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THE

PREFACE

WH E N  I ,  a s  a n  H i s t o r i a n , 
d r e w  u p  t h e  R e a s o n s  o f  t h e 

E j e c t e d  M i n i s t e r s  f o r  t h e i r  N o n c o n - 
f o r m i t y ,  a n d  g a v e  t h a t  A c c o u n t  o f 
t h e i r  P r i n c i p l e s  a n d  P r a c t i c e s ,  w h i c h 
i s  c o n t a i n ’d  i n  t h e  Te n t h  C h a p t e r  o f 
m y  A b r i d g m e n t  o f  t h e  L i f e  o f  M r . 
B a x t e r ,  I  l i t t l e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  M e n  o f 
d i f f e r e n t  S e n t i m e n t s  c o u l d  h ave  b e e n 
d i s g u s t e d ;  a n d  m u c h  l e s s ,  t h a t  I 
s h o u l d  h ave  b e e n  s o  e a g e r l y  A s s a u l - 
ted.

T h e  Tr e a t m e n t  I  h a v e  m e t  w i t h 
h a s  i n d e e d  b e e n  s u r p r i z i n g ;  a n d 
t h e  D e f e n c e  I  h ave  b e e n  t h e r e by  p u t
 A 2 upon,
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u p o n ,  h a s  t a k e n  u p  m o r e  t i m e  t h a n 
I  c o u l d  w e l l  s p a r e  f r o m  m y  o t h e r 
O c c a s i o n s :  A n d  ye t  u p o n  t h e  w h o l e 
I  c a n n o t  s ay,  t h a t  c o u l d  I  h ave  f o r e - 
s e e n  w h a t  h a s  s i n c e  h a p p e n ’d ,  I 
s h o u l d  e i t h e r  h a v e  o m i t t e d  t h a t 
C h a p t e r ,  o r  m a d e  a ny  ve r y  c o n s i d e - 
rable Alterations in it.

N o t h i n g  i n  t h i s  w h o l e  A f f a i r  h a s 
b e e n  s o  e n c o u r a g i n g ,  a s  t h a t  I 
s h o u l d  b e  A t t a c k ’d  b y  t wo  G e n t l e - 
m e n  o f  s o  g r e a t  Wo r t h  a s  M r .  O l - 
l y f f e  a n d  M r .  H o a d l e y ;  a n d  t h a t  i n 
s o  C r i t i c a l  a  T i m e  a s  t h i s ,  w h e n  o u r 
C o m m o n  D a n g e r  s o  l o u d l y  c a l l s  u s 
t o  P e a c e  a n d  U n i o n ,  a n d  a  H e a r t y 
B r o t h e r l y  C o r r e s p o n d a n c e :  T h i s , 
w i t h  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  D e b a t e ,  i n 
a n  A g e  t h a t  i s  we a r y  o f  C o n t r ove r - 
s i e s ,  i s  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  t h a t  h a t h 
created me any uneasiness.

I f  i t  w a s  s o  a b s o l u t e l y  n e c e s s a r y 
a s  s o m e  h a v e  a p p r e h e n d e d  i t ,  t h a t
  the
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t h e  R e p r e s e n t a t i o n  I  h a d  g i v e n  o f 
N o n c o n f o r m i t y ,  o u t  o f  t h e  W r i t i n g s 
o f  t h e  S i l e n c e d  M i n i s t e r s ,  s h o u l d  b e 
d i s t i n c t l y  C o n f u t e d ,  I  s h o u l d  I  mu s t 
c o n f e s s  h a v e  b e e n  b e t t e r  p l e a s e d  i t 
h a d  b e e n  m a n a g e d  by  t h e  o p e n  E n e - 
m i e s ,  t h a n  t h e  a v o w e d  F r i e n d s  o f 
M o d e r a t i o n ,  a n d  i f  T h e y  t h o u g h t 
n o t  f i t  t o  t a k e  a n y  n o t i c e ,  I  s h o u l d 
h a v e  t h o u g h t  P r u d e n c e  m i g h t  h a v e 
e n c l i n e d  T h e s e  t o  k e e p  S i l e n c e :  B u t 
s i n c e  t h e i r  Z e a l  wo u l d  n o t  s u f f e r  i t , 
I  t h i n k  t h e y  m u s t  A n s w e r  f o r  t h e 
C o n s e q u e n c e s .  To  S t a n d e r s  b y  i t 
c a n n o t ,  h o w e v e r  b u t  h a v e  a n  O d d 
A p p e a r a n c e ,  T h a t  o n e  w h o s e  L a t i - 
t u d e  i n  t h e  M a t t e r s  d i s p u t e d  o f  i s 
w e l l  k n o w n ,  s h o u l d  f o r  d e f e n d i n g 
t h e  C a u s e  o f  M o d e r a t i o n ,  b e  s o  ve h e - 
m e n t l y  c h a r g e d  a s  A s s a u l t i n g  t h e 
C h u r c h ,  by  M e n  w h o  a r e  t h e m s e l ve s 
a c c u s e d  b y  t h e i r  a n g r y  B r e t h r e n ,  o f 
n o t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  t r u e  P r i n c i - 
p l e s  o f  t h e  C h u r c h ;  n a y,  a n d  o f 
d e s i g n i n g  t o  U n d e r m i n e  i t .  T h i s  I
 A3 think
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t h i n k  w i l l  d e s e r v e  a  p l a c e  a m o n g 
t h e  P e c u l i a r i t i e s  o f  t h e  T i m e  w e 
live in.

I  a m  v e r y  s e n s i b l e  o u r  C i r c u m - 
s t a n c e s  c a l l  f o r  P e a c e  a n d  U n i o n ; 
a n d  f o r  t h a t  v e r y  R e a s o n  t h e  Z e a l 
o f  t h e s e  G e n t l e m e n  a p p e a r s  u n s e a - 
s o n a b l e :  B u t  w h e n  t h e y  t h a t  a r e  f o r 
P e a c e  a n d  U n i o n  o n  t h e  o n l y  Te r m s 
t h a t  wo u l d  m a k e  i t  R e a l ,  F i r m  a n d 
L a s t i n g ,  a r e  e x p o s e d  a s  O b s t r u c t i n g 
i t ,  I  c a n ’t  s e e  h ow  t h e i r  V i n d i c a t i o n 
c a n  b e  a n y  o t h e r  t h a n  s e a s o n a b l e  a t 
a n y  t i m e .  S i l e n c e  i n  s u c h  a  C a s e , 
wo u l d ,  t o  t h o s e  t h a t  c a m e  a f t e r  u s , 
l o o k  l i k e  B e t r a y i n g  a  G o o d  C a u s e , 
w h i c h  u n d e r  t h e  u t m o s t  D i s a d v a n - 
t a g e s  h a s  b e e n  h i t h e r t o  S u p p o r t e d , 
a n d  D e f e n d e d  b y  t h o s e  t h a t  h a v e 
gone before us.

A  H e a r t y  B r o t h e r l y  C o r r e s p o n - 
d e n c e  i s  i n d e e d  n e e d f u l  n ow  i f  eve r , 
A m o n g s t  a l l  w h o  a r e  f o r  t h e  P r o t e -
  stant
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s t a n t  R e l i g i o n  a n d  t h e  P r e s e n t  E s t a - 
b l i s h m e n t ,  i n  O p p o s i t i o n  t o  s u c h  a s 
m e a n  a  P o p i s h  P r i n c e  a n d  a  F r e n c h 
G o v e r n m e n t .  F o r  w h i c h  R e a s o n , 
t h o ’ I  a m  f a r  f r o m  b e i n g  s e n s i b l e  I 
a m  l i a b l e  t o  a n y  C h a r g e ,  I  c a n  y e t 
f r e e l y  d e c l a r e ;  t h a t  i f  a n y  t h i n g  I 
h ave  s a i d  i n  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h i s 
D e b a t e ,  t e n d s  t o  h i n d e r  t h a t  G o o d 
U n d e r s t a n d i n g  w h i c h  i s  s o  a b s o l u t e - 
l y  n e c e s s a r y,  o r  j u s t l y  t o  o f f e n d  a ny 
Pe r s o n s  t h a t  a r e  H e a r t y  i n  t h e  C o m - 
m o n  I n t e r e s t ,  I  f r e e l y  r e t r a c t  i t ,  a n d 
w i s h  i t  u n s a i d .  B u t  i n  t h e  m e a n 
w h i l e  I  c a n ’t  h e l p  t h i n k i n g ,  t h a t  i t 
D i s c o v e r s  n o  v e r y  B r o t h e r l y  Te m - 
p e r ,  f o r  s u c h  a s  g i ve  u s  g o o d  Wo rd s , 
t o  re ckon  i t  a  Re f l e c t i on  on  t h em  o r 
t h e i r  C h u rc h ,  i f  w h e n  o u r  D i s s e n t  i s 
r e p r e s e n t e d  a s  a l t o g e t h e r  H u m o u r - 
s o m e  a n d  G r o u n d l e s s ,  w e  m a k e  i t 
a p p e a r  t o  t h e  Wo r l d  we  h a v e  R e a - 
son on our side.
 A 4 In
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I n  s o m e  C a s e s ,  I  c a n  e a s i l y  f a l l  i n 
w i t h  t h o s e  w h o  t a k e  P a r t i c u l a r  A n - 
s w e r s  t o  b e  w h o l l y  n e e d l e s s .  L e t 
t h e  R e s t l e s s  P a r t y,  w h o  a r e  o u t  o f 
t h e i r  E l e m e n t  w h i l e  t h e y  c a n n o t 
Pe r s e c u t e ,  s c a t t e r  a b o u t  e ve r  s o  m a - 
ny  M e m o r i a l s ,  f i l l e d  w i t h  i n t e m p e r a t e 
I nve c t i ve s  a g a i n s t  a l l  t h a t  wo n ’t  c o n - 
c u r  w i t h  t h e m  i n  r u n n i n g  t h i n g s  t o 
E x t r e m i t y,  I  c a n ’ t  s e e  t h a t  w e  f o r 
o u r  P a r t  h ave  a n y  R e a s o n  t o  r e g a r d 
t h e m .  T h e i r  Po i s o n  c a r r i e s  i t s  ow n 
A n t i d o t e  a l o n g  w i t h  i t .  T h e  R u d e - 
n e s s  o f  t h e i r  C l a m o u r s ,  a n d  N o t o - 
r i ou s  F a l s i t y  o f  t h e i r  Cha r g e s ,  a g a i n s t 
t h e  B r i g h t e s t  O r n a m e n t s  o f  t h a t 
C h u r c h  w h o s e  C a u s e  t h e y  p r e t e n d , 
t o  E s p o u s e ,  m a k e s  i t  E v i d e n t ,  t h e y 
s t i c k  a t  n o t h i n g  w h e r e b y  t h e y  m a y 
B l a c ke n  s u c h  a s  s t a n d  i n  t h e  way  o f 
t h e i r  D e s i g n s .  W h o  c a n  t h i n k  o u r 
p r e s e n t  B i s h o p s  n e e d  a  V i n d i c a t i o n , 
t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  Wo r l d ,  t h a t  t h e y  a r e 
n o t  E n d e avo u r i n g  t o  p u l l  d ow n  t h a t 
C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  o f  w h i c h  t h e y  a r e  t h e
  up-
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u pho l d i ng  P i l l a r s ?  O r  t h a t  we  Di s s e n - 
t e r s  h ave  any  occa s ion  to  t ake  pa in s  to 
p rove,  t h a t  we  d i d  no t  Bu r n  t h e  C i t y 
o f  L o n d o n  f o r m e r l y,  a n d  a r e  n o t  n ow 
e n g a g e d  i n  a  C o n f e d e r a c y  w i t h  t h e 
I n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  M o o n ,  t o  c o m p a s s 
t h e  R u i n  b o t h  o f  C h u r c h  a n d  S t a t e 
i n  o r d e r  t o  o u r  o w n  D e s t r u c t i o n ? 
T h e  G o v e r n m e n t  m ay  j u s t l y  C o n d e m n 
s u c h  W r i t i n g s  t o  t h e  F l a m e s  f o r  t h e i r 
i n d e c e n t  R e f l e c t i o n s  u p o n  t h o s e  t h a t 
s i t  a t  H e l m ;  b u t  a s  f a r  a s  w e  a r e 
c o n c e r n e d ,  we  m ay  b e  ve r y  e a s i e  t h ey 
s h o u l d  s u r v i ve ,  a s  a  p ro o f  t h a t  t h e y 
w h o s e  M a l i c e  a g a i n s t  u s  wa s  s o  O u t - 
r a g e o u s ,  c o u l d  f i n d  n o t h i n g  t o  c h a r g e 
u p o n  u s ,  t h a t  c o u l d  o b t a i n  t h e  l e a s t 
C r e d i t  w i t h  M e n  o f  T h o u g h t  a n d 
Understanding.

B u t  a s  f o r  t h e  C a u s e  d e p e n d i n g 
b e t we e n  t h o s e  t h a t  a r e  i n  t h e  C o n - 
s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  C h u r c h ,  a n d  t h o s e 
t h a t  a r e  o u t  o f  i t ,  a n d  y e t  a r e  e - 
q u a l l y  F r i e n d s  t o  o u r  C i v i l  G o v e r n - 
m e n t ,  I  c a n ’ t  s e e  w h y  i t  m a y n ’ t  b e
  debated
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d e b a t e d  w i t h  f r e e d o m ;  a n d  w h y 
we  m ay n t  w i t h  a n  H e a r t y  L ove  a n d 
G o o d - W i l l  c a n v a s s  o n e  a n o t h e r ’ s 
R e a s o n s ,  a n d  t r y  t h e i r  S t r e n g t h :  I 
c an ’t  s e e  wha t  n eed  t h e re  i s  i t  s hou l d 
b r e a k  i n  u p o n  o u r  Te m p e r s  o n  e i t h e r 
s i d e ,  f o r  t h e  H e a r t y  F r i e n d s  o f  t h i s 
E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  C o n s t i t u t i o n  t o  b r i n g 
t h e  b e s t  G r o u n d s  t h e y  c a n  t o  s u p - 
p o r t  i t ;  a n d  t h e  D i s s e n t e r s  f r o m  i t 
m o d e s t l y  t o  s h ew  u p o n  w h a t  G r o u n d s 
t h e y  r e f u s e  t o  f a l l  i n  w i t h  i t .  O u r 
D i s a g r e e i n g  i n  t h i s ,  l i t t l e  a f f e c t s  t h e 
P u b l i c k ,  a s  l o n g  a s  w e  h e a r t i l y  A - 
g r e e  a g a i n s t  t h e  C o m m o n  E n e my .  A n d 
i t  i s  f r o m  c o m p a r i n g  t h e s e  R e a s o n s 
t o g e t h e r ,  t h a t  o u r  S u p e r i o r s  w i l l 
b e s t  b e  a b l e  t o  j u d g e ,  w h e t h e r  a 
f a r t h e r  R e f o r m a t i o n  b e  n o t  d e s i r a b l e 
a n d  n e e d f u l ;  a n d  I n f e r i o r s ,  w h e - 
t h e r  C o m p ly i n g  o r  D i s s e n t i n g  b e  t h e i r 
D u t y.  I f  o u r  W r i t i n g s  i n  t h i s  C o n - 
t r o v e r s i e  h e re i n  g ive  As s i s t a n c e ,  I  c an ’t 
s e e  t h a t  we  h a ve  a n y  R e a s o n  t o  r e - 
pent our Pains.
  The
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T h e  L e n g t h  o f  t h i s  D e b a t e  c a n - 
n o t ,  I  t h i n k ,  mu c h  s u r p r i z e  o n e  t h a t 
c o n s i d e r s  t h e  Va r i e t y  o f  P a r t i c u l a r s 
i n s i s t e d  o n .  I n  m y  T h r e e  B o o k s ,  I 
h a v e  A n s w e r e d  F i v e  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n 
w r i t t e n  a g a i n s t  m e ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h 
s o m e  s m a l l e r  Tr a c t s .  I  w o u l d  h a v e 
b e e n  s h o r t e r ,  h a d  I  n o t  f e a r e d  i t 
w o u l d  h a v e  d i s s e r v e d  t h e  C a u s e  I 
a m  e n g a g e d  i n .  A n d  t h o ’  I  w o n t 
s a y  n o t h i n g  s h a l l  p r e v a i l  w i t h  m e  t o 
w r i t e  a n y  m o r e  i n  t h i s  C o n t r o v e r s i e , 
ye t  I  c a n  ve n t u r e  t o  p ro m i s e ,  t h a t  i f 
a n y  f a r t h e r  E l u c i d a t i o n s  a p p e a r  N e - 
c e s s a r y,  t h e y  s h a l l  n o t  g i v e  m u c h 
Offence by their Tediousness.

I  h a ve  h e r e  f i n i s h e d  t h e  w h o l e  o f 
w h a t  I  u n d e r t o o k .  H a v i n g  i n  t h e 
Two  f o r m e r  Vo l u m e s  D e f e n d e d  o u r 
F a t h e r s  w h o  w e r e  S i l e n c e d ,  a s  t o 
t h e  Va l i d i t y  o f  t h e i r  O r d e r s ,  a n d  a s 
t o  t h e i r  N o t  c o m p l y i n g  w i t h  t h e 
Te r m s  o f  M i n i s t e r i a l  C o n f o r m i t y  t h a t
  were
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w e r e  i m p o s e d  u p o n  t h e m ;  I  i n  t h e 
p r e s e n t  Vo l u m e  p r o c e e d  t o  j u s t i f i e 
t h e i r  ho l d i ng  on  i n  t h e i r  Min i s t r y  a f - 
t e r  t h e y  w e r e  E j e c t e d  b y  t h e  G o - 
ve r n m e n t ;  t o  V i n d i c a t e  t h e  P r a c t i s e 
o f  t h e  Pe o p l e  w h o  e n c o u r a g ’d  t h e m 
i n  t h e  E x e r c i s e  o f  t h e i r  M i n i s t r y ; 
a n d  t o  A n s w e r  t h e  R e f l e c t i o n s  o f 
Mr.  Hoad ly  on  t h a t  Oc c a s i o n a l  C on f o r - 
m i t y ,  b o t h  o f  M i n i s t e r s  a n d  Pe o p l e , 
b y  w h i c h  t h e y  i n t e n d e d  t o  e x p r e s s 
t h e i r  C h a r i t y,  t o w a r d s  a  C h u r c h , 
w h i c h  t h e y  w e r e  n o t  s a t i s f i e d  i n 
t h e i r  C o n s c i e n c e s  e n t i r e l y  t o  f a l l  i n 
with.

I  h a v e  a l s o  s u b j o i n ’d  a  L e t t e r  t o 
M r .  O l l y f f e ,  i n  A n swe r  t o  h i s  S e c o n d  
D e f e n c e  o f  M i n i s t e r i a l  C o n f o r m i t y ;  a n d  
a n o t h e r  t o  M r .  H o a d l e y ,  b y  w a y  o f 
A n i m a d ve r s i o n  o n  h i s  D e f e n c e  o f  t h e 
R e a s o n a b l e n e s s  o f  C o n f o r m i t y ,  & c .  a n d 
s h a l l  e x p e c t  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  i s  n e w,  
b e fo re  I  s h a l l  eng age  any  f a r t he r  w i th 
either of them.
  The



 The Preface xiii

T h e  H i s t o r i c a l  L e t t e r  i n  t h e  C l o s e 
m ay  p e r h a p s  t o  s o m e  t h a t  a r e  C u r i - 
o u s ,  b e  m o r e  E n t e r t a i n i n g ,  t h a n  a ny 
t h i n g  e l s e  h e re  o f f e r ’d  t o  t h e i r  v i ew ; 
a n d  I  t h i n k  my  s e l f  o b l i g ’d  t o  g i v e 
some Account of it.

H e a r i n g  o f  s o m e  M i n i s t e r s  i n  a n d 
a b o u t  L i n c o l n s h i r e ,  w h o  f o r m e r l y  h a d 
L i v i n g s  i n  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d , 
b u t  a r e  n o w  N o n c o n f o r m i s t s ,  I  w a s 
d e s i r o u s  t o  k n o w  h o w  t h i s  s h o u l d 
h a p p e n .  T h e r e u p o n  I  w r o t e  t o 
M r .  R a s t r i c k  ( w h o  i s  n ow  t h e  Wo r - 
t h y  P a s t o r  o f  a  C o n s i d e r a b l e  C o n - 
g r e g a t i o n  o f  D i s s e n t e r s  i n  t h e  Tow n 
o f  K i n g s  L y n n e  i n  N o r f o l k )  d e s i r i n g 
h i m  t o  f a vo u r  m e  w i t h  t h e  H i s t o r y 
o f  h i s  Tr e a t m e n t  i n  t h e  C h u rc h ,  a n d 
t h e  G ro u n d s  o f  h i s  q u i t t i n g  h i s  L i v - 
i n g .  A f t e r  s o m e  t i m e  I  r e c e ive d  f ro m 
h i m  t h e  E n t e r t a i n i n g  L e t t e r ,  w h i c h , 
w i t h  h i s  A l l owa n c e ,  I  h e r e  p u b l i s h ; 
r e c o m m e n d i n g  i t  t o  t h e  Pe r u s a l  b o t h
  of
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o f  M r .  O l l y f f e ,  a n d  M r .  H o a d l y ,  I f  I 
m i s t a ke  n o t ,  i t  w i l l  b e  f o u n d  t o  g ive 
s o  me  L i gh t  i n  s eve r a l  Ma t t e r s  wh i ch 
o u r  C o n t r o v e r s i e  r u n s  u p o n .  T h o ’ 
I  c a n n o t  s a y  I  a g r e e  w i t h  h i m  i n 
eve r y  Pa r t i c u l a r ,  ye t  I  c a n  a s s u r e  a l l 
w h o m  i t  m a y  c o n c e r n ,  t h a t  I  P u b - 
l i s h  i t  a s  I  r e c e i v ’d  i t ;  a n d  t h i n k  i t 
a n  H a p p i n e s s  t h a t  I  h a v e  b e e n  a n 
I n s t r u m e n t  i n  h e l p i n g  t h e  Wo r l d  t o 
t h e  l i g h t  o f  s o  i n s t r u c t i ve  a  N a r r a - 
t i ve  a s  i t  c o n t a i n s ;  a n d  t h a t  t h e  r a - 
t h e r ,  b e c a u s e  s u c h  i s  t h e  Te m p e r  o f 
t h e  A u t h o r ,  t h a t  i t  l e a d s  h i m  v e r y 
m u c h  t o  a f f e c t  R e t i r e m e n t :  S o  t h a t 
h ad  h e  no t  b e en  u r g ’d  t o  i t ,  h i s  Ca s e 
w o u l d  h a r d l y  e v e r  h a v e  f a l l e n  u n - 
d e r  g e n e r a l  N o t i c e .  I  f o r b e a r  t h e 
p a r t i cu l a r  Rema rk s  wh i ch  s u ch  a  Le t - 
t e r  wo u l d  n a t u r a l l y  l e a d  t o ,  l e a v i n g 
i t  t o  eve r y  R e a d e r  t o  m a ke  t h e m  f o r 
himself.
  I shall
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I  s h a l l  o n l y  a d d ,  t h a t  b e i n g  n o w 
f re e  t o  P ro s e cu t e  my  De s i gn  o f  a  S e - 
c o n d  E d i t i o n  o f  my  A b r i d g m e n t ,  w i t h 
E m e n d a t i o n s  a n d  A d d i t i o n s ,  I  r e - 
n ew  my  R e q u e s t  t o  a l l  t h a t  a r e  A b l e 
t o  Rec t i f i e  Mi s t a k e s  w i t h  re f e rence  t o 
a n y  o f  t h e  E j e c t e d  M i n i s t e r s ,  o r  t o 
g i v e  a  m o r e  d i s t i n c t  C h a r a c t e r  o f 
t h e m ,  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  n o t  f a i l  t o 
g i v e  m e  N o t i c e .  I  w o u l d  i n d e e d 
w i l l i n g l y  h ave  s t a i d  f o r  t h e  O p p o s i t e 
A c c o u n t ,  a b o u t  w h i c h  t h e r e  h a t h 
b e e n  ( a s  I  a m  i n f o r m ’d )  s u c h  C o n - 
s u l t a t i o n  i n  m a ny  Pa r t s  o f  t h e  K i n g - 
d o m :  I  h ave  t h a t  R e s p e c t  f o r  Tr u t h , 
t h a t  I  s h o u l d  b e  g l a d  t o  b e  s e t  r i g h t 
i n  t h e  P a r t i c u l a r s  i n  w h i c h  I  h a v e 
b e e n  m i s t a k e n ,  t h o ’ t h e  Pe n  s h o u l d 
b e  d i p p ’d  i n  G a l l  t h a t  g i ve s  m e  t h e 
I n f o r m a t i o n :  B u t  n o t  s e e i n g  a ny  L i ke - 
l i h o o d ,  a f t e r  a l l  t h e  B o a s t s  t h a t  h ave 
b e e n  m a d e ,  a n d  a l l  t h e  I n s t r u c t i o n s 
t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  g i v e n  t o  t h e i r  N u - 
m e ro u s  D i s p e r s e d  A g e n t s  a n d  C o r r e - 
s p o n d e n t s ,  t h a t  t h e i r  D e s i g n  w i l l  i n
  hast
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has t  be  brought  to  the  de s i r ’d  Per fec t i - 
on ,  I  now  pu r po s e  t o  p ro c e ed  a s  f a s t 
a s  a ny  C i rc ums t a n c e s  w i l l  a l l ow :  And 
i f  nei ther Goodwil l  nor I l l-wi l l  can pre- 
v a i l  w i t h  s u c h  a s  a r e  A b l e ,  t o  g i v e 
m e  I n f o r m a t i o n  b e f o r e h a n d ,  I  a p p e a l 
t o  a l l  t h e  Wo r l d  w h e t h e r  t h e i r  C l a - 
m o u r s  a f t e r wa r d s  w i l l  n o t  b e  u n j u s t 
and groundless.

  THE
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A

DEFENCE
OF

Moderate Non-Conformity.

PART III.

A Continuation of the Tenth Chap- 
ter of the Abridgment.

“
“
“
“
“SO  T h a t  h e n c e  f o r w a r d  t h e  C h u r c h 

d o o r s  we r e  S h u t  u p o n  t h e m  w i t h  C o n - 
t e m p t ,  a n d  o t h e r s  f i l l e d  t h e i r  Va c a n t 
P u l p i t s :  A n d  t h e y  w e r e  L e f t  t o  s p e n d 
t h e i r  t i m e  i n  S o l i t u d e  a d d  R e t i r e m e n t , 

“ p r e p a r i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  f o r  a n o t h e r  Wo r l d s  a t 
“ b e i n g  o f  n o  f a r t h e r  u s e  i n  t h i s .  T h e y  w e r e 
“ m u c h  p e r s w a d e d  t o  l a y  d o w n  t h e i r  M i n i s t r y, 
“ w h e n  t h e y  w e r e  d e n y ’d  t h e  L i b e r t y  o f  E x e r - 
“ c i s i n g  i t  p u b l i c k l y ;  bu t  t h e  G e n e r a l i t y  o f  t h e m , 
“ c o u l d  n o t  b e  s a t i s f y ’d  u p o n  m a n y  A c c o u n t s . 
“ T h e y  f e a r ’d  t h e  G u i l t  o f  P e r f i d i o u s - b r e a k i n g 
“ t h e i r  O r d i n a t i o n  Vo w ,  b y  w h i c h  t h e y  o b l i g e d , 
“ t h e m s e l v e s  t o  t h e  D i l i g e n t  P e r f o r m a n c e  o f 
“ t h e i r  M i n i s t r y.  T h e y  w e r e  a f r a i d  o f  t h e  S i n 
“ o f  S a c r i l e d g e  i n  a l i e n a t i n g  Pe r s o n s ,  w h o  we r e 
“ C o n s e c t a t e d  t o  G o d :  I t  h a d  t o  t h e m  a  v e r y 
“ s t r a n g e  A p p e a r a n c e ,  t h a t  t h e i r  B r e t h r e n  s h o u l d 
“ s o  m u c h  a g g r av a t e  t h e  S a c r i l e d g e  o f  a l i e n a t i n g
 B con-

Reasons of 
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ed Mini- 
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“ c o n s e c r a t e d  U t e n s i l s  a n d  L a n d s ,  w h e n  t h ey  a t 
“ the  s ame  t ime  were  so  fo rwa rd  to  a l i ena t e  con- 
“ s e c r a t e d  Pe r s o n s ,  a n d  d i s c ove r ’d  s u c h  a n  A p - 
“ p ro b a t i o n  o f  i t :  W h e n  a s  t o  t h e i r  A p p r e h e n - 
“ s i o n ,  t h e  L a n d s ,  a n d  G o o d s  we re  bu t  t o  s e r ve 
“ t h e  Pe r s on s ,  who  we re  Emp loy ’d  i n  t h e  D iv i n e 
“ S e r v i c e .  M a n y  o f  t h e i r  P e o p l e  c l a i m ’d  t h e 
“ C o n t i n u a n c e  o f  t h e i r  R e l a t i o n  a n d  M i n i s t r y, 
“ a n d  h av i n g  g ive n  u p  t h e m s e l ve s  t o  t h e i r  C o n - 
“ d u c t  i n  D i v i n e  t h i n g s ,  b e g ’d  t h e y  wo u l d  n o t 
“ d e s e r t  t h e m :  T h e y  p r o f e s s ’d  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t 
“ t r u s t  t h e i r  S ou l s  t o  t h e  Pa s t o r a l  Gu i d a n c e  a n d 
“Care,  o f  a  Grea t  many o f  those,  who were  p l ac ’d 
“ i n  t h e  C h u r c h e s  i n  t h e i r ,  s t e a d ;  a n d  d e d a r ’d , 
“ t h a t  i f  t h ey  s h o u l d  f o r s a ke  t h e m ,  t h ey  wo u l d 
“cha rge  them wi th  neg l e c t  o f  t he i r  Sou l s ,  who se 
“ C a re  t h ey  h a d  u n d e r t a ke n .  S o  t h a t  t h ey  f e a r ’d 
“ t h e  S i n  o f  U n f a i t h f u l n e s s ,  C r u e l t y  a n d  U n - 
“ me rc i f u l n e s s ,  a nd  i n cu r r i n g  t h e  Gu i l t  o f  r u i n - 
“ i n g  S o u l s ,  b y  s t o p p i n g  t h e i r  o w n  M o u t h s . 
“ T h e  M a g i s t r a t e s  A u t h o r i t y  wa s  i n d e e d  a g a i n s t 
“ t h e m ;  b u t  t h e y  f o u n d  t h e m s e l v e s  u n d e r  a 
“ S o l e m n  O b l i g a t i o n  t o  a n  h i g h e r  A u t h o r i t y  t o 
“ f u l f i l  t h e i r  M i n i s t r y  a s  t h ey  we r e  a b l e ,  w h e n 
“ s o u g h t  t o  f o r  h e l p ;  f o r  n e g l e c t i n g  w h i c h  t h ey 
“ c o u l d  n o t  d i s c e r n  h ow  t h e  C o m m a n d  o f  t h e 
“Mag i s t r a t e  c ou l d  f u r n i s h  t h em  w i t h  a  j u s t  Ex - 
“ c u s e .  S h o u l d  t h e y  h a ve  b e e n  c o m m a n d e d  t o 
“ f o r b e a r  f e e d i n g  t h e i r  C h i l d r e n ,  o r  r e l i e v i n g 
“ the  poo r  and  d i s t re s s ’d ,  t hey  shou ld  h ave  f e a r ’d 
“ b e i n g  c h a r g ’d  w i t h  m u r d e r i n g  t h e m ,  i f  t h e y 
“ d y ’d  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  N e g l e c t :  A n d  i n  l i k e 
“ m a n n e r  t h ey  we re  a p p re h e n s i ve  o f  t h e i r  b e i n g 
“cha rgeable  wi th  the  Consequence s  o f  a  Neg lec t - 
“ i n g  t o  p ro m o t e  t h e  G o o d  o f  S o u l s  i n  a  M i - 
“ n i s t e r i a l  Way,  s h o u l d  a ny  Pe r i s h  a n d  b e  L o s t , 
“ w h o m  t h e y  w e r e  a b l e  t o  h a v e  a s s i s t e d  a n d 
“ i n s t r u c t e d .  T h e  C u r s e  a n d  D o o m  o f  t h e
  un-
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“unp ro f i t ab l e  Se r van t  t h a t  h i d  h i s  Ta l en t ,  Mat t h . 
“ 25 .  m u c h  a f f e c t e d  t h e m ;  a n d  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t 
“ b e a r  t h e  T h o u g h t s  o f  e x p o s i n g  t h e m s e l ve s  t o 
“ a l i k e  Tr e a t m e n t .  W i t h a l ,  t h e y  f o u n d  t h e 
“Nec e s s i t i e s  o f  t h e  Peop l e  i n  mo s t  Pa r t s  o f  t h e 
“ N a t i o n  G re a t ,  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e  L e g a l  P ro - 
“ v i s i o n  f o r  t h e m ;  m a ny  M i n i s t e r s  i n  t h e  P u b - 
“ l i c k  Chu rche s  h av i n g  mo re  Sou l s  t o  l ook  a f t e r 
“ t h a n  s e ve r a l  wo u l d  b e  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r ;  a n d  a t 
“ t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  a t  a l l  C e n s o r i - 
“ o u s ,  i t  wa s  t o o  E v i d e n t  t o  t h e m ,  t h a t  s u n d r y 
“o f  t h em we re  i n su f f i c i en t  and  unqua l i f y ’d .  And 
“ m a k i n g  t h e  b e s t  o f  t h i n g s ,  t h e y  f o u n d  t h a t 
“Popu l ou s  C i t i e s ,  a nd  t h e  i g no r an t  Pa r t s  o f  t h e 
“ C o u n t r y  n e e d e d  m o r e  h e l p ,  t h a n  t h e  P a r i s h . 
“ M i n i s t e r s  d i d ,  o r  c o u l d  a f f o r d  t h e m .  T h e y 
“ w e r e  w i t h a l  a l l e g e d  w i t h  m a n y  P a s s a g e s  o f 
“ S a c r e d  S c r i p t u r e ;  s o m e  o f  w h i c h  i n t i m a t e  t h e 
“Dura t ion  o f  the  Min i s t e r i a l  Of f i c e,  whe re  the re 
“ i s  o n c e  a  C o nveya n c e :  A s  M a t t h .  5 . 13 , 14 .  & c . 
“ M a t t h .  2 8 . 19 , 2 0 .  E p h e s .  4 . 10 . & c .  1   T i m . 4 . 15 , 
“ 1 6 .  M a t t .  2 4 . 4 5 , 4 5 , 4 8 .  A n d  o t h e r s  o f  t h e m 
“ p l e a d  f o r  t h e  N e c e s s i t y  o f  P r e a c h i n g ,  e v e n 
“ w h e n  t h e  M a g i s t r a t e  f o r b i d s :  A s  A c t s  4 . 1 9 . 
“ 5 .  2 8 .  1   C o r .  9 . 14 ,  16 .  A c t s  4 . 2 9 .  2  T i m .  4 . 
“ 1 ,  2 .  1   T i m .  6 . 1 3 , 1 4 .  & c .  A n d  t h e y  f o u n d 
“ i t  wa s  t h e i r  D u t y  t o  p r ay  f o r  t h e  s e n d i n g  i n 
“ o f  F a i t h f u l  L a b o u re r s ,  M a t t h .  9 . 38 .  L u k e  10 . 2 . 
“And cou ld  not  bu t  th ink  the  s end ing  up  o f  such 
“a  Reques t  to  God,  a  mocking of  h im,  whi le  such 
“ a s  t h ey  we re ,  c e a s ’d  t o  L a b o u r,  w h o  h a d  b e e n 
“ C a l l ’d  a n d  Q u a l i f y ’d ,  O w n ’d  a n d  S u c c e e d e d . 
“ I n  s h o r t ,  M a t u r e l y  we i g h i n g  t h e  w h o l e  M a t - 
“ t e r ,  t h e y  a f t e r  t h e  N a r rowe s t  S e a r c h ,  a p p r e - 
“ h e a d e d  i t  a n  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  D u t y  l y i n g  u p o n 
“ t h e m ,  a s  M e n  a n d  M i n i s t e r s ,  b y  t h e  O b l i g a - 
“ t i o n  o f  G o d ’s  L a w  o f  C h a r i t y,  a n d  b y  t h e 
“ b i n d i n g  F o r c e  o f  t h e i r  o w n  Vo w s  a t  t h e i r
 B 2 Self-
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“ S e l f - D e d i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  S e t  v i c e  o f  G o d  i n  h i s 
“ H o u s e ,  t o  d o  t h e i r  B e s t  i n  t h e  e xe r c i s e  o f  a l l 
“ t h e i r  Ta l e n t s ,  H u m a n ,  C h r i s t i a n  a n d  M i n i s t e - 
“ r i a l ,  t o  s e e k  t o  s ave  Peop l e s  Sou l s ;  a nd  t h e re - 
“ fore  to  Preach or  Teach and Exhor t  them,  in  the 
“manne r  t h a t  a pp e a r ’d  t o  t h em  mo s t  c onduc i b l e 
“ t h e re u n t o.  T h ey  c o u l d  n o t  s e e  w h e n c e ,  e i t h e r 
“ C i v i l  M a g i s t r a t e s  o r  B i s h o p s  h a d  a n y  p owe r 
“ t o  D o o m  t h e m  t o  u t t e r  S i l e n c e ,  s o  l o n g  a s 
“ t h ey  c o u l d  n o t  p rove  u p o n  t h e m ,  e i t h e r  A p o - 
“s tacy,  Heres ie,  or  Per f id iousnes s ,  or  any th ing in- 
“ c o n s i d e n t  w i t h  t h e  P u b l i c k  Pe a c e .  A n d  t h e r e - 
“ f o r e ,  p e r s i s t i n g  i n  t h a t  Wo r k ,  w h i c h  G o d  a n d 
“ t h e  N e c e s s i t i e s  o f  S o u l s  c a l l ’d  t h e m  t o ,  t h e y 
“ t h o ’t  Pa t i e n c e  t h e i r  D u t y,  a s  t o  a l l  S u f f e r i n g s 
“ t h e y  m i g h t  m e e t  w i t h :  I n  w h i c h  r e s p e c t 
“ t h ey  e nd e avou r ’d  t o  a r m  t h em s e l ve s  a s  s t ro n g - 
“ly as was possible.*

Mr.  Hoadly  here  te l l s  us ,  he wi l l  suppose  the  Rea- 
sons  a l l edg’d  to  be  su f f i c i en t  t o  p rove,  tha t  a  Compl i - 
a n c e  w i t h  t h e  Te r m s  o f  M i n i s t e r i a l  C o n f o r m i t y 
had been Sin fu l  in our Minis ter s ,  and yet  he under- 
t a ke s  t o  p r o v e,  t h a t  t h e  A r g umen t s  p r o p o s ’d  a r e  n o t 
S u f f i c i e n t  t o  j u s t i f y  t h e i r  B e h a v i o u r .  A n d  h e  s ay s , 
he ’ l  Cons ide r  the s e  Argument s ,  bo th  in  the  Ca se 
o f  those,  who cont inued  the i r  Min i s t r y  a f t e r  they 
we re  E j e c t ed  by  t h e  Ac t  f o r  Un i f o r m i t y ;  a nd  a l s o 
i n  t h e  Ca s e  o f  t h o s e,  who  have  b e en  Orda in ed  t o  t h e 
Min i s t r y  s i n c e .  My Pro fe s s ’d  A im,  wa s  to  g ive  the 
R e a s o n s  o f  o u r  F a t h e r s  f o r  C o n t i n u i n g  i n  t h e 
M i n i s t r y  a f t e r  t h e  L a w  s i l e n c ’d  t h e m :  A n d 
ye t  See ing ,  he  i s  so  wi l l ing  to  Cons ide r  the  Ca se 
of their  successor s  too, I  shan’t  be backward to fol-
  low

* Baxter’s 
Noncon- 
formity 
stated and 
argu’d, p.

Part. 2. 
p. 3*

p. 4.

1 5 6 .  H i s  P l e a  f o r  P e a c e ,  p .  2 2 9 .  H i s  A p o l o g y  f o r  t h e  N o n c o n f o r - 
m i s t  M i n i s t e r s ,  i n  Q u a r t o :  W h e r e  t h e  w h o l e  M a t t e r  i s  d i s t i n c t l y 
C a n v a s ’ d .  H i s  S a c r i l e g i o u s  D e s e r t i o n  o f  t h e  H o l y  M i n i s t r y  R e - 
buk’d. Octavo. And Allen’s Call to Archippus, Quarto.
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l ow  h im ,  t ho ’ I  h ave  t ouch ’d  upon  i t  a l r e a dy  i n 
t h e  F i r s t  Pa r t  o f  my  De f en c e .  Bu t  h e re  h e  t e l l s 
m e ,  H e ’ l  p a s s  b y  w h a t e v e r  i s  n o t  A r g u m e n t ;  u n - 
d u e  A g g r a v a t i o n s ;  w h i c h  a r e  r a t h e r  P r e j u d i c e s  t o 
s u p p o r t  a  P a r t y,  t h a n  A r g u m e n t s  t o  m a i n t a i n  a 
Cause,  wh i c h  ough t  t o  b e  f ounded  on  Reason ,  and  no t 
o n  Pa s s i o n .  I  p ro f e s s  h e ’s  f r e e  t o  t a ke  h i s  ow n 
way :  B u t  t h e n  I  h o p e  h e ’ l  y i e l d  t h i s  i s  a s  a l - 
l ow a b l e  o n  o u r  S i d e ,  a s  o n  h i s :  U p o n  w h i c h 
Condition I agree.

Be fore  he  p roceeds  to  Pa r t i cu l a r s ,  he  t ake s  ca re 
t o  l ay  i n  one  Gene r a l  P re j ud i c e ;  v i z :  Tha t  s e v e - 
ra l  who  we r e  i n  t h e  Min i s t r y  b e f o r e  16 62 ,  And  t h o s e 
n on e  o f  t h e  mo s t  i n c o n s i d e ra b l e  n o r  i n j u d i c i o u s,  w e r e 
n o t  d e t e r m i n ’d  by  t h e s e  A r g u m e n t s.  B e i n g  s h u t  o u t 
o f  th e  Es tab t i shmen t ,  th ey  s ough t  ou t  s ome  o the r  ways 
o f  b e i n g  u s e f u l  t o  Mank i n d ;  t h o ’ i f  t h e s e  A r g umen t s 
p rove  Good ,  Mr.  Hoadly says,  be  would not  be  in  the i r 
Ca s e  f o r  a  t h ou s and  Wo r l d s .  I  won ’t  s ay  t h i s  i s  an 
A g g r a va t i o n  a n d  n o t  a n  A r g u m e n t ;  bu t  s h a l l  d e - 
s i r e  Mr.  H .  t o  Con s i d e r  a  f ew  t h i n g s .  O f  t ho s e 
w h o  we r e  P r e a c h e r s  i n  16 6 2 ,  a n d  s i l e n c ’d  b y 
the  Un i fo r mi t y  Ac t ,  and  a f t e rwa rd s  t u r n ’d  o f f  t o 
o t h e r  E m p l oy m e n t s ,  m a n y  we r e  n o t  O r d a i n ’d , 
a n d  s o  n o t  S t r i d l y  o b l i g ’d .  T h i s  wa s  t h e  C a s e 
o f  Dr.  Sampson  Dr.  Mor ton  and Dr.  Hul s e ,  &c .  and 
I n d e e d  o f  M o s t  o f  t h o s e  w h o  t u r n ’d  e i t h e r  t o 
Physick or the Law, or other secular Business .  They 
we r e  b u t  C a n d i d a t s  f o r  t h e  M i n i s t r y  b e f o r e ; 
and  t he re fo re  we re  f re e  t o  D ive r t  f rom i t ,  when 
they  were  deny ’d  the  L ibe r t y  o f  Of f i c i a t i ng  in  i t 
w i t h  f u l l  S a t i f a c t i o n  t o  t h e i r  C o n s c i e n c e s .  B u t 
among those  who were  Orda in ’d  Min i s te r s  be fore, 
t h e r e  we r e  v e r y  f e w  t h a t  we r e  E j e c t e d ,  t h a t 
w h o l l y  l a i d  a s i d e  t h e  M i n i s t r y ;  a n d  i n  t h e  c a s e 
o f  t ho s e  f ew.  G re a t  a l l owance  mu s t  b e  made  f o r 
Fe a r ,  a s  C i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h e n  s t o o d ;  a n d  t h e  i n - 
f l u ence  o f  t h e  G lo s s e s  pu t  upon  t h ing s  by  t ho s e
 B 3 who
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who  r a the r  de s i r ’d  t he t  s hou ld  qu i t  t he  Min i s t r y 
t h a n  c o n t i n u e  i n  i t .  T h e  A r g u m e n t s  a l l e d g ’d , 
may  i n  t h emse l ve s  b e  ve r y  con s i d e r ab l e ,  and  ye t 
m i g h t  n o t  n e  r i g h t l y  u n d e r s t o o d  by  t h e s e  f ew ; 
who had they seen things  in the same l ight ,  would 
have ac ted in  the  same manner  a s  the  re s t  o f  the i r 
B re th ren :  So  th a t  t ho ’ Mr.  Hoad l e y  we re  i n  the i r 
Case,  he  might  be  ver y  sa fe ;  and yet  the  Cons ide- 
rations mention’d may be very weighty.

He  then  comes  to  the  P l e a s  o f  tho se  who  he ld 
on  i n  t h e i r  M in i s t r y :  t h e  f i r s t  o f  wh i ch  wa s  t a - 
ken  f rom the i r  Ord in a t i o n -Vow ,  whe re in  they  ob- 
l i g ’d  t h ems e l ve s  t o  t h e  d i l i g en t  Pe r f o r mance :  o f 
t h e i r  M i n i s t r y.  M r .  H .  s a y s ,  T h a t  h e  k n o w s  n o t 
wha t  i t  wa s  t h a t  t h e y  e xp l i c i t ly  p r om i s ’d ,  wh en  t h e y 
D e v o t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  t h e  S e r v i c e  o f  G o d  i n  t h e 
M i n i s t r y ;  w h i c h  I  a  l i t t l e  wo n d e r  a t .  Fo r  s o m e 
o f  t h e m  we r e  O r d a i n ’d  b y  B i s h o p s  b e f o r e  t h e 
C iv i l  Wa r s ;  w i t h  w h o s e  O rd i n a t i o n - P ro m i s e  h e 
mus t  t he re fo re  be  a s  we l l  a cqua in t ed  a s  w i th  h i s 
ow n .  A n d  a s  f o r  t h e  r e s t ,  t h e y  we r e  O rd a i n ’d 
according to the Director y,  where he may see their 
P ro m i s e  i n  Fo r m .  B u t  h e  s ay s ,  H e  i s  s u r e .  N o - 
th ing  ough t  t o  . b e  imp ly ’d  in  su c h  a  Vow,  and  su c h  a 
D e d i c a t i o n ,  t h a t  i s  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  S e r v i c e  o f  t h a t 
God ,  t o  whom,  th ey  Ded i c a t ed  t h emse l ve s,  o r  i n c on s i - 
s t ent  wi th the Good o f  the Chr i s t ian Church,  in whi ch- 
t h e y  o b l i g ’d  t h e m s e l v e s  b y  Vo w  t o  M i n i s t e r .  To 
w h i c h  I  r e p l y,  t h a t  w h e n  Pe r s o n s  t h a t  a r e  d u l y 
q u a l i f y ’d ,  D evo t e  t h e m s e l ve s  t o  t h e  S e r v i c e  o f 
God ,  i n  t h e  Work  o f  t h e  M in i s t r y,  ’t i s  n e c e s s a - 
r i l y  i m p l y ’d  ( w h e t h e r  i t  b e  e x p re s t  o r  n o )  t h a t 
t h ey  e n g a g e  t o  m a ke  t h a t  t h e  B u s i n e s s  o f  t h e i r 
L i ve s .  A n d  w h e n  t h e y  a r e  o n c e  t h u s  e n g a g ’d , 
t h o ’ a  c h a n g e  o f  C i r c u m s t a n c e s  m ay  o c c a s i o n  a 
Var ia t ion in  the  manner  o f  the i r.  excerc i s ing  the i r 
M i n i s t r y,  ye t  I  c o n c e i ve  n o  h a n g e  o f  . C i r c u m - 
s t a n c e s  c a n  make  t h e i r  c on t i nu i n g  i n  t h e  M in i -
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s t r y,  a s  f a r  a s  they  have  a  Na tura l  and  Mora l  Ca- 
p a c i t y,  and  a  re a l  Oppor tun i t y,  c e a s e  t o  be  the i r 
D u t y.  N o r  c a n  I  s e e  h ow  t h e i r  a c t i n g  i n  t h i s 
S a c r e d  O f f i c e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  R u l e  o f  t h e 
Word ,  c an  eve r  b e  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  S e r v i c e  o f  God , 
o r  r e a l ly  i n c on s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  Good  o f  t h e  Ch r i s t i a n 
C h u r c h .  H i s  E x p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  M a t t e r  i s  a  l i t - 
t l e  Pa r t i c u l a r.  T h e  Vo w ,  s ay s  h e ,  wa s,  t o  p r o m o t e 
t h e  Glo r y  o f  God ,  and  Good  o f  t ha t  So c i e t y  t o  wh i c h 
y o u  b e l o n g,  a n d  y o u  h a d  n o t  d e t e r m i n ’d  y o u r  s e l v e s 
t o  o n e  c e r t a i n  w ay,  u n l e s s  i n  o r d e r  t o  t h e s e  E n d s . 
Th i s  i s  no t  a  su f f i c i en t  Account  o f  the  Ord ina t i on 
Vo w ,  w h i c h  i s  r e a l l y,  a  S o l e m n  E n g a g e m e n t  t o 
make the Mini s t r y  the Bus ines s  o f  the Li fe ;  and to 
O f f i c i a t e  i n  i t  a s  G o d  g i ve s  C a p a c i t y,  A b i l i t y 
a n d  O p p o r t u n i t y.  N o w  ( s a y s  h e )  i f  t h e s e  E n d s 
may  b e  b e t t e r  p r omo t e d  by  you  i n  f o r s ak i n g  t h i s  way, 
t h an  i n  c o n t i n u i n g  i n  i t ,  y o u  a r e  n e i t h e r  P e r f i d i o u s, 
no r  Sac r i l eg ious,  i f  you dese r t  i t ,  but  ra the r  i f  you con- 
t i n u e  i n  i t .  To  b r e a k  s u c h  a  Vow  a s  t h a t  f o r e - 
m e n t i o n ’d ,  a n d  d e s e r t  t h e  S a c r e d  M i n i s t r y,  b e - 
c au s e  Men  (who  cou l d  no t  p rove  t h emse l ve s  d i - 
v i n e l y  a u t h o r i z ’d  f o r  a ny  s u c h  p u r p o s e )  f o r b i d 
them to cont inue in  i t ,  was  what  our  f a ther s  tho’t 
bo th  Pe r f i d i o u s  and  Sa c r i l e g i o u s ;  and ,  I  t h ink ,  ve - 
r y  j u s t l y.  A n d  t o  p r e t e n d ,  t h a t  s o  d o i n g  wo u l d 
be f o r  the  Glory o f  God ,  and the Good o f  the Church , 
wh i l e  t h e i r  Min i s t e r i a l  Capac i t y  con t i nu ’d ,  i s  s o 
f a r  f rom an  Excuse,  tha t  i t  r a ther  makes  the  Mat- 
t e r  wo r s e .  B u t  ( s a y s  h e )  H e  i s  n o t  Pe r f i d i o u s , 
who  a c t s  a ga in s t  i d l e  l i t e ra l  s en s e  o f  h i s  Vow,  b e c au s e 
i t  i s  a g r e e a b l e  t o  t h e  f i x t  a n d  o r i g i n a l  De s i g n  o f  i t , 
t han  h e  shou ld  do  s o .  I  an swer,  He tha t  be ing  du ly 
qua l i fy ’d  fo r  Ser v ice  in  the  Min i s t r y,  and  so lemn- 
l y  e n g a g i n g  t o  s p e n d  h i s  D ay s  i n  t h a t  S e r v i c e , 
s h a l l  a f t e r wa rd s  w h o l l y  d i ve r t  t o  o t h e r  A f f a i r s , 
w i t hou t  m ind ing  t h a t  S e r v i c e ,  i s  j u s t l y  ch a r g e a - 
ble with Per f id iousnes s ;  because he act s  agains t  both
 B 4 the



8[8] A Defence of Part III.

t h e  l i t e r a l  S en s e,  and  t h e  o r i g i n a l  De s i gn  o f  h i s 
O r d i n a t i o n  Vow.  T h i s  we  m ay  s a f e l y  a s s e r t  i n 
the  genera l ;  tho ’ in  pa r t i cu l a r  Ca se s ,  where  the re 
may  be  some  pecu l i a r  C i rcums t ance s ,  i t  i s  f i t t e s t 
f o r  u s  t o  l e a ve  Pe r s o n s  t o  G o d .  H e  a d d s .  N o r 
i s  h e  S a c r i l e g i o u s  w h o  w i t h d r a w s  f r o m  t h e  S a - 
c r e d  O f f i c e ,  t o  w h i c h  h e  h a d  d e d i c a t e d  h i m s e l f,  b e - 
cause he can now no longer do that Service to the Church, 
h e  on c e  p r o p o s e d  t o  h im s e l f,  i n  t h i s  S t a t i o n ;  bu t  c a n 
d o  mu c h  m o r e ,  by  b e t a k i n g  h i m s e l f  t o  a n o t h e r .  To, 
which  I  rep ly,  fo r  Pe r son s  du ly  qua l i f i ed  fo r  Se r - 
v i c e  i n  t h e  S a c red  Min i s t r y,  a nd  bound  t o  i t  by 
a  So l emn  P rom i s e  a t  t h e i r  O rd i n a t i o n ;  f o r  Pe r - 
s o n s ,  w h o m  G o d  h a s  ow n ’d  i n  t h a t  O f f i c e ,  a n d 
m ay  b e  l i ke l y  f u r t h e r  t o  ow n  a s  I n s t r u m e n t s  o f 
Good  to  many,  i f  they  con t inue  f a i th fu l l y  to  d i s - 
c h a r g e  t h e i r  D u t y,  f o r  s u c h  Pe r s o n s  h av i n g  a n 
O p p o r t u n i t y,  t o  w i t h d r a w  w h o l l y  f r o m  t h e  S a - 
c r e d  O f f i c e ,  i s  p ro p e r l y  S a c r i l e g i o u s :  A n d  t o  d o 
t h i s  u p o n  p r e t e n c e  o f  b e i n g  n o  l o n g e r  c a p a b l e 
o f  S e r v i c e  t o  t h e  C h u r c h ,  i s  a  p o o r  E x c u s e ;  f o r 
wh i ch  i n  t h e  Ca s e  o f  s u ch ,  t h e re  c an  b e  no  s o - 
l i d  r e a s o n  g i ve n .  Fo r  t h e  C h u r c h  a lway s  n e e d s 
t h e  A s s i s t a n c e  o f  s u c h  Pe r s o n s .  A n d  t o  t a l k  o f 
t h e i r  d o i n g  m i f c h i e f ,  wh i l e  t h ey,  a c co rd ing  t o  t he 
R u l e  o f  t h e  Wo rd ,  d i s c h a r g e  t h e  O f f i c e ,  i s  t o 
suppose  i t  a  mi sch ievous  th ing  to  he lp  mul t i tude s 
o f  S o u l s  t o  H e ave n ,  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  n o t  d o n e  i n 
Mood and Figure.

M r .  H o a d l y  f r a n k l y  d e c l a r e s ,  T h a t  i t  s h o c k s 
h im t o  th ink  tha t  any  Pe r s on  knowing ly  and  w i l l i n g ly 
d e s i gn ’d  t o  r o b  t h e  Chu r c h  o f  t h e  Labou r s  o f  any  t ru - 
l y  g o o d  a n d  u s e f u l  M e n .  H e  m ay  s u p p o s e  t h e r e - 
f o r e ,  t h a t  t h e y  d i d  n o t  a p p r e h e n d  t h o s e  c o n - 
c e r n ’d  we r e  t r u l y  g o o d  a n d  u s e f u l  M e n ,  i f  t h a t 
w i l l  a f f o rd  h i m  a ny  R e l i e f ,  B u t  t h a t  a l t e r s  n o t 
t h e  R e a l i t y  o f  t h e  C a s e .  I  ow n  w i t h  h i m .  T h a t 
t h e  Fa u l t s  o f  o t h e r s  a r e  n e i t h e r  o u r  Fa u l t s,  n o r  e x -
  cuses
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c u s e s  f a r  ou r  Fau l t s .  And ,  fo r  tha t  re a son ,  i f  some 
we r e  f a u l t y  i n  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  S i l e n c e  s o  m a n y 
H u n d r e d  u s e f u l  M i n i s t e r s ,  a s  we r e  E j e c t e d  b y 
t h e  A c t  o f  U n i f o r m i t y,  t h o ’ I  d o n ’t  t h i n k  t h a t 
w i l l  be  cha rg ’d  upon  tho se,  who  ne i the r  had  any 
H a n d  i n  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  n o r  a p p r ov ’d  o f  i t ,  a n d 
p l e a d e d  f o r  i t  a f t e r wa r d s ;  s o  n e i t h e r  wo u l d  i t 
have been an Excuse  for  those  Mini s te r s ,  had they 
c o m p l y ’d  w i t h  t h e m .  B u t  w hy  s h o u l d  h e  s a y, 
That  th i s  i s  o f  no  r e l a t i on  to  the  Po in t  now be fo r e  u s? 
I f  i t  be  ev ident ,  tha t  they  who des ign ’d  whol ly  to 
s i lence our Father s ,  d id des ign t o  rob  the  Chur c h,  o f 
the  Labour s  o f  many t ru ly  good  and use fu l  Men ,  ( and, 
i f  I  m i s t a ke  n o t ,  M r.  H o a d ly  h i m s e l f  a f t e r wa rd s 
owns  someth ing  tha t  i s  ve r y  l ike  i t ) ;  then  I  th ink 
i t  p l a i n l y  f o l l ows ,  t h a t  t hey  cou ld  no t  concu r  i n 
s i l enc ing  themse l ve s ,  w i thou t  h av ing  a l s o  a  h and 
in such a Robbery upon the Church.

B u t ,  s ay s  M r.  H o a d l y — t h e  O rd i n a t i o n  Vo w  i s 
n o  A r g um en t ,  a s  i t  s t a n d s  by  i t  s e l f  f o r  t h e  Con t i - 
nu an c e  o f  t h e i r  M in i s t r y .  He  m igh t  t he re fo re  h ave 
t a ke n  n o t i c e  ( h a d  h e  t h o ’t  f i t )  t h a t  i t  wa s  n o t 
p l e a d e d  a l o n e ,  b u t  i n  C o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r 
C o n s i d e r a t i o n s .  A n d  y e t  t a k e n  a l o n e ,  I  c a n ’ t 
s e e,  bu t  i t  may  be  a l l ow’d  o f  we igh t  i n  the  Ca s e 
o f  a l l ,  who  knew themse l ve s  qu a l i f i e d  a c co rd ing 
t o  t h e  Go spe l  Ru l e ;  and  h ad  f ound  God  own ing 
them in  t he i r  Min i s t r a t i on s .  A  Humane  P roh ib i - 
t i o n  c o u l d  n o t  d i s p e n s e  w i t h ;  t h e i r  Vow,  s o  a s 
t o  e x c u s e  t h e i r  Q u i t t i n g  t h e  S a c r e d  O f f i c e ,  s o 
s o l e m n l y  u n d e r t a ke n .  B u t  s ay s  h e ,  t h e  r i g h t  way 
mu s t  b e ,  f i r s t  t o  s h e w  f r o m  o t h e r  A r g u m e n t s,  t h a t 
i t  i s  f o r  t h e  H o n o u r  a n d  S e r v i c e  o f  G o d  a n d  h i s 
Chu r c h ,  t ha t  t h ey  shou l d  publ i c k ly  exe cu t e  t h e  Of f i c e 
o f  M i n i s t e r s,  a n d  t h e n  t o  a r g u e  f r o m  t h e i r  Vo w,  t o 
t h e  C on t i n u a n c e  o f  t h e i r  P u b l i c k  M i n s t r a t i o n s .  Fo r 
my  Pa r t  I  t ook  the  Argument s ,  wh i ch  they  P l e a - 
d e d  i n  t h e i r  ow n  V i n d i c a t i o n ,  i n  t h e  O rd e r  i n
  which
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wh i ch  t h ey  p ropo s ’d  t h em .  And  s uppo s i n g  t h e i r 
Con s i de r a t i on s  we re  no t  r ank ’d  a c co rd ing  t o  t he 
N i c e  R u l e s  o f  M e t h o d ,  I  s h o u l d  ye t  s u p p o s e , 
t h a t  a s  t he  Wor ld  o rd in a r i l y  goe s ,  i t  m igh t  e a s i - 
l y  be  ove r look t .  Bu t  i f  t he  Gen t l eman  wi l l  s t and 
upon  i t ,  I  doub t  he ’d  be  h a rd  pu t  t o ’t  t o  p rove, 
tha t  the i r  Method was  not  a s  good ,  a s  tha t  which 
h e  wo u l d  h ave  p r e s c r i b e d  t h e m .  H i s  m a i n  P l e a 
i s ,  Tha t  t h e i r  Vow  wa s  wh o l l y  c o n d i t i o n a l ;  a n d  r e - 
s p e c t i n g  t h e  Go o d  a n d  S e r v i c e  o f  t h e  Chu r c h :  Sup - 
po s ing  i t ;  i f  ye t  th i s  i s  a  Cond i t ion  tha t  i s  neve r 
want ing  in  the  Case  o f  such a s  a re  du ly  qua l i f i ed , 
bo th  a s  to  the i r  In te l l ec tua l s  and  Mora l s ,  fo r  Mi- 
n i s t e r i a l  S e r v i c e ;  i f  t h e  c o n t i n u ’d  L a b o u r s  o f 
such  Pe r son s  i s  eve r  fo r  the  Good and  Se r v i ce  o f 
t h e  C h u r c h ,  t h e n  a r e  we  b u t  w h e r e  we  we r e . 
The mos t  tha t  can  be  made o f  the  Mat te r,  i s  th i s . 
They  took  i t  f o r  g r an ted ,  tha t  the  Labour s  o f  a l l 
F a i t h fu l  Min i s t e r s ,  a c co rd ing  t o  t h e  Ru l e  o f  t h e 
Word ,  we re  a lway s  f o r  t he  Good ,  and  Se r v i c e  o f 
the  Church ;  and  th i s  be ing  supposed ,  the i r  Argu- 
m e n t  f r o m  t h e i r  O r d i n a t i o n  Vow  i s  f i r m  a n d 
s s t o n g .  M r.  H o a d l y ,  w h e n  h e  c o m e s  t o  A n swe r 
t h em ,  w i l l  s u ppo s e  t h a t  t h e  L abou r s  o f  F a i t h f u l 
M i n i s t e r s ,  t h o ’ a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  R u l e s  o f  t h e 
Word ,  may  be  to  the  d i shonour  o f  God ,  and  d i s - 
s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  C h u rc h ;  a n d  t h e r e f o r e ,  p r e t e n d s 
t h e i r  A r g u m e n t  f r o m  t h e i r  O r d i n a t i o n  Vo w 
wo n ’t  h o l d :  B u t  h e  s h o u l d  h ave  d i s p rov ’d  t h e i r 
Suppos i t ion ,  and  c lea r ’d  h i s  own;  be fore  he  cou ld 
re a s on ab l y  expec t ,  e i t h e r  t o  weaken  t h e i r  A rgu - 
ment, or serve his Cause against them.

I t  wa s  f a r t h e r  p l e a d e d  by  t h e  M i n i s t e r s  w h o 
we re  E j e c t e d ,  T h a t  m a ny  o f  t h e i r  P e o p l e  c l a i m e d 
th e  Con t inuan c e  & th e i r  Ke l a t i om and ,  Min i s t r y ,  &c. 
and that  they f ea r ’d  the  Sin o f  Unfa i th fu lnes s s,  Crue l ty 
and  Unme r c i f u l n e s s,  and  i n c u r r i n g  t h e  Gu i l t  o f  r u i n - 
i n g  S ou l s,  by  s t o p p i n g  t h e i r  own  Mou t h s .  To  wh i ch
  Mr. H.

p. 5.



Part III. Moderate Non-Conformity [11]11

Mr.  H .  thus  rep l i e s ,  I  do  no t  doub t  inde ed ,  bu t  tha t 
many  o f  t h e i r  P e o p l e  m i g h t  b e  i n du c e d  by  t h e i r  own 
Af f e c t i on s  t o  them, and many by  the i r.  Di s c ou r s e  w i th 
t h em,  t o  r e qu e s t  them s t i l l  t o  Min i s t e r  t o  t h em.  Bu t 
how does i t  fo l low from thence, that there fore they ought? 
I  An swe r :  I  h ave  so  good  an  Op in ion  o f  Mr.  H . 
a s  t o  b e l i eve  t h a t  i f  h e  h ad  been  i n  t h e  Ca s e  o f 
s ome  o f  t h e s e  E j e c t ed  Min i s t e r s ,  h e  wou ld  h im- 
s e l f  s c a r c e  h a ve  d e m u r r ’d  u p o n  t h e  Po i n t .  I ’ l 
s uppo s e  h im to  h ave  unde r t aken  the  Ca re  o f  t he 
Sou l s  o f  t he  Peop l e  i n  such  a  c e r t a i n  Pa r i s h  and 
t h a t  G o d  h a d  ow n ’d  h i m  t h e r e ,  t o  d o  g o o d  t o 
many,  a nd  s p re ad  s e r i ou s  Re l i g i on  among  t h em . 
I ’ l  s uppo s e  h im  s i l e n c ’d  by  Au tho r i t y,  upon  t h e 
Account  o f  h i s  Non-compl i ance  wi th  some th ing s 
requi r ’d ,  in  which h i s  Consc ience  a f te r  h i s  u tmos t 
E n q u i r i e s  r e m a i n ’d  d i s s a t i s f i e d .  I ’ l  f a r t h e r  s u p - 
pose hi s  Place to remain for  some t ime unsupply’d, 
and  th a t  i f  h e  con t i nue s  no t  h i s  Min i s t r y  among 
them,  they  mus t  have  no  Ord inance s  in  th i s  t ime 
A d m i n i s t r e d  t o  t h e m ,  n o  P u b l i c k  Wo r s h i p  ke p t 
u p  a m o n g  t h e m :  ( I  m ay  we l l  p u t  s u c h  a  C a s e 
a s  t h i s ,  s i n c e  I  h ave  b e e n  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n f o r m ’d 
by  s ome  o f  t h e  E j e c t e d  M in i s t e r s ,  t h a t  t h i s  wa s 
t h e i r  C a s e ,  a n d  I  r e f e r  t o  M r .  Q u i c k ,  w h o  i s 
y e t  L i v i n g  f o r  o n e : )  I ’ l  o n c e  m o r e  s u p p o s e , 
that  he i s  in thi s  Case set  upon by these poor Peo- 
p l e ,  t o  w h o m  h e  wa s  r e l a t e d  a s  a  P a s t o r ,  a n d 
e n t r e a t e d  a n d  a d j u r ’d  by  a l l  t h a t  i s  s a c r e d ,  t h a t 
i f  he  ha s  any  va lue  fo r  the i r  Sou l s ,  any  rega rd  to 
t h e i r  E t e r n a l  We l f a re ;  any  Conce r n  no t  t o  undo 
al l  that he has been doing, s ince he has been spend- 
ing his  Pains amongst them, he would st i l l  continue 
t o  M i n i s t e r  t o  t h e m  i n  H o l y  t h i n g s  a s  b e f o r e : 
Would Mr.  H .  in  such a  Case  ques t ion whether  he 
ought or no? I must needs say, I  both hope and be- 
l ieve, he wo’d soon determine to g ratify their desire, 
When then he a sks ,  a r e  the  Peop l e  f i t  Judge s  o f  Your
  Duty
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Duty  o r  D i r e c t o r s  o f  you r  P ra c t i c e ?  I  an swer  i t  doe s 
not follow, our Fathers tho’t they were so in all Cases 
b e c a u s e  t h ey  t h o ’t  t h e m s e l ve s  b o u n d  t o  r e g a r d 
them in such a Case as this. But he goes on with his 
Querys:  Have you Acted, or  do you Act,  as i f  you were 
gu id ed  by  th i s  Cons id e ra t i on ;  a s  i f  i t  we r e  you r  Judg - 
ment, that you Contracted such a Relation to the Flock, in 
whi c h you once  Minis te r,  that  a  removal  be comes unlaw- 
fu l ,  i f  any  o f  th em r eque s t  you r  s t ay?  But  i s  th i s  Ar- 
g um en t  o r  Ag g r a va t i o n ?  He  knows  ve r y  we l l  t h a t 
t h i s  Ju d g m e n t  d i d  n o t  o b t a i n  a m o n g  t h e  G e n e - 
ra l i ty  of  the Ejected Miuis ter s ,  Nor was i t  necessa- 
r y,  that i t  should, in order to their  being consis tent 
w i t h  t h e m s e l ve s .  Fo r  i t  d o e s  n o t  f o l l ow  t h a t  a 
M i n i s t e r  m o s t  t h i n k  h i m s e l f  n e c e s s a r i l y  s t a k ’d 
d ow n  f o r  l i f e ,  i n  t h a t  C o n g r e g a t i o n  t o  w h i c h 
h e  i s  on c e  r e l a t e d  a s  a  Pa s t o r ;  b e c a u s e  h e ,  t ho ’ 
p ro h i b i t e d  by  A u t h o r i t y  t h i n k s  h i m s e l f  o b l i g ’d 
t o  c o n t i n u e  h i s  L a b o u r s  a m o n g  a  Pe o p l e  t h a t 
God  ha s  made  h im u se fu l  to,  and  to  rega rd  the i r 
Cr ys  and Entrea ty s  on tha t  beha l f ,  a s  long a s  they 
a re  e i the r  who l l y  de s t i tu te  o f  a  Min i s t e r,  o r  have 
one sent  to  Of f ic i a te  among them,  who i s  notor i - 
ou s l y  un f i t  f o r  t h a t  S a c red  Work .  When  he  f a r - 
t h e r  a s k s .  Did  y o u  n e v e r  r em o v e  f r om  t h e s e  P e o p l e 
w h o  t h u s  E n t r e a t e d  y o u ?  T h e  A n s we r  i s  E a s y ; 
Most of them, did it  not t i l l  force Constraind them. 
They  p re a ched  among  t h em  t i l l  t h ey  we re  many 
o f  t h em  imp r i s on ’d ,  a nd  s om e  o f  t h em  b a n i s h ’d 
a nd  a f t e rwa rd s  by  v i o l en c e  s e p e r a t e d  f rom  t h em 
by  t h e  O x f o r d  A c t .  A n d  w h a t  t h o ’ t h e y  a f t e r - 
wa rd s  r e m o v ’d  f r o m  o n e  C o n g r e g a t i o n  t o  a n o t h e r ? 
Why migh t  they  no t ,  i f  i n  the  P l a ce s  where  they 
we r e ,  t h e i r  F a m i l y s  c o u l d  n o t  s u b s i s t ;  o r  t h e y 
h ad  a  P ro spec t  o f  g re a t e r  Use fu lne s s  and  s e r v i c e 
e l sewhere:  Or suppose the  Peop le  a r e  no t  a lways  con- 
t e n t  t o  p a r t  w i t h  t h e i r  M i n i s t e r s  w h e n  t h e y  w o u l d 
h a ve  t h em ;  Doe s  i t  f o l l ow they  mus t  do  i t ,  when
  others
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o ther s  wou’d  have  them,  tho ’ wi thout  and  aga in s t 
Reason?  Does  i t  fo l low tha t  the  s i l enc ’d  Mini s te r s 
we r e  o b l i g e d  t o  l e ave  t h e i r  F l o c k s ,  w h e n  t h ey 
e a r n e s t l y  E n t r e a t e d  t h e i r  s t ay,  a n d  we re  l i ke  s o 
Con s i d e r a b l y  t o  s u f f e r  by  t h e i r  r emova l ,  a s  may 
we l l  b e  s uppo s ’d ,  i n  Ca s e  t h ey  h ad  no  Min i s t e r s 
a m o n g  t h e m  i n  t h e i r  r o o m ;  o r  o n l y  s e e k  a s 
we r e  l o o s e  a n d  S c a n d a l o u s ?  H e  f u r t h e r  a s k s  i s 
th i s  Argument  on ly  good ,  when  you  a r e  su c c e eded  by  a 
Min i s t e r  o f  t h e  E s t a b l i s h t  Chu r c h ,  and  no t  when  you 
a r e  s u c c e e d e d  by  o n e  amon g s t  y o u r  s e l v e s ?  I  a n swe r 
’t i s  a s  Good ,  i f  a n  unqu a i i f y ’d  Pe r s on  s u c c e ed s , 
w i th  whom the  Peop le  have  the re fo re  ju s t  re a son 
to  be  d i s s a t i s f y ’d ,  i n  one  Ca se  a s  i n  ano the r.  Fo r 
t h e  d i f f e ren t  Cha r a c t e r  o f  t h e  s u c ce s s o r,  and  h i s 
P ro f e s s i on ,  i f  h e  be  re a l l y  known  to  be  immora l 
and  V i t i ou s ,  make s  no  d i f f e rence  i n  t h e  Obl i g a - 
t i o n  o f  M i n i s t e r s  ( w h e n  d e s i r e d )  t o  t a ke  C a r e 
o f  the  F locks ,  to  which  they  have  been  re l a ted  a s 
P a s t o r s .  A n d  a s  m u c h  a s  t h e  Pe o p l e  a r e  d e s - 
p i s ’d ,  we  f i nd  they  o f t en  a re  so  f a r  Di s c e r n e r s ,  a s 
t o  be  ab l e  to  d i s t i ngu i sh  be tween  such  a s  a im  a t 
doing Good to  Soul s  by  the i r  Preaching ,  and such 
a s  on ly  a im a t  a  L ive lyhood;  be tween such a s  d i s - 
cove r  t hey  a re  i n  Ea r ne s t  i n  t he i r  Pu lp i t -Pe r fo r - 
m a n c e s ,  by  t h e  s u i t a b l e n e s s  o f  t h e i r  L i ve s ,  a n d 
s u c h  a s  l i ve - d ow n  w h a t  t h ey  P r e a c h .  A n d  t h o ’ 
i t  i s  not  to  he  deny ’d ,  but  tha t  the  E jec ted  Min i- 
s t e r s  ( and  the i r  Succe s so r s  too)  have  had  r e a s on  t o 
c omp l a i n  s ome t ime s  o f  t h e i r  wan t  o f  J ud gmen t ,  ye t  i t 
d o e s  n o t  t h e r e f o r e  f o l l ow,  b u t  t h a t  w h e n  t h e 
Peop l e  wou ld  e i the r  have  been  l e f t  who l l y  de s t i - 
t u t e  upon  t h e i r  r emova l ,  o r  und e r  t h e  Co n du c t 
o f  unsa fe  and  in su f f i c i en t  Guide s ,  tho se  Min i s t e r s 
whom the  Law s i l enc ’d ,  might  not  in  such a  ca se, 
w a r r a n t a b l y  h a v e  r e g a r d  t o  t h e i r  i n t r e a t i e s . 
When  h e  f a r t h e r  a s k s ,  whe t h e r  t h e  Peop l e  mad e 
th i s  r eque s t  on ly,  whe r e  the i r  Suc c e s s o r s  we r e  r ea l ly  in
  sufficient
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s u f f i c i e n t ?  a n d  w h e t h e r  i t  w a s  r e g a r d e d  b y  t h e s e 
E jec ted  Mini s te r s  on ly  in  su c h  Cas e s ?  I  answer,  ’t i s 
eno ’ to  the  Pur pose,  i f  th i s  Argument  i s  Good in 
some Cases ,  which was  not  p leaded in  the Case  of 
a l l :  And  t ho ’ i t  d i d  no t  ho l d  i n  a l l ,  ye t  i t  d o e s 
not  there fore  fo l low,  but  i t  s t ands  ve r y  good ,  and 
i s  u n a n swe r a b l e  i n  t h e  C a s e  o f  s o m e .  A n d  i n - 
deed,  i f  some of  these  Argument s  wi l l  ho ld  in  the 
Ca s e  o f  s ome,  and  o the r s  i n  t h e  Ca s e  o f  o the r s , 
a n d  t h e r e  we r e  n o n e  a m o n g  t h e  E j e c t e d  M i n i - 
s te r s  but  might  be  ju s t i f i ed  by some of  them;  i t  i s 
e n o ’ ;  i t  a n s we r s  t h e  E n d  i n t e n d e d ,  t h o ’ t h e r e 
a re  s eve r a l  o f  t h em  t h a t  s u i t  no t  s u ch  a nd  s u ch 
P a r t i c u l a r  C a s e s .  A n d  a f t e r  a l l ,  i f  M r .  H o a d l y 
w ond e r s  t o  s e e  s u c h  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  Agumen t s  a dva n c ’d 
f o r  s o  v e r y  m a t e r i a l  a  P o i n t  o f  P r a c t i c e ,  I  c a n n o t 
h e l p  i t :  H e  mu s t  g i ve  m e  l e ave  a l s o  t o  wo n d e r 
i n  my  t u r n ,  t o  s e e  s u c h  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  Q u e r y s 
pu t ,  i n  a  Ma t t e r  so  Momentou s ,  depend ing  upon 
Circumstances, not distinctly weigh’d or stated.

A s  f o r  h i s  Fo r ma l  S p e e ch  wh i ch  h e  h a s  t a ken 
t h e  Pa i n s  t o  c o m p o s e  f o r  o n e  o f  t h e s e  E j e c t e d 
M i n i s t e r s  t o  h i s  P a r i s h i o n e r s ,  w h e n  t h e y  p e r - 
swaded him to cont inue hi s  Labour s  amongs t  them 
a f t e r  the  Law had  s i l enc ’d  h im,  I  have  the se  Ma- 
t e r i a l  O b j e c t i o n s  a g a i n s t  i t :  T h a t  i t ,  i n  s u n d r y 
re s p e c t s ,  f a i l e d  no t  t h e  Ca s e  o f  t ho s e  who  we re 
mos t  vehemen t l y  u rg ’d  by  the i r  Peop l e  t o  con t i - 
nue  the i r  Min i s t e r i a l  Labour s  amongs t  them;  and , 
th a t  i n  o the r  re spec t s ,  I  h a rd l y  th ink  Mr.  Hoad ly 
h i m s e l f  c o u l d  h ave  m a d e  s u c h  a  S p e e c h  w i t h  a 
safe Conscience.

1 .  A  S e t  S p e e c h  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e  wo u l d  n o t , 
i n  s eve r a l  re spec t s ,  h ave  su i t ed  the  Ca se  o f  tho se 
among the Ejected Minis ter s ,  who were most  urg’d 
by  the i r  Peop l e  to  con t inue  the i r  Labour s  among 
t h e m .  T h e y  t h a t  h a d  n o n e  t o  s u c c e e d  t h e m 
upon  the i r  E j e c t i on ,  (wh i ch  wa s  t he  Ca s e  o f  s e -
  veral)
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ve r a l )  c o u l d  n o t  h ave  t o l d  t h e i r  Pe o p l e ,  t h a t  i t 
wa s  f o r  t h e  un i v e r s a l  g o o d  o f  t h e  Chu r c h ,  t h a t  t h e y 
s hou l d  no t  exe cu t e  t h e i r  O f f i c e  pub l i c i t y  among  t h em: 
O r  t h a t  t h e r e  w e s  n o  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  i t ,  o r  t h a t  t h e r e 
wa s  no  Dange r  o f  t h e i r  l o s i ng  th e i r  Sou l s,  f o r  wan t  o f 
t h e i r  pub l i c k  As s i s t an c e ;  when  they  migh t  so  ea s i l y 
d rop  i n t o  E t e r n i t y  i n  a n  unp rep a red  S t a t e ,  h av - 
i n g  n o n e  t o  a s s i s t  t h e m ,  i f  t h e y  r e f u s ’d .  T h ey 
c ou l d  no t  t e l l  t h em ,  t h a t  i n  t h e  Chu r c h  o f  En g - 
l a n d  t h e r e  w a s  ( a s  t o  t h e m )  E x c e l l e n t  P r o v i s i o n 
f o r  t h e i r  E d i f i c a t i o n  & c .  s i n c e  s h e  l e f t  t h e m  d e - 
s t i t u t e ,  & c .  A g a i n ,  T h ey  t h a t  h a d  s u c h  s u c c e s - 
so r s  a s  were  no to r iou s l y  s c anda lou s ,  and  immora l 
i n  t he i r  L ive s ,  cou ld  no t  h ave  to l d  t he i r  Peop l e, 
( e ve n  t h o ’ t h i s  D i r e c t o r y  o f  M r .  H o a d l y ’s  h a d 
t h e n  b e e n  e x t a n t )  t h a t  t h e y  t h o ’t  t h e m s e l v e s  n o t 
o b l i g ’d  t o  Con t i nu e  t h e i r  L a b ou r s  p u b l i c k ly  Among s t 
t h em ,  when  they  tha t  way  migh t  s e e  an  Appa ren t 
H a z a r d  o f  l o s i n g  m u c h  o f  t h e  F r u i t  o f  t h e i r 
p a s t - L a b o u r s .  T h e y  c o u l d  n o t  t e l l  t h e m ,  t h a t 
i n  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d  t h e r e  wa s  ( a s  t o  t h e m ) 
Exc e l l e n t  P r o v i s i on  f o r  t h e i r  Ed i f i c a t i on ,  and  i n c r e a s e 
i n  a l l  t r u ly  Ch r i s t i a n  G ra c e s ;  When  t h ey  h ad  one 
s e n t  among  t h em  f o r  a  Gu i d e ,  who  r a t h e r  r i d i - 
cu l ’d  s e r iou s  Re l i g ion  than  recommended  i t ;  and 
wa s  more  l i ke l y  t o  l e ad  them to  He l l  by  h i s  V i - 
c i ou s  Examp l e,  t h an  t o  Heaven  by  h i s  I n s t r u c t i - 
o n s  a n d  M i n i s t r a t i o n s .  T h e y  c o u l d  n o t  t e l l 
t hem,  th a t  t hey  n e e d e d  n o t  t o  d ou b t ,  bu t  t h a t  un- 
d e r  s u c h  a  S u c c e s s o r  t h e y  m i g h t  m a k e  c o n s i d e r a b l e 
P r o f i c i e n c y  i n  t h e  p a t h s  o f  t h e  G o s p e l :  Fo r  t h e y 
d i s c e r n ’d  j u s t  re a s on  t o  f e a r  t h e  Con t r a r y.  They 
cou ld  not  t e l l  them,  the i r  Sa lva t ion  would  not  be 
much  endange red  in  such  a  Ca s e.  Fo r  they  knew 
’ t w a s  o t h e r w i s e ,  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e  L i t u r g y 
a nd  Pub l i c k  S e r v i c e ,  wh i ch  they  s aw  no  re a son  to 
magn i f y  and  ex to l  a t  the  Ra te,  Mr.  Hoad ly  s eems 
w i l l i n g  t h e y  s h o u l d  h ave  d o n e .  I n  t h e s e  R e s - 
pects, this is but an ill-fram’d Speech. (2) As
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( 2 . )  A s  f o r w a r d  a s  M r .  H o a d l y  i s  h e r e i n  t o 
d e c l a r e  h i m s e l f ,  I  h a r d l y  t h i n k  h e  c o u l d  h ave 
made  such  a  Speech  w i th  a  s a f e  Con sc i ence :  Fo r 
s u p p o s i n g  h e  h a d  e n d e avo u r ’d  t o  h ave  l e d  t h e 
People  of  such a  Par i sh ,  whi le  he had been among 
t h em ,  i n  t h e  way  t o  Heaven ,  bo th  by  h i s  Doc t - 
r i n e  a nd  Ex amp l e ;  I  d on ’t  s e e ,  i f  t h e  Su c c e s s o r 
t h a t  wa s  a p p o i n t e d  h i m ,  h a d  b e e n  a  L i c e n t i o u s 
Pe r s o n ,  a  M a n  ( v i s i b l y )  o f  n o  C o n s c i e n c e ,  h ow 
he  cou ld  have  to l d  them,  th a t  i t  wa s  f o r  t h e  un i - 
ve r sa l  Good o f  the  Chur c h ,  tha t  b e  shou ld  no t  publ i c i - 
t y  e x e c u t e  h i s  O f f i c e  a m o n g  t h e m ;  o r ,  t h a t  i t  wa s 
f o r  t h e i r  Good ,  i n  Pa r t i c u l a r ,  wh i ch  mu s t  c ome 
u n d e r  t h e  U n i v e r s a l  G o o d .  A s  h i g h  a n  O p i n i o n 
a s  h i s  Speech d i scover s  o f  the  Li tu r gy,  &c .  I  ha rd- 
ly  th ink he  would  have  to ld  them in  such a  Case, 
That they were to regard the Peace of the Church as 
wel l  as  their  own Humour s and Fancies :  For I  can’t 
h ave  s o  h a d  a n  O p i n i o n  o f  h i m ,  a s  t o  i m a g i n e , 
t h a t  h e  c o u l d  h ave  f o u n d  i n  h i s  h e a r t  t o  h ave 
r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  p r e f e r r i n g  h i s  ow n  M i n i s t e r i a l 
L a b o u r s ,  c a l c u l a t e d  t o  p ro m o t e  S e r i o u s  R e l i g i - 
on ,  and  b ack ’d  w i th  a  good  L i f e,  b e fo re  t he  t r i - 
f l ing  o f  one,  whose  who le  Depor tment  d i s cover ’d 
n o  C o n c e r n  o r  Va l u e  f o r  R e l i g i o n ,  a s  a  H u - 
m o u r  a n d  Fa n c y .  S o  t h a t  t h i s  S p e e c h ,  w h i c h  h e 
h a t h  p r e s u m ’d  ( a s  h e  s ay s )  t o  m a ke  f o r  t h e  E j e - 
c t ed  Min i s t e r s  i n  th i s  Ca s e,  an swer s  no  End  tha t 
1  c a n  d i s c e r n  ( e x c e p t  t o  d i s c ove r  h i s  Va l u e  f o r 
t h e  L i t u r gy )  a nd  t h e re f o re  m i gh t  ve r y  we l l  h ave 
been  sp a red ,  he  hav ing  g iven  such  abundan t  ev i - 
dence of that elsewhere.

Hi s  nex t  Compl a in t  i s ,  t h a t  t h e  Au th o r i t y  o f  t h e 
Mag i s t ra t e  i s  s p ok en  o f,  a s  i f  i t  w e r e  t h e  on ly  A r gu - 
men t  t o  e n g a g e  t h e  E j e c t e d  Min i s t e r s  t o  S i l e n c e ,  &c. 
where he f rankly dec lares ,  tha t  be  u rge s  no t  the  ba r e 
A u t h o r i t y  o f  a n y  E a r t h l y  P o w e r .  O w n i n g ,  t h a t 
he  h a s  bu t  a  me an  Op i n i o n  o f  t h e  A r g umen t  d rawn
  from
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from thence, in the Question now before us. It must be 
own’d th i s  was  the  Argument  wi th  which the  Eje- 
cted Minis ter s  were most  vigorous ly oppos’d.  Whe- 
the r  he  ha s  no t  be t r ay ’d  the  Cau se  in  g iv ing  th i s 
up,  I  l eave  h im to Cons ider.  I f  the  Mag i s t ra te  had 
n o t  i n t e r p o s ’d  w i t h  h i s  A u t o r i c y,  I  a m  a p t  t o 
th ink,  the S i lenc’d Mini s ter s  would have been able 
eno ’ t o  Cope  w i th  any  Church  Power  t h a t  Con- 
f ronted  them.  But  fo r  h im when th i s  i s  d rop ’t ,  to 
repeat again his insinuation, that i t  would have been 
more for the honour of God and the good of the Chr ist ian 
Wor l d ,  tha t  the  E jec ted  Min i s t e r s  shou ld  not  have 
Cont inu ’d  the  Publ i ck  Exerc i s e  o f  the i r  Min i s t r y ; 
and to expect that this wil l  be regarded when he has 
not  prov’d i t ;  i s  to  l ay  a s ide  a  for midable  Weapon, 
and venture to fight with a Bulrush in his Hands. 

T h e  n e x t  s i g n i f i c a t i o n  o f  h i s  D i s p l e a s u r e ,  i s 
t h u s  e x p r e s t .  H e  s ay s ,  t h a t  t h e  A g g r a va t i n g  t h i s 
p a r t  o f  t h e  Cau s e,  w i t h  Compa r i n g  t h e  n e g l e c t  o f  t h e 
Demands o f  the People ,  for these Ejected Minister s to 
con t inue  amongs t  them,  wi t h  t h e  n e g l e c t i n g  t o  f e e d 
the i r  Chi ld r en,  o r  r e l i eve  the  Poo r  and d i s t r e s s ed  shews 
only how wil l ing they are to say what may move the Af- 
f e c t i on s  o f  t h e  Wor l d  abou t  t h em,  no t  wha t  may  Con- 
v i n c e  t h e  J u d gmen t s  o f  Men  o f  Th o ’t  a n d  Con s i d e r a 
t i o n .  Cou ld  I  s ee  i e a fon  fo r  th i s  Gensu re,  fo r  my 
Par t ,  I  should lay as  l i t t le s tress  upon this  represen- 
tat ion,  as  Mr. H .  himsel f  can des ire.  For I  am nonc 
of  those,  that  are for  working upon the Af fect ions , 
and leaving the judgment behind. But with his good 
l e ave,  I  t h ink  th i s  I l l u s t r a t i on ,  may  conv ince  the 
judgment of  such as  wi l l  duly Consider i t .  For tho’ 
i t  would  not  be  Inhuman and  Ba rba r ou s  fo r  Parent s 
to negle c t  to feed thei r  chi ldren  when they’re otherwise 
we l l  p rov ided  for,  ye t  there ’s  s ca rce :  any  Man but 
w i l l  j udge  i t  t o  be  h igh ly  i n humane  and  b a r b a r ou s 
in these respects  to neglect  them, ei ther whi le they 
h ave  n o n e  t o  f e e d  t h e m ,  o r  w h e n  t h e y  a r e  i n
 C the
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the Hands of  such as  would not mind to g ive them 
w h a t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  a n d  f i t t i n g .  A n d  t h o ’ a  M a n s 
re l i ev i ng  t h e s e  and  t h e s e  Poo r  Peop l e ,  i s  no t  s o 
nece s s a r y,  when  t h e r e  i s  n o  d an g e r  o f  t h e i r  s t a r v i n g 
f o r  wan t  o f  h i s  r e l i e f ;  ye t  t o  s i t  s t i l l  and  s e e  Peo- 
p l e  s t a r v i n g  t h a t  h ave  none  t o  r e l i eve  t h em ;  o r 
no t  t o  reg a rd  the i r  D i s t re s s ,  t ho ’ t ho s e  t h a t  p re - 
tend to take care  of  them, ra ther  r u in than re l ieve 
them,  i s  what  I  th ink any Cons idera te  Per son wi l l 
a g r e e  i s  a g a i n s t  a l l  t h e  L aw s  o f  C h a r i t y.  A n d 
suppos ing  i t  shou ld  he  t r ue,  tha t  tho se  who p ro- 
f e s s ’d  i n  S a c red  Ma t t e r s ,  t o  Ac t  upon  t h i s  P r i n - 
c i p l e ,  s hou l d  i n  s ome  c a s e s  h ave  Ac t ed  con t r a r y 
to  i t ;  i t  doe s  no t  the re fo re  fo l l ow tha t  the  P r in- 
c ip l e  i s  no t  Good .  Suppo se  they  who  s t ay ’d  w i th 
the i r  fo r mer  Peop le,  when the  Law Ejec ted  them, 
s h o u l d  h ave  a f t e r wa rd s ,  s o m e  o f  t h e m ,  r e m ov ’d 
f rom them upon Reasons  tha t  were  not  jus t i f i able ; 
i t  doe s  no t  t h e re f o re  f o l l ow,  t h a t  t h e i r  con t i nu - 
ing  the i r  Labour s  among  them,  wh i l e  they  e i the r 
we r e  n o t  p rov i d e d  f o r ;  o r  w h i l e  t h e y  we r e  i l l 
p r o v i d e d  f o r ,  w a s  n o t  w a r r a n t a b l e .  W h e n 
then he  addre s se s  h imse l f  to  the  E jec ted  Mini s te r s 
and  s ay s ,  I  doub t  no t  bu t  t ha t  you  may  have  r emov ’d 
( a t  l e a s t  t h a t  you  E s t e em ’d  i t  n o t  un l aw fu l  s o  t o  d o ) 
f r o m  t h e s e  v e r y  P e o p l e ,  w h o  s o  I m p o r t u n a t e l y  d e - 
m a n d e d  y o u r  s a y  a m o n g s t  t h e m ,  t o  e x e r c i s e  y o u r 
P u b l i c k  M i n i s t r y  i n  s a m e  o t h e r  C o n g r e g a t i o n ,  a n d 
C o n t r a c t  a  n e w  R e l a t i o n  t o  a n o t h e r  P e o p l e ;  T i s 
a g r e e d  a n d  y i e l d e d :  A n d  w h a t  o f  a l l  t h i s ?  w hy 
say s  he,  by  th i s  Remova l  you  a r e  E j e c t ed  and  S i l en t ’d 
a s  fa r  a s  t h ey  a r e  Con c e r n ’d .  And  i f  s o,  whe r e  i s  t h e 
f o r c e  o f  t h i s  A r g u m e n t ,  o n  w h i c h  s o  g r e a t  w e i g h t 
s e e m s  t o  b e  l a i d ?  A s  i f ,  t h ey  m i g h t  n eve r  l e ave 
them, because they could not  conceive they should 
have done wel l  to leave them wholly dest i tute,  hav- 
ing none to take care  of  them; or  a s  i f  they might 
a s  we l l  n e g l e d  a  c o n t i n u ’d  C a l l  t o  S e r v i c e  a -
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m o n g  t h e m ,  w h e n  t h ey  h a d  n o n e  e l s ew h e re ;  a s 
t h ey  m i g h t  l e ave  t h e m  we l l  p rov i d e d  f o r ,  w h e n 
the  P rov idence  o f  God  g ave  ’ em an  Oppor tun i t y 
o f  g r e a t e r  S e r v i c e  i n  a n o t h e r  P l a c e :  O r  a s  i f 
the i r  l e av ing  them had  been  a s  war r an t ab l e  whi l e 
t h ey  k n ew  n o t  bu t  t h e  M a g i s t r a t e  m i g h t  u p o n 
Ref lect ion yie ld to mi ld Counci l s ,  a s  a f ter  the f a l- 
ing  under  Lega l  Sever i t i e s ,  which repea ted ,  would 
h ave  u t t e r l y  r u i n ’d  t h e m ,  a n d  t h e i r  F a m i l y s .  I 
s h o u l d  t h i n k  t h e s e  t h i n g s  s p e a k  f o r  t h e m s e l ve s . 
L e t  M r .  H o a d l y  t h e n  b a n t e r  t h i s  A r g u m e n t  a s 
f re e l y  a s  h e  p l e a s e s ,  I  mu s t  n eed s  s ay,  I  t h i nk  i t 
f i r m  a n d  s t r o n g  i n  t h e  C a s e  o f  s e ve r a l  o f  t h e 
E j e c t e d  M i n i s t e r s .  I  wo n ’t  i n d e e d  s ay,  t h a t  b e - 
c a u s e  t h e i r  P e o p l e  w o u l d  c h a r g e  t h e m  w i t h  n e g l e c t 
o f  t h e i r  S o u l s ,  u n l e s s  t h e y  c o n t i n u e d  P u b l i c i t y  t o 
M i n i s t e r  a m o n g  t h e m ,  i t  w a s  t h e r e f o r e  t h e i r  D u t y, 
t o  M i n i s t e r  i n  w h a t e v e r  o t h e r  P l a c e s  t h e y  t h o ’t  f i t 
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w h o l e  N a t i o n :  ( H a d  I  t h u s  r e p r e - 
s e n t e d  a n  A r g u m e n t  o n  h i s  s i d e ,  h e ’d  h a v e 
wa r m l y  e x c l a im ’d , )  Bu t  t h i s  I ’ l e  ven tu re  t o  s ay ; 
th a t  tho ’ the  Law s i l enc ’d  them,  the  En t re a ty s  o f 
t h e i r  Pe o p l e  t o  c o n t i nu e  t h e i r  L a b o u r s  f o r  t h e 
good o f  the i r  Sou l s ,  whi le  they  were  e i ther  de s t i - 
tute,  or  i l l  provided for,  might jus t i f ie  their  so do- 
i n g .  A n d  G o d s  ow n i n g  t h e m  i n  t h e s e  L a b o u r s 
under  the  f rowns  o f  the  Gover nment ,  to  p romote 
s e r i o u s  R e l i g i o n ,  m i g h t  ve r y  j u s t l y  e n c o u r a g e 
t h e m ,  t o  p e r s i s t  i n  t h e  G r e a t  Wo r k  t h e y  h a d 
unde r t a ken ;  a nd  when  t h e i r  Ha rd s h i p s  a nd  Su f - 
f e r i n g s  d rove  t h e m  f ro m  o n e  P l a c e ,  t h ey  m i g h t 
s t i l l  wa r r a n t a b l y  pu r s u e  t h e  s ame  Wo rk  i n  a n o - 
t h e r,  whe re  t h e  P rov i d ence  o f  God  g ave  t h em a 
C a l l  a n d  O p p o r t u n i t y.  A n d  t h o ’  M r .  H .  i s 
p l e a s ’d  t o  s ay,  t h a t  t h i s  A r g u m e n t  w i l l  e x c u s e  s o 
v e r y  f ew,  t h a t  i t  wa s  h a rd ly  wo r t h  t h e  wh i l e  t o  men - 
t i o n  i t ,  ye t  h e  mu s t  g i ve  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  b e t t e r 
Acqu a i n t e d  w i t h  t h e  Ca s e  o f  t h e  E j e c t e d  M in i -
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s t e r s  t h an  h imse l f ,  l e ave  t o  j udge  th a t  i t  re a che s 
to many more than he seems to be aware of.

Hi s  La s t  Sugges t ion upon th i s  Head i s  th i s ,  tha t 
had  any  Sou l s  pe r i sh t ,  in  th i s  Ca se,  the  f au l t  had 
n o t  b e e n  i n  t h e  S i l e n c ’d  M i n i s t e r s ,  b u t  i t  h a d 
b e e n  C h a r g e a b l e  o n  t h e i r  o w n  N e g l e c t .  B u t  t h i s 
wi l l  not hold,  whi le these Minis ter s  had a Cal l  and 
an  Oppor tun i ty  o f  As s i s t ing  them.  For  tho ’ eve r y 
Man i s  in  the  f i r s t  p l ace  charg ’d  wi th  the  Care  o f 
h i s  ow n  S o u l ;  ye t  i f  o t h e r s  w h o s e  p ro p e r  wo r k 
and bus ines s  i t  i s  to  g ive  As s i s t ance,  should  re fuse 
when ca l l ’d  upon,  the  sad  Consequences  would l ie 
a t  t h e i r  D o o r s ;  a n d  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r l y,  w h e r e 
t h e re  i s  a  s p e c i a l  Ob l i g a t i on ,  t o  g ive  s u ch  A s s i - 
s t ance ;  wh i ch  many  o f  t he  s i l enc ’d  Min i s t e r s  ap - 
p r e h e n d e d  w a s  t h e i r  C a s e ,  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o 
t h o s e  t o  w h o m  t h ey  b e f o r e  s t o o d  i n  a  Pa s t o r a l 
Relation.

I t  w a s  f u r t h e r  A d d e d  i n  t h e  C a s e  o f  t h e s e 
s i l enc ’d  Min i s t e r s ,  t h a t  t h e  Cu r s e  and  Doom o f  t h e 
unpro f i tabl e  s e r vant  tha t  h id  h i s  Talent ,  Mat .  25.  much 
A f f e c t e d  t h em ,  a nd  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  b e a r  t h e  t h o ’t s  o f 
expo s i n g  t h ems e l ve s  t o  a  l i k e  Tr e a tmen t .  Mr.  Hoad ly 
r e p l i e s ,  t h a t  t h ey  m i g h t  h ave  b e e n  v e r y  P r o f i t a - 
b l e  S e r va n t s  h ad  t h ey  Con fo r m ’d ;  bu t  d eny s  t h ey 
had been chargeable  a s  unpro f i t abl e  s e r vant s  had they 
l a i d  d own  t h e  Pu b l i c k  Exe r c i s e  o f  t h a t  O f f i c e,  wh en 
t h e y  c ou l d  n o t  j o i n  w i t h  t h e  E s t a b l i s h t  Chu r c h .  And 
he g ives  th i s  rea son for  i t ;  be cause  by  do ing  so,  they 
w o u l d  h a v e  c o n s u l t e d  t h e  P e a c e  o f  t h e  Chu r c h ,  a n d 
th e  Honou r  o f  God ,  w i thou t  pu t t i n g  th emse l ve s  ou t  o f 
a l l  C a p a c i t y  o f  d o i n g  S e r v i c e  t o  t h e  S o u l s  o f 
M e n .  B u t  t h i s  d e s e r v e s  t o  b e  R e c o n s i d e r ’d . 
F o r  i f  t h e s e  M i n i s t e r s  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  v e - 
r y  U s e f u l  a n d  P r o f i t a b l e  i n  t h e  M i n i s t r y ,  i n 
t h e  C h u r c h ,  i f  t h e y  h a d  C o n f o r m ’d ,  i t  m u s t 
b e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  we r e  we l l  Q u a l i f y ’d  f o r ’ S e r - 
v i c e  i n  t h a t  R e s p e c t .  H e r e ’s  h e  Ta l e n t  t o  b e
  improv’d
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i m p rov ’d .  N ow  s ay s  M r .  H o a d l y ,  b y  r e m a i n i n g 
s i l ent ,  you’d  have  c on su l t ed  th e  Pea c e  o f  th e  Chur c h , 
&c.  We’ le  suppose i t :  But what  becomes of  the Ta- 
l en t  in  the  mean  t ime?  tha t  Min i s t e r i a l  Ta l en t  tha t 
wa s  g iven  by  God ?  Th i s  rema in s  un o c c u py ’d ,  a nd 
h i d ;  b u r y ’d  a n d  l o s t .  T h i s  m a k e s  t h o s e  c o n - 
c e r n ’d ,  Unp r o f i t a b l e  S e r van t s ,  i n  t he  t r ue s t  S en s e : 
Fo r  t h e i r  p ro p e r  Ta l e n t  l i e s  u n - e m p l oy ’d .  B e - 
s i d e s  w h a t  C o m p a r i s o n  i s  t h e r e  ro o m  f o r ,  b e - 
tween the  Good tha t  would  re su l t  f rom the  f a i th- 
fu l  Managemen t  o f  the  Ta l en t  en t r u s t ed ,  and  the 
Good  s uppo s ’d  t o  f o l l ow  i f  t h ey  l e f t  i t  unoc cu - 
p y ’d ?  I n  t h e  f o r m e r  C a s e ,  t h e  h e l p i n g  m a n y 
S o u l s  i n  t h e  way  t o  H e ave n  wo u l d  h ave  b e e n 
the  Consequence ;  in  the  La t t e r,  the  Peace  o f  the 
Chu rch  on l y  i s  con su l t ed :  Now i s  i t  s uppo s ab l e , 
tha t  the  rea l  Good o f  Sou l s ,  and  the  Peace  o f  the 
Chu rch ,  s hou l d  s t a nd  i n  Compe t i t i on  w i t h  w i s e 
Men ,  a nd  t h ey  b e  a t  a  Lo s s ,  wh i ch  s hou l d  ou t - 
we i g h ?  I s  t h e r e  a n y  C o m p a r i s o n ,  b e t we e n  t h e 
h e l p i n g  m a ny  S o u l s  t o  H e ave n  a n d  t h a t  A g re e - 
m e n t  i n  F o r m s  a n d  C e r e m o n i e s ,  t h a t  wa s  i n - 
th i s  Case  obt r uded under  the  Not ion o f  the  Pea c e 
o f  t h e  Chur c h?  Bes ide s ,  the  E jec ted  Min i s te r s ,  ma- 
n i f e s t ed  a  much  g re a t e r  re g a rd  t o  t h e  t r u e  Pe a c e 
o f  t h e  Chu r c h  than  tho se  tha t  s i l enc ’d  them.  They 
p r ay ’d  and  b egg ’d  f o r  i t ;  t h ey,  o f f e r ’d  t o  s ubm i t 
i n  o rde r  to  i t ,  a s  f a r  a s  t hey  cou ld ,  w i thou t  d i s - 
honour ing  God,  and  do ing  Vio lence  to  the i r  own 
C o n s c i e n c e s ,  b u t  a l l  i n  v a i n :  A n y  M a n  t h a t 
r e a d s  t h e i r  P e t i t i o n  f o r  P e a c e ,  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e 
B i s h o p s  i n  16 61,  w i l l  f i n d  t h ey  we re  n o t  b a c k - 
wa rd  t o  con su l t  t h e  Pe a ce  o f  t h e  Chu rch .  When 
a f t e r  a l l  th i s ,  they  who had  the  Ascendant ,  would 
f o rc e  t h em  t o  comp l y  w i t h  t h e i r  Wi l l s  a nd  Hu- 
mour s  in  th ings  which they ca l l  indi f fe rent ,  where 
w h e n  p r e s s ’d  a n d  u r g ’d  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  p r ove 
t he i r  Au tho r i t y  t o  impo s e,  t h ey  we re  t he  b re ak -
 G 3 ers
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e r s  o f  t h e  Pe a c e  o f  t h e  Chu rch :  And  . t h e  Min i - 
s t e r s  w h o  we re  p a s s i ve ,  m i g h t  we l l  e n o ’ a p p re - 
h end ,  t h a t  h ad  t h ey  comp l y ’d ,  o r  h ad  t h ey  b e en 
a l toge the r  s i l en t ,  they  had  been  so  f a r  f rom con- 
s u l t i n g  t h e  Pe a c e  o f  t h e  C h u rc h ,  t h a t  t h ey  h a d 
incourag ’d  Chur c h -Ty ranny ,  and  Impos i t ion ;  which 
when once  g iven  way  to,  i s  ha rd ly  capable  o f  any 
B o u n d s :  N o n e  c a n  t e l l  w h e re  ’t w i l l  s t o p.  T h ey 
cou ld  no t  s ee  how th i s  wou ld  be  fo r  the  Honour 
o f  God ,  a s  i s  p re t ended .  And  t ho ’ ’t i s  s a i d ,  t h a t 
t h ey  wou ld  no t ,  h ad  t h ey  a l t oge the r  c e a s ’d  f rom 
M i n i s t r i n g  p u b l i c k l y,  h a v e  p u t  t h e m s e l v e s  o u t  o f 
a l l  C a p a c i t y  o f  d o i n g  S e r v i c e  t o  t h e  S o u l s  o f  M e n ; 
ye t  i t  w i l l  d e s e r ve  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r ’d ,  t h a t  t h a t 
l i t t l e  S e r v i c e  t h ey  h ad  been  c ap ab l e  o f  h ad  t hey 
s i l e n c ’d  t h e m s e l ve s ,  h a d  b e e n  f a r  f r o m  a n  i m - 
p r o v i n g  t h e i r  Ta l e n t :  I t  h a d  b e e n  a  r e a l  l e t t i n g 
i t  l i e  uno c c upy ’d ,  i f  compa r ’d  w i th  the  Se r v i c e  o f 
w h i c h  t h ey  we re  c a p a b l e ,  c o n t i nu i n g  t h e  E xe r - 
r i s e  o f  t h e i r  M in i s t r y,  bo th  i n  Pub l i c k  and  P r i - 
va t e .  Mr.  H .  h a s  i n d e ed  men t i o n ’d  s eve r a l  way s 
o f  S e r v i c e ,  h a d  t h e i r  P u b l i c k  M i n i s t r y  c e a s ’d ; 
but  they ne i ther  were  so  cons iderable  a s  he  would 
s e em i n c l i n ab l e  t o  h ave  t h em be l i ev ’d ;  no r  we re 
t h e y  a t  a l l  c o m p a r a b l e  w i t h  w h a t  t h e y  m i g h t 
expec t  upon  con t i nu ing  o f  t h e i r  Min i s t r y  a s  b e - 
f o r e .  H e  s a y s ,  t h e i r  E x a m p l e s  m i g h t  s t i l l  h a v e 
c o n t i n u e d  t o  s h i n e  b e f o r e  M e n ,  a s  m u c h  a s  e v e r ; 
t h e i r  C on v e r s a t i o n  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  i n s t r u c t i v e ,  a n d 
o f  g r e a t  I n f l u e n c e  u p o n  t h e i r  N e i g h b o u r s :  Be  i t  s o ; 
ye t  wha t  wou ld  th i s  have  been  to  the i r  Min i s t e r i - 
a l  Ta l e n t ,  f o r  w h i c h  t h ey  we r e  A c c o u n t a b l e  t o 
God ?  Th a t ,  u pon  t h i s  S uppo s i t i on  h ad  rema i n ’d 
unoccupy ’d .  And  w i th a l ,  ne i t he r  cou ld  the i r  Ex- 
a m p l e s  h ave  b e e n  s o  i n f l u e n t i a l  f o r  G o o d ,  h a d 
they  appea r ’d  so  a f r a i d  o f  Men ,  a s  t o  c e a s e  f rom 
the i r  Min i s t r y,  when there  was  such need o f  the i r 
L a b o u r s ;  a n d  w h e n  s o  m a ny  t h a t  n e e d e d  t h e m ,
  were
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we r e  s o  e a r n e s t  f o r  t h e m .  H e  g o e s  o n :  T h e i r 
W r i t i n g s  m i g h t  h a v e  p l e a d e d  t h e  Cau s e  o f  t r u e  a n d 
s e r i o u s  Re l i g i o n  i n  t h e  Wo r l d .  Suppo se  they  m igh t 
have  been  th i s  way  u se fu l ,  ye t  i t  doe s  no t  fo l low 
t h a t  t h i s  h a d  b e e n  a  s u f f i c i e n t  I m p rove m e n t  o f 
t h e i r  Ta l e n t ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e  T h i n g  u n d e r  C o n s i - 
d e r a t i o n :  T h o u g h  w i t h a l ,  c a r e  wa s  t a ke n  s o o n 
a f t e r  the i r  E j ec t ion ,  to  c l ap  such  a  Pad lock  upon 
t h e  P r e s s ,  t h a t  t h e i r  W r i t i n g s  c o u l d  n o t  r e a c h 
the  Wor ld ,  to  do  Good ,  w i thou t  the  u tmos t  D i f - 
f i c u l t y ;  a n d  w i t h o u t  r u n n i n g  c o n s i d e r a b l e  H a - 
z a rd s .  S o  t h a t  i n  t h i s  C a s e  t h e r e  wa s  p o o r  E n - 
cour agmen t .  ’T i s  added ,  The i r  Con f o r m i t y  a s  Lay - 
m e n  t o  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d  w o u l d  h a v e  g i v e n 
a  Che c k  t o  the  Sp i r i t  o f  v i o l en t  Sepa ra t i on  then  r e i gn- 
i n g ;  and  on  the  o the r  s i de,  i t  s hou ld  no t  be  fo r - 
go t t en ,  i t  wou l d  a l s o  h ave  g iven  m igh t y  Encou- 
r a g emen t  t o  t h a t  S p i r i t  o f  Impo s i t i o n ,  t h a t  wa s 
s o  r a m p a n t :  Wo u l d  h a v e  d o n e  mu c h  t o  t h e  p r o d u - 
c i n g  P e a c e  a n d  H a r m o ny  i n  t h e  Te m p e r s  o f  M e n , 
v i z .  By  i nu r ing  them to  Ecc l e s i a s t i c a l  S e r v i t ude, 
w h i c h  wo u l d  p ro d u c e  H a r m o ny  i n  t h e  C h u r c h , 
much  a f t e r  t h e  s ame  r a t e  a s  S l ave r y  wou ld  do  i t 
i n  t h e  C o m m o n we a l t h .  Wo u l d  h a v e  r e f l e c t e d  n o 
d i s h on ou r  u p on  t h e  Go s p e l  o f  J e s u s  Ch r i s t ,  n o r  c o n - 
s e q u e n t l y  u p o n  t h e i r  o w n  C h a r a c t e r s,  a s  t h e y  w e r e 
C h r i s t i a n s ;  u n l e s s  ( i t  s h o u l d  h ave  b e e n  a d d e d ) 
i t  cou l d  be  s uppo s ’d  f o r  t h e  Honou r  o f  t h e  Go- 
s p e l ,  o r  b e com ing  Ch r i s t i a n s ,  t o  p re f e r  i n d i f f e - 
ren t  For ms  and  Ceremon ie s ,  be fo re  the  s av ing  o f 
M e n s  S o u l s ,  b y  t h e  M i n i s t e r i a l  E n d e avo u r s  o f 
s u c h  a s  G o d  h a d  c a l l ’d  t o ,  q u a l i f i e d  f o r ,  a n d 
ow n ’d  i n  t h a t  S e r v i c e  i n  h i s  C h u rc h .  A n d  n ow 
s ay s  Mr.  Hoad ly ;  t h e re  b e i n g  s t i l l  room  f o r  t h i s 
g r e a t  S e r v i c e ,  w h a t  d a n g e r  t h e r e  c o u l d  b e  o f  t h e i r 
i n c u r r i n g  t h e  G u i l t  a n d  D o o m  o f  t h e  U n p r o f i t a b l e 
S e r v a n t  i n  t h e  G o s p e l ,  I  c a n n o t  s e e .  P e r h a p s  h e 
d o n ’t  d e s i r e  t o  s e e  i t ;  a n d  t h e n  i t  i s  n o t  l i k e l y
 C 4 he
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h e  s hou l d .  Bu t  l e t  u s  a  l i t t l e  d eb a t e  t h e  ma t t e r, 
t h a t  he  may  ye t  s e e  i t  i f  he  p l e a s e s .  Tha t  Wi c k e d 
a n d  S l o a t h f u l  S e r va n t  ( s ay s  h e )  a c t e d  h i s  Pa r t  u p - 
o n  a  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  P r i n c i p l e .  T h i s  i s  m o re  t h a n 
I  c a n  d i s c e r n .  H i s  P r i n c i p l e  I  t h i n k  wa s  S l o t h 
a n d  S l a v i s h  F e a r .  H e  wa s  S l o t h f u l ,  a n d  wo u l d 
b e  a t  n o  Pa i n s  t o  i m p rove  h i s  Ta l e n t :  A n d  h e 
h e  wa s  a f r a i d  h i s  M a t t e r  wo u l d  l ay  m o re  s t r e s s 
upon Circumstances ,  and l i t t l e  Par t i cu la r i t i e s  than 
t h e r e  w a s  a n y  G r o u n d  f o r ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  h e 
wo u l d  d o  n o t h i n g  o f  w h a t  wa s  e x p e c t e d  f r o m 
h i m ,  i n  P ro p o r t i o n  t o  t h e  A b i l i t y  g i ve n  h i m . 
N ow  o u r  F a t h e r s  t h o u g h t  t h e i r  C a s e  t h u s  f a r 
Pa r a l l e l :  T h a t  h a d  t h ey  c e a s ’d  f ro m  t h e i r  M i n i - 
s t r y,  they  shou ld  be  cha rgeable  wi th  S lo th ,  in  no t 
be ing  a t  any  Su i t ab l e  Pa in s  to  improve  the i r  Mi- 
n i s t e r i a l  Ta l e n t :  A n d  w i t h  a  s l a v i s h  F e a r  a l s o ; 
a s  i f  the  Mat te r  they  se r v ’d ,  was  so  imper ious  and 
r i go rou s ,  a s  to  l ay  more  s t re s s  upon  Nice t i e s  and 
Fo r ma l i t i e s ,  t h an  upon  t h e  s av i n g  o f  Sou l s ,  un - 
d e r  t h e i r  M i n i s t r y.  H e r e i n  t h e r e  wo u l d  h a v e 
b e e n  a  g r e a t  A g r e e m e n t .  B u t  s a y s  M r .  H .  H e 
c o n s u l t e d  n o t  t h e  Hon ou r  o f  God ,   r e g a rd e d  n o t  t h e 
Imp r o v emen t  o f  t h o s e  Ab i l i t i e s  a n d  Oppo r t un i t i e s  h e 
h a d  o f  d o i n g  Go o d ,  bu t  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  l i v e  I d l e  a n d 
U s e l e s s  i n  t h e  Wo r l d .  T h a t  h e  l i v ’d  a l t o g e t h e r 
I d l e  and  Use l e s s ,  i s  more  than  the  Pa r able  expre s - 
s e s ;  and  the re fo re  the  S t re s s  ought  no t  to  be  l a id 
t h e re :  Bu t  h e  made  no  Imp rovemen t  o f  t h e  Ta - 
l en t  tha t  wa s  commi t t ed  to  h im,  wh ich  he  migh t 
h ave  u s ’d  t o  t h e  Honou r  o f  t h e  Dono r,  a nd  t h e 
G o o d  o f  m a ny  o f  h i s  Fe l l ow - S e r va n t s .  ’ Twa s  i n 
t h a t  h i s  F a u l t  p ro p e r l y  l a y ;  a n d  f o r  t h a t  h e  i s 
s t i l ’d  a  w i c k e d  a nd  s l o t h f u l ,  a nd  un p r o f i t a b l e  S e r - 
van t .  And  he re i n  t h e re  wou ld  h ave  b e en  a  g re a t 
Ag re emen t  i n  t h e  Ca s e  o f  ou r  F a the r s ,  h ad  t h ey 
w h o l l y  c e a s ’d  f ro m  t h e i r  M i n i s t r y.  T h e i r  Va l u - 
a b l e  M i n i s t e r i a l  Ta l e n t ,  w h i c h  wa s  d e s i g n ’d  f o r
  the
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t h e  g o o d  o f  m a ny  S o u l s ,  wo u l d  h ave  r e m a i n ’d 
u n o c c u py ’d ,  a n d  o t h e r s  h a ve  h a d  n o  B e n e f i t ; 
t h a t  i s ,  nope  i n  compa r i s on  o f  wha t  m i gh t  h ave 
been  expec t ed .  upon  Suppo s i t i on  they  con t inued 
i n  t h e i r  O f f i c e ,  a n d  we re  F a i t h f u l  a n d  D i l i g e n t 
i n  i t .  A n d  t o  p r e t e n d  t h e  H o n o u r  o f  G o d ,  a n d 
the  Good o f  the  Chur c h ,  and r e spe c t  t o  the i r  Lo rd  and 
M a s t e r  i n  s u c h  a  C a s e ,  wo u l d  r e a l l y  h ave  b e e n 
n o  b e t t e r  t h a n  t r i f l i n g .  I t  h a d  b e e n  j u s t  a s  i f 
t h e  S e r v a n t  i n  t h e  P a r a b l e  h a d  t o l d  h i s  L o r d , 
t h a t  h e  h a d  b u r y ’d  h i s  Ta l e n t  i t  i s  t r u e ,  a n d 
made  no  Use  o f  i t ,  bu t  tha t  th i s  wa s  ou t  o f  r e g a rd 
t o  h i s  Honour,  and  f o r  th e  Common Good ,  tha t  there 
m i gh t  no t  a ppe a r  a ny  c l a s h i ng  b e tween  h im  and 
h i s  Fe l l ow  Se r van t s :  Fo r  t h a t  h e  cou l d  no t  h ave 
m a n a g ’d  a n d  i m p rov ’d  i t  t o  a ny  A d va n t a g e ,  bu t 
t hey  wou ld  p re s en t l y  h ave  f a l l en  f ou l  upon  h im , 
un l e s s  h e  h ad  j u s t  manag ’d  h imse l f  i n  t h e i r  way, 
wh i ch  t o  do  h e  wa s  no t  s a t i s f i e d ;  a s  no t  know- 
i n g  w h a t  R i g h t  t h ey  h a d  t o  i m p o s e  u p o n  h i m , 
n o r  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  h o n e s t l y  c o m p l y ;  & c .  T h e 
Gen t l eman ’s  a r gu i n g  w i t h  t h e  E j e c t e d  M in i s t e r s 
u p o n  t h i s  H e a d ,  f u r n i s h e s  t h e  s l o t h f u l  S e r va n t 
with much such an Answer.

But  he  wi l l  make  i t  a  ma t t e r  o f  Doubt ,  whe th e r 
(a l l  C i r c ums t an c e s  c on s i d e v ’d )  t h e  S i l e n c e  o f  t h e  E j e - 
c t e d  M in i s t e r s  w ou l d  h a ve  b e e n  mo r e  f o r  t h e  Honou r 
o f  God ,  o r  t h e i r  c o n t i nu i n g  t h e i r  Pub l i c k  Min i s t r a t i - 
o n s.  T h i s  h e  s ay s,  t h e  t h i n g  t u r n s  u p o n ;  t h i s  i s  a 
we i gh t y  Ma t t e r,  and  wo r t hy  o f  s e r i ou s  Con s i d e ra t i on , 
whe the r  th e  Argumen t s  on  th e  s i d e  o f  t h e i r  P ra c t i c e  b e 
p l a i n ly  and  e v i d en t ly  s up e r i o u r  t o  t h o s e  on  t h e  o t h e r 
s i d e :  Tha t  t h e y  a r e  s o ,  ( s ay s  h e )  I  h a rd ly  b e l i e v e  I 
s h a l l  e v e r  s e e  c l e a r l y  d e m o n s t r a t e d ,  A n d  t i l l  I  d o 
( s ay s  h e )  I  c a n n o t  p o s s i b l y  t h i n k  t h i s  A r g u m e n t  i s 
su f f i c i en t  t o  Vind i ca t e  the  Cont inuance  o f  the i r  Publ i c k 
Mm i s t r a t i o n s .  Th i s  a ppe a r s  t o  me  much  t h e  s ame 
a s  i f  be  shou ld  doub t  whe the r  i t  we re  no t  be t t e r
  for
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f o r  t h e  S e r va n t  i n  t h e  Pa r a b l e ,  ( u p o n  t h e  $ u p - 
po s i t i on  f o remen t i oned )  t o  l e ave  h i s  Ta l en t  un - 
o c c u py ’d ,  t h a n  e n d e avo u r  t o  i m p rove  i t  i n  h i s 
own way,  and  a s  he  cou ld :  Whe the r  ( a l l  C i rcum- 
s t ances  cons ider ’d )  h i s  forbearance  in  such a  Case, 
w h e r e  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  f r e q u e n t  J a r r i n g s  a n d 
C l a s h e s  b e t we e n  h i m  a n d  h i s  F e l l ow - S e r v a n t s , 
we re  no t  more  fo r  h i s  Ma s t e r ’s  Honour,  t h an  h i s 
D i l i g e n c e  a n d  A c t i v i t y ?  W h a t  wo u l d  h e  t h i n k 
o f  one  tha t  shou ld  s ay,  tha t  i t  wa s  a  we i gh t y  ma t - 
t e r,  and  wo r thy  o f  a  mo s t  s e r i ou s  Cons i d e ra t i on ,  whe - 
t h e r  t h e  A r gumen t s  o n  t h e  s i d e  o f  t h i s  S e r van t ’s  D i - 
l i g en c e  and  Ac t i v i t y,  b e  p l a in ly  and  ev i d en t ly  supe r i o r 
t o  tho se  on the  o the r  s ide?  Would th i s  pas s  wi th him 
f o r  a  C o nv i n c i n g  way  o f  A r g u i n g ?  I  l e ave  h i m 
to  h i s  s econd Thought s :  But  hope  he  wi l l  g ive  u s 
l eave  to  have  the  s ame Apprehens ions  o f  h i s  Rea- 
son ing  unde r  th i s  Head ,  a s  he  wou ld  have  in  the 
other Case.

A n d  a f t e r  a l l ,  w h e n  M r .  H o a d l y  h a d  u n d e r - 
t a ke n  t o  d i s p rove  a n  A r g u m e n t ,  o n  w h i c h  t h e 
E j e c t e d  M in i s t e r s  l a i d  a  c on s i d e r a b l e  s t r e s s ,  ’t i s 
p re t t y  much  t h a t  h e  s hou l d  t h i nk ,  h i s  d e c l a r i n g 
th a t  he  ha rd ly  b e l i e v e d  h e  s h ou l d  e v e r  s e e  t h e i r  A r - 
g u m e n t ,  ( o r  a ny  p a r t  o f  i t )  d e m o n s t r a t e d ,  a  s u f f i - 
c i e n t  A n swe r .  S u p p o s i n g  t h e r e  we r e  n o t  a  D e - 
mons t r a t i on  (wh i ch  a l l  Ca s e s  won t  be a r )  i f  t he re 
be  bu t  an  ove r -bea r ing  P robab i l i t y,  ’t i s  a  su f f i c i - 
e n t  Fo u n d a t i o n  o f  a  W i s e  M a n ’s  P r a c t i c e .  B u t 
when he  in t imate s  tha t  the  whole  th ing  tur ns  up- 
o n  t h i s ;  w h e t h e r  t h e i r  S i l e n c e ,  o r  h o l d i n g  o n 
i n  t h e i r  M i n i s t r y  wa s  m o re  f o r  t h e  H o n o u r  o f 
G o d ,  a n d  t h e  G o o d  o f  t h e  C h u rc h ,  & c .  ( w h i c h 
wa s  wha t  ou r  F a the r s  Though t  wou ld  s c a rc e  a d - 
m i t  o f  a  s e r i o u s  D e b a t e )  f o r  h i m  t o  p u t  t h e 
P ro o f  o n  t h e m ,  o r  t o  t h i n k  h i s  c o n t r a r y  A s s e r - 
t i o n  wo u l d  c o nv i n c e ,  d o e s  n o t  t o  m e  l o o k  l i ke 
Mr.  Hoad ly .  Bu t  i f  h e  c a n ’t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  A r g u -
  ment
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ment  i s  su f f i c i en t  t o  v ind i c a t e  the  Cont inuanc e  o f  the i r 
P u b l i c k  M i n i s t r a t i o n s ,  w e  c a n ’ t  h e l p  i t :  H e 
mu s t  a l l ow  u s  t o  d i f f e r  i n  o u r  S e n t i m e n t s  f ro m 
him, till it is better disprov’d.

T h e  n e x t  P l e a  o f  o u r  F a t h e r s  f o r  t h e  C o n t i - 
nu a n c e  o f  t h e i r  M i n i s t r y,  wa s  t h i s :  T h e y  f o u n d 
the  Ne c e s s i t i e s  o f  th e  Peop l e  in  mos t  Pa r t s  o f  th e  Na- 
t i o n  g r e a t ,  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e  L e g a l  P r o v i s i o n  f o r 
t h e m :  M a n y  M i n i s t e r s  i n  t h e  P u b l i c k  C h u r c h e s 
h a v i n g  mo r e  S o u l s  t o  l o o k  a f t e r,  t h a n  s e v e r a l  w o u l d 
b e  s u f f c i e n t  f o r .  A n d  h e r e  M r .  H o a d l y  i s  p r e t t y 
wa r m.  He  d e s i r e s  t o  b e  Pa rd on ’d  i f  b e  t e l l s  u s,  t h a t 
i t  i s  no t  s in c e r e  t o  a l l edg e  tha t  in  Vind i c a t i on  o f  th e i r 
P u b l i c k  M i n i s t r a t i o n s,  w h i c h  w e  k n o w  wa s  n o t  t h e 
t r u e  R e a s o n  o f  t h e i r  C o n t i n u i n g  t h e m .  Wa n t  o f 
sincer ity is, it must be own’d, a Considerable Charge 
A n d  ye t  a s  f a r  a s  I  a m  C o n c e r n ’d ,  t h e  G e n t l e - 
m a n  h a s  a n  A m p l e  Pa rd o n .  Fo r  I  a m  ve r y  s e n - 
s i b l e  h ow  n a t u r a l  ’t i s  t o  d ro p  C h a r g e s  o f  t h a t 
N a t u re ,  i n  t h e  H e a t  o f  a  D e b a t e .  T h o ’ Pe r h a p s 
h e  wo n ’t  i m m e d i a t l y  Pa r d o n  h i m s e l f ,  w h e n  h e 
C o n s i d e r s ,  t h a t  o u r  F a t h e r s  b e i n g  A n t e c e d e n t l y 
Conv inc ’d ,  tha t  ho ld ing  on  in  the i r  Min i s t r y  wa s 
t h e i r  D u t y,  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  O r d i n a t i o n  Vow, 
a n d  t h a t  t h ey  m i g h t  n o t  bu r y  t h e i r  Ta l e n t ,  & c . 
t h e i r  n e x t  Conc e r n  l ay  t o  Enqu i re ,  wh a t  ro o m , 
there  was  fo r  the i r  Use fu lne s s ,  when the i r  P l ace s , 
we r e  s u p p l y ’d  by  o t h e r s ?  A n d  h e r e  t h i s  C o n s i - 
d e r a t i o n  c a m e  i n ;  w h i c h  t h e r e f o r e  m i g h t  ve r y 
w e l l  b e  P l e a d e d :  N o t  i n d e e d  a s  a  R e a s o n 
b y  i t  s e l f ;  B u t  a s  a  C o n f i r m i n g  E v i d e n c e  o f 
t h e i r  D u t y  t o  p e r s i s t  i n  t h e i r  M i n i s t r y,  s i n c e 
the re  wa s  so  much  room and  Occa s ion ,  f o r  t he i r 
U s e f u l n e s s ,  no t  w i t h s t a nd i ng  t h e  Pub l i c k  P rov i - 
s i on  o f  M in i s t e r s .  When  t h en  h e  s ay s ,  t h a t  s u c h 
a  P r a c t i c e  a s  t h a t  o f  t h e  E j e c t e d  M i n i s t e r s  c a n - 
n o t  p o s s i b ly  b e  f o und e d  up on  s u c h  a  Rea s on  a s  t h i s ; 
I  o n l y  m ove  h e ’ l  s t a t e  t h e  m a t t e r  a  l i t t l e  m o re
  fairly,
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f a i r l y,  a nd  I ’m  f re e  t o  d eb a t e  i t  w i t h  h im .  I f  i t 
h a d  b y  s o l i d  R e a s o n s  b e e n  r e a l l y  p r o v ’d  t o 
h a ve  b e e n  t h e i r  D u t y  t o  b e  s i l e n t ,  a n d  c e a s e 
f r o m  t h e i r  M i n i s t r y,  i t s  g r a n t e d ,  t h i s  R e a s o n 
wo u l d  n o t  h ave  a f f o r d e d  s u f f i c i e n t  Fo u n d a t i o n 
f o r  t h e i r  C o n t i n u i n g  t o  O f f i c i a t e :  B u t  i f  t h e y 
h a d  a  Ta l e n t  w h i c h  t h e y  we r e  b o u n d  t o  i m - 
p r ov e  t o  t h e  H o n o u r  o f  t h e  D o n o r ,  a n d  t h e 
G o o d  o f  t h e i r  F e l l o w  S e r v a n t s ;  I  t h i n k  t h i s 
C o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  N e c e s s i t i e s  o f  t h e  P e o p l e  i n 
mo s t  Pa r t s  o f  t h e  Na t i on ,  he lp s  to  Clea r  the i r  way : 
In  a s  much  a s  i t  p re sen t s  them wi th  an  Oppor tu- 
n i ty  o f  some Ser v ice,  and room for  be ing in  some 
mea su re  Use fu l ,  no tw i th s t and ing  t he  Lo s s  o f  t h e 
F avo u r  o f  t h e  M a g i s t r a t e ,  f o r  wa n t  o f  C o m p l y - 
ance with unnecessary Impositions.

Bu t  h e  s ay s .  He  d o e s  n o t  g r a n t  t h a t  t h e  Ne c e s s i - 
t i e s  o f  t h e  P e o p l e  a r e  s o  g r e a t  a n d  p r e s s i n g ,  a s  w e 
w o u l d  h a v e  t h e  Wo r l d  b e l i e v e  t h e m  t o  b e .  We  c a n 
on l y  de s i re  t h a t  Pe r son s  w i l l  con s i de r,  and  com- 
p a r e ,  a n d  t h e n  a r e  f r e e  t h a t  t h ey  s h o u l d  j u d g e 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  E v i d e n c e .  H e  s a y s .  T h e  C h u r c h e s 
a n d  o t h e r  P l a c e s  f o r  r e l i g i o u s  A s s emb l i e s  a n n ex ’d  t o 
t h e m ,  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  m ay  m e e t  a n d  p r ay,  a n d  h e a r 
God ’s  Wo rd ,  a r e  n o t  s o  l i t t l e ,  i n  many  o f  t h o s e  Pa - 
r i she s,  whi c h  have  g iven  o c ca s i on  to  th i s  P l ea ,  bu t  tha t 
t h e y  w i l l  h o l d  many  mo r e  P e op l e  t h an  o rd i n a r i ly  f r e - 
q u e n t  t h em ,  a n d  w i t h  n o  g r e a t  i n c o n v e n i e n c e .  Wha t 
Chu rch e s  h e  may  p a r t i c u l a r l y  h ave  i n  h i s  E ye  I 
c anno t  s ay :  Bu t  I  am we l l  s a t i s f y ’d ,  the re  a re  s e - 
ve r a l  Pa r i she s  in  and  about  London ,  where  a l l  the 
Churche s ,  Chappe l s  and  Mee t ing-Hou ie s  th a t  a re 
in them, put together,  would not hold a  Sixth Par t 
of the Inhabitants. But , says he, the People of these Pa- 
r ishes may as easi ly f requent the Churches of their  neigh- 
b o u r i n g  Pa r i s h e s,  w h i c h  a r e  n o t  s o  l a r g e ;  a s  m a ny 
f r om  t h e s e  n e i g h b ou r i n g  Pa r i s h e s  f r e q u en t  y ou r  s e p a - 
r a t e  A s s e m b l i e s .  ’ T i s  t r u e ,  t h e y  m ay  s o ;  a n d  I
  know
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know noth ing  to  h inder  them,  i f  they  a re  so  d i s - 
po s ’d ;  un l e s s  t h e  Canon  a g a i n s t  go i ng  t o  n e i gh - 
b o u r i n g  C h u r c h e s  ( u p o n  w h i c h ,  by  t h e  way,  a 
c e r t a i n  G e n t l e m a n  h a s  b e e n  l a t e l y  p ro s e c u t e d ) 
i f  t h ey  we re  awa re  o f  i t :  Bu t  s t i l l ,  t h e re ’s  room 
eno ’ f o r  D i s s e n t i n g  M in i s t e r s  t oo.  Nay,  i n  mo s t 
P a r t s  o f  t h e  N a t i o n ,  m o r e  M i n i s t e r s  t h a n  t h e 
P u b l i c k  E s t a b l i s h m e n t  s u p p o r t s  a n d  m a i n t a i n s , 
a r e  r e a l l y  n e c e s s a r y  i n  o rd e r  t o  a  d u e  C a r e  o f 
S o u l s .  A n d  t h i s  i s  c a p a b l e  o f  D e m o n s t r a t i o n ; 
a n d  h a s  b e e n  a c k n o w l e d g ’d  b y  m a n y  o f  t h e 
Chu r c h  o f  Eng l and ,  t ho ’ Mr.  H .  i n  th i s  Ca se  i s  so 
b a c k wa rd  t o  ow n  i t .  B u t  b a t i n g  t h i s ,  h e  t e l l s , 
u s ,  tha t  which  he  in s i s t s  upon  i s  t h i s,  t ha t  t h i s  c an - 
no t  b e  t h e  t r u e  r e a s on  o f  t h e  P ra c t i c e  o f  t h e s e  E j e c t e d 
Mini s t e r s  (and he seems to take in their  Succes sor s , 
t oo )  and  t h e r e f o r e  o u gh t  n o t  t o  b e  a l l e d g e d  i n  j u s t i - 
f i c a t i on  o f  i t .  ’T i s  g r an ted ,  ’t i s  no t  the  on ly  Rea- 
son ;  fo r  there  a re  severa l  o ther s :  But  i t  i s  a  Con- 
s idera t ion tha t  was  a  g rea t  Inducement  to  many to 
s e t  up  s e p a r a t e  pub l i c k  wo r s h i pp i ng  A s s emb l i e s ; 
a n d  t h a t  h e l p ’d  t o  c o n f i r m  o t h e r s  a n d  i t  m i g h t 
ve r y  j u s t l y  d o  s o,  a n d  t h e re f o re  i t  m ay  we l l  b e 
alledg’d among the Reasons of their Practice.

You  kn ow  v e r y  w e l l  ( s ay s  he )  t h a t  a s  c o n s i d e ra b l e 
P e r s on s  a s  any  among s t  you ,  mak e  n o  s c r up l e  o f  s e t - 
t l i n g  i n  Pa r i s h e s  o f  a  l i t t l e  Ex t e n t  a s  a ny  i n  Lon - 
d o n ?  W h a t  t h e n ?  t h o ’ s o m e  d o,  we  k n ow  M r . 
Bax t e r  d i d  o th e rw i s e ;  a nd  m igh t  no t  h e  u s e  t h i s 
p l e a ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  P r a c t i c e  o f  s o m e  o t h e r s  d i f - 
f e r ’d  f ro m  h i s ?  B e s i d e s ,  i n  s u c h  a  P l a c e  a s  t h e 
C i t y  o f  London ,  t he  S t re s s  o f  t he  Argumen t  doe s 
no t  l y  upon  the  Ca s e  o f  t h i s  and  t h a t  p a r t i cu l a r 
Pa r i s h ,  s o  mu c h  a s  u p o n  t h e  D i s p ro p o r t i o n  b e - 
tween  the  Number  o f  Inhab i t an t s  in  gene r a l ,  and 
t h e  nu m b e r  o f  P u b l i c k  C h u r c h e s .  T h i s  m ay  b e 
so  c l ea r,  a s  to  amount  to  a  su f f i c i en t  Ev idence  o f 
a  N e c e s s i t y  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l ,  o f  m o re  H e l p ;  a n d
  when
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w h e n  t h a t  i s  E v i d e n t ,  I  t h i n k  t h e  C o nve n i e n c e 
o f  M in i s t e r  a nd  Peop l e ,  i s  t o  d e t e r m ine  t h e  S i - 
t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  P l a c e  o f  Wo r s h i p :  A n d  w h e t h e r 
the  Par i sh  in  which  a  Meet ing  i s  open ’d  be  wi th- 
in  the  Ci ty  or  wi thout ;  in  a  l a rge  Par i sh  or  sma l l 
one,  i t  comes  much  to  one.  Tha t  P e op l e  w i l l  c ome 
t h i t h e r  f r om  a l l  Qua r t e r s ,  i s  no t  i nd e ed  imp rob a - 
b l e ;  n o r  i s  i t  t o  b e  p r eve n t e d :  B u t  t h a t  t h e r e - 
fo re  the re  i s  no  need  o f  them,  o r  tha t  e i the r  the 
Min i s t e r s  o r  Peop l e  h ave  re a son  t h ence  t o  t h i nk 
s o ,  i s  ye t  t o  b e  p rov ’d .  T h a t  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n s 
o f  t h e s e  E j e c t e d  Min i s t e r s  a nd  t h e i r  Su c c e s s o r s , 
a r e  n o t  who l l y  made  up  o f  t h o s e  P e r s on s  whom th e i r 
E s t a b i s h e d  M in i s t e r  i s  n o t a b l e  t o  t a k e  Ca r e  o f ,  may 
ve r y  we l l  b e  s u p p o s ’d :  A n d  ye t  t h e r e  m ay  b e 
m a ny  m o re  i n  a n d  a b o u t  L o n d o n  i n  t h e  w h o l e , 
t h a n  a l l  t h e  Pa r i s h  M i n i s t e r s  p u t  t og e t h e r ,  m ay 
b e  a b l e  t o  t a ke  any  t o l e r a b l e  Ca re  o f :  And  s up - 
po s ing  the re  t o  be  i n  the s e  s ep a r a t e  Cong rega t i - 
on s ,  a  con s ide r ab l e  Number  o f  tho se  who  w i l l  n o t 
l e t  t h e  E s t a b l i s h ’d  M in i s t e r  t a k e  Ca r e  o f  t h em ;  wh o 
w o u l d  n o t  c o m e  t o  t h e  Wo r s h i p  a n d  S e r v i c e  o f  t h e 
Chu r c h  o f  Eng l and ,  we r e  t h e  P l a c e s  o f  A s s embly  t e n 
t im e s  mo r e  Cap a c i o u s  t h a n  t h e y  a r e,  a n d  t h e  s e t t l e d 
Min i s t e r  n e ve r  s o  a b l e  and  r e a dy  t o  i n s t r u c t  t h em ,  i t 
doe s  no t  fo l low they  a re  to  be  the reupon re fu s ’d ; 
t i l l  t h e  Rea son s  t hey  go  upon  a re  enqu i r ’d  i n to, 
w h i c h  we  s h a l l  c o n s i d e r  i n  t h e  S e q u e l .  B u t  t o 
s ay,  the re  a re  none  go  to  Mee t ing s ,  becau se  they 
han ’t  Convenience  in  the i r  Par i sh  Church ,  (which 
i s  t h e  Ca s e  re f e r ’d  t o  i n  t h i s  A r gumen t ,  t hough 
Mr.  Hoad ly  o t h e rw i s e  e xp re s i e s  i t , )  i s  a  r unn ing 
the Matter too far.

He  s ay s ,  they  han ’t  the  l e a s t  r e a s on  t o  t h i nk  t ha t 
o u r  M i n i s t e r s  w o u l d  l ay  a s i d e  t h e  P u b l i c k  E xe r c i s e 
o f  the i r  Min i s t r y,  i f  a l l  th e  Peop l e  had  Oppo r tun i ty  o f 
Wo r s h i pp i n g  God  i n  t h e  Pub l i c k  Chu r c h e s :  Where in 
I  am  much  o f  h i s  M ind ;  b e c a u s e  o f  a n  A n t e c e -
  dent
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d en t  Du t y  by  Po s i t i ve  Eng ag emen t ;  a nd  b e c au s e 
o f  t h e  L e g a l  To l e r a t i o n ;  & c .  a n d  y e t  i t  d o e s 
not  fo l low but  the  want  o f  more  He lp  in  the  Mi- 
n i s t r y  may  be  a  g rea t  Add i t iona l  Mot ive  to  tho se 
t h a t  a re  engag ’d  i n  i t  a l re ady,  t o  pe r s i s t  i n  t he i r 
wo rk ;  a nd  a l s o  t o  t a ke  c a re  o f  a  S u c c e s s i o n  a f - 
t e r  t h e m .  H e  g o e s  o n :  We  f i n d  y o u  a l l  g e n e r a l l y 
a s  l i t t l e  S c r u p u l o u s  o f  M i n i s t r i n g  P u b l i c k l y  w h e r e 
t h e  Es t a b l i s h ’d  Min i s t e r s  a r e  a b l e  t o  t ak e  Ca r e  o f  t h e 
Sou l s  in  the i r  Pa r i she s,  whe r e  the  Chur c he s  s t and  ve r y 
t h i c k ,  and  a r e  c apa c i ou s  eno ’ t o  ho l d  many  mo r e  t han 
those  tha t  be long  to  them, as  o f  Mini s t r ing  in  the  mos t 
P o p u l o u s  P a r i s h e s .  I t  w a s  n o t  t h u s  w i t h  M r . 
Bax t e r  no r  many  o the r s  o f  t h e  E j e c t ed  Min i s t e r s 
for merly.  But s ince the Tole ra t ion ,  thi s  Remark wi l l 
hold. And I must confess, I think the Practice is not 
without Reason.  For i f  the Mag is t ra te that  la id the 
C o n f i n e m e n t ,  i s  p l e a s ’d  t o  t a k e  i t  o f f ,  I  s e e 
not  why Mini s ter s  should re fuse  to Preach,  where- 
eve r  t h ey  h ave  a  Ca l l  a nd  Oppo r t un i t y.  He  f u r - 
t h e r  a d d s ;  w e  s e e  y o u  b i d  l i t t l e  c o n c e r n ’d  t h a t  t h e 
Peop l e  shou ld  make  use  o f  the  Oppor tun i t i e s  they  have 
i t s  t h e  way  E s t a b l i s h ’d :  And  n o t  a t  a l l  b a c kwa rd  t o 
r e c e i v e  and  en c ou ra g e  any,  t h ou gh  und e r  n o  s u c h  Ne - 
c e s s i t i e s ,  a s  y o u  h e r e  r e p r e s e n t  t h e m .  We  p r e s s 
Peop l e  to  go,  where  they  c an  ge t  mos t  Good  fo r 
t h e i r  S o u l s ;  a n d  f i n d  m o s t  o f  t h e  P r e s e n c e  o f 
G o d ;  b e  i t  i n  t h e  w a y  E s t a b l i s h e d  o r  n o t ;  a n d 
t h i s  we  t h i nk  i s  a s  much  a s  b e come s  u s .  And  a s 
for  encourag ing those  t ha t  a r e  unde r  no  su c h  Ne c e s - 
s i t i e s ;  ’ t i s  g r a n t e d ,  t h a t  i s  n o t  m a d e  t h e  Te s t : 
And  ye t  I  know no t  t h a t  we  en cou r a g e  t h em  i n 
a n y  L i b e r t y  t h a t  G o d  h a s  n o t  a l l o w e d .  We l l 
t h e n  ( s a y s  t h i s  G e n t l e m a n )  o b s e r v i n g  t h e s e  P r a - 
c t i c e s  w e  c a n n o t  b u t  w o n d e r  a t  t h e  Men t i o n  o f  t h i s 
P r i n c i p l e ;  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  A p p e a l  t o  a l l  t h e  Wo r l d , 
wh e t h e r  t h i s  b e  n o t  v e r y  o dd  Re a s on i n g .  We l l  t hen , 
l e t ’s  c on s i d e r  a nd  compa re  t h e  P r i n c i p l e  a nd  t h e
  Pra-
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P r a c t i c e .  T h e  P r i n c i p l e  i s  t h i s ,  t h a t  w h e r e ve r , 
t h e  Pub l i c k  P rov i s i on  o f  M in i s t e r s ,  i n  any  C i t y, 
o r  Bo r rough ,  o r  Town  Cor po r a t e,  i s  no t  s u f f i c i - 
en t  fo r  a  due  Care  o f  the  Inhab i t an t s ,  there  there 
i s  room for  the  As s i s t an t  Labour s  o f  such  a s  God, 
ba th  fu r n i shed  wi th  su i t ab l e  Min i s t e r i a l  Ab i l i t i e s ; 
And  tha t ,  whe re  the  Gove r nmen t  c a l l s  a  Compa- 
ny  o f  Va luab l e  Min i s t e r s  by,  a s  supe r -numera r i e s , 
i f  t h e y  f i n d  t h e m s e l ve s  a f t e r  s u c h  a n  E j e c t i o n 
ob l i g ed  t o  con t i nue  t h e i r  S e r v i c e  a s  P rov i d en c e 
g i ve s  t h e m  a n  O p p o r t u n i t y ;  t h e y  b e i n g  c a l l e d 
by  a  N u m b e r  o f  P ro f e s s i n g  C h r i s t i a n s  i n  s u c h 
C i t i e s ,  B u r r o u g h s  o r  To w n s  C o r p o r a t e ,  a r e 
p r e s e n t e d  w i t h  s u c h  a n  O p p o r t u n i t y.  T h i s  i s 
t h e  P r i n c i p l e .  T h e  P r a c t i c e  i s  t h i s :  W h e n 
s u c h  a n  O p p o r t u n i t y  o f f e r s ;  w h e n  a  N u m - 
be r  o f  p ro f e s s i ng  Ch r i s t i a n s  make  cho i c e  o f  one 
a s  the i r  Mini s ter,  des i r ing him to conduct  them in 
t h e  way  t o  He aven ,  t h ey  a c c ep t  i t ,  w i t hou t  en - 
qu i r i ng  whe the r  they  come  ou t  o f  one  Pa r i s h  o r 
a no th e r ;  o r  whe th e r  o r  no  t h e i r  Pa r i s h  Chu rch , 
w i l l  h o l d  t h e m ;  o r  b e  f u l l  o r  e m p t y.  N o w 
whe re ’s  t h e  I n con s i s t en cy,  b e tween  t h i s  P r i n c i p l e 
and  th i s  P r a c t i c e ?  Le t  h im s t a t e  bo th  f a i r l y,  and ; 
h e  may  App e a l  t o  whom he  P l e a s e s .  H i s  s t a t i n g 
t h e  A r g u m e n t  o n  o u r  s i d e ,  we  O b j e c t  A g a i n s t . 
N o n e  a m o n g  u s ,  e ve r  a r g u ’d  a s  h e  r e p r e s e n t s . 
T h e  P e o p l e  i n  m a ny  Pa r i s h e s  a r e  a t  a  L o s s ;  A n d 
the r e f o r e  we  th ink i t  ou r  Duty to.  Min i s t e r  in  Publ i c k , 
no t  on ly  t o  t h o s e  t ha t  a r e  s o ;  bu t  t o  a l l  t h a t  w i l l  a t - 
t e n d  u p o n  u s,  l e t  t h e  M o t i v e  b e  w h a t  i t  w i l l .  N o t 
on ly  t o  s e t t l e  i n  t h e s e  Pa r i s h e s,  wh e r e  t h e  P e op l e  l i e 
u nd e r  D i f f i c u l t i e s,  bu t  i n  a ny  o t h e r s  wh e r e  w e  t h i n k 
f i t .  T h i s  i s  a n  A r g u m e n t  o f  h i s  ow n  f o r m i n g . 
O u r  F a t h e r ’s  A r g u m e n t  s t o o d  t h u s .  W h e r e a s 
When they  u rg ’d  the i r  Obl iga t ion  f rom the i r  Or- 
d i n a t i o n  Vow,  a n d  t h e  N e c e s s i t y  o f  i m p rov i n g 
t h e  Ta l en t  w i t h  wh i ch  God  h ad  en t r u s t ed  t h em ;
  they
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t h ey  we r e  t o l d  by  t h e i r  B r e t h r e n  t h e r e  wa s  n o 
room for  them,  fo r  tha t  a l l  P l ace s  were  fu l l ,  they 
p roduc ’d  th i s  Cons ide r a t ion ,  in  the i r  own Ju s t i f i - 
c a t ion :  And  to ld  them tha t  the  Publ i ck  P rov i s ion 
wa s  no t  s u f f i c i en t ,  t o  t a ke  Ca re  o f  t h e  Sou l s  o f 
t he  Peop l e ;  and  to  Ev idence  th i s  t hey  men t ion ’d 
s o m e  p a r t i c u l a r  l a r g e  Pa r i s h e s ,  w h e re  t h e  t h i n g 
wa s  s o  e v i d e n t  a s  t o  a d m i t  o f  n o  D e b a t e .  B u t 
they  neve r  p re t ended ,  t h a t  bec au s e  the  Churche s 
in  the se  Pa r i she s  wou ld  no t  ho ld  the  Inhab i t an t s , 
t h e y  m i g h t  t h e r e f o r e  p r e a c h  w h e r e - e ve r  t h e y 
w o u l d .  B u t  h a v i n g  p r o v ’d  i t  t h e i r  D u t y  t o 
P r e a c h  a s  P r ov i d e n c e  o f f e r ’d  a n  O p p o r t u n i t y, 
they  u rg ’d  the  sma l l  number  o f  Publ i ck  Min i s t e r s 
a s  a n  A r g u m e n t ,  t h a t  t h e r e  wa s  a n  O p p o r t u n i - 
t y  o f f e r ’d ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a n  I n c l i n a t i o n .  A n d  i f 
Mr.  Hoad ly  w i l l  s t i l l  s ay,  i t  i s  n o t  f a i r  t o  u r g e  t h i s 
i n  D e f e n c e  o f  t h e  E j e c t e d  M i n i s t e r s ,  we  c a n n o t 
h e l p  i t :  H e  m u s t  g i v e  u s  l e a v e  t o  s a y,  t h e i r 
Pra c t i c e  i s  a s  w e l l  d e f e nd e d  by  i t ,  a s  t hey  expec t ed 
i t  wou l d ;  i n a smuch  a s  i t  i s  h e reby  ev i d en t ,  t h a t 
P rov idence  d id  no t  deny  them an  Oppor tun i ty  o f 
acting agreeably to their Obligation.

I t  was  f a r ther  p leaded  by  the  E jec ted  Min i s te r s , 
That  sund r y  o f  th e  Es tabl i sh t  Min i s t e r s  we r e  in su f f i c i - 
e n t  a n d  u n q u a l i f i e d .  T h i s  M r.  H o a d l y  s e e m s  u n - 
w i l l i ng  to  unde r s t and .  He  s ay s ,  he  suppo se s  they 
cou ld  no t  mean  [Ev i l  and  Wicked ]  by  ine f f i c i en t 
a n d  u n q u a l i f y ’d . —  W h y  n o t ?  w h e n  n o n e  a r e 
mo re  unqu a l i f y ’d  f o r  t h e  M in i s t r y,  t h an  Pe r s on s 
t h a t  a re  known  to  b e  ev i l  a nd  w i cked .  He  g ive s 
t h i s  Re a s on  why  t h a t  c ou l d  no t  b e  t h e i r  S en s e , 
v iz .  Be c au s e  i t  wa s  t h e i r  Op in i on ,  t h a t  t h e  Min i s t r y 
o f  su c h  may be  u s ’d  bo th  in  hea r ing  the  Word  o f  God, 
and.  in  r e c e iv ing  o f  the  Sac rament s,  and tha t  wi th  Pro- 
f i t ,  i f  t h e  P e op l e  b e  n o t  wan t i n g  t o  t h em s e l v e s .  And 
i t  mu s t  b e  own ’d ,  t h a t  t h i s  wa s  t h e  Op i n i o n  o f 
t he  Gene r a l i t y  o f  t hem,  th a t  i t  wa s  no t  impo s s i -
 D ble
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b l e  t o  p ro f i t  unde r  s u ch ,  whe re  no  be t t e r  cou l d 
b e  h a d :  B u t  h e  s h o u l d  h a v e  p r ov ’d  ( i f  h e  i s 
ab l e )  tha t  they  eve r  de l ive r ’d  i t  a s  the i r  Opin ion , 
t h a t  ev i l  a n d  w i c ke d  M i n i s t e r s  we re  t o  b e  p re - 
f e r r ’d  be fo re  tho se  tha t  had  been  found to  be  s e- 
r i o u s  a n d  f a i t h f u l  w h i c h  wo u l d  h ave  b e e n  t h e 
Ca se  in  many  P l ace s  in  16 62 .  had  the  Peop le  de- 
s e r t e d  t h e i r  a n c i e n t  M i n i s t e r s ,  a n d  a d h e r ’d  t o 
t ho s e  who  s u c c e ed ed  t h em .  He  go e s  on .  And  i f 
t h e i r  Min i s t r y  migh t  b e  u s ’d  w i th  p r o f i t ,  th en  th e  c a s e 
o f  t h e  P e o p l e  und e r  s u c h  Min i s t e r s  wa s  n o t ,  i n  t h e i r 
Ac coun t ,  s o  de spe ra t e,  a s  t o  make  the i r  publ i c k  Ass i s t - 
a n c e  a  n e c e s s a r y  R e m e d y .  B u t  w h e r e ’s  t h e  A r - 
g u m e n t ,  w h e n  t h o ’ t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  a  f l a g i t i o u s 
Pe r son  may  po s s ib l y  be  p ro f i t ab l e  to  Peop le,  tha t 
c a n  h ave  n o  b e t t e r  h e l p ;  ye t  w h e n  t h e s e  M i n i - 
s t e r s  whom the  Gover nment  was  fo r  se t t ing  a s ide, 
we re  c apab l e  o f  gua rd ing  them f rom such  a  Mi s - 
ch ie f ,  and  were  ea r ne s t ly  de s i r ’d  by  the  Peop le  to 
d o  i t ,  i t  m i g h t  b e  t h e i r  D u t y  t o  c o m p l y,  t h o ’ 
the i r  Ca se  wa s  no t  ab so lu te ly  de spe r a t e,  had  they 
r e f u s ’d .  B u t ,  s a y s  h e ,  i f  t h e i r  p u b l i s h  A s s i s t a n c e 
was  no t  ne c e s sa r y,  i t  ough t  no t  t o  be  c on t inued .  There 
a r e  s e ve r a l  d e g r e e s  o f  N e c e s s i t y .  Fo r  my  p a r t  I 
s h o u l d  t h i n k  t h e i r  c o n t i n u i n g  t h e i r  M i n i s t r y 
among  t ho s e  t o  whom th ey  h ad  b e f o re  s t ood  i n 
a  Pa s tora l  Re la t ion ,  had  been ju s t i f i able,  i f  i t  was 
n e c e s s a r y  t o  t h e  t h r i v i n g  o f  s u c h  a  Pe o p l e ,  t h o ’ 
n o t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t h e i r  S a l v a t i o n  i f  i t  w a s  n e - 
c e s s a r y  t o  s a ve  t h e m  f ro m  a  v i c i o u s  M i n i s t e r , 
and  the  Mi s ch i e f  he  wou ld  do  them;  tho ’ no t  s o 
n e c e s s a r y,  a s  t h a t  t h ey  mu s t  h ave  b e en  a l l  a b s o - 
l u t e l y  d a m n ’d  w i t h o u t  i t .  A s  f o r  t h e  2 6 t h  A r - 
t i c l e ,  wh i ch  h e  t e l l s  u s  t h e  Min i s t e r s  h ave  Sub - 
s c r i b ’d ,  ’t i s  n o t  mu c h  t o  t h e  p u r p o s e .  Fo r  t h o ’ 
’t i s  f re e l y  g r an t ed ,  t h a t  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  Ch r i s t ’s  O rd i - 
nan c e  i s  no t  t ak en  away  by  th e  w i c k edne s s  o f  t h e  Mi - 
n i s t e r ;  ye t  he  tha t  shou ld  p lead  tha t ,  o r  any  th ing
  else
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e l s e  in  tha t  Ar t i c l e,  a s  an  Argument ,  why a  loo se 
and vi t ious Minis ter  should be prefer ’d to one than 
i s  sober  and  se r ious ,  o r  why one  o f  the  l a te r  so r t 
s h o u l d  l e ave  h i s  Pe o p l e  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  o n e  o f 
t h e  f o r m e r  s t a m p,  w h e n  t h ey  e a r n e s t l y  d e s i r ’d 
h i s  Con t inuance,  wou ld  de s e r ve  P i t y,  r a the r  th an 
a n  An swe r.  Howeve r  h e  w i l l  h ave  i t ,  t h a t  when 
’twa s  s a id  s eve r a l  o f  the  e s t ab l i sh t  Min i s t e r s  were 
i n e f f i c i e n t  a n d  u n q u a l i f y ’d ,  i t  mu s t  b e  me an t  t h a t 
t hey  were  i g n o ran t  a nd  unab l e  t o  t e a c h  and  i n s t r u c t 
t h e  P e o p l e .  N ay,  a n d  h e  w i l l  h ave  i t ,  t h a t  t h i s 
i s  me an t  n o t  a s  t o  t h e i r  i n e f f i c i e n c y  f o r  p r i va t e  l a - 
b o u r s,  b u t  p u b l i c k ;  a n d ,  t h a t  a l l  t h a t  wa s  m e a n t 
wa s  t h i s .  Tha t  t h e  i n e f f i c i e n c y  o f  s om e  Pa r i s h  M i - 
n i s t e r s  was  s o  g r ea t ,  tha t  th e  Sou l s  o f  th e  Peop l e  we r e 
endange r ’d  by  th e i r  At t endan c e  on  th e i r  Publ i c k  Min i - 
s t ra t i o n s ;  and ,  t h a t  i t  wa s  n e c e s s a r y  on  t h i s  a c c o un t , 
t o  m i n i s t e r  p u b l i c k l y  i n  a  s e p a r a t e  way .  I f  Mr.  H . 
h ad  tho ’t  f i t  t o  have  con su l t ed  Mr.  Bax t e r ’s  Apo - 
l o gy  f o r  t h e  Non -Con f o r m i s t  M in i s t e r s ,  pub l i s h ’d  i n 
1 6 8 1 ,  w h i c h  I  h e r e  c i t e d  i n  t h e  M a r g i n ,  h e 
wo u l d  h ave  f o u n d  t h e  s h o r t  H i n t s  I  g ave  u p o n 
th i s  Head cons iderably  d i l a ted  on,  and needed not 
to  have  been  a t  a  lo s s  a s  to  the  Sen se  o f  th i s ,  o r 
a n y  o t h e r  o f  t h e s e  A r g u m e n t s .  B u t  i f  h e  c a n 
bea r  i t ,  I  mus t  t e l l ,  h im,  ’twa s  i n s u f f i c i e n c y  o f  a l l 
s o r t s  t h a t  s und r y  o f  t h e  Min i s t e r s  we re  ch a r ge a - 
b l e  w i t h :  M a ny  o f  t h o s e  w h o  we r e  t o  s u c c e e d 
o u r  F a t h e r s  w h e n  t h ey  we r e  E j e c t e d ,  h a d  s u c h 
g ro s s  De f ec t s ,  s ome  in  the i r  Mora l s ,  and  some  in 
t h e i r  I n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  a n d  s o m e  i n  b o t h ,  t h a t  t h ey 
cou ld  have  l i t t l e  comfor t  to  l e ave  the i r  Peop le  in 
t h e i r  h a n d s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  t h ey  d e s i r ’d  t h e i r 
S t a y  a m o n g  t h e m :  F a l l i n g  s h o r t  t h e r e f o r e  i n 
t h e  S e n s e  o f  t h e  A r g u m e n t ,  h i s  A n swe r  c a n  b e 
no  o the r  t h an  De f e c t ive :  Howeve r,  I ’ l  t a ke  i t  a s 
f a r  a s  i t  goes ,  and cons ider  h i s  3  Pos i t ions  by way 
of Reply.
 D 2 1. He
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1.  He  s ay s ,  Suppo s i n g  i t  t r u e,  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  i g - 
n o r a n t  M i n i s t e r s  i n  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d ,  y e t 
th i s  i s  no t  a  su f f i c i en t  r ea son  f o r  th e  Peop l e  t o  f o r s ake 
t ha t  Chu r c h ,  and  b e t ak e  t h ems e l ve s  t o  a  s e pa ra t e  Mi - 
n i s t r y,  and f o rm themse lve s  in to  Chur c he s  d i s t in c t  f r om 
i t .  I  a n s we r ,  i f  t h e  M i n i s t e r s  t o  c o m e  i n  t h e 
ro o m  o f  t h o s e  w h o m  t h e  L aw  e j e c t e d ,  we re  s o 
i n s u f f i c i en t  a s  t o  j u s t i f i e  t h e  Peop l e  i n  d e s i r i n g 
t h e i r  f o r me r  Min i s t e r s  t o  s t ay  among  t h em ,  and 
t h e m  t o  c o n t i nu e  t h e i r  M i n i s t r y,  ’t i s  a l l  i t  wa s 
b ro u g h t  f o r :  A n d  t h i s  i s  w h a t  M r.  H .  I  t h i n k , 
shou ld  have  d i sp rov ’d ,  i f  he  wou ld  have  weaken ’d 
the  Argumen t .  Bu t  I ’ l l  a  l i t t l e  f o l l ow h im in  h i s 
a r gu ing ,  t ho ’ I  s e e  i t  wande r s  f rom the  Po in t  t o 
w h i c h  i t  s h o u l d  h ave  b e e n  d i r e c t e d .  N o  C h u r c h 
u p on  Ea r t h  ( s ay s  he )  i n  wh i c h  t h e r e  a r e  s ame  t h ou - 
s and s  o f  M in i s t e r s,  c a n  p o s s i b ly  e s c a p e  t h i s  unhapp i - 
n e s s :  ( i .  e.  to  have  some among them tha t  a re  i n - 
s u f f i c i e n t . )  I  c an  e a s i l y  be l i eve  h im,  and  ye t  mus t 
need s  s ay,  I  th ink  tha t  Church  no t  on ly  unhappy , 
bu t  unme r c i f u l  t oo,  t h a t  no t  on l y  h a s  i n su f f i c i en t 
Min i s t e r s ,  bu t  w i l l  ob l i ge  Peop l e  to  t ake  such  in 
the room of  those  who are  known to be wel l  qua- 
l i f y ’d ,  and  unde r  whose  Labour s  they  have  p ro f i - 
t ed .  I t  i s  a  l i t t l e  h a rd  i n d e e d ,  i f  u p on  a n  unh a pp i - 
n e s s  wh o l ly  un a vo i d a b l e,  n ew  and  d i s t i n c t  Chu r c h e s, 
w i t h  d i f f e r i n g  Mode s  o f  Wo r sh i p,  mu s t  b e  e r e c t e d ,  f o r 
th e  improvemen t  o f  th e  Knowledge,  and  the  de s t ru c t i on 
o f  t h e  L o v e  a n d  C h a r i t y  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  P e o p l e . 
C e r t a i n l y  M r.  H o a d l y  h a s  f o r g o t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e 
b e t w e e n  A r g u m e n t  a n d  A g g r a v a t i o n s ;  a n d  b e - 
tween  Pr e j ud i c e s  t o  s uppo r t  a  Pa r t y ,  and  Argumen t s 
t o  ma in ta in  a  Cause .  But  be i t  a s  i t  wi l l  a s  to  tha t , 
I  mu s t  t e l l  h im ,  t h a t  ’t i s  more  t h an  a  l i t t l e  h a rd 
for  the  hones t  People  o f  a  Par i sh ,  to  be  rent  f rom 
a  M i n i s t e r ,  w h o s e  D o c t r i n e  a n d  l i f e  t h e y  h a d 
found Bene f i c i a l ,  in to  the  hands  o f  one,  who was 
r a t h e r  l i ke  t o  do  t h em hu r t  t h an  good  by  bo th ;
  and
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a n d  w h o,  i n s t e a d  o f  f p r e a d i n g  L o v e  a n d  C h a r i t y 
among  t h em ,  wou ld  make  i t  h i s  Bu s i n e s s  t o  r un 
down  s e r i ou s  Re l i g ion  a s  Fana t i c i sm ,  and  encou- 
r age  Pro f anenes s  and  Loosenes s ,  a s  a  Badge  e i ther 
of  a true Son of the Church, or of  a Loyal  Subject ; 
and yet  thi s  was the Case in sundry Par i shes  in the 
Year 1662.

He  goe s  on  i n  a  mo s t  Pompou s  and  Pa the t i c a l 
m a n n e r .  B u t  i f  e v e r  a ny  C h u r c h  u p o n  E a r t h  m ay 
b e  s a i d  t o  h a ve  t ak en  Ca r e  t h a t  t h e  P e op l e  s h a l l  n o t 
s u f f e r  Con s i d e ra b ly,  o r  t h e i r  S a l va t i o n  b e  e ndang e r ’d , 
t h r o ’ t h i s  i n c onven i en c e.  Ce r t a i n ly  i t  mu s t  b e  g ran t e d 
t h e  C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d  h a s  E f f e c t u a l l y  d o n e  i t . 
Good  S i r  no t  s o  f a s t :  Wha t  s ay  you  t o  t h e  P r i - 
m i t i ve  t i m e s ,  w h e n  t h ey  h a d  n e i t h e r  L i t u r g y s , 
no r  Ceremonys ,  no r  any  o f  tho se  th ing s  tha t  D i - 
s t i n g u i s h  y o u  f r o m  u s ?  W h e n  t h e  M i n i s t e r s 
we re  so  Eminen t  f o r  the  Ho l ine s s  o f  t he i r  L ive s , 
t h e  i n d e f a t i g a b l e n e s s  o f  t h e i r  L a bou r s  a nd  t h e i r 
abound ing  G i f t s  and  Grace s ,  and  needed  none  o f 
t h o s e  C r u t c h e s ,  w h i c h  a r e  n ow  f o u n d  t o  b e  s o 
nece s s a r y ?  Wer e  t h e  Pub l i c k  A s s emb l i e s  i n d e e d  L e f t 
t o  t h e  S o l e  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  g u i d a n c e  o f  t h e  M i n i - 
s t e r  o f  t h e  Pa r i s h ,  o r  t h e  P re s i d en t  o f  t h e  Ch r i - 
s t i a n  A s s e m b l y,  a s  t h ey  a p p e a r  t o  h ave  b e e n  i n 
t h e  P r i m i t i ve  t i m e s ;  w e r e  t h e  P e o p l e  t o  b e  s e r v ’d 
w i th  no th ing  bu t  wha t  he  c ou ld  a f f o rd  them,  we r e  they 
t o  b e  e n t e r t a i n ’d  w i t h  P r ay e r s,  w h o l l y  a c c o r d i n g  t o 
t h e  a b i l i t y s,  o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  Fan c y,  i n ven t i on  and  d i s - 
po s i t i on  o f  t h e i r  Min i s t e r ;  which  was  the i r  unhappy 
C a s e  i n  J u s t i n  M a r t y r ’s  d ay s ,  a n d  f o r  s o m e t i m e 
a f t e r ;  we r e  h e  l e f t  t o  h i s  L i b e r t y  wh e t h e r  h e  w ou l d 
r e a d  t o  t h em  any  Pa r t  o f  God s  Wo rd ,  o r  n o t ;  wh ich 
ye t  the  Gene r a l i t y  o f  the  E j ec t ed  Min i s t e r s ,  re ad 
i n  t h e i r  A s s e m b l y s ,  a n d  s o m e  o f  t h e m  t o o k  t h e 
Pa i n s  t o  E xpound  i n  a  f am i l i a r  man n e r,  b e s i d e s 
the i r  De s c an t ing  upon  i t  i n  the i r  Se r mons .  Whe- 
the r  he  would  use  the  Lords  Praye r,  the  Creed,  the  Ten
 D 3 Com-
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C o m m a n d m e n t s  o r  n o t ;  w h i c h  h e  m ay  C o n c l u d e 
the  Body  o f  t he  E j e c t ed  Min i s t e r s  we re  a s  much 
a f r a i d  o f f  a s  t h ey  we re  o f  t h e i r  B i b l e s :  B y  t h i s 
t i m e  I  a m  o u t  o f  B r e a t h ,  a n d  s o  I  s u p p o s e  i s 
m y  R e a d e r :  L e t  h i m  t h e n  R e c o l l e c t ;  we r e  i t 
t h u s  a n d  t h u s  a s  h a s  b e e n  s a i d ;  w e r e  t h e  P o o r 
P e o p l e  i n  s u c h  a  C a s e ,  u n d e r  t h e  P r o v i s i o n  o f  t h e 
C h u rc h  o f  E n g l a n d ,  t h e n  i n d e e d  t h e  I g n o r a n c e  o f 
t h e i r  M i n i s t e r  m i g h t  b e  a  d e p l o r a b l e  M i s f o r t u n e  t o 
t h e m .  A  f a i r  C o n c l u s i o n !  B u t  i s  i t  n o t  s o ,  a s 
i t  i s ?  I  can  Ea s i ly  draw h im a  Para l l e l  fo r  h i s  Ha- 
r a n g u e .  H a d  t h o s e  w h o  we r e  t o  s u c c e e d  o u r 
F a t h e r s  w h e n  t h e  L aw  E j e c t e d  t h e m ,  b e e n  u n i - 
v e r s a l l y  M e n  o f  G r e a t e r  M i n i s t e r i a l  A b i l i t y s ; 
Had they been more Eminent for their  Ser iousness ; 
t he i r  Love  to  Sou l s ;  t he i r  re ad ine s s  to  spend  and 
b e  s p e n t  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  C h r i s t ,  i t  h a d  b e e n 
m o r e  t o l e r a b l e .  H a d  t h e r e  b e e n  a n y  P r o s p e c t 
t h a t  t h e y  wo u l d  h ave  c a r r y ’d  o n  t h e  Wo r k  o f 
t h e  L o r d  a m o n g s t  t h e m  m o r e  e f f e c t u a l l y,  a n d 
more succes s fu l ly,  they might  wi th some sa t i s f ac t i - 
o n  h ave  r e s i g n ’d  t h e m  t o  t h e i r  C a re .  B u t  w h e n 
the  Case  was  so  d i rec t ly  cont ra r y,  in  many P lace s ; 
when  s ome  o f  t ho s e  t h a t  c ame  t o  s u c c e ed  t h em 
cou ld  dec l a re,  t h ey  wou ld  s e t  t h emse l ve s  t o  pu l l 
down wha t  the i r  P redece s so r s  had  fo r  many  Year s 
b e e n  b u i l d i n g :  W h e n  t h e r e  we r e  s o  m a n y  o f 
t h em  t h a t  we re  f u l l  o f  Enm i t y  a nd  Rancou r,  a - 
g a i n s t  a ny  t h i n g  a lmo s t  t h a t  l o o k t  l i ke  s e r i o u s - 
n e s s ;  i n  t h i s  Ca s e ,  f o r  ou r  F a t h e r s  t o  b e  p re s s ’d 
t o  s i t  s t i l l ,  a nd  l e t  t h e s e  Pe r son s  l a bou r  i n  t he i r 
room,  wa s  a  l i t t l e  h a rd :  o r  i f  I  much  admi r ’d  the 
Word s ,  I  m igh t  s ay,  ’twa s  a  d e p l o r a b l e  M i s f o r t u n e . 
The se  a re  the  Cons ide r a t ion s  tha t  sway ’d  our  Fa- 
t h e r s .  I  h a ve  o n l y  g i v e n  t h i s  To u c h  t h a t  M r . 
Hoad ly  may see  how ea s i ly  I  cou ld  re ta l i a te  in  the 
same way:  But  I  am rea l ly  t i r ’d  with i t ;  and there- 
fore I  sha l l  only g ive some br ie f  s t r ic tures  on what 
remains. He
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He  Thank s  God  tha t  the re  i s  such  P rov i s ion fo r 
the Necess i t ie s  of  the People in the Churc h o f  Eng- 
l a n d .  And  s o  c a n  we,  a nd  ye t  t h i nk  i t  wa s  ve r y 
ju s t i f i ab l e  in  our  Fa the r s  to  con t inue  the i r  Min i - 
s t r y,  where  they  found those  tha t  were  to  succeed 
them wr e t c h e d ly  i n s u f f i c i e n t .  Which  P l e a ,  t ho ’ l i a - 
ble  to  abuse,  may yet  cer ta in ly  be  a l low’d a  P lace, 
where  we have  to  do wi th  t h e  mos t  in su f f i c i en t  Mi- 
n i s t e r  we  c an  f i nd .  He s ay s ,  In  t h e  Chu r c h ,  t h e  Peo - 
p le  have no neces s i ty  o f  depar t ing f rom the most  insu f f i - 
c i e n t  M i n i s t e r  y o u  c a n  e a s i l y  f i n d .  S u p p o s e  t h ey 
a re  no t  unde r  an  ab so lu t e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  i t  i n  o rde r 
t o  t h e i r  S a l va t i o n ;  ye t  t h e r e  m ay  b e  a  n e c e s s i t y 
o f  i t  i n  o rd e r  t o  g re a t e r  E d i f i c a t i o n .  H e  m i g h - 
t i l y  m a g n i f i e s  t h e  s t a n d i n g  P r o v i s i o n  o f  t h e 
C h u r c h .  B u t  s u p p o s i n g  i t  e ve r  s o  g o o d  o f  t h e 
K i n d ,  i t  d o e s  n o t  f o l l ow,  e i t h e r  t h a t  a n  h o n e s t 
Chr i s t i an  i n  16 62 ,  wa s  bound  to  p re f e r  an  i gno- 
r an t  ca re le s s  Min i s te r  tha t  was  sen t  a s  a  Succe s sor 
b e f o r e  h i s  f o r m e r  Pa s t o r ,  u n d e r  w h o m  h e  h a d 
found  much  o f  the  P re s ence  o f  God  in  h i s  Ord i - 
nance s ;  o r  tha t  the  Min i s t e r  tha t  had  such  a  Suc- 
ce s so r,  wa s  bound  upon  h i s  Coming  to  be  s i l en t , 
tho ’ the  Peop l e  e a r ne s t l y  p re s s ’t  f o r  the  con t inue 
ance  o f  h i s  L abou r s—.  When  he  re f e r s  t h e  Peo- 
p l e  t o  N e i g h b o u r i n g  M i n i s t e r s ,  h e  s e e m s  t o  h ave 
fo rgo t t en  the  Canon .  In  some  P l a ce s ,  t he  Peop l e 
h av i n g  l o s t  t h e i r  a n c i e n t  M in i s t e r s  d i d  t a ke  t h e 
Me thod  wh i ch  h e  h e re  d i r e c t s  t o ;  t h ey  wen t  t o 
n e i g h b o u r i n g  Pa r i s h e s ,  w h e r e  t h e r e  wa s  b e t t e r 
P re a c h i n g  t h a n  a t  h o m e :  B u t  I  c a n ’t  h e a r  t h e i r 
ow n  Pa r i s h  M i n i s t e r s  we re  l e s s  o f f e n d e d  o r  d i - 
s t u r b ’d ,  t h an  i f  t h ey  h a d  kep t  t h e i r  f o r me r  M i - 
nisters among them. But

2 .  M r .  H o a d l y  s a y s .  I n  t h e  P l a c e s  w h e r e  t h i s 
P l ea  c an  b e  u r g ’d  w i th  th e  b e s t  Gra c e,  i t  i s  ve r y  g r e a t 
Odds whether  the People get  ary thing by forsaking thei r 
Pa r i s h  M in i s t e r,  a n d  a t t e n d i n g  u p on  t h o s e  M in i s t e r s
 D 4 who
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who  s e p a ra t e  f r om  t h e  E s t a b l i s h t  Chu r c h .  And  he re 
h e  r u n s  w h o l l y  o f f  f ro m  t h e  Ye a r  16 6 2 ,  t o  t h e 
P re s en t  t ime  wherea s  i t  wa s  the  Ca se  o f  the  Mi- 
n i s t e r s  then  E jec ted  we  had  under  Cons ide r a t ion ; 
a n d  i t  wa s  t h e i r  P l e a  o n  t h e i r  ow n  b e h a l f  t h a t 
was  be fore  us .  The i n su f f i c i en t  Min i s t e r s  which th i s 
par t  of  the Plea refer s  to,  were f ar  f rom being con- 
s in’d to the Par i shes  a t  the  g rea te s t  d i s tance  f rom Lon- 
don  and  o t h e r  c on s i d e ra b l e  Towns :  There  were  many 
in a l l  Par t s ;  In Citys ,  Boroughs  and Towns Cor po- 
rat, as well as in Villages, and lesser Hamlets. And as 
Poor  Judg e s  a s  t h e  Peop l e  a r e  o f  t h e  Ab i l i t y s  o f  t h e i r 
Min i s t e r s ;  the  mos t  Boor i sh  tha t  had sa te  for  some 
t ime  unde r  a  s e r i ou s  M in i s t r y,  may  b e  s u ppo s ’d 
ab l e  to  make  a  Dic t inc t ion ,  be tween  tho se  whose 
de s i gn  i t  wa s  to  he lp  them to  Heaven ,  and  tho se 
w i t h  w h o m  t h e  M i n i s t r y  wa s  bu t  a  Tr a d e ;  b e - 
tween those that minded their Souls ,  and those who 
car’d not for the Flock, so they had but the Fleece.

I f  i n d e ed  t h ey  h ad  f ound  i n  a ny  o f  t h e i r  f o r - 
mer  Mini s te r s  tha t  g ros s  and in to le rable  ignorance 
w h i c h  M r .  H o a d l y  s p e a k s  o f ,  i t s  e a s i l y  a g r e e d 
t h ey  h ad  l i t t l e  Rea son  t o  b e  f ond  o f  t h em :  t h i s 
ve r y  C o n s i d e r a t i o n  m i g h t  r e c o n c i l e  t h e m  t o  a 
C h a n g e :  A n d  t i s  n o t  s u c h  C a s e s  t h a t  t h e  P l e a 
r e f e r s  t o .  A n d  t h o ’ i t  s o m e t i m e s  h a p p e n s ,  a n d 
can’t  be deny’d to be true, that the most  in suf f i c i ent 
( a s  t o  know l edg e )  a r e  mu c h  f o l l ow e d  a nd  p r e f e r r d 
b e f o r e  Pe r s o n s  o f  mu c h  g r e a t e r  A b i l i t y s ;  ye t  i t 
doe s  no t  t he re fo re  f o l l ow,  t h a t  an  E j e c t ed  Min i - 
s t e r  wa s  bound  to  ce a s e  f rom h i s  Min i s t r y,  when 
h i s  s u c c e s s o r  w a s  e i t h e r  g r o l l y  i g n o r a n t ,  o r 
S c and a l ou s .  Had  t h e  mo s t  s u f f i c i e n t  o f  t h e  E s t a b - 
l i sh’d Mini s t r y  been se t t l ed  in those Places ,  where  the 
mo s t  su f f i c i e n t  o f  t h e  E j e c t e d  Min i s t e r s  were  to  have 
b e en  f ound ;  a nd  h ad  t h ey  s en t  t h e  mo s t  i g n o r a n t 
and  i n  s u f f i c i e n t  o f  t h e  E s t a b l i s h ’d  Min i s t r y ,  to  c on - 
f r on t  and  oppo s e ,  the  mos t  i n e f f i c i e n t  and  mo s t  i gno -
  rant
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r a n t  o f  t h e  E j e c t e d  M i n i s t r y ;  ( t h e  O p p o s i t e  m e - 
thod  where to  he  wou ld  in s inua t e,  h a s  been  s ince 
Po l i t i ck ly  pur su ’d  among the  Di s sen te r s )  th i s  P lea 
h a d  b e e n  m u c h  we a k n e d :  B u t  a s  m a t t e r s  we r e 
manag ’d  i t  wa s  ve r y  s t rong ,  in  the  Ca se  o f  many. 
I f  Mr.  Hoad ly  w i l l  h ave  i t  t h a t  s uppo s e  t h e  s u c - 
c e s so r  o f  t he  E j e c t ed  Min i s t e r  wa s  t r u ly  i n s u f f i c i - 
e n t ,  t h e r e  wa s  l i t t l e  L i k e ly h o od  o f  a ny  Advan t a g e  t o 
t h e  P e o p l e ,  b y  f o r s a k i n g  t h e i r  Pa r i s h  C h u r c h .  a n d 
f r e q u e n t i n g  t h e  L a b o u r s  o f  t h e i r  Fo r m e r  M i n i - 
s t e r  in  a  s e p e ra t e  Cong r e g a t i on ,  he  ha s  the  L ibe r t y 
o f  h i s  ow n  O p i n i o n .  T h e i r  L e a v i n g  t h e  P u b l i c k 
s e r v i c e  (wh i ch  i s  s o  much  App l a ud ed , )  c o u l d  b e 
n o  G r i e va n c e  a t  a l l ,  t o  t h o s e  w h o  m i g h t  h ave 
h ad  i t  i n  t h e i r  s e p e r a t e  Cong re g a t i on ,  h a d  t h ey 
t h o ’ t  i t  p r e f e r a b l e  t o  t h e  w a y  t h e y  h a d 
b e e n  u s ’d  t o  a d d r e s s i n g  G o d ,  s u i t a b l y  t o  t h e 
G re a t  Va r i e t y  o f  C i r c u m s t a n c e s  a n d  O c c a s i o n s . 
Bu t  why  he  s hou l d  s uppo s e  t h e s e  E j e c t ed  Min i - 
s t e r s  ( o r  t he i r  s ucce s so r s  e i t he r )  s hou ld  no t  mu c h 
C a r e  t h e  P e o p l e  s h o u l d  b e  s e n s i b l e  w h a t  i t  i s  t h e y 
l e a v e ,  w h e n  t h e y  L e a v e  t h e  L i t u r g y  o f  t h e 
Church ;  I  c an t  imag ine.  I  don ’t  s ee  how i t  cou ld 
be  kep t  f rom them,  ( a s  t he  B ib l e  among  the  Pa - 
p i s t s )  t h a t  t h ey  s hou l d  no t  r e a d  i t .  The  Chu rch 
Door s  were  open  tha t  they  migh t  go  in  and  hea r 
i t .  How cou ld  they  concea l  i t  f rom them i f  t hey 
w e r e  e v e r  s o  d e s i r o u s  o f  i t ?  O r  w h y  s h o u l d 
t h e y  d e s i r e  i t ,  i f  t h e y  we r e  a b l e ?  I  c a n ’t  s e e 
Rea son  f o r  e i t h e r.  Th i s  wou ld  g ive  f a i re r  S cope 
I  t h i n k  ve r i l y  t o  a n  I nve c t i ve ,  t h a n  a ny  t h i n g 
f a s t en ’d  on  in  the  Admon i t i o n  t o  Mr.  Ca l amy .  Bu t 
I have neither Leisure nor inclination.

3  He  s ay s  f a r the r,  tha t  t h i s  P l e a  h ow  g o od  s o e ve r 
i t  b e  in  i t  s e l f  ye t  wa s  no t  th e  t ru e  Rea son ,  why our 
F a t h e r s  c o n t i n u ’d  t h e i r  P u b l i c k  M i n i s t r a t i o n s .  I 
h o p e  i t  m ay  b e  a l l ow ’d  f o r  o n e  R e a s o n  a m o n g 
o t h e r s ,  w h e n  m a ny  o f  t h e m  h ave  e x p r e s s l y  d e -
  clar’d
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c l a r ’d  i t  w a s  s o  i n  t h e i r  C a s e .  Aye ,  B u t  T h e 
Wor ld  c an  ea s i ly  s e e  wha t  th e i r  P ra c t i c e  ha s  b e en ,  and 
i s :  a n d ,  s a y  w h a t  t h e y  p l e a s e ,  w i l l  j u d g e  o f  t h e i r 
P r i n c i p l e s  f r om  i t .  I n  P roo f  o f  t h i s  he  u rge s  t he i r 
Po l icy ;  That  the  mos t  E f f i c i en t  o f  th em p lan t ed  them- 
s e l ve s  whe r e  the  mos t  E f f i c i en t  o f  th e  Es t i abl i sh t  Cle r - 
gy  w e r e  t o  b e  f o und ;  and  t h e  P l a c e s  wh i c h  f i r s t  g a ve 
Occas ion to  th i s  Pre t ence,  a r e  l e f t  t o  the  mos t  insu f f i c i - 
en t  and unwor thy  o f  them:  and th i s  (he  says )  l ooks  a s 
i f  mo r e  r e g a rd  w e r e  h a d  t o  t h e  ma i n t a i n i n g  t h e  C r e - 
d i t ,  a n d  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  I n t e r e s t  o f  a  Pa r t y,  t h a n  t o 
th e  supp ly ing  th e  Ne c e s s i t i e s  o f  t h e  Peop l e,  o r  mak ing 
u p  t h e  D e f i c i e n c i e s  o f  t h e  E s t a b l i s h ’d  M i n i s t r y .  I 
hope  howeve r  he ’ l  d i s t i ngu i sh  be tween  16 62  and 
t h e  t i m e s  t h a t  f o l l owe d .  I n  16 6 2  m a n y  o f  t h e 
E j e c t ed  Min i s t e r s ,  who  h ad  va l u ab l e  and  wor thy 
Men for  the i r  Succe s sor s ,  r a ther  qu i t ted  the  p l ace 
t h an  con t i nued  t h e re  t h a t  t h e  A f f e c t i on  o f  t h e i r 
f o r me r  Peop l e  t o  t h em ,  m i gh t  no t  a ny  way  d i s - 
c o u r a g e  t h o s e  t h a t  c a m e  a f t e r  t h e m .  I f  m a n y 
o f  t h e s e  a f t e r wa rd s  c a m e  u p  t o  L o n d o n ,  o r  s e t - 
t l e d  i n  a ny  o t h e r  C i t y,  o r  c o n s i d e r a b l e  M a r ke t 
Town ,  whe re  t h e i r  He lp  wa s  d e s i red ,  I  c an ’t  s e e 
why  i t  s hou ld  be  an  Of f ence  to  any  one.  Othe r s 
o f  t h e m ,  w h o  h a d  s u c h  S u c c e s s o r s  c o n t i nu ’d  a - 
m o n g  t h e i r  Pe o p l e ,  a n d  h a d  a n  h e a r t y  C o r r e - 
s p o n d e n c e  w i t h  t h e  P u b l i c k  M i n i s t e r ,  a n d  g ave 
t h e i r  f o r me r  Peop l e  s ome  l i t t l e  p r iva t e  h e l p,  i n 
C o n c u r r e n c e  w i t h  h i m ,  a n d  o u t  o f  t h e  u s u a l 
t ime s  o f  A s s emb l i n g  i n  t h e  Chu rch .  The s e  we re 
a f t e r wa r d s  s c a t t e r ’d  b y  t h e  f i ve - m i l e  A c t ,  a n d 
we r e  g l a d  o f  a n  H a b i t a t i o n ,  w h e r e  P rov i d e n c e 
o f f e r ’d  one.  Othe r s  o f  t hem,  who  had  bu t  i nd i f - 
f e ren t  Succe s s o r s ,  o r  who  we re  i n e f f i c i en t ,  con- 
t i nu ’d  a m o n g  t h e i r  Pe o p l e  a f t e r  t h e i r  E j e c t i o n ; 
l a bou r ing  among  them a s  t h ey  h ad  Oppor tun i t y : 
And  t h ey  we re  h a r a s s ’d  a nd  wo r r y ’d ,  imp r i s on ’d 
a n d  s i n ’d ,  t i l l  t h ey  a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  we re  l i ke
  to
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t o  s t a r ve ;  i n  w h i c h  c a s e  I  t h i n k  t h ey  m ay  we l l 
b e  s u p p o s e d  g l a d  t o  f i x  w h e r e  t h ey  a n d  t h e i r s 
cou ld  have  a  to l e r ab l e  Sub s i s t ence,  toge the r  w i th 
s o m e  C a p a c i t y  o f  S e r v i c e .  A n d  t h u s  i t  c o n - 
t i nu ’d  t i l l  s ome  Conn ivance  wa s  a f f o rd ed  by  t h e 
G ove r n m e n t .  A n d  i f  f o r m ’d  C o n g r e g a t i o n s ,  a s 
t h ey  b e c a m e  D e s t i t u t e ,  a n d  a s  t h e i r  f o r m e r  Pa - 
s t o r s  d ropp ’d  o f f  by  De a t h ,  p rov i d ed  t h ems e l ve s 
w i t h  a s  A b l e  M e n ,  a s  t h ey  c o u l d  g e t ,  I  s h o u l d 
t h i nk  Cha r i t y  s hou l d  i n c l i n e  s t a nd e r s  by,  r a t h e r 
t o  a s c r i b e  t h i s  t o  c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e i r  ow n  S o u l s , 
t h a n  a ny  u n d u e  Z e a l  f o r  a  Pa r t y.  A n d  i f  s i n c e 
the re  ha s  been  a  Lega l  To l e r a t i on  a f fo rded  them, 
t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  s o m e  C a re  t a ke n ,  t h a t  t h e  m o s t 
c on s i d e r a b l e  Cong re g a t i on s  s hou l d  b e  we l l  s u p - 
p l y ’d ,  I  s e e  n o t  h ow  t h i s  i s  b l a m e - wo r t hy ;  o r 
i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  P l e a  o f  o u r  F a t h e r s ,  t h a t 
t h e  I n s u f f i c i e n c y  o f  m a ny  t h a t  we re  t o  s u c c e e d 
them when they were e jected,  contr ibuted to thei r 
Sa t i s f ac t ion ,  in  cont inu ing  the i r  Min i s t r y  in  Pub- 
l i ck .  And le t  Mr.  Hoad ly  exaggera te  a s  he  p lea se s , 
th i s  Argument was  ver y s f t rong in the Case of  ma- 
ny whom the Act for Uniformity silenced.

