in  the  d i scus s ion o f  
which,  I  sha l l  expla in  i t s  na ture,  d i rec t  to  i t s  object s ,  
enumera te  i t s  p roper t i e s ,  un fo ld  i t s  reward ,  and  urge  
its practice.

I .  I  s h a l l  e x p l a i n  t h e  n a t u re  o f  C h r i s t i a n  M e rc y.  
Mercy  may  be  de f ined  to  be  tha t  benevo len t  so r row  
which we feel at perceiving the suffer ings or approaching  
ca lamit ies  of  other s ,  connected with a des ire to rel ieve  
them. The object of mercy is simple misery, not accord- 
ing to some ethical wr iter s as the effect of guil t ,  but as 
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miser y,  wi thout  cons ider ing the cause  which has  pro- 
duced it.

1.  I  s a id  i t  i s  tha t  benevo lent  sor row which we fee l  
a t  perce iv ing the  su f fe r ings  or  approaching ca lami t ie s  
o f  other s .  Without  such a  compass ionate di spos i t ion a  
man cannot be merci fu l .  He may be l ibera l  in the di s- 
t r ibut ion of  hi s  weal th,  but thi s  may ar i se  f rom osten- 
tation, or may be an operation of self-r ighteousness. To  
the possession of the amiable and useful vir tue of which  
I am now treating, a tender sympathising hear t is  indis- 
pensably necessar y.  There must be a cord in the bosom  
vibrating to every note of woe, and where this exists in  
connec t i on  w i th  a  de s i re  t o  re l i eve,  t he re  i s  me rcy,  
though the means of  re l ie f  are not possessed.  One may  
be  de s t i tu te  o f  i t ,  whi le  l av i sh ing  thousands ;  another  
may pos se s s  i t  in  h igh  per fec t ion ,  and ye t  not  have  a  
f a r th ing to  bes tow.  I t  beg ins  in  sympathy,  a l though i t  
does not end there.  I t  i s  in the hear t  that  mercy erects  
her  throne;  i t  i s  thence she i s sues  her  commands ,  and  
d i spenses  her  f avour s :  the senses  and the member s  are  
he r  s e r van t s ;  t he  go ld  and  the  s i l ve r  a re  he r  mean s ;  
bu t  she  never  l e ave s  the  hea r t :  fo r  when she  ha s  l e f t  
that she has departed from the character.

2.  I  sa id that mercy i s  a lways connected with a desire  
to relieve misery, and that this desire will always prompt  
to vigorous exer t ion. Right disposi t ions wherever they  
prevai l  in the hear t ,  wi l l  a lways appear by their  appro- 
p r i a t e  e f f e c t s  i n  t h e  conduc t .  D r  Ha r t l ey  conc i s e l y  
def ines compass ion ‘ to be that  uneas iness  which a man  
f e e l s  a t  s i gh t  o f  t h e  m i s e r y  o f  ano the r ’ ,  and  me rcy,  
i f  not synonymous with compass ion,  i s  so near akin to  
i t ,  a s  t o  a d m i t  o f  a  ve r y  s i m i l a r  d e f i n i t i o n .  I f  t h e  
mi se r y  o f  ano ther  render s  u s  unea sy,  a  rega rd  to  our 
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own peace will make us either anxious to relieve it, or to  
avoid the sight of i t ;  the latter is  the case with the man  
who merely feels the sorrows of others, but has no genuine  
compass ion; the former i s  the conduct of  the merci ful .  
Mercy  i s  a  pa s s ion ,  but  i t  l e ad s  to  ac t ion .  I t  i s  not  a  
mere operation of sentimentalism, which sighs and weeps,  
yet  does  nothing more ;  l ike  tha t  o f  S ter ne,  which led  
h im  t o  s h ed  t e a r s  on  t h e  s u f f e r i n g s  o f  a n  e xp i r i n g  
animal, but permitted him to leave his own mother in a  
s ta te border ing on s tarvat ion.  I  fee l  for you, i s  a  com- 
mon rep ly  to  the  t a l e  o f  the  su f f e re r ;  but  un le s s  tha t  
feeling be so far excited as to grant relief , it is not com- 
pas s ion.  St  James by an admirable as socia t ion of  ideas ,  
has  to ld us  that  the wisdom which cometh f rom above  
i s  fu l l  o f  mercy and good f rui t s :  evident ly  teaching us  
tha t  th i s  tender  and intere s t ing g race  i s  never  seen in  
its r ight character, but when in a state of fructif ication.  
A n d  w h a t  a r e  i t s  f r u i t s ?  K i n d  wo r d s ?  B e n i g n a n t  
l o o k s ?  Te a r s  o f  p i t y ?  N o.  T h e s e  a r e  i t s  b l o s s o m s ,  
but substantia l  acts  of kindness are the fruits  which the  
hand of  mi ser y  i s  inv i ted to  p luck f rom th i s  heavenly  
p lant  for  i t s  own re l ie f .  We must  renounce our  c la ims  
to the character  on which the beat i tude of  the text  i s  
pronounced, unless there be a desire, and that desire be  
followed by vigorous exertion, to relieve the misery which  
ha s  exc i t ed  our  s ympa thy.  A  pe r son  o f  mi ld  and  be- 
nignant manner s, soft and compassionate language, who  
by this  f a ir  exter ior awakens the hope of the wretched,  
bu t  a f t e r  a l l  con f ine s  h i s  bounty  to  words  and  looks ,  
resembles the f ig tree, which the Saviour cursed, because  
it was covered with delusive foliage, yet was destitute of  
fruit to satisfy the hungry.

I I .  I  s h a l l  e nu m e r a t e  t h e  p ro p e r t i e s  o f  C h r i s t i a n  
mercy.
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1 .  I t  i s  s u p p o r t e d  a n d  d i r e c t e d  by  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  
o f  the  New Te s t amen t ,  and  no t  mere l y  by  the  fo rce  
o f  n a tu r a l  f e e l i ng .  I t  w i l l  b e  remembered  th a t  I  am  
now speak ing o f  Chr i s t i an  mercy,  or,  in  other  words ,  
o f  tha t  compas s ion  which  i s  repre sented  in  the  Word  
o f  God,  a s  the  work of  the  Div ine Spi r i t ,  which sup- 
poses the previous existence of the Chr ist ian character,  
and  which  i s  u rged  by  cons idera t ions  pecu l i a r  to  the  
gospel .  The renewed mind of a bel iever i s  represented,  
i n  t h e  f i g u r a t i ve  l a n g u a g e  o f  t h e  S c r i p t u re ,  a s  t h e  
ga rden  o f  the  Lord ;  and  a l l  the  ho ly  v i r tue s  o f  s anc- 
t i f ication as the fruits and f lowers which, by a heavenly  
a gency,  h ave  been  p l an t ed  i n  i t .  Be tween  the s e  and  
the  na tura l  v i r tue s  o f  the  unrenewed hear t  there  i s  a  
cons iderable resemblance,  as  there i s  between the wi ld  
p roduc t ion s  o f  na tu re  and  p l an t s  o f  the  s ame spec ie s  
w h e n  r e m ove d  t o  t h e  g a rd e n ,  a n d  p l a c e d  b e n e a t h  
c a re  a nd  s k i l l .  I  a dm i t  t h e re  i s  much  me rc y,  much  
a m i a b l e  c o m p a s s i o n ,  s h e d d i n g  t h e i r  f r a g r a n c e  a n d  
yielding their fruits in the wilderness of cor rupt nature;  
re f re sh ing the  wear y  by  the  for mer,  and by the  l a t te r  
sa t i s fy ing the wants  of  the hung ry.  We have sometimes  
the melancholy  spectac le  to  see  a  man whom a whole  
v i l l age or  a  town uni te s  to  ble s s ,  because  he has  been  
eyes to the bl ind, and feet  to the lame, and a f ather to  
t h e  poo r,  a nd  h a s  f e d  t h e  hung r y,  a nd  c l o t h ed  t h e  
n aked ,  and  hea l ed  the  s i ck ,  and  c au s ed  the  w idow’s  
hea r t  to  s ing  fo r  joy ;  to  see  such  a  man—because  he  
has  not erected his  mercy seat ,  l ike that  in the temple,  
upon the Rock of  God’s  choice—swept  away with the  
refuse of the ear th, and the wreck of nations that know  
not God. I pretend not to determine what effect natural  
love l ines s  o f  d i spos i t ion without  re l ig ion may have in 
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lessening the torments of hel l ,  but i f  there be any truth  
i n  t h e  S c r i p t u re ,  i t  w i l l  no t  e l eva t e  t o  t h e  j oy s  o f  
heaven .  A  de i s t ,  o r  an  a the i s t ,  may  be  o f  a  merc i fu l  
d i spos i t ion,  but  wi l l  th i s  save him? One fee l s  a  re luc- 
t ance  in  app ly ing  the  denunc i a to r y  pa r t s  o f  revea l ed  
truth to men, who, though they are apparently destitute  
of all real relig ion, possess everything else that can adorn  
humanity, and render them the blessing of their species;  
and yet when so many are perpetually told, and so readily  
be l ieve the a s ser t ion,  tha t  char i ty  i s  a  pa s spor t  to  the  
sk ies ,  i t  would be cruel  i f  those who know the rea l i ty  
and consequences of the delusion, were to be silent, and  
not to declare that the most amiable and diffusive bene- 
vo l ence,  i f  unaccompan i ed  by  the  e s s en t i a l s  o f  t r ue  
relig ion, will leave a man after all within the flood mark  
of divine vengeance, where he wil l  be swal lowed up by  
i t s  approach ing  t ide.  S t  Pau l  expre s s l y  dec l a re s  ‘ tha t  
though a  man g ive a l l  h i s  goods to feed the poor,  and  
h ave  n o t  c h a r i t y ’ ,  o r  ‘ l ove ’ ,  t h a t  i s ,  l ove  t o  G o d ,  
leading to a proper regard of our fel low-creatures, he is  
nothing. Many have deluded themselves on this  subject  
by the dreadful perversion of a passage of inspired truth,  
wh ich  u t t e r s  a  s en t iment  the  mos t  remote  f rom tha t  
w h i c h  i t  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  t o  p ro mu l g a t e .  ‘ C h a r i t y,’  
s ay  the se  pe r sons ,  ‘ sha l l  cover  the  mul t i tude  o f  s in s .’  
Now, by char ity, here, i s  meant love; and the sentiment  
conta ined in the expres s ion i s  nothing more than that  
love  wi l l  concea l  wi th  a  f r iend ly  cover ing ,  in s tead o f  
publishing to the world, a multitude of imperfections in  
t ho s e  we  reg a rd .  Th i s  i s  i t s  t r ue  mean ing .  Taken  in  
the acceptat ion of  the per sons who are weighing their  
a lms-deeds against  their  cr imes,  i t  would just i fy a l l  the  
vi le and hor r id hypocr isy of the darkest  age of popery, 
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when to bui ld a  church or  found a  monaster y was  de- 
c l a red  by  l y ing  p r i e s t s  to  the  wor n  ou t  murde re r  o r  
adulterer,  to be a suff icient expiat ion for al l  the cr imes  
o f  t he  mos t  impure  o r  b loody  l i f e ;  f o r  i f  l e s s e r  a c t s  
of benevolence wil l  cover lesser s ins,  there are no vices  
so f lag rant which may not he covered on this pr inciple,  
by an increase of munificence.

Let  i t  not  be sa id,  that  i t  i s  of  no consequence upon  
what pr inciple a merciful act is performed, provided the  
c ompa s s i on  i s  f e l t ,  a nd  t h e  re l i e f  c ommun i c a t e d .  I  
admit  that  in  re la t ion to the object  of  our  mercy,  and  
the interests  of  society with regard to him, this  remark  
i s  cor rec t .  In  re fe rence  to  these,  i t  i s  no mat ter  what  
wa s  the  mot ive  wh ich  d i c t a t ed  the  a c t ;  whe the r  the  
doer of i t  had the glory of God in view, or whether he  
was an inf ide l .  But our act ions sus ta in other re la t ions ,  
which  make  i t  o f  in f in i t e  and  e te r na l  moment  under  
what motives ,  and upon what pr inciples ,  they are per- 
for med.  The ques t ion i s ,  what  in f luence  our  conduct  
wi l l  have,  not  upon the  comfor t  o f  o ther s ,  bu t  upon  
our  own e te r na l  de s t iny ;  not  what  may  be  demanded  
by  our  f e l low-crea ture s ,  whose  mos t  penet ra t ing  d i s - 
c r imina t ion cannot  reach the  hear t ,  but  what  may be  
and is required by that Omniscient Being, to whom the  
ver y soul ,  with a l l  i t s  most  secret  contents ,  i s  an open  
and  l eg ib l e  page.  In  sho r t ,  the  que s t ion  i s  no t  wha t  
cons t i tu te s  wor ld ly  mora l i t y,  bu t  wha t  i s  e s s en t i a l  to  
pure evangelical religion.

We  g o  o n  t o  o b s e r ve ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  t r u e  C h r i s t i a n  
mercy, that which wil l  be accepted in the sight of God,  
and rece ive  h i s  smi le ;  tha t  which wi l l  ensure  h i s  g ra- 
c ious  and  unmer i ted  reward ,  and  which  wi l l  have  no  
slight connexion with our celestial happiness, is exercised 
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in  de s igned obed ience  to  God’s  command,  in  expre s s  
imitat ion of his  conduct,  and with an ear nest  des ire to  
p romote  h i s  g lo r y.  Thi s  i s  the  g round on which  i t  i s  
en jo ined :  ‘Be  ye  merc i fu l ,  a s  you r  Fa the r  who  i s  i n  
heaven i s  merc i fu l .’ Thi s  d i spos i t ion i s  cher i shed by a  
devout contemplat ion of that  mercy which shines f rom  
heaven upon the human race through the Cross  of  our  
Lord Jesus  Chr i s t .  With other  men,  mercy i s  mere ly  a  
fee l ing;  wi th the Chr i s t i an i t  i s  a  pr inc ip le.  By them,  
i t  i s  e xe rc i s e d  i n  g r a t i f i c a t i on  o f  t h e i r  i n c l i n a t i on ;  
by  h im,  a t  the  d ic ta te  o f  consc ience.  They th ink i t  i s  
kind for one needy creature to compass ionate another ;  
in  add i t ion to  the  force  o f  th i s  sent iment ,  he  a rgues ,  
that  i f  God has  so f ar  p i t ied him as  to del iver  hi s  soul  
from eternal misery, the least spark of gratitude must lead  
h im to re l ieve the wants  of  h i s  fe l low-creatures .  They  
go no higher than to g rat i fy their own propensit ies ;  he  
desires to honour God. They expect, by deeds of mercy,  
to mer i t  e ter na l  l i fe ;  but  he depends ,  amids t  the most  
profuse benevolence, upon the r ighteousness of Christ.

2 .  Chr i s t i an  mercy d i sp lays  tender nes s  o f  manner  in  
her  ac t s  o f  l ibera l i ty.  I t  i s  ak in  to  tha t  char i ty  which  
i s  k ind ,  and  re semble s  tha t  goodnes s  o f  our  heaven ly  
F a t h e r ,  w h i c h  ‘ g i ve s  t o  a l l  m e n  l i b e r a l l y,  a n d  u p - 
bra ideth not .’ There are  many ways  of  communicat ing  
relief to the wretched, but this lovely vir tue will choose  
that  which wi l l  leas t  oppress  the fee l ings  of  i t s  object .  
I t  w i l l  a c t  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  t ende r  s u r g eon ,  who,  i n  
hea l ing the  wounds  o f  h i s  pa t ient ,  wi l l  in f l i c t  no un- 
nece s s a r y  pa in .  A  rough  and  chur l i sh  man ,  wha teve r  
may be h i s  sk i l l ,  i s  unf i t  for  the  chamber  o f  pa in  and  
s ickness .  Mercy needs a quick, discerning eye, a gentle  
hand, a tender hear t ;  many of i t s  objects  must be deal t 
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w i t h  d e l i c a t e l y.  I t  i s  a  f em in ine  v i r t u e,  a nd  s hou l d  
par take of  the sof tnes s  and mi ldnes s  of  the sex.  There  
s hou l d  b e  no t h i n g  i n  ou r  manne r  u n n e c e s s a r i l y  t o  
wound the feel ings of those whose miser ies we wish to  
re l i eve ;  no upbra id ing  shou ld  accompany our  bene f i - 
cence;  what  we communicate  should not  appear  to be  
ex tor ted  f rom a  re luc tant  hand;  i t  shou ld  not  be  l ike  
the spark smitten from a f l int ;  nor l ike water squeezed  
f rom a  sponge;  but  i t  should drop l ike  ba lm upon the  
wounded spir i t  of  the suf ferer.  The smal les t  re l ie f  wi l l  
in every case be doubly sweet when adminis tered with  
kindness, while the most substantial benevolence, tossed  
in petulance to the miserable, may agg ravate the suffer- 
ing  which  i t  i s  i n t ended  to  mi t i g a t e.  L ike  h im,  who  
has lef t  us an example, that we should fol low his  s teps,  
we should be careful not ‘to break the bruised reed.’

3.  Chr ist ian mercy, to the g reatest  tenderness of feel- 
ing, adds the g reatest courage in action. There are some  
who would be thought to possess too much compassion  
to endure the s ight of  human woe. They f ly the scenes  
of wretchedness ,  and never venture down into the dark  
and gloomy abodes where misery dwells in al l  i ts  loath- 
some and repul s ive  for ms.  At  such s ight s ,  the i r  senses  
are offended, their  feel ings are shocked, their  comfor ts  
are inter rupted,  and they resolve to expose themselves  
no  more  to  the  t r i a l .  Bu t  t h i s  s i ck l y  s en s i b i l i t y  de - 
serves  no higher character  than se l f i shness  in di sgui se,  
or cowardice, varnished with the tear s of mock compas- 
s ion .  Wha t  wou ld  the  mi se r ab l e  do  i f  the re  were  no  
other  p i ty  than th i s  in  the wor ld ,  and no other  bene- 
f ac tor s  than these  to  be  found?  Many of  the  for ms o f  
human wre tchedne s s  a re  o f  the  mos t  d i s gu s t ing ,  and  
other s  o f  the  most  shocking nature ;  and ever y  per son 
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of feeling would, on every ground but the hope of com- 
munica t ing  re l ie f ,  pre ser ve  the  g rea te s t  d i s t ance  f rom  
t h e m .  B u t  m e rc y,  l i ke  t h e  p hy s i c i a n ,  c o n s u l t s  n o t  
her  p leasure,  but  the ca l l s  of  duty;  and bracing up her  
nerves, and for tifying herself with motives, and kindling  
al l  her courage, f l ies to the scene of want and suffer ing.  
Would you see this  vir tue in al l  i t s  sublimity and g ran- 
deur, go, not to the study of the sentimental i s t ,  where,  
weeping over the tale of unreal sor rows, in f ancied ten- 
derness of his hear t, he hides himself from all  the sights  
and sounds of  actua l  woe,  and whence he occas ional ly  
sends  abroad hi s  a lms ,  wi thout  dar ing to t r us t  h imse l f  
amidst the l iving forms of g r ief ;  but fol low the philan- 
thropist from his home, the resor t of plenty, luxury, and  
elegance, and trace him along the dir ty and nar row alley,  
where the poorest of the poor herd together, amidst want,  
and wretchedness ,  and vice ;  where there i s  ever ything  
to offend every sense, and some new shape of misery or  
spec t re  o f  want  c ro s se s  h i s  pa th  a t  eve r y  s t ep ;  where  
sounds which seem the wai l ings and blasphemies of the  
d amned ,  a t  eve r y  s t ep,  come  ac ro s s  h i s  e a r ;  s e e  th i s  
herald of mercy, trembling, yet pressing onward, through  
a l l  these hor ror s ,  to reach a hovel  in the centre of  this  
ear thly hel l ,  where, amidst f i l th, and want, and disease,  
l ie s  gasping a  human being,  to whom he i s  anxious  to  
convey  the  comfor t s  o f  one  wor ld ,  and  the  hope s  o f  
ano the r.  Th i s  i s  mercy !  Beho ld  the  man ,  whose  me- 
mory wi l l  never per i sh t i l l  the milk of  kindness  in the  
bosom of our species  be transvenomed into the ga l l  of  
asps ,  and whose name wil l  be heard with transpor ts  on  
the  banks  o f  ever y  r iver  in  Europe,  unt i l  those  r iver s  
shal l  forget to f low, the immortal Howard, pacing back- 
wa rd  and  f o rwa rd  ove r  ou r  qu a r t e r  o f  t h e  g l obe  i n 
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search of  mi ser y,  d iv ing in to the  depths  o f  dungeons ,  
plung ing into the infection of hospitals, surveying every  
bui lding in which society inf l ict s  or hides away sor row  
and  pa in .  Th i s  i s  mercy.  Beho ld  tha t  he ro ine  o f  our  
own day s ,  who,  urged  by  the  mighty  impul se s  o f  her  
own brave hear t, in opposit ion to kind advice, and as it  
seemed at f i r s t  with neglect of prudence, but as  we see  
now, under the protection of God, whose messenger she  
was ,  ventured wi th in the wal l s  o f  Newgate,  where,  in  
addi t ion to  a l l  tha t  could  o f fend the  eye,  the  ear,  the  
touch ,  the  sme l l ,  t he re  wa s  eve r y th ing  to  shock  the  
mora l  s en se ;  s ee  th i s  a s ton i sh ing  woman,  de scend ing  
from splendour to place her sel f  amidst scenes of l iving,  
c r awl ing  f i l th ,  and  l eav ing  fo r  a  s ea son  the  pure  and  
quiet endearments of her home, to collect around her a  
band of  fur ie s ,  maddened at  once by di sease  and vice ;  
and a l l  th i s  for  the s imple  pur pose of  re for ming crea- 
tures considered by society beyond any hope, and below  
every ef for t  for  their  improvement.  This  i s  mercy.  Go,  
ye sof t  and sent imenta l  benef actor s  of  the human race,  
who can weep for wretchedness,  but cannot bear to see  
i t ;  go, look at  these subl ime and interest ing character s ,  
and learn what mercy is.

4.  To judicious discr imination between true and f a l se  
miser y,  Chr i s t i an mercy uni te s  a  propens i ty  to  re l ieve  
a l l  misery,  on i t s  own account.  We cer ta inly ought not  
to  su f fer  our se lves  to  be eas i ly  imposed upon by ‘ that  
cunning cra f t ines s  which l ie th  in  wai t  to  dece ive.’ An  
indi scr iminate  l ibera l i ty  suppl ie s  a  s t imulus  to v ice,  i s  
a bonus upon fraud, and afterwards, when deception has  
been frequently detected, by a powerful reaction it over- 
tu r n s  the  ve r y  th rone  o f  mercy  i t s e l f :  f o r  no  one  i s  
more l ikely to have his  hear t  s teeled against  a l l  appeals 
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to  h i s  compa s s i on  th an  he  who,  a f t e r  a  l ong  cou r s e  
o f  benevolence,  d i scover s  tha t  h i s  p i ty  has  been of ten  
was ted upon pretended di s t re s s .  But  whi le  th i s  d i scr i- 
minat ion i s  exerci sed,  there should be a  di spos i t ion to  
re l ieve to the extent  of  our  abi l i ty  a l l  rea l  miser y.  We  
can eas i ly  conceive,  for  i t  i s  a  case  of  f requent  occur- 
rence, that misery may in some instances be attended by  
c ircumstances that  g ive i t  a  deep interest ,  and invest  i t  
w i t h  a  ch a r m  o f  p e cu l i a r  a nd  re s i s t l e s s  f a s c i n a t i on .  
Even the churl, the miser, and the cruel oppressor, have  
bowed at the feet of aff l icted beauty, and suffered them- 
selves for once to be led captive in the fetter s of mercy.  
There  i s  a  romant ic  k ind o f  p i ty  in  the  wor ld ,  which  
s i l l y  t a l e s ,  f a l l i ng  i n  w i th  mawk i sh  s en s i b i l i t y,  h ave  
helped to produce and cher ish:  I  mean that disposi t ion  
which is ever seeking after what it  consider s interesting  
ob j e c t s  o f  compa s s i on .  Mi s e r y,  exh ib i t ed  n aked  and  
alone, as i t  may be found in every street and every day,  
ha s  no  power  to  s e t  in  mot ion  th i s  spur ious  pa s s ion .  
The cr ies  of  hunger,  the g roans of  s ickness ,  the pla int  
of woe, return unheeded in sad echoes upon the sufferer’s  
hear t ,  un le s s  the  ch i ld  o f  romance  can  d i scover  some  
i n c i d en t s  ‘ t o  g ive  t o  a f f l i c t i on  a  g r a c e ’ ,  a nd  wh i ch  
might  ser ve a s  the bas i s  o f  some s t r ik ing and pathet ic  
ta le.  I  ca l l  th i s  the mercy,  not  of  the hear t ,  but  of  the  
imag in a t i on ;  t he  compa s s i on  o f  t he  nove l i s t ,  o f  t he  
poet, of the painter, but not of the Chr ist ian. It  should  
be  re co l l e c t ed  th a t  the re  may  be  the  mos t  deep  and  
entire wretchedness, without either youth, or beauty, or  
r ap id  v ic i s s i tude,  or  compl ica ted  p lo t ,  in  the  ca se.  I t  
i s  but se ldom that we shal l  meet with instances of  woe  
so  var ied  and in tere s t ing  in  the i r  de ta i l s  a s  to  for m a  
p i c tu re  fo r  the  page s  o f  a  s to r y.  I f  we  wa i t  fo r  such 
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s cene s  to  awaken our  compas s ion ,  the  wor ld  wi l l  d ie  
around us, and we shall die in the midst of it, before we  
have hushed a groan, or wiped away a tear.

5.  Chr i s t i an  mercy  shou ld  be  cha rac te r i s ed  by  d i l i - 
gence.  I t  i s  sa id of  our Lord,  that  ‘he ever went about  
do i ng  good ’ ;  a nd  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  h i s  l i f e  p rove s  t h e  
t r u th  o f  the  a s s e r t ion .  Whether  in  the  c rowded  c i ty,  
or  the re t i red v i l l age ;  whether  in  the domest ic  c i rc le,  
or the cour ts  of  the temple;  whether he led the mult i- 
tude into the wilderness,  or met them amidst the social  
haunts of men, he was ever engaged in acts  of  compas- 
s i on ,  bo th  t o  t he  s ou l s  and  bod i e s  o f  mank ind .  H i s  
er rand to our world was a commission of mercy, and al l  
h i s  ac t ions  here  an  un in te r r upted  d i sp l ay  o f  p i ty.  We  
a re  to  f ind  our  mode l  in  h im who never  s l ep t  in  the  
cause  of  human happines s .  Di l igence character i se s  the  
ef for ts  of the enemies of the human race, and it  should  
s u re l y  no t  be  wan t ing  i n  i t s  f r i end s .  The  power s  o f  
darkness, with an energy of which we can form no ade- 
quate conception, are perpetually scatter ing the seeds of  
human misery, and causing the thorn, the bramble, and  
the nett le,  to g row with rank luxur iance in the path of  
l i f e.  We mus t  oppose  energy to  energy,  and d i l igence  
to  d i l i gence.  The  ob jec t s  o f  our  p i t y  a re  eve r y  hour  
pass ing in crowds,  above the need, or below the reach,  
o f  our  e f fo r t s ;  r i s ing  to  heaven ,  where  mi se r y  neve r  
enter s ,  or  s inking to he l l ,  where  mercy i s  never  seen.  
S in  and  d i s e a s e,  a c c i den t s  and  i n ju s t i c e,  m i s f o r tune  
and dea th ,  a re  ever y  moment  bus i ly  employed,  in  ex- 
tending the range and the re ign of  miser y ;  and sure ly  
mercy should not be tardy or lukewar m. Our compass- 
ion should not be fretful or capr icious, today all ardour,  
tomor row al l  languor, but steadfast ,  immoveable, always 
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abound ing .  Wha t soeve r  ou r  h and  f i nde th  t o  do,  we  
should do it with our might.

6 .  Ch r i s t i a n  me rc y  s hou l d  b e  a t t e nded  w i t h  s e l f - 
den ia l .  We a re  not  to  o f fe r  on her  a l t a r  the  ha l t ,  the  
b l ind ,  and  the  l ame,  the  mere  o f f a l  o f  our  comfor t s ,  
which we deem below our notice; nor are we to be con- 
ten t  wi th  y ie ld ing  up  the  su r p lu s  o f  our  pos se s s ions ,  
w h i c h  we  d o  n o t  wa n t ,  a n d  c a n n o t  u s e .  We  mu s t  
s tand prepared to make sacr i f ices and endure hardships.  
I t  i s  shocking to think how l i t t le some per sons wil l  do  
to rel ieve the miser ies of other s.  I f  they can supply the  
wa n t s  o f  t h e  n e e d y,  a n d  a l l ev i a t e  t h e  wo e s  o f  t h e  
aff l icted, without going a step out of their way, abr idg- 
i n g  t h ems e l ve s  o f  a  s i n g l e  com fo r t ,  o r  g iv i n g  up  a  
moment’s  ease,  they feel  probably no object ion to do a  
generous act ;  but i f  they must endure the least  f at igue,  
or sacr if ice what is in any degree valuable to themselves,  
tears may flow in tor rents, and groans may r ise in dismal  
concer t ,  before they can be exci ted to deeds of  mercy.  
They wil l  not abr idge one of al l  their luxur ious g rati f i- 
ca t ions ,  a l though the  prunings  o f  a lmos t  any o f  them  
would be enough to guard the cottage of a poor neigh- 
bour from the wor st  ter ror s of pover ty.  Did the Son of  
God exh ib i t  a  spec ie s  o f  compas s ion  which  co s t  h im  
nothing? Did he,  without  e f for t  and without  humil ia- 
t ion,  g ive us  the sur plus  of  hi s  r iches ,  the redundance  
of  his  g lory? Did he only speak from the throne of  his  
majes ty,  or  despatch a  company of  ange l ic  for ms f rom  
the countless  host minister ing around his feet,  to br ing  
u s  t i d i n g s  o f  m e rc y,  e x p re s s i o n s  o f  h i s  g o o d  w i l l ?  
A l toge the r  the  oppo s i t e.  ‘Ye  know the  g r a ce  o f  ou r  
Lord Jesus Chr ist ,  who though he was r ich, yet for our  
sakes became poor, that we, through his pover ty, might 
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become r i ch .’ The  mea sure  o f  h i s  s e l f -den ia l  wa s  the  
d i f fe rence between h i s  throne o f  g lor y  and h i s  Cros s .  
Can that man, who wil l  not make the smal lest  sacr i f ice  
in mercy’s  cause,  per suade himsel f  that  he i s  a  di sc ip le  
of this merciful, self-denying Redeemer?

7.  Chr i s t i an  mercy  i s  not  d i scouraged by  the  ing ra- 
t i tude  or  the  oppos i t ion which may be  mani fe s ted  by  
tho se  whom i t  re l i eve s .  Tha t  man  ha s  c a l cu l a t ed  too  
highly upon human vir tue who believes that benevolence  
wil l  always be rewarded by the g ratitude of those whose  
wants are supplied, and whose sor rows are mitigated, by  
i t s  exer t ions .  I t  i s  too common a  f au l t  o f  our  spec ies ,  
f i r s t  to mis take,  and then to forget ,  thei r  benef actor s .  
Mercy is not always received with the promptitude with  
which i t  i s  o f fe red.  Some are  too proud to be depen- 
dent, and turn with scorn from the hand that would l i ft  
them into comfor t; other s sullenly receive the assistance  
a s  thei r  due,  and s toop not  to thank the generos i ty  to  
w h i c h  t h ey  a r e  i n d e b t e d .  I t  i s  n o t  t h u s  w i t h  a l l .  
Tear s of g rat i tude often repay the philanthropist  with a  
reward, compared with which the gems of India are but  
as  dust .  I f ,  however,  we would do good, we must do i t  
looking only to the smile of conscience and of God for  
our  remunera t ion.  I t  i s  de l ight fu l  to  behold want  and  
care,  and disease and sor row, disappear ing before us in  
t he  p a th  o f  mercy,  a l t hough  we  may  s ee  ing r a t i t ude  
f i l l i ng  t he i r  p l a c e.  We  have  s t i l l  t h e  comfo r t  o f  re - 
f lec t ing,  that  notwiths tanding we have done our  duty,  
and  t he  s um o f  human  wre t chedne s s  i s  l e s s .  I n  t h i s  
respect, also, we may be instructed by the history of our  
d iv ine Saviour.  He f lew to our  wor ld on the wings  of  
mercy, he was himself incarnate love, truth dwelt on his  
l i p s ,  c ompa s s i on  re i gn ed  i n  h i s  h e a r t ;  whe reve r  h e 
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directed his  cour se the miser ies  of  mult i tudes vanished  
before the miracles of his  g race, and sa lvat ion fol lowed  
hi s  foots teps .  He was the teacher who ins tructed their  
minds ,  the  benef ac tor  who sa t i s f i ed  the i r  hunger,  the  
physician who healed their disorder s,  the deliverer who  
would  have  saved the i r  sou l s ;  ye t ,  for  a l l  th i s ,  he  was  
ma l igned ,  ca lumnia ted ,  ha ted ,  pe r secu ted ,  murdered .  
And sha l l  we  expec t  to  f ind  the  pa th  o f  benevo lence  
l ike one of the walks of paradise, where the serpent was  
har mles s  beneath the f lower s?  I f  we do,  we sha l l  soon  
discover our mistake.

I I I .  I  g o  on  t o  c on s i d e r  t h e  ob j e c t s  o f  Ch r i s t i a n  
Mercy.  And  I  am su re  no  one  wi l l  a ccu se  me  o f  de- 
g rading the subject ,  i f ,  for  a  few moments ,  I  urge the  
c la ims of  that  large por t ion of  the animate creat ion to  
which Providence has denied the power of  pleading i t s  
own cause.  Oh! there i s  a  depth of  cowardice,  cruel ty,  
and injust ice in inf l ic t ing miser y upon an unconscious  
brute, depr ived of a l l  means of resis tance and al l  power  
of complaint, except by its quiver ing flesh and screaming  
cr ies, for which language is too feeble to furnish execra- 
t ions  suf f ic ient ly  emphat ic.  Let  me never  f a l l  in to the  
hands ,  or  be a t  the mercy of  that  man,  who,  whatever  
may be his pretensions or his character, would wantonly  
inf l ict a pang on the least and lowest insect in the scale  
o f  l i f e .  Man  i s ,  o r  ough t  to  be,  t he  gua rd i an  o f  t he  
r ights  of  the i r rat ional  creat ion; but ,  les t  he should be  
unfaithful to his trust ,  the g reat God has interposed his  
a u tho r i t y,  and  r a i s ed  a  wan ton  i n j u r y  o f  any  o f  h i s  
crea tures  into a  cr ime aga ins t  the i r  Almighty Creator.  
Remember,  then ,  tha t  ‘ a  merc i fu l  man i s  merc i fu l  to  
his beast.’

But the chief object of Mercy, is man.
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1 .  Wi t h  r e g a rd  t o  h i s  t e m p o r a l  wa n t s  a n d  wo e s .  
Innumerable are ‘ the i l l s  which f lesh i s  heir  to’ in thi s  
va l e  o f  t e a r s .  Pove r t y,  s i c kne s s ,  hunge r,  n akedne s s ,  
ca re,  a l l ,  l ike  root s  o f  b i t te r nes s ,  spr ing  up a long the  
road which conducts  us to the g rave;  and a l l ,  the mer- 
ciful man, to the utmost of his power, will endeavour to  
rep re s s  o r  e r ad i c a t e .  He  w i l l  no t  h i d e  h imse l f  f rom  
such  so r rows .  Hi s  own comfor t s  w i l l  remind  h im o f  
the necess i t ies of other s .  A sense of the woes by which  
he  i s  sur rounded wi l l  reach h im a t  the  cent re  o f  tha t  
wide circ le of  plenty within which he dwel l s ,  and wil l  
not al low him to enjoy what Providence has g iven him,  
t i l l ,  with no scanty hand,  he has  adminis tered to their  
re l i e f .  He wi l l  remember  tha t  o ther s  a re  men o f  l ike  
passions with himself , and that if with so many comforts  
to sweeten the cup of l i fe, he so often tastes the worm- 
wood and the gall, their portion must be wretched indeed,  
to whom, but for the aid of mercy, the draught must be  
unmingled bitterness.

I t  ha s  been  adopted  a s  a  max im by  some good ,  bu t  
m i s t aken  peop l e,  t h a t  a s  ‘ t he  ch i l d ren  o f  t he  wor ld ’  
devote a l l  their  char i ty to the tempora l  wants  of  man- 
kind,  ‘ the chi ldren of  l ight ’ should exclus ive ly employ  
their s for the spir itual interests of the human race. This  
appear s  to me a most  er roneous sent iment ,  and highly  
de roga to r y  to  the  honour  o f  re l i g ion .  We a re  ‘ to  l e t  
our light so shine before men, that they, seeing our good  
work s ,  may  g l o r i f y  God ,  ou r  he aven l y  F a the r.’ One  
way of exhibiting the splendour of this holy l ight, is  by  
excel l ing in those vir tues,  the excel lences of which are  
perceived,  and the obl igat ions of  which are fe l t  by the  
people of the world. Zeal for the diffusion of the gospel  
i s ,  by many, considered only as a meteor of enthusiasm, 
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bu t  me rcy  i s  a cknowledged  by  a l l  t o  be  a  nece s s a r y  
Chr is t ian vir tue. Besides,  our motives wil l  be mistaken  
i f  we abandon the  tempora l  mi se r ie s  o f  mankind ;  fo r  
men wi l l  be  a t  a  lo s s  to  conce ive  how they  can  have  
mercy  for  the  sou l ,  who appear  to  have  none for  the  
body;  and how they can fee l  compas s ion for  s t ranger s  
whom they have not seen, who are destitute of it towards  
their  neighbour s  whom they have seen.  In the absence  
of mercy for the temporal  miser ies  of  mankind, a l l  our  
so l ic i tude for  the i r  sp i r i tua l  in tere s t s  wi l l  be  re so lved  
into disgusting hypocr isy, which, under pretence of com- 
passion, is car rying on the purposes of mere sectar ianism.  
The advocate of  Miss ionary and Bible Societ ies  should  
be foremost in the work of clothing the naked, feeding  
the hung r y,  and hea l ing the s ick .  The conduct  o f  our  
Redeemer  i s  an  admirable  mode l  in  th i s  re spec t .  Hi s  
ident i fy ing charac ter  i s  the  Sav iour  o f  sou l s ;  but  how  
d i l i g en t  he  wa s  i n  re l i ev ing  t empor a l  wan t s ,  l e t  t he  
history of his life declare.

2.  Chr i s t ian Mercy extends i t s  regard to the spir i tua l  
miser ies of mankind. The man who believes the Gospel  
see s  the  whole  human race  in  a  s t a te  o f  s in  and r u in ;  
su f fe r ing a l l  the  consequences  o f  t ransg res s ion in  th i s  
world,  and exposed to the bit ter pains of  eter nal  death  
in the wor ld to come.  He i s  convinced that  without  a  
meetness  for the pure and spir i tual  joys of  heaven, not  
an  ind iv idua l  o f  a l l  the  mi l l ion s  who a re  cont inua l l y  
pass ing into eter nity,  can ascend to the realms of glory  
and  f e l i c i t y.  They  appea r,  in  h i s  eye s ,  to  be  ac tua l l y  
per ishing, and hence he is f i l led with the tenderest con- 
cern, and af fected with the deepest  sor row. In his  est i- 
mation, the most agonis ing diseases ,  the most pinching  
pover ty,  the  g rea te s t  embar ra s sment ,  and the  heav ie s t 
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c a re s ,  a re  a s  no th ing ,  compa red  w i th  tho se  mi s e r i e s  
which  s in  ha s  b rought  upon the  dea th le s s  sou l .  Wi th  
all the compassion which he feels for the body, he cannot  
forget, that if it were not relieved, the grave would soon  
t e r m in a t e  i t s  woe s ;  bu t  t h a t  t h e  s ou l ,  i f  no t  s aved ,  
would become immor tal  in i t s  wants and wretchedness .  
This makes him not only willing, but anxious to support  
every scheme, which has for its object to extend the light  
o f  d iv ine  t r u th  to  tho se  who s i t  in  da rkne s s  and  the  
reg ion of  the shadow of death.  Often he surveys ,  f rom  
his own happy elevation on the hil l  of Sion, the count- 
l e s s  m i l l i on s  th a t  c rowd the  re a lms  o f  Pagan i sm and  
I s lamism, t i l l  hi s  hear t  year ning with compass ion,  dic- 
ta tes  to his  tongue the prayer of  the Psa lmis t ,  ‘God be  
me rc i f u l  un to  u s  and  b l e s s  u s ,  t h a t  t hy  way  may  be  
known on ear th ,  thy sav ing hea l th  among a l l  na t ions .’  
Nor is he content with expressing his mercy by prayer s.  
He cannot withhold his property, while every breeze and  
every wave that touches upon our shore wafts to it from  
the dark places of the ear th that hear t-rending petit ion,  
‘Come over and help us.’

Ye s ,  me rcy  t o  t h e  s ou l  i s  t h e  s ou l  o f  me rcy.  Th i s  
i s  i t s  subl imes t ,  i t s  might ie s t  e f for t .  I t  supp l ie s  want s  
and a l leviates  woes which would otherwise be eter nal .  
A mis s ionar y society,  or  a  Bible  society,  i s  the highest  
exhibit ion of benevolence that  can be witnessed below  
the sk ies .  I t s  provi s ions  and i s sues  wi l l  be ever la s t ing,  
and the g randeur of its results be seen inf inite ages after  
the  hosp i t a l ,  the  d i spensa r y,  and the  a lms-house  sha l l  
have  sent  for th  the i r  l a s t  s t ream of  hea l ing .  Mercy to  
the soul  ra i ses  i t s  subject  into the neares t  resemblance  
o f  Jehovah;  i t  i s ,  in  f ac t ,  ‘ to  have fe l lowship wi th the  
F a t h e r  a n d  w i t h  h i s  S o n  Je s u s  C h r i s t .’ T h e  h u m a n 
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spir i t  seems to occupy the centre of the divine govern- 
ment, around which the plans and purposes of Deity are  
perpetually revolving, and the chief end of all the mighty  
movement s  i s  to  g lor i fy  God in  the  sa lva t ion o f  man.  
Who, then, would exclude the soul  f rom the sphere of  
h i s  compa s s ion?  Le t  u s  no t  fo rge t  to  do  good  in  re - 
l ieving the temporal  wants  of  our fe l low-creatures ,  but  
in the exercise of a s t i l l  holier and loft ier ambit ion, let  
us  a im at  the honour of  sav ing the soul .  An inf in i te ly  
r i che r  and  more  l a s t i ng  renown wi l l  f o l l ow such  an  
achievement than the civic crown awarded by the Roman  
Senate to him who saved the life of a citizen on the f ield  
of battle.

IV.  L e t  u s  now dwe l l  upon  t h e  b ened i c t i on s  w i t h  
which mercy  s t ands  connected .  ‘B le s sed  a re  the  mer- 
c i f u l  f o r  t h ey  s h a l l  ob t a i n  me rcy.’ I f  we  con s i d e red  
th i s  l anguage a s  meaning no more than tha t  the  com- 
pa s s iona te  shou ld ,  in  the i r  nece s s i t i e s ,  be  the  ob jec t s  
o f  p i ty  to  the i r  f e l low-crea ture s ,  we shou ld  a s se r t  no  
more  t h an  expe r i ence  p rove s  t o  be  t r ue.  Who  i s  s o  
l i ke ly  to  rece ive  the  k ind  and  merc i fu l  a t t en t ion s  o f  
o ther s ,  a s  he  who in  the  days  o f  h i s  p rosper i ty  was  a  
fountain of comfor t to them? The public wil l  hasten to  
such a  man in the t ime of  h i s  d i s t re s s ,  and a t tempt to  
discharge the obligations which he had confer red by his  
l i be r a l i t y.  The  t ide  o f  mercy  which  had  f lowed f rom  
his  hear t wil l  return to him again, convincing him that  
‘ in  such  measure  a s  we mete,  i t  sha l l  be  mea sured  to  
u s  ag a in .’ When  we  con s ide r  the  v i c i s s i t ude s  o f  th i s  
chang ing  wor ld ,  and  th ink  how speed i l y  we  may  be  
reduced to the circumstances of those who now depend  
for relief upon our benevolence, we surely ought to f ind  
in such a reflection no feeble inducement to the exercise 
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o f  mercy.  Never  can the  denia l  o f  p i ty  a f fec t  the  su f- 
ferer ’s  hear t  with such exquis i te ly painful  emotions,  as  
w h e n  i t  s e e m s  t o  c o m e  i n  t h e  way  o f  s e ve r e ,  bu t  
r i gh t eou s  re t r i bu t i on ,  and  remind s  h im o f  t he  hou r  
when he closed his ear to the tale of another’s woe.

But  the  t ex t  ha s  a  h igher  mean ing ,  and  expre s s e s  a  
f ar  r icher and more comprehensive beat i tude than this .  
They who show mercy to others upon Christian pr inciples,  
shall themselves obtain mercy from God. Here it will be  
necessary for me to state a distinction which is something  
more  than  mere l y  a  d i f f e rence  in  word s ;  I  mean  the  
dist inction between the mer itor ious cause of a blessing,  
and an indispensable prerequis i te to i t s  possess ion. Any  
one  who  ha s  f avour s  t o  d i s t r i bu t e,  may  requ i re  a s  a  
s ine  qua  non f rom ever y  one who would en joy them,  
the performance of a condition which could in no sense  
be  con s i de red  a s  a  me r i t o r i ou s  c au s e  o f  t he  de s i red  
f avo u r,  b e c a u s e  n o t  a t  a l l  e q u iva l e n t  t o  i t .  I n  t h i s  
sense,  a  merci fu l  d i spos i t ion to our fe l low-creatures  i s  
the s t ipulated condit ion* of  our obta ining mercy f rom  
God;  a  p re requ i s i t e,  bu t  not  the  cau se.  I t  i s  no t  tha t  
fo r  the  s ake  o f  wh ich  we  ob t a in  mercy,  bu t  w i thou t  
which i t  wi l l  be  denied us .  I t  bear s  the  same re la t ion  
to  e te r na l  happ ine s s  a s  ho l ine s s  doe s  (o f  which  i t  i s , 

*	 T h e  a u t h o r  f e e l s  g r e a t  p l e a s u r e  i n  q u o t i n g  t h e  s e n t i m e n t s  o f  
M r  H a l l  o n  t h i s  s u b j e c t ,  a s  m o s t  c l e a r l y  e x p r e s s i n g  h i s  o w n :  
‘When  t h e  t e rm  cond i t i on s  o f  s a l v a t i on ,  o r  wo rd s  o f  s im i l a r  impo r t ,  
a r e  e m p l o y e d ,  h e  w i s h e s  i t  o n c e  f o r  a l l  t o  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  h e  
u t t e r l y  d i s c l a i m s  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  m e r i t o r i o u s  c o n d i t i o n s ,  a n d  t h a t  h e  
i n t end s  b y  t h a t  t e rm  on l y  wha t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  i n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h ed  o r d e r  
o f  me an s ,  a  s i n e  qu a  non ,  t h a t  w i t hou t  wh i c h  a no t h e r  t h i n g  c a nno t  
t a k e  p l a c e .  When  t hu s  d e f i n ed ,  t o  d eny  t h e r e  a r e  c ond i t i on s  o f  s a l - 
v a t i on ,  i s  no t  t o  app roach  to  an t i nomi an i sm  mere l y ,  i t  i s  t o  f a l l  i n to  
t he  gu l f .  I t  i s  no th ing  l e s s  t h an  a  r epe a l  o f  a l l  t h e  s anc t i on s  o f  r eve - 
l a t ion ,  o f  a l l  the  p r inc ip l e s  o f  mora l  government .  Le t  the  idea  o f  con-
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indeed ,  a  pa r t )  ‘w i thout  which  no  man  sha l l  s ee  the  
Lo rd .’ The  ve r y  mode  o f  e xp re s s i on  he re  emp loyed  
utterly precludes the idea of pity to our fellow-creatures  
being the mer i tor ious  cause of  the divine f avour.  I t  i s  
s a id  they  sha l l  ob ta in  mercy,  which  would  be  a  mos t  
inappropr i a t e  t e r m in  the  ca se  o f  mer i t .  Tha t  mercy  
which God exerc i ses  towards  man,  es sent ia l ly  inc ludes  
t he  i d e a  o f  gu i l t  on  the  p a r t  o f  t he  l a t t e r.  I t  i s  t h e  
compassion, not merely of the benefactor towards simple  
misery,  but of  a  ruler towards that  wretchedness  which  
is the consequence of cr ime. Hence, when it is said, we  
shal l  obtain mercy, the poss ibi l i ty of mer it  i s  excluded.  
M e r i t  a p p e a l s  n o t  t o  m e rc y,  bu t  t o  e q u i t y.  I f  i t  i s  
admitted that we have al l  deserved death by our s ins,  i t  
i s  confessed that none of us can become entit led to l i fe  
by  any par t  o f  our  conduct ,  s ince  i t  i s  impos s ible  for  
the same being to mer i t  both punishment and pardon;  
i ndeed ,  t h e  ve r y  i d e a  o f  ou r  me r i t i ng  p a rdon  i s  a n  
ab su rd i t y.  No ;  i f  any  s i nne r  be  s aved ,  i t  mus t  be  by  
g r ace  th rough  f a i th .  The  mos t  d i f fu s ive  compa s s ion ,  
u n i t e d  w i t h  t h e  m o s t  e xe m p l a r y  c h a r i t y.  f o r m s  n o  
g round  on  which  a  t r an sg re s so r  c an  re s t  h i s  hope  o f  
p a rdon ing  me rcy.  ‘Be l i eve  on  the  Lo rd  Je su s  Chr i s t  
and thou sha l t  be saved’ i s  the language of  the gospel . 

d i t i ona l  s a l v a t i on ,  i n  t he  s en s e  a l r e ady  exp l a i ned ,  be  s t e ad i l y  r e j e c t ed  
a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  t e r m ,  a n d  t h e  p a t r o n s  o f  t h e  w o r s t  o f  h e r e s i e s  w i l l  
h a v e  n o t h i n g  f u r t h e r  t o  d e m a n d .  T h a t  r e p e n t a n c e ,  f a i t h ,  a n d  t h e i r  
f ru i t s  i n  a  ho ly  l i f e ,  suppo s ing  l i f e  to  be  con t inued ,  a r e  e s s en t i a l  p r e - 
r equ i s i t e s  t o  e t e rn a l  h app ine s s ,  i s  a  doc t r i n e  i n s c r i b ed  a s  w i th  a  s un- 
b e am  i n  e v e r y  p a g e  o f  r e v e l a t i on ;  a nd  s h a l l  we ,  i n  d e f e r en c e  t o  t h e  
p r o p a g a t o r s  o f  a n  e p i d e m i c  p e s t i l e n c e ,  b e  d o o m e d  t o  e x p r e s s  b y  
o b s c u r e  a n d  f e e b l e  c i r c u m l o c u t i o n s ,  a  t r u t h  w h i c h  o n e  w o r d  w i l l  
c o n v e y ? ’ — S e e  H a l l ’ s  E s s e n t i a l  D i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  C h r i s t i a n  B a p - 
tism and John’s Baptism, p. 66.
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Thi s  f a i th ,  however,  produces  su i table  f r u i t s ,  and one  
o f  i t s  i n s e p a r a b l e  e f f e c t s  i s  a  me rc i f u l  d i s po s i t i o n .  
Wi thou t  t h i s  t h e re  c an  be  no  genu ine  be l i e f  o f  t h e  
gospe l ;  where  th i s  ex i s t s ,  and compas s ion i s  exerc i sed  
in  obed ience  to  the  d iv ine  l aw,  in  confor mi ty  to  the  
d iv ine  example,  and wi th  a  v iew to  the  d iv ine  g lor y,  
there shall the promise of the text be fulf i l led; God will  
blot  out  the t ransg res s ions  of  such a  man,  res tore him  
to hi s  f avour,  p i ty him in a l l  h i s  d i s t res ses ,  and f ina l ly  
cause hi s  miser ies  to i s sue in that  s ta te  where ‘he wi l l  
wipe away a l l  tear s  f rom their  eyes ,  and there sha l l  be  
no more death, neither sor row nor crying, neither shal l  
there be any more pain, for the former things are passed  
away.’ Wi t h o u t  m e r c y  t o  o t h e r s  we  h ave  n o  m o re  
reason to expect it  from God, than we have to hope for  
an entrance into heaven without that hol iness  which i s  
i t s  only preparat ive;  whi le,  on the other hand,  in pro- 
por tion as this disposition prevails in the hear t, we have  
a t  l e a s t  one  ev idence  o f  hav ing  ob t a ined  mercy.  Bu t  
by the aid of what rhetor ic, sophistry, or delusion which  
the  dece i t fu lnes s  o f  the  human hear t  may supp ly,  can  
tha t  man per suade  h imse l f  tha t  he  ha s  rece ived  g race  
from God, who knows, i f  he know anything of himself ,  
t h a t  p i t y  i s  a  s t r a n g e r  t o  h i s  c h a r a c t e r ?  A  wa n t  o f  
mercy i s  a  no les s  damning mark upon the soul  than a  
want  o f  pur i ty  or  jus t ice.  Let  such an unfee l ing crea- 
tu re  t rembl e,  f o r  he  i s  h a s t en ing  to  t ake  h i s  s t a t i on  
before a throne where he shal l  f ind judgement,  but no  
mercy.

I  sha l l  now,  in  conc lu s ion ,  urge  the  cu l t iva t ion and  
the practice of this most amiable and useful disposit ion.  
1.  Le t  u s  cons ide r  how much need  the re  i s  o f  mercy  
from the amount of misery which exists in the world. By 
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a  f igure  o f  speech ,  which  i s  by  no means  too s t rong ,  
our  p re sen t  s t a t e  o f  ex i s t ence  i s  s a id  to  be  a  ‘va l e  o f  
tear s ’ ,  in  which ‘man i s  bor n to  t rouble  a s  the  sparks  
f l y  upwa rd .’ F rom  t h e  hou r  when  ou r  f i r s t  p a ren t s  
a te  the  forb idden f r u i t ,  they  and the i r  o f f spr ing  have  
possessed in sad perfect ion the knowledge of  evi l .  The  
deep g roan with which the g reat bard represents nature  
to have marked the perpetration of that awful deed, has  
been so protracted and so echoed, that i t  may be just ly  
s a id ,  ‘ the  who le  c rea t ion  g roane th ,  and  t r ava i l e th  in  
pa in  toge ther  unt i l  now.’ The  wor ld  i s  fu l l  o f  mi se r y  
o f  one  k ind  and  ano the r.  Pove r t y,  s i ckne s s ,  d i s e a s e,  
care,  d i sappointment,  and innumerable other causes  of  
distress ,  are perpetual ly at work in destroying the com- 
fo r t s  o f  mank ind ,  and  embi t t e r ing  the  cup  o f  human  
l i fe.  Could we from some upper reg ion in the air,  with  
power s  of  v i s ion s t rengthened for  the ta sk,  look down  
upon every scene of suffer ing but in one populous town;  
could we penetrate into every chamber of sickness, every  
hove l  o f  pover ty,  ever y  scene  o f  dread fu l  foreboding ,  
hear t-wither ing care,  and deep despondency; could we  
s ee  a t  one  g l ance  eve r y  w idow,  eve r y  o r phan ,  eve r y  
f a t h e r l e s s  b a b e ,  a n d  a l l  t h e  t e a r s  t h ey  s h e d  a t  t h e  
remembrance  o f  t he i r  l o s s ;  cou ld  we  beho ld  a l l  t h e  
ignorance and v ice  to  be found with in th i s  l imi t ,  and  
the  sou l s  there  per i sh ing  in  s in ;  cou ld  a l l  the  sounds  
of woe which, from only such a por tion of our race are  
per petua l ly  r i s ing ,  to  expi re  unheeded by man on the  
gales of heaven, enter at once into our ear, surely, surely  
we  s h o u l d  d e s c e n d  f ro m  o u r  e l eva t i o n  d e t e r m i n e d  
‘ t o  s e l l  a l l  o u r  g o o d s  a n d  g i ve  t o  t h e  p o o r .’ B u t  
though we see  i t  no t ,  a  mas s  o f  mi se r y  doe s  ex i s t  in  
t h a t  s p a ce  o f  wh i ch  we  c an  f o r m no  adequa t e  i d e a . 
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We look upon the  out s ide  show o f  human l i f e  a s  the  
a t t endant s  a t  a  thea t re  do  upon a  comedy,  where  the  
b r i l l i an t  l i gh t s ,  t he  p i c tu re sque  s c ene s ,  t he  s e eming  
ga ie ty  of  the per for mer s ,  exc lude a l l  ideas  o f  sadnes s ;  
to  for m an accura te  idea  o f  the  rea l  condi t ion o f  the  
actor s ,  we should fol low them to the miserable gar ret s  
where  they a re  hour ly  s t r ugg l ing  wi th  want  and care,  
where,  throwing a s ide  the  charac te r s  a s sumed for  the  
hour,  and  lo s ing  the  smi l e s  pu t  on  fo r  the  occa s ion ,  
we  shou ld  f ind  them mos t  fo r lo r n  and  mi se r ab l e.  So  
i f  we  go  b eh ind  t h e  s c ene s  o f  t h i s  l i f e ’s  d r ama ,  we  
sha l l  f ind an inner  wor ld  of  d i s t re s s ,  which meet s  not  
t he  eye  i n  pub l i c .  And  c an  we  rema in  co ld  and  un- 
fee l ing,  inact ive and i l l ibera l ,  amidst  univer sa l  miser y?  
Sha l l  we  g ive  ou r s e l ve s  up  to  l uxu r iou s  en joymen t ,  
whi le  the  g roans  o f  c rea t ion a re  heard  a l l  a round us ?  
Sha l l  the  p la in t  o f  human woe be  but  a s  the  se renade  
o f  ou r  s e l f i s h  g r a t i f i c a t i on ?  Sh a l l  t h e  t e a r  f a l l  p e r - 
pe tua l ly  wi th  l e s s  power  o f  impre s s ion  on our  sp i r i t s  
than the dropping of  water  upon a  rock?  Sha l l  human  
cr ies move us less than the sighing of the wind does the  
mounta in oak? Let  us  a l l  become phi lanthropi s t s  upon  
a  s ca l e  p ropor t ioned  to  our  c i rcums tance s .  Le t  u s  a l l  
be actuated by a  noble,  merci fu l  ambit ion to leave the  
wor ld  ho l i e r  and  happ ie r  than  we  found  i t .  There  i s  
much for  us  a l l  to  do,  and a f ter  we have a l l  done our  
uttermost, much will remain undone.

2 .  Remember  how much you have  i t  in  your  power  
to  a l l ev i a te  human mi se r y.  Mos t  men under ra te  the i r  
means of  doing good. Few are aware of  the ful l  extent  
o f  the i r  ab i l i ty  to  ble s s  the i r  spec ie s .  I t  may be sa fe ly  
af f irmed that there is  not one rat ional being so sunk in  
pover ty,  or so circumscr ibed in inf luence,  as  to be de-
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p r ived  o f  a l l  oppor tun i t y  o f  d imin i sh ing  the  sum o f  
human  wre t chedne s s .  I t  i s  t o  be  app rehended  tha t  a  
mi s t ake  on  th i s  sub jec t  p reven t s  many  f rom exe r t ing  
themselves as  they should do in the cause of humanity.  
They suppose that phi lanthropy requires ,  in every case,  
a large capital  of wealth, inf luence, and talent. Nothing  
i s  more  e r roneous .  I t  i s  t r ue  the  l a rge r  the  s tock  o f  
those  th ings  i s  which a  man pos se s se s ,  the  more good  
he can do; but to imag ine that we must be ei ther r ich,  
or g reat, or learned, in order to be a blessing to other s,  
is a mistake which robs us of much pleasure, and society  
o f  much  a s s i s t ance ;  Le t  t he re  be  on l y  the  a s s i duou s  
cult ivat ion of a merci ful  temper, coupled with a deter- 
m in a t i on  t o  e xe rc i s e  i t  t o  t h e  u t t e r mo s t ,  a n d  i t  i s  
a s t o n i s h i n g  t o  f i n d  h ow  m a ny  c h a n n e l s  w i l l  o p e n  
through which to pour  the s t reams of  benevolence.  I f  
we have  not  proper ty  o f  our  own,  we may be  able  to  
exer t our influence over those who have it ;  and we may  
become the a lmoner s  o f  those  who have no le i sure  or  
inclination to distr ibute their own benefactions.

