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To the Much Honoured

THE

L a d y  L E V E T.

Madam,

M
y  D e s i g n  i n  p r e - 
f i x i n g  y o u r  L a - 
d y s h i p ’ s  N a m e 
t o  t h e s e  D i s - 

c o u r s e s ,  i s  p u b l i c k l y  t o
	 A 2� re-
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re tu r n  you  Thanks ,  fo r  a  con- 
t i nu ’d  S u c c e s s i o n  o f  U n c o m - 
m o n  F a vo u r s ,  w h i c h  h a v i n g 
f a l l e n  u n d e r  G e n e r a l  O b s e r - 
v a t i o n ,  c a l l  f o r  P u b l i c k  A c - 
knowledgment.

Th e  i n t i m a t e  F r i e n d s h i p 
w i t h  w h i c h  yo u  we r e  p l e a s ’d 
t o  h o n o u r  m y  D e a r  M o t h e r 
Dece a s ed ,  you r  con s t an t  Ten- 
d e r n e s s  t o  h e r  f o r  s o  m a n y 
Ye a r s  wh i l e  l i v i n g ,  you r  So r - 
row fu l  L amen t i n g  h e r  Remo- 
va l ,  and  you r  Gene rou s  K ind- 
n e s s  t o  a l l  t h a t  t h e  h a s  l e f t 
b e h i n d  h e r ,  h a v e  m a d e  t o o
	�  deep
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d e e p  I m p r e s s i o n s  e ve r  t o  b e 
forgotten.

We  h e r  C h i l d r e n  t h a t  h a d 
t h e  s t r o n g e s t  N a t u r a l  R i g h t 
t o  h e r  t h a t  i s  n ow  a t  R e s t , 
m u s t  ( a s  m u c h  a s  w e  H o - 
n o u r ’d  h e r )  h a v e  A c t e d  a n 
u n n a t u r a l  P a r t  t o w a r d s  h e r 
w h i l e  s h e  c o n t i nu ’d  w i t h  u s , 
h a d  we  m a d e  t h e  l e a s t  D i f f i - 
c u l t y  o f  s o  f a r  d e n y i n g  o u r 
s e l ve s ,  a s  t o  r e s i g n  h e r  t o  s o 
P e c u l i a r  a  F r i e n d  a s  y o u r 
L a dy s h i p,  w h o s e  e n d e a r i n g 
L ove  a c c o m p a ny ’d  h e r  t o  t h e 
l a s t  H o u r s  o f  h e r  L i f e ,  f o l - 
	�  low’d
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l ow ’d  h e r  t o  h e r  G r ave ,  a n d 
out-lives her Funeral.

A s  h e r  E x e c u t o r , e n t r u s t e d 
to  t ake  c a re  o f  he r  Conce r n s , 
and  so  ob l i g ’d  bo th  t o  do  Ju - 
s t i c e ,  a n d  t o  m a n a g e  w i t h 
w h a t  D e c e n c y  I  a m  a b l e ,  I 
do  f i r s t  i n  he r  Name,  nex t  i n 
m y  o w n ,  a n d  t h e n  i n  t h e 
N a m e  o f  a l l  h e r  S u r v i v i n g 
Re l a t i on s  and  F r i end s ,  i n  t h e 
F a c e  o f  t h e  Wor l d ,  ( bu t  w i t h 
r e a l  i nwa rd  G r a t i t u d e )  r e t u r n 
T h a n k s  t o  y o u r  L a d y s h i p , 
f o r  m u l t i p l y ’d  K i n d n e s s e s , 
t h a t  a re  i n  re a l i t y  t oo  b i g  f o r 
Expression.� And
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A n d  s i n c e  i t  h a s  p l e a s ’ d 
G o d  b y  h e r  R e m o v a l ,  t o 
t a ke  a  C o m p a n i o n  f ro m  yo u r 
L a d y s h i p ,  t o  w h o m  y o u r 
H e a r t  w a s  s o  c l o s e l y  k n i t , 
t h a t  t o  t h o s e  w h o  k n ew  yo u 
be s t ,  you  s eem’d  a s  i t  were  to 
h a v e  b u t  o n e  S o u l  b e t we e n 
yo u ,  I  h o p e  yo u  w i l l  c o n s i - 
d e r ,  t h a t  h e  h a s  t a k e n  away 
bu t  w h a t  h e  g ave ,  a n d  w i t h - 
d r a w n  n o t h i n g  f r o m  y o u , 
b u t  w h a t  H e  f r o m  h i m s e l f 
c a n  a b u n d a n t l y  s u p p l y ;  a n d , 
t h a t  i m m o d e r a t e  G r i e f  i n 
one  o f  you r  Eminence,  wou ld 
D i s c o u r a g e  a n d  D i s h e a r t e n 
many.� GOD
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G O D  h a s  b e e n  w i t h  y o u 
( M a d a m )  i n  m a n y  P u b l i c k 
a n d  P r i v a t e  D i f f i c u l t i e s :  H e 
h a s  r e m a r k a b l y  a s s i s t e d  yo u 
i n  a d o r n i n g  yo u r  P ro f e s s i o n 
b y  a  v e r y  E xe m p l a r y  B e h a - 
v i o u r ,  i n  t h e  m o s t  H o n o u r a - 
b l e  S t a t i o n s  t h a t  a n y  L a d y 
c o u l d  r i s e  t o ,  i n  o n e  o f  t h e 
m o s t  Po p u l o u s  a n d  F l o u r i s h - 
i n g  C i t i e s  i n  t h e  U n i v e r s e : 
H e  h a s  e n a b l e d  yo u  t o  m a ke 
l i g h t  o f  t h o s e  Te m p t a t i o n s 
by  which o ther s  have  been in- 
s n a r ’d  a n d  r u i n ’d :  A n d  s u p - 
p o r t e d  yo u  u n d e r  Tr i a l s  t h a t 
h a ve  b e e n  v e r y  s h o c k i n g  t o
	�  Na-
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N a t u r e ,  b y  w h i c h  m a n y 
w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  d e p r e s s ’d 
a n d  s u n k :  A n d  I  d o u b t  n o t 
bu t  H e  w i l l  p e r f e c t  t h a t  w h i c h 
c o n c e r n e t h  y o u .  H e  i s  a l w a y s 
t h e  s a m e  a n d  c h a n g e t h  n o t ; 
a n d  t h a t  C o v e n a n t  o f  H i s , 
which  I  am sa t i s fy ’d  i s  a l l  you r 
S a l va t i o n  a n d  a l l  y o u r  D e s i r e , 
i s  o r d e r ’d  i n  a l l  T h i n g s  a n d 
sure.

Yo u r  L a d y s h i p ’ s  r e m a r k - 
a b l e  S t e a d i n e s s  i n  o p p o s i t i o n 
t o  E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  I m p o s i t i o n s , 
j o i n ’d  w i t h  a  v i s i b l e  Conce r n 
f o r  re a l  Ho l i ne s s ,  a  Ca tho l i ck
	 a� Spirit



xii	 god’s concern for his glory

h o n o u r  t h e  G r e a t  G O D,  i n 
your  Conduct ,  wi th  your  Sub- 
f i ance,  and  in  eve r y  Capac i t y, 
may be  a t tended wi th  a  Grow- 
i n g  H o n o u r  h e r e  o n  E a r t h , 
a n d  a  G l o r i o u s  A d va n c e m e n t 
h e r e a f t e r  i n  a  b e t t e r  Wo r l d , 
is and will be the Hearty

Prayer of,

My Lady,

Your Ladyship’s

most Obedient Servant,
August 1.

1715.

� Edm. Calamy.
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Isaiah LXVI. 18, 19.
— —  I  w i l l  g a t h e r  a l l  N a t i o n s  a n d  To n g u e s , 

a n d  t h e y  s h a l l  c o m e  a n d  s e e  m y  G l o r y.  A n d  I 
w i l l  s e t  a  s i g n  a m o n g  t h e m ,  a n d  I  w i l l  s e n d 
t h o s e  t h a t  e s c a p e  o f  t h e m ,  u n t o  t h e  N a t i o n s,  t o 
Ta r s h i s h ,  P u l  a n d  L u d  t h a t  d r a w  t h e  b o w, 
t o  Tu b a l  a n d  J a v a n ,  t o  t h e  I s l e s  a f a r  o f  t h a t 
h a v e  n o t  h e a r d  my  F a m e ,  n e i t h e r  h a v e  s e e n  my 
G l o r y ;  a n d  t h e y  s h a l l  d e c l a r e  my  G l o r y  a m o n g 
the Gentiles.

T
He se  Word s  a re  a  p l a i n  P red i - 
c t i o n  o f  t h e  s p r e a d i n g  o f  t h e 
Gospel among the Genti le Nati- 
ions, who were all to see the Glory 
o f  t h e  L o r d .  T h e  J e w s  w h o 
we r e  o f  O l d  G o d ’s  p e c u l i a r 
Peop le,  and  to  whom t h e  Glo r y 

wa s  appropr i a t ed ,  s t r ange ly  ove r-va lu ’d  them- 
s e l ve s  on  the  Accoun t  o f  t he  P r iv i l ege s  w i th 
which they were dist inguish’d; and were so l i f t- 
ed up with Pr ide, that they despis’d all other Na- 
tions as impure: But the Blessed God whose usu- 
al Method it is to withdraw those f avours which 
are abus’d to Pr ide and Presumpcion, here signi- 
f ies by his Prophet,  (and He often did the same 
upon other Occasions) that He had Mercy in store
	 B� for

Rom. ix.
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for the Inhabitants of other Countr ies, whom the 
Jews so much contemn’d,  and ful ly intended to 
f avour  them wi th  a  S ight  o f  His  Glo r y ,  o f  the 
Continuance of which among them that haugh- 
ty and ungrateful People were so unworthy.

Th e  P r o p h e c y  b e g a n  t o  b e  m a d e  g o o d , 
when a t  Ant io c h  in  Pis id ia ,  S t .  Paul  and Barna- 
ba s ,  upon the  Contrad ic t ion and Bla sphemy of 
the envious Jews, turn’d from them to the Gen- 
t i l e s :  And they  in t imate  a s  much,  in  dec l a r ing 
that  they did this  in Compliance with a Divine 
Command or  Pred ic t ion ,  by  which i t  was  s ig- 
n i f y ’d ,  Tha t  the  Mes s i a h  s hou ld  be  a  L i g h t  o f 
the  Gent i l e s,  and  f o r  Sa lva t i on  t o  the  Ends  o f  the 
Ear th .  And the same Prophecy was accompli sh- 
ed  ye t  more  fu l ly,  a f te r  the  Des t r uc t ion o f  J e - 
ru sa l em ,  when the  Apos t le s  and the i r  Conver t s 
among  the  J ew s ,  a s  we l l  a s  Gen t i l e s ,  wen t  up 
a n d  d ow n  t h e  Wo r l d ,  f ro m  o n e  C o u n t r y  t o 
another,  publ i sh ing to  a l l  People  the  Ever l a s t - 
ing  Gospe l ,  which  i s  in  the  Text  s a id  to  be  a 
Declaring the Glory of the Lord among them.

The  Apo s t l e s  took  g re a t  Pa in s  i n  execu t ing 
the i r  Commis s ion ,  and  ne i the r  they  nor  the i r 
fe l low- labourer s  wanted F ide l i ty  or  Di l igence ; 
a nd  g re a t  Su c c e s s  a t t e nded  t h em :  And  ye t  I 
d a re  no t  s ay,  a s  s ome,  Tha t  eve r y  p a r t i c u l a r 
Na t ion  o f  the  Ea r th ,  h ad  in  tho se  T ime s  the 
Happines s  o f  See ing  God’s  Glo r y ,  or  having the 
Gospe l  pub l i s h ’d  i n  i t .  I  know no t  bu t  t he re 
may be  some Par t s ,  fo r  whom tha t  B le s s ing  i s 
re se r v ’d  in  Times  tha t  a re  ye t  to  come.  How- 
eve r ,  we  may  s a f e l y  s ay  w i t h  S t .  Pau l ,  Th a t 
their Sound went into al l the Ear th, and their Words 
unto the Ends o f  the World .  As their Commiss ion 
was  Univer sa l ,  so  the  Law tha t  went  f o r th  ou t  o f 
Zion, and the Word o f  the Lord that  came f rom Je-
	�  rusalem,

Acts xxi.46

ver. 47. 
Isa. xlix. 
6.—

Rom. x. 
18.

Psa. ii. 5.
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rusa lem ,  was convey’d by them and their  Agents 
even to some of the remotest Par ts of the World 
t h a t  we re  a t  t h a t  T ime  known .  And  whe re - 
ever  the  Gospe l  came,  i t  was  a  g rea t  B le s s ing : 
And whoever consider s  the wretched Condit ion 
of the several Nations of the Ear th, before Chr i- 
st ianity reach’d them, cannot be insensible of it . 
Fo r  t h i s  wa s  t h e i r  common  Ca f e ;  They  we re 
w i t h ou t  Ch r i s t ,  b e i n g  A l i e n s  f r om  t h e  Common - 
wea l th  o f  I s ra e l ,  and  S t range r s  f r om the  Covenan t 
o f  P r omi s e :  hav ing  no  Hope,  and  w i thou t  God  in 
t h e  Wo r l d .  B u t  w h e re - eve r  t h e  G o s p e l  c a m e 
the People were so f avour’d as  to have the Glo- 
r y  o f  t h e  L ord  r i s i n g  a n d  s e e n  u p o n  t h e m . 
H i s  G l o r y  w a s  d e c l a r e d  a m o n g s t  t h e m .  W h i c h 
made a blessed Alteration.

T h i s  P ro p h e c y  t a ke s  p a r t i c u l a r  N o t i c e  o f 
several  Countr ies that were to be thus f avour’d. 
Tarshish is mention’d, which is generally thought 
to  re fe r  to  Ci l i c i a ,  and the  Coas t  o f  the  Medi - 
t e r ranean-Sea ,  tha t  was  oppos i te  to  Judea :  Tho’ 
other s thereby under stand Spain, in which there 
was  a  P l ace  ca l l ’d  Tar t e su s .  By  Pul  some th ink 
Afr i ca  i s  meant;  while other s apply i t  to Assyr ia 
and Par th ia ,  which was  eminent  for  drawing  the 
Bow .  Lud  seems to s igni fy  the Les s e r -As ia :  And 
by  Tu b a l  a n d  J a va n ,  a l l  u n d e r h a n d  I t a l y  a n d 
Gr e e c e .  And  I  s e e  no t  why  t h e  I s l e s  a f a r  o f f , 
should not be a l lowed to take in a l l  the Is lands 
remote f rom Judea ,  which of  Barbarous became 
Chr i s t ian,  upon having the Gospel  publ i sh’d in 
them: And among the res t  these I s l e s  o f  Br i ta in 
must  be  inc luded,  i f  they were  not  pr inc ipa l ly 
in t ended ;  wh ich  ye t  i s  wha t  some  ( and  tho se 
no incons iderable  Per sons  ne i ther )  have appre- 
hended.
	 B 2� As

Eph.  
12.

Isa.lx.i



4	 god’s concern for his glory

As  fo r  the  I s l and s ,  wh ich  a re  na tu r a l l y  su r - 
rounded with the Sea, God seems from the f ir s t 
to have taken them under his special Protection. 
As He wal l ’d them with his  Providence, so i t  i s 
here declar ’d ,  that  He intended to f avour them 
w i th  t h e  Knowledge  o f  h i s  Tr u th .  The  Ps a l - 
mi s t  ca l l s  upon them to re joyce in hi s  Gover n- 
ment .  The Lord ,  s a i th  he,  r e i gne th ,  l e t  the  Ear th 
r e j oy c e,  l e t  t h e  Mul t i t ude  o f  I s l e s  b e  g l ad  th e r e o f . 
And our  Prophet  s t i r s  People  up to  s ing  a  new 
Song,  and to  g ive  g lo r y  unto  the  Lord,  and de c la r e 
h i s  P ra i s e  in  th e  I s l and s :  And dec l a re s ,  tha t  t h e 
I s l e s  should wai t  f o r  h i s  Law .  And another  says , 
Hea r  t h e  Wo rd  o f  t h e  L o rd ,  O  ye  Na t i o n s,  a n d 
d e c l a r e  i t  i n  t h e  I s l e s  a fa r  o f f .  And  i t  ha s  been 
thought  by some,  tha t  F i sher men were  the  ra- 
ther  chosen to be the f i r s t  Preacher s  and Pub- 
lishers of the Blessed Gospel, because being used 
t o  S a i l i n g ,  t h ey  wo u l d  o n  t h a t  A c c o u n t  b e 
f i t t e r  than  o the r s  to  convey  the  Tr u th  to  the 
Islands, by their Voyages.

Wh e n  t h e  I s l e s  a r e  s o  o f t e n  m e n t i o n ’d  i n 
our f a ere d Wr iter s, and the Is les afar of f singled 
out  a s  Objec t s  o f  God’s  spec ia l  Care,  wi th  re- 
spec t  to  Evange l i c a l  L igh t  and  Grace,  ’t i s  no t 
unl ike ly  but  these  Br i t i sh  I s l ands  may be par t i- 
cu l a r l y  in t ended :  the  r a the r,  becau se  the re  i s 
good  Ev i d enc e  t h a t  God  h a t h  em inen t l y  s a - 
vour ’d  them.  He made  ea r ly  Prov i s ion  for  the 
Plant ing Br i ta in  wi th Inhabi tant s .  Moses  in  h i s 
H i s t o r y,  s p e a k i n g  o f  t h e  Son s  o f  J a va n  s ay s , 
That by these were the Isles of the Gentiles divided in 
their Lands, every One after his Tongue, after their 
Families, in their Nations. ’Tis general ly ag reed, 
that  the Sons of  Javan  peopled Gree ce ,  and that 
Colonies from thence help’d to people Gaul, from 
whence the f i r s t  Inhabi tant s  came into Br i ta in ;
	�  than

Psa. xcvii. 
1.

Isai. xlii. 
10, 12.

ver. 4. 
Jer. xxxi. 
10.

Gen. 2. 5.
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than which no Is land of  any Consequence,  that 
God  ha th  on  any  Account  pecu l i a r l y  f avour ’d 
in spir i tua l  Respect s ,  i s  in i t s  S i tuat ion f ar ther 
dis tant from Judea .  When therefore the Is l e s  a fa r 
o f f ,  fo r  which  i t  many  Ways  appea r s  God had 
g rea t  B le s s ings  in  s tore,  a re  in  my Text  joyn’d 
with Javan ,  i t  is most probable the Br it ish Is lands 
a re  me an t ,  wh i ch  a re  t h e  mo s t  d i s t a n t  Pa r t s 
t h a t  we re  f i r s t  p e o p l e d  by  J a va n ’s  Po s t e r i t y, 
that have been admitted to see God’s Glory ,  and 
had it declared among them.

And  s uppo s i n g  t h e  P red i c t i on  i n  t h e  Tex t 
to have a par ticular Respect to our native Coun- 
t r y  o f  Br i t a i n ,  we  cannot  bu t  s ay.  I t  ha s  been 
fu l l y  a ccomp l i sh ’d ;  and  i t  may  be  we l l  wor th 
our While to observe and consider how remark- 
ably  i t  ha s  been ver i fy ’d  by  the  Event .  Hard ly 
any  Na t ion  upon  Ea r th  h a s  s e e n  more  o f  t he 
Glory o f  God  than this  I s land which we inhabit , 
which for  a  long Time had no t  hea rd  h i s  Fame: 
And consider ’d as  Inhabitants  of  thi s  Land, no- 
thing becomes us  more,  than to take par t icular 
Not ice  o f ,  and wi th  Thankfu lne s s  to  own and 
a d o r e ,  t h e  G o o d n e s s  o f  A l m i g h t y  G o d ,  i n 
which we have had so g reat  a  Share ;  and care- 
fu l ly  to  improve h i s  Angula r  B le s s ings .  That  I 
may herein give some Assistance, I propose

I .  To cons ider  the  f i r s t  Publ ica t ion of  Chr i- 
s t iani ty in this  I s land, which before was Barba- 
rous, and full of Darkness and Idolatry.

I I .  To  t a ke  n o t i c e  o f  t h e  C o n t i nu a n c e  o f 
Chr i s t iani ty in thi s  Countr y ever  s ince;  in di f- 
ferent  Circumstances  indeed,  in severa l  Per iods 
of Time, and yet so as that the Glory of the Lord 
hath been dec;ared among us,  from one Age to an-
	�  other
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o the r,  down to  th i s  p re s en t  Day.  And  he re,  I 
shal l  dist inctly consider the State of Chr istianity 
in this Island,

1.  F rom  t h e  f i r s t  P l a n t a t i on  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h 
Churches in the Time of the Romans, to the

Conversion of the Saxons.

2 .  Among the  Saxon s ,  a f t e r  the  Roman s  l e f t 
this Island, to the Norman Conquest.

3. From the Reign of Will iam the Conqueror, 
down to the Reformation from Popery. And

4 .  F r o m  t h e  R e f o r m a t i o n ,  t o  t h e  T i m e s 
wherein we live.

More  than  Hin t s  c annot  be  expec ted ,  when 
such  a  Compas s  i s  t aken :  But ,  I  hope,  i t  w i l l 
appear in the Sequel ,  that  they are improveable 
to very good. Purposes.

I begin then,
I .  With  the  f i r s t  Publ i c a t ion  o f  Chr i s t i an i - 

ty in this Island, which before was as full of Bar- 
ba r i t y  a s  o the r  Count r i e s .  Gi lda s ,  who  wro te 
about the Year of  Chr i s t  564,  ( that  i s ,  between 
e l even  a nd  twe l ve  Hund red  Ye a r s  a go )  s ay s . 
That Christ shewing his br ight Light to all the World, 
a f fo rded hi s  Rays,  that  i s  h i s  Pre cept s,  in the la t t e r 
End o f  the Reign, as  we know, o f  Tiber ius Cæsar, 
when his  Rel ig ion was propagated without any Hin- 
d rance .  And i f  he meant  thi s  of  the Publ icat ion 
o f  the  Gospe l  i n  Br i t a i n ,  wh ich  ha s  been  the 
most prevai l ing Opinion, we must a l low him to 
h a d  b e t t e r  A d va n t a g e s  f o r  t h e  k n o w i n g  t h i s
	�  with

De Excid. 
Brit.
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wi th  Cer ta in ty  then ,  than we can  have  a t  th i s 
D i s t ance.  Accord ing  to  th i s  Account ,  th i s  I s - 
land had Chr ist ianity preach’d in i t ,  within f ive 
Year s  o f  our  Sav iour ’s  Cruc i f ix ion ,  which was 
ver y ear ly :  Perhaps too ear ly,  a l l  Circumstances 
con s i de r ’d ,  f o r  a  P l a c e  t h a t  l ay  s o  remote.  A 
la te Lear ned Wr iter  therefore as ser t s  that  those 
Words  of  Gildas  have been misunder s tood,  and 
apply ’d  to  the par t icu la r  Preaching of  the  Go- 
spel  in Br i ta in ,  whereas  they were meant of  the 
genera l  L iber ty  of  Preaching i t  throughout  the 
World. But be it as it will as to that, al l Ancient 
Wr i t e r s  a g ree.  Tha t  Chr i s t i an i t y  wa s  p l an t ed 
in this  Land very soon, consider ing its  Distance 
f rom  J u d e a .  And  i f  we  do  bu t  c on s i d e r  how 
mi s e r ab l y  the  Fo l lower s  o f  Chr i s t  we re  the re 
h a r a s s ’d  and  p e r s e cu t ed ,  i t  c anno t  a ppe a r  an 
imp robab l e  Th ing ,  t h a t  s ome  o f  t h em m igh t 
be for flying to the remotest Western Parts, where 
they  might  hope  to  publ i sh  the  Fa i th  o f  the i r 
Cr uc i f y ’d  Ma s t e r  w i th  more  Sa f e t y  th an  they 
c o u l d  i n  t h e  E a s t .  H oweve r ,  i n  a  M a t t e r  o f 
thi s  Nature,  we must  be content  with Probabi- 
l i t i e s ,  wh ich  a re  no t  wan t ing  in  P roo f  o f  the 
Preaching o f  the  Gospe l  in  th i s  I s l and,  dur ing 
the Times of  the ver y Apost les  of  our Saviour. 
For  Euseb iu s ,  who i s  our  mos t  anc ient  Church 
Histor ian, speaking of the Pains of the Apostles, 
does expresly asser t ,  That some of them in pur- 
suit of that Design. passed over the Ocean, to those 
which are  ca l l ’d the  Br it i sh Is lands .  And Theodore t 
another ancient Wr iter of Ecclesiast ical  History, 
among the  Nat ions  conver ted by the  Apos t le s , 
expresly names the Br itons .  Ter tul l ian  and Origen 
a l s o  who  l ived  in  the  th i rd  Cen tu r y,  bo th  o f 
them speak  o f  Chr i s t i an i ty  a s  then rece iv ’d  in 
t h i s  L and .  The  f o r me r  s ay s ,  Th e r e  a r e  P l a c e s
	�  of
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o f  the  Br i tons  whi c h  we r e  ina c c e s s i b l e  t o  the  Ro- 
mans ,  bu t  ye t  subdu ’d  t o  Chr i s t :  And the  l a t t e r 
s ay s ,  The  Towe r  o f  God  ou r  Sav i ou r  i s  e ven  w i th 
them whi c h in  Br i ta in are  d iv ided f rom our  Wor ld . 
Which  Pa s s age s  be ing  con s ide r ’d ,  he  mus t  be 
ver y  unrea sonable  tha t  should  ca l l  in  ques t ion 
the early Receipt of Chr ist ianity among the In- 
habitants of this Island.

But as to the f ir st Publishers of Chr istianity in 
this  our Native Country, we have very dif ferent 
Accounts .  The Romani s t s  genera l ly  a f fer t .  That 
it was St. Peter who here f ir st publish’d the Faith 
of a Crucify’d Jesus; and they are the more zea- 
lous in af f irming and defending i t  too (as f ar as 
they a re  able )  tha t  they may f rom thence have 
a Claim upon us, as f ir st receiving our Chr istia- 
nity from their Bishop, and by Consequence de- 
pending upon his Successors in that See, in Mat- 
ter s  of  Relig ion. But they are hard put to i t  to 
g ive any tolerable Proof that St. Peter ever was at 
Rome ;  and  ’t i s  ye t  more  d i f f i cu l t  f o r  them to 
prove that the Bishops of Rome are his Successors. 
Howeve r,  s u ppo s i n g  t h a t  h i s  h av i n g  b e en  a t 
Rome  wa s  unque s t i on ab l e ,  a nd  h i s  b e i ng  t h e 
f ir st Conver ter of this Is land to Chr ist ianity was 
fu l ly  prov’d,  I  cannot see but  hi s  Conver t s  and 
those who came af ter  them, would have had as 
good a Right to take a l l  their  Measures  in Re- 
l i g i o u s  M a t t e r s  f ro m  t h e  S a c r e d  S c r i p t u r e s , 
(wi thout  be ing bound to  regard h i s  Succes sor s 
in  any  Thing  not  bot tom’d upon those  Sacred 
Orac le s )  a s  i f  they  had been conver ted  by any 
o ther  Preacher.  But  a f te r  a l l  th i s  S t i r  tha t  ha s 
been made,  the Author s  which are produc’d by 
the Romanists to prove that St. Peter preached the 
Gospel here in Br itain ,  (such as Eysingrenius ,  and 
Innocent the f irst, and Simeon the Meraphrast, who
	�  is

Orig. in 
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i s  ve r y  p a r t i cu l a r,  a nd  w i l l  h ave  Pe t e r  f ound 
Churches  here,  and ordain Bishops ,  Pr ies t s  and 
Deacons) are comparat ively Modern, and there- 
fore  but  l i t t le  to  be regarded.  And I  th ink Bp.  
Sti l l ingf leet has very plainly prov’d that his Busi-  
ne s s  l ay  qu i t e  ano the r  Way,  and  tha t  the re  i s 
no  p robabl e  Ev idence  o f  h i s  eve r  coming  h i - 
ther.

O t h e r s  s a y.  T h a t  S t .  J a m e s  t h e  S o n  o f 
Zebedee ,  and Brother of St.  John ,  here f ir st  pub- 
l i sh ’d the Gospel  of  Chr i s t :  But that  could not 
be,  because  he  was  cu t  o f f  a t  J e ru sa l em  by  the 
S wo rd  o f  H e r o d .  O t h e r s  h ave  a s s e r t e d  i t  o f 
Simon  the  Canaan i t e ,  spoken o f  in  the  Gospe l , 
and  o the r s  o f  Ar i s t o bu l u s ,  who  i s  by  S t .  Pau l 
t a ken  No t i c e  o f  w i th  h i s  Hou s h o l d :  Bu t  t h ey 
that  are for  the Tradi t ion as  to e i ther  of  them, 
a re  des t i tu te  o f  any ant ient  Tes t imony or  Pro- 
bab i l i t y,  Othe r s  have  a f f i r m’d .  Tha t  J o s e ph  o f 
Ar ima th ea ,  who was  so  k ind  a s  to  l ay  our  Sa- 
v iour  in  h i s  own Tomb,  came a f t e rward s  wi th 
L a z a r u s ,  M a r y  M a g d a l e n e ,  & c .  t o  G a u l ,  a n d 
from thence into these Par ts ,  to preach the Go- 
fpe l  to  the  Barbarous  Br i t on s .  But  tha t  f amous 
Story which seems to have been f ir st  s tar ted af- 
ter  the Norman Conques t ,  i s  deservedly di scard- 
ed  by  Bp.  S t i l l i n g f l e e t ,  a s  an  Inven t ion  o f  the 
Monks of  Glas tonbury ,  to serve their  own Inte- 
r e s t s ,  by  a d va n c i n g  t h e  R e p u t a t i o n  o f  t h e i r 
Monastery.

O f  a l l  t h e  A p o s t l e s ,  S t .  Pa u l  a p p e a r s  t h e 
most l ikely to have been the Publisher of Chr i- 
s t i an i t y  in  th i s  I s l and ,  and  tha t  he  wa s  so,  i s 
a s s e r ted  by  severa l  Anc ien t  Wr i te r s .  Theodo r e t 
s ay s ,  Tha t  S t .  Pau l  b r ou gh t  Sa l va t i on  t o  t h e  I s - 
l a n d s  t h a t  l i e  i n  t h e  O c e an :  And  th a t  a f t e r  h i s 
R e l e a s e  a t  Rome,  h e  w e n t  t o  S p a i n ,  a n d  f r om 
	 C� thence
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thence  ca r r y’d the Light  o f  the  Gospe l  to  o ther  Na- 
t i ons .  And i t  appear s  much more l ike ly  that  he 
s h o u l d  t h e n  t r ave l  i n t o  t h e s e  We s t e r n  Pa r t s , 
than  re tu r n  back  in to  the  Eas t ,  where  he  had 
taken so  much pa ins  to  Spread the  Gospe l  be- 
f o re.  And  S t .  J e r om  s ay s ,  Tha t  ha v i n g  b e e n  i n 
Spa in ,  he  wen t  f r om one  Ocean  t o  ano the r,  im i ta - 
t ing  the  Mot ion and Cour s e  o f  the  Sun o f  Righ t e - 
ousness,  o f  whom i t  i s  sa id.  His go ing fo r th i s  f rom 
the  End o f  Heaven,  and h i s  Ci r cu i t  unto  the  Ends 
o f  i t :  And that  hi s  Di l i gence  in  Prea c h ing  extend- 
ed as far as the Ear th i tse l f :  And that he preached 
the Gospel  in the Wester n Par t s .  And Bp.  St i l - 
l i n g f l e e t  h a th  I  t h ink  f a i r l y  made  i t  ou t ,  t h a t 
t h i s  Apo s t l e  h ad  Le i su re  and  Oppor tun i t y  e - 
nough to have come hi ther ;  and tha t  here  was 
Incouragement  and  Inv i t a t ion  enough for  h im 
to come.

