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Honour’d Sir,

SI N C E  y o u  h a v e  i n f o r m ’d  m e ,  t h e r e 
w i l l  b e  a  M o t i o n  i n  yo u r  H o u s e ,  f o r 
t h e  R e p e a l i n g  t h e  O c c a s i o n a l  C o n f o r m - 
i t y  a n d  S c h i s m  A c t s ,  a n d  d e s i r ’d  m y 

T h o u g h t s  o n  t h a t  S u b j e c t ;  I  h e r e  s e n d  ’ e m 
you  w i t h  my  won t ed  F re edom ;  hop i ng ,  t h a t 
i f  I  s hou l d  no t  b e  s o  h appy,  a s  i n  a l l  t h i ng s 
to  f a l l  i n  w i th  your  Sen t imen t s ,  you  wi l l  ye t 
be so good as  to forg ive,  one whom you know 
t o  b e  a n  h e a r t y  L o v e r  o f  h i s  K i n g  a n d 
Country.

I  am  s u c h  a  f r i e n d  t o  t h i s  D e s i g n ,  t h a t 
I  h o p e  t h e  M o t i o n  w i l l  b e  m a d e ,  by  s o m e 
Gen t l eman  t h a t  h a s  d i s t i n gu i s h ’d  h im s e l f  by 
h i s  Z e a l  f o r  K i n g  G e org e ,  a n d  h i s  F a m i l y, 
and  s uppo r t ed  by  Pe r son s  o f  a pp roved  Mer i t 
and  In t eg r i t y ;  and  t h a t  t h e  Even t  w i l l  s h ew, 
t h a t  t hey  th a t  a re  emba rked  i n  i t ,  i n s t e ad  o f 
manag in g  a t  s i xe s  and  s e ven s ,  have  a  good  Ma- 
j o r i t y  a t  t he i r  b a ck :  And  then ,  I  am o f  op i -
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n ion ,  i t  w i l l  b e  t he  g re a t e s t  S t roke  t he  P re - 
t ender ’s  In te re s t  ha s  met  wi th ,  s ince  the  pa s - 
sing the Septennial Bill.

I  k n ow  yo u  t o o  we l l ,  t o  i m a g i n e ,  t h a t  i n 
a b e t t i n g  t h i s  D e s i g n ,  yo u  a i m  a t  a ny  t h i n g 
b u t  s e r v i n g  t h e  G ove r n m e n t .  Yo u  a r e  n o t 
l i k e l y  t o  b e  c h a r g ’d  w i t h  Pa r t i a l i t y  t o  t h e 
D i s s e n t e r s .  N o r  c a n  I  s e e ,  i f  t h ey  a r e  c o n - 
s i d e r ’d  a s  a  Pa r t y,  t h ey  a re  l i ke l y  t o  b e  a ny 
g re a t  G a i n e r s ,  i f  yo u  c a r r y  yo u r  Po i n t ;  b e - 
cause  the Church wi l l  s t i l l  have the g rea t  P la- 
c e s  o f  H o n o u r ,  Tr u s t ,  a n d  P ro f i t ,  d i s p o s ’d 
a m o n g  h e r  M e m b e r s :  A n d  ye t ,  I  mu s t  c o n - 
fe s s ,  I  cannot  see  any so l id  Reason,  why they, 
who  a re  we l l  known to  be  hea r t y  F r i end s  o f 
t h e  Gove r nmen t ,  s hou l d  b e  kep t  a ny  l ong e r 
under Marks of Infamy and Contempt.

Ti m e  wa s  i n d e e d ,  w h e n  t h e y  we r e  g e n e - 
r a l l y  r un  down a s  Enemie s  to  Mona rchy,  and 
o f  R e b e l l i o u s  P r i n c i p l e s ;  a n d  t h e r e  wa s  a 
t u r n  t o  b e  s e r v ’d  by  t h e  t h u s  r e p r e s e n t i n g 
t h e m ,  t h a t  wa s  n o t  mu c h  t o  t h e  A d va n t a g e 
of  the  Nat ion,  e i ther  in  i t s  Civ i l  or  Rel ig ious 
I n t e re s t :  Bu t  i t  wou l d  no t  b e  s o  d e c en t  f o r 
tha t  Cr y  to  be  now rev iv ’d ,  a f te r  the i r  hav ing 
d i s cover ’d  so  cons t an t  and  s t eady  a  Regard  to 
the  p re s en t  E s t ab l i shmen t ,  and  a f t e r  Hi s  Ma- 
j e s ty,  in  h i s  Answer  to  the i r  l a t e  Addre s s ,  ha s 
d o n e  t h e m  t h e  H o n o u r  t o  d e c l a r e  h i m s e l f 
f u l l y  c o n v i n c ’d  o f  t h e  L oya l t y  a n d  Z e a l  o f  t h e 
Protestant Dissenters.
	�  What
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What  I  h a v e  t h e r e f o r e  t o  o f f e r  i s  o n l y 
th i s .  Tha t  the  Repea l  o f  the s e  Ac t s  i s  h i gh ly 
r e a s o n a b l e  i n  i t  s e l f ,  a n d  w i l l  b e  mu c h  f o r 
t h e  S e r v i c e  o f  K ing  Geo r g e  a nd  h i s  Gove r n - 
ment.

I  t a ke  t h i s  Repe a l  t o  b e  h i gh l y  re a s on ab l e 
u p o n  m a n y  A c c o u n t s .  T h e  O c c a s i o n a l 
d i d  n o t  p a s s ,  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  o f t e n  r e j e c t e d . 
I t  me t  w i t h  g re a t  oppo s i t i on ,  no t  on l y  f rom 
m a ny  wo r t hy  M e m b e r s  o f  yo u r  H o u s e ,  bu t 
a l s o  f ro m  m a ny  n o b l e  P ro t e s t a n t  Pe e r s ,  a n d 
m a n y  o f  t h e  B e n c h  o f  B i s h o p s  t o o .  T h i s , 
t o  m e ,  l o o k s  a s  i f  i t  wa s  a g a i n s t  t h e  t r u e 
G e n i u s  a n d  I n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  N a t i o n .  A n d  i t s 
p a s s i n g  a t  l a s t ,  wa s  ow ing  t o  a  v i o l en t  To r - 
r e n t ,  t h a t  t h r e w  d o w n  a l l  b e f o r e  i t  t h a t 
s tood in  the way of  the  Des igns  then on foot , 
f o r  i n t ro d u c i n g  a  Po p i s h  P r e t e n d e r  t o  t h e 
C r o w n .  A n d  t h o ’  s o m e  w h o  h a d  b e f o r e 
zea lous ly  oppos ’d  i t ,  d id  then seeming ly  com- 
p l y  w i t h  w ha t  i t  wa s  no t  i n  t h e i r  p owe r  t o 
h inder,  ye t  ’t i s  we l l  known they had not  done 
tha t ,  had i t  not  been wi th  a  prospect  o f  ga in- 
i n g  a n  I n t e r e s t  by  i t ,  t o  o p p o s e  t h o s e  D e - 
s i g n s ;  wh i ch  I n t e re s t  p rov ’d  no t  s o  va l u a b l e 
as they expected.

N o r  s h o u l d  i t  b e  f o r g o t t e n  w h a t  v i g o - 
rou s  E f fo r t s  we re  made  wi thou t  door s  (wh i l e 
t h i s  m a t t e r  wa s  d e p e n d i n g )  b y  L e s l e y ,  a n d 
o ther  such  fur ious  Nonjuror s ,  pure ly  to  se r ve 
t h e  C h u r c h ;  m e a n i n g ,  a l l  t h e  w h i l e ,  t h e
	�  Church
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Chu rch  o f  t h e  Su f f r a g an  o f  The t f o t d ;  wh i ch , 
i f  i t  ha s  any  rea l  S t rength ,  owes  i t  ve r y  much 
to this Act.

I  cou l d  w i sh  Gen t l emen  wou ld  a l s o  con s i - 
d e r ,  w h o  t h e y  w e r e  i n  y o u r  H o u s e  t h a t 
b ro u g h t  i n  t h i s  B i l l ,  a n d  a r g u ’d  f o r  i t ,  a n d 
we r e  s o  v a s t l y  f o n d  o n ’t ,  a s ,  i n  a  c r i t i c a l 
Jun c t u re ,  t o  r un  t h e  h a z a rd  o f  t h e  c ommon 
S a f e t y,  b y  a  Ta c k ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e y  wo u l d 
l o s e  i t .  We r e  t h e y  n o t  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  l a s t 
M i n i s t r y,  w h o s e  P ro c e e d i n g s  ( t o  w h i c h  t h i s 
Ac t  much  he lp ’d  to  p ave  the  way )  h ave  been 
s i n ce  so  j u s t l y  c en su r ’d ?  And  sh a l l  t hey  h ave 
room to  boa s t ,  t h a t  t he  Shack l e s  t hey  f r am’d 
fo r  the i r  f e l l ow Sub jec t s  con t inue  s t i l l ?  Have 
n o t  s e ve r a l  o f  t h e m ,  w h o  l i v ’d  t o  t h e  p r e - 
s en t  Re ign ,  been  fo rc ’d  to  f l y  the i r  Count r y ; 
a n d  o t h e r s  t o  b e  c o n f i n ’d ,  t h a t  t h ey  m i g h t 
no t  k ind le  a  C iv i l  War,  and  l e t  in  Fore igne r s 
i n t o  o u r  B owe l s ?  A n d  h ave  n o t  a l l  o f  ’ e m , 
f rom Wes t  t o  Nor t h ,  e i t he r  been  a c tu a l  Con- 
s p i r a t o r s  a g a i n s t  K i n g  G e o r g e ,  o r  F avo u r e r s 
o r  A b e t t o r s  o f  t h o s e  t h a t  we r e ?  A n d  w hy 
s h o u l d  n o t  t h i s  A r g u m e n t  p l e a d  a s  s t ro n g l y 
f o r  f avo u r  t o  P ro t e s t a n t  D i s s e n t e r s  i n  1717, 
a s  o n e ,  m u c h  l i k e  i t ,  w a s  a l l ow ’d  t o  d o , 
among the Commons, in 1680?

