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  i

TO

S i n c e r e  P r o t e s tan t s ,  o f
a l l  Denomina t ions ,  in to
who s e  Hand s  t h e s e  Pa -
pers shall fall.

My Friends and Brethren,

TH E  R e a s o n  o f  m y  t h u s  a d d r e s s i n g  y o u , 
i s ,  b e c a u s e  I  c o n c e i v e  y o u  h a v e  a  C o m - 
m o n  C o n c e r n  i n  t h e  Tr u t h s  h e r e  o f f e r ’d 
t o  C o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  f r o m  t h e  W o r d  o f 

G O D,  w h i c h  w e  a l l  o w n  f o r  o u r  R u l e  a n d  S t a n - 
d a r d .  I  a m  n o t  h o w e v e r  s o  i g n o r a n t  o f  t h e  To w e r 
a n d  P r e v a l e n c e  o f  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  S e n t i m e n t s  b y 
wh i c h  w e  a r e  d i s t i n g u i s h ’d ,  a s  t o  ima g i n e  t h a t  wh a t 
i s  h e r e  pub l i s h ’d  w i l l  f i nd  a  l i k e  Ac c e p t an c e  w i t h  a l l . 
Bu t  t h u s  mu c h  I  am  w i t h  Tr u t h  a b l e  t o  s ay  f o r  my 
s e l f  t h a t  i f  I  h a d  b e e n  s e n s i b l e  t h a t  a ny  t h i n g  h e r e 
p r o p o s ’d  c o u l d  h a v e  g i v e n  j u s t  O f f e n c e  t o  a ny  t r u e 
L o v e r s  o f  t h e  P ro t e s t a n t  R e l i g i o n ,  I  s h o u l d  h a v e 
s t u d i o u s l y  w a v ’d  i t ,  a n d  t h o u g h t  t h a t  i t  h a d  b e e n 
my  Du t y  t o  d o  s o.  Up on  wh i c h  D e c l a r a t i o n  I  t h i n k 
I  m a y  b e  a l l o w ’d  t o  h o p e ,  T h a t  s u c h  P a r t i e s 
a s  h a v e  n o t  f o r g o t t e n  t h e  Go o d  O l d  Ru l e  o f  do i ng 
a s  t h e y  wo u l d  b e  d o n e  u n t o,  s h o u l d  b e  s p a r i n g 
i n  t h e i r  Cen s u r e s,  t h o ’ I  may  n o t  b e  s o  h a ppy  a s  t o 
have their approbation.

I  c anno t  f o rbea r  p ro f e s s ing  my s e l f  an  hea r ty  Lamen- 
t e r  o f  ou r  s ad  D iv i s i on s,  a t  a  t ime  when  ou r  c ommon 
E n e m i e s  t h e  Pa p i s t s  a r e  s o  b i g  w i t h  E x p e c t a t i o n s 
o f  s u c c e e d i n g  i n  t h o s e.De s i gn s  a g a i n s t  u s,  wh i c h  t h e y
 A 3 have
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h a v e  s o  l o n g  b e e n  f o r m i n g.  C o u l d  w e  b u t  a g r e e 
t o  L o v e  o n e  a n o t h e r,  my  F e a r s  o f  t h e m  w o u l d  va - 
n i s h .  B u t  i t  i s  o u r  M u t u a l  H a t r e d ,  a n d  o u r  f o r - 
w a r d n e s s  t o  c a s t  o u t  o n e  a n o t h e r ,  a p p e a r s  t o 
m e  t o  g i v e  t h e m  t h e i r  g r e a t e s t  A d v a n t a g e .  W h o - 
e v e r  t h e y  a r e  t h a t  c h e r i s h  t h i s  S p i r i t ,  ( l e t  t h e m  b e 
c a l l ’d  by  wh a t  Name s  t h e y  w i l l )  d o,  a s  f a r  a s  I  am 
a b l e  t o  j u d g e ,  p r o m o t e  t h e i r  D e s i g n s,  w h a t s o e v e r 
m ay  b e  t h e i r  r e a l  I n t e n t i o n s.  T h i s  i s  my  A p o l o g y 
f o r  t h e  F r e e d o m  w h i c h  I  h a v e  h e r e  u s ’d .  A n d  h a d 
I  n o t  t h o u g h t  t h i s  a  s u f f c i e n t  A p o l o g y,  I  s h o u l d 
n o t  e a s i l y  h a v e  b e e n  p e r j u a d e d  t o  s e n d  a b r o a d  i n t o 
t h e  Wo r l d  t w o  p l a i n  D i s c o u r s e s,  a t  a  t i m e  w h e n  i t 
i s  s o  ha rd  t o  s ay  any  t h in g  t ha t  s ha l l  p l e a s e,  s u c h  a s 
a r e  n o t  p l e a s e d  e i t h e r  w i t h  t h e  P e r s o n  t h a t  s ay s  i t , 
or with his Way of saying it.

I  p r e t e n d  n o t ,  T h a t  a n y  Pa r t y  a m o n g  u s  i s  t o 
b e  e x c u s d  f r om  t o o  g r e a t  a  f o r wa r d n e s s  t o  c a s t  o u t , 
s u c h  a s  a  G r a c i o u s  G O D  i s  r e a dy  t o  a c c e p t .  We r e 
n o t  H e  m o r e  M e r c i f u l  t o  u s  A l l  t h a n  w e  h a v e 
b e e n  t o  o n e  a n o t h e r,  w e  s h o u l d  t r u l y  b e  i n  a  m o s t 
m i s e r a b l e  C o n d i t i o n ;  a n d  I  d o u b t ,  h a d  a l l  o f  u s 
l ong  e r e  t h i s,  b e en  c a s t  out  o f  t h i s  g ood  Land ,  wh i c h 
H e  h a t h  s o  m a n y  Wa y s  r e m a r k a b l y  F a v o u r ’d .  I 
d u r s t  n o t ,  f o r  m y  p a r t ,  i n  t h e  l e a s t  a t t e m p t  t o 
p l e a d  f o r,  o r  e x t e n u a t e ,  a n y  t h i n g  o f  t h i s  k i n d , 
w h o s o e v e r  b e  t h e  g u i l t y  P e r s o n s :  B u t  w h e r e  t h e 
G u i l t  i s  g r e a t e s t ,  t h e r e  c e r t a i n l y,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  m o s t 
n e e d  o f  R e p e n t a n c e ;  a n d  I  c a n n o t  s e e  h ow  t h a t  c a n 
b e  e x p e c t e d ,  wh i l e  t h e  Fa u l t  i s  e i t h e r  j u s t i f y d ,  l e s - 
sen’d, or overlook’d.

D I D  t h e y  w h o  a r e  D i s s e n t e r s  f r o m  t h e  N a - 
t i o n a l  E s t a b l i s hmen t ,  ( t o  wh om  I  c a nn o t  f o r b e a r  a d - 
h e r i n g  a s  l o n g  a s  I  a m  c o n v i n c ’d  t h e y  h a v e  Tr u t h 
o n  t h e i r  s i d e )  a s  g e n e r a l l y  a n d  f r e e l y  C e n s u r e  t h e 
M i n i s t r y  o f  t h o s e  w h o m  t h e y  d i f f e r  f r o m ,  a n d  a s
  publickly
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p u b l i c k l y  q u e s t i o n  t h e  Va l i d i t y  o f  t h e i r  B a p t i s m s, 
a n d  t h e i r  C a p a c i t y  o f  A c c e p t a n c e  w i t h  G O D  i n 
t h e  Way  t h e y  t a k e ,  a n d  a s  o p e n l y  d e c l a r e  f o r  t h e 
c a s t i n g  a n d  k e e p i n g  t h e m  o u t ,  a n d  a n y  w a y  a s 
b o l d ly  w e ak en  t h e  F ound a t i o n s  wh i c h  t h e  Re fo r ma- 
t i on  s t a n d s  u p o n ,  a s  i s  d o n e  by  many  i n  t h e  E s t a - 
b l i s h ’d  C h u r c h ,  ( by  t h e i r  a s s e r t i n g  a  p r o p e r  P o w e r 
i n  P r i e s t s  t o  f o r g i v e  S i n s ;  p l e a d i n g  f o r  t h e N e - 
c e s s i t y  o f  a c k n o w l e d g i n g  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  a n d  s u b - 
m i t t i n g  t o  t h e  L a w s  a n d  D e c r e e s  o f  t h e  C a t h o l i c k 
C h u r c h ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  t h e  a v o i d i n g  D a m n a b l e  S c h i s m 
a n d  u r g i n g  t h e  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  N e c e s s i t y  o f  E p i s c o p a l 
O rd i n a t i o n  t o  t h e  B e i n g  o f  a  Chu r c h  a n d  M i n i s t r y, 
a n d  t h e  l i k e )  I  s h o u l d  b e  a s  r e a dy  t o  d i s c o v e r  my 
D i s l i k e  o f  s u c h  a  Temp e r  o n  t h e i r  s i d e,  a s  I  am  o n 
t h e  o t h e r.  B u t  I  b l e s s  G O D  t h a t  i t  i s  o t h e r w i s e . 
A n d  l e t  o t h e r s  b e  a s  H o t  a s  t h e y  p l e a s e ,  I  c a n n o t 
h e l p  t h i n k i n g ,  t h a t  w h e r e  t h e r e  i s  m o s t  C h a r i t y, 
t h e r e ,  t h e r e  i s  m o s t  o f  G O D ,  a n d  g r e a t e s t 
l i k e l i h o o d  o f  H i s  A p p r o b a t i o n .  A n d  i t  w o u l d  b e 
s t r a n g e,  i f  unp r e j u d i c ’d  a nd  impa r t i a l  P e r s o n s  s h ou l d 
not herein concur.

I T  i s  a  v e r y  D i s m a l  t h i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e 
s u c h  a  S p i r i t  a t  Wo r k  amon g  u s y  a s  s e em s  t o  mak e 
s o m e  s e v e r e  S c o u r g e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  b r i n g  u s  t o  o u r 
s e l v e s.  May  t h e r e  b e  many  f o u n d  S t e a dy  a n d  Fa i t h - 
f u l  u n d e r  t h e  f o r e s t  Tr i a l s .  W h e n  t h e y  a r e  o v e r, 
I  h o p e  w e  s h a l l  c o n s i d e r  o u r  D i f f e r e n c e s  c a lm ly,  a n d 
no t  w i t h  Hea t  and  i n  Ha s t e,  and  c ome  t o  und e r s t and 
on e e  an o t h e r  b e t t e r,  and  s e e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  Good  Rea - 
s on  t o  mak e  a l l owan c e  f o r  a  D i ve r s i t y  o f  S en t imen t s, 
amon g  t h o s e  t h a t  may  b e  e q u a l l y  c a p a b l e  o f  a p p r o v - 
i n g  t h em s e l v e s  t o  GOD a s  t o  t h e i r  I n t e g r i t y,  w i t h - 
o u t  c a s t i n g  o u t  s u c h  a s  m a y  b e  t a k e n  i n  u p o n 
S c r i p t u r a l  G r o u n d s.  W h e n  G O D  b y  h i s  A p p e a r - 
r a n c e  i s  p l e a s ’d  t o  u s h e r  i n  t h e s e  T im e s,  I  am  p e r - 
s u a d e d  n o n e  w i l l  n e e d  t o  b e  u r g ’d  t o  b e  a s h am ’d  o f
  endea-
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e n d e a v o u r i n g  t o  c o n f i n e  t h e  I n t e r e s t  o f  C H R I S T 
t o  t h e i r  own  Pa r t y,  o r  t o  s uppo r t  i t  by  s u c h  Me thod s 
a s  l i t t l e  b e c o m e  t h e  F o l l o w e r s  o f  t h e  P r i n c e  o f 
Pe a c e ,  w h o  h a s  d e c l a r ’d  f o r  M e r c y  r a t h e r  t h a n 
S a c r i f i c e ,  a n d  w h o s e  u n d o u b t e d  C h a r a c t e r  i t  w a s, 
n o t  t o  b r e a k  t h e  b r u i s e d  R e e d ,  o r  q u e n c h  t h e 
smoaking Flax,

I N  t h e  m e a n  t i m e ,  l e t  u s  i n  o u r  s e v e r a l  D i f - 
f e r e n t  Way s,  u n i t e  i n  a  s e r i o u s  a n d  e a r n e s t  A p p l i - 
c a t i o n  t o  t h e  F a t h e r  o f  M e r c i e s  a n d  t h e  G O D  o f 
a l l  G r a c e ,  t o  r e f o r m  o u r  Te m p e r s  a n d  M a n n e r s , 
a n d  r e v i v e  t h e  P o w e r  o f  G o d l i n e s s  a m o n g  u s ;  t o 
s e c u r e  t h e  C r e d i t  o f  a  F a i t h f u l  G o s p e l  M i n i s t r y, 
a n d  o f  h i s  o w n  S a c r e d  I n s t u t i o n s ;  t o  p r e v e n t  a  r e - 
t u r n  o f  P o p e r y,  a n d  a  f o r f e i t u r e  o f  o u r  C i v i l  a n d 
R e l i g i o u s  L i b e r t i e s ;  t o  c h e c k  S c e p t i c i s m ,  a n d  P r o - 
f a n e n e s s,  Ly i n g ,  D e f r a u d i n g ,  I n t e m p e r a n c e ,  D e f a - 
ma t i o n ,  D i s s imu l a t i o n ,  a n d  a l l  t h e  Wo r k s  o f  Da r k - 
n e s s ;  a n d  t o  d i f f u s e  a m o n g  u s  a n  H o l y  L i g h t  a n d 
L o v e  i n  a  r i c h  a b u n d a n c e :  A n d  h e r e b y  s h a l l  w e 
m a n i f e s t  o u r s e l v e s  b e t t e r  F r i e n d s  t o  t h e  C h r i s t i a n 
I n t e r e s t ,  a n d  m o r e  t r u e  L o v e r s  o f  o u r  N a t i v e 
C o u n t r e y,  t h a n  b y  p e r s i s t i n g  i n  B i t i n g  a n d  D e - 
v o u r i n g  o n e  a n o t h e r ,  w h i c h  i f  t h e  Wo r d  o f 
Tr u t h  b e  t o  b e  b e l i e v ’d ,  i s  t h e  way  t o  b e  con sumed 
one of another.

  Comfort
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Comfort and Counsel
TO

Protestant Dissenters.

Isaiah Lxvi. 5.

Hea r  t h e  wo rd  o f  t h e  Lord,  y e  t h a t 
t r emb l e  a t  h i s  w o rd ,  You r  b r e t h r e n 
tha t  ha t ed  you,  tha t  ca l l  you out  f o r 
my  names  s ake,  s a i d ,  Le t  t h e  Lord 
b e  g l o r i f i e d :  bu t  h e  s h a l l  a pp e a r  t o 
your joy, and they shall be ashamed.

WH I C H  w a y  s o e v e r  t h e  Vo i c e  o f 
A l m i g h t y  G O D  i s  g i ve n  f o r t h ,  i t 
i s  m o s t  a t t e n t i ve l y  t o  b e  L i s t e n ’d 
t o ,  b y  a l l  R e a s o n a b l e  C r e a t u r e s ; 
F r o m  H i m  t h e y  a l l  i n  C o m m o n 

deceive their Beings,  and upon him they depend for 
L i f e  and  Happ ine s s ;  and  the re fo re  no th ing  can  be 
more  f i t  o r  becoming ,  than  tha t  they  shou ld  have 
Ears to hear ,  when He thinks f i t  to speak. He speaks 
bo th  by  h i s  Work s ,  and  by  h i s  Word ;  and  be  i t  i n 
one way or another that He g ives any signif ication of 
h i s  P lea sure,  the not  regard ing Him i s  a  g rea t  S in , 
and expose s  to  h i s  ju s t  Resentment .  The Works  o f 
G O D  h ave  a  L a n g u a g e  t h a t  i s  i n t e l l i g e b l e :  A n d 
they are  to  be cons ider ’d ,  tha t  the i r  Language may 
b e  Unde r s t ood .  Some  o f  h i s  P rov i d en c e s  l oud l y 
proclaim his Clemency, and his par t icular Regard to 
such as are devoted to his Fear : while other s as sen- 
sibly declare his Justice and Sever ity, and tell all such 
a s  o b s e r ve  t h e m  w i t h  b e c o m i n g  C a re ,  T h a t  t h e 
Great  GOD i s  provok’d ,  and that  i t  concer ns  them 
to prepare to meet him in the Way of his Judgments;
 B which



2 Comfort and Counsel 

which cannot:  by any Means be so ef fectual ly Aver- 
ted ,  a s  by a  ser ious  Humi l i a t ion and Refor mat ion. 
And whether He be intent upon magnifying his  Ju- 
s t ice,  of  ser v ing the Pur poses  of  h i s  Mercy,  i f  Per- 
sons do not observe and study Providence, i t  cannot 
be expected that  they should Compor t  with i t ,  and 
make suitable Improvement.

But GOD speaks yet  more di s t inct ly by hi s  Word , 
which i s  a  fu l l  s ign i f i ca t ion o f  h i s  Mind,  a s  f a r  a s 
the  knowledge o f  i t  i s  neces sa r y,  to  h i s  Church in 
Gene r a l ,  o r  t o  h i s  p a r t i cu l a r  S e r van t s ;  D i re c t i ng 
them in their Way, and Work, and Duty, admonishing 
and reproving, and assisting or encourag ing them; ac- 
cording to their dif fer ing Circumstances,  Necessi t ies 
and Occasions. And Happy are they that hear  i t ,  and 
a re  su i t ab l y  impre s s ’d  by  i t ,  and  re ady  to  comp ly 
with it.

GOD spake of  Old to hi s  Servants  the Pat r ia r c h s , 
Prophe t s ,  and Apos t l e s ,  before He made use of  them 
to convey hi s  Word  to  other s :  But  s ince the Sacred 
Canon  has  been f in i sh’d,  we are upon a l l  Occas ions 
re f e r r ’d  to  the  wr i t t en  Word ;  s tudy ing  which ,  we 
may f ind suitable and suff icient Direction both as to 
our  Duty  and Intere s t ,  in  ever y  Circumstance  tha t 
c an  we l l  be  conce iv ’d .  We a re  thence  a t  a l l  t imes 
to take our Measures of  Pract ice,  and our Comfor ts 
and Incouragements.