But  w h o s o eve r  wa s  t h e  f i r s t  P u b l i s h e r  o f 
the  Chr i s t i an  Re l i g ion  in  th i s  Land ,  we  have 
Reason to take Notice of it  as a s ingular Mercy, 
tha t  i t  came hi ther  so  soon:  And some Things 
that  contr ibuted to i t ,  deserve to be consider ’d 
and observ’d.

Th i s  I s l and  wa s  f i r s t  en t red  by  the  Roman s 
unde r  J u l i u s  Cæ s a r ,  a  l i t t l e  a bove  f i f t y  Yea r s 
be fo re  our  B le s s ed  Sav iour ’s  Inca r na t ion ,  and 
t h a t  m a d e  Way  f o r  C h r i s t i a n i t y.  B y  b e i n g  a 
Conquest of the Roman Empire, we got so much 
the ear l ier  to be Subjects  to Chr i s t .  That  War- 
l ike People,  who with a  most  amazing Success , 
h ad  ( a c co rd ing  to  fo rego ing  D iv ine  P red i c t i - 
ons )  spread the i r  Vic tor ious  Ar ms in  a l l  Par t s , 
f i r s t  came and beat  the Inhabitants  into Civi l i- 
t y,  and  a  l i t t l e  po l i s h ’d  t h em,  and  t hen  t hey 
were f i t ter  to receive the Chr i s t ian Ins t i tut ion, 
t h an  i n  t h e  T ime  o f  t h e i r  f o r me r  B a r b a r i t y.
	�  For
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For i t  i s  ag reed on al l  Hands,  That Br i ta in ,  l ike 
other Countr ies ,  before the Coming of the Ro- 
man s ,  wa s  f u l l  o f  Ba rb a r i sm  and  B r u t i s hne s s . 
T h e  Pe o p l e  l i v ’d  r u d e ,  a n d  d i s p e r s ’d  a m o n g 
Woods and Mar shes ,  having no f ix’d Dwel l ings , 
bu t  f requen t l y  chang ing  the i r  Hab i t a t ion s  fo r 
Conven i ency.  They  were  d iv ided  in to  s eve r a l 
l i t t l e  Gove r nmen t s ,  and  f u l l  o f  Qua r re l s  and 
An imos i t i e s  among  themse l ve s ,  and  the re fo re 
e a s i l y  s ubdu ’d  by  a  g re a t e r  a nd  mo re  un i t e d 
Fo r c e .  T h e i r  C i t i e s  we r e  o n l y  a  f ew  l i t t l e 
Hu t t s ,  bu i l t  c l o s e  toge the r,  w i th  a  Ba r r i c ade 
o f  Tree s  abou t  them;  and  some For t i f i c a t ion s 
o f  Woods ,  and  Bogg s ,  and  Di t che s .  They  had 
no Advantage s  fo r  the  Cul t iva t ion  or  Improv- 
men t  o f  t he i r  Mind s .  In  D iv ine  Th ing s  the i r 
No t i on s  we re  mo s t  g ro s s  a nd  s en s e l e s s .  The 
Dru i d s ,  who  re ckon ’d  i t  un l aw fu l  t o  commi t 
any  Thing  to  Wr i t ing ,  were  the i r  In s t r uc tor s . 
The i r  Devo t i on  ( s u ch  a s  i t  wa s )  wa s  d iv i d ed 
amongs t  a  g rea t  Va r i e ty  o f  Ob jec t s .  They  o f - 
f e r ’d  u p  H u m a n e  S a c r i f i c e s .  G i l d a s  t e l l s  u s , 
T h a t  t h e i r  I d o l s  we r e  m o re  nu m e ro u s  t h a n 
those of  Egypt ,  and s t rangely featur ’d ;  and that 
s o m e  o f  t h e m  c o n t i nu ’d  i n  h i s  D ay s .  T h e i r 
Idolatry seems to have been of the g rosser Sor t. 
T h e i r  M a n n e r s  we r e  m o s t  i m p u r e .  Te n  o r 
t we l ve  M e n  a m o n g  t h e m  wo u l d  p o s s e s s  o n e 
Woman  a s  t h e i r  common  Wi f e ,  t ho ’ s h e  wa s 
o f  n e a re s t  k i n .  Mo the r,  Daugh t e r,  o r  S i s t e r . 
And a s  fo r  the i r  Civ i l  Knowledge,  the  u tmos t 
He igh t  o f  i t ,  o f  which  we  have  any  Account , 
l ay  in  the Poet ica l  Composures  o f  the i r  Bards , 
ch ie f l y  de s ign ’d  to  pe r pe tua te  the  Memor y  o f 
t he i r  Ance s to r s ,  and  the i r  mos t  g lo r iou s  Ac- 
c h i evemen t s :  Un l e s s  we  t a ke  i n  t h e  Mag i c a l 
Ar t s  fo r  wh ich  Pl iny  rep re sen t s  the  Br i t on s  a s
	 C 2� more
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more f amous, even than the Pers ians  themselves. 
And  on  the s e  Accoun t s  t he  coming  o f  Chr i - 
f t i a n i t y  h i t h e r ,  wa s  t h e  g r e a t e r  M e rc y ;  a n d 
a t  t h e  f ame  t ime  t h e  P rov i d en c e  o f  God  i n 
paving the Way for i t ,  by the Means of the Ro- 
mans, is the more to be admir’d.

But  i t  de s e r ve s  Obse r va t i on ,  Tha t  t ho ’ t he 
Romans  had  made the i r  Way to  Br i t a in ,  be fore 
the Incar nat ion of  our Blessed Saviour,  yet  was 
no t  t h e i r  Powe r  f u l l y  s e t t l e d  he re,  no r  t h e i r 
Gover nment f ix ’d ,  t i l l  some Time a f ter.  Cæsar , 
a s  Tac i t u s  s ay s ,  r a the r  shew’d  th i s  Count r y  to 
t h e  Roman s  t h an  s ubdu ’d  i t .  I n  t h e  T ime  o f 
Augustus (in whose Reign our Saviour was born) 
the Br i tons  sent Presents  to the Capitol ;  but no 
Roman  Gar r i sons  o r  Colon ie s  were  f ix ’d  here, 
nor  Mag i s t ra te s  and Jur i sd ic t ions  se t t led ,  a s  in 
o the r  Pa r t s  o f  the  Empi re.  And  the  Ca se  wa s 
much  t he  s ame  unde r  Ti b e r i u s ,  a nd  Ca l i g u l a . 
But Claudius  came hither in Per son, and reduc’d 
t h e  C o u n t r y  i n t o  t h e  Fo r m  o f  a  P rov i n c e , 
unde r  A.  P l a u t i u s  h i s  L i eu t en an t .  F rom  t h a t 
Time the  I s l and became Roman .  Whi le  Things 
were in this  State,  there was the less  Danger of 
Opposit ion in attempting to spread Chr ist ianity. 
They that  ingag’d in i t  before the Time of  the 
Emperor Claudius ,  would only have to do with 
the  Nat ives ,  who were  not  l ike ly  to  fe t  them- 
se lves  against  them with so much Zeal  or Cru- 
c i t y,  a s  w a s  u s u a l  a m o n g  t h e  R o m a n s ,  i n 
Ca s e  o f  I nnova t i on s  i n  Ma t t e r s  o f  Re l i g i on . 
And  a f t e rwa rd s ,  t h e  Br i t i s h  Cap t ive s  a t  Rome 
who were  conver ted  to  Chr i s t i an i ty,  would  in 
a l l  Probabi l i ty  forward the Chr i s t i aniz ing thei r 
Na t ive  Coun t r y.  And  i f  Claud i a ,  t he  Wi f e  o f 
Pud e n s  t h e  Roman  S en a t o r,  wa s  s h e  t h a t  wa s 
s poken  o f  by  S t .  Pau l ;  a nd  Pomvon i a  G ræ c i n a
	�  Wife
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Wife  to  A. P lau t iu s  the  L ieutenant ,  was  a l so  a 
Chr is t ian,  (as  i s  most  l ikely f rom the Character 
g iven  o f  he r  by  Ta c i t u s )  the i r  Re l i g ion  cou ld 
not but encl ine them, therein to g ive what En- 
couragement and Assistance they were able.

A nd  w i t h a l ,  we  h ave  g o o d  E v i d e n c e ,  t h a t 
t h e re  wa s  a  Co r re s pondence  be tween  Gre e c e , 
and those Par t s  of  Gaul  that  border ’d upon the 
Medi t e r ranean-Sea ,  where Marse i l l e s  was  a  noted 
Greek  Co lony.  Th i the r  c ame  many  Chr i s t i an s 
from the Eastern Par ts ,  as i s  plain from the ear- 
l y  S e t t l emen t  o f  Ch r i s t i a n  Chu rche s  i n  t h a t 
Qua r t e r :  And  t h e  c r u e l  Tre a tmen t  t h ey  me t 
with there, might probably enough induce some 
o f  them to  seek  a  mere  qu ie t  Reg ion ,  and  so 
br ing them hi ther  to Br i ta in ,  where there does 
no t  appea r  to  have  been  so  much  Oppos i t ion 
to  Chr i s t i an i t y  a t  i t s  f i r s t :  Publ i c a t i on ,  a s  i n 
Gaul.

Such Th ing s  a s  the s e  may  ve r y  f i t l y  be  t a - 
ken  no t i ce  o f ,  a s  advan t ag iou s  C i rcums t ance s 
a t tending and forward ing the  f i r s t  de c l a r ing  the 
Glory of God ,  in this Is land, by the Spreading of 
Chr i s t i an i ty  here,  accord ing  to  the  Pred ic t ion 
of the Prophet. But I proceed

I I .  To  con s i d e r  t h e  Con t i nu an c e  o f  Ch r i - 
s t i an i ty  in  th i s  our  Nat ive  Countr y,  ever  s ince 
i t  f i r s t  ga t  Foot ing  here ;  in  d i f f e rent  Ci rcum- 
s tances  indeed,  in severa l  Per iods of  Time, and 
yet so as  that  the  Glory o f  the  Lord has  s t i l l  been 
dec lar’d among us, from one Age to another, down 
to thi s  present  Day.  This  I  am to view in Four 
several Periods. And,

1 .  I  b e g i n  w i t h  t h e  S t a t e  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y 
among the Ancient Br itons ,  as to which we have
	�  not
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not  many Wr i ter s  remaining,  to  g ive us  Light , 
Gildas  our most ancient Author (who l iv’d soon 
a f t e r  t ho ’ no t  unde r  the  Roman  Emp i re )  t e l l s 
u s .  That  t ho ’ th e  P r e c ep t s  o f  Chr i s t  we r e  r e c e i v ’d 
bu t  l uk ewa r m ly  o f  t h e  I nhab i t an t s  ,  ye t  t h e y  r e - 
main’d int i re ly with some, less  s incere ly with others, 
even unt i l  the  n ine  Yea r s  o f  Pe r f e c t i on  unde r  Dio- 
c l e t i a n .  I t  d e s e r v e s  t o  b e  l a m e n t e d ,  t h a t 
we  h ave  s o  f ew  R e m a i n s  o f  t h e  f i r s t  C h r i - 
s t i an s  in  th i s  I s l and .  Gi lda s  g ive s  u s  the  p l a in 
Rea son  o f  i t .  The  Monumen t s  ( s ay s  he )  o f  o u r 
Coun t r y,  o r  Wr i t i n g s  ( i f  t h e r e  w e r e  a ny )  a pp e a r 
n o t .  Th ey  we r e  e i t h e r  bu r n t  by  t h e  F i r e  o f  En e - 
mie s,  o r  t ran spo r t ed  fa r  o f f  by  ou r  ban i sh ’d  Coun- 
try-Men.

S eve ral  h ave  s a i d  mu c h  o f  o n e  K i n g  L u - 
c iu s ,  (who i s  repre sented a s  the  f i r s t  Chr i s t i an 
pr ince  tha t  ever  re ign ’d )  and the  g rea t  Things 
he did in Favour of Relig ion about the Year of 
Chr ist 180: But whether their Grounds are f irm, 
i s  dubious.  The Account comes from Bede ,  who 
takes  not  the lea s t  Not ice  of  any Chr i s t i ans  in 
this Is land before, where we have so much Rea- 
son to think they were by that Time pretty nu- 
merous .  And there  i s  so  much o f  the  Fable  in 
the Par t icu lar s  o f  the Account  (a s  in  hi s  be ing 
Genera l  Monarch of  the whole I s land,  and f ix- 
ing  Twenty-e igh t  B i shop s  and  Archb i shop s  in 
the Twenty-e ight  Ci t ie s  o f  i t ,  in  the Room of 
s o  many  F l am in s  and  A rch f l am in s  o f  t h e  Pa - 
g a n s ,  &c. )  t h a t  t a k i ng  t h a t  away,  i t s  h a rd  t o 
s ay  wha t  o f  Tr u th  migh t  rema in .  Gi lda s  t ake s 
no more Notice of  thi s  King Luc ius ,  than i f  he 
had never  heard o f  h im,  which i s  sca rce  to  be 
suppos ’d i f  there  ever  were such a  Per son.  But 
i f  there real ly was such a Pr ince, he either l iv’d 
ou t  o f  t h e  Roman  Pa l e ,  o r  h ad  t oo  n a r row a
	�  Terri--

Usser. Brit. 
Eccl. Anti. 
c. 3.4,5,6.
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Ter r i tor y  to  be  capable  o f  those  g rea t  Things , 
which many have ascrib’d to him.

H ow e v e r ,  ’ t i s  e v i d e n t .  T h a t  a f t e r  C h r i - 
s t iani ty obtain’d here,  a  g reat  Par t  of  the Inha- 
bi tant s  s t i l l  cont inu’d Pagans :  And yet  our  Ho- 
ly Relig ion made a Prog ress .  As i t  got Ground, 
the Temples of their antient Idols, were some of 
them destroy’d, and other s of them dedicated to 
t h e  Tr u e  a n d  L iv i n g  G od.  We  h ave  n o  A c - 
count  o f  such Sever i t i e s  here  in  the  Pr imi t ive 
Times,  aga ins t  the Fol lower s  of  a  Cruci fy ’d Je- 
sus  a s  in  other  Countr ie s .  That  which was  the 
l a s t  o f  the  Ten Per secu t ion s  under  the  Roman 
Emperours, seems to have been the f irst that affe- 
c ted  th i s  I s l and .  But  in  tha t  genera l  Ca lami ty, 
in the Reign of Dioc le t ian ,  and Maximian ,  about 
t h e  Ye a r  303,  t h e  Ch r i s t i a n s  h e re  we re  ve r y 
g re a t  Su f f e re r s .  ’T i s  s a i d ,  Tha t  Max im i a n  a l - 
most rooted out the Chr ist ian Religion from Br itain, 
and tha t  they  who su f f e r ’d  Mar ty rdom we r e  a lmos t 
b e y o n d  N u m b e r.  G i l d a s  t e l l s  u s ,  T h a t  t h e i r 
Chur c he s  we r e  th r own down,  and  a l l  th e  Books  o f 
Holy Scr iptures that could be found, were burnt in the 
S t r e e t s ;  and the  c ho s en  Pr i e s t s  o f  the  F lo c k  o f  ou r 
Lo rd ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  i nno c en t  Sh e ep  mu rd e r ’d . 
S t .  Alban  o f  Veru l am ,  and  Aaron ,  and  Ju l i u s  o f 
Car l i s l e  upon Usk  in  Monmouth sh i r e ,  and many 
o the r s ,  s e a l ’d  t h e  Tr u th  o f  Ch r i s t i an i t y  w i th 
their Blood.

But  w he n  t h e  S t o r m  wa s  ove r ,  wh i ch  d i d 
not las t  much above a Year,  the Chr is t ians here 
(as well as in other Par ts) f led out of the Woods 
a n d  D e n s ,  a n d  C ave s ,  w h e r e  t h e y  h a d  h i d 
themselves,and re built their demolish’d Church- 
e s ,  a nd  f l ou r i s h ’d  t o  a  g re a t  Deg re e  bo th  i n 
Pe a c e  a n d  U n i t y.  T h ey  we re  mu c h  f avo u r ’d 
by Cons tan t iu s ,  the  Fa ther  o f  Cons tan t ine ,  who
	�  continu’d

Usser. Brit. 
Ec. Antiq. 
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continu’d for  the la t ter  Par t  of  hi s  Li fe  here in 
Br i ta in ,  and would suf fer  no Man to die for his 
Re l i g i on  i n  h i s  Domin ion s .  I t  wa s  h e re  a l s o 
tha t  Cons t an t in e  h imse l f  (who was  a  Nat ive  o f 
t h i s  I s l and )  f i r s t  d e c l a r ’d  h imse l f  a  Chr i s t i an 
o r  i n c l i n ’d  t h a t  Way,  w h i c h  i t  i s  n o t  l i ke - 
h e  wo u l d  h a ve  p u b l i c k l y  d o n e ,  h a d  n o t  a 
good Par t  o f  h i s  Ar my been o f  tha t  Re l ig ion . 
And  up on  h i s  Advan c emen t  t o  t h e  Impe r i a l 
Th rone,  ’t i s  no t  t o  b e  wonde r ’d  a t ,  i f  mo re 
Sp lendour  a t tended Chr i s t i an i ty  a s  i t  was  here 
p ro fe s s ’d ,  than  had  been  known be fore :  But  I 
have not upon the str ictest Enquiry I have been 
able to make, hither to been able to discern suf- 
f ic ient Ground to apprehend, that from the Be- 
g inn ing ,  Churche s  o r  P l ace s  o f  Wor sh ip  were 
s o  nob l y  ado r n ’d ,  o r  Chu rch-Gove r nmen t  s o 
model l ’d  in th i s  I s l and,  a s  some Time a f ter ;  or 
t h a t  t h e  P re l a t i c a l  Fo r m  o f  Gove r nmen t  wa s 
any Par t  o f  tha t  Glor y  tha t  was  a t  f i r s t  de c l a r ’d 
i n  th i s  I s l and ,  a ccord ing  to  the  P red i c t ion  o f 
my Text.

I  k n ow  i n d e e d ,  t h a t  a  ve n e r a b l e  P r e l a t e 
of the Church of England, hath publish’d a Dis- 
cour se, intituled, An Histor i ca l  Account o f  Church 
Gove r nment ,  a s  i t  was  in  Grea t  Br i t a in  and  I re- 
land, when they f i rst receiv’d the Chr ist ian Religion ; 
in  which  he  under t ake s  to  p rove,  Tha t  i t  wa s 
much the same from the Fir st ,  that i t  i s  at  Pre- 
s e n t :  Bu t  h e  t h a t  r e a d s  ove r  Gi l d a s  w i t hou t 
Prejudice,  wi l l  I  am apt to think be incl in’d to 
o the r  Sen t imen t s .  I t  i s  a  Th ing  tha t  de s e r ve s 
o u r  O b s e r va t i o n ,  T h a t  h e  w h o  i s  t h e  m o s t 
a n c i e n t  W r i t e r  we  h ave  e x t a n t ,  i n  h i s  A c - 
count of the State of Br itain as to Ecclesiast ical 
Matter s  in for mer Times,  mentions Pr iest s ,  and 
Cle rk s  o r  Doc t o r s ,  bu t  t ake s  no t  the  l e a s t  No-
	�  tice
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t ice  of  Bishops  advanc’d above Pr ies t s  with any 
such  Supe r - eminence  a s  wa s  a f t e rwa rd s  com- 
mon,  t i l l  he  came to speak of  Times  in  which 
Things had taken another Turn *.
	�  The

Light  a s  I  am able  in  a  nar row Compas s .  I  have read over  the 
two remaining Discourses of Gildas with some Care. I observe that 
in his Preface to the first of them, which is concerning the Destruction 
of Britain, he promises to treat of Religion, of Persecution, of the Holy 
Mar tyrs . and of divers Heresies , &c. but not a Word of the Ancient 
Bishops  of the Br itans ,  as to whom we might rat ional ly have ex- 
pected he should have g iven us what Light he could. In the Dis- 
course it self , the f ir st time he speaks of any that were ingag’d in 
administr ing the sacred Offices of Religion, is under the Persecuti- 
on of Dioclesian; when he tells us, not that the Bishops with their 
Clergy and the People,but the chosen Priests of the Flock of the Lord,with 
the innocent Sheep were slain. And complaining afterwards of the ge- 
neral Cor ruption of the Britans, notwithstanding they were so se- 
verely handled by the Picts and Scots, he says, that not only Secular 
Men, But even the Flock of God and its Pastors, (he had been likely e- 
nough to have said Bishops had he known them to have had any at 
that time among them) who ought to have been Examples to all the Peo- 
ple, were as bad as any; and he g ives affecting Instances of it. And 
afterwards, speaking of the Cruelties of the Saxons, he says, That all 
the Colonies were destroy’d with their Batter ing Rams, and all the Inhabi- 
tants with the Governours of the Church, the Priests and People,were cut off, 
with gl i t ter ing Swords and crackling Flames,  &c. His words are, Cum 
Præpositis Ecc lesiæ, sacerdotibus, ac populo . Methinks he must have a 
very good Will to it, that can f ind in his Heart to make any more 
of these Præpositi Ecc lesiæ, than Pastors of Churches, with their As- 
sistants, call ’d Sacerdotes ,  Pr iests. And yet a l itt le after, intimating 
how the Successes God was pleas’d to afford the Britans against the 
Saxons were resented, he says, That their Kings, their publick and pr i- 
vate Persons, their Priests, and their Ecclesiasticks, all kept their proper Or- 
der, I cannot see what Right any have at this Distance, to turn these 
Priests into Bishops, whatever becomes of the Ecclesiasticks mention’d. 
And afterwards speaking freely to one of the Pr inces of that Time, 
of his gross Enormities, he says, What Priest, not what Bishop, whose 
Heart is r ight with God, hear ing these things can forbear crying out with 
the Prophet, O that my Head were Waters, and mine Eyes a River of Tears, 
See. And having dealt with the Pr inces of his Time, and drawing 
to the Close of his First Discourse, ha expresses himself thus: How 
willingly would I here, like one toss’d about with the Waves of the Sea that 
had reach’d the Port, be at rest, if I did not see such and so great Mountains

	 D� of

* I shall 
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Th e  S t a t e  o f  R e l i g i o n  a t  f i r s t  i n  B r i t a i n . 
s ca rce  a l low’d  o f  such a  Se t t l ement :  Nor  have 
we (as f ar as  I  can perceive) suff icient Evidence 
of  i t  remaining,  to war rant  a  pos i t ive Af f i r ma- 
tion.

B i shop  S t i l l i n g f l e e t  †  f r ank l y  owns .  Tha t  by 
the Loss of the Records of the Br itish Churches, we 
cannot draw down the Success ion of Bishops f rom the 
Apos t l e s  Time:  But  then he adds ,  We have  g r ea t
	�  Reason

of Malice, rais’d in our Order, against God, by Bishops or other Priests, or 
Clerks? Whereupon he proceeds to add a sharp Rebuke to the Eccle- 
staslical Order in a Second Discourse.

Bp. Lloyd (in his Account of the Ancient Government of the Bri- 
tish Church, Ch. 3. §. 3.) says, That Gildas in the 4th Passage above, 
mention’d, by the Governors o f  the Church ,  ( the Præposi t i  Ecc les iæ ) 
means Bishops .  This he says appears, by what fo l lows soon af ter. For 
(says he) he shews that the Br itans that escap’d out of the hands of the 
Saxons had sti l l the three Orders remaining among them, of Bishops or 
other Sacerdotes or Clerks: and these he calls Ecclesiastical Orders or De- 
grees . Sir James Dalr imple. (in his Collections concerning the Scot- 
tish History, p. 80.) observes, that Gildas ufes the words Episcopus, 
Sacerdos, Cler icus, and Presbyter, to signif ie the same Thing: and de- 
clares he thought it strange that that Learned Prelate stumbled on 
his Ecclesiast ical Steps and Degrees here, where there is nothing 
but a plain Level. But it seems he was willing Gildas should be ac- 
quainted with his Order. However I beg Leave to observe, that in 
my Book, Gildas in that Clause where he mentions Bishops or other 
Pr iests or Clerks, calls them our Order, not Orders or Degrees. It must 
indeed be own’d that in his next Discourse, intitul’d A severe Rebuke 
to the Ecc lesiastick Order (for with him all Ecclesiasticks were of one 
and the same Order) he does mention Ecclesiastical Degrees: But then 
in the very same Breath, he blames his Cotemporary Ecclesiasticks, 
for being more ambitious of those Degrees, than of the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven; and for defending those Degrees when they had taken them [Tyran- 
nico r itu] which I know not how to translate better than in a Ty 
rannical manner. And if he thought there was any thing or Tyranny, 
in these Ecclesiastical Degrees its a Sign he look’d upon them as Inno- 
vat ions and imposit ions:  For he could not suppose, nor does he 
g ive us the least Hint, that there was Tyranny in the Church from 
the Beginning. And for the far ther Satisfaction of such Readers as 
are willing to be open to Light, That Gildas (who never speaks but 
of one Order, tho’ he owns Ecc lesiastical Degrees) was not so clear as
	�  to
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Reason to presume such a Success ion.  Other s are of 
a  cont ra r y  Opin ion,  and want  not  for  r a t iona l 
Probab i l i t i e s  to  suppor t  i t .  Meth inks  however, 
i t  can be no g reat Service to Chr ist ianity,to re- 
present  that  a s  a  Fundamenta l  of  our Rel ig ion, 
(as Diocesan Episcopacy must be esteem’d, by such 
as  hold i t  to be necessar y to Val id Order s ,  and 
Va l i d  O rd i n a n c e s ,  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  Va l i d 
Bapt i sms )  which  a t  l a s t  amount s  but  to  a  Pre - 
sumpt i on ,  accord ing  to  the  Account  o f  One so 
de s e r ved ly  ce l eb r a t ed  fo r  h i s  Lea r n ing  a s  B i - 
shop Stillingfleet.

But  l e t  u s  s ee  the  Bot tom upon which  th i s 
remarkable Presumpt ion  s tands ,  according to the 
Accoun t  g iven  by  i t s  mo s t  c e l eb r a t ed  Advo- 
cates.

’Tis  p leaded,  * That  there were three Br i t i sh 
Bi shops  a t  the Counci l  a s sembled a t  Arle s ,  An . 
314 ;  one  ou t  o f  e a ch  P rov ince,  w i th  one  B i - 
shop  and  one  Deacon :  And  the se  B i shop s  a re 
by  the  Subscr ip t ion which remains ,  s a id  to  be
	 D 2� Eborius

to the three Orders as that Learned Prelate represents him, I recom- 
mend to his Consideration the Entrance upon his Second Discourse, 
where he expresses himself thus: Britain hath Priests, but some of them 
are foolish; It hath abundance of Ministers,but no any of ’em are impudent; 
It hath Clerks, but some of them are ravenous and decitful: It hath such as 
are call’d Pastors, but they are as ready as Wolves to murder Souls , &c. 
These Priests and Ministers, Clerks and Pastors, were all of the Ecclesi- 
astick Order: and if they at that Time differ’d in Degree, Gildas does 
not seem to have thought that that made any Difference as to their 
Order. And after all, supposing what the Bishop contends for were 
g ranted him, viz .  That there can be no Doubt what the Church 
Government was among the Br i tans  in Gildas  his  Time, yet that 
being about the Year 560, is f ar from proving that there were Bi- 
shops here from the Beg inning of Chr istianity. Sti l l  I can f ind no 
suitable Evidence, that there was any f ix’d Order of Ecclesiasticks 
super ior to Presbyters in the British Churches, before the coming of 
Germanus  and Lupus ,  about the Year of Chr ist 440, of which the 
subsequent Pages give a farther Account.

* Histor. 
Account. p. 
72. & Still. 
Orig. Br. p. 74. 
&c.
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Ebor ius  Bishop of York ,  Rest i tutus  Bishop of Lon 
don ,  and Adolphius de Civitate Colonia Londinensi- 
um .  But  the  Lear ned Dr.  Cave †  ( a f te r  severa l 
o t h e r s )  f r e e l y  ow n s ,  T h a t  t h e r e  a r e  a  g r e a t 
many  F au l t s  i n  t h e  Name s  s ub s c r i b ’d  t o  t h a t 
counci l .  i t s  a s  l ive ly  there  might  be  a  Mis take 
in  the Names  o f  the  Br i t i sh  Bi shops ,  a s  in  any 
of the rest .  For dif ferent Copies are observ’d to  
vary very remarkably about their  severa l  Names 
and  Ti t l e s  * .  And the  Lea r ned  have  been  no t 
a  l i t t le  put  to i t  to  f ind out  where these  three 
B i s h o p s  s h o u l d  b e  s e a t e d   † .  Fo r  a ny  T h i n g 
t h a t  a s  ye t  a p p e a r s ,  t h ey  m i g h t  a l l  o f  t h e m 
come f rom some Places  in Gaul   ǁ ,  a s  those did 
w h o  a r e  m e n t i o n ’d  b e f o r e  t h e m ;  a n d  t h e r e 
m i gh t  b e  s ome  F au l t  i n  t h e  Tr an s c r i b e r s ,  i n 
representing them as coming from Britain.
	�  Besides

vincia Britannia. Restitutus Episcopus de Civitate Londinensi, Provincia su- 
pra scr ipta. Adelsius Episcopus de Civitate Colonia Londinensium, Exinde 
Sacerdos Presbyter; Arminius Diaconus .  And the Subscr iption is the 
same in Spelman. In Isidore Mercator’s Collestion, the Subscr iption is 
thus: Ex Provincia Bitania Eburius Episcopus; ex Civitate Culnia. Adel- 
phius. In Peter Crabb’s Edition thus: Ex Provinciâ Br itanniæ, Civitate 
Londinens. Restitutus Episcopus. Ex Provinciâ Byzacena Civit. Tubernicen- 
Eburius Episcopus. Ex eadem Provin. Civitate Culucitana Adelphius. This 
diversity of theSubscription much abates of the certainty pretended.

† As for Colonia Londinensium from whence Adelphius is said to come, 
in the Paris Edition, and in Sir Hen. Spelman, Archbishop Usher says 
’tis Colchester. Brit. Eccl. Antiqu. p. 104. The Learned Selden takes it to 
be Camalodunum, and written Camalodon, which the ignorant Scr ibes 
chang’d into Colonia London, or Londin. Notæ in Eutichium, p. 118. and 
Spelman is of the same Mind. Bp. Stillingfleet, Or. Br it. p. 76. says, 
this Adelsius came Ex Civit. Col Leg. 11. which the ignorant Trans- 
cr ibers might easily turn to Ex Civit. Col. Londin. But the Bp. of St. 
Asaph (now of Worcester) says that this Adelsius came from Caerleon. 
Hist. Acc. of Church Government, &c. pag. 72.

ǁ Thus Eberacensis might be for Ebrorcensis, and might mean the 
Bishop of Eureux in Gaul. And this is not improbable, because of a 
like Mistake we know of , before this time: Some making Taur inus 
of Eureux, who was a Martyr in the Second Century, Bishop of York. 
See Usser.Brit. Eccles. Antiqu. Cap. 3. p. 17.

† Hist. Li- 
teraria, 
Vol. II. 
p. 105.
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B e s i de s ,  i f  t h e r e  we r e  B r i t i s h  B i s h o p s  a t 
Cons t an t i n e s  Counc i l  o f  Ar l e s ,  and  one  out  o f 
e a ch  P rov in c e,  t h e re  s hou l d  h ave  b e en  more 
than three  there.  For  Bi shop Lloyd  h imse l f  ac- 
knowledge s ,  Tha t  the re  was  four  Prov ince s  in 
Br i ta in  in Constant ine ’s  Time, v iz .  Br i tannia pr i - 
ma ,  Br i t ann i a  s e cunda ,  Maxima Cæsa r i en s i s ,  and 
Flavia Cæsariensis *.