A nd  a f t e r  a l l ,  w h a t  a r e  t h e  F r u i t s  o f  t h i s 
G l o r i o u s  A c t ?  W h a t  G o o d  h a s  i t  d o n e ? 
what  Ef fe t t s  ha s  i t  produc’d ,  tha t  a re  f i t  to  be 
boa s ted  o f ?  I t  i s  we l l  known to  have  d i sp l ac ’d
	�  a num-
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a  nu m b e r  t h a t  we re  f i r m  i n  t h e  I n t e r e s t  o f 
the  Pro te s t an t  Succe s s ion ;  and  i t  had  done  so 
by  s ome  o the r s  t h a t  m i gh t  b e  n am ’d  ( i n  t h e 
Mag i s t r a cy  o f  the  C i ty  o f  London  i n  pa r t i cu- 
l a r )  i f  t he  Hanove r  Re s iden t  i n t e r po s ing ,  h ad 
no t  p reva i l ’d  w i t h  t h em to  d eny  t h emse l ve s , 
f o r  t h e  s a ke  o f  t h e  P ro t e s t a n t  S u c c e s s o r .  I t 
h a s  k e p t  o t h e r s  o f  t h e  s a m e  S t a m p  o u t  o f 
P l a c e s ,  w h o  m i g h t  h a ve  b e e n  a s  l i k e l y  t o 
h ave  h a d  t h e m  a s  t h e i r  N e i g h b o u r s .  I t  n o t 
a  l i t t l e  a n i m a t e d  t h e  Tu m u l t u o u s  R i o t e r s , 
and  encourag ’d  the  l a t e  Unna tu ra l  Rebe l l ion , 
and s t i l l  keeps  up the  hopes  o f  a  re s t l e s s  Fac- 
t ion,  tha t  some way or  other  they sha l l  a t  l a s t 
c o m p a s s  t h e i r  D e u g n ,  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e 
p re s e n t  G ove r n m e n t .  A n d  i s  t h e  G a i n ,  o f  a 
pa r t i cu l a r  Nobleman ,  w i th  h i s  In t e re s t ,  e spe- 
c i a l l y  when  he ’s  known  to  be  one  t h a t  c an ’t 
b e  e a s y,  whe re  he  doe s  no t  g ive  Mea su re s ,  a 
s u f f i c i en t  Compen s a t i on  f o r  a l l  t h i s ?  Fo r  my 
p a r t y  I  c an  no  more  b e l i eve  i t ,  t h an .  I  c an , 
th a t  i t  i s  f o r  the  In t e re s t  o f  Br i t o n s  t o  su f f e r 
themse lve s  to  be  hec to r ’d  by  the  Swed e s  w i th 
Impunity.

A n d  a s  f o r  t h e  S c h i s m  A c t s ,  t h a t  v i s i b l y 
a im’d  a t  weaken ing  the  Pro te s t an t  Succe s s ion , 
a n d  wa s  ow n ’d  by  i t s  P ro m o t e r s  t o  b e  d e - 
s i gn ’d  to  pave  the  Way  to  dep r ive  Eng l i s hmen 
o f  t he i r  B i r th r i gh t ,  and  to  inc apac i t a t e  them 
t o  Vo t e  f o r  t h e i r  R e p re s e n t a t i ve s  i n  Pa r l i a - 
m e n t .  I t  w a s  s t r u g g l e d  f o r  b y  t h e m ,  t h a t
	�  have



	 [ 8 ]�

have  s ince  open ly  appea r ’d  in  the  P re t ende r ’s 
I n t e r e s t ,  a n d  o p p o s ’d  by  a l l  t h a t  va l u ’d  t h e 
c o m m o n  S a f e t y ;  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  ’t i s  h a r d  t o 
suppose,  any  c an  be  now aga in s t  the  Repea l - 
i n g  i t ,  bu t  s u ch  a s  w i t h  i n  t h e i r  He a r t s  t h e 
protestant Succession had never taken place.

L e t  n o t  G e n t l e m e n  s ay,  w h a t  r e a s o n  h ave 
the  Di s senter s  to  expect  such a  s tep  a s  th i s  in 
t h e i r  F avo u r ?  Fo r ,  b e s i d e s  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  i n 
the i r  Favour,  tha t  the  Mot ion i s  made  for  the 
Repea l  o f  these  Act s ,  i t  wi l l  cer ta in ly  be  ver y 
hard,  i f  when they can gain nothing that i s  pe- 
cu l ia r  to  themse lves ,  by the Acces s ion of  King 
Geo r g e ,  t h ey  mayn ’t  b e  a l l ow ’d  t o  hope  t h ey 
s h a l l  l o s e  n o t h i n g  by  h i m ;  w h i c h  wo u l d  b e 
t h e i r  C a s e ,  i f  t h ey  we re  n o t  f r e e d  o f  t h o s e 
H a rd s h i p s ,  w h i c h  t h ey  we r e  b ro u g h t  u n d e r 
for their Fidelity to his Interest.

Wi t h a l ,  s u c h  h a s  b e e n  t h e i r  C a r r i a g e , 
tha t  I  should  th ink Men of  any Honour  could 
no t  re fu s e  to  a l l ow them some Rega rd .  They 
h ave  bo r n  much ,  a nd  made  l i t t l e  comp l a i n t . 
T h e y  h a v e  n e v e r  t h r e a t e n ’d  ( a s  ’ t i s  w e l l 
known some  o the r s  d id )  th a t  Natu r e  wou l d  b e 
p r o v o k ’d  t o  r e b e l  a g a i n s t  P r i n c i p l e :  They  we re 
not  to  be  ca jo l ’d  by  the  Wheed le s ,  nor  t e r r i - 
f y ’d  by  t he  Th re a t s  o f  t h e  l a s t  Min i s t r y,  and 
so  he lp ’d  to  s ave  u s  f rom the  Ruin  tha t  then 
t h re a t en ’d .  They  h ave  b e en  i n s u l t e d ,  a bu s ’d , 
and  p lunde r ’d ,  i n  the  p re s en t  Re ign ;  and  ye t 
h ave  n o t  f o l l ow ’d  t h e  G ove r n m e n t ,  o r  t h e
	�  Ministry
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M i n i s t r y  w i t h  t h e i r  C l a m o u r s .  T h e y  h a ve 
read i l y  t aken  the  Oath s ,  spoken  we l l  and  ho- 
nou r ab l y  o f  t h e  Gove r nmen t  upon  a l l  Occ a - 
s ion s ,  and  cont r ibu ted  a s  chea r fu l l y  a s  any  in 
the  Kingdom to  i t s  Suppor t ;  they  have  p ray ’d 
for  King Georg e ,  and h i s  Fami ly,  mos t  hear t i ly 
and univer sa l ly,  and done the i r  u tmost  to  pre- 
ven t  and  s upp re s s  t h e  l a t e  Unna tu r a l  Rebe l - 
l ion ,  and wa i ted  wi th  g rea t  pa t ience  for  some 
f r u i t s  o f  tha t  publ i ck  Good-wi l l  they  thought 
t h ey  m i gh t  e xpe c t  i n  re t u r n :  And  i s  i t  s u ch 
a  migh ty  th ing  a f t e r  a l l ,  fo r  them to  hope  to 
b e  f re ed  f rom  th e  d i s h e a r t n i ng  ma rk s  o f  d i - 
s t i n c t i on  t h ey  we re  b rough t  unde r  by  t ho s e, 
w h o s e  S c h e m e s  t a k i n g  p l a c e ,  wo u l d  h a v e 
e f f e c t u a l l y  p reven t ed  K ing  Geo r g e  f rom  eve r 
s i t t ing on the Br i t i sh  Throne, or such an House 
o f  C o m m o n s  a s  yo u r s ,  f ro m  eve r  a p p e a r i n g 
in St. Stephen’s Chappel!

Fo r  my  p a r t ,  I  mu s t  c o n f e s s ,  I  c a n ’t  h e l p 
th ink ing  tha t  the  Di s sente r s  have  more  rea son 
t o  e x p e c t  t h e  R e p e a l  o f  t h e s e  A c t s  i n  t h e 
Re i gn  o f  K i ng  Geo r g e ,  t h a n  eve r  t h e  To r i e s 
had  to  expec t  to  c a r r y  them in  the  Re ign  o f 
Queen  Anne .  Tho ’ i f  t he i r  Expec t a t i on  he re - 
i n  w a s  n o t  a n s we r ’d ,  ’ t wo u l d  w i t h  m e  b e 
c o m p a r a t i ve l y  bu t  a  s m a l l  m a t t e r ,  p rov i d e d 
t h e  P u b l i c k  we r e  b u t  s a f e :  B u t  I  h a ve  n o 
p ro s p e c t  o f  t h a t ,  i f  t h ey  a r e  n e g l e c t e d ,  a n d 
the re fo re  I  hea r t i l y  concur  w i th  you ,  i n  l ay - 
i n g  t h e  c h i e f  s t r e s s  u pon  t h a t .  L e t  t h em  b e
	 B� ever
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e v e r  s o  m e a n l y  t h o u g h t  o f ,  i t  m a y  v e r y 
we l l  b e  e x p e c t e d  b y  t h e m  a n d  a l l  h e a r t y 
Love r s  o f  h i s  Ma j e s t y,  t h a t  t h e  Gove r nmen t 
wi l l  be jus t  to i t  se l f ,  and not  be le f t  des t i tute 
o f  any  nece s s a r y  Suppo r t ,  a s  i t  wou ld  p l a i n - 
ly be, should these Acts remain unrepeal’d.