We a re  a t  p re sen t  in  a  Junc ture  tha t  bea r s  some 
Marks that are Peculiar ;  and too many are at a Loss: 
and yet even now by recourse to the wr itten Word of 
GOD, and ser ious ly  s tudying i t ,  we may f ind what 
will Help to direct, and support, and assist us, in and 
under what soever we may be ca l l ’d of  GOD either 
to do, or to bear.  And I  am not without Hope that 
we may be sat i s f actor i ly convinc’d of this ,  by Medi- 
ta t ing ser ious ly on the Text  propos ’d;  which repre- 
sents  a  ver y a f fect ing Case,  and yet  g ives  l ight  in a 
dark and gloomy Scene, and affords ample and abun- 
dant  Incouragement to such as  f a i thful ly  adher ’d to 
GOD in the way of their Duty.

There  a re  Three  Th ing s  in  the  Tex t  wh ich  c a l l 
for  our  par t icu lar  Not ice :  And they are  these,  The 
Cha r a c t e r  o f  t he  Pe r son s  s poken  to ;  The  Cha rge 
that is g iven, them, and, The par ticular Message sent 
them from GOD. 1. The
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1. The Persons that are here spoken to are remark- 
able for the Character which is g iven of them. They 
a re  descr ib ’d  a s  t r embl ing  a t  th e  Word  o f  God .  They 
are a People that  s tand in awe o f  God’s  Word ,  a s  Da- 
v id  dec la re s  o f  h imse l f ,  That  he  d id  mos t  hear t i ly. 
And th i s  i s  t r u ly  an  Exce l l en t  Charac te r.  They  to 
whom the Ble s sed GOD i s  here  speaking,  a re  such 
as were habitual ly dispos’d to receive his  Word with 
Reverence, and freely to submit and yield to its Au- 
thor i ty.  ’Ti s  such a s  they,  tha t  have a  spec ia l  Mes- 
sage here sent them from Heaven: ’Tis such as they, 
that  are  here ca l l ’d  on to hea r  the  Word o f  the  Lord . 
A l l  i nde ed  s hou l d  h e a r  when  He  i s  t h e  Spe ake r ; 
none should think themselves unconcerned in the Re- 
por t s  and Representat ions  of  hi s  Word:  But to such 
as  t r emble  a t  h i s  Word ,  does  GOD pecul iar ly  addres s 
h imse l f .  He has  a t  a l l  t imes  had a  more than com- 
mon Intercour se with Per sons of such a Temper. He 
loves to speak to such; for He knows they have Ears 
t o  h e a r .  They  a re  o f  a  t e a ch ab l e  D i s po s i t i on ,  He 
does not lose his  Pains upon them as He does upon 
o the r s ,  He  s p e ak s  t o  s u ch  w i t h  F re edom;  and  i s 
less upon the Reserve with them, than with the rest 
o f  Mank ind .  No r  wa s  t h i s  Cha r a c t e r  p e cu l i a r  t o 
those to whom the Prophet i s  here speaking. I t  i s  a 
Genuine Character  of  the s incere Servants  of  GOD 
in a l l  Ages ,  that  i s  g iven upon thi s  Occas ion:  They 
a l l  t r embl e  a t  h i s  Word ,  and they are  thereby di s t in- 
gu i sh ’d  f rom the  Men of  rhe  Wor ld .  And i t  i s  be- 
cau se  o f  the i r  t r embl i n g  a t  h i s  Word ,  tha t  He love s 
them,  and de l ight s  in  them,  and l o ok s  t o  th em in  a 
way of Mercy,  and Favour,  and Pity;  as  i s  int imated 
in the Context; For to this Man will I look, says GOD, 
even to  h im tha t  i s  Poor,  and o f  a  Cont r i t e  Spi r i t ,  and 
t r embl e t h  a t  my  Wo rd .  They  l o o k  t o  GOD,  and  He 
l o ok s  to  them.  They hea r  him,  and He hea r s  them, 
and g racious ly regards  them; and i s  inc l in’d to own 
and f avour them, and appear  for them. Such Per sons 
are particularly singled out to receive the Message here 
sent, that they might be animated and suppor ted un- 
der  the Reproach,  and Disg race,  and I l l  usage they 
met with.  A s ignal  Divine Bless ing i s  here promis ’d 
to them, and to them only; because they alone were 
f i t  and qual i fy’d for i t .  We cannot wonder that they
 B 2 to
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4 Comfort and Counsel 

to whom thi s  Character  be longs  should be se lected 
in  th i s  Case,  s ince  i t  i s  here  f ree ly  dec la r ’d  in  the 
beg inning of the Chapter, that such were much more 
p rec iou s  i n  h i s  Eye s ,  t h an  o the r s ;  and  in t ima t ed , 
that He would look to them as to the Temple in which 
He would dwel l ,  r a ther  than to  the Temple  a t  J e ru- 
s a l em ,  o f  which  they,  by  whom the se  h i s  Se r van t s 
we re  de sp i s ’d ,  we re  s o  ap t  t o  make  t he i r  Boa s t s . 
GOD has  ever  had more regard to  such a s  t r embl ed 
a t  h i s  Word ,  than to such as  va lu’d themselvs s  upon 
the Church they belong’d so.

Secondly ,  The Charge which is  g iven to these Per- 
sons ,  i s  a l so  to  be taken Not ice  of .  I t  i s  shor t  and 
p la in ,  but  ver y  ag reeable  to  the i r  Charac te r.  They 
are bid to Hear the Word o f  the Lord .  I  come to you, 
s ay s  the  Prophe t ,  f rom the  Grea t  GOD, and  I  ex- 
pect  your Attent ion;  a s  ver y wel l  he might .  ’Ti s  a s 
i f  he had said,  “I have something to del iver to you, 
“ a n d  i t  i s  o f  I m p o r t a n c e ;  h a d  i t  b e e n  o n l y  t h e 
“Word of Man that I  had brought you, your regard- 
“ ing  i t ,  a s  f a r  a s  i t  was  suppor ted  by  Reasons  and 
“A rgumen t s ,  wou l d  h ave  b e en  a s  much  a s  c ou l d 
“ re a s o n a b l y  h ave  b e e n  e x p e c t e d  o r  d e s i r ’d ;  Yo u 
“might then have receiv’d or rejected it ,  as you your 
“se lves  s aw Occas ion;  and a s  your  depending upon 
“ i t ,  had  no t  been  any  th ing  nea r  so  s a f e ;  so  your 
“making l ight of i t ,  had not been any thing near so 
“haza rdous ,  a s  now,  tha t  i t  i s  t h e  Word  o f  t h e  Lo rd 
“ t h a t  I  b r i ng  a l ong  w i t h  me :  Bu t  s i n c e  i t  i s  h i s 
“Wordy  i t  c l a ims  your  Re spec t ;  your  ve r y  Cha r a - 
“c t e r  ob l i g e s  you  to  h e a r  i t ,  comp ly  w i th  i t ,  and 
“readily receive it”.

And indeed, they to whom the Character here g i- 
ven  t r u ly  be longs ;  they  tha t  t r embl e  a t  t h e  Word  o f 
God , need not at any time be much press’d to hear it: 
For they are ver y f i t  for  i t ;  they are ready and di s- 
pos’d for i t ,  and incl in’d to i t ;  they cannot Act l ike 
themse lve s  w i thou t  do ing  i t .  Whoeve r  de sp i t e  o r 
s l i gh t  i t ,  they  wi l l  hea r  and  they  wi l l  do  so  a t  a l l 
T imes .  They  cannot  l ive  wi thout  i t ;  They  love  i t 
a s  the  Food o f  the i r  Sou l s ;  They h ide  i t  a s  a  r i ch 
Treasure in thei r  Hear t s ;  They can say with David , 
That God’s  Tes t imonies  have they taken as  an Her i tage 
for ever; for they are the Rejoycing of their Hear ts.  They
  know
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know the re ’s  no  such  way  to  L ibe r t y,  Pe ace,  and 
Safety,  as  that  to which the Word  directs  them. And 
there fore  they can’t  be  sa t i s fy ’d  wi thout  hea r ing  i t , 
nothing sha l l  h inder  or  keep them f rom i t ;  They’ l l 
rather a thousand t imes hearken to GOD than Man; 
They ’ l l  hea r  th e  Word ,  be  i t  what  i t  wi l l ;  and bow 
down under  i t ,  whatever  be  i t s  Impor t ,  Des ign  or 
Tendency.  I t s  be ing  t h e  Word  o f  t h e  Lo rd ,  ( tha t  i s , 
duly evidenc’d to be such) is suff icient to draw for th 
t he i r  Rega rd .  They ’ l l  h e a r  i t  when  i t  Command s 
or Threatens,  as  wel l  as  when it  Promises or Incou- 
r age s .  They ’ l l  hea r  i t  when i t  makes  aga in s t  them, 
and therefore to be sure won’t neglect and s l ight i t , 
when i t  i s  for their  Comfor t and Suppor t .  The Cal l 
or Charge here g iven to hear the Word of  the Lord ,  i s 
not an Intimation of any Backwardness on their Par t, 
to l i s ten and g ive attention; (notwithstanding that i t 
is evident enough, that even the best Persons that are, 
are not alike dispos’d for it at al l  Times) but it is ra- 
ther an Excitation to a more than ordinary Observa- 
t ion o f  a  pecu l i a r  Mes sage  now sent  them;  and an 
Int imat ion,  that  what  was about to be del iver ’d did 
much Concern them, and was much to their Advan- 
tage.

Tho ’ s u ch  Th ing s  a s  t h e s e  a re  no t  t o  be  ove r - 
look’d, yet that in the Third Place, which here pr in- 
c ipa l ly  requires  our  Not ice,  i s ,  the par t icu lar  Mes- 
sage, which the Prophet brought these Per sons from 
the Great  GOD; or the Word  which they were now 
requi r ’d  to  hea r .  Of  which we may in  genera l  Ob- 
se r ve,  That  i t  was  a  ver y  In te l l ig ible  Word;  i t  was 
not Obscure and Enigmatical as the Prophetical Mes- 
sages often were, but easy to be Under stood, It  was 
a suitable Word, and very agreeable to their Circum- 
s t ance  a t  t he  T ime  th a t  wa s  re f e r r ’d  t o.  I t  wa s  a 
Word in Season ,  which the Wise Man so much com- 
mends ;  i t  wa s  a  comfor t able  Word  to  Per sons  un- 
der such a Brand of Inf amy as they had f asten’d up- 
on them, and such Scorn and Contempt as they were 
expos’d to. A special Message is sent them from Hea- 
ven upon this Occasion, to raise their Spir its and re- 
v ive  t h e i r  Hope s ,  Men  s l i g h t ed  t h em ,  bu t  GOD 
was wil l ing they should know how much He f avour- 
ed  them.  They  had  been hard ly  u s ’d  by  the i r  Fe l -
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low Crea ture s ;  bu t  He tha t  was  the  Grand Objec t 
o f  the i r  Tr u s t  and  Dependance,  s en t  themTyd ing s 
of great Joy, that they might not be dishearten’d.

The Message that was sent them in this Case, looks 
s eve r a l  way s  a t  once,  wh i ch  i t  i s  a  ve r y  common 
Thing for  the Word of  GOD to do.  Tho’ i t  was  to 
h i s  Peop l e  wh i ch  GOD he re  s p e ak s  d i re c t l y ;  ye t 
wha t  He  s ay s  ha s  a  G l ance  a t  the i r  in su l t ing  Br e - 
thren ,  and has a Reference to GOD himsel f ,  as  wel l 
a s  unto these  Per sons ,  who were par t icu lar ly  ca l l ’d 
upon to hear  and attend: And it  i s  but requis i te that 
we should view the Prophet’s Message distinctly, un- 
der each of these Aspects.

I .  THE pa r t i cu l a r  Mes s age  o f  GOD to  h i s  Peo- 
p le,  which i s  conta in ’d in th i s  Text ,  re fer s  to thei r 
B r e t h r e n ;  a n d  t h a t  i n  T h re e  R e s p e c t s :  I T  g i ve s 
the i r  Charac ter ;  IT descr ibes  the i r  Car r i age ;  AND 
predicts a Difference in their Sentiments,  both as to 
those from whom they were so much al ienated, and 
a s  to  the i r  own Car r i age  to  them too,  a t  the  l a s t , 
from what they were at the first.

1.  The  Me s s a g e  wh i ch  GOD he re  s end s  t o  h i s 
Peop le,  g ive s  the  Charac te r  o f  the i r  Bre th r en ;  and 
that par ticularly as to their Disposition towards these 
Ser vant s  o f  GOD tha t  a re  app ly ’d  to ;  and s ign i f ie s 
that  they hated  them .  For thus  run the Words ,  Hour 
B r e th r en  t ha t  ha t ed  you .  ’T i s  g r i evous  to  ingen ious 
Minds  to  be ha t ed  by any;  but  wor s t  o f  a l l  by  Bre- 
th r en .  And yet  th i s  was  the unhappy Case of  those, 
o f  whom,  a nd  t o  whom,  my  Tex t  s p e ak s .  The s e 
Se r van t s  o f  GOD had  Br e t h r e n :  Pe r son s  th a t  t hey 
freely own’d in that Relation, and who ought to have 
return’d them a l ike Affection; but who instead of it 
hated them .  Tho’ they were the Servants of the same 
GOD wi th  themse lve s ,  and  a s  de s i rous  to  approve 
themselves  to Him as  they could be,  yet  they hated 
them: Nay, they hated  them, for that for which they 
ought to have lov’d them; and that is  for conscienti- 
ously t rembl ing at God’s Word ,  and adher ing so close- 
ly  to  tha t ,  which Al l  ought  to  take the i r  Measures 
from, that desire to be found Faithful ,  and accepted 
as such. Tho’ these Per sons had to do with Brethren ,
  yet
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yet  they,  ins tead of  any of  that  Tender nes s  towards 
them that might have been expected, despis ’d them, 
and in su l ted  them,  and bore  hard  upon them,  and 
g ave  them ve r y  Unbro the r l y  Tre a tmen t .  I t  i s  no t 
however to be imag in’d that  the Hatred was a l ike in 
a l l  these  Bre th r en  ment ion’d:  and yet  i t  preva i l ’d  a- 
mong them to that deg ree that a common Character 
i s  t aken f rom i t .  I t  i s  sa id  of  them in genera l ,  that 
they hated the Per sons foremention’d. They not only 
differ’d from them in Sentiments and Practise (which 
where there is a r ight Spir it may be manag’d without 
any Heat or Animosity) but they were too general ly 
po s s e s s ’d  wi th  Rancour  aga in s t  them;  they  pour ’d 
Contempt upon them, and discover’d such an Il l-will 
a s  was  ver y unbecoming Per sons  that  were Rela ted 
a s  Bre th r en .  In s tead  o f  re jec t ing  them,  and making 
allowance, and softening Things, (which is what they 
undoubtedly would have desired, had the Case been 
their  own) they censur’d them, mis inter preted their 
Words  and Act ions ,  and took a l l  pos s ible  Advanta- 
ge s  aga in s t  them,  so  a s  to  d i scover  a  rea l  Ma levo- 
l ence.  Some  pa r t i cu l a r  Pe r son s ,  o f  b e t t e r  n a tu r a l 
Tempers, or Acted by a more generous Spir it than the 
rest, might be orherwise dispos’d; and yet it is intima- 
ted ,  That  th i s  was  the  common and preva lant  Di s- 
pos i t ion of  these Bre thren towards  those Servants  of 
GOD that  a re  here  par t icu la r ly  Addres s ’d  to ;  The i r 
Bre thren hated them ;  and no Hatred so cutt ing as that 
o f  Br e t h r e n ;  We may  wi th  Ea s e  bea r  th a t  f rom an 
Enemy ,  that  i s  hard to be bor n f rom a Bro the r :  Da- 
v id  p la inly hints  i t ,  saying.  I t  was  not  an Enemy that 
reproached me, then I could have born i t .  But to be ha- 
t ed  byBre th r en  i s  a  Thing tha t  cut s  deep.  Thi s  i s  in 
the Text  represented as  no smal l  agg ravat ion of  the 
Distress which GOD’s f aithful Servants were now in, 
that  they were hated by the i r  Bre th ren ;  by those that 
pretended to Love them, and were by Duty and In- 
terest oblig’d to Love them: They that they had to do 
with were Brethren , and yet were so blinded by Pique 
and Prejudice, as to hate  them, and car ry i t  to them 
a s  i f  they  were  so  many Al iens ;  and tha t  notwi th- 
s tanding that  by so doing,  they g ra t i f ied the Com- 
mon Enemy, and gave Him no small  Advantage. And 
as this much heighten’d the Sin on one hand, so did
  it the
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i t  the af f l ict ive Exercise on the other ;  on which ac- 
counted it is deservedly taken Notice of. But,

2 .  T H I S  M e s s a g e  o f  G O D  t o  h i s  Pe o p l e ,  d e - 
scr ibes the Car r iage of these Angry Brethren ,  as well 
as  g ives their Character ;  and it  does i t  by Three se- 
vera l  Steps ,  one of  which s t i l l  r i ses  higher than the 
other.  Such was  the i r  Malevo lence,  tha t  they  were 
not content with venting their Spleen in hasty Words, 
but  they added sui table  Act ions ;  they ca s t  them out ; 
and they put a f a i r  Gloss  upon i t ,  and pretended to 
do i t  f o r  God’s  Names  sake  too;  and when they had 
done, they said, le t  the Lord be glor i f ied ;  which argu’d 
their Contempt to be risen to no small height.