E a ch  o f  u s  s hou l d  enqu i re  i n  wha t  p a r t i cu l a r  way  
he  c an  be  mos t  u s e fu l  t o  the  in t e re s t s  and  comfo r t s  
of  his  species .  Our s i tuat ion and circumstances var y so  
much, that the same schemes of usefulness do not adapt  
themse lves  wi th equa l  f ac i l i ty  to  a l l .  We should s tudy  
our temper,  for tune,  ta lents ,  and neighbourhood, with  
a  v iew to ascer ta in whether  there i s  in e i ther  of  these  
any pecu l i a r i ty  which seems to  mark us  out  more  for  
one sphere of action than another; and it should never be  
forgotten by those who have large means of usefulness ,  
that exer tion is binding on them in exact propor tion to  
the extent of their ability.

The  re spon s ib i l i t y  a t t a ch ing  to  wea l th  s eems  to  be 
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but  imperfect ly  under s tood a f ter  a l l  that  has  been sa id  
or  wr i t ten on the  sub jec t .  I t  should  ever  be  bor ne in  
mind tha t  the  exerc i se  o f  mercy  and char i ty  i s  repre- 
sented by our Lord in his  descr iption of the judgement  
day,  a s  one o f  the  pr inc ipa l  top ic s  o f  sc r ut iny  in  tha t  
season of  f ina l  retr ibut ion.  What a  spectac le  of  hor ror  
and  amazement  wi l l  the  r i ch  man then  p re sen t ,  who  
l av i shed  in  se l f i sh  ex t r avagance  tha t  p r ince ly  fo r tune  
which was entrus ted to him for  the benef i t  of  society.  
Le t  such  men read  the  pa rable  o f  Dive s  and  Laza r u s ;  
i t s  sa lutar y and impress ive warnings were del ivered ex- 
p re s s l y  f o r  t h em .  Wea l t h  c on s i d e re d  a s  a  me a n s  o f  
s e n s u a l  g r a t i f i c a t i on ,  r a nk s  bu t  one  s t e p  a bove  t h e  
a co r n s  o f  t h e  sw in e ;  wh i l e  a s  a  me an s  o f  r e l i ev i n g  
misery, i t  opens sources of fel ici ty, lofty and sublime as  
the  joy  o f  ange l s .  I t  i s  a  t r an spo r t ing  p i c tu re  wh ich  
the f ancy presents  to the soul ,  by por traying what  the  
world would be i f  every r ich man were a benef actor ;  i f  
a l l  our wealthy tradesmen, gentry, and nobil i ty, were to  
employ a suitable proportion of their proper ty in lessen- 
i ng  human  mi s e r y,  and  inc re a s i ng  human  happ ine s s .  
But long, we fear,  i t  wi l l  be before such a picture wil l  
he realised.

3.  Le t  u s  con s i de r  t he  h app ine s s  a t t end ing  upon  a  
me rc i f u l  s p i r i t .  Du ty  and  i n t e re s t  a re  i n  eve r y  c a s e  
inseparably  connected,  but  never  more obvious ly  than  
in this .  Of mercy may be str ict ly said, what i s  af f irmed  
o f  p ie ty  in  genera l ,  ‘her  commands  a re  not  g r ievous ,  
but  joyous ,  and in  keep ing o f  them there  i s  g rea t  re- 
wa rd .’ I t  i s  t r ue  t h a t  a  s ympa th i s i ng  s p i r i t ,  i n  s ome  
measure,  makes  the  sor rows o f  o ther s  i t s  own,  but  i t s  
t e a r s ,  l i ke  a  shower  in  summer,  p roduce  a  re f re sh ing  
a tmosphere,  and  a re  f a r  more  p lea s an t  than  tha t  co ld 
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sti f fness and frosty hardness which prevai l  in the bosom  
o f  t h e  unme rc i f u l  man .  Th ink  w i t h  wha t  emo t i on s  
Howard  mus t  have  reposed  on  h i s  p i l low,  a f t e r  a  day  
s p en t  i n  c a r r y i ng  t h e  cup  o f  me rcy  i n t o  dungeon s ,  
a s  in  h i s  d reams  he  s t i l l  behe ld  the  cap t ive s  qua f f ing  
the del ic ious draught .  Think what  must  have been the  
sublime bliss of the liberator of Afr ica, on that solemnly  
del ightful  evening when, af ter smit ing for twenty year s  
on the  fe t te r s  o f  s l aver y,  he  s aw them y ie ld  a t  l a s t  to  
h i s  to i l some and  pa t i en t  exer t ions ;  and  to  the  v i s ion  
which  had  so  o f t en  in  imp lor ing  a t t i tude  exc l a imed ,  
‘Come  ove r  and  he l p  u s ’ ,  h e  cou l d  a t  l eng th  rep l y,  
‘ T hy  c h a i n s  a r e  b ro ke n ;  A f r i c a  b e  f r e e .’ A n d  eve n  
in  l e s s e r  in s t ance s  o f  mercy,  the re  i s  a  luxur y  which  
holy  generous  minds  a lone can know, and with which  
a l l  t h e  g r a t i f i c a t i on s  o f  van i t y  and  t h e  p l e a s u re s  o f  
sense  cannot  be  brought  in to  compar i son.  God i s  the  
happies t  of  beings ,  because he i s  the most  benevolent .  
I t  i s  e x p r e s s l y  s a i d ,  t h a t  ‘ h e  d e l i g h t e t h  i n  m e rc y.’  
We can form no idea of the manner in which the Deity  
i s  suscept ible  of  p leasure;  i t  i s  enough for  us  to know,  
that  in whatever manner this  del ight i s  exper ienced, i t  
a r i s e s  f ro m  t h e  e xe rc i s e  o f  m e rc y ;  a n d  s u re l y  i f  i t  
admini s ter s  p lea sure  to  h im that  s i t s  on the throne,  i t  
migh t  be  expec ted  to  a f fo rd  some o f  the  pure s t  b l i s s  
that mortals know on earth.

Le t  any  man  be  ab l e  to  app rop r i a t e  to  h imse l f  t he  
l anguage  o f  Job,  a l re ady  a l l uded  to  in  a  fo r mer  pa r t  
of  this  di scour se,  and his  bosom wil l  be conscious of  a  
bl i s s  which a seraph must a lmost  feel  incl ined to envy:  
‘ W h e n  t h e  e a r  h e a rd  m e ,  t h e n  i t  b l e s s e d  m e ;  a n d  
when the eye saw me, i t  gave witness  to me: because I  
de l ivered  the  poor  tha t  c r ied ,  and the  f a ther le s s ,  and 
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h im tha t  had  none  to  he lp  h im.  The  ble s s ing  o f  h im  
tha t  was  ready to  per i sh  came upon me:  and I  caused  
t he  w idow’s  he a r t  t o  s i ng  fo r  j oy.  I  wa s  eye s  t o  the  
b l i nd ,  and  f e e t  wa s  I  t o  t he  l ame.  I  wa s  a  f a t he r  t o  
the  poor :  and the  cause  which I  knew not  I  sea rched  
out.’

4 .  R e m e m b e r  yo u r  ow n  d e p e n d e n c e  o n  D i v i n e  
mercy,  bo th  fo r  a l l  t he  comfor t s  o f  th i s  l i f e,  and  a l l  
t he  b l e s s ing s  o f  the  l i f e  wh ich  i s  to  come.  I t  i s ,  i n - 
deed, an impress ive considerat ion, eminently calculated  
on the one hand to encourage our hopes,  but cer tainly  
on the other to awaken our a larm, that we are a l l  most  
en t i re l y  a t  the  mercy  o f  God .  Hav ing  s inned  aga in s t  
h i s  l aw we have for fe i ted our  soul s  to  h i s  jus t ice,  and  
depend for  happines s  on that  g race which he i s  under  
no other obl igat ion to exercise,  than that which he has  
imposed upon h imse l f ,  by  h i s  own promise.  I f  we a re  
ever saved at  a l l ,  i t  must  be by an act  of  goodness  s t i l l  
more  unmer i ted  than  tha t  which  we shou ld  per for m,  
were we to bestow a favour upon the man who had done  
h i s  u t te r mos t  to  in jure  u s .  God cou ld  u t te r ly  de s t roy  
u s ,  and  f rom the  ve r y  r u in s  o f  our  e t e r na l  in t e re s t s ,  
r a i s e  a  monumen t  t o  t h e  p r a i s e  o f  h i s  j u s t i c e .  The  
smoke of  our tor ment a scending up for  ever  and ever,  
would cast no reflection upon the equity of his proceed- 
ing ,  o r  th row any  shadow upon the  per fec t ion  o f  h i s  
admin i s t r a t ion .  ‘God  be  merc i fu l  to  me  a  s inne r ’ ,  i s  
the  humble  pet i t ion which bes t  su i t s  our  charac ter  in  
ever y approach to hi s  throne.  Upon that  mercy we are  
e ve r y  h o u r  l i v i n g .  I t  i s  t h i s  w h i c h  ke e p s  u s  f ro m  
dropping into the pi t ,  whence there i s  no redemption;  
th i s  which g ives  us  ever y  comfor t  we enjoy on ear th ;  
th i s  which  opens  to  u s  the  pro spec t  o f  e te r na l  g lo r y. 
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And sha l l  we,  who owe ever yth ing we pos se s s ,  ever y- 
thing we hope for, to the unmer ited grace of God, deny  
the  exe rc i s e  o f  mercy  to  ou r  f e l l ow-c re a tu re s ?  Sha l l  
we,  who mus t  per i sh  e te r na l ly,  un le s s  God be  fu l l  o f  
compassion towards us, be wanting in pity towards those  
who are in any measure dependent for their comfor t on  
u s ?  Whe re  i s  t h e  h e a r t  t h a t  c a n  re s i s t  t h e  f o rc e  o f  
these considerat ions? Let us yie ld our selves up to their  
influence, and convince the world that the wisdom which  
descendeth f rom above,  i s  indeed what  the  Scr ip ture s  
declare it to be, ‘full of mercy and good fruits.’

I  have  now on ly  to  connec t  my d i s cour se  wi th  the  
par t i cu la r  ob jec t  for  which i t  i s  de l ivered .  I  have  the  
honour to p lead th i s  evening on beha l f  o f  the City  of  
London Lying-in Ins t i tut ion.  Such an Inst i tut ion must  
s pe ak  fo r  i t s e l f  t o  eve r y  f e e l i ng  hea r t ,  and  spe ak  in  
accents to which eloquence, did I  possess  i t ,  could add  
no power whatever. This char ity is designed to mitigate,  
as f ar as human aid can do it, the suffer ings of a season,  
which, with singular emphasis and propr iety, is denomi- 
nated ‘woman’s  hour  of  sor row.’ A wise  and r ighteous  
Providence has seen f it to visit with peculiar agony that  
sex,  which introduced transg ress ion to the world;  thus  
rais ing up, even in the midst of our dearest social  com- 
for t s ,  a  la s t ing memor ia l  of  the f a l l ,  and an impress ive  
comment on the evi l  nature of  s in .  But  a l though God  
ha s  thus  severe ly  v i s i t ed  the  mother s  o f  mankind ,  he  
has not placed them in these awful moments beyond the  
l e g i t ima t e  e xe rc i s e  o f  ou r  t ende re s t  c ompa s s i on .  I f  
there  be one sea son above a l l  o ther s  in  the h i s tor y  of  
female suffer ings, which prefer s a stronger, larger claim  
upon our interest ,  i t  i s  then, when in the act of g iving  
l i fe,  she exposes  her  own.  I t  i s  an hour for midable  to 
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al l .  It  i s  a season of deep solicitude even in those f ami- 
l i e s ,  whe re  eve r y  a s s i s t a n ce  and  eve r y  comfo r t  t h a t  
wea l th  c an  pu rcha s e,  c an  be  e a s i l y  ob t a ined .  Th ink ,  
then, what it  must be in the chamber of pover ty, where  
no mit igat ion can be had, except i t  be administered by  
t h e  h a n d  o f  m e rc y.  H ow  m a ny  o f  my  h e a re r s  h ave  
real ised the case in which a vir tuous pair,  joined in the  
ho l y  b and s  o f  ma t r imony,  h ave  wa t ched  toge the r  i n  
trembling anxiety the ar r ival of that eventful hour, which  
was to unite their hear ts by a new tie, or separate them  
f o r  eve r.  Wi th  wha t  d i s t re s s i ng  a g i t a t i on ,  and  w i t h  
what  g loomy presages ,  has  the wi fe  brooded upon the  
untr ied ,  approaching,  unavoidable  scene;  how has  the  
husband employed every device and every effor t to calm  
the per turbat ions of that hear t  which he wished always  
to  be  a t  peace,  t i l l  f ind ing ever y  exer t ion unava i l ing ,  
both together have dropped upon their knees, and com- 
mit ted the keeping of  her body in wel l-doing into the  
hands  o f  a  f a i th fu l  Crea tor.  Think,  then,  ye  mother s ,  
i f  with every comfor t at command, the prospect and the  
real i ty were so trying, what must be that same prospect  
and  tha t  s ame rea l i t y,  rendered  add i t iona l l y  awfu l  by  
t h e  t e r ro r s  o f  pove r t y.  Th ink ,  ye  hu sb and s ,  wha t  i t  
would  be  for  you to  ant ic ipa te  such a  sea son,  for  the  
ob jec t  o f  your  war mes t  ea r th ly  love,  wi thout  a  s ing le  
comfor t  w i th in  your  re ach  to  mi t i g a t e  the  su f f e r ing  
wh ich  you  know she  mus t  endure.  Such  a  re f l e c t ion  
must surely excite your tenderest  pi ty,  and ensure your  
greatest liberality.

I t  i s  t oo  p robab l e  t h a t  many  exce l l en t  women  a re  
a n nu a l l y  l o s t  t o  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s  a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  
through a want of  those comfor ts ,  which the season of  
chi ld-bir th indispensably requires .  Not that  they actu-
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al ly die within the month of their  conf inement,  but in  
consequence of  not receiving the proper medica l  help,  
and especia l ly  of  not  having that  sui table nour i shment  
which nature demands when she beg ins to recover, their  
const i tut ions  are  impaired,  and a f ter  s t r uggl ing amidst  
increasing exer tions for a few months or years, they sink  
to an early g rave, and leave their chi ldren to the mercy  
o f  the  wor ld .  I t  i s  an  exe rc i s e  o f  mercy,  I  admi t ,  to  
t ake  these  babes  f rom the  a r ms  o f  the i r  expi r ing  mo- 
ther s ,  and br ing them up with tenderness and care; but  
it is f ar greater mercy to do all in our power to continue  
to them the l i fe  and at tent ion of  those mother s  them- 
se lve s ,  whose  p l ace  no s t r anger  can  ent i re ly  f i l l .  Nor  
does the mischief  of such neglect end here.  Should the  
life of the mother be spared, it is with an enfeebled con- 
s t i tu t ion  which  bu t  i l l  qua l i f i e s  he r  to  d i s cha rge  the  
dut ie s  o f  a  nur se.  The  ch i ld ren  in  consequence  g row  
up a  weak and s ick ly  race,  unf i t ted ,  to  a  cons iderable  
extent ,  to  ear n thei r  da i ly  bread by the sweat  of  the i r  
b row,  and  mi se r y  and  want  a re  thu s  pe r pe tua ted  and  
entai led from one generat ion to another.  Sound pol icy  
there fore,  no le s s  than Chr i s t ian mercy,  should render  
the community peculiarly disposed to suppor t, wherever  
they are necessar y,  such char i t ies  as  that ,  the mer i t s  of  
which have now been detailed.

I f  any th ing  more  we re  wan t ing  to  en su re  a  l i b e r a l  
suppor t  of  th i s  exce l lent  Ins t i tut ion,  I  would ment ion  
the genuine,  ardent g rat i tude of  those who, f rom t ime  
to time, have been relieved and assisted by its exer tions.  
For i t  must  be admit ted,  that  a l though the coldness  of  
ing rat i tude should not be a l lowed to f reeze the s t ream  
o f  mercy,  the  a rdour  o f  a  thank fu l  hea r t  c au se s  i t  to  
f l ow in  g re a t e r  abundance,  and  w i th  a  more  ce r t a in 
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cour se.  The recipients  of  this  char i ty are a lways,  with- 
out exception, grateful for it.

Be  merc i fu l ,  t he re fo re,  i n  th i s ,  and  in  eve r y  o the r  
c a s e  o f  human  mi s e r y,  to  the  ex t en t  o f  your  ab i l i t y.  
Many wi l l  bles s  you for  your benevolence:  and even i f  
g rat i tude had le f t  the ear th,  your witness  i s  in heaven,  
a n d  yo u r  r ewa rd  i s  o n  h i g h .  A  d ay  i s  a p p ro a c h i n g  
when ,  no t  a  cup  o f  co l d  wa t e r  a dm in i s t e red  t o  t h e  
parched lips of wretchedness, in obedience to the autho- 
r i t y,  and  in  imi t a t ion  o f  the  mercy,  o f  God ,  sha l l  be  
either forgotten, or overlooked, by him who has the des- 
t i ny  o f  man  a t  h i s  d i s po s a l .  To  t h e  s o l emn i t i e s  a nd  
decisions of that day I refer you.



	�

	 243

SMALL BEGINNINGS NOT TO 

BE  

DESPISED

A SERMON,

PREACHED FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE PORT OF 

LONDON SOCIETY,  

FOR PROMOTING RELIGION AMONG SEAMEN, 

ON BOARD THE FLOATING CHAPEL, 

MOORED OFF WAPPING STAIRS, IN THE RIVER THAMES, 

9 MAY 1820

The kingdom of heaven is l ike to a grain of mustard seed,  
which a man took and sowed in his field. Which, indeed, is the  
least of all seeds; but when it is grown, it is the greatest among  
herbs, and becometh a tree; so that the birds of the air come  
and lodge in the branches thereof.
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In an advertisement pref ixed to this sermon the author states  
that the reader will f ind in one or two parts some slight resem- 
bl ance  to  the  mode  o f  i l lu s t r a t ion  adopted  by  Mr  Jay  in  a  
sermon on the same text, but that it was impossible to avoid this  
without omitting sentiments naturally suggested by the words.
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Zechariah 4:9

For who hath despised the day of small things?

Despondency para lyses  exer t ion,  but hope s t imulates  
and  suppor t s  i t .  The  man who commences  an  under- 
taking with a foreboding that it will f ai l ,  is l ikely by his  
fear s  to ensure the fu l f i lment of  hi s  predict ion;  whi le,  
on  t he  o the r,  h and ,  t h e  hope  o f  s u c ce s s  i s  among s t  
t h e  s ubo rd i n a t e  mean s  o f  ob t a i n i ng  i t .  Eve r y  g re a t  
under taking,  especia l ly  where the scheme i s  novel  and  
the dif f icult ies are many, requires in its  agents a tempe- 
r a tu re  o f  sou l ,  i f  no t  approach ing  to  en thus i a sm,  ye t  
ve r y  f a r  above  l ukewar mne s s  o r  dep re s s i on .  To  suc- 
ceed ,  we mus t  ca l cu l a te  upon succe s s .  I t  i s  ve r y  t r ue  
there  mus t  be  prudence,  but  i t  mus t  not  be  tha t  pru- 
dence  which crea te s  t imid i ty  and ch i l l s  the  a rdour  o f  
t h e  m ind .  I t  mu s t  gu i de  bu t  no t  f re e z e  t h e  cu r ren t  
of our zeal.

De spondency  i s  neve r  so  l i ke l y  to  be  f e l t  a s  a t  the  
commencement of  an under taking,  when there are few  
to suppor t  i t ,  and many to oppose i t ;  when the beg in- 
n ing  i s  so  sma l l  a s  to  exc i t e  the  apprehens ions  o f  i t s  
f r iends,  and the der i s ion of i t s  enemies.  The Jews who  
re tur ned f rom the Babyloni sh  capt iv i ty  fe l t  th i s  when  
they applied themselves to the rebuilding of the temple.  
Few in number, poor in circumstances,  dishear tened by 
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t he i r  pove r t y,  and  oppo sed  by  the  re s t l e s s  ma l i gn i t y  
o f  cra f ty  enemies ,  they proceeded for  some t ime with  
chee r l e s s  hea r t .  When  the  founda t ion s  o f  the  s a c red  
edif ice were laid, the s ires who had seen the magnitude  
and splendour of the f i r s t  temple,  wept as  they foresaw  
how in f e r io r  to  i t  wou ld  be  the  s econd .  The i r  t e a r s  
must have been as fr iendly to the hopes of their younger  
bre thren ,  a s  a  shower  o f  ha i l  i s  to  the  buds  and blos- 
soms of  spr ing.  The Samar i tans der ided the work with  
the most cruel scorn, and tauntingly exclaimed that i f  a  
f ox  ven tu red  upon  t h e  wa l l ,  i t  wou l d  d emo l i s h  t h e  
bu i l d ing .  To  comp le t e  the  d i s cour agement ,  the  Jews  
in Chaldea despised the commencement as too feeble to  
be  crowned wi th succes s ,  and on th i s  g round excused  
themselves from returning to their own land, and to the  
as s i s tance of  their  f r iends.  Every thing was dishear ten- 
ing .  A t  th i s  c r i t i c a l  j unc tu re,  the  p rophe t  wa s  com- 
miss ioned to encourage them in the name of the Lord.  
He was  charged to  a s sure  them tha t  Zerubbabe l ,  who  
had la id the foundat ion,  ‘ should br ing for th the head- 
s tone thereof with shoutings,  cr ying g race,  g race,  unto  
i t ’ ;  and that  there fore  the day of  smal l  th ings  was  not  
to be despised. The animating inter rogation of the text  
has become the watchword of Chr istians in their labours  
o f  love ;  they  have  repea ted  i t ,  to  e ach  o the r  a s  they  
have gone forth to their work, and when discouragement  
has lowered around them, they have, by the power of its  
f a s c ina t ion ,  cha r med  away  the i r  f e a r s ,  and  awakened  
their hopes.

Thi s  i s  my sub jec t ,  then ,  on the  pre sent  in te re s t ing  
occa s ion,  ‘Smal l  beg innings  a re  not  to  be  desp i sed .’ I  
sha l l  cons ider  th i s  s en t iment  in  app l i ca t ion  to  publ i c  
institutions and to personal religion.
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I .  I  sha l l  app ly  the  sen t iment  to  those  publ i c  in s t i - 
tutions which have for their object the glory of God in  
the sa lvat ion of man. The age in which we l ive i s  hap- 
pily and honourably distinguished by a spir it of relig ious  
zea l .  The church of  God,  awakened f rom the s lumber  
of ages, is going for th from the chamber of her too long  
repose,  to  do the work appointed to her  by the Lord.  
Ingenuity has been united to benevolence, and the wis- 
dom which descends from above into the mind of man,  
‘ h a s  b e e n  s e e k i n g  a n d  wa t c h i n g  f o r  n ew  f o r m s  o f  
human want or misery, that it may meet them with new  
for ms of  p i ty  and of  a id .  So many are the as socia t ions  
throughout our country, for humane and pious purposes  
of  ever y for m, that  char i ty,  where i t  has  but a  sol i tar y  
o f f e r ing ,  i s  a lmos t  bewi lde red  in  i t s  cho ice.’ In s t i tu- 
t ion s  have  a r i s en ,  and  a re  s t i l l  a r i s ing ,  in t ended  and  
adapted to convey the bless ings of  eter nal  l i fe  to those  
who are per ishing for lack of knowledge. Some of these  
a re  o f  a  nove l  charac te r,  and other s  for med upon the  
model of societies which are already in existence, and in  
succe s s fu l  ope r a t ion .  Here,  the  f r i end s  o f  Immanue l  
unite their  energ ies  to send the gospel  to the heathen;  
there, are others associated for the purpose of enlighten- 
i ng  t he  he a then  a t  home.  He re,  a  f ew  p iou s  you th s  
ag ree  to  commence a  Sunday school  in  a  v i l l age ;  and  
there, a band of zealous Chr istians combine their effor ts  
to erect a new place of worship in a benighted par t of a  
large and populous town. Here is  commenced a society  
for distr ibuting tracts ,  and there another for circulat ing  
t h e  S c r i p t u re s .  He re  i s  a  s ch eme  f o r  p re a ch i ng  t h e  
go spe l  t o  s a i l o r s ,  a nd  t h e re  f o r  e x t end ing  a  s im i l a r  
b l e s s i ng  t o  t h e  i nh ab i t an t s  o f  a  v i l l a g e.  I n  many  o f  
these  ca ses ,  th ings  are  su f f ic ient ly  d i scourag ing a t  the 
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beg inn ing .  L i t t l e  pa t ronage  smi l e s  upon  the  s cheme,  
l i t t l e  p rope r t y  en r i che s  i t s  f und s ,  l i t t l e  a s s i s t ance  i s  
brought to i t s  labour s .  The t imid are a fra id to act ,  the  
ignorant  ques t ion ,  the  cav i l l ing  ob jec t ,  the  contemp- 
tuous  sneer ;  and even many f rom whom bet ter  th ings  
might be expected refuse their  help,  t i l l  a t  length even  
the fr iends of the scheme themselves beg in to fear that  
i t  must  be abandoned.  They only who have known by  
exper i ence  wha t  i t  i s  to  o r ig ina te  a  new in s t i tu t ion ,  
especially if it be out of the ordinary routine of Chr istian  
effort, can form an adequate idea of the labour, patience,  
and heroism, which are requisite to car ry it to matur ity,  
amidst  the doubts  of  the scept ica l ,  the mis takes  of  the  
ignorant ,  the misrepresentat ions of  the s landerous,  and  
the cold and se l f i sh ca lcula t ions  of  the lukewar m. But  
s t i l l  sma l l  b eg inn ing s  a re  no t  t o  b e  d e sp i s ed ;  and  I  
sha l l  a s s i gn  some rea son s  on  which  th i s  s en t iment  i s  
founded.

1.  I n  many  i n s t a n c e s ,  t h e  mo s t  wo n de r f u l  e f f e c t s  
have  re su l ted  f rom cause s  apparent ly  ver y  sma l l .  I t  i s  
so in nature.* The oak,  in whose mighty shade a  herd  
of  cat t le  repose and ruminate in comfor t ,  was  once an  
acorn, which an inf ant might have g rasped in his hand,  
or  a  spar row have car r ied in  her  beak.  The r iver  tha t  
f loa t s  a  navy,  and  becomes  the  means  o f  f e r t i l i t y  and  
the inlet of wealth to an empire, i f  traced to its  source,  
wou ld  be  f ound  a  s t re am wh i ch  t he  t r ave l l e r  m igh t  
cover  wi th  h i s  foot .  I t  i s  the  s ame in  the  in te l l ec tua l  
wor ld .  There  wa s  a  t ime  when Johnson  was  l e a r n ing  
h i s  a l phabe t ,  Newton  l ay ing  the  ba s i s  o f  h i s  ma the- 
matical fame in committing to memory the multiplication 

*	 The  au tho r  i s  i ndeb t ed  t o  Mr  J a y ’ s  s e rmon  on  t h e  s ame  t ex t  f o r  
the ideas which suggested these illustrations of the sentiment.
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t ab l e,  and  Mi l ton  c a t ch ing  the  in sp i r a t ion  o f  poe t r y  
upon  h i s  mothe r ’s  knee,  f rom the  r ude  hymns  o f  h i s  
t i m e .  I t  i s  t h e  s a m e  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  wo r l d .  K i n g - 
doms,  i f  t raced to the f i r s t  occas ion of  their  eminence  
would be found beg inning with a thought or feel ing in  
the bosom of ambit ion, a waking vis ion, or a midnight  
dream. But  th i s  idea  i s  most  s t r ik ing ly  exempl i f ied in  
the  wor ld  o f  g race.  Survey the commencement  o f  the  
Chr i s t i an  re l i g ion .  You  know to  wha t  an  ex t en t  the  
gospe l  has  preva i led.  At  one t ime i t  had spread over  a  
g re a t  p a r t  o f  A s i a  and  A f r i c a ,  a s  we l l  a s  o f  Eu rope.  
You know how many nat ions s t i l l  profess  to bel ieve i t .  
You know also that its influence shall be extended in the  
millennial per iod of the church, even till the whole earth  
shal l  be f i l led with the knowledge of the Lord. A t ime  
i s  a t  hand when not  a  ve s t ige  o f  many a  wide- spread  
super s t i t ion sha l l  be found upon the f ace of  the ear th,  
excep t  i n  the  museums  o f  m i s s i ona r y  soc i e t i e s .  And  
what was the commencement of this  univer sal  rel ig ion?  
It  happened that as a Jewish couple were journeying to  
be enrolled in their native city, they ar r ived at a vil lage,  
whe re,  no t  ob t a i n i ng  a c commoda t i on  i n  t h e  i nn  o r  
caravanserai, they took up with the shelter of the stable.  
In  th i s  r ude  p l a ce,  t he  f ema l e  wa s  ove r t aken  by  the  
pangs  o f  l abour.  She was  de l ivered o f  a  ch i ld ,  which ,  
f o r  wan t  o f  a  c r ad l e,  s he  l a i d  i n  t he  mange r.  The re  
wa s  t h e  commencemen t  upon  e a r t h  o f  t h a t  s c h eme  
which shall f i l l  the world with its blessings, and eternity  
w i th  i t s  f ame.  The  ch i l d  t hen  i n t roduced  to  mor t a l  
exis tence was the Son of God and the Saviour of  men.  
Al l  the  pa s t  t r iumphs  o f  the  gospe l ,  a l l  tha t  i t  i s  now  
do ing ,  a l l  the  g lo r iou s  v i c to r i e s  i t  i s  ye t  to  ach ieve,  
or iginated in the stable of Bethlehem.
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Retrace the cause of  Protes tant i sm to i t s  commence- 
men t .  Look  ab road  on  th a t  g re a t  po r t i on  o f  Eu rope  
wh ich  ha s  shaken  o f f  the  yoke  o f  Rome,  and  i s  now  
enjoying the l ight  of  a  purer  f a i th:  England,  Scot land,  
Holland, Switzerland, the Protestant States of Germany,  
Sweden, Denmark, al l  once fol lowed the beast and bore  
h i s  image.  F i f ty  mi l l ions  a re  now as ser t ing the i r  r ight  
to wor ship God according to the dictates  of  their  own  
consc iences ,  who,  three  centur ie s  ago,  were  g roaning  
benea th  the  f e t t e r s  o f  the  man o f  s in .  And wha t  wa s  
P ro t e s t an t i sm in  i t s  o r i g in ?  A  con fede r a t ion  o f  mo- 
narchs  and bi shops  uni t ing their  energ ies  to res i s t  and  
break the tyranny that had so long oppressed the world?  
Noth ing  o f  the  sor t .  I t  was  mere ly  the  oppos i t ion  o f  
an Augustine monk to a Dominican fr iar respecting the  
f l ag i t ious  prac t ice  o f  se l l ing  indulgences .  I t  was  con- 
f ined  to  the  bo som o f  Lu the r,  who h imse l f  knew no  
more whither his  zeal  was car r ying him than his  oppo- 
nen t  d id .  Hi s  inc rea s ing  e f fo r t s  in  oppos i t ion  to  the  
papal superstition were for a long time despised by those  
who had the g reatest  interest  in opposing and ar rest ing  
them, as  i s  evident f rom the reply of  Leo the Tenth to  
a n  e c c l e s i a s t i c  who  h ad  s e n t  h im  s ome  o f  Lu t h e r ’s  
work s :  ‘B ro the r  Mar t in ,’ s a i d  the  pope  in  h i s  l e t t e r,  
‘ i s  a  man of  f ine  genius ,  and these  squabble s  a re  only  
the effusions of monastic envy.’

Con t emp l a t e  t h e  p rog re s s  o f  Me thod i sm ,  f rom i t s  
smal l  beg innings,  under i t s  indef at igable founder.  That  
sys tem which now reckons near ly  ha l f  a  mi l l ion mem- 
ber s  and a  thousand preacher s ,  which has  i t s  mis s ion- 
ar ies in every quar ter of the globe, which is continually  
a nd  d e s e r ved l y  r i s i n g  i n  pub l i c  e s t e em ,  wa s ,  a bou t  
seventy year s  ago, conf ined to two minister s ,  and some 
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th i r ty  or  fo r ty  member s ,  who had  to  work  the i r  way  
against  the brutal  violence of the mob, the injust ice of  
mag istrates,  the frowns of lukewarm Chr ist ians, and the  
contempt of  inf idel s .  The his tory of  thi s  indef at igable,  
zealous, and useful denomination, wil l  s tand to the end  
of  t ime, as  a  cheek to the despondency, and an encou- 
r agement  to  the  hope s ,  o f  tho se  who a re  anx iou s  to  
glorify God in seeking the salvation of their fellow-creatures.

Meditate upon the beg innings of  the most  i l lus tr ious  
o f  t he  i n s t i t u t i on s  wh i ch  a re  now emp loyed  fo r  t he  
b ene f i t  o f  t h e  human  r a c e.  The  London  Mi s s i ona r y  
Society, which expends nearly thir ty thousand pounds a  
year  in  the spread of  the gospe l  amongst  the heathen;  
wh i ch  ha s  more  th an  a  hund red  mi s s i ona r i e s  s p re ad  
ove r  Eu rope,  A s i a ,  A f r i c a ,  a nd  Amer i c a ;  wh i ch  h a s  
been the means  o f  abol i sh ing idola t r y  in  e ight  i s l ands  
of the Southern Pacif ic Ocean, and establishing churches  
in  the  hear t  o f  South Af r ica ,  and pr in t ing  the  Scr ip- 
t u re s  i n  a  l a n gu ag e  s poken  by  a  f ou r t h  p a r t  o f  t h e  
i nhab i t an t s  o f  t he  g lobe,  wa s ,  twen ty - s i x  ye a r s  a go,  
conf ined to the consultations of nine ministers, who met  
in the metropol i s  to make the matter a subject  of  con- 
ference and prayer.

The Baptist  Mission to the East ,  whose labour s in the  
depar tment of translating the Scr iptures into the or iental  
l anguages ,  are  so incredibly g reat  and succes s fu l ,  a s  to  
render  a lmos t  super f luous  the  g i f t  o f  tongues ;  which  
c an  numbe r  among s t  i t s  a g en t s  men  who s e  f ame  i n  
E a s t e r n  l i t e r a t u re  h a s  e c l i p s ed  t h e  s p l endou r  o f  S i r  
Wil l iam Jones ’s  name; which has  infused the leaven of  
Chr ist ian truth and Chr ist ian pr inciple into many par ts  
o f  the  g rea t  mas s  o f  the  Ind i an  popu la t ion ,  f rom the 



252	 works of john angell james volume i�

mouths  o f  the  Ganges  to  the  banks  o f  the  Indus :  th i s  
d i s t ingui shed socie ty  was ,  e ight  and twenty year s  ago,  
the project  o f  a  few mini s ter s  a s soc ia ted a t  Ket ter ing,  
the most  act ive and zea lous of  whom, notwithstanding  
his present unr ivalled literary renown, was then working  
a t  one of  the humblest  t rades ;  and though dis t r ibut ing  
the bread of  l i fe  to other s  on a  Sabbath,  was  on other  
day s  ea r n ing  h i s  own da i l y  b read  by  the  swea t  o f  h i s  
brow.

The  B r i t i s h  a nd  Fo re i gn  B i b l e  So c i e t y,  t h a t  mo s t  
splendid luminary in the f irmament of relig ious benevo- 
lence, holding its high station, sur rounded by a thousand  
satellites, and perpetually pour ing the light of revelation  
upon mi l l ion s  who,  wi thout  i t ,  mus t  s i t  in  da rkne s s ;  
that  most  g lor ious  society,  which has  a l ready spent  ( i f  
we  t ake  in to  ca l cu l a t ion  wha t  ha s  been  expended  by  
s imi lar  ins t i tut ions  abroad)  a  mi l l ion s ter l ing,  and put  
into c irculat ion three mil l ion copies  of  the Scr iptures ;  
whose  pra i se s  a re  heard in  near ly  a l l  l ands ,  for  near ly  
a l l  l a nd s  on  e a r t h  re c e ive  i t s  b ene f i t s ;  t h a t  s ub l ime  
associat ion was,  s ixteen year s ago, no more than a pur- 
pose enter ta ined by a few Chr is t ians  met together as  a  
committee to transact the business  of  another re l ig ious  
i n s t i t u t ion ;  a  pu r po se  a r i s i ng  inc iden t a l l y  ou t  o f  an  
appl icat ion then made by a  mini s ter  present  for  a s s i s t- 
ance  to  supp ly  h i s  Wel sh  bre thren wi th  an  ed i t ion o f  
the Scr iptures  in their  own tongue.  Had the most  san- 
gu ine  en thu s i a s t  h e a rd  t h e i r  conve r s a t i on  and  t h e i r  
pur pose,  and  seen  them meet  aga in  and  aga in ,  a s  the  
ob jec t  swe l led  in  magni tude,  and br ightened in  g lor y  
upon their view, would he have anticipated a hundredth  
p a r t  o f  wha t  h a s  b een  done ;  o r  h ad  he  ven tu red  t o  
predict  that  so much would have been accomplished in 
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s i x t e en  ye a r s ,  wou ld  no t  more  coo l  and  c a l cu l a t i ng  
minds  have  dec l a red  tha t  h i s  en thus i a sm had  r i s en  to  
madnes s ?  A l l  the se  in s t ance s  a re  s t r ik ing  i l lu s t r a t ions  
o f  the  sent iment  tha t  ‘ sma l l  beg innings  a re  not  to  be  
de sp i s ed ’ ;  and  tha t  the  mos t  a s ton i sh ing  e f f e c t s  f re - 
quen t l y  a r i s e  f rom cau s e s  appa ren t l y  f e eb l e.  Le t  the  
Chr i s t i an  ph i l an throp i s t ,  who,  amids t  the  d i f f i cu l t i e s  
with which he has to contend in the prosecution of his  
s chemes ,  i s  re ady  to  de spond ,  l ook  a t  the s e  sub l ime  
monumen t s  o f  Ch r i s t i a n  z e a l ,  t h ank  God ,  a nd  t a ke  
courage.  Let  him see f rom what l i t t le  spr ings  of  bene- 
vo l ence  have  a r i s en  the  m igh t i e s t  r ive r s  wh i ch  eve r  
f l owed  th rough  the  w i l de r ne s s  o f  human  i gno r ance,  
want, and misery.

2 .  We  shou ld  no t  d e s p i s e  t h e  d ay  o f  sma l l  t h i ng s ,  
because the power of  God can s t i l l  render the feebles t  
instruments productive of the g reatest results .  Omnipo- 
tence is among the most sublime and glor ious attr ibutes  
of  Jehovah.  I t  i s  ce lebrated in the lof t ies t  s t ra ins  upon  
the  page s  o f  reve l a t ion ,  and  i s  man i f e s t ed  by  a l l  t he  
works  and wonder s  o f  crea t ion.  I t  i s  the ter ror  of  the  
wicked, and the confidence of the r ighteous: the comfort  
and  the  re fuge  o f  human  weakne s s .  By  omnipo tence  
we mean God’s abi l i ty to do everything which his  wis- 
dom determines r ight to be done. In relat ion to such a  
be ing ,  d i f f i cu l ty  i s  a  word  wi thout  mean ing .  He  can  
work by feeble means,  without means,  or against  them.  
He spake and i t  was done; he commanded and i t  s tood  
f a s t .  In  innumerab l e  in s t ance s  he  ha s  emp loyed ,  and  
rendered successful, instruments which were the last that  
we should  have  chosen .  The rod o f  Moses  was ,  in  a l l  
probability, a rough, shapeless, and frag ile stick, and yet  
wha t  wonder s  were  wrough t  by  i t .  Who wou ld  have 
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thought  o f  bes ieg ing a  for t i f ied  c i ty  wi th the bla s t  o f  
rams’ horns, or attacking an entrenched camp with lamps  
and  p i t che r s ;  o r  ove rcoming  the  power s  o f  da rkne s s ,  
and foi l ing the gates of hel l ,  by the crucif ixion of their  
Opponent .  When a new re l ig ion was to be es tabl i shed  
upon the ruins of those previously existing in the world,  
and al l  nat ions were to be conver ted to i t  f rom systems  
to which they were r iveted by a l l  the power of  pre ju- 
dice,  pr ide,  and super s t i t ion,  who would have se lected  
f ishermen to be its apostles, or what could have rendered  
them succes s fu l  in  thei r  mis s ion? ‘Ye see your ca l l ing,  
b re th ren ,’ s a id  the  apo s t l e,  ‘ how tha t  no t  many  wi s e  
men a f ter  the f le sh,  not  many mighty,  not  many noble  
a re  ca l l ed :  but  God ha th  chosen the  foo l i sh  th ings  o f  
the world to confound the wise ;  and God hath chosen  
the  weak  th ing s  o f  the  wor ld  to  confound the  th ing s  
which  a re  mighty ;  and  ba se  th ing s  o f  the  wor ld ,  and  
th ings  which are  desp i sed,  ha th God chosen,  yea ,  and  
th ing s  which  a re  not ,  to  b r ing  to  nought  th ing s  tha t  
a re ;  tha t  no  f l e sh  shou ld  g lo r y  in  h i s  p re s ence ’ ;  and  
‘ th a t  the  exce l l ency  o f  the  power  migh t  be  o f  God .’  
What could be a br ighter di splay of  divine power than  
empower ing men whose knowledge was conf ined to the  
b e s t  me thod  o f  c a t ch ing  f i s h ,  and  mend ing  ne t s ,  t o  
contend wi th  and conquer  the  s age s ,  the  sy s tems  and  
the pr ide of  phi losophy,  and to break down a re l ig ion  
suppo r t ed  by  au tho r i t y  and  l i t e r a tu re,  t he  power  o f  
education, and the force of example.

But this  view of the Divine operat ions does not war- 
rant us in any pretension to an extraordinary commission,  
or  any enthus ia s t ic  expecta t ion;  we are  not  to  a s sume  
tha t  we a re  r a i s ed  up  for  some g rea t  pur pose,  and  to  
a ccompl i sh  some g rea t  revo lu t ion ,  and  appea l  to  the 
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power of God as containing our inexhaustible resources.  
However,  we may oppose the thought of what God has  
done, and what he can do, to that  desponding sense of  
our own feebleness ,  which would chi l l  a l l  the energ ies  
of  the soul ,  and freeze the s tream of benevolence at  i t s  
source.  Man requi re s  in  ever y  ca se,  an  appara tus  pro- 
por tioned to the effects to be produced, and his physical  
power  mus t  be  r a i sed  to  the  measure  o f  the  expec ted  
re su l t .  I t  i s  not  so  in  the  mora l  wor ld  and wi th  God.  
Here there are no data on which to found a calculation.  
Al l  i s  the ef fect  of  a  sovereign agent who works when,  
and  how,  and  by  whom he  wi l l .  We a re  ce r t a in l y  to  
use appropr iate and adequate means, so far as the judge- 
ment of reason goes, but the g reater may be ineff icient,  
and the lesser effectual.  The rel ig ious tract may impress  
where the Bible  has  f a i led.  The feebles t  preacher  may  
be  the  honoured in s t r ument  o f  conver s ion ,  when the  
mos t  e loquen t  h a s  p re ached  in  va in .  A l l  t h i s  s hou ld  
cer tainly encourage us to per severe amidst many things  
calculated to produce depression and despondency. When  
we have for med our schemes a s  they ever  ought  to be  
for med,  upon scr ip ture  pr inc ip le s ,  and wi th  re l ig ious  
d i s c r e t i o n ,  l e t  u s  t h e n  t a ke  t h e m  by  p r aye r  t o  t h e  
foots tool  of  the divine throne,  where,  for  our comfor t  
we sha l l  hear  i t  dec la red ,  ‘ tha t  power  be longeth unto  
God.’

3.  I t  s hou l d  gu a rd  u s  a g a i n s t  d e s p i s i ng  t h e  d ay  o f  
sma l l  th ings  to  remember  tha t ,  however  d i scourag ing  
appearance s  may  be,  we never  know what  God rea l l y  
i n t end s  to  do  by  u s .  The  power  o f  pene t r a t i ng  i n to  
futur i ty i s  wisely and merci ful ly denied us.  Man would  
be  no ga iner,  so  f a r  a s  h i s  happines s  i s  concer ned,  by  
be ing  the  p rophe t  o f  h i s  own h i s to r y.  In  some ca s e s 
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we should be cheered by a foresight of success ,  and the  
joys in store for us;  but upon the whole, i t  i s  inf initely  
in our f avour that both our joys and our sor rows should  
be disc losed to us only by the moments that  g ive them  
bir th. So we can never look to the result of our actions  
in  the i r  in f luence  upon other s .  No man who devote s  
h imse l f  to  the  cause  o f  re l ig ious  benevolence  can s ay  
what  use  God intends  to  make of  h im,  but  i t  i s  o f ten  
f a r  g re a t e r  th an  he  i s  awa re.  L i t t l e  d id  i t  en t e r  i n to  
the mind of Raikes, when, touched with compassion for  
the ignorant  and wicked youth of  Glouces ter,  he co l- 
lected them to learn their letter s, and then led the litt le  
ragged group from the scene of instruction to the house  
of  God; that  he was at  that  t ime laying the foundat ion  
o f  a  sy s tem which would  spread  throughout  Eng land,  
and, f inal ly,  over the world; which would fol low in the  
t ra in of  Chr i s t iani ty to whatever land she directed her  
cour se.  As l i t t le  did i t  enter the mind of Wesley,  when  
he for med hi s  f i r s t  c la s s  o f  ser ious  Chr i s t i ans ,  that  he  
was or ig inating in the relig ious world a new denomina- 
tion, which is bidding fair to r ival the others in numbers,  
a s  i t  ce r t a in ly  exce l s  them in  zea l .  So  when a  f r i end  
o f  the  r i s ing  genera t ion  co l l ec t s  a  Sunday  s choo l  fo r  
poo r  ch i l d ren ,  i t  i s  no t  f o r  h im to  con j e c tu re  wha t  
character s  a re  to i s sue thence to re for m the wor ld ,  or  
bless  the church. Talents  rude, misshapen, and mingled  
even  wi th  the  ba se s t  p rope r t i e s ,  l i ke  go ld  in  a  rock ,  
may there be el ici ted, preparatory to their being at last  
exhibited to the world in the character of the eloquent  
preacher,  or the f a i thful  miss ionary.  When a new place  
of  Chr is t ian wor ship i s  erected,  who wil l  under take to  
p red i c t  where  the  s t re am o f  min i s t e r i a l  succe s s  sha l l  
f i r s t  gush  for th ,  what  sha l l  be  i t s  meander ing  cour se, 
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where it  shal l  touch in its  progress,  what moral fer t i l i ty  
i t  sha l l  produce,  and how long i t  sha l l  be ere i t  i s  los t  
in the ocean of universal good?

I f  a ny  one  conve r t  a  s i nne r  f rom  th e  e r ro r  o f  h i s  
ways  and save a  soul  f rom death,  he may seem to have  
pe r fo r med one  s ing l e  ac t  o f  u se fu lne s s :  bu t  tha t  one  
single act may be the commencement of a ser ies, which,  
in  breadth may reach to the ends  o f  the ear th ,  and in  
length,  to  the end of  t ime.  The conver ted s inner  may  
be, in his turn, the instrument of conversion to another,  
who removing  to  a  d i s t an t  c l ime,  may  ca r r y  the  g l ad  
t i d ing s  o f  s a l va t ion  to  Ind i a  o r  S i am;  and  aga in ,  the  
f ir s t  conver t becoming the head of a f amily, may trans- 
mit rel ig ion to his  chi ldren, and they to their s ,  t i l l  the  
s t re am  o f  good  f l ow ing  onwa rd  f rom  gene r a t i on  t o  
generat ion,  and widening as  i t  f lows,  sha l l  be ar res ted  
on ly  by  the  b l a s t  o f  the  a rchange l ’s  t r ump.  And  i t  i s  
to be recollected, that the r ighteous are to be rewarded,  
not only according to their doings, but according to the  
f r u i t  o f  t he i r  do ing s :  no t  on l y  f o r  t he  s i ng l e  a c t  o f  
sowing  the  good  s eed  o f  the  k ingdom in  one  ba r ren  
spot ,  but  for  a l l  the  waving har ves t s ,  which,  dur ing a  
long success ion of ages,  shal l  have sprung by the power  
of reproduction from the original grain.

4 .  We  shou ld  no t  d e s p i s e  t h e  d ay  o f  sma l l  t h i ng s ,  
b e c au s e,  i n  re l i g i on ,  wha t  may  s e em l i t t l e  by  com- 
par i son, i s ,  when viewed posi t ively and absolutely,  im- 
m e n s e l y  g r e a t .  I n  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t e m p o r a l  
benevolence,  we natura l ly  require the prospect  of  suc- 
ces s  in  some measure propor t ionate,  a s  to the number  
o f  ob jec t s  re l i eved ,  to  our  l abour  and  expense.  Who  
would build a hospital  for the sake of receiving a s ingle  
p a t i e n t ,  o r  a n  a l m s h o u s e  t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  a  s i n g l e 
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p aupe r ?  In  such  a  c a s e  benevo l ence  wou ld  be  re a l l y  
defeated in i t s  object,  and it  would not be wor th while  
t o  do  s o  much  f o r  t h e  a c comp l i s hmen t  o f  s o  l i t t l e .  
There is nothing in the individual object which can g ive  
i t  impor tance;  th i s  must  be der ived f rom an agg regate  
o f  many  such .  But  th i s  remark  wi l l  no t  app ly  to  the  
o b j e c t s  o f  r e l i g i ou s  b en evo l en c e .  The  s ou l  o f  man  
der ives  f rom i t s  immor ta l i ty,  a  wor th which def ie s  a l l  
ca lcu la t ion.  I t  wa i t s  not  for  an  acces s ion o f  o ther s  o f  
i t s  s p e c i e s  b e f o re  i t  c an  a s s ume  t h a t  d eg re e  o f  im- 
por tance  which would ju s t i fy  extended,  l abor ious ,  or  
expens ive  means  for  i t s  s a lva t ion.  I t s  ind iv idua l  va lue  
i s  immen se  and  i n c a l cu l ab l e.  ‘Wha t  s h a l l  i t  p ro f i t  a  
man i f  he gain the whole world and lose his own soul?’  
wa s  a  que s t i on  p ropo sed  by  h im,  who,  h av ing  made  
both the wor ld and the soul ,  must  know their  re la t ive  
value,  and cannot be suspected of unduly elevat ing the  
one,  o r  dep rec i a t ing  the  o the r.  ‘Wha t ,  my  b re th ren ,  
if it be lawful to indulge such a thought, what would be  
the  fune ra l  ob sequ ie s  o f  a  lo s t  sou l ?  Where  sha l l  we  
f ind  the  t e a r s  f i t  to  be  wep t  a t  such  a  spec t ac l e ?  Or  
cou ld  we  re a l i s e  the  c a l ami ty  in  a l l  i t s  ex t en t ,  wha t  
tokens of commiseration and concern would be deemed  
equa l  to the occas ion? Would i t  su f f ice  for  the sun to  
ve i l  h i s  l i gh t ,  and  the  moon her  b r igh tne s s ;  to  cover  
the ocean with mour ning,  and the heavens  with sack- 
c lo th ;  or,  were  the  whole  f abr ic  o f  na ture  to  become  
animated and vocal, would it be possible for her to utter  
a  g roan too deep, or a  cr y too piercing,  to express  the  
magn i tude  and  ex t en t  o f  such  a  c a t a s t rophe? ’ Su re l y  
then, no ef for t  or expense can be thought i l l  bestowed  
or  unsuccess fu l  which has  been the means of  aver t ing,  
even in a single instance, so indescr ibable a catastrophe. How 
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comes  i t  to  pa s s ,  then ,  tha t  we  a re  so  l i t t l e  a f f e c t ed  
by the salvation of a single soul, when from time to time  
i t  occur s? How is i t  that when we do not hear of many  
souls conver ted, we seem to feel as i f  nothing had been  
done?  There can be but  one reason a s s igned,  and that  
is, we look at the innumerable multitude which are seen  
to remain in the gall of bitterness and bonds of iniquity.  
I t  i s  a  dreadful  s ta te of  things where the prevalence of  
ev i l  i s  so  g rea t  tha t  we  f ee l  a lmos t  d i s couraged  f rom  
a t tempt ing to  counterac t  i t  by  indiv idua l  in s tances  o f  
good.  Ju s t  a s  a  per son who behe ld  the  r avages  o f  the  
plague, would scarcely think it  wor th while to save one  
or  two of  h i s  fe l low-creatures  f rom death,  whi le  hun- 
dreds  and thousands  were  exp i r ing  week ly.  So  amids t  
the  mi l l i on s  who  a re  dy ing  unde r  the  power  o f  tha t  
mor a l  pe s t i l ence  wh i ch  r age s  t h rough  the  e a r th ,  we  
th ink too l i t t l e  o f  re scu ing one and another  f rom the  
prevai l ing ruin;  indeed,  the ver y excess  of  des t ruct ion  
seems to  blunt  our  fee l ings .  In  gaz ing round upon an  
extensive churchyard, the thought of death i t se l f  i s  less  
through the number of  i t s  subject s ;  the mind wander s  
off  from the evi l  i t sel f  to i t s  commonness,  and then re- 
turns from this  commonness to the evi l ,  with i t s  sensi- 
b i l i t ie s  wonder fu l ly  hardened.  One s ing le  h i l lock in a  
deser t, where a fellow-creature sleeps in solitude, or one  
uncoff ined corpse, will probably affect us more than the  
mo s t  c rowded  bu r i a l  g round s .  We  v i ew  ou r  s u c c e s s  
re l a t ive l y,  and  j udge  o f  i t  by  compa r i s on .  I f  on l y  a  
s ing le  chi ld  in a  school  i s  devout ly  impres sed,  we im- 
mediately ask what is  one out of two or three hundred?  
When a  so l i t a r y  ind iv idua l  in  a  cong rega t ion  i s  con- 
ver ted  f rom the  e r ror  o f  h i s  ways ,  we make  a  s imi l a r  
enqui r y ;  e spec ia l ly  a re  we in  danger  o f  th i s  when we 
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hear  o f  the  conver s ion o f  on ly  a  sma l l  number  o f  the  
hea then;  What  a re  they,  we exc la im,  out  o f  so  many?  
Wha t  i s  even  a  hundred  rec l a imed  f rom s i x  hundred  
m i l l i o n s ?  S m a l l ,  i t  i s  a d m i t t e d ,  ve r y  s m a l l  i n d e e d .  
But let  us  judge of  our achievements  by their  absolute  
va l u e.  Le t  u s  i nd iv i du a l i s e  e a ch  c a s e ,  l e t  u s  s e t  t h e  
sou l  o f  one  man apa r t  by  i t s e l f .  Le t  u s  v iew i t  in  i t s  
amaz ing  va lue ;  l e t  u s  th ink what  the  s a lva t ion or  the  
l o s s  o f  bu t  on e  human  s p i r i t  i n c l ud e s !  Su ch  i s  t h e  
wor th of the soul and the measureless impor tance of i ts  
interests, that i f  only one human spir it had strayed from  
the  fo ld  o f  God ,  a l l  the  ange l s  in  g lo r y  wou ld  th ink  
themse lve s  we l l  employed to  go in  ques t  o f  the  wan- 
dere r.  The  recover y  o f  th i s  s ing le  immor ta l  f rom the  
hor ror s  of  perdi t ion,  would be accounted an object  of  
suff icient impor tance, to combine and employ the ener- 
g i e s  o f  t h e  un ive r s e .  Th i s  i s  ev i d en t  f rom  t h e  f a c t  
of  there being joy among the angels  of  God over every  
s i n n e r  t h a t  r e p e n t e t h .  A l l  h e ave n  p a r t a ke s  o f  n ew  
r ap ture s ,  no t  mere ly  when a  na t ion  i s  bor n  in  a  day,  
but at  the nat ivi ty of every chi ld of God. Let us,  then,  
look a t  our  succes s  more in  the abs t rac t .  Not  that  we  
should  be  content  to  sock for  l i t t l e,  or  be  indi f fe rent  
whether  we have l i t t le  or  much.  I  am not  now s ta t ing  
the  cons idera t ion which should  regu la te  a  Chr i s t i an ’s  
des i res ,  but such as  may dis s ipate hi s  g loom, and res i s t  
his despondency in a season of comparative discourage- 
ment. I f  i t  be the wil l  of God to g rant i t  us,  we should  
seek to  tur n many to  r ighteousnes s ;  but  where  th i s  i s  
denied,  we should think of  the amount of  good which  
has  been achieved,  i f  but  a  s ing le  soul  has  been saved  
by our instrumenta l i ty.  In thi s  case,  ins tead of  looking  
with a desponding eye upon the mult i tude who are not 
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saved, let us look with delight upon the one who is, and  
think of the inf inite and eternal happiness which will be  
connected with that solitary instance of success.

We may of fend aga ins t  the in junct ion of  the text  by  
ina t t en t ion .  Wheneve r  a  s cheme i s  submi t t ed  to  our  
notice, professing to have for its object the glory of God  
and the best interests of man, let us not turn away with  
heedless  indi f ference,  and refuse to examine i t s  c la ims.  
I t  may  be  nove l ,  i t  may  be  appa ren t l y  i n s i gn i f i c an t ,  
b u t  l e t  i t  b e  e x a m i n e d .  I  a m  n o t  a d vo c a t i n g  a n  
ind i sc r imina te  prec ip i t a te  zea l .  There  may be  a  sp i r i t  
o f  s p e cu l a t i on  i n  t h e  re l i g i ou s  wo r l d ,  a s  we l l  a s  i n  
commerce,  which i s  no les s  in jur ious  to so l id piety in  
the  one,  than  to  mercan t i l e  con f idence  in  the  o ther.  
We are  not  to  countenance the wi ld  pro ject s  o f  ever y  
re l i g iou s  adven tu re r,  bu t  examina t ion  i s  de s i r ab l e  in  
every case,  to detect and expose what i s  bad, as wel l  as  
to support what is good.

Scor n  i s  ano the r  way  o f  de sp i s ing  the  day  o f  sma l l  
things.  I f  the object of a scheme be good, i f  the means  
appea r  ad ap t ed  to  the  end ,  l e t  i t  no t  be  con t emned  
becau se  i t  i s  a t  p re sen t  in  the  in f ancy  o f  i t s  age  and  
o f  i t s  s t reng th .  I t s  suppor t e r s  may  be  f ew and  poor,  
i t s  funds may be low, its  commencement may be feeble,  
but let the benevolence of its design protect it from the  
sneer  o f  contempt .  Al l  tha t  i s  subl ime in  Chr i s t i an i ty  
was  once  conf ined  to  a  l i t t l e  c i rc l e  o f  poor  men and  
women .  To  d e s p i s e  a n  i n s t i t u t i on  b e c au s e  i t  i s  ye t  
limited and contracted in its operations, is like r idiculing  
an infant for not being a man at once.