But it is with me an Evidence, that there Account. 
were neither three Bishops nor more, f rom Br i- 
ta in ,  at  this Council ,  because of the f ir st  Canon 
that  pas s ’d  in  i t ,  by which i t  was  ag reed,  That 
Easte r  should be  c e l eb ra ted on the same  Sunday,  in 
a l l  t h e  Chu r c h e s  o f  t h e  Wor l d  † .  I t  s eems  more 
r a t iona l  to  suppose,  the re  were  no  Br i t i s h  B i - 
shops there,  than to imag ine they should ag ree 
to that Canon, when the Pract ice of the Br i t i sh 
Churches  i s  wel l-known to have been di f ferent 
f rom tha t  o f  some o ther  Churches ,  fo r  a  long 
Time a f te r.  I f  the  Br i t i sh  Churches  consented 
to this  Canon by their  Bishops,  how came they 
a f te rwards  so  s t i f f l y  to  adhere  to  the i r  anc ient 
Tradi t ions ,  in Opposi t ion to St .  Aust in  and the 
Romans?  As l i t t le  Dif f icul t ie s  a s  these are,  have 
be fo re  now preva i l ’d  w i th  Men o f  Le t t e r s ,  to 
qu i t  No t ion s  more  p l au s i b l y  s uppo r t ed ,  t h an 
this Presence of the British Bishops at this Coun- 
cil of Arles can be pretended to be.

But suppose  there  were  th ree  B i shops  there 
pre sent ,  ( tho ’ no Mor ta l  can  prove  i t )  a l l  tha t 
can f air ly be from thence collected, is only this, 
That  a f ter  the Time of  the Emperour  Cons tan- 
t i n e ,  Br i t a in  became confor mable  to  the  o ther 
P rov ince s  o f  t he  Roman  Emp i r e ,  bu t  no t  t h a t 
t he re  we re  D ioce s an  B i shop s  he re  i n  Br i t a i n , 
from the first Plantation of Christianity.
	�  And

* Historical 
Account. 
pag. 5.

† Spelman. 
Concil. vol. 
I. p. 40.
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And there fore  i t  de se r ve s  Obser va t ion ,  That 
Restitutus, who is said to have been at this Coun- 
cil of Arles as Bishop of London ,  is the very f ir st 
in  the  Cata logue  o f  London  B i shops ,  publ i sh ’d 
by  Mr.  Whar t on :  And a s  fo r  tha t  Cata logue  o f 
the Bishops that was drawn up by Joceline of [[?????]] 
nes ,  Bp. Sti l l ing f lee t  himself  owns. That i t  i s  not 
wor th  men t ion ing .  ’T i s  to  be  s een  in  B i shop 
Ushe r .  But  the Lear ned Mr.  Whar ton  ver y  can- 
d i d l y  rep re s en t s  i t  a s  a  Co l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  f i l t h 
F o r g e r i e s  o f  a  ly i n g  Monk  * .  And  me th ink s  i t 
appear s  no g rea t  Evidence o f  the  Ant iqui ty  o f 
Diocesan Episcopacy in this Country, that [[?????]] 
not only should not have the Name of any one 
Bishop of  London  preserv’d,  before the Days  of 
Cons tant ine,  but  tha t  we should  have no so l id 
Proof that there was any f ix’d Bishop super ior to 
Pre sbyter s ,  even in  such a  Ci ty  a s  tha t ,  which 
i s  by  a l l  own ’d  to  have  been  the  Met ropo l i s , 
before that Time; (that i s ,  for above three hun- 
dred Years after our Saviour) when we had Chr i- 
stianity here so long before.

’ Ti s  f u r t h e r  p l e a d e d .  T h a t  t h e r e  we re  B r i 
t ish Bishops at the Council of Nice , An . 325, and 
Bp.  St i l l ing f l e e t  ver y  s t renuous ly  a rgues  for  the 
probab i l i t y  o f  i t ,  f rom severa l  Conf idera t ions . 
But they rather seem to me to render i t  proba- 
ble that there were no Diocesan Bishops at  that 
T ime in  Br i t a in ;  s ince  no  be t te r  Proo f  can  be 
produc’d that any of them were at  that  Counci l 
where i t  i s  so  l ike ly  some of  them would have 
appear ’d ,  i f  there  had been any then in  be ing . 
But  tha t  there  were  no Br i t i sh  B i shops  a t  tha t 
Counci l  seems to me most  l ike ly,  f rom the S i- 
lence of the Subscr iption to it, and from the Si- 
ence  o f  Eus e b i u s  a l s o,  who  men t ion s  B i shop : 
that  were there from other Par ts  of  Europe ,  and
	�  parti-

Orig. Brit. 
p. 77. 
Brit. Eccl. 
Ant. cap. 5. 
p. 36,37.
* Hist. de 
Episc. Lond. 
pag. 5.

Orig. Brit. 
pag. 89.

De vita 
Constant. 
L. 3. c 7.
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par t icular ly  f rom Spain ,  without  say ing a  Word 
of  any f rom Br i t a in .  Had there  been any there 
from our Country, it would be no easy Matter to 
g ive an Account how it  should come about that 
the Controver sy concerning Easte r  should be so 
long kept on Foot, in Opposit ion to the Deter- 
mination of that Council, one Design of the Cal- 
l i ng  o f  wh i ch  wa s  t o  de t e r m ine  t h a t  Ma t t e r. 
And therefore I chink Bp. Stil l ingf leet’s Argument 
may  here  be  ver y  f a i r l y  tu r n ’d  upon h im.  For 
one of his main Proofs of the Antiquity of Epis- 
copacy  in  th i s  I s l and ,  l i e s  thus :  He s ay s .  That 
tho’ we cannot deduce a Lineal Succession of Bishops, 
yet as soon as through the Churches Peace, they came 
to  have  Inte r cour se  wi th fo r e ign Chur c hes,  they ap- 
pear’d with a propor tionable Number of Bishops, with 
tho s e  o f  o th e r  P rov in c e s.  And wha t  Canons  pa s s ’d 
(he says)  did no doubt as  much concer n the  Br it i sh 
Churches to observe, as any other Churches whose Bi- 
shops were there present . By this Rule I cannot see 
that we had any Bishops either at  Arles  or Nice , 
because their  Canons  about Easte r  were not ob- 
s e r v ’d .  They  had  o the r  Trad i t ion s  which  they 
r e c ko n ’d  t h ey  r e c e iv ’d  w i t h  C h r i s t i a n i t y,  t o 
which they for many Year s af ter f i rmly adher’d, 
whatever the Canons of those celebrated Coun- 
c i l s ,  or  the  severa l  Popes  o f  Rome ,  or  the i r  E- 
mi s s a r ie s  s a id  to  the  cont ra r y.  Thi s  to  me ap- 
pea r s  a  be t t e r  Argument  they  had  no  B i shops 
there,  than any the g reat Sti l l ing f l ee t  has produ- 
ced in Proof  that  they had.  And there fore tho’ 
wi th  a  g rea t  dea l  o f  Lear n ing he canvas se s  the 
Decrees of the Council  of Nice, in order to the 
bet ter  d i scover ing the Rights  and Pr iv i leges  of 
the Br i t i sh  Churches ,  yet  he has  g iven no jus t 
P roo f  tha t  they  had  o f  a  l ong  T ime  the  l e a s t 
R e g a r d  t o  t h e  C a n o n s  o f  t h a t  C o u n c i l ,  o r
	�  of

Orig. Brit. 
p. 83.
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o f  t he  Counc i l  o f  Ar l e s  t h a t  wa s  he l d  be fo re 
it.

Some wi l l  have  Br i t i sh  B i shops  to  have  been 
present a l so in the Counci l  of  Sardi ca ,  An .  347; 
B i shop  L l oyd  t he re  ve r y  f a i r l y  g ive s  ou t :  Bu t 
Bi shop St i l l i ng f l e e t  s t i l l  ho lds  on.  The Synodi- 
ca l  Ep i s t l e  o i  tha t  Counc i l  ment ions  on ly  B i- 
shop s  coming  th i the r  ou t  o f  I t a ly ,  Spa in ,  and 
Gaul :  But  he wi l l  have i t .  That  the Bi shops  of 
Br i t a in  a re  comprehended under  those  o f  Gaul 
Tho ’ why  the  Chu rche s  o f  Br i t a i n  s hou ld  be 
comprehended under those of Gaul ,  in this more 
than in other Cases, is hard to say.

At  the  Counc i l  o f  Ar im inum  h e l d .  An .  34 9 
i t  i s  expres ly as ser ted by Sulp i c ius  Seve rus ,  That 
t h e re  we re  Br i t i s h  B i s hop s  p re s en t :  Bu t  t h en 
’t i s  a d d ed .  Th a t  no t  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  ma i n t a i n 
themse lve s ,  they  made Use  o f  the  publ i ck  Al- 
lowance,  ra ther  than they would be chargeable 
to  the i r  B re th ren .  And  i f  Ep i s copacy  had  a l - 
ways  been a t  tha t  low Ebb,  i t  would  not  have 
c r e a t e d  s u c h  D e b a t e s .  C e r t a i n l y,  t h e i r  B i - 
shop r i ck s  mus t  h ave  been  bu t  newly  e rec t ed , 
a n d  n o t  s o  we l l  e n d ow ’d  a s  t h ey  h ave  b e e n 
s ince.  Such Bishops  a s  these  look so l ike Pres- 
byter s ,  tha t  i t  i s  no ea sy  Thing to  know them 
asunder.

But  i t  ha s  been  f a r the r  p l e aded  on  the  Be- 
ha l f  of  Diocesan Episcopacy in thi s  Land,  That 
Chr is t ianity was the Establ i sh’d Rel ig ion of  the Ro- 
m a n  E m p i r e ;  a n d  t h a t  i t  w a s  i n  a l l  J o i n t s  t h e 
same Chr is t ianity, that was in this and al l  the other 
P rov in c e s .  But  tho’ i t  was  the  s ame Chr i s t i an i- 
t y,  ye t  i t  doe s  no t  t h e re f o re  f o l l ow,  t h a t  we 
had Bi shops  here  in  Br i t a in ,  be fore  the  Roman 
Emperor s  concer n’d themselves  in the order ing 
and  manag ing  o f  wha t  re l a ted  to  Chr i s t i an i ty,
	�  as

Histor. Acc. 
p. 76.

Orig. Brit. 
p. 135.
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as they did not in this Island, to be sure, ti l l  the 
Time, of Constantine ,  when Chr istianity f ir st be- 
c ame  the  E s t ab l i sh ’d  Re l i g ion  o f  the  Empi re : 
Nor  ce r t a in l y  i s  Chr i s t i an i t y  so  conce r n ’d  in 
Diocesan Epi scopacy,  a s  tha t  i t  could not  sub- 
sist without it.

A n d  f i n a l l y,  ’ t i s  p l e a d e d ,  t h a t  Te r t u l l i a n 
puts  the Proof of  Aposto l i ca l  Churches ,  upon the 
hucce f f i on  o f  Bi s h op s  f rom the  Apo s t l e s .  Bu t 
the  Proof  i s  to  the  fu l l  a s  s t rong ,  i t  i t  be  put 
upon Presbyte r s ,  which i s  the Way of  I r enæus  * , 
whose  Author i t y  I  shou ld  th ink  migh t  be  a l - 
low’d to go as far as Tertullian’s.

But  whether  the  Old  Br i t i s h  Chr i s t i an s  had , 
from the f irst, Diocesan Bishops among them, yea 
or no, ’tis evident, that they (as well as their Bre- 
thren in  other  Par t s )  had cons iderable  Trouble 
from the Arians and the Pelagians , into the Par ti- 
cular s whereof I have no Inclination (at present) 
to  ente r.  As  to  the  l a t t e r  o f  the se  Er ror s ,  our 
Hi s tor i ans  genera l ly  ag ree.  That  Germanus  and 
Lupus ,  who came over  h i ther  f rom Gaul ,  gave 
t h e m  c o n s i d e r a b l e  A s s i s t a n c e .  B u t  w h a t eve r 
S e r v i c e  t h ey  d i d  t h e  B r i t o n s  by  t h e i r  A r gu - 
ment s ,  the  Wr i te r s  o f  the i r  Legend ( a s  i s  ob- 
serv’d by Bp. Burnet  †) took care to adorn their 
Mi s s i on  w i th  many  ve r y  wonde r fu l  Mi r a c l e s , 
o f  wh i ch .  The  g a t h e r i n g  a l l  t h e  P i e c e s  o f  a 
Cal f ,  some of  which had been dres s ’d ,  and the 
putt ing them together in i t s  Skin, and restor ing 
it again to Life, is none of the least.

Th e r e  i s  o n e  T h i n g  h o w e v e r ,  w h i c h  I 
c an ’t  bu t  t ake  Not i ce  o f ,  wh ich  i s  th i s ;  Tha t 
whi le  we read of  Bi shops  f rom Gaul  that  came 
once  and  a t t a i n  t o  conve r t  t h e  Pe l a g i a n s ,  we 
have  no  Account  tha t  c an  be  c red i t ed ,  e i the r 
o f  B i s hop s  i n  B r i t a i n  t h a t  we re  i n f e c t e d ,  o r
	 E� that

Orig. Brit. 
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t h a t  we re  re cove r ’d :  No r  i nd e ed  c an  I  mee t 
w i th  any  d i s t i nc t  Accoun t  o f  B i shop s  i n  Br i - 
t a i n  t i l l  t h e  coming  o f  S t .  Ge r manu s  a nd  h i s 
Companions out of Gaul,  under the Pretence of 
he lp ing  the i r  Neighbour s  aga in s t  the  Pe lag i an s 
about the Year of Christ 440 *.

Bp.  St i l l ing f l e e t  t akes  Not ice  of  severa l  Kind- 
nesses they did to the Br it i sh  Churches, by their 
coming  h i the r ;  and  he  p a r t i cu l a r l y  d i l a t e s  o f 
t wo ,  v i z .  T h a t  t h e y  i n s t i t u t e d  S c h o o l s  o f 
Learning among the Br itons,  and introduc’d the 
Galli can Liturgy .  And to these two I conceive we 
may upon very probable grounds add a thirds, viz. 
That they made the Br i tons ,  who before kept to 
the i r  Ancient  S impl ic i ty,  more confor mable  to 
the Gall i can  Churches, as to Episcopacy  and with 
r e s p e c t  t o  G ove r n m e n t  † .  A n d  I  a m  h e re i n 
not a little confirm’d, by observing that the Ano- 
nymous  Author  o f  the  Chronic le  in  Le land  s ay 
That Germanus and Lupus consecrated Bishops in 
severa l  Pa r t s  o f  Br i t a in :  And tha t  the  o ld  Re- 
g i s t e r  o f  Landa f f  s ay s  the  s ame ;  and  tha t  they 
made  Dub r i c i u s  A rchb i s hop  ove r  a l l  t h e  B r i - 
tons.

Th e r e  a r e  a l s o  s e ve r a l  o t h e r  T h i n g s  t h a t 
h e i gh t en  my  Su sp i c i on  i n  t h i s  Ca s e .  One  o f 
them is  thi s :  That  Archbishop Usher ’s  labor ious 
Collections ‡, about the Ancient Hierarchy here 
in Br i ta in,  are so ful l  of  Disorder and Confusi-
	�  on

* ’Tis hard to f ix the exact Time of St. German ’s  two Voyages 
from Gaul  to Br itain .  I therefore here mention the Year 440, be- 
cause it seems to have been between them both. For he was pre- 
sent at a Gall i can  Council ,  that was conven’d upon account of a 
Bishop call’d Chelidonius, and held in the Year 444.

† Bp. Godwin himself owns it very frankly to have been to him 
very evident, that there were very few Bishops in this Countrey 
before Germanus and Lupus came over hither. De Convers. Brit. [[?????]] 
Christ. Relig. p. 28.

Orig. Brit. 
p. 200, &c.

Collect. 
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† Britan. 
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on *.  Another i s  th i s ;  That  I  take Notice,  that 
most  of  the ce lebra ted Bi shops  that  are  ment i- 
on’d in the History of the Ancient Br itons ,  came 
ou t  o f  the  Schoo l s  o f  Dub r i c i u s  and  I l t u t u s  † , 
wh i ch  we re  s e t t l ed  by  S t .  Ge r man .  I  ob s e r ve 
a l so,  That  as  i t  was  in the Time of  Pope Cæle-  
st ine that Palladius was sent to the Scots to intro- 
duce Epi scopacy among them, so i t  was  in  the 
Time and under the Influence of the same Pope, 
that St. German  came hither into Br itain  ‡. This 
to me looks as i f  St .  German  was design’d to do 
the very same Service to the Britons, that Pal-ladius was sent 
to do to the Scots, which was
	 E 2� after-

there fairly owns, That he had put together all that he could meet 
with, whether true or false, leaving it to every Man to pass a Judg- 
ment for himself . We may say of the Learned Bishop’s Collections 
upon this Subject, as Giraldus does of the Episcopal and Metropo- 
litical Sees in Britain, That there is more in them of Opinion, than cer- 
tainty of History. Usser. Brit. Eccl. Antiq. p. 5.

† Dubricius himself was not only Consecrated Bishop of Landaff by 
St. German, (and is own’d even by Mr. Collier in his Eccles. Hist. Vol. I. 
B. 1. p. 96. to have been the first Bishop of Landaff, as far as we have 
any Records to inform us) and remov’d from thence to Caerleon ; 
but St. David, who first founded a Bishoprick at Meneva (which Place 
afterwards receiv’d his Name, and was call’d .St. Davids) and then 
succeeded Dubricius at Caerleon. was Scholar to Iltumus. And it was the 
same also with Teliam who succeeded Dubricius at Landaff; and Da- 
niel who was the first Bishop of Bangor, and Consecrated by Dubricius. 
This I think quite cuts off Bp. Lloyd’s Argument from the Lives of 
Dubr i c ius ,  David ,  Paternus ,  and other of the Old Br i t i sh  Bishops. 
Hist. Acc. pag. 78. They all of ’em came after St. German’s Visit to the 
Britons, and therefore can’t prove there was Bishops here before.

‡ Baronius ad An. 429, says that there were in this Case two Mis- 
sions; the one of Palladius ,  the other of St. German :  But that the 
latter had its r ise from the former, and both sprang from one and 
the same Fountain,  that  i s  f rom Pope Cæles t ine  He lays that  St . 
German’s Mission hither had its r ise from Palladius, and it was con- 
cluded on in a Synod of the Bishops of France. This I must confess 
conf irms me in a Suspicion, that something more was hereby de- 
sign’d, than the opposing the Pelagians.

* The 
Reader 
may see 
as much 
Cause to 
consult 
the Au- 
thor’s A- 
pology in 
his Pre- 
face, upon 
occasion 
of his 5th 
Chapter, 
as any o- 
ther part 
of his Work. He



2	 god’s concern for his glory

af terwards  f in i sh’d by St .  Pat r i c k ,  To me a l so i t 
s e ems  p re t t y  s t r ange,  t h a t  we  shou ld  h ave  so 
par t icular  an Account g iven us  by our His tor i- 
ans ,  o f  a  Number  of  Bi shops  a f ter  S t .  Germans 
coming,  and no di s t inct  Account before of  any 
one Bishop,  a s  to hi s  Bir th,  Educat ion,  Li fe  or 
Actions, See or Government, Death or Bur ial *. 
S t .  Ger man  and  h i s  Compan ion s  s e em a l so  a s 
l ikely to s ix Bishops in Br i ta in ,  as  St .  Patr i c k  in 
St. Ireland, where he was labouring much about the 
s ame Time.  An Ag reement  wi th  the  Fr en c h  in 
Ep i s c opa c y ,  migh t  s eem to  the  fu l l  a s  need fu l , 
a s  an Ag reement  wi th them in the i r  Li tu rgy  † . 
And  w i th a l ,  I  f i nd  i t  wa s  no t  t i l l  a f t e r  t h e i r 
Coming, that Gildas  makes his  Complaint,  That
	�  the 

same time mentioning some of his Wr itings. And because Genna- 
dius  cal l ’d him Bishop of the Br itons ,  Bale  makes him Pr imate of 
Br i ta in ,  and Pits  wil l  have him to be Archbishop of London ,  &c. 
But Bishop Usher (Br it. Eccles. Antiq. cap. 11) frankly owns. That 
such Accounts are not worth a rush, since we know nothing of him from 
Ancient Monuments ,  but what i s  hinted by Gennadius .  And the 
same may be sfaid of all that are mention’d as Bishops in Britain, before 
St. German’s Mission. We have no Account of them that is worth a 
rush: none that g ives us any just reason to believe, there were any 
such Bishops in this Is land before that t ime, as there were after- 
wards. We read indeed in Prosper ’s  Chronicle, That Agr i co la  who 
had a considerable hand in spreading Pelagianism in this Island was 
tha Son of Sever ianus  a Pelag ian Bishop; but are not told where 
t ins  Seve r ianus  was  Bishop.  Bale  (Centur.  1.  p.  45. )  says  he was 
Sulpi t ius  Seve rus  the Aqui tan ,  who wrote the Li fe of  St .  Mar t in ; 
which B. Usher  represents as not improbable: and if so, no Proof 
can be fetch’d from him, of any Ecclesiastical Bishops here in this 
Island before St. German’s coming.

† It  appear s to me very probable, that Diocesan or Prelat ical 
Episcopacy ,  and a stinted Liturgy ,  had their Rise in this Island to- 
gether, and that the one is neither more pr imitive, nor more ne- 
cessary than the other. I cannot forbear observing, that when Bp. 
Stillingfleet hath taken a great deal of Learned Pains (Orig. Brit. c. 4.) 
to state the difference between the Gallican and the Roman Liturgy, 
he owns it to have been the Ancient Custom of the Church, to be-

	�  gin

* We 
read in- 
deed of  
one Fastidius who 
liv’d be- 
fore St. 
German’s 
coming hither, 
whom 
Gennadius 
calls a Bi- 
shop of 
the Bri- 
tons, at the
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the Clergy of Br i ta in  were more ambi t ious o f  De- 
g r e e s  in  the  Chur c h,  than o f  the  Kingdom o f  Hea- 
ven.

B r i ta i n  wa s  a l s o  s a d l y  i n f e s t e d  w i t h  t h e 
Pi c t s  and  Sco t s ,  wh ich  a l t e r  va r iou s  S t r ugg le s , 
when no more Help could be had from the Ro- 
mans ,  was the Occasion of Call ing the Saxons  in 
to  the i r  As s i s t ance.  The se  Saxon s ,  whom Gi l - 
das  ca l l s ,  A Nat ion od ious  bo th  to  God and Man , 
came hither to be a scourge to the Britons , about 
the  Year  o f  Chr i s t  450 .  They were  a t  f i r s t  re- 
ceiv’d as Guests ,  and treated as Stipendiar ies ,  in 
Oppo s i t i on  t o  t h e  Ba rb a r i a n s :  Bu t  a t  l e ng th 
found themse lve s  s t rong  enough to  s e t  up  fo r 
Ma s t e r s ,  l a i d  t h e  who l e  Coun t r y  wa s t e ,  a nd 
drove the Old Br i t i sh  Chr ist ians into the bar ren 
Mountains of Wales ,  and occasion’d such Confu- 
s ion and Desolat ion as Gildas  (who wrote a few 
Year s  a f ter )  thought could never be enough la-
	�  mented.

gin the Publick Service with the Lessons, after which the Sermon 
fol low’d.  Had that  Custom been continu’d,  the Pubi lck Service 
had been liable to no Objection, which it appears the Duty and In- 
terest of every Church to desire and endeavour. But I could not 
but make this Remark on that Discourse of his (which has more in 
it of the true History of Liturgies, than I have met with elsewhere) 
that tho’ the Learned Bishop is very nice and particular in his Ac- 
count of the several Off ices in the Publick Service in the Br itish 
Churches, following the Gallican, from the time of St. German, yet 
I don’t f ind that he so much as offer s to insinuate, that there was 
any Liturgy at all in use in this Island, before that time, which was 
about the Year 440. And therefore supposing the Dissenters should 
(as he intimates) have been mistaken in charging the Church of En- 
gland with taking her Offices from the Church of Rome; and suppo- 
sing it agreed, that where the Gallican and Roman Liturgy differ’d, 
the Church of England ,  has not follow’d the Roman but the other : 
I yet cannot discern how if can be thought unreasonable by impar- 
tial Men, for the Dissenters rather to desire to return to the Pr imi- 
t ive Simplicity, than to be conf in’d to a Way of Worship, which 
the Chr istians in this Island were for some hundreds of Years Stran- 
gers to, while yet serious Piety flourish’d amongst them.
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mented.  That  Wr i ter  descr ibes  the i r  Cruel t ie s , 
and the Judgment of Heaven upon a s inful Peo- 
p le,  which they were  the  Ins t r ument s  o f  in f l i - 
c t ing ,  in  such  a  Manner,  a s  mus t  needs  a f f ec t 
a l l  t h a t  r e a d  h i s  Ac coun t .  He  s ay s .  Th a t  a l l 
t h e  Towns  w i th  t h e  Bea t i n g  o f  t h e  Rams,  and  a l l 
t h e  Town smen ,  Pa s t o r s,  P r i e s t s  a nd  P e op l e,  w i t h 
naked Swords,  that  g l i t t e r ’d on a l l  s ides,  and c ra ck- 
l i n g  F l ame s,  we r e  t o g e th e r  wh i r l ’d  t o  t h e  Ground . 
A n d  o u r  H i s t o r i a n s  *  s ay.  T h a t  t h ey  s c a r c e 
l e f t  the  Face  o f  Chr i s t i an i t y  where  they  p re- 
va i l ’d .  And  ye t  Pu re  Re l i g i on  wa s  no t  even 
then extirpated out of the Island, as we shall see 
under the next Head: For I go on,

2 .  To  con s i de r  t he  S t a t e  o f  Chr i s t i an i t y  i n 
th i s  I s l and,  in  the Time of  the Saxons ,  t i l l  the 
Nor man  Conque s t .  And  he re  Bede ,  who wro te 
his  History about the Year 731, g ives us a g reat 
deal  of  Light,  tho’ Al lowance must be made for 
his  being himsel f  a  Saxon ,  and not very fr iend- 
ly  to  the  Br i t i s h  Churches ;  and  for  h i s  hav ing 
a  Mona s t i ck  T inc tu re.  Chr i s t i an i t y,  i n  a  new 
Ed i t i on  o f  i t ,  w i th  g re a t  Improvemen t s  a s  t o 
outward Pomp, was  dur ing th i s  Per iod rece iv ’d 
f rom Rome ,  t h rough  the  Hand s  o f  Aus t i n  t he 
Monk ,  a bou t  t h e  Ye a r  5 9 8 .  Bu t  t h e re  wa s  a 
pu re r  Ch r i s t i a n i t y  i n  t h e  I s l a nd  b e f o re ,  t h a t 
wa s  much  f re e r  f rom Adu l t e r a t i on s  and  Cor - 
r upt ions ,  than  tha t  which  was  now in t roduc ’d 
under  the  same Name.  There  were  g rea t  Con- 
tests between those of the Old Stamp, and those 
o f  t h e  N ew.  T h e  f o r m e r  l i v ’d  i n  Wa l e s  a n d 
S c o t l a n d ,  a n d  t h e  l a t t e r  i n  t h e  H e a r t  o f  t h e 
Count r y.  So  tha t  there  were  cons iderable  De- 
ba te s  on  Foot  in  th i s  I s l and ,  be tween  Con f o r - 
mi s t s  and Non-con fo rmi s t s ,  in  Ancient  a s  wel l  a s
	�  in

* Ranulph. 
Nig. in 
Chronic. & 
Mat West- 
monast. 
A.D. 586, 
596.
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i n  Mode r n  T ime s :  And  the  one  So r t  wa s  ap t 
to  ca r r y  i t  wi th  an  h igh  Hand ,  and  the  o ther 
was forc’d to be satisfy’d with the Conscience of 
the i r  own Integ r i ty,  then,  a s  wel l  a s  now. The 
Conformists  then, were in al l  Things for the Me- 
t hod s  o f  t h e  Chu rch  o f  Rome ,  a nd  t h e  Non - 
c on f o r m i s t s  were  fo r  the  Ways  and  Methods  o f 
the  Anc ien t  Chr i s t i an s ,  and  d i sowning  Impo- 
s i t i on s .  And  t h e y  w e r e  c a l l ’d  t o o ,  t h e  S c h i sma - 
t i c k s  o f  Br i t a in  and  I re l and ,  b e c au s e  t h ey  wou ld 
not receive the Romish Alterat ions, nor submit to the 
Authority by which they were impos’d.

I n  t h e  Ye a r  6 01,  t h e re  wa s  a  S y n o d  c a l l ’d 
by  Aus t i n  to  which  Bede  t e l l s  u s ,  the  B i shops 
or  Doctor s  o f  the next  Province of  the Br i tons 
we re  summon’d :  In  wh ich  the  Abbo t  o f  Ban- 
g o r  g ave  h im a  f ree  Answer  to  h i s  Demand o f 
Confor mity  to  Rome .  He to ld  h im.  That  They, 
the Ancient  Chr i s t ians o f  th i s  I s land, were obedient 
and Subjects to the Church of God, and to the Pope of 
Rome, and to  eve r y god ly Chr i s t ian,  to  love  eve r y 
One in  h i s  Degree,  in  pe r f e c t  Char i ty,  and to  he lp 
every One of them by Word and Deed to be the Chil- 
dren of God: And other Obedience than this he knew 
not  to  be  due to  h im whom he ca l l ’d the Pope ,  &c. 
And  many  o f  t he  poo r  Monk s  no t  l ong  a f t e r 
lost  their  Lives ,  in retur n for thi s  Freedom and 
Resolut ion.  But  s t i l l  there was  a  g reat  Contes t 
about  Eas t e r ,  wh ich  Bede  s ay s  the  Old  Br i t on s 
d id not observe regular ly,  but f rom the 14th to 
t h e  2 0 t h  M o o n .  T h i s  C o n t rove r s y,  ( t h e  h o t 
Management whereof  at  f i r s t  between Pope Vi- 
c t o r  and  the  As ia t i c k s ,  and  a f t e rward s  be tween 
the Romans  and Br i tons  in this  I s land, may just- 
ly  enough be s ty l ’d  a  Lunacy)  i s  thus  s ta ted by 
the Learned Usher . * As for the Romans (says he) 
they kept  Easter on that  Sunday which fe l l  between
	�  the

Historical 
Account. 
pag. 69.

Eccles. Hist. 
Lib. II. 
cap. 2.
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ibid.
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the  15 th and  21s t  Day of the Moon  (both Terms in- 
c luded) next after the 21st Day of March,which they 
a c counted to  be  the  Sea t  o f  the  Ver na l  Equinoc t ia l : 
And in reckoning the Age of the Moon, they fol low’d 
the  Alexandr ian  Cyc le  o f  n ine teen Years,  as  i t  was 
exp l a i n ’d  un t o  t h em by  Dionys iu s  Ex iguus .  The 
Br itons  kept  Easter  upon the  Sunday  tha t  f e l l  be- 
twixt the 14 th and 20 th Day of the Moon, fol lowing 
in their Account thereof not the nineteen Years Com- 
putat ion of  Anatolius,  but Sulpitius Severus ’s  Cir- 
cle of eighty-four Years.