T h ey  c a s t  t h e m  o u t .  T h ey  r e c ko n ’d  t h e m  s u c h 
de sp icable  Per sons  tha t  they ’d  have  noth ing  to  do 
w i th  t hem;  t hey  wou ld  no t  be  m ix ’d  w i th  t hem; 
they  would  not  su f fe r  them to  share  wi th  them in 
common Benef i t s ;  they were for  se t t ing a  Brand of 
Inf amy upon them, that they might be the more ef- 
fec tua l ly  expos ’d  to  a  Common Contempt .  Having 
f ir st  cas t  them out  of their Affections, they at length 
proceeded t o  c a s t  them out  o f  the i r  Soc ie ty,  and i f 
some could have had the i r  Wi l l ,  one and the same 
Land shou ld  not  have  he ld  them,  and  they  shou ld 
have been cast out of al l  share in the Favour of GOD 
or Men, unless they would alter their Temper, and be- 
come more pliable to their Purposes. Some think that 
the Prophet here refers to an Ecclesiastical Excommu- 
nication, and others to contemptuous treatment in Ci- 
vil Respects, and in Common Conversation: But I don’t 
see why we should conf ine our Thoughts to either of 
them; when both may be taken in very safely. These 
Bre th r en  were  one sense  a s  we l l  a s  another  so  ver y 
full of themselves, that they had no room for other s. 
Tho’ ’twas a real Brother, and Child of the same Fa- 
ther  they had to do with,  the i r  Language was  th i s ; 
Stand by thy self, come not near to me, for I am holier than 
thou .  They reckon’d i t  would be a disparagement to 
Act in concer t with them; they shunn’d them as Per- 
sons polluted, Per sons by whom they were in danger 
o f  be ing  in f ec t ed ,  un l e s s  they  wou ld  squa re  the i r 
Pr inc ip le s  and  Prac t i ce s  by  the  Mode l  which  they
  them-
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themselves  were fond of ,  and so des i rous to impose 
upon them. That is the first Step: And then,

2 .  They thus  c a s t  them ou t  f o r  God’s  Name’s  sake , 
which was no smal l  Addit ion. Our Blessed Lord re- 
p re s en t s  the  r i go rou s  Trea tmen t  wh ich  h i s  D i s c i - 
p le s  met  wi th  f rom the  Zea lous  J ews ,  a s  much the 
wor se,  because  i t  was  f o r  h i s  Names  sake ,  and upon 
the  account  o f  F ide l i ty  to  h im.  And th i s  i s  a lways 
the Case,  where Rigour i s  us ’d towards any in Mat- 
ter s  that  Consc ience i s  t r u ly  concer n’d in :  ’Ti s  for 
God’s  Name’s  sake,  for  Chr i s t ’s  Names  sake ,  that  any 
Hard sh ip  i s  endur ’d ,  which  Per sons  cannot  e s cape 
without suffer ing the Divine Rights over Conscience 
to  be  invaded .  And  i t  wa s  thu s  w i th  the se  Ang r y 
Br e t h r e n  s poken  o f  i n  the  Tex t :  They  c a s t  o u t  t he 
upr ight  Ser vant s  o f  GOD for  h i s  Name’s  s ake ,  they 
did it because they would not yield to the Power of the 
Chu r c h  t o  ru l e  t h e  Cons c i en c e  o f  Men ;  which  tho ’ i t 
has  been brought into the Contents  of  Psa lm  cx l ix . 
yet has never hitherto (Thanks be to GOD,) crept into 
the Text.  Had these Brethren  been severe upon their 
Fellow Servants for any real Cr imes that were proved 
upon  t h em ,  i t  wou l d  no t  h ave  b e en  b l am ’d :  Bu t 
their doing it for God’s Name’s sake, made it the more 
inexcusable.  They rea l ly  d id i t  for  the i r  Loya l ty  to 
GOD,  and  becau se  they  were  f e a r fu l  o f  o f f end ing 
h im,  and  unwi l l ing  to  Ac t ,  where  they  cou ld  no t 
p e r c e i ve  t h ey  h a d  h i s  Wa r r a n t .  O t h e r  R e a s o n s 
m igh t  p e rh ap s  b e  p l e aded ;  bu t  t h i s  wa s  t h e  t r u e 
Cause and or ig inal Spr ing of their Rancour and Con- 
tempt; so that they could safely appeal to GOD with 
David ,  and say as  he.  For  thy sake,  we have  bo r n Re- 
proach. But,

3 They a l so took yet  a  f ar ther Step,  and sa id.  Let 
the Lord be g lor i f i ed .  They not only acted very unbe- 
comingly, but they justif ied, and made their Boasts of 
wha t  t hey  h ad  done.  Had  i t  b een  a  mee r  sudden 
sur pr ize  that  had drawn into such Car r iage,  tho’ i t 
would not therefore have been justif iable, yet it would 
have been les s  Cr iminal ;  and the suddennest  of  the 
Temptat ion would have ca l l ’d for some Companion, 
upon the account of Humane Inf irmity: But the per- 
s i s t ing in i t ,  and v indicat ing i t ,  and boas t ing of  i t , 
made i t  much the more inexcusable.  They sa id,  Let
 C the
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the  Lord be  g lo r i f i ed ;  and argu’d,  that  what  they had 
done was  for  the  Glor y  o f  GOD, and the  Good of 
the i r  Chur c h ,  and the Common Good.  They p lead- 
ed tha t  they had good and so l id  Grounds  for  the i r 
Proceeding, in sequestr ing themselves from these Ser- 
vant s  o f  GOD, and c a s t ing  th em ou t ;  and urg ’d  tha t 
herein they did a piece of Service that was acceptable 
to GOD, and for the Honour of his Name.

Or d ie  we may take  th i s  Say ing in  the  Text ,  Let 
th e  Lo rd  b e  g l o r i f i e d ,  fo r  an  in su l t ing  Scof f ,  and an 
int imat ion.  That  when these Ang ry Brethren  t reated 
the  up r i gh t  Se r van t s  o f  GOD so  con temptuou s l y, 
they would af terwards jear and mock them, and say, 
Let  God be  g l o r i f i ed  in  your de l iverance and rescue; 
L e t  h im  he l p  you  i f  h e  s e e s  good .  We  no t  on l y 
meet with something of this Nature in David ’s  Case, 
now and then hinted at, but it was express’d by those 
who were so desperately set against our Blessed Savi- 
ou r.  When  the  imp l a c ab l e  J ew s  h ad  na i l ’d  h im to 
his Cross, They mocked him, and said, He trusted in God, 
l e t  h im de l i ve r  h im now,  i f  h e  w i l l  have  h im .  So i t  i s 
i n t ima ted  in  the  Tex t  be fo re  u s ,  t h a t  when  the s e 
Zealous  Bigots  had compass ’d their  des ign,  and ca s t 
out  these Servants of GOD who were f ixedly bent to 
retain their Integ r ity, they would freely insult them, 
and bid them call upon GOD to help them; that GOD 
in whose Favour they imag in’d themselves to have so 
g re a t  a  Sha re ;  c r y ing  ou t  to  them,  Le t  h im shew 
his Power in doing something remarkable for you, i f 
you are so much his Favour ites;  f louting at them for 
their Conf idence in the Almighty, and expecting that 
he would own them, and appear  for  them, and vin- 
dicate,  and ease them of  their  Bur thens ,  and mani- 
fest himself displeas’d with those, who set themselves 
with a l l  their  Might to expose them, and run them 
down. And thi s  argues  no smal l  Audaciousness ,  ad- 
ded to  an  Unbrother ly  Rancour  and I l l -wi l l :  Such 
Car r iage as this GOD could not but resent, as is  in- 
timated sufficiently in what follows, But,

3.  A s  th i s  Mes s age  o f  GOD to  h i s  Peop le  g ive s 
the Character  of  thei r  Brethren and descr ibes  thei r 
Car r iage, so does it also predict a difference, in both 
their  Sent iments ,  a s  to those f rom whom they were 
so much a l ienated,  and a l so a s  to thei r  own Car r i-
  age
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age  to  them,  a t  the  l a s t ,  f rom wha t  they  were  a t 
f i r s t ;  for  i t  dec la re s  they should  be  a shamed :  When 
they came at las t  to see the Foot of their  Accounts , 
they should be so f ar  f rom pleading for the Temper 
they had discover’d, or justifying their Car r iage, that 
they  should  f ree ly  acknowledge the i r  Mis t ake,  and 
be t r u ly  concer n d ,  and have the i r  own Hear t s  re- 
proaching them for Acting in so very Unbrotherly a 
manner.  They sha l l  be  ashamed ,  says  the Prophet .  A- 
sham ’d  o f  a l l  t he i r  ha rd  Word s  and  Speeche s ,  and 
contemptuous  Trea tment ;  and the  more a sham ’d  by 
how much the forwarder they were before to insul t 
a nd  t r i umph .  He  im i t a t e s ,  t h a t  t h e  T ime  wou l d 
come when they should be convinc’d that things had 
ano the r  Tendency  than  they  apprehended ;  and  A- 
sham’d  o f  the i r  Se l f - su f f ic icncy,  the i r  S t i f fnes s ,  and 
nar row Spir i tedness ,  their doing so much to weaken 
the  Hands  o f  the i r  hea r ty  Fr iends ,  and  s t reng then 
the Common Enemy;  and the i r  r unning the hazard 
of Losing a l l ,  rather than not have their  Wil l s  upon 
those,  who aim’d at  nothing but the keep ing Consc i - 
ence void of Offence, towards God, and towards Men.

And  th i s  i s  the  p l a in  impor t  o f  th i s  Mes s age  o f 
GOD to his  People,  as  i t  refer s  to their  Ang ry Bre- 
thren. But then,

I t  re fe r s  a l so  to  the  Peop le  o f  GOD themse lve s , 
to those that were his Faithful and Upr ight Servants, 
GOD here sends a special Message to them as Suffer- 
er s,  and as Sufferer s in a Good Cause; and that not- 
withstanding all the Contempt of their disturbed Bre- 
thren, who could not think themselves secure til l they 
were Branded. Men might count them Hypocr ites,and 
represent them as making a g reat st ir,  about a Tr if le, 
and pretending one thing while another was intend- 
ed,  and unduly  magni fy ing the Hardships  they met 
w i t h :  Bu t  i n  t h e  mean  t ime  GOD,  who  s e e t h  n o t 
Man s e e th ,  in t imates  by h i s  Prophet  tha t  they were 
h i s  Con fe s so r s ,  and  He  wou ld  own them a s  such . 
All of them are suppos’d to share in the Distress, and 
Reproach,  and Hardship indur ’d ,  tho’ not  a l l  a l ike. 
Some suf fer ’d more immediate ly,  but  a l l  by Sympa- 
thy ;  and  upon  accoun t  o f  the  Contempt  tha t  wa s 
cad t  upon the i r  Pr inc ip le s .  In  th i s  Case  there  i s  a 
Message sent  them from the Great  GOD; f rom that
 C 2 GOD
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GOD to whom they were  so  concer n ’d  to  approve 
themselves, and in whom they had so much reason to 
Conf ide ;  a  Message which conta ins  a  most  su i table 
and seasonable, and refreshing Cordial .  God ,  says the 
Prophe t ,  s ha l l  a pp ea r  t o  you r  j oy .  He  no t  on ly  de- 
c lares  that  thi s  might be,  but He g ives  them a Pro- 
m i s e  o f  i t .  H e  p ro m i s e s  t h e m  u n d e r  t h e i r  R e - 
p roa c h ,  cons ider ing upon what  Account  i t  was  tha t 
they were expos’d to i t ;  and Joy  upon their  Del ive- 
r ance  f rom i t ,  when  a  new and  b r igh te r  Scene  o f 
things should open upon them. And the Joy  promi- 
sed on their side, he opposes to the Shame foretold on 
the other side, so as to represent their Case upon the 
whole as much more el ig ible of the two, in a rat io- 
na l  Es t imat ion,  upon a  f a i r  and equa l  Compar i son. 
He had been upon this  comparat ive view before,  in 
t h e  Chap t e r  n ex t  f o rego ing ,  i n  t h e s e  rema rk ab l e 
Words ;  There fo r e,  thus  sa i th  the  Lord ,  beho ld  my Se r - 
vants  sha l l  ea t ,  but  ye sha l l  be  hungry:  behold,  my Ser- 
vant’s shall dr ink, but ye shall be thirsty: behold, my Ser- 
vants  sha l l  r e joyce,  but  ye sha l l  be  asham’d: Behold,  my 
Ser vants  shal l  s ing fo r  Joy o f  Hear t ,  but  ye shal l  c r y fo r 
S o r r ow  o f  Hea r t .  And  he  he re  re tu r n s  to  i t  a g a in : 
And the intimation of such a difference as this, which 
they  might  war rantably  depend upon,  might  ju s t ly 
f i l l  them with no small  Joy beforehand. It  could not 
but much Chear and Comfor t  them under whatsoe- 
ver they indur’d, to be assur’d,  that GOD had other 
Though t s  o f  them than  the i r  Br e t h r e n .  And  when 
the time should come that such a difference was actu- 
al ly made, it could not but inflame them with Joy ,  to 
f ind their Integr ity so clear’d and vindicated, and re- 
warded, by him, to whom they were so concern’d to 
approve themselves .  They could not but reckon this 
an abundant amends for al l  the Hardships and Insults 
they had met with. And then in the Last place,

III .  This  Message a l so refer s  to the Bles sed GOD 
h imse l f ,  whose  appea r i n g  i t  i s  in t ima ted ,  ( tho ’ the 
way and manner  o f  i t  i s  not  par t icu la r ly  expres s ’d ) 
shou ld  make  a s  g rea t  a  d i f f e rence  a s  th i s  amount s 
in the Case of those concern’d: He shal l  appear ,  says 
the Prophet, and that to purpose: He shall  do it l ike 
himse l f :  He sha l l  not  a lways  keep s i lence,  or  seem. 
unconcer n ’d ;  No,  He a s sure s  them,  tha t  the  Grea t
  GOD
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GOD who was  wel l  acqua inted wi th the i r  S incer i- 
ty,  under  a l l  the Reproaches  which they met  with, 
and who observ’d al l  the Bitterness of their Brethren 
aga ins t  them,  would  cer ta in ly  in  h i s  own Way and 
T ime  appea r,  and  man i f e s t  h imse l f ,  and  shew h i s 
Power  in  the i r  Favour,  and  to  the  ro l l ing  away  o f 
al l their Reproach, and the convincing and si lencing, 
and shaming their unkind and angry Brethren,

And being thus led into the General Sense and Im- 
por t  of  the Text,  we may consider i t  e i ther Histo r i - 
cally or Doctrinally.

1 .  We  m ay  c o n s i d e r  i t  H i s t o r i c a l l y .  A n d  i f  we 
would f ind out the Time or Season that is par ticular- 
ly  here intended we must  keep Four Things  in our 
Eye,  and a t  once take in the Character  of  the Per- 
sons concern’d,  their  di f ferent Depor tment,  the Ap- 
pearance that i s  promis’d, and the Retr ibution that i s 
threaten’d.

1.  The  d i f f e ren t  Cha r ac t e r s  o f  the  Pa r t i e s  con- 
ce r n ’d  a re  to  be  minded .  On the  one  hand  s t ands 
those who tremble at the Word of God , and are remark- 
able  for  so doing;  making that  the jus t  Measure  of 
their  Conduct ,  a s  conceiving no need of  improving 
meer  Humane Addi t ions ;  and who are  a t  the  s ame 
t ime for Loving a l l  that  bear the Image of GOD, as 
f ar as they can discern it ,  and embracing al l  that ap- 
pear to have any thing of GOD or true Goodness in 
them: On the other, stand such as have a zeal of God, 
but not according to knowledge ,  and a g reat concern for 
the Exter nals  of  Relig ion who are at  the same t ime 
remarkable for despising their brethren, for dif fer ing 
from them in lesser Matter s,  while the much g reater 
Things  wherein they ag reed with them, and on ac- 
count of agreeing with them in which, they ought to 
have  bor n them an hear ty  Af fec t ion,  a re  compara- 
t ive ly over look’d and pass ’d by.  They are for  ca s t ing 
out other s, and having no concern with them, unless 
they  would  in t i re ly  f a l l  in  wi th  them;  and  a re  fo r 
monopolizing Spir itual and Civil Pr ivileges to them- 
selves, and those of their own Stamp, and Spir it, and 
Way.  Two such Par t ie s  a s  these  must  be found out , 
before we can with any assurance determine the time 
that this Text intends, if it be Historically consider’d.
  2. The

Rom. i. 2.
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2. The dif ferent Depor tment of these two Par t ies , 
i s  a l s o  t o  be  con s i de r ’d :  The  one  re ckon ing  th a t 
GOD would be most glor ify d, and his Honour most 
advanc ’d  by  a  Confor mi ty  to  h i s  Holy  Nature  and 
Will ,  most earnest ly aim at that, and study to be his 
Ch i l d ren  in  L i gh t  and  Love ;  and  a re  f o r  he a r t i l y 
embrac ing  a l l  a s  Br e t h r e n ,  who  ag ree  in  the  s ame 
Head ,  and  the  s ame  Founda t ion-Pr inc ip l e s ,  and  a 
sui table Pract i se :  Whereas  the other are s t i l l  cr ying 
out ,  The Templ e  o f  th e  Lo rd ,  the  Templ e  o f  th e  Lo rd , 
and boast ing of i t s  mater ia l  Structure,  and pompous 
Ser v ice,  and  thereupon se t t ing  a  g rea t  va lue  upon 
themse lve s ;  wh i l e  in  the  mean  t ime,  they  de sp i s e 
and insu l t  GODs Liv ing  Temple s ,  and are  a s  nar row 
in thei r  Char i ty,  a s  in  thei r  Views they are  se l f i sh ; 
representing it, too commonly, to be as great a Schism 
to divide from them, in order to a greater conformity 
to the Wil l  of  GOD, as i t  would be in any of those 
who s ided  wi th  them,  to  wander  f rom the  known 
Paths  of  Pie ty  and Pur i ty,  i f  not  g reater,  and more 
to be detested.

3.  The  Div ine  Appea ran c e ,  wh ich  i s  p romi s ’d ,  i s 
distinctly to be consider’d; This must have something 
in it that shall be remarkable, because it is design’d to 
serve such a Purpose as GOD’s discover ing his diffe- 
rent  Resentment  of  such Character s  and such Car- 
r i age  re spect ive ly.  I t  mus t  be  some such d i sp lay  o f 
GOD’s  Powe r,  and  o the r  Pe r f e c t i on s ,  a s  s h a l l  b e 
found signally to discountenance Formality and Bigo- 
t r y,  and a  nar row Par ty-Spir i t  in  Rel ig ion,  and re- 
vive real Pur ity, and general Char ity, and diffuse and 
spread them in the World.