Neg lec t  i s  another  way o f  s inn ing  aga in s t  the  l e t te r  
and sp i r i t  o f  the text .  There are  some,  who,  a l though  
convinced that the object of an inst i tution is good, and 
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who,  on  th i s  g round ,  a re  kep t  f rom t re a t ing  i t  w i th  
contempt, yet deem it prudent to withhold their support  
t i l l  i t  h a s  become  more  gene r a l l y  known ,  and  more  
f i r mly  e s tabl i shed.  They wai t  t i l l  i t  ha s  been t r ied .  I f  
i t  be succes s fu l ,  they wi l l  a s s i s t  i t s  operat ions ;  i f  i t  be  
popu la r,  they  wi l l  jo in  the  t r a in  o f  i t s  admi re r s .  But  
they  fo rge t  tha t  i f  a l l  men ac ted  upon the i r  s t a r v ing  
p r u d e n c e ,  i t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t h a t  a ny  s c h e m e  s h o u l d  
prosper.  Every society which i s  now shedding bless ings  
upon the world, would, upon this pr inciple, have with- 
e r e d  i n  t h e  bu d  f o r  wa n t  o f  n o u r i s h m e n t .  M a ny  a  
noble phi lanthropic p lan,  has ,  we fear,  per i shed at  the  
feet of its disinterested projector, while men of cold and  
calculating prudence were waiting to see if it succeeded.  
To ass i s t  an object  when i t  i s  in the zenith of  i t s  pros- 
per i ty  ha s  l i t t l e  mer i t ,  i t  i s  sure  then to  f ind f r iends ;  
but i t  i s  a noble and heroic zeal  to come forward in i t s  
suppor t  when i t  i s  s t r ugg l ing  for  ex i s tence  amids t  i t s  
own weaknes s  and the susp ic ion,  ina t tent ion,  neg lect ,  
and r idicule of bystander s.  Let us take care of the poor  
f r iendle s s  in f ant ,  the popular  and prosperous  man can  
t ake  ca re  o f  h imse l f .  There  i s  a  per iod in  the  h i s tor y  
of  every society when our help would be tenfold more  
valuable than at any other t ime; in such a cr is i s ,  when- 
ever it occurs, let us not be backward.

Espec ia l ly,  l e t  those  who are  the  pr inc ipa l  agent s  in  
s chemes  o f  benevo lence,  beware  o f  de sp i s ing  the  day  
o f  sma l l  t h i ng s .  L e t  t h em no t  t oo  s oon  s i nk  i n t o  a  
s t a te  o f  depre s s ion .  Despondency  wi l l  not  on ly  pa ra- 
ly se  the i r  own energ ie s ,  and thus  prevent  the  succe s s  
they  cove t ,  bu t  i t  w i l l  ope r a t e  l i ke  the  touch  o f  the  
t o r pedo,  on  a l l  t h a t  come  w i th in  t he i r  re a ch .  They  
mus t  no t  be  too  s angu ine  to  be  p r udent ,  bu t  a  l i t t l e 
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enthus iasm i s  f ar  bet ter  than much despondency.  They  
a re  l e ader s ,  and  a  pan ic  in  the  commander  i s  su re  to  
communica t e  i t s e l f  t o  the  t roop s .  They  mus t  appea r  
chee r fu l  amid s t  d i s cour agemen t ,  and  hope fu l  amid s t  
d e f e a t .  I f  t h ey  h ave  f e a r s ,  t h ey  mu s t  conce a l  t h em,  
and  exh ib i t  on ly  the i r  hopes .  The i r  courage  mus t  be  
the  ra l ly ing  point  and the  in sp i r ing  theme for  a l l  the  
circle.  The neglect and inattention of other s must have  
no other effect than to increase their own diligence, and  
l ike a mother who loves her babe the more for the per- 
s ecu t ion  and  contumely  to  which  i t  i s  exposed ,  they  
must  c l ing the c loser  to their  f avour i te object ,  in pro- 
por t ion  a s  o ther s ,  who do not  under s t and  i t ,  t rea t  i t  
with contempt.

I I .  I  s h a l l  n ow  a p p l y  t h e  s e n t i m e n t  o f  t h e  t e x t  
to  per sona l  re l ig ion .  1.  Re l ig ion i s  o f ten  sma l l  in  i t s  
commencemen t .  Th i s  i s  no t  a lway s  t he  c a s e.  Some- 
times a transformation of character takes place, as com- 
plete as it  is  rapid. Many per sons of notor iously vicious  
character have been so ent ire ly changed under a s ingle  
ser mon,  that  in  a l l  the i r  v iews,  pur sui t s ,  and fee l ings ,  
they have been, from that hour, new creatures in Chr ist  
Je su s .  Such  in s t ance s  o f  conver s ion  a re  not  the  ord i - 
n a r y  me thod  o f  D iv ine  p rocedu re ;  bu t  t o  deny  th a t  
they ever  take p lace,  i s  to contend aga ins t  indubi table  
te s t imony.  The h i s tor ica l  par t s  o f  the  New Tes tament  
fur ni sh many cases  of  th i s  nature,  amongst  which,  the  
conve r s ion  o f  S t  Pau l  bea r s  a  d i s t ingu i shed  p l a ce.  I t  
mus t  be  admi t ted ,  however,  tha t  the  u sua l  p roce s s  o f  
th i s  g rea t  change  i s  much more  s low.  The  f i gure s  by  
which it  i s  set for th in the Word of God represent i t  as  
a  g radual  work.  ‘The path of  the jus t  i s  a s  the shining  
l i gh t  which  sh ine th  more  and  more  un to  the  pe r f ec t 
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d ay.’ T h e  k i n g d o m  o f  h e ave n  i s  l i ke  t o  a  g r a i n  o f  
mustard seed,  which advances through a l l  the s tages  of  
i n t e r med i a t e  g row th  t o  t h e  magn i t ude  o f  a  t re e .  A  
Chr i s t i an  i s  f i r s t  a  b abe,  t h en  a  young  man ,  t hen  a  
f ather in Chr ist .  In the g rowth of rel ig ion there is  f ir s t  
the blade,  then the ear,  and a f ter  that  the fu l l  cor n in  
the  ear.  Al l  these  f igures  imply  smal l  beg innings ,  and  
slow advances.

A  p iou s  emot ion  p roduced  in  the  hea r t  o f  a  ch i l d ,  
when her  mother  was  expla in ing to her  the ca techi sm  
wh i ch  s h e  h ad  commi t t e d  t o  memor y ;  o r  a  d evou t  
s e r iou sne s s  impre s s ed  upon  he r  mind  by  re ad ing  the  
obituary of some holy youth; the pang of compunction  
excited in the soul of a Sunday school boy, by the affec- 
t ionate expostulat ion of his  teacher ;  the ref lect ion of a  
prodiga l ,  in  the  l and o f  h i s  wander ings  and h i s  v ice s ,  
upon the  admoni t ions  he  had  rece ived  in  h i s  f a ther ’s  
house; the enquiry awakened in a thoughtless bosom by  
a hint dropped in company; such have been the beg in- 
nings,  in many cases ,  of  that rel ig ion which terminates  
in  l i f e  e te r na l .  But  we  wi l l  repre sen t  i t  in  a  fo r m o f  
more  f requent  occur rence.  How of ten does  th i s  g rea t  
work beg in in  the soul  under  a  ser mon,  to  which the  
sinner was drawn by no better motive than that of cur i- 
osity? While hear ing the word with l ist less indifference,  
h i s  a t tent ion i s  roused and f ixed by some pointed re- 
mark of the preacher, which, soft and si lent as the seed  
tha t  drops  f rom the wings  o f  the  wind,  and rad ica te s ,  
where  i t  d rop s ,  l i gh t s  upon  h i s  sou l ,  and  p roduce s  a  
secret  convict ion that  makes  him retur n le s s  easy than  
he came.  I t  i s  not  s t rong enough to res t ra in him f rom  
h i s  ev i l  p r ac t i ce s ,  bu t  i t  p reven t s  h im f rom en joy ing  
them as he once did.  He is  less  happy in evi l  company, 
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wishes  tha t  he had never  heard the ser mon which has  
thus inter rupted hi s  comfor t ,  and beg ins  to fee l  ang r y  
with the preacher  that  has  d i s turbed hi s  peace.  Yet  he  
mus t  go  and  hea r  h im aga in .  Ever y  s e r mon inc rea se s  
h i s  uneas ines s ,  and yet  such i s  the power of  the f a sc i- 
n a t i on  th a t  he  c anno t  keep  away.  The  ev i l  o f  s i n  i n  
genera l ,  and  o f  h i s  own in  pa r t i cu l a r,  inc rea se s  upon  
hi s  v iew. He deter mines  to break of f  wrong pract ices ,  
and per for m re l ig ious  dut ie s .  A l l  i s  now peace.  He i s  
p lea sed wi th  h imse l f ,  and expect s  tha t  God i s  p lea sed  
wi th h im too.  The preacher,  however,  tota l ly  d i s turbs  
th i s  g round le s s  repo se,  by  a s s e r t ing  tha t  i t  i s  no t  by  
works of r ighteousness which we can do, that sa lvat ion  
i s  to be obta ined.  He i s  now plunged into the deepest  
d i s t re s s ,  pe r p l ex i ty,  and  de spondency.  How then  can  
he  be  s aved?  He i s  re ady  to  g ive  up  a l l  fo r  lo s t ,  and  
s ince he cannot be saved by his good deeds, has ser ious  
thought s  o f  re tur n ing  to  h i s  bad  ones ;  fo r  no  man i s  
in  g rea ter  danger  o f  be ing r ive ted to  h i s  s in s  than he  
who despair s  of  their  being pardoned. In this  s i tuat ion  
he  hear s  a  d i scour se  on the  na ture  o f  ju s t i f i ca t ion by  
f a i th  in  the  r i gh teousne s s  o f  Chr i s t .  Th i s  i s  wha t  he  
wanted.  I t  su i t s  h i s  ca se.  He be l ieves ,  and enter s  in to  
res t .  However,  hi s  knowledge may awhi le  remain con- 
tracted, his faith weak, his peace easily disturbed.

2 .  The re  a re  many  way s  i n  wh ich  the  day  o f  sma l l  
things,  in this applicat ion of the sentiment, may be de- 
spi sed.  I t  may be r idiculed as  the f anat ic i sm of  a  weak  
mind, or the enthusiasm of a heated imag ination, or the  
whim of  a  capr ic ious  t a s te.  Many o f  the  conv ic t ions ,  
t a s t e s ,  and  pur su i t s  o f  sp i r i tua l  re l i g ion ,  mus t  nece s- 
s a r i l y  appea r  so  s ingu l a r  to  one  who i s  a  s t r ange r  to  
them, that it  is  no wonder he should smile at them. Let 
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the  scor ner,  however,  beware,  for  r id icu le  a t  re l ig ion  
i s  most  dangerous  spor t .  P ie ty  i s  the image of  God in  
the soul  of  man,  and an insul t  of fered to a  por tra i t ,  i s  
in  ever y  ca se,  next  in  cr ime to mocking the or ig ina l .  
Let those who are the objects  of this  unhal lowed mir th  
be mild but f irm. Let them take it  patiently, and it  wil l  
be  soon  t e r mina ted .  There  i s  no th ing  men  a re  more  
unwi l l ing to spend in va in than thei r  scor n.  They can  
neve r  endure  long  to  wa s t e  the i r  snee r s  upon a  rock  
which neither feels them nor yields to them.

Ridicule i s  not unfrequent ly coupled with direct  op- 
position. Men who f ind that laughter avails nothing, are  
very likely to exchange it for wrath, and try to effect by  
f rowns what  could not  be accompl i shed by je s t s .  Thi s  
was the case with the enemies of the Jews who opposed  
t he  rebu i l d ing  o f  t he  t emp l e.  Pe r s e cu to r s  va r y  bo th  
the i r  weapons  and the i r  method of  a t t ack .  But  in  the  
c a s e  o f  re a l  re l i g ion ,  they  a re  a l l  a l i ke  un succe s s fu l .  
They may a s  we l l  a t tempt  to  a r re s t  the  tempes t  in  i t s  
f l ight ,  a s  to s top the cour se of  a  soul  which i s  soar ing  
to  heaven on the p in ions  o f  f a i th  and love.  They may  
as  soon hope to ext inguish the splendour of  the noon- 
day sun,  a s  expect  to put  out  the l ight  of  d iv ine t ruth  
in a  mind which has  been i l luminated by the Spir i t  of  
God.  I f  they would t r y  the i r  s t rength ,  le t  them go to  
the fores t ,  and p luck up the veteran oak by the roots ,  
for  th i s  i s  an eas ier  achievement  than to eradica te  the  
ver iest sapling which the hand of the Lord hath planted  
in his garden.

Neglec t ,  however,  i s  tha t  which comes  more  imme- 
diately within the spir i t  of this par t of the subject,  as a  
method of  despi s ing the day of  smal l  th ings .  The f i r s t  
appearances of relig ion in the soul do not always receive 
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from other s the prompt, af fect ionate,  and ski l ful  at ten- 
t ion,  which they demand and deserve.  There i s  a  most  
cr iminal  inat tent ion to this  subject  prevai l ing very ex- 
tensively in the churches of God. Per sons whose minds  
have been recently impressed with a sense of the neces- 
s i ty  and impor tance of  re l ig ion,  who have entered the  
paths of  wisdom, with t imid and feeble s teps ,  but who  
are deeply and tremblingly anxious to proceed, are too  
of ten le f t  to jour ney onward amidst  ever y di scourage- 
ment ,  wi thout  one s ing le  f r iend to cong ra tu la te  them  
on their  pas t  prog res s ,  or  to help them in their  future  
cour se.  Of what service to such young travel ler s  would  
be the smile, and the advice, and the encouragement of  
those who had been long in the way! Fir st  impress ions,  
however deep, unless  careful ly watched, l ike the young  
buds of fruit  trees in the spr ing, wil l  soon f al l  off  from  
the  mind and come to  noth ing .  I t  i s  a  wre tched per- 
ver s ion o f  a  subl ime and awfu l  doct r ine  to  s ay,  ‘That  
if the work be of God it will go on without us, and if it  
be  not ,  our  exer t ions  cannot  per petuate  i t .’ The same  
remark  wi l l  app ly  wi th  ju s t  a s  much propr ie ty  to  the  
beg inning of rel ig ion, and render preaching useless ;  for  
he car r ies on by means, no less than he beg ins by them.  
There are many per sons,  i t  i s  to be feared,  who would  
hear with indif ference and neglect the very quest ion of  
the Philippian jailor again asked with agony not infer ior  
to his ,  ‘What shal l  I  do to be saved?’ The cold uncon- 
cer n  and unbending s t i f fne s s  o f  some who s t and h igh  
in the churches  of  Chr i s t ,  a re  a s  reproachful  to them- 
s e l ve s  a s  t h ey  a r e  i n j u r i o u s  t o  o t h e r s .  I t  i s  t r u l y  
shock ing  to  see  wi th  what  ina t tent ion in  some ca se s ,  
and wi th  what  susp ic ion in  other s ,  per sons  under  the  
deepe s t  re l i g iou s  conce r n ,  a re  t re a t ed  by  tho se  who 
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ough t  to  know be t t e r.  In s t e ad  o f  th i s  m i s e r ab l e  and  
r u inous  c au t ion ,  we  a l l  ough t  to  re jo i ce  in  the  f i r s t  
marks  of  t r ue re l ig ion in any one,  whether  a  s t ranger,  
or an enemy, or a fr iend. In def ault  of  abler ass i s tance,  
we  s hou l d  o f f e r  h im  ou r  own .  We  shou l d  g ive  h im  
ever y  he lp.  I f  he  be t imid,  we should encourage h im;  
i f  he be waver ing, we should s tr ive to sett le him; i f  he  
be ignorant, we should teach him; i f  he be alarmed, we  
shou ld  soothe  h im;  i f  he  g row but  s lowly,  we shou ld  
bear  with hi s  dul lnes s ;  i f  he somet imes di sappoint  our  
expectat ion, we should mourn over him, but not aban- 
don him; if he turn a l itt le out of his course, we should  
follow him in his wander ings, and not in anger g ive him  
up  to  s t r ay  f a r the r  and  f a r the r :  we  shou ld  conc i l i a t e  
h im  by  ou r  a f f e c t i on ;  we  s hou l d  gu a rd  h im  by  ou r  
c au t ion ;  we  shou ld  he lp  h im by  our  exper i ence ;  and  
e s p e c i a l l y  s hou l d  we  b l e s s  h im  by  ou r  p r aye r s .  We  
should never cease our sol ici tude or our ef for ts  t i l l  the  
day  o f  sma l l  th ings  i s  become a  day  o f  g rea t  ones ,  or  
ha s  t e r mina ted  in  the  r ay le s s  n igh t  o f  u t te r  apos t acy.  
Th i s  c annot  be  more  than  the  na tu re  o f  the  ca se  re- 
qui re s ,  for  i t  i s  on beha l f  o f  a  soul  tha t  must  for  ever  
l ive in rapture or in woe:  and the man that  would not  
spend  a  l eng thened  l i f e,  o r  t r ave l  round  the  c i rcum- 
ference of the globe to save the soul of another, cannot  
yet have learnt the value of his own.

3 .  T h e re  a r e  m a ny  r e a s o n s  w hy  t h e  d ay  o f  s m a l l  
t h i ng s  ough t  no t  t o  b e  d e s p i s e d .  I t  i s  no t  d e s p i s e d  
by  t h o s e  w h o  b e s t  k n ow  i t s  i m p o r t a n c e .  I t  i s  n o t  
neg l ec ted  o r  con temned  by  the  E te r na l  Fa the r.  How  
a f fect ingly i s  th i s  se t  for th.  in the beaut i fu l  parable of  
the  prodiga l  son .  I  need not  in for m you whose  g race  
and compassion are represented in that inimitable picture, 
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u n d e r  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  p a r e n t .  W h e n  t h e  
youth had le f t  the  house  which had so  long she l te red  
h im,  d id  the  f a the r  rema in  conten ted  and  ca re l e s s  a t  
home ?  No,  h e  wen t  ou t  t o  l ook  f o r  h i s  wande r i n g  
child. When he saw the profl igate coming at a distance,  
the spectacle of misery and want, did he return to wait  
h i s  a r r iva l  in  the house?  No, he ran to meet  him, and  
wa s  the  on ly  one  o f  the  two  tha t  d id  r un .  When  he  
beheld him covered with rags and wretchedness,  did he  
deter mine be fore  he embraced or  rece ived h im to h i s  
f avour to have a l l  the rags  of  hi s  di sg race s t r ipped of f ,  
and  h ave  t he  you th  pu t  upon  h i s  p roba t i on ?  O,  no.  
There  and then a s  he  found h im,  when f i l i a l  f ee l ing s  
f i r s t  retur ned to the bosom of the prodigal ,  and in the  
very beg inning of his obedience, the father fell upon his  
neck ,  and  k i s s ed  h im.  So  t r u ly  and  so  t ende r l y  doe s  
the God of love rejoice over the commencement of true  
p i e t y.  I t  wa s  bu t  a  d ay  o r  two  a f t e r  S au l  o f  Ta r s u s  
h a d  b e e n  b r e a t h i n g  o u t  t h r e a t e n i n g  a n d  s l a u g h t e r  
aga in s t  the  d i sc ip le s ,  tha t ,  the  Lord  exhib i ted  h im to  
heaven and ear th at once, as a f avour ite of his hear t,  in  
th a t  we l l -known l anguage,  ‘Beho ld  he  p r aye th .’ The  
f i r s t  g roan  o f  the  genuine  pen i ten t  i s  p lea s an t  in  the  
e a r s  o f  Jehovah  a s  t h e  mu s i c  o f  t h e  s phe re s ,  o r  t h e  
melodies of angels, and if he could not l isten to both at  
the  s ame t ime,  he  would  command s i l ence  in  heaven  
and hush the choir s above, that the cry for mercy might  
a s cend  and  be  hea rd .  Nor  i s  t he  day  o f  sma l l  t h ing s  
despised by Jesus Chr ist .  To him the spir i t  of prophecy  
gave witness  that  he should ‘ feed his  f lock l ike a shep- 
he rd ,  and  ga the r  the  l ambs  wi th  h i s  a r ms ,  and  ca r r y  
them in hi s  bosom.’ In hi s  bosom, where he could not  
on ly  hear,  but  fee l  ever y  blea t  they ut tered ;  and have 
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a l l  t h e  t e nd e r n e s s  o f  h i s  own  h e a r t  e x c i t e d  by  t h e  
anxious and f lut ter ing pul sa t ions  of  their s .  See him in  
the mids t  o f  h i s  d i sc ip le s .  How feeble  were thei r  per- 
c e p t i on s ,  how  we ak  t h e i r  f a i t h ,  how  wo r l d l y  t h e i r  
expec t a t ion s ,  how s low the i r  improvement .  Ye t  how  
kindly did he bear with their  dul lness ,  and how gent ly  
d id  he  ch ide  the i r  imper fec t ion s .  Whom d id  he  eve r  
re ject  that  came to him in ear nes t ,  how recent  soever  
were  the i r  convic t ions  o f  h i s  d iv ine  mi s s ion ,  or  the i r  
impres s ions  o f  the i r  own s in s ?  When the  woman who  
had  been  a  s inner  kne l t  weep ing  a t  h i s  f ee t ,  and  the  
proud Phar i see  in the company scor ned the sor row of  
her bur st ing hear t ,  the Saviour of the world turning to  
he r  w i th  a l l  t he  mercy  and  d i gn i t y  o f  h i s  cha r a c t e r,  
accepted her penitence, pardoned her s ins,  and sent her  
away  bo th  ho l y  and  happy.  When  the  man  who  had  
been a  robber  was  bleeding for  h i s  c r imes  by the s ide  
o f  Je su s  on the  Cros s ,  though h i s  pen i tence  probably  
neve r  commenced  t i l l  he  wa s  t r an s f i xed  to  the  t ree,  
when he  tur ned h i s  exp i r ing  eye s  to  the  Sav iour  and  
asked his mercy, was his prayer rejected?

Do  t h e  a ng e l s  d e s p i s e  t h e  d ay  o f  sma l l  t h i n g s ?  I f  
they d id ,  they would suspend the expres s ions  o f  the i r  
delight ti l l  they beheld the redeemed sinner approaching  
the ga te s  o f  the ce le s t i a l  c i ty,  in  the per fec t ion of  h i s  
g races;  instead however,  of  wait ing for the termination  
o f  h i s  ca reer,  they  re jo ice  wi th  unut te rable  joy  a t  i t s  
commencement,  and f rom that  moment,  become, with  
de l igh t ,  the  min i s t e r ing  sp i r i t s  o f  the  new-bor n  he i r  
o f  s a lva t ion .  Nor  does  the  mys te r ious ,  mighty  enemy  
of  God and man, look with contempt upon the beg in- 
n ing s  o f  re l i g ion .  The  f i r s t  t e a r  o f  pen i t ence,  which  
drops  f rom the s inner ’s  eye,  f i l l s  h im wi th  a l a r m,  and 
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sets in motion all his craft and power to resist the grow- 
ing work of grace.

Another reason why we should not despise the beg in- 
n ing s  o f  re l i g ion ,  i s ,  t h a t  t hey  l e ad  on  to  g re a t  and  
glor ious at ta inments .  The travel ler  who has been jour- 
neying amidst  the gloom of midnight ,  despises  not the  
l i t t l e  luminous  s t re ak  above  the  e a s t e r n  h i l l s ,  fo r  he  
knows that it  is  the glimmer ing token of advancing day.  
The  hu s b andman  who  h a s  s own  t h e  p re c i ou s  g r a i n  
despises not the downy verdure which f ir s t  appear s just  
above the c lods ,  for  in  tha t  he sees  the future  har ves t  
which is  to repay his  toi l .  The mother despises not the  
help les s  babe to which she has  g iven bir th,  for  in that  
feeble  and unconsc ious  chi ld ,  she knows there are  the  
ger ms of  f ancy,  reason,  wi l l ,  and mult i for m af fect ions ,  
which shal l  g row with his  g rowth, and strengthen with  
his  s trength, and which, by the fruits  of their matur ity,  
may ble s s  and a s toni sh the wor ld .  So i t  i s  in  re l ig ion,  
l i t t le  things  advance to g reat  ones .  Baxter,  and Owen,  
and Howe,  and Doddr idge were once babes  in  Chr i s t ,  
and so,  indeed,  were Paul ,  and Peter,  and John.  When  
the conver sion of a sinner takes place, no mind but that  
which g rasps eter nity,  can foresee the career of  useful- 
ne s s  and  ho l ine s s ,  which  such  a  conver t  may  have  to  
r un .  In  ever y  ca se  o f  rea l  conver s ion ,  there  wi l l  be  a  
progress from a s inner to a penitent; from a penitent to  
a  bel iever ;  f rom a bel iever to a sa int ;  f rom a sa int  to a  
s e r a p h .  H e  s h a l l  ‘ a d d  t o  h i s  f a i t h ,  v i r t u e ;  a n d  t o  
vir tue,  knowledge; and to knowledge, temperance; and  
to temperance, patience; and to patience, godliness; and  
to godliness,  brotherly kindness;  and to brotherly kind- 
ne s s ,  cha r i ty.’ Tha t  f i r s t  dawn o f  sp i r i tua l  knowledge  
in the under standing is the kindling of a holy luminary, 
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which shal l  receive and ref lect  as  a  sate l l i te,  the splen- 
dour of the fountain l ight,  inf inite ages after the sun is  
quenched in darknes s .  That  f i r s t  t a s t ing that  the Lord  
i s  g racious,  i s  the incipient operat ion of  a  capaci ty for  
bl i s s ,  which shal l  continue to receive inef f able del ight ,  
when a l l  the sources  of  sensual  g rat i f icat ion sha l l  have  
per i shed for  ever.  In  the  t r a in  o f  even weak g race,  i f  
i t  be  rea l ,  sha l l  fo l low a l l  the  more  mature  v i r tues  o f  
Chr ist ianity;  a l l  that the Father hath prepared for them  
tha t  love  h im;  a l l  tha t  the  Son  ha th  p rocured  by  the  
agonie s  o f  the  Cros s ;  a l l  the  merc ie s  o f  the  covenant  
of redemption; al l  the r iches of g race; al l  the exceeding  
and eter nal  weight of  glory;  in shor t ,  bless ings inf inite  
and  e te r na l .  Le t  no t  the  commencement  o f  re l i g ion ,  
therefore, be treated with neglect.

4 .  I  sha l l  now di rec t  the  sub jec t  to  the  a t tent ion o f  
s eve r a l  d i s t inc t  c l a s s e s  o f  pe r son s ,  to  whom i t  s eems  
pecu l i a r ly  su i t able.  I t  u t te r s  a  mos t  impres s ive  admo- 
n i t i on  t o  m in i s t e r s .  To  u s ,  i n  a  p e cu l i a r  manne r,  i s  
entrusted the care of  souls .  We labour for immor ta l i ty.  
Our work outlives the world. The success which follows  
our exer tions will appear before our eyes in the form of  
g lor i f ied spir i t s ,  through the f l ight  of  ever las t ing ages .  
What a motive to dil igence! The object of our ambition  
should be the conver s ion of  s inner s .  Every thing shor t  
o f  th i s  i s ,  compara t ive ly  speak ing ,  l abour  lo s t .  When  
I say the conversion of sinners, I do not mean their f ir st  
i m p re s s i o n s  m e re l y ;  bu t  a  c o n t i nu e d  s o l i c i t u d e  s o  
to minister to their  spir i tual  welf are,  as  that we may at  
la s t  present  them perfect  before Chr i s t  Jesus .  Rel ig ion  
i s  considered, both by minis ter s  and hearer s ,  too much  
in the l ight of a state, which being attained to, the care  
and solicitude necessary to reach it, may, in some degree 



	 proof-reading draft� 273

b e  r e m i t t e d .  T h e r e  c e r t a i n l y  c a n n o t  b e  t o o  mu c h  
anx i e t y  f o r  t he  p roduc t i on  o f  f i r s t  impre s s i on s ,  bu t  
mini s ter ia l  anxiety seems too of ten to ter minate  here.  
There is not al l that dil igence which there should be, in  
nur tur ing  these  beg innings  o f  p ie ty.  I t  appear s  to  me  
that  the preacher i s  ever ything in the present  age,  and  
the  pa s to r  no th ing .  We shoot  the  a r row amongs t  the  
herd, but do not follow the str icken deer to the thicket,  
where  he bleeds  and l angui shes  a lone.  We are  too apt  
t o  con s i d e r,  t h a t ,  a f t e r  we  h ave  b e en  t h e  mean s  o f  
awaken ing  our  hea re r s ,  we  have  no th ing  more  to  do  
with them, t i l l  they come before us in the character of  
c and ida te s  fo r  f e l lowsh ip.  Mr  Wes l ey  adop ted  i t  a s  a  
maxim, never to str ike a blow in any place, which he was  
not  prepared to  fo l low up;  and th i s  was  wi se.  Ser ious  
impre s s ions  never  l eave  the  sou l  a s  they  f ind  i t .  L ike  
heated iron, the mind which receives them, i f  not bent  
whi le  i t  i s  war m, becomes more hard when i t  i s  co ld .  
The beg innings of rel ig ion in our hearer s should there- 
fore ca l l  for th a l l  our sol ic i tude and tenderness .  Those  
who may have been recently awakened should be encour- 
aged to visit us for pr ivate and personal discourse, should  
be received with the utmost affection, and dealt with in  
t h e  m o s t  t e n d e r  a n d  p a t i e n t  m a n n e r .  L e t  n o t  t h a t  
spir itual husbandman wonder or complain that he gathers  
l i tt le fruit,  who neglects to shelter and protect the buds  
and the blossoms.

Parents  s tand next in responsibi l i ty to minis ter s .  The  
souls  no less  than the bodies of their  chi ldren are con- 
f ined to their  vig i lant at tention. They should be trem- 
blingly anxious for the eternal salvation of their offspr ing,  
to whom they have been the means  of  communicat ing  
a  ta inted exi s tence.  They should teach them the pr in-
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ciples of relig ion, enforce those precepts by admonition,  
recommend them by  example,  and  fo l low them wi th  
p r aye r.  Hav ing  done  th i s  t h ey  shou ld  t hen  l ook  fo r  
the f rui t  of  their  labour s .  No sooner does  the feebles t  
appearance o f  t r ue  p ie ty  pre sent  i t se l f ,  than i t  should  
be  encou r aged  to  the  u t t e r mos t .  S ay  no t ,  i t  i s  on l y  
‘the morning cloud or early dew which will soon vanish  
a w a y.’ H ow  d o  yo u  k n ow  i t  i s ?  C h e r i s h  d e vo u t  
impre s s ions  upon the i r  hea r t s :  and ,  fo r  th i s  pur pose,  
encourage them to unbur then their minds to you; draw  
f o r t h  t h e  s t a t e  o f  t h e i r  s ou l s ;  qu e s t i on  t h em  i n  a n  
a f f ec t iona te  manner ;  render  your se lve s  the i r  f ami l i a r  
f r iend,  to  whom a l l  the i r  fee l ings  and the i r  fear s  wi l l  
be  conveyed .  Wha t  Chr i s t i an  pa ren t  i s  tha t  who can  
t re a t  any  p romi s ing  mark s  o f  p i e ty  in  h i s  ch i ld  wi th  
neg lect?  Does  the parent  eag le  wai t  for,  and se ize  the  
favourable moment for teaching her eaglets, and assisting  
the i r  f i r s t  e f for t s ,  to  prove the i r  new-for med pinions ;  
and  the  l a rk  hove r  ove r  the  ne s t  o f  he r  j u s t  f l edged  
young, and with her wing and her song invite them to  
the skies ,  and shal l  not the Chr is t ian mother teach her  
young to soar to heaven. and help their first attempts!

Sunday school teacher s,  never forget that the ult imate  
ob j ec t  o f  your  exe r t ion ,  i s  to  s ave  the  sou l s  o f  your  
s cho l a r s  f rom eve r l a s t i ng  dea th .  Fo r  th i s  l abour  and  
p r ay.  And  s hou l d  you  p e rc e ive ,  a t  a ny  t ime,  i n  t h e  
l i t t le  c i rc les  that  col lect  around you on the Sabbath,  a  
countenance oppressed with anxiety, and seeming, from  
behind a  vei l  o f  modesty forbidding the use of  words ,  
t o  s a y,  ‘ W h a t  s h a l l  I  d o  t o  b e  s a ve d ? ’ d o  n o t ,  I  
be s eech  you ,  do  no t  p a s s  i t  by  w i th  in a t t en t ion  and  
neg lec t .  Do not ,  wi th  a  mos t  gu i l ty  ca re le s sne s s ,  ex- 
claim, ‘O, it is only the emotions of a child whose mind 
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i s  ver y  suscept ible,  but  which,  I  doubt  not ,  wi l l  soon  
re l a p s e  i n to  i t s  f o r me r  s t a t e  o f  i nd i f f e rence.  I  h ave  
known her thus moved before, but she soon lost a l l  her  
impre s s ion s  aga in .’ And  how came she  to  lo s e  them?  
Becau se  you  neg l ec t ed  to  che r i sh  and  deepen  them.  
Instead of such conduct, never let a tearful eye, a ser ious  
look, or enquir ing countenance escape your notice. Re- 
member you watch for souls .  The pr ize i s  inf ini te,  and  
he that winneth it is wise indeed.

Chr ist ians,  are there none amongst your acquaintance  
whose attention has recently been awakened and directed  
to  the concer ns  o f  e ter n i ty,  and who are  in  tha t  s t a te  
of deep anxiety which prepares them to welcome even a  
child that could instruct them in the things that belong  
to thei r  peace?  You have seen the change produced in  
their manner of attending upon the solemnities of public  
wor sh ip.  You have  behe ld  the  head ,  wh ich  once  wa s  
l i f t e d  s o  h i gh  i n  p r i d e  and  van i t y,  d ropp ing  on  t he  
l abour ing  bosom to  concea l  f rom the  publ ic  gaze  the  
emo t ion s  wh i ch  h ad  been  exc i t ed  w i th in .  You  have  
seen the roving,  res t les s  eye,  which so la te ly wandered  
round the assembly in vacant or cur ious mood, f ixed on  
the preacher’s  l ips ,  and suf fused with the tear  of  godly  
so r row.  You have  wi tne s s ed  how se r iou s ,  ab s t r a c t ed ,  
and absorbed that countenance left the sanctuary, which  
used to depar t  in a l l  the f lut ter  of  vanity and fr ivol i ty.  
And  c an  you  be  an  i nd i f f e ren t  s pec t a to r  o f  a l l  t h i s ?  
Shame on you if you can. Follow these newly awakened  
per sons  home to the scene of  the i r  pr iva te  so l ic i tude.  
You wil l  need no apology for the intrusion, but wil l  be  
ha i l ed  wi th  the  exc l ama t ion ,  ‘How beau t i fu l  a re  the  
f ee t  o f  h im tha t  b r inge th  g l ad  t i d ing s .’ Go and  pour  
the balm of consolat ion into the hear t which God hath 
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wounded. Go and soothe their  anxiet ies ,  instruct  their  
i gnorance,  and  encourage  the i r  hope s .  A sp i re  to  the  
high honour and r ich reward of  a s s i s t ing a  soul  in her  
efforts to gain the prize of immortality.

To those  who a re  ju s t  commenc ing  the  l i f e  o f  re l i - 
g ion, the subject addresses i tsel f  with emphatic accents.  
I f  these  beg innings  o f  p ie ty  are  not  to  be desp i sed by  
spectator s ,  much less  should they be contemned by the  
subject s  o f  them. Neglect  not  the s l ightes t  impres s ion  
o r  conv i c t ion  o f  a  re l i g iou s  na tu re.  Do  no t ,  f o r  the  
world,  t reat  i t  with indi f ference.  I t  may be the spir i t ’s  
r i s i n g  b e am ,  t h e  d awn  o f  a n  e t e r n a l  d ay,  t h e  com- 
mencement  o f  ever l a s t ing  l i f e.  I f  your  mind ha s  been  
awakened  f rom the  deep  s lumber  o f  an  unregene r a t e  
s ta te,  be tremblingly anxious that  i t  may not s ink back  
a g a i n  i n t o  s p i r i t u a l  l e t h a r g y.  I t  i s  t h e  d ay  o f  yo u r  
v i s i t a t i o n  f ro m  G o d .  H e  h a s  a p p ro a c h e d  yo u  w i t h  
s a l va t ion  in  h i s  hand .  ‘O,  s eek  h im whi l e  he  may  be  
f ound ,  c a l l  upon  h im wh i l e  he  i s  ne a r.’ Do  no t  s ay,  
‘Depar t  f rom us ,  we  de s i re  not  the  knowledge  o f  h i s  
way s .’ Our  Lord ,  when  de s i red  by  the  Gerge sene s  to  
l e ave  the i r  coa s t s ,  compl i ed  wi th  the i r  reque s t s ,  and  
v i s i ted  them no more.  A s t a te  o f  re l ig ious  convic t ion  
f o r m s  a  c r i s i s  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  eve r y  s i n n e r .  T h e  
balance of his destiny is then seen quiver ing, and angels  
and devi l s  are  watching with so l ic i tude to see in what  
manne r  i t  w i l l  s e t t l e.  Nex t  to  an  a c tua l  p lunge  in to  
the  bo t tomle s s  p i t ,  t he re  i s  no th ing  he  shou ld  more  
dread than losing these impressions, and relapsing again  
in to  the  qu ie tude  o f  unregeneracy.  Le t  h im ea r ne s t ly  
p ray  to  God,  and  l e t  the  sub jec t  o f  h i s  p rayer  be  the  
pe r manency  and  inc rea se  o f  those  v iews  and  fee l ing s  
which have been recently produced in his soul.
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In  t h e  p rog re s s  o f  t h e  wo rk  o f  g r a c e ,  l e t  no t  t h e  
young conver t  be too much depressed and di scouraged  
by  the  s lownes s  o f  h i s  a t t a inment s .  I f  h i s  knowledge  
be contracted,  i f  hi s  hopes be sometimes low, his  f a i th  
weak,  hi s  enjoyments  l imited,  le t  him be roused to go  
forward, but not conclude that  he has yet  to beg in the  
C h r i s t i a n  r a c e .  L e t  h i m  n o t  c o m p a re  h i m s e l f  w i t h  
other s  who have been long in the way,  and because he  
cannot  reach the i r  advances ,  be  d i shear tened and d i s- 
couraged.  The p lant  i s  not  to  compare  i t se l f  wi th the  
ve te ran  t ree,  and  to  be  d i s couraged  a t  i t s  in fe r io r i ty.  
Pr ide  i s  o f ten  a t  the  bot tom of  such d i scouragement .  
Humi l i ty  would  make us  thankfu l  fo r  any  measure  o f  
g r ace,  and  anx ious  to  ob ta in  more.  Consc iousne s s  o f  
our defects  should not make us despond, but s t i r  us up  
to  d i l igence.  The Chr i s t i an  cannot  pa s s  a t  once  f rom  
the feeblenes s  o f  in f ancy to the s t rength of  manhood.  
He  mu s t  go  t h rough  t h e  i n t e r med i a t e  s t a g e s  o f  t h e  
sp i r i tua l  l i fe.  The bel iever,  whose s t rength and s ta ture  
he so much admires ,  was once a babe l ike himsel f ,  and  
probably  a t  one  t ime was  sub jec t  to  a l l  the  fea r s  tha t  
a g i t a t e  h i s  ow n  b o s o m .  I n s t e a d  o f  s ay i n g ,  ‘ O h ,  I  
shal l  never under stand the doctr ines of  the gospel ,  and  
may a s  wel l  g ive  up the s tudy.  I  sha l l  never  overcome  
the world by faith, and may as well retire from the f ield.  
I  shal l  never subdue the evi l  propensit ies  of my nature,  
and  may  a s  we l l  y i e l d  my se l f  t he i r  c ap t ive ’ ;  l e t  h im  
think how much more knowledge,  separat ion f rom the  
world, and control over his cor ruptions, God has already  
g r an ted  h im,  than  he  once  po s s e s s ed .  I f  he  doe s  no t  
see  that  the top-s tone of  the sp i r i tua l  temple i s  l ike ly  
soon to be brought forth, does he not discern the found- 
ation r ising out of the ground?
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At  the  s ame t ime tha t  d i scouragement  i s  p revented ,  
l e t  no t  any  one  re s t  s a t i s f i e d  w i th  t h e  d ay  o f  sma l l  
things .  I f  we are not to think too l i t t le  of  beg innings ,  
we a re,  on the  o ther  hand,  not  to  th ink too much o f  
them.  Despondency  i s  tha t  enemy o f  re l i g ion ,  which  
it is the design of this discourse to attack and to destroy,  
and i t  would  be  an  abuse  o f  the  sub jec t ,  i f  indo lence  
and  s e l f - compl acency  shou ld  be  encouraged .  Why i s  
the  day  o f  sma l l  th ing s  no t  to  be  de sp i s ed?  Tha t  the  
subjec t  o f  them may not  be  d i scouraged f rom seeking  
g re a t e r  th ing s .  De spondency  p reven t s  a  pe r son  f rom  
do ing  any th ing :  i t  cha in s  h im a s  wi th  a  f e t t e r  to  the  
ea r th .  To break  th i s  f e t te r  ha s  been the  ob jec t  o f  the  
present  d i scour se,  that  the di senthra l led capt ive might  
be set  a t  l iber ty for noble exploi t s .  Let  him ar i se f rom  
his prostration, and looking up to him who g iveth more  
g race,  l e t  h im expec t  g rea t  th ings ,  and  a t tempt  g rea t  
th ing s .  The  man  who th ink s  he  ha s  re l i g ion  enough  
c anno t  g ive  a  more  dec i s ive  p roo f  tha t  he  ha s  none.  
There is in true godliness an insatiable thir st after larger  
attainments in knowledge, in faith, in hope, in love, and  
in pur i ty.  Wherefore let  every rea l  Chr is t ian adopt the  
l anguage  o f  S t  Pau l ,  and  ac t  up  to  the  avowa l ,  ‘Bre- 
thren, I count not myself  to have apprehended; but this  
one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind,  
and reaching for th unto those things which are before,  
I  p re s s  t owa rd s  t h e  ma rk ,  f o r  t h e  p r i z e  o f  t h e  h i gh  
calling in Christ Jesus.’

To conclude, let  us be anxious neither to mistake the  
day of small things, nor to despise it, nor to rest satisf ied  
with it .  The history and progress of the Por t of London  
Socie ty  exhib i t  a  prac t ica l  i l lu s t ra t ion of  the  sp i r i t  o f  
t h e  t ex t .  I n  t h i s  a g e  o f  b enevo l en t  i ngenu i t y  i t  h a s 
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often been asked, ‘What new and useful scheme can yet  
be devised for extending the benefits of Chr istian char ity  
to some clas s  of  human beings whose miserable condi- 
t ion ha s  h i ther to  been over looked in  the  d i s t r ibut ion  
o f  benevo l ence ? ’ In  rep l y,  i t  wa s  sugge s t ed  by  some  
enlightened and public spir ited individuals, that nothing  
i n  a  way  o f  d i s t i n c t  and  s y s t ema t i c  e f f o r t  h ad  been  
a t t empted  fo r  improv ing  the  mora l  cond i t ion  o f  our  
sa i lor s .  Thi s  led to the es tabl i shment  of  the Merchant  
Seaman’s Auxiliary Bible Society, to the util ity of which  
the most abundant and del ightful  test imony has a lready  
been  a f fo rded .  S t i l l ,  however,  a s  the  min i s t r y  o f  the  
word i s  the  g rea t  in s t r ument  orda ined of  God for  the  
conver s ion  and s anc t i f i ca t ion  o f  s in fu l  men,  the  pro- 
jector s  of  the Por t  of  London Society most judicious ly  
determined that the best  way of furnishing sai lor s  with  
the  means  o f  publ ic  wor sh ip  was  to  provide  a  chape l ,  
of a form and situation which would be rendered inter- 
e s t ing  by  a l l  the i r  f ee l ing s ,  hab i t s ,  and  pur su i t s .  The  
vessel in which we are now assembled was purchased for  
this  truly laudable and Chr ist ian purpose, and f i t ted up  
as you now see it, under the direction of an exper ienced  
sa i lor  and able  shipwr ight ,  whose regard for  the cause  
prompted him to afford his super intendence gratuitously.  
The chapel was opened for divine service in May 1818,  
and  ha s  been  mos t  succe s s fu l  i n  a t t r a c t ing  l a rge  and  
a t tent ive  cong rega t ions  o f  Br i t i sh  seamen.  An under- 
taking at  once so novel  and so interes t ing,  was sure to  
engage  a t t en t i on  and  s e cu re  s uppo r t .  I nd iv i dua l s  o f  
rank and inf luence,  and publ ic  companies  of  g reat  na- 
t i on a l  impo r t an c e,  emba rked  t h e i r  h e a r t s  a nd  good  
w i s h e s  i n  t h i s  n ew  adven tu re .  Among s t  t h e  f o r me r  
mus t  be  ment ioned  the  names  o f  Lord s  Gambie r  and 
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Exmou th ,  Mr  Wi l b e r f o rc e,  and  Mr  Ange r s t e i n ;  and  
the more i l lus t r ious name of  Pr ince Leopold,  who not  
only a t tended yes terday a t  the anniver sar y with hear t- 
f e l t  de l i gh t ,  bu t  p re s en t ed  a  con t r i bu t ion  o f  twen ty  
g u i n e a s .  T h e  B a n k  o f  E n g l a n d  a n d  t h e  E a s t  I n d i a  
Company  have  g iven  e ach  one  hundred  pounds ;  and  
t h e  We s t  I nd i a  Dock  Company  th i r t y  gu ine a s .  F ine  
p roo f s  the se,  tha t  Br i t i sh  merchant s  a re  a l ive,  amid s t  
the  pur su i t s  o f  commerce,  to  the  mora l  improvement  
of  their  country,  and that the genius of  commerce may  
yet become a minister ing spir it to the heir s of salvation.  
The example thus  exhibi ted in London,  has  been imi- 
tated at  Br is tol ,  Liver pool,  Greenock, Leith; at  each of  
which places Societies have been formed for the relig ious  
benefit of seamen.

Amer ica,  a lways ready to imitate Br it i sh benevolence,  
has entered into the scheme, and places of worship have  
been opened in several  transat lant ic ci t ies  express ly for  
the use of sailors and their families, the effect of which is  
thus s tated by the general  as sembly of  the Presbyter ian  
Church, convened at Philadelphia, in a report of the state  
o f  re l i g i on  w i t h i n  t h e i r  l im i t s :—‘The  re s u l t  o f  t h e  
e f for t s  for  the  re l ig ious  improvement  o f  the  sa i lor s  i s  
g rat i fy ing beyond the most  sanguine expectat ions.  Not  
only have these long-neglected men shown themselves  
s en s ib le  o f  the  wor th  o f  Chr i s t i an  remembrance,  and  
wi l l ing  to  a t t end  publ i c  ord inance s  ( a  p r iv i l ege  f rom  
which they thought themselves excluded by their  dress  
a nd  a pp e a r a n c e ) ,  bu t  t h ey  h ave  l i s t e n ed  w i t h  d e ep  
ea r nes tnes s  to  the  word preached to  them;  tea r s  have  
f lowed over  the i r  ha rdy  cheeks ,  and  hea r t s  which  no  
h a rd sh i p s  cou l d  move,  no r  s t o r ms  app a l ,  h ave  b e en  
broken and melted under the gospel’s  gentle voice. The 
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g r a t i t ude  and  a f f e c t i on  t h ey  man i f e s t  t owa rd s  t h e i r  
re l i g ious  t eacher s ,  and  the  so l i c i tude  they  ev ince  fo r  
f a r the r  in s t r uc t ion ,  and  an  in te re s t  in  the  p r aye r s  o f  
Chr ist ian people, are truly af fect ing, and pungently re- 
buke  the  lukewar mnes s  and  apa thy  o f  tho se  who a re  
b e t t e r  t augh t  and  more  h i gh l y  f avou red .  The  e f f e c t  
upon their  moral  habit s  i s  immediate and s tr iking,  and  
has drawn express ions of the utmost astonishment from  
the i r  employer s .  The a s sembly would sugges t  whether  
the se  men might  no t  be  made  o f  e s s en t i a l  u se  in  the  
d i f fu s ion  o f  the  s ac red  Scr ip ture s  th rough the  wor ld ,  
and the furtherance of the missionary cause.’

T h u s  w i d e l y  i s  t h i s  e n g a g i n g  o b j e c t  o f  r e l i g i o u s  
‘benevolence attracting attention and receiving suppor t,  
and  i t  i s  a t  once  to  be  de s i red  and  expec ted  tha t  the  
cause should advance t i l l  there is  not a por t in any par t  
of the world under the dominion of avowed Chr ist ians,  
bu t  sha l l  have  i t s  chape l  fo r  the  u se  o f  s eamen.  How  
deep ly  a re  we indebted  to  the se  generous  and  hero ic  
men!  When we have been repos ing in secur i ty  on our  
b ed s  a nd  l i s t e n i ng  c a re l e s s l y  t o  t h e  how l i ng  o f  t h e  
t empe s t ,  t h ey  h ave  been  b r av ing  a l l  i t s  f u r y  on  t he  
bil lows of the ocean, to procure for us the comfor ts and  
the  luxur ie s  o f  l i f e.  But  fo r  the i r  undaunted  courage  
in  the  t ime o f  war f a re  and o f  per i l ,  we had ,  long ere  
this, been obliged to contend for our national existence  
upon our own shores ,  and there mainta in the doubtful  
str i fe with the mightiest foe that ever envied our g reat- 
ness .  When the dread of invasion circulated a thousand  
t e r ro r s  th rough  the  l and ,  we  thought  o f  the  wooden  
wal l s  which God had ra i sed for  our defence,  by which  
we  hoped  he  wou ld  p ro t e c t  u s ,  and  kep t  ou r  he a r t s  
in peace.  And,  now, what  retur n sha l l  we make to our 
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g a l l an t  d e f ende r s ?  Le ave  t hem to  t he i r  s i n s  and  t he  
perdi t ion which fo l lows?  Forbid i t  g ra t i tude!  No men  
need  our  he lp  more,  fo r  none  amids t  a l l  the i r  hero ic  
qua l i t i e s  appea r  to  be  more  de s t i tu t e  o f  a  j u s t  s en se  
o f  re l i g ion .  The i r  d i s t ance  f rom the  means  o f  g r ace,  
when at sea, should make us specially anxious to provide  
them with rel ig ious instruction on their ar r ival in por t.  
This can only be done by a chapel appropr iated to their  
use: from al l  other s they believe that they are excluded.  
Ne i the r  the  sound o f  the  church-go ing  be l l ,  nor  the  
open door s  of  the sanctuar y,  a re  regarded a s  any invi- 
tat ion to them: they see the cong regat ion hastening to  
appear  be fore  God in  Zion,  but  no voice  ever  s ays  to  
them,  ‘Come,  l e t  a s  go  up to  the  house  o f  the  Lord .’  
How much do they need the consolat ion of rel ig ion to  
so f t en  the  pang  o f  s epa r a t ion ,  when  they  l e ave  the i r  
na t ive  count r y  and the i r  f ami l i e s ,  never,  p robably,  to  
re tu r n ;  t o  chee r  t hem amid s t  t he  s ad  remembrance s  
of their home, when oceans roll between them and their  
own f i re s ide ;  to  ca lm them amid s t  the  t e r ro r s  o f  the  
s tor m, and prepare them for the hor ror s  of  the wreck!  
And  he re  they  a re  t augh t  the  sou rce  o f  the s e  d iv ine  
and holy comfor t s .  Who can look round on the scene  
now before  us ,  wi thout  emot ions  of  the most  subl ime  
and  b l i s s fu l  na tu re ?  I t  wa s  p red i c t ed  in  anc i en t  p ro- 
phecy that  a  t ime should ar r ive  when the ins t r uments  
o f  wa r  s hou ld  be  conve r t ed  i n to  t he  imp l emen t s  o f  
hu sb and r y.  Th i s  d ay  ( i f  we  sub s t i t u t e  s p i r i t u a l  hu s - 
bandry for that which is ear thly) is this scr ipture fulf illed  
before  our  eyes .  What  to the people  of  God,  of  other  
t imes ,  was  mat ter  o f  f a i th ,  i s  become to us  the object  
o f  s en se  and  mat te r  o f  f ac t .  The  chape l  in  which  we  
now float upon the Thames, was once a vessel of war. What 
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Wha t  a  t r an s f o r ma t i on !  Wha t  a  ch ange  o f  pu r po s e !  
W h a t  a n  a l t e r a t i o n  o f  s c e n e !  N o  l o n g e r  d o e s  s h e  
qu i t  the  Br i t i sh  shore  b rea th ing  ou t  th rea t en ing  and  
s laughter against the inhabitants of other countr ies,  but  
rema in s  t h e  m in i s t e r  o f  me rcy  t o  ou r  own .  I n s t e ad  
o f  h e r  d e ck s  b e i ng  a  s t a g e  f o r  t h e  d re ad fu l  t r a g edy  
of war,  they have become a scene where, in some mea- 
s u re ,  i t  may  be  s a i d  t h a t  a l l  t h e  a i r  i s  l ove,  and  a l l  
the  reg ion peace.  Here  ever y  Sabba th  a re  behe ld  our  
sa i lor s ,  not  mar sha l led in the ar ray of  bat t le,  wie ld ing  
the  weapons  o f  de s t r uc t ion  and in fur i a ted  wi th  r age,  
but ranged in order to hear the word of  l i fe,  us ing the  
sword of the Spir it for the destruction of their sins, and  
receiving with saving faith, a spir it of char ity to all man- 
kind.  The thunder  of  cannon has  been hushed for  the  
sti l l  small voice of the gospel to be heard, and the light- 
ning f l a sh of  ar t i l le r y has  been quenched for  the ca lm  
and holy l ight of the Spir it to shine in upon the human  
mind .  The  g r ac iou s  inv i t a t ion  o f  heaven ’s  mes senger  
succeeds  to the s ter n command of  ear th’s  war r ior.  No  
blood now f lows here but that  of  atonement;  no g roan  
i s  heard but that  of  penitence;  no wounds are inf l icted  
but  those of  the Spir i t .  Again we must  exc la im,  What  
a  t r an s f o r ma t i on !  Wha t  a  ch ange  o f  pu r po s e !  Wha t  
an  a l t e r a t ion  o f  s cene !  Who needs  to  be  exhor ted  to  
benevolence in such a cause? especia l ly when informed  
that  the objects  of  our mercy most  eager ly avai l  them- 
s e l ve s  o f  t h e  mean s  p rov i d ed  f o r  t h e i r  re l i e f .  More  
t h an  s i x t y  boa t s  h ave  been  s e en  round  th i s  f l o a t i ng  
chapel  at  the same t ime, wait ing to convey their  crews  
from the solemnities of public worship to their respective  
ve s s e l s !  S i x  hundred  s a i l o r s  h ave  been  behe ld  a t  the  
same moment listening to the glad tidings of salvation. This 
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i s  a  n ew  s i g h t  i n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  wo r l d ,  ove r  w h i c h  
angel s  must  hover  with de l ight ,  a s  more interes t ing in  
thei r  eyes  than the mausoleum in which are  depos i ted  
the  remains  o f  Ne l son .  Who can  ca l cu l a te  how of ten  
the joyful  news of souls  renewed and s ins forg iven, has  
been  a l re ady  bo r ne  f rom th i s  s po t  t o  he aven  by  the  
sw i f t  w inged  me s s enge r s  o f  l i gh t ,  o r  wha t  p r a c t i c a l  
r e s u l t s  may  ye t  i s s u e  f rom  th i s  i n g en iou s  d ev i c e  o f  
mercy?

Le t  t h e  commi t t e e  b e  encou r aged  f rom wha t  t h ey  
have already seen, to go forward in their labour of love.  
Let them not despise the day of small  things in the case  
of  any of  the sa i lor s  whom it  may please the Father of  
mercies to br ing under ser ious impression and rel ig ious  
conce r n .  Le t  t h em l ook  ou t  f o r  s u ch  i n s t an ce s ,  f o r  
such  may  be  con f ident ly  expec ted ;  and  hav ing  found  
them, let them nur ture these beg innings of good things  
with a sol ic i tude in some measure propor t ioned to the  
impor t ance  which  a t t a che s  to  the  s a l va t ion  o f  sou l s .  
And may each returning anniver sary br ing with it  fresh  
proofs  of  success ,  which shal l  be fe l t  by a l l  the f r iends  
o f  th i s  deep ly  in te re s t ing  Soc ie ty  a s  r i ch  reward s  fo r  
past exertions, and new motives to future diligence.
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It may not be uninteresting to some to know that the subject  
of the following sermon was descended from James Berry, one of  
the Major-Generals and Lords of the Protectorate, by a daughter  
of Sir Charles Wolsley, and granddaughter of the f ir st Viscount  
Sale and Sele, founder, with Lord Brook, of Saybrook, in Con- 
nect icut .  He had cons iderable  inf luence with the ar my,  and  
was the chief  actor in dethroning Richard Cromwel l  (an act  
which he l ived to l ament) ,  and accordingly  was  of  the four  
Commonwealth’s-men whom Monk was most anxious to secure  
on the  re s tora t ion o f  the  S tuar t s .  He was  long conf ined in  
Scarborough Cas t le,  but  not  hav ing been one of  the  King’s  
judges ,  was  a t  length se t  a t  l iber ty.  He int roduced Richard  
Baxter into the minis tr y,  but lost  his  f avour by becoming an  
Independent.

The  au thor  knew s ix  genera t ions  o f  the  Major-Genera l ’s  
descendants, who have ever upheld the character of one of the  
godly families of the Commonwealth. It is now worthily repre- 
sented in Bir mingham by Mr Samuel Ber r y,  the wel l-known  
surgeon, who holds his father’s and great grandfather’s off ice of  
deacon of Car rs Lane Church, of which his grandfather was, as  
we shall see, a minister.
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1 Peter v, 4. 
And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall  

receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.

No c i r c ums t a n c e  h a s  c on t r i bu t e d  s o  much  t o  t h e  
r ise and progress of inf idelity as abuses in the Chr ist ian  
minis t r y.  When, instead of  the holy,  spir i tua l ,  humble,  
l abor ious ,  pa s tor s  o f  the  apos to l i c  age,  were  seen the  
proud,  ambit ious ,  avar ic ious  and domineer ing ecc les i- 
ast ics of succeeding centur ies ,  i t  i s  not to be wondered  
at  that men of cor rupt minds,  who were looking round  
for object ions to the truth as  i t  i s  in Jesus,  should f ind  
one so near at  hand and so specious,  as  the vices of  i t s  
m in i s t e r s ;  and  w i thou t  s topp ing  to  enqu i re  whe the r  
this  was the necessary consequence, or the wicked cor- 
rupt ion of  Chr i s t i ani ty,  should reso lve the whole into  
p r i e s t c r a f t  and  impo s tu re.  I n f i d e l i t y,  i f  no t  a c tu a l l y  
g ene r a t ed  by  t he  s i n s  o f  m in i s t e r s ,  h a s  b een  f ed  by  
them, and by the re t r ibut ive jus t ice  of  God they have  
b e en  doomed  t o  s u f f e r  mo s t  f rom  i t s  venom,  s i n c e  
aga ins t  them have been chie f ly  d i rected the a t tacks  of  
i t s  r i d i c u l e ,  m a l i g n i t y,  a n d  s a r c a s m .  H ow  m u c h  
anxiety, then, should be fel t  by al l  who bear the sacred  
of f ice,  to exhibit  i t  in i t s  nat ive s implici ty,  spir i tual i ty,  
and benevolence ;  and wi th  what  eager nes s  should  we 
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ava i l  our se lves  o f  ever y  oppor tuni ty  to  exhib i t  to  the  
publ ic  eye  the  charac te r  o f  those  who have  the  te s t i - 
mony  bo th  o f  t he i r  own  con s c i ence s  and  o f  o the r s ,  
‘ that  in s implici ty and godly s incer i ty,  not with f leshly  
wisdom, but  by the g race of  God,  they have had their  
c o nve r s a t i o n  i n  t h e  wo r l d .’ S u c h  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  
D iv ine  P rov idence  h a s  f u r n i s hed  u s  t h i s  d ay  by  t he  
remova l  o f  t h e  Rev.  John  Be r r y,  who s e  l i f e  wa s  an  
exempli f icat ion of  St  Peter ’s  direct ions in the context ,  
and whose death conducted him to the glor ious reward  
so  beau t i fu l l y  de sc r ibed  in  the  t ex t .  As  I  sha l l  en te r  
pretty much at length into the context,  i t  may poss ibly  
be thought by some that  such a  pas sage i s  more sui ted  
for an ordinat ion charge,  than a funera l  di scour se.  But  
what ,  I  a sk ,  a re  se r mons  for  the  dead ,  when proper ly  
conducted, but charges to the l iving;  charges del ivered  
not  so much f rom the pulpi t  a s  f rom the tomb; not  so  
much  by  men  o f  l i ke  p a s s i on s  w i th  ou r s e l ve s ,  a s  by  
v i ewle s s  mon i to r s  who addre s s  u s  f rom the  wor ld  o f  
s p i r i t s .  I  w i s h  t od ay  t o  p re a ch  t o  my s e l f ,  a nd  I  am  
sure that  the sons  of  our deceased f r iend,  who sus ta in  
the  min i s te r i a l  charac te r,*  wi l l  not  th ink th i s  an  un- 
t imely  d i scus s ion of  such a  sub jec t ,  a s  i t  comes  home  
t o  t h e i r  h e a r t s  en f o rc ed  no t  on l y  by  t h e  we i gh t  o f  
divine author i ty,  but by the remembrance of  hi s  l iv ing  
example.