But one thing I think its  requis i te to touch upon, 
which Mr. Hoadly  mentions with some disgust  both 
under  th i s  and some otherHeads ;  in  which perhaps 
he may have an Eye to some par t icu lar  Per sons  yet 
l iv ing.  He Complains ,  that  we Minis ter s  among the 
Dis senter s  don’t  encourage the People to a t t end up- 
on  the i r  Es tabl i sh ’d  min i s t e r s ,  when they are  ever  so 
s u f f i c i e n t .  Bu t  h a s  h e  Con s i d e r ’d  how o f t en  t h ey 
have  l aught  a t  such  a s  have  done  so,  a s  condemn- 
i n g  t h e m s e l v e s ,  b y  s u c h  a  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n ? 
A n d  i s  n o t  t h a t  a  d i s c o u r a g e m e n t ?  O r  h o w 
do ’s  he  know we  don t  encou r age  them to  a t t end 
u p o n  t h e m  O c c a s i o n a l l y ?  A n d  i f  we  d o  s o,  mu s t 
we  u r g e  t h e m  t o  d o  i t  C o n s t a n t l y ?  We  s e e  n o 
N e c e s s i t y ;  Fo r  t h o ’ t h e s e  Pa r i s h  M i n i s t e r s  m ay
  be
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b e  s u f f i c i e n t ,  ( i .  e .  M e n  o f  G o o d  L e a r n i n g ,  a n d 
s o b e r  i n  t h e i r  L i ve s )  ye t  t h e y  m ay  b e  s ow r  i n 
t h e i r  S p i r i t s ;  a n d  i n  s u c h  a  C a s e ,  I  k n ow  n o t 
why i t  shou ld  be  expedi ted ,  we should  urge  those 
u p o n  w h o m  w e  m a y  h a v e  a n y  I n f l u e n c e .  O r 
they  may  p re t end  to  a  R igh t  t o  a  Pa s to r a l  Re l a - 
t i on  t o  a l l  i n  t h e  Pa r i s h ,  by  Ve r t u e  o f  t h e  P re - 
s e n t a t i o n  o f  a  Pa t ro n ,  a n d  t h e  I n s t i t u t i o n  a n d 
I n d u c t i o n  o f  a  B i s h o p :  A n d  s o  m ay  c l a i m  t h a t 
A u t h o r i t y  ove r  t h e  Pe o p l e  a s  d u e ,  w h i c h  we 
re ckon  much  be t t e r  s u s p ended  t i l l  t h e re  b e  Pe r - 
s o n a l  C o n t e n t .  T h e y  m a y  t h i s  w a y  b r e a k  i n 
u p o n  t h e i r  N a t u r a l  R i g h t ;  o r  t h ey  m ay  p e r h a p s 
f r i g h t en  t h em  by  t h e i r  He a t ;  e s p e c i a l l y  when  i t 
i s  f ound  to  g row in s t e ad  o f  a b a t i ng ,  w i th  Yea r s : 
Which  Hea t  t o  be  su re  i s  ye t  t he  more  Remark- 
a b l e ,  i f  i t  r un s  i n t o  a n  Impa t i e n c e  o f  a ny  Con- 
t r a d i c t i on ;  a nd  an  i nve i gh ing  a g a i n s t  o t h e r s ;  f o r 
s t i ck ing  a t  such  and  such  Mat t e r s ;  when  po s s i b l y 
t h ey  m i g h t  f o r m e r l y  h ave  b e e n  t h e m s e l ve s  ke p t 
o u t  o f  t h e  P u b l i c k  E s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  by  t h i n g s  o f 
sma l l e r  Impo r t a n c e :  To  ob s e r ve  t h i s ;  a nd  a t  t h e 
s ame  t ime  f i n d  t h e s e  Pa r i s h  M in i s t e r s ,  when  a n 
Oppo r t un i t y  o f f e r s  f o r  Conve r s a t i on ,  c on t i nu a l - 
l y  r unn ing  upon  Con t rove r s i a l  Ma t t e r s ;  a nd  d i s - 
c ove r i n g  a  C o n t e m p t  o f  t h e i r  A d ve r s a r i e s ,  i n - 
ve i gh i ng  a g a i n s t  t h e  M in i s t e r s  o f  t h e  D i s s en t e r s 
a s  n o  M i n i s t e r s ;  a n d  f r e q u e n t l y  r u n n i n g  o u t  i n 
s l y  Re f l ex ions  upon those,  whom they  look  upon 
a s  r o b b i n g  t h e m  o f  t h e i r  A u d i t o r s ,  w h o m  ye t 
t h e y  c a n  C o m p l i m e n t  a t  a  m i g h t y  r a t e ,  w h e n 
they  t hemse l ve s  come  i n  t he i r  way :  The  ob s e r v - 
ing such Things as these, may well be allowed to dis- 
courage both Ministers and People in such a Case.

O u r  f a t h e r s  a l s o  a r g u e d  i n  t h e i r  ow n  V i n d i - 
c a t i o n  f o r  c o n t i n u i n g  t h e i r  M i n i s t r y,  f r o m  s e - 
v e r a l  Te x t s  o f  S c r i p t u r e ,  w h i c h  i n t i m a t e  t h e  D u r a - 
t i o n  o f  t h e  M in i s t e r i a l  O f f i c e,  wh e r e  t h e r e  i s  o n c e  a
  Con-
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C o nveya n c e .  B u t  M r.  H .  s ay s ,  T h a t  n o n e  o f  t h e 
Pa s s a g e s  m en t i o n e d  d o  e x p r e s s  o r  imp ly,  t h a t  a  P e r - 
s o r t  wh o  h a t h  Au t h o r i t y  o n c e  g i v e n  h im  t o  M in i s t e r 
pub l i c i t y  i n  a  Ch r i s t i a n  Cong r e g a t i o n ,  may  no t  up on 
s ame  Con s i d e ra t i on s  l ay  a s i d e  t h e  pub l i c k  Exe r c i s e  o f 
h i s  M i n i s t r y.  A n d  t h i s  ( h e  s a y s )  i s  w h a t  t h e s e 
Te x t s  m u s t  p r o v e ,  i f  t h e y  p r o v e  a n y  t h i n g  t o  o u r 
p r e s e n t  pu r p o s e .  I  rep l y :  Tha t  i t  i s  enough  to  an- 
s we r  t h e  e n d  f o r  w h i c h  t h e  P a s s a g e s  a r e  p ro - 
duc ’d ,  i f  t h ey  p rove,  t h a t  t h e  Min i s t e r i a l  O f f i c e 
is for Life, wherever the ends of it are secured.

I t  i s  i n d e e d  a  p o s s i b l e  t h i n g  f o r  M i n i s t e r s  t o 
commi t  s ome  s c anda l ou s  F au l t s ,  wh i ch  may  h ave 
a  Te n d e n c y  t o  p r eve n t  t h e i r  f u t u r e  U s e f u l n e s s : 
I n  s u c h  C a s e s ,  a n d  i n d e e d  w h e n eve r  t h e  g r e a t 
End s  o f  t he  Min i s t r y  wou ld  be  ob s t r uc t ed ,  s o  a s 
t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o t  a  C a p a c i t y  o r  L i k e l i h o o d  o f 
h e l p i n g  S o u l s  i n  t h e  way  t o  H e ave n ,  t h e r e  t h e 
O b l i g a t i o n  C e a s e s :  B u t  i n  o t h e r  C a s e s ,  t h e 
P l a c e s  o f  S c r i p t u r e  c i t e d  a r e  o f  we i g h t .  A n d 
ye t  t h e y  we r e  n o t  p l e a d e d  a l o n e  b u t  i n  C o n - 
junction with other Considerations.

Bu t  s ay s  Mr.  H .  I  m i g h t  v e n t u r e  t o  a f f i r m ,  t h a t 
i t  i s  imposs ibl e  o r  a t  l ea s t  h igh ly  improbabl e,  tha t  the r e 
shou ld  b e  any  th ing  o f  th i s  ab so lu t e  Obl i ga t i on  in  any 
Pa s s a g e  o f  t h e  N e w  Te s t a m e n t .  F o r  i t  i s  c e r t a i n , 
t h a t  t h e  Ca s e  may  s o  h a p p e n ,  t h a t  t h e  S i l e n c e  o f  a 
P e r s o n ,  w h o  h a d  o n c e  a  C o m m i s s i o n  g i v e n  h i m  t o 
O f f i c i a t e  i n  P u b l i c k ,  m ay  b e  o f  mu c h  m o r e  A dva n - 
t a g e  t o  t h e  Ch r i s t i an  Chu r c h ,  t han  h i s  publ i c k  Min i - 
s t r a t i o n s ,  & c .  ’ T i s  g r a n t e d  i t  m ay  b e  s o ;  u p o n . 
Suppo s i t i on  a  Pe r son  so  Commi s s i ona t ed  appea r s 
a f t e rwa rd s  t o  b e  g ro s l y  unqu a l i f i e d ,  e i t h e r  w i t h 
Re sp e c t  t o  h i s  I n t e l l e c t u a l s  o r  Mor a l s :  Bu t  t h a t 
i t  c an  be  so  in  any  o the r  Ca se,  shou ld  have  been 
p rov ’d ,  b e f o r e  i t  c o u l d  r e a s o n a b l y  b e  e x p e c t e d 
C re d i t  s h o u l d  b e  g i ve n  t o  t h e  A s s e r t i o n .  T h a t 
Pe r son s  du ly  qua l i f i ed  and  f i t t ed  fo r  Se r v i ce,  and
  whose
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who s e  con t i nued  Se r v i c e  i n  t h e  Chu rch  wa s  d e - 
s i red  by  tho s e  whom God  had  made  them s ingu- 
l a r l y  Use fu l  to,  had  any  Rea son  to  be  d i s cour ag- 
e d  by  a ny  S u g g e s t i o n  o f  t h i s  N a t u r e ,  I  c a n n o t 
discover.

A s  f o r  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  P l a c e s  o f  S c r i p t u r e , 
w h i c h  o u r  F a t h e r s  u r g ’d  i n  t h e i r  ow n  V i n d i c a - 
t i o n ,  I  s h a l l  r e f e r  t h o s e  w h o  a re  w i l l i n g  t o  s e e 
t h e  A r g u m e n t  d r a w n  f r o m  t h e m ,  i n  i t s  f u l l 
S t r e n g t h ,  s e t  i n  a  d u e  L i g h t ,  t o  M r .  B a x t e r ’s 
De f e n c e  o f  t h e  Non c o n f o r m i s t s  M i n i s t r y  i n  Qu a r t o . 
F o r  a s  I  t o o k  t h e m  f ro m  t h e n c e ,  s o  w i l l  t h e y 
be  the re  found  c l e a r ’d ,  f rom the  G lo s s e s  pu t  up- 
o n  t h e m  by  M r .  H o a d l y .  A n d  I  a m  w i l l i n g  t o 
s ave  my  s e l f  t h e  Pa i n s  o f  Tr a n s c r i b i n g .  H owe - 
ve r  i n  t h e  Gene r a l ,  I  t h i nk  i f  M in i s t e r s  a re  t h e 
S a l t  o f  t h e  E a r t h  i n  a  p e c u l i a r  m a n n e r ,  ( a s  o u r 
S av i o u r s  s o  s t i l i n g  h i s  D i s c i p l e s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r , 
wo u l d  s e e m  t o  i n t i m a t e )  i t  c a n  b e  n o  f o r c e  t o 
rep re s en t  t ho s e  a s  de s i r i ng  them to  l o s e  t h e i r  S a - 
v o u r ,  w h o  wo u l d  h a ve  p e r s w a d e d  t h e m  w h i l e 
they  were  c apable  o f  be ing  u se fu l  to  many  Sou l s , 
t o  d e s i s t  f r o m  t h e  M i n i s t r y.  A n d  i f  M i n i s t e r s 
a re  in  a  spec i a l  manne r  t h e  L i gh t  o f  t h e  Wo r l d ,  t o 
g i v e  L i g h t  t o  o t h e r s  t h e  w a y  t o  H e a v e n , 
t h e n  t h e y  w h o  w o u l d  d e n y  t h e m  a  L i b e r t y 
o f  c o n t i n u i n g  t h e i r  L a b o u r s ,  w h i l e  t h e y  we r e 
c a p a b l e  o f  C o n s i d e r a b l e  s e r v i c e ,  we re  f o r  t h e i r 
h i d i n g  t h e i r  L i gh t ,  and  pu t t i n g  t h e i r  Cand e l  und e r  a 
Bu sh e l ,  wh ich  i s  the  ve r y  th ing  war n ’d  aga in s t  by 
M a t .  5 . 13 ,  14 .  A n d  t o  i n s i n u a t e ,  t h a t  a ny  P e r - 
s o n s  a t  a n y  t i m e ,  w h o  h a v e  s o  g o o d  a n  O p i n i - 
on o f  themse lve s  a s  t o  th ink the i r  publ i c k  Labour s  use - 
f u l ,  wo u l d  b e  t h i s  way  d e f e n d e d  a n d  Pa t r o n i z e d , 
i s  to  a rgue  a s  i f  Pe r son s  who le  Ab i l i t y s  had  been 
t r y ’d  a n d  a p p r ov ’d ,  a n d  w h o  we r e  w i l l i n g  t o 
s u b e c t  t h e m s e l ve s  t o  a ny  f u r t h e r  C e n s u r e ,  A c - 
c o rd i n g  t o  t h e  G o s p e l  R u l e ,  we r e  i n  t h e  s a m e
  Con-
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Cond i t i on ,  w i t h  t ho s e  who  e i t h e r  a re  known  t o 
be  unqua l i f y ’d ,  o r  w i l l  on l y  make  themse lve s  the 
Ju d g e s .  A n d  h ow  f a i r  t h i s  i s ,  I  l e ave  t h e  G e n - 
t l e m a n  t o  C o n s i d e r  a t  h i s  L e i s u r e .  H oweve r  i f 
h e  h a d  r e a d  M r .  B a x t e r ,  w h o m  I  p a r t i c u l a r l y 
re f e r red  to,  I  h a rd l y  suppo s e  he  wou ld  h ave  s a i d 
tha t  he  c ou l d  n o t  h a ve  imag i n ’d  th a t  th i s  P l a ce  had 
any  Re l a t ion  to  th i s  ma t t e r,  un l e s s  I  h ad  h e r e  e x - 
p r e s l y  s a i d  s o .  F o r  h e  wo u l d  h a v e  f o u n d  M r . 
Baxter referring to it, from whom I had it.

Aga in ;  i f  the  Apos to l i c a l  Commi s s ion  Mat t .  28 . 
19 ,  20 ;  be  tha t  which  empower s  a l l  Gospe l  Min i - 
s t e r s  i n  the  Exe rc i s e  o f  t he i r  Of f i c e,  (wh i ch  Mr. 
H o a d l y  wo n ’t  E a s i l y  b e  a b l e  t o  d i s p rove )  t h e n 
must  i t  be  the i r  Duty to per s i s t  in  Act ing Accord- 
i ng  to  i t ,  t i l l  i t  c an  be  p rov ’d  t he i r  Commi s s i on 
i s  revok ’d .  Bu t  when  Mr.  Hoad ly  t a ke s  a  L i be r t y 
to  suppose,  tha t  the  Publ i c k  P r e a c h i n g  even  o f  the 
Apo s t l e s  t hemse l ve s  m igh t  ha ve  h ad  v e r y  b a d  Con - 
s e q u e n c e s,  a n d  h a v e  r e f l e c t e d  a  d i s h o n o u r,  a n d  m i s - 
chief upon the Chr ist ian Cause , (which is what our Fa- 
ther s could never imag ine) there is  so much the less 
reason to wonder, he should suppose the same in the 
ca se  o f  the  Ejec ted Mini s te r s :  But  i t  does  not  fo l- 
low in e i ther  Case,  that  there was any rea l  Danger, 
b e c au s e  he  Th ink s  i t  t o  h i s  Pu r po s e,  t o  s uppo s e 
a n d  t a k e  i t  f o r  g r a n t e d  i t  m i g h t  b e  s o .  A n d 
whi le  Gospe l  Mini s te r s ,  cont inue to  Act  ag reeably 
t o  t h e i r  C o m m i s s i o n ,  i n  Te a c h i n g  a l l  t h i n g s  t h a t 
C h r i s t  h a s  c o m m a n d e d  t h e m ,  t h e y  d o  b u t  t h e i r 
P l a i n  D u t y :  A n d  t h e y  m a y  a s  s a f e l y  d e p e n d 
upon the  Promi se,  tha t  he  w i l l  b e  w i t h  t h em t o  t h e 
E n d  o f  t h e  Wo r l d ,  ( i n  t h a t  m e a s u r e  t h a t  i s  n e - 
c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e m )  e ve n  a s  t h e  A p o s t l e s  t h e m - 
selves.

Ye t  f a r t h e r ;  s i n c e  i t  a p p e a r s  f rom  Ep h .  4 .  10 . 
&c .  tha t  the  severa l  Order s  o f  Mini s te r s  under  the 
Go spe l  D i s pen s a t i on  we re  g iven  f o r  t h e  P e r f e c t i n g
  of
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o f  t h e  S a i n t s  a n d  f o r  t h e  E d i f y i n g  t h e  B o d y  o f 
C h r i s t ,  & c .  I  t h i n k  i t  i s  ve r y  E v i d e n t ,  t h a t  f o r 
Pe r son s  whom God  ha s  qua l i f y ’d  f o r  Ed i f y i n g  t h e 
B o dy  o f  C h r i s t ,  a n d  ow n ’d  i n  t h e i r  e n d e avo u r s 
t h a t  w a y,  a n d  w h o l e  c o n t i n u ’d  L a b o u r s  we r e 
ea r ne s t l y  de s i r ’d  by  such  a s  had  a  Pro spec t  o f  be- 
i n g  f a r t h e r  e d i f y ’d  by  t h e m ;  f o r  s u c h  t o  C e a s e 
f rom the i r  Labour s  had  been  to  Gro s s  tho se  Ends 
for which the Ministry was given.

A g a i n ,  T h o ’ t h e  L a b o u r s  o f  t h e  E j e c t e d  M t - 
n i s t e r s  we re  n o t  s o  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t h e  b e i n g  o f  t h e 
C h r i s t i a n  C h u r c h  i n  E n g l a n d ,  a s  t h e  L a b o u r s  o f 
Timo t hy  we re  a t  Eph e s u s ,  when  t h e  Apo s t l e  g ave 
h im tha t  Cha r g e ,  1  T im.  4 .  15,  16 ;  Ye t  doe s  t h a t 
Cha rge  t ake  P l a ce,  whe re soeve r  any  Have  a  Tr ue 
Commiss ion to Exerc i se  the Minis t r y,  t i l l  i t  can be 
prov’d that that Commission is revok’d and vacated.

And  f i n a l l y ;  whe re  Pe r s on s  once  Commi s s i on - 
a t e d  f o r  t h e  M i n i s t r y  h ave  a c t e d  f a i t h f u l l y,  a n d 
f ound  God ’s  P re s en c e  w i t h  t h em ,  a nd  we re  s t i l l 
u rged  to  con t inue  the i r  Min i s t r y,  by  tho se  whom 
t h ey  h a d  b e e n  u s e f u l  t o,  o r  o t h e r s  t h a t  n e e d e d 
the i r  he lp,  I  c an ’t  s ee,  bu t  they  might  t ake  Com- 
f o r t  i n  t h e  B e n e d i c t i o n ,  M a t t h .  2 4 . 45 ,  4 6 ;  N ay 
m i g h t  b e  o b l i g e d  t o  h o l d  o n  t h e i r  L a b o u r s  a s 
ever they expected i t ;  and must  be bound to conti- 
nue so doings as  ever they expected to be bles sed by 
t h e i r  Lo rd  wh en  h e  c ome s .  Ay,  bu t  s ay s  Mr.  Hoad ly 
this was the way, in the Case of these Ejected Mini- 
s t e r s ,  t o  g i v e  E n c o u r a g e m e n t  by  t h e i r  P r a c t i c e  t o  a 
S e p a ra t i o n ,  wh i c h  mu s t  n e c e s s a r i ly  d i v i d e  t h e  Hea r t s 
o f  Ch r i s t i an s  f r om  on e  ano t h e r,  and  unavo i d ab ly  c on - 
t r i bu t e  t o  t h e  De c r e a s e  o f  Cha r i t y  and  t h e  a b ound in g 
o f  S t r i f e  a n d  Va r i a n c e ,  a n d  Emu l a t i o n ,  a n d  a l l  t h e 
I n s t a n c e s  o f  Un c h a r i t a b l e n e s s  i n  t h e  Wo r l d .  Bu t  l e t 
the  i l l  Consequence s  a t t end ing  the  Sepa r a t ion  be 
eve r  so  many,  they  a re  to  be  cha rged  upon  tho se 
who  wou l d  r a t h e r  r un  t h e  h a z a rd  o f  t h em ,  t h an
  for-
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f o r b e a r  t h e i r  N e e d l e s s  I m p o s i t i o n s ;  a n d  n o t  o n . 
tho se  who  in  Pur su i t  o f  the i r  Commi s s ion  wh ich 
t h ey  re c e iv ’d  f rom the i r  G re a t  Lo rd  and  Ma s t e r, 
(which i t  i s  hard to  say  how any Pr ince or  Bi shop 
cou’d  revoke)  Cont inu ’d  to  teach the  Peop le,  who 
des ir ’d their  Help,  a l l  the  th ings  that  Chr i s t  had com- 
manded them.

T h e  n e x t  A r g u m e n t  o f  o u r  F a t h e r s  i n  t h e i r 
ow n  V i n d i c a t i o n ,  w h i l e  t h ey  p e r s i s t e d  i n  t h e i r 
Min i s t r y,  wa s  d r awn f rom such  Pa s s age s  o f  Sc r ip- 
t u re ,  a s  P l e a d  f o r  t h e  N e c e s s i t y  o f  P r e a c h i n g,  e v e n 
w h e n  t h e  M a g i s t r a t e  f o r b i d s .  A n d  h e re  a l s o,  I  r e - 
f e r  Mr.  Hoad ly  to  the  fo rement ion ’d  Book o f  Mr. 
Bax t e r ,  f o r  t h e  c l e a r i ng  o f  t h e s e  Tex t s ,  a s  unde r 
t h e  f o r m e r  H e a d .  To  o n e  i n d e e d  t h a t  t h i n k s , 
th a t  i n  some  Ca se s ,  t h e  pub l i c k  P r e a c h i n g s  o r  o t h e r 
M i n i s t r a t i o n s  e v e n  o f  t h e  Ap o s t l e s,  m i g h t  h a v e  h a d 
ve r y  b ad  c on s e qu en c e s,  and  have  r e f l e c t e d  a  d i s h onou r 
and mis c h ie f  upon the Chr i s t ian Cause ,  i t  i s  very pos- 
s i b l e  t h i s  A r g u m e n t  m a y  a p p e a r  o f  n o  g r e a t 
f o rc e :  Bu t  i t  doe s   no t  t he re fo re  f o l l ow,  i t  mu s t 
be  the  l ike  wi th  those  tha t  a re  s a t i s f i ed ,  tha t  ne i - 
t h e r  t h e  Pub l i c k  P re a ch i ng  o f  t h e  Apo s t l e s ,  no r 
o f  a ny  i n f e r i o u r  G o s p e l  M i n i s t e r s  t h a t  a r e  d u l y 
qu a l i f y ’d ,  a nd  f i t t e d  f o r  S e r v i c e ,  a nd  f o l l ow  t h e 
Gospe l  Ru le  in  the i r  Min i s t r a t ion s ,  c an  have  any 
s u c h  b a d  C o n s e q u e n c e s ,  a s  o u g h t  t o  d i s c o u r a g e 
t h em ,  o r  c an  b e  re a l l y  d i s h o n o u ra b l e  a n d  m i s c h i e - 
v o u s  t o  t h e  Ch r i s t i a n  Cau s e .  And  wha t  t ho ’ i t  b e 
no t  s a i d ,  t h a t  t h e re  wa s  t h e  s ame  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  t h e 
p u b l i c k  p r e a c h i n g  o f  t h e s e  s i l e n c ’d  M i n i s t e r s ,  i n 
s u c h  a  C o u n t r y  a s  E n g l a n d ,  a s  t h e re  wa s  f o r  S t . 
P e t e r  a n d  S t .  J o h n ,  S t .  Pa u l ,  a n d  T i m o t hy ,  t h e i r 
p r opaga t i n g  t h e  Gosp e l ;  a s  t h e r e  wa s  f o r  t h e i r  p r e a c h - 
i n g  J e s u s  Ch r i s t  t o  t h o s e  who  c ou l d  n e ve r  h a ve  h e a rd 
o f  h im  w i t h o u t  t h em ,  &c.  Ye t  s i n c e  t h e re  a re  ma- 
ny  d e g r e e s  o f  Ne c e s s i t y ,  i t  i s  eno ’ ,  i f  t h e i r  con t i - 
n u ’d  L a b o u r s  we r e  s o  n e c e s s a r y,  a s  t h a t  m a n y
 E with
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w i t h o u t  t h e m  wo u l d  n o t  h ave  b e e n  awa ke n ’d , 
c o nve r t e d  a n d  f i t t e d  f o r  H e ave n .  T h i s  i s  w h a t 
t h ey  t h en  a pp reh ended ;  a nd  wha t  we  t h a t  c ome 
a f t e r  t h e m ,  t h i n k  a p p e a r s  f ro m  t h e  S e q u e l .  B u t 
l e t  Mr.  Hoad ly  once  prove,  t ha t  w i thou t  th e  Publ i c k 
L a b o u r s ,  o f  o u r  F a t h e r s ,  C h r i s t i a n s  m i g h t  h ave 
been mor e  e f f e c t ua l ly  ed i f y ’d  in  Love,  and  Pea c e,  and 
Con c o rd ,  and  a l l  o the r  Chr i s t i an  Grace s  nece s s a r y 
t o  f i t  f o r  t h e  H e a v e n l y  S t a t e ;  a n d  t h a t  t h i s 
migh t  have  been  done  mor e  e f f e c t u a l ly ,  to  a s  g rea t 
a  number  o f  Chr i s t i an s ,  w i thou t  the i r  Labour s  a s 
w i t h  t h e m ,  a n d  ’t w i l l  b e  f r e e l y  ow n ’d  h e  h a s 
enervated this Argument. But not till then.

The  l a s t  A r gumen t  o f  ou r  F a t h e r s ,  wh i ch  Mr. 
Hoad ly  t ou che s  on ,  h ad  b e en  t hu s  e xp re s t .  The y 
f ound  i t  wa s  th e i r  Duty,  t o  p ray  f o r  t h e  s end ing  in  o f 
f a i t h f u l  L a b o u r e r s ,  M a t t h .  9 . 38 .  L u ke  10 .  2  A n d 
cou ld  no t  bu t  th ink the  s end ing  up o f  su c h  a  r eques t  t o 
God, a  mocking o f  h im, whi l e  such as  they were,  c eas ’d 
t o  l a b o u r,  wh o  h a d  b e e n  c a l l ’d  a n d  q u a l i f y ’d ,  own ’d 
a n d  s u c c e e d e d .  A n d  h e r e  h e  i s  p r e t t y  wa r m .  H e 
wou ld  h ave  h ad  them qu i t t ed  the i r  Pub l i c k  M in i - 
s t r y,  a s  b e i n g  s e n s i b l e,  t h a t  t h e r e  wa s  s u f f i c i e n t  P r o - 
v i s i o n  f o r  t h e  S o u l s  o f  t h e  P e o p l e  i n  t h e  E s t a b l i s h t 
C h u r c h .  B u t  a l a s !  i t  wa s  s o  f a r  f ro m  t h i s ,  t h a t 
upon s e r i ou s  Cons ide ra t i on ,  they were  s en s i bl e  o f  the 
c o n t r a r y.  T h e y  we r e  s e n s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  N u m b e r 
o f  Pub l i ck  Min i s t e r s  wa s  no t  su f f i c i en t ;  and  th a t 
o f  t h a t  N u m b e r  t h a t  we r e  d e p u t e d  t o  s u c c e e d 
t h e m ,  m a ny  we re  w re t c h e d l y  i n s u f f i c i e n t ,  s o m e 
o n  t h e  A c c o u n t  o f  t h e i r  g ro s s  I g n o r a n c e ,  a n d 
o t h e r s  on  Ac coun t  o f  t h e i r  s c a nd a l ou s  Immor a - 
l i t i e s : .  A n d  t h e re f o re  t h ey  m i g h t  we l l  t h i n k  i t , 
a  mo c k i n g  o f  God ,  h ad  they  made  i t  a  Pe t i t i on  in 
the i r  d a i l y  P r aye r s ,  t h a t  h e  wou l d  s e nd  f o r t h  f a i t h - 
f u l  L a b ou r e r s  i n t o  h i s  V i n e ya rd ,  i f  t h ey  h ad  c e a s ’d 
t o  l a b o u r ;  f o r  n o t h i n g  c e r t a i n l y  i s  a  m o re  p ro - 
p e r  mo c k i n g  o f  Go d ,  t h a n  a  p re t e nd i n g  e a r n e s t l y
  to
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to  beg  o f  h im,  wha t  we  our  s e l ve s  w i l l  no t  con- 
t r i b u t e  t o ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  o u r  A b i l i t y ;  t h a n  a 
s e em ing  E a r ne s t  f o r  t h a t ,  wh i ch  i s  n eg l e c t ed  by 
u s ,  a s  f a r  a s  h e  h a s  p u t  i t  i n  o u r  Powe r.  W h e n 
he adds ,  The Reason  o f  th e i r  c on t inu ing  the i r  Publ i c k 
Adm i s t r a t i o n s,  wa s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  ima g i n ’d  i t  mo r e  f o r 
t h e  A d va n t a g e  o f  C h r i s t s  C h u r c h ,  t h a n  t h e  l a y i n g 
them as ide ;  no t  be cause  they  cou ld  no t  pu t  up  th i s  Pe- 
t i t i on  w i thou t  mocking God,  i f  th ey  shou ld  have  l a id 
t h em  a s i d e :  I  r e p l y ;  Bo t h  we re  Re a s on s  i n  t h e i r 
p l a c e ;  a n d  I  d o n ’t  t h i n k  i t  wo r t h w h i l e  t o  c o n - 
t e n d  w h i c h  s h o u l d  h ave  t h e  P r e f e r e n c e .  W h e n 
then he  a sk s ,  Why i s  no t  t ha t  wh i c h  i s  t h e  on ly  ma- 
t e r i a l  Po in t y  i n s i s t e d  upon  and  d e a r ly  d emon s t ra t e d ? f 
I  a n swe r,  t h ey  d i d  no t  a pp rehend  t h a t  wh i ch  he 
f a s t e n s  o n ,  t o  b e  t h e  o n l y  m a t e r i a l  P o i n t :  B u t  i f 
h e  t h o ’t  i t  s o ,  m e t h i n k s  h e  s h o u l d  h ave  t a ke n 
m o re  p a i n s  c l e a r l y  t o  d i s p rove  i t ,  a n d  t h a t  way 
t o  h ave  ove r th rown  a l l  t h e i r  A rgumen t s  a t  once. 
Bu t  wha t  wou ld  we  h ave  o f  t h e  Gen t l e r man ?  he 
f r a n k l y  t e l l s  u s  i n  s o  m a ny  wo rd s .  H e  h a s  d o n e 
wha t  h e  c an  t o  sh ew,  tha t  th e  Ne c e s s i t i e s  o f  Sou l s  d id 
n o t  c a l l  t h em  t o  i t ;  wh i ch  he  app rehend s ,  t h e  o n ly 
t h i n g  t h a t  c a n  d e f e n d  t h e i r  P r a c t i c e :  Bu t  now,  S i r , 
t h o ’ o u r  F a t h e r s  we re  t o l d  a l l  t h i s ,  a n d  a  g re a t 
d e a l  m o re  t o  t h e  s a m e  p u r p o s e ,  ove r  a n d  ove r ; 
t h e y  f o u n d  t h e  N e c e s s i t i e s  o f  S o u l s  s t i l l  g r e a t 
a n d  t h ey  f o u n d  G o d  ow n i n g  t h e m  i n  t h e i r  L a - 
bou r s ,  wh i l e  t h ey  s e e  t h em s e l ve s  t o  s e r ve  t h e s e 
Nece s s i t i e s ;  And  t ho ’ I  am  no  a dm i re r  o f  Com- 
p a r i s on s  o rd i n a r i l y,  i n  s u ch  Ca s e s ,  ye t  I ’ l e  ven - 
tu re  to  s ay,  tha t  I  ve r i l y  be l i eve  they  were  a s  in- 
s t r umen t a l  t o  s p re ad  S e r i ou s  Re l i g i on ,  and  he l p 
S o u l s  t o  H e ave n ,  n o t  o n l y  a s  a ny  l i ke  N u m b e r 
o f  Min i s t e r s  i n  Eng l a nd ,  bu t  a s  any  l i ke  Numbe r 
o f  M i n i s t e r s ,  t h a t  h ave  b e e n  i n  a n y  C h r i s t i a n 
C o u n t r y,  s i n c e  t h e  P r i m i t i v e  T i m e s .  A n d  o n 
th i s  Accoun t  they  had  a  g re a t  de a l  o f  Rea son  to
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be  e a s i e,  no twi th s t and ing  a l l  the  Cav i l s ,  A s s au l t s , 
and Reproaches of their Opposites.

A n d  n ow  I ’ l e  l o o k  b a c k ,  u p o n  M r .  H o a d l y ’s 
M a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h i s  H e a d ,  w h i c h  s e e m s  t o  m e 
some th ing  Pa r t i cu l a r.  The  th ing s  he  wa s  t o  h ave 
p rov ’d ,  wa s ,  t h a t  o u r  F a t h e r s  h a d  n o  r e a s o n  t o 
con t inue  the i r  Publ i ck  Min i s t r y,  by  an swer ing  a l l 
t h e  A r g u m e n t s  t h ey  u r g ’d .  B u t  t h e r e  i s  o n e  o f 
t h e m ,  ( a n d  t h a t  n o n e  o f  t h e  l e a s t  c o n s i d e r a b l e 
ne i ther )  which  he  does  not  so  much a s  touch up- 
on  he re ,  wh i ch  wa s  t hu s  e xp re s t :  They  c o u l d  n o t 
s e e  w h e n c e  e i t h e r  C i v i l  M a g i s t r a t e s  o r  B i s h o p s  h a d 
any  p owe r  t o  d o om  t h em  t o  u t t e r  S i l e n c e,  s o  l o n g  a s 
t h e y  c ou l d  n o t  p r o ve  upon  t h em  e i t h e r  Apo s t a c y,  He - 
r e s i e  o r  P e r f i d i ou sn e s s,  o f  any  t h i n g  i n c on s i s t e n t  w i t h 
t h e  P u b l i c k  P e a c e .  T h i s  h e  d o e s  n o t  t h i n k  f i t  t o 
d e b a t e  a t  p re s e n t ;  a n d  w h a t  h e  s ay s  t o  i t  h e re - 
a f t e r ,  w i l l  b e  c o n s i d e r ’d  w h e re  h e  m e n t i o n s  i t . 
He  d e c l a re s  i ndeed ,  t h a t  h e  l ay s  bu t  l i t t l e  s t re s s 
o n  t h e  A u t o r i t y  o f  t h e  M a g i s t r a t e  i n  t h e  C a s e ; 
a n d ,  I  t h i n k ,  l e s s  i s  t o  b e  l a i d  o n  t h e  s p i r i t u a l 
Powe r  o f  B i s hop s  i n  t h e  Ca s e ;  who  c an  h ave  no 
Po w e r  f r o m  C h r i s t ,  t o  s i l e n c e  h i s  S e r v a n t s , 
whom he  h a s  f i t t e d  and  qu a l i f y ’d  f o r  S e r v i c e  i n 
h i s  House,  whi l e  they  a re  able  to  p rove  no  c r ime 
upon  them,  a s  t he  Founda t i on  o f  t he i r  Dooming 
them to  S i l ence.  A s  th i s  Argument  i s  ove r - look t , 
s o  t h e  r e s t  a r e  e v a d e d  r a t h e r  t h a n  a n s we r ’d . 
The  Ord i n a t i o n  Vow  by  t h em re ckon ’d  eve r  ob l i - 
g i n g ,  a s  l o n g  a s  C a p a c i t y  a n d  O p p o r t u n i t y  o f 
Service was  cont inu’d,  he throws of f  in  thei r  Case, 
upon Pre tence  i t  was  Cond i t i ona l ,  and  r e s p e c t ed  t h e 
Good  and  Se r v i c e  o f  t h e  Chur c h ,  which  i s  ever  pro- 
moted  by  the  f a i t h fu l  L abour s  o f  qua l i f y ’d  Min i - 
i t e r s .  The  En t r e a t i e s  o f  t h e i r  P e o p l e ,  wh i ch  s ome 
o f  t h em l a i d  a  g re a t  s t re s s  upon ,  he  b an t e r s  and 
e x p o s e s  by  a  Fo r m a l  S p e e c h :  B u t  g i ve s  n o  S a - 
t i s f a c t i on  so  the  D i f f i cu l t y,  i n  t he  Ca s e  o f  t ho s e
 who
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who  we re  De s t i t u t e ,  whe re  i t  mo s t  p i n ch ’d .  He 
w i l l  h ave  i t ,  t h a t  t ho ’ they  had  been  s i l en t ,  t hey 
had  no t  been  l i ab l e  to  the  Gui l t  a nd  Doom o f  t h e 
u n p r o f i t a b l e  s e r va n t  i n  t h e  Pa r a b l e ,  w h e n  ye t  u p - 
on  the  a ccoun t  o f  an  unprov ’d  Dange r,  he  wou ld 
h ave  h ad  t h em im i t a t e d  h i s  P r a c t i c e ,  i n  bu r y i ng 
t h e i r  Ta l e n t .  H e  m a ke s  L i g h t  o f  t h e  N e c e s s i t i e s 
o f  t h e  P e op l e ,  and  becau se  some o f  them exe rc i s ’d 
t h e i r  M i n i s t r y  i n  Pa r i s h e s  w h e r e  t h e  C h u r c h e s 
m i g h t  h o l d  t h e  I n h a b i t a n t s ,  w i l l  h ave  i t ,  t h a t 
none  o f  t h em  we re  re a l l y  sway ’d  by  a  r e g a rd  t o 
the  Nece s s i t i e s  o f  the  Nat ion ,  in  s e t t ing  up  a  s e- 
p a r a t e  M i n i s t r y,  w h e r e b y  h e  m a k e s  h i m s e l f  a 
a  Ju d g e  o f  t h e i r  H e a r t s .  H e  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  i n - 
su f f i c i en cy  o f  many o f  the  Es tabl i sh t  Min i s t e r s  a s  an 
incons ide r ab l e  ma t t e r ;  so  long  a s  the  L i tu rgy  wa s 
con t i nu ’d ,  wh i ch  i t  i s  s uppo s ’d  t h e  mo s t  i n s u f f i - 
c i e n t  c o u l d  r e a d :  B u t  g i ve s  n o  s a t i s f a c t o r y  a c - 
count  what  they  were  to  do in  ca se  o f  Scanda lous 
immor a l i t i e s ,  whe re  t h e  D i f f i c u l t y  wa s  s o  g re a t . 
H e  e n d e avo u r s  t o  eva d e  t h e  s eve r a l  p a s s a g e s  o f 
S c r i p t u r e  c i t e d ,  a s  n o  way s  p e r t i n e n t ,  b e c a u s e 
t h ey  d i d  n o t  q u a d r a t e  i n  a l l  r e s p e c t s ;  a n d  h av - 
ing  done  th i s ,  he  Tr iumphs  a s  i f  the i r  Argument s 
w e r e  e n t i r e l y  a n s w e r ’d .  A n d  w i l l  t h i s  d o ? 
T h e  s t ro n g e s t  A r g u m e n t s  a r e  e a s i l y  ove r t h row n 
by such a Method of Procedure.

But  l e t  u s  see  h i s  own Hypothes i s .  Here  were  a 
cons ide rable  number  o f  P reacher s  a t  once  doom’d 
t o  S i l e n c e ,  t h ey  t ho ’t  un j u s t l y ,  a nd  h e  c a n ’t  s ay 
’t wa s  j u s t l y  d o n e ,  a n d  ye t  h e  wo u l d  h ave  h a d 
t h em submi t t ed ,  and  c e a s ’d  f rom a l l  pub l i c k  L a - 
b o u r s  i n  a  M i n i s t e r i a l  w ay.  B u t  p e r h a p s  t h e y 
we re  i r r e g u l a r  i n t r u d e r s  i n t o  t h e  M i n i s t e r i a l  O f - 
f i ce,  and so  i t  was  f i t  they  should  be  s i l enc ’d :  No 
s u c h  M a t t e r ;  H e  d o e s  n o t  s o  mu c h  a s  p l e a d  i t . 
He  own s  t h a t  s e v e r a l  o f  t h em ,  h a d  a  t r u e  c o n v e y - 
a n c e  o f  t h e  M i n i s t e r i a l  O f f i c e  t o  t h e m .  We l l ,  bu t 
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p e r h a p s  t h ey  we re  n o t  q u a l i f y ’d  f o r  S e r v i c e :  o r 
t h ey  we re  L a z y,  I d l e  a nd  U s e l e s s ;  a nd  t h e re f o re 
d e f e r ’d  t o  b e  p u n i s h t .  N o ;  H e  c a n n o t  d e n y  b u t 
t h a t  m a n y  o f  t h e m  w e r e  f a i t h f u l  L a b o u r e r s .  H e 
g r a n t s ,  t h a t  t h e y  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  v e r y  u s e f u l ,  h a d 
t h e y  t h o ’t  f i t  t o  c o n t i n u e  i n  t h e  E s t a b l i s h t  Chu r c h . 
Sure  none could  in tend,  to  Doom any such to  S i- 
l ence,  and  dep r ive  t he  Church  o f  t h e  Bene f i t  o f 
s u ch  men s  L a bou r s ;  Mr.  Hoad ly  own s  t h e re f o re , 
Tha t  f o r  Pe r s on s  know ing ly  and  w i l l i n g ly  t o  d e s i gn  t o 
r o b  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  t h e  L a b o u r s  o f  s u c h  t r u l y  g o o d 
a n d  u s e f u l  M e n ,  i s  a  s h o c k i n g  t h i n g .  S u r e  t h e n 
i t  mu s t  b e  ow i n g  t o  t h e  C i v i l  M a g i s t r a t e  ( n o t 
r i g h t l y  i n f o r m ’d )  t h a t  t h e y  we r e  s i l e n c ’d ;  a n d 
i t  m u s t  b e  o u t  o f  D e f e r e n c e  t o  h i m  t h a t  t h e y 
mus t  be  ob l i g ’d  to  keep  S i l ence,  t h a t  t hey  migh t 
no t  be  cha rg ’d  w i th  any  wan t  o f  due  Re spec t  t o 
C iv i l  R u l e r s :  B u t  h e r e  M r.  H o a d l y  f r a n k l y  d i s - 
c h a r g e s  t h e m .  F o r  h e  d e c l a r e s ,  H e  u r g e s  n o t 
t h e  b a r e  Au t h o r i t y  o f  a ny  e a r t h l y  P o w e r  t o  o b l i g e 
t h e m  t o  s i l e n c e  a s  h a v i n g  b u t  a  m e a n  O p i n i o n  o f 
t h e  A r g u m e n t  d r a w n  f r o m  t h e n c e  i n  t h i s  Q u e s t i o n . 
We l l  t h e n ,  s u r e  i t  m u s t  b e  t h e i r  ow n  f a u l t ,  i f 
t h ey  d i s c o n t i nu ’d  t h e i r  L a b o u r s  f o r  t h ey  m i g h t 
have  Confor m’d i f  they  would ,  and so  the  Church 
h a d  s t i l l  h a d  t h e  Bene f i t  o f  t h e i r  M i n i s t r y.  B u t 
eve n  h e r e  M r.  H o a d l y  g o e s  u p o n  a  S u p p o s i t i o n 
t h a t  w i l l  f u l l y  e x cu s e  t h em .  Fo r  h e  g r a n t s ,  t h a t 
t h o ’ t h e y  m i g h t  b e  M e n  o f  I n t e g r i t y,  y e t  t h e 
Te r m s  o f  M i n i s t e r i a l  C o n f o r m i t y  m i g h t  a p p e a r 
such ,  a f t e r  a l l  t h e i r  c o n s i d e ra t i o n ,  a s  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t 
a p p r o v e  o f,  o r  s u b m i t  t o,  w i t h o u t  S i n .  We l l  t h e n , 
Wha t  i s  i t  th a t  shou ld  have  obl i g ’d  them to  keep 
S i l e n c e ?  T h e  o n l y  t h i n g  P l e a d e d  i s  t h i s ,  t h a t 
t h e i r  S i l e n c e  h a d  b e e n  m o r e  f o r  t h e  H o n o u r  o f 
God ,  and  t h e  Good  o f  t h e  Chu r c h ,  than  the i r  ho ld- 
i n g  o n  i n  t h e i r  M i n i s t r y :  B u t  t h o ’ t h i s  i s  m e n - 
t i on ’d  and  wa r mly  ave r t ed  ove r  and  ove r,  ’t i s  t a -
  ken
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k e n  f o r  G r a n t e d  a n d  n e v e r  P r o v ’d .  A n d  y e t 
m e t h i n k s  t h e r e  i s  a l l  t h e  r e a s o n  i n  t h e  Wo r l d 
t h a t  t h i s  s h o u l d  h ave  h a d  a s  g o o d  P ro o f  a s  t h e 
t h i n g  wo u l d  b e a r ;  n o t  o n l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  d e - 
c l a r ’d  Impor t ance  o f  i t ;  Bu t  a l s o,  b ec au s e  o f  t he 
s t reng th  o f  some  common Pre jud i ce s ,  wh ich  p re- 
va i l i n g ,  mu s t  n e ed s  ove r t h row  t h i s  P r i n c i p l e ,  a s 
a p p l y ’d  t o  Pe r s o n s  i n  t h e i r  C i r c u m s t a n c e s .  Fo r 
t h e  Gene r a l i t y  o f  t ho s e  who s e  Mind s  h ave  a  s e - 
r iou s  T inc tu re,  a re  na tu r a l l y  ap t  to  imag ine,  tha t 
the rea l  Saving of  Souls ,  and helping them to Hea- 
ve n ,  i s  a  t h i n g  o f  g r e a t e r  I m p o r t a n c e  t h a n  a n 
Ag re emen t  i n  Fo r m s  a nd  Ce remon i e s ,  even  t ho ’ 
s u ch  a n  Ag re emen t  may  b e  re commended  a s  f o r 
t h e  Pe a c e  o f  t h e  C h u r c h :  A n d  t h a t  s p r e a d i n g 
Rea l  Re l i g i on  i s  a  much  more  we i gh t y  Conce r n 
t h an  mee r  Un i f o r m i t y ,  wh i ch ,  t a ke  i t  a t  b e s t ,  i s 
m o r e  N o m i n a l  t h a n  R e a l ,  e ve n  u n d e r  t h e  E s t a - 
bl i shment  i t  se l f .  Most  o f  those,  who can,  in  such 
Cases  be a t  a l l  e s teem’d Competent  Judges ,  a re  apt 
t o  t h i nk  t h a t  t h a t  God  who  h a s  d e c l a r ’d  he  w i l l 
have  Me r c y  and  no t  Sa c r i f i c e ,  when  Pe r son s  a re  s e t 
upon  a dvanc i ng  h i s  K ingdom among s t  Mank ind , 
and  when  he  h a s  qua l i f y ’d  t h em fo r  i t ,  a nd  s u c - 
c e e d e d  t h e m  i n  i t ,  h e  w i l l  n o t  d i s ow n  o r  c o n - 
demn them for  Fai lures  in For mal i t ie s ,  where their 
C o n s c i e n c e s  we r e  n o t  s a t i s f i e d .  T h e s e  N o t i o n s 
b e i n g  a t  l e a s t  s o m e t h i n g  p l a u s i b l e ,  s h o u l d  h ave 
been  e r ad i c a t ed ,  be fo re  i t  cou ld  be  expec t ed  the 
Principle should gain Admittance.

But  i f  we  t ake  the  Pr inc ip le  i t  s e l f ,  and  c lo se ly 
C o n s i d e r  i t ,  we  s h a l l  f i n d  we  a r e  b e s e t  o n  a l l 
Hand s  w i th  Di f f i cu l t y s ,  t h a t  s t r ange l y  Embar r a s s t 
u s  i n  t h e  App l i c a t i on  o f  i t .  Mr.  H .  A s s e r t s  t h a t 
i n  t h e  Ca s e  o f  t h e s e  E j e c t ed  Min i s t e r s ,  t h e i r  s i - 
l e n c e  h ad  b e en  mo re  f o r  t h e  Honou r  o f  God  a n d 
t h e  Good  o f  t h e  Chu r c h ,  t h an  t he  Con t i nuance  o f 
t h e i r  P u b l i c k  M i n i s t r y ;  A n d  o u t  o f  a  s e n s e  o f
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i t  h e  wou ld  h ave  h ad  t hem have  f o rbo r n .  I  h e re 
Q u e r y,  w h e t h e r  t h e y  we r e  b o u n d  i n  t h i s  C a s e 
t o  f o l l ow  t h e  J u d g m e n t  o f  t h e  B i s h o p s  o f  t h e 
Respect ive Diocesces ,  or  their  own Sent iments  up- 
o n  M a t u r e  e n q u i r y ?  I  g r a n t  h e  m e n t i o n s  n o t 
t h e  B i s h o p s  i n  t h i s  C a s e .  A n d  ye t  i f  t h e  C iv i l 
Mag i s t r a t e  be  d ropp ’d ,  i t  mus t  be  upon the  Judg- 
m e n t  o f  t h e  B i s h o p s  t h a t  t h e  s t r e s s  m u s t  b e 
l a i d .  N o w  w h a t  E v i d e n c e  i s  t h e r e  t h a t 
t he s e  E j e c t ed  Min i s t e r s  we re  bound  r a the r  t o  be 
sway ’d  by  t h e  Judgmen t  o f  t h e  B i s hop s ,  t h an  by 
the i r  own de l i be r a t e  Judgmen t ,  a f t e r  a l l  C i rcum- 
s t ance s  had  been mature ly  weigh ’d?  Would  i t  have 
been a suf f ic ient Plea for them at  the Day of  Judg- 
ment,  when charg’d with neglect ing to do that  good 
to Souls  which God had qual i fy’d ’em for,  for them 
to  have  s a id ,  tha t  t r u ly  they  were  wi l l ing  to  have 
cont inu’d their  Minis ter ia l  Labor s ,  but  that  the Bi- 
shops  to ld ’em, i t  would ra ther  be for  the good of 
the  Church  fo r  them to  fo rbea r ?  Would  th i s  have 
b ro ’t  t h e m  o f f ?  I f  t h i s  b e  n o t  r a t i o n a l l y  t o  b e 
s u p p o s ’d .  H ow  t h e n  c o u l d  i t  b e  e x p e c t e d ,  t h a t 
t h e y  s h o u l d  h ave  A c t e d  u p o n  t h i s  B o t t o m ?  I f 
eve r y  Man i s  bound to  Ac t  Accord ing  to  h i s  own 
Light, How could such a Deference to the judgment 
o f  the  B i shop s  be  in s i s t ed  on?  Be s ide s  th a t  many 
Sou l s  have  been  he lp ’d  to  Heaven  by  the i r  con t i - 
nu ’d  L abou r s  i s  s o  ev i d en t  a s  t o  b e  Unden i ab l e : 
I  mean  by  the i r  con t inu ’d  publ i ck  Labour s  in  the 
Min i s t r y  s epe r a t e  f rom the i r  p r iva t e  Endeavou r s . 
H a d  t h ey  b e e n  c o n t e n t e d l y  s i l e n c ’d ,  a ny  t h i n g 
o f  t h i s  K i n d  h a d  b e e n  p r e v e n t e d .  N ow  w h a t 
Shadow o f  P roo f  i s  t h e re,  t h a t  t h e  Sp i r i t u a l  Be - 
n e f i t  t o  s o  m a ny  S o u l s ,  h a d  b e e n  p u t  we i g h ’d 
by  t h a t  p re t e n d e d  P e a c e ,  w h i c h  m i g h t  h ave  a r i - 
s en  f rom a  Comp l i an c e  w i t h  t h e  Ac t  f o r  Un i f o r m 
m i t y ?  H ow  c o u l d  i t  b e  m o re  f o r  t h e  H o n o u r  o f 
God ,  a n d  t h e  Good  o f  t h e  Chu r c h ,  t o  h ave  h ad  s o
  many



Part III. Moderate Non-Conformity [57]57

m a ny  Pe r s o n s  r e m a i n ’d  u n c o nv i n c ’d  a n d  u n r e - 
f o r m ’d ,  s o  m a ny  S o u l s  u n s av ’d ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a n 
Order  o f  the  B i shops  be  b roken ,  which  they  who 
a re  t he i r  Gre a t e s t  Admi re r s  h ave  so  much  to  do, 
t o  pu t  any  p l au s i b l e  Co lou r s  on ?  Or  How cou ld 
our Father s, in a Case where the Interest of so many 
Soul s  were depending,  have jus t i fy ’d thei r  Compl i- 
ance with such an Order which it  sel f  was never yet 
ju s t i fy ’d?  These  th ings  have  no sma l l  Di f f i cu l ty  in 
’em; and need more Pains to get ’em well clear’d.

I n  s h o r t  t h e n :  I f  M r .  H o a d l y  w o u l d  r e a l l y 
p rove  our  Fa ther s  b l ameable  in  pe r s i s t ing  in  the i r 
M i n i s t r y  h e  m u s t  p r ove  t h a t  t h e  B i s h o p s  h a d 
A u t o r i t y  f r o m  C h r i s t  t o  s i l e n c e  t h e m ,  i f  t h e y 
wou ld  no t  comply  wi th  the i r  Impos i t ion s ,  (which 
t h ey  cou l d  no t  do  w i t h  a  s a f e  Con s c i en c e ) ;  a nd 
tha t  they  in  th i s  Case  exerc i s ’d  the i r  Autor i ty  ac- 
c o rd i n g  t o  t h e  R u l e  o f  S c r i p t u re .  Wi t h o u t  t h i s 
no  c l amour s  a re  o f  any  S i gn i f i c ance.  Fo r  i f  t h ey 
we re  we l l  q u a l i f y ’d  f o r  S e r v i c e  i n  t h e  M in i s t r y, 
h a d  b e e n  ve r y  u s e f u l  f o r m e r l y,  a n d  m i g h t  h ave 
b e e n  s t i l l  s o,  ( w h i c h  i s  n o t  d i s ow n ’d )  t h e n  h a d 
t h ey  no  re a s on  t o  r e g a rd  t h e  s i l e n c i n g  s e n t en c e 
o f  t he  B i shop s ,  t i l l  t he  Au to r i t y  i t  wa s  bo t tom’d 
o n  w a s  E v i d e n c ’d ;  a n d  t i l l  t h e  s e n t e n c e  w a s 
p r ov ’d  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  a  we l l  m a n a g ’d  A u t o r i t y, 
a n d  a g r e e a b l e  t o  t h e  R u l e .  I f  s u c h  a  s e n t e n c e 
wa s  a  s t re t ch  o f  t h e  Ep i s cop a l  Au to r i t y,  A  p l a i n 
Breach  o f  the  Gospe l  Ru le,  and  wha t  they  cou ld 
n o t  A n s we r  f o r  t o  G o d  o r  t h e  C h u r c h ;  a n d  a 
Compl i ance  w i th  i t  wou ld  a t  the  s ame  t ime  have 
b e e n  t o  t h e  D a m a g e  o f  m a n y  S o u l s :  S u c h  a 
Compl i ance  o f  the i r s ,  had  been  so  f a r  f rom tend- 
i n g  t o  t h e  H o n o u r  o f  G o d ,  a n d  t h e  g o o d  o f  t h e 
C h u r c h ,  t h a t  i t  h a d  b e e n  a  C r i m i n a l  B r e a c h  o f 
Tr u s t ,  a  V i o l a t i n g  t h e i r  O r d i n a t i o n  Vo w,  a 
Be t r ay ing  Re l i g i on  unde r  p re t ence  o f  p romot ing 
Peace ;  and  a  g re a t  sna re  to  tha t ,  and  to  succeed- 
ing Generations. But
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But  he  i s  a l so  for  touching on the  Case  o f  t ho s e 
amon g s t  u s,  wh o  h a v e  O rd a i n ’d  o t h e r s,  a n d  o f  t h o s e 
w h o  h a v e  b e e n  O rd a i n ’d  t o  t h e  M i n i s t r y,  s i n c e  t h e 
A c t  f o r  U n i f o r m i t y .  H e  s a y s  t h a t  n o  O r d i n a t i o n 
Vo w  a n d  s o l e m n  D e d i c a t i o n  t o  G o d ,  c a n  b e  p r e - 
t ended  in  the i r  Case :  That  t h e  Peop l e  had  neve r  Ex- 
per ienc’d the Labours of  those of  us who have s ince taken 
the  Min i s t r y  upon us :  That  they  had  neve r  Cont ra s t ed 
any re la t ion to us ,  and so the fear of the gui l t  o f  Un- 
fa i th fu lness,  c rue l ty & unmerc i fu lness,  could not  move us 
e i the r  t o  o rda in  o the r s,  o r  t o  be  Orda ined  to  the  Min i - 
s t r y .  Tha t  t h e  Pa s s a g e s  o f  S c r i p tu r e  t ha t  i n t ima t e  t h e 
Du ra t i o n  o f  t h e  M i n i s t e r i a l  O f f i c e ,  h a v e  n o t h i n g  t o 
d o  wh e r e  t h e r e  i s  n o  Conveyan c e ,  &c.  He  add s  th a t 
G ra n t i n g  t h e  f o r e m e n t i o n ’d  A r g u m e n t s  t h e i r  f u l l 
f o r c e,  a nd  a s  mu c h  s t r e n g t h  a s  w e  ou r  s e l v e s  ima g i n e 
t o  b e  i n  t h em,  t h e y  won t  i n  t h e  l e a p  V ind i c a t e  t h o s e 
a m o n g s t  u s ,  w h o  h ave  e i t h e r  O rd a i n ’d  o t h e r s  t o 
the Ministry, or been Ordain’d since 1662.

B u t  w h a t  s o r t  o f  A r g u m e n t  i s  t h i s ?  A l l  t h a t 
wa s  p re t ended  t o,  wa s  t o  g ive  t h e  Re a s on s  why 
o u r  F a t h e r s  c o n t i nu ’d  t h e i r  M i n i s t r y  a f t e r  t h ey 
were  s i l enc ’d :  Now suppo se  the s e  Rea son s  wou ld 
not  jus t i f ie  New Ordina t ions ,  How can i t  be blame- 
ab l e ?  I t  i s  eno ’ i f  they  Answer  the  End  p ropo s ’d , 
and  a s  much  a s  a  re a sonabl e  Man  can  de s i re.  Bu t 
1  s u p p o s e  h e  wa s  w i l l i n g  t o  h e a r  w h a t  we  h a d 
t o  s a y  f o r  o u r  s e l ve s  u p o n  t h i s  H e a d .  Fo r  my 
pa r t  I  am re ady  to  s a t i s f i e  h im a s  f a r  a s  may  be. 
And there fore  sha l l  add ,  tha t  tho ’ the  Vind ica t ing 
o u r  O rd i n a t i o n s  s i n c e  16 6 2 ,  wa s  f a r  e n o ’ f ro m 
my  Tho ’t s ,  when  I  t r an l c r i b ’d  t h e s e  Rea son s  f o r 
ou r  F a the r s  con t i nu ing  t h e i r  M in i s t r y  a f t e r  t h ey 
we re  s i l e n c ’d ,  o u t  o f  M r.  B a x t e r ’s  A p o l o gy ;  Ye t , 
i f  t h e s e  R e a s o n s  w i l l  h o l d ,  t h e  v i n d i c a t i n g  o u r 
Ordinat ions  wi l l  be  ver y  ea s ie ;  and we sha l l  hence 
receive considerahle Assistance.
  Tho’
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T h o ’ we  t h a t  h ave  b e e n  s i n c e  O rd a i n ’d ,  c a n n o t 
p l e ad  our  Ord ina t ion-Vow,  in  ju s t i f i c a t ion  o f  our 
b e i ng  s o  Ord a i n ’d ,  ye t  may  we  a f t e r  Ord i n a t i on 
p l e ad  tha t  Vow in  ju s t i f i c a t ion  o f  our  succeed ing 
M i n i s t r a t i o n s ,  i n  w h i c h  we  a c t  i n  p u r s u a n c e  o f 
t h a t  Vow.  A n d  B e i n g  o n c e  O rd a i n ’d ,  i t  wo u l d 
be  a s  much  Sa c r i l e g e  i n  u s  t o  a l i en a t e  ou r  s e l ve s 
f rom the  Work  we  h ave  s o l emn l y  unde r t aken ,  a s 
i t  wou l d  h ave  b e en  i n  ou r  F a t h e r s :  And  ’t i s  t h e 
l i ke  a s  t o  t h e  r e s t ,  a s  f a r  a s  o u r  C i r c u m s t a n c e s 
ag ree,  the same Reasons  wi l l  jus t i f ie  us ,  when Or- 
d a i n ’d ,  a s  w i l l  j u s t i f i e  t h em  t ho ’ t h ey  won ’t  a r - 
gue  ou r  Ord ina t i on s  wa r r an t ab l e,  f o r  wh i ch  they 
were not produc’d or urg’d.

Bu t  the  Two Argument s  he  touche s  upon ,  have 
even ,  i n  t h i s  C a s e ,  a  g re a t  d e a l  o f  we i gh t .  T h e 
one  t aken  f rom t h e  i n e f f i c i e n c y  o f  s und r y  o f  t h e  Pa - 
r i s h  M in i s t e r s :  And  t h e  o the r  f rom the  Ne c e s s i t y s 
o f  t h e  P e o p l e  i n  mo s t  p a r t s  o f  t h e  Na t i o n ,  n o tw i t h - 
s t a n d i n g  t h e  l e g a l  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  t h e m .  T h i s  l a t t e r , 
M r.  H o a d l y  ow n s  a  s u f f i c i e n t  g r o u n d  f o r  o u r  p r a - 
c t i c e ,  i f  i t  c a n  b e  f a i r l y  a n d  c l e a r l y  m a d e  o u t .  B u t 
then  he  s ay s ,  I t  i s  h i s  Op in i on ,  t ha t  i t  c an  n eve r  b e 
made  ou t ;  tha t  i s ,  s o  made  ou t ,  a s  t o  b e  a  g o od  r e a - 
s o n  f o r  o u r  s e p a r a t e  M i n i s t r y .  And  f o r  p ro o f  t h a t 
nei ther  of  these  Arguments  wi l l  do us  any Service, 
he  re fe r s ,  to  h i s  fo rego ing  Answer s  in  the  ca se  o f 
t h e  E j e c t e d  M in i s t e r s ;  a nd  I  w i t h  l i ke  f r e edom , 
r e f e r  t o  my  Rep l y  t o  h im ;  a nd  l e ave  eve r y  o n e 
to  the i r  L ibe r ty  to  judge  a s  they  s ee  c au se,  upon 
c o m p a r i n g  b o t h  t o g e t h e r .  B u t  i n  o r d e r  t o  t h e 
G e n t l e m a n ’s  C o nv i c t i o n  ( i f  t h e r e  b e  a ny  ro o m 
fo r  i t )  I  s h a l l  on l y  d e s i re  h im  t o  compa re  t oge - 
t h e r  t h e  numbe r  o f  I nh ab i t a n t s  i n  t h e  C i t i e s  o f 
L o n d o n  a n d  We s t m i n s t e r ,  a c c o rd i n g  t o  a  M o d e s t 
Comput a t i on ,  and  the  Number  o f  Min i s t e r s  p ro- 
vided by the Publ ick in those two Cit ies ,  and then 
to  compute  (wh ich  may  be  ea s i l y  done )  how ma-
  ny
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ny Soul s  must  f a l l  under  each Mini s ter ’s  Care,  up- 
o n  a n  e x a c t  D i v i s i o n .  I  a m  a p t  t o  t h i n k  h e ’ l l 
f i nd  by  th i s  Ca l cu l a t ion ,  tha t  more  he lp  i s  need- 
f u l .  A n d  i f  h e ’ l l  a f t e r wa rd s  d o  t h e  l i ke  f o r  t h e 
whole  Nat ion,  he ’ l l  f ind the Resu l t  wi l l  be  a s  f a i r 
a  Demons t r a t ion  o f  the  Nece s s i t i e s  o f  the  Peop le 
c a l l i n g  f o r  f a r t h e r  He l p,  a s  I  t h i nk  any  p r uden t 
Man  need  to  de s i re  a s  a  Founda t i on  fo r  h i s  P r a - 
c t i c e .  I  h a v e  i n  a  f o r m e r  P a r t  ow n ’d  t o  M r . 
Hoad ly  tha t  th i s  was  a  Cons idera t ion we who have 
been  Orda in ’d  s i nce  16 62 ,  l a i d  some  s t re s s  upon ; 
and  i f  h e ’ l l  bu t  b e  a t  t h e  p a i n s  t o  t a ke  t he  Me- 
t h o d  o f  C a l c u l a t i o n  p ro p o s ’d ,  h e ’ l l  f i n d  w h a t 
w i l l  j u s t i f i e  u s  i n  d o i n g  s o :  A n d  w h a t ,  a t  t h e 
s ame  t ime,  w i l l  j u s t i f i e  ou r  Fa the r s  i n  Orda in ing 
u s ,  u p o n  s u p p o s i t i o n  t h e  Powe r  o f  O r d a i n i n g 
be long’d to the i r  Mini s ter ia l  Of f ice,  which I  th ink 
I  m ay  b e  a l l ow ’d  t o  t a ke  f o r  g r a n t e d ,  t i l l  w h a t 
ha s  been sugges ted  to  c lea r  i t ,  be  f a i r ly  d i sprov ’d . 
The  o t h e r  A r gumen t  t a ken  f rom  t h e  i n s u f f i c i e n c y 
o f  s u n d r y  o f  t h e  Pa r i s h  M i n i s t e r s ,  I  s h a l l  n o t  d i - 
l a te  upon,  for  fea r  o f  g iv ing Of fence ;  tho’ I  th ink 
i t  i s  so  notor ious ,  and  so  genera l l y  acknowledg ’d , 
that some stress may justly be laid upon it.

“ T h u s  d e t e r m i n i n g  t o  c o n t i nu e  i n  t h e i r  M i - 
“ n i s t r y,  w i t h  s a t i s f a c t i o n  t h ey  we re  i n  t h e  way 
“ a n d  d i s c h a r g e  o f  t h e i r  D u t y,  t h ey  wa i t e d  n o t 
“ f o r  h e a r e r s  a n d  a d h e r e n t s .  M a n y  A r g u m e n t s 
“ a n d  I n s i n u a t i o n s  i n d e e d  we r e  u s e d  t o  d i ve r t 
“ t h e  Peop l e  f rom  a t  a l l  r e g a rd i n g  t h e s e  E j e c t e d 
“ M i n i s t e r s ;  bu t  t h e i r  E s t e e m  f o r  t h e m  wa s  t o o 
“ d e e p l y  r i ve t e d ;  a n d  t h e  G ro u n d s  o f  t h e i r  D i s - 
“ s a t i s f a c t i on  t oo  p a l p ab l e ,  and  t h e  c a re  t a ken  t o 
“ r e m ove  t h e  G ro u n d s  o f  t h e i r  O b j e c t i o n s  t o o 
“ s u p e r f i c i a l ,  f o r  t h e m  t o  b e  m u c h  m ov ’d  w i t h 
“ t h e i r  A s s a u l t s .  M a ny  o f  t h e  Pe o p l e  h a d  f o u n d 
“ b e n e f i t  by  t h e  L a b o u r s  o f  t h e s e  M i n i s t e r s  b e -
  fore
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“ fo re  t h ey  we re  E j e c t ed ,  and  t h e reupon  t hough t 
“ t h e m s e l ve s  o b l i g ’d  t o  s t i c k  t o  t h e m :  F i n d i n g 
“ t h e m  c a l l  o f f  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  a n y  s u i t a b l e 
“ C r i m e  a l l e d g ’d  a g a i n s t  t h e m ,  t h e y  t h o u g h t  i t 
“ i n h u m a n e  a n d  b a r b a ro u s  t o  d e s e r t  t h e m .  N ay, 
“ b e i n g  ( s o m e  o f  t h e m )  c o nv i n c ’d  o f  t h e  j u s t i c e 
“ o f  t h e  C a u s e  t h e y  we r e  e n g a g ’d  i n ,  v i z .  T h e 
“ p r e s s i n g  a  f a r t h e r  R e f o r m a t i o n  i n  E c c l e s i a s t i c a l 
“ M a t t e r s,  a s  n e c e s s a r y  i n  o r d e r  t o  t h e  m o r e  g e n e - 
“ r a l  r e a c h i n g  t h e  g r e a t  e n d s  o f  R e l i g i o n ;  t h e y 
“ t hough t  i t  t h e i r  du t y  i n  t h e i r  p l a c e  t o  e s pou s e 
“ t h e  s ame  Cau s e ,  a nd  a dhe re  t o  t h e  s ame  P r i n - 
“ c i p l e ,  i n  oppo s i t i on  t o  t ho s e  who  re ckon ’d  t h e 
“ C h u rc h  s o  p e r f e c t  a s  t o  n e e d  n o  a m e n d m e n t s . 
“ A n d  f i n d i n g  t h a t  i t  wa s  t h e  d u t y  o f  t h e i r  M i - 
“n i s t e r s ,  t ho ’ s i l enc ’d  by  the  Mag i s t r a t e,  t o  con- 
“ t i n u e  i n  t h e  e xe r c i s e  o f  t h e i r  M i n i s t r y,  t h e y 
“ we r e  c o nv i n c ’d  t h e y  we r e  o b l i g ’d  t h e r e i n  t o 
“ s u p p o r t  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  t h e m .  N e i t h e r  c o u l d 
“ t h e y  f o r b e a r  p r e f e r r i n g  t h e  L a b o u r s  o f  t h o s e 
“ M i n i s t e r s ,  t h e  s u i t a b l e n e s s  o f  w h o s e  G i f t s , 
“ a n d  w h o s e  r e a d i n e s s  t o  wa t c h  f o r  t h e i r  S o u l s 
“ t h ey  h a d  e x p e r i e n c ’d ,  b e f o re  o t h e r s  t h a t  c a m e 
“ i n  t h e i r  p l a c e s ,  t o  w h o m  t h ey  we re  s t r a n g e r s , 
“ and  a s  t o  whom they  we re  a t  t h e  b e s t  i n  g re a t 
“uncertainty.

“ T h ey  c o u l d  n o t  s e e  h ow  t h e  P re s e n t a t i o n  o f 
“ a  P a t r o n ,  a n d  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  a  B i s h o p , 
“ c o u l d  m a k e  i t  t h e  a b s o l u t e  d u t y  o f  a l l  i n  a 
“ Pa r i s h ,  p r e s e n t l y  t o  a c q u i e s c e  i n  a  M i n i s t e r ’s 
“conduc t  in  ho ly  th ing s .  Th i s  may  indeed  l ega l l y 
“ e n t i t l e  h i m  t o  t h e  T i t h e  a n d  M a i n t e n a n c e ,  b u t 
“ c a n n o t  m a ke  h i m  a  Pa s t o r  t o  a ny  o n e  w i t h o u t 
“ h i s  ow n  c o n s e n t .  P a r i s h  O r d e r  t h e y  t h o u g h t 
“ h a d  i t s  a d v a n t a g e s ,  a n d  wa s  t o  b e  p r e f e r r ’d , 
“ w h e n  m o r e  w e i g h t y  R e a s o n s  d i d  n o t  o f f e r . 
“ B u t  t h ey  c o o l d  n o t  s e e  a ny  t h i n g  i n  i t  o f  a n 
“ a b s o l u t e  n e c e s s i t y ;  n e i t h e r  c o u l d  t h ey  r e c o n -
  cile
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“ c i l e  t h e  s u p p o s i t i o n  o f  s u c h  a  n e c e s s i t y,  ( t h o ’ 
“ s e t t l e d  by  t h e  L aw  o f  t h e  L a n d )  w i t h  t h e  i n - 
“ v i o l a b l e  R i g h t s  o f  h u m a n e  N a t u r e ;  w h i c h 
“ l e ave  a  M a n  a s  mu c h  a t  h i s  l i b e r t y  t o  c h o o s e 
“ *  a  Pa s t o r  f o r  h i s  S o u l ,  a s  a  P hy s i c i a n  f o r  h i s 
“ B o d y,  o r  a  L aw ye r  f o r  h i s  E s t a t e .  A n d  t h e r e - 
“ f o re ,  a s  t h ey  t hough t  i t  wou l d  b e  h a rd  f o r  t h e 
“Mag i s t r a t e  t o  s ay.  You  sh a l l  h ave  t h i s  Phy s i c i an 
“ o r  n o n e ,  w h e n  p e r h a p s  a n o t h e r  m a y  b e t t e r 
“ h i t  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  C o n s t i t u t i o n ;  o r ,  Yo u 
“ s h a l l  h ave  t h i s  L aw ye r  o r  n o n e ,  w h e n  i t  m ay 
“ b e  t h ey  kn ew  ano t h e r  who  wa s  mu c h  f i t t e r  t o 
“ h ave  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e i r  C o n c e r n s :  S o 
“ d i d  t h e y  a l s o  r e c ko n  i t  a  s t r a i n i n g  t h e  p o i n t 
“ t o o  h i g h ,  f o r  t h e  C iv i l  M a g i s t r a t e  ( a n d  mu c h 
“ m o r e  t h e  B i s h o p )  t o  s a y.  Yo u  s h a l l  h ave  t h i s 
“ M a n  o r  n o n e  f o r  y o u r  P a s t o r ,  w h e n  i t  w a s 
“ v e r y  p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e m  t o  k n o w  a n o t h e r 
“ M i n i s t e r ,  w h o  m i g h t  b e  u n e x c e p t i o n a b l e ,  a n d 
“ m u c h  m o r e  s u i t a b l e  t o  t h e m ,  i n  t h e  s e v e r a l 
“respects in which a Minister’s help was need-

* This 
Principle 
only tend- 
ing to that 
Necessary 
Liberty,  
which is a  
matter of 
Natural  
Right in- 
fringes 
not the 
Right of 
Patronage, 
which du- 
ly bound- 
ed, must  
be own’d 
to have its 
conveni- 
ences too

Fo r  a s  M i n i s t e r s  o r  B i s h o p s  m ay  j u d g e  w h o  i s  f i t  t o  b e  by  t h e m  O r - 
d a i n ’d  a n d  l e t  i n t o  t h e  M i n i s t r y,  s o  m a y  M a g i s t r a t e s  a n d  P a t r o n s 
j u d g e  a n d  c h o o s e  w h o  o f  t h e s e  M i n i s t e r s  s h a l l  h ave  t h e  P u b l i c k  P l a c e s , 
M a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  C o u n t e n a n c e ,  a n d  y e t  Pe o p l e  s t i l l  k e e p  t h e i r  R i g h t 
o f  c h o o s i n g  w h o  s h a l l  b e  t h e i r  P a s t o r s .  I f  t h e  P a t r o n  o f f e r s  a n  u n f i t 
M a n ,  a n d  t h e  Pe o p l e  r e f u s e  h i m ,  h e  m a y  o f f e r  o t h e r s .  I f  t h e y  c o n t i - 
n u e  t o  d i s a g r e e ,  t h e  M a t t e r  i s  e a s i l y  a c c o m m o d a t e d ,  b y  l e t t i n g  t h e 
P a t r o n  c h o o s e  w h o  s h a l l  h a v e  t h e  P l a c e  a n d  T i t h e s ,  a n d  t h e ’ Pe o p l e 
w h o  s h a l l  b e  t h e i r  P a s t o r .  I f  t h e y  g o  t o  a n o t h e r  P a r i s h ,  t h e  i n c o n - 
ve n i e n c e  i s  n o t  g r e a t ;  i f  a  N u m b e r  o f  t h e m  j o i n  t o g e t h e r  i n  c h o o s i n g 
a  P a s t o r ,  l i v i n g  Pe a c e a b l y  a n d  q u i e t l y,  t h e r e  i s  n o  H a r m  i n  i t ;  T h e 
P a t r o n  h a s  h i s  R i g h t  i n  p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Pe r s o n  t h a t  h a t h  t h e .  P u b l i c k 
M a i n t e n a n c e .  T h e  P a r i s h  M i n i s t e r  h a t h  h i s  R i g h t ;  f o r   h e  h a t h 
w h a t  P u b l i c k  M a i n t e n a n c e  i s  l e g a l l y  f i x t  t o  t h e  L i v i n g ;  w h i c h  i s  a s 
m u c h  a s  t h e  B i s h o p ’s  I n s t i t u t i o n ,  a n d  P a t r o n ’s  P r e s e n t a t i o n  c o u l d  e n - 
t i t l e  h i m  t o .  A n d  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  a l s o  t h e  Pe o p l e  h a ve  t h e i r  R i g h t , 
w h i c h  i s ,  p a y i n g  t h e  Ty t h e  l e g a l l y  d u e  t o  t h e  P a r i s h  M i n i s t e r ,  t o 
c h o o s e  w h o m  t h e y  w i l l  f o r  t h e i r  P a s t o r ,  w i t h o u t  i n j u r i n g  B i s h o p.  P a - 
tron, Minister, or any one else.
  “ful
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“ f u l  t o  t h e m .  T h i s  a p p e a r ’d  t o  t h e m  t o  b e  a 
“ c o n t e n d i n g  w i t h  t h e m  f o r  a  R i g h t  w h i c h  G o d 
“ a n d  N a t u r e  h a d  g i v e n  t h e m ;  a n d  t h e r e f o r e 
“ t h ey  we re  f o r  s e e i n g  good  re a s on  f o r  i t  b e f o re 
“they would part with it. *

“ M a n y  o f  t h e m  a p p r e h e n d e d  t h a t  t h e  M e - 
“ t h o d  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  E s t a b l i s h m e n t  b ro ke  i n 
“ u p o n  O e c o n o m i c a l  G ove r n m e n t .  T h e  M a s t e r 
“ o f  a  F a m i l y  i s  a n  e m b l e m  o f  a  P r i n c e  i n  t h e 
“ S t a t e .  S o m e  b r a n c h e s  o f  h i s  Powe r  a n d  A u - 
“ t h o r i t y  a r e  e v i d e n t l y  s u p e r i o u r .  T h e  P a r e n - 
“ t a l  A u t h o r i t y,  i s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  t h a t  N a t u r e 
“ g i v e s .  We  w a y  s u p p o s e  i t  t o  r e a c h  a  g r e a t 
“ way,  w h e n  we  c o n s i d e r  i t  i s  d e s i g n ’d  t o  s u p - 
“ p l y  t h e  p l a c e  o f  R e a s o n  w h e re a s  i n  t h e  e xe r - 
“ c i s e  o f  a  P r i n c e ’s  A u t h o r i t y,  h e  i s  s u p p o s ’d  t o 
“h ave  Sub j e c t s ,  t h a t  u s e  t h e i r  Rea son ,  and  mu s t 
“ b e  d e a l t  w i t h  a c c o r d i n g l y.  N ow  i n  a ny  t h i n g 
“ l i ke  a n  Impo s i t i on  o f  a  Pa s t o r  upon  t h em ,  t h e 
“ D i s s e n t i n g  L a i t y  a p p r e h e n d e d  t h e i r  R i g h t  a s 
“ Pa r e n t s ,  a n d  H u s b a n d s ,  a n d  M a s t e r s ,  & c .  wa s 
“ i nva d e d  e i t h e r  by  P r i n c e  o r  B i s h o p,  t h a t  p r e - 
“ t ended  t o  impo s e  a  Pa s t o r,  upon  t ho s e  who  by 
“ G o d  a n d  N a t u r e  we r e  p u t  u n d e r  t h e i r  C a r e . 
“ W h o s e  I n t e r e s t  a n d  Powe r  i n  my  F a m i l y,  a n d 
“w i t h  Re f e ren c e  t o  my  Wi f e  a nd  Ch i l d ren ,  c a n 
“ b e  s u p p o s ’d  e a r l i e r  a n d  g r e a t e r  t h a n  m i n e ? 
“ A n d  w h o  m o r e  c o n c e r n ’d  i n  t h e  I n s t r u c t i o n 
“ t h e y  r e c e i v e  t h a n  I ?  W h y  t h e n  s h o u l d  I  l e t 
“ a n o t h e r  i m p o s e  a  P a s t o r  u p o n  t h e m ,  w h i c h 
“mo re  b e l ong s  t o  me  c e r t a i n l y  t h an  t o  a ny  one 
“ e l s e ,  i f  t h e y  a r e  n o t  c o m p e t e n t  J u d g e s  f o r 
“ t h e m s e l v e s :  B u t  i f  i t  b e c o m e  n o t  e v e n  m e , 
“ ( a nd  c ou l d  no t  b e  j u s t i f y ’d )  f o r  m e  t o  t e l l  my 
“ W i f e  o r  C h i l d r e n  t h a t  a r e  c o m e  t o  Ye a r s  o f 
“ D i s c r e t i o n ,  yo u  s h a l l  h ave  t h i s  M a n  f o r  yo u r 
“ M i n i s t e r  o r  n o n e ;  yo u  s h a l l  e i t h e r  Wo r s h i p 
“ G o d  h e r e  o r  n o  w h e r e ;  H ow  c a n  t h e  M a g i -
  “strate

* Baxter’s 
Noncon- 
formity 
stated and 
argu’d, 
p. 163.p. 163.
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“ s t r a t e  h a v e  s u c h  a n  A u t h o r i t y ?  H o w  c a m e 
“ the  B i s hop  by  i t ?  I f  n e i t h e r  P r i n c e  no r  B i s hop 
“may  choo s e  f o r  my  Ch i l d ren ,  a  Tu to r,  a  Tr ade, 
“ a  Phy s i c i a n ,  o r  Dye t ,  o r  C l o a t h i n g ,  o r  i mpo s e 
“Hu sb and s  o r  Wive s  on  t h em ,  w i t hou t  my  con - 
“ s e n t :  H ow  s h o u l d  e i t h e r  o f  t h e m  c o m e  by  a 
“ R i g h t  t o  i m p o s e  a  M i n i s t e r  u p o n  t h e m ,  w i t h - 
“ o u t  my  Wi l l  a n d  C h o i c e ?  E s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  h i s 
“ M a n a g e m e n t  o f  H o l y  T h i n g s  i s  a  M a t t e r  o f 
“ s u c h  va s t  I m p o r t a n c e ,  a n d  w h e r e i n  t h e i r  S a l - 
“ v a t i o n  a n d  m y  I n t e r e s t  a r e  s o  n e a r l y  c o n - 
“ c e r n ’d ?  T h e  i n s u f f i c i e n t  A n s we r s  u s u a l l y  r e - 
“ t u r n ’d  t o  s u c h  Q u e r y s ,  c o n f i r m ’d  m a n y  o f 
“ t h e  L a i t y  i n  t h e i r  I n c l i n a t i o n  t o  N o n c o n f o r - 
“roity *

“ T h e  Wa n t  o f  D i s c i p l i n e  i n  t h e  C h u r c h ,  wa s 
“ a n o t h e r  c o n s i d e r a b l e  P l e a  t h e y  u r g ’d .  A n d 
“ I n  t h i s  t h e y  b u t  f o l l ow ’d  t h e  O l d  P u r i t a n s , 
“ a n d  t h e i r  P i o u s  P r o g e n i t o r s ,  w h o  h a v e  i n 
“ t h i s  r e s p e c t  b e e n  c a l l i n g  f o r  g r e a t e r  c a r e  a n d 
“ s t r i c t n e s s ,  e ve r  s i n c e  t h e  R e f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e 
“ C h u r c h  a n d  L a n d  f r o m  Po p e r y.  U p o n  S e a r c h 
“ t h ey  f o u n d  t h a t  G o d  h a d  d e s i g n ’d  t h e  C h u rc h 
“ t o  b e  a s  i t  we r e  t h e  Po r c h  o f  H e ave n :  A  S o - 
“ c i e t y  g a t h e r ’d  o u t  o f  t h e  Wo r l d ,  s a n c t i f i e d  t o 
“ h i m ,  a n d  t o  b e  m o r e  f u l l y  p r e p a r ’d  f o r  G l o - 
“ r y.  A n d  t h e r e f o r e  h e  wo u l d  h ave  n o n e  i n  i t , 
“ bu t  s u c h  a s  p ro f e s s  F a i t h  a n d  L ove  a n d  H o l i - 
“ n e s s ,  a n d  r e n o u n c e  a  F l e s h l y  a n d  S e n s u a l , 
“ Wo r l d l y  a n d  P r o f a n e  L i f e ;  t h a t  t h e  P a s t o r s 
“ we r e  t o  j u d g e  w h o  we r e  t o  b e  t a ke n  i n ,  a n d 
“ w h o  c a s t  o u t ;  a n d  a l l  t h e  M e m b e r s  i n  t h e i r 
“ P l a c e s  b o u n d  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e i r  ow n  P u r i t y, 
“ a nd  t h a t  o f  t h e  So c i e t y  wh i ch  t h ey  b e l ong  t o. 
“ T h e  N a t i o n a l  C o n s t i t u t i o n  a p p e a r ’d  t o  t h e m 
“ t o  b e  C a l c u l a t e d  t o  a n o t h e r  D e s i g n .  T h e  i g - 
“ n o r a n t ,  u n g o d l y  M u l t i t u d e  a r e  f o r c ’d  i n t o 
“ C o m m u n i o n  w h i l e  p a l p a b l y  u n f i t :  T h e s e  b e
  “come

* Id. Ibid.
p. 169.
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“ come  t h e  s t reng th  and  ma jo r  p a r t ;  a nd  a re  op - 
“ po s i t e  t o  t h i s  D i s c i p l i n e ,  b e c au s e  i t  wou l d  r e - 
“ s t r a i n  a n d  c u r b  t h e m ;  a n d  t h o ’ i t  c o u l d  n o t 
“ b e t t e r  t h e i r  H e a r t s ,  wo u l d  y e t  o b l i g e  t h e m 
“ i n  m a n y  r e s p e c t s  t o  a m e n d  t h e i r  C a r r i a g e . 
“ T h e  M i n i s t e r s  a r e  i n c a p a b l e  o f  d o i n g  a n y 
“ t h i n g  t o w a r d s  i t ,  t h e  p o w e r  b e i n g  w r e s t e d 
“ f ro m  t h e m ;  w h i c h  p owe r ,  i n  i t s  e xe c u t i o n ,  i s 
“ l o d g ’d  i n  h a n d s  t h a t  m a n a g e  i t  c a r e l e s l y  a n d 
“p rophane l y ;  t o  t h e  s c re en i ng  o f  s u ch  a s  s hou l d 
“ b e  c e n s u r e d ,  a n d  t h e  c e n s u r i n g  o f  s u c h  p i o u s 
“ Pe r s o n s  a s  o u g h t  t o  b e  e n c o u r a g ’d .  T h i s  wa s 
“ w h a t  t h e  o l d  P u r i t a n s  g ro a n ’d  u n d e r ;  a n d  ye t 
“ they  were  ag a in s t  a  Sepa r a t ion ,  a s  l ong  a s  the re 
“ wa s  a ny  h o p e  o f  a m e n d m e n t ;  bu t  f i n d i n g  t h e 
“ s t i f n e s s  o f  t h e  B i s h o p s ,  a n d  t h e i r  A d h e r e n t s , 
“ a f t e r  K i n g  C h a r l e s ’s  R e s t a u r a t i o n ,  i n  s t i c k i n g 
“ t o  t h e i r  o l d  M e t h o d s  w i t h o u t  a ny  a l t e r a t i o n ; 
“ n ay,  f i n d i n g  t h e  s a m e  D i s p o s i t i o n  a t  t h e  b e - 
“ g i n n i n g  o f  K i n g  W i l l i a m  a n d  Q u e e n  M a r y ’s 
“ R e i g n ,  w h e n  t h ey  we re  s o  u r g e n t l y  p r e s s ’d  t o 
“ m a ke  g o o d  t h e i r  P r o m i s e s  m a d e  u n d e r  t h e i r 
“ f o r e g o i n g  D i s t r e s s  a n d  F e a r s ;  t h a t  t h e y  s t i l l 
“ a p p l a u d e d  t h e i r  C o n s t i t u t i o n  a s  s o  c o m p l e a t 
“ and  p e r f e c t ,  a s  t h a t  i t  n e ed ed  no  amendmen t s ; 
“ t h e y  s aw  n o  g r o u n d  o f  h o p e  r e m a i n i n g  t h a t 
“ e v e r  a n y  s u c h  t h i n g  a s  a  r e g u l a r  D i s c i p l i n e 
“ wo u l d  w i l l i n g l y  a n d  o u t  o f  c h o i c e  b e  b ro u g h t 
“ i n ,  n ay  n o t  t h o ’ t h e  b e t t e r  s o r t  o f  G ove r n o r s 
“ i n  t h e  C h u r c h  w e r e  f o r  i t .  A n d  t h e r e f o r e 
“ t h ey  a pp rehended  t h ems e l ve s  ob l i g ed  pub l i c k l y 
“ to  b e a r  t h e i r  Te s t imony  a g a i n s t  t h a t  f a t a l  Neg- 
“ l e c t ;  a n d  t h a t  t h e  r a t h e r ,  b e c a u s e  t h ey  f o u n d 
“ t h a t  N e g l e c t  a c k n ow l e d g ’d  e ve n  i n  t h e  C o m - 
“ m o n - P r a ye r - B o o k ,  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e r e  h a s 
“ b e e n  n o  p r ov i s i o n  m a d e  o f  s u i t a b l e  r e m e d y. 
“ F o r  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  C o m m i n a t i o n , 
“ t h e r e  i s  t h i s  C o n f e s s i o n :  T h a t  i n  t h e  p r i m i t i v e
 F “Church
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“ C h u r c h  t h e r e  wa s  a  G O D LY  D I S C I P L I N E ;  s u c h 
“Pe r s on s  a s  we r e  n o t o r i ou s  S inn e r s  b e i n g  pu t  t o  op en 
“ P e n a n c e ,  a n d  p u n i s h ’d  i n  t h i s  Wo r l d ,  t h a t  t h e i r 
“ S o u l s  m i g h t  b e  s a v e d  i n  t h e  d a y  o f  t h e  L o r d : 
“ A n d  t h a t  o t h e r s  a d m o n i s h ’d  b y  t h e i r  e x a m p l e , 
“ m i g h t  b e  t h e  m o r e  a f r a i d  t o  o f f e n d .  A n d  t h a t  i n - 
“ s t e a d  t h e r e o f ,  u n t i l  t h e  s a i d  D i s c i p l i n e  m ay  b e 
“ r e s t o r ’d  a g a i n ,  w h i c h  t h i n g  i s  m u c h  t o  b e 
“ w i s h ’d ,  i t ’s  t h o u g h t  g o o d  t h e  g e n e r a l  s e n t e n c e s  o f 
“God ’s  Cu r s i n g  a g a i n s t  imp en i t e n t  S i nn e r s  s h ou l d  b e 
“ r e a d ,  & c .  They  app rehended  the re fo re,  th a t  even 
“ t h e  Common-P r aye r -Book  i t  s e l f ,  ( t ho ’ i n  t h i s 
“ r e s p e c t  i t  d i d  b u t  s e t  u p  t h e  S h a d ow  i n s t e a d 
“o f  t h e  Sub s t a n c e )  j u s t i f y ’d  t h e i r  i n f i l l i n g  upon 
“ t h e  R e s t a u r a t i o n  o f  t h a t  D i s c i p l i n e ,  w h i c h  i t 
“own ’d  t o  b e  l o s t ,  a nd  t h e  re cove r y  o f  wh i ch  i t 
“ r e p r e s e n t e d  a s  a  t h i n g  h i g h l y  d e s i r a b l e .  A n d 
“ they  t hough t  t h a t  t h e  i n s e r t i ng  t h i s  Con f e s s i on 
“ a n d  Wi s h  wa s  a  p l a i n  ev i d e n c e ,  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t 
“ C o m p i l e r s  o f  t h e  C o m m o n - P r a y e r  i n t e n d e d  a 
“ f a r t h e r  P r o g r e s s ,  a n d  a  f u l l e r  R e f o r m a t i o n 
“ t h a n  t h o s e  w h o  c a m e  a f t e r  t h e m  wo u l d  g i ve 
“ w a y  t o :  A n d  t h a t  t h e  y e a r l y  r e p e t i t i o n  o f 
“ th i s  Confes s ion and Wish in  the publ ick Church- 
“ e s ,  w a s  a  p l a i n  a n d  p u b l i c k  c o n d e m n i n g 
“ t h e m s e l ve s  f o r  s t o p p i n g  s h o r t ;  a n d  c r y i n g  u p 
“ t h a t  a s  Pe r f e c t ,  wh i ch  t h ey  who  we re  t h e  f i r s t 
“ m a n a g e r s  o f  i t ,  we r e  s o  m o d e s t  a s  t o  ow n  t o 
“have been Defective.

“ M a n y  o f  t h e  L a i t y  we r e  a l s o  a f r a i d  o f  s i n - 
“ n i n g  i n  b a p t i z i n g  t h e i r  C h i l d r e n  w i t h  G o d - 
“ f a t h e r s  a n d  G o d m o t h e r s .  T h ey  we r e  r e a d y  t o 
“ d e vo t e  t h e i r  I n f a n t s  t o  G o d  b y  B a p t i s m ,  i n 
“ t h e  way  t h a t  h e  h a d  a p p o i n t e d ;  a n d  t o  p r o - 
“ m i s e  t o  t r a i n  t h e m  u p  i n  h i s  f e a r :  B u t  t h i s 
“ wo u l d  n o t  d o.  N ow  t h ey  d u r s t  n o t  p u t  o t h e r s 
“ u p o n  c o v e n a n t i n g  f o r  t h e i r  C h i l d r e n ,  w i t h 
“ w h o m  t h e y  h a d  n o  c o n c e r n ;  o r  d e s i r e  t h e m
  “(with

Id. Ibid. 
p. 176.
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“ ( w i t h  a n  a p p e a r i n g  S o l e m n i t y )  t o  p r o m i s e 
“ w h a t  t h e y  k n e w  t h e y  m e a n t  n o t  t o  p e r f o r m ; 
“o r  make  P romi s e s ,  wh i ch  t h e i r  Ch i l d ren ,  when 
“ t h e y  g r e w  u p ,  w o u l d  n o t  b e  b o u n d  o r  o b - 
“ l i g ’d  b y :  T h e y  t h o u g h t  t h e i r  C h i l d r e n s  r i g h t 
“ t o  Bap t i sm  depended  upon  t h e i r  I n t e re s t  i n  t h e 
“ d i v i n e  C ove n a n t ,  a n d  p ro p e r t y  i n  t h e i r  C h i l - 
“ d r e n ;  a n d  t h o u g h t  t h e  b r i n g i n g  i n  m i d d l e 
“ Pe r s o n s ,  w h o  we r e  t o  b e  s u b s t i t u t e d  i n  t h e i r 
“ r o o m ,  w a s  a f f i x i n g  t h e  O r d i n a n c e  u p o n  a 
“ f a l s e  b o t t o m .  A n d  w h e r e a s  s o m e  ( w h o  we r e 
“ f o r  p u t t i n g  o n  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  M o d e r a t i o n ) 
“ wo u l d  t e l l  t h e m ,  t h a t  t h ey  m i g h t ,  i f  t h ey  i n - 
“ l i s t e d  u p o n  i t ,  b e  a l l o w ’d  t o  g i v e  u p  t h e i r 
“ own  Ch i l d re n ,  t h ey  t hough t  i t  c o u l d  n o t  f a i r - 
“ l y  b e  r e c o n c i l ’d  w i t h  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  w h e n 
“ t h e y  f o u n d  i t  s o  p o s i t i v e l y  d e c l a r ’d  b y  t h e 
“ w h o l e  C o n v o c a t i o n  i n  1 6 0 3 ,  i n  t h e i r  2 9 t h 
“ C a n o n ,  T h a t  n o  Pa r e n t  s h a l l  b e  u r g e d  t o  b e  p r e - 
“ s e n t ,  n o r  b e  a d m i t t e d  t o  a n s w e r  a s  G o d f a t h e r  f o r 
“ h i s  o w n  C h i l d .  A n d  t h e r e f o r e  f i n d i n g  t h e i r 
“ C h i l d r e n  s o  p e r e m p t o r i l y  e x c l u d e d  f ro m  B a p - 
“ t i sm ,  w i t hou t  a n  humane  a dd i t i on ,  wh i ch  t h ey 
“ cou l d  no t  unde r s t a nd ,  a nd  we re  une a s i e  unde r, 
“ t h e y  t h o u g h t  t h e m s e l v e s  a t  l i b e r t y  t o  m a k e 
“ t h e i r  a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  s u c h  M i n i s t e r s  t o  b a p t i z e 
“ t h e i r  C h i l d r e n  a s  we r e  f r e e  t o  d o  i t ,  w i t h - 
“ o u t  a ny  s u c h  n e e d l e s s  o r  d i s s a t i s f y i n g  i m p o s i -  
“tion.

“ W i t h a l ,  m a n y  o f  t h e m  h a d  B a p t i s m  r e f u s ’d 
“ t h e i r  C h i l d r e n ,  u n l e s s  t h e y ’d  s u b m i t  t o  t h e 
“ s i g n  o f  t h e  C r o s s .  T h i s  t h e y  e s t e e m ’d  a n  u n - 
“ wa r r a n t a b l e  a d d i t i o n  t o  C h r i s t ’s  I n s t i t u t i o n . 
“ T h e y  w e r e  a f r a i d  o f  e n c o u r a g i n g  C h u r c h 
“ C o r r u p t i o n s ,  b y  y i e l d i n g  t o  i t .  T h e y  k n e w 
“ n o  r i g h t  t h e  C h u r c h  h a d  t o  m a ke  n ew  Te r m s 
“ o f  C o m m u n i o n ,  o r  r e q u i r e  t h e i r  s u b m i s s i o n 
“ t o  s u c h  a n  h u m a n e  I nve n t i o n  a n d  t h e r e f o r e
 F 2 they

Id. Ibid. 
p. 18.
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“ t h e y  l e f t  t h o s e  w h o  wo u l d  r a t h e r  l e ave  t h e i r 
“ C h i l d r e n  w i t h o u t  t h e  S e a l  o f  t h e  C ove n a n t , 
“ t h an  a dm i t  t h em  t o  i t  w i t hou t  s u ch  a n  unp ro - 
“ f i t a b l e  C e r e m o n y ;  a n d  a d h e r ’d  t o  t h o s e  w h o 
“ w e r e  r e a d y  t o  a d m i t  t h e i r  I n f a n t s  i n t o  t h e 
“ v i s i b l e  C h u r c h  o f  C h r i s t  u p o n  h i s  o w n 
“terms.

“ A s  f o r  K n e e l i n g  a t  t h e  C o m m u n i o n ,  s o m e  o f 
“ t h e  L a i t y  q u e s t i o n ’d  t h e  l aw f u l n e s s  o f  i t  a n d 
“ w h i l e  t h e y  d i d  s o ,  d u r s t  n o t  y i e l d  t o  i t  f o r 
“ f e a r  o f  i n j u r i n g  t h e i r  C o n s c i e n c e s .  A n d  y e t 
“knowing  i t  to  be  a  g rea t  S in  to  l ive  in  the  to t a l 
“ n e g l e c t  o f  t h a t  h o l y  O r d i n a n c e ,  t h e y  a p p r e - 
“ h ended  i t  t h e i r  d u t y  t o  j o i n  i n  w i t h  t h o s e ,  o f 
“whom they  migh t  re ce ive  i t  i n  a  Tab l e  po s tu re. 
“O the r s ,  no t  a pp rehend i ng  kne e l i n g  a t  t h i s  O r - 
“ d i n a n c e  a  t h i n g  i n  i t  s e l f  u n l aw f u l ,  c o u l d  ( t o 
“ t e s t i f i e  a s  much ,  a nd  t o  s h ew  t h e i r  Cha r i t y  t o 
“ t h e  e s t a b l i s h ’d  C h u r c h  u n d e r  a l l  i t s  C o r r u p - 
“ t i o n s )  s o m e t i m e s  y i e l d  t o  r e c e i v e  i n  t h a t 
“ way,  w h o  ye t  c o u l d  n o t  b e  s a t i s f y ’d  t o  d o  i t 
“ con s t an t l y,  l e f t  t h ey  s hou l d  b e  ch a r g e ab l e  w i t h 
“ n o t  b e a r i n g  t h e i r  Te s t i m o ny  a g a i n s t  t e r m s  o f 
“ C o m mu n i o n  o f  h u m a n e  I nve n t i o n ,  w h i c h  t h ey 
“esteem’d a great Duty.

“ A n d  i t  a l s o  m u c h  p r e j u d i c ’d  m a n y  u n d e r - 
“ s t a n d i n g  Pe r s o n s  a g a i n s t  t h e  C h u rc h  Pa r t y,  t o 
“ f i n d  Oa t h s  made  s o  l i g h t  o f ,  a nd  t o  ob s e r ve  a 
“ g r e a t e r  s t r e s s  s o  c o m m o n l y  l a i d  u p o n  t h e i r 
“ C e r e m o n i e s ,  t h a n  u p o n  K n ow l e d g e ,  o r  F a i t h , 
“ o f  r e a l  H o l i n e s s :  T h e y  f o u n d  t h e m s e l v e s 
“ w r e t c h e d l y,  h a m p e r ’d  a n d  e n s n a r ’d  by  F e t t e r s 
“ o f  t h e  C l e r g y ’s  m a k i n g .  I f  t h ey  we r e  i n t r u s t - 
“ e d  i n  a ny  C o r p o r a t i o n s ,  t h ey  mu s t  f o r  a  l o n g 
“ t i m e  b e  f o rc ’d  t o  swe a r  t h a t  t h e re  wa s  n o  o b - 
“ l i g a t i o n  a t  a l l  f r o m  t h e  O a t h ,  c a l l ’d ,  T h e  s o - 
“ l e m n  L e a g u e  a n d  C o v e n a n t ,  e i t h e r  o n  t h e m  o r 
“ a n y  o t h e r .  T h i s  s e e m ’d  t o  t h e m  a  p r o c l a i m -
  “ing

Id. Ibid. 
p. 187.

Id. Ibid. 
p. 193



Part III. Moderate Non-Conformity [69]69

“ i n g  o f  Pe r j u r y  l aw f u l ,  a s  t o  t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h e 
“ C ove n a n t  w h i c h  w a s  u n q u e s t i o n a b l y  l a w f u l ; 
“ a s  t h e  r e n o u n c i n g  o f  S c h i s m ,  Po p e r y,  P r o - 
“ f a n e n e s s ,  & c .  T h e y  we r e  s a d l y  p e s t e r ’d  w i t h 
“ t h e  Co r p o r a t i o n  A c t ,  t h e  Ve s t r y  A c t ,  t h e  Ox f o r d 
“ A c t ,  t h e  M i l i t i a  A c t ,  ( w h i c h  we r e  a l l  f r a m e d 
“by  t he  r u l i ng  C l e r gy  and  t he i r  Pa t ron s )  whe re - 
“ b y  a n  O a t h  w a s  i m p o s ’d  u p o n  t h e m  n o t  t o 
“ e n d e a vo u r  a n y  a l t e r a t i o n  o f  G ove r n m e n t  i n 
“ t h e  C h u r c h ;  t o  b i n d  t h e m  t o  r e s t  c o n t e n t e d 
“w i t h  wha t  t h ey  c ou l d  no t  bu t  e s t e em  c o r r u p t : 
“ A n d  t h e y  m u s t  a l s o  s we a r  a n  a b h o r r e n c e  o f 
“ t ak ing  Ar ms  a g a in s t  any  commi s s i ona t ed  by  t he 
“ K i n g ,  w h i c h  t h ey  k n ew  n o t  bu t  i n  t i m e  t h ey 
“migh t  be  ob l i g ’d  t o,  by  h i s  b re ak ing  t he  o r i g i n 
“ n a l  C o n t r a c t  w i t h  h i s  Pe o p l e ,  w h i c h  wa s  a f - 
“ t e r wa rd s  a c t u a l l y  f o u n d  t o  b e  o u r  c a s e ,  M u l - 
“ t i p l y ’d  Bu r t h en s  o f  t h i s  n a t u re  made  t h e  C l e r - 
“ g y  e s t e e m ’d  r i g i d  Ta s k m a s t e r s .  A n d  w h e n 
“ the re  wa s  any  e f f o r t  made  f o r  re l i e f ,  t o  he a r  i t 
“ b e c o m e  t h e  c o m m o n  c r y,  O  t h e  C h u r c h !  T h e 
“ C h u r c h  i s  i n  d a n g e r !  A s  i f  t h e  w h o l e  Ta b e r - 
“ n a c l e  t o t t e r ’d  u p o n  t h e  t o u c h i n g  o f  t h e  l e a s t 
“ P i n :  A n d  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  o b s e r v i n g  t h a t 
“ they who could not  ba te  an ace  in  the Ceremon- 
“ n i a l  p a r t ,  w e r e  y e t  r e a d y  e n o u g h ,  m a n y 
“ t imes ,  to  make  con s ide r ab l e  aba t ement s  in  tho se 
“ t h i n g s  i n  w h i c h  l i e s  t h e  m a i n  o f  r e a l  R e l i - 
“ g i on ;  a nd  t h a t  t h ey  who  we re  s o  f ond  o f  t h e i r 
“ C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  h a d  s o  l i t t l e  C h a r i t y  l e f t  f o r 
“ t h o s e  w h o s e  S e n t i m e n t s  d i f f e r ’d  f r o m  t h e i r s , 
“ a n d  we r e  r e a d y  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  Va l i d i t y  o f 
“ t h e i r  M i n i s t r y  a n d  O rd i n a n c e s ,  n ay  a n d  e ve n 
“ t h e  po s s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e i r  S a l va t i on ,  i f  t h ey  qu e - 
“ s t i o n ’d  bu t  t h e  J u s  D i v i n u m  o f  B i s h o p s :  S u c h 
“ O b s e r va t i o n s  a s  t h e s e  m a d e  m a ny  o f  t h e  L a i t y 
“ t h i n k ,  t h a t  t h e r e  wa s  n o  s m a l l  d a n g e r  o f  e n - 
“ cou r a g j n g  t h em  i n  t h e i r  R i gou r s  a nd  a s s um ing
 F 3 “Preten-
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“P re t en s ion s ,  by  an  adhe rence  and  submi s s i on  to 
“them.

Mr.  Hoad ly  s ay s  *  h e  w i l l  a dd r e s s  t o  t h e  M i n i - 
s t e r s,  w h a t  h e  h a s  t o  s ay  u n d e r  t h i s  H e a d ;  w h i c h 
c ome s  much  t o  on e  a s  i f  h e  h a d  Add r e s s ’d  i t  t o 
t h e  P e o p l e :  F o r  s o  t h e i r  D i f f i c u l t y s  b e  b u t 
s o l v ’d ,  i t  m a t t e r s  n o t  t o  w h o m  t h e  s o l u t i o n  i s 
D i r e c t e d .  B u t  i t  s e e m s  t h i s  H i n t  g ave  s u c h  a n 
Occas ion for  a  Charge on these  Mini s ter s ,  a s  must 
n o t  b e  ove r l o o k d .  T h e y  d o  a l l  t h e  M i s c h i e f , 
w h i l e  t h e  Po o r  Pe o p l e  a r e  c o m p a r a t i ve l y  i n n o - 
c en t .  The  Min i s t e r s  h e  s ay s  a re  t h e  Ch i e f  Ma i n - 
t a i n e r s  o f  t h e  S e p e r a t i o n :  W h i c h  I  d e n y,  a n d 
A s s e r t  on  t he  Con t r a r y,  t h a t  t h e  Che i f  Ma i n t a i n - 
e r s  o f  t h e  S e p e r a t i o n ,  a r e  t h ey  t h a t  C o n t i nu e  t o 
d e p r i ve  t h e  Pe o p l e  o f  t h e i r  u n d o u b t e d  R i g h t s : 
We l l ,  bu t  t h e s e  Min i s t e r s  h ave  p l e a d e d  t h e  Cau s e 
o f  t h e  Peop l e ;  and  i f  so,  I  th ink  they  a re  the  more 
o b l i g ’d  t o  t h e m  f o r  V i n d i c a t i n g  t h e m  i n  t h e 
Po s s e s s i on  o f  t ho s e  Righ t s  wh i ch  o the r s  h ave  i n - 
v a d e d :  t h ey  h ave  p u t  t h e s e  A r g u m e n t s  i n t o  t h e i r 
Mouths ;  which i s  more Eas i ly  Asser ted than prov’d. 
O n  t h e  C o n t r a r y,  I  a m  S a t i s f i ’d ,  t h a t  s o m e  o f 
the s e  Argument s  h ave  been  so  s t renuou s l y  p l e ad- 
e d  o n  t h e i r  ow n  b e h a l f  b y  t h e  Pe o p l e ,  a s  h a s 
no t  a  l i t t l e  c on t r i bu t e d ,  u pon  Oc c a s i o n ,  t o  t h e 
C o nv i c t i o n  o f  t h e i r  M i n i s t e r s .  B u t  h e  g o e s  o n : 
Yo u  ( s ay s  h e  t o  t h e s e  M i n i s t e r s )  h a v e  f u r n i s h ’d 
t h em  w i t h  t h e i r  Ob j e c t i o n s  a g a i n s t  Con f o r m i t y,  a n d 
kept  up the i r  Pre judi c e s  aga ins t  the  Chur ch o f  England . 
Th a t  t h ey  h ave  t a u gh t  t h em  t o  make  t h e  s a c re d 
Scr ip ture s  the  s t andard  o f  Doct r ine,  Wor sh ip,  and 
D i s c i p l i n e ;  a n d  t o  d i s ow n  a ny  A u t o r i t y  o f  I m - 
pos ing  in  Div ine  Things ,  which  the  Word o f  God 
w i l l  n o t  wa r r a n t ,  i s  r e a l l y  t r u e ;  a n d  i f  t h i s  h a s 
furnisht the People with Objections against Confor-
  mity
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mi t y,  a nd  P r e j u d i c e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  Chu r c h  o f  Eng l and , 
’t i s  a s ign the Conformity which the Church o f  Eng- 
l a nd  requ i re s ,  h a s  no t  much  foo t ing  i n  the  Word 
o f  G o d .  ’ T i s  a d d e d .  Yo u  h a v e  a  v e r y  g r e a t  I n t e r - 
e s t  w i t h  t h e m ;  mu c h  t o  s o m e  m e n s  s o r row  I  a m 
we l l  a s s u r ’d ,  w h o  wo u l d  w i l l i n g l y  h a ve  n o n e 
l i s t e n ’d  t o  bu t  t h em s e l ve s .  And  a  v e r y  g r e a t  Au - 
t o r i t y  a n d  I n f l u e n c e  o v e r  t h e m ;  B u t  n o t  t o  t h a t 
d e g re e .  S i r ,  a s  yo u r  C h u rc h  p re t e n d s  t o,  w h i c h 
i n s i s t s  upon  comp l y i ng  w i t h  t roub l e s ome  In j un - 
c t i o n s ,  t h a t  a r e  l i a b l e  t o  s u n d r y  O b j e c t i o n s , 
w i t h o u t  e n q u i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  R e a s o n s  o f  t h e m . 
And  c on s e qu en t ly  a s  you  h a ve  b e en  t h e i r  Gu i d e s  and 
S u p p o r t s  i n  t h e i r  D e p a r t u r e  f r o m  u s ,  v i z .  w h e n 
you  o f  t h e  Chu rch  o f  Eng l and  d rove  t hem away, 
a s  un f i t  f o r  Communion ,  bec au s e  they  cou ld  no t 
t h i n k ,  a n d  s p e a k  a n d  a c t  e n t i r e l y  a c c o rd i n g  t o 
yo u r  F a n c y :  S o  y o u  m ay  u p o n  m a t u r e r  C o n s i d e r a - 
t i o n ,  p r o v e  s u c c e s s f u l  a n d  h a p py  I n s t r um e n t s  i n  t h e 
un i t i n g  t h em  t o  u s  a g a i n ,  t o  t h e  G l o r y  o f  God ,  a nd 
t h e  e n c r e a s e  o f  P e a c e  and  Love  among s t  u s .  I f  he re - 
by  yo u  m e a n ,  t h a t  u p o n  m a t u re r  C o n s i d e r a t i o n 
t h ey  may  p e r swade  t h em  t o  own  an  E c c l e s i a s t i - 
c a l  Author i t y,  wh ich  the  Sc r ip tu re  doe s  no t  war- 
r an t ,  and  which  they  have  in  the i r  own Ca se  de- 
c l a r ’d  t h e y  c a n ’ t  t h e m s e l v e s  ow n  w i t h  a  s a f e 
C o n s c i e n c e ,  yo u  s u p p o s e  t h e m  t o  b e  M e n  o f 
v e r y  l o o s e  P r i n c i p l e s ,  w h i c h  a  p r e t e n d i n g  t o 
r e g a r d  t h e  g l o r y  o f  G o d ,  a n d  P e a c e ,  a n d  L o v e , 
w i l l  n e ve r  a t t o n e  f o r .  T h e  E j e c t e d  M i n i s t e r s 
S i r  h a ve  l a b o u r ’d  h a r d  i n  t h e  C a u s e  o f  P e a c e 
a n d  L o v e  bu t  a s  f o r  U n i o n  w i t h .  t h e  C h u r c h  o f 
E n g l a n d ,  i n  Fo r m s  a n d  C e r e m o n i e s ,  t h e y  m u s t 
a c t  ve r y  unaccoun t ab l y  i n  p re s s i ng  i t ,  a s  l ong  a s 
t h ey  app rehended  i t  wou ld  be  t o  t h e  Damage  o f 
Rea l  Re l i g i on ,  wh i ch  wa s  t h e i r  f i xed  Judgmen t . 
H o w e v e r ,  I ’ l l  g r a n t ,  t h a t  s o m e  o f  t h e  A r g u - 
men t s  o f f e r ’d  f o r  t h e  P e op l e,  d o  b e l o n g  i n  c ommon  t o
 F 4 them
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t h e m  a n d  t h e i r  M i n i s t e r s ;  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  i f  M r , 
Hoad ly  w i l l  app i y  h imse l f  he re  a l s o  to  the  Min i - 
s t e r s ,  I  h ave  no th i ng  t o  s ay  a g a i n s t  i t ,  p rov i d ed 
he  w i l l  bu t  ob se r ve,  th a t  suppo s ing  the  Ecc l e s i a - 
s t i c a l  Impo s i t i on s  do  re a l l y  d ep r ive  t he s e  Peop l e 
o f  t h e i r  u n d o u b t e d  R i g h t s ,  t h ey  a r e  n o t  b o u n d 
t o  r e n o u n c e  t h e m ,  e v e n  t h o ’ t h e i r  M i n i s t e r s 
s h o u l d  n o t  s t a n d  u p  i n  t h e i r  D e f e n c e :  a n d  t h a t 
t h ey  a re  a s  much  ob l i g ’d  t o  t a ke  t h e i r  Mea su re s 
f rom the  Word  o f  God ,  fo l low the i r  Consc i ence s , 
a n d  a c t  a g r e e a b l y  t o  t h e  b e s t  L i g h t  t h ey  h ave , 
even as their Ministers.

I t  wa s  P l e a d e d  by  m a n y  o f  t h e  Pe o p l e ,  t h a t 
they  had  rece iv ’d  con s ide r ab l e  bene f i t  by  the  La- 
bou r s  o f  t h e  M in i s t e r s  who  we re  E j e c t e d .  They 
had had much of  the  Pre sence  o f  God under  the i r 
M in i s t r a t i on s ;  t h ey  h a d  f ound  t h e i r  G i f t s  s u i t a - 
b l e  t o  t h e m ,  a n d  a d a p t e d  t o  d o  g o o d  a m o n g 
t h e m ;  a n d  h a d  e x p e r i e n c ’d  t h e i r  r e a d i n e s s  t o 
wa t c h  f o r  t h e i r  S o u l s ;  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  we r e  n o t 
f r e e  t o  f o r s a ke  t h e m ,  a n d  a d h e re  t o  t h o s e  w h o 
c ame  in  the i r  p l a ce s ,  a s  to  whom they  had  no t  a 
l i ke  P ro s p e c t .  T h i s  A r g u m e n t ,  M r .  H o a d l y  s a y s , 
i s  produc’d to l i t t le  purpose, unless to make up the num- 
b e r .  I  A n s we r ,  i t  i s  p r o d u c ’d  i n  o r d e r  t o  t h e 
Ju s t i f i c a t i on  o f  t ho s e  who  we re  i n  t he  Ca s e  t h a t 
i s  h e re  rep re s en t ed .  And  i t  i s  no t  an  e a s i e  t h ing 
to prove i t  would not  jus t i f ie  them in the s ight  o f 
God.  How l i t t l e  doe s  i t  s i gn i f i e  to  p lead ,  t h a t  t h e 
E j e c t e d  M i n i s t e r s  d i d  n o t  c o n f i n e  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  t h e 
v e r y  p l a c e s  w h e n c e  t h e y  w e r e  E j e c t e d ?  H ow  c o u l d 
they,  when  the  F ive  Mi l e  Ac t ,  w i th  so  much  Se- 
ve r i t y  d rove  t h em  away  f rom  t h en c e ?  And  wha t 
i f  s o m e  A m o n g  t h e  D i s s e n t e r s  h a v e  u p o n  O c c a s i - 
on  f o r s o ok  t h e i r  Pa s t o r s  on  t h e  a c c oun t  o f  l i t t l e  D i f - 
f e r e n c e s  o r  g r o m d l e s s  D i s s a t i s f a c t i o n ?  a n d  w h a t 
i f  they  have  been  he re in  to  b l ame?  doe s  i t  the re- 
f o re  f o l l ow,  t h a t  t h ey  who  adhe r ’d  t o  t h e i r  f o r -
  mer
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mer  Pa s to r s  on  the  Accoun t  o f  t he  Bene f i t ,  t hey 
r e c e i v ’d  u n d e r  t h e i r  M i n i s t r y,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h ey 
wou ld  f o l l ow  tho s e  t h a t  we re  ob t r uded  on  t h em 
i n  t h e i r  r o o m ,  s i n n ’ d  i n  s o  d o i n g ?  A n d 
wha t  i f  t he  Peop l e  don ’t  e xp r e s s  t h e  l e a s t  r e a d i n e s s 
t o  c on f o rm t o  t h e  Chu r c h  o f  Eng l and ,  any  mo r e,  a f t e r 
t h e  Depa r tu r e  o r  Dea th  o f  t h e i r  E j e c t ed  Min i s t e r  t han 
b e f o r e ?  D o e s  i t  t h e r e f o r e  f o l l o w  t h e y  w e r e 
bound  t o  h ave  l e f t  t h e i r  E j e c t ed  Min i s t e r  unde r 
whom they  h ad  con s i d e r ab l y  p ro f i t e d ,  wh i l e  t h e 
P rov i d e n c e  o f  G o d  c o n t i nu ’d  h i m  a m o n g  t h e m , 
a n d  t o  h a ve  a d h e r ’d  t o  o n e  t h a t  c a m e  i n  h i s 
r o o m ,  u n d e r  w h o m  t h ey  c o u l d  f i n d  n o  r e a s o n 
f o r  a  l i k e  E x p e c t a t i o n ?  B u t  t h e  G e n t l e m a n ’s 
a rgu ing  in  th i s  and  some o ther  p l ace s ,  looks  a s  i f 
h e  app rehended  i t  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  Peop l e  who 
adhe r ’d  to  the  E j ec t ed  Min i s t e r s ,  upon  the i r  Re- 
m ova l  o r  D e a t h ,  t o  f a l l  i n  w i t h  t h e  E s t a b l i s h t 
C h u r c h ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  t h e  e v i d e n c i n g  t h ey  we r e 
s i nce re  i n  the i r  s ep a r a t i ng  upon  such  Rea son s  a s 
we re  a l l edg ’d ,  wh i ch  t o  me  appe a r s  an  odd  F an- 
c y,  a n d  ye t  t h i s  i s  t h e  n a t u r a l  L a n g u a g e  o f  h i s 
nex t  Que r y.  When  d o  w e  f i n d  any  o f  t h em  t h a t  a r e 
n o t  m o r e  r e a dy,  a t  s u c h  a  t im e,  t o  t r u s t  t h e  c a r e  o f 
t h e i r  Sou l s  w i th  Di s s en t ing  Pa s t o r s,  t o  whom th ey  a r e 
s t range r s,  and as  to  whom they a r e  a t  be s t  in  g r ea t  un- 
ce r ta inty,  than to re turn to  the Communion o f  the Esta- 
b l i s h t  Chu r c h ?  Bu t  how  doe s  t h i s  a f f e c t  t h e  A r - 
g u m e n t  p ro p o s ’d ?  A l a s !  S i r ,  M o s t  o f  t h e  Pe o - 
p l e  w h o m  yo u  h e re  r e f e r  t o,  n eve r  we re  o f  t h e 
Es t a b l i s h t  Chu r c h ,  a nd  t h e re f o re  c an ’t  b e  s a i d  t o 
r e t u r n  t o  i t .  And  t ho ’ when  t he i r  f o r me r  Pa s t o r s 
d y ’d ,  o r  w e r e  f o r c ’d  f r o m  t h e m ,  t h e  A r g u - 
m e n t  d r aw n  f ro m  t h e  Pe r s o n a l  B e n e f i t  t h ey  r e - 
c e i v ’d  u n d e r  t h e i r  M i n i s t r y  c e a s ’d ,  ye t  i t  d o e s 
n o t  f o l l ow,  b u t  t h e r e  m i g h t  b e  o t h e r  b i n d i n g 
Reasons  tha t  shou ld  obl ige  them ra ther  to  choose 
o ther  Pa s to r s  fo r  themse lve s ,  than  to  acqu ie sce  in
  the
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t he  Lega l  P rov i s i on ?  and  the s e  Rea son s  come  a f - 
t e r wa r d s  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r ’d .  H a d  I  b e e n  l i v i n g , 
a nd  a  P r iva t e  Pe r s on  i n  16 62 ,  a nd  b e en  unde r  a 
P i o u s  M i n i s t e r ,  by  w h o s e  L a b o u r s  I  h a d  c o n s i - 
d e r ab l y  p ro f i t ed ,  and  f ound  h im  tu r n ’d  ou t ,  and 
h i s  P l a ce  e i the r  un supp ly ’d ,  o r  so  i l l  s upp ly ’d ,  a s 
tha t  I  cou ld  d i s ce r n  l i t t l e  re a son  to  hope  fo r  due 
M i n i s t e r i a l  A s s i s t a n c e  i n  my  way  t o  H e ave n ,  I 
shou ld  have  though t ,  I  m igh t  s a f e l y  have  adhe r ’d 
t o  my  f o r me r  Pa s t o r  f o r  t h i s  Re a s on :  Even  t ho ’ 
I  s h o u l d  y i e l d ,  t h a t  o t h e r  C o n s i d e r a t i o n s  we r e 
nece s s a r y  to  j u s t i f i e  my  jo in ing  i n  the  cho i ce  o f 
a n o t h e r  M i n i s t e r  a f t e r  t h e  D e a t h  o f  my  f o r m e r 
Pa s t o r ,  u p o n  s u p p o s i t i o n ,  t h a t  h e  t h a t  c a m e  i n 
h i s  room ,  wa s  r e a l l y  a  we l l - qu a l i f y ’d ,  s ob e r  a nd 
P i o u s  M a n .  T h i s  A r g u m e n t ,  s a y s  M r .  H o a d l y , 
can be  o f  l i t t l e  use  as  to  the  pre sent  s ta te  o f  the  Cause . 
I t  i s  i n  t he  f i r s t  p l a c e  to  be  con s i de r ’d ,  whe the r 
i t  wou ld  ju s t i f i e  the  Peop le  in  1662 ,  fo r  adher ing 
to  the i r  E j ec t ed  Pa s to r s .  Tha t  wa s  wha t  they  ap- 
p rehended ,  whe re  t h e  Ca s e  wa s  s t a t e d ,  a s  i s  r e - 
p re s en ted ;  and  I  mus t  con fe s s ,  I  ag ree  wi th  them 
i n  t h a t  A p p re h e n s i o n ,  a n d  c a n ’t  f i n d  a ny  t h i n g 
m a t e r i a l  a l l e d g ’d ,  t o  d i s p r ove  i t .  I t  i s  b u t  o f 
a  s e c o n d a r y  C o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  h ow  f a r  t h i s  A r g u - 
men t  may  b e  o f  u s e  a s  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t a t e  o f  t h e 
C a u s e ;  t h o ’ eve n  t h e r e  i t  m ay  t h u s  f a r  h ave  i t s 
we i gh t ;  t h a t  u pon  s uppo s i t i on  a ny  Pe r s on s  h ave 
f ound  t h e  M in i s t r y  o f  t h e  Di s s e n t e r s  r ema r k ab l y 
b l e s s ’d  o f  God ,  t o  t h e i r  S an c t i f i c a t i on  a nd  Ed i - 
f i c a t i o n ,  I  c a n ’t  s e e  h ow  t h ey  c a n  f o r s a ke  s u c h 
M i n i s t e r s ,  f o r  o t h e r s ,  w h o s e  I g n o r a n c e  o r  I m - 
m o r a l i t y  w o u l d  l e a v e  n o  r o o m  f o r  a n y  s u c h 
Hopes  or  Expec ta t ions ;  and there  a re  o ther  th ings 
a l s o  t h a t  o f f e r ,  und e r  t h e  f o l l ow ing  A r gumen t s , 
t h a t  d e s e r ve  t o  b e  we l l  c o n s i d e r ’d —  B u t ,  s a y s 
Mr.  Hoad ly ,  I t s  p l a in  the  Peop l e  th ink  no t  th emse l ve s 
obl iged in Consc i ence  cons tant ly  to  a t t end upon the Mi-
  nistry
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n i s t r y  o f  t h a t  P e r s o n ,  f r om  whom  t h e y  h a v e  ow e  r e - 
c e i v ’d  B e n e f i t .  I  a n swe r,  I t  i s  no t  n e c e s s a r y  t h ey 
s hou ld ;  f o r  i t  i s  no  impo s s i b l e  t h i ng ,  f o r  Peop l e 
t o  r e c e i ve  B e n e f i t  by  o n e ,  w h o  m ay  a f t e r wa rd s 
f a l l  s o  f ou l l y,  a s  t h a t  i t  wou l d  b e  s c and a l ou s  t o 
a t t e n d  a n y  l o n g e r  u p o n  h i s  M i n i s t r y.  T h a t 
a l one  may  be  a  j u s t  re a s on ,  t h a t  may  va c a t e  any 
Obl i g a t ion  to  a  Cons t an t  A t t endance  on  the  Mi- 
n i s t r y  o f  a  Pe r s o n ,  f ro m  w h o m  t h ey  h ave  o n c e 
re c e iv ’d  Bene f i t :  And  i t  wou ld  be  t h e  l i ke,  s up - 
po s e  h e  i s  r emov ’d  f rom  t h em by  a  c l e a r  P rov i - 
d e n t i a l  C a l l ;  o r  t h ey  f ro m  h i m .  B u t  s u p p o s i n g 
t h i s ,  i t  by  no  me an s  f o l l ow s ,  t h a t  Peop l e  ough t 
n o t  t o  p r e f e r  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  o n e  f ro m  w h o m 
t h ey  h ave  r e c e i v ’d  B e n e f i t ,  t o  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f 
a n o t h e r ,  f ro m  w h o m  t h ey  h ave  n o  r e a s o n  f o r  a 
l i ke  Expec t a t i on ,  whe re  P rov idence  g ive s  t hem a 
Cho i c e .  I t  i s  p l a i n ,  h e  s ay s .  Tha t  m any  Con s i d e - 
r a t i o n s  o f  l e s s e r  Mom en t  t h a n  t h e  P e a c e  a n d  Un i t y 
o f  t h e  Chu r c h ,  d o  i ndu c e  t h em t o  l e a ve  a  Pa s t o r  who 
hath been use fu l  to  them, and at tend upon one to  whom 
t h e y  a r e  s t a n g e r s .  I  c an ’t  t e l l  bu t  t h i s  may  s ome- 
t imes  be  t r ue.  I f  a  Man tha t  ha s  cons iderably  pro- 
f i t ed  unde r  t he  Min i s t e r  o f  any  p a r t i cu l a r  p l a c e, 
c a n  n o  l o n g e r  c o n t i n u e  c o nve n i e n t l y  i n  t h a t 
p l a c e ;  b u t  h a s  t h e  P r o s p e c t  o f  f o l l ow i n g  h i s 
wo r l d l y  B u s i n e s s ,  a n d  s u p p o r t i n g  h i s  F a m i l y  t o 
b e t t e r  a d va n t a g e  e l s ew h e r e ,  I  c a n ’t  t e l l ,  bu t  i t 
may  in  some Case s  be  h i s  Duty,  upon tha t  Cons i - 
de ra t ion ,  to  remove,  tho ’ in  so  do ing  he  i s  fo rc ’d 
to  l e ave  h i s  f o r mer  Pa s to r,  and  a t t end  upon  one, 
t o  whom he  wa s  compa r a t ive l y  a  s t r a nge r,  mak - 
ing  a s  good a  Choice  a s  he  can  fo r  h imse l f  under 
t h i s  C h a n g e .  T h i s  i s  a  C o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  I  g r a n t ,  o f 
l e s se r  Moment than the Peace  and Uni ty o f  the  Church, 
and  ye t  i t  d o e s  n o t  f o l l ow,  t h a t  e ven  P ea c e  and  Un i - 
t y ,  ( e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  a n  A g r e e m e n t  i n  N i c e t i e s 
a n d  Fo r m a l i t i e s  h a s  t h a t  N a m e  g i ve n  i t )  c o u l d
  justifie
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ju s t i f i e  any  Men in  haza rd ing  the i r  Sou l s ,  a s  they 
mud  have  done  in  many  Ca s e s ,  h ad  they  i n  16 62 
l e f t  the i r  fo r mer  Pa s to r s  fo r  those  who succeeded 
them.

A n d  w h e n  h e  a d d s  f a r t h e r ,  I t  i s  p l a i n ,  i f  t h i s 
A r g u m e n t  w e r e  w h o l l y  wa n t i n g ,  t h e r e  w o u l d  n o t  b e 
a  D i s s e n t e r  t h e  l e s s  i n  En g l a n d ,  h e  mu s t  g ive  me 
l e a v e  t o  b e  o f  a n o t h e r  m i n d .  F o r  I  a m  we l l 
a s sur ’d  there  had been ver y  few Dis senter s  in  Eng- 
l a nd ,  i f  t h i s  A rgumen t  h ad  been  who l l y  wan t ing . 
Fo r  l e t  wo rd s  b e  mu l t i p l y ’d  eve r  s o  l o n g ,  t wa s 
t h e  B e n e f i t  t h e  Pe o p l e  a p p r e h e n d e d  ( a t  l e a s t ) 
t h e y  h a d  r e c e i v ’d  b y  t h e i r  A t t e n d a n c e  o n  t h e 
E j e c t e d  M i n i s t e r s  t h a t  e n g a g ’d  t h e m  t o  a d h e r e 
to  them in  16 62 .  I t  i s  t he  s ame  i s  t he  Rea son  a t 
t h i s  D ay,  w i t h  t h o s e  t h a t  A c t  u p o n  a  P r i n c i p l e 
i n  a d h e r i n g  t o  t h e i r  s u c c e s s o r s :  A n d  i f  t h i s 
come s  t o  f a i l ,  I  s h a l l  no t  wonde r  i f  t h e  Numbe r 
o f  t h e  D i s s e n t e r s  c o n s i d e r a b l y  d e c r e a s e s ,  a n d 
t h e y  c o m e  t o  n o t h i n g .  B u t  t i l l  t h e n ,  t h e r e  i s 
n o  g r e a t  d a n g e r ,  u n l e s s  we  s h o u l d  b e  s o  h a p py 
a s  to  f i x  on  such  a  Ba s i s  a s  to  l e ave  no  room fo r 
a  R a t i o n a l  d a t e d  D i s s e n t .  W h y  t h e r e f o r e  h e 
shon ld  s ay  i t ’s  p l a in  t ha t  t h e  Argumen t  i s  weak ,  and 
o f  n o  g r e a t  A c c o u n t  i n  t h e  j u d g m e n t  o f  o u r  P e o p l e 
t h e m s e l v e s ,  I  c a nno t  s e e :  When  i t  i s  t h e  A pp re - 
h e n s i o n  o f  B e n e f i t ,  by  w h i c h  t h o s e  w h o  A c t e d 
upon a  Pr inc ip le  were  rea l l y  swayd  both  fo r mer ly 
and  l a t e l y,  i n  adhe r ing  to  t he  s i l enc ’d  Min i s t e r s , 
and  tho s e  who  succeed  them.  A t  l e a s t  when  th i s 
i s  so l emn ly  p ro f e s s ’d  by  Pe r son s  tha t  have  a l l  t he 
Appea r ance  a s  c an  be  de s i r ’d  o f  b e ing  s obe r  and 
Consc i en t iou s ,  I  c an ’t  s e e  how Cons i s t en t l y  w i th 
Charity, it can be call’d in question.

B u t  l e t ’ s  s e e  h i s  C o n t r a r y  A r g u m e n t . 
I t  r u n s  t h u s ;  I f  t h e  P e o p l e  d o  n o t  j u d g e  t h e m - 
selves oblig’d in Conscience never to forsake that
  Teacher,
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Tea c h e r,  t h e  B en e f i t  o f  wh o s e  La b ou r s,  a nd  s u i t a b l e - 
n e s s  o f  who s e  Gi f t s  t h ey  have  exp e r i e n c ’d ,  t h ey  c ou l d 
not be obl iged in Consc ience to s t i ck to thei r  own Ejected 
M i n t s t e r s .  W h i c h  i s  a s  i f  a  M a n  s h o u l d  h a v e 
app l y ’d  h imse l f  t o  t he  hone s t  Peop l e  o f  Taun t on , 
who had so g reat  a  Respect  (and that  so deser ved- 
l y )  f o r  Mr.  J o s e p h  A l l e i n ,  a nd  made  a  Sp e e ch  t o 
t h e m  t o  t h i s  p u r p o s e :  Tr u l y  F r i e n d s ,  i f  yo u r 
Consc iences  wi l l  ever  l e t  you for s ake  your  Teach- 
e r,  t h e  Bene f i t  o f  who s e  L abou r s ,  a nd  Su i t a b l e - 
ne s s  o f  whose  G i f t s  you  have  expe r i enc ’d ;  i f  you 
c an  do  i t  when  he ’s  f o rc i b l y  s ep a r a t ed  f rom you 
many  Mi le s ;  i f  your  Consc ience  can  l e t  you  l eave 
h i m ,  w h e n  h e  l i e s  s t i f l i n g  i n  a  P r i s o n  f o r  yo u r 
s a ke s ;  t h e n  t r u l y  yo u  c a n ’t  b e  o b l i g ’d  i n  C o n - 
s c i e n c e  t o  s t i c k  t o  h i m  a t  a l l .  Wo u l d  t h ey  n o t 
r e a d i l y  i n  s u c h  a  C a s e  h ave  A n swe r ’d :  I f  h e  i s 
f o rc i b l y  s e p e r a t ed  f rom  u s  we  c an ’t  h e l p  i t :  Bu t 
a s  l o n g  a s  we  c a n  h ave  a ny  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  a t - 
t end ing  on  the  Min i s t r a t ion s  o f  one  under  whom 
we  have  f ound  so  much  o f  t he  p re s ence  o f  God , 
we  th ink  our  s e l ve s  bound  in  Consc i ence  to  em- 
b r a c e  i t .  I  mu s t  n e e d s  ow n  I  t h i n k  t h e  A n swe r 
had been abundantly sufficient.

He  goe s  on :  Muc h  l e s s  a r e  t h e y  o b l i g ’d  i n  Con - 
s c i e n c e  t o  j oy n  t h em s e l v e s  t o  o t h e r s,  wh o s e  Ab i l i t i e s 
a r e  unknown  t o  t h em,  i n  oppo s i t i on  t o  t h e  Chu r c h  o f 
Eng l and .  I  an swer,  when  the  Chur c h  o f  Eng l and  so 
m i s e r ab l y  t re a t ed  t he i r  Wor thy  P re a che r  whom I 
n am’d  be fo re,  t he re  wa s  ve r y  l i t t l e  re a son  to  ex- 
pec t  t he  Hone s t  Peop l e  o f  t h a t  Town who  had  a 
pecul iar  Venerat ion for him, should f a l l  in with the 
Publ ick  Es tabl i shment  tha t  encourag ’d  such sever i- 
t y,  t owa rd s  Pe r s o n s  s o  E m i n e n t  f o r  t h e i r  P i e t y 
a n d  U s e f u l n e s s .  A n d  w i t h a l ,  s u p p o s e  t h e y  h a d 
so f ar s tudy’d the Controver sy,  as  to be convinc’d i t 
wa s  the i r  Duty  to  bea r  Wi tne s s  aga in s t  tho se  Im-
  positions
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po r t i on s  wh i ch  we re  suppo r t ed  by  the  E s t ab l i s h - 
men t ,  t h ey  m igh t  b e  o b l i g e d  i n  Con s c i e n s e  t o  j oy n 
t h e m s e l v e s  t o  o t h e r  M i n i s t e r s ,  w h e n  t h o s e  u n d e r 
whom t h ey  h a d  f o r me r l y  p ro f i t e d  we re  r e mov ’d 
f rom  t h em  by  Imp r i s onmen t  o r  De a t h ;  a nd  t h a t 
even tho’ the i r  Abi l i t i e s  were  unknown to  them ,  Com- 
p a r a t i ve l y  t o  t h o s e  o f  t h e i r  f o r m e r  M i n i s t e r s : 
w h i l e  ye t  t h e y  m i g h t  h ave  s u c h  Tr i a l  o f  t h e m 
a s  might  be  su f f i c i en t  to  the i r  Sa t i s f ac t ion .  When 
t h e n  h e  s ay s  t h i s  i s  t h e  C o n s t a n t  P r a c t i c e  o f  t h e 
Di s sen te r s  upon  th e  Dea th  o r  Depa r tu r e  o f  t h e i r  Old 
Pas to r ;  I  don’t  see  tha t  what  he charges  them with 
i s  a t  a l l  blamewor thy;  or  incons i s tent  with thi s  Ar- 
gument.  For they might  ver y wel l  prefer  being un- 
der their former Pastor s ,  under whom they had pro. 
f i t ed ,  to  the  coming under  the  Conduct  o f  S t r an- 
ge r s ,  when  they  had  the i r  cho i c e ;  and  ye t  m igh t 
choose,  those who before were comparat ively s tran- 
ger s  to them, when there was  no poss ib i l i ty  of  en- 
j o y i n g  t h e i r  f o r m e r  P a s t o r s  a n y  L o n g e r .  B u t 
h e  a s k s ,  w h o m  o f  Yo u r  L a i t y  w i l l  t h i s  A r g u m e n t 
v i n d i c a t e ?  I  a n swe r  a l l  t h o s e  a m o n g  t h e  Pe o p l e 
in  1662  who adher ’d  to  the i r  fo r mer  Pa s to r s ,  tho ’ 
Leg a l l y  E j e c t ed ,  upon  the  Accoun t  o f  t h e  Bene- 
f i t  t h ey  h a d  r e c e iv ’d  unde r  t h e i r  M i n i s t r y :  A n d 
the  Pos te r i t y  a l so  o f  tho se  Peop le  who have  been 
t ra in ’d  up under  the Mini s t r y  of  these  e jec ted Mi- 
n i s t e r s  a n d  t h e i r  S u c c e s s o r s ,  a s  f a r  a s  t h ey  a r e 
rea l l y  in f luenc ’d  by  the  bene f i t  they  have  rece iv ’d 
i n  t h e i r  a dhe r i n g  t o  t h em .  I f  h e  t h i nk s  t h i s  A r - 
g umen t  wan t s  t h e  f o r c e  w e  s u pp o s e  t o  b e  i n  i t ,  i t  i s 
e i t h e r  b e c a u s e  h e  d o e s  n o t  t a ke  i t  r i g h t l y,  o r 
won’t  a l low a  due  s t re s s  to  be  l a id  on the  bene f i - 
c i a lne s s  o f  a  Min i s t r y  to  the  Sou l s  o f  the  Peop l e 
c o n c e r n ’d .  Fo r  o u r  p a r t ,  we  d o n ’t  ( a s  f a r  a s  I 
c an  pe rce ive )  app ly  i t  t o  a  p ra c t i c e  n o t  a g r e e a b l e  t o 
ou r  Rep r e s en t a t i on ;  we  on ly  ho ld  i t  to  be  o f  fo rce 
where  the  ca se  i s  a s  i t  i s  rep re sen ted ,  i .  e.  where
  Persons,
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Pe r s o n s ,  w h o  a r e  c o m p e t e n t  Ju d g e s ,  a p p r e h e n d 
r e a l  s p i r i t u a l  B e n e f i t ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e  b e s t  a r g u - 
m e n t  i n  t h e  Wo r l d  f o r  a d h e re n c e  t o  a ny  M i n i - 
s t r y.  And tho’ i t  i s  ver y  pos s ible  i t  may be  abus ’d , 
ye t  t h a t  i s  no  a r gumen t  i t  i s  no t  o f  con s i de r ab l e 
f o rc e,  whe re  t h e  Bene f i t  i s  re a l .  Bu t  t h a t  wh i ch 
he  s eems  to  l ay  mos t  s t re s s  upon ,  i s  t h i s ;  Tha t  i f 
any  Cons i d e ra t i on s  c an  b e  o f  f o r c e  enough  t o  i ndu c e  a 
M a n  t o  l e a v e  o n e  Pa s t o r,  a n d  g o  o v e r  t o  a n o t h e r, 
( t h o ’ h e  h a v e  p r o f i t e d  b y  t h e  o n e  h e r e t o f o r e ,  a n d 
knows  l i t t l e  o f  th e  o the r )  c e r t a in ly  th e  c on s id e ra t i on  o f 
P e a c e  and  Love  a r e  o f  a l l  t h e  mo s t  f o r c i b l e,  and  may 
b e  s u p p o s ’d ,  mo r e  t h a n  a ny  o t h e r s,  s o  d i s c h a r g e  h im 
f r om  h i s  g r e a t  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  a t t e n d  f o r  e v e r  u p on  t h e 
Min i s t r y  o f  on e  P e r s on  who  ha t h  b e en  u s e f u l  t o  h im . 
I  a n s we r .  P e a c e  a n d  L o v e ,  w i t h o u t  d o u b t ,  a r e 
much  t o  b e  con s i d e r ’d  a s  t h ey  l i e  i n  t h e  t empe r 
o f  t h e  M i n d ,  b u t  n o t  s o  m u c h  a l w a y s  a s  t h e 
comply ing  wi th  such  o r  such  For ma l i t i e s  i s  made 
the  ind i c a t ion  o f  a  peaceab l e  and  lov ing  Temper, 
w h i c h  m a y  b e  m a i n t a i n ’d  w i t h o u t  i t .  I n  t h e 
f o r m e r  s e n s e  t h e re  i s  n o  i n c o n s i s t e n c y  b e t we e n 
P e a c e  a n d  L o v e ,  a n d  t h e  a d h e r i n g  t o  a n  e j e c t e d 
Min i s t e r,  whose  Labour s  have  been  found  p ro f i t - 
a b l e .  A  M a n  m i g h t  d o  s o ,  a n d  y e t  h a v e  a l l 
t h a t  Pe a c e a b l e n e s s  a n d  L ove  i n  h i s  B r e a s t  t o - 
wa rd s  t h o s e  w h o  a t t e n d e d  o n  t h e  n ew  M i n i s t e r 
t h e n  s e n t  by  t h e  G ove r n m e n t ,  a s  t h e  Wo rd  o f 
G o d  r e q u i r e s .  A n d  I  d o u b t  n o t  b u t  i t  wa s  s o 
i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  m a ny  o f  t h e  D i s s e n t e r s .  A n d  f o r 
my  p a r t  I  mu s t  d e c l a r e ,  I  c a nno t  s e e  t h a t  P e a c e 
and  Love  we re  any  th ing  nea r  so  much  conce r n ’d 
on  t he  s i d e  o f  t ho s e  who  we re  dep r iv ’d  o f  t h e i r 
u s e f u l  Pa s t o r s ,  a s  t h i s  R e p r e s e n t a t i o n  s u p p o s e s 
a n d  t a ke s  f o r  g r a n t e d .  To  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  m a t t e r 
I ’ l l  make  a  p a r a l l e l  Suppo s i t i on .  L e t  u s  s uppo s e 
t h a t  i n  t h i s  Na t i on ,  f o r  s ome  t ime,  a l l  h ad  been 
le f t  to  the i r  l iber ty  to  choose  what  Phys ic ian they
  pleas’d



80[80] A Defence of Part III.

p l e a s ’d  t o  h ave  t h e  c a re  o f  t h e i r  Bod i e s ;  a nd  on 
a  s u d d e n  a  L aw  i s  m a d e .  T h a t  a l l  t h e  Pe o p l e , 
u n d e r  g r e a t  Pe n a l t i e s ,  s h a l l  b e  c o n t e n t e d  w i t h 
those  Phys ic i ans  tha t  the  S ta te  prov ided for  them. 
I f  t h e  Pe o p l e  h a d  b e f o r e  r e c e i v ’d  r e a l  b e n e f i t 
f rom the i r  own  Phy s i c i an s ,  I  c an ’t  s e e  they  we re 
o b l i g ’d  t o  l e ave  t h e m  f o r  t h e  P hy s i c i a n s  o f  t h e 
S t a t e .  I t  m i g h t  j u s t l y  c o n t r i bu t e  mu c h  t o  t h e i r 
s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  t h a t  t h e  P hy s i c i a n s  t h ey  h a d  b e e n 
u sed  to  were  a cqua in t ed  wi th  the i r  Cons t i tu t ion , 
and so knew how to sui t  their  Prescr ipt ions  accor- 
d i n g l y,  a n d  t h ey  h a d  f o u n d  s u c c e s s  u n d e r  t h e m 
a n d  t h e r e f o r e  t h ey  wo u l d  a c t  bu t  r a t i o n a l l y  i n 
d e t e r m in i n g  t o  a dh e re  t o  t h em .  L e t  i t  b e  u r g ’d 
on these  Per sons ,  That  th ey  c an  l eave  th e i r  o ld  Phy- 
s i c i a n s,  i n  s om e  c a s e s,  a n d  h a v e  o f t e n  c h a n g e d ;  a n d 
the r e fo r e,  why shou ld  no t  they do  i t  in  compl iance  wi th 
A u t h o r i t y ?  I t  we r e  e a s i e  f o r  t h e m  t o  a n s we r . 
Tha t  t ho ’ t h ey  c an ’t  t e l l  how they  cou l d  b e  d e - 
b a r r ’d  o f  a  l i b e r t y  o f  l e av i n g  t h e m  f o r  o t h e r s , 
w h e n  t h e y  h a d  r e a l  r e a s o n  f o r  a  c h a n g e ;  y e t 
tha t  the  bene f i t  they  had  rece iv ’d  f rom them wa s 
s u f f i c i e n t  r e a s o n  t o  ke e p  t h e m  f ro m  c h a n g i n g , 
wh i l e  they  had  no t  a  l i ke  p ro spec t  in  the  c a s e  o f 
t ho s e  i n t o  who s e  h and s  t h ey  we re  t o  pu t  t h em- 
s e l ve s .  A n d  s u p p o s i n g  i t  f a r t h e r  u r g ’d .  T h a t  i f 
any Cons ide ra t ions  cou ld  be  o f  f o r c e  enough to  induce  a 
Man  t o  l e a v e  o n e  Phy s i c i a n  a n d  g o  o v e r  t o  a n o t h e r, 
tho ’ he  had  p ro f i t ed  by  the  one,  and  knew l i t t l e  o f  the 
o t h e r,  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  P e a c e  a n d  L o v e  o u g h t  t o 
b e  o f  a l l  t h e  m o s t  f o r c e a b l e ,  & c .  T h e y  m i g h t 
s a f e l y  r e p l y.  T h a t  t h ey  w h o  m a d e  a  c o m p l i a n c e 
w i t h  t h e  W i l l ,  n a y  t h e  H u m o u r  o f  o t h e r s ,  i n 
such  th ing s  a s  the se,  nece s s a r y  to  the  ma in ta in ing 
P e a c e  a n d  L o v e ,  l e f t  I n f e r i o u r s  a t  t h e  m e rc y  o f 
the i r  Supe r iou r s ,  t o  the  haz a rd  no t  on ly  o f  the i r 
L i b e r t y,  bu t  t h e i r  S a f e t y  t oo.  The  l i ke  a l s o  may 
b e  s a i d  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  M in i s t e r s .  Pe a c e  a nd  Lov e
  is
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i s  no  s t r ange r  an  Argumen t  i n  one  c a s e  th an  the 
o the r ;  n ay  i t  i s  re a l l y  t h e  weake r,  by  how much 
t h e  we l f a r e  o f  t h e  S o u l  i s  m o re  t o  b e  r e g a rd e d 
t h a n  t h e  h e a l t h  o f  t h e  B o d y .  A n d  w h e n 
Mr.  Hoad ly  add s .  Tha t  an  e j ec ted  Min i s t e r  migh t , 
tho ’ s i l enc ’d ,  s t i l l  b e  u s e f u l  among  h i s  Peop le  i n  a 
m o r e  p r i v a t e  w a y ;  h e  s e e m s  t o  h a ve  f o r g o t t e n , 
wha t  c a re  wa s  t a ken ,  by  t h e  Ox f o rd  Ac t  t o  p re - 
vent it.

I t  hav ing  been  s a id ,  Tha t  the  Peop le  cou ld  no t 
f o r b e a r  p r e f e r r i n g  t h e  L a b o u r s  o f  t h o s e  M i n i s t e r s, 
t h e  s u i t a b l e n e s s  o f  wh o s e  G i f t s,  a n d  who s e  r e a d i n e s s 
t o  wa t c h  f o r  t h e i r  S ou l s,  t h e y  had  exp e r i e n c ’d ,  b e f o r e 
o t h e r s  t h a t  c am e  i n  t h e i r  p l a c e s,  t o  wh om  t h e y  w e r e 
s t r a n g e r s,  a n d  a s  t o  w h om  t h e y  w e r e  a t  t h e  b e s t  i n 
g r e a t  u n c e r t a i n t y :  H e  m i g h t i l y  h a r p s  u p o n  t h i s . 
T h a t  t h e  e s t a b l i s h ’d  M i n i s t e r s  t h a t  c a m e  i n  t h e 
room o f  t h e i r  f o r me r  Pa s t o r s ,  a re  rep re s en t ed  a s 
s t r a n g e r s  t o  t h e  Pe o p l e ,  a b o u t  w h o m  t h ey  we re 
a t  g r e a t  u n c e r t a i n t y :  H e  s ay s ,  T h e y  m i g h t  s t i l l  b e 
s e c u r e  i n  t h e i r  c o n s t a n t  a t t e n d a n c e  u p o n  t h e  p u b l i c k 
Wo r s h i p  i n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h ’d  Chu r c h ;  t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d 
m e e t  w i t h  a  S e r v i c e  f i t t e d  f o r  t h e  w o r s h i p  o f  G o d , 
a n d  t h e i r  o w n  E d i f i c a t i o n .  W h i c h  i s  w h a t  m a ny 
o f  t hem were  f a r  f rom be ing  s a t i s f y ’d  i n ;  be s i de s 
t h a t ,  s u n d r y  o f  t h e m  we re  l e f t  d e s t i t u t e  o f  a ny 
Min i s t r y  a t  a l l ,  t h e re  b e i ng  none  f o r  s ome  t ime 
sent  in  the p laces  o f  those  who were Ejected.  And 
t h o ’ h e  s a y s .  T h i s  ( o f  t h e  p u b l i c k  L i t u r g y  o r 
Se r v i c e )  i s  a l l  w e  a r e  c o n c e r n ’d  a b ou t ,  ye t  he  mus t 
a l l ow  me  t o  s ay,  Tha t  t h e s e  hone s t  Peop l e  we re 
c on c e r n ’d  abou t  many other  th ings  be s ide s  the  pub- 
l i c k  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  G o d  i n  P r a y e r : 
T h e y  t h o u g h t  i t  b e c a m e  t h e m  t o  b e  e a r n e s t l y 
conce r n ’d  abou t  the i r  be ing  in s t r uc t ed  f rom t ime 
t o  t i m e  i n  s o u n d  D o c t r i n e ,  a n d  t h a t  s u i t e d  t o 
the i r  d i f f e ren t  C i rcums t ance s ;  and  d i rec t ed  in  a l l 
t h e  s eve r a l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  d iv i n e  L i f e ;  a bou t  t h e i r
 G being
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b e i n g  f a i t h f u l l y  a d m o n i s h ’d  o f  t h e i r  D u t y  a n d 
D a n g e r ,  a s  n e e d  r e q u i r ’d ;  a b o u t  t h e i r  h a v i n g 
t h e  pu r i t y  o f  d iv i n e  I n s t i t u t i on s  kep t  up  among 
t h e m ;  a n d  a b o u t  t h e i r  h av i n g  a  g o o d  E x a m p l e 
f rom the i r  Min i s t e r s  t o  l e ad  t hem in  t he  way  t o 
Heaven,  a s  wel l  a s  good Ins t r uct ions ,  and the l ike. 
He  add s ,  The r e  i s  t h i s  a dva n t a g e  i n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h ’d 
way,  t h a t  a  Man  n e e d  n e t  b e  a  s t r a n g e r  t o  t h e  ma i n 
pa r t  o f  the  publ i c k  Worsh ip,  no r  in  the  l ea s t  unce r ta in- 
t y  a s  t o  t h a t .  Nor  indeed  cou ld  they  be  s t r ange r s 
t o  t h e  w h o l e  o f  t h e  p u b l i c k  Wo r s h i p ,  a s  m a - 
n a g ’d  by  t h e i r  M i n i s t e r s ,  u n d e r  w h o s e  L a b o u r s 
t h ey  h ad  f a c e  w i t h  d e l i gh t  a nd  p ro f i t .  Bu t  i f  i n 
t h i s  re s pec t  t h e re  wa s  any  advan t age  on  the  s i d e 
o f  t h e  E s t ab l i s hmen t ,  by  re a son  o f  t h e  s t a t e d  L i - 
t u r g y ,  i t  wa s  a n  a d va n t a g e  t h a t  wa s  m o r e  t h a n 
ou twe i gh ’d  by  t he  ob s e r vab l e  De f e c t ivene s s ,  d i s - 
o rd e r l y  R e p e t i t i o n s ,  a n d  o b n ox i o u s  E x p re s s i o n s 
o f  t h e  L i t u r g y  a s  t o  w h i c h ,  n o  r e l i e f  c o u l d  b e 
ob t a i n ’d  a f t e r  t h e  mo s t  s e r i ou s  Comp l a i n t s :  And 
by  t h e  u n c e r t a i n t y  t h ey  we re  i n  a s  t o  t h e  D o - 
c t r i n e ,  t h a t  wo u l d  b e  i n s t i l l ’d  i n t o  t h e m  by  a 
n ew  s e t  o f  M i n i s t e r s ,  w h o  i n  c o m p l a i s a n c e  t o 
t h o s e  t h a t  g a ve  t h e m  t h e i r  p l a c e s ,  we r e  m o r e 
l i ke l y,  many  o f  them,  to  s e t  themse lve s  to  undoe 
w h a t  t h e i r  f o r m e r  M i n i s t e r s  h a d  b e e n  d o i n g , 
t h a n  t o  c a r r y  o n  t h e  s a m e  Wo r k  a m o n g  t h e m . 
But  h i s  b r ie f  Repre senta t ion  o f  th i s  mat te r  in  the 
c l o s e ,  i s  ( a s  h e  s ay s  i n  ano the r  c a s e )  r a t h e r  B an - 
t e r  t h a n  A r g um en t .  Fo r  t h ey  d i d  no t  a r gu e  b a re - 
ly  f rom the i r  be ing  s t rang e r s  to  the  Min i s te r s  they 
we re  requ i r ’d  t o  s i t  unde r,  bu t  f rom the  b ene f i t 
r e c e i v ’d  u n d e r  t h e i r  f o r m e r  M i n i s t e r s ;  w h i c h 
b e i n g  s u p p o s ’d ,  t h e i r  b e i n g  s t r a n g e r s  t o  t h o s e 
tha t  were  to  come in  the i r  room,  on ly  he igh ten ’d 
t h e  A r g u m e n t .  Fo r  t h o ’ m o re  m i g h t  b e  s a i d  i n 
many  pa r t i cu l a r  c a s e s ,  ye t ,  I  mus t  con fe s s ,  t o  me 
I t  a ppe a r ’d  enough  t o  j u s t i f i e  t h e i r  l ay i ng  s t re s s
  on
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on  t he  b ene f i t  t h ey  h ad  re c e iv ’d  f rom the i r  f o r - 
mer  Min i s t e r s ,  tha t  they  found  no t  re a son  to  ex- 
p e c t  t h e  l i ke  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h o s e  t h a t  c a m e  i n 
t h e i r  p l a c e s ,  w h i c h  wa s  w h a t  wa s  i n t e n d e d  i n 
a n  i no f f e n s ive  way  t o  b e  i n t ima t ed  when  i t  wa s 
l a i d ,  They  we r e  s t r a n g e r s  t o  t h em ,  and  a t  un c e r t a i n - 
ty about them.

I n  s h o r t ,  i f  p ro f i t i n g  by  M i n i s t e r s  b e  a n  a r - 
gumen t  f o r  adhe r ing  to  them,  r a the r  th an  o the r s 
unde r  whom they  cou l d  no t  re a sonab l y  expec t  a 
l i k e  p ro f i t i n g ,  t h e n  h a d  m a ny  o f  t h e  Pe o p l e  a 
ve r y  good  a rgument  fo r  adher ing  to  the i r  e j ec ted 
Pa s t o r s :  And  t h i s  i s  wha t  I  c an ’t  s e e  Mr.  Hoad ly 
h a s  d i s p rov ’d .  A n d  i f  i t  wa s  a  g o o d  a r g u m e n t 
i n  t h e i r  c a s e ,  ’t i s  s o  a l s o  w h e re  a ny  h ave  b e e n 
b red  up  unde r  t h e s e  e j e c t ed  Min i s t e r s  a nd  t h e i r 
Successors, and found like benefit.

A n o t h e r  A r g u m e n t  u s e d  by  t h e  Pe o p l e  i n  d e - 
f e n c e  o f  t h e i r  a dhe ren c e  t o  t h e i r  a n c i en t  M in i - 
s t e r s ,  wa s  t h i s ;  T h a t  t h ey  we re  c a s t  o f f  w i t h o u t 
a n y  s u i t a b l e  C r i m e  a l l e d g ’d  a g a i n s t  t h e m .  A n d 
t h i s  wa s  a n  A r g u m e n t ,  w h i c h  I  h ave  b e e n  p e r - 
sona l l y  in fo r m’d  by  s eve r a l ,  t hey  l a i d  g re a t  s t re s s 
u p o n .  To  t h i s  h e  a n swe r s :  Yo u  y o u r  s e l v e s  w o u l d 
have  s ome  Es t a b l i s hmen t ,  nay  and  su c h  an  Es t a b l i s h - 
m en t  a s  w ou l d  i n e v i t a b ly  e x c l u d e  s om e  P e r s o n s,  a n d 
s u c h  a s  y o u  m ay  t h i n k  u s e f u l  a n d  l a b o r i o u s .  I  a n - 
swe r,  Some  we re  re a l l y  f o r  an  Es t a b l i s hmen t ,  a nd 
o the r s  no t ;  Bu t  t h e re  we re  bu t  f ew  among  them 
( a s  f a r  a s  I  c a n  d i s c e r n )  t h a t  we r e  f o r  s u c h  a n 
E s t a b l i s hmen t ,  a s  s hou l d  h ave  ex c l uded  any  we l l 
qua l i f y ’d ,  u s e fu l  and  l abo r iou s  Min i s t e r s  f rom a l l 
c a p a c i t y  o f  p u b l i c k  S e r v i c e .  O r  i f  t h e r e  we re  a ny 
t h a t  we r e  s o  s t i n t e d  by  a  r e g a r d  t o  a  P a r t y,  I 
h ave  n o t h i n g  t o  p l e a d  i n  t h e i r  v i n d i c a t i o n  o r 
e x c u s e :  B u t  I  a m  s a t i s f y ’d  t h ey  we re  n o t  m a ny. 
To  p roceed  then :  You  wou l d  ( s ay s  he )  have  Te r m s, 
and  s ome  Cond i t i on s  impo s ’d ,  by  wh i c h  a l l  why  c ome
 G 2 in

p. 86.



84[84] A Defence of Part III.

i n t o  t h e  E s t a b l i s hmen t  s h o u l d  b e  o b l i g ’d .  Undoub t - 
e d l y ;  a l l  t h a t  we r e  f o r  a n  E s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  m u s t 
be for  l imi t ing an admis s ion into the Mini s t r y  un- 
d e r  t h a t  E s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  t o  c e r t a i n  Te r m s  a n d 
Cond i t i on s ;  Bu t  t he  more  Gene r a l  and  t he  more 
S c r i p t u r a l  t h o s e  Te r m s  a n d  C o n d i t i o n s  we r e , 
’t i s  p l a i n  t h e  E s t a b l i s h m e n t  wo u l d  b e  t h e  m o re 
s a f e  and  l a s t i ng .  Bu t  s ay s  he.  Who s h a l l  b e  J u d g e s 
w h a t  Te r m s  a r e  p r o p e r ?  S h a l l  n o t  t h e  Go v e r n o r s  i n 
C h u r c h  a n d  S t a t e ?  I s  i t  n o t  t h e i r  P r o v i n c e ?  A n d 
mu s t  n o t  t h e y  g i v e  a n  a c c o un t  t o  God  f o r  i t ?  The re 
i s  i n  t h i s  c a s e  a  doub l e  Judgmen t  t o  b e  a l l ow ’d 
f o r .  A  j u d g m e n t  w h a t  Te r m s  a r e  p ro p e r  t o  f i x 
i n  t h e  E s t a b l i s h m e n t ;  a n d  a  j u d g m e n t  h ow  f a r 
t h e  Te r m s  t h a t  a r e  f i x ’d  by  t h e  E s t a b l i s h m e n t , 
m ay  wa r r a n t a b l y  a n d  s a f e l y  b e  c o m p l y ’d  w i t h . 
I f  t h e  f o r me r  j udgmen t  b e l ong s  t o  Supe r i o r s ,  i t 
d o e s  no t  f o l l ow  t h a t  i t  mu s t  b re a k  i n  u po n  t h e 
l a t t e r,  t o  wh i ch  In f e r i o r s  h ave  a  R igh t  i n  s a c red 
m a t t e r s ;  a s  t o  w h i c h  t h e y  a r e  a s  m u c h  u n d e r 
t h e  g ove r n m e n t  o f  C o n s c i e n c e ,  d i r e c t e d  by  t h e 
Wo rd  o f  G o d ,  i n  t h e i r  l owe r  C a p a c i t y,  a s  S u - 
p e r i o r s  i n  t h e i r  h i g h e r  S p h e re .  A n d  a s  t h e  o n e 
i s  a c c o u n t a b l e  t o  G o d  f o r  t h e  Te r m s  f i x ’d ;  s o 
a re  t h e  o the r  f o r  t h e i r  comp l i an c e  o r  non- com- 
p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h o s e  Te r m s .  B u t  I  c a n n o t  b u t 
t a ke  no t i c e ,  t h a t  Mr.  Hoad ly  h e re  b r i n g s  i n  t h e 
Gove r n o r s  i n  Chu r c h  a nd  S t a t e ,  a s  h av ing  a  j o in t - 
r i g h t  t o  j u d g e  w h a t  Te r m s  a r e  p ro p e r ;  w h e re a s 
he  e l s ewhe re  s e ems  t o  app rop r i a t e  i t  t o  t he  Go- 
v e r n o r s  o f  t h e  C h u r c h ;  a n d  t e l l s  u s ,  i f  s u c h 
Te r m s  a r e  f i x ’d  a s  s i l e n c e  a  nu m b e r  o f  wo r t hy 
Min i s t e r s ,  he  l ay s  l i t t l e  s t re s s  upon  the  Autho r i t y 
o f  t h e  C i v i l  M a g i s t r a t e .  H e r e ,  h o w e v e r ,  h e 
th ink s  i t  s a f e s t  to  jo in  bo th  toge the r ;  and  I  sha l l 
on l y  re f e r  h im  to  t he  I n t r o du c t i o n  t o  my  2d  Pa r t 
f o r  my  s e n s e  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r .  W h e n  h e  a s k s .  I f 
t h e r e  b e  s ame  P e r s on s  who  c anno t  c ome  i n t o  t h e  Mi -
  nistry
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Min i s t r y,  o r  r ema in  i n  t h e  publ i c k  exe r c i s e  o f  i t  upon 
t h e s e  Te r m s,  Can  t h i s  b e  r em e dy ’d ?  I  a n swe r,  The 
exc lud ing  a  cons ide rable  number  o f  we l l  qua l i f y ’d 
u s e f u l  Pe r s o n s  o u t  o f  t h e  E s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  m i g h t 
e a s i l y  b e  r em e dy ’d ,  by  mak ing  t h e  pub l i c k  Te r ms 
l a r g e  a n d  w i d e ;  a n d  t h e  e x c l u d i n g  t h o s e  f r o m 
a l l  c a p a c i t y  o f  p u b l i c k  S e r v i c e  i n  t h e  M i n i s t r y, 
who can ’t  be  s a t i s f y ’d  to  come in to  the  Cons t i tu- 
t i o n ,  t h o ’ f i x ’d  w i t h  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  l a t i t u d e ,  i s 
e a s i l y  r em e d i a b l e  by  a  To l e r a t i on .  L e t  t h e  Te r m s 
be  such  a s  f ew wi l l  excep t  aga in s t ,  and  the  E s t a - 
b l i shment  wi l l  shu t  ou t  bu t  f ew;  and  l e t  the re  be 
a  To l e r a t i o n  f o r  t h o s e  f e w,  a n d  a l l  a r e  e a s i e , 
But ,  s ay s  he,  Must  th e s e  Pe r s on s  p r e s en t ly  b eg in  and. 
e n c o u r a g e  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  N a t i o n ,  a n d  s e t  u p 
Chu r c h e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  e s t a b l i s h ’d  Chu r c h ?  I  a n swe r ; 
I f  t he  E s t ab l i s hmen t  sh a l l  make  th ing s  d i s pu t ab l e 
t h e  Te r m s  o f  a d m i s s i o n ,  a n d  s o  p u t  a  f o r c e  i n 
ma t t e r s  t h a t  God  ha th  l e f t  ab so lu t e l y  i nd i f f e ren t , 
no  o the r  c an  be  expec ted ,  than  tha t  many  shou ld 
re fu s e  comp l i ance :  And  i f  S eve r i t y  mu s t  be  u s ed 
t owa rd s  t ho s e  t h a t  c an ’t  c omp l y,  t h e  D iv i s i on  i s 
h e i g h t e n ’d  i n s t e a d  o f  b e i n g  p r e ve n t e d :  A n d  i f 
S eve r i t y  mu s t  no t  b e  u s e d ,  t h e re  ough t  t o  b e  a 
To l e r a t i o n .  A n d  i f  e ve r y  s o b e r  M a n ,  by  w h o s e 
P r i n c i p l e s  a n d  P r a c t i c e s  t h e  C iv i l  Pe a c e  i s  n o t 
e n d a n g e r ’d ,  h a s  a  r i g h t  t o  s u c h  a  To l e r a t i o n ; 
then  i f  the  e s t ab l i sh ’d  Church  i s  o f  too  na r row a 
compa s s  t o  s a t i s f i e  t he  Con s c i ence s  o f  any  num- 
b e r ,  t h ey  m ay  s e t  u p  d i f f e r e n t  C h u rc h e s ,  w i t h - 
o u t  a ny  i m p e a c h m e n t .  A n d  i f  t h e r e  b e  a ny  i l l 
C o n s e q u e n c e s  h e n c e  a r i s i n g ,  t h ey ’ l l  b e  p l a i n l y 
c h a r g e a b l e  o n  t h e  n a r row n e s s  o f  t h e  E s t a b l i s h - 
m e n t .  A n d  t h o ’ M r .  H o a d l y  t h i n k s  t h i s  i s  n o t 
e a s i ly  t o  b e  a f f i r m ’d ,  h e  mus t  g ive  o the r s  l e ave  to 
th ink ,  th a t  i f  he  had  re ad  and  con s ide r ’d  the  ce - 
l e b r a t e d  L e t t e r s  c o n c e r n i n g  To l e r a t i o n ,  h e ’d 
f i n d ,  t h a t  t h e  c o n t r a r y  c o u l d  n o t  e a s i l y  b e  d e -
 Q 3 fended.
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f e n d e d .  H e  b r i n g s  t h e  m a t t e r  d ow n  t o  16 6 2 , 
w h i c h  i s  t h e  r i g h t  w a y  t o  j u d g e .  Yo u  w o u l d 
( s a y s  h e )  a t  t h a t  v e r y  t i m e  h a v e  h a d  s a m e  Te r m s 
impo s ’d  upon  s u c h  a s  s h ou l d  c on t i nu e  i n  t h e i r  Pa r i s h 
M i n i s t r y .  W h a t  t h e  M i n i s t e r s  wo u l d  t h e n  h ave 
cho s en  i s  one  t h i ng ;  wha t  t h ey  m igh t  h ave  s ub - 
m i t t e d  t o,  i s  a n o t h e r .  T h ey  wo u l d  h ave  c h o s e n 
t o  h a v e  h a d  n o  Te r m s  i m p o s ’d  u p o n  s u c h  a s 
s h o u l d  h ave  c o n t i nu ’d  i n  t h e i r  Pa r i s h  M i n i s t r y, 
th a t  wou ld  have  exc luded  we l l  qua l i f y ’d  and  u se - 
fu l  Pe r son s .  Th i s ,  a s  f a r  a s  I  c an  judge,  had  been 
compas s ’d ,  had  the i r  rea sonable  de s i re  been  g ra t i - 
f y ’d ,  when  they  begg ’d  tha t  the re  migh t  be  Uni t y 
i n  t h i n g s  n e c e s s a r y,  L i b e r t y  i n  t h i n g s  i nd i f f e r en t ,  and 
Ch a r i t y  i n  a l l .  Bu t  t ho ’ t h i s  wa s  t h e i r  g re a t  d e - 
s i re,  they  could  ye t  genera l ly  speak ing ,  have  come 
in to  the  E s t ab l i shment ,  had  K ing  Cha r l e s  h i s  De- 
c l a r a t i o n  p a s s ’t  i n t o  a  L aw.  S u p p o s i n g  t h i s  ( s ay s 
h e )  a n d  t h a t  t h e  Te r m s  h a d  b e e n  w h a t  w o u l d  h a v e 
c o n t e n t e d  y o u ,  y o u  c a n n o t  i m a g i n e  b u t  t h a t  f o r  a l l 
t h i s  m a n y  a  M a n  h a d  b e e n  E j e c t e d .  I  A n s w e r , 
Suppo s e  s ome  f ew  h ad  s t i l l  b e en  e j e c t ed ,  i t  h ad 
c e r t a i n l y  b e e n  mu c h  b e t t e r ,  t o  h ave  h a d  a  f ew 
Score s  in  tha t  Condi t ion ,  than  so  many Hundreds 
a s  r e a l l y  we r e  S i l e n c ’d  by  t h e  M e t h o d s  t a ke n . 
Aye,  Bu t  s ay s  Mr.  Hoad ly ,  Fo r  o u g h t  I  c a n  j u d g e, 
t h e  n umb e r  o f  s u c h  m i g h t  h a v e  c om e  bu t  l i t t l e  s h o r t 
o f  w h a t  i t  i s  r e p r e s e n t e d  n ow  t o  b e .  Wha t  h e  may 
found h i s  Judgment  upon I  cannot  s ay,  because  he 
h a s  n o t  t h o ’t  f i t  t o  i n f o r m  u s .  B u t  t h e y  w h o 
were  the  Commis s ioner s  on the  s ide  o f  those  who 
we re  a f t e rwa rd s  E j e c t ed  (who  mus t  be  a l l ow ’d  a s 
compe t en t  Judge s  a s  h e  c an  p re t end  t o  b e )  we re 
g e n e r a l l y  o f  a n o t h e r  M i n d ,  A n d  t h e  T h a n k s 
o f  t h e  C i t y  M i n i s t e r s  f o r  t h a t  R oya l  D e c l a r a - 
t i o n ,  w i t h  t h e  c o n c u r r i n g  e a g e r  d e s i r e s  o f  t h e 
B o d y  o f  t h e  M i n i s t e r s  t h ro u g h  t h e  K i n g d o m  t o 
have  the  Dec l a r a t i on  con f i r m ’d  by  Ac t  o f  Pa r l i a -
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m e n t ,  p l a i n l y  i n t i m a t e d  t h e  c o n t r a r y.  A n d  a s 
f o r  tho se  th a t  we re  so  z e a lou s  fo r  the  Roya l  Su- 
p remacy  in  Cau se s  Ecc l e s i a s t i c a l ,  I  c an ’t  s e e  how 
any  o f  them cou ld  cons i s t en t ly  wi th  the i r  P r inc i - 
p l e  h ave  l e f t  t h e i r  L iv i ng s ,  h ad  t h a t  Dec l a r a t i on 
be come  a  L aw,  even  t ho ’ t h e i r  b e l oved  Ce remo- 
n i e s  h a d  b e en  l e f t  i n  t h e i r  n a t u r a l  I nd i f f e ren c e . 
S o  t h a t  t h e  N u m b e r  o f  t h e  E j e c t e d ,  u p o n  t h i s 
S u p p o s i t i o n ,  m u s t  n e c e s s a r i l y  h a ve  b e e n  ve r y 
s m a l l .  To  g o  o n  t h e n  w i t h  M r.  H o a d ly ;  I  w o u l d 
a s k  ( s ay s  h e )  w h e t h e r  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  b e t t e r,  a n d 
mo r e  r e a s onabl e,  a l l  t h in g s  c on s i d e r ’d ,  t ha t  t h e  Peop l e 
s h o u l d  h a v e  u n i t e d  w i t h  t h e i r  Pa r i s h  M i n i s t e r s,  o r 
w i t h  t h e s e  E j e c t e d  P e r s o n s .  I  An swe r,  Suppo s e  t h e 
Te r ms  h ad  been  w iden ’d  t o  t h e  Compa s s  a l l ow ’d 
by  th a t  Dec l a r a t i on ,  I  am pe r swaded  the  numbe r 
o f  the  E jec ted  had been so  sma l l  and incons idera- 
b l e ,  a s  t h a t  f e w  P a r i s h  M i n i s t e r s  wo u l d  h a ve 
wa n t e d  f o r  A u d i t o r s :  B u t  i f  a ny  o f  t h e  Pe o p l e 
apprehended tha t  i t  would  be  more  fo r  the i r  Ed i- 
f ica t ion to adhere to the few e jected Mini s ter s ,  by 
whom they  had  p ro f i t ed ,  than  to  tho se  tha t  c ame 
i n  t h e i r  ro o m ,  I  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  t h e  Pe r s o n  t h a t 
would pretend to condemn them.

When he  f a r the r  a sk s .  Wheth e r  t h e  Peop l e  s h ou l d 
h a v e  b e e n  e s t e em ’d  b a r b a r o u s  a n d  i n human e,  i f  t h e y 
h a d  d e s e r t e d  t h e s e  M i n i s t e r s  ( w h o  we r e  e j e c t e d 
ou t  o f  a n  E s t a b l i s hmen t  pu r s u an t  t o  t h e  D e c l a - 
r a t i on  f o remen t i on ’d )  a n d  s e r i o u s l y  a t t e n d e d  u p o n 
t h e  Publ i c k  Wor sh i p  i n  t h e i r  Pa r i s h  Chu r c h e s ?  I  An- 
swe r ,  W h e re  a ny  a m o n g  t h e  Pe o p l e  a p p re h e n d - 
e d  t h a t  t ho s e  f ew  who  we re  E j e c t e d ,  d i d  r a t h e r 
q u i t  t h e i r  L i v i n g s  a n d  L i ve l i h o o d s ,  t h a n  t h e y 
wou l d  b e t r ay  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  R i gh t s  o f  t h o s e  wh o 
we r e  u n d e r  t h e i r  Pa s t o r a l  C a r e ,  a n d  t h ey  we r e 
p e r swa d e d  t h o s e  we r e  t h e i r  r e a l  R i g h t s  w h i c h 
t h e s e  Pe r s on s  t hu s  d e f e nd ed ,  I  c a n ’t ,  s e e  bu t  i t 
may  ve r y  s a f e l y  be  s a id ,  they  had  been  ba rba rou s
 G 4 and
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a n d  i n h u m a n e  h a d  t h e y  d e s e r t e d  t h e m .  A n d  t o 
h i s  l a s t  Que r y,  Whe th e r  i t  m i g h t  n o t  h a ve  b e e n  t h e 
Duty  o f  t h e  Peop l e  t o  l e ave  t h em,  tho ’ t h ey  we r e  e j e - 
c t ed  wi thout  hav ing  any su i tabl e  Cr ime a l l edg ’d  aga ins t 
t h e m ?  I  A n s w e r ,  N o ;  F o r ,  i f  t h e y  h a d  f o r - 
me r l y  p ro f i t e d  unde r  t h e s e  M in i s t e r s ,  who  we re 
t h en  e j e c t e d ,  a nd  f ound  t h em  expo s ’d  t o  Ha rd - 
s h i p s  f o r  d e f e n d i n g  w h a t  t h ey  a p p re h e n d e d  t h e 
Rea l  R igh t s  o f  t h e  Peop l e ;  t h e i r  no t  h av ing  any 
s u i t a b l e  C r i m e  a l l e d g ’d  a g a i n s t  t h e m ,  w hy  t h ey 
s hou l d  b e  e x c l ud ed  a l l  c a p a c i t y  o f  Pub l i c k  S e r - 
v i c e ,  ( t ho ’ t h ey  we re  s hu t  ou t  o f  t h e  E s t a b l i s h - 
m e n t )  wa s  a n  A d d i t i o n a l  E v i d e n c e ,  t h a t  i t  wa s 
their Duty to adhere to them.

’Ti s  ea s i l y  to  be  obse r v ’d  tha t  the  S t re s s  o f  Mr. 
H o a d l y  l i e s  h e r e ,  t h a t  i f  a t  t h a t  t i m e  s o m e  Te r m s 
m i g h t  b e  imp o s ’d  v e r y  l aw f u l ly,  n ay  a n d  s u c h  Te r m s 
a s  wou ld  i n fa l l i b ly  Ex c l ud e  s ome,  we  mus t  t h en  g ran t 
t h a t  t h e r e  wa s  n o  n e c e s s i t y  o f  a l l e d g i n g  any  Su i t a b l e 
C r ime  a g a i n s t  t h em,  and  t h a t  t h e y  m i gh t  b e  l aw fu l ly 
t u r n ’d  o u t ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  i t  L aw f u l  o r 
P r o p e r  t o  c o m e  u p  t o  t h o s e  Te r m s .  B u t  t h e  C o n - 
nex ion here,  i s  not  so  p l a in  to  me,  a s  i t  s eems  to 
be  t o  h im .  Fo r  s uppo s ing  the  Te r ms  o f  t h a t  De- 
c l a r a t i on  men t i on ’d  a bove  t o  h ave  b e en  f i x ’d  by 
L a w  a s  t h e  Te r m s  o f  t h e  E s t a b l i s h m e n t ;  a n d 
suppos ing  i t  were  own’d  Lawfu l  to  Exc lude  tho se 
o u t  o f  t h e  E s t a b l i s h m e n t  w h o  c o u l d  n o t  h ave 
c o m e  u p  t o  t h o s e  Te r m s ,  i t  d o e s  n o t  t h e r e f o r e 
f o l l ow  t h a t  t h e y  m i g h t  L a w f u l l y  b e  d e n y ’d  a 
To l e r a t i o n ,  o r  e x c l u d e d  a l l  C a p a c i t y  o f  P u b - 
l i ck  s e r v i ce  ou t  o f  the  E s t ab l i shment ,  un le s s  they 
h ad  s om e  s u i t a b l e  C r im e  a l l e d g ’d  a g a i n s t  t h em ;  aye 
a n d  we l l  p rov ’d  t o :  A n d  t h a t  s u c h  a  C r i m e  a s 
rendred ’em ut te r ly  unf i t  to  be  any longer  t r u s ted 
w i th  t he  Sou l s  o f  t ho s e,  who  wou ld  t h ink  f i t  t o 
c o m m i t  t h e m s e l ve s  t o  t h e i r  C a r e .  We  m a ke  i n 
t h i s  Ca s e  a  w ide  d i f f e rence  be tween  be ing  t aken
  into
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i n t o  t h e  E s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  ( i f  t h e r e  mu s t :  b e  o n e ) 
and  the  be ing  a l l ow’d  the  Conduc t  o f  Vo lun tee r s 
o u t  o f  t h e  E s t a b l i s h m e n t .  T h o ’ t h e  Te r m s  o f 
t h e  E s t a b l i s h m e n t  we r e  s o  w i d e  a n d  L a r g e ,  a s 
t h a t  t h o s e  w h o  r e f u s ’d  t o  c o m p l y  w i t h  t h e m 
m i g h t  j u s t l y  b e  e x c l u d e d  o u t  o f  i t  u p o n  t h a t 
Account ;  Ye t  i t  doe s  no t  fo l low they  mus t  the re- 
f o re  h ave  no  To l e r a t i o n ,  o r  c an  con s i s t en t l y  w i th 
Rea son  and  Ju s t i ce  be  deny ’d  a  L ibe r ty  to  o f f i c i - 
a te  among those  who might  th ink i t  for  the i r  Be- 
ne f i t  to  adhere  to  them,  un le s s  some Cr ime were 
p r o v ’d  u p o n  t h e m ,  t h a t  e v i d e n t l y  d i s c o v e r ’d 
t h e i r  U n f i t n e s s  f o r  a ny  s u c h  C h a r g e  o r  O f f i c e . 
A n d ,  u p o n  t h i s  A c c o u n t ,  we  t h i n k  t h e  Pe o p l e 
among  t he  D i s s en t e r s  h ave  ve r y  j u s t l y  ( a s  t h i ng s 
h ave  s t o o d )  a d h e r ’d  t o  t h e i r  e j e c t e d  M i n i s t e r s , 
who  no t  on l y  we re  un a c coun t a b l y  e x c l u d ed  t h e 
Es tabl i shment ,  when they would  for  the  mos t  par t 
h ave  come  i n t o  i t  upon  t h e  Te r ms  o f  t h e  K ing s 
D e c l a r a t i o n ;  b u t  we r e  a l s o  d e n y ’d ,  f o r  m a n y 
Ye a r s ,  a  To l e r a t i o n ;  a nd  a l l  w i t hou t  a ny  s u i t a b l e 
C r ime  p rov ’d  a g a i n s t  t h em,  t h a t  cou l d  a t  a l l  j u - 
s t i f i e  t h e  d ep r iv i ng  t h e  Chu rch  o f  God  o f  t h e i r 
v a l u a b l e  a n d  u s e f u l  L a b o u r s .  T h e  G e n t l e m a n  I 
h ave  to  do  w i th ,  doe s  i ndeed  c a l l  t h i s  o f  a l l edg- 
i ng  a  s u i t ab l e  Cr ime  ag a in s t  t h e s e  e j e c t ed  Min i - 
s t e r s ,  a  C e r emony :  Bu t  i t  i s  s u ch  a  Ce remony  a s 
P ro o f  o f  G u i l t  i s  b e f o r e  C o n d e m n a t i o n ,  i n  t h e 
C o u r s e  o f  L a w :  W h i c h ,  i f  i t  b e  a  C e r e m o n y 
i s  ye t  neces sa r y  in  a l l  ju s t  Proceedings .  I  can ’t  see 
a ny  n e ed  h e  h a s  t o  comp l a i n  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n 
o u r  way s  o f  a r g u i n g ;  f o r  t h e  w h o l e  a p p e a r s  ve r y 
c o n s i s t e n t .  I f  M i n i s t e r s  we re  we l l  q u a l i f y ’d  f o r 
S e r v i c e ,  a n d  h a d  b e e n  ow n ’d  o f  G o d ,  t h o ’ t h ey 
h a d  b e e n  s h u t  o u t  o f  t h e  E s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  y e t 
s h o u l d  t h ey  n o t  h ave  b e e n  d e ny ’d  a l l  o p p o r t u - 
n i t y  o f  p u b l i c k  S e r v i c e ,  u n l e s s  t h e y  h a d  b e e n 
cha rgeab l e  w i th  some  Cr ime  tha t  had  made  the i r
  continu’d
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c o n t i nu ’d  S e r v i c e  s c a n d a l o u s .  A u d  b e c a u s e  t h ey 
we r e  t h u s  t r e a t e d ,  t h e r e f o r e  d i d  m a n y  o f  t h e 
Pe o p l e  t h i n k  t h e m s e l ve s  t h e  m o re  c o n c e r n ’d  t o 
a d h e r e  t o  t h e m ;  a n d  t h a t  t h e  r a t h e r ,  a t  a  t i m e 
when an  un ive r s a l  de luge  o f  Immora l i t y  and  Pro- 
f anenes s  was  l ike ly  to  be  the  consequence o f  the i r 
E j e c t i o n .  T h e  A r g u m e n t ,  a s  I  h a ve  s t a t e d  i t , 
w i l l  ( I  t h i n k )  b e a r  c a nva s s i n g .  A n d  i f  h e  f i n d s 
any  re a l  p l e a su re  i n  b an t e r i ng  i t  a s  he  h a s  done, 
for my part I envy him not his satisfaction.

A t  l a s t  h e  t e l l s  u s ,  t h a t  Th i s  A r g umen t  s i g n i f i e s 
v e r y  l i t t l e  t o  o u r  p r e s e n t  T i m e s .  I  a n s we r ;  I f  i t 
w i l l  c o n t r i bu t e  t o  t h e  j u s t i f y i n g  t h e  Pe o p l e  i n 
16 62 ,  i t  s i g n i f i e s  a s  much  a s  i t  wa s  b rough t  f o r . 
And  ye t  I  c an ’t  s ay  bu t  tha t  i t  may  s i gn i f i e  some- 
t h i n g  t o o,  i f  i t  b e  b ro u g h t  d ow n  t o  o u r  p r e s e n t 
T i m e s .  Fo r  w h e n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  E s t a b l i s h m e n t  i s 
s o  n a r row  and  s t r a i t ,  a s  t o  l e ave  j u s t  g round  o f 
d i s s a t i s f a c t i on  to  a  number  o f  con s c i en t iou s  Pe r - 
s o n s ;  i f  t h e i r  S e p a r a t i o n  i s  j u s t i f i a b l e ,  i t  i s  bu t 
n e c e s s a r y  and  f i t t i n g  t h ey  s hou l d  h ave  Min i s t e r s 
t o  o f f i c i a t e  a m o n g  t h e m .  I f  a ny  t h e n  a r e  b r e d 
up  i n  o rd e r  t o  t h e  Min i s t r y,  a nd  du l y  qu a l i f y ’d , 
a n d  c a n n o t  c om e  u p  t o  t h e  Te r m s  o f  t h e  e s t a b l i s h ’d 
Chu r c h ,  a nd  a re  t h e reupon  re a d y  t o  o f f i c i a t e  a - 
mong  t h e s e  Peop l e  t h a t  a re  f o r m ’d  i n t o  d i s t i n c t 
C o n g r e g a t i o n s  o u t  o f  t h e  E s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  a n d 
t h ey  choo s e  t h em f o r  t h e i r  Pa s t o r s ,  a nd  commi t 
t h e  c a r e  o f  t h e i r  S o u l s  t o  t h e m ,  t h o ’ I  s h o u l d 
d ro p  t h e  Wo rd s  i n h u m a n e  a n d  b a r b a r o u s ,  w h i c h 
Mr.  Hoad ly  s o  much  h a r p s  upon ,  ye t  I  c an ’t  s e e 
h ow  t h ey  c o u l d  j u s t i f i e  t h e i r  w h o l l y  d e s e r t i n g 
t h e m ,  a n d  r e j e c t i n g  t h e i r  M i n i s t r a t i o n s ,  t i l l  a 
s u i t a b l e  C r i m e  wa s  a l l e d g ’d  a g a i n s t  t h e m .  B u t 
t h e n  ( s ay s  h e )  A  f o u n d a t i o n  i s  t h i s  w ay  l a i d  f o r 
c o n s t a n t  d i v i s i o n s  f r o m  a n  e s t a b l i s h ’d  C h u r c h ,  t h o ’ 
n e v e r  s o  p e r f e c t .  I  r e p l y ;  ’ T i s  ye t  t o  b e  p rov ’d , 
t h a t  any  e s t ab l i s h ’d  Church  i s  s o  pe r f e c t ,  a s  t h a t
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Seve r i t y  t owa rd s  t ho s e  who  c an ’t  f a l l  i n  w i th  i t , 
meer ly  because they are di s sa t i s f ied with i t ,  can he 
j u s t i f y ’d .  I f  t h e  Gove r nmen t  may  make  an  E s t a - 
b l i s h m e n t ,  t h e  S u b j e c t s  a r e  a t  l i b e r t y  e i t h e r  t o 
f a l l  i n  w i th  tha t  E s t ab l i shment ,  o r  s t and  ou t ,  a c - 
co rd ing  a s  i t  appea r s  to  them e i the r  ag reeab l e  o r 
d i s a g r e e a b l e  t o  t h e  Wo rd  o f  G o d ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e 
c o m m o n  R u l e .  To  s ay,  t h i s  l ay s  a  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r 
c on s t an t  D i v i s i on s ,  c anno t  ove r th row the  Po s i t ion , 
b e c au s e  t h e  con t r a r y  Suppo s i t i on  l ay s  a  f ounda - 
t i on  fo r  wor s e  D iv i s i on s ;  f o r  t hen  fo rce  mus t  be 
u s e d ,  w h i c h  e n r a g e s  i n s t e a d  o f  swe e t n i n g ;  a n d 
dr ives  to the utmost  d i s tance ins tead of  any th ing- 
o f  a n  a m i c a b l e  t e n d e n c y ;  a n d  i t  t a ke s  away  a l l 
po s s ib i l i t y  o f  tha t  Pea c e  and  Love ,  wh ich  a l l  mus t 
own  may  be  ma in t a i n ’d  unde r  a  To l e r a t i on ,  no t - 
w i t h s t a nd i ng  a  d ive r s i t y  o f  S en t imen t s  a nd  P r a - 
c t i c e .  B u t  i t  i s  i n t i m a t e d ,  i t  s h o u l d  b e  r e m e m - 
b e r ’d  wha t  d e p l o ra b l e  e f f e c t s  h a ve  b e en  c au s e d  by  s e t - 
t i n g  up  Chu r c h  a g a i n s t  Chu r c h ,  and  Wo r sh i p  a g a i n s t 
Wo r s h i p  w h a t  I n h u m a n i t y  a n d  B a r b a r i t y  t h i s  h a t h 
a l r e a dy  o c c a s i o n ’d  a n d  m ay  a g a i n  o c c a s i o n  i n  t h i s 
Na t i o n ;  w h a t  P r e j u d i c e s  a n d  Pa s s i o n ,  w h a t  Emu l a - 
t i o n s  and  Oppo s i t i o n ,  wha t  Ha t r e d  and  Ma l i c e,  wha t 
J e a l o u s i e s  a n d  e v i l  S u r m i s e s,  wh a t  D i s t u r b a n c e s  a n d 
Unhapp i n e s s e s  t h i s  n a t u ra l ly  t e n d s  t o  p r o du c e  i n  t h e 
Wo r l d .  I  r e p l y ;  ’ T i s  m o s t  h i g h l y  f i t t i n g ,  t h a t 
t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  s h o u l d  b e  we l l  c o n s i d e r ’d  o n 
bo th  s i d e s :  And  i f  t h ey  a re ,  I  t h i nk  t h e  Con s e - 
q u e n c e s  t h a t  a t t e n d  f o r c e  t ow a r d s  t h o s e  t h a t 
c a n ’t  f a l l  i n  w i t h  t h e  E s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  w i l l ,  t o 
t h o s e  t h a t  w i l l  we i g h  t h e m  i m p a r t i a l l y,  a p p e a r 
much  wor se,  and  more  to  be  d readed ,  than  tho se 
t h a t  a t t e n d  d i f f e r e n t  S e n t i m e n t s  a n d  M o d e s  o f 
Wo r s h i p  u n d e r  a  To l e r a t i o n .  I f  e i t h e r  t h e  n a t u - 
r a l  t e n d e n c y  o f  t h i n g s ,  o r  p a s t  e x p e r i e n c e ,  b e 
we l l  c o n s i d e r ’d ,  i t  w i l l  a p p e a r  t h a t  a l l  t h e  s a d 
Con s equenc e s  Mr.  Hoad ly  h a t h  r e c kon ’d  up,  a r e
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c h a r g e a b l e  u p o n  f o r c e  u s e d  t o  b r i n g  i n t o  t h e 
E s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a  p ro f e s s ’d  d i ve r s i t y 
o f  Sen t imen t s  and  P r a c t i c e,  unde r  a  l e g a l  l i b e r t y 
t o  v a r y  f r o m  t h e  E s t a b l i s h m e n t .  A n d  i f  I  m ay 
b e  a l l o w ’d  t o  g i v e  m y  s e n s e ,  w i t h o u t  b e i n g 
c h a r g ’d  w i t h  P r o p h e c y i n g ,  I  a m  s a t i s f i e d  i t  e ve r 
will be so.