4 .  The  Ret r ibut ion  tha t  i s  th rea ten ’d ,  mus t  a l so 
be taken in ,  and that  i s  Shame:  Shame in propor t i- 
on to the Nature and Agg ravat ions of  the foregoing 
Mistakes and Fol l ies .  And the Prophet seems plainly 
to  in t imate,  tha t  th i s  Shame should be produc’d by 
s ome  uncommon ,  unexpe c t ed  De so l a t i on ,  wh i ch 
s h o u l d  g i ve  a  n ew  a n d  d i f f e r e n t  Tu r n  t o  t h e i r 
Though t s  f rom wha t  t hey  had  be fo re ;  f o r  he  de - 
c l a re s  in  the  ver y  nex t  Ver se,  tha t  they  shou ld  be 
stop’d in their Career, by a Voice of Noise from the City, 
a  Voi ce  f rom the  Temple,  a  Voi ce  o f  the  Lord,  that  r en- 
d r e t h  Re c ompen c e  t o  h i s  En em i e s .  Th i s ,  t o  be  su re,
  points
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points at something very remarkable in the Retr ibu- 
t ion  in tended ;  and  s i gn i f i e s ,  Tha t  the  Conv ic t ion 
that would be produc’d of the unsuitableness of their 
foregoing Car r i age  would  not  be  more  sur pr i z ing , 
t h a n  t h e  way  i n  w h i c h  i t  wo u l d  b e  p ro d u c ’d . 
There would be a  Voice  o f  Noi se ;  i t  would come on 
a hidden when it  i t  was l i t t le expected; i t  would be 
genera l ,  there would be a  Noise  f rom ever y par t ;  i t 
would be the Voice  o f  the  Lord ,  and genera l ly heard; 
It would reach not only the City ,  but the Temple too; 
that Temple of which these Formalis t s  so much glo- 
r i ed ,  and  in  which  they  put  so  much Conf idence. 
He  in t ima te s .  Tha t  Noi s e  o f  Deso l a t ion  and  Con- 
fusion should be heard, even there, where they thought 
themselves safest, and out of all danger.

Putt ing al l  these things together,  we may, I  think, 
be help’d without much diff iculty to pass a Judgment 
as to the accomplishment of this Prediction.

Grot ius ,  and some other s  with him, re fer  the fu l- 
f i l l ing of this Prophecy, to the time of Antiochus ; and 
s a y,  t h a t  G O D  h e r e  p r o m i s ’d  t o  t h e  u p r i g h t 
who adher’d to the High-Pr iest Onias ,  in Opposition 
to  Ja s on  and  Mene l au s ,  tha t  Juda s  Mac c ab eu s  shou ld 
stand up in their defence, and plead their Cause, and 
settle their Church and Nation upon a stable Bottom; 
the History of which may be read in Josephus.

Some think,  the threatning in thi s  Context  refer s 
to a l l  the Evi l s  and Calamit ies  which GOD brought 
upon the degenerate and obstinate Jews  by the Chal- 
deans ; and understand the comfortable Promise which 
is  here g iven out,  of the good which he did for the 
Faithful at their return from Babylon.

Other s apprehending that these things f al l  shor t of 
answer ing the Prophet’s account and descr iption, con- 
ceive, that We are here pointed to the f inal Ruin of 
the Jews  by the Romans ,  on one hand, and the g reat 
th ings  which GOD des ign’d in  f avour  o f  h i s  f a i th- 
fu l  Se r van t s ,  who  rece iv ’d  and  own’d  the  Mes s i ah 
upon h i s  Appea rance,  whi l e  so  many  o ther s  s tood 
ou t  a g a i n s t  h im ,  and  re j e c t ed  h im ,  on  t h e  o the r 
hand.

But  tha t  which to  me appear s  the  most  probable 
Opinion, is ,  That GOD is here as i t  were taking his 
leave of  the  Old Synagogue ;  and so doing threa tens
  his
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his  heavy Judgments  on such as  were per t inacious ly 
adher ing to those Rites which He would have super- 
seded;  whi le  He promises  r ich Bles s ings  to  such a s 
herein fel l  in with his Design, and embrac’d his Go- 
spe l  under  g rea t  Di scouragement s  and Di f f i cu l t i e s , 
For  GOD seems  here  f ree ly  to  dec l a re  aga in s t  the 
Jewish Rites ,  and those that were for retaining them. 
He proclaims his  Contempt of their  Ceremonial  Sa- 
cr i f ices,  saying, He that ki l l s  an Ox, is  as i f  be s lew a 
m an ;  b e  t h a t  s a c r i f i c e t h  a  L amb,  a s  i f  h e  o n t  o f f  a 
Dog’s Neck ,  &c. He was weary of such kind of Obla- 
t ions,  and could bear them no longer :  Their  Unbe- 
l ie f  in the Mess iah to whom GOD in so many ways 
bore  Wi tne s s ,  made  the  Ceremonia l  Wor sh ip,  tha t 
was at f ir st of Divine Instruction, as odious to GOD 
a s  Murde r  o r  I do l a t r y ;  bu t  t hey  be ing  i n cu r ab l y, 
fond of  their  Ancient Mode of  Wor ship,  and oppo- 
sing GOD’s Design of introducing one much more No- 
ble and Spir i tua l ,  He declares .  He would br ing the i r 
Fears upon them, they should hear a Voice of Noise from 
the  Ci ty,  a  Voi ce  f rom the  Temple ;  He would ar m the 
Romans  against them, of whom they were so fearful , 
and by their  means discharge his  Wrath upon them, 
and that to  the ut te rmost ;  and g ive up their  City and 
Templ e ,  a s  a  Prey  to  the  Fur y  and Avar ice  o f  the i r 
Enemie s :  But  in  the  mean t ime He promi se s ,  tha t 
He would appear in Favour of such as adher’d to his 
Gospe l ,  wha t soever  Su f f e r ing s  and  Hard sh ip s  they 
might  be  expos ’d  to  for  so  doing;  He would p lead 
t he i r  Cau s e,  and  w ipe  away  the i r  Rep roach ,  and 
manifest  himsel f  on their  s ide,  and instead of s tra i t- 
ness g ive them enlargement, and a last ing Joy  in the 
room o f  the i r  Heav ine s s .  And  i f  we  t ake  Ma t t e r s 
thus ,  i t  i s  abundant ly evident .  That  the Event fu l ly 
answer’d the Predict ion,  by the Calamit ies  that  be- 
f e l  t h e  J ew s ,  s ome  t ime  a f t e r  ou r  B l e s s e d  Lo rd ’s 
Crucif ixion, and the g reat things which GOD did to 
supplant  Juda i sm  and f ix and set t le  t rue Chr i s t ian i ty 
in the World. But,

2 .  Bes ides  the  Pr imar y  and His tor ica l  Reference 
o f  the  Text ,  i t  may  a l so  be  cons ide r ’d  Doc t r i na l ly , 
and  a s  i t  may  be  a ccommoda ted  to  the  Peop l e  o f 
GOD in any Age for their  Instruct ion and Admoni-
  tion.
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tion. And so to very natura l ly leads us to such Re- 
marks as these:

1.  Tha t  such  a s  t r embl e  a t  t h e  Word  o f  GOD, a re 
the f i t test to hear i t ,  and the most l ikely to improve 
by i t .  These are Per sons that  GOD sets  a  Value up- 
on: He looks to such, in such a manner as He does not 
t o  o the r s ;  They  a re  pecu l i a r l y  de a r  t o  GOD.  Le t 
them be ever so poor, or low, or despis ’d; tho’ their 
Numbe r  be  sma l l ,  and  t he i r  ou twa rd  Appea r ance 
mean, tho’ they have not many Mighty or Noble a- 
mongst them, few or none of the g reat Ones of the 
World to s tand by them; yet  a s  long as  th i s  Chara- 
cter  be longs  to them, That  they t r emble  a t  the  Word 
o f  God ,  He l ooks  to them with del ight and plea lure; 
they s t and in  h i s  Secre t  the  mos t  o f  any,  and have 
the most of his  Presence, and the most of his  Spir i t 
w i t h  t h em ,  o f  a ny  Pe r s on s  wha t s o eve r.  To  s u ch , 
GOD wi l l  communica te  the  mos t  o f  Himse l f .  Le t 
per sons have ever such a va lue for  themselves  upon 
the account of their  Pr ivi leges ,  i f  they don’t  t r emble 
a t  the  Word ,  GOD regards them not.  Tho’ they g ive 
him ever so many f ine Words, and pay him pompous 
Se r v ice s ,  ye t  i f  they  don ’t  t r embl e  a t  h i s  Word ,  He 
and they have no rea l  v i ta l  Intercourae.  Their  hav- 
i ng  the  Word  o f  GOD sound ing  eve r  so  o f t en  in 
their  Ear s ,  their  taking ever so much pains in order 
to a dist inct under standing it ,  their g iving it  ever so 
ample  Commendat ion,  wi l l  do them but  l i t t le  Ser- 
vice; ’t i s  only such as t remble  at i t ,  that have the de- 
s ign ’d  Bene f i t  by  i t :  GOD’s  spec i a l  Mani fe s t a t ions 
a re  to  such  a s  t r embl e  a t  h i s  Wo rd .  Other s  a re  no t 
c apabl e  o f  them,  they  a re  no t  qua l i f y ’d  fo r  them. 
To them that  are di spos ’d to bow down and submit 
with Reverence,  and yie ld a  f ree and ready Obedi- 
ence, is the Word most directly apply’d; and to them 
i t  i s  mo s t  s u i t ed :  They  a re  such  a s  t r emb l e  a t  t h e 
Word ,  that  are the f i t ted for  such Divine Comfor t s , 
a s  a re  he re  p romi s ’d ;  They ’d  be  bu t  th rown away 
upon  o the r s ;  t h ey  a re  no t  c ap ab l e  o f  t h em,  t hey 
cou ld  not  re l i sh  them,  they ’d  r a ther  do them hur t 
than good.  I t  would  be  a  mos t  happy th ing ,  i f  we 
had a  cons idcrable  number  o f  such Per sons  among 
us ;  i t  wi l l  be happy for  us ,  i f  we can approve our- 
se lves  of  that  number.  This  i s  what  we are a l l  con-
 D cern’d
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cer n’d to mind. We are often engag’d in hear ing the 
Word ,  bu t  i f  we  don’t  t r embl e  a t  i t ,  we  have  l i t t l e 
Reason to expect  i t  should prof i t  us .  Let  us  lear n, 
to t remble at the Word of  God ,  i f  we would secure his 
Presence with us ,  and his  Appearance  in our Favour. 
Let  us  have an inward Venerat ion for i t ,  le t  us  take 
it as a Lamp unto our Feet, and a Light unto our paths, 
and pay  i t  a  thousand fo ld  more  Respcc t  than the 
Judgment s ,  or  Deci s ions ,  or  Counse l s  o f  Men;  and 
l e t  u s  no t  a l l ow our s e l ve s  to  go  aga in s t  i t  i n  any 
thing, i f  wc expect i t  should af ford us Comfor t in a 
t ime of  Trouble.  And let  us ,  a s  we have good Rea- 
son,  count that  an happy Providence,  whatever may 
be the Design of the Agents, and tho’ it may upon o- 
ther Accounts have ever so discourag ing or threatning 
an Aspect, that has but this Effect upon us, to br ing 
u s  to  t r emb l e  a t  t h e  Wo rd  o f  God ,  and  rega rd ,  and 
yield to, and follow it, more than we did before.

A n o t h e r  D o c t r i n a l  I n s t r u c t i o n  w h i c h  t h e  Te x t 
affords us, i s  this ,  That the most upr ight Servants of 
GOD may be  ha t ed  by  the i r  B r e th r en ,  and be  unde- 
rervedly cast out by them, and that for God’s Name sake 
t o o .  We have  Hin t s  o f  th i s ,  a t  the  ve r y  beg inn ing 
o f  our  B ible s ,  where  we a re  to ld ,  tha t  Cain  ha ted 
Abel ,  and Esau  did the l ike by Jacob ;  and we f ind the 
same Spir i t  a t  work,  more or  le s s ,  a l l  a long t i l l  we 
come to  the  l a t te r  end of  them.  St .  Pau l  compares 
things under the Old Testament, and the New toge- 
ther in this respect, and tells us. That as then, he that 
was born after the Flesh, persecuted him that was born af- 
t e r  the  Spi r i t ,  even so  i t  i s  now .  And we throwing in 
the Exper ience of the several Ages that have run out 
s ince, in Conjunction with what wc f ind and feel in 
ou r  own  T ime s ,  may  f u r the r  add ,  Tha t  s o  i t  h a s 
been f rom tha t  Day to  th i s ,  and so  i t  i s  s t i l l .  And 
indeed no other  i s  ord inar i ly  to  be  expec ted .  The 
f a i thfu l  Servants  of  GOD have not  only open Ene- 
mies  to  contend wi th ,  but  have rea son to  look for 
As sau l t s ,  even f rom those  tha t  under  the  Bonds  o f 
the same Covenant with themselves, and so ought to 
cher ish a Brotherly Affection to them. They are not 
to be sur pr izd i f  they have I l l-wil l  born them, even 
for their  Str ictness  and Conscient iousness ,  which i s 
repre sen ted  a s  an  over  Nicene s s ,  and  a  g round le s s
  Scru-
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Scr upu lo s i ty.  And ye t  i t ’s  Na tura l  fo r  the  Trouble 
that  i s  hereby accas ion’d,  to be the g reater  because 
they are Brethren  that do this.  It  was foretold by our 
Lord himsel f ,  that i t  should be thus.  He s ignif ies  to 
h i s  Disc ip le s ,  That  they should be r ev i l ed ,  and have 
all manner of evil spoken against them falsly, for his sake . 
And his Apostle thereupon cr ies out, If ye he reproach- 
ed fo r  the Name o f  Chr i s t ,  happy are  ye;  fo r  the.  Spi r i t 
God and o f  Glory res te th upon you: On the i r  par t  he i s 
evil spcken of; but on our par t he is glor i f ied . And there- 
fore c rue l  Mock ings ,  a re  brought  in a s  no mean par t 
o f  t h e  Su f f e r i n g s  o f  GOD’s  Con f e s s o r s :  And  we 
should none of us think that any new or strange thing 
happens  to  u s ,  i f  we  in  our  Tur n ,  have  a  t a s t e  o f 
such Treatment.

3.  A th i rd  Do&r ina l  In s t r uc t ion  which  the  Text 
a f fords ,  i s  thi s ;  That  when Per sons act  ver y i r regu- 
l a r l y  and  uncha r i t a b l y,  t h ey  ye t  may  s ay.  Le t  t h e 
Lo rd  b e  g l o r i f i e d ;  they  may r un in to  g rea t  Ext rava- 
gancies under the influence of a misguidcd Zeal, and 
ye t  f ancy  they  a re  honour ing  GOD a l l  the  whi l e. 
It is indeed an affecting thing to consider, what Cr i- 
mina l  Act ions  Per sons  may r un in to,  th ink ing tha t 
their doing them for the Glory of GOD wil l  conse- 
c r a t e  them;  and  no t  on ly  excu se  them,  bu t  make 
them laudable  and pra i se-wor thy;  and of  how inf a- 
tua t ing  a  na tu re  f i e r y  Zea l  o f t en  p rove s ,  b l ind ing 
Men to that degree as to br ing them to take evil for 
good, and good for Evil. One would wonder how such 
a thought could ever enter into the Minds of Reason- 
able Creatures ,  as  that  which our Saviour mentions. 
That  by ki l l ing  the i r  Bre th ren they should do God se r - 
v i c e ;  and yet  He te l l s  hi s  Disc iplcs ,  that  such a t ime  
wou l d  c ome .  And  i f  Men  may  be  hu r r y ’d  by  the i r 
Zeal to kil l  their Brethren  with a good Design, much 
more may they be inf luenced to lower Indtances  of 
I l l -wi l l  to their  Neighbour s ,  and yet  th ink they do 
ver y  wel l ,  and deser ve Commendat ion,  ra ther  than 
B l ame.  I f  Men indeed  wou ld  be  p reva i l ’d  wi th  to 
a l low i t  to  be  pos s ible  for  them to be  mi s taken in 
thei r  F i t s  o f  Zea l ,  and not  unl ike ly  for  them to be 
in  the wrong when Heat  t ranspor t s  them, i t  might 
help to preserve them:  but this is  a Point that is  not 
easily gain’d of some. They fancy, that what they do in
 D 2 their
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their Fury is for the Honour of GOD, and think that’s 
enough.  But ,  a l a s !  what  Ser v ice  can i t  in  any ca se 
be to GOD, to bespat ter,  and injure,  and bear  hard 
upon other s?  I t s  ver y l ike ly i t  may be sa id ,  That  i t 
will serve the Church upon Occasion, and so promote 
the  Cause  o f  GOD ;  which i s  a  th ing tha t  i s  h igh ly 
des i rable.  But I  doubt ,  in the f ina l  i s sue,  i t  wi l l  be 
found, that that Church or Ecclesiastical Constitution 
had l i t t le  o f  GOD in i t ,  tha t  found a  need of  Un- 
brotherly Methods to support it; and that that Church 
will not easi ly obtain the Divine Approbation, which 
wa s  fo r  c a s t i n g  ou t  such  a s  GOD h imse l f  rece ive s . 
Let it  then affect us (for it  cer tainly ought) to think 
tha t  Pe r son s  shou ld  en te r t a in  a  f ancy  o f  g l o r i f y i n g 
GOD ,  by those very Methods, by which they highly 
d i shonour  h im.  Le t  u s  remember,  th a t  Hypoc r i s y 
and f alse Zeal, are the common Attendants of a Per- 
secuting Spir it, and were so, both under the Old Te- 
stament and the New. Formalists  have st i l l  been De- 
spi ser s  and Hater s  of  GOD’s most  Upr ight Servants , 
and using the Name of GOD as a cover,  have g iven 
their  Malevolence,  the Name of  Zeal  for  GOD  and 
h i s  Chur c h ;  s eek ing  wi th  tha t ,  a s  wi th  a  B l ind ,  to 
impose upon themselves  and other s :  But  GOD wi l l 
take care of his  own Glory;  and not suf fer i t  a lways 
to be abus’d with impunity.

4.  The la s t  Doctr ina l  Ins t ruct ion a f forded by thi s 
Text,  which I  shal l  mention, i s  this ;  That when the 
Upr i gh t  Se r van t s  o f  GOD a re  Hat ed ,  and  c a s t  o u t 
by their Brethren, for his Name’s sake,  they may safely 
trust themselves in his Hands, and leave it to him to 
plead their Cause, humbly hoping, that sooner or la- 
ter, He will appear to their Joy, and so as to make their 
Enemie s  a sham’d .  The  Nature  o f  GOD,  may  much 
incourage thi s  Hope;  for  tho’ He i s  s low to Anger, 
yet He is peculiarly inclin’d to r ight such as are inju- 
r ious ly  dea l t  wi th .  The Promise  of  GOD, may a l so 
incourage th i s  Hope;  Fear  no t ,  l i t t l e  F lo c k ,  s ays  our 
Saviour, i t  is your Father’s good Pleasure to give you the 
K ingdom .  And  when  GOD ha s  con fe r red  h i s  Hea- 
ven ly  Kingdom above upon h i s  Ser vant s ,  they  wi l l 
most assuredly be clear’d from all Aspersions, unjustly 
ca s t  upon them by the i r  unkind Bre th r en ;  nay,  they 
shal l  be clear’d before, and in this  Life too, i f  GOD
  see
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see i t  needfu l .  His  Honour i s  fomet imes  concer n’d 
that  i t  should be so;  and when that  i s  the Case,  we 
may be assur’d i t  wil l  be so.  For the oppress ion o f  the 
Poor, for the s ighing of the Needy, now wil l  I ar ise, saith 
the Lord, I will set him in safety from him that puffeth at 
h im .  Fo r  t h e  Lo rd  t a k e t h  p l e a s u r e  i n  h i s  P e op l e ;  He 
w i l l  b e au t i f y  t h e  Meek ,  w i t h  Sa l va t i on .  And  a l l  Men 
shall fear,and shall dec lare the Work of God; for they shall 
wisely consider of his Doings. The Righteous shall be glad 
in the  Lord,  and sha l l  t rus t  in h im, and a l l  the  upr ight 
in Heart shall glory.