Pope Honor ius about the Year 635, wrote to the 
Scots about an Uniformity in this Point; and very j 
g ravely admonish’d them. Not to think that such a 
small Member as they were, in the Ends of the Ear th, 
were wiser than the Ancient and Modern Chunches of 
Christ through the World: And not to celebrate another 
Easter,  aga ins t  the  Pas c ha l  Computat ions,  and De- 
crees of the Synodal Pontif fs of the whole World, &c. 
Pope  J o hn  a l s o  th a t  c ame  a f t e r  Seve r i nu s  who 
succeeded Honor iu s  wrote  a  Let te r  to  them on 
the same Subject ,  te l l ing them. That  they ought 
to  enqui re  fo r  the Lord’s-Day, fo r  Easter-Day, f rom 
t h e  15 t h  t o  t h e  21 s t ,  wh i c h  wa s  a pp r o v ’d  by  t h e 
C o u n c i l  o f  N i c e .  W h i c h  ( by  t h e  Way )  i s  a n 
Evidence that they dif fer’d from that Council in 
the i r  P r ac t i ce,  tho ’ they  ag reed  wi th  the  Old 
Br i t i s h  Chr i s t i an s .  Some t ime  a f t e r,  the re  wa s 
a  Conference  about  th i s  Di f f e rence,  a t  Whi tby 
i n  Yo rk s h i r e ,  whe re  K ing  Ofwy  d e t e r m in ’d  t o 
adhe re  to  the  Succe s so r  o f  S t .  Pe t e r ;  f o r  f e a r 
l e s t  t h a t  S a i n t ,  w h o  h e  wa s  t o l d  k e p t  t h e 
Keys of  the Kingdom of  Heaven,  should at  la s t 
d e n y  h i m  a n  A d m i s s i o n  t h e r e .  B e d e  g i v e s 
large Account of  the Conference;  but i t  was in 
tha t  tha t  i t  i s su ’d .  And for  th i s  doughty  Rea- 
son the Notions of  the Old Br i t i sh  and Sco t t i sh
	�  Christians

Eccles. Hist. 
Lib. III
Cap. 25.
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Ch r i s t i a n s ,  wh i ch  t h ey  p ro f e s s ’d  t o  h ave  re - 
ceiv’d out of Greece, from the Disciples of St. John, 
St .  Polyca r p ,  &c.  were re jected with Contempt; 
and those of the Roman Stamp admitted, as much 
more  s a f e  and  modi sh .  And the  who le  Mat te r 
was  yet  more fu l ly  se t t led in the Synod of  He- 
rud fo rd ,  under  Archbi shop Theodore ,  An .  673 *. 
In  which Synod i t  i s  obser vable,  tha t  many o f 
the  Canons  o f  the  Counci l s  o f  Ar l e s  and Nice , 
( tha t  were  he ld  long  be fo re  in  the  Yea r s  314 , 
and 325) were f ix’d and settled as standing Rules 
for the Br itish Churches, without the least Inti- 
mation that they ever obtain’d here before.

But  i t  ough t  no t  to  be  fo rgo t t en ,  Tha t  the 
Di f f e rence  be tween the se  Old  Con fo r m i s t s  and 
Non-conformis t s ,  did not l ie only in the Time of 
keep ing  Eas t e r :  They  d i f f e r ’d  a l so  abou t  Bap - 
t i s m .  Fo r  t h a t  wa s  o n e  o f  t h e  t h r e e  T h i n g s 
Aust in  ins i s ted on in his  Conver sat ion with the 
Br i t i sh  Doctor s,  That they should for the future 
a dm in i s t e r  B ap t i s m  a f t e r  t h e  Manne r  o f  t h e 
Church  o f  Rome ;  wh i ch  i s  an  Argument  they 
did not use to do so before †. They differ’d also 
about the Tonsure of  Pr ies t s .  But the Power of
	 F� impo-

by Archbishop Theodore  has these Words. These Terms of  Commu- 
nion lie so open to Reproachful Reflections on the Truth and Honour of the 
Churches wherein the greatest Part of the English People had receiv’d their 
Baptism, that it is hard to say whether there was more Insolence in impo- 
sing on the the Side, or more Mortification on the other, in submitting to them. 
Thus did Theodore unite the Churches of the Scottish and Roman Esta- 
blishments, and br ing those who had long refus’d it, to join in Communion 
with the Church planted in England by the Missionaries from Rome. And 
if Judgment be made by the Penitential, or as the Judicious and Learned 
Monsieur du Pin more proper ly ca l l s  i t  the Ritual o f  Theodore, the 
English had a Multitude of Burdensome and trifling Ceremonies, in Exchange 
for a Worship much move agreeable to the Plainness and Simplicity of the Go- 
pel.

† Wherein the Difference between the Old Britons and the Romans
	�  pro-

Eccles.Hist. 
Lib. IV. 
cap. 5.

* Dr. Inet 
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impos ing  upon Fe l low-Chr i s t i an s ,  wa s  a  ma in 
Pa r t  o f  the  Cont rover sy.  Each  S ide  r an  p re t ty 
high. Those of the Roman  Stamp would not re- 
ceive Imposit ion of Hands from those of the o- 
t h e r  Pa r t y ;  who  we re  no t  b eh i nd -h and  w i t h 
them in St i f fnes s :  Of which the Let ter  of  Lau- 
r e n t i u s  (who  succeeded  Aus t i n  i n  the  Archb i - 
shopr ick o f  Cante rbu r y )  to  the  Sco t s  in  I r e l and , 
f u r n i she s  u s  w i th  an  In s t ance.  Fo r  i t  i s  the re 
brought in as a Complaint,  That Dagamus  ( their 
Abbo t  o r  B i shop )  when  he  wa s  w i th  some  o f 
the Roman  Stamp, not only would not eat  with 
t h em ,  bu t  wou l d  no t  s o  much  a s  e a t  i n  t h e 
same Inn with them *.
	�  But

properly lay about Baptism is not so evident. Pits frankly owns he 
did nor know what it was. Relat. Hist. de Rebus Anglicis. p. 19. Nor 
does Bede  explain it ;  nor any of our Ancient Wr iter s that I have 
conver s ’d with. Some have thought they di f fer ’d about the Sub- 
jects of Baptism ; and that whereas the Romans baptiz’d Infants, the 
Br i tons  were against  Inf ant Bapti sm; and an Argument has  been 
drawn from thence by the Antipædobaptis ts :  But an Answer is re- 
turn’d to it by Mr. Wall in his History of Infant Baptism, p.327. where 
he observes,that Pelagius being a Native of Britain, his declar ing that 
he never heard of any Chr istian, Catholick or Sectary that denied 
Infant Baptism, is a good Evidence that his Countrymen did not 
do it. It seems more likely, that this Difference should have been 
about the Mode of Baptism; and the very Words of Austin as Bede re- 
lates the Matter, seem to look that way. For he would have them 
administer Baptism for the future, after the Manner of the Church of 
Rome .  Now I know of nothing so remarkable in the Manner of 
Baptizing, in the Church of Rome at that Time, as the tr ine Immer- 
sion. That this was customary in that Church, is asser ted by Wala- 
fr idus Strabo de rebus Ecc lesiæ, cap. 26 And tho’ we have no positive 
Evidence as I know of , that a single Immersion or Asper sion, or 
Pour ing of Water was us’d among the Ancient Britons, in their Ba- 
ptisms, yet till something else is mention’d with a surer Appearance 
of probability. I am inclin’d to believe this was the Matter of that 
Part of the Difference.

* Some Time after, viz. An. 816, there was a Synod at Celichyth 
or [[?????]] whose 5th Canon would not allow the Scott ish Clergy

	�  who

Bed. Eccl. 
Hist. L. II. 
cap. 4.
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But  a s  much  a s  t he s e  O ld  Br i t o n s ,  and  the 
Scot s  that  adher’d to them were ref lected on by 
tho se  who  d i f f e r ’d  f rom them in  the i r  Sen t i - 
ment s ,  we  have  Rea son  to  be l i eve,  they  were 
many of  them ver y exce l lent  Per sons ,  and that 
God by the i r  Means  kept  up t r ue  Chr i s t i an i ty 
in this Is land, to a g reater Degree than it would 
otherwise have been preserv’d.  Even Bede  h im- 
s e l f  rep re sen t s  Aidan ,  and  Finan ,  and  Colman , 
who were chief Leaders of the Scots ,  and f amous 
Preachers in Northumberland , as eminent for their 
g rea t  Cont inency,  and the Love of  God,  and a 
Regular Life;  and g reat Observer s of the Works 
of Piety and Chastity, which they learn’d out of 
the  Prophe t i ck  and  Apos to l i ck  Wr i t ing s .  And 
we may from his History very easi ly gather, that 
there were then in this Land a very great Number 
of Persons, who stood up for the Pur ity of Chr i- 
s t iani ty,  and admitted of  Nothing but what was 
war ranted by the Holy Scr iptures ,  the Wr it ings 
o f  the  Prophet s ,  Apos t le s  and Evange l i s t s ,  and 
were di l igent and fruit ful  in the Works of Piety 
and Chasti ty,wherein they maintain’d themselves 
a long Time against the Canons and Ordinances 
o f  the  Romi sh  Counc i l s .  And I  th ink  i t  i s  ne t
	 E 2� to

who travel’d hither, the Exercise of any Part of the Sacerdotal Of- 
f ice:  and this  was a f ter  the Scot s  had confor m’d in the Point of 
Easter.  Mr Coll ier  (Ecc l.  Hist. o f Great Br itain, Book  II.  pag. 150) 
hence gather s (and very justly) that the Scots  thought the English 
had gone too far in their Submissions to the See of Rome; and that 
they themselves maintain’d their Ancient Pr ivileges, and stood off 
from the modern Servitude. The Reason mention’d in the Canon 
why the Scots were not admitted to Off iciate, is because ’twas un- 
cer tain whether or by whom they were Ordain’d.  From whence 
( s ay s  he )  ’t i s  p l a in  they  d id  not  admi t  o f  Ord ina t ion  f rom a l l 
Hands; and that the Scottish Clergy did not travel with Dimissory 
Letter s, or a Cer tif icate of their Order s. From all  which, and by 
the last Words in the Canon, we may conclude, them was a very 
cool Understanding between these two Churches.

	�  to
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to be wondred at ,  that they who then conver s’d 
di l igent ly with the Holy Scr iptures ,  should not 
any  more  than  they  who a t  th i s  Day  t ake  the 
same Course, relish Religion in the Roman Form,

But I go on,

3.  To  touch  upon  the  S t a t e  o f  Chr i s t i an i t y 
i n  t h i s  I s l and ,  f rom the  T ime  o f  t he  Nor man 
Conquest to the Reformation.

The  C le rgy  in  th i s  Pe r iod ,  tho ’ they  own’d 
the Pope of Rome for their Head, were yet upon 
many Occasions g reat Suppor ter s of Civil Liber- 
ty,  and Checks  to  Tyranny;  which whatever  i t 
p ro c e e d e d  f ro m ,  wa s  a  A n g u l a r  P rov i d e n c e : 
Tho ’ a t  t h e  s ame  t ime  t h ey  g r a s p ’d  s o  much 
Power in Eccles ias t ica l  Matter s ,  (whi le Nothing 
wa s  g ene r a l l y  l e s s  m inded  among  t h em  t h an 
real  Relig ion) as  made both Pr inces and People 
the i r  S l ave s .  Chr i s t i an i t y  however  s t i l l  con t i - 
nued  he re ,  t ho ’ K ing  J o h n  o f f e r ’d  t o  f o r s a ke 
i t ,  a nd  be come  Mahume t a n ,  i f  h e  cou l d  h ave 
ob t a i n ’d  A s s i s t a n c e  i n  h i s  De s i g n s  f rom  Mi - 
r a m m u m a l i m  t h e  M o o r ,  t h e  g r e a t  K i n g  o f 
Af r i c a ,  Mo r o c c o  a nd  Sp a i n :  Bu t  i t  wa s  a  ve r y 
co r r up t  Chr i s t i an i t y  wh ich  p reva i l ’d  in  tho se 
T ime s .  Re l i g i on  wa s  f u l l  o f  Supe r s t i t i on ,  I - 
d o l a t r y  a n d  I g n o r a n c e ;  a n d  E c c l e s i a s t i c a l 
Ty r a n ny  a n d  C r u e l t y  p r e va i l ’d .  A n d  ye t  e - 
ve n  t h e n ,  w h e n  T h i n g s  we r e  a t  t h e  wo r s t , 
the re  wan ted  no t  some  tha t  had  b r i gh te r  and 
more scr iptura l  Not ions  of  Things  Divine,  and 
we re  z e a l ou s  f o r  a  Pu re  and  Sc r i p tu r a l  Wor- 
sh ip.  Pa r t i cu l a r ly,  in  the  Reign  o f  Edward  I I I , 
b e tween  t he  Yea r s  1370  and  138 0 ,  t h a t  g re a t 
M a n  W i c k l i f f  wa s  r a i s ’d  u p  by  G od  i n  t h i s 
Land,  to  oppose  the  Cor rupt ions  o f  Rel ig ion ,
	�  and
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and he had many Fol lower s  * .  They ver y s t re- 
nuously opposed Pilg r images to Images, the Ce- 
l i b a cy  o f  P r i e s t s ,  Tr an sub s t an t i a t i on ,  P r aye r s 
for  the  Dead,  Aur icu la r  Confes s ion,  and other 
s u ch - l i ke  Add i t i on s  t o  Ch r i s t i a n i t y,  a s  we re 
brought in and cher ish’d by the Church of Rome : 
And we had  many such  among us ,  ( ca l l ’d  Lo l - 
l a rd s  by  way  o f  Contempt )  down to  the  Time 
o f  the  Refo rma t i on ,  tha t  were  so  in f l am’d  wi th 
Zeal ,  that  no Sever i t ies  used against  them were 
able  to  ext i r pa te  them.  Severa l  o f  our  Pr inces 
and g reat  Men f avour’d them, in Opposi t ion to 
the  Pope and h i s  ty rannica l  Incroachment s ,  o f 
w h i c h  t h ey  we r e  we a r y.  T h e  S c r i p t u r e  wa s 
t rans la ted into our Mother-Tongue and read by 
many; and such Seeds of f acred Truth were dis- 
pers’d and Town in var ious Quarters of the Land, 
a s  s p r ang  up  many  Yea r s  a f t e r,  and  he lp ’d  to 
p roduce  a  p l en t i f u l  Ha r ve s t ,  when  A lm igh t y 
God in order to the shewing for th his Glory among 
u s  a -new,  in  a  mos t  amaz ing  Manner  b rough t 
about that Reformat ion  f rom Popery, the Benef i t 
o f  w h i c h  we  ye t  e n j oy,  a n d  G od  g r a n t  we 
may do so long,  and that  our Poster i ty a f ter  us 
may do the same. I go on then,

4 .  To Cons ider  the  Sta te  o f  Rel ig ion among 
u s  i n  th i s  l a s t  Pe r iod ,  f rom the  Re fo r ma t ion 
down to  the  p re sen t  T ime,  which  upon many 
Account s  deser ves  our  spec ia l  Not ice  and Re- 
g a rd .  I n  t h e  C o m p a s s  o f  t h i s  Pe r i o d ,  i t  h a s 
p leas ’d God to di scover a  pecul iar  Concer n for 
His  Glor y among us  in thi s  I s l and,  above what 
c a n  b e  s a i d  o f  a n y  o t h e r  C o u n t r y  t h a t  I 
know of.

We ll  may  i t  b e  e s t e em ’d  a  l i n gu l a r  P rov i - 
dence,  That  Henry VIII ,  tho’ a  declar ’d Enemy
	�  to
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to the Truth of the Gospel ,  and a zealous Wr i- 
ter against Luther ,  should be the f ir st Instrument 
of br inging this Nation out of Darkness to Light. 
Long  be fo re  h i s  T ime,  many  Comp l a in t s  h ad 
been made in Par l iament,  against  the Jur isdict i- 
on  o f  t h e  B i s hop  o f  Rome ;  a nd  s eve r a l  L aw s 
we re  m a d e  a g a i n s t  i t ,  i n  t h e  R e i g n s  o f  E d - 
ward  I I I ,  and Ric ha rd  I I ,  and some other  Pr in- 
ces ;  and the Exactions that were so heavy upon 
the Land, in order to the f i l l ing the Pope’s Cof- 
f e r s ,  we r e  a  g e n e r a l  G r i e va n c e :  B u t  i t  wa s 
King Henry  VIII that abolish’d the usurp’d Pow- 
e r  o f  the  Pope  o f  Rome  in  th i s  K ingdom,  and 
pu t  the  f i r s t  cons ide r abl e  S top  to  Ecc l e s i a s t i - 
c a l  Ty r a n ny.  A n d  G od ’s  i n f l u e n c i n g  s u c h  a 
P r i n ce  a s  h e  wa s  t o  t a ke  t h i s  S t ep,  and  s u c - 
c e ed ing  h im  i n  i t ,  i s  a  ve r y  p l a i n  Ev i d ence, 
tha t  a  ye t  more  complea t  Refor mat ion cannot 
be so unl ikely,  but He can rai se up Instruments 
to  ac t  in  i t ;  and  tha t  when h i s  T ime fo r  i t  i s 
come, no Diff iculty shal l  be insuperable, or him 
der the desir’d Success.

Thi s  h igh- sp i r i t ed  Pr ince  qu i t e  c a s t  o f f  the 
Pope with Disdain that he should keep him and 
hi s  People  in  S laver y ;  and he brought  the  Bo- 
dy  o f  the  Cle rgy,  who be fo re  were  under  the 
Awe  o f  a  Fo re i g n e r ,  t o  ow n  h i s  S u p re m a c y, 
(which is the Foundation upon which the Refor- 
mat ion  a s  f ar  as  i t  i s  Legal  i s  bottom’d) in Con- 
vo c a t i on ,  He se i z ’d  a l so  upon the  Monas te r i e s , 
tha t  were inhabi ted by a  Crew of  super s t i t ious 
i m p l a c a b l e  Pe o p l e ,  w h o,  i f  n o t  ro o t e d  o u t , 
would have ef fectual ly prevented any Refor ma- 
t ion .  And he  so  d i spos ’d  o f  wha t  f e l l  in to  h i s 
Hands upon the Over throw of so many wealthy 
Foundations, that wereNurser ies of Super stit ion, 
Sedit ion, and a l l  manner of  Wickedness ,  that  i s
	�  has
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has help’d to defend and suppor t the Reformation 
eve r  s i nce,  wh i ch  ough t  to  be  th ank fu l l y  a c - 
knowledg’d to be a great Mercy.

His Divorce from his Queen, ( in which Aff air 
he found the Pope eg reg iously tr i f led with him; 
which he could not  but  h ighly  resent )  was  the 
vi s ible  Occas ion of  hi s  breaking with him, and 
i n t i r e l y  renounc i ng  h i s  Au tho r i t y.  A nd  h e re 
there  i s  a  Pa s s age  repor ted  by  our  Hi s to r i an s , 
t h a t  ough t  neve r  t o  be  f o rgo t t en ;  wh i ch  wa s 
th i s :  Our  King  Henr y  had  de s i r ’d  Fran c i s  I .  o f 
France  to inter pose with the Pope in his Behalf . 
The  Pope  and  K ing  F ran c i s  h ad  ag reed ,  Tha t 
King Henry  should refer  hi s  Cause to the Con- 
s i s tor y  o f  Card ina l s ,  and re tur n  to  h i s  Obedi- 
ence to the See of  Rome ;  and then Sentence a- 
bout the Divorce should be g iven in his Favour. 
King Henry  consented to i t ,  and sent a Cour ier 
to Rome  on pur pose to s igni fy i t ,  and make his 
Submiss ion in For m. The Cour ier who had the 
Sea and the Alps  to pass in Winter t ime, ar r iv’d 
not  a t  the  Day pre f ix ’d ,  on  which  he  was  ex- 
p e c t ed .  K ing  F ran c i s ’s  Agen t  a t  Rome ,  mov ’d 
for a Delay of a few Days, but could not prevail. 
The Pope ha s t i l y  pa s s ’d  Sentence  aga in s t  King 
Hen r y ,  and  two  Day s  a f t e r  c ame  the  Cour i e r 
with the Submission in Form. The Pope thought 
i t  t oo  d i f g r a ce fu l  t o  re c a l l  h i s  Sen t ence ;  and 
th i s  de te r min ’d  the  King  in  h i s  Reso lu t ion to 
shake  o f f  h i s  Yoke.  What  g rea t  Things  do  o f - 
t en  depend  upon l i t t l e  Mat te r s !  Who can  t e l l 
how l ong  ou r  Re fo r ma t i on  m igh t  h ave  b e en 
re t a rded ,  had  i t  no t  been  fo r  tha t  ha s ty  S tep, 
o f  one  tha t  s e ldom ac t s  aga in s t  h i s  own In te- 
rest!

I t  has  been usua l  wi th the Romanis t s  to  r id i 
cule our Refor mat ion,  because of  King Henry ’s
	�  Concern

See A- 
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Concer n in  i t ,  who never  d i scover ’d  any g rea t 
Love  to  rea l  Re l ig ion :  But  l e t  h i s  Views  have 
been what  they  wi l l ,  he  was  an  In s t r ument  in 
the Hand of  God of  much Good to th i s  Land; 
and the Great Manager of the Hear ts  of Pr inces 
serv’d the Purposes of  his  own Glory among us 
by him. For in his  Time, and by his  Al lowance, 
the Holy Scr iptures were translated into English , 
and Bibles (that were before g reat Rar ities) were 
f ree ly  u s ’d ;  and  many conver s ’d  d i l i gent ly  and 
careful ly with the Word of God ,  out of  which 
they  d i s cover ’d  the  g ro s s  Er ror s  o f  Poper y,  o f 
which they came to  have such an Abhor rence, 
that nothing could reconcile them to that Reli- 
g ion aga in  ever  a f te r.  I t  cannot  be  deny ’d  but 
that this King Henry  was a very unsteady, f anci- 
ful ,  and humour some Pr ince (witness  hi s  burn- 
ing  Per sons  in  the  s ame F i re  for  oppos ing  the 
Er ror s  o f  Poper y,  and  fo r  re fu s ing  to  own h i s 
Supremacy,  in  Oppos i t ion to  the  Papa l  Power ; 
some suf fer ing as  Mar tyr s  of  Chr is t ,  and other s 
as Mar tyr s of Anti-chr ist, at the same time;) and 
yet  God by him la id a  Foundat ion for  the shi- 
ning for th of His Glory  in this  Land, with such 
a Lustre,  as  has been the Envy of the Romanis t s 
ever since.

H i s  S o n ,  K i n g  E dwa r d  V I ,  t h a t  s u c c e e d e d 
h i m ,  wa s  O n e  o f  e m i n e n t  P i e t y,  t h o ’ bu t  a 
You th .  I n  h i s  T ime,  u f e f u l  Le a r n ing  and  s e - 
r ious  Rel ig ion was  much encourag’d.  The Pr i- 
ni i t ive Chr i s t i an Doctr ine was  reviv ’d ,  and the 
publ ick  Wor sh ip  purg ’d  o f  many o f  i t s  g ros se r 
Cor r upt ions :  And a  f a r ther  Advance  had  been 
made,  but  for  tha t  Pr ince ’s  unt imely  Death;  a t 
wh ich  the re fo re  i t  i s  no t  to  be  wondred  tha t 
such  a s  were  aga in s t  any  f a r the r  Re for ma t ion 
rejoyc’d.
	�  In
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In  the  Day s  o f  Queen  Mar y ,  who  succeed- 
e d  h e r  B ro t h e r  K i n g  E dwa r d ,  a n  h e a r t y  A t - 
tempt  was  made for  the  Reviva l  o f  Poper y,  by 
a Breach of most solemn Promises, (the remind- 
ing  o f  which ,  was  re sented  a s  a  Thing  in to le- 
r able,  and  th rea ten ’d  a s  h ig ly  Cr imina l )  and  a 
Tra in of  Sanguinar y Laws,  which are  the com- 
mon Ways  o f  p ropaga t ing  a  Re l ig ion  tha t  ha s 
not  Force enough to make Way for  Acceptance 
by  i t s  own  i n t r i n s i c k  Ev i d ence.  Eng l a n d  wa s 
now wi th  g re a t  Fo r ma l i t y  reconc i l ’d  aga in  to 
the  Pope,  and  Card ina l  Poo l  c ame over  h i the r 
for that Purpose,  and gave the whole Nation in 
Par l iament a  Plenar y Absolut ion.  Fire and Fag- 
go t ,  wh i ch  a re  t he  Ra t ed  Eng ine s  o f  Pope r y 
when once i t  becomes  t r iumphant ,  were  v igo- 
rous ly  made use  o f ,  to  propagate  the  Rel ig ion 
of  the Pr ince that  re ign’d ,  which was  a s  d i f fe- 
rent from the Relig ion taught in the Holy Scr i- 
p ture s ,  a s  the  Methods  u sed  to  sp read  i t  were 
f rom  t h e  Mean s  t h e re  r e commended  f o r  t h e 
Spreading t r ue Rel ig ion.  And yet  in  her  Time 
God was p leas ’d to di scover  a  Concer n for  His 
G l o r y  i n  t h i s  L a n d  p a r t l y  by  s h o r t n i n g  h e r 
Reign, which lasted but f ive Years, four Months, 
and  e l even  Day s ;  and  pa r t l y  by  d i s appo in t ing 
the Hopes  of  her  having a  Chi ld ,  (which must 
h ave  b e e n  f a r  g o n e ,  s i n c e  h e r  D e l i ve r y  wa s 
d a i l y  e x p e c t e d )  w h i c h  p rov ’d  a  f a l s e  C o n - 
ception; and par t ly a l so by so spir i t ing his  Ser- 
vant s ,  tha t  they courag ious ly  endur ’d  the most 
b i t t e r  and  c r ue l  Su f f e r i ng s ,  r a t h e r  t h an  t h ey 
would revol t  to Popery.  In les t  than four Year s 
Space  the re  were  Two hundred  s even ty- s even 
P ro t e s t an t s  de s t roy ’d  unde r  Fo r m o f  Law:  Of 
which f ive were Bishops,  twenty-one Minister s , 
e i gh t  Gen t l emen ,  f o r t y - e i gh t  A r t i f i c e r s ,  one
	 G� hundred
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hundred Husband men. Servants  and Labourer s , 
twen ty - s i x  Wive s ,  twen ty  Widows ,  n ine  V i r - 
g in s ,  two Boys ,  and  two In f an t s .  But  the  Re- 
f o r ma t i on  wa s  so  f a r  f rom be ing  hereby  ex t in- 
gu i s h ’d ,  t h a t  i t  r a t he r  s p re ad  d a i l y  more  and 
more.  Pope r y  wa s  bu t  the  more  abhor r ’d ,  fo r 
the s e  Ba rba r i t i e s ;  and  the  Zea l  o f  the  P ro t e - 
s t a n t s  g r ew  t h e  wa r m e r.  T h ey  h a d  f r e q u e n t 
Meet ing s ,  and  the i r  Min i s t e r s  *  tho ’ they  ex- 
po s ’d  t hemse l ve s ,  we re  no t  a f r a i d  t o  i n s t r uc t 
them. They who before  could not  ag ree  about 
Ministers Ceremonies, were now easily reconcil’d at a 
S t ake :  And  they  who  f l ed  in to  fo re i gn  Pa r t s , 
took Care to send over many Books for the In- 
s t r uct ion and Comfor t  of  such as  they le f t  be- 
h ind .  There  was  a l so  another  notable  In s t ance 
of God’s Care of this Land in her Reign, which 
ought  not  to be over- look’d,  v iz .  That  her  S i- 
s ter  Elizabe th  for  whom she had no g reat  Affe- 
c t i on ,  upon  whom the  Eye s ,  and  Hope s ,  and 
Hearts of the Lovers of pure Relig ion were f ix’d, 
tho ’ she  wa s  impr i son ’d  in  the  Tower,  and  by 
some de s ign ’d  fo r  the  Sca f fo ld ,  wa s  p re se r v ’d , 
a t  t h e  Med i a t i on  o f  K .  Ph i l i p ,  Queen  Mar y ’s 
Husband,  not  so  much out  o f  Kindnes s  to  the 
Pr incess, as upon a Politick Account, and out of 
fear least she being once cut off , Mary Queen of 
Scots ,  (who was a Creature of France ,  and there- 
fore his  Enemy in cour se) should have succeed- 
ed .  Th i s  Way  wa s  a  Suc c e s s o r  p rov i d en t i a l l y 
pre ser v ’d ,  to  secure  the  Pro t e s t an t  Re l i g i on  and 
Interest both at Home and Abroad.

I n  t h e  T ime  o f  Queen  E l i z a b e t h ,  t h o ’ s h e 
a f fected Magnif icence in Rel ig ion,  and incl in’d 
still to keep up Images in Churches, and discoun- 
tenanc ’d  many wor thy  and p ious  Per sons ,  tha t 
were  for  g rea ter  S impl ic i ty,  and a  more Scr ip-
	�  tural
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tu r a l  Pur i t y,  ye t  Re l i g ion  wa s  f a r the r  s ecu r ’d 
from the Designs of  the Papis t s ,  and the Prote- 
s tant  Interes t  v igorous ly  suppor ted f rom hence 
upon al l  Occas ions in other Countr ies .  Scot land 
wa s  f re ed  f rom the  F r en c h ;  t h e  F r en c h  P ro t e - 
s t ant s  were  o f t  re l iev ’d ,  and the  Dut c h  a s s i s ted 
in shaking of f  the Yoke of  Poper y and S laver y, 
w h i c h  wa s  n o  s m a l l  H o n o u r  t o  u s .  A t  t h e 
same t ime many Societ ie s  of  ser ious  Chr i s t i ans 
f lour i sh’d at  Home; and we had as  pious a  Mi- 
n i s t r y,  and  a s  re l i g iou s  a  Peop le,  and  a s  f lou- 
r i sh ing  a  Count r y,  a s  was  to  be  met  wi th  any 
where.  No Money  wa s  any  more  expor t ed  to 
Rome  for Fir st-fruits ,  Indulgences, Appeals ,  Dis- 
pensat ions,Pal l s ,and such-l ike Trumpery.Publ ick 
Praye r s  were  eve r y  where  o f f e r ’d  to  A lmighty 
God in our native Language; the Mass  was abo- 
l i sh’d,  and the Communion administred in both 
K i n d s ,  a s  C h r i s t  a p p o i n t e d  i t .  T h e  G o s p e l 
was f a i thful ly preach’d, Bibles became common, 
Learningwas encourag’d, Sobr iety countenanc’d, 
and  the  Inhab i t an t s  o f  Eng l and  were  the  Envy 
o f  a l l  t h e i r  Ne i ghbou r s .  The re  we re  s eve r a l 
Instances of God’s special  Concern for His Glo- 
ry  in this Land dur ing her Reign; two of which 
we r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e m a r k a b l e .  O n e  o l  t h e m 
re la ted to  Mar y Queen of  Sco t s ;  and the other 
t o  t h e  S p a n i s h  I n va s i o n .  A s  f o r  M a r y  Q u e e n 
of Scot s ,  she was f i r s t  set  up by the French ,  and 
a f t e rward s  by  the  Span i a rd s ,  i n  Oppos i t ion  to 
Queen El izabe th .  She bore her  Ar ms,  and took 
he r  T i t l e .  Be ing  a t  l eng th  impr i son ’d  by  he r 
own Subjects, she made her Escape, and f led hi- 
ther  in to Eng land ,  where  she was  deta in ’d  Pr i- 
s o n e r  f o r  s eve n t e e n  Ye a r s  t og e t h e r .  D u r i n g 
a l l  t h a t  T ime,  t h e re  we re  many  I n t r i gu e s  o f 
t he  Pap i s t s  on  Foo t  f o r  he r  De l ive r ance :  and
	 G 2� several
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s eve r a l  Con sp i r a c i e s  t o  de th rone  t he  Queen , 
a nd  s e t  h e r  up  i n  h e r  Room;  on  wh i ch  Ac - 
coun t  the  Duke  o f  Nor f o l k  and  s eve r a l  o the r s 
we re  execu t ed .  A t  l eng th  i t  wa s  ev iden t  th a t 
the  Queen  and  the  Na t ion  wa s  in  the  u tmos t 
Danger.  Hereupon she was  t r y ’d  be fore  a  con- 
s iderable Number of  noble Peer s ,  commiss iona- 
ted for that Purpose, for Conspir ing the Destru- 
ct ion of  the Queen’s  Per son,  and the Realm of 
Eng l and ;  and  the  Subver s ion  o f  Re l ig ion .  She 
wa s  a d j udg ’d  Gu i l t y ;  a nd  t h a t  Judgmen t  wa s 
app rov ’d  by  bo th  Hou se s  o f  Pa r l i amen t ;  who 
d e c l a r ’d  i t  t o  b e  t h e i r  c ommon  S en s e ,  Th a t 
Queen El izabe th ’s  Sa fe ty  cou ld  no Way be  se- 
cur ’d ,  a s  long a s  the Queen of  Sco t s  l iv ’d .  And 
she was accordingly beheaded, and so the King- 
dom and our Relig ion was preserv’d from Ruin. 
And not  long  a f t e r,  tha t  g rea t  Ar mada ,  wh ich 
Spain look’d on as Invincible, was ruin’d and de- 
s t roy ’d ,  in  such a  Manner,  tha t  i t  s eem’d  a s  i f 
Heaven fought for our Fore-f ather s .  I t  was a l so 
owing  to  th i s  Queen ’s  Conduc t ,  and  the  Ma- 
nagement of  her  Ready Minis t r y,  that  the Spa- 
n ia rd  fe l l  shor t  o f  the Unive r sa l  Monar c hy ,  a f ter 
which he aspir’d.