We l l  t h en ,  l e t  u s  s e e  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  A r gu - 
m e n t .  M r .  H o a d l y  s a y s ,  i t  i s  o n l y  f o u n d e d  u p o n 
th e  Cons id e ra t i on  o f  t h e  Inhuman i ty  and  Ba rba r i t y  o f 
d e f e r r i n g  t h e  e j e c t e d  M i n i s t e r s .  A s  t o  w h i c h  I 
mu s t  n e e d s  s ay,  I  u n d e r s t o o d  i t  o t h e r w i s e ;  a n d 
s o,  I  am  pe r s u aded ,  d i d  Mr.  Bax t e r ,  f rom  whom 
I  t o o k  i t .  I  r e c ko n  t h e  s t r e s s  o f  t h e  A r g u m e n t 
t o  l i e  h e re.  Tha t  t ho s e  Min i s t e r s  who s e  L abou r s 
t h ey  ( a s  wa s  u r g ’d  b e fo re )  h ad  f ound  s o  p ro f i t a - 
b l e ,  we r e  e j e c t e d  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  a n y  s u i t a b l e 
C r i m e  a l l e d g ’d  a g a i n s t  t h e m .  T h i s  ve r y  C o n s i d e - 
r a t ion  c l e a r ’d  the i r  obl i g a t ion  to  adhe re  to  them. 
F o r  t h o ’ t h e y  h a d  f o r m e r l y  p ro f i t e d  b y  t h e m , 
ye t  i f ,  u p o n  f a i r  Tr y a l ,  t h e y  c o u l d  h ave  b e e n 
p rov ’d  g u i l t y  o f  P ro f a n e n e s s ,  B l a s p h e my,  g ro s s 
I m m o r a l i t y,  o r  a ny  s u c h  C r i m e s  a s  wo u l d  h ave 
rende r ’d  t he i r  con t i nuance  i n  t he  Min i s t r y  s c an - 
d a l o u s ;  t h i s  m i g h t  h ave  v a c a t e d  t h e i r  O b l i g a - 
t ion  to  adhere  to  them.  But  when no such Cr ime 
wa s  p rov ’d ,  bu t  t h ey  we re  i n  t h e s e  r e s p e c t s  i n - 
n o c e n t ,  t h ey  we r e  u p o n  t h i s  a c c o u n t  t h e  m o re 
o b l i g ’d  t o  a d h e r e  t o  t h e m ,  w h e n  t h ey  we r e  s o 
t r e a t e d ,  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  h ave  b e e n  wo r s e 
used i f  they had been gui l ty of the blackest Cr imes. 
And  f o r  Mr.  Hoad ly ’s  s a t i s f a c t i on ,  t h a t  t h e  s t re s s 
o f  the  Argument  does  not  l i e  upon i t s  be ing  s a id , 
t h a t  i t  wou ld  have  been  inhumane  and  ba rba rou s 
t o  d e s e r t  t h em  i n  t h e s e  C i rc ums t a n c e s ;  h e  may, 
i f  h e  p l e a s e s ,  i n  t h e  ro o m  o f  t h o s e  Wo rd s  s u b - 
s t i t u t e  i r r a t i o n a l  and  una c c o un t a b l e ,  and  he ’ l l  f i nd 
t h e  A r g u m e n t  a s  s t r o n g  a s  e v e r .  A n d  I  m u s t
  needs
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ne ed s  s ay,  I  t h i nk  i t  wou l d  h ave  b e en  i r r a t i on a l 
a n d  u n a c c o u n t a b l e ,  f o r  M e n  t o  h a ve  d e s e r t e d 
M i n i s t e r s ,  b y  w h o m  t h e y  h a d  c o n s i d e r a b l y 
p ro f i t e d ,  ( a n d  m i g h t  r e a s o n a b l y  h o p e  t o  d o  s o 
y e t  m o r e  f o r  t i m e  t o  c o m e )  w h e n  t h e y  we r e 
n o t  o n l y  e j e c t e d  t h e  E s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  bu t  d e ny ’d 
a l l  C ap a c i t y  o f  f a r t h e r  S e r v i c e  ou t  o f  t h e  E s t a - 
b l i s h m e n t ,  w i t h o u t  h av i n g  a n y  s u i t a b l e  C r i m e 
p r ov ’d  a g a i n s t  t h e m .  T h i s  h a d  b e e n  n o t  o n l y 
a  p iece  o f  enmi ty  to  themse lve s ,  bu t  to  the i r  Mi- 
n i s t e r s  too ;  i t  had  been  no t  on ly  c r ue l t y  to  the i r 
own  Sou l s ,  bu t  a  vo l un t a r y  b e t r ay i n g  t h e i r  M i - 
n i s t e r s ,  and  a  l end ing  a  he l p ing  hand  to  the  bu- 
r y i n g  t h e i r  v a l u a b l e  Ta l e n t s  f o r  a l l  t i m e  t o 
come.

B u t  t o  g o  o n .  A n o t h e r  t h i n g  p l e a d e d  by  s e - 
ve r a l  o f  t h e  Pe o p l e  a m o n g  t h e  D i s s e n t e r s ,  i n 
t h e i r  o w n  v i n d i c a t i o n ,  w a s  t h i s ;  T h a t  t h e y 
we re  c o nv i n c ’d  o f  t h e  J u s t i c e  o f  t h e  C a u s e  t h e i r 
M i n i s t e r s  we r e  e n g a g ’d  i n ,  v i z .  T h e  p r e s s i n g  a 
f a r t h e r  R e f o r m a t i o n  i n  E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  Ma t t e r s  a s  n e - 
c e s s a r y  i n  o r d e r  t o  t h e  m o r e  g e n e r a l  r e a c h i n g  o f  t h e 
g r e a t  e n d s  o f  R e l i g i o n .  They  though t  i t  t h e i r  Du- 
t y  in  the i r  p l a ce  to  e spou se  the  s ame  Cau se,  and 
a d h e r e  t o  t h e  s a m e  P r i n c i p l e ,  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o 
t ho s e  who  re ckon ’d  t h e  Chu rch  s o  p e r f e c t  a s  t o 
n e e d  n o  a m e n d m e n t s .  I n  t h e  a n s we r  t o  t h i s , 
Mr. Hoadly is very large and copious.

1.  He  s ay s ,  t h ey  m igh t  c o n t i n u e  i n  t h e  Commu - 
n i o n  o f  t h e  C h u rc h  o f  E n g l a n d ,  w i t h o u t  t h i n k i n g 
i t  s o  p e r f e c t  a s  t o  n e e d  n o  amendmen t s,  a nd  w i t h ou t 
f o r s a k i n g  t h i s  C a u s e  o f  e n d e a v o u r i n g  a  f a r t h e r  R e - 
f o r m a t i o n .  I  r e p l y ;  T h a t  w h e n  a f t e r  a  C o m - 
mis s ion g iven out  by  King Char l e s  I I .  for  enqui r y, 
a n d  l o n g  D e b a t e s  a b o u t  A m e n d m e n t s ,  i n  p u r - 
suance  o f  tha t  Commi s s ion ,  none  o f  any  moment 
cou ld  be  ob t a in ’d  the  a cqu i e s c ing  in  the  Cons t i - 
t u t i o n ,  w h i c h  wa s  f o u n d  ve r y  i m p e r f e c t ,  m i g h t
  justly

p. 92.

p. 93, 94.



94[94] A Defence of Part III.

j u s t l y  b e  a p p r e h e n d e d  b o t h  by  h o n e s t  a n d  d i s - 
c e r n ing  Peop l e,  t o  be  a  s t reng then ing  the  Hand s 
o f  t h o s e  w h o  we r e  a g a i n s t  A m e n d m e n t s ,  a n d 
t h ey,  m i gh t  upon  t h a t  a c coun t  b e  j u s t l y  a g a i n s t 
i t .  T h o ’ i t  i s  n o t  a  Te r m  o f  C o m m u n i o n  i n  t h e 
e s t abl i sh ’d  Chur c h  tha t  People  must  th ink  i t  in  eve r y 
r e s p e c t  p e r f e c t ;  a nd  t ho ’ a  Man  may  be  h on e s t  a n d 
s i n c e r e,  and  ye t  m in i s t e r  o r  c ommun i c a t e  i n  a  Chu r c h 
wh i l e  h e  t h ink s  s ome th ing  o r  o th e r  i n  i t  may  b e  made 
b e t t e r :  A n d  t h o ’ i t  b e  n o t  a  D u t y,  u p o n  e ve r y 
de f ec t  we  imag i n e  t o  b e  i n  t h e  Chu r c h ,  t o  w i t hd raw 
o u r  s e l v e s  f r o m  t h e  C o m m u n i o n  o f  i t ;  y e t  w h e n 
t h e  Pe o p l e  f o u n d  t h e  G ove r n o r s  o f  t h e  C h u rc h 
bo t toming  the i r  E s t ab l i shment  upon  an  au thor i t y, 
to  which ,  when ca l l ’d  upon,  they  cou ld  not  prove 
t h ey  h ad  a ny  S c r i p t u r a l  r i g h t ;  when  t h ey  f ound 
g ro s s  Co r r up t i on s  no t  on l y  con t i nu ’d ,  bu t  mo re 
c o n f i r m ’d ,  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e  C o m p l a i n t s  a n d 
G ro a n s  o f  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  nu m b e r  o f  p i o u s  Pe o - 
p l e,  even  f rom the  t ime  o f  the  Refor mat ion  f rom 
Pope r y ;  when  they  found  such  De f ec t s  con t inu ’d 
a s  m igh t  open  a  Gap  t o  f a r t h e r  bu r then som Im- 
pos i t ions ,  whenever  the i r  r ig id  Taskmas ter s  should 
t h i n k  a  c o nve n i e n t  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f f e r ’d :  I n  t h i s 
c a s e ,  t h ey  m i g h t  ( I  t h i n k )  j u s t l y  r e f u s e  f a l l i n g 
i n  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c k  E s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  n o t  o n l y  i n 
v i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h a t  L i b e r t y  t o  w h i c h  G o d  h a d 
g i ve n  t h e m  a n  u n d o u b t e d  r i g h t ,  bu t  t o  t e s t i f i e 
the i r  sense  o f  the  g rea t  nece s s i tv  o f  a  f a r ther  Re- 
f o r ma t i on ,  wh i ch  h ad  a l l  c omp l y ’d ,  h ad  b e en  a t 
once  e f f e c tua l l y  ob s t r uc t ed .  Tho ’ Pea c e  and  Un i t y 
a r e  undoub t ed l y  t h e  c o n c e r n  o f  a l l  Ch r i s t i a n s,  a n d 
a l l  a r e  a n s w e r a b l e  f o r  t h e  b r e a c h e s  o f  t h e m ,  a s  f a r 
a s  t h ey  a r e  j u s t l y  c h a r g e a b l e :  Ye t  i t  i s  n o t  n e - 
c e s s a r y  i n  o rde r  t o  Pe r son s  app rov ing  themse l ve s 
l ove r s  o f  P e a c e  a n d  U n i t y ,  t o  f a l l  i n  w i t h  a n y 
E s t a b l i s hmen t ,  a ny  f a r t h e r  t h an  i t  i s  S c r i p t u r a l . 
W h o e ve r  b r i n g  i n ,  o r  d e f e n d  t h e  c o n t i n u a n c e
  of
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o f  u n s c r i p t u r a l  I m p o s i t i o n s ,  t h e y  a r e  t h e  r e a l 
B re ake r s  o f  t h a t  Pe a c e  a nd  Un i t y ,  wh i ch  a c co rd - 
ing  to  the  Laws  o f  Chr i s t i an i ty  i t  i s  the  common 
Du t y  o f  a l l ,  t o  p re s e r ve  a nd  p romo t e .  And  t ho ’ 
the Const i tu t ion o f  a  Nat iona l  Chur c h i s  no t  the  Con- 
c e r n  o f  e v e r y  Ch r i s t i a n ;  s o  a s  t h a t  eve r y  one  mus t 
h ave  a  hand  in  f i x ing  i t :  Ye t  eve r y  Chr i s t i an  ha s 
a  r igh t  to  in s i s t  upon i t  tha t  i t  be  Scr ip tura l ;  and 
must  have good Evidence o f  tha t ,  be fore  i t  can be 
m a d e  a p p e a r  t o  b e  h i s  D u t y  t o  f a l l  i n  w i t h  i t : 
Tho’ a  Chr i s t i an  does  not  be c ome  an swe rabl e  f o r  t h e 
De f e c t s  o f  a  Nat iona l  Conf i i tu t i on ,  i f  he had nothing 
to  do  in  f i x ing  o r  con t inu ing  them,  ye t  a s  f a r  a s 
he  f avour s ,  encourage s  o r  suppor t s  them,  he  f a i l s 
i n  h i s  D u t y,  n o t  t o  h i m s e l f  b a r e l y,  b u t  t o  t h e 
Church  in  gene r a l .  When  then  he  pu t s  the  Que- 
s t i on .  I f  a  Man  c a n  h im s e l f,  w i t h  t h a t  Ca r e  wh i c h 
e v e r y  Ch r i s t i a n  o u g h t  t o  e x e r c i s e ,  l i v e  i n  t h e  Com- 
mmunion o f  i t ,  ( i .  e.  a  Nat iona l  Church)  r i gh t eous ly, 
sobe r ly  and god ly ;  en joy  Ord inance s  w i thou t  any s in fu l 
Mix tu r e s,  and  b e  in  a  s a f e  and  s e cu r e  way  t o  Heaven ; 
whence I  besee ch you can ar i se  any Obl igat ion upon him 
t o  b r e ak  t h e  pub l i c k  P ea c e  and  Qu i e t  o f  t h e  Chu r c h ? 
I  an swer,  many  were  pe r swaded  they  shou ld  have 
b e e n  wa n t i n g  i n  t h a t  C a r e  w h i c h  e v e r y  C h r i s t i a n 
ough t  t o  exe r c i s e ,  had  they  f a l l en  in  wi th  the  Es t a- 
blishment; and therefore they kept out of it.

O n e  g r e a t  O b j e c t i o n  o f  s o m e  a g a i n s t  i t  wa s , 
t h a t  t h e  O rd i n a n c e s  o f  G o d  h a d  s i n f u l  m i x t u r e s , 
a g a in s t  wh i ch  they  though t  themse lve s  ob l i g ’d  to 
en te r  the i r  P ro te s t :  Bu t  a l l  t h a t  D i s s en ted  ag reed 
i n  t h i s ,  t h a t  G o d  h a d  g i ve n  t h e m  a  L i b e r t y  i n 
d i ve r s  T h i n g s  a s  t o  w h i c h  t h e y  w h o  f i x ’d  t h e 
Con s t i t u t i on  we re  more  f o rwa rd  t o  impo s e  upon 
t h e m  t h a n  t h ey  h a d  a  Wa r r a n t  f o r ;  a n d  t h e r e - 
f o re  t ho ’ t h ey  d i d  no t  p re t end  t o  s ay,  t h a t  t h ey 
who  Con f o r m ’d  m i gh t  no t  b e  s a f e  i n  t h e  way  t o 
H e a v e n ,  t h ey  ye t  t h o u g h t  t h e m s e l ve s  o b l i g e d  t o
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D i s s e n t ,  f o r  f e a r  o f  b e t r a y i n g  t h a t  L i b e r t y  t o 
wh i ch  t h ey  h ad  a  S c r i p tu r a l  R igh t ;  t h e  I nvade r s 
o f  w h i c h  R i g h t  o f  t h e i r s  we re  t h e  Pe r s o n s  t h a t 
b roke  the  publ i c k  Pea c e  and  Quie t  o f  th e  Chur c h ;  and 
n o t  t h ey  w h o  m o d e s t l y  t o o k  t h e  L i b e r t y  w h i c h 
God  a l l ow ’d  t h em ,  o f  mak ing  t h e  b e s t  P rov i s i on 
f o r  t h e i r  own  Sou l s  t h ey  cou l d .  ’T i s  no t  i n  t h i s 
ca se  urg ’d ,  a s  Mr.  Hoad ly  p lea sant ly  would  in s inu- 
ate,  that  th i s  Expres s ion or  th i s  Word in the Li turgy i s 
imp r o p e r ;  bu t  t h e  s t re s s  i s  l a i d  on  t h i s ;  t h a t  h e re 
a re  s und r y  un s c r i p t u r a l  Impo s i t i on s  i n  t h e  E s t a - 
b l i s hmen t ,  wh i ch  a re  made  Te r m s  o f  Commun i - 
o n :  W h e n  t h e n  a  M a n  t h a t  s e a r c h e s  i n t o  t h e 
Cons t i tu t ion  eve r  s i nce  the  Re fo r ma t ion ,  f i nd s  a 
g rea t  Fondnes s  o f  the se  th ing s ,  in  those  tha t  have 
h a d  t h e  A s c e n d a n t ;  a n d  n o  A m e n d m e n t s  a f t e r 
l ong  con t inu ’d  Compl a in t s ;  n ay,  a  de s i gn  on  foo t 
to  ob s t r uc t  a  f a r the r  Re fo r ma t ion ,  in s t e ad  o f  ad- 
van c i n g  i t ;  t ho ’ h e  may  no t  t h e r e f o r e  d i s t u r b  a n d 
r u i n  t h e  Qu i e t  a n d  Cha r i t y  o f  t h e  Na t i o n ,  h e  may 
ye t  l aw fu l l y  d i s s en t ,  and  j o in  h imse l f  w i th  t ho s e 
whose Endeavour i t  i s  to confor m themselves  more 
near ly  to  the  Rule  o f  Scr ip ture ;  which would  not 
create Disturbance ,  i f  he was but  le f t  in that  fu l l  l i - 
ber ty,  which God hath g iven no Men Author i ty  to 
d ep r ive  h im  o f .  Th a t  t h i s  Ch u rc h  wan t s  n o t h i n g 
ne ce s sa r y  to  the  Edi f i ca t ion o f  any se r ious  Chr i s t ian ,  i s 
more eas i ly as ser ted than prov’d:  And tho’ i t  should 
require nothing in order to Communion, but what were in 
i t  s e l f  l aw fu l ,  (which ye t  cannot  be  expected to  be 
own ’d  t i l l  t h e  S en s e  o f  t h a t  Ph r a s e  i s  b e t t e r  ex - 
p l a i n ’d  t h an  i t  h a s  h i t he r to  been  by  Mr.  Hoad ly ) 
ye t  a s  long a s  i t  requi re s  o f  Peop le  i f  they  Acqui- 
esce in the Establishment, such a sor t of Compliance 
w i t h  u n s c r i p t u r a l  I m p o s i t i o n s ,  a s  t h e y  c a n n o t 
d i scer n i s  l awful ,  a  s e r i ous  Chr i s t i an  may ver y war- 
r an t ab l y  be  h i nd r e d  f r om  h o l d i n g  con s t an t  Commu- 
n i on  w i t h  i t ,  i n  o rde r  to  a  g re a t e r  Con fo r mi ty  to 
t h e  S c r i p t u re  Ru l e .  Tho ’ we  kn o w  t h a t  s o me  a s
  great
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g r e a t  a n d  e x c e l l e n t  P e r s o n s  a s  e v e r  b e l o n g ’d  t o  t h i s 
Chu r c h ,  h a ve  n o t  t h ou gh t  i t  s o  p e r f e c t  a s  t o  n e e d  n o 
Amendmen t s ;  a n d  h a v e  s p o k e n  a n d  w r i t t e n ,  a n d  v e - 
r y  wa r m ly  a r g u e d  f o r  Amendmen t s ;  ye t  i t  g ive s  l i t - 
t l e  S a t i s f a c t i on ,  when  a f t e r  s o  l ong  wa i t i n g ,  we 
seem as f ar from the reaching any such Amendments 
a s  e ve r :  A n d  t h o ’ t h e s e  Pe r s o n s  h ave  s t i l l  l i v ’d 
constant ly in the Commnnion of  the Church ,  yet i t  does 
not fol low, that ’t i s  every Man’s Duty herein to imi- 
t a t e  them.  Le t  eve r y  Man  a c t  a s  he  i s  pe r swaded 
i n  h i s  ow n  M i n d .  M r.  H o a d l y  t e l l s  u s ,  h e  n e v e r 
ye t  h ea rd  o f  a  Man  o f  t o l e ra b l e  S en s e,  t ha t  wou ld  s e - 
r i ou s ly  s ay,  t h e r e  wa s  no th in g  i n  t h e  Chu r c h  o f  Eng- 
l and ,  b e l o n g i n g  e i t h e r  t o  i t s  Gove r nmen t ,  D i s c i p l i n e 
o r  L i t u r g y,  c a p a b l e  o f  A m e n d m e n t ,  o r  w h i c h  wa n t s 
f a r t h e r  R e f o r m a t i o n :  W h i c h  i s  ve r y  p o s s i b l e ,  a n d 
when  t h e re  i s  s u ch  abundan t  con t r a r y  Ev i d ence, 
’t i s  s t r ange  to  me,  t h a t  any  shou ld  have  s a i d  any 
th ing  bo rde r ing  upon  th i s :  And  ye t  I  mus t  need s 
s ay,  i f  I  we re  o f  Mr.  Hoad ly ’s  Mind ;  ( and  I  don ’t 
t h ink  h im he re in  s i ngu l a r  i n  h i s  Sen t imen t s )  i f  I 
t h o u g h t  o u r  G o v e r n o u r s  h a d  o r d e r e d  n o t h i n g  b u t 
wha t  i f  a l l  wou ld  c omp ly  w i t h ,  wou ld  b e  f o r  t h e  g o od 
o f  t h e  Chu r c h ,  I  shou ld  no t  t a l k  much  o f  Amend- 
men t s ,  o r  t h i nk  any  room l e f t  f o r  a  f a r t h e r  Re- 
f o r m a t i o n .  W h a t  h a t h  h i n d r e d  i t ,  ( h e  s ay s )  G o d 
kn ow s :  And  I  t h i nk  we  may  know too,  i f  we  a re 
n o t  w i l l i n g  t o  r e m a i n  i n  I g n o r a n c e .  T h ey  o n l y 
( h e  s ay s )  a r e  t o  a n s w e r  f o r  t h i s,  w h o  h a v e  r e s i s t e d 
t h i s  D e s i g n ;  h i n d r e d  t h e  R e f o r m a t i o n  o f  a ny  t h i n g 
t h a t  i s  r e a l l y  am i s s ;  a n d  t h e  Amendmen t  o f  wh a t  i t 
i s  r e a s o n a b l e  t o  a m e n d  o f  w h a t e v e r  m i g h t  b e  m o r e 
a d ap t e d  t o  t h e  De s i g n  o f  Ch r i s t i a n i t y,  o r  mo r e  f i t t e d 
t o  p r omo t e  t h e  Honou r  o f  God :  And  I  th ink  i t  we l l 
d e s e r ve s  t o  b e  con s i d e r ’d ,  whe th e r  a l l  t ho s e  a re 
n o t  i n  s o m e  m e a s u r e  c h a r g e a b l e  w i t h  G u i l t  i n 
th i s  Re spec t ;  who  s t reng then  the  Hand s  o f  tho se 
w h o  h ave  a l l  a l o n g  o p p o s e d  A m e n d m e n t s  w h e n
 H oppor-
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o p p o r t u n i t y  h a s  o f f e r e d  w h o  a p p l a u d  t h e  C o n - 
s t i t u t i o n  a s  n e x t  a k i n  t o  Pe r f e c t ;  o r  r e p r e s e n t 
a l l  Th ing s  a s  f o r  th e  good  o f  th e  Chur c h ,  i f  a l l  wou ld 
c omp ly  w i t h  t h em ,  wh i c h  t h e  Go v e r n o u r s  o f  i t  h a v e 
o r d e r e d .  I n  s h o r t ;  t h o ’ a  M a n  m ay  h o l d  c o n s t a n t 
C o m mu n i o n  w i t h  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d ,  w i t h o u t 
th ink ing  i t  ab so lu t e ly  Pe r f e c t ;  ye t  a s  long a s  he  can’t 
s e e  how he  c an  do  i t ,  w i t hou t  s uppo r t i n g  t ho s e 
w h o  h ave  o p p o s e d  A m e n d m e n t s  w h e n  t h e  m o s t 
f i t t i ng  Oppor tun i t y  f o r  them ha s  o f f e red ;  I  c an ’t 
s e e  wha t  s hou ld  h inde r  h im f rom peace ab l y  D i s - 
s e n t i n g ,  a n d  e n c o u r a g i n g  t h o s e ,  w h o s e  d i s t i n - 
gu i sh ing  P r inc ip l e  i t  i s  t o  be  fo r  a  more  S c r i p t u - 
ral Reformation.

Bu t  2 d ly ,  He  t e l l s  u s .  Tha t  we  h a v e  n o t  a t t a i n - 
e d  t o  P e r f e c t i o n ,  o r  t o  a  g r e a t e r  D e g r e e  o f  i t  t h a n 
wha t  t h e  Chu r c h  may  p r e t e n d  t o,  by  s e p a ra t i n g  f r om 
i t .  Th a t  we  a re  f a r  f rom  h av i ng  a t t a i n ’d  t o  Pe r - 
f e c t i o n ;  n ay,  t h a t  we  a r e  n o t  s o  p e r f e c t  a s  we 
m i g h t  b e ,  we re  b o t h  M i n i s t e r s  a n d  Pe o p l e  u n i - 
ve r s a l l y  i n t en t  upon  t h e i r  Du t y,  we  f r e e l y  own , 
a n d  h e a r t i l y  l a m e n t .  We  a r e  n o t  t h e  Pe r s o n s 
t h a t  d a r e  p r e t e n d  a n  E xe m p t i o n  f ro m  t h a t  g e - 
ne r a l  Dep r ava t i on  th a t  h a s  ove r - sp re ad  the  Land , 
A n d  ye t  t h a t  we  h ave  m a d e  s a m e  A d va n c e s,  a n d 
g a in ’d  s ome th in g  by  l e a v in g  the  Church  o f  Eng l and , 
i s  w h a t  I  t h i n k  a d m i t s  o f  a n  e a s y  P ro o f .  C o m - 
p an i on s  we  u su a l l y  s ay  a re  od i ou s .  I  s hou l d  no t 
t h e r e f o r e  h ave  p u r s u ’d  o n e  i n  t h i s  C a s e ,  i f  t h e 
Gen t l eman  h ad  no t  ch a l l e nged  u s  t o  i t ;  a nd  pu t 
the  ma t t e r  so  home,  a s  tha t  he  wou ld  be  in  dan- 
g e r  o f  Tr i u m p h i n g ,  s h o u l d  I  w h o l l y  w a ve  i t . 
S ince  there fore  he  so  ea r ne s t ly  de s i re s  u s  to  shew 
h im p l a in l y  i n  wha t  t h i s  g r e a t e r  P e r f e c t i o n  i s  man i - 
f e s t ,  and  repre sen t s  th i s  a s  ab so lu te ly  nece s s a r y  to 
the  c l e a r ing  o f  t he  Argumen t ,  I  s h a l l  g ive  h im a 
b r i e f  V i ew  o f  t h e  t h i n g s  i n  w h i c h  I  t h i n k  we 
Di s s en t e r s  a re  happ i e r  th an  tho se  who  a re  in  the 
Constitution. We
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We  a l l  f i x  o n  t h e  S a c r e d  S c r i p t u r e s  a s 
o u r  s u f f i c i e n t  R u l e  a n d  S t a n d a rd ,  w i t h o u t  a d - 
m i t t i n g  a n y  t h i n g  i n  D o c t r i n e - Wo r s h i p  o r 
D i s c i p l i n e  w h i c h  i s  n o t  t h e r e b y  w a r r a n t e d : 
We  a l l ow  o f  n o  I m p o s i t i o n s  u p o n  C o n s c i e n c e , 
o r  f o r c e  o f  a n y  s o r t  t o  c o n s t r a i n  i t :  We 
a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  n o  A u t h o r i t y,  w h i c h  r e q u i r e s 
Punc t u a l  Comp l i a n c e  w i t h  a ny  t h i n g s  wh i ch  we 
a r e  n o t  a d m i t t e d  t o  s e e  t h e  R e a s o n s  o f .  A n d 
we  a r e  a l l ow ’d  t o  J u d g e  f o r  o u r  s e l v e s ,  w h a t 
M o d e  o f  Wo r s h i p  i s  m o s t  e l i g i b l e ,  a n d  w h a t  i s 
a g r e e a b l e  t o  S c r i p t u r e ;  w h a t  i s  L a w f u l ,  a n d 
w h a t  E x p e d i e n t ,  a n d  w h a t  o t h e r w i s e ;  a n d  t o 
A c t  w i t h  f r e e d o m  a c c o rd i n g  t o  o u r  S e n t i m e n t s 
a n d  A p p r e h e n s i o n s .  A m o n g  u s ,  M i n i s t e r s  c o m e 
u n d e r  n o  O a t h  o r  B o n d  t o  s u p e r i o r s ,  t h a t  c a n 
hamper  them in  the i r  Car r i age  toward s  those  tha t 
a r e  t h e i r  C h a r g e :  T h ey  a r e  l i a b l e  t o  b e  c a l l e d 
upon  to  execu te  no  Canon s  bu t  such  a s  a re  t r u l y 
Apos to l ica l ,  and conta in ’d  in  Scr ip ture ;  and which 
t h e r e f o r e  a r e  l i a b l e  t o  n o  E x c e p t i o n .  T h ey  a r e 
no t  fo rc ’d  w i th  a  g re a t  Appea r ance  o f  So l emni ty, 
t o  d e c l a re  t h e i r  un f e i g n e d  A s s e n t  a n d  Con s e n t ,  t o 
w h a t  t h ey  o f t e n  d o n ’t  h e a r t i l y  a p p rove  o f :  N o r 
a re  t h ey  ob l i g ’d  t o  any  t h i ng  i n  t h e  Conduc t  o f 
t he i r  Re spec t ive  F lock s ,  s av ing  to  a  f ew  n e c e s s a r y 
t h i n g s ,  a g r e e d  u p o n ,  f o r  c o m m o n  C o nve n i e n c e . 
When  Pe r s on s  o f f e r  t o  come  t o  t h e  Lo rd s  Ta b l e , 
I f  t hey  a re  e i t he r  g ro s l y  I gno r an t  o r  S c anda lou s , 
t h ey  may  keep  them f rom i t ,  t i l l  t h ey  a re  e i t h e r 
be t t e r  i n s t r uc t ed  o r  Re fo r m’d ,  w i thou t  any  Dan- 
ger  of  a  Prosecut ion,  which a l l  must  own a mighty 
D i s cou r agmen t .  Nor  a re  t h ey  t emp t ed  t o  P ro s t i - 
tu te  Holy th ings ,  for  fear  o f  an Act ion of  Damage 
f o r  h ind r i ng  a  Man  o f  an  Of f i c e,  f o r  wh i ch ,  re - 
c e iv ing  the  S a c r amen t  i s  requ i r ’d  a s  a  Qua l i f i c a - 
t i o n .  T h ey  c a n  A d m i n i s t e r  B a p t i s m  a n d  a l l  t h e 
o the r  Ord in ance s  o f  t h e  Ch r i s t i a n  Re l i g i on ,  a c -
 H 2 cording



100[100] A Defence of Part III.

co rd ing  t o  t he  Pu r i t y  o f  t h e i r  I n s t i t u t i on ,  w i th - 
ou t  any  need l e s s  Add i t ion s ,  w i thou t  bea r ing  ha rd 
upon  t h e  s c r upu lou s ,  o r  a t  a l l  b re ak i ng  i n  upon 
tha t  L iber ty,  to  which our  Lord  ha th  g iven a l l  h i s 
fo l lower s  a  Right .  They are  not  forc ’d  to a  s t in ted 
Fo r m ,  w h a t eve r  Va r i e t i e s  a r e  r e q u i r ’d  by  Pa r t i - 
c u l a r  A c c i d e n t s  a n d  O c c a s i o n s .  I f  t h e y  p r e f e r 
For ms ,  they  a re  a t  L ibe r ty  to  u se  them,  p rov ided 
they  and  the i r  Peop l e  ag ree  upon  i t :  And  i f  they 
d o  n o t ,  t h ey  a r e  a t  L i b e r t y  t o  l e t  t h e m  a l o n e ; 
w h i c h  i s  m o r e  a g r e e a b l e  t h a n  t o  b e  a b s o l u t e l y 
con f i n ’d ,  whe re  ou r  Lo rd  h a t h  l e f t  a  L i b e r t y.  I f 
a  P r i nce  d i e s  on  a  s udden ,  and  they  h ave  no t i c e 
o f  i t ,  t h ey  a re  no t  ob l i g ’d  t o  wa i t  f o r  Pa r t i cu l a r 
D i re c t i on s  t o  l e ave  ou t  h i s  Name  i n  t h e i r  Pub - 
l i ck  Prayer s ,  or  expect  so  Comica l  a  L i f t  o f  need- 
f u l  A l t e r a t i o n s  a s  i s  u s u a l  i n  s u c h  C a s e s  i n  t h e 
Church of  England.  I f  there be a  Popish Pr ince on 
t h e  T h ro n e ,  t h ey  a r e  f r e e  f ro m  a ny  O b l i g a t i o n 
to  pray  tha t  God would  keep  and s t r eng th en  such a 
Pr ince in  the  t rue  Worsh ip ing  o f  h im ;  whi le  yet  they 
e s t e e m  h i m  a n  I d o l a t e r .  A n d  i f  t h i s  P r i n c e  a i m 
a t  b r i n g i n g  b a ck  Pope r y,  a nd  a  Fo r re i gn  P r i n c e 
when  i nv i t ed ,  come s  t o  d e l ive r  t h e  Na t i on  f rom 
Pope r y  a nd  S l ave r y,  t h ey  h ave  no th i ng  t o  do  t o 
make i t  a  par t  of  thei r  Prayer s ,  that  God would be 
the Defender and Keeper of their Popish Pr ince, and 
g ive  h im the  Vic tor y  over  a l l  h i s  Enemies ,  and so 
D e f e a t  t h e  D e s i g n s ,  o f  o u r  D e l i ve r e r :  N o r  i f  a 
s p u r i ou s  P r i n c e  i s  o b t r ud ed  o n  t h e  N a t i o n ,  a r e 
they  bound so lemnly  to  g ive  God thanks .  Accord- 
i n g  t o  a  Fo r m  p re s c r i b ’d .  They  a re  no t  re qu i r ’d 
t o  H o p e  a g a i n s t  H o p e  i n  t h e  C a s e  o f  t h e  D e - 
c e a s e d :  N o r ,  d o  t h ey  s e n d  t h o s e  t o  H e ave n  a t 
t h e  G r ave ,  w h o m  t h ey  c o n d e m n  i n  t h e  P u l p i t , 
They  c a n  c a l l  ou t  a  B ro t h e r  t h a t  i s  no t o r i ou s l y 
s c anda lou s ,  i n  pu r su i t  o f  t he  Gospe l -Ru le,  w i th- 
ou t  a ny  o t h e r  Hep s  t h an  a re  t h e re i n  men t i on ’d ;
  con-
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c o nve r s i n g  w i t h  h i m  f i r s t  a l o n e ,  t h e n  w i t h  t wo 
or  three,  and a t  l ength  br ing ing the  mat te r  be fore 
t h e  Chu rch ,  w i t hou t  a ny  Conce r n  w i t h  t h e  C i - 
v i l i a n s ,  w h o  m a ke  a  G a i n  o f  U n g o d l i n e s s ,  a n d 
g e t  t h e i r  L i ve l i h o o d  ve r y  mu c h  by  t h e  s i n s  o f 
t h e  Pe o p l e .  T h e y  a r e  n o t  o b l i g ’d  t o  c o n f i n e 
t h e i r  C h a r i t y  t o  a  P a r t y.  T h e y  m ay  ke e p  p r i - 
va t e  Day s  o f  Humi l i a t i on ,  upon  any  Eme rgency, 
Pub l i c k  o r  P r iva t e .  And  i n  s ho r t ,  may  do  wha t - 
e ve r  C h r i s t  h a s  m a d e  t h e i r  D u t y  a s  M i n i s t e r s 
w i t h o u t  h av i n g  t h e i r  C o n s c i e n c e s  h a m p e r ’d  by 
a n y  e n s n a r i n g  B o n d .  T h e y  m a y  d e l i v e r  t h e 
who l e  w i l l  o f  God ,  s e cu re  t h e  Pu r i t y  o f  a l l  D i - 
v ine  In s t i t u t ion s ;  and  u s e  the  L ibe r t y  the i r  g re a t 
Ma t t e r  h a s  l e f t  t h em i n  t h i ng s  I nd i f f e ren t  w i t h - 
out Conf inement.  And then,  as  to the People,  they 
can choose their own Pastor s, and are under no Ob- 
ligation to commit the Care of their Souls to any, in 
whose f itness for such a Charge they are not well sa- 
t i s fy ’d :  And a s  they  can  choose  the i r  own Pas tor s , 
so they can dismiss  them too, i f  they f a l l  into scan- 
d a l o u s  I m m o r a l i t i e s ;  T h ey  a r e  n o t  s t i l l  b o u n d 
to  ma in t a i n  t hem a s  i n  t he  Church ,  whe re  t he re 
i s  n o  g e t t i n g  s u c h  E j e c t e d .  T h e y  c a n  b e c o m e 
Church-Member s ,  w i thou t  do ing  v io l ence  to  any 
Scruple s ,  a t  a l l  bear ing hard upon the i r  Conf iden- 
c e s ,  o r  s ubmi t t i ng  t o  any  un s c r i p tu r a l  Au tho r i t y 
t h a t  h a s  f i x ’d  n ew  Te r m s  o f  C o m mu n i o n .  T h ey 
c a n  h ave  t h e i r  C h i l d r e n  B a p t i z ’d ,  u p o n  C h r i s t s 
ow n  Te r m s ,  w i t h o u t  y i e l d i n g  t o  a n y  n ew  D e - 
d ica t ing  S ign ,  o r  c a s t ing  tha t  Convenant ing-Work 
upon  Sub s t i t u t e s ,  wh i ch  bo th  Rea s on  and  Re l i - 
g ion  devo lve s  upon Pa ren t s  the ro se lve s :  They  can 
secure that  Liber ty which their  Lord hath lef t  them 
a g a i n s t  a l l  P r e t e n d e r s :  T h ey  c a n  c o n t r i bu t e  ( a s 
much as it is their Duty to do so) to that Discipline, 
upon  wh i ch  t h e  Pu r i t y  o f  t h e  Chu rch  Depend s ; 
and they can shew their Char ity to those from whom
 H 3 they
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they di f fer,  without  the leas t  Submiss ion to an on- 
s c r i p t u r a l  A u t h o r i t y :  I n  t h e s e  R e s p e c t s  I  mu s t 
needs own, I think the Case of the Dissenter s vast ly 
preferable to the Establish’d Church,

No tw i th s t and ing  a l l  wh i ch .  I  c an  ye t  s e e  con- 
s i de r ab l e  Impe r f e c t i on s  rema in ing  among  u s ,  and 
a s  f r e e l y  c o m p l a i n  o f  t h e m .  A  C o r e s p o n d e n c e 
b e t we e n  Pa r t i c u l a r  C h u rc h e s ,  i s  ve r y  n e c e s s a r y 
a n d  m u c h  w a n t i n g .  ’ T i s  o w i n g  t o  t h i s ,  t h a t 
t h e re  i s  no t  t h a t  Ha r mony  i n  t h ing s  requ i s i t e  t o 
a  common Order,  tha t  were  h igh ly  de s i r able :  And 
Pa r t i cu l a r l y,  t h a t  Pe r son s  t h a t  h ave  been  E j e c t ed 
i n  s o m e  C h u r c h e s  a s  S c a n d a l o u s ,  a r e  s o m t i m e s 
i g n o r a n t l y  r e c e i v ’d  i n t o  o t h e r  C h u r c h e s ,  w i t h - 
out  tha t  Repentance,  which i s  neces s a r y  to  secure 
t h e  Pu r i t y  wh i ch  ough t  t o  be  ende avou r ’d  a f t e r. 
N e i t h e r  h ave  we  a m o n g  u s  m u c h  o f  t h a t  C a r e 
a s  t o  Pe r s o n a l  ove r  l i g h t ,  by  C a t e c h i z a t i o n  a n d 
Pa r t i cu l a r  In s t r uc t ion ,  wh ich  Mr.  Bax t e r  so  e a r n- 
e s t l y  r e c o m m e n d s  i n  h i s  G i l d a s  S a l v i a n u s ,  a n d 
wh i ch  wou ld  t end  so  much  to  p romote  t he  P ro - 
f i t i ng  o f  the  Peop l e,  unde r  the  Publ i ck  Ord inan- 
c e s  o f  Re l i g ion :  The  Neg l e c t  o f  wh i ch  i s  ow ing 
to  the  wan t  o f  more  Min i s t e r i a l  he lp  in  our  Re- 
spect ive  Cong regat ions ,  and the  Di s tance o f  Habi- 
t a t ions ,  together  wi th  something in  Mini s te r s ,  and 
t h i n g  a l s o  i n  t h e  Pe o p l e ,  a s  m a ke s  t h i s  Wo r k 
e x c e e d i n g  d i f f i c u l t  a f t e r  l o n g  d i s u s e .  I n  t h e s e 
t h i n g s ,  ( a n d  s o m e  o t h e r s  t h a t  m i g h t  b e  m e n - 
t ion ’d )  i t  mus t  be  own’d  we  a re  s t i l l  ve r y  imper - 
f e c t :  B u t  i t  d o e s  n o t  t h e r e f o r e  f o l l ow,  t h a t  we 
h ave  m a d e  n o  a d va n c e s  b e yo n d  t h e  C h u r c h  o f 
England in conformity to the Rule of Scripture.

Hav ing  t hu s  g iven  a  v i ew  o f  t h e  c a s e ,  a c co rd - 
ing  to  our  apprehens ion s ,  I  sha l l  touch  upon Mr. 
H o a d l y ’s  C o m p a r i s o n  by  way  o f  I n t e r r o g a t o r y ,  a 
way  w i t h  w h i c h  h e  s e e m s  mu c h  d e l i g h t e d .  H e 
a s k s  i f  we  a r e  g o t  b eyo n d  t h e  E s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  i n
  thep. 100.
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t h e  g o v e r nm en t  o f  o u r  Chu r c h e s ?  And  h e  wan t s  t o 
k n ow  w h a t  t h a t  i s ?  I  a n swe r ,  T h a t  n e i t h e r  t h ey 
nor we have any g reat reason to brag of our Govern- 
m e n t ,  w i l l  b e  f r e e l y  ow n ’d :  A n d  ye t  i f  we  a r e 
d e f e c t i ve ,  I  t h i n k  ve r i l y  t h ey  a r e  wo r s e .  T h ey 
have  Bi shop s ,  i t ’s  t r ue ;  bu t  where  i s  the i r  Power ? 
U n d e r  t h a t  m i x ’d  s o r t  o f  G ove r n m e n t  we  h ave 
a m o n g  u s ,  we  a r e  c a p a b l e  o f  a  j u s t  c a r e  a b o u t 
the  Qua l i f i c a t ions  o f  those  who a re  own’d  a s  Mi- 
n i s t e r s ;  wa r n i n g  Pe o p l e  t o  w i t h d r aw  f ro m  s u c h 
M i n i s t e r s  a s  a r e  s c a n d a l o u s .  C a n  t h e y  d o  a n y 
m o r e ?  N a y,  d o n ’t  we  g e n e r a l l y  f i n d  t h e y  f a i l 
even  in  th i s ?  Pos s ib ly  i t  may  be  s a id ,  the  B i shops 
h ave  a  Powe r  o f  S u s p e n s i o n ;  a n d  I  g r a n t  t h e y 
h ave  t h e  N a m e  o f  i t ;  b u t  t h ey  mu s t  f i r s t  h ave 
t h e  c on s en t  o f  t h e i r  Ch an c e l l o r s ,  (wh i ch  i s  no t 
ea s i l y  to  be  ga in ’d  in  the  ca se  o f  Immora l i t y )  be- 
f o r e  t h e y  c a n  r e d u c e  i t  t o  P r a c t i c e .  W i t h  u s , 
M in i s t e r s  may  h ave  t h e  f r e e  e xe rc i s e  o f  t h e  Pa - 
s t o r a l  Powe r ;  whe re a s  i n  t h e  Chu rch ,  t h ey  h ave 
n o  m o re  t h a n  t h e  B i s h o p s  d evo l ve  u p o n  t h e m ; 
and  upon Ma le  Admin i s t r a t ion  ’t i s  the  Lay  Chan- 
ce l lo r  tha t  ha s  the  Cogn izance  o f  the  mat te r,  and 
t he  Powe r  i n  h i s  Hand s ,  r a t he r  t h an  t he  B i shop. 
H e  e n q u i r e s  f a r t h e r ,  a s  t o  o u r  D i s c i p l i n e .  A s  t o 
which i t  i s  p l a in ,  tha t  each par t icu la r  Church may 
f r e e l y  c e n s u re  i t s  ow n  M e m b e r s ,  w h o  wa l k  n o t 
a c c o rd i n g  t o  G o s p e l  R u l e .  A f t e r  g o o d  p ro o f  o f 
Immor a l i t i e s  ch a r g ’d ,  ou r  Pa s t o r s  may  e i t h e r  re - 
fu s e  Admi s s ion ,  o r  re j e c t  f rom Communion .  And 
I  t h i n k  I  m ay  ( w i t h o u t  o f f e n c e )  s ay,  t h a t  t h e r e 
i s  m o r e  c a r e  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  t a k e n  a m o n g  u s 
t h an  i n  t he  E s t ab l i s hmen t .  Fo r  t he re,  a l l  a re  ad - 
m i t t e d  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y ;  w h e r e a s  a m o n g  u s , 
t h e r e  i s  p e r s o n a l  C o nve r s a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Pa s t o r 
o f  t h e  C h u r c h ,  a n d  a n  e n q u i r y  i n t o  t h e  L i ve s 
a n d  C a r r i a g e s  o f  s u c h  a s  o f f e r  t o  C o m mu n i o n . 
T h e r e  t h e  a f f a i r  o f  I m m o r a l i t i e s  i s  m a n a g ’d  s o
 H 4 litigiously
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l i t i g iou s l y  i n  the  Ecc l e s i a s t i c a l  Cour t s ,  t h a t  bo th 
Min i s t e r s  a nd  Peop l e  a re  d i s cou r a g ’d  f rom  med- 
l ing ;  wherea s  among us ,  l e t  a  Cr ime ( tha t  accord- 
ing  to  the  Gospe l  i s  a  ba r  to  Communion)  be  but 
known ,  a nd  p rov ’d  by  s u ch  a s  know  i t ,  a nd  t h e 
C e n s u re  f o l l ow s  a c c o rd i n g  t o  R u l e .  A n d  i f  a ny 
p a r t i cu l a r  Churche s  s hou ld  he re in  be  t a rdy,  t hey 
a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  G o d  a n d  M a n ,  a n d  n o t  t h e 
Body  o f  t h e  D i s s en t e r s .  He  come s  n ex t  t o  Wor - 
s h i p ,  a n d  wa n t s  t o  k n ow,  w h e t h e r  we  t h i n k  we 
a re  go t  b eyond  t h em i n  o u r  Adm i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e 
p u b l i c k  O f f i c e s  o f  R e l i g i o n ?  I  a n swe r ,  T h a t  o u r 
way  o f  Wor sh ip  i s  more  ag reeabl e  to  the  Rule  o f 
S c r i p tu re  t h an  t h e i r s ,  ( a s  f a r  a s  t h e re  i s  a  d i f f e - 
r e n c e  b e tween  t h em )  i s  wh a t  h e  may  b e  a s s u r ’d 
we  a r e  f u l l y  p e r s u a d e d  o f ;  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  we 
a re  bound  to  a c t  a c co rd ing  to  ou r  Judgmen t ,  t i l l 
the i r  cont r a r y  Proo f  l ay s  a  founda t ion  fo r  a  Con- 
v i c t i on .  Bu t  a s  we  expec t  no t  t h a t  ou r  a s s e r t i ng 
th i s  wi l l  s a t i s f i e  them;  so  ne i the r  can  we see  tha t 
t h e y  c a n  h ave  a ny  r e a s o n  t o  e x p e c t  t h a t  t h e i r 
con t r a r y  a s s e r t ion  shou ld  con t r ibu te  to  our  s a t i s - 
f a c t i o n .  T h e  P ro o f  a l l e d g e d  o n  b o t h  s i d e s ,  ( f o r 
wh i ch  th i s  i s  no t  a  p rope r  p l a ce )  shou ld  be  du l y 
c o n s i d e r ’d ;  a n d  t h e n  Pe r s o n s  s h o u l d  j u d g e  a c - 
c o rd i n g l y.  B u t  h e  i s  ye t  m o re  p a r t i c u l a r  i n  h i s 
Que r i e s :  I s  a  s t a t e d  L i t u r gy  ( s ay s  h e )  c omp o s ’d  o f 
S e n t e n c e s,  L e s s o n s,  P s a l m s,  a n d  H y m n s,  t a k e n  o u t 
o f  t h e  S c r i p t u r e,  and  o f  p i ou s  and  p r o f i t a b l e  P raye r s, 
a n  i m p e r f e c t  a n d  l o w  D i s p e n s a t i o n ,  w h e n  c o m p a r ’d 
w i th  th e  Pe r f o rman c e s  among s t  you ,  wh i c h  mus t  who l - 
l y  d e p e n d  u p o n  t h e  P r e p a r a t i o n ,  A b l i t i e s,  Te m p e r, 
and p r e s en t  Di spo s i t i on  o f  the  Pe r sons  who a r e  t o  o f f i - 
c i a t e ?  And  i s  i t  mo r e  f o r  t h e  h onou r  o f  God ,  f o r  t h e 
d e c e n c y  o f  pub l i c k  Wo r s h i p,  f o r  t h e  e d i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e 
C h r i s t i a n  C h u r c h ,  t h a t  a  g e n e r a l  E n c o u r a g e m e n t 
shou ld  b e  g i ven  t o  t h i s,  t han  su c h  a  L i tu r gy  b e  j o i n ’d 
w i t h ?  I  r e p l y ;  T h a t  ’ t i s  o n e  t h i n g  t o  Q u e r y, 
wh i ch  wa s  t h e  p r im i t i ve  way  o f  d iv i n e  S e r v i c e ,
  whether
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w h e t h e r  w i t h  a  F o r m ,  o r  w i t h o u t  o n e ?  A n d 
ano the r  t o  Que r y,  wh i ch  way  h a s  t h e  f ewe s t  I n - 
c onven i en c i e s ,  a t  a  T ime,  a nd  i n  a n  Age,  when 
we have  a l l  in  common so  much rea son to  l ament 
t h e  wa n t  o f  t h e  p r i m i t i ve  S p i r i t  o f  P i e t y  a n d 
Z e a l ?  T h a t  i n  S c r i p t u r e - T i m e s ,  t h e  F o l l owe r s 
o f  ou r  g re a t  Lo rd  and  Ma s t e r  we re  a t  l i b e r t y  t o 
e x p r e s s  t h e i r  Wa n t s  a n d  D e s i r e s ,  a n d  c l o a t h 
the i r  P r aye r s  and  the i r  P r a i s e s  w i th  such  Expre s - 
s i on s  a s  t h ey  t hough t  mee t ,  w i t hou t  b e i ng  con - 
f i n e d  t o  a ny  Fo r m s  f ro m  w h i c h  t h ey  m i g h t  n o t 
va r y,  i s  wha t  I  sha l l  f i r mly  be l i eve,  t i l l  I  s ee  be t - 
t e r  ev i d en c e  t o  t h e  c on t r a r y  t h an  I  h ave  a s  ye t 
me t  w i t h .  Tha t  a s  t h e  Sp i r i t  o f  P i e t y  d e c re a s ’d , 
s t a t ed  Fo r ms  we re  i n t roduc ’d  and  s e t t l ed ,  i s  a l s o 
e v i d e n t .  T h a t  t h e y  a r e  i n  t h e m s e l v e s  u n l a w - 
f u l ,  i s  a n  i m a g i n a t i o n  o f  a  f e w ;  b u t  w a s  f a r 
f ro m  b e i n g  e n t e r t a i n ’d  by  t h e  g e n e r a l i t y  o f  t h e 
e j e c t e d  Min i s t e r s ,  o r  t h e i r  Fo l l owe r s .  Tha t  t h ey 
a re  a lway s  t o  b e  p re f e r r ’d ,  a s  mo re  a g re e ab l e  t o 
t h e  d iv i n e  Ma j e s t y,  t h an  s e r i ou s  Add re s s e s ,  t h a t 
a r e  v a r y ’d  w i t h  T i m e s ,  S e a s o n s ,  a n d  C i r c u m - 
s t a n c e s ,  i s  wh a t ,  I  d oub t ,  w i l l  n eve r  b e  p rov ’d . 
T h a t  e a c h  way  o f  p u b l i c k  P r aye r s  m ay  h ave  i t s 
Conven ienc ie s  and  i t s  Inconven ienc ie s ,  c annot  be 
qu e s t i on ’d .  I f  t h e  p r ay i n g  c on s t a n t l y  i n  Pub l i c k 
a c c o rd i n g  t o  a  f i x ’d  L i t u r g y,  h a s  t h i s  c o nve n i - 
e n c e ,  t h a t  i t  d o e s  n o t  d e p e n d  u p o n  t h e  P r e p a r a - 
t i o n ,  A b i l i t i e s,  Te m p e r,  a n d  p r e s e n t  D i s p o s i t i o n  o f 
t h e  P e r s o n s  w h o  a r e  t o  o f f i c i a t e ;  i t  m u s t  ye t  b e 
own’d ,  by  impa r t i a l  Pe r son s ,  th a t  i t  i s  l e s s  su i t ed 
t o  p a r t i c u l a r  C i r c u m s t a n c e s  a n d  O c c a s i o n s  t h a n 
i s  many  t imes  requ i s i t e ;  and  i t  t end s  to  che r i sh  a 
neg lec t  o f  the  g i f t  o f  Prayer,  which i f  a t t a in ’d  and 
we l l  managed ,  would  be  h igh ly  p ro f i t able  both  to 
Min i s t e r s  and  Peop l e ;  and  the s e  a re  no  sma l l  In - 
c o nve n i e n c i e s .  T h a t  i t  i s  n e i t h e r  f o r  t h e  h o n o u r 
o f  God?  t h e  d e c en c y  o f  pub l i c k  Wor sh i p,  o r  t h e  e d i f i -
  cation
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c a t i o n  o f  t h e  Chu r c h ,  t h a t  s u ch  a  L i t u r g y  a s  ou r s 
( t h a t  h a s  s o  m a ny  o b n ox i o u s  E x p re s s i o n s  t o  b e 
cont inua l ly  repea ted ,  and so  much Confus ion and. 
D i s o r d e r ,  a n d  s o  m a n y  n e e d l e s s  R e p e t i t i o n s ) 
shou ld  be  adhe r ’d  to,  to  the  d i s cour ag ing  o f  f ree 
P r a ye r ,  i n  a  g r a ve  m a n n e r ,  i n  S c r i p t u r a l  L a n - 
gu a g e ,  a c co rd i n g  t o  t h e  C i rc ums t a n c e s  a nd  Oc - 
c a s i on s  o f  t ho s e  who  jo in  in  publ i ck  Wor sh ip,  i s 
w h a t  I  a m  a bu n d a n t l y  c o nv i n c ’d  o f .  A n d  ye t  I 
am  no  en emy  n e i t h e r  t o  a  we l l  o rd e r ’d  L i t u r g y, 
suppos ing Per sons  le f t  a t  l iber ty  to  use  or  omit  i t , 
accord ing to  the i r  Inc l ina t ions  and Circumstances . 
B u t  M r.  H o a d l y  m a ke s  a  m o t i o n  f o r  p r o c u r i n g  a 
t r u e  Copy  o f  a l l  t h e  p u b l i c k  P raye r s  u s e d  i n  a l l  t h e 
Cong r e g a t i on s  t h r oughou t  t h e  who l e  Land  on  any  on e 
Lord’s  Day, by those who have thrown o f f  the use o f  the 
L i t u r g y ;  a n d  f o r  c o m p a r i n g  t h e s e  w i t h  t h e  S e r v i c e 
i n  t h e  C o m m o n - P r ay e r - B o o k  e s t a b l i s h ’d ;  a n d  s ay s, 
t h a t  t h i s  wou l d  c l e a r ly  d emon s t ra t e  wh i c h  i s  mo s t  f o r 
t h e  h on ou r  o f  God ,  a nd  t h e  d e c e n c y  o f  h i s  Wo r s h i p ; 
wh i c h  g i v e s  mo s t  o c c a s i o n  t o  Imp r o p r i e t i e s  a n d  I r r e - 
gu l a r i t i e s  i n  h i s  S e r v i c e ;  wh i c h  i s,  un i ve r s a l ly  s p e ak - 
i n g,  m o s t  f o r  t h e  Tr u e  a n d  Ch r i s t i a n  Ed i f i c a t i o n  o f 
the  Peop l e ;  the  me thod we  have  c ho s en  and en cou rag ’d , 
o r  t h e  i m p e r f e c t  d i s c a r d e d  L i t u r g y .  To  w h i c h  I 
s h a l l  o n l y  m a ke  t h i s  R e p l y,  T h a t  s u p p o s i n g  a s 
h e  m ove s  f o r  a  C o py  o f  a l l  t h e  P r aye r s  o f  t h e 
D i s s en t e r s ,  I  s hou l d  move  f o r  a  Copy  o f  a l l  t h e 
Ser mons  o f  the  Church-men in  the  Kingdom,  up- 
o n  a ny  o n e  L o rd ’s  D ay ;  a n d  a s  h e  i s  f o r  c o m - 
pa r ing  the  one  wi th  the  Se r v i c e -Book ,  so  I  shou ld 
compare the other with the Homil ies  of the Church, 
I  be l i eve  I  shou ld  ge t  a s  good  and  s t rong  an  ev i - 
d en c e  by  my  Me thod ,  t h a t  we  o u gh t  c o n s t a n t l y 
t o  P r e a c h  b y  a  F o r m ;  a s  h e  b y  h i s ,  t h a t  w e 
ough t  t o  P ray  by  a  F o r m ,  w i t hou t  any  va r i a t i on . 
I  b e l i eve  I  s hou l d  g e t  a s  good  a  d emon s t r a t i on , 
t h a t  i t  wou l d  b e  mo s t  f o r  t h e  h o n o u r  o f  God ,  a n d
  the
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t h e  d e c e n c y  o f  h i s  Wo r s h i p,  a n d ,  u n i v e r s a l l y  s p e a k - 
i n g,  m o s t  f o r  t h e  Tr u e  a n d  Ch r i s t i a n  Ed i f i c a t i o n  o f 
t h e  Peop l e  to  have  on ly  Homi l i e s  in  the  Pu lp i t ,  a s 
h e ,  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  b e s t  a n s w e r  t h o s e  e n d s  t o 
h a v e  o n l y  t h e  L i t u r g y  i n  t h e  D e s k .  O r  i f  h e 
s l i gh t s  my  p ropo s ’d  Demons t r a t i on ,  he  wou ld  do 
wel l  to  shew how hi s  own wi l l  ho ld ,  or  be  o f  any 
s i gn i f i c ance.  For  I  shou ld  th ink  he ’s  a s  much  ob- 
l i g ’d  t o  p rove ,  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  f e w e r  a n d  m o r e  i n - 
c o n s i d e ra b l e  Imp e r f e c t i o n s  i n  the  o rd ina r y  D i s cou r - 
s e s  o f  the  C le rgy  than  in  the  s t a t ed  Homi l i e s ,  i n 
o rde r  t o  t he  j u s t i f y i ng  h i s  p re f e r r i ng  t he  f o r me r 
b e f o re  t h e  l a t t e r ;  a s  we  a r e  t o  p rove ,  t h a t  t h e r e 
a r e  f e w e r  a n d  m o r e  i n c o n s i d e r a b l e  I m p e r f e c t i o n s  i n 
ou r  P r aye r s ,  t h an  i n  t h e  L i t u r g y,  t o  j u s t i f i e  ou r 
preferring them before it.

We l l  t h e n ,  w h a t  wo u l d  t h e  G e n t l e m a n  h ave ? 
Wo u l d  h e ,  b e c a u s e  we  a r e  n o t  p e r f e c t ,  h ave  u s 
ow n  we  h a ve  a s  g r o s s  I m p e r f e c t i o n s  a s  t h e y ? 
H ow  c a n  t h a t  b e ,  w h e n  we  a r e  f u l l y  p e r s u a d e d 
o f  t he  con t r a r y ?  Wou ld  he  h ave  u s  own  we  have 
g o t  n o t h i n g  by  o u r  S e p a r a t i o n ,  w h e n  we  h ave 
the  th ing s  upon  which  we  l ay  the  g rea t e s t  s t re s s ? 
Wo u l d  h e  e x t o r t  a  c o n f e s s i o n  f ro m  u s ,  t h a t  we 
a r e  n o t  f a r t h e r  r e f o r m ’d  t h a n  t h ey,  b e c a u s e  we 
h ave  s ome  t h i n g s  among  u s  ye t  t o  b e  r e f o r m ’d ? 
I s  t h i s  t o  b e  a c c o u n t e d  f o r ?  H ow  o d d  a r e  h i s 
Que r i e s ?  How  i n c o n g r u o u s  i s  i t  ( s ay s  h e )  t h a t  y o u 
s h o u l d  s e p a ra t e  f r om  t h e  Chu r c h  o f  En g l a n d  b e c a u s e 
i t  i s  no t  p e r f e c t ,  and  be  you r  s e l ve s  in  th e  mean  wh i l e 
a s  imp e r f e c t  a nd  d e f e c t i v e  Chu r c h e s  a s  t h a t  you  h a ve 
s e p a r a t e d  f r om ?  Bu t  how  e a s i l y  m i gh t  t h e  Que r y 
h ave  been  s p a r ’d ,  when  he  knows  we  do  no t  s e - 
p a r a t e  f rom the  Church  o f  Eng l and  bec au s e  i t  i s 
no t  pe r f e c t ,  (wh i ch  we  know no  Church  w i l l  b e 
upon Ear th )  but  because  i t  cher i she s  sundr y  g ro s s 
Imper fec t ions ,  and  i s  so  incurably  fond o f  unsc r i - 
p t u r a l  A d d i t i o n s ,  w h i c h ,  i n  o u r  C h u r c h e s ,  we
  have
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h ave  a vo i d e d ,  a n d  ke e p  f r e e  f r o m ?  H e  f a r t h e r 
Quer i e s ,  I f  t h e  Cau s e  you  a r e  e n g a g e d  i n ,  t h e  p r e s - 
s i n g  R e f o r m a t i o n s  a n d  Amen dm en t s,  b e  a  g o o d  r e a - 
s o n  f o r  S e p a ra t i o n ,  o r  l ay  an  o b l i g a t i o n  up on  you  t o 
s e p a r a t e ,  w hy  d o  y o u  n o t  s e p a r a t e  f r o m  y o u r  o w n 
Chur c h e s,  i n  o rd e r  t o  t h e  b r ing ing  th em t o  Pe r f e c t i on? 
I  a n s we r ,  ’ T i s  e ve r y  M a n ’s  D u t y  t o  j o i n  w i t h 
tha t  Church which ,  upon sea rch  and examina t ion , 
a pp e a r s  t o  h im  mo s t  a g re e a b l e  t o  t h e  R u l e  a n d 
Pa t t e r n  o f  S c r i p t u r e .  We  e s t e e m  t h i s  t h e  c a s e 
o f  s ome  s epa r a t e  Churche s ,  i f  compa r ’d  w i th  the 
C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d ;  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  we  j o i n  w i t h 
t h e m  f o r  we  d o n ’t  l ove  S e p a r a t i o n  f o r  S e p a r a - 
t ion sake,  but  a re  on ly  des i rous  o f  coming a s  near 
t o  S c r i p t u r e  a s  m a y  b e :  A n d  w h e n  a  C h u r c h 
o f f e r s  t h a t  a p p e a r s  ye t  m o r e  a g r e e a b l e  t o  t h e 
S c r i p t u r e ,  we  s h a l l  t h i n k  o u r  s e l ve s  o b l i g ’d  t o 
f a l l  i n  w i t h  t h a t ,  un l e s s  t h e  p a r t i cu l a r  Chu rche s 
we jo in ’d  wi th  be fore  can be  preva i l ’d  wi th  there- 
i n  t o  i m i t a t e  t h e m .  H i s  o t h e r  Q u e r i e s  a r e  a n - 
swer’d before.

U p o n  t h e  w h o l e  t h e n ,  i f  t h e  M o d e r a t e  N o n - 
con fo r mi s t s  h ave  e s c ap ’d  many  o f  t he  I r regu l a r i - 
t i e s  a n d  D i s o r d e r s  w h i c h  h ave  a l l  a l o n g  b e e n 
mo s t  j u s t l y  comp l a i n ed  o f  i n  t h e  Chu r c h  o f  En g - 
l a n d ,  a n d  a r e  m o re  c o n f o r m a b l e  t o  t h e  R u l e  o f 
S c r i p t u r e  i n  s u n d r y  T h i n g s  t h a n  t h e y,  ( w h i c h 
may  be  e a s i l y  judg ’d  o f  by  a  pa r t i cu l a r  Compar i - 
s on )  t h en  t h e  Peop l e  d i d  we l l  i n  f a l l i n g  i n  w i th 
them,  even  tho ’ t he re  we re  s eve r a l  Impe r f e c t i on s 
r e m a i n i n g  a m o n g  t h e m ;  t o  w h i c h  I m p e r f e c t i o n s 
h oweve r ,  a l l  a r e  i n  t h e i r  s e ve r a l  P l a c e s ,  b o u n d 
t o  e n d e avo u r  t o  a p p l y  a  s u i t a b l e  R e m e d y.  B u t 
Mr. Hoadly asserts farther,

3.  Tha t  t o  s e p a ra t e  f r om  a  Chu r c h  i n  o rd e r  t o  o b - 
t a in  a  fa r t h e r  Re f o rma t i on  i s  no t  i n  i t  s e l f  a  r e a s ona - 
b l e  o r  d e f e n s a b l e  t h i n g .  Bu t  he  mu s t  g ive  u s  l e ave 
t o  b e  o f  t h e  s o l i t a r y  S en t imen t ,  t i l l  h e  h a s  we l l
  prov’d
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p rov ’d  t h a t  A s s e r t i o n .  T h i s  A r g u m e n t  ( h e  s a y s ) 
suppo s e s  t ha t  t h e  Chu r c h  i s  t o l e ra b l e :  But  suppos ing 
the  I r regu l a r i t i e s  re t a in ’d  a t  i t s  f i r s t  Re fo r ma t ion 
f rom the  Pop i sh  Ido l a t r y  and  Supe r s t i t i on ,  migh t 
be  though t  t o l e ra b l e  a t  tha t  t ime,  i t  doe s  no t  fo l - 
l ow,  bu t  t h e  i n cu r ab l e  Fondne s s  o f  t h em  t h a t  i s 
a f t e rward s  d i s covered ,  and  the  so  se t t l ing  in  them 
a s  to  ob s t r uc t  Amendment s ,  may  rende r  them in- 
t o l e r a b l e .  S o  t h a t  t h o ’ t h i s  b e  t h e  s a m e  C h u r c h 
w i th  wh i c h  th e  o l d  Pu r i t an s  though t  c on s t an t  Commu- 
n i on  t o  b e  l aw f u l  a nd  n e c e s s a r y  i n  t h e i r  Day ;  ye t  i t 
ne i ther  fo l lows ,  tha t  the  separa t ing f rom a  Church 
i n  o rd e r  t o  o b t a i n  a  f a r t h e r  R e f o r m a t i o n ,  mu s t 
be  in  i t  s e l f  an  i r r a t iona l  and  unde sen s ib l e  th ing ; 
o r  t h a t  t h e s e  O l d  P u r i t a n s  t h e m s e l ve s ,  h a d  t h ey 
l ived  in  our  t imes ,  and found the  Church so  f ix ’d 
in  tho se  Cor r up t ion s  tha t  had  been  so  long  com- 
p l a i n ’d  o f ,  wo u l d  n o t  h ave  b e e n  f o r  S e p a r a t i o n 
a s  we l l  a s  we .  T h a t  w h i c h  ( h e  s a y s )  t h i s  A r g u - 
men t  in t ends,  i s  no t  tha t  we  c anno t  Communi ca t e  w i th 
thi s  Church as the o ld Pur i tans did,  but that  f inding no 
l ike l ihood  o f  c ompas s ing  a  fa r the r  Re fo rmat i on  in  i t  by 
c ommuni ca t ing  wi th  i t ,  we  s epa ra t e  f r om i t  a s  the  mos t 
l i k e ly  way  t o  o b t a i n  t h i s  R e f o r ma t i o n ,  I  an swe r,  i n 
t h e  p ro p o s i n g  t h e  A r g u m e n t ,  t h e  O l d  P u r i t a n s 
a r e  n o t  r e f e r r ’d  t o  o n e  w a y  o r  a n o t h e r :  B u t 
s i n c e  h e  w i l l  r e f e r  t o  t h em ,  I  mu s t  n e ed s  s ay,  I 
t h i n k  h e  o u g h t  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  b e t we e n  wa i t i n g 
f o r  A m e n d m e n t s  w h e n  g o o d  h o p e s  a r e  g ive n  o f 
t h e m  by  m a n y  i n  Powe r ;  a n d  a  p r e t e n d i n g  t o 
wa i t  f o r  t h e m ,  w h e n  t h e re  i s  n o  r a t i o n a l  H o p e 
r e m a i n i n g .  B u t  s u p p o s i n g  t h i s  a  l i k e l y  M e t h o d  t o 
compa s s  t he  Re fo r ma t ion  de s i red ,  ( o f  wh i ch  un- 
de r  the  nex t  Head )  He  s ay s ,  i t  s e em s  t o  h im  t o  b e 
a  M e t h o d  n o t  a l l o w e d  b y  R e a s o n  o r  C h r i s t i a n i t y . 
W h i c h  i f  h e  c a n  m a ke  a p p e a r  by  a u i t a b l e  E v i - 
d e n c e ,  t h e y  w i l l  b e  g ro s l y  f a u l t y,  w h o  s h o u l d 
p re t end  t o  de f end  i t .  To  me  I  mu s t  i ndeed  con-
  fess
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f e s s  i t  we re  a  s u f f i c i e n t  I n d u c e m e n t  t o  d e c l a r e 
a g a i n s t  t h i s  M e t h o d ,  i f  I  c o u l d  f i n d  w a s  n o t 
a l l o w e d  b y  C h r i s t i a n i t y :  B u t  S u p p o s i n g  i t  a s  M r. 
Hoad ly ,  h e re  doe s ,  t h a t  t h i s  w e r e  t h e  l i k e l i e s t  Me - 
t h od  o f  b r i n g i n g  t h i s  f a r the r  Re fo r ma t ion  t o  e f f e c t , 
I  s hou ld  ha rd l y  cha rge  i t  a s  a  Me t h od  n o t  a l l ow ed 
b y  R e a s o n ,  F o r  m y  P a r t  I  c a n t  s e e  h o w  t h a t 
Me thod  c an  be  i r r a t i ona l ,  t h a t  i s  t he  mos t  l i ke l y 
o f  a n y  t o  r e a c h  t h e  E n d  d e s i g n ’d .  B u t  t o  l e t 
t h a t  Pa s s .  H ow  d o e s  i t  a p p e a r  t h a t  t h i s  M e t h o d 
i s  n o t  a l l o w e d  by  C h r i s t i a n i t y ?  W hy  A c c o r d i n g  t o 
t h e  b e s t  o f  M r .  H o a d l y ’s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  a n d  h i s 
p r e s e n t .  v i ew,  i t  i s  a  d o i n g  e v i l  t h a t  g o od  way  c ome . 
And  i f  he  c an  make  i t  ou t  th a t  he  he re in  unde r - 
s t ands  the  mat te r  r ight ,  and tha t  h i s  p re sent  View 
i s  ju s t .  I ’ l l  own h i s  Charge :  For  I  am ve r y  s en s i - 
b l e  Chr i s t i an i t y  ne i the r  doe s  nor  c an  in  any  c a s e 
a l low of  the do ing  ev i l ,  tha t  good may come .  But  the 
Proof  in  th i s  Case  i s  to  be  a t tended to.  He argues 
f rom the  C iv i l  Gove r nmen t  t o  the  Ecc l e s i a s t i c a l . 
He says .  I t  would be Rebe l l ion and a s in fu l  Disobedi- 
en c e,  t o  r i s e  up  a g a i n s t  a  t o l e ra b l e  C i v i l  Gove r nmen , 
and f i l l  the  Wor ld  wi th  Con fus i on .  ’Ti s  g ranted him: 
He  need  no t  a sk ,  whe the r  i t  wou ld  s anc t i f y  such 
a  prac t ice,  to  s ay  tha t  th i s  i s  done in  order  to  the 
mak ing  i t  c omp l e a t  a nd  p e r f e c t ?  He  knows  ve r y 
we l l ,  we  t h e r e i n  a g r e e  w i t h  h i m .  B u t  t h e n  h i s 
A r g u m e n t  l i e s  i n  t h e  Q u e r y  t h a t  i s  a d d e d ,  a n d 
founded upon a  suppos ’d  Pa ra l l e l :  Suppos ing  ( s ay s 
he) a Church to  be  to le rable,  and nothing to  be requi r ’d 
i n  o rd e r  t o  Commun i o n  w i t h  i t ,  bu t  wh a t  may  l aw - 
f u l ly  b e  c omp lyd  w i t h ,  t h o ’ i t  b e  n o t  s o  p e r f e c t  a s  i t 
m i gh t  b e,  and  a s  you  w i s h  i t ,  ye t  w i l l  i t  n o t  b e  s i n - 
f u l  t o  s e p e ra t e  f r om  i t ,  a nd  d i s un i t e  Ch r i s t i a n s  f r om 
o n e  a n o t h e r ?  I  a n swe r  t ho ’ Rebe l l i on  a g a i n s t  t h e 
C iv i l  Gove r nmen t  i s  a  g re a t  s i n ,  ye t  i t  doe s  no t 
f o l l ow  t h a t  s e p a r a t i n g  f ro m  a  C h u r c h  t h a t  u n - 
wa r r an t ab l y  impo se s  un s c r i p tu r a l  Te r ms  o f  Com-
  munion
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mu n i o n  i s  s o  t o o :  f o r  t h e r e  i s  a  m i g h t y  d i f f e - 
rence  be tween  the  two Case s .  Rebe l l ion  i s  the re- 
fore a s in,  because i t  i s  in ef fect a res i s t ing of God, 
as  i t  i s  a  res i s t ing that  Power which he has invested 
the  Mag i s t r a te  wi tha l :  But  Separa t ion  in  the  Case 
suppos ’d ,  i s  so  f a r  f rom be ing  a  re s i s t ing  God ,  in 
re fus ing a  Compliance with such a Power as  he has 
c o nvey ’d ,  t h a t  i t  i s  a  c o m p l y i n g  w i t h  h i m ,  a n d 
y i e l d i ng  t o  h im ,  a s  i t  i s  a n  oppo s i ng  a  p re t end- 
ed  Sp i r i t u a l  Power,  wh i ch  he  neve r  conveyed ,  i n 
o r d e r  t o  a  g r e a t e r  C o n f o r m i t y  t o  t h e  R u l e  o f 
Sc r ip tu re,  th an  cou ld  be  re ach ’d  unde r  a  submi s - 
s i on  t o  any  s u ch  p re t ended  Powe r.  He  t h e re f o re 
shoot s  ve r y  wide,  when  he  a sk s  in  th i s  Ca se,  wi l l 
t h e  end  p r opo s f e d  s an c t i f y  an  Ev i l  wh i c h  ha th  s o  ve r y 
p e r n i c i o u s  a n d  s a d  C o n s e q u e r i c e s ?  Fo r  h e r e  i s  n o 
Ev i l  t o  b e  s a n c t i f i e d .  I t  i s  s o  f a r  f rom  be i ng  an 
Ev i l  t o  s e p a r a t e  f rom  a  Chu rch  t h a t  a ppe a r s  i n - 
c u r a b l y  f o n d  o f  u p s c r i p t u r a l  Te r m s  o f  C o m mu - 
n i o n ,  t h a t  i t  i s  h i g h l y  a g r e e a b l e  t o  G o d ,  a n d 
wi l l  y ie ld  Peace  and Comfor t  both here  and here- 
a f t e r .  A s  f o r  t h e  p e r n i c i o u s  a n d  s a d  Con s e q u e n c e s , 
s o  o f t  men t ioned ,  t hey  a s  i t  h a th  been  o f t en  re - 
p l i ed ,  a re  cha rgeabl e  upon  tho se  tha t  he re in  p re- 
t e n d  t o  a  Powe r  t h a t  C h r i s t  n e ve r  g ave  t h e m , 
and  no t  upon  tho s e  who  a re  p a s s ive  i n  the i r  Se - 
p a r a t i o n .  T h e  I m p o s e r s  a r e  t h e  Pe r s o n s ,  w h o 
p rope r l y  d i s - un i t e  Ch r i s t i a n s  f r om  on e  an o t h e r ,  and 
no t  t h ey  who  a re  f o rc ed  t o  s ep a r a t e  i n  o rde r  t o 
a  g r e a t e r  C o n f o r m i t y  t o  S c r i p t u r e .  W h e n  t h e n 
he  f a r ther  a sk s ,  wi l l  i t  b e  su f f i c i en t  t o  s ay,  we  s epa - 
r a t e  i n  o r d e r  t o  t h e  b r i n g i n g  t h i s  Chu r c h  t o  g r e a t e r 
P e r f e c t i o n ?  I  a n s we r ,  ’ t i s  a b u n d a n t l y  s u f f i c i e n t 
t o  s a y,  we  s e p a r a t e  f r o m  a  N a t i o n a l  C h u r c h , 
whose  Bo t tom i s  a s  f a r  a s  we  c an  judge  un s c r i p - 
t u r a l ,  and .  wh i ch  w i th  t ime  g rows  bu t  more  and 
m o r e  s e t t l e d  u p o n  t h a t  B o t t o m ,  b o t h  t h a t  we 
may  have  the  g re a t e t  Con fo r mi t y  to  the  Ru l e  o f
  Scripture
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Scr ipture among our se lves ;  and that  we may as  f ar 
a s  i n  u s  l i e s  b r ing  tha t  Church  to  a  nea re r  Con- 
fo r mi ty  to  tha t  Rule,  i f  i t  wou ld  have  u s  embody 
wi th  i t .  But  ( s ay s  he )  i s  S epa ra t i on  t o  i nno c en t  and 
ha rml e s s  a  th ing s  tha t  any  good  p ropo s ed  a t  a  d i s t an c e 
sha l l  ju s t i fy  i t  and make  i t  E l i g ibl e?  S t i l l  where’s  the 
A s s e r t i on  made  good ,  t h a t  t h e  s ep a r a t i ng  f rom a 
Chu rch  s e t t l e d  i n  va r i ou s  g ro s s  Co r r up t i on s  and 
Di sorder s ,  in  order  to  a  f a r ther  Refor mat ion ,  i s  a 
do ing  Ev i l  t ha t  Good  may  c ome?  Thi s  was  the  th ing 
to  have  been  p rov ’d .  But  a  hundred  such  Quer i e s 
w i l l  n e ve r  p rove  i t .  H oweve r ;  I  a n swe r ,  S e p a - 
r a t i o n  i s  e i t h e r  i n n o c e n t  a n d  h a r m l e s s ,  o r  u n - 
j u s t i f i a b l e  a n d  b l a m e - wo r t hy,  a c c o rd i n g  t o  t h e 
G ro u n d s  a n d  O c c a s i o n s  o f  i t .  T h o ’ e v e r y  g o o d 
t h a t  i s  p r o p o s ’d  a t  a  D i s t a n c e  w o n ’t  j u s t i f y  i t ,  ye t 
whe re  i t  re a l l y  t end s  t o  a  g re a t e r  Con fo r mi t y  to 
the  Rule  o f  Sc r ip tu re  bo th  in  Pe r son s  themse lve s 
and other s  too,  ’t i s  ver y  ju s t i f i able,  ’t i s  rea l ly  E l i - 
g i b l e .  B u t  ( s ay s  h e )  n o  M e n  h a v e  i n v e i g h ’d  m o r e 
a ga in s t  i t ,  t han  you  and  you r  P r ed e c e s s o r s .  I  an swer, 
w h o eve r  h ave  i nve i g h ’d  a g a i n s t  i t ,  n o  M a n  c a n 
prove tha t  Separa t ion a s  such i s  blameable,  or  tha t 
e v e r y  d e g r e e  o f  S e p a r a t i o n  i s  u n w a r r a n t a b l e , 
where one cer tain extreme deg ree of i t  i s  so.  As f ar 
then as  e i ther the e jected Minis ter s  or  their  Prede- 
ce s sor s ,  cou ld  prove  the  Separa t ion  they  inve igh ’d 
a g a i n s t  wa s  u n wa r r a n t a b l e ,  s o  f a r  t h ey  we r e  i n 
t h e  r i g h t  b u t  n o  f a r t h e r .  N o  M a n  h a s  l o a d e d 
i t  w i t h  m o r e  A g g r a va t i o n s  t h a n  M r.  B ax t e r .  Wh a t , 
a l l  s o r t s  o f  Sepa r a t ion ,  tho ’ manag ’d  w i th  Cha r i - 
t y  a n d  M o d e r a t i o n ?  T h a t  wo u l d  b e  s t r a n g e ,  I 
con fe s s !  Bu t  ’t i s  no  new th ing  fo r  Pe r son s  to  re - 
p re sen t  tha t  Good Man a s  incons i s t en t  wi th  h im- 
s e l f ,  when  i t  s e em s  f o r  t h e i r  I n t e re s t  h e  s hoo l d 
b e  t h o ’t  s o !  H owe ve r ;  l e t  h i m  o r  o t h e r s  h ave 
sa id what  they wi l l ,  i t  does  not  fo l low that  a  Cha- 
r i t ab l e  Sepa r a t ion  f rom a  Church  o f  such  a  Con-
  ititution

p. 106. 



Part III. Moderate Non-Conformity [113]113

s t i t u t i o n  a s  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d , 
and  th a t  appea r s  s o  f i x ’d  i n  i t s  Cor r up t ion s ,  i s  a 
r e a l  E v i l ,  n a y  i s  n o t  s t r i c t l y  d e f e n s i b l e .  A n d 
to  app ly  wha t  ha s  been  s a id  by  any  e i the r  in  fo r- 
m e r  T i m e s ,  o r  m o re  l a t e l y,  a g a i n s t  a  B r o w n i s t i - 
c a l  S e p a r a t i o n ,  t o  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  we l l  k n ow n  t o 
s e p a r a t e  u p o n  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  P r i n c i p l e s ,  i s  n o t 
f a i r  n o r  c a n d i d .  I t  m ay  e a s i l y  b e  a l l ow ’d ,  t h a t 
they who so  separa te  f rom the Church of  Eng land , 
a s  t o  unchu rch  he r  Pa r i s h  Chu rche s ,  and  u t t e r l y 
d i s ow n  t h e  a c c e p t a b l e n e s s  o f  t h e i r  Wo r s h i p  t o 
God ,  a re  t o  b e  condemn ’d :  Bu t  i t  doe s  no t  f o l - 
l ow  t h e r e f o r e  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  t o  b e  c o n d e m n ’d , 
who  s epa r a t e  f rom the  Church  o f  Eng l and  i n  o r - 
d e r  t o  a  g r e a t e r  c o n f o r m i t y  t o  S c r i p t u r e ,  a n d 
ye t  re s p e c t  t h e  Membe r s  o f  t h a t  Chu rch  a s  B re - 
t h ren ,  and  a re  re ady  t o  exp re s s  t h e i r  Cha r i t y  t o 
t he  Church  unde r  a l l  i t  d i s o rde r s ,  i n  any  p rope r 
a nd  f i t t i n g  way s .  Bu t  l e t  u s  s e e  how  he  a r gu e s . 
We  a r e  o b l i g ’d  ( h e  s ay s )  n o t  t o  s e e k  t h e  G l o r y  o f 
G o d  i n  a l l  way s .  ’ T i s  g r a n t e d .  A n d  i t  i s  u n l aw - 
ful to endeavour or design the amendment or advan- 
tage of  a  Church by a l l  methods .  ’Ti s  a l so  g ranted 
h i m .  W h a t  d o e s  h e  i n f e r ?  W h y, — T h e r e f o r e 
( s ay s  he )  t o  s e p a ra t e  f r om  a  Chu r c h  w i t h  wh i c h  you 
c an  ho l d  Commun i on  i n  a l l  Ch r i s t i an  Of f i c e s  w i t hou t 
s i n n i n g,  u n d e r  p r e t e n c e  o f  b r i n g i n g  i t  t o  m o r e  P e r - 
f e c t i o n ,  i s  u n l a w f u l .  I  a n swe r ;  M a ny  w h o  s e p a - 
r a t e  f rom  t h e  Chu rch  o f  Eng l a n d ,  a re  p e r s u ad ed 
i n  t he i r  Con s c i ence s  t hey  c a nn o t  h o l d  Commun i on 
wi th  tha t  Church in  a l l  Chr i s t i an  Of f i ce s ,  a s  they 
m a n a g e  t h e m ,  w i t h o u t  s i n n i n g .  I  h o p e  t h ey  m ay 
b e  e x c u s ’d .  A n d  i t  m u s t  b e  o w n ’d  h e  f a i r l y 
b r i n g s  t h e m  o f f ,  by  d e c l a r i n g .  T h a t  i f  w e  c o u l d 
no t  j o in  w i th  the  Chur c h  o f  England in  the  Of f i c e s  o f 
R e l i g i o n ,  w i t h o u t  s i n n i n g  a g a i n s t  o u r  C o n s c i e n c e s, 
t h i s  t u r n s  S e p a r a t i o n  f r o m  a  S i n  i n t o  a  Ve r t u e ,  by 
m a k i n g  i t  a  n e c e s s a r y  D u t y .  B u t  t h e n  h e  a d d s ; 
 I Since
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S i n c e  w e  c a n  Commun i c a t e  w i t h o u t  s i n n i n g,  a n d  ye t 
s e p a r a t e ,  h e  s e e s  n o t  wh a t  c a n  mak e  i t  n e c e s s a r y  o f 
e x c u s a b l e .  I  rep l y ;  I f  t h ey  t h a t  c anno t  a t  a l l  j o i n 
wi th  the  Church o f  Eng land  in  the  Of f ice s  o f  Re- 
l i g ion ,  wi thout  s inn ing  aga in s t  the i r  Consc ience s , 
a re  the re fo re  excu s ab l e  in  no t  jo in ing  a t  a l l  w i th 
t h e m ;  t h e n  i t  f o l l ow s ,  t h a t  t h e y  t h a t  c a n n o t 
c o n s t a n t ly  j o in  w i th  the  s ame  Church ,  o f  Eng l and 
i n  a l l  t h e  O f f i c e s  o f  R e l i g i o n  w i t h o u t  s i n n i n g 
a g a i n s t  t h e i r  Con s c i e n c e s ,  a r e  a l s o  e x c u s a b l e  i n 
n o t  j o i n i n g  c o n s t a n t l y  w i t h  t h e m .  A n d  t h i s  i s 
o u r  c a s e  w i t h  w h o m  h e  i s  h e r e  d e a l i n g ;  a n d 
t h e re f o re  s i n c e  we  c an ’t  j o i n  s o  con s t an t l y  w i t h 
the  Church  a s  he  de s i re s ,  w i thout  s inn ing  aga in s t 
o u r  C o n s c i e n c e s ,  o u r  S e p a r a t i o n ,  w h i l e  w e 
t h i nk  s o,  mu s t  b e  no t  on l y  e x c u s a b l e ,  bu t  n e c e s - 
sary.

H e  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  a w a r e  o f  t h i s ,  a n d 
the re fo re  a t t empt s  to  so l ve  the  D i f f i cu l t y,  by  in - 
s inua t ing ,  tha t  c on s t an t  Commun i on  cou ld  no t ,  up- 
o n  s u c h  P r i n c i p l e s  a s  o u r s  a r e ,  b e  a  s i n n i n g  a - 
g a i n s t  o u r  Con s c i e n c e s .  Bu t  I ’ l l  i l l u s t r a t e  t he  ma t - 
te r  by  an  in s t ance.  I ’ l l  suppose  a  Man to  have  h i s 
c h o i c e  a s  t o  t h e  P r e a c h e r s  h e ’ l l  h e a r .  T h e r e ’s 
a n  o rd i n a r y  a n d  we a k  P re a c h e r  w h o m  h e  h e a r s 
s ome t ime s ,  wh i l e  ye t  h e  s t a t e d l y  a t t e nd s  on  t h e 
P re a ch ing  o f  t ho s e  who  a re  be t t e r  qua l i f y ’d .  Fo r 
t h i s  Man  t o  h e a r  t h i s  we ak  P re a che r  con s t a n t l y, 
wou ld  be  a  s i nn ing  ag a in s t  h i s  Con sc i ence ;  i n a s - 
much a s  i t  would  be  a  depr iv ing  h imse l f  o f  be t te r 
h e l p  i n  h i s  way  t o  He aven ;  a nd  ye t  i t  d o e s  no t 
f o l l ow  h e  s i n s ,  i n  h e a r i n g  h i m  s o m e t i m e s .  T h e 
encourag ing  an  hones t  Man who perhaps  doe s  h i s 
b e s t ;  and  the  encou r ag ing  o the r s  t o  a t t end  upon 
h i m  w h o  c a n ’t  h ave  b e t t e r ;  a n d  t h e  p r e s e r v i n g 
h im  f rom the i r  con t emp t ,  may  be  s u f f i c i en t  re a - 
son s  f o r  h i s  he a r ing  h im some t ime s ,  t ho ’ no t  a l - 
w a y s .  F o r  a n y  M a n  t o  s a y.  I f  y o u  c a n  h e a r
  him
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h i m  s o m e t i m e s ,  yo u  o u g h t  t o  d o  i t  a lway s ;  a n d 
i f  i t  i s  no t  a g a i n s t  you r  Con s c i encc  t o  he a r  h im 
now and  then ,  i t  c anno t  be  aga in s t  your  Consc i - 
ence  to  do  i t  fo r  a  cons t ancy,  wou ld  be  ve r y  odd 
a r g u i n g .  A n d  s o  i t  i s  i n  t h i s  c a s e .  B u t  a s  f o r 
t h e  d i f f e ren t  a s p e c t ,  s en s e,  and  i n t e r p re t a t i on  o f 
a  c o n s t a n t  a n d  a n  o c c a s i o n a l  C o m mu n i o n  w i t h 
t h e  C h u rc h  o f  E n g l a n d ,  I  s h a l l  r e s e r ve  i t  t o  i t s 
p ro p e r  p l a c e ,  w h e r e  i t  f a l l s  i n  m o re  n a t u r a l l y ; 
t h a t  s o  I  m ay  a vo i d  n e e d l e s s  r e p e t i t i o n s .  F o r 
t h o ’ M r.  H o a d ly  i s  ve r y  o f t e n  f o r  h a r p i n g  u p o n 
the bus ines s  o f  Occa s i ona l  Communion ,  ye t  I  can be 
ve r y  we l l  con ten t  to  re s e r ve  the  con s ide r a t ion  o f 
i t  t o  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  Deba t e ,  w i t hou t  repe a t i ng 
t h e  s a m e  t h i n g s  ove r  a n d  ove r ,  a s  h e  h a s  d o n e . 
In  the  mean t ime,  a s  long  a s  we dec l a re  our  Con- 
s t a n t  C o m m u n i o n  w i t h  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d , 
w h i l e  w e  h a v e  o u r  p r e s e n t  a p p r e h e n s i o n s  o f 
th ing s ,  wou ld  be  a  s i nn i n g  a g a i n s t  ou r  Con s c i e n c e s , 
I  t h i nk  h e  ough t  t o  b e l i eve  u s ;  a nd  h e  a c t s  no t 
Charitably if he refuses.

B u t ,  s ay s  h e ,  D i v i s i o n  a n d  S u b d i v i s i o n  w i t h o u t 
e n d ,  Con f u s i o n  and  D i s o rd e r,  I n d e c e n c y  i n  t h e  Wo r - 
s h i p  o f  G o d ,  I r r e g u l a r i t y,  S t r i f e  a n d  E m u l a t i o n , 
H e a t  a n d  Pa s s i o n ,  I l l - w i l l  a n d  Ma l i c e ,  a r e  t h e  u n - 
a v o i d a b l e  Con s e q u e n c e s  o f  s u c h  a  S e p a r a t i o n  a s  y o u 
h a v e  g i v e n  a  g e n e r a l  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  t o .  I  a n swe r ; 
The s e  h ave  been  the  Con sequence s  o f  a  s t i f f n e s s 
i n  u n wa r r a n t a b l e  u n s c r i p t u r a l  I m p o s i t i o n s ,  bu t 
no t  o f  a  cha r i t ab l e  Sepa r a t ion  in  o rde r  to  a  f ree- 
d o m  f ro m  s u c h  i m p o s i t i o n s .  T h a t  t h e s e  t h i n g s 
( s a y s  h e )  a r e  u n a v o i d a b l e ,  y o u  m u s t  o w n ,  i f  y o u 
und e r s t a n d  e i t h e r  h uman e  Na t u r e,  o r  c o n s t a n t  Exp e - 
r i e n c e .  I  a n s w e r ;  We  e n d e a v o u r  t o  g e t  w h a t 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  h u m a n e  N a t u r e  we  c a n ;  n e i - 
the r  a re  we  a l toge the r  inob se r van t  o f  Expe r i ence 
and  t h e  more  we  unde r s t a nd  t h e  f o r me r,  o r  ob - 
s e r ve  the  l a t t e r,  we  a re  the  more  aga in s t  unsc r ip-
 I 2 tural
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t u r a l  I m p o s i t i o n s :  A n d  t h e  m o r e  we  r e a d  o u r 
B i b l e s ,  a nd  conve r s e  w i t h  s obe r  Rea son ,  we  a re 
t h e  m o r e  s a t i s f y ’d  t h e  I m p o s e r s  w i l l  b e a r  t h e 
b l a m e  o f  t h e  u n a v o i d a b l e  C o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  t h e i r 
Impo s i t i on s ;  wh i l e  ye t  t h e  s u f f e re r s  unde r  t h e i r 
I m p o s i t i o n s  a r e  a n swe r a b l e  f o r  a ny  u n d u e  H e a t 
or  Unchar i t ablene s s  in  the i r  Temper  and  Prac t i ce. 
When  t h en  h e  a s k s .  Who  w ou l d  n o t  d o  a ny  t h i n g 
b u t  c o m m i t  S i n ,  t o  a v o i d  a n y  t h i n g  l i k e  t h e s e ?  I 
a n s we r ;  H e  h a s  u r g ’d  a  g o o d  A r g u m e n t  u p o n 
h i s  ow n  C h u rc h ,  w h o  m ay  ve r y  s a f e l y  d ro p  t h e 
Impo s i t i on s  c omp l a i n ed  o f ,  w i t hou t  c ommi t t i n g 
S in :  wh i l e  we  c anno t  comp ly  w i th  them,  i n  th a t 
d e g re e  t h ey  i n s i s t  u pon ,  w i t h o u t  s i n n i n g  a g a i n s i 
o u r  C o n s c i e n c e s ;  t o  d o  w h i c h ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  t h e 
avo i d i n g ,  a ny  s o r t  o f  M i s c h i e f ,  wou l d  b e  a  r e a l 
d o i n g  e v i l  t h a t  g o o d  m i g h t  c o m e ;  t h e  ve r y  t h i n g 
which he has  charg ’d upon us ,  but  i s  yet  to  prove. 
H e  a d d s ,  T h a t  h e  t a k e s  i t  t o  b e  a  c e r t a i n  R u l e , 
t h a t  o f  t w o  E v i l s  i t  i s  t h e  D u t y  o f  e v e r y  M a n  t o 
c h u s e  t h e  l e a s t .  Wh i ch  I  l ook  upon  a s  f a r  f rom a 
c e r t a i n  Ru l e ,  whe re  the  Ev i l s  unde r  con s ide r a t i on 
a r e  b o t h  o f  a  M o r a l  N a t u r e .  F o r  i t  c a n  n e ve r 
be  the  Duty  o f  a  Man  to  choo se  any  Mora l  Ev i l ; 
nor  wi l l  i t  excuse  h im to  p re tend  he  chose  a  l e s s 
M o r a l  E v i l  i n  a ny  c a s e  t o  avo i d  a  g r e a t e r ;  n o r 
doe s  God in  any  ca se  pu t  h i s  poor  Crea ture s  in to 
s u c h  C i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  a s  t h a t  t h ey  c a n  b e  u n d e r 
a ny  r e a l  n e c e s s i t y  o f  s i n n i n g .  B u t  h oweve r ,  a c - 
co rd ing  to  h i s  Ru l e  we  a re  su f f i c i en t l y  j u s t i f y ’d . 
I n a s m u c h  a s  i t  i s  a  l e s s  E v i l  f o r  a  M a n  t o 
s epa r a t e  f rom a  Church  tha t  i s  f i x ’d  upon  an  un- 
s c r i p t u r a l  B o t t o m ,  w h e re i n ,  a f t e r  s o  l o n g  wa i t - 
i ng  and  a r gu ing ,  t h e re  appe a r s  l i t t l e  o r  no  hope 
o f  amendmen t ;  t h an  i t  i s  f o r  Men  to  s i n  a g a i n s t 
t h e i r  Con s c i ence s ,  by  con s t an t l y  Commun i c a t i ng 
w i th  i t ,  t o  the  u t t e r  h ind r ance  o f  t he i r  own Pu-
  rity,
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r i t y,  g r e a t e r  c o n f o r m i t y  t o  t h e  S c r i p t u r e - R u l e , 
a nd  Ch r i s t i a n  Ed i f i c a t i on .  The  b a d  Co n s e qu en - 
c e s  i n  t h e  f o r m e r  c a s e  a r e  ow i n g  t o  t h o s e  t h a t 
u p h o l d  t h e  C h u r c h  u p o n  s u c h  a n  u n s c r i p t u r a l 
Bo t tom;  Bu t  t h e  b ad  Con s equence s  i n  t h e  l a t t e r 
ca se  would  be  chargeable  upon the  Per sons  them- 
s e l ve s  t h a t  a r e  c o n c e r n ’d ;  a n d  t h ey  r e a l l y  o u t - 
we i g h ;  a n d  t o  p r e t e n d  t h e  c o n t r a r y,  i s  a n  u r g - 
i ng  Men  to  do  ev i l  t h a t  good  may  come.  Bu t  he 
a sk s ,  What  g r ea t e r  Obl i ga t i on  c an  a  Chr i s t i an  l i e  un- 
d e r,  t h a n  t h a t  by  wh i c h  h e  i s  b o u n d  t o  a v o i d  e v e r y  
th ing  tha t  t ends  t o  ru in  the  Pea c e  and  Quie t  o f  So c i e - 
t y ?  I  a n s we r ;  H e ’s  u n d e r  t h e  g r e a t e s t  O b l i g a - 
t ion  imag inable  to  avo id  s inn ing  aga in s t  h i s  Con- 
s c i e n c e .  T h a t  i s  t h e  O b l i g a t i o n  t h a t  mu s t  t a ke 
p l a c e.  And  t ho ’ h e  i s  a l s o  ob l i g ’d ,  t o  avo id  eve - 
ry thing that tends to ruin the Peace and Quiet of So- 
c i e t y,  ye t  i f  t h e  G ove r n o r s  o f  t h e  C h u rc h  w i l l 
t a ke  a  M e t h o d  t h a t  t e n d s  t o  r u i n  t h e  P e a c e  a n d 
Qu i e t  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y ,  by  i n t roduc ing  and  con t inu- 
i n g  unwa r r a n t a b l e ,  un s c r i p t u r a l  Impo s i t i on s  a nd 
A d d i t i o n s  t o  d iv i n e  Wo r s h i p,  h e  i s  n o  way  o b - 
l i g ’d  so  f a r  to  f a l l  in  wi th  them,  a s  to  s in  aga in s t 
h i s  C o n s c i e n c e .  B u t  h e  g o e s  o n :  Wo u l d  h e  t h a t 
r e ad s  t h e  Go sp e l  s e r i ou s ly,  imag in e  i t  t o  b e  t h e  Du ty 
o f  a  Chr i s t i an ,  o r  wo r th  h i s  wh i l e,  t o  qu i t  h i s  r e ga rd s 
t o  U n i t y  a n d  L o v e ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  r e c t i f i e  s o m e w h a t 
t h a t  h e  t h i nk s  am i s s  i n  a  Chu r c h ,  i n  wh i c h  h e  me e t s 
w i th  a l l  th ing s  ne c e s sa r y  t o  h i s  Sa lva t i on ,  and  no th ing 
d e s t r u c t i v e  o f  i t ,  a nd  i n  t h e  Commun i on  o f  wh i c h  h e 
c a n  l i v e  a n d  d i e  a  g o o d  C h r i s t i a n ?  I  a n s we r ,  I 
hope we r ead  the  Gospe l  a s  ser ious ly  a s  our  Neigh- 
bou r s ;  a nd  i t  i s  b e c au s e  we  a re  f o r  a dhe r i n g  t o 
the  Gospe l  we  re ad ,  we  a re  the  more  aga in s t  ou r 
Ecc l e s i a s t i c a l  Cons t i tu t ion ;  even  becau se  we  can ’t 
f i n d  t h e r e  t h e  l e a s t  f o o t s t e p s  o f  m a ny  o f  t h o s e 
t h i n g s  w h i c h  o u r  B r e t h r e n  a r e  s o  f o n d  o f .  We
 I 3 are
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a re  no t  fo r  qu i t t i n g  ou r  r e g a rd s  t o  Un i t y  and  Love ; 
we  s h ew  t h e  con t r a r y,  by  ou r  p ro f e s s i n g  a  B ro - 
t h e r l y  L o v e  t o  t h e m  n o t w i t s t a n d i n g  we  d i s a p - 
p rove  t h e i r  M e t h o d s ;  a n d  a  r e a d i n e s s  t o  U n i t e 
w i t h  t h e m  a s  s o o n  a s  e ve r  t h e y  w i l l  l a y  a s i d e 
wha t  the  Sc r ip tu re s  wi l l  ne i the r  ju s t i f i e  nor  war- 
r a n t .  We  d o n ’ t  d i s ow n ,  t h a t  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f 
a l l  the  Cor rupt ions  o f  the  Nat iona l  Church,  there 
a r e  a l l  t h i n g s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  S a l va t i o n ;  and  th a t  Men 
i n  t h e  Commun i on  o f  i t  may  l i ve  and  d i e  g o od  Ch r i - 
s t i a n s ;  God  f o r b i d  we  s hou l d  c a l l  t h i s  i n t o  que - 
s t i o n ;  a n d  ye t  we  f i n d  s o  m a ny  t h i n g s  a m i s s  i n 
t h e  C h u r c h ,  a n d  s u c h  a n  i n c l i n a t i o n  t o  r e t a i n 
t h em ,  and  s o  l i t t l e  hope  o f  amendmen t ;  a nd  a re 
so  we l l  s a t i s f y ’d ,  t h a t  ’t i s  ou r  Duty  to  endeavour 
a  g re a t e r  con fo r mi t y  t o  t he  Sc r i p tu re  Ro l e,  t h a t 
we  s h o u l d  s i n  a g a i n s t  o u r  C o n s c i e n c e s  i n  s e t l i n g 
upon  t h e i r  Bo t t om ,  wh i ch  we  c anno t  s e e  how a 
p ro f e s s ’d  rega rd  to  Uni t y  and  Love  cou ld  eve r  ju- 
s t i f i e .  N ay  f a r t h e r  I ’ l l  g o  o n ;  We  a r e  ve r y  s e n - 
s i b l e  wha t  a  s t r e s s  i s  l a i d  upon  Cha r i t y  and  Pea c e  i n 
tha t  Law by  whi c h  we  a r e  t o  be  judg ’d ,  and there fore 
c a n ’t  i n d u c e  o u r  s e l v e s  t o  n e g l e c t  t h e  p r o m o t i o n  o f 
t h e s e  e v e n  f o r  o n e  D a y .  We  a r e  f o r  p r o m o t i n g 
Cha r i t y  and  Pea c e ,  by  oppo s i ng  t ho s e  t h ing s  t h a t 
h ave  b e en  t h e  b an e  o f  bo t h ,  a nd  a re  l i ke  t o  b e 
s o  a s  l o n g  a s  t h e y  a r e  c o n t i n u ’d ;  a n d  t h i s  we 
t h i n k  a  m o r e  r a t i o n a l  a n d  s c r i p t u r a l  way  a n d 
m e t h o d ,  t h a n  s i n n i n g  a g a i n s t  o u r  C o n s c i e n c e s  by 
s u c h  a  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e m ,  a s  we  a r e  p e r - 
s u a d e d ,  i s  u n wa r r a n t a b l e .  We  p r e t e n d  n o t  t o  r e - 
c omp en c e  o u r  L o rd ,  by  p l e ad ing ,  t h a t  w e  h a ve  s ome 
hopes  th i s  way o f  add ing  to  the  Pe r f e c t i on o f  one  pa r t i - 
c u l a r  Chu r c h :  Bu t  hope  t o  a pp rove  ou r  s e l ve s  t o 
h i m ,  a s  f a i t h f u l  i n  t h e  d i s c h a r g e  o f  o u r  D u t y ; 
i n a smuch  a s  we,  by  ou r  P r a c t i c e ,  do  wha t  i n  u s 
l i e s  t o  p r o m o t e  a  g e n e r a l  C o n f o r m i t y  t o  t h e 
S c r i p tu re  Ru l e,  w i thou t  unchu rch ing  t ho s e  f rom
  whom
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w h o m  we  d i f f e r ,  b e c a u s e  we  a r e  n o t  w i l l i n g  t o 
b e t r ay  t h a t  L i b e r t y  t o  wh i ch  he  h a s  g iven  u s  an 
u n d o u b t e d  R i g h t .  C h a r i t y  i s  i n d e e d  e d i f y i n g  t o 
t h e  Chu r c h ;  and  we a re  there fore  the  more  aga in s t 
Ecc l e s i a s t i c a l  Impos i t i on s ,  bec au se  they  r u in  th a t 
Cha r i t y  by  wh i ch  t h e  Chu r c h  s h o u l d  b e  e d i f y ’d .  I t 
m u c h  c o n d u c e s  t o  t h e  b e a u t y  a n d  s p l e n d o r  o f  h i s 
Chu r c h ,  t h a t  h i s  D i s c i p l e s  b e  o f  l o v i n g  and  p e a c e a b l e 
D i s p o s i t i o n s ;  a nd  t h e re f o re  we  j udge  t ho s e  t o  b e 
s o  m u c h  t h e  m o r e  t o  b l a m e ,  w h o  c a n n o t  ow n 
those  for  Bre thren who a re  not  ju s t  o f  the i r  mind 
and  way ;  wh ich  i s  a  Fau l t  f rom which  we  endea- 
vour  to  keep  our  s e lve s  f ree :  But  cannot  s ee  how 
ou r  comp l i ance  w i th  t he  Humour s  o f  t ho s e  who 
des i re  to  impose upon us ,  i s  neces sa r y  to  ev idence 
t h a t  we  a r e  o f  l o v i n g  a n d  p e a c e a b l e  D i s p o s i t i o n s, 
W i t h o u t  P e a c e  a n d  L o v e ,  we  e a s i l y  g r a n t ,  a l l  t h e 
P e r f e c t i o n  i n  t h e  Wo r l d  i s  n o t  l o v e l y  i n  h i s  E y e s ; 
bu t  tha t  wi th  t h em,  Impe r f e c t i on  i s  by  h im a c c oun t ed 
P e r f e c t i o n ,  i s  a  h i g h  f l i g h t  i n d e e d ;  t o o  h i g h ,  I 
mu s t  n e e d s  s ay,  f o r  u s  t o  a p p rove  o f .  Fo r  s u p - 
p o s i n g  Pe r s o n s  t o  b e  p e a c e a b l e  a n d  l o v i n g ,  a n d 
t h e r e i n  t o  c o n f o r m  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  S c r i p t u r e , 
(wh i ch ,  by  t he  way,  i s  wha t  we  c a re f u l l y  ende a - 
vour even under our Separat ion) that this  wil l  make 
t h a t  a g re e a b l e  t o  t h e  Go s p e l  Ru l e  t h a t  wa s  n o t 
s o  b e f o r e ,  o r  m o re  a g r e e a b l e  t o  i t  t h a n  i t  wa s 
b e f o r e ,  i s  w h a t  we  a r e  a t  a  l o s s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d . 
T h a t  Pe a c e  a n d  L ove  a r e  t h e  c h i e f  a n d  p r i n c i p a l 
t h i n g s  t h a t  c omp o s e  t h e  B e au t y  a n d  e x a c t  S ymme t r y 
o f  a  Chu r c h ,  i s  wh a t  we  don ’t  g a i n s ay :  And  up - 
on  th a t  a c coun t  we  l ook  upon  tho s e  who  l ay  a l l 
t he  s t re s s  upon  an  exac t  Un i fo r mi t y,  and  th a t  i n 
humane l y  d ev i s e d  R i t e s  a nd  Ce remon i e s ,  a s  t h e 
m o re  b l a m e - wo r t hy.  A n d  t h o ’ ,  ’t i s  g r a n t e d ,  w e 
s h ou l d  bu t  i n  va i n  t a l k  o f  mak i n g  a  Chu r c h  P e r f e c t , 
wh i l s t  w e  w e r e  d o i n g  wha t  mu s t  i n e v i t a b ly  r u i n  t h a t 
in  wh i c h  i t s  g r ea t e s t  Glo r y  mus t  c on s i s t ;  ye t  i t  i s  not
 I 4 a vain
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a  va in  th ing  to  t a l k  o f  a  f a r the r  Re fo r ma t ion ,  a s 
de f inable  and neces sa r y,  and ear nes t ly  to  be  in f i l l - 
ed  on ,  wh i l e  we  endeavour  e ach  in  our  p l a ce s  to 
d i s c h a r g e  t h e  Du t y  wh i ch  God  h a t h  r e qu i r ’d  o f 
u s ,  and  peaceably  d i s s en t  f rom those  whose  Right 
t o  i m p o s e  u p o n  u s  we  c a n n o t  d i s c e r n .  L e t  h i m 
s ay  i t  a  hund red  t ime s  ove r,  i t  no  mo re  f o l l ow s 
Tha t  we  a re  bound  to  c red i t  h im in  s ay ing ,  Tha t 
t h ey  who  s epa ra t e  g i ve  o c c a s i on  t o  a l l  t h e  i n s t an c e s  o f 
U n c h a r i t a b l e n e s s,  & c .  t h a n  h e  i s  b o u n d  t o  c r e d i t 
u s  when  we  s ay.  The  oc c a s i on  i s  g iven  by  t ho s e 
who  f o rc e  upon  a  S ep a r a t i on ,  by  t h e i r  i n t rodu - 
c i ng  o r  ende avou r i ng  t o  p e r p e tu a t e  un s c r i p t u r a l 
I m p o s i t i o n s .  A  Ju d g m e n t  m u s t  h e r e  b e  f o r m ’d 
by  a l l  t h a t  wou ld  a c t  r a t iona l l y,  a cco rd ing  to  the 
E v i d e n c e  p ro d u c ’d ,  a n d  we  a r e  n o t  a f r a i d  t h a t 
Judgmen t  w i l l  b e  g iven  a g a i n s t  u s  by  t ho s e  t h a t 
du ly  obse r ve,  how ready  we a re  to  have  the  Mat- 
ter s  in  d i f fe rence between us  deter min’d by Scr ip- 
t u re ,  a nd  how much  more  f o rwa rd  ou r  B re t h ren 
a re  to  pa s s  a  condemning  Sen tence  upon u s ,  than 
we  a re  upon  t h em .  Tha t  a l l  Ch r i s t i a n s  a r e  b o u n d 
i n d i s p e n s a b ly  t o  a vo i d  g i v i n g  o c c a s i o n  t o  Un c h a r i t a - 
b l e n e s s ,  we  a re  ve r y  s en s i b l e ;  and  th a t ’s  one  re a - 
s o n  w hy  we  a r e  f o r  C o m mu n i c a t i n g  s o m e t i m e s 
w i t h  t h e  C h u rc h  f ro m  w h i c h  we  s t a t e d l y  s e p a - 
r a t e ;  t h a t  we  m ay  t h i s  way  s h ew  we  d o n ’t  u n - 
church them, which on one s ide and t ’other  might 
occa s ion g rea t  unchar i t ablenes s ;  but  tha t  a l l  Chr i- 
s t i an s  a re  mo r e  o b l i g ’d ,  i n  t h i s  c a s e,  t h an  t o  f i n e ly 
t h e  p e r f e c t i o n  o f  t h e  o u twa rd  F o r m s  o f  Chu r c h  Go - 
v e r nmen t  a nd  Wo r s h i p,  s u pp o s i n g  t h em  bu t  t o l e r a b l e , 
i s  a  d u b i o u s  E x p r e s s i o n .  I f  t h i s  b e  h i s  s e n s e . 
Tha t  i t  i s  o f  more  moment  fo r  Chr i s t i an s  to  have 
a  p e a c e ab l e  and  l ov ing  Sp i r i t ,  t h an  t o  b e  i n  t h e 
R igh t  i n  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  Ma t t e r s  a bou t  wh i ch  we 
d i f f e r,  ’t i s  f ree ly  y ie lded :  But  i f  he  hereby  means . 
T h a t  i t  i s  a  g r e a t e r  D u t y  f o r  Pe r s o n s  t o  s h ew
  their
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t h e i r  i n c l i n a t i o n  t o  Pe a c e  a n d  L ove ,  by  a  c o m - 
p l i ance  wi th  unscr ip tura l  Impos i t ions ,  than peace- 
a b l y  t o  e n d e avo u r  a  g r e a t e r  C o n f o r m i t y  t o  t h e 
R u l e  o f  t h e  G o s p e l ,  w h e r e  C o r r u p t i o n s  h a ve 
b e e n  l o n g  r e t a i n ’d ,  a n d  t h e r e  i s  n o  h o p e  o f  a - 
m e n d m e n t ,  f a r t h e r  P ro o f  t h a n  h a s  b e e n  a s  ye t 
p r o d u c ’d  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  o u r  c o nv i c t i o n .  A n d 
y e t  t h a t  n o t h i n g  c a n  d i s s o l v e  t h e  O b l i g a t i o n 
Chr i s t i an s  a re  unde r  to  p re s e r ve  the  un i t y  o f  the 
Sp i r i t  in  the  bond o f  Peace,  i s  what  we a s  f i r mly, 
b e l i eve  a s  t h e  o l d  Pu r i t a n s ,  whom he  men t i on s , 
( tho ’ he  doe s  no t  s eem over  we l l  acqua in ted  wi th 
them) or any Men whatsoever.

M r .  H o a d l y  b e g s  Pa r d o n  f o r  b e i n g  t r o u b l e s o m e 
a nd  t e d i o u s  o n  t h i s  He ad .  He  h a s  f re e  L ibe r t y  o f , 
h i s  own  way ;  and  s hou ld  t h e re f o re  me th ink s  t h e 
m o re  r e a d i l y  g i ve  t h e  s a m e  t o  h i s  N e i g h b o u r s . 
He  own s  h im s e l f  t r a n s p o r t e d .  ’T i s  ve r y  d i s c e r n i - 
b l e .  H a d  h e  m e t  w i t h  s u c h  Pa s s a g e s  i n  m e ,  a s 
those  which fo l low,  he ’d  have  ca l l ’d  i t  Harangu ing . 
H o w e v e r  I ’ l l  t r a n s c r i b e  h i s  o w n  w o r d s  w i t h 
another  tu r n ,  and  l e t  h im see  how he  l ike s  them. 
I t  g r i eve s  me,  to  s e e  a  Chur c h  to r n  to  p i e c e s,  i t s  Mem- 
b e r s  d i v i d e d  f r o m  o n e  a n o t h e r,  D i s c o r d  t r i u m p h i n g 
upon  t h e  r u i n s  o f  Un i t y,  and  Un c ha r i t a b l e n e s s  r e i g n - 
i n g  w i t h o u t  c o n t r o u l ,  a n d  a l l  t h i s  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  by 
Men  o f  S e r i ou sn e s s  and  Cons i d e ra t i on ,  Men  tha t  p r o - 
f e s s  t h e y  d e s i r e  n o t h i n g  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  E d i f i c a t i o n 
a n d  P e r f e c t i o n  o f  t h i s  v e r y  C h u r c h .  H a d  y o u  a s k ’d 
t h e  En em i e s  o f  t h i s  Chu r c h  and  Na t i on ,  t h o s e  whom 
i t  h a s  s o  g l o r i o u s ly  a n d  s u c c e s s f u l l y  o p p o s s ’d ,  wh i c h 
way  you  shou ld  t ake  t o  ru in  bo th  Chur c h  and  Nat i on , 
t h e y  w o u l d  h a v e  t h o u g h t  o f  n o  o t h e r,  b u t  t h e  f i x - 
ing and per petuat ing such unscr ip tura l  Impos i t ions 
a s  h ave  p ro d u c ’d ,  a n d  t i l l  r e m ov ’d  t e n d  t o  p e r - 
pe tua t e  a  Sepa r a t ion ,  And  t h ey  may  we l l  b e  p l e a s ’d 
t h a t  y o u  t h i n k  t h e  c o n s t a n t  u r g i n g  o f  t h e s e  i m - 
pos i t ions  you r  Duty  in  o rd e r  t o  the  prevent ing  such
  things
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t h i n g s  a s  yo u  c a l l  I r r e g u l a r i t i e s  a n d  D i s o rd e r s . 
B e c a u s e  t h i s  t h o u g h t  w i l l  h e l p  m o r e  E f f e c t u a l l y  t o 
b r i n g  a b o u t  t h e i r  w i s h e s.  Yo u  a r e  a s  f a r  f r o m  d e - 
s i r i n g  t h a t  t h e i r  w i s h e s  m ay  h e  a c c omp l i s h ’d  a s  a ny 
P e r s o n s  l i v i n g,  b u t  y o u  k n o w  s o m e t i m e s  G o o d  M e n 
h a v e  g i v e n  a n  u n h a p py  o c c a s i o n  t o  w h a t  h a t h  p r o - 
d u c ’d  E f f e c t s  q u i t e  C o n t r a r y  t o  t h e i r  d e s i g n s ;  s u c h 
E f f e c t s  a s  t h e y  w o u l d  a f t e r wa r d s  h a v e  g i v e n  a l l  t h e 
Wo r l d  t o  h i n d e r,  bu t  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t .  Th i s  h a t h  b e e n 
E x p e r i e n c ’d  i n  t h i s  N a t i o n ,  a n d  E x p e r i e n c e  s h o u l d 
t e a c h  u s  a l l  W i s d o m .  A n d  a s  I  a m  d e e p l y  t o u c h ’d 
w i th  t h e s e  t hough t s  my  s e l f,  s o  I  c anno t  h e l p  b e s e e c h - 
i n g  God ,  t h a t  i f  t h e y  h ave  any  we i gh t  i n  t h em,  t h e y 
may  l i k ew i s e  a f f e c t  you ,  and  f o r c i b ly  move  you  t o  d o 
s o m e w h a t  t o wa r d s  t h e  r e v i v i n g  C h r i s t i a n  L o v e  a n d 
Unity, in the Land.

A s  f o r  wha t  h e  h a s  unde r  t h i s  Head  s ugge s t ed 
a s  t o  C o n s t a n t  C o m m u n i o n  a n d  O c c a s i o n a l ,  I 
s h a l l  c o n s i d e r  i t  i n  i t s  p ro p e r  p l a c e .  A n d  s h a l l 
o n l y  r e m i n d  h i m ,  t h a t  t h e  H e av y  C h a r g e  h e r e 
b ro ’t  r e m a i n s  u n p rov ’d ;  We  a r e  a c c u s ’d  o f  d o - 
i n g  e v i l  t h a t  g o o d  m i g h t  c om e :  Bu t  t h e re ’s  no  s u i - 
t a b l e  P ro o f :  A n d  f o r  a ny  t h i n g  h e r e  a d va n c ’d , 
the separat ing from such a Church, as  our s in order 
t o  a  f a r t h e r  R e f o r m a t i o n ,  m ay  b e  b o t h  h i g h l y 
R e a s o n a b l e  a n d  D e f e n s i b l e .  B u t  h e  a d d s  f a r - 
ther,

4 .  T h a t  t h e  M e t h o d  w e  h a v e  t a k e n  i s  f a r  f ro m 
be ing  a  l i k e ly  way  t o  mak e  t h e  Chu r c h  o f  Eng l and 
o n e  D e g r e e  m o r e  P e r f e c t  t h a n  i t  i s .  B u t  i f  w h a t 
h a s  b e en  b e f o re  a d van c ’d  w i l l  h o l d ,  a n d  we  a re 
o u r  s e l ve s  c o m e  n e a r e r  t o  t h e  R u l e  o f  S c r i p - 
ture  than we could have been in  that  Chjurch,  ’t i s 
s o m e  S a t i s f a c t i o n  a n d  C o m f o r t ;  E ve n  t h o ’ t h e 
C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  o n e  D e g r e e 
more  Per fec t  than i t  i s ,  by  our  t ak ing  such a  Me- 
t h o d  o f  s e p a r a t i n g  f r o m  i t .  A n d  I ’ l l  a d d ,  t h a t 
t h o ’ M r.  H o a d l y  c a n n o t ,  t h i n k  t h a t  w e  o u r  s e l v e s
  can
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c an  j ud g e  t h e  Me thod s  w s  h ave  t ak en  a t  a l l  l i k e ly  t o 
i ndu c e  t h e  Chu r c h  t o  a  fa r t h e r  Re f o r ma t i on ,  ye t  i t  i s 
a  h a rd e r  t h i n g  t h a n  h e  i m a g i n e s  t o  p u t  u s  i n  a 
way,  w h i c h  w h e n  e x a m i n ’d  a n d  c a nva s s ’d ,  w i l l 
appea r  more  l ike ly  even  in  tha t  re spec t ,  than  tha t 
w h i c h  we  a r e  i n .  H e  a s k s ,  i s  i t  a  l i k e l y  w ay  t o 
o b t a i n  a ny  A m e n d m e n t s,  i n  t h e  E s t a b l i s h t  F o r m  o f 
Chu r c h  Gove r nmen t ,  who l ly  t o  l ay  a s i d e  B i s h o p s,  t o 
d i s c a r d  t h e  i n e q u a l i t y  i n  t h e  Ch r i s t i a n  Chu r c h ,  b e - 
tw e e n  t h em  a n d  P r e s by t e r s ?  I  a n swe r,  h ad  he  du l y 
con s i d e r ’d ,  I  h a rd l y  s uppo s e  h e ’d  h ave  men t i ond 
th i s .  Fo r  where in  do  the i r  B i shop s  in  the  Chu r c h 
o f  E n g l a n d  d i f f e r  f ro m  o t h e r  M i n i s t e r s ,  i f  t h ey 
a r e  s t r i p p ’d ,  o f  t h e i r  L o rd s h i p s ,  a n d  R eve nu e s , 
a n d  t h e  P r e e m i n e n c e  w h i c h  t h e  L aw  h a s  g i ve n 
them? Let  these be withdrawn, and i t  would scarce 
b e  t h e  wo r k  o f  h a l f  a n  A g e ,  t o  b r i n g  t h e m  t o 
t h e  s a m e  p a s s  w i t h  u s ,  t h a t  t h e re  s h o u l d  b e  n o 
o t h e r  i n e q u a l i t y  a m o n g  t h e i r  S p i r i t u a l  G u i d e s , 
t h a n  w h a t  a r i s e s  f r o m  S e n i o r i t y,  o r  E l e c t i o n , 
o r  a  V i s ib l e  Di f f e rence  in  the i r  Gi f t s  and  Grace s . 
Howeve r  he  c anno t  be  in s en s i b l e,  t h a t  t he  Com- 
mi s s ione r s  a t  the  Savoy,  and  they  who  a f t e rwa rd s 
were  dea l t  wi th  about  a  Comprehens ion ,  and they 
who  Ac t  upon  t h e i r  P r i n c i p l e s ,  h ave  no  s u ch  a - 
ver s ion  to  Bi shop Ushe r ’s  Modera te  Ep i scopacy,  a s 
cou ld  make  any  g re a t  D i f f e rence  w i th  tho se  who 
a r e  n o t  f o r  C h e r i s h i n g  a  S p i r i t  o f  I m p o s i t i o n . 
H e  g o e s  o n :  I s  i t  a  l i k e l y  w a y,  t o  o b t a i n  t h o s e 
A l t e ra t i on s  you  have  t hough t  r e a s onabl e  i n  t h e  Es t ab - 
l i s h ’d  L i t u r gy,  t o  l ay  a s i d e  L i t u r gy s  who l ly,  a nd  e n - 
c o u r a g e  s u c h  a  L i b e r t y  i n  Pu b l i c k  Wo r s h i p,  a s  mu s t 
v e r y  o f t e n  b e  t h e  o c c a s i o n  o f  mu c h  d i s o rd e r,  a nd  im - 
p r u d e n c e  i n  i t ?  I  a n swe r.  L e t  h im  s o f t en  t h e  Ex - 
p re s s i on  o f  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  h i s  Que r y  and  t h e 
ma t t e r  i s  no t  s o  d i f f i c u l t  t o  Ac coun t  f o r ,  a s  h e 
m ay  a p p re h e n d .  L e t  h i m  bu t  s u p p o s e  s u c h  c a r e 
taken as to al l  admitted to the Ministry, as that they
  be
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b e  a b l e  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e m s e l ve s  i n  P r a ye r ,  i n  a 
Sc r i p tu re  Ph r a s eo logy,  a c commoda t ed  to  the  Ge- 
n e r a l  a n d  P a r t i c u l a r  O c c a s i o n s  o f  C h r i s t i a n s , 
( w h i c h  w i t h  t h e  U s e  o f  P r u d e n t  H e l p s ,  i s  f a r 
f rom  b e i n g  a n  impo s s i b l e  a t t a i n men t )  a n d  t h e re 
needs  no such mighty  dread  o f  d i s o rd e r  and  imp ru- 
d e n c e ,  a s  h e  wo u l d  i n t i m a t e .  A n d  l e t  b u t  t h e 
G i f t  o f  P r aye r  be  incour ag ’d ,  and  the re  a re  many 
w h o  n ow  t h ey  h ave  t h e i r  f u l l  L i b e r t y,  U s e  n o 
Li turgy,  who yet  could  so  f a r  submit  a s  somet imes 
to use  one;  provided i t  was  ag reeable  to Scr ipture, 
and  cons i s t ed  o f  such  th ing s  a s  s e r iou s  Chr i s t i an s 
a r e  g e n e r a l l y  a g r e e d  i n :  A n d  i f  t h i s  b e  n o t  a 
l i ke l y  way  t o  b r i ng  t h e  Chu r c h  o f  En g l a n d  t o  a l - 
t e r  h e r  L i t u r g y  w e  c a n n o t  h e l p  i t :  We  h a v e 
the  s a t i s f ac t ion o f  fo l lowing the  Method o f  Scr ip- 
t u re  and  o f  t h e  Pu re s t  Age s  o f  Chr i s t i an i t y ;  and 
a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  c a n n o t  b u t  wo n d e r ,  t h a t  t h e 
Church  ha th  no t  e ’ e r  th i s  a l t e r ’d  the  L i tu rgy  ou t 
o f  c onc e r n  f o r  h e r  own  Cred i t ,  i f  s h e  won ’t  do 
i t  out  o f  tender nes s  to  us .  We run  no t  in t o  th e  fa r - 
t h e s t  Ex t r eme  p o s s i b l e  f r om  t h o s e  w i t h  whom  we  d e - 
s i r e  t o  u n i t e .  C o nv i n c e  u s  o f  swe r v i n g  f ro m  t h e 
Ru l e  o f  S c r i p tu re,  and  we ’ l  s oon  re t r a c t  i t :  And 
we des i re  not  to Unite,  unles s  i t  be  in  that  and in 
mea su re s  a g ree ab l e  t o  i t .  We pu t  o u r  s e l v e s  a t  n o, 
g r e a t e r  d i s t a n c e  f r om  you ,  t h an  you r  d i s t i ngu i sh ing 
Pa r t i c u l a r i t i e s  make  b e tween  u s .  We e d u c a t e  a n d 
i n s t r u c t  t h e  P e o p l e  i n  M o d e s  o f  Wo r s h i p  n o  m o re 
d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  Yo u r s ,  t h a n  Yo u r s  a r e  f ro m  S c r i p - 
ture. Instead of keeping up prejudices against the Church 
we  admoni sh  a l l  to  love  sober  Pe r son s  tha t  Com- 
mu n i c a t e  w i t h  h e r  a s  B re t h r e n ;  a n d  t o  t a ke  a l l 
f i t t i n g  way s  t o  s h ew  t h e i r  Ch a r i t y.  A n d  i n s t e a d 
o f  Load ing  th e  Caus e  o f  Con f o rm i ty  w i th  a l l  t h e  Ag- 
g r a va t i o n s  a n d  ima g i n e d  i l l  Con s e qu en c e s  p o s s i b l e  t o 
b e  t h o u g h t  o f,  w e  r e a d i l y  mak e  a l l  t h e  A l l owance s 
wh i ch  we  c an  d i s c e r n  e i t h e r  Re a s on  o r  Cha r i t y
  requires
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r e q u i r e s .  We  s e e k  n o t  t o  f o r c e  a n d  H e c t o r  t h e 
Chu r c h  i n t o  Comp l i a n c e  a nd  Cond e s c e n t i o n :  We  a re 
w i l l i ng  to  y i e l d  a l l  t he  submi s s i on  she  c an  p rove 
f ro m  S c r i p t u r e  s h e  h a s  a  r i g h t  t o  d e m a n d .  We 
k n ow  n o t  w h a t  i s  m e a n t  by  b a d  U s a g e ,  a n d  V i - 
o l e n t  Con t ra d i c t i o n ,  a s  a pp l y ’d  t o  ou r  Ca r r i a g e  t o 
the  Church ,  whe re  the re  have  been  supp l i c a t i on s 
a n d  E n t r e a t y s  i n  a bu n d a n c e ,  f ro m  t h e  f i r s t  R e - 
f o r ma t i on ,  down  t o  t h i s  ve r y  d ay  a nd  I  am  no t 
d i s p o s ’d  t o  r e c r i m i n a t e ,  w h e re  I  a m  s u r e  t h o s e 
wo rd s  m ay  b e  a p p l y ’d  m o s t  p ro p e r l y.  B u t  s h a l l 
on l y  add ,  t h a t  i f  o pp o s i t i o n  a nd  V i o l e n c e  a re  t a l k t 
o f f ,  we  t h i nk  i t  b e come s  t h e  Chu rch  t o  l ook  a t 
h o m e .  I f  M e n  w i l l  b e  a n g e r ’d  a n d  i n c e n s ’d  b e - 
c a u s e  we  m o d e s t l y  u s e  t h a t  L i b e r t y  w h i c h  G o d 
h a t h  g i ve n  u s ,  a n d  t o  w h i c h  we  h ave  n ow  a l s o 
a  L e g a l  R i g h t ,  we  c a n n o t  h e l p  i t :  A n d  i f  t h e 
P ropo s a l  o f  t h e  Re a s on s  o f  ou r  Noncon fo r m i t y, 
m o v e  t h e  r e s e n t m e n t  a n d  s t i r  u p  t h e  Pa s s i o n s  o f 
o u r  B r e t h r e n  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d ,  ’t i s  a 
s i g n  t h e y  a r e  f o r  G ove r n i n g  u s  m o r e  b y  A u - 
t h o r i t y,  t h a n  R e a s o n .  A n d  i f  o u r  s o b e r  D e b a - 
t i n g  m a t t e r s  a s  O p p o r t u n i t y  o f f e r s ,  r a i s e  a  m i s t 
b e f o r e  th e i r  Eye s,  and  c a s t  a  c l oud  b e f o r e  th e i r  Unde r - 
s t a n d i n g ,  t o  h i n d e r  a l l  t h e  E f f o r t s  o f  t h e i r  G o o d 
N a t u r e ,  a n d  u t t e r l y  t o  s e t  t h e m  a g a i n s t  a l l  Te r m s 
o f  R e c o n c i l i a t i o n ,  a n d  a l l  o v e r t u r e s  o f  P e a c e ;  we 
cannot  bu t  look  upon i t  a s  a  s ad  in t ima t ion ,  tha t 
they  have  a  much  g re a t e r  fondne s s  fo r  the  names 
o f  Love  and  Pea c e ,  than  fo r  the  th ing s  themse lve s . 
I f  we  h ave  g i v e n  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  t o  C h u r c h e s  o p - 
po s i t e  t o  t h e  Es t abl i s h ’d  Chur c h ,  we cannot  be  con- 
v inc ’d  we  h ave  been  gu i l t y  o f  a  Cr ime,  t i l l  i t  i s 
p rov ’d  tha t  those  Churche s  a re  oppos i t e  to  Sc r ip- 
ture  Rule :  And i f ,  tho’ they a re  ag reeable  to  tha t , 
ou r  B re t h ren  a re  by  ou r  P ro c e ed i ng s ,  E f f e c t u a l l y 
i n d i s p o s d  f r om  h e a r i n g  o f  a ny  P r o p o s a l s  f o r  A c c om - 
m o d a t i o n ,  o r  f r o m  t h i n k i n g  o f  a n  A g r e e m e n t  t o
  any
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any  Al te ra t ions ,  ’t i s  a  sh rewd s ign  they  r a ther  de- 
s i re  to  Lord  i t  ove r  u s ,  than  to  s e t t l e  the  Church 
u p o n  a  r i g h t  B o t t o m .  T h a t  we  w h o  a r e  p e r - 
swa d e d  o f  t h e  U n s c r i p t u r a l n e s s  o f  t h e  B o t t o m 
t h e  C h u r c h  s t a n d s  u p o n ,  a n d  w h o  o u r  s e l v e s 
have Opor tuni ty  for  a  nearer  Confor mity  to scr ip- 
t u r e ,  s h o u l d  h a v e  s e p e r a t e d  f r o m  i t ,  a s  f r o m  a 
Chur c h  w i th  wh i c h  Cons t an t  Communion  i s  i s  no t  a l - 
l owab l e ,  no  more  s t r ange  than  tha t  we  s epa r a t e  a t 
a l l ;  f o r  ’t i s  no t  c on c e iva b l e  we  cou l d  do  i t  u p - 
o n  a n y  o t h e r  b o t t o m :  B u t  t h a t  w e  c a n  n o t - 
w i t h s t a nd i ng  ou r  re p a r a t i on  s ome t ime s  Commu- 
n ica te  wi th  them,  i s  an  Argument  o f  our  rema in- 
ing  Bro the r l y  re spec t ,  wh i ch  we  th ink  ough t  no t 
t o  b e  s l i g h t e d ,  much  l e s s  w re s t e d  a nd  m i s i n t e r - 
p re t e d .  And  i f  we  a re  bound  t o  s t u dy  a  g re a t e r 
Con fo r mi t y  t o  t he  Ru l e  o f  S c r i p tu re  ou r  s e l ve s , 
we a re  a l so  bound there in  to  a s s i s s t  a l l  those  who 
wi l l  bea r  u s  company :  I f  he  wi l l  c a l l  th i s  a  d raw- 
i n g  many  Peop l e  f r om  t h e  Chu r c h ,  he  ha s  h i s  l i be r - 
t y ;  bu t  i f  t h ey  by  re c t i f y i ng  t h e  D i so rde r s  com- 
p l a in ’d  o f ,  wou ld  d r aw them back  aga in ,  and  a c - 
c ep t  o f  t h e  S c r i p t u re  S t and a rd ,  t h ey  wou l d  f i nd 
we  s hou l d  h e a r t i l y  r e j o i c e .  Who  a re  t ho s e  mo s t 
i r r e g u l a r  a nd  imp e r f e c t  Chu r c h e s  w i t h  wh i c h  w e  h a ve 
c h o s e n  t o  j o i n  a n d  u n i t e ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  w i t h  t h e 
C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d ,  I  c a n ’t  i m a g i n e ,  u n l e s s  h e 
m e a n s  t h o s e  o f  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  w ay :  B u t  l e t 
h im  p rove  t h a t  we  j o i n  o r  un i t e  w i t h  t h em  any 
f a r t h e r  t h a n  t h ey  a g re e  w i t h  S c r i p t u re ;  l e t  h i m 
p rove  tha t  we  make  ou r  I n t e r e s t  on e  w i t h  t h e i r s ,  t o 
t h e  d amage  and  d e t r imen t  o f  t h e  common  In t e - 
re s t  o f  Re l i g ion  among  u s ,  be fo re  he  b r ing s  th i s 
i n  a s  a  C h a r g e  a g a i n s t  u s ;  n a y,  l e t  h i m  p rove 
that  we are  not  a s  ready to uni te  wi th the Church 
o f  Eng l and  a s  w i th  any  so r t  o f  Men wha teve r  up- 
o n  S c r i p t u r e  Te r m s ,  b e f o r e  b e  r e p r e s e n t s  o u r 
C a r r i a g e  a s  s o  p r ovo k i n g .  L e t  h i m  s h e w  w h o
  they
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t h e y  a r e  t h a t  f o r  m a ny  Te a r s  h a v e  w r i t t e n  w i t h 
s u c h  a  c o n c e r n  and  h e a t  a g a i n s t  t h e  Chu r c h  o f  Eng- 
l and ,  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  h a rd ly  w r i t e  w i t h  mo r e  a g a i n s t 
t h e  Chu r c h  o f  Rome  i t  s e l f ,  i f  he  expec t s  the  Con- 
v i c t ion  shou ld  f a s t en :  And  l e t  h im shew ev iden t - 
l y  how i t  f o l l ows  t h a t  t h ey,  who  f re e l y  g ive  t h e 
R e a s o n s  w hy  t h ey  c a n n o t  c o n f o r m  t h e m s e l ve s , 
mu s t  b l a c k e n  t h e  M i n i s t e r i a l  C o n f o r m i t y  o f  o t h e r s, 
w i t h  s u c h  a  n u m b e r  o f  a g g r a va t i o n s  a s  mu s t  m a k e 
i t  a  c omp l i c a t i o n  o f  S i n s  o f  t h e  mo s t  h o r r i d  and  un - 
p a r d o n a b l e  n a t u r e ;  o r  t h a t  t h e y  w h o  p rove  t h a t 
the i r  Separa t ion  i s  ju s t i f i ab le  both  by  Rea son and 
S c r i p t u r e ,  a r e  j u s t l y  c h a r g e a b l e  w i t h  a l i e n a t i n g 
t h e  M i n d s  a n d  He a r t s  o f  t h e  Na t i o n  f r om  t h e  e s t a - 
b l i s h ’d  Chu r c h ,  and  t h o s e  t h a t  Min i s t e r  i n  i t .  The se 
a r e  a l l  I n d i c t m e n t s  t h a t  a r e  r a t h e r  p r ovo k i n g 
t h a n  c o nv i c t i ve ,  a n d  m o re  l i ke l y  t o  e x a s p e r a t e 
t h an  do  any  s e r v i c e.  So  th a t  I  mo s t  he re  remind 
h i m  o f  h i s  p ro m i s e  t o  r e vo ke .  H e ’ l l  s a y,  p e r - 
h a p s ,  h e  wa s  o n l y  a i m i n g  t o  c o nv i n c e  u s ,  t h a t 
thi s  could not be the  l ike l i e s t  way to  b r ing  those  f rom 
whom we  d i f f e r  t o  s u c h  a  Tempe r  o f  A c c ommoda t i o n , 
a n d  s u c h  a  y i e l d i n g  D i s p o s i t i o n  a s  w e  w i s h ,  a n d  a s 
t h e r e  mu s t  b e,  b e f o r e  t h i s  f a r t h e r  Re f o r ma t i o n  c an  b e 
accomplish’d.

B u t  h e  s h o u l d  h ave  c o n s i d e r ’d ,  w h e t h e r  t h e 
B o d y  o f  t h e  D i s s e n t e r s  a r e  c h a r g e a b l e  w i t h  t h e 
P r o v o c a t i o n s  m e n t i o n ’d ;  a n d  w h e t h e r  o t h e r 
th ings  than these  d id not  h inder  the making need- 
f u l  A m e n d m e n t s  i n  16 61  a n d  16 8 9 .  F o r  i f  t h e 
Body i s  not  chargeable,  they  should  not  su f fe r  for 
t h e  F a u l t s  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  Pe r s o n s .  A n d  i f  o t h e r 
t h i ng s  k i nd red  any  f a r t h e r  Re fo r ma t i on  a t  t ho s e 
two sea sonable  Junc ture s  fo r  i t ,  he  shou ld  l ay  the 
b l ame  on  tho se  to  whom i t  be long s .  He  t e l l s  u s . 
Be fo re  we  can  come to  Amendment s ,  Mens  Mind s 
mu s t  b e  d i s p o s e d  t o  th a t  Work ,  and  mad e  e a s i e  and 
y i e l d i n g .  We  we r e  i n c l i n ’d  t o  h o p e ,  we  m o s t
  confess,
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con f e s s ,  no t  on l y  upon  gene r a l  Appea r ance s ,  bu t 
many  exp re s s  P romi s e s  t o  t h a t  pu r po s e,  t h a t  t h i s 
eas ie  and yie lding Dispos i t ion would have been the 
con sequence  o f  ou r  Cor re spondence  in  our  com- 
mon  Dange r  i n  t h e  Re i gn  o f  K ing  J am e s  I I .  bu t 
we  f o u n d  o u r  s e l ve s  d i s a p p o i n t e d .  H e  g o e s  o n : 
They must be void of Passion and Prejudice, for fear 
they should make such Alterations as are not reasona- 
b l e ,  o r  re s i s t  and  p reven t  s u ch  a s  a re .  So  t h a t  i t 
s h o u l d  s e e m  i f  we  wo u l d  b e  l i ke l y  t o  c o m p a s s 
t h e  f a r t h e r  R e f o r m a t i o n  d e s i r ’d ,  we  mu s t  t a ke 
some cour se  to  cure  the  Pa s s ion  and  Pre jud ice  o f 
t h e  C o n f o r m i n g  C l e r g y.  B u t  I  wo u l d  b e  g l a d , 
t h a t  Gen t l eman  wou l d  h ave  t o l d  u s  wha t  cou r s e 
t h a t  mu s t  be ;  f o r  we  f i nd  so  much  o f  i t  rema in- 
i n g  a m o n g  t h e m s e l ve s ,  a s  t h ey  a r e  d iv i d e d  i n t o 
Par t ie s  and Fac t ions ,  even under  the  Cons t i tu t ion, 
tha t  we who are  out  o f  i t  have  l i t t l e  hope o f  suc- 
c e e d i n g  i n  a n y  a t t e m p t s  t h a t  w a y.  H e  a d d s , 
N o t h i n g  o f  H a t r e d ,  o r  t h e  l e a s t  d e g r e e s  o f  p r i va t e 
Re s en tmen t  and  Ang e r,  mu s t  h ave  p l a c e  whe r e  s u c h  a 
D e s i g n  i s  o n  f o o t .  W h i c h  i s  a s  i f  h e  h a d  s a i d , 
We  m u s t  b e  f r e e  f ro m  Pe r s o n a l  I m p e r f e c t i o n s , 
be fore  i t  can  be  hoped any th ing  can be  done to- 
wa rd s  t he  mak ing  the  Con s t i t u t i on  more  a g re e a - 
b l e  t o  t h e  Ru l e  o f  S c r i p tu re.  And  i f  t h i s  b e  i n - 
deed  ab so lu t e l y  nece s s a r y,  we ’ l l  g r an t  the re ’s  bu t 
l i t t l e  l i ke l i h o o d  o f  a  f a r t h e r  R e f o r m a t i o n .  B u t 
I  shou ld  th ink ,  wh i l e  they  ( to  s ay  no  more )  have 
i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  l i k e  I m p e r f e c t i o n s  w i t h  u s ,  we 
m i g h t  b e  a l l ow ’d  t o  s t a n d  u p o n  a  l e v e l .  B u t 
then  he  t e l l s  u s .  Our  Me thod  t e nd s  t o  Pa s s i on ,  and 
P r e j u d i c e ,  a n d  R e s e n t m e n t ,  b u t  c a n  n e v e r  h a v e  t h e 
l e a s t  p a r t  i n  mak i n g  Men  p l i a b l e  a n d  e a s i e ,  i n  d i s - 
p o s i n g  t h e m  t o  r e c e d e  f r o m  a ny  t h i n g s  t o  m a k e  t h e 
sma l l e s t  Con c e s s i o n s,  o r  g i v e  u p  a  Po i n t  o f  t h e  l e a s t 
i m p o r t a n c e .  P r a y,  S i r ,  w h a t  M e t h o d  c o u l d  o u r 
F a the r s  h ave  t aken ,  i n  16 61,  more  l i ke l y  t o  p re -
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v a i l  f o r  A m e n d m e n t s ,  t h a n  w h a t  t h e y  t o o k  i n 
t h e  Savoy -Con f e rence ?  Wha t  Me thod  cou l d  h ave 
b e e n  t a ke n  m o re  l i ke l y  t o  r e a c h  t h e  s a m e  e n d , 
than the  Car r i age  o f  the  genera l i ty  o f  the  Di s sen- 
t e r s  i n  t h e  Re i gn  o f  K ing  J am e s  I I ?  And  ye t  we 
f i nd  a  g re a t  many  th ing s  h i n d e r ’d  c o n s i d e r i n g  Men 
f r om  p r omo t i n g  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  Al t e r a t i o n s ,  We  f i nd 
other  th ings  be s ide s  the  Car r i age  o f  the  Compla i - 
n a n t s ,  r e n d e r ’d  t h e  t wo  C o nvo c a t i o n s ,  i n  16 61 
a nd  16 8 9 ,  u n w i l l i n g  a n d  i n d i s p o s e d  t o  e n c o u r a g e  a 
f a r t h e r  R e f o r m a t i o n .  O f  h ow  g r e a t  m o m e n t  s o eve r 
t h e  Pe r f e c t i on  o f  a  Chu r c h  may  appear,  many th ing s 
diver ted them from press ing towards i t .  As for those 
who s e r i ou s ly  d e s i r e  an  Ac c ommoda t i on ,  by  a  g rea te r  
con fo r m i t y  t o  t h e  S c r i p t u re  Ru l e ,  t h ey  t ook  no 
Method s  i n  o rde r  t o  i t ,  a s  I  know o f ,  wh i ch  th a t 
Ru le  wi l l  no t  ju s t i f i e.  I f  a  f a i r  Repre sen t a t ion  o f 
t he i r  c a s e  wou ld  ange r  and  i ncen s e,  p rovoke  and 
i r r i ta te,  ’t i s  a  s ign they had to do with those,  who 
were  more  conce r n ’d  to  j u s t i f i e  t hemse l ve s ,  t h an 
Re fo r m the  Church :  And  i f  a  mode s t  Comp l a in t 
o f  re a l  Ha rd sh i p s  and  In j u r i e s ,  i n  o rde r  t o  t h e i r 
be ing  red re s s ’d ,  wa s  e s t eem’d  an  i n ve i gh i n g  a g a i n s t 
t h e  Caus e  and  Behav i ou r  o f  our  Bre thren ,  and  h in- 
d e r ’d  f rom  Con c o r d  u pon  S c r i p t u re  Te r m s ,  ’t i s  a 
s ign  they were  more  des i rous ,  the  Div i s ion should 
s e e  p e r p e t u a t e d  t h a n  h e a l e d ,  u n l e s s  t h e r e  we re 
o n  o u r  s i d e  a  c o m p l i a n c e  a g a i n s t  o u r  C o n - 
sciences.

W h a t  f o l l ow s  s o m e  wo u l d  t h i n k  t e n d s  t o  i n - 
c e n s e  a n d  i n f l a m e ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o 
*  p romi s e ,  s hou l d  b e  r e v o k ’d  a n d  a l t e r ’d :  Bu t  f o r  
f ea r  he  should  have  another  apprehens ion o f  i t ,  a s 
i t  Hands  in  h i s  own Book ,  I ’ l l  t ake  l e ave  to  p re- 
s e n t  h im  w i t h  i t  i n  m in e,  t h a t  h e  may  t h e  b e t - 
t e r  j u d g e  o f  t h e  a g r e e a b l e n e s s  o f  s u c h  L a n - 
guage.
 K As
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A s  f o r  you ,  Gen t l emen ,  o f  t h e  Chu r c h  o f  En g - 
l and ,  who  t a lk  so  much  o f  Peace  and  Union ,  and 
b l ame  o the r s  a s  h ind r ing  i t ,  your  Ca r r i age  i s  u t - 
t e r l y  u n a c c o u n t a b l e .  F o r  t h e r e  h a r d l y  a n y  t h i n g 
t h a t  h a t h  t h e  l e a s t  t e n d e n c y  t o  p r omo t e  t h i s  d e s i r ’d 
Un i on ,  a nd  i n  o rd e r  t o  i t ,  t o  s o f t e n  t h e  Ha rdn e s s e s, 
t o  c o o l  t h e  H e a t s,  t o  e n g a g e  t h e  A f f e c t i o n s  o f  a ny 
o n  wh om  t h i s  Con c o rd  mu s t  d e p e n d ;  t h e r e  i s  h a rd ly 
any  t h i n g  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e  t h a t  you  have  t h ough t  f i t  t o 
d o.  Bu t  t h e r e  i s  h a rd ly  a ny  t h i n g  t h a t  t e n d s  t o  k e e p 
u s  a t  a  d i s t a n c e  f r o m  o n e  a n o t h e r,  a n d  h i n d e r  t h i s 
A g r e e m e n t ;  t h a t  t e n d s  t o  i n f l a m e  t h e  Pa s s i o n s  o f 
t h o s e  you  d i f f e r  f r om,  t o  make  t h em j e a l ou s  and  f e a r - 
f u l  o f  a  c l o s e r  Un i on  w i th  you ,  t o  r end e r  t h em su sp i - 
c i o u s  o f  y o u r  Te m p e r s  a n d  D e s i g n s,  a n d  d i s e n g a g e 
the i r  Af f e c t i ons  f r om you,  bu t  tha t  you have  though t  i t 
wo r t h  you r  wh i l e  t o  p ra c t i c e  i t ,  unde r  your  Cons t i - 
t u t i on ,  and  i n  t h e  Me t h od s  you  h a ve  t a k en  t o  sup- 
po r t  and  pe r pe tua t e  i t .  As  i f  i t  h a d  b e e n  you r  bu - 
s in e s s  t o  do  wha t  you  knew wou ld  b e  mos t  g r i e vous  in 
t h e i r  Eye s,  a nd  you r  r e s o l u t i o n  t o  v ex  t h em  a s  mu c h 
a s  p o s s i b l e,  s i n c e  t h ey  wou ld  no t  a g r e e  w i t h  you ;  and 
a s  i f  t h e  i n t e r c hang ing  o f  su c h  good  Of f i c e s  we r e  l i k e - 
ly  to  p rove  the  r ead ie s t  way to  s e t t l e  a  good Cor re spon- 
d en c e  b e twe en  you ,  o r  t o  b r i n g  you  one  s t e p  n ea r e r  t o 
one another.

A f t e r  a l l ,  M r.  H o a d l y  c a n ’t  b e l i e v e  o u r  S e p a r a - 
t i o n  h a t h  any  t e nd en c y  t owa rd s  t h e  p r o c u r i n g  A l t e ra - 
t i o n s .  B u t  w h a t  m u s t  we  d o ,  S i r ?  O u r  F o r e - 
f a t h e r s  ke p t  i n  yo u r  C h u rc h ,  w h i l e  t h ey  d i s a p - 
p rov ’d  yo u r  B o t t o m .  T h ey  c o m p l y ’d  i n  a  g r e a t 
mea su re  w i th  your  Impos i t i on s ,  and  in  the  mid s t 
o f  the i r  many  Compla in t s ,  h ad  f requen t  P romi se s 
t h a t  t h e i r  G r i evance s  s hou ld  b e  red re s s ’d ,  wh i ch 
P r o m i s e s  s t i l l  p r ov ’d  f r u i t l e s s .  T h e y  h e l d  o n 
C o n f o r m i n g  a s  f a r  a s  t h e i r  C o n s c i e n c e s  wo u l d 
a l l ow  t h em ;  a nd  b e c au s e  t h ey  d i d  n o t  f u l l y  a n - 
s we r  t h e  D e m a n d s  o f  t h e  C h u r c h ,  t h e y  we r e
  teaz’d
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t e a z ’d  a n d  wo r r y ’d ,  s i l e n c ’d  a n d  e x c o m mu n i c a - 
t ed ;  and  bo th  Min i s t e r s  and  Peop l e  mos t  m i s e r a - 
b l y  h a r r a s s ’d .  ’ Twa s  f o u n d  t h e r e f o r e  b y  m a n y 
Ye a r s  e xpe r i en c e,  t h e  way  o f  Con fo r m i t y  wou l d 
n o t  c o m p a s s  t h e  n e e d f u l  A l t e r a t i o n s .  A f t e r  t h e 
R e s t a u r a t i o n  o f  K i n g  C h a r l e s ,  t h e  C o n f i n e m e n t 
wa s  s t r a i t e r ,  a n d  t h e  B o n d s  m a d e  h e av i e r  t h a n 
t h e y  w e r e  b e f o r e .  M a n y  h u n d r e d s  o f  w o r t h y 
Min i s t e r s  were  th rown ou t  a t  once ;  and  the  poor 
Peop l e  dep r iv ’d  o f  t he i r  de s i r ab l e  and  u s e fu l  L a - 
bou r s .  I n  t h i s  c a s e ,  t h ey  t ook  t h e  l i b e r t y  wh i ch 
God  h ad  g iven  t h em ,  o f  s h i f t i n g  f o r  t h em s e l ve s 
ou t  o f  the  Cons t i tu t ion ,  p ro fe s s ing  a  re ad ine s s  to 
c o a l e s c e  e i t h e r  w i t h  t ho s e  t h a t  we re  unde r  t h a t 
C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  o r  a n y  o t h e r  P a r t y  o f  M e n  w h o 
s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  i t  u p o n  S c r i p t u r e  t e r m s  a n d 
g r o u n d s ,  b u t  n o  f a r t h e r .  A n d  i f  t h e  b r i n g i n g 
such  a  number  o f  va lu ab l e  Pe r son s  in to  the  pub- 
l i c k  C h u r c h e s  wo n ’t ,  a t  s o m e  t i m e  o r  o t h e r , 
p reva i l  w i th  t he  Gove r nmen t  t o  pu rge  ou t  t ho s e 
Cor r up t ion s  wh ich  have  been  so  long  comp l a in ’d 
o f ,  and  hea r t i l y  to  e spouse  the  cau se  o f  a  f a r the r 
R e f o r m a t i o n ,  i t  i s  ve r y  u n l i ke l y  t h a t  a ny  t h i n g 
e l s e  wo u l d  e ve r  o c c a s i o n  i t .  I f  t h e  S e p a r a t i o n 
o f  t h e  D i s s e n t e r s  b e n ’t  a  l i ke l y  way,  s o o n e r  o r 
l a t e r ,  t o  e f f e c t  a  f a r t h e r  Re fo r ma t i on ,  I  d e s p a i r 
o f  f ind ing  any  way  by  which  those  who go  under 
tha t  Denomina t ion  cou ld  be  able  to  do  any  th ing 
to contribute towards it.

B u t  s ay s  M r .  H o a d l y ,  s u p p o s i n g  A m e n d m e n t s 
mad e ,  a nd  t h e  M i n i s t e r s  b r o u g h t  i n ,  y e t  Go d  o n ly 
k n ow s,  a s  t h e  Cau s e  h a t h  b e e n  u n h a p p i l y  m an a g ’d , 
whe t h e r  t h i s  wou l d  s o  m i gh t i ly  c on t r i bu t e  t o  t h e  un i - 
ve r s a l  Union  o f  th i s  Chur c h  and  Peop l e,  a s  one  wou ld 
w i s h ,  o r  s ome  e xp e c t .  I f  God  on ly  kn ow s  i t ,  t h en  I 
t h ink  to  h im we  mus t  l e ave  i t .  Ye t  t h i s  I ’ l l  ven- 
t u r e  t o  s ay.  T h e  Pe o p l e ,  a s  f a r  a s  I  c a n  j u d g e , 
a re  much  more  conce r n ’d  a bou t  Aba t emen t s  a nd
 K 2 Altera-
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Al t e r a t i o n s ,  t h a n  h e  s e em s  w i l l i n g  t o  a l l ow ;  a nd 
I  b e l i eve  may,  w i t hou t  much  d i f f i c u l t y,  b e  ve r y 
g e n e r a l l y  b r o u g h t  t o w a r d s  t h e  C h u r c h ,  w h e n  t h e 
Church sha l l  be  brought  towards  a  nearer  Confor- 
mi ty  to  Sc r ip ture.  I f  t h e  way  o f  Wor sh i p ,  in  which 
our  Peop le  a re  s e t t l e d ,  be  on ly  d i f f e r e n t  f r om  you r s 
in  those  re spec t s  in  which  your s  i s  d i f f e ren t  f rom 
the  Ru l e  and  Pa t t e r n s  o f  S c r i p tu re,  and  th i s  ap - 
pea r s  upon  s ea rch ,  I  hope  our  Peop le  c an ’t  ju s t l y 
b e  b l amed  i f  t h ey  a re  w i l l i n g  t o  a dhe re :  Bu t  i f , 
on  t h e  con t r a r y,  i t  c a n  b e  made  a ppe a r  t h a t  we 
d i f f e r  f rom  S c r i p t u re ,  i n  t h e  t h i n g s  whe re i n  we 
d i f f e r  f r o m  yo u ,  o u r  Pe o p l e ,  I  ve r i l y  b e l i e ve , 
a r e  n o t  g e n e r a l l y  s o  u n re a s o n a b l y  t e n a c i o u s ,  a s 
to  per s i s t  when a  foundat ion i s  once l a id  for  the i r 
C o nv i c t i o n .  B u t  w hy  yo u  s h o u l d  u s e  t h e  wo rd 
mus t  i n  th i s  c a s e,  t i l l  t he  Po in t  i s  dec ided  wh ich 
way  o f  Wo r s h i p  i s  m o s t  a g r e e a b l e  t o  S c r i p t u re , 
you r s  o r  ou r s ,  I  c a nno t  t e l l ;  u n l e s s  i t  b e  a  f a i r 
i n t ima t ion ,  t h a t  you  a re  f o r  de t e r min ing  by  b a re 
Au tho r i t y,  wha t  we  a re  f o r  l e av i ng  t o  b e  d e t e r - 
m i n ’d  b y  S c r i p t u r e  a n d  R e a s o n .  T h a t  a  s t a t e d 
Fo r m o f  P raye r ,  i f  s e r ious  and  sc r ip tura l ,  and  su i t - 
ed  to  the  Ci rcumstances  and Occa s ions  o f  the  ge- 
ne r a l i t y  o f  Chr i s t i an s ,  i s  s o  h e a vy  a  D i s p en s a t i o n , 
a s  n o t  t o  b e  c ompa r ’d  w i t h  t h e  me an e s t  Ex t empo ra r y 
Ef fu s i on,  so  i t  b e  bu t  u t t e r ’d  wi th  vehemence  and zea l , 
i s  wha t  I  know none  o f  our  Min i s t e r s  tha t  t e ach ; 
what I never heard any even the weakest of our Peo- 
p l e  a s s e r t :  And  ye t  t h a t  Chr i s t  h a th  g iven  Power 
to any,  so to conf ine hi s  Mini s ter s  and Servant s  to 
a  Fo r m  i n  p u b l i c k  wo r s h i p p i n g  A s s e m b l i e s ,  a s 
t h a t  t h ey  m ay  b e  a l l ow ’d  i n  n o  c a s e  t o  va r y,  i s 
w h a t  s h o u l d  b e  p r o v ’d  b y  t h o s e  t h a t  a s - 
sert it.

Bu t  t h a t  ou r  Peop l e  c an ’t  b e a r  t h e  Th o u g h t s  o f 
a  C h u r c h  i n  w h i c h  s o  m u c h  a s  t h e  N a m e  o f  B i - 
s h o p s  i s  f o u n d ,  i s  a n  h i g h  f l i g h t  T h ey  c a n  b e a r
  both
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bo th  name  and  th ing :  For  they  own the i r  Pa s to r s 
to  be  B i shops ;  and  submi t  to  them a s  tho se  whom 
t h e  H o l y  G h o s t  h a t h  m a d e  O v e r s e e r s .  A n d  t h e r e 
a r e  m a ny  o f  t h e m  t h a t  h ave  n o  i n c u r a b l e  Ave r - 
s i o n  t o  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t s  o r  A r c h - B i s h o p s ,  t h a t 
s hou l d  h ave  a  Powe r  o f  I n s p e c t i ng  t h e  Doc t r i n e 
and  L ive s  o f  t h e i r  Pa s t o r s ,  P rov i d ed  due  s e cu r i - 
t y  cou ld  be  g iven  the re  s hou ld  be  no  un s rc i p tu - 
r a l  Impo s i t i on s  t h a t  way  i n t roduc ’d  o r  f avou r ’d . 
S o  t h a t  I  c a n ’t  s e e  a ny  r e a s o n  f o r  M r.  H o a d l y ’s 
m igh ty  conce r n  upon  th i s  Head .  Fo r,  l e t  bu t  the 
L i t u r g y  a n d  E p i s c o p a c y  r e t a i n ’d ,  b e  S c r i p t u r a l , 
and  the re  may  be  f a i r  Hope s  o f  a  Gene r a l  Com- 
p l i a n c e .  A n d  a s  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  s h o u l d  r e m a i n , 
d i s s a t i s f y ’d ,  L e t  t h e m  b u t  h ave  t h e  L i b e r t y  o f 
t h e i r  ow n  way,  w i t h o u t  a ny  Fo rc e ,  a n d  a l l  w i l l 
b e  e a s i e,  and  none  c an  comp l a in ;  and  th i s  i s  t he 
on ly  way  we  know o f  to  an  un i ve r s a l  Con c o rd  and 
U n i t y ,  a s  f a r  a s  i t  i s  h e r e  a t t a i n a b l e .  W h e n  h e 
a f t e rwa rd s  t e l l s  u s .  Tha t  t h e  Con f o r m i t y  and  Un i t y 
o f  t h e  Peop l e  a r e  t h e  g r e a t e s t  P e r f e c t i on  o f  a  Chu r c h , 
we can eauly ag ree with him i f  he means  the Con- 
f o r m i t y  o f  t h e  P e o p l e ,  i n  t h e i r  Wo r s h i p,  Tempe r s 
a nd  L ive s ,  t o  t h e  Ru l e  o f  t h e  Go spe l ,  a nd  t h e i r 
U n i t y  i n  t r u e  C h r i s t i a n  A f f e c t i o n :  B u t  i f  h e 
means ,  a  Confor mi ty  to  any  Humane Mode l s ,  and 
a n  U n i t y  i n  R i t e s  a n d  C e r e m o n i e s ,  we  a r e  f a r 
f ro m  r e c ko n i n g  t h e m  t o  c o n t r i bu t e  t o  t h e  P e r - 
f e c t i o n  o f  a  Chu r c h .  And  we  g ive  t h i s  good  Rea - 
s on  f o r  i t ,  B e c au s e  t h e  Chu r c h  wa s  i n  t h e  Apo- 
s t l e s  d ay s  i n  t h e  g r e a t e s t  P e r f e c t i o n :  B u t  t h i s  l ay 
i n  a  Con fo r mi t y  t o  D iv ine  Regu l a t i on s ,  and  no t 
H u m a n e  I nve n t i o n s ,  i n  a n  U n i t y  o f  A f f e c t i o n s , 
a n d  n o t  a n  U n i f o r m i t y  i n  C e r e m o n i e s .  A n d 
w i t h a l .  We  f i n d  t h e r e  m ay  b e  C o n f o r m i t y  a n d 
U n i t y ,  e v e n  i n  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  A n t i c h r i s t ;  a n d 
t h e re f o re  we  c a n ’t  s e e  how  b a re  Con f o r m i t y  a n d 
Uni ty ,  un le s s  the  Scr ip ture  be  admi t ted  a s  the  en-
 K 3 tire
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t h e  S t and a rd  o f  i t ,  c an  b e  a c coun t ed  t h e  g r e a t e s t 
P e r f e c t i o n  o f  a  P ro t e s t an t  Church ,  w i thou t  a  Re- 
flection on the Reformation.

B u t  s i n c e  h e  g i ve s  u s  t h e  s u m  o f  w h a t  h e  h a s 
p r o p o s ’d  u n d e r  t h i s  H e a d  i n  a  s i n g l e  S y l l o g i sm ;  l e t 
u s  a  l i t t l e  c o n s i d e r  i t .  I t  r u n s  t h u s :  M u t u a l 
Con c e s s i o n s,  a n d  a  y i e l d i n g  S p i r i t ,  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  t o 
t h e  p r o p o s ’d  A l t e r a t i o n s.  Now  t h e  Me t h o d  y o u  h a v e 
t aken  i s  no t  a t  a l l  l i k e ly  t o  p r odu c e  su c h  Con c e s s i on s, 
o r  t o  in c l i n e  Men t o  y i e l d  th e  mos t  i nd i f f e r en t  Po in t s, 
bu t  ra the r  t o  make  them j ea l ous  and su sp i c i ou s  o f  you, 
a n d  i n c e n s e  t h e m  a g a i n s t  y o u ;  a n d  i s  s o  f a r  f r o m 
being ever  l ike ly to uni te  the People to the Church, that 
i t  i s  r a t h e r  t o  b e  f e a r ’d  i t  h a t h  l a i d  t h e  S c h e m e  o f 
p e r p e t u a l  D i v i s i o n ,  and  a  c o n t i nu ’d  S ep a ra t i o n ,  e v e n 
s u p p o s i n g  s u c h  A l t e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  C h u r c h  a s  w o u l d 
c o n t e n t  y o u .  T h e r e f o r e  y o u r  S e p a r a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e 
Me th od  you  h a ve  t a k en  t o  ma i n t a i n  i t  o n  f o o t ,  i s  a s 
u n l i k e l y  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  t o  e f f e c t  t h i s  f a r t h e r  R e f o r m a - 
t i o n ,  o r  e v e r  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  t h e  U n i o n  a n d  A g r e e - 
men t  o f  t h e  Chr i s t i an  Peop l e  i n  th i s  Land .  I  an swer ; 
Tho’ Mutua l  Conce s s ions  are  neces sar y to an Union, 
a s  f a r  a s  t h e  S c r i p t u r e  w i l l  wa r r a n t  t h e m ,  ye t 
s i n c e  t h a t  i s  t o  b e  t h e  common  S t a nd a rd  wh i ch 
you  and  we  a re  to  endeavour  to  come  up  to,  we 
a r e  n o t  l e f t  a t  u n c e r t a i n t y.  A s  f o r  t h e  M e t h o d 
we  h ave  t a ken  t o  c on f o r m  ou r  s e l ve s  a s  n e a r  a s 
we  c an  to  the  Ru le  o f  Sc r ip tu re,  wh i l e  ou r  Bre- 
th ren  wou ld  no t  bea r  u s  company,  nay  wou ld  r a - 
t h e r  h ave  p e r s u a d e d  u s  t o  r e s t  s a t i s f y ’d  u n d e r 
t h e i r  I r r e gu l a r i t i e s ;  i f  t h i s  i s  n o t  a t  a l l  l i k e l y  t o 
p roduce  Conce s s ions,  o r  t o  in c l ine  our  Bre th r en to  y i e ld 
t h e  m o s t  i n d i f f e r e n t  P o i n t s ,  we  c a n n o t  h e l p  i t ; 
s i n c e,  a s  f a r  a s  we  c an  j udge,  we  h ave  done  bu t 
o u r  D u t y.  B u t  we  w i l l  h o p e  b e t t e r  t h i n g s  o f 
our  Bre thren ,  when they  come ca lmly  to  cons ider 
M a t t e r s .  We  wo u l d  h o p e  t h ey  c o u l d  n o t  t h i n k 
t h i s  a  g o o d  A r g u m e n t  s g a i n s t  a  n e a r e r  C o n f o r -
  mity
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m i t y  t o  S c r i p t u re ,  t h a t  we  we re  h e re i n  i n  s ome 
re spec t s  be fo re -hand  w i th  them;  and  a sked  w i th- 
ou t  t h e i r  l e ave ,  wh i ch  we  cou l d  no t  d i s c e r n  we 
we re  b o u n d  t o  wa i t  f o r .  H oweve r ,  i f  o u r  b e i n g 
here in  any  measure  be fore-hand wi th  them should 
mak e  t h em  j e a l o u s  a n d  s u s p i c i o u s  o f  u s,  a n d  i n c e n s e 
’em agains t  us ,  they must answer for i t  to their Lord 
and  ou r s ,  w i t h  whom we  c an  con t en t ed l y  l odg e 
o u r  A p p e a l .  B u t  we  c a n n o t  a s  ye t  p e r c e i ve  bu t 
tha t  our  Method wi l l  be  l ike ly  enough t o  un i t e  the 
Peop l e  t o  t h e  Chur c h ,  whenever  the  Church can  be 
con t en t  t o  con fo r m  t o  t h e  ho l y  S c r i p t u re s .  No r 
c an  we  f e a r  p e r p e t u a l  D i v i s i o n  up on  ou r  S c h eme ,  i f 
t ho s e  Impo s i t i on s  a re  bu t  wav ’d  t h a t  h ave  o c c a - 
s i on ’d  the  D iv i s i on s .  And  the re fo re  tho ’ the  Me- 
t h o d  we  h ave  t a ke n  i s  n o t  l i ke l y  t o  p ro d u c e  a 
g e n e r a l  C o n f o r m i t y  t o  t h e  C h u rc h ,  a s  i t  s t a n d s 
a t  p r e s e n t  b o t t o m ’d  u p o n  a  p r e t e n d e d  P o w e r  t o 
D e c r e e  R i t e s  a n d  C e r e m o n i e s ,  w h i c h  we  c a n n o t 
e s t e em  a t  a l l  d e s i r a b l e ,  we  ye t  conc l ude,  t h a t  i f 
the  repeated des i re s  o f  a  number  o f  sober  Per sons , 
who  i n s i s t  upon  a  g re a t e r  Con fo r m i t y  t o  S c r i p - 
ture  be fore  they can in  Consc ience  embody them- 
s e l ve s  w i th  the  Church ,  won ’t  p reva i l  s ome  t ime 
or  o the r  fo r  a  f a r the r  Re for mat ion ,  in  o rde r  to  a 
g rea te r  Union  and  Ag r e emen t  o f  t h e  Chr i s t i an  Peop l e 
in  th i s  Land ,  noth ing e l se  tha t  cou ld  be  ment ion’d 
would be able to do it.

At  l a s t  he ’s  for  inver t ing  the  Argument ,  and ac-  
c o s t s  u s  t hu s :  I f  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  o b t a i n i n g  A - 
mendmen t s  h a t h  b e e n  o f  t h a t  m i g h t y  f o r c e  w i t h  y ou , 
a s  t o  move  you  t o  ven tu r e  upon  a  t h in g  o f  s u c h  Con- 
s e qu en c e,  a s  a  f o r ma l  S e p a ra t i o n ,  a nd  a  d i s t i n c t  way 
o f  publ i c k  Wor sh ip  f r om tha t  e s t ab l i s h ’d ;  o f  how muc h 
g r e a t e r  f o r c e  ough t  t h i s  c on s i d e ra t i on  t o  have  b e en ,  i n 
t h e  mov i n g  you  t o  a  qu i e t  and  p e a c e a b l e  Con f o r m i t y, 
a s  f a r  a s  y o u r  C o n s c i e n c e s  c o u l d  g i v e  y o u  l e a v e ?  I 
a n swe r ;  Be ing  conv inc ’d  i t  wa s  ou r  Du ty  t o  en -
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d e avo u r  a  n e a r e r  C o n f o r m i t y  t o  S c r i p t u r e ,  we 
we r e  t h e  m o r e  c o n f i r m ’d  i n  t h a t  i n t e n t i o n ,  i n 
hope s  th a t  i t  m igh t  p rove  a s  l i ke l y  a  way  a s  any, 
i n  t i m e,  t o  e f f e c t  a  f a r t h e r  R e f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h e 
L a n d  i n  g e n e r a l .  We  c a n ’t  s e e  t h e r e  w a s  a n y 
g re a t  v e n t u r e  i n  t h e  c a s e ,  ( even  t ho ’ t h e  con t en t 
o f  E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  S u p e r i o r s  wa s  wa n t i n g )  s u p p o - 
s ing  tha t  by  our  Sepa r a t ion  we  have  in  any  mea- 
s u r e  r e a c h ’d  a  n e a r e r  C o n f o r m i t y  t o  S c r i p t u r e 
t h a n  o u r  B r e t h r e n ,  w h i c h  m ay  b e  j u d g ’d  o f  by 
t h e  P r e m i s e s .  T h a t  t h i s  C o n s i d e r a t i o n  c o u l d 
ever  br ing  us  to  ent i re  Confor mi ty  to  the  Church 
upon  i t s  p re s en t  Bo t tom,  i s  un rea sonab l e  to  sup- 
p o s e .  F o r  t h i s ,  w h a t e v e r  i t  w a s  h e r e t o f o r e , 
wou l d ,  a s  t h i n g s  now  s t a nd ,  h ave  b e en  a  y i e l d - 
ing  to  tha t  impos ing  Power,  wh ich  we  were  con- 
v i n c ’d  i t  wa s  o u r  D u t y  t o  o p p o s e .  B u t  t h a t  i t 
should  br ing us  to  such a  Confor mity  a s  our  Con- 
s c i e n c e s  c o u l d  g i v e  l e a v e  f o r ,  i s  r e a s on ab l e  enough 
t o  e x p e c t :  A n d  t h e r e f o r e  i t  m ay  b e  o b s e r v ’d  i t 
brought  those to Occas iona l  Confo rmi ty  whose Con- 
s c i ence s  cou ld  a l l ow  o f  i t .  To  wh i ch  Inc l i n a t i on 
a n d  P r a c t i c e  t h ey  we r e  e n c o u r a g ’d ,  by  h o p i n g , 
bo th  tha t  i t  wou ld  be  t aken  by  the i r  B re th ren  a s 
a n  ev i d e n c e  o f  t h e i r  c h a r i t a b l e  D i s p o s i t i o n  t o - 
wa r d s  t h e m ,  w h i l e  t h e y  o r d i n a r i l y  wo r s h i p p ’d 
God in  a  way  they  thought  more  ag reeable  to  h i s 
M i n d  a n d  Wi l l ;  a n d  t h a t ,  t h e i r  B re t h r e n  m i g h t 
t h i s  way  b e  t h e  m o re  d i s p o s ’d  i n  t i m e  t o  a b a t e 
those  Rigor s ,  which  had  been  a t t ended  wi th  such 
p e r n i c i o u s  C o n s e q u e n c e s .  M r .  H o a d l y  i n d e e d , 
by  a rgu ing  fo r  Con f o r m i t y  a s  fa r  a s  ou t  Con s c i e n c e s 
w o u l d  g i v e  l e a v e ,  may  p e r h ap s  me an  en t i r e  Con - 
f o r m i t y ;  a s  t h i nk i ng  Con s c i en c e  h ad  no th i ng  a - 
g a i n s t  i t .  I n  w h i c h  h e  i s  u n d e r  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e 
M i s t a k e .  B u t  I  wo u l d  d e s i r e  h i m  t o  o b s e r v e , 
t h a t  by  Con f o r m i n g  O c c a s i o n a l ly ,  we  h ave  gone  a s 
f ar as our Consciences would g ive leave, and yet we
  find
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f ind  the  e nd  i n  v i ew  a s  f a r  f r om  b e i n g  a c c omp l i s h ’d , 
a s  i f  we  h a d  ke p t  a t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  d i s t a n c e  f ro m 
them.  Our  B re th ren  a re  s o  f a r  f rom be ing  he re - 
by  t h e  m o re  d i s p o s e d  t o  U n i o n  u p o n  S c r i p t u re 
Te r ms ,  t h a t  t hey  he reupon  mos t  g ro s l y  m i s rep re - 
s en t  u s ,  and  inve i gh  ag a in s t  u s  w i th  s t r ange  B i t - 
t e r ne s s  and  Rancor,  a s  i f  i t  were  pure  Fancy  tha t 
we  cou l d  no t  a lway s  do  a s  t h ey  do,  b e c au s e  we 
c an  do  i t  upon  Occ a s i on ;  i n  wh i ch  I  c an  a p p e a l 
a s  f ree ly  a s  Mr.  Hoad ly  h imse l f ,  t o  t h e  Rea s on  and 
E x p e r i e n c e  o f  M a n k i n d ,  w h e t h e r  t h e y  d o n ’t  a c t 
ve r y  d i s i ngenuou s l y  and  unwor th i l y.  Bu t  he  add s 
in the

F i f t h  a n d  L a s t  p l a c e .  T h a t  i f  t h e  p r e s s i n g  a 
f a r ther  Refor r nat ion be a  good  a rgument  f o r  a  Sepa- 
ra t i o n ,  t h en  t h e r e  w i l l  a lway s  b e  a  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  o n e, 
and a lways  a  Reason su f f i c i en t  to  upho ld and excuse  i t . 
I  a n swe r ;  I f  h e  m e a n s ,  t h a t  t h e n  n o  M a n  i s  t o 
b e  h i n d r e d  f ro m  wo r s h i p p i n g  G o d  i n  t h a t  way 
t h a t  h e  a p p re h e n d s  m o s t  a g r e e a b l e  t o  h i s  M i n d 
and  Wi l l ,  ( p rov i d ed  The  C iv i l  Pe a c e  b e  no t  en - 
d ange r ’d )  I  f re e l y  g r an t  i t  h im :  Bu t  i f  h i s  mean- 
ing  be,  Tha t  i f  our  Sepa ra t ion  now be  ju s t i f i ab l e, 
’t i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t h a t  a ny  R e f o r m a t i o n  c o u l d  b e 
such as  should leave a  l ike Separat ion unjust i f iable, 
I  d eny  i t .  Fo r  we  s ep a r a t i ng  i n  o rde r  t o  t h e  re - 
m ov i n g  u n s c r i p t u r a l  I m p o s i t i o n s ,  l e t  t h e m  bu t 
b e  remov ’d ,  a nd  t ho ’ t h e re  may  b e  s t i l l  a  d i f f e - 
rence  in  some l e s s e r  Pa r t i cu l a r i t i e s ,  ye t  a  Sepa r a- 
t ion  i s  need l e s s .  Bu t ,  s ay s  he,  I  may  s a f e ly  a f f i r m , 
tha t  n e i t h e r  you ,  no r  any  Man e l s e  i n  t h e  Wor l d ,  c an 
c o n t r i v e  s u c h  a  Chu r c h ,  o r  l ay  t h e  S c h eme  o f  s u c h  a 
C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h a t  a  f a r t h e r  R e f o r m a t i o n  s h a l l  n o t 
b e  n e c e s s a r y  i n  o r d e r  t o  t h e  m o r e  g e n e r a l  r e a c h i n g 
o f  t h e  g r e a t  e n d s  o f  R e l i g i o n .  And  i f  s o,  I  s hou l d 
th ink  i t  migh t  aba te  the  eage r ne s s  o f  con s ide r ing 
Men, for  a  Nat ional  Eccles ia s t ica l  Confutat ion.  For 
to  any  tha t  a re  a t  l i be r t y  du ly  to  we igh  Ma t t e r s ,
  it
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i t  mus t  need s  appea r  an  unspeakable  Hard sh ip  fo r 
a ny  Chu rch e s  o r  Ch r i s t  t o  b e  s o  h ampe r ’d  by  a 
Cons t i t u t i on ,  a s  tha t  they  can ’t  be  s t i l l  pu r su ing  a 
f a r t h e r  R e f o r ma t i o n ,  a s  f a r  a s  i t  ev i d en t l y  a ppe a r s 
ne c e s s a r y  i n  o rd e r  t o  t h e  mo r e  g en e ra l  r e a c h i n g  o f  t h e 
g r e a t  e n d s  o f  R e l i g i o n .  A n y  C o n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t 
shou ld  he re in  be  an  h indr ance,  i s  a  man i f e s t  De- 
t r i m e n t  t o  R e l i g i o n .  T h e re f o r e  I  h o p e  we  m ay 
be excus ’d  in  be ing aga ins t  any such Cons t i tu t ion. 
to f a l l  in  with which we cannot  see that  any Mor- 
t a l s  h ave  a  r i gh t  t o  compe l  u s .  Bu t  h e  goe s  on : 
H a d  s u c h  A m e n d m e n t s  a n d  A l t e r a t i o n s  a s  w e  a r e 
o f t en  t o l d  wou ld  have  c on t en t ed  you ,  and  b r ough t  you 
i n ,  b e e n  a c c e p t e d  o f  i n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h ’d  Chu r c h ,  c a n - 
no t  s ay  tha t  i t  wou ld  have  wan t ed  no th ing  in  o rd e r  t o 
t h e  mo r e  g en e ra l  r e a c h i n g  t h e  g r e a t  e nd s  o f  Re l i g i o n ; 
a nd  ye t  y ou  wou l d  h a ve  Con f o r m ’d ,  a nd  p l e a d e d  t h e 
Cau s e  o f  Con f o r m i t y.  I f  t h e n  y o u  s h o u l d  u p o n  s u c h 
A m e n d m e n t s  h a v e  t h o u g h t  i t  y o u r  D u t y  t o  h a v e 
Con f o r m ’d  t o  t h e  E s t a b l i s hmen t ,  n o tw i t h s t a nd i n g  t h e 
wan t  o f  a  f a r t h e r  R e f o r ma t i o n  i n  o rd e r ,  &c.  i t  c a n - 
n o t  c e r t a i n ly  b e  j u d g ’d  by  y o u  a  g o o d  A r g umen t  f o r 
a  S e p a r a t i o n ,  t h a t  a  f a r t h e r  R e f o r m a t i o n  i s 
i n  o r d e r,  & c .  I  a n swe r ;  L e t  bu t  Pe r s o n s  b e  l e f t 
f ree  a s  to  the  th ing s  tha t  have  been  h i the r to  im- 
p o s e d ;  a n d  l e t  n o t h i n g  b e  i n f o r c ’d  t h a t  p r e s s e s 
upon  t h e  Con s c i e n c e ;  a nd  i t  wou l d  b e  h a rd  f o r 
a ny  Pe r s o n s  t o  g i ve  a  r e a s o n  w hy  t h ey  m ay n ’t 
Wo r s h i p  G o d  i n  t h e  p u b l i c k  C h u rc h e s ,  a s  we l l 
a s  i n  s e p a r a t e  A s s emb l i e s :  Cou l d  t h i s  h ave  b e en 
compa s s ’d ,  t h e  D i s s en t e r s  wou ld  h ave  b e en  con- 
t e n t e d  a n d  t h a n k f u l ;  n ay  t h ey  wo u l d  ye t  b e  s o. 
A n d  i f  t h e  wo r s h i p p i n g  G o d  w i t h  t h i s  f r e e d o m 
i n  t h e  pub l i c k  Chu rch e s ,  a nd  p e r s u ad i n g  o t h e r s 
t o  do  s o  t oo,  b e  c a l l ’d  Con f o r m i n g,  a n d  p l e a d i n g 
t h e  C a u s e  o f  C o n f o r m i t y ,  ’t i s  we l l  a n d  g o o d ;  ’t i s 
f r e e l y  y i e l d ed  t h i s  wou l d  h ave  b e en  t h e  Con s e - 
q u e n c e .  B u t  i f  b y  C o n f o r m i n g  a n d  p l e a d i n g  t h e
  Cause
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Cau s e  o f  Con f o r m i t y ,  i t  b e  mean t ,  t h a t  t h ey  who 
a re  now  D i s s e n t e r s  wou l d  h ave  own ’d  a n  i mpo - 
s ing  Power,  and  pe r suaded  o the r s  to  i t  a l so ;  i f  i t 
b e  he reby  i n t ended  to  be  i n t ima t ed ,  t h a t  i f  t h ey 
cou l d  h ave  compa s s ’d  c e r t a i n  p a r t i c u l a r  Amend- 
m e n t s  a n d  A l t e r a t i o n s ,  t h e y  w o u l d  n o t  o n l y 
h ave  Submi t t ed  t o  rema in ing  un s c r i p tu r a l  Impo- 
s i t ion s ,  bu t  have  u rg ’d  o the r s  to  i t  tha t  had  been 
inc l ined  to  s t and  ou t ,  ’t i s  bo th  an  ab su rd  Suppo- 
s i t ion  in  i t  s e l f ,  and  a  g round le s s  Imputa t ion  up- 
o n  t h e m .  ’ T i s  a n  a b s u rd  S u p p o s i t i o n  i n  i t  s e l f . 
Fo r  i t  imp l i e s ,  t h a t  t h ey  i n s i s t  upon  th a t  l i b e r t y 
wh i ch  Chr i s t  h a th  l e f t  t hem,  and  ye t  a re  f re e  t o 
r e s i g n  i t ,  i f  t h ey  a r e  g r a t i f y ’d  i n  c e r t a i n  Pa r t i - 
c u l a r i t i e s :  N ay  i t  i m p l i e s ,  t h a t  t h ey  a r e  a d m i t - 
t e d  i n t o  t h e  pub l i c k  Chu rche s ,  w i t hou t  s ubm i t - 
t i ng  to  a  p re t ended  Ecc l e s i a s t i c a l  Powe r,  t o  d e c r e e 
R i t e s  a nd  Ce r emon i e s ;  and  ye t  t h a t  t hey  own  th a t 
Power  du ly  exe rc i s ’d  in  ce r t a in  In s t ance s  tha t  a re 
re t a i n ’d ,  a nd  p e r s u ad e  o t h e r s  t o  do  s o  t oo,  t h a t 
t hey  may  have  l i be r t y  o f  ge t t i ng  in to  o r  keep ing 
i n  t h e  C h u rc h e s .  A n d  i t  i s  a  g ro u n d l e s s  I m p u - 
t a t i o n  u p o n  t h e  D i s s e n t e r s ,  b o t h  M i n i s t e r s  a n d 
Pe o p l e ,  f o r  w h i c h  I  c a n n o t  d i s c e r n  t h e  l e a s t 
founda t ion :  For  I  know not  tha t  i t  ha s  eve r  been 
p re t ended ,  t h a t  any  Amendmen t s  and  A l t e r a t i on s 
would  have  brought  them in ,  which le f t  them not 
a t  l i b e r t y  a s  t o  t h e  I m p o s i t i o n s  c o m p l a i n ’d  o f . 
N o r  c a n  i t  b e  p rov ’d ,  t h a t  t h ey  eve r  o f f e r ’d  t o 
Con f o r m  o r  p l e a d  t h e  Cau s e  o f  Con f o r m i t y ,  w i thou t 
s u c h  a  l i b e r t y.  B u t  h e r e  l i e s  t h e  M i s t a ke .  M r . 
Hoad ly  does  not  d i s t ingui sh  be tween coming ord i- 
n a r i l y  t o  Church ,  and  app rov ing  o f  t he  Na t iona l 
C o n s t i t u t i o n .  H a d  K i n g  C h a r l e s  I I .’s  D e c l a r a - 
t i o n  p a s s ’d  i n t o  a  L aw,  t h e  g e n e r a l i t y  o f  t h o s e 
w h o  we r e  a f t e r wa rd s  D i s s e n t e r s  h a d  o r d i n a r i l y 
gone  to  the  publ i ck  Churche s ,  wi thout  o rd ina r i l y 
k e e p i n g  u p  s e p a r a t e  A s s e m b l i e s :  B u t  t h e y  h a d
  not
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s t i l l  hear t i ly  approv’d of  the Nat iona l  Const i tut ion 
The re  wou l d  h ave  b e en  a  Con s i d e r a b l e  Advanc e 
m a d e  t owa rd s  a  f a r t h e r  R e f o r m a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e re 
wo u l d  h a ve  b e e n  r o o m  l e f t  f o r  a  f a r t h e r  A d - 
v a n c e  by  D e g r e e s ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e  m o s t  t h a t  c a n 
b e  h o p ’d  f o r .  L e t  u s  t h e n  s e e  h ow  h e  a r g u e s . 
I f  y o u  c o u l d ,  u p on  s ome  A l t e r a t i o n s ,  by  wh i ch  you 
h a d  b e e n  l e f t  a t  L i b e r t y  a s  t o  t h e  I m p o s i t i o n s 
c o m p l a i n ’d  o f ,  h a v e  c o m p l i e d ,  s o  f a r  a s  t o  h ave 
come  o rd i n a r i l y  t o  t h e  Pub l i c k  Chu rche s ,  w i t h - 
ou t  b e i ng  unde r  t h e  Exe rc i s e  o f  a n  un s c r i p t u r a l 
i m p o s i n g  Powe r ,  t h o u g h  o t h e r  A l t e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e 
C on s t i t u t i o n  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t h e  En d 
m e n t i o n ’d ;  t h e n  i t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  L a w f u l  f o r  y o u  t o 
Comply ,  so as  to come constant ly to Church, though 
t h e  A l t e r a t i o n s  w h i c h  y o u  m o s t  w i s h  b e  n o t  m a d e ; 
i .  e.  though in  so  do ing you mus t  go f a r ther  than 
yo u r  C o n s c i e n c e s  c o u l d  g i v e  L e a ve :  L e t  t h e ; 
ma t t e r  be  con s ide r ’d  a s  thu s  s t a t ed ,  and  I ’m pe r - 
f ec t ly  a t  a  lo s s  fo r  h i s  conc lu s ion ;  t h e r e f o r e  i t  c an - 
no t  b e  you r  Duty  t o  s epa ra t e  b e c au s e  th e s e  Al t e ra t i on s 
a r e  n o t  y e t  o b t a i n ’d .  T h a t  h e  m ay  s e e  t h e  we a k - 
ne s s  o f  h i s  A rgumen t ,  I ’ l l  s uppo s e  a  f ew  s e r i ou s 
C h r i s t i a n s ,  a t  t h e  B e g i n n i n g  o f  K .  E dwa r d  t h e 
S i x t h ’s  Re i gn ,  i n  t h e  Dawn ing  o f  t h e  Re fo r ma - 
t i o n  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d ,  t o  h ave  h a d  a n 
o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  a t t e n d i n g  o n  t h e  L a b o u r s  o f  a 
Mini s te r  o f  the  Refor m’d Rel ig ion,  a s  i t  ha s  s ince 
b e e n  s e t t l e d  i n  t h i s  L a n d ;  a n d  i f  I  m i s t a ke  n o t 
i t  w i l l  u p o n  s e a r c h  b e  f o u n d ,  t h a t  w h a t  h e  h a s 
s a id  wou ld  have  been  o f  a s  g re a t  fo rce  to  engage 
such Per sons  to  acquie sce  under  the  Popi sh  super- 
s t i t ions ,  a s  i t  can have to  induce the  Dis senter s  to 
re s t  s a t i s f y ’d  unde r  t h e  Un s c r i p t u r a l  Impo s i t i on s 
o f  the  p re sen t  Na t iona l  Cons t i tu t ion .  Le t  u s  sup- 
po s e  then  th a t  a  number  o f  s e r i ou s  Chr i s t i an s  a t 
t h e  t i m e  m e n t i o n ’d ,  a p p r e h e n d e d  i t  t h e i r  D u t y 
to  s epe r a t e  f rom the i r  Pa r i sh  Churche s ,  tha t  they
  might
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m i g h t  t h a t  way  p r e s s  t o w a r d s  a  f a r t h e r  R e f o r m a - 
t i o n  i n  E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  m a t t e r s  a s  n e c e s s a r y  i n  O rd e r 
t o  t h e  mo r e  g e n e r a l  r e a c h i n g  t h e  G r e a t  End s  o f  R e - 
l i g i o n .  ’T i s  que r y ’d  whe the r  t h e i r  P rocedu re  h ad 
been  wa r r an t ab l e ?  And  I  mu s t  need s  s ay,  I  t h ink 
u p o n  M r.  H o a d l y ’s  P r i n c i p l e s ,  t h e  A n swe r  mu s t 
h ave  b e e n  i n  t h e  N e g a t i ve .  Fo r  h e  m i g h t  w i t h 
equa l  Reason have  l a id  to  them,  a s  he  does  to  us : 
I f  y o u  c o u l d  u p o n  s o m e  A l t e r a t i o n s  h a v e  c o m p l y ’d , 
t h o u g h  o t h e r  A l t e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  C on d t i t u t i o n  w o u l d 
h a v e  b e e n  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  e n d  m e n t i o n ’d ;  t h e n  i t 
i s  c e r t a i n ly  Law fu l  f o r  you  t o  c omp ly,  t h ough  t h e  A l - 
t e r a t i o n s  w h i c h  y o u  m o s t  w i s h ,  b e  n o t  m a d e ;  a n d 
t h e r e f o r e  i t  c a n n o t  b e  y o u r  d u t y  t o  s e p a r a t e  b e c a u s e 
t h e s e  A l t e r a t i o n s  a r e  n o t  y e t  o b t a i n ’d .  F o r 
t h i s  A r g u m e n t  g o e s  n o  f a r t h e r,  t h a n  t h e  w a n t  o f 
s u c h  A l t e r a t o n s  a s  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t h e  m o r e 
g e n e r a l  r e a c h i n g  t h e  g r e a t  E n d s  o f  R e l i g i o n ;  a n d 
s u p p o s i n g  t h e  A l t e r a t i o n s  y o u  d e s i r e ,  t o  b e  s u c h ,  i t 
c anno t  b e  a c c oun t e d  by  you  n e c e s s a r y  t o  s e p a ra t e,  b e - 
c a u s e  t h e s e  a r e  n o t  m a d e ;  s i n c e  y o u  w o u l d  c o n f o r m 
i f  t h e s e  w e r e  a c c e p t e d ,  a n d  y e t  o t h e r s  o f  t h e  s a m e 
s o r t  w o u l d  c e r t a i n l y  b e  s t i l l  wa n t i n g.  Wha t e v e r  d e - 
p end s  s o  mu c h  upon  t h e  P rud en c e  and  Con t r i van c e  o f 
I m p e r f e c t ,  f a l l i b l e ,  s h o r t  s i g h t e d  c r e a t u r e s,  a s  t h e 
Con s t i t u t i on  o f  a  Na t i ona l  Chu r c h  d o t h ,  mu s t ,  w i t h - 
ou t  doub t ,  have  s ome  ma rk s  o f  t h e i r  impe r f e c t i on  upon 
i t ,  a n d  c a n n o t  b e  d e v i s ’d  s o  p e r f e c t ,  a n d  c o m - 
p l e  a t ,  t ha t  no th ing  c an  b e  added  t o  i t ,  wh i c h  may  b e 
t ru ly  s a i d  t o  b e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  th e  mo r e  g ene ra l  r e a c h ing 
t h e  g r e a t  End s  o f  Re l i g i on .  I t  c an  ha rd ly  b e  s uppo s ’d 
t h a t  s u c h  a  P e r f e c t i o n  c an  b e  a t t a i n ’d  i n  any  Chu r c h 
o n  E a r t h ,  t h a t  i t  m ay  b e  w i t h  t r u t h  a f f i r m ’d ,  t h a t 
n o t h i n g  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t h a t  e n d  i s  wan t i n g.  Mu c h  l e s s 
c a n  i t  b e  s u pp o s ’d ,  t h a t  s u c h  a  p e r f e c t i o n  c a n  b e  a t - 
t a i n ’d  i n  any  E s t a b l i s hmen t ,  t h a t  many  Pe r s on s  s h a l l 
n o t  Ima g i n e  many  n e c e s s a r y  t h i n g s  t o  b e  wan t i n g  i n 
i t ,  a n d  m a ny  t h i n g s  i n  i t  v e r y  mu c h  o u t  o f  o r d e r ,
  and
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a n d  v e r y  mu c h  a m i s s.  I f  t h i s  P l e a  t h e r e f o r e  b e  a d - 
mitted as suf f i c ient to just i fy a separat ion, a wide door is 
open’d to numerous and endless  Separat ions:  For as  long 
a s  Impe r f e c t i on  b e l ong s  t o  t h e  na tu r e  o f  Man,  s o  l ong 
wi l l  i t  be long to any Const i tut ions that  depend upon the 
P r u d e n c e  a n d  W i s d o m  o f  M a n .  T h i s  s h o u l d  i n d e e d 
b e  no  Ob j e c t i on  a ga in s t  t h e  mak ing  n ea r e r  and  n ea r e r 
a p p r o a c h e s  t o  P e r f e c t i o n ,  a g a i n s t  m a k i n g  a ny  s u c h 
A l t e r a t i o n s  a t  a ny  t i m e ,  a s  a r e  a p p a r e n t l y  f o r  t h e 
e n c r e a s i n g  t h e  b e a u t y  o f  a  Chu r c h ,  a n d  t e n d  t o  t h e 
m o r e  g e n e r a l  r e a c h i n g  t h e  g r e a t  e n d s  o f  R e l i g i o n ; 
b e c a u s e  i t  i s  c e r t a i n ly  t h e  Du t y  o f  e v e r y  Ch r i s t i a n , 
who  ha th  i t  i n  h i s  powe r,  t o  p r e s s  t owa rd s  tho s e  end s, 
a n d  t o  d o  a l l  l a w f u l  t h i n g s  t o w a r d s  t h e  c o m p a r i n g 
o f  t h em ,  a n d  t o  c o n s u l t  t h e  Hon ou r  o f  God  a n d  t h e 
Ch r i s t i a n  Chu r c h .  Bu t  t h en ,  s uppo s t n g  t h e s e  A l t e ra - 
t i o n s  n o t  ma d e,  bu t  r e s i s t e d ,  a n d  r e j e c t e d ,  t h i s  w i l l 
n o t  j u s t i f y  a  S epa ra t i o n ,  un l e s s  you  w i l l  l ay  i t  d own 
a s  a  g o o d  P r i n c i p l e ,  t h a t  S e p a r a t i o n  i s  n e c e s s a r y, 
w h e n e v e r  a  C h u r c h  i s  I m p e r f e c t ,  a n d  w i l l  n o t  a d - 
m i t  o f  s u c h  A m e n d m e n t s  a s  w e  t h i n k  n e c e s s a r y .  I f 
t h i s  so r t  o f  Language  have  any  fo rce  in  the  Ca se 
o f  our  Pres sent  Di senter s ,  I  can ’t  see  but  i t  would 
h ave  h ad  equa l  f o rc e  ag a in s t  t ho s e  who  we re  r a - 
t h e r  f o r  s i t t i ng  down  unde r  Re fo r m ’d  Pa s t o r s  i n 
t h e  b e g i nn i ng  o f  t h e  Re i gn  o f  K ing  Edwa rd  t h e 
S i x t h ,  t h an  f o r  g o i n g  t o  t h e i r  Pa r i s h  Chu rch e s , 
w h i c h  h a d  s o  m u c h  r e m a i n i n g  i m p u r i t y :  N a y 
i t  wo u l d  r a t h e r  h ave  b e e n  o f  g r e a t e r  f o r c e  i n 
t h e i r  C a s e ,  i n  a s  mu c h  a s  t h e  G ove r n m e n t  a p - 
p e a r ’d  t h e n  i n t e n t  u p o n  a  f a r t h e r  R e f o r m a t i o n , 
t o  wh i ch  t h e re  i s  n o t  now  t h e  l e a s t  i n c l i n a t i o n 
d i s c e r n i b l e .  And  i f  Mr.  Hoad ly ’s  P r i n c i p l e s  con - 
demn such  Per sons  a s  we l l  a s  u s ,  I  th ink  they  a re 
very fit to be re-examin’d.