Without proceeding any f ar ther in General Instru- 
c t ions ,  I  sha l l  now come down to  Par t i cu l a r s ,  and 
make  Inqu i r y,  How f a r  th i s  Mor t age  wh ich  GOD 
sent heretofore to hi s  Fai thful  Servants  by the Pro- 
phet ,  i s  wi thout  Force  and Vio lence,  app l icable  to 
Conscientious Protestant Dissenters , in the Circumstances 
which they are now in. And that we may the better 
judge of  th i s ,  i t  i s  requi s i te  tha t  we should d i s t in- 
su i sh  be tween the  Case  tha t  i s  here  de sc r ib ’d ,  and 
the  po s i t ive  P red i c t i on  th a t  i s  annex ’d .  Upon  an 
exac t  compa r ing  o f  C i rcums t ance s ,  I  conce ive,  i t 
won’t need much Pains to prove, that the Case that is 
here descr ib’d, i s  very ag reeable to the present Case 
of Conscent ious Dissenters  from the Ecclesiast ical  Na- 
t iona l  Cons t i tu t ion  in  Sou th -B r i t a i n .  And  i f  so,  i t 
will be but a natural and just Consequence, That tho’ 
the latter par t of the Text be not applicable to them, 
a s  a  d i rec t  Prophet ica l  Predic t ion;  i t  ye t  may con- 
tr ibute to their Support and Relief , while they faith- 
fully persist in the way of their Duty.

The Premises being consider’d, I think, I may very 
safely assert,That the present Case of Conscientious Pro- 
testant Dissenters among us, is very agreeable with the 
Case descr ib’d in the Text. This Agreement runs thro’ 
a l l  t he  Pa r t i cu l a r s  wh ich  a re  men t ion ’d ;  Fo r  they 
tremble at God’s Word, they are hated by their Brethren, 
and they are ca s t  out  too,  and that ,  f o r  God’s  Name’s 
s ake,  and they who t rea t  them in  th i s  Unbrother ly 
manner, very commonly say, Let the Lord be g lor i fy’d . 
I t  i s  hard to conceive a g reater Harmony, or a more 
exac t  Cor re spondence  in  so  many severa l  Ar t i c le s . 
And this deserves to be carefully observ’d.
  1. Con-
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1.  Conscientious Protes tant  Dissente r s ,  do as  real ly, 
as those spoken of in the Text, t remble at the Word of 
God .  I  would not here be mistaken. I don’t say, that 
a l l  Prote s t ant  Dis s en t e r s  do i t ;  I  hear t i ly  wi sh  they 
d id :  I  am sure  i f  they  a l l  d id ,  and  d id  i t  more,  i t 
would be better  for them, and they would have the 
less  reason to be concern’d at  the I l l-wil l  of  other s , 
and might have the more ground to trust in God. But 
I am free to acknowledge (tho’ I  cannot do it  with- 
out Concern,) that even we have too many among us, 
that can flight and neglect, and deep under, and tr ifle 
with the Word of GOD, as i f  i t  were of no account, 
a s  bo ld ly  a s  the i r  Ne ighbour s ,  tha t  make  no  such 
P re t e n c e s  a s  t h ey  do ;  The  Go o d  L OR D  awa ke n 
and amend them. Nor do I  on the other  hand pre- 
tend,  tha t  none of  the  Inhabi tant s  o f  th i s  Land do 
t remble at the Word of God ,  but such as are Dissenters ; 
I  abhor  any such unchar i t able  Thought .  I  am ver y 
wel l  sa t i s fy ’d,  that  there are many in the Establ i sh’d 
Chu r c h  o f  Eng l and ,  tha t  have  a s  t r ue  and  s incere  a 
Veneration for the Word of God  as any Per sons what- 
soever.  Al l  that  I  a s ser t ,  i s ,  That  the Character  g i- 
ven in the Text,  does truly belong to Conscientious 
Protestant Dissenters ,  and as truly to them as to any. 
Which I take to be very plain, since it is because they 
s o  mu c h  s t a n d  i n  a w e  o f  t h e  Wo r d  t h a t  t h ey  a r e 
so  a f r a id  o f  Ecc le s i a s t i ca l  Impos i t ions ,  which  they 
cannot  f ind ,  tha t  the  Word wi l l  war ran t ;  and  i t  i s 
upon tha t  Account  tha t  they a re  expos ’d .  I  read i ly 
g rant  indeed ,  tha t  we have  va lu ’d  God’s  Word ,  nor 
t r embled  at  i t ,  so much as we should have done; and 
f o r  t h a t  we  h ave  c au s e  t o  b e  humbl ed ;  and  pe r - 
haps  th i s  may be  one  Reason ,  why GOD has  seen 
f i t  to rebuke us .  But s t i l l  thi s  Character  more truly 
belongs to none, than it does to some among us. And 
tho’ this  i s  often turn’d to our Reproach; yet I  take 
i t  to  be  our  Happ ine s s ;  the  more  we  have  o f  th i s 
Tempe r  among  u s ,  t h e  be t t e r  i s  t h e  P rogno s t i ck . 
This i s  what may very just ly yield us Comfor t upon 
Ref l ec t ion ,  tho ’ we  shou ld  upon tha t  Account  be 
censur’d and traduc’d.

2 .  The  Di f f e n t e r s  h ave  been  Hat ed  by  the i r  Br e - 
th r en ;  and s t i l l  a re  so  by  too many.  Thi s  admit s  o f 
s o  f l a g r an t  P roo f ,  t h a t  I  c an ’t  s e e  how i t  c an  be
  deny’d,
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deny ’d ,  o r  even conte s ted .  Whence  e l s e  i s  i t ,  tha t 
they should so often both from the Pulpit and Press, 
be represented as  Enemies  to  the Church ,  in common 
with the Papists * ? Can there be any want of Ill-will, 
where  Men take  such a  L iber ty?  But  how can th i s 
ho l d ,  o r  b e  re conc i l ’d  w i t h  Tr u th ?  Fo r  how c an 
they be Enemies  to  the  Chur c h ,  who ag ree with Her 
in  Her  Doct r ina l  Ar t i c l e s ,  and  in  a l l  E s sen t i a l s  o f 
Worship, and in concern for a Reformation of Man- 
ners, and in every thing by which the Church of Eng- 
land  i s  d i s t inguish’d f rom the Church ofRome?  How 
can they be Enemie s  t o  the  Chur c h ,  who ag ree with 
Her  in  ever y  th ing tha t  i s  Neces sa r y  to  make Men 
good Chr i s t ians ,  or  good Subject s ,  or  good Neigh- 
bour s ,  or help them forward in the way to Heaven? 
And yet ,  i s  i t  not a s ign of Hatred ,  that  a f ter  a l l  we 
must often be represented as Common Enemies to the 
Church with the Papists?  Nay, that it  should often be 
represented as more elig ible to go over to the Papists 
than  the  Dis s en t e r s ?  And i s  i t  not  a  s ign  o f  Hat r ed 
that  we must upon al l  Occas ions be misrepresented, 
cha rg ’d  wi th  Thing s  to  which  we a re  u t t e r  S t r an- 
ge r s ,  b r anded  a s  un f i t  to  be  Tr us ted ,  and  have  a l l 
imag inable  Contempt pour ’d  upon us ,  a s  i f  we de- 
serv’d no Considerat ion or Regard,  e i ther f rom our 
S u p e r i o u r s  o r  E q u a l s ?  I f  t h i s  d o e s  n o t  s h e w 
i t  wou ld  be  ha rd  in  any  Ca se  to  g ive  good  Proo f 
of it.

3. The Dissenters ,  and those who have Acted upon 
the same Pr inc ip le s  wi th them, have a l so  been c a s t 
out  by their  Bre thren ,  and that  again and again;  and 
tha t  for  t r embl ing  a t  God’s  Word ,  and re fu s ing  such 
Compl iances  a s  they could not  perceive they could 
y ie ld  to,  wi thout  S in .  Many eminent ly  P ious  Per- 
sons were for scrupling str ict Conformity, cast out when 
the  Canon s  t ook  p l a ce  i n  16 03,  and  many  s eve r a l 
Year s  a f terwards were ca s t  out  of  their  Churches for 
refusing to read the Book of Spor ts ;  their Consciences 
not a l lowing them that  way to g ive publ ick Liber ty 
to  prof ane the Lord’s-Day.  And many were  c a s t  ou t 
of  the Land into Amer i ca ,  by Ecc les ia s t ica l  Rigour s 
and Sever i t ies .  And have we not had var ious Eject- 
men t s  s i n c e  t h e  Re s t au r a t i on  i n  16 6 0 ?  Were  no t 
two Thousand as valuable Gospel-Minister s ,  as  most
  Nations
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Nat ions  ever  produc’d,  in  1662,  (now jus t  50 Year s 
ago) cast out of their Churches, and dr iven into Cor- 
ner s?  And were not a  number of  Wor thy Per sons at 
that  Time, or rather the Year before,  cas t  out  of  the 
Mag i s t r a cy  in  a l l  p a r t s  o f  the  Land ,  becau se  they 
would not  dec la re  the i r  u t ter  Abhor rence and Do- 
te s t a t ion  o f  a  ce r t a in  Pr inc ip le,  wi thout  the  He lp 
o f  which  we had  never  been  B le s s ’d  wi th  the  l a t e 
Glor ious Revolution, (which I hope we shall never for- 
ge t )  nor  wi th  a  Pro t e s t an t  Queen  a t  p re sent  on the 
Throne, nor with our future Hopes from a Protestant 
Success ion  Legal ly sett led, which is our Comfor t, and 
ou r  Enemie s  Te r ro r,  and  may  i t  b e  eve r  s o.  And 
were not our Minister s afterwards cast  out  of Corpo- 
r a t ions ,  and  a l l  P l ace s  where  they  might  be  l ike ly 
p ick up a  Subs i s t ance for  themse lvcs  and the i r  Fa- 
mi l ies?  And were not  both they and their  Famil ies , 
fo r  many Year s  toge ther  c a s t  ou t  o f  the  Protec t ion 
of  the Law, and le f t  to  be impr i son’d and wor r y ’d , 
and beggar’d, at the Pleasure of those who general ly 
had  a s  l i t t l e  o f  Human i ty  o r  Compan ion ,  a s  they 
had  o f  Chr i s t i an i ty  or  rea l  Re l ig ion?  And tho ’ we 
had a t  l a s t  a  Lega l  To l e ra t i on  g ranted us ,  for  which 
we are very thankful  to GOD, and our Governour s , 
yet were we not cast  out  with Contempt by the Con- 
vo c a t i on  i n  16 89 ,  when  we  had  a  P r ince  upon  the 
Throne, that had it much at Hear t to heal our Brea- 
ches and compose our Differences, by means of such 
Conce s s ion s  a s  wou ld  have  d i s cove r ’d  a  Bro the r l y 
Tender ne s s ?  And a re  no t  Pro t e s t an t  D i s s en t e r s  now 
c a s t  ou t  f rom a l l  P l ace s  o f  Pro f i t  and  Trus t ,  un le s s 
they’l l  quit their Pr inciples, and entirely f al l  in with 
the Pubiick Establishment?

The s e  a re  h a rd  Th ing s ,  I f  t h e  Agen t s  i n  t hem, 
had been the Patients ,  they’d have thought them so. 
They are  Things  which we apprehend,  we have no 
way s  de s e r v ’d .  And  i t  c anno t  be  wondred  i f  t hey 
grate the more, and cut the deeper, because they don’t 
come f rom St ranger s  or  Al iens ,  but  Bre th r en :  From 
those who profess the same Faith with us, and adhere 
to the same Rule of Life; Men of the same Relig ion, 
and the same Civil  Interest too, Men that have been 
convinc’d, that they whom they treat in this manner, 
are as  hear ty as  any for the Good of their  Country;
  and
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and  s o  S t e ady,  t h a t  t h ey  cou l d  n eve r  ye t ,  e i t h e r 
be  Wheed led  or  Threa tened  in to  the  be t r ay ing  i t . 
Again,

4. Have they not been thus cast out for God’s Name’s 
sake?  For where i s  the Man that can charge us with 
any  th ing  Cr imina l ,  and  suppor t  h i s  Cha rge  wi th 
Proof ?  What  Occa s i on  c an  th ey  f i nd  a gn in s t  u s ,  tha t 
a re  Dis s en t e r s,  ex c ep t  c on c e r n ing  the  Law o f  ou r  God? 
Which  wa s  Dan i e l ’s  Ca s e.  I s  no t  wha t  i s  s u f f e r ’d . 
for  the  sake of  a  good  Cons c i cn c e ,  su f fe r ’d  for  God’s 
Name’s sake?  I t  has indeed been often said, That the 
Law has  been e luded,  and Hypocr i sy  countenanc’d, 
by the Occasional Conformity of such as have not Con- 
form’d for a constancy. But was not the Law intend- 
ed ,  Or ig ina i ly  de s ign ’d  to  keep out  Pap i s t s ,  r a ther 
than Protes tants?  And when the removal of that Law, 
would have let in the Papists, were not the Dissenters, 
general ly speaking (a very few only being excepted) 
as active and industr ious to hinder the Repealing it , 
a s  any  Men o f  the i r  Capac i ty,  in  the  Nat ion?  And 
how could there be any Hypocr isy, or the least scan- 
da l  to Rel ig ion in i t ,  for  Men to do what  they a l- 
ways held to be Lawful ,  and what  they actua l ly  did 
a t  some t imes ,  meer ly  to shew thei r  Char i ty  under 
their Dissent,  when it  was (how just ly or reasonably 
I enquire not) requir’d that they should do it for the 
sake of  an Off ice? Why then must  the Dissente r s  be 
r an  down wi th  such  a  Vehemence  fo r  tha t ,  which 
had they meer ly consul ted their  Interes t  a s  a  Par ty, 
they  mus t  f rom the  f i r s t  have  a l toge the r  fo rbor n? 
Let the Matter  be search’d to the bottom, and (ba- 
t ing the Imprudences of  par t icular Per sons,  which I 
pretend not to account for) the Contempt they have 
this way fallen under, will be found to owe its r ise to 
their  not  f a l l ing in with the Church Establ i shed by 
Law;  ag a in s t  wh i ch ,  a f t e r  t he  u tmos t  s e a rch  they 
can make, Conscience reclaims, for fear they should 
by so doing abett and suppor t unscr iptural Imposit i- 
ons.  I  cannot see,  but that  their  being thi s  way ex- 
posed, is as much for God’s sake ,  as any Reproach or 
Hardsh ip  tha t  was  endur ’d  in  the  Pr imi t ive  Times , 
upon the Account of a Consciencions Refusal to joyn 
J uda i sm  and  Chr i s t i an i t y  toge ther,  even  when they
 E did
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d id  not  s t i ck  a t  be ing Occa s i ona l ly  p r e s en t  a t  J ew i sh 
Worship. And yet, once more;

5.  When Conscient ious  Protes tant  Dissen t e r s  have 
been treated most contemptuously,  their  Ang ry Bre- 
th r en  have s t i l l  s a id ,  Let  the  Lo rd  be  g l o r i f y ’d .  I t  has 
been the usual Pica, That the Restraints that have been 
l a id  upon them,  and  the  Di f f e rence  tha t  ha s  been 
made between them and other s ,  have been in order 
to their Conviction, and for the Common Good; for 
the strengthening of the Church ,  and the secur ing of 
that from Danger : And when they have been brought 
under new Diff iculties and Hardships, it has been no 
unheard of thing for those who were the Occasion of 
them,  to  s ay,  in  an  in su l t ing  s co f f ing  way,  I f  tha t 
wh ich  you  a re  ingag ’d  in ,  be  the  Cau se  o f  GOD, 
let him appear for you. Let us see when, and how He 
wi l l  own you,  and what  mighty  th ings  He wi l l  do 
in your f avour? Such sor t of Language we have been 
us ’d  to ;  and we have  no occa s ion to  l abour  for  an 
Answer.  No other  retur n i s  needful  than thi s ,  That 
we  c an  l e ave  t h a t  t o  GOD.  Howeve r,  t h e  u su a l - 
ness of such Language in our Case, as well as that in 
t h e  Tex t ,  make s  t h e  Pa r a l l e l  t h e  p l a i n e r.  And  i n 
real l i ty,  i t  was the exactness of the Cor respondencc, 
that was my Inducement to choose these Words for a 
Subject of Discourse.

Taking i t  then for g ranted, That our Case as  Dis- 
s en t e r s ,  an swer s  the  Desc r ip t ion  here  g iven  by  the 
Prophet ,  o f  the  Case  o f  those  to  whom he  was  to 
br ing a  comfor table  Message f rom GOD, I  seem to 
myse l f ,  to have f rom hence a  ver y f a i r  Occas ion to 
app ly  myse l f  a  l i t t l e  f ree ly  and  se r ious ly  to  Three 
several sorts of Persons.

