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CHAPTER VI.
1703—1708.

Farther hints as to Public Transactions. My Removal to West-
minster, and Settlement there; with some Account of the
Affairs of the Dissenters; of my own Ministerial Service;
and of my concern with the New Prophets, their Adherents
and Abettors.

1703. February 27th. The Commons passed
“An Act for enlarging the time for taking the Oath
of Abjuration, and also for recapacitating and in-
demnifying such persons as had not taken the same
by the time limited.” This being sent to the Lords,
passed their House, with the material amendment
of a clause added, “for the farther security of her

VOL. II. B
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Majesty’s person, and the succession of the Crown
in the Protestant line.”

After debate in the Commons upon the Bill sent
from the Lords, thus amended, the question was
offered to be put, whether that House agreed with
the Lords? But a previous question was proposed,
as customary to try the strength of parties. There
were 117 Noes, and 118 Yeas: so that the Hanover
family carried it but by a single vote.*

* See Burnet’s “Own Time,” ii. 340.

Soon after this vote, Burnet addressed “a Memorial to the
Princess Sophia” (quoted Vol. i. p. 466, note). It is dated May
15, 1703, and designed to inform the Electress of “the ancient
constitution of England, the crown, revenue, peerage. Parlia-
ment,” &c.

The original MS., the Bishop’s undoubted autograph, was
accidentally discovered “in the royal library at Hanover,” and
published the same year by M. Feder, the Librarian. Though
the Memorialist, experienced in Courts and Cabinets, denounces
“High Church,” for having “preached up passive obedience and
non-resistance,” and seems to complain that “the great prefer-
ments of the Church are in the Crown; wherefore churchmen
are forced to make their court there for their advancement
yet, upon the whole, his political reputation has, probably, been
little increased by the discovery.

Though Milton and Sydney might be proscribed, Locke had
written on Government, as exercised under a limited monarchy.
Yet the Bishop has no author to recommend, for the knowledge
of English history, or to mature the judgment and influence the
administration of an expectant reigning Queen, but Butler and
the Jacobite Lesley. He says:

“A valuable English poet, called Hudibras, in his 2d Canto,
of his 3d part, is, by all T can hear, the truest historian of the
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About the same time there was a libel published,
intitled “King William’s exorbitant Grants,”* dedi-
cated to the Queen and the Commons; in which the
Hanover succession was impudently arraigned,T and

affairs of England from the death of Cromwell to King Charles
his Restoration,” an event which the Bishop attributes to “the
genius of the English nation. We won’t,” says he, “be govern-
ed by one another, and therefore must have a sovereign to rule
over us.”

Lesley is thus introduced and accompanied:—“The most ri-
diculous and yet the most dangerous sect wc¢ have among us, is
the Quakers. T could write much concerning this sort of people,
but it hath been so incomparably well done by a late author, that
I neither would forestall, nor rob your Highness of the pleasure
of reading the book in print, called, The Snake in the Grass,
which I therefore humbly presume to send in the same pacquet
with this, accompanied with my old friend Hudibras, who as
he hath been the delight of the present age, so will he never
be outdone by the next, nor any that shall come after. King
Charles II. valued him beyond any English poet that ever
wrote.”

The Memorialist who could find out “the most dangerous
sect” in “the Quakers,” would easily discover that “King
Charles I. was certainly as good a Christian and as good a man
as lived. > At length, however, “rapt into future times,” or
rather, ad Grcecas calendas, or “latter lammas,” he “cannot but
be persuaded that the Presbyterians, especially, and the Indepen-
dents, will one day come into the Church of England of them-
selves among other reasons, because “their old teachers,
Baxter, Bates, Owen, and the rest of their great men, are dead
and gone.” Memorial, (1814) pp. 33, 47, 48, 92, 93.—-ED.

* See Vol. i. p. 415.—ED.

T On one occasion, according to Lord Halifax, “a clergyman,
in a company of Convocation-men, had openly called the Prin-

B2
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a plan proposed for bringing in the Pretender, with
the consent of her Majesty as his guardian. Yet
the author, instead of being punished, was encou-
raged and rewarded.*

At the rising of the Parliament, the Queen, in her
Speech to the two Houses (Feb. 27,) putting them
upon earnest endeavours to “continue and preserve
the quiet and satisfaction of all her subjects,” added
that she “hoped that such of them as had the
misfortune to dissent from the Church of England
would rest secure in the Act of Toleration, which
she was firmly resolved to maintain.” And, “above
all other things, she recommended to them peace
and union among themselves, as the most effectual
means that could be devised to discourage and de-
feat the designs of their enemies.”