Bu t  I  s h a l l  a d d ,  t h a t  whe re a s  h e  s e em s  t o  l ay 
con s i d e r a b l e  s t r e s s  upon  t h i s ,  t h a t  t h i s  A r g um en t 
g o e s  n o  f a r t h e r  t h an  t h e  wan t  o f  s u c h  A l t e r a t i o n s  a s
  are
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a r e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t h e  m o r e  g e n e r a l  r e a c h i n g  t h e  g r e a t 
e n d s  o f  R e l i g i o n ,  h e  m ay  w i t h o u t  s t r a i n i n g  ve r y 
we l l  s u p p o s e ,  t h a t  t h e  A l t e r a t i o n s  i n t e n d e d  a r e 
suppos ’d  to  be  in  Confor mi ty  to  the  sacred Scr ip- 
t u r e s .  A n d  t h o ’ ’t i s  t r u e  a s  h e  i n t i m a t e s ,  t h a t 
Peop le  may in  many ca se s  g round le s ly  imag in e  ma- 
ny  n e c e s s a r y  t h i n g s  wa n t i n g  i n  a  C h u r c h ;  ye t  m ay 
t h e re  b e  o t h e r  c a s e s  whe re  t h ey  may  b e  a b l e  t o 
p r ove  t h e  t r u t h  o f  t h e i r  S u p p o s i t i o n .  I f  t h i s 
Proof  be good,  he’d be hard put  to i t  to prove the 
S e p a r a t i o n  u n wa r r a n t a b l e  n a y,  o r  n o t  t o  b e  a 
D u t y :  A n d  t h o ’ t h e i r  P ro o f  b e  d e f e c t i ve ,  ye t  I 
s hou ld  app rehend  they  we re  bound  to  a c t  he re in 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  C o n s c i e n c e s ,  t i l l  a  f o u n d a - 
t i on  we re  l a i d  f o r  t h e i r  Conv i c t i on .  H i s  Ab su r - 
d i ty  which  he  cha rge s  npon u s ,  tha t  accord ing  to 
ou r  Not ion ,  we  c an ’t  c ommun i c a t e  w i t h  any  Chu r c h 
i n  t h e  Wo r l d ,  h a s  b e e n  a n swe r ’d  b e f o r e :  A n d  i t 
ha s  been a l so  shewn why we  don ’t  s epa ra t e  f r om ou r 
o w n  C h u r c h e s .  T h o ’ t h ey  a r e ,  i t  i s  t r u e ,  i m p e r - 
fec t ,  ye t  we a re  a t  l iber ty  to  keep them f ree  f rom 
un s c r i p t u r a l  Impo s i t i on s ;  a nd  may  b e  imp rov i ng 
in  our  con fo r mi ty  to  Sc r ip tu re,  wi thout  any  h in- 
d r ance  f rom our  Cons t i tu t ion ,  i f  we,  a re  bu t  du- 
l y  m ind fu l  o f  ou r  Du ty,  and  c a re f u l  t o  pu t  i t  i n 
Practice. 

As  for  our  s epa ra t ing  in  oppos i t i on  to - su c h  a s  th ink 
the Church so Per f e c t  as  to  s tand in need o f  no Amend- 
men t s ,  I  c an ’t  s ee  tha t  i t  i s  e i the r  so  unrea sonable 
o r  wi l d  a s  he  i s  w i l l i ng  to  have  i t  s uppo s ’d ,  p ro- 
v i d e d  i t  b e  t a ke n  r i g h t l y.  Fo r  n o t h i n g ’s  p l a i n e r 
t h a n  t h a t  w h i l e  m a ny  i n  t h e  C h u rc h  h ave  b e e n 
a l l  a l o n g  w i l l i n g  f o r  A l t e r a t i o n s  a n d  A m e n d - 
men t s ,  t h e re  h ad  ye t  b e en  a  s t rong  F a c t i on  t h a t 
h a s  s t i l l  oppo s ’d .  Whe the r  t h ey  d i d  i t ;  a s  t h i nk - 
i n g  t h e  C h u r c h  n e e d s  n o  A m e n d m e n t s ,  o r  a s 
t h i n k i n g  t h e  A m e n d m e n t s  p ro p o s ’d  n e e d l e s s ,  i s 
no t  ve r y  ma t e r i a l :  Tho ’ t h e  f o r me r  s e em s  t o  u s
  the
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t h e  n a t u r a l  L angu ag e  o f  t h e  pompou s  Commen- 
d a t i on s  c on t i nu a l l y  g iven  t o  t h e i r  Con s t i t u t i on , 
w i th  a l l  i t s  Fo r ms ,  Ce remon ie s ,  and  Appcndage s ; 
and  o f  t h e  Con t emp t  w i th  wh i ch  t ho s e  a re  con- 
t i nu a l l y  t r e a t e d  t h a t  move  f o r  A l t e r a t i on s .  Now 
a l l  t h a t  i s  mean t  by  s epa r a t i ng  f rom the  Church , 
i n  oppo s i t i on  t o  t h i s  F a c t i on ,  i s  on l y  t h i s .  Tha t 
we  t h i n k  o u r  s e l ve s  o b l i g ’d  t o  l e t  t h e m  s e e ,  by 
our  f i r m adherence  to  our  Pr inc ip le  o f  the  neces- 
s i t y  o f  a  more  s c r i p tu r a l  Re fo r ma t i on ,  t h a t  i t  i s 
a  va i n  t h i ng  f o r  t h em  t o  e xpe c t  we  s hou l d  eve r 
f a l l  in  wi th  them,  whi le  they s t and upon the  Bot- 
t om o f  an  unp roven  Powe r  t o  d e c r e e  k i t e s  a nd  Ce - 
r e m o n i e s ;  t h e  f a n c y ’d  R i g h t  t o  w h i c h  Powe r  i s 
t h a t  w h i c h  bu oy s  t h e m  u p  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  a l l 
m o t i o n s  f o r  a n y  A l t e r a t i o n s .  We  d o n ’ t  s e p a - 
r a t e  f rom the  Church  b e c au s e  t h e r e  a r e  Men  o f  l i t - 
t l e  J u d g m e n t  a n d  s t r o n g  Pa s s i o n s  i n  i t ,  o r  b e c a u s e 
t h e r e  a r e  w e ak  .  Men  and  Men  gu i l t y  o f  E r r o r s  t h a t 
h o l d  Commun i o n  w i t h  i t :  Bu t  b e i ng  conv in c ’d  we 
o u g h t  t o  c o m e  n e a r e r  t o  S c r i p t u r e ,  we  a r e  t h e 
more  con f i r m’d  in  do ing  i t  a s  we  can ,  in  our  s e - 
p a r a t e  C o n g r e g a t i o n s ,  b y  o u r  o b s e r v i n g  t h e 
s t rong  p reva l en ce  o f  t h a t  F a c t i on  i n  t h e  Chu rch 
wh i ch  i s  a g a i n s t  Amendmen t s ,  wh i c h  h a s  s o  f a r 
g o t t e n  t h e  a t t e n d a n t ,  a s  t o  m a ke  a  f a r t h e r  R e - 
f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h e  C h u r c h  h o p e l e s s ,  u n l e s s  t h ey 
should  be  neces s i t a ted  to  i t ,  in  order  to  the  com- 
m o n  S a f e t y.  S o  t h a t  t h e  G e n t l e m a n  h av i n g  i n 
t h i s  r e s p e c t  m i s t a k e n  o u r  r e a l  s e n s e ,  w h a t  h e 
men t i on s  a s  t o  ou r  s ep a r a t e  Chu rche s  by  way  o f 
p a r a l l e l ,  p l a i n l y  a p p e a r s  u t t e r l y  f o r e i g n  t o  t h e 
purpose.

We l l  t h en ,  l e t  u s  s e e ,  i n  s ho r t ,  how  t h e  ma t - 
t e r  s t a n d s .  M r .  H o a d l y  d e c l a r e s ,  t h a t  t h e r e  n e - 
v e r  wa s,  i s,  o r  w i l l  b e ,  a  N a t i o n a l  C o n s t i t u t i o n  s o 
p e r f e c t ,  bu t  t h a t  s om e t h i n g  may  b e  a dd e d  t o  i t ,  a n d 
s o m e t h i n g  n e c e s s a r y  t o  a  m o r e  g e n e r a l  r e a c h i n g  t h e
  great
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g r e a t  e n d s  o f  R e l i g i o n .  I  a n swe r ;  Fo r  my  p a r t  I 
c an  s e e  no  va l u ab l e  end  t h a t  c an  be  a im ’d  a t  by 
a ny  s u c h  N a t i o n a l  E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  a s 
shou ld  h inder  pa r t i cu l a r  Churche s  f rom any  th ing 
to  wh i ch  they  inc l i ne  i n  o rde r  to  a  g re a t e r  con- 
f o r m i t y  t o  S c r i p t u re .  A n d  l e t  bu t  t h e  C o n s t i t u - 
t i o n  l e ave  t h a t  l i b e r t y,  a nd  l e t  e a ch  Chu rch  d i s - 
ch a r g e  t h e i r  Du ty  w i t h  D i l i g ence  and  Ca re,  and 
y e t  w i t h  Te m p e r  a n d  M o d e r a t i o n ;  l e t  e a c h 
Church  make  the  Sc r i p tu re  the i r  Ru le  and  S t an- 
d a rd  r a t h e r  t h a n  a ny  h u m a n e  D ev i c e s  l e t  t h e s e 
C h u r c h e s  h ave  a  d u e  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i t h  a l l 
t h e  C h u rc h e s  i n  t h e  L a n d ;  l e t  t h e  C iv i l  M a g i - 
s t r a t e  du l y  d i s c oun t en an c e  a nd  pun i s h  V i c e  a nd 
I m m o r a l i t y ;  a n d  I  c a n ’t  s e e  h ow  a n y  t h i n g  i s 
wan t i n g  wh i c h  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t h e  mo r e  g en e ra l  r e a c h - 
i n g  t h e  g r e a t  e n d s  o f  R e l i g i o n ,  u n l e s s  t h e  s a c r e d 
S c r i p t u r e s  a r e  d e f e c t i ve  i n  p o i n t  o f  D i r e c t i o n . 
But ,  s ay s  Mr.  Hoad ly  to  th i s ,  I  have  s e en  and  hea rd 
t o o  mu c h  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  a nd  e v i l  c o n f e r e n c e s  o f  S e p a - 
ra t i o n ,  t o  g i v e  s u c h  an  e n c ou ra g emen t  t o  i t  a s  i s  i n - 
e l u d e d  i n  t h i s  A r g u m e n t .  ’ T i s  r e p l y ’d ;  T h a t 
when  the re  a re  Con sequence s  t h a t  d e s e r ve  t o  be 
c o n s i d e r ’d  o n  b o t h  s i d e s ,  ’t i s  n o t  t h e  p a r t  o f  a 
wise  Man to conf ine himse l f  to those on one hand 
only.

I n  o r d e r  t o  t h e  p a s s i n g  a  r i g h t  j u d g m e n t  i n 
s u ch  a  c a s e ,  I  t h i nk  ou r  way  wou l d  b e  t h i s :  To 
compa re  toge the r  t he  Con sequence s  o f  a  Sepa r a - 
t ion in  order  to  a  neare r  confor mi ty  to  Scr ip ture, 
a n d  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  a  f o r c i b l e  c o m p l i a n c e 
w i t h  a  f i x ’d  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h o s e 
who a re  f i r mly  pe r suaded ,  tha t  by  f a l l ing  in  wi th 
i t ,  t h ey  s h o u l d  u n d u l y  u p h o l d  u n s c r i p t u r a l  I m - 
p o s i t i o n s .  A n d  I  t h i n k  I  m ay  b e  b o l d  t o  s a y. 
Tha t  t h e  Con s equence s  t h a t  n a tu r a l l y  a r i s e  f rom 
f o r c i n g  Pe o p l e  i n t o  away  a n d  m e t h o d  o f  Wo r - 
s h i p  wh i ch  t h ey  app rehend  l e s s  a g re e ab l e  t o  t h e
 L Mind
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M i n d  a n d  Wi l l  o f  G o d ,  a r e  f a r  wo r s e  t h a n  c a n 
w i th  any  j u s t i c e  b e  ch a r g ’d  on  a  l i b e r t y  t o  keep 
by  t h em s e l ve s  i n  a  way  a nd  m e t h o d  o f  Wo r s h i p 
which  they  e s t eem more  ag reeable  to  Rea son  and 
S c r i p t u re .  By  u s i n g  t h i s  l i b e r t y,  wh i ch  we  con - 
ce ive  a l l  Men  have  a  r i gh t  to,  we  don ’t  c o n t ra d i c t 
a n d  r e s i s t  o u r  B r e t h r e n  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  P e a c e  a n d 
U n i t y ;  ( t h a t ’s  o n l y  a n  i nv i d i o u s  P h r a s e  t o  s e r ve 
a  t u r n )  bu t  we  a r e  r e a d y  t o  c u l t i va t e  P e a c e  a n d 
Un i o n  w i t h  ou r  B re t h ren ,  w i t hou t  en s l av i ng  ou r 
Consc iences ,  and are  ready to  go a s  f a r  wi th them 
a s  we  c a n  h ave  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  b e a r i n g  u s  c o m - 
p any ;  and  t he re  t h ey  mu s t  excu s e  u s  i f  we  l e ave 
t hem.  In  t he  mean t ime,  wh i l e  we  a re  engag ’d  i n 
p r e s s ing  a  fa r th e r  Re fo rma t i on ,  many of  us  can com- 
munica te  Occa s iona l l y  wi th  any  Church  tha t  ha th 
not  Ido la t r y  in  i t s  Wor sh ip ;  and s t a ted ly  wi th  any 
Church that  makes  no unscr iptura l  Ter ms of  Com- 
mun ion  and  t h a t  i s  no t  h i nde r ’d  f rom re f o r m ing 
i t  s e l f  in  confor mi ty  to  Scr ip ture,  by  a  sub jec t ion 
to  a  p re t ended  Power  o f  impos ing  Ri t e s  and  Ce- 
remonies.

U p o n  t h e  w h o l e  t h e n ;  s i n c e  t h o ’ w e  a n d  o u r 
People  might  cont inue in the  Communion o f  the  Church 
o f  Eng l and ,  wi thou t  t h i nk in g  i t  s o  p e r f e c t  a s  t o  n e ed 
n o  A m e n d m e n t s ;  y e t  we  c a n ’t  s e e  h ow  we  c a n 
en t i re l y  f a l l  i n  w i th  i t ,  w i thou t  suppor t ing  tho se 
w h o  h ave  o p p o s ’d  A m e n d m e n t s ,  w h e n  t h e  m o s t 
f i t t i n g  Oppo r t un i t i e s  f o r  t h em h ave  o f f e r ’d ;  a nd 
tha t  way  in  e f f ec t  fo r s ak ing  the  Cause  we a re  en- 
g a g ’d  i n ;  S i n c e  t h e  M o d e r a t e  N o n c o n f o r m i s t s , 
t h o ’ t h ey  h a v e  n o t  a t t a i n ’d  t o  P e r f e c t i o n ,  ( w h i c h 
i t  wo u l d  b e  a  va i n  t h i n g  f o r  a ny  t o  p re t e n d  t o 
h e re  b e l ow )  h ave  ye t  e s c a p ed  many  o f  t h e  I r re - 
g u l a r i t i e s  a n d  D i s o r d e r s ,  w h i c h  h ave  a l l  a l o n g 
been  mos t  j u s t l y  comp l a in ’d  o f  i n  the  Church  o f 
Eng l a n d ;  a nd  a re  mo re  con fo r mab l e  t o  t h e  Ru l e 
o f  S c r i p t u r e  i n  s u n d r y  t h i n g s  t h a n  t h ey :  S i n c e
  the
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the  s epa r a t ing  f rom such  a  Church  a s  our s  in  o r - 
d e r  t o  a  f a r t h e r  R e f o r m a t i o n ,  i s  s o  f a r  f ro m  a 
d o i n g  e v i l  t h a t  g o o d  m ay  c o m e ,  a s  t o  b e  a n  a c t 
wh ich  when  done  con sc i en t iou i l y,  i s  h igh ly  p l e a - 
l i ng ,  to  God :  And  s ince  i t  i s  o f  two  Ev i l s  a  c h o o - 
s i n g  t h e  l e a s t ;  i n a smuch  a s  i t  i s  a  f a r  l e s t  Ev i l  t o 
s e p a r a t e  f rom  a  Chu rch  f i x ’d  on  an  un s c r i p t u r a l 
B o t t o m ,  w h e r e i n ,  a f t e r  s o  l o n g  wa i t i n g ,  t h e r e 
appea r s  l i t t l e  o f  no  hope  o f  Amendmen t ,  t h an  i t 
i s  f o r  Men  t o  s i n  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  Con s c i e n c e s ,  by 
c o n s t a n t l y  c o m mu n i c a t i n g  w i t h  i t ,  t o  t h e  h i n - 
d r a n c e  o f  t h e i r  own  Pu r i t y,  g re a t e r  Con f o r m i t y 
to  the  Sc r ip tu re  Ru le,  and  Chr i s t i an  Ed i f i c a t ion ; 
S i n c e  t h e  Me t h o d  w e  h a v e  t a k e n  h a t h  rende r ’d  u s 
D i s s e n t e r s  m o re  f r e e  f ro m  u n wa r r a n t a b l e  I m p o - 
s i t ions ,  and  more  ag reeable  to  the  Rule  o f  Sc r ip- 
t u re  t h an  we  cou l d  o t h e rw i s e  h ave  b e en ;  a nd  a t 
the  s ame t ime ha th  the  d i rec te s t  t endency to  pro- 
mote  a  more  genera l  Ref r maot ion,  o f  any Method 
we  cou ld  have  t aken :  And  l a s t l y,  S ince  the re  may 
be  ju s t  g round fo r  Sepa ra t ing  f rom a  Church  tha t 
i s  incurably  fond o f  unsc r ip tura l  impos i t ions ,  tho ’ 
there  be  not  f rom a  Church tha t  leaves  a l l  in  pos- 
s e s s ion  o f  tha t  l ibe r ty,  to  which  our  B le s sed  Lord 
h a t h  g i ve n  h i s  Fo l l owe r s  a n  u n d o u b t e d  R i g h t : 
These  th ing s  be ing  c l ea r,  I  th ink  i t  i s  su f f i c i en t ly 
ev i d en t ,  t h a t  t h e  hone s t  Peop l e  who  a dh e r ’d  t o 
the e jec ted Mini s ter s ,  in  pur su i t  o f  the Cause  of  a 
f a r t h e r  R e f o r m a t i o n ,  a c t e d  n o t  w i t h o u t  g o o d 
reason.

I  m u s t  c o n f e s s ,  f o r  my  p a r t ,  I  c a n ’t  s e e  b u t 
t h a t  no tw i t h s t a nd i ng  a ny  t h i n g  Mr.  Hoad ly  h a t h 
a l l edg ’d  in  h i s  Verbo se  Re f l ec t ion s ,  i t  wa s  a  ve r y 
Ju s t i f i ab l e  Rea son  ( among seve ra l  o the r s )  fo r  p r i - 
va t e  C h r i s t i a n s  i n  16 6 2 ,  t o  a d h e re  t o  t h e i r  o l d 
Min i s t e r s ,  t h a t  t h ey  s hou l d  t h i s  way  b e  p re s s i n g 
t owa rd s  t h a t  f a r t h e r  Re f o r ma t i on ,  wh i c h  i t  wa s 
t o  any  way s  ev i den t  wa s  s o  nece s s a r y.  Nor  c an  I
 L 2 discern
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d i s c e r n  bu t  th a t  t he  Argumen t  i s  t o  th i s  d ay  co- 
gent ;  and the  more  so,  in  tha t  we have  s ince  then 
h ad  a  f re sh  ev idence  upon  the  l a t e  g l o r i ou s  Re- 
vo l u t i o n ,  o f  t h e  b a c k wa rd n e s s  o f  t h e  d i g n i f y ’d 
C l e r g y  t o  a ny  s u c h  R e f o r m a t i o n .  S o  t h a t  i f  a l l 
s h o u l d  a c q u i e s c e  i n  t h i n g s  a s  t h ey  n ow  a r e ,  i t 
would be utterly hopeless in any time to come,

A n o t h e r  R e a s o n  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  g i ve n  by  t h e 
Peop le  fo r  the i r  Nonconfor mi ty  to  the  Church  o f 
E n g l a n d ,  u p o n  t h e  A l t e r a t i o n  i n  16 6 2 ,  i s  t h i s : 
Find in g  t h a t  i t  wa s  t h e  Du ty  o f  t h e i r  Min i s t e r s,  t h o ’ 
s i l e n c ’d  by  t h e  Ma g i s t r a t e s,  t o  c o n t i n u e  i n  t h e  e xe r - 
c i f e  o f  t h e i r  M in i s t r y,  t h e y  w e r e  c o n v i n c ’d  t h e y  w e r e 
o b l i g ’d  t h e r e i n  t o  s u p p o r t  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  t h e m .  To 
w h i c h  M r .  H o a d l y  t h u s  r e p l i e s :  I f  ( s a y s  h e )  I 
h a v e  b e f o r e  s h e w n ,  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  t h e  D u t y  o f  t h e 
D i s s e n t i n g  M i n i s t e r s  t o  c o n t i n u e  i n  t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f 
t h e i r  M i n i s t r y,  t h e n  i t  w i l l  f o l l o w,  t h a t  t h e  P e o p l e 
a r e  no t  t h e r e in  ob l i g ’d  t o  suppo r t  and  en c ou ra g e  t h em . 
W h i c h  b e i n g  f r e e l y  g r a n t e d  h i m ,  I  h o p e  I  m ay 
by  a  p a r i t y  o f  Rea son  be  a l l ow ’d  to  s ay ;  Tha t  i f 
I  h ave  b e f o re  s h ewn ,  t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  Du t y  o f  t h e 
Dis sent ing Mini s ter s  to cont inue in the exerc i se  of 
t he i r  Min i s t r y,  t hen  i t  w i l l  f o l l ow,  th a t  t he  Peo- 
p l e  a re  t he re in  ob l i g ’d  t o  suppo r t  and  encou r age 
t h e m .  A n d  w h e t h e r  I  h ave  s h ew n  t h i s  o r  n o,  I 
am a s  f re e  a s  he  c an  be  to  l e ave  to  o the r s .  Tho ’ 
I ’ l l  g r an t ,  a s  h e  s ay s .  Tha t  s u p p o s i n g  t h i s  Con c l u - 
s i on  i s  ju s t ly  d rawn,  ye t  i f  t h e  P ropo r t i on  on  wh i c h  i t 
d e p end s  b e  n o t  t r u e,  i t  mu s t  fa l l  w i t h  i t ;  ye t  hav ing 
be fo re  p rov ’d  t he  P r o p o r t i o n  whence  t h i s  Con c l u - 
s i on  i s  drawn to  be  t r ue,  I  am now ready to  prove 
th a t  Con c l u s i o n  j u s t l y  d r awn ;  s o  t h a t  bo th  P r o p o - 
s i t i o n  a nd  Con c l u s i o n  s t a nd  t oge the r  on  t h e  Bo t - 
t om o f  Tr u th ,  wh i ch  i s  s u f f i c i en t l y  a b l e  t o  s up - 
port them.
  But
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B u t  h e  o b j e c t s  t h i s  way  o f  A r g u i n g  i s  f u l l  o f 
fa l l a cy .  I  can only  say,  that  when that  i s  ev idenc’d , 
I  f r e e l y  a g r e e  t h a t  i t  b e  d i s c a rd e d ;  bu t  n o t  t i l l 
t h en .  To  p rove  i t ,  h e  t hu s  b e s p e ak s  t h e  E j e c t e d 
M i n i s t e r s :  I f  t h e  P e o p l e  b e  n o t  o n  o t h e r  A c c o u n t s 
o b l i g ’d  t o  a t t e n d  u p o n  y o u r  M i n i s t r a t i o n s,  y o u  c a n - 
n o t  s ay  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  o b l i g ’d  t o  i t  m e r e ly  t o  s u p p o r t 
a n d  E n c o u r a g e  y o u ;  n o r  w o u l d  t h e y  e v e r  d o  i t  f o r 
that  r eason only.  And i f  they be not  obl ig ’d to  i t  mere ly 
t o  s u p p o r t  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  y o u ,  t h e n  t h i s  A r g u m e n t 
s i g n i f y s  n o t h i n g  t o  t h e i r  J u s t i f i c a t i o n .  Nay  you  know 
that they do, and always did attend upon you on other Ac- 
counts, and you know that they are wor thy of  blame i f  i t 
w e r e  o t h e rw i s e .  Le t  any  Man  Judge  s ay  I ,  whe the r 
t h i s  o r  t he  o the r,  b e  the  more  f a l l a c i o u s  A r gu i n g . 
I t  wa s  no t  p re t ended  t h e  Peop l e  we re  ob l i g ’d  t o 
a t tend the Labour s  of  the Ejected Mini s ter s ,  meer ly 
t o  s u p p o r t  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  t h e m ;  a n d  f o r  t h a t  R e a - 
s on  on ly .  I t  i s  he re  suppo s ’d  tha t  they  had  re a son 
t o  va l u e  t h e i r  L abou r s ,  by  wh i ch  t h ey  h ad  p ro - 
f i t ed ;  and  tha t  they  were  conv inc ’d  o f  the  Ju s t i ce 
of the cause for which they suffer’d; which was that 
o f  a dhe r i ng  t o  a  mo re  S c r i p t u r a l  R e f o r ma t i o n  a nd 
t h a t  t h ey  we r e  c o nv i n c ’d  o f  t h e i r  ow n  o b l i g a - 
t i o n  t o  E n g a g e ,  i n  t h e  s a m e  C a u s e :  T h i s  b e i n g 
evidenc’d, in conjunction with the Obligation of the 
Mini s te r s  to  conunue the i r  Labour s  a s  oppor tuni ty 
offer’d, it  neecessary fol lows, that al l  thus per swaded 
were bound so f a r  to  suppo r t  and en cou rage  them ,  a s 
to g ive them an oppor tunity of Exercis ing their Mi- 
n i s t r y,  by  a t t end ing  che a r f u l l y  on  t he i r  L abou r s ; 
aye  and  to  ma in t a i n  t hem too,  a s  t hey  were  ab l e ; 
w h i c h  i s  a  C o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h a t  d e s e r ve s  a  Pa r t i - 
cu la r  P lace  in  the i r  Case,  who wi th  the i r  Fami l ie s 
were  sought  to  be  beggard  and s t a r v ’d  by  those  in 
Powe r.  A l l  t h i s  h a s  b e en  b e f o re  c on s i d e r ’d ,  a n d 
and  ’t i s  f a l l a c i o u s  he re  to  exc lude  i t ;  and  to  ha r p 
u p o n  b a r e  s u p p o r t  a n d  e n c o u r a g e m e n t ,  w h e re  t h e
 L 3 stress
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s t r e s s  wa s  n o t  l a i d ,  s e p a r a t e l y  f r o m  t h e  o t h e r 
C o n s i d e r a t i o n s .  T h o u g h  t h e  Pe o p l e  we r e  s u p - 
po s s ’d  t o  a t t e n d  u p o n  t h e i r  M i n i s t e r s  o n  o t h e r  A c - 
c o u n t s,  a n d  w e r e  t o  b l am e  i f  i t  w e r e  o t h e rw i s e ,  ye t 
s t i l l  the i r  suppo r t i n g  and  en c ou ra g ing  them i s  i t  s e l f 
a  D u t y,  i f  t h ey  f o u n d  r e a s o n  t o  C o n c l u d e  t h a t 
t h e  C a u s e  w h i c h  t h ey  s u f f e rd  f o r  wa s  j u s t ,  a n d 
t h a t  t h ey  we r e  o b l i g ’d  t o  s t a n d  by  t h a t  C a u s e . 
Though t h e i r  Publ i c k  Min i s t a t i on s  we r e  no t  ab s o lu t e , 
’ i t s  t r ue,  but  bore  a  Rela t ion to  the  Peop le,  ye t  I 
h o p e  i f  i t  c a n  b e  m a d e  a p p e a r ,  t h a t  t h e  Pe o p l e 
we re  o b l i g ’d  t o  g i ve  t h e m  t h a t  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r 
e xe r c i s i n g  t h e i r  M i n i s t r y,  w h i c h  t h ey,  w h e n  i t 
o f f e r ’d ,  were  bound to  embrace,  i t  may  pa s s  fo r  a 
ve r y  good  Rea son ,  why  they  d id  g ive  them such 
a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  i t ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e  t h i n g  h e r e 
a i m ’d  a t .  T h o u g h  t h e  E j e c t e d ,  c o u l d  n o t  p r o v e  a 
Ne c e s s i t y  upon  t h ems e l ve s  t o  Min i s t e r,  bu t  upon  sup - 
po s i t i on  o f  the  Nec e s s i t y s  o f  the  Peop l e,  and  the i r  r ea - 
d ine s s  t o  wa i t  upon them ;  for  no Man can be bound 
to  wha t  i s  impos s ib l e :  Ye t  i t  doe s  no t  fo l low bu t 
i t  m i g h t  b e  t h e  D u t y  o f  t h o s e  a m o n g  t h e  Pe o - 
p l e ,  t h a t  we r e  c o nv i n c ’d  o f  t h e  J u s t i c e  o f  t h e 
Cause they were engag’d in, to be ready to wai t  upon 
t h em ,  a s  h e  e xp re s s e s  i t ;  o r  r a t h e r  t o  g ive  t h em 
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e xe r c i s e  t h e i r  M i n i s t r y ;  w h i c h 
i s  t h e  t h i n g  h e r e  u n d e r  C o n s i d e r a t i o n .  H a d  a l l 
t h e  I nh ab i t a n t s  o f  t h e  L and  i nd e ed  t h o u g h t  t h e i r 
ne c e s s i t i e s  fu l ly  supp ly ’d  in  o the r  ways ;  and so  tur n ’d 
thei r  backs  upon the Ejected Mini s ter s ,  t i s  g ranted 
t h ey  h a d  no t  b e en  ob l i g ’d  t o  p re a c h  i n  P u b l i c k 
t o  B a r e  Wa l l s :  B u t  h a d  t h o s e  Pe r s o n s  s l i g h t e d 
a n d  d i s ow n ’d  t h e m ,  w h o  we re  c o nv i n c ’d  o f  t h e 
Ju s t i ce  o f  the i r  Cause,  and  who were  hea r t i l y  en- 
gag ’d  in  the  s ame Cause  o f  a  f a r ther  Refor mat ion 
in opposit ion to the design of Perpetuating unscr ip- 
t u r a l  I m p o s i t i o n s ,  h a d  t h e s e  Pe r s o n s  r e f u s ’d  t o 
hea r  the  E j ec t ed  Min i s t e r s ,  wh i l e  they  were  w i l -
  ling
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l i n g  t o  p r e a c h  i f  t h ey  h a d  bu t  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y, 
t h e y  h a d  n o t  d i s c h a r g ’d  t h e i r  D u t y.  F o r  t h e y 
were  in  th i s  Ca se  ob l i g ’d  to  s uppo r t  and  en c ou ra g e 
t h e m :  a n d  t h e  G e n t l e m a n s  A r g u m e n t  a g a i n s t  i n 
I s  s o  a b s t r u s e ,  t h a t  I  mu s t  c on f e s s  I ’m  a t  a  l o s s 
f o r  t h e  f o r c e  o f  i t .  Fo r  h a d  a l l  t h e  Pe o p l e  o f 
E n g l a n d  r e f u s ’d  t o  h e a r  t h e  s i l e n c ’d  M i n i s t e r s , 
a n d  s o  i n c a p a c i t a t e d  t h e m  t o  b o l d  o n  i n  t h e i r 
Mini s t r y,  i t  i s  not  pre tended,  tha t  th i s  would  have 
hindred them from what they were oblig’d to do: For 
it is own’d their Readiness to Minister was the whole 
o f  the i r  Duty.  Bu t  s t i l l  t ho se  Peop l e  mus t  f a i l  i n 
the i r  Duty,  who tho’ Sens ible  they were  obl ig ’d  to 
oppose the unscr iptura l  Imposi t ions of  the Church, 
s h o u l d  r e f u s e  t o  a t t e n d  o n  t h e  L a b o u r s  o f  t h e 
s i l e n c ’d  M in i s t e r s ,  und e r  whom t h ey  m i gh t  A c - 
co rd i ng  t o  t h e i r  d e s i re  h ave  h ad  t h e  Ord in ance s 
o f  God f ree  f rom such Impos i t ions ,  and  accord ing 
t o  t h e  Or i g i n a l  s e t t l emen t .  And  t h i s  Mr.  Hoad ly 
has unhappily overlook’d.

B u t  t o  g o  o n :  T h a t  i f  t h e  P e o p l e  t h o u g h t  t h e i r 
Ne c e s s i t y s  c o u l d  b e  b e t t e r  s u pp ly ’d  by  o t h e r s  t h an  by 
t h e s e  s i l e n c ’d  M i n i s t e r s,  t h e y  o u g h t  t o  f o l l o w  t h o s e 
o t h e r s ,  i s  g r a n t e d :  B u t  h ow  i t  t h e n c e  f o l l ow s , 
t h a t  t h ey  who  f ound  Rea son  p e cu l i a r l y  t o  va l u e 
the Labour s  o f  those  Mini s ter s  ought  to tur n the i r 
b a c k s  u p o n  t h e m ;  o r  t h a t  t h ey  w h o  we re  u p o n 
P r i n c i p l e  H e a r t y  i n  t h e  s a m e  C a u s e  w i t h  t h e m 
we r e  no t  o b l i g ’d  t o  a t t end  upon  th em in  o rd e r  t o  sup - 
p o r t  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  t h e m  i n  t h e i r  D u t y ,  I  c a n t 
I m a g i n e .  M r .  H o a d l y  e n t r e a t e s  t h e m  t o  t h i n k  o f 
t h i s ,  b u t  I  p ro f e s s  I  s e e  n o t  t o  w h a t  p u r p o s e . 
W hy  m i g h t  t h e y  n o t  d e a l  f a i r l y  i n  t h u s  C a u s e , 
w i thou t  be ing  ob l i g ’d  t o  d eny  e i the r  t h e  on e  o r  t h e 
o t h e r ?  f o r  w h y  m i g h t  i t  n o t  b e  t h e  D u t y  o f 
tho se  among  t h e  P eop l e  who were  Hea r ty  in  the i r 
Cause  to  suppo r t  and  en cou rage  these  Mini s te r s ;  and 
ye t  i t  b e  a l l o wa b l e  n ay  a n d  t h e i r  D u t y  t o o  t o  g o
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wh e r e  A c co rd i ng  t o  t h e i r  App rehen s i on  t h e i r  n e - 
c e s s i t i e s  c o u l d  b e s t  b e  s u pp ly ’d ?  whe re ’s  t he  i ncon- 
s i s t e n c e ?  T h o u g h  i t  we r e  a l l o w a b l e  f o r  t h e m  t o 
h a ve  l e f t  t h e s e  M in i s t e r s,  i n  o rd e r  t o  h a ve  t h e i r  Ne - 
c e s s i t i e s  b e t t e r  s u p p l y ’d ;  ye t  c e r t a i n l y  w h e n  t h ey 
s aw  n o  s u c h  P ro s p e c t  e l s ew h e re ,  a n d  h a d  b o t h - 
Re a s on  p e cu l i a r l y  t o  va l u e  t h e i r  L a bou r s  t h em- 
selves,  and to adhere to the Cause they were engag- 
’d  in ;  Cer ta in ly  I  say  in  such a  Case,  (which i s  no 
o t h e r  t h a n  w h a t  i s  h e r e  s u p p o s ’d  i f  M r.  H o a d ly 
would but  have  obser v ’d  i t )  i t  might  be  t h e i r  Duty 
t o  s u p p o r t  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  t h e m  by  t h e i r  A t t e n d a n c e 
u p o n  t h e m ,  w i t h o u t  a n y  t h e  l e a s t  i n c o n s i s t e n c e . 
S o  t h a t  t h e r e  a p p e a r s  n o  r e a s o n  e i t h e r  t o  R e - 
l i n q u i s h  t h i s  A r g u m e n t ,  o r  t o  g i v e  u p  t h a t  P o - 
p u l a r  P l e a  o f  E d i f i c a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  n a t u r a l  R i g h t 
o f  e v e r y  M a n  t o  c h o o s e  h i s  o w n  P a s t o r :  F o r 
t h ey  a r e  e a s i l y  r e c o n c i l ’d .  T h e  Pe o p l e  t h a t  a d - 
h e r ’d  t o  t h e  s i l e n c ’d  Min i s t e r s ,  d i d  bo th  choo s e 
the i r  own Pa s to r s ,  and  they  chose  those  fo r  such , 
unde r  whom th ey  a pp rehended  t h ey  s hou l d  b e s t 
ed i f y ;  and  f ind ing  them so  we l l  qua l i f y ’d  fo r  s e r - 
v i c e ,  a nd  eng ag ’d  i n  s o  good  a  Cau s e  a s  t h a t  o f 
p romot ing  a  f a r t he r  Re fo r ma t ion ,  t hey  we re  ob- 
l i g ’d  t o  e n c o u r a g e  a n d  s u p p o r t  t h e m  i n  t h e i r 
Duty.

Fa r the r,  though the  E jec ted  Min i s t e r s  and  the i r 
succe s sor s  too,  a re  perhaps  a s  much concer n ’d  fo r 
the  Nat ion we be long to,  a s  our  Brethren;  yet  can 
we  no t ,  a s  ma t t e r s  now s t and ,  t h i nk  i t  wou l d  b e  a 
v e r y  c o n s i d e ra b l e  Happ i n e s s  t o  i t ,  d i d  a l l  t h e  P e o p l e 
c o n s t a n t l y  a t t e n d  u p o n  t h e  P u b l i c k  Wo r s h i p  i n  t h e 
E s t a b l i s h e d  C h u r c h :  F o r  i t  w o u l d  i n  o u r  a p - 
prehens ion e f f ec tua l ly  obs t r uc t  any  f a r ther  Refor- 
m a t i o n .  T h o u g h  we  p r e t e n d  n o t  i t  w o u l d  e n - 
d a n g e r  t h e i r  S a l va t i o n ,  ye t  we  a r e  we l l  s a t i s f y ’d 
i t  would in the cafe of  many, much hinder  the i r  own 
Edification nay which is more as we can judge, it would
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p. 146. 



Part III. Moderate Non-Conformity [153]153

b e  s o  f a r  f rom  b e i n g  a  m i g h t y  a d va n t a g e ,  t h a t  i t 
would be a considerable damage, to the Chr istian Reli- 
gion and the Protestant Cause ;  it would obstrust Scr ip- 
ture  Pur i ty,  under  the  Pre tence  o f  promot ing Love 
and  Un i t y ,  wh ich  ye t  wou ld  no t  rece ive  any  such 
advance  f rom thence  a s  i s  a t  a  d i s t ance  pre tended. 
Though  t h e re f o re  t h i s  A rgumen t  t a l k s  o f  s u p p o r t 
a n d  e n c o u r a g e m e n t ,  w h i c h  we  t h i n k  we  m ay  i n 
t h e  g e n e r a l  c l a i m  a n d ;  e x p e c t  f ro m  t h o s e  t h a t 
a r e  c o nv i n c ’d  o u r  C a u s e  i s  j u s t ,  ye t  we  a r e  f a r 
f rom  p u t t i n g  i t  i n t o  t h e  b a l l a n c e  a g a i n s t  a  P u b l i c k 
g o o d .  Fo r  we  l ook  upon  t h e  a dhe r i n g  op en l y  t o 
the  Cause  o f  a  f a r the r  Re for mat ion ,  to  be  h igh ly 
f o r  t he  pub l i c k  g o o d .  A s  f o r  t ho s e  P r iva t e  Con s i - 
de r a t i on s  wh i ch  Mr.  Hoad ly  s e ems  he re  a l l  a l ong 
to  h ave  h i s  eye  upon ,  by  the  f requen t  repe t i t i on 
o f  t h e  wo rd s  s u p p o r t  a n d  i n c o u r a g e m e n t ,  h e  mu s t 
suppose the Dis sent ing Mini s ter s  ver y weak i f  they 
we re  t h e i r  G ove r n i n g  M o t i ve s :  T h ey  e s p e c i a l l y 
who  we re  c a s t  ou t  o f  Good  L iv i ng s ,  w i t h  no  o - 
the r  p ro spec t  o f  a  f u tu re  sub s i s t ence  th an  unce r - 
tain Char ity, must scarce have common sense, if they 
l a i d  any  s t re s s  upon  th a t  l i t t l e  s u p p o r t  t h ey  we re 
l i k e l y  t o  g e t  i n  o r d e r  t o  t h e i r  S u b s i s t e n c e  by 
N o n c o n f o r m i t y.  N o  S i r ,  t h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  m a t t e r 
h e r e  d e p e n d i n g .  T h e  Q u e s t i o n  i s  w h e t h e r  t h e 
Cause  wa s  ju s t ,  in  adher ing  to  which  the  E jec ted 
Min i s t e r s  s u f f e r ’d  s o  con t en t ed l y ?  I f  i t  wa s ,  a nd 
the  Peop le  were  conv inc ’d  o f  i t ,  they  were  bound 
t o  a dh e re  t o  t h em .  I f  t h ey  we re  s a t i s f y ’d  a  f a r - 
t h e r  Re fo r ma t i on  wa s  a s  n e c e s s a r y  a s  t h e s e  M i - 
n i s t e r s  p re t ended ,  they  were  bound  to  g ive  them 
t h e i r  P r e s e n c e  a n d  C o u n t e n a n c e  i n  p u r s u i t  o f 
t h a t  R e f o r m a t i o n  a c c o r d i n g  t o  S c r i p t u r e .  A n d 
t h e i r  s o  d o i n g  wo u l d  b e  s o  f a r  f r o m  h i n d r i n g 
th em f r om pu r su ing  any  g r e a t e r  Good ;  tha t  i t  would : 
b e  t h e  m o s t  t o  t h e  A d va n t a g e  o f  t h e  P r o t e s t a n t 
C h w c h t  a n d  E n g l i s h  N a t i o n ,  o f  a ny  m e t h o d  t h ey
  could

p. 147.



154[154] A Defence of Part III.

c o u l d  t a ke .  T h e  m o re  we  c o n s i d e r  t h i s  m a t t e r , 
the more are we convinc’d twill hold.

Another  Argument  o f  the  People  for  the i r  Non- 
Confor mity  was  taken f rom the i r  Right  to  Choose 
the i r  own Pa s tor s ;  which  Accord ing  to  the  Ecc le- 
s ias t ica l  set t lement i s  invaded. I f  we are here Pathe- 
t i c a l  t i s  b e c au s e  t he  Cau s e  w i l l  b e a r  i t ;  And  Mr. 
H o a d l y  i s  n o t  w i l l i n g  t h e r e i n  t o  c o m e  b e h i n d , 
w h e n  e ve r  h e  t h i n k s  t h e  s u b j e c t  g i ve s  h i m  a n 
oppor tun i t y  o f  i n s inua t ing  in to  the  A f f e c t ion s  o f 
t h e  Pe o p l e .  B u t  I  a t t e n d  h i s  A n swe r ,  w h i c h  i s 
branch’d into Particulars.

1. He says, this  Right to choose thei r  own Pastor does 
not  Accord ing to  out  se lves  so  be long to  the People,  that 
t h ey  may  no t  ve r y  Lawfu l ly  r e c ed e  f r om i t ,  upon  s ome 
Considerations; nay that they ought not in Duty to do it. 
Bu t  suppos ing  i t  g r an ted  the re  may  be  some Ci r - 
cumstances,  in which i t  may be Lawful  for the Peo- 
ple to re cede  from their Right to choose their Pastor 
a t  l e a s t  f o r  a  t ime ;  i t  doe s  no t  t h e re f o re  f o l l ow 
th a t  any  o the r s  c an  wa r r an t ab l y  dep r ive  t hem o f 
th a t  Righ t ,  w i thou t  the i r  Consen t ,  wh ich  i s  th a t 
upon which  the  Deba te  tu r n s  under  th i s  Head .  A 
Man ha s  a  r ight  to  choose  h i s  own Phys ic i an ,  and 
h i s  ow n  L a w ye r ,  n o t  w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e r e 
may  be  some Ci rcums tance s ,  in  which  i t  i s  po s s i - 
b l e  i t  m ay  b e  n o t  o n l y  L aw f u l ,  b u t  h i s  D u t y 
t o  r e c e d e  f ro m  i t  i n  a  Pa r t i c u l a r  C a s e :  A n d  h e 
t h a t  b e c a u s e  t h i s  i s  a  p o s s i b l e  t h i n g ,  s h o u l d  g o 
a b o u t  t o  d e p r i ve  h i m  o f  h i s  R i g h t ,  wo u l d  A c t 
in jur ious ly.  And the  in jur y  i s  much Higher,  when 
any  a t t emp t  t o  impo s e  a  Pa s t o r  upon  a  Man ,  t o 
h ave  t h e  C o n d u c t  o f  h i s  S o u l .  Pa r i s h  O rd e r  i n - 
deed  ha s  i t s  Advan t a g e s,  and  i s  t o  b e  p r e f e r r e d  when 
mo r e  w e i g h t y  R e a s o n s  d o  n o t  o f f e r .  One  g re a t  Ad- 
van t age  o f  i t  i s  t h i s ;  t h a t  Ne ighbourhood  o f  Ha- 
b i t a t i o n ,  g ive s  a  Pa s t o r  a  b e t t e r  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f 
a  Per sonal  inspect ion of  hi s  Flock,  and them a bet- 
ter oppor tunity of  discharg ing several  dutys to each
  other
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o the r  t h an  the re  c an  be  whe re  t hey  l ive  p a t t e r ’d 
and at a distance. But though this i s  a Convenience, 
and in i t sel f  an advantage, yet where the Par ish Mi- 
n i s te r  i s  notor ious ly  in su f f i c ient  or  Scanda lous ,  or 
rea l ly les s  l ikely to edi fy a Man than another Mini- 
s ter  within reach,  these are Suf f i c i en t ly  we ighty Rea- 
sons  for one that knows he has a r ight to choose for 
h imse l f ,  r a the r  to  pu t  h imse l f  under  the  Conduc t 
o f  ano the r  Min i s t e r,  t h an  o f  h im who  i s  f i x ’d  i n 
t h a t  P a r i s h  h e  l i v e s  i n .  B u t  M r .  H o a d l y  t a k e s 
n o t i c e ,  t h a t  m a ny  i n  o u r  C o n g r e g a t i o n s,  o f t e n  f o r 
t h e  s a k e  o f  P e a c e ,  a n d  L o v e ,  a n d  O r d e r,  t h i n k  i t 
t h e i r  Du t y,  t o  a c q u i e s c e  i n  t h e  P e r s o n  c h o s e n  by  t h e 
M a j o r  Pa r t  o f  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n  a n d  y e t  t h i s  M a - 
j o r i t y  ha th  no  mo r e  r i gh t  t o  impo s e  a  Pa s t o r  upon  th e 
o the r  Pa r t  o f  the  Cong r ega t i on,  o r  upon any one  s ing l e 
P e r s o n  i n  i t ,  t h a n  t h e  Mag i s t r a t e,  o r  t h e  B i s h o p,  o r 
a ny  Pa t r o n  h a t h .  T h a t  a  M a j o r i t y  i n  a  s e p a r a t e . 
Cong rega t ion  cannot  war r an t ab ly  impose  a  Pa s to r 
upon the res t  of  their  Brethren,  any more than the 
Mag i s t r a te,  B i shop or  Pa t ron ,  can  impose  a  Pa s tor 
on  a l l  t h e  I nh ab i t a n t s  o f  s u ch  a  Pa r i s h ,  I  f r e e l y 
g r a n t .  I f  i n  t h e s e  s e p a r a t e  Cong re g a t i on s ,  many 
f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  P e a c e  a n d  L o v e ,  a n d  O rd e r ,  t h i n k 
i t  t h e i r  Du ty  t o  Acqu i e s c e  i n  t h e  P e r s o n  c h o s e n  by 
t h e  M a j o r  Pa r t ;  ’t i s  a s  l i t t l e  t o  b e  wo n d r e d  a t , 
a s  t h a t  many  th a t  be long  to  the  Pa r i s h  Churche s 
f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  P e a c e  a n d  L o v e  a n d  O rd e r,  t h i n k  i t 
their  Duty to  Acquie s c e  in  the  Par i sh Mini s t e r ,  that  i s 
p rov i d e d  by  t h e  M a g i s t r a t e ,  B i s h o p  o r  Pa t ro n ; 
B u t  i t  d o e s  n o t  f r o m  t h e i r  A p p r e h e n s i o n  a n d 
Prac t i s e  on  e i ther  hand fo l low,  tha t  such  Compl i - 
a n c e  i n  e i t h e r  C a s e  i s  r e a l l y  m a t t e r  o f  D u t y. 
Whe re  Pe r s on s  a r e  who l l y  f r e e ,  a nd  u n p rov i d e d 
w i t h  a  Pa s t o r ,  I ’ l l  g r a n t  t h ey  s h o u l d  h ave  g o o d 
re a s on ,  b e f o re  t h ey  re j e c t  t h e i r  Pa r i s h  M in i s t e r , 
i f  we l l  Q u a l i f y ’d  f o r  h i s  Wo r k ,  a n d  R e g u l a r  i n 
h i s  L i f e ,  a nd  Con fo r m ing  t o  t h e  Ru l e  o f  S c r i p -
  ture
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t u r e  i n  h i s  M i n i s t r a t i o n s .  O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d , 
where  Pe r son s  jo in ’d  toge the r  in  a  s epa r a t e  Con- 
g rega t ion  a re  depr iv ’d  o f  the i r  Pa s to r,  and  a  Suc- 
ce s so r  i s  cho sen  by  the  ma jo r i t y,  I  th ink  the  re s t 
o f  t h em ough t  t o  h ave  good  re a s on  b e f o re  t h ey, 
re j e c t  h im ,  i f  h e  be  du l y  qua l i f y ’d ,  &c .  Bu t  t h a t 
’t i s  t h e  Du t y  o f  t h e  on e  s o r t  o r  t h e  o t h e r  p re - 
sent ly  to  comply,  i s  what  mus t  be  prov ’d  by  those 
tha t  shou ld  a s s e r t  i t :  Fo r  my  pa r t  I  d a re  no t  un- 
dertake it.

We re  I  a  me re  p r iva t e  Ch r i s t i a n ,  I  s hou l d  no t 
on  one  h and  t h i nk  my  s e l f  o b l i g ’d  t o  own  H im 
fo r  my Pa s to r,  tha t  shou ld  c l a im tha t  Re l a t ion  to 
me  mee r l y  by  ve r tue  o f  h i s  l e g a l  I n s t i t u t i on  and 
I n d u c t i o n :  A n d  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  i f  I  we re  a 
Membe r  o f  a  s e p a r a t e  Cong re g a t i on ,  a  ma j o r i t y 
whe reo f  h ad  cho s en  one  f o r  Pa s to r  who  wa s  l e f t 
a g r e e a b l e  t o  m e  t h a n  a n o t h e r  t h a t  o f f e r ’d ;  t h o ’ 
ou t  o f  my  conce r n  f o r  t h e  We l f a re  o f  t h e  Con- 
g re g a t i on ,  wh i l e  I  re t a i n ’d  my  f re edom,  I  m i gh t 
t h i nk  f i t  t o  t r y  f o r  s ome  t ime,  t h a t  I  m i gh t  t h e 
m o r e  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  p a s s  a  J u d g m e n t  a s  t o  t h e 
adv i l a b l ene s s  o r  unadv i s a b l ene s s  o f  my  a cqu i e s c - 
i n g  i n  h i m  w h o m  t h e  r e s t  h a d  c h o s e n ;  y e t  I 
s h o u l d  b e  f a r  f r o m  t h i n k i n g  i t  m y  D u t y  t o 
f o l l o w  t h e  m a j o r i t y  b l i n d f o l d .  A n d  I  c o u l d 
m e n t i o n  s e ve r a l  w h o  b e i n g  c h o s e n  P a s t o r s  o f 
s e p a r a t e  C o n g r e g a t i o n s ,  h a v e  b e e n  v e r y  f r e e 
t o  g i ve  a  d i s m i s s i o n  t o  s u c h  M e m b e r s  o f  t h o s e 
S o c i e t i e s ,  a s  a f t e r  s o m e  t i m e  o f  t r y a l ,  h a v e 
though t  i t  more  e l i g i b l e  to  t r an sp l an t  themse l ve s 
i n t o  o t h e r  C o n g r e g a t i o n s :  A n d  I  m u s t  d e c l a r e 
I  am so much for  defending each Chr i s t ian’s  Right 
to  choose  h i s  Pa s to r,  tha t  I  am here in  en t i re l y  o f 
t h e i r  m i n d ,  I  a m  n e v e r  f o r  r e l i n q u i s h i n g  t h i s 
R i g h t ;  n o r  know  I  upon  wha t  g round s  a ny  Man 
c an  d emand  o f  h i s  Ne i ghbou r s  t h a t  t h ey  s hou l d 
d o  i t .  S u s p e n d i n g  t h e  u s e  o f  i t  f o r  a  s e a s o n ,
  and



Part III. Moderate Non-Conformity [157]157

and r e l i nqu i sh ing  a  Righ t ,  a re  th ings  ver y  d i f fe rent ,  
W h e n  t h e n  t h e  G e n t l e m a n  d e s i r e s  t h a t  o u r  P e o - 
p l e  wou l d  a c t  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  Chu r c h  o f  Eng l and 
a g r e e a b l y  t o  o u r  own  Max im ,  a n d  o u r  o wn  P r a c t i c e 
i n  o u r  s e p a r a t e  C o n g r e g a t i o n s,  a n d  t h e n  i n t i m a t e s 
t h e y  wou l d  r e a d i ly  r e c e d e  f r om  t h i s  R i gh t ,  a nd  Con - 
f o r m ,  h e  i s  q u i t e  b e s i d e  t h e  M a r k .  Fo r  we  n e - 
ve r  ( a s  I  k n ow  o f )  d e s i r e  Pe r s o n s  t o  l e t  o t h e r s 
choo s e  a  Pa s t o r  f o r  t h em ,  and  qu i t  t h e i r  R i gh t : 
We on ly  de s i re  them to  su spend the  exerc i se  o f  i t 
f o r  a  s e a s on ;  a nd  i f  upon  t r ya l  t h ey  f i nd  re a s on 
to  conc lude  th a t  t he  a t t end ing  on  ano the r  Min i - 
s t e r  would  be  more  to  the i r  Ed i f i c a t ion ,  we l eave 
them their full liberty. 

H a d  M r.  H o a d l y  d e s i r ’d  t o  d r aw  a  Pa r a l l e l  i n 
th i s  c a s e  tha t  wou ld  bea r,  i t  mus t  have  been ,  be- 
tween  the  Membe r s  o f  a  Pa r i s h  Church ,  and  the 
M e m b e r s  o f  a  D i s s e n t i n g  C o n g re g a t i o n ,  u p o n  a 
Vacancy,  t h a t  i n  c a s e  o f  t he  dea th  o f  t he  p re s en t 
Min i s t e r,  They  tha t  u s ed  to  f requen t  the i r  Pa r i sh 
Chu rch ,  s hou l d  s t ay  t o  s e e  who  i s  p i t c h ’d  upon 
a s  a  Suc c e s s o r,  b e f o re  t h ey  w i t hd r aw  f rom i t ,  i s 
bu t  r e a s o n a b l e :  A n d  ’t i s  a s  r e a s o n a b l e  t h a t  t h e 
Member s  o f  a  Di s s en t ing  Cong rega t ion  shou ld  do 
t h e  l i ke .  P e a c e  a nd  Ord e r  a r e  h e re :  t o  b e  con s i - 
d e r ’d  a n d  r e g a r d e d ;  t h o ’ n o t  s o  f a r  a s  t h a t  a 
Man mus t  renounce  h i s  Right  to  choose  fo r  h im- 
s e l f ;  ye t  so  f a r  a s  th a t  the  exe rc i s e  o f  th a t  Righ t 
i s  t o  b e  f o r  a  wh i l e  s u s p ended :  Bu t  n e i t h e r  t h e 
Pe a c e  a n d  O rd e r  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  C o n g r e g a t i o n , 
no r  o f  a  who l e  Na t i ona l  Chu rch  t aken  t oge the r, 
o u g h t  t o  p reva i l  w i t h  a  c o n s i d e r a t e  M a n  s o  f a r 
t o  renounce  h i s  R igh t  t o.  choo s e  f o r  h imse l f ,  a s 
t o  b r i ng  h im  t o  s ubmi t  t o  h im  a s  h i s  Pa s t o r,  o f 
whose  un f i tne s s  fo r  tha t  Charge  he  ha s  good ev i - 
dence,  when he  ha s  be t t e r  Prov i s ion  a t  hand ,  and 
w i t h i n  r e a c h .  T h o ’ i t  we re  g r a n t e d  t h e  D i s s e n - 
t e r s  m i g h t  c o n f o r m  a n d  r e n o u n c e  t h i s  R i g h t ,
  without
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w i t h o u t  e n d a n g e r i n g  t h e i r  S a l va t i o n ;  ye t  i f  t h e y 
shou ld  th i s  way  but  haza rd  the  lo s s  o f  the i r  g rea- 
t e r  Ed i f i c a t i on ,  i t  we re  s u f f i c i en t  re a s on  a g a i n s t 
t h e i r  f a l l i n g  i n  w i t h  t h e  P rov i s i on  o f  o t h e r s ,  i f 
God hath g iven them a Right to provide for  them- 
selves, and they can do it to better advantage. But,

2 .  He  s ay s  f a r t h e r.  Tha t  i n  Pa r i s h e s,  a n d  p l a c e s 
whe r e  th e  Peop l e  c hoo s e  th e i r  own Min i s t e r s,  t h e r e  a r e 
t h e  g r e a t e s t  D i v i s i o n s  a n d  Q u a r r e l s ,  t h e  g r e a t e s t 
F e u d s  a n d  Pa s s i o n s  r e m a r k a b l e ,  a n d  a s  u n q u a l i f y ’d 
M i n i s t e r s  a s  i n  o t h e r  p l a c e s,  & c .  A n d  we r e  t h i s 
un ive r s a l l y  t r ue,  he  h a s  h imse l f  i n  e f f e c t  s u f f i c i - 
en t ly  rep ly ’d  to  i t ,  in  t e l l ing  u s ,  tha t  he  does  not 
a r g u e  b a r e l y  f r om  s u c h  i l l  c o n s e q u e n c e s  a s  t h e s e ,  t o 
s h ew  t ha t  any  S i gh t  i s  t o  h e  g i ven  up ;  f o r  t h a t  h e  i s 
s e n s i b l e  a t  t h i s  ra t e  w e  m i gh t  a r gu e  ou r  s e l v e s  ou t  o f 
a l l  Righ t s ;  and  th i s  wou ld  b e  o f  th e  wo r s t  c on s equen c e 
i m a g i n a b l e .  W h i c h  i s  m o s t  u n d o u b t e d l y  t r u e . 
I f  a l l e d g i n g  I n c o nve n i e n c i e s  we r e  s u f f i c i e n t  t o 
ove r t h row  t h e  R i g h t s  o f  M e n ,  t h e r e  c o u l d  b e 
no th ing  su re ;  s ince  the re  i s  no th ing  in  the  Wor ld 
s o  j u s t ,  s o  r e a s o n a b l e ,  o r  s o  n e c e s s a r y,  bu t  t h e 
Weakne s s  o r  t h e  Ma l i c e  o f  Men  m i gh t  a bu s e  i t . 
Howeve r,  I  s e e  f rom th i s  Pa s s age,  th a t  tho ’ the re 
a re  a s  i l l  Con s equenc e s ,  a s  much  Hea t  a nd  Pa s - 
s i on ,  Va r i a n c e ,  S t r i f e ,  a nd  I l l -w i l l ,  a t t end ing  Pe r - 
ron s  e xe rc i s i n g  t h e i r  R i gh t ,  i n  choo s i ng  Mayo r s 
and  She r i f f s  fo r  the  Ci ty,  and  Member s  to  rep re- 
s e n t  t h e m  i n  Pa r l i a m e n t ,  a s  i n  c h o o s i n g  M i n i - 
s t e r s  t o  h ave  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e i r  S o u l s ;  a n d  t h a t 
E l ec t ion s  in  the  fo r mer  c a s e  end  a s  o f t e n  i n  a  b ad 
Cho i c e,  a n d  i n  t h e  a l i e n a t i o n  o f  t h e  M ind s  o f  many 
M e n  f r o m  t h e i r  B r e t h r e n ,  a s  i n  t h e  l a t t e r ;  y e t 
t h e re  h e ’s  f o r  t h e i r  k e e p i n g  t h e i r  R i g h t ,  w i t h o u t 
g iv ing  i t  up ,  tho’ not  here ;  and therefore I  hope he 
has  some cons iderable reason for  hi s  di f ferent  mea- 
s u r e s .  A s  t o  t h a t ,  w h a t  f o l l ow s  i s  t o  a c c o u n t 
f o r  i t .  H e  t e l l s  u s ,  T h a t  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e s  o f  a  g e -
  neral
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n e ra l  e xe r c i s e  o f  t h i s  R i g h t ,  ( v i z .  o f  eve r y  Man  to 
c hoo s e  h i s  own  Pa s t o r )  a r e  w o r s e  t h a n  a ny  wh i c h 
wi l l ,  f o l l ow upon a  g ene ra l  a cqu i e s c ing  in  the  way now 
s e t t l e d .  Bu t  may  no t  a no th e r  Man  w i t h  a s  much 
r e a s o n  a l s o  s ay,  T h a t  t h e  C o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  Pe r - 
s on s  g ene r a l  e xe rc i s i ng  o f  t h e i r  R igh t ,  i n  choo- 
s ing  Mayor s ,  Sher i f f s ,  and  Repre ien ta t ive s  in  Par- 
l i a m e n t ,  a r e  wo r s e  t h a n  a ny  w h i c h  w i l l  f o l l ow 
upon  a  g ene r a l  l e av ing  o f  t he  Nomina t i on  o f  a l l 
t o  the  P r ince ;  wh i ch  i s  t he  way  some  wou ld  be- 
f o r e  t h i s  h ave  s e t t l e d  a m o n g  u s ,  i f  t h e y  c o u l d 
h ave  h a d  t h e i r  Wi l l s .  B u t  t h e n  i t  i s  a d d e d ,  We 
mu s t  t a k e  t h i s  i n t o  t h e  a c c o un t ,  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  s u c h  a 
P rov i s i on  f o r  th e  Sou l s  o f  Men in  th e  Chur c h  o f  Eng- 
l a nd ,  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  i n  t h e  l e a s t  d an g e r,  o r  und e r 
the  l ea s t  ne c e s s i t y  o f  s e ek ing  any  fa r the r  As su ran c e s  in 
a  s e p a r a t e  w a y .  A g r e e a b l y  w h e r e t o ,  t h e y  a l s o 
t h a t  a r e  f o r  t h e  P r i n c e ’s  e l e c t i n g  M ayo r s ,  S h e - 
r i f f s  and  Burge s se s  to  se r ve  in  Pa r l i ament ,  a re  fo r 
t ak ing  th i s  i n to  the  a ccoun t ,  th a t  the re  i s  such  a 
P rov i s i on  f o r  L i b e r t y  a nd  P rope r t y  by  t h e  L aw s 
o f  t h e  L a n d ,  t h a t  Pe r s o n s  a r e  n o t  i n  t h e  l e a s t 
d ange r,  o r  unde r  the  l e a s t  nece s s i t y  o f  u s ing  any 
precaut ions  to  secure  the i r  own Right  o f  E lec t ion 
i n  t h e  c a s e .  T h i s  P l e a  a p p e a r i n g  t o  m e  t o  t h e 
fu l l  a s  p l au s i b l e  a s  t he  f o r mer,  I  c anno t  s e e  why 
t h e  C i t i z e n s  o f  Lon d o n  ( f o r  whom I  may  b e  a l - 
l ow ’d  a  l i t t l e  conce r n ,  bec au s e  I  h ad  the  Happ i - 
n e l s  t o  b e  B o r n  a m o n g s t  t h e m )  m ay ’ n t  a s  s o o n 
pa r t  w i th  the i r  Righ t  to  choose  the i r  Mag i s t r a t e s 
a n d  R e p r e s e n t a t i ve s ,  a s  t o  c h o o s e  t h e i r  M i n i - 
sters.

T h o ’ t h e r e f o r e  M r .  H o a d l y  f r e e l y  d e c l a r e s , 
th a t  he  doe s  no t  l ook  upon  th i s  Righ t ,  ( fo r  Pe r - 
sons  to  choose  the i r  own Pa s tor s )  a s  o f  su c h  m i gh - 
t y  c o n s e q u e n c e  t o  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  C h u r c h ,  o r  t o  t h e 
P e op l e s  S ou l s ,  a s  we  rep re s en t  i t ;  ye t  i f  a  compa- 
r i son were  made,  I  th ink i t  might  ea s i ly  be  prov’d
  of
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o f  a s  g r e a t  c o n s e q u e n c e  i n  a  s p i r i t u a l ,  a s  t h e 
cho i ce  o f  Mag i s t r a t e s  and  Repre s en t a t ive s  i s  i n  a 
t e m p o r a l  r e s p e c t .  A n d  a f t e r  a l l ,  w h e t h e r  t h e 
Fac t  tha t  i s  a l l edged  under  th i s  Head  wi l l  ho ld  i f 
s t r i c t l y  s e a rch ’d  i n t o,  i s  dub i ou s .  The  Pa r i s h  o f 
Ald e r man bu r y  h a s  t h e  cho i c e  o f  t h e i r  own  Min i - 
s t e r s :  And  I  b e l i eve  t h e re ’s  no t  a  Pa r i s h  i n  Lon - 
don ,  be  i t  in  the  Gi f t  o f  any  Ecc le s i a s t i c a l  o r  Lay 
P a t r o n ,  t h a t  i f  we  l o o k  f o r  a n  h u n d r e d  Ye a r s 
b a c k ,  h a s  s u c c e s s i ve l y  h a d  b e t t e r  P r e a c h e r s .  I 
know it to be the same in some few other cases also. 
And  suppo s ing  wha t  i s  f a r the r  h in t ed  to  be  t r ue, 
Tha t  i n  t h e  Pa r i s h e s  whe r e  t h e  Min i s t e r  i s  c h o s en  by 
the  Vo t e s  o f  th e  Peop l e,  th e r e  b e  no  sma l l e r  numbe r  o f 
D i s s e n t e r s  t h a n  i n  o t h e r  Pa r i s h e s ,  ye t  i t  d o e s  n o t 
fo l low but  tha t  s eve ra l  in  o ther  Pa r i she s  may Di s - 
s e n t ,  b e c au s e  t h e y  c anno t  i n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h ’d  way  Vo t e 
f o r  t h e i r  M i n i s t e r ;  o r  t h a t  m o re  m i g h t  n o t  t u r n 
Dis senter s  in  these  ver y Par i shes ,  i f  they had the i r 
R i g h t  t a ke n  f ro m  t h e m :  N e i t h e r  d o e s  i t  f o l l ow 
but that i f  the People were general ly restor’d to this 
Pr iv i l ege,  a  good s tep  would  be  t aken towards  the 
s topping their  Separat ion.  This  a lone indeed would 
no t  do  i t  bu t  i t  wou ld  he lp,  i n  con junc t ion  wi th 
a n  a n swe r i n g  t h e i r  o t h e r  r e a s o n a b l e  D e m a n d s , 
a n d  r e m ov i n g  t h e i r  G r i e v a n c e s .  B u t  w h a t e ve r 
i t  may be  a s  to  o ther s .  I ’m ver i ly  per suaded there 
a re  s eve r a l  among  the  D i s s en t e r s  s o  t en a c iou s  o f 
t h i s  R i g h t  o f  c h o o s i n g  t h e i r  ow n  Pa s t o r s ,  t h a t 
w i t hou t  i t  i s  y i e l d ed  t h em ,  no th i ng  wou l d  con - 
t r i bu t e  t o  t h e i r  s a t i s f a c t i o n .  A n d ,  I  mu s t  c o n - 
fe s s ,  I  can’t  see  but  i t  may be y ie lded them, wi th- 
ou t  any  i n f r i ngemen t  o f  t he  R igh t  o f  Pa t ronage, 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  S c h e m e  t h a t  w a s  o f t  p r o - 
p o s ’d  b y  M r .  B a x t e r .  B u t  ’ t i s  a d d e d  y e t  f a r - 
er.
  3dly,
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3 d l y,  T h a t  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  c a n  n e v e r  b e s t  o r - 
d e r e d ?  t h a t  e v e r y  p a r t i c u l a r  Ch r i s t i a n  s h a l l  b e  und e r 
t h e  Min i s t r y  o f  t h e  Pe r s on  whom he  wou ld  c hoo s e  b e - 
f o r e  a l l  o t h e r s .  A d d  h e r e  h e  r u n s  i n t o  a  s t r a i n 
w h i c h  i n  m e  wo u l d  b e  c a l l ’d  H a r a n g u i n g .  T h e 
s um  o f  t h e  ma t t e r  i s  t h i s :  I f  Pe r s on s  a re  no t  i n 
any case to suffer a Pastor to he impos’d upon them, 
there must be Divisions and Schisms numberless, and 
the Church and Nation must be torn to pieces .  But 
why  s o ?  Wha t  n e ed  o f  a ny  s u ch  Con s t i t u t i on  a s 
s h o u l d  t a ke  away  M e n s  R i g h t s ?  T h e  p l a i n  A n - 
swe r  t o  t h i s  Que r y  wou ld  l e ave  t he  ma t t e r  c l e a r 
o f  D i f f i c u l t y.  O r ,  w hy  wa s  n o  n o t i c e  t a ke n  o f 
the  Scheme I  in  th i s  ca se  p ropos ’d  f rom Mr.  Bax- 
t e r ?  I n s t e a d  o f  t h i s ,  h e  a r g u e s  w i t h  u s  f o r  n o t 
c a r r y i n g  i t  t o  t h e  Chu rch  o f  Eng l a n d ,  a s  we  do 
t owa r d s  e a c h  o t h e r  i n  o u r  s e p a r a t e  C o n g r e g a - 
t i on s ;  wh i ch ,  a s  f a r  a s  I  c a n  d i s c e r n ,  i s  f o re i gn 
t o  t he  ma t t e r  i n  h and ,  a s  we l l  a s  bo t tom’d  upon 
a  M i s t a ke .  ’ T i s  f o r e i g n  t o  t h e  m a t t e r  i n  h a n d , 
becau se  i t  no  way  con t r i bu t e s  to  p rove  wha t  wa s 
unde r  t h i s  Head  a s s e r t ed .  And  ’t i s  bo t t om ’d  up - 
on  a  Mi s t ake,  becau se  the  Argument  r un s  upon  a 
suppos i t ion tha t  we Di s senter s  o f ten  des i re  Peop le 
t o  r e n o u n c e  t h e i r  R i g h t  t o  c h o o s e  a  Pa s t o r  f o r 
themselves ,  which i s  a  Fancy for which I  know not 
the  lea s t  foundat ion.  Be i t  known to you,  S i r,  our 
Peop l e  own  no  impo s ed  Pa s t o r s  o f  any  s o r t .  L e t 
t h e r e  b e  a  Va c a n c y  i n  a n y  C o n g r e g a t i o n ,  a n d 
the  Min i s t e r s  recommend,  and  a  Major i ty  choose, 
ye t  i f  there  be  any  to  whom the  Per son chosen  i s 
so  d i s ag reeable,  tha t  they  cannot  so  p ro f i t ably  a t - 
t e n d  o n  h i m  a s  o n  a n o t h e r ,  t h ey  a r e  f r e e ,  a n d 
a n d  n o n e  c a n  j u s t l y  p r e t e n d  t o  h o l d  o r  d e t a i n 
t h e m .  We  d o n ’t  p r e t e n d  t o  t e l l  a n y  s u c h ,  t h e 
ma jo r i t y  h ave  cho sen  u s ,  and  the re fo re  you  mus t 
own  u s  f o r  you r  Pa s t o r s ;  t ho ’ t h e  C l e r g y  o f  t h e 
Church  o f ten  te l l  the i r  Pa r i sh ioner s ,  We a re  l ega l
 M Incum-
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I ncumben t s ,  and  the re fo re  you  ough t  to  own  u s . 
I n  t h i s  c a s e ,  t h e r e  n e e d s  n o  s u c h  n i c e  e n q u i r y 
who  a r e  t r u ly  q u a l i f y ’d ;  f o r  l e t  a  Man  be  i n  h im- 
s e l f  eve r  s o  we l l  q u a l i f y ’d ,  we  s e e  n o t  h ow  h i s 
b e i n g  l e g a l  I n c u m b e n t  a n y  m o r e  m a ke s  i t  t h e 
n e c e s s a r y  D u t y  o f  a l l  i n  t h e  Pa r i s h  t o  c o m m i t 
the i r  Sou l s  to  h im,  than  among  the  Di s s en te r s ,  a 
Man ’s  be ing  chosen  by  the  ma jo r i t y,  make s  i t  the 
n e c e s s a r y  D u t y  o f  a l l  t h e  r e s t  t o  t a ke  h i m  f o r 
t h e i r  Pa s t o r ,  w h a t eve r  I n c o nve n i e n c e s  i t  m i g h t 
h a ve  a t t e n d i n g  i t .  B u t  t h e n  t h e  g r e a t  P l e a  i s 
th i s :  No s t op  c an  eve r  b e  pu t  t o  Sepa ra t i on ,  i f  i t  may 
b e  l a w f u l l y  b u i l t  o n  s u c h  f o u n d a t i o n s  a s  t h i s ;  a n d 
t h e r e f o r e  t h i s  P r i n c i p l e  i s  n o t  wha t  g o o d .  Ch r i s t i a n s 
s h o u l d  u s e  i n  d e f e n c e  o f  t h e i r  P r a c t i c e .  I  a n swe r ; 
Tho ’ ’t i s  g r an t ed  th i s  P r inc ip l e,  i n  common wi th 
m a ny  o t h e r s ,  i s  c a p a b l e  o f  b e i n g  a bu s ’d ;  ye t  i t 
d o e s  no t  f o l l ow  i t  i s  t h e re f o re  t o  b e  d i s c a rd ed . 
I f  a  M a n  s e p a r a t e s  n e e d l e s l y  a n d  u n wa r r a n t a b l y 
in  de f ence  o f  h i s  own Righ t ,  he  mus t  an swer  fo r 
i t :  Bu t  i t  d o e s  no t  t h e re f o re  f o l l ow  t h a t  a  Man 
mus t ;  renounce  h i s  R igh t  t o  choo se  a  Pa s to r  f o r 
h i m s e l f  w h e n  o t h e r s  d e s i r e  i t ;  o r  t h a t  h e  mu s t 
commi t  h i s  Sou l  t o  t h e  c a re  o f  whomsoeve r  t h e 
Gove r nmen t  sh a l l  a ppo in t .  Th i s  i s  an  i n l e t  t o  so 
many  Co r r up t i on s  a nd  Abu s e s ,  t h a t  t h e  b e a r i n g 
t e s t imony  ag a in s t  i t ,  i s  i t  s e l f  a  p i e ce  o f  pub l i ck 
S e r v i c e ;  a  g re a t e r  S e r v i c e  by  f a r  t h an  t h a t  Pe a c e 
wo u l d  a m o u n t  t o,  w h i c h  a  M a n  c o u l d  b e  s u p - 
posed  to  p romote  by  h i s  compl i ance  wi th  in su f f i - 
c i en t  and  unqua l i f y ’d  Pa s to r s ;  f rom whom S.  Cy- 
p r i a n  r e p re s en t s  i t  a s  t h e  Du t y  o f  t h e  Peop l e  t o 
separate: Ep. 68.

I n  t h e  f o u r t h  p l a c e  t h e n ,  we  a r e  r e f e r r ’d  t o 
Mr.  Bax t e r ’s  Adv ice  to  h i s  Peop le  a t  Kede r m in s t e r . 
A s  to  wh ich  I  de s i re  i t  may  be  ob se r v ’d ,  tha t  h i s 
p a r t i c u l a r  Ju d g m e n t ,  i n  t h i s  o r  a ny  o t h e r  c a s e , 
is of no farther weight with us, than in propor-
  tion
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t ion  to  the  cogency  o f  the  Rea son  tha t  back ’d  i t . 
Wi t h a l ;  t ho ’ h e  a dv i s ’d  t h em  t o  a t t e nd  on  t h e i r 
P a r i s h  M i n i s t e r  u p o n  h i s  r e m ova l ,  ye t  h e  l e f t 
M r.  B a l dw i n  a m o n g s t  t h e m  t o  s u p p l y  h i s  p l a c e , 
who s e  con t i nuance  t h e re  wa s  more  s a f e  t h an  h i s 
s t a y  a m o n g  t h e m  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n .  A n d  h i s 
a i m  wa s  r a t h e r  t o  ke e p  u p  a  c h a r i t a b l e  Te m p e r 
among them,  than  to  engage  them to  re s i gn  the i r 
Righ t  o f  choos ing  the i r  own Pa s to r,  which  i s  the 
p o i n t  we  a r e  h e r e  u p o n .  I f  t h e  Pa r i s h  M i n i s t e r 
indeed  was  no t  u t t e r ly  i n su f f i c i e n t ,  o r  d i d  no t  p r e a c h 
any  t h i n g  c on t ra r y  t o  t h e  Fa i t h  and  P ra c t i c e  o f  Ch r i - 
s t i an i t y,  o r  d id  no t  s e t  h imse l f  t o  oppo s e  s e r i ou s  God- 
l i n e s s ;  he  then  adv i s ’d  them to  encourage  h im by 
a t t e n d i n g  o n  h i s  M i n i s t r y,  a n d  n o t  w h o l l y  t o 
ab s en t  themse l ve s  f rom the  Publ i ck ,  bu t  to  make 
use  o f  h i s  Labour s  there,  toge ther  wi th  what  he lp 
t h e y  h a d  i n  p r i v a t e  f r o m  M r .  B a l d w i n ,  a t  t h a t 
t ime  when  no  publ i ck  s epa r a t e  A s s embl i e s  wou ld 
b e  e n d u r e d :  B u t  t h a t  h e  e ve r  t o l d  t h e m ,  t h a t 
they ought  no t  to  as se r t  the i r  Right  to  c hoose  the i r  own 
Pa s t o r ,  I  n eve r  h e a rd ,  t i l l  I  m e t  w i t h  i t  i n  M r. 
H o a d l y .  M a ny  a m o n g  t h e  D i s s e n t e r s  h ave  a c t e d 
p u r s u a n t  t o  M r .  B a x t e r ’s  A d v i c e .  T h ey  a t t e n d - 
ed on the  bes t  Preacher s  in  the  publ ick  Churches , 
i n  con junc t ion  wi th  the i r  more  p r iva t e  He lp s ,  a s 
l o n g  a s  a  To l e r a t i o n  wa s  d e ny ’d  by  t h e  G ove r n - 
men t .  And  when  t h ey  h ad  a  To l e r a t i o n ,  t h ey  d i d 
not  whol ly  for sake the Churches ,  but  went  th i ther 
some t ime s  to  shew the i r  Cha r i t y,  t ho ’ t hey  more 
s ta tedly at tended on Pastor s  of  their  own choosing, 
who l e  M in i s t r a t i on s  we re  f r e e  f rom  t h e  pub l i c k 
C o r r u p t i o n s .  B u t  ’t i s  ve r y  h a r d  t o  g i ve  s a t i s - 
f a c t i on  t o  t ho s e ,  who  w i l l  c h a r g e  Men  w i t h  n e - 
v e r  s o  mu c h  a s  e nd e a vou r i n g  t o  h e a r  t h e i r  e s t a b l i s h ’d 
M i n i s t e r ,  i f  t h ey  d o n ’t  t h i n k  t h e m s e l ve s  o b l i g ’d 
to hear him constantly.
 M 2 But
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Bu t  s uppo s i n g  Mr.  Bax t e r  h a d  g iven  s u ch  Ad - 
v ice  to  h i s  Peop le  a t  Kede rm in s t e r ,  a s  many o f  the 
D i s s e n t e r s  h a d  n o t  t h o u g h t  f i t  t o  t a ke ;  h ow  i t 
t h e n c e  f o l l ow s ,  a s  t h i s  G e n t l e m a n  i n t i m a t e s , 
t h a t  t h i s  A r g u m e n t ,  t a k e n  f r o m  t h e i r  R i g h t  t o 
choose  the i r  own Pa s to r s ,  s i g n i f i e s  n o t h i n g  t o  t h e i r 
V ind i c a t i on ,  I  mus t  confe s s  i s  beyond me to  d i sco- 
v e r .  B u t  t o  h i s  Q u e r i e s .  H e  a s k s ,  S u p p o s i n g 
P e r s o n s  m ay  l e a v e  t h e i r  Pa r i s h  M i n i s t e r,  y e t  w h e r e 
i s  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  l e a v i n g  t h e  Chu r c h  o f  Eng l and ?  I 
an swer ;  Many  o f  the  Peop l e  though t  i t  nece s s a r y 
i n  o r d e r  t o  t h e i r  h av i n g  P a s t o r s  o f  t h e i r  ow n 
choo s i n g ,  wh i l e  t h e  Chu rch  o f  Eng l a nd  wa s  f o r 
impo s ing  upon  them;  and  I  mu s t  con f e s s  I  t h ink 
t h e re ’s  mo re  i n  i t  t h an  Mr.  Hoad ly  i s  w i l l i n g  t o 
a l l ow.  H e  a s k s ,  H o w  d o e s  t h i s  A r g u m e n t  p r o v e 
t ha t  t h ey  ough t  t o  b e t ak e  t h ems e l ve s  t o  s epa ra t e  Con- 
g r e g a t i o n s,  w i t h  n e w  M o d e s  o f  Wo r s h i p,  a n d  n e w 
F o r m s  o f  G o v e r n m e n t ?  I  a n swe r ;  ’ T i s  e n o u g h  i f 
i t  p rove s ,  t h a t  t hey  a re  no t  nece s s a r i l y  bound  to 
a cqu i e s c e  i n  t h e  Min i s t e r s  o f  t h e  re s p e c t ive  Pa - 
r i s h e s  t h ey  dwe l t  i n .  I f  s o,  t h ey  a re  t h en  bound 
to  t ake  c a re  o f  the i r  Sou l s ,  a ccord ing  to  the  be s t 
Ju d g m e n t  G o d  h a s  g i ve n  t h e m ;  a n d  s o  l o n g  a s 
they  judg ’d  the  way  he ld  in  the  D i s s en t ing  Con- 
g reg a t i on s  more  a g re e ab l e  t o  t he  Ru l e  o f  S c r i p - 
t u re ,  t h ey  we re  bound  by  t h a t  a pp rehen s i on  r a - 
ther  to  t ake  i t ,  than to  cont inue in  the  e s t abl i sh ’d 
C h u rc h .  H e  g o e s  o n :  I s  t h e r e  n o  M i n i s t e r  o f  t h e 
e s t a b l i s h ’d  Chu r c h  n e a r  t h em ,  t o  wh om  t h e y  c a n  r e - 
s o r t ,  s u f f i c i e n t  a n d  q u a l i f y ’d  e n o u g h  t o  i n s t r u c t  a n d 
gu i d e  t h em?  And  i s  i t  n o t  a s  e a s i e  and  a s  l aw fu l  f o r 
t h em  t o  g o  t o  s u c h  an  on e,  a s  t o  on e  o f  t h e  s e p a ra t e 
w ay ?  I  a n swe r ;  I f  t h ey  h ave  a  R i g h t  t o  c h o o s e 
fo r  themse lve s ,  (wh ich  i s  the  th ing  he re  a s s e r t ed , 
and  no t  ye t  d i s p rov ’d )  t h en  may  they  f i x  on  any 
we l l  qu a l i f y ’d  a nd  du l y  a u t ho r i z ’d  M in i s t e r  t h a t 
of fer s ,  be he in the Church or out  of  i t ,  and com-
  mit
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mi t  the  ca re  o f  the i r  Sou l s  to  h im;  and tho ’ there 
may be some Mini s t e r s  o f  the  e s t abl i sh ’d  Chur c h  nea r 
t h e m ,  t h a t  we re  s u f f i c i e n t  a n d  q u a l i f y ’d  e n o u g h  t o 
i n s t ru c t  and  gu id e  t h em ,  ye t  may  they  ver y  l awfu l ly 
r a t h e r  a dhe re  t o  t ho s e  i n  a  s ep a r a t e  way,  i f  t h a t 
way  i s  mo re  a g re e ab l e  t o  t h e  Ru l e  o f  S c r i p tu re ; 
which br ings  in  a  nece s s i ty  o f  weigh ing  the  o ther 
C o n s i d e r a t i o n s  a l l  e d g ’d  i n  t h e  c a s e .  H oweve r , 
t h a t  i n  a l l  p a r t s  o f  t he  Na t i on  the re  e i t he r  we re 
o r  a re  s u f f i c i e n t  a nd  we l l  qu a l i f y ’d  M in i s t e r s  o f 
the  e s t ab l i sh ’d  Church  wi th in  reach ,  i s  no t  to  me 
s o  ev i d en t  a s  i t  s e em s  t o  b e  t o  Mr.  Hoad ly .  He 
f r a nk l y  o f f e r s ,  t h a t  i f  I ’ l l  p rove  t h e  con t r a r y ;  I f 
I ’ l l  bu t  p r o v e  t h a t  w i t h o u t  Su bm i t t i n g  i n  many  Pa - 
r i s h e s  t o  unqua l i f i e d  Gu id e s,  t h e r e  i s  n o  r o om l e f t  by 
t h e  L a w  f o r  M i n i s t e r i a l  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  a n d  Pa s t o r a l 
H e l p,  h e ’ l l  b e c o m e  my  C o n v e r t .  I ’ l l  t r y  t h e r e f o r e 
wha t  I  c an  do,  l e av ing  h im to  h i s  own l ibe r ty,  a s 
t o  wh i ch  I  d e s i r e  no t  t o  c on f i n e  h im .  Th a t  s e - 
ve ra l  Pa r i she s  have  unqua l i f i ed  Min i s t e r s ,  no  Man 
c a n  d e ny :  A n d  i f  t h i s  h a p p e n s  i n  Pa r i s h e s  w i d e 
i n  compa s s ,  a nd  remo t e  f rom any  p re a ch ing  Mi - 
n i s t e r s ,  I ’d  f a in  know wha t  the  poor  Peop le  mus t 
do for  Minis t e r ia l  Ins t ru c t i on,  and Pas to ra l  He lp?  But 
supposing their  own Par i sh Minis ter  to be unqual i- 
fy ’d,  and that  there are other s  wel l  qual i fy ’d within 
re a ch ;  how  c an  i t  b e  made  a pp e a r  t h a t  t h e  L aw 
l e ave s  l i b e r t y  t o  t h e  Peop l e ,  t o  l e ave  t h e i r  own 
Pa r i s h  M in i s t e r ,  a nd  re s o r t  t o  t h e i r  Ne i ghbou r s 
f o r  Min i s t e r i a l  I n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  Pa s t o r a l  H e l p ?  ’T i s 
d i f f i cu l t  to  reconc i l e  th i s  wi th  Can .  28 .  the  Ti t l e 
of which runs thus:  Stranger s not to be admitted to 
C o m m u n i o n  a n d  i n  w h i c h  C h u r c h - w a r d e n s ,  o r 
Q u e s t m e n ,  a n d  t h e i r  A s s i s t a n t s ,  a r e  r e q u i r ’d  t o 
ma rk  wh e t h e r  a ny  S t ra n g e r s  c ome  o f t e n  and  c ommon - 
ly  f r om  o t h e r  Pa r i s h e s  t o  t h e i r  Chu r c h ,  a n d  t o  s h ew 
t h e i r  Min i s t e r  o f  t h em,  l e s t  p e r h ap s  t h e y  b e  a dm i t t e d 
t o  t h e  L o r d ’s  Ta b l e  a m o n g  o t h e r s ;  w h i c h  t h e y  a r e
 M 3 charg’d
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cha rg ’d  to  f o r b i d ,  and  r em i t  s u c h  h ome  t o  t h e i r  own 
Pa r i s h  Chu r c h e s  a n d  M i n i s t e r s,  t h e r e  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e 
C o m mu n i o n  w i t h  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e i r  o w n  N e i g h b o u r s . 
A g r e e a b l y  w h e r e t o  i t  i s  o r d e r ’d ,  b y  C a n .  5 7. 
Tha t  i f  any  l e f t  the i r  own Par i sh  Churches ,  ( th ro ’ 
d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e i r  u n p r e a c h i n g  M i n i s t e r s ) 
a n d  c o m mu n i c a t e d ,  o r  c a u s e d  t h e i r  C h i l d r e n  t o  b e 
b ap t i ze d  i n  o t h e r  Pa r i s h e s  a b r o ad ,  t h e y  a r e  t o  b e  r e - 
p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  O rd i n a r y,  t o  r e c e i v e  Pun i s hmen t  by 
the  Ec c l e s i a s t i c a l  Censu r e s ;  and  i f  th ey  pe r s i s t  in  the i r 
w i l f u l n e s s,  t o  b e  Su sp end ed ;  and  t h en  a f t e r  a  Mon th s 
f a r t h e r  o b s t i n a c y,  t o  b e  E x c o m m u n i c a t e d .  A n d  i f 
a f t e r wa rd s  a ny  Pa r s o n ,  V i c a r,  o r  Cu ra t e ,  s h o u l d  r e - 
c e i v e  t o  t h e  Commm i o n  a ny  s u c h  P e r s o n s  wh i c h  a r e 
no t  o f  h i s  own Chur c h  o r  Pa r i sh ,  o r  sha l l  bap t ize  any 
o f  t h e i r  Ch i l d r e n ,  h e  i s  t o  b e  S u s p e n d e d .  Now  i f - 
our  Law su f f e r s  Pe r son s  to  be  Excommun i c a t e d  f o r 
g o i n g  t o  h e a r  a n d  c o m m u n i c a t e  w i t h  o t h e r 
Ne i ghbou r  M in i s t e r s ,  when  t h e i r  own  Min i s t e r s 
a r e  n o t  P r e a c h e r s ;  a n d  s u f f e r s  t h o s e  N e i g b o u r 
M in i s t e r s  t o  b e  Su s p e n d e d  f o r  a dm i t t i n g  t h em ,  I 
c anno t  s ee,  I  mus t  con fe s s ,  how i t  l e a ve s  r o om f o r 
M i n i s t e r i a l  I n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  Pa s t o r a l  H e l p ,  i f  t h e i r 
ow n  p u b l i c k  M i n i s t e r s  a r e  u n q u a l i f y ’d .  A n d  a 
l a t e  Pro secu t ion  o f  one  tha t  never  went  to  Meet- 
i n g s ,  b e c a u s e  h e  d i d  n o t  g o  t o  h i s  ow n  Pa r i s h 
C h u r c h ,  i s  a n  e v i d e n c e ,  t h a t  w h a t e ve r  m ay  b e 
p r e t e n d e d  s i n c e  t h e  A c t  o f  To l e r a t i o n ,  n o n e  c a n 
s a f e l y  d e p t e n d  u p o n  f r e e d o m  f ro m  M o l e s t a t i o n , 
t h a t  t a ke  t h e  R e m e d y  M r .  H o a d l y  p ro p o s e s .  I f 
the i r  Min i s t e r s  a re  unqua l i f y ’d ,  they  a re  l i ab l e  to 
be  p ro secu ted ,  fo r  l e av ing  the i r  own Church ,  and 
go ing  to  Wor sh ip  in  Ne ighbour ing  Pa r i she s .  And 
t h e r e f o r e  t h o ’ t h e  G e n t l e m a n  i n  h a s t  t e l l s  m e , 
T h a t  I  k n e w  I  c o u l d  n o t  p r o v e  w h a t  w a s  a s s e r t e d , 
(wh i ch  i s  bu t  an  odd  f an cy,  un l e s s  h e  cou l d  s e e 
my  i n  s i d e )  I  hope  upon  s e cond  Though t s  h e ’ l l 
a t  l e a s t  ow n ,  t h a t  ’t i s  p o s s i b l e  I  m i g h t  s e e m  t o
  my
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my se l f  to  d i scer n  some g rounds  for  what  was  ad- 
vanc’d:  And I ’ l l  add,  that  he’ l l  do his  Church some 
s e r v i c e,  i f  h e  c an  p rove  me  i n  t h i s  Po in t  Mi s t a - 
ken ,  which  wou ld  be  so  f a r  f rom g r i ev ing ,  tha t  I 
profess it would rejoice me. Be adds farther.

F i f th ly,  That  suppo s ing  an  unqua l i f y ’d  Min i s t e r  s e t - 
l e d  i n  a  Pa r i s h ,  Hi s  Pa r i s h i on e r s  a r e  no t  p r e s en t ly  i n 
s o  d e s p e ra t e  a  Cond i t i o n  a s  w e  r e p r e s e n t  t h em  t o  b e 
in :  The i r  Condi t ion would  be  bad  enough I  th ink 
ve r i l y,  i f  t h ey  we r e  s o  o b l i g ’d  t o  A c q u i e s c e  i n 
such  an  unqua l i f y ’d  Min i s t e r,  tha t  they  might  no t 
h ave  L i b e r t y  t o  r e s o r t  t o  a n o t h e r :  To o  b a d  t o 
a l low o f  any  P lea  I  shou ld  th ink  f rom such a s  a re 
s e n s i b l e ,  f o r  w h a t  E n d s  t h e  M i n i s t r y  wa s  A p - 
po in t ed  i n  t h e  Chu rch ;  a nd  how tho s e  End s  a re 
f r u s t a t e d ,  i f  w h e n  a  Pa r i s h  M i n i s t e r  i s  r e m a r k - 
ab l y  de f ec t ive  e i the r  i n  h i s  In t e l l e c tua l s  o r  Mor- 
a l s ,  a  Man  m igh t  no t  pu t  h im s e l f  unde r  t h e  Pa - 
s t o r a l  C o n d u c t  o f  a n o t h e r .  T h o ’ t h e  Pe o p l e  a r e 
no t  i nde ed  o b l i g ’d  t o  g i v e  u p  t h em s e l v e s  b l i n d ly  t o 
h i s  D i r e c t i o n ,  ye t  t hey  may  need  be t t e r  D i re c t i on 
t h a n  h e  c o u l d  g i ve  t h e m :  T h o u g h  t h e y  wo u l d 
no t  n e ed  t o  r e c e i v e  wh a t e v e r  h e  p r e a c h ’d  o r  t a u g h t 
w i t h  a n  imp l i c i t  f a i t h ;  ye t  b e t t e r  t e a ch ing  may  be 
nece s s a r y  f o r  t he i r  i n s t r uc t i on ;  and  a  be t t e r  L i f e 
n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r eve n t  d a n g e r  o f  t h e i r  b e i n g  e n - 
s n a r ’d  by  t h a t  E x a m p l e  o f  t h e i r  M i n i s t e r .  T h ey 
may  have  a  L i tu rgy  ’t i s  t r ue  l e t  the  Pa r i sh  Min i - 
s t e r  b e  wha t  b e  w i l l :  Bu t  t h a t  h av i n g  t h a t  r e a d 
among them, wil l  answer al l  the necessary ends of a 
Gospel  Mini s t r y,  i s  not  so evident  a s  to ga in ever y 
Man s  A s s en t  a t  t h e  f i r s t  men t i on i ng  i t .  Though 
we cannot  s ay  tha t  th i s  cons tant  appointed se r v ice 
i s  d e f e c t i v e  i n  a ny  t h i n g  n e c e s s a r y  t o  s a l va t i o n ,  o r 
t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a ny  t h i n g  i n  i t  d e s t r u c t i v e  o f  i t ,  ye t  i f 
G o d  h ave  a p p o i n t e d  a  M i n i s t r y  f o r  h i g h e r  e n d s 
i n  h i s  C h u rc h ,  t h a n  t h e  r e a d i n g  t h i s  s e r v i c e ,  I 
can’t  see what should hinder the People f rom look-
 M 4 ing
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ing out  for  Mini s ter s  that  wi l l  answer those higher 
ends ,  i f  those  tha t  a re  f ix ’d  by  Law amongs t  them 
a r e  i n c a p a b l e  o f  t h e m .  To  h ave  s u c h  a  s e r v i c e , 
i ts  our s, i s  i ts  g ranted is a great and unspeakable Hap- 
p ine s s ,  i f  we compare  our  se lve s  wi th  those  Coun- 
t r ie s  where  the  Pubick Prayer s  a re  in  an unknown 
Tongue :  And  compr a t ive l y  s o  con s i d e r ’d ,  we  a re 
f a r  f rom t e a c h i n g  o u r  P e o p l e  t o  t h i n k  l i g h t ly  o f  i t : 
A n d  ye t  t o  h ave  s u c h  M i n i s t e r s  t h a t  c a n  o n l y 
re ad  t h i s  s e r v i c e ,  a nd  a re  no t  a b l e  e i t h e r  t o  i n - 
s t r uc t  the  i gnoran t ,  o r  Di rec t  the  Consc i ence,  o r 
Comfo r t  t h e  Droop ing ,  o r  an swe r  t h e  o the r  im- 
p o r t a n t  e n d s  o f  t h e  M i n i s t r y  a n d  b e  c o n t e n d e d 
w i t h  t h e m ,  w h e n  we  m ay  h ave  b e t t e r ;  i s  s o  f a r 
f rom being an Happines s ,  that  i t  i s  a  weaknes s  few 
wou l d  b e  gu i l t y  o f  i n  a  t empo r a l  Conce r nmen t ; 
nor  would  i t  be  reckon’d  the  Wisdom of  any Men 
t o  p l e a d  f o r  i t .  ’ T i s  s a i d ,  t h e y  m ay  C o n s t a n t l y 
a t t e n d  u p on  t h i s  s e r v i c e  ( t hough  they  c an  h ave  no 
mo re , )  w i t h o u t  e n d a n g e r i n g  t h e i r  s a l va t i o n ,  i f  t h e y 
b e  t r u l y  s e r i o u s  t h e m s e l v e s :  A n d  i f  t h e y  m ay  w hy 
s h o u l d  t h e y  n o t ?  A  P l e a s a n t  A r gumen t  I  c on f e s s ! 
S o  a  M a n  m ay  s ay,  s u p p o s e  Pe o p l e  a r e  u n d e r  a 
Gover nment  tha t  w i l l  a l l ow them no  Min i s t e r s  a s 
a l l ,  t h e y  m ay  c o n t i n u e  w i t h o u t  t h e m ,  w i t h o u t 
e n d a n g e r i n g  t h e i r  S a l v a t i o n ,  i f  t h e y  b e  t r u l y 
s e r i ou s  t hemse l ve s :  And  i f  t hey  may,  why  shou ld 
t h ey  n o t ?  I s  n o t  t h i s  A r g u m e n t  a s  g o o d  a s  t h e 
o t h e r ?  Fo r ,  w i l l  n o t  t h e i r  ow n  S e r i o u s n e s s  s e - 
c u r e  t h e i r  S a l v a t i o n  w i t h o u t  a ny  M i n i s t e r s ,  a s 
we l l  a s  u n d e r  i n s u f f i c i e n t  M i n i s t e r s ?  A n d  s o  i t 
m ay  b e  c o n c l u d e d  u p o n  a s  g o o d  g ro u n d s ,  t h a t 
t hey  in  one  c a s e  shou ld  have  no  Min i s t e r s ,  a s  i n 
the  o ther,  tha t  they  shou ld  have  a s  good a s  none. 
Fo r  a s  f o r  t h e  p r i va t e  He l p s  a n d  A s s i s t a n c e s  men- 
t i on ’d ,  t hey  migh t  h ave  been  in  one  c a s e  a s  we l l 
a s  a n o t h e r .  L e t  M r .  H o a d l y  p a l l i a t e  t h e  m a t t e r 
a s  h e  p l e a s e s ,  I  mu s t  c o n f e s s  t o  m e  h a rd l y  a ny
  thing
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t h i n g  i s  m o re  u n a c c o u n t a b l e ,  t h a n  t o  h ave  D i - 
v ine s  p l e ad  fo r  Pe r son s  s a t i s f y ing  themse l ve s  un- 
de r  s u ch  P re a che r s  o f  t he  Go spe l ,  a s  e i t he r  s ub- 
s t a n t i a l l y  p e r ve r t  a nd  d ep r ave  i t ,  o r  who s e  p ro - 
f l i g a t e  L ive s  p roc l a im them oppose r s  and  enemie s 
to  the  ho ly  Ru le s  and  De s i gn  o f  i t .  Bu t  he  goe s 
on:  I f  they wi l l  l eave  the  publ i c k  Mini s t ra t ions  o f  the i r 
own  Pa r i s h  M in i s t e r  b e c a u s e  t h e y  t h i n k  h im  un qu a - 
l i f y ’d ,  s t i l l  h e r e  i s  n o  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  a  S e p a r a t i o n .  I 
a n swe r ;  T h e r e  m ay  b e  a  n e c e s s i t y  o f  a  S e p a r a - 
t i on  fo r  o the r  re a son s  t h a t  a re  i n s i s t ed  on  unde r 
t h e  o t h e r  H e a d s .  T h o ’ t h e r e  m ay  b e  M i n i s t e r s  o f 
t h e  e s t a b l i s h ’d  C h u r c h ,  w i t h i n  s o m e  c o n v e n i e n t  d i - 
s t a n c e  f r o m  t h e m ,  q u a l i f y ’d  t o  p r e a c h  t o  t h e m ;  ye t 
i t  i s  po s s i b l e  a l s o  i n  s ome  c a s e s ,  t h e re  may  no t : 
And  i f  the re  be,  I  c an ’t  pe rce ive  tha t  the  Canons 
o f  16 0 3 .  d o  a t  a l l  a l l ow  Pe r s o n s  t o  p u t  t h e m - 
s e l ve s  unde r  t he i r  Pa s t o r a l  Ca re.  I  mu s t  own  in - 
d e e d ,  w h a t  M r.  H o a d l y  r e f e r s  t o  m e  f o r ,  i s  my 
r e a l  s e n s e ,  v i z .  T h a t  i f  t h e y  g o  t o  a n o t h e r  Pa r i s h 
t h e  I n c o n ven i e n c e  i s  n o t  g r e a t ;  no r  wou ld  i t  b e  so, 
i f  a l l  M e n  h a d  t h e i r  f u l l  l i b e r t y  l e f t  t h e m .  B u t 
t h e  C h u r c h  i n  h e r  C a n o n s  a p p e a r s  o f  a n o t h e r 
m ind ,  and  make s  l i t t l e  d i s t i n c t i on ,  a s  I  c an  d i s - 
ce r n ,  be tween  communica t ing  s t a t ed ly  wi th  o the r 
P a r i s h  C h u r c h e s ,  a n d  w i t h  s e p a r a t e  C h u r c h e s . 
And  t h e re f o re  I  c an ’t  s e e  how  h i s  a r gu i ng  upon 
this Head can have any force.

We l l  t h e n ,  t o  s u m  u p  t h e  m a t t e r ;  I f  Pe r s o n s 
a re  no t  obl ig ’d  to  pa r t  wi th  the i r  Righ t  o f  choo- 
s i n g  t h e i r  ow n  Pa s t o r s ,  i n  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e 
Demand s  o f  a ny  e i t h e r  i n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h ’d  way ,  o r 
in  a  s e pa ra t e  way ;  i f  the  Inconven ienc ie s  and  Mi s- 
ch i e f s  a t t end ing  the  en joymen t  o f  t h i s  R igh t  a re 
i n f e r i ou r  t o  t ho s e  t h a t  wou ld  a r i s e  f rom the  re - 
l i nqu i s h i ng  i t ;  i f  many  a re  d i s cou r a g ’d  f rom f a l - 
l ing in with the Establ i shment,  as  not being able to 
bea r  to  have  a  Pa s to r  impos ’d  upon  them; i f  eve r y
  Man
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Man may be  l e f t  to  s i t  under  the  Pa s tor  whom he 
h i m s e l f  wo u l d  c h o o s e ,  w i t h o u t  d a m a g e  t o  t h e 
pub l i c k ;  i f  Mr.  Bax t e r  d i d  no t  ( a s  i s  i n s i nu a t ed ) 
a t t e m p t  t o  d e p r ive  t h e  Pe o p l e  o f  t h a t  R i g h t  i n 
t h i s  c a s e ,  and  t hey  may  s a f e l y  a s s e r t  t h e i r  R igh t 
wheneve r  i t  i s  i nvaded  to  the  de t r imen t  o f  t he i r 
re a l  Ed i f i c a t i on ;  i f  when  an  i n su f f i c i en t  and  un- 
qu a l i f y ’d  Pa r i s h  M in i s t e r  i s  impo s ’d  upon  t h em , 
they  a re  not  by  the  Cons t i tu t ion le f t  a t  l iber ty  to 
p rov i d e  o n e  f o r  t h e m s e l ve s  i n  w h o m  t h ey  m ay 
be  s a t i s f y ’d ,  i n  t he  e s t ab l i s h ’d  Church ,  any  more 
t h an  ou t  o f  i t ;  t h en  i s  Mr.  Hoad ly ’s  a t t emp t  up - 
o n  t h i s  H e a d  f r u i t l e s s :  A n d  t h e  A r g u m e n t  m a y 
do  a s  mu c h  t owa rd s  t h e  Ju s t i f i c a t i on  o f  t h e  P ra c t i c e  o f 
t h e  D i s s e n t e r s ,  a s  i t  wa s  p re t ended  i t  wou ld  when 
i t  wa s  p rodu c ed ;  a nd  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  Co n s t i t u t i o n 
undu l y  impo s e s  upon  t h em ,  i t  m ay  b e  a l l e d g ’d  i n 
their Vindication.

I t  b e i n g  m e n t i o n ’d  a s  a  f a r t h e r  O b j e c t i o n  i n 
t h i s  c a s e ,  T h a t  t h e  M e t h o d  o f  t h e  e s t a b l i s h ’d 
Church  b roke  in  upon Oeconomica l  Gover nment , 
Mr.  Hoad ly  t u r n s  i t  o f f  l i gh t l y,  t ho ’ i n  re a l i t y  i t 
h a s  no  sma l l  d i f f i c u l t y.  He  a n swe r s  t h e  Que r i e s 
by  a  f ew  Ob s e r va t i o n s,  wh i c h  ( h e  s ay s )  we  w i l l  n o t 
d e ny  t o  b e  t r u e .  B u t  t h ey  a r e  c o n s i d e r ’d  b e f o r e , 
and  I  am  no t  f o r  repe t i t i on s :  I n s t e ad  o f  t h em,  I 
sha l l  c lose,  the Head with some Remarks  upon hi s 
additional Questions.

I  g r a n t  i t  a n  u n s p e a k a b l e  H a p p i n e s s ,  t h a t  we 
l i ve  i n  a  C h r i s t i a n  a n d  P r o t e s t a n t  C o u n t r y,  w h e r e 
t h e  B i b l e  l i e s  op en  t o  a l l ,  and  whe r e  t h e r e  a r e  a s  ex - 
c e l l en t  and use fu l  Books  f o r  the  Edi f i c a t i on  o f  the  Peo- 
p l e  a s  c an  b e ;  and  ye t  I  th ink  a  l ive ly  s e r iou s  Mi- 
n i s t r y  a  va s t  a d va n t a g e ,  e a r n e s t l y  t o  b e  d e s i r ’d , 
a n d  c a r e f u l l y  t o  b e  s e c u r ’d ,  w h a t eve r  h a z a rd  i s 
r un  in  o ther  re spec t s .  I  g r an t  the  publ i ck  Se r v ice 
appoin ted  wi th  a l l  i t s  Defc t s  and  Di sorder s ,  to  be 
va s t l y  p re f e r a b l e  t o  t h e  La t i n  S e r v i c e  i n  Po p i s h
  Countries;
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Countr ie s ;  and yet  I ’m f ar  f rom thinking the read- 
ing thi s  Service a  suf f ic ient  d i scharge of  the Mini- 
ster ia l  Function. I  own it  a g reat Mercy, that in the 
e s t abl i sh ’d  Church  the re  a re  s o  many  ab l e  Tea c h e r s, 
t o  wh om  t h e  P e o p l e  may,  u p o n  a l l  o c c a s i o n s,  r e s o r t : 
And ye t  I  can ’t  th ink the i r  Abi l i ty  neces sa r i ly  ob- 
l iges  a l l  that  l ive in the Par i shes  of  which they are 
Incumbent s ,  to  acquie sce  in  them as  the i r  Pa s tor s , 
i f  they have other s  a t  hand,  whole  Gi f t s  appear  to 
t h e m  ( a c c o rd i n g  t o  t h e  b e s t  Ju d g m e n t  t h ey  c a n 
p a s s )  mo re  s u i t a b l e  t o  t h e i r  Cap a c i t i e s  a nd  C i r - 
c u m s t a n c e s :  N o r  c a n  I  s e e  u p o n  w h a t  r a t i o n a l 
g round s  they  cou ld  a cqu ie s ce  in  tho se  Pe r son s  a s 
t h e i r  Pa s t o r s ,  (we re  t h ey  eve r  s o  de s e r v ing )  t h a t 
h ave  t y ’d  t h e i r  ow n  H a n d s ,  a n d  a r e  u n d e r  s u c h 
Res t ra in t s  tha t  they cannot ,  or  so  d i s- inc l in ’d  tha t 
t hey  w i l l  no t ,  d i s pen s e  the  Ord inance s  o f  Chr i s t 
in  such a  way a s  where in with sa t i s f ac t ion to the i r 
Con s c i en c e s  t h ey  may  en j oy  t h em .  And  s uppo s e 
I  s hou l d  own ,  t h a t  w i t h  ou r  a bundan t  He l p s  t h e 
S a l va t i o n  o f  t h e  P e o p l e  wo u l d  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  b e 
h az a rd e d  by  t h e i r  a t t e n d an c e  u p on  t h e  p u b l i c k  Wa r - 
s h i p ,  ( i n  the  e s t ab l i sh ’d  Church )  b e c au s e  t h e i r  own 
Pa r i s h  M i m s t e r  i s  n o t  q u a l i f y ’d  t o  i n s t r u c t  t h e m ;  I 
t h i n k  ye t  t h e y  wo u l d  d i s c ove r  l i t t l e  v a l u e  f o r 
the i r  Sou l s ,  and  l i t t l e  conce r n  fo r  the i r  Improve- 
men t ,  i f  t h ey  d i d  no t  c a re f u l l y  s e cu re  t o  t h em- 
se lves  the  mod advantageous  Ass i s t ances  which the 
P rov i dence  o f  God  g ave  t h em an  oppo r tun i t y  o f 
enjoying.

Fo r  my  p a r t ,  I  t h i nk  t h e  S o u l s  o f  t h e  P e o p l e  a s 
mu c h  i n  d an g e r  f r om  an  unqua l i f y ’d  M in i s t e r,  a s  t h e 
H e a l t h  o f  t h e i r  B o d i e s  f r o m  a  b a d  P hy s i c i a n :  A n d 
tho ’ Mr.  Hoad ly ,  i n  t he  Phy s i c i an ’s  c a s e ,  h a s  ad - 
d e d  t h i s  Pa s s a g e ,  w h o m  t h e y  a r e  e n t i r e l y  t o  t r u s t , 
ye t  I  c an ’t  s ee  wha t  ob l i g a t ion  any  Man  i s  unde r 
t o  t r u s t  h i s  Phy s i c i a n  a ny  f a r t h e r  t h an  h e  i s  s a - 
t i s f y ’d  o f  h i s  A b i l i t y  a n d  I n t e g r i t y ;  a n d  s o  f a r ,
  I hope,
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I  hope,  h e  may  t r u s t  h i s  Min i s t e r  t oo,  i n  t h i ng s 
o f  w h i c h  h e  h i m s e l f  m ay  n o t  b e  s o  c a p a b l e  t o 
pa s s  a  judgment .  Fa r  be  i t  f rom me to  th ink ,  tha t 
t h e  Peop l e  m igh t  no t  f i n d  o u t  q u a l i f y ’d  Gu i d e s  i n 
a l l  t h e  w h o l e  E s t a b l i s h m e n t ;  b u t  I ’ m  s u r e  m a ny 
c a n ’t  f i n d  t h e m  i n  t h e i r  ow n  Pa r i s h e s :  A n d  i f 
they  d id ,  when  they  p re tend  to  a  Righ t  no t  on ly 
t o  the  Pa r i s h  Ma in t enance,  (wh i ch  ou t  o f  reg a rd 
t o  p u b l i c k  O rd e r ,  o u r  Pe o p l e  a r e  f r e e  t o  g i ve 
t h e m )  b u t  t o  t a k e  t h e  c h a r g e  o f  t h e i r  S o u l s , 
w i t hou t  a s k i n g  t h e i r  c on s en t ,  t h i s  l ook s  l i ke  a n 
E n c ro a c h m e n t ,  w h e r e  t h e  Pe o p l e  h ave  a  R i g h t 
to  L ibe r t y ;  and  na tu r a l l y  t end s  to  aba t e  th a t  Re- 
spec t ,  wh ich  the  va luab l e  Ab i l i t i e s  o f  such  Min i - 
s t e r s  wo u l d  o t h e r w i s e  c o m m a n d .  I n  m a t t e r s  o f 
th i s  na ture,  a s  I  love  to  be  l e f t  to  the  f reedom of 
my own Sent iment s ,  so  I  can  y ie ld  tha t  a l l  o ther s 
en joy  t he  l i ke  f re edom:  Bu t  f o r  my  p a r t ,  I  mu s t 
n e e d s  s a y,  we r e  t h e r e  s u c h  a n  E s t a b l i s h m e n t  a s 
M r.  H o a d l y  m e n t i o n s ,  i n  w h i c h  t h e r e  w e r e  p r o - 
v i d e d  a n d  s e t t l e d  a b l e  P hy s i c i a n s,  a n d  g o o d  Tu t o r s, 
p r o p e r  Tra d e s,  wh o l s om e  D i e t ,  a n d  s u f f i c i e n t  C l o t h - 
i n g  f o r  my  Ch i l d r en ,  I  shou ld  be  f a r  f rom th ink ing 
i t  my  D u t y  t o  r e c e d e  f r o m  my  R i g h t  t o  h ave  t h e 
m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e m  my  s e l f ;  n o r  s h o u l d  I  r e s t 
s a t i s f y ’d ,  i f  I  s aw any rea son to.  apprehend I  could 
d o  b e t t e r  f o r  t h e m :  A n d  I  f a n c y  I  s h a l l  h a ve 
m o s t  s e n s i b l e  p a r e n t s  c o n c u r r i n g  w i t h  m e .  B u t 
t hen  a s  t o  t he  o the r  c a s e  he  pu t s  w i th  re f e rence 
to our  Chi ldren,  i f  he ’ l l  d i s t ingui sh between Chi l- 
d ren  in  the i r  Minor i t y,  and  when  they  a re  g rown 
up  to  Yea r s  o f  D i s c re t i on ,  I  t h ink  the  D i f f i cu l t y 
vanishes.

F o r  t h o ’  i f  m y  C h i l d r e n  w h i l e  M i n o r s , 
s hou l d ,  when  I  r e q u i r e  t h em  t o  w o r s h i p  Go d  w i t h 
me,  b e g  my  ex cu s e ,  I  shou ld  re fu s e  i t ,  and  u s e  my 
Au tho r i t y  ove r  t h em ;  t h i s  b e i ng  a  ma t t e r  wh i ch 
God ha th  sub jec ted  to  the  Parenta l  Author i ty  du-
  ring
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r ing  Minor i t y ;  ye t  i f  when  g rown up  to  Yea r s  o f 
Unde r s t and ing ,  t h ey  s hou ld  c l a im  a  R i g h t  t o  l o o k 
a f t e r  t h em s e l v e s ,  I  mu s t  con f e s s  I  cou ld  no t  g a in - 
s ay  i t .  I  s hou l d  i nd e ed  t h i nk  i t  my  Du t y  t o  a r - 
gue  w i th  them,  and  to  endeavour  by  Rea son  and 
Sc r i p tu re  t o  conv ince  t he i r  Judgmen t s ,  i f  I  re a l - 
l y  t hough t  t h em  gu i l t y  o f  I r re gu l a r i t y  a s  t o  t h e 
Wo r s h i p  o f  G o d :  B u t  i f  t h i s  wo u l d  n o t  d o ,  I 
c o u l d  n o t  s e e  h ow  I  c o u l d  b e  j u s t i f y ’d  i n  a ny 
other  Method.  This ,  Mr.  Hoadly  s ays ,  would  f i l l  ou r 
Fami l i e s  w i t h  su c h  Qua r r e l s,  and  su c h  Ha t r e d s,  a s  h e 
is sure we would not know how to bear . But this depends 
upon  the  Tempet s  o f  tho se  conce r n ’d ;  and  I  have 
known i t  in Fact  otherwise more than once.  I  have 
known  Fami l i e s  whe re  t h e  Hu sb and  h a s  f o l l ow ’d 
one  Pa s t o r ,  t h e  Wi f e  a no t h e r,  a nd  t h e  Ch i l d ren 
t h a t  we re  g rown  up  s eve r a l  o t h e r s ,  a c co rd i ng  t o 
t h e i r  d i f f e r e n t  I n c l i n a t i o n s ;  a n d  ye t  t h e y  h ave 
l i v ’d  v e r y  l o v i n g l y  t o g e t h e r ,  w i t h o u t  a n y  o f 
t h o s e  Q u a r r e l s  a n d  H a t r e d s  M r .  H o a d l y  m e n - 
tions.

Bu t  s uppo s ing  th i s  s hou ld  occ a s i on  any  Hea t s ,’ 
he  ha s  not  put  us  in  a  way to  prevent  them.  Must 
t h e  M a s t e r  o f  t h e  F a m i l y  c a r r y  i t  by  A u t h o r i t y 
ove r  a l l  u n d e r  h i s  R o o f ?  Po s s i b l y  t h a t  m ay  b e 
y ie lded i f  he  goes  to  h i s  Par i sh  Church.  But  mus t 
i t  b e  s o  t o o,  s u p p o s e  h e  g o e s  t o  a  D i s s e n t i n g 
M e e t i n g ?  T h i s  i s  a  c a s e  t h a t  s h o u l d  b e  s u p - 
p o s ’d  a s  we l l  a s  t h e  o t h e r ;  a n d  t h e  I n c o nve n i - 
ence  th a t  may  th a t  way  a r i s e ,  s hou ld  have  a  Re- 
medy ;  wh i ch  I  c anno t  s e e  t h a t  h e  h a s  p rov i d ed , 
any  more  than  I  c an ,  tha t  the  Ques t ion s  p ropos ’d 
u p o n  t h i s  H e a d  a r e  a n swe r ’d ,  t h o ’ h e  s ay s  t h ey 
are.

Upon  the  who l e  t hen ,  Pea c e  and  Ord e r  a re  no t 
su f f i c i en t  re a son s  fo r  Pe r son s  en t i re  p a r t i ng  w i th 
the i r  Right  to  choose  the i r  own Pa s to r s ;  fo r  they 
may  be  ma in t a in ’d  a s  f a r  a s  i s  nece s s a r y  w i th  the
  retaining
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r e t a i n i ng  o f  t h a t  R i gh t :  And  i t  i s  h i gh l y  un re a - 
s on ab l e  t o  u r g e  Men  t o  p a r t  w i t h  t h i s  R i gh t  t o 
put  themse lves  under  an qua l i fy ’d  sp i r i tua l  Guides , 
which  ye t  i s  nece s s a r y  in  some ca se s  accord ing  to 
the  p re sen t  Cons t i tu t ion  under  the  Es t abl i shment . 
And tho’ there  may be  some ca se s  which th i s  P lea 
w i l l  no t  s u i t ;  ye t  whe re  i t  do e s  s u i t ,  i t  i s  g ood 
a n d  s t ro n g .  A n d  i f  M r.  H o a d ly  w i l l  c o n s u l t  t h e 
l e a r ned  *  Blond e l ,  pe rhap s  he ’ l l  f ind  tha t  the re  i s 
more  to  be  s a i d  i n  p roo f  o f  t he  d iv ine  Or i g in a l , 
a n d  u n a l i e n a b l e n e s s  o f  t h i s  R i g h t ;  a n d  a l s o  f o r 
i t s  e xe rc i s e  f o r  m a ny  A g e s  i n  t h e  C h u rc h ,  t h a n 
h e  i m a g i n ’d  w h e n  h e  m a d e  s o  l i g h t  o f  i t . 
H e  i s  v e r y  l a r g e  u p o n  t h i s  H e a d .  A n d  o u r 
Famous  Mas t e r  F ox ,  s p e ak ing  o f  t he  T ime  o f  830 
Year s  a f te r  Chr i s t ,  thus  expre s se s  h imse l f :  Likewi s e 
Vowson s  and  P lu ra l i t i e s  o f  Ben i f i c e s,  we r e  t h ing s  t h en 
a s  mu c h  unkn own  a s  n ow  t h e y  a r e  p e r n i c i o u s  t o  t h e 
Chur c h ,  t ak ing  away  a l l  t r u e  E l e c t i on s  f r om th e  F l o c k 
of Christ.

A n o t h e r  A r g u m e n t ,  p l e a d e d  by  t h e  Pe o p l e  i n 
d e f e n c e  o f  t h e i r  N o n c o n f o r m i t y,  i s  t a ke n  f ro m 
t h e  wa n t  o f  D i s c i p l i n e  i n  t h e  C h u r c h .  B u t  i n  t h i s 
Mr.  H .  c an  s e e  no  Cons equen c e ,  whi l e  o ther s  th ink 
i t  i s  ve r y  s t rong .  H i s  Sugg e s t i on s  a re  t h e s e .  He 
s ay s ,  A Sepa ra t i on  c anno t  p o s s i b ly  c on t r i bu t e  t o  D i s - 
c i p l i n e .  I  a n s we r ;  I t  m a y  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  i t  a - 
mong  t ho s e  t h a t  s e p a r a t e  a nd  i t  may  n e c e s s i t a t e 
t ho s e  a l s o  f rom whom they  s ep a r a t e  t o  g ive  way 
to  i t ,  i f  eve r  t hey  wou ld  e f f e c t  a  Coa l i t i on .  Bu t 
t hen  he  add s ,  Tha t  a  Sepa r a t i on  i s  no t  a l l owab l e, 
s uppo s i n g  i t  c ou l d  e f f e c t u a l ly  p r omo t e  t h i s  D i s c i p l i n e . 
T h i s  wo u l d  e a s i l y  b e  g r a n t e d ,  we r e  S e p a r a t i o n 
i n  i t  s e l f  s i m p l y  c o n s i d e r ’d  a  r e a l  E v i l :  B u t  i f 
a  Sepa r a t ion  wi th  a  cha r i t ab l e  Sp i r i t ,  i n  o rde r  to 
a  n e a re r  a p p ro a c h  t o  t h e  R u l e  o f  S c r i p t u re ,  b e 
s o  f a r  f rom be ing  a  re a l  Ev i l ,  a s  t o  b e  i n  i t  s e l f 
n o t  o n l y  j u s t i f i a b l e ,  b u t  h i g h l y  c o m m e n d a b l e ,
  (which
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(wh i ch  he  mus t  a l l ow  ou r  Peop l e  t o  be l i eve,  t i l l 
i t  i s  b e t t e r  d i s p rov ’d )  t h en  i s  h i s  Po s i t i on  upon 
just Grounds Deny’d.

H e  f a r t h e r  p l e a d s ,  t h a t  t h o u g h  t h e  D i s c i p l i n e 
de s i r ’d  in  the  Church  be  no t  to  be  found ,  ye t  we 
may  L i v e  i n  t h e  Commun i o n  o f  i t ,  w i t h o u t  h az a rd - 
ing  ou r  own Sa lva t i on,  o r  be ing  de f i l ’d  by  the  Wic ked- 
n e s s  o f  t h e  P r o p h a n e .  B e  i t  g r a n t e d  h i m ;  y e t 
s t i l l  eve r y  Ch r i s t i a n  b e i n g  ob l i g ’d  t o  t a ke  c a re , 
t h a t  h e  l i ve  i n  t h e  U s e  o f  a l l  G o d s  O rd i n a n c e s 
a n d  C o m m a n d m e n t s ,  i t  f o l l ow s  t h a t  w h e r e  a l l 
Ch r i s t s  I n s t i t u t i on s  ( o f  wh i ch  D i s c i p l i n e  i s  one ) 
a r e  n o t  t o  b e  h a d ,  C h r i s t i a n s  m a y  p e a c e a b l y 
withdraw, and seek them where they can f ind them. 
But then he says, in the Churches set up in Opposition, 
there will certainly be Men of as bad Pr inciples as had 
designs, car rying forward their own Pr ivate ends un- 
der the Cloak of separation, and the colour of greater 
Pur i ty  then they wi l l  a l low their  neighbour s .  I  an- 
swe r ,  we  a r e  f a r  f ro m  p re t e n d i n g  o u r  C h u rc h e s 
a r e  w i t h o u t  m i x t u r e ,  we  k n ow  ve r y  we l l ,  t h a t 
t h e re  a re  no  su ch  Churche s  t o  be  expec t ed  he re 
o n  E a r t h :  A n d  y e t  w e  t h i n k  w e  m a y  w i t h - 
out  Vani ty pretend,  to be more,  care fu l  a s  to Con- 
f o r m i t y  t o  t h e  Ru l e  o f  S c r i p t u re  i n  t h i s  re s p e c t 
t h a n  t h e  E s t a b l i s h t  C h u r c h .  T h o u g h  we  p r e - 
t e n d  n o t  t h a t  o u r  A m e n d m e n t s  w o u l d  m a k e  t h e 
Chur c h so  pe r f e c t  in  i t s  Dis c ip l ine,  tha t  the re  should be 
none seen in i t  but  Pious  and Devout  Per sons :  No Sir, 
we  a re  no t  such  Vi s i ona r i e s :  ye t  we  th ink  the  too 
Vi s ib l e  Pro f ana t ion  o f  the  mos t  s ac red  In s t i tu t ion 
o f  our  Re l i g ion ,  In  the  Chur c h  o f  Eng l and ,  m igh t 
ea s i l y  be  prevented ,  would  the  Cons t i tu t ion  a l low 
i t .  Tho ’ we  c an ’t  unde r t a ke  t h a t  a ny  S e t t l emen t 
cou ld  be  s o  h appy,  a s  t h a t  t h e re  s hou ld  be  none 
i n  t h e  V i s i b l e  C o m mu n i o n  o f  t h e  C h u r c h ,  bu t 
su c h  a s  have  r enounc ’d  a  f l e sh ly  and s ensua l ,  a  wor ld ly  
a n d  p r o f a n e  L i f e ;  ye t  we  t h i n k  o u r  Pe o p l e  h ave
  very
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ve r y  good  re a s on  t o  b e  ave r s e  f rom  a cqu i e s c i n g 
i n  s u ch  a  Con s t i t u t i on ,  a s  w i l l  f o rc e  Pe r s on s  t o 
Commun i c a t e  who  don ’t  c re d i b l y  p ro f e s s  t o  r e - 
nounce  a  wicked L i se ;  o r  whose  Pro fe s s ion  i s  no- 
t o r i o u s l y  c o n t r a d i c t e d  by  a n  o p e n l y  s c a n d a l o u s 
C o nve r s a t i o n .  T h o ’ we  a r e  f a r  f r o m  t h i n k i n g 
t h e  C h u rc h  c a n  eve r  b e  s o  p e r f e c t ,  a s  t h a t  n o n e 
t h a t  d e s e r v e  C e n s u r e  s h o u l d  b e  s c r e e n e d ,  a n d  n o n e 
t h a t  d e s e r v e  E n c o u r a g e m e n t  s h o u l d  b e  c e n s u r ’d ;  ye t 
we  k n ow  a n d  a r e  we l l  a s s u r e d ,  ( a n d  h ave  m a ny 
o f  ou r  B re t h ren  own ing  a s  much )  t h a t  t h e  Cen - 
s u r e s  o f  t h e  Chu r c h ,  bo th  m igh t  a nd  ough t  t o  b e 
m a n a g ’d  m o re  a g r e e a b l y  t o  S c r i p t u r e ;  a n d  c a n - 
not  s ee  wha t  i t  s i gn i f i e s  to  be  cont inua l l y  wi sh ing 
w h a t  i s  n o t  e n d e avo u r ’d  t o  b e  e f f e c t e d .  W h e n 
Mr.  Hoad ly  moves  for  our  unde r t ak ing  in  th i s  ca se, 
he seems not  so  sens ible  o f  the  needfu lnes s  o f  an- 
o t h e r  s o r t  o f  D i s c i p l i n e ,  i n  c o n f o r m i t y  t o  t h e 
R u l e  o f  S c r i p t u r e ,  a s  i t  we r e  t o  b e  w i s h ’d .  A s 
f o r  u n d e r t a k i n g  f o r  o u r  P e o p l e  t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  b e 
p e r s u a d e d  t h a t  o u r  A m e n d m e n t s  w o u l d  m a k e  t h e 
Chur ch pe r f e c t ,  tha t  they mayn’t  l i e  under  the  same ne- 
c e s s i t y  o f  s e p a ra t i n g  s t i l l :  Th i s ,  t o  u s e  the  Gen t l e - 
m a n ’s  ow n  P h r a s e ,  i s  r a t h e r  B a n t e r  t h a n  A r g u - 
m e n t ;  i t  i s  a  n e e d l e s s  P ro p o s a l  u n l e s s  o u r  Pe o - 
p l e  t h o u g h t  Pe r f e c t i o n  r e a l l y  h e r e  a t t a i n a b l e ; 
w h i c h  i s  w h a t  we  t h a t  k n ow  t h e m  b e s t  c a n n o t 
d i s c ove r :  B u t  w i t h  h i s  g o o d  l e ave  we  mu s t  d e - 
c l a re  aga in s t  any  such  Cons t i tu t ion  a s  shou ld  ob- 
obl ige  u s  to  unde r t ake  e i ther  for  our  se lve s  or  our 
Pe o p l e ,  t h a t  we ’ l l  b e  s o  t y ’d  d ow n ,  a s  t h a t  we 
may  not  upon conv ic t ion  a l t e r  the  Methods  com- 
monly  u sed ,  i f  i t  be  nece s s a r y  in  order  to  a  g rea- 
t e r  c o n f o r m i t y  t o  S c r i p t u r e .  B u t  t h e n  h e  a d d s , 
We d o  i l l  t o  p r o d u c e  t h a t  a s  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  P l e a  f o r 
our  Peop le,  whi c h we would not  th ink su f f i c i en t  to  keep 
o u r  s e l v e s  f r o m  c o n f o r m i n g  t o  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  E n g - 
l a nd ,  a n d  t h u s  t o  p e r p e t u a t e  t h e  c a u s e  o f  D i v i s i o n .
  But
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Bu t  i s  h e re  a ny  t h i n g  o f  a n  A r gumen t !  Suppo s e 
we  d i d  a l l e d g e  t h a t  f o r  o u r  Pe o p l e ,  w h i c h  we 
r e a l l y  f i n d  t h e m  o f t e n  p l e a d ,  t h o ’ i t  wo u l d  n o t 
ke e p  u s  f ro m  c o n f o r m i n g ,  i f  i n  t h e i r  p l a c e ;  i s 
t h i s  s o  a b s u rd ?  I s  t h e re  a ny  n e c e s s i t y  t h a t  t h e i r 
Consc iences  and our s  mus t  be  exac t ly  o f  the  s ame 
d i m e n s i o n s ?  M ay n ’t  t h e y  b e  a f r a i d  o f  s i n n i n g , 
a nd  t h e reupon  i n  Con s c i e n c e  f o r b e a r ,  i n  t h i n g s 
t h a t  we  m ay  ye t  t h i n k  we  m ay  l aw f u l l y  c o m p l y 
w i t h ?  A n d  m ay n ’t  we  i n  s u c h  a  c a s e  p r o d u c e 
t h e i r  P l e a  w i t h o u t  a p p rov i n g  i t ?  I ’ m  a t  a  l o s s 
f o r  t h e  I n con s i s t e n cy !  Howeve r,  ’t i s  no t  t hu s  i n 
t h i s  m a t t e r .  Fo r  we  l ay  e q u a l  s t r e s s  w i t h  t h e m 
o n  t h e  wa n t  o f  D i s c i p l i n e  i n  t h e  C h u rc h ;  n e i - 
the r  c an  I  d i s ce r n  any  founda t ion  fo r  so  much  a s 
a  s u r m i s e  o f  t h e  c o n t r a r y.  A n d  t h e r e f o r e  h i s 
c h a r g i n g  u s  w i t h  p e r p e t u a t i n g  t h e  Cau s e  o f  D i v i - 
s i o n ,  i s  a  g round l e s s  Cen su re ;  and  a  t r an s f e r r i ng 
upon  u s  t he  gu i l t  o f  h i s  own  Church ,  i n  wh i ch , 
a f t e r  s o  m a n y  C o m p l a i n t s ,  n o t h i n g  h a t h  b e e n 
done in a way of redress.

Bu t  h e  go e s  on ,  a nd  s ay s .  Tha t  S e p a r a t i o n  ( on 
t h i s  a c c o u n t )  i s  n o  g r e a t e r  a  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e 
d i s l i k e  o f  t h e  P e o p l e ,  t h a n  w h a t  t h e y  m i g h t  g i v e , 
a n d  s t i l l  r e m a i n  C o n f o r m i s t s .  W h i c h  I  d e n y ; 
s i n c e  t o  man i f e s t  d i s l i ke  i n  s u ch  a  way  a s  t o  do 
W h a t  l i e s  o n  t h e m  i n  t h e i r  s e ve r a l  p l a c e s  t o - 
wa rd s  t h e  red re s s i ng  wha t  i s  comp l a i n ’d  o f ,  c a r - 
r i e s  the  po in t  much f a r ther,  than  to  s ign i f i e  the i r 
d i s l i ke ,  a n d  ye t  f i t  s t i l l  c o n t e n t e d l y  w i t h  t h e i r 
H a n d s  b o u n d ,  o n l y  s e n d i n g  u p  o n c e  a  Ye a r  a n 
in s ign i f i cant  Wish .  I f  th i s  Sepa ra t i on ,  however  c an - 
no t  b e  w i thou t  s ad  and  un c h r i s t i an  Cons equen c e s ,  the 
m o r e  a r e  t h e y  t o  b l a m e ,  w h o ,  a f t e r  s o  m a n y 
C o m p l a i n t s ,  c o u l d  n o t  b e  p r eva i l ’d  o n  t o  m a ke 
a n y  a d v a n c e  t o w a r d s  t h a t  D i s c i p l i n e  i n  t h e 
Church ,  t h a t  m igh t  h ave  p reven t ed  the s e  Con se - 
r e n c e s ;  w h i c h  i s  t h e  m o r e  i n e x c u s a b l e ,  w h e n
 N they
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they have profes s ’d a l l  a long themselves ,  to be ear- 
ne s t l y  Wish i n g ,  wha t  t h ey  cou ld  no t  be  p reva i l ’d 
w i t h ,  t o  d o  a ny  t h i n g  t o  e f f e c t .  A n d  i f ,  a f t e r 
a l l ,  such  a  Sepa r a t ion  c anno t  p r omo t e  t h i s  Re f o r ma- 
t i o n ,  i t  mu s t  b e  b e c au s e  t h e s e  Gen t l e t h en  won ’t 
con t r ibu te  to  the  an swer ing  the i r  own Wishe s ,  o f 
t he  Rea sonab l ene s s  o f  wh i ch  P rocedu re  o f  t he i r s 
it is left to the World to judge.

I  hav ing  sugge s t ed ,  Tha t  t h e  o l d  Pu r i t an s  g r o an ’d 
und e r  t h e  wan t  o f  D i s c i p l i n e,  and  ye t  w e r e  a g a i n s t  a 
S epa ra t i on ,  a s  l ong  a s  t h e r e  wa s  any  hop e  o f  Amend- 
m e n t ;  h e  q u e r i e s.  Wh e t h e r  t h e y  h a v e  l e f t  a ny  t h i n g 
b e h i n d  t h e m ,  f r o m  w h i c h  w e  c a n  f a i r l y  c o l l e c t  i t  t o 
h a v e  b e e n  t h e i r  o p i n i o n ,  t h a t  t h o ’ a  S e p a r a t i o n  wa s 
u n l aw f u l  i n  t h e i r  Day s,  y e t  i t  w o u l d  b e  l aw f u l  a n d 
n e c e s s a r y  i n  o u r  T i m e s,  i f  a n  A m e n d m e n t  w e r e  n o t 
m a d e ?  And  h e  g ive s  t h i s  r e a s on  f o r  h i s  d emand : 
Bec au s e  ( he  s ay s )  i f  t h e y  h a v e,  t h e y  a r e  v e r y  mu c h 
m i s r e p r e s en t e d ,  o r  n o t o r i ou s ly  i n c on s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h em- 
s e l v e s ;  a n d  i f  t h e y  h a v e  n o t ,  t h e y  a r e  w h o l l y  f o r - 
s ak en  by  u s,  who  p r e t end  t o  t r e ad  i n  t h e i r  S t ep s,  and 
y e t  o p p o s e  s om e  o f  t h e i r  m a i n  P r i n c i p l e s .  I  a n swe r 
Mr.  Hoad ly  wou ld  not  need  to  be  pe r f e c t ly  r e ad  i t s 
t h e i r  Wr i t i n g s ,  t o  be  ab l e  t o  ob s e r ve,  t h a t  i n  t he 
Re ign  o f  Queen  El i z a b e t h ,  t h ey  l ook ’d  upon  the 
C h u r c h  a s  a  R e f o r m i n g  C h u r c h ,  t h a t  c o n f e s s ’d 
t h e  Wo r k  o f  R e f o r m a t i o n  y e t  u n f i n i s h ’d  a n d 
the re fo re  they  dec l a r ’d  they  were  fo r  adhe r ing  to 
the  publ i ck  Ord inance s  in  the  Church ,  t i l l  a  be t - 
t e r  s e a son  shou ld  o f f e r  f o r  a  f a r t h e r  advance.  I n 
the  Admoni t i on ,  and other  Wr i t ings  o f  tha t  Reign, 
t h ey  p re s en t ed  t h e i r  G r i evance s ,  wh i ch  t h ey  ap - 
p rehended  requ i r ’d  a  Red re s s ,  t o  t h e  Con s i d e r a - 
t i o n  o f  C h u r c h  a n d  S t a t e :  A n d  t h o ’ t h e y  m e t 
w i t h  m a n y  D i s c o u r a g e m e n t s ,  t h e y  ye t  l i v ’d  i n 
h o p e ,  t h a t  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  w o u l d  a t  l e n g t h 
compleat the Reformation.
  This
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T h i s  h e  m ay  s e e  p l a i n l y  i f  h e ’ l l  bu t  p e r u s e  a 
l i t t l e  B o o k ,  c a l l ’d ,  T h e  P l e a  o f  t h e  I n n o c e n t .  A  
Book  wr i t t en  w i th  t h a t  S e r i ou sne s s  and  Tempe r,  
t h a t  I  c a n  h a rd l y  a p p re h e n d  h e  w i l l  r e c ko n  t h e 
t ime  mi spen t  tha t  wou ld  be  t aken  up  in  pe r u s ing 
i t .  N e i t h e r  c a n  a ny  o n e  t h a t  r e a d s  t h a t ,  w h i c h 
was cal l ’d The Mil l enary Pet i t ion  (which he may f ind 
i n  Fu l l e r ’s  Chu r c h  H i s t o r y )  p re s en t ed  t o  K .  J am e s 
soon  a f t e r  h i s  a cce s s ion to  the  Throne  o f  Eng l and ,  
t h i n k  a n y  f a r t h e r  E v i d e n c e  n e e d f u l ,  t h a t  t h e y 
had stillthe same hopes.

A f t e r  t h e  C a n o n s  we r e  s e t t l e d  i n  16 0 3 ,  a n d 
r i go rou s l y  pu t  i n  Execu t ion  in  the  Yea r s  f o l l ow- 
ing ,  t hey  a t  l eng th  e a r ne s t l y  Pe t i t i on ’d  f o r  a  To- 
leration; begging they might have 
liber ty allow’d them to worship 
God without  Impos i t ions ,  and 
Reform their own Churches ac- 
cording to the Rule of Scr ipture: 
Bu t  i t  wa s  re fu s ’d  them.  And 
yet  s t i l l  they wai ted,  in  hopes 
that their Pleas would at last be 
cons ide r ’d ,  and  the i r  Rea sons 
comp ly ’d  w i th .  He,  i n  the  mean  t ime,  t h a t  c a re - 
fu l ly  obser ves  the i r  Wr i t ings  aga ins t  the  Browni s t s , 
w i l l  f i nd ,  tha t  they  were  ma in ly  aga in s t  the i r  Se - 
paration upon two accounts.

F i r s t ,  B e c an f e  t h ey  no t  on l y  w i t hd rew  f rom  a 
t r u e  Chu rch ,  t h a t  re t a i n ’d  a l l  E s s en t i a l s ;  bu t  s e - 
p a r a t e d  f r o m  i t  a s  A n t i c h r i s t i a n  a n d  I d o l a t r o u s . 
And  the re fo re  the  g re a t  t h ing  they  unde r took  to 
p r o v e  a g a i n s t  t h e m  w a s  t h i s ,  T h a t  w h a t e v e r 
C o m p l a i n t s  t h e  N o n c o n f o r m i s t s  i n  t h o s e  D ay s 
made  o f  t h e  Co r r up t i on s  i n  t h e  Gove r nmen t  o f 
t h e  Chu rch ,  i n  i t s  M in i s t r y,  Wo r s h i p  a n d  P r ay - 
e r s ,  i n  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  S a c r a m e n t s , 
a n d  i n  Pe o p l e  a d m i t t e d  o r  r e c e i ve d  a s  e x t e r n a l 
Membe r s ;  t h ey  ye t  d i d  no t  i n f e r  a  Nec e s s i t y  o r
 N 2 Law-
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against 
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S e e  a n  h u m b l e  S u p p l i c a - 
t i o n  f o r  To l e r a t i o n ,  a n d  l i - 
b e r t y  t o  e n j o y  a n d  o b s e r v e 
t h e  O r d i n a n c e s  o f  C h r i s t 
J e s u s s ,  i n  l i e u  o f  h u m a n e 
C o n s t i t u t i o n s .  P r i n t e d  i n 
4to. 1609.
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Lawfu lnes s  o f  separa t ing  f rom the  Par i sh  Churches 
i n  E n g l a n d  a s  n o  t r u e  C h u r c h e s  o f  C h r i s t ;  n o r 
t h e  pub l i ck  Min i s t r y,  a s  F a l s e  and  An t i ch r i s t i a n ; 
n o r  t h e  Wo r s h i p  o f  t h e  C h u rc h  o f  E n g l a n d ,  a s 
I d o l a t r y.  S u c h  a  t o t a l  S e p a r a t i o n  a s  t h a t  o f 
t h e  B r own i s t s  f rom  a  t r u e  Chu rch ,  a  t o t a l  S ep a - 
r a t i o n  f r o m  i t  a s  A n t i c h r i s t i a n ,  a n d  f r o m  i t s 
Wo r s h i p  a s  I d o l a t ro u s ,  t h ey  f r e e l y  i nve i g h ’d  a - 
g a i n s t ,  a s  Dona t i s t i c a l ,  a nd  u t t e r l y  d e s t r u s t ive  o f 
Peace and Charity. * And,

Second ly,  Had  the i r  Sepa r a t ion  been  cha r i t ab l y 
man ag ’d ,  ( a s  i t  wa s  no t )  t h ey  ye t  d e c l a re  t h em- 
s e l ve s  t he  more  ag a in s t  i t ,  a s  i t  t ended  to  de f e a t 
their hopes of a f ar ther Reformation in the Church, 
which they were st i l l  expecting. And tho’ i t  must at 
the  same t ime be own’d,  tha t  there  a re  in  some of 
the i r  Wr i t ings ,  severa l  Pa s s age s  tha t  seem to  make 
aga in s t  the  l awfu lne s s  o f  a  Separa t ion  f rom a  t r ue 
Church, upon any account whatsoever, yet that such 
general  Posi t ions must be under stood with a l imita- 
t i on ,  i s  p l a in  f rom o the r  Pa s s age s ,  i n  wh ich  they 
d i s t i n gu i s h  a n  unwa r r a n t a b l e  S e p a r a t i o n  f rom  one 
tha t  i s  war rantable.  For  to  make a  vo luntar y  Sepa- 
r a t i o n  f ro m  a  t r u e  C h u r c h  u n wa r r a n t a b l e ,  t h ey : 
s ay  i t  mu s t  h ave  a  wrong  g round ,  o r  be  manag ’d 
i n  a  w r o n g  m a n n e r .  A  v o l u n t a r y  S e p a r a t i o n 
f r o m  a  t r u e  C h u r c h ,  i n  w h i c h  t h e r e  i s  n o 
g r o und  f o r  d i s l i k e  o r  d i s t a s t e ,  t h ey  d e c l a re  unwa r - 
r a n t a b l e ;  a n d  we l l  t h e y  m i g h t .  T h i s  i s  S c h i s m 
w i t h  a  w i t n e s s .  A g a i n ,  a  vo l u n t a r y  S e p a r a t i o n
  from

* In Mr. 
Rath- 
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P r e f a c e  t o  t h a t  g r a v e  C o n f u t a t i o n  o f  t h e  B r ow n i s t s ,  w h i c h  i s  s a i d 
t o  h a v e  b e e n  d r a w n  u p  b y  s u n d r y  M i n i s t e r s ;  H e  d e c l a r e s ,  t h a t 
t h e  P e r s o n s  t h e y  o p p o s ’ d ,  w h e n  t h e y  w e r e  a r g u i n g  a g a i n s t  S e - 
p a r a t i o n ,  w e r e  s u c h  a s  n o  s o o n e r  d i s t a t e  t h e i r  o l d  b u r d e n  o f  s u p e r - 
s t i t i o u s  C o n f o r m i t y ;  b u t  w i t h a l ,  t h e y  d i s l i k e  a l l  s e t  F o r m s  o f  P r a y e r , 
e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  L i t u r g y,  a s  u n l a w f u l ;  q u e s t i o n  t h e i r  o w n  s t a n d i n g 
i n  t h e  M i n i s t r y  a s  A n t i c h r i s t i a n ,  a n d  a b s t a i n  f r o m  p u b l i c k Wo r s h i p , 
especially the Sacrament’s, as Idolatrous, &c.
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f ro m  a  t r u e  C h u rc h  t h a t  i s  r a s h l y  m a n a g ’d  t h ey 
d e c l a r e  u n w a r r a n t a b l e .  A n d  t h e y  a d d ,  t h a t 
t h e re  a re  two  c a s e s ,  i n  wh i ch  i t  may  b e  s a i d  t o 
b e  r a s h l y  m a n a g ’d .  1 .  W h e r e  a 
g r ound  o r  c au s e  i s  p r e t ended  t ha t  i s 
b u t  l i g h t .  2 .  T h o ’ t h e  g r o u n d  o f 
t h e  S e p a ra t i o n  b e  j u s t ,  ye t  i f  i t  b e 
s u dd en  and  h e ady,  w i t h ou t  du e  e n - 
d eavou r  and  expe c t an c e  o f  Re f o r ma- 
t i o n  i n  t h a t  C h u r c h ,  i t  m ay  b e  a 
r a s h ,  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t l y  a n  u n wa r - 
ran t a b l e  S epa ra t i o n ,  i n a smu c h  a s  i t 
i s  oppos i t e  t o  Char i ty .  As  for  the i r 
S ep a r a t i on  f rom  Rome,  t h ey  d e c l a re  i t  f a r  f rom 
be ing  unwa r r an t ab l e  upon  any  o f  t h e s e  g round s . 
I t  wa s  n e i t h e r  u n j u s t  n o r  r a s h .  N o t  u n j u s t ;  b e - 
cause war ranted by the author i ty of  Scr ipture:  Nor 
r a s h ;  t h e r e  h av i n g  a l l  t h e  m e a n s  b e e n  u s e d  f o r 
her  Refor mat ion and Cure,  tha t  pos s ibly  cou ld  be 
t h o u g h t  o f ;  b u t  a l l  t o  n o  p u r p o s e :  S o  a s  a f t e r 
t h i s,  wha t  r ema in s  bu t  a  po s i t i ve  S e c e s s i on  and  Sepa - 
r a t i o n ?  T h i s  b e i n g  t h e i r  c o m m o n  s e n s e ,  I  t h i n k 
I may reasonably infer three things.

1 .  Th a t  t h e i r  P r i n c i p l e s  wou l d  a t  l e n g t h  h ave 
l e d  t h em to  t h e  wo r sh i pp ing  o f  God  i n  s ep a r a t e 
A s s emb i i e s ,  wheneve r  t he  Mag i s t r a t e  wou ld  h ave 
g iven  a l l owance,  and  they  s aw  no  hope  o f  a  f a r - 
t he r  Re fo r ma t ion ;  bu t  r a the r  a  f a r t he r  f i x ing  on 
t h e  o l d  Bo t t om .  A  t o t a l  S ep a r a t i on  i ndeed  f rom 
t h e  C h u rc h  o f  E n g l a n d ,  ( w h i c h  t h ey  u n ive r s a l l y 
ow n ’d  t o  b e  a  t r u e  C h u r c h )  a s  A n t i c h r i s t i a n , 
they  cou ld  neve r  have  been  fo r :  Bu t  a  cha r i t ab l e 
S ep a r a t i on  t h ey  mu s t  h ave  b e en  f o r.  When  t h ey 
h a d  f ound ,  t h a t  t ho ’ a l l  t h e  m e a n s  h a d  b e e n  u s e d 
f o r  the  Re fo rmat i on  and Cure  o f  the Church of  Eng- 
l and ,  t h a t  p o s s i b ly  c ou l d  b e  t h ou gh t  o f,  i t  wa s  a l l  t o 
n o  pu r p o s e ,  t h ey  wou ld  bu t  h ave  a c t ed  i n  pu r su i t 
b f  t h e i r  own  g ene r a l  P r i n c i p l e s ,  i n  c r y i ng ,  wha t
 N 3 remains

 B r i n s l e y ’ s  A r r a i g n m e n t 
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 T h e  s a m e  i s  t o  b e  f o u n d 
i n  J e n k y n s ’ s  S e r m o n ,  p u b - 
l i s h ’ d  i n  S e p a r a t i o n  S e l f - 
c o n d e m n e d ,  p .  2 3 ,  2 9 
&c.



182[182] A Defence of Part III.

r e m a i n s  b u t  a  p o s i t i v e  S e c e s s i o n  a n d  S e p a r a t i o n ? 
E spec i a l l y  i f  t he re  wa s  t he  a l l owance  o f  t he  Ma- 
gistrate, which they laid a great stress upon.

2 .  I  i n f e r  a l s o ,  T h a t  h ow  m u c h  s o e ve r  t h e y 
may  h ave  been  m i s rep re s en t ed ,  ye t  t h ey  a re  no t , 
a s  M r.  H o a d l y  i n t i m a t e s ,  n o t o r i o u s l y  i n c o n s i s t e n t 
w i t h  t h e m s e l v e s :  F o r  t h o ’ t h e y  c o n d e m n ’d  t h e 
Brown i s t s  f o r  s epa r a t ing  f rom the  Church  o f  Eng - 
l a n d  a s  An t i ch r i s t i a n ,  ye t  i t  doe s  no t  f o l l ow  bu t 
t h ey  t h ems e l ve s  m i gh t  i n  t ime  h ave  s e en  re a s on 
ch a r i t a b l y  t o  s e p a r a t e  f rom  t h e  s ame  Chu rch  i n 
order to a g reater conformity to the Rule of Scr ip- 
t u re :  T h o ’ t h ey  b l a m ’d  t h e m  f o r  s e p a r a t i n g  u n - 
s e a sonab ly  and  r a sh l y,  t o  the  de f e a t ing  the  hope s 
g iven  o f  a  f a r t h e r  Re fo r ma t i on :  ye t  i t  do e s  no t 
fo l low,  bu t  they  might  unbl ameably  themse lve s  so 
f a r  s e p a r a t e  f ro m  t h e  C h u rc h ,  ( a s  o rd i n a r i l y  t o 
Wo r s h i p  G o d  i n  d i s t i n c t  A s s e m b l i e s ,  n ow  a n d 
then in  the  mean t ime jo in ing  wi th  them to  shew 
t h e i r  C h a r i t y )  w h e n eve r  t h e  t i m e  s h o u l d  c o m e, 
t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  f i n d  t h e y  m i g h t  u p o n  g o o d 
g ro u n d s  s ay.  T h a t  t h o ’ a l l  t h e  m e a n s  h a d  b e e n 
used for  the  Refor mat ion and Cure of  the  Church 
th a t  cou ld  be  though t  o f ,  ye t  a l l  wa s  to  no  pu r - 
pose.  For  any no to r i ou s  In c on s i s t en cy  here in ,  I  con- 
f e s s  I  a m  u t t e r l y  t o  s e e k :  N ay,  s o  n a t u r a l l y  d i d 
t h e i r  P r i n c i p l e s  l e a d  t h a t  way,  t h a t ,  a s  wa s  o b - 
s e r ved  by  t he  Min i s t e r s  o f  Old  En g l a n d ,  i n  t h e i r 
L e t t e r  t o  t h e i r  B re t h ren  i n  New  En g l a n d ,  (w r i t - 
t e n  i n  16 37 )  i t  wa s  o f t e n  o b j e c t e d ,  t h a t  N o n c o n - 
f o r m i s t s  i n  P r a c t i c e ,  w e r e  S e p a r a t i s t s  i n  H e a r t ,  b u t 
t h a t  t h e y  w e n t  c r o s s  t o  t h e i r  own  P o s i t i o n s,  v i z .  i n 
no t  s epa r a t ing .  Now they  mus t  be  ve r y  odd  Men 
indeed ,  i f  they  were  a t  once  l i ab l e  to  the  Charge 
o f  Imon s i s t en cy,  i n  s e p a r a t i n g ,  a nd  i n  no t  s e p a - 
gating. Again,
  3. I
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3 .  I  f a r t h e r  i n f e r ,  T h a t  t h e  o l d  P u r i t a n s  a r e 
no t  who l l y  f o r s a k e n  by  u s,  wh o  p r e t e n d  t o  t r e a d  i n 
t h e i r  S t e p s .  We  d o n ’t  i n d e e d  l e t  o u r  R eve re n c e 
toward s  them,  o r  any  Body  o f  Men,  r i s e  so  h igh , 
a s  t o  t a ke  a  t h i ng  f o r  t r u e  b e c au s e  t h ey  s a i d  i t ; 
o r  f o r  good  bec au s e  t hey  d id  i t :  And  ye t  we  a re 
s o  f a r  f r o m  o p p o s i n g ,  t h a t  we  e m b r a c e  t h e i r 
ma i n  P r i n c i p l e s ,  a s  t h i nk ing  t h em so l i d ,  a nd  ab l e 
t o  b e a r  t h e  Te s t .  W i t h  t h e m  w e  o w n  t h e 
Church  o f  Eng l and  a  t r ue  Church ;  and  f rom such 
a  Chu rch  we  d a re  no t  s e p a r a t e  a s  An t i ch r i s t i a n ; 
no r  c ou l d  we  t h i nk  ou r  S ep a r a t i on  f rom  s u ch  a 
Chu rch  j u s t i f i a b l e ,  h ad  no t  a l l  mean s  t h a t  cou l d 
pos s ibly  be  thought  o f  been f i r s t  t r y ’d  for  i t s  Re- 
f o r m a t i o n  a n d  C u r e ;  a n d  t h a t  t o  n o  p u r p o s e : 
But  when  the  As se r to r s  o f  the  nece s s i t y  o f  a  f a r - 
t h e r  R e f o r m a t i o n ,  h ave  b e e n  s o  l o n g  wa i t i n g , 
and  u s ed  s o  many  En t re a t i e s ,  and  a l l  t o  no  pu r - 
p o s e  w h e n  a f t e r  a l l ,  i n s t e a d  o f  a n y  r e m a i n i n g 
h o p e s  o f  a n  A d va n c e ,  t h e r e  h a s  a p p e a r ’d  r a t h e r 
a  Re t ro spec t ion ,  and  an  inc l in a t ion  ab so lu t e l y  to 
f i x  on  t h e  o l d  S e t t l emen t ,  w i t hou t  a ny  Amend- 
men t s ,  i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  c r y i ng  ou t ,  wha t  r ema i n s  bu t 
a  p o s i t i v e  S e c e s s i o n  a n d  S e p a r a t i o n ?  We  t h i n k  we 
a c t  no  o t h e rw i s e  t h an  t h ey  wou l d  h ave  done  i n 
o u r  c a s e .  I n  w h i c h  we  a r e  t h e  m o re  c o n f i r m ’d , 
i n  f i nd ing  tha t  such  Men  a s  o ld  Mr.  S imeon  Ash , 
a n d  M r.  A n t o ny  B u r g e s s ,  a n d  o t h e r s ,  w h o  we r e 
en t i r e l y  o f  t h e  Pu r i t a n  s t amp,  t ook  t h i s  c ou r s e , 
u p o n  t h i s  v i e w,  a t  t h e  B a r t h o l o m e w  E j e c t i o n , 
w i thou t  depa r t i ng  a t  a l l  f rom the i r  f o r mer  P r in -  
ciples. 

 N 4 But
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t h a t  o u r  P r i n c i p l e s  a r e  t h e  s a m e  w i t h  t h o s e  o f  t h e  o l d  N o n c o n - 
f o r m i s t s ,  c o n s u l t  T r o u g h t o n ’ s  A p o l o g y ,  p .  8 3 .  & c  A n d  D r . 
R u l e ’ s  R a t i o n a l  D e f e n c e  o f  N o n c o n f o r m i t y,  i n  A n s w e r  t o  D r , 
Stillingfleet, p. 36. &c. 
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B u t  M r.  H o a d ly  f a r t h e r  q u e r i e s ,  w h e r e  t h i s  r e - 
gu l a r  D i s c i p l i n e  i s  t o  b e  f ound ,  f o r  t h e  s ak e  o f  wh i c h 
P e a c e  a n d  U n i t y  h a v e  b e e n  d i s r e g a r d e d ?  I  a n swe r ; 
We  h ave  n e i t h e r  d i s r e g a r d e d  P e a c e  n o r  Un i t y ,  bu t 
h ave  d i s c ove r ’d  a  r e a d i n e s s  f o r  b o t h  u p o n ,  t h e 
Te r m s  o f  S c r i p t u r e :  B u t  t h a t  i n  o u r  s e p a r a t e 
As s embl i e s  we  have,  in  our  appreben s ion ,  a  more 
r e g u l a r  D i s c i p l i n e ,  t h an  i s  t o  be  f ound  i n  t he  Pa - 
r i s h  Chu rche s ,  h a s  b e f o re  b e en  i n t ima t ed  unde r 
t h e  t h i rd  A r gumen t ;  t o  wh i ch  I  mu s t  r e f e r  h i m 
f o r  a n  An swe r  o f  h i s  r ema i n i n g  Qu e r i e s ,  wh i c h 
h ave  b e e n  b e f o r e  c o n s i d e r ’d .  O n l y  w h e r e a s  h e 
enqu i re s ,  Wher e  i s  t h i s  Powe r  a l l owed  by  t h e  Peop l e 
t o  t h e  Pa s t o r s,  wh i c h  u n d e r  t h i s  H e a d  i s  c l a im ’d  t o 
t h e  Pa s t o r s ?  I  s h a l l  a d d ,  T h a t  w h e t h e r  t h e  Pa - 
s t o r  a c t s  a l o n e  i n  a d m i t t i n g  M e m b e r s ,  a n d  i n 
C h u rc h  C e n s u re s ,  o r  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  s o m e 
cho sen  f rom among  the  Peop l e,  i n  o rde r  to  the i r 
g r e a t e r  s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  ( i n  w h i c h  s o m e  o f  o u r  s e - 
p a r a t e  C o n g r e g a t i o n s  u s e  o n e  way,  a n d  o t h e r s 
t h e  o t h e r )  i t  m a ke s  n o  g r e a t  d i f f e r e n c e ,  p r o - 
v i d ed  t h e  S c r i p t u re  Ru l e  b e  kep t  t o,  t h a t  none 
a re  admi t t ed  bu t  such  a s  make  a  c red ib l e  p ro f e s - 
s i on  o f  Ch r i s t i a n i t y,  a nd  none  s u ch  re f u s ’d ;  a nd 
th a t  upon  s c anda lou s  F au l t s ,  t hey  f a l l  unde r  su i - 
t a b l e  C e n s u r e s :  A s  t o  w h i c h  ( i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f 
a l l  o u r  I m p e r f e c t i o n s )  I  a m  s a t i s f y ’d ,  t h e r e  i s 
mo re  c a re  t a ken  i n  many  o f  ou r  Cong re g a t i on s , 
than  the  Cons t i tu t ion  o f  the  Church  l e ave s  room 
for.

T h e  n e x t  A r g u m e n t  p ro p o s ’d  wa s  t a ke n  f ro m 
t h e  G o d f a t h e r s  a n d  G o d m o t h e r s ,  w h i c h  P a r e n t s 
we re  i n  the  Church  requ i r ’d  to  p rov ide  fo r  the i r 
C h i l d r e n ,  w h i c h  m a ny  o f  t h e  Pe o p l e  c o u l d  n o t 
s ee  how they  cou ld  be  obl i g ’d  to,  when  the  C i r - 
c u m s t a n c e s  o f  t h e  c a s e  d i d  n o t  r e q u i r e  i t .  B u t 
Mr.  Hoad ly  i s  no t  f o r  con s i de r ing  th i s  d i s t i n c t l y, 
bu t  jo in s  w i th  i t  the  two nex t  Argument s ,  d r awn
  from

p. 171.
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f rom  t h e  s i g n  o f  t h e  C r o s s ,  a nd  f rom  Kne e l i n g  a t 
t h e  Commun i on ;  wh i ch  a re  Add i t i ona l  appendage s 
t o  C h r i s t s  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  a n d  a s  O rd e r e d  by  t h e 
Church ,  upon  p a in  o f  b e ing  dep r iv ’d  o f  t he  Or- 
dinances are utterly unwarrantable.

B u t  h e  s a y s ,  I  m i g h t  h a v e  a d d e d  j o i n i n g  w i t h 
F o r m s  o f  P r ay e r,  a n d  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  S c r u p l e s  w h i c h 
g e n e r a l l y  g o  t o g e t h e r .  I n  w h i c h  M o t i o n  h e 
M i s t a k e s  my  A i m ;  w h i c h  wa s  n o t  t o  h e a p  u p 
a l l  t h a t  h a d  b e en  Ob j e c t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  Wo r s h i p 
a n d  D i s c i p l i n e  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d ,  b y 
t ho s e  t h a t  we re  d i s s a t i s f y ’d  w i t h  i t ;  bu t  t o  g ive 
a  s h o r t  A c c o u n t  o f  T h e  A r g u m e n t s ,  t h a t  g e n e - 
ra l ly  sway’d them, of  which I  am f ar  f rom reckon- 
i n g  t h a t ,  w h i c h  h a s  by  s o m e  b e e n  d r aw n  f ro m 
t h e  un l aw fu l n e s s  o f  Fo r m s ,  t o  b e  on e .  And  why 
h e  s h o u l d  s u p p o s e ,  t h a t  t h e  Pe r s o n s  w h o  we r e 
a g a i n s t  G o s s i p s  a n d  t h e  C r o s s  i n  B a p t i s m ,  a n d 
Kne e l i n g  a t  t h e  Commun i o n ,  we re  g ene r a l l y  S c r u - 
p u l o u s  o f  j o i n i n g  i n  a  F o r m  o f  P r a y e r ,  I  k n ow 
no  Re a s on .  Bu t  w i t h  h i s  L e ave ,  I  mu s t  d e c l a re , 
I  a d va n c ’d  t h e s e  A r g u m e n t s  i n  t h e  n a m e  e ve n  o f 
t h o s e  w h o m  I  c a l l  t h e  M o d e r a t e  N o n  C o n f o r m i s t s . 
We  h a v e  h i s  A f f i r m a t i o n  i n d e e d  t o  p r o v e , 
t h a t  w e  h a v e  a c k n o w l e d g ’d  t h e  L a w f u l n e s s  o f 
t h e s e  t h in g s  i n  t h ems e l ve s,  and  adv i s e d  ou r  Peop l e  on 
s o m e  O c c a s i o n s  t o  s u b m i t  t o  t h e m :  A n d  ye t  t h e 
t h i n g  i s  n o t  s o  ev i d e n t  a s  n o t  t o  a d m i t  o f  d e - 
b a t e .  Fo r  t hough  i t  w i l l  b e  a l l ow ’d  a s  t o  Kne e l - 
i n g  a t  t h e  C o m m u n i o n ;  y e t  t h a t  a n y  M o d e r a t e 
N o n  C o n f o r m i s t s ,  h ave  a c k n ow l e d g ’d  t h e  L aw - 
f u l ne s s  o f  Coven an t i n g  Sp on s o r s  ( i n  t h e  s en s e  ex - 
p l a i n ’d  when  I  h ad  t h a t  He ad  unde r  Con s i d e r a - 
t i on )  and  the  Cro s s  a s  a  Ded i c a t i ng  s i gn  in  Bap- 
t i s m ,  I  mu s t  d e c l a r e  i s  m o re  t h a n  I  k n ow.  A n d 
i f  any  pa r t i cu l a r  Pe r son s  have  done  so.  I ’m s a t i s - 
f y ’d ,  upon  s e a rch  they ’d  be  found  p re t t y  pecu l i a r 
in their sentiments.
  When
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When  then  be  c l a im s  i t  o f  u s  a s  a  P i e c e  o f  Com- 
mon Jus t i c e  to  the Establ i sht  Church,  that  we he a lways 
r e a dy  a n d  f r e e  t o  a s s u r e  o u r  P e o p l e ,  t h a t  i t  i s  o u r 
Op i n i o n  t h a t  t h e s e  t h i n g s  may  Law f u l ly  b e  c omp ly ’d 
w i t h ,  h e  s t r a i n s  t h e  Po in t  t oo  h i gh  by  f a r.  Many 
o f  u s  I  a m  s u r e  c a n n o t  d o  i t  w i t h  a  s a f e  C o n - 
s c i e n c e ;  A n d  h ow  t h e n  s h o u l d  o u r  d o i n g  i t  b e 
a  P i e c e  o f  J u s t i c e ?  I f  t h i s  b e  t h e  o n l y  w a y  t o 
p r e v e n t  v i o l e n t  P r e j u d i c e s  a n d  H e a t s ,  we  a r e  ve r y 
u n h a p py.  We  a r e  i n d e e d  w i l l i n g ,  s o  we  e n j oy 
bu t  o u r  ow n  L i b e r t y,  t o  l e ave  o u r  B r e t h r e n  t o 
t h e i r s ,  w i t h o u t  C e n s u r i n g  t h e m .  S o  we  h a v e 
bu t  our  own Chi ld ren  Bap t i z ’d  wi thout  Covenan t - 
i n g  s p o n s o r s ,  o r  h av i n g  t h e  C r o s s  m a d e  o n  t h e m 
a s  a  D e d i c a t i n g  s i g n ;  we  wo n ’t  c o n d e m n  t h o s e , 
w h o  a r e  n o t  s a t i s f y ’d  i n  h av i n g  t h e i r  C h i l d r e n 
Bap t i z ’d  w i t hou t  bo th  Cro s s  a nd  God fa t h e r s :  Bu t 
t o  p e r s w a d e  u s  t o  t e l l  o u r  Pe o p l e  t h a t  t h e y 
m a y  L a w f u l l y  h a ve  b o t h ,  w h e n  we  c a n ’t  f i n d 
th a t  any  o f  t he i r  War me s t  Advoca t e s  h ave  h i t he r 
t o  b e e n  a b l e  t o  j u s t i f y  e i t h e r ,  i s  a  g r e a t e r  J e s t 
t h an  I  e xpe c t ed  f rom Mr.  Hoad ly  i n  a  ma t t e r  s o 
serious.

Howeve r  t h a t  I  may  do  t h e  Gen t l eman  j u s t i c e 
o n e  way,  t h o u g h  I  c a n ’t  s e e  a ny  ro o m  f o r  i t  i n 
t h e  way  h e  d e s i r e s ,  I  mu s t  ow n  h e  y i e l d s  t h e s e 
Argument s  to  be  s t rong ,  where  the  Lawfu lne s s  o f 
t h e  t h i n g s  r e q u i r ’d  i s  Q u e s t i o n ’d .  A s  f o r  t h o s e 
who  c a n  *  b e  p e r swad e d  by  n o  A r g umen t s ,  t h a t  t h e 
sake the Baptizing their Children with Covenanting spon- 
s o r s ,  a n d  t h e  D e d i c a t i n g  s i g n  o f  t h e  C ro s s  i s 
Law fu l ,  he  dec l a re s  i t  h i s  Op in i on ,  t h a t  wh i l e  t h e y 
a r e  t hu s  p e r swad e d  i t  i s  a s  mu c h  t h e i r  d u t y  t o  s e p a - 
r a t e  f r o m  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d  a s  i t  i s  t h e 
du t y  o f  t h a t  Chu r c h ,  t o  s e p a ra t e  f r om  t h e  Chu r c h  o f 
R o m e ,  I  t h a n k  h i m  f o r  t h i s  C o n c e s s i o n ,  t h o u g h 
I  t h i nk  h e  h a s  t h e re i n  bu t  done  u s  Ju s t i c e :  And 
c an  a s s u re  h im ,  t h a t  a s  f a r  a s  I  c an  j udge,  t h e re
  are
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a r e  f ew  a m o n g  u s ,  bu t  w i l l  h ave  b e n e f i t  by  i t . 
A nd  h av i n g  made  u s  s o  f r a nk  a  Co n c e s s i o n ,  we 
will carefully weigh his Admonitions.

We w i l l  own  ou r  s e l v e s  a c c o un t a b l e  t o  God  f o r  t h e 
E r r o r s  o f  o u r  J u d gmen t s,  a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  t h e  V i c e s  o f 
o u r  P r a c t i c e ;  bu t  c a n ’t  t h i n k  i t  o u r  E r ro r  t o  b e 
r a t h e r  f o r  f o l l ow ing  h i s  Wo rd  a s  ou r  D i re c t o r y, 
t h an  any  human l y  d ev i s e d  R i t u a l s ;  We  w i l l  own 
our  s e l ve s  e s p e c i a l ly  re spon s ib l e  f o r  s u c h  E r r o r s,  a s 
c a r r y  a l on g  w i t h  t h em s ad  and  p e r n i c i ou s  Con s e qu en - 
c e s,  and  t end  t o  d i s tu rb  So c i e t y,  and  de s t r oy  Chr i s t i an 
C h a r i t y :  A n d  t h e r e f o r e  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  a s  we 
endeavour  to  keep a s  c lo se  to  our  Rule  a s  may be 
o u r  s e l v e s ,  we  w i l l  m a k e  o u r  B r e t h r e n ,  f r o m 
whom we d i f f e r,  cons ide rable  a l lowance,  fo r  Edu- 
c a t i on ,  a nd  Cu s t om ,  and  o the r  t h i ng s ,  wh i ch  s o 
o f t en  in f luence  Men in  the i r  cho ice  even  in  mat- 
t e r s  o f  Re l i g i on ,  a nd  end e avou r  t o  c a r r y  i t  t o - 
wa r d s  t h e m  w i t h  t h a t  a f f e c t i o n a t e  R e s p e c t ,  a s 
may  man i f e s t ,  t h a t  i f  we  re a l l y  a re  i n  a n  E r ro r, 
(w i thou t  d i s ce r n ing  i t )  we  ye t  ne i the r  d i s t u r b  So - 
c i e t y,  n o r  d e s t r oy  C h r i s t i a n  C h a r i t y .  I n  t h e  a f f a i r 
o f  d iv i n e  Wor s h i p,  we  w i l l  p ay  mo re  De f e ren c e 
t o  t h e  h o l y  S c r i p t u r e s ,  w h i c h  we  k n ow  c a n n o t 
d e c e ive  u s ,  t h an  t o  t h e  P r a c t i c e  o f  t h e  Chu rch , 
w h i c h  w e  k n o w  m a y ;  a n d  m o r e  r e g a r d  w h a t 
G o d  h i m s e l f  s ay s ,  t h a n  w h a t  i s  s a i d  by  M e n  o f 
o n e  D e n o m i n a t i o n  o r  a n o t h e r ,  h ow  g re a t  a  va - 
l u e  s o eve r  we  m ay  h ave  f o r  t h e m :  A n d  t h i s  we 
t a ke  t o  b e  t h e  m o s t  l i ke l y  way,  t o  avo i d  h a v i n g 
ou r  Eye s  b l i nd ed  by  P r e j ud i c e,  o r  Pa s s i on ,  o r  Ha t r ed , 
o r  a ny  w o r l d l y  D e s i g n ;  o r  h i n d r e d  f r o m  s e e i n g  t h e 
Tr u t h ,  o r  a t t e n d i n g  t o  i t ,  o r  e m b r a c i n g  i t .  We 
d a r e  n o t  d e s i r e  t o  s a c r i f i c e  t h e  c ommon  P e a c e  t o  o u r 
Humou r s  o r  Fa n c i e s :  Tho ’ we  a re  a f r a i d  ou r  B re - 
t h r e n  h a v e  b e e n  h e r e i n  t o o  t a r d y,  y e t  w e 
wo u l d  n o t  i m i t a t e  t h e m ;  A n d  we  l o o k  u p o n  i t 
a s  mu c h  t o  b e  l a m e n t e d ,  t h a t  t h e re  i s  a ny  t e n -
  dency
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d e n c y  t h a t  way  t o  b e  f o u n d  a m o n g  a ny  o f  u s . 
We  a r e  r e a dy  t o  l i s t e n  t o  t h e i r  A r g u m e n t s,  a n d  t o 
y i e l d  t o  t h e m  i f  t h e y  a p p e a r  c o n v i n c i n g ;  p rov i d e d 
we  a r e  b u t  a l l ow ’d  t o  l a y  g r e a t e r  s t r e s s  u p o n 
h i g h e r  t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  m o r e  w e i g h t y .  We 
m ay n ’t  i n d e e d  p e r h a p s  l o o k  u p o n  t h e  H o n o u r  o f 
ou r  Mas t e r,  o r  t h e  P ea c e  o f  t h e  So c i e t y  we  b e l on g  t o , 
t o  d e p e n d  s o  mu c h  u p o n  o u r  b e i n g  a l l  o f  o n e 
M i n d  i n  t h o s e  t h i n g s  a b o u t  w h i c h  t h ey  a n d  we 
d i f f e r  in  our  Apprehens ion s ,  a s  our  Bre th ren  may 
d o ;  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  m ay n ’t  l o o k  u p o n  o u r  s e l ve s 
a s  so  s t r on g ly  o b l i g ’d  t o  s e e k  f o r  Conv i c t i on ,  o r  w i t h 
f o r  S a t i s f a c t i o n ,  a b o u t  a  f e w ’ C e r e m o n i e s ,  t h a t 
h a n ’t  t h e  l e a s t  f o o t i n g  i n  t h e  Wo rd  o f  G o d ,  a s 
i t  m ay  t o  t h e m  s e e m  d e s i r a b l e  we  s h o u l d :  B u t 
s t i l l ,  a s  f a r  a s  we  know  ou r  s e l ve s ,  we  a re  w i l - 
l i n g  a n d  d e s i ro u s  t o  k n ow  t h e  M i n d  o f  C h r i s t , 
a n d  c o m p l y  w i t h  i t .  We  a r e  n o t  f o r  a c q u i e s c i n g 
i n  t h e  P r i n c i p l e s  i n  w h i c h  w e  h a v e  b e e n  e d u c a t e d , 
a ny  f a r t h e r  t h an  t h ey  a re  bo t t om ’d  upon  S c r i p - 
tu re :  Le t  ou r  B re th ren  p rove  they  have  no  foun- 
d a t i on  t h e re ,  a nd  we  s h a l l  t h i n k  o u r  s e l ve s  o b - 
l ig ’d  to  re jec t  them: But  t i l l  then,  we hope they’ l l 
allow us to retain them.

I f  t h e  E f f e c t s  a n d  Con s e q u e n c e s  o f  S e p a r a t i o n  a r e 
d i sma l  a nd  h o r r i b l e ,  we  th ink  they  th a t  w i l l  f o rce 
u s  i n t o  a  S ep a r a t i on ,  by  ob l i g i ng  u s  t o  Bap t i z e , 
ou r  Ch i ld ren  wi th  Covenan t ing  Su re t i e s ,  and  the 
D e d i c a t i n g  S i g n  o f  t h e  C ro s s ,  w h i c h  we  a p p re - 
h e n d  u n l aw f u l ,  a r e  t h e  m o r e  t o  b l a m e .  A n d  i f 
t h e  E f f e c t s  o f  Un i t y  and  Con f o r m i t y  wou ld  be  b l e s - 
s e d  a n d  g l o r i o u s ,  t h en  a re  t h ey  t h e  more  i n excu- 
s a b l e ,  who  w i l l  s t i l l  r e t a i n  s u ch  Impo s i t i on s ,  a s 
t e n d  t o  p e r p e t u a t e  D i v i s i o n .  We  a r e  h owe ve r 
d i s p o s ’d  t o  a l t e r,  w h e n  R e a s o n s  a r e  o f f e r ’d ;  p ro - 
v i d e d  t h ey  a r e  b o t t o m ’d  o n  t h e  Wo rd  o f  G o d , 
and  a re  s uch  a s  w i l l  b e a r  s c ann ing ;  o r  o the rw i s e 
we  th ink  ou r  B re th ren  un re a sonab l e  to  de s i re  i t .
  We
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We ag ree.  Tha t  we  a r e  b ound  t o  i n c l i n e  t o  Un i t y 
r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  D i v i s i o n ;  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  w i l l  b e 
c a re f u l  t o  ma i n t a i n  a n  Un i t y  o f  A f f e c t i on ,  even 
w h e n  t h ey  d iv i d e  t h e m s e l ve s  f ro m  u s ,  by  t h o s e 
Pa r t i cu l a r s  t h a t  a re  the  Mark s  o f  D i s t i n c t i on  be - 
t we e n  t h e m  a n d  u s .  We  a r e  a l s o  f o r  C o n f o r m i t y 
r a t h e r  t h a n  S e p a r a t i o n ;  a n d  ye t  w i l l  r a t h e r  l e t 
t hem fo rce  u s  i n to  a  Sepa r a t i on ,  th an  we ’ l l  con- 
f o r m  t o  I m p o s i t i o n s  w h i c h  we  k n ow  t h ey  h ave 
no  Righ t  to  impo se,  wh i ch  we  que s t i on  whe the r 
we  may  l aw fu l l y  u s e ,  bu t  wh i ch  we  a re  a s s u r ’d , 
and  t hey  t hemse l ve s  c anno t  d eny,  t h ey  may  l aw- 
f u l l y  s e t  a s i d e .  We  a r e  n o t  a v e r s e  t o  C o n v i c t i o n , 
o r  a f r a i d  o f  wha t  may  i n du c e  u s  t o  a l t e r  o u r  M ind s ; 
f o r  we  k n ow  we  a r e  a l l  f a l l i b l e  C re a t u re s :  A n d 
ye t  we  t h i n k  we  h a ve  s o  m a n y  m o r e  we i g h t y 
t h ing s  t o  emp loy  u s ,  t h a t  i t  wou ld  be  a l t oge the r 
u n a c c o u n t a b l e  s h o u l d  we  l e t  o u r  C o nve r s a t i o n 
c o n t i n u a l l y  r u n  i n  a  C o n t r o v e r s a l  s t r a i n ;  o r 
should we lay more s tress  on those few l i t t le  things 
w h e re i n  we  d i f f e r ,  t h a n  o n  t h e  m a ny  m o re  a n d 
mu c h  g r e a t e r  t h i n g s  w h e r e i n  we  a g r e e .  We  a r e 
f r e e  t o  ow n .  T h a t  a  M a n  m ay  t h e n  m o s t  p r o p e r l y 
b e  s a id  t o  b e  in  th e  way  o f  h i s  Duty,  when  he  i s  p e r - 
f e c t l y  r e a dy,  a n d  d i s p o s ’d ,  t o  a t t e n d  t o  wha t e v e r  c a n 
b e  o f f e r e d  h i m  t h a t  r e s p e c t s  a ny  m a t e r i a l  P o i n t  o f 
P r a c t i c e :  A n d  ye t  w s  wo u l d  n o t  w i l l i n g l y  i n c u r 
t h e  u n h a p py  C h a r a c t e r  o f  s o m e ,  w h o  a r e  e v e r 
l e a r n i n g ,  b u t  n e v e r  c o m e  t o  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e 
truth.