I. To our Brethren of the Church of England.

I I .  To such a s  u s ’d  to  Wor sh ip  GOD among the 
Dis s en t e r s ;  bu t  fo r s ake  u s  now,  and  who l l y  f a l l  i n 
with the Establish’d Church, to save themselves from 
Contempt and Hazard. And,

III. To such as are determin’d to continue Consci- 
entious Protestant Dissente r s ,  whatsoever their  being 
so may expose them to.
  Should
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Should any be surpr iz’d that I should pretend to ap- 
ply myself to those of the f ir st and second sort, while 
there is little likelihood, I have any such within Hear- 
ing: I  can in return, not only plead my Text,  which 
refer s  to other s ,  tho’ they were the People of  GOD 
to whom it  was immediate ly directed;  but have this 
a lso to say, That I know I am speaking to some that 
are very able to make a Repor t of what is suggested, 
both to one and t ’other :  And that the things I  have 
to offer are so much the Subject of Common Conver- 
sation, that we can hardly any of us be too well pro- 
vided with fit Matter of Discourse upon it And

I. I  beg in with our Brethren  of  the Church o f  Eng- 
land ,  with whom I think we have fair Ground of Ex- 
po s t u l a t i ng ,  t ho ’ I  wou ld  manage  i t  w i t h  a l l  t h e 
Ca lmnes s  in  the  Wor ld .  Bre t h r en  I  w i l l  c a l l  them, 
and as  such I  wi l l  own them (and hope we shal l  a l l 
do so) carefully endeavour ing to keep up a Brotherly 
Af fec t ion to  them,  whether  they  wi l l  own us ,  and 
c a r r y  i t  t o  u s  a s  Br e t h r e n ,  Yea ,  o r  No.  To  such  I 
would put a few plain, but close and ser ious Questi- 
ons, which to me appear to deserve to be consider’d of.

1 .  W hy  s h o u l d  yo u  H a t e  u s ?  A re  we  n o t  B r e - 
t h r e n ?  Have  we  no t  one  and  t h e  s ame  GOD and 
Father, to whom we owe our All ,  and whose Favour 
must be our Final  Happiness?  And have we not one 
and  the  s ame  JESUS CHRIST,  the  common Sav i - 
our to trust  in,  and depend upon? And one and the 
same Holy Spir i t  to inf luence and animate us  in an 
Holy  Cour se,  and f rom whom we der ive  a l l  Grace 
and Peace? Are we not of one and the same Relig i- 
on? For how is it possible there should be two diffe- 
rent  Rel ig ions ,  where there  i s  the  same Head,  and 
the same Vita l  Spir i t ;  the same End, and Rule,  and 
Pro spec t ?  Ha s  re a l  V i t a l  Re l i g ion  any  conce r n  in 
those things in which the Difference properly lies be- 
tween You and Us? And wi l l  not  one and the same 
Heaven  a t  l a s t  ho ld  u s  a l l ?  Why  then  shou ld  you 
Hate  us?  I s  i t  a  thing becoming? Or can you just i fy 
it?

We  c a n  s o l e m n l y  P ro f e s s ,  T h a t  we  d o n ’t  H a t e 
yo u .  T h o ’ we  d i f f e r  f ro m  yo u ,  a n d  c a n n o t  h e l p 
doing so,  and think we have as  good a Right to do
 E 2 for
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so,  a s  you  have  ro  d i f f e r  f rom us ,  ye t  we  Honour 
a nd  Love  you :  We  b l e s s  GOD f o r  you r  va l u a b l e 
Gif t s  and Endowments ,  and can hear t i ly Rejoyce in 
your  Use fu lne s s :  We t ake  pa r t  in  your  Happ ine s s , 
a nd  s hou ld  s en s i b l y  s h a re  i n  you r  Dange r s :  Why 
should you then reckon us your Enemies, or car ry it 
t o u s  a s  i f  we  we re  s u c h ?  H ave  we  a ny  F r i e n d s , 
that are not your true Fr iends as wel l  as  our s? Have 
we any Foreign Interes t  in  v iew, that  you can sup- 
pose can have any Inf luence upon us?  Have we any 
Pr ince  to  br ing  in ,  to  Suppor t  and Head us ,  f rom 
whom you  h ave  a ny  Ave r s i on ?  Or  h ave  you  any 
Enemies  that  are not our Enemies  as  wel l  a s  your s? 
Should the Romanis t s  car ry their Point (which GOD 
forbid) and prevai l  to ext ir pate the Nor ther n Heresy , 
can you be so weak, as to imagine that for any length 
o f  T i m e  t h ey ’d  m a ke  mu c h  d i f f e r e n c e ,  b e t we e n 
Consc i en t ious  Chur c h-Men ,  and Pious  Dis sen te r s ?  And 
tho’ we in several Things differ from you, yet do we 
not ag ree with you in a l l  the Essentia l s  of  Chr is t ia- 
n i t y ?  And  a re  we  no t  a s  Hea r ty  in  Oppos i t ion  to 
Pop e r y ,  a nd  a s  f i r m  i n  ou r  Adhe ren c e  t o  Queen 
ANNE ,  a s  our  Right fu l  Sovere ign,  and to the Suc- 
c e s s i on  in  the I l lus t r ious  House of  Hannove r ,  a s  any 
Men  wha t soeve r ?  Why  shou ld  you  then  a f f e c t  t o 
pour Contempt upon us, and see us aside as needless 
and useless Persons?

Does not St.  Paul ’s  Argument deserve your Consi- 
derat ion? might i t  not Str ike you? The Eye ,  says he, 
cannot say unto the Hand I have no need of  thee; nor a- 
ga in the  Head to  the  Fee t ,  I  have no need o f  you .  And 
i f  i t  cannot be so in the Body Natura l ,  why should 
i t  be so in the Body Poli t ick? And how unseemly i s 
it that there should be any thing like it, in the Mysti- 
ca l  Body o f  Chr i s t ?  We contend not  wi th  you for 
Pre-eminence:  We are  ready to  a l low you the Pre- 
ference in all respects, scare to keep close to the Rule 
o f  the  Word,  and F ide l i ty  to  the  common Intere s t 
o n l y  e x c e p t e d : )  B u t  w hy  mu s t  we  t h e r e f o r e  b e 
thrown a s ide  a s  Us le s s ?  We are  ready to  a l low you 
to be th e  Head ,  whi le  we are  but  th e  Fee t ;  ye t  s t i l l 
the  Fee t  a re  use fu l ,  and,  cannot  be mis s ing in thei r 
proper  Place without g reat  Inconvenience and Pre- 
judice to the whole Body. Why should they be con-
  temn’d,
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temn’d ,  becau se  they  a re  no t  upper mos t ?  In  the i r 
P l a c e  t h ey  a re  ve r y  s e r v i c e ab l c :  T ime  may  come 
tha t  you  may  need  u s :  And  the re fo re  we  be s eech 
you ,  don ’t  be a r  too  Hard  upon  u s ;  we  won ’t  s ay, 
Les t  Na tu r e  shou ld  r e b e l  a ga in s t  P r in c i p l e  (you know 
ver y  wel l  whole  Language  tha t  ha s  been)  but  l ea s t 
the whole Body should suffer.

2 .  I t  i s  a  Commenda t ion  o f  the  Chur c h  you  be- 
long to, and the Ecclesiast ical Constitution of which 
you are so fond, that it  is  always in Danger ,  i f  other s 
rema in  unmole s t ed?  Tha t  i t  c annot  be  s ecur ’d  t i l l 
o ther s  a re  bor n hard upon? What  a  Chur c h  i s  tha t , 
tha t  can bear  ne i ther  wi th  Nat ives  nor  Fore igner s , 
i f  they in the leas t  f aul ter  in the Shibbo le th?  I s  that 
Church to be Boasted of , that will have little or no re- 
ga rd  to  The  Commun ion  o f  Sa in t s ,  except  what  she 
di scover s  by keeping i t  in her Creed?  I s  that  Church 
of a r ight Spir it that can’t be secure without pour ing 
Contempt upon a l l  other s?  and without  expos ing a 
Number  o f  Per sons  to  Want  and  Begga r y,  because 
they won’t stand sti l l  to have their Ear s boar’d in to- 
ken  o f  pe r pe tua l  Se r v i tude?  Does  no t  tha t  Chur c h 
expose her sel f ,  that over and over declares she can’t 
be securer, unless she g ives Measures in Matters Poli- 
t i ca l ,  and i s  suppor ted by Rigour  and Sever i ty  to- 
wards  other s?  I t  would be jus t ly  to be wondred a t , 
if this should not at length stir upenquir ing Thoughts 
in those who have any thing of freedom of Spir it left. 
For my par t ,  I  should think i t  a s  g reat  an Hardship 
to  be  c r amp’d  in  my Af fec t ions ,  a s  in  my In te l l e - 
ctual s :  And therefore,  i t  I  were a s ta ted Member of 
such a Church, a Church that cher ish’d such a Spir it, I 
could not help questioning, Whether it did not become 
both  a  Rat iona l  and  a  Chr i s t i an  Man to  de s i re  to 
breathe in a little freer Air. Again,

3.  Has i t  not been publ ickly and freely own’d,  by 
Some of the most Celebrated Wr iter s on the Church 
s ide,  and Bishop St i l l ing f l ee t  * in par t icular.  That i t 
was the Romanists who secretly influenc’d to the Ri- 
gours of King Charles ’s  Reign? And did you see such 
Blessed Fruits of those Proceedings, as to discern any 
Reason for  a  Des i re  to re tur n to them? I s  not  th i s 
what  our  enemies  would re joyce in?  Sha l l  we of fer 
to t read in the same Track as  before,  when i t  i s  so
  evident
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evident that the Danger of Popery  i s  as  g reat now as 
eve r ;  n ay,  when  s o  many  even  among  you  you r - 
selves publickly Proclaim it to be much Greater?

Wo u l d  yo u  n o t  R e p e n t  yo u r  D e s p i s i n g  t h e s e 
your Brethren ,  and cas t ing them out ,  should you ever 
l ive  to  s ee  th ing s  come  to  Ex t remi ty ?  Was  i t  no t 
thus after all foregoing Severeties, at the Close of the 
Reign o f  the  l a te  King James?  Was  i t  not  then the 
common Ta lk  even o f  those  tha t  had  bor n hardes t 
upon the Dissen t e r s ,  That  they had a  Tende r ne s s  for 
them, and were ready to come to a Temper  towards 
them?  Were  we  no t  publ i ck l y  to ld ,  th a t  they  s aw 
the i r  Er rour,  † and that  i f  the Church o f  England af te r 
she got out of that Storm, should return to hearken to the 
Church Peevishness of some fowre Men, she would be abandon’d 
bo th  o f  God and Man,  and would  s e t  bo th  Heaven and 
Ea r t h  a g a i n s t  h e r ?  Wel l !  we  h ave  s i n c e  s e en  how 
Mens  Thought s  have  d i f f e r ’d  in  a  S tor m,  and in  a 
Ca lm.  However,  what  ha s  been may be  aga in ;  and 
that in a g rater degree than before; as Circumstances 
may  d i f f e r.  L e t  me  then  pu t  a  Ca s e,  and  make  a 
Supposi t ion,  that  a  New Stor m should ar i se ;  would 
the  l a te  Car r i age  o f  the  ver y  s ame Per sons  a s  for- 
merly were so awaken’d,  a f ford Matter  for  Comfor- 
t a b l e  Re f l e c t i on ?  L e t  me  s uppo s e  t h a t  t h e  T ime 
should come; that you should see an open Conceit be- 
tween  a  P r o t e s t a n t  Su c c e s s o r ,  a nd  a  Pop i s h  P r i n c e , 
back ’d  wi th  a  Fren c h  Power,  ( the  Suppos i t ion may, 
I  th ink,  be ver y wel l  a l low’d me,  a s  Circumstances 
stand) will it be a Comfor t to you then to think that 
you have  done  what  in  you l ay  to  t i e  up  so  many 
Hands ,  a s  would chear fu l ly  have been employ’d for 
the Common Safe ty,  to  g ra t i fy  you knew not  who, 
and  compa s s  you  knew no t  wha t ?  Wi l l  you  t hen 
Boast of secur ing your Church ,  by such Methods as are 
f ound  t o  h e l p  f o rwa rd  Pope r y  and  S l ave r y ?  And 
may not this deserve to be consider’d?

5.  Would you l ike i t ,  or could you forbear resen- 
ting it ,  should we car ry it to you, as you have done, 
and  s t i l l  do,  t o  u s ?  Shou ld  we  w i th  one  con s en t 
w i thd r aw  ou r  Vo lun t a r y  Sub s c r i p t i on s  f rom you r 
Lecturer s ,  (not to mention other things)  which you 
know a re  ver y  generous  in  th i s  Ci ty,  and  in  some 
other par ts of the Kingdom, (and who can wonder if
  we
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we shou ld )  wou ld  you  no t  f ee l  i t ?  Or,  shou ld  we 
upon  a l l  Occa s ion s  d imin i sh  and  unde r va lue  you , 
should we smoother our Respect for you, and be back- 
ward to joyn with you, in what might manifest ly be 
for the good of the Publick, for fear of being thought 
t oo  much  t o  E s t e em and  F avou r  you ;  s hou l d  we 
Sacr if ice you (what in us lay,) tho’ we knew your Fi- 
delity to the common Interest, to such as neither va- 
lu ’d  you nor  u s ,  nor  would  do any  th ing  even for 
the  publ i ck  Sa f e ty,  bu t  ju s t  i n  the i r  own way ;  o r 
should we run the f ar ther from you, the nearer you 
approach’d  to  us ,  and Condemn you for  not  doing 
what you were not convinc’d is  Lawful,  because you 
were free to go as far as you could perceive you Law- 
ful ly might,  and express  your Char i ty in a way that 
was manifes t ly against  your Interes t ;  would you not 
Cr y  ou t  upon  u s  a s  ve r y  un re a sonab l e ?  And  why 
then wil l  you not g ive your selves leave to consider, 
what  we may jus t ly  th ink of  such Car r iage a s  th i s , 
i n  you  toward s  u s ?  Tho ’ the re  i s  a  d i f f e rence  be- 
tween Super ior s  and Infer ior s ,  ye t  the  for mer  may 
know that  what  in the la t ter  would to them appear 
Insolent, and Ar rogant, and Intolerable, would to the 
lat ter f rom the for mer be very Grat ing and Gal l ing, 
and apt  to  exa spera te.  And i t  i s .  a  Thought  tha t  I 
conce ive  i s  ve r y  f i t  to  be  en te r t a in ’d ,  even  where 
there is the greatest Distance.

6 .  M a y  n o t  G O D  j u s t l y  b r i n g  t h e i r  o w n 
u p o n  yo u ?  A n d  m ay  H e  n o t  t h e  r a t h e r  h a s t e n 
them, for  your taking Methods to escape them that 
bear  hard  upon your  Bre th r en?  I s  not  tha t  an  a f f e- 
c t ing Threatn ing,  which we meet  wi th in  the ver y 
Ve r s e  b e f o r e  my  Te x t ?  I  a l s o ,  s ay s  G O D,  c h o o s e 
t h e i r  De lu s i on ,  and  w i l l  b r i n g  t h e i r  Fea r s  upon  th em . 
And may not  th i s  be your ver y Case Have you any 
secur i ty  tha t  i t  won’t ?  Did nor  the  J ews  plead fear 
o f  the  Romans  when they  put  our  Lord  to  Dea th? 
Did they not declare,  that  they did i t  to prevent an 
Inva s ion?  But  were  they  eve r  the  f a r the r  f rom i t ? 
Nay,  d id  they  not  ha s ten  i t  upon themse lve s ?  And 
was it nor the more terrible when it came?

Such Thoughts as these might have so good a ten- 
dency, if they were but ser iously pursu’d, that I must 
confess, I han’t the Hear t to beg pardon for the free-
  dom
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dom of  them. I  had not  s t a r ted them, i f  I  had not 
thought  i t  my Duty.  But  without  f ar ther  in larg ing, 
I now go on,

II. To suggest somewhat that may deserve the Con- 
s idera t ion o f  such a s  u s ’d  to  Wor sh ip  GOD among 
the Dissenters ,  but now for sake us, and wholly f al l  in 
with the Establish’d Church, to save themselves from 
Con t emp t  a nd  Ha z a rd .  Su ch  a s  you  a re ,  may  b e 
assur’d, that we can dispence with your absence from, 
our Assemblies without regretting the loss of you, pro- 
vided you your selves are gainer s in the Issue. If  the 
step you have taken, will bear your sober Reflection, 
and prove for  your  rea l  Advantage,  may you go on 
and prosper.  So wel l  do we love you, that  we hear- 
t i ly  wi sh ,  tha t  you may f ind the  Way you have ta- 
ken  to  be  fo r  your  re a l  Ed i f i c a t ion ;  and  tha t  you 
may more t remble at  the Word o f  God ,  and have more 
o f  h i s  P re sence,  and  more  Acqua in t ance  wi th  rea l 
Vital  Relig ion, and more of a true Catholick Spir it , 
than ever  you had whi le  you were  among us .  Thi s 
i s  what we for your sakes should hear t i ly rejoyce in 
tho’ I  must  confes s ,  a s  f a r  a s  pas t  Observat ions  can 
help us to form a Judgment, we see but litt le Reason 
to expect i t .  For tho’ we han’t  the least  Doubt,  but 
that there are among those who have been bred up in 
the  Way o f  the  Chur c h  o f  Eng l and ,  a  number  o f  a s 
Good Chr i s t ians ,  and as  Pious  Per sons  a s  any upon 
Ear th; yet we can seldom f ind that such as have been 
s t r i c t l y  educa ted  among the  Dis s en t e r s ,  upon the i r 
going a f te rwards  over  to  the  Establ i sh ’d  Chur c h ,  do 
g row bet ter  Chr i s t i ans  than they were  be fore.  And 
because th i s  i s  not  ver y common, and we have had 
mult iply’d Instances to the contrary, we think i t  the 
more  becomes  you your  se lve s  wi th  Sober nes s  and 
Impar t ia l i ty  to cons ider  the Pr inc ip le  whence your 
Change proceeded, that you may see whether no Se- 
cu lar  Views had an undue hand in  i t ;  and whether 
what you have done, be f it to be persisted in. It may 
be  wor th  your  whi le  to  cons ider  wi th  your  se lve s , 
how l i t t l e  Demas  o r  h i s  Companions  ga in ’d ,  when 
they forsook  the Apostle Paul ,  for the Love of this pre- 
s en t  Wor ld ;  and how sor r y  an Exchange they made. 
But if upon Inquiry, you are satisfy’d in the Grounds
  upon
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upon  wh ich  you  have  p roceeded ,  and  c an  an swer 
for your Conduct at  the Bar of Consience now, and 
a t  the  Bar  o f  GOD herea f ter ;  ye t  g ive  me leave in 
the  Sp i r i t  o f  Meekne s s  t o  admon i sh  you ,  to  t ake 
heed of running too f ar  f rom those whom you have 
quitted, and of doing things out of a Spir it of Oppo- 
s i t ion.  Beware of  that  which has  been the Snare of 
many New Converts; be afraid of being draw a into Fits 
of fur ious and bitter Zeal against those whom you have 
lef t ,  to sat i s fy those whom you are gone over to,  of 
your  Hea r t ine s s  i n  the i r  In t e re s t .  Such  F l ames  o f 
Zeal ,  have in the Case of many prov’d most misera- 
ble  Wi ld- f i re.  Be content  wi th  be ing Pas s ive  for  a 
whi le  a t  lea s t .  Ben’t  has t i ly  drawn in to be Act ive, 
a g a in s t  t ho s e  whom you  know,  ( i f  you  know any 
th ing  o f  t hem)  to  be  de s i rou s  t o  s e r ve  GOD ac - 
co rd i ng  t o  t h e i r  Con s i en c e s .  Tho ’ you  h ave  d e - 
fer red us,  yet I  beseech you don’t Hate  us.  Remem- 
ber  tha t  Tr ue  Re l ig ion  a l lows  no  such  th ing ,  and 
Pure  Rel ig ion o f  a l l  th ings  l ea s t  needs  i t ;  and the 
Practise of i t  wil l  have no g reat tendency to recom- 
mend the Way you have taken, to observant Specta- 
tor s .  Speak nothing but  Truth of  us ,  and what  you 
have seen and obser v ’d  among us ;  or  e l se,  you not 
only won’t do us Just ice,  but you wil l  but i l l  secure 
your own Credi tor  Usefulness .  Be ra ther  Advocates 
for us, as you have oppor tunity, than forward to take 
p leasure in misrepresent ing us ,  which would di sco- 
ve r  bu t  a n  i l l  S p i r i t ,  a nd  y i e l d  you  l i t t l e  Com- 
for t upon Reflection. Think soberly and calmly with 
your selves, what a Wound is g iven to Chr istian Cha- 
r i ty,  by the Car r iage of  tha t  Chur c h ,  which cannot 
reckon itsel f  secure unless a l l  in any Places of Prof it 
and Trust  have her par t icular  Mark upon them; and 
is at the same time, too apt to be satisfy’d with that, 
tho’ there be nothing of Chr ist ianity but the Name. 
Ben ’t  too  fo rward  in  commending  and  app l aud ing 
that Church that can be easy, while known Deists , So- 
c i n i an s ,  Ar r i an s ,  and  even  such  a s  a re  g ro s ly  Lewd 
and Prof ane,  have  P lace s  in  the i r  Pos se s s ion ;  or  a t 
least can reckon itself safe, tho’ they are not incapaci- 
tated and Disabled from holding Places;  but reckons 
i t s e l f  in  danger  o f  be ing  over th rown,  i f  Dis s en t e r s 
should not be incapable of any Places,  tho’ they are
 F ever
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ever so sound in the Fai th,  or ever so exemplary in 
the i r  L ives  and Prac t i se.  Take heed o f  incourag ing 
any  th ing  o f  th i s  k ind ,  and  o f  imb ib ing  f rom the 
Church which you have fallen in with any of that nar- 
rowness  and unchar i tableness  of  Spir i t ,  which when 
i t  i s  sober ly ref lected on, wi l l  appear rea l  matter  of 
Shame and which all will actually be asham’d of , when 
that Catholick Spir it comes to be diffus’d through the 
Chr i s t ian Church,  which we are wai t ing,  and pray- 
ing, and hoping, and longing for. And now,