Feb. 20th, diedt the Marquis of Blandford, only
son of his Grace the Duke of Marlborough, who
was in the course of his education at Cambridge.
Many had raised expectations from him.

March 13th, the Elector of Hanover was installed
Knight of the Garter at Windsor, by his proxy, the
Lord Mohun.

About this time came out, “A Letter to a Cler-
gyman in the country, concerning the Votes of the
Bishops in Parliament, upon the Bill against occa-

cess Sophia, an unbaptized Lutheran.” See “Proceedings of
the Lords,” ii. 155.—ED.

* The Queen, having no doubt of their affinity, would, natu-
rally, incline to her brother’s succession.—ED.

T “Of the small-pox.” Burnet, ii. 347.—ED.
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sional Conformity,” written by Mr. Hoadly, with
a design to prove that the Bishops neither acted
against the interest of Episcopacy, nor of the Estab-
lished Church, in being against that Bill.*

In June, this year, I was chosen, by the congrega-
tion of Dissenters at Westminster, in the room of

* The arguments made use of are such as these:—That the
Bill proposed was improper; and tended to divide and inflame
us; that it would be a disadvantage to the common interest, and
an advantage to the common enemy; that the thoughts of it
much pleased the Romanists, who could not rejoice at it, as it
would promote the interest of the Church; that the great con-
cern for it which appeared in those that hated the present estab-
lishment, made it suspicious that it might have an ill influence on
the state of affairs; that it was improper to begin a reign, with
what would alarm and discompose the minds of the people; that
it would be absurd to pretend to secure the interest of poste-
rity, by making laws likely to have pernicious effects in our
own days.

Then, as to the Bishops, it was moved that their behaviour
and characters might be considered; and pleaded, that they
had been the chief defenders of the Church against its adversa-
ries, and always true to the interest of the nation.

With regard to the Bill, it was shown, that that could be no
advantage; it could not strengthen the security of the succes-
sion in the Protestant line, because it would turn out several that
were well atfected to it; and the natural tendency of the prac-
tice hereby intended to be prevented, was of present advantage
to the Church, and likely to reconcile many to it. And it was
added, that such an Act would more incense persons against
the Church, instead of convincing them, and so make them
much more formidable to the Church than before.—C. See
Vol. 1. p. 466, note,—ED.
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Mr. Vincent Alsop, who died about that time. I
had very little acquaintance with the members of
the society, and had seldom preached among them,
which made the hand of Providence the more con-
spicuous, in their choosing me pastor with so great
unanimity.

A few of them made me a visit at Hoxton, before
they proceeded to an election, giving me to under-
stand that their eyes were upon me, and desiring to
know whether I was under any such obligation to Mr.
Williams and his society, as would hinder my com-
ing to them if they should center in me. [ told
them, that though I had nothing to make me uneasy
in the station I was in, yet I was desirous to see my
way from it, as clear as it was to it; that I was un-
der no tie where I was, if Providence opened my
way to a place of greater usefulness; but that, as to
my coming to Westminster, it would depend much
on their unanimity, and other circumstances. I
added, that if they had a variety of candidates, and
should carry it for me by a bare majority, I should
not see my way so clear: whereas, if they made
choice of me without a competition, I should
consider well of it, before I gave them a denial.
However, I agreed to give them a sermon in their
vacancy.

The week following, they made choice of me
without any competition; and deputed some of
their body, to bring me a call to the pastoral office
among them, signed with all their hands. It was to
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me very observable, that John Lacy, Esquire, from
whom [ afterwards had so much trouble, upon his
talling in with the French Prophets, was one of the
forwardest in this whole matter.

There had been several motions made for my fill-
ing up other vacancies before, to some of which I
might have been likely enough to have given the
preference, had my way been clear, and the choice
left wholly to myself. But there being, in those
cases, obstructions of one sort or another, while all
things here were smooth and easy, it became the more
evident to me, that this was the place in which the
great Arbiter of Providence (who knows the end
from the beginning,) designed me to exercise my
ministry, for the main part of my life.