I .  I  s h a l l  d e s c r i b e  t h e  n a t u re ,  qu a l i f i c a t i on s ,  a nd  
duties of the minister ial off ice, as stated in the context.  
‘The e lder s  which a re  among you,  I  exhor t ’ ,  s a id  the  
a p o s t l e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  v e r s e .  T h e  t e r m  ‘ e l d e r ’ w a s  
pr imar i ly  addres sed to  per sons  o f  advanced year s ;  but 

*	 O f  w h o m  t h e r e  w e r e  t h r e e  p r e s e n t  ( s e e  a f t e r w a r d s ) ,  b e s i d e s  
several other ministers.
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by an easy trans i t ion i t  was appl ied as  a  t i t le  of  es teem  
and  d i gn i t y  t o  tho s e  who,  wha t eve r  t he i r  a ge,  we re  
eminent for the qualities usually looked for in declining  
l i fe;  and eventual ly i t  became a term of off ice,  and was  
the appe l l a t ion of  those  who f i l l ed any s ta t ion of  im- 
por tance, i t  being assumed that they would be eminent  
e i ther  for  yea r s  or  wi sdom.  I t  i s  one  o f  the  te r ms  by  
which  the  min i s te r s  o f  the  gospe l  a re  de s igna ted ,  fo r  
the reason las t  ass igned. But they are a l so denominated  
bishops: ‘Feed the f lock, taking the over sight* thereof ’,  
o r ,  ‘ a c t i n g  t h e  p a r t  o f  b i s h o p s  t owa rd s  t h e m .’ B y  
imp l i ca t ion  they  a re  a l so  de s igna ted  pa s to r s  o r  shep- 
herds .  The f i r s t  t e r m i s  a  t i t l e  o f  d ign i ty,  the  second  
descr ibes their duty as appointed to overlook the church,  
and the third conveys the same meaning as  the second,  
expres s ing i t  by a  f igure  taken f rom rura l  a f f a i r s .  I t  i s  
this last view of the minister ial off ice, which I shall now  
i l lus trate,  by set t ing for th the qual i f icat ions and duties  
of the pastoral character.

The  f l o ck  wh i ch  i s  commi t t ed  to  the i r  c a re  i s  t he  
Church of God, which is  thus denominated to teach us  
that bel iever s  are the specia l  proper ty of Chr is t ,  which  
he  owns ,  love s ,  and  pro tec t s ,  in  d i s t inc t ion  f rom the  
wicked (who,  in compar i son with the r ighteous ,  are  a  
k ind  o f  wi ld  bea s t s  in  whom he  ha s  ne i the r  pecu l i a r  
proper ty nor p leasure) ,  and are  thus  denominated a l so  
to teach us that Chr ist ians are not to l ive sol i tar i ly and  
unconnec t ed ,  bu t  a re  to  un i t e  themse lve s  w i th  e ach  
other in vis ible communion and brotherly love, and are 

*	 E p i s c o p o u n t e s .  I t  i s  a n  u n a n s w e r a b l e  a r g u m e n t  t h a t  t h e  
wo rd s  b i s hop s ,  e l d e r s ,  a nd  p a s t o r s ,  me an  p r e c i s e l y  t h e  s ame  o f f i c e r s ;  
t h a t  i n  t h i s  p a s s a g e ,  a s  we l l  a s  i n  Ac t s  2 0 : 17–28 ,  t h ey  a r e  a l l  a pp l i ed  
to the same persons.
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to submit to the guidance and direct ions of  their  g reat  
Shepherd,  and in a l l  th ings  to mani fe s t  the s impl ic i ty,  
har mlessness ,  and innocence of  which the sheep i s  the  
natural emblem.

1.  I  sh a l l  con s ide r  the  du t i e s  wh ich  th i s  f i gu r a t ive  
descr ipt ion of  the pas tora l  of f ice impl ies .  I t  i s  incum- 
bent on a Chr is t ian shepherd to feed the f lock. This  i s  
exp re s s l y  en jo ined  by  S t  Pe t e r,  who,  i n  such  admo- 
n i t ion ,  doe s  bu t  echo  the  th r i ce  repea ted  in junc t ion  
addre s sed  to  h imse l f  by  h i s  r i sen  Lord .  The pr inc ipa l  
p a r t  o f  a  s hephe rd ’s  du ty  i s  t o  p rov ide  food  fo r  t he  
sheep.  In  summer  you wi l l  s ee  h im conduc t ing  them  
to the verdant  pas ture;  and in winter,  when,  the snow  
has  covered the  herbage,  or  the  f ros t  ha s  wi thered i t ,  
you will behold him supplying them with fodder, anxious  
and labor ious to satisfy their craving appetite with plen- 
t i fu l  and  su i t ab l e  supp l i e s .  Such  i s  the  beau t i fu l  and  
instruct ive emblem by which the Chr is t ian shepherd i s  
t augh t  h i s  du ty,  and  admon i shed  to  pe r fo r m i t .  And  
what  i s  the  provi s ion wi th  which he i s  to  feed them?  
Food for the mind and hear t ,  sui ted to their  condit ion  
a s  r a t iona l  be ing s ,  a s  f a l l en  s inner s ,  and  a s  immor t a l  
c r e a t u re s ,  t h e  t r u t h  a s  i t  i s  i n  Je s u s .  H e  i s  n o t  t o  
o f f e r  t hem the  mere  f l ower s  o f  rhe to r i c,  o r  t he  d r y  
hu sk s  o f  c r i t i c i sm,  o r  the  thor n s  o f  con t rove r sy,  bu t  
‘whole some words ,  even the  words  o f  our  Lord  Je su s  
Chr i s t ,  and the doctr ine which i s  according to godl i- 
ness ’ ,  whereby they may be nour ished in f a i th,  r ighte- 
ou sne s s ,  hope  and  love,  to  eve r l a s t i ng  l i f e .  He  i s  t o  
spread before  them the whole  counse l  o f  God,  and to  
keep  noth ing  back  which  i s  p ro f i t able  fo r  them.  The  
doc t r ine s  a re  to  be  exp l a ined  and  p roved ,  the  du t i e s  
s t a t e d  and  en fo rc ed .  I n  t h e  co r r up t  ph r a s eo l ogy  o f 
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some misguided Chr i s t ians ,  the ter m food i s  res t r icted  
to  the  doct r ina l  par t s  o f  d iv ine  reve la t ion,  whi l s t  the  
dut ie s  o f  re l ig ion,  however  evange l ica l ly  they may be  
t re a t ed  by  the  min i s t e r,  a re  rega rded  in  the  l i gh t  o f  
useless  chaf f .  But where,  we would be glad to know, i s  
such re s t r ic t ion o f  the  te r m to  be  found in  the  Word  
o f  God .  There  we  a re  t aught  tha t  a l l  which  God ha s  
revea led  a s  t r u th  i s  food for  the  sou l ,  whether  in  the  
way  o f  f a c t ,  o f  doc t r ine,  o r  o f  du ty.  Tha t  Chr i s t i an  
i s  f e d ,  i n  t h e  b e s t  s e n s e  o f  t h e  t e r m ,  w h o  h a s  h i s  
f i l ia l  fear excited, his  love kindled, and his  zeal  quick- 
ened ,  whe the r  i t  b e  by  p romi s e,  o r  by  t h re a t en ing ,  
o r  by  p r e c e p t .  To  p rov i d e  t h i s  f o o d  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  
ch ie f  anx ie t i e s  o f  a  Chr i s t i an  pa s to r.  He  wi l l  no t ,  i f  
he  be  wor thy  o f  h i s  n ame  and  o f f i c e,  s c a t t e r  be fo re  
them the mere commonplace thoughts  of  a  super f ic ia l  
theo logy,  which  he  ha s  innumerable  t imes  prev ious ly  
re p e a t ed  t o  t h em .  Tha t  wou l d  b e  t o  g a t h e r  up  and  
sp read  aga in  be fo re  the  f lock  fodder  which  they  had  
o f t e n  r e f u s e d  a n d  t r a m p l e d  u p o n  b e f o r e .  H e  w i l l  
s tudy the sacred Scr iptures in his  c loset ,  and g ive him- 
se l f  to reading, meditat ion, and a l l  sacred lear ning. He  
wil l  ever labour to gain clearer, and more enlarged, and  
more a f fect ing views of  divine t ruth,  that  he may lead  
h i s  peop le  onward  in  the  pa th  o f  under s t and ing .  He  
wil l  not be sat i s f ied merely to get through his  sermons  
in any manner, and feel himself suff iciently rewarded by  
escaping the language of  complaint ,  but wi l l  mourn as  
hav ing  l aboured  in  va in  t i l l  he  see s  them g rowing  in  
g race,  and in  the  knowledge  o f  God and our  Sav iour  
Jesus Christ.

In spec t ion  o f  the  s t a te  o f  the  f lock  i s  another  duty  
imp l i ed  in  th i s  e l eg an t  f i gu re.  A  shephe rd  examine s 
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into the condit ion of the sheep, and adapts his  conduct  
to  e ach  ind iv idua l  c a s e.  I t  i s  a  beau t i fu l  de s c r ip t ion  
which the Divine Pastor g ives of his  own conduct,  and  
i t  shou ld  be  imi ta ted  by  ever y  one  o f  h i s  s e r vant s .  ‘ I  
wi l l  feed my f lock,  and cause them to l ie  down. I  wi l l  
s eek  tha t  which was  lo s t ,  and br ing  aga in  tha t  which  
wa s  d r i ve n  away,  a n d  w i l l  b i n d  u p  t h a t  w h i c h  wa s  
broken,  and wi l l  s t rengthen that  which was  s ick .’ Yes ,  
we should know the c i rcumstances  o f  our  people,  the  
sor rows which oppres s  them,  the  care s  which per p lex  
them, the sins which beset them, the temptations which  
as sa i l  them, and the di f f icul t ies  which embar rass  them,  
in  order  tha t  we may g ive  to  each ‘ a  por t ion o f  meat  
i n  d u e  s e a s o n .’ T h e  p u l p i t  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  t h e  o n l y  
scene  o f  our  l abour s ,  but  un i t ing  the  pa s tor  wi th  the  
preacher we should ascer tain exactly, either by our own  
per sonal examination or by the aid of competent ass ist- 
ant s ,  the character  and c i rcumstances  of  each member  
o f  the  f lock .  There  a re  pecu l i a r  ca se s ,  which  requ i re  
pecul ia r  t rea tment .  Thi s  par t  o f  our  duty,  I  am aware,  
i s  ver y  d i f f i cu l t  in  the  pre sent  age  o f  the  church,  but  
ought not to be neglected.* Duties cannot be in oppo-

*	 I n  l a r g e  t o w n s ,  w h e r e  t h e  s p h e r e  o f  a  m i n i s t e r ’ s  d u t y  i s  w i d e ,  
and  he ,  f r om pecu l i a r  c i r cums t ance s ,  i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  much  f r om home ,  
the  l ibe ra l i t y  o f  the  church  shou ld  prov ide  h im,  or  enab le  h im to  pro- 
v ide  h imse l f ,  w i th  a  su i t ab l e  a s s i s t an t  t o  be a r  a  p a r t  o f  t he  bu rden  o f  
p a s t o r a l  a n d  m i n i s t e r i a l  c a r e s .  U n h a p p i l y  t h i s  h a s  n o t  a l w a y s  b e e n  
f o u n d  t o  b e  p r a c t i c a b l e  o n  o t h e r  g r o u n d s  t h a n  t h o s e  o f  p e c u n i a r y  
d i f f i c u l t y .  T h e r e  a r e ,  h o w e v e r ,  f o u r  c a s e s  i n  B i r m i n g h a m  a t  t h i s  
momen t  whe r e  t h e  p l an  i s  s u c c e s s f u l l y  a c t ed  upon .  [The  m in i s t e r s  s o  
a s soc ia ted,  in  addi t ion to those  a t  Carr s  Lane Chapel ,  were ,  a t  Ebenezer  
Chape l ,  t he  Rev .  T  Ea s t  and  the  Rev .  Wi l l i ams ;  a t  t he  O ld  Mee t ing ,  
t h e  R e v .  R  K e l l  a n d  t h e  R e v .  S W  B r o w n e ;  a n d  a t  t h e  N e w  
Meeting, the Rev. J Kentish and the Rev. J Yates.

Let not this be thought the plea of indolence.
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sition to each other, and therefore no man can be under  
any obl iga t ion to go so much f rom home,  even in the  
cause  o f  re l ig ion ,  a s  nece s s a r i ly  to  in te r fe re  wi th  the  
claims of his own flock. I am sure that more is expected  
in  th i s  re spect ,  f rom many mini s ter s ,  than they e i ther  
can or ought to render.

Protection of his  f lock is  a l so the duty of a shepherd.  
In eastern countr ies, where wild beasts abound, it often  
requ i re s  no  sma l l  sha re  o f  courage  and  re so lu t ion  to  
de fend the  sheep aga ins t  the i r  a t t acks .  David  in for ms  
u s  tha t  in  the  cour se  o f  h i s  pa s to ra l  du t i e s  he  s l ew a  
l ion and a bear which came to as sa i l  hi s  f leecy charge.  
And are  there  no enemies  prowl ing round the  fo ld  o f  
Chr i s t ,  aga ins t  which i t  i s  neces sar y  for  the Chr i s t i an  
shepherd  to  guard  h i s  f lock?  I s  not  Sa t an  per pe tua l ly  
go ing  about  a s  a  roa r ing  l ion ,  s eek ing  whom he  may  
devour ?  I s  no t  the  sp i r i t  o f  the  wor ld  eve r  wa tch ing  
for  an oppor tunity to enter  and devas ta te the interes t s  
o f  p ie ty  in  our  churches ?  Are  there  not  here s ie s  ever  
lu rk ing  about  the  pa s ture s  o f  t r u th?  Aga in s t  a l l  the se  
it is incumbent on the minister s of the gospel to employ  
t h e  eye  o f  v i g i l a n ce  and  t h e  a r m  o f  au tho r i t y.  Our  
Saviour himself  warned his f ir s t  minister s against some,  
who though inwardly  they were ravenous  wolves ,  yet ,  
under the gui se  of  sheep’s  c lothing,  would ga in acces s  
to  the  f lock .  There  a re  ca se s  in  which  i t  requ i re s  no  
ordinary courage to ar rest  and expel  these mischievous  
i n t r u d e r s .  To  s t o p  t h e  p rog re s s  o f  t h e  a n t i n o m i a n  
here sy  which in  moder n t imes  ha s  de so l a ted  so  many  
churches ;  to  re s i s t  the  in f luence  o f  some power fu l  or  
wor ld ly-minded profes sor ;  or  to  curb the ambi t ion of  
some r is ing Diotrephes,  who is  per petual ly making en- 
c ro a chmen t s  on  t h e  l i b e r t y  bo t h  o f  t h e  p a s t o r  a nd 
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people,  requi re s  a  deg ree  o f  bo ldnes s  not  a lways  pos- 
s e s s ed  by  the  min i s t e r s  o f  the  go spe l .  A  t empor i s ing  
po l icy  has  somet imes  been re sor ted to  for  the  sake of  
peace, but it  has only g iven the mischief more time and  
more scope for  operat ion.  I  admit  that  g reat  prudence  
a nd  m i l dn e s s  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  i n  s u ch  c a s e s ,  bu t  t h ey  
should be combined with great firmness.

Af fec t iona te  tender ne s s  i s  genera l l y  a s soc i a ted  wi th  
the  cha r a c t e r  o f  a  shephe rd .  The  de s c r i p t ion  o f  ou r  
g rea t  Redeemer  g iven by  the  evange l i ca l  p rophet  ha s  
a lway s  been  admi red .  ‘He  sha l l  f e ed  h i s  f l o ck  l i ke  a  
shepherd ,  he  sha l l  ga ther  the  l ambs  wi th  h i s  a r m and  
ca r r y  them in  h i s  bosom,  and  sha l l  gen t ly  l e ad  those  
t h a t  a r e  w i t h  yo u n g .’ A n d  t h i s ,  i n  m e a s u re ,  i s  t h e  
charac te r  o f  ever y  cons i s tent  min i s te r  o f  Chr i s t .  I t  i s  
but  a  ver y smal l  par t  of  the minis ter ’s  character  which  
you see in the pulpit .  You may there behold the beam- 
ings of holy affection in his eye, and hear the breathings  
o f  t ender ne s s  f rom h i s  l ip s ;  bu t  the  so l i c i tude  which  
oppresses his heart, and the love that glows in his bosom,  
wh ich  ne i the r  t ime  can  d imin i sh  nor  in ju r y  de s t roy ;  
which lead h im to weep over  your  f a i l ings ,  and smi le  
upon the  budd ing  exce l l ence s  o f  your  cha rac te r ;  and  
which, could he serve you in no other way, would render  
him will ing to be offered upon the service and sacr if ice  
o f  your  f a i th ;  the se  you cannot  know.  He bear s  upon  
hi s  hear t  the burden of  a l l  your interes t s ,  and i s  indi f- 
f e ren t  t o  no th i ng  t h a t  conce r n s  you .  Even  i n  t em- 
po r a l  a f f a i r s  h e  s ympa t h i s e s  w i t h  a l l  you r  j oy s  a nd  
s o r rows ,  bu t  he  concen t r a t e s  h i s  s o l i c i t ude  i n  wha t  
re la tes  to your souls .  His  ear  i s  ever open to the voice  
of your enquir ies and complaints ;  he wil l  tr y to soothe  
your sor rows, hush your alarms, scatter your fear s, guide 
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your feet ,  and ‘being af fect ionately desirous of you, he  
wi l l  be gent le  amongst  you even as  a  nur se  cher i sheth  
her children.’

A  f a i th fu l  min i s t e r  wi l l  en fo rce  a l l  h i s  in s t r uc t ion s  
by hi s  example.  In eas ter n countr ies  shepherds  do not  
dr ive the flock before them as ours do, but go before the  
sheep,  and  a l l u re  them onward  by  the i r  we l l -known  
vo ice.  Hence  the  P s a lmi s t  s ay s  in  tha t  beau t i fu l  pa s - 
t o r a l  ode,  t he  twen ty - th i rd  P s a lm :  ‘He  l e ade th  me,’  
no t  d r ive th  me,  ‘ be s ide  the  s t i l l  wa te r s .’ Wha t  fo rce  
and beauty  does  th i s  f ac t  g ive  to  our  Lord’s  own lan- 
guage,  ‘The  sheep  hea r  h i s  vo i ce,  and  he  c a l l e th  h i s  
own sheep by name,  and leadeth them out ;  and when  
he putteth for th his  own sheep,  he goeth before them,  
and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice.’ The  
necessity of a holy example in the teacher of rel ig ion is  
strongly implied even in the negative par t of the injunc- 
t ion ,  ‘ne i the r  a s  be ing  lo rd s  over  God’s  he r i t age.’ To  
en jo in  o the r s  t o  do  wha t  we  re fu s e  t o  do  ou r s e l ve s  
wou l d  b e  t o  t re a t  ou r  p eop l e  a s  s l ave s  o r  s e r van t s ,  
who are commanded to perform services from which their  
ma s t e r s  a re  e xemp t .  To  s ubmi t  t o  t h e  s ame  ob l i g a - 
t ions both in f aith and practice which we enforce upon  
the people, to mind the same thing, to walk by the same  
rule as we lay down for them, is  the only way in which  
we  can  come up  to  the  sp i r i t  o f  th i s  in junc t ion .  We  
a re  to  be  ‘example s  to  the  be l iever s  in  word,  in  con- 
ve r s a t i on ,  i n  c h a r i t y,  i n  s p i r i t ,  i n  f a i t h ,  i n  pu r i t y.’  
In s tead  o f  l agg ing  behind in  these  th ings ,  our  proper  
place is before the flock. We should not be satisf ied with  
the same relig ious attainments as our hearers, but should  
s t r ive to excel  them. Defects  and f a i l ings which would  
be unnoticed in them, will be instantly observed in us. If 
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ob scu r i t y  be  a  p r iv i l ege,  we  have  d i s f r anch i s ed  our- 
se lves  of  thi s .  Our cong regat ions  t reat  our excel lences  
and our  f a i l ings  wi th a  d i f fe rent  measure ;  having sur- 
veyed  the  l a t t e r  by  a  magni fy ing  power,  they  look a t  
the former through a lens which diminishes the object;  
and for  thi s  reason,  because they expect  f rom us  more  
good  and  l e s s  ev i l  t h an  f rom the  re s t  o f  t h e  wor l d .  
They expect to see our descr iptions of piety copied into  
o u r  ow n  c o n d u c t ,  a n d  h a p py  t h e  m a n  w h o  h av i n g  
s e t  f o r t h  t r u e  god l i n e s s  i n  h i s  d i s cou r s e s ,  i n  a l l  i t s  
beaut i fu l  propor t ions and a l l  i t s  g lowing colour s ,  sha l l  
con s t r a in  the  aud i ence  to  exc l a im ,  ‘The  pa in t e r  h a s  
d e l i n e a t e d  h i s  ow n  l i ke n e s s .’ H a p py  t h e  m a n  w h o,  
when  the  peop l e  s h a l l  a s k ,  ‘Wha t  i s  re l i g i on ? ’ s h a l l  
be  no t  on ly  ab l e  to  rep ly  in  re f e rence  to  h i s  pu lp i t ,  
‘Come and hea r ’ ,  bu t  in  re fe rence  to  h i s  l i f e,  ‘Come  
a nd  s e e .’ He  on l y  i s  a n  honou r  t o  h i s  o f f i c e ,  o r  i s  
honoured by it, who lives the gospel which he preaches,  
a nd  a do r n s  by  h i s  c onduc t  t h e  do c t r i n e s  wh i ch  h e  
be l ieves .  But  the unholy mini s ter  o f  re l ig ion i s  a  d i s- 
grace to Chr istianity and the worst enemy of his species.  
He i s  the most  powerful  abettor of  inf idel i ty,  and does  
more to wither the moral interests of mankind than the  
most malignant and pesti ferous treatises that ever issued  
f rom the  p re s s .  I f  he  pe r i shed  a lone  in  h i s  s i n s ,  ou r  
f ee l ing s  might  be  those  o f  unming led  p i ty ;  but  when  
we view him ruining the souls of others by his example,  
we uni te  abhor rence  wi th  our  compas s ion ,  ju s t  a s  we  
should at  the conduct  of  the shepherd who f i r s t  drove  
his f lock over a precipice and then dashed himself upon  
the rocks below. And even where the misconduct  does  
not amount to vice, how many hinder the salutary effect  
o f  the i r  preaching by incons i s tenc ie s  unwor thy of  the 
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Chr i s t i an  much move o f  the  Chr i s t i an  mini s te r.  Such  
men resemble not  the l ighthouse,  which hangs  out  i t s  
beaming s ignal  to warn the tempest-tossed sai lor of his  
danger  and guide him in sa fe ty  on hi s  cour se ;  but  the  
wander ing  and  de lu s ive  f i re s ,  wh ich  mi s l e ad  the  un- 
wa r y  t r ave l l e r  t o  e ngu l f  h im  i n  t h e  ma r s h .  We  a re  
too apt to lose s ight of  moral  blemishes when they are  
accompan ied  by  the  sp l endour  o f  b r i l l i an t  power s  o f  
mind;  beholding some men,  l ike the angel  s tanding in  
the sun, enveloped in the blaze of their ta lents,  we feel  
i n c l i n e d  t o  make  o r  a dm i t  on  t h e i r  b eh a l f  e x c u s e s  
which would not be enter tained in behalf  of per sons of  
in fe r io r  ab i l i t i e s .  I  know o f  noth ing  more  dangerous  
to the interests of true piety than that idolatry of talent  
which re sembles  the  super s t i t ions  o f  the  o ld  heathens  
who  wor sh i pped  god s  s u i t ed  t o  t h e i r  own  t a s t e s  o r  
pursuits without any heed of the vices ascr ibed to them.

In the present day,  when the act ive vir tues  of  Chr i s- 
t ianity are cal led for th into such constant and vigorous  
exe rc i s e,  and  when  a  min i s t e r  i s  though t ,  and  ju s t l y  
t hough t ,  b eh ind  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  h i s  t ime,  i f  h e  s t and s  
a loof from schemes of public usefulness ,  i t  i s  very pro- 
bable that  the va lue of  the pure,  and mild,  and pass ive  
g races  may be under ra ted.  I f  the for mer are  neces sar y  
for conver ting the heathen abroad, the latter are equally  
necessar y for rebuking the spir i t  of  inf idel i ty at  home.  
I contend that these two classes of excel lence are by no  
means incompatible with each other ; so f ar from it ,  the  
g r ande s t  e l eva t ion  o f  human  cha r ac t e r  to  wh ich  any  
man can at ta in,  i s  to unite the ardour of  zea l  with the  
pur ity of hol iness ,  and public spir i t  with per sonal  re l i- 
g ion ;  and  he  i s  the  f i r s t  o f  h i s  spec ie s ,  because  mos t  
l ike the Redeemer of the world, who causes his  zeal  to 



298	 works of john angell james volume i�

r i se  upon mankind wi th the  blaze  and benef i t s  o f  the  
sun ,  and a t  the  s ame t ime makes  the  in f luence  o f  h i s  
holy example to descend upon them, s i lent ,  pure,  and  
penetrating as the dew.

2 .  The apos t le  s t a te s  in  a  nega t ive  for m the  manner  
i n  wh i ch  the  du t i e s  o f  t he  p a s to r a l  o f f i c e  a re  t o  be  
entered upon and discharged. A minis ter  i s  not to take  
upon him the over sight of a f lock under constraint,  but  
w i th  a  wi l l ing  mind .  Th i s  had  a  pa r t i cu l a r  re f e rence  
to  the  s t a t e  o f  th ing s  du r ing  the  apo s to l i c  age.  The  
demon of per secution had recent ly r i sen from the bot- 
tomles s  p i t  l ike  the  beas t  in  the  apoca lypse  a scending  
f rom the sea,  ‘ to whom it  was g iven to make war with  
the sa int s ,  and to overcome them.’ At  such a  t ime the  
pastor s of the churches were the f ir s t  objects  of attack,  
i n  o rde r  th a t  t he  shephe rd s  be ing  s e i z ed ,  t he  f l o ck s  
m i g h t  b e  s c a t t e r e d  w i t h  g re a t e r  e a s e .  U n d e r  t h e s e  
c i rcums t ance s  i t  wa s  d i f f i cu l t  to  pe r suade  some who  
were eminently qualif ied for the pastoral off ice to under- 
take i t s  dut ies ,  and when prevai led upon to accept the  
charge  o f  sou l s ,  they  would  do so  wi th  re luc tant  and  
unwil l ing minds .  To check thi s  spir i t  of  cowardice the  
apos t le  admoni shed them not  to  shr ink f rom the  pos t  
of danger, nor to occupy it upon compulsion, but cheer- 
ful ly to under take i t s  arduous functions.  At the present  
day the danger i s  not the same in reference to entrance  
upon the pas tora l  of f ice ;  many are now too ready,  and  
run before they are sent ;  but many, having entered the  
of f ice,  perform it s  duties  unwil l ingly.  They go to their  
s tud ie s  a s  men  who a re  d r agged  to  p r i son ;  the  work  
of  prepar ing for  the pulpi t  i s  d i sgust ing drudger y,  and  
even the high employment of preaching the Gospel i s  a  
wear iness  of which they constant ly complain. They are 
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in off ice, and they must remain there, and they act only  
unde r  the  compu l s i on  o f  t h i s  nece s s i t y.  Eve r y  th ing  
wither s  under their  hands ;  they benumb ever y interes t  
which they touch.  The f lock wander  f rom a  shepherd  
who does nothing for them except by constraint, t i l l  he  
can a lmos t  s ay,  ‘ I  a lone am le f t .’ Oh for  more  o f  tha t  
re ady  mind ,  t h a t  be ing  i n s t an t  i n  s e a son  and  ou t  o f  
season to preach the word, to vis i t  the s ick, to instruct  
the  ignorant ,  which sha l l  look a s  i f  we fe l t  the  va lue  
o f  sou l s ,  were  an t i c ipa t ing  the  approach  o f  e t e r n i t y,  
and had our eye f ixed on the solemnit ies  of  the judge- 
ment day.

We a re  fo rb idden to  t ake  the  over s igh t  o f  the  f lock  
fo r  the  s ake  o f  f i l t hy  luc re.  The  love  o f  money  wi l l  
impe l  men to  do  a l l  th ing s  which  a re  ev i l ;  i t  ha s  l ed  
to  the  neg lec t  o f  ever y  duty,  and  the  per pe t r a t ion  o f  
eve r y  c r ime :  i t  h a s  s t e e l ed  t he  he a r t  a g a in s t  a l l  t h e  
c l a im s  o f  human i t y,  a nd  g r a t i t ude,  and  j u s t i c e ,  a nd  
affection; it has transformed men into beasts and f iends;  
bu t  the  ve r y  c l imax  o f  i t s  gu i l t ,  i t s  mi sch ie f ,  and  i t s  
punishment,  wil l  be found in that man who under takes  
the ministr y of the word and the care of souls  f rom no  
higher motive than pecuniar y advantage.  And yet what  
c rowds ,  wi th  hands  unc lean ,  and  hea r t s  unsanc t i f i ed ,  
r ush to the a l t a r,  mere ly  ‘ to  ea t  the f a t  and dr ink the  
sweet’ ,  unawed by the voice which is ever crying, ‘Off ,  
o f f ,  ye  p ro f a n e .’ I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  t h e  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  
d i s s en t ing  pu lp i t s ,  who see  no  sp lend id  d ign i t i e s ,  no  
r ich emoluments, no ecclesiast ical dist inctions to which  
they can at ta in,  and have no poss ibi l i ty of  prefer ments  
suf f ic ient to g rat i fy avar ice or ambit ion, are f ar  les s  in  
danger of this evil than those who labour within a com- 
munion where a graduated scale of rank and emolument, 
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extending f rom the archiepi scopa l  pa lace  down to the  
vicarage, is presented to the eve of every one who looks  
towards the church; s t i l l ,  amongst us there are some, i t  
i s  to be feared, who, having tasted the bread of idleness  
love  i t  so  we l l  a s  to  exc l a im,  ‘Ever more  g ive  u s  th i s  
bread.’ Such a man, too indolent to work, and foolishly  
cons ider ing tha t  the  mini s t r y  i s  an  ea sy  mode of  l i f e,  
s t e a l s  i n to  t he  p r i e s t ’s  o f f i c e  f o r  a  mor s e l  o f  b re ad .  
Contempt ib l e  c rea tu re !  Cons ide ra te  men e s t eem h im  
a  d e ad  we i gh t  on  the  commun i t y.  H i s  God  de sp i s e s  
h im ,  and  th rows  h im h i s  mor s e l  by  the  h and s  o f  an  
ignorant  peop le.  The n ight  comes  on ,  and a l l  i s  da rk  
a nd  d i sma l .  He  h a s  h a d  h i s  r ewa rd ;  i t  i s  a l l  s p e n t ,  
and  no t  a  d rop  o f  wa t e r  rema in s  f o r  a  va s t  e t e r n i t y.  
Unhappy  man !  he  t ook  upon  h im  the  c a re  o f  o the r  
men’s souls ,  when he knew not how to take care of his  
own.

A  Ch r i s t i a n  m in i s t e r  i s  no t  t o  l o rd  i t  ove r  God ’s  
he r i t age.*  He ha s  no  domin ion  over  the  consc i ence ;  
no power resides in him to enjoin any thing in the way  
of  f a i th or  pract ice.  He i s  a  ru ler,  but  i t  i s  for  Chr i s t ;  
h e  i s  t o  en jo i n ,  bu t  i t  i s  i n  t h e  n ame  o f  Je s u s .  H i s  
power in the church is minister ial ,  not leg is lator ial .  He  
i s  to  a s sume no haughty a i r s ,  no of f ic ia l  pr ide,  but  to 

*	 The  o r i g i n a l  t e rm  i s  c l e r o s ,  o r  c l e r gy ,  and  a f f o r d s  i n  i t s  mode rn  
a ccep t a t ion  a  s t r i k ing  in s t ance  o f  the  pe rve r s ion  o f  l anguage .  Noth ing  
c a n  b e  m o r e  i n d i s p u t a b l e  t h a n  t h a t  S t  P e t e r  h e r e  a p p l i e s  i t  t o  t h e  
f lock ,  in  cont r ad i s t inc t ion  to  the  shepherd .  The  peop le  a re  he re  ca l l ed  
God’ s  c le rgy ,  tha t  i s ,  h i s  lo t ,  por t ion ,  or  inher i t ance ,  in  a l lu s ion to  the  
d i v i s i on  o f  the  l and  o f  Ca ina an  among s t  the  ch i l d r en  o f  I s r a e l  by  l o t .  
No  coun t en an c e  f o r  a pp r op r i a t i n g  t h i s  wo rd  t o  t h e  m in i s t e r s  o f  t h e  
Go spe l  c an  be  de r i ved  even  f rom the  O ld  Te s t amen t ;  f o r  t he  t r i be  o f  
L e v i ,  w h o s e  p r i v i l e g e s  i n  m a n y  t h i n g s  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  t h e  p r o t o - 
t ype s  o f  min i s t e r i a l  p r e roga t i ve s ,  a r e  no  where  c a l l ed  God ’ s  c l e ro s ,  o r 
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conduct himself amidst the people of his charge with all  
humil i ty,  der iving al l  his  dignity from the pur ity of his  
charac ter,  and the  subl imi ty  o f  h i s  employment .  Such  
i s  the view St  Peter  g ives  of  the of f ice and dut ies  of  a  
Christian pastor.

I I .  I  sha l l  con s ide r  h i s  subord ina t ion  and  re spons i - 
b i l i ty  to  Chr i s t .  These  a re  impl ied  in  the  expre s s ion ,  
‘ t he  Ch i e f  Shephe rd ’ .  I t  i s  need l e s s  t o  s ay  th a t  t h i s  
re fer s  to our divine Lord.  Under the f igure of  a  shep- 
h e rd  h e  wa s  p re d i c t e d  by  p rophe t s ,  r e p re s en t e d  by  
apos t le s ,  and a t  g rea t  length descr ibed by himse l f .  An  
adjective of distinction is, however, general ly applied to  
h i m ,  a n d  h e  i s  c a l l e d  ‘ t h e  g re a t ’ ,  ‘ t h e  g o o d ’ ,  ‘ t h e  
chief Shepherd’.

T h i s  l a t t e r  e p i t h e t  w h i c h  i s  g i ve n  t o  h i m  i n  t h e  
text  impl ies ,  1.  His  super ior i ty to a l l  other s .  They are  
mere men of  the same nature as  their  f locks ;  he in hi s  
mys te r iou s  and  complex  pe r son  un i t e s  the  uncrea ted  
glor ies  of the Godhead with the milder beauties  of the  
pe r f ec t  man .  They  ( in  a  good  sen se  o f  the  t e r m)  a re  
h i red pas tor s ;  he  i s  the  g rea t  propr ie tor  o f  the  sheep,  
whom he purchased f rom divine jus t ice by the ransom  
of  h i s  blood,  and rescued f rom the dominion of  Satan  
by  the  power  o f  h i s  a r m.  They  pa r t ake  o f  the  in f i r -

c l e r g y ,  t h o u g h  t h a t  e x p r e s s i o n  i s  f r e q u e n t l y  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  w h o l e  
n a t i o n .  M o s e s ,  i n  a n  a d d r e s s  t o  G o d ,  u s e s  t h i s  l a n g u a g e ,  ‘ T h e y  a r e  
thy people  and thine inher i tance’  (Deuteronomy 9:29) .  The words  in the  
S e p t u a g i n t  a r e  ‘ l a o s  s o u  k a i  c l e r o s  s o u . ’  T h e  s a m e  p e r s o n s  a r e  i n  
t h e  s ame  s en t ence  c a l l e d  bo th  c l e r gy  and  l a i t y .  So  a l s o  S t  Pe t e r  c a l l s  
t h e  c h u r c h  i n  o n e  v e r s e  t h e  f l o c k ,  a n d  i n  a n o t h e r  t h e  c l e r g y .  I t  i s  
s o m e w h a t  e x t r a o r d i n a r y ,  s a y s  D r  C a m p b e l l ,  t h a t  i n  t h e  c h o i c e  o f  
d i s t i n c t i on s ,  wh i ch  the  chu rch  ru l e r s  s o  soon  showed  a  d i s po s i t i on  to  
a f f e c t ,  t h ey  shou ld  h ave  p a i d  a lmo s t  a s  l i t t l e  a t t en t i on  to  t he  s t y l e  a s  
they did to the spirit and meaning of the sacred books.
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mi t ie s  o f  the  peop le ;  he  i s  ho ly,  ha r mle s s ,  and unde- 
f i led.  They are encompassed with ignorance,  and with  
the  be s t  i n t en t ion s  o f t en  e r r  in  the  d i rec t ion  o f  the  
church.  Uner r ing wisdom character i se s  a l l  h i s  d i spen- 
s a t ions  towards  the  church ,  and then i s  he  mos t  wi se  
(if compar ison may be instituted) when most myster ious.  
They, even when most par ticular in their attention, may  
over look some member s  o f  the i r  f lock ,  and  be  unac- 
qua in ted  wi th  the  concer ns  o f  many whom they  may  
wi sh  to  know;  he,  by  h i s  a t t r ibu te s  o f  omnipre sence  
and  omni sc i ence,  i s  nea r  to  ever y  one,  and  knows  a s  
accurately the state of al l ,  and exercises as tender a care  
over  each,  a s  i f  one s ingle  lamb were the so le  and ex- 
c lu s ive  ob jec t  o f  h i s  pa s to ra l  a t t en t ion .  They  pos se s s  
a f fec t ion for  the i r  f lock ,  but  the  war mes t  bosom tha t  
ever glowed with minis ter ia l  love,  i s  as  the fr ig id zone  
i t s e l f  compared  wi th  the  love  o f  h i s  hea r t .  They  a re  
weak, and are often ready to s ink under the mult ipl ied  
cares  of  of f ice;  but though the government i s  upon his  
shoulder,  he  f a in te th not ,  ne i ther  i s  wear y,  for  ‘He i s  
the  A lpha  and  Omega ,  the  Lord  God A lmigh ty,  who  
wa s ,  a nd  i s ,  a nd  i s  t o  c ome.’ They  a re  mo r t a l ,  a nd  
con t i nue  no t  by  re a son  o f  d e a th ;  h e  i s  t h e  ‘ b l e s s ed  
and on ly  potenta te,  who on ly  ha th  immor ta l i ty ’ ,  and  
re igns ,  a s  Head over  a l l  th ings  to  h i s  church ,  not  ‘by  
the  l aw o f  a  ca r na l  commandment ,  bu t  by  the  power  
o f  an  end l e s s  l i f e .’ Dea th  h a s  a c c e s s  t o  ou r  pu l p i t s ,  
but  not  to hi s  throne.  He mainta ins  hi s  church amids t  
the ravages of death, and though his f locks die, and the  
shepherds  d ie  wi th  them,  he  ra i se s  up other  sheep to  
occupy the folds, and other shepherds to feed and watch  
t h em .  I t  i s  i n  t h i s  s e n s e  ( a s  s ome  t h i nk )  we  a re  t o  
under s t and  h i s  own l anguage,  ‘Upon th i s  rock  wi l l  I 
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build my church, and the gates of hell* shall not prevail  
against  i t .’ The gates  of  the unseen world were thrown  
open by  the  hand which p lucked the  forb idden f r u i t ,  
and  have  been kept  open ever  s ince  by  the  ju s t i ce  o f  
God.  Not  on ly  have  the  wicked pa s sed  through those  
g loomy por ta l s ,  but  every generat ion of  the r ighteous.  
Mi l l ions  o f  s a in t s  have  pa s sed  the  awfu l  bar r ie r,  wi th  
myr iads of  f a i thful  holy minis ter s ,  but s t i l l  other s  have  
been rai sed up in their  place,  and the church st i l l  con- 
t inue s  th rough the  power  o f  he r  dea th le s s  Lord .  Her  
boast  and her joy amidst  the ravages of  death,  i s  in his  
l a n g u a g e ,  ‘ I  a m  h e  t h a t  l i ve t h  a n d  wa s  d e a d ,  a n d  
behold  I  am a l ive  for  ever more,  and have  the  keys  o f  
death and of the unseen world.’

2 .  Thi s  ep i the t  impl ie s  the  author i ty  o f  Chr i s t .  He,  
i n  th i s  re spec t ,  i s  t he  ch i e f  Shephe rd .  ‘A l l  power  i s  
g iven unto him in heaven and in ear th,  and he i s  head  
over  a l l  th ings  to  h i s  church .’ Any dominion over  h i s  
church which i s  e i ther independent of  hi s ,  or  opposed  
to  i t ,  whether  i t  i s  c iv i l  o r  ecc le s i a s t i ca l ,  i s  c l ea r ly  a  
rebe l l ious  invas ion of  h i s  subl ime and ina l ienable  pre- 
rog a t i ve .  I t  i s  e x c l u s i ve l y  h i s  r i g h t  t o  r u l e  i n  t h e  
church, to regulate a l l  i t s  concerns,  and al l  i t s  of f icer s .  
He ca l l s  the under shepherds  to their  of f ice,  fur ni shes  
them with their intel lectual and spir itual quali f ications,  
a s s i s t s  t h e m  i n  t h e i r  d u t i e s ,  s e l e c t s  f o r  t h e m  t h e i r  
s t a t i on s ,  b l e s s e s  t he i r  m in i s t r a t i on s ,  and  w i l l  a t  l a s t  
gather them round his bar to account for their conduct.  
Yes ;  for  a l l  the  t a lent s  he  ha s  ent r us ted  to  the i r  ca re,  
for al l  the oppor tunities of usefulness he has put within  
the i r  reach;  for  a l l  they have done and a l l  they might 

*	 T h e  w o r d  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l ,  H a d e s ,  s i g n i f y i n g  t h e  u n s e e n  w o r l d ,  
of which, according to this interpretation, death is the gate.
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have  done;  for  the i r  ac t s  and the i r  mot ives ;  for  ever y  
hour of their t ime and every par ticle of their influence;  
for their  Sabbaths and their  ser mons,  must  they render  
to Chr i s t  a t  the la s t  day an exact  and cor rect  account .  
No d i s t inc t ions  e i ther  o f  t a l en t s  o r  succe s s  wi l l  r a i s e  
t hem above  the  s c r u t iny ;  no  ob s cu r i t y  o f  s t a t i on  o r  
feebleness  of  inte l lect  wi l l  depress  them below i t .  The  
shepherd and the f lock must confront each other before  
the tr ibunal  of  the univer sa l  Judge; they to test i fy how  
he preached, and he to test i fy how they heard. O thou  
g reat and merciful  Saviour, who wilt  then lay as ide the  
amiab l e  cha r ac t e r  o f  the  shephe rd  fo r  the  awfu l  one  
of  the judge,  g rant  us  that  we may f ind mercy of  thee  
in that  day.  Then, when our conduct shal l  come under  
review, and even the motives of it shall be scrutinised, 

Cleans’d in thine own all-purifying blood, 
Forgive the evil, and accept the good.

I I I .  Tur n  we  now to  contempla te  the  f a i th fu l  min- 
ister’s glorious reward.

1 .  T h e  r ewa rd  w i l l  b e  b e s t owe d  w h e n  t h e  c h i e f  
Shephe rd  sh a l l  appea r.  Je su s  Chr i s t  wa s  once  an  in - 
habi tant  o f  our  wor ld .  ‘The word was  made f le sh  and  
dwelt  amongst us’ ,  but having f inished the work which  
required his  per sonal  appearance,  having, l ike the high  
pr ie s t  o f  the Jews,  of fered obla t ion for  the s ins  of  the  
people,  ‘he entered,  by hi s  own blood,  within the vei l  
t o  a ppe a r  i n  t h e  p re s ence  o f  God  f o r  u s .’ S i n c e  h i s  
a scens ion to  g lor y  he  ha s  ca r r ied  on h i s  cause  by  the  
operations of providence, the influence of grace, and the  
dependent  agency of  man,  but  he  h imse l f  i s  inv i s ible.  
The whole f abr ic of practical  Chr ist ianity is  buil t  upon  
the pr inciple of f aith; we believe in him whom we have  
not  seen;  and how wi l l  i t  redound to the g lor y of  h i s 
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wi sdom and  power,  th a t  no twi th s t and ing  the  human  
r a c e  a re  s o  unw i l l i n g  i n  mo s t  t h i n g s  t o  f o l l ow  any  
other guide than the test imony of their senses,  mil l ions  
o f  them shou ld  be  enabled  by  the  ope ra t ion  o f  f a i th  
to  make th ings  unseen predomina te  over  th ings  seen ,  
th ings  fu ture  over  th ings  p re sent ,  th ings  e te r na l  over  
th ings  tempora l ,  and in  expecta t ion of  a  wor ld  which  
none of them have ever seen, and which they knew only  
from the wr itings of men who lived nearly two thousand  
ye a r s  a go,  t o  re s i s t  t he  f a s c i n a t i on s  wh i ch  su r round  
them,  and  mor t i f y  the  p ropens i t i e s  inhe ren t  in  the i r  
own hear ts.  Think what a tr iumph of f aith is exhibited,  
when, out of  love to an unseen Saviour,  men to whom  
l i fe presents  a l l  i t s  at tract ions,  and death a l l  i t s  ter ror s ,  
shou ld  be  wi l l i ng  to  d i e  upon  the  s c a f fo ld  o r  a t  the  
s take.  But the Son of God wil l  not a lways be invis ible:  
‘He  s h a l l  a pp e a r.’ The  ve i l  o f  t h e  ma t e r i a l  h e aven s  
will be drawn aside, and he who now makes intercession  
for us, shall  be seen, l ike his i l lustr ious type, clad in his  
beauti ful  garments ,  returning from the most holy place  
to  ble s s  the  peop le  in  the  name o f  Jehovah .  He sha l l  
not  come in  humi l i a t ion,  a s  he  d id  when hi s  bus ines s  
was to redeem the world; but he shal l  be manifested in  
glory bef i t t ing the judge of the univer se,  and appear as  
‘ t h e  G re a t  G o d  a n d  o u r  S av i o u r .’ I t  i s  n o t  f o r  u s  
even to imagine the splendour of that appearance, which  
i s  expres s ly  ca l led the reve la t ion of  Je sus  Chr i s t .  Who  
can for m an idea of  a  being exhibi t ing as  wel l  a s  pos- 
se s s ing the mingled g lor ie s  o f  de i ty  and humani ty?  or  
of  that  union of awful  just ice and inef f able love which  
wi l l  then be vi s ibly enthroned on hi s  brow? or of  that  
c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  m a j e s t y  w h i c h  i s  i m p l i e d  i n  h i s  
coming in  h i s  own g lor y,  and the g lor y of  h i s  Fa ther, 
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and the  g lor y  o f  h i s  ho ly  ange l s ?  or  o f  the  s ight s  and  
the sounds which shal l  at tend his  descent from heaven,  
and announce hi s  approach to our f laming world? The  
present defects of our knowledge will ,  however, be sup- 
p l i e d  by  t h e  t e s t imony  o f  ou r  s en s e s ,  f o r  when  ‘ h e  
cometh in  the c louds  ever y eye sha l l  see  h im.’ I t  i s  a t  
thi s  t ime, i t  i s  amidst  these circumstances ,  that  the re- 
ward of  the  f a i th fu l  mini s ter  wi l l  be  bes towed.  Marks  
of  f avour s confer red by a king in pr ivate are valued by  
ever y  loya l  sub jec t ;  bu t  to  be  s ing led  out  on  a  cour t  
d ay,  t o  b e  a p p l a u d e d  a t  a  l eve e ,  a n d  t o  r e c e ive  a n  
honourable dis t inct ion before a l l  the rank and nobi l i ty  
of  a  kingdom, enhances ,  beyond ca lculat ion,  the va lue  
of  the f avour.  The minis ter,  and indeed the Chr i s t ian,  
no sooner  qui t s  the body than he enter s  into the pre- 
s en c e  o f  Ch r i s t ,  a nd  re c e ive s ,  a s  i t  we re ,  a  p r iva t e  
t e s t imony  o f  h i s  app roba t ion :  bu t  th i s  i s  no t  a l l .  A t  
the judgement day, when the chief Shepherd shall appear  
upon the throne of his glory; when all of the ear th, with  
a l l  the i r  monarchs ,  leg i s l a tor s ,  phi losopher s ,  and war- 
r i o r s ,  s h a l l  b e  a round  h i s  f oo t s t oo l ;  when  t h rone s ,  
dominions ,  p r inc ipa l i t i e s ,  and power s ,  sha l l  su r round  
the  sea t  o f  the  e ter na l  maje s ty,  and the cherubim and  
seraphim shal l  gaze upon the scene; then, to be s ingled  
out  and proc la imed as  the man whom the King of  the  
univer se  de l ight s  to honour,  wi l l  be a  joy and a  g lor y  
which no language can enable us ever to comprehend.

2.  But I  must  cons ider of  what the reward i s  to con- 
s i s t .  ‘He sha l l  rece ive  a  c rown o f  l i f e  tha t  f ade th  not  
away.’ The  an c i en t s  rewa rded  t ho s e  who  conque red  
e i ther  in  the i r  ba t t l e s  or  the i r  games ,  wi th  crowns  or  
g a r l and s  composed  o f  t he  l e ave s  o f  t re e s  and  he rb s .  
The se  were  o f  cour s e  bu t  o f  sho r t  con t inuance,  and 
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withered, i f  not in the hand that bestowed them, upon  
the  brows tha t  rece ived them.  In  a l lu s ion to  th i s  i t  i s  
t h a t  t he  apo s t l e  s pe ak s  when  he  s ay s ,  ‘ t hey  do  i t  t o  
rece ive  a  cor r upt ible  c rown,  but  we an  incor r upt ible  
(amaranthine) one.’ On some occasions the crowns were  
composed of a flower which, because it retained its beauty  
for a long time, was called amaranthus (or incor ruptible),  
and was, on that account, chosen by poets as the emblem  
o f  immor ta l i t y.  Amaran th ine  c rowns  were  not  un f re- 
quently presented as votive offer ings to depar ted heroes;  
and i t  i s  probably in a l lus ion to thi s  c i rcumstance a l so  
that the Chr ist ian minister is said to receive an amaran- 
th ine  c rown.  The  f i gu re  imp l i e s  honourabl e  d i s t inc- 
t ion.  The crown was  an emblem of  honour ;  and to be  
c rowned  wi th  g lo r y  i s ,  pe rhap s ,  the  mos t  exp re s s ive  
ph r a s e  wh ich  l anguage  con t a in s .  The  f a i th fu l  p a s to r  
wi l l  no doubt be s ingled out amidst  the solemnit ies  of  
the las t  day,  and occupy a s tat ion where every eye wil l  
b eho l d  h im .  He  w i l l  r e c e ive  a  pub l i c  t e s t imony  o f  
approba t ion  f rom the  Chie f  Shepherd .  Wi th  amaz ing  
conde scen s ion  the  Lord  Je su s  w i l l  re c i t e  a l l  t he  a c t s  
of service which he has performed, proclaim before the  
univer se that he was f ai thful unti l  death, and f inish the  
whole by saying, ‘Well  done, good and f aithful servant,  
en te r  thou  in to  the  joy  o f  thy  Lord ’ ;  o r  to  g ive  th i s  
passage, as an ancient ver sion beautiful ly paraphrases i t ,  
‘The owner of  the money received him pleasant ly,  and  
u t te red  words  tha t  were  g ra te fu l  to  h i s  hear t ,  s ay ing ,  
“ We l l  d o n e ,  O  t h o u  g o o d  a n d  f a i t h f u l  s e r v a n t .” ’  
Tell me what higher honour, what r icher bliss can be con- 
fer red on any ra t iona l  being,  than to hear  the Lord of  
heaven  and  e a r th  s ay  publ i c l y  to  h im,  ‘We l l  done,  I  
am pleased with thy services ;  thou hast  found g race in 
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my s ight .’ The hero who has  fought  England’s  ba t t le s ,  
and subdued her enemies ,  de l ights  in the acc lamat ions  
o f  the  mul t i tude,  and contempla te s  wi th  p lea sure  the  
wea l th  and t i t l e s  which he has  won;  but  the  proudes t  
moment of  hi s  l i fe,  the mer idian of  hi s  g lor y i s ,  when  
he stands before the parl iament of his country, when its  
members receive him standing, and the august president,  
in the name of  the house and the nat ion,  pronounces ,  
‘We l l  done  t hou  good  and  f a i t h f u l  s e r van t .’ Bu t  O,  
what i s  thi s  compared with the honour and dis t inct ion  
o f  t h a t  man ,  who  s h a l l  s t a nd  b e f o re  t h e  b a r  o f  t h e  
univer se,  and hear the King of  kings and Lord of  lords  
s ay  to  h im,  ‘We l l  done,  we l l  done.’ The  ve r y  an t i c i - 
p a t i on  a lmo s t  ove rwhe lm s  u s .  No  wo n de r  S t  Pe t e r  
thought nothing of l iving or dying, but had al l  his soli- 
citude drawn to the one point of being accepted by Jesus  
Chr ist; no wonder the countenance of Cain fell when he  
went out from the presence of the Lord, or that despair  
marked every step of the rejected anger-smitten fugitive.

As  we  have  eve r y  re a son  f rom Sc r ip tu re  to  be l i eve  
that there are degrees of glory in the celestial world, we  
may safely conclude that they who have been most useful  
in the cause of Chr ist on ear th will be nearest his throne  
in heaven.  This  i s  another par t  of  their  honour.  ‘They  
that  be wise shal l  shine as  the br ightness  of  the f i r ma- 
ment;  and they that turn many to r ighteousness ,  as  the  
s t a r s  f o r  eve r  and  eve r.’ And  the  d i s t i nc t ion s  o f  tha t  
world will be borne without pr ide, and be seen without  
envy.

Per fect  fe l ic i ty  i s  evident ly impl ied in thi s  f igurat ive  
descr iption of a minister’s reward. The crown of victory  
was worn on days of public rejoicing, and he who wore  
it was considered the happiest of the festive throng, and 



	 proof-reading draft� 309

the  cent re  o f  the  un iver s a l  joy.  He rece ived the  con- 
gratulations of the admir ing multitude as having reached  
the  summi t  o f  human happ ine s s .  The  apo s t l e,  the re- 
fore,  intended to include the idea of  per fect  happiness  
in his  beauti ful  a l lus ion. The holy pastor shal l  par take,  
in common with his people, of all those sublime felicities  
which the Father hath prepared for them that love him.  
He shal l  see God f ace to f ace,  and behold the glory of  
t h e  L amb ;  h e  s h a l l  po s s e s s  a  body  g l o r i ou s ,  i n co r - 
ruptible, and inhabited by a spir it perfect in knowledge,  
ho l i n e s s ,  a nd  l ove ;  h e  s h a l l  b e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  
innumerable company of  angel s ,  and the spir i t s  of  jus t  
men made perfect.

Bu t ,  i n  a dd i t i on ,  h e  s h a l l  h ave  s ou rc e s  o f  f e l i c i t y  
peculiar to his off ice. The consciousness of having spent  
h i s  l i fe  in the ser v ice of  Chr i s t ;  o f  having s tood,  a s  i t  
were,  a t  the founta in of  ce les t ia l  radiance for  so many  
yea r s ,  to  pour  the  s t reams  o f  t r u th  and  ho l ine s s  over  
the parched plains of this  deser t world; of having made  
known the glory of God to those who but for his instru- 
men t a l i t y,  mu s t  h ave  r ema i n ed  i n  i g n o r a n c e  o f  h i s  
nature;  of  having scat tered a long his  path to immor ta- 
l i t y  the  un sea rchabl e  r i che s  o f  Chr i s t ,  and  sown the  
seed of  r ighteousness  for  an eter na l  harves t ;  of  having  
rescued many from everlast ing death, and elevated them  
to  the  l i f e  tha t  neve r  end s ;  in  shor t ,  o f  hav ing  been  
instrumental  in accompli shing the lof ty schemes of  re- 
deeming love,  and l ived in  fe l lowship wi th the Cros s ,  
such a reflection, when all the acquirements of ambition,  
of  lear ning,  of  sc ience,  or  of  avar ice,  sha l l  cease to be  
regarded with complacency,  wi l l  be a  perennia l  spr ing  
o f  ine f f ab l e  de l i gh t  in  the  bo som o f  i t s  po s s e s so r.  I t  
will be no small accession to the f aithful pastor’s felicity 
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to see around him in heaven the souls whom he was the  
honoured  in s t r ument  o f  b r ing ing  to  g lo r y,  the  s a in t s  
whom his labours prepared for their inher itance in light.  
How str iking is the language which the apostle addressed  
to the bel iever s  in Thessa lonica;  ‘What i s  our hope, or  
joy,  or  crown of  re joic ing? Are not  ye in the presence  
o f  ou r  Lo rd  Je s u s  Ch r i s t  a t  h i s  coming ?  Ye  a re  ou r  
g lor y and joy.’ Those of  you who have ta s ted the r ich  
emotions which benevolence excites in the bosom of the  
philanthropist, can conceive with what delight you would  
gaze upon a large company seated round your own table,  
al l  of whom owe their comfor t in li fe to your exer tions.  
But  such  a  su r vey  wou ld  be  in f in i t e ly  l e s s  g r a t i f y ing  
than wil l  be that of  the minis ter of  Chr is t ,  who, while  
he shal l  look around upon immortal souls, rescued from  
hell ,  and elevated to heaven by his instrumentality, shall  
hear them utter ing his  name in the excess of their rap- 
ture,  a s  the means  of  the i r  sa lva t ion,  and sha l l  behold  
them turning upon him eyes express ive at once of their  
glory and their gratitude.