And  f rom hence  i t  appea r s ,  tha t  the  two th ing s 
a d d e d  u p o n  t h i s  H e a d ,  d o n ’t  a n swe r  t h e  A r g u - 
m e n t s  p r o d u c ’d .  F o r  s u p p o s i n g  i t  t r u e ,  T h a t 
t h o s e  P e o p l e ,  w h o  s c r u p l e  t h e  Te r m s  o f  C ommun i o n 
h e r e  m e n t i o n ’d ,  d o  s c r u p l e  a l s o,  g e n e r a l l y  s p e a k i n g, 
m any  o t h e r  t h i n g s  i n  Con f o r m i t y,  n o t  m e n t i o n ’d :  i t 
doe s  no t  t he re fo re  f o l l ow bu t  t h a t  ho ld ing  the s e 
t h i ng s  men t i on ’d  un l aw fu l ,  t h e i r  Noncon fo r m i t y
  is
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i s  j u s t i f i a b l e .  And  s uppo s e  I  cou l d  no t  name  a ny 
who  wou l d  Con f o r m ,  we r e  t h e s e  Te r ms  a l t e r ’d ,  un l e s s 
a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  E p i s c o p a c y  a n d  L i t u r g i e s  w e r e 
t h r own o f f  t o o ;  ye t  I  can ’t  s ee  how i t  would  there- 
f o re  f o l l ow,  th a t  t he re  we re  none  such .  Bu t  s e e - 
i ng  the  Gen t l eman  pu t s  i t  upon  tha t  i s s ue,  I  de - 
s i re  h im to  remember,  tha t  the  Commis s ione r s  a t 
t h e  S avoy,  n e i t h e r  d e s i r ’d  t h a t  E p i s c o p a c y  o r  L i - 
t u r g i e s  m i g h t  b e  q u i t e  t h r o w n  o f f ;  bu t  o f f e r ’d  t o 
have  con fo r m’d ,  p rov ided  Ep i s c o pa c y  were  reduc ’d 
t o  i t s  p r i m i t i v e  B o u n d s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  B i s h o p 
U s h e r ’s  M o d e l ;  t h e  L i t u r g y  r e f o r m ’d ,  a c c o rd i n g 
t o  t h e  R u l e  o f  S c r i p t u r e ;  t h e  O rd e r s  o f  t h o s e 
w h o  h a d  b e e n  a d m i t t e d  i n t o  t h e  M i n i s t r y  b y 
P re sby te r s ,  s e cu red ;  and  the  d i spu ted  Ceremonie s 
l e f t  i n  t h e i r  p ro p e r  i n d i f f e r e n c e ,  t o  b e  u s e d  o r 
o m i t t e d  a t  p l e a s u r e :  A n d  h a d  t h ey  h e r e i n  b e e n 
c o m p l y ’d  w i t h ,  t h e  nu m b e r  o f  N o n c o n f o r m i s t s 
h a d  b e e n  c o m p a r a t i ve l y  ve r y  f ew.  B u t  w h e n  h e 
s ay s ,  God f o r b id  tha t  th e i r  Con fo rmi ty  shou ld  b e  pu r - 
c h a s ’d  a t  s o  d e a r  a  r a t e !  I  m u s t  n e e d s  s a y,  h i s 
Z e a l  a p p e a r s  t o  m e  t o  e x c e e d  h i s  C h a r i t y.  Fo r , 
s uppo s i ng  t h e  Mi s ch i e f s  o f  mee r  Noncon fo r m i t y 
t o  b e  s u c h  a s  h e  o f t  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e m ;  a n d  t h e 
E f f ec t s  o f  mee r  Con fo r mi ty  so  b l e s s ed  and  g lo r i - 
ou s  a s  be  s eems  to  account  them;  I  shou ld  th ink , 
i n  o rde r  to  b r ing  Pe r son s  to  Con fo r mi ty,  a  t r u l y 
c h a r i t a b l e  Pe r s o n ,  m i g h t  f r e e l y  p a r t  n o t  o n l y 
w i t h  E p i s c o p a c y  a n d  L i t u r g i e s ,  a s  f a r  a s  t h ey  a r e 
c o n t e s t e d ,  bu t  w i t h  a l l  t h e  C e re m o n i e s ,  a n d  i n 
g ene r a l ,  w i t h  wha t eve r  i s  no t  o f  d iv i n e  I n s t i t u - 
tion.

I  am  ap t  t o  t h i nk ,  h e  t h a t  s a i d ,  I t  i s  g o o d  n e i - 
t h e r  t o  e a t  F l e s h ,  n o r  t o  d r i n k  Win e,  n o r  a ny  t h i n g 
wh e r e by  t hy  B r o t h e r  s t umb l e t h ,  o r  i s  o f f e n d e d ,  o r  i s 
m a d e  w e a k ,  wo u l d  h a ve  r a t h e r  s a i d ,  G o d  f o r - 
b i d  I  s h o u l d  r e c k o n  t h e  p a r t i n g  w i t h  P r e l a - 
t i c a l  E p i s c op a c y,  a nd  a  d e f e c t i ve  a n d  d i s o rd e r l y
  Liturgy,
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L i t u r gy ,  o r  a ny  o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h a t  a re  no t  n e c e s - 
s a r y,  t o o  d e a r  a  r a t e  a t  w h i c h  t o  p u r c h a s e  t h e 
P e a c e  o f  t h e  C h u r c h ,  a n d  b r i n g  t h o s e  D i v i s i o n s 
to  an  end ,  which  have  so  much weaken ’d  and  en- 
danger’d it.

A s  f o r  h i s  o t h e r  t h i n g  men t i on ’d ,  he  i s  unde r  a 
M i s t a k e .  F o r  t h e  M o d e r a t e  N o n c o n f o r m i s t s 
l ook ing  upon  the  Sponso r s  en t r ing  Ch i ld ren  in to 
the  Chr i s t i an  Covenan t ,  when  they  a re  to  be  ad- 
m i t t ed  upon  the  R igh t  o f  t h e i r  Pa ren t s ,  and  t he 
D e d i c a t i n g  S i g n  o f  t h e  C ro s s ,  a s  A d d i t i o n s  t o 
Chr i s t ’s  I n s t i t u t i on ,  c anno t  t h e re fo re  bu t  e s t e em 
t h e m  u n l a w f u l ;  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t l y  t h ey  c a n n o t  a c - 
k n ow l e d g e  t h a t  t h e  S e p a ra t i o n  o f  t h o s e  wh o  s e p a ra t e 
b e c au s e  t h e s e  t h i n g s  a r e  un l aw fu l ,  i s  f o und ed  up on  a 
M i s t a k e ,  a n d  a  f a l s e  J u d g m e n t .  N o r  c a n  t h e y 
a c know l ed g e  t h a t  t h e  e s t a b l i s h ’d  Chu r c h  i s  ra t h e r  un - 
happy,  t h an  b l ame -wo r t hy ,  becau se  i t  r e qu i r e s  o f  t h e 
P e o p l e  t h i n g s  t h e y  c a n n o t  l a w f u l l y  s u b m i t  t o , 
wh i l e  t h ey  a re  pe r su aded  they  a re  unwa r r an t ab l e 
A d d i t i o n s  t o  C h r i s t ’s  I n s t i t u t i o n .  A n d  t h o ’ ’t i s 
ve r y  t r ue,  we  c anno t  ou r  s e l v e s  c on t r i v e  any  Con s t i - 
t u t i o n ,  bu t  t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  s ome  w e ak  P e r s o n s  o f - 
f e n d e d  a t  s om e t h i n g  i n  i t ;  ye t  we  c an  avo id  b e ing 
fond o f  any Cons t i tu t ion,  tha t  should  force  th ings 
u p o n  t h e m  a t  w h i c h  t h ey  a r e  o f f e n d e d .  We  a r e 
a g a i n s t  a l l  Te r ms  o f  Commun ion  th a t  Ch r i s t  h a s 
no t  f i x ’d  t o  ou r  h and s ;  a nd  we re  t h a t  t h e  S t an - 
d a rd ,  t h ey  t h a t  s hou l d  j udge  i t  un l aw f u l  t o  Con - 
f o r m ,  wo u l d  o p p o s e  h i m  r a t h e r  t h a n  u s .  A n d  i f 
they wil l  be for ming and encreas ing Par t ies ,  to him 
they  mus t  an swe r  f o r  i t :  I f  t hey  w i l l  s e t  u p  o t h e r 
Chu r c h e s  i n  o ppo s i t i o n ,  t he re  i s  a  Day  o f  Reckon- 
i n g  n o t  f a r  o f f :  A n d  o u r  l e av i n g  t h e m  t o  t h a t , 
w i t hou t  any  o th e r  oppo s i t i on ,  t h an  r a t i on a l  a nd 
s c r i p t u r a l .  C o nv i c t i o n  a m o u n t s  t o,  w i l l ,  i n  o u r 
j udgmen t ,  mo re  con t r i bu t e  t o  t h e  p re s en t  Pe a c e
  of
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o f  t h e  Chu rch ,  t h an  a ny  con s t r a i n t  o r  f o rc e  we 
could pretend to make use of.

F i n a l l y :  W h a t  M r .  B a x t e r  o b s e r v e s  o f  s o m e 
i n  t h e  T ime s  o f  Con fu s i on ,  a s  to  the i r  be ing  h igh ly 
blameable,  for  t h ink ing  tha t  wha t eve r  ne eded  Amend- 
m e n t ,  r e q u i r ’d  t h e i r  o b s t i n a t e  S e p a r a t i o n ,  & c .  m ay 
s t i l l  r ema i n  t r u e  o f  s ome  t o  t h i s  d ay ,  a nd  ye t  t h e 
Separat ion of  those who think i t  unlawful  to com- 
p ly  wi th  such  Add i t ion s  to  Chr i s t ’s  l n s t i tu t ion  a s 
the  Sc r ip tu re  doe s  no t  wa r r an t ,  may  be  j u s t i f i a b l e 
b e f o r e  God ,  o r  i n  o t h e r  w o rd s,  b e  bu i l t  u p on  a  g o o d 
f o und a t i o n .  And  i t  b e i ng  l e f t  t o  u s  t o  b e  Judge s , 
we mus t  dec l a re,  we e s teem i t  bo th  r e a s onabl e  and 
be coming ,  for  us  to  c ou r t  an  Union ,  both wi th those 
tha t  r un f a r ther  f rom the  Church than we do,  and 
W i t h  t h e  E s t a b l i s h t  C h u r c h  t o o .  We  w i l l  c o u r t 
bo t h  t h e  one  a nd  t h e  o t h e r  t o  Un ion  s o  f a r ,  a s 
to  dec l a re  our  read ine s s  to  Embrace  them a s  Bre- 
thren,  and jon with them Occas ional ly  in a l l  Ordi- 
nance s  a s  an  Ev idence  o f  ou r  Cha r i t ab l e  Re spec t 
f o r  them,  p rov ided  they ’ l l  requ i re  Noth ing  o f  u s 
t h a t  we  j u d g e  u n l a w f u l :  B u t  we  d a r e  n o t  s o 
Cou r t  e i t h e r  o f  t h em ,  a s  i n  o rde r  t o  a  P re t end- 
e d  Un ion  w i t h  t h em ,  t o  a pp rove  o f  impo s i t i on s 
or comply with such things as we judge unlawful.

The  l a s t  P l e a  fo r  tho se  tha t  re apec t t ed  and  ad- 
h e r ’d  t o  t h e  E j e c t e d  M i n i s t e r s ,  wa s  t a ke n  f ro m 
t h e  R e m a r k s  t h ey  m a d e  u p o n  t h e  S p i r i t  o f  t h e 
C h u rc h ,  W h i c h  h a s  s i g n a l i z ’d  i t  s e l f ,  i n  a  m o s t 
Em inen t  manne r.  Bu t  a s  f o r  wha t  wa s  s u gge s t e d 
u n d e r  t h i s  H e a d ,  M r .  H o a d l y  s a y s  ’t i s  n o t h i n g 
bu t  I n v e c t i v e .  A n d  h e  Q u e r i e s  w h e t h e r  t h i s  i s  a n 
A r gumen t  f i t  t o  b e  U r g ’d  i n  De f e n c e  o f  a  S e p a ra t i o n 
o r  n o t ?  A s  i f  an  Argument  f rom the  Sp i r i t  o f  the 
R o m a n  C h u rc h  we re  s o  r i d i c u l o u s !  B u t  f o r  my 
Par t  I ’m not  a sham’d to  own tha t  I  t ake  what  was 
o f f e red  about  the  Sp i r i t  o f  the  Chur c h  o f  Eng l and 
f o r  a  ve r y  good  Con f i r ma t i on  o f  t h e  D i s s e n t e r s
  Acting
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A c t i n g  o n  t h e  G r o u n d s  b e f o r e  p r o p o s ’d .  F o r 
when they  tha t  had  the  Ascendan t ,  wou ld  requ i re 
a l l  t o  c o m p l y  w i t h  t h e i r  H u m o u r s  a n d  F a n c i e s 
to  con fo r m to  such  Impos i t ion s  a s  were  no t  war- 
r an t ed  by  S c r i p t u re  t o  comp l y  w i t h  s ome  t h i ng s 
a s  they  judg ’d  un lawfu l ,  o r  e l s e  they  mus t  be  ca s t 
o u t  o f  t h e  C h u r c h :  W h e n  s u c h  a  C o n s t i t u t i o n 
a s  our s  i s  mus t  be  se t t led ,  in  oppos i t ion to  a l l  the 
Pe r s u a s i on s ,  A r gumen t s ,  a nd  En t re a t i e s ,  u s e d  by 
the  Manager s  o f  the  Savoy Confe rence  when such 
i r re gu l a r  Me thod s  we re  u s ed  t o  s e t t l e  t h i s  Con- 
s t i t u t i o n ;  a n d ,  a f t e r  i t  w a s  o n c e  s e t t l e d ,  t o 
s t r e n g t h e n  a n d  c o n f i r m  i t ;  M e t h o d s  a l t o g e t h e r 
u n s c r i p t u r a l ;  M e t h o d s  d e s t r u s t i ve  o f  C h r i s t i a n 
C h a r i t y,  a n d  h i g h l y  p r e j u d i c i a l  t o  t h e  S o u l s  o f 
M e n ;  M e t h o d s  d i r e c t l y  t e n d i n g  t o  we a ke n  t h e 
P ro t e s t a n t  I n t e r e s t ,  a n d  mu c h  t o  d i s s e r ve  R e l i - 
g i o n  i n  g e n e r a l  a m o n g  u s ;  w h e n  t h ey  t h a t  h a d 
the  Management  d i s cove r ’d  such  a  Sp i r i t ,  I  th ink 
t h ey  w h o  we r e  f o r  m a k i n g  t h e  S c r i p t u r e  t h e i r 
S t anda rd ,  had  the  more  re a son  to  wi th s t and  the i r 
E n c ro a c h m e n t s ,  ( w h i c h  we r e  l i k e l y  e n o u g h  t o 
imp rove  i n  t ime )  un l e s s  t h ey  wou ld  r un  t h e  h a - 
z a r d  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  l o s s  o f  t h e i r  P u r i t y  a n d  L i - 
b e r t y  t o o ,  a n d  h ave  a  b a n d  i n  b e t r a y i n g  b o t h 
t h e i r  C i v i l  a n d  R e l i g i o u s  R i g h t s .  A n d  t h i s  I 
t h i nk  may  b e  ve r y  s a f e l y  men t i on ’d  even  by  o n e 
t h a t  p r e t e n d s  t o  s t u dy  P e a c e  a nd  Re c on c i l i a t i o n  t oo, 
a s  long  a s  he  ha s  so  much  rea son  to  be l i eve,  tha t 
n o  t r u e  Pe a c e  a n d  R e c o n c i l i a t i o n  c a n  p o s s i b l y 
b e  e f f e c t e d ,  w h i l e  s u c h  a  S p i r i t  i s  c h e r i s h e d , 
p a l l i a t e d ,  o r  j u s t i f i e d .  I t  i s  u r g ’d ,  w i t h o u t  a ny 
R e f l e c t i o n  u p o n  t h e  w e a k n e s s  o f  i t ,  b e c a u s e  i t  i s 
t h o u g h t  t o  h ave  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  s t r e n g t h  i n  i t . 
A n d  a s  f o r  a n  A n t i d o t e  a g a i n s t  t h e  P o i s o n  o f  i t , 
tha t  mus t  be  le f t  to  those  who are  able  to  cont r i - 
bu te  any  th ing  to  a  Cure.  Bu t  tha t  a  men t ion ing 
o f  t h a t  a s s u m i n g  S p i r i t  t h a t  l i e s  a t  t h e  b o t t o m
 O of
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o f  a l l  ou r  Impo s i t i on s ,  s hou l d  b e  rep re s en t ed  a s 
a  s u p p o r t i n g  a n d  c a r e s s i n g  P e o p l e  i n  a l l  t h e i r  m o s t 
u n r e a s o n a b l e  a n d  f o o l i s h  P r e j u d i c e s,  a n d  a  mu l t i p ly - 
i n g  Ob j e c t i o n s  a g a i n s t  t h e  Chu r c h ,  a t  t h e  exp en c e  o f 
Ch a r i t y  a n d  J u d gm e n t ,  i s  a  s i g n  t h a t  I  h ave  h e re 
t o u c h ’d  u p o n  a  s o r e  p l a c e .  I  a m  t o l d ,  i f  t h i s 
b e  t h o u g h t  a  g o o d  r e a s o n  f o r  N o n c o n f o r m i t y,  t h e n 
t h e  Gen t l eman  s e e s  no  hop e s  o f  pu t t i n g  an  end  t o  i t , 
e v e n  u p o n  t h e  g r o u n d s  w e  o u r  s e l v e s  d e s i r e .  I  a n - 
swe r ;  Th a t  a s  f o r  t h e  Ob j e c t i on  t a ken  f rom  t h e 
a s s um ing  Sp i r i t  o f  t h e  Chu rch ,  wh i c h  h a s  do n e 
so  much  to  d r aw o f f  the  A f f ec t ion s  o f  some Men 
f rom  i t ,  i t  w i l l  immed i a t e l y  b e  remov ’d  a s  s oon 
a s  e ve r  t h a t  a s s u m i n g  S p i r i t  i s  l a i d  a s i d e .  ’ T i s 
s a i d ,  No Aba t emen t s  o r  Amendmen t s  i n  t h e  Chu r c h , 
i t s  D i s c i p l i n e,  Gove r nmen t ,  o r  L i t u r gy,  c a n  p o s s i b ly 
r e m o v e  s u c h  Ob j e c t i o n s  a s  t h i s .  I  a n swe r ;  L e t  bu t 
t h e  C h u r c h  m a ke  t h e  s a m e  A b a t e m e n t s  i n  i t s 
S e t t l emen t  a s  Ch r i s t  h a s  done  i n  h i s  Go spe l ;  l e t 
h e r  bu t  Amend  by  d ropp ing  a l l  un s c r i p tu r a l  Ad- 
d i t i o n s ;  a n d  w h e n  s h e  h a s  d o n e ,  l e ave  M e n  a t 
l i b e r t y  t o  a c t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  ow n  L i g h t , 
w i t h o u t  B o n d s  a n d  O a t h s ,  a n d  e n s n a r i n g  O b l i - 
g a t i on s ;  and  a s  f o r  t h i s  Ob j ec t i on ,  ’t i s  e f f e c tu a l - 
l y  remov ’d :  Bu t  t i l l  t h en ,  a s  much  a s  Mr.  Hoad - 
ly  de sp i s e s  i t ,  he  mus t  a l l ow o the r s  to  apprehend 
it has some force.

’ T i s  a d d e d .  N o r  c a n  t h e r e  e v e r  b e  r e v i v ’d  a 
S p i r i t  o f  L o v e ,  a n d  a  d e s i r e  o f  U n i o n  a m o n g s t  u s, 
wh i l s t  l i t t l e  Con s c i e n c e  i s  mad e  o f  pu t t i n g  t h e  Wo r s t 
C o n s t r u c t i o n  u p o n  t h e  A c t i o n s  o f  o t h e r s,  a n d  t h e m 
b r i n g i n g  t h e i r  P e r s o n s  i n t o  t h e  Qua r r e l ;  o f  p r e j u d i - 
c i n g  Men  a ga i n s t  a  Cau s e,  by  wha t  ha t h  no  mo r e  r e - 
l a t i o n  t o  i t  ( i n  t r u t h )  t h an  t h e  mo s t  d i s t a n t  t h i n g  i n 
n a t u r e .  W h i c h  i s  f r e e l y  g r a n t e d  h i m .  A n d 
there fore  he  would  have  done  we l l  to  have  shewn 
what  be t te r  Cons t r uc t ion the  Act ions  o f  the  High 
C h u r c h  Pa r t y,  m e n t i o n ’d  u n d e r  t h i s  A r g u m e n t ,
  wou’d
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have  bor n ,  than what  i s  here  put  upon them:  And 
h ow  we  c a n  avo i d  b r i n g i n g  t h o s e  Pe r s o n s  i n t o 
t he  Qua r re l ,  who  have  made  wha t  Qua r re l  t h e re 
i s  among  u s ,  and  s e t t l ed  such  a  Bot tom a s  i s  l i ke 
to  pe r pe tua t e  th a t  Qua r re l :  And  he  shou ld  have- 
added  some  Ev idence,  t h a t  t he  Po l i t i c a l  Me thod s 
o f  t h e  C h u r c h ,  t o  s e t t l e  a n d  c o n f i r m  a b s o l o t e 
C o n f o r m i t y  t o  t h e i r  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  h a s  n o  m o re 
r e l a t i on  t o  t h e  Noncon f o r m i t y  o f  t h e  Re f u s e r s , 
t h a n  t h e  m o s t  d i s t a n t  t h i n g  i n  n a t u re .  Wi t h o u t 
t h i s ,  h i s  wa r m  D i s c o u r s e  h a s  m o r e  i n  i t  o f  a n 
I n v e c t i v e ,  t h a n  t h e  A r g u m e n t  h e  i n v e i g h s  a - 
gainst.

But  he goes  on:  Suppos ing  the s e  Ac cusa t i ons  o f  the 
C l e r gy  t r u e,  and  suppo s in g  t h e  Cr ime  a s  g r e a t  a s  you 
p l e a s e ;  d o e s  i t  f o l l o w,  b e c a u s e  s o m e  o f  t h e  R u l i n g 
C l e r gy  h a v e  b e e n  r i g i d  Ta s kma s t e r s,  h a v e  b e e n  Men 
o f  i l l  Temp e r s,  o r  s e v e r e  i n  t h e i r  A t t emp t s  t o  b r i n g 
Men  t o  Con f o r m i t y,  t h e r e f o r e  t h e  Peop l e  ough t  no t  t o 
C o n f o r m ?  I  a n s we r ;  T h o ’ i t  d o n ’ t  f o l l ow  b e - 
c au s e  s ome  o f  t h e  C l e r g y  we re  i l l  t empe r ’d  a nd 
s eve re ,  t h e re f o re  Pe o p l e  o u g h t  n o t  t o  c o n f o r m ; 
ye t  i f  those  tha t  had  the  a scendant  when the  Se t- 
t l emen t  wa s  f i x ’d ,  b e s i d e s  t h e i r  un s c r i p tu r a l  Im- 
po s i t ion s  which  cou ld  no t  be  ju s t i f y ’d ,  took  such 
mea su re s  a s  t h e  Peop l e  f ound  we re  l i ke l y  t o  en - 
sna re  the i r  Consc i ence s ,  and  convey ’d  such  P r in- 
c ip le s  to  the i r  Succes sor s  a s  tended to  obs t r uc t  a l l 
Re l i e f ,  I  c an ’t  s e e  how the  Peop l e  cou ld  be  ob- 
l i g ’d  t o  c o n f o r m .  T h o ’ t h e i r  C o n f o r m i t y  w o u l d 
n o t  o b l i g e  Men  t o  a p p r o v e  o f  t h e  Temp e r s  a n d  A c t i - 
on s  o f  e v e r y  Man  t h a t  c on f o r m ’d ,  ye t  i t  wou ld  have 
b i d  f a i r  f o r  s u b j e c t i n g  t h e m  t o  t h e  p l e a s u r e  o f 
t h o s e ,  t o  w h o m  t h ey  we re  u n d e r  n o  o b l i g a t i o n 
in  Consc ience  to  be  sub jec t  in  such mat te r s .  That 
t h e i r  Con f o r m i t y  w o u l d  h a v e  wh o l l y  p u t  a n  e n d  t o 
t h e  R i g o r s  a n d  a s s u m i n g  P r e t e n s i o n s  o f  t h e  R u l i n g 
C l e r gy ,  i s  t o  me  to  t he  f u l l  a s  l i ke l y  a s  t h a t  ou r
 O 2 general
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genera l  subsc r ib ing  to  the  Counc i l  o f  Tr en t ,  shou ld 
ke e p  o u t  Po p e r y ;  a n d  i n d e e d  n o t  m u c h  m o r e . 
A n d  t h e i r  b e i n g  N o n c o n f o r m i s t s ,  i n  c o n s i d e r a - 
t i on  o f  t he s e  R igo r s ,  ( t o  wh i ch  the  Ac t  o f  Un i - 
f o r m i t y  o p e n e d  a  way )  w h i l e  ye t  t h e s e  R i g o r s 
we r e  u s e d  b e c a u s e  t h e y  we r e  N o n c o n f o r m i s t s , 
i s  no  more  i n con s i s t en t ,  t h an  ’t i s  f o r  Pe r s on s  t o 
be  P ro t e s t an t s  i n  con s ide r a t ion  o f  the  Cr ue l t y  o f 
t h e  R o m a n  C h u r c h ,  w h i l e  ye t  t h a t  C r u e l t y  i s 
u s e d  t ow a r d s  Pe o p l e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  P r o t e - 
stants.

A s  f o r  w h a t  f o l l ow s  i n  M r.  H o a d ly ,  i t  s o  f u l - 
l y  exp re s s e s  my  s en s e,  t h a t  I  s h a l l  t ake  the  f re e - 
d o m  t o  b o r row  h i s  Wo rd s ,  w i t h o u t  a ny  v a r i a - 
tion.

Would  Men  tha t  w r i t e  i n  su c h  Cau s e s  bu t  c on s i d e r, 
t ha t  t h ey  w r i t e  i n  t h e  p r e s en c e  o f  God ,  and  tha t  t h ey 
a r e  t o  a n s w e r  f o r  e v e r y  I n s i n u a t i o n ,  a n d  e v e r y  u n - 
r e a s o n a b l e  A g g r a v a t i o n ;  f o r  e v e r y  t h i n g  t h e y  s a y 
t h a t  m ay  b l i n d  t h e  E y e s,  a n d  p r e j u d i c e  t h e  U n d e r - 
s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e i r  R e a d e r s ;  f o r  e v e r y  h i n d r a n c e  t h a t 
t h e y  l ay  i n  t h e  w ay  t o  P e a c e  a n d  U n i o n  f o r  e v e r y 
Word  and  Sen t en c e  t h a t  may  i n c en s e  t h e  d i v i d ed  Pa r - 
t i e s  o f  Ch r i s t i an s  a g a i n s t  on e  ano t h e r ;  w e  s h ou l d  no t 
s e e  s o  f r e qu en t ly  i n  Book s  o f  Con t r o ve r s i e  t h e  Ma rk s 
o f  Pa s s i on  a n d  s t u bbo r n  P re j ud i c e ,  wh e r e  n o t h i n g 
ou gh t  t o  b e  s e en  bu t  Rea son  and  Good-na tu re,  and 
a  d i s po s i t i on  i n c l i n ’d  t o  pu t  t h e  mo s t  fa vou rab l e  Con- 
s t r u c t i o n s  upon  t h e  De s i gn s  o f  o the r s ;  whe r e  n o t h i n g 
ough t  t o  b e  s e en  bu t  wha t  t end s  t o  t h e  c ompo s i n g  t h e 
u n h a p py  D i f f e r e n c e s,  b e tw e e n  Men  o f  t h e  s am e  Na - 
t i o n ;  and  t h e  s ame  P r o f e s s i o n .  We  a l l  p r e t e nd  t o  l a - 
men t  ou r  D i s s e n t i on s,  and  t o  w i s h  f o r  a  p e r f e c t  Un i - 
n ion;  but  when wi l l  i t  be  s e en,  tha t  we sha l l  s tudy no t 
t o  o f f e n d ,  o r  i n c e n s e  t h o s e  w h o m  w e  d i f f e r  f r o m ? 
When  s h a l l  w e  l e a r n  t o  a r g u e  w i t h ou t  Re f l e x i on s,  o r 
Ra i l i n g ?  When  s h a l l  t h e  Con t e s t  b e tw e en  u s  b e,  n o t 
who  s h a l l  s ay  t h e  b i t t e r e s t  t h i n g s,  who  s h a l l  u s e  t h e
  most
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m o s t  s e v e r e  a n d  c u t t i n g  L a n g u a g e ,  w h o  s h a l l  v e x 
and  i r r i t a t e  h i s  Adve r s a r y  mo s t ,  o r  who  sha l l  k e ep  up 
h i s  Pa r t y  m o s t  e f f e c t u a l l y ;  b u t  w h o  s h a l l  r e p r e s e n t 
t h i n g s  w i t h  mo s t  t r u t h  and  c and o r ;  who  s h a l l  c o n t r i - 
bu t e  m o s t  t o  t h e  s e t t i n g  t h i n g s  i n  a  d u e  l i g h t ;  w h o 
sha l l  mos t  e f f e c tua l ly  pave  th e  way  t o  Pea c e  and  Con- 
c o r d ,  r e m o v e  M e n s  P r e j u d i c e s,  s w e e t e n  t h e i r  Te m - 
p e r s,  and  d raw th e i r  A f f e c t i on s  n ea r e r  t o  on e  ano th e r ? 
Bu t  wha t  e nd  i s  t h e r e  o f  D i v i s i o n  and  Ha t r e d ,  wh en 
Men canno t  b e  c on t en t ed  w i th  the  b e s t  Reason ing the i r 
Cau s e  w i l l  b e a r,  bu t  a r e  e ve r  bu r t h en i n g  i t  w i t h  Ag- 
g rava t ions ,  whi c h  a lways  wo rk  mor e  than  Argument s , 
a n d  n e v e r  f a i l  t o  d e s t r o y  C h r i s t i a n  C h a r i t y  i n  t h e 
Wo r l d ?  Th i s  Thou gh t  h a t h  i t s  u s e  i n  a l l  Con t r o v e r - 
s i e s,  and e spe c ia l ly  in  th i s.  I  hea r t i ly  wi sh  i t  may have 
t h e  s ame  e f f e c t  upon  a l l  o t h e r s,  a s  I  h op e  i t  w i l l  e ve r 
have  upon me .  I  hope the Gent leman won’t  l ike thi s 
Passage in his own Book, and dislike it in mine.

But  ’t i s  now h igh  t ime  to  p roceed  to  the  l a t t e r 
p a r t  o f  t h e  Te n t h  C h a p t e r  o f  my  A b r i d g m e n t , 
which goes on thus:

“ T h i n g s  b e i n g  i n  t h e  Po s t u r e  t h a t  h a t h  b e e n 
“ t h u s  b r i e f l y  r e p r e s e n t e d ;  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o n - 
“ s t i t u t i o n  b e i n g  s o  c o n t r i v ’d ,  a s  t o  k e e p  o u t 
“ m a n y,  b o t h  M i n i s t e r s  a n d  Pe o p l e ,  w h o  we r e 
“ t r u l y  C o n t e n t i o u s ,  u p o n  s u c h  a c c o u n t s  a s 
“ t h o s e  m e n t i o n ’d  i t  w a s  a  v e r y  n a t u r a l  Q u e - 
“ s t i o n ,  W h a t  m u s t  t h e y  d o ?  W i t h o u t  t h e 
“ C r o s s  a n d  S p o n s o r s ,  t h e r e  w a s  n o  B a p t i s m 
“ t o  b e  h a d ;  w i t h o u t  K n e e l i n g ,  n o  C o m m u - 
“ n i o n ;  w i t h o u t  s u b m i t t i n g ,  i n  m a n y  P a r i s h e s , 
“ t o  u n q u a l i f y ’d  G u i d e s ,  t h e r e  w a s  n o  r o o m 
“ l e f t ,  b y  t h e  L aw,  f o r  M i n i s t e r i a l  I n s t r u c t i o n , 
“ a n d  P a s t o r a l  H e l p ;  a n d  we r e  t h e  t h i n g s  r e - 
“qu i r ’d ,  own ’d  t o  b e  i n  t h emse l ve s  l aw fu l ,  t h e re 
“ wa s  n o  f a l l i n g  w h o l l y  i n  w i t h  t h e m ,  w i t h o u t 
“ p r a c t i c a l  s u b m i t t i n g  t o  a  p r e t e n d e d  A u t h o r i t y 
“ o f  m a k i n g  n ew  Te r m s  o f  C o m m u n i o n ,  w h i c h
 O 3 “was
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“ w a s  m o r e  t h a n  i t  c o u l d  b e  m a d e  a p p e a r 
“ o u r  B l e s s e d  L o r d  h a d  e n t r u s t e d  a n y  M o r t a l s 

“ w i t h .  H o w  t h e n  m u s t  t h e y 
“ s t e e r ?  Mu s t  t h ey  l i t  s t i l l  w i t h - 
“ o u t  a n y  O r d i n a n c e s  a t  a l l ? 
“ O r,  mu s t  t h ey  g o  a g a i n s t  t h e i r 
“ C o n s c i e n c e s ,  t h a t  t h e y  m i g h t 
“en joy  them?  Mus t  t hey  be  con- 
“ t e n t e d  t o  b e  d e p r i v ’d  o f  t h e 

“ n e c e s s a r y  M e a n s  o f  S a l v a t i o n ?  M u s t  t h ey  l i ve 
“ l i ke  Pa g an s  t i l l  t h ey  go t  r i d  o f  t h e i r  S c r up l e s ? 
“ T h a t  c e r t a i n l y  wo u l d  b e  u n b e c o m i n g  C h r i s t i - 
“ a n s ;  a n d  u n a c c o u n t a b l e  i n  s u c h  a s  k n e w  t h e 
“wor th  o f  Sou l s ,  and  t he  we i gh t  o f  t h i ng s  E t e r - 
“ n a l .  A n d  i f  n o t ,  t h e n  t h e y  m u s t  t a k e  f i t t i n g 
“ o p p o r t u n i t i e s  o f  wo r s h i p p i n g  G o d  a c c o r d i n g 
“ t o  t h e i r  C o n s c i e n c e s ,  i n  a  f r e e d o m  f ro m  e n - 
“ s n a r i n g  I m p o s i t i o n s ;  b e i n g  c a r e f u l ,  i n  t h e 
“ m e a n  t i m e ,  t o  m a i n t a i n  L ove  a n d  C h a r i t y  t o - 
“ w a r d s  t h o s e  f r o m  w h o m  t h e y  d i f f e r ’d .  A n d 
“ th i s  wa s  the  cour s e  they  a cco rd ing l y  took ,  h av- 
“ i n g  s o m e t i m e s  t h e  S m i l e s ,  a n d  s o m e t i m e s  t h e 
“ F row n s  o f  t h e  G ove r n m e n t ;  b e i n g  s o m e t i m e s 
“ To l e r a t e d ,  a n d  s o m e t i m e s  A b r i d g ’d  t i l l  a t 
“ l a s t  t h e  f r u i t l e s n e s s  o f  R i go r  a n d  S eve r i t y  b e - 
“ i n g  g e n e r a l l y  e v i d e n t ,  t h ey  we r e  t a ke n  u n d e r 
“ t h e  p u b l i c k  P ro t e c t i o n ,  a n d  h a d  t h e i r  L i b e r t y 
“ a l l o w ’d  t h e m  b y  K i n g ,  L o r d s ,  a n d  C o m - 
“mons.

“ I n  t h e  m e a n  w h i l e ,  a m o n g  o t h e r  C h a r g e s 
“ t h a t  we r e  b r o u g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e m ,  n o n e  m a d e 
“ m o r e  n o i s e  t h a n  t h a t  o f  S c h i s m .  B o t h  M i n i - 
“ s t e r s  a n d  Pe o p l e ,  u p o n  t h e  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e i r 
“ s e p a r a t e  A s s emb l i e s ,  we re  c r y ’d  ou t  upon  f rom 
“ P r e s s  a n d  P u l p i t ,  a s  d a n g e r o u s  S c h i s m a t i c k s , 
“ a n d  u n d e r  t h a t  n o t i o n  b r o u g h t  u n d e r  a  p o - 
“ p u l a r  O d i u m ,  a n d  l a d e n  w i t h  u n s p e a k a b l e  R e - 
“ p ro a c h .  A  g r e a t  D u s t  wa s  r a i s ’d ,  w i t h  w h i c h
  the

S e e  t h i s  B r a n c h  o f  t h e 
A r g u m e n t  h a n d l e d  a t  l a r g e 
i n  M r .  H o w ’ s  L e t t e r  t o  a 
P e r s o n  o f  Q u a l i t y ,  w h o 
t o o k  o f f e n c e  a t  D e a n  S t i l — 
lingfleet’s Sermon.
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“ t h e  Eye s  o f  many  we re  t oo  much  a f f e c t e d ,  f o r 
“ t h e m  t o  d i s c e r n  d i s t i n c t l y  t h e  M e r i t s  o f  t h e 
“ C a u s e  i n  d e b a t e .  T h i s  h a t h  b e e n  a n  u s u a l 
“ M e t h o d ,  a n d  i s  n o  n e w  I nve n t i o n .  A  M e m - 
“ b e r  o f  t h e i r  ow n ,  t h e  I n g e n i o u s  M r.  H a l e s  o f 
“Ea t o n ,  (who  by  a  good  t oken  h a t h  h ad  a  g re a t 
“ m a n y  h a r d  Wo r d s  f o r  h i s  p a i n s )  t o l d  t h e m 
“ long  ago.  Tha t  He r e s i e  a n d  S c h i sm  a r e  tw o  Th e o - 
“ l o g i c a l  S c a r e - c r ow s,  u s e d  by  t h o s e  t h a t  s e e k  t o  a p - 
“ho l d  a  Pa r t y  i n  Re l i g i on ,  t o  t e r r i f y  t h e i r  Oppo s i t e s . 
“ H oweve r ,  t h ey  we i g h ’d  t h e  m a t t e r ,  c o n s i d e r ’d 
“ t h e  g r o u n d s  o f  t h e  C h a r g e  b r o u g h t  a g a i n s t 
“ t h e m ,  f o u n d  t h e m s e l ve s  I n n o c e n t ,  a n d  m a d e 
“ t h e i r  A p p e a l  t o  t h e  U n p r e j u d i c ’d  a n d  I m p a r - 
“ t i a l ,  i n  d i v e r s  A p o l o g e t i c k  W r i t i n g s .  T h e y 
“ p l e a d e d  t h a t  t h e i r  P r a c t i c e  wa s  n o t  w h a t  t h e 
“ S c r i p t u r e  c a l l s  S c h i s m .  A s  S c h i s m  i s  t h e r e  r e -  
“ p r e s e n t e d ,  i t  l i e s  n o t  s o  m u c h  i n  v a r i e t y  o f 
“ O p i n i o n s ,  o r  d i f f e r e n t  P r a c t i c e s ,  M o d e s  o r  
“ F o r m s ,  o r  d i f f e r e n t  P l a c e s  o f  Wo r s h i p,  a s  i n 
“ a  w a n t  o f  t r u e  L o v e  a n d  C h a r i t y.  F o r ,  a s 
“ H e r e s i e  i s  o p p o s ’d  t o  t h e  F a i t h ,  s o  i s  S c h i s m 
“ o p p o s ’d  t o  L o v e ;  a n d  b o t h  H e r e s i e  a n d  S c h i s m 
“ a re  d i s t i ngu i sh ’d  by  t ho s e  t h ing s  t o  wh i ch  e a ch 
“ o f  t h e m  i s  o p p o s ’d .  T h i s  t h e y  e v i d e n c e d  b y 
“ a  d i s t i n c t  Con s i d e r a t i on  o f  t h e  s eve r a l  Pa s s a g e s 
“ o f  S c r i p t u r e ,  w h e r e  S c h i s m  i s  m e n t i o n ’d ; 
“wh ich  do  a l l  o f  t hem so  ev iden t l y  po in t  a t  Un- 
“ c h a r i t a b l e n e s s ,  a s  t h e  d i f e r i m i n a t i n g  B a d g e  o f 
“ S c h i s m a t i c k s ,  a s  g ave  t h e m  a bu n d a n t  S a t i s f a c t i - 
“ o n  t h ey  we r e  f r e e  f ro m  g u i l t  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t , 
“ t ho ’ s ep a r a t i ng  o f  Commun ion ,  s o  l ong  a s  t h ey 
“ t o o k  c a r e  n o t  t o  v i o l a t e  t h a t  L ove  a n d  C h a - 
“ r i t y  w h i c h  o u g h t  t o  b e  a m o n g  C h r i s t i a n s ,  H e 
“ t h a t  i s  c o nve r s a n t  w i t h  S c r i p t u r e ,  m ay  e a s i l y 
“ob s e r ve ,  t h a t  t h e re  may  b e  S c h i sm ,  o r  a  S ch i s - 
“ m a t i c a l  S p i r i t ,  wo r k i n g  i n  a  C h u r c h ,  w h e r e 
“ t h e r e  i s  n o  l o c a l  S e p a r a t i o n ;  a n d  t h e r e  m a y
 O 4 “be
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“ b e  a  S e p a r a t i o n  a n d  ye t  n o  S c h i s m  o n  t h e  Pa r t 
“ o f  t h e m  t h a t  S e p e r a t e .  N ay,  t h a t  t h e r e  c a n  b e 
“ n o  S c h i s m  i n  S c r i p t u re  a c c o u n t  w h e re  t h e re  i s 
“ n o t  a n  u n c h a r i t a b l e  a l i e n a t i o n  o f  C h r i s t i a n s 
“ H e a r t s  f ro m  e a c h  o t h e r ,  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  D i f - 
“ f e r ing  apprehen s ion s  abou t  Le s s e r  th ing s  o f  Re- 
“ l i g i o n .  T h i s  b e i n g  t h e  t r u e  S c r i p t u r e  n o t i o n 
“ o f  S c h i s m ,  t h ey  t h o u g h t  i t  ve r y  E v i d e n t ,  t h a t 
“ s ome  on  e a ch  s i d e  i n  t h i s  Deb a t e ,  may  b e  un - 
“ d e r  G u i l t ,  b u t  t h a t  a l l  o n  n e i t h e r  s i d e  we r e 
“ f a i r l y  c h a r g e a b l e :  P a r t i c u l a r l y,  t h a t  a l l  t h o s e 
“ w h o  s e p e r a t e  f ro m  t h e  C h u rc h  o f  E n g l a n d  a r e 
“ n o t  j u s t l y  c h a r g e a b l e  i n  t h i s  R e s p e c t ,  t h e r e 
“be ing  many  among them,  who tho ’ they ’ l l  f ree ly 
“ g i ve  t h e i r  B r e t h r e n  o f  t h e  E s t a b l i s h ’d  C h u rc h 
“ t h e  P r e f e r e n c e  i n  m a n y  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  w i l l 
“ v ye  w i t h  t h em  f o r  a  f r e e ,  l a r g e ,  a nd  Ex t en s ive 
“charity.

“ Pa s s i n g  f ro m  t h e  S c r i p t u re s  t o  t h e  P r i m i t i ve 
“Fa the r s ,  t hey  found  many  o f  the i r  Exc l ama t ion s 
“ aga in s t  the  S in  o f  S c h i sm  ve r y  wa r m and  s eve re, 
“ a n d  Pe r h a p s  i t  m ay  b e  m a d e  a p p e a r  t h a t  s o m e 
“ o f  t h e m ,  m i g h t  l a y  m o r e  s t r e s s  ( i n  t h e i r  R e - 
“p re s en t a t i on  o f  t h e  t h i ng  t h ey  s o  h e av i l y  Cen- 
“ s u r ’d )  o n  t h e  b a r e  S e p a r a t i o n ,  a n d  l e s s  o n  a n 
“ u n c h a r i t a b l e  S p i r i t  a n d  Te m p e r ,  t h a n  we  c a n 
“ d i s c e r n  i n  S c r i p t u r e ,  w h i c h  wa s  t h e i r  p ro p e r 
“ s t anda rd  a s  we l l  a s  ou r s :  Bu t  be  th a t  a s  i t  w i l l , 
“ t h e  Po o r  B r a n d e d  D i s s e n t e r s  h ave  n o t  s t u c k  t o 
“ ow n ,  t h a t  t h e  H e av y  C e n s u r e s  o f  t h e  P r i m i - 
“ t i ve  F a t h e r s ,  we r e  b e t t e r  G ro u n d e d  t h a n  o u r 
“ M o d e r n  I nve c t i ve s ,  a n d  t h ey  g i ve  t h i s  R e a s o n 
“ f o r  i t ,  w h i c h  d e s e r ve s  t o  b e  C o n s i d e r ’d ;  v i z . 
“ B e c a u s e  t h e  C h u r c h  i n  t h o s e  t i m e s  m a d e  n o 
“ o t h e r  Te r m s  o f  C o m mu n i o n ,  t h a n  C h r i s t  h a d 
“ m a d e  t o  h e r  H a n d s  :  W h e r e a s  ’t i s  n ow  q u i t e 
“ o t h e r w i s e .  A n d  ye t  t h ey  f o u n d  eve n  a s  s eve r e 
“ a  Pe r s o n  a s  S t .  C y p r i a n ,  d e c l a r i n g  t h a t  a  C o n -
  scientious
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“ s c i e n t i o u s  P e o p l e  o u gh t  t o  S e p a ra t e  t h em s e l v e s  f r om 
“ a  S c a n d a l o u s  a n d  W i c k e d  Pa s t o u r ;  w h e n c e  t h ey 
“ i n f e r r ’d ,  t h a t  t h e re  m ay  b e  s o m e  j u s t  G ro u n d s 
“ o f  S e p e r a t i o n ,  e ve n  i n  t h e  s e n c e  o f  t h e  F a - 
“ t h e r s :  A n d  t h a t  e v e n  w h e r e  t h e r e  m a y  b e 
“ t h e  t r u e  F a i t h ,  a n d  a c c e p t a b l e  Wo r s h i p ; 
“ w h e r e  a l l  s a c r e d  o r d i n a n c e s  m a y  b e  Va l i d l y 
“ a d m i n i s t r e d ,  a n d  n o t h i n g  t h a t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o 
“ S a l v a t i o n  b e  w a n t i n g :  A n d  C o n s e q u e n t l y 
“ S e p e r a t i o n  e ve n  f r o m  a  t r u e  C h u r c h ,  w h e r e 
“Ord i n an c e s  a re  va l i d ,  a nd  no t h i n g  n e c e s s a r y  i s 
“ wa n t i n g ,  i s  n o t  i n  t h e i r  E s t e e m ,  ( i f  t h e y  a r e 
“ con s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h ems e l ve s )  p re s en t l y  Damna b l e 
“Schism.

“ T h e y  f a r t h e r  p l e a d e d ,  t h a t  t h e i r  S e p a r a t i - 
“on  wa s  no t  c h o s e n  a nd  Vo l un t a r y ,  bu t  f o r c ’d  a nd 
“Con s t r a i n ’d .  They  we re  c a s t  ou t  o f  t h e  Chu rch 
“ by  t h e i r  I m p o s i t i o n s  a n d  E x c o m mu n i c a t e d  by 
“ t h e i r  C a n o n s :  O n  w h i c h  a c c o u n t  m a n y  o f 
“ t h e  L a u d e n s i a n  F a c t i o n ,  eve n  t o  t h i s  D ay  d e ny 
“ t h e m  C h r i s t i a n  B u r i a l ;  ( a s  t h e  c h a r i t a b l e 
“ M r .  R o b e r t  B u r s c o u g h  o f  To t n e s s ,  a n d  o t h e r s . ) 
“ T h ey  we r e  f r e e  t o  h o l d  c o n s t a n t  c o m m u n i o n 
“w i th  t h e  E s t ab l i s h ’d  Chu rch ,  upon  t ho s e  Te r ms 
“wh i ch  Ch r i s t  h ad  made  n e c e s s a r y  e i t h e r  t o  v i - 
“ s i b l e  o r  R e a l  C h r i s t i a n i t y,  o r  t o  t h e  E xe r c i s e 
“ o f  t h e  M i n i s t r y ;  b u t  w e r e  r e j e c t e d  w i t h 
“ s c o r n  w i t h o u t  f a r t h e r  C o m p l ya n c e ,  i n  T h i n g s 
“ w h i c h  a f t e r  t h e  u t m o s t  s e a r c h ,  t h ey  c o u l d  n o t 
“ f i n d  t h e  Wo r d  o f  G o d  w o u l d  w a r r a n t .  S o 
“ t h a t  t h e y  d i d  n o t  t h row  o u t  t h e m s e l ve s ,  b u t 
“ w e r e  R e j e c t e d :  T h e y  d i d  n o t  Vo l u n t a - 
“ r i l y  s e p a r a t e ,  b u t  w e r e  f o r c ’d  t o  i t :  T h e y 
“ we re  p a s s i ve  a n d  n o t  a c t i ve :  A n d  h av i n g  Pe t i - 
“ t i o n e d ,  a n d  E x p o s t u l a t e d ,  P r ay ’d ,  a n d  wa i t e d 
“ f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e  t o  l i t t l e  p u r p o s e ,  t h ey  c o u l d 
“no t  s e e  a ny  rema i n i n g  Du t y  Ly i n g  upon  t h em , 
“but  to  p rov ide  fo r  the  Nece s s i t i e s  o f  the i r  Sou l s
  and
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“ a n d  t h e  Wo r s h i p  o f  G o d ,  i n  t h e  b e s t  m a n n e r 
“ t h ey  c o u l d ,  w i t h  s a f e t y  t o  t h e i r  C o n s c i e n c e s ; 
“ m a i n t a i n i n g  L ove  a n d  C h a r i t y  t owa r d s  t h o s e 
“ w h o  R e j e c t e d  t h e m ,  a n d  wa i t i n g  p a t i e n t l y  t i l l 
“ they  shou ld  become sen s ib l e  o f  the i r  unbro the r - 
“ l y  Tre a tmen t  o f  t h em ,  a nd  Open  t h e  Doo r  f o r 
“their Restauration.

“ T h e y  f a r t h e r  p l e a d e d ,  t h a t  i f  t h e r e  w e r e 
“ a  S c h i s m  a m o n g  u s ,  i t  m o s t  p r o p e r l y  l a y  a t 
“ t h e i r  D o o r ,  w h o  l a i d  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  i t  by 
“ t h e i r  s c r u p l e d  I m p o s i t i o n s ,  a n d  m i g h t  r e m ove 
“ i t ,  a n d  p r eve n t  t h e  d i s m a l  C o n s e q u e n c e s  t h ey 
“ s o  m u c h  c o m p l a i n  o f ,  b y  l e a v i n g  t h e  t h i n g s 
“ t h a t  a r e  s o  s t r a i t l y  e n j oy n ’d ,  i n  t h e i r  p ro p e r 
“ n a t u r a l  I n d i f f e r e n c e .  T h e y  f o u n d ,  t h a t  t h e 
“ma i n  I n l e t  o f  a l l  t h e  D i s t r a c t i on s ,  Con fu s i on s , 
“ a n d  D i v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  Wo r l d ,  h a t h 
“ b e e n  t h e  a d d i n g  o t h e r  C o n d i t i o n s  o f  C h u rc h - 
“ C o m m u n i o n  t h a n  C h r i s t  h a t h  d o n e .  T h e y 
“ cou l d  mee t  w i t h  no  Cha r t e r  t h a t  h e  h ad  g iven 
“ t o  a n y  Pe r s o n s ,  w h e t h e r  t h e y  w e r e  c l o t h ’d 
“ w i t h  a  C i v i l  o r  a n  E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  A u t h o r i t y, 
“ c o n t a i n i n g  a ny  Powe r  o f  m a k i n g  s u c h  I m p o s i - 
“tions.

“ T h e y  d u r s t  n o t  t h e r e f o r e  e n c o u r a g e  s u c h 
“ P r e t e n f i o n s .  I f  t h e y  w o u l d  d r o p  t h e m ,  t h e 
“ S c h i s m  wo u l d  v a n i s h .  I f  t h e y  we r e  f o n d e r  o f 
“ t h e m ,  t h a n  o f  Pe a c e  a n d  U n i t y,  t h ey  t h o u g h t 
“ i t  a  s i gn ,  t h a t  t h ey  h a rd l y  b e l i eved  t h emse l ve s , 
“ w h e n  t h ey  s p a ke  s o  wa r m l y  u p o n  t h e  C o n s e - 
“quence s  o f  a  Sc h i sm ,  they  cou ld  so  ea s i l y  pu t  an 
“ e n d  t o .  A n d  w h e r e a s  s o m e  h a v e  p l e a d e d ,  i t 
“ wa s  n o t  i n  t h e  p owe r  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  t o  m a ke 
“ s u c h  a n  A l t e r a t i o n :  T h e  a n s w e r  i s  e a s i e ; 
“ ’ Tw a s  i n  t h e i r  p owe r  a t  K i n g  C h a r l e s ’s  R e - 
“ s t a u r a t i o n :  T h e  K i n g  a n d  P a r l i a m e n t  t h e n 
“ d i d  n o t h i n g  i n  E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  M a t t e r s ,  w i t h o u t 
“ t h e  Concu r ren c e  a nd  I n f l u en c e  o f  t h e  B i s h o p s
  “and
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“ a n d  t h e  C o n v o c a t i o n .  ‘ Tw a s  a l s o  i n  t h e i r 
“ p owe r ,  w h e n  K i n g  W i l l i a m  a s c e n d e d  t h e  v a - 
“ c a n t  T h ro n e ;  h e  p r e p a r e d  M a t t e r s  f o r  t h e m , 
“ p r o p o s ’d  t h e  A l t e r a t i o n  t o  t h e m ,  a n d  u r g ’d 
“ i t  u p o n  t h e m ,  bu t  t o  l i t t l e  p u r p o s e .  T h e  c a r - 
“ r i a g e  o f  t h e  C l e r g y  i n  t h o s e  t wo  Ju n c t u r e s  i s 
“ a  p l a i n  I n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  n o t  b e i n g  e n c l i n e d 
“ t o  t h a t  A l t e r a t i o n ,  w h i c h  m i g h t  p u t  a  p e r i o d 
“ t o  t h a t  S c h i s m ,  a b o u t  w h i c h  t h ey  m a ke  s u c h  a 
“ n o i s e .  We  c a n n o t  t h e r e f o r e  h a v e  s o  b a d  a n 
“ o p i n i o n  o f  t h e m ,  a s  t o  s u p p o s e  t h ey  s p e a k  a s 
“ t h e y  m e a n ,  w h e n  t h e y  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  t r a g i - 
“ c a l  C o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  a  s u p p o s ’d  S c h i s m ,  w h i c h 
“ t h ey  m i gh t  s o  e a s i l y  h ave  p reven t ed  and  reme- 
“died, but would not.

“ B u t  h oweve r  i t  i s  a s  t o  t h a t ,  t h e  p o o r  D i s - 
“ e n t e r s  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  I n g e n i o u s  M r .  H a l e s ’s 
“ M a x i m s  we r e  s o  c l e a r  a n d  u n d o u b t e d ,  a s  t o 
“ b e  s e l f - e v i d e n t ;  a n d  t h e y  f o u n d  t h e m s e l v e s 
“ t h e r e by  f u l l y  j u s t i f y ’d .  T h ey  we re  t h e s e :  T h a t 
“ w h e r e  c a u s e  o f  S c h i s m  i s  n e c e s s a r y,  t h e r e  n o t  b e 
“ t h a t  s e p a r a t e s,  bu t  h e  t h a t  i s  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e  S e - 
“ p a r a t i o n ,  i s  t h e  S c h i s m a t i c k .  A n d ,  w h e n  e i t h e r 
“ f a l s e  o r  u n c e r t a i n  C o n d i t i o n s  a r e  o b t r u d e d  f o r 
“ t r u t h ,  a n d  A c t s  e i t h e r  u n l a w f u l  o r  m i n i s t r i n g  j u s t 
“ g r o u n d  o f  s c r u p l e  a r e  r e q u i r ’d  o f  u s,  t o  b e  p e r - 
“ f o r m ’d ;  i n  t h e s e  c a s e s  c o n s e n t  w e r e  c o n s p i r a c y, 
“and  op en  Con t e s t a t i on  i s  no t  Fa c t i on  o r  S c h i sm,  bu t 
“ du e  Ch r i s t i a n  An imo s i t y .  Fo r  t h a t  i t  i s  a l i k e  u n - 
“ l aw fu l  t o  make  p r o f e s s i on  o f  known o r  su spe c t ed  Fa l - 
“ s h o o d ,  a nd  t o  p u t  i n  p ra c t i c e  un l aw f u l  o r  s u s p e c t e d 
“ A c t i o n s .  A n d  t h e y  . we r e  t h e  m o r e  c o n f i r m ’d 
“ in  the i r  adhe rence  to  the s e  P r inc ip l e s ,  by  f i nd- 
“ i n g  t h e  m o s t  e m i n e n t  D i v i n e s  o f  t h e  C h u r c h 
“ f o r c ’d  t o  m a ke  u s e  o f  t h e  s a m e  M a x i m s ,  u p o n 
“ l i k e  g r o u n d s ,  i n  t h e i r  n o b l e  D e f e n c e  o f  t h e 
“ R e f o r m a t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  R o m a n i s t s .  A n d  i n - 
“ d e e d ,  i t  s e e m ’d  t o  t h e m  re i p a r k a b l e ,  t h a t  t h ey
  “which
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“ w h i c h  we r e  r e c ko n ’d  by  t h e  C l e r g y  t h e  m o s t 
“ s u c c e s s f u l  Weapon s  a g a i n s t  t h e  poo r  Di s s e n t e r s , 
“ s h o u l d  b e  t h e  s a m e  t h a t  a r e  u s e d  by  t h e  Pa - 
“pists against the Protestant Reformation.

“ U p o n  t h e  w h o l e ,  i f  t h e r e  b e  a  r e a l  S c h i s m 
“ b e t we e n  t h e  C h u r c h  Pa r t y  a n d  t h e  M o d e r a t e 
“Di s s e n t e r s ,  t h ey  h ave  a l l  a l ong  though t  t h a t  any 
“ i m p a r t i a l  Pe r s o n  m u s t  j u d g e ,  t h a t  i t  m u s t  b e 
“ cha rg ’d  upon  the  Impo s i t i on  o f  Te r ms  o f  Com- 
“mun ion ,  w i t hou t  a ny  ob l i g a t i on  i n  Con s c i en c e 
“ t o  m a ke  t h a t  I m p o s i t i o n ,  s o  mu c h  a s  p l e a d e d 
“o r  p re t ended  f rom the  n a tu re  o f  t he  th ing s  im- 
“ p o s ’d ;  r a t h e r  t h a n  o n  t h e  r e f u s i n g  c o m p l i - 
“ ance  w i th  s u ch  Impo s i t i on s ,  unde r  a  p ro f e s s i on 
“ t h a t  s u c h  a  c o m p l i a n c e  wo u l d  b e  a g a i n s t  t h e 
“ l i g h t  o f  t h e i r  Con s c i en c e ,  a nd  t h e  b e s t  unde r - 
“ s t a n d i n g  t h e y  c o u l d  a t t a i n  o f  t h e  M i n d  a n d 
“ Wi l l  o f  G o d  i n  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s .  T h ey  t h o u g h t 
“ th a t  t he  g round s  o f  t he i r  D i s s a t i s f a c t i on  above- 
“ m e n t i o n ’d ,  f u l l y  p rov ’d ,  t h a t  t h e i r  S e p a r a t i o n 
“ wa s  n o t  s i n f u l ;  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  t h e y  a p p r e h e n - 
“ d e d  i t  s h o u l d  b e  t h e i r  g r e a t  C a r e  a n d  E n d e a - 
“ vo u r  t o  m a n a g e  i t  s o  p e a c e a b l y  a n d  c h a r i t a - 
“ b l y,  a s  t h a t  i t  m i g h t  n o t  b e c o m e  S c h i s m a - 
“tical.

Mr.  Hoad ly  s ay s ,  i t  imp o r t s  l i t t l e  t o  d eba t e  t h i s 
Po i n t  o f  S c h i s m .  A n d  I  s o  f a r  a g r e e  w i t h  h i m , 
a s  t o  d e c l a r e ,  t h a t  I  t h i n k  t h e  m a t t e r  h a s  b e e n 
so  c anva s s ’d  a l re ady,  a s  t o  make  i t  t he  l e s s  need- 
f u l .  B u t  w h e n eve r  we  a r e  c h a r g ’d  w i t h  S c h i s m , 
i t  mus t  nece s s a r i l y  be  a  ma in  po in t ,  how t h e  wo rd 
S ch i sm  i s  u s e d  i n  S c r i p t u r e ;  b e c au s e  i f  t h a t  s en s e
  of

He that 
would see 
this matter 
fully can- 
vass’d, may 
consult 
Corbet’s 
Point of 
Church 
Unity and 
Schism dis- 
cuss’d. 
Baxter’s 
search for 
the English 
Schisma- 
tick.
Owen’s 
grief Vin- 
dication of 
the Non-c o n f o r m i s t s ,  f r o m  t h e  c h a r g e  o f  S c h i s m .  A l s o p ’ s  M e l i q s  I n q u i r e n d u m , 
P a r t  2 .  C h .  2 4 .  p .  2 0 9 .  Wa d s w o r t h ’ s  S e p a r a t i o n  n o  S c h i s m .  H e n r y ’ s 
B r i e f  E n q u i r y  i n t o  t h e  N a t u r e  o f  S c h i s m .  A n d  To n g u e ’ s  I n g e n i o u s  D e - 
fence of that Enquiry.
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o f  the  Word  which  i s  the re  u sua l  be  no t  app l i c a - 
ble  to  us ,  we a re  not  Sch i smat icks  in  the  sense  o f 
Sc r ip tu re.  Le t  Men  then  g ive  u s  tha t  Name eve r, 
s o  l o n g ,  s o  l o n g  a s  we  a r e  n o t  c h a r g e a b l e  w i t h 
tha t  Unc ha r i t a b l en e s s  which  i s  the  Sc r ip ture  Badge 
of Schismaticks, we are easie.

A s  f o r  w h a t  i s  a l l e d g ’d  f ro m  M r.  H a l e s ,  w h e - 
the r  i t  be  t o  ou r  pu r p o s e  o r  no,  I  c an  f ree l y  l e ave 
t o  t h e  J u d g m e n t  o f  o t h e r s ;  t h o ’ t h e  M a x i m s 
t r an s c r i b ’d  f rom h im ,  h ad  been  equa l l y  t r u e  and 
f t rong  had  they  been  advanc ’d  by  a  much  meaner 
Pe r son .  I f  h e  re a l l y  t hough t  no th ing  cou ld  make 
con s t an t  Communion  un l awfu l  w i th  tha t  Church , 
w i th  wh i ch  Occa s i ona l  Commun ion  i s  l aw fu l ,  a s 
Mr.  Hoad ly  s e ems  to  app rehend ,  we  de s i re  l i b e r - 
t y  t o  d i f f e r  f rom h im ;  and  s o  we  s h a l l  f rom any 
Man in what soever  he appear s  to us  to d i f fer  f ront 
the  Tr u th ,  tho ’ in  o the r  th ing s  he  shou ld  be  eve t 
i o  mu c h  f o r  u s .  B u t  r e a l l y,  a s  l o n g  a s  we  t a ke 
bu t  c a re  to  keep  up  a  cha r i t ab l e  d i spo s i t i on  ton- 
wa r d s  t h o s e  we  d i f f e r  f r o m ,  we  a r e  n o t  a f r a f d 
t h a t  t h e  R e a s o n i n g  e i t h e r  o f  M r.  H a l e s ,  o r  a ny 
o t h e r  Pe r s o n  s h o u l d  c o nv i n c e  u s  o f  t h a t  f i n f u i 
Sch i sm which  the  Sc r ip tu re s  dec l a re  aga in s t .  And 
a s  l o n g  a s  t h e  C h u rc h  o f  E n g l a n d  r e q u i r e s  u s  s o 
p e r f o r m  A c t i o n s  t h a t  m in i s t e r  j u s t  g r ound  o f  S c r up l e , 
we  w i l l  t a ke  l e ave  w i th  Mr.  Ha l e s  t o  s ay,  ( and  I 
can ’t  see  why i t  may not  be  a l low’d in  us ,  a s  we l l 
a s  i n  h im)  t h a t  o p e n  Con t e s t a t i o n  i s  n o t  Fa c t i o n  o r 
S c h i s m ,  b u t  d u e  C h r i s t i a n  A n i m o s i t y ,  A n d  w e 
t h i n k  o u r  s e l ve s  h e re i n  t h e  s a f e r ,  i n  t h a t  we  a s 
we l l  a s  our  Predece s sor s ,  a re  ca re fu l ,  in  the  mean 
t ime,  t o  d i s c ove r  ou r  Cha r i t y  t owa rd s  t ho s e  we 
differ from.
  “A main
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“ A  m a i n  E x p e d i e n t  w h i c h  wa s  p i t c h ’d  u p o n 
“ by  t h e  m o r e  M o d e r a t e  f o r  t h i s  P u r p o s e ,  wa s 

“ t h e  C o m mu n i c a t i n g  O c c a s i o n a l - 
“ l y  w i t h  t h e  e s t a b l i s h ’d  Chu rch , 
“a l tho’ they a t  the same t ime held 
“ m o r e  s t a t e d  C o m m u n i o n  w i t h 

“ s e p a r a t e  w o r s h i p p i n g  A s s e m b l i e s .  H e r e b y 
“ t h ey  t hough t  t h ey  s hou l d  s how  t h e i r  Love  a nd 
“Cha r i t y  un to  t ho s e  f rom  whom they  o rd i n a r i l y 
“ s e p a r a t e d ;  a n d  y e t  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  s h o u l d 
“ show the i r  f i r m  adhe rence  to  the i r  f undamen t a l 
“P r inc ip l e s ,  o f  keep ing  the  Ord inance s  o f  Chr i s t 
“ a s  h e  h a d  a p p o i n t e d  t h e m ,  w i t h o u t  a d d i t i o n a l 
“ Te r m s  o f  C o m m u n i o n ;  a n d  o f  p u r s u i n g  i n 
“ t h e i r  r e s p e c t i ve  P l a c e s  a n d  S p h e r e s  a  f a r t h e r 
“ R e f o r m a t i o n  t h a n  h a s  y e t  b e e n  r e a c h ’d  a - 
“ m o n g  u s ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  a  h a p p y  S e t t l e m e n t . 
“ B u t  t a k i n g  t h i s  M e t h o d ,  t h e y  h a v e  h a d  t h e 
“ c o m m o n  l o t  o f  t h o s e  w h o  i n  a n y  c a s e  h a v e 
“ b e e n  f o r  k e e p i n g  w i t h i n  a  d u e  M e d i o c r i t y ; 
“ t h ey  h ave  b e en  e a g e r l y  a s s a u l t e d  by  t ho s e  who 
“have  been  add i c t ed  t o  Ex t re ams  on  e i t he r  h and 
“o f  t h em ,  a nd  r un  down  a s  u t t e r l y  i n e x cu s a b l e , 
“ b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  M o d e r a t i o n .  T h e y  h a ve  l e t 
“ t h i n g s  wo r k ,  i n  h o p e  t h a t  T i m e ,  w i t h  O b s e r - 
“ va t i o n  a n d  E x p e r i e n c e ,  wo u l d  o p e n  a  way  f o r 
“ the  Conv i c t i on  o f  t he i r  wa r me s t  Cen su re r s ;  t i l l 
“a t  l eng th  they  have  been  t r ampled  on ,  a s  i f  they 
“had nothing to say in their own Defence.

“ T h e y  h a ve  b e e n  r e p r e s e n t e d  a s  H y p o c r i t e s 
“ and  i n con s i s t en t  w i th  t hemse l ve s ,  i n  p r a c t i c a l l y 
“ o w n i n g  t h e  L a w f u l n e s s  o f  t h e  Te r m s  o f  t h e 
“ E s t a b l i s h ’d  C h u r c h ,  by  c o m m u n i c a t i n g  o c c a s i - 
“ o n a l l y  w i t h  i t  w h i l e  t h e y  h a v e  p l e a d e d  t h e 
“ S i n f u l n e s s  o f  t h o s e  Te r m s ,  i n  B a r  t o  C o n s t a n t 
“ C o m m u n i o n .  B u t  h e r e i n  t h e r e  w i l l  n o t  a p - 
“ p e a r  t h e  l e a s t  i n c o n s i s t e n c y,  t o  o n e  t h a t  o b - 
“ l e ive s ,  t h a t  t h e  Te r ms  o f  Commun ion  w i t h  t h e
  Establish’d

T h e i r  O c c a s i o n a l  C o m - 
m u n i o n  w i t h  t h e  e s t a b l i s h ’d 
Church defended.



Part III. Moderate Non-Conformity [207]207

“ E s t a b l i s h ’d  C h u r c h ,  a r e  n o t  p r e t e n d e d  t o  b e 
“ S i n f u l l  A b s o l u t e l y ,  b u t  o n l y  R e s p e c t i v e l y :  I t 
“ i s  n o t  p l e a d e d ,  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  o f  t h e  N u m b e r 
“ o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  s o  s i n f u l ,  a s  t h a t  t h e y 
“ c a n  i n  n o  C a s e  b e  L a w f u l ,  b u t  a m o n g  t h i n g s 
“ t h a t  a r e  S i n f u l  o r  L a w f u l  a c c o r d i n g  t o  C i r - 
“ c u m s t a n c e s .  A n d  i n d e e d  m o s t  ( n o t  t o  s ay  a l l ) 
“ h u m a n e  A c t i o n s ,  d e p e n d  m o r e  u p o n  c i r c u m - 
“ s t a n c e s  t h a n  we  C o m m o n l y  o b s e r ve .  T h o u g h 
“no Ac t ion  can  be  done,  bu t  i t  mus t  have  Agent , 
“ M a n n e r ,  E n d  T i m e,  P l a c e ,  a n d  o t h e r  C i r c u m - 
“ s t a n c e s  a t t e n d i n g  i t ;  ye t  i t  m ay  b e  C o n s i d e r ’d 
“ w i t h o u t  c o n s i d e r i n g  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  a ny,  o r 
“a l l  o f  the se :  And i f  we  a t t end  Care fu l l y  we sha l l 
“f ind, that the very same Action as to the matter of 
“ i t  i s  made  Mor t a l l y  good  o r  B ad ,  a c co rd i ng  a s 
“ the  Agent  i s  proper  or  improper  , the  Objec t  su i- 
“ table  o f  unf i t ;  and the l ike.  Thus  P lent i fu l  ea t ing 
“ a n d  D r i n k i n g  m ay  b e  m o r a l l y  g o o d  i n  s o m e 
“C i rcums t an c e s ,  a s  we l l  a s  good  upon  a  Na tu r a l 
“Con s i d e r a t i on ;  when  ye t  t o  do  s o  eve r y  Mea l , 
“ o r  v e r y  f r e q u e n t l y  w o u l d  b e  v e r y  b a d ; 
“ ’twou ld  be  in t empera t e  and  Dangerou s  in  po in t s 
“o f  Hea l th .  So a l so  Fa s t ing  i s  Laudable  and Pra i se 
“ Wo r t hy,  w h e n  s o  m a n a g ’d  a s  t h a t  i t  f u r t h e r s 
“ i n  t h e  D i v i n e  s e r v i c e ;  b u t  ve r y  p r e p o s t e ro u s 
“ a n d  p e r n i c i o u s ,  w h e n  s o  o f t  r e p e a t e d ,  a s  t h a t 
“ t h e  B o d y  i s  M a c e r a t e d ,  a n d  t h e  S p i r i t s  D e - 
“ p a u p e r a t e d ,  a n d  t h e  Pe r s o n  c o n c e r n ’d  u n f i t - 
“ted for the service either of God or Man.

“ C i r c u m s t a n c e s  g i v e  A c t i o n s  t h e i r  M o r a l 
“ g o o d n e s s  o r  B a d n e s s .  ’ T i s  s o  i n  t h i s  C a s e . 
“ T h e  ve r y  s a m e  Te r m s  o f  C o m m u n i o n ,  w h i c h 
“ a r e  u n wa r r a n t a b l y  i m p o s e d  by  t h e  C h u r c h  o f 
“ E n g l a n d ,  m ay  b e  C o m p l y ’d  w i t h  u p o n  o c c a s i o n 
“ L aw f u l l y,  by  t h o s e  w h o  wo u l d  A c t  i r r e g u l a r l y 
“ a n d  S i n f u l l y,  s h o u l d  t h e y  f a l l  i n  w i t h  t h e m 
“ f o r  a  C o n s t a n c y.  T h e  A c t i o n  o f  C o m m u n i -
  “eating
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“ e a t i n g  i s  t h e  s a m e  i n d e e d  i n  S u b s t a n c e  a t  o n e 
“t ime a s  a t  another,  and the Matter  o f  that  Act ion 
“ h a t h  n o  M o r a l  E v i l  i n  i t ;  s o  t h a t  a  f i t  a n d 
“ j u s t  o c c a s i o n  m ay  t h e r e f o r e  r e n d e r  i t  f i t  a n d 
“ L a u d a b l e ;  a n d  y e t  t h e  C o n s t a n c y  o f  t h a t 
“ A c t i o n  m ay  b y  s u p e r a d d e d  C i r c u m s t a n c e s  b e 
“ m a d e  a p p a r e n t l y  E v i l .  To  t h o s e  w h o  t a k e 
“ t h i n g s  i n  G ro s s ,  s u c h  a n  A c t i o n  a s  C o m m u - 
“n i c a t ing ,  appea r s  the  s ame  th ing ,  done  now and 
“ t h e n ,  o r  f o r  a  C o n s t a n c y :  B u t  i f  t h e y  wo u l d 
“ g ive  t h e m s e l ve s  L e ave  t o  t h i n k  s o b e r l y,  t h ey ’d 
“soon see a Great Difference.

“ T h e  A c t i o n  i s  t h e  s a m e ,  a n d  n o t  t h e  s a m e . 
“ ’Ti s  the  s ame in  one Respec t ,  but  not  in  o ther s , 
“ ’ T i s  t h e  s a m e  a s  t o  t h e  s u b s t a n c e  o r  m a t t e r ; 
“ bu t  n o t  a s  t o  a t t e n d i n g  C i r c u m s t a n c e s .  C o m - 
“mun i c a t i ng  c o n s t a n t ly  unde r  s u ch  impo s i t i on s  a s 
“ a r e  i n  t h e  E s t a b l i s h ’d  C h u r c h ,  i s  a n  A c t i o n 
“ c l o a t h ’d  w i t h  s u c h  C i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  a s  m a ke  i t 
“ h i g h l y  D i f f e r e n t  f r o m  C o m m u n i c a t i n g  O c c a - 
“ s i o n a l l y .  T h e  o n e  d o t h  p r a c t i c a l l y  p ro n o u n c e 
“ t h e  A c t i o n  C o n s i d e r ’d  M a t e r i a l l y  t o  b e  ( w h a t 
“ i n d e e d  i t  i s )  L a w f u l :  t h e  O t h e r  d o t h  r e p r e - 
“ s e n t  t h e  s a m e  A c t i o n  a s  e l i g i b l e  n ay  p r e f e r a b l e 
“ w h i c h  i s  C o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  i n w a r d  s e n c e  o f 
“ t h e  m o s t  m o d e r a t e  a m o n g  t h e  D i s s e n t e r s . 
“ N e i t h e r  w i l l  t h e  P r i v a t e  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  a  D i f - 
“ f e ren t  s en c e  b e  a  f u f f i c i en t  Gua rd  a g a i n s t  s u ch 
“ p u b l i c k ,  a n d  m o re  f o r c i b l e  L a n g u a g e  o f  C o n - 
“ t i n n a l  p r a c t i c e .  T h e  o n e  d o e s  p r a c t i c a l l y  a s - 
“ s e r t  t h e  L i b e r t y  w i t h  w h i c h  C h r i s t  h a t h  m a d e 
“u s  f r e e ,  i n  oppo s i t i on  t o  r i g i d  s e p e r a t i s t s :  The 
“ o t h e r  p r a c t i c a l l y  b e t r ay s  ou r  L i b e r t y,  i n  Co m- 
“ p l y a n c e  w i t h  R i g o r o u s  I m p o s e r s .  T h e  o n e 
“D i s cove r s  t h i s  t o  b e  ou r  s ence,  t h i s  Wor sh i p  i s 
“ i n  t h e  m a i n  f o u n d ,  t h o u g h  i r r e g u l a r  a n d  D e - 
“ f e c t i v e .  T h e  o t h e r  o n  t h e  C o n t r a r y,  s e e m s 
“ t o  i n t i m a t e  a s  i f  D i v i n e  Wo r s h i p  w e r e  n o t
  “acceptable
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“ a c c e p t a b l e  Wi t h o u t  s u c h  s u p e r a d d e d  Fo r m a l i - 
“ t i e s .  O c c a s i o n a l  C o m m u n i o n  m a n i f e s t s ,  t h a t 
“ i n  o u r  a p p r e h e n s i o n ,  t h e  A d d i t i o n s  t o  d i v i n e 
“ Wo r s h i p ,  t h a t  a r e  b r o u g h t  i n t o  t h e  C h u r c h 
“ o f  E n g l a n d ,  a r e  n o t  d e s t r u c t i ve  o f  t h e  E s s e n c e 
“ o f  Wo r s h i p :  C o n s t a n t  C o m m u n i o n  wo u l d  r e - 
“ p r e s e n t  C h r i s t ’s  ow n  I n s t i t u t i o n  a s  d e f e c t i ve , 
“ a n d  n o t  o rd e r l y  o r  d e c e n t  w i t h o u t  t h e m .  T h e 
“ f o r me r  condemn s  t h e  un ch a r i t a b l y  Cen so r i ou s , 
“when  t h e  o t h e r  wou l d  a pp e a r  t o  a c qu i t  E c c l e - 
“ s i a s t i c a l  A s s u m e r s .  T h e  f o r m e r  s h e w s  o u r 
“ C h a r i t y  t owa r d s  t h o s e  w h o l e  S e n t i m e n t s  a n d 
“ c o m m o n  P r a d i i c e  d i f f e r s  f r o m  o u r s ;  t h e  l a t - 
“ t e r  wou ld  be  a  con f in ing  ou r  Cha r i t y  to  a  Pa r - 
“ t y,  a n d  a  p r a d t i c a l  d i s ow n i n g  a n d  c o n d e m n i n g 
“ a l l  o t h e r  wo r s h i p p i n g  A s s e m b l i e s .  T h i s  l a t t e r , 
“Cons ide r a t ion  appea r s  to  be  o f  g re a t  we igh t ;  i n 
“ t h a t  c o n s t a n t  C o m mu n i o n  w i t h  t h e  e s t a b l i s h ’d 
“ C h u rc h ,  i s  by  i t s  g r e a t e s t  A d vo c a t e s  i n t e n d e d 
“ to  be  exc l u s ive  o f  Commun ion  w i th  a l l  o the r s : 
“ A n d  t h e r e f o r e  t h a t  C h u r c h  h a s  p rov i d e d ,  ( b y 
“ C a n o n  X I )  T h a t  i f  a n y  o n e  s p e a k  o f  s e p a r a t e 
“ C o n g r e g a t i o n s ,  a s  t r u e  C h u r c h e s ,  t h e y  s h a l l 
“ b e  E x c o m m u n i c a t e d ,  & c .  N o w  t h e s e  M o d e - 
“ r a t e  D i s s e n t e r s  h a v e  a l l  a l o n g  a p p r e h e n d e d , 
“ tha t  shou ld  they  thu s  con f ine  the i r  Communion 
“ w i t h i n  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  t h a t  Pa r t y,  ( o r  i n d e e d  o f 
“ a n y  o t h e r  P a r t y  o f  C h r i s t i a n s  i n  t h e  L a n d ) 
“ a n d  avo i d  a l l  o t h e r  C h r i s t i a n  A s s e m b l i e s  a n d 
“ P l a c e s  o f  Wo r s h i p,  a s  e s t e e m i n g  t h e m  n o  t r u e 
“ C h u rc h e s ,  t h ey  s h o u l d  p rove  t h e m s e l ve s  d e s t i - 
“ t u t e  o f  a  C h r i s t i a n  S p i r i t ,  w h a t e ve r  C h u r c h 
“ t h ey  m i g h t  p r e t e n d  t o  b e l o n g  t o.  N ow  w h e r e 
“ l i e s  t h e  I n c o n s i s t e n c y  i n  t h e  c a s e ,  w h e n  we 
“ d o n ’t  a s s e r t  t h e  Te r m s  o f  C o m m u n i o n  i n  t h e 
“ e s t a b l i s h ’d  C h u r c h  t o  b e  s i m p l y  s i n f u l ,  ( i .  e . 
“ tha t  i t  i s  s in fu l  to  do  the  th ing s  themse lve s  tha t 
“ a re  requ i r ’d )  wh i l e  ye t  we  a s s e r t  i t  t o  be  s i n fu l
 P “to
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“ t o  b i n d  u p  o u r  s e l ve s  by  t h o s e  Te r m s ;  w h e re - 
“by  we  shou ld  be  obl i g ’d  to  do  con t inua l l y,  wha t 
“ we  h ave  o n l y  l i b e r t y  t o  d o  m o r e  r a r e l y,  a n d 
“upon fit Occasion.

“ T h ey  h ave  b e e n  f a r t h e r  c a l l e d  u p o n  t o  c o n - 
“ s ide r  the  s t re s s  l a i d  in  Sc r ip tu re  upon  Pea c e  and 
“ U n i o n ,  w h c h  i s  s o  g r e a t ,  a s  s e e m s  t o  r e q u i r e 
“ t h e  s a c r i f i c i n g  o f  a ny  P l e a s  t o  t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e 
“ s o  va l u a b l e ,  s o  Tr u t h  a n d  H o l i n e s s  b e  bu t  s e - 
“ c u r ’d ;  a n d  t h ey  h ave  b e e n  ove r  a n d  ove r  t o l d , 
“ t h a t  t h e y  a p p e a r  n o t  t o  h ave  t h e  d u e  r e g a r d 
“ the re to,  wh i l e  t hey  c anno t  s a c r i f i c e  t o  t hem so 
“ m u c h  a s  t h e i r  ow n  g r e a t e r  p a r t i c u l a r  S a t i s - 
“ f a c t i o n .  To  w h i c h  t h ey,  h ave  a n  e a s i e  R e p l y. 
“ They  h ave  a s  g re a t  a  r e g a rd  t o  P e a c e  a n d  Un i - 
“ o n  a s  t h e i r  B re t h ren ;  a nd  s h ew  i t  by  t h e i r  re a - 
“ d i n e s s  t o  g o  a s  f a r  i n  o rd e r  t o  t h e m ,  a s  t h ey 
“ c a n  c o n c e i ve  t h e y  l aw f u l l y  m ay ;  w h i c h  t h e y 
“do  by  Occ a s i on a l l y  Commun i c a t i ng  w i t h  t h em ; 
“bu t  a s  f o r  Cons t an t  Communion ,  they  the re fo re 
“on l y  re f u s e  i t ,  b e c au s e  i t  i s  i n  t h e i r  a pp rehen - 
“ s i on  un l aw fu l  t o  t h em ,  f o r  t h e  Rea son s  a bove - 
“ s p e c i f y ’d ,  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  O c c a s i o n a l 
“ b e  l aw f u l .  We  m ay  l aw f u l l y,  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f 
“ Pe a c e  a n d  Q u i e t n e s s ,  p u t  u p  I n j u r i e s  a n d  A f - 
“ f r o n t s ;  n a y  i t  i s  a  c e r t a i n  D u t y ;  a n d  y e t  t o 
“ d o  s o  f o r  a  c o n s t a n c y,  a n d  i n  a l l  c a s e s , 
“ we r e  s o  f a r  f r o m  b e i n g  l aw f u l ,  t h a t  i t  wo u l d 
“ b e  a  r u i n i n g  o u r  s e l v e s ,  a n d  a  c o n t r i b u t i o n 
“ t o  t h e  ove r t h r ow  o f  c o m m o n  R i g h t  a n d  j u - 
“ s t i c e .  T h o ’ I  m a y  b e  a l l o w ’d ,  n a y  r e q u i r ’d , 
“ t o  s a c r i f i c e  my  ow n  p r i v a t e  R i g h t s  i n  m a n y 
“ c a s e s ,  t o  t h e  c o m m o n  Pe a c e ,  ye t  I  m u s t  n o t 
“ e n d a n g e r  a  p u b l i c k  M i s c h e f  o r  R u i n ,  f o r  f e a r 
“ o f  a  l i t t l e  p r e s e n t  D i s t u r b a n c e .  W h a t  w e r e 
“ t h i s ,  bu t  a s  i f  f o r  f e a r  o f  d i s t u r b i n g  a  p e c c a n t 
“ H u m o u r  i n  t h e  B o d y,  we  s h o u l d  s u f f e r  i t  t o 
“ p ro c e e d  u n c o n t ro u l ’d ,  t i l l  i t  p rov ’d  f a t a l ?  A n d
  “certainly
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“ c e r t a i n l y  t h e  o f f e n c e  t a ke n  by  B i g o t s ,  a t  t h e 
“ a s s e r t i n g  a g a i n s t  t h em  a  t r u l y  Ch r i s t i a n  L i b e r - 
“ t y,  i s  n o  b e t t e r  t h a n  a  p e c c a n t  H u m o u r ;  n o t 
“ i n d e e d  t o  b e  n e e d l e s l y  e n r a g ’d ,  a n d  ye t  mu c h 
“ l e s s  t o  b e  qu i e t l y  d i f f e r ’d  t o  b e come  p redom i - 
“ n a n t .  A s  f o r  t h e  m o r e  M o d e r a t e  D i s s e n t e r s , 
“ t h e y  a r e  t h e r e f o r e  a g a i n s t  a  p r a c t i c a l  a b e t - 
“ t i n g  o f  I m p o s i t i o n s ,  a s  b e i n g  t h e  g r e a t  E n - 
“ g i n e  o f  D i s t u r b a n c e  a n d  D i v i s i o n .  T h e y  a r e 
“ h e a r t i l y  d e s i r o u s ,  i f  i t  b e  p o s s i b l e ,  a n d  a s 
“ m u c h  a s  i n  t h e m  l i e s ,  t o  l i ve  p e a c e a b l y  w i t h 
“ a l l  M e n ;  a n d  f o r  t h a t  ve r y  r e a s o n  wo u l d  n o t 
“ w i l l i n g l y  b e  f o u n d  C o m b a t t i n g  t h o s e  w h o m 
“ t h e y  c a n n o t  C o nv i n c e .  T h e y  a r e  f r e e  t o  a c - 
“ k n o w l e d g e ,  t h a t  t o  a n  o f f e n d i n g  B r o t h e r , 
“ g e n t l e r  M e t h o d s  a n d  T i m e  i s  d u e ;  a n d  m u c h 
“ m o r e  t o  a  C h u r c h ,  t h a t  n e e d s  R e f o r m a t i o n : 
“ B u t  t h e  wa i t i n g  t i m e  s e e m s  t o  b e  n ow  ove r , 
“ w h e n  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  s u c h  t h i n g s  a s  n e e d e d 
“ R e f o r m a t i o n  i s  h e i g h t e n ’d  i n t o  d e c l a r ’d  P u r - 
“ p o s e s  o f  p e r p e t u a l  A d h e re n c e .  H ave  n o t  t h e s e 
“ th ing s  been  endeavour ’d  to  be  r ive t t ed  by  a  so - 
“ l e m n  O a t h  n e ve r  t o  e n d e avo u r  ( n o  n o t  e a c h 
“Man in  h i s  p l ace )  any  A l te r a t ion  in  the  Church? 
“ H ave  n o t  t h o s e  w h o  wo u l d  h ave  c o n t i nu ’d  i n 
“ t h e  C h u r c h ,  c o m p l y ’d  a s  f a r  a s  t h e y  c o u l d 
“ w i t h o u t  g u i l t ,  b e e n  E j e c t e d  f o r  t h a t  ve r y  r e a - 
“ s o n ,  b e c a u s e  t h ey  wo u l d  d o  a l l  t h ey  c o u l d  t o 
“ b e t t e r  i t ,  a n d  l e f t  t h e y  s h o u l d ?  A n d  w a s  i t 
“no t  the  dec l a r ’d  s en s e  o f  t he  Body  o f  the  C le r - 
“ g y  a f t e r  t h e  l a t e  h a p py  R e vo l u t i o n ,  t h a t  n o 
“ A m e n d m e n t s  we r e  n e e d f u l  o r  d e s i r a b l e ,  o r  t o 
“ b e  y i e l d e d  t o ?  To  w h a t  p u r p o s e  t h e n  i s  i t  t o 
“ wa i t  a ny  l o n g e r ?  H a t h  n o t  t h a t  M e t h o d  b e e n 
“ t r y ’d  l ong  enough  w i t hou t  s u c c e s s ?  Shou l d  any 
“ t h i n k ,  t h a t  by  g o i n g  o f f  t o t a l l y  f ro m  t h e  D i s - 
“ s en t e r s  t o  a  f u l l  and  so l e  Commun ion  w i th  t he 
“ C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d ,  t h e y  m i g h t  c o n t r i b u t e
 P 2 “some
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“ s o m e t h i n g  t o w a r d s  d i s p o s i n g  M e n s  M i n d s , 
“ a n d  p av i n g  t h e  way  t o  t h e  d e s i r ’d  A l t e r a t i o n s ; 
“ they  wou ld  do  we l l  t o  con s i d e r,  t h a t  t h ey  h ave 
“ ve r y  l i t t l e  r e a s o n  t o  h o p e  t o  g a i n  t h a t  C h a - 
“ r a c t e r  a n d  R e p u t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  H i g h - C h u rc h - 
“Pa r t y,  a s  s hou ld  make  them o f  any  s i gn i f i c ance, 
“un l e s s  t h ey  wou l d  Coun t e r - a c t  t h e  ve r y  d e s i gn 
“ o f  t h e i r  y i e l d i n g  s u c h  a  c o m p l i a n c e .  B e f o r e 
“ t h ey  c ou l d  i n s i nu a t e  t h em s e l ve s  i n t o  a ny  good 
“ E s t e e m ,  t h ey  mu s t  p re t e n d  t h e i r  p re f e r e n c e  o f 
“ w h a t  t h e y  t h i n k  b u t  t o l e r a b l e ;  a n d  t h e r e f o r e 
“ wo u l d  g o  i n t o  t h e  C h u r c h ,  t h a t  t h e y  m i g h t 
“ c o n t r i b u t e  t o  i t s  A m e n d m e n t  i n ;  n a y  t h e y ’ l l 
“ f ind  i t  w i l l  be  expec ted  they  shou ld  shew a  ha- 
“ t r e d  a n d  c o n t e m p t  o f  w h a t  t h ey  t h i n k  p r e f e r - 
“ a b l e ,  a n d  wo u l d  g o  i n t o  t h e  C h u r c h  t o  m a ke 
“ way  f o r .  I n  a  wo r d ,  t h e y  wo u l d  n o t  b e  a b l e 
“ t o  make  t h e i r  way  t o  t h e  do i ng  t h e  good  t h ey 
“a im at ,  but  by speaking and ac t ing contrar y,  both 
“ t o  s i n c e r i t y,  a nd  t o  t h e  ve r y  end  t h ey  p ropo s e 
“ to  t hemse l ve s .  Fo r  i f  t h ey  who  have  a lway s  ad - 
“ h e r ’d  t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h ’d  C h u rc h ,  a r e  s u s p e c t e d 
“when  Mode r a t e ,  a nd  e xp l od ed  when  a pp e a r i n g 
“ t o  d e s i r e  o r  e n d e avo u r  a ny  R e f o r m a t i o n ;  i t  i s 
“but consentaneous to Reason to expecty that  they 
“who come off to it, must be much more so.

“ U p o n  t h e  w h o l e ,  t h e  M o d e r a t e  D i s s e n t e r s 
“ th ink  they  have  su f f i c i en t iy  acqu i t t ed  themse lve s 
“ a s  l ove r s  o f  P e a c e  a nd  Un i o n ,  by  s h ew ing  t h e i r 
“ re ad ine s s  t o  do  any  th ing  i n  o rde r  t o  i t ,  wh i ch 
“ t h ey  c a n  c o n c e i ve  t h ey  l aw f u l l y  m ay  d o.  N ay 
“ t h e y  t h i n k  t h e y  h a v e  h e r e i n  o u t - d o n e  t h e i r 
“B re t h ren  o f  t h e  e s t a b l i s h ’d  Chu rch ,  who  m igh t 
“ h a v e  e ’ r e  t h i s  r e m o v ’d  t h e  H i n d r a n c e s  o f 
“ P e a c e  a n d  U n i o n ,  w i t h o u t  a n y  d a n g e r  o f  s i n - 
“ n i n g ,  b u t  wo u l d  n o t .  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e i r 
“ con t inu ’d  re fu s a l ,  t hey  ye t  s hew the i r  pe ace ab l e 
“ D i s p o s i t i o n ,  b y  C o m m u n i c a t i n g  O c c a s i o n a l l y 
“ w i t h  t h e m ;  a n d  c a n n o t  c o n c e i v e ,  t h a t  e v e n
  “the
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“ t h e  God  o f  Pe a c e  a nd  Ord e r  do e s  a l l ow  Ch r i - 
“ s t i a n s  t o  f o l l ow  e x t e r n a l  Pe a c e  a n d  O rd e r ,  t o 
“ t h e  g r e a t  a n d  a p p a r e n t  p r e j u d i c e  o f  i n w a r d 
“ Pe a c e  a n d  g e n e r a l  P u r i t y ;  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  t h e y 
“dare go no farther.

“ T h e y  h a v e  b e e n  f a r t h e r  c h a r g ’d ,  a s  b e i n g 
“he re i n  wan t i ng  i n  t h e i r  Du t y  t o  t h e  C iv i l  Ma- 
“ g i s t r a t e ;  bu t  i n  t h e i r  a p p re h e n s i o n  ve r y  u n d e - 
“ s e r v e d l y,  s i n c e ,  u p o n  t h e  s t r i c t e s t  E n q u i r y, 
“ t h ey  c a n n o t  f i n d  t h e m s e l ve s  j u s t l y  b l a m e a b l e . 
“ T h e y  a r e  r e a d y  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e i r  r e g a r d 
“ t o  C i v i l  G o v e r n o r s ,  b y  s u b m i s s i o n  t o  w h a t 
“ t h ey  s hou l d  l e s s  choo s e,  n ay  t o  wha t  wou ld  b e 
“ t o  t h e m  a  H a r d s h i p :  B u t  i n  w h a t  i s  i n  t h e i r 
“ j udgmen t  ( a f t e r  t h e  u tmo s t  s e a rch )  s i n f u l ,  t h ey 
“ d a r e  n o t  c o m p l y,  a s  l o o k i n g  u p o n  t h e m s e l ve s 
“ C o u n t e r m a n d e d  b y  a  s u p e r i o u r  A u t h o r i t y. 
“ T h i s  A r t i c l e  o f  t h e  C o n t r ov e r s i e  h a t h  b e e n 
“ m a n a g ’d  ve r y  wo r d i l y ;  b u t  a f t e r  a l l  t h a t  h a s 
“ b e e n  s a i d ,  t h ey  a r e  f u l l y  s a t i s f y ’d  i n  t h i s ,  t h a t 
“Obed i en c e  t o  Mag i s t r a t e s  i n  c on s t a n t  Comma- 
“ n i o n  w i t h  t h e  e s t a b l i s h ’d  C h u r c h ,  c a n n o t  b e 
“ m a d e  a p p e a r  t o  b e  a  D u t y,  a n y  f a r t h e r  t h a n 
“ t h e  t h i n g  i t  s e l f  i s  e v i d e n c ’d  t o  b e  l a w f u l . 
“ ’ T i s  c o m m o n l y  a s s e r t e d ,  t h a t  we  h a ve  m o r e 
“ c e r t a i n t y,  t h a t  we  a re  bound  t o  ob ey  Au tho r i - 
“ t y  i n  a l l  l aw fu l  t h i ng s ,  t h an  we  h ave  t h a t  wha t 
“ i s  r e q u i r ’d  o f  u s  i s  u n l a w f u l .  B e  i t  s o ;  y e t 
“ the  ce r t a in ty  o f  i t s  be ing  our  Duty  to  obey  Au- 
“ t ho r i t y  i n  a l l  l aw fu l  t h i n g s ,  c a n  no  f a r t h e r  a f - 
“ f e c t  ou r  Con sc i ence s ,  t h an  a s  we  have  ev idence 
“ t h a t  w h a t  i s  r e q u i r ’d  i s  i n  i t s  a t t e n d i n g  C i r - 
“ c u m s t a n c e s  l aw f u l .  B e  t h i s  P r i n c i p l e  u n d o u b t - 
“ ed  and  con f e s s ’d ,  ye t  t h a t  i t  i s  r i gh t l y  a pp l y ’d , 
“ and  cogen t  o r  b i nd ing  i n  t h e  p re s en t  c a s e ,  c an 
“ b e  n o  c l e a r e r  o r  s u r e r  t o  u s ,  t h a n  ’t i s  c l e a n 
“ a n d  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  t h i n g s  r e q u i r ’d  a r e  l aw f u l , 
“ S h o u l d  Pa r e n t s ,  u p o n  t h e i r  ow n  Ju d g m e n t ,  o r
 P 3 “nay
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“ any  s i n i s t e r  Con s i d e r a t i on s ,  p l e ad  t h e i r  Au tho- 
“ r i t y  w i t h  a  C h i l d  f o r  h i s  m a r r y i n g  a  P a p i s t - 
“ u r g i n g  h i s  O b l i g a t i o n  t o  o b e y  t h e m  i n  a l l 
“ t h i n g s  l a w f u l ;  i f  h e  i n  t h e  m e a n  t i m e  b u t 
“ doub t s  t h e  l aw fu l n e s s  o f  c omp l y i n g  w i t h  t h e m 
“ i n  t h i s  m a t t e r ,  h e  h a t h  a  s u f f i c i e n t  C o u n t e r - 
“ p l e a ,  v i z .  T h a t  t h e  t h i n g  r e q u i r ’d  a p p e a r s  n o t 
“ a m o n g  t h o s e  l a w f u l  t h i n g s ;  a n d  y e t  h e  m a y 
“ c o m p l y  s o  f a r ,  a s  C i v i l  O c c a s i o n a l  C o nve r s e 
“ w i t h  Pa p i s t s  m ay  b e  m a n a g ’d  w i t h o u t  d a n g e - 
“ r o u s  Te m p t a t i o n .  T h o ’ a  S o n  i n  s u c h  a  c a s e 
“we re  no t  a b l e  t o  d emon s t r a t e  t h e  un l aw fu l n e s s 
“ o f  e n t i r e  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  h i s  P a r e n t s  c o m - 
“ m a n d s ,  ye t  i t  we r e  s u f f i c i e n t  t h a t  t h ey  c o u l d 
“ n o t  c l e a r  t o  h i m  t h e  l aw f u l n e s s  o f  s o  d o i n g ; 
“ s i n c e  ’t i s  u p o n  t h a t  S u p p o s i t i o n  o n l y  t h a t  t h e 
“ A r g u m e n t  h a t h  a ny  f o r c e  i n  i t .  A n d  i t  i s  t h e 
“same also in the present case.

“ T h ey  h ave  b e e n  a l s o  c h a r g ’d  a s  Te m p o r i z e r s , 
“ i n  Commun i c a t i n g  Occ a s i on a l l y  w i t h  t h e  e s t a - 
“ b l i s h ’d  C h u r c h ,  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  n e c e s s a r y  t o 
“ S e l f - p r e s e r va t i o n ,  w h e n  t h e  L aw s  a g a i n s t  D i s - 
“ s e n t e r s  w e r e  r i g o r o u s l y  e x e c u t e d ,  a n d  h a t h 
“ b e e n  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t h e  h o l d i n g  a ny  Po s t  i n  t h e 
“ G ove r n m e n t ,  e ve r  s i n c e  t h e  S a c r a m e n t a l  Te s t . 
“ To  w h i c h  t h ey  h ave  t h i s  t o  s ay.  T h a t  l e t  M e n 
“ m a k e  w h a t  C l a m o u r s  t h e y  p l e a s e ,  w h o e v e r 
“w i l l  f a i r l y  con s i de r  Ma t t e r s  w i l l  f i nd ,  t h a t  i t  i s 
“ n o t  a  m a t t e r  o f  Po l i c y,  bu t  p l a i n  D u t y,  t o  d o 
“ w h a t  we  l aw f u l l y  m ay  d o  i n  a l l  i t s  C i r c u m - 
“ s t a n c e s ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  S e l f - p r e s e r v a t i o n ,  a n d 
“ t h e  p reve n t i n g  R u i n ;  a n d  a l s o  i n  o rd e r  t o  t h e 
“ m o re  g e n e r a l  U s e f u l n e s s .  W h a t  i s  i n d e e d  u n - 
“ l aw f u l ,  m ay  n o t  b e  d o n e ;  b u t  w h a t  i s  i n  a l l 
“ i t s  C i r c u m s t a n c e s  l a w f u l ,  o u g h t  t o  b e  d o n e 
“ i n  s u c h  a  c a s e ;  a n d  t h a t  O c c a s i o n a l  C o m m u - 
“ n i o n  i s  o f  t h e  nu m b e r  o f  s u c h  l aw f u l  t h i n g s , 
“ h a t h  b e e n  a l l  a l o n g  h e l d  by  t h e  m o r e  M o d e -
  rate
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“ r a t e  D i s s e n t e r s .  T h i s  O p i n o n  o f  .  t h e i r s 
“ wa s  n o t  t a ke n  u p  w i t h  t h e  S a c r a m e n t a l  Te s t , 
“ b u t  wa s  ow n ’d  l o n g  b e f o r e  b y  m a n y  o f  t h e i r 
“mos t  no t ed  Min i s t e r s ,  and  mos t  i n t e l l i g en t  Ad- 
“ h e r e n t s :  A n d  h a v i n g  d e c l a r ’d  t h a t  f o r  t h e i r 
“ O p i n i o n ,  a n d  r e g u l a t e d  t h e i r  P r a c t i c e  b y  i t , 
“ f r o m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e i r  N o n c o n f o r m i t y, 
“ they  cou ld  s ee  no  rea son  why the  super induc ing 
“ s u c h  a  Te s t ,  s h o u l d  m a ke  a ny  c h a n g e  o r  a l t e - 
“ r a t i o n ,  e i t h e r  i n  t h e i r  P r i n c i p l e ,  o r  c o r r e - 
“ s p o n d e n t  P r a c t i c e .  A n d  w h e r e a s  t h e y  h a v e 
“ u p o n  t h i s  a c c o u n t  b e e n  c e n s u r ’d  a s  g u i l t y  o f 
“ C a r n a l  Po l i c y,  i t  w i l l  a p p e a r  t o  a ny  i m p a r t i a l 
“ O b s e r ve r s ,  o n e  o f  t h e  f a l s e s t  a n d  m o s t  s e n s e - 
“ l e s s  C h a r g e s  i n  t h e  Wo r l d .  Fo r ,  h a d  t h e  m o re 
“ M o d e r a t e  D i s s e n t e r s  a ny  S e l f - i n t e r e s t  t o  s e r ve 
“ a n d  p u r s u e ,  s e p a r a t e  f ro m  t h e  c o m m o n  G o o d , 
“ t h e y  m u s t  h a ve  b e e n  w r e t c h e d l y  ove r s e e n  i f 
“ t h ey  h a d  n o t  t a ke n  a  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  M e t h o d . 
“Fo r  t he i r  p a r t i cu l a r  In t e re s t  h a th  been  f a r  f rom 
“ b e i n g  s e r v ’d  by  t h i s  m e a n s ,  n o r  wa s  t h e re  a ny 
“ l i k e l i h o o d  i t  s h o u l d .  T h e y  m i g h t  w i t h  m u c h 
“ g r e a t e r  e a s e  m a ke  a n d  h o l d  f a s t  t h e i r  P a r t y, 
“by  sugge s t i ng  an  u t t e r  un l awfu lne s s  o f  Commu- 
“ n i c a t i n g  a t  a l l  w i t h  t h e  e s t a b l i s h ’d  C h u r c h , 
“ t h a n  t h ey  c a n  c o nvey  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  t o  c o m - 
“ m o n  C a p a c i t i e s ,  b y  w h i c h  t h e y  m u s t  d e f e n d 
“ t h e m s e l v e s ,  a n d  e n g a g e  t h e  a d h e r e n c e  o f  n - 
“ t h e r s  i n  a  c o n s t a n t  C o m mu n i o n  i n  t h e i r  s e p a - 
“ r a t e  A s s e m b l i e s ,  w h i l e  t h ey  p ro f e s s e d l y  a l l ow 
“ t h e m  a n  O c c a s i o n a l  o n e  e l s e w h e r e .  F o r  t h e 
“ M i n d s  o f  M e n  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  f o r  t a k i n g  t h i n g s 
“ in  g ro s s ,  and  a ccoun t ing  them a l toge the r  Good , 
“ o r  a l t o g e t h e r  B a d ,  a n d  a r e  i m p a t i e n t ,  i f  n o t 
“ u n c a p a b l e ,  o f  a t t e n d i n g  t o  t h o s e  d i f f e r e n c i n g 
“ C i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  w h i c h  r e n d e r  a n  A c t i o n  t h a t 
“ i s  t h e  s a m e  f o r  s u b s t a n c e ,  o n e  w h i l e  a n d  i n 
“ t h i s  r e s p e c t  l aw f u l ,  a n d  a n o t h e r  w h i l e  a n d  i n
 P 4 “an
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“ a n o t h e r  r e s p e c t  u n l aw f u l .  A n d  i n  b e i n g  w i l - 
“ l i n g ,  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  Tr u t h  a n d  C h a r i t y,  t o 
“ r u n  t h i s  a p p a r e n t  h a z a r d ,  t h ey  h ave  a l l  a l o n g 
“ though t  they  have  been  su f f i c i en t l y  c l e a r ’d  f rom 
“this Imputation.

“ T h ey  h ave  b e e n  a l s o  wa r m l y  a s s a u l t e d  u p o n 
“ t h e  H e a d  o f  S c a n d a l ;  a n d  t o l d  b y  s o m e ,  t h a t 
“ the i r  Occa s i ona l  Commun i c a t i ng  w i th  t he  e s t a - 
“ b l i s h ’d  C h u r c h ,  w h i c h  t h e y  t h o u g h t  l a w f u l , 
“ l e d  o t h e r s ,  i n  i m i t a t i o n  o f  t h e m ,  t o  s u c h  a 
“ c o m p l i a n c e  a s  t h e y  j u d g ’d  s i n f u l .  T h e i r  R e - 
“ p l y  wa s  n o t  t o  s e e k .  We r e  O c c a s i o n a l  C o m - 
“ m u n i o n  a b s o l u t e l y  i n d i f f e r e n t ;  h a d  t h e y  n o t 
“been  ob l i g ’d  t o  i t ,  f o r  t he  t e s t i f i c a t i on  o f  t he i r 
“Cha r i t y,  a nd  o the r  b i nd ing  Rea son s ,  t h ey  we re 
“ n o t  t h e n  t o  u s e  t h e i r  l i b e r t y,  f o r  f e a r  o f  m i s - 
“ g u i d i n g  o t h e r s  b y  t h a t  P r a c t i c e ,  w h i c h  t h e y 
“ m i g h t ,  w i t h o u t  S i n ,  h ave  a l t o g e t h e r  o m i t t e d : 
“ B u t  w h e n  w h a t  t h e y  d i d  a s  D u t y,  a n d  w i t h 
“ a l l  t h a t  gua rd  wh ich  the  d i s cha rge  o f  th a t  Duty 
“wou ld  a l l ow,  i s  m i s con s t r u ’d ,  ’t i s  no t  a  S c anda l 
“ g iven ,  bu t  on l y  t a ken .  They  we re  a l s o  t o l d  by 
“o t h e r s ,  t h a t  t h i s  l i b e r t y  t h ey  t ook  i n  Commu- 
“ n i c a t i n g  O c c a s i o n a l l y,  wa s  m a t t e r  o f  S c a n d a l 
“ t o  m a ny  i n  t h e  C h u rc h  o f  E n g l a n d ,  w h o  we re 
“ h e r e b y  c o n f i r m ’d  i n  t h e i r  w a y,  a n d  l e d  t o 
“ t h i n k ,  t h a t  t h e i r  I m p o s i t i o n s  we re  j u s t i f y ’d  by 
“ t h e i r  t h u s  a b e t t i n g  t h e m ;  a n d  t h e y  s e l f - c o n - 
“ d e m n ’d ,  by  n o t  f a l l i n g  h e a r t i l y  i n  w i t h  t h e m . 
“ I n  w h i c h  c a s e ,  t h ey  h a d  t h i s  t o  s ay  f o r  t h e m - 
“ s e l ve s .  T h a t  t h e  l a r g e s t  C h a r i t y  i s  a lway s  l i a - 
“ b l e  t o  t h e  m o s t  m i s c o n s t r u c t i o n s ;  a n d  t h a t 
“ w h e n  t h e y  o n l y  d i s c ove r ’d  t h e i r  s e n s e  o f  t h e 
“ b a r e  l aw f u l n e s s  o f  C o m mu n i c a t i n g  w i t h  t h e m , 
“wh i l e  t h e i r  s t a t e d  S ep a r a t i on ,  w i t h  t h e i r  r e a dy 
“ d e f e n c e  o f  i t  ( w h e n  c a l l ’d )  s h ew ’d  t h e y  we r e 
“ f a r  f r o m  a p p r e h e n d i n g  i t  p r e f e r r a b l e ,  i f 
“ t h i s  s h o u l d  b e  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  a n  E n c o u r a g i n g
  “them



Part III. Moderate Non-Conformity [217]217

“ t h e m ,  i t  wo u l d  b e  t h r o u g h  a  f a u l t y  wa n t  o f 
“Con s i d e r a t i on ,  a nd  t h e  b l ame  mu s t  l i e  a t  t h e i r 
“ ow n  d o o r .  A n d  w h e n  t h e y  we r e  t o l d  b y  o - 
“ t h e r s ,  t h a t  t h e y  o u g h t  t o  m i n d  t h e  A p o s t l e s 
“ C h a r g e ,  a n d  m a r k  t h o s e  w h o  c a u s e  D i v i s i o n s , 
“ t h e i r  P r a c t i c e  a n swe r ’d  f o r  t h e m .  T h a t  i t  wa s 
“ t h e i r  g r e a t  E n d e avo u r  t o  ke e p  f ro m  E x t r e a m s , 
“ and  ma r k  un ch a r i t a b l e  D iv i d e r s  on  bo t h  h and s 
“ o f  t h e m ;  t h a t  s o  by  c a r r y i n g  i t  w i t h  a s  d i s i n - 
“ t e r e s t e d  a n  I n t e g r i t y  a s  wa s  p o s s i b l e ,  b e t we e n 
“ t h e  f u r i o u s  B i g o t s  o n  b o t h  s i d e s ,  t h e y  m i g h t 
“ b o t h  s a v e  t h e m s e l v e s  f r o m  t h e  u n t o w a r d  G e n e r a - 
“ t i o n  i n  wh i c h  t h e y  l i v ’d ,  and  do  wha t  t hey  cou ld 
“ t o  p ave  t h e  way  f o r  t h a t  C o a l i t i o n  o f  t h e  m o r e 
“Mode ra t e  “ o f  a l l  s o r t s ,  wh i ch  wa s  t h e  t h i ng  t h a t 
“ f rom  f i r s t  t o  l a s t  a pp e a r ’d  t o  t h em  mo s t  d e s i r a - 
“ b l e ,  a n d  w h i c h  ( t h e y  y e t  c o n c e i v e )  w i l l  a t 
“ l a s t  b e  f o u n d  n e c e s s a r y  t o  o u r  c o m m o n  S e c u - 
“rity.

M r.  H o a d l y  h e r e  t e l l s  m e ,  h e  m o s t  n o t  b e  s o 
unjust  to our Cause, and his  own Design, as  to pass 
by the Reasons offer’d to prove constant Communion 
wi t h  t h e  Chu r c h  o f  Eng l and  s i n f u l ,  & c .  Bu t  he  ha s 
l e f t  u s  s u f f i c i e n t  Re a s on  t o  comp l a i n ,  t h a t  how 
j u s t  f oeve r  he  ha s  been  t o  h i s  own  De s i g n ,  he  ha s 
no t  done  u s  j u s t i c e  i n  rep re s en t ing  th i s  ma t t e r  o f 
Occa s i ona l  and  Cons t an t  Commun i on  w i th  the  e s t a - 
blish’d Church. For,

1.  He  s ome t ime s  un f a i r l y  d i s gu i s e s  ou r  S en s e . 
Thus  he  would  in s inuate  a s  i f  we a f f i r m’d Occa s i o - 
na l  Communion  wi th the Church,  to  be the genera l 
D u t y  o f  t h e  D i s s e n t e r s ,  n ay,  t h e i r  i n d i s p e n s a b l e 
D u t y ;  w h i c h  i s  n o  w h e r e  a s s e r t e d ;  n o r  c a n  i t 
f a i r l y  be  co l l e c t ed  f rom any  th ing  advanc ’d .  ’T i s 
g r a n t e d  i n d e e d .  T h a t  t h a t  C h a r i t y  i s  a  g e n e r a l 
Duty,  o f  which Occas iona l  Communion i s  in  some 
c a f e s  a  ve r y  f i t  and  p rope r  Expre s s ion :  Bu t  whe-
  ther
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t h e r  p a r t i c u l a r  D i s s e n t e r s  a re  i n  Du t y  bound  t o 
exp re s s  the i r  Cha r i t y  in  tha t  way,  i s  a  th ing ,  the 
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  w h i c h  d e p e n d s  u p o n  C i r c u m - 
stances.

W h e n  h e  t a l k s  t h e n  o f  m y  e x p r e s s  a f f i r m i n g 
th i s  Occas iona l  Communion to  be  an ind i spensabl e  Du- 
t y ,  h e  m a ke s  m e  a f f i r m  w h a t  I  n eve r  t h o u g h t . 
For  tho ’ I ’m we l l  s a t i s f y ’d  i t  may  be  the  Duty  o f 
some  to  y i e ld  to  i t ,  ye t  i n  wha teve r  C i rcums t an- 
ce s  i t  wou ld  do  more  hur t  than  good ,  I  c an  ea s i - 
l y  d i s p en c e  w i th  fo rbea r ance,  and  c anno t  s e e  how 
it can be a Duty.

A g a i n ,  H e  wo u l d  i n s i n u a t e ,  t h a t  we  a c k n o w 
l e d g e  t h e  t h i n g s  i m p o s ’d  i n  t h e  C h u rc h ,  t o  b e  i n 
t h em s e l v e s  l aw f u l ;  a nd  t h en c e  h e  f o r m s  a  m i gh t y 
A r g u m e n t :  W h e re a s ,  i n  t h a t  ve r y  D i s c o u r s e  o n 
w h i c h  h e  wa s  m a k i n g  R e m a r k s ,  i t  wa s  s h ew n , 
tha t  s in fu lne s s  and  l awfu lne s s  in  th i s  c a s e  depend 
u p o n  C i r c u m s t a n c e s ;  a n d  t h a t  t h e  C i r c u m s t a n c e s 
o f  Communica t ing  Cons t an t ly  and  Occa s i ona l ly  a re 
so  d i f f e ren t ,  a s  may  make  the  one  s in fu l  to  tho se 
to whom the other may be lawful.

A g a i n ,  H e  c h a r g e s  m e  w i t h  a r g u i n g  a g a i n s t 
Con f o r m i t y  i n  on e  Pag e,  f r om one  Cons i d e ra t i on ,  and 
t h e  n e x t  f r o m  a n o t h e r  a b s o l u t e l y  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h 
i t :  A n d  t a l k s  a s  i f  I  d i d  i l l  t o  i n t i m a t e  i t  wa s 
cont r a r y  to  the  s en se  o f  the  Modera te  Di s s en te r s , 
by  C o n s t a n t  C o m mu n i o n ,  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  way 
o f  Wor sh i p  i n  t h e  Chu rch  o f  Eng l a n d  a s  p re f e r - 
r a b l e  t o  a  m o r e  s i m p l e ,  l e s s  g a u d y,  a n d  m o r e 
s c r i p t u r a l  s o r t  o f  Wo r s h i p ;  t h e i r  p r e f e r e n c e 
o f  wh i ch ,  (wh i l e  t hey  a t  t he  u tmos t  cou ld  t h ink 
i t  on ly  to le rable )  would  be  nece s s a r y  to  the  p lea- 
s i n g  H i g h  C h u rc h ,  i f  t h ey  e n t i r e l y  C o n f o r m ’d : 
W h e r e a s  t h e i r  n o t  p r e f e r r i n g  t h e  C h u r c h  way, 
m i g h t ,  I  t h i n k ,  b e  a l l ow ’d  t o  b e  a  g o o d  A r g u - 
men t  why  they  shou ld  no t  con f ine  themse l ve s  to 
i t  f o r  a  con s t ancy :  And  the  H igh  Church  i n s i s t -
  ing
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ing  so  much  upon  th i s  P re f e rence  in  the  Ca se  o f 
t ho s e  who  a re  Con s t an t  Con fo r m i s t s ,  i s  a s  good 
an  Argumen t ,  t h a t  t he re  i s  no t  much  room fo r  a 
Ra t i on a l  Hope  o f  con t r i bu t i ng  t o  a  f a r t h e r  Re- 
f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  C h u rc h  by  s u c h  a s  g o  w h o l l y 
ove r  t o  i t ,  w h i l e  t h e y  c a n n o t  t h e r e i n  c o n c u r 
w i t h  t h em ,  I  won t  s ay  h e  i s  v i o l e n t l y  s e t  a g a i n s t 
a l l  t h o u g h t s  o f  J u s t i c e ,  t h a t  c a n  r e p r e s e n t  t h e s e 
th ings  a s  incons i s tent ,  but  I  th ink ver i ly  he has  no 
g rea t  c au se  to  boa s t  e i the r  o f  h i s  Ju s t i ce  o r  Can- 
d o u r .  O n c e  m o r e ;  H e  u n d e r  a  m i s t a k e  r e p r e - 
s en t s  me a s  r e s o l v ’d  t o  Con f o r m,  and  j oyn  c on s t an t ly 
w i t h  t h e  L i t u r g y,  u p o n  s o m e  f e w  A m e n d m e n t s  a n d 
A l t e r a t i o n s :  W h e re  by  j o y n i n g  c o n s t a n t l y  w i t h  t h e 
L i tu r gy ,  he  in tends  a  Dec la iming Wor shipping God 
w i t h o u t  i t :  W h e r e a s  I  a m  u t t e r l y  a g a i n s t  a n y 
s u c h  C o n s t a n c y,  a s  wo u l d  e x c l u d e  a  C h a r i t a b l e 
Regard  to  o the r  Wor sh ing  As sembly s ,  and  a  jo in- 
i n g  s o m e t i m e s  w i t h  t h e m ;  a n d  I  b e l i e ve  e ve r 
s h a l l .  T h e s e  a r e  s u c h  M i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  a s  l e ave 
room for just Complaint.

2 .  He  t re a t s  t ho s e  among  t he  D i s s en t e r s ,  mo s t 
u n k i n d l y,  w h o  m a n i f e s t  t h e  G r e a t e s t  C h a r i t y, 
a n d  c o m e  t h e  n e a r e s t  t o  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  w h i c h 
h e  i s  s o  f o n d :  W h i c h  t o  m e  I  m u s t  c o n f e s s 
a p p e a r s  n e i t h e r  J u s t  n o r  C a n d i d .  T h u s  h e  s ay s , 
i t  i s  m an i f e s t  a n d  wh a t  i s  u n i v e r s a l l y  c omp l a i n ’d  o f 
by  t h e  E s t a b l i s h ’d  Min i s t e r s,  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  h a rd ly  any 
O c c a s i o n a l  C o m m u n i c a n t  w h o  e v e r  c o m e s  n e a r  t h e 
C h u r c h ,  b u t  p r e c i s e l y  a t  t h a t  t i m e  w h e n  t h e  w h o l e 
Pa r i s h  k n o w s  h e  mu s t  c o m e  t o  q u a l i f y  h i m s e l f  f o r 
s am e  O f f i c e .  When  a s  t h e  Con t r a r y  i s  no to r i ou s . 
M r .  B a x t e r  D r .  B a t e s ,  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r s  o f t e n 
Communica ted  wi th  the  Church o f  Eng land ,  wi th- 
ou t  a iming  a t  an  Of f i ce,  o r  be ing  capable  o f  any. 
A n d  m a n y  o f  t h e  Pe o p l e  t o o  h e r e i n  i m i t a t e d 
t h e i r  Ex amp l e.  And  i f  t h e  i n s t ance s  o f  t h i s  k i nd 
a r e  n o t  s o  n u m e ro u s  n ow  a s  f o r m e r l y,  i t  m u s t
  be
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b e  a s c r i b ’d  t o  t h e  G ro s s  M i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o f 
t h e  G r o n n d s  o f  t h e i r  P r a c t i s e  b y  o u r  A n g r y 
B r e t h r e n ,  a n d  t h e i r  w a r m  I n v e c t i v e s .  T h i s 
P r a c t i s e  wa s  u s ed  by  many  among  the  D i s s en t e r s 
on pur pose  t o  shew the i r  Char i ty  t o  tho s e  f r om whom 
t h e y  D i s s e n t e d ,  b e fo re  i t  wa s  nece s s a r y  t o  qua l i f y 
f o r  O f f i c e s .  O n  w h i c h  A c c o u n t  I  t h i n k  i t  h a d 
been but  Jus t  a s  wel l  a s  Brother ly in Mr.  Hoadly  to 
h ave  s p a r ’d  h i s  R e f l e c t i o n s .  A g a i n  h e  s ay s  o u r 
O c c a s i o n a l  C o m mu n i o n ,  m a ke s  o u r  s e p a r a t i o n , 
m u c h  m o r e  u n a c c o u n t a b l e .  A s  i f  o u r  C h a r i t y  t o 
t h em  i n  com ing  a s  n e a r  t h em  a s  we  w i t h  s a f e t y 
c an ,  made  ou r  no t  f a l l i n g  en t i re l y  i n  w i t h  t h em 
the  more  inexcu l ab l e.  Shou ld  we  fo l l ow the  Pa t - 
t e r n ,  a nd  t e l l  Low  Chu r c h  t h a t  i s  r e a dy  t o  make 
u s  some  Conce s s ion s ,  tha t  the i r  y i e ld ing  in  some 
th ing s ,  make s  the i r  adher ing  to  o the r s  much  mor e 
u n a c c o u n t a b l e ,  i t  wo u l d  b e  t h o u g h t  h a r d :  A n d 
a s  f o r  s u ch  a s  a r e  Equ a l  Ju dg e s ,  t h ey ’ l l  g o  n e a r 
t o  h ave  t h e  s ame  App rehen s i on s ,  o f  t h e i r  t r e a t - 
ing us in the same manner.

3.  He  Con found s  t h i ng s  w id e l y  d i f f e ren t ,  t h a t 
h e  may  rep re s en t  t ho s e  whom he  oppo s e s  a s  i n - 
c o n s i d e n t .  T h u s  h e  r e p r e s e n t s  C o n s t a n t  C o m - 
m u n i o n  i n  t h e  S a c r a m e n t  o f  t h e  L o r d s  s u p p e r 
o n l y,  a n d  e n t i r e  C o m mu n i o n  i n  a l l  O rd i n a n c e s 
o f  Wo r s h i p,  a s  o n e  a n d  t h e  s a m e  t h i n g .  T h i n g s 
Lawfu l  in  themse lve s  s epa r a te  f rom the i r  Ci rcum- 
s t a n c e s  a n d  t h i n g s  L aw f u l  i n  t h e  C i r c u m s t a n c e s 
i n  wh i ch  t h ey  a re  requ i r ’d ,  a ppe a r  w i t h  h im  i n - 
c a p a b l e  o f  D i s t i n c t i o n .  T h i n g s  n o t  s i n f u l  i n 
t h em s e l ve s ,  h e  r e p re s en t s  a s  L aw fu l  i n  a ny  C i r - 
cums t ance s .  A  Wor sh ip  ma t e r i a l ly  Law f u l ,  i s  w i th 
h im eve r y  way  Lawfu l ,  such  a  Wor sh ip  he  th ink s 
c anno t  bu t  b e  v e r y  Law f u l  a nd  ye t  t h a t  w i l l  t a ke 
in  a l l  Wor sh ip,  t i l l  he  can f ind  a  sor t  o f  i t  tha t  i s 
mat e r i a l ly  un l aw fu l :  Which I  doubt  he ’d  f ind  d i f f i - 
cult to assign, When as the matter of Worship is ever
  Lawful,
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Law fu l ,  i f  i t  be  bu t  app ly ’d  to  a  r i gh t  Ob jec t ,  by 
a n  A g e n t  r i g h t l y  d i s p o s ’d ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  a  r i g h t 
End  &c .  He  t e l l s  u s  t h a t  t h e  Impo s i t i o n s  may  l aw - 
f u l ly  b e  c omp ly ’d  w i t h  a s  b e i n g  no t  ma t e r i a l ly  S in fu l . 
And  wi l l  the s e  be  any  room then  l e f t  to  Exc lude 
impos i t ion s  o f  any  so r t ?  Are  tho se  o f  the  Church 
o f  Rome  more  ma t e r i a l ly  S i n f u l ,  t h an  tho se  o f  the 
Chur c h  o f  Eng l and  i f  we abs t r ac t  f rom Circumstan- 
c e s ?  I  mu s t  n e ed s  s ay,  I  c a n ’t  s e e  how  any  Man 
can do us justice , that argues with us upon such Pr in- 
c ip l e s  a s  the se  wh ich  c re a t e  Con fu s ion ,  in  th ing s 
tha t  o f  themse lve s  a re  su f f i c i en t ly  p l a in  and c lea r. 
He goes  upon the  l ike  Mis t ake s ,  in  h i s  Per swas ive 
t o  L ay - C o n f o r m i t y.  Te l l i n g  t h e  D i s s e n t e r s ,  t h a t 
the i r  Cons t an t  Con f o rm i ty  t o  t h e  Es t abl i s h ’d  Chur c h , 
w a s  i n  t h e i r  o w n  j u d g m e n t s  L a w f u l .  T h i s  r u n s 
t h r o u g h  h i s  w h o l e  D i s c o u r s e  b o t h  t h e r e  a n d 
h e r e .  A n d  y e t  h e  h a s  n e v e r  c o n s i d e r ’d  o u r 
D i s t i n c t i o n ,  n o r  p rov ’d  we  d o n ’t  g o  a s  f a r ,  a s 
we  ow n ’d  we  L a w f u l l y  c o u l d  g o.  H a d  we  t a ke n 
s u c h  a  M e t h o d ,  h e ’d  h ave  b e e n  f r e e  i n  h i s  E x - 
clamations.

B u t  I  m u s t  n o t  b e  s o  u n j u s t  t o  H i m  a s  n o t 
d i s t i n c t l y  t o  c o n s i d e r  h i s  l a r g e  D i s c o u r s e  u p o n 
Cons tant  and Occas iona l  Communion ,  which f a l l s  un- 
der these three Heads.

1 .  H e  e n d e avo u r s  t o  p r ove  t h a t  t h e  C i r c u m - 
s t a n c e s  I  m e n t i o n ’d  d o n ’t  a t t e n d  o n  Con s t a n t  Com- 
mu n i o n ,  o r  d o n ’t  m a k e  i t  u n l a w f u l :  A n d  t h a t  t h e 
l i k e  C i r c u m s t a n c e s  a t t e n d  o n  o u r  O c c a s i o n a l  C o m - 
munion and our Separation.

2 .  H e  f a r t h e r  a d d s ,  t h a t  s u p p o s i n g  s o m e  i n c o n - 
ven i en t  C i r c ums t an c e s  d o  a t t end  upon  Con s t an t  Com- 
mun i on ;  ye t  th a t  be s i de s  such  l i ke  C i rcums t ance s , 
much worse do unavoidably attend upon Separat ion, 
and  make  i t  much  more  un l aw fu l ,  and  much  l e s s 
eligible.
  3. He

p. 190.
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3.  He  pur sue s  a  Compar i son  be tween  t h o s e  who 
b l ameab ly  impo s e  Te r ms  o f  Commun i on ,  and  s t i l l  a d - 
h e r e  t o  t h e  i m p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e m  a n d  t h o s e  w h o  a c - 
know l edg e  th e  th ing s  impo s ’d  t o  b e  i n  th emse l ve s  l aw- 
f u l ;  a nd  ye t  Love  n o t  P e a c e  and  Un i t y  s o  w e l l  a s  t o 
s u bm i t  t o  t h em .  I  sha l l  Cons ide r  wha t  he  ha s  sug- 
gested under each of these severally.

1.  Then,  he  a s se r t s  tha t  t h e  Ci r cums t an c e s  I  men- 
t i on ’d ,  don ’t  a t t end  on  Cons t an t  Communion  w i th  th e 
C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d ,  o r  d o n ’t  m a k e  i t  u n l a w f u l : 
And  t h a t  t h e  l i k e  C i r c ums t an c e s  a t t e nd  on  ou r  Oc c a - 
s ional Communion, and our separation.  This well prov’d 
I ’ l l  ow n  wo u l d  b e  mu c h  t o  t h e  P u r p o s e .  L e t ’s 
s e e  t h e n  h ow  h e  m a ke s  i t  o u t .  I  h a d  s a i d ,  t h a t 
i t  was  our  sense,  tha t  Communi c a t ing  c on s t an ly  w i th 
t h e  E s t a b l i s h ’d  Chu r c h  und e r  i t s  p r e s e n t  impo s i t i o n s, 
wou ld  r ep r e s en t  t h e  Wor sh i p  o f  t ha t  Chu r c h ,  no t  on ly 
a s  L aw f u l ,  b u t  a s  e l i g i b l e ,  n ay  p r e f e r a b l e .  T h i s  h e 
u t t e r l y  d e ny s .  And  s ay s ,  t h a t  h i s  Con s t a n t  j oy n i n g 
w i t h  t h e  E s t a b l s h t  Wo r s h i p,  c a n  o n ly  p r o v e  t h a t  h e 
thinks i t  mater ia l ly Lawful,  and upon some Considerat i - 
ons preferable to Separation, without which he cannot joyn 
w i t h  o t h e r  f o r m s  o f  Wo r s h i p .  B u t  i t  s h o u l d  h ave 
been  Cons ide r ’d ,  whe the r  a f t e r  repea t ed  Re fu s a l s 
o f  A m e n d m e n t  i n  o r d e r  t o  a  G r e a t e r  C o n f o r - 
m i t y  t o  t h e  Ru l e  o f  S c r i p t u re ,  a  Con s t an t  j o i n - 
i n g  w i t h  t h e  E s t a b l i s h ’d  Wo r s h i p  i s  n o t  j u s t l y 
l i ab l e  to  be  in t e r p re t ed  a  p re f e r r ing  i t  t o  any  o- 
t h e r  M o d e  o f  Wo r s h i p .  I  d o n ’t  i n d e e d  d o u b t 
bu t  many  do  joyn  o rd ina r i l y  w i th  the  E s t ab l i sh ’d 
Church ,  upon the  g rounds  he  ment ion s ;  a s  coun- 
t i n g  t h e i r  wo r s h i p  m a t e r i a l l y  L a w f u l  a n d  p r e f e r a - 
b l e  t o  S e p a r a t i o n :  B u t  t i s  q u e r y ’d  w h e t h e r  i f 
t h ey  r e a l l y  a p p re h e n d e d  t h e  M o d e  o f  Wo r s h i p - 
among  the  D i s s en t e r s  wa s  more  a g re e ab l e  t o  t h e 
m i n d  a n d  w i l l  o f  G o d  r e v e a l e d  i n  S c r i p t u r e , 
t h ey  wou l d  Ac t  e i t h e r  w i s e l y  o r  s a f e l y,  by  con - 
s t an t l y  j oyn ing  i n  the  E s t ab l i s h t  Wor sh ip,  t o  en-
  courage
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c o u r a g e  t h o s e  w h o  p r e f e r  t h a t  s o r t  o f  Wo r s h i p 
b e f o r e  a n y  o t h e r ,  t o  b e l i e ve  t h e y  we r e  o f  t h e 
s ame  mind  wi th  them,  and  to  s t reng then  them in 
t h e i r  o p p o s i t i o n  a g a i n s t  a  f a r t h e r  R e f o r m a t i o n . 
H i s  I n s t a n c e  s u i t s  o u r  p u r p o s e  m o r e  t h a n  h i s . 
When  ( s ays  he)  you keep  company cons tan t ly  wi th  any 
Pe r s on ,  no  one  c an  s ay,  un l e s s  you  t e l l  t h em,  whe th e r 
you  do  th i s,  b e c au s e  you  th ink  h i s  c ompany,  in  i t  s e l f, 
p r e f e rabl e,  in  a l l  r e sp e c t s,  t o  tha t  o f  o th e r s ;  o r  b e c au s e 
th e r e  a r e  s ome  o the r  Cons id e ra t i on s  su f f i c i en t  t o  d e t e r - 
m i n e  y o u  t o  i t ;  a s  I n t e r e s t ,  o r  U s e f u l n e s s,  o r  t h e 
h o p e  o f  d o i n g  G o o d ,  o r  t h e  l i k e .  B u t  I  mu s t  b e g 
l e ave  t o  d i f f e r  f ro m  h i m .  Fo r  w h e n  a  M a n  h a s 
two Compan ion s  tha t  o f f e r,  fo r  h im to  f l i gh t  the 
o n e ,  a n d  k e e p  c o m p a ny  c o n s t a n t l y  a n d  e x c l u s i v e l y 
w i t h  t h e  o t h e r ,  i s ,  i n  my  weak  Judgment ,  a  g iv ing 
h im  t h e  p r e f e r e n c e .  The  t h i n g  s p e a k s  f o r  i t  s e l f , 
whe the r  h e  t e l l s  m e  t h a t  i s  h i s  d e s i gn  o r  no t .  A 
Man  indeed  may  now and  then  Oc c a s i o n a l ly  con- 
v e r s e  w i t h  o n e  t h a t  i s  n o t ,  u p o n  s e v e r a l  a c - 
coun t s ,  so  ag reeab l e  to  h im a s  some  o the r s ;  sun- 
d r y  C o n s i d e r a t i o n s  m ay  b e  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  d e t e r m i n e 
h i m  t o  i t :  H i s  I n t e r e s t  m ay  e n g a g e  h i m ;  a  p ro - 
spect  of  Use fu lne s s  may be a  suf f ic ient  inducement ; 
a  hope  o f  do ing  Good,  o r  th e  l ik e ,  may thus  f a r  pre- 
va i l  w i t h  h im :  Bu t  none  o f  t h e s e  Co n s i d e r a t i o n s 
c a n  o r  ough t  t o  b e  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  d e t e r m i n e  a  Man 
t o  k e ep  c ompany  c on s t an t ly  and  ex c l u s i ve ly  w i th  one 
whose  company  i s  no t  judg ’d  p r e f e ra b l e  t o  tha t  o f 
others.

B u t  h e  g o e s  o n ,  a n d  s ay s .  T h a t  o u r  O c c a s i o n a l 
Commun i on  w i t h  t h e  Chu r c h  o f  Eng l and  do e s  r e p r e - 
s e n t  t h e  Wo r sh i p  o f  i t  a s  p r e f e ra b l e  a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r 
t i m e,  i n  o r d e r  t o  t h e  s h e w i n g  o u r  C h a r i t y :  A n d  a s 
s u c h  O c c a s i o n a l  Commun i on  d o e s  n o t  r e p r e s e n t  i t  a s 
p r e f e r a b l e  o n  a n y  o t h e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  b u t  t h a t ;  s o 
c on s t an t  Commun ion  do th  no t  o f  n e c e s s i t y  r ep r e s en t  i t 
p r e f e ra b l e  on  any  o th e r  c on s i d e ra t i on s,  bu t  t h e  publ i c k
  Peace, p. 186.
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Pe a c e,  a n d  Un i v e r s a l  Advan t a g e  o f  t h i s  Chu r c h  a n d 
N a t i o n .  T h a t  c o n s t a n t  C o m m u n i o n  w i t h  t h e 
e s t ab l i sh ’d  Church  ne c e s s a r i ly  imp l i e s  a  p re f e rence 
o f  i t s  Wor sh i p  b e f o re  any  o the r,  on  i t s  own  a c - 
c o u n t ,  wa s  n o t  a s s e r t e d .  I t  m ay  n o t  b e  s o  i n 
t h o s e  w h o  a p p re h e n d  t h e  C h u r c h  h a s  a  p o w e r  t o 
d e c r e e  R i t e s  a n d  C e r e m o n i e s ,  a n d  w h o  a p p re h e n d 
t h e m s e l v e s  o b l i g ’d  t o  ow n  t h i s  Powe r  o f  t h e 
Church ,  by  comply ing  wi th  a l l  i t s  Impos i t ion s  in 
t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  f o r b i d d e n .  T h e i r  P r i n c i p l e 
m ay  o b l i g e  t h e m  t o  t h e  s t a t e d  u s e  o f  a  way  o f 
Wo r s h i p  w h i c h  t h e y  m a y  n o t  p r e f e r .  B u t  ’ t i s 
o t h e r w i s e  w i t h  t h e m  w h o  ow n  n o  s u c h  Powe r . 
They  r e c kon i n g  t h em s e l ve s  a t  l i b e r t y  t o  c h o o s e 
t h a t  way  o f  Wo r s h i p  w h i c h ,  u p o n  s e a r c h ,  a p - 
pe a r s  t o  t hem mos t  S c r i p tu r a l ,  s hou ld  t hey  con- 
s t an t l y  keep  to  t he  Church ,  i t  wou ld  imp ly  t hey 
p re f e r ’d  the  way  o f  Wor sh ip  the re in  u s ed ,  be fo re 
a n y  o t h e r ,  a s  m o r e  s c r i p t u r a l .  D i d  w o r s h i p - 
p i n g  G o d  i n  t h e  way  o f  t h e  C h u rc h  o f  E n g l a n d 
n e c e s s a r i l y  r e p re s en t  t h e i r  way  o f  Wor s h i p,  a s  i n 
i t  s e l f ,  p re f e r ab l e ,  i t  wou ld  do  so  i n  t he  c a s e  o f 
a l l  th a t  con s t an t l y  jo in ’d  in  i t ,  wh ich  i s  no t  p re- 
t ended :  And  ye t  i t  doe s  no t  fo l l ow tha t  i t  wou ld 
no t  a r gu e  s u ch  a  p re f e ren c e ,  i n  t ho s e  s o  f i r m l y 
pe r suaded  a s  t o  the  l i be r t y  God  ha s  l e f t  t hem in 
the se  ma t t e r s ,  a s  a re  the  Occa s iona l  Con fo r mi s t s , 
s hou ld  t hey  be  p reva i l ’d  w i th  t o  j o i n  i n  i t  f o r  a 
constancy.

I t  i s  a b s u r d  t o  i n s i n u a t e  t o  s u c h ,  t h a t  t h e i r 
c o n s t a n t  Commun i on  wou ld  on l y  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  j o i n - 
ing  wi th  the  e s tabl i sh ’d  Chur c h as  e l i g ibl e,  nay p re f e ra- 
b l e,  o n  t h e  a c c o un t  o f  P e a c e,  and  Con c o rd ,  and  pub - 
l i c k  A d v a n t a g e s :  F o r  w h i l e  i t  i s  w i t h  t h e m  a 
f ix ’d  Pr inc ip le,  that  they are  bound s ta ted ly  to use 
t h a t  m o d e  o f  Wo r s h i p  w h i c h  a p p e a r s ,  u p o n 
s e a rch ,  to  be  mos t  s c r ip tu r a l ,  shou ld  they  s t a t ed- 
l y  u s e  t h e  p u b l i c k  Wo r s h i p  o f  t h e  C h u rc h ,  a n d
  no
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n o  o t h e r ,  t h ey  wo u l d ,  by  s o  d o i n g ,  d e c l a r e  t o 
t h e  Wo r l d  t h e y  p r e f e r ’d  i t  a s  m o s t  S c r i p t u r a l . 
Pea c e,  a n d  Con c o rd ,  a n d  pu b l i c k  Advan t a g e s ,  m igh t 
p reva i l  w i t h  s u ch  t o  Commun i c a t e  Occ a s i on a l l y, 
con s i s t en t l y  w i th  the i r  P r inc ip l e,  w i thou t  such  a 
p r e f e r e n c e :  B u t  t h a t  M a n ,  t h a t  r e c ko n i n g  h i m - 
s e l f  a t  l i be r ty  to  choose  fo r  h imse l f ,  and  judg ing 
h imse l f  bound  to  choose  fo r  a  con s t ancy  the  way 
o f  Wo r s h i p  t h a t  h e  a p p r e h e n d s  i s  m o s t  a g r e e a - 
b l e  to  Sc r i p tu re,  shou ld  j o in  con s t an t l y  w i th  the 
C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d ,  i n  i t s  p r e s e n t  s t a t e ,  wo u l d 
be  u t t e r l y  i n con s i s t en t  w i th  h imse l f ,  i n  p re t end- 
i ng  t o  b e  sway ’d  on l y  by  s u ch  Con s i d e r a t i on s  a s 
t h o s e  m e n t i o n ’d ,  d i s c l a i m i n g  a  p r e f e r e n c e .  T h e 
m o s t  M o d e r a t e  a m o n g  t h e  D i s s e n t e r s  c a n n o t  t h i n k 
i t  l aw f u l  t o  j o i n  c o n s t a n t l y  w i t h  a  Wo r s h i p  t h a t  i s 
on ly  mat e r i a l ly  l aw fu l ,  to  the  exc lud ing  wha t  they 
t h ink  t hemse l ve s  ob l i g ’d  t o  p re f e r,  v i z .  a  way  o f 
Wo r s h i p  t h a t  i s  m o r e  s c r i p t u r a l :  T h e y  c a n n o t 
bu t  th ink ,  th a t  t h i s ,  i n s t e ad  o f  be ing  f o r  t h e  un i - 
v e r s a l  g o o d  o f  t h e  C h u r c h ,  wo u l d  b e  ve r y  d e t r i - 
m e n t a l  t o  i t s  P u r i t y ;  A n d  f o r  t h a t  r e a s o n ,  t h o ’ 
i f  t h e  L i t u r g y  we re  s o  amended ,  a s  t h a t  i t s  Ex - 
p re s s i o n  a n d  M e t h o d  wa s  s c r i p t u r a l ,  a n d  i t  wa s 
f re ed  o f  obnox iou s  Exp re s s i on s  and  Tau to l og i e s , 
t h ey  m i gh t  o rd i n a r i l y  j o i n  i n  i t  i n  t h e  en t r an c e 
o f  pub l i c k  Wor sh i p,  ye t  t h ey  cou l d  no t  do  i t  t o 
the  exc lu s ion o f  the i r  own method o f  f ree  Prayer, 
s u i t e d  t o  T i m e s ,  S e a s o n s ,  a n d  C i r c u m s t a n c e s . 
The  l a t t e r  i s  wha t ,  i t  i s  f ree l y  own’d ,  they  gene- 
r a l l y  p r e f e r  a nd  t h e re f o re  w i t hou t  l i b e r t y  f o r  i t , 
they  can  no t  be  s a t i s f y ’d .  But  tho ’ they  do  p re f e r 
i t ,  ye t  i t  does  not  fo l low,  but  i f  the  L i turgy  were, 
a s  t o  t h e  M a t t e r  a n d  M a n n e r ,  r e n d e r ’d  u n e x - 
c ep t i on ab l e ,  t h ey  m i gh t  a g re e  t o  j o i n  t h a t  w i t h 
i t ,  w i t h o u t  c o n t r a d i c t i n g  t h e m s e l v e s :  N o r  d o e s  i t 
f o l l ow,  bu t  t h a t  w h i l e  n o t  o n l y  t h e  L i t u r g y  r e -
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ma in s  un re f o r m ’d ,  bu t  s und r y  o the r  unwa r r an t a - 
ble  Impos i t ions  a re  added to  the  publ ick  Wor sh ip, 
t hey  may  re fu s e  to  j o in  con s t an t l y  i n  i t ,  f o r  t h i s 
re a son ,  among  o the r s ;  Tha t  t h ey  mayn ’t  s e em to 
p re f e r  a  l e s s  s c r i p t u r a l ,  b e f o re  a  mo re  s c r i p t u r a l 
m o d e  o f  Wo r s h i p.  A n d  f i n a l l y,  L e t  h i m  r e p r e - 
s e n t  ou r  S ep a r a t i on  a s  h e  p l e a s e s ,  h e  knows  we 
u t t e r l y  d i s c l a i m  t h e  P r i n c i p l e ,  T h a t  w h a t s o e v e r 
s t a n d s  i n  n e e d  o f  Amen dm en t ,  r e q u i r e s  o u r  S e p a r a - 
t i o n ;  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  we  a r e  n o t  c h a r g e a b l e  w i t h 
i t :  Whe re a s  ’t i s  ou r  f i x ’d  a pp rehen s i on ,  t h a t  we 
o u g h t  n o t  c o n s t a n t l y  t o  j o i n  i n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h ’d 
Wo r s h i p  o f  t h e  C h u rc h ,  w h i l e  we  m ay  wo r s h i p 
G o d  i n  a  m o r e  s c r i p t u r a l  w ay ;  t h a t  w h e n  we 
h ave  f r e e  l i b e r t y  l e f t  u s  o f  G o d ,  we  o u g h t  t o 
c h o o s e  w h a t  w e  e s t e e m  p r e f e r a b l e ;  a n d  t h a t 
the re fo re  we  cou ld  no t  choo se  con s t an t  Commu- 
n i o n  w i t h  t h e  e s t a b l i s h ’d  C h u rc h ,  ( t o  t h e  u t t e r 
r e l i n q u i s h i n g  a l l  o t h e r  C h r i s t i a n  S o c i e t i e s  a - 
m o n g  u s )  w i t h o u t  p r e f e r r i n g  t h a t  b e f o r e  a n y 
other. 

A g a i n ,  I  h a d  a l s o  s a i d ,  T h a t  c o n s t a n t  C o m mu - 
n i o n  w ou l d  p r a c t i c a l l y  b e t r ay  o u r  L i b e r t y  i n  c omp l i - 
a n c e  w i t h  r i g o r o u s  Imp o s e r s .  He  s ay s ,  i t  wou l d  n o 
m o r e  h ave  d o n e  i t ,  t h a n  s u c h  a  c o n s t a n t  C o m mu - 
n i o n  a s  w e  w e r e  r e a dy  t o  e x e r c i s e ,  h a d  t h e  L i t u r g y 
b e en  amended  t o  ou r  m ind s .  But ,  in  the  mean t ime, 
h e  f o r g e t s  t h a t  w h e n eve r  s u c h  a  r e a d i n e s s  h a s . 
h een  d i s cove r ’d  t o  Commun i c a t e  o rd in a r i l y  ( a s  I 
r a t he r  choo s e  t o  exp re s s  i t  t h an  c o n s t a n t ly ,  f o r  a 
r e a s o n  t h a t  w i l l  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  s e q u e l )  w i t h  t h e 
pub l i c k  Chu rche s ,  i t  h a s  b e en  upon  s uppo s i t i on 
o f  t h e  s e cu r i n g  ou r  L i b e r t y ,  by  a n  a b a t emen t  o f 
t h e  r i g o r o u s  I m p o s i t i o n s  c o m p l a i n ’d  o f .  H e  s ay s , 
Cons t an t  Con f o r m i t y  i n  Kne e l i n g  a t  t h e  Commun i on , 
i s  n o  m o r e  a  b e t r a y i n g  o u r  L i b e r t y,  t h a n  c o n s t a n t 
C o n f o r m i t y  i n  t h e  u s e  o f  a  L i t u r g y .  B e  i t  s o :  H e 
s h o u l d  t h e re f o re  h ave  p rove d ,  i f  h e  c o u l d ,  t h a t
  we
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we had of fer ’d  such a  c ons tan t  Confo rmi ty  in  the  use 
o f  a  L i t u r g y ,  a s  s h o u l d  h ave  d e p r i v ’d  u s  o f  o u r 
l i be r t y  o f  va r y ing  w i th  T ime s ,  Se a son s ,  and  C i r - 
cumstances.

H e  g o e s  o n :  N o r  i s  c o n s t a n t  C o n f o r m i t y  t o  t h e 
u s e  o f  o u t  L i t u r gy,  a s  i t  i s  n ow,  a ny  mo r e  a  b e t r ay - 
i n g  you r  L i b e r t y,  t han  c on s t an t  Con f o r m i t y  t o  i t ,  had 
i t  b e e n  a l t e r ’d .  F o r  m y  p a r t ,  I ’ m  a g a i n s t  a n y 
such  cons t an t  Confor mi ty  to  a  L i tu rgy,  be  i t  ever 
s o  we l l  a l t e r ’d ,  a s  s h o u l d  b e t r ay  my  L i b e r t y ;  a n d 
I ’m  s u re  I  am  no t  s i n gu l a r .  I f  ( s ay s  h e )  c o n s t a n t 
Commun i o n  w ou l d  h a v e  b e e n  l aw f u l ,  t h o ’ a  L i t u r gy 
h a d  b e e n  imp o s ’d ,  i t  i s  l aw f u l  t h o ’ Kn e e l i n g  b e  im - 
p o s ’d ;  a n d  t h o ’ a  F o r m  o f  P r ay e r  b e  s t i l l  i m p o s ’d . 
E i t h e r  t h e r e f o r e  ( s ay s  he )  t h e  c o n s t a n t  s u bm i t t i n g  t o 
s ome  Te r m s  o f  Commun i on  ( c a l l  t h em  Impo s i t i o n s  o r 
w h a t  y o u  p l e a s e )  i s  n o t  a  p r a c t i c a l  b e t r ay i n g  o f 
you r  L ibe r t y,  and  s o  c o n s e qu en t ly  c o n s t a n t  Commu- 
n i on  i s  n o t ;  o r  e l s e  i t  i s  n o t  un l aw fu l  p r ac t i c a l l y  to 
be t r ay  your  L ibe r t y,  i n  comp l i ance  w i th  r i go rou s 
Impose r s ;  and  s o  c o n s e qu en i ly,  i t  i s  n o t  un l aw fu l  t o 
ho ld cons tant  Communion wi th the  Chur c h o f  England. 
One  o f  t h e  tw o  mu s t  b e  t r u e ;  o r  y o u  d o  v e r y  i l l  i n 
t e l l ing  u s  so  o f t en ,  how r eady  you have  be en,  and s t i l l 
a r e ,  t o  c o m p l y  u p o n  s o m e  A m e n d m e n t s .  B u t  M r . 
Head ly  s e ems  no t  to  t ake  no t i c e  whe re  the  th ing 
h a s  a l l  a l ong  s t u ck  be tween  t he  two  Pa r t i e s .  On 
one  s ide  there  i s  an  Impos ing  Power  war mly  con- 
t ended  fo r ;  wh i ch  on  the  o the r  s i de  i s  s t i f l y  de - 
ny’d.

T h ey  t h a t  d i s ow n  t h i s  Powe r,  t h o ’ t h ey  k n ow 
n o t  w h a t  R i g h t  t h e i r  B r e t h r e n  h ave  t o  I m p o s e 
u p o n  t h e m ,  a n d  h a v e  s i g n i f y ’d  a s  m u c h  b y 
t h e i r  c o n s t a n t  r e f u s a l  o f  a  S u b s c r i p t i o n  t o  t h e 
2 0 t h  A r t i c l e  o f  t h e  C h u rc h ;  ye t  c o u l d  i n  s o m e 
t h i n g s  t h a t  h ave  b e e n  i n s i s t e d  o n  c o m p l y  w i t h 
t h em .  On  t h e  o t h e r  h and ,  t h ey  who  a re  po s s e s - 
s ed  w i th  such  a  no t i on  o f  t he i r  Power,  f ancy  a l l
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s u ch  p ropo s ’d  Comp l i a n c e s  a r gu e  s ome  s e n s e  o f 
the i r  Power,  tho ’ no t  r a i s ’d  to  the  p i t ch  they  de- 
s i re ;  and in s tead  o f  making  use  o f  any  such Com- 
p l i a n c e s  a s  h ave  b e en  o f f e r ’d  a s  Te r ms  o f  Pe a c e, 
t h ey  t u r n  t hem upon  tho s e  t h a t  make  t hem,  and 
a r gue,  t h a t  i f  t hey  c an  own  the i r  Power  i n  some 
th ing s ,  t h ey  may  i n  o the r s .  Whe re a s  he  t h a t  ob- 
s e r v e s ,  h ow,  i n  a l l  s u c h  P r o p o s a l s ,  t h e y  h a ve 
gua rded  ag a in s t  own ing  such  a  Power,  t i l l  i t  wa s 
b e t t e r  p rov ’d ;  a n d  h ow  c a r e f u l l y  t h ey  h ave  s e - 
c u r ’d  t h e i r  ow n  L i b e r t y,  ( a s  t h ey  t h o u g h t  t h ey 
ough t  to  do  t i l l  good  re a son  wa s  o f f e r ’d  them to 
i nduce  t hem to  re s i gn  i t )  w i l l  h a rd l y  t h ink  s u ch 
Tr e a t m e n t  c a n d i d  a n d  i n g e n u o u s .  I ’ l l  g i v e  a 
p l a i n  i n s t a n c e  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  L i t u r gy ,  wh i ch 
this Gentleman harps so much upon.

The  Min i s t e r s  c a l l ’d  Pr e s by t e r i a n s ,  i n  the i r  f i r s t 
Paper  o f  P roposa l s  to  K.  Cha r l e s  I I .  a f t e r  h i s  Re- 
s t a u r a t i o n ,  t h u s  e x p r e s s ’d  t h e m s e l ve s  a b o u t  i t : 
We  a r e  s a t i s f y ’d  ( s ay  t h ey )  i n  o u r  J u d g m e n t s  c o n - 
c e r n i n g  t h e  l aw fu l n e s s  o f  a  L i t u r gy,  o r  Fo r m  o f  Wa r - 
s h i p,  p r o v i d e d  i t  b e  f o r  t h e  Ma t t e r  a g r e e a b l e  t o  t h e 
Word  o f  God,  and  f i t ly  su i t ed  t o  th e  na tu r e  o f  th e  s e - 
v e ra l  O rd i n an c e s  and  Ne c e s s i t i e s  o f  t h e  Chu r c h ;  n e i - 
the r  too  t ed ious  in  the  who le,  no r  compos ’d  o f  too  sho r t 
P raye r s  o r  R e s p on s a l s,  n o r  d i s s o n an t  f r om  t h e  L i t u r - 
g i e s  o f  t h e  Re f o rmed  Chu r c h e s,  no r  t o o  r i g o r ou s ly  im- 
p o s ’d ,  n o r  t h e  M i n i s t e r  c o n f i n ’d  t h e r e u n t o,  bu t  t h a t 
h e  m ay  a l s o  m a k e  u s e  o f  t h e  G i f t ,  o f  P r a y e r  a n d 
E x h o r t a t i o n ,  w h i c h  C h r i s t  h a t h  g i v e n  h i m ,  f o r  t h e 
S e r v i c e  a n d  E d i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  C h u r c h .  We  a r e  o f 
t h e  s a m e  m i n d  s t i l l ;  a n d ,  w i t h  M r .  H o a d l y ’s 
l e ave,  t h ink  i t  may  no t  be  ami s s ,  upon  occa s ion , 
t o  d e c l a r e  a s  m u c h .  T h u s  f a r ,  a n d  u p o n  s u c h 
Amendments, we can comply.

B u t  t h e n  h e  m ay  o b s e r ve ,  t h a t  h i s  A r g u m e n t 
a g a in s t  u s  i s  qu i t e  ene r va t ed ,  by  t he  L im i t a t i on s 
s p e c i f y ’d .  We  c a n ’t ,  by  s u c h  a  c o m p l i a n c e ,  b e -
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t r ay  ou r  L i b e r t y ,  becau se  i t  i s  p a r t i cu l a r l y  inden t - 
e d  f o r ;  we  d o n ’t  c o m p l y  w i t h  r i g o ro u s  I m p o - 
s e r s ;  f o r  we  d i s c l a i m  e ve n  a  L i t u r g y,  t o o  r i g o - 
r o u s l y  im p o s ’d ;  a nd  ou r  c omp l y i n g  s o  f a r  a s  t h i s 
O ve r t u re  i m p l i e s ,  m ay  b e  ve r y  s a f e  a n d  l aw f u l , 
and  ye t  a  c on s t an t  Commun i c a t i n g  w i th  the  Church 
u n d e r  i t s  p r e s e n t  I m p o s i t i o n s ,  m ay  s t i l l  b e  u n - 
l aw f u l ;  i n a s mu c h  a s  i t  wo u l d  b e  a  b e t r ay i n g  o u r 
L i b e r t y ,  b eyo n d  a l l  h o p e s  o f  eve r  r e c ove r i n g  i t ; 
A n d  a n  A c q u i t t i n g  E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  A s s u m e r s  t o o ; 
b e c a u s e  a t t e n d e d  w i t h  a n  ow n i n g  s u c h  a  Powe r 
t o  m a ke  r i g o ro u s  I m p o s i t i o n s ,  a s  C h r i s t  n eve r 
gave them.

C o u l d  i t  r e a l l y  b e  m a d e  a p p e a r ,  t h a t  O c c a s i o - 
na l  Communion  d id  a s  much a cqu i t  Ec c l e s i a s t i c a l  As- 
s ume r s ,  we  s hou ld  s oon  be  a s  much  a g a i n s t  t h a t , 
a s  C o n s t a n t  C o m mu n i o n :  B u t  we  c a n ’t  c o n c e i ve 
how  t h a t  c a n  po s s i b l y  b e  done,  when  ou r  Oc c a - 
s i o n a l  C ommun i o n  i s  a t t e nd ed  w i t h  a n  op en  d i s - 
owning the Power that  they pretend to ;  whi le  c on- 
s t a n t  C o m mu n i o n ,  a s  M a t t e r s  n ow  H a n d ,  i s  b o t - 
t o m ’d  u p o n  t h a t  Powe r ;  a n d  p rov ’d  t o  d o  s o , 
by  t h e  e xp re s s  a c know l edgmen t ,  t h a t  i s  r e qu i r ’d 
o f  a l l  t h a t  m in i s t e r  i n  t h e  Chu rch ,  t h a t  s h e  h a s 
s u c h  a  Powe r ;  w h i c h  t h e  Pe o p l e  a b e t  by  t h e i r 
con s t an t  adhe rence  to  them,  and  to t a l  w i thd r aw- 
i n g  f r o m  t h e  A s s e r t o r s  o f  t h e i r  C h r i s t i a n  L i - 
berty.

Ne i t h e r  do e s  o u r  S e p a r a t i o n  a s  mu c h  a c q u i t  a n d 
e n c ou ra g e  r i g i d  S e p a ra t i s t s ,  a s  ou r  c o n s t a n t  Commu- 
n ion wi th  the  Chur c h  o f  Eng land ,  in  i t s  present  case, 
wo u l d  a c q u i t  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  r i g o r o u s  I m p o s e r s ;  f o r 
t h e  r i g i d n e s s  o f  t h e  S e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h o s e  o f  a 
S e c t a r i a n  S p i r i t ,  l i e s  i n  t h e i r  u n c h a r i t a b l e n e s s : 
They  a re  ready  to  d iv ide  those  f rom Chr i s t ,  f rom 
w h o m  t h e y  d i v i d e  t h e m s e l v e s ;  a n d  u n c h u r c h 
t ho s e  whom t h ey  ough t  t o  own  a s  B re t h ren .  I n 
this  we are so f ar  f rom just i fying them, that  we se t ,
 Q 3 our
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o u r  s e l v e s  a g a i n s t  t h e m  u p o n  t h i s  ve r y  a c c o u n t ; 
a n d  t o  m a n i f e s t  we  a r e  a g a i n s t  t h e m ,  we  C o m - 
mun i c a t e  Occ a s i on a l l y  w i t h  t h e  Chu rch  o f  Eng - 
l and ;  wh ich  i s  an  ev idence  to  a l l  t h a t  ob se r ve  i t , 
t h a t  we  c o u n t  t h o s e  o f  t h a t  C h u r c h  B r e t h r e n , 
and  cannot  acqu i t  such  a s  so  s epa r a t e  f rom them, 
a s  t o  d eny  t h em  a  B ro th e r l y  A f f e c t i on .  Ou r  S e - 
p a r a t i o n  don ’t  Acqu i t  on  one  h and ,  b e c au s e  i t ’s ; 
k n ow n  t o  p r o c e e d  u p o n  d i f f e r e n t  P r i n c i p l e s ; 
b u t  c o n s t a n t  C o m m u n i o n ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d , 
wou ld  Acqu i t ,  b e c au s e  a t t ended  w i t h  an  own ing 
and abetting the imposing Power.

But  he  goe s  on :  Suppo s i n g  you r  L i b e r t y  t o  b e  i n - 
va d e d  by  t h e s e  Imp o s i t i o n s ;  y e t  s i n c e  t h e  t h i n g s  r e - 
q u i r ’d  a r e  n o t  u n l aw f u l ,  i t  i s  c e r t a i n ly  l aw f u l  ( s ay s 
he)  i f  no t  ve r y  commendabl e,  f o r  you,  t o  y i e ld  up your 
L i b e r t y  i n  a  sma l l  a nd  l aw fu l  i n s t an c e,  t o  t h e  c o n s i - 
d e r a t i o n s  o f  P e a c e  a n d  U n i o n .  T h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o - 
th ing  un l aw fu l  requ i r ’d  by  the  Church ,  i n  t h e  Ci r - 
c um s t an c e s  i n  wh i ch  i t  i s  requ i r ’d  to  be  comp ly ’d 
w i t h .  I  n eve r  ye t  a c k n ow l e d g ’d .  H oweve r ,  t h a t 
i n  a  sma l l  and  l aw fu l  i n s t an c e  i t  may  b e  l aw fu l  f o r  a 
Man  t o  y i e l d  u p  h i s  L i b e r t y  t o  t h e  c o n s i d e ra t i o n s  o f 
P e a s e  a n d  Un i t y ,  i s  no t  d eny ’d :  Bu t  t h a t  re a che s 
no t  t he  p re s en t  c a s e,  whe re  t he  i n s t a n c e s  a re  no t 
sma l l ;  and  whe re  t h ing s  a re  s o  C i rcums t an t i a t ed , 
a s  tha t  the  Lawfu lne s s  o f  the  compl i ance  requ i r ’d 
i s  q u e s t i o n ’d ,  a n d  t h e  s t a t e  o f  t h i n g s  i s  s u c h , 
tha t  i f  we  by  cons t an t  Communion own the  Pow- 
e r  o f  t h e  Impo s e r s ,  we  pu t  ou r  s e l ve s  i n to  t he i r 
H a n d s ,  a n d  l i e  a t  t h e i r  M e r c y,  w h o  a r e  s o  f a r 
f rom be ing  d i s po s ’d  t o  a l l ow u s  any  th ing  o f  L i - 
b e r t y ,  t h a t  t hey  a re  more  l i ke l y  t o  go  on  to  f a r - 
ther Exactions. v

Such  a  comp l i an c e  a s  w i l l  j u s t i f i e  t h e i r  Powe r 
t o  i m p o s e ,  we  c a n n o t  d i s c e r n  t o  b e  l a w f u l ,  a n d 
t h e r e f o r e  t h e  d o i n g  i t  e ve n  i n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f 
P e a c e  a n d  U n i t y ,  c a n n o t ,  i n  o u r  a p p r e h e n s i o n , 
be  ab l e  to  excu se  i t .  We g r an t  indeed  the re  have
  been
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be en  s ome  i n  t h e  Chu rch  o f  Eng l and ,  t h a t  h ave 
been  r e a dy  and  vo i d i n g  t o  y i e l d  up  s ome  i n c on s i d e r - 
a b l e  P o i n t s  t o  g a i n  ou r  Con f o r m i t y ;  Bu t  we  c anno t 
f o r  t h e i r  s a k e s  a s  Mr.  Hoad ly  move s .  Commun i c a t e 
Cons t an t ly  w i th  th e  Chur c h  o f  Eng l and ,  because  th i s 
s e e m s  t o  u s  t o  a m o u n t  t o  a n  ow n i n g  t h e i r  i m - 
p o s i n g  P o w e r  i n  t h i n g s  w e  t a k e  t o  b e  v e r y 
Cons ide r ab l e :  And  ye t  i t  i s  no t  f o r  t h e  s ak e  o f  t h e 
R i g o r o u s  i m p o s e r s ,  a s  h e  o d d l y  e x p re s s e s  i t ,  t h a t 
we separa te ,  but for our own sakes ,  that  we may se- 
c u r e  t h a t  L i b e r t y  t o  w h i c h  we  a p p r e h e n d  we 
have  an  undoubted  Righ t ,  and  which  they  appea r 
bent to deprive us off.

I t  w a s  f a r t h e r  a d d e d ,  t h a t  a s  m a t t e r s  n o w 
s t and ,  Cons t an t  Commun i on  wou ld  s e em  t o  i n t ima t e 
a s  i f  D i v i n e  Wo r s h i p  w e r e  n o t  a c c e p t a b l e  w i t h o u t 
s u c h  S u p e r a d d e d  f o r m a l i t y s  a s  a r e  u s e d  i n  t h e 
Chu r c h  o f  En g l a n d .  Bu t  t h i s  I  am  t o l d  i s  a  l o a d - 
i n g  t h e  Cau s e  w i t h  a l l  t h e  a g g ra va t i n g  C i r c ums t an c e s 
1  c a n  t h i n k  o f,  wh e n  I  c a nn o t  bu t  k n ow  t h em  t o  b e 
wh o l ly  ima g i n a r y,  a n d  w i t h o u t  f o u n d a t i o n ;  a n d  c a n - 
not but be sensible that I am in this unjust to a Church, 
wh i c h  ha th  d e c l a r e d  i n  t h e  mo s t  publ i c k  Manne r,  t ha t 
t h e s e  s u p e r a d d e d  F o r m a l i t i e s  a r e  o f  s u c h  a  N a t u r e , 
t ha t  t h ey  may  b e  a l t e r ’d  and  abo l i s h ’d  upon  Oc c a s i on , 
& c .  Fo r  my  p a r t  I  wo u l d  n o t  w i l l i n g l y  b e  u n - 
jus t  to a  Par t icular  Per son,  much le s s  to a  Church, 
I  i n d e e d  ve r y  s e n s i b l e  o f  h e r  P u b l i c k  D e c l a - 
r a t i o n  o f  t h e  a l t e r a b l e n e s s  o f  t h e  C e r e m o n i e s , 
Bu t  when  I  f ind  tha t  no t  an  Ace  c an  be  a  ba t ed , 
n o t  a  t r i f l e  a l t e r ’d ,  a f t e r  r e i t e r a t e d  C o m p l a i n t s 
f o r  s o  m a ny  s c o r e s  o f  Ye a r s ,  b a c k ’d  w i t h  s u c h 
we i g h t y  a n d  m ov i n g  R e a s o n s ,  I  mu s t  c o n f e s s  I 
c a n n o t  l ay  t h a t  s t r e s s  u p o n  s u c h  a  D e c l a r a t i o n 
a s  Mr.  Hoad ly  s e ems  to  de s i re  I  s hou ld .  I t  s e ems 
t o  m e  t o  s t a n d  f o r  a  C y p h e r  i n  t h e  C h u r c h  o f 
En g l a nd ,  and  t he re fo re  I  know no t  why  I  s hou ld 
o t h e r w i s e  e s t e e m  o f  i t .  W h a t  I  h e r e  e x p r e s t  i s 
no t  a n  Ag g r a va t i o n ;  no r  i s  t h e  f e a r  im a g i n a r y  a n d
 Q 4 without
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w i t h o u t  f o u n d a t i o n .  T h e  C o n t e m p t  t h a t  i s  s o 
common l y  pou r ’d  upon  t h e  way  o f  Wor sh i p  u s ’d 
among  t h e  Di s s e n t e r s ,  c ompa r ’d  w i t h  t h e  way  o f 
the  Chur c h  o f  Eng l and ,  by  those  who a re  the  mos t 
Z e a l o u s  d e f e n d e r s  o f  t h a t  C h u r c h ,  i s  a  p l a i n 
E v i d en c e  t h a t  t h e re  i s  g ood  re a s o n  f o r  t h e  f e a r 
s i gn i f y ’d  unde r  t h i s  He ad .  Wha t  t hough  Pe r s on s 
that Constantly Communicate with the Church, won’t 
o p e n l y  d e c l a r e  i t  a s  t h e i r  O p i n i o n  t h a t  d i v i n e 
Worship i s  not  ac ceptable  wi thout the i r  super  added For- 
m a l i t i e s :  Ye t  w h e n  we  f i n d  s o  m a ny  o f  t h e m  i n 
t h e i r  D i s cou r s e s  a nd  Wr i t i n g s  s o  f r e e l y  r unn i ng 
d ow n  a  way  o f  Wo r s h i p  t h a t  i s  m o re  S c r i p t u r a l 
than thei r  own,  and which only d i f fer s  f rom thei r s 
in  the  Fo rma l i t i e s  they  have  supe radded ,  and  repre- 
sent ing one a s  so  desp icable,  whi le  the  other  i s  so 
a d m i r a b l e ;  t h e  o n e  s o  A p o s t i c a l ,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r 
s o  Nove l ;  t h e  on e  a s  s o  s u i t a b l e ,  a nd  t h e  o t h e r 
s o  a b s u r d ,  h ow  m u c h  I ’d  f a i n  k n ow  d o e s  t h i s 
f a l l  s h o r t  o f  i t ?  I f  a f t e r  t h i s ,  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n 
t h e  Common  L angu ag e  o f  Pu l p i t  a nd  P re s s ,  we. 
should jo in Constant ly  with them without  Amend- 
ment s ,  i t  wou ld  look  a s  i f  we  came ove r  to  the i r 
way  o f  Wor sh ip,  a s  be ing  conv inc ’d  tha t  we cou ld 
n o t  b e  s o  we l l  a c c e p t e d  i n  o u r  ow n .  A n d  t h o ’ 
M r.  H o a d l y  d e c l a r e s  i t  wo u l d  i n t i m a t e  q u i t e  t h e 
Con t ra r y ,  ye t  he  c annot  expec t  h i s  ba re  Judgment 
shou ld  g ive  u s  Sa t i s f a c t ion .  He  back s  i t  the re fo re 
w i t h  A r g u m e n t s  s u c h  a s  t h e y  a r e .  H e  t e l l s  u s 
t h a t  we  h ave  s u p e r a d d e d  F o r m a l i t i e s  i n  o u r  o w n 
R e l i g i o u s  A s s e m b l i e s .  A n d  t h a t  i f  t h e  C o n s t a n t 
U s e  o f  t h em ,  d o e s  n o t  s e em  t o  i n t ima t e  a s  i f  D i v i n e 
Wo r s h i p  w e r e  n o t  a c c e p t a b l e  w i t h o u t  t h em ,  n o  m o r e 
do th  Cons t an t  Commun ion  w i th  t h e  Church  o f  Eng- 
l and.  But  i f  i t  does ;  then Cons tant  Communion i s 
not in our Opinion unlawful upon this Account. And 
that at least our Constant Communion with the  Church 
o f  Eng l a nd  i s  a s  L aw f u l  a s  o u r  C on s t a n t  C o mmu - 
nion wi th our  own Churches,  as  fa r  as  th i s  Argument  i s
  con-
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c o n c e r n ’d .  B u t  h e  m i g h t  h ave  o b s e r v ’d  h a d  h e 
t h o u g h t  G o o d ,  t h a t  t h o s e  t h i n g s  w h i c h  h e 
c a l l s  f u p e r a d d e d  F o r m a l i t i e s  i n  o u r  R e l i g i o u s  A s - 
a emb l i e s ,  a re  no  Add i t i on s  t o  D iv ine  In s t i t u t i on s 
no  Te r ms  o f  Commun ion ,  bu t  on l y  C i rcums t an - 
ce s  wh ich  though  l e f t  ind i f f e ren t  by  our  Sav iour, 
ye t  m o s t  b e  d e t e r m i n ’d  o n e  way  o t h e r  by  e a c h 
Wo r s h i p p i n g  A s s e m b l y,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  c o n - 
ve n i e n c y  o r  i n c l i n a t i o n  o f  t h o s e  o f  w h o m  i t  i s 
made up.  The s t a ted  Use  o f  such th ings  cannot  so 
much  a s  s e em  t o  i n t ima t e  a s  i f  D i v i n e  Wo r sh i p  we r e 
no t  a c c ep tabl e  wi thout  them ,  because we lay no s t re s s 
a s  to the acceptableness  of  Wor ship upon them; we 
open l y  d e c l a re  t h a t  o t h e r s  may  b e  a c c ep t ab l e  t o 
God wi thout  them,  or  who var y  f rom us  in  them; 
and we mani fe s t  that  we are  in ear nes t  in  th i s  De- 
c l a ra t ion ,  by  our  joyning Occas iona l ly  e i ther  wi th 
such Dis sent ing Cong regat ions  or  Par i sh Churches , 
a s  therein most  di f fer  f rom us.  The same cannot be 
s a i d  a s  t o  Con s t an t  Commun i on  w i t h  t h e  Chu r c h  o f 
England ,  which i s  ent ire ly conf in’d to societys  wor- 
shiping in such a par t icular way; the superadded For- 
mal i t i e s  of  that Church are Addit ions to Chr ist ’s  In- 
s t i tut ions ,  Ter ms of  Communion, needles s  Ceremo- 
nies; and the conf ining our selves to them while such 
a stress is laid upon them, and they are so applauded. 
And tha t  Wor sh ip  tha t  i s  wi thout  them i s  so  con- 
temn’d ,  would  rea l ly  look a s  i f  we thought  d iv ine 
Wo r s h i p  n o t  a c c e p t a b l e  w i t h o u t  t h e m .  T h i s 
makes a mighty difference. But he adds, that our Con- 
pant  Use  o f  any pa r t i cu la r  supe radded Formal i ty  in  our 
own Churches seems much more s t rongly to int imate as i f 
Divine Worship were not acceptable without i t ,  than such 
Con s t a n t  U s e  o f  a ny,  i n  t h e  Chu r c h  E s t a b l i s h ’d  c a n 
do.  Fo r ,  s ays  he,  what  you Use  in  your  Chur c he s,  you 
p r e t e n d  y o u  U s e  u p o n  C h o i c e ;  w h i c h  i m p l i e s  t h a t 
y ou  ima g i n e  i t  t o  a dd  s om th i n g  t o  t h e  a c c e p t a b l e n e s s 
o f  t h e  Wo r s h i p :  Whe r e a s  n o  s u c h  t h i n g  c a n  b e  f a i r ly 
g a t h e r ’d  f r o m  y o u r  C o n s t a n t  U s e  o f  a  s u p e r a d d e d
  For-
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F o r m a l i t y  i n  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d ;  b e c a u s e  n o 
on e  c a n  p o s s i b ly  t e l l ,  wh e t h e r  you  Con s t an t ly  U s e  i t 
b e c a u s e  y ou  t h i nk  i t  mo s t  Condu c i n g  t o  t h e  De c e n c y 
and  a c c ep t abl ene s s  o f  Publ i c k  Wor sh ip,  o r  b e c au s e  i t  i s 
e n j oyn ed  by  Au th o r i t y  & c .  I  rep l y ;  t h a t  tho se  C i r - 
cums t ance s  o f  Wor sh ip  wh i ch  e a ch  Cong rega t i on 
among  u s  d e t e r m in e s  f o r  i t  s e l f ,  a r e  i n d e ed  t h e 
m a t t e r  o f  o u r  C h o i c e ,  bu t  d o n ’t  i m p l y,  t h a t  we 
im a g i n e  t h e y  a dd  a ny  t h i n g  t o  t h e  a c c e p t a b l e n e s s  o f 
t h e  Wo r s h i p .  I t  i s  ou r  known Pr inc ip l e,  th a t  no r - 
th ing  wh ich  God  ha s  no t  requ i r ’d  c an  con t r i bu te 
t o  t h e  a c c e p t a b l e n e s s  o f  Wo r s h i p  t o  h i m .  S u c h 
t h i ng s  a s  t h e s e  t h e re f o re  may  make  t h e  Wor sh i p 
more  Conven i en t  f o r  u s ,  bu t  no t  a  j o t  t h e  more 
a c c e p t a b l e  t o  G o d .  T h e  s u p e r  a d d e d  F o r m a l i - 
t y s  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d  h ave  a n o t h e r  A s - 
p e c t :  T h ey  a r e  A d d i t i o n s  t o  D iv i n e  I n i t i a t i o n s 
a n d  Te r m s  o f  C o m m u n i o n .  H e  t h a t  c o n s t a n t l y 
joyns in them must do it out of Choice , when he may 
h ave  a  way  o f  Wo r s h i p  t h a t  i s  f r e e  f ro m  t h e m . 
Suppos ing he does  i t  because of  the Author i ty that 
en j oyn s  t h em ,  when  t h a t  Au tho r i t y  h a s  i n j oyn ’d 
t h e m  f o r  t h e  s a ke  o f  D e c e n c y ,  I  t h i n k  we  m ay 
we l l  s u p p o s e  h e  h a s  a  r e g a rd  t o  t h a t  a l s o.  A n d 
suppo s ing  he  doe s  no t  app rehend ,  t h a t  t he  Wor- 
s h i p  i n j o in ’d  wa s  more  Decen t ,  and  more  a g re e - 
a b l e  t o  G o d  t h a n  t h e  o t h e r  t h a t  h e  m i g h t  h ave 
o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r ,  I  c a n ’t  s e e  w hy  h e  s h o u l d  s o 
p r e f e r  i t ,  a s  e n t i r e l y  t o  c o n f i n e  h i m s e l f  t o  i t , 
Bu t  be  i t  a s  i t  w i l l  a s  to  tha t ,  the  C i rcums t ance s 
th a t  a re  De te r min ’d  in  ou r  A s s embly s  be ing  on ly 
f o r  C o nve n i e n c y,  w h i l e  t h o s e  i n  t h e  C h u r c h  o f 
Eng land ,  a re  des ign’d for  Ornament ,  and the he i gh t - 
n i n g  o f  D e v o t i o n ;  a n d  t h e y  b e i n g  m u c h  m o r e 
a b s o l u t e l y  c o n f i n ’d  t h a n  we ,  I  t h i n k  t h e r e ’s  n o 
ro o m  f o r  a  C o m p a r i s o n  i n  t h e  C a s e ;  a n d  t h a t 
’t i s ,  u t t e r l y  g round le s s  to  in s inua te  a s  i f  our  Ci r - 
cumstances  and the i r  Ceremonies ,  were  equa l ly  l i -
  able
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a b l e  t o  a f f e c t  t h e  Pa r t i e s  c o n c e r n ’d ,  a s  t o  t h e 
u n a c c e p t a b l e n e s s  o f  t h e  M o d e  o f  Wo r s h i p,  t h a t 
i s  oppos i te  to that  to which they are  Us’d respect- 
i ve l y.  I  don ’t  h e re  f l y  t o  a  f a r  f e t c h t  i n t e r p r e t a - 
t i o n .  Bu t  g ive  t h e  Rea l  s t a t e  o f  t h e  Ca s e.  When 
t h e  t h i ng s  requ i r ’d  i n  t h e  Pub l i c k  Chu rche s  and 
in  our  separa te  As sembl ie s  a re  o f  the  s ame na ture, 
and the Conf inement  the same,  then wi l l  the case. 
i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  b e  t h e  s ame,  bu t  no t  t i l l  t h en .  I 
s h a l l  o n l y  a d d .  T h a t  w h e re a s  h e  i n t i m a t e s ,  t h a t 
ou r  S e p a ra t i o n ,  a s  i t  i s  a c c ompany ’d  w i t h  Oc c a s i o n a l 
C ommu n i o n ,  s e em t n g  t o  i n t im a t e  a s  i f  d i v i n e  Wo r - 
sh i p  we r e  no t  a c c e p t ab l e  w i th  t h e  c on s t an t  u s e  o f  su c h 
s up e ra dd ed  Fo r ma l i t i e s  a s  a r e  e n j o i n ’d  i n  t h e  Chu r c h 
o f  E n g l a n d ,  b e c o m e s  t h e re by  a s  u n l a w f u l ,  a s  t h e 
C i r c u m s t a n c e  m e n t i o n ’d ,  i f  t r u e ,  wo u l d  r e n d e r 
ou r  c o n s t a n t  Commun i o n  w i t h  i t ,  h e  en t i re l y  m i - 
s t a ke s  t h e  c a s e .  Fo r  ou r  Occ a s i on a l  Commun ion 
wi th  them,  i s  a  demons t r a t ion  o f  our  s a t i s f ac t ion , 
t h a t  t hey  may  be  a c cep t ed  o f  God  w i th  a l l  t h e i r 
s upe r added  Fo r ma l i t i e s ;  a nd  we  a re  i n c ap ab l e  o f 
do ing  any  th ing  more  than th i s  amount s  to  in  or- 
d e r  t o  t h e i r  Conv i c t i on ;  a nd  when  t h ey  g ive  u s 
a  l ike  demons t r a t ion ,  on  the  o ther  hand ,  the  ca se 
will be parallel, but not before.

I t  wa s  a l s o  a s s e r t e d ,  T h a t  c o n s t a n t  C o m mu n i o n 
wou l d  r e p r e s e n t  Ch r i s t ’s  own  In s t i t u t i o n  a s  d e f e c t i v e, 
a n d  n o t  o r d e r l y  o r  d e c e n t ,  w i t h o u t  t h e  Add i t i o n s  t o 
d i v i n e  Wo r s h i p  b r o u gh t  i n t o  t h e  Chu r c h  o f  En g l a nd . 
Whe reupon  h e  d e c l a re s .  Tha t  Ch r i s t ’s  own  I n s t i - 
tu t i on  o f  Bap t i sm,  o r  o f  t h e  Lo rd ’s -Suppe r,  o r  o f  pub- 
l i c k  a n d  u n i t e d  P r ay e r,  i t  a s  p e r f e c t  a s  b e  d e s i g n ’d 
i t  s o  b e,  a n d  n o  p e r f e c t e r .  Ag re ed .  Bu t  t h en  ( s ay s 
h e )  T h a t  y o u  d o  n o t  t h i n k  y o u r  s e l v e s,  t h a t  h e  d e 
s i g n ’d  i t  t o  e x c l u d e  Add i t i o n s,  a n d  t h e  c o n s t a n t  u s e 
o f  Add i t i o n s  i n  a ny  a c t s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  Wo r s h i p,  y o u r 
own  P r a c t i c e  i s  a  c l e a r  d emon s t r a t i o n .  We  d eny  i t . 
We  ne i t h e r  a dd  any  t h i ng  t o  Ch r i s t ’s  I n s t i t u t i o a
  in
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i n  B a p t i z i n g ,  n o r  i n  c e l e b r a t i n g  t h e  C o m mu n i o n , 
no r  i n  pu b l i c k  P raye r .  L e t  h im  p rove  we  do,  a nd 
we ’ l l  d i s ca rd  i t .  He s ay s  he ’ l l  i n s t an c e  i n  t h e  Com- 
mun i o n .  I  a t t end  h im ,  a s  open  t o  Conv i c t i on ,  a s 
h e  h i m s e l f  c o u l d  d e s i r e .  C h r i s t ’s  I n s t i t u t i o n  ( h e 
s ay s )  o f  t h e  E u c h a r i s t ,  w a s  o n l y,  E a t  t h i s  B r e a d , 
a n d  D r i n k  t h i s  W in e  i n  r em emb ra n c e  o f  m e ;  n o t  i n 
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  P o s t u r e,  a ny  mo r e  t h an  a t  t h i s  p a r t i - 
c u l a r  T ime ;  t h e  Ge s t u r e  b e i n g  n o  mo r e  a  p a r t  o f  t h e 
I n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h a n  t h e  T i m e .  I  g r a n t  i t ;  a n d  a m 
f r e e  t o  w h a t e v e r  t r u l y  f o l l ow s  f r o m  i t .  Yo u r 
c o n s t a n t  u s e  t h e n  ( s ay s  h e )  o f  a ny  P o s t u r e,  wh e t h e r 
i t  b e  S t and in g  o r  S i t t i n g,  i s  a s  mu c h  a  r e f l e x i on  up - 
o n  t h e  De f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  Ch r i s t ’s  I n s t i t u t i o n ,  a s  y o u r 
c o n s t an t  u s e  o f  Kne e l i n g  c ou l d  b e .  Which  wou ld  be 
t r u e ,  i f  e i t h e r  S t a n d i n g  o r  S i t t i n g  we r e  m a d e  a 
Te r m  o f  C o m m u n i o n ,  a s  K n e e l i n g  i s ;  b u t  t i l l 
t h e n  t h e  C o n s e q u e n c e  wo n ’t  h o l d .  Fo r  a s  l o n g 
a s  Per sons  a re  l e f t  a t  l iber ty  to  use  the i r  own Po- 
s t u re,  t he i r  con s t an t  u s i ng  one  Po s tu re  i s  no  re - 
f l e x i on  upon  Ch r i s t ’s  I n s t i t u t i on ;  i t  i s  bu t  a  t a - 
k i n g  t h a t  l i b e r t y  w h i c h  h e  h a s  l e f t  t h e m .  We 
don ’t  s ay,  ’t i s  u n l aw f u l  t o  u s e  Kn e e l i n g  c o n s t a n t l y , 
i f  Pe r s o n s  r e a l l y  c h o o s e  i t :  B u t  w h e n  i t  i s  n o t 
c h o s e n ,  f o r  Pe r s o n s  t o  c o m p l y  c o n s t a n t l y  w i t h 
those  tha t  te l l  them they shant  rece ive  wi thout  i t , 
i s  a  j o in ing  in  w i th  them,  who  by  a  p l a in  Add i - 
t i on  t o  Ch r i s t ’s  I n s t i t u t i on ,  r e f l e c t  on  i t  a s  d e - 
f e c t i v e :  W h i c h  i s  w h a t  we  c a n n o t  b e  c h a r g ’d 
w i t h ,  w h o  l e ave  Pe r s o n s  a t  t h e i r  l i b e r t y.  T h o ’ , 
a t  t h e  s ame  t ime,  I  mu s t  a dd .  Tha t  i n  my  Judg - 
men t  I  ag ree  w i th  tho se,  who  app rehend  a  Tab l e 
Po s t u r e ,  w h i c h  wa s  u s e d  by  o u r  L o rd  h i m s e l f , 
and  h i s  Apos t l e s ,  to  be  mos t  p roper  fo r  a  Fe s t iva l 
Ordinance.

Bu t  t o  h ave  s u ch  a  Man  a s  Mr.  Hoad ly  d e c l a - 
r i n g ,  t h a t  e v e r y  P r ay e r  w e  u s e  a t  t h e  S o l emn i t y  o f 
t h e  Eu c h a r i s t ,  i s  a  r e f l e c t i o n  o n  o u r  L o a d ’s  l n s t i t u -
  tion;

p. 198.



Part III. Moderate Non-Conformity [255]237

t i o n ;  a n d  t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  s a m e  a s  t o  eve r y  P r aye r 
we used at  the Bapti sm of a Child,  would be a sur- 
p r i z i n g  t h i n g ,  i f  I  h a d  n o t  b e e n  u s e d  t o  s u c h 
t h i n g s  i n  t h i s  C o n t r ove r s i e .  B u t  f o r  my  p a r t , 
I  wou l d  n eve r  d e s i r e  t o  h ave  a ny  Man  I  am  a r - 
g u i n g  w i t h ,  d r i ve n  t o  a  g r e a t e r  E x t r e m i t y.  B u t 
how  c an  t h e re  b e  a  Re f l e c t i o n  o r  a n  Add i t i o n  i n 
s e r ious  Prayer s  in  e i the r  o f  the  Sac rament s ,  when 
ou r  Lo rd  h a s  b i d  u s  P ray  a lway s ,  a nd  t h e  n a t u re 
o f  e a c h  I n s t i t u t i o n  n e c e s s a r i l y  i m p l i e s  a n d  r e - 
q u i r e s  P r a y e r .  L e t  h i m  p r o v e  t h e  s a m e  a s 
t o  Kne e l i n g ,  a nd  Cro s s i n g ,  a nd  God fa t h e r s ,  wh i ch 
a re  t h e  Add i t i on s  o f  t h e i r  Chu rch ,  and  I ’ l l  g ive 
up the Cause.

B u t  h e  s e e m s  t o  r e c ove r  h i m s e l f  by  t h e  n e x t 
P a g e ,  a n d  t o  i n t i m a t e  h e  wa s  o n l y  a r g u i n g  a d 
h om i n em ,  a s  we  s ay,  ( t ho ’ I  mu s t  n e ed s  s ay,  i f  i t 
wa s  s o,  I  t h i n k  h i s  M e t h o d  wa s  ve r y  i m p ro p e r , 
a n d  h i s  M e d i u m  u n s u i t a b l e )  w h e n  h e  a d d s .  T h e 
t r u t h  o f  t h e  m a t t e r  i s  t h i s ;  n e i t h e r  y o u r  P r a c t i c e 
n o r  t h e  P r a c t i c e  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d ,  d o t h 
r e p r e s e n t  t h e  I n s t i t u t i o n  o f  o u r  L o r d  a ny  m o r e  d e ~ 
f e c t i v e  t h e n  h e  d e s i g n d  i t .  Fo r  yo u r  c o n c e s s i o n , 
t h a t  ou r  P ra c t i c e  d o e s  no t ,  I  t h ank  you ,  a nd  am 
sor r y  tha t  I  c an ’t  make  a  l i ke  conce s s ion  on  your 
s i d e  a l s o ;  w h i c h  t h e  r e f u s a l  o f  yo u r  C h u rc h  t o 
a d m i t  Pe r s o n s ,  bu t  u p o n  s u c h  Te r m s  a s  C h r i s t 
h a s  no  were  wa r r an t ed  you  to  in s i s t  on ,  w i l l  no t 
a l l ow  me.  Bu t  when  you  s ay.  Tha t  o u r  L o rd  o n ly 
de s i gn’d  to  o rda in,  tha t  the r e  shou ld  be  publ i c k  Assem- 
b l i e s  o f  C h r i s t i a n s,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  H o ly  C o m mu n i o n 
shou ld  he  c e l eb ra t ed  in  those  Assembl i e s ,  I  cannot  en- 
t i r e l y  a g r e e .  F o r  I  t h i n k  h e  n o t  o n l y  o r d a i n ’d 
tha t  the  Holy Communion shou ld  be  c e l eb ra t ed  in  those 
A s s emb l i e s ,  bu t  t h a t  i t  s hou ld  be  c e l eb r a t ed  w i th 
such  Praye r s  and  Pra i s e s ,  a s  su i t ed  such  a  So l em- 
n i t y ;  a n d  we re  a g re e a b l e  t o  t h e  S a c r i f i c e  t o  b e 
c o m m e m o r a t e d ,  a n d  d e p e n d e d  o n ,  by  a l l  C o m -
  municants.
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m u n i c a n t s .  Yo u  a d d ,  A l l  t h e  C i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f 
t h e s e  As s embl i e s,  i t  i s  p l a i n ,  b e  l e f t  t o  b e  d e t e r m in ’d 
by  t h e  Gove r n o r s  o f  h i s  Chu r c h  a n d  P e o p l e,  a c c o rd - 
i n g  t o  t h e  n o t i o n s  o f  D e c e n c y,  a n d  t h e  va r i o u s  Cu - 
s t o m s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  N a t i o n s .  I f  yo u  p l e a s e ,  S i r ,  t o 
confute the Introduct ion to my Second Par t ,  you’ l l 
s e e  my  s en s e  o f  t h i s  ma t t e r  E f f i c i en t l y.  I n  s ho r t 
t hen ,  c o n s t a n t  Commun i on  w i t h  t h e  Chu r c h  o f  Eng - 
l a n d  y i e l d e d  t o  by  u s ,  wo u l d ,  a s  f a r  a s  we  c a n 
judge,  r ep r e s en t  t h e  In s t i t u t i on  o f  Chr i s t  a s  d e f e c t i ve, 
no t  on ly  in  su c h Ci r cumstance s  a s  he  pur pose ly  neg l e c t - 
e d  t o  d e t e r m i n e,  a n d  l e f t  t o  b e  d e t e r m i n ’d  by  f u t u r e 
Go v e r n o r s ,  bu t  a l s o  i n  s u ch  C i rcums t an c e s  a s  h e 
wa r r a n t e d  n o  M o r t a l s  t o  d e t e r m i n e .  A n d  s u c h 
a  Rep re s en t a t i on  we  e s t e em un l aw f u l .  And  when 
you  tu r n  the  o the r  way,  and  wou ld  have  our  Oc- 
c a s i ona l  Commun ion  w i th  you r  Church ,  p a s s  f o r 
a s  r e a l  a  R e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e ,  a s  o u r 
C o n s t a n t  C o m mu n i o n  wo u l d  d o,  o n l y  w i t h  t h i s 
d i f f e r en c e,  t ha t  t h e  on e  r e p r e s en t s  i t  s o  l e s s  f r e qu en t ly 
t h a n  t h e  o t h e r ,  you  shew you r  Good-w i l l  i ndeed , 
bu t  l e ave  u s  a s  you  f ound  u s .  Fo r  t i l l  you  p rove 
t h e  con t r a r y,  we  c anno t  h e l p  t h i nk i ng ,  t h a t  ou r 
Occa s iona l  Communion  wi th  you  may  be  expre s - 
s i ve  o f  Ch a r i t y,  t ho ’ j o i n ’d  w i t h  a  d e c l a r ’d  d i s - 
a pp rob a t i on  o f  you r  Add i t i on s ;  wh i l e  a  con s t an t 
j o i n i n g  w i t h  yo u  wo u l d  b e  a n  a p p ro b a t i o n  o f 
t h e m ;  a n d  s o  c a r r y  i n  i t  s u c h  a  R e f l e x i o n  o n 
C h r i s t ’s  I n s t i t u t i o n ,  a s  t h ey  c a n n o t  b e  c h a r g e a - 
b l e  w i t h ,  who  t ho ’ t h ey  now  and  t h en  a re  w i t h 
you ,  ye t  o rd ina r i l y  keep  up  tha t ,  and  o ther  In s t i - 
tutions of his, as he has left them.