Therefore, after a little time taken for conside-
ration, though I could not part from Mr. Williams
but with some tenderness, or leave my Hand-
alley friends from whom I had received many to-
kens of hearty respect, without some regret, I yet
accepted the invitation and call given me, cast-
ing myself upon the Most High for help and as-
sistance. For the more solemnity, there was a day
of prayer kept in public by the whole society, in
which I had the assistance of divers of my brethren.
Though on reflection, I find great reason to lament
that in this station I have not been more useful,
[ yet have reason to be thankful, that I have not
been without experience of God’s presence and
blessing.
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There had, it seems, been but one Parliament in
Scotland, during all the reign of King William, which
was by many reckoned a great grievance. A new
Parliament met there in May this year (1703,) and
a number of Scotch gentlemen that returned from
France, upon the indemnity that had been granted,
ge tting to be Members, a toleration for the episcopal
ministers in that country was proposed, but dropped,
because of their being non-jurants. Though this was
warmly complained of by some, yet it would in reality
have been ridiculous in itself and an affront to the Go-
vernment, to have granted a toleration to those who
refused to own the Sovereign, who was by this very
Parliament recognised for their lawful Queen; nay,
were not to be prevailed with, so much as to pray for
her.*

When a supply was proposed, before the House
would go upon it, they insisted with great vehe-
mence, upon passing an act to secure their indepen-
dency; so that in default of issue of her Majesty,
the same person might, in no event, be capable to be
King or Queen both of England and Scotland, unless
a free communication of trade, the freedom of navi-
gation, and the liberty of the plantations, &c., were
fully agreed to by the Parliament of England. Seve-
ral provisions and limitations were also added, which
appeared to many to tend to the prejudice of the
prerogative of the Crown. Many warm speeches

* Which they, no doubt, deemed an acknowledgment.—ED.
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were made upon this occasion.* Among other
remarkable things, Mr. Fletcher of Saltoun, said:—

“For my own part, I think that even the most
zealous Protestant in the nation, if he have a true
regard for his country, ought rather to wish, were
it consistent with our claim of right, that a Papist
should succeed to the throne of Great Britain, under
such limitations as would render the nation free
and independent, than the most Protestant and best
Prince, without any. If we may live free I little
value who is King. It is indifferent to me, provided
the limitations be enacted, to name, or not to name,
Hanover, St. Germain’s, or whom you will.”t

At length this Act of Security passed, with great
solemnity, by a majority of 59. Whereupon the
Duke of Queensbury, Lord Commissioner, told the
House freely, that he was fully empowered to give
the Royal assent to all the Acts voted in this Ses-
sion, except this. He was sadly embarrassed; and

* They may be met with in an “Account of the Proceedings
of the Parliament of Scotland” which met at Edinburgh, May 6,
1703, printed in 1704.—C.

T See “The Political Works of Alexander Fletcher of Sal-
toun,” (1749,) pp. 239, 240; “Speeches of Andrew Fletcher,”
annexed to the late Earl of Buchan’s “Essays on Fletcher and
Thompson,” (1792,) pp. 134, I53.

“Fletcher was by far the most nervous and correct speaker
in the Parliament of Scotland, for he drew his style from the
pure models of antiquity, and not from the grosser practical

oratory of his contemporaries.” Ibid. pp. 37, s8.—ED.
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adjourned the Parliament from Sept. 16 to Oct. 12.
The English ministry, also, were not a little per-
plexed and troubled; the more, because a motion of
the Earl of Marchmont for settling the succession on
the House of Hanover, met with contempt, and was
thrown out of the House by a majority of 57 voices.

About this time* was published the Second Part
of the Lord Clarendon’s History, in the Dedication
of which to the Queen, (drawn up, as was generally
said, by the Earl of Rochester,) several passages
were inserted, with a design to pave the way for
some things that the high party had then upon the
anvil, which appeared more openly afterwards.

We meet there with such passages as these:
“What can be the meaning of the several semi-
naries, and as it were universities,T set up in divers

* “Imprimatur, Sept. 15, 1703.”—ED.

T This was particularly taken notice of, by the Archbishop of
York, in the House of Peers, and by Mr. Bromley, in the House
of Commons, (1705,) when the danger of the Church was
debated. —C.

Dr. Sharp, “Archbishop of York, said, he apprehended danger
from the increase of Dissenters, and particularly from the many
academies set up by them, and moved, that the judges might
be consulted what laws were in force against such seminaries,
and by what means they might be suppressed.