The  hope  o f  u s e f u l n e s s  i s  t h e  nob l e s t  s t imu lu s  t o  
exer t ion,  and the evidence of  i t  i s  our r iches t  reward.  
I t  i s  beyond express ion del ightful  to behold the prof l i- 
gate reclaimed, reformed, and sanctif ied, and to see those  
who were hastening to the bottomless pit, and becoming  
ever y  day more f i t  for  i t ,  t r ans for med by the  ble s s ing  
of  God upon our minis tr y,  into humble,  holy,  spir i tual  
f o l l ower s  o f  the  Lamb.  The re  i s  no t  a  man  on  e a r th  
whom a minister can envy when he beholds around him  
those whom he has been the instrument of saving from  
dea th .  S t i l l  i t  i s  w i th  ming l ed  f ee l i ng s  th a t  we  look  
upon  the se  p l e a s ing  ind i ca t ion s  o f  succe s s fu l  l abour.  
Many a vernal blossom is now putting for th its petals to 
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the sun, which shal l  never r ipen into fruit;  and we have  
so often seen such nipped by the frost  and scattered by  
the wind,  that  even when the garden of  the Lord puts  
on  the  mos t  encourag ing  a spec t ,  and  mos t  inv i t e s  to  
g ra t i tude and de l ight ,  we re jo ice indeed,  for  even the  
hope of doing good is blissful, but recollecting how frail  
human goodnes s  i s ,  ‘we  re jo i ce  wi th  t rembl ing .’ The  
f l ow  o f  ou r  j oy  i s  o f t en  checked  by  t he  f o rebod ing  
that  some of  our apparent ly  most  beaut i fu l  p lant s  wi l l  
n eve r  b l oom i n  t h e  p a r a d i s e  a bove.  Fo r  e xpe r i en c e  
makes us incredulous and suspicious. But none of these  
su sp i c ion s  w i l l  a r i s e  to  in t e r r up t  ou r  f e l i c i t y  above.  
There, the good we have done shall  be permanent, shal l  
b e  e t e r n a l .  We  s h a l l  s e e  t h o s e  s e r m o n s  a n d  t h o s e  
prayers, which we thought were utterly lost, obtain their  
reward in the g lor i f ied for ms of  redeemed s inner s .  We  
sha l l  s ee  the  seed  which  we sowed o f ten t imes  amids t  
many tear s ,  waving in a r ich harvest  of  ever las t ing joy.  
And we shal l  survey the scene with unmingled feel ings.  
No appearances  of  p ie ty  wi l l  be de lus ive there.  Never  
s h a l l  we  s o r row f u l l y  e x c l a i m  ove r  a n y  o n e ,  ‘ T hy  
goodnes s  i s  a s  the  mor ning c loud and ear ly  dew.’ The  
sou l s  whom we  the re  sh a l l  beho ld  e l eva t ed  to  g lo r y  
through our mini s t r y wi l l  never  deceive us ;  no incon- 
sistency wil l  ever awaken our fear s or g r ieve our hear ts;  
none will be seen falling like meteors of the church, but  
ever y one wi l l  present  the set t led sp lendour of  a  f ixed  
s tar.  Who can conceive of that del ight which wil l  ar i se  
f rom such a  s cene?  What  an  incent ive  to  our  l abour !  
Wha t  an  exc i t emen t  t o  ou r  z e a l !  The  mere  p l aud i t s  
of men expire upon the vibrations that bear them to the  
e a r.  M i s e r ab l e  i s  t h e  man  who  i s  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  
admira t ion ins tead of  the sa lva t ion of  h i s  hearer s ,  and 
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wre tched  fo r  eve r  wi l l  he  be  when he  sha l l  hea r  the  
Judge say to him, ‘Thou hast had thy reward.’

E t e r na l  du r a t i on  i s  a s c r i bed  by  the  Apo s t l e  t o  the  
honour  and happines s  promised  in  the  tex t .  The gar- 
l a nd  o f  t h e  v i c t o r  s oon  w i t h e re d ;  t h e  ama r an t h i n e  
chaplet of the hero, in spite of its name, lost its beauty;  
the diadem fal l s  from the brow of the monarch; but the  
p a s t o r ’s  c row n  s h a l l  ‘ n eve r  f a d e  away.’ H i s  r ewa rd  
s h a l l  b e  n o t  o n l y  i n e f f a b l e ,  bu t  e t e r n a l .  ‘ W h a t  i s  
want ing  here ? ’ exc l a imed the  f l a t t e r ing  cour t i e r  to  a  
roya l  conque ro r,  r i d ing  i n  the  pomp o f  a  t r i umpha l  
p ro c e s s i o n .  ‘ C o n t i nu a n c e ’ ,  r e p l i e d  t h e  m o r a l i s i n g  
emperor.  But  when amid s t  the  sp l endour  o f  ce l e s t i a l  
g l o r y,  on e  h appy  s p i r i t  s h a l l  a s k  a no th e r,  ‘Wha t  i s  
wa n t i n g  h e r e ? ’ t h e  a n swe r  s h a l l  b e ,  ‘ N o t h i n g ;  f o r  
t h e s e  s c ene s  s h a l l  n eve r  f a d e.’ The  a t t r i bu t e  o f  im- 
mo r t a l i t y  t o  wh i ch ,  am id s t  t h e  g ro an s  o f  c re a t i on ,  
the human race have ever  a sp i red,  be longs  to the joys  
which the Father hath prepared for them that love him.  
These  joys  a re  a l l  summed up in  tha t  one expres s ion,  
m o s t  s u b l i m e  t o  h e a r ,  e t e r n a l  l i f e .  W i t h  u s ,  w h o  
enjoy the benef i t  o f  reve la t ion,  immor ta l i ty  i s  not ,  a s  
it was with the wisest of the heathen, a mere conjecture.  
They  looked  ac ro s s  the  s ea  o f  l i f e,  and  thought  they  
saw the mounta ins  o f  another  and bet ter  countr y,  but  
a l l  was  d im;  and whether  what  they  s aw was  de lu s ive  
or real ,  they could not tel l .  Judaism gave some assur ing  
in t ima t ions  o f  a  s t a t e  o f  fu ture  g lo r y.  ye t  c louds  and  
shadows res ted on the prospect .  ‘L i fe  and immor ta l i ty  
were f i r s t  brought to l ight by the gospel ’ ,  and they are  
revealed and promised not to the phi losopher only,  but  
t o  t h e  un l e t t e red  and  t h e  ch i l d .  De a th l e s s  honou r s  
shal l  f lour ish on the brow of every servant of God, and 
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eter nal  fe l ic i ty set t le  in hi s  bosom. He i s  ever advanc- 
ing to ‘an inher itance incor ruptible, undef i led, and that  
f ade th  no t  away.’ To th i s  honour  and  f e l i c i t y  we  f ee l  
conf ident our deceased fr iend has been advanced by his  
approving Lord.

M r  B e r r y  wa s  a  n a t i v e  o f  t h i s  t ow n ,  w h e r e  h e  
w a s  b o r n  2 2  S e p t e m b e r  1 7 5 7 .  I t  w a s  h i s  
pr iv i lege to descend f rom a l ine of  re l ig ious  ances tor s  
w h o  p ro f e s s e d  a n d  a d o r n e d  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  P ro - 
tes tant  di s senter s .  His  f a ther,* in whose venerable and  
venerated for m was embodied a l l  that  was  holy,  meek,  
and  love ly  in  t r ue  p ie ty,  was  a  deacon o f  th i s  church  
n e a r l y  h a l f  a  c en t u r y.  H i s  g r a nd f a t h e r,  Mr  Cha r l e s 

*	 T h i s  e x c e l l e n t  m a n ,  w h e n  h e  b e c a m e  a n  o r p h a n  e a r l y  i n  l i f e ,  
wa s  wa t ched  ove r  by  Mr  Job  Or ton ,  who  succeeded  h i s  f a t he r  i n  t he  
m i n i s t e r i a l  o f f i c e  a t  S h r e w s b u r y ,  a n d  b y  h i m  w a s  b r o u g h t  t o  B i r - 
m i n g h a m  t o  b e  a p p r e n t i c e d .  H e  a r r i v e d  i n  t h i s  t o w n  s o o n  a f t e r  t h e  
d i v i s i on  o f  t h e  cong r eg a t i on  a t  t h e  O ld  Mee t i ng  Hou s e ,  and  ma r r i ed  
a  d a u g h t e r  o f  M r  T h o m a s  A l l e n ,  o n e  o f  t h e  p e r s o n s  w h o ,  w h e n  
A r i a n i s m  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  t h a t  p l a c e  o f  w o r s h i p ,  w i t h d r e w  a n d  
f o u n d e d  t h e  c h u r c h  i n  C a r r ’ s - l a n e .  M r  B e r r y  w a s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  
t h e  c h u r c h  n e a r l y  s i x t y  y e a r s ,  w a s  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  a l l  i t s  p a s t o r s ,  
a n d  w a t c h e d  a l l  i t s  v i c i s s i t u d e s .  T h e  f i r s t  p a s t o r  o f  C a r r ’ s - l a n e  
c h u r c h ,  M r  G e r v a s  W i l d ,  d e v o t e d  t h e  S a b b a t h  e v e n i n g  t o  a  p u b l i c  
c a t e c h e t i c a l  l e c t u r e ,  w h e n  t h e  y o u n g  p e o p l e  b e i n g  a r r a n g e d  i n  t h e  
f r o n t  o f  t h e  g a l l e r y ,  w e r e  q u e s t i o n e d  f r o m  t h e  p u l p i t .  M a n y  o f  t h e  
c a t e c h u m e n s  c o n t i n u e d  t h e i r  a t t e n d a n c e  t i l l  t h e y  w e r e  m a r r i e d ,  a n d  
M r  B e r r y ,  w i t h  h i s  b r i d e ,  f i l l e d  u p  t h e i r  p l a c e s  s e v e r a l  S a b b a t h  
e v e n i n g s  a f t e r  t h e  n u p t i a l  k n o t  w a s  t i e d .  H e  w a s  a  m a n  o f  m o s t  
p a t r i a r ch a l  a ppe a r ance ,  o f  p e cu l i a r  g en t l ene s s  o f  manne r s ,  and  ma in t - 
a i n e d ,  t i l l  t h e  e n d  o f  l i f e ,  s u c h  u n b l e m i s h e d  p u r i t y  o f  c o n d u c t  t h a t  
many  were  hea rd  to  s ay ,  ‘ I f  t he r e  be  no  o the r  Chr i s t i an  in  the  wor ld  
M r  B e r r y  i s  o n e . ’  H o n o u r a b l e ,  e n v i a b l e  t e s t i m o n y !  H e  l i v e d  t o  s e e  
a  s o n  a n d  t h r e e  g r a n d s o n s  m i n i s t e r s  o f  r e l i g i o n ;  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  
p r e s e n t  d i s c o u r s e ;  M r  J o s e p h  B e r r y ,  l a t e  o f  W a r m i n s t e r ,  n o w  o f  
B r o a d - s t r e e t ,  L o n d o n ;  M r  C h a r l e s  B e r r y ,  o f  L e i c e s t e r  ( U n i t a r i a n ) ;  
and Mr Cornelius Berry, of Hatfield Heath, Essex.
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Ber r y,  was  an exce l lent  d i s sent ing mini s ter  a t  Shrews- 
bur y,  and was  cut  o f f  in  the  mids t  o f  h i s  days  and hi s  
u se fu lne s s .  Our  f r i end  hav ing  en joyed  the  advan t age  
of a relig ious education, gave early and decisive evidence  
tha t  the  ha l lowed in s t r uc t ions  o f  h i s  pa ren t s  had  not  
been in va in in the Lord.  Whi le  a t  a  boarding school ,  
h i s  p ie ty  was  so  ev ident  a s  to  a t t rac t  the  obser va t ion,  
and sometimes receive the persecution of other scholar s,  
and was so wel l  known to the master  as  to procure for  
him the pr ivilege of retir ing to his chamber before bed- 
t ime  fo r  t he  exe rc i s e  o f  s e c re t  p r aye r.  I  h ave  i n  my  
pos se s s ion  a  book ,  in  which  a re  many hymns ,  e s s ay s ,  
and reflections on relig ious subjects which were wr itten  
by  h im in  h i s  s ix teenth  year.  The i r  p ie ty  appear s  the  
exper ience of an aged Chr istian, while their talent would  
do credit to a much older mind. I shal l  here only select  
his meditations on the sixteenth anniver sary of his bir th  
day.

‘ I  h ave  t h i s  d ay  l i ve d  s i x t e en  ye a r s  i n  t h e  wo r l d ,  
and oh! how l i t t le improvement have I  made in a l l  this  
t ime ;  how l i t t l e  improvement  I  have  made  in  na tura l  
things;  in my learning, viz. ,  Latin, Greek, and Hebrew.  
To be  sure,  I  know a  l i t t l e  more  than I  d id  a t  f i f t een  
year s  o ld ;  but  I  have  not  made so  much improvement  
a s  I  might  have  done.  How thankfu l  ought  I  to  be  to  
God for sti l l  continuing to me my capacity for learning.  
B le s sed  be  h i s  name tha t  he  ha s  g iven  me power  and  
abil ity to learn. O that I may be enabled well to occupy  
a nd  imp rove  t h e  t a l e n t s  h e  h a s  e n t r u s t e d  me  w i t h .  
Human lea r n ing i s  a  g rea t  ble s s ing  in  i t s  p l ace,  and I  
would  des i re  to  e s teem i t  a s  such,  and would be  ver y  
thankful that the Lord has put my parents in a capacity  
to  g ive  me  a  compe ten t  sha re  o f  i t .  Bu t  oh !  wha t  i s 
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i t  i n  compa r i s on  o f  g r a c e ;  i t  w i l l  on l y  make  me  so  
much the  wor se ;  i t  wi l l  have  a  t endency  to  make  my  
hear t  so much the more s tubbor n and haughty aga ins t  
God.  God g rant  tha t  I  may have  my hear t  f i l l ed  wi th  
the sanct i fy ing and rea l  g race of  God,  and be enabled  
to  seek ,  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  the  wel f a re  o f  my immor ta l  sou l .  
And now what improvement have I  made in the things  
o f  God  in  the  p a s t  ye a r.  Oh !  wha t  re a son  have  I  t o  
be ashamed and confounded when I consider how li t t le  
I  h ave  l e a r n t  o f  God  and  my  own  hea r t .  How l i t t l e  
o f  God  have  I  h ad  in  my  though t s .  How l i t t l e  s e r i - 
ously and deeply concerned about my precious and im- 
mor ta l  soul .  How l i t t le  have I  l ived to the honour and  
glory of my creator and bounteous benef actor, who has  
t aken ca re  o f  me,  and  l ed  me h i ther to ;  who ha s  p re- 
se r ved me f rom many danger s ,  both seen and unseen.  
A n d  o h !  m a ny  a n d  a g g r av a t e d  h ave  b e e n  my  s i n s  
against this good God.

‘ A n o t h e r  ye a r  i s  n ow  p a s t  a n d  g o n e .  H ow  m a ny  
immor ta l  Sou l s  have,  wi th in  the  compas s  o f  i t ,  t aken  
their leave of their bodies, and of al l  things here below,  
and  en t e red  upon  an  end l e s s  e t e r n i t y,  and  ye t  I  am  
spa red .  O tha t  my spa red  l i f e  may  be  devoted  to  the  
fear  of  God, and spent in his  service.  O my soul !  thou  
ar t  a  year nearer eter nity than thou wast ,  nearer ei ther  
heaven or  he l l .  And now le t  me examine se r ious ly  to  
wh i ch  o f  the s e  two  s t a t e s  am I  t end ing ?  Have  I  any  
we l l -g rounded  rea son  to  hope  tha t  I  am bor n  aga in?  
H ave  I  a n  i n t e re s t  i n  t h e  L o rd  Je s u s  C h r i s t ?  A m  I  
clothed with the robe of the Redeemer’s r ighteousness,  
and so,  consequent ly,  ready for  death whenever i t  may  
come. Though I am young, I  am not too young to die.  
Many a re  the  in s t ances  o f  mor ta l i ty  I  see  a round me, 
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and  s eve r a l  much  younge r  t h an  my se l f  a re  d ropp ing  
o f f  t ime a f t e r  t ime.  How much o f  th i s  yea r  I  may  be  
s p a r e d ,  I  k n ow  n o t :  G o d  o n l y  k n ow s .  L i f e  i s  ve r y  
unce r t a in .  O tha t  I  cou ld  l ive  in  a  con t inua l  p repa- 
redness  for  death and eter ni ty ;  that  I  could spend thi s  
yea r,  o r  a t  l e a s t  a s  much  o f  i t  a s  I  am spa red ,  in  the  
f e a r  and  s e r v i ce  o f  God ;  th a t  I  m igh t  be  enab l ed  to  
keep c lo se  to  h im;  tha t  h i s  g race  might  enable  me to  
withstand and oppose the temptat ions of  Satan and my  
own despera te ly  wicked hear t ,  tha t  a re  ever  tempt ing  
me  to  go  a s i d e  f rom God .  ’T i s  t r ue  I  am no t  much  
engaged in the things and concerns of this world, which  
m igh t  h ave  a  t endency  to  d r aw me  a s i de  f rom God .  
But oh! I have a vile, abominable, wicked hear t, which,  
l ike  a  dece i t fu l  bow,  i s  ever  prone to  s t a r t  a s ide  f rom  
the  l iv ing  God.  O tha t  the  Lord  would  be  p lea sed  to  
t ake  i t  away,  and g ive  me a  hear t  o f  f l e sh ;  a  hea r t  to  
love  h im more,  and  se r ve  h im be t t e r ;  and  enable  me  
to live more to his honour and glory than I have hitherto  
done. Amen.’

I n  h i s  s even t e en th  ye a r  he  en t e red  a s  a  s t uden t  a t  
Home r t on  Co l l e g e ,  t o  p rep a re  f o r  t h e  wo rk  o f  t h e  
Chr ist ian ministr y.  In consequence of his  going thither  
d i rect ly  f rom school ,  he d id not  connect  h imse l f  wi th  
th i s  soc ie ty,  bu t  jo ined  the  church  under  the  ca re  o f  
Mr  Webb,  i n  Fe t t e r - l a n e,  London .  Hav i ng  f i n i s h ed  
his  preparatory s tudies  under Dr s Fisher,  Gibbons,  and  
Sta f ford,  he rece ived f rom the for mer,  in  the name of  
the rest ,  this  test imony to his  character and conduct:— 
‘We e s t eem i t  an  honour  and  a  p l e a su re  to  have  had  
Mr Berry under our care.’

On h i s  remova l  f rom Homer ton he  commenced  the  
d i scharge of  mini s ter ia l  dut ie s  a t  Shaf te sbur y,  in  Dor-
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se t sh i re,  abou t  Michae lma s ,  1778 ;  bu t  no t  in t end ing  
to  se t t le  there,  dec l ined accept ing the pas tora l  o f f ice.  
Having laboured there about two year s ,  he removed to  
Romsey,  where  he  was  orda ined 26 Apr i l  1781.  Here,  
i n  the  mid s t  o f  a  numerou s  and  re spec t ab l e  cong re - 
ga t ion,  he cont inued for  four teen year s  to  preach the  
Gospel  with acceptance and success ,  and then removed  
to  Wes t  Bromwich .  He had  not  occupied  th i s  s t a t ion  
more than two year s  when he was drawn from a seclu- 
s ion,  p leasant  f rom being in the immediate vic ini ty of  
his fr iends, to become the classical tutor of the academy  
i n  wh i ch  h e  h ad  re c e ived  h i s  e duc a t i on .  I t  wa s  no  
smal l  honour to pres ide over that  most  respectable and  
va l u a b l e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  A l t h o u g h  h e  h a d  n o  p a s t o r a l  
charge dur ing his residence at Homer ton, he continued  
to  d i scharge  the  dut ie s  o f  the  mini s te r i a l  o f f i ce  a s  an  
occasional preacher to different congregations in London.  
And  i t  wa s  du r i n g  t h e s e  e xe r t i on s  t h a t  h e  l a i d  t h e  
founda t ion s  o f  the  d i s e a s e  wh ich  u l t ima te l y  b rough t  
him to his  rest  and his  reward. After preaching evening  
lectures in the city, he had to walk home, three or four  
mi le s ,  in  a l l  weather s ,  and thus  caught  one co ld  a f te r  
another unt i l  he had contracted a  conf i r med and most  
p a in fu l  a s t hma .  I t  i s  t hu s  ‘ d e a th  worke th  i n  u s ,  bu t  
life in you.’

I n  18 0 0  he  re s i gned  t h e  p ro f e s s o r ’s  ch a i r ,  a nd  a c - 
cepted an invitat ion from the church at  Camberwel l  to  
become its pastor, amongst whom, beloved and esteemed,  
he  l aboured  wi th  g rea t  a ccep t ance  fo r  nea r l y  twe lve  
year s ,  and with whom, but for the increase of  hi s  pul- 
monar y  compla in t ,  he  would ,  in  a l l  p robab i l i ty,  have  
continued to the hour of his death. Finding his disorder  
ga in ing g round,  and th inking that  the so f t  and humid 
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air of Camberwell was too relaxing for his constitution,  
he  re so l ved ,  a f t e r  much  de l i be r a t ion ,  to  g ive  up  h i s  
charge, and tr y the ef fect of a res idence in the vicinity  
o f  h i s  na t ive  town.  Hi ther  he  was  guided by the  pro- 
v idence  o f  God in  the  yea r  1812 ,  and  soon found by  
the improvement  of  h i s  hea l th ,  tha t  he who ‘knoweth  
our frame, and f ixeth the bounds of our habitation’, had  
sent him here to prolong his life and labours.

Ju s t  a b o u t  t h e  t i m e  o f  M r  B e r r y ’s  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  
our neighbourhood, the congregation assembling in this  
p l a c e,  a f f e c t i ona t e l y  anx iou s  f o r  t he  he a l t h  o f  t he i r  
minister,  sol ici ted him to preach but twice on the Sab- 
bath, and to procure assistance for the afternoon service.  
Our views were instantly directed to our departed fr iend,  
a s  eminent ly sui ted,  i f  he could be induced to comply  
with our request ,  to occupy the pulpi t  on that  par t  of  
t h e  d ay.  F i n d i n g  h i m s e l f  e q u a l  t o  t h e  s e r v i c e ,  a n d  
loving his work, he immediately accepted the invitation,  
and dur ing the per iod of nearly seven year s preached to  
us  the words  of  e ter na l  l i fe.  Af ter  the a lar ming i l lnes s  
wi th  which I  was  v i s i ted ,  four  year s  ago,  he  tendered  
h i s  re s ignat ion,  tha t  I  might  procure  an a s s i s t ant  who  
wou ld  be  ab l e  to  render  me  more  he lp  in  the  du t i e s  
of the pastoral off ice than it was possible for him in his  
i n f i r m  s t a t e  o f  h e a l t h  t o  a f f o rd .  S i n c e  t h en  h e  h a s  
occas ional ly preached here and e l sewhere.  I t  i s  a  p lea- 
sant recollection to me that he witnessed, approved, and  
by hi s  proper ty as s i s ted the rebui lding of  thi s  spacious  
p l ace  o f  wor sh ip.  Hi s  p r aye r,  on  the  day  o f  i t s  ded i - 
c a t ion ,  w i l l  no t  be  speed i l y  fo rgo t t en  by  tho se  who  
heard i t ,  and i t  i s  not saying too much of  i t  to a f f i r m,  
that it was among the most affecting par ts of the service.  
S ince then he has  preached twice in  the new meet ing 
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house.  Hi s  l a s t  s e r mon,  which  was  a  pecu l i a r l y  in te- 
res t ing and impres s ive one,  was  de l ivered in thi s  p lace  
December the 3rd, from Genesis 6:9: ‘Noah walked with God.’

About  the  f a l l  o f  l a s t  year  i t  was  ev ident  to  h imse l f  
and to hi s  f r iends  that  hi s  d i sease  began to make con- 
s i d e r ab l e  i n road s  upon  h i s  con s t i t u t i on .  Dur ing  the  
las t  three months the prog ress  of  decay was very rapid,  
bu t  s t i l l  i t  wa s  no t  such  a s  to  ind i c a t e  tha t  the  t ime  
o f  h i s  depar ture  was  so  near  a t  hand .  He had  se r ious  
apprehens ions  f rom the beg inning o f  the  year  tha t  he  
should die before i t s  c lose.  A l i fe  of  s ixty-three year s ,  
the  g rea te r  pa r t  o f  which  was  spent  in  preach ing  the  
gospel, and living the law of God, would have furnished  
su f f i c ien t  a t te s t a t ion to  the  s incer i ty  and cons i s tency  
of his Chr istian profession, even if we had been depr ived  
by  h i s  sudden remova l  o f  tha t  so lemn sea l  which  was  
a f f ixed to i t  by a hope as  suppor t ing in death as  i t  had  
been pur i fy ing in l i fe.  I t  i s  cer ta in ly  a  des i rable  th ing  
that they who have borne a living, should also be enabled  
to bear a dying, test imony to the truth, excel lence, and  
su i t ablenes s  o f  the  gospe l .  I t  i s  to  be  wi shed tha t  we  
should see the sett ing sun of a Chr is t ian throw a lustre  
over the clouds of mortality collecting to hide him from  
our v iew, and at t ract  ever y eye by sof tened ef fu lgence  
unti l  he ret ires  to shine upon another hemisphere.  But  
th i s  i s  not  neces sa r y  to  our  conf idence re spect ing the  
happiness  of depar ted Chr is t ians;  they are as  safe when  
a dark veil is suddenly drawn over the splendour of their  
vir tues, as i f  those vir tues were permitted to pour upon  
the eye of  sur v ivor s  a  s teady f lood of  sacred radiance,  
or dar t  upon i t  the most  br i l l iant  coruscat ions of  f a i th  
a n d  h o p e .  B u t  ‘ d e a t h - b e d  s ay i n g s ,  p a r t i n g  wo rd s , 
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sacred re l ics  of  sent iment and feel ing,  which surviving  
f r i end s  may  t re a su re  up  in  the i r  memor i e s  and  the i r  
hear ts ,  and repeat with mourning del ight in recounting  
to  e a ch  o the r  the  memorab i l i a  o f  t h a t  l oved  f r i end ,  
whose  empty  cha i r  in  the  f ami ly  c i rc le  reminds  them  
of dear enjoyments never to return’,  are sweet to those  
who remain gazing on the track of the ascended spir i t .  
They  come upon  the  mind  l i ke  the  v i s i t a t ion  o f  the  
ange l s  to  the  apos t le s ,  when they had ju s t  lo s t  in  the  
cloud their departed Lord.

T h i s  p r i v i l e g e  wa s  g r a n t e d  t o  t h e  f r i e n d s  o f  M r  
Ber r y;  h i s  d i sease  was  of  a  nature to leave him le i sure  
and the ful l  possess ion of his  f acult ies ,  to calculate the  
con sequence s  o f  dy ing .  He  s aw the  K ing  o f  Ter ro r s ,  
when  he  cou ld  on l y  be  de s c r i ed  a f a r  o f f ,  s e t t i ng  i n  
motion his  forces ;  he beheld him s lowly,  but cer ta inly,  
advanc ing ;  wa tched  eve r y  s t age  o f  h i s  approach ,  and  
counted ever y s tep of  h i s  march;  heard without  a la r m  
the announcements of his  herald; and surveyed without  
f e a r  the  t e r ro r s  o f  h i s  t r a in ;  and  wh i l e  awfu l  vo i ce s  
wore  s ay ing ,  ‘Thou sha l t  d ie  and  not  l ive,’ he  ca lmly  
rep l ied ,  ‘ I  am ready to be of fered up;  I  have fought  a  
good f ight ;  I  have f ini shed my cour se ;  I  have kept  the  
f a i th ;  hence fo r th  the re  i s  l a i d  up  fo r  me  a  c rown o f  
r i gh teou sne s s ,  wh ich  the  Lord ,  the  r i gh teou s  Judge,  
shall give me at that day.’

H i s  f r ame  o f  m ind  f rom th e  b eg i nn ing  o f  h i s  l a s t  
i l lness was that of serene tranquil l i ty and peaceful hope.  
Dur ing my f ir st interview with him after his disease had  
become alarming, he said to me, and often repeated the  
assurance to other s,  ‘I f  God were to g ive me my choice  
whether to live or die, I should instantly request him to  
take back the mat ter  into hi s  own hands ,  to  make the 
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decis ion for me, and should feel  perfect ly content with  
h i s  d e t e r m in a t i on ,  e i t h e r  t o  go  o r  r ema i n .’ Th i s  i s  
what the g reat Mr Howe cal l s  the glory of a Chr is t ian,  
‘ b e i n g  n e i t h e r  we a r y  o f  t h e  wo r l d  n o r  f o n d  o f  i t .’  
Dur ing th i s  conver sa t ion I  in for med him of  the death  
of  Mr Tol ler,  and that  i t  had been a lways  hi s  des i re  to  
d i e  s u d d e n l y.  ‘ S i r ,’ h e  r e p l i e d ,  ‘ I  t h i n k  i t  b e s t  t o  
have no wish on that  subject ,  but  to leave the manner  
as well as the time of our death to the choice of God.’

I t  i s  recorded o f  Meta s t a s io,  the  poet  and mus ic i an ,  
that he had such a dread of death, that to introduce the  
subject in his  hear ing was to ensure a banishment from  
h i s  p re s ence  fo r  eve r.  No t  so  ou r  f r i end .  He  wou ld  
ta lk  of  death with composure,  because he could speak  
o f  i t  wi th  a  hope fu l l  o f  immor ta l i ty.  Hi s  t r anqui l l i ty  
was not that which is produced by the hardening process  
of  a  s toica l  phi losophy, which af ter  smit ing the soul  as  
with palsy, boasts that it is beyond the inf irmity of feel- 
i ng .  Nor  wa s  h i s  s e ren i t y  l i ke  t he  a f f e c t ed  f r ivo l i t y  
of some inf idels, who having spent their lives in sporting  
w i th  inv i s ib l e  re a l i t i e s ,  have  acqu i red  such  hab i t s  o f  
l ev i ty  tha t  they  can  l augh a t  the  shadows  o f  e te r n i ty  
closing around them, and turn with the mer r iment of a  
jester to the gloom of annihilation.

Tel l  me not of the man who, when in his  own appre- 
hension he is on the verge of utter extinction, can make  
mer ry with mytholog ical f ables, and amuse himself with  
the  f e r r yman  o f  the  S tyx .  The re  i s  no th ing  g re a t  i n  
a l l  t h i s .  I f  t h e s e  a re  t h e  t roph i e s  wh i ch  ph i l o sophy  
hangs around the temple of  reason, and waves over the  
tombs of her heroes, she is welcome to them all. Chr isti- 
anity wil l  never commit the sacr i lege of s tea l ing them,  
nor the s in of  covet ing them; she has  nobler  scenes  to 
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exh ib i t ,  sub l imer  v i c to r i e s  to  boa s t ,  r i che r  spo i l s  to  
d i s p l ay.  She  c an  s how you  he r  vo t a r i e s  ma in t a i n ing  
fearful conflict upon the borders of eternity; overcoming  
by the power of f aith, the love of l i fe and fear of death;  
ser ious, as every one ought to be in such circumstances  
a s  those  o f  dy ing ,  ye t  not  t rembl ing ,  but  ca lm in  the  
conf idence of  hope;  weeping,  a s  ever y one should be,  
when the t ie s  that  b ind them to ear th are succes s ive ly  
di s solving,  yet  dr ying up their  tear s  in the prospect  of  
heaven; awed by the expectation of meeting their Judge,  
ye t  p rep a r i ng  f o r  t h e  i n t e r v i ew  by  repo s i ng  on  t h e  
Saviour ;  di splaying the humil i ty of  one who i s  bowing  
t o  t h e  s en t ence  o f  d e a th ,  and  a t  t h e  s ame  t ime  t he  
tr iumph of those who have la id hold on eternal  l i fe ;  at  
one and the same moment uniting the tenderness of the  
mortal with the grandeur of the immortal.

Such  wa s  t h e  s t a t e  o f  m ind  i n  wh i ch  de a th  f ound  
Mr  Ber r y.  ‘ S i r,  ( s a id  he ) ,  I  f ee l  i t  a  s e r iou s  th ing  to  
d i e .  A l t hough  I  am  no t  a f r a i d  o f  t h e  con s equence s  
of dying, I have some litt le dread of what are cal led the  
a gon i e s  o f  de a th .  I  c anno t  qu i t e  app rove  (he  con t i - 
nued )  o f  the  s en t imen t ,  bu t  I  s e e  g re a t  f o rce  in  the  
express ion of  the bur ia l  service of  the Church of Eng- 
l a n d !  “ O  G o d ,  m o s t  m i g h t y,  O  h o l y  a n d  m e rc i f u l  
Sav iour,  Thou wor thy  Judge  Eter na l ,  su f fe r  u s  not  a t  
our las t  hour for any pains of death to f a l l  f rom thee.”’  
To his fr iends around him he dwelt with much pleasure  
and emphasis on the secur ity of his hopes as founded on  
the sacr ificial atonement of the Lamb of God.

Dur ing  t h e  l a s t  f ew  mon th s  o f  h i s  l i f e ,  a  p e cu l i a r  
placidi ty,  gent leness ,  and spir i tual i ty of  mind had been  
vis ible in him, which increas ing as  he drew st i l l  nearer  
to the g rave,  looked as  i f  h i s  soul  had caught  the f i r s t 
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beams of that cloudless  and eternal day, which has now  
bur s t  upon him with i t s  inef f able  and unf ading sp len- 
dour.  Hi s  d i smi s s ion  was  mos t  merc i fu l .  No inc rea se  
of suf fer ing indicated that he was approaching the gate  
o f  d e a t h .  G e n t l y  a s  a n  i n f a n t  s i n k s  t o  r e s t  o n  t h e  
bosom of  i t s  mother,  and res igns  i t se l f  to  the s lumber  
of  the night ,  did he,  whi le hi s  chi ldren were watching  
h im,  f a l l  a s l eep  in  Je su s .  ‘B le s sed  a re  the  dead  which  
d ie  in  the  Lord ,  for  they  re s t  f rom the i r  l abour s ,  and  
their works do follow them.’

There is no season, I admit, at which a beloved f ather  
can be spared by an af fect ionate f amily;  they can see a  
va lue  in  the wreck of  what  he once was ,  and f ind h i s  
w i n t r y  ye a r s  a nd  s now-c rowned  h e ad  p l e a s a n t ,  bu t  
otherwise  Mr Ber r y ’s  l i fe  was  over  for  ever y des i rable  
pu r po se.  He  had  s e en  a l l  h i s  f am i l y  g row up  in  l i f e  
re spec t ab l e  and  re spec t ed ;  h ad  a r r ived  nea r l y  a t  t he  
verge of old age; and had been so enfeebled by disease,  
tha t  ne i the r  h i s  u s e fu lne s s  nor  h i s  comfor t  cou ld  be  
p ro l onged ;  unde r  s u ch  c i rcums t ance s ,  t h e re f o re,  h e  
might well  exclaim, ‘Lord, now lettest thou thy servant  
depart in peace.’

S i x t e e n  ye a r s ’ a c q u a i n t a n c e ,  n i n e  o f  w h i c h  we re  
s p en t  i n  t h e  en j oymen t  o f  a  f r i e nd sh i p  n eve r  f o r  a  
moment  in t e r r up t ed ,  c au s e  me  to  s ay,  ‘ I  h ave  lo s t  a  
fr iend; and in this sel f i sh, chang ing world, such fr iends  
“g row not  th ick on ever y bough.”’ His  regard for  th i s  
church has been tr ied by circumstances which i t  would  
no t  be  p roper  he re  to  re l a t e,  bu t  which  have  p roved  
how steady and how strong was his attachment.

I t  wo u l d  b e  q u i t e  s u p e r f l u o u s  f o r  m e  t o  s ay  a ny  
th ing  in  a t t e s t a t ion  o f  the  unblemi shed  pur i ty  o f  h i s  
mora l s ,  o r  the  unbroken  cons i s t ency  o f  h i s  re l i g iou s 
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profe s s ion.  Susp ic ion her se l f  ha th  nothing to  sugges t ,  
nor wil l  calumny venture to open her mouth to def ame  
him. There are  no posthumous di sc losures  to be made  
unfr iendly  to hi s  reputa t ion;  no di shonourable  secret s  
to be f ir st  circulated in whisper s,  then proclaimed with  
trumpets; there is nothing to come out that wil l  require  
i n t e r p re t a t i on  o r  de f ence.  A  p ro f e s s i on  o f  re l i g i on ,  
wh i ch  h a s  f l ou r i s h ed  du r i ng  h a l f  a  c en tu r y,  a nd  i n  
d i f ferent  s i tua t ions ,  o f  which the lea f  never  wi thered,  
and  the  f r u i t  never  f a i l ed ,  gave  good ev idence  o f  h i s  
h av i n g  b e e n  p l a n t e d  by  G o d  i n  t h e  c o u r t s  o f  h i s  
house.

In  re l i g i ou s  op in ion  Mr  Be r r y  wa s  a  d e c i ded ,  bu t  
moderate Calvinist .  What are cal led, and r ightly cal led,  
the doctr ines of g race, were the foundation of his hope,  
t he  j oy  o f  h i s  he a r t ,  and  the  theme  o f  h i s  m in i s t r y.  
He d id  not  ve i l  h i s  sent iment s ,  nor  u t te r  them under  
t h e  d i s g u i s e  o f  d a r k  s ay i n g s .  H i s  c r e e d  wa s  n o t  a  
problem incapable of  being solved by those who heard  
him. He at tached g reat  impor tance to r ight sent iments  
in  re l ig ion,  yet  was  he no b igot .  Mi ld  in  controver sy,  
a nd  d i s p a s s i on a t e  i n  a r gumen t ,  h e  h ad  none  o f  t h e  
wor mwood and  ga l l  o f  the  po lemic.  He  remembered  
wha t  i t  wou ld  b e  we l l  f o r  u s  a l l  t o  remembe r,  t h a t  
t r u th  appear s  mos t  ma je s t i c  and a t t r ac t ive  when sup- 
po r t ed  by  t h e  g en t l e r  v i r t u e s ;  a nd  t h a t  i t s  p rog re s s  
more  re s emble s  the  cour s e  o f  the  sun ,  i l l umina t ing ,  
bu t  s i l en t ,  than  tha t  o f  the  s to r m,  which  r ide s  upon  
the wings of the wind.

H i s  d i s c ou r s e s ,  i f  t h ey  p a r t ook  no t  o f  t h e  l o f t i e r  
proper t ies  of  e loquence,  were character i sed by a lumi- 
nou s  p e r s p i cu i t y  a nd  s imp l e  e l e g an c e.  The re  wa s  a  
per fect  t ransparency of  s ty le  in hi s  composi t ion which 
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not  on ly  rendered  i t  pos s ib le  to  under s t and  h im,  but  
a lmost imposs ible to misunder stand him. His preaching  
was  a lways  tha t  o f  a  sound,  we l l - in for med mind,  and  
replete with solid instruction. He was rather a practical  
than a  doct r ina l  preacher,  and probably  more adapted  
t o  e d i f y  t h e  Ch r i s t i a n  t h an  a l a r m  t h e  s i nn e r.  Th a t  
m ind  mus t  h ave  been  ve r y  h i gh  in  knowledge  o r  i n  
pre sumpt ion which could  lea r n  noth ing f rom hi s  se r- 
mons;  and that  hear t  in a  most  unenviable s ta te  which  
could not enjoy them. Possess ing l i t t le imag inat ion, he  
never employed the ornaments of rhetor ic, and appeared  
anx ious  on ly  to  exh ib i t  the  mean ing  o f  h i s  t ex t ,  and  
make  i t  under s tood.  Hav ing  adopted  ea r ly  in  l i f e  the  
practice of reading his sermons, according to the fashion  
o f  t h e  t ime,  h e  n eve r  cou l d  a b andon  i t ;  bu t  i t  wa s  
mat te r  o f  reg re t  to  h im tha t  he  had  rendered  h imse l f  
dependent on his notes.*

*	 I t  wou ld  b e  a  ma t t e r  mo s t  d e ep l y  t o  b e  d ep l o r ed  i f  t h e  p r a c t i c e  
o f  r e a d i n g  s e r m o n s ,  i n s t e a d  o f  f r e e l y  d e l i v e r i n g  t h e m ,  s h o u l d  e v e r  
a g a i n  b e come  common ,  o f  wh i ch  t h e r e  i s  no  sma l l  d ang e r ,  f r om  t h e  
e x a m p l e  o f  s o m e  e m i n e n t  p r e a c h e r s  i n  t h e  n o r t h .  T h a t  o n e  e x a l t e d  
m i n d  h e r e  a n d  t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o  c o n v e r t  e v e n  t h e  a p p e n d a g e  
o f  the  s e rmon book ,  l ike  Sa turn  h i s  r ing ,  in to  an  a id  o f  h i s  sp l endour ,  
i s  no  r e a s on  why  m ind s  o f  l e s s  f o r c e  s hou l d  a t t emp t  t h e  expe r imen t .  
T h e  s l a v i s h  r e a d i n g  o f  e v e n  a  g o o d  s e r m o n  w o u l d ,  i n  m a n y  c a s e s ,  
s u r round  i t  w i th  a  den s e  a tmo sphe r e  t h rough  wh i ch  i t s  b e au t y  wou ld  
b u t  d i m l y  a p p e a r .  W h a t  w o u l d  S p e n c e r  h a v e  b e e n  h a d  h e  r e a d  h i s  
d i s c o u r s e s ?  I  b e l i e v e  t h e  p r a c t i c e ,  i f  n o t  c o n f i n e d  t o  E n g l a n d ,  p r e - 
v a i l s  f a r  l e s s  on  the  con t i nen t  t h an  he r e .  Le t  i t  no t  be  t hough t  t he r e  
i s  no  a l t e rna t i ve  be tween  wr i t i ng  and  mere  ex t emporaneou s  e f f u s ion s ,  
p o u r e d  f o r t h  a t  r a n d o m ,  a n d  w i t h o u t  f o r e t h o u g h t .  M a n y  w h o  n e v e r  
t a k e  a  l i n e  w i t h  t h e m  i n t o  t h e  p u l p i t ,  s t u d y  t h e i r  s e r m o n s  w i t h  a s  
m u c h  c a r e  a s  t h o s e  w h o  r e a d  e v e r y  s y l l a b l e .  A d m i t t i n g  t h a t  a  
s e rmon  c an  b e  r e a d  w i t h  g r e a t e r  v e r b a l  a c cu r a c y  t h an  one  d e l i v e r e d  
w i t h o u t  n o t e s ,  i t  s h o u l d  b e  r e m e m b e r e d ,  t h a t  w h a t  i s  g a i n e d  i n  
accuracy is lost in impressiveness.
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H i s  conduc t  p a r took  much  o f  t he  m i l d  and  gen t l e  
v i r t u e s  o f  Ch r i s t i an i t y.  He  wa s  a  man  o f  p e a c e  and  
l ove r  o f  c on co rd .  Fo r  p e a c e  h e  wo u l d  a lway s  h ave  
s ac r i f i ced  a lmos t  eve r y  th ing  bu t  p r inc ip l e.  A  love ly  
disposition this, and the more valuable on account of its  
r a r i t y.  Wha t  a  wor ld  we  shou ld  l ive  i n  i f  eve r y  one  
were to cultivate, as our deceased fr iend unquestionably  
d id ,  tha t  ‘ cha r i ty  which  bea re th  a l l  th ing s ,  be l i eve th  
all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things.’

Next  to  h i s  ino f f en s ivene s s ,  and  nea r ly  a l l i ed  to  i t ,  
wa s  h i s  d i s t ingu i shed  p r udence.  I  know no  one  who  
walked through li fe with more cautious circumspection.  
He never  by  r a shnes s  or  impetuos i ty  p lunged h imse l f  
in to  d i f f i cu l t ie s ,  or  involved h imse l f  or  h i s  f r iends  in  
vexatious contests .  He was never cal led to make humil- 
i a t ing conces s ions  or  d i sg race fu l  re t rea t s .  Prudence i s  
necessary for a l l ,  but as a minister ia l  qual i f icat ion, i t  i s  
next  in  impor tance  to  p ie ty  i t se l f .  For  want  o f  i t  the  
s trongest  power s of  mind are often useless ;  by the help  
o f  i t  even  t h e  f e e b l e s t  may  do  g re a t  g ood .  Un fo r - 
tunately it  i s  looked upon by some as a low and g rovel- 
l ing  v i r tue,  a s  a  mere  we ight  on  the  wing  o f  gen iu s .  
Among the excel lencies  of  our depar ted fr iend was his  
en t i re  f reedom f rom censor iousne s s .  Dur ing  the  s ix- 
t een  yea r s ’ a cqua in t ance  tha t  I  have  had  wi th  h im,  I  
know not that  in one s ingle ins tance I  ever  heard him  
vo lunta r i ly  speak to  the  d i s advantage  o f  another ;  and  
when he was obliged to admit a f ault,  he did so in such  
a  way as  showed him to be most  remote f rom the love  
of censure.

How humble  he  was  you a l l  know who were  in  the  
hab i t  o f  obser v ing  h i s  depor tment .  With  a  mind wel l  
s tored with lear ning,  and the var ious reading of  ha l f  a 
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century,  he possessed the modesty and unobtrus iveness  
o f  a  ch i ld .  He  de l ive red  h i s  op in ion  in  the  company  
o f  t ho s e  who  m i gh t  h ave  s a t  a t  h i s  f e e t  t o  r e c e ive  
instruction, with the diff idence of a youth who had not  
pa s sed  h i s  novic i a te.  Probably  a  l i t t l e  more  energy o f  
ch a r a c t e r  wou ld  h ave  rende red  h im more  u s e fu l ,  by  
giving him more weight.

The  p re s su re  o f  bod i ly  in f i r mi ty,  un i t ed  wi th  a  re- 
t i r ing d i spos i t ion,  prevented him f rom enter ing much  
i n t o  wha t  m i gh t  b e  d enomin a t ed  t h e  pub l i c  l i f e  o f  
re l ig ion.  I  have been infor med that  when younger and  
heal thier,  he was not backward to suppor t  the schemes  
of zeal which were then in operation; and that with him  
or ig inated the most eff icient county union in the king- 
dom;  I  mean the  Hampsh i re  As soc i a t ion  o f  Min i s te r s  
and Churches.

Thus l ived,  laboured,  and died,  the respected subject  
o f  th i s  d i scour se.  The ear th ly  house  o f  h i s  t aber nac le  
is dissolved, but his disembodied spir it has fled to inhabit  
a  house  not  made wi th hands ,  e ter na l  in  the  heavens .  
Long ere we could convey hi s  ear thly remains  to their  
sepulchral  reposi tory,  he had looked upon the g racious  
countenance of  the Chief  Shepherd,  and received that  
smile which is a pastor’s highest and last reward.

May  the  eve r- l iv ing  Jehovah  be  the  God and  Judge  
of  the widow in hi s  holy habi ta t ion.  May the chi ldren  
and ch i ld ren ’s  ch i ld ren  be  fo l lower s  o f  h im who now  
though f a i th  and pa t ience  inher i t s  the  promise s .  May  
those of  them especia l ly  who preach the Word of  God  
be enabled to keep the pattern of their respected f ather  
be fo re  the i r  eye s .  May  they  l e a r n  by  the s e  domes t i c  
vicissitudes to speak with sti l l  more feeling and ser ious- 
ness of the vanity of al l  ear thly aff air s ,  and after having 
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been brought at some distant per iod to their own graves,  
r ich in year s,  usefulness,  and honour, may they meet in  
g lor y  wi th  h im who f i r s t  t aught  the i r  in f an t  f ee t  the  
way o f  p ie ty,  and uni te  wi th  h im through e te r n i ty  in  
p r a i s i ng  God  fo r  the  abundan t  g r a ce  be s towed  upon  
their family.

Let  us  lear n f rom thi s  subject  to  look up amids t  the  
mor ta l i ty  o f  mini s ter s  wi th joy and conf idence to  the  
perfect ions and immor ta l i ty of  the chief  Shepherd.  Let  
u s  be  admoni shed  by  i t  to  be  eve r  re ady  fo r  the  l a s t  
even t fu l  hour  o f  l i f e.  Le t  u s  l e a r n  the  exce l l ence  o f  
that rel ig ion which regenerates the hear t ,  sancti f ies the  
l i fe, soothes the mind under all its sor rows, supports the  
sou l  amids t  the  decays  o f  na ture,  throws a  lu s t re  over  
the dark va l ley,  opens  the por ta l s  o f  the ce le s t i a l  c i ty,  
and  hav ing  conduc ted  the  d i s embod ied  sp i r i t  t o  the  
throne, returns again to ear th to pour the balm of con- 
s o l a t i on  i n t o  t h e  m ind s  o f  mou r n i ng  re l a t ive s ,  a nd  
conduct  them onward to that  world where connexions  
strengthened and hallowed by relig ion shall be rewarded,  
perfected, and perpetuated. Amen.
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YOUTH WARNED.

A SERMON,

PREACHED IN CARRS LANE MEETING HOUSE, 

ON 

SUNDAY EVENING, 4 JANUARY 1824, 

AND 

ADDRESSED PARTICULARLY TO YOUNG MEN.

‘Young men likewise exhort to be sober minded.’
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The Author made it  his practice to preach to the young on  
the f ir st Lord’s Day of the year, and the following sermon was  
one of the ser ies, and was designed to g ive a benef icial turn to  
the impression produced by the tr ial and execution of Thurtell  
for the murder of Weare.  That tr ia l  was the cause célèbre of  
that generation, and no one now reading an account of it can  
imagine the sensation which it excited throughout England.

But the chief interest of this sermon ar ises from the circum- 
s tance that  the remarks  which i t  conta ins  aga ins t  theat r ica l  
amusements drew down upon the Author the displeasure of the  
playgoing par t  of  the community.  Severa l  pamphlets  were in  
consequence published against him by per sons who wished to  
wr ite themselves into notice, and the sermon reached a four th  
edi t ion,  but  the matter  was comparat ive ly soon forgotten at  
home. On the Author’s decease, however, there appeared in a  
New York newspaper an attack upon him full of misstatements,  
and evidently the production of a provincial wr iter on theatr ical  
subjects, who had been interested in the quarrel.

The Author was g r ieved at  the i l l  wi l l  which he thus con- 
tracted as tending to weaken his hold on his fellow townsmen,  
and i t  was c lear from what he from time to t ime said on the  
subject that he had become convinced that the best method of  
opposing any popular amusement which may appear wrong is  
rather by inculcating counteracting pr inciples than by a direct  
attack upon it.
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I  wi sh  i t  were  po s s ib l e,  young  men ,  fo r  me  to  d i s - 
c lose to you the deep sol ic i tude and ear nest  des i re  for  
your wel f are,  with which I  meet you this  evening,  and  
commence  th i s  e f f o r t  o f  m in i s t e r i a l  f i d e l i t y :  s u ch  a  
knowledge of my feelings and my motives would ensure  
me your ser ious and candid at tent ion. In se lect ing you  
a s  the  spec i a l  ob jec t s  o f  my addre s s ,  I  have  been  in- 
fluenced by a painful conviction, which I should be glad  
to have disproved, that there was scarcely ever a per iod  
when such admoni t ions  a s  those  which I  sha l l  de l iver  
on the present occas ion,  were more needed by per sons  
o f  your  s ex  and  age.  Wi thout  p re t end ing  to  s ay  tha t  
t h e  you th  o f  t h i s  g ene r a t i on  a re  more  co r r up t  t h an  
tho se  o f  fo r mer  t ime s ,  I  w i l l  a s s e r t  th a t  the i r  mora l  
in teres t s  a re  now exposed f rom var ious  causes  to  ver y  
imminen t  p e r i l .  The  imp rovemen t  a nd  d i f f u s i on  o f  
modern educat ion, have produced a bold and indepen- 
dent mode of  thinking,  which,  though i t  be in i t se l f  a  
bene f i t ,  requ i re s  a  p ropor t iona te  deg ree  o f  re l i g iou s  
re s t r a in t  to  prevent  i t  f rom degenera t ing  in to  l awle s s  
l i c en t iou sne s s .  I t  i s  p robab l e  a l s o,  t h a t  o f  l a t e  ye a r s  
parents have relaxed the salutary r igour of domestic dis- 
c ip l ine,  in compl iment to the improved under s tanding  
o f  t h e i r  c h i l d ren .  Tr a d e  a nd  commerc e  a re  now  s o  
widely extended, that our youth are more from beneath  
their parents’ inspection than formerly, and consequently 



348	 works of john angell james volume i�

more  exposed  to  the  contamina t ing  in f luence  o f  ev i l  
company.  The habi t s  of  society in genera l ,  are becom- 
ing more expens ive and luxur ious .  And in addi t ion to  
a l l  th i s ,  the  sec re t  but  zea lous  e f for t s  o f  in f ide l i ty  to  
c i rcu l a t e  work s ,  wh i ch  by  a t t emp t ing  to  unde r mine  
revea led  re l ig ion ,  a im to  subver t  the  whole  f abr i c  o f  
mora l s ,  have most  a l a r ming ly  increa sed i r re l ig ion and  
immora l i t y.  Bu t  wha t eve r  be  the  c au s e s ,  t he  f a c t  t o  
me is  indubitable,  that mult i tudes of the young men of  
the  pre sent  day  a re  exceed ing ly  cor r upt  and pro f ane.  
Such a  s ta te  of  th ings  rouses  and interes t s  a l l  my fee l- 
ings as  a f ather,  a minister,  and a patr iot :  I  am anxious  
fo r  my own ch i ld ren ,  a s  we l l  a s  fo r  the  youth  o f  my  
f l o ck ,  my  town ,  and  my  coun t r y.  You  a re  to  be  the  
f a ther s ,  young men,  o f  the next  genera t ion;  and most  
so l i c i tous  do  I  f ee l  tha t  you shou ld  t r an smi t  re l ig ion  
and not vice to poster i ty.  Li s ten then with ser iousness  
to  what  I  sha l l  th i s  evening advance,  f rom mot ives  o f  
pure and faithful affection.

I  sha l l  d i rec t  your  a t ten t ion to  tha t  so lemn por t ion  
of sacred Scripture which you will find in

Ecclesiastes 11:9.

Rejo i c e,  O young man,  in  thy youth;  and l e t  thy hear t  
c h e e r  t h e e  i n  t h e  d ay s  o f  t hy  you th ,  and  wa lk  i n  t h e  
way s  o f  t h i n e  h e a r t ,  a n d  i n  t h e  s i g h t  o f  t h i n e  e ye s ;  
b u t  k n ow  t h o u ,  t h a t  f o r  a l l  t h e s e  t h i n g s,  Go d  w i l l  
bring thee into judgement.

The de s i gn  o f  So lomon in  the  book  o f  Ecc l e s i a s t e s  
s e e m s  t o  b e  t h i s ,  a f t e r  d e t a i l i n g  t h e  g o o d  t h i n g s 
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of life to the widest extent, setting them in the strongest  
l i gh t ,  and  g ran t ing  to  them ever y  pos s ib l e  advan tage  
which the i r  mos t  pa s s iona te  admirer s  contend for,  to  
demons t r a t e,  tha t  a s  they  a re  a t t ended  wi th  so  many  
inseparable evils, are so shor t-lived in their continuance,  
so unprof itable in the hour of death, and so utterly use- 
less in the world beyond the g rave, they are insuff icient  
for  the  want s ,  and inadequate  to  the  happines s  o f  the  
sou l  o f  man .  No one  was  more  capable  o f  fo r ming  a  
cor rect opinion on this subject than Solomon; s ince no  
man ever commanded more resources of ear thly del ight  
than he did, or ever more eagerly availed himself of the  
oppor tunit ies  which he possessed:  and yet did he g row  
disgusted and dissat i s f ied with sensual  pleasures ,  and at  
l ength  g ive  us  the  sum tota l  o f  wor ld ly  en joyment  in  
those  two cypher s ,  van i ty  and vexa t ion o f  sp i r i t .  Hi s  
t e s t imony,  the re fo re,  i s  to  be  con s ide red  (no t  a s  the  
cynical declamation of an ascetic,  who had never tasted  
sensual indulgence, but) as that of a man who had drunk  
the cup to i t s  dregs ,  and who found those dregs  to be  
wormwood, gall, and poison.

I  am no t  unaware  tha t  some  expound  the  l anguage  
o f  the  t ex t  a s  conta in ing  an  in t ima t ion  o f  So lomon’s  
wil l ingness  to a l low young people the ful l  g rat i f icat ion  
o f  the i r  senses ,  and the indulgence of  the i r  appet i te s ,  
coup led  wi th  an  admoni t ion  to  l e t  the i r  pur su i t  and  
enjoyment of pleasure be regulated by a reference to the  
judgement of God, as it is recorded in the Scr ipture, and  
w i l l  be  publ i shed  a t  the  l a s t  d ay.  A l though  I  do  no t  
think this is  the meaning of the text, because the terms  
employed in the passage are generally used by the sacred  
wr iters in a bad sense, as importing cr iminal indulgence,  
ye t  there  i s  noth ing in  the  sent iment  to  which,  when 
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p rope r l y  exp l a i n ed ,  I  ob j e c t .  I  a l l ow  you th  a l l  t h a t  
p leasure which the Word of  God sanct ions ,  and which  
his sentence in the day of judgement wil l  not condemn,  
I  would say,  ‘Young man,  enjoy thyse l f ,  thy senses  are  
in  fu l l  v igour,  thy  imag ina t ion l ive ly ;  i t  i s  the  ver na l  
season of thy existence, g ratify thy genius and thy taste,  
and as  long as  thy pleasures  accord with the let ter  and  
spir it of revelation, and will secure the approbation of God  
in  the  judgement  day,  they  a re  innocen t  and  l awfu l .  
But take heed how thou a l lowest  thyse l f  any g rat i f ica- 
t ion unt i l  thou has t  t r ied i t  by the Word of  God,  and  
proved i t  to  be  innocent .’ I  am qui te  wi l l ing  to  make  
the Scr iptures  the s tandard of  our p leasures ,  a s  wel l  a s  
of our duties.  Relig ion and melancholy are not as some  
th ink  s ynonymous  t e r ms .  P i e ty  i s  a s  f a r  f rom g loom  
a s  n o o n t i d e  i s  f ro m  m i d n i g h t .  ‘ I t s  way s  a r e  way s  
o f  p l e a s an tne s s  and  a l l  i t s  p a th s  a re  pe ace.’ The re  i s  
joy and peace in bel ieving, a peace that passeth under- 
s tanding,  a  joy unspeakable and ful l  of  g lor y.  Rel ig ion  
g ive s  the  sub s t ance  o f  happ ine s s  fo r  the  shadow;  the  
r e a l i t y  f o r  t h e  n a m e.  I t  a l l ow s  a l l  t h a t  e n j oy m e n t  
of the comforts of ear th, which is not incompatible with  
the pursuit of eternal salvation in heaven.

I .  T h e  t e x t  p r o p e r l y  e x p l a i n e d ,  c o n s i s t s  o f  a n  
I ron i c a l  Add re s s .  Unde r  a  s e em ing  pe r m i s s i on ,  t h i s  
language contains a very strong and pointed prohibition.  
I t  i s  as  i f  the wr iter had sa id,  ‘Thoughtless  and sensual  
young man, who hast no idea of happiness but as ar ising  
f rom animal  indulgence,  and who ar t  dr ink ing cont i - 
nual ly the intoxicat ing cup of worldly pleasure,  pur sue  
thy cour se i f  thou ar t  determined on this  mode of l i fe,  
g r a t i f y  t hy  appe t i t e s ,  i ndu l ge  a l l  t hy  p a s s i on s ,  d eny  
thysel f  nothing, eat ,  dr ink and be mer ry;  disregard the 
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admonitions of conscience, trample under foot the autho- 
r i ty of  revelat ion,  but think not that  thou shal t  a lways  
p ro sper  in  the  ways  o f  s in ,  o r  ca r r y  fo r  ever  tha t  a i r  
o f  j o l l i t y  a nd  t r i umph .  The  d ay  o f  r e c kon i ng  i s  a t  
h and ,  when  f o r  a l l  t h e s e  t h ing s  t hou  w i l t  b e  c a l l ed  
into judgement.  God now witnesses ,  and takes account  
o f  a l l  thy  ways ,  and wi l l  one day  ca l l  thee  to  h i s  bar,  
and reward thee according to thy doings.’