F o r  n o t h i n g  c a n  b e  m o r e  e v i d e n t ,  t h a n , 
t h a t  t h e  p re s en t  Gove r nmen t  h a s  many  Ene - 
m i e s ,  n o t  o n l y  a b r o a d ,  b u t  a t  h o m e ;  t h o ’ 
w i thou t  t he  l a t t e r,  t h e re  wou ld  be  no  g re a t , 
o c c a s i o n  f o r  d r e a d i n g  t h e  f o r m e r .  B e s i d e s 
open  and  avow’d  Enemie s  th a t  re fu s e  to  t ake 
the  Oa th s ,  t he re  a re  many  upon  re s e r ve,  and 
i n  d i s gu i s e ,  who  a re  no t  upon  t h a t  a c coun t , 
e v e r  t h e  l e s s  d a n g e r o u s .  O ve r  a n d  a b ov e 
p ro f e s s ’d  Pap i s t s ,  i t  i s  we l l  known ,  t he re  a re 
m a ny  t h a t  p a s s  f o r  P ro t e s t a n t s  a n d  z e a l o u s 
C h u rc h m e n  t o o,  t h a t  wo u l d  l e ave  n o  S t o n e 
u n t u r n ’d ,  b y  w h i c h  t h e  O ve r t h row  o f  o u r 
present Settlement might be promoted.

The  foo l i s h  and  r i d i cu lou s ,  a s  we l l  a s  abo- 
minably  scauda lous  Asper s ions ,  which in  com- 
m o n  C o nve n t i o n  a r e  ve r y  o f t e n  c a s t  u p o n 
the  Roya l  F ami l y ;  t he  manne r  in  wh ich  they 
t h a t  m e e t  w i t h  d e s e r v ’d  P u n i s h m e n t  u p o n 
th i s  a ccoun t  a re  app l auded ,  c a re s s ’d  and  sup- 
p o r t e d ;  t h e  J o y  t h a t  i s  d i s c ov e r ’d  a t  a n y 
th ing  th a t  t end s  t o  d i she a r t en  such  a s  a re  i n 
t h e  I n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  G ove r n m e n t ;  a n d  t h e 
Concer n  tha t  may be  seen in  many,  when any 
t h i n g  h a p p e n s  t o  e n c o u r a g e  t h e m :  T h e s e
	�  things.
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th ing s ,  toge ther  wi th  the  number s  tha t  e i the r 
e n g a g ’d  i n ,  o r  f a vo u r ’d  t h e  l a t e  U n n a t u r a l 
R e b e l l i o n ,  a n d  t h e  C o m p a s s i o n  t h a t  w a s 
shewn to  those  f ew tha t  su f f e r ’d  fo r  i t ,  w i th- 
out  any  cons ide ra t ion  o f  the  ca l ami tous  Con- 
dition we must al l  have been in, had it succeed- 
e d ;  a n d  t h e  r e a d i n e s s  o f  m a n y,  w h e n  t h a t 
D e s i g n  f a i l ’d ,  t o  i m b a r k  i n  n ew  I n t r i g u e s , 
i n  conce r t  w i t h  Fo re i gne r s ,  t o  i nvo l ve  u s  i n 
Blood and Confus ion,  a re  a  notor ious  and f l a- 
g r an t  P roo f  o f  t h i s .  I n  s u ch  a  Ca s e ,  ’twou ld 
be p la in  In jus t ice  to  the Gover nment ,  to  deny 
i t  the help of  any that  bear i t  an hear ty Good- 
w i l l ;  a n d  t o  b e  f o r  c o n t r a c t i n g  t h e  nu m b e r 
o f  Hand s  th a t  shou ld  de f end  i t ,  wou ld  be  an 
effectual betraying it.

’ Ti s  m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  f o r  t h e  I n t e r e s t  o f 
t h i s ,  a s  we l l  a s  a n y  o t h e r  G ove r n m e n t ,  t o 
s t r e n g t h en  i t s  F r i e nd s ,  a nd  we aken  i t s  En e - 
mies: And this Repeal would do both.

A l l  G e n t l e m e n  k n o w  t h a t ,  t h e  p o w e r 
and  in f luence  o f  Ju s t i ce s  o f  the  Peace  i s  ve r y 
g r e a t ,  a l l  ove r  t h e  K i n g d o m ;  a n d  t h a t  i t  i s 
o f  t h e  l a s t  Con f l u ence  t o  h ave  t ho s e  i n  t h a t 
C o m m i s s i o n  t r u e  a n d  f a i t h f u l .  N ow  t h e r e 
a re  severa l  Count ie s  in  which ,  a t  the  pre sen t , 
’t i s  ve r y  h a rd  t o  f i n d  s u c h  a s  a r e  q u a l i f y  d 
( a cco rd ing  a s  the  Law s t and s )  to  be  in  Com- 
m i s s i o n ,  t h a t  c a n  b e  d e p e n d e d  o n :  A n d  i t 
wou l d  h ave  p rov ’d  ye t  h a rd e r,  h ad  no t  s ome 
been  p reva i l ’d  w i th  to  deny  themse l ve s  f o r  a
	 B 2� while,
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wh i l e ,  pu re l y  t o  s e r ve  t h e  Gove r nmen t .  Bu t 
l e t  t h i s  s t e p  b e  t a ken ,  a nd  t h e re  w i l l  b e  no 
room l e f t  t o  comp l a i n  o f  a  wan t  o f  f i t  Pe r - 
s on s  t o  s e r ve  a s  Ju s t i c e s ,  whe re eve r  t h e re  i s 
occasion.

M a g i s t r a t e s  i n  C o r p o r a t i o n s ,  a n d 
Of f i ce r s  in  the  L ieu tenancy,  a re  a l so  o f  g rea t 
C o n s e q u e n c e  t o  t h e  G ove r n m e n t .  ’ T i s  we l l 
k n ow n  t h a t  a  nu m b e r  a r e  n ow  e m p l oy ’d  i n 
both  Capac i t i e s ,  tha t  a re  no hear ty  Fr iends  o f 
K i n g  G e o r g e ,  a n d  h i s  F a m i l y.  T h e  G ove r n - 
ment  i s  su f f i c i en t l y  app r i z ’d  o f  th i s ,  and  ma- 
n y  c o m p l a i n t s  h a ve  b e e n  m a d e  o f  i t .  B u t 
l e t  t h e s e  A c t s  o n c e  b e  r e p e a l ’d ,  a n d  i n  t h e 
Cour se  o f  a  f ew yea r s ,  we  sha l l  have  a s  good 
Mag i s t r a t e s  i n  Cor po r a t i on s ,  a s  t he  t r ue  Lo- 
v e r s  o f  t h e i r  C o u n t r y  n e e d  d e s i r e .  T h e 
C o m m o n  C o u n c i l  o f  L o n d o n  w o u l d  t h e n 
s o o n  p u t  o n  a  b e t t e r  F a c e ,  a n d  t h e  L i e u t e - 
n a n c y,  t h r o u g h  t h e  K i n g d o m ,  b e  i n  s a f e r 
H a n d s .  M o b s  a n d  I n s u r r e c t i o n s  w i l l  b e 
t h i s  way  p r e ve n t e d ,  a n d  C o n s p i r a c i e s  s o o n 
discover’d and defeated.

L e t  u s  s u p p o s e  a  f o r e i g n  E n e my  l a n d i n g 
Upon  u s ,  a c co rd ing  to  the  wa r n ing  g iven  by 
h i s  Ma je s ty  in  h i s  Speech  to  the  two House s ; 
wha t  a  Ca s e  a re  we  i n ,  i f  s u ch  a s  a re  i n  t he 
In te re s t  o f  the  Invade r  o r  the  P re t ende r  have 
Power  i n  t he i r  Hand s ?  Sha l l  we  no t  t hen  l i e 
a t  t h e i r  M e r c y ?  C a n  w e  w o n d e r  i f  o u r 
Hor se s ,  our  S tore s ,  our  Force s ,  and  our  For t s
	�  are
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a r e  b e t r a y ’d  i n t o  t h e i r  H a n d s ?  B u t  l e t  a l l 
s u c h  w i t h o u t  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e  e m p l oy ’d ,  t h a t 
wi l l  be  v igorous ly  ac t ive  aga in s t  the  common 
Enemy,  a nd  none  e l s e ,  a nd  we  n e ed  f e a r  no 
D a n g e r .  T h e  R e p e a l  m ov ’d  f o r  m i g h t  t h i s 
way  s ave  u s  t h e  E x p e n c e  o f  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f 
B lood  and  Trea su re,  and  p reven t  a  g re a t  dea l 
o f  Te r ro r  a nd  Con fu s i on ,  t h a t  wou l d  o t h e r - 
wise be unavoidable.

Th i s  Repe a l  w i l l  h e l p  t o  s e cu re  t h e  I n t e - 
re s t  o f  the  Gover nment  in  a l l  Par t s  o f  i t s  Do- 
minions.