“Lord Wharton moved, that the judges might be consulted
about the means of suppressing schools and seminaries held by
nonjurors, in one of which a noble lord had both his sons edu-
cated.

“The Archbishop of York supposed he was the person meant.
His two sons were taught by a sober virtuous man, and a man
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parts of the kingdom, by more than ordinary in-
dustry, contrary to law, supported by large contri-
butions, where the youth is bred up in principles
directly contrary to monarchial and episcopal go-
vernment?”’

Afterwards,* in the dedication of the third volume,
there are such words as these: “Whilst these men
most falsely asperse the sons of the Church of Eng-
land for being Jacobites, let them rather clear them-
selves of what they were lately charged before your
Majesty, that there are societies of them which cele-
brate the horrid 3oth of January, with an execrable
solemnity of scandalous mirth,T and that they have

of letters, who had qualified himself according to law. But
when he refused the Abjuration Oath, he took his sons from
him.” See “Proceeding of the Lords,”ii. 158.

* “Qct. 16, 1704."—ED.

T King William could not be justly charged with any prevailing
attachment to the principles of those who opposed and punished
the misrule of Charles, and his proclamation against Ludlow, in
1689, may relieve his memory from all suspicion. Yet, some ad
herents to the Revolution were accused of annually celebrating
the King’s execution, as appears from the following publication,
now before me, to which, probably, the noble dedicator alludes,
who was, no doubt, a willing believer.

“The Secret History of the Calves’-Head Club, complcat; or,
the Republican Unmasked. Wherein is fully shown, the Re-
ligion of the Calves’-Head Heroes, in their Anniversary Thanks-
giving-songs, on 3oth January, by them called Anthems, for the
Years 1693-1699; &c. Fifth Edition, with large Additions.
1705.” The Second Edition, 1703, is in the British Museum.

On the authority of “a certain active Whig, in all other
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seminaries, and a sort of universities, in England,
maintained by great contributions, where the fiercest
doctrines against monarchical and episcopal govern-
ment are taught and propagated, and where they
bear an implacable hatred to your Majesty’s title,
name, and family. This seems to be a torrent that
cannot be resisted but by the whole legislative au-
thority.”

The answer is easy. The Dissenting seminaries
were not, at this time, more in number, nor set up
with more industry, nor more carefully supported
with contributions, than formerly. Only the high
party thought it might serve their purpose, at this
time, to raise a clamour against our schools, and pri-

respects a man of probity enough,” the historian relates, “that
Milton and some other creatures of the Commonwealth, insti-
tuted this club; that after the Restoration, they were obliged
to meet with a great deal of precaution; but now (the second
year of King William) they meet almost in a public manner.”

from “another gentleman, who went out of curiosity to their
club, in a blind alley about Moorfields,” the historian gives the
following particulars, not in the Edition of 1703:—

“An axe was hung up in the club-room. Their bill of fare
was a large dish of calves’-heads, dressed several ways; a large
pike, with a small one in his mouth, as an emblem of tyranny:
a large cod’s-head, to represent the person of the king singly;
a boar’s-head, with an apple in its mouth, to represent the kmg
as bestial.

“After the repast, one of their elders presented an Eikon
Basilike, which was, with great solemnity, burned upon the table,
whilst the anthems were singing. After this, another produced
Milton’s Defensio Populi Anglicani, upon which all laid their
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vate methods of instruction, according to our own
principles, and inveigh against them in such a man-
ner as to make us seem odious. We were, in reality,
just the same in this respect that we were from the
time we had our toleration; out of the draft of
the act for which, some of them at two several times
clandestinely blotted out the clause that was inserted
in favour of our schools; which is more, I think, to
be wondered at, and much more liable to objection,
than the Dissenters’ willingness to have their youth
trained up in useful learning by their hearty friends,
and 1in the same moderate principles with themselves.

The Dedication goes on, and adds; “what can
be the meaning of the constant solemnizing by some
men, the anniversary of that dismal 3oth of Ja-
nuary, in scandalous and opprobrious feasting and

hands, and made a protestation, in form of an oath, for ever to
stand by, and maintain it.

“The company wholly consisted of Independents and Ana-
baptists.” The historian is “glad, for the honour of the Pres-
byterians, to set down this remark. The famous Jerry White
said grace. After the table-cloth was removed, the anniversary
anthem was sung, and a calve’s skull tfilled with wine, or other
liquor. Then a brimmer went about to the pious memory of
those worthy patriots, that had killed the tyrant, and delivered
the country from his arbitrary sway.”