In the  Reign o f  her  Succes sor  King James  I . 
tho’ the Spanish  Intr igues were very prevalent in 
our s as  wel l  as  in many other Cour ts  in Europe , 
ye t  our  Pa r l i ament s  d i s cover ’d  a  ju s t  Concer n 
fo r  the  t r ue  Pro te s t an t  In te re s t ,  and  he lp ’d  to 
secure our Religion and Liberty.

In the Reign of  h i s  Son King Char l e s  I .  tho’ 
French  Counsels as much prevai l ’d as the Spanish 
had  done in  the  Reign o f  h i s  Fa ther,  and had 
a t  l a s t  a  f a ta l  Inf luence to ruin him; yet  s t i l l  a 
merci ful  Providence secur’d us from the destru- 
c t ive Des igns  of  Hel l  and Rome, and we com-
	�  tinu’d
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t inu ’d  s t rong  and  wea l thy,  and  Re l ig ion  f lou- 
rish’d in the Nation.

Upon  the  Re s t au r a t i on  o f  K ing  Cha r l e s  I I . 
i t  seems a g reat Wonder of Providence, that our 
Rel ig ion and Liber ty  was  not  ent i re ly  compl i- 
men ted  away,  in  a  Tran spor t  o f  Joy :  Bu t  tho ’ 
French Counsels were stil l follow’d, and there was 
a visible Design on Foot to debauch and enslave 
the  Nat ion;  ye t  i t  p lea s ’d  God a t  l ength  so  to 
stir up our Parliaments, and so to spir it the Peo- 
p l e,  tha t  they  tha t  had  Wi l l  enough ,  had  no t 
Power sufficient to make us Papists and Slaves.

And  i n  t h e  Re i gn  o f  K ing  J am e s  I I .  when 
i t  wa s  the  common Apprehens ion ,  Tha t  Re l i - 
g ion and Liber ty,  and every Thing that  was va- 
luable,  was  ju s t  go ing ,  our  Nobi l i ty  and Gen- 
t r y,  C le rgy  and  Commona l ty,  were  a t  once  so 
in f luenc’d  by Div ine Providence,  a s  to  ca l l  for 
H e l p  f ro m  t h e  P r i n c e  o f  O ra n g e ,  by  w h o s e 
Means we were miraculouf ly rescu’d,  when up- 
on  the  ve r y  Br ink  o f  Ru in .  And  who  c an  e - 
nough  admi re  t he  Goodne s s  o f  God  to  u s  i n 
so  o rde r ing  Ma t t e r s ,  t h a t  when  tha t  b i go t t ed 
Pr ince had but two Daughter s, they should both 
o f  them mar r y  Pro te s t an t s ,  and  so  be  re se r v ’d 
for a Calm after a Storm!

In the  Reign o f  our  Glor ious  King Wil l i am , 
(whose Name ought to be ever dear to us , )  in- 
numerabl e  P lo t s  were  de f e a t ed ,  and  our  Ene- 
mies  when they thought  noth ing could  h inder 
them from compass ing their  Des igns ,  were s t i l l 
d i s a ppo in t ed ;  t i l l  h e  t r an sm i t t ed  t h e  Crown , 
and  our  Re l ig ion  and  L ibe r ty  to  the  Cus tody 
o f  H e r  M a j e s t y,  Q u e e n  A n n e ;  w h o s e  R e i g n 
God  Honour ’d  w i th  a  Tr a in  o f  V i c to r i e s  and 
Succe s s e s ,  no t  to  be  ma tch ’d  in  Hi s to r y.  And 
i t  we reap not a l l  the happy Fruit s  thereof  that
	�  we
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we  d e s i r ’d  a n d  w i s h ’d  f o r  ( a n d  w h i c h  we re 
somet imes  the  Mat t e r  o f  our  Expec t a t ion s )  i t 
becomes  us  a s  Chr i s t i ans ,  wi thout  te r minat ing 
our  Views on second Causes ,  to  l ay  the Blame 
on our own Sins ;  and to say with the Prophet , 
That our  Iniqui t i e s  have tur n’d away these  Things; 
and our Sins have with-holden good Things f rom us . 
Such has been our Ing ratitude both to God and 
Men, our Wickedness  has  been so very provok- 
ing, and our unwill ingness to be reform’d so ve- 
r y  v i s i b l e,  and  accompany ’d  w i th  such  a  Ma- 
l igni ty,  tha t  we may ver y  wel l  wonder  tha t  we 
have any Mercies  le f t ,  and much more that  our 
Civi l  and Rel ig ious Liber t ies  are yet  continu’d; 
and that  by Means of  the Protes tant  Success ion 
i n  t h e  I l l u s t r i ou s  Hou s e  o f  Hanove r ,  we  may 
hope  tha t  they  may  ye t  be  pe r pe tua ted  to  u s , 
and our Posterity after us.

And  now upon  t h e  Accoun t  t h a t  h a s  b e en 
g iven of  the Kindness  of  Almighty God to the 
Inhabitants of this Island all along, and his Con- 
cer n for  the de c la r ing  and cont inuing His Glo ry 
amongst  them, I  can appea l  to any Man,  Whe- 
ther  the fo l lowing Ref lect ions  are  not  natura l , 
and just, and proper.

1 .  O u g h t  n o t  s u c h  a  L a n d  a s  t h i s  t o  b e 
ex t reme ly  thank fu l ?  Ju s t l y  may  we l ay  o f  Br i - 
t a in ,  what  was  s a id  here to fore  by Mose s  o f  the 
L and  o f  Cana a n ,  I t  i s  a  L a n d  wh i c h  t h e  L o rd 
c a r e t h  f o r .  He  ha th  c a red  fo r  i t  f rom one  Age 
to  ano the r,  w i thou t  c e a s i ng .  We  re ce iv ’d  the 
Go spe l  b e t ime s :  Be fo re  many  Coun t r i e s  t h a t 
a re  much  n e a re r  i n  S i t u a t i on  t o  J u d e a ,  f rom 
whence  i t  wa s  p ropaga t ed :  Sooner  than  many 
pa r t s  o f  Ger many :  And  many  Age s  be fo re  the 
va s t  Con t inen t  o f  Ame r i c a .  Chr i s t i an i t y  f l ou-
	�  rish’d
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r i shed here  be fore  i t  was  the  Es tabl i sh ’d  Rel i - 
g ion a t  Rome ,  which was  not  t i l l  the Reign of 
Cons tan t in e .  We have  en joy ’d  the  Gospe l  long : 
Whi le  some Par t s  o f  Af r i c a ,  where  once  the re 
were  f lour i sh ing  Churche s ,  and  As i a  t h e  Le s s , 
and Pe r s i a ,  and the  Par t s  ad joyning ,  have  long 
s ince  los t  i t ,  and are  over-run wi th Mahumeta- 
n i sm .  Our  Civ i l  L ibe r ty  ha s  been  s ecu r ’d  un- 
de r  a s  many  Change s  o f  Mas te r s  and  Gover n- 
ments  a s  any Countr y can pretend to.  We have 
been p i l l ag ’d  and p lunder ’d  by  the  Romans ,  by 
the  Pi c t s ,  by  the  Saxons ,  by  the  Danes ,  and by 
the Normans ,  and yet  we are a  f lour i shing Peo- 
p le ;  or  a t  l ea s t  might  be  so,  i f  there  were  not 
some th ing  in  ou r  unhappy  Temper s  th a t  p re - 
ve n t e d  i t .  W h e n  Po p e r y  ove r - r a n  a l l  t h e s e 
Weste r n  Par t s ,  and there  was  a  genera l  Declen- 
s i on  f rom Gospe l  Pu r i t y,  t he re  we re  bu t  f ew 
Places ( i f  any) in which more Witnesses in pro- 
por t ion  were  r a i s ’d  up  to  Hand by  the  Truth , 
than in these I s lands .  Witha l ,  we were re for m- 
e d  b e t i m e s :  A n d  t h e  M a n n e r  o f  o u r  R e f o r - 
ma t ion  wa s  thu s  f a r  Happy,  tha t  the  Gove r n- 
ment  fe l l  in  wi th  and encourag ’d  i t :  Tho’ had 
they proceeded f ar ther in i t ,  our Happiness had 
b e en  t h e  g re a t e r.  ’Twa s  o t h e rw i s e  i n  F ra n c e , 
where there once was  a  vas t  Number of  Prote- 
s t ant s .  They were  wear y of  the  wretched Cor- 
ruptions of Popery, and thereupon purg’d them- 
selves, and form’d themselves into Chr ist ian So- 
c ie t ie s ,  hav ing  the  Gover nment  mos t ly  aga in s t 
them.  The i r  P r ince s  kep t  a  wa tch fu l  Eye  and 
a  s t r ic t  Hand over  them; and tak ing the i r  Op- 
por tun i ty,  have  a t  l a s t  b id  f a i r  fo r  ex t i r pa t ing 
t h em .  Bu t  i t  h a s  no t  b e en  s o  w i t h  u s .  He re 
in Br i ta in,  the Law is  on the Side of  our Rel i- 
g ion,  and ’t i s  twis ted and interwoven with our
	�  Civil
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Civi l  Const i tut ion,  so that  none can betray the 
one,  but  a t  the  s ame t ime they  over throw the 
o ther.  Thi s  ought  to  be  own’d  a  g rea t  Mercy. 
And  t h en  f a r t h e r.  I n  wha t  an  amaz ing  Man- 
ner have we been sav’d from a Return of Popery! 
What a  cont inu’d Conspiracy has  there been a- 
gainst  us ever s ince the Reformat ion!  How many 
Attempts  have been ba f f led !  How many for mi- 
dable  Pro jec t s  de fea ted !  I t  ha s  not  been  so  in 
Hungary , nor Bohemia , nor Silesia , nor the Palati- 
na te  of  the Rhine ,  nor Alsace ,  nor severa l  other 
Par ts of Germany ,  where the Protestant Relig ion 
o n c e  f l o u r i s h ’d ,  bu t  Po p e r y  n ow  r e i g n s .  I n 
what Countr y i s  there g reater Plenty of  Bibles , 
or a g reater Number of Able Divines,  more Pu- 
r i t y  o r  P l en ty  o f  Go spe l  Ord inance s ,  g re a t e r 
Ca re  t o  c e l eb r a t e  t he  Lo rd ’s -Day  re l i g i ou s l y, 
more Liber ty to excel in true Goodness without 
hindrance,  or  a  g reater  Number of  ser ious  and 
s incere  Chr i s t i an s ?  And ought  we not  then to 
be ver y thankful?  May we not  say,  a s  the Psa l - 
mis t  in another Case,  God hath not  dea l t  so  wi th 
any  Na t i on ?  I  speak  i t  no t  in  a  boa s t ing  Way, 
or  to  cher i sh  Pr ide ;  but  to  in f l ame Thankfu l - 
ne s s .  We o f  th i s  Land  a re  by  our  Ne ighbour s 
commonly  reckon’d  remarkable  enough fo r  an 
over  g rea t  Se l f -va lua t ion ,  and for  de sp i s ing  o f 
o t h e r s ;  a n d  I  s h o u l d  b e  g l a d  t h e re  we re  n o 
Ground for  the  Remark :  But  s t i l l  the  Favour s 
of God ought to be taken notice of; and if  they 
are  not ,  I  cannot  see  how they should be duly 
pr iz’d, or how it can be expected a suitable Re- 
tur n should be made for them. There are seve- 
r a l  Pa r t i cu l a r s  in  which  o ther  Nat ions  exceed 
us :  But  i f  we take Things  together,  and cons i- 
der  the  Extens ivenes s ,  and Comprehens ivenes s 
a n d  L a s t i n g n e s s ,  o f  t h e  F avo u r s  w h i c h  G od
	�  hath
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ha th  con fe r ’d  upon  u s  in  Tempora l s  and  Sp i - 
r i t u a l s ,  we  s h a l l  f i nd  f ew  th a t  equa l  u s ,  a nd 
I ’m sure none that exceed us.  And shal l  we not 
then be Thankful? Does it not concern us to be- 
th ink  our s e l ve s  wha t  Re tu r n s  to  make  to  the 
Donor of all our Blessings? Is it not f it, is it not 
highly reasonable and equitable,  and may i t  not 
be justly expected, that there should be National 
Retur ns  fo r  Nat iona l  Merc ie s ,  a s  we l l  a s  Per- 
sonal  and Domest ica l  Returns,  for Per sonal  and 
Domestical  Mercies? Should not al l  think them- 
s e l ve s  conce r n ’d  abou t  rend r ing  to  the  Lo rd , 
that Share in the Blessings receiv’d? Or is it at all 
proper so to confine ourselves to present Mercies, 
a s  to over look those long s ince pas t ,  when the 
good Frui t s  and Ef fect s  of  them remain to thi s 
Day ?  Wou ld  th i s  b e  i ngenuou s  o r  becoming ? 
Undoubtedly Thankfulness ,highly becomes such 
a People as we, who live in a Land that God has 
so  f avour ’d  and  ca r ’d  fo r,  f rom one  Per iod  o f 
Time to another. But,

2 .  Could  any  One  th a t  shou ld  ob s e r ve  the 
p reva i l i n g  Tempe r,  a nd  common  Ca r r i a g e  o f 
t h e  Peop l e  o f  t h i s  I s l a nd ,  imag i n e ,  t h a t  t h e 
Gospel had come to us thus early, and continu’d 
w i th  u s  thu s  l ong?  Who wou ld  th ink  we  had 
had the  Gospe l  among us  for  S ix teen hundred 
Year s  and more together?  At  lea s t ,  how a f fec t- 
ing a Thought is it, that it should have been the 
prevailingRelig ion here thus long to so little pur- 
pose! It i s  indeed to be hop’d, that i t  has help’d 
to  s end  many  Thousand s  and  Mi l l ion s  in  th i s 
Time from this Is land to plant the Heavens: But 
migh t  i t  no t  have  been  hop ’d ,  and  rea sonably 
e xp e c t e d ,  t h a t  s u ch  a  Re l i g i on  a s  t h e  Lord
	 H� Jesus
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Je sus  b rough t  f rom Heaven ,  th a t  Re l i g ion  o f 
which he was  the Ins t i tuter,  should,  in a l l  th i s 
Time,  have had more genera l ,  and remarkable, 
and univer s a l  E f fec t s !  And ye t  have  we not  to 
this  Day many Par ts  of this  Is land, where Chr i- 
s t i ani ty  i s  a s  l i t t le  known as  in  a  Pagan-Coun- 
t r y?  And where  there  i s  Knowledge  in  Div ine 
Things ,  how l i t t l e  genera l ly  appear s  o f  a  Gus t 
and  Re l i sh ?  I s  i t  no t  g rown modi sh  to  d i sbe- 
l ieve the Great Pr inciples on which our Relig i- 
on  i s  bo t tom’d?  to  ca l l  in  Ques t ion  the  Fac t s 
by  which Chr i s t i an i ty  i s  suppor ted?  and a rgue 
against the Great Truths which it  proposes,  in a 
Cav i l l i ng  Way?  Don ’t  we  mee t  w i th  more  o r 
less  of this  Temper in al l  Conver sat ion? Is  there 
no t  a  v i s i b l e  Enmi t y  a g a i n s t  Re a l  Re l i g i on ? 
Are not  too many among us  so wear y of  Reve- 
lat ion ,  as to be wil l ing to return back to Natural 
R e l i g i o n ,  o r  De i sm ?  Nay,  h ave  we  no t  s und r y 
V i c e s  common  among  u s ,  t h a t  Pag an s  t h em- 
se lves  would have been asham’d of?  And i s  not 
t h i s  t o  b e  l amen t ed !  Shou l d  we  no t  h e a r t i l y 
bewai l  our  S ins ,  which are  sad ly  agg ravated by 
the  many Merc ie s  we have rece iv ’d  f rom God, 
and by which we have been d i s t ingui sh ’d  f rom 
o t h e r  Peop l e ?  A  g en e r a l  Co r r up t i on  i s  ve r y 
v i s i b l e  among  u s :  The re ’s  no  deny ing  i t .  A l l 
Ranks,  and a l l  Par t ies  par take of  the Infect ion, 
and yet  there are but few but what have some- 
w h a t  t o  s ay  i n  t h e i r  ow n  V i n d i c a t i o n ,  a n d 
whereby to throw off the Blame from themselves 
to Other s. Few see the Plague of their  own Hear ts , 
o r  a re  s en s i b l e  how much  they  have  in f l am’d 
the  common Reckoning .  I f  we  read  over  Gi l - 
i lda ’s free Rebuke of the inhabitants of this Land 
f o r  t h e i r  S i n s ,  b e t we e n  E l eve n  a n d  Twe l ve
	�  hun-
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hundred  Yea r s  a go,  we  sha l l  be  ap t  to  th ink , 
that the g reatest Par t of what he says, is directly 
l eve l l ’d  a g a i n s t  ou r  own  T ime s .  And  t hough 
our  Doc t r ine  and  Wor sh ip  i s  Re fo r med  f rom 
Pope r y,  ye t  we  h ave  much  t h e  s ame  S i n s  a - 
mong  u s  now,  a s  i n  Pop i sh  T imes .  Our  L ive s 
a nd  Manne r s  wan t  Re f o r m ing :  And  t h i s  h a s 
been long and genera l ly  compla in’d of ,  though 
to  but  l i t t l e  Pur pose.  There  i s  but  l i t t l e  Ser i - 
ousne s s  to  be  d i s ce r ned  in  our  common Wor- 
sh ipp ing  A s s embl i e s ;  and  g re a t  L i gh tne s s  and 
Coldness evident in the solemnest Acts of Reli- 
g ion .  The  Sac r amen t s ,  wh i ch  where  Se r iou s - 
ne s s  took  p l ace,  were  ever  reverenc ’d ,  a re,  by 
many,  s l i gh t ed  and  con temned ,  and ,  I  doub t , 
p r o f a n ’d  b y  m o r e .  T h e  H o l y  S c r i p t u r e  i s 
despis ’d and r idicul ’d,  and the Express ions of  i t 
toss ’d about in Conver sat ion,  in a  Way of  Ban- 
t e r .  T h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  M i n i s t r y  i s  c o u n t e d 
mean  and  de sp i c ab l e ,  and  t oo  many  by  t he i r 
L ive s  and  Car r i age  have  con t r ibu ted  to  make 
i t  s o.  S en su a l i t y  and  Impur i t y  i s  b e come  f a - 
sh ionable,  and Sobr ie ty and Regular i ty  i s  wi th 
many  a  Ma t t e r  o f  Reproach ;  and  P ro f anene s s 
and Hypocr i sy  S t r ive  which sha l l  out-do each 
other.  I s  th i s  l ike  a  People  tha t  have had such 
a  Cu r ren t  o f  Me rcy  and  Goodne s s  f o l l ow ing 
them from one Per iod to another? No, Alas,  f ar 
from it! Again,

3 .  Woul d  i t  n o t  b e  ve r y  s a d ,  i f ,  i n s t e a d 
o f  b e c o m i n g l y  T h a n k f u l ,  w e  s h o u l d  b e 
g row n  we a r y  o f  o u r  M e rc i e s ,  o r  i n d i f f e r e n t 
whether we keep or lose them! Would not  thi s 
a rgue  ver y  l i t t l e  Va lue  o f  what  God had done 
f o r  u s ?  do  we  c a r r y  i t  a s  Pe r son s  t h a t  coun t
	 H 2� Gospel
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Gospe l  P r iv i l ege s  our  Glo r y ?  I s  i t  no t  a  mos t 
af fect ing Thing, to see a People,  that have long 
enjoy’d Chr is t ianity,  so t ir ’d with i t ,  as  to seem 
not  unwi l l ing  to  par t  wi th  i t  fo r  another  Re- 
l ig ion!  And i s  not  thi s  the Case of  many? This 
i s  no t  i ndeed  any  j u s t  A rgumen t  a g a i n s t  t h e 
Chr is t ian Relig ion i t se l f ;  but i t  i s  such an Evi- 
dence of  the supine,  ung rate fu l ,  mal ignant ,  in- 
veterate Spir i t ,  of  a People that have long been 
favour’d with it, that it ought to f i l l  such as ob- 
serve i t  with Concer n,  and may jus t ly cover us 
with Shame. And are we not plainly g rown wea- 
ry of the Reformation? Is not our Dread of Popery 
s t r a n g e l y  wo r n  o f f ?  Have  we  no t  many  t h a t 
look upon tha t  a s  a  Word o f  Cour se,  tha t  ha s 
l itt le Signif icance? There’s a Remark that’s made 
by some that  know the State of  France  and Br i- 
t a i n  p re t t y  we l l ,  t h a t  I  f re e l y  con f e s s ,  i s  a p t 
to  make my Hear t  ake,  whenever  I  th ink on’t . 
’Tis,  That many in France ,  and that of the Cler- 
gy as  wel l  a s  other  Ranks ,  ear nes t ly  long for  a 
Refor mat ion,  and wai t  but  for  an Oppor tuni ty 
to d i scover  themse lves :  Whi le  among us ,  many 
are for  approaching nearer  and nearer  to Pope- 
r y,  and  wa i t  bu t  fo r  an  Oppor tun i t y  to  shew 
how l i t t le  Value they have lef t  for the Reforma- 
t i on ,  in  which  the i r  Fore- f a the r s  so  much re- 
j oyc ’d .  I f  t h i s  Rema rk  be  t r ue,  ( and  I ’m  in - 
c l in ’d to bel ieve there may be something in i t ) 
i t  looks very Black upon us.  I s  i t  not sad, That 
in such a Land as  this ,  so many should be fond 
of reviving the old popish Notions, of the Pr iest- 
hood ,  and the dai ly  Sac r i f i c e ,  of  aur i cu la r  Confe s- 
s ion ,  and the Succe s s ion o f  Order s ,  &c!  How sad, 
That  the  Memor y o f  our  g rea t  De l iverer  f rom 
Pope r y  and Slave r y ,  should  be  so  v i l i fy ’d !  How
	�  sad,
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sad,  that  any should be so eager to compromise 
Matter s  wi th those who don’t  reckon any Pro- 
mises they can make, to such as they are,  bind- 
i n g ;  a nd  who  l ook  upon  i t  a s  a  me r i t o r i ou s 
Th ing  t o  r u in  o r  d e s t roy  t h em!  Th i s  a r gue s , 
That  tho ’ A lmigh ty  God ha s  h i the r to  s i gna l l y 
f avour ’d  us ,  and s t r ange ly  pre ser v ’d  us ,  ye t  we 
a re  t i red  wi th  our  B le s s ing s ,  we  a re  su r f e i t ed 
and glutted,  and g rown wanton, and bent upon 
t r y ing  the  mos t  d ange rou s  Expe r imen t s .  The 
Lord in Mercy make us wiser. But,

4 .  W h a t  wo u l d  b e c o m e  o f  u s  s h o u l d  G o d 
f lop hi s  Hand towards  us ,  or  remove His  Glo r y 
f rom us ?  and ye t  may we not  ver y  ju s t ly  f ea r, 
t h a t  e ve n  h i s  C o n c e r n  f o r  h i s  ow n  G l o r y, 
which i s  so  v i s ibly  s l ighted,  where hi s  Gospe l , 
a f ter  so  many Year s  Enjoyment ,  i s  so  desp i sed, 
and  ha s  so  l i t t l e  E f fec t ,  shou ld  induce  h im to 
animadver t upon such a People with remarkable 
Sever i ty?  Has  not  th i s ,  a t  l ea s t ,  been hi s  usua l 
Way  in  Age s  p a s s ’d ?  Ha s  i t  no t  been  so  w i th 
other  Nat ions ,  and with us  too? Was there not 
s u ch  a  Tempe r  a s  t h i s  rema rk ab l e  b e fo re  t h e 
Coming  o f  t h e  Sax o n s  h i t h e r ,  who  l a i d  t h i s 
I s l and  wa s t e  f rom Sou t h  t o  Nor t h !  No  Man  I 
th ink  can  read  Gi lda s ,  and  que s t ion  i t .  A f te r - 
wards  there  was  much the  same Temper,  when 
about  the  Year  o f  Chr i s t  8 0 0 ,  the  Danes  made 
their Inroads into these Is lands, f i l l ing al l  Places 
w i t h  B l o o d ,  a n d  l e av i n g  n o t h i n g  bu t  D e s o - 
l a t ion behind them,  and tha t  tor  two hundred 
Yea r s  t og e the r.  And  h ave  we  no t  s i n c e  b e en 
v i s i t e d  w i t h  a  Va r i e t y  o f  Ju d g m e n t s ,  i n  t h e 
M id s t  o f  a l l  t h e  F avou r s  o f  He aven ,  a nd  do 
We not  s t i l l  remain  unamended!  Mus t  not  out
	�  Miseries
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Mi s e r i e s  and  Ca l am i t i e s  b e  a t  l a s t  p e cu l i a r l y 
g r e a t  a n d  wo n d e r f u l ,  t o  b e a r  a ny  P ro p o r t i 
on  t o  s u ch  O f f en c e s  a s  ou r s  h ave  b e en ,  a nd 
s t i l l  c o n t i n u e ?  A n d  s h o u l d  G o d  r e m o v e 
Hi s  G lo r y,  a s  f rom h i s  Peop le  o f  Old :  shou ld 
h e  m u l t i p l y  o u r  P l a g u e s ,  c o u l d  we  c o m - 
p l a i n  w i t h  a ny  Ju s t i c e ?  Shou l d  h e  a t  l e n g t h 
make a Stop, and signify to us, that he had done 
enough ,  and  more  than  enough ,  fo r  a  s tup id , 
s en s e l e s s ,  ung r a t e fu l ,  mur mur ing  and  d i sobe- 
d i en t  Peop l e ,  a nd  h e  wou l d  do  no  more  f o r 
u s :  S h o u l d  h e  t e l l  u s  a s  h e  d i d  h i s  A n c i e n t 
Peop l e  i n  s o  many  Word s ,  Tha t  h av ing  de l i - 
ve r ’d  u s  aga in  and  aga in  to  l i t t l e  Pur pose,  he 
was  now g rown wear y,  and  wou ld  d e l i ve r  u s  no 
more :  Would i t  not  be dole fu l?  Would not  Woe 
b e  t o  u s,  i f  h e  s hou ld  d epa r t  f r om u s !  Cou ld  we 
tha t  have  made so  l igh t  o f  h i s  Merc ie s ,  e i ther 
screen our selves from his Anger, or bear his In- 
d i gn a t i on ?  Oh  th a t  we  we re  w i s e  and  wou ld 
bu t  C o n s i d e r !  A s  n o  N a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  m o re 
f avour ’d  than  we,  so  the  Day  o f  God’s  Wra th 
must be peculiarly ter r ible, i f  i t  be not pacify’d. 
And whi ther  can  we f ly  for  Refuge,  what  can 
we  depend  upon  f o r  S a f e t y,  s hou l d  ou r  God 
de se r t  u s ?  And might  he  not  ju s t l y  be  j ea lous 
of  hi s  despi sed Glory? Let  us  think of  the Fate 
o f  J e r u s a l em ,  God ’s  be loved  C i t y  o f  o l d ,  and 
be instructed and amended.

5 .  Can  i t  b e  a  va i n  T h i n g ,  t h a t  t h e  m o s t 
f a i th fu l  Gospe l  Min i s t e r s  we  have  had  in  th i s 
L and ,  ( a nd  we  h ave  b e en  b l e s s ’d  w i t h  t ho s e 
that  have been as  eminent as  any Nation what- 
s o eve r )  s h o u l d ,  f o r  a  l o n g  T i m e  Tog e t h e r , 
h ave  f re e l y  denounc ’d  the  Judgmen t s  o f  God
	�  against
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against us,  i f  we continu’d impenitent ? I  know 
th i s  i s  what  many make l ight  o f  :  But  I  query 
upon  wha t  Grounds  they  do  so ,  and  whe the r 
they are suff icient to just i fy and bear them out? 
Tho’  we own Inspira t ion ceas ’d ,  yet  when thi s 
ha s  been a  very  genera l  Thing wi th those  Mi- 
ni s ter s  that  have been most  upr ight  and Fa i th- 
f u l ;  w h e n  i t  h a s  b e e n  t h e  C o u r s e  a n d  W a y 
of  those that  have s tood most  in God’s  Secret , 
and they have herein acted out  of  a  Conscien- 
t i o u s  R e g a r d  t o  G o d ’ s  G l o r y ,  i t  c e r t a i n l y 
de serve s  our  Not ice .  I t  looks  a s  i f  the  Bi t te r- 
n e s s  o f  De a t h  we r e  no t  y e t  p a s t  w i t h  u s .  I t 
b e come s  u s  t o  r emembe r  a nd  con s i d e r ,  t h a t 
the Asian  Churches were a long while threatn’d, 
b e f o r e  t h e  J u d g m e n t s  t h a t  w e r e  d e n o u n c ’ d 
we r e  i n f l i c t e d :  And  i t  doe s  no t  f o l l ow ,  t h a t 
we shal l  be spar’d,  because we have had a Res- 
p i t e .  G o d  h a s  t r y ’ d  t h e  W a y  o f  M e r c y  a n d 
J udgme n t  w i t h  u s ,  w i t hou t  s u i t a b l e  E f f e c t s : 
He  ha s  many  Ar rows  f t i l l  i n  h i s  Quive r :  And 
’t i s  e a f y  t o  ob f e rve ,  t h a t  P rovoked  Pa t i ence , 
often brings on swift Destruction. And yet,

6 .  May not  such Favour s  a s  we in  th i s  Land 
have  rece iv ’d  f rom God,  encourage  us  to  t r u s t 
him for the future,  i f  we would but repent and 
amend,  and take  Care  to  be  found in  the  Way 
o f  o u r  D u t y  ?  T h a t  G od  t h a t  h a s  h a d  s u c h 
a  pecu l i a r  Regard  to  th i s  Nat ion  fo r  so  many 
Ages ,  wi l l  no t  be  fo rward  or  ha s ty  to  g ive  u s 
u p .  H e  h a s  h a d  a  g r e a t  C o n c e r n  f o r  H i s 
G l o r y  a m o n g  u s ,  a n d  a f t e r  a l l  o u r  S i n s  s t i l l 
man i f e s t s  a  g re a t  Unwi l l i ngne s s  t o  de s e r t  u s . 
L e t  u s  b u t  m o u r n  a f t e r  H i m ,  a n d  H e  w i l l 
ye t  re g a rd  u s .  L e t  u s  bu t  s e ek  H im he a r t i l y,
	�  and
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a n d  H e  w i l l  b e  f o u n d  o f  u s .  L e t  bu t  a  d u e 
C o n c e r n  f o r  H i s  G l o r y ,  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  s o 
s l ighted,  be  a t i r r ing among us ,  and I  conce ive 
we  may  ye t  h ave  hope.  Tha t  t ho ’ He  s hou l d 
sorely rebuke. He wil l  not abandon us;  tho’ He 
should see i t  necessar y to Vis i t  us  for  our Sins 
and  tha t  w i th  some  Seve r i t y  too,  ye t  he  w i l l 
no t  t ake  h i s  Lov ing-k indne s s  f rom u s ;  bu t  a s 
He  b l e s s ’d  ou r  P rogen i t o r s  f rom one  Age  t o 
another,  so He wil l  s t i l l  bless  us and our Poste- 
r i t y  a f t e r  u s :  And  so  b l e s s  u s  and  them,  th a t 
we  sha l l  s t i l l  have  His  Glo r y  d e c l a r ’d  among  u s 
and  i t  sha l l  no t  be  in  the  Power  o f  our  mos t 
i m p l a c a b l e  E n e m i e s ,  f u l l y  t o  c o m p a s s  t h e i r 
Designs upon us. Amen.
	�  Matth.
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Matth. XVI. 18.
A n d  I  s a y  a l s o  u n t o  t h e e ,  t h a t 

t h o u  a r t  P e t e r ,  a n d  u p o n  t h i s 
R o c k  I  w i l l  b u i l d  m y  C h u r c h : 
A n d  t h e  G a t e s  o f  H e l l  s h a l l 
not prevail against it.