I t  w i l l  b e  f o r  t h e  Advan t a ge  o f  t h e  who l e 
I s l e  o f  B r i t a i n ,  b y  p r o m o t i n g  U n i t y,  a n d 
Tr ade ;  and  a l s o  by  he l p ing  to  s e cu re  u s  o f  a 
g o o d  Pa r l i a m e n t ,  w h e n  t h e  T i m e  o f  t h i s  i s 
e xp i r ’d .  I  am  we l l  a s s u r ’d  i t  o c c a s i on s  no t  a 
l i t t l e  Concer n to  some ver y  sens ible  and wor- 
t hy  G e n t l e m e n ,  t o  t h i n k  h ow  m a ny  t h i n g s 
( b e s i d e s  a n  H e a t  s t r u c k  b e t we e n  t h e  t wo 
H o u s e s )  m i g h t  f a l l  o u t ,  t o  m a ke  a  D i s s o l u - 
t i o n  o f  t h i s  Pa r l i a m e n t  n e c e s s a r y ;  a n d  h ow 
f a i n t  a  P ro s p e c t  we  h ave  o f  a n o t h e r  o f  t h e 
s a m e  C o m p l e x i o n ,  i f  o u r  C o r p o r a t i o n s  a r e 
n o t  f i r s t  b e t t e r  s e t t l e d .  T h e  n e x t  E l e c t i o n , 
i n  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y,  wo u l d  b e  i n  t h e  F i e l d , 
w i t h  Swo rd  i n  Hand ;  a nd  who  c an  t e l l  how 
much Blood might  be  sp i l t ,  be fore  we should , 
c o m e  t o  b e  s e t t l e d ?  A n d  h ow  C o r p o r a t i o n s 
c an  be  b rough t  i n to  t he  In t e re s t  o f  t h e  p re - 
sen t  Gover nment  wi thout  th i s  Repea l ,  i s  ha rd 
to say.� It
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I t  wo u l d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t u r n  t o  a  g o o d  a c - 
coun t  to  Sou t h  B r i t a i n .  Fo r  so  many  So ld i e r s 
a s  now are so necessar y to keep the Peace ( the 
ma in ta in ing  whom i s  what  many compla in  o f , 
a s  be ing  expens ive,  and  hav ing  a  t endency  to 
ens l ave  us )  would  be  no longer  needfu l ,  when 
once the Fear  of  foreign Invader s  i s  over,  were 
bu t  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  Pe a c e ,  a n d  o u r 
Corporations, in better hands,

No r t h  B r i t a i n  a l s o  wou l d  b e  t h i s  way  e a s ’d 
o f  s ome  o f  i t s  p re s en t  Fe a r s ,  and  be  b rough t 
to a better relish of Union with us.

I r e l a n d  wo u l d  c o n s i d e r a b l y  f i n d  i t s  A c - 
count  in  i t .  For  wherea s  the  Hands  o f  a  g rea t 
body  o f  t h a t  Peop l e,  who s e  Loya l t y  a n d  Ze a l 
K i n g  G e o r g e  h a s  l a t e l y  d e c l a r ’d  h i m s e l f 
f u l l y  c o n v i n c ’d  o f ,  a r e  i n  t h a t  K i n g d o m  a t 
p r e s e n t  s o  t i e d  u p,  t h a t  t h ey  a r e  n o t  a b l e , 
upon suppos i t ion o f  a  new Rebe l l ion amongs t 
t h e m ,  t o  d e f e n d  t h e m s e l ve s ,  o r  a s s i s t  t h e i r 
P ro t e s t a n t  b r e t h r e n  ( w h i c h  t h ey  h ave  n eve r 
h i ther to been backward to  do)  they,  upon th i s 
R e p e a l ,  wo u l d  n o t  o n l y  b e  a b l e  t o  s e c u r e 
themse lve s ,  bu t  a l so  to.  keep  the  I r i s h  unde r, 
a nd  p reven t  t h e i r  g iv i n g  t h e i r  B re t h ren  a ny 
Disturbance or Uneasiness.

N o r  wo u l d  t h e  A m e r i c a n  p l a n t a t i o n s  b e 
t h i s  way  w i t h o u t  B e n e f i t .  Fo r  t h i s  R e p e a l 
would  he lp  to  l ay  tha t  Sp i r i t ,  which  ha s  been 
r a i s ’d  a n d  f o m e n t e d  a m o n g s t  t h o s e  d i s t a n t 
B r i t i s h  S u b j e c t s ,  b y  t h e  O c c a s i o n a l  A c t
	�  to
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t o  t h e  p roduc i ng  s o  much  Mi s ch i e f  i n  s ome 
Pa r t s ,  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y,  i n  C a r o l i n a ,  a s  h a s 
been more  than  once  compla in ’d  o f  in  Par l i a - 
ment.

But,  on  the  o the r  h and ,  l e t  t he s e  Ac t s  re - 
m a i n  u n re p e a l ’d ,  a n d  I  c a n n o t  s e e  t h a t  a ny 
t h i n g  e l s e  c a n  w i t h  P r udenc e  a nd  S a f e t y  b e 
d ep ended  on ,  l ong  t o  ke ep  t h e  Gove r nmen t 
on the present Foot.

F o r e i g n  A l l i a n c e s  a r e  u n d o u b t e d l y  h i g h l y 
advan t ageou s .  They  add  t o  t he  G lo r y  o f  ou r 
Sove re i gn ,  s t r i ke  a  Te r ro r  i n to  ou r  Enemie s , 
and  he lp  to  s t reng then  ou r  Secu r i t y ;  and  ye t 
they  can ’t  supp ly  the  p l ace  o f  repea l ing  the se 
Ac t s :  For  they  c an  ne i the r  he lp  u s  to  a  Whig 
Pa r l i ament ,  nor  s ave  u s  f rom a  Tor y  Min i s t r y ; 
n o r  g i ve  t h a t  A c c e s s i o n  o f  S t r e n g t h  t o  t h e 
F r i e n d s  o f  K i n g  G e o r g e ,  u p o n  a  s u d d e n  E - 
mergency, that may be this way expeded.

Th e  I n t e r e s t  o f  L o w - C h u r c h ,  c o n s i d e r ’d  a s 
s epa r a t e  f rom the  Di s s en t e r s ,  I  t ake  to  be  in - 
s u f f i c i e n t  t o  s e c u re  t h e  G ove r n m e n t ,  H i g h - 
C h u r c h  a n d  Pa p i s t s  j o i n i n g  t og e t h e r ,  w i t h  a 
fo re i gn  Force  to  back  them,  wi l l  b id  f a i r  f o r 
be ing  too  s t rong  fo r  them.  And we  have  rea- 
son  to  be  thank fu l ,  they  d id  no t  p rove  so,  in 
t h e  l a t e  S t r ugg l e .  Had  t he  Rebe l l i on  b roken 
o u t  i n  t h e  We s t  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  a s  i n  t h e 
Nor t h ,  a s  wa s  de s i gn ’d ;  o r  h ad  the  P re t ende r 
come  s oone r  i n t o  S c o t l a n d ,  o r  t h e  Rebe l s  a t 
a l l  s t o o d  t h e i r  g ro u n d  a t  D u n b l a i n ;  o r  h a d
	�  they



	 [ 16 ]�

t h ey  h ad  t h e  Cou r ag e,  i n s t e ad  o f  s u r rende r - 
i n g ,  t o  h a ve  f o u g h t  t h e i r  w ay  t h r o u g h  a t 
P r e s t o n ;  o r  h a d  t h ey  bu t  ke p t  t og e t h e r ,  t i l l 
t ho s e  t h a t  s t ood  on  t i p - toe  t o  be  w i th  t hem 
h a d  d e c l a r ’d  i n  t h e i r  f a vo u r .  I ’ m  ve r y  i n - 
c l i n a b l e  t o  b e l i e ve  L o w - C h u r c h ,  s e p a r a t e l y. 
con s ide r ’d ,  had  been  ag round ,  and  mus t  have 
c a l l ’d  i n  He l p  f rom  t h e  Di s s e n t e r s :  n ay  t h ey 
a c tu a l l y  h ad  i t  i n  s ome  Pa r t s  w i thou t  a s k ing 
f o r  i t ;  a n d  t h e  R e b e l l i o n  h a d  b e e n  s o o n e r 
q u a s h ’d ,  h a d  t h ey  a c c e p t e d  m o re  o f  i t .  B u t 
now ’t i s  p l a i n  to  a l l  t h a t  make  any  Obse r va - 
t ion ,  tha t  a  Sp i r i t  o f  imp lacable  Rancour  and 
Ma l i gn i t y  h a t h  a pp e a r ’d  among  t h e  F a c t i on , 
s i n c e  t h e  R e b e l l i o n  wa s  s u p p r e s s ’d ,  r a t h e r 
mo re  t h an  b e f o re .  So  t h a t  upon  t h e  A r r iva l 
o f  any  fo re ign  Force,  and  a  new In su r rec t ion 
among  ou r  s e l ve s ,  ’t i s  h i gh l y  p robab l e,  more 
wi l l  dec l a re  aga in s t  the  Gover nment  than  h i - 
t he r to ;  and  so  i t  may  be  ove r s e t ,  i f  t he  Di s - 
s e n t e r s  a r e  n o t  a l l ow ’d  t o  h e l p  t o  t u r n  t h e 
Scale.