The historian, anonymous, like his “active Whig,” and
“another gentleman,” would secure the public credulity, by ap-
pealing to other Anonymi, “some persons that frequent the black
Boy, in Newgate-street,” who “know this account of the Calves’-
Head Club to be true.” See “Secret History,” pp. 17-19.
—ED.

¢
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jesting, which the law of the land hath commanded to
be perpetually observed in lasting and humiliation?*
It is hard to say, what that which has nothing in it

* The mantle of his father appears to have fallen on the noble
dedicator; though he follows haud passibus @quis. Lord Cla-
rendon, recording the trial and condemnation of the King, calls
him “the most innocent person in the world,” and designates
“the execution” as the most execrable murder, that was ever
committed since that of our blessed Saviour.” Hist. iii. 256.

The Hon. George Agar Ellis, who has lately executed on the
character and conduct of the noble historian, some of the jus-
tice it had too long deserved, remarks on this passage:—

“Thousands, tens of thousands of men, more innocent than
the tyrannical Charles (though I am not prepared to go the length
of justifying his execution by the Parliament,) have been put to
death, without their executions being likened to that of the Saviour
of mankind. It shows either a most perverted intellect, or the
grossest ignorance of the religion of the New Testament, to have
thought of making such an allusion.

“The University of Oxford,” adds Mr. Ellis, “had two por-
traits made, of Christ and of Charles I., exactly similar in every
respect, and with an account of the sufferings ot each, at the
bottom of his respective likeness.

“These pictures, in the memory of persons now alive, were
hung, as pendants to one another, in the Bodleian Library.” One is
since “removed into the Picture Gallery. Both may still be ex-
mined by those who are curious in tracing the baseness and blas-
phemy of the supporters, in old times, of the doctrines of passive
obedience.” See “Inquiries respecting Clarendon,” (1827)
pp. 175177,

The bad manner of the noble historian, was copied by a later
writer, under circumstances which peculiarly aggravated the
indecorum. Young, in 1713, even when describing “the Last
Day,” has ventured to prefix a grossly flattering dedication to
Queen Anne, and having imagined her royal grandsire, standing
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can mean; or how a single excursion, or frantic
sally, now and then, of some mad hair-brained crea-
tures, that no one can account for, can be called a
“constant solemnizing,” or represented as an usual
or allowed practice. Such criminations rather show
the rooted ill-will of the accusers, than the guilt of
the accused.

A little after, with an eye to the late proceedings
of the Scottish Parliament, the same writer speaks
of “the danger of a future separation of the two
kingdoms, very uncomfortable to reflect on; which
yet, in all probability, will have influence upon the
present times too, if it comes once to be thought
that it is inevitable.” But as to that, the Union
that in some time followed, prevented it, most effec-
tually.

When the English Parliament met, the “Bill for
preventing occasional Conformity” was soon brought
again into the House of Commons. Nor did it want
the concurrence of a considerable majority, by means
of Mr. Bromley, Sir Edward Seymour and others,

amidst “spotless saints and laurelled martyrs,” before the awtful
seat of eternal judgment, the poet thus concludes a courtly
panegyrici—

“His lifted hands his lofty neck surround,

To hide the scarlet of a circling wound;

The Almighty judge bends forward from his throne

Those scars to mark, and then regards his own.”

On the progress, and the decline, probably to an entire and
unregretted desuetude, of this annual infliction of “fasting and
humiliation, to be perpetually observed,” see “Diary of Burton,”
1. 391; 1il. 422—425.—ED.
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who were for carrying- matters with a high hand:
though the chief minister, the Lord Treasurer Go-
dolphin, the Duke of Marlborough and others, by
their encouragement and approbation, caused a con-
siderable writer, Dr. Charles Davenant, about that
time, to set forth a book* wherein he in forced what
her Majesty had recommended from the throne,
and endeavoured to bring all sorts of men to fling
aside their heats and animosities, and unite in their
own defence. Of this book, Lord Halifax had the
perusal, sheet by sheet, and added many excellent
remarks.