I t  i s  imp l i e d  i n  t h i s  a d d re s s ,  t h a t  yo u n g  men  a re  
much add ic ted  to  sensua l  p lea sure.  Thi s  ha s  been the  
case with every generation and in every country: and it is  
too common not only for the young themselves, but even  
for their seniors and their sires to justify or palliate their  
vic ious excesses .  We not unfrequent ly hear the abomi- 
nable adage,  ‘Youth for  p leasure,  age for  bus iness ,  and  
o ld age for  re l ig ion.’ I t  i s  not  poss ible  for  language to  
u t te r,  or  mind to  conce ive,  a  more  g ros s  or  shocking  
i n s u l t  t o  God  t h an  t h i s ;  wh i ch  i s  i n  e f f e c t  s ay i n g ,  
‘when  I  c an  no  longer  en joy  my lu s t s ,  o r  pur sue  my  
ga ins ,  then I  wi l l  car r y  to  God a  body and soul  wor n  
ou t  in  the  s e r v i ce  o f  s in ,  Sa t an ,  and  the  wor ld .’ The  
monst rous  wickednes s  and hor r id  impiety  of  th i s  idea  
is enough, one should think, when put clearly to him, to  
shock and ter r ify the most conf irmed and careless sinner  
i n  e x i s t en c e.  The re  a re  many  t h i ng s  wh i ch  t end  t o  
che r i sh  i n  the  you th fu l  b re a s t ,  and  to  j u s t i f y  i n  the  
es t imat ion of  young men, the love of  sensual  p leasure.  
At their  age care s i t s  l ight ly on the hear t ,  the pass ions  
are strong, the imag ination is l ively, the health is  good,  
the social impulse is felt in al l  its energy, the attractions  
of  company are powerful ;  and thi s  they imag ine i s  the  
ha l cyon  t ime  fo r  them to  t ake  the i r  f i l l  o f  p l e a su re.  
They think that  they shal l  be s teady enough by and by 
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when  the  s e a son  o f  you th  i s  p a s t ;  and  tha t  sob r i e t y,  
moral i ty, and rel ig ion wil l  a l l  come in the proper order  
o f  nature.  World ly  p leasure,  decked in the voluptuous  
a t t i r e  a n d  t h e  m e re t r i c i o u s  o r n a m e n t s  o f  a  h a r l o t ,  
appear s to their heated imag ination, with al l  the attrac- 
t ive  cha r ms  o f  a  mos t  bewi tch ing  beauty.  They  y ie ld  
themselves at once to her influence, and consider her as  
abundant ly  able  to  a f ford  them a l l  the  happines s  they  
de s i re.  The i r  g rea t  concer n  i s  to  g ra t i fy  the i r  s ense s .  
The soul  and a l l  her vast  concerns i s  neglected for the  
pleasures  of  f leshly appet i tes ,  and i s  condemned to the  
degradation of acting as a mere waiting maid to minister  
t o  the  en joymen t  o f  t he  body.  Young  men ,  c an  you  
justi fy, either at the bar of reason or revelation, such an  
appropr iat ion of the morning of your exis tence,  of  the  
b e s t  a nd  l ove l i e s t  po r t i on  o f  you r  l i f e ?  I f  t h e re  b e  
indeed a God who made and preserves you, is it reason- 
ab l e  t h a t  t he  s e a son  o f  you th  shou ld  be  p a s s ed  i n  a  
manner  ha te fu l  in  h i s  s ight?  I s  th i s  the  way to  ensure  
h i s  ble s s ing  on your  fu ture  days ?  I s  i t  rea sonable  tha t  
your juveni le vigour should be exhausted on vices for- 
b idden  by  h i s  Word?  Were  the  noble  f acu l t i e s  o f  the  
human sou l  con fe r red  fo r  no  o the r  pur pose s  than  to  
minis ter  to her cor ruptions? To what par t  of  the Word  
of  God wil l  you tur n and not f ind your pract ices  con- 
d e m n e d ?  W h e r e  i s  i t  s a i d  t h a t  yo u n g  p e o p l e  m ay  
innocen t l y  wa lk  in  a l l  k ind s  o f  s en sua l  i ndu lgence s ?  
On what  page of  the book of  God’s  t r uth do you f ind  
these  a l lowances  for  the exces ses  of  youth,  which you  
make for  your se lve s ,  and i l l - judg ing f r iends  make for  
yo u ?  ‘ Wo e  u n t o  t h e m  t h a t  r i s e  u p  e a r l y  i n  t h e  
mor ning that  they may fo l low s t rong dr ink;  that  con- 
t i nu e  un t i l  n i gh t ,  t i l l  w i n e  i n f l ame  t h em !  And  t h e 
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harp and the viol, the tabret and the pipe, and wine are  
i n  the i r  f e a s t s :  bu t  t hey  reg a rd  no t  t he  work  o f  t he  
Lo rd ,  ne i t he r  con s i de r  t he  ope r a t i on s  o f  h i s  h and s .’  
Thi s  i s  the  te s t imony o f  the  Lord ,  de l ive red  a s  much  
aga in s t  the  s in s  o f  youth a s  those  o f  r iper  year s .  And  
i s  i t  no t  men t ioned  among s t  o the r  v i ce s  by  S t  Pau l ,  
‘ that men should be lover s of pleasure more than lover s  
o f  God? ’ There  i s  no  excep t ion  in  your  f avour,  f rom  
the obligations of piety, in al l  the Word of God: on the  
con t r a r y,  how many  a re  the  admoni t ion s  to  youth fu l  
relig ion: there is not one duty of true godliness binding  
upon you in future year s ,  which does not res t  with a l l  
i t s  author ity upon you at the present moment. Is  youth  
t he  s e a son  f o r  s i n fu l  p l e a su re  t hen !  I s  t h i s  b e s t  and  
most  in f luent ia l  por t ion of  your  ex i s tence to  be de l i - 
b e r a t e l y  g iven  up  t o  v i c e !  Th a t  i s  a  d re a d f u l  i d e a ;  
repugnant alike to reason and revelation.

1.  I f  s en su a l  p l e a s u re  b e  pu r s u ed  a s  t h e  ob j e c t  o f  
youthful  year s ,  see how i t  wi l l  in f luence a l l  your pur- 
s u i t s .  Whe re  young  men  l ive  i n  t h i s  way,  i t  d i re c t s  
t he i r  re ad ing ,  wh i ch  i s  no t  p iou s  o r  improv ing ,  bu t  
l i g h t ,  t r i f l i n g ,  a nd  po l l u t i n g .  I n f l amma to r y  nove l s ,  
s t imu l a t i n g  romance s ,  l ewd  poe t r y,  immor a l  s ong s ,  
s a t i r e s  a g a i n s t  r e l i g i o u s  c h a r a c t e r s ,  a n d  a r g u m e n t s  
against  revelat ion,* are in genera l  the works consul ted 

*	 I f  any  young  pe r son ,  who  ha s  h ad  doub t s  o f  t he  d i v ine  au tho r i t y  
o f  t h e  B i b l e  r a i s e d  i n  h i s  m ind ,  s hou l d  w i s h  t o  e x am ine  t h e  s ub j e c t  
f o r  h i m s e l f  ( w h i c h  i s  c e r t a i n l y  m u c h  m o r e  r a t i o n a l  t h a n  t o  i n d u l g e  
un founded  p r e j ud i c e s ) ,  t h e  Au tho r  e a rne s t l y  r e commend s ,  t o  h im  the  
p e r u s a l  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  b o o k s :  L e s l i e ’ s  S h o r t  a n d  E a s y  M e t h o d  
w i t h  t h e  D e i s t s ;  B i s h o p  W a t s o n ’ s  A p o l o g y  f o r  t h e  B i b l e ,  i n  a n s w e r  
t o  t h e  o b j e c t i o n s  o f  P a i n e ;  D r  B o g u e ’ s  E s s a y  o n  t h e  D i v i n e  
A u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  N e w  T e s t a m e n t ;  D r  C a m p b e l l ’ s  D i s s e r t a t i o n  o n  
M i r a c l e s ,  i n  r e p l y  t o  H u m e ;  a n d  D r  C h a l m e r s ’ s  E v i d e n c e  a n d  
Authority of the Christian Religion.
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by cor rupt and vicious youth, and by these they become  
s t i l l  m o re  v i c i o u s .  N eve r  d i d  t h e  p r e s s  s e n d  f o r t h  
s t reams of  g reater  pol lut ion than at  thi s  t ime.  Author s  
a re  to  be  found ,  o f  no  mean  t a l en t s ,  who  pande r  to  
ever y cor rupt ion of  the youthful  bosom. Almost  ever y  
vice has its high pr iest, to burn incense on its altar, and  
to lead i t s  v ict ims,  decked with the gar lands of  poetr y  
or fiction, to their ruin.*

2 .  A  l ove  o f  s i n f u l  p l e a s u re  w i l l  g ive  t h e  t one  t o  
your  conver sa t ion ;  which wi l l  be  va in ,  loose  and un-

*	 A s  f o r  B y r o n ,  h i s  e x q u i s i t e  p a t h o s  a n d  a l m o s t  p e e r l e s s  b e a u t y ,  
c a n  make  no  a t on emen t  f o r  h i s  v i c e s ,  a nd  s hou l d  h a v e  no  powe r  t o  
r e conc i l e  u s  t o  h i s  wo rk s .  He  i s ,  i n d e ed ,  a s  h e  h a s  b e en  s t y l e d ,  t h e  
m a s t e r  o f  a  s a t a n i c  s c h o o l .  I n f i d e l i t y  a n d  i m m o r a l i t y  n e v e r  b e f o r e  
r e c e i v e d  s u c h  p a t r o n a g e  f r o m  t h e  p o e t i c  m u s e .  N e v e r  b e f o r e  w a s  
g en iu s  s e en  i n  c l o s e r  un ion  w i th  v i c e .  H i s  work s  a r e  enough  to  co r - 
r up t  t h e  mo r a l s  o f  a  n a t i on ,  a nd  s e em  t o  h a v e  b e en  w r i t t e n  f o r  t h e  
pu rpo s e ;  and  he  appe a r s  t o  h ave  been  s t i r r ed  up  by  an  ev i l  s p i r i t ,  t o  
a t t e m p t  b y  h i s  p o e m s  t h a t  m i s c h i e f  w h i c h  t h e  w i t  o f  V o l t a i r e ,  t h e  
s u b t l e t i e s  o f  H u m e ,  a n d  t h e  p o p u l a r  r i b a l d r y  o f  P a i n e ,  h a d  i n  v a i n  
ende avou r ed  t o  e f f e c t .  A t  l eng th  t h e  i nd i gn a t i on  o f  h e aven  s e ems  t o  
h a v e  b e en  r ou s ed  t o  s co r ch  w i t h  i t s  l i g h t n i ng  t h e  w ing s  o f  h i s  l o f t y  
b u t  i m p i o u s  g e n i u s :  a s  h i s  l a t e r  p r o d u c t i o n s  e v i n c e  a  s i n g u l a r  d e s - 
t i t u t i on  o f  t h e  t a l en t  wh i ch  ch a r a c t e r i s e d  t h e  e a r l i e r  e f f u s i on s  o f  h i s  
mu se .  One  c an  s c a r c e l y  suppo s e  i t  po s s i b l e  t h a t  even  he  c an  r e ad  the  
l a s t  c a n t o s  o f  h i s  m o s t  v i c i o u s  w o r k ,  w i t h o u t  s e c r e t l y  e x c l a i m i n g  
u n d e r  a  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e i r  i n f e r i o r i t y ,  ‘ H o w  a m  I  f a l l e n ! ’  I f  
y o u n g  m e n  w o u l d  n o t  b e  c u r s e d  b y  t h e  i n f i d e l i t y  a n d  i m m o r a l i t y  
w h i c h  l u r k  w i t h i n  h i s  p a g e s ,  l e t  t h e m  b e w a r e  h o w  t h e y  t o u c h  h i s  
volumes as they would a beautiful form infected with the plague.

[ T h e  m o r e  r e l i g i o n s  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  a p p e a r  n o t  t o  i m p u t e  
s u ch  s e t t l e d  d e s i g n s  o f  m i s c h i e f  t o  h i s  Lo r d s h i p ,  o r  t o  p r o s c r i b e  h i s  
w o r k s  a s  f o r m e r l y .  B u t  t h i s  m a y  b e  o w i n g  t o  h i s  w o r k s  b e i n g  n o w  
c o m p a r a t i v e l y  u n r e a d .  C e r t a i n l y  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  w e  a r e  e m a n c i p a t e d  
f r o m  t h e  p o w e r  o f  p o e t r y  i n  g e n e r a l .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e c a l l  t h e  
d e l i g h t  w i t h  wh i ch  a ny  n ew  poem  o f  By ron  wa s  r e a d  b y  t h e  you t h ,  
h i s  c on t empo r a r i e s .  He  wa s  f e l t  a s  t h e i r  d e l i v e r e r  f r om  t h e  a r t i f i c e s  
and mannerisms of the preceding versifiers.]
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p ro f i t a b l e ;  i f  no t  ob s c ene,  f i l t hy  and  p ro f ane.  Je s t s  
aga in s t  re l ig ion ,  sneer s  a t  the  p ie ty  o f  the  r ighteous ,  
i r reve ren t  appe a l s  t o  he aven ,  s hock ing  o a th s ,  and  a  
bo a s t f u l  p a r ade  o f  t h e  immora l i t i e s  t h ey  h ave  com- 
mi t t ed ,  the  f ema le s  they  have  s educed ,  o r  the  reve l s  
they have shared in ,  make up the conver sa t ion,  I  fear,  
o f  some  c i rc l e s .  Young  men ,  i s  i t  f o r  th i s  t he  nobl e  
f a cu l t y  o f  speech  wa s  g iven ,  tha t  d i s t inc t ion  o f  man  
f ro m  t h e  b r u t e  c r e a t i o n ;  t h a t  e x q u i s i t e  ve h i c l e  o f  
thought and medium of  communicat ion between mind  
and  mind?  Can  you th ink  o f  the  s t r a in s  o f  conver s a - 
tion to which you have often listened, and in which you  
have often joined, without hor ror? Could the discour se  
of a s ingle evening be penned down just as i t  occur red,  
in a l l  i t s  inanity,  s i l l iness ,  obscenity and prof anity,  and  
then read over  to you;  sure ly,  sure ly,  i f  ever y spark of  
shame was not ext inguished in your nature,  your f aces  
would be covered with blushes, and your soul f il led with  
confus ion a t  the  shocking rec i t a l .  There  i s  something  
most disgust ing and most hor r ible,  to hear a man boast  
of the cr imes which he has committed, and with osten- 
t a t ion se t  for th  the  pa ins  which he  ha s  t aken to  bla s t  
the prospects of others, and ruin his own immortal soul.  
The Scr ipture makes i t  a  s in even to be proud of good  
deeds; but to be proud of bad ones is a disposition truly  
i n f e r n a l .  Fo r  young  men  t o  s t u dy  f i r s t  t o  e x c e l  i n  
deeds of r iot and debauchery, and then to proclaim their  
feats ,  i s  to try who shal l  be at once most brutal ised and  
most  d iabol ica l ,  and then to be proud of  the t rans for- 
ma t i on .  A s  f o r  swe a r i n g ,  I  s c a rc e l y  know  any t h i ng  
which more decidedly proves a depraved hear t ;  s ince i t  
g r a t i f i e s  no  pa s s ion  and  indu lge s  no  appe t i t e,  bu t  i s  
unming led  wickednes s  aga in s t  God.  Probably  there  i s 
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nothing which has a more polluting effect on the imag i- 
na t ion ,  o r  a  more  ha rden ing  in f luence  on  the  hea r t ,  
t h an  f i l t hy,  ob s c ene,  and  p ro f ane  conve r s a t i on ;  and  
the  man who can ever  l i s ten  to  i t  wi th  p lea sure  mus t  
a lready have become very vi le,  and i s  hourly becoming  
more so.

3.  A love  o f  s en sua l  p lea sure  wi l l ,  o f  cour se,  d i rec t  
young men in the choice of their companions; and these  
wi l l  not be the moral  and ser ious,  but the thoughtless ,  
the gay,  and the dis s ipated.  Fel lowship seems necessar y  
to  g ive  ze s t  to  v i ce.  There  i s  someth ing  coward ly  in  
s in .  I t  l ike s  not  so l i tude  and s i l ence :  the  one  i s  soon  
p eop l ed  t o  t h e  s i nne r ’s  p e r t u rbed  imag in a t i on  w i th  
f rowning for ms ,  and the  o ther  broken by  threa ten ing  
voice s .  He r ushes ,  there fore,  in to  company to  recru i t  
h i s  c o u r a g e  a n d  g r a t i f y  h i s  l u s t s ;  n o t  t o  p e r s u a d e  
h imse l f  th a t  he  i s  do ing  r i gh t ,  bu t  to  ge t  r i d  o f  the  
consc iousnes s  tha t  he  i s  do ing  wrong,  and drown the  
c l amour s  o f  h i s  consc ience  in  the  uproar  o f  h i s  com- 
panions ;  a t  once to be vic ious and mer r y.  Young men,  
i f  you  de te r mine  to  l ive  in  the  g r a t i f i c a t ion  o f  your  
pa s s ion s  and  the  indu lgence  o f  your  s in fu l  appe t i t e s ,  
you wi l l  soon have as socia tes  sui ted to your ta s te,  and  
tha t  wi l l  never  d i s turb  your  consc ience  wi th  the  l an- 
g u a g e  o f  wa r n i n g  o r  r e p ro o f .  A n d  w i l l  t h e s e  b e  
licentious wits, blaspheming scoffers, apostate Chr istians,  
hardened rakes ,  deg raded sot s ,  avowed in f ide l s ,  aban- 
doned  p ro s t i t u t e s ?  Look  a t  t h e  p a r t y.  C an  you  a p - 
p rove  i t ?  Are  the re  no t  moment s ,  when  you  f ee l  the  
la s t  dying remains of  moral  fee l ing s t i r r ing within you  
i n  s i c ken i n g  r evu l s i on  a t  s u ch  s o c i e t y  a s  t h i s ?  B u t  
even these  dy ing ,  l inger ing  s igns  o f  a  consc ience  not  
quite dead, will soon vanish, and you will yield yourself 
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without  a  s t r ugg le  to  a l l  the  cor rupt ing ,  damning in- 
fluence of bad company.

4 .  The  re c re a t i on s  and  amu s emen t s  o f  young  men  
w h o  l i ve  i n  s i n f u l  p u r s u i t s  a r e  o f  t h e  s a m e  n a t u re  
as their reading, conversation, and company, polluted and  
pol lut ing. The theatre i s  general ly frequented by them;  
the theatre, that cor rupter of public morals ;  that school  
where nothing good and every thing bad is  lear nt;  that  
re sor t  o f  the v ic ious  and seminar y of  v ice ;  tha t  broad  
a n d  f l owe r y  ave nu e  t o  t h e  b o t t o m l e s s  p i t .  H e re  a  
young  man f ind s  no  h inderance s  to  s in ,  no  war n ing s  
against  ir rel ig ion, no mementos of judgement to come;  
but, on the contrary, everything to inflame his passions,  
to excite his cr iminal desires, and to gratify his appetites  
fo r  v i ce.  The  l anguage,  the  mus ic,  and  the  company,  
a re  a l l  a d ap t ed  t o  a  s en su a l  t a s t e ,  and  c a l cu l a t ed  t o  
demora l i s e  the  mind .*  Mul t i tude s  o f  once  compara - 
tively innocent and happy youths have to date their ruin 

*	 I t  i s  b y  n o  m e a n s  t h e  a u t h o r ’ s  i n t e n t i o n  t o  a f f i r m  t h a t  a l l  w h o  
f r equen t  the  thea t r e  a r e  v i c iou s  pe r son s .  F a r  be  i t  f rom h im to  p r e f e r  
a n  a c c u s a t i o n  s o  e x t e n s i v e  a n d  u n f o u n d e d  a s  t h i s .  N o  d o u b t  m a n y  
ami ab l e  and  mora l  pe r son s  a r e  among  the  admi r e r s  o f  d r ama t i c  r ep r e - 
s e n t a t i on .  Th a t  t h e y  r e c e i v e  no  con t am in a t i on  f r om  t h e  s c en e s  t h e y  
w i tne s s ,  o r  the  l anguage  they  hea r ,  i s  no  s t ronge r  p roo f  tha t  the  s t age  
i s  no t  immora l  i n  i t s  t endency  and  e f f e c t s ,  t h an  tha t  the r e  i s  no  con- 
t a g i on  i n  t h e  p l a gue ,  b e c au s e  s ome  con s t i t u t i on s  r e s i s t  t h e  i n f e c t i on .  
T h a t  p e r s o n s  f e n c e d  i n  b y  e v e r y  c o n c e i v a b l e  m o r a l  d e f e n c e  a n d  
r e s t r a i n t ,  s hou l d  e s c a p e  un i n j u r ed ,  i s  s a y i n g  l i t t l e ;  bu t  e v en  i n  t h e i r  
c a s e ,  I  w i l l  c on t end  t h a t  t h e  m ind  i s  no t  a l t o g e t h e r  un i n j u r ed .  I s  i t  
po s s ib l e  fo r  an  imper f ec t  mora l  c r e a tu re  ( and  such  a re  the  be s t  o f  u s ) ,  
t o  h e a r  t h e  i r r e v e r e n d  a p p e a l s  t o  h e a v e n ,  t h e  f i l t h y  a l l u s i o n s ,  t h e  
an t i -Chr i s t i an  s en t imen t s ,  wh ich  a r e  u t t e r ed  du r ing  the  r ep re s en t a t ion  
o f  e v e n  o u r  p u r e s t  p l a y s ,  a n d  h e a r  t h e s e  f o r  a m u s e m e n t ,  w i t h o u t  
s o m e  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  o f  m e n t a l  p u r i t y ?  A n d  i t  s h o u l d  b e  r e m e m b e r e d  
t h a t  n o n e  b u t  t h e  p u r e  i n  h e a r t  s h a l l  s e e  G o d .  B u t  l e t  u s  t h i n k  
o f  a  young  man  go ing  a l one  and  unp ro t e c t ed  t o  a  t h e a t r e ,  o r  i n  t h e 
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for both worlds from the hour when their feet f ir st trod  
w i th in  the  po l lu t ed  p rec inc t s  o f  a  thea t re.  T i l l  then  
they were ignorant  o f  many of  the ways  o f  v ice.  That  
f a t a l  n ight  was  the  dread fu l  sea son o f  the i r  in i t i a t ion  
i n t o  t h e  my s t e r i e s  o f  i n i qu i t y.  A f t e rwa rd s  t h ey  f e l l  
f rom moral i ty and respectabi l i ty,  and cont inued f a l l ing  
deeper and deeper in vice, ti l l ear th, tired of the sicken- 
ing load of their cor ruption, heaved them from her lap;  
and he l l ,  f rom benea th ,  moved to  meet  them a t  the i r  
coming .  When ,  the re fo re,  a  young  man acqu i re s  and  
g ratif ies a taste for theatr ical representations, I consider  
his moral character in imminent peril.

Convivial par ties, where eating, dr inking, and revelry,  
are car r ied on til l midnight, or ti l l morning, are another  
source  o f  r u in :  mee t ing s ,  no t  fo r  the  in t e rchange  o f  
the civilities and courtesies of life, and restrained within  
due l imi t s  o f  t ime,  sobr ie ty,  and expense ;  not  for  the  
feas t  of  reason and the f low of  soul ;  not  for  the cul t i- 
vation and enjoyment of fr iendship, but for the celebra-

company  on l y  o f  o the r s  o f  h i s  own  age ,  and  a f t e r  h av ing  h i s  p a s s i on s  
i n f l amed  w i th  a l l  h e  h a s  s e en  and  he a rd  w i th in ,  t h en  r e tu rn ing  home  
t h r o u g h  t h e  c r o w d s  o f  w e l l - d r e s s e d  p r o s t i t u t e s  w h i c h  i n f e s t  t h e  
p u r l i e u s  o f  e v e r y  t h e a t r e .  I s  t h i s  a  s c h o o l  t o  i m p r o v e  h i s  m o r a l s ?  
Ye s ,  t h e  mor a l s  o f  t h e  b ro the l .  The  advoc a t e s  o f  t h e  s t a g e  s hou ld  be  
c a n d i d ,  a n d  i n s t e a d  o f  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  i t s  i m p r o v i n g  t h e  t a s t e  o r  t h e  
mor a l s  o f  t he  a ge ,  s hou ld  f r ank l y  con f e s s  ( a s  t hey  c anno t  be  i gno r an t  
o f  i t ) ,  t h a t  i t  i s  i ndeed  a  ve ry  dange rou s  p l a ce  fo r  young  pe r son s ,  bu t  
t h a t  i t  i s  a n  amu s emen t  o f  wh i ch  t h ey  t h emse l v e s  a r e  v e r y  f ond ,  and  
t h a t  t h e y  a r e  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  e n j o y  i t  w h a t e v e r  h a v o c  i t  m a y  m a k e  
i n  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  o t h e r s .  I f  i t  w e r e  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  o c c a s i o n a l l y  
s o m e  o n e  p e r s o n  h a d  b e e n  i m p r o v e d  b y  t h e a t r i c a l  s a t i r e s  o n  v i c e  
( t hough ,  by  t he  way ,  t o  l augh  a t  v i c e  i s  no t  t h e  be s t  way  o f  b e com- 
ing  v i r tuou s ) ,  w i l l  they  no t  con fe s s  tha t  fo r  th i s  one  c a s e  o f  improve- 
m e n t ,  a  t h o u s a n d  c a s e s  o f  r u i n  c o u l d  b e  f o u n d ?  I  r e c o m m e n d  a l l  
w h o  w i s h  t o  j u d g e  o f  t h e  t e n d e n c y  o f  t h e  t h e a t r e ,  t o  r e a d  a n  e s s a y  
on this subject by Dr Styles.
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tion of Bacchanal ian org ies.  Young men, such meetings  
unf i t  you not only for the ser ious pur sui t s  of  re l ig ion,  
bu t  even  f o r  t h e  du t i e s  o f  bu s i n e s s .  The i r  e xp en s e  
impover i shes  your  pur se,  the i r  in f luence impai r s  your  
health, and their guilt ruins your soul.

G a m b l i n g  i s  a n o t h e r  a mu s e m e n t  t o  w h i c h  yo u n g  
men,  addic ted to  p lea sure,  f requent ly  have recour se.*  
A pass ion for gambling is  one of the most ruinous pro- 
pens i t ie s  tha t  can in fec t  the  human hear t .  I t  i s  to  the 

*	 E v e r y  f r i e n d  t o  t h e  m o r a l s  o f  h i s  c o u n t r y  m u s t  d e p l o r e  t h e  
i n c r e a s i ng  p a s s i on  f o r  t he  b ru t a l  and  b ru t a l i s i ng  s po r t  o f  p r i z e  f i gh t s .  
Th i s  p r a c t i c e  i s  mo r e  d emor a l i s i n g  t h an  i t  i s  po s s i b l e  t o  d e s c r i b e .  I t  
i s  f r a ugh t  w i t h  s u ch  de ad l y  m i s ch i e f  t o  t h e  n a t i on a l  manne r s ,  t h a t  i t  
s hou ld  become  a  ma t t e r  o f  mo s t  s e r i ou s  con s i de r a t i on  w i th  t he  l e g i s - 
l a t u r e  w h e t h e r  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e  m e a s u r e s  t h a n  t h e  l a w  n o w  p r o v i d e s  
o u g h t  n o t  t o  b e  t a k e n  f o r  i t s  s u p p r e s s i o n .  T h e r e  i s  s c a r c e l y  a  v i c e ,  
wh ich  t end s  to  d i s tu rb  the  o rde r  o f  soc i e ty  tha t  i s  no t  che r i shed ,  and ,  
t o  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  e x t e n t ,  e n c o u r a g e d ,  b y  t h i s  o d i o u s  s y s t e m .  I n d e - 
penden t l y  o f  t he  o f f en s i v e  s pec t a c l e  exh ib i t ed  by  two  men  a c t i ng  the  
p a r t  o f  w i l d  b e a s t s  t owa r d s  e a ch  o t h e r ,  a nd  e nd e a vou r i n g ,  i f  n o t  t o  
t e a r ,  t o  b e a t  e a ch  o the r  i n  p i e c e s ;  i ndependen t l y  o f  t h e  f a t a l  manne r  
i n  wh i ch  t h e s e  c on f l i c t s  o f t e n  t e rm in a t e ,  wha t  a  s y s t em  o f  g amb l i n g  
o f  t h e  m o s t  p e r n i c i o u s  d e s c r i p t i o n  i s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  p r a c t i c e !  
w h a t  h a b i t s  o f  i d l e n e s s  a r e  c o n t r a c t e d ;  w h a t  a  s p i r i t  i s  g e n e r a t e d  
amongs t  the  l abour ing  c l a s s e s  to  exce l  in  the s e  f e a t s  o f  b ru t a l  cour age  
and  s a v age  s k i l l ;  wha t  a  l u r e  i s  h e l d  ou t  t o  t h e  i ndo l en t ;  and  wha t  a  
t emp t a t i on  t h r own  i n  t h e  way  o f  t h e  i ndu s t r i ou s !  Whe r e  a r e  a l l  t h e  
t h i e v e s ,  t h e  c h e a t s ,  t h e  m u r d e r e r s  o f  a  c o u n t r y ,  m o s t  l i k e l y  t o  b e  
a s s e m b l e d  a t  a n y  g i v e n  t i m e ?  R o u n d  t h e  p r i z e  r i n g .  W h a t  a  
r e v o l t i n g  a n d  s h o c k i n g  i n s t a n c e  o f  t h i s  k i n d  o f  a m u s e m e n t  h a v e  w e  
l a t e l y  h a d  i n  a  n e i g h b o u r i n g  c o u n t y .  A t  t h e  v e r y  t i m e  w h e n  t h e  
He r t f o r d s h i r e  mu rde r e r s  we r e  a r r a i gn ed  f o r  a  d e ed  wh i ch  h ad  c i r cu - 
l a t e d  h o r r o r  t h r o u g h  t h e  k i n g d o m ;  w h i l e  t h e  s e n t e n c e  w a s  b e i n g  
p ronounced  upon  t h em,  w i l l  i t  b e  b e l i e v ed  t h a t  3 0 , 000  p e r s on s  we r e  
a s s e m b l e d  t o  w i t n e s s  t h i s  t h e i r  f a v o u r i t e  r e c r e a t i o n ,  b y  w h i c h  t h e y  
we r e  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e  c r ime  wh i ch  hu r r i e d  t h em  t o  t h e  g a l l ow s ?  I n  
w h a t  s c hoo l  wa s  Thu r t e l l  t r a i n e d  t o  c ommi t  mu rd e r ?  I n  t h e  r i n g  o f  
t h e  p r i z e  f i g h t .  A n d  y e t  t h i r t y  t h o u s a n d  p e r s o n s ,  a t  t h e  v e r y  t i m e 
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mind what  a  love of  ardent  sp i r i t s  i s  to  the body;  and  
to the man addicted to gambling and play, the ordinary  
pur sui t s  of  bus iness  wi l l  be as  f la t  and uninteres t ing as  
looking forward to a day of bread and cold water to the  
d r unk a rd  c r av i n g  a nd  wa i t i n g  f o r  h i s  d r am .  I t  i s  a  
s y s t em o f  exc i t ement  and  s t imu lan t s ,  wh ich  p repa re s  
the  pa s s ions  for  ever y  exce s s .  I t  i s  a  pa rent  v ice,  and  
i t s  o f f sp r ing  a re  a s  de for med and mons t rous  a s  i t s e l f .  
I t  produces  a  ser pent  brood of  cr imes ,  amongst  which  
fraud, suicide, and murder,  have a l l  been found. Young 

when  they  we r e  be ing  doomed  to  de a th ,  we r e  a s s emb l ed  t o  p a t ron i s e  
t h e  p r a c t i c e .  I n  t h i s  t own  the  f a t e  o f  t h e  murde r e r s  wa s  l o s t  s i gh t  o f  
i n  t h a t  o f  t h e  f i g h t e r s ,  a nd  i t  s e emed  i n  ou r  s t r e e t s  a  ma t t e r  o f  l e s s  
a n x i e t y  w h e t h e r  T h u r t e l l  w a s  c o n d e m n e d ,  t h a n  w h e t h e r  S p r i n g  w a s  
v i c t o r i ou s .  L e t  a ny  one  conce i v e  t h e  ma s s  o f  c r ime  wh i ch  wa s  com- 
m i t t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  c i r c l e  t h a t  s u r r o u n d e d  t h e  c o m b a t a n t s ;  l e t  h i m  
th ink  o f  the  oa th s  th a t  we re  sworn ,  the  p i l f e r ing  th a t  wa s  c a r r i ed  on ,  
t h e  d i a b o l i c a l  r a g e  t h a t  w a s  f e l t ,  t h e  g a m b l i n g  t h a t  w a s  p r a c t i s e d ;  
l e t  h im  a dd  t h e  numbe r s  who  c l o s e d  t h e  e v en i n g  w i t h  i n t ox i c a t i on ,  
t h e  m u l t i t u d e s  w h o  w e r e  t h e n  f i r s t  l e d  a s t r a y  f r o m  t h e  p a t h s  o f  
mo r a l i t y  b y  a cqu i r i n g  a  t a s t e  f o r  b ad  conduc t  a nd  b ad  company .  L e t  
any  one  th ink  o f  the se  th ing s  and  s ay  i f  the  r a ce-cour s e  a t  Worce s t e r ,  
o n  w h i c h  t h i s  c r o w d  w e r e  a s s e m b l e d ,  d i d  n o t  c o n t a i n  a  g r e a t e r  
a c cumu l a t i on  o f  c r ime  th an  cou ld  be  f ound  on  the  s ame  sp a ce  i n  ou r  
wo r l d .  Who  c an  wonde r  a t  t h e  p r ev a l ence  o f  v i c e ,  when  s u ch  t h i ng s  
a r e  go i ng  on ?  Bu t  we  may  wonde r  t o  h e a r  o f  nob l emen ,  g en t l emen ,  
l a w y e r s ,  b e i n g  p r e s e n t .  M a y  o u r  y o u t h  h a v e  w i s d o m  e n o u g h  
t o  a b h o r  t h e  p r a c t i c e ;  m a y  t h e y  s e e  t h a t  o n e  o f  t h e  n e a r e s t  r o a d s  
to  ru in  i s  by  the  r ing  o f  a  p r i z e  f i gh t .  To  a l l  the  f l imsy  a rgument s  by  
wh i ch  t he  p r a c t i c e  i s  a t t emp ted  t o  be  de f ended ,  may  they  r ep l y ,  t h a t  
t o  b e  b r u t a l  i s  n o t  t h e  w a y  t o  e m b e l l i s h  o u r  n a t u r e ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  
f e r o c i t y  o f  a  t i g e r  and  t h e  d ex t e r i t y  o f  a  s a v age  i s  no  o rn amen t  t o  a  
civilised rational creature.

[When  t h i s  no t e  wa s  w r i t t e n ,  p r i z e  f i g h t e r s ,  a nd  e s p e c i a l l y  S p r i n g ,  
e x c i t e d  an  i n t e r e s t  i n  c l a s s e s  a bove  t h e  l owe s t  wh i ch  t h ey  h ave  now  
l o s t .  The  Ed i to r  r e co l l e c t s  t h e  Au tho r  t ak ing  one  o f  t he  l e ad ing  men  
i n  B i rm ingham ( a  man  o f  g r e a t  v i r t u e  and  p i e t y )  t o  t a s k  f o r  exp r e s s - 
ing admiration of the champion’s ‘science’.]
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men,  a s  you would  not  have  the se  v ice s  genera ted  in  
your hear t ,  harbour not in your bosom the mother that  
bea r s  them.  Ret rea t  f rom the  b i l l i a rd  and  ca rd  t able.  
If you would not end a gambler, avoid all gambling.

S t i l l ,  a f t e r  a l l  t h a t  c an  b e  s a i d  o f  t h e s e  p r a c t i c e s ,  
young men a re  to  be  found who wi l l  ju s t i fy  them on  
t h e  g ro u n d s  a l r e a d y  s t a t e d .  B u t  t r y  t h e m  by  t h e i r  
e f fect s .  See their  inf luence on per sonal  re l ig ion.  Rel i- 
g ion,  a la s !  such per sons make no pretence whatever to  
i t .  They  have  no t  the  f e a r  o f  God  be fo re  the i r  eye s .  
They are  not  only  wi thout  p ie ty,  but  aga ins t  i t .  ‘God  
i s  n o t  i n  a l l  t h e i r  t h o u g h t s .’ T h ey  a r e  a t h e i s t s  i n  
practice, i f  not in opinion. If  a man love such pleasures  
more than God, he has not even the semblance of piety.  
He i s  not  even moral .  I t  i s  t rue he may not be a  mur- 
de re r,  h i ghwayman ,  hou s eb re ake r,  bu t  he  i s  s t i l l  a n  
immoral  man i f  he be l iv ing in drunkenness ,  swear ing,  
or fornication.

Tr y  th i s  mode o f  l i f e  by  i t s  in f luence  on the i r  u se- 
f u l n e s s .  Yo u n g  m e n  w h o  l i ve  i n  t h e  e n j oy m e n t  o f  
vicious pleasure, are defeating one end of their existence,  
which i s  in every poss ible way to benef i t  their  species ;  
to do good by their  proper ty,  example,  and pr inciples .  
Instead of this ,  their proper ty i s  squandered upon their  
vices, and not devoted to relieve the misery and promote  
the  happines s  o f  mankind.  The in f luence o f  the i r  ex- 
amp l e,  i n s t e ad  o f  f a l l i ng  a round  them l i ke  the  dew,  
sends for th a wither ing blight. Their pr inciples,  instead  
o f  re sembl ing prec ious  g ra in ,  a re  the  seeds  o f  poi son,  
wh i ch  t h ey  s c a t t e r  a l ong  t h e i r  p a t h .  They  h ave  no  
p a r t  i n  benevo l en t  and  re l i g iou s  in s t i t u t ion s .  I  h ave  
known young men,  who,  whi le  they were mora l ,  were  
a c t ive  a s  t e a che r s  o f  Sunday  s choo l s ,  a nd  a g en t s  o f 
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o ther  ph i l an throp ic  in s t i tu t ions ,  immedia te ly  a s  they  
acquired a taste for s inful g rati f icat ions, withdraw their  
names ,  and re t i re  f rom the scenes  o f  Chr i s t i an mercy.  
They  cea sed  to  be  ph i l an throp i s t s  when they  became  
immor a l ;  a nd  now,  i n s t e a d  o f  do i ng  good ,  t h ey  do  
har m.  On how many such do the cur se s  o f  indignant ,  
hea r t -b roken  pa ren t s  re s t ,  fo r  co r r up t ing  the i r  son s ,  
and seducing their daughters.

Who  sh a l l  d ep i c t ,  i n  p rope r  co lou r s ,  t he  c r ime  o f  
s educ ing ,  and  then  abandon ing  an  innocen t  f ema l e ?  
And yet how common is i t !  She, poor wretched victim,  
the dupe of promises never intended to be fulf i l led, and  
at length deser ted as a wor thless,  ruined thing, seeks by  
the wages of  iniquity to prolong a miserable exis tence,  
t i l l ,  in her gar ret, consumed by disease, she closes a l i fe  
o f  in f amy by a  dea th  o f  unspeakable  hor ror.  I f  a t  the  
recol lect ion of her untimely death,  her betrayer feel s  a  
p ang  o f  remor s e,  h i s  p i t y  comes  too  l a t e  f o r  he r ;  i t  
cannot restore the peace that,  with felon hand, he stole  
f rom  a  bo som  wh i ch  wa s  s e ren e  t i l l  h e  i nvad ed  i t s  
t r anqui l l i ty ;  i t  cannot  repa i r  the  v i r tue  he cor rupted;  
i t  c a nno t  bu i l d  up  t h e  ch a r a c t e r  h e  d emo l i s h ed ;  i t  
c a n n o t  r e k i n d l e  t h e  l i f e  w h i c h  h e  wa s  t h e  m e a n s  
o f  ex t ingu i sh ing ;  much le s s  can  i t  ca l l  back  f rom the  
tor ments  of  the damned the miserable  sp i r i t  which he  
was the instrument of  hur r ying to perdi t ion.  Ah! how,  
one should think, must  her upbraiding ghost  haunt his  
imag in a t i on ;  how o f t en  mu s t  he  he a r  he r  g ro an s  o f  
d e sp a i r,  and  s e e  he r  f r an t i c  m ien ,  s e eming  i n  eve r y  
agonised di s tor t ion to say,  ‘Look at  me,  my des t royer.’  
The seducer,  I  admit ,  i s  le s s  gui l ty  than the murderer,  
bu t  how  much  l e s s ?  The  l a t t e r  e x t i n gu i s h e s  l i f e  a t  
once, the former causes it to waste away by slow degrees 
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amids t  unut terable  tor ture ;  the  l a t te r  hazards  h i s  own  
l i fe in the commission of the cr ime, the former exposes  
himself to no personal r isk; the latter is visited with the  
heav ie s t  s en tence  tha t  the  ju s t i ce  o f  the  count r y  can  
inf l ic t ,  but  the seducer  can revel  in impunity,  and can  
go  on  f rom conquer ing  to  conquer  in  h i s  de so l a t ing  
c a re e r,  and  de f y  a l l  j u s t i c e  bu t  t h a t  o f  he aven .  Ye s ,  
the guilty and polluted wretch will be greeted in fashion- 
able and moral society with the same welcome as before,  
though  he  comes  to  i t  w i th  the  gu i l t  o f  f ema le  r u in  
f re sh  upon  h i s  sou l .  Oh !  when  sha l l  t he  t ime  a r r ive  
tha t  reputable  female s  wi l l  re sent  th i s  c r ue l  ind ign i ty  
o f f e r e d  t o  t h e i r  s e x .  W h e n  w i l l  t h e y  p ro t e c t  t h e  
v i r tue  o f  the i r  weaker  s i s te r s ,  by  f rowning f rom the i r  
soc ie ty  the  ind iv idua l  who ha s  be t r ayed  one  o f  the i r  
number  to  he r  r u in !  When  sha l l  the  t ime  come tha t  
r ake s  and  debauchee s ,  by  the  con s en t aneou s  f e e l i ng  
o f  v i r tuous  women,  sha l l  be  bani shed f rom the i r  pre- 
sence?  I f  any indiv idua l  sha l l  g lance on these  pas sages  
w h o  i s  g u i l t y  o f  t h i s  g r e a t  t r a n s g r e s s i o n ,  l e t  h i m  
ponder  on  h i s  gu i l t ,  and  neve r  cea s e  th rough  l i f e  to  
weep for his  s in,  looking for pardon through the blood  
o f  Chr i s t .  I f  any one should  read  th i s  d i scour se,  who  
medi ta te s  the  cr ime,  may I  come between hi s  ba s i l i sk  
eye  and the  v ic t im marked for  r u in ,  and a l ready f lu t- 
t e r ing  under  the  spe l l .  Pause,  young man,  oh !  pause,  
before you resolve to ruin two souls  a t  once,  and pro- 
duce an entanglement of s in and misery which eternity  
itself shall never unravel.*

*	 I  w o u l d  n o t  t h r o w  t h e  b l a m e  o f  s e d u c t i o n  e n t i r e l y  o n  m y  o w n  
s e x .  T h e r e  a r e  n o t  a  f e w  t o  w h o m  S o l o m o n ’ s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  
f e m a l e  t e m p t e r  w i l l  a p p l y  i n  t h i s  a g e .  W h a t  n u m b e r s  o f  a b a n d o n e d  
women  i n f e s t  ou r  s t r e e t s  b e f o r e  t h e  s un  i s  s e t .  I s  t h e r e  no  mean s  o f 
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Amid s t  a l l  your  s in fu l  jo l l i t y  a re  you  happy,  young  
man ,  i n  you r  s i n s ?  A re  v i c e  a nd  b l i s s  s ynonymou s ?  
I s  immora l i ty  the road to happines s?  Are you sa t i s f ied  
w i th  your  cour s e ?  Do you  approve  o f  i t  a s  the  mos t  
r a t iona l  mode o f  l i f e ?  Have  you the  s anc t ion o f  both  
your  judgement  and  your  consc ience?  You know you  
a re  not  happy.  You may be  g ra t i f i ed ,  but  you a re  not  
s a t i s f i e d .  You  may  h ave  p l e a s u re ,  bu t  you  h ave  no t  
happiness .  When the honey of g rat i f icat ion i s  a l l  gone,  
i s  t h e re  no t  a  s t i n g  l e f t  b eh ind ?  Expo s e  t o  u s  you r  
wounded bleeding sp i r i t ;  admit  us  to your chamber a t  
midnight, when left  a lone with an angry conscience, to  
be  l a shed a lmos t  to  madnes s .  Let  us  hear  your  so l i lo- 
quies, when you heap your envenomed reproaches upon  
you r  own  f o l l y  a nd  wre t chedne s s .  Oh !  wha t  p roo f s  
could we recol lec t ,  even f rom your own l ips ,  tha t  the  
way  o f  t r an sg re s so r s  i s  ha rd ,  and  the  p lea sure s  o f  s in  
a re  but  fo r  a  sea son .  Have  there  not  been t imes  a l so,  
when ,  i n  t h e  ve r y  m i d s t  o f  t h e  r i o t  a nd  reve l r y,  a  
mys te r ious  hand,  v i s ible  on ly  to  you,  came for th  and  
wrote  your  doom be fore  your  eye s ;  when consc ience  
ar rested you, as  God did Belshazzar,  at  the feast?  From  
tha t  moment  the  p l ea su re  wa s  a l l  gone.  You t r i ed  to  
be mer ry, but your smile was as the laughter of a demon,  
which could but ill conceal the torture that raged within;  
and  you  re t i red ,  a s  E s au  d id ,  when  he  had  ea t en  h i s  
pottage, reflecting that it was for this you had sold your  
b i r t h r i g h t .  W h a t  m a ke s  yo u  s o  a f r a i d  i n  a  t i m e  o f 

b e i n g  r i d  o f  t h i s  n u i s a n c e ?  I f  n o t ,  l e t  o u r  y o u t h  b e w a r e ,  a n d  
r emembe r  t h e  wo rd s  o f  s c r i p t u r e ,  ‘He a r k en  un t o  me  now  t h e r e f o r e ,  
O  y e  c h i l d r en ,  a nd  a t t e nd  t o  t h e  wo rd s  o f  my  mou th ,  l e t  no t  t h i n e  
h e a r t  d e c l i n e  t o  h e r  w a y s ;  g o  n o t  a s t r a y  i n  h e r  p a t h s .  H e r  h o u s e  i s  
the way to hell, going down to the chambers of death.’



	 proof-reading draft� 365

s i ckne s s ?  Becau se  you  seem to  s ee  dea th  on  the  pa l e  
hor se approaching you, and hel l  fol lowing in his  t ra in.  
Add up,  young men,  a l l  the pa ins  o f  v ice,  the anxie ty  
which precedes ,  and the remor se which fol lows i t ,  the  
s t ings  of  conscience and the reproaches of  f r iends ,  the  
fear of being detected, and the shame of detection when  
it has taken place, and say if they do not f ar overbalance  
the pleasures  of  s in.  I  wi l l  concede to you that  s in has  
i t s  g r a t i f i c a t i on s ,  bu t  a re  t hey  no t  a s  So lomon  c a l l s  
t h e m ,  ‘ T h e  c r a c k l i n g  o f  t h o r n s  b e n e a t h  a  p o t ’ ;  a  
noisy, but evanescent blaze?

II .  I  conduct your thoughts to the second par t  of  the  
subject ,  and show you the end of  these things ,  a s  i t  i s  
se t  for th in the solemn warning conta ined in the text .  
‘Know tha t  f o r  a l l  t he s e  th ing s  God  wi l l  b r ing  thee  
in to  judgement .’ He tha t  wi l l  herea f te r  be  the  judge,  
i s  now the witness of your conduct.  God is  everywhere  
present, and knows al l  things, ‘Lord, thou hast searched  
me and known me; thou knowest my down si t t ing, and  
m ine  up r i s i ng :  thou  unde r s t ande s t  my  though t s  a f a r  
of f .  Thou compassest  my path and my lying down, and  
a r t  a cqua in t ed  w i th  a l l  my  way s .  Fo r  t he re  i s  no t  a  
word  in  my tongue,  bu t  lo,  O Lord ,  thou knowes t  i t  
a l t og e t h e r.  Thou  h a s t  b e s e t  me  b eh ind  and  b e f o re ;  
and  ha s t  l a id  th ine  hand upon me.’ Such i s  the  awfu l  
descr ip t ion which the  Scr ip ture s  g ive  us  o f  an ever y- 
where and ever-present God. He is not f ar from any one  
of us,  for in him we l ive and move and have our being.  
Yes ,  the  Lord God i s  ever ywhere,  not  except ing  even  
t h e  h aun t s  o f  v i c e .  You  may  e x c l ude  you r  p a ren t s ,  
your  mas ter s ,  your  mini s te r s ,  f rom the scenes  o f  your  
i n iqu i t y ;  you  may  shu t  ou t  the  sun ,  bu t  you  c anno t  
shut out God: he is with you in the tavern, the brothel, 
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the  thea t re.  Are  there  not  t imes  and p lace s ,  in  which  
i f  t h e  f o r m o f  you r  f a t h e r  we re  s udden l y  t o  appe a r  
before you, you would a lmost  s ink into the ear th? But  
l i fe  up your  eyes ,  and see,  behold ,  the  Great  Spi r i t  i s  
there.  What !  t remble  a t  a  f a ther ’s  g l ance,  and ye t  not  
be ter r i f ied at the presence of a God, whose eyes are as  
a f lame of f ire, and who cannot look upon sin but with  
abhor rence ?  Wi l l  you  swea r,  and  d r ink ,  and  commi t  
lewdness when the holy and al l-seeing Deity is  there to  
take account of  a l l ,  and preserves  the record on leaves  
mo re  du r a b l e  t h an  b r a s s ?  The  G re c i a n  ph i l o s ophe r  
thought it  would be a suff icient cheek to s in, to admo- 
nish his  disciples to act as  they would do, i f  they knew  
the  eye  o f  P l a to  wa s  upon  them.  And  sha l l  i t  be  no  
con t ro l  upon  you r  p a s s i on s ,  t o  remember,  t h a t  God  
s e e s  yo u ;  a n d  f o r  a l l  h e  s e e s  w i l l  b r i n g  yo u  i n t o  
judgement?

1.  Re f l e c t  upon  t h e  c e r t a i n t y  o f  j udgemen t .  I t  i s  
not  a  cunningly devi sed f able :  i t  i s  not  a  mere ter r i f ic  
p ic ture  in tended to  embel l i sh  the  book of  reve la t ion.  
You know that there i s  a judgement to come. The very  
heathens expect it, conscience foretells it, guilt forebodes  
i t ,  re a son  p rove s  i t ,  Sc r ip tu re  dec l a re s  i t .  ‘God  ha th  
appo in ted  a  day  in  which  he  wi l l  judge  the  wor ld  in  
r i gh t eou sne s s ,  by  tha t  man  whom he  ha th  o rda ined .  
We must al l  appear before the judgement seat of Chr ist,  
tha t  ever y  one  may rece ive  the  th ings  which  he  ha th  
done in his body, according to that he hath done whether  
i t  b e  g o o d  o r  b a d .’ Yo u  m ay  u n h a p p i l y  f o r g e t  t h e  
judgement, but you cannot disbelieve it.

2 .  T h i s  j u d g e m e n t  w i l l  b e  p e r s o n a l .  K n ow  t h o u ,  
young man, that for al l these things God will br ing thee  
into judgement.  The subject  concer ns  us  a l l ,  and each 
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one  in  pa r t i cu l a r.  To ever y  one  who sha l l  read  the se  
pages ,  the  admoni t ion i s  ind iv idua l ly  addres sed ,  ‘God  
wi l l  b r ing  thee  in to  judgement .’ None a re  so  h igh  a s  
to r ise above this accountabil ity to God; none so low as  
to  be  benea th  i t .  John saw the  dead ,  sma l l  and g rea t ,  
s t and ing  be fore  God to  be  judged .  When men t r an s- 
g res s  the laws of  their  countr y,  they are led on by the  
hope that they shall not be detected or brought to tr ial :  
they  ca lcu la te  the  chances  o f  e scape,  and indu lge  the  
expectat ion of impunity. But there i s  no room for such  
a hope, in reference to the judgement of the g reat God:  
this  i t  wi l l  be imposs ible ei ther to evade or res i s t .  I t  i s  
a s  c e r t a in  tha t  you  wi l l  s t and  be fo re  the  t r i buna l  o f  
Chr ist, and be tr ied for your l i fe, as that you now exist.  
To  th a t  b a r  you  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  b e  b rough t ,  whe the r  
w i l l i ng  o r  unwi l l i ng .  Rock s  and  mount a in s  w i l l  no t  
hide you; no power on ear th wil l  shelter or detain you.  
God  ha s  dec l a red  tha t  he  w i l l  unde r t ake  th i s  ma t t e r  
h imse l f .  Wi l l  you  f l y ?  wh i the r  w i l l  you  go  f rom h i s  
p re sence?  go  where  you  wi l l  you  wi l l  be  su r rounded  
s t i l l  by  God .  Wi l l  you  re s i s t  h i s  a r re s t ?  The  who l e  
universe is represented as brought together to judgement,  
with the same ease as a shepherd collects a flock of timid  
sheep.  No,  no,  nothing can prevent  your being p laced  
a t  the  t r ibuna l  o f  heaven .  Young  men ,  bea r  me  wi t - 
ness ,  I  g ive you publ ic warning of  this  event.  In God’s  
name,  I  ser ve you with not ice  of  the t r i a l .  Prepare  to  
meet  your  God.  He i s  coming,  he i s  coming,  and you  
must  meet him. O think of  judgement to come: in the  
midst of a l l  your s inful pleasures and cr iminal l iber t ies ,  
t h ink  o f  i t .  Wi l l  you  d r ink  the  d r unka rd ’s  cup ;  w i l l  
you  go  to  the  b ro the l ,  to  the  gambl ing  t ab l e,  to  the  
scene of r iot and diss ipation, knowing that for al l  these 
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th ing s  God wi l l  b r ing  you in to  judgement?  With  the  
t e r r ib l e  so l emni t i e s  o f  the  l a s t  day  be fo re  your  eye s ,  
wi l l  you ,  can  you ,  da re  you proceed  in  the  ca ree r  o f  
vice? Conscience,  thou f a i thful  monitor,  thou dreadful  
avenger,  I  charge  thee  to  whi sper  in  the  s inner ’s  ea r,  
when going to the scene of  h i s  unholy p leasures ,  ‘Yet  
know, that for al l  these things, God will br ing thee into  
judgement.’

3 .  T h i s  j u d g e m e n t  w i l l  b e  s t r i c t  a n d  i m p a r t i a l .  
‘Know thou,  tha t  fo r  a l l  the se  th ing s  God wi l l  b r ing  
thee into judgement .” Al l  that  you have done sha l l  be  
brought to l ight  and reviewed.  The s tandard by which  
ac t ions  wi l l  then  be  t r i ed .  wi l l  be  the  Word o f  God.  
This i s  the book which wil l  then be opened, according  
to which character s  wi l l  be decided,  and the sentence  
pronounced. Men will not be allowed to compare them- 
s e lve s  wi th  themse lve s ,  o r  wi th  each  o the r ;  nor  wi l l  
tho se  f a l s e  s t anda rd s  o f  mora l i t y  and  accommoda t ing  
r u le s  o f  ac t ion which they have now adopted be then  
admi t t ed .  The  l aws  wh i ch  f a sh ionab l e  o r  cu s tomar y  
v ices  have modi f ied to su i t  themse lves  wi l l  be a l l  d i s- 
a l lowed and swept  away then .  Men may now sneer  a t  
the pur itanical precision and auster ity which attempt to  
br ing them to the Bible as  the s tandard of  mora l s ;  but  
wha t  wi l l  they  do  and  s ay  when God sha l l  open  th i s  
now neglected book, and judge them according to what  
i s  wr it ten therein. How wil l  they be confounded when  
they f ind all their pleas for another test of character and  
conduct overruled, and the Bible alone be admitted as the  
rule of conduct. Then will all you have done, young men,  
be brought  to l ight .  I  wi l l  read a  pas sage of  Scr ipture  
t h a t  s hou l d  make  you r  e a r s  t i n g l e .  ‘The  Lo rd  h a t h  
sworn by the excellency of Jacob, surely I will never forget 
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any of  their  works .’ This  i s  spoken in re ference to the  
wicked. God has bound himsel f  then by oath, not only  
to the salvation of the r ighteous, but to the condemna- 
t ion of  the wicked:  none of  a l l  their  evi l  works are to  
b e  f o r go t t en .  You  may  now su c c e s s f u l l y  a t t emp t  t o  
conceal many of your evil  ways from your parents, mas- 
t e r s ,  and  min i s t e r s ,  and  admi re  your  sk i l l  i n  the  a r t  
o f  d i s sembl ing ;  but  remember  there  i s  one whom you  
cannot deceive, and from whom you can conceal nothing:  
‘He wil l  br ing every secret  thing into judgement.’ The  
veil  wil l  be torn from every dark and unknown transac- 
t ion.  The cur ta in  o f  secrecy  wi l l  be  drawn a s ide,  and  
ever y scene of  v ice exposed jus t  a s  i t  occur red.  Think  
of this ,  and think what wil l  be your confusion and dis- 
may,  your reproach and angui sh,  when a l l  those deeds  
which you wish to be bur ied in eternal oblivion shall be  
remembered against  you. There i s  no such thing as ob- 
l ivion with God: nor shal l  you f ind the stream of Lethe  
i n  a no th e r  wo r l d .  You  w i l l  b e  t r i e d  a nd  s en t en c ed  
accord ing  to  the  advan tage s  which  you have  en joyed  
fo r  knowing  and  do ing  the  wi l l  o f  God .  Your  B ib l e,  
your parents ’ ins t ruct ion,  your mini s ter s ’ ser mons,  the  
advice you have received, the warnings you have heard,  
the  s t i r r ing s  o f  con sc i ence  you  have  f e l t ,  w i l l  a l l  be  
taken into the account: yes, and even this feeble though  
f a i thful  ef for t  to recla im you, shal l  not be forgotten in  
the fearful reckoning.

4.  The consequences of  thi s  judgement wi l l  be awful  
a nd  e t e r n a l .  The  s en t ence  wh i ch  w i l l  t h en  be  p ro - 
nounced upon the wicked you may even now read copied  
down  f rom  t h e  l i p s  o f  h im  who  w i l l  b e  t h e  Judge.  
Read  i t ,  and  l e t  your  hea r t s  med i t a t e  on  the  t e r ro r s  
o f  ‘Depa r t  f rom me,  ye  cur s ed ,  in to  eve r l a s t ing  f i re, 
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p re p a re d  f o r  t h e  d ev i l  a nd  h i s  a n g e l s .’ E ve r y  wo rd  
i s  rep l e t e  w i t h  ho r r i b l e  i d e a s :  i t  f o r ms  a s  a  who l e ,  
the most appal l ing doom of which the mind can enter- 
tain any conception; and its execution upon the wicked  
sha l l  con s t i tu t e  tha t  he l l  o f  wh ich  the  Word  o f  God  
s ay s  so  much,  but  o f  which mul t i tudes ,  to  the i r  r u in ,  
th ink so  l i t t l e.  The sentence  by which the  l aw of  the  
land depr ives a man of his  temporal  l i fe i s  ter r ible;  but  
what is  this to the doom which subjects the soul to the  
b i t t e r  pa in s  o f  e te r na l  dea th .  When the  Judge  a t  our  
as s izes  order s  the convicted fe lon to be brought up for  
condemnat ion,  put s  on the  black cap,  and i s  about  to  
pronounce the sentence, what a deadly s i lence pervades  
the cour t;  you may almost hear the throb of palpitat ing  
hear t s ;  te r ror  s i t s  on ever y  brow;  and i t  seems a lmos t  
a s  i f  death in a  vi s ible  for m, had appeared to se ize hi s  
victim; while the poor culpr it himself sinks to the ear th  
benea th  the  we igh t  o f  the  s en t ence,  and  i s  removed  
from the bar in the s i lence of petr i fying despair,  or the  
outcr ies  of  f rant ic  g r ie f .  And yet ,  may that  poor crea- 
tu re,  t hough  p rope r l y  den i ed  mercy  by  the  t r i buna l  
of human just ice, obtain it  from the throne of heavenly  
g race;  and the judge,  in the very act  of  excluding him  
f rom human  me rcy,  p r ay s  t h a t  t h e  Lo rd  wou ld  h ave  
m e rc y  o n  h i s  s o u l .  W h a t  t h e n  mu s t  b e  t h e  h o r ro r  
which in the day of judgement shall accompany the sen- 
tence of the wicked. No accent of mercy wil l  be heard  
mit iga t ing the hor ror s  of  that  ac t  o f  jus t ice :  that  sen- 
t ence  dooms  the  sou l  to  dea th :  no  o the r  and  h ighe r  
t r i buna l  s h a l l  b e  f ound ,  t o  wh i ch  an  appea l  may  be  
car r ied for pardon and l i fe. The sentence of the wicked  
i n  t h a t  d ay  w i l l  b e  f i n a l ,  i r r eve r s i b l e ,  a nd  e t e r n a l .  
There is  nothing to fol low it ,  but ‘ the worm that never 
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dies ,  and the f i re  that  i s  never quenched;  weeping and  
wa i l ing  and  gna sh ing  o f  t ee th .’ I  c annot ,  i f  I  wou ld ,  
descr ibe the tor ments  of  los t  soul s  in pr i son.  I  cannot  
disclose to you those

	 * * * sights of woe, 
Regions of sorrow, doleful shades, where peace 
And rest can never dwell: hope never comes 
That comes to all; but torture without end 
Still urges * * 
Such place eternal Justice hath prepar’d 
For those rebellious.