FR O M  t h e  f o r m e r  P a r t  o f  t h i s 
V e r f e  t h e  R o m a n i s t s  p l e a d  f o r 

t h e  P r i m a c y  o f  S t . P e t e r ,  a n d 
o f  t h e  P o p e  a s  h i s  S u c c e s s o r : 
F r o m  t h e  l a t t e r  C l a u s e  w e  t h a t 
a r e  P r o t e s t a n t s  t h i n k  w e  m a y 
s a f e l y  c o n c l u d e ,  t h a t  o u r  B l e s - 
sed  Sav iour  wi l l  have  an Intere s t  on foot  here 
on Ear th,whatever Attempts are made against i t . 
And yet  as  they have their  Dif f icul t ies ,  so have 
we; but with this Difference, that whereas their s 
a re  insuperable,  our s  a re  ea s i ly  accommodated. 
Our Lord declares in the f ir st Words of the Text, 
tha t  upon  th i s  Ro c k  he  would  bu i l d  h i s  Chur c h . 
And  i f  by  t h i s  Ro c k  h e  e i t he r  mean t  h imse l f , 
who i s  e l sewhere represented as  the  c h ie f  Corner  
S t on e  o f  t h e  Housho l d  o f  God ;  o r  i f  he  the reby
	 I� meant

Ephes. ii. 
20.
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meant the Confession of his being the Son of the 
L iv i ng  G od,  w h i c h  S t .  P e t e r  h a d  b e e n  j u s t 
mak ing ,  wh ich  i s  the  Cen t r a l  Po in t  in  wh ich 
a l l  Chr i s t ians  meet ;  upon ei ther  Suppos i t ion,a- 
ny  Pecu l i a r  P r imacy  o f  th i s  Apos t l e  van i she s , 
and leaves the Pr imacy of his pretended Succes- 
sor  that  i s  bottom’d upon i t ,  a s  a  Cast le  in the 
Air, quite destitute of any Foundation. But when 
he say s  tha t  th i s  Chur c h  o f  h i s ,  tha t  He would 
build upon this Rock, should not be prevail’d against 
by the Gates of Hell ,  its Strength and Safety must 
wi thout  a l l  que s t ion  be  thereby  denoted .  And 
yet there is st i l l  some Diff iculty remaining, both 
in f ix ing the jus t  Meaning of  the  Gates  o f  Hel l , 
and  in  de te r min ing  whether  the  Promi se  here 
g iven be to be apply’d to the Church consider’d 
co l l ec t ive ly,  or  to  i t s  pa r t i cu la r  Member s .  The 
Ga t e s  o f  He l l ,  o r  o f  Hade s ,  p l a in ly  s i gn i fy  the 
Power s  o f  the  Inv i s i b l e  Wor ld .  The  ment ion- 
ing Gates ,  may remind us of  the Ancient Places 
o f  Jud i c a tu re  among  the  J ew s ,  wh i ch  we re  a t 
the Entrance of their  Cit ies ,  where their  Elder s 
commonly sat ,  and judg’d of Right and Wrong. 
And the ment ioning Hades ,  which we t rans la te 
H e l l ,  ( a n d  m i g h t  a s  we l l  t e r m  t h e  I nv i s i b l e 
Wor ld )  na tura l l y  po in t s  u s  to  those  Mal ignant 
Spir i t s ,  who have a  sor t  of  Super intendency in 
the invisible Regions. ’Tis true our Blessed Lord 
has  the  Key o f  the  Hades ,  and none enter  in  or 
ou t ,  w i thou t  h i s  A l l owance  o r  Orde r ;  wh i ch 
i s  a n  un s re ak ab l e  Comfo r t  t o  P iou s  Pe r s on s . 
We may f rom thence eas i ly  ga ther,  that  a l l  the 
i n f e r n a l  Powe r s  a re  unde r  h i s  Con t rou l .  Bu t 
suppose  we t ake  Hade s  fo r  the  s t a te  o f  Dea th , 
w i t h o u t  r e l a t i o n  t o  R ewa rd  o r  P u n i s h m e n t , 
Miser y  or  Happines s ,  which must  be own’d i t s 
most usual signif ication, it may yet equally serve
	�  our
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ou r  Pu r po s e :  and  th a t  whe the r  we  app l y  ou r 
Saviour’s  Promise to the Church in Genera l ,  or 
to the Par t icu lar  Member s  of  which i t  i s  made 
up.  Take  i t  a s  mean t  o f  t he  Pa r t i cu l a r  Mem- 
be r s  o f  the  Church  o f  Chri st,  tha t  i s ,  o f  the 
t r ue  Member s  o f  h i s  Body,  the  Sen se  o f  i t  i s 
t h i s ;  Tha t  t hey  sh a l l  a l l  mo s t  c e r t a i n l y  ove r - 
come Death  and the  Grave,  by  a  Resur rec t ion 
to  Immor ta l i t y.  And i f  so,  the  Immor ta l i t y  o f 
the  Fa i th  they  p ro fe s s ,  wh ich  a l so  in f e r r s  the 
Necess i ty  of  the constant  Exis tence of  some to 
pro fe s s  tha t  Fa i th ,  may be  ea s i l y  g ra f ted  upon 
i t .  But then take the Church in this  place Col- 
l e c t ive ly,  fo r  the  Body  o f  Be l i eve r s ,  wh ich  i s 
the commonest Sense of the Word Church incur 
Sacred Records, and the Promise g ives a cer tain 
Assurance of its Perpetuity. The Gates of Hell shall 
no t  p r eva i l  aga ins t  i t .  That  i s ,  i t  sha l l  not  be l i- 
ab l e  to  Mor t a l i t y.  I t  sha l l  never  be  under  the 
Power of Death, but i t  shal l  have an happy Re- 
su r re c t i on .  A  Chu r c h  Chr i s t  w i l l  a lway s  h ave 
upon  Ea r th .  I t  neve r  sha l l  be  so  de s t roy ’d ,  a s 
tota l ly to per ish;  but whatever Change i t  passes 
under,  i t  sha l l  aga in  l i f t  up  i t s  Head .  A l l  the 
Uni t ed  Power  and  S t reng th ,  the  u tmos t  Cra f t 
and  Po l i cy  o f  Ea r th  and  He l l ,  sha l l  no t  be  a - 
ble to root i t  out .  No Attempts  agains t  i t  sha l l 
f i n a l l y  p ro s p e r .  T h i s  I  t a ke  t o  b e  t h e  t r u e 
Meaning of these Words; and I f ind it  so repre- 
s en t ed  by  t he  Gene r a l i t y  o f  I n t e r p re t e r s  and 
Commentators, whether Ancient or Modern.

The per petual  Durat ion then of the Chr is t ian 
Church,  and that  a s  secur ’d  by th i s  Promise  of 
i t s  Head and Founder,  i s  the thing which f rom 
hence mos t  na tura l ly  o f fe r s  i t se l f  to  us ,  a s  the 
Subject of our Meditation. And that our thoughts 
on this Subject may be the more orderly, I pro- 
pose.	 I 2� I. To
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I .  To f ix  the  proper  L imi t s  o f  the  Promise,  tha t 
we may be led to its just Intention.

I I .  To  s h ew  h ow  f u l l y  t h i s  P ro m i s e  h a s  b e e n 
m a d e  g o o d  i n  t h e  s e ve r a l  A g e s  w h i c h  t h e 
Chu rch  o f  Ch r i s t  h a s  h i t h e r t o  p a s t  t h rough , 
Which Account shall in the

I I I .  P lac e  b e  f o l l ow ’d ,  w i t h  s o m e  p l a i n  R e - 
m a r k s ,  w h i c h  m ay  n o t  b e  u n s e a s o n a b l e  i n 
the Times we live in.

I  B e g i n  w i t h  t h e  L i m i t s  o f  t h e  P ro m i s e 
here g iven:  And that  the rather because i f  they 
a re  no t  f i x ’d ,  we  sha l l  be  ap t  to  expec t  more 
from it  than i t  contains,  and by consequence to 
charge  i t  wi th  Fa i lure s ,  even when upon a  re- 
gular Search it would be found to be most pun- 
c tu a l l y  and  ex a c t l y  a c comp l i s h ’d .  To  p reven t  
thi s ,  i t  may not be amiss  just  to mention a few 
Obse r va t i on s ,  w i thou t  s t ay ing  to  d i l a t e  upon 
them. And,

1.  It  deser ves  our  Not ice  tha t  i t  i s  not  here 
intimated that the Church of Chr istmshal l  be so 
f a r  s a f e,  a s  to  be  a lway s  qu i e t ,  and  f ree  f rom 
Assaults, and that its Assaults shall be but incon- 
s iderable.  I t  i s  indeed declar ’d that  thi s  Church 
i s  bui l t  upon a  Rock;  but  then that  Rock s tands 
in  the  Mids t  o f  the  Sea ,  and  there fore  cannot 
but be on all hands expos’d to dashing Waves.

2. It is not said that the Church tho’ dtruck at, 
sha l l  a lways  ha s  a  v i s ib le  Pomp and Sp lendour 
a t t end ing  i t .  Our  Lo rd  doe s  no t  p romi s e  h i s 
Fol lower s Riches and Honour s i f  they continue
	�  faith-
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f a i th fu l ly  adher ing to Him. Ins tead of  that ,  he 
p la in ly  te l l s  them,  they must  expect  Hardsh ips 
and Dif f icult ies ;  and cal l s  upon them to take up 
thei r  Cross ,  i f  they’d approve themselves his true 
Disciples. Nay,

3 .  H e  g ive s  n o  A s s u r a n c e ,  t h a t  t h e  I n f e r - 
n a l  Powe r s  t h a t  wo u l d  a s s a u l t  h i s  C h u r c h , 
should  never  seem to  preva i l  aga in s t  i t .  For  i t 
wa s  h i s  I n t en t i on ,  i n  s und r y  Ca s e s ,  f o r  w i s e 
and weighty Reasons,  to permit the Enemies of 
h i s  Church and Interes t ,  to  seem as  i t  were  to 
car r y  a l l  be fore  them,  and br ing the i r  Des igns 
to  an  Head ,  no twi th s t and ing  a l l  Imped iment s 
o r  Ob s t r u c t i on s :  And  i n  a ny  s u ch  Ca s e ,  h i s 
consummate Wisdom becomes the more conspi- 
cuous ,  in  ba f f l ing thei r  Project s  when they are 
a lmos t  complea ted ,  and h i s  In f in i te  Power  be- 
comes  the more i l lu s t r ious ,  in  tha t  He re scues 
his Church when it is brought to the last Extre- 
mity. Again,

4 .  I t  wou ld  b e  a  ve r y  f a l s e  Conc l u s i on  t o 
in f e r  f rom th i s  P romi se,  Tha t  the  Number  o f 
the  Pro fe s sor s  o f  the  Chr i s t i an  Fa i th  in  Truth 
and Pur i ty,  should a t  a l l  Times and Seasons  be 
g r e a t  a n d  r e m a r k a b l e .  We  m ay  f ro m  h e n c e 
c o l l e c t .  T h a t  t h e  Tr u t h  wo u l d  a lway s  h ave 
some to profess  i t ;  but not that  the Number of 
those that  did i t  would be a lways  cons iderable. 
The true Church of Chr is t  may at  some Times, 
and in some Cases ,  be obscure,  and di f f icul t  to 
f ind ,  and  ye t  th i s  P romi se  may  be  punc tua l l y 
made  good .  Nor  i s  t he re  any  reconc i l i ng  the 
P romi se  wi th  the  Even t  upon  any  o the r  Sup- 
po s i t i on .  Fo r  T ime  wa s ,  when  a lmos t  a l l  t he 
Wor l d  bec ame  Ar i a n .  Mus t  we  s ay,  t h a t  God 
	�  then

Matth. 
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then for sook h i s  Church,  and forgot  th i s  Pro- 
m i s e ?  N o,  by  n o  m e a n s .  T h e r e  wa s  a t  t h a t 
Time a Number that  continu’d Fai thful ,  tho’ in 
O b s c u r i t y.  I t  wa s  a l s o  ve r y  p l a i n l y  f o re t o l d 
from the f ir st, That in the f ir st Part of the Reign 
o f  Ant i c h r i s t ,  a l l  the  Wor ld  should  wonde r  a f t e r 
t h e  B e a s t ,  a nd  wo r s h i p  h im .  And  ye t  i t  i s  a l s o 
int imated,  that  there  would be no smal l  Num- 
ber of Persons that would not worship the Beast nor 
his Image, nor receive his Mark upon their Foreheads, 
o r  in  the i r  Hands .  These  put  a l l together  would, 
as it  is  intimated, at last amount to a Multitude, 
tho’ consider’d in the several  Ages they l iv’d in, 
t h e y  we r e  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  b u t  a  F e w.  N ow 
mu s t  we  s ay,  t h a t  G o d  f o r g o t  t h i s  P ro m i s e , 
and for sook hi s  Church,  when Anti-chr i s t  thus 
p reva i l ’d ,  and  drew a lmos t  a l l  Men a f t e r  h im? 
N o,  f a r  f ro m  i t .  H e  t h a t  i n  A n c i e n t  T i m e s 
when  the re  wa s  a  gene r a l  De fec t ion  f rom h i s 
Truth,  and Revolt  f rom his  Wor ship,  secur’d to 
h im s e l f  s even  t hou s a nd  i n  I s r a e l ,  who  n eve r 
bow’d their Knees to Baal ,  did in this  Case also 
secure a Number of Adherents to himself , whom 
neither the Ar t i f ice and Subt lety,  nor the Pow- 
er and Cruelty of  the Beast ,  could prevai l  with 
to submit to Anti-chr ist ian Imposit ions and Im- 
pu r i t i e s .  Eve r y  Age  h ad  some  such ;  t ho ’ no t 
so  many a s  to  make any g rea t  Noi se,  or  prove 
any cons iderable Body,  compar’d with the Rest 
that yielded.

A nd  l a s t l y  T h o ’ o u r  b l e s s e d  L o r d  by  t h e 
P romi s e  g ive s  A s su r ance,  th a t  He  a lway s  w i l l 
have a Church somewhere here upon Ear th, yet 
He hereby g ives no Assurance,  that  the Church 
shou ld  cont inue  a lway s ,  in  any  one  pa r t i cu l a r 
Place.  There i s  not  a  Par t  of  the Ear th,  can be
	�  nam’d

Revel. 
xiii. 3, 4.
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nam’d,  in which there i s  any lmposs ib i l i ty  of  a 
Fa i lure  o f  God’s  Church and Intere s t ,  tho’ the 
Promife i t se l f  can’t  f a i l  of  being fu l f i l l ’d .  What 
a re  become o f  the  s even  f amous  Churche s  o f 
Asia ,  to whom St .  John  d i rected hi s  Epi s t le s  in 
t h e  B o o k  o f  t h e  R e v e l a t i o n ?  A n d  w h e re  a r e 
those  Churches  a l l  a long  the  Coas t s  o f  Af r i c a , 
tha t  made such a  F igure  in  Pr imi t ive  Ant iqui- 
ty?  And a s  fo r  the  ce lebra ted  Churches  which 
the re  we re  he re to fo re  i n  many  Ea s t e r n  Pa r t s , 
where are  they now? Have they not  long s ince 
disappear’d? Can we f ind any Footsteps of them 
rema in ing ?  Wha t  s h a l l  we  then  s ay ?  Ha s  t h i s 
Promise  f a i l ’d?  No by no means .  I t  s t ands  im- 
moveable as  a  Rock. Chr is t  wi l l  have a Church 
somewhere  or  o ther  to  the  End o f  the  Wor ld : 
But whether it shall be in Asia chiefly, as at f ir st; 
or  in Afr i ca ,  a s  a f terwards ;  or  in Europe ,  where 
i t  ha s  now mos t  f lour i sh ’d  fo r  many  Age s ;  o r 
i n  Ame r i c a ,  whe re  t h e  Go spe l  i s  a t  l a s t  pub- 
l i s h ’d ,  and  h a s  ove r s p re ad  many  l a r g e  Coun- 
tr ies ,  must  be le f t  to the Conduct of  the Great 
Governour of the World. This i s  a Thing which 
th i s  P romi se  i s  no t  conce r n ’d  in .  The  Gospe l 
Cand le s t i ck  ha s  o f t en  been  remov ’d  f rom one 
P l a ce  and  Coun t r y  to  ano the r,  t o  pun i sh  the 
iniquit ies  of  those who have continu’d to abuse 
the Light  wi th which they have been f avour ’d . 
And th i s  may,  and  shou ld  be  a  Caut ion  to  a l l 
p a r t i cu l a r  Churche s ,  t o  t he  End  o f  T ime,  t o 
t ake  heed  o f  p rovok ing  God  to  g ive  them up 
to Confus ion and Ruin,  by the i r  Incor r ig ible- 
ne s s  and  Wantonne s s ,  t he i r  D i s so lu t ene s s  and 
Div i s ions .  Thi s  may be  the  Case  o f  any par t i - 
c u l a r  Chu rch  upon  E a r t h ,  w i t hou t  t h e  l e a s t 
Failure in this Promise; which is suff iciently ful- 
f i l l ’d and made good, i f  as the Church of Chr ist
	�  decays
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decays ,  or  f a i l s ,  or  per i shes ,  in  one Branch or 
Part of it, it revives again in another.

These  Limita t ions  be ing f ix ’d ,  which are  but 
just, proper and necessary, I now proceed,

I I .  To shew how fu l ly  th i s  Promise  has  been 
m a d e  g o o d ,  i n  t h e  s e ve r a l  A g e s  w h i c h  t h e 
Church  ha s  h i ther to  pa s s ’d  th rough.  And here 
I  sha l l  t ake  the  Pa in s  to  g ive  a  b r i e f  V iew o f 
t h e  S t a t e  o f  t h e  Chu rch  o f  Ch r i s t  f rom Age 
to  Age,  tha t  our  Fa i th ,  in  the  Promi se  tha t  i s 
here made,  may be conf ir m’d,  and that  we may 
b e  s t i r r e d  u p  t o  s u c h  a  C a r r i a g e ,  a n d  s u c h 
Expec t a t ion s ,  a s  wou ld  be  su i t ab l e  and  beco- 
ming.

I  b e g i n  w i t h  t h e  T i m e s  o f  t h e  B l e s s e d 
Apo s t l e s  o f  ou r  Lo rd  and  S av iou r,  who  we re 
s oon  undece iv ’d  i n  t h e i r  Expec t a t i on s ,  a s  t o 
the i r  be ing  c a l l ’d  to  a  L i f e  o f  Ea se  and  P l e a - 
su re,  and  o f  Tempora l  Honour  and  Grandeur. 
They met  wi th  some Di f f i cu l t i e s  in  the i r  Ma- 
s t e r ’s  L i f e - t ime ;  bu t  t hey  we re  a s  no th ing  to 
the i r  Ha rd sh ip s  a f t e r  h i s  Decea s e.  I t  wa s  no t 
l o n g  b e f o re  J e r u s a l e m  g r ew  t o o  h o t  t o  h o l d 
t h e m .  T h ey  we re  f o r c ’d  f ro m  t h e n c e  by  s e - 
ve re  Pe r f e c t i on ;  and  ob l i g ’d  t o  f l y  f rom one 
C i t y  t o  ano the r,  f o r  t h e i r  own  P re s e r va t i on ; 
publishing the Faith of a Crucif ied Jesus where- 
e ve r  t h ey  c a m e :  A n d  t h u s  d o i n g ,  t h ey  h a d 
ea r ly  Conver t s  in  Samar i a ,  a s  we l l  a s  in  Judea , 
But s t i l l  they,  for  some Time, made their  chief 
A p p l i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  J e w s ,  a m o n g  w h o m  t h ey 
met  wi th the most  invetera te  Mal ice  and Spi te 
t h a t  cou ld  be  conce iv ’d .  A f t e rwa rd s  t hey  ad- 
dre s s ’d  themse lves  to  a l l  Sor t s  o f  People  wi th- 
o u t  D i s t i n c t i o n ,  a n d  we n t  a b o u t  t h e  Wo r l d 
wo rk i ng  Mi r a c l e s  t o  con f i r m  t h e i r  Doc t r i n e
	�  and
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and  seek ing  to  d i s c ip le  the  severa l  Nat ions  o f 
t h e  Ea r t h ,  t o  one  t h a t  d i ed  upon  t he  Cro s s ; 
and s t i l l  they adted in a  Bel ieving Dependance 
upon the  Promise  tha t  was  g iven them in  th i s 
Text :  And under  the  u tmos t  Di scouragement s , 
a nd  a l l  p o s s i b l e  D i s a dvan t a g e s ,  a nd  Oppo s i - 
t ion  f rom a l l  Quar te r s ,  they  had  a  mar ve l lous 
S u c c e s s .  T h e  Wo r l d  i n  g e n e r a l ,  wa s  u p  i n 
Ar ms  ag a in s t  t hem.  Ea r th  and  He l l  con sp i r ’d 
toge ther  to  s top  the  Prog re s s  o f  the  Doct r ine 
t hey  pub l i s h ’d .  The  J ew s  i n su l t ed  i t ,  and  the 
Gen t i l e s  exp loded  i t .  The  Ph i lo sophe r s  de r i - 
ded  i t ,  and  the  Pr ie s t s  r a i l ’d  a t  i t ,  and  loaded 
i t s  Vo t a r i e s  w i t h  a l l  manne r  o f  Rep ro a che s : 
And the Pr inces  and Great  ones ,  in the severa l 
Na t ion s  where  i t  s p re ad ,  pe r s ecu ted  the  P ro- 
sessor s of i t ,  with the utmost Rage and Cruelty. 
A l l  a g re ed  t oge the r  t o  s t i f l e  i t  i n  t h e  B i r t h : 
Bu t  an  i n f i n i t e l y  Wi s e  God  ou tw i t t ed  t hem; 
and hi s  Power was  too s t rong for  thei r s .  Chr i- 
s t i a n i t y  g a i n ’d  Ground ,  and  s t r u ck  i t s  Roo t s 
d e e p.  C h u r c h e s  we r e  p l a n t e d ,  n o t  o n l y  i n 
Sy r i a ,  bu t  in  Egyp t ,  and  I t a ly ,  and  a t  Alexan - 
d r i a  and  Rome ,  and  in  many  o f  the s e  Wes t e r n 
C o u n t r i e s .  A t  l e n g t h  a n  h e a v y  Ve n g e a n c e 
( w h i c h  a l s o  h a d  b e e n  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r e t o l d ) 
befe l l  the J ews ,  those cur sed Enemies  of  Chr i s t 
and h i s  Gospe l .  Thei r  Church and Nat ion was 
en t i re l y  ove r th rown by  the  mi s e r ab l e  De s t r u- 
d l ion  o f  the  Ci ty  o f  J e ru sa l em ,  in  which  there 
pe r i sh ’d  nea r  Twe lve  hundred  thou s and  Men , 
a s  a  Wa r n ing  t o  a l l  f u t u re  Gene r a t i on s ,  t h a t 
the  Church  o f  Chr i s t  w i l l ,  i n  the  Even t ,  t r i - 
u m p h  ove r  a l l  i n s o l e n t  O p p o s e r s ;  T h e  E m - 
peror s ,  Nero  and  Domi t i an ,  b i t t e r ly  per secuted 
t h e  Ch r i s t i a n s  i n  t h e  Roman  Emp i r e ,  a nd  ye t 
they increas’d and multiply’d exceedingly.
	 K� In
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I n  t h e  S e c o n d  C e n t u r y,  t h e  J e w s  w h o  s u r - 
v i v ’d  t h e  D e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e i r  C o u n t r y, 
stillpursu’d Chr istianity and its Professors, with an 
imp l ac ab l e  Ha t red .  The  Ph i lo sophe r s  made  i t 
t h e i r  Bu s i ne s s  t o  r un  down  the  Fo l l owe r s  o f 
a  C r u c i f y ’d  J e s u s  w i t h  A r g u m e n t s ,  a n d  t h e 
E m p e ro r s  w i t h  S a n g u i n a r y  L aw s ,  a n d  o p e n 
Fo r c e ;  a n d  ye t  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  R e l i g i o n  wa s 
sp read  f a r  and near.  Many I l lu s t r ious  Gent i l e s 
we re  c o nve r t e d ;  a s  J u s t i n  M a r t y r ,  a n d  T h e o - 
p h i l u s  o f  A n t i o c h ,  w h o  d e f e n d e d  t h e i r  H o l y 
Re l ig ion  by  the i r  exce l l en t  Apo loge t i ck  Wr i- 
t i n g s .  A  F l o o d  o f  H e re t i c k s  b ro ke  i n  u p o n 
the In f ant  Church,  and threa ten’d  a  Deluge o f 
E r ro r  and  Con fu s ion .  Gno s t i c k s  appea r ’d  i n  a 
Thousand severa l  Shapes ,  d i sc red i t ing  Chr i s t i - 
a n i t y  b e f o r e  t h e  Wo r l d ,  a n d  t h r e a t n i n g  t o 
swa l l ow  up  t h e  Tr u t h  o f  t h e  Go sp e l :  Bu t  i t 
s t i l l  s u r v iv ’d  them.  The  Empero r s  Tra j an  and 
A d r i a n  we re  g re a t  H a t e r s  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s , 
a n d  t r e a t e d  t h e m  w i t h  C r u e l t y.  P l i n y  t h e 
Yo u n g e r  ( t h o ’ a  Pa g a n )  w ro t e  i n  t h e i r  F a - 
vour in the Eas t :  And in the West ,  par t icular ly 
a t  Lyons  in France ,  many f a i thful  Mar tyr s  sea l ’d 
the  Tr u th  wi th  the i r  B lood ;  and  the i r  B i shop 
(or  Senior  Presbyter  ra ther )  the ce lebra ted I r e - 
næu s  among  the  re s t :  And  i t  p l a in ly  then  ap- 
pear ’d ,  a s  wel l  a s  a f terwards ,  that  the Blood of 
the Mar tyr s was the Seed of the Church; which 
s t i l l  got  Ground in France  and Spain ,  a s  wel l  a s 
in many Parts both of Africa and Asia.

I n  t h e  t h i r d  C e n t u r y,  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  we re 
s t i l l  pe r secu ted  by  Seve ru s ,  Maximinu s ,  Dec iu s , 
Vale r i an  and Aure l i an  the  Emperor s :  And many 
holy  Soul s  by  the i r  bloody Methods  were  sent 
we l t r ing  in  the i r  Gore  to  Heaven .  But  so  In- 
v i n c i b l e  wa s  t h e  C o u r a g e  w i t h  w h i c h  G od
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endu’d his f aithful Servants in those Times, that 
t h e i r  Enem i e s  we re  s oone r  we a r y  w i t h  To r - 
men t ing  them,  than  they  wi th  Bu f f e r ing .  Sa - 
b e l l i u s ,  and  Pau l  the  Samosa t en i an ,  and  seve ra l 
other s, vented their er roneous Notions as to the 
Per son and the Dignity of the Son of God: But 
the Truth had its  Defender s;  and the Interest of 
Chr i s t  i n  t he  ma in ,  p reva i l ’d  con s i de r ab l y  i n 
the World.

The f ou r th  Centur y began with a  more bloo-  
dy Per secut ion than any of  those that  went be- 
f o re  i t .  The  Dev i l  r a g ’d  t h e  mo re ,  know ing 
hi s  Time to be but  shor t ,  and that  th i s  was  to 
b e  h i s  l a s t  E f f o r t  a g a i n s t  t h e  Chu rch ,  unde r 
Hea then  Empe rou r s .  Dio c l e s i a n  and  Max im i an 
were  the g rand Agent s ,  in  th i s  l a s t  At tempt  of 
e xp i r i ng  Pa g an i sm .  They  f o r  t h e i r  Pa r t  l i t t l e 
doubted but  they should qui te  ext i r pa te  Chr i- 
s t iani ty  out  of  the World;  a s  appear s  f rom cer- 
tain Money coin’d by  Dioclesian, wich an Inscr ip- 
t ion that  int imated,  that  the  Name o f  Chr i s t ians, 
who  ove r th r ew the  Common-wea l th ,  was  de s t r oy ’d . 
But they found themselves mistaken, and sensibly 
a t  l eng th  pe rce iv ’d .  Tha t  an  A lmigh ty  Power 
baff led al l  their Counsels.  Monsieur Godeau  rec- 
kons, that in this Perlecucion.there were no few- 
e r  than  s even teen  Thousand  Mar ty r s  k i l l ’d  in 
one Month’s  Space:  And he observes ,  That  du- 
r ing  the  Cont inuance  o f  i t ,  the re  were  in  the 
bare Province of  Egypt ,  no le s s  than One hun- 
dred and for ty four thousand Per sons who died 
by the v io lence of  the i r  Per seutor s ;  and Seven 
hundred thousand,  who died thro’ the Fat igues 
o f  B an i s hmen t ,  o r  o f  t h e  Pub l i c k  Work s ,  t o 
which they  were  condemn’d .  Thi s  Per secut ion 
rag’d much in this  I s le or Br i ta in which we in- 
hab i t ;  and many had the  Courage  here  to  su f-
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fer  Mar tyrdom. But  a t  length Cons tan t ine ,  who 
succeeded in the Empire,  f inding i t  by sad Ex- 
per ience to be an hard Thing to kick against the 
Pr icks ,  made the  Pagan g ive  way to  the  Chr i- 
s t ian Rites ,  throughout his  Dominion: And un- 
der him the Followers of Jesus  of Nazareth ,  who 
d i ed  a t  J e r u s a l em ,  pub l i ck l y  g a i n ’d  t he  F i e l d , 
But  a t  the same t ime with Prosper i ty  and out- 
ward Splendour, did Pr ide and Riches enter in- 
to  the  Chr i s t i an  Church ;  and  i t  ha s  been  ob- 
se r v ’d ,  tha t  they have more endanger ’d  i t  than 
a l l  i t s  Per secut ions .  No sooner was there Peace 
in  the Empire  and in the Church,  than the A- 
r i an  Here l sy  mos t  mi se rably  d i s t r ac ted  and d i- 
v i d ed  i t .  Con s t a n t i u s  t h e  Empe ro r  unhapp i l y 
f avour’d that Heresy; and the Chr ist ians divided 
in to  a  g rea t  Var ie ty  o f  Sec t s  and  Par t i e s :  And 
so the Church was as  much troubled and threa- 
ten’d, by the Er ror s and Heresies ,  the Divis ions 
and Fac t ions  o f  such a s  pro fe s s ’d  the  Name of 
Chr i s t ,  a s  ever  i t  had before been by the open 
Violence of i t s  most  bloody Per secutor s :  St .  Je- 
rom  takes  Notice,  (and not  without g reat  Con- 
cer n)  That  a f ter  the Counci l  a t  Rimin i ,  a l l  the 
Wor ld  g roan ’d ,  and  wonder ’d  to  see  i t s e l f  be- 
come Ar i an .  Cor r up t ion  o f  Manner s  l oon  a f - 
t e r  f p re ad  i t f e l f  l i ke  a  Gang rene  t h rough  a l l 
Pa r t s ;  i n s o mu c h ,  t h a t  G od  a t  l e n g t h  f aw  i t 
needful to send a severe Scourge :  And He suf- 
fer ’d Ju l ian  the Apostate to ascend the Imper ia l 
Throne,  who reviv ’d  Pagani sm aga in ,  and took 
mo re  c r a f t y  a nd  s ub t l e  Me thod s  t o  roo t  ou t 
Ch r i s t i a n i t y  t h an  any  t h a t  wen t  b e f o re  h im . 
’Ti s  obser v ’d  concer ning h im,  by such a s  l iv ’d 
in those Times,  That he ef fectual ly under min’d 
the poor Chr i s t i ans ,  even whi le  he appear ’d to 
be  ag a in s t  Seve r i t y.  Many  then  though t  the i r
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C a s e  d e s p e r a t e ,  a n d  b eyo n d  R e l i e f ;  bu t  t h e 
C l o u d  s o o n  p a s s ’d  ove r .  T h ey  h a d  a  s e r e n e 
Sky for a l i t t le While under Jovian; but his Suc- 
cessor Valens fell intirely in with the Arians: And 
in his  Time such as adher’d to the Truth of the 
Gospe l ,  we re  expo s ’d  to  inc red ib l e  Ha rd sh ip s 
and  p a r t i cu l a r l y  t he  g re a t  Athana s i u s  and  h i s 
Fo l lower s .  But  they  were  aga in  re l i ev ’d  under 
Theodos ius ;  who i s  represented by His tor ians  a s 
an  exce l l en t  P r ince,  t h a t  improv ’d  h i s  Power 
and Author ity to his utmost for the Suppor t and 
I n c re a s e  o f  F a i t h  a nd  Pu r i t y.  A nd  ye t  t h e re 
was  a  v i s ib l e  Degeneracy,  and  g rowing  Di sor- 
der in the Temper and Lives of Christians.