’ Ti s  we l l  k n ow n  t o  G e n t l e m e n  t o  b e  t h e 
c o m m o n  t a l k  o f  s o m e ,  t h a t  a s  i n  t h e  T i m e 
o f  K i n g  J a m e s ,  t h e  D i s s e n t e r s ,  w i t h  a  f e w 
ha i r -b r a in ’d  Churchmen ,  made  the  f i r s t  E s s ay 
unde r  Monmou t h  t o  l i t t l e  pu r po s e ;  bu t  when 
the  Body o f  the  Church fe l l  in ,  i t  d id  i t  wi th 
s u ch  a  we i gh t ,  t h a t  a n  Abd i c a t i o n  a nd  a  Re - 
vo l u t i o n  s oon  fo l l ow ’d :  So  a l s o,  t h a t  t ho ’ t he 
f i r s t  Essay of  the Papis t s ,with a few hot-headed
	�  Church-
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Churchmen ,  f a i l ’d  o f  succe s s  aga in s t  the  p re- 
s e n t  G ove r n m e n t ,  ye t  t h a t  a t  t h e  n e x t  A t - 
t e m p t ,  w h e n  t h e  B o d y  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  f a l l s 
i n ,  ( I  s u p p o s e  t h e y  m e a n  P a r s o n  H o w e l ’s 
Chu rch )  we  s h a l l  no t  f a i l  o f  a  n ew  Revo lu - 
t ion .  And  can  i t  be  Wi sdom to  r un  the  Ven- 
t u r e  o f  t h i s ?  S a y  t h a t  L o w - C h u r c h  m i g h t , 
exe r t ing  i t  s e l f  t o  the  u tmos t ,  be  ab l e  to  s e - 
cu re  t h e  Gove r nmen t  a l one ;  ye t  why  s hou l d 
t h e y  b e  u n w i l l i n g  t o  h a v e  a n  A d d i t i o n a l 
S t reng th ,  w i t h  wh i ch  t h ey  may  do  i t  b e t t e r, 
a n d  r u n  l e s s  h a z a r d ?  L e t  u s  s u p p o s e ,  t h a t 
more,  who a re  a t  p re sen t  sh rowded under  the 
Name  o f  t he  Church ,  s hou ld  f a i l  a t  a  p inch , 
than  wa s  expec ted  o r  imag in ’d ,  w i l l  they  no t 
b e  a s h a m ’d  t o  h ave  r u i n ’d  t h e  N a t i o n  f o r  a 
F a n c y ?  N o t  t h a t  I  a p p re h e n d  t h e  D i s s e n t e r s 
wou ld ,  i n  an  Ex t remi ty,  be  backward  to  he lp 
to  s ave  the i r  King  and Count r y,  tho ’ they  d id 
n o t  d o  i t  e x a d l y  i n  M o o d  a n d  F i g u r e ,  a n d 
s o m e  u s u a l  F o r m s  we r e  wa n t i n g :  I  h a ve  a 
b e t t e r  Op in ion  o f  t h em,  t h an  t o  imag ine  i t : 
And  ye t  th ink  i t  no t  ve r y  ingenuous  in  the i r 
B re th ren ,  to  abu se  them fo r  th i s  the i r  Gene- 
r o u s  D i s p o s i t i o n ,  t h a t  t h e y ’ l l  b e  r e a d y  t o 
h e l p  a t  l a s t .  The i r  He l p  may  c ome  t oo  l a t e 
f o r  t h e  Pub l i c k  Bene f i t .  The  Di s s e n t e r s  may 
d o  t h e  G ove r n m e n t  t e n  t i m e s  t h e  S e r v i c e 
n ow,  t h a t  t h ey  c o u l d  b e  c a p a b l e  o f  d o i n g , 
i f  they  a re  neg l ec t ed  t i l l  Th ing s  come to  ex- 
t rem i t y.  And  mus t  t h ey  a f t e r  a l l  b e  kep t  ou t
	 C� upon
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u p o n  a  P i q u e  o f  H o n o u r ?  Wi l l  i t  b e  a  s u f - 
f i c i e n t  C o m p e n s a t i o n  t o  t h e  N a t i o n  f o r  i t s 
Ru in ,  fo r  i t  to  be  s a id ,  tha t  th i s  wa s  to  p re- 
ve n t  a ny  Pa r t y  bu t  m e e r  L o w - C h u r c h ,  f ro m 
having a Share in the Honour of saving it?

B u t  a f t e r  a l l ,  w h e r e  i s  t h i s  L o w - C h u r c h 
t h a t  i s  s o  power fu l ,  t o  be  found?  And  whe re 
l i e s  i t s  s t r e n g t h ?  O x f o r d  i s  b o a s t e d  o f  b y 
Hi g h -Chu r c h ,  a nd  t h e i r  Ca r r i a g e  s u f f i c i e n t l y 
s p e a k s  f o r  t h e m ;  t h e  L o w - C h u r c h  m u s t  n o t 
p r e t e n d  t o  m u c h  I n t e r e s t  t h e r e .  N o r  c a n 
L o w - C h u r c h  m a ke  a n y  g r e a t  b o a s t  o f  C a m - 
b r i d g e  ne i the r,  ( tho ’ pe rhap s  the  be t t e r  o f  the 
t wo )  i f  M r .  S e r j e a n t  M i l l a r  h a s  g i v e n  t h e 
Wo r l d  a  t r u e  A c c o u n t  o f  i t .  A n d  i f  t h e 
Fount a in s  a re  co r r up ted ,  wha t  c an  we  expec t 
f rom the  S t re ams ?  Wha t  mu s t  b e  s a i d  t o  t h e 
Ca thed r a l s ?  A re  t h ey  con sp i cuou s  f o r  Loya l - 
t y  a n d  Z e a l ?  I f  t h e y  we r e ,  h ow  c a m e  t h e 
E .  o f  A .  to  be  chosen  High-S teward  o f  Wes t - 
m in s t e r ,  i n  the  room o f  h i s  Bro the r  the  D.  o f 
O .  b y  h a l f  t h e  D i g n i t a r i e s  o f  t h e  A b b e y, 
w i t h  t h e  D e a n  a t  t h e i r  H e a d ?  Wa s  n o t  t h i s 
a n  open  A f f ron t  t o  t h e  Gove r nmen t ,  i n s t e ad 
o f  a  P ro o f  o f  a n  I n c l i n a t i o n  t o  s u p p o r t  i t ? 
And  we re  i t  no t  e a s y  t o  n ame  s eve r a l ,  o the r 
Co l l e g i a t e  Chu rche s  b e s i d e s ,  whe re  one  h a l f 
o f  t h e  D i g n i t a r i e s ,  o r  m o re ,  m ay  j u s t l y  b e 
suspected to be in an oppofs i te  Interes t  to that 
o f  K ing  Geo r g e ,  and  h i s  F ami l y ?  Or  doe s  the 
g r e a t  I n t e r e s t  o f  L o w - C h u r c h ,  t h a t  t h e  G o -
	�  vernment
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ver nment  i s  to  have  a l l  i t s  dependance  on,  l i e 
i n  t h e  Gen t r y  a nd  C l e r g y,  d i s p e r s ’d  a l l  ove r 
the  K ingdom?  I  am not  a t  a l l  inc l in ’d  to  l e s - 
sen the  number  o f  t r ue  Lover s  o f  the i r  Coun- 
t r y ;  I  h e a r t i l y  w i s h  t h e m  a  g r e a t  E n c re a s e : 
B u t  I  t h i n k  i f  we  m ay  m a ke  a ny  Ju d g m e n t 
a s  to these,  f rom the l i t t le  in f luence they have 
h ad  t o  p reven t  R io t s  a nd  Tumu l t s ;  i t  wou l d 
t e m p t  a  M a n  t o  f e a r ,  t h a t  a  g r e a t  p a r t  o f 
t h e m  w o u l d  a d d  b u t  l i t t l e  w e i g h t ,  u p o n 
s u p p o s i t i o n  o f  a  n e w  R e b e l l i o n ,  u n l e s s  i t 
w e r e  o n  t h e  w r o n g  S i d e :  n o r  c a n  i t  b e 
wonde r ’d  a t  by  any  one  th a t  doe s  bu t  con s i - 
de r  tha t  the  Not ion s  o f  Her ed i t a r y  R i gh t ,  and 
L i n e a l  S u c c e s s i o n ,  h ave  b e en  g ene r a l l y  s u ck ’d 
in  by  them,  a s  f i r s t  P r inc ip l e s ,  in  the  Cour se 
o f  t h e i r  Educ a t i on .  And  i f  t h e s e  Th ing s  a re 
t aken  toge ther,  the re  appea r s  bu t  l i t t l e  Room 
l e f t  t o  i m a g i n e  o r  e x p e c t  t h a t  L o w - C h u r c h 
shou ld  be  able  to  do  g rea t  Fea t s  a lone,  whi l e 
t h e  D i s s e n t e r s  a r e  e x c l u d e d :  B u t  i f  t h ey  a r e 
t aken  toge ther,  and  ac t  in  concer t ,  they  need 
n o t  f e a r  H i g h - C h u r c h  a n d  Pa p i s t s .  T h i s  way 
Low-Chur c h  wi l l  no t  on ly  be  f a r ther  s t reng th- 
e n ’d  b y  t h e  A d d i t i o n  o f  o t h e r  H a n d s ;  b u t 
t h e  ve r y  numbe r  o f  Low -Chu r c h  Men  w i l l  i t 
se l f  increase:  Because many that  a t tend at  their 
Par i sh Churches ,  and no where e l se,  wi l l  then, 
ven ture  to  own themse lve s  to  be  Low-Chu r c h , 
t ho ’ they  a re  a t  p re s en t  a f r a id ,  o r  a sham’d  to
	 C 2� acknow-
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a cknowledge  i t ,  l e a s t  t hey  shou ld  be  s t i gma- 
tiz’d or expos’d.

P r ov i d i n g  f o r  t h e  P a y m e n t  o f  t h e  p u b - 
l i c k  Deb t s ,  a nd  s a t i s f y i n g  Pa r l i amen t a r y  S e - 
c u r i t i e s ,  a bou t  wh i ch  we  h ave  h ad  s o  much 
Discour se  of  l a te,  i s  cer ta in ly  neces sar y  to our 
Sa f e ty,  and  ye t  no t  c apab l e  o f  an swer ing  tha t 
E n d ,  i f  t h e s e  A c t s  r e m a i n  u n r e p e a l ’d .  F o r 
we  may  b e  i n s l av ’d  and  roman i z ’d  w i t h  Mo- 
ney  i n  ou r  Pocke t s ,  a s  we l l  a s  i n  t he  Fund s ; 
tho ’ i t  w i l l  make  u s  bu t  a  ve r y  poor  amends : 
A n d  i t  w i l l  b e  mu c h  b e t t e r ,  t o  l e t  t h e  G o - 
ve r n m e n t  s t i l l  ke e p  o u r  M o n ey,  a t  e ve r  s o 
l ow an  In t e re s t ,  when  a l l  Hand s  a re  emp loy- 
ed  to  de fend  i t ,  than  fo r  u s  to  have  i t  in  our 
own keep ing ,  and  be  p i l l a g ’d ,  and  p lunde r ’d , 
e i t h e r  by  Fo re i gne r s  o r  Fe l l ow  Sub j e c t s ,  f o r 
want of Hands enough to defend us.