I  say,  I  can nei ther  di sc lose nor descr ibe those scenes :  
bu t  the  Word o f  God dec l a re s  tha t  ‘upon the  wicked  
he wi l l  ra in snares ,  f i re,  and br imstone,  and a hor r ible  
t e m p e s t ;  t h i s  s h a l l  b e  t h e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e i r  c u p.’  
Young men, think what i t  must be to dwel l  for ever in  
a world where al l  the bad passions of human nature will  
a t ta in the fu l l  matur i ty  of  thei r  s t rength,  and wi l l  not  
have one moment’s cessation or g ratif ication; and where  
all their force will be concentrated, like the venom of an  
enraged scorpion, for the purpose of self torment.

5.  The judgement  may be near  a t  hand.  The coming  
o f  the  Lord draws n igh;  the  Judge s tands  a t  the  door ;  
the end of  a l l  things i s  a t  hand. The day of  death i s  in  
one respect,  as the day of judgement with us al l :  ‘Then  
the  dus t  re tur ns  to  the  ea r th  a s  i t  was ,  and the  sp i r i t  
re tu r n s  to  God who gave  i t .’ Th i s  yea r  you  may  d ie.  
Many  a s  young ,  a s  he a l thy,  a s  w i cked ,  a s  c a re l e s s  a s  
your se lve s ,  have  d ied  the  pa s t  yea r.  They  have  g iven  
u p  t h e  g h o s t ,  a n d  w h e re  a r e  t h ey ?  B e f o re  a n o t h e r  
year closes, you may fol low them into eternity. A fever,  
a n  a pop l e xy,  a n  a c c i d en t ,  a  m i dn i gh t  r eve l ,  a  f a t a l  
quar re l ,  the violent hands of  wicked men, or the hand 
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of vengeance from a holy God, may long before this time  
twelvemonth smi te  you to  the  ear th ,  and send you to  
the g rave without war ning,  and to judgement without  
p r e p a r a t i o n .  ‘ T h ey  t a ke  t h e  t i m b re l  a n d  h a r p  a n d  
rejoice at the sound of the organ: they spend their days  
in wealth, and in a moment go down to the g rave. How  
o f t  i s  the  cand le  o f  the  wicked put  out :  and  how of t  
c o m e t h  t h e i r  d e s t r u c t i o n  u p o n  t h e m ?  T h ey  a r e  a s  
s tubble  be fo re  the  wind ,  and  a s  cha f f  tha t  the  s to r m  
c a r r i e th  away.  One  d i e th  i n  h i s  f u l l  s t reng th ,  be ing  
wholly at ease and quiet.’

In the conclus ion of  my di scour se,  I  d iv ide the con- 
g regation into three classes. The f ir st wil l  include those  
young  men ,  and  I  hope  they  a re  no t  a  f ew,  who  a re  
l iv i ng  i n  t h e  f e a r  o f  God ,  and  wa l k i ng  i n  t h e  way s  
o f  t r u e  god l i n e s s .  Happy,  t h r i c e  h appy  you th !  you r  
obl iga t ions  to  d iv ine  g race  a re  immense  and  e te r na l .  
You  h ave  made  a  b l i s s f u l  e x change  o f  t h e  p l e a su re s  
o f  s i n  and  f o l l y,  f o r  t ho s e  o f  w i s dom and  p i e t y.  Be  
g rateful to God for the mercy with which he has visited  
yo u .  S t i l l  c o n t i n u e  ‘ t o  g row  i n  g r a c e  a n d  i n  t h e  
knowledge of  our  Lord and Saviour  Je sus  Chr i s t .  Re- 
member that you are not already perfect;  but forgett ing  
t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  a re  b eh i nd ,  p re s s  t owa rd s  t h e  ma rk  
of the pr ize of your high cal l ing, in Chr ist Jesus: adorn  
the doctr ine of  God your Saviour in a l l  things .  Be not  
h igh  minded ,  bu t  f e a r.  Watch  and  p ray  tha t  ye  en te r  
no t  i n to  t empt a t i on .  F l e e  you th fu l  l u s t s ;  bu t  f o l l ow  
r ighteousness ,  f a i th,  char i ty,  peace, with them that cal l  
o n  t h e  L o rd  o u t  o f  a  p u re  h e a r t .’ B e  n o t  a s h a m e d  
o f  Chr i s t .  Di s regard  the  sneer s  which your  p ie ty  wi l l  
not f ai l  to br ing down upon you, from those who think  
i t  s t range that  you run not to the same excess  of  r iot , 
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speaking evi l  agains t  you.  Their  scor n i s  your honour.  
They envy you in their hear t,  while they per secute you  
wi th  the i r  l ip s .  They regard  you wi th  much the  s ame  
fee l ings as  Satan did our f i r s t  parents ,  when he looked  
a t  t h em  t h rough  t h e  g a t e  o f  Eden ,  b e f o re  t h e  f a l l .  
B e  ho l y,  h a ppy,  a nd  u s e f u l ;  a nd  l e t  yo u r  c h a r a c t e r  
appear  sur rounded and ador ned wi th  th i s  t r ip le  g lor y  
of  re l ig ion.  You have ra i sed our expecta t ions ;  suppor t  
t h em .  You  h ave  b egun  ou r  j oy,  f u l f i l  i t .  Pe r s eve re ,  
increase, go on to perfection.

The second c l a s s  inc ludes  those  who a re  mora l ,  but  
no t  p i ou s :  o f  t h e s e  a l s o  t h e re  a re  many.  The re  a re  
young  men,  ador ned  wi th  eve r y  amiable  d i spo s i t ion ,  
every social  vir tue, every relat ive excel lence, who want  
only  one th ing to  f in i sh  the i r  charac ter.  But  tha t  one 
—O!  how impor t an t ,  how nece s s a r y—t r ue  re l i g ion .  
There may be mora l i ty  without re l ig ion,  though there  
c annot  be  re l i g ion  wi thout  mora l i t y.  Mora l i t y  i s  the  
duty which we owe to ourselves and our fellow creatures:  
re l ig ion i s  the duty which we owe to God. Moral i ty i s  
a  r ight  di spos i t ion to man; re l ig ion a r ight  di spos i t ion  
towards  God.  Al though the la t ter  involves  the for mer,  
t h e  f o r me r  doe s  no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  i n c l ude  t h e  l a t t e r .  
Alas ,  a las !  that moral  men should not a l so be rel ig ious.  
Th i s  a ppe a r s  t o  h ave  been  t h e  c a s e  w i t h  t h e  young  
man ment ioned in  the gospe l ,  o f  whom i t  i s  s a id  tha t  
Je su s  l oved  h im:  he  wa s  eminen t l y  mora l ,  bu t  cou ld  
not  endure the se l f-denying re l ig ion of  the Cross ,  and  
with all his virtues fell short of heaven.

What you need,  young men,  i s  regenerat ion of  hear t  
by  t he  Ho ly  Gho s t .  You  mu s t  b e  bo r n  a g a i n  o f  t h e  
Spir i t ,  and be renewed in the spir i t  of  your mind. You  
must have a new hear t ,  a  holy bias ,  a  spir i tual  di sposi-
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t ion,  a  heavenly tone of  fee l ing.  You must  be brought  
to fear God as your habitual pr inciple of action, and to  
l ove  h i m  s u p re m e l y,  a s  t h e  m a s t e r  p a s s i o n  o f  yo u r  
sou l .  Under  a  deep  conv ic t ion  o f  s in ,  you mus t  have  
re p en t an c e  t owa rd s  God .  a nd  f a i t h  i n  Je s u s  Ch r i s t .  
You must be justi f ied by f aith and have peace with God  
through our Lord Jesus Christ.

You  mu s t  b e  s anc t i f i e d  by  t h e  t r u th  and  Sp i r i t  o f  
God .  Wi t hou t  ho l i n e s s  no  man  s h a l l  s e e  t h e  Lo rd .  
The g race  o f  God which br ings  s a lva t ion ,  mus t  teach  
you not only to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts,  but  
to  l ive  sober ly,  r i gh teous ly  and  god ly,  in  the  p re sen t  
ev i l  wo r l d .  Mor a l i t y  a l one  w i l l  no t  do.  I t  may  s ave  
you f rom the miser ies  of  v ice,  but  not  f rom the bi t ter  
pa in s  o f  e t e r na l  dea th .  I t  w i l l  b r ing  i t s  own reward :  
bu t  tha t  reward  end s  wi th  the  p re sen t  wor ld .  I t  w i l l  
improve your  tempora l  in tere s t s  a s  men;  i t  wi l l  l e s sen  
your condemnation as sinners, but it will not entitle you  
to the character  of  Chr i s t ians  here,  nor wi l l  i t  be fo l- 
lowed by  g lo r y,  honour,  immor ta l i t y  and  e te r na l  l i f e  
h e r e a f t e r .  I t  i s  e x t r e m e l y  p ro b a b l e  t h a t  i f  yo u  a r e  
sat i s f ied with being moral ,  to the neglect of  piety,  you  
may  no t  l ong  re t a i n  even  you r  v i r t u e .  Temp t a t i on s  
may assa i l  you, too powerful  for anything shor t  of  that  
re l ig ion which engages  Omnipotence for  our defence.  
In one unguarded moment, you may become the victims  
of  those spir i tua l  enemies which l ie  in wait  to deceive  
you. It i s  God alone that can preserve you: but without  
piety, i t  i s  not l ikely that you wil l  enjoy his protection.  
It is  but just that he should g ive up to themselves those  
who seek not by prayer his counsel and assistance.

I  am addres s ing many who are  exposed to  imminent  
d ange r ;  s i nce  be ing  on ly  so jou r ne r s  i n  the  town ,  a s 



	 proof-reading draft� 375

c le rks  or  apprent ice s ,  they  a re  removed f rom benea th  
the inspection of a f ather’s wakeful eye, and unless they  
l ive beneath the roof  of  their  employer,  have no other  
restraint upon their conduct than that which is imposed  
by the i r  own pr inc ip le s .  Your s  i s  a  s i tua t ion pregnant  
with per i l .  Hither to you may have happi ly escaped the  
‘ co r r up t ion s  tha t  a re  in  the  wor ld  th rough  lu s t .’ But  
beware,  I  beseech you,  of  the evi l s  that  sur round you.  
Avo id  b ad  company !  ‘ a  compan ion  o f  f oo l s  s h a l l  b e  
de s t royed .’ ‘Ev i l  communica t ion s  cor r up t  good  man- 
ne r s .’ One  s i n fu l  a s soc i a t e  may  d r ag  you  down f rom  
the mora l  e levat ion on which you now stand,  into the  
vor tex of  ruin in which he i s  s inking.  Rather have no  
companions than bad ones.  Acquire a taste for reading,  
and  th rough the  medium o f  books  conver se  wi th  the  
m i g h t y  d e a d .  Yo u r  c o m p a ny  m ay  b e  c o u r t e d ;  bu t  
receive with cautious reserve and suspicion every advance  
t h a t  i s  made  f o r  you r  s o c i e t y.  De t e r m ine  t o  b e  t h e  
fr iend of no man in whom you do not perceive the most  
unequ ivoc a l  p roo f s  o f  mo r a l  wo r th .  Shun  a  w i cked  
companion as  you would an as sa s s in .  I f  you have been  
too  unguarded  in  th i s  re spec t ,  and  un i t ed  your se lve s  
w i th  a s soc i a t e s  whose  conduc t  i s  in  the  l e a s t  deg ree  
immora l ,  s h ake  them o f f  w i thou t  he s i t a t i on ,  a s  you  
would a viper from your hand, or a scorpion from your  
l a p.  I f  you  con t inue  the i r  a cqua in t ance  you  may  be  
expec ted  soon to  be  a s  bad  a s  they  a re.  Wicked  men  
have an infernal ambition to render other s as cor rupt as  
themse lve s .  They a re  l ike  the  dev i l ,  a s  in  many other  
respects ,  so par t icular ly in this ,  ‘ they go about seeking  
whom th ey  may  d evou r.’ Bu t  a bove  a l l  t h i n g s ,  f e a r  
God .  My f i r s t  and  l a s t  adv i ce  to  you  i s ,  ‘Remember  
your Creator  in the days  of  your youth.’ Rel ig ion wi l l 
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guard you in danger ;  guide you in  d i f f icu l ty ;  comfor t  
you in  so l i tude.  In  your  B ible  you wi l l  a lways  f ind  a  
companion,  when the  hour s  and care s  o f  bus ines s  a re  
ove r ;  and  though  you  a re  no t  a t  home,  re l i g ion  wi l l  
procure you companions whose society will not cor rupt,  
and pleasures which will neither surfeit nor pollute.

The third c la s s  of  young men which I  would addres s  
are those whose character I  have descr ibed,  and whose  
s i n s  I  h a ve  r e p r ove d .  U n h a p py  yo u t h s !  m ay  t h i s  
p l a in  and  f a i th fu l  addre s s  p roduce  the  de s i red  e f f ec t .  
Pause  and ponder.  Look a t  your  cour se,  and cons ider  
wh i the r  i t  i s  conduc t ing  you .  S in  i s  your  enemy fo r  
b o t h  wo r l d s ;  i t  i s  a l i ke  t h e  f o e  o f  yo u r  b o d y  a n d  
yo u r  s o u l .  I t  w i l l  c o r r u p t  yo u r  h e a l t h .  ‘ H i s  b o n e s  
a re  fu l l  o f  the  s in  o f  h i s  youth ,  which sha l l  l i e  down  
w i th  h im  in  t he  du s t .  Though  w i ckedne s s  b e  swee t  
i n  h i s  mon th ,  t hough  h e  h i d e  i t  unde r  h i s  t ongue,  
ye t  h i s  mea t  in  h i s  bowe l s  i s  tu r ned ,  i t  i s  the  ga l l  o f  
a sp s  wi th in  h im.’ S in  wi l l  b l a s t  a l l  your  t empora l  in- 
teres t s ,  by producing the habit s  which lead to pover ty,  
and  h inde r ing  the  v i r tue s  wh ich  have  a  t endency  to  
wea l t h .  D i s s i p a t i on ,  i n t empe r ance,  and  debauche r y,  
must have resources,  and i f  these cannot be supplied by  
the ordinar y proceeds of  honest  industr y,  extravagance  
may soon be  fo l lowed wi th  robber y ;  th i s  wi th  in f amy  
and  de a th .  Young  men ,  l e t  t h e  re c en t  even t s  wh i ch  
have circulated such hor ror through the country, be felt  
a s  a  so lemn war ning to you.  Let  the f a te,  I  cannot say  
the  g r ave,  fo r  he  wa s  den ied  one,  o f  the  de spe r a t e l y  
hardened murderer,  who has  the l a s t  week expired on  
the gal lows, be as a f laming beacon to warn you against  
s i n .  S ay  no t ,  tha t  amid s t  a l l  your  ga i e t i e s  and  v i ce s ,  
you  a re  neve r  l i ke l y  to  commi t  h i s  c r ime s .  We  re ad 
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in Scr ipture of the deceit fulness of the human hear t ,  as  
we l l  a s  o f  i t s  de spera te  wickednes s .  And where in  l i e s  
i t s  deceit fulness? In leading men on step by step in the  
career of vice, ti l l it has conducted them inf inite lengths  
beyond the spot to which it f ir st directed their attention.  
When the prophet  of  the Lord di sc losed to Hazae l  h i s  
f u t u re  c a re e r  o f  ev i l ,  t h e  Sy r i an  ex c l a imed ,  ‘ I s  t hy  
ser vant  a  dog that  he should do thi s  th ing.’ His  indig- 
n a t i o n  wa s  h o n e s t  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  bu t  h i s  h e a r t  wa s  
d ece i t f u l ;  and  he  l ived  to  be  wor s e  t h an  E l i s h a  h ad  
f o r e t o l d .  T h e r e  wa s  a  t i m e  w h e n  t h e  f e l o n  l a t e l y  
executed would probably have shuddered at  the idea of  
wan ton ly  to r tu r ing  a  f l y,  bu t  he  l ived  to  pe r pe t r a t e,  
without pity or remorse, the cr ime of murder ing a man.  
S in  i s  dece i t fu l ,  young men.  No one becomes  v ic ious  
a l l  a t  once.  The way of  a  t ransg res sor  i s  l ike that  of  a  
stone down hill , which when it is once set going, moves  
a t  ever y revolut ion with acce lera ted speed.  He beg ins  
with l i t t le s ins,  and these lead on to g reater ones;  from  
ac t s  he  p roceed s  to  hab i t s :  f rom hab i t s  to  inve te r a t e  
cu s tom;  f rom cu s tom to  g lo r y ing  in  h i s  w ickedne s s .  
Vice f ir st is pleasing, then it g rows easy, then delightful,  
then frequent,  then habitual ,  then conf ir med; then the  
man is impenitent, then he is obstinate, then he resolves  
never to repent, and then he is damned.

‘ L e t  t h e  w i c k e d  t h e n  f o r s a k e  h i s  w ay,  a n d  t h e  
unr ighteous man his  thoughts ;  (and for hi s  encourage- 
ment I would add,) let him return unto God, for he will  
abundant ly  pardon.  With the Lord there i s  mercy that  
he  may  be  f e a red ,  and  p l en teous  redempt ion  tha t  he  
m ay  b e  s o u g h t  u n t o.  E ve n  ye t  G o d  wa i t e t h  t o  b e  
g r ac ious .  Je su s  Chr i s t  i s  ab l e  to  s ave  un to  the  u t t e r - 
most  a l l  that  come unto God by him.’ Pause,  cons ider, 
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repen t ,  be l i eve,  and  be  ho ly.  Admire  the  pa t i ence  o f  
God which  ha s  bor ne  wi th  you  so  long .  Be  thank fu l  
that you have not been cut off in your s ins,  and sent to  
that world, where mercy is never dispensed by God, nor  
hope  i ndu l ged  by  man .  F rom th i s  t ime,  ‘Remember  
the  Sabba th  day  to  keep i t  ho ly.’ Read the  Scr ip ture s  
da i l y ;  a t t end  the  so l emni t i e s  o f  publ i c  wor sh ip ;  p r ay  
to  God for  the  a s s i s t ance  o f  the  Holy  Sp i r i t ,  wi thout  
which you can do nothing; for sake evi l  company; avoid  
al l  occasions and excitements to sin; consider your end;  
meditate constantly upon the approaching day of judge- 
ment .  ‘Seeing a l l  these  th ings  sha l l  be di s so lved,  what  
manner of per sons ought ye to be in a l l  holy conver sa- 
t ion  and  god l ine s s ;  look ing  fo r  and  ha s t ing  un to  the  
coming of  the day of  God,  wherein the heavens  being  
on f i re  sha l l  be  d i s so lved,  and the e lements  sha l l  mel t  
with fervent heat.’ Amen.
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THE SIN OF SCOFFING AT 

RELIGION EXPOSED
BEING THE SUBSTANCE OF 

TWO SERMONS,  
PREACHED IN CARRS LANE MEETING HOUSE,  

18 JULY AND 1 AUGUST 1824.

Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of  the  
ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor si t teth in  
the seat of the scornful.
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In one of the pamphlets  publi shed in defence of the drama  
against the remarks contained in the preceding sermon, the fol- 
lowing discourse was very offensively attacked as a plag iar ism  
from the sermon of Archbishop Tillotson on the same text. But  
a comparison of the two will show that the one is not founded on  
the other, and the passages really bor rowed were marked as f ar  
a s  p r ac t i c ab l e  a s  quota t ion s .  One  wou ld  have  thought  the  
reference to the Archbishop’s sermon might have been sufficient  
to prevent the imputation.
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2 Peter 3:3

Know in g  t h i s  f i r s t ,  t h a t  t h e r e  s h a l l  c ome  i n  t h e  l a s t  
days scoffers, walking after their own lusts.

As in  the  na tura l  wor ld ,  the  day l igh t  does  not  p re- 
vent the evi l s  injur ious to the body, so in the spir i tual  
world,  the most perfect  revelat ion of divine truth does  
not  put  a  s top to the er ror s  and vices  which endanger  
the soul .  Even the Chr i s t i an d i spensa t ion (ca l led here  
the last  days,  because the consummation of every other  
that preceded it ,  and itself  the closing ser ies of celestial  
communications), is insuff icient, notwithstanding its in- 
ter na l  g lor y and exter na l  evidence,  to abash the auda- 
c iou s  sp i r i t  o f  in f i de l i t y,  and  to  s i l ence  the  s co f f ing  
tongue of the scorner.

A t  t h e  t ime  o f  S t  Pe t e r ’s  w r i t i n g  t h i s  e p i s t l e ,  t h e  
d i sc ip le s  o f  Chr i s t  were  exposed to  the a t tacks  o f  the  
Epicureans  among the  Gent i le s ,  and o f  the  Sadducees  
among the Jews,  both of whom r idiculed the doctr ines  
of the resur rection of the dead, the general  judgement,  
t h e  d e s t r u c t i on  o f  t h e  wo r l d ,  a nd  a  f u t u re  s t a t e  o f  
reward  o r  pun i shment .  F rom the  ve r y  f requen t  a l l u - 
s ions  made to scof fer s  throughout  the Old Tes tament ,  
i t  i s  ev iden t  t h a t  s uch  cha r a c t e r s  we re  by  no  mean s  
uncommon in  the  Jewi sh  na t ion :  and  th i s  a the i s t i c a l 
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t emper  s t i l l  con t inue s  to  in f e s t  the  wor ld  unde r  the  
super ior  l i gh t  o f  Chr i s t i an i ty.  In  the  l anguage  o f  the  
text ,  the  apos t le  wi th g rea t  sever i ty  rebukes  th i s  pro- 
f ane  d i s po s i t i on ,  and  re so l ve s  i t  i n to  i t s  re a l  c au s e,  
the  un subdued  dep r av i t y  o f  tho se  by  whom i t  i s  i n - 
du l g ed ;  ‘ t h e re  s h a l l  c ome  i n  t h e  l a s t  d ay s  s c o f f e r s ,  
wa lk ing  a f t e r  the i r  own lu s t s .’ A s  th i s  s in  i s  l ament - 
a b l y  common  i n  t h e  p re s en t  a g e,  I  h ave  t hough t  i t  
neces sar y to ca l l  your  a t tent ion to the subject ,  and to  
pu t  you  upon  you r  gu a rd  a g a i n s t  i t s  p e r n i c i ou s  i n - 
fluence and impious attacks.

I .  I  s h a l l  g ive  you  a  r e p re s en t a t i on  o f  t h e  n a t u re  
of  the vice i t se l f ,  and shal l  t race i t  through i t s  var ious  
fo r ms  and modes  o f  opera t ion .  I  am not  go ing  to  se t  
e i t h e r  my s e l f  o r  yo u ,  my  f r i e n d s ,  a g a i n s t  t h e  f a i r ,  
d i spas s ionate,  reverent ia l  d i scus s ion of  re l ig ious  t ruth.  
Chr i s t iani ty,  notwiths tanding her  heavenly or ig in,  not  
only al lows, but invites examination, and in this respect  
stands sublimely opposed to Mahometanism, which never  
reasons  in i t s  own defence,  but  prohibi t s  and punishes  
ever y a t tack made upon i t ,  and a l l  inves t iga t ion of  i t s  
c laims, and builds i t sel f  by force on ignorance and cre- 
d u l i t y ;  a s  i f  awa re  t h a t  t h e  m o s t  l i m i t e d  p r i v i l e g e  
o f  d i s cu s s ion  wou ld  end  in  i t s  de s t r uc t ion .  I t  i s  no t  
the ser ious enquirer, or the sober disputant, that I com- 
p la in  o f ,  l e t  h i s  ob jec t ions  be  ra i sed aga ins t  whatever  
doct r ines  they may;  but  the  indiv idua l  who t rea t s  the  
subject  wi th a  sp i r i t  o f  lev i ty,  der i s ion and contempt ;  
who of fer  sneer s  ins tead of  a rguments ,  and appea l s  to  
t h e  r i s i b l e ,  r a t h e r  t h an  t o  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  f a cu l t i e s  
of mankind.

In  some  in s t ance s  t h i s  unhappy  and  unho ly  d i s po- 
s i t ion goes  so f ar  a s  to despi se  ever y kind of  re l ig ion, 
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natural as well as revealed, and comes out in the appalling  
form of atheism, which r idicules the ideas of the exist- 
ence of  a God and a future s tate;  and ass igning to man  
no other per iod of existence than the present l i fe, takes  
f rom him al l  responsibi l i ty,  and eventual ly extinguishes  
ever y mora l  pr incip le  of  hi s  soul .  I t  has ,  indeed,  been  
questioned whether such a being as a speculative atheist  
exists ;  without taking upon me to decide this question,  
I  know that many pract ical  ones are a lmost everywhere  
to be found: men who treat all relig ion with unconcealed  
con t empt ,  whe the r  t hey  s pe ak  f rom o r  a g a in s t  con- 
viction, whether they are led into sin by a perverted judge- 
ment, or in their impious mir th oppose the ineff aceable  
sent iments  of  their  own hear t s .  Having re l ieved them- 
se lve s  f rom the  re s t r a in t  o f  p r inc ip le  and consc ience,  
they look down with affected pity and undisguised scorn  
upon the poor s laves who consider themselves as acting  
under inspection and amenable for their conduct.  They  
treat  with endless  der is ion the bondage of those whom  
they  rep re s en t  a s  vo lun t a r i l y  lo aded  wi th  the  f e t t e r s  
o f  super s t i t ion ,  who though they  have  on ly  to  a s s e r t  
their  l iber ty to be f ree,  ins tead of  dar ing to break the  
cha ins  which ar t fu l  pr ie s t s  and des igning tyrant s  have  
imposed upon their minds, are tamely submitting to the  
impo s i t i on ,  and  g rove l l i ng  in  ab j e c t  f e a r  a t  t he  f e e t  
o f  the i r  crue l  ta skmaster s .  With such men i t  i s  mat ter  
o f  con s t an t  mer r iment  tha t  any  shou ld  be  so  s i l l y  a s  
for the rever sionary happiness of a future state, to deny  
themselves  the g rat i f icat ion of  their  appet i tes ,  and the  
indulgence of  the i r  propens i t ie s  in  the  present  wor ld .  
The i r  mot to  i s ,  ‘Le t  u s  e a t  and  d r ink ,  fo r  tomor row  
we  d i e .’ E ve r y  m o r a l  p r i n c i p l e ,  eve r y  h o l y  v i r t u e ,  
ever y re l ig ious pract ice i s  t reated with scor n by them; 
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they  de r ide  a l l  who suppor t  the  c l a ims  o f  p i e ty,  and  
represent everything however vile, impure, or profane, as  
lawful or indifferent.

In  o ther  ca se s ,  the  scor ner  appear s  in  the  charac te r  
of a deist ,  who, while he professes to believe the truth,  
and  to  submi t  to  the  obl i g a t ion s  o f  na tu r a l  re l i g ion ,  
a t t a ck s  t h e  s y s t em  o f  d iv i ne  reve l a t i on  w i th  a l l  t h e  
power of his  wit,  and loads the disciples of Chr ist  with  
a l l  the  weight  o f  h i s  s cor n .  He rev i l e s  the  Scr ip ture s  
as  forger ies ,  and r idicules  those who profess  to bel ieve  
them,  a s  f ana t i c s  o r  hypoc r i t e s .  I t  i s  i n  h i s  eye s  the  
excess of creduli ty and fol ly to al low the conscience to  
be bound, the pass ions to be restrained, and the l i fe to  
be  guided,  by such pa lpable  and re futable  impostures .  
Ye t  one  c anno t  he lp  wonde r ing  a t  t he  e f f ron t e r y  o f  
those inf ide l s  who ta lk about the s i l l ines s  of  be l ieving  
in  the  B ible,  and  who repre sen t  i t  a s  a  book capable  
o f  ens l av ing  on ly  the  weak and c redu lous .  Have  they  
f o r go t t en  t h a t  t h i s  book ,  i n  t h e i r  op in ion  so  e a s i l y  
detected in its  f a lsehoods, and so wor thy to be despised  
for i t s  absurdit ies ,  was real ly admitted to be divine and  
t rue by Bacon, Newton, and Boyle;  by Mil ton,  Locke,  
and Johnson.  I t  i s  cur ious  to  hear  the  f l ippancy  wi th  
which many wit l ings ta lk of the weakness and credulity  
of al l  who believe in the truth of divine revelation, and  
to  see  wi th  what  scor n they look upon the  mul t i tude  
o f  be l i eve r s ;  a  body  which ,  though  i t  embrace s  ve r y  
many of  the poor and i l l i terate,  yet  has  comprehended  
the subl imest  poets ,  the profoundest  phi losopher s ,  and  
the  mos t  l ea r ned scho la r s  tha t  ever  l ived  in  the  mos t  
en l i gh t ened  a g e s  and  i n  t h e  b e s t  i n f o r med  n a t i on s .  
One should  th ink tha t  such names  a s  those  ju s t  men- 
tioned had dignity enough to screen themselves, and al l 
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associated with them in opinion, from the sneer of con- 
t empt .  Su re l y,  s u re l y,  t he  ve r y  hem o f  the  g a r men t ,  
the  ex t remi ty  o f  the  sk i r t  o f  such a  gen iu s  a s  Bacon,  
Newton, or Milton, might be a suff icient cover ing from  
der is ion for the multi tude of weaker minds who f lee to  
i t  fo r  a  she l t e r  f rom the  cha rge  o f  c redu l i t y  and  the  
shower of  taunts  and sneer s  wi th which such a  charge  
is often attended.

But  the re  a re  many,  who,  though  they  have  a l l  the  
ma l ign i ty  o f  de i sm,  have not  i t s  de spera te  hard ihood.  
They are inf idels without avowing it ;  they despise reve- 
la t ion without profes s ing to re ject  i t ;  they laugh at  i t ,  
but  do  not ,  because  they  cannot ,  a rgue  aga in s t  i t .  In  
the g rand conf l ic t  between Chr i s t iani ty and inf ide l i ty,  
they  c a r r y  on  a  so r t  o f  gue r r i l l a  wa r f a re.  They  have  
neither the skill nor the accoutrements of regular troops,  
but they can skir mish, and i t  i s  admitted that in a cer- 
t a i n  way  t h ey  do  much  exe cu t i on .  I  mean  t h e  men  
who, under a profession of general respect for revelation,  
a re  ever  busy ing themse lves  in  f ind ing out ,  expos ing ,  
and r idiculing, what their shallow and unsanctif ied minds  
imag ine to be di f f icu l t ie s ,  absurdi t ie s ,  and object ions .  
How wi l l  they  d iver t  a  c i rc le  wi th  wi t ty,  i ron ica l ,  o r  
lud ic rous  remarks ,  upon some o f  the  sc r ip ture  nar ra- 
t ives ,  or some of the scr ipture character s .  The account  
of Jonah and the f ish, and the sins of David, with other  
th ings  of  a  s imi lar  nature,  a re  conver ted by them into  
matter of endless  r idicule.  Two topics there are,  neces- 
s a r i l y  and  c lo s e l y  connec t ed  w i th  revea l ed  t r u th ,  o f  
fearful mystery, of awful gloom, and of dreadful real i ty,  
wh i ch  h ave  b e en  emp loyed ,  p e rh ap s  mo re  t h an  any  
others, by such scoffers to season their mirth, and to g ive  
a  re l i sh  to  the i r  s in fu l  joke s ;  and  the se  a re,  the  s t a te 
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of punishment prepared for the wicked and the existence  
of  the devi l .  Even the purgator ia l  f i re,  or  d i sc ip l inar y  
cha s t i s emen t  o f  t he  Roman i s t s ,  much  more  the  he l l  
o f  t h e  S c r i p t u re s ,  a  s t a t e  o f  e t e r n a l  t o r me n t s ;  a n d  
S a t an ,  whe the r  a  re a l  ex i s t ence,  o r  even  i f  h e  we re  
on l y  a  p e r s on i f i c a t i on  o f  ev i l ;  a r e  s ub j e c t s  f a r  t oo  
d re ad fu l  t o  become  the  occ a s ion s  o f  mer r imen t  and  
d ive r s i o n .  B u t ,  u n h a p p i l y,  t h e  m o n k i s h  l e g e n d s  o f  
Pope r y,  r e p l e t e  a s  t h ey  a re  w i t h  a l l  t h a t  c an  s hock  
the reason and offend the sober piety of an enlightened  
Chr i s t i an ,  have  fu r n i shed  so  many  ab surd ,  lud ic rous ,  
and monst rous  s tor ie s  on these  appa l l ing themes ,  tha t  
the  mos t  d read fu l  o f  a l l  po s s ib l e  top ic s  have  become  
more than any thing, the subject of sport.

M u c h  u n h a l l owe d  r i d i c u l e  i s  t h row n  by  s o m e  o n  
wha t  a re  con s i d e red  by  u s  a s  t h e  mo s t  s ub l ime  and  
impor tan t  doc t r ine s  o f  reve l a t ion ;  I  mean the  t r in i ty  
o f  per sons  in  the Godhead,  and the a tonement  of  our  
Lord  Je su s  Chr i s t .  I  speak  no t  now o f  tho se  who,  in  
a  digni f ied,  di spas s ionate,  and reverent ia l  manner,  di s- 
cuss  by argument these high subjects .  Men of enlarged  
minds ,  and of  h igh mora l  wor th there  a re,  who di f fe r  
f ro m  u s  o n  t h e s e  d o c t r i n e s ,  a n d  w h o  e x p re s s  t h a t  
d i f f e rence  in  re spec t fu l  and  a rgumenta t ive  l anguage,  
who di sda in to of fer  a  sneer  for  a  rea son,  and who in  
the disputant merge not the character of the gentleman;  
to such opponents we listen with respect, and have only  
t o  reg re t  t h a t  t hey  e r r,  i n  ou r  op in ion ,  on  sub j e c t s  
o f  v i t a l  impo r t ance.  F a r  d i f f e ren t  i s  t h e  conduc t  o f  
o ther s  o f  the i r  pa r ty,  who subs t i tu te,  pe rhaps  conve- 
n ient ly  enough,  r id icu le  for  rea soning,  and sneer s  for  
arguments .  We inc lude the la t ter  only in the company  
of  the scoffer s ;  the former are too dignif ied to deserve 
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t h e  a ppe l l a t i on ,  a nd  we,  I  t r u s t ,  a re  t oo  c and i d  t o  
asperse them with the imputation.

The scor ner wi l l  not  unfrequent ly be found avowing  
h i s  be l i e f  in  the  impor t an t  a r t i c l e s  which  I  have  ju s t  
ment ioned ,  whi l e,  a t  the  s ame t ime,  he  r id i cu le s  the  
only leg i t imate in f luence and va luable  resu l t s  o f  these  
doc t r ine s .  A l l  t h a t  deep  con t r i t i on ,  th a t  e a r ne s tne s s  
of  soul ,  that  sp i r i tua l i ty  of  mind,  that  separat ion f rom  
the world, that cautious abstinence from sin, that devout  
a t tendance upon re l ig ious  ser v ices  which the Word of  
God enjoins ,  and the ver y nature of  re l ig ion requires ,  
are sometimes treated with the most  unrestra ined r idi- 
cu le  by men who profe s s  a t  the  same t ime to  be  f i r m  
be l iever s  in  a l l  the impor tant  ar t ic le s  o f  the Chr i s t i an  
s cheme.  I f  the  Word o f  God be  t r ue,  i t  i s  impos s ib le  
to posses s  re l ig ion without  being ear nes t ;  for  re l ig ion  
i s  a  th ing of  the hear t ;  i t  has  re ference to e ter ni ty ;  i t  
i s  a  contest  for immor tal i ty;  a  tr ia l  and preparat ion for  
ever las t ing ages ;  and to be lukewar m, careless ,  indi f fe- 
rent, on such a subject, is the most monstrous absurdity.  
The  anx iou s  e a r ne s t ,  d i l i g en t  Chr i s t i an ,  i s  t he  on ly  
cons i s t en t  one.  Yet  th i s  i s  the  re l ig ion  aga in s t  which  
t h e  who l e  a r t i l l e r y  o f  s c o r n  i s  d i r e c t e d ,  a nd  eve r y  
o f f ens ive  ep i the t  i s  ca s t :  th i s  i s  the  re l ig ion which  i s  
designated by the opprobr ious names of nauseating cant,  
disgusting hypocr isy, whining Methodism, and Pur itanic  
f anaticism. We are commanded by the law of our being,  
as  rat ional creatures,  to love the Lord our God with al l  
our hear t ,  with al l  our soul,  and with al l  our mind; we  
are enjoined by our divine Lawg iver  to s t r ive to enter  
in a t  the s t ra ight  gate ;  to subdue ever y gui l ty  pas s ion,  
and re s t r a in  ever y  s in fu l  exerc i se  o f  the  sense s ;  to  be  
pure even in the ver y inmost  reces ses  of  our  mind;  to 
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make the sa lvat ion of  the soul  the chief  object  of  pur- 
su i t ;  and  we  a re  admon i shed  by  h i s  apo s t l e s  t o  g ive  
ou r s e l ve s  to  p r aye r ;  to  be  sp i r i tu a l l y  minded ;  to  s e t  
our  d i rec t ions ,  on th ings  above ;  to  mor t i fy  the  deeds  
o f  the  body ;  to  avo id  the  ver y  appearance  o f  ev i l ;  to  
g ive al l  di l igence to make our cal l ing and election sure.  
Yet ,  no sooner  does  a  man comply with these  in junc- 
tions, or attempt to do so, than he is pointed out by the  
f inger of scorn as an object of r idicule, at whom, as he  
passes along, every one may f l ing the epithet of Metho- 
d i s t  or  sa in t ,  and ra i se  aga ins t  h im the s i l ent  sneer  or  
the broad loud laugh.

Has not  ever y one,  who, in the present  age,  dares  to  
be in earnest about relig ion, subjected himself to attacks  
o f  t h i s  k i n d ?  H a s  n o t  t h e  t e r m  s a i n t ,  t h a t  h i g h e s t  
appe l l a t i on  wh i ch  c an  be  g iven  to  man  o r  g lo r i f i ed  
sp i r i t ,  o f  k indred  mean ing  wi th  tha t  a t t r ibu te  o f  the  
Dei ty  which,  a s  h i s  chosen t i t l e,  i s  proc la imed in  the  
con t inua l  c r y  o f  the  che r ub im and  s e r aph im,  ‘Ho ly,  
ho l y,  ho l y,  Lo rd  God  A lmigh ty ? ’ h a s  no t ,  I  s ay,  t h i s  
term been bandied about society as a term of reproach?  
and have not  the  sa int s ,  a s  they are  sneer ing ly  ca l led ,  
been held up to r idicule in a l l  places ,  f rom the highest  
s e a t s  i n  p a r l i amen t  t o  t he  benche s  o f  t h e  a l ehou s e ?  
Have  no t  s en a t o r s  t h emse l ve s  s t ooped  s o  l ow,  even  
amidst the dignity of debate, as  to repeat the low jokes  
o f  t h e  d r u n k a rd ’s  s o n g ?  H o l y  L o rd  G o d  A l m i g h t y !  
what infatuation has come upon the enemies of relig ion,  
t h a t  ab andon ing  the  n ame s  o f  rep roach  i nven t ed  by  
men,  they  shou ld  a t  l eng th  have  se l ec ted  one  conse- 
c r a t ed  by  eve r y  page  o f  reve l a t ion ,  app l i ed  to  eve r y  
be ing in  g lor y,  and a scr ibed to  thee  by those  ador ing  
a t  thy  foot s too l  a s  the  g rea te s t  o f  a l l  thy  per fec t ions ! 
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What  b l indne s s  ha s  f a l l en  upon  the i r  under s t and ing ,  
that they can f ind no term less august to aff ix as a brand  
upon the character  o f  a  good man!  What  i s  the i r  per- 
ver seness and confusion of judgement, that they should  
have  been thus  l ed  to  u t te r  the  g rea te s t  compl iment s  
when they intended only  the g rea te s t  contempt !  Mis- 
t aken  men !  l e a r n  the  mean ing  o f  the  t e r m be fo re  ye  
emp loy  i t  a s  a  word  o f  rep roach .  And  ye  ob j e c t s  o f  
their scorn, be it  your ambition to deserve the appel la- 
t ion, and your honour to bear it  without a blush before  
the world.

Another  way o f  sco f f ing  a t  re l ig ion (and i t  i s  by  no  
means an uncommon one) ,  i s  to pi tch upon the extra- 
vagances and imperfections of good men, and to expose  
them to publ ic  r id icule and contempt.  I t  may be their  
imper fec t ions  a re  only  eccentr ic i t ie s ,  mere  dus t  upon  
the peta l s  o f  the f lower,  but  not  a  canker  a t  i t s  root s ,  
which candour would overlook or conceal, in considera- 
t i on  o f  t he  genu ine  exce l l ence  w i th  wh i ch  they  a re  
a s s o c i a t e d .  I t  i s  a  ve r y  e a s y  a c h i eve m e n t  t o  m a ke  
cor r up t  minds  l augh  a t  the  mos t  admirable  qua l i t i e s ,  
when they happen to be connected with tr ivia l  eccen- 
tr ici ty;  for he who laughs at  the garment,  wil l  soon be  
led by an easy transit ion to despise the wearer, however  
re spec t ab l e.  Bu t  how ha t e fu l  i s  t he  ma l i gn i t y  wh ich  
delights to throw all the valuable and praiseworthy par ts  
of the character into the shade of one ludicrous trait.

I t  i s  a  m i s e r ab l e  dev i c e,  wh i ch  many  have  had  re - 
cour se  to,  to  s e l ec t  the  ab surd i t i e s  o f  f ana t i c i sm and  
the  ho l low pre tence s  o f  hypocr i sy,  a s  they  have  been  
exhib i ted in  some f a l se  profes sor s ,  and thus  to  ra i se  a  
prejudice against  a l l  genuine re l ig ion. We are told that  
it is not rational piety they der ide, but only the disgusting 
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e x c e s s e s  o f  e n t hu s i a sm  and  i n s i n c e r i t y.  Th i s  ma s k ,  
however, is too ill constructed to conceal the visage, and  
th i s  ve i l  too th in to d i sgui se  the for m of  the scor ner.  
Hypocr isy in any thing needs no effor t employed against  
it to render it hateful, there being no vice which is more  
generally or more justly abhor red; and as for f anaticism,  
i t  may be le f t  to i t se l f ,  for  i t  wi l l  soon expire without  
any ef for t  to ext inguish i t .  But f anat ic i sm i s  a  ter m so  
unde f ined ,  tha t  i t  i s  a  d i f f i cu l t  mat te r  to  regu la te  i t s  
application; and, on the other hand, the phrase ‘rational  
p ie ty ’ i s ,  wi th  those  who use  i t ,  l ike  the  bed o f  Pro- 
crustes, to which every one was f itted by violence, either  
by  b e i ng  s t re t ched  o r  l opped .  ‘Even  admi t t i ng  t h a t  
there  were  op in ions  so  rep le te  wi th  absurd i ty,  and so  
contradictory to common sense, that it seems below the  
d igni ty of  reason to under take the re futa t ion of  them,  
ye t  o f  what  se r v ice  can  be  r id icu le  even in  th i s  ca se.  
Whatever g ives bir th to opinions real ly monstrous, i t  i s  
plain that strong prejudice alone keeps them alive, which  
even impres se s  on them a  sacred charac ter.  To endea- 
vour to laugh men out of such prejudices, is to conf irm  
them the  more  in  them;  a s  the i r  conver s ion  i s  neve r  
l i ke l y  t o  b e  b ro u g h t  a b o u t  by  s u c h  m e a n s  a s  mu s t  
i n s p i r e  t h em  w i t h  ho r ro r .  Ra t h e r  l e t  k i ndne s s  a nd  
pe r sua s ion  remove  the  p re jud i ce,  and  then  the  e r ro r  
will be dispelled of course.’

To mock a l l  re l ig ion because of  the vices  of  i t s  f a l se  
p ro fe s sor s ,  i s  an  ac t ion  the  weaknes s  o f  which  i s  not  
exceeded even by its wickedness. If candour be a vir tue,  
what shal l  be sa id of  that  man’s  conduct,  who, because  
he  ha s  proved the  f a l sehood o f  some mere  pre tender s  
to super ior  sanct i ty,  involves  the whole community of  
Chr i s t i an s  in  the  od iou s  cha rge  o f  hypocr i s y.  Would 
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i t  be f a i r,  would i t  be reasonable,  to r id icule  conjuga l  
f ide l i ty  because some,  under s t rong profes s ions  of  th i s  
vir tue, have concealed adultery? Or would it be candid,  
to say that al l  who make loud profess ions of loyalty, are  
t r a i tor s  in  hear t  because  some have  been found to  be  
s o ?  Pe r h a p s  r e l i g i o n  h a s  h a d  n o  m o re  c o u n t e r f e i t s  
t h an  any  th ing  e l s e  t h a t  i s  t r u l y  exce l l en t ;  and  i f  i t  
had, this i s  only a proof of i ts  super ior value, for is  not  
wha t  i s  mo s t  va l u ab l e  mo s t  o f t en  coun t e r f e i t ed ?  To  
scoff at it on this g round, then, is not only the proof of  
a  w i cked  he a r t ,  bu t  a l s o  o f  a  weak  he ad .  Th i s  c l a s s  
of scorners (and it is a very numerous one), is seated on  
the lowest form in the school of ir rel ig ion, and is com- 
posed o f  the  feeble s t ,  younges t  ch i ldren,  who,  a s  ye t ,  
are unable to l i sp in argument,  and have only lear nt to  
laugh.

But  i t  i s  now t ime  to  enqu i re  where  and  when the  
p r a c t i c e  o f  s c o f f i n g  i s  i n du l g ed  i n .  I n  t h e  t h e a t r e ,  
where,  bes ides  the mocker y of  the le s sons  of  re l ig ion,  
which, more or less, runs through the whole contexture  
of  dramat ic representat ion,  p lays  are acted which were  
or ig inal ly wr itten, and are st i l l  performed with the de- 
s ign of br ing ing al l  scr iptural  piety into contempt. The  
theatre is the very seat of the scornful, where he sits f ir st  
as a learner, ti l l  he becomes prof icient enough to appear  
i n  t h e  ch a r a c t e r  o f  a  t e a che r.  I t  may  b e  ve r y  t r u l y  
a f f i r med ,  tha t  i f  i n f i de l s  t e ach  men  to  a rgue  aga in s t  
religion, players instruct them to laugh at it.

How of ten  the  soc i a l  c i rc le  i s  the  scene  o f  th i s  un- 
hal lowed spor t ,  and the enter ta inment of  the convivia l  
par ty i s  heightened by prof ane r idicule.  Rel ig ion,  l ike  
her divine Author, when he was led into Pilate’s hal l  to  
be a laughing stock to the Roman soldiers, is introduced 
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only to fur ni sh mer r iment for  the company.  One ca l l s  
he r  an  impos to r,  p r ac t i s ing  he r  a r t s  on  the  c redu l i t y  
o f  mank ind ;  ano the r  ho ld s  up  the  v i c e s  o f  he r  f a l s e  
d i s c ip le s  a s  chargeable  upon her ;  a  th i rd  te l l s  a  lud i- 
c rous  anecdote  o f  one  o f  her  s incere  and honourable  
votar ies :  thus  der ided by a l l ,  with no one to speak on  
he r  beha l f ,  she  s t and s ,  l i ke  the  Man o f  Sor rows ,  the  
silent object of der ision, the swearer’s jest, the drunkard’s  
song, yet st i l l  majestic and dignif ied amidst sur rounding  
scor n.  How much of  taver n and a lehouse mir th i s  de- 
r ived from this impious source. What a supply of mer r i- 
ment would be cut off from the sons of Belial if relig ion  
and a l l  the  sub jec t s  connected wi th  i t  were  suddenly,  
by some myster ious power operat ing upon their minds,  
e i the r  fo rgo t t en  o r  d readed  by  them.  In f a tua t ed  and  
mi se r ab l e  men !  Can  ye  f ind  no th ing  l e s s  s a c red  than  
th i s  to  g ive  a  re l i sh  to  your  wine?  Wi l l  no th ing  l e s s  
po i sonous  se r ve  for  in fu s ion in to  your  cups ?  Has  the  
soc i a l  c i rc le  no char ms  or  power  to  p lea se  un le s s  the  
s c o f f e r  b e  t h e r e ?  H a s  w i t  n o  p u n g e n c y,  g e n i u s  n o  
br i l l i ancy,  sa t i re  no s t ing ,  i rony no point ,  humour no  
pleasantr y,  jes t ing no spir i t ,  except scof f ing at  re l ig ion  
be  prac t i sed?  Must  the  voice  o f  the  scor ner  rouse  the  
s lumber ing genius  o f  mir th ,  and i s  a l l  f l a t  and ins ip id  
t i l l  hi s  perver ted f ancy yie ld the sa l t?  I s  i t  not enough  
that  ye can be drunkards  and swearer s ,  but  ye must  be  
c a lumnia to r s  a l so ?  and  wi l l  no th ing  l e s s  s e r ve  a s  the  
object s  of  your scandal  than piety and the pious?  This  
i s ,  indeed ,  be ing  in  ha s t e  to  be  wicked .  You a re  the  
very men of whom the prophet speaks, ‘Woe unto them  
tha t  d raw in iqu i ty  wi th  cord s  o f  van i ty,  and  s in  a s  i t  
were  wi th  a  c a r t  rope?  Woe unto  them tha t  c a l l  ev i l  
good,  and good ev i l :  tha t  put  da rknes s  fo r  l i gh t ,  and 
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l ight  for  darkness ;  that  put  bi t ter  for  sweet ,  and sweet  
for  b i t te r !  Woe unto them tha t  a re  wi se  in  the i r  own  
eyes ,  and prudent  in  the i r  own s ight !  Woe unto them  
that  are mighty to dr ink wine,  and men of  s t rength to  
ming le  s t rong  dr ink .  There fo re  a s  f i re  devoure th  the  
s tubble,  and  the  f l ame  consumeth  the  cha f f ,  so  the i r  
root  sha l l  be rot tenness ,  and their  blos som sha l l  go up  
as  the dust ;  because they have cast  away the law of the  
Lord of Hosts ,  and despised the word of the Holy One  
of Israel.’

How saturated with the s in of scoff ing at  rel ig ion are  
many of  the  publ ica t ions ,  and much of  the  per iodica l  
l i t e ra ture  o f  the  pre sent  day.  How f requent ly  i s  ever y  
mora l  and  sp i r i tu a l  s en s ib i l i t y  o f  the  re l i g iou s  mind  
offended in the course of its reading by some ir reverend  
allusion, profane remark, contemptuous taunt, or unholy  
witt icism connected with rel ig ion. Authors and editor s,  
who should know how to cater for the public, pay to the  
tas te of  their  reader s  the wretched compliment of  sup- 
pos ing  tha t  the  read ie s t  way  to  work  themse lve s  in to  
f avour, is to furnish enter tainment founded on distor ted  
v iews of  re l ig ion.  Popular  novel i s t s  have a t tempted to  
g ive a charm to their ta les by exhibit ing piety in union  
w i th  t he  ex t r avag ance s  and  uncou th  ph r a s eo logy  o f  
re l i g ion i s t s  o f  the  s even teen th  cen tur y :  and  met r i c a l  
wr iter s,  taking up the buffoonery of Butler (doomed by  
Providence to go without requita l  by his  master  or hi s  
par ty) ,  have endeavoured by exaggerat ing the exces ses  
of  injudicious zeal ,  to per petuate prejudice against  the  
s incere,  thought indiscreet  piety with which they were  
a s socia ted.  To use the words  of  an e loquent  wr i ter,  in  
re f e rence  to  the  p re sen t  t ime s ,  ‘The  d r agon  ha s  c a s t  
for th f rom hi s  mouth such a  f lood of  heresy  and mis-
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chief ,  that  Egypt,  in the wor st  of  her plagues ,  was not  
covered with more loathsome abominat ions .  Creatures  
which we d id  not  suspect  to  have ex i s ted ,  have  come  
for th from their retreats ,  some soar ing into the reg ions  
of impiety on vigorous pinions,  other s crawling on the  
e a r t h ,  w i th  a  s l ow  and  s l ugg i s h  mo t ion ,  on l y  t o  be  
tracked through the f i l thy s l ime of their impur it ies.  We  
have seen wr iter s of every order, from the mighty Poly- 
phemuses of the north, to the contemptible dwarfs,’ shall  
I  s ay,  o f  our  own town;  ‘men of  ever y  par ty,  in f ide l s ,  
churchmen, and dissenter s,  a motley crew, who have no  
one thing in common, except their antipathy to relig ion,  
jo in  hands  and hear t s  on the  occa s ion :  a  dead ly  t a in t  
o f  impie ty  ha s  blended them in to  one  common mas s ,  
as things the most discordant while they are l iving sub- 
s t ance s ,  do  ver y  we l l  to  put r i fy  toge ther.  We a re  not  
at  a l l  a lar med at  thi s  extensive combinat ion; i t  wi l l  no  
doubt do much present and par t ia l  mischief ,  but i t  wil l  
b e  u l t ima t e l y  p roduc t ive  o f  much  g ene r a l  a nd  p e r - 
manen t  good .  Mank ind  wi l l  no t  be  long  a t  a  lo s s  to  
deter mine where the t ruth l ie s ,  when they see on one  
h and  a  v i s i b l e  f e a r  o f  God ,  a  con s t an t  appea l  t o  h i s  
orac le s ,  a  so l ic i tude to promote the sa lva t ion of  man- 
kind; and on the other, an indecent levity, an unbr idled  
in so lence,  an  unblush ing f a l sehood,  a  hard ,  unfee l ing  
pr ide, together with a manifest aim to render the Scr ip- 
tures of no authority, and religion of no effect.’*

Oh who can ref lect without unutterable anguish upon  
the  dread fu l  p ros t i tu t ion o f  those  s tupendous  t a l en t s ,  
wh ich  have  l a t e l y  been  wi thdrawn fo r  eve r  f rom the  
world.  Alas !  that  an individual  who for  hi s  genius  was  
worthy to be associated with Spenser and Milton, should 

*	 Strictures on Zeal without Innovation, by Mr Hall.
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for  h i s  in f ide l i ty  be  c l a s sed  wi th  Vol ta i re,  and Hume,  
and  Pa ine.  Tha t  man  cannot  have  one  spa rk  o f  mind  
who i s  not  wi l l ing to confes s  the t ranscendent  power s  
of Byron, nor can he have one spark of piety who does  
not deplore the mischief which those powers have effected  
i n  the  wor ld  o f  mor a l s .  I f  t o  p ay  homage  to  t a l en t s  
be one of  the proofs  and nobles t  exerci ses  of  an inte l- 
lectual nature, i t  i s  no less  incumbent on a moral agent  
to wor ship at  the shr ine of  vir tue.  While therefore we  
a dm i re  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  b e au t i e s  o f  t h i s  un equ a l l e d  
author,  let  us not forget that they were associated with  
mora l  de for mi t ie s  no le s s  d i sgus t ing  and appa l l ing .  I f  
splendid talents alone are to be the objects of unmingled  
admira t ion,  not  only  when they are  des t i tu te  o f  p ie ty  
and  mora l i ty,  bu t  even  when employed  aga in s t  them,  
who shal l  measure or l imit  the raptures with which we  
shou ld  app l aud  the  gen iu s  o f  Sa t an .  ‘ I  rega rd  t a l en t s  
wi th  too  s incere  an  admira t ion ,  I  love  poe t r y  wi th  a  
devotion too enthusiast ic, wantonly to impeach the one  
or the other, but there are things of higher moment than  
t a lent s ,  o f  dearer  concer n than poet r y.  The author i ty  
o f  reve la t ion,  the sanct i ty  o f  re l ig ion,  the interes t s  o f  
moral i ty, the pur ity of love, the chast i ty of woman, the  
sacredness of honour, and the glow of patr iotism, are al l  
of paramount consideration. Society may flour ish and be  
ref ined without poetic genius, but it cannot exist without  
vir tue, nor be happy without rel ig ion; and when poetic  
genius arms itself against the body politic, and wages war  
with the human family, I am determined for one, to make  
common cause with my country, with my species.’*

*	 S e e  a n  a d m i r a b l e  S e r m o n  j u s t  p u b l i s h e d  b y  D r  S t y l e s ,  o n  t h e  
ch a r a c t e r  o f  Lo rd  By ron ’ s  Work s ,  wh i ch  I  mo s t  co rd i a l l y  r e commend  
t o  t h e  p e r u s a l  o f  a l l  t h e  a d m i r e r s  o f  t h i s  g r e a t  b u t  m o s t  d a n g e r o u s  
poet.
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B y ro n  wa s  t h e  i nve t e r a t e  e n e my  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y :  
sometimes opposing i t  by the most  blasphemous meta- 
phys ica l  specula t ions ,  which l ike dark thunder  c louds ,  
dar ted their f lashes against  i t s  deathless  interests ;  while  
at  other s ,  he exposed i t  to the r idicule of  wit l ings and  
the  mi r th  o f  foo l s ,  in  a l l  the  ma l i gn i ty  o f  s co r n  and  
derision.

I I .  I  sha l l  cons ider  the  cause s  o f  sco f f ing .  Thi s  v ice  
ha s  l e s s  to  p l ead  in  excuse  fo r  i t s e l f  than  a lmos t  any  
other that the depravity of man can lead him to commit.  
I t  i s  a t  once the g rea te s t  c r ime,  and or ig ina te s  in  the  
l e a s t  t empta t ion .  When Sa t an  urge s  men on to  o ther  
s ins  he presents  the lure of  some appropr iate g rat i f ica- 
t ion;  to ambit ion he of fer s  the prospect  of  honour ;  to  
avar ice,  in jus t ice,  or  extor t ion,  r iches ;  to lus t ,  sensual  
indulgences ;  to mal ice,  revenge;  but  to the scor ner he  
offers neither r iches, nor honour, nor sensuality; nothing,  
l i t e r a l l y  no th ing ,  bu t  the  l augh te r  o f  foo l s ,  and  ‘ the  
reputation perhaps of having said that witt i ly, which no  
w i s e  man  wou l d  h ave  s a i d  a t  a l l .’ The  s c o r n e r  i s  a  
poor,  s i l l y  h i re l ing ,  who se r ve s  the  dev i l  fo r  nought ;  
of whom it  may be emphatical ly said,  ‘ the wages of his  
s in is  death’,  nothing but death; his broad f arce ends in  
the  deepes t  t ragedy,  s ince  i t  te r minate s  in  the  e ter na l  
p e rd i t i on  o f  t h e  m i s e r a b l e  p e r f o r me r.  ‘Wha t  f o l l y,’  
says  Archbishop Ti l lot son,  ‘ i s  that  for  a  man to of fend  
his conscience to please his humour, and for his jest ,  to  
lose the two best  f r iends he has in the world,  God and  
h i s  own  s ou l .’ Wha t  t h en  i s  t h e  c au s e  o f  t h i s  v i c e ?  
There  a re  many  subord ina t e  and  p rox ima te  one s .  Of  
these, pr ide and an unmortif ied opinion of self takes the  
l e a d .  The re  i s  no  d i s po s i t i on  mo re  a pp a ren t  i n  t h e  
s co f f e r  t h an  t h i s ;  ‘ p roud  and  h augh t y  s co r ne r,’ s ay s 
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S o l o m o n ,  ‘ i s  h i s  n a m e.’ N e i t h e r  t h a t  s p l e n d o u r  o f  
ev idence amids t  which re l ig ion revea l s  and proves  her  
ce les t ia l  or ig in,  nor the as sent of  the g reates t  and best  
of men in al l  ages to i t s  truth, i s  suff icient to convince  
such an individual  that  i t  i s  wor thy of  hi s  regard.  The  
reverence of ages, and of nations, is not enough to cheek  
h i s  scor n ,  or  to  awe h im into  re spec t .  Hi s  conduct  i s  
d i c t a t ed  by  a  d i s gu s t i ng  conce i t  o f  h i s  own  power s ,  
un i t ed  w i th  an  i n su f f e r ab l e  con t emp t  o f  t h e  t a l en t s  
of others.