The  l a s t  t h ing  sugge s t ed  unde r  th i s  Head ,  wa s , 
t h a t  ou r  c o n s t a n t  Commun i o n  w i t h  t h e  e s t a b l i s h ’d 
Chu rch ,  i n  i t s  p re s en t  s t a t e ,  wou l d  b e  a  c o n f i n i n g 
ou r  Cha r i t y  t o  a  Pa r t y,  and  a  p ra c t i c a l  d i s own ing  and 
c o nd emn in g  a l l  o t h e r  Wo r s h i p p i n g  A s s emb l i e s  Which 
w a s  d e c l a r ’d  t o  b e  a  C o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  g r e a t
  weight,
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we i g h t ,  i n  t h a t  c o n s t a n t  C o m mu n i o n  w i t h  t h e 
e s t a b l i s h ’d  C h u rc h ,  i s  by  i t s  g r e a t e s t  A d vo c a t e s 
i n t ended  to  be  exc lu s ive  o f  Communion  w i th  a l l 
others.
A n d  h e r e  M r .  H o a d l y  d e f i e s  m e ,  t o  n a m e  a n y 
on e  s i n g l e  i n s t a n c e  o f  Ch r i s t i a n  Cha r i t y,  d u e  by  t h e 
L aw s  o f  t h e  Go s p e l  t o  a ny  P e r s o n ,  o f  wh a t  d e n om i - 
n a t i o n  s o e v e r,  w h i c h  a  M a n  t h a t  l i v e s  i n  c o n s t a n t 
Commun i on  w i t h  t h e  Chu r c h  o f  Eng l and  c anno t  p e r - 
f o r m  a s  w e l l  a s  a ny  o f  u s .  I f  i t  w i l l  b e  any  s a t i s -
f a c t ion  to  h im,  I ’ l l  n ame  h im no t  a  s ing l e,  bu t  a 
c omp reh en s ive  I n s t a n c e .  Th a t  Man  t h a t  c on f i n e s 
h imse l f  s o l e l y  t o  t h e  Chu rch  o f  Eng l a n d ,  wh i ch , 
make  t h e  b e s t  o f  i t  i s  bu t  a  Pa r t y  o f  Ch r i s t i a n s 
i n  t h i s  L and ,  and  unchu rche s  a l l  o the r  Chr i s t i an 
A s s e m b l i e s ,  a s  t h e  C h u r c h  h e r s e l f  h a s  d o n e  by 
he r  Canons ;  th i s  Man  c anno t  do  wha t  he  in  Du- 
t y  ough t ,  t owa rd s  t h e  upho l d i n g  t h e  C ommun i o n 
o f  S a i n t s .  T h i s ,  w i t h  m e,  i s  n o  s m a l l  F a u l t ;  f o r 
I  c anno t  bu t  vehemen t l y  d e c l a re  a g a i n s t  t h e  b e - 
ing ac ted by the Spi r i t  o f  a  Par ty,  on the one s ide 
o r  o t h e r :  Tho ’ I  know  ve r y  we l l ,  t h a t  ou r  B re - 
t h r e n  o f  t h e  e s t a b l i s h ’d  C h u rc h  h av i n g  g o t  t h e 
uppe r  Hand ,  a re  ap t  t o  l ook  upon  tho s e  on l y  a s 
ac ted  by  the  Sp i r i t  o f  a  Par ty,  who ques t ion  the i r 
Au tho r i t y,  a nd  do  no t  a b so l u t e l y  obey  t h em ;  by 
wh i ch  t h ey  s u f f i c i en t l y  d i s cove r  t h e i r  Pa r t i a l i t y. 
Bu t  you  s ay,  t h e  n e g l e c t  o f  c on s t an t  Commun i on  ha s 
be en  the  de s t ru c t i on  o f  Chr i s t i an  Char i ty  in  the  Land, 
a n d  t h e  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  t o  a l l  U n c h a r i t a b l e n e s s .  I 
h a ve  o f t  h e a r d  t h i s  a s s e r t e d  b y  t h o s e  o f  yo u r 
Chu rch ,  bu t  cou l d  n eve r  mee t  w i t h  p roo f  o f  i t . 
A t r ue  Hi s tor y  o f  the  Church s ince  the  Refor ma- 
t i o n ,  w o u l d  p l a i n l y  p r o v e  t h e  c o n t r a r y.  T h e 
l i t t le  rea l  need of  such Imposi t ions ,  which have a l l 
a l o n g  b e e n  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  C o m p l a i n t ;  t h e  c a r e 
t a ken ,  i n  t h e  S e t t l emen t  o f  t h e  Con s t i t u t i on ,  t o 
en t i ce  and  g r a t i f i e  the  Roman i s t s ,  wh i l e  so  l i t t l e
  has
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ha s  been done then,  or  s ince,  to  sa t i s f i e  the  Scru- 
p l e s  o f  Fe l l ow  P ro t e s t a n t s ;  t h e  g re a t  R i g o r  a n d 
S eve r i t y  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  u s e d ,  by  M e n  i n  r e p u t e 
f o r  P i e t y,  t owa rd s  t h e i r  B re t h re n ,  a bo u t  t h i n g s , 
tha t  the  be s t  tha t  cou ld  be  s a id  o f  them by  the i r 
A d m i r e r s  wa s ,  t h a t  t h e y  we r e  i n d i f f e r e n t ,  t h o ’ 
t hey  cou ld  no t  d i s c e r n  they  were  so ;  t he  s t r ange 
b a c k wa rd n e s s  t o  a m e n d  eve n  s u c h  t h i n g s  a s  a r e 
own ’d  t o  b e  am i s s ,  l e s t  i t  s hou l d  b e  ev i d en t  t h e 
C h u rc h  wa s  c a p a b l e  o f  b e i n g  i n  s o m e  t h i n g s  i n 
t h e  w ro n g :  T h e s e  O b s e r va t i o n s ,  w i t h  m a ny  o - 
t h e r s  t h a t  m i gh t  b e  a dded ,  make  i t  t oo  ev i d en t , 
w h e r e  t h e  G u i l t  l i e s ,  a n d  w h o  a r e  t h e  i n j u r ’d . 
Pe r son s .  Bu t  i t  s hou ld  s e em such  th ing s  a s  t he s e 
weigh no th ing  wi th  you on one  s ide,  whi l s t  the  l i gh t e s t 
Feathers weigh down the Scale on the other.

B u t  l e t  a  l i t t l e  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  A r t i c l e  o f  t h e 
C re ed ,  t h e  Commun i o n  o f  S a i n t s .  I  mu s t  c on f e s s , 
I  c an ’t  a f f i r m ,  th a t  any  p e r s o n s  h a ve  s a i d  t i l l  n ow , 
( no r  do  I  know tha t  i t  i s  now  s a i d )  t h a t  t h e  j o i n - 
ing  in  th e  ex t e r na l  a c t s  o f  Communion ,  i s  a  n e c e s s a r y 
pa r t  o f  Ch r i s t i an  Cha r i t y,  due  t o  a l l  Pa r t i e s  o f  Ch r i - 
s t i a n s :  And  ye t  i t  h a s  b e en  o f t e n  s a i d ,  a n d  t h a t 
b y  t h e  m o s t  e m i n e n t  C h r i s t i a n  W r i t e r s ,  T h a t 
t h e re  ough t  t o  b e  a  mu tu a l  I n t e rcou r s e ,  Fe l l ow- 
sh i p  and  Commun ion  be tween  the  s eve r a l  re s pe - 
c t i ve  C h u rc h e s  a n d  C o n g re g a t i o n s  o f  B e l i eve r s , 
w h e r e b y  t h e y  d e c l a r e  u n t o  t h e  w h o l e  Wo r l d , 
t h a t  a l t ho ’ bo th  Nece s s i t y  a nd  Conven i en cy  ob - 
l i g e  t h e m  t o  A s s e m b l e  i n  d i s t i n c t  P l a c e s ,  a n d 
compose  d i f f e ren t  Soc i e t i e s ,  th a t  ye t  neve r the l e s s 
t hey  a re  a l l  Member s  o f  one  and  the  s ame  Body, 
o f  w h i c h  C h r i s t  i s  t h e  H e a d ;  t h a t  t h ey  a r e  a l l 
g u i d e d  by  t h e  s a m e  S p i r i t ,  c o m mu n i c a t e  i n  t h e 
s ame  I n s t i t u t i on s ,  a nd  a re  gove r n ’d  by  t h e  s ame 
g e n e r a l  R u l e s .  A n d  i f  ( a s  a n  I n g e n i o u s  m o d e r n 
Wr i t e r  a pp reh end s )  t h e  Add i t i o n  o f  t h i s  C l a u s e 
i n  t h e  C r e e d ,  o f  t h e  C o m mu n i o n  o f  S a i n t s ,  wa s
  occasion’d
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occa s ion ’d  by  the  Dona t i s t s ,  i t  wi l l  p l a in ly  fo l low, 
t h a t  a l l  who  con f i n e  t h e  Chu rch  t o  t h e i r  Pa r t y, 
and  cu t  themse lve s  o f f  f rom the  Soc ie ty  and  Uni- 
on  o f  o t h e r  Chu rch e s ,  t h a t  a re  a s  a c c ep t a b l e  t o 
G o d  a s  t h e m s e l ve s ;  a l l  t h a t  a r e  s o  we d d e d  t o 
t h e i r  own  Way s ,  o r  l i t t l e  n a r row  P r i n c i p l e s  a nd 
Not ions ,  a s  to  deny a  Brother ly  Af fect ion to those 
w h o  d o  n o t  t h e re i n  a g re e  w i t h  t h e m ;  a n d  q u e - 
s t i on  the  Va l i d i t y  o f  the i r  Ord inance s  and  Admi- 
n i t r a t ion s ,  becau se  the i r  d i s t i ngu i sh ing  Pa r t i cu l a - 
r i t i e s  a re  wan t ing ;  a l l  o f  th i s  s t amp  b re ak  in  up- 
on  t h e  Commun i on  o f  Sa i n t s ,  and  tha t  way  incur  a 
Guilt that is not small.

I n  o n e  s e n s e  t h e r e  i s  t o  b e  a  C o m mu n i o n  b e - 
t we e n  a l l  t h e  S a i n t s  o n  E a r t h ,  t h o ’ i n  a n o t h e r 
s e n s e  i t  c a n n o t  b e .  T h e re  i s  t o  b e  a  c o m mu n i - 
c a t i on  o f  B ro the r l y  A f f e c t ion ,  Re spec t  and  Con- 
c e r n ,  b e t we e n  t h e m  a l l  t h e  Wo r l d  ove r ,  t h o ’ 
t h ey  c a n n o t  a l l  h ave  a c t u a l  e x t e r n a l  C o m mu n i o n 
w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r :  A n d  t h i s  B ro t h e r l y  A f f e c t i o n , 
Respec t  and  Concer n ,  ought  to  be  such  a s  wou ld 
i n f l u ence  t o  an  e x t e r n a l  Commun i o n ,  when  a  f i t - 
t i n g  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f f e r s  f o r  i t .  B u t  a s  f o r  w h a t 
Mr.  Hoad ly  ha s  sugge s ted  upon th i s  Head ,  ’t i s  l i t - 
t l e  t o  t h e  p u r p o s e .  I f  ( s ay s  h e )  t h e  c o n f i n i n g  o f 
e x t e r n a l  C o m m u n i o n  t o  a  Pa r t y,  b e  c o n f i n i n g  o u r 
C h a r i t y  t o  a  Ta r t y ;  t h e n  t h e  c o n f i n i n g  o f  e x t e r n a l 
Commun ion  t o  on e  Pa r i s h ,  i s  a  c on f i n ing  ou r  Cha r i t y 
t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  P a r i s h .  N o  s u c h  m a t t e r .  F o r 
t h o ’ yo u  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d  o r d i n a r i l y 
con f ine  your  ex te r na l  Communion  to  your  Pa r i sh 
C h u rc h e s ,  ye t  i t ’s  p l a i n  yo u  d o n ’t  c o n f i n e  yo u r 
Cha r i t y  t o  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  Pa r i s h  you  l ive  i n ,  i n 
th a t  you  a re  re ady  to  Commun ic a t e  i n  o the r  Pa - 
r i s h e s ,  w h e n  yo u  a r e  f ro m  h o m e ;  a n d  u p o n  a l l 
occ a s ion s  own ,  th a t  they  a re  a s  t r ue  Churche s  a s 
yo u r  ow n .  W h e r e a s ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  c o n - 
f in ing  your  ex te r na l  Communion to  those  o f  your
 R own
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own  Pa r t y  a nd  Way,  s o  a s  n e i t h e r  upon  any  o c - 
ca s ion to  Communica te  wi th  your  Fe l low Chr i s t i - 
a n s  t h a t  d i f f e r  f rom  you ,  w i t h  whom you  e a s i l y 
m i g h t  C o m m u n i c a t e ;  n o r  t o  b e  f r e e  t o  o w n 
t h e m  t r u e  C h u rc h e s ,  i f  t h ey  a r e  n o t  u n d e r  t h e 
C o n d u c t  o f  yo u r  H i e r a r c hy,  a n d  s u i t e d  t o  yo u r 
M o d e l  a n d  M e a s u r e s ,  yo u  p l a i n l y  c o n f i n e  yo u r 
Cha r i t y  t o  a  Pa r t y ;  a nd  h ave  no t  t h a t  B ro th e r l y 
A f f e c t i on ,  Re s p e c t  a nd  Conce r n ,  f o r  t ho s e  who 
a re  a s  a ccep t ab l e  to  God  a s  your  s e l ve s ,  th a t  you 
oug h t  t o  h ave .  I n  t h e  me an  t i me,  t o  p l e a d  t h a t 
i t  i s  you r  Du t y,  t o  g i v e  a l l  t h e  En c o u ra g em en t  y o u 
c a n  t o  P e a c e ,  a n d  O r d e r,  a n d  U n i t y,  a n d  a l l  t h e 
C r ed i t  you  c an  t o  an  E s t a b l i s hmen t  you  judge  g o od , 
s e ems  to  l ook  a s  i f  you  though t  you  cou ld  make 
God a  Compensa t ion for  the  de fec t ivenes s  o f  your 
C h a r i t y,  b y  t h e  a b o u n d i n g  o f  yo u r  Z e a l :  B u t 
you  mus t  g ive  me l e ave  to  s ay,  ’t i s  no t  a  Zea l  a c - 
c o r d i n g  t o  k n o w l e d g e .  A n d  t o  i n s i nu a t e ,  a s  i f  t h e 
r e p r e s e n t i n g  i t  yo u r  D u t y,  t o  h ave  a  B ro t h e r l y 
A f f e c t i on ,  Re s p e c t  a nd  Conc e r n  f o r  D i s s e n t e r s , 
and  own  the i r  Soc i e t i e s  f o r  t r ue  Churche s ,  we re 
t h e  m a k i n g  i t  yo u r  D u t y  t o  g i v e  E n c o u r a g e m e n t 
and  Cred i t  t o  Sepa ra t i on s,  t ho ’ n eve r  s o  un r ea s onabl e t 
and  t o  a l l  th e  Cons c i en c e s  o f  th em ,  i s  not  Argument , 
but Aggravation.
A t  l e n g t h  w h a t  w a s  a s s e r t e d  u n d e r  t h i s  l a f f 
Suggef f ion i s  own’d,  v iz . ,  that  a  ConJ lant  Commu- 
nion with the Church of England, i s  a pra&ical  di f- 
owning and condemning aU separate worshipping Zf- 
f emb l i e s :  Bu t  t h en  i t  i s  p a l l i a t e d ,  by  t h i s  Add i - 
t ion, Utat i t  i s  but a pract ical  Declarat ion that they 
judge constant Communion with the Church of Eng- 
land to be lawful,  and preferable to a Separation. As 
to  tha t ,  they  a re  f ree  to  judge  a s  they  p lea se.  But 
tha t  more  i s  imp ly ’d ,  i s  p l a in  f rom the  Con f f i to - 
t jqn they put  themfe l  ve s  under,  which by i t s  Ca- 
non s  t h re a t e n s  a l l  t h e i r  c on s t a n t  Co mmu n i c a n t s 
  with
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wi th  Excommanica t ion ,  i f  they  own the  Churche s 
o f  any  Di s sente r s  f rom them to  be  t r ue  Churches ; 
w h i c h  i s  s o  f a r  f ro m  b e i n g  c o n s i s t e n t  t o  a  t i t t l e , 
w i th  the  Law o f  God,  and the  Char i ty  o f  a  Chr i s t i an , 
t h a t  i t  ove r t h rows  t h e  Commun i o n  o f  S a i n t s .  And 
tho ’ he  add s  a g a in ,  Tha t  w e  wou l d  c o n s t a n t ly  h a v e 
c ommun i c a t ed  w i th  t h e  Chu r c h  o f  Eng l and  ou r  s e l ve s, 
a n d  w o u l d  d o  s t i l l  u p o n  s o m e  A l t e r a t i o n s ;  ye t  h e 
aga in  mi s t ake s ,  in  suppos ing  tha t  such  A l te r a t ions 
a s  migh t  make  i t  appea r  to  u s  to  be  our  Duty  to 
Commun i c a t e  o rd in a r i l y  i n  t he  Pa r i s h  Churche s , 
wou ld  p reva i l  w i th  u s  t o  j o in  so  con s t an t l y  w i th 
them;  a s  to  deny any  proper  Expre s s ion  o f  a  Bro- 
therly Affection, Respect and Concern, to any Par ty 
of  ser ious  Chr i s t ians  among us ,  that  have one  Lord, 
o n e  Fa i t h ,  One  Bap t i sm ,  & c .  and  we  cou ld  no t  e - 
s t e em th i s  l aw f u l  t h e n ,  a ny  more  t h an  now.  Ne i - 
ther  do  we th i s  way  c ondemn ou r  B r e th r en ,  who  n e - 
v e r  C o m mu n i c a t e  o c c a s i o n a l l y  w i t h  t h e  C h u rc h  o f 
E n g l a n d .  We  a r e  f o r  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  R u l e  o f 
t h e  A p o s t l e ,  L e t  e v e r y  M a n  b e  f u l l y  p e r s u a d e d 
i n  h i s  o w n  M i n d .  T h o ’ t h ey  a r e  n o t  a b l e  t o  g o 
s o  f a r  a s  w e  t h i n k  w e  m a y  d o  v e r y  w a r r a n - 
t a b l y,  ye t  we  C e n s u r e  t h e m  n o t ,  i f  t h ey  m a i n - 
i a i n  a  B ro t h e r l y  A f f e c t i o n  t owa r d s  t h o s e  f r o m 
whom they separate. 

I f  indeed they unchurch a l l  our Par i sh Churches , 
and  s epa r a t e  f rom them a s  An t i ch r i s t i an ,  and  re - 
fu se  to  own the  sober  Member s  o f  the  e s t ab l i sh ’d 
Church  a s  Fe l low Chr i s t i an s ,  we  th ink  our  s e l ve s 
s o  f a r ,  a n d  u p o n  t h a t  a c c o u n t ,  o b l i g ’d  t o  c o n - 
d e m n  t h e m :  B u t  we  c a n n o t  by  a ny  m e a n s  c o n - 
d e m n  t h e m  f o r  n o t  C o m m u n i c a t i n g  O c c a s i o n a l l y 
wi th  them,  whi le  they  a re  not  conv inc ’d  i t  would 
b e  l aw f u l  f o r  t h e m  s o  t o  d o ;  a n d  w h i l e ,  i n  t h e 
m e a n  t i m e ,  t h e y  h ave  a  B ro t h e r l y  R e s p e c t  f o r 
t h e m ,  a s  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  s a m e  H e a d .  Wi t h o u t 
doub t  the re  a re  some  Sepa r a t i s t s  among  the  D i s -
 R 2 sentfers,
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senter s ,  that  do as  much conf ine their  Char i ty to a 
Pa r t y,  a s  a ny  do  i n  t h e  Chu rch  o f  Eng l a n d ;  a nd 
we  t h i n k  b o t h  a r e  e q u a l l y  t o  b e  c o n d e m n ’d  f o r 
t h e i r  wa n t  o f  C h a r i t y .  B u t  t h e n ,  a s  we  d o n ’t 
c o n d e m n  t h o s e  i n  t h e  C h u rc h  o f  E n g l a n d ,  w h o 
own our s  to  be  t r ue  Churche s ,  and  re spec t  u s  a s 
B r e t h r e n ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  d o n ’t  s o m e t i m e s  C o m - 
m u n i c a t e  w i t h  u s ;  s o  n e i t h e r  d o  we  c o n d e m n 
t h o s e  a m o n g  t h e  D i s s e n t e r s ,  w h o  a r e  a l i ke  a f - 
f e c t e d  t o  t h o s e  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d ,  b e - 
c a u s e  t h ey  d o n ’t  s o m e t i m e s  C o m mu n i c a t e  w i t h 
t h e  M e m b e r s  o f  i t .  O n  e a c h  s i d e  t h e r e  m ay  b e 
such  Ci rcums t ance s ,  a s  may  make  the  fo rbea r ance 
o f  a c t u a l  e x t e r n a l  Commun ion  adv i s a b l e .  i n  t h i s 
I  hope  I  s p e a k  ou t ,  wh i ch  Mr.  Hoad ly  move s  f o r. 
A n d  I ’ m  s u r e  I  s p e a k  n o t  my  ow n  s e n s e  o n l y, 
b u t  t h a t  o f  m a n y  o f  m y  B r e t h r e n .  A n d  y e t 
wi th  th i s  i t  i s  ve r y  con s i s t en t ,  to  ho ld ,  tha t  such 
a  c o n s t a n t  C o m mu n i c a t i n g  w i t h  a ny  C h u r c h ,  a s  i s 
a t tended wi th  an  unchurching other  Chr i s t i an  So- 
c i e t i e s  tha t  a re  un i t ed  to  Chr i s t  the  Head ,  wou ld 
be  a  c on f in ing  ou r  Cha r i t y  t o  a  Pa r ty ,  which i s  f l a t - 
ly unlawful.

B u t  h e re  t h e  G e n t l e m a n  i s  p l e a s ’d  t o  d i g r e s s , 
t o  m i n d  m e  o f  a  c i r c u m s t a n c e  o f  o u r  O c c a s i o n a l 
Commun i on ,  wh i c h ,  he  th ink s ,  a c c o rd i n g  t o  ou r  way 
o f  a r g u i n g  a g a i n s t  c o n s t a n t  Commun i on ,  mu s t  r e n d e r 
t h a t  O c c a s i o n a l  C o m m u n i o n  u n l a w f u l .  ’ T i s  t h i s : 
He s ay s ,  Occa s i ona l  Commun ion  in t ima t e s  a s  i f  Con- 
s t an t  Communion  we r e  l aw fu l ,  and  th e r e f o r e  ne c e s s a r y, 
wh i c h  i s  c o n t r a r y  t o  o u r  i nwa rd  s e n s e .  Bu t  he  mu s t 
a l l ow  me  t o  t e l l  h im ,  t h a t  t h i s  I n t ima t i on  i s  s o 
f a r  f rom be ing  c e r t a i n ,  t h a t  ’t i s  mee r l y  ima g i n a r y ; 
s o  f a r  f rom be ing  a c know l e d g ’d  on  a l l  h and s ,  a s  he 
a f f i r m s ,  t h a t  we  h ave  d i s own ’d  i t  upon  a l l  o c c a - 
sions.
  If
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I f  when  Mr.  Hoad ly  r e a d s  ou r  Rea s on i n g e  a g a i n s t 
Cons t an t  Commun ion ,  h e  fan c i e s  t ha t  a c c o rd ing  t o  u s, 
O c c a s i o n a l  Commun i o n  mu s t  b e  u n l aw f u l ;  ’t i s  on l y 
b e c au s e ,  a s  wa s  h i n t ed  i n  my  Ten th  Chap t e r,  h e 
t akes  th ings  in  g ros s ,  and so  looks  upon the  Act i - 
o n  o f  C o m m u n i c a t i n g  a s  t h e  s a m e  t h i n g  d o n e 
now  and  t h en ,  o r  f o r  a  c on s t a n c y ;  w i t h o u t  du e 
a t t e n d i n g  t o  t h o s e  C i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h a t  m a ke  i t 
widely different.

And  i f  when  he  r e a d s  o u r  De f e n c e s  o f  o u r  O c c a - 
s i ona l  Con f o r m i t y,  h e  fan c i e s  i t  i s  s o  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t h e 
demons t ra t ion o f  our  Char i ty  to  the  e s tabl i sh ’d  Chur c h, 
t h a t  i t  i s  o u r  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  D u t y ,  h e  r u n s  i n t o  a 
Mi s t a ke,  i n  s uppo s i ng  a  p a r t i cu l a r  Exp re s s i on  o f 
Char i ty  to  be  a s  neces sa r y,  a s  i s  the  Char i ty  to  be 
in such a way express’d.

Howeve r,  l e t  h im  b e  a f f e c t e d  a s  h e  p l e a s e s  i n 
reading our  Vindica t ion and Defence on one Head 
o r  a n o t h e r ,  o u r  O c c a s i o n a l  C o m mu n i o n  c a n n o t 
in t ima te  wha t  we  publ i ck l y  d i sown,  and  upon  a l l 
occa s ion s  dec l a re  aga in s s t ;  and  none  c an  pu t  tha t 
s en s e  upon  i t ,  bu t  such  a s  a re  d i s po s ’d  to  mi s in - 
t e r p re t  o u r  A c t i o n s .  H i s  A r g u m e n t  t h e n  t h a t  i s 
b o t t o m ’d  u p o n  t h i s  S u p p o s i t i o n ,  T h a t  o u r  O c c a - 
s i ona l  Communion wi th  the  Chur c h,  in t imate s  the  law- 
fu ln e s s  o f  Cons t an t  Commun ion  w i th  i t ,  i s  meer  t r i - 
fling.

Bu t  he  t e l l s  u s ,  ou r  O c c a s i o n a l  Commun i on  i s  n o 
be t t e r  a  demons t ra t i on  o f  ou r  Char i ty  t o  the  Chur c h  o f 
Eng l and ,  t h an  a  De c l a ra t i o n  s p ok en  o r  w r i t t e n  up on 
Pa p e r,  t h a t  w e  h o l d  t h e  Wo r s h i p  o f  i t  t o  b e  t o l e r a - 
b l e .  I f  t h i s  b e  t r u e ,  I  hope  t ho s e  o f  u s  who  a re 
known to  be  c l e a r  i n  ou r  Judgmen t  f o r  t he  l aw- 
f u l n e s s  o f  O c c a s i o n a l  C o m mu n i o n ,  s h a l l  b e  n o 
m o r e  u p b r a i d e d  f o r  o u r  n o t  p r a c t i s i n g  i t .  H e 
add s ,  Nor  ha th  i t  any  b e t t e r  i n f l u en c e  upon  t h e  pub - 
l i c k  f a c e  o f  A f f a i r s,  t h a n  s u c h  a  Ve r b a l  De c l a r a t i o n , 
wou l d  h ave .  Which ,  i f  t r ue,  a s  f a r  a s  I  c an  judge,
 R 3 is
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i s  ow i n g  t o  t h e  p r e p o s t e ro u s  Z e a l  o f  s o m e  o f 
o u r  B re t h re n ,  t o  f o r c e  t h o s e  w h o  c a n  C o m mu - 
n i c a t e  O c c a s i o n a l l y ,  t o  d o  i t  C o n s t a n t l y ,  U p o n 
p a i n  o f  b e i ng  d ep r iv ’d  o f  t h e  R igh t s  o f  Eng l i s h - 
men.

He  h a s  ye t  o n e  A r g umen t  mo r e  t o  p r o v e  t h a t  t h e 
Cir cumstances  ment ion’d,  suppos ing them to a t tend upon 
Con s t an t  Commun i on ,  d o  n o t  mak e  i t  un l aw f u l ;  a nd 
that  taken f rom our  own conce s s ion,  that  cons tant  Com- 
mun i o n  wa s  l aw f u l ,  b e f o r e  w e  c am e  t o  im a g i n e  t h a t 
t h e r e  w e r e  n o  h o p e s  o f  A m e n d m e n t s,  a n d  t h a t  t h e 
wa i t i n g  t im e  wa s  o v e r .  Bu t  i t  unh app i l y  f a l l s  ou t 
tha t  I  c an  f ind  no  such  c on c e s s i on  in  the  p l ace  he 
r e f e r s  t o.  S p e a k i n g  o f  t h e  M o d e r a t e  D i s s e n t e r s , 
I  d o  i n d e e d  s ay,  *  T h e y  a r e  f r e e  t o  a c k n o w l e d g e , 
t h a t  t o  a n  o f f e n d i n g  B r o t h e r  g e n t l e r  m e t h o d s  a n d 
t im e  i s  d u e ;  a n d  mu c h  mo r e  t o  a  Chu r c h  t h a t  n e e d s 
R e f o r ma t i o n :  Bu t  t h e  wa i t i n g  t im e  s e em s  t o  b e  n ow 
o ve r,  wh en  t h e  p ra c t i c e  o f  s u c h  t h i n g s  a s  n e e d e d  Re - 
f o r ma t i o n  i s  h e i g h t e n ’d  i n t o  d e c l a r ’d  pu r p o s e s  o f  p e r - 
p e t u a l  A d h e r e n c e .  B u t  n o t  a  wo rd  o f  t h e  l a w f u l - 
n e s s  o f  c on s t an t  Commun i on  be fo re  th i s  t ime  came. 
I s  t h i s  a  f a i r  way  o f  quo t i n g ?  Doe s  s u ch  a  Me- 
t h o d  b e c o m e  a n  a n g r y  A d m o n i s h e r ?  T h i s  i s  p u t - 
t ing  a  c o l ou r  upon your  Cause  wi th a  wi tnes s ,  to  ar- 
gue from a concession never made.

U p o n  t h e  w h o l e ;  L e t  w h a t  M r .  H o a d l y  h a s 
s a i d  upon  t h i s  He ad ,  a ppe a r  t o  h im  eve r  s o  e v i - 
d e n t  a nd  d emon s t ra t i v e ,  i t  doe s  no t  f o l l ow i t  mus t 
be  so  to  u s :  I f  he  ha s  a  mo r e  t h an  u sua l  c on f i d en c e 
in  th i s  po in t ,  I  on ly  p i ty  h im,  tha t  he  shou ld  have 
no  mo re  t o  s uppo r t  i t .  I f  h e  c a n ’t  h e l p  t a k i n g  i t 
f o r  g ra n t e d ,  t h a t  w e  o u r  s e l v e s  a r e  by  t h i s  t im e  c o n - 
v i n c ’d ,  t h a t  t h i s  p a r t  o f  o u r  C a u s e  h a t h  b e e n  v e r y 
mu c h  m i s t a k e n ;  I  c a n ’t  h e l p  t e l l i n g  h i m ,  t h a t  h e 
t r i u m p h ’d  b e f o r e  a  V i c t o r y.  U p o n  h i s  d e s i r e ,  I 
h ave  r e v i ew ’d  w i t h  a l l  t h e  Ca lmn e s s  p o s s i b l e ,  wha t 
ha s  been sa id  upon th i s  Head ;  and am so  f a r  f rom
  being
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be ing  s a t i s f y ’d ,  tha t  we  a re  ob l i g ’d  i n  Con s c i en c e  t o 
C ommu n i c a t e  c o n s t a n t l y  i n  t h e  Chu r c h  o f  E n g l a n d , 
th a t  I  am the  more  con f i r m’d  in  my  p re s en t  P r a - 
c t i ce,  by  f ind ing  tha t  one  who i s  so  f ree  in  cen- 
s u r i n g  a n d  c o n d e m n i n g  i t ,  h a s  s o  l i t t l e  s o l i d 
R e a s o n  t o  a l l e d g e  a g a i n s t  i t .  A s  f o r  w h a t  h e 
adds,

S e c o n d l y ,  v i z .  T h a t  s u p p o s i n g  s o m e  i n c o n v e n i e n t 
C i r c u m s t a n c e s  d o  a t t e n d  u p o n  c o n s t a n t  C o m mu n i o n 
b e s i d e s  s u c h  l i k e  C i r c um s t a n c e s,  mu c h  w o r s e  d o  u n - 
a v o i d a b l y  a t t e n d  u p o n  a  S e p a r a t i o n ,  a n d  m a k e  i t 
mu c h  m o r e  u n l a w f u l ,  a n d  mu c h  l e f s  e l i g i b l e ;  I  c a n 
on ly  s ay.  Tha t  th i s  Cons ide r a t ion  ha s  so  o f t  been 
s t a t e d  a n d  o bv i a t e d ,  t h a t  ’ t i s  n e e d l e s s  t o  s t a y 
upon  i t  now.  The  Con s e q u e n c e s  o f  t h e  S e p a r a t i o n , 
be they never  so wre t c hed  and mi se rabl e ,  a re  charge- 
ab l e  on  them tha t  c au s e  the  Sepa r a t i on ,  by  the i r 
I m p o s i t i o n s ;  i n  t h e  s a m e  m a n n e r  a s  h e  t h a t  by 
ma in  f o rc e  s hu t s  a nd  ke ep s  me  ou t  o f  Doo r s ,  i s 
t h e  c au s e  o f  a l l  t h e  Mi s ch i e f  t h a t  a r i s e s  t h ence. 
Ne i the r  a re  t hey  so  unavo id ab l e  a s  he  rep re s en t s 
them. 

’T i s  no t  impo s s i b l e  ou t  o f  a  s en s e  o f  Du ty,  t o 
l ove  a  M a n  t h a t  i s  s o  g o v e r n ’d  by  Pa s s i o n  a s  t o 
s h u t  m e  o u t  o f  D o o r s ,  w h e n  I  h ave  a s  g o o d  a 
r i gh t  t o  be  w i th in  a s  h imse l f ;  and  so  i g n o ra n t  t o 
t h i n k  h e  d o e s  we l l  i n  d o i n g  s o :  O r  i f  I  s h o u l d 
f ind i t  d i f f i cu l t  to  love such a  Man,  who not  only 
ke e p s  m e  o u t ,  bu t  g i ve s  m e  h a rd  N a m e s  a t  t h e 
s a m e  t i m e ,  f o r  n o t  b e i n g  a l l  t h e  w h i l e  i n  t h e 
s a m e  H o u s e  w i t h  h i m ;  I  t h i n k  I  s h o u l d  f i n d  i t 
much more  d i f f i cu l t ,  to  come in  who l ly  upon h i s 
Te r m s ,  s u i t  my  s e l f  t o  h i s  H u m o u r ,  a n d  c o n - 
ver se  wi th  no one  but  h im whom I  found so  rea- 
dy to impose upon me.

A n d  t o  t e l l  m e ,  t h a t  t h i s  wo u l d  b e  t h e  way 
t o  P e a c e ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  C o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  s t ay i n g 
ou t ,  make  i t  much  more  un l awfu l ,  and  much  l e s s
 R 4 eligible,

p. 211.



248[266] A Defence of Part III.

e l i g i b l e ,  t h an  s o  f a r  t o  c omp l y,  wou l d  s e em  r a - 
t h e r  B a n t e r  t h a n  A r g u m e n t .  O u r  i n t e s t i n e  D i s - 
s e n t i o n s  a nd  Qua r r e l s,  o u r  Ha t r e d s  a nd  An imo s i t i e s, 
h a v e  i n d e e d  o w ’d  t h e i r  V i o l e n c e  a n d  t h e i r  E d g e  t o 
o u r  R e l i g i o u s  D i f f e r e n c e s ;  a n d  t h e  Pa t ro n s  o f  t h e 
Impos ing  Power  have  a l l  a long been to ld  i t  would 
b e  s o,  bu t  t o  l i t t l e  p u r p o s e .  T h e  P u r i t a n s  a n d 
t h e i r  d e s c end an t s ,  i n  t h e  me a n  t i me,  h ave  b e en 
f e a r f u l  o f  r u n n i n g  i n t o  t h e  o p p o s i t e  E x t r e a m ; 
a n d  t h e r e f o r e  h ave  e a r n e s t l y  wa r n ’d  a g a i n s t  a n 
U n c h a r i t a b l e  a n d  a  D o n a t i s t i c a l  S e p a r a t i o n ;  a n d 
M r.  B a x t e r ,  w h o  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e f e r r ’d  t o,  h a s 
he re in  been  a s  z e a lou s  a s  any  Man .  Bu t  th a t  ou r 
c h a r i t a b l e  S e p a r a t i o n  i s  t h e r e f o r e  eve r  t h e  l e s s 
wa r r a n t a b l e ,  I  mu s t  c o n f e s s ,  I  c a n n o t  s e e .  Yo u 
m ay  i n t r e a t  a s  yo u  p l e a s e  t h e r e f o r e ;  a s  l o n g  a s 
wha t  ha s  been  sugge s t ed  s a t i s f i e s  u s ,  tha t  our  Se- 
pa r a t ion  i s  ju s t i f i ab l e,  wh i l e  your  Impos i t ion s  re - 
m a i n ,  we  s h a l l  c o n t i nu e  i t ;  a n d  ye t  s h a l l  b e  s o 
ch a r i t a b l e  t o  you ,  a s  t o  b e l i eve,  i f  you  a re  s e r i - 
o u s  i n  t h a t  way  o f  Wo r s h i p  w h i c h  i s  t o  u s  l e s s 
e l i g i b l e,  you  a re a s  re a l l y  a c cep t ed  o f  God  a s  ou r 
s e l ve s ;  wh i ch  i s  wha t  I  s uppo se  you  mean ,  when 
you say,  we a c knowl edge  th e  th ing s  r equ i r ’d  t o  b e  ma- 
t e r i a l ly  l aw fu l .  Ne i the r  doe s  i t  f o l l ow,  t h a t  i f  s u c h 
C i r c um s t an c e s  a s  t h o s e  m en t i o n ’d ,  b e l o n g  t o  c o n s t a n t 
Communion wi th  you r  Chur c h ,  they  be l ong  t o  c ons tan t 
C o m m u n i o n  w i t h  a l l  o t h e r  C h u r c h e s ;  f o r  l e t  a 
C h u rc h  b e  f r e e  f ro m  r i g o ro u s  I m p o s i t i o n s ,  a n d 
n o  s u c h  C i r c u m s t a n c e s  c a n  e ve r  b e  p r e t e n d e d . 
L e t  bu t  s u c h  a  C h u r c h  e ve r  b e ,  ( a n d  we  h o p e 
such a  th ing i s  not  impos s ible )  and i t  cannot  wi th 
a ny  s h a d ow  o f  R e a s o n  b e  s a i d ,  t h a t  s u c h  a  S e - 
paration will be ever necessary.

Fo r  my  p a r t ,  I  c a n  f r e e l y  d e c l a r e ,  I  h ave  R e - 
f l e c t e d  on  the  Ci r c ums t an c e s  and  Cons e qu en c e s  bo th 
ways, and yet cannot yield to constant Communion with 
the  e s tabl i sh ’d  Chur c h ,  and I  doubt  never  sha l l .  And
  yet,
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ye t  i f  I  may  do i t  wi thout  o f f ence  to  Mr.  Hoad ly , 
t ho ’ I  am  no t  ve r y  f ond  o f  p r o c l a im i n g  t h i n g s  t o 
t h e  Wo r l d  a ny  mo re  t h an  i s  n e c e s s a r y,  I  t h i nk  i t 
may  no t  b e  am i s s ,  a s  oppo r tun i t y  o f f e r s ,  t o  s i g - 
n i f i e  how re ady  we  a re  s t a t ed l y  t o  wo r sh i p  God 
wi th  those  who have  dr iven  u s  f rom them,  when- 
eve r  t h ey  a re  p l e a s ’d  t o  d rop  t h e i r  Impo s i t i on s : 
And  we  can  s a f e l y  app e a l  t o  a l l  Mank ind ,  who a re 
mos t  zea l ou s  f u r  P e a c e  and  Un i t y ,  t hey  th a t  m igh t 
h e a l  t h e  B re a ch ,  by  l e av i ng  t h i ng s  i n  t h e i r  p ro - 
pe r  i nd i f f e rency,  bu t  won ’t ;  o r  we  tha t  a re  re ady 
to do a l l  tha t  we l aw fu l ly  and wi th  a  sa f e  Cons c i en c e 
m a y  d o ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  a  C o a l i t i o n .  M r .  H o a d l y 
i ndeed  t e l l s  u s  the  con t r a r y  s t and s  upon  Re c o rd  a - 
g a i n s t  u s :  B u t  t h e  R e c o r d e r  i s  m i s t a k e n ,  a n d 
m a n i f e s t s  h i s  P r e j u d i c e  m o re  t h a n  h i s  F i d e l i t y ; 
a n d  s o  h e  d o e s  i n  w h a t  f o l l ow s ;  i t  b e i n g  n a t u - 
r a l  f o r  o n e  M i s t a ke  t o  l e a d  i n t o  a n o t h e r .  F o r 
we cont r ad ic t  ne i the r  the  Pr in c i p l e s  nor  Pra c t i c e  o f 
ou r  P r ed e c e s s o r s ,  a s  f a r  a s  we  can  d i s ce r n  they  had 
Rea son  t o  s uppo r t  t h em;  no r  do  we  c o n d emn  ou r 
s e l v e s ,  t h o ’ t h e  G e n t l e m a n  i s  wo n d e r f u l  w i l l i n g 
i t  s h o u l d  b e  t h o u g h t  we  d i d  d o  s o .  We  c h a r g e 
no t  ou r  B r e t h r en  and  Peop l e ,  p rov ided  they  cher i sh 
a  c h a r i t a b l e  Tempe r,  wh i ch  we  a re  s u re  i s  t h e i r 
D u t y :  We  p r e j u d i c e  n o  C h u r c h e s ,  bu t  a r e  f r e e  t o 
y i e l d  t h em  t h e  und i s t u r b ed  po s s e s s i o n  o f  wh a t - 
eve r  R i g h t s  C h r i s t  h a s  g i ve n  t h e m :  We  p u t  n o 
Ba r  t o  Un i t y ,  no r  g ive  any  En c o u ra g em en t  t o  D i s - 
c o r d ;  we  l e ave  t h a t  t o  ou r  B re t h ren ,  who  m i gh t 
e a s i l y  u n i t e  u s ,  a n d  p u t  a n  e n d  t o  D i s c o rd ,  i f 
t h ey  we r e  bu t  w i l l i n g :  A n d  f i n a l l y.  We  e n c o u - 
r a g e  n o  g r o u n d l e s s  S e p a r a t i o n s ;  we  a r e  f o r  n o n e 
b u t  s u c h  a s  a r e  j u s t i f i a b l e  a n d  we l l  g ro u n d e d . 
Tho ’ a  thou s and  such  unprov ’d  Cha rge s  were  Re- 
c o r d e d  a g a i n s t  u s ,  we  a re  no t  mov ’d ,  un l e s s  i n  a 
way  o f  p i t y  t owa rd s  t h o s e  w h o  s o  mu c h  i n j u r e
  them-
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t hemse lve s ,  a s  t o  t ake  a  l i be r t y  to  Record  them- 
selves false Accusers of their Brethren.

Fo r  a  c o n c l u s i o n  t h e n ,  i n  t h e  t h i r d  p l a c e ,  a 
compan ion  i s  i ndu s t r iou s l y  pu r su ’d  be tween  t h o s e 
who blameably impose Ter rm of Communion, and sti l l  ad- 
here to the Imposit ion of them, and those who are said to 
a c k n o w l e d g e  t h e  t h i n g s  i m p o s ’d  t o  b e  i n  t h e m s e l v e s 
l aw f u l ,  a nd  ye t  l o v e  n o t  P e a c e  a nd  Un i t y  s o  w e l l  a s 
t o  s u b m i t  t o  t h e m .  T h i s  c o m p a n i o n  I  h ave  h e a rd 
r e p r e s e n t e d  a s  a  M a s t e r - p i e c e ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  I 
must not pass it by. Let us see how it runs.

As  o n  t h e  o n e  s i d e  ( s ay s  h e )  t h e y  p r e f e r  t h e  I n - 
J un c t i o n  o f  s ome  t h i n g s  o f  l e s s  momen t ,  b e f o r e  Con - 
c o rd ;  s o  on  the  o the r  s i d e,  you  p r e f e r  oppo s i t i on  t o  the 
I n j u n c t i o n  o f  w h a t  i s  n o t  s i n f u l ,  b e f o r e  C o n c o r d . 
A d m i r a b l y  s t a t e d ,  I  p ro f e s s !  B u t  a l a s s ,  ’t i s  n o t 
on l y  s om e  t h i n g s  o f  l e s s  momen t ,  t h e  I n j u n c t i o n  o f 
wh i ch  t hey  p r e f e r  b e f o r e  Con c o rd ;  bu t  t h ey  en jo in 
severa l  th ings  they have no author i ty  to  pre scr ibe, 
t o  t h e  Subve r t i n g  o f  Con c o r d ;  wh i l e  we,  o n  t h e 
o ther  hand. ;  not  out  o f  oppo s i t i on  to  them,  but  to 
s e cu re  the  Peace  o f  ou r  own Consc i ence s ,  re fu s e 
to  comply  wi th  th ings  we can ’t  see  we could  l aw- 
f u l l y  c o m p l y  w i t h ,  i n  t h e  m a n n e r  t h ey  r e q u i r e 
we  s hou l d ;  a nd  t o  requ i re  o r  y i e l d  t o  wha t  may 
be  ca l l ’d  Conco rd  upon the i r  t e r ms ,  i s ,  in  our  ap- 
prehension, flatly sinful. 

H e  g o e s  o n :  A s  t h e y  r e f u s e  t o  l a y  a s i d e  w h a t 
t h e y  a c know l e d g e  t o  b e  i n  i t  s e l f  unn e c e s s a r y,  f o r  t h e 
sake  o f  a  c l o s e r  Union  amongs t  P ro t e s t an t s ;  s o  you  r e - 
fu s e  t o  c omply  wi th ,  what  you a c knowledge,  t o  be  in  i t 
s e l f  l aw fu l ,  f o r  th e  s ake  o f  th e  s o  muc h  de s i r ’d  Union . 
Bu t  a l a s s ,  S i r ,  t h e re ’s  a  w ide  d i f f e rence  b e tween 
the  two  c a s e s .  They  l aw fu l l y  may  l ay  a s i d e  t he i r 
unneces sa r y  th ings ,  fo r  the  sake  o f  a  c l o s e r  Union  a - 
mon g s t  P r o t e s t a n t s ;  n ay  ’t i s  t h e i r  p l a i n  Du ty :  Bu t 
we cannot  l aw fu l ly  comply  wi th  the se  unnece s s a r y 
th ing s ,  i n  the  manne r  they  requ i re  we  shou ld ;  i t
  would
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wo u l d  d o  v i o l e n c e  t o  o u r  C o n s c i e n c e s ,  f o r  t h e 
Re a s on s  b e f o re  a l l e d g ’d ;  a nd  t h e re f o re  i t  wou l d 
b e  d i r e c t l y  s i n f u l .  We  a r e  f o r  e n q u i r i n g ,  w h e - 
ther  the  th ing  be  not  on ly  l aw fu l  i n  i t  s e l f ,  bu t  in 
i t s  Ci r c ums t an c e s  t oo ;  and  we  th ink  i t  the  pa r t  o f 
w i f e  a n d  c o n f c i e n t i o u s  M e n  t o  b e  eve r  c a r e f u l 
upon that Head.

A g a i n ,  A t  t h e y  ( s a y s  h e )  b e a r  t h e i r  Te s t i m o n y 
a g a i n s t  a l l  D i s o r d e r  a n d  u nn e c e s s a r y  S e p a r a t i o n ,  by 
a dh e r i n g  t o  t h e i r  Impo s i t i o n s  a t  t h e  e xp en c e  o f  L o ve 
a n d  P e a c e ;  s o  y o u  b e a r  y o u r  Te s t i m o ny  a g a i n s t  a l l 
unn e c e s s a r y  Impo s i t i o n s,  by  f o r m in g  a  S e p a ra t i o n ,  a t 
the  expence  o f  the  same p r e c i ous  and inva luabl e  Goods . 
Tha t  ou r  H igh-Church  Men  adh e r e  t o  t h e i r  Impo - 
s i t i o n s,  a t  t h e  e x p e n c e  o f  L o v e  a n d  P e a c e ,  i s  t o o 
ev i d e n t  t o  b e  g a i n - s a i d :  I  t h i n k  t h e r e f o r e  t h ey 
r a t h e r  b e a r  Te s t im o ny  t o  t h e  d ang e rou s  t e ndency 
o f  a n  i m p o s i n g  S p i r i t ,  t h a n  t o  a ny  t h i n g  e l s e . 
B u t  t h a t  we  f o r m  a  S e p a r a t i o n  a t  t h e  e x p e n c e  o f 
L o v e  a n d  P e a c e ,  i s  a  g r o u n d l e s s  C h a r g e ;  s i n c e 
we  h ave  a  p l a i n  f o r c e  p u t  u p o n  u s ;  a r e ,  w h i l e 
u n d e r  t h a t  f o r c e ,  c a r e f u l  t o  m a i n t a i n  L o v e ;  a n d 
s t i l l  re ady  to  go  a s  f a r  a s  we  l awfu l l y  may  go,  in 
o rde r  to  Peace.  I  cou ld  e a s i l y  d r aw a  much  more 
n a tu r a l  Compa r i s on ,  b e tween  Men  o f  Mr.  Hoad - 
l y ’s  P r i n c i p l e s  a n d  t h e  C a s s a n d r i a n  Pa p i s t s ,  bu t 
that it would look invidiously.

B u t  h e  s t i l l  a d va n c e s .  T h e y  ( s ay s  h e )  w i l l  n o t 
un i t e  w i th  you ,  un l e s s  you  w i l l  c ome  up  t o  th em,  and 
you  w i l l  n o t  un i t e  w i t h  t h em ,  un l e s s  t h e y  w i l l  c om e 
d o w n  t o  y o u .  T h i s  i s  a l l  A r t i f i c i a l  C o l o u r .  B e 
i t  up  o r  d own ,  we  a re  re a dy  t o  un i t e  w i t h  t h em 
u p o n  S c r i p t u r e  Te r m s ,  w h i l e  t h e y  wo n ’t  u n i t e 
w i t h  u s  b u t  u p o n  t h e i r  ow n  Te r m s .  We  d e s i r e 
bu t  the  l i be r ty  which  Chr i s t  ha th  l e f t  u s ;  where- 
a s  they ’ l l  have nothing to  do wi th us ,  un le s s  we’ l l 
l e t  t h e m  i m p o s e  u p o n  u s .  We  c a n n o t  s e e  t h a t 
t h i s  i s  e q u a l .  T h e y  ( s ay s  h e )  a c k n o w l e d g e  i t  m a -
  terially
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ma t e r i a l l y  l aw f u l  t o  y i e l d  t o  y o u ;  a n d  y o u  a c k n ow - 
l e d g e  i t  ma t e r i a l ly  l aw f u l  t o  c omp ly  w i t h  t h em .  Th i s 
t h en  i s  t h e  p r o f e s s e d  P r i n c i p l e  b o t h  o f  t h em and  you , 
tha t  i t  i s  no t  r e a s onabl e  t o  do  a  th ing  ma t e r i a l ly  l aw- 
f u l  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  pub l i c k  Con c o rd  and  Un i t y.  And , 
i f  t h e r e  b e  any  gu i l t  i n  t h i s  P r i n c i p l e,  you  mus t  b o t h 
equally share in it.

L e t  a s  a  l i t t l e  s c a n  t h i s .  They  a c know l edg e  i t 
ma te r i a l l y  Lawfu l  to  y i e ld  to  u s .  How?  I  suppose 
by  no t  impos ing  on  u s .  Th i s  i s  ma te r i a l l y  Lawfu l 
i .  e.  t h ey  shou ld  no t  s i n  i n  do ing  so.  Ve r y  we l l ! 
We ,  he says ,  a c knowledge  i t  mate r i a l ly  Lawfu l  t o  c om- 
p ly  w i t h  t h em .  How?  Doe s  h e  mean  by  Con s t a n t 
Communion  w i th  them,  and  y i e l d ing  to  a l l  t he i r 
i m p o s i t i o n s ?  W h e n  o r  w h e r e  d i d  we  a c k n ow - 
l e d g e  t h i s ?  I  may  we l l  e nqu i re ,  b e c au s e  I  know 
n o t h i n g  o f  i t .  I  o n  t h e  c o n t r a r y  a s s e r t  s u c h  a 
Compl i ance  would  be  rea l l y  un l awfu l .  And there- 
f o re  we  don ’t  a g re e  i n  ou r  P r i n c i p l e ,  The i r  P r i n - 
c i p l e  i s  t h i s ,  t h a t  Any  th ing  no t  fo rb idden  in  the 
Wo r d  o f  G o d ,  m a y  L a w f u l l y  b e  i n j o i n ’d  a n d 
P r a c t i s ’d  i n  h i s  Wo r s h i p.  O u r  P r i n c i p l e  o n  t h e 
C o n t r a r y  i s  t h i s ;  t h a t  n o  Te r m s  o f  C h u r c h 
Un ion  a nd  Commun ion  a re  L aw fu l ,  bu t  s u ch  a s 
t h e  Wo r d  o f  G o d  w i l l  wa r r a n t .  A r e  n o t  t h e s e 
ve r y  D i f f e r e n t ?  T h e  d ro p p i n g  t h e  t h i n g s  i n  d e - 
b a t e  i s  ve r y  Con s i s t en t  w i t h  t h e i r  P r i n c i p l e .  Be - 
c a u s e  t hough  i t  we re  s uppo s ’d ,  t h a t  s u ch  t h i n g s 
might  Lawfu l ly  be  en jo in ’d  and Prac t i sed  in  God’s 
Wor sh i p,  ye t  t h e  impo s i ng  o f  s u ch  t h i ng s  a s  a re 
s c r u p l e d ,  m ay  ve r y  l aw f u l l y  b e  wav ’d .  B u t  o u r 
y i e l d i n g  t o  t h e m  wo u l d  d e s t roy  o u r  P r i n c i p l e , 
t i l l  we  a re  c onv i n c ’d  t h e i r  Te r m s  o f  Un i o n  a n d 
C o m mu n i o n  a r e  s u c h  a s  t h e  Wo rd  o f  G o d  w i l l 
wa r r a n t ,  w h i c h  we  a r e  s a t i s f y ’d  t h e y  a r e  n o t . 
And  wh i l e  t h i s  i s  ove r - l ook ’d ,  t o  h a r p  s o  much 
upon mate r i a l  Lawfu lne s s ,  i s  on ly  a  t ak ing  she l t e r 
i n  o b s c u r i t y.  W h a t  d o e s  h e  m e a n  by  m a t e r i a l l y
  Lawful?
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L a w f u l ?  D o e s  h e  k n ow  a n y  t h i n g  i n  t h e  c a s e 
m a t e r i a l l y  u n l a w f u l ?  I s  a n y  A c t i o n ,  r e l a t i n g  t o 
Wor s h i p,  s o  un l aw fu l  i n  i t  s e l f ,  a s  t h a t  no  C i r - 
cums t ance s ,  a s  to  Agent s ,  Objec t s ,  Manner,  Ends , 
&c .  s h a l l  make  i t  L aw fu l ?  I  p ro f e s s  I  know none 
such .  T i l l  he  c an  a s s i gn  some  such  Ac t ion ,  he  i s 
w h o l l y  i n  t h e  d a r k ,  w h i l e  h e  t a l k s  s o  mu c h  o f 
m a t e r i a l l y  L a w f u l .  H i s  a r g u i n g  u p o n  i t  i s  m e e t 
c o n f u s i o n .  H e  t a l k s  o f  g i v i n g  u p  o f  P r i n c i p l e s ; 
f o r  ou r  pa r t ,  we ’ l l  g ive  up  our  P r inc ip l e  a s  soon 
a s  we  a r e  c o nv i n c ’d .  B u t  h e  t h a t  wo u l d  c o n - 
v i n c e  u s ,  mu s t  no t  l ay  a l l  h i s  s t r e s s  u po n  m a t e - 
r i a l  L a w f u l n e s s ,  t i l l  h e  p rove s  t h a t  a  s u f f i c i e n t 
Mark  o f  D i s t i nc t ion  to  g iv s e  L i gh t .  A  th ing  may 
b e  ma t e r i a l l y  L aw f u l ,  a nd  ye t  g ro s l y  S i n f u l .  How 
then  w i l l  t h i s  he lp  u s  to  j udge ?  Tha t  i s  a  Pr i n c i - 
p l e  f rom wh ich  we  c anno t  r e c e d e ;  no r,  I  s uppo se, 
can Mr. Hoadly deny it.

H e  m i g h t  t h e r e f o r e  ve r y  s a f e l y  h ave  d ro p p ’d 
h i s  H a r a n g u e ;  b u t  t h e n  p e r h a p s  h i s  D i s c o u r s e 
h a d  l o s t  i t s  B e a u t y.  H oweve r ,  I  c a n  f r e e l y  a s - 
s u re  h im ,  we  don ’t  g u i d e  o u r  P ra c t i c e  by  a  P r i n c i - 
p l e  w e  h a t e  a n d  c o n d e m n  i n  o t h e r s .  Fo r  a s  f a r  a s 
Pe a c e  i s  c o n c e r n ’d ,  t h e  P r i n c i p l e  we  g u i d e  o u r 
P r a c t i s e  by,  i s  t h i s ;  t h a t  we  do  a l l  t h a t  we  Law- 
fu l l y  may  do  in  o rde r  t o  i t .  Cou ld  we  f i nd  con- 
s t a n t  C o n f o r m i t y  L aw f u l  f o r  u s  we  wo u l d  s o o n 
y i e l d  t o  i t .  Wo u l d  o u r  B r e t h r e n  o f  t h e  C h u r c h 
o f  E n g l a n d  A c t  u p o n  t h e  s a m e  P r i n c i p l e ,  t h e 
i m p o s i t i o n s  wo u l d  b e  d ro p p ’d ,  o u r  C o m p l a i n t s 
wo u l d  b e  a t  a n  e n d ,  a n d  Pe a c e  wo u l d  b e  t h e 
Con s equence.  Con s i d e r  t h e re f o re  I  p r ay  you ,  f o r 
i t  mu c h  c o n c e r n s  yo u )  w h a t  a  w r e t c h e d  E s t a t e  a 
Chur c h  o r  Nat ion a r e  come to,  when they tha t  ha t e  the 
p e a c e  a n d  p r o s p e r i t y  o f  t h em ,  w i l l  c omp a s s  S e a  a n d 
Land ,  and  do  a l l  un l aw fu l  t h i n g s  t o  d i s t u r b  and  r u i n 
t h em ;  and  t h e y  t h a t  p r e t e nd  mo s t  t o  Love  and  d e s i r e 
the i r  peace  and prospe r i ty,  wi l l  not  do a l l  Lawful  th ings
  to

p. 217.



254[272] A Defence of Part III.

t o  p u r c h a s e  t h em ,  o r  S a c r i f i c e  t h e  l e a s t  p a r t  o f  t h e i r 
own  S c h eme  t o  t h em .  You  a sk  me  wha t  i s  Ch r i s t i a n 
Mod e r a t i o n ?  I  a n swe r  t h en  do  we  d e a l  mod e r a t e l y 
w h e n  we  t r e a t  o u r  n e i g h b o u r s  n o t  r i g o ro u s l y, 
b u t  m i l d l y  a n d  h u m a n e l y,  a c c o m m o d a t i n g  o u r 
se lve s  to  the i r  Ci rcumstance s  and  Capac i ty,  r a ther 
y i e l d i n g  ( a s  f a r  a s  we  may  do  i t  L aw f u l l y )  t h a n 
i n s i s t i n g  o n  t h e  e x t r e m i t y  o f  o u r  R i g h t .  T h i s 
i s  wh a t  we  a re  f r e e  t o.  We  a re  d i s po s ’d  t o  y i e l d 
up  ma t t e r s  o f  l e s s e r  Con s i d e ra t i on ,  t o  t h e  g r e a t  Con - 
c e r n s  o f  L o v e  a n d  Un i t y :  Bu t  we  t h i nk  t h e  own- 
i n g  a n  i m p o s i n g  Powe r ,  w h i c h  we  c a n n o t  f i n d 
our  Lord  eve r  gave,  i s  a  g r e a t e r  Con s i d e ra t i on  than 
we  c an  l aw fu l l y  y i e l d  i n ,  t i l l  ou r  j udgmen t s  a re 
s a t i s f y ’d .  We  a r e  f o r  M o d e r a t i o n ,  n o t  o n l y  w o r d 
b u t  t h i n g .  I t  e x t r e m e l y  t r o u b l e s  u s ,  i t  s h o u l d 
e ve r  b e  r i d i c u l ’d  a n d  e x p o s ’d .  We  d e s i r e  n o t  t o 
amu s e  t h e  Wo r l d ,  and  make  P e op l e  t h i nk  w e  a r e  t h e 
o n l y  M o d e r a t e  P e r s o n s ;  we  a r e  ve r y  w i l l i n g  M r . 
H o a d l y ,  a n d  o t h e r s  o f  h i s  s t a m p,  s h o u l d  h a ve 
the Reputat ion of  Moderate  Per sons  too,  and hope 
they  wi l l  more  and  more  de se r ve  i t .  Bu t  then  we 
beg  l e ave  tha t  we  may  be  a l lowed the re in  to  bea r 
t h e m  c o m p a n y ;  a n d  I ’ m  s u r e  we  c a n  h e a r t i l y 
joyn in with him, in Crying out ,  what  a  me lanc ho ly 
Pro spe c t  mus t  i t  a f f o rd  u s,  t o  s e e  the  fa in t  d i spo s i t i on s 
t h e r e  a r e,  on  a l l  s i d e s,  t o  t h i s  Ch r i s t i an  Gra c e ;  when 
we cons ide r  tha t  no th ing  but  th i s  can r e s to r e  Uni ty  and 
Happiness to a Divided Church and Nation? 

Bu t  why  shou ld  i t  b e  i n t ima t ed  a s  i f  t h e  mo s t 
r i g o ro u s  i m p o s e r s  i n  t h e  C h u rc h ,  h a d  a s  mu c h 
rea son to  re fu se  to  par t  wi th  the i r  impos i t ions ,  a s 
we  to  comply  wi th  them?  How can  th i s  be,  upon 
the supposi t ion mention’d before,  that  the impos i t ion 
o f  t h e i r  Te r m s  i s  b l ame a b l e ?  I f  t he  impo s i t i on s  a re 
b l a m e a b l e  t h e n  i s  t h e  r e f u s a l  t o  p a r t  w i t h  t h e m 
b l a m e a b l e  a l s o .  T h i s  o n e  t h i n g  wo u l d  a n s we r 
a l l  t h e  P l e a s ,  you  h ave  he re  d r awn  up  f o r  t h em.
  Should
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S h o u l d  t h ey  s ay,  t h a t  t h e i r  d ro p p i n g  t h e  i m p o - 
s i t i on s  wou ld  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  Church  o f  Eng l and ,  a s 
w a n t i n g  R e f o r m a t i o n ;  wo u l d  b e t r a y  t h e  Au t h o r i t y 
o f  G o v e r n o r s ;  i n t i m a t e  a s  i f  D i v i n e  Wo r s h i p  w e r e 
n o t  a s  a c c e p t a b l e  w i t h  s u c h  i m p o s i t i o n s,  a s  w i t h o u t 
them;  and be  a  d i sowning  and condemning  the  Church 
o f  E n g l a n d  a s  i t  w a s  B e f o r e ;  t h i s  o n e  a n s we r 
su f f i ce s  fo r  a l l .  For  i f  the  Impo s i t i on  o f  t h e i r  Te rms 
i s  b l am e a b l e ,  t h en  ough t  t h ey  t o  p a r t  w i th  t hem, 
even  tho ’ s uch  Con sequence s  wou ld  fo l l ow.  How 
then can  he  s ay,  tha t  ou r  Cons t an t  Communion  w i th 
t h em ,  i s  a s  Law fu l ,  a s  t h e i r  Comp l i an c e  w i t h  u s  c an 
b e ;  o r  t h a t  t h e i r  Comp l i an c e  w i t h  u s  i s  a s  Un l aw fu l , 
a s  ou r  Con s t an t  Commun i on  w i t h  t h em?  When  t h e i r 
c omp l i an c e  w i t h  u s ,  i s  on ly  a  remova l  o f  tho se  Im- 
po s i t i on s  fo r  wh ich  they  a re  b l ameab l e ;  wh i l e  ou r 
Cons t an t  Commun ion  w i th  th em ,  would  not  on ly  be 
a  going contrar y to the mind and wi l l  o f  God,  ac- 
co rd ing  to  ou r  be s t  unde r s t and ing ,  bu t  a  j o in ing 
i n  w i t h  t h e m  t o  t a ke  p a r t  i n  t h e  b l a m e .  U p o n 
t h i s  s uppo s i t i on ,  t h e i r  Comp l i a n c e  w i t h  u s  c an - 
no t  b e  un l aw f u l ,  un l e s s  i t  b e  un l aw fu l  t o  re t r a c t 
a  f a u l t ;  n o r  o u r  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e m  L aw f u l , 
un l e s s  i t  h e  s o,  t o  s i n  f o r  Company.  B u t  a s  f o r 
t h e  D o c t r i n e  o f  C i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  w h i c h  M r.  H o a d ly 
i s  so much against ,  I  think i t  not only necessar y to 
be apply’d to the Prac t i c e  here under Considerat ion, 
but  to  a l l  o ther  Prac t i s e s ,  by  such a s  would  ju s t ly 
D e t e r m i n e  o f  S i n  a n d  D u t y :  N e i t h e r  i s  i t  t h e 
t h e  D o c t r i n e  o f  C i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h a t  p e r p l e x e s 
and  o b s c u r e s ,  bu t  i t  i s  the  ba re  con s ide r ing  th ing s 
a s  t o  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  t h e m ,  w i t h o u t  a t t e n d i n g  t o 
the  Ci rcums t ance s  tha t  rende r  them e i the r  l awfu l 
o r  u n l aw f u l ,  t h a t  h a s  c r e a t e d  a l l  t h a t  p e r p l e x i t y 
apd  ob s cu r i t y ,  tha t  i s  so  obser vable  in  th i s  Gent le- 
Mans  who le  d i s cour se  about  the  mat te r,  f rom be- 
ginning to the end.

A f t e r  a l l .  He  a s k s  u s  wh a t  w e  a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  d o ? 
  I
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I  a n swe r  h im  a g a i n ,  a l l  t h a t  we  c an  b e  s a t i s f y ’d 
we l awfu l ly  may do,  in  order  to  Peace  and Union: 
And i f  th i s  wi l l  not  g ive  Content ,  we cannot  he lp 
i t .  We  h a v e  n o  S c h e m e  t h a t  w e  d e s i r e  t o  b e 
g r a n t e d ,  e i t h e r  i n  w h o l e  o r  i n  Pa r t .  L e t  u s  bu t 
h ave  ( a s  h a s  b e en  o f t en  h i n t ed )  Un i t y  i n  t h i n g s 
nece s s a r y,  L ibe r ty  in  th ing s  ind i f f e ren t ,  and  Cha- 
r i t y  i n  a l l ,  and  we  de s i re  no  more.  Le t  the  s ame 
th ing s  be  repea t ed  a  hund red  t ime s  ove r,  we  c an 
see no real  incl inat ion to Peace and Unity,  in those 
t h a t  wou ld  g r udge  u s  t h i s .  Ne i t h e r  c an  we  l e a v e 
o f f  Lament ing  ou r  Brea c he s ,  which are  a t tended with 
such  Con sequence s ;  no r  c omp l a i n i n g  a g a i n s t  t h o s e, 
who  w i l l  n o t  h e a l  t h em ,  t hough  they  e a s i l y  m igh t , 
by  L e av i ng  u s  bu t  i n  t h e  Po s s e s s i on ,  o f  t h a t ,  o f 
wh i ch  ou r  Lo rd  h a s  g iven  t h em no  r i gh t  t o  d e - 
p r ive  u s .  You  f a r t h e r  A s k  wh a t  o u r  Exp e r i e n c e  h a s 
taught  us .  I  answer,  we must  be ver y blocki sh,  i f  i t 
have not taught us this ,  that we are not l ike in hast 
to g row more confor mable to Scr ipture,  i f  we wai t 
t i l l  your  Church se t s  us  the Pat ter n.  For  th i s  Rea- 
son  in  s t ead  o f  be ing  induc ’d  to  a  f a l l ing  en t i re ly 
i n  w i t h  yo u ,  we  t h i n k  o u r  s e l ve s  t h e  m o re  o b - 
l ig ’d  to s tudy a  Confor mity  to the Scr ipture  Rule, 
i n  o u r  S e p a r a t e  A s s e m b l i e s ,  a n d  a r e  t h e  m o r e 
convinc’d that those who tempt us to a Compliance 
with yonr Church in your present  Sta te  under pre- 
t e n c e  o f  Pe a c e  a n d  Un i t y ,  do  bu t  Cove r  unde r  a 
f r iendly  Vai l ,  a  des ign to Rob us  o f  our  Pur i ty ,  or 
hinder us in tending towards it.

I n  t h e  c l o s e  h e  t e l l s  me,  I  mu s t  g i v e  h im  l e a v e 
t o  t h i n k ,  t h a t  h e  h a s  a dvan c ’d  s ome t h i n g  i n  a l l  t h a t 
h e  ha s  s a id ,  tha t  may  make  u s  a  l i t t l e  doub t fu l  o f  th e 
E x c e l l e n c e  o f  o u r  C a u s e .  I  c a n ’t  h e l p  w h a t  h e  i s 
p l e a s ’d  t o  t h i n k ,  bu t  I  mu s t  a s s u r e  h i m ,  I  c a n ’t 
e n cou r a g e  a ny  s u ch  Though t s ,  b e c au s e  I  s e e  no 
f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  t h e m .  N o t h i n g  h e  h a s  s u g g e s t e d 
make s  i t  appea r  to  me  a  doub t fu l  po in t ,  whe the r
  I
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I  ough t  to  choo se  Con fo r mi ty,  o r  Noncon fo r mi - 
t y.  I  h ave  c h o s e n  t h e  l a t t e r  d e l i b e r a t e l y,  u p o n 
Grounds  tha t  I  th ink I  can answer  for,  to  God my 
own Consc ience,  and a l l  the  Wor ld ;  but  a s  for  the 
f i nd ing  ou t  Eva s i on s  and  Ar t s  f o r  t h e  k e ep ing  on  f o o t 
o u r  u n h a py y  D i v i s i o n s ,  I  l e ave  t h a t  t o  t ho s e  t h a t 
a re  a f ra id  le s t  Men should have such a  ta s te  of  the 
swee t  o f  L ibe r t y,  a s  s hou ld  make  them impa t i en t 
o f  tho se  Conf inement s  wh ich  have  unhapp i l y  Di- 
v i d e d  u s ;  a n d  f r o m  w h i c h  we  h o p e  t h e  t i m e 
will come when we may be as happily freed.

A Letter to Mr. Ollyffe.
SIR,

IN  yo u r  f i r s t  D e f e n c e ,  yo u  t e l l  m e .  T h a t  t h e 
M a t t e r ’s  m e  d i f f e r  i n  a r e  o f  s m a l l  c o n s e q u e n c e  i n 

c ompa r i s o n  o f  t h e  t h i n g s  wh e r e i n  w e  a r e  a g r e e d ;  and 
That  even in  those  th ings  whe re in  we d i f f e r,  i t  p ro c e eds 
f r om  d i f f e r e n t  App r e h e n s i o n s  a nd  No t i o n s,  wh i c h  a r e 
a s  va r i o u s  a s  t h e  L i n e a m e n t s  i n  M e n s  Fa c e s,  w h i l e 
ye t  we  own  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  f o r b e a r i n g  on e  ano th e r  i n 
l o v e .  F o r  m y  p a r t ,  I  w a s  e v e r  o f  t h i s  m i n d ; 
a nd  t h e re f o re  w i l l  no  mo re  qu a r re l  w i t h  a  Man 
because in such Matter s  a s  those in which you and 
I  a re  no t  l i ke  to  ag ree,  he  c anno t  th ink  a s  I  do, 
t h a n  b e c a u s e  t h e  L i n e a m e n t s  o f  h i s  F a c e  d i f f e r 
f rom mine.  You  c lo s e  w i th  an  admi r ab l e  Apo s to- 
l i c a l  Ru l e ;  Le t  u s  f o l l ow  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  m a k e  f o r 
Pea c e,  and  th e  th ing s  whe r eby  we  may  ed i f i e  one  ano - 
ther.

Wh i l e  we  bo th  endeavou r  t o  f o l l ow  th i s  Ru l e, 
w h a t  r o o m  c a n  t h e r e  b e  f o r  H e a t ?  We  m ay,  I 
t h i n k ,  c o n t i nu e  t o  d i f f e r ,  w i t h o u t  t h a t  n a r row
 S selfish
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s e l f i s h  Sp i r i t ,  o r  tho se  J e a l ou s i e s  and  Susp i c i on s ,  o r 
t h a t  Pa s s i o n  a nd  Reve n g e ,  wh i ch  you  s p e ak  o r  i n 
t h e  P r e f a c e  t o  yo u r  l a s t  D e f e n c e .  We  m ay  s t i l l 
d i s ag ree  in  these  le s se r  th ings ,  and ye t  in  our  d i f - 
f e r i ng  S t a t i on s  con t r i bu t e  ( and  t h a t  w i th  a  B ro - 
t h e r l y  Co r re s ponden c e  t oo )  t o  t h e  s p re a d i n g  o f 
t h a t  t r u e  R e l i g i o n ,  wh i ch  l i e s  i n  Love  t o  God  a nd 
t o  ou r  Ne ighbou r ,  which you there  so  much recom- 
mend.

I  c an  h e a r t i l y  a g re e  w i t h  you  i n  t h a t  P re f a c e , 
a nd  cou l d  h ave  t r a n s c r i b ’d  i t  ( a  ve r y  f ew  t h i ng s 
o n l y  b e i n g  a l t e r ’d )  a n d  p re f i x ’d  i t  t o  a  d i s t i n c t 
Rep ly  to  you ,  had  I  thought  i t  wou ld  have  g iven 
any  l i gh t :  Bu t  I  c an  neve r  a pp rehend  t h a t  when 
t h e r e  i s  a  D e b a t e  o n  f o o t ,  a ny  S e r v i c e  c a n  b e 
done  by  a  s e t  D i s cou r s e ,  wh i ch  w i t h  a  d i f f e ren t 
turn is applicable to either side.

The re  i s  one  t h i ng  wh i ch  s e ems  t o  me  t o  r un 
th rough  bo th  Pa r t s  o f  your  De fence,  wh ich  I  c an 
b y  n o  m e a n s  u n d e r s t a n d ;  a n d  t h a t  i s ,  H ow  a 
ju s t i f i ca t ion o f  those  who d i f fe r  f rom you in  the i r 
a pp rehen s i on s  conc e r n i ng  t h e  Te r ms  o f  Con fo r - 
m i t y,  mu s t  n e c e s s a r i l y  i nvo l ve  yo u  u n d e r  C o n - 
d e m n a t i o n .  W h e n  M e n s  N o t i o n s ,  y o u  k n o w, 
a r e  a s  va r i o u s  a s  t h e  L i n e a m e n t s  i n  t h e i r  F a c e s ,  I 
c a n ’t  s e e  w hy  a  M a n  m ay  n o t  p r e f e r  h i s  ow n 
N o t i o n s ,  a s  we l l  a s  h i s  ow n  C o m p l e x i o n ,  b e - 
f o r e  yo u r s ,  w i t h o u t  c o n d e m n i n g  yo u .  T h e  N o - 
t ions  o f  our  Minds  a re  no  more  a t  our  command, 
t h a n  t h e  Fe a t u re s  o f  o u r  F a c e s .  Fo r  w h a t  I  c a n 
perce ive,  in  the  mids t  o f  a l l  your  Ref lex ions  upon 
their  Cause,  you can no more help respecting real ly 
the  e jec ted Miui s te r s ,  whose  Cause  I  am p lead ing , 
t h an  any  o f  u s  c an :  Ye t  s hou ld  any  o f  you r  B re - 
t h r e n  i n  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d  ( a n d  s o m e  o f 
t h em a re  i n c l i n ab l e  enough )  t e l l  you ,  t h a t  h e re - 
by  you  condemn ’d  you r  s e l ve s ,  you ’d  t h i nk  you r 
s e l ve s  i n j u r ’d .  I  c o u l d  m e n t i o n  d i ve r s  c a s e s  i n
  which
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wh i ch  o f  two  Men  th a t  s hou ld  o f f e r,  one  wou ld 
t a k e  o n e  s i d e ,  a n d  a n o t h e r  t h e  o p p o s i t e ,  a n d 
ye t  bo th  be  hone s t ,  and  a c t  upon  P r inc ip l e s ,  a c - 
c o rd i n g  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  t h e i r  l i g h t .  B o t h ,  c a n ’t 
i ndeed  b e  i n  t h e  r i gh t ,  a nd  e a ch  Pa r t y  t h i nk ing 
t h a t  h e  i s  r i g h t ,  c a nno t  bu t  t h i nk  t h e  o t h e r,  i n 
t h e  w ro n g ;  b u t  w hy  i f  I  t h i n k  my  s e l f  i n  t h e 
r i gh t ,  and  you  in  the  wrong ,  I  mus t  t ake  you  fo r 
a  M a n  o f  n o  C o n s c i e n c e ,  o r  a  v e r y  b l i n d  G u i d e  o f 
others, I can’t imagine.

Some  among  t h e  Noncon fo r m i s t s ,  a s  you  you r 
s e l f  o b s e r v e ,  t o o k  t h e  O x f o r d - O a t h  f o r m e r l y, 
wh i l e  o t h e r s  r e f u s ’d  i t .  I  d on ’t  doub t  bu t  many 
on  e ach  s i de  a c t ed  w i th  a  c l e a r  Consc i ence.  And 
i n  d e c l a r i ng  my  s e l f  on  one  s i d e ,  I  am  f a r  f rom 
r e f l e c t i n g  o n  t h e  I n t e g r i t y  o f  t h e  o t h e r .  I  b e - 
l i eve  tha t  s ame,  even  o f  those  tha t  re fu s ’d  to  t ake 
t h e  O a t h s  t o  K i n g  W i l l i a m  a n d  Q u e e n  M a r y , 
m igh t  b e  be t t e r  Men  th an  some  th a t  t ook  them. 
G re a t  a l l owanc e  i n  a l l  s u ch  c a s e s  mu s t  b e  made 
f o r  C i r c u m s t a n c e s .  W h i l e  o n e  i s  a p t  t o  l ay  h i s 
g re a t e s t  s t re s s  upon  one  th ing ,  and  ano the r  upon 
somewha t  th a t  i s  qu i t e  d i f f e ren t ,  t ho ’ t he  cou r s e 
t a ke n  i n  t h e  i s s u e  b e  o p p o s i t e ,  ye t  i t  d o e s  n o t 
f o l l ow  bu t  e a ch  may  a c t  i n  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  h i s 
Heart.

I  d o  i n d e e d  s a y,  t h a t  t h e  e j e c t e d  M i n i s t e r s 
c o u l d  n o t  c on s en t  t o,  and  c ou l d  n o t  p ra c t i c e  s u c h  and  
s u c h  t h i n g s .  T h ey  s a i d  t h e  s a m e  ove r  a n d  ove r . 
Yet  i t  doe s  not  fo l low tha t  a l l  who took d i f f e ren t 
Measures from them, were compel l ’d so to  consent  and 
p r a c t i c e .  F o r  t h e y  m i g h t  h a v e  c o n n i v a n c e  i n 
some  th ing s ,  and  t ake  o the r s  i n  a  so f tn ing  s en se ; 
t h ey  m i g h t  g e t  i n t o  t h e  C h u rc h  by  t h e  h e l p  o f 
s o m e  D i s t i n c t i o n s ,  w h i c h  t h e i r  D i s s e n t i n g  B re - 
t h re n  we re  n o t  f r e e  t o  m a ke  u s e  o f ;  a n d  m i g h t 
so  qua l i f i e  th ings ,  a s  not  s o  t o  c on s en t  and  p ra c t i c e, 
i s  t h e  e j e c t e d  Min i s t e r s  t hough t  t h ey  mu s t  h ave
 S 2 done,
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done,  h ad  t h ey  come  i n to  t h e  Con s t i t u t i on ;  and 
ye t ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  t h e r e  m ay  b e  m o r e  o f  S i m p l i c i t y 
and  God ly  S in c e r i t y ,  on  the  pa r t  o f  tho se  who re- 
fu s ’d  compl i ance,  tho ’ they  thereby  expos ’d  them- 
s e l v e s .  W h i l e  i n d e e d  t h e y  a p p r e h e n d e d  t h e y 
we re  by  t h e  Con s t i t u t i on  ob l i g ’d  t o  s u ch  a  c o n - 
s e n t  a n d  p r a c t i c e ,  a s  t h e i r  C o n s c i e n c e  c o u l d  n o t 
a l low o f ,  they  were  ce r t a in ly  obl i g ’d  to  keep  o f f ; 
a nd  ye t  i t  doe s  no t  f o l l ow  bu t  t h a t  t h e  Con fo r - 
m i t y,  w h i c h  t o  t h e m  h a d  b e e n  u n wa r r a n t a b l e , 
m i g h t  b e  y i e l d e d  t o  by  s o m e  o t h e r s ,  w i t h  t h e 
h e l p  o f  s o m e  D i s t i n c t i o n s ,  w i t h o u t  d o i n g  r e a l 
V i o l e n c e  t o  t h e i r  C o n s c i e n c e s .  T h ey  m i g h t  f a l l 
i n  w i t h  t h e  Chu rch ,  ve r i l y  b e l i ev i ng  t h emse l ve s 
no t  ob l i g ’d  t o  s u ch  a  c o n s e n t  a nd  p ra c t i c e ,  a s  t h e 
o the r s  d e c l a r ’d  a g a i n s t ;  and  s o  be  re a l l y  Hone s t : 
But  whether  they  were  wi se  Men,  and  which  s ide 
was  in  the  r igh t ,  cannot  be  du ly  judg ’d  wi thout  a 
m a t u re  a n d  d e l i b e r a t e  we i g h i n g  o f  t h e  C i r c u m - 
stances of the case.

M r .  D o r r i n g t o n ’s  C a r r i a g e  t o  u s ,  a n d  o u r s  t o 
you ,  i s  w ide l y  d i f f e ren t ;  a nd  i t  i s  no t  e x t re am ly 
k ind  in  you,  to  repre sent  them a s  a l ike  i l l  na tur ’d 
a n d  g r o u n d l e s s .  H e  s a y s ,  t h e  S a c r a m e n t s  a r e 
d i s p a r a g ’d  a m o n g  t h e  P r e s by t e r i a n s ,  u n d e r  t h e 
n ame  o f  Ce remon i e s .  I n  t h a t  c a s e  I  t e l l  h im ,  he 
m i gh t  a s  we l l  h ave  ch a r g ’d  u s  w i t h  t h e  b l a c ke s t 
C r i m e s .  B u t  t h o ’ w e  s a y  C o n f o r m i t y  t o  t h e 
E s t a b l i s hmen t  wou l d  h ave  done  V io l en c e  t o  t h e 
C o n s c i e n c e s  o f  o u r  F a t h e r s ,  a n d  wo u l d  d o  t h e 
s ame  i n  ou r  c a s e ,  we  don ’t  mean ,  much  l e s s  d e - 
c l a r e ,  i t  mu s t  b e  t h e  s a m e  a s  t o  yo u  a l s o :  Fo r 
we  ve r y  we l l  know,  t h a t  Con s c i ence s  a re  no t  a l l 
o f  a  s i ze,  nor  the  way o f  Mens  conce iv ing  th ings , 
by  wh i ch  t he i r  Ac t i on s  a re  i n f l u enc ’d ,  t h e  s ame. 
Cou l d  Mr.  Do r r i n g t o n  h ave  p rov ’d  h i s  Cha r g e  a - 
g a i n s t  u s ,  I  h ad  no t  comp l a i n ’d :  Bu t  a s  f o r  you , 
I  b r ing  no  Charge  aga in s t  you ,  and  the re fo re  you
  complain
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c o m p l a i n  w i t h o u t  c a u s e .  To  yo u r  o w n  M a s t e r  I 
c an  l e ave  you  to  s t and  o r  fa l l ,  w i th  your  n i ce  Di- 
s t i n c t i on s ,  wh i ch  ye t  I  c anno t  a pp rove  o f ,  t i l l  I 
b e t t e r  unde r s t a nd  t h em .  I  g r an t  i nd e ed  t h a t  t h e 
S e n t i m e n t s  o f  t h e  M i n d s  o f  M e n ,  a n d  t h e  D i - 
c t a te s  o f  the i r  Consc ience s ,  wi l l  no t  a l t e r  the  in- 
t r i n s i ck  na tu re  o f  Good  and  Ev i l :  Bu t  they ’d  in - 
t i t l e  t o  a  f avo u r a b l e  a l l owa n c e ,  w h e n  M e n  a c t 
a c c o rd i n g  t o  t h e i r  I n t e g r i t y,  eve n  t h o u g h  t h e re 
should be a Mistake at bottom.

Tha t  t he  o ld  Pu r i t a n s  a c t ed  i n  the  In t eg r i t y  o f 
t h e i r  H e a r t s ,  I  c a n n o t  d o u b t ;  n o r  c a n  I  a l l ow 
my se l f  so  much as  to  ques t ion the same as  to  you 
a n d  yo u r  N e i g h b o u r s ;  t h o ’ I  t h i n k  t h e i r  C o n - 
f o r m i t y  and  you r s  ve r y  d i f f e ren t .  Many  o f  t h em 
we r e  a d m i t t e d  w i t h o u t  t h a t  S u b s c r i p t i o n ,  t h a t 
t h e re  wa s  no th i ng  con t r a r y  t o  t h e  Word  o f  God 
i n  t h e  L i t u r g y  a n d  C e re m o n i e s ,  w h i c h  yo u  c a n 
upon  no  a c coun t  be  a l l ow ’d  to  wave ;  and  a  p ro- 
m i s e  t h a t  t h e y  wo u l d  n o t  p r e a c h  a g a i n s t  s u c h 
t h i n g s  a s  yo u  h ave ,  b y  S u b s c r i p t i o n ,  t e s t i f y ’d 
your  app roba t ion  o f ,  wa s  su f f i c i en t  i n  the i r  c a s e. 
Many  o f  them,  i t ’s  t r ue,  d id  u se  the  Ceremonie s ; 
o t h e r s  i n  t h e  m e a n  t i m e  r e f u s ’d ,  a n d  ye t  we r e 
a l low’d  to  o f f i c i a t e  a s  Lec ture r s ,  where  they  were 
no t  ob l i g ’d .  No th i n g  o f  t h i s  n a t u re  c a n  now  b e 
a l l ow ’d  o r  c o n n i v ’d  a t .  I f  i t  wo u l d ,  a n d  yo u 
cou ld  bu t  pe r suade  tho se  a t  He lm to  make  t r ya l , 
you ’d  soon  s ee  whe the r  many  among  u s  tha t  now 
Dissent would not Conform as far as they.

T h e  C o n f o r m i n g  P u r i t a n t s ,  n e i t h e r  r e a d  t h e 
S c r u p l e d  P a r t s  o f  t h e  L i t u r g y,  n o r  i m p o s ’d 
Knee l i ng :  They  ne i t h e r  i n f i xed  upon  God f a t he r s 
a n d  G o d m o t h e r s ,  n o r  t h e  s i g n  o f  t h e  C ro s s .  I f 
t h e s e  a re  Ho r r i d  t h i n g s ,  (wh i ch  i s  you r  L anguage 
a n d  n o t  m i n e , )  t h e y  k e p t  f r e e  f r o m  t h e m  a n d 
h a d  C o n n i v a n c e .  O r  i f  i n  a n y  o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s 
s ome  o f  t h em  d i d  f a l l  i n  w i t h  t h e  S t r e am ,  t h ey
 S 3 yet
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y e t  k e p t  t h e i r  L i b e r t y  i n  s u c h  t h i n g s  a s  t h e y 
j u d g ’d  s i n f u l ;  a s  t o  w h i c h  t h e r e  wa s  mu c h  t h e 
s ame  d i f f e ren c e  o f  App rehen s i on ,  among  s eve r a l 
P e r s o n s ,  t h e n ,  a s  n o w.  S u c h  o f  t h e m  a s  d i d 
u se  Godf a ther s  and  Godmother s  when the  Paren t s 
d e s i r ’d  t h e m ,  ye t  c o u l d  n o t  b y  a n y  m e a n s  b e 
p reva i l ’d  w i t h ,  t o  e x c l u d e  Pa r e n t s  f r om  t h e i r  R i g h t 
t o  Ded i c a t e  t h e i r  Ch i l d r e n ,  t o  God ,  when  they  de - 
c l a r ’d  t h e m s e l ve s  r e a d y  f o r  i t ,  a n d  c a m e  w i t h 
t he i r  C l a im ;  a s  s ome  o f  you ,  I  doub t ,  a re  f o rc ’d 
t o  d o .  T h e y  d i d  n o t  r e c k o n  t h o s e  i r r e g u l a r , 
t h a t  w i t h d r e w  t h e i r  C h i l d r e n  b e f o r e  t h e  s i g n 
o f  t h e  C ro s s  wa s  m a d e .  S o m e  o f  t h e m  re c ko n ’d 
t h e  s i g n  o f  t h e  C ro s s ,  a  n e w  S a c r a m e n t  a d d e d  t o 
Chr i s t ’s ;  and there fore  would not  use  i t  a t  a l l  (nor 
w i l l  t ho se  in  ou r  t ime s  tha t  have  tha t  Apprehen- 
s i on ) :  Bu t  such  o f  t hem a s  h ad  the  mos t  f avou r - 
able  thought s  o f  i t ,  and cou ld  use  i t  where  i t  was 
i n s i s t e d  on ,  ye t  du r s t  no t  i n s i s t  u po n  i t ,  wh e re 
t h o s e  t h a t  we r e  c o n c e r n ’d ,  d e s i r ’d  t o  wave  i t . 
They  d id  no t  dec l a re  tho se  s av ’d  who dy ’d  impe- 
n i t e n t :  They  a l t e r ’d  t h e  O f f i c e ,  wh e re  t h ey  a p - 
p r e h e n d e d  t h a t  t o  b e  t h e  C a s e .  N o r  d i d  t h e y 
p ronounce  t h e  Gre ek  Chu rch  d amn ’d ,  bu t  wav ’d 
t h e  D a m n a t o r y  C l a u s e s .  A n d  h e r e i n  t h e y 
a c t ed  s a f e l y  enough ;  be ing  unde r  no  engagemen t 
t o  u s e  a l l  t h e  Pa r t s  a n d  O f f i c e s  o f  t h e  L i t u r g y 
w i t h o u t  v a r y i n g .  M a n y  o f  t h e m ,  n e ve r  s wo r e 
a t  a l l  t o  O b e y  t h e i r  O r d i n a r y ;  m u c h  l e s t  t o 
Obey Suspec ted Canons wi thout  re se r ve ;  or to  Obey the 
E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  C o u r t s .  H a d  yo u  C o n s i d e r ’d  t h i s , 
I  h a r d l y  t h i n k  yo u  wo u l d  h a v e  t r i u m p h ’d  s o 
m i g h t i l y  i n  t h e  m e n t i o n i n g  t h e i r  C a s e :  A n d 
w h e t h e r  t h e  ove r l o o k i n g  s u c h  t h i n g s  a s  t h e s e 
be  f a i r  and  impa r t i a l ,  I  l e ave  to  your  own s econd 
Thought s .  In  your  Ca se,  indeed  when your  Obl i - 
g a t i on s  a re  s o  s t r a i t ,  I  g r a n t  you  may  we l l  e no ’ 
t a lk  o f  Chr i s t i an  Obed i en c e :  But  the re  was  no t  the 
s a m e  R e a s o n  f o r  i t  i n  t h e i r  C a s e ;  w h o  we r e
  not
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n o t  u n d e r  s u c h  C o n f i n e m e n t s  a s  yo u  a r e :  N o r 
sha l l  I  in  our  ca se,  th ink our  compl iance wi th  the 
Con fo r mi t y  requ i r ’d ,  any  p a r t  o f  Chr i s t i an  Obe- 
d i ence,  t i l l  you  p rove  th a t  ou r  Gove r no r s  h ave  a 
r i g h t  t o  I m p o s e ,  i n  t h o s e  t h i n g s  i n  w h i c h  t h ey 
requi re  our  submis s ion .  I  am not  a sham’d to  own, 
a n d  s t a n d  t o  i t ,  t h a t  b e s i d e s  t h e  l a w f u l n e s s  o r 
un l aw f u l n e s s  o f  t h e  t h ing s  requ i r ’d  upon  Con fo r - 
mity,  I  am for  looking into the Commiss ion of  the 
Impo se r s ,  and  s e e ing  how f a r  t hey  a re  wa r r an t ed 
by h im f rom whom a l l  Power  in  these  th ings  mus t 
p roceed :  And  a f t e r  a l l ,  s hou l d  t h i nk  i t  a  s h rewd 
A r g u m e n t  o f  my  b e i n g  f r e e  f ro m  a n  O b l i g a t i o n 
t o  y i e l d  t o  t h e i r  Demand s ,  i f  I  c o u l d  n o t  f a l l  i n 
w i t h  t h e  p r e va i l i n g  s e n s e  o f  t h o s e  wh o  h a v e  h a d  t h e 
c a r e  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  e v e r  s i n c e  i t s  S e t t l e m e n t . 
Yo u r  f r e q u e n t  a r g u i n g  i n  s o  p e c u l i a r  a  m a n n e r , 
a n d  ye t  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  I  d o u b t  n o t  w i t h  s o 
good  a  mean ing ,  i s  t o  me  an  add i t iona l  ev idence 
t o  wha t  you  c i t e  f rom  Mr.  Bax t e r ,  how  po s s i b l e 
i t  i s  f o r  p i ou s  Pe r s on s  t o  a c t  s i n c e re l y,  a n d  ye t 
have  d i f f e ren t  Sen t iment s ,  and  Prac t i ce  d i f f e ren t - 
l y.  Bu t  me th ink s  you  shou ld  no  more  l ook  upon 
yo u r  s e l f  a s  c e n s u r ’d  a n d  c o n d e m n ’d ,  by  t h o s e 
who  make  i t  a ppe a r  by  wha t  s t reng th  t hey  h ave, 
t h a t  t hey  upon  g round s  th a t  a re  j u s t i f i ab l e  d i f f e r 
f rom you ,  th an  you  wou ld  be  w i l l i ng  to.  be  re c - 
kon ’d  t o  c en su re  and  condemn  them,  by  j u s t i f y - 
i ng  you r  own  App rehen s i on  and  P r a c t i c e,  i n  t h e 
things wherein you differ from them.

And  i f  I  h ave  no t  e x p o s ’d  you  t h i s  way,  by  a t - 
t empt ing  to  shew tha t  the  e j e c t ed  Min i s t e r s ,  and 
t h e y  w h o  s u c c e e d  t h e m ,  h a v e  r e a s o n  t o  t a k e 
th ing s  i n  a  d i f f e ren t  s en s e  f rom your s ,  much  l e s s 
am I  chargable  a s  blameably expos ing  you the other 
way,  by  t ak ing  no t i c e  o f  you r  d i f f e r i ng  f rom the 
B o d y  o f  t h e  C h u rc h  yo u  p l e a d  f o r .  I  mu s t  b e g 
you  to  con s i de r,  t h a t  i f  you r s  wa s  t he  p reva i l i ng
 S 4 sense,
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sense,  there could be no poss ib i l i ty  of  my thi s  way 
e x p o s i n g  you ;  a nd  s o  l ong  a s  wh e r e  t h e  Con s t i t u - 
t i o n  ha s  l e f t  you  l i b e r t y  a s  t o  p ra c t i c e ,  you ,  fo r  any 
th ing ,  we  have  to  s ay,  may  f re e l y  t a k e  i t ,  (wh i ch 
i s  the  sum of  what  you p lead  for )  meth inks  tho ’ I 
f a l l  in  wi th  those  among your  Bre th ren ,  (whom I 
t ake  to  be  a  cons iderable  ma jor i ty )  who th ink the 
Con s t i t u t i on  wou ld  no t  l e ave  u s  t h a t  l i b e r t y  un- 
d e r  i t ,  a s  M e n  o f  yo u r  S e n t i m e n t s  o f t e n  t a ke , 
you  c an  h ave  no  g re a t  r e a s on  t o  comp l a i n .  And 
i f  we  may  b e  a l l ow ’d  t o  f o r m  a  gue s s ,  f rom  t h e 
l a t e  Repre sen ta t ions  o f  the  Lower  House  o f  Con- 
voca t ion ,  had  they  but  l ibe r ty  to  ac t  accord ing  to 
the i r  Judgment s ,  you ’d  soon  s ee  whe the r  by  such 
a  De f en c e  o f  t h e  Chu rch  a s  you r s ,  you  h ad  no t 
exp o s ’d  you r  s e l f ,  r a the r  th an  been  exp o s ’d  by  me 
or others.

Howeve r,  i f  you  p l e a s e ,  you  may  be  s o  c and i d 
a s  t o  b e l i eve ,  t h a t  i n  t h e .  men t i on i ng  t h i s  bo t h 
be fo re  and  now,  I  a im  a t  s t i r r i ng  you  up  t o  be - 
th ink  your  s e l f ,  wha t  so r t  o f  In te re s t  you  a re  en- 
d e avo u r i n g  t o  s u p p o r t ,  a n d  w h o  a r e  l i ke  t o  b e 
t h e  g a i n e r s :  A t  l e a s t  I  s hou l d  t h i nk  i t  wou l d  b e 
a s  n a t u r a l ,  a n d  m o r e  l i k e  a  G e n t l e m a n  a n d  a 
Chr istian too, than to represent it as either disingenu- 
o u s  o r  m a l i t i o u s ,  w h i c h  a r e  h a rd  Wo rd s ;  Wo rd s 
that I have no inclination to return.

M y  a i m  i n  t h e  s h o r t  H i s t o r y  o f  H i g h  a n d  L o w 
Chur c h ,  which so  much d i s turb s  you,  was  expre s ly 
men t i on ’d ;  and  t h e re f o re  no t  ve r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  b e 
u n d e r s t o o d .  I t  wa s  t o  s e t  b e f o r e  yo u  t h e  s t r e a m 
o f  t h e  P ro c e e d i n g s  a b o u t  E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  A f f a i r s 
f rom the  f i r s t ;  a nd  conv ince  you ,  t h a t  t h e  s en s e 
g iven  to  th ing s  on  our  s ide,  i s  the  s ame in  which 
t h ey  h ave  b e e n  g e n e r a l l y  u n d e r s t o o d ,  by  t h o s e 
t o  whom t h e  c a re  o f  t h e  Con s t i t u t i on  h a s  b e en 
in t r u s t ed ,  and  the re fo re  no t  to  be  s t i l ed ,  a  s e t  o f 
E x t r a l e g a l  a n d  Pa r t i c u l a r  S e n t i m e n t s .  T h i s  I  mu s t
  confess
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c o n f e s s  s t i l l  a p p e a r s  t o  m e  m u c h  t o  t h e  p u r - 
pose.

A s  fo r  you ,  who  t ake  s eve r a l  t h ing s  i n  a  d i f f e - 
ren t  s en s e  f rom the  g ene r a l i t y  o f  you r  B re th ren , 
I  d a re  n o t  c h a r g e  yo u  w i t h  b re a k i n g  yo u r  S u b - 
s c r i p t i o n s  a n d  E n g a g e m e n t s ;  bu t  yo u  mu s t  g i ve 
me  l e ave  t o  s ay,  t h a t  you r  s en s e  o f  t h em  d i f f e r s 
f rom  t h a t  o f  you r  B re t h ren ,  who  h ave  a l l  a l ong 
b e e n  t h e  p reva i l i n g  N u m b e r,  a n d  a r e  s o  a t  t h i s 
Day.

What  you  quote  ou t  o f  Dr.  J ohn  Bu r g e s s ,  make s 
r a ther  fo r  me than  you .  For  you see  f rom thence, 
that an honest Man may refuse Ceremonies,  without 
ho l d i n g  t h em  ab s o l u t e l y  un l aw fu l .  Bu t  you  may 
ea s i ly  be  suppos ’d  to  over look tha t ,  when you te l l 
me so  pos i t ive ly,  tha t  I  g ive  you no  in s t an c e  o f  any 
one  d i s c onn t enan c ’d  f o r  omi t t i ng  any  Ce r emony  o r  Im- 
po s i t i on ,  in  th e  manne r  and  unde r  th e  l im i t a t i on s  ex~ 
p r e s s ’d  i n  y o u r  D e f e n c e .  H e re  yo u  ove r l o o k  w i t h 
a  w i t n e s s .  T h a t  w h i c h  i t  s e e m s  h i n d e r ’d  yo u 
f ro m  m i n d i n g  t h e  s u i t a b l e n e s s  o f  t h e  I n s t a n c e s 
p roduc ’d ,  wa s  t h i s ;  Tha t  I  b r i n g  i n  t h e  mo s t  r i g o - 
r ou s  B i shop s  d e c l a r ing  tha t  th ey  pun i sh ’d  none  bu t  f o r 
C on t emp t ,  w i t h  wh i ch  you  i n t ima t e  you  a re  no t 
c h a r g e a b l e .  Ve r y  we l l !  B u t  I  p r a y,  S i r ,  w h a t 
s o r t  o f  Pe r s o n s  we re  t h ey  t h a t  t h e  wa r m  A rc h - 
b i s h o p  W h i t g i f t  c h a r g ’d  w i t h  C o n t e m p t ?  We r e 
they not  such a s  forbore  the  Cros s  and Godf a ther s 
i n  B a p t i s m ,  a n d  K n e e l i n g  a t  t h e  C o m m u n i o n , 
a n d  t h e  l i k e  C e r e m o n i e s ,  w h e n  t h e y  t h o u g h t 
t h ey  h ad  a  j u s t  o c c a s i on ?  And  don ’t  you  do  t h e 
s ame ?  And  cou l d  you r  Me thod  t h en  h ave  p a s s ’d 
w i th  h im  fo r  a g re e ab l e  t o  t h e  f o r m  o f  L aw  p re - 
s c r i b ’d ?  W h e n  yo u r  C o u r s e  a n d  P r a c t i c e  i s  t h e 
ve r y  s a m e  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  c h a r g ’d  a s  C o n t e m p t  i n 
o t h e r s ,  by  t ho s e  who  h ave  b e en  a t  He lm  i n  t h e 
Church ,  why shou ld  i t  o f f end you tha t  I  t ake  no- 
t i c e  o f  i t ?  Why  s hou l d  i t  b e  s uppo s ’d  I  d e s i g n ’d
  to
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to  pu t  you r  Gove r no r s  i n  m ind  t o  pun i sh  you ,  i f  you 
Bap t i z ’d  w i thou t  God f a the r s ,  and  t he  Cro s s ,  and 
a d m i t t e d  Pe r s o n s  t o  t h e  C o m m u n i o n  w i t h o u t 
K n e e l i n g ?  A l a s s ,  S i r ,  t h e y  k n ow  t h e i r  Powe r 
we l l  e n o u g h .  I t  n e e d s  n o  g r e a t  d e g r e e  o f  yo u r 
Cha r i t y  t o  f r ame  an  Excu s e,  whe re  t h e re  wa s  no 
G u i l t .  M y  o n l y  i n t e n t i o n  wa s  t o  c o nv i n c e  yo u 
t h a t  you r  S ch eme  and  Me thod  c ro s s ’d  t h e  s e n s e 
o f  t h o s e  w h o  h ave  h a d  t h e  A t t e n d a n t ;  c r o s s ’d 
t h e i r  avow ’d  d e c l a r ’d  p u b l i c k  S e n s e :  B u t  i f  t h e 
sen se  o f  such  a  Man a s  Whi t g i f t ,  who was  f ix ’d  a t 
He lm ju s t  a f t e r  the  Se t t l ement  o f  our  Ecc le s i a s t i - 
c a l  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  m u s t  b e  r a n k ’d  w i t h  t h e  o d d 
O p i n i o n s  o f  p r i va t e  M e n ,  I  t h i n k  ve r i l y  i t ’s  t i m e 
t o  h ave  d o n e  a r g u i n g ,  f o r  i t  c a n ’t  b e  t o  mu c h 
p u r p o s e .  F o r  my  p a r t ,  I  a s  l i t t l e  l i k e  i t ,  t h a t 
any  p a r t i cu l a r  s e t  o f  Chr i s t an s  s hou ld  app r o p r i a t e 
t o  t h emse l ve s  t h e  name  o f  P r o f e s s o r s ,  a s  you do,  tha t 
the  High  Par ty  shou ld  app r op r i a t e  t o  t h ems e l ve s  t h e 
n a m e  o f  t h e  C h u r c h .  A n d  I  a m  a s  we l l  s a t i s f y ’d 
a s  you  your  s e l f ;  t h a t  t h e  ma j o r  p a r t  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t 
B i shops  a r e  a s  t ru ly  o f  and f o r  the  Chur c h  a s  the  r e s t : 
B u t  i f  yo u  wo u l d  t h e r e by  i n s i n u a t e ,  t h a t  t h e y 
a re  o f  your  mind  a s  to  the  s en se  o f  the  Ter ms  o f 
Con fo r m i t y,  t ho ’ I  doub t  you  g ive  a  h i n t  wh i ch 
they  in  the  p re sen t  Junc tu re  wi l l  no t  much thank 
you for,  yet unti l  they publickly declare themselves, 
i t  wou ld  no t  s i gn i f i e  much  to  a r gue,  wha t  A l t e - 
ra t ion even thei r  sense would occas ion,  when con- 
t r a r y  to  the  cu r ren t  s t re am f rom the  f i r s t  Se t t l e - 
ment of the Constitution. 

Bu t  when  I  a im ’d ,  by  my  H i s t o r i c a l  A c coun t , 
t o  r ep re s en t  the  Chur c h as  oppos i t e  to  your  Sent iment s , 
how doe s  i t  appea r  t h a t  my H i s t o r y  c o n t ra d i c t s  my 
D e s i g n ?  A l l  t h a t  I  d e s i g n ’d ,  wa s  t o  p rove ,  t h a t 
t he  Gove r no r s  o f  t he  Church  had  gene r a l l y  been 
o f  a  sense  d i f f e rent  f rom your s ,  and manag ’d  Mat- 
t e r s  a c c o rd i n g l y ;  a n d  t h i s  i s  p rov ’d  by  my  H i -
  story;
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s t o r y ;  w h e r e  t h e n  l i e s  t h e  C o n t r a d i c t i o n ?  W hy 
i t  s e ems ,  I  s h ew  by  my  H i s t o r y,  t h a t  a  p a r t  o f  t h e 
C h u r c h  h a s  a l l  a l o n g  b e e n  o f  y o u r  m i n d .  Ve r y 
t r ue.  I  had been incons i s tent  wi th my se l f  i f  I  had 
no t  own ’d  t h i s ;  when  I  h a d  d e c l a r ’d ,  t h a t  I  f e l l 
i n  w i t h  yo u ,  a s  t o  yo u r  g e n e r a l  Po s i t i o n ,  t h a t 
there  had been two sor t s  o f  Per sons  in the Church 
f rom the  f i r s t  Re fo r ma t ion :  But  a s  long  a s  i t  ap- 
p e a r s  t h ey  we re  t h e  s m a l l e r  Pa r t ,  t h e  i n f e r i o u r 
Pa r t ,  t h a t  we n t  yo u r  way,  w h i l e  t h o s e  c l o a t h ’d 
w i t h  Au tho r i t y  we re  g ene r a l l y  o f  a no the r  m ind , 
a n d  r a n  i n  a n o t h e r  s t r a i n ,  my  H i s t o r y  i s  s o  f a r 
f rom c o n t ra d i c t i n g  my  De s i gn ,  t h a t  i t  mos t  e f f e f iu - 
a l l y  re a che s  i t .  I t  l ook s  a  l i t t l e  uncou th  f o r  you 
to  t a lk  to  o ther s  o f  t h e  d ep th  o f  t h e i r  g r e a t  Rea son-  
i n g ,  wh i l e  you  Humble  upon  such  p l a i n  Ground . 
B u t  w h e n  I  h a d  p rove d ,  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l i t y  o f 
t he  Gove r no r s  o f  t he  Church ,  f rom i t s  f i r s t  S e t - 
t l emen t ,  h ave  unde r s t ood  t he  Te r ms ,  o f  Con fo r - 
m i t y  a s  we  do,  f o r  you  t o  c a l l  my  a s s e r i ng  i t ,  a 
Con c l u s i on  b eyond  t h e  P r em i s e s,  and  a  s t r e t c h  i n  Ar - 
g u i n g  t o  b e  w o n d e r ’d  a t ,  s e e m s  t o  l o o k  a s  i f  yo u 
could not a l low your se l f  to suppose any Conclus i- 
on could be wel l  g rounded that  makes  aga ins t  you: 
But  i t  were  ju s t l y  t o  b e  wonde r ’d  a t ,  i f  you  he re in 
could expect a general concurrence. 

Yo u  s e e m  p l e a s ’d  w i t h  t h e  H a r m o ny.  yo u  a p - 
p rehend  . you  d i s ce r n  be tween  Mr.  Hoad ly ’s  Sen se 
a n d  yo u r s .  ’ T i s  p i t y  t o  ro b  yo u  o f  yo u r  S a t i s - 
f a c t i o n .  T h o ’ f o r  my  p a r t  I  mu s t  ow n ,  t h a t  h e 
seems to me sometimes to f a l l  in with the Imposer s 
a g a i n s t  yo u ;  a n d  a t  o t h e r  t i m e s ,  t o  s i d e  w i t h 
yo u  a g a i n s t  t h e m .  H owe ve r ,  h av i n g  s o  p l a i n l y 
r e f e r r e d  yo u  t o  B i s h o p  Ay l m e r ,  a n d  t h e  A r c h - 
b i s h o p s  W h i t g i f t ,  B a n c r o f t ,  L a u d ,  a n d  o t h e r s , 
m e t h i n k s  yo u  c a r r y ’d  t h e  m a t t e r  mu c h  t o o  f a r , 
w h e n  yo u  t e l l  m e  I  h a n ’t  p r o d u c ’d  o n e  B i s h o p  o r 
D iv in e  own ing  ou r  s en s e  o f  t h i n g s,  i n  any  Pa r t i c u l a r ,
  saving
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s a v i n g  t h a t  o n e  o f  e x c l u d i n g  t h e  S c r u p u l o u s .  Yo u r 
three Queries that follow, I must not omit.

You  a sk  me,  Whe th e r  t h e  c a r e  o f  t h e  Con s t i t u t i o n 
wa s  n o t  a s  mu c h  i n t r u s t e d  w i t h  Gr inda l  and  Abbo t , 
a s  w i t h  W h i t g i f t  a n d  L a u d ?  A  p ro p e r  Q u e s t i o n 
e n o u g h ,  I  c o n f e s s ,  h a d  yo u  g i ve n  g o o d  p ro o f , 
t h a t  Gr ind a l  and  Abbo t  h ad  pub l i ck l y  g iven  the i r 
s en s e  a s  t o  t he  Te r ms  o f  Con fo r mi t y,  d i f f e ren t l y 
f r o m  t h e  o t h e r  t w o .  T h e y  w e r e  n o t  i n d e e d 
so  eager  in  urg ing  the  Impos i t ions ;  they  admi t ted 
m o r e  i n t o  L i v i n g s  w i t h o u t  S u b s c r i p t i o n ;  t h e y 
we r e  a g a i n s t  p ro s e c u t i n g  u s e f u l  M i n i s t e r s ,  t h a t 
wou ld  bu t  re ad  the  ma in  o f  t he  L i tu rgy,  and  u s e 
s u c h  o f  t h e  C e re m o n i e s  a s  t h ey  d i d  n o t  e s t e e m 
s i n f u l :  B u t  t h a t  t h ey  s o  d i f f e r ’d  f ro m  t h e m ,  a s 
t o  g ive  ano the r  s en s e  o f  t he  Obl i g a t i on  o f  t ho s e 
th a t  d id  Sub sc r i be  in  the  mos t  u sua l  Fo r m,  I  am 
not aware.

W h e n  yo u  f a r t h e r  q u e r y.  W h e t h e r  t h e ,  c a r e  o f 
t h e  Cons t i t u t i on  b en ’t  a s  mu c h  in t ru s t ed  w i th  t h e  B i - 
s h o p s  n o w,  a s  w i t h  t h e m  i n  16 6 2 ?  I  r e p l y ;  T h e i r 
l e g a l  Power  i s  w i thou t  doub t  t he  s ame ;  and  th a t 
they  wi l l  admi t  a  d i f f e ren t  s en se  o f  the  Ter ms  o f 
C o n f o r m i t y,  f r o m  w h a t  w a s  c u r r e n t  a m o n g 
the i r  P redece s so r s  a t  t he  t ime  you  men t ion ,  w i l l 
t h en  be  c red i b l e ,  when  t hey  h ave  t hough t  f i t  t o 
m a ke  a ny  p u b l i c k  d e c l a r a t i o n  t o  t h a t  p u r p o s e ; 
n o t  b e f o r e :  B u t  f o r  a n  o b e d i e n t  S o n  o f  t h e 
Church ,  to  a sk .  Whe th e r  w i s e  and  h o ly  Men  ou t  o f 
t h e  Gove r nmen t ,  may  n o t  b e  a s  a b l e  t o  j u d g e  o f  t h e 
C o n s t i t u t i o n  by  t h e  A r t i c l e s,  L i t u r g y,  a n d  L a w s  a - 
bou t  t h em,  and  th e i r  own engag emen t s  t h e r eun t o,  e ven 
a s  t h e  B i s h o p s  t h em s e l v e s ?  l o ok s  odd .  I  c a n ’t  bu t 
th ink  the  B i shop o f  Lin c o ln  wi l l  expec t  more  De- 
f e rence  f rom a  P re sby t e r  i n  h i s  D ioce s e,  th a t  h a s 
swo r n  C a n o n i c a l  O b e d i e n c e  t o  h i m ,  t h a n  t h a t 
amounts to.
  I hope
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I  hope you’ l l  a l low me to  put  one Quer y  in  my 
t u r n ;  a n d  I  t h i n k  i t  a  f a i r  o n e .  ’ T i s  o n l y  t h i s : 
W h e t h e r  yo u  yo u r  s e l f  b e l i e ve  t h e  S t o r y  yo u 
h ave  i n s e r t e d  o u t  o f  t h e  S e c o n d  Vo l u m e  o f  t h e 
L i f e  o f  K ing  Wil l i am ,  tha t  c a s t s  the  b l ame  o f  ob- 
s t r u s t i ng  t h e  Un ion ,  a f t e r  t h e  Revo lu t i on ,  upon 
t h e  P r e s by t e r i a n s ?  I f  yo u  d o  r e a l l y  b e l i eve  i t ,  I 
wo u l d  d e s i r e  yo u  t o  c o n s i d e r ,  t h a t  i t  wa s  t h e 
e j ec ted  Min i s t e r s  themse lve s  tha t  were  concer n ’d , 
and not  the i r  Suc c e s s o r s,  who s e  Age  ( t o  s ay  no  mo r e ) 
you  h ave  f r a nk l y  t o l d  u s  y o u  c a n ’t  t h i n k  r e q u i r e s 
t h e  s a m e  R e v e r e n c e :  A n d  t h e r e f o r e  i f  I  we r e  i n 
you r  c a s e ,  I  wou ld  no t  f o r  t h e  f u tu re  p ro f e s s  s o 
much respect  for  the Memory of  these  ang r y Gen- 
t l e m e n ,  t h a t  o b s t r u c t e d  t h e  U n i o n .  I f  yo u  d o 
not  be l ieve the t r uth of  the Fact ,  and yet  have re- 
l a t ed  i t ,  i t  may  be  wor th  your  whi l e  to  cons ide r, 
whe t h e r  you  a re  no t  p l a i n l y  gu i l t y  o f  wha t  you 
i n j u r i o u s l y  c h a r g e  u p o n  yo u r  N e i g h b o u r ;  t h a t 
i s ,  o f  g r o und l e s ly  i n s i nu a t i n g  wha t  you  d a r e  n o t  a s - 
sert.

A s  to  the  Head  o f  Re-o rd i na t i on ,  I  th ink  I  have 
s a id  enough,  and am not  for  need le s s  Repet i t ions . 
Wha t  you  h ave  a dvanc ’d  a f re s h ,  I  h ave  s e r i ou s l y 
con s i de r ’d .  Your  In s inua t i on ,  a s  i f  Pop i sh  P r i e s t s 
a re  to  be  Re-o rda in ’d  i n  the  Church  o f  Eng l and , 
wa s ,  I  mu s t  c on f e s s ,  s u r p r i s i n g  a nd  n ew  t o  me. 
Howeve r,  t h a t  i t  i s  a  s t r a i n  u p o n  t h e  A c t  o f  Un i - 
f o r m i t y,  t o  im a g i n e  t h e  P o p i s h  O rd i n a t i o n s  a r e  p r e - 
f e r r ’d  b e f o r e  O rd i n a t i o n s  by  P r e s by t e r s ,  when  i t  re - 
qu i re s  a  Re-ord ina t ion in  the  l a t te r  ca se,  and say s 
n o t h i n g  a s  t o  t h e  f o r m e r ,  I  s h o u l d  h a rd l y  h ave 
expec t ed  wou ld  h ave  been  dec l a red  by  one,  who 
bu t  i n  the  Page  be fo re  own ’d  in  so  many  Word s , 
t h a t  t h e  O rd i n a t i o n  o f  P o p i s h  P r i e s t s  wa s  e s t e e m ’d 
va l i d  f o r m e r l y .  I f  b e f o re  t h a t  A c t  Po p i s h  O rd e r s 
we re  va l i d ,  a n d  t h a t  A c t  wa s  s o  f a r  f ro m  i nva - 
l i d a t i n g  t h e m ,  a s  t o  s ay  n o t h i n g  o f  t h e m ,  t h e n  I
  think
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th ink they  mus t  be  va l id  s t i l l ;  which can ’t  be  s a id 
a s  t o  P re s by t e r i a n  Ord in a t i on ,  b e c au s e  t h e  con - 
t r a r y  i s  d ec l a r ’d  so  p l a i n l y.  Th i s ,  I  mus t  con f e s s , 
I  look upon a s  a  p re fe r r ing  Popi sh  be fore  Pre sby- 
t e r i an  Ord in a t i on .  Bu t  when  i t  i s  a cknow ledg ’d , 
t h a t  Pop i s h  Ord in a t i on  wa s  va l i d ,  a nd  a c co rd ing 
to  Law,  be fo re  th a t  Ac t ,  t o  f e t ch  a  Pa r a l l e l  f rom 
M a h u m e t a n i s m ,  o r  a ny  t h i n g  e l s e  i n  w h i c h  t h e 
L aw  and  P r a c t i s e  i n  t h e  Chu rch  o f  Eng l a n d  h a d 
no concer n,  ra ther  tends  to confound People,  than 
t o  g ive  t h em  t h e  c l e a r e r  L i g h t  yo u  h a d  p ro m i s ’d 
them just before,

B u t  i t  s e e m s  yo u  a r e  a p t  t o  t h i n k  t h e  A c t  o f 
Un i f o r m i t y  d o e s  e x c l u d e  P o p i s h  P r i e s t s .  I  mu s t  d e - 
c l a re  I ’m hea r t i l y  conten t  i t  shou ld  do  so :  And i f 
In s t e ad  o f  the  in s t ance  o f  one  Antony  Egan e ,  you 
cou l d  p roduc e  a  hund red ,  I  s hou l d  r e j o i c e :  Bu t 
whe th e r  a  Pop i s h  P r i e s t  b e com ing  a  Conve r t  t o 
t h e  C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d ,  a n d  d e c l a r i n g  h i m s e l f 
ready  to  Assen t ,  Consen t ,  and Subs c r i b e ,  but  in s i s t - 
i ng  on  h i s  Pop i sh  Ord in a t i on  a s  t r u l y  Ep i s copa l , 
i n  t h e  s e n s e  o f  o u r  L aw,  wo u l d  n o t  b e  a b l e  t o 
make  h i s  own way  to  a  L iv ing  when p re sen ted  to 
it, I still much question.

Yo u r ,  s t a r t i n g  t h i s  m a t t e r ,  h a t h  p u t  m e  u p o n 
m a k i n g  s o m e  E n q u i r i e s ;  a n d  I  f i n d  t h a t  Po p i s h 
P r i e s t s  c om ing  ove r  t o  you r  Ch u rc h ,  a r e  s o me - 
t i m e s  R e - o rd a i n ’d ;  a n d  a t  o t h e r  t i m e s  a d m i t t e d 
w i t hou t  i t ;  wh i ch  t h ey  cou l d  no t  b e,  i f  t h e  Va - 
l i d i t y  o f  the i r  Pop i sh  Orde r s  were  ove r th rown by 
t h e  A c t  f o r  U n i f o r m i t y.  M o n s i e u r  D u  Va l ,  w h o 
wa s  twen t y  f i ve  Ye a r s  a  Bened i c t i n e  Monk ,  a nd 
twe lve  Year s  Pr io r  o f  h i s  Order,  becoming  a  Pro- 
t e s t an t ,  wa s  Re-orda in ’d  a t  Zur i c h  i n  Swi tze r l and ; 
a n d  a f t e r w a r d s  c o m i n g  i n t o  E n g l a n d ,  o f f e r ’d 
h i m s e l f  t o  b e  O rd a i n ’d  a g a i n  by  t h e  B i s h o p  o f 
London ,  who  wav ’d  i t ,  on  the  a c coun t  o f  h i s  h a - 
v ing  re c e iv ’d  Ep i s copa l  Orde r s  i n  t he  Church  o f
  Rome
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Rome.  Mons i eu r  Pr e f o nda i n e  and  Mons i eu r  Deau - 
b ro c he ,  were  both of  them Popi sh  Pr ie s t s ,  and now 
Of f i c i a t e,  a ccord ing  to  the  Ri te s  and  Ceremonie s 
o f  t h e  C h u rc h  o f  E n g l a n d ,  i n  t h e  C o n g re g a t i o n 
in  Pea r l -S t ree t  in  Sp i t t l e -F ie ld s ,  and ,  a s  I  am in- 
f o r m ’d ,  we r e  n eve r  R e - o rd a i n ’d .  M o n s i e u r  A r - 
g e n t e u l ,  A bb o t  l ’ O zo k ,  M o n s i e u r  R e n a u l t ,  M o n - 
s i eu r  Ri c hon ,  and  o the r s ,  have,  been  Re-orda in ’d , 
no t  a s  u r g ’d  t o  i t  by  t h e  B i s hop,  bu t  t o  s a t i s f i e 
the Cong regat ions  where they Off ic ia te,  who scru- 
p l ed  t h e i r  Pop i s h  Ord in a t i on ,  a nd  requ i r ’d  t h e i r 
be ing Re-orda in ’d ,  a s  an  ev idence  o f  the  s incer i ty 
o f  t h e i r  C o nve r s i o n ,  a n d  a  p ro p e r  M e t h o d  t o 
p reve n t  t h e i r ,  p l ay i n g  s u c h  Tr i c k s ,  a s  t h e  C o n - 
s i s t o r y  a t  t he  Savoy  we l l  knows  some  have  done ; 
who a f te r  be ing  admi t ted  upon the i r  Recanta t ion , 
h ave  re t u r n ’d  b a ck  t o  F ran c e .  Fo r  any  t h i ng  t h a t 
appea r s ,  your  Antony  Egane  migh t  be  Re-orda in ’d 
on  s ome  su ch  a c coun t ;  and  t h e re f o re  I  c an ’t  s e e 
tha t  th i s  ca se,  t i l l  be t te r  c lea r ’d ,  g ive s  any  g round 
for an Argument.

And why mus t  I  be  so  in su l ted  about  Mr.  Hum- 
p h r e y s ?  Yo u  r e f e r r ’d  m e  t o  h i m ;  a n d  I  r e f e r r e d 
yo u  b a c k  t o  t h e  s a m e  A u t h o r .  Yo u  r e f e r r e d  m e 
t o  h i s  Tr a c t  i n  Tw e l v e s  u p o n  R e - o r d i n a t i o n .  I 
to ld  you,  tha t  i f  you had  read  h i s  Se cond  Di s c ou r s e 
on  the  s ame  Sub jec t ,  in  Qua r t o ,  you  wou ld  ha rd- 
l y  h ave  t hough t  t he  c i t i ng  h im  cou ld  s e r ve  you r 
purpose.

You  now t a l k  o f  a  Second  Ed i t i on  o f  h i s  Book 
on  t h a t  Sub j e c t ,  wh i ch  you  own  you  h ave  neve r 
seen ,  and  ye t  f rom thence  pre tend to  s e t  me  r i gh t . 
T h i s ,  I  c o n f e s s ,  i s  p l e a s a n t !  To  t u r n  a  S e c o n d 
D i s c o u r s e  u p o n  a  S u b j e c t  i n t o  a  S e c o n d  E d i t i o n , 
and  then  to  a rgue  f rom i t  w i thou t  s ee ing  i t !  Bu t 
you  s eem to  th ink ,  tha t  even  wha t  I  have  quo ted 
f r o m  t h e n c e ,  g i v e s  y o u  s o m e  A d v a n t a g e :  B y 
w h i c h  yo u  p l a i n l y  s h ew  yo u r  u n a c q u a i n t e d n e s s
  with
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w i t h  t h a t  g o o d  M a n ’s  S c h e m e  o f  T h o u g h t s , 
a n d  t h e  P a r t i c u l a r i t i e s  o f  h i s  C a s e .  I f  b e f o r e 
you  wr i t e  ag a in  you  I  bu t  be  a t  the  Pa in s  to  ge t 
and  pe r u s e,  no t  h i s  s e c o nd  Ed i t i o n ,  bu t  h i s  s e c o nd 
D i s c o u r s e  a b o u t  R e o r d i n a t i o n ,  p r i n t e d  i n  Q u a r t o, 
16 62 ,  you ’ l  p l a i n l y  s e e,  t h a t  wha t  I  a s s e r t ed  wa s 
upon  good  Ground s ,  v i z .  t h a t  t he  requ i r i ng  Re- 
o r d i n a t i o n  a f t e r  16 6 2 ,  o f  t h o s e  t h a t  h a d  b e e n 
O rd a i n ’d  by  P r e s by t e r s ,  wa s  r e a l l y  d e f i n ’d ,  a n d 
t e n d e d  t o  n u l l i f y  t h e i r  p a s t  O r d e r s ;  a n d  t h a t 
I  d id  no t  ove r l a sh  in  a s s e r t ing  i t ,  by  f a r  so  much 
a s  Mr.  Humph r e y s  h imse l f  whom you  re f e r red  me 
t o .  I  b e s e e c h  y o u  i n  y o u r  n e x t  I n d e x ,  d o n ’ t 
charge  me in  such a  Case  a s  th i s ,  wi th  c on s i s t en t ly 
a f f i r m i n g  t h i n g s  c o n t r a r y  t o  p l a i n  E v i d e n c e ,  l e a s t 
yo u  t e m p t  Pe o p l e  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  yo u  d o n ’t  s o 
mu c h  m i n d  w h e t h e r  yo u  h ave  G ro u n d  f o r  yo u r 
Charges ,  as  whether they are l ikely to make an Im- 
pression in your Favour, on such as think f i t  to take 
things upon Trust from you, without examining.

T h e  I n t ro d u c t i o n  t o  my  S e c o n d  Pa r t ,  ( w h i c h 
you  nex t  p roceed  to )  I  pub l i s h ’d  a s  t h e  Ground s 
o f  m y  o w n  N o n - c o n f o r m i t y.  I  p u b l i s h ’d  i t 
p a r t l y,  t o  a v o i d  t h e  S u p p o s i t i o n  I  f i n d  y o u 
and  s ome  o t h e r s  s o  i n c l i n ’d  t o  r un  upon  a s  i f  I 
c o n c u r r ’d  i n  e v e r y  t h i n g ; i n  m y  Te n t h  C h a p - 
t e r ,  i n  wh i ch  I  r e p re s en t ed  t h e  S en s e  o f  t h e  E - 
j e c t e d  M i n i s t e r s ;  a n d  p a r t l y  t h a t  i f  yo u  o r  a ny 
e l s e  wo u l d  f a vo u r  m e  w i t h  R e m a r k s ,  I  m i g h t 
h ave  t he  Bene f i t  o f  imp rov ing  by  t hem:  You  a re 
t h e  f i r s t  f rom whom I  h ave  h ad  any  Ob j e c t i on s ; 
a nd  I  s h a l l  i n  a  n a r row  compa s s  f r e e l y  c on s i d e r 
them, as far as I under Hand them.

You  i n t ima t e  t h a t  I  h ave  no t  made  due  a l l ow- 
an c e  f o r  t h e  D i f f e ren c e  b e tween  Ce r emon i e s  a nd 
e x t e r n a l  C i r c u m s t a n c e s .  I  a n swe r ,  I ’ m  f o r  a l l ow - 
i ng  a s  much  f o r  t he  D i f f e rence  be tween  them a s 
I  c a n  d i s c e r n  t o  b e  r e q u i s i t e .  I  d o  i n d e e d  c a l l
  Kneeling
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Kneel ing  and Dipping ,  Circurostances of  the two Sa- 
craments ,  because they are cer ta in Modes of  Dutys , 
tha t  a re  in  the  Genera l  requ i r ’d ,  wi thout  any  cer- 
ta in f ix ’d Mode of  Divine Appointment :  But  a s  for 
Godfathers ,  (where the Case does not in i t s  own na- 
ture require Sponsors) and the Cross in Baptism ,  I do 
c a l l  t h em Innova t i on s ,  b e c au s e  I  know no t  t h e i r 
Wa r r a n t .  Yo u  s ay,  t h a t  h av i n g  G o d f a t h e r s ,  a n d 
b e i n g  s i g n ’d  w i t h  t h e  C ro s s  a r e  Ci r c um s t a n c e s .  I 
h a t e  q u a r r e l l i n g  a b o u t  Wo rd s :  G ive  t h e m  w h a t 
Name you p lea se.  Ca l l  them Ceremon i e s ,  ca l l  them 
Ci r c um s t a n c e s ,  o r  wha t  e l s e  you  w i l l ,  i f  t h ey  a re 
s uch  Con f inemen t s ,  o r  L im i t a t i on s ,  o r  Add i t i on s 
a s  o u r  L o rd  h a s  n o t  e m p owe r ’d  a ny  s t r i c t l y  t o 
en jo in  i n  h i s  Church ,  I  h ave  wha t  I  a im  a t .  Bu t 
yo u  s a y,  s u c h  C e r e m o n i e s,  o r  C i r c u m s t a n c e s,  t h e 
Chu r c h  i n  a l l  Ag e s,  h a s  j ud g ’d  l aw fu ly  and  p ra c t i s ’d . 
I  rep ly,  tha t  s eve ra l  C i rcnms tance s  re l a t ing  to  the 
Wo r s h i p,  w h i c h  G o d  h a s  p r e s c r i b ’d ,  h ave  b e e n 
j udg ’d  L aw fu l  a nd  P r a c t i s e d ,  i s  no t  d eny ’d :  The 
Q u e r y  i s ,  w h e t h e r  a n y  h ave  a  D i v i n e  Wa r r a n t 
s o  t o  l i m i t  a ny  C i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  D i v i n e  Wo r - 
s h i p,  a s  t o  d e b a r  o t h e r s  a n  O p p o r t u n i t y  o f  a l l 
P u b l i c k  Wo r s h i p  t h a t  c a n ’t  c o m p l y ;  mu c h  m o re 
t o  a d d  a ny  p a r t s  o r  A p p e n d a g e s  t h e r e t o,  u n d e r 
a  p re tence  o f  g rea te r  Decency  and  order  than  the 
s u p re m e  L aw - g ive r  h a s  m a d e  a ny  P rov i s i o n  f o r . 
And ’tis under this Head that I desire Satisfaction.

You seem di s turb’d that ,  Suppos ing  the  Ceremonie s 
t h a t  t h e  Chu rch  o f  Eng l a nd  h a t h  d e c r e e d  a r e  l aw - 
fu l  in  themse lve s,  ye t  I  w i l l  no t  a l l ow tha t  the  Chur c h 
h a t h  P o w e r  t o  D e c r e e  t h e m  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g .  I  a n - 
s we r ,  I  n e ve r  y e t  d e c l a r ’d  t h a t  I  h e l d  a l l  t h e 
Ceremonie s  o f  the  Chur c h  o f  Eng l and  Lawfu l :  Bu t 
supposing they were,  I  can’t  a l low, that  the Church 
ha th  Power  to  decree  them,  so  a s  to  exc lude  such 
a s  a r e  ( a s  t h ey  t h i n k  u p o n  g o o d  r e a s o n s )  d i s s a - 
t i s f y ’d ,  t i l l  I  s e e  h e r  Commi s s i on .  And  I ’ l l  a dd ,
 T that

p. 54.



274[292] A Letter to Mr. Ollyffe Part III.

t h a t  I  t h i n k ;  yo u  h ave  m e n t i o n ’d  a n o t h e r  g o o d 
R e a s o n  a l s o ,  v i z .  T h a t  t h e  D i s p u t e d  C e r e m o - 
n ie s ,  a r e  no t  o f   t h e  na tu r e  o f  t ho s e  Regu l a t i on s  t ha t 
a r e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  b e  d e t e r m i n ’d .  I  d o  i n d e e d  ow n , 
that as to time and place, it is necessary there should 
b e  a  D e t e r m i n a t i o n .  B u t  w hy ?  B e c a u s e  i f  t h ey 
a re  unde te r mined  the re  c an  be  no  Wor sh ip.  Now 
m a ke  yo u r  u s e  o f  t h e  C o n c e s s i o n .  C a n  yo u  s ay 
the  s ame  o f  God fa t h e r s ,  and  the  Cro s s  i n  Bap t i sm , 
Knee l ing  a t  the  Communion,  and the  Sur p l i c e ?  You 
s ay  t h e  Ch i l d  mu s t  b e  b r o u g h t  t o  B a p t i s m  by  s o m e 
one  Pe r son  o r  ano the r,  though i t  b e  no t  ne c e s sa r y  i t  b e 
by  t h i s  Pa r t i c u l a r  P e r s o n .  Wha t  t h en ?  I s  i t  t h e re - 
fore  a s  neces sa r y  we should  have  Godfa the r s  in  or- 
der to the keeping up of  Bapti sm, as  i t  i s  that  t ime 
a nd  p l a c e  s hou l d  b e  d e t e r m in ’d  i n  o rd e r  t o  t h e 
k e e p i n g  u p  o f  P u b l i c k  Wo r s h i p ?  W i t h o u t  t h i s 
your  sugge s t ion  i s  noth ing  to  the  pur pose.  Aga in ; 
you  s ay,  t o  Con f e s s  Ch r i s t  C r u c i f y ’d  i s  a  n e c e s s a r y 
D u t y,  t h o u g h  i t  b e  n o t  n e c e s s a r y t o  b e  d o n e  by  o n e 
f o r m  o f  Wo rd s,  o r  by  o n e  s o r t  o f  S i g n ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e 
S i gn  o f  t h e  Cro s s  on  t h e  Fo r eh ead  i s  ve r y  s i gn i f i c an t . 
I  a n swe r ,  t h e  C o n f e s s i n g  C h r i s t  C r u c i f i e d  by  a 
B a p t i s m a l  D evo t e d n e s s  t o  h i m ,  i s  i n d e e d  a  n e - 
c e s s a r y  a n d  a  p l a i n l y  p re s c r i b e d  D u t y :  A n d  t h e 
S ign  to  be  u s ’d  in  tha t  So lemni ty  i s  f ix ’d  and  ap- 
po in ted :  Bu t  a s  fo r  ano the r  S ign ,  fo r  the  he igh t - 
n ing the  Confes s ion of  a  Cruc i fy ’d  Chr i s t ,  i t  i s  so 
f a r  f rom be ing  a  n e c e s s a r y  Du t y ,  t h a t  I  know no t 
t h a t  i t  i s  j u s t i f i a b l e .  Bu t  i f  you  wou ld  b r i ng  the 
ma t t e r  Home,  you  mu s t  s ay  t h a t  t h e  S i g n  o f  t h e 
Cro s s  i s  a s  neces sa r y  to  Bapt i sm a s  the  f ix ing t ime 
and place i s  to Publ ick Wor ship.  And what ,  though 
t h e  Po s t u r e  o f  K n e e l i n g  a t  t h e  C o m m u n i o n  b e 
e x p r e s s i ve  o f  R eve r e n c e  a n d  H u m i l i t y,  i s  i t  a s 
nece s s a r y  tha t  th a t  Ord inance  shou ld  be  rece ived 
i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  Po s t u re ,  a s  t h a t  pub l i c k  Wor - 
s h i p  s hou l d  b e  c a r r y ’d  on  i n  s ome  c e r t a i n  T ime
  and
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and P l ace?  Or  i s  i t  a s  nece s s a r y,  tha t  ever y  Par i sh 
Min i s t e r  shou id  have  a  Sur p l i ce,  a s  tha t  the  Peo- 
p l e  know whe re  t h e  Chu rch  s t and s ,  and  a t  wha t 
Time God’s Worship begins?

A s  f o r  yo u r  A r g u m e n t ,  T h a t  i f  p r i va t e  P e r s o n s 
may  d e t e r m in e  f o r  t h ems e l v e s  i n  s u c h  Ca s e s  a s  t h e s e, 
e i t h e r  one  way  o r  o th e r,  t h ey  may  upon  s ome  suppo s ’d 
Exp ed i e n c e  a nd  Conven i e n c y  b e  d e t e r m in e d  by  Sup e - 
r i o r s ;  I  c a n  s e e  no  f o rc e  i n  i t .  Fo r  p r iva t e  Pe r - 
s o n s  h a ve  a  D i v i n e  Wa r r a n t  t o  d e t e r m i n e  f o r 
t h emse l ve s  i n  t h ing s  re l a t i ng  t o  D iv ine  Wor sh ip, 
a s  t o  t h e i r  L aw fu l n e s s  o r  Un l aw fu l n e s s ,  Exped i - 
e n c y  o r  I n e x p e d i e n c y :  A n d  t h ey  a r e  A c c o u n t a - 
b l e ;  t o  G o d  f o r  n e g l e c t i n g  i t :  B u t  t h a t  S u p e r i - 
o r s  h ave  a ny  s u ch  D iv i n e  Wa r r a n t  t o  d e t e r m in e 
i n  t h e s e  C a s e s  f o r  o t h e r s ,  w h o  a r e  c a p a b l e  o f 
Ju d g i n g  f o r  t h e m s e l ve s ,  s o  a s  t o  b i n d  t h e m  t o 
a c q u i e s c e  i n  t h e i r  D e t e r m i n a t i o n s ;  o r  t h a t  t h ey 
a re  Ac coun t a b l e  t o  God  f o r  n e g l e c t i n g  t o  make 
such Deter mina t ions ,  in  th ings  own’d  to  be  so  f a r 
ind i f f e rent ,  a s  tha t  i t  i s  not  nece s s a r y  they  be  de- 
t e r m ined  one  way  o r  o th e r ;  t h i s  s hou l d  b e  p ro - 
ve d  b y  h i m  t h a t  a s s e r t s  o r  i n s i n u a t e s  i t .  T h e 
Coml ine s s  and  Dec en cy  o f  Uni f o rmi ty  in  such th ings , 
i s  more  than  ou t -we igh ’d  by  the  Danger  o f  bea r - 
i n g  h a rd  on  Pe r s on s  t r u l y  Con s c i en t i ou s :  And  a 
s u p p o s ’d  Exp e d i e n c e  a n d  Conve n i e n c y ,  i s  s o  unce r - 
t a in  a  Bounda r y,  tha t  i t  l e ave s  a  wide  Door  open 
f o r  E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  Ty r a n n y,  w h i c h  I  t h i n k  we 
have no reason to encourage or be fond off.

I f  these are not things of  that  g reat  Weight ,  as  to 
s e em  wo r t h  t h e  wh i l e  f o r  o u r  L o rd  a n d  h i s  Ap o s t l e s 
t o  g i ve  p a r t i c u l a r  Regu l a t i on s  a b ou t  t h em ,  i t ’s  a  s i gn 
they  a re  no t  to  be  in s i s t ed  on  to  the  d r iv ing  any 
f rom pub l i ck  Wor sh ip  t h a t  a re  no t  s a t i s f y ’d  w i th 
t h e m :  B u t  t h a t  t h e  J u d g m e n t  a n d  D e t e r m i n a t i o n 
o f  t h e s e  Th i n g s  s h ou l d  b e t t e r  b e  l e f t  t o  t h e  P r ud en c e 
o f  S u p e r i o r s,  t h a n  t o  t h a t  o f  p r i v a t e  P e r s o n s ,  a s
 T 2 plausi-
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p l au s i b l e  a s  i t  a ppe a r s ,  h a s  g re a t  I nonven i enc i e s : 
A n d  t h i s  c a n  b e  d e ny ’d  by  n o  M a n  t h a t  c o n s i - 
d e r s ,  h ow  e a s i l y  t h e  P r u d e n c e  o f  S u p e r i o r s ,  ( o r 
wha t  a t  l e a s t  i s  c a l l e d  s o )  may  l e ad  t hem to  de - 
t e r m i n e  i n  s u c h  t h i n g s ,  w h a t  I n f e r i o r s  c a n n o t 
d i s cove r  to  be  Lawfu l :  And  how common ly  the i r 
P r udence  i n c l i n e s  t h em to  exe r t  t h e i r  Au tho r i t y 
i n  m i n u t e  M a t t e r s ,  f o r  t h e  t r y a l  o f  I n f e r i o r s , 
w h i l e  t h e i r  Wa r r a n t  s o  t o  d o  a b o u t  t h i n g s  t h a t 
a re  S ac red  and  Div ine,  i s  t o  s e ek ,  and  d i f f i cu l t l y 
t o  b e  f o u n d .  I f  t h e y  m ay  j u s t i f i a b l y  t r a n s f o r m 
i n d i f f e r e n t  C e r emon i e s  i n t o  n e c e s s a r y  Ru l e s  o f  Wo r - 
s h i p ,  why  may  t h ey  no t  t r a n s f o r m  i n d i f f e r e n t  Op i - 
n i on s  i n t o  n e c e s s a r y  A r t i c l e s  o f  Fa i t h ?  You  s ay  i t  i s 
a  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g :  N o r  d i d  I  i n t i m a t e  t h e re 
wa s  an  Ag reement  be tween  them in  a l l  Re spec t s : 
B u t  I  t h i n k  t h e  o n e  a s  Ju s t i f i a b l e  a s  t h e  o t h e r . 
And  i f  you  wou l d  h ave  c onv i n c ’d  me,  t h a t  i t  i s 
no t  a s  re a l l y  nece s s a r y  tha t  the re  be  t h e  s ame  Re - 
gu l a t i on  f o r  a l l  t h e  Chu r c h e s  i n  t h e  Ch r i s t i an  Wor l d , 
a s  t h a t  t h e r e  b e  a  f i x ’d  R e g u l a t i o n  o f  i n d i f f e r e n t 
C i r cums t an t i a l s  i n  a l l  t h e  Chu r c h e s  o f  a  Na t i on ,  you 
s h o u l d  h ave  s h ew ’d  t h a t  P ro t e s t a n t s  h ave  m o re 
s t r e n g t h  o f  R e a s o n  t o  u r g e  o n  t h e  o n e  H e a d , 
than Papists have urg’d upon the other.

I f  t h e  Wor s h i p  o f  God  may  b e  p e r f o r m ’d  A c - 
c e p t a b l y  w i t h o u t  s u c h  D e t e r m i n a t i o n s ,  i t  i s  a 
s i g n  t h ey  a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r y :  W hy  t h e n  a r e  t h ey 
impo s ’d ?  You  l ay  t h e y  may  b e  Exp e d i e n t  f o r  O rd e r 
a n d  D e c e n c y .  I  a n s we r ,  a s  l o n g  a s  t h e  wa n t  o f 
Cr o s s ,  Su r p l i c e ,  Kne e l i n g ,  a nd  o t h e r  Ce remon i e s , 
n e c e s s a r i l y  o c c a s i on s  n e i t h e r  D i so rde r  no r  I nde - 
cency,  I  c an ’t  s ee  how the  impos ing  them can  be 
e x p e d i e n t  t o  O r d e r  a n d  D e c e n c y.  A n d  a s  f o r 
t he  p r e v e n t i n g  Fa c t i o n s  a nd  D i v i s i o n s ,  t h a t  I  t h ink 
ver i l y  need  not  have  been  ment ion ’d  in  the  Case, 
s i n c e  t h ey  a r e  t h a t  way  r a t h e r  h e i g h t e n ’d  t h a n 
p reven t e d .  Ne i t h e r  i s  i t  f a i r  t o  c h a r g e  t h e  D i f -
  ferences
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f e r e n c e s  t h i s  way  o c c a f i o u ’d  w h o l l y  u p o n  t h e 
Weakn e s s,  I n j u d i c i o u s n e s s,  a nd  P r e j u d i c e s  o f  In f e r i - 
o r s :  Fo r  i f  S u p e r i o r s  g o  b eyo n d  t h e i r  C o m m i s - 
s i o n ,  ’t w i l l  b e  h a rd  t o  p rove  t h a t  I n f e r i o r s  a r e 
unde r  any  re a l  Ob l i g a t i on .  I n  w i t ho l d i ng  an  O- 
b e d i e n c e  w h i c h  G o d  h a t h  n o t  m a d e  d u e ,  t h e y 
a re  f a r  f rom t a k i n g  u p on  t h em  t h e  Gove r n o r ’s  p a r t ; 
they  many  t imes  do  no  more  than  i s  nece s s a r y  to 
t h e  s e cu r i ng  t he i r  own  L i b e r t y ,  wh i ch  I  t h i nk  i s 
not to be made light of.

The  R i s e  o f  t h i s  Powe r  t h a t  i s  a s s um ’d ,  i s  i n - 
d e e d  a  m o s t  m a t e r i a l  E n q u i r y.  Fo r  S a t i s f a c t i o n 
h e re ,  you  re f e r  me  t o  Ci v i l  P ow e r ,  a nd  i n t ima t e 
tha t  Ecc le s i a s t i ca l  Power,  i s  bot tom’d  on the  s ame 
F o u n d a t i o n .  Yo u  a s k  m e ,  H o w  c o m e  G o v e r n o r s 
b y  t h e i r  P o w e r  t o  m a k e  a n y  s u p p o s i n g  t h e y  h a v e 
s u c h  a  P o w e r ?  A n d  a d d ,  T h a t  t h e  s a m e  way,  t h a t 
t h e y  c ame  by  t h i s,  wh i c h  way  s o e v e r  i t  b e,  t h e  s ame 
way they  came by  a  Powe r  and Righ t  t o  oppo in t  Rule s 
and  Ord i n an c e s,  t o  d e t e r m in e.  t h i n g s  f o r  pub l i c k  Or - 
d e r  s a k e ,  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  a r e  n o t  r e s t r a i n e d  b y  a ny 
D i v i n e  o r  S u p e r i o r  L a w .  B y  t h e  way,  I  mu s t  o b - 
s e r ve  you r  t hu s  s t a t i n g  t h e  Ma t t e r,  d evo l ve s  t h e 
Powe r  w h o l l y  u p o n  t h e  C iv i l  G ove r n o u r s ,  a n d 
l e ave s  no  f a r t he r  room fo r  t he  Ep i s copa l  Au tho- 
r i ty  in th ings  Ecc les ia s t ica l ,  than in an ent i re  Sub- 
o rd ina t ion  to,  and  Dependence  on  the  C iv i l  Ma- 
g i s t r a t e :  And  on  th i s  a c coun t  you  a s  much  d i f f e r 
f rom many  o f  you r  own  Church ,  a s  you  do  f rom 
m e .  B u t  n o t  i n s i s t i n g  o n  t h a t ,  I  t h i n k  I  h ave 
l a i d  i n  a n  A n swe r  i n  my  I n t r o d u c t i o n ,  § .  x x i i i . 
xx iv.  C iv i l  Power s  h ave  a  Commi s s i on  f rom God 
t o  m a ke  L aw s  t o  b i n d  t h e i r  S u b j e c t s ,  i n  t h i n g s 
r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  C iv i l  G ove r n m e n t :  A n d  t h e re  i s 
a  Compac t  be tween  them and  the i r  Sub jec t s ,  ob- 
l i g i n g  t h e m  h e re i n  t o  O b e d i e n c e .  B u t  t o  p rove 
tha t  the  Power  o f  b ind ing  a  who le  Na t ion  in  in- 
d i f f e ren t  C i rcums t an t i a l s ,  o r  Ce remon ie s  re l a t i ng
 T 3 to
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t o  D iv i n e  Wo r s h i p,  e i t h e r  i s  i n  t h e i r  C o m m i s - 
s ion f rom God,  or  i s  an  Es sent i a l  par t  o f  the  Or i- 
g ina l  Compac t ,  upon  wh ich  Civ i l  Gove r nment  a s 
s u c h  i s  f o u n d e d e d  w o u l d  b e  a  h a r d  Ta s k .  I 
have  no  occa s ion  fo r  P roo f  in  the  Ca se,  tho ’ you 
wo u l d  p u t  i t  u p o n  m e .  F o r  w hy  s h o u l d  I  a t - 
t e m p t  t o  p rove  s u c h  a  N e g a t i ve ?  Yo u  p r e t e n d 
C iv i l  Gove r nour s  h ave  such  a  Power :  I  may  we l l 
enough  de s i re  P roo f  o f  you :  And t i l l  P roo f  i s  g i - 
ve n  a m  f r e e  t o  d e ny,  a c c o rd i n g  t o  a l l  t h e  L aw s 
o f  D i s p u t a t i o n .  Yo u  s a y.  T h a t  G ove r n o r s  h a v e 
a  C o m m i s s i o n ,  t o  d i r e c t  t h e  A c t i o n s  o f  t h o s e  c o m - 
m i t t e d  t o  t h e i r  Ca r e,  t ha t  t h ey  may  b e  b e s t  p e r f o rmed 
w i th  De c en cy  and  Orde r  i n  t h e  Chu r c h ,  wh i c h  t ho ’ i t 
w a s  g i v e n  u p o n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  O c c a s i o n  i s  a  g e n e r a l 
Ru l e .  I f  you  mean  he reby  t h a t  g ene r a l  Ru l e,  Le t 
a l l  t h i n g s  h e  d on e  De c e n t ly  a nd  i n  O rd e r ,  I  s hou ld 
t h i nk  you r  s u gg e s t i n g  s ome th i n g  t o  Weaken  t h e 
Sense  I  had  g iven o f  tha t  Rule,  and to  s t rengthen 
yo u r  ow n ,  m i g h t  h ave  b e e n  wo r t h  yo u r  w h i l e , 
i f  you  a im ’d  a t  my  Conv i c t i on .  Bu t  a s  f o r  you r 
G lo s s  on  ou r  Lo rd ’s  Commi s s i on  to  h i s  D i s c i p l e s 
t o  t e a c h  t h o s e  t h i n g s  t h a t  h e  h a d  Command e d ,  i t  i s 
f a r  f ro m  b e i n g  S a t i s f a c t o r y.  Fo r  t h o ’ o u r  S a v i - 
o u r ’s  Command s  i n  many  I n s t a n c e s  a r e  G en e r a l i t i e s 
o n ly,  y e t  t h a t ,  wh e n  Gove r n o u r s  g i v e  Ru l e s,  f o r  t h e 
u s e  o f  t h o s e  p a r t i c u l a r  S i g n s  a n d  F o r m s  a n d  Mod e s, 
b y  w h i c h  t h e y  t h i n k  t h e  G e n e r a l s  m ay  b e  b e s t  e x - 
p re s sed ,  thi s  i s  s t i l l  a  doing what our Saviour Com- 
mand s ,  i s  s u ch  an  A s s e r t i on  a s  I  d i d  no t  e xpe c t 
f rom you ;  and  d r aw s  a f t e r  i t  s u ch  Con s equence s 
a s  I  k n ow  yo u  wo u l d  a b h o r :  A n d  t h e r e f o r e  I 
shall desire you soberly to reconsider it.

You nex t  p roceed  to  cons ide r,  where  tha t  Pow- 
e r  o f  D e t e r m i n i n g ;  t h a t  i s  n e c e s s a r y,  i s  l o d g ’d : 
A n d  s e e m  d i s t u r b e d ,  t h a t  I  a s c r i b e  s o  mu c h  t o 
p a r t i c u l a r  C o n g r e g a t i o n s .  A s  t o  w h i c h  I  s h a l l 
on ly  s ay  in  the  gene r a l ,  I  a s c r ibe  no  more  Power
  to
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t o  t h e m ,  t h a n  a p p e a r s  t o  m e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t h e i r 
R e g u l a r i t y :  A n d  ye t  I  a m  s o  s e n s i b l e o f  I n p o n - 
ven i en c i c s  t h a t  may  a r i s e ,  t h a t  I  am  f re e  t o  d e - 
b a t e  t h e  M a t t e r  a m i c a b l y,  a n d  r e a d y  t o  r e c e i ve 
L i g h t  f r o m  yo u  o r  a n y  o n e  e l s e .  Yo u  t e l l  m e , 
t h a t  I  h ave  g i v e n  u p  t h e  Cau s e  o f  t h e  E j e c t e d  M i - 
n i s t e r s .  H ow  s o ?  D i d  n o t  m a ny  o f  t h e  E j e c t e d 
M i n i s t e r s  g o  mu c h  f a r t h e r  t h a n  I  d o  u p o n  t h i s 
H e a d ;  a n d  p l e a d  f o r  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  G o - 
v e r n m e n t  o f  C h u r c h e s ,  a s  o f  D i v i n e  R i g h t ? 
We r e  t h e y  f o r  t h i s  e ve r  t h e  l e s s  E j e c t e d ?  M ay 
I  n o t  a m o n g  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  S e n t i m e n t s  o f  t h o s e 
who  were  E j ec t ed ,  inc l ine  in  some  th ing s  to  one 
S o r t m e n t ,  a n d  i n  o t h e r s  t o  a n o t h e r ,  a n d  y e t 
t h i n k  t h ey  h a d  a l l  i n  C o m m o n  R i g h t  o n  t h e i r 
s i d e,  i n  re f u s i ng  t o  f a l l  i n  w i t h  t h e  p re s en t  Na- 
t i on a l  Con s t i t u t i on ?  Me th i nk s  you ’d  l ay  me  un - 
d e r  ve r y  s t r a i t  Con f i n emen t s .  I  h ad  t hough t  t h e 
Cau s e  depend ing  be tween  the  E j e c t ed  Min i s t e r s , 
a nd  t h e i r  B re th ren  o f  t h e  Chu r c h  o f  En g l a n d  h ad 
b e en  t h i s ,  whe t h e r  o r  no  Con f o r m in g  a s  t h i n g s 
n ow  s t a n d  w i t h  u s ,  h a d  b e e n  Wa r r a n t a b l e  a n d 
N e c e s s a r y,  o r  S i n f u l  a n d  D a n g e ro u s :  P r e s by t e r i - 
a n s ,  I n d e p e n d e n t s ,  A n a b a p t i s t s ,  w h o  we r e  a l l  i n 
common  E j e c t ed ,  we re  E j e c t ed  on  t h i s  Accoun t , 
because  they  a l l  ag reed  tha t  Confor mi ty  would  to 
t h e m  h ave  b e e n  S i n f u l  a n d  D a n g e ro u s .  H ave  I 
he re in  g iven  up  the i r  Cause,  becau se  I  a s c r ibe,  i t 
may  be,  some th ing  more  to  p a r t i cu l a r  Cong rega - 
t i on s ,  t h an  s ome  o f  t h em  m i gh t  h ave  b e en  w i l - 
l i n g  t o  a l l ow  o f ?  O r  h ow  a m  I  p r o f e s s e d l y  g o n e 
o f f  f r om  t h e  P r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h e  O l d  Non - c o n f o r m i s t s, 
b o t h  b e f o r e  t h e  Wa r s,  a n d  s i n c e ?  I f  I  u n d e r s t a n d 
the i r  P r i nc i p l e s ,  t hey  we re  f o r  a  Mode r a t e  Ep i s - 
copacy,  j o in ’d  w i th  regu l a r  P re sby t e r i e s ,  t h a t  ye t 
s e c u r ’d  t h e  R i g h t s  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  C o n g re g a t i o n s . 
Now fo r  my  p a r t  I ’m  no t  f o r  a f l e r t i n g  any  s u ch 
Righ t s  o f  p a r t i cu l a r  Cong rega t i on s ,  a s  f hon id  be
 T 4 incon-
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i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  r e g u l a r  P r e s by t e r i e s ,  m e e t i n g 
f o r  C o n s u l t a t i o n  a n d  A d v i c e ;  o r  a  M o d e r a t e 
E p i s c o p a c y  a s  a  p r e s i d e n c y,  a n d  i n  o r d e r  t o  a 
S c r i p t u r a l  S u p e r i n t e n d e n c y  ove r  M i n i s t e r s  a n d 
Peop l e .  Or  how h ave  I  g i v e n  u p  t h e  Cau s e  o f  t h e 
Re f o r m ed  Chu r c h e s ?  I  t a ke  t he i r  Cau s e  a s  Re f o r m - 
e d  C h u r c h e s ,  t o  b e  t h e i r  S e p a r a t i o n  f r o m  t h e 
Church  o f  Rome ,  i n  o rde r  t o  t he  Con fo r ming  i n 
D o c t r i n e ,  Wo r s h i p  a n d  D i s c i p l i n e  t o  t h e  Wo rd 
o f  God .  Are  they  he re in  eve r  the  l e s s  j u s t i f i ab l e, 
s u p p o s i n g  I  s h o u l d  a p p re h e n d  a  l i t t l e  m o re  r e - 
g a rd  we re  du e  t o  t h e  R i gh t s  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  wo r - 
s h i p p i n g  A s s e m b l i e s ,  t h a n  a m o n g  s o m e  o f  t h e m 
i s  d i s ce r nable?  I  can  have  a  su f f i c i en t  Respec t  fo r 
the  Chur c h  o f  S c o t l and ,  and  hea r t i l y  b l e s s  God fo r 
the i r  P rov inc i a l  and  Na t iona l  As s embl i e s ,  and  ye t 
not  be able  wi thout  f a r ther  Light  to  go so h igh a s 
s o m e  a m o n g  t h e m  m ay  d o,  a s  t o  t h e  g ove r n i n g 
Powe r  o f  S ynod s  ove r  p a r t i c u l a r  Cong re g a t i on s , 
I  h ave  a s  g re a t  a  Vene r a t i on  a s  you  fo r  t he  once 
f lour i sh ing  Churches  o f  Fran c e ,  and  ye t  th ink  tha t 
you r  Quo t a t i on  ou t  o f  Mr.  Qu i c k ’s  Syn o d i c o n ,  i s 
r a the r  a  P roo f ,  th a t  Pe r son s  unde r  P ro spe r i t y  a re 
a p t  t o  c a r r y  t h i n g s  t o o  f a r ,  t h a n  a n  E v i d e n c e 
t h a t  t h e y  we r e  w h o l l y  i n  t h e  R i g h t ,  i n  t h e i r 
P r o c e e d i n g s  u p o n  t h a t  O c c a s i o n .  A n d  a s  f o r 
wha t  you  Quote  ou t  o f  the  Head s  o f  Ag reement , 
I  so  f a r  concur,  tha t  I  look upon Mee t ing s  o f  Mi - , 
n i s t e r s  t o  con su l t  a nd  adv i s e  a bou t  Ec c l e s i a s t i c a l 
M a t t e r s  t o  b e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  M i n d  o f  C h r i s t : 
A n d  I  t h i n k  p a r t i c u l a r  C h u r c h e s  o u g h t  t o  h a v e  a 
r e v e r e n t i a l  r e g a r d  t o  t h e i r  J u d g m e n t  s o  g i v e n ;  a n d 
ye t  I  don ’t  s e e  bu t  t h a t  ’t i s  f i t t e d  t o  l e ave  i t  t o 
each  wor sh ipp ing  Soc ie ty  to  de te r mine  fo r  i t  s e l f 
t h e  n e c e s s a r y  C i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  Wo r s h i p :  Yo u 
a sk ,  How c an  t h e  pu b l i c k  Au t h o r i t y,  o r  Pa s t o r s  un i - 
t e d  t o g e t h e r  h a v e  l e s s  P ow e r  t h a n  t h e  s i n g l e  Pa s t o r s 
and  E l d e r s  o f  o n e  Cong r e g a t i o n ?  And  i f  o n e  Pa s t o r ’s
  Deter-
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De t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  C i r c um s t a n c e s  u nd e r  d u e  R e gu l a t i - 
o n s,  o b l i g e  t h a t  o n e  w o r s h i p p i n g  A s s emb ly,  t h e n  t h e 
Un i t e d  De t e r m in a t i o n  o f  many  s u c h  by  t h em s e l v e s  o r 
De l e g a t e s,  may  you  s ay  o b l i g e  a l l  t h e  Con g r e g a t i o n s 
b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h em .  I  c an ’t  c e l l  whe the r  you  mean 
the reby  any  more  t h an  I  h ad  own ’d  be fo re.  Se c t . 
l v i .  v i z . ,  t h a t  con s i s t en t l y  w i th  my  Scheme  p ro - 
po s ’d ,  Syod s  h a v e  t h e i r  U s e,  i n  a  way  o f  Con su l t a - 
t i o n ,  A d m o n i t i o n  a n d  A dv i c e ,  t o  r e p r e s s  D i s o r d e r s, 
d e t e r m i n e  D i f f e r e n c e s,  a n d  r e g u l a t e  by  Con s e n t  s u c h 
t h i n g s  a s  a r e  o f  c ommon  Con c e r nmen t .  I f  you  mean 
any more than regulating by Consent, things of com- 
mon  Conce r nmen t ,  I  don ’t  unde r s t and  you :  And 
i f  you  do  no t ,  my  Scheme a l lows  i t .  For  my pa r t 
shou ld  the  Pa s to r  and  E lder s  o f  a  pa r t i cu l a r  Con- 
g regat ion ag ree  to  f ix  the Time or  P lace  of  Meet- 
ing  to  the  common Inconven ience  o f  the  Soc ie ty, 
I  s h o u l d  t h i n k  t h ey  we n t  b eyo n d  t h e  l i m i t s  o f 
t h e i r  Powe r :  A n d  I  s h o u l d  h ave  t h e  s a m e  A p - 
prehens ion,  should a  Clas s ica l  or  Provincia l  Assem- 
b l y  t h e re i n  a t t emp t  t o  impo s e  upon  t h em ,  c on - 
t r a r y  t o  t h e i r  ow n  C o nve n i e n c e .  I  a m  f o r  e a c h 
C o n g r e g a t i o n s  c h o o s i n g  t h e i r  ow n  Pa s t o r .  A n d 
shou ld  a  who l e  Synod  h e re  impo se  upon  them,  I 
can ’t  s ee  tha t  i t  cou ld  be  ju s t i f i ed ,  any  more  than 
when  L ay -Pa s t o r s  do  i t  by  t h e  R igh t  o f  Pa t ron - 
a g e .  B u t  t h a t  e i t h e r  a  S y n o d ,  o r  L a y - P a t r o n s 
t h a t  h ave  a n  A n c i e n t  R i g h t ,  p ro p o s e  a  nu m b e r 
o f  du ly  qua l i f i ed  Per sons ,  ou t  o f  whom the  Con- 
g rega t ion i s  l e f t  to  choose  one  to  have  the  Pa s to- 
r a l  C a r e  o f  t h e m ,  i s  w h a t  m ay  h e l p  t o  p r eve n t 
D i s o rd e r ,  a n d  a  t h i n g  a g a i n s t  w h i c h  I  h ave  n o 
considerable Objections.

I  c a nno t  s e e  how  o n e  Pa s t o r ’s  D e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f 
C i r c ums t an c e s  und e r  du e  Regu l a t i on s  o b l i g e s  t h a t  on e 
w o r s h i p p i n g  A s s emb ly  t h a t  h e  h a s  unde r  h i s  Ca re, 
a ny  f a r t h e r  t h a n  t h ey  a p p e a r  t o  t h o s e  o f  w h o m 
t h a t  A s s e m b l y  i s  c o m p o s ’d ,  t o  b e  d u e  R e g u l a t i -
  ons:
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o n s :  And  I ’ l l  e a s i l y  g r an t ,  t h a t  t h e  Un i t e d  De t e r - 
i n i t i a t i on  o f  many  su c h  Pa s tor s .  by  th emse l ve s  o r  De- 
l e g a t e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  t h e re  b e  a s  i s  u su a l  i n  S c o t - 
l a n d ,  a  N u m b e r  d e p u t e d  f r o m  t h e  Pe o p l e  a l s o 
j o i n i n g  w i t h  t h e m ,  m ay  o b l i g e  a l l  t h e  C o n g r e g a - 
t i on s  b e l ong ing  t o  th em ,  in  th ings  o f  common Con- 
c e r nmen t  t h a t  n e ed  t o  b e  re gu l a t ed  by  Con t en t ; 
and  ye t  I  don ’t  s ee,  bu t  tha t  i t  i s  f i t t e s t  fo r  e ach 
Cong rega t ion  to  judge  fo r  i t  s e l f ,  whe the r  o r  no 
such  genera l  Regu la t ions  a re  rea l l y  nece s s a r y,  and 
s u c h  i t s  C i r c u m s t a n c e s :  A n d  I  c a n n o t  s e e  t h e 
G ro u n d s  o f  t h e  Powe r  t h a t  a ny  p r e t e n d  t o ,  t o 
o b t r u d e  s u c h  g e n e r a l  R e g u l a t i o n s  w h e r e  t h e y 
wo u l d  b e  b e  m a n i f e s t l y  i n c o nve n i e n t .  A n d  t h o ’ 
t h e  Command  o f  t h e  Mag i s t ra t e  won ’t  l e s s e n  t h e  Ob- 
l i g a t i on  i n  such  a  Ca se,  ye t  ne i the r  wi l l  i t  he igh- 
t e n  i t ,  s o  h s  t o  make  i t  t h e  Du t y  o f  a  Cong re - 
g a t ion  to  embrace.  such  a  De te r mina t ion  o f  C i r - 
c ums t an c e s ,  a s  wou l d  b e  man i f e s t l y  De t r imen t a l 
to the common Good.

A f t e r  a l l .  I ’ l l  own  t h e  ma t t e r  h a s  i t s  D i f f i c u l - 
t i e s .  And  t h e re  i s  on e  t h i n g  you  h ave  men t i on - 
e d  a s  a n  O b j e c t i o n ,  w h i c h  I  wa s  awa re  o f ;  a n d 
1  th ink  de s e r ve s  to  be  con s ide red .  You  a sk ,  whe - 
t h e r,  wh en  a  p a r t i c u l a r  Cong r e g a t i on  d e t e r m in e s  s ome 
Ci r cums t an t i a l s  r e l a t i n g  t o  publ i c k  Wor sh i p,  e ve r y  i n - 
d i v i dua l  Pe r s on  in  th e  Cong r e ga t i on  mus t  a g r e e  t o  th e 
s am e,  b e f o r e  h e  o r  s h e  i s  o b l i g e d  by  s u c h  a n  O rd e r ; 
o r  w h e t h e r  s a m e  p a r t i c u l a r  P e r s o n s  mu s t  d e t e r m i n e 
t h e  r e s t ;  o r  t h e  ma j o r  p a r t  mu s t  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  l e s s . 
I  a n swe r :  I  t a ke  t h e  Me thod  o f  Managemen t  re - 
qu i s i t e  in  th i s  Case,  to  be  r a ther  Pr udent i a l ,  than 
A u t h o r i t a t i ve .  S u p p o s e  t h e n ,  e a c h  C o n g r e g a t i - 
o n  u p o n  t h e  A d v i c e ,  a n d  u n d e r  t h e  I n s p e c t i o n 
o f  the  Pa s tor,  choose s  a  number  o f  Per sons  to  ac t 
in  Conjunct ion wi th  h im in  ag ree ing  upon nece s- 
s a r y  C i rcums t an t i a l s ,  re l a t i ng  to  T ime  and  P l a ce, 
&e.  why  mayn ’t  t h e  I n conven i en c i e s  you  ob j e c t
  be
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b e  t h i s  way  avo i d e d .  W h e n  t h i s  C h u r c h - C o m - 
mi t t e e,  i s  cho sen  by  the  Pa s to r ’s  Adv i ce  and  un- 
d e r  h i s  I n s p e c t i on ,  ou t  o f  t h e  who l e  Cong reg a - 
t i on ,  ’t i s  h a rd  to  suppo se  they  shou ld  f i x  on  the 
We a ke s t ;  o r  s u c h  a s  a r e  l i ke l y  t o  b e a r  h a rd  o n 
t h e i r  B r e t h r e n :  A n d  w h e n  t h e y  a r e  c h o s e n  by 
t h e  C o m m u n i t y,  t h e y  w i l l  f o r  t h a t  R e a s o n  b e 
the  more  l ike ly  to  acquie sce  in  the i r  Regula t ions . 
Suppo se  a t  wor s t  t h a t  any  Pe r son s  a re  agg r i eved , 
a s  l o n g  a s  t h ey  h ave  a  L i b e r t y  o f  r e m ov i n g  t o 
a n y  o t h e r  C o n g r e g a t i o n ,  w h e r e  s u c h  C i r c u m - 
s t a n c e s  a re  d e t e r m ined  mo re  t o  t h e i r  S a t i s f a c t i - 
o n  a n d  C o nve n i e n c y,  t h ey  h ave  n o  g r e a t  C a u s e 
o f  C o m p l a i n t .  O r  i f  t h e  We a k n e s s  o r  H u m o u r 
o f  a n y  N u m b e r  s h o u l d  c r e a t e  D i f f e r e n c e s ,  a 
C l a s s i c a l  o r  Synod ic a l  Mee t ing ,  o f  Depu t i e s  f rom 
the  s eve r a l  Churche s  i n  such  a  D i s t r i c t ,  i t  m igh t 
b e  h o p ’d ,  wo u l d  b e  a b l e  c a l m l y  a n d  a m i c a b l y 
t o  c o m p o s e  a n d  h e a l  t h e m .  I  p r e t e n d  n o t  t h a t 
t h i s  M e t h o d  i s  f r e e  o f  a l l  I n c o nve n i e n c e s ;  n o r 
d o  I  a p p r e h e n d  a n y  o n e  c o u l d  b e  p i t c h ’d  o n 
t h a t  wo u l d  b e  s o :  B u t  i t  a p p e a r s  t o  m e  l i a b l e 
t o  t h e  f e w e s t  o f  a n y  I  h a v e  m e t  w i t h ;  a n d 
t h e r e f o r e  a n d  s o  f a r  I  a m  f o r  i t ,  b u t  u p o n  n o 
o t h e r  A c c o u n t ,  n o r  a ny  f a r t h e r .  A n d  I  a m  t h e 
m o re  c o n f i r m ’d ,  i n  t h a t  I  f i n d  i t  h a s  b e e n  t h e 
Op in ion  o f  s ome  o f  t h e  Wor th i e s t  Men  we  h ave 
h a d  a m o n g  u s ;  t h a t  a  p r u d e n t  M i x t u r e  o f  t h e 
Ep i s c o p a l ,  P r e s by t e r i a n ,  and  Cong r e g a t i o n a l  P r i n c i - 
p l e s ,  w o u l d  m a k e  a  b e t t e r  F o r m  o f  G o v e r n - 
men t  f o r  t h e  Chu rch ,  t h an  any  one  o f  t h em s e - 
parately.

The impo s ing  in  subh th ings  a s  the se,  i s ,  I  con- , 
f e s s ,  w h a t  I .  a m  m o s t  a g a i n s t .  N o r  d o  I  f i n d 
tha t  you a te  any  g rea t  F r i end  to  i t .  I ’m the  more 
a g a i n s t  i t ,  b e c a u s e  I  f i n d  t h e  a t t e m p t  o f  i m p o - 
s ing  any  th ing  on  the  Di sc ip l e s  bu t  wha t  wa s  ne- 
c e s s a r y,  i s  r e p r e s e n t e d  a s  a  t e m p t i n g  G o d ,  A c t .
  15. 10.
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15.  10 .  a  b r i n g i n g  t h e  ma t t e r  t o  a  t r ya l  o f  s k i l l 
w i t h  h i m ,  w h e t h e r  h e  c o u l d  ke e p  t h e  C h u r c h 
qu ie t ,  when r ig id  Impose r s  took  the  d i red  cour se 
to distemper and trouble it.

Bu t  a s  f o r  wha t  you  a s s e r t ,  Tha t  s u p p o s i n g  t h e 
Chur c h  t o  have  s t ra in ’d  he r  Powe r  b eyond  he r  bounds ; 
suppo s ing  tha t  ou r  Ru l e r s  have  e r r ’d  in  th e  manne r  o f 
t h e i r  im p o s i n g  t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  t h a t  t h e  Con s t i t u t i on 
requ i re s ,  wi th  su c h  Pena l t i e s,  ye t  i f  t h e  t h in g s  t h em- 
s e l v e s  a r e  l aw f u l ,  w e  a r e  b ound  t o  s u bm i t ,  I  c anno t 
f a l l  i n  w i t h  you  w i t hou t  c l o s e  Con s i d e r a t i on .  I 
g r a n t  i n d e e d ,  t h e  M a g i s t r a t e  h a t h  a  Powe r  t o 
ke e p  Pe o p l e  f ro m  p ro f a n i n g  t h e  L o rd ’s  D ay,  by 
e m p l oy i n g  t h a t  s a c r e d  T i m e  i n  s e c u l a r  M a t t e r s , 
o r  e ve n  t o t a l l y  a b s e n t i n g  t h e m s e l ve s  f r o m  a l l 
p u b l i c k  Wo r s h i p.  I  s t a n d  t o  w h a t  I  h ave  a s s e r - 
t e d .  T h a t  h e  m ay  o b l i g e  h i s  S u b j e c t s  o r d i n a r i l y  t o 
a t t e n d  t h e  s o l emn  Wo r s h i p  o f  Go d  i n  t h e  way  t h e y 
p ro f e s s ed ly  c hoose,  o r  aga ins t  whi c h  they  don’t  so  much 
a s  p r e t e n d  m a t t e r  o f  C o n s c i e n c e ;  a n d  ye t  I  t h i n k 
t h e re  m ay  b e  m a t t e r  o f  C o n s c i e n c e  p r e t e n d e d ,  a n d 
th a t  j u s t l y  t oo,  a g a in s t  o rd in a r i l y  u s i ng  a  way  o f 
Wo r s h i p,  w h i c h  ye t  i s  ow n ’d  s o  f a r  l a w f u l ,  a s 
t h a t  Pe r son s ,  i f  s e r i ou s  i n  i t ,  may  ob t a in  the  d i - 
vine Blessing.

Yo u  h e re  s e e m  t o  c o n f ro n t  m e  w i t h  t h e  S ay - 
i ng s  o f  s eve r a l  o f  t he  e j e c t ed  Min i s t e r s ;  bu t  you 
mus t  g ive  me l eave  to  t e l l  you ,  tha t  I  in  a l l  c a se s 
d i s t ingu i sh  be tween  Author i ty  and  Rea son .  How- 
e v e r ,  i n  w h a t  y o u  q u o t e  f r o m  M r .  B a x t e r ,  I 
f r e e l y  c o n c u r .  I  n eve r  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h a t  i s  u n - 
l aw f u l  t o  b e  o b e y ’d ,  wh i c h  i s  un l aw f u l ly  c ommand ed . 
A n d  ye t  i f  a  t h i n g  i s  u n l a w f u l l y  c o m m a n d e d ,  I 
don ’t  t h i nk  i t  i s  p re s en t l y  a  Du t y  t o  do  i t ,  b e - 
c a u s e  i t  i s  c ommand e d :  I  r e c kon  my  s e l f  i n  s u ch 
a  ca se  obl ig ’d  to  cons ider  i t  in  a l l  i t s  Ci rcumstan- 
c e s ,  a n d  f r o m  t h e m  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  my
  com-
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c o m p l i a n c e  wo u l d  b e  c o m m e n d a b l e  o r  b l a m e a - 
b l e .  I  p r e t e n d  n o t  t h a t  S c r i p t u r e  i s  a  R u l e ,  w h e r e 
i t  i s  n o t ;  n o r  d o  I  d e ny  l a w f u l  t h i n g s,  o n  p r e t e n c e 
t h a t  S c r i p t u r e  i s  a  p e r f e c t  Ru l e  f o r  a l l  t h i n g s .  And 
ye t  I  th ink  bo th  Rea son  and  Sc r ip tu re  wi l l  j u s t i - 
f i e  my  r e f u s i n g  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  s eve r a l  t h i n g s 
t h a t  may  b e  i n  t h ems e l ve s  l aw fu l ,  ( i .  e .  s o  l aw- 
fu l ,  a s  tha t  in  some Ci rcums tance s  they  wou ld  be 
s t r i c t l y  j u s t i f i a b l e )  t h a t  a r e  o b t r u d e d  o n  m e  i n 
s u ch  a  manne r,  a s  t h a t  my  comp l i an ce  wou ld  b e 
no to r iou s l y  de t r imen t a l ,  e i the r  to  the  Publ i ck  o r 
my self.

I  g r a n t ,  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  a l l  o n e  t o  s ay,  t h o u  s h a l t 
n o t  c o m m a n d  i t ,  a n d  t o  s ay,  t h o u  s h a l t  n o t  d o  i t : 
And  ye t  whe re  God  s ay s  t o  Supe r i o r s ,  You  sh a l l 
n o t  C o m m a n d  i t ,  I  d o n ’t  k n ow  t h a t  h e  s ay s  i n 
t h e  s ame  t h i ng  t o  I n f e r i o r s ,  Ye t  i f  i t  b e  l aw fu l , 
i t  i s  yo u r  D u t y  t o  d o  i t :  Fo r  t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  i s 
u n l aw f u l l y  c o m m a n d e d ,  m ay  i n  s o m e  C i r c u m - 
s t a n c e s  b e  l aw f u l ,  a n d  i n  o t h e r  C i r c u m s t a n c e s , 
a n d  t o  o t h e r s ,  i t  m ay  b e  u n l aw f u l .  A n d  i f  s o , 
t h en  i t  may  b e  e i t h e r  a  S i n ,  o r  a  Du ty  t o  com- 
ply, according to Circumstances. 

I  fu l l y  ag ree  a l so  wi th  Mr.  J ohn  Old f i e l d ,  in  h i s 
So l i l oquy.  I  th ink  the  p l a i n  Que s t i on  l y ing  be fo re 
a  Mini s te r,  tha t  i s  s tudy ing  the  Poin t ,  whether  he 
shou ld  be  a  Cofno r m i s t  o r  a  Noncon f o r m i s t ,  i s  th i s , 
Whe th e r  t h e  Cond i t i on s  t h a t  a r e  impo s ’d  b e  s i n f u l  o r 
no t?  S in fu l  no t  on ly  in  the  impos i t i on  o f  th em,  bu t  in 
h i s  s u b m i s s i o n  t o  t h e m .  B u t  t h e n  I  t h i n k  a  s u b ~ 
m i s s i on  t o  t h i ng s  s i n f u l l y  impo s ’d ,  i n  s ome  C i r - 
cums t ance s ,  may  be  l awfu l ,  and  in  o the r  Ci rcum- 
s t a n c e s  s i n f u l .  You  qu i t e  m i s t a ke  me,  when  you 
a pp reh end  t h a t  I  ho l d  i t  un l aw f u l  f o r  P e r s o n s  t o, 
s u bm i t  t o  d o  t h i n g s  l aw f u l  i n  t h em s e l v e s,  m e e r ly  b e - 
c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  r e q u i r ’d  b y  t h e i r  S u p e r i o r s,  o n l y  t o 
m a i n t a i n  t h e i r  o w n  C h r i s t i a n  L i b e r t y .  I  n eve r  ye t 
p u b l i s h ’d  s u c h  D o c t r i n e  e i t h e r  f r o m  P u l p i t  o r
  Press;
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P r e s t ;  a n d  I  h o p e  n eve r  s h a l l .  D i d  I  k n ow  a ny 
t h i n g  I  h a d  a d va n c ’d ,  f ro m  w h e n c e  t h a t  wo u l d 
f o l l ow a s  a  Con sequence,  I  wou ld  upon  th a t  ve - 
r y  a c coun t  d i s own  i t ,  I  don ’t  e xpec t  any  Thank s 
f o r  v en t i n g  such  a  Not ion  a s  th i s :  Nor  do  I  th ink 
my  s e l f  m u c h  o b l i g ’d  t o  yo u  f o r  c h a r g i n g  t h e 
w i t h  i t ;  f o r  w h i c h  I  c a n ’t  d i s c e r n  yo u  h a d  a ny 
g r o u n d .  Yo u  m a y  p r e s s  t h e  A b s u r d i t i e s  t h a t 
f o l l o w  u p o n  t h i s  P r i n c i p l e  u p o n  w h o m  y o u 
please for me; for I am unconcern’d in them.

I  s hou l d  h ave  t hough t  t h e re  h ad  b e en  va r i ou s 
o the r  t h ing s  i n  my  In t roduc t i on  th a t  m igh t  h ave 
d e s e r v ’d  yo u r  n o t i c e  w h e n  yo u r  h a n d  wa s  i n ; 
b u t  s e e i n g  yo u  t h o u g h t  o t h e r w i s e ,  I  m a ke  n o 
comp l a in t .  I  won ’t  cha rge  any  th ing  o f  t h i s  k ind 
a s  a  N e g l e c t ,  a s  yo u  d o  u p o n  m e .  I  e nv y  yo u 
no t  t h e  Compa s s i on  you  may  t h a t  way  e x c i t e ;  I 
r e a l l y  t h i n k  t h e r e  i s  a  l i b e r t y  t o  b e  a l l ow ’d  i n 
s u c h  c a s e s :  B u t  t h e n  I  t h i n k  h e  t h a t  e x p e c t s  i t 
s h o u l d  b e  a l l ow ’d  t o  h i m s e l f ,  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  a - 
ver se  to the making a  l ike a l lowance to hi s  Neigh- 
bour.  

Tha t  a  s t a t ed  comp l i ance  w i th  t he  Impo s i t i on s 
o f  t h e  C h u rc h  o f  E n g l a n d  wo u l d  e n c o u r a g e  t h e 
I m p o s e r s ,  a n d  b e  l i ke l y  t o  p rove  a  Te m p t a t i o n 
t o  a  f a r t h e r  P ro g r e s s  i n  a  way  o f  I m p o s i t i o n , 
a n d  s o  o b s t r u c t  o u r  f a r t h e r  R e f o r m a t i o n ,  i s ,  I 
m i s t  c o n f e s s ,  w i t h  m e ,  a  P r i n c i p l e .  T h a t  i t  i s 
the  s ame,  i f  we jo in  but  now and then in  Publ i ck 
Wo r s h i p  w i t h  o u r  B r e t h r e n  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  o f 
Eng l a n d ,  t o  s h ew  ou r  c h a r i t a b l e  D i s po s i t i on  t o - 
w a r d s  t h e m ,  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  a l l  t h o s e  C o m - 
p l a i n t s  f o r  w h i c h  i n  t h e  m e a n  t i m e  I  t h i n k  we 
h ave  j u s t  r e a s o n ,  i s  t o  t h e  f a r  f ro m  b e i n g  ev i - 
d e n t .  I  t h i n k  I  h ave  p rov ’d  t h e  c o n t r a r y  i n  t h e 
l a t t e r  e n d  o f  t h e  Te n t h  C h a p t e r  o f  my  A b r i d g - 
m e n t ,  a n d  n e e d  n o t  d o  i t  h e r e  a g a i n .  T h a t  i t 
h a s  however  been  ob jec t ed  aga in s t  u s  by  some o f
  our
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o u r .  B re t h r e n  o f  t h e  C o n g re g a t i o n a l  way,  I  a m 
swe l l  awa re :  Bu t  I  t h i nk  i t  h a s  b e en  E f f i c i e n t l y 
a n s we r ’d  b y  M r .  B a x t e r ,  a n d  o t h e r s .  N e i t h e r 
d id  the  Hin t  i n  the  a ccoun t  o f  t he  Pr o c e e d i n g s  o f 
t h e  Lo rd s  on  the  Bi l l  a ga in s t  Oc c a s i ona l  Con f o rm i t y , 
escape my notice.

Bu t  a s  h i gh  a  Re s p e c t  a s  I  h ave  f o r  t h a t  Ho- 
nou r ab l e  Hou se,  I  don ’t  t h ink  i t  n ece s s a r i l y  f o l - 
l ow s ,  t h a t  we  h ave  d e t e r m i n ’d  t h e  P o i n t  a g a i n s t 
o u r  s e l v e s  by  t h i s  P r a c t i c e  o f  O c c a s i o n a l  C o n f o r - 
mi ty,  becau se  they  though t  i t  m igh t  an swer  the i r 
End s ,  a s  C i rcums t an c e s  s t ood ,  t o  i n s i nu a t e  i t  t o 
the  o the r  House,  t he  r a the r  to  i nduce  them to  a 
c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e m .  I  mu s t  c o n f e s s ,  I  t h i n k 
t h e  Ma t t e r  e a s i l y  c l e a r ’d .  D i d  we  f r e e l y  c omp l y 
w i t h  ou r  p re s en t  Impo s i t i on s ,  we  s hou l d  encou- 
r age  tho se  who a re  mos t  fond  o f  them,  and  mos t 
e a g e r  f o r  r e t a i n i n g ;  t h e m ,  t o  b e l i e ve  t h ey  h a d 
done  we l l  i n  f i x i ng  t h em ;  and  t h a t  t h e  r i go rou s 
p r e s s i n g  a n  o u t wa r d  U n i f o r m i t y,  b y  e n f o r c i n g 
Pe n a l t i e s ,  wa s  t h e  t r u e  way  t o  t h a t .  Pe a c e  t h a t 
i s  s o  d e s i r a b l e :  W h e r e a s  b y  Wo r s h i p p i n g  G o d 
n ow  a n d  t h e n  w i t h  t h e m  i n  t h e i r  way,  a s  we 
h ave  no  conc e r n  i n  s eve r a l  o f  t h e i r  Impo s i t i on s 
wh ich  we  mos t  m i s l i ke,  so  dec l a r ing  we  do  i t  t o 
t e s t i f i e  o u r  C h a r i t y,  w h i l e  we  s o  mu c h  d i s l i ke 
t h e  M e t h o d  t h ey  a r e  s o  f o n d  o f ,  we  e n c o u r a g e 
no th i ng  i n  t h em  bu t  c h a r i t a b l e  Though t s  o f  u s ; 
n ay,  we  t ake  a  p rope r  Method  to  conv ince  them, 
t h a t  l i b e r t y,  i n  i nd i f f e ren t  Ma t t e r s ,  i s  t h e  t r u e s t 
way  t o  Pe a c e ,  a s  f a r  a s  i t  i s  a t t a i n a b l e .  We  d e - 
c l a r e  a ga in s t  t h e  c on t i nuan c e  o f  t h e  Impo s i t i on s ,  even 
a s  f a r  a s  we  jo in  w i th  them;  by  p ro f e s s i ng ,  upon 
a l l  o c c a s i o n s ,  t h a t  we  d o  i t  n o t  a s  ow n i n g  t h e 
wa r r a n t a b l e n e s s  o f  t h e  Powe r  t h a t  f i x ’d  t h e m , 
bu t  i n  t e s t imony  o f  ou r  Cha r i t y  t o  t h em ,  unde r 
all their Disorders.
  If
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I f  t h i s  t e n d s  t o  u ph o l d  t h e  Imp o s i t i o n s ,  I  c anno t 
t e l l  wha t  wou ld  t end  to  d i s cou r age  them:  I f  t h i s 
b i n d e r s  a l l  A l t e r a t i o n s  a n d  A m e n d m e n t s ,  I  p ro f e s s 
I know not what would promote them.

As  for  those  in  the  Church tha t  would  pa r t  w i th 
C r o s s  a n d  Su r p l i c e ,  a nd  t h e  o the r  d i s pu t ed  Ce re - 
mon i e s ,  t h ey  a re  no t  s o  nume rou s  a s  i t  we re  t o 
be  w i sh ’d :  Bu t  I  th ink  yon  have  an  e a s i e  An swer 
t o  t h e m ,  w h e n  t h ey  a s k  yo u ,  w h a t  w i l l  s a t i s f i e , 
by  t e l l i ng  them,  t h a t  Un i t y  i n  t h i n g s  n e c e s s a r y,  L i - 
b e r t y  i n  t h i n g s  i n d i f f e r e n t ,  a n d  Cha r i t y  i n  a l l ,  w i l l 
do  i t  e f f e c t u a l l y.  I n  own ing  t h a t  t h e  t h i ng s  you 
s u b m i t  t o,  a s  p re s c r i b ’d  by  yo u r  G ove r n o r s ,  a r e 
w i t h i n  t h e  v e r g e  o f  t h e i r  p l a c e,  a nd  wh i c h  i t  b e l o n g s 
t o  t h e i r  Of f i c e  t o  d e t e rm ine,  a c c o rd ing  t o  t h e  Ru l e s  o f 
t h e  Wo rd ;  t h o ’ you  a c t ,  I  mu s t  c o n f e s s ,  c o n s i s t - 
e n t l y  w i t h  yo u r  s e l f ,  ye t  yo u  g o  mu c h  f a r t h e r 
t h an  I  c an :  Bu t  I ’m  f re e  you  h ave  you r  L i b e r t y, 
if you’ll but leave me mine.