No  Man  h a s  a  g re a t e r  Op i n i on  t h an  I ,  o f 
t h e  Va l ou r  and  Cou r ag e  o f  ou r  So l d i e r s  a nd 
t h e i r  C o m m a n d e r s ,  a n d  n e x t  t o  t h e  P rov i - 
d e n c e  o f  A l m i g h t y  G o d ,  a n d  t h e  P r u d e n c e 
o f  K ing  Geo r g e ,  I  expec t  mos t  f rom them,  in 
c a s e  o f  I nvade r s  f rom ab ro ad ,  o r  n ew  In su r - 
re c t ion s  a t  home :  And  ye t  I  c anno t  s ee,  how 
we can depend even on them for  our Secur i ty, 
s h o u l d  t h e s e  A c t s  r e m a i n  u n r e p e a l ’d .  F o r 
t h e  G e n i u s  o f  t h e  N a t i o n  h a s  eve r  b e e n  a - 
ve r s e ,  f rom any  con s i d e r ab l e  s t and ing  Fo rc e, 
any  longer  than  i t ’s  ab so lu te ly  nece s s a r y.  ’T i s
	�  so
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so  a t  the  pre sent ;  and there fore  tho ’ there  a re 
s ome  th a t  wou ld  be  w i l l i ng  enough  to  com- 
p l a i n  and  mur mur,  ye t  t h e  Body  o f  t h e  Na- 
t i on  i s  e a s y.  Bu t  i t  c anno t  be  expec t ed ,  t h a t 
i t  s hou l d  b e  a lway s  s o,  o r  con t i nue  s o  l ong . 
T i m e  w i l l  c o m e,  w h e n  a  B r i t i s h  Pa r l i a m e n t 
w i l l  n o t  f a i l  o f  b e i n g  f o r  l a y i n g  i t  d ow n . 
A n d  s h o u l d  t h a t  b e  d o n e ,  b e f o r e  C o r p o r a - 
t ion s  a re  f i x ’d  in  the  In te re s t  o f  the  Gover n- 
men t  (wh ich  wa s  one  o f  the  f i r s t  Ca re s  a f t e r 
t h e  Re f o r ma t i o n ,  a nd  c an  h a rd l y  b e  t oo  s oon 
d i s p a t c h ’d  n o w )  w e  m a y  w e l l  d r e a d  t h e 
though t s  o f  the  Con fu s ion  tha t  wou ld  en sue. 
But  le t  these  Act s  be  repea l ’d ,  and the  Des ign 
o f  a n  I nva s i o n  o n c e  ove r ,  a n d  a  nu m b e r  o f 
o u r  s t a n d i n g  Fo rc e s  m ay  b e  d i s b a n d e d  w i t h 
S a f e t y,  a nd  no  i l l  Con s equenc e s  t o  t h e  Go- 
vernment need be apprehended.

The Regula t ing  our  Univer s i t i e s  i s  a  f a r ther 
S tep  I  f ind  mos t  Gent l emen reckon  nece s s a r y 
to  the  publ i ck  Sa f e t y ;  and  I  th ink  the  Wor ld 
i s  much  ob l i g ’d  t o  Mr.  Mi l l a r  f o r  t h e  P roo f 
h e  h a s  g iven  o f  i t :  Bu t  I  c anno t  p e rc e ive  i t 
wo u l d  s e c u r e  u s ,  u n l e s s  t h e s e  A c t s  a r e  r e - 
p e a l ’d .  Fo r  s h o u l d  t h e  ve r y  M e t h o d s  w h i c h 
he  propose s  be  t aken ,  they  mus t  have  t ime in 
w h i c h  t o  o p e r a t e .  A n d  b e f o r e  t h e  s e v e n 
Ye a r s  h e  m e n t i o n s  we re  r u n  o u t ,  we  m i g h t 
b e  r u i n ’d  f o r  wan t  o f  h av i n g  a l l  Hand s  em- 
p l oy ’d  b y  t h e  G ove r n m e n t  i n  i t s  D e f e n c e , 
w h e n  i t  i s  a t t a c k ’d  f ro m  a l l  Q u a r t e r s :  A n d
	�  perhaps
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p e rh ap s  i t  may  b e  mo re  d amag ’d  by  t h e  A s - 
s a u l t s  o f  p r e t e n d e d  F r i e n d s ,  t h a n  o f  o p e n 
Enemies.

But  yo u  i n t i m a t e ,  ’t i s  s a i d  by  s o m e,  t h a t 
t h e  Repe a l  o f  t h e s e  Ac t s  wou l d  now  be  un - 
s e a s o n a b l e ;  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  i t  we re  b e t t e r  d e - 
f e r r ’d .  B u t  w hy  u n s e a s o n a b l e ?  C a n  i t  e ve r 
be  un s e a s ona b l e  t o  s t reng then  such  a  Gove r n- 
m e n t  a s  o u r s ,  f o r  w h i c h  we  h ave  s o  m u c h 
c a u s e  t o  b e  t h a n k f u l ,  a n d  w h i c h  we  c o u l d 
no t  have  ob t a in ’d  w i thou t  a  t r a in  o f  a s  won- 
de r fu l  S t ep s  o f  D iv ine  P rov idence,  a s  c an  be 
p ro d u c ’d  o u t  o f  a n y  H i s t o r y ?  C a n  i t  e ve r 
b e  un s e a s o n a b l e  t o  s uppo r t  a n  E s t a b l i s hmen t , 
tha t  g ive s  u s  the  Prospec t  o f  the  Cont inuance 
a n d  S e c u r i t y  o f  o u r  R e l i g i o n ,  L i b e r t y,  a n d 
P ro p e r t y,  a n d  eve r y  t h i n g  t h a t  i s  v a l u a b l e , 
when  i t  i s  we l l  known  many  a re  a t  wo rk  i n 
c o n t r i v i n g  Way s  a n d  M e t h o d s  t o  ove r t h row 
i t ?  H ow  c a n  i t  b e  u n s e a s o n a b l e ,  a t  a  t i m e 
w h e n  t h e  H a n d s  o f  a l l  t h a t  a r e  f a i t h f u l  a r e 
h i g h l y  n e e d f u l ,  t o  t h row  i n  a n  a d d i t i o n a l 
S t r e n g t h  t o  a  G ove r n m e n t ,  w h i c h ,  i f  i t  b e 
bu t  con t inu ’d ,  g ive s  u s  g round  to  hope,  t h a t 
we and our  Pos te r i ty  sha l l  be  a s  happy a  Peo- 
p l e ,  a s  a ny  i n  t h e  Wo r l d ?  I f  t h i s  b e  r e a l l y 
a  good  Work ,  I  c an ’t  s e e  why  we  shou ld  de- 
f e r  p u t t i n g  i t  i n  E xe c u t i o n ,  w h i c h  m i g h t 
have no small hazard attending it.

I  have  thought  o f  the  ma t t e r  p re t ty  c lo se ly, 
and cannot  imag ine  how any Time could  pos-
	�  sibly
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s i b l y  b e  m o re  s e a s o n a b l e ,  f o r  t h e  R e p e a l  o f 
t h e s e  Ac t s ,  t h an  now  t h a t  we  h ave  t ho s e  i n 
c o n s i d e r a b l e  Po s t s  i n  t h e  G ove r n m e n t ,  w h o 
d id  the i r  u tmos t  to  p revent  the i r  pa s s ing  in to 
Act s ,  who cannot  there fore  be  aga in s t  repea l - 
ing  them,  wi thout  dec l a r ing  they  have  a l t e r ’d 
t h e i r  P r i n c i p l e s ;  w h i c h  f e w  G e n t l e m e n ,  I 
c o n c e ive ,  w i l l  b e  ve r y  w i l l i n g  t o  d o.  W h a t 
c an  be  more  s e a s ona b l e ,  t h an  now we  a re  go t 
th rough  one  Rebe l l ion  tha t  wa s  ve r y  i l l  con- 
c e r t e d ,  a n d  s e e m  u p o n  t h e  B o rd e r s  o f  a n o - 
t h e r ,  c o n c e r t e d  m u c h  b e t t e r ,  w i t h  a  m o r e 
con s i d e r ab l e  f o re i gn  Fo rce  t o  b a ck  i t ,  t o  f i x 
th ings  on such a  bot tom, a s  may most  e f fectu- 
a l l y  t e n d  t o  c u r b  a n d  r e s t r a i n  t h o s e ,  w h o s e 
Incl inat ion wi l l  lead ’em ei ther to s ide in with 
t h e  I nva d e r s ,  o r  f avo u r  t h e m  a l l  t h ey  c a n ? 
Wha t  c an  b e  more  s e a s o n a b l e ,  t h an  now th a t 
we  have  a  Pa r l i ament ,  tha t  i s  to  con t inue  s e - 
ve n  Ye a r s  f ro m  i t s  f i r s t  a s s e m b l i n g ,  t o  t a ke 
the  p rope r  Method  fo r  s e cu r ing  ano the r  Pa r - 
l i a m e n t  a s  mu c h  i n  t h e  I n t e re s t  o f  t h e  G o - 
ve r nmen t  a s  t h i s ,  b e f o re  t h a t  T ime  e xp i re s ? 
And  I  mu s t  con f e s s ,  I ’m  who l l y  a t  a  l o s s  t o 
f ind  any th ing  tha t  wi l l  so  e f f ec tua l l y  do  th i s , 
a s  the  Repea l ing  the se  Ac t s .  Le t  th i s  be  now 
d e f e r r ’d ,  a n d  I ’ m  ve r y  a p p re h e n s i ve  o n e  o f 
the s e  two  th ing s  w i l l  f o l l ow:  E i the r  we  mus t 
r un  t h e  h a z a rd  o f  a  To r y  Pa r l i amen t ,  o r  t h e 
present  Par l i ament  must  by a  new Act  be con- 
t inu ’d  fo r  a  ye t  l onge r  t ime ;  wh ich  may  pe r -
	�  haps



	 [ 24 ]�

h ap s  b e  f ound  to  h ave  i t s  D i f f i cu l t i e s ,  when 
i t  comes  to  the  Tr ya l ;  and  wi l l  be  ve r y  l i ke- 
l y  t o  h ave  t h i s  E f f e c t  among  o t h e r s ,  t h a t  i t 
w i l l  make  the  Oppo se r s  o f  s uch  a  Con t inua - 
tion, the most popular Men in the Kingdom.