The young Duke of Bedford fell in with this Bill
against occasional Conformity,T which surprised
many; considering that he thus sided with his
father’s enemies, and deserted his firm friends.
Though it had a quick passage through the Com-
mons, the Bill was strenuously opposed in the House
of Peers. It was, not without difficulty, admitted to
a second reading, and was then rejected by a ma-
jority of twelve or thirteen. The writer of the Life
of Archbishop Tcnnisont says, that “his grace, by
the assistance of fourteen other bishops, had such an
influence over many of the temporal lords, that it
was rejected after the second reading,” by such a
majority as that I have now mentioned.§

* Essays on peace at home, and war abroad, 1704.” Biog.
Brit. iv. 651.—ED.

T See “Proceedings of the Lords,” ii. 69.—ED.

I P 103.—C. § See supra, p. s.—ED.
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The Queen, in a speech to this Parliament, Dec.
17th, acquainted them with a plot carried on in
Scotland, by the emissaries of France. The Lords
examined into it, and had several brought before
them, who, being suspected of treasonable practices,
were taken into custody by her Majesty’s messen-
gers. Of which proceedings the Commons com-
plained, and appeared to carry their resentment so
high, that there seemed some danger of a breach
between the Houses.

Some time after, there came out a Proclamation
that offered a reward of sool/. to any one that
should discover to the Dukes of Devon and Somer-
set, the Earls of Sunderland and Scarborough, and
the Lords Townshend, Wharton, and Somers, (being
appointed Lords Commissioners to examine into the
Scotch conspiracy,) four letters which were thought
to have a relation to that matter: and the Lords
came to a resolution, that it did appear to that
House, that there had been a dangerous conspiracy
carried on for the raising a rebellion in Scotland,
and invading that kingdom with a French power, in
order to the subverting her Majesty’s Government,
and bringing in the pretended Prince of Wales:
and that it was the opinion of that House, that no-
thing had given so much encouragement to this con-
spiracy, as the succession of the Crown of Scotland
not being declared to be in the Princess Sophia, &c.:
and that her Majesty be addressed, to use her en-
deavours to have the succession of the Crown of

VOL. II. C
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Scotland settled as in England; and then they
would do all in their power to promote an entire
Union.

They also resolved, that Mr. Ferguson’s papers
relating to the Scotch Plot, and by him delivered to
the Cabinet Council, were false, scandalous and se-
ditious, and contrived to stifle the conspiracy, &c.
and ordered Ferguson to be committed to Newgate,
and prosecuted, by the Attorney-general, for treason-
able practices.*

But after all the noise it made, this Scottish plot
seems to have been a design that was formed by
some that pretended to have a great love for their
country, to deliver it from the dominion which they
thought England usurped. After the session of
Parliament, Robert Harley, Esq. succeeeded the Earl
of Nottingham, (who had been charged with not
doing his duty in his examination of Sir John Mac-
lean, concerning the Scottish plot) as Secretary of
State.

This year, the Duke of Marlborough took Bonne,
Huy, Liege, and Guelder; and the Elector of Bava-
ria, Ratisbonne, Ulm, Memmingen, and Ausburgh;
and sadly ravaged all those parts of Germany; which
occasioned great clamours and complaints.

Leopold, the Emperor, in September, declared his
second son, the Archduke Charles, King of Spain;
he and his eldest son Joseph, King of the Romans,
renouncing all pretensions to that monarchy. The

* Burnet, ii. 372, 373. 377.—ED.
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said King of Spain, leaving Vienna, travelled to the
Hague, and thence into England. He was treated
with great magnificence, and sailed for Lisbon in
our fleet.*

November 27th. The most violent storm of wind
ever known in England. It began between eleven or
twelve at night, and continued till seven next morn-
ing, blowing down a multitude of chimneys, tops of
houses, and even whole buildings, tearing up a great
number of trees by the roots, and breaking off others
in the middle, beating several spires off from the
steeples, rolling up great quantities of lead like scrolls
of parchment, and blowing them off the churches,
halls, and houses.

In this hurricane several people were killed
in their beds; as Dr. Kidder, Bishop of Bath and
Wells,T (who was succeeded by Dr. George Hooper,)
and his lady, and Mr. Sympson, the money scrivener
in Threadneedle-street. Others were wounded. The
damage done in London and Westminster was reck-
oned to amount to a million sterling; and that in
the city of Bristol, to little less than 150,000/.;
while the northern parts of the island felt little of
the effects. But our loss at land was inconsiderable,
to what we sustained at sea. Several ships of the
royal navy were cast away;f many belonging to pri-

* Jan. 1704. Chron. Hist. 1. 329.—ED.