Sco f f ing  i s  somet imes  the  re su l t  o f  a  p reva i l ing  and  
indecent levity of mind, an habitual and indulged fr ivo- 
l i t y,  which  a l ike  ind i spo se s  and  un f i t s  a  man fo r  any  
s e r iou s  pu r su i t ;  an  unb r id l ed  d i s po s i t i on  to  conve r t  
everything, not excepting the most solemn and momen- 
tous subjects ,  into matter  of  mir th and r idicule.  There  
a re  per sons  who scarce ly  ever  have  a  sea son in  which  
w i s dom i s  t h e  regen t  o f  t h e  s ou l ;  bu t  who s e  who l e  
cha r ac te r  and  l i f e  a re  abandoned  to  the  domin ion  o f  
f o l l y,  and  who se  t ime  to  l augh  i s  t h e  who l e  pe r i od  
of their waking existence.

A s i l ly  a f fec ta t ion of  nove l ty,  combined wi th a  wi sh  
to  be  thought  super ior  to  the  te r ror s  o f  super s t i t ion ,  
leads  in many cases  to the s in of  r id icul ing piety.  Not  
a  few are  per suaded to  engage in  the  prac t ice  for  the  
sake of  indulg ing a  ta lent  for  wit  or  humour.  A ta lent  
for genuine wit as distinguished from burlesque, is a rare  
accomplishment; and sti l l  rarer is i ts  proper application.  
When  emp loyed  in  con found ing  e r ro r,  and  aba sh ing  
wickedness ,  i t  i s  inva luable ;  but  how shocking i s  i t  to  
see this g ift  of heaven turned against its  Divine Author,  
by  be ing  emp loyed  to  r id i cu l e  h i s  image.  Ye t  th i s  i s  
t he  mos t  be loved  and  va lued  a ccomp l i shment  o f  the 
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scoffer ; to raise the laugh, and secure applause, he loses  
no  oppor tun i t y,  s p a re s  no  cha r ac t e r,  and  excep t s  no  
sub jec t .  To throw of f  the  spa rk s  o f  wi t  he  would  not  
s c r up le  to  ‘ s e t  h i s  tongue  on f i re  o f  he l l .’ Dangerous  
a nd  d e s t r u c t ive  s po r t !  S u ch  f l ame s  a re  mo re  e a s i l y  
kindled than extinguished, and often consume the indi- 
vidual who ignites them.

Many are led on to assume the character of a scorner,  
by the power of f ashion and the contag ion of evil  com- 
pany;  so  dangerous  i s  i t  to  a s soc ia te  wi th the wicked,  
and so diff icult to resist the influence of example. Many  
an  ind iv idua l  ha s  been  emboldened  to  s co f f  whi l e  in  
company, who when alone, has trembled at the recollec- 
tion of his sin.

Inabi l i ty  to a t tack re l ig ion in any other  way induces  
s o m e  t o  a s s a i l  i t  w i t h  t h e i r  s c o r n .  T h i s  i s  a n  e a s y  
method  o f  man i f e s t ing  the i r  ha t red :  the  p igmy mind  
that  cannot wie ld an argument can throw a sneer ;  and  
he who could as soon hope to f ly as to reason, may sti l l  
have talent enough to laugh, or to retail the jokes which  
o the r s  h ave  fo r med :  and  indeed ,  a s  men  when  the i r  
m ind s  a re  he a t ed  by  the i r  p a s s i on s ,  s ay  th ing s  more  
smar t  than they could ut ter  in  the i r  cooler  moods ,  so  
pe r son s  o f  du l l  in te l l ec t  when  i r r i t a t ed  by  d i s l i ke  o f  
piety,  do rea l ly utter  sayings of  g reater  c lever ness  than  
they could otherwise aspire to.

Bu t  t he  ch i e f  s ou rce  o f  s co f f i ng  i s  t h a t  wh i ch  the  
apos t l e  ha s  ment ioned in  the  tex t ,  ‘Sco f fe r s ,  wa lk ing  
a f t e r  the i r  own lu s t s .’ Jude  ha s  t r a ced  the  s in  to  the  
s ame  s ou rc e,  ‘Bu t  b e l oved ,  remembe r  ye  t h e  wo rd s  
which were spoken before of  the apos t le s  o f  our  Lord  
Je su s  Chr i s t ;  how tha t  they  to ld  you there  shou ld  be  
mockers in the last time walking after their own ungodly  
lusts.’
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I t  was  sa id  by an in f ide l  o f  for mer  t imes ,  tha t  when  
re a son  i s  a g a i n s t  a  man ,  t hen  a  man  w i l l  b e  a g a in s t  
reason: and i t  may with equal ,  i f  not with g reater pro- 
pr iety, be said, that when relig ion is against a man, then  
w i l l  a  man  b e  a g a i n s t  r e l i g i on .  The  t r u t h s  a nd  t h e  
precepts of revelat ion are enemies to pr ide of intel lect ,  
and  deprav i ty  o f  hea r t ;  and  i t  i s  ma t te r  o f  l i t t l e  su r- 
pr i se  tha t  they who cannot  be  reconc i led  to  humi l i ty  
and pur ity, should scorn the system which enforces such  
v i r tues .  As  those  ch i ldren in  a  school  who have  mos t  
to  fear  f rom a mas ter ’s  d i sp leasure,  a re  the most  ready  
to t reat  h im with r id icule  behind hi s  back,  and as  the  
whip wil l  be general ly treated with most mer r iment by  
those who are most in danger of i ts  lashes, so they who  
have most to dread from rel ig ion wil l  be more forward  
than others to scorn it; and they who are in the greatest  
danger of  the quenchless  f i re,  wi l l  l ike other madmen,  
be the f i r s t  to  spor t  wi th the f l ames .  Rel ig ion f rowns  
upon ever y s in ;  rebukes ,  accuses ,  and condemns ever y  
s inner.  A man cannot  swear,  or  take the name of  God  
in  va in ,  or  break the  Sabbath ,  or  indulge  in  the  lea s t  
a c t  o f  unc leanne s s ,  bu t  th i s  rep re sen t a t ive  o f  God in  
our  wor ld ,  censures  the  s in ,  and threa tens  the  s inner.  
Like the angel of the Lord resisting the hireling prophet  
in  h i s  pa th ,  i t  opposes  i t se l f  to  the t ransg res sor  in  h i s  
way,  and wi th  a  drawn sword and a  vo ice  o f  thunder,  
excla ims,  proceed at  thy per i l .  Inter rupted,  per plexed,  
and res i s ted in  hi s  in iqui tous  career ;  rendered uneasy,  
and less capable of enjoying his lusts, the sinner becomes  
ang ry,  and l ike a  rude youth impeded in lawless  spor t ,  
he derides his monitor, and abuses him with ill names.

A n d  f o r  t h e  s a m e  r e a s o n  t h e  s c o r n e r  d e r i d e s  t h e  
r ighteous: their example is a constant reproof , accusation, 
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a n d  c o n d e m n a t i o n  o f  h i m .  T h e i r  h o l y  c o n d u c t 
wounds  h i s  consc ience,  ju s t  a s  sunbeams do the  weak  
and  d i so rde red  eye :  he  cannot  go  on  so  ea s i l y  in  h i s  
s in s  wh i l e  they  a re  p re s en t ;  hence  he  ha t e s  them,  a s  
Ca in  d id  Abe l ;  but  be ing  re s t r a ined by  the  l aws  f rom  
of fer ing violence to their  per sons,  he vents  hi s  rage in  
scof f s  and sneer s  upon their  character.  The sum of the  
w h o l e  m a t t e r  i s  t h i s :  a  m a n  s ay s  t h e r e  i s  n o  G o d ,  
because he wishes there were none: he scorns spir i tual  
rel ig ion, because spir itual rel ig ion condemns him: he is  
an inf idel because he is a s inner : he is a scoffer because  
h e  i s  an  i n f i d e l .  Th i s  t h en  i s  t h e  t r ue  and  u l t ima t e  
source of  scof f ing,  an unrenewed, unsanct i f ied mind; a  
hear t  that  hates  God, and abhor s  his  image.  Some men  
would scoff  at  rel ig ion no more i f  they could exchange  
Chr i s t i an i ty  fo r  the  mytho logy  o f  Greece  and Rome.  
G ive  t h em  bu t  t h e  p ro f l i g a t e  Ju p i t e r  a n d  Venu s  t o  
pa t roni se  the i r  unc leannes s ;  and the  drunken Bacchas  
to sanct i fy their  inebr iety;  and the laughing Momus to  
consecra te  the i r  fo l ly ;  in  l i eu  o f  the  Holy  Lord  God,  
who i s  of  purer  eyes  than to behold iniqui ty,  and they  
would find it no difficulty to live in terms of good fellow- 
ship with such a relig ion as this. But the relig ion of the  
Bible is too humbling for the pr ide of their intellect, too  
holy  for  the cor rupt ions  of  the i r  hear t ,  too s t r ic t  and  
too r ig id for that liber ty in which they would indulge in  
their l ives, and they cannot endure it :  and being unable  
to confound it  by log ic, or overwhelm it  by eloquence,  
they treat it with derision.

In some cases  there i s  reason to bel ieve that  scof f ing  
may  b e  t r a c ed  up  t o  f e a r ,  un i t e d  w i t h  d i s l i ke .  The  
scorner secret ly trembles at the idea of a God, and of a  
judgement  to  come.  In  sp i t e  o f  h imse l f  he  f e a r s  tha t 
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there may be a real i ty in rel ig ion, and if  there be, what  
i s  to  become of  h im.  The poor crea ture,  l ike  a  scared  
ch i ld  whi s t l ing  a s  he  pa s s e s  th rough  a  churchya rd  to  
keep up his courage, or laughing at the story of a ghost,  
to conceal the palpitations of his hear t, r idicules relig ion  
to al lay, i f  poss ible,  the r i s ing alarms of his  conscience,  
and to disengage himself from the ter rors of his affr ighted  
imag ina t ion.  May I  not  appea l  to  some who read th i s  
f o r  t he  t r u th  o f  wha t  I  s ay,  when  I  a f f i r m ,  th a t  t he  
sneer ing  countenance  i s  o f tent imes  the  impious  mask  
of a cowardly heart and of a trembling conscience.

III .  Let  me now exhibi t  to you the character s  of  thi s  
vice.

1 .  I t  i s  i r r a t i o n a l .  T h i n k  n o t  t h e r e  i s  a n y t h i n g  
man ly  o r  cour ageou s  in  the  conduc t  o f  the  s co r ne r.  
It is a practise in which the weakest and si l l iest of man- 
k ind have indulged;  to  which the drunkard ,  when hi s  
rea son  i s  ha l f  d rowned in  h i s  cups ,  and  he  h imse l f  i s  
reduced to  a  dr ive l le r,  re sor t s  for  h i s  spor t ;  to  which  
bra in le s s  fops  and wi t le s s  heads  have  had recour se,  a s  
the easiest way to gain a modicum of reputation as clever  
persons. Relig ion, whether taken as a whole or regarded  
in its  component par ts ,  i s  a subject of inf inite moment;  
i t  involves  the present  dut ies  and the eter na l  des t in ies  
o f  the  un iver se :  i t  re spec t s  man a s  an  immor ta l  c rea- 
ture,  and inf luences  hi s  happiness  for  ever la s t ing ages .  
Compared  wi th  th i s ,  the  mos t  momentou s  que s t ion s  
which have interested, ag itated, and divided the g reatest  
gen iu s e s  and  the  p ro founde s t  i n t e l l e c t s ,  a re  sub j ec t s  
o f  sma l l  a nd  evane s c en t  impo r t an c e.  To  s po r t  w i t h  
such  a  th ing  i s  consummate ly,  p repos te rous ly  ab surd ,  
and the scof fer  s tands upon the conf ines  of  idiocy.  No  
argument is  necessary beyond his own act to prove that 
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he is a fool; nor is any eloquence necessary to i l lustrate  
h i s  fo l ly.  One need not  do anything more to proc la im  
the g rea tnes s  o f  a  man’s  absurdi ty,  than to say  that  he  
scof f s  a t  re l ig ion.  Admit t ing that  a  man has  proved to  
h i s  own sa t i s f ac t ion tha t  there  i s  ne i ther  a  God nor  a  
future s ta te,  there i s  something so hor r ibly dreadful  in  
h i s  c a l ami tous  d i s cover y,  so  g loomy and  so  wre tched  
in his  sys tem, that  ins tead of  looking with der i s ion on  
those of  an oppos i te  sent iment ,  he should be appa l led  
and  a f f r i gh t ed  by  the  t e r ro r s  o f  h i s  own .  An  in f i de l  
r i d i cu l e  o the r s !  Wha t ,  when  he  h a s  b lo t t ed  ou t  t he  
idea of a powerful Creator, a wise Governor, a merciful  
Bene f ac tor  o f  the  human race,  and  subs t i tu ted  in  h i s  
p lace the misrule of  chance:  when he has  sunk heaven  
and  a l l  i t s  g lo r i e s  in  the  g loom o f  ann ih i l a t ion :  tha t  
man f ind leisure from the misery of his  own ref lections  
to laugh at others who are cheer ing themselves with the  
con so l a t i on s  o f  re l i g i on !  An  a the i s t ,  i f  h e  h ave  any  
sense of moral beauty, instead of being pleased with his  
creed,  should s tar t  back with hor ror and a f f r ight  f rom  
t h e  p rog e ny  o f  h i s  m i n d ;  a n d  i f  h e  h ave  a ny  p i t y,  
in s tead  o f  ho ld ing  i t  up  to  the  ca re s se s  o f  the  wor ld ,  
s hou ld  conce a l  i t  f rom ob s e r va t i on ,  and  re s t r a i n  i t s  
operation as a demon born to cur se mankind. Miserable  
c r e a t u re !  w h e re  i s  yo u r  r a t i o n a l i t y ?  w h e re  i s  yo u r  
humanity?  You cannot p lead conscience for  di s turbing  
the lovely vision; for upon his own pr inciples an atheist  
can have no conscience.

Nay,  a  s co f f ing  t emper  i s  i r r a t iona l ,  a s  i t  pe r f ec t l y  
unf i t s  the mind for the invest igat ion of re l ig ion: i t  has  
i t s  or ig in ei ther in pr ide or levi ty ;  both of  which di s- 
qua l i fy  us  for  the inves t iga t ion of  t r uth .  A man g iven  
to mer r iment and scorn is  ever seeking for wit,  not for 
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truth; and will be so bent upon the former as most wil- 
l ingly to sacr i f ice the latter.  Such a per son is  impatient  
and incapable  of  cool  and sedate  re f lec t ion.  The ca lm  
exercise of the judgement is  essential  to our ar r iving at  
jus t  opinions ;  and to expect  ca lmness  of  judgement to  
be coupled with a disposition for scorn, is to expect that  
a  f e a the r  wi l l  be  s t i l l  amid s t  a  v io l en t  gu s t  o f  w ind .  
Ridicule i s  nei ther the tes t  of  t ruth in other s ,  nor the  
way to obtain it for ourselves.

2 .  I t  i s  r ude  and  unc iv i l .  Though  we  may  oppo s e  
the convict ions of  other s ,  we ought not to do so with  
vu lga r i t y  and  imper t inence.  Po l i t ene s s  demands  tha t  
we  t re a t  tho se  who  d i f f e r  f rom u s  w i th  re spec t .  ‘Be  
cour teous to a l l ’ ,  i s  a  maxim of  good breeding,  and i s  
e s s en t i a l  t o  t he  we l l  b e ing  o f  s oc i e t y.  Now the re  i s  
nothing more a t  var iance with cour tesy than scof f ing.  
A decent  respect  i s  due to ever y man’s  convict ions  on  
the subject of  re l ig ion, though they may be er roneous.  
‘Whoever,  therefore,  ins tead of  re fut ing er ror s  by rea- 
son and temper,  wi l l  t rea t  in  a  contemptuous  manner,  
that which in the eyes of others bears a sacred character,  
c an  on l y  occ a s i on  s c anda l  whe re  he  s hou ld  a t t emp t  
re fo r ma t ion ,  and  mus t  show h imse l f  t o  be  equa l l y  a  
s t r a n g e r  t o  g o o d  s e n s e  a n d  t o  g o o d  m a n n e r s .’ T h e  
scoffer,  then, i s  not only not a Chr ist ian, but he i s  not  
even a gentleman; and i s  not merely unf i t  company for  
the  wi se  and  the  good ,  bu t  i s  mee t  on ly  to  a s soc i a te  
wi th  the  ver y  o f f scour ing o f  the  ear th .  Hi s  soc ie ty  i s  
a nuisance to a l l  except to men of l ike propensit ies :  he  
i s  not only gui l ty in the s ight of  God, but of fens ive in  
the eyes of the better classes of his fellow creatures.

3.  I t  i s  a  most  cruel  and inhuman s in .  A man who i s  
really in earnest on the subject of relig ion, attaches to his 
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opinions an inf inite importance. They are of more value  
in his eyes and are dearer to his heart than all he possesses  
upon earth. He would not only part with the last farthing  
o f  h i s  proper ty,  but  the  l a s t  drop o f  h i s  blood,  ra ther  
than g ive them up.  He i s  prepared for  mar tyrdom, but  
not  for  apos tacy.  Hi s  sent iment s  may be  er roneous  in  
the opinion of other s ;  but in his  eyes they appear with  
the radiance of  immutable  t r uth:  they may be ent i re ly  
visionary, but they are beheld by him as eternal realities.  
Convince him if  you can, that he is  in er ror : but insult  
h im  no t  w i t h  mocke r y.  Th i s  i s  mo re  c r u e l  t h an  t o  
scof f  a t  the chi ld  which the mother  holds  in her  ar ms  
a n d  p r e s s e s  t o  h e r  h e a r t .  E ve r y  m a n  b e l i eve s  t h a t  
there is a sanctity in his relig ious opinions; he considers  
them a s  a  vo ice  f rom the  exce l l en t  g lo r y,  a  re sponse  
f rom the  heaven ly  orac le ;  the  ver y  word o f  God;  and  
to him it is the desecration of everything sacred, to hear  
them conver ted into matter of unhal lowed scorn. Every  
je s t  tha t  i s  thrown a t  h i s  re l ig ion i s  a  dagger  p ierc ing  
him to the hear t,  and the words of the scorner’s tongue  
a re  sh a r pe r  t h an  d r awn  sword s .  Even  admi t t i ng  th a t  
he  i s  in  e r ror,  and tha t  e r ror  i s  a  de for mi ty  o f  mind,  
de r i s ion  i s  no t  the  way  to  remove  i t ;  and  i s  no t  one  
whit more lawful,  or one whit less  cruel ,  than spor t ing  
wi th  bodi ly  de for mi ty.  P i ty  i t  and cure  i t  i f  you can ,  
bu t  do  no t  l augh  a t  i t .  The  s co f f e r  h a s  no t  the  p i t y  
o f  a  b a rb a r i an  o r  a  b r u t e.  D id  he  bu t  con s i de r  how  
many  the re  a re,  who  amid s t  the  v i c i s s i tude s  and  the  
tr ia l s  of l i fe,  have no ray of consolat ion from any other  
source to f a l l  upon their  drear y path;  no other  shel ter  
f rom the  s t o r ms  o f  t ime ;  no  o the r  hope  am id s t  t h e  
wreck of fortune, than relig ion; would he follow them to  
t he i r  l a s t  re f uge,  and  a t t emp t  t o  d r ive  t hem by  un- 
hallowed scorn even from thence?
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4 .  I t  i s  a  mos t  h a rden ing  v i ce.  I t  ma rk s  a  d re ad fu l  
p rog re s s  i n  the  c a ree r  o f  s i n ,  a  pecu l i a r  bo ldne s s  o f  
iniquity,  and plainly proves that the transg ressor i s  s t i l l  
going forward to g reater  obduracy of  hear t .  That  man  
who can allow himself the liber ty of scoff ing at relig ion,  
a s  a  whole,  or  any  par t  o f  i t ;  e i ther  a t  any  par t i cu l a r  
doctr ine or  any pious  pract ice ;  who can a l low himsel f  
to sneer at the r ighteous, or diver t others with any thing  
p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e i r  c h a r a c t e r  o r  c o n d u c t ,  h a s  a  
consc i ence  which  i s  a l re ady  pa r t i a l l y  benumbed ,  and  
which wil l  soon be seared as  with a hot i ron.  Nothing  
so  rap id ly  hardens  the hear t  a s  th i s ;  nothing c loses  so  
f ast  the avenues of moral perception, nor so completely  
pe t r i f i e s  t he  sp i r i t u a l  s en s i b i l i t i e s .  The  mocke r  w i l l  
s oon  be  p a s t  f e e l i ng .  Ne i the r  t he  t e r ro r s  o f  j u s t i c e,  
nor the loveliness of mercy make any impress ion on his  
hear t :  to  admonish h im i s  near ly  a  hopele s s  t a sk .  The  
s acred wr i te r s  speak o f  a  scor ner  a s  a lmos t  i r rec l a im- 
able.

5 .  B u t  i t s  i m p i e t y  i n  t h e  s i g h t  o f  G o d  s u r p a s s e s  
a l l  d e s c r i p t i on .  Re l i g ion  i s  a t  once  the  p roduc t ion ,  
the  o f f sp r ing  and the  image  o f  Dei ty ;  and to  sco f f  a t  
rel ig ion therefore, is  to scoff at God. When we r idicule  
a volume, we r idicule i t s  author ; when we laugh at the  
features  of  a  por tra i t ,  we contemn the or ig inal ;  and to  
treat either piety or the pious with der ision, is to throw  
our scor n at  the heavens ,  and to insul t  the Deity.  I t  i s  
a  s i n  to  mock  our  f e l l ow-c rea tu re s ;  ou r  pa ren t s ,  f o r  
i n s t a n c e ;  o r  o u r  s ove r e i g n .  A l l  l oya l  m e n  j o i n  i n  
reproba t ing  the  a t t empt  to  b r ing  the  monarch  o f  the  
realm into contempt: to r idicule the vices of a bad king  
would be an offence against the well-being of the state,  
but to hold up to contumely the vir tues of a good one, 
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i s  an outrage upon a l l  loya l ty  and mora l i ty.  How then  
s h a l l  we  s e t  f o r t h  t he  eno r mi t y  o f  s co f f i ng  a t  God .  
Ra sh ,  imp ious ,  and  puny  mor t a l !  c an s t  thou  f ind  no  
other  being to make the object  of  thy contempt ,  than  
Jehovah ?  Go,  s e l e c t  s ome  human  g en i u s  s ub l ime  a s  
Mi l ton;  some phi lo sopher  pro found a s  Newton;  some  
reasoner powerful  as  Bacon; some phi lanthropis t  bene- 
vo l en t  a s  Howard ;  c a l l  up  the  migh t i e s t  o f  the  dead  
f rom the i r  g raves ;  or  go and per for m thy ap i sh  t r i cks  
before their marble sepulchres,  and where the wise and  
the  g re a t ,  and  the  good ,  neve r  s t and  bu t  w i th  mute  
admirat ion and solemn awe, do thou shoot the l ip,  and  
point  the f inger,  and ut ter  words  of  scor n:  th i s  would  
be innocent  and wise  compared with scof f ing a t  God,  
even  a s  he  i s  s een  in  the  p ie ty  o f  the  meane s t  o f  h i s  
s a i n t s .  D i d s t  t hou  eve r  t h i nk  o f  t h e  D iv i n e  Be i ng ?  
Has  one mos t  so lemn thought  o f  h im ever  penet ra ted  
thy soul ?  And wi thout  such thought s ,  what  i s  rea son,  
w h a t  i s  m i n d ,  w h a t  i s  m a n ?  I f  t h o u  h a s t  t h o u g h t  
of God, through what defect or inf atuation of mind, or  
wha t  dep r av i t y  o f  hea r t ,  o r  wha t  s e a redne s s  o f  con- 
science, hast  thou been able to br ing thysel f  to scoff  at  
the  Se l f -ex i s tent ,  Eter na l ,  Omnipotent ,  Omnipresent ,  
Omniscient Spir it, at whose voice the very pil lar s of the  
ea r th  t remble,  and be fore  whom the  ange l s  ve i l  the i r  
f a ce s ,  a s  i f  unab l e  to  look  upon  h i s  a l l  ho ly  b r i gh t - 
n e s s ?  Wo u l d s t  t h o u  h ave  s c o f f e d  h a d s t  t h o u  b e e n  
a t  S ina i ?  ‘ I f  i t  were  a  th ing  we  migh t  be  a l l owed  to  
imag ine, that the Divine Being were to manifest himself  
in  some s t r ik ing  manner,  a s  by  some re sp lendent  ap- 
pearance a t  midnight ,  or  by rekindl ing on an e levated  
moun t a in  the  long-ex t ingu i shed  f i re s  o f  Horeb,  and  
utter ing voices from amidst those f ires, would you r idi-
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cu l e  h im then? ’ Mi s e r ab l e  man !  s top  thy  spo r t ;  f i r s t  
a sk  i f  i t  be  l awfu l  and  s a f e.  Th ink  aga in s t  whom thy  
scof f ing i s  d i rec ted .  Cons ider  the  a t t r ibute s  o f  Dei ty ;  
think of  a l l  hi s  g lor ies  and a l l  hi s  c la ims,  and then ask  
which of them may be innocent ly and safe ly conver ted  
into matter of  buffoonery.  Be instructed that i t  i s  both  
safer and wiser to stand by the crater of a volcano, and  
l augh  a t  the  s t re ams  o f  bur n ing  l ava  a s  they  a re  d i s - 
gorged  upon the  mounta in ;  or  to  p l ace  thyse l f  under  
the cloud surcharged with a thousand thunderbolts ,  and  
l augh  a t  the  fo rked  l i gh tn ing s  a s  they  f l a sh ,  th an  to  
mock at piety;  for this  i s  to mock at God, whose name  
should never be pronounced but with reverence, and the  
most distant thought of whom should never be presented  
to  the  sou l  wi thout  awing i t  a t  once in to the  pos ture  
of devotion.

6 .  I t  i s  a  con t a g i ou s  and  i n j u r i ou s  v i c e .  S co r ne r s  
are the chief instruments of Satan, the promoter s of his  
cause, his most zealous apostles, his most able advocates,  
and  h i s  mos t  succe s s fu l  emi s s a r i e s .  Not  conten t  wi th  
per ishing themselves, their object is  to drag other s into  
the vor tex of their  own ruin. They are a moral  plague,  
the des t ruct ion that  was te th a t  noon-day;  thei r  breath  
i s  pe s t i l en t i a l ,  and they  ca r r y  an  in fec ted  a tmosphere  
about  with them, which mult i tudes  of  the unwary in- 
ha le,  and per i sh .  Of  a l l  charac te r s  on the  f ace  o f  the  
ear th, none is to be more shunned and dreaded than the  
f ace t ious  and wi t ty  man,  who,  by  a  per ver s ion o f  h i s  
ta lent s ,  tur ns  the g i f t s  o f  heaven aga ins t  thei r  Author.  
A per son o f  humour,  pos se s s ing  a  t a lent  for  mimicr y,  
i rony,  and sa t i re,  who employs  h i s  power s  to  r id icu le  
re l i g ion  fo r  the  en te r t a inment  o f  o ther s ,  i s  the  mos t  
dangerous and destructive enemy to moral and rel ig ious 
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f ee l ing ,  tha t  wa lk s  the  ea r th .  Hi s  p ro to type  i s  found  
no where but in the representation which our great bard  
ha s  g iven of  the  ser pent  which tempted Eve.  Of  such  
an  ind iv idua l  beware ;  h i s  name i s  Apo l l yon  ( the  de- 
stroyer).

IV.  Bu t  i t  i s  t ime  now to  con s ide r  the  pun i shment  
of the scorner. It is  not uncommon, I believe, for those  
who are  not  thoroughly  hardened in  the i r  s in ,  to  fee l  
even in this world some compunction of conscience after  
a season of profane rai l lery. Are there, tel l  me, scoffer s,  
no midnight  scenes  o f  te r ror  and se l f - reproach,  when  
your head rests not on your pil low, and your conscience  
sleeps not in your bosom; when the recollection of your  
w i cked  j e s t s  and  p ro f ane  joke s  i s  l i ke  the  s t i ng  o f  a  
s co r p ion?  How wi l l  t h i s  be  i nc re a s ed  on  the  bed  o f  
dea th .  Ah !  the re,  in  sp i t e  o f  your se lve s ,  you  wi l l  be  
ser ious :  fool s  you may l ive,  but  depend upon i t ,  fool s  
you  w i l l  no t  d i e.  Or  i f ,  l i ke  t he  i n f i d e l  Hume,  you  
should go joking through the dark val ley of the shadow  
o f  dea th ,  the  s toppage  o f  your  pu l s e  wi l l  be  the  end  
o f  your  mer r iment  for  ever.  Le t  me pre sent  you wi th  
a  few passages  of  holy wr i t ,  and let  scof fer s  read them  
with attention:

‘ U p o n  t h e  w i c ke d  h e  s h a l l  r a i n  s n a r e s ,  f i r e  a n d  
b r ims tone,  and an  hor r ib le  tempes t :  th i s  sha l l  be  the  
portion of their cup.’

‘How long ,  ye  s imple  ones ,  wi l l  ye  love  s impl ic i ty ?  
and  the  s cor ner s  de l i gh t  in  the i r  s cor n ing ,  and  foo l s  
h a t e  knowledge ?  Tur n  you  a t  my  rep roo f :  beho ld ,  I  
wi l l  pour  out  my Spi r i t  unto you,  I  wi l l  make known  
my  wo rd s  un t o  you .  Be c au s e  I  h ave  c a l l e d ,  a nd  ye  
re f u s ed ;  I  h ave  s t re t ched  ou t  my  hand ,  and  no  man  
reg a rded ;  bu t  ye  h ave  s e t  a t  nough t  a l l  my  coun se l , 
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and would none of my reproof: I also will  laugh at your  
c a l ami ty ;  I  w i l l  mock  when  your  f e a r  cometh :  when  
your  f ea r  cometh  a s  de so l a t ion ,  and your  de s t r uc t ion  
c o m e t h  a s  a  w h i r lw i n d ;  w h e n  d i s t r e s s  a n d  a n g u i s h  
cometh upon you.  Then sha l l  they  ca l l  upon me,  but  
I  wi l l  no t  an swer ;  they  sha l l  s eek  me ea r l y,  bu t  they  
sha l l  not  f ind me;  for  that  they hated knowledge,  and  
did not choose the fear  of  the Lord.  They would none  
o f  my counse l :  they  de sp i s ed  a l l  my  rep roo f .  There- 
fore  sha l l  they  ea t  o f  the  f r u i t  o f  the i r  own way,  and  
be filled with their own devices.’

‘ S u r e l y  h e  s c o r n e t h  t h e  s c o r n e r s ;  bu t  h e  g i ve t h  
grace unto the lowly.’

‘ Ju dgmen t s  a re  p re p a red  f o r  s c o r n e r s ,  a nd  s t r i p e s  
for the back of fools.’

‘Where fo re  hea r  the  word  o f  the  Lord ,  ye  s co r n fu l  
men,  tha t  r u le  th i s  people  which i s  in  Je rusa lem.  Be- 
c au s e  ye  h ave  s a i d ,  We  h ave  made  a  coven an t  w i t h  
dea th ,  and  wi th  he l l  a re  we  a t  ag reement ;  when  the  
ove r f l ow ing  s cou rge  s h a l l  p a s s  t h rough ,  i t  s h a l l  no t  
come unto  us :  fo r  we have  made l i e s  our  re fuge,  and  
under falsehood have we hid ourselves.’

D o  yo u  w i s h  t o  k n ow  w h a t  i s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e s e  
f e a r f u l  d enunc i a t i on s ?  I t  i s  no t  i n  my  powe r  c om- 
p l e t e l y  to  un fo ld  them,  o r  to  t e l l  how ang r y  God i s  
with such per sons now, and how heavi ly he wil l  inf l ict  
h i s  w r a t h  h e r e a f t e r .  B u t  t h i s  m u c h  I  c a n  s ay :  a l l  
tha t  i s  conta ined in  tha t  fea r fu l ly  comprehens ive,  but  
commonly  abu sed  word ,  he l l ;  the  wra th  o f  God ,  re - 
m o r s e  o f  c o n s c i e n c e ,  a n d  e t e r n a l  d e s p a i r ,  a r e  t h e  
c h i e f  i n g re d i e n t s  o f  t h i s  c up  o f  t o r men t .  I  c a n n o t  
conceive of  any character  wi th whom Jehovah wi l l  be  
s o  aw f u l l y  s eve re  a s  t h e  s c o f f e r ;  h i s  i s  t h e  l o f t i e s t 
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h e i gh t  o f  v i c e ,  a nd  h i s  w i l l  b e  t h e  l owe s t  d ep th  o f  
puni shment .  God’s  pa t ience  in  bear ing wi th  such im- 
pious creatures i s  wonderful ;  and his  just ice in punish- 
i ng  t hem w i l l  b e  i n  p ropo r t i on .  Oh !  l e t  me  be  any  
th ing  in  the  day  o f  judgement ,  r a ther  than  a  s co f f e r.  
He  w i l l  b e  no  mocke r  then .  No.  I  s e e  h im hang ing  
down h i s  head  l ike  a  bu l r u sh ;  the  haught ine s s  o f  h i s  
sp i r i t  a l l  gone;  t rembl ing wi th cons ter nat ion and d i s- 
may,  he s tands the object  of  divine scor n and indigna- 
t ion. His wit ,  his  i rony, his  mimicry, avai l  him nothing  
the re.  He cannot  p l ay  the  bu f foon amid s t  the  f ea r fu l  
s o l emn i t i e s  o f  t he  l a s t  j udgemen t .  Oh  no ;  t he  poo r  
trembling creature f inds seeing God a f ar different thing  
f rom s p e ak ing  o f  h im .  He  i s  now a t  t h e  b a r  o f  t h e  
Judge of  the  whole  ear th ,  wai t ing h i s  e ter na l  des t iny,  
wi th  cer ta in  and dreadfu l  pre sages  o f  what  i t  wi l l  be.  
He is  no longer sur rounded with a circle of applauding  
a ud i t o r s ,  who  l a ugh  a t  h i s  w i t ;  h e  no  l onge r  h e a r s  
the inspir ing chorus  of  fo l ly ;  ins tead,  he i s  before the  
t r ibunal  of  the God whom he insul ted:  on one s ide he  
sees  the men looking on him with hor ror,  whose ruin  
he accelerated by his scoffs ;  and, on the other, the holy  
objec t s  on whom hi s  scor n was  vented.  Aye,  and how  
i s  he  con founded  a t  t he  l a t t e r.  ‘Eve r y  th ing  i n  th a t  
day  wi l l  combine to  f i l l  h im wi th  cons te r na t ion;  ye t ,  
methinks ,  ne i ther  the  voice  o f  the  a rchange l ,  nor  the  
trump of God, nor the dissolution of the elements,  nor  
the  f a ce  o f  the  Judge  i t s e l f ,  f rom which  the  heaven s  
w i l l  f l e e  away,  w i l l  b e  so  d i smay ing  and  t e r r i b l e ’ a s  
the  s i gh t  o f  the  s a in t s  o f  the  mos t  h igh  God ,  whom  
h av i ng  s pu r ned ,  r i d i cu l ed ,  a nd  mocked  i n  t h e  d ay s  
of  their  humil ia t ion,  he wi l l  then behold with amaze- 
ment ,  uni ted wi th the i r  Lord,  covered wi th h i s  g lor y, 
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and seated upon his  throne. How wil l  he be astonished  
to  see  them encompas sed wi th so  much majes ty.  How  
wi l l  he cas t  down his  eyes  in their  presence.  How wil l  
he curse his folly in treating them with so much r idicule,  
and forming such an inadequate idea of their pr inciples  
and o f  the i r  charac ter.  ‘Then sha l l  the  r ighteous  man  
s tand in g reat  boldness  before the f ace of  such as  have  
a f f l i c t e d  h im ,  and  made  no  a c coun t  o f  h i s  l a bou r s .  
When they see i t ,  they sha l l  be t roubled with ter r ible  
f e a r ,  a nd  s h a l l  b e  ama z ed  a t  t h e  s t r a n g ene s s  o f  h i s  
s a lva t ion,  so  f a r  beyond a l l  tha t  they looked for.  And  
they, repenting and g roaning for anguish of spir i t ,  shal l  
say within themselves, This was he whom we had some- 
t imes in der i s ion,  and a proverb of  reproach:  We fools  
accounted hi s  l i fe  madness ,  and hi s  end to be without  
honour :  How i s  he  numbered  among the  ch i ld ren  o f  
G o d ,  a n d  h i s  l o t  i s  a m o n g  t h e  s a i n t s .’ Wi s d o m  5 : 
1–5 (Apocrypha).

And then,  who sha l l  te l l  the secret s  of  hi s  pr i son,  or  
conceive of  what  the scor ner  sha l l  endure in  the dark  
wor ld  o f  he l l .  There  wi l l  be  no  s a in t  nea r  h im there  
on whom to utter the effusions of his r idicule; no piety  
sha l l  there  o f fend h i s  eye s ;  f a r  a s  heaven i s  f rom he l l  
sha l l  these  be removed out  of  h i s  way.  He has  only to  
wa i t  a  l i t t l e  longer  t i l l  he  ha s  reached the  des t iny  on  
which his cr ime is  impell ing him, and he wil l  inhabit a  
wor ld  where  the  ha ted ,  per secuted for m of  p ie ty  wi l l  
t r o u b l e  h i m  n o  l o n g e r .  W i l l  h e  a s s u a g e  h i s  ow n  
agonie s ,  or  d iver t  the  companions  o f  h i s  mi se r y  wi th  
mer r y jokes upon the sa ints?  Not one f la sh of  wit  wi l l  
f o r  a  momen t  re l i eve  the  d a rkne s s  o f  e t e r n a l  n i gh t ;  
not one sal ly of humour resist  the oppression of eternal  
despair.  Hel l  wi l l  be no longer a  subject  of  mer r iment 



412	 works of john angell james volume i�

when  i t s  t o r men t s  a re  re a l l y  f e l t ;  t h e  bu r n ing  l a ke,  
when the  sou l  i s  p lunged in  i t s  f i e r y  b i l lows ,  wi l l  be  
found something else and something worse than a mere  
scene of  diver s ion for a  wretched imag inat ion to spor t  
i n ;  and  dev i l s ,  when  the  s p i r i t  i s  s ub j e c t ed  to  the i r  
t y r a n ny,  a s  t o r m e n t o r s ,  w i l l  b e  n o  l o n g e r  i m a g e s  
of recreation.

In  the  bo t tomle s s  p i t  the  s co r ne r  sha l l  l e a r n ,  i f  he  
lea r n not  be fore,  tha t  there  i s  t r u th in  the  Bible,  and  
re a l i t y  i n  re l i g ion .  Poor  c re a tu re !  w i l l  he  then  s e ek  
re l ie f  f rom present  remor se  in  looking back upon the  
s c e n e s  o f  h i s  p a s t  l i f e !  A l a s !  a l a s !  t h o s e  s c e n e s  a r e  
the  ver y  source s  o f  h i s  angui sh .  Yes ,  the  reco l l ec t ion  
of those jests ,  and witt icisms, drol ler ies,  and anecdotes,  
intended to make piety appear r idiculous, and the saints  
to appear contemptible, will f ill him with torture a thou- 
sand t imes more intolerable than the venom of ser pents  
a nd  t h e  s t i n g s  o f  s c o r p i on s .  Oh ,  f o r  s ome  Le t h e an  
draught to enable him to forget the past, and to conver t  
i t  into a  drear y blank.  But even thi s  would be insuf f i- 
cient, while near him were the miserable ghosts of those  
whom his scoff ing helped on to perdition. Will they in- 
spire him there with their shouts of applause? wil l  they  
there remind him of the diver s ion he af forded them in  
t he i r  conv iv i a l  hou r s ,  when  he  made  them,  in  s p i t e  
o f  the i r  own conv ic t ion s  o f  i t s  w ickedne s s ,  l augh  a t  
re l i g ion?  wi l l  they  honour  h im a s  the  be s t  wi t  in  a l l  
the gloomy reg ions of eter nal  night;  what when he has  
been acces sor y  to  the i r  damnat ion?  No;  but  they wi l l  
be l ike the subalterns and infer ior s of a band of traitor s  
beneath the f a ta l  t ree,  who,  ins tead of  applauding the  
courage of  their  r ingleader as  they once did,  load him  
with imprecations, and, with their last breath, cur se the  
author of their ruin.
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Scor ner,  beware,  thou ar t  p lay ing a  despera te  game;  
thy soul is  the stake, thy loss is  cer tain, hel l  wil l  be the  
con s equence.  The  ob j e c t s  o f  t hy  a t t a ck  a re  open  to  
conv ic t ion ,  but  a re  invu lnerable  to  s cor n .  They  have  
no prejudice which for tif ies them against argument; but  
aga in s t  the  sha f t s  o f  r id icu le  they  a re  a r med a t  ever y  
po int ,  and ca lmly  and s i l en t ly  l eav ing  you to  exhaus t  
you r  qu ive r  o f  i t s  l a s t  a r row,  w i l l  l e t  you r  h a r m le s s  
weapons publish your defeat,  and then, amidst the con- 
sc iousness  of  innocence and of  v ic tor y,  content  them- 
selves with saying, ‘Father, forg ive them, for they know  
not what they do.’

By  way  o f  improvemen t ,  1.  ‘Le t  no  man  th ink  the  
worse of rel ig ion, or any of i ts  doctr ines, because some  
a re  so  bo ld  a s  to  de sp i se  them;  fo r  ’t i s  no  d i spa rage- 
ment to any per son or thing to be laughed at ;  but only  
to deserve to be so. The most g rave and ser ious matter s  
in the world are l iable to be abused.’ ‘A shar p wit  may  
f ind something in the wisest or holiest man, whereby to  
expose him to the contempt of injudicious people. The  
g raves t  book that  ever  was  wr i t ten may be made r id i- 
culous by applying the sayings of it to a foolish purpose.  
A je s t  may be obtruded upon anything;  and therefore,  
no man ought to have the less reverence for the pr inci- 
ples of relig ion, because profane wits can cast jokes upon  
t hem.  No th ing  i s  more  e a s y  t h an  t o  t ake  p a r t i cu l a r  
ph r a s e s  and  exp re s s i on s  ou t  o f  t he  be s t  book  in  the  
world, and to abuse them by forcing an odd and r idicu- 
lou s  s en se  upon them.  But  no  wi se  man wi l l  th ink  a  
good  book  foo l i sh  fo r  th i s  re a son ,  bu t  the  man  tha t  
abuseth it ;  nor wil l  he esteem that to which everything  
i s  l i ab l e,  to  be  a  ju s t  excep t ion  aga in s t  any th ing .  At  
t h i s  r a t e  we  mu s t  d e s p i s e  a l l  t h i ng s ;  bu t  s u re l y  t h e 
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better and the shorter way is to despise those who would  
br ing anything worthy into contempt.’*

2.  I  sha l l  lay down some means of  secur ing our se lves  
and  ou r  re l i g i on  a g a i n s t  t h e  a t t a ck s  o f  t h e  s co r ne r.  
The  f i r s t  tha t  I  would  recommend i s ,  an  en l igh tened  
and  en l a rged  acqua in t ance  wi th  the  ev idence s  o f  the  
truth of  revealed re l ig ion, and of those par t icular  doc- 
t r ine s ,  du t ie s ,  and  prac t i ce s  which  we be l i eve  tha t  i t  
con t a in s .  No  man  i s  more  l i ke l y  to  be  a t t a cked  and  
vanqui shed by scor n ,  than he  who has  der ived a l l  h i s  
relig ion from imitation, and holds nothing by conviction.  
Our hope can then only be an anchor to the soul when  
i t  i s  held f as t  by the cable of  convict ion: thi s  only can  
keep  u s  s a f e  amid s t  the  w ind s  o f  f a l s e  doc t r ine,  the  
gust s  of  r idicule,  and the rag ing tempest s  of  inf idel i ty.  
Let us feel the force of the evidence by which rel ig ious  
truth is commended to our judgement, and exper ience a  
deep impression of i t  upon the hear t,  and we shal l  then  
be defended against  the craft  of sophistr y and the st ing  
o f  l aughter.  The scor ner  a t t acks  in  va in  the man who  
knows the truth in the love of  i t ,  and i s  able to g ive a  
reason with meekness for the hope that is in him.

Le t  u s  s e ek  t h a t  c ou r a g e  and  d e c i s i on  wh i ch  w i l l  
enable us unblushingly to avow our attachment to rel i- 
g ion, or to any of i t s  opinions or pract ices ,  in the f ace  
e i ther  o f  r id icu le  or  rage.  There  i s  a  d i spos i t ion,  and  
it is both an enviable and a useful one, which the apostle  
c a l l s  ‘ bo l dne s s  i n  t h e  f a i t h .’ My  b re th ren ,  a dop t  no  
sent iment t i l l  you have examined i t .  Try everything by  
Scr ipture :  ‘examine a l l  th ings ,  and then hold f a s t  that  
which  i s  good .’ Be  sure  tha t  the  sh ie ld  o f  f a i th  i s  on  
your left  arm, and the sword of the spir i t  in your r ight 

*	 See Archbishop Tillotson’s Sermon on Scoffing at Religion.
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hand ,  and  then  w i thou t  a  b lu sh  o r  a  f e a r,  avow the  
n ame  o f  you r  g re a t  Cap t a i n ;  r a i s e  t h e  b a t t l e  c r y  o f  
your cause,  s tand by your colour s ,  and bid def iance to  
yo u r  e n e m i e s .  S ay,  l i ke  N e h e m i a h  i n  r e p l y  t o  t h e  
th rea t s  o f  h i s  enemie s ,  ‘Shou ld  such  a  man a s  I  f l ee.’  
Ne i t h e r  c rouch  i n  a b j e c t  s ubm i s s i on  t o  any  human  
author ity, nor creep in s i lent fear of any human rage or  
s co r n .  S ay  in  the  l anguage  o f  ou r  e loquen t  e s s ay i s t ,  
‘Th i s  i s  my conv ic t ion  and  de te r mina t ion ,  a s  fo r  the  
phantoms o f  f ea r,  l e t  me look them in  the  f ace ;  they  
wi l l  f ind I  am not made of  t rembling mater ia l s ;  I  sha l l  
f i r m ly  con f ron t  eve r y th ing  th a t  t h re a t en s  me  in  the  
prosecution of  my purpose,  and I  am prepared to meet  
the  consequences  o f  i t  when i t  i s  accompl i shed.  I  am  
supe r io r  t o  op in ion .  I  am no t  t o  be  i n t im ida t ed  by  
reproaches,  nor would your f avour and applause be any  
reward  fo r  the  s ac r i f i ce  o f  my ob jec t .  As  you can  do  
w i thou t  my  approba t ion ,  I  c an  ce r t a in l y  do  wi thou t  
you r s ;  i t  i s  enough  t h a t  I  c an  app rove  my s e l f ;  i t  i s  
enough that I  can appeal  to the best  author i ty in crea- 
t i o n .  I  h ave  s o m e t h i n g  e l s e  t o  d o  t h a n  t o  t ro u b l e  
my s e l f  a b o u t  yo u r  m i r t h .  I  c a r e  n o t  i f  t h e  w h o l e  
ne ighbourhood  l augh  in  a  chor u s ;  I  shou ld  be  so r r y  
indeed to see or hear such a number of fools, but pleased  
enough to f ind that they did not consider me one of their  
number.  Amuse themse lves  a s  they may by cont inuing  
t o  c e n s u re  o r  t o  r a i l ,  I  mu s t  c o n t i nu e  t o  a c t .’ M y  
brethren, thus act under the ter ror s of that fearful  pas- 
sage, ‘Whosoever therefore shal l  be ashamed of me and  
o f  my words  in  th i s  adu l te rous  and s in fu l  genera t ion ;  
of  him al so shal l  the Son of man be ashamed, when he  
cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.’

Cu l t iva t e  a l l  t h e  d i s po s i t i on s ,  and  p r a c t i c e  a l l  t h e 
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du t i e s  o f  a  ho ly  l i f e.  I t  i s  an  inven t ion  and  t r i ck  o f  
inf idelity, too shallow however to impose upon the mind  
of  a thinking man, to make rel ig ion answerable for the  
vices which have been committed by its f alse professor s,  
and to reproach whole sys tems of  opinions ,  and whole  
bodies of bel iever s ,  with the misconduct of a few indi- 
v i d u a l s .  Awa r e  h ow  l i t t l e  c a n  b e  s a i d  a g a i n s t  t h e  
evidences of Chr istianity, the spir it of er ror has tr ied to  
ra i se  an argument f rom the vices  of  i t s  profes sor s ;  and  
in this  i t  must be at  once confessed and lamented, that  
i t  h a s  been  bu t  too  succe s s fu l .  The  ma te r i a l s  o f  the  
argument have been too readi ly  found,  and over  those  
who wished to be convinced that relig ion was all a tr ick,  
the sophism has been too eas i ly victor ious.  Let us then  
depr ive the scor ner of  thi s  hi s  only weapon, and dr ive  
him from this  hi s  la s t  resource.  Let  us  exhibi t  Chr i s t i- 
anity in its constituent par ts, as made up of love to God  
and  love  to  man ;  in  a l l  i t s  s ymmet r y  and  beau ty  and  
force,  as  compr is ing ‘whatsoever things are true, what- 
soeve r  th ing s  a re  hone s t ,  wha t soeve r  th ing s  a re  ju s t ,  
whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely,  
wha t s o eve r  t h i ng s  a re  o f  good  repo r t .’ L e t  u s  l e ave  
no ground of objection, no matter of reproach, but what  
shal l  be found in us touching the law of our God. Like  
an unclouded sun, shining for th in a c lear atmosphere,  
l e t  our  re l ig ion be  seen ,  ne i ther  ve i l ed  by  a  c loud o f  
s u s p i c i on ,  no r  d immed  by  a  m i s t  o f  impe r f e c t i on s .  
To the scof f s  o f  the scor ner  le t  us  present  a  blameles s  
character,  a holy l i fe,  and it  shal l  be l ike a man’s oppo- 
s ing a shie ld of  brass  to a ser pent,  at  which the rept i le  
may his s ,  but in which he can f ind no entrance,  e i ther  
for his venom or his tooth.

‘Le t  not  r id icu le  in t r ude  i t se l f  in to  mat te r s  o f  con-
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t rover sy  betwixt  Chr i s t i ans  themse lves ,  a s  i t  seems to  
car ry in it a spir it  directly contrary to the relig ion they  
profess; as it lays both par ties open to the scoffs of their  
common enemies ;  and a s  i t  can only show at  l a s t ,  not  
which has the most r ighteous cause,  but which has the  
ke ene s t  p en .  Expe r i en c e  may  t e a ch  u s  s ome  o f  t h e  
mi sch ie f s  o f  th i s  p rac t i ce,  fo r  in s t ance s  may be  g iven  
w h e re i n  m e n  h ave  s e t  o u t  i n  a  d i s p u t e  o n  m a t t e r s  
of  impor tance,  and have seemed to promise much suc- 
cess therein from their debates, while they were confined  
to  a rgument  and d i rec ted  by  modera t ion ;  t i l l  r a i l l e r y  
and r idicule having supplanted reasoning,  the point  in  
que s t i on  wa s  no  l onge r  i n  v i ew ;  wha t  wa s  b e fo re  a  
fr iendly contest for truth became a spiteful tr ial for wit,  
and from a difference of opinion, grew an ir reconcileable  
hatred in the hear t .  So much more l ikely i s  r idicule to  
perpetuate quarrels, than to decide a dispute.’

Let us beware of  indulg ing the most dis tant approach  
to this  impious and injur ious pract ice in our socia l  in- 
tercour se,  our  habi tua l  conver sa t ion,  and our  remarks  
upon each other.  Let  us  cher i sh to the utter most  ‘ that  
awe which war ns  us  how we touch a  holy  th ing.’ The  
name of God should never be uttered but with reverence.  
Rel ig ion should never be introduced but with respect .  
A l ight  and a  f r ivo lous  manner  o f  speak ing  on sac red  
subjects  i s  very cr iminal ;  how much more that  prof ane  
pract ice of  adapt ing the inspired language of  Scr ipture  
t o  t h e  o rd i n a r y  o c cu r re n c e s  o f  l i f e .  A  Ma h o me t a n  
n eve r  p i c k s  up  by  ch an c e  a  f r a gmen t  o f  t h e  Ko r an  
wi thout  marks  o f  reverent  re spect ;  and yet  some pro- 
fess ing Chr is t ians employ the words of  the Holy Ghost  
to  season a  je s t  or  g ive smar tnes s  to repar tee.  I f  there  
be any truth in rel ig ion, i t  i s  the most solemn thing in 
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the  wor ld ;  and a s  such le t  i t  be  t rea ted ,  e spec ia l ly  by  
those who profess  to know it s  nature and submit to i t s  
claims.

3 .  I f  we  eve r  f i n d  i t  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  wa rd  o f f  t h e  
at tacks of scorn, and to aver t  the scoff s  of  the prof ane,  
then le t  us  bear  them with unruf f led  meeknes s .  Con- 
s ider  tha t  no new temptat ion has  happened to you.  I t  
has been the lot of the r ighteous in every age to be the  
butt  of  r id icule to the wicked.  ‘ I  am become the song  
o f  t h e  d r unka rd ’ ,  s a i d  Job.  ‘Thou  make s t  u s ,’ c om- 
p la ined the  Psa lmi s t ,  ‘ a  bye  word to  the  hea then.  We  
are become a reproach and a der i s ion to them who are  
ro u n d  a b o u t  u s .’ T h e  a p o s t l e  t e l l s  u s  o f  s o m e  t h a t  
‘ endured t r i a l s  o f  c r ue l  mockings .’ Ter tu l l i an  in for ms  
us that in his t ime the heathens painted the God of the  
Chr ist ians with the most g rotesque emblems, to s ignify  
t h a t  t hough  t h ey  p re t ended  t o  l e a r n i n g ,  t h ey  we re  
i l l i tera te  and s i l ly  people.  But  why speak I  of  the ser- 
vants, when the Master himself could aff irm, ‘Reproach  
h a t h  b ro ke n  my  h e a r t .’ H e  ‘ w h o  wa s  i n  t h e  f o r m  
o f  God and  thought  i t  no t  robber y  to  be  equa l  wi th  
God’ ,  was  t rea ted in the days  of  h i s  incar nat ion,  wi th  
every species and every degree of impious der ision. They  
spat in his  f ace,  they clothed him with badges of mock  
roya l t y,  they  pu t  in to  h i s  hand s  a  reed  fo r  a  s cep t re,  
and placed a crown of thorns upon his head, in mockery  
o f  h i s  c l a ims to  a  d iadem: and sure ly  one s ight  o f  the  
Man of Sor rows, as he appeared in the hal l  of Pilate, or  
on the  h i l l  o f  Ca lvar y,  i s  enough to  make a  Chr i s t i an  
wil l ing to become, in a good cause,  the laughing stock  
of  the wor ld .  I f  then,  for  the sake of  re l ig ion you are  
exposed to thi s  honourable  t r ia l ,  bear  i t  pat ient ly ;  re- 
tur n not ra i l ing for ra i l ing.  Impatience,  petulance,  and 
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vexa t ion ,  on ly  encourage  the  s co f f e r  to  cont inue  h i s  
a t t ack s .  Noth ing  wi l l  c au se  h im so  soon to  cea se  h i s  
r a i l l e r y,  a s  t o  pe rce ive  th a t  you  a re  in s en s ib l e  to  i t .  
‘ I t  i s  an  admirable  th ing ,  when by heroic  for t i tude,  a  
man i s  able  to  su s t a in  the  looks  o f  scor n  or  an  unre- 
s t ra ined shower of  taunt s  and jeer s  wi th per fec t  com- 
posure, who shall immediately after, or at the very time,  
proceed on the business which provokes al l  the r idicule.  
Thi s  inv inc ib i l i ty  o f  temper  wi l l  o f ten make even the  
scoffer s themselves t ired of the spor t; they beg in to feel  
that against such a man, it  i s  a poor kind of hosti l i ty to  
l augh:  for  there  i s  nothing people  a re  more mor t i f ied  
to spend in vain than their scorn.’

Consider i t ,  as  you wel l  may, your honour to be thus  
per secuted for  r ighteousness  sake:  next  to the admira- 
tion of the wise and the good, the r ichest laurel that can  
adorn your brow is the scorn of fools. The praise of the  
wicked i s  censure and thei r  sa t i re  pra i se.  Ever y feeble  
mind can scoff ,  but only the wise man can bear i t  well .  
I t  wa s  a  s ay ing  o f  Chr y so s tom’s ,  t h a t  t he  s co r ne r  i s  
below a man, but the man who bear s  scorn pat ient ly i s  
e qua l  t o  an  ange l .  I n s t e ad  o f  i ndu l g i ng  i n  revenge,  
exercise forg iveness: you have reason rather to be g rate- 
fu l  to the scof fer,  than to be ang r y with him: hi s  foul  
brea th ,  though i t  seem to  t a r n i sh  your  reputa t ion for  
awh i l e ,  ye t  b e i ng  g en t l y  r ubbed  o f f  by  t h e  h and  o f  
char i ty,  sha l l  on ly  prepare  i t  for  a  br ighter  lu s t re.  He  
h a s  b rough t  you  a l re ady  unde r  t he  i n f l u ence  o f  t h e  
bea t i tude,  ‘B le s sed  a re  they  which a re  per secuted  for  
r ighteousness’ sake: for their s is the kingdom of heaven.  
Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute  
you, and shal l  say al l  manner of evi l  against you f alsely,  
a n d  f o r  my  s a ke .’ A n d  i t  s h a l l  b e  p rove d  h e re a f t e r 
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that he was the occasion of adding one more gem to the  
crown of glory which shal l  adorn your brows with un- 
f a d i ng  honou r.  P i t y  h im ,  f o r  h e  i s  i nde ed  mo re  an  
ob j ec t  o f  your  p i t y  than  o f  your  con tempt .  P r ay  fo r  
h im,  for  none more needs  your  prayer s .  Te l l  h im that  
i f  he want bread you wil l  feed him; i f  he be naked you  
wi l l  c lothe him; i f  s ick you wi l l  minis ter  to him; i f  in  
pr i son you wil l  vi s i t  him; and that i f  there should be a  
moment when his conscience shal l  awake from its s lum- 
bers, and the pang of remorse shall be felt in his bosom,  
you wil l  hasten to the scene of his  contr it ion, with the  
consolations of the Gospel;  that you wil l  be the f ir st  to  
t h ank  God  f o r  h i s  conve r s i on ,  and  t o  h a i l  h im  a s  a  
brother.

Thus  prove to  the  scof fe r  tha t  the  re l ig ion which i s  
the object  of  hi s  contempt has  a t  leas t  the excel lence,  
t h a t  i t  s ubdue s  t he  tu rbu l en t  and  i r a s c i b l e  p a s s i on s ,  
t eaches  i t s  pos se s sor  not  on ly  to  p i ty  sor rows ,  but  to  
f o rg ive  in iqu i t i e s  p r a c t i s ed  ag a in s t  h imse l f ,  and  im- 
p l an t s  the  god l i ke  d i spo s i t i on  o f  re tu r n ing  good  fo r  
evil.