I  h ave  h ad  occ a s i on  t o  ob s e r ve,  t h a t  when 
a ny  t h i n g  h a s  b e e n  m ov ’d  f o r  i n  f avo u r  o f 
Dis s en t e r s ,  o r  even tha t  Ju s t i ce  might  be  done 
t h e m ,  i t  h a s  b e e n  t h e  c o m m o n  E va s i o n  o f 
S t a t e smen  and  Po l i t i c i an s  to  s i gn i f y  to  them, 
t h a t  t ho ’ i t  wa s  bu t  f i t  wh a t  wa s  men t i on ’d 
s hou l d  b e  done,  ye t  t h i s  wa s  no t  t h e  p rope r 
S e a s on  f o r  i t .  Th i s  wa s  t h e  common  way  i n 
K ing  Cha r l e s ’s  t ime,  rev iv ’d  i n  t h e  Re i gn  o f 
King  Wil l i am ,  and  cont inu ’d  in  the  Reigns  o f 
Queen  Ann e ,  a nd  K ing  Geo r g e .  Bu t  t h i s  Ex - 
c u s e  h a s  b e e n  s o  o f t e n  r e p e a t e d ,  t h a t  i t  i s 
pe r fec t ly  wor n out ;  and  i s  g rown so  s t a l e  and 
t h r e a d b a r e ,  t h a t  t h e r e ’s  s c a r c e  a  M a n  t o  b e 
m e t  w i t h ,  t h a t  c a n  b e  t h e r e by  i m p o s ’d  o n . 
S h o u l d  a n y  o n e  ( e s p e c i a l l y  t h a t  e a t s  K i n g 
Geo r g e ’s  B re a d )  o f f e r  a t  t h i s  t ime  o f  d ay,  t o 
s ay  tha t  th i s  i s  no  p roper  Sea son  fo r  so  good 
and neces sar y  a  Work a s  th i s ,  o f  secur ing such 
a  Gove r nmen t  a s  ou r s ,  by  a l l  t h e  a dd i t i on a l 
S t rength that  can be g iven i t ,  for  fear  o f  the i r 
being thrown into the Hands of  the Dissenter s , 
a n d  t h e i r  b e i n g  t o o  mu c h  f avo u r ’d ,  i t  w i l l , 
by  a l l  Men ,  b e  unde r s t ood  t o  b e  i n  e f f e c t  a 
dec l a r ing  tha t  no th ing  i s  eve r  to  be  done  fo r 
them, since a properer Season cannot be assign’d.
	�  And
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And  t h ey  mu s t  b e  weake r  t h an  many  Peop l e 
reckon  ’ em,  a f t e r  a l l  the  Je s t s  tha t  have  been 
s p e n t  u p o n  t h e m ,  i f  t h i s  d o n ’t  s a t i s f y  t h e m 
what they have to trust to.

But i t  seems th i s  i s  a  S tep wi l l  c rea te  Div i- 
s i on :  And  a re  we  t h en  t o  r un  t h e  h a z a rd  o f 
h av i ng  t h e  Goveminen t  ove r t h rown ,  f o r  f e a r 
o f  D iv i s i on ?  I  t ake  i t  t o  be  c apab l e  o f  P roo f 
w h i c h  t o  a  r e a s o n a b l e  M a n  m ay b e  a s  s a t i s - 
f ac tor y  a s  a  Demons t r a t ion ,  Tha t  King  Geo r g e 
w i l l  g a in  by  i t ,  much  more  than  he  c an  po s - 
s i b l y  lo s e.  For  he  c anno t  depend  on  any  tha t 
can be los t ,  by hi s  taking a  Step that  i s  so ne- 
cessary as this, to his own and the publick Safe- 
t y :  A n d  a s  f o r  t h o s e  w h o s e  S e r v i c e  h e  t h i s 
way  g a i n s ,  h av i n g  t h e i r  H e a r t s  b e f o r e ,  a n d 
be ing  f u l ly  c o n v i n c ’d  o f  t h e i r  Loya l t y  and  Zea l , 
he  may  no t  on ly  depend  on  the  u tmos t  they. 
c an  do  fo r  h im in  any  Ex igence ;  bu t  they,  in 
c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  L o w - C h u r c h ,  w i l l  b e  i n  a 
C a p a c i t y  o f  e a s i l y  o bv i a t i n g  a l l  t h a t  o t h e r s 
c a n  d o  a g a i n s t  h i m .  S o  t h a t  i f  t h e r e  b e  a 
D iv i s i on ,  i t  t end s  t o  s t reng then  the  Gove r n- 
men t ,  and  no t  to  weaken  i t ;  and  the re fo re  i t 
c annot  be  b l am’d  by  such  a s  a re  hea r ty  in  i t s 
Interest.

But  s ay  t h a t  s o m e  m ay  b e  t h i s  way  d i s o - 
b l i g ’d :  I s  t h a t  a  s u f f i c i e n t  A r gumen t  a g a i n s t 
what  i s  p la in ly  for  the Interes t  of  the Gover n- 
men t ?  Wheneve r  you  pu t  i t  t o  t h e  Tr ya l ,  i t 
c a n  b e  o p p o s ’d  bu t  by  t wo  s o r t s  o f  Pe o p l e :
	 D� Either
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E i t h e r  by  s u ch ,  a s  t ho ’ t h ey  l i ve ;  unde r  t h e 
P ro t e c t i o n  o f  t h i s  G ove r n m e n t ,  ye t  a r e  d e - 
s i rou s  o f  a  new Revo lu t i on ;  o r  s uch ,  a s  t ho ’ 
t h e y  t r u l y  l o v e  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t ,  a r e  y e t 
a f r a i d  t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  n o t  d o  i t  S e r v i c e ,  bu t 
c r e a t e  n e w  H e a t s .  I f  t h e  f o r m e r  o f  t h e s e 
a r e  d i s o b l i g ’d ,  I  t a ke  i t  t o  b e  s o  mu c h  t h e 
be t te r ;  because  ’t i s  a  Proof  tha t  they  a re  con- 
v i n c ’d  t h i s  Me thod  t end s  t o  c ro s s  t h e i r  De - 
s igns .  Which i s  a  good Argument  in  f avour  o f 
i t .  A n d  i f  t h e  l a t t e r  s h o u l d  b e  a  l i t t l e  d i s - 
obl ig ’d  for  the  pre sent ,  the i r  Love to  the  Go- 
ve r n m e n t  w i l l  ke e p  i t  f ro m  g o i n g  f a r ;  a n d 
t he i r  s e e ing  t he i r  m i s t ake  a f t e rwa rd s ,  c anno t 
bu t  he l p  t o  s e t  t hem r i gh t .  Bu t  whoeve r  a re 
d i sob l i g ’d ,  l e t  Gen t l emen  judge,  whe the r  ’t i s 
f i t  t h a t  t h e  Fe a r  o f  t h a t ,  s h o u l d  d i s c o u r a g e 
t h e m  f r o m  t a k i n g  a  M e t h o d  t h a t  t e n d s  t o 
keep  t he  Body  o f  t h e  l oya l  Sub j e c t s  o f  K ing 
Geo r g e ,  f rom  l y i n g  a t  t h e  Me rc y  o f  s u ch ,  a s 
a re  in  the  In te re s t  e i ther  o f  the  Pre tender,  o r 
o f  t h e  K i n g  o f  S w e d e n ;  w h e t h e r  h e  b e  h i s 
D e p u t y,  o r  h i s  R iva l :  A n d  a l s o,  w h e t h e r  i t 
b e  mo re  re a s on ab l e  t o  g r a t i f y  r e a l  Enem i e s , 
t h a t  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  d i s g u i s e  o f  F r i e n d s ,  t o 
t h e  d i s o b l i g i n g  S u b j e c t s  o f  k n ow n  a n d  a p - 
p r o v ’d  L o y a l t y  a n d  Z e a l ,  o r  t o  g r a t i f y  a 
nu m b e r  o f  r e a l  F r i e n d s  a n d  l oya l  S u b j e c t s , 
by  p u t t i n g  ’ e m  i n t o  a  C a p a c i t y  o f  c u r b i n g 
k n ow n  E n e m i e s :  A n d  m e t h i n k s  i t ’s  n o  h a rd 
matter to judge in so plain a Case.
	�  You
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You  t e l l  m e ,  yo u  f i n d  a n  A r g u m e n t  w i l l 
b e  d r awn ,  f rom the  Number  and  S t reng th  o f 
t h e  To r i e s ,  who  w i l l  b e  a g a i n s t  t h i s  Repe a l : 
Bu t  tha t ,  I  con fe s s ,  I  t ake  to  be  an  exce l l en t 
A r g u m e n t  f o r  i t .  Fo r  i f  t h ey  a r e  s o  s t ro n g 
a nd  nume rou s ,  a f t e r  t h ey  h ave  h ad  s o  much 
t o  we ake n  t h em ,  ’t i s  c e r t a i n l y  h i gh  t ime  t o 
g u a rd  o u r  s e l ve s  a g a i n s t  t h e m ,  t h a t  we  m ay 
n o t  l i e  a n y  m o r e  a t  t h e i r  m e r c y.  I  c a n 
s a f e l y  t u r n  t h e i r  o w n  Wo r d s  u p o n  t h e m 
i n  t h e i r  c e l e b r a t e d  M e m o r i a l ,  w i t h  a  v e r y 
l i t t l e  c h a n g e .  I f  t h e  S t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  To r i e s 
i s  s t i l l  s o  c o n s i d e r a b l e ,  a s  t o m a k e  i t  d a n - 
g e r o u s  t o  p r e v o k e  t h em ,  by  e a s i n g  t h e i r  F e l l ow - 
S u b j e c t s,  o f  w h o s e  L oya l t y  a n d  Z e a l  t h e  G o - 
v e r nmen t  i s  f u l ly  conv inc ’d ;  t h i s  i s  s o  f a r  f r om 
b e i n g  a n  A r g u m e n t  a g a i n s t  t h e  R e p e a l  d e s i r ’d 
t h a t  i t  i s  a  g o o d  A r g u m e n t  f o r  i t .  F o r  i f  t h e i r 
In t e r e s t  i s  s o  f o rm idabl e,  a s  t o  make  i t  haza rdou s 
t o  o f f e n d  t h e m ,  i t  i s  f u l l  t i m e  t o  v e n t u r e  t h e i r 
D i s p l e a s u r e,  wh e n  t h e r e  i s  s u c h  r e a s o n  t o  d r e a d 
t h e i r  P o w e r.  A n d  i f  t h e y  a r e  n o t  s o  t e r r i b l e , 
a s  t h e y  wou l d  mak e  t h e  Wo r l d  b e l i e v e  t h e y  a r e, 
it is prudent to prevent their being so.