To  m e ,  I  m u s t  c o n f e s s ,  i t  b o t h  wa s  a n d  i s  a 
m igh ty  Ob j ec t i on  ag a in s t  Con fo r mi t y,  t h a t  i f  we 
s u b m i t  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  I m p o s i t i o n s ,  ’t i s  h a rd  t o 
k n ow  w h e r e  we  s h a l l  s t o p .  Yo u  t e l l  m e ,  t h a t 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  a v ow e d  P r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h e  Chu r c h  o f 
Eng l and ,  n o  s u c h  t h i n g  c a n  b e  r e q u i r ’d ,  a s  t ho s e  I 
m e n t i o n ’d ,  n o r  c a n  a ny  D a n g e r  l i e  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r . 
B u t  t h i s  I  a m  n o t  c o nv i n c ’d  o f .  ’ T i s  t r u e ,  t h e 
Chu r c h  ha s  d e c l a r ’d  a g a i n s t  a l l  s up e r s t i t i o u s  Ce r emo - 
n i e s ;  bu t  a s  long  a s  She  mus t  judge  which  a re  so, 
and  wh i ch  a re  no t  s o,  how know I  ( t h a t  am  no t 
sa t i s f ied ,  those  She has  a t  present  enjoin’d are  f ree 
o f  a l l  Supe r s t i t i on )  tha t  She  may not  in  t ime come 
t o  r e c ko n  s o m e  o t h e r  C e r e m o n i e s ,  t h a t  a t  t h e 
Re fo r ma t ion  were  d i s c a rded ,  to  be  a s  f ree  o f  Su- 
p e r s t i t i o n  a s  t ho s e  She  re t a i n ’d .  I  h ave  t h e  mo re 
re a son  to  be  a f r a i d  o f  i t ,  h av ing  a t  s ome  ce r t a i n 
s e a son s  found  ev iden t  Work ing s  o f  such  an  Inc l i - 
n a t i o n  i n  t h o s e  t h a t  h ave  b e e n  a t  t h e  H e l m  i n
  the
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t h e  C h u r c h .  S h e  h a s  d e c l a r e d  a l s o  a g a i n s t  mu l t i - 
p l i c i t y  o f  Ce r emon i e s ;  bu t  who can  s ay  She  may ’n t 
h ave  a n  A r t  o f  a dd i n g  t h re e  t ime s  a s  many  Ce - 
remon ie s  more  i f  She  s e e s  occ a s i on ,  w i thou t  be - 
i n g  c h a r g e a b l e  w i t h  m u l t i p l y i n g  t h e m .  Fo r ,  f o r 
wha t  I  c an  d i s c e r n ,  i f  She  shou ld  do  so,  and  ye t 
s ay  She  d id  no t  mu l t i p ly ,  we  shou ld  be  bound  to 
believe her.

You appea r,  I  con fe s s ,  o f  the  con t r a r y  op in ion ; 
and  in t ima t e,  t h a t  you  wou l d  b e  n o  mo r e  o b l i g ’d  t o 
c omp ly  w i t h  t h em than  I .  Which  i s  a  l i t t l e  s t r ange. 
For  i f  you  own he r  Powe r  t o  De c r e e  R i t e s  and  Ce - 
r emon i e s ,  wh i ch  I  do  no t ,  you  mu s t  c e r t a i n l y  b e 
o b l i g ’d  f a r t h e r  t h a n  I .  Yo u  mu s t ,  t o  f r e e  yo u r 
s e l f  f rom an  Obl iga t ion  in  any  ca se  in  which  She 
t h i n k s  f i t  t o  i m p o s e ,  b e  f o r c ’d  t o  g i ve  d i s t i n c t 
p roo f  tha t  She  exceed s  the  bounds  o f  he r  Power s 
w h i c h  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  c e r t a i n l y  t o  f i x :  W h e r e a s 
wh i l e  I  own  no  such  Power s  I  l e ave  the  Deba t e s 
a b o u t  t h e  B o u n d s  o f  i t ,  t o  t h o s e  w h o  t h i n k  a 
Di spute  on tha t  Head can  be  to  the i r  Ed i f i ca t ion , 
o r  S a t i s f a c t i on .  And  i f  s t i l l  You  a re  a s  f r e e  a s  I , 
1  hear t i ly  cong ra tu la te  you,  and re jo ice  wi th you^ 
and  s e e  no  o c c a s i on  f o r  a ny  f a r t h e r  Con t en t i on 
about the matter.

H av i n g  t h u s  l i g h t l y  t o u c h ’d  o n  my  f i r s t  Pa r t , 
and  my In t roduc t ion ,  you  a t  l eng th  f a l l  upon  the 
s e cond  Pa r t  o f  my  De f ence,  whe re  you  t re a t  me 
m o s t  s e ve r e l y ;  a n d  w i l l  a l l ow  m e  n o  Q u a r t e r . 
A l l  t h a t  I  c a n  s a y  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  i s  t h i s :  H a d 
you  b e en  mo re  f r e e  o f  you r  Re a s on s ,  a nd  mo re 
s p a r i n g  i n  yo u r  C e n s u r e s  a n d  A s p e r s i o n s ;  h a d 
t h e r e  b e e n  m o re  o f  C a n d o r  i n  yo u r  D i s c o u r s e , 
and  l e s s  o f  Pa s s ion ;  more  Franknes s ,  and  l e s s  Pa r t 
t i a l i t y,  I  don ’t  t h ink  i t  wou ld  have  been  any  d a - 
m a g e  t o  t h e  C a u s e  yo u  e s p o u s e .  H oweve r ,  I ’ l l 
touch  upon  the  s eve r a l  Head s  o f  the  Deba te,  and 
m a ke  s o m e  R e m a r k s  u p o n  yo u r  Tre a t m e n t ;  bu t
 U in
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in  such  a  manner,  a s  to  g ive  you  a s  l i t t l e  o f f ence 
as may be.

You  b eg i n  w i t h  t h e  A f f a i r  o f  As s e n t  a nd  Con - 
s e n t :  Which  i s  i ndeed  a  c ap i t a l  Pa r t  o f  t he  Con- 
t r o v e r s i e .  Yo u  a d d  a  g r e a t  m a n y  Wo r d s ,  b u t 
n o t h i n g  t h a t  I  c a n  s e e  t h a t  i s  n ew.  Yo u  m a ke 
g r e a t  O u t - c r i e s  w i t h  ve r y  l i t t l e  R e a s o n .  Yo u 
a re  unwi l l i ng  to  l e t  t he  Ma t t e r  be  de t e r min ’d  by 
an  Ev idence  which ,  I  mus t  confe s s ,  I  thought  de- 
c i s i ve .  A n d  w h e n  yo u  h ave  s p e n t  a  g r e a t  m a ny 
P a g e s  u p o n  t h e  M a t t e r ,  we  a r e  b u t  w h e r e  we 
we r e .  Yo u  s e e m  t o  t h i n k  yo u  d i d  we l l  t o  A s - 
s e n t  a n d  C o n s e n t ,  a n d  t h a t  b a r e l y  t o  t h e  u s e  o f 
wha t  i s  p re s c r i b ’d :  Whe re a s ,  f o r  my  p a r t ,  i n  t h e 
Wor sh ip  o f  God ,  I  shou ld  no t  Ass en t  and  Cons en t 
t o  u s e  wha t  I  d id  no t  app rove  o f ,  no r  th ink  th a t 
i n  do ing  so,  I  an swer ’d  the  end  o f  t he  Cons t i t u - 
tion.

B y  t h e  way,  yo u  c h a r g e  m e  w i t h  a  M i s t a ke , 
t h a t  I  s a i d  t h e  S e t t l em e n t  f i x ’d ,  by  t h e  Un i f o r m i t y 
A c t ,  wa s  e x p r e s l y  a p p o i n t e d  t o  r o o t  o u t  D i s c o r d  i n 
Op in i on ,  and  e s t a b l i s h  Ag r e emen t  i n  Re l i g i on :  But  I 
hope  you  wou ld  no t  h ave  i t  a  c ap i t a l  one,  when 
a ny  M a n  t h a t  r e a d s  t h e  P r e a m b l e  o f  t h a t  A c t , 
w i l l  f i n d  i t  d e c l a r ’d  i n  s o  m a ny  Wo rd s ,  t h a t  i t 
wa s  f o r  t h e  p r e v e n t i n g  Fa c t i o n s  a n d  S c h i sm s,  t o  t h e 
g r e a t  d e c ay  a n d  s c a n d a l  o f  t h e  R e f o r m ’d  R e l i g i o n  o f 
t h e  C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d ,  a n d  f o r  s e t t l i n g  t h e  P e a c e 
o f  t h e  C h u r c h ,  t h a t  i t  wa s  s o  a n d  s o  E n a c t e d .  I 
mu s t :  con f e s s  I  am  he re  a t  a  l o f s  f o r  t h e  d i f f e r - 
ence.

A l i t t l e  a f te r  you charge me wi th what  i s  wor se. 
You  t e l l  me.  Tha t  whe re a s  you r  Wo rd s  w e r e  und e - 
n i a b l y  t r u e  a s  y o u  l a i d  t h e m  d o w n ,  I  h a v e  m a d e 
them r id i cu l ous,  and  wor s e,  by  my r epea t ing  them,  and 
l e a v i n g  o u t  wh a t  e x p l a i n s  t h em .  I  c an  s a f e l y  s ay  I 
h a d  n o  s u c h  d e s i g n .  Fo r  I  g ave  yo u r  A s s e r t i o n 
a n d  yo u r  R e a s o n  f o r  i t .  Yo u r  A s s e r t i o n  w a s ,
  that
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th a t  t he  s en s e  o f  t he  Impo se r s  o f  t he s e  D i spu t a - 
b l e  M a t t e r s  wa s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  b e  k n ow n .  Yo u r 
R e a s o n  wa s ,  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  o f  S e n - 
t i m e n t s  i n  s u c h  g r e a t  B o d i e s  o f  M e n  a s  Two 
H o u s e s  o f  P a r l i a m e n t ,  o r  C o nvo c a t i o n .  H a d  I 
i n t e n d e d  t o  h ave  c o n c e a l ’d  yo u r  m e a n i n g ,  t h a t 
the i r  sense  was  imposs ible  to  be known un l e s s  they 
d e c l a r ’d  i t ,  I  s hou ld  h a rd l y  h ave  g iven  you r  Rea- 
s on ,  wh i ch  I  t h i nk  s u f f i c i en t l y  exp l a i n s  i t  w i t h - 
ou t  t h a t  Add i t i on .  Fo r  t h e  s en s e  o f  t h e  g re a t e s t 
Bodie s  I  suppose  you can ’t  deny i s  a s  po s s i b l e ,  nay 
a s  e a s i e  t o  b e  known ,  when  i t  i s  d e c l a r ’d ,  a s  t h e 
s e n s e  o f  a n y  p a r t i c u l a r  Pe r s o n s .  Yo u  m ay  b e - 
l i e ve  m e  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  A b b r e v i a t i n g  wa s  t h e 
on l y  de s i gn  o f  t h a t  omi s s i on ,  and  s eve r a l  o the r s ; 
w h e r e ,  h a d  I  n o t  b e e n  u n w i l l i n g  t o  e n l a r g e ,  I 
h ad  g iven  you r  Word s  a t  f u l l  l eng th ;  and  s hou ld 
h ave  done  i t  h e re ,  h a d  I  t hough t  you ’d  h ave  s o 
i n t e r p r e t e d  my  o m i s s i o n .  H owe ve r ,  a s  l o n g  a s 
I  n eve r  ch a r g ’d  you  w i th  deny ing  t he  po s s i b i l i t y 
o f  k n ow i n g  t h e i r  s e n s e ,  w h e n  i t  wa s  d e c l a r ’d ,  I 
c an ’t  s e e  tha t  I  h ave  done  you  any  wrong ;  bu t  i f 
I  have,  I  beg  your  Pa rdon ,  and  am f ree  to  do  the 
like in any other case.

A g a i n ,  yo u  f a l l  u p o n  m e  f o r  n o t  h av i n g  r e - 
c ou r s e  t o  t h e  p r i n t e d  L e t t e r  t o  you ,  wh i ch  you 
s e n t  m e ,  t o u c h i n g  t h e  D e c l a r a t i o n ,  & c .  A n d  l e s t 
s u f f i c i en t  no t i c e  s hou ld  no t  be  t aken  o f  i t ,  a s  i t 
was  ment ion’d  in  the  Body o f  the  Book,  you have  
i t  aga in  in  your  Index ,  a s  an  ev idence  tha t  I  w i t - 
t i n g ly  n e g l e c t e d  t h e  Exp l i c a t i o n  o f  y ou r  De f e n c e .  By 
which  l  pe rce ive  you  l a id  a  g rea t e r  s t re s s  on  tha t 
L e t t e r  t h a n  I  a p p re h e n d e d .  C o u l d  I  h ave  f o u n d 
any  th ing  o f  we igh t  in  i t  added  to  wha t  you  had 
before advanc’d,  I  had taken more not ice of  i t :  But 
look ing  upon  i t  r a the r  a s  a  Ma tk  o f  the  Author ’s 
g o o d - w i l l  t o  t h e  C a u s e ,  t h a n  a n y  a d d i t i o n  o f 
s t reng th  t o  s uppo r t  i t ,  I  con f e s s  I  d i d  no t  t h i nk
 U 2 my
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my  s e l f  ob l i g ’d  t o  en l a r g e  i n  con s i d e r i ng  i t .  Bu t 
i t  s e ems  I  m igh t  h ave  s ub s t i t u t ed  t h e  con s i d e r a - 
t i on  o f  t h a t  Le t t e r  i n  t he  room o f  my  Hi s t o r y  o f 
Sub s c r i p t i on s .  Had  I  though t  so,  I  mos t  con fe s s ,  I 
h a d  s av ’d  my  s e l f  mu c h  T i m e  a n d  Pa i n s .  B u t  I 
f ind  ’t i s  ve r y  common for  Mens  va lue  o f  Pa in s  to 
r i s e  o r  f a l l ,  a c c o rd i n g  a s  t h e i r  ow n  N o t i o n s  o f 
t h i n g s  a r e  s u i t e d  o r  c r o s s ’d .  Wav i n g  Pe r s o n a l 
M a t t e r s ,  I ’ l l  c o m e  t o  t h e  Po i n t .  I  t h o u g h t  I 
h a d  c l e a r ’d  t h i s  m a t t e r  f u l l y,  by  t h e  H i s t o r i c a l 
A c c o u n t  I  g ave  yo u ;  a n d  f o r  s a t i s f a c t i o n  i n  t h e 
t r u t h  o f  wh i ch  I  r e f e r  you  t o  t h e  J o u r n a l  o f  t h e 
L o r d s .  I  p r o f e s s  i t  g r i e v e s  m e  t o  s e e  h o w 
you  a re  pu t  to  i t .  You  s ay,  I  d on ’t  p r e t e nd  t o  h a ve 
s e a r c h ’d  t h e  J o u r n a l s  o f  t h e  H o u s e .  W h a t  o f  t h a t ? 
Yo u  mu s t  s u p p o s e  m e  s o  we a k  a s  t o  d e s e r ve  a n 
Ar t i c l e  in  g rea t  Le t t e r s  in  your  Ind ex ,  i f  I  shou ld 
r e f e r  yo u  t h i t h e r ,  a n d  h a d  n o t  g o o d  r e a s o n  t o 
b e l i eve  t h a t  yo u ’d  t h e r e  f i n d  my  A c c o u n t  c o n - 
firm’d.

Have  you  s e a rch ’d  and  found  i t  f a l s e ?  I  s hou ld 
h ave  t h o u g h t  s u c h  a  s e a r c h  wo r t h  yo u r  w h i l e . 
N ay  yo u r  n e g l e c t  o f  i t  wa s  i n e x c u s a b l e ,  w h e n 
t h e  w h o l e  D e b a t e  o n  t h i s  H e a d  t u r n s  u p o n  i t . 
A c c e s s  h a d  b e e n  e a s i e .  T h e  H o u s e  o f  L o r d s  i s  a 
Cou r t  o f  Reco rd s :  The re  i s  re s o r t  t o  t h e i r  J o u r - 
n a l  eve r y  Te r m upon  many  Occa s i on s ;  and  I  ne - 
ver  heard that  any Man was  deny’d the l iber ty of  a 
search after any Matter,  upon paying the usual Fees. 
What  a  poor  Evas ion i s  i t  to  s ay,  you  suppo s e  I  r e - 
c e i v ’d  i t  f r o m  s o m e  a n c i e n t  G e n t l e m a n !  W h a t ’s 
t h a t  t o  t h e  p u r p o s e ?  L e t  m e  r e c e i ve  i t  h ow  o r 
f ro m  w h o m  I  w i l l ,  I  r e f e r r ’d  yo u  t o  t h e  L o r d s 
J ou r n a l  f o r  s a t i s f a c t i on .  Bu t  you  wi l l  f a r the r  s up - 
p o s e  t h e  Gen t l eman  t h a t  g a v e  m e  t h e  A c c o un t  m i g h t 
h a v e  a  d i s l i k e  t o  t h e  P r o c e e d i n g s  o f  t h e  m a j o r  p a r t 
o f  t h e  Commons,  and  i n c l i n ’d  t o  r e p r e s en t  t h e  Ma t t e r 
a s  s u i t a b l e  t o  t h e  De s i g n  f o r  wh i c h  I  qu o t e  i t ,  a s  h e
  could
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c ou ld  do  w i th  t ru th .  But  what  need  o f  such  a  weak 
Suppo s i t i on ,  i n  a  c a s e  whe re  I  pu t  you  in  a  way 
o f  l e t t i n g  yo u r  ow n  E ye s  g i ve  yo u  s a t i s f a c t i o n ? 
Tho ’ upon  s e cond  Though t s  I  don ’t  know bu t  i t 
may  b e  ve r y  we l l  t h a t  t h e  Lo rd s  J o u r n a l  d i d  no t 
f a l l  under  your  In spec t ion  in  the  Mood you were 
i n ,  when  you  made  t he s e  Suppo s i t i on s :  Fo r,  h ad 
you  found  my Account  con f i r m’d ,  and  ve r i f y ’d  in 
ever y  par t ,  I ’m a f ra id  you’d  have been apt  to  have 
s u p p o s ’d ,  t h a t  t h e  ve r y  J o u r n a l  i t  s e l f  h a d  b e e n 
a l t e r ’d  i n  my  f avou r,  and  on  pu r po s e  to  g ive  me 
the advantage over you.

Hav ing  done  w i th  Suppo s i t i on s ,  you  go  to  Ar - 
gu ing .  You  s ay,  t h e  i nwa rd  s e n s e  o f  o n e  p a r t  o f  t h e 
L e g i s l a t u r e ,  n am e ly,  t h e  Hou s e  o f  L o rd s,  wa s  c l e a r - 
l y  f o r  y o u .  I  s a y,  N o.  I t  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  t h e y 
we re  f o r  you ,  t h a t  t h e  b a re  u s e  wa s  a l l  t h a t  wa s 
i n t ended  by  the  Ac t  o f  Un i fo r mi ty ;  bu t  ou t  o f  a 
s e n s e  o f  t h e  i n c o nve n i e n c e  o f  a ny  t h i n g  m o re , 
t h ey  we re  f o r  mak ing  t h a t  s u f f i c i en t  f o r  t ime  t o 
come,  bu t  cou l d  no t  p reva i l :  I t  wa s  t h e i r  d e s i re 
i t  m i g h t  b e  s o,  n o t  t h e i r  s e n s e  i t  wa s  s o.  T h e 
C l au s e  t h e  Lo rd s  we re  f o r  a dd i ng  r an  t hu s ;  And 
be  i t  Ena c t ed  and  Dec l a r ’d  by  the  Autho r i t y  a f o r e sa id . 
Tha t  t h e  De c l a ra t i o n  and  Sub s c r i p t i o n  o f  A s s e n t  and 
Consen t  in  the  sa id  Ac t  ment ion’d ,  sha l l  b e  unde r s t ood 
on ly  a s  t o  th e  P ra c t i s e  and  Obed i en c e  t o  th e  s a id  Ac t , 
a n d  n o t  o t h e r w i s e .  T h i s  c o u l d  n o t  b e  c a r r y ’d . 
Give  a  rea son for  i t  i f  you can ,  be s ide s  th i s :  Tha t 
the  Ma jo r i t y  o f  the  Two House s ,  when  the  Ma s - 
t e r  c ame  t o  b e  c l o s e l y  d eb a t ed ,  we re  f o r  h av i ng 
mo re  unde r s t ood  by  A s s en t i n g ,  Con s en t i n g ,  a nd 
Sub sc r ib ing ,  than  Ag ree ing  Ord ina r i l y  to  u se  the 
Common-Pr aye r -Book ,  and  p r a c t i s i ng  i n  Pub l i ck 
Wo r s h i p  a c c o r d i n g  t o  i t .  Yo u  t a l k  o f  t h e  i n - 
wa r d  s e n s e  o f  t h e  L o r d s  i n  t h e  c a s e .  T h a t  wa s  a - 
g a i n s t  yo u  r a t h e r  t h a n  f o r  yo u .  Fo r  t h ey  we r e 
s e n s i b l e  m o re  t h a n  b a r e  u s e  wa s  t h e n  r e q u i r ’d ,
 U 3 and
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and would be so for  t ime to come:  And they were 
fo r  ena c t i n g  and  d e c l a r i n g ,  th a t  Use  shou ld  fo r  the 
fu tu re  be  su f f i c i en t .  In  the  De te r mina t ion  wh ich 
they  were  inc l ined  to,  fo r  the  fu tu re  indeed  they 
a g re e d  w i t h  you :  Bu t  a s  l o ng  a s  t h a t  c o u l d  n o t 
b e  c a r r i e d ,  I  d o n ’t  s e e  yo u  c a n  a r g u e  f ro m  i t . 
Fo r  w h e n  t h e  M a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  L o rd s  H o u s e ,  a f - 
t e r  a  D e b a t e  w i t h  t h e  C o m m o n s ,  we re  f o r  l e av - 
i n g  t h i s  C l a u s e  o u t ,  a n d  s o  y i e l d i n g  t h a t  m o re 
th an  Use  s hou ld  be  unde r s tood ,  r a the r  t h an  they 
wo u l d  o f f e n d  t h e  C o m m o n s ,  I  d o n ’t  s e e  b u t  i t 
wa s  t h e  i n wa r d  S e n s e  o f  t h e  M a j o r i t y,  t h a t  b a r e 
U s e  mu s t  n o t  d o,  a n d  wo u l d  n o t  s u f f i c e  t o  a n - 
swer the Law.

You  a re  p l e a s ed  t o  s ay,  wha t e v e r  m i nd  t h e  Com- 
mon s  w e r e  o f,  y o u  a r e  s u r e  t h e  L o rd s  w e r e  f o r  y o u r 
S e n s e  a t  l e a s t  t i l l  Ju l y  18 .  16 6 3.  wh e r e a s  t h e  L aw 
t h a t  o b l i g e e t h  y o u  wa s  A n n o  16 6 2 .  B u t  h e re  yo u 
r un  too  f a s t .  You  c anno t  be  su re  o f  i t ;  t he  con- 
t r a r y  i s  r a t h e r  ev i d en t .  Bu t  i f  yo u  h a d  t h e m  o f 
your  Sen se  t i l l  t hen ,  wha t  s i gn i f i e s  i t ,  a s  l ong  a s 
’ t i s  e v i d e n t  t h e y  v a r y ’d  t h e n  a n d  a f t e r w a r d s ? 
Nay,  wha t  s i gn i f i e s  i t  t o  have  the i r  i nwa rd  S en s e , 
i f  yo u  h ave  n o t  t h a t  o f  t h e  C o m m o n s ?  B u t  yo u 
s a y,  T h e r e  w e r e  s e v e r a l  A m e n d m e n t s ,  a n d  t h i s 
C l au s e  wa s  bu t  o n e ;  a nd  i n  t h i s  t h i n g  you  qu e s t i o n , 
w h e t h e r  t h e  M a t t e r  b e  f a i r l y  r e p r e s e n t e d :  F o r  t h a t 
you  suppo s e  i t  h i gh ly  p r o bab l e  t h a t  t h e  Commons  d i d 
n o t  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  t h i s  C l au s e  by  i t  s e l f  bu t  a g a i n s t 
s e v e r a l  A l t e r a t i o n s  a n d  t h i s  a m o n g  t h e m .  A  g o o d 
Gue s s  enough ,  I  con f e s s :  Bu t  t h e re  wa s  h e re  no 
need  fo r  i t ,  when  you  migh t  h ave  s e en  the  Ma t - 
t e r  w i t h  yo u r  ow n  E ye s  bu t  n e g l e c t e d  i t :  A n d 
1  c a n  a s s u re  yo u  t h e re ’s  n o  ro o m  f o r  i t .  Fo r  i t 
w a s  n o t  t i l l  a f t e r  t h e  o t h e r  A m e n d m e n t s  a n d 
A l t e r a t i on s  h a d  b e en  re a d  Tw i c e  a nd  a g re ed  t o, 
t h a t  t h e  a dd i t i on a l  C l au s e  wa s  re a d .  And  i t  wa s 
immed i a t e l y  b e f o re  t h e  Que s t i on  wa s  pu t ,  whe -
  ther
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ther  to  ag ree  wi th  the  Commit tee  in  tha t  C lau se, 
tha t  d ive r s  Lord s  de s i r ’d  l e ave  to  en te r  the i r  P ro- 
t e s t a t ion ,  i f  the  Ques t ion  was  re so lved  in  the  Af- 
f i r mat ive.  The  o ther  Amendment s  were  l e f t  mate- 
r i a l .  H e r e  w a s  a l l  t h e  D e b a t e ;  a n d  h e r e  t h e 
M a t t e r  p r i n c i p a l l y  t u r n ’d .  B u t  t o  s u p p o s e  t h e 
Commons ,  who  by  a l l  t h e  Ac t s  t h a t  t h ey  a t  t h a t 
t i m e  m a d e ,  a p p e a r  t o  h a ve  r u n  a l l  T h i n g s  t o 
t h e  h i ghe s t ,  t o  oppo s e  t h e  mode r a t e  Pa r t  o f  t h e 
House  o f  Pee r s ,  when  Zea lou s  fo r  add ing  a  so f t - 
n i n g  C l a u s e  i n  a n  A c t  d e s i g n ’d  f o r  t h e  f a r t h e r 
E x p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  A c t  f o r  U n i f o r m i t y ;  a n d  t o 
do i t  for  th i s  Reason,  because  i t  wa s  in  th e i r  Judg - 
m e n t  n e e d l e s s,  a n d  d e c l a r a t i v e  o n l y,  o f  w h a t  t h e y 
t h o u g h t  a l r e a dy  s u f f i c i e n t l y  d e c l a r e d  i n  t h e  A c t  i t 
s e l f ,  i s  s o  w i l d  a  S u p p o s i t i o n ,  a n d  c a r r y s  i n  i t 
s o  d i r e c t  a n  I m p o s s i b i l i t y,  t h a t  ’t i s  t o  ve r y  l i t - 
t l e  p u r p o s e  t o  a r g u e  w i t h  o n e  t h a t  l a y s  s t r e s s 
u p o n  i t .  A n d  b e h o l d  a f t e r  a l l ,  I  p u t  yo u  i n t o 
a  way  t o  c om e  t o  t h e  Kn ow l e d g e  o f  Ma t t e r  o f  Fa c t , 
by  repa i r i ng  to  the  C l e rk  o f  t he  House  o f  Lo rd s 
t o  s e e  t h e i r  J o u r n a l ;  wh i ch  i f  you  do,  you  n e ed 
no t  d epend  on  my  Re l a t i o n  a ny  f a r t h e r  t h an  you 
f i n d  i t  a g r e e a b l e  w i t h  w h a t  i s  t h e r e  i n s e r t e d . 
T h i s  I  p u t  yo u  u p o n ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  C o n t rove r s y 
turns upon the Matter.

A s  f o r  Rea s on s ,  i f  i n  th i s  Ca s e  you  c an  f i nd  a - 
ny in the Journal ,  either of Lords  or Commons ,  I shal l 
wo n d e r  a t  i t :  F o r  t h a t  i s  a  r a r e  t h i n g :  T h e y 
en te r  Fac t ,  w i thout  Rea sons ,  un le s s  i t  be  o f  l a t e. 
You  wan t  t o  know why  t h e  Common s  h a d  n o  mo r e 
P r o s e l y t e s  w i t h o u t  D o o r s ?  Tr u l y  S i r ,  yo u  p u t  m e 
t o  i t .  Fo r  i f  I  d o  n o t  a n swe r ,  yo u  t e l l  m e ,  a l l 
my  A r g u m e n t  f r o m  t h i s  R e l a t i o n  i s  a n  A b s u r d i t y . 
And  i f  I  s hou ld  an swer  i t ,  you ’d  be  re ady  to  t e l l 
me,  t h a t  I  wa s  Cen so r i ou s ,  a nd  wen t  t oo  f a r  i n 
j udg ing ,  &c.  a s  you  so  o f t en  do  on  o the r  Occa - 
s i o n s ,  B u t  r e a l l y  I  d o n ’t  t h i n k  my  s e l f  o b l i g e d
 U 4 to
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to  account :  for  the Matter,  I ’ l l  l eave you to gues s . 
You a sk  me,  Why no t  One  Book  in  Fo r ty  Yea r s  f r om 
the  Hot t e s t  Chur c h-men,  to  de c l a r e  aga ins t  your  Sense, 
g i v en  by  Fu lwood ,  Fa lkne r,  She r lock  and  S t i l l i ng- 
f l e e t ,  &c .  Po s s i b l y  they  a re  fo r  l e av ing  i t  to  Men 
o f  you r  S en s e  t o  d r aw  Pe r s on s  i n t o  t h e  Chu rch , 
a s  t h i n k i n g  t h e y  s h a l l  b e  we l l  e n o u g h  a b l e  t o 
d e a l  w i t h  t h e m  w h e n  yo u  h ave  d r aw n  t h e m  i n ; 
though  no t  so  l i ke l y  to  en t i c e  them to  en te r  the 
C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  a s  yo u  b y  yo u r  s o f t e r  S e n s e  o f 
th ing s  may  do.  Th i s  ha s  been  sugge s t ed  by  some. 
A n d  I  m u s t  n e e d s  s a y,  I  b e l i e ve  t h e r e  m ay  b e 
something in it.

Yo u  s t i l l  s e e m  t o  q u e s t i o n ,  w h e t h e r  a ny  M a n 
g ave  h i s  As s e n t  and  Con s e n t  i n  t he  Sen s e  we  pu t 
u p o n  t h a t  D e c l a r a t i o n .  N ay,  yo u  q u e s t i o n  i t  a s 
to  Dr.  She r man  h imse l f ,  whose  Ca se  I  men t ion ’d . 
I  wonde r,  I  mus t  con f e s s ,  you  shou ld  s ay  I  don ’t 
t e l l  you where  you may enqui re  f a r ther  about  the 
S t o r y  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  D o c t o r ,  w h e n  I  t e l l  yo u 
w h e r e  h e  wa s  M i n i s t e r ,  a n d  a t  w h a t  P l a c e  h e 
made  h i s  Rec an t a t i on .  Had  I  d e s i r ’d  P r iva c y  o r 
C o n c e a l m e n t ,  o r  h a d  a ny  d e s i g n  t o  s e r ve ,  yo u 
may be  a s sured ,  I  should  have  ment ioned the  Per- 
s o n  o n l y,  a n d  s a i d  n o t h i n g  o f  t h e  P l a c e .  T h o ’ 
I  don ’t  s e e  how I  am c apab l e  o f  t ak ing  any  Me- 
thod  to  ce r t i f y  you about  a  Mat te r  o f  Fac t ,  when 
a  Re f e rence  even  to  the  Lo rd s  J o u r n a l ,  ( t he  mos t 
A u t h e n t i c k  E v i d e n c e  i n  t h e  K i n g d o m )  w i l l  n o t 
g i ve  yo u  S a t i s f a c t i o n .  B u t  w h e t h e r  h e  d i d  n o t 
Af f e n t  and  Con s en t  t o  more  th an  the  l i f e ,  l e t  any 
M a n  j u d g e ,  t h a t  r e a d s  h i s  R e c a n t a t i o n  w h i c h  I 
have inserted.

Bu t  you  t e l l  me,  on e  Pa s s a g e  i s  o b l i g i n g :  I  p ro - 
f e s s  I ’ m  g l a d  t h e r e  i s  o n e .  A n d  t h a t  i f  I  w o u l d 
h a ve  s p ok en  ou t ,  i t  m i g h t  h a ve  b e e n  a  g o o d  s t e p  t o - 
w a r d s  t h e  e n d i n g  o f  t h i s  Pa r t  o f  t h e  C o n t r o v e r s y . 
’T i s  a  ve r y  good  Hea r ing ,  I ’ l l  t r y  i f  I  c an  s pe ak
  out
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o u t  n ow.  Yo u  s ay  I  s e e m  w i l l i n g  t o  s u p p o s e  i t 
t o  b e  a n  H y p e r b o l e  i n  t h e  G e n t l e m a n  I  q u o t e d , 
who sa i th ,  [ t ha t  Word s  c ou ld  s c a r c e  b e  d ev i s ed  by  th e 
Wi t  o f  Man mor e  fu l l  and  mo r e  S i gn i f i c an t  than  tho s e 
i n  t h e  Common -P raye r  B o o k . ]  And  a t  t h i s  you  a re 
m i gh t i l y  p l e a s e d .  Tr u l y  S i r ,  you  n e ed  no t  s p e ak 
so  d im inu t ive l y  i n  t he  Ca s e ;  f o r  I  f r ank l y  a s s u re 
you ,  I  men t ion ’d  the  Word s  a s  Hype rbo l i c a l ;  and 
so  I  d id  wha t  fo l lows  a s  to  t h e  h i gh e s t  J u s t i f i c a t i on 
and  Commenda t i o n  o f  e v e r y  Po i n t  a nd  Sy l l a b l e ,  &c. 
A l l  t h a t  I  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e r e b y  w a s  t h i s :  T h a t 
the  As s en t i n g  and  Con s en t i n g  t o  a l l  and  e ve r y  t h i n g 
c o n t a i n e d  a n d  p r e s c r i b e d ,  & c .  wa s  t o o  mu c h ,  f o r 
a  Book  t h a t  c on t a i n s  many  t h i n g s  l i a b l e  t o  j u s t 
E x c e p t i o n .  A n d  t h a t  ye t  c o n t i n u e s  my  N o t i o n 
o f  t h e  C o m m o n - P r aye r  B o o k .  T h a t  t h e  M i n i - 
s t e r s ,  t h a t  we re  E j e c t ed ,  h ad  good  re a son  t o  re - 
f u s e  s u ch  a n  As s e n t  a nd  Con s e n t ;  I  t h i nk  I  h ave 
p r o v ’d .  T h a t  w e  t h a t  c o m e  a f t e r  t h e m  m a y 
jus t ly  cont inue in that  Refusa l ,  upon the Evidence 
I  h ave  g iven ,  th a t  you r  Sen s e  i s  oppo s i t e  to  th a t 
o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t o r s ,  i s  w h a t  I  a m  t h e  m o re  c o n - 
f i r m ’d  i n ,  f ro m  t h e  We a k n e s s  o f  yo u r  R e p l y  t o 
i t .  And  s i n c e  you  h ave  no t h i n g  t o  d i s p rove  me, 
bu t  S u p p o s i t i o n s ,  I  s h a n ’t  e n l a r g e .  Fo r  I ’ m  n o 
Admirer of arguing for Argument sake.

A s  m u c h  h owe ve r  a s  yo u  we r e  o b l i g e d  w i t h 
t h e  H i n t  f o r e g o i n g ;  a n d  a s  m u c h  a s  yo u  p ro - 
mi sed  t o  y i e l d  unde r  t h e  n ex t  Pa rag raph ,   in s tead  o f 
a ny  m igh t y  Conce s s i on ,  I  f i nd  I  am  i n  t h e  ve r y 
n ex t  Pa g e ,  ( upon  a  c e r t a i n  Suppo s i t i on )  c h a r g ’d 
wi th  a  ba s e  and  s l and e r ou s  Re f l e c t i on ,  unwo r thy  o f  a 
Bro the r  and Fe l l ow-Chr i s t i an .  These are  hard Words , 
a nd  s u ch  a s  I  s h an ’t  s t udy  t o  re t u r n .  I ’ l l  q u i t  a 
Cause  tha t  needs  such  Methods  to  suppor t  i t .  For 
my  p a r t ,  i f  I  c a n  j u d g e  by  yo u r  W r i t i n g s ,  yo u 
rema in  a s  d i s s a t i s f i e d  w i th  s ome  th ing s ,  t h a t  a re 
i n  t he  Common P r aye r  requ i r ’d  t o  be  u s ed ,  ( and
  that
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t h a t  s o  f a r  a s  t h ey  a re  re qu i re d  t o  b e  u s ed  t oo ) 
a s  some  o f  u s ,  who  fo r  tho se  th ing s  a re  kep t  ou t 
o f  t h e  C h u r c h .  I ’ l l  g i ve  yo u  f o r  I n s t a n c e  t h e 
O f f i c e  f o r  t h e  B u r i a l  o f  t h e  D e a d :  W h i c h  yo u 
know i s  t o  be  u s ed  ove r  a l l ,  bu t  such  a s  d i e  un- 
b a p t i z e d ,  o r  E x c o m m u n i c a t e .  A n d  ye t  yo u  a r e 
so  d i s s a t i s f i ed  to  u se  i t  in  the  Ca se  o f  some,  tha t 
yo u  d e c l a r e  yo u r  s e l f ,  yo u ’ l l  r a t h e r  t a k e  yo u r 
Hor s e  and  r i d e  ou t  o f  Town ,  t h an  s t ay  and  pe r - 
f o r m  t h e  O f f i c e .  I ’d  f a i n  k n o w  t h e n ,  w h e r e 
l i e s  the  Bas ene s s  and  the  Slande r ou sne s s  o f  a  Re f l e - 
c t i on ,  for  which your  se l f  have g iven so jus t  Occa- 
s ion?  I  be s eech  you  nex t  t ime  g ive  so f t e r  Word s : 
D o  i t  a t  l e a s t  f o r  yo u r  ow n  s a k e ,  i f  n o t  f o r 
mine.

I  h e a r t i l y  c o n c u r  w i t h  yo u  i n  yo u r  O p i n i o n , 
t h a t  the  Th ing s  ou r  Deba t e s  r un  upon  migh t  v e r y 
we l l  b e  s pa r ed ,  w i thou t  any  De t r imen t  t o  Re l i g i on  o r. 
t h e  p u b l i c k  Wo r s h i p,  a n d  f o r  P e a c e  a n d  Un i o n  s a k e 
they  hav ing  b e en  the  Oc ca s i on  o f  s o  muc h  Cont en t i on , 
a n d  Q u a r r e l  a m o n g s t  u s .  O n l y  a t  yo u r  L e i s u r e 
you may  th ink ,  i f  the se  th ing s  have  b e en  t h e  Oc c a - 
s i on  o f  s o  mu c h  Con t en t i on  and  Qua r r e l  among s t  u s , 
How you  cou ld  s ay,  p a g .  61.  Tha t  t h e  d e t e r m i n i n g 
t h e m  wa s  e x p e d i e n t  t o  p r e v e n t  F a c t i o n s  a n d  D i v i - 
sions.

A f t e r  a l l ,  i f  you  h a v e  n o t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  t h e  E - 
j e c t e d  M in i s t e r s  i n  t h i s  Ma t t e r ,  I  h ave  no th ing  t o, 
d o  w i t h  yo u .  Fo r  t h e  j u s t i f y i n g  t h e i r  P ro c e e d - 
i n g ,  a n d  o u r s  u p o n  t h e  s a m e  B o t t o m ,  wa s  my 
A i m .  A n d  i f  yo u  h ave  n o t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  t h e m , 
w hy  s h o u l d  we  c o n t e n d ?  T h e  R e p r e s e n t a t i o n  I 
g a v e  o f  C o n f o r m i t y ,  a t  w h i c h  yo u  wa s  s o  a n g r y, 
w a s  t h e i r s ,  n o t  m i n e .  D e f e n d  y o u r  s e l v e s  a s 
l o n g  a s  yo u  p l e a s e ,  p rov i d e d  yo u ’ l l  b u t  l e t  u s 
a l o n e .  Yo u  m ay  r e n ew  yo u r  A s s e n t  a n d  C o n s e n t 
on c e  a  Mon th ,  o r  on c e  a  Ye a r  i f  you  s e e  good : 
Bu t  I  wou ld  adv i s e  you  to  con su l t  t he  J o u r n a l  o f
  the
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t h e  L o r d s ,  t o  w h i c h  I  r e f e r r e d  yo u ,  b e f o r e  yo u 
recommend that Practise to others.

T h e  n e x t  H e a d  d o e s  n o t  n e e d  m a n y  Wo r d s . 
Fo r  i f ,  when  your  Church  dec l a re s ,  t h a t  i t  i s  c e r - 
t a i n  f r om  God ’s  Wo rd ,  t h a t  Ch i l d r en  wh i c h  a r e  Bap - 
t i s u e d ,  dy i n g  b e f o r e  t h e y  c ommi t  a c t u a l  S i n ,  a r e  un - 
d o u b t e d l y  s a v ’d ,  y o u  w i l l  u n d e r s t a n d  o n l y  s a m e 
C h i l d r e n ,  ’t i s  n o t  i n  my  Powe r  t o  h e l p  i t :  B u t 
yo u  m u s t  g i ve  m e  l e a ve  t o  t a k e  i t  o t h e r w i s e ; 
a nd  s o  wou ld  you  i n  ano the r  Ca s e .  I n  t h e  mean 
t ime I  ag ree  wi th  you,  tha t  such a s  have  a  Right? 
t o  B a p t i s m ,  a s  t h e  S e e d  o f  B e l i eve r s ,  a r e  t a k e n 
i n t o  Coven an t  w i t h  God ,  a nd  h a v e  a  R i g h t  t o  Bap - 
t i sm f o r  s e a l ing  and  c on f i rm ing  th e  Covenan t  t o  th em, 
a nd  f o r  a s s u r i n g  t h e  B l e s s i n g s  p r om i s e d  t h e r e i n ;  a n d 
tha t  tho s e  whom God i s  p l ea s ed  thus  t o  t ake  in t o  Co- 
v e n a n t  w i t h  h i m s e l f,  dy i n g  w i t h o u t  a c t u a l  v i o l a t i n g 
t h e  C o v e n a n t ,  a r e  s a v e d .  H owe ve r ,  w h e n  t h e r e 
i s  a  g e n e r a l  L a t i t u d e  i n  P r a c t i s e  a s  t o  A d m i s s i - 
o n  s o  t h e  O rd i n a n c e  o f  B a p t i s m ,  I  s h o u l d  n o t 
th ink  i t  becoming  one  conce r ned  fo r  Re fo r ma t i - 
o n ,  t o  j u s t i f i e  a n  E x p re s s i o n  i n  a  R u b r i c k  t h a t 
t emp t s  mu l t i t u d e s  t o  f a n c y  t h a t  i t  i s  c l e a r  f rom 
t h e  Wo r d  o f  G o d ,  t h a t  I n f a n t s  a r e  c e r t a i n l y 
s a v e d ,  i f  t h e y  a r e  b u t  B a p t i z e d .  O r  i f  y o u 
wo u l d  t a ke  t h e  p a i n s  t o  r e a d  t h e  L e a r n e d  G a - 
t a k e r ,  d e  B a p t i s m a t i s  I n f a n t i l i s  V i  &  E f f i c a c i a ,  I 
b e l i e v e  y o u  m i g h t  c h a n g e  y o u r  M i n d .  T h a t 
Bap t i sm i s  a  s i gn  o f  Reg en e ra t i on  o r  t h e  New B i r t h , 
I  am a s  c l e a r  i n  a s  your  s e l f :  Bu t  the  Use  o f  the 
Pas sages  objec ted aga ins t  in  the  severa l  Of f ice s  re- 
f e r red  to,  i s  t he re fo re  d i s l i ked ,  becau se  i t  t empt s 
m a ny  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  n o  f a r t h e r  R e g e n e r a t i o n  i s 
needful.

I  a m  c o nv i n c e d ,  t h a t  M i n i s t e r s  mu s t  d i l i g e n t l y 
t e a c h  t h e  P e o p l e  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  a  J e w  o u t - 
wa rd ly,  a nd  a  J ew  i nwa rd ly :  How  a l l  a r e  n o t  I s r a e l , 
w h o  a r e  o f  I s r a e l :  A n d  f o r  t h a t  R e a s o n  I  t h i n k
  should
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s h o u l d  n o t  u n t e a c h  t h e m  a g a i n ,  b y  l a y i n g  a 
Temp t a t i on  b e f o re  t h em ,  i n  t h e  pub l i c k  O f f i c e s 
b e  c o m m o n l y  a n d  p ro m i s c u o u s l y  u s e s ,  t o  t h i n k 
t h e re  i s  no  d i f f e rence  b e tween  a  Bap t i ze d  P e r s o n 
a n d  a  R e a l  C h r i s t i a n .  I  d o n ’t  d o u b t  i n d e e d  bu t 
yo n  c o n s c i e n t i o u s l y  e n d e avo u r  t o  o bv i a t e  t h i s 
M i s c h i e f  by  yo u r  Pe r s o n a l  I n s t r u c t i o n s :  B u t  a s 
a l l  a r e  n o t  e q u a l l y  c a r e f u l  w i t h  yo u  u p o n  t h a t 
H e a d ,  s o  n e i t h e r  c a n  I  s e e  a  j u s t  R e a s o n ,  w hy 
any  shou ld  y i e ld  to  a  Mi s ch i e f  i n  hope  they  may 
obv ia te  i t ,  by  u s ing  Scr ip ture-Expre s s ions  in  pub- 
l i ck  Of f i ce s  a s  app l i c ab l e  to  a l l ,  tha t  a re  app l i c a - 
b l e  on l y  to  some ; and  w i thou t  th a t  Gua rd ,  wh i ch 
the Scr iptures  of ten put  to prevent  an Abuse.  I  am 
f i r m l y  p e r swa d e d ,  i f  i t  we re  l e f t  t o  yo u ,  yo u ’d 
a l t e r  t h i s  Ma t t e r :  Or  i f  you  wou ld  no t ,  g ive  me 
my Liberty, and I freely give you yours.

A s  t o  G o d f a t h e r s  a n d  G o d m o t h e r s ,  yo u  a r g u e 
f ro m  t h e  L i t u r g i e s  o f  t h e  R e f o r m e d  C h u rc h e s . 
And  you  re f e r  f i r s t  t o  the  Fr en c h  D i s c i p l i n e .  Tha t 
t h a t  men t i on s  God f a t h e r s  i s  t r u e :  Bu t  t h a t  t h e i r 
N o t i o n s  a b o u t  G o d f a t h e r s ,  a n d  t h o s e  o f  t h e 
C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d  a g r e e ,  i s  t o  b e  p rov ’d .  Fo r 
i n  Can .  7.  you  h ave  t h e s e  Word s .  Se e i n g  w e  h a v e 
n o  Command  o f  Ch r i s t  t o  t a k e  God fa t h e r s  and  God - 
m o t h e r s  t o  p r e s e n t  o u r  C h i l d r e n  a t  B a p t i s m ,  t h e r e 
c a n n o t  a n  e x p r e s s  L aw  b e  imp o s ’d  o n  P e r s o n s  t o  d o 
s o :  N e v e r t h e l e s s,  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  a n  a n c i e n t  C u s t o m , 
a n d  i n t r o d u c ’d  f o r  a  g o o d  E n d ,  v i z .  t o  t e s t i f y  t h e 
b e l i e f  o f  t h e  God fa t h e r s,  a nd  t h e  Bap t i sm  o f  t h e  I n - 
fan t ,  and  a l s o  t o  ma in t a in  t h e  So c i e t y  o f  Be l i e ve r s  i n 
Fr i endsh ip  and Ami ty,  tho s e  whi c h  de s i r e  no t  t o  f o l l ow 
i t ,  bu t  wou ld  p r e s en t  t h e i r  Ch i l d r en  t h e tn s e l ve s,  s ha l l 
b e  ea r ne s t ly  exho r t ed  no t  t o  be  con t en t i ous,  bu t  t o  c on- 
f o rm t o  t h e  An c i en t  Cus t om,  wh i c h  i s  Good  and  P ro - 
fitable.

I  mu s t  h e r e  d e s i r e  yo u  t o  o b s e r ve ,  T h a t  t h a t 
w h i c h  t h ey  c a s t  o n  G o d f a t h e r s ,  i s  n o t  t o  C ove -
  nant
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n an t  f o r  t h e  Ch i l d ren ,  a nd  Mim i c a l l y  t o  a n swe r 
va r i o u s  Q u e s t i o n s  i n  t h e i r  N a m e s ,  a n d  a s  t h e i r 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  ( w h i c h  C u s t o m  t h e  F r e n c h 
C h u r c h e s  k n e w  n o t h i n g  o f )  b u t  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e 
Ch i l d r e n  a t  B a p t i sm .  They  re commend  t h i s  a s  a n 
Anc i e n t  Cu s t om :  Bu t  a t  t h e  s ame  t ime  own ,  t h e r e 
c a nn o t  a n  e x p r e s s  L aw  b e  imp o s e d  o n  P e r s o n s  a b o u t 
i t .  Wo u l d  bu t  yo u r  C h u r c h  u s e  a  l i ke  Te m p e r , 
the Debate on thi s  Head would soon be a t  an end. 
A n d  C a n .  12 .  g i ve s  t h i s  a s  t h e  g re a t  R e a s o n  o f 
C a re  i n  t h e  C h o i c e  o f  G o d f a t h e r s ,  t h a t  by  t h e i r 
m e a n s  t h e r e  m ay  b e  A p p e a r a n c e ,  i n  c a s e  o f  n e e d , 
t h a t  t h e  Ch i l d r e n  m ay  b e  w e l l  e d u c a t e d .  And  s u ch 
sor t  o f  Godf a ther s  I  have  own’d  to  you ,  I  am not 
a g a i n s t :  S u ch  a s  i n  c a s e  o f  n e ed ,  w i l l  t a ke  c a re 
t o  g ive  t h e  Ch i l d ren  B ap t i z ’d ,  a  Ch r i s t i a n  Edu- 
c a t i o n .  B u t  t h i s  w i d e l y  d i f f e r s  f ro m  t h e  G o d f a - 
t h e r s  i n  you r  Church ,  who  a re  Covenan t i ng  Pa r - 
t i e s  w i t h  G o d  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  C h i l d r e n ,  d e - 
s i g n ’d  t o  c o nve y  t o  t h e m  a  R i g h t  t o  G o s p e l - 
B l e s s i ng s ;  and  i n  o rde r  t o  i t ,  a n swe r i ng  a  s e t  o f 
Que s t i on s ,  t h a t  a re  no t  t o  b e  a c coun t ed  f o r  e i - 
the r  w i th  re f e rence  to  themse lve s ,  o r  w i th  re f e r - 
ence to the Chi ldren,  whom they are put  upon re- 
p r e s e n t i n g .  A g a i n ,  C a n .  1 8 .  d i s o r d e r e d .  T h a t 
Bap t i sms  b e  Reg i s t r ed  in  th e  Chur c h ,  w i th  th e  Names 
o f  F a t h e r s  a n d  M o t h e r s,  a n d  G o d f a t h e r s  a n d  G o d - 
m o t h e r s .  A n d  f o r  t h i s  t h e r e  i s  ve r y  g o o d  R e a - 
s o n :  T h a t  s o  i f  F a t h e r s  a n d  M o t h e r s  d i e ,  o r 
f a i l  i n  t h e i r  D u t y,  G o d f a t h e r s  a n d  G o d m o t h e r s 
may  be  ca l l ed  upon to  t ake  ca re  o f  the  Educa t ion 
o f  t h e  C h i l d r e n ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  P r o m i s e . 
And  were  the re  the  l i ke  Cus tom in  your  Church , 
I  s h o u l d  t h i n k  i t  h i g h l y  l a u d a b l e .  Yo u  t e l l  m e , 
Tha t  t h r oughou t  t h e  who l e  Fo r m o f  t h e  Admin i s t ra t i - 
o n  o f  B ap t i sm ,  i n  t h e  F r e n c h  Chu r c h e s,  w e  f i n d  n o 
m e n t i o n  m a d e  o f  a ny  A c t  d o n e,  o r  Wo rd  s p o k e n  by 
t h e  Pa r e n t s .  I  g r an t  i t ;  Bu t  t h en  you  m igh t  no t e
  also,
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a l so,  tha t  ne i the r  i s  the re  th roughout  the i r  who le 
F o r m ,  a n y  e x p r e s s  m e n t i o n  o f  G o d f a t h e r s  o r 
G o d m o t h e r s .  A l l  t h a t  o c c u r s  i s  t h i s :  T h e r e  i s  a 
Ques t ion put  in  the  beg inning ,  to  those  tha t  ho ld 
t h e  Ch i l d ,  wh e t h e r  t h e y  p r e s e n t  i t  t o  b e  B a p t i z e d ? 
A n d  a  P r o m i s e  i s  a f t e r w a r d s  e x a c t e d ,  t h a t  i t 
sha l l  be  in s t r uc ted  in  the  Pr inc ip l e s  o f  the  Chr i - 
s t i an  Fa i th  con t a in ’d  in  the  Apos t l e ’s  Creed ;  And 
i n  t he  Doc t r i ne  o f  t h e  O ld  and  New Te s t amen t ; 
a n d  t h a t  i t  s h a l l  b e  e x h o r t e d  t o  a  s u i t a b l e  L i f e 
a n d  C o nve r s a t i o n .  A n d  i n  t h i s  P ro m i s e ,  Pa r e n t s 
a nd  God fa t h e r s  may  j o i n  t og e th e r ;  a nd  o f t en  do : 
Fo r  i t  i s  n o t  c on f i n ed  e i t h e r  t o  t h e  o n e  o r  t h e 
o t h e r .  A n d  t i l l  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d  l e ave s  a 
l i ke  L ibe r t y,  i t  may  wa r r an t ab l y  be  cha rged  w i th 
j u s t l i ng  ou t  t he  Pa ren t s  f rom the i r  R igh t ,  wh i ch 
the  French  Churche s  never  d id :  Nor  the  Church- 
e s  i n  Zu r i c h  n e i t he r ;  no r  i n  t he  Ad j a c en t  Coun- 
t r i e s  i n  S w i t z e r l a n d .  B u t  h o w  B i s h o p  M o r l e y 
c ou l d  s ay,  Th a t  i n  t h e  Chu rch  o f  Eng l a n d  Ch r i - 
s t i an  Pa r en t s  a r e  n o t  f o r b i dd en  t o  p r e s en t  t h e i r  Ch i l - 
d r e n  t o  b e  B a p t i z e d ,  when  t h e  Canon s  s o  p l a i n l y 
f o r b i d  i t ;  I  c a n ’t  i m a g i n e .  A n d  a s  f o r  S u r e t i e s 
f o r  E d u c a t i o n ,  i n  C a s e  o f  t h e  D e a t h  o r  N e g l i - 
gence  o f  t he  Pa ren t s ,  you  don ’t  f i nd  I  a t  a l l  op- 
p o s ’d  t h e m ,  p rov i d e d  t h e  M a t t e r  b e  s o  m a n a g - 
e d ,  t h a t  t h e  O r d i n a n c e  b e  k e p t  o n  i t s  p ro p e r 
B o t t o m ;  a n d  a  s u b o rd i n a t e  C a r e  o f  t h e  E d u c a - 
t i o n  o f  t h e  I n f a n t s ,  b e  a l l  t h a t  t h ey  a r e  c a l l e d 
upon to promise.

T h e  t wo  T h i n g s  I  m a i n l y  o b j e c t  a g a i n s t  a r e 
t h o s e  w h i c h  yo u  m e n t i o n .  T h a t  S u r e t i e s  a r e 
in tended  to  s ecure  to  In f an t s  the  B le s s ing s  o f  the 
C ove n a n t :  A n d  t h a t  t h ey  a r e  t o  b i n d  t h e  C h i l - 
d r e n  t o  t h e  D u t i e s  o f  t h e  C ove n a n t .  Yo u  t e l l 
me,  i t  appea r s  impo s s i b l e  th i s  l a s t  Suppo s i t i on  shou ld 
b e  t r u e,  f r om  t h e  s u f f c i e n c y  o f  P r i va t e  Bap t i sm ,  when 
t h e r e  a r e  n o  Su r e t i e s  a pp o i n t e d .  Bu t  I  mus t  con fe s s
  I see
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I  s ee  no  Improbab i l i t y,  much  l e s s  an  Impos s ib i l i - 
ty arising thence.

Fo r  s u p p o s i n g  S p o n s o r s  d e s i g n ’d  t o  b i n d  t h e 
Ch i ld ren  to  the  Dut i e s  o f  the  Covenan t ,  the re  i s 
no rea son for  them,  in  Pr iva te  Bapt i sm,  in  ca se  o f 
S i c k n e s s ,  a n d  d a n g e r  o f  D e a t h .  Fo r  t h e r e ’s  n o 
ro o m  f o r  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  a ny  D u t i e s  i n  c a s e  o f 
De a t h .  Bu t  l e t  t h e  Ch i l d  l i ve ,  t h a t  wa s  p r iva t e - 
ly  Bapt i zed  in  ha s te,  and i t  i s  p rov ided tha t  Sure- 
t i e s  a r e  t o  b e  a f t e r wa r d s  a d d e d .  B u t  s a y  yo u , 
such a  Chi ld i s  de c la r ed  lawfu l ly  and su f f i c i en t ly  Bap- 
t i z e d .  Ve r y  we l l !  A n d  ye t  ’ t i s  E x p e d i e n t  t h e r e 
b e  s o m e  t h i n g  a d d e d  a f t e r wa r d s ,  i f  t h e  C h i l d 
live.

So  tha t  tho ’ the  B le s s ing s  o f  the  Covenan t  may 
be  secur ’d  wi thout  Sure t i e s  in  ca se  the  Chi ld  d ie ; 
and tho’ there  be  no need in  such a  ca se  o f  Sure- 
t i e s  to  b ind  to  the  Dut ie s  o f  the  Covenant ,  ye t  i f 
L i f e  be  p re se r v ’d ,  i t  may  be  Exped i en t ,  tha t  Sure- 
t i e s  b e  a d d e d  f o r m a l l y  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  B l e s s i n g s , 
a n d  b i n d  t o  t h e  D u t i e s  o f  t h e  C ove n a n t . — M e - 
t h i n k s  yo u  a r e  a f t e r wa rd s  h a rd  p u t  t o  i t ,  w h e n 
you s ay,  Chi l d r en  a r e  b ound  by  t h e i r  own  P r om i s e  o r 
Cove n an t -En g a g emen t ,  wh i c h  t h e i r  Su r e t i e s  o n ly  d e - 
c l a r ’d .  F o r  m y  p a r t ,  I  t h i n k  v e r i l y,  t o  f o u n d 
I n f a n t  B a p t i s m  u p o n  P ro m i s e s  o r  C ove n a n t - E n - 
g a g emen t s  o f  I n f an t s ,  d e c l a r ’d  by  t h e i r  Su re t i e s , 
is to betray it.

How c an  Su r e t i e s  vow  and  p r om i s e  s u c h  a nd  s u c h 
th ing s  i n  th e  name  o f  Ch i l d r en?  You exp la in  i t  by  a 
P h r a s e ,  t a k e n  f r o m  D r .  B u r g e s s ,  v i z .  T h a t  t h e 
In te r roga to r i e s  in  Bap t i sm,  in t end  on ly  an  Adum- 
b ra t i on  o f  t h a t  S t i pu l a t i on  wh i c h  i s  r e a l ly  en t r e d  i n t o 
b y  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  S a c r a m e n t  o f  B a p t i s m .  T h i s ,  yo u 
t e l l  me,  wa s  a pp rov ’d  by  K ing  J am e s  I .  t h e  t h en 
B i s h o p  o f  W i n c h e s t e r ,  a n d  t h e  A r c h b i s h o p ;  a n d 
in t imate  I  shou ld  t r i umph ,  i f  I  cou ld  s ay  the  s ame 
a s  t o  a ny  o f  my  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n s ,  R e a l l y,  S i r ,  a s
  far
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f a r  a s  I  c an  judge,  I  am not  so  t r iumphan t l y  d i s - 
po s ’d  on  the s e  Ma t t e r s :  Bu t  be  i t  a s  i t  w i l l  a s  to 
tha t ,  tho ’ the re  shou ld  be  s eve r a l  K ing s  and  B i sh 
shops  approv ing  the  Sen se  g iven ,  I  don ’t  s ee  tha t 
i t  t h e r e f o r e  f o l l ow s ,  t h a t  a n  A d u m b r a t i o n  o f  t h e 
Fœd e ra l  S t i p u l a t i o n  i n  Bap t i sm ,  i n  s u ch  a  way,  by 
the  Su re t i e s  an swer ing  such  Que s t iou s  a s  a re  pu t 
to  them in  the  name o f  the  Chi ld ren ,  i s  e i ther  to 
b e  j o l l i f y ’d  o r  a c coun t ed  f o r.  No r  c an  I  s e e  ’t i s 
a t  a l l  f o r  t h e  E d i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  P e o p l e .  I t  r a t h e r 
h i n d e r s  E d i f i c a t i o n ,  b y  c o n f o u n d i n g  t h e m .  To 
d r aw  an  I n f e renc e  f rom  t h e  Co v e n a n t i n g  o f  Adu l t 
P e r s o n s  a t  t h e i r  Bap t i sm ,  I  c an  s e e  no  re a son .  Fo r 
Per sons  may be  a l low’d  ver y  ju s t ly,  in  dependance 
on d iv ine Grace,  to  promise  such th ings  for  them- 
se lve s ,  a s  o the r s  have  no  war r an t  wi th  an  appea r- 
i n g  S o l e m n i t y  t o  p ro m i s e  i n  t h e i r  N a m e s .  N o r 
am I  aware  tha t  in  th i s  ca se  I  have  a t  a l l  ove r l a sh ’d 
in my Expressions.

I  mu s t  c o n f e s s  I  c a n n o t  s e e  h ow  Pa re n t s  t h a t 
h ave  a  r i g h t  t o  E n t e r  t h e i r  C h i l d r e n  u n d e r  t h e 
Div ine  Covenan t ,  c an  t ran s f e r  t h e i r  R i gh t  t o  o t h e r s . 
I  th ink the  promise  o f  God to  Be l iever s  and the i r 
Seed  i s  a  man i f e s t  Rea s on ,  when  Ch i ld ren  a re  ad- 
m i t t ed  t o  Bap t i sm  a s  t h e  S eed  o f  Be l i eve r s ,  t h a t 
c o n f i n e s  t h e  d ed i c a t i n g  t h em  t o  God ,  a nd  l ay i n g 
ho ld  o f  tha t  Promise  on the i r  beha l f  t o  th e  Pa r en t s 
on ly ,  i f  they  sur v ive  and a re  capable  o f  ded ica t ing 
t h e m  Pe r s o n a l l y  t o  G o d ;  a n d  k n ow  o f  n o t h i n g 
you  have  sugge s t ed ,  tha t  a t  a l l  weakens  th i s  Rea- 
son.

I f  t h e  Pa r e n t s  h a v e  n o  R i g h t ,  o r  h a v e  f o r f e i t e d 
t h e i r  R i g h t ,  I  g r a n t  i n d e e d  t h e  c a s e  va r i e s :  B u t 
c an ’t  s e e ,  t h a t  whe re  t h ey  h ave  a  R i gh t ,  i t  may 
t h e r e f o r e  w a r r a n t a b l y  b e  b r o k e n  i n  u p o n .  I n 
such  a  c a s e.  I n fa n t s  may  b e  o f f e r ’d  t o  God  i n  Bap - 
t i s m  by  t h e  C h u r c h ,  u p o n  t h e  s u t e r p o s i t i o n  o f 
s o m e  s e r i o u s  Pe r s o n s  u n d e r t a k i n g  t h e  c a r e  o f
  there
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the i r  Ch r i s t i an  Educa t i on ;  and  I  mu s t  s e e  be t t e r 
Rea son s  t h an  h ave  a s  ye t  b een  a l l edg ’d ,  b e fo re  I 
can yield that more is necessary.

A s  f o r  t h e  Abu s e s  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  God f a t he r s ,  I 
t h e re f o re  men t i on  t h em,  i n  o rde r  t o  conv i c t i on , 
tha t  the  un iver s a l  p romi secous  u se  o f  them in  the 
way o f  your  Church,  ha s  occa s ion ’d  much p ro fana- 
t i o n  o f  t h i s  O rd i n a n c e .  And  I  h ave  my  s e l f  h e a rd 
s e ve r a l  M e m b e r s  o f  yo u r  C h u r c h  ( a n d  s o m e  o f 
t hem Pe r son s  o f  Eminence  too )  f re e l y  comp l a in - 
ing  o f  i t :  Bu t  I  deny  tha t  t h e r e  wou l d  b e  t h e  s ame 
A bu s e s  i f  t h e r e  w e r e  n o  G o d f a t h e r s .  Fo r  we  h ave 
no  such  Abu s e s  among  u s  D i s s en t e r s ,  who  admi t 
no  God f a t h e r s ,  e x c ep t  i n  Ca s e s  o f  a b s o l u t e  Ne- 
c e s s i t y ;  whe re  e i t h e r  Pa t en t s  a re  d e ad ,  o r  no to - 
r iou s l y  un f i t  t o  be  t r a i l ed  w i th  the  Educa t ion  o f 
their Children.

I  am unconv inc ’d  o f  any  Gui l t  I  h a ve  c o n t ra c t e d 
by  my  way  o f  W r i t i n g  u n d e r  t h i s  H e a d :  Fo r  I 
h ave  s a i d  no t h i n g  t o  d i s c ou r a g e  s e r i ou s  Pe r s on s 
f rom unde r t ak ing  wha t  ’t i s  f i t  f o r  any  Pe r son s  to 
unde r t ake  i n  t he  c a s e  o f  t he  Ch i l d ren  o f  o the r s , 
v iz .  a  c a re  o f  the i r  Educa t ion :  A l l  th a t  I  d i s cou- 
r a g e ,  i s  p rom i s i n g  i n  t h e  Name  o f  t h e  Ch i l d ren 
o f  o the r s ,  wha t  they  c anno t  h ave  a  Ca l l  o r  War- 
r a n t  t o  p ro m i s e ;  a n d  t h i s  I  mu s t  a n d  s h a l l  d i s - 
courage,  t i l l  I  s ee  be t t e r  g rounds  fo r  the  Prac t i ce 
a l l edg ’d  by  you  and  o the r s  tha t  encourage  i t ;  and 
I  th ink  by  your  encourag ing  i t ,  you  a re  cha rgea- 
b l e  w i t h  a b e t t i n g  a  D i s o rd e r ,  t h a t  i s  n o t  s m a l l 
i n  i t  s e l f ,  and  tha t  d r aws  a f t e r  i t  ve r y  pe r n i c iou s 
Consequences.

T h e  m o r e  I  c o n s i d e d  t h e  m o r e  i t  a m a z e s 
the,  to see such Men as  you pleading for a Pract ice 
tha t  i s  so  unaccountable,  a s  the  pu t t ing  the  Que- 
s t i on s  i n  t h e  O f f i c e  t o  t h e  God f a t he r s  a s  Pe r s o - 
n a t i n g  t h e  C h i l d r e n .  ’ T i s  ve r y  n e a r  a s  o d d ,  a s 
i f i e  Cu s t om  o f  t h e  Ma r c i o n i t e s ,  wh o  wh en  t h e i r
 X Cate-
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Catechumens  d ied ,  would  h ide  one under  the  Bed 
o f  the  decea sed ;  and  when the  dead  Man was  ad- 
d re s s ’d  t o,  a nd  a s k ’d  whe th e r  h e  wou l d  b e  B ap - 
t i z ’d ,  t h e  P a r t y  u n d e r  t h e  B e d  a n s we r ’d ,  t h a t 
i s  my  d e s i r e .  I s  i t  no t  much  t he  s ame,  when  you 
say to a  Chi ld ,  (who can no more conceive a t  that 
t ime  t h an  a  d e a d  Man )  Wi l t  t h o u  b e  B a p t i z e d  i n 
t h i s  Fa i t h ,  to  have  the  God f a the r  an swer ing ,  Tha t 
i s  my  d e s i r e ?  T h e r e  o n l y  wa n t s  t h i s  o n e  t h i n g 
f a r t h e r  t o  c o m p l e a t  t h e  P a r a l l e l ;  T h a t  a s  t h e 
Mar c i o n i t e s  u s ed  i n  t h e  c a s e  men t i on ’d  a bove,  t o 
B a p t i z e  t h e  l i v e  Pe r s o n  f o r  t h e  d e a d ;  s o  yo u 
should  Bapt ize  the  Godf a ther  in  the  Chi ld ’s  s tead . 
And ,  I  mu s t  con f e s s ,  I  c an ’t  s e e  why  you  mayn ’t 
B ap t i z e  t h e  God f a t h e r,  t ho ’ h e  wa s  B ap t i z ’d  b e - 
f o r e ,  i n  t h e  C h i l d ’s  s t e a d ;  a s  we l l  a s  p u t  h i m 
upon ,  s ay i ng ,  t h a t  i t  i s  h i s  d e s i r e  t o  b e  B a p t i z e d , 
when  he  need s  i t  no t ,  i n  the  s t e ad  o f  the  Ch i ld , 
that knows nothing of the matter.

T h a t  i f  I  c o n f o r m ’d ,  I  s h o u l d  t h i n k  my  s e l f 
o b l i g ’d  c o n s t a n t l y  t o  i n s i s t  o n  S u r e t i e s ,  a n d  t h e 
Cro s s  i n  Bap t i sm ,  and  Kne e l i n g  a t  t h e  Lo rd ’s  Ta - 
b l e ,  I  h ave  ove r  a n d  ove r  d e c l a r ’d .  T h a t  i t  i s 
h i gh l y  re a sonab l e  howeve r,  t h a t  a  f ew  unn e c e s s a r y 
t h i n g s  e n j o i n ’d  by  Man ,  t h o u g h  t h e y  w e r e  i n  t h em - 
s e l v e s  l a w f u l ,  y e t  b e i n g  v e r i l y  t h o u g h t  u n l a w f u l  by 
M e n  o f  w e l l  m e a n i n g  M i n d s,  s h o u l d  b e  o m i t t e d  f o r 
t h a t  t im e,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  O rd i n a n c e s  o f  God  t h em - 
s e l ve s  s h ou l d  b e  s o ,  I  f ree ly  a l low:  But  the  que s t i - 
o n  i s ,  w h e t h e r  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  a l l ow s  f o r  i t ? 
W h i c h  I  c a n ’t  s e e  yo u  h a ve  c l e a r ’d .  Yo u  t e l l 
m e ,  my  A r g u m e n t s  a g a i n s t  t h e  C r o s s,  G o d f a t h e r s, 
a nd  Kne e l i n g,  me e r ly  a s  mad e  Te r m s  o f  Commun i on , 
d o  h o l d  a g a i n s t  a l l  D e t e r m i n a t i o n s  o f  C i r c um s t a n c e s 
i n  t h e  Wo r s h i p  o f  God ,  wh i c h  any  o t h e r s  d o  s c r up l e, 
a n d  t h e r e by  w ou l d  b e  d e b a r r ’d  Commun i o n  w i t h  u s . 
But I  have shew’d you the contrar y in my Introdu- 
c t ion.  You te l l  me what  I  have  there  sugges ted on
  this
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th i s  Head ,  may  a  l i t t l e  s e r v e  f o r  t h e  Non c on f o r m i s t s 
i n  London  and  We s tm in s t e r ;  bu t  s u p p o s e  a  Mem - 
b e r  o f  a  Di s s en t in g  Cong r e ga t i on  in  a  Coun t r y  Town, 
d i s t an t  t e n  o r  tw e l v e  Mi l e s  f r om  my  o t h e r  D i s s e n t i n g 
C o n g r e g a t i o n ,  s h o u l d  s c r u p l e  t h e  D e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f 
s a m e  s o r t  o f  O f f i c e r s,  o r  t h e  O rd e r  d e t e r m i n ’d ,  t h e 
Fo rm in  whi c h  they  s ing,  o r  the  l ike,  He i s  a s  e f f e c tu- 
a l ly  ex c l ud ed  f r om  a l l  Re l i g i ou s  As s embl i e s,  a s  i f  t h e 
Con s t i t u t i o n  w e r e  Na t i o n a l ;  u n l e s s  h e  c a n  w i t h  h i s 
F a m i l y  g o  t w e l v e  M i l e s  t o  Wo r s h i p .  I  a n s w e r ; 
T h e  g o i n g  t e n  o r  t we l ve  M i l e s  t o  Wo r s h i p,  i s 
w h a t  h a s  b e e n ,  a n d  i s  a t  t h i s  d ay  p r a c t i s e d  by 
s o m e  D i s s e n t e r s ,  i n  s o m e  p a r t s  o f  t h e  N a t i o n ; 
and  mu s t  b e  s o,  I  doub t ,  by  s ome  o the r s  t oo,  i f 
they ’d  wor sh ip  a t  the i r  Pa r i sh  Church .  Bu t  Good 
S i r,  h an ’t  a  Man  a  l i be r t y  o f  Remova l  to  a  p l a cg 
where  h i s  Consc i ence  may  have  s a t i s f a c t ion?  And 
i n  t h e  mean  t ime,  mayn ’t  h e  j o i n  i n  t ho s e  p a r t s 
o f  Wo r s h i p,  a g a i n s t  w h i c h  h e  h a s  n o  m a t t e r  o f 
s c r u p l e ?  I n  a  N a t i o n a l  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  b a c k ’d  by 
en fo rc ing  Pena l t i e s ,  w i thou t  a  To l e r a t i on ,  the re ’s 
n o  r e l i e f  by  a  R e m ova l  t o  a n o t h e r  H a b i t a t i o n ; 
t h e r e ’s  U n i f o r m i t y  i n  a l l  C h u r c h e s :  S o  t h a t  a 
Man  mus t  comp ly  w i th  the  Pub l i ck  Demand s ,  o r 
h e ’s  d e b a r r ’d  a l l  Wo r s h i p,  w i t h o u t  h a z a rd  f ro m 
t h e  L aw.  C a n  a ny  s u c h  t h i n g  b e  p l e a d e d  u p o n 
o u r  B o t t o m ?  S u p p o s e  t h e  wo r s t ,  a  M a n  h a s  h i s 
Remedy  i n  h i s  own  h and s  by  a  Remova l ,  wh i ch 
causes a mighty difference.

B u t  t o  c o m e  t o  t h e  Po i n t  u n d e r  t h i s  H e a d : 
Tha t  our  Cons t i tu t ion  g ive s  a  Man l ibe r ty  to  u se 
the  For m o f  P r iva te  Bap t i sm,  when Per son s  s c r u- 
p l e  God f a the r s ,  i s  wha t  I  c anno t  d i s c e r n ;  I  w i sh 
I  cou l d ;  f o r  i t  wou ld  c re a t e  i n  me  a  g re a t e r  re - 
ga rd  to  your  Church ,  cou ld  I  f ind  She  d i s cove r ’d 
a ny  t h i n g  o f  a  d u e  Te n d e r n e s s  t owa rd s  s u c h  a s 
a r e  n o t  s a t i s f y ’d  w i t h  h e r  I m p o s i t i o n s .  T h a t 
C l au s e  i n  t h e  Rub r i ck ,  i f  t h e  Ch i l d  d o  a f t e rwa rd s
 X 2 live,
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l i ve ,  to  me p l a in ly  conf ine s  the  a l lowance  o f  neg- 
lec t ing Godf a ther s ,  to  the case  of  danger  of  death. 
When the  Dio c e s an  indeed ,  upon  no t i ce  o f  a  pa r - 
t icu lar  case,  g ives  a l lowance to Bapt ize  a  Chi ld  p r i - 
va t e ly ,  I  a g re e  w i th  you  i t  may  be  j u s t i f y ’d ,  t ho ’ 
Su re t i e s  a re  omi t t ed :  Bu t  th a t  i t  i s  o the rw i s e  a l - 
l o w a b l e ,  I  c a n n o t  d i s c e r n .  A n d  t h e  d e c l a r ’d 
E x p e d i e n c y  o f  f a r t h e r  A d d i t i o n s  a f t e r wa r d s ,  i n 
ca se  the  Chi ld  l ive,  much conf i r ms  me in  my Ap- 
p r e h e n s i o n .  I  d o n ’t  p r e t e n d ,  t h a t  y o u  a r e  b o u n d 
t o  b e l i e v e  my  A s s e r t i o n s ;  I  o n l y  t e l l  my  A p r e - 
h en s i on s ,  a nd  t h e i r  g round s ;  a nd  a s  f a r  a s  I  c an 
j u d g e  h ave  t h e  B o d y  o f  t h e  C l e r g y  c o n c u r r i n g 
with me.

You s ay.  I t  i s  c e r t a i n ,  t h e  Chu r c h  ha th  no t  by  any 
A c t  o r  D e c l a r a t i o n  b a r r ’d  t h e  s c r u p l i n g  G o d f a t h e r s 
f r om  b e i n g  on e  o f  t h e  g r e a t  c au s e s  f o r  wh i c h  t h e  D i s - 
p e n s a t i o n  w i t h  P r i va t e  B a p t i sm  i s  t o  b e  a l l ow ’d .  A s 
c e r t a in  a s  i t  i s  t o  you .  S i r,  ’t i s  no t  so  to  o the r s . 
For many do reckon the declar ’d Expediency of  the 
Add i t ion  o f  God f a the r s  in  c a s e  the  Chi ld  l ive,  to 
be  an e f fec tua l  Dec la ra t ion,  tha t  t h e  s c rup l ing  God- 
fa the r s  i s  no t  a  su f f i c i en t  cause  fo r  whi c h  the  Dispensa- 
t i on  i s  t o  b e  a l l ow’d .  And I  de s i re  you wi l l  a t  your 
l e i s u r e  c o n s i d e r ,  w h e t h e r  yo u r  wa r m t h  u n d e r 
t h i s  H e a d ,  d o e s  n o t  r e f l e c t  m o re  o n  t h e  w h o l e 
L owe r  H o u s e  o f  t h e  l a s t  C o nvo c a t i o n  t h a n  m e. 
Fo r  i f  you ’ l l  con su l t  t h e i r  Humbl e  Rep r e s e n t a t i o n , 
p re s en ted  to  the  Upper  House  o f  Convoca t ion  in 
17 03,  yo u ’ l l  f i n d  t h ey  e x p re s s  i t  a s  t h e i r  s e n s e ; 
t h a t  t h e r e  h a t h  b e e n  a  g r e a t  n e g l e c t  o f  b r i n g i n g  s u c h 
I n f a n t s  a s  h a v e  b e e n  p r i v a t e l y  B a p t i z e d  i n t o  t h e 
Chu r c h ,  t o  t h e  i n t e n t  t h a t  t h e  Con g r e g a t i o n  may  b e 
c e r t i f y ’d  t h e r e o f,  a n d  t h e  Ch i l d  b e  t h e r e  r e c e i v ’d ,  a s 
one  o f  t h e  F l o c k  o f  t r u e  Chr i s t i an  Peop l e,  a s  t h e  Ru- 
b r i c k  d i r e c t s ;  a n d  t h a t  t h e  u n j u s t i f i a b l e  u s e  o f  t h e 
F o r m  o f  p u b l i c k  B a p t i s m ,  i n  p r i va t e  H o u s e s,  h a t h 
l e s s e n ’d  t h e  R e v e r e n c e  d u e  t o  t h a t  h o ly  O f f i c e ;  a n d
  in
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i n  s om e  p l a c e s  h a t h  g i v e n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  P e r s o n s  t o 
i n t r u d e  i n t o  t h e  A d m i n i s r a t i o n  o f  t h a t  H o ly  S a c r a - 
m e n t ,  a n d  o c c a s i o n ’d  t h o s e  u n du e  P ra c t i s e s  o f  mu t i - 
l a t i n g  t h e  Pu b l i c k  F o r m ,  a n d  Bap t i z i n g  w i t h o u t  t h e 
S i g n  o f  t h e  C r o s s,  o r  G o d f a t h e r s  a n d  G o d m o t h e r s . 
Let  th i s  be cons ider ’d ,  and then le t  any Man judge 
between you and me upon this Head.

A s  f o r  t h i s  S en s e  o f  t he  Lower  House  o f  Con- 
voc a t i on ,  i t  equa l l y  a f f e c t s  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  S i g n  o f 
t h e  Cro s s ,  which  you th ink  you have  a  l ibe r ty  l e f t 
to  omi t ,  in  compl i ance  wi th  the  Scr upu lous .  That 
which you seem to  repre sent  an  ac t  o f  Di sc re t ion , 
t h ey  t e l l  you  i s  a  M u t i l a t i o n .  G e t  o f f  o f  i t  h ow 
yo u  c a n .  A n d  ’ t i s  s u c h  a  M u t i l a t i o n  a s  m a n y 
h ave  b e e n  I n d i c t e d  f o r ;  w h i c h  c o u l d  n o t  b e ,  i f 
the Law left a liberty.

W h e t h e r  t h e  S i g n  o f  t h e  C r o s s  i n  B a p t i s m  b e 
o f  a  Sa c r am e n t a l  n a t u r e ,  o r  no t ,  I  s h a n ’t  d e b a t e ; 
nor  whe the r  the  u se  o f  i t  i s  s imp ly  un l awfu l ;  bu t 
t h a t  t h e  C a n o n  a b o u t  i t  r u n s  t h e  m a t t e r  ve r y 
high, is evident.

Yo u  s ay  I  h a v e  w r e s t e d  a n d  t o r t u r e d  t h e  C a n o n : 
Tr u l y,  S i r ,  we re  I  t o  f a l l  i n  w i t h  yo u r  C h u rc h , 
I  s h o u l d  f e a r  b e i n g  t o r t u r ’d  by  i t .  I f  t h e  C ro s s 
i s  t h e  S i g n  o f  C h r i s t ’s  M e r i t s ,  a s  t h e  C a n o n  r e - 
p r e s e n t s  i t ,  I  s h o u l d  b e  h a rd  p u t  t o  i t  t o  c o n - 
c e i ve  t o  w h a t  p u r p o s e  t h e  S i g n  o f  t h o s e  M e r i t s 
shou ld ,  under  tha t  no t ion ,  be  app ly ’d  to  one  tha t 
had  not  the  t h ing  s i gn i f y ’d  s ecur ’d ,  i f  there  were  a 
due disposit ion of the Recipient,  Dist inguish as you 
p lea se,  be tween t h e  S i gn  o f  th e  Cro s s ,  and t h e  s i gn - 
i n g  o f  t h e  Fo r eh ead  w i th  i t ;  i f  the  Mer i t s  o f  Chr i s t 
be  the reby  s i gn i f y ’d ,  an  in t e re s t  i n  them mus t  be 
c o nvey ’d ,  w h e re  t h e  S i g n  i s  r i g h t l y  a p p l y ’d .  A s 
f o r  t h e  p r i m i t i ve  C h r i s t i a n s ,  I  d o n ’t  k n ow  t h a t 
they  look’d  upon the  Sign  o f  t h e  Cro s s ,  a s  t h e  S i gn 
o f  C h r i s t ’s  M e r i t s ;  a n d  t h e re f o re  t h e  c a s e  i s  n o t 
p a r a l l e l  b e tween  t h em  and  you .  F a r t h e r ,  I  c a n ’t
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s t a n d  yo u r  n o t i o n  o f  a  D e d i c a t i n g  S i g n .  T h a t 
D e d i c a t i n g  s h o u l d  m e a n  o n l y  D e c l a r a t i v e ,  wo u l d 
in  ano the r  c a s e  be  reckon ’d  unna tu r a l  and  fo rc ’d . 
A n d  t o  m e  i t  s t i l l  a p p e a r s  s o  h e r e .  A n d  t h e 
m o re ,  b e c a u s e  I  f i n d  s o  m a ny  o f  t h e  D e f e n d e r s 
o f  yo u r  C h u rc h  c a r r y i n g  t h e  m a t t e r  f a r t h e r ,  a s 
I  h i n t e d  i n  t h e  S e c o n d  Pa r t  o f  my  D e f e n c e .  I n 
w h a t  y o u  a d d  a f t e r w a r d s  a b o u t  L i b e r t y ,  y o u 
shoot quite besf ide the Mark, and f ight with a Man 
o f  S t r a w.  F o r  a l l  I  i n t e n d e d ,  i s ,  T h a t  t h o ’ I 
s h o u l d  r e c ko n  i t  l aw f u l  t o  u s e  t h e  S i g n  o f  t h e 
Cro s s ,  ye t  I  wou ld  no t  ob l i g e  my  s e l f  s t a t ed l y  to 
u s e  i t ,  ( a s  I  a p p reh end  t ho s e  do  t h a t  Co n f o r m ) 
a nd  s o  b i nd  my  s e l f  t o  d eny  B ap t i sm  t o  I n f a n t s 
w h o s e  Pa r e n t s  s c r u p l e  i t .  T h i s  b e i n g  t h e  c a s e , 
yo u r  H a r a n g u e  i s  q u i t e  s p o i l ’d .  A n d  w h a t  yo u 
add about  the  Ver tue  and  Powe r  o f  th e  Cro s s ,  i s  the 
poorest shift imaginable.

Appe a l  t o  a l l  t h e  Wo r l d  a s  o f t en  a s  you  p l e a s e , 
( t h o ’ I  s u p p o s e  i n  t h e  m e a n  t i m e  yo u  i n t e n d 
t h e  C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d  Wo r l d  o n l y  b y  t h a t 
P h r a s e )  I ’ l l  u n d e r t a ke  a ny  u n p r e j u d i c ’d  Pe r s o n 
t h a t  w i l l  r e a d  M r.  H o o k e r  a n d  D r.  C o m b e r ,  w i l l 
f ind Power  and Ver tue  a scr ib ’d to the Cros s ,  a s  wel l 
a s  a  b e t o ke n i n g  S i g n i f i c a n c e .  T h a t  t h e  C a n o n 
indeed  s ay s ,  t h a t  t h e  I n fa n t  i s  n o t  r e c e i v ’d  i n t o  t h e 
Cong r e g a t i on  o f  Ch r i s t ’s  F l o c k  by  any  Powe r  a s c r i b ’d 
t o  t h e  S i g n  o f  t h e  C r o s s ,  I  g r a n t ;  a nd  ye t  i t  i s  a 
p owe r f u l  To ke n ;  a s s u r i n g  u s  w e  s h a l l  o v e r c o m e , 
a s  D r.  Comb e r  e xp re s s e s  i t ;  a nd  t e a c h i n g  u s  t o  a - 
v o i d  w h a t e v e r  m a y  d e s e r v e d l y  p r o c u r e  S h a m e ,  a s 
Mr. Hooker has it.

N e x t  t i m e  yo u  c a l l  a  M a n ’s  Tr u s t i n e s s  i n t o 
q u e s t i o n ,  b e  a d v i s ’d  t o  s e e  t o  i t  b o t h  t h a t  yo u 
a re  innocen t  your  s e l f ,  and  tha t  you  have  g round 
f o r  yo u r  C h a r g e ;  o r  o t h e r w i s e  yo u r  c h a r g i n g  a 
N e i g h b o u r  w i t h  t h e  g u i l t  o f  s t r a n g e  M i s t a ke s , 
i s s u e s  i n  a  Re f l e c t i on  upon  you r  s e l f .  Or  i f  you
  desire
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de s i re  to  V ind i c a t e  the  u s e  o f  t he  Cro s s  e f f e c tu- 
a l l y,  An swer  and  Con fu t e  the  Obse r va t ion  I  p ro- 
duc ’d  o f  B i shop  Tay l o r ’s ;  tha t  A Symbo l i c a l  R i t e  o f 
humane  Inven t i on ,  t o  s i gn i f i e  wha t  i t  d o e s  n o t  e f f e c t , 
and then in t roduc ’d  in to  the  so l emn Worsh ip  o f  God,  i s 
s o  l i k e  t h o s e  va i n  Ima g i n a t i o n s  a n d  R e p r e s e n tm e n t s 
f o r b i dd en  i n  t h e  s e c o nd  Commandmen t ,  t h a t  t h e  v e r y 
s u s p i c i o n  i s  mo r e  a g a i n s t  Ed i f i c a t i o n ,  t h a n  t h e i r  u s e 
c a n  p r e t e n d  t o .  Bu t  I  p e rc e ive  you  s t and  m igh t i l y 
u p o n  t h e  c a t c h .  Fo r  w h e r e a s  i n  yo u r  f i r s t  D e - 
f e n c e ,  yo u  r e f e r r e d  m e  t o  w h a t  B i s h o p  K i n g  h a d 
l a t e ly  w r i t t e n  on  t h i s  s u b j e c t ;  I  t o l d  you ,  I  t h ou gh t 
w i t h o u t  o f f e n c e  I  m i g h t  r e f e r  y o u  t o  M r .  B oy s e  i n 
a n s w e r  t o  h i m .  Yo u  n ow  t e l l  m e ,  yo u  r e f e r  t o 
B i s hop  Kin g ’s  App end i x  t o  h i s  S e c o n d  Admon i t i o n ; 
o f  w h i c h  we  h a d  n o t  a  wo rd  b e f o re ;  w h i c h  h a s 
n o  A n s w e r  a s  y o u  k n o w  o r  c a n  b e a r  o f .  B e  i t  s o, 
th a t  the  B i shop ’s  Append ix  to  h i s  Second  Admo- 
n i s s ion  i s  no t  d i s t inc t l y  Answer ’d ;  ye t  i t  doe s  no t 
f o l l ow,  t h a t  t h e  A rgumen t s  i t  c on t a i n s  we re  no t 
An swe r ’d  i n  Mr.  Boy s e ’s  f o rego ing  Wr i t i ng s .  Bu t 
i f  you  me an t  t h a t  App e n d i x ,  I  t h i nk  you  s hou l d 
h a v e  m e n t i o n ’d  i t :  A n d  i f  yo u  h a d ,  I  s h o u l d 
h ave  t o l d  yo u  t h e n ,  a s  I  t a ke  t h e  l i b e r t y  t o  d o 
now, that I can’t think it needs an Answer.

Re f e r  me  to  whom you  p l e a s e,  f o r  the  Po s tu re  
u s e d  by  o u r  S av i o u r ,  i n  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f 
the  o the r  Sac r ament  o f  the  Holy  Commun i on ,  you 
k n ow  ve r y  we l l  t h a t  t h e  s t r e a m  o f  P ro t e s t a n t 
W r i t e r s  i s  a g a i n s t  yo u ;  f o r  t h a t  t h ey  g e n e r a l l y 
a s s e r t ,  t h a t  ou r  Lo rd  t hen  u s ed  t he  common  Ta- 
b l e  Po s tu r e .  But  you  have  the  l ibe r ty  o f  your  own 
sense there for me.

H oweve r ,  t h a t  yo u r  C o n s t i t u t i o n  d e s i g n ’d  t o 
c o n f i n e  C o m mu n i c a n t s  t o  a  K n e e l i n g  P o s t u r e ,  i s 
t o  m e  ve r y  p l a i n  a n d  e v i d e n t :  A n d  I  t h i n k  I 
might  among o ther  th ing s ,  ve r y  ju s t l y  a rgue  f rom 
t h e  s e n s e  o f  t h e  R u l i n g  C o m m i s s i o n e r s ,  a t  t h e
 X 4 Savoy-
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S a v oy - C o n f e r e n c e .  ’ T i s  t r u e ,  B i s h o p  P e a r s o n  d e - 
c l a r ’d  aga in s t  the  Exc lu s ive  s en se  o f  the  Rubr i ck ; 
bu t  B i s hop  Mor l e y  d e c l a r ’d  f o r  i t .  He  i s  t h e  on- 
ly  Man ment ion’d  indeed in  th i s  ca se  by Mr .Bax- 
t e r ;  but  not  the  only  Man tha t  was  upon the  Se c r e t : 
Fo r  h e  t e l l s  u s  e l s ew h e re  m o re  t h a n  o n c e ,  t h a t 
A rc h b i s h o p  S h e l d o n ,  B i s h o p  M o r l e y ,  a n d  B i s h o p 
Hin c hman ,  we re  t h e  Manage r s  o f  t h i s  who l e  A f - 
fair.

’ T i s  m o s t  p ro b a b l e ,  t h e y  we r e  a l l  o f  a  m i n d 
i n  t h i s  c a s e .  I  h ave  r e a d  B i s h o p  M o r l e y ’s  L e t - 
t e r ,  t o  w h i c h  yo u  r e f e r  m e,  w h e re  h e  d e c l a r e s , 
t h a t  t h e  bu s i n e s s  o f  Kne e l i n g  a t  t h e  Commun ion 
wa s  r e j e c t e d  i n  t h e  b e g i nn i n g  o f  t h e.  D i s pu t e,  a s  b e - 
l ong ing  t o  t h e  Canon s,  no t  t h e  Common P raye r -Book ; 
ye t  I  t h i nk  we  may  ve r y  j u s t l y  conc lude,  t h a t  i f 
t h e y  w h o  a f t e r wa r d s  m a d e  s u n d r y  A l t e r a t i o n s 
a n d  A m e n d m e n t s ,  h a d  n o t  i n t e n d e d  t h a t  t h e 
Rubr ick ,  which dec l a re s ,  tha t  the  Mini s te r  hav ing 
r e c e iv ’d  t h e  C o m mu n i o n  h i m s e l f ,  s h o u l d  d e l i v e r 
i t  t o  t h e  P e o p l e  i n  o r d e r,  i n t o  t h e i r  H a n d s ,  A L L 
M E E K L Y  K N E E L I N G ,  s h o u l d  b e  i n t e r - 
p r e t e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  C a n o n ,  w h i c h  d e t e r - 
m ine s ,  t h a t  n o  M in i s t e r,  u n d e r  p a i n  o f  Su s p e n s i o n , 
s h ou l d  g i ve  t h e  Sa c ramen t  t o  any  t ha t  d i d  no t  Kne e l , 
t h ey  wo u l d  h ave  a l t e r ’d  t h e  R u b r i c k ,  a n d  t h a t 
A l t e r a t i o n  c o n f i r m ’d  by  Pa r l i a m e n t ,  wo u l d  e f - 
f e c t u a l l y  h ave  va c a t e d  t h e  Canon .  Bu t  t h ey  no t 
h av i n g  d o n e  i t ,  ’t i s  p l a i n ,  t h a t  i t  wa s  d e s i g n ’d , 
s u c h  a s  wo u l d  n o t  K n e e l ,  s h o u l d  b e  e x c l u d e d : 
And  you  wou l d  h ave  f ound  a s  much ,  i f  you  h ad 
r e a d  a  l i t t l e  f a r t h e r  i n  t h a t  ve r y  L e t t e r  o f  B i - 
s h o p  M o r l e y ’s  w h i c h  yo u  q u o t e ;  f o r  a  P a g e  o r 
t wo  a f t e r ,  h e  ow n s  i n  s o  m a ny  wo rd s ,  t h a t  o u r 
L aw s  p u n i s h  by  n o t  a dm i t t i n g  s u c h  u n t o  t h e  S a c r a - 
m e n t ,  a s  w i l l  n o t  o r  p e r h a p s  d a r e  n o t ,  Kn e e l  a t  i t . 
He  g ive s  th i s  a s  a  Rea son ,  t h a t  t h ey  b r e ak  t h e  Or - 
d e r s  o f  t h e  Chu r c h .  I f  s o,  t h en  I  t h i nk  t ho s e  Mi -
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n i s t e r s  who  admin i s t e r  t h e  S a c r amen t  t o  Pe r son s 
| n  a n o t h e r  Po s t u r e ,  b r e a k  b o t h  t h e  L a w s  o f  t h e 
Land, and the Orders of the Church.

And  t hu s  a re  you  Condemned  even  by  B i s hop 
Mo r l e y ,  whom you  a ppe a l  t o  i n  t h e  Ca s e .  Com- 
p a re  t h en  t h e  Rub r i c k ,  w i t h  wha t  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f 
t h e  C o m m o n - P r a ye r  B o o k  yo u  p l e a s e ,  s o  yo u 
t a ke  bu t  i n  t h e  Canon ,  I  am  S a t i s f i e d .  And  t ho ’ 
you  s hou l d  t h i nk  you r  s e l f  n o t  o b l i g e d  t o  o b ey 
t h a t  Can o n ,  ye t  I  s hou l d  t h i nk  you  mu s t  r e p re - 
s en t  you r  Con s t i t u t i on  a s  ve r y  i n con s i s t en t  w i th 
i t  s e l f ,  i f  you  d eny  t h a t  i t  t h en c e  a pp e a r s ,  t h a t 
i t  a ims  a t  ob l i g ing  a l l  t o  Knee l  a t  the  Communi- 
o n .  L e t  t h e  H a rd s h i p  a r i s e  f ro m  t h e  C a n o n  o r 
L i t u r gy ,  (wh i ch  i f  I  con fo r med  I  s hou ld  t h ink  i s 
c onc e r n ed  me  t o  s e e  how  I  c ou l d  re conc i l e  t o - 
g e t h e r )  i t  i s  t o  me  much  a t  on e :  I f  t h e  Rub r i c k 
p e cu l i a r l y  c on c e r n s  t h e  Peop l e ,  t h e  Can on  c on - 
c e r n s  you  Min i s t e r s .  D iv i d e  t h e  Ma t t e r  b e tween 
you  a s  you  s e e  good .  I t  s u i t s  my  pu r po s e  e i t h e r 
way ;  t h o u g h  yo u  a r e  p l e a s e d  a c c o rd i n g  t o  yo u r 
u su a l  ob l i g i ng  manne r,  t o  s ay  i t  i s  c o n t r a r y  t o  i t . 
Ta ke  i t  e i t h e r  way,  i t  a p p e a r s ,  t h e  L a n g u a g e  o f 
t h e  Con s t i t u t i on ,  t h a t  none  bu t  Kne e l e r s  s hou l d 
receive.  And though the Cannon be  no t  a  par t  o f  the 
L i t u r gy ,  ye t  I  hope  ’t i s  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  Con s t i t u t i - 
on.  I  mus t  needs  s ay,  were  I  to  confor m,  I  should 
th ink  my Sub s c r i p t i on  and  De c l a ra t i on ,  wou l d  o b l i g e 
m e  t o  e x c l u d e  s u c h  a s  r e f u s e  Kn e e l i n g .  B u t  s e e i n g 
yo u  a r e  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  i t  o t h e r w i s e , 
I  am no t  d i spo sed  to  con tend  wi th  you  abou t  i t . 
I f  the re  i s  a  Canon  i n  fo rce,  tha t  obl i ge s  a  Min i - 
s t e r  u p o n  p a i n  o f  S u s p e n s i o n ,  t o  avo i d  g i v i n g 
t h e  S a c r a m e n t ,  t o  a ny  t h a t  d o  n o t  K n e e l ,  f o r  a 
Man  th a t  c anno t  th ink  th a t  t h a t  w i l l  excu s e  h im 
be fo re  God ,  to  r un  upon  the  Canon ’s  Mou th ,  and 
when i t  i s  ju s t  go ing  to  be  d i s cha rged  upon h im, 
t o  p r e t e n d  h e  w i l l  c o n s i d e r  a n d  c o m p a r e ,  a n d
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s u l t  h i s  B i s h o p ,  & c .  i s  t o  r u n  u p o n  a  P re c i p i c e , 
n o t  k n ow i n g  b u t  h e  m ay  e s c a p e .  I f  t h i s  b e n ’t 
t r i f l i n g  a n d  w o r s e  t h a n  t r i f l i n g ,  I  k n o w  n o t 
what is.

A s  t o  t h e  t h r e e  O rd e r s  o f  M i n i s t r y ,  I  h ave  ve r y 
o f  l i t t l e  to  add .  Whi l e  you  be l i eve  the re  were  in 
m a n y  C h u r c h e s  t h e  T h r e e  O r d e r s  o f  B i s h o p s , 
P r i e s t s  a n d  D e a c o n s  f r o m  t h e  A p o s t l e ’s  T i m e , 
you  mu s t  g ive  me  l e ave  t o  b e l i eve  t h e  c on t r a r y 
t i l l  I  h a v e  b e t t e r  E v i d e n c e .  I  n e v e r  y e t  m e t 
w i t h  i t  g r a n t e d  by  M r.  B a x t e r  a s  yo u  c o m m o n - 
l y  e x p re s s  i t ,  a n d  I  b e l i eve  n eve r  s h a l l .  A n d  i f 
you  h ave  ch ang ed  you r  M ind  f rom  wha t  i t  wa s , 
a n d  n ow  h o l d  t h a t  t h e  A n t i q u i t y  o f  t h e  T h r e e 
Orde r s  i s  no t  t o  b e  own ’d  by  A s s e n t  a n d  Con s e n t , 
I  o n l y  t h i n k  yo u  a r e  m o r e  o u t  t h a n  yo u  we r e 
b e f o r e .  B u t  t h a t  i s  t o  yo u r  s e l f ;  a n d  n o  C o n - 
c e r n  o f  m i n e .  Yo u  t o l d  m e  b e f o r e ,  t h a t  a l l  t h e 
Objection dwindled into a Str i fe about Words.  That 
i s  w h a t  I  e x t r e a m l y  l o a t h .  A n d  t h e r e f o r e  I  a d - 
d e d ,  t h a t  l e t  i t  b u t  b e  p r o v e d  t h a t  B i s h o p s , 
P r i e s t s  a nd  Dea c o n s  h ad  t h e  d i s t i n c t  Powe r s  now 
a s s i g n e d  t h e m ,  a n d  I  s h o u l d  ow n  t h a t  i t  wo u l d 
be  need le s s l y  l i t i g iou s  to  Cav i l  about  the i r  Name 
a n d  T i t l e ,  w h e t h e r  i t  s h o u l d  b e  O rd e r s ,  O f f i c e s , 
o r  D e g r e e s .  I  m e a n t  i t  wo u l d  b e  s o ,  e i t h e r  o n 
yo u r  s i d e  o r  o u r s .  A n d  I  a m  o f  t h e  s a m e  m i n d 
s t i l l .  D i m i n i s h  i t  a s  yo u  w i l l :  T h a t  t h e r e  h a v e 
b e en  t h r e e  s u c h  Bank s  o f  Min i s t e r s  f r om  t h e  t ime s  o f 
t h e  A p o s t l e s ,  I  c a n n o t  ow n ;  b e c a u s e  I  a m  n o t 
c o nv i n c e d  o f  i t .  B u t  i f  t h e r e  we r e ,  I  s h o u l d 
t h i n k  t h a t  a l o n e  wo u l d  b e  a n  E v i d e n c e  o f  D i - 
v i n e  Appo i n tmen t ,  un l e s s  an  In s t ance  cou ld  be  g i - 
ven  o f  any  th ing  tha t  had  been  in  the  Church  a l l 
a l o n g  f ro m  t h e i r  t i m e s ,  t h a t  wa s  n o t  o f  D iv i n e 
Appointment.

M e t h i n k s  yo u  a r e  ve r y  f r e e  i n  c h a r g i n g  m e 
w i th  Con t ra d i c t i o n s :  Bu t  i t  wou ld  be  bu t  c iv i l  t o
  take
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t a ke  my  m e a n i n g  a l o n g  w i t h  yo u .  E x p l a i n  yo u r 
Te r m s ,  a n d  a l t e r  t h e m  a s  yo u  p l e a s e  o n l y  a - 
v o i d  s t r i v i n g  a b o u t  Wo r d s .  A n d  i t  y o u  w i l l 
h ave  r e c o u r s e  t o  t h e  S c r i p t u re  t o  s u p p o r t  yo u r 
F a b r i c k ,  yo u  mu s t  n o t  b e  a n g r y  i f  I  p i t y  yo u , 
tha t  you  c an  f ind  the re  no  be t t e r  Founda t ion  fo r 
i t .  You  mu s t  e x cu s e  me  i f  I  c an ’t  b e  e a s i e  con -  
s t a n t l y  t o  r e p e a t  t h e  s a m e  T h i n g s  a s  yo u  d o : 
W h a t  yo u  h e r e  d e m a n d  a n  A c c o u n t  o f ,  i s  s u f - 
f i c i en t l y  c l e a r ’d  i n  t he  f i r s t  p a r t  o t  my  De f ence. 
A n d  a s  f o r  M r.  B a x t e r ,  t h a t  h e  wa s  f o r  A r c h b i - 
s h o p s  Supe r i o r  t o  B i s h o p s  i s  owned :  Bu t  I  n eve r 
ye t  m e t  w i t h  a ny  Pa s s a g e s  i n  h i m ,  t h a t  ow n e d 
a  S u p e r i o r i t y  o f  B i s h o p s  ove r  m e e r  P r e s by t e r s , 
t h a t  h a d  bu t  s u c h  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  Pa s t o r a l  Powe r 
c o m mu n i c a t e d  t o  t h e m ,  a s  t h ey  t h o u g h t  g o o d ; 
but much to the contrary.

A s  to  the  Of f i c e  o f  Bu r n a l ,  I  p i t i ed  you  be fo re,  
and  I  do  so  s t i l l .  I  c an  s ay  no  more  t h an  I  h ave  
s a i d .  I f  yo u  w i l l  r i d e  o u t  o f  Tow n ,  w h e n  a c - 
co rd ing  to  the  Cons t i t u t i on  you  shou ld  be  t end- 
i n g  a  C o r p s  a t  t h e  G r ave ,  yo u  mu s t  a n swe r  f o r 
i t .  I f  t h e  C h u r c h  h a s  l e f t  r o o m  f o r  yo u r  D i s - 
c r e t i o n  i n  t h e  C a s e ,  yo u  a r e  f r e e  t o  u s e  i t .  M y 
R e p o r t  o f  t h e  Pa s s a g e  o f  t h e  Two  A rc h b i s h o p s , 
h a s  g o o d  Vo u c h e r s :  B u t  I  d o n ’t  e x p e c t  t o  b e 
a b l e  t o  p ro d u c e  E v i d e n c e  t o  yo u r  S a t i s f a c t i o n , 
who  c an  f i n d  i n  you r  He a r t  t o  Cav i l ,  when  re - 
f e r r ’d  even  t o  t h e  J o u r n a l  o f  t h e  L o rd s .  I f  I  h ave 
n o  o t h e r  way  f o r f e i t e d  my  C re d i t ,  t h a n  i n  t h e 
M a t t e r s  yo u  p o i n t  a t ,  I  s h a n ’t  mu c h  l a b o u r  a - 
b o u t  i t .  A n d  i f  I  h a d  b e e n  i n  yo u r  C a s e ,  a n d 
cou ld  h ave  s a i d  no  more  i n  an swe r  to  the  S to r y, 
I should rather have wav’d it.

T h i s  O f f i c e  a s  f a r  a s  we  o b j e c t  a g a i n s t  i t ,  i s 
no t  a l t e r ’d  s i nce  the  Canon  wa s  made,  wh ich  re - 
q u i r e s  t h e  u s i n g  i t  o v e r  e v e r y  C o r p s  t h a t  i s 
b ro u g h t ,  u p o n  p a i n  o f  S u s p e n s i o n .  A n d  i f  yo u r
  Dio-
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Diocesan wi l l  there  d i spence wi th  you,  I  have no- 
t h i n g  t o  d o  t o  g a i n s ay  i t .  O r  i f  yo u  c a n  s o f t e n 
it you may.

E x p re s s  yo u r  H o p e s  o f  t h e  D e c e a s e d  a s  f r e e l y 
a s  you  w i l l ,  s o  you  don ’t  e n cou r a g e  P re s ump t i - 
o n :  O r  l e ave  o u t  a s  yo u  s e e  o c c a s i o n ;  t i l l  t h e 
needed  Di s c i p l i ne  i s  re s to red :  Bu t  t i l l  t hen ,  g ive 
m e  a n d  my  B r e t h r e n  l e ave  t o  t h i n k ,  s i n c e  yo u 
h a n ’t  d i s p r ov ’d  i t ,  t h a t  t h i s  v e r y  O f f i c e ,  f u r - 
n i shes  us  wi th  a  cons iderable  Reason for  Noncon- 
f o r m i t y :  And  I  c an  a s s u re  you ,  ( i f  I  may  be l i eve 
t h e  R e p o r t  o f  c r e d i b l e  Pe r l o n s  a s  t o  t h e i r  ow n 
C a s e )  i t  h a t h  i n d u c e d  s o m e  t o  b e c o m e  N o n - 
c on f o r m i s t s ,  t h a t  we re  b re d  u p  i n  t h a t  Ch u rc h , 
o f  w h i c h  yo u  a r e  s o  Z e a l o u s ,  t h o ’ a t  t h e  s a m e 
time so odd a Defender.

N e i t h e r  w i l l  I  c o n t e n d  w i t h  yo u  a b o u t  t h e 
R u l e  t o  f i n d  o u t  E a s t e r .  I  ow n  t h e  R e c e i p t  o f 
yo u r  L e t t e r  a b o u t  t h e  M a t t e r ;  b u t  d i d  n o t  I 
mus t  con fe s s  ob se r ve  tha t  you  de s i red  me  to  t ake 
any  pub l i c k  No t i c e  o f  i t .  And  I  h ave  s o  m i s l a i d 
i t ,  t h a t  I  c a n n o t  n ow  s e e ,  w h e t h e r  yo u  d i d  o r 
n o :  B u t  I  b e l i e ve  i t  u p o n  yo u r  Wo rd .  I ’ m  n o t 
awa r e  I  h a d  a n y  d e s i g n  i n  wav i n g  i t :  B u t  a m 
so r r y  I  d id  no t  g ive  you  tha t  p i e ce  o f  S a t i s f a c t i - 
o n ,  w h i c h  I  h a d  f r e e l y  d o n e ,  h a d  I  o b s e r ve d , 
tha t  you  de s i red  i t .  You s ay  your  Ass en t  and  Con- 
s e n t  i s  n o t  c o n c e r n e d  i n  i t .  Bu t  you  know  t h e  E - 
j e c t e d  M i n i s t e r s  h a d  o t h e r  A p p r e h e n s i o n s .  A t 
b e s t  ’t i s  a  R e f l e c t i o n  o n  yo u r  C h u r c h  t o  ow n 
t h a t  s h e  s a y s ,  t h a t  E a s t e r  D a y  i s  a l w a y s ,  & c . 
w h e n  i t  i s  s o  b u t  s o m e t i m e s .  W h e n  yo u  h a v e 
t a ken  eve r  s o  much  p a i n s  t o  h e l p  Peop l e  t o  un- 
de r s t and  the  Ru le,  i f  i t  i s  so,  bu t  s ome t ime s ,  i t  i s 
n o t  s o  a l w a y s :  A n d  t h e r e f o r e ,  a n d  u p o n  t h a t 
Accoun t  you ’ l l  h ave  a  h a rd  Ta sk  o f  i t ,  t o  s e cu re 
it from Contempt.
  Apo-
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A p o c r y p h a l  L e s s o n s ,  I  a m  n o  F r i e n d  t o.  W h e n 
I  r e p re s e n t  i t  a s  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  O b j e c t i o n ,  t h a t 
the  Rubr ick  br ing s  in  the  Apo c r ypha l  Wr i t i n g s  un- 
d e r  t h e  n ame  o f  Ho ly  S c r i p t u r e s ,  you  to ld  me  ’twa s 
c ommon  i n  a l l  Sp e e c h  f o r  t h e  l e s s e r  and  meane r  t o  g o 
unde r  th e  Denomina t i on  o f  th e  g r ea t e r  and  be t t e r  pa r t . 
I  t o l d  yo u ,  t h a t  t h i s  f a v o u r ’d  n o t  o f  t h a t  p e c u l i a r 
Re sp e c t  f o r  t h e  Ho ly  S c r i p t u r e s,  a s  I  s h ou l d  have  ex - 
p e c t e d  f r om  you .  I n  s o  s ay i ng ,  I  wa s  f a r  f rom i n - 
s i nu a t i n g ,  o r  s o  much  a s  t h i nk i n g ,  yo u  b e l i ev ’d 
t h e  A p o c r y p h a l  W r i t i n g s  d i v i n e l y  I n s p i r ’d ;  a n d 
ye t  i f  t h e  l e s s e r  a n d  m e a n e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  L e s s o n s 
we re  no t  d iv i n e l y  I n s p i r ’d ,  I  t h i nk  yo u  d i d  n o t 
do we l l  a t  a l l  to  v ind ica te  the i r  pa s s ing  under  the 
same name wi th  the  g r ea t e r  and  b e t t e r  pa r t  o f  those  
L e s s on s ,  wh i ch  we  a l l  own  t o  b e  t r u l y  I n s p i r ’d . 
I f  they  were  a l l  p a r t s  o f  the  Holy  S c r i p t u r e s ,  t hey 
m i g h t  j u s t l y  a l l  h ave  t h a t  n a m e,  t h o ’ s o m e  d e - 
s e r v ’d  a  h i ghe r  va l u e  t h an  o the r s :  Bu t  when  t he 
C a n o n i c a l  W r i t i n g s  a r e  t r u l y  i n s p i r ’d ,  a n d  t h e 
Apo c r y pha l ,  common Wr i t ing s ,  t o  a l l ow the i r  be - 
i n g  s t i l ’d  H o ly  S c r i p t u r e s ,  i s  i n e x c u s a b l e .  U p o n 
t h i s  yo u  a r e  h e a t e d ,  a n d  t h e n  c h a r g e  m e  w i t h 
u s i n g  d i v e r s  We i g h t s  a n d  M e a s u r e s ,  a n d  I  k n ow  
no t  wha t ;  and  fo r  f e a r  due  no t i c e  shou ld  no t  be 
t aken  o f  i t ,  you  b r ing  i t  i n  ag a in ,  i n  the  twe l f th 
A r t i c l e  o f  yo u r  I n d e x .  B u t ,  g o o d  S i r ,  w h a t ’s 
t h e  m a t t e r ?  W hy  c a n ’t  yo u  ke e p  yo u r  Te m p e r ? 
I ’m a s  much  fo r  rega rd ing  the  s en s e  o f  the  Law- 
g i v e r s  a t  o n e  t i m e  a s  a t  a n o t h e r .  B u t  i f  t h e 
Church  ha s  g iven  he r  Sen se  we l l  i n  he r  Ar t i c l e s , 
and expres s ’d  her  se l f  dangerous ly  in  her  Rubr ick , 
I  don ’t  s e e  t h a t  i f  I  d i s a pp rove  t h e  l a t t e r ,  I  u s e 
d i v e r s  We i g h t s  a n d  M e a s u r e s .  I  a m  f o r  r e g a rd i n g 
the  Sen s e  o f  t h e  Chu r c h ,  ’t i s  t r ue :  Bu t  no t  t he re - 
f o re  ob l i g ’d  t o  a pp rove  o f  a  t h i n g  t h a t  i s  r e a l l y 
f a u l t y  i f  s h e  h a s  unwa r i l y  f a l l en  i n to  i t .  I  t h i nk 
to  be  the  Sen s e  o f  t h e  Chu r c h ,  t h a t  t he  Of f i c e  o f
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B u r i a l  s h o u l d  b e  u s e d  ove r  a l l ;  bu t  I  d o n ’t  f o r 
t h a t  t h i n k  i t  e ve r  t h e  m o re  t o  b e  a p p rov ’d  o f . 
And in  th i s  c a se,  I  know i t  to  be  the  Sen s e  o f  t h e 
C h u r c h ,  t h a t  t h e  C a n o n i c a l  B o o k s  o n l y  a r e  t h e 
H o l y  S c r i p t u r e s ;  ye t  w h e n  t h e  R u b r i c k  u n h a p - 
p i l y  b r ing s  i n  the  Apo c r y pha l  Wr i t i n g s  unde r  th a t 
n a m e ,  I  m u s t  b e g  yo u r  e x c u s e  f ro m  a p p rov i n g 
o f  i t ,  o r  o f  yo u r  v i n d i c a t i n g  i t .  A n d  i n  c h a r g - 
i n g  m e  o n  t h a t  a c c o u n t ,  yo u  g i ve  ro e  a  c a s t  o f 
y o u r  C a n d o r ,  a s  yo u  c a l l  i t ,  w h i c h ,  i f  yo u  h a d 
p l e a s ’d ,  yo u  m i g h t  we l l  h a ve  s p a r ’d .  I f ,  h ow - 
eve r,  you  w i l l  doub t ,  whe the r  t he re  be  any  o rd e r 
t o  r e a d  t h e  Apoc r ypha l  Wr i t i n g s ,  i t  mu s t  b e  b e - 
c au se  you  f ind  some Conven iency  in  i t ;  fo r  good 
Reason you have none.

Yo u  t a l k  u p o n  t h i s  H e a d  a s  i f  yo u r  C h u r c h 
we re  i n f a l l i b l e :  O the rw i s e  you  wou l d  h a r a l y  a r - 
gue  a s  you  do  f rom the  Ar t i c l e  to  the  Ti t l e  o f  t h e 
C a l e n d a r .  Yo u  h a d  b e t t e r  f r a n k l y  ow n  a  S l i p , 
than argue a t  so loose a  ra te  for  a  f a l l ible  Church, 
t h a t  i s  g u i l t y  o f  m o re  g ro s s  M i s t a ke s  t h a n  o n e . 
Bu t  s uppo s i ng  t h e re  b e  an  Ord e r  (wh i ch  I  n eve r 
met with any one that conceited before) to read the 
Apoc r ypha l  Le s son s ,  and  you  th ink  you  may  s a f e - 
l y  a g r e e  t o  c o m p ly  w i t h  i t ;  G ive  m e  bu t  l e ave  t o 
b e  o f  a n o t h e r  m i n d ,  a n d  t a ke  yo u r  way.  I  a m 
n o t  f o r  j u s t l i n g  o u t  a ny  p a r t  o f  t h e  C a n o n i c a l 
S c r i p t u r e s  t o  m a ke  way  f o r  t h e m :  I  a m  r a t h e r 
f o r  r e a d i n g  t h o s e  B o o k s  ove r  a n d  ove r  a g a i n , 
t h a n  l e ave  a ny  ro o m  f o r  t h e m :  A n d  t h e  d a n g e r 
o f  t e m p t i n g  Pe o p l e  t o  g o  t o o  n e a r  e q u a l l i n g 
them wi th  the  s a c red  Sc r ip tu re s ,  i s  w i th  me  su f - 
f i c i e n t  R e a s o n ,  t h o ’ t h e re  b e  n o  e x p re s s  D i v i n e 
O rd e r ,  C o m m a n d ,  o r  I n j u n c t i o n  t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y .  I f 
you  c an ’t  s e e  a  d i f f e renc e  b e tween  t h e  Chu rch ’s 
read ing Apoc r ipha l  Books ,  i .  e.  a l lowing of  the  pr i- 
va t e  re a d i ng  o f  t h em ,  a nd ,  a p p o i n t i n g  t h em  t o  b e 
r e a d  i n  Pub l i ck  Wor sh i pp ing  A s s embl i e s ,  ’twou ld
  be
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b e  a  va i n  t h i n g  f o r  m e  t o  a r g u e  w i t h  yo u .  B u t 
suppose  they  were  read  in  the  Church  in  S t .  Hie -  
r o m ’s  D a y s ,  a n d  I  b y  s u b s c r i b i n g  t h e  A r t i c l e 
ag ree,  tha t  whi l e  and  where  they  were  so  read ,  i t 
wa s  f o r  t h e  End s  h e  men t i on s ,  v i z .  Fo r  Ex amp l e 
o f  L i f e ,  a n d  I n s t r u c t i o n  o f  M a n n e r s,  b u t  n o t  f o r 
E s t a b l i s h t n g  o f  D o c t r i n e ,  I  d o n ’t  s e e  t h a t  I  a m 
the re fo re  bound  to  app rove  the  P r a c t i c e.  I  t h ink 
i t  ha s  a  mi s ch ievous  t endency  to  do  so.  And  tho ’ 
you  a re  fo r  pa l l i a t ing  and  d imin i sh ing  i t ,  ye t  you 
mus t  g ive  me  l e ave  to  app rehend  the re  i s  a  g re a t 
d e a l  o f  d a n g e r .  A n d  f o r  p r o o f  I  r e f e r  yo u  t o 
B i s h o p  B u r n e t ,  w h o m  I  h o p e  yo u ’d  a l l ow  f o r  a 
good  Au tho r ;  who  a t  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  S i x th  A r - 
t i d e ,  s p e a k i n g  o f  t h e  r e a d i n g  t h e  A p o c r y p h a l 
Books  in  the  Publ i ck  Churche s ,  t e l l s  u s .  Tha t  b e -  
i n g  u sua l ly  r e ad ,  th ey  c ame  t o  b e  r e c kon ’d  among  Ca- 
n o n i c a l  S c r i p t u r e s .  T h i s  I  t h i n k  i s  a  f a i r  wa r n - 
ing.

Fo r  my  p a r t ,  I  d o n ’t  d o u b t  bu t  t h e r e  wa s  a s 
much  cau t ion  u sed  in  many  Churche s  where  they 
we re  f o r mer l y  re ad ,  a s  i n  the  Church  o f  Eng l and 
a t  t h i s  D ay :  N o r  c a n  yo u  d e n y  b u t  t h a t  t h e y 
we re  anc i en t l y  re ad  w i t h  t h i s  l im i t a t i on ,  t h a t  n o 
Doc t r i n e  wa s  t o  b e  p r oved  f r om th em  a s  we l l  a s  now; 
o r  t h a t  t h ey  we re  wa r n ’d  o f  u n n e c e s s a r y  Pa s s a g e s 
i n  t h e m  t h e n ,  a s  we l l  a s  l a t e l y ;  a n d  ye t  B i s h o p 
Bur ne t  t e l l s  you ,  tha t  i t  i s  a s s ign ’d  a s  a  Rea son in 
the  3d  Counc i l  o f  Car t h a g e ,  f o r  c a l l i ng  the  Apo- 
c r ypha l  Books  Canonica l ,  Be cau s e  t h ey  had  r e c e i v ’d 
t h e m  f r o m  t h e i r  F a t h e r s,  a s  B o o k s  t h a t  w e r e  t o  b e 
r e a d  i n  C h u r c h e s .  A n d  t h e re f o re  I  c a n ’t  s e e  t h a t 
your  s ecur i t y,  tha t  such  an  i l l  u s e  won ’t  be  made 
o f  the  con t inuance  o f  such  a  P r ac t i ce,  i s  r a t iona l 
or justifiable.
  To
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To  go  on  then  to  t h e  o l d  Ve r s s o n  o f  t h e  P s a lm s ; 
i f  you  c an  b e  con t en t ed  t o  d e c l a re ,  t h a t  i t  con- 
t a in s  noth ing  cont ra r y  to  the  Word o f  God,  whi le 
you  don ’t  know bu t  i t  may,  I  c an ’t  s e e  why  you 
s h o u l d  b e  a n g r y,  t h a t  we  a r e  b a c k wa rd  t o  j o i n 
w i t h  yo u  i n  i t .  T h i s  r e m a i n s  a  D i f f i c u l t y  a f t e r 
a l l  t h a t  e i t he r  you  o r  Mr.  Hoad ly  h ave  sugge s t ed 
to remove it.

We  l o o k  u p o n  a  P r a c t i c e  s o  ve n t u re s o m e  a n d 
h a z a rdou s ,  t o  b e  c on t r a r y  t o  t h e  Wo rd  o f  Go d . 
The  be s t  Tran s l a t i o n s  may  indeed ,  a s  to  s ome  Pa s - 
s a g e s,  b e  d oub t f u l ,  whe th e r  a g r e e a b l e  t o  t h e  Or i g i na l : 
Bu t  ’t i s  e nough  f o r  u s  t o  u s e  t h e  b e s t  we  h ave ; 
wi thout  dec l a r ing  they  have  no f au l t s ,  o r  a re  l e s s , 
f au l t y  than  they  a re.  Tho ’ t h e  P s a l t e r  i s  n o  pa r t  o f 
t h e  Common-P raye r ,  ye t  the  approv ing  i t ,  i s  a s  d i - 
s t inc t ly  expres s ’d  in  the  Assen t  and Consen t ,  a s  the 
C o m m o n - P r aye r  i t  s e l f .  T h i s  c o u l d  n o t  b e  s a i d 
a s  to  t h e  fau l t y  Tran s l a t i on s  o f  t h e  Ep i s t l e s  and  Gos - 
p e l s ,  f o r  wh i ch  you  re f e r  t o  D r.  Bu r g e s s ’s  Pape r. 
I f  the  new Trans la t ion be  be s t  in  i t  s e l f .  I  think that ’s 
Reason su f f i c ient  why I  should  not  obl ige  my se l f 
p r a c t i c a l l y  t o  p re f e r  t h e  o t h e r  b e f o re  i t .  I f  a ny 
c on t i nu e  t o  u s e  o l d  Hopk i n s ,  I  d on ’t  know  t h a t 
they  ob l i ge  the tn s e l ve s  to  p re f e r  i t  be fo re  a  Ve r - 
s ion  they  apprehend to  be  be t te r ;  which  any  Man 
mus t  own unrea sonabl e,  un l e s s  where  the  Church 
i s  c o n c e r n ’d ;  w h i c h ,  f o r  w h a t  I  s e e ,  w i l l ,  w i t h 
s ome  Men ,  p a s s  i n  a  l i t t l e  t ime  f o r  a  s u f f i c i e n t 
Plea for the grossest Absurdities.

T h e  A t h a n a s i a n  C r e e d  c o m e s  n e x t ,  w h i c h  I 
t o l d  you  we  s ub s c r i b ’d  w i th  l im i t a t i on s ;  and  re - 
f e r r ’d  you  t o  Mr.  Bax t e r ’s  s e n s e  o f  t h e  A r t i c l e s , 
P r i n t e d  i n  16 8 9 .  A n d  a s  l o n g  a s  o u r  S e n s e  wa s 
d e c l a r ’d  b e f o re  ou r  Sub s c r i p t i on ,  I  s e e  no t  why 
we  m ay  n o t  b e  s a t i s f y ’d  w i t h  i t .  We  e x p r e s l y 
exc luded the  Appendages  out  o f  our  Subscr ip t ion ,
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and  t h e re f o re  you r  a r gu i ng  w i t h  u s  a bou t  t h em , 
is to little purpose.

H a d  yo u  bu t  g i ve n  yo u r  s e n s e  o f  A s s e n t  a n d 
Con s e n t ,  a nd  t h e  o t h e r  Te r m s  o f  Con fo r m i t y,  a s 
yo u  n ow  d o,  b e f o r e  yo u  C o n f o r m ’d ,  a n d  b e e n 
a d m i t t e d  i n  t h a t  s e n s e ,  I  s h o u l d  n o t  t h i n k  yo u 
wou ld  h ave  h ad  any  re a s on  t o  re g a rd  t h e  Re f l e - 
c t i o n s  o f  a ny  M a n .  N o r  h ave  we  a ny  r e a s o n  t o 
be  mov ’d  in  th i s  c a s e  by  your  In s inua t ion ,  wh ich 
ha s  re a l l y  no th ing  i n  i t ;  f o r  we  t h r o u gh ly  re c e ive 
t h e  s u b s t a n c e  o f  t h e  C re e d ;  n ay  we  re c e ive  t h e 
C re e d  i t  s e l f ,  O m n i n o,  i .  e .  p r o r s u s  &  p l a n e ,  a s 
Ca l e p i n e  e xp l a i n s  i t ,  w i t hou t  a ny  D i s s imu l a t i on . 
What  was  t h e  t r u e  s en s e  and  i n t en t i on  o f  t h e  Chu r c h 
o f  E n g l a n d  i n  t h e  c a s e ,  i s  w i t h  m e  o f  s m a l l  a c - 
coun t :  For  i f  she  wa s  so  uncha r i t ab l e,  a s  to  con- 
demn the Greek  Church,  f a r  be i t  f rom me to imi- 
tate her.

A n d  t h o ’ yo u  a r e  b o u n d  t o  r e g a rd  h e r  s e n s e , 
who  own he r  Power  to  Impose ;  ye t  so  am no t  I , 
w h o  k n ow  o f  n o  s u c h  Powe r .  We  r e g a r d  t h e 
A r t i c l e s  o n l y  a s  s o  m a ny  Po s i t i o n s ,  w h i c h  t h e 
S t a t e  requ i re s  u s  to  own and  sub sc r ibe,  i f  we  ex- 
pec t  l i b e r t y  to  D i s s en t  f rom the  Publ i ck  Con s t i - 
t u t i o n  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  m o l e s t e d .  A n d  s o  l o n g  a s 
in  any  Pa s s age s  o f  the se  Ar t i c le s  tha t  a re  dubious , 
t he  Ju s t i c e s  t h a t  a re  empower ’d  to  t ake  ou r  Sub- 
s c r i p t i on s ,  w i l l  a l l ow  u s  t o  g ive  i n  t h e  s en s e  i n 
which we subscribe before hand, we are safe.

W i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  C o n f i r m a t i o n ,  I  a m  n o t  a - 
wa r e  t h a t  my  Pe n  s l i p t ,  w h e n  I  s a i d ,  Yo u  h a d 
no t  t a ken  t h e  D i f f i c u l t y  no r  do  I  own  t h a t  you 
h ave  s o l v ’d  i t .  I  am  a s  much  f o r  Con f i r m a t i o n  i n 
t h e  s ub s t a n c e  o f  i t  a s  you ;  bu t  f o r  l ay i n g  s t r e s s 
on  Ep i s c o p a l  Con f i r ma t i o n ,  a s  i f  . t h a t  we re  so  ne- 
ces sa r y,  a s  tha t  I  might  ag ree,  tha t  none be admit- 
t e d  t o  t h e  C o m m u n i o n ,  t i l l  t h e y  b e  t h a t  way 
Con f i r m ’d ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  r e a d y  a nd  d e s i ro u s  t o  b e
 Y Con-
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Con f i r m’d  in  tha t  way ;  th i s  i s  wha t  I  c an ’t  com- 
ply with.

I  s h o u l d  b e  g l a d  yo u  t r u l y  we re  e m p o w e r ’d  t o 
k e ep  o f f  a l l  s c anda l ou s  P e r s on s  f r om  t h e  Commun i on , 
a nd  i g n o ra n t  P e r s o n s  t o o :  Bu t  t h a t ’s  a  qu i t e  d i f f e - 
ren t  t h i n g  f rom  adm i t t i n g  none  t o  t h e  Commu- 
n ion  t i l l  a  B i s hop  Con f i r m  them,  o r  t h ey  de s i re 
h e  s hou l d  do  i t .  Th i s  I  t a ke  t o  b e  t h e  s e n s e  o f 
you r  Chu rch ;  And  h e re i n  I  c a n  by  no  mean s  a - 
gree.

Whether  the re  be  rea son  fo r  s c r up l i n g  t h e  Hand s 
o f  a  B i s h o p  i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  I  s h an ’t  d i s pu t e :  Bu t  a s 
l ong  a s  i t  may  b e  s c r up l ed  by  s eve r a l ,  who  may 
t h i nk  ( a t  l e a s t )  t h ey  h ave  good  Rea son  on  t h e i r 
s i de,  and  the re fo re  c an ’t  dec l a re  they  so  much  a s 
d e s i r e  i t  i n  t h e  way  o f  you r  Chu rch ;  I  c a n ’t  s e e 
t h a t  you r  Church  a l l ows  o f  t h e i r  b e ing  admi t t ed 
to  Communion;  the  cont ra r y  to  which you should 
h ave  p rov ’d ,  i f  yo u  wo u l d  h ave  d o n e  a ny  t h i n g 
to purpose under this Head.

Nex t  t o  t h e  bu s i n e s s  o f  As s e n t  a n d  Co n s e n t ,  I 
t a ke  t h e  O a t h  o f  C a n o n i c a l  O b e d i e n c e ,  t o  b e  t h e 
mos t  c ap i t a l  A r t i c l e  o f  ou r  Deba t e ;  n ay,  i n  some 
r e s p e c t s ,  I  r e c ko n  i t  r a t h e r  m o r e  m o m e n t o u s . 
W h a t  I  s a i d  o f  t h i s ,  i n  t h e  Te n t h  C h a p t e r  o f 
m y  A b r i d g m e n t ,  w a s  t a k e n  f r o m  M r .  B a x t e r ’ s 
N o n c o n f o r m i t y  s t a t e d ,  i n  Q u a r t o.  H e  a s s e r t e d  i t 
h a d  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  s t a t e d  L a w s  o r  C a n o n s  o f  t h e 
Chu r c h ,  a nd  c a r r y ’d  i n  i t  a  p l a i n  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  c om- 
p ly  w i t h  t h em ,  a n d  s u bm i t  t o  t h em ,  i n  t h e i r  s t a t e d 
P ra c t i c e ,  wh e r e  t h e y  h a v e  n o t  a  D i s p e n s a t i o n .  Th i s , 
you  s ay,  i s  a  s w e a r i n g  t o  t h e  Can o n s ,  I  d on ’t  r e - 
m e m b e r  t h a t  I  u s e d  t h e  P h r a s e ;  ’ t i s  t h e r e f o r e 
yo u r s ,  a n d  n o t  e i t h e r  M r .  B a x t e r ’s ,  o r  m i n e :  I 
wa s  no t  f ond  o f  i t ;  bu t  r a the r  t h an  con t end .  I ’ l l 
let it pass.
  The
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T h e  o n l y  A r g u m e n t ,  yo u  s a y,  I  u r g e  i n  p ro o f 
o f  t h i s  ma t t e r ,  i s  t a ken  f rom  t h e  No t a t i o n  o f  t h e 
Wo r d .  I  t h o u g h t  I  h a d  u r g ’d  s e ve r a l  o t h e r  A r - 
gument s ,  and  some tha t  I  don ’t  s ee  you  have  an- 
s w e r ’d :  B u t  I ’ l l  l e t  t h a t  p a s s  t o o .  I  d i d  s a y, 
t h a t  I  s hou l d  h ave  t hough t ,  t h a t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
Canon s  might  have  been  a l low’d  a s  an  Exp l i ca t ion 
o f  t h e  Wo r d  C a n o n i c a l .  Yo u ,  o n  t h e  c o n t r a r y, 
wi l l  have  i t ,  tha t  Canon i c a l  Obed i en c e  s i gn i f i e s  t h a t 
Ob e d i e n c e,  wh i c h  t h e  Can on s  o r  L aw s  E c c l e s i a s t i c a l 
r e q u i r e  a  M i n i s t e r  t o  p r o m i s e  o r  p e r f o r m .  I  d o n ’t 
p e rc e ive  bu t  t h i s  w i l l  a n swe r  my  End  we l l  eno ’ ; 
a nd  t h e re f o re  I  won ’t  c on t end :  On l y  wou l d  d e - 
s i r e  yo u  t o  o b s e r ve ,  t h a t  yo u  b r i n g  n o  b e t t e r 
p roo f  f o r  you r  S en s e,  t h an  I  f o r  Mr.  Bax t e r ’s ,  a s 
much as you were displeased at that omission.

You te l l  me my His t o r y  o f  t h i s  Oa th  w i l l  t u r n  me 
t o  w o r s e  t h a n  n o t h i n g .  You  mean  you  wou ld  h ave 
i t  d o  s o ;  f o r  t h a t  i s  a l l  I  u n d e r s t a n d  by  t h o s e 
Words .  What  p re sen t l y  fo l lows ,  s eems  to  in t ima te 
t h e r e  m ay  b e  s o m e  l i t t l e  f e a r  o f  t h e  c o n t r a r y. 
You say,  Who doub t s  bu t  when the  Counc i l s  had made 
C a n o n s,  t h e y  i n s i s t e d  o n  i t ,  a n d  e x p e c t e d  t o  h a v e 
th em ob s e r v ’d?  I ’ l l  a s sure  you I  don’t  doubt  i t ,  and 
am g l ad  you  don ’t .  Bu t  then ,  h ad  you  con s ide r ’d 
t h a t  t h e s e  Canon s  we re  made  t o  b e  t h e  Ru l e  o f 
tha t  Obed ience  f rom the  Cle rgy  to  the i r  B i shops , 
w h i c h  a l l  t h a t  we r e  a d m i t t e d  t o  a n y  P a s t o r a l 
C h a r g e  i n  t h e  C h u r c h ,  w e r e  f i r s t  t o  p r o - 
m i s e ,  a n d  a f t e r w a r d s  t o  s w e a r ,  y o u ’d  h a r d l y 
h a v e  a s k ’d ,  W h a t  i s  t h i s  t o  t h e  O a t h ?  Wo u l d 
y o u  t h i n k  i t  w o r t h  y o u r  w h i l e  t o  g i v e  m y 
s h o r t  H i s t o r y  o f  t h i s  m a t t e r  a  s e c o n d  Pe r u s a l , 
you ’d  e a s i l y  ob s e r ve  a  g r a du a l  P rog re s s ,  h e l p i n g 
to  g ive  no t  a  l i t t l e  L i gh t  i n  t he  c a s e.  A t  f i r s t ,  a 
p ro m i a e  o f  f o l l ow i n g  t h e  R u l e s  o f  S c r i p t u re  i n 
t h e  Managemen t  o f  t h e  Pa s t o r a l  Ca re  wa s  s u f f i - 
c i e n t ,  a n d  a l l  t h a t  wa s  r e q u i r ’d  o f  M i n i s t e r s .
 Y 2 After-
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A f te rward s  they  mus t  sub sc r ibe  severa l  Con f e s s i on s 
o f  Fa i t h ,  a s  we l l  a s  make  t h a t  P romi s e .  Bu t  n e i - 
ther  would  th i s  do  long ;  for,  to  secure  the  obser- 
vance  o f  Ec c l e s i a s t i c a l  D i s c i p l i n e ,  a c co rd ing  to  the 
Canons  of  d iver s  Counci l s ,  i t  was  a t  length ins i s ted 
on  by  the  B i lbops ,  tha t  the  Body o f  the i r  C le rgy, 
s h o u l d  by  p ro m i s e  b i n d  t h e m s e l ve s  t o  o b s e r ve 
t h e m :  A n d  a s  t h e i r  L o r d s h i p s  b e c a m e  i n  p ro - 
c e s s  o f  t i m e ,  b o u n d  by  a n  O a t h  r e ve r e n t l y  t o 
r e g a r d  t h e  M a n d a t e s  o f  t h e i r  M e t r o p o l i t a n s ,  ( a s 
t h ey  a l s o  t h emse l ve s  we re  t o  t ho s e  o f  H i s  Ho l i - 
n e s s  o f  R o m e )  s o  t h e y  b o u n d  t h e i r  C l e r g y,  i n 
t h e  s a m e  m a n n e r ,  t o  t h e  s a m e  r e g a rd  t o  t h e m ; 
bu t  s t i l l  w i t h i n  t h e  compa s s  o f  t h e  Canon s ,  t h a t 
were  t aken  fo r  the  f i x ’d  Ru le  o f  D i s c ip l ine.  Th i s 
1  t h i n k  I  h a ve  f a i r l y  p rov ’d .  A n d  i f  s o ,  t h e i r 
P ro m i s e  a n d  t h e i r  O a t h  l o o k ’d  t h e  s a m e  way. 
W h e n  I  m e n t i o n ’d  t h e  E l eve n t h  C o u n c i l  o f  To - 
l e d o,  Ann o  6 75,  wh i ch  e n j o i n s ,  t h a t  who s o e v e r  i s 
a dm i t t e d  i n t o  E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  O rd e r s,  s h ou l d  b i nd  h im- 
s e l f,  by  Wr i t i n g  und e r  h i s  Hand ,  i n  t h e  S i n c e r i t y  o f 
h i s  Hea r t ,  no t  t o  c on t rad i c t  t h e  Canon i c a l  Ru l e s ;  and 
i n  a l l  t h i n g s  t o  g i v e  d u e  H o n o u r  a n d  O b e d i e n c e  t o 
h i s  E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  Sup e r i o r s ;  you  t e l l  me,  i t  d o e s  n o t 
c o m e  h o m e .  N o !  T h a t ’ s  s t r a n g e !  W h a t ’ s  t h e 
m a t t e r ?  W hy  yo u  g i ve  t h i s  a s  t h e  r e a s o n ,  t h a t 
your  Cons t i tu t i on  doe s  no t  r equ i r e  your  Subs c r ip t i on  to 
t h e  Can o n s .  Th a t ’s  ve r y  t r u e :  Bu t  i t  r e qu i re s  a n 
Oath  o f  Canon i c a l  Obed i en c e ,  o f  which Bi shop St i l - 
l i n g f l e e t  t e l l s  u s ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  I n s t ance :  And  I 
hope  you  won ’t  con t r ad i c t  h im,  wh ich  you  a f t e r - 
wa rd s  r e p r e s e n t  a s  s u c h  a  C r i m e  i n  m e .  W h e n 
I  a  l i t t l e  a f t e r  r e f e r r ’d  yo u  t o  B a r o n i u s  f o r  t h e 
Fo r m  o f  B o n i f a c e ’s  O a t h  t o  t h e  Po p e ,  yo u  t e l l 
me,  I  d o  no t  s ay,  whe th e r  i t  had  any  r e f e r en c e  t o  t h e 
Canons  o r  no .  I  shou ld  have  thought  you had t ime 
enough  to  have  consu l t ed  Ba ron iu s  about  i t  wh i l e 
you  we re  a t  Lond on :  Bu t  i f  i t  may  b e  any  s a t i s -
  faction
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f a c t i on  to  you ,  I  now t e l l  you ,  t h a t  Bon i f a c e  no t 
o n l y  s wo r e  a n  o b s e r v a n c e  o f  t h e  C a n o n s ,  b u t 
t h a t  h e  w ou l d  n o t  s o  mu c h  a s  h a v e  a ny  Conve r s e  o r 
C ommun i o n  w i t h  s u c h  P r e l a t e s  a s  a c t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e 
a n c i e n t  D e c r e e s  o f  t h e  h o ly  Fa t h e r s .  The  I n s t a n c e s 
I  g ive  you  o f  s eve r a l  s u c c e ed i n g  Counc i l s ,  who 
mani fe s ted  such a  concer n ,  tha t  the  Clergy should 
o b e y  t h e i r  B i s h o p s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  C a n o n s , 
don’t  fa l l  sho r t  o f  the  fo rmer ,  but  cont inue the t ra in, 
and s t i l l  ev idence thus  much to  any Man tha t  wi l l 
impa r t i a l l y  con s i d e r  t h em,  t h a t  t h e  b r i ng ing  t h e 
C l e r g y  t o  o b e y  t h e  C a n o n s ,  wa s  t h e  d r i f t  o f  t h e 
Con su l t a t i on s  o f  t h e  B i s hop s  i n  t ho s e  Day s ,  and 
t h e  a i m  o f  t h e  s e v e r a l  B o n d s  a n d  Ty e s  t h e y 
brought them under.

And  a s  fo r  tha t  o f  the  Counc i l  o f  Cha l on s ,  An . 
813 ,  w h i c h  f o r b i d s ,  t h a t  a ny  s h o u l d  s w e a r  t o  d o 
no th ing  aga in s t  t h e  Canons,  and  t o  b e  ob ed i en t  t o  th e 
B i s h o p  t h a t  o r d a i n s  t h e m ;  i t  i s  i n  my  A p p re h e n - 
s i o n  ve r y  m u c h  t o  t h e  p u r p o s e .  B u t  h e r e  yo u 
h ave  a  p l e a s a n t  F a n c y.  Yo u  d i s t i n g u i s h  b e t we e n 
swea r ing  t o  do  no th ing  aga in s t  the  Canons,  and swea r - 
i n g  t o  b e  o b e d i e n t  t o  t h e  B i s h o p .  B u t  t h e  D i s t i n - 
c t i o n  i s  yo u r s ,  n o t  t h e  C o u n c i l ’s .  T h i s  i s  p l a i n 
by  w h a t  f o l l ow s .  Fo r  i t  i s  i m m e d i a t e l y  a d d e d , 
w h i c h  O a t h ,  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  d a n g e r o u s,  w e  w i t h  o n e 
c on s en t  f o r b i d  a l l  t o  h a ve  any  c on c e r n  i n .  So  tha t  i t 
wa s  one  and  the  s ame  Oa th  t h a t  bound  to  bo th , 
w h i c h  wa s  f o r b i d d e n  by  t h a t  C o u n c i l .  A n d  f o r 
w h a t  r e a s o n  yo u  s h o u l d  u s e  a  mu l t i p l y i n g  D i - 
s t i n c t i o n ,  I  c a n n o t  i m a g i n e .  W h e n  y o u  w i l l 
have  i t ,  t ha t  sub s c r i b ing  o r  swea r ing  t o  th e  Canons  i s 
one  th ing,  and  swea r ing  Obed i en c e  t o  th e  B i shop s  and 
M e t r o p o l i t a n s,  i s  a n o t h e r  t h i n g ,  yo u  m a ke  a  D i - 
s t i n c t i o n  w i t h o u t  a  D i f f e r e n c e .  I n  t h e  O a t h  t o 
the  Pope  in  the  Pon t i f i c a l ,  Obed i e n c e  t o  Hi s  Ho- 
l i n e s s  i s  t h e  t h i n g  s wo r n :  A n d  t h e  O r d e r s  a n d 
A p p o i n t m e n t s  o f  t h e  h o l y  Fa t h e r s ,  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n
 Y 3 with
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w i t h  t h e  Manda t e s  Apo s t o l i c a l  t h a t  s h o u l d  p r o c e e d 
f r om  t h e  Ho ly  S e e ,  a re  t h e  Ru l e s  o f  t h a t  Obed i - 
ence.

And  t ho ’ i n  t h e  Oa th  t h a t  i s  t a ken  by  t h e  B i - 
s hop s  t o  t h e  A rchb i s hop s  i n  t h e  Chu rch  o f  Eng - 
l a n d ,  t h e  Can on s  a r e  n o t  m e n t i o n ’d ,  ye t  t h ey,  a r e 
the Rules  of  the Obedience that  i s  swor n to them, 
w h i c h  i s  w h a t  I  a i m  a t .  A n d  t h e re f o re  I  t h i n k , 
accord ing  to  the  Rule  o f  P ropo r t i on ,  (which in  th i s 
c a s e  appea r s  to  me  a  con s ide r ab l e  Argument ,  no t 
e a s i l y  to  be  ove r th rown)  when  the  in f e r io r  C le r - 
gy swea r  to  y i e ld  t rue  and canoni ca l  Obed ience  to  the i r 
B i s h o p s ,  t h e  Canon s  mus t  p a s s  f o r  t he  Ru l e s  and 
Mea s u re s  o f  t h e  Obed i en c e  swo r n ,  ’T i s  now  l i - 
m i t ed  i nde ed  t o  t h i n g s  l aw f u l  a n d  h o n e s t ,  a nd  by 
being so l imited,  i t  shut s  out  Poper y:  And yet  th i s 
Oath was at f ir st founded on the Papacy, and design’d 
to  suppor t  i t :  And  i t  l e ave s  a  Door  s t i l l  open  to 
t o o  m a ny  r e m a i n i n g  D i s o rd e r s  a m o n g  u s .  U p o n 
the  whole,  tho ’ I  don’t  doubt  but  you would  have 
b e e n  g l a d  yo u  c o u l d  h ave  m a d e  i t  o u t ,  t h a t  my 
H i s t o r y  m i l i t a t e s  a g a i n s t  my  s e l f  i n  t h i s  ma t t e r ,  ye t 
yo u  h a ve  r e s e r v ’d  yo u r  p r o o f  o f  i t  t i l l  h e r e - 
after.

Bu t  you  f a r t h e r  t e l l  me,  I  h a v e  a l t e r ’d  t h e  s t a t e 
o f  t h e  Q u e s t i o n ,  a n d  g i v e n  q u i t e  a n o t h e r  t u r n  t o 
t h i n g s .  Yo u  h a d  a s  g o o d  h ave  s a i d  p l a i n l y,  yo u 
we r e  a t  a  l o s s  a b o u t  t h e  m a t t e r ,  f o r  i t  c o m e s 
m u c h  t o  o n e .  I  h a d  f r o m  M r .  B a x t e r ,  i n  m y 
Te n t h  C h a p t e r ,  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  C a n o n s  a s  t h e 
R u l e  a n d  M e a s u r e  o f  t h e  O b e d i e n c e  swo r n .  A 
s t a n d i n g  a n d  a  f i xe d  M e a s u re  n o t  t o  b e  va r y ’d , 
a s  f a r  a s  t he  th ing s  requ i red  cou ld  no t  be  p rov ’d 
a n y  o t h e r  t h a n  l a w f u l  a n d  h o n e s t .  A n d  I  h a ve 
a d d e d ,  t h a t  i t  w a s  h a r d  t o  s u p p o s e  t h a t  t h e 
Church  o f  Eng l and  Rep re s en t a t ive,  s hou ld  i n  he r 
C a n o n s  r e q u i r e ,  a ny  o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h a n  s u c h  a s 
we r e  l a w f u l  a n d  h o n e s t .  B y  t h i s  yo u  i n t i m a t e ,  I
  hop’d
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h o p ’d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  y o u  a s  p e r j u r ’d .  Yo u r  C a n d o r , 
g o o d  S i r !  G o d  k n ow s  m y  H e a r t ,  I  n e ve r  h a d 
s u c h  a  T h o u g h t .  N e i t h e r  i s  t h e  Ty d e  t u r n ’d .  I t 
r u n s  t h e  s a m e  way  a s  b e f o re .  O n l y  w h e n  I  wa s 
p a r t i cu l a r l y  open ing  my  own  Sen s e,  wh i ch  I  h ad 
not  done  be fore,  I  wa s  mak ing  you a l l  the  a l low- 
ance  you  cou ld  rea sonably  de s i re  in  the  ca se,  and 
which I  thought I  should my se l f  des i re,  i f  in  your 
c a s e :  And  f o r  my  p a i n s  you  t e l l  me,  I  c o n t r a d i c t 
my  s e l f,  a n d  am  i n c o h e r e n t ,  i n c o n s i s t e n t ,  a n d  imme - 
t h o d i c a l ,  a n d  I  k n ow  n o t  w h a t .  W h i l e ,  I  m u s t 
confe s s ,  I  hop ’d  my f r anknes s  would  have  had  an- 
other sort of return.

We l l ,  howeve r,  I  don ’t  w i s h  any  t h i ng  on  t h i s 
H e a d  u n s a i d .  I  s t a n d  t o  my  C o n c e s s i o n s ,  a n d 
you  have  f ree  l i be r ty  to  make  your  be s t  o f  them. 
I  d o u b t  yo u ’ l l  b e  h a m p e r ’d  e n o u g h  a f t e r  a l l . 
Thinking wi th  my se l f  what  I  should  des i re  might 
be  y ie lded  me,  had  I  be fore  I  had  du ly  cons ider ’d 
i t ,  t aken  th i s  Oath  o f  Canon i c a l  Obed i en c e ,  I  cou ld 
on l y  p i t ch  on  two  th ing s .  I  t hough t  I  cou ld  no t 
f a i r l y  de s i r t e  any  more,  than  tha t  i t  shou ld  be  a l - 
l ow ’d  me,  t h a t  my  Oa th  d i d  no t  s t r a i t l y,  a nd  i n 
the  s igh t  o f  God,  obl ige  me to  obey  such  Canons 
a s  upon f a r ther  Cons idera t ion I  could  not  hear t i ly 
a p p rove ,  t i l l  I  wa s  c a l l ’d  o n  by  t h e  B i s h o p ;  o r 
even  then  such  Canon s ,  my  obed i ence  to  wh i ch , 
t h o ’ i t  wa s  r e q u i r ’d  o f  m e ,  I  c o u l d  n o t ,  u p o n 
s t r i c t  s e a r c h ,  f i n d  t o  b e  l a w f u l  a n d  h o n e s t .  A n d 
a c co rd ing l y,  I  o f f e r ’d  you  the s e  Conce s s i on s  f o r, 
yo u r  r e l i e f .  A n d  yo u  t h r ow  t h e m  b a c k  i n  my 
F a c e  w i t h  d i s d a i n :  A n d  m a ke  a  wo f u l  p o t h e r , 
f o r  wan t  o f  a  p l a i n  D i s t i n c t i on  be tween  t he  r e a l 
o b l i g i n g  f o r c e  o f  a n  Oa t h  i n  t h e  s i g h t  o f  Go d ,  a nd 
the  i n t en t i on  . o f  Man to  b ind  u s  by  i t .  An Oath can 
never  rea l ly  obl ige  any Man to  a  th ing  tha t  i s  not 
l aw f u l  a n d  h on e s t .  And  ye t  I  hope  ’t i s  no  impo s - 
s i b l e  t h i n g ,  b u t  e i t h e r  yo u  o r  I  m ay  u n wa r i l y
 Y 4 take,
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t ake  an  Oa th ,  by  wh ich  we  may  in  gene r a l ,  b ind 
ou r  s e l ve s  t o  s u ch  Mea su re s ,  a s  s t r i c t l y  pu r sued , 
migh t  l e ad  u s  in to  wha t  i s  ne i the r  l aw fu l  no r  ho - 
nest.

To  s u p p o s e  o u r  O a t h  i n  a ny  s u c h  c a s e  t o  r e - 
t a in  a  b ind ing  fo rce,  i s  t o  imag ine  th a t  God  ob- 
l i g e s  u s  t o  w h a t  wo u l d  b e  a  s i n f u l  v i o l a t i o n  o f 
h i s  L a w ;  w h i c h  i s  a  g r o s s  A b s u r d i t y.  A  M a n 
n eve r  v i o l a t e s  a n  Oa t h ,  i n  r e f u s i n g  a n  un l aw fu l 
a nd  d i s hone s t  t h i n g .  He  may  b e  ch a r g ’d  w i t h  i t 
i n d e ed ,  bu t  ’t i s  g round l e s l y.  A  Man  c an ’t  d ive s t 
h i m s e l f  s o  f a r  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  o f  h i s  J u d g m e n t  o f 
D i s c r e t i o n ,  a s  n o t  t o  b e  a c c o u n t a b l e  t o  G o d ,  i f 
he  shou ld  ou t  o f  a  p re t ended  rega rd  to  an  Oa th , 
d o  a n  u n l aw f u l  a n d  d i s h o n e s t  t h i n g .  B u t  w h e re 
Men pre tend to  f ix  pa r t i cu l a r  Measure s  o f  Obedi- 
ence  fo r  o the r s ,  in  which  they  a re  to  b ind  them- 
s e l ve s  by  g e n e r a l  O a t h s ;  t h e r e  i t  i s  n o t  a n  u n - 
s u p p o r a b l e  c a s e ,  t h e r e  m ay,  u p o n  a  n a r row  i n - 
spec t ion ,  be  some  Pa r t i cu l a r s  found ,  tha t  a re  no t 
l aw f u l  a n d  h o n e s t ;  a s  t o  wh i ch ,  t ho ’ Man  i t  may 
b e ,  wo n ’t  m a ke  a l l owa n c e ,  ye t  G o d  w i l l .  T h i s 
C o n s i d e r a t i o n  s ave s  yo u  f ro m  P e r j u r y ,  S i r ,  t h o ’ 
n o t  f ro m  I m p r u d e n c e ,  i n  c o m i n g  u n d e r  a n  e n - 
snaring Bond.

I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  Canon i c a l  Oa t h ,  I  don ’t  l ay 
my  s t r e s s ,  w h e n  I  s a y,  yo u  a r e  n o t  c h a r g e a b l e 
w i th  v io l a t ing  i t ,  upon  your  s u f f e r i n g  t h e  P ena l t y , 
w h e n  y o u  b r e a k  a n y  p a r t i c u l a r  C a n o n s :  N o , 
n o ,  s u f f e r i n g  t h e  P e n a l t y  wo n ’t  f r e e  f r o m  t h e 
b i n d i n g  f o r c e  o f  a n  O a t h ,  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  w h i c h 
wa s  t o  ob l i g e  t o  Obed i ence :  Bu t  I  l ay  my  s t re s s 
h e r e ,  t h a t  n o  O a t h  c a n  o b l i g e  u s  t o  w h a t  we 
a re  conv i n c ed  i s  no t  l aw f u l  a n d  h o n e s t .  And  t h i s 
h a s  been  my  s en s e,  a s  t o  th i s  Oa th  in  p a r t i cu l a r, 
ever since I have consider’d it.
  I can-
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I  c a n n o t  f ro m  h e n c e  s e e  t h e  l e a s t  o c c a s i o n  I 
h ave  t o  r e c a l l  t h a t  p a r t  my  Te n t h  C h a p t e r ,  w h e re 
t h i s  Oa t h  i s  c on s i d e re d :  No r  c a n  I  d i s c e r n  t h a t 
I  have  a t  a l l  con t r ad i c t ed  my A l lowance s ,  though 
y o u  a r e  p l e a s ’d  t o  c h a r g e  m e  w i t h  i t .  Yo u 
n e e d  s e a r c h  f o r  n o  M y s t e r y  i n  t h e  m a t t e r ,  f o r 
t h e  t h i ng  i s  p l a i n ,  i f  you  a re  bu t  w i l l i n g  t o  s e e 
i t ;  w i t h o u t  b l i n d i n g  yo u r  s e l f  w i t h  a  F a n c y, 
t h a t  T h a t  w i l l  p r e j u d i c e  P e o p l e  a g a i n s t  y o u r  M i - 
n i s t r y ,  w h i c h  wa s  d e s i g n ’d  t o  c o nv i n c e  yo u ,  o f 
a n  U n wa r i n e s s ,  w h i c h  i s  a  t h o u s a n d  f o l d  m o re 
s a f e l y  own ’d  th an  j u s t i f y ’d .  Wha t  f o l l ows  I  t h ink 
will clear the matter.

T h o ’ ,  h a d  I  t a ke n  t h e  C a n o n i c a l  O a t h ,  a s  yo u 
h ave  d o n e ,  I  s h o u l d  n o t  t h i n k  my  s e l f  b o u n d 
i n  C o n s c i e n c e  t o  c o m p l y  w i t h  s e ve r a l  o f  t h e 
C a n o n s  t h a t  a r e  e x c e p t i o n a b l e ,  t i l l  I  wa s  c a l l ’d 
u p o n  b y  t h e  B i s h o p  y e t  s t i l l  I  t h i n k  I  h a v e 
g o o d  r e a s o n ,  w h i l e  I  a m  f r e e ,  t o  b e  l o t h  t o 
b i n d  my  s e l f  b y  a n  O a t h  t o  t h e  c o n s t a n t  u s e 
eve n  o f  s u c h  a  t h i n g  a s  t h e  S u r p l i c e ,  w h e n  t h e 
B i s hop  s hou l d  c a l l  u pon  me  t o  i t .  A n d  ye t  yo u 
i n j u r e  m e ,  w h e n  y o u  i n t i m a t e ,  I  w o u l d  h a v e 
People  th ink, that  i f  you have omit ted the Surpl i c e,  you 
h a v e  b r o k e n  a n  O a t h .  N o,  S i r ,  i f  yo u  r e a l l y  d i s - 
l i ke  i t ,  I  b l ame  you  no t ,  t ho ’ you  do  omi t  i t ,  i f 
t h e  B i s h o p  n eve r  c a l l ’d  u p o n  yo u  t o  o b ey  t h e 
C a n o n :  B u t  i f  h e  s h o u l d ,  I  m u s t  l e a ve  yo u  t o 
s h i f t  f o r  yo u r  s e l f .  H e r e  i s  n o  P e s t i l e n c e  f l y i n g 
i n  t h e  d a r k ;  I  r a the r  su spec t  a  f i t  o f  the  Vapour s , 
when this dropt from you.

A g a i n ,  T h o u g h  I  ow n  yo u r  O a t h  c a n ’t  i n  t h e 
S i gh t  o f  God  ob l i g e  you ,  t o  wha t  you  a re  c on - 
v i n c e d  i s  n o t  L aw f u l  a n d  H o n e s t ,  y e t  I  m u s t 
own  t h a t  i n  t a k i n g  t h a t  Oa th ,  I  t h i nk  you  h ave 
m a d e  s u c h  a  g e n e r a l  P r o m i s e ,  a s  i f  i t  s h o u l d  b e 
k e p t ,  i n  a l l  t h e  p a r t i cu l a r  Canon s  i n  wh i ch  you r 
B i s h o p  h a s  Powe r  t o  u r g e  i t  u p o n  yo u ,  w o u l d
  draw
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d raw  you  i n t o  S i n .  You  a re  l i a b l e  t o  be  c i t ed  i n - 
t o  t h e  E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  C o u r t s ,  a n d  p u n i s h e d  f o r 
d i s ob ey i n g  a ny  Canon ,  a f t e r  b e i n g  c a l l e d  on  by 
t h e  B i s h o p :  A n d  ye t  I ’ l l  ow n ,  b e f o r e  G o d  a n d 
you r  own  Con s c i en c e,  yo u  a r e  n o t  o b l i g e d ,  u n l e s s 
you  s e e  t h e  Th ing s  t o  b e  Law fu l .  Th i s  i s  s o  o bv i ou s , 
t h a t  I  c anno t  bu t  wonde r  you  d i d  no t  t a ke  No- 
t i c e  o f  i t .  O n c e  m o re  I  a g r e e ,  t h a t  s u p p o s i n g , 
w h e n  y o u  a r e  c a l l e d  u p o n  t o  d o  t h i n g s  u n l a w f u l  o r 
d i s h on e s t ,  y ou  qu i t  y ou r  L i v i n g s  r a t h e r  t h an  c omp ly, 
y o u  a r e  n o t  j u s t l y  c h a r g e a b l e  w i t h  v i o l a t i n g  y o u r 
Oa t h s .  Ye t  I  t h i nk  i n  s u ch  a  Ca s e,  you ’d  r u n  t h e 
Haza rd  o f  b e in g  c ha r g ed  w i th  a  B r ea c h  o f  you r  Oa th , 
b y  yo u r  S u p e r i o r s ,  w h o  t h o u g h t  t h ey  h a d  yo u 
f a s t  and  su re :  And even  th i s  g r a t e s  upon a  t ender 
spir ited Man, that he should be charged with break- 
i n g  a n  O a t h ,  w h i c h  h e  c a n n o t  s a f e l y  ke e p ;  a n d 
wh i ch  he  mu s t  renounce  a s  i t  i s  p re s s ’d  h a rd  on 
h im,  be fore  be  can have Peace.  I  know of  no Am- 
b i g u i t y  i n  t h i s  M a t t e r  a t .  a l l ,  o r  t h e  l e a s t  A p - 
pe a r ance,  o f  Con t r a r i e t y,  t o  one  th a t  i s  f re e  and 
w i l l i n g  t o  u n d e r s t a n d .  F o r  t h o u g h  yo u r  O a t h 
r e a l l y  b i n d s  yo u  t o  n o t h i n g  bu t  w h a t  i s  L a w f u l 
and  Hone s t ,  ye t  shou ld  the  t ime  eve r  come  when 
t h e  B i s h o p  o f  yo u r  D i o c e s s ,  s h o u l d  u r g e  a  C a - 
n o n  u p o n  yo u  by  ve r t u e  o f  yo u r  O a t h ,  w h i c h 
r e q u i r e d  w h a t  yo u  wa s  c o nv i n c e d  wa s  u n l aw f u l 
a n d  d i s h o n e s t ,  I  d o n ’t  m u c h  Q u e s t i o n ,  b u t  i t 
wou l d  g r a t e  upon  you  i f  you  t h e reupon  qu i t t e d 
yo u r  L iv i n g ,  t o  b e  c h a r g e d  w i t h  t h e  B re a c h  o f 
yo u r  O a t h :  A n d  t h o u g h  yo u r  C o n s c i e n c e  m i g h t 
be  s a t i s f i ed ,  you ’d  be  ap t  to  th ink  tha t  an  unhap- 
py  R e f l e c t i o n ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  yo u  m i g h t  a l s o  b e 
t roubl ed ,  t h a t  you  shou ld  have  expo sed  your  s e l f 
t o  s u ch  a  Ha rd s h i p  by  t a k i n g  s u c h  a n  Oa t h .  A t 
l e a s t  I  c an  s a f e l y  s ay  i t  wou l d  b e  t hu s  w i t h  me, 
in such a Case. 
  I’m
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I ’m  s o r r y  you  s hou l d  s o  s t r a n g e l y  m i s t a ke  me 
i n  t h i s  C a s e .  I  n e ve r  d e s i r e d  t o  d i s t u r b  yo u r 
R e s t .  I  p u t  yo u  n o t  u p o n  D i s p u t i n g ;  b u t  yo u 
a r e  f o n d  o f  i t ;  a n d  h ow  c a n  I  h e l p  i t ?  I  a m 
o n l y  s o r r y  yo u  s h o u l d  d i s p u t e  s o  e a g e r l y ;  a n d 
upon such a  Bot tom as  tends  to  obs t r uc t  tha t  Re- 
f o r m a t i o n ,  o f  w h i c h  I  ye t  k n ow  yo u  a r e  r e a l l y 
desirous.

We l l  b u t  i t  s e e m s  t o  a l l  my  o t h e r  C r i m e s ,  I 
h ave  added  th a t  o f  Heed l e s s n e s s .  My way  o f  Wr i t - 
i n g  i s  b e e d l e s s  a t  l e a s t .  I ’ m  s o r r y  f o r  i t .  B u t  a l l 
I  c an  s ay  i s ,  when  I  s ee  my  Fau l t s ,  I ’ l l  heed fu l l y 
c o r r e c t  t h e m .  B u t  o n  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  w h e n  a 
M a n  d e s i r e s  t o  s py  F a u l t s ,  h e  c o m m o n l y  l o o k s 
t h rough  a  mu l t i p l y i ng  G l a s s ;  a nd  i s  a p t  t o  swe l l 
a n d  m a g n i f y  t h e m ,  b eyo n d  a l l  b o u n d s .  I  t h i n k 
v e r i l y  n o  M a n ,  t h a t  h a s  w r i t t e n  t h e s e  m a n y 
Yea r s ,  h ad  more  need  to  be  heed fu l  t h an  I ,  who 
h a v e  s o  m a n y  l y i n g  u p o n  t h e  c a t c h  f o r  m e : 
And I expect little Mercy from them.

H i t h e r t o  h o w e v e r ,  I  h a v e  c o m e  o f f  p r e t t y 
w e l l :  A n d  p o s s i b l y  m a y  b e  a b l e  t o  h o l d  o u t 
l o n g e r  t h a n  i s  t h o u g h t  f o r ,  i n  D e f e n c e  o f  a 
C a u s e ,  w h i c h  a p p e a r s  t o  m e  t h e  m o r e  j u s t i f i - 
a b l e ,  t h e  mo re  I  s t udy  i t .  Bu t  wha t  i s  t h e  g re a t 
I n s t a n c e  o f  my  H e e d l e s s n e s s ?  W hy  t h a t  I  m a k e 
th i s  Oa th  a  Caus e  o f  t h e  Noncon f o rm i ty  o f  t h e  E j e c t - 
e d  M i n i s t e r s,  w h i c h  n o t  o n e  o f  t h e m  t h o u g h t  o f  i n 
m a ny  Ye a r s  a f t e r .  B u t  s u r e  yo u  f o r g e t  yo u r  s e l f 
s t r a n g e l y.  I  n o t  o n l y  u n d e r t a k e  i n  m y  Te n t h 
Chap t e r,  t o  s hew upon  wha t  Ground s  t he  E j e c t - 
e d  M i n i s t e r s  b e c a m e  N o n c o n f o r m i s t s ;  b u t  w h a t 
P l e a s  t h ey  u s ed  t o  v i nd i c a t e  t h e i r  P r a c t i s e .  And 
t h i s  h av i ng  b e en  a  P l e a  made  u s e  o f  by  t h em ,  a 
P l e a  o n  w h i c h  s o m e  l a i d  g r e a t  S t r e s t ,  i t  h a d 
b e e n  f o o l i s h  i n  m e  t o  o m i t  i t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n 
I  my  s e l f  l o o k  u p o n  i t  ve r y  s t ro n g  a n d  c og e n t . 
Mr.  Bax t e r  i n d e ed  u r g ed  i t  t h e  mo s t  s t r e nu o u s -
  ly.
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l y.  A n d  w o u l d  a  w o r t h y  P e r s o n  ( y e t  l i v i n g ) 
a l l ow  m e ,  I  c o u l d  g i ve  s a m e  A c c o u n t  h ow  h e 
c ame  to  u r ge  i t  s o  wa r m ly  i n  t h e  Book  re f e r red 
t o.  Bu t  t h e  a t t emp t i n g  t o  r e conc i l e  h i s  Non c o n - 
f o r m i t y  s t a t e d ,  w i t h  h i s  Di r e c t o r y ,  i s  mee r  d ive r t - 
i n g  f ro m  t h e  A r g u m e n t ,  i n  w h i c h  I  wo n ’t  p u r - 
s u e  you .  L e t  who  w i l l  u r g e  i t ,  I  t h i nk  t h e  P l e a 
taken from this Oath strong.

A s  f o r  t h e  Canon s  b e i n g  con f i r med  by  Pa r l i a - 
ment ,  which  you p lead  fo r  f rom 25  Hen .  8 .  c .  19 . 
You  mus t  g ive  me  s t i l l  l e ave  t o  d i f f e r  f rom you . 
And  rep re s en t  my  Rea son  a s  s t r a n g e  a s  you  w i l l , 
w i t h  m e  ’t i s  s t r o n g .  Fo r  i t  a  S t a t u t e  o f  H e n r y 
t h e  E i g h t ,  c o n f i r m s  t h e  C a n o n s  o f  16 0 3 .  u p o n 
b e i ng  r a t i f i e d  by  t h e  K ing ,  t h an  t h e  a f t e r  Con- 
sent  o f  Par l i ament ,  to  ra t i fy  such Canons  i s  need- 
l e s s .  Whe re a s  ou r  b e s t  L awye r s  g ene r a l l y  a s s e r t , 
t h a t  C a n o n s  o u g h t  t o  b e  c o n f i r m e d  by  Pa r l i a - 
men t  a f t e r  t h ey  a re  made,  b e f o re  t h ey  h ave  a ny 
Fo rce  upon  the  Sub j e c t :  And  i f  you  Con su l t  t h e 
J o u r n a l s  o f  t h e  Hou s e  o f  Common s ,  t h a t  s a t e  when 
t h e  C a n o n s  we r e  m a d e ,  ( w h i c h  I  h ave  h a d  t h e 
f avou r  o f  p e r u s i ng )  you ’ l l  f i nd  the  Ma t t e r  abun- 
d an t l y  c l e a r ’d .  To  h e l p  my  Re a s on  i n  t h e  Ca s e , 
I  h ave  re ad  a g a i n  and  a g a i n ,  a nd  I  mu s t  con f e s s 
a m  s o  d u l l ,  a s  t h a t  I  c a n n o t  f i n d ,  t h a t  w h e n  i t 
i s  dec l a red ,  t ha t  t h e  Convo c a t i on  sha l l  no t  ena c t  any 
C o n s t i t u t i o n s  o r  O r d i n a n c e s  w i t h o u t 

t h e  K i n g ’ s  A s s e n t ;  i t  n e c e s s a r i l y 
f o l l o w s ,  t h a t  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n s  o r 
O r d i n a n c e s  t h a t  h a v e  t h e  K i n g ’ s 
Assent, are allowed or confirmed.

To  B i s h o p  S t i l l i n g f l e e t  I  i n  t h i s  C a s e  o p p o s e 
t h a t  g r e a t  L a w y e r  S e r j e a n t  M a y n a r d ,  w h o 
i n  a  S p e e c h  i n  t h e  H o u s e  o f  L o r d s  c o n - 
c e r n ing  the  Canon s  d e c l a red ,  t h a t  t h a t  C l au s e  i n
  25 H.
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2 5  H .  8 .  c .  1 9 .  t h a t  t h e  C l e r g y 
s h a l l  n o t  m a k e  C a n o n s  w i t h o u t  t h e 
K i n g s  l e a v e ,  d i d  n o t  i m p l y  t h a t 
b y  t h e  K i n g ’s  l e a v e  a l o n e  t h e y 
m i g h t  m a k e  t h e m ,  w i t h o u t  t h e 
C o n t e n t  o f  t h e  C o m m o n s  i n  Pa r - 
l i a m e n t .  A n d  t o  K i n g  J a m e s ’ s 
L e t t e r s  P a t e n t s  t h a t  c o n f i r m e d 
t h e  C a n o n s  o f  1 6 0 3 .  I  d e s i r e 
yo u  w i l l  a d d  t h e  C o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  a n  A d d r e s s 
o f  the  House  o f  Commons  to  th a t  K ing  in  16 04 . 
i n  w h i c h  t h e r e  i s  t h i s  P a s s a g e .  Yo u r  M a j e s t y 
s h o u l d  b e  m i s i n f o r m e d ,  i f  a ny  M a n  s h o u l d  d e l i v e r, 
t h a t  t h e  K i n g s  o f  E n g l a n d  h a v e  a n  a b s o l u t e  P o w - 
e r  i n  t h ems e l ve s,  e i t h e r  t o  a l t e r  Re l i g i on ,  (wh i c h  God 
defend, should be in the Power of  any mor tal  Man what- 
s o e v e r )  o r  t o  m a k e  a ny  L a w s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  s a m e , 
o the rwise  than as  in t empora l  Causes  by the  Consent  o f 
P a r l i a m e n t .  We  m a y  f r o m  h e n c e  n a t u r a l l y  b e 
l e d  t o  a p p r e h e n d ,  t h a t  t h o u g h  K i n g  J a m e s  h a d 
L a w ye r s  t o  t e l l  h i m  w h a t  w a s  L a w,  y e t  t h e y 
were  ready  to  pu t  the i r  Repre sen t a t ion s  in to  tha t 
D re s s ,  w h i c h  t h ey  a p p r e h e n d e d  wo u l d  b e  m o s t 
p l e a s i n g  t o  h im ,  a nd  mo s t  f o r  t h e  Advanc emen t 
of the Prerogative.

That the Oath o f  Abjurat ion  i s  Para l le l  to the Oath 
o f  Canon i c a l  Obed i en c e ,  I  th ink  I  have  su f f i c i en t l y 
d i s p rove d .  I  a m  by  t h a t  O a t h  h e a r t i l y  t o  c o n t r i - 
bu t e  i n  my  Sphe r e  t o  t h e  De f en c e  and  Suppo r t  o f  t h e 
Qu e e n s  P e r s o n ,  C r own  a n d  D i g n i t y,  u n d e r  t h e  D i - 
r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  L a w  o f  t h e  L a n d .  Yo u  a d d ,  t h a t  i n 
l ike  manner  you by  the  Oath  we  a re  upon,  hea r t i - 
ly  own  t h e  Au t h o r i t y  a n d  J u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  B i s h o p 
o f  t h e  D i o c e s s,  und e r  t h e  D i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Canon s  o f 
t h e  C h u r c h .  Ve r y  we l l :  B u t  i n  t h e  f o r m e r  C a s e , 
I  a m  b o u n d  o n l y  t o  o b ey  t h o s e  L aw s ,  a s  r e a l l y 
c o n t r i bu t e  t o  t h e  D e f e n c e  a n d  S u p p o r t  o f  t h e
  Per- 

B i s h o p  B u r k e t  s a y s .  T h e 
Book of  Canons was  ra t i f ied 
o n l y  by  t h e  R e g a l  A u t h o - 
r i ty.  Re f l ec t ions  on  a  Book 
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  R i g h t s  o f 
a n  E n g l i s h  C o n v o c a t i o n ; 
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Pe r s o n ,  C row n ,  a n d  D i g n i t y  o f  my  Q u e e n :  I n 
t h e  l a t t e r ,  y o u  a r e  b o u n d  t o  t a k e  D i r e c t i o n 
f ro m  yo u r  B i s h o p,  n o t  o n l y  a s  t o  C a n o n s  t h a t 
r e a l l y  t e n d  t o  s u p p o r t  h i s  A u t h o r i t y  a n d  Ju r i s - 
d i c t i on ,  bu t  a s  t o  Canon s  t h a t  re l a t e  t o  t h e  m i - 
n u t e s t  M a t t e r s ;  n a y  e ve n  t h o s e  m o s t  l i a b l e  t o 
E x c e p t i o n ,  A n d  t h o u g h  i t ’s  t r u e  yo u  m ay  A n - 
swe r  i t  t o  G o d  i n  p o i n t  o f  C o n s c i e n c e ,  i f  yo u 
r e f u s e  t o  o b e y  w h e n  yo u  a r e  p u t  u p o n  t h i n g s 
yo u  a r e  n o t  s a t i s f i e d  a r e  L a w f u l  a n d  H o n e s t ; 
ye t  you  a re  l i ab l e  to  the  Law i f  you  re fu s e  Obe- 
d i e n c e  w h e n  c a l l e d  u p o n ,  i n  a n y  t h i n g  w h i c h 
t h e  C a n o n s  h a ve  a l r e a d y  d e t e r m i n e d .  T h i s  a - 
l o n e ,  we r e  t h e r e  n o  m o re ,  i s  w i t h  m e  a  m i g h - 
t y  d i f f e r e n c e .  T h o u g h  yo u  a s s e r t  t h e  c o n t r a r y, 
ye t  you  mus t  g ive  me  l e ave  to  s ay  i t  a g a in ,  who - 
e v e r  b r e a k s  a ny  Can on ,  when  by  h i s  B i s hop  he  i s 
c a l l e d  u p o n  t o  ke e p  i t ,  t h o u g h  i n  t h e  m o s t  t r i - 
f l i n g  m a t t e r,  w i l l  a c c o r d i n g  t o  L aw,  b e  c h a r g e a - 
b l e  w i t h  v i o l a t i n g  h i s  Ob ed i e n c e ,  wha t eve r  he  i s  i n 
t h e  S i g h t  o f  G o d .  N o r  d o  I  a p p r e h e n d  t h a t  a - 
ny  B i s h o p  o r  C iv i l i a n  i n  E n g l a n d ,  w i l l  s ay  a ny 
t h i n g  t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y.  A n d  yo u  m ay  m a ke  A b - 
s u rd i t i e s  a t  a ny  t ime  i n  a bundance  a t  p l e a s u re  a t 
t h e  s ame  r a t e ,  a s  you  make  me  gu i l t y  o f  Ab s u r - 
d i e s  u p o n  t h i s  H e a d ;  t h o u g h  t h e  b e s t  o f  i t  i s , 
t h a t  yo u  p r ove  n o t h i n g  b u t  t h a t  yo u r  E a g e r - 
n e s s  d r aw s  yo u  i n t o  o n e  M i s t a ke  a f t e r  a n o t h e r . 
Yo u  t e l l  m e ,  ’t i s  t e d i o u s  t o  s a y  t h e  s a m e  T h i n g s 
o v e r  a g a i n :  F o r  m y  p a r t ,  I  o n l y  w o n d e r  y o u 
han’t found it sooner.

B u t  g o o d  S i r ,  i s  t h e r e  n o  e n d  o f  yo u r  M i - 
s t a k e s ?  D i d  I  e v e r  g i v e  i t  a s  m y  S e n s e ,  t h a t 
you  we re  ob l i g ed  t o  ob ey  a l l  t h e  Canon s ,  whe - 
t h e r  C o m m a n d e d  o r  n o ?  I  n e v e r  s o  m u c h  a s 
t h o u g h t  i t :  N o r  I  b e l i e ve  M r .  B a x t e r  n e i t h e r . 
I f  I  n eve r  s a i d  i t ,  how  do  I  now  con t r a d i c t  my 
s e l f ?  I f  I  d i d  no t  s o  d i s t i n c t l y  e xp re s s  you r  b e -
  ing
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i n g  c a l l e d  u p o n  i n  t h e  Te n t h  C h a p t e r ,  a s  yo u 
wou ld  have  de s i red ,  I  shou ld  have  thought  i t  had 
requ i red  bu t  a  sma l l  Deg ree  o f  Candour,  to  sup- 
po s e  i t  unde r s t ood ,  when  I  s o  d i s t i n c t l y  exp re s - 
sed i t  in my Defence.  And as  fond as  you represent 
m e  o f  h e a p i n g  o n e  A b s u r d i t y  u p o n  a n o t h e r ,  I 
s hou ld  mos t  he a r t i l y  re jo i c e,  i f  you  cou ld  p rove,  
t h a t  a s  t o  C h u r c h - G ove r n m e n t  a n d  D i s c i p l i n e , 
t h e  P o p i s h  F o u n d a t i o n  wa s  e v i d e n t l y  r a s e d  a n d  d e - 
s t r oyed  by the  Engl i sh Cons t i tu t i on,  and no t  the  Con- 
stitution built upon it.

B u t  a s  t o  t h e  L i m i t a t i o n  i n  yo u r  O a t h ,  t o 
t h i n g s  L a w f u l  a n d  H o n e s t ,  I  e n t i r e l y  s t a n d  t o 
w h a t  I  h a v e  s a i d .  Yo u  o b j e c t e d ,  I  m a d e  t h a t 
L i m i t a t i o n  n e e d l e s s .  To  t h i s  I  g ave  yo u  a  t wo - 
f o l d  A n swe r  a c c o rd i n g  t o  t wo  d i f f e r e n t  V i ew s : 
And  a s  f o rwa rd  a s  you  a re  i n  o the r  Ca s e s  t o  d i - 
s t ingu i sh  wi thout  a  Di f f e rence,  ye t  he re  you  can- 
no t  s e e  a  Di f f e r e n c e  w i t hou t  s uppo s i ng  a  Con t r a - 
d i c t i o n ;  a n d  t h e n  c a l l i n g  i t  i n  yo u r  m o s t  o b l i g - 
i n  m a n n e r ,  m y  u s u a l  C u s t o m .  W h e r e a s  i f  yo u 
cou ld  bu t  l ay  a s i de  P re jud i ce,  t he  Th ing  i s  p l a in 
e n o u g h .  T h e  L i m i t a t i o n  e i t h e r  r e f e r s  t o  f u - 
t u r e  C o m m a n d s ,  by  w h i c h  t h e  O b e d i e n c e  swo r n 
m a y  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  b e  r e g u l a t e d :  O r  t o  C a - 
n on s  a l re ady  in  f o rce,  a g a in s t  wh i ch  the re  i s  j u s t 
Ob jec t ion ;  Some  have  though t  i t  wa s  to  be  con- 
f i n e d  t o  f u t u r e  C o m m a n d s :  T h a t  i s  t o  s a y,  t h a t 
such  a s  took  the  Oath ,  obl ig ’d  themse lve s ,  in  any 
pa r t i cu l a r s  no t  men t ioned  in  the  Canons  to  obey 
t h e  B i s hop,  p rov i d ed  i t  we re  Law f u l  a n d  Hon e s t : 
Bu t  t h a t  a s  f o r  t h e  Canon s ,  t h a t  h ad  b een  made 
s i n c e  t h e  R e f o r m a t i o n ,  t h ey  we re  i n  c o u r s e  t o 
b e  c o m p l i e d  w i t h ,  by  s u c h  a s  f e l l  i n  w i t h  t h e 
Constitution.

I  d o n ’t  t h i s  way  m a k e  t h e  O a t h  c o n s i s t  o f  t w o 
Pa r t s ;  t o  o b e y  t h e  Canon s  a l r e a dy  mad e  w i t h ou t  any 
L im i t a t i o n ;  a n d  t o  o b e y  f u t u r e  C ommand s  w i t h  t h e
  Limita-

p. 277.

278.
279.

280.



336[354] A Letter to Mr. Ollyffe Part III.

L i m i t a t i o n  o f  L a w f u l  a n d  H o n e s t :  B u t  I  f a l l  i n 
w i t h  yo u .  T h a t  t h e  L i m i t a t i o n  d o e s  b e l o n g  t o  a l l 
the  Obed i en ce  tha t  i s  swor n by the  Oath:  Only I  take 
i t  f o r  g r an t ed ,  t h a t  t he  Canon s  o f  t he  Re fo r med 
C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d ,  a r e  s u c h  a s  a  M a n  m ay  s u p - 
p o s e  c o m p r e h e n d e d  w i t h i n  t h e  L i m i t a t i o n  o f 
T h i n g s  L aw f u l  a n d  H o n e s t .  A n d  I  t h i n k  ve r i l y 
I  s hou ld  h ave  l i t t l e  he a r t  t o  de f end  the  Church , 
wh i l e  I  f ound  re a son  to  rep re s en t  t h a t  a s  an  un- 
rea sonable  Conces s ion ;  which i s  one  o f  the  g rea t- 
est Reflections upon the Church imaginable.

Howeve r,  t h i s  f i r s t  An swe r  I  f e a r ’d  m igh t  b e a r 
too hard  on you,  and there fore  for  your  s ake,  and 
not for  my own, I  found out another,  which makes 
t h e  Ma t t e r  t h e  f r e e r  o f  D i f f i c u l t y  on  you r  s i d e . 
’T i s  t h i s ;  t h a t  t h e  L im i t a t i on  o f  Law f u l  a nd  Ho- 
n e s t  i n  t h e  O a t h ,  r e f e r s  t o  C a n o n s  a l r e a d y  i n 
f o r c e ,  aga in s t  which there  i s  ju s t  Objec t ion ;  which 
i t  wa s  d e s i gned  t o  e x c l ude.  And  s o  I  ve r i l y  b e - 
l i e ve  i t  wa s  d e s i g n e d  t o  S a t i s f y  Pe r s o n s  a t  t h e 
f i r s t ,  t h a t  i t  wa s  n o t  i n t e n d e d  by  t h i s  O a t h  t o 
b i n d  t h e i r  C o n s c i e n c e s  t o  a l l  t h e  Pa r t s  o f  t h e 
C a n o n  L a w ,  o r  a n y  p a r t  o f  i t  t h a t  wa s  s i n f u l : 
A n d  t h e  s a m e  w a y  s i n c e  e v e n  t h e  R e f o r m e d 
Chu r c h  o f  En g l a n d  h a s  many  Canon s  a nd  s ome  o f 
t h e m  e x c e p t i o n a b l e ,  i t  m ay  n ow  b e  u s e d  a s  a 
s a l v o  t o  C o n s c i e n c e .  A n d  b y  y i e l d i n g  t h i s ,  I 
think I bid fair for obliging you.

Bu t  when  I  by  th i s  L imi t a t i on  rep re s en t  Pop i s h 
Canon s  a s  exc luded  f rom be ing  b ind ing ,  you  t e l l 
me I  forge t ,  tha t  t h e  Suppo s i t i on  in  th e  Ac t ,  o f  not 
b e i n g  con t r a r y  t o  t h e  L aw s  a nd  S t a t u t e s  o f  t h i s 
R e a l m ,  p r e c l u d e s  s u c h  A n t i e n t  C a n o n s  a s  a r e  u n - 
l a w f u l  a n d  d i s h o n e s t .  B u t  I  d o u b t ,  n o t  a l l  o f 
t h e m .  I  d u r s t  u n d e r t a ke  t o  s e l e c t  m a ny  R u l e s 
i n  t h e  C a n o n  L a w,  t h a t  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  c o n - 
t r a r y  t o  t h e  S t a t u t e s  o f  t h i s  R e a l m ,  t h a t  s u c h 
a  Man  a s  you  wou l d  h a rd l y  t h i n k  i t  Law f u l  a n d
  Honest
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Hon e s t  t o  c omp l y  w i t h .  A s  f o r  t h e  s t o r y  o f  B i - 
i shop  Ba r l ow ,  wh ich  I  b r ing  f rom Mr.  Sheph e rd ,  I 
f i nd  i t  doe s  no t  a f f e c t  you  a s  I  apprehended ,  be- 
cau se  you  were  no t  in  the  Dioce s s  t i l l  h i s  Dea th : 
Bu t  I  p re t e nd  t o  g e t  mo re  by  i t  t h a n  t h i s ,  t h a t 
a  Good  Man  on c e  s p ak e  ha s t i ly  and  unadv i s e d ly  w i t h 
i n s  L i p s :  I  t h i n k  I  m a y  f r o m  i t  g a t h e r  t h u s 
m u c h  a t  l e a s t ,  t h a t  b y  t a k i n g  t h i s  O a t h ,  yo u 
g i v e  A d v a n t a g e  f o r  p r e s s i n g  yo u  m a n y  t i m e s 
a g a i n s t  you r  Con s c i enc e ;  a nd  r un  t h e  Haz a rd  o f 
b e i n g  c h a r g e d  w i t h  Pe r j u r y  b y  M a n  f o r  N o n - 
c o m p l i a n c e ,  e ve n  t h o u g h  yo u  m ay  b e  a b l e  t o 
c l e a r  yo u r  s e l f  i n  t h e  S i g h t  o f  G o d .  A n d  t h i s  I 
think verily is a Hardship not to be boasted of.

A s  t o  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  Canon s  re f e r red  t o,  many 
Wo r d s  a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r y.  Yo u  c h a r g e  m e  w i t h 
my Re f l e c t i on s  on  you ;  bu t  you  have  f a r  ou t -done 
m e.  I f  t h e re  b e  s u c h  C a n o n s  m a d e  by  t h e  P ro - 
t e s t a n t  C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d ,  a s  a r e  u n l aw f u l  a n d 
d i s h o n e s t ,  I  c a n n o t  s e e  w hy  I  m i g h t  n o t  wa r - 
r an t ab l y  t ake  no t i c e  o f  i t .  ’T i s  no t  I  t h a t  t h e re - 
by expos e  you  t o  the  Di s s en t e r s ,  ’t i s  you tha t  expose 
your se l f  by seeking to pa l l ia te them; On the other 
Hand, if you do neglec t  such Canons, as you know your 
Diocesan intends to obl ige you str i c t ly to obser ve ,  (which 
whether you do or no,  be i t  with your se l f )  I  leave 
yo u  t o  h i m ,  t o  g i ve  yo u  a  N a m e :  I  g i ve  yo u 
none.  I f  he  ag ree s ,  tha t  the  excommunica t ing  Ca- 
nons don’t  concer n you, I  am contented.  Or i f  you 
w i l l  when  c a l l e d  on ,  e x commun i c a t e  t h e  Dep ra - 
v e r s  o f  t h e  L i t u r g y ,  A r t i c l e s ,  & c .  I  c a n n o t  h e l p 
i t .  You  mu s t  an swe r  f o r  i t  t o  God .  I  a g re e  w i th 
you ,  s om e  Can o n s  a r e  b e t t e r  t h a n  o t h e r s :  A n d  ye t 
many  o f  t h em a re  s o  b ad ,  t h a t  I  s hou l d  b e  ve r y 
unea s y  t o  t ake  an  Oa th ,  by  wh i ch  I  s hou ld  che - 
r i s h  i n  a ny  Man  a n  Op i n i on ,  t h a t  i t  wa s  i n  h i s 
Powe r  t o  o b l i g e  m e  t o  C o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e m . 
I f  you  had  no t  s een  the  B i shop  o f  London ’s  Ep i s -
 Z copalia,
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c o p a l i a ,  I  shou ld  th ink  you  migh t  have  g iven  i t  a 
l ook ,  when  I  re f e r red  to  i t  i n  the  Ca s e,  w i thou t 
p r e t e n d i n g  t o  e x p l a i n  h i s  m e a n i n g  u n s i g h t  a n d 
unseen, which is a peculiar way of answering.

I f  yo u  w i l l  r e j e c t  s u c h  a s  r e f u s e  t o  k n e e l  a t  t h e 
L o r d ’s  S u p p e r ,  b e  i t  w i t h  yo u r  s e l f .  I f  yo u  a r e 
n o t  o b l i g e d  t o  e x h i b i t  t h e  N a m e s  o f  N o n - c o m mu - 
n i c an t s  t o  t h e  B i shop ,  I  am s a t i s f i ed  yon  shou ld  be 
a t  L i b e r t y.  A n d  i f  yo u  w i l l  v i n d i c a t e  t h e  C a - 
n o n  f o r  k e e p i n g  o f f  S t r a n g e r s  f r o m  b e i n g  C o m mu - 
n i c an t s ,  wha t  i s  i t  t o  me?  Bap t i ze  a l l  t h e  Ch i l d r e n 
i n  y o u r  P a r i s h ,  i f  yo u  t h i n k  g o o d .  We a r  yo u r 
Su r p l i c e  i f  you  p l e a s e  no t  on ly  in  Div ine  Se r v i ce, 
b u t  u p o n  a l l  o t h e r  O c c a s i o n s .  B u t  t h e n  b e  s o 
Candid ,  a s  to  suppose  tha t  your  Brethren,  tha t  a re 
n o t  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  s u c h  t h i n g s  a s  t h e s e ,  m ay  a t 
l e a s t  s e em to  t h emse l ve s  t o  h ave  good  re a son  t o 
refuse Compliance with them.