III .  I  shal l  with yet more freedom, and Closeness , 
and Par t icu la r i ty,  t ake occas ion f rom the Premise s , 
to Address myself to such as are determin’d to conti- 
nue Proteftant Dissenters, (as long as there is occasion 
for it) whatsoever their being so may expose them to. 
And the Advice  tha t  I  would hence recommend to 
them, is this:

1.  Take  Care  tha t  you be  Consc ien t ious  in  your 
Dissent; and yet don’t place the main of Relig ion in 
i t .  I f  you don’t  Di s sent  Consc ient ious ly,  i t  wi l l  be 
hard for  you to  bear  to  be  ha t ed ,  and c a s t  ou t ,  and 
kept out, and despis’d and reproach’d because of your 
Dis sent ing,  And yet  i t  i s  ev ident ,  That  i t  i s  a  ver y 
poss ible thing,  for Per sons to be Hated ,  and cas t  out 
by Bre thren  fo r  God’s  Name ’s  s ak e ,  and  meet  wi th 
Hardships  for  not  complying with those who think 
they have a Right to g ive Measures to others, and yet 
be s tranger s  to that Character which i s  g iven in my 
Text, of the Persons whom God accepts and approves, 
and wi l l  appear  for.  Men may su f fe r  for  Non-con- 
for mity,  and yet  not t r emble  a t  the  Word o f  God ,  and 
be s t ranger s  to  rea l  Rel ig ion.  But  th i s  i s  what  you 
should  dread the  thought s  o f ;  and i f  you have  any 
thing of a r ight Spir i t  in you, you must and wil l  do 
so ;  you cannot  he lp  i t .  Tho’ i t  i s  su f f i c ien t ly  ev i- 
den t  f rom Sc r ip tu re,  tha t  our  Lord  ha s  no t  g iven 
any of  hi s  Servants  a  Right to impose a  Yoke upon 
the  Necks  o f  the i r  Bre thren,  and you there fore  do 
well to refuse to submit to any; yet if you think that 
such a Refusa l ,  and your therein act ing Right ,  wi l l 
make the lea s t  Compensa t ion for  Mora l  I r regular i- 
t ies ,  for  any defects  in those Things in which Vita l 
Re l ig ion l i e s ,  you impose  upon your  se lve s  in  the 
grossest manner that could be conceiv’d.
  2. Ben’t
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2 .  B e n ’t  m ov ’d  by  C l a m o u r s  a n d  R e p ro a c h e s , 
whi l s t  you are  sa t i s f ied you are  in the way of  your 
Duty.  Remember that  St .  Paul  was  to ld where-ever 
he came, that  Bonds and Af f l i c t i ons  d id  ab ide  h im ,  or  
wai t  for  him. But ,  says  he,  none o f  the se  th ings  move 
me. It should be the same also with us, when once we 
have f ix ’d  our  Pr inc ip le s  upon so l id  Grounds :  And 
to prevent any undue Commotion,  we should think 
of ten of  those a f fect ing Words of  our Bles sed Savi- 
ou r ;  Who s o e v e r  s h a l l  b e  a s h am ’d  o f  m e,  a n d  o f  my 
Words,  in th i s  adul t e rous  and s in fu l  Genera t ion,  o f  h im 
also shal l  the Son of Man be asham’d when he cometh in 
the Glory of his Father, with the Holy Angels.

3.  L ive  in  hope of  GOD’s  appear ing in  your  Fa- 
vour,  i f  you  f a i th fu l l y  pe r s i s t  i n  the  way  o f  your 
Duty.  Let  not the Boast s  or Tr iumphs of  your Ene- 
mie s  t e r r i fy  or  s ink  you.  Be  not  d i shea r ten ’d ,  but 
pu t  you r  Tr u s t  i n  GOD.  Be  no t  a f ra i d  o f  e v i l  T i - 
dings ;  but let your Hear ts be f ixed, t rust ing in the Lord. 
As  f a r  a s  your  Case  an swer s  tha t  in  the  Text ,  you 
may comfor tably Hope, That there wil l  be a Divine 
Appearance in your Favour, sooner or later, notwith- 
s t and ing  tha t  you  have  no  such  expre s s  pa r t i cu l a r 
Promise of it as is here given.

And that  I  may g ive you what  Ass i s tance I  am a- 
ble,  a s  to thi s ,  in a  nar row Compass ,  I  sha l l  br ie f ly 
enquire into Three Things, and see.

1.  Upon what such a Hope and Expectat ion,  may 
in the Case of Conscientious Protestant Dissenters , be 
safely bottom’d.

2. How such a Hope and Expectation in their Case 
should be guarded or l imited, so as  to be kept from 
being irregular or exorbitant. And,

3. How they should car ry it in the mean time, and 
whi le  the i r  Hope i s  de fe r red ,  and GODs appea r ing 
in their Favour is delay’d.

1.  Then, Let us see upon what such an Hope and 
Expectation, in the Case of Protestant Dissenters , may 
be sa fe ly  bot tom’d.  Al l  tha t  I  pre tend to  a f f i r m i s , 
tha t  they may upon good g rounds  Hope that  GOD 
wil l  appear  for them, and that so as shal l  be to their 
g rea t  J oy ,  and  the  Shame  o f  those  who have  t aken
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the  mos t  p l e a su re  in  In su l t i ng  them,  and  bea r ing 
Hard upon them. And I think I may war rantably in- 
fer  i t  f rom the Premises  which have been advanc’d. 
Howeve r,  I  don ’t  much  que s t i on ,  bu t  t h a t  you ’ l l 
mee t  wi th  many  who wi l l  be  fo rward  to  a rgue  a - 
ga in s t  any  such  Expec ta t ion .  I  sha l l  the re fore  ju s t 
g ive you an Hint of some things which I apprehend 
will support and warrant such an Expectation. And,

1. The f ir s t  thing which I would here have consi- 
der ’d ,  i s  the  ut ter  Unwar ranrablenes s  o f  nar rowing 
t h e  Te r m s  o f  Ch r i s t i a n  Commun i o n .  S ome  a re  i n 
s t r ange  Confu s ion  about  th i s  Mat t e r :  They  e i the r 
can ’t  or  won’t  d i s t ingui sh  be tween f ix ing  Circum- 
stances ,  the f ixing which i s  so necessar y,  that  with- 
out  they are some way or  other  f ix ’d .  Divine Wor- 
ship can’t be kept up, and the making Terms of  Com- 
munion , of such things as are not truly needful to the 
regular  or  order ly  Management  of  Divine Wor ship, 
nor  can in  the lea s t  promote the Ends  of  Wor ship, 
and  wh ich  the  Grea t  Law-g ive r  ha s  g iven  none  a 
Right  or  War rant  to  impose.  But  tho’ Men should 
unhappi ly confound these Things in their  Thoughts 
and Discour se,  yet  they are in rea l i ty widely di f fer- 
en t .  The  mak ing  New Ter ms  o f  Chr i s t i an  Commu- 
n i o n ,  o r  n a r row ing  t ho s e  Te r ms  wh i ch  ou r  Lo rd 
h imse l f  ha s  f i x ’d ,  i s  wha t  the  Word  o f  GOD ver y 
f re e l y  dec l a re s  a g a in s t .  I t  i s  wha t  t he  Honour  o f 
CHRIST,  a s  K i ng  i n  h i s  Chu rch ,  i s  ve r y  n e a r l y 
concern’d in: And it  i s  the evident Unjust i f iableness 
of this, that I take to be a main Pr inciple of Consci- 
entious Non-conformity .  This is  the Pr inciple that the 
Old  Pur i t an s ,  and  We,  en t i re ly  ag ree  in ;  tho ’ they 
were many of them dispos’d, it  must be confess’d, to 
f a r the r  Compl i ance s  w i th  the  Na t iona l  E s t ab l i sh - 
m e n t ,  t h a n  m a ny  o f  u s  a r e  n ow  f r e e  t o ;  h av i n g 
more  hopes  o f  a  f a r ther  Refor mat ion by  Consent , 
than we can now see g rounds for, when things seem 
f ix’d for Perpetuity; and al l  the Bar s that may be are 
laid in the Way of any Alterations and Amendments, 
tho’ they should be ever so needful. And this Pr inci- 
p le  that  the Terms o f  Communion  are  not  to be nar- 
row’d, i s  so truly Scr iptural ,  and so ag reeable to the 
Nature  o f  Chr i s t i an i ty,  which was  not  in tended to 
be a Topical  and National Relig ion, l ike that of the
  Jews,
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J ew s,  but  wa s  de s ign ’d  fo r  a  Re l ig ion  than  shou ld 
obta in Univer sa l ly ;  tha t  tho’ i t  has  been long con- 
re l ied,  yet  He that  hath a l l  a long,  f i r s t  or  l a s t ,  ap- 
pear’d for his own Truths in his Church, when there 
has been a Debate about them, wil l  in al l  probabil i- 
ty remarkably clear this, before the Conceit comes to 
an End. Withal,

2.  The usual  Method of Divine Providence in ap- 
pear ing  in Favour of  any People,  deserves a l so to be 
here  cons ide r ’d .  Whosoever  wi l l  t ake  the  Pa in s  to 
t race the Methods of  Divine Providence may eas i ly 
be able to Observe, That i t  has been common with. 
GOD to  a pp e a r  f o r  h i s  S e r van t s ,  when  they  h ave 
been  in  the  lowes t  Ci rcums tance s ,  and  when they 
tha t  bore  hard upon them, were  most  conf ident  o f 
c a r r y ing  the i r  Po in t ,  and  su re s t  o f  Succe s s .  Then 
f rom the Beg inning has  a  remarkable  Appea ran c e  of 
GOD in  Favour  o f  any,  mos t  u sua l l y  been  a f fo rd- 
ed; then has i t  been most taken Notice of ;  then has 
it been most for the Honour of God; and then has it 
also made the most lasting Impressions, and been im- 
prov’d to the serving of the best Purposes. And farther;

3.  The f lour i shing State of  the Church of  Chr i s t , 
that  we may I  think upon good Grounds apprehend 
i s  now approaching,  deserves  a l so to be cons ider ’d- 
We  h ave  a  g e n e r a l  E x p e c t a t i o n  o f  t h e  R u i n  o f 
the Kingdom, and the f ina l  Per iod of  the Reign of 
Ant i c h r i s t ;  t h e  f a l l  o f  Baby l o n ;  t h e  Conve r s i on  o f 
the  J ews ;  and a  more  g lor ious  S ta te  o f  the  Church 
o f  CHRIST  he re  upon  E a r t h ,  t h an  h a s  eve r  ye t 
been seen or known, and I think the Word of GOD 
g ives suff icient g round for such an Expectation: And 
according to those Calculations which appear the best 
and the most  probable,  we cannot  now be ver y f a r 
from those Times. When they come, they’l l  be emi- 
nen t  and  remarkabl e  fo r  Pur i t y,  and  an  Unive r s a l 
Char ity, not conf in’d to par ticular Modes of Worship 
or  Pa r t i e s  o f  Men.  When the se  Times  sha l l  come, 
none that t remble at the Word of God ,  will be hated by 
any of their Brethren, or cast out for God’s Name’s sake, 
bu t  a l l  s u ch  d iv id ing  Way s  and  Method s ,  w i l l  b e 
abhor r ’d ,  and  the  ma t t e r  o f  Shame .  And  the  more 
Reason We upon search can f ind,  to apprehend We 
are upon the Borders of those Times, the more ground
  may
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may such Dissenters as are Conscientious have to Hope 
that GOD will appear to their Joy , and in such a man- 
ner as that they that have born them the most Ill-will, 
upon the account  of  the i r  s teady Adherence to the 
Word o f  God ,  sha l l  be asham’d of treat ing them with 
so much Contempt. Let me now,

3. Shew you how such a hope and expectat ion, in 
the  Ca se  o f  the  Pe r son s  o f  whom I  am speak ing , 
shou ld  be  guarded or  l imi ted ,  tha t  i t  may  be  kept 
f rom be ing  I r regu l a r  and  Exo rb i t an t ,  And  he re  I 
desire that such things as these may be observ’d.

They  h ave  no  g round  to  be  Po s i t ive,  a s  t o  t he 
pa r t i cu l a r  way  o f  GOD’s  app e a r i n g .  He  can  app e a r 
and exer t  hi s  Power in a  g reat  Var iety of  Ways and 
Methods that shal l  ef fectual ly reach his End. He can 
make use of  Ins t ruments ,  or  Act  without them. He 
can  make s t rong and sudden Impre s s ions  upon the 
Minds  o f  Men,  the  E f f ec t s  o f  which  sha l l  be  ve r y 
vis ible,  tho’ the way of producing those Impress ions 
sha l l  be  a l toge the r  unde se r nabl e.  He  can  p roduce 
Convictions by the methods of his Providence, abate 
Prejudices ,  g ive Light ,  pour for th hi s  Spir i t ,  widen 
Mens nar row Minds ,  and mel low thei r  Hear t s  wi th 
Love, and cure them of their Self ishness and Stiffness 
by gentle Methods:  Or, He can work upon them by 
down  r i gh t  Nece s s i t y,  wh i ch  i s  t h e  on l y  way  i n 
wh i ch  s ome  a re  t o  b e  conv in c ’d .  We  shou l d  no t 
pretend in the least: to Dictate to GOD as to the Way 
and Method,  bur should leave that  ent i re ly to him; 
and be satisf ied and contented, yea, and thankful too, 
i f  He  a p p e a r s  i n  ou r  F avou r  i n  one  way  o r  ano - 
ther.

2.  Neither have they any g round for Posi t iveness , 
a s  t o  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  T ime  o f  GOD’s  a p p e a r i n g .  I 
can’t  perce ive they have any cer ta in  War rant  to  go 
upon in  pos i t ive ly  Say ing ,  How soon such  an  Ap- 
pearance  wil l  be afforded, or how long it  may be de- 
fe r r ’d .  GOD’s  Time,  a s  wel l  a s  h i s  Way,  i s  the  f i t - 
t e s t  and  be s t .  So re  Tr ya l s ,  may  fo r  any  th ing  we 
know,  go  be fo re  i t :  Pe rhap s  a s  g re a t  a s  have  eve r 
been  met  w i th  ye t ,  i f  no t  g re a t e r.  Nay,  they  may 
be necessary to usher in and pave the Way for the great 
th ing s  which  GOD in tends  to  E f f ec t :  But  be  tha t 
a s  i t  w i l l  a t  GOD’s  own  T ime ;  a t  t h e  T ime  th a t
  He
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He hath appointed,  He wi l l  appea r ;  and i t  becomes 
us to wait with Patience in Expectation of it.

They  h ave  no  n e ed  t o  b e  p a r t i c u l a r  a s  t o  t h e 
deg ree of  Shame that  they sha l l  be under,  that  have 
appeared against them, and hated them, and cast them 
ou t .  The magni fy ing o f  tha t ,  or  so  much a s  in  our 
Thoughts,  desir ing that i t  should be magnif ied, may 
discover a Vindictiveness of Spir it, which is very un- 
becoming, and ought to be carefully watch’d against. 
’Tis  enough i f  instead of just i fying themselves here, 
and Act ing as  i f  they would do i t  a t  GOD’s  Tr ibu- 
na l  too,  they  a re  brought  publ ick ly,  and genera l ly, 
a n d  i n  a  B o d y,  t o  ow n  t h a t  t h e y  we r e  i n  t h e 
wrong; and to be free and ready for a Brotherly Co- 
a l i t ion  and Union upon rea sonable  Ter ms ;  I  mean 
such  Ter ms  a s  sha l l  l e ave  none  tha t  t r embl e  a t  t h e 
Word  o f  God ,  any  cau se  to  compla in  tha t  they  a re 
bo r n  Ha rd  upon .  Th i s  i s  enough  to  shew GOD’s 
Favour,  and to prevent a  retur n ro the l ike Fol l ies- 
afterwards,  which are the main things that in such a 
Case are to be desir ’d, and on which the stress  i s  to 
be laid.