In  the  Fi f th  Centur y,  there  were  wofu l  S t i r s 
in  the Church,  occas ion’d by the Donat i s t s  and 
Te l ag i anSy  and  by  Nes t o r i u s  and  Euty c h e s ,  and 
t he i r  Fo l l owe r s .  Tr u th  wa s  i n  d ange r  o f  s u f - 
f e r ing  Sh ipwreck ,  and  ye t  s t i l l  kep t  i t s  Head 
above  Wate r.  Two such  Men  a s  S t .  J e r om  and 
S t .  Aus t i n ,  con t r ibu ted  to  i t s  P re se r va t ion ,  in 
many  Po in t s  tha t  were  conce i t ed ,  and  ye t  ap- 
pea r  no t  to  have  been  themse lve s  who l ly  f ree 
f ro m  C o r r u p t i o n .  T h e re  b e g a n  t o  b e  m i g h - 
ty  Di f ferences  between the Eas t e r n  and Weste r n 
Churches ,  about Pre-eminence and Super ior i ty, 
wh i ch  wa s  s t i l l  t he  Bone  o f  Con ten t ion ,  and 
af terwards occas ion’d most dreadful  Havock and 
Con fu s i on .  The  Vanda l s  ove r - r an  t h e  Af r i c a n 
Churches,and being imbitter’d Ar ians  dealt  with 
the Or thodox there  a s  barbarous ly  a s  the  most 
Cruel Pagans  could have done.They ejected four 
h u n d r e d  f o r t y - f o u r  C h r i s t i a n  B i s h o p s :  A n d 
they in their exi l ’d State, publish’d the true and 
pr imitive Chr ist ian Faith, which they could not 
obta in Al lowance to do in the i r  own Countr y ; 
in which there was scarce any Sor t  of  Inhuma-
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nity was left  unexercis ’d by the Cruel Genser i ck . 
And  he re  i n  Br i t a i n , t h e  ‘P i c t s  a nd  S c o t s ,  a nd 
Ang lo saxons ,  who.were  ca l l ’d  in  on pur pose  to 
ass ist  the Natives against them, reviv’d the Gen- 
t i le  Super s t i t ion;  and the poor Chr i s t i ans  were 
d r i ve n  a m o n g s t  t h e  M o u n t a i n s ,  w h e r e  t h ey 
were  much expos ’d .  And ye t  in  the  s ame Age, 
t h e  Bu r gund i a n s  re c e iv ’d  t he  Chr i s t i an  F a i t h , 
and  s o  d i d  t h e  F ran c k s ,  w i t h  Clod ow i c k  t h e i r 
King; and the Irish also.

In  the  S ix th  Centur y,  the  Hunns ,  Goth s  and 
Vanda l s ,  and other  Barbarous  Nat ions  over-ran 
the  g re a t e s t  Pa r t  o f  Europe,  f i l l i ng  a l l  P l a ce s 
where they came with Confus ion and Desolat i- 
on .  The  Empe ro r s  J u s t i n  and  J u s t i n i a n  i n  t he 
mean t ime did much in f avour of  the Chr is t ian 
F a i t h  and  Church  i n  t he  Ea s t ,  and  h ad  done 
more  in  the  Wes t ,  had  no t  the  g rowing  Pr ide 
and Inso lence  o f  the  Bi shops  o f  Rome been a 
Check  and  an  Hindr ance.  The  Mona s t i c k  L i f e 
wa s  in  th i s  Age  in t roduc ’d  in to  the se  Wes t e r n 
Par ts ,  where i t  prov’d a Nursery of Cor ruption, 
and a l l  manner  of  impur i ty.  Chr i s t i an Wor ship 
was  in  th i s  Age much deprav ’d ,  by the  Adora- 
t ion of  images ,  the Invocat ion oi  Sa int s ,  and a 
g rowing Venerat ion for their  Rel icks ,  and such 
l ike  Pract ices  :  And yet  there  were some,  who 
wanted not  for  Resolut ion,  to enter  their  Pro- 
test against them.

In  t h e  S even th  Cen tu r y,  Pope  Bon i f a c e  t h e 
Th i rd  wa s  con f i r m’d  in  the  T i t l e  o f  Unive r s a l 
Bishop, notwithstanding that Gregory ,  his imme- 
d i a t e  P redece s s o r,  h ad  open l y  d e c l a r ’d .  Tha t 
whomever  shou ld  p re sume  to  t ake  tha t  T i t l e, 
t h e  F o r e - r u n n e r  o f  A n t i c h r i s t .  H e  t h a t 
c o n f e r r ’d  t h i s  H o n o u r  u p o n  h i s  wa s  P h o c a s , 
who k i l l ’d  h i s  Mas te r  Maur i c e  the  Emperor  o f
	�  Con-



	 in the british isles� 45

Con s t a n t i n o p l e .  Thu s  wa s  An t i c h r i s t ,  a t  l a s t , 
s e t  up,  wi th  a  ba re  Face,  a t  Rome ,  a f t e r  many 
h ad  b e en  wo rk i n g  unde r  G round  f o r  a  l ong 
t ime  to  make  Way  fo r  such  an  Advancement . 
This ef fectual ly divided the West  f rom the East , 
and  u she r ’d  i n  E r ro r s  and  Cor r up t ion s  o f  a l l 
Sor t s  in  Abundance.  Now there  wa s  a  g rea te r 
Concern by f ar, to spread, in al l  Par ts,  pompous 
C e re m o n i e s ,  t h e  L a t i n  S e r v i c e  a n d  S i n g i n g , 
Altar s  of such a Structure, Organs and Wax-Ta- 
pe r s ,  and  o the r  Or namenta l  Bawble s ,  than  to 
promote pure and undef i l ’d Rel ig ion.  But leas t 
the Roman Ant i c hr i s t ,  now in ful l  Power,  shou’d 
want a  Companion,  there arose,  not long af ter, 
h i m ,  t h a t  G r a n d  I m p o s t o r ,  M a h o m e t ,  i n  t h e 
Eas t ,  whose  Fo l lower s  had  such  Succe s s ,  tha t , 
i n  t he  s p a ce  o f  a  ve r y  f ew  Yea r s ,  t h ey  ove r - 
r an  a l l  Egyp t ,  As ia , ,  Phœn i c i a ,  Pa l e s t i n e ,  Sy r i a , 
a n d  M e s o p o t a m i a ,  a n d  a s  g o o d  a s  e x t i r p a t e d 
Chr i s t i an i ty  wherever  they  came.  In  the  s ame 
A g e ,  t h e  F r i s o n s ,  a n d  H o l l a n d e r s ,  a n d  t h e i r 
Ne i ghbou r s ,  we re  conve r t ed  t o  Ch r i s t i a n i t y. 
by  s o m e  P re a c h e r s  t h a t  we n t  f ro m  t h i s  o u r 
I s land;  and the Scot s  resolute ly refus ’d to admit 
t h e  R o m a n  C o r r u p t i o n s  a n d  Tr a d i t i o n s  i n t o 
their Country.

I n  t h e  E i g h t h  C e n t u r y ,  t h e  C h u rc h ,  b o t h  
i n  Eas t  and  Wes t ,  wa s  up  in  Ar ms ,  abou t  the 
U s e  o f  I m a g e s ;  t h e  p re t e n d e d  S u c c e s s o r s  o f 
S t .  Pe t e r  con t inua l l y  b lowing  the  Coa l s :  And 
d u r i n g  t h i s  C o n t r ove r s y,  t h e y,  w h o  n e ve r 
c o u l d  f o r g e t  t h e  a g g r a n d i z i n g  t h e m s e l ve s , 
wrested from the Emperor s of Constant inople , a l l 
Power and Author ity in Ita ly,  and these Wester n 
Pa r t s ,  whe re  t h ey  we re  f o r me r l y  Sove re i gn s . 
And  tho ’ Cha r l e s  t he  Gre a t  he re in  concu r r ’d 
w i t h  t h em ,  i n  o rd e r  t o  t h e  Advanc emen t  o f
	�  his

Cent. 
VIII.



46	 god’s concern for his glory

hi s  own Fami ly  to  the  Empire  o f  the  West ,  he 
ye t  s t ood  up  f o r  t h e  Tr u t h ,  a nd  pub l i s h ’d  a 
Wr i t i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  Wor sh i p  o f  Image s ,  a nd 
the  Romi sh  Ido l a t r y,  which  he  endeavour ’d  to 
suppre s s .  In  order  to  i t ,  he,  in  Oppos i t ion  to 
the  Second  Counc i l  o f  Ni c e ,  wh ich  had  e s t a - 
b l i s h ’d  Image -Wor sh ip,  Ann .  7 67,  c a l l ’d  ano- 
ther Counci l  a t  Frankfo rd  in Ger many, An .  764, 
which consisted of 300 Bishops.  And in this  his 
Son Louis also, who succeeded him in the German 
Emp i re,  t rod  i n  h i s  S t ep s .  Such  eminen t  A s - 
ser ter s  of  Chr i s t ian Truth could not want their 
Fo l l owe r s ;  a n d  I m a g e - Wo r s h i p  wa s  h e a r t i l y 
opppos’d by many, both in Germany ,  France  and 
E n g l a n d :  B u t ,  g e n e r a l l y  s p e a k i n g .  R e l i g i o n 
degenera ted in to Super s t i t ion;  Mas se s  and Pi l - 
g r images ,  and the  wor sh ipping Sa int s  and An- 
ge l s ,  were the Employment of  such as  appear ’d 
t h e  m o s t  D evo u t :  A n d  t h e  C e l i b a c y  o f  t h e 
C le rgy,  Mona s t i ck  Vows ,  and  the  P roh ib i t i on 
of  cer ta in Meats ,  &c .  were added to supply the 
P l a c e  o f  R e a l  P i e t y.  A n d  ye t  t h e  C h r i s t i a n 
F a i t h  wa s  eve n  a b o u t  t h i s  T i m e  p ro p a g a t e d 
among the Swedes,  and other Nor thern People: 
To which Char le s  the  Grea t  contr ibuted not  a 
little.

In  t he  Nin t h  Cen tu r y,  t h e  Pap a l  Au tho r i t y 
wa s  s t i l l  i n c re a s i n g .  They  who  go t  i n t o  t h e 
Roman  Cha i r,  p re t ended  by  the  Au tho r i t y  o f 
God  and  S t .  Pe t e r ,  t o  f r e e  Pe r s on s  f rom  t h e 
Obligat ion of the most solemn Oaths,  and took 
upon them to advance what  they pleas ’d in the 
mo s t  s a c re d  Ma t t e r s ,  w i t hou t  a ny  Con t rou l . 
T h e y  w e r e  f o r  t r a m p l i n g  t h e  B i s h o p s  o f 
Cons t an t i n op l e  under  the i r  f ee t ;  and  a r roga ted 
t o  t h e m s e l ve s  a  S o r t  o f  O m n i p o t e n c e .  T h e 
g ross  Fancy of  the Corpora l  Presence of  Chr i s t
	�  in
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in the Sacrament ,  was  in thi s  Age f i r s t  s tar ted; 
but  no sooner  vented ,  than  oppos ’d ,  by  Raba- 
nu s  Mau r u s ,  Be r t r am ,  S c o t u s ,  a nd  o the r s .  The  
C h r i s t i a n  F a i t h  n ow  t o o k  d e e p  R o o t i n g  a - 
m o n g  t h e  B o h e m i a n s ,  S c l a v o n i a n s ,  a n d  M o ra - 
v i a n s ,  who  were  no t  t o  be  be a t  o f f  f rom ha- 
v i n g  t h e i r  P u b l i c k  S e r v i c e  i n  t h e  L a n g u a g e 
o f  the i r  own Count r i e s .  And  Claud iu s ,B i shop 
of  Tur in ,  who f lour i shed about thi s  Time, s t re- 
n u o u s l y  o p p o s ’d  t h e  R o m i s h  E r ro r s a n d  t h e 
Chu rche s  o f  P i e dmon t ,  unde r  h i s  P ro t e c t i on , 
kept  the i r  Pur i ty ;  be ing St ranger s  to  the Wor- 
sh i p  o f  Image s ,  o r  t he  Cro s s ,  t h e  Invoca t i on 
of  Sa int s ,  the Pr imacy of  the Pope;  Rel icks  or 
P i l g r i m a g e s ,  o r  a n y  s u c h - l i k e  Tr a s h .  A n d 
they  kep t  the i r  Pur i t y  f rom tha t  Day  to  th i s ; 
and  hav ing  no t  been  t a in t ed  w i th  the  Pop i sh 
Super s t i t ions ,  have  had  no need  o f  be ing  Re- 
for med f rom them,  which was  so  nece s s a r y  in 
other Countries.

T h e  Te n t h  C e n t u r y  wa s  f u l l  o f  I g n o r a n c e , 
Barbar i ty,  and a l l  Manner  o f  Ca lami t ie s .  Mos t 
o f  the  Hi s to r i an s  tha t  have  wr i t t en ,  o r  g iven 
any  Judgemen t  conce r n ing  i t ,  rep re s en t  i t  a s 
a n  Age  o f  Da rkne s s ,  D i s o rde r,  a nd  I r re gu l a - 
r i t y.  Even  Ca rd ina l  Ba r on i u s  h imse l f ,  a s  con- 
cer n’d as  he appear s  upon al l  Occas ions for the 
Honour of  the Roman  See,  yet  could not touch 
u p o n  t h i s  Pe r i o d  o f  T i m e,  w i t h o u t  b i t t e r l y 
e x c l a im ing .  He  own s ,  w i t h  g re a t  F r a nkne s s , 
t h a t  s eve r a l  Po p e s  s u c c e s s i ve l y,  we re  bu t  s o 
m a ny  M o n s t e r s ,  a n d  t h e  C l e r g y  i n  g e n e r a l 
we re  So t s .  Some  h ave  commended  t h i s  Age, 
i n  th a t  i t  p roduced  no  Here t i ck s :  Bu t  o the r s 
s ay,  t h ey  h i d  t h e m s e l ve s  a m o n g  t h e  P r i e s t s 
a n d  M o n k s ,  w h o  i n g r o s s ’d  a l l  i n t o  t h e i r 
ow n  H a n d s .  ’ T i s  a l m o s t  u n ive r s a l l y  a g r e e d ,
	 L� that
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tha t  In iqu i t y  wa s  then  a t  the  u tmos t  He igh t , 
Some Pop i sh  Wr i te r s  have  no t  s tuck  to  a l t e r s 
t h a t  God ,  a t  t h i s  T ime,  f o r s ook  h i s  Chu rch : 
But  i f  S t .  Pe t e r  had  any  pecu l i a r  Succe s so r  a t 
a l l ,  above the res t  of  the Apost les ,  i t  would be 
ver y  s t range tha t  he  should have h im want ing, 
a t  the  ve r y  T ime  when  such  an  One  wa s  the 
most needful !  However, the Normans , Danes  and 
Polander s ,  now receiv’d the Chr is t ian Fai th;  but 
’twas with a Romish  Tincture, and as it  was cor- 
r upted wi th  the  Papa l  Doct r ines  o f  Purga tor y, 
Invocation of Saints,  and the Mer itor iousness of 
good Works ,  &c .  Many even in th i s  Age s t i f f ly 
deny’d the bodi ly Presence of Chr is t  in the Sa- 
crament;  and as  for  the Adorat ion of  the Host , 
t h a t  wa s  n o t  ye t  h e a rd  o f :  A n d  m a ny  Pe o - 
ple in these Western Par ts, used diligently to read 
the Scr iptures  in their  severa l  Mother-Tongues; 
which could not but help to preserve them from 
the  In f e c t i on  o f  t ho s e  An t i - ch r i s t i a n  E r ro r s , 
which so generally prevail’d.

In  the  El even th  Centur y,  the  Pope s  o f  Rome 
serv’d the Emperor s of Germany  worse than they 
had before done the Emperor s of Constant inople , 
They  pe r s e cu t ed  t h em w i th  F i re  and  Sword , 
wi th a  Des ign ent i re ly  to  r u in the i r  Author i ty 
in  I t a ly ,  and  br ing  them to  the i r  Fee t ,  and  so 
r a i s e  themse lve s  to  the  h igher  P i t ch  o f  Power 
a nd  G r andeu r.  Gr e g o r y  V I I ,  who  wa s  a  ve r y 
M o n s t e r  o f  W i c k e d n e s s ,  d e p o s ’d  t h e  E m - 
p e ro r  H e n r y  I V,  a n d  a b s o l v ’d  h i s  S u b j e c t s 
f rom  t h e i r  A l l e g i a n c e ;  a nd  o t h e r s  t h a t  c ame 
a f t e r  h i m  i n  t h e  P a p a c y,  d i d  t h e  l i k e  b y 
h i s  Succe s so r s  i n  the  Empi re .  Th i s  s e t  who le 
Na t ion s  toge the r  by  the  Ea r s .  For  the re  were 
Mul t i tudes  tha t  could  not  ye t  brook the  Papa l 
Tyranny,  but  exc l a im’d  aga in s t  i t ,  and  oppos ’d
	�  it
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i t  to thei r  utmost .  In order  to the dimini shing 
the  Number  o f  such,  and the  more  e f fec tua l ly 
to  inc apac i t a t e  the  Emperour s ,  f rom eve r  re - 
cover ing the Author ity they had lost ,  the Popes 
a t  l ength  se t  on foot  a  Cur sed  Des ign ca l l ’d  a 
Croi sade ,  upon pretence of  recover ing Pale s t ine , 
or the Holy Land,  out of  the Hands of  the Sa- 
r a c e n s  t h a t  h a d  c o n q u e r ’d  i t ;  bu t  i n  r e a l i t y 
with an Intent ion to es tabl i sh their  own Gran- 
deur,  upon  the  Ruin  o f  a l l  the  Sove re ign s  in 
Europe .  Many an Hundred thousand Men were 
upon th i s  Pretence d i spatch’d out  of  these  Eu- 
ropean  Par t s ,  to be Butcher’d in the East :  whi le 
the  s eve r a l  succe s s ive  Pope s  improv ’d  the  ad- 
van t ag iou s  Opor tun i t y  such  a  Dra in  a f f o rded 
them,  o f  i n su l t i ng  such  a s  rema in ’d  a t  home. 
This was the Thing that f ir st set the Doctr ine of 
Indu l g en c e s  on  foo t ;  the  V ice-Chr i s t s  o f  Rome 
out of the Plenitude of their  Power,  pretending 
to g rant  f ree ly  the Pardon of  a l l  the i r  S ins ,  to 
such poor Wights as  would freely expose them- 
se lve s  upon th i s  Occa s ion :  And th i s  ve r y  Do- 
c i r ine,  a s  P rov idence  o rde r ’d  i t ,  p rov ’d  a f t e r - 
ward the  Occas ion o f  an  Enqui r y  in to  spread- 
ing  Er ro r s  and  Cor r up t ion s ,  and  so  o f  a  Re- 
f o r ma t i on ,  a s  we  s h a l l  s e e  i n  t h e  S eque l .  I n 
Proce s s  o f  Time the se  Cro i s ad e s  tha t  were  f r i t 
begun against  the Inf idel s ,  and des ign’d to suc- 
cour the Chr i s t ians  in the Eas t ,  were publ i sh ’d 
a l so  fo r  the  invad ing  S i c i l y,  and  fo r  ex t i r pa t - 
i n g  t h e  A l b i g e n s e s ,  t h o s e  r e n ow n ’d  C o n f e s - 
so r s ,  who about  th i s  Time appear ’d ,  and  were 
t a ke n  N o t i c e  o f ,  a s  Pe r s o n s  o p p o s i n g  t h o s e 
Notions abous the bodi ly Presence of  Chr is t  in 
the Sacrament of  the Euchar i s t ,  that  were then 
cu r ren t ;  a nd  t h ey  we re  l ook ’d  upon  t o  h ave 
been an Ancient People. The same papal Engines
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were a l so  made use  o f ,  aga ins t  the  Noble  Em- 
peror Freder i c k Barbarossa ,  and some of his  Suc- 
ce s sor s ,  and other  Chr i s t i an  Pr inces ,  who had 
Spir i t  and Courage enough to oppose the Papal 
Pr ide and Tyranny.  Berenge r  in  th i s  Age,  s t i f f ly 
oppos’d the Doctr ine of Transubstantiation which 
now preva i l ’d ,  and he had many Fol lower s .  He 
re c an t ed  indeed  th rough  Fea r,  bu t  a f t e rwa rd s 
recover ’d and per s i s ted in the Truth,  and many 
couragiously suffer’d for it.

In  t he  Twe l f t h  Cen tu r y  t he  Pope s  he l d  on , 
f i l l ing  many European  Nat ions  wi th  Confus ion 
and S laughter,  in  Content ions  with thei r  seve- 
ra l  Pr inces ,  for the Invest i ture of  the Clergy in 
the i r  Dign i t i e s ,  and  o ther  Right s  o f  the i r  So- 
ve re ign ty :  And  they  d rove  tha t  Po in t  to  such 
an Height ,  that  a t  length the Strength of  the i r 
Thunder s  being spent ,  they became contempti- 
ble.  Almost  a l l  the Rel ig ion of  thi s  Age,  lay in 
Marching to the Holy Land,  where i f  the ins i- 
p id  Mor ta l s  were  but  so  happy a s  to  a r r ive  in 
S a f e t y,  t h r o u g h  t h e  i n t e r m e d i a t e  D a n g e r s 
o f  t h e  Way,  t h ey  m i g h t  a s  g o o d  a s  d e p e n d 
u p o n  c e r t a i n  D e a t h  f ro m  t h e  H a n d s  o f  t h e 
I n f i d e l s :  A n d  t h e n  p o o r  W r e t c h e s ,  t h e y 
t h o u g h t  t h ey  we n t  d i r e c t l y  t o  H e ave n ;  n ay, 
mer i t ed  an  Advancement  there.  The  Sc ho l a s t i - 
c a l  Div in i t y  and  Canon  Law  were  now brought 
in, for the Conf irmation and Suppor t of the Pa- 
pa l  Author i ty,  and  to  supp ly  the  P l ace  o f  the 
Ho l y  S c r i p t u re s ,  wh i ch  we re  ou t  o f  Da t e  i n 
the Romish  Church, and as f ar as  that could in- 
f l u ence.  Bu t  a t  t he  s ame  T ime  the  Wald en s e s 
a nd  Al b i g e n s e s  who  we re  o f  t h e  Race  o f  t h e 
Vaudoi s  of  Piedmont ,  openly separated from her, 
Dete s t ing  her  Ido l a t r y,  and  Inve igh ing  aga in s t
	�  her
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her Super s t i t ion and Tyranny.  They appear ’d in 
Fran c e ,  a t  Lion s ,  and  Tho l ou s e ;  and  in  Langue - 
do c ,  Proven c e ,  Dauphiny ,  and Pi ca rdy ;  and a f ter- 
wards f led into Bohemia , and were by Per secuti- 
on dispers’d, thro’ all the Parts of Europe. Reiner i- 
us  who was Inquisitor against them, and a bitter 
Papist ,  does yet frankly declare, that this People 
were  in  be ing  f rom the  Time o f  the  Apos t l e s : 
And he could charge them with no other Faul t 
than this,  that they bitterly inveigh’d against the 
Church and Clergy,  and the Er ror s  and Super- 
s t i t i on s  o f  Rome .  Above  One  hund red  t hou- 
sand of these Brave Souls ,  were in a shor t  t ime 
d i spa tch ’d  and butcher ’d  by  the  Pope ’s  Lega te, 
and his Myrmidons.

In  the  Th i r t e e n t h  Cen tu r y,  t he  Doc t r i ne  o f  
Transubstantiation  was settl’d in the Lateran Coun- 
ci l ;  and together with i t ,  Aur icular  Confess ion, 
a nd  many  o th e r  E r ro r s .  A t  t h e  s ame  t ime  i t 
wa s  Decreed  tha t  a l l  tha t  would  not  obey  the 
Church of Rome , should be punisht with Death. 
The Mar r ied  Clergy  were  bur nt  a l ive  wi thout 
a n y  M e r c y.  A  g r e a t  m a n y  O r d e r s  o f  L a z y 
Monks  were  in s t i tu ted ,  who a re  the  Jan iza r i e s 
of  the Papacy.  The Order  of  Domin i cans  a lone, 
were  the  Boute seus  o f  Europe  fo r  many Year s , 
c a r r y ing  ( toge the r  w i th  the  I n qu i s i t i o n  wh i ch 
they about  th i s  Time erected)  F i re  and Faggot 
wherever they came. They gave the f i r s t  Speci- 
men of their Ability to deal with Hereticks, up- 
on the Waldenses  and Albigenses , who multiply’st 
exceedingly, and f i l l ’d al l  Par ts, from the Alps  to 
the Pyrenean  Mountains .  Many Pr inces  f avour’d 
them, and they bid Rome  Def iance:  And an in- 
numerable Multitude of them suffer’d a thousand 
D e a t h s  w i t h  a  C o u r a g e  t h a t  wa s  i nv i n c i b l e . 
They  were  s c a t t e r ’d  in to  Ger many  and  a l l  t he
	�  neigh-
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neighbour ing Par t s ,  and wheresoever they were 
c augh t ,  they  were  bu r n t  to  Dea th :  Bu t  o the r 
Con fe s so r s  ro s e  ou t  o f  t he i r  A she s ,  and  they 
wonde r f u l l y  s p re ad  t he  Tr u th  o f  t h e  Go spe l , 
even by the Flames that consum’d them.

In  t h e  Fou r t e e n t h  Cen tu r y,  t h e  Pope s  we re 
s t i l l  for aspir ing higher,  and bent upon eng ros- 
l ing a l l  Civi l  a s  wel l  a s  Ecc les ia s t ica l  Power to 
themselves. They pretended to a Right to trans- 
f e r  Monarch ie s  and  Empi re s ,  f rom one  Per son 
and  Fami ly  to  another,  wi thout  cont rou l ;  and 
indeed to do e’en what they pleas’d. But in this 
A g e  G od  r a i s ’d  u p  t h a t  g r e a t  M a n  W i c k l i f f , 
who vigorous ly oppos ’d the Papacy,  in i t s  Hie- 
r a r c hy,  D o c t r i n e  a n d  Wo r s h i p.  ’ T i s  n o t  i m - 
p robab l e  bu t  he  migh t  re ce ive  h i s  f i r s t  L i gh t 
f rom  t h e  Al b i g e n s e s ,  w i t h  whom ou r  Na t i on 
then had Intercour se, because of our having the 
Prov ince  o f  Guienne  in  Fran c e ,  which border ’d 
upon  them.  He  t r an s l a t ed  t he  S c r i p tu re  i n to 
our Mother-Tongue,  and reviv ’d pure Rel ig ion 
in  the  Rea lm o f  Eng l and ;  and  the  Seed  which 
he sow’d here,  could never be quite rooted out 
h i t h e r t o :  a n d  G od  g r a n t  i t  n e ve r  m ay.  H e 
desp i s ’d  a l l  the  Thunder s  and Cur se s  o f  Rome ; 
and we see in him , as well as afterwards in Mar- 
t in  Luthe r ,  the Greatnes s  of  the Power of  God; 
in that He should see up such a poor weak Man 
o f  n o  F i g u re ,  i n  O p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  F i e r c e - 
nes s  and Pr ide  of  Ant i - c h r i s t  and a l l  h i s  Adhe- 
rents.

In the Fif teenth  Century, the City of Constan- 
t inople  was lost to the Turks ,  and became thence 
f o r wa r d  t h e  S e a t  o f  t h e i r  E m p i r e .  N o  A s - 
s istancc could be had upon so impor tant an Oc- 
c a s ion ,  f rom the s e  Wes t e r n  Pa r t s ,  becau se  the 
Greeks were net to be prevail ’d with to own the
	�  Primacy
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Pr imacy  o f  Rome :  And so  the  Grec i an  Empi re 
was  r u in ’d ,  and the  Right  Ar m of  Chr i s t endom 
lost ,  through the cur sed Pr ide, Malice and Cru- 
e l t y  o f  the  Papacy.  And  ye t  even  th i s  Lo s s  i t 
se l f  was  in some respect s  ga inful  to these Par t s 
o f  t h e  Wo r l d .  I t  d rove  m a ny  L e a r n e d  M e n 
out of the East into the West , and caus’d the Re- 
v iva l  o f  L e a r n i n g  h e re ;  wh i c h  h a d  no  sma l l 
Hand in  br ing ing about  tha t  Rel ig ious  Refor- 
m a t i o n ,  w h i c h  s o o n  a f t e r  f o l l ow ’d .  N e i t h e r 
wa s  t h e  A r t  o f  P r i n t i n g ,  w h i c h  wa s  i n  t h i s 
Age f i r s t  found out ,  a  smal l  Help in  the Case : 
Fo r  by  M e a n s  o f  t h a t  H a p py  A r t ,  Way  wa s 
made  for  the  speedy  and genera l  Spread ing  o f 
D iv i n e  Tr u t h ,  a s  s oon  a s  God  i n  h i s  P rov i - 
d e n c e  r a i s ’d  u p  f i t t i n g  I n s t r u m e n t s  f o r  t h a t 
Pur pose.  In th i s  Age the Doctr ine of  Purgato- 
ry was settled as an Article of Faith in the Coun- 
c i l  o f  F l o r en c e ;  and  a f t e rward s  the  Counc i l  o f 
Cons t an c e  took away the  Cup f rom the  Peop le 
i n  t h e  S a c r amen t ,  no tw i t h s t a nd i ng  t h a t  t h ey 
own’d ,  tha t  the  Div ine  In s t i tu t ion  was  o the r- 
w i s e.  Bu t  t h i s  wa s  no  soone r  done,  t h an  the 
Bohem i an s  i n  a  Body  bore  the i r  Te s t imony  a - 
ga ins t  i t ,  a s  wel l  a s  aga ins t  their  Per f id iousness 
to those Noble Heroes John Husse  and Je rome  of 
P r a g u e ,  w h o  we re  e m i n e n t  O p p o s e r s  o f  t h e 
Papa l  Usur pa t ions  and Super s t i t ions ,  but  mos t 
barbarously destroy’d by that inf amous Counci l , 
a f te r  tha t  they had the  most  so lemn Assurance 
g i ve n  t h e m  o f  t h e i r  S a f e t y.  T h e  B o h e m i a n s 
who  f o l l ow ’d  t h e s e  B r ave  Wor th i e s ,  h ad  t h e 
Wor ld  up  in  Ar ms  aga in s t  them,  bu t  ob t a in ’d 
inc red ible  Vic tor i e s  under  the  renown’d  Zis ea 
t h e i r  G e n e r a l ;  i n s o mu c h ,  t h a t  Two  h u n d re d 
thou s and  Men  were  no t  ab l e  to  dea l  w i th  an 
Hand fu l ,  who  l abou r ’d  unde r  a  g re a t  Va r i e t y
	�  of
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o f  Di s advan t age s :  But  a t  l a s t ,  d iv id ing  among 
t h emse l ve s ,  t h ey  we re  rou t ed  and  b a f f l e d  by 
t he i r  Enemie s ,  bu t  no t  qu i t e  ex t i r p a t ed :  Fo r 
there were some few of  them remaining in the 
Mounta ins  and Caves  of  Si l e s i a ,  ser v ing Godin 
t h e  Wa n t  o f  a l l  T h i n g s ,  a n d  wa i t i n g  f o r  a 
f u r t h e r  R e f o r m a t i o n .  I n  t h i s  C e n t u r y  a l s o, 
there was a Croisade  against the Vaudois  of Pied- 
mont ,  manag’d by Pope Inno c en t  the  8th ,  under 
the Conduct of Alber t  de Capitaneis ,  Archdeacon 
of  Cremona ,  but  wi thout  Succes s :  For  an Ar my 
o f  a b ove  Twe n t y  t h o u s a n d  M e n  wa s  l o s t  i n 
the Attempt against them.