T See Vol. i. p. 74—ED.

I “Fourteen, in which 1500 seamen perished.” Burnet, ii.
353; Chron. Hist. i. 328.—ED.

C2
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vate persons destroyed, and abundance of brave men
irrecoverably lost. A public fast was appointed upon
this account, and observed religiously.

This year (1703) came out Mr. Ollyffe’s “Defence
of Ministerial Conformity and “the Reasonable-
ness of Conformity to the Church of England,”
by Mr. Hoadly. Both were in answer to the 10th
Chapter of my Abridgment, in which I acted but
the part of an historian, in representing the sense
and reasons of the Nonconformists, ejected in 1662,
and was not aware of assaulting any. Doctor Ni-
chols, however, speaking of Mr. Hoadly’s perform-
ance, says,T (how truly let others judge,) that “ar-
guing from iny concessions, he stabs and cuts the
throat of the cause which I had undertaken to de-
fend.”f Notwithstanding which, I this very year

* “To the Church of England, in answer to the misrepresen-
tations of the terms thereof, by Mr. Calamy, in the 1oth Chapter
of the Abridgment of Mr. Baxter’s Life.”

The author was, I apprehend, the Rev. John Ollyffe, who is
mentioned in Magna Brittannia (i. 220) published 1720. as then
Rector of Hedgerley Dean, Bucks. See also Athen. Oxon.
(Bliss.) iv. 533.

It will appear, in the sequel, that Mr. Ollyffe was disposed,
rather to bring over the Nonconformists by conciliation, than to
widen the breach.—Ep.

T “Apparat. ad Defens. Eccles. Anglic.” p. 110.—C.

“Gains a perfect conquest over bis adversary.” Defence, p.
129.—ED.

T “However,” says Dr. Calnmy, “it yet survives; and as it
unhappily falls out, the frankness of those who are most zealous
for the Church, and who are not backward, upon occasion, to
declare against such a soft sense of the terms of Conformity, as

«
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ventured to publish the first part of my “Defence of
Moderate Nonconformity,” in answer both to him
and Mr. Ollyffe, with a postscript containing some
remarks on a tract of Mr. Dorrington’s, intituled
“The Dissenting Ministry in Religion censured and
condemned from the Holy Scriptures.” As far as I
could judge, it was well accepted.

October 28th this year, died Dr. John Wallis,*
Savilian Professor of Geometry in the University of
Oxford, and last surviving member of the Assembly
of Divines, of whom some notice has been taken in
this work before.t

To bring Scotland into the Protestant succession,
which the English Peers and the ministry in general,
were convinced was so necessary to the common
safety, and preventing confusion, some alterations
were, in the beginning of this year, made in the
Scottish Ministry. The Earl of Cromarty was made
principal Secretary, in the room of the Duke of
Queensbury, and James Johnstone, Esq. Clerk Re-
gister, in the room of Phillipaugh, and the Marquis
of Tweeddale, Commissioner. The Queen in her
letter to the Scottish Parliament, had this expres-
sion among others.

“The main thing that we recommend to you, and
which we recommend to you with all the earnestness
we are capable of, is the settling of the succession in

these gentlemen contend for, helps ta keep it alive.” See
“Abridg. of Baxter,” pp. 659, 660.—ED.

* “In his 88th year.” Gen. Biog. Dict. xii. 402.—ED.

T Vol. i. pp. 272—275.—ED.
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the Protestant line, as that which is absolutely ne-
cessary for your own peace and happiness, as well
as our quiet and security in all our dominions, and
for the reputation of our affairs abroad; and, conse-
quently, for the strengthening the Protestant interest
everywhere.”

The Commissioner, in his speech, told the Parlia-
ment, that the whole business of the plot should be
laid before them, and that her Majesty doubted not
but their inquiries into these practices would end in
their laying down solid measures for preventing them
for the time to come. The Secretary, Lord Cro-
marty, in his speech, July 11, was for obviating and
removing an aspersion upon the Queen’s candour
and honour. “Some,” he said, “would persuade
others to believe that the Queen had a secret will in
the affair depending, contrary to her express will, re-
vealed and declared by her in her royal letteran
insintiation, the like of which, I verily believe, was
never made before, by any statesman or politician.