And with such Limitat ions  a s  these,  I  think Con- 
s c i en t ious  Pro te s tant  Dis sente r s ,  may ver y war rantably 
cher i sh a  genera l  Expectat ion and Hope,  that  GOD 
wi l l  appear  to thei r  Joy,  and to the Shame of  the i r 
Ang r y  Bre thren  tha t  have  Actcd  so  unbecoming ly. 
And now.

Last ly ,  1’11 shew you, how the Dissenters  ought to 
car r y i t  in the mean t ime,  and whi le  their  Hope i s 
de fer red ,  and GOD’s  appea r ing  for  them i s  de lay ’d . 
Such a s  would  approve  themse lve s  to  GOD, ought 
a t  a l l  t imes  to  s tudy,  and mind ,  and prac t i s e  the i r 
pre sent  Duty.  I  t ake  th i s  to  be  the  Grea t  Concer n 
o f  Di s s e n t i n g  P r o t e s t a n t s ,  a s  s uch ,  i n  the  Junc tu re 
we  a re  now in .  Ju s t l y  enough  may  they,  w i th  the 
Prophet,  ca l l  this  a c loudy and a dark Day .  However, 
l e t  them mind and do the i r  Duty,  and they ’ l l  have 
Peace,  and  be  p repa r ’d  fo r  a l l  Even t s ;  and  a t  t ime 
o f  E v e n i n g ,  i t  may  b e  l i g h t .  L e t  t h em  bu t  f o l l ow 
such  Di rec t ions  a s  I  have  to  recommend to  them, 
and  they  may  s a f e ly  l e ave  the  I s sue  to  GOD; tha t 
GOD, who knows the  end f rom the beg inning ,  and has 
often declar’d it.
  1. Let
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1.  Le t  u s  bow down under  the  Hand o f  the  A l- 
mighty,  and car r y  in  wi th Submis s ion to Him, and 
c r y  ou t  w i th  the  Church  o f  o ld ,  wi l l  b e a r  t h e  I n - 
dignation of the Lord, bccause we have sinned against him . 
We should careful ly recol lect our Sins and Miscar r i- 
ages, as having more reason to be concern’d for them 
than for  a l l  the  I l l -wi l l  and  Hea t  o f  our  Enemie s . 
I t  l i t t le  becomes us  to pretend to excuse our se lves ; 
for even we have sinned against the LORD in a pro- 
voking manner,  and He i s  Ang r y with us .  We have 
not duly improv’d the many Year s Liber ty which we 
h ave  en j oy ’d .  We  h ave  b e en  s e cu re  a nd  wan ton , 
and capt ious,  and quar re l some, and have very much 
lost our f ir st Love; and as for that Zeal that was dis- 
cernable under former Hardships, it  is  now but rare- 
ly to be met with. We are g rown too like the rest of 
the World in Vanity, and come not up to the str ict- 
ness our Progenitors in Morality and Piety. Our Enc- 
mies freely upbraid us with this upon Occasion, and it 
i s  a  vain thing for us to pretend to deny or pal l ia te 
i t ;  i t  i s  evident,  there i s  too much Truth in i t .  This 
is the Cause of the Wrath against us from the LORD. 
And it is this that has g iven our Angry Brethren their 
main Advantage against  us.  This loudly cal l s  to Hu- 
mi l i a t i on .  I t  becomes  u s  to  t ake  wa r n ing ,  and  to 
do  ou r  f i r s t  Work s ,  l ea s t  th i s  be  but  an  in le t  to  ye t 
more severe Methods of Discipline.

2. The Dissenters should not only car ry it with Sub- 
mi s s ion  toward s  GOD, but  a l so  wi th  Pa t i ence  and 
Meeknes s  towards  Men.  Let  them take heed of  be- 
ing sowr’d and exasperated,  which i s  not capable of 
doing any Kindness ,  but  may do much Mischie f .  I t 
i s  a  ver y poss ible  th ing to see that  in the Car r iage 
of  other s  that  i s  ver y ga l l ing and g rat ing,  and shew 
that we are not senseless,  and yet check any Resent- 
ment  tha t  i s  unbecoming :  And so  to  do  would  be 
the  wi se s t ,  and bes t ,  and sa fe s t  Method.  We ought 
not to be exasperated against our Ruler s.  We should 
bles s  GOD that  they cont inue our Liber ty,  and en- 
deavour,  to car r y  i t  in  such a  manner,  a s  that  they 
may be a lways  incourag’d to do so;  and never  have 
any the leas t  inducement to go about to abr idge us 
of  i t .  We should not  be exaspera ted aga ins t  for mer 
F r i end s ,  who  may  have  su f f i c i en t  Oppor tun i t y  to
  Repent

Mic. vii.9.

Revel. ii. 
5.



 to Protestant Dissenters. 41

Repent at leisure, or their forwarding in haste, what 
may  pe rhap s  be  a s  g re a t  a  Damage  to  the  fu l l  t o 
themse lve s  a s  to  us .  Upon th i s  Account ,  they  may 
deserve our Pi ty.  What could we gain by Invect ives 
aga ins t  them? Wc might  poss ibly  g rat i fy  their  Ene- 
m i e s  and  ou r s ;  bu t  I  c anno t  s e e  t h a t  t h a t  wou ld 
make our Burden a jot the more light, our Case at all 
the better, or our Remedy the more easy, Should we 
be so set  against  them as  to be backward to concur 
with them upon occasion for a Common Good; would 
not that be to seek to Revenge our selves at the Ex- 
pence  o f  the  publ ick?  We should  not  contemn the 
p r iv i l ege s  we  have,  because  we can ’t  have  a l l  tha t 
we  may  th ink  de s i r ab l e,  o r  reckon we might  have 
re a s on  enough  t o  h ave  c xpe c t ed .  I f  even  i n  ou r 
present Circumistances,  we are capable of doing any 
Service to our Country in the Choice of Magistrates, 
or of Representative, upon occasion, let us not al low 
our se lves  su l lenly to s i t  s t i l l ,  because we have been 
born hard on; for what were this, but to let our Re- 
sentments run so f ar  as  to cause us to take our Re- 
venge upon ourselves, and upon the Publick, which is 
a  thing that  would but i l l  become Men of  Thought 
and Sense. Neither should we be exasperated against 
the  Body of  our  Bre th r en ,  tho’ they have dea l t  un- 
kindly by us .  We should posses s  our  Souls  in Pat ience 
and  Peace ;  and a s  our  Lord  h imse l f  d id  be fore  u s , 
commit our Cause to God, that judgeth righteously.

3.  Le t  u s  s t i l l  exe rc i s e  Cha r i t y  and  a  becoming 
Tender nes s .  Tho’ I  don’t  see  tha t  i t  would become 
us  any  longer  to  exerc i se  ac tua l  Communion wi th 
them, while they persist in putting so unkind and un- 
brother ly  an  In ter pre ta t ion upon tha t  Prac t i se,  ye t 
l e t  u s  s t i l l  Love  them a s  Bre th r en ;  and be  ready  to 
come into a closer Union with them than ever, when 
they appear  di spos ’d for  i t .  Let  us  upon a l l  Occas i- 
on s  dec l a re  ou r  re ad ine s s  t o  coa l e s c e  w i th  them, 
whenever they’ l l  be f ree to admit  a l l  that  t r emble  a t 
God’s Word ,  without cast ing out any which that orders 
to  be  rece iv ’d  and  imbrac ’d .  Le t  u s  no t  wh i l e  we 
complain of them, take Example of them, and do as 
they.  Let  u s  not  th ink tha t  the i r  break ing in  upon 
the Communion o f  Saint s  one way, wil l  just i fy us for 
doing i t  in  another  way.  Let  us  not  so  much s tudy
 G to

Luke xxi. 
19.
1 Pet. ii. 
23.



42 Comfort and Counsel 

to be even with them, as  in Brother ly Love to out- 
do them. Let  us  p i ty  them for  being Member s  of  a 
Church  that  has  so l i t t le  Char i ty :  Reckoning that  i t 
wi l l  much more  become us  to  p i ty,  than  to  in su l t 
t h em .  L e t  u s  r e t u r n  t h em  Love  f o r  Ha t re d ;  a nd 
not  be  ove r come o f  Evi l ;  bu t  ove r come Evi l  wi th  Good . 
And ye le t  us  make a  d i f ference between some and 
o the r s  among  them;  be tween  such  a s  he a r t i l y  l a - 
ment, and such as justify as f ar as in them lies, those 
r igorous and severe Methods,  which to us appear to 
be so Unbrotherly.

4 .  Let  us  car r y  i t  wi th Courage and Magnanimi- 
ty; so as to shew that we are not Dispir ited nor De- 
jected,  and that  we nei ther Dis trust  our Cause,  nor 
ou r  GOD.  The  more  we  appe a r  D i s cou r ag ’d ,  t h e 
more  wi l l  some Tr iumph.  Let  us  not  tha t  way im- 
bolden them. I f  they have Power  on thei r  s ide,  and 
tha t  puf f s  them up;  Je t  us  Act  a s  i t  becomes  those 
that are on the side of Truth  and Char ity ;  which may 
ju s t ly  g ive  Courage  and keep us  f rom be ing a f r a id 
of looking any Man in the Face.

5.  Le t  u s  c a r r y  w i th  S t e ad f a s tne s s  and  F ide l i t y. 
We are never l ike to gain by yielding, as long as we 
have to do with Persons that Act as if they were pos- 
s e s s ’d  o f  an  Abso lu te  In f a l l i b i l i t y.  Le t  u s  s t and  to 
our  P r inc ip l e s ,  wh ich  a re  fo r  Sc r ip tu r a l  Ter ms  o f 
Communion,  and an extens ive Char i ty,  and aga ins t 
c a s t i n g  ou t  any  whom GOD i s  ready  to  accept  and 
own: And yet let us refuse nothing that either Truth 
or pur ity wil l  a l low of; for our Pr inciples wil l  there 
be a r  u s  ou r,  w i thou t  ou r  be ing  j u s t l y  l i ab l e  t o  a 
Charge of warping.

6 .  Let  us  car r y  i t  wi th  Prudence,  and endeavour 
to behave our selves wisely. Let us walk c i r cumspect ly ; 
resolving with the Apostle, that it shall be our Endea- 
vour to give no Offence, neither to the Jews, nor to to the 
Gentiles, nor to the Church of God. As for us in us lies, let 
us l ive peaceably with al l  Men .  And let us therefore be 
the more caut ious ,  because we may be as sur ’d ,  that 
we have those that watch for our halting.

I n  s h o r t :  L e t  u s  b e  m o re  c a r e f u l  o f  o u r  C a r - 
r i a g e  n ow  t h a n  e ve r .  L e t  u s  b e h ave  o u r  s e l ve s 
h u m b l y  a n d  s u b m i s s i ve l y  t owa rd s  G O D,  b ow i n g 
down under  h i s  Hand,  and owning the Righteous-
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nes s  o f  h i s  Dea l ings .  Let  us  car r y  i t  to  our  Ruler s 
w i th  humble  Re spec t ,  and  p r ay  hea r t i l y  t o  GOD 
for them, even when they bear the hardest upon us. 
Le t  u s  behave  our  s e l ve s  reward  e ach  o the r,  w i th 
more Love and Tenderness ,  and with more Freedom 
and openess than ever : st ir r ing up one another to be 
more ser ious in Relig ion, and more attentive to listen 
to Divine Calls .  Let us be the more studious of each 
o t h e r s  We l f a r e ,  by  how  much  t h e  h a rd e r  o t h e r s 
bear  upon us ;  and be  more  Watchfu l  than ever,  a- 
ga ins t  Divi s ions ,  and Grudges ,  and Hear t-bur nings , 
and l i t t le  Piques and Animosi t ies  among our se lves . 
Le t  u s  c a r r y  i t  Cha r i t ab l y  t owa rd s  ou r  B re th ren , 
in  the  mid s t  o f  a l l  the i r  Unk indne s s ;  and  t ake  a l l 
proper and f i t t ing Ways,  to shew that we bear them 
an hear ty  Good-wi l l ,  tho’ we are  g r iev ’d  tha t  they 
Hate  u s ,  and tha t ,  a s  f a r  a s  we can judge,  wi thout 
C a u s e .  L e t  u s  c a r r y  i t  w i t h  Te n d e r n e s s  t owa rd s 
tho se  who  now de se r t  u s ,  p i t y ing  them tha t  they 
should meet with such pressing Temptations, without 
i n s u l t i n g  t h e m .  L e t  u s  G ove r n  a n d  M a n a g e  o u r 
se lve s  wi th  Prudence,  and wai t  wi th  Pa t ience,  and 
be much in Prayer,  which the Circumstances we are 
in,  pecul iar ly  ca l l  for,  and we may sa fe ly and com- 
f o r t a b l y  d e p e n d  u p o n  G O D,  a n d  a p p l y  t o  o u r 
se lves  such Scr iptures  a s  these ;  Then sha l l  thy  Ligh t 
break for th as the Morning, and thine Health shal l spr ing 
for th speedi ly: and thy Righteousness shal l go before thee, 
a nd  t h e  G l o r y  o f  t h e  LORD sh a l l  b e  t hy  Re r ewa rd . 
And, he shal l  br ing for th thy Righteousness as the Light, 
and  t hy  Judgmen t  a s  t h e  Noon -day .  And  th i s  in  the 
Tex t ,  He sha l l  a pp e a r  t o  you r  J oy,  and  t h ey  s ha l l  b e 
ashamed.
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Advertisment.
WH E R E A S  i t  h a s  b e e n  t h e  D e s i r e  o f  m a ny  t h a t 

h ave  p u r c h a s ’d  T h e  A b r i d g m e n t  o f  M r .  B a x t e r ’ s 
Hi s t o r y  o f  h i s  L i f e  and  T ime s ,  tha t  the  Addi t ions  to  the 
Se c ond  Ed i t i on  o f  tha t  Work ,  wh ich  i s  in t ended ,  migh t 
be so manag’d a s  that  they might  be purchas ’d  separa te- 
l y ; t h e i r  De s i re  a s  f a r  a s  i t  wa s  p r a c t i c ab l e  h ad  b e en 
re ad i l y  comp ly ’d  w i th ,  h ad  i t  no t  b een  though t  more 
l i ke l y  t o  g ive  Gene r a l  S a t i s f a c t i on ,  and  to  add  to  the 
Beauty of the Work, for it to be cast into a New Form.

Whe re a s  t he re fo re,  i t  i s  s ho r t l y  go ing  to  t he  P re s s , 
i t  i s  d e s i g n ’d  . t o  m a ke  Two  Vo l u m e s :  T h e  F i r s t  o f 
w h i c h  w i l l  b e  T h e  p r o p e r  A b r i d g m e n t  o f  M r .  B a x t e r ’ s 
Fo l i o,  w i t h  Rema rk s  on  s u c h  a s  h a ve  c a s t  t h e i r  r e t r a c t i o n s 
o n  t h e  D i s s e n t e r s ,  a n d  t h e i r  i n  t h e  s e v e r a l  P a r t s 
o f  t h e  H i s t o r y  s i n c e  t h e  R e s t o r a t i o n ;  a n d  t h e  Add i t i o n  o f 
a n  A c c o un t  o f  s ome  o f  t h e  mo s t  Rema r k a b l e  Con t r o v e r s i a l 
W r i t i n g s  o n  b o t h  S i d e s,  a n d  a  C o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  H i - 
s t o r y  d own  t o  t h i s  l a s t  S e s s i on  o f  Pa r l i amen t ,  and  t h e  A c t 
which pass’d against Occasional Conformity.

T h e  S e c o n d  Vo l u m e  w i l l  b e ,  A c c o u n t  o f  t h e 
Ch a ra c t e r s  a n d  Wo r k s,  o f  t h e  S u f f e r e r s  f o r  Non- con fo r - 
m i t y,  wh i ch  i s  now the  Nin th  Chap t e r  o f  t he  Ab r i d g e 
m e n t ,  p u t  i n  a  m o re  c o nve n i e n t  M e t h o d ,  w i t h  c o n - 
s i d e r a b l e  A m e n d m e n t s  o f  f o r m e r  M i s t a ke s ;  a n d ,  T h e 
A d d i t i o n a l  C h a r a c t e r s  o f  s o m e  H u n d r e d s ,  w h o  we r e 
before only mention’d as Ejected.

A ny  I n f o r m a t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  we l l  a t t e s t e d ,  t h a t  m ay 
e i t h e r  h e l p  t o  p reven t  Mi s t a ke s ,  o r  p re s e r ve  and  em- 
b a l m  t h e  M e m o r y  o f  a n y  o f  t h o s e  Wo r t hy  Pe r s o n s , 
w i l l  b e  ye t  Thank fu l l y  re c e iv ’d ,  and  i n f e r red  i n  t he i r 
p rope r  P l ace s ,  i f  they  a re  t r an smi t t ed  be fo re  i t  be  too 
late.

And  whe re a s  t h e re  h a s  b e en  l ong  i n  t h e  P re s s ,  An 
A c c o un t  o f  t h e  Su f f e r i n g s  o n  t h e  o t h e r  S i d e ,  i f ,  when  i t 
comes  to  be  publ i sh ’d ,  i t  sha l l  be  found  (be  i t  in  eve r 
s o  A n g r y  a  way )  t o  g i ve  L i g h t  t owa rd s  t h e  r e c t i f y - 
i ng  Mis t a k e s ,  a s  t o  any  o f  t ho s e  who  we re  Ej e c t e d  f o r 
N o n - c o n f o r m i t y ,  o r  t o  c o n t a i n  a ny  s u c h  R e f l e c t i o n s  a s 
r e q u i r e  f a r t h e r  E l u c i d a t i o n ,  s u c h  A d d i t i o n s ,  a s  m ay 
b e  t h i s  way  m a d e  t o  t h e  Wo r k  i n t e n d e d ,  s h a l l  b e 
pub l i s hed  s ep a r a t e l y,  s o  a s  t h a t  t he  Pu rcha s e r s  o f  t h i s 
N e w  E d i t i o n  s h a l l  r e c e i ve  n o  D e t r i m e n t ,  a s  f a r  a s  i t 
was in my Power to prevent it.

Witness my Hand,
 Edmund Calamy.