A noth e r  A r g u m e n t  yo u  i n t i m a t e ,  i s  t h i s : 
Tha t  i t  i s  bu t  a  sma l l  and  incons iderable  Pa r- 
t y  t h a t  wo u l d  b e  t h i s  way  g r a t i f y ’d .  I  s u p - 
pose  you mean,  ’t i s  ins inuated that  the Dissen- 
t e r s  a re  so ;  and I  am not  sur pr iz ’d  a t  the  Sug- 
ge s t i on .  Fo r  I  pe rc e ive  the s e  Di s s e n t e r s  a re  a 
s o r t  o f  Peop l e  t h a t  h appen  to  be  e i t h e r  f o r -
	 D 2� midable



	 [ 28 ]�

m idab l e  o r  con t empt ib l e,  a c co rd ing  a s  e i t he r 
o f  t h o s e  V i ew s  b e s t  s e r ve  t h e  P u r p o s e s  o f 
those  who have dec la r ’d  themse lves  the i r  Ene- 
m i e s .  I  h ave  s o m e t i m e s  h e a r d  t h e m  r e p r e - 
s en t ed  a s  a  Body  o f  Peop l e ,  t h a t  we re  much 
t o  b e  d r e a d e d ,  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  N u m b e r s , 
t he i r  Un ion ,  t he i r  conce r t ed  Mea su re s ,  t he i r 
S e c re s y,  t h e i r  h av ing  t he  t r ad ing  Pa r t  o f  t h e 
Na t i on  s o  much  i n  t h e i r  I n t e re s t ,  a nd  t h e i r 
S t e ad i n e s s  t o  a  Man  t o  t h e  p re s en t  Gove r n - 
m e n t .  I  h ave  i n  o t h e r  C o m p a ny  h e a r d  t h e 
ve r y  s ame  Peop le  r un  down,  a s  ve r y  de sp i c a - 
ble  fo r  the i r  Number  and In te re s t ,  and  so  in- 
s ign i f i cant ,  a s  not  to  de se r ve  any  Regard .  For 
m y  ow n  p a r t ,  I  k n ow  t h e m  t o  b e  a  c o n - 
s i d e r a b l e  B o d y,  t a k e  t h e m  t o g e t h e r ,  a n d 
t o  h a v e  n o  s m a l l  I n f l u e n c e  i n  E l e c t i o n s 
o f  M e m b e r s  o f  P a r l i a m e n t ,  w h e n  t h e y  a r e 
u n i t e d  a m o n g  t h e m s e l v e s ,  a n d  w i t h  L o w - 
C h u r c h ;  a n d  t h e  P u b l i c k  h a d  t h e  B e n e f i t  o f 
i t  in K. Char les ’s  Reign; and al so in K. George ’s 
Their  Interes t  in  Cor porat ions ,  and among the 
t r a d i n g  a n d  m o n i e d  Pa r t  o f  t h e  N a t i o n ,  i s 
no t  d e sp i c ab l e .  And  I  am  we l l  s a t i s f y ’d ,  t h a t 
l e t  t hem bu t  h ave  to l e r ab l e  Us age,  and  the i r 
Ze a l  f o r  K ing  Geo r g e  i s  s u ch ,  t h a t  t h ey  w i l l 
exe r t  themse lve s ,  beyond  wha t  c an  be  expec- 
t ed ,  i n  t h e  S e r v i c e  o f  t h e  Gove r nmen t .  And 
a s  t h e  Fe a r  o f  t h i s  i s  t h e  r e a s o n  w hy  s o m e 
a r e  s o  u n w i l l i n g  t h ey  s h o u l d  b e  f r e e d  f ro m 
the i r  i nc apac i t a t i ng  C log s ,  so  i s  t he  Hope  o f
	�  it
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i t  the  t r ue  rea son  why many  o f  the i r  Fe l low- 
S u b j e c t s ,  w h o  va l u e  t h e m  n o t  a s  D i s s e n t e r s , 
a n d  wo u l d  l i ke  t h e m  mu c h  b e t t e r ,  d i d  t h ey 
f a l l  i n  w i t h  t h e  Na t i on a l  E s t a b l i s hmen t ,  a re 
ye t  d e s i rou s  t h ey  s hou ld  be  f re ed  f rom the i r 
Shack l e s ,  t h a t  t he  Gove r nmen t  may  h ave  the 
Benef i t  of  their  hear ty and zea lous  Service.  So 
that i t  i s  not the Dissenters  barely that would be 
th i s  way g ra t i fy ’d ,  but  the most  hear ty  Fr iends 
o f  King  Georg e ,  and h i s  Gover nment ,  who a re 
a s  d i f f e r e n t  i n  t h e i r  P r i n c i p l e s  a n d  Te m p e r 
f rom the  Dis s en t e r s ,  a s  the  Dis s en t e r s  a re  f rom 
the  E s t ab l i s h ’d  Chu rch .  And  t ake  t h e s e  bo th 
t og e t h e r,  a nd  I  hope  no  Man  w i l l  r e f u s e  t o 
a l l ow  t h e m  t o  p a s s  f o r  a  ve r y  c o n s i d e r a b l e 
Body.

To  c r o w n  t h e  w h o l e ,  y o u  t e l l  m e ,  y o u 
a re  apprehens ive  upon the  Mot ion ,  the re  wi l l 
b e  a  Rev iva l  o f  t he  Cr y  o f  t h e  Dan g e r  o f  t h e 
Chu r c h .  Bu t  the re  i s  no  g re a t  ma t t e r  i n  th a t , 
a s  long as  there can be no Danger in i t  to rea l 
Re l i g i on ,  a bou t  wh i ch  t h ey  t h a t  c r y  ou t  a - 
bou t  t h e  Dang e r  o f  t h e  Chu r c h ,  a re  common ly 
l e a s t  c o n c e r n ’d .  I  h o p e  t h e  M a g i c k  o f  t h a t 
Cr y  i s  a lmos t  wor n  ou t  and  spen t .  I  am su re 
many  Gen t l emen ,  a s  we l l  a s  you r  s e l f ,  a re  o f 
op i n i on ,  t h a t  un l e s s  t h e s e  Ac t s  a re  re p e a l ’d , 
w h a t eve r  b e c o m e s  o f  t h e  C h u rc h ,  t h e  S t a t e 
w i l l  b e  i n  d a n g e r ;  a n d  I  s h o u l d  t h i n k ,  t h a t 
m igh t  be  a l l ow ’d  an  equa l  Conce r n  fo r  Se l f - 
oreservation with the Church.
	�  But



	 [ 30 ]�

But  i f  t h i n g s  a r e  c o m e  t o  t h a t  p a s s ,  t h a t 
the  Church can never  be  s a fe  and out  o f  dan- 
g e r ,  t i l l  K i n g  G e o r g e  i s  d e t h ro n ’d ,  a n d  we 
h ave  a  n e w  R e v o l u t i o n ,  I ’ l l  ve n t u r e  t o  s a y 
( b e  t h e  C o n s e q u e n c e  w h a t  i t  w i l l )  ’t i s  n o 
Church  o f  God ’s  a ppo in t i ng ;  i t  i s  a  Chu rch , 
f o r  w h i c h  n o  t r u e  P ro t e s t a n t  c a n  h ave  a ny 
a f f e c t i o n :  I t  c a n  b e  n o n e  bu t  Pa r s o n  Pa u l ’s 
a n d  Pa r s o n  H o w e l l ’s  C h u rc h :  I t  h a s  n o t  t h e 
l e a s t  f o o t i n g  m  t h e  Wo rd  o f  G o d :  I t  m u s t 
come to  no th ing ,  o r  e l s e  we  mus t  a t  once  be 
Pap i s t s ,  S l ave s ,  a nd  Foo l s .  And  f rom  s u ch  a 
Church, Good Lord deliver us.

Th u s ,  i n  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  yo u r  D e s i r e , 
I  h a ve  w i t h  s o m e  f r e e d o m  c o n s i d e r ’d  t h i s 
A f f a i r ,  i n  w h i c h  I  h e a r t i l y  w i s h  yo u  g o o d 
Successs; and am,

Honour’d Sir,

Your most obedient Servant,

March 19,
1716–17,

� D. E.