However, it was a commonly received opinion,
that the succession, itself, was not at that time sin-
cerely and cordially intended, either by the minis-
try there, or by those that managed the Scotch affairs
here. The House resolved, not to name a successor,
till they had a previous treaty with England, for
regulating their commerce, &c. and a Bill was
brought in for securing the religion, liberty, and in-
dependency of that nation, which having passed, re-
ceived the royal assent. In an address, drawn up
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before their prorogation, they signified their utter
dislike of the examination of the Scottish plot by the
English House of Lords.

By this Act of security the whole Scotch nation
was put in arms, and so, as it were, into a capacity of
compelling the English by force to submit to their
terms. The ministry in England was blamed by
many, for suffering the royal assent to be given to
this Bill. Perhaps, had they not here given way,
they had thrown all things into confusion. This, at
least, was their apprehension.

To balance this, a Bill was brought into the Eng-
lish Parliament, for securing the kingdom of Eng-
land, from the apparent dangers that might arise,
from several Acts lately passed in the Parliament
of Scotland, which passed both Houses in a few
days. The purport was, to enable her Majesty to
appoint Commissioners to treat of an union with
Scotland. It was thereby provided, that the natives
of Scotland not already settled, and continually re-
siding in the dominions of England, should be re-
puted aliens, unless Scotland came into the Protes-
tant succession; that effectual care should be taken
to prevent the exporting wool to Scotland, and the
importing of Scotch linen hither, and the conveying of
horses, arms, or ammunition from England or Ireland
to Scotland. Thus did England and Scotland fence
against each other. This last provision effectually
brought on the Union, and was deservedly reckon-
ed my Lord Treasurer Godolphin’s masterpiece for
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saving himself, his friends, and the nation, at
once.

In the mean time, the Empire of Germany was
miserably destroyed by fire and sword, as represent-
ed by Count Wratislaw, in a Memorial to our
Queen. Whereupon, the Duke of Marlborough, in
concert with the States-General, determined to do
all that was possible to give an immediate check to
the French and Bavarians in that country. To
the amazement of all Europe he took a march up
to the Danube, and got the better of the Bava-
rians, in the battle of Schellenbergh. After which,
he took possession of Donawert, by which he had
an open passage into the heart of the Duke of Ba-
varia’s country. He then seized Neubourg, and
invested and took Rain, and the Elector (in pros-
pect of considerable additional forces from the
French,) refusing the terms that were proposed to
him, the Duke with his troops ravaged his country,
as far as Munich, his capital.

Aug. 13. N. S., followed the battle of Blenheim
or Hochstet, in which he gained one of the most
glorious victories, over a numerous army, of which
we have any account in history.*

* Many on the enemy’s side were cut off, as well in the
action as in the retreat; and upwards of thirty squadrons of the
French were pushed into the Danube, where the greatest part
of them perished. At the same time Mareschal Tallard, with
several of his general officers, were taken prisoners. In Blen-
heim twenty-six entire battalions, and twelve squadrons of dra-
goons were forced to surrender themselves prisoners at discre-
tion. All their tents were taken standing, with their cannon
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After all this, Ulm was besieged and taken, and
both Landau and Traerbach surrendered. Gibraltar
also was now taken by our fleet, (July 24th) and
soon after, there was a sea-fight between Sir George
Rook, and Count de Tholouse, near Malaga, in
which it was afterwards said, that both beat, and
yet both ran away. For all these successes, a
Thanksgiving was solemnized. Her Majesty came
in state to St .Paul’s, September 7th. Dr. Sherlock,
the Dean, preached.

Addresses afterwards ran through the nation.
Among, the rest, the Protestant Dissenting ministers
in and about London, (twelve, in the name of the
rest,) waited on her Majesty (Sept. 25) with an
humble address.*

and ammunition, as also a great number of standards, kettle-
drums, and colours in the action. The loss on the enemy’s side
upon the whole, was reckoned between twenty and thirty thou-
sand men, besides 15,000 that were taken prisoners. The con-
federates took also 100 pieces of cannon, mortars, 129
colours, 171 standards, 17 pair of kettle-drums, 3,600 tents,
34 coaches, 300 laden mules, 24 barrels, and 8 casks of silver:
and the loss on the side of the confederates was very small in
proportion.—C.

* In the following words:
“May it please your Majesty.

“Having offered our solemn praises to Almi