In  the  S ix t e en th  Centur y,  the  Bea s t  rece iv ’d 
a f atal Wound, of which he is not l ikely fully to 
recover.  His  Pardon-monger s  went through the 
severa l  Pa r t s  o f  Europe ,  to  p ick  up  Money for 
h i m  a n d  h i s  M i n i o n s .  C o m i n g  a m o n g  o t h e r 
Places  into Switzer land ,  and Saxony ,  where they 
formerly us ’d to f ind a good Market,  they were 
so shameles ly impudent,  in order to the advan- 
cing their Gain, as openly to publish, that there 
wa s  no  po s s i b l e  Cr ime,  no  no t  even  tho ’ the 
Vi rg in  Mother  her se l f  had been de f lour ’d ,  but 
their  Pardons would be found ful ly sat i s f actory. 
This  was  oppos ’d and der ided by Zwing l ius  and 
Luthe r ,  whose  Sp i r i t s  ro se  wi th in  them,  a t  the 
Thought s  o f  so  g ros s  an  Abuse.  And the  more 
they search’d into i t ,  the more they abhor r’d i t , 
and the more clearly did they discern their Obli- 
ga t ion  to  inve igh  aga in s t  i t .  The  Papa l  Power 
and  In f a l l i b i l i t y,  wa s  p l e aded  i n  i t s  De f ence ; 
which a l so,  when examined ,  they  found to  be 
without Foundat ion.  They that  s tood upon the 
r i s ing  Ground,  and had  a l l  the  Power  in  the i r 
Hand s ,  t hough t  i t  i n to l e r ab l e,  t h a t  Two Pe r - 
son s  so  mean  and  con tempt ib l e  a s  they  were,
	�  should
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shou ld  pre tend to  ques t ion the  Grounds  o f  an 
Au thor i t y  th a t  h ad  been  so  l ong  r a i s i ng ,  and 
wa s  a t  t h a t  T ime  own ’d  s o  g ene r a l l y.  I t  wa s 
deter min’d,  that  they must  be di spatch’d out of 
t h e  Way,  wha t eve r  c ame  o f  i t .  The  re s o l u t e 
Oppo s i t i on  t h a t  wa s  made  a g a i n s t  t h em,  and 
the  Contempt  tha t  was  pour ’d  upon them,  in- 
s t e a d  o f  c o o l i n g ,  i n f l a m ’d  t h e i r  C o u r a g e .  A 
sma l l  Re fo r ma t ion  wou ld  have  s a t i s f y ’d  them 
a t  f i r s t ;  but  the  f a r ther  Search they made in to 
the Depth of  those Cor rupt ions  that  had over- 
sp read  the  Church ,  the  more  L ight  s t i l l  b roke 
i n  upon  t h em .  They  f ound  i t s  Doc t r i n e  f u l l 
o f  Heresy,  and i t s  Wor ship spoi l ’d  wi th Super- 
s t i t i o n  a n d  I d o l a t r y,  a n d  C h r i s t i a n i t y  wa s 
g r ow n  ve r y  l i k e  t o  P a g a n i s m .  U n d e r  t h i s 
Conv i c t i on ,  t h ey  c a l l ’d  l oud l y  upon  a l l  t h a t 
had any Concer n for  the i r  Soul s ,  to  go out  o f 
B a by l o n ,  a s  t h e y  wo u l d  n o t  p a r t a ke  o f  h e r 
P l a g u e s .  A n d  G o d  i n c l i n ’d  t h e  P r i n c e s  a n d 
Peop le  o f  s eve ra l  Pa r t s  o f  Europ e ,  to  l i s t en  to 
t h e m  a n d  b r e a k  t h e i r  C h a i n s .  T h u s  S a x o ny 
r e f o r m ’d ,  a nd  many  o t h e r  Pa r t s  o f  Ge r many ; 
Nine of  the Swis s  Cantons ,  with some of  thei r 
l i t t l e  N e i g h b o u r i n g  R e p u b l i c k s ;  F r a n c e  a n d 
Po l and  i n  p a r t ;  Denma rk  and  Swed en ,  and  the 
Uni t e d  P r o v i n c e s .  Eng l and  made  a  con s ide r ab l e 
Advance towards i t ,  in the Days of  Henry  VIII , 
when  the  Pope ’s  Head sh ip  wa s  d i sown ’d ,  and 
t h e  Mona s t e r i e s  d e s t roy ’d ,  wh i ch  ma i n t a i n ’d 
t ho s e  Troop s  o f  Sup e r f l uou s  C re a t u re s ,  t h a t 
wou ld  mos t  v igorous ly  have  oppos ’d  a  Re for- 
m a t i o n .  B u t  i t  wa s  d o n e  i n  e a r n e s t  i n  t h e 
Day s  o f  Edwa rd  V I ,  and  wou ld  a t  t h a t  T ime, 
in  a l l  Probabi l i ty,  have  been fu l ly  complea ted , 
and car r ied to a Pitch that it is nor, even to this
	 M� Day,
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D ay,  a r r i v ’d  a t ,  h a d  i t  p l e a s ’d  G od  t o  h ave 
favoured that Prince with a longer Life.

B u t  t h e  R e f o r m e r s  a n d  t h e i r  F o l l owe r s , 
met with much the same Opposi t ion as  a t tend- 
e d  Ch r i s t i a n i t y  i n  i t s  f i r s t  R i s e .  They  we re 
l a d e n  w i t h  a l l  M a n n e r  o f  R e p ro a c h e s ;  a n d 
m e t  w i t h  A s s a u l t s  f r o m  a l l  Q u a r t e r s .  T h e 
Pope,  t he  Empe ro r,  and  o the r  P r i nce s ,  com- 
bin’d together to extir pate the poor Protestants. 
They were  most  mi serably  butcher ’d  in  Fran c e , 
unde r  F ra n c i s  t h e  F i r s t ,  i n  who s e  Re i gn  t h e 
Rema inder s  o f  the  poor  Vaudo i s ,  tha t  f i x ’d  a t 
Cab r i e r s  a nd  Me r i n d o l ,  a nd  i n  t h e  Moun t a i n s 
o f  P r o v e n c e ,  we r e  c r u e l l y  m a s s a c r e ’d .  T h ey 
had mi se rable  Trea tment  a l so  under  Fran c i s  I I : 
And  unde r  Cha r l e s  IX ,  an  Hundred  thou s and 
P ro te s t an t s  o f  a l l  Rank s  were  ma s s a c re ’d  in  a 
f ew  Day s  T ime,  a f t e r  t hey  h ad  been  i n sn a r ’d 
by  a  dece i t fu l  Mar r i age.  In  Ger many ,  no  Me- 
thod ,  th a t  m igh t  t end  to  r u in  them,  wa s  l e f t 
u n a t t e m p t e d  by  C h a r l e s  V;  w h o  ye t  a t  l a s t 
s en s i b l y  f ound  t h e re  wa s  no  f i gh t i ng  a g a i n s t 
G od.  I n  t h e  N e t h e r l a n d s ,  n o  S o r t  o f  C r u - 
e l t y  wa s  l e s t  u n a t t e m p t e d  b y  t h e  D u ke  o f 
Alva ;  and  i t  wou ld  be  end le s s  to  ment ion  the 
Pa r t i c u l a r s  o f  o t h e r  C o u n t r i e s ;  a n d  ye t  ’t i s 
observable, that the Reformation gain’d Ground 
after all.

I n  E n g l a n d ,  u n d e r  Q u e e n  M a r y ,  we  h a d 
s o r row fu l  Bone f i r e s  i n  Sm i t h f i e l d .  Upon  h e r 
A d va n c e m e n t  t o  t h e  T h ro n e ,  t h i s  K i n g d o m 
was re-united to Rome ;  which so e levated Pope 
J u l i u s  I I I ,  T h a t  h e  c o i n ’d  M o n ey  w i t h  t h i s 
Inscr ipt ion ,  The Peop l e  and Kingdom whi c h  wi l l 
no t  b e  Sub j e c t  t o  th e e  sha l l  p e r i sh .  But  h i s  bl a s - 
p h e m o u s  I n s c r i p t i o n  wa s ,  i n  a  l i t t l e  T i m e
	�  the
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confu ted ,  by  Div ine  Prov idence,  in  r a i s ing  up 
the Glor ious  Queen El izabe th ,  who was  a  f i r m 
Bu lwa rk  t o  t h e  P ro t e s t a n t  I n t e re s t  f o r  many 
Ye a r s ;  a n d  n o  D e s i g n s  c o u l d  p reva i l  a g a i n s t 
h e r .  A  C o u n c i l  wa s ,  i n  t h i s  A g e ,  g e n e r a l l y 
des i r ’d ,  by  some to  promote,  and by other s  to 
h i n d e r ,  a  R e f o r m a t i o n .  A f t e r  m a ny  D e l ay s , 
t h e re  wa s  a  Body  o f  Men ,  who  c a l l ’d  t h em- 
se lves a  Counci l ,  that  sate in the City of  Trent ; 
and it was commonly said , That the Holy Ghost 
c ame  t h i t h e r  f rom  Rome ,  Tw i c e  o r  Th r i c e  a 
Week  i n  a  C l oke -Bagg ;  a nd  Th i ng s  we re  s o 
manag ’d  by  the  Ar t i f i c e s  o f  the  s eve r a l  Pope s 
w h o  s a t e  i n  t h e  p r e t e n d e d  I n f a l l i b l e  C h a i r , 
(whi le  the  Af f a i r  o f  tha t  Counci l  was  depend- 
i n g )  a nd  t h e i r  r e s p i c t ive  C re a t u re s ,  t h a t  t h e 
many Er ror s  and Extravagancies  of  the Schools , 
a n d  t h e  ve r y  C o r r u p t i o n s  t h a t  b e f o r e  we r e 
c omp l a i n ’d  o f  among  t h em s e l ve s ,  we re  c on - 
f i r m ’d  a n d  s e t t l e d  t o  t h e i r  H e a r t s  C o n t e n t : 
And so  the  genera l  Hopes  o f  Europe  were  de- 
luded,  and the Papi s t s  much the more harden- 
ed in their  Er ror s ,  and g rew rather  more cruel 
and severe than ever: Of which,

The  Seven t e e n t h  Cen tu r y,  h a s  g iven  bu t  too  
a bund an t  Ev i d en c e.  I n  t h i s  Age,  t h e  Re fo r - 
ma t ion  lo s t  Ground  aga in ,  i n s t e ad  o f  g a in ing 
more.  At  the  ve r y  Beg inn ing  o f  i t ,  the  Vaud- 
do i s  of  the Marquisate of  Saluzzo  in I ta ly ,  were 
ex t i r pa ted  by  Cha r l e s  Emanue l  Duke  o f  Savoy : 
And the  Refor med Churches  o f  Sty r i a ,  Car in - 
th i a ,  and Carn io l a ,  were  r u in ’d ,  by Char l e s  and 
F e r d i n a n d  A r c h - d u ke s  o f  Au s t r i a ,  u n d e r  t h e 
Conduc t  o f  t h e  J e s u i t s ,  who  h ave  s u c c e ed ed 
the  Domin i c an s  a s  the  Bout i f eu s  o f  Europe .  The
	 M 2� same
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s a m e  P r i n c e  F e r d i n a n d ,  a f t e r wa d s  m i s e r a b l y 
r u in ’d the Churches  o f  Bohemia ,  notwiths tand- 
ing  he  had  p romi s ’d  them L ibe r ty  and  Sa f e ty. 
He  d id  the  s ame  by  the  Churche s  o f  Morav i a 
a nd  S i l e s i a ,  im i t a t i n g  J u l i a n  t h e  Apo s t a t e  i n 
h i s  Way of  Management ,  in  order  to  the  more 
e f fec tua l  reach ing o f  h i s  Ends .  Upon the  Suc- 
cess of these Attempts, nothing less was thought 
o f ,  by  t he  Je su i t i c a l  F a c t i on ,  t h an  a  Gene r a l 
Ex t i r p a t i on  o f  t h e  P ro t e s t a n t  I n t e re s t  i n  a l l 
Par t s  o f  Germany ;  and i t  would soon have fo l- 
l ow ’d  i n  t h e  r e s t  o f  E u r o p e .  T h e  u n h a p py 
P r i n c e  Pa l a t i n e  and  h i s  Coun t r y  wa s  r u i n ’d , 
and a  bloody War  began o f  30  Year s  Cont inu- 
a n c e .  A n d  w h e n  t h i n g s  we r e  a t  t h e  u t m o s t 
Ext remi ty,  God sent  tha t  Hero Gus tavus  Ado l - 
phu s  f rom the  Nor the r n  Pa r t s ,  who  b roke  a l l 
their Measures.

At  the  ver y  Beg inn ing  o f  th i s  Centur y,  was 
the  Powde r  Con sp i ra c y  fo r m’d  here  in  Eng l and , 
with a Design to destroy the Flower of the Na- 
t ion at  once,  and so to ext i r pate the Refor ma- 
t i o n ,  a n d  b r i n g  u s  b a c k  a g a i n  t o  Po p e r y. 
Some Author s  have  endeavour ’d  to  excu le  the 
Roman i f i s  w i t h  re s p e c t  t o  t h i s  Con t r ivance : 
But  the  Canoniz ing  some in  the i r  Church  for 
S a i n t s ,  who  we re  we l l  known  t o  h ave  h ad  a 
con s ide r ab l e  Hand  in  i t ,  i s  a  p l a in  Ev idence, 
tha t  Rome,  a s  wel l  a s  Hel l ,  f avour ’d  tha t  Pro- 
ject .  And whatever were the Way of Discovery; 
whether  i t  wa s  by  Means  o f  the  Le t te r  to  the 
Lord Monteag le,  or  by a  Let ter  f rom the King 
o f  F r a n c e ,  o r  a ny  o t h e r  Fo re i g n  P r i n c e ,  we 
a r e  t o  t a ke  N o t i c e  o f  t h e  H a n d  o f  G od  i n 
defeat ing the Des ign,  and have Reason to look 
upon it  as  a remarkable ful f i l l ing the Predict ion
	�  in
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in  the  Text ,  a s  to  the  Secur i ty  o f  the  Church 
of Christ from the Gates of Hell.

Bu t  tho ’ the  Suppor t e r s  o f  t he  Papa l  H ie r - 
a r c hy  h e r e i n  f a i l ’d ,  t h ey  h ave  h a d  n o  l i t t l e 
Succe s s  in  many  o the r  o f  the i r  Under t ak ing s . 
Par t icu lar ly  there has  been a  crue l  Massacre  of 
t h e  P ro t e s t a n t s  i n  t h e  Va l t e l i n e ,  whe re  many 
T h o u s a n d s  we r e  bu t c h e r ’d  w i t h  t h e  u t m o s t 
Inhuman i t y.  No t  many  Yea r s  a f t e r,  t he re  wa s 
a n o t h e r  M a s s a c r e  i n  I r e l a n d  i n  w h i c h  a b ove 
Two  h u n d r e d  t h o u s a n d  Pe o p l e ,  we r e  i n  a 
l i t t l e  T i m e  d e s t roy ’d  m o s t  m i s e r a b l y.  T h e re 
wa s  a l s o  ye t  ano the r,  i n  t h e  Va l l ey s  o f  P i e d - 
mon t ,  whe re,  t ho ’ t h ey  h ave  been  pe r s e cu t ed 
f rom Age to Age,  they are  not ,  even yet ,  fu l ly 
ext i r pated,  tho’ they never could be per swaded 
to  renounce the Pur i ty  o f  the  Gospe l ,  or  sub- 
ject themselves to Rome.

And even in  our  own Time,  we have known 
o f  a  mi s e r ab l e  Pe r s ecu t ion  in  Hunga r y ,  where 
the Minister s  had such Treatment,  as  was scarce 
ever heard of  before;  and where there i s ,  com- 
p a r a t ive l y,  bu t  a  ve r y  sma l l  Hand fu l  o f  P ro - 
t e s t a n t s  n ow  l e f t  r e m a i n i n g .  A n d  we  h ave 
seen another  Per secut ion in  our  Neighbour ing 
K ingdom o f  F ran c e ,  wh i ch ,  upon  s eve r a l  Ac- 
coun t s ,  may  b e  s a i d  t o  ou t v i e  a l l  An t i qu i t y. 
H ow  f e w  P ro t e s t a n t s  a r e  n ow  l e f t  i n  t h a t 
nob l e  K ingdom,  whe re  t h ey,  no t  l ong  s i n c e, 
s o  a b o u n d e d !  A n d  h ow  i n t o l e r a b l y  d o  t h ey 
handle the few that remain!

I t  m u s t  n e e d s  a f f e c t  u s ,  ( i f  we  h ave  a n y 
Love for  our  Rel ig ion )  to  th ink how sens ibly 
t h e  P ro t e s t a n t  I n t e re s t  h a t h  d e c l i n ’d .  A l s a c e 
is lost, where there once were so many flour ish- 
ing  Churches ,  In  Po land ,  where  the  Prote s t ant
	�  Religion
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Re l i g ion  once  b id  f a i r  f o r  ge t t i ng  the  uppe r 
hand ,  the re  a re  s c a rce  any  Foot- s t ep s  o f  i t  to 
be  t r a c ’d .  In  the  Pa l a t i n a t e  o f  t he  Rh in e ,  ou r 
B re th ren  have  been  unde r  the  g re a t e s t  Ha rd- 
ships imag inable;  and in Saxony  they are ful l  of 
Fe a r s :  A nd  ye t  even  i n  ou r  T ime s ,  we  h ave 
had  ve r y  s i gna l  Appea r ance s  o f  Div ine  Prov i - 
dence,  i n  f avour  o f  the  P ro t e s t an t  Cau se  and 
Interest.

N eve r  c e r t a i n l y  we re  t h e  R o m a n i s t s  m o re 
f lush’d with Hopes of  Car r ying a l l  before them 
i n  t h i s  o u r  L a n d ,  t h a n  w h e n  we  h a d  a  p o - 
p i s h  P r ince  a t  He lm ,  add ing  unde r  Je su i t i c a l 
In f luence,  and  sway ’d  by  Fr en c h  Counc i l s ,  a s - 
suming a  Di spens ing-Power  wi thout  Controu l , 
back ’d  wi th  a  S t and ing-Ar my;  and  p re tend ing 
for  Genera l  L iber ty,  on ly  in  order  to  pave  the 
Way  f o r  a n  Un ive r s a l  S l ave r y,  no t  a s  t o  ou r 
Bod i e s  on l y,  bu t  ou r  Con s c i en c e s :  Bu t  even 
then d id  God ra i se  up  a  Defender  o f  our  Re- 
l ig ion and Liber ty,  who was  the Ins t r ument  of 
br ing ing about a Revolut ion ,  which may perhaps 
in the I s sue prove the Means of  f reeing a l l  Eu- 
rope  f rom the sad Ef fect s  of  Poper y,  and S lave- 
r y.  Ou r  De l ive re r  wa s  i ndeed  f o rc ’d  t o  con- 
te s t  wi th  a  g rea t  many Di f f i cu l t i e s ;  and  whi le 
some perhaps  encourag ’d  themse lves  in  g rea ter 
Expecta t ions  f rom Him than we ought  to  have 
f rom an Ins t rument ;  other s  I  doubt  have much 
to  an swer  fo r,  on  the  Account  o f  the i r  l ay ing 
continual Rubs in his Way while he l iv’d,as well 
as for their Ing rati tude to his Memory since his 
Dea th .  Bu t  th i s  we  may  ve r y  s a f e l y  s ay.  Tha t 
under  a l l  h i s  Di f f icu l t ie s ,  He was  not  only the 
Source of invaluable Bless ings to this  Kingdom, 
but  a  Bulwark of  the Protes tant  Interes t .  ’Twas
	�  He
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He that  la id the Foundat ion of the Bless ings of 
the  next  Reign,  which was  so  remarkably  s ig- 
nal iz ’d with Successes against  the g reat Suppor- 
ter  both of  Tyrannica l  and Ant i-chr i s t ian Pow- 
er s :  ’Twas  He tha t  cont r iv ’d  for  u s  the  Prote- 
stant Success ion in the I l lustr ious House of Ha- 
no ve r ,  wh ich  g ive s  u s  such  r a i s ’d  Hope s .  And 
w i t h  g r e a t  T h a n k f u l n e s s  t o  A l m i g h t y  G o d 
have we Reason to own, that hither to the Gates 
o f  Hel l  have not prevai l ’d against  the Church of 
Chr i s t ;  and in a l l  Probabi l i ty  those in the next 
Age, wil l  have yet more Reason than we at pre- 
s e n t ,  t o  a d m i r e  t h e  A c c o m p l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e 
same Promise.

Upon the Whole, Let us be admonish’d,

1.  Not  to  be  d i s tu rb ’d  to  f i nd  Chr i s t i an i t y 
sorely as saul ted by the Power s  of  Darkness .  Let 
us  remember.  That  i t  was  be fore-hand in t ima- 
ted i t  would be so,  and that  i t  has  been a lways 
so ;  and  tha t  not  in  th i s  o r  tha t  Age  on ly,  but 
i n  a  c o n t i n u ’d  S u c c e s s i o n :  B u t  a l l  h a t h  i n 
the Event  been over-ru l ’d  for  the Good of  the 
Church ;  and  there fore  l e t  u s  not  be  d i smay ’d . 
’Tis hard, I confess,  to be in a weak Vessel ,  up- 
on a tempestuous Sea,  and toss ’d by Waves,  and 
no t  b e  a f r a i d .  Mas t e r,  c a r e s t  t h o u  n o t  t h a t  w e 
p e r i s h ,  which  was  the  Cr y  o f  the  Di sc ip le s ,  i s 
ve r y  na tura l  upon such  an  Occa s ion .  But  s t i l l 
i t  may,  and should quie t  us .  That  an Almighty 
Je sus  ha s  under t aken  the  Conduc t  o f  h i s  own 
Church, and engag’d that i t  shal l  in the End be 
Victor ious  over  a l l  the Des igns  of  i t s  Enemies . 
The br ie f  Account here g iven,  has  shewn what 
Care He has taken of his Church in Ages pass’d.
	�  Behold

Mark iv. 
38.



62	 god’s concern for his glory

Behold ,  He’s  a s  able  s t i l l  a s  ever.  Hi ther to  He 
ha s  succour ’d  in  Ex t remi t i e s ;  and  He i s  re ady 
to do so s t i l l .  He has  foretold,  that  hi s  Church 
should be subject  to a  thousand Vexat ions ,  and 
a  thousand Oppre s s ions :  But  a t  the  s ame t ime 
has  g iven hi s  Word,  i t  never sha l l  be des troy’d. 
We have  s een  the  P red i c t ion  in  a  g re a t  mea- 
sure ful f i l l ’d.  The Church has subsis ted now for 
upwards  o f  One thousand seven hundred Year s 
together, maugre al l  the Heresies and Per secuti- 
o n s  w i t h  w h i c h  i t  h a s  b e e n  a s s a u l t e d .  A n d 
there fore  le t  not  our  Spi r i t s  s ink.  The Church 
of Chr is t  wil l  keep the Field at  las t ,  in spite of 
all its Enemies.

2.  Let us  be per suaded to tur n our Thoughts 
f rom our  Pa r t i cu l a r  In t e re s t s ,  t o  the  Gene r a l 
In te re s t  o f  the  Church  o f  Chr i s t .  Were  we o f 
a  r ight  Cathol ick Spir i t ,  i t  would comparat ive- 
ly be a smal l  Matter to us ,  whether we Sink or 
Sw im ,  s o  t h e  Chu rch  o f  Ch r i s t  b e  bu t  s a f e . 
Good old El i  appear s  to have been much more 
t h o u g h t f u l  a b o u t  t h e  A r k  o f  t h e  L o r d ,  t h a n 
h i s  own Concer n s ,  o r  how i t  f a r ’d  wi th  h im- 
se l f ,  o r  h i s  Fami ly ;  and i t  shou ld  be  the  f ame 
w i th  u s  a l s o.  ’Twere  we l l  i f  Pe r son s  t h a t  a re 
fwal low’d up in the Interes t  of  a  Par ty as  such, 
would sober ly  th ink wi th themse lves ,  how l i t - 
t l e  i t  can  ava i l  a  Man,  to  have  h i s  own par t i - 
cular  Cabin wel l  s tor ’d ,  or  wel l  bar r ’d or  bol t- 
ed, or well adorn’d, if the Ship he sails in should 
b e  c a s t  away.  T h e  C h u rc h  o f  C h r i s t  i n d e e d 
in  the  Genera l  i s  Sa fe ;  i t  sha l l  not ,  i t  cannot , 
be  c a s t :  away  in  any  S to r m:  Bu t  i t  i s  no t  so, 
a s  to  any Par t i cu la r  Par t  o f  the  Church,  l e t  i t 
seem ever  so wel l  secur ’d .  Let  us  there fore  re-
	�  member.
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member.  That  a s  the  In fe r na l  Power s  s t r ike  a t 
the  Vi t a l s  o f  Re l ig ion ra ther  than  a t  any  par- 
t i cu l a r  In t e re s t ,  s o  shou ld  ou r  Conce r n  a l s o, 
be accordingly stirr d and mov’d.

3 .  L et  u s  b e  s t i l l  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  f r e s h  A f - 
f au l t s .  ’T i s  but  na tura l  to  the  In fe r na l  Power s 
to rage the more, the more they are disappoint- 
ed:  And i f  they that  should be imploy’d in ca l- 
l ing in Help from Heaven, are secure and asleep, 
t h e  Dange r  i s  s o  much  t h e  g re a t e r.  God  h a s 
indeed Angular ly f avour’d us in this  I s land, and 
we have g rea t  Reason to  be  thankfu l :  And yet 
our  S ins  and our Fol l ie s  g ive us  Cause enough 
fo r  Fe a r.  Cou ld  we  indeed  be  gene r a l l y  pe r - 
s u ad ed  t o  re f o r m  ou r  Manne r s ,  a nd  l ive  a c - 
co rd ing  t o  t h e  Ru l e s  o f  ou r  Ho l y  Re l i g i on ; 
c o u l d  we  b e  p reva i l ’d  w i t h  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e 
Uni ty  o f  the  Spi r i t ,  in  the  Bond of  Peace  and 
Love amongst  our se lves ,  we should not need to 
f ea r  the  Gate s  o f  He l l ,  o r  any  Des igns  o f  our 
Enemies  aga ins t  us :  But  i f  we’ l l  go on to defy 
G o d ,  a n d  r e n d  a n d  t e a r  o n e  a n o t h e r ;  we 
may  be  ye t  h a rd  pu t  t o  i t ,  b e fo re  ou r  en t i re 
Deliverance comes.

4 .  Such  Th iugh t s  a s  t h e s e  s hou l d  qu i c ken 
and  encourage  our  Praye r s .  We shou ld  l i f t  up 
a  C r y,  a nd  a  s e r van t  one  t oo,  f o r  t h e  Rem- 
nant that i s  le f t .  The more the Devi l  rages ,  the  
m o re  e a r n e s t l y  s h o u l d  we  c r y  t o  G od ;  a n d 
t h e  Expe r i en c e  t h e  Chu rch  h a s  h ad  i n  Age s 
pa s s ’d ,  o f  the  k ind  Rega rd  i t s  God and  Sav i - 
our has had to it, under the greatest Diff iculties, 
should herein much encourage us.
	 N� 5. We
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5 .  We  s h o u l d  n o t  d o u b t  o f  a  G o o d  I s s u e 
of  Tr ia l s  and Exerc i se s  to  the Church of  God, 
We should rejoyce in this  Hope, That the Inte- 
re s t  o f  our  God and  Sav iour  wi l l  a t  l a s t  p re- 
vai l .  This Promise may suppor t the most droop- 
ing Spir i t s ,  I t  should conf irm us in adher ing to 
the  Tr u th ,  and  open ly  p ro fe s s ing  i t ,  wha teve r 
b e f a l s  u s .  The  Ha t red  o f  t h e  Wor l d ,  and  re - 
peated Effor ts  of  the Enemies of  Chr is t  and his 
Interes t ,  may according to Humane Appearance 
s o re l y  t h re a t en :  Bu t  l e t  u s  c on s i d e r  wha t  i s 
past, to encourage us as to what is to come. The 
Accomplishment of this  Promise in a l l  Ages hi- 
ther to,  i s  an Ear nes t  that  i t  wi l l  be made good 
in a l l  Future Times.  ’Tis  for  Barbar ians  to fear 
least  the Moon should be lost  in an Ecl ipse:  As 
fo r  u s ,  we  know,  tha t  i t s  Obscur i ty  wi l l  soon 
be at  an End, and the Sun wil l  again in a l i t t le 
T ime br igh ten  i t  wi th  h i s  sp l end id  Rays .  Ex- 
p e r i en c e  a l s o  may  i n  t h i s  Ca s e  conv in c e  u s . 
We  h a ve  f o u n d  t h a t  o u r  L o r d  i n  a l l  A g e s 
pass ’d,  has  caus ’d the Light of  hi s  Presence and 
Protect ion,  to  succeed the Darknes s  o f  Adver- 
s i t y  and  Tr ibu l a t ion ,  w i th  wh ich  He  ha s  su f - 
fer ’d hi s  Church to be cover ’d for  a  shor t  Sea- 
s on :  And  c an  we  no t  t r u s t  H im  f o r  t h e  Fu - 
ture?

A nd  L a s t l y .  L e t  u s  e n d e avo u r  t o  b e  t r u e 
Member s  o f  thu s  Church  o f  Chr i s t ,  and  then 
may  t h i s  P rom i s e  a f f o rd  u s  s p e c i a l  Comfo r t . 
A bare  outward Profe s s ion won’t  bear  the  Tes t 
in  a  Time or  Trouble,  nor  secure  u s  f rom the 
most  f a ta l  Danger s .  But  i f  we are  r ight ly  bui l t 
u p o n  t h e  R o c k  o f  A g e s ,  we  m ay  b e a r  a n y 
Shock s  we  may  mee t  w i tha l ;  and  may  l ive  in
	�  Hope,
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Hope,  that  our present  Thanksg ivings for  Mer- 
c i e s ,  De l ive r ance s  and  P re s e r va t i on s ,  w i l l  b e 
fo l low’d wi th  ever l a s t ing  Hal l e lu j ah s  Above,  in 
Con junc t ion  wi th  the  who le  Church  in  Hea- 
ven,  when i t  sha l l  be  complea t ly  de l iver ’d  not 
on l y  f rom a l l  Dange r,  bu t  a l s o  f rom any  f a r - 
ther Attempts from Hellish Powers.

FINIS.