A s  t o  P r i v a t e  F a s t s ,  I  a m  n o t  a w a r e  t h a t 
w h a t  I  s a i d  d i s c o v e r e d  a ny  G a l l ;  I  o n l y  p o i n t e d 
yo u  t o  w h a t  yo u  ove r - l o o k e d .  T h e  C a n o n  a - 
bout  Fas t s  ment ions  Prophes i e s  or  Prophesy ing s ,  tha t 
we re  i n  t ho s e  Day s  u s u a l .  And  i t  a s  much ,  f o r - 
b i d s  t h e  o n e  a s  t h e  o t h e r :  A n d  We e k - D a y - 
L e c t u r e s ,  (w i t hou t  a  p a r t i c u l a r  L i c en c e  f rom  t h e 
B i s hop )  a s  e i t h e r .  I  a pp reh ended  you  cou l d  no t 
a p p rove  t h i s ;  a n d  t h e n c e  wa s  my  S u r p r i z e .  Yo u 
p l a i n l y  o w n  n o w  y o u  d o n ’ t  a p p r o v e  i t .  a n d 
t h e r e f o r e  I  t h i n k  yo u  m i g h t  h ave  s p a r e d  yo u r 
G a l l  t i l l  t h e r e  we r e  m o r e  o c c a s i o n  f o r  i t .  B u t 
a s  a n g r y  w i t h  y o u  a s  you  s upp o s e  me.  I ’ l l  f r e e l y 
grant you any thing you can reasonably desire.

The  Ec c l e s i a s t i c a l  Cou r t s  f i n i sh  the  Deba t e.  You 
te l l  me you  a r e  no t  i n  s o  muc h  dang e r  o f  b e ing  ham- 
p e r ’d  b y  t h e m  a s  I  p r e t e n d .  I  p ro f e s s ,  I ’ m  ve r y 
g l a d  t o  h e a r  i t :  I  w i s h  you  may  n eve r  h ave  o c - 
c a s i o n  t o  c h a n g e  yo u r  M i n d .  I  h ave  c o n s u l t e d 
s a m e  a b l e  L aw ye r s ,  a b o u t  t h a t  w h i c h  yo u  c a l l
  my
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my  b o l d  A s s e r t i o n ;  v i z .  T h a t  a  M i n i s t e r  i s  l i a - 
b l e  t o  a n  A c t i o n  f o r  r e f u s i n g  t o  g i v e  t h e  S a c r am e n t 
t o  t h e  mo s t  s c a n d a l o u s  P e r s o n ,  wh e n  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y 
t o  q u a l i f y  h i m  f o r  a n  O f f i c e .  T h ey  t e l l  m e ,  t h a t 
t he re  l i e s  an  Ac t ion  o f  Damage  a t  Common-Law 
i n  s u ch  a  Ca s e ,  f o r  d ep r iv i n g  a  Man  o f  t h e  n e - 
c e s s a r y  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n  f o r  h i s  O f f i c e .  A n d  t h a t 
p rov ing  t he  Man  S c and a l o u s  won ’t  b r i ng  t he  Mi - 
n i s t e r  o f f  a t  Common-Law,  t hough  i t  may  s a t i s - 
f i e  h i s  Con s c i en c e.  And  t hough  you  a re  p l e a s e d 
t o  a s s u re  me,  t h a t  t h e  B i s hop  c a nn o t  s u s p e n d  a 
M i n i s t e r  f o r  d e n y i n g  t h e  L o r d ’s  S u p p e r  t o  a 
S c a n d a l o u s  Pe r s o n ,  a n d  t o  c o n f i r m  yo u r  A s s e r - 
t i on  f rom  Mr.  Benn e t ,  ye t  we  h ave  s o  many  I n - 
s t a n c e s  t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y,  w h e r e  M i n i s t e r s  h ave 
been  su spended  by  B i shops  on  tha t  Account ,  tha t 
I  c a n n o t  a g r e e  w i t h  yo u ,  t i l l  I  h ave  s o m e  I n - 
s t a n c e  o f  a  B i s h o p  A n i m a d ve r t e d  o n ,  f o r  p ro - 
c eed ing  in  such  a  Ca s e  I l l e g a l ly  and  A r b i t r a r i ly  a s 
Mr.  Benne t  exp re s s e s  i t .  Bu t  suppos ing  you  cou ld 
de fend your  se l f  in  such  a  Case  f rom any  Damage 
f rom your  B i shop,  (wh i ch  i s  t o  me  s t i l l  dub iou s ) 
i t  do th  no t  t h e re f o re  f o l l ow,  t h a t  you  cou l d  d e - 
f e n d  yo u r  s e l f ,  a t  C o m m o n - L aw,  f ro m  a n  A c t i - 
on  o f  Damage,  b rough t  a g a in s t  you  by  a  Pe r son , 
whom you  h ad  kep t  ou t  o f  h i s  O f f i c e ,  by  d eny- 
i n g  h im  t h e  Commun ion ,  b e c au s e  h e  wa s  S c an - 
d a l o u s  i n  h i s  M o r a l s ;  w h i c h  i s  t h e  t h i n g  r e - 
f e r r e d  t o  i n  t h a t  A s s e r t i o n  o f  m i n e ,  w h i c h  yo u 
represent as so very bold.

You  f a r t h e r  t e l l  me.  I f  a ny  Dan g e r  s h o u l d  h a p - 
g e n  o f  b e i n g  h a m p e r e d  i n  t h e  E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  C o u r t s, 
i n  p e r f o r m an c e  o f  y o u r  Du t y,  y e t  y o u  a r e  n e v e r  t h e 
w o r s e .  Ve r y  we l l !  I f  yo u  w i l l  r u n  i n t o  D a n g e r , 
I  g r an t  ’t i s  t o  you r  s e l f .  Fo r  my  p a r t ,  I ’ l l  n eve r 
p lead  fo r  a  Cons t i tu t ion  tha t  expose s  a  Consc ien- 
t i ou s  M in i s t e r  t o  Ha rd sh i p s ,  f o r  h i s  b e i ng  Con- 
s c i en t iou s .  I f  you  wi l l ,  and  when  you  have  done,
 Z 2 will
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w i l l  ch a r ge  a l l  t h e  Dange r  on  the  f a u l t y  Adm in i - 
s t r a t i o n ,  m a l i c i o u s  P r o s e c u t i o n s,  o r  i m p r u d e n t  C a r - 
r i a g e  o f  t he  Min i s t e r s  conce r ned ,  re ap  the  Com- 
f o r t  o f  i t ,  s ay  I :  B u t  we re  a l l  o f  yo u r  M i n d ,  I 
don’t  see  what  hope,  we could  have  le f t  u s  o f  any 
f a r ther  Refor mat ion ,  o f  which  you somet imes  ap- 
p e a r  s o  d e s i r o u s .  I  w a s  f a r  f r o m  q u i b b l i n g  ( I 
l e ave  t h a t  t o  o the r s )  when  I  men t i oned ,  t h e  Ad - 
van t a g e  o f  t h e s e  Cou r t s  t o  u r g e  you  w i t h  you r  Oa th , 
when you cou ld  no t  in  Cons c i en c e  c omply  wi th  them .  I 
n e i t h e r  m e a n t ,  n o r  h o p ’d  o t h e r s  wo u l d  u n d e r - 
s t a n d  m e  t h a t  yo u  we re  t h e n  c h a r g e a b l e  w i t h  t h e 
b r e a c h  o f  y o u r  O a t h  b e f o r e  G o d :  B u t  I  t h o u g h t 
i t  a n  Unhapp in e s s  t o  g ive  t h em  t h a t  Advan t a g e, 
a n d  I  d o  s o  s t i l l .  ’ T i s  e n o u g h  i f  we  b e a r  S c o f f s 
w h e n  t h e y  c a n n o t  b e  a vo i d e d :  I  c a n ’t  s e e  we 
a r e  o b l i g e d  t o  e x p o s e  o u r  s e l ve s  t o  t h e m  w h e n 
we may escape them.

You  ch a r g e  me  w i t h  e g r e g i o u s ly  s l a n d e r i n g  you , 
i n  a p p l y i n g  t o  y o u  M r .  H o a d l y ’s  Wo r d s :  B u t 
good  S i r ,  n e x t  t ime,  b r i n g  f o s t e r  Wo rd s,  o r  b e t t e r 
P r o o f ,  o r  I  d o u b t  yo u ’ l l  b e t r a y  yo u r  C a u s e .  I 
won ’t  r e t a l i a t e ,  a nd  t e l l  you  you  h ave  s l a nd e red 
me,  i n  wha t  you  app l y  t o  me,  i n  t h e  c l o s e  f rom 
M r .  B a x t e r ,  t h o u g h  I  t h i n k  yo u r  A d m o n i t i o n 
G r o u n d l e s s .  I  o w n  y o u  a  Wo r t h y  M i n i s t e r  o f 
C h r i s t :  A n d  I  p r ay  G o d  yo u  m ay  b e  m o r e  a n d 
more  u se fu l .  Conv ince  me  o f  r e p r o a c h i n g  you ,  and 
I ’ l l  m a ke  yo u  a l l  t h e  R e p a r a t i o n  t h a t  i s  i n  my 
Powe r .  I  d o  n o t h i n g  t o  t u r n  a w ay  t h e  H e a r t s  o f 
t h e  P e o p l e  f r om  y o u r  Do c t r i n e ;  I  on l y  a im  a t  p ro - 
m o t i n g  a s  f a r  a s  i n  m e  l i e s  t h a t  f a r t h e r  R e f o r - 
ma t ion ,  wh i ch  to  the  be s t  o f  my  Judgmen t ,  you r 
Method  ob s t r uc t s ,  wh i l e  ye t  I  doub t  no t  bu t  you 
h e a r t i l y  d e s i r e  i t .  I g n o r a n t ,  p e e v i s h ,  c o n t e n t i o u s 
Z e a l  I  a bho r :  And  h ave  b e en  c au t i ou s  o f  im i t a - 
t i ng  you  i n  Wo rd s  o f  Obl o quy ,  t h rough  a  d re ad  o f 
the  Consequence s .  My Consc i ence  bea r s  me  wi t -
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n e s s  ’t i s  my  s i n c e r e  E n d e avo u r  t o  a vo i d  t h o s e 
c a r n a l  C o u r s e s,  a s  t e n d  t o  m a k e  o r  h a r d e n  C a r n a l 
P r o s e s s o r s  i n  t h e i r  d i v i d i n g  M e t h o d s .  A n d  I 
wa r n  a l l  I  h ave  t o  do  w i th ,  bo th  a g a i n s t  Wrang - 
l i n g  a n d  a g a i n s t  Pa r t i a l i t y .  W h a t  t h e n  r e m a i n s 
b u t  t h a t  yo u  a n d  I ,  s i n c e  we  a r e  n o t  i n  t h e s e 
t h i n g s  l i ke l y  t o  a g r e e ,  a g r e e  t og e t h e r  t o  d i f f e r 
A m i c a b l y,  a n d  i n  o u r  s e v e r a l  Wa y s  s e t  o u r 
s e l ve s  t o  a n swe r  t h e  g re a t  End s  o f  Re l i g i on ,  t o 
s p r e a d  t r u e  C h r i s t i a n  K n ow l e d g e ,  a n d  p ro m o t e 
L ove  a n d  U n i t y,  H o l i n e s s  o f  L i f e ,  a n d  a  f a r - 
ther  Ecc le s i a s t ica l  Refor mat ion,  in  hopes  o f  meet- 
ing  and  conve r t ing  toge the r  w i thou t  any  j a r r ing s 
o r  c l a s h i n g s ,  i n  t h a t  B l e s s e d  S t a t e  o f  R e s t  a n d 
Pe a c e  t h a t  i s  a b ove .  To  t h i s  I  h o p e  a f t e r  a l l 
yo u r  H e a t ,  yo u  w i l l  n o t  b e  b a c k w a r d  t o  s a y, 
A m e n .  A n d  h e r e i n  y o u  m a y  d e p e n d  o n  t h e 
Hearty Concurrence, of,

 Sir,

  Your Unworthy Brother,

   E. CALAMY.

P o s t c r i p t .  T h a t  yo u  m a y n ’t  t h i n k  yo u  a r e  a 
much  l e s s  p e c u l i a r  W r i t e r  t h an  my  s e l f ,  you  may 
be  p l e a s ed  a t  you r  Le i su re  t o  pe r u s e  t he  f o l l ow- 
ing INDEX.
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AN

INDEX
OF SOME

P e c u l i a r i t i e s  i n  M r .  O l l y f f e ’ s  m a n n e r  o f 
W r i t i n g  i n  t h i s  C o n t r o v e r s i e .  T h e  F i g u r e s , 
f o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t ,  n o t e  t h e  P a g e s  o f  h i s 
Tw o  B o o k s ;  w h i c h  I  t a k e  t o  b e  f a i r e r ,  t h a n 
f o r  h i m  t o  r e f e r  h i s  R e a d e r s  t o  m y  Wo r d s , 
in his Books, rather than in my own.

1. HE  m a k e s  t r a g i c a l  C o m p l a i n t s  w i t h  v e r y 
l i t t l e  R e a s o n ,  E p i s t .  D e d .  p .  2 ;  H e  c o m - 

p l a i n s  o f  b e i n g  a g g r i e v ’d ,  b y  o n e  t h a t  d e s i g n ’d 
h im no th ing  bu t  Re spec t ,  1  De f.  p.  84 .  He  com- 
p l a i n s  o f  my  p u t t i n g  Wo r d s  i n t o  t h e  M o u t h s  o f 
De i s t s ,  S o c i n i a n s ,  a n d  o t h e r  b l a s p h emou s  Adv e r s a - 
r i e s ,  by  b r ing ing  Objec t ions  aga in s t  such  Cor r up- 
t i on s  a s  i t  i s  a  sh ame  to  the  Church  no t  to  have 
rectify’d long since.

I n  t h e  m e a n  t i m e ,  h e  p a s s e s  l i g h t l y  by  s u c h 
th ing s ,  a s  he  ha s  abundant  rea son  to  compla in  o f . 
A s  t h e  Abu s e s  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  God fa t h e r s ,  1  De f.  p . 
38 ,  3 9 .  T h e  o b l i g a t i o n  t h a t  l i e s  o n  M i n i s t e r s  t o 
p r e s e n t  N o n - c o m mu n i c a n t s  t o  t h e  B i s h o p,  t h a t  t h e y 
may  b e  p r o s e c u t e d ,  I b.  . p .  105.  And  t o  g i v e  a n  a c - 
c o un t  t o  h im  o f  a l l  t h a t  h e  d e b a r s  f r om  Commun i on ,
  p. 110
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p .  110 .  A n d  t h e  t e d i o u s n e s s ,  v e x a t i o u s n e s s ,  a n d 
e x p e n s i v e n e s s  o f  P r o s e c u t i o n s  i n  t h e  E c c l e s i a s t i c a l 
Courts, &c. p. 133.

I I .  H e  d i s c ove r s  a  d i s l i ke  o f  t h e  I m p o s i t i o n s . 
Di s c l a im s  a  s t i f f  a d h e r e n c e  t o  t h e  t h i n g s  i n  d e b a t e , 
E p.  D e d .  p .  4 .  D e c l a r e s ,  t h a t  a s  h e  h a d  n o  h a n d 
in  th e  Impo s i t i on s,  s o  h e  ha s  no  h ea r t  no r  w i l l  t o  t h e 
continuance of them, 1 Def. p. 2.

And  ye t  h e  s t i f l y  e nde avou r s  t o  upho l d  t h em ; 
t e l l s  u s ,  t h e  S u b s c r i p t i o n  m ay  b e  f a i r l y  v i n d i c a t e d , 
1  D e f .  p .  19 .  H e  v i n d i c a t e s  A s s e n t i n g  a n d  C o n - 
s e n t i n g  a t  l a r g e ,  1  D e f .  p .  2 1 .  & c .  a n d  2  D e f . 
p .  103.  He  i n s i n u a t e s,  t h a t  t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  Chu r c h e s 
a r e  g e n e ra l ly  a g r e e d  i n  s u c h  God fa t h e r s  a nd  Godmo - 
t h e r s  a s  a r e  r e qu i r ’d  i n  t h e  Chu r c h  o f  Eng l and ,  t h o ’ 
they rea l ly know nothing o f  them ,  1 Def .  p .  32. 2 Def . 
p .  141.  He  v i n d i c a t e s  t h e  s i g n  o f  t h e  C r o s s  i n  Bap - 
t i s m ,  1  D e f .  p .  4 4 .  2  D e f .  p .  17 3.  A n d  t h e  p r o - 
m i s c u ou s  u s e  o f  t h e  O f f i c e  f o r  Bu r i a l ,  1  De f .  p .  67, 
He p l e ad s  f o r  t h e  Apo c r ypha l  L e s s on s ,  1  De f .  p .  73. 
2  De f .  p .  219 .  He  d e c l a r e s,  t h a t  h e  c a n t  p a r t  w i t h 
Epi s copa l  Conf i rmat ion,  a s  ne c e s sa r y  to  qua l i f i e  f o r  the 
H o l y  C o m m u n i o n ,  1  D e f .  p .  8 2 .  H e  V i n d i c a t e s 
C a n o n  x x v i i .  t h a t  e x c l u d e s  a l l  b u t  K n e e l e r s  f r o m 
t h e  Commun i o n ,  I b.  p .  8 2 .  and  Can .  2 8 .  Tha t  e x - 
c l ud e s  Commun i c an t s  f r om o th e r  Pa r i sh e s ,  Ib.  p .  10 0 . 
a n d  C a n .  7 2 .  T h a t  d e b a r s  M i n i s t e r s  f r o m  k e e p i n g 
p r i va t e  Fa s t s ,  I b.  p .  103.  And  h e  s ay s,  t h a t  i n  t h e 
Chu r c h  o f  Eng l and ,  no  pa r t  o f  t h e  Pa s t o ra l  Powe r  i s 
t a k e n  f r om  M i n i s t e r s,  t h a t  Ch r i s t  h a t h  g i v e n  t h em , 
Ib. p. 109.

T h u s ,  t h o ’ h e  e a r n e s t l y  d e c l a r e s  f o r  R e f o r m a - 
t i o n ,  and  s ay s ,  h e  mo s t  p a s s i o n a t e ly  l o n g s,  a nd  e a r - 
n e s t ly  w i sh e s  f o r  h ea l i n g  Con c e s s i on s ,  Ep.  Ded.  p .  5. 
A n d  t h a t  h e  l o n g s  f o r  A l t e r a t i o n s ,  1  D e f .  p .  3 2 . 
He  ye t  t a ke s  t h e  d i r e c t  Me thod  t o  ob s t r u c t  t h e 
Re fo r ma t ion  he  de s i re s ,  by  p l e ad ing  fo r  the  ve r y 
t h i n g s  t h a t  a re  t o  b e  Re fo r m ’d .  When  h e ’s  t o l d
 Z 4 of
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o f  t h i s ,  h e ’s  .wonde r f u l  a ng r y ;  a nd  s ay s ,  t h e  t a - 
k i n g  no t i c e  o f  i t ,  i s  a  m i s r e p r e s e n t i n g  h im  t o  t h e 
C h u r c h ,  2  D e f .  p .  18 ,  A n d  t o  d i ve r t  t h e  S c e n t , 
h e  t h row s  t h e  b l a m e  u p o n  h i s  N e i g h b o u r ;  a n d 
charge s  me wi th  c on t r i bu t in g  t o  t h e  p e r p e tua t in g  ou r 
D i v i s i o n s,  P r e f .  t o  P a r t  2 .  p.  9  b e c a u s e  I  f r e e l y 
d e c l a r e  a g a i n s t  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  t o  b e  a l t e r ’d ; 
which yet  in a l l  probabi l i ty  never would be a l ter ’d, 
i f  t h ey  we re  a cqu i e s c ed  i n ,  by  t ho s e  t h a t  l o n g e d 
for ah Alteration.

I I I .  He ha s  s ame other  spec i a l  Ar t s  tha t  de se r ve 
p a r t i c u l a r  N o t i c e .  T h u s ,  t o  c o n v i n c e  a l l  t h a t  h e 
a im s  on ly  a t  S e l f - d e f e n c e,  h e  c an  l ay  a s i d e  a l l  c o n s i - 
d e ra t i o n  o f  Re - o rd i n a t i o n ,  1  De f .  p .  4 .  And  ye t  i n , 
t h e  s a m e  Vo l u m e  h e  c a n  t r e a t  o f  i t  m o r e  d i s t i n c t l y 
t h a n  o f  a ny  t h i n g  e l s e .  H e  c a n ,  by  a  p r o p e r  A c c e n t 
o n  h i s  Wo rd s,  e x p r e s s  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  h i s  h o p e s  c o n - 
c e r t i n g  t h e  P e r s o n s  h e  I n t e r r s ,  1  D e f .  p .  6 7.  N ay 
h e  c a n  t u r n  t h e  mo s t  d r e a d f u l  o f  J u d gmen t s ,  ( a s  t h e 
cu t t ing  o f f  an  impen i t en t  S inner  in  the  he igh t  o f 
h i s  Wi c ke d n e s s )  i n t o  a  g r e a t  M e r c y ,  I b i d .  p .  6 9 . 
He  can ,  when  i t  i s  fo r  h i s  pur pose,  make  me ap- 
pear  to  beg in  the  Conte s t  abou t  Con fo rmi ty  and Non- 
c o n f o r m i t y  a n e w,  w h e n  t h e  To l e r a t i o n  h a d  l a i d  a l l 
t h i s  ma t t e r  a s l e e p ,  P re f .  t o  Pa r t  2 .  p .  11.  Tho ’ t o 
o the r s  i t  i s  no to r i ou s ,  t h a t  more  h a s  b e en  wr i t - 
ten  aga in s t ;  the  Di s sente r s  s ince  then ,  than a t  any 
t ime  b e f o re .  The  ve r y  s ame  t h i n g s  s h a l l  i n  h i m 
be represented as according to the form of Law pre- 
s c r i b ’d ,  wh i ch  i n  o t h e r s  s h a l l  b e  a c t i n g  a c c o r d i n g 
to  the i r  own Fanc i e s ,  and marks of  Contempt ,  2 .  Def . 
p .  2 3 .  N a y,  h e  c a n  v e h e m e n t l y  r u n  d o w n  t h e 
Sense  o f  the  e j e c t ed  Min i s t e r s,  about  Assent  and  Con- 
s e n t ,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  Te r m s  o f  C o n f o r m i t y ,  ( a s  h e 
doe s  t h rough  h i s  who l e  Book )  a nd  ye t  h ave  n o - 
thing to do with them in the matter, 2 Def. p. 129.

T h e s e  a r e  s u c h  A r t s  a s  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  ove r - 
look’d.
  IV. He
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IV.  He charge s  me wi th  Mi s t ake s ,  where  a l l  the 
M i s t a ke  t h e r e  i s ,  i s  e v i d e n t l y  o f  h i s  ow n  s i d e . 
T h u s  h e  r e p r e s e n t s  i t  a s  a  M i s t a k e ,  t h a t  M i n i - 
s t e r s  a r e  obl i g ed  t o  Bap t ize  a l l  Comer s ,  1  Def .  p .  2 6 .  
t h o ’ i t  i s  t h e  p l a i n  L a n g u a g e  o f  C a n o n  6 8 .  H e 
cha rge s  me  w i th  mi s t a k i n g  B i shop  Mor l e y ,  2  De f . 
p .  18 7.  w h e r e a s  I  h ave  p rov ’d  t h e  M i s t a ke  h i s 
ow n ,  a s  a p p e a r s  f ro m  Pa g e  330  o f  t h i s  Vo l u m e. 
A n d  n o t h i n g  w i l l  s e r ve  h i m ,  b u t  I  m u s t  b e  s o 
g ros ly  mis taken as  to  the  Oath o f  Canoni ca l  Obedience, 
a s  t o  a l l ow  wha t  I  b e f o r e  d en i ed ,  and  th en  aga in  c on - 
t r a d i c t  my  own  a l l owan c e s ,  I ndex  A r t .  17.  whe re a s 
he  tha t  per u se s  P.  345,346 .  o f  th i s  my Thi rd  Par t , 
w i l l  f i nd ,  tha t  fo r  wan t  o f  ob se r va t ion ,  he  qu i t e : 
mi s t ake s  me,  bo th  a s  to  wha t  I  a l l ow ,  and  wha t  I 
deny. 

V.  H e  i s  i n  o t h e r  c a s e s  v e r y  g u i l t y  o f  t h e 
th ing s  o f  which  he  f a l s e ly  accu se s  h i s  Ne ighbour. 
T h u s  h e  c h a r g e s  m e  w i t h  w r i t i n g  l o o s e l y,  h a n d 
ove r  h ead ,  and  t ak ing  t h in g s  upon  t r u s t ,  w i t hou t  e ve r 
exam in in g  t h em ,  1  De f .  p .  79 .  when  he  h imse l f  in 
a  be a r ing  Po in t ,  t h a t  t he  s t re s s  o f  t he  Cau se  de- 
p end s  upon ,  i n s t e a d  o f  e x am in i ng  t h e  J o u r n a l  o f 
t h e  Lo rd s ,  wh i ch  he  wa s  re f e r red  to  a s  a  dec i s ive 
Ev i d enc e,  c ome s  w i t h  a ny  Suppo s i t i on s  t h a t  o f - 
f e r ,  by  w h i c h  h e  m ay  avo i d  b e i n g  s e t  r i g h t ,  i n 
wha t  h e  h a s  t a k e n  u p o n  t r u s t ,  v i z .  Th a t  t h e  De - 
c l a r a t i o n  o f  A s s e n t  a n d  C o n s e n t  r e f e r r e d  t o  U s e 
o n l y  5  a s  a p p e a r s ,  2  D e f .  p .  1 05 .  & c .  A n d  a t 
ano the r  t ime,  he  a r gue s  w i th  me  f rom Mr.  Hum- 
p h r e y s ,  w h o s e  B o o k ,  t h a t  I  r e f e r r e d  h i m  t o,  h e 
h a d  n e v e r  e x a m i n e d ,  2  D e f .  p .  4 4 .  A n d  a t  a n o - 
t h e r  t i m e ,  h e  w i l l  e x p l a i n  t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  t h e 
Bi shop o f  London ,  in  h i s  Epi s c opa l i a ,  tho ’ he  owns 
he never saw the Book, ib. p. 290.

Aga in ,  he  charge s  me wi th  u f ing  d iver s  Weight s 
a n d  M e a s u r e s ,  I n d e x  A r t .  1 2 .  f o r g e t t i n g  h ow 
gui l ty  he  i s  h imse l f ,  when he  repre sent s  our  sense
  of
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o f  h i s  P r a c t i c e  a s  de s i gned  to  rende r  h im  and  h i s 
B r e t h r e n  o d i o u s ,  w h i l e  h e  c a n  f r e e l y  i nve i g h  a - 
g a in s t  t he  Sen s e  and  P r a c t i c e  o f  t he  e j e c t ed  Mi- 
n i s t e r s ,  and  ye t  have  a  p r o f ound  Re sp e c t  f o r  them: 
A n d  w h e n  h e  w i l l  a p p l y  t o  m e  Pa s s a g e s  o u t  o f 
Mr.  Bax t e r ’s  Cu r e  o f  Chu r c h  D i v i s i o n s ,  a nd  t h i nk 
i t  ver y  a l lowable,  tho’ I  have no concer n in  them; 
and ye t  wi l l  repre sent  my app ly ing  to  h im cer t a in 
Pas sages  out  of  Mr.  Hoadly ,  in  which he was  much 
more  concer ned,  a s  a  g r ound l e s s  and  e g r e g i ou s  S lan- 
der, 2,Def. p. 306, 307.

O n c e  m o re ,  ( f o r  i t  wo u l d  b e  a n  e n d l e s s  Ta s k 
t o  m e n t i o n  a l l  Pa r t i c u l a r s )  h e  c h a r g e s  m e  w i t h 
unk i n d ly  u s i n g  many  P e r s o n a l  R e f l e c t i o n s,  a n d  s ome 
S c u r r i l o u s  o n e s ,  I n d ex  A r t .  7.  Fo r g e t t i n g ,  I  s u p - 
p o s e ,  w h a t  s o r t  o f  L a n g u a g e  h i m s e l f  h a t h  u s e d , 
w h e n  h e  t e l l s  m e ,  h e  c a n n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  I  b e l i e v e 
my  s e l f ,  1  D e f .  p .  35 .  T h a t  I  h a v e  c h a n g e d  a n d 
w r e s t e d  Wo r d s,  t h a t  I  m i g h t  s p e a k  a g a i n s t  t h e m , 
1  Def .  p .  50 .  That  I  have condemned my own Act 
and  Deed ,  t h a t  I  m igh t  a c cu s e  h im  and  h i s  B re - 
t h r e n ,  1  D e f .  p .  7 9 .  T h a t  I  h a v e  p u t  Wo rd s  i n t o 
t h e  Mou t h s  o f  D e i s t s,  S o c i n i a n s,  a n d  o t h e r  b l a s p h e - 
mous  Adve r s a r i e s  o f  a l l  Re l i g i on ,  1  Def .  p .  84 .  Tha t 
I  h a ve  c o n t r i bu t e d  t o  t h e  p e r p e t u a t i n g  ou r  D i v i s i o n s , 
P re f .  t o  2  De f .  p .  9 .  Tha t  I  h a v e  h e a p ’d  t o g e t h e r 
a l l  the  mos t  od ious  Repre s en ta t i ons  o f  Con fo rmi ty,  and 
w i t h  a l l  t h e  S p i r i t  a n d  V i g o u r  I  c o u l d ,  e n d e a vou r e d 
t o  r e n d e r  i t  v i l e  i n  t h e  s i g h t  o f  a l l ,  by  o b l i q u e  a n d 
a r t f u l  I n nu e n d o ’s ,  I b i d .  p .  11.  And ,  Tha t  t h e  mo s t 
i n v i d i o u s  A d v e r s a r i e s  c o u l d  n o t  w e l l  c h a r g e  t h e m 
w i t h  b l a c k e r  C r im e s ,  2  De f .  p .  4 .  Tha t  I  h a v e  d e - 
f ended  th e  h i gh e s t  No t i on  tha t  e ve r  wa s  ven t ed  by  th e 
mo s t  v i o l e n t  H i gh -F lye r s,  t h a t  h a ve  w r o t e  among  t h e 
Di s s en t e r s  o f  any  Denomina t i on ,  Ib id .  p .  76 .  Tha t  I 
am  an  e g r e g i ou s  S l and e r e r ,  I b id .  p .  306 .  Tha t  I  ex - 
pose  them to  the i r  Gover nor s  as  Dis semble r s  wi th them, 
o r  w o r s e .  I b i d .  p .  2 85 .  N ay,  i n  s h o r t ,  h e  i n t i -
  mates
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ma t e s ,  t h a t  I  h ave  been  do ing  t he  Dev i l ’s  Work , 
1 Def. p. 84.

VI .  He  wre s t s  the  Sc r ip tu re s ,  i n  f avour  o f  No- 
t i on s  t h ey  we re  neve r  d e s i gn ’d  t o  s uppo r t .  Thu s 
h e  b r i n g s  s eve r a l  Pa s s a g e s  o f  Ho l y  Wr i t  t o  v i n - 
dicate the  Regene ra t ion o f  a l l  Bapt i s ed  In fant s ,  1  Def . 
p .  2 8 ,  2 9 .  And ,  wh i ch  i s  ye t  wo r s e ,  h e  a t t emp t s 
t o  p rove  f ro m  t h e n c e ,  t h a t  T h a t  m ay  b e  a s s e r t e d 
t o  b e  A LWAY S  t r u e ,  w h i c h  i s  o n l y  t r u e  S O M E - 
TIMES, Ibid. p. 71.

V I I .  He  o f t  p reva r i c a t e s .  I n  o rd e r  t o  t h e  eva - 
d ing  the  fo rce  o f  an  Argument  tha t  p inche s  h im. 
Thus  be ing  p re s s ’d  about  Bap t iz in g  w i t h ou t  God fa - 
t h e r s ,  h e  p l e ad s  he ’s  a t  l i b e r t y  t o  u s e  t h e  F o r m  f o r 
p r i v a t e  B a p t i s m :  A n d  w h e n  t o l d  t h a t  T h a t  s u p - 
p o s e s  S i c kn e s s  o r  d ang e r  o f  Dea t h ;  he  s ay s ,  The r e  i s 
no t  a  wo rd  o f  S i c kne s s  i n  t h e  Rub r i c k ,  1  Def .  p .  41. 
t ho ’ t h e  Rub r i ck  exp re s l y  s ay s ,  I n  c a s e  t h e  Ch i l d 
l i v e ,  & c .  w h i c h  i s  e q u i v a l e n t .  A n d  w h e n  h e ’s 
to ld ,  That  the  Canon r ep r e s en t s  the  S ign  o f  the  Cro s s 
a s  s i g n i f y i n g  t h e  Me r i t s  o f  t h e  De a t h  o f  Ch r i s t ,  h e 
e x c l a i m s  m o s t  b i t t e r l y,  a n d  t a l k s  o f  b e i n g  m o v e d 
w i t h  I n d i g n a t i o n ;  b e c a u s e ,  f o r s o o t h ,  t wo  t h i n g s 
re fer red to in that  Canon,  are  not  in  the  same Page , 
1  D e f .  p .  4 8 .  A n d  w h e n  h e ’s  p i n c h e d  a b o u t 
r e a d i n g  t h e  Bu r i a l  O f f i c e  o v e r  a  n o t o r i o u s l y  w i c k e d 
Pe r s on ,  he  t a lk s  o f  t a k i n g  h i s  Ho r s e,  and  r i d i n g  ou t 
of Town, 1 Def. p. 65.

V I I I .  H e  t r i f l e s  i n  t h e  m o s t  s e r i o u s  M a t t e r s ; 
C a l l i n g  m e  s o l e m n l y  t o  R e p e n t a n c e ,  w h e re  t h e re 
wa s  n o t  t h e  l e a s t  o c c a s i o n  f o r  i t ,  1  D e f .  p .  4 4 . 
and  admon i sh ing  me  a s  a  B r o th e r  i n  t h e  Lo rd  t o  c on - 
s i d e r  w h o s e  Wo r k  I  h a d  b e e n  d o i n g ,  1  De f .  p .  8 4 . 
when  I  had  been  on ly  dec l a r ing  aga in s t  Ecc l e s i a - 
stical Corruptions.

I X .  H e  f a s t e n s  h e a v y  I m p u t a t i o n s  o n  m a n y 
o t h e r  i n n o c e n t  Pe r s o n s .  T h u s ,  h e  c h a r g e s  t h e 
I g n o r a n c e  m any  l i v e  i t s  t o u c h i n g  t h e  Na t u r e  o f  S a -
  craments,
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c r am en t s,  n ay  a n d  t h e  S o c i n i a n  E r r o r,  t h a t  dw i n d l e s 
S a c r a m e n t s  t o  m e e r  S i g n s,  u p o n  t h e  a p p r e h e n s i o n 
o f  su c h as  look upon the  Sign o f  the  Cros s  in  Bapt i sm, 
to be of a Sacramental nature, 1 Def. p. 45.

H e  c a n  d i f f e r  f r o m  t h e  c o m m o n  s e n s e  o f 
h i s  C h u r c h ,  a n d  ye t  b e  i n  t h e  r i g h t .  A s  a b o u t 
o m i t t i n g  G o d f a t h e r s ,  a n d  y i e l d i n g  t o  p r i va t e  B a p - 
t i s m s ,  a n d  a d m i t t i n g  t o  t h e  L o r d ’s  S u p p e r  w i t h - 
o u t  K n e e l i n g ,  & c .  i n  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  S c r u - 
pu l ou s :  Bu t  f o r  me  t o  t e l l  h im  o f  t h i s ,  mu s t  b e 
d i s i n g e nu ou s ,  2  De f .  p .  18 .  and  a  d e s i g n  t o  e x p o s e 
h i m ;  n ay,  a  m a l i c i o u s  d e s i g n ,  2  D e f .  p .  2 3 .  a n d 
a  p u t t i n g  h i s  Go v e r n o r s  i n  m i n d  t o  p un i s h  h im .  A t 
l e a s t  i t  s e e m s  i t  wo u l d  b e  s o,  i f  h i s  wo n d e r f u l 
Charity did not bring me off.

X I .  H e  s e t s  d ow n  H i s t o r i e s  a n d  A u t h o r i t i e s , 
that prove

W h a t  I  h a d  n e v e r  d e n y ’d ;  a s ,  t h a t  Pe r s o n s 
m a y  b e  r u n  u p o n  I n c o n v e n i e n c i e s  b y  t h e 
Zea l  o f  some o f  the i r  F r i ends ,  2  De f .  p .  22 .  Tha t 
w i s e  P e r s o n s  m ay  l a b o u r  u n d e r  P r e j u d i c e s ,  2  D e f . 
p .  16 ,  17.  Tha t  P o p i s h  P r i e s t s  m ay  b e  R e o rd a i n e d , 
2  De f .  p .  4 3.  Tha t  i t  m ay  i n  s om e  c a s e s  b e  l aw f u l 
t o  d o  t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  u n l a w f u l l y  c o m m a n d e d ,  D e f . 
p. 73, 74, 75.

T h e  c o n t r a r y  t o  w h a t  h e  p ro d u c e s  t h e m  f o r . 
A s  i n  B i s hop  Mor l e y ’s  c a s e ,  3,  De f.  p .  188 .  com- 
par’d with Page 330. of this Volume.

H e  g r o u n d l e s l y  i n s i n u a t e s  w h a t  h e  d a r e s 
no t  a s s e r t ,  v i z .  Tha t  t h e  P r e s by t e r i a n s  h i n d r e d  t h e 
C o m p r e h e n s i o n  i n  16 8 9 .  2  D e f .  p .  2 9 .  A n d  a l s o 
w h a t  h e  n e ve r  g o e s  a b o u t  t o  p rove ,  v i z .  T h a t 
C o n f o r m i t y  i s  n o w  t h e  s a m e  i n  a l l  P o i n t s  ( e x c e p t 
the  Dec l a r a t i on  o f  A s s en t  and  Consen t )  a s  i t  wa s 
i n  t h e  Day s  o f  t h e  C on f o r m i n g  P u r i t a n s,  s a v e  o n ly 
where in i t  i s  g ranted to  be  a l t e r ’d fo r  the  be t t e r ,  2 Def . 
p. 11, 12.
  XIII. He
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X I I I .  H e  c o n s i d e n t l y  a f f i r m s  t h i n g s  c o n t r a r y 
t o  p l a i n  Ev i d ence.  A s  t h a t  Mr.  Humph r e y s  i s  f o r 
h i m ,  a s  t o  t h e  r e c e i v i n g  E p i s c o p a l  O rd i n a t i o n , 
a f t e r  be ing  Orda ined  by  P re sby t e r s ,  w i thou t  nu l - 
l i f y i ng  the  p a s t  Ord in a t i on ,  a s  t h ing s  h ave  s t ood 
s i n c e  t h e  A c t  f o r  U n i f o r m i t y,  2  D e f.  p .  4 4 ,  45. 
Tha t  I  am  p r o f e s s e d ly  g on e  o f f  f r om  t h e  P r i n c i p l e s  o f 
t h e  o l d  N o n c o n f o r m i s t s,  b o t h  b e f o r e  t h e  Wa r s  a n d 
s i n c e ;  a n d  h a v e  g i v e n  u p  t h e  w h o l e  C a u s e  o f f  t h e 
E j e c t e d  M i n i s t e r s,  a n d  t h e  C a u s e  o f  t h e  R e f o r m e d 
Churches therewith, 2 Def. p. 68

X I V.  H e  f a l s e l y  r e p e a t s  my  Wo rd s ,  a n d  d e l i - 
v e r s  m y  S e n s e .  T h u s  h e  r e p r e s e n t s  i t  a s  m y 
S e n s e ,  T h a t  ’t i s  u n l a w f u l  f o r  P e r s o n s  t o  s u b m i t  t o 
t h i n g s  l aw fu l ,  me e r ly  b e c au s e  Sup e r i o r s  r e qu i r e  t h em , 
to maintain their Christian Liberty, 2 Def. p. 76.

X V.  H e  c a r e l e s l y  o p p o s e s  t h e  v e r y  C h u r c h 
w h i c h  h e  p r e t e n d s  t o  d e f e n d .  H e  d e c l a r e s , 
Tha t  s h ou l d  s h e  a dd  s u c h  n ew  Ce r emon i e s  a s  C r e am 
a n d  S p i t t l e  i n  B a p t i sm ,  &c.  a s  s h e  mu s t  d e t e r m i n e 
whe t h e r  t h e y  a r e  f i t  t o  b e  impo s ’d ,  s o  h e  mu s t  d e t e r - 
m in e  whe t h e r  t h e y  a r e  f i t  t o  b e  s u bm i t t e d  t o ,  2  De f . 
p .  9 0 .  A n d  s o  h e  p r e t e n d s  t o  j u d g e  o f  t h e  f i t - 
n e s s  o f  h e r  D e c i s i o n s ,  a f t e r  t h a t  h e  h a s  ow n ’d , 
h e r  P o w e r ,  a n d  p r o f e s s e s  h i m s e l f  s o  s u b m i s - 
sive.

XVI .  He  unhapp i l y  u r ge s  a  way  o f  Rea son ing , 
t h a t  f a l l s  u p o n ,  a n d  h i t s  h i m s e l f  T h u s  h e  a r - 
gues  mos t  s t renuous ly  f rom the  i nwa rd  s en s e  o f  the 
L o r d s ,  t h a t  t h e  U s e  o f  t h e  C o m m o n - P r a y e r - 
Book was  a l l  tha t  wa s  in tended  by  the  Ass en t  and 
Con s e n t  r e qu i red ;  whe re a s  t h e i r  Ze a l  f o r  a n  Ex- 
p lana to r y  Clause ,  i s  a  s t rong Argument aga ins t  h im, 
t h a t  t h a t  n e i t h e r  wa s ,  n o r  wo u l d  p a s s  f o r  t h e 
p r o p e r  S e n s e  o f  t h e  P r e s c r i b e d  D e c l a r a t i o n , 
w i t h o u t  a n  Au t h e n t i c k  E x p l i c a t i o n  t o  t h a t  p u r - 
pose. 
  XVII. He
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X V I I .  H e  w i t t i n g l y  n e g l e c t s  t h e  E x p l i c a t i o n 
o f  my  S en s e ,  w i t h  re l a t i on  t o  t h e  A f f a i r  o f  Mr, 
H u m p h r e y s ,  a n d  t h e  C i t a t i o n s  f r o m  h i m ,  o f 
wh ich  I  s en t  h im an  Account  in  a  F r i end ly  Mes- 
sage, which he takes no notice of.

XVI I I .  He  t r i f l i n g l y  qu i bb l e s  w i t h  Word s  am- 
b i guou s l y  u s ed .  A s  abou t  Ci r c um s t a n c e s  a nd  Ce r e - 
monies, 2 Def. p. 46, 47, 48.

XIX.  He  s t r ange l y  p r i de s  h imse l f  i n  Su f f e r i ng , 
i f  the re  shou ld  be  Occa s ion ,  in  the  way  he  t ake s ; 
f r o m  r i g o r o u s  I m p o s e r s ,  w i t h o u t  c o n s i d e r i n g 
w h e t h e r  o r  n o  G o d  c a l l s  h i m  t o  i t ,  p .  3 0 3 , 
304.

X X .  H e  i s  a p p a r e n t l y  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  h i m - 
s e l f .  H e  ow n s ,  2  D e f.  p .  4 5 .  T h a t  t h e  I m p o s i - 
t i o n s  o f  t h e  Chu r c h  o f  Eng l a nd  p r o v e  O c c a s i o n s  o f 
mu c h  H e a t  a n d  D i v i s i o n ;  a n d  ye t  I b i d .  p . 61 .  H e 
rep re sen t s  them a s  exp ed i en t  f o r  Ord e r  and  De c en c y 
s a k e ,  t o  p r e v e n t  F a c t i o n s  a n d  D i v i s i o n s .  A n d  a - 
g a i n ,  p .  121 .  h e  s ay s .  T h e y  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  O c c a - 
sion of much Contention and Quarrel among us.

H e  m a ke s  D i s t i n c t i o n s  w i t h o u t  a  D i f f e r e n c e , 
Thus  he  d i s t ingu i she s  be tween  the  Pr in c i p l e s  upon 
wh i c h  t h e  M i n i s t e r s  wh o  w e r e  E j e c t e d  w e n t  i n  t h e i r 
N o n c o n f o r m i t y,  a n d  m y  R e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e m , 
w h i c h  wa s  t a ke n  f ro m  t h e m ,  a n d  g i ve n  m o s t l y 
i n  t h e i r  own  Word s ,  2  De f.  p .  9 0 .  And  a t  o t h e r 
t ime s  he  won ’t  a l l ow a  Di s t i n c t i o n  whe re  the re  i s 
a  Di f f e r e n c e .  A s  be tween  the  Sen s e  o f  t ho s e  Men 
that  have most ly  had the Ascendant  in the Church, 
and  such  Men  a s  he,  who  tho ’ t h e y  h a d  n o  h and , 
i n  t h e  Impo s i t i o n s,  n o r  h e a r t  o r  w i l l  t o  t h e  c o n t i nu - 
an c e  o f  t h em ,  a re  ye t  w i l l i ng  to  keep  the i r  P l a ce s 
i n  t h e  Chu rch ;  b e tween  t he  S en s e  o f  t h e  Lowe r - 
Hou s e  o f  Convo c a t i o n ,  and  h i s  and  h i s  Ne ighbour s 
i n  B u c k i n g h a m s h i r e ,  a s  t o  t h e  Te r m s  o f  C o n f o r - 
m i t y ;  w h i c h  i s  a s  w i d e l y  d i f f e r e n t  a s  E a s t  f ro m 
West.
  If
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I f  a f t e r  a l l ,  he  can ’t  be  convinc ’d ,  he  may wr i te 
on i f  he p leases .  But le t  him forbear  Ref lect ing on 
u s  w h o  c a n n o t  s e e  t h i n g s  i n  h i s  L i g h t ,  a n d  h e 
n e ed  b e  unde r  no  f e a r  o f  a ny  t h i ng  f rom  u s ,  t o 
t he  ob s t r uc t i ng  h i s  Use fu lne s s ,  o r  t he  i n t e r r up t - 
ing his Repose.

A Letter to Mr. Hoadly.
SIR,

HAving perused your  Defen c e  th e  o f  th e  Rea sona- 
b l e n e s s  o f  C o n f o r m i t y ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t o  m e  r a - 

ther  a  t r a in  o f  t r ag ica l  Compla in t s  to  move Com- 
p a s s i on ,  t h an  a  Vind i c a t i o n  o f  M i n i s t e r i a l  C on f o r - 
m i t y .  A n d  yo u r  R e p l y  t o  my  P o s t s c r i p t ,  r a t h e r 
s h ew s  you r  D i s p l e a s u re ,  t h an  g ive s  a ny  L i gh t .  I 
t h i n k  I  s p a ke  t r u l y,  w h e n  I  t o l d  yo u ,  I  h a d  a - 
v o i d e d  w h a t  I  t h o u g h t  m i g h t  H e a t  a n d  E x a s p e r a t e . 
Bu t  when  Tr u t h  i f  i t  t ou che s  t h e  Chu r c h  i s  no t 
t o  b e  b o r n  w i t h ;  a n d  f r e e d o m  i n  s p e a k i n g  o f 
re a l  I r re gu l a r i t i e s ,  i s  re p re s en t ed  a s  a n  i n t o l e r a - 
b l e  Re f l ex ion  on  Super io r s ,  &c .  i n  such  a  c a s e,  I 
de spa i r  o f  avo id ing  Exasp e ra t i n g ;  and  can  be  ea s i e 
tho’ charg’d with it.

Fo r  you  t o  t a l k  o f  Cand o r  a nd  Tem p e r ,  a n d  i n 
t h e  s ame  Pa g e  r e f e r  t o  Mr.  Ol ly f f e ’s  I n d ex ,  i s  a 
l i t t l e  o d d :  B u t  I ’ m  s o  u s e d  t o  s u c h  Tre a t m e n t , 
t h a t  I  c a n  m a k e  l i g h t  o f  i t .  Yo u r  M o t i o n  t o 
the  Reade r s ,  to  v i ew wha t  ha s  been  publ i sh ’d  on 
e a c h  s i d e ,  I  h e a r t i l y  a p p rove .  I  t h i n k  i t  n e c e s - 
s a r y  i n  o r d e r  t o  t h e  p a s s i n g  a  t r u e  J u d g m e n t . 
When I  have  your  Thought s  upon my In t roduc t i - 
on ,  I  s h a l l  f a i r l y  con s i d e r  t h em ;  and  I  t h i nk  l i e 
open to Convict ion,  i f  you’ l l  g ive but  a  jus t  foun-
  dation,
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d a t i o n ;  B u t  i f  yo u r  R e m a r k s  a r e  o f  t h e  s a m e 
na tu re  w i th  wha t  you  re f e r  t o  Mr.  Ol ly f f e  abou t , 
( i n  w h i c h  I  h ave  a n swe r ’d  h i m )  I  c a n  p ro m i s e 
you  bu t  l i t t l e  s u c c e s s .  Fo r  I  a m  n o t  a s h a m ’d  t o 
own ,  t h a t  I  am  no t  en t i re l y  o f  t h e  P r i n c i p l e s  o f 
a n y  o n e  P a r t y  a m o n g  u s ,  a n d  I  b e l i e ve  n e ve r 
s h a l l :  B u t  I  a m  r e a d y  t o  b o r r o w  L i g h t  f r o m 
all.

A s  fo r  a l t e r ing  my Method  o f  Con t r o ve r s i e ,  ’tw i l l 
b e  t ime  enough  to  Con fu t e  abou t  i t ,  when  I  s e e 
o c c a s i on :  And  i f  when  I  t o l d  you ,  Tha t  i f  a ny  I 
have  t o  d o  w i t h  wou l d  bu t  t r e a t  me  w i t h  a  l i k e  Tem- 
p e r  a s  I  have  done  you ,  I  s h ou l d  n e ve r  t h i nk  I  h ad 
a n y  g r e a t  r e a s o n  t o  c o m p l a i n ,  y o u  a r e  n o t  t o  b e 
p e r suaded  t o  an swe r  my  Wishe s ,  you mus t  t ake  your 
Cour s e,  and  e i the r  re i t e r a t e  you r  Comp l a in t s  t i l l 
you r  Reade r s  a re  t i r ’d ,  o r  f o r be a r  f u t u re  Rep l y s 
as you see occasion.

But  tho ’ you cant  pe r suade  you r  s e l f  t o  an swe r  my 
W i s h e s ,  ye t  I  a m  f r e e ,  u p o n  yo u r  E n t r e a t y ,  o r 
w i t h o u t  i t ,  t o  e x a m i n e  y o u r  R e m a r k s ;  a n d  t o  d o 
i t  w i th  Candor  and  Impar t i a l i t y  too :  But  i f  I  c an 
neve r  be  Cand id  no r  Impa r t i a l  t i l l  I  f a l l  i n  w i th 
you ,  you  mus t  excu s e  me,  wh i l e  I  am so  unhap- 
py as to want more Light.

I t  w i l l  b e  t i m e  e n o u g h  t o  c o n s i d e r  w h a t  yo u 
h ave  t o  a dd  upon  t h e  Head  o f  Ord i n a t i o n ,  when 
yo u r  Pa p e r s  a r e  p u b l i s h ’d .  I  c a n ’ t  a g r e e  w i t h 
you,  that  th i s  Sub j e c t  i s  o f  l i t t l e  c on c e r n  t o  the  Cause 
b e t w e e n  u s .  Fo r  i f  P r e s by t e r s  h ave  a n  O r i g i n a l 
i n h e r e n t  R i g h t  t o  O r d a i n ,  I  t h i n k  t h e y  m a y 
s a fe ly  exerc i se  i t ,  where  those  tha t  p re tend to  the 
s o l e  Powe r  o f  Ord in a t i on ,  i n s i s t  upon  a  comp l i - 
ance  wi th  unsc r ip tu ra l  Impos i t ion s ,  be fo re  they ’ l l 
exerc i se  i t ,  the  l aw fu lne s s  o f  which Method ,  I  han’t 
a s  I  k n ow  o f  a c k n o w l e d g d  a s  ye t ,  n o r  s h a l l  I  i n 
haste.
  And
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And  i f  t h ey  h ave  a  D iv ine  Commi s s i on  to  Or- 
da in ,  then where  they ac t  in  pur su i t  o f  tha t  Com- 
mi s s ion ,  none  can  ju s t i f i e  the  requ i r ing  Re-ord i - 
n a t i on .  Re so l ve  t he  ma t t e r  a s  you  p l e a s e,  t h i s  i s 
ev i d en t ;  and  i f  you  he re i n  d i s p rove  me  no t ,  you 
h a d  a s  g o o d  s ay  n o t h i n g ,  i f  I  d o n ’t  t o u c h  y o u r 
P o i n t ,  I ’ m  u n c o n c e r n ’d ,  s o  l o n g  a s  I  r e a c h  t h e 
Po in t  I  a im  a t ;  wh i ch  i s  t o  s hew,  t h a t  t h e  Non- 
c on f o r m i t y  wh i ch  wa s  o c c a s i on ’d  by  t h e  A c t  o f 
U n i f o r m i t y  i n  1 6 6 2 ,  i s  j u s t i f i a b l e .  Ta k e  y o u 
wha t  Me thod  you  p l e a s e  t o  p rove  i t  wa s  no t  s o ; 
I ’ l l  t ake  wha t  Method i t  th ink  p ropere s t  to  p rove 
it was so.

I  d o n ’t  p r e t e n d  t h a t  i t  f o l l ow s ,  b e c a u s e  R e - 
o r d i n a t i o n  i s  a  h a r d  a n d  u n r e a s o n a b l e  Te r m ,  t h a t 
t h e r e f o r e  t h e  P e o p l e  a r e  o b l i g e d  t o  s e p a ra t e  f r om  t h e 
C h u r c h :  A n d  ye t  I  t h i n k  i t  f o l l ow s  t h e n c e ,  t h a t 
’t i s  h a rd  and  unrea sonab l e  in  your  Church  to  re - 
q u i r e  R e - o r d i n a t i o n .  A n d  i f  t h e  M i n i s t e r s  a - 
m o n g  t h e  D i s s e n t e r s  a r e  O rd a i n e d  a c c o rd i n g  t o 
t h e  G o s p e l - R u l e ,  t h e n  t h o s e  i n  yo u r  C h u r c h 
don ’t  do  we l l ,  who  re p re s e n t  t h em  a s  no  M in i - 
s t e r s ,  wh i ch  I  f i n d  i s  t h e  c ommon  way.  I  t h i nk 
I  have  in  th i s  Vo lume,  ju s t i f y ’d  the  Noncon f o r m i t y 
o f  t h e  P e op l e ,  and  cannot  bu t  e s t eem the  Grounds 
so l id  tha t  a re  here  propos ’d ,  even tho ’ you shou ld 
still have different Apprehentions.

A s  f o r  E p i s c o p a l  O rd i n a t i o n ,  w i t h o u t  d o u b t , 
’t i s  l aw f u l .  Tha t  i s ,  a  Man  i s  a s  va l i d  a  M in i s t e r 
tha t  ha s  the  Hands  o f  a  Bi shop l a id  on h im jo in t- 
l y  w i t h  t h o s e  o f  P r e s by t e r s ;  a s  h e  t h a t  h a s  t h e 
H a n d s  o f  P r e s by t e r s  o n l y.  B u t  i f  yo u  m e a n  by 
i t s  b e i n g  l aw f u l ,  t h a t  i t  i s  j u s t i f i a b l e  t o  c o m e 
unde r.  t ho s e  Bond s  t o  comp l y  w i t h  un s c r i p t u r a l 
Impo s i t i on s ,  a s  t he  B i shop s  i n s i s t  on  i n  t he  c a s e 
o f  a l l  t h a t  t h ey  O rd a i n ,  I  a m  n o t  c o nv i n c ’d  o f 
i t :  I  c ou l d  no t  s e e  i t  l aw fu l  f o r  me,  a nd  t h e re - 
f o r e  I  c o u l d  n o t  y i e l d  t o  i t .  T h e  C i r c u m s t a n c e s
 A a which
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wh i ch  you  c a l l  Ac c i d e n t a l ,  a p p e a r ’d  t o  me  s o  t o 
a l t e r  t he  Ac t i on ,  a s  t o  make  i t  un l aw fu l .  Bu t  be 
I t  a s  i t  w i l l  a s  t o  th a t ,  t he  Po in t  th a t  I  deba t ed , 
wa s  no t  whe t h e r  Ep i s c op a l  O rd i n a t i o n  wa s  l a w - 
f u l ,  bu t  whe the r  i t  wa s  n e c e s s a r y ;  and  whe the r  i t 
wa s  so  nece s s a r y  a s  tha t  i t  mus t  be  superadded  to 
a  P re s by t e r i an  Ord in a t i on ,  a g re e ab l e  t o  t h e  Go- 
s p e l  Ru l e ;  a nd  whe the r  s u ch  a  Re-o rd i n a t i on  i s 
r e a l l y  j u s t i f i a b l e .  Had  I  s o  d ive r t e d  a s  you  h e re 
h ave  d o n e  f ro m  t h e  t h i n g  i n  d e b a t e ,  I  h a d  m e t 
w i th  s t r ange  Exc l ama t i on s .  Bu t  I  l e ave  you  you r 
liberty.

You  t e l l  me  my  Hi s t o r y  o f  Sub s c r i p t i o n s  i s  o f  n o 
c on c e r n  t o  t h e  Deba t e  b e twe en  u s,  bu t  ra t h e r  t e nd s  t o 
r e v i v e  f o r m e r  A n i m o s i t i e s .  Yo u r  r e a s o n  i s  v e r y 
p e cu l i a r .  Sup p o s i n g ,  s ay  you ,  t h e  S u b s c r i p t i o n  r e - 
q u i r e d  i n  16 0 3 ,  h a t h  b e e n  e s t e e m e d  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e 
Di f f i c u l t y,  i t  w i l l  no t  p r ove  e i t h e r  t ha t  t h e  Ob j e c t i on s 
a g a i n s t  i t  a r e  r e a s o n a b l e,  o r  t h a t  y o u  a r e  o b l i g e d  t o 
f o l l ow  you r  P r e d e c e s s o r s  i n  t h e i r  Op in i on s  c on c e r n i n g 
o r  tha t  you mus t  s epa ra t e  f r om the  Chur c h  o f  Eng land . 
Bu t ,  doe s  i t  the re fo re  fo l low the  Deba te  be tween 
us  i s  uuconcer n ’d  in  i t ?  I s  not  the  Subs c r i p t i on  r e - 
q u i r ’d  i n  16 03,  t h e  ve r y  s a m e  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  r e - 
qu i r ’d  s i n c e  16 62 ?  And  i f  i t  h a s  b e en  ma t t e r  o f 
D i f f i c u l t y  a l l  a l ong ,  why  s hou l d  you  i n t ima t e  i t 
ha s  no t  been  so?  Be s ide s ,  Does  no t  the  Hi s to r y  I 
have g iven of  Subscr ip t ions ,  mani fe s t  your  Church 
t o  b e  o f  a n  i m p o s i n g  S p i r i t ?  N a y,  i s  i t  n o t 
thence  ev iden t ,  t h a t  the  Sp i r i t  o f  Impos i t i on  ha s 
b e en  g r adua l l y  imp rov ing  i n  i t ?  Tho  you  s e e  no 
f o r c e  i n  i t ,  yo u  m u s t  a l l ow  m e  a n d  o t h e r s  t o 
t h i nk  t h i s  a  good  A r gumen t  f o r  ou r  Cau t i on  a - 
ga in s t  comply ing  wi th  i t ,  l e s t  i t  r i s e  to  a  ye t  f a r - 
ther height.

I  c an  s ay,  I  d i d  n o t  know  t h a t  you  spake  on ly  o f 
t h e  e j e c t e d  and  p r e s e n t  Non c on f o r m in g  Min i s t e r s ;  f o r 
you  h ad  no t  any  l im i t a t i on  t o  con f i n e  wha t  you
  said
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s a i d  t o  t h e m .  B u t  I  c a n  b e l i e ve  yo u  w h e n  yo u 
t e l l  m e  s o ;  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  s u p p o s i n g  t h a t  m i g h t 
be  your  Sense,  you  may  remember  I  to ld  you  be- 
f o r e ,  t h a t  t h e  D e b a t e  a b o u t  A s s e n t  a n d  C o n s e n t , 
wh i c h  c omp r e h e n d s  t h e  o t h e r  u n d e r  i t ,  h a t h  m a d e  a 
pa r t i cu l a r  in s i s t ing  on  the  Subscr ip t ion t h e  l e s s  ne ed- 
f u l .  And  ye t  I  t h i nk  my  H i s t o r y  o f  Sub s c r p t i on s 
in  your  Church proper  enough,  to  show how g ra- 
dua l ly  she,  ha s  p roceeded in  a  way  o f  Impos i t ion , 
t i l l  s h e  c ame  t o  t h i s  As s e n t  a nd  Co n s e n t ,  wh i c h 
s i n c e  16 6 2 ,  h a s  o c c a s i o n ’d  s o  m u c h  D e b a t e .  I 
don ’t  much  wonde r  i ndeed  you  a re  f o r  f o r g e t t i n g 
such  pa s t  t h ing s  a s  the se :  But  I  can ’t  s ee  any  rea- . 
s o n  we  h ave  t o  f o r g e t  t h e  Work i n g s  o f  t h a t  r i - 
gorous  impos ing  Sp i r i t  in  fo r mer  t imes ,  whi l e  we 
f i nd  s o  much  o f  i t  i n  ou r  own  Day s :  No r  c an  I 
t h i nk  t h ey  i n  e a r ne s t  s t u dy  P e a c e  a n d  Cha r i t y ,  a t 
l e a s t  in  the  manner  and  to  the  deg ree  they  ought 
t o  do,  who  a re  f o r  s u ch  a  Fo r g e t f u l n e s s  o f  p a s t 
Tr a n s a c t i o n s ,  a s  t e n d s  t o  c h e r i s h  t h a t  S p i r i t  o f 
I m p o s i t i o n ,  w h i c h  h a s  e ve r  b e e n  t h e  b a n e  o f 
P e a c e  a n d  C h a r i t y ,  a n d  eve r  w i l l .  A n d  t h o ’ yo u 
have  ove r look ’d  i t ,  ye t  I  th ink  I  have  o f f e red  ve- 
r y  g o o d  R e a s o n ,  w hy  t h e  S u b s c r i p t i o n  m i g h t  b e 
e s t e emed  a  con s i de r ab l e  D i f f i cu l t y,  even  by  such 
a s  have  t h ou gh t  t h e  Common-P raye r -Book ,  a s  to  the 
ma in  o f  i t ,  t o l e r a b l y  f i t  t o  b e  u s e d  i n  t h e  Pu b l i c k 
Service of God.

Had  I  g iven  no  o t h e r,  I  t h i nk  t h i s  m i gh t  s u f - 
f i c e,  th a t  p iou s  Pe r son s  f rom one  Pe r iod  to  ano- 
ther,  tho’ they have used the main of the Common- 
P r aye r -Book ,  h ave  been  wor r y ’d  and  p ro s e cu t ed , 
f o r  o m i t t i n g  a n d  a l t e r i n g  s u c h  t h i n g s  a s  t h e y 
t h o u g h t  t h e y  h a d  j u s t  c a u s e  t o  s c r u p l e .  I f  s o , 
who can  wonder  i t  shou ld  be  ma t t e r  o f  d i f f i cu l ty 
to  them,  in  such  th ing s ,  to  v io l a t e  the i r  Consc i - 
ence s ,  by  obl i g ing  themse lve s  to  an  en t i re  u se  o f 
t h a t  Book ,  a c co rd ing  to  the  i n t en t  o f  t ho s e  who
 A a 2 urg’d
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u r g ’d  t h e  S u b s c r i p t i o n .  B u t  yo u  h ave  g i ve n  m e 
t h e  r e a s o n  o f  yo u r  ove r l o o k i n g  t h i s ,  w h e n  yo u 
d e c l a r e  you r  un e a s i n e s s  a t  b e i n g  pu t  i n  m i n d  o f 
s u ch  t h i ng s ,  a s  t h e s e .  Bu t  i f  you  w i l l  unde r t a ke 
to  de f end  a  Church  who se  Me thod s  a re  un s c r i p - 
t u r a l ,  you  mus t  expec t  t o  he a r  o f  t he  unwa r r an- 
t a b l ene s s  o f  h e r  Me thod s ;  a nd  mu s t  ch a r g e  you r 
u n e a s i n e s s  u p o n  yo u r  u n h a p p i n e s s ,  t h a t  yo u  a r e 
engaged in the defence of so bad a Cause.

I  ow n e d  t o  yo u  b e f o r e ,  t h a t  t h e  D e c l a r a t i o n 
o f  A s s e n t  a nd  Con s en t  i s  u s h e re d  i n  w i t h  t h e s e 
Wo rd s ,  T h a t  e v e r y  o n e  s h a l l  p u b l i c i t y  d e c l a r e  h i s 
u n f e i g n e d ,  A s s e n t  a n d  C o n s e n t  t o  t h e  [ U s e ]  o f  a l l 
t h i n g s  c o n t a i n e d  a n d  p r e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e s e  Wo rd s  a n d 
n o  o t h e r .  W h i c h  f a i r l y  a d m i t s  o f  t h i s  S e n s e : 
Tha t  whe re a s  i n  f o r mer  t ime s  Pe r son s  wou ld  o f - 
t en  s ub s c r i b e,  t h a t  t h e y  w ou l d  u s e  t h e  f o r m  i n  t h e 
s a i d  Bo ok  p r e s c r i b ’d  i n  p u b l i c k  P raye r,  a n d  Adm in i - 
s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  S a c r am en t s,  a n d  n o n e  o t h e r ,  a nd  ye t 
wou ld  omi t ,  va r y,  and  cu r t a i l  t he  s eve r a l  O f f i c e s 
a s  t h ey  s aw  O c c a s i o n ,  by  way  o f  P r eve n t i o n  i t 
wa s  s o  c o n t r i ve d ,  t h a t  a l l  s h o u l d  b e  o b l i g e d  a - 
b ove  S u b s c r i p t i o n ,  t o  a g r e e  t o  t h e  u s e  o f  t h i s 
Book  i n  s u ch  a  Fo r m  o f  Word s ,  a s  wa s  t hough t 
mo s t  l i ke l y  t o  d e t e r  Con s c i en t i ou s  Pe r s on s  f rom 
s u c h  a  P r a c t i c e .  T h e  S u b s c r i p t i o n  o b l i g e d  t o  a 
b a r e  U s e ;  bu t  n ow  s ay  t h e  I m p o s e r s ,  yo u  s h a l l 
d e c l a re  f o r  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  Common-P r aye r,  &c. 
i n  s u ch  a  Fo r m o f  Word s ,  a s  s h a l l  imp l y  an  Ap- 
p r o b a t i o n .  T h e  L e g i s l a t o r s  b y  m e n t i o n i n g  t h e 
Use  in  th i s  Case  don’t  conf ine  th e  As s en t  and  Con- 
s e n t  t o  t h a t  on l y.  Th i s  i s  p l a i n  f rom  t h e i r  men- 
t i o n i n g  m o r e ,  e ve n  A p p r o b a t i o n  i n  t h e  C a s e  o f 
L e c t u re r s :  B u t  o n l y  t h ey  i n t i m a t e ,  t h a t  a l l  M i - 
n i s t e r s  mu s t  s o  de c l a re  f o r  t h e  Us e  o f  t h e  Com- 
mon-P r aye r  Book  f rom  t h a t  t ime  f o rwa rd ,  a s  t o 
g ive  t h e  Chu rch  A s su r ance,  t h a t  t h ey  wou ld  no t 
by  the i r  Omi s s ion s ,  A l t e r a t i on s ,  and  Mut i l a t i on s ,
  dis-
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d i scover  a  Di sapproba t ion o f  any  Par t  or  Sentence 
o f  t h a t  Book  t o  t h e  e n t i r e  l i f e  o f  wh i c h  i t  wa s 
i n t e n d e d  t h ey  s h o u l d  b e  c o n f i n e d .  A n d  t h o u g h 
the  Use  shou ld  be  ment ioned  twenty  t imes  in  the 
Act ,  and  the  Approba t i on  bu t  once,  I  shou ld  th ink 
i t  t h e n c e  ev i d e n t ,  t h a t  t h e  A s s e n t  a n d  C o n s e n t 
wa s  i n t ended  t o  e x c l ude  s u ch  a s  d i s a p p r o v e d  a ny 
p a r t  o f  t h e  P r e s c r i b ’d  L i t u r g y,  o r  o f  a ny  o f  i t s 
Offices.

I  a r g u e  n o t  f ro m  a  p r o b a b i l i t y  a g a i n s t  e x p r e s s 
Wo rd s .  O t h e r s  m ay  t a ke  t h a t  M e t h o d ,  t h a t  f i n d 
t h e i r  C a u s e  n e e d s  i t .  U s e  wa s  r e q u i r e d  b e f o r e 
A p p r o b a t i o n  e v e r  wa s .  W h e n  t h e n  I  ow n  Pe r - 
s on s  we re  now ob l i g ed  to  dec l a re  f o r  t he  Use  i n 
s u c h  Wo r d s  a s  a m o u n t e d  t o  a n  A p p r o b a t i o n ,  I 
don’t  s ay  they were  not  to  Use  i t  which the  Words 
e x p r e s s ,  bu t  t h ey  we r e  t o  d o  m o re  t h e n  u s e  i t ; 
t h e y  we r e  t o  a p p rove  o f  a l l  a n d  e v e r y  t h i n g  i n 
i t .  I  a m  f a r  f r o m  i n t i m a t i n g  t h a t  b e c a u s e  t h e 
U s e  o f  t h e  C o m m o n - P r aye r  B o o k  wa s  r e q u i r e d 
be fo re,  i t  m igh t  no t  b e  requ i red  a g a in  by  a  new 
A c t  o f  Pa r l i a m e n t :  B u t  I  m u s t  c o n f e s s  I  t h i n k 
i t  ve r y  u n l i ke l y,  i f  t h ey  h a d  i n t e n d e d  n o  m o re 
than  the  ba re  Use  th a t  the  Sub s c r i p t i on  be fo re  re - 
qu i red  engaged  to,  they  shou ld  add  a  Ve rba l  De- 
c l a r a t i o n ,  i n  s u c h  P h r a s e s  a s  a m o u n t  t o  a n  e n - 
t i r e  App r o b a t i o n .  I t  s e em s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  D e s i g n 
o f  t h e  Leg i s l a t o r s ,  not  on ly  t o  b r ing  Men unde r  g r e a - 
t e r  a n d  m o r e  s o l e m n  O b l i g a t i o n s  t o  a  c o n s t a n t  U s e 
o f  i t ;  bu t  t o  ob l i g e  t h em  t o  s u ch  a n  en t i r e  U s e 
o f  ever y  Pa r t  and  Phra se  a s  shou ld  l eave  no  room 
f o r  a n  E x c u s e  u p o n  a  P re t e n c e  o f  d i s a p p rov i n g 
a ny  t h i n g  i n  i t ,  w h i c h  h a d  b e f o r e  b e e n  u s u a l . 
Th i s  I  th ink  more  than  the  Subsc r ip t ion  amount- 
ed  to.  But  I  pe rce ive  I  mus t  be  cau t iou s ;  becau se 
yo u  t a l k  o f  my  a n s w e r i n g  f o r  my  R e f l e x i o n s  u p o n 
t h e  L e g i s l a t o r s :  A n  I n s i n u a t i o n  t h a t  a s  f a r  a s  I 
c an  j udge  i s  a s  l i t t l e  l i ke l y  t o  s e r ve  you r  Cau s e,
 A a 3 as
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a s  i t  i s  t o  p romo t e  t h a t  Pe a c e  and  Cha r i t y,  t h a t 
Candor  and  Len i t y  o f  wh i ch  you  some t ime s  p ro- 
fess your self so studious.

I  t h ink  I  h ave  su f f i c i en t l y  p rov ’d  f rom the  Le- 
g i s l a t o r s  t h emse l ve s ,  t h a t  more  t h an  Us e  wa s  i n - 
t e n d e d  b y  t h i s  D e c l a r a t i o n .  Yo u  t e l l  m e  yo u 
h ave  h e a rd  t h e  Tru t h  o f  my  A c c o u n t  mu c h  c o n t e s t - 
e d .  B u t  a s  l o n g  a s  i t  h a s  n o t  b e e n  by  a ny  t h a t 
have  conusu l ted  the  Jour na l  o f  the  Lords ,  ’t i s  we l l 
enough .  I n  t h i s  c a s e  t h e re  wa s  no t  t h e  l e a s t  o c - 
c a s ion  fo r  r e vok i n g  and ,  r e p e a l i n g  t h e  Pa ra g raph s  i n 
t h e  Ac t  o f  Un i f o r m i t y,  t h a t  d e c l a re  f o r  t h e  Us e 
o f  the  Common-Praye r,  bu t  s ee ing  some  o f  them 
had  no t  been  con f in ’d  to  ba re  u s e ,  bu t  had  men- 
t i on ’d  app r o b a t i o n  a l s o,  and  requ i r ’d  a  ve rba l  De- 
c l a r a t i o n  t o  b e  m a d e  i n  Wo rd s ,  t h a t  a m o u n t e d 
t o  a  c o m p l e a t  A p p ro b a t i o n ,  i t  wa s  r e q u i s i t e ,  i f 
t h ey  d i d  i n t end  a  b a r e  u s e ,  t h a t  i t  s hou ld  be  de - 
c l a r ’d .  A n d  t h i s  i s  w h a t  w a s  a i m ’d  a t  b y  t h e 
Lo rd s ,  and  wou ld  h ave  pu t  t he  Ma t t e r  ou t  o f  a l l 
que s t i on ,  h ad  t he  Commons  concu r r ’d :  Bu t  t h ey 
r e f u s i n g  t o  a l l ow  o f  b a r e  u s e  a s  s u f f i c i e n t ,  a n d 
d r aw ing  ove r  a  Ma jo r i t y  o f  t h e  Lo rd s  t o  a  con - 
c u r r e n c e  w i t h  t h e m ,  i n  e f f e c t  d e t e r m i n ’d ,  t h a t 
they  who  pu t  tha t  s en se  upon  the  Dec l a r a t ion  o f 
A s s e n t  a nd  Con s en t ,  t h a t  i t  wa s  t o  t h e  b a r e  u s e 
and  no  more,  l e av ing  Pe r son s  s t i l l  room fo r  d i s - 
a p p rov i h g  a ny  t h i n g  c o n t a i n ’d  o r  p r e s c r i b ’d  i n 
t h e  Common-P r aye r -Book ,  w re t ched l y  m i s i n t e r - 
p re t  i t ,  and  a s sume  to  themse lve s  a  Power  o f  i n - 
t e r p re t ing  con t r a r y  to  the  Leg i s l a to r s  themse lve s . 
And  th i s  appea r s  f rom my Accoun t ,  wh ich  I  f i nd 
p u t s  yo u  a  l i t t l e  t o  i t ;  o r  a t  l e a s t  wo u l d  s o m e 
o t h e r  M e n ,  i f  t h e y  we r e  i n  yo u r  c a s e .  I f  yo u 
can  put  i t  o f f  wi th  s ay ing ,  i t  i s  bu t  an  Opin i on  o f 
L o r d s  a n d  C o m m o n s ,  n o t  a n  A c t ,  w h i l e  y o u 
know  i t  d i r e c t l y  ove r t h row s  t h a t  Op i n i o n  wh i ch 
you  de fend ;  o r  i f  you  can  evade  i t ,  by  rep re sen t -
  ing
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i n g  t h a t  a s  a  p r i va t e  S t o r y ,  w h i c h  wa s  a  m a t t e r 
no t o r i ou s  t o  s u ch  a s  l i v ’d  a t  t h a t  t i me,  a n d  f o r 
s a t i s f ac t ion in  which you a re  re fe r red  to  the  mos t 
a u t h e n t i c k  E v i d e n c e  c o n c e iva b l e ;  i f  t h e s e  l i t t l e 
A r t s  a f f o rd  you  any  Re l i e f ,  I  envy  you  no t  you r 
s a t i s f a c t i o n .  I  s h a l l  r e f e r  yo u  f a r t h e r  o n  t h i s 
Head  to  wha t  I  h ave  re tu r n ’d  to  Mr.  Ol ly f f e ,  t ho 
I must;  confess  I  think i t  to l i t t le purpose to argue, 
w h e r e  s o  d e c i s i ve  a n  E v i d e n c e  i s  s o  o d d l y  c a - 
vil’d at.

A s  f o r  L e c t u r e r s ,  t h e  A c t  e x p r e s l y  r e q u i r e s , 
tha t  they  de c l a r e  t h e i r  As s en t  and  Cons en t  un t o,  and 
[ A p p r o b a t i o n ]  o f  t h e  B o o k  o f  C o m m o n - P r ay e r ;  a n d 
s i n c e  you  own ,  t h a t  i t  wa s  n o t  d e s i g n ’d  t h a t  t h e y 
s h ou l d  b e  mo r e  h a rd ly  pu t  t o  i t  t h an  o t h e r s ;  i t  mus t 
f o l l ow,  t h a t  A p p r o b a t i o n ,  a s  we l l  a s  A s s e n t  a n d 
Consent  to  the  Use ,  i s  requir ’d in the case  of  other s 
a l s o .  A n d  t h e r e f o r e  I  d o n ’ t  u n d e r s t a n d  y o u 
w h e n  yo u  t e l l  m e ,  t h a t  o u t  o f  a  s e n s e  o f  yo u r 
Duty  t o  r e g a rd  t h e  A c t  i t  s e l f,  y o u  c a nn o t  g i v e  y ou r 
A s s e n t  a n d  Con s e n t  t o  a ny  t h i n g  bu t  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e 
Common -P raye r -Bo ok :  Fo r  s i n ce  a pp r o b a t i o n  wh i ch 
i s  m o r e  t h a n  u s e ,  i s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  yo u r  ow n 
Conces s ion ,  requi r ’d  not  on ly  o f  Lec turer s ,  but  o f 
a l l  t h a t  m a ke  t h e  D e c l a r a t i o n ,  by  t h e  A c t  t h a t 
requ i re s  i t ,  I  s hou ld  t h ink  you r  r e g a rd  t o  t h e  A c t 
i t  s e l f  s hou l d  i nduc e  you  t o  s u ch  an  A s s en t  a nd 
Consen t .  to  u s e ,  a s  c a r r y ’d  in  i t  an  app r o ba t i on  o f 
a l l  a n d  e ve r y  t h i n g  c o n t a i n ’d  a n d  p r e s c r i b ’d , 
w i t hou t  e x c ep t i on ;  e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  t h e re  i s  no - 
th ing  in  the  Ac t  which  con f ine s  i t  to  us e  on ly ,  a s 
you would insinuate.

Th i s  Repre sen t a t ion  ca r r i e s  no t  in  i t  any  th ing 
o f  a  Con t r a d i c t i o n .  Fo r  t h e re  i s  no  i n con s i s t e n c e 
i n  t h e  Wo r l d ,  f o r  Pe r s o n s  t o  d e c l a r e  t h e i r  A s - 
s en s  and  Con sen t  t o  the  u s e  o f  t he  who l e  Com- 
mon-P r aye r -Book ,  i n  s u ch  Word s  a s  s i gn i f i e  a n . 
App roba t i on  o f  a l l  a nd  eve r y  t h i ng  t h e re i n  con-
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t a i n ’d  a nd  p re s c r i b ’d :  And  t ho ’ s ome  come  w i t h 
the i r  s o f t  I n t e r p r e t a t i on s ,  by  which  they  encourage 
themse l ve s  and  o the r s ,  t o  A s s en t  and  Con sen t  t o 
the  u se  o f  a l l  and  eve r y  th ing  con t a in ’d  and  p re- 
s c r i b ’d ,  i n  a  B o o k  t h a t  c o n t a i n s  a n d  p r e s c r i b e s 
s ome  t h i n g s  t h ey  don ’t  a pp rove  o f ,  a nd  may  s a - 
t i s f i e  t h e i r  Con s c i e n c e s  when  t h ey  h ave  done,  ye t 
t i l l  I  b e t t e r  unde r s t a nd  t h e i r  P r i n c i p l e s ,  I  mu s t 
beg  l e ave  to  d i f f e r  f rom the i r  P r a c t i c e.  Tho ’ you 
may be able unfe igned ly  to Assent  and Consent ,  and 
A p p rove ,  ye t  i t  d o e s  n o t  t h e r e f o r e  f o l l ow,  t h a t 
o t h e r s  mu s t  b e  a b l e  t o  d o  s o  t o o.  A n d  i f  t h ey 
c an ’t  do  i t  un f e i g n e d ly ,  t h en  i f  t h ey  a re  p reva i l ’d 
w i t h  t o  d o  i t ,  i t  mu s t  b e  f e i g n e d l y .  A n d  t o  d e - 
c l a re  a s  much ,  i s  ne i the r  a  l ud i c r o u s  and  b an t e r i n g 
p i e c e  o f  Wi t ;  nor  c an  I  s ee  bu t  tha t  ’t i s  ve r y  f a i r - 
l y  r e c o n c i l e a b l e ,  t o  g o o d  S e n s e ,  g o o d  M a n n e r 
and a  good Cons c i ence  too .  And therefore you.  might 
s p a r e  yo u r  R e p r o o f  f o r  a  b e t t e r  o c c a s i o n .  I t 
mos t  be  a  d i f f i cu l ty  (whether  you,  may th ink f i t  to 
a l low fo r  i t  o r  no)  to  in s i s t  upon i t ,  tha t  Pe r sons 
s hou l d  un f e i g n e d ly  d e c l a re  t h e i r  As s e n t ,  Con s e n t , 
and  App r o b a t i o n ,  t o  a l l  and  eve r y  th ing  con t a in ’d 
and  p re s c r i b ’d  i n  a  Book ,  i n  wh i ch  the re  a re  s e - 
ve ra l  th ing s  tha t  tha t  they  can  by  no  means  ag ree 
to, or approve of.

A  M a n  m ay  b e  c o n t e n t  t o  u s e  s e ve r a l  t h i n g s 
wh i ch  he  c an ’t  un f e i g n e d ly  a p p r o v e  o f .  Th i s  i s  no 
s t r a n g e  Supp o s i t i o n .  I t  a c t u a l l y  wa s  t h e  c a s e  w i t h 
m a n y  o f  t h e  P u r i t a n s ;  a n d  w h a t  t h e y  g ro a n e d 
u n d e r  a s  t h e i r  B u r d e n .  A s  f a r  i n d e e d  a s  t h e y 
p r o m i s e d  c o m p l i a n c e ,  t h e y  g a v e  i t :  B u t  i t  w a s 
t h e i r  B u r d e n  t o  b e  u n d e r  s u c h  C o n f i n e m e n t s . 
And  tho ’ t h ey  comp ly ’d  many  o f  t h em,  s o  f a r  a s 
to  u se  g re a t  pa r t  o f  the  L i tu rgy,  ye t  I  ha rd ly  be- 
l i eve  they  wou ld  eve r  h ave  been  induc ’d  to  h ave 
dec l a red  the i r  un fe igned As sent ,  Consent  and  Ap- 
p rob a t i on ,  t o  a l l  a nd  eve r y  t h i n g  con t a i n ed  and
  pre-
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p r e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  C o m m o n  P r aye r - B o o k .  T h ey 
mu s t  h ave  a c t e d  f e i g n e d l y ,  i .  e .  t h ey  mu s t  h ave 
c o n t r a d i c t e d  t h e  i n wa r d  s e n s e  o f  t h e i r  M i n d s , 
h a d  t h ey  d o n e  i t .  W h e n  I  s ay  t h e  g u a r d ,  o f  t h i s 
Wo rd  u n f e i g n e d  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  n e e d f u l ,  h a d 
t h e  U s e  o n ly  b e e n  h e r e  i n t e n d e d  y ou  n e e d  n o t  b e  a t 
a  l o s s  f o r  my  m e a n i n g :  Fo r  I  d o n ’t  d e i i r e  P e o p l e 
shou ld  be l i eve  tha t  i t  i s  Nonsen c e  t o  make  an  un f e i gn- 
e d  p r om i s e  t o  l i f e  t h i s  B o o k ;  bu t  I  i n t end  t h e reby 
t o  i n t i m a t e ,  t h a t  i f  t h e y  u n f e i g n e d l y  d e c l a r e 
they ’ l l  no t  on ly  u s e ,  bu t  th a t  they  app rove  o f  a l l 
a nd  eve r y  t h ing  con t a i ned  and  p re s c r i b ed  i n  t h e 
C o m m o n - P r aye r - B o o k ,  w h i l e  t h e r e  a r e  s e ve r a l 
t h i n g s  i n  i t  t h ey  r e a l l y  d i s l i ke ,  t h ey  a c t  i n c o n - 
sistently.

Tho ’ Men  may  f o r  c e r t a i n  re a son s  b e  p reva i l ’d 
w i th  t o  u s e  wha t  t h ey  don ’t  much  l i ke,  ye t  t h ey 
c an ’t  un f e i g n ed ly  dec l a re  the i r  app r o b a t i on  o f  wha t 
t h ey  d i s l i ke ,  a nd  a f t  c on s i s t e n t l y  w i t h  t h a t  S im - 
p l i c i t y  a n d  God ly  S i n c e r i t y ,  wh i ch  t h e  Go spe l  re - 
q u i r e s .  A n d  h e re i n  t h i s  D e c l a r a t i o n  d i f f e r s  f ro m 
t h e  S u b s c r i p t i o n  t h a t  wa s  r e q u i r e d  b e f o r e .  T h a t 
wa s  t o  b e  e x  a n i m o .  A l l  t h a t  s u b s c r i b e d  we r e 
h e a r t i l y  t o  d e c l a r e ,  b y  a  W r i t i n g  u n d e r  t h e i r 
H a n d s ,  t h e i r  i n t e n t i o n  t o  u s e  t h e  B o o k :  B u t 
t h i s  Ac t  re qu i re s  a n  un f e i gned  Dec l a r a t i on ,  t h a t 
r i s e s  a s  h i g h  a s  a n  a p p r o b a t i o n ,  o f  a l l  a n d  eve r y 
t h i n g  C o n t a i n e d  a n d  p r e s c r i b e d .  I  a m  s o r r y  t o 
f i nd  you  t h i nk  i t  wo r th  you r  wh i l e  t o  l ay  s t re s s 
u p o n  s u c h  p o o r  E va s i o n s  a s  f i l l  yo u r  D i s c o u r s e 
under this Head.

Assent  and Consent  barely to use ,  i s  not,  in s tr ict- 
nes s  o f  Speech,  proper.  You say they  a r e  in  th i s  Ac t 
b o t h  app ly ’d  t o  t h e  u s e  o f  t h i s  L i t u r gy ;  and  so  they 
a re  t o  t h e  App r o b a t i o n  o f  i t ,  wh i ch  I  t a ke  t o  b e 
a s  m a t e r i a l  a s  a n y  t h i n g  i n  t h e  A c t ,  e s p e c i a l l y 
when  t he  Dec l a r a t i on  i s  s o  wo rded ,  a s  o f  i t  s e l f 
and  ab s t r a c t ed l y  con s ide red  to  amount  to  a  p l a in
  Appro-
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A p p ro b a t i o n .  I  d o n ’t  q u e s t i o n  i t s  b e i n g  c u s t o - 
ma r y  i n  Fo r m s  o f  L aw  t o  a p p ly  tw o  o r  mo r e  Wo rd s 
wh i c h  have  d i f f e r en c e  in  th e i r  s i gn i f i c a t i on ,  t o  one  and 
th e  s ame  th ing :  But  i f  be s ide s  c on s en t ing  to  u se  or- 
d i n a r i l y  s u c h  O f f i c e s  a s  a r e  p r e s c r i b e d ,  I  mu s t 
g ive  s u ch  an  As s e n t  t o  a l l  a nd  eve r y  t h i n g  con - 
t a i n e d  a n d  p r e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  C o m m o n - P r aye r - 
B o o k ,  a s  t h e  A c t  i t  s e l f  i n t i m a t e s ,  i s  t o  b e  e - 
s t e e m e d  A p p r o b a t i o n ;  i n  s u c h  a  c a s e  I  m ay  ve r y 
ju s t l y  que s t ion  whether  Ass en t i n g  be  no t  d i f f e ren t 
from Consenting.

I n  t h i s  I  s p e ak  p l a i n l y  and  w i thou t  Hype r b o l e s , 
a t  w h i c h  yo u  a r e  s o  mu c h  o f f e n d e d .  T h o u g h ,  I 
mus t  con fe s s ,  when  I  wa s  g iv ing  the  s en se  o f  the 
e jec ted Mini s te r s ,  I  can ’t  see  why I  might  not  use 
t h e i r  Wo rd s .  A n d  i f  I  t o o k  yo u  a s  s p e a k i n g  t o 
me,  when  you  dec l a re  you  sp ake  to  them,  i t  i s  a 
Mi s t ake  wh i ch  I  b e l i eve  mo s t  o the r s  wou ld  h ave 
r u n  i n t o ;  e s p e c i a l l y  c o n s i d e r i n g ,  t h a t  t h o ’ yo u 
te l l  me when  you  sp eak  o f  me  pa r t i c u l a r ly,  you  sp eak 
mo s t  c ommon ly  i n  t h e  t h i rd  P e r s o n ,  ye t  you  c anno t 
tell me ’tis always so.

A s  f o r  D r.  Swad l i n ,  h e  i s  no t  s u ch  a  p o o r  n e g - 
l e c t e d  Au t h o r  a s  yo u  r e p r e s e n t  h i m .  M a ny  S e r - 
mons  on  the  30 th  o f  Janua r y  t h a t  have  been  bor - 
rowe d  f ro m  h i m ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  t h e  m o s t  f r a g r a n t 
F l owe r s  o f  w h i c h  h ave  f ro m  Ye a r  t o  Ye a r  b e e n 
p i ck ’d  ou t  o f  h i s  Ga rden ,  ev i dence  t he  con t r a r y. 
We r e  I  t o  j u d g e  f ro m  t h e n c e ,  I  s h o u l d  r e c ko n 
h im a  c e l eb r a t ed  Au tho r  i n  you r  Church .  I  l ook 
upon  h im a s  the  Pe r son  tha t  f i r s t  s t a r t ed  the  Pa- 
ra l l e l  be tween King Char l e s  I .  and our  Ble s sed Sa- 
v i o u r ,  o f  w h i c h  m a ny  h ave  S i n c e  d i s c ove r ’d  s o 
g r e a t  a  f o n d n e s s :  A n d  m a n y  o f  h i s  p a r t i c u l a r 
F l i gh t s  have  s ince  been  so  f requen t l y  u sed  in  the 
Pu l p i t s  upon  t h a t  Ann ive r s a r y,  wh i ch  s ome  Men 
r e c ko n  g ive s  t h e m  a  l i b e r t y  t o  r a i l  a t  p l e a s u re , 
tha t  I  th ink ver i ly  you had not  be s t  go  too f a r  in
  running
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r unn ing  h im down,  i f  he  wa s  in  a  F renzy  in  one 
S e r m o n ,  w hy  n o t  i n  t h e  r e s t ?  A n d  i f  s o ,  w hy 
h a s  h e  b e en  s o  much  u s e d ?  Bu t  i t  s e em s  i t  wa s 
a n  i n e x c u s a b l e  f a u l t  t o  d r a w  i n  s u c h  a  r i d i c u l o u s 
Q u o t a t i o n  o u t  o f  a  d i s t r a c t e d  A u t h o r ,  N o t  m o r e 
i n e x c u s a b l e ,  I  t h i n k  ve r i l y,  t h a n  f o r  m a n y  o f 
your  Church  to  t r an sc r ibe  ou t  o f  h im Pa s s age s  a s 
r i d i c u l o u s ,  i n t o  t h e i r  30 t h  o f  J a n u a r y  S e r m o n s . 
My  Behav iou r,  you  t e l l  me,  wa s  un j u s t  a n d  un b e - 
c o m i n g .  Tr u l y,  S i r ,  t h o s e  Wo rd s  a f f e c t  m e  l e s s , 
becau se,  a s  f a r  a s  I  c an  judge  by  the  who le  t r a in 
o f  you r  D i s c ou r s e ,  yon  a re  h a rd l y  l i ke  t o  t h i nk 
my  B e h av i o u r  j u s t  o r  b e c o m i n g ,  t i l l  I  h ave  t h e 
s ame  Vene r a t i on  f o r  t h e  d i s c r im in a t i n g  Pa r t i c u - 
l a r i t i e s  o f  yo u r  C h u r c h ,  a s  yo u  h ave ;  w h i c h  1 
quite despair of.

W h i c h  way  wo u l d  yo u  h ave  h a d  m e  s i g n i f y ’d 
my  d i s l i k e ?  Yo u  yo u r  s e l f  d o n ’t  s u p p o s e  I  a p - 
p rove d  w h a t  I  q u o t e d  o u t  o f  h i m .  M y  a i m  i n 
i n s e r t i n g  i t  wa s  t o  conv i n c e  Peop l e  wha t  e x t r a - 
v a g a n t  I d o l i z e r s  o f  t h e  C o m m o n - P r aye r  m i g h t 
r u n  i n t o .  I n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  i t  h a s  a n s we r ’d  m y 
end ;  wh i ch  I  c a n ’t  f o r b e a r  own ing  i s  t o  my  s a - 
t i s f a c t i on ,  a s  much  a s  you  a re  d i s gu s t e d  a t  i t .  I 
d o n ’ t  t h i n k  e v e r y  e x t r a v a g a n t  d i s t r a c t e d  M a n s 
Wr i t i n g s  wo r t h  t h e  l o o k i n g  a f t e r ;  and  the re fo re  am 
so r r y  h i s  h ave  been  look ’d  a f t e r  so  much  a s  they 
have ;  nor  because  he  wa s  no t  c en su r ed  and  h i s  Book 
supp r e s s ed ,  do  I  there fore  th ink  I  may  draw Pa s s a- 
g e s  f ro m  h i m ;  bu t  I  t h i n k  i f  h e  p a s s e s  s o  c u r - 
ren t  f rom Yea r  t o  Yea r  upon  one  c e r t a i n  Day,  i t 
i s  o d d  h e  mu s t  p a s s  f o r  D i s t r a c t e d  a l l  t h e  Ye a r 
a f t e r :  B u t  h a d  yo u r  C o nvo c a t i o n  b r a n d e d  h i m 
s t s  a  Man  Di s t r a c t ed ,  a s  I  s hou ld  have  hoped  we 
migh t  have  hea rd  no  more  o f  h i s  Go lden  Sen ten- 
ce s  f rom the Pulp i t ,  upon the  Occas ion fore-men- 
t i o n e d ;  s o  n e i t h e r  s h o u l d  yo u  h ave  h e a r d  a py 
t h i n g  o f  h i m  f r o m  m e .  B u t  i t  s e e m s  I  a r g u e d
  from
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f r om h im aga in s t  As s en t  and  Consen t  t o  the  Common- 
P r a y e r - B o o k .  H ow  d i d  I  a r g u e  f r o m  h i m ?  D i d 
I  l ay  s t r e s s  u p o n  h i s  A u t h o r i t y ?  O r  d i d  I  i n f e r 
t h e  U n l aw f u l n e s s  o f  A s s e n t  a n d  C o n s e n t ,  f ro m 
any  th ing  I  quo t ed  f rom h im?  Noth ing  l i ke  i t .  I 
to ld  wha t  he  s a id  in  Commenda t ion  o f  the  Com- 
mon-P r aye r -Book ;  a nd  d e c l a r e d ,  t h a t  t h e  e j e c t - 
ed  Min i s t e r s  cou ld  no t  bu t  d i f f e r  f rom h im ,  and 
f ro m  t h o s e  t h a t  we re  o f  h i s  M i n d .  A n d  y o u  d i d 
w i s e l y  t o  m i s t a k e  t h e  P o i n t ,  a n d  r e p re s e n t  m e  a s 
arguing from him.

Bu t  why  s hou l d  you  b l am e  m e  s o  s e v e r e l y .  You 
h ave  r u n  t h e  M a t t e r  m u c h  t o o  f a r .  S u r e l y  R e - 
t r a c t a t i o n  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  s o  d i f f i c u l t  a  p r a c t i c e  t o  a 
Ch r i s t i a n  and  a  D i v i n e :  And  i f  y ou  n ow  und e r s t a nd 
my  mean i n g,  you  c anno t  a vo i d  i t .  I  c an  f ree l y  l e a ve 
o th e r s  t h e  l i b e r t y  o f  a s c r i b i n g  wha t  t h ey  e s t e em ex c e l - 
l e n t l y  g o o d ,  t o  t h e  g r e a t  f o u n t a i n  o f  a l l  G o o d n e s s : 
Nay,  I ’ l l  ove r look  a  thou s and  ex t r avagan t  F l i gh t s 
i n  Commenda t i on  o f  wha t  I  h ave  compa r a t ive l y 
bu t  a  l ow  e s t e e m  f o r ,  p rov i d e d  I  c a n  bu t  h ave 
my  l i b e r t y  l e f t  me :  Bu t  i f  you r  Chu rch  w i l l  r e - 
qu i re  me,  be fore  she ’ l l  own me for  a  Min i s t e r,  to 
g i ve  s u c h  a n  A s s e n t  a n d  C o n s e n t ,  a s  wo u l d  a - 
m o u n t  t o  a n  A p p ro b a t i o n ,  b e yo n d  w h a t  I  c a n 
s e e  g ro u n d  f o r ,  I  s h a l l  d e s i r e  t o  b e  e x c u s e d .  I 
don’t  make t h e  ba r e  p r i va t e  Op in i on  o f  s ame  pa r t i cu - 
l a r  P e r s o n s  a n  A r g um en t  a g a i n s t  t h e  D e c l a r a t i o n  o f 
A s s e n t  a n d  Con s e n t ;  f o r  I  k now  ma ny  do  A s s e n t 
and  Consen t ,  who  a s  much  d i f f e r  f rom them a s  I 
d o ;  a n d  ye t  w h e n  I  a m  s p e a k i n g  o f  t h e  A s s e n t 
and  Consen t  requ i red ,  I  t h ink  I  may  ju s t l y  men- 
t i on  the  h i gh  S t r a in s  o f  some  tha t  h ave  As s en t ed 
and  Consen ted ,  to  which  so  fo r ma l  a  Dec l a r a t ion 
m ay  p e r h a p s  h a ve  t e m p t e d  t h e m :  A n d  I  c a n ’t 
d i scer n why my expos ing them should g ive of fence 
to Men of Moderation.
  But
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B u t  yo u  h e r e  t e l l  m e ,  t h a t  I  h ave  p r e c l u d e d 
my se l f ,  by  j o in ing  in  s eve r e ly  r ep r ehend ing  a  Pe r s on , 
wh o  h a t h  l i t t l e  d e s e r v e d  i t  a t  o u r  h a n d s,  f o r  e n d e a - 
v o u r i n g  t o  e x p o s e  s om e  Ex t r a va g a n c i e s  o n  o u r  s i d e , 
b e c a u s e  t h e  I r r e l i g i o u s  a nd  P r o fa n e  m i g h t  b e  i n du c e d 
by  th em t o  d e r i d e  s e r i ou s  Re l i g i on  and  th e  Wor sh ip  o f 
G o d .  I  t a ke  yo u r  h i n t ;  a n d  s h a l l  u p o n  t h i s  o c - 
c a t i on  f re e l y  dec l a re,  t h a t  I  h ave  a  ve r y  p a r t i cu- 
l a r  Respec t  for  tha t  exce l l ent  Per son whom I  may 
ve r y  we l l  s u p p o s e  yo u  r e f e r  t o.  A n d  t h o ’ I  d i d 
re c i t e  wha t  wa s  s a i d  by  Mr.  Bax t e r ,  a s  t o  a  Pe r - 
f o r mance  common l y  a s c r i b ed  t o  h im ,  and  added 
i n  the  Marg in  wha t  wa s  s a i d  by  the  Lo rd-Ch ie f - 
Ju s t i c e  Ha l e  u pon  t h a t  Occ a s i on ;  (wh i ch  you  i n 
your  Cand id  way  a re  p l e a s ed  to  ca l l  j o i n i n g  i n  s e - 
v e r e l y  r e p r e h e n d i n g  h i m )  ye t  I  h ave  a  j u s t  s e n s e 
how we l l  he  ha th  de se r ved  s ince,  no t  on ly  a t  ou r 
h a n d s ,  bu t  a t  t h e  h a n d s  o f  a l l  t h a t  va l u e  e i t h e r 
the  In te re s t  o f  Re l ig ion ,  o r  our  Civ i l  Righ t s  and 
L i b e r t i e s ;  a nd  f o r  t h a t  re a s on  t h e re  a re  no t  ma - 
ny  Men in  Eng l and  tha t  I  th ink  de se r ve  more  ge- 
ne r a l  Honou r  and  E s t e em .  Bu t  a t  t h e  s ame  t ime 
sh a l l  a dd ,  t h a t  I  h ave  th a t  op in ion  o f  h im ,  a s  t o 
b e l i e ve ,  t h a t  t h o ’ s e ve r a l  o f  t h e  E x t r av a g a n c e s 
men t ioned  in  th a t  Book  de s e r ved  to  he  expo sed , 
ye t  had he  been a s  sens ible  a t  the  t ime o f  wr i t ing 
i t ,  a s  he  ha s  been  s ince,  o f  the  Advan tage  s eve ra l 
Pa s s age s  in  h i s  Book would  g ive  to  many t o  d e r i d e 
s e r i ou s  Re l i g i on ,  and  t h e  Wor sh i p  o f  God ,  he  wou ld 
h ave  f o r b o r n  t h e m .  A n d  I  c a n  s a f e l y  s a y,  t h a t 
we re  I  s en s i b l e  t h a t  any  Pa s s a g e s  o f  m ine  wou ld 
g ive  Advan t a g e  t o  Pe r s on s  t o  d e r i d e  s e r i o u s  R e l i - 
g ion,  and the  Worsh ip  o f  God ,  I  would di scard them; 
and  none  s hou l d  b e  mo re  f re e  t h an  I  t o  d e c l a re 
a g a i n s t  t h e m .  B u t  t h e n  I  t h i n k  we  mu s t  a l l ow 
f o r  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t we e n  s c r i p t u r a l 
P h r a s e s ,  t h o ’ u s e d  i n  a  h o m e l y  m a n n e r ,  o r  t r u e 
D o c t r i u e s  t h o ’ o d d l y  e x p r e s s e d ;  a n d  o b n ox i o u s
  Passages



366[384] A Letter to Mr. Hoadly. Part III.

Pa s s a g e s  i n  Humane  Fo r m s ,  wh i ch  a re  t h e re f o re 
f re e l y  re f l e c t ed  on ,  becau se  un f i t  t o  be  imposed : 
And  fo r  t he  much  g re a t e r  Conce r n  Re l i g i on  h a s 
in the one than in the other.

A f t e r  a l l ,  i f  you  won ’t  r e c e d e  f r om  you r  s e n s e  o f 
t h i s  De c l a ra t i o n  o f  A s s e n t  and  Con s en t ,  I  don ’t  s e e 
t h a t  I  h a v e  a n y  r e a s o n  t o  b e  c o n c e r n ’d .  Yo u 
may  c o n t e n d  f o r  i t  a s  l ong  a s  you  p l e a s e ,  a nd  b e 
a s  p o s i t i v e  a s  you  w i l l ,  a nd  m a ke  a s  ma ny  Co n - 
ve r t s  a s  yo u  c a n  l e ave  m e  bu t  my  l i b e r t y,  a n d 
I  a m  e a s i e ,  a n d  s h a l l  g i ve  yo u  n o  M o l e s t a t i o n . 
Bu t  i f  g iv ing  my Rea son s  why  I  c an ’t  be  o f  your 
Mind ,  be  a  Censu r i n g  t h e  Con f o r m ing  C l e r gy ,  ’t i s  a 
s i g n  yo u  a r e  ve r y  t e n d e r ;  a n d  t o  S t a n d e r s - b y 
wo u l d  l o o k  l i ke  a n  A r g u m e n t ,  t h a t  yo u r  C a u s e 
won’t bear close Canvassing.

As t o  t h e  Rub r i c k  a t  t h e  end  o f  t h e  Of f i c e  o f  Bap - 
t i s m ,  I  c a n n o t  ye t  b e  r e c o n - 
ci led to i t .  You wil l  under s tand 
i t  o f  C h i l d r e n  d u l y  B a p t i z e d , 
w h i c h  i s  r a t h e r  a n  A d d i t i o n , 
t h an  a  g enu i n e  Exp l i c a t i on .  I 
p re t end  no t  to  p r o ve  t h e  Wo rd s 
in c apabl e  o f  t h i s  s en s e .  ’T i s  eno’ 
fo r  me,  tha t  no  Man tha t  ha th 
not  a  Tur n to ser ve,  would put 

s u c h  a  s e n s e  u p o n  t h e m .  I  h ave  g i ve n  yo u  M r. 
Bax t e r ’s  S en s e ,  a nd  h i s  Rea son s ,  wh i ch  you  p a s s 
l i gh t l y  over,  a s  i f  your  cont r a r y  Af f i r ma t ion  were 
s u f f i c i e n t  C o n f u t a t i o n .  Yo u  c a n ,  yo u  s a y,  o n l y 
c o l l e c t  t h e n c e ,  t h a t  B i s h o p  S a n d e r s o n  a n d  B i s h o p 
Cunn ing ,  ( and  you  migh t  have  added  B i shop  Mor - 
l ey  too)  d id  th ink  tha t  t h e  Ch i l d r en  o f  Hea th en s  had 
a  T i t l e  t o  Bap t i sm,  p r o v i d ed  t h ey  had  Spon s o r s .  Had 
you  b e en  s o  d i s po s ed ,  you  m i gh t  h ave  co l l e c t e d 
thence,  t h a t  i t  wa s  t he i r  s en s e,  t h a t  a l l  Ch i l d ren 
B a p t i z e d  i n  yo u r  way  a r e  u n d o u b t e d l y  s a ve d .
  For

Of  t h a t  Pa s s a g e  i n  t h e 
R u b r i c k ,  I t  i s  c e r t a i n  by 
God ’s  Word ,  t h a t  Ch i l d r en 
wh i c h  a r e  B a p t i ze d ,  dy i n g 
b e f o r e  t h e y  c omm i t  A c t u a l 
S i n ,  a r e  u n d o u b t e d l y  s a - 
ved, &c.
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For  i f  a l l  Ch i ld ren ,  w i thou t  excep t ion ,  a re  to  be 
B a p t i z e d  w i t h  S p o n s o r s ;  a n d  a l l  s o  B a p t i z e d  a r e 
d u l y  B a p t i z e d ;  t h e n  i t  d o e s  n o t  b a r e l y  f o l l ow, 
th a t  In f an t s  du l y  Bap t i z ed  a re  s aved ,  bu t  th a t  a l l 
I n f a n t s  B a p t i z e d  i n  yo u r  way  a r e  s a ve d .  ’ Twa s 
no t  s uppo s ed ,  t h a t  t h ey  t h o u g h t  a ny  I n f a n t s  s a v e d 
b u t  w h a t  w e r e  d u l y  B a p t i z e d :  B u t  a s  l o n g  a s  a l l 
tha t  had  Godf a the r s  were  accord ing  to  them du ly 
Bap t i zed ,  the i r  zea l  fo r  th i s  Expre s s ion  wa s  equ i - 
va l en t  t o  t he i r  d e c l a r i ng  f o r  t h e  S a l va t i on  o f  a l l 
B a p t i z e d  i n  t h e  C h u rc h  way.  Yo u  t e l l  m e  h e re , 
tha t  th i s  can ’t  be  supposed ,  and tha t  mus t  be  sup- 
po s ed ,  and  a c t  a s  i f  you  had  a  l i b e r t y  t o  s u pp o s e 
w h a t  yo u  p l e a s e d ,  w h i l e  yo u r  N e i g h b o u r  mu s t 
s t a nd  who l l y  t o  you r  Cou r t e s i e :  Bu t  I  e xp e c t  a 
g o o d  R e a s o n  b e f o re  I  c a n  c o n s e n t  t o  m a n a g e  a 
Deba t e  upon  tho s e  Te r ms .  I  a g a i n  re f e r  you  and 
your Readers to Mr. Baxter.

B u t  l e t  i t  b e  a  p i e c e  o f  W i t  o r  g o o d  Hu mo u r, 
’t i s  t o  me  i nd i f f e ren t ;  ( i t  s h a l l  p a s s  f o r  whe th e r 
o f  the  two  you  p l e a s e )  Your  s t i r  abou t  the  Dam- 
na t ion  o f  In f an t s ,  bo th  in  your  fo r mer  and  l a t t e r 
Book ,  .m igh t ,  I  t h ink  t r u l y,  ve r y  we l l  h ave  been 
f e a r ’d .  F o r  w h e r e a s  I  c i t e d  f r o m  o n e  o f  t h e 
e j e c t e d  M i n i s t e r s ,  t h e  t h r e a t n i n g  C l a u s e  o f  t h e 
S e cond  Commandmen t ,  why  mu s t  i t  b e  i n  p roo f 
o f  D a m n a t i o n ?  I ’ m  s u r e  I  i n t e n d e d  n o  s u c h 
th ing ;  and  I  f i r mly  be l i eve  the  s ame  o f  h im f rom 
whom I  c i t ed  i t .  You  may  remembe r  I  t o l d  you , 
tha t  t h e r e ’s  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  d i f f e r e n c e  b e twe en  a  p o s i - 
t i v e  d o om i n g  a ny  t o  He l l ,  a n d  a  g i v i n g  t h em  a  c e r - 
t a i n  Pa s p o r t  t o  H e a v e n ;  w h i c h  o n e  R e m a r k  h a d 
C lea r ’d  the  who le  ma t t e r,  had  you  though t  f i t  to 
h ave  o b s e r ve d  i t ;  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  yo u  d i d  w i s e l y 
to  ove r look  i t .  I  p roduced  no  p roo f  o f  the  Dam- 
n a t i on  o f  a ny  o f  t h em ,  o r  t h e  p rob ab i l i t y  o f  i t . 
Yo u  t h e r e  m u c h  m i s t a k e  m e .  I  d r e w  n o  I n f e - 
r e n c e  f ro m  p re s e n t  P u n i s h m e n t s ,  t o  e i t h e r  c e r -
  tain
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t a i n  o r  p rob ab l e  Pun i s hmen t s  h e re a f t e r ,  o f  s u ch 
a s  l e f t  t h e  Wor l d  i n  I n f a n cy.  A l l  t h a t  wa s  a im ’d 
a t  wa s  t o  s h ew,  t h a t  t h e  S a l va t i o n  o f  a l l  B a p t i - 
zed Inf ant s  i s  not  so  undoubted ly  cer ta in  f rom the 
Word o f  God a s  th i s  Rubr ick  repre sent s  i t .  I f  you 
wi l l  come and a rgue  upon th i s ,  and s ay  they  mus t 
b e  e i t h e r  s av ye d  o r  d a m n e d ,  a n d  s o  f o r c e  yo u r 
In f e rence s  upon  me,  you  mus t  u s e  your  p l e a su re ; 
but I  conceive would not much l ike i t  in your own 
case.

A l l  t h a t  I  s h a l l  s ay  t o  t h i s  m a t t e r  f a r t h e r  i s , 
tha t  tho’ I  am f a r  f rom th inking i t  c e r t a in  by  God’s 
Wo rd ,  t h a t  a l l  Ch i l d r e n  wh i c h  a r e  B a p t i z e d ,  dy i n g 
b e f o r e  th ey  c ommi t  Ac tua l  S in ,  a r e  undoub t ed ly  s aved ; 
ye t  I  am f a r  f rom dooming any tha t  a re  du ly  Bap- 
t i z ed  to  He l l ;  Bu t ,  t h a t  t he re  a re  many  Bap t i z ed 
In f an t s  tha t  d i e  such ,  whom I  dur s t  no t  doom to 
He l l ,  o f  whom ye t  I  du r s t  no t  s ay,  tha t  i t  i s,  c e r - 
t a in  by  Gods  Word ,  t ha t  t h ey  a r e  t h e r e by,  o r  undoub- 
t e d l y  s a v e d :  A s  t o  w h o m ,  f o r  wa n t  o f  f a r t h e r 
L igh t ,  I  c an  be  con ten t  to  su spend  my Thought s , 
w i t h o u t  f o r m i n g  a ny  t h i n g  o f  a  p o s i t i ve  Ju d g - 
ment.

As  to  Bapt i sma l  Regenera t ion ,  I ,  sha l l  re fe r  you 
t o  my  An swe r  t o  Mr.  Ol ly f f e .  Bu t  i f  a  c e r t a i n t y 
o f  S a l v a t i o n  n e c e s s a r i l y  f o l l ow s  u p o n  t h e  b a r e 
O rd i n a n c e  o f  B a p t i s m ,  b e  a s  mu c h  s u r p r i z ’d  a s 
yo u  w i l l ,  I  t h i n k  t h e  e j e c t e d  M i n i s t e r ,  w h o s e 
Let ter  I  quoted,  had some rea son for  h i s  Ref lec t i - 
o n s .  A  Ty r a n t  t h a t  s h o u l d  k i l l  n ew l y  B a p t i z e d 
Chi ld ren ,  wou ld  then ,  by  be ing  an  In s t r ument  o f 
putting an end to their abode here, be an Instrument 
o f  s end ing  them ce r t a in l y  to  Heaven ;  a s  the  Pe r - 
s e c u t o r s  we re  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  M a r t y r s .  B u t  I 
d e s i re  you  to  remembe r,  t h a t  you  he re  g r an t  me 
a l l  t h a t  I  c o n t e n d  f o r .  Fo r  yo u  ow n  i n  s o  m a - 
ny  Word s ,  t h a t  t h e  Rub r i c k  s ay s,  t h a t  a l l  Ch i l d r e n 
B a p t i z e d ,  d y i n g  b e f o r e  A c t u a l  S i n ,  a r e  s a v e d .  I f
  so,

p. 45. 
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s o ,  t h e r e ’s  a n  e n d  o f  t h e  D e b a t e .  A n d  ye t  h e 
t h a t  o b s e r ve s  h ow  yo u  m a n a g e  yo u r  s e l f  u n d e r 
t h i s  a nd  t h e  f o r me r  Head ,  w i l l  b e  a p t  t o  t h i nk , 
t h a t  yo u  h ave  t h e n  t h e  m o s t  Wo rd s ,  w h e n  yo u 
have least to say.

’ T i s  a  g r e a t  O b j e c t i o n  a g a i n s t  G o d f a t h e r s  a n d 
Godmother s  a s  u sed  in  your  Church ,  tha t  t h ey  ju - 
j f i l e  o i t t  the  Pa r en t s  Migh t  t o  devo t e  the i r  Chi ld r en  in 
t h a t  O rd i n a n c e  t o  G o d .  T h i s  yo u  d e ny :  A n d  b e - 
c au se  a  Pa r en t  i n  your  way  p r o v i d e s  a l l  t h i n g s  t h a t 
a r e  r equ i r ed  in  o rde r  t o  the  Ded i c a t i on  o f  h i s  Chi ld  t o 
God ,  and  knows  tha t  i t  i s  i n  o rd e r  t o  t h i s  Ded i c a t i on 
tha t  he  do th  th i s ,  you th ink i t  ev ident ,  tha t  he  h im- 
s e l f  p r op e r ly  Ded i c a t e s  h i s  Ch i l d  t o  God .  But  in  the 
mean  t ime  you  fo rge t ,  t h a t  whe re  a  Pa ren t  h a s  a 
j u s t  c l a im  to  t h e  P r iv i l e g e s  and  B l e s s i ng s  o f  t h e 
C h r i s t i a n  C ove n a n t ,  o n  t h e  b e h a l f  a n d  f o r  t h e 
bene f i t  o f  h i s  Ch i ld ,  your  Of f i ce  t ake s  no  no t i ce 
o f  h i s  R i g h t  i n  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  B a p t i s m ; 
bu t  a s  mu c h  g r a f t s  i t  u p o n  t h e  U n d e r t a k i n g  o f 
t h e  Su re t i e s ,  (w i t hou t  re g a rd  t o  any  o the r  Con- 
s i d e r a t i on )  a s  i f  t h e  Pa ren t  h ad  no  R igh t  a t  a l l ; 
a n d  t h o ’ h e  h ave  n o n e .  T h i s  a p p e a r s  t o  m e  a n 
e x c l u d i n g  t h e  Pa r e n t  i n  t h e  c a s e .  A n d  a s  f o r  t h e 
t h i n g s  yo u  m e n t i o n  i n  t h e  Pa r e n t s  C a s e ,  a s  h i s 
p r ov i d in g  Spon s o r s ,  and  t ak ing  ca re  to  choose  p ro- 
p e r  G o d f a t h e r s ,  & c .  t h e y  e v i d e n c e  i n d e e d  h i s 
c o n t e n t ,  t h a t  t h e  S p o n s o r s  s h o u l d  d e d i c a t e  h i s 
Ch i l d  t o  God ,  bu t  no t  t h a t  t h e  Ded i c a t i n g  i t  i s 
his own proper act.

I n  o r d e r  t o  t h a t ,  I  m u s t  n e e d s  ow n ,  I  l o o k 
u p o n  a n  e x p l i c i t  C o v e n a n t i n g  f o r  i t  i n  h i s  ow n 
Pe r son  to  be  nece s s a r y ;  and  the  Of f i c e  ough t  t o 
ob l i ge  to  i t .  And  tho ’ my  s e t  o f  P r i n c i p l e s ,  wh i ch 
you ca l l  new ,  won’t  a l low me to  jo in  in  impos ing 
a ny  t h i n g  a s  n e c e s s a r y,  w h i c h  o u r  S av i o u r  h a s 
l e f t  a l t o g e t h e r  i n d i f f e r e n t ,  y e t  I  t h i n k  I  c a n 
p rove ,  t o  t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  c a n d i d  E n q u i r e r s ,
 B b that
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t h a t  ou r  B l e s s ed  Lo rd ,  by  I n s t i t u t i ng  Bap t i sm  a s 
a  S e a l  o f  t h e  C ove n a n t ,  h a t h  m a d e  i t  t h e  D u t y 
o f  t ho s e  t h a t  g ive  up  e i t h e r  t h emse l ve s  o r  t h e i r 
L i t t l e  One s  a s  p a r t  o f  t h ems e l ve s ,  i n  t h i s  O rd i - 
nance to God,  to be expl ic i t  in  thei r  Covenant ing: 
And I  can a t  any t ime re fuse  to  admini s ter  an Or- 
d in ance  to  any  one,  who  re fu t e s  t o  comp ly  w i th 
t he  Go spe l  Ru l e  re l a t i ng  t o  t h a t  Ord in ance.  Fo r 
my  p a r t ,  I  s hou l d  no t  t h i nk  i t  Law f u l  t o  B a p t i z e 
Ch i l d r e n ,  i n  t h e  R igh t  o f  t h e i r  Pa ren t s ,  w i t hou t 
a n  e xp l i c i t  Coven an t  on  t h e  p a r t  o f  on e  o f  t h e 
Pa ren t s  a t  l e a s t :  And  t h e re f o re  I  t h i nk  t h e  wan t 
of it is a suff icient Objection against complying with 
your Office.

Nor  c an  I  d i s c e r n ,  t h a t  i f  s u ch  exp l i c i t  Cove - 
n an t i ng  we re  requ i red ,  t h e  O rd i n an c e  m i g h t  e a s i l y 
c o m e  t o  h e  a s  mu c h  p r o f a n e d  a s  i t  i s  n o w .  Fo r  i f 
Pa ren t s  we re  re qu i re d  w i t h  So l emn i t y  t o  pu t  i n 
the i r  c l a im to  the  Chr i s t i an  Covenan t  on  the  be- 
h a l f  o f  t h e i r  C h i l d r e n ,  a n d  b i n d  t h e m  u n d e r 
Bond s  t o  b e  t h e  Lo rd s ,  t h ey  cou l d  no t  t h i nk  t o 
excu se  themse lve s ,  by  devo lv ing  tha t  upon  o the r s 
i n  w h i c h  t h e m s e l ve s  h ave  t h e  g re a t e s t  c o n c e r n . 
The i r  Care l e sn e s s  in  tha t  re spec t  i s  ju s t l y  chargea- 
b l e  on  t h e  O f f i c e  i t  s e l f ,  b ec au s e  i t  encour age s  i t ; 
and  i s  s o  f a r  f rom be ing  a s  you  s ay,  a s  s o l emn  a s 
po s s i b l e ,  tha t  i t  who l ly  omi t s  tha t  Covenant ing  on 
t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  Pa ren t s ,  on  wh i ch  t h e  R i gh t  o f 
such  Chi ld ren ,  a s  I  am now speak ing  o f ,  to  Bap- 
t i sm ,  i s  bo t t om ’d .  I n  ou r  way  t h e  Cu r e  i s  e a s i e , 
b y  p r e s s i n g  u p o n  P a r e n t s  t h e i r  p r o p e r  D u t y, 
w h i c h  we  d o n ’t  o m i t :  I n  yo u r s  t h e r e ’s  n o  p ro - 
v i s i o n  f o r  a  C u r e ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  Pa r e n t s  a r e  e x - 
cluded.

But  you  need  not  f e a r,  becau se  I  ob jec t  aga in s t 
you r  O f f i c e  o f  B ap t i sm ,  a s  om i t t i n g  s o  ma t e r i a l 
a  t h i n g  a s  t h e  Pa ren t a l  Coven an t i n g  on  t h e  b e - 
h a l f  o f  t ho s e  Ch i l d ren  th a t  a re  admi t t ed  i n  the i r
  Right,



Part III. A Letter to Mr. Hoadly. [389]371

Righ t ,  tha t  I  sha l l  the re fo re  eve r  c h a r g e  t h e  Ca r e - 
l e s n e s s  o f  M e n  o n  a n y  Te x t s  o f  S c r i p t u r e :  T h e r e 
can be no danger of  thi s ;  because I  own the Scr ip- 
t u re  t o  be  d i v i n e ly  I n s p i r ’d ,  wh i ch  I  am  f a r  f rom 
t h i n k i n g  o f  yo u r  O f f i c e .  I  a m  n o t  m o re  l i ke l y 
t o  c h a r g e  t h e  I n s t i t u t i o n  a nd  P r e c e d e n t s  o f  Bap t i sm , 
f o u n d  i n  t h e  N e w  Te s t a m e n t ,  a s  n o t  i n c l u d i n g  i n 
t h em  e x p l i c i t  Vow s  a n d  Cau t i o n s,  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  p r e - 
v e n t  M i s a k e s  a n d  Ca r e l e s n e s s,  i n  s o  s o l emn  a  m a t - 
t e r ,  t h a n  yo u  f o r  o m i t t i n g  t h e  e x p re s s  m e n t i o n 
o f  I n f a n t - B a p t i s m ,  a r e  l i ke  t o  c h a r g e  t h e  N ew 
Te s t a m e n t  w i t h  e n c o u r a g i n g  A n a b a p t i s m .  W h i c h 
h ad  you  con s i d e red ,  I  h a rd l y  b e l i eve  you  wou l d 
h a ve  t h o u g h t  s u c h  h i n t s  p r o p e r  t o  h a ve  b e e n 
urged upon me in a way of Argument.

I  a m  n o t  m o re  a t  a  l o s s  a b o u t  t h e  e x c l u d i n g 
Pa ren t s  whe re  Ch i l d ren  a re  a dm i t t ed  t o  Bap t i sm 
in  the i r  Righ t ,  than  I  am about  the  admi s s ion  o f 
S p o n s o r s ,  t o  t h e  C ove n a n t i n g  p a r t  o f  t h a t  S o - 
l e m n i t y,  i n  t h e i r  r o o m .  Yo u  t e l l  m e ,  t h e r e  i s 
n o  na tu ra l  R i gh t  n o r  p o s i t i v e  Law p r e t end ed  f o r  t h i s . 
I  am there fore  the  more  to  seek  fo r  the  ju s t i f i c a- 
t i on  o f  i t .  You  s ay,  t h e  w i l l i n g n e s s  o f  a  P e r s o n  t o 
become a  Spon so r  wi t h  t h e  Pa r en t s  c o n s en t ,  i s  s u f - 
f i c i e n t .  And  I  e a s i l y  g r an t  i t  i s  s o,  a s  t o  t h e  un- 
de r t ak ing  fo r  the  Educa t ion  o f  the  Ch i l d  in  c a s e 
o f  t h e  Pa r e n t s  d e a t h  o r  n e g l i g e n c e ;  bu t  I  c a n ’t 
see  how the  same can be  sa id  a s  to  the  Covenant- 
ing  wi th  God for  the  Chi ld ,  where  the  s t re s s  l i e s , 
t ho ’ you  p r uden t l y  ove r l ook  i t .  I  don ’t  s e e  how 
t h e  Fa t h e r s  c a n  g i v e  p o w e r  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e 
S p o n s o r ,  o r  h e  r e c e i v e  i t ;  o r  t h e n c e  h ave  a  s u f - 
f i c i e n t  R i g h t .  W h e r e  t h e  F a i t h  o f  t h e  Pa r e n t s  i s 
t h e  g r ound  o f  t h e  Bap t i sm  o f  t h e i r  Ch i l d r e n ,  a  Sub- 
s t i tu t ion  o f  o ther s  to  p ro fe s s  tha t  Fa i th ,  and  pur- 
suan t  to  i t ,  to  ded i c a t e  the  Ch i ld  to  God ,  Cove- 
nan t ing  fo r  i t ,  and  b ind ing  i t  under  the  mos t  so-
 B b 2 lemn
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l e m n  B o n d s  t o  b e  t h e  L o rd ’s ,  i s  t o  m e  a  t h i n g 
utterly unintelligible.

W h e re a s  yo u  t o l d  m e  b e f o re ,  t h a t  t h e  g r o s s e s t 
a b u s e  o f  a n  I n s t i t u t i o n ,  i n  i t  s e l f  u s e f u l ,  i s  n o t  a 
s u f f c i e n t  A r g u m e n t  a g a i n s t  t h e  I n s t i t u t i o n ;  I  a n - 
swe r ’d ,  t h a t  t ho ’ t h i s  wa s  t r u e ,  wh e r e  a n  I n s t i t u - 
t i o n  h a s  a  D iv ine  Or i g i n a l ;  ye t  whe re  i t  i s  pu re l y 
Humane,  a n d  o rd i n a r i l y  s o  man a g ’d ,  a s  t o  i n t e r f e r e 
w i th  wha t  i s  rea l ly  Div ine,  t ho ’ i t  m i gh t  b e  o f  u s e  i f 
du ly  r e gu l a t e d ,  ye t  I  c ou l d  no t  bu t  l o ok  upon  my  s e l f 
a s  obl i g ed  t o  d e c l a r e  a ga in s t  i t ,  t i l l  t ha t  Regu la t i on  i s 
f i x e d ,  w h i c h  s h a l l  k e e p  t h e  D i v i n e  I n s t i t u t i o n  s a f e 
u p o n  i t s  t r u e  a n d  p r o p e r  B o t t o m .  T h i s  I  a p p r e - 
hend  t he  c a s e  h e re.  Fo r  f o r  my  p a r t ,  I  c an ’t  s e e 
h ow  I  c o u l d  m a n a g e  t h e  A f f a i r  o f  G o d f a t h e r s , 
accord ing  to  the  Order  o f  your  Church ,  in  a  ca se 
where  Parent s  a re  f ree  and f i t  to  devote  the i r  own 
C h i l d r e n  t o  G o d ,  w i t h o u t  i n t e r f e r i n g  w i t h  s o m e - 
t h ing  tha t  I  t ake  to  be  r e ady  Div in e ;  which  I  mus t 
c o n f e s s  i s  m y  n o t i o n  o f  t h e  P a r e n t s  Pe r s o n a l 
C l a im and  Ded ica t ion  o f  the i r  In f an t s  to  God ,  in 
t he  c a s e  o f  my  app l y ing  to  them the  Se a l  o f  t he 
C ove n a n t  i n  t h e i r  R i g h t .  D e c l a r i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e 
M i s m a n a g e m e n t  o f  o t h e r s  h e r e  wo n ’t  d o ;  f o r  t h e 
ve r y  wav ing  th i s ,  by  admi t t i ng  a  Sub s t i t u t i on ,  i s 
i t  s e l f  s u c h  a  M i s m a n a g e m e n t ,  a s  I  c o u l d  n o t  b e 
s a t i s f i ed  to  h ave  any  hand  in .  Be  the  God f a the r s 
a s  sobe r  a s  they  wi l l ,  th i s  doe s  no t  cea s e  to  be  a 
M i s m a n a g e m e n t .  T h o ’ e v e n  a s  t o  t h a t ,  m a n y 
f ind i t  so  d i f f i cu l t  to  get  su i t able  Per sons  to  s t and 
a t  t h e  F o n t ,  t h a t  i f  i n  s o m e  p l a c e s  M i n i s t e r s 
shou ld  po s i t ive ly  re so lve  no t  t o  adm i t  o f  any  God- 
f a t h e r s  bu t  s e r i o u s  P r o f e s s o r s  o f  Ch r i s t i a n i t y ,  e i t he r 
the  g rea te s t  pa r t  o f  the  Chi ldren mus t  remain  un- 
b ap t i z ed ,  o r  two  o r  t h re e  s obe r  Pe r son s  mu s t  b e 
G o d f a t h e r s  f o r  a l l  t h e  C h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  Pa r i s h . 
Suppo se  we  the re fo re  th a t  a  Min i s t e r  re fu s i ng  to 
admi t  any  to  s t and  a t  the  Fon t  bu t  s e r i ou s  P r o f e s -
  sors
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s o r s  o f  Ch r i s t i an i t y ,  m igh t  be  ab l e  t o  an swe r  i n  t h e 
Cour t  o f  h i s  own Cons c i en c e,  and  o f  h i s  g r e a t  Mas t e r, 
a nd  t o  a l l  t h e  Cou r t s  o f  t h i s  Wo r l d  a l s o ,  ( t hough  I 
qu e s t i on  t h e  l a s t ,  whe re  no  s u ch  Pe r s on s  a re  a t 
h and )  ye t  I  don ’t  s e e  he  i s  t he re fo re  ab l e  t o  an- 
s we r  f o r  h i s  c o n c u r r e n c e  i n  a  S u b s t i t u t i o n  o f 
o the r s  in  the  room o f  tho se  whose  Righ t  i t  i s  to 
en te r  the i r  Ch i ld ren  under  the  Bonds  o f  the  Go- 
s p e l  C ove n a n t ,  s o  a s  t o  c o nvey  a  R i g h t  t o  t h e 
B l e s s i n g s  o f  i t .  T h i s  i s  n o t  a  p o s s i b l e  I n c o n v e n i - 
e n c e ,  b u t  a  s t a n d i n g  M i s m a n a g e m e n t .  A n d  l e t 
the  Canon  abou t  t h e  admi s s i on  o f  God fa th e r s  rema in 
in  fu l l  fo rce,  and  a  Min i s t e r  be  a s  able  to  ju s t i f i e 
h i s  s t r i c t  a dhe r i ng  t o  i t  a s  you  wou ld  h ave  h im , 
yet I don’t see it alters the case.

H oweve r ,  t h a t  t h e  r e q u i r i n g  S p o n s o r s  i n  yo u r 
way t end s  t o  th e  p ro fan ing  o f  th i s  Ord inan c e ,  appear s 
t o  me  no to r i ou s .  The  Ca r e l e s n e s s  o f  t h e  g e n e ra l i t y 
o f  S p on s o r s ,  i s  no t  t he  on l y  A rgumen t  o f  i t ;  t ho ’ 
ye t  i t  i s  no t  t o  be  ove r l ook ’d ,  o r  made  l i gh t  o f . 
T h e  t h r ow i n g  t h e  P a r e n t s  Wo r k  u p o n  S u b s t i - 
t u t e s ,  a s  you r  Church  manage s  i t ,  m igh t i l y  t end s 
t o  a  P r o f a n a t i o n .  Wo u l d  P a r e n t s  i n d e e d  t a k e 
m o r e  c a r e  i n  t h e  c h o i c e  o f  t h e i r  S p o n s o r s ,  a n d 
Min i s t e r s  be  genera l l y  more  s t r i c t  a s  to  the  Qua- 
l i f i ca t ions  o f  the  Per sons l  they admit ,  there  would 
be  be t t e r  s e cu r i t y  o f  t h e  Chr i s t i an  Educa t i on  o f 
t h e  Ch i l d ren  t h a t  a re  B ap t i z ed ,  t h an  t h e re  i s  a s 
M a t t e r s  a r e  n ow  c o m m o n l y  m a n a g ’d :  B u t  s t i l l , 
f o r  P a r e n t s  t o  b e  a l l ow ’d  t o  t h row  t h e  C ove - 
nant ing  pa r t  upon other s ,  na tura l l y  tends  to  aba te 
t h e i r  s e n s e  o f  t h e i r  p ro p e r  D u t y,  a n d  t o  m a ke 
Pa r e n t s ,  a n d  S p o n s o r s ,  a n d  a l l  S p e c t a t o r s ,  l e s s 
s en s i b l e  o f  t he  pecu l i a r  F avou r  o f  God  to  Be l i e - 
ver s  and the i r  Seed ,  than they  ought  to  be.  Much 
G u i l t  i s  t h i s  way  c o n t r a s t e d :  A n d  t h e  r e q u i r i n g 
S p on s o r s  i n  you r  way,  h e i gh t en s  i t :  Bec au s e  Pe r - 
s o n s  a r e  b ro u g h t  i n  t o  s o l e m n i z e  a  S t i p u l a t i o n
 B b 2 with
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w i t h  G o d ,  i n  a  way  t h a t  i s  u n s c r i p t u r a l ,  a n d 
r e a l l y  u n i n t e l l i g i b l e .  W h i c h  w i t h  m e  wo u l d  b e 
an Argument aga ins t  the Declara t ion and Subscr ip- 
t i o n ,  t h o ’ I  we r e  a s s u r ’d  I  s h o u l d  n e ve r  wa n t 
G o d f a t h e r s  d u l y  q u a l i f y ’d ,  f o r  a n y  C h i l d r e n  I 
m i g h t  b e  c a l l e d  t o  B a p t i z e .  I f  yo u  s e e  n o t h i n g 
o f  Absu rd i t y  i n  the  Que s t i on s  pu t  to  the  Sponso r s 
in  your  Of f i ce,  I  c an ’t  he lp  i t :  Po s s ib ly  you  can ’t 
t e l l  how to  a l l ow your  s e l f  t o  suppo se  any  th ing 
t h a t  i s  a b s u rd  c an  come  f rom  you r  Chu rch :  Bu t 
i t  doe s  no t  f o l l ow bu t  th a t  Pe r son s  may  a c t  ve r y 
Up r i gh t l y,  a nd  h ave  s ome  sma l l  s h a re  o f  Unde r - 
s t and ing  too,  and  ye t  no t  be  ab l e  to  r i s e  so  h igh 
i n  t h e i r  Ve n e r a t i o n .  T h a t  t h e  A n s w e r s  t o  t h e 
Q u e s t i o n s  i n  t h i s  O f f i c e  a r e  i n t e n d e d  a s  P r o m i s e s 
o f  Fa i t h  a n d  R e p e n t a n c e ,  m a d e  i n  t h e  Name  o f  t h e 
I n fan t s ,  i s  i t  s e l f  an  Ab su rd i t y,  t i l l  you  c an  p rove 
t h a t  t h e  F a t h e r  h a s  a n y  Wa r r a n t  t o  d e s i r e  h i s 
F r i e n d  t o  p ro m i s e  f o r  h i s  C h i l d ,  t h a t  h e  s h a l l 
Be l i eve  i n  Ch r i s t ,  a nd  Repen t  o f  h i s  S i n s .  How 
c a n  O n e  p ro m i s e  a ny  s u c h  t h i n g  f o r  A n o t h e r ? 
The  F a t h e r  h im  s e l f  c a n ’t  do  i t ,  ( no r  do e s  God 
requ i re  he  s hou ld )  much  l e s s  c an  he  au tho r i z e  a 
S u b s t i t u t e  t o  d o  i t  f o r  h i m .  A n d  h ow  c a n  t h e 
G o d f a t h e r  s a y,  h e  d e s i r e s  t o  b e  B a p t i z ’d ?  I t  r e - 
qu i re s  more  th an  Cando r  and  Equ i t y  t o  pu t  a  to - 
l e r a b l e  I n t e r p re t a t i on  upon  i t .  Tho ’ I  c an  s a f e l y 
s ay,  t h a t  I  wo u l d  h ave  d e s i r ’d  B a p t i s m  i n  my  I n - 
f a n c y,  h a d  I  b e e n  c a p a b l e  o f  d o i n g  i t ;  A n d  t h o ’ I 
t h a t  way  d i s cove r  my  he a r t y  App roba t i on  o f  t h e 
P r o c e e d i n g  o f  my  P a r e n t s  i n  D e vo t i n g  m e  t o 
my  God  and  S av i ou r  i n  t h a t  O rd i n an c e ;  ye t  f o r 
a n y  M a n ,  f o r  my  s a ke ,  t o  h ave  p ro f e s s ’d ,  t h a t 
he  d e s i r ’d ’t o  b e  Bap t i ze d ,  when  he  had  been  Bap- 
t i z e d  l o n g  b e f o r e ;  o r  o u t  o f  t h e  a bu n d a n c e  o f 
H i s  Cha r i t y  t o  h ave  dec l a r ’d ,  t h a t  I  d e s i r ’d  t h en 
to  be  Bapt i zed ,  a s  hop ing  tha t  I  would  have  done 
so,  h ad  I  t h en  h ad  t he  s ame  Capac i t y  and  Inc l i -
  nation
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n a t i on  a s  I  h ave  now ;  t h i s  i s  s o  odd  a n  O f f i c e , 
and  in  i t  s e l f  so  r id i cu lous ,  tha t  I  p ro fe s s  I  cou ld 
n o t  f i n d  i n  m y  H e a r t  t o  g i v e  s u c h  a  M a n 
Thanks. 

A n d  i n  s h o r t ,  t h ey  t h a t  c a n  b e  s a t i s f y ’d  w i t h 
thi s ,  are  not  only more wi l l ing to be sa t i s fy ’d ,  than 
they  ou gh t  i n  r e a s on  t o  b e ;  bu t  i t  l ook s  a s  i f  t hey 
wo u l d  b e  f a t i s f y ’d  w i t h  a ny  t h i n g  t h e i r  C h u rc h 
c o u l d  r e q u i r e ,  w h e t h e r  w i t h  R e a s o n  o r  w i t h - 
out.

T h e  E j e c t e d  M i n i s t e r s  we re  t h e  m o re  a g a i n s t 
t h e  S i g n  o f  t h e  C r o s s  i n  Bap t i sm ,  f o r  f e a r  o f  en - 
cour ag ing  Peop l e  to  a s c r ibe  Power  and  Ver tue  to 
tha t  S ign .  They  mus t  indeed  be  In jud i c i ou s  Peop le 
that  could be suppos ’d to do so:  And yet  i t  having 
before been usua l  in  the Church to have too much 
a sc r ib ’d  to  i t ,  and  many Men o f  Lea r n ing  even a- 
mong  Pro te s t an t s ,  d i s cove r ing  an  Inc l in a t ion  tha t 
way,  they  thought  themse lve s  the  more  conce r n ’d 
t o  p r eve n t  w h a t  t h ey  a p p re h e n d e d  a  p e r n i c i o u s 
Er ror.  Upon my use  of  the Word In jud i c i ous  in  the 
c a s e ,  you  made  a  s t i r  b e f o re ,  and  now renew i t : 
B u t  h av i n g  s u f f i c i e n t l y  a n swe r ’d  yo u  b e f o r e ,  I 
s h a l l  n o t  n ow  re t u r n  t o  i t :  B u t  s h a l l  o n l y  a d d , 
t h a t  a l t h o ’ t h e  Wo rd s  i n  t h e  O f f i c e  a r e  t h e s e ; 
We  s i g n  h i m  w i t h  t h e  S i g n  o f  t h e  C r o f t ,  i n  t o ke n 
t h a t  h e r e a f t e r  h e  s h a l l  n o t  b e  a s h am ’d  t o  c o n f e s s  t h e 
Fa i t h  o f  Ch r i s t  C ru c i f y ’d ,  & c .  ye t  when  the  Canon 
c a l l s  i t  a  D e d i c a t i n g  S i g n ;  a n d  s u c h  M e n  a s  M r. 
H o o k e r  a n d  D r.  C o m b e r  r e p re s e n t  i t ,  a s  a  Te a c h - 
i n g  S i gn ,  and an  Assu r ing  S i gn ,  tha t  we sha l l  over- 
come  a l l  ou r  Enemi e s ,  I  t h i nk  bo th  ou r  F a t h e r s 
and  we  migh t  j u s t l y  f e a r  th a t  ou r  u s ing  i t  wou ld 
e n c o u r a g e  t h e  a s c r i b i n g  t o o  mu c h  P o w e r  t o  i t : 
T h o ’ i n  t h i s  c a s e  we  d o n ’t  l ay  o u r  s t r e s s  u p o n 
t h e  s e n s e  o f  t h e  Wo rd  i n  t o k e n ,  ( a s  yo u  wo u l d 
have  u s  under s tood)  bu t  upon the  Repre sen t a t ion 
o f  t h o s e  w h o  h ave  b e e n  f o n d e s t  o f  t h i s  S i g n ,  I
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d i d  no t  s o  d i s t i n c t l y  c on s i d e r  y o u r  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n 
o f  t h e  Word s  i n  t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  O f f i c e ,  a s  you , 
i t  s eems ,  de s i r ’d ,  becau se  I  cou ld  no t  f ind  i t  d i f - 
f e ren t  f rom Mr.  Ol ly f f e ’s :  And  f o r  t h e  s ame  re a - 
s on  s h a l l  a g a i n  re f e r  you  t o  wha t  I  h ave  s a i d  t o 
h i m  u n d e r  t h i s  H e a d ,  t h a t  I  m ay n ’t  r u n  o u t  i n 
need l e s s  Repe t i t i on s .  On ly  two  o r  th ree  th ing s  I 
would not overlook.

Yo u  w o u l d  h a v e  i t  t h o u g h t  t h a t  I  m u c h 
M i s re p re s en t e d  you ,  when  upon  o c c a s i on  o f  my 
r e p e a t i n g  t h o s e  Wo r d s  o f  y o u r s ,  a  s e n s e  i n 
w h i c h  i t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t h e y  s h o u l d  b e  m e a n t  i n ,  I 
p r e s e n t l y  a d d  t h i s  Q u e s t i o n ,  A n d  d o e s  M r .  H . 
r ea l ly  th ink  i t  impos s i bl e  f o r  Pe r sons  t o  app r ehend th i s 
t o  b e  t h e i r  m e a n i n g ?  A s  i f  t h e r e  w e r e  s u c h  a 
m igh t y  d i f f e rence  be tween  t he s e  two !  A l a s s ,  S i r , 
L e t  w h a t  w i l l  b e  r e a l l y  m e a n t  b y  Wo r d s ,  t h e y 
a s s e r t  Pe r s on s  no  o t h e rw i s e ,  t h an  a s  t h ey  a p p r e - 
h e n d  t h y  w e r e  m e a n t .  A n d  t h a t  m o re  wa s  m e a n t 
in  th i s  c a s e  than  wa s  expre s s ’d ,  i s  wha t  any  Man , 
I  s h o u l d  t h i n k ,  wo u l d  b e  i n c l i n a b l e  t o  b e l i eve , 
t h a t  c on su l t e d  Mr.  Hook e r ,  a nd  Dr.  Comb e r ,  a nd 
Othe r s ,  t h a t  a re  re commended  a s  e xp l a i n i ng  t h e 
s e n s e  o f  y o u r  C h u r c h .  W h a t  y o u  a f t e r w a r d s 
a d d ,  i n  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  o f  yo u r  A r g u i n g  a g a i n s t 
Oc c a s i o n a l  Commun i o n ,  i n  a  way  o f  Re s emb l an c e 
( a s  you  a pp reh ended )  t o  ou r  A r gu i n g  u po n  t h i s 
Head ,  i s  no th i ng  t o  t h e  pu r po s e .  Fo r  t ho ’ many 
i n j u d i c i o u s  Pe o p l e  i n  yo u r  C h u r c h  a s c r i b e  t o o 
much  t o  t h e  S i gn  o f  t h e  C ro s s ,  a nd  t h i nk  t h e re 
i s  m o re  i n  i t  t h a n  t h e r e  r e a l l y  i s ;  ye t  t h ey  a r e 
en cou r a g ’d  s o  t o  do,  by  wha t  t h ey  f i nd  a s c r i b ’d 
to  i t ,  by  tho se  tha t  a re  reckon ’d  the  be s t  Exp l a i - 
n e r s  o f  t h e  S en s e  o f  t h e  Chu rch :  Whe re a s  t ho s e 
among  the  Di s s en te r s  tha t  a re  so  I n j ud i c i ou s  a s  to 
apprehend  tha t  the i r  P r inc ip l e s  wou ld  be  be t r ay ’d 
by an Occas iona l  Communion with thei r  Brethren, 
e i t h e r  unde r s t and  no t  t r u e  Ca tho l i ck  P r i n c i p l e s , 
o r  qu i t e  mi l t ake  the  dec l a red  Sen se  o f  tho se  who
  best
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b e s t  e x p l a i n  t h e m .  A g a i n ,  t h o ’ yo u  we r e  t e n 
t ime s  more  o f f ended  th an  you  a re,  I  c anno t  f o r - 
b e a r  r em emb r i n g  s u ch  t h i n g s  a s  s h ew  t h e  unwa r - 
r a n t a b l e n e s s  o f  t h e  M e t h o d s  o f  t h a t  C h u rc h  o f 
wh i ch  you  a re  so  fond ;  and  o f  th i s  n a tu re  I  t ake 
a  Min i s t e r ’s  Su sp en s i on  t o  b e,  f o r  om i t t i n g  t h e  Cro s s . 
Fo r  t ho ’ I  am  o f  Op in i on  t h a t  t h e  L aw  w i l l  j u - 
s t i f i e  t h e  Su s p e n d i n g  a  M i n i s t e r  f o r  n o t  a n sw e r i n g 
tho s e  Obl i ga t i ons  whi c h  he  ha th  so l emnly  b rough t  h im- 
s e l f  u n d e r ,  eve n  i n  M a t t e r s  a s  l i t t l e  E s s e n t i a l  a s 
t h i s  i s ;  ye t  I  d e s i re  t o  b e  ex cu s ’d  f rom be ing  o f 
a  Chu rch ,  t h a t  w i l l  i n  Ma t t e r s  own ’d  no t  t o  b e 
Es s en t i a l ,  f o rce  me  s o l emn ly  t o  b r i n g  my  s e l f  und e r 
su c h  Obl i ga t i on s ,  a s  wi l l  l eave  me l i able  to  Suspen- 
s ion ,  when I  wave  them,  in  compl i ance  wi th  such 
as really scruple them.

A g a i n ,  yo u r  A r g u m e n t ,  t h a t  i f  t h e  s u f f c i e n c y 
o f  Chr i s t ’s  In s t i tu i i on  c on s id e r ’d  by  i t  s e l f  b e  u r g ed  a - 
g a in s t  t h e  Cro s s,  i t  may  b e  s o  a l s o  a ga in s t  t h e  u s e  o f 
a ny  P raye r s  a t  t h e  S o l emn i t y  o f  B ap t i sm ,  w i l l  t h en 
ho ld  good ,  when  you  c an  p rove  the  Cro s s  a s  ne- 
ce s s a r y  where  the re  i s  room fo r  i t ,  a s  s e r iou s  re - 
g u l a r  P r aye r s  a r e  a t  s u c h  a  S o l e m n i t y :  B u t  t i l l 
then ,  you  may  amuse  your  Reader  a s  long  a s  you 
p l e a s e ,  w i t h  yo u r  A s  i f s ,  a n d  yo u r  C o m p l a i n t s ; 
bu t  t h ey  s i gn i f i e  no th ing .  Fo r  t h e  I n s t i t u t i on  i n 
i t s  ow n  N a t u r e  i m p l i e s  P r a ye r s ,  a n d  s u p p o s e s 
t h e m  w h e re  t h e r e  i s  ro o m :  B u t  i t  e x c l u d e s  t h e 
C ro s s  a s  a  D e d i c a t i n g ,  aye  o r  eve n  a  B e t o k e n i n g 
S i g n  i n  B a p t i s m ,  u n l e s s  yo u  c a n  p rove  t h a t  o u r 
S a v i o u r  l e f t  b e h i n d  h i m  a  w a r r a n t  t o  a n y  t o 
add it.

O n c e  m o re :  T h o ’ t h e  S i g n  o f  t h e  C r o s s  i s  n o t 
u s e d  i n  a n  I d o l a t r o u s  mann e r  amon g  u s ,  ye t  I ’m  o f 
B i s hop  Tay l o r ’s  m ind ,  wh i ch  you  w i s e l y  p a s s  by ; 
and s t i l l  s tand to i t ,  that  where any Custom had i t s 
r i s e  f rom Man ,  wa s  o r i g in a l ly  a  p r e c a r i o u s  Fan c y, 
and  h a s  n e i t h e r  Ne c e s s i t y  n o r  Conven i e n c y  b e l o n g i n g
  to
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t o  i t ;  i f  t h e  Pa p i s t s  h a v e  g r o s l y  a bu s e d  i t ,  w e  m ay 
s a f e l y  d i s c a r d  i t ;  n ay  t o  d o  i t  w o u l d  b e  o u r  W i s - 
dom.

A s  f o r  Kne e l i n g  a t  t h e  Commun i o n ,  t ho ’ I  t h i nk 
I  wa s  i n c l i n a b l e  t o  u nd e r s t a n d  y o u ,  ye t  I  c an ’t  ye t 
f i nd ,  t h a t  wha t  you  s ay  i s  j u s t i f i a b l e .  Fo r  t ho ’ I 
d e ny  n o t  t h e  L aw f u l n e s s  o f  t h i s  P r a c t i c e ,  ye t  I 
k n ow  n o t  t h a t  i n  my  A b r i d g m e n t  I  h ave  s a i d  a 
g r e a t  d e a l  f o r  i t :  A n d  i f  I  h a d  n o t ,  I  c a n ’t  s e e 
h ow  a ny  t h i n g  I  h ave  a d d e d  i n  my  l a s t  Pe r f o r - 
manc e ,  c ou l d  j u s t i f i e  you r  s ay i n g .  Th a t  I  h a d  a 
g r e a t  d e a l  t o  t h a t  P u r p o s e  i n  a  f o r m e r  B o o k , 
w h e r e  n e i t h e r  I ,  n o r  O t h e r s ,  a r e  a b l e  t o  f i n d 
it.

I f  B i s h o p s ,  P r i e s t s ,  a n d  D e a c o n s ,  h ave  b e e n 
i n  t h e  Chu rch  f rom  t h e  Apo s t l e s  T ime s ,  I  mu s t 
n e e d s  s ay  I  t h i n k  t h e m  t o  h ave  b e e n  o f  D i v i n e 
A p p o i n t m e n t .  A n d  I  t h i n k  t h e  a s s e r t i n g  t h e  o n e 
i s  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  t h e  o t h e r ;  a n d  t h a t  wa s  a l l  I 
I n t e n d e d  by  s o  e x p r e s s i n g  i t .  T h e  S e n t e n c e  i n 
the  Pre f ace,  which s ign i f i e s  they  have  been in  the 
C h u rc h  f ro m  t h e  A p o s t l e s  T i m e ,  i s  t h e  F u n d a - 
m e n t a l  P r i n c i p l e  t h e  O f f i c e  g o e s  u p o n ,  w h i c h 
p re suppo se s  i t .  Tha t  t h i s  S en t ence  h a s  no t h i n g  i n 
i t  c o n t ra r y  t o  t h e  Wo rd  o f  God ,  i s  more  th an  some 
Men  c an  d e c l a re ,  who  app rehend  t h ey  c an  t r a c e 
a  d i f f e rent  Se t t l ement  there  in  the  Apos t l e s  Time, 
t h an  the  men t ion  o f  t he s e  t h ree  Orde r s  ( a c co rd- 
i n g  t o  t h e  p re s e n t  N o t i o n  o f  t h e m )  wo u l d  l e a d 
them to expect.

A n d  t h o u g h  yo u  t e l l  m e ,  T h a t  t h e  P r a y e r s  i n 
t h e  O rd i n a t i o n  O f f i c e  i m p ly  n o t  a ny  t h i n g  p l a i n l y, 
bu t  t h a t  God  h a t h  a p p o i n t e d  d i v e r s  O rd e r s  o f  M in i - 
s t e r s  i n  h i s  Chur c h ;  ye t  a s  long  a s  the  Pre f ace  te l l s 
u s ,  tha t  the  Of f ice  was  des ig in ’d  for  the  Cont inu- 
ance  o f  those  ver y  Order s ,  which  i t  dec l a re s  have 
b e e n  i n  t h e  C h u r c h  f r o m  t h e  A p o s t l e s  T i m e ; 
we can’t  mi s take the meaning of  the  d iver s  Order s
  of
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o f  M i n i s t e r s  w h i c h  t h e  P r a ye r s  i n t i m a t e  we r e 
a ppo i n t ed ;  we  c an ’t  p re t end  t o  f a s t e n  any  o t h e r 
S en s e ,  t h a n  wha t  s u ppo s e s ,  B i s h o p s ,  P r i e s t s ,  a n d 
Deacons, to be directly referr’d to.

You  f a r t h e r  s ay,  A l l  t h a t  i s  i n t ended ,  i s ,  Th a t 
we  ow n  t h a t  we  t h i n k  i t  a n  e v i d e n t  Tr u t h ,  t h a t 
the re  have  been  th ree  such  d i s t i nc t  Orde r s  a l l  a - 
l o n g :  B u t  h ow  c a n  t h ey  ow n  t h i s ,  w h o  a r e  s o 
f a r  f rom  t h i nk i ng  i t  ev i d en t ,  t h a t  t h ey  que s t i on 
whe t h e r  i t  b e  a  Tru t h .  You  t e l l  me,  you  a re  f a r 
f rom mean i n g  t h i s :  And  ye t  s uppo s i ng  t h e  A s s en t 
and  Con sen t  requ i r ’d ,  re f e r s  t o  th a t  Sen t ence,  a s 
the  g round of  the  Of f ice  for  Ordina t ion,  I  cannot 
s e e  how  you  c an  g e t  o f f  f rom  i t .  You r  I n s t a n c e 
wh i ch  you  b rough t  f o r  a  Pa r a l l e l  a s  t o  t h e  Ex i - 
g e n c e  o f  o u r  B l e s s e d  L o rd  b e f o r e  h e  wa s  b o r n  o f  t h e 
V i r g i n  M a r y ,  I  t h o u g h t  u n h a p p y :  A n d  m u s t 
s t i l l  s a y.  T h a t  I  d o n ’ t  t h i n k  i t  e x a c t l y  q u a - 
drates.

T h o u g h  I  c a n  s a y,  ’ T i s  e v i d e n t  t o  a l l  M e n 
d i l i g en t ly  Read in g  t h e  Ho ly  S c r i p t u r e s,  t h a t  ou r  Lo rd 
h a d  a  B e i n g  b e f o r e  h i s  B i r t h  o f  t h e  V i r g i n ,  a s  l ong 
a s  I  c an  f i nd  i t  t he re :  ye t  I  c an ’t  s ay  the  D ioce- 
s a n  E p i s c o p a c y,  a n d  yo u r  M o d e r n  D e a c o n s ,  a r e 
E v i d e n t  t o  a l l  M e n  R e a d i n g  t h e  H o l y  S c r i p t u r e s , 
b e c a u s e  I  c a n ’t  f i n d  a n y  t h i n g  o f  t h e m  t h e r e ; 
nor  c an  I  pe rce ive,  tha t  tho se  who a re  mos t  fond 
o f  t h em c an  he re i n  go  any  f a r t h e r  t h an  my  s e l f . 
For  tho ’ they  make  migh ty  Boa s t s ,  ye t  when  they 
c o m e  t o  b e  p r e s s ’d ,  t h e y  c o m m o n l y  l e a ve  t h e 
Holy Scriptures, and fly to Antiquity.

You  may  a s k  a s  o f t e n  a s  you  p l e a s e .  Who  d o e s 
no t  s e e  th i s ?  And,  Who doe s  no t  s e e  tha t ?  (Whic h  i s 
su c h  a  so r t  o f  Rep ly,  a s  I  have  been  too  much  used  t o, 
t o  b e  m u c h  s u r p r i z ’d  a t . )  I t  a n s we r s  n o t  yo u r 
E n d ,  a s  l o n g  a s  a ny  M a n  m ay  s e e ,  t h a t  i f  yo u 
keep up three such Order s  in  your Church as  your 
p r e f e c t  B i s h o p s ,  P r i e s t s ,  a n d  D e a c o n s  a r e ,  u n d e r
  this
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t h i s  p r e t e n c e ,  t h a t  t h e r e  h ave  b e e n  t h r e e  s u c h 
O rd e r s  i n  t h e  C h u rc h  f ro m  t h e  A p o s t l e s  T i m e, 
i f  you can ’t  prove  there  have  been three  such Or- 
d e r s ,  y o u r  A s s e r t i o n  c o m e s  t o  n o t h i n g .  A n d 
the re fo re  your  Po s i t ion  i s  a s  d i rec t l y  ove r th rown, 
i f  i t  be  made  appea r  the re  ha s  no t  a l l  a long  been 
su ch  Dea c o n s  a s  you r s ,  a s  i f  i t  we re  p roved ,  t h a t 
there  ha s  not  a l l  a long  been such Bi shop s  a s  those 
in your Church.

O n  t h i s  a c c o u n t  ’t i s  mu c h  t o  t h e  p u r p o s e  t o 
l a y,  t h a t  P r e a c h i n g  D e a c o n s  w e r e  u n k n o w n  i n  t h e 
a p o s t l e s  T ime s .  You  t ake  me  up  p re s en t l y  i ndeed , 
by  t e l l i ng  me,  th a t  S t .  S t e ph en ’s  be ing  a  Deacon , 
and  h i s  a t t end ing  upon  meane r  Of f i c e s,  d i d  no t  a t  a l l 
h i n d e r,  b u t  t h a t  h e  m i g h t  l aw f u l l y  P r e a c h  a s  O c c a - 
s i o n  o f f e r e d .  I  r e a d i l y  g r a n t  i t :  Bu t  I  c a n  h a rd l y 
s u p p o s e  yo u  c o u l d  h ave  a p p r e h e n d e d  yo u r  R e - 
mark  had  been  a t  a l l  need fu l ,  had  you  con s ide r ’d 
t h o s e  Wo rd s  o f  m i n e  t h a t  i m m e d i a t e l y  f o l l ow, 
v i z .  P r e a c h i n g  wa s  n o t  t h e n  a  Pa r t  o f  t h e  O f f i c e,  a s 
now.

The re  I  l ay  my  s t r e s s ;  a nd  ye t  you  p a s s  i t  by ; 
and I  conf i r m,  i t  by a  Pas sage f rom Oecumenius ,  o f 
w h i c h  y o u  t a k e  n o  n o t i c e :  I f  y o u  h a d ,  y o u 
cou ld  no t  c e r t a i n l y  h ave  a sk ’d  me.  Whe th e r  P r e a - 
c h i n g  De s t r oy s  t h e  E s s e n t i a l s  o f  Dea c on sh i p ?  Fo r  he 
t e l l s  you ,  th a t  an  Orde r  o f  Deacon s ,  who  by  be- 
i ng  s u ch  a re  empower ’d  t o  P re a ch ,  i s  qu i t e  ano- 
t h e r  t h i n g  f rom  t h e  f i r s t  De a c o n s .  A n d  i f  i t  b e 
so,  t hen  tho ’ you  d i d  n o t  t h i nk  o f  a  D i s pu t e  a b ou t 
De a c o n s ,  b e i ng  con f i n ’d  i n  you r  Though t s  t o  t h e 
S u p e r i o r i t y  o f  B i s h o p s  o v e r  P r e s by t e r s ;  ye t  o n e  o f 
you r  p re s en t  t h re e  Orde r s  i s  gone,  a nd  s o  t h e re 
are but two remaining.

B u t  t o  c o m e  t o  t h e  O r d e r  o f  B i s h o p s .  I f 
t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  B i s h o p s  o v e r  m e e r  P r e s by t e r s,  w i t h 
s u c h  D i s t i n c t  O f f i c e s  a s  you  a s c r i b e  t o  e a c h  o f  t h em , 
and  t h a t  f rom the  .Apo s t l e s  T ime s ,  I ’m  re ady  t o
  acknow-
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acknowledge to you the Dispute about Order  and Degree 
i s  so  f a r  ne ed l e s s ,  a s  tha t  i t  may  we l l  be  fo r  bor n . 
You  a re  p l e a s ’d  f o r  P roo f  t o  re f e r  t o  A rchb i shop 
U s h e r ,  B i s h o p  P e a r s o n ,  a n d  M r .  C h i l l i n g w o r t h . 
And .  I  mu s t  t e l l  you ,  one  s i ng l e  B l ond e l  s u f f i c e s 
m e  i n  a n swe r  t o  a l l  o f  t h e m .  I  m ay  we l l  t h i n k 
I  have  su f f i c i en t ly  gua rd ed  a ga in s t  the  Not ion o f  an 
Apo s t o l i c a l  Ep i s c op a c y,  l i ke  ou r s  i n  Eng l a n d ,  i n 
t h e  F i r s t  Pa r t  o f  my  De f e n c e ,  t i l l  I  s e e  you r  un - 
a n s w e r a b l e  C o n f u t a t i o n  o f  i t .  B u t  y o u  s t o p 
shor t ,  tha t  you may take me to ta sk  for  dea l ing so 
gent ly with you upon so foul  a  Mis take as  you had 
b e en  gu i l t y  o f ,  when  I  s a i d  no  mo re ,  t h an  t h a t 
you  we re  no t  o v e r  f a i r  i n  C i t i n g  Mr .  B ax t e r  upon 
t h i s  H e a d .  H av i n g  n ow  s e e n  yo u r  V i n d i c a t i o n , 
I  h ave  ye t  m o re  t o  s ay.  B u t  I ’ l l  f i r s t  s t a t e  t h e 
Matter fairly, and then make my Remark.

I  wa s  i n  t h e  S even th  Chap t e r  o f  my  Ab r i dg e_ 
m e n t ,  g i v i n g  M r .  B a x t e r ’s  S e n s e  i n  s h o r t  f ro m 
h i m s e l f ,  a s  t o  t h e  E r a s t i a n ,  E p i s c o p a l ,  P r e s b y t e - 
r i a n ,  a n d  I n d e p e n d e n t  P r i n c i p l e s  o f  C h u rc h  G o - 
ve r nmen t ,  w i th  none  o f  wh i ch  he  cou ld  en t i re l y 
f a l l  i n ,  t ho ’ h e  re ckon ’d  e a ch  h ad  s ome  pecu l i a r 
Tr u th s  wh ich  the  o the r  Pa r t i e s  were  ap t  to  ove r - 
look.

A s  t o  t h e  Ep i s c o p a l  Pa r t y,  h e  i n c l i n ’d  t o  a l l ow 
t h e m  t wo  o f  t h e i r  g r e a t  P r i n c i p l e s ,  ( 1 . )  A  S u - 
p e r i o r i t y  i n  t h e  P r im i t i v e  Chu r c h ,  o f  g e n e ra l  un f i x ’d 
C h u r c h  O f f i c e r s ,  o v e r  f i x ’d  B i s h o p s  o r  P a s t o r s . 
( 2 . )  An  e a r ly  f i x i n g  i n  Pa r t i c u l a r  Chu r c h e s,  o f  B i ~ 
s h o p s  t h a t  h a d  P r e s b y t e r s  u p d e r  t h e m .  T h i s  h e 
ow n ’d  w a s  s o  e a r l y,  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  n o t  a l l ow 
himse l f  to oppose such Bishops ,  tho’ he could f ind 
n o t h i n g  f a vo u r i n g  t h e m  i n  S c r i p t u r e .  I n  yo u r 
F i r s t  B o o k  a g a i n s t  m e ,  yo u  r e f e r  t o  t h i s  p l a c e ,  
a nd  p roduc e  Mr.  Bax t e r ,  ( 1 . )  A s  a s s e r t i n g  a  S u - 
p e r i o r i t y  ma i n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  P r im i t i v e  Chu r c h  by  un -  
f i x ’d  C h u r c h  O f f i c e r s ,  o v e r  P a s t o r s  i n  g e n e r a l ;
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wh i l e  he  mean t  i t  on ly  ove r  such  Pa s t o r s  a s  we re 
B i s h o p s .  ( 2 . )  A s  a s s e r t i n g ,  t h a t  i t  a p p e a r s  i n 
S c r i p t u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  wa s  s u c h  a  S u p e r i o r i t y,  a s 
he  dec l a red  expre s ly  the  Scr ip ture  d id  not  f avour. 
Th i s  b e i n g  t h e  t r u e  s t a t e  o f  t h e  Ca s e ,  I  s a i d  i n 
my  S e c o n d  d e f e n c e ,  t h a t  yo u  we r e  n o t  o v e r  f a i r 
i n  c i t i n g  h im .  And  t h i s  I  t h i nk  wa s  r a t h e r  ove r 
s o f t ,  t h a n  o v e r  s e v e r e .  I  a d d e d  a l s o ,  t h a t  t o 
s e r ve  you r  own  Pu r po s e ,  you  had  l e f t  ou t  the  word 
B i s h o p s ,  a n d  m e n t i o n ’d  o n l y  t h e  wo rd  Pa s t o r s , 
when you rec i ted h i s  As ser t ion out  o f  my Abr idg- 
m e n t .  A n d  u p o n  t h i s  yo u  a r e  a l l  i n  a  F l a m e , 
Bu t  I  hope  a  l i t t l e  Con s i d e r a t i on  may  c a lm  and 
c o o l  yo u .  Yo u  i n t i m a t e  I  c a n ’ t  g i v e  t h e  l e a s t 
s h ad ow  o f  a  P r o o f,  e i t h e r  t h a t  you r  Pu r p o s e  i s  a t  a l l 
s e r v ’d  by  t h i s  Om i s s i o n ,  o r  t h a t  h i s  S e n s e  c o u l d  b e 
mo r e  i n t e l l i g e b ly  exp r e s s ’d  t han  you  have  exp r e s s ’d  i t . 
I  t h i n k  I  c a n  g i v e  s u b s t a n t i a l  P r o o f  o f  b o t h ; 
and there fore  can’t  see  how I  am obl i g ’d  t o  a c know- 
l e d g e  I  h a ve  d on e  you  an  I n j u r y  i n  t h i s  Cha r g e.  My 
P r o o f  t h a t  M r.  Bax t e r ’s  S e n s e  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  mo r e 
in t e l l i g i bly  expre s s ’d ,  so  a s  t o  be  more  t ru ly  unde r s t ood 
by  your  Reade r,  than a s  you have  expr e s s ’d  i t ,  i s  th i s ; 
Tha t  h ad  you  s a i d  Mr.  Bax t e r  h ad  a s s e r t ed  a  Su- 
pe r io r i ty  in  the  Pr imi t ive  Church  over  Bi shop s  o r 
Pa s t o r s ,  m a i n t a i n ’d  b y  g e n e r a l  u n f i x ’d  C h u r c h 
O f f i c e r s ,  y o u  h a d  t h e n  c l e a r ’d  h i m  f r o m  i n - 
t i m a t i n g ,  t h a t  t h o s e  we r e  m c e r  P r e s by t e r s  t h a t 
t h e  Apo s t l e s  o r  Evange l i s t s  a t  f i r s t  ma i n t a i n ’d  a 
Supe r io r i t y  ove r,  wh i ch  wa s  a  th ing  ve r y  remote 
f rom h i s  Though t s :  And  th i s  he  gua rded  ag a in s t ; 
b y  s t i l i n g  t h e m  B i s h o p s  o r  Pa s t o r s .  T h e y  we r e 
such Pas tor s  a s  were more than our  Moder n,  Pres- 
b y t e r s ;  f o r  t h e y  w e r e  p r o p e r  B i s h o p s :  T h e y 
had  the  en t i re  Pa s to r a l  Ca re  o f  the  F lock s  wh ich 
t h e  Ho l y  Gho s t  commi t t ed  t o  t h em ,  wh i ch  Mo- 
d e r n  P re s by t e r s  h ave  n o t :  W h e re a s  yo u  by  c a l - 
l ing  them on ly  Pa s to r s ,  wou ld  s eem to  in s innua te
  from
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f rom h im,  tha t  they  were  on ly  such  Pas t o r s  a s  a re 
you r  P re s by t e r s  i n  t h e  Chu rch  o f  Eng l a n d ,  f rom 
w h o m ,  i n  M r .  B a x t e r ’s  O p i n i o n ,  t h e y  w i d e l y 
differ’d. 

A n d  i t  i s  t h e  s a m e  w a y  e v i d e n t ,  t h a t  y o u r 
P u r p o s e  i s  s e r v e d  by  t h i s  O m i s s i o n .  Fo r  t h e  wo rd 
B i s h o p s  b e i n g  l e f t  ou t ,  Mr.  Bax t e r  s e em s  t o  a n - 
swe r  you r  end ,  a s  a s s e r t i ng  Bi s h op s  above  Pr e s by - 
t e r s  i n  t h e  Apo s to l i c a l  Chu rch ;  whe re a s  h ad  you 
put  i t  a s  he,  Bi shop s  o r  Pas t o r s ,  the  Pa s s age  would 
have  c ro s s ’d  your  End ;  by  a s s e r t ing  a  Supe r io r i t y 
o f  Apo s t l e s  a nd  Evange l i s t s ,  a nd  o the r  s u ch  Ge- 
n e r a l  O f f i c e r s ,  who  we re  a  s o r t  o f  A rchb i s hop s ’ 
ove r  p ro p e r  B i s h o p s ,  b u t  h a d  s a i d  n o t h i n g  o f 
P r e s b y t e r s ,  t h a t  y o u  w e r e  t o  p r o v e  f r o m  h i m 
were  Or ig ina l l y  d i s t inc t  f rom Bi shop s ,  tho ’ he  de- 
c l a r e s  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  s a y  n o t h i n g  o f  t h e  m a t - 
ter. 

Yo u  h av i n g  s o l e m n l y  p r o f e s s ’d ,  t h a t  y o u  h a d  n o 
De s i g n  t o  s e r v e  by  l e a v i n g  o u t  t h e  w o rd  B i s hop s ,  I 
s h a n ’t  p re t e n d  a s  t o  t h a t  t o  a r g u e  a g a i n s t :  yo u ; 
yo u  b e s t  k n ow  yo u r  ow n  D e s i g n s ;  bu t  t h a t  yo u ’ 
cou ld  have  none,  I  c an ’t ,  ag ree ;  becau se  the  pu t - 
t i ng  in  the  word  Bi sh op s ,  en t i re l y  a l t e r s  t h e  S en s e 
o f  t h e  P r o p o s i t i o n .  S o  t h a t  i f  i n  t h i s  c a s e  I  h ave 
t a ken  a  s t r a n g e  l i b e r t y  o f  A c c u s i n g  y o u ,  I  am  u n - 
avo id ab l y  f o rc ’d  t o  pe r s i s t  i n  i t ;  w i th  t h i s  Add i - 
t i o n a l  C h a r g e ,  T h a t  yo u  h ave  R e p re s e n t e d  M r. 
B a x t e r  a s  l o o k i n g  u p o n  t h a t  s o r t  o f  E p i s c o p a c y 
a s  f avo u r ’d  i n  S c r i p t u re ,  w h i c h  h e  e x p re s l y  d e - 
c l a r ’d  h e  c o u l d  f i n d  n o t h i n g  t h e r e  t o  f a vo u r . 
Bu t  b e c au s e  I  h ad  b e en  s o  f avou r ab l e  t o  you  i n 
s ay i ng  i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  no  more  t h an  t h a t  you  we re 
no t  o v e r  f a i r ,  you  t ake  encou r agemen t  t o  c a l l  u p - 
on  me  t o  j u s t i f i e  my  s e l f  f o r  om i t t i n g  a  ve r y  c on s i d e - 
r a b l e  Pa r t  o f  h i s  S e n t e n c e  i n  my  Ab r i d gm e n t :  Tho 
yo u  a r e  s o  wo n d e r f u l  C a n d i d ,  t h a t  yo u  wo n ’t 
s ay  I  d id  i t  t o  s e r ve  any  Pu r po s e  o f  my  own .  Tr u ly, 
  Sir,
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S i r ,  i f  I  mu s t  come  to  Con f e s s i on ,  I  wa s  unw i l - 
l i n g  t o  A b r i d g e  M r .  B a x t e r  a s  t h e  S c h o l a r  d i d 
Z a b a r e l ,  by  Tr a n s c r i b i n g  h i m ;  a n d  f o r  t h a t  r e a - 
son  I  omi t t ed  an  hundred  th ing s  tha t  in  the  op i - 
n i on  o f  s ome  m igh t ,  b e  a s  ma t e r i a l  a s  you  s e em 
t o  a p p r e h e n d  w h a t  I  o m i t t e d  i n  t h i s  c a s e .  B u t 
make  you  the  mos t  o f  wha t  you  have  Tran s c r i b ’d 
t h a t  I  h ave  o m i t t e d ,  e i t h e r  t h e r e  o r  e l s ew h e re , 
I f  y o u  c a n  p r o v e  f r o m  M r .  B a x t e r ,  t h a t  h e 
though t  re ad ing  the  Sc r i p tu re s  wou ld  conv ince  a 
M a n  t h a t  t h e r e  we r e  B i s h o p s  a b ove  P r e s by t e r s , 
f rom the  ve r y  Day s  o f  t he  Apo s t l e s ,  I ’ l l  own  my 
s e l f  mu c h  m i s t a ke n .  B u t  yo u  a f t e r wa rd s  p u t  m e 
in  mind ,  tha t  in  the  Pa s s age  you  c i t ed  ou t  o f  the 
l a r g e  L i f e  w h i c h  I  o m i t t e d  i n  t h e  A b r i d g m e n t , 
Mr.  Bax t e r  own s ,  t h a t  t h e re  we r e  B i s h o p s  s u p e r i o r 
t o  P r e s by t e r s  i n  o n e  o f  t h e  Ap o s t l e ’s  Day s .  I  g r an t 
h e  doe s  s ay  t h e re  wa s  s o,  a s  t o  s ome  Chu rche s : 
B u t  h e  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  s ay s ,  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  s e e 
n o t h i n g  a t  a l l  i n  S c r i p t u r e  f o r  t h em ,  wh i c h  wa s  a ny 
w h i t  c o g e n t .  A n d  i f  n o t ,  I  t h i n k  I  h ave  p rove d 
t h e  A r g u m e n t  f r o m  A n t i q u i t y  u p o n  t h i s  H e a d 
to  be  ve r y  l ame  and  de f e c t ive.  Bu t  a f t e r  a l l ,  i n - 
s t e ad  o f  t h ank ing  me  t h a t  I  h ad  d e a l t  s o  g en t l y, 
when  you  g ave  me  s u ch  a n  Advan t a g e ,  y o u  p r ay 
God  t o  f o r g i v e  me  my  l i c e n t i o u s  way  o f  h and l i n g  my 
A d v e r s a r y !  B u t  r e a l l y,  S i r ,  yo u  c r y  o u t  b e f o r e 
yo u  a r e  h u r t .  W h o  wo u l d  n o t  p i t y  a  G e n t l e - 
man  s o  m i s e r ab l y  t re a t ed ,  a s  t o  b e  t o l d ,  t h a t  h e 
wa s  no t  o ve r  f a i r ,  when  he  b rough t  a  P roo f ,  t h a t 
i f  r i gh t l y  p roduc ’d ,  wou ld  h ave  made  d i re c t l y  a - 
gainst him.

Bu t  i t  may  be  you ’ l l  t e l l  me  nex t  t ime,  th a t  i t 
wa s  n o t  f o r  t h i s  t h a t  yo u  b ro u g h t  t h a t  C h a r g e 
a  ga in  i t  me,  ( tho ’ I  c an ’t  he lp  apprehend ing  tha t 
t h i s ,  w i t h  t h e  s e r v i n g  y o u r  Pu r p o s e ,  c ame  i n  a l s o 
f o r  a  s h a re  i n  t h e  Commo t i on )  bu t  f o r  my  s ay - 
ing ,  th a t  you  d r ew  i n  Mr.  Bax te r  a s  a s s e r t i n g,  t h a t
  it
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i t  w a s  e v i d e n t  t o  a l l  r e a d i n g  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s,  t h a t 
t h e r e  w e r e  B i s h o p s  o v e r  P r e s b y t e r s  f r o m  t h e  v e r y 
Day s  o f  t h e  Ap o s t l e s :  Wh i ch  you  d eny  w i t h  s u ch 
a  ve h e m e n c e ,  t h a t  yo u  d e c l a r e ,  i f  t h e r e  b e  a n y 
th ing  l i k e  i t  i n  you r  who l e  Book ,  you  d e s i r e  t o  f o r f e i t 
y o u r  C r e d i t  f o r  e v e r .  R e a l l y,  S i r ,  I ’ m  l o r r y  yo u 
r u n  s o  h i g h .  T h i s  l o o k s  i n d e e d  l i k e  o n e  t h a t 
i s  fo r  hav ing  ever y  th ing  he  wr i t e s  a s  p e r f e c t  a s  i s 
possible. 

B u t  I  wo n ’t  b e a r  h a rd  u p o n .  yo u .  I  o n l y  d e - 
s i r e  yo u  t o  r e m e m b e r  t h e  t h i n g  we  wa s  u p o n , 
was  th i s  Expre s s ion  in  the  Pre f ace  to  the  Ord ina- 
t i on  Of f i c e,  t h a t  i t  i s  e v i d e n t  t o  a l l  Men  d i l i g e n t ly 
r e a d i n g  t h e  h o l y  S c i r i p t u r e s,  a n d  a n c i e n t  Au t h o r s, 
t h a t  f r o m  t h e  A p o s t l e s  t i m e,  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  t h e s e 
Orde r s  in  Chr i s t ’s  Chur c h ,  B i shop s,  P r i e s t s,  and  Dea- 
c o n s,  a s  s e v e r a l  O f f i c e s .  B i s hop  Pe a r s o n ,  D r.  Ham- 
mond ,  a nd  Mr.  Ch i l l i n gwo r t h ,  whom you  p roduce 
a s  Voucher s ,  do  a l l  a s s e r t  th i s  Expre s s ion  ju s t i f i a - 
b l e :  A n d  M r.  B a x t e r  w i t h  yo u  c o m e s  n e x t ,  a n d 
brings up the Rear.

T h o u g h  I  g r a n t  yo u  d o n ’t  i n  s o  m a ny  Wo rd s 
dec l a re,  t h a t  h e  a s s e r t s  t h a t  t h i s  Sup e r i o r i t y  o f  B i - 
s h o p s  o v e r  P r e s b y t s r s  i s  e v i d e n t  t o  a l l  r e a d i n g  t h e 
S c r i p t u r e s ;  ye t  you  b r ing  h im in  a s  in  th i s  re spec t 
o f  t h e  s a m e  M i n d  w i t h  t h o s e  t h a t  d o  a s s e r t  i t ; 
and  th i s  i s  I  th ink  s ome t h i n g  l i k e  t he  ma t t e r,  tho ’ 
no t  ex a c t l y  t h e  s ame :  And  so  f o r  t h i s  t ime  you r 
Cr e d i t  i s  n o t  q u i t e  l o s t  f o r  e v e r :  Tho ’ m i gh t  I  b e 
a l l owed  t o  a d v i s e  you ,  i t  s hou l d  b e  t o  b e  mo re 
spar ing o f  i t  for  the  fu ture,  a s  you des i re  to  avoid 
t h e  A v e r s i o n  a n d  I n d i g n a t i o n  o f  y o u r  R e a d e r ,  t o 
which you seem so unwilling to be expos’d.

Though I  th ink  the  Phra se  o f  God’s  t ak ing  t o  o f 
h i m s e l f  t h e  S o u l s  o f  P e r s o n s  d e p a r t e d ,  l i a b l e  t o 
g rea t  Abuse  in  a  Publ ick Off ice,  when used in  the 
ca se  o f  Impen i t en t  S inne r s ;  ye t  a s  long a s  you can ’t 
approve  o f  s ay ing ,  tha t  God does  th i s  o f  h i s  g rea t
 C c Mercy,

Of the Bur- 
rial Office.
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M e r c y ,  ( i n  w h i c h  I ’ m  g l a d  t o  f i n d  yo u  o f  a n o - 
t h e r  m ind  t h an  you  we re  o f  when  you  d rew  up 
you r  An swe r  t o  Mr.  Tay l o r )  I  p a s s  i t  ove r ;  on l y 
Quer y ing  wha t  i s  become o f  the  As s en t  and  Con - 
s e n t  t o  a l l  a nd  e v e r y  t h i n g  c o n t a i n e d  and  p r e s c r i b e d , 
W h e n  t h i s  i s  a s  mu c h  c o n t a i n e d  a n d  p re s c r i b e d 
a s  a ny  p a r t  o f  t h e  O f f i c e ?  A n d  t h e  Q u e r y  r e - 
tu r n s ,  i f  you  have  no  Hope  i n  the i r  Ca s e.  To  me 
such  a  Dec l a r a t i on  o f  A s s en t  and  Con sen t  wou ld 
seem to car r y in i t  an Obl igat ion to use th i s  Of f i c e  in 
a l l  Ca s e s  w i t h o u t  u n ex c e p t e d  Va r i a t i o n s .  The  t r u th 
o f  my  S t o r y  a b o u t  A rc h b i s h o p  S a n c r o f t  I  a m  a s 
we l l  s a t i s f y ’d  i n ,  a s  you  i n  you r s  t h a t  you  re l a t e 
c o n c e r n i n g  h i m ,  w h i c h  I  wo n ’t  s ay  I  f i n d  mu c h 
q u e s t i o n ’d ;  b e c au s e  I  wou ld  no t  a l l ow  my  s e l f  t o 
m a i n t a i n  a  D e b a t e  w i t h  a  M a n ,  o f  w h o l e  Ve r a - 
c i t y  I  h a d  s o  l ow  a n  o p i n i o n ,  a s  t o  s u p p o s e  h e 
wou l d  ob t r ud e  a  S t o r y  o f  t h a t  n a t u re  upon  me, 
w h i c h  h e  h a d  n o t  g o o d  R e a s o n  t o  b e l i e ve  wa s 
true.

G r a n t i n g  t h e re f o re  t h e  t r u t h  o f  yo u r  Pa s s a g e , 
I  o n l y  a d d ,  t h a t  h a d  yo u  l i v ’d  i n  h i s  D i o c e s e , 
and  he  h ad  g iven  you  a  D i s pen s a t i on ,  you r  P ro - 
c e d u re  wo u l d  h ave  b e e n  t h e  m o re  wa r r a n t a b l e . 
Bu t  w i t hou t  s u ch  a  D i s pen s a t i on ,  I  c an ’t  unde r - 
s t and  an  omi s s i on  o f  the  sma l l e s t  Ph r a s e  th rough 
D i s l i k e ,  a f t e r  s u c h  a n  A p p ro b a t i o n  o f  a l l  a n d 
eve r y  t h i ng ,  a s  t h e  Dec l a r a t i on  amoun t s  t o.  Bu t 
a s  f o r  t h e  A r g u m e n t  yo u  d r aw  f ro m  t h a t  A rc h - 
b i shop ’s  own Subsc r ip t ion  and  Dec l a r a t ion ,  to  h i s 
S en s e  o f  t h e  F i t n e s s  o f  t h i s  en t i re  Fo r m ,  I  c an ’t 
s e e  i t  h a s  any  t h ing  i n  i t ,  un l e s s  you  c an  p rove, 
t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  c h a n g e  h i s  M i n d  a f t e r w a r d s . 
Fo r  i f  i t  b e  b u t  p o s s i b l e ,  t h a t  h e  m i g h t  t h i n k 
t h a t  t h i s  e n t i r e  F o r m  wa s  f i t  t o  b e  u s e d  ove r  t h e 
G r ave s  o f  a l l  t h a t  d i e d ,  ( a s  m a n y  o t h e r s  h ave 
done  be fore  h im)  when he  made  the  Subsc r ip t ion 
a n d  D e c l a r a t i o n ;  a n d  m i g h t  a f t e r wa r d s  c h a n g e
  his

p. 56. 
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his  Mind as  to notor ious  and impeni tent  Sinner s ,  your 
Argument drops of course.

Th i s  O f f i c e  i s  p l a i n l y  a l l  o f  a  P i e c e  f rom  t h e 
f i r s t  b e g i n n i n g  o f  c o m m i t t i n g  t h e  B o d y  t o  t h e 
G ro u n d .  I  d o n ’t  s ay  i t  wa s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d e s i g n e d 
f o r  t h e  w i c k e d e s t  M e n ;  t h a t ’s  h a r d :  B u t  I  l o o k 
u p o n  i t  a s  d e s i g n ’d  f o r  g e n e r a l  l i f e ,  u n l e s s  i n 
t h e  c a s e s  e x c ep t ed ;  a nd  t h a t  t h e  Pe r s on  I n t e r r ’d 
i s  r e f e r r ’d  t o  a l l  a l o n g ,  wo u l d  s c a r c e  b e  d e ny ’d 
by  a ny  one  t h a t  h a d  no t  a  Pu r po s e  t h a t  way  t o 
s e r ve.  Bu t  tha t  when  I  j o in  w i th  a  Min i s t e r  ove r 
t h e  G r ave  o f  a  d e c e a s ed  Acqua i n t an c e,  a nd  h e a r 
h im say ing ,  tha t  God hav ing  in  g r e a t  me r c y  t aken  t o 
himse l f  the Soul  o f  a dear  Brother  depar ted,  he there fo re 
c ommi t s  h i s  Body  t o  t h e  Ground ,  i n  s u r e  and  c e r t a i n 
h op e  o f  t h e  Re su r r e c t i o n  t o  e t e r n a l  L i f e :  I  mus t  un- 
d e r s t a n d  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  Pa r a g r a p h  o f  t h e 
I n t e r r ’d  Pe r s on ,  bu t  t a ke  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  i t  a s 
r e f e r r i n g  t o  a l l  o t h e r  I n t e r r ’d  Pe r s on s ,  t h i s  i s  a 
J e s t ;  a n d  t o  m a ke  a ny  t h i n g  o f  i t ,  r e q u i r e s  a n 
Unde r s t a nd i ng  o f  t h e  s ame  d imen s i on s  w i t h  t h e 
C o l l i e r s  F a i t h :  I t  r e q u i r e s  a  M a n  t o  S e e  a s  t h e 
Chu rch  S e e s ,  a s  we l l  a s  Be l i eve  a s  s h e  Be l i eve s . 
The  s ame  S en t enc e  i s  much  b e t t e r  e xp re s s ’d  i n - 
deed in  the  Of f i ce  for  Bur i a l s  a t  Sea :  But  a s  long 
a s  i t  r e m a i n s  u n c h a n g ’d  i n  t h e  O f f i c e  f o r  L a n d 
B u r i a l ,  I  c o u l d  n o t  a p p rove  i t ,  n o r  c o n s e n t  t o 
u s e  i t .  To  m e  i t  p l a i n l y  a p p e a r s  t o  g o  m u c h 
t o o  f a r ,  a s  I  h ave  s i g n i f y ’d  b e f o r e .  B u t  a s  f o r 
you .  S i r,  i f  you  a re  no t  ob l i g ’d  t o  u s e  t h e  who l e 
O f f i c e  o v e r  i m p e n i t e n t  S i n n e r s ,  I ’ m  v e r y  w e l l 
pleas’d.

A s  t o  the  Des i g n  o f  t h e  Chu r c h  i n  t he  c a s e,  i n - 
d e ed ,  I  h ave  l i t t l e  t o  s ay.  I f  s h e  d e s i gn ’d  D i s c i - 
p l ine,  and  so  to  have  th i s  Of f i c e  on ly  Read  ove r 
such  a s  d ied  in  a  Church  tha t  had  Regu la r  Di sc i - 
p l ine,  she  ha s  been ver y  neg l igent  in  hav ing  done 
s o  l i t t l e  a l l  t h i s  t i m e ,  t owa rd s  t h e  p u t t i n g  h e r .
 C c 2 Designs
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De s i gn s  i n  Exe cu t i on :  Bu t  a s  l ong  a s  i h e  h a s  i n 
t he  mean  t ime  requ i t ’d ,  t h a t  t h e  u s e  o f  t h i s  O f - 
f i c e,  a s  i t  now s t and s ,  shou ld  be  con sen ted  to  by 
a l l  h e r  Du t i f u l  Son s ,  excep t  i n  such  c a s e s  a s  ( he 
ha s  excepted ,  I  don ’t  s ee  her  Des ign  a f fo rd s  them 
any  Re l i e f :  I  th ink  they  mus t  e ’ en  s a t i s f i e  them- 
s e l v e s ,  l i k e  c o n t e n t e d  C h i l d r e n ,  w i t h  w i s h i n g 
t h a t  t h e  O f f i c e  wa s  a l t e r ’d ,  a s  s h e  d o e s  w i t h 
w i s h i n g  t h a t  t h e  G o d ly  D i s c i p l i n e  wa s  r e s t o r ’d .  I f , 
howeve r,  you  c an  keep  i n  he r  Good  Gr a ce s ,  and 
yet  a l ter  i t  a s  you see Occas ion in par t icular  cases , 
I ’ m  ve r y  we l l  c o n t e n t e d .  L e t  t h e  C a n o n  s t a n d 
fo r  a  Cyphe r ;  and  no t  on l y  t h i s ,  bu t  a l l  t he  re s t 
t o o,  i f  yo u r  G ove r n o r s  p l e a s e :  O n l y  b e n ’t  u n - 
e a s i e  i n  b e i ng  rem inded ,  t h a t  t h e  mo s t  do r man t 
a m o n g  t h e m  m ay  b e  r ev i v ’d ,  w h i c h  o t h e r s  t h a t 
h ave  n o t  ye t  f a l l e n  i n  w i t h  yo u ,  c a n ’t  f o r b e a r 
t h i n k i n g  o f ,  w h e n e ve r  yo u  i nv i t e  t h e m .  A n d 
suppose you should be cal l ’d upon to keep Can .  68, 
( and  you  a re  re a l l y  re f e r r ’d  t o  i t  i n  you r  D ioce - 
s an ’s  Ep i s c o p a l i a )  t h a t  t h i s  wou ld  be  a  Pub l i c k  a l - 
t e r i n g  t h e  Te r m s  o f  C o n f o r m i t y ,  i s  a  F a n c y  f o r 
w h i c h  I  c a n  s e e  n o  g ro u n d s .  T h a t  t h e  C a n o n 
wa s  d e s i g n ’d  f o r  n o t h i n g ,  bu t  t o  p r e v e n t  i n d e c e n t 
De l ay s  a n d  Ne g l e c t s ,  i s  no t  s o  ev i d en t  t o  a l l  t h a t 
r e a d  i t ,  a s  i t  m ay  b e  t o  yo u .  Fo r  i f  yo u  m u s t 
not  r e f u s e  t o  bu r y  any  Co r p s  t ha t  i s  b r ough t ,  i n  su c h 
a  m a n n e r  a n d  f o r m  a s  i s  p r e s c r i b ’d  i n  t h e  B o o k  o f 
Common-P raye r ;  then  I  shou ld  th ink  you mus t  no t 
e x c ep t  a ny  bu t  s u ch  a s  a r e  i n  t h e  s a i d  B o o k  o f 
C o m m o n - P r a y e r  e x c e p t e d .  A n d  t o  d o  o t h e r - 
w i s e ,  a p p e a r s  t o  m e  t o  f a l l  s h o r t  o f  t h a t  Ve n e - 
r a t i on  f o r  you r  Mo the r,  wh i ch  you  a re  s o  much 
f o r  i n  o t h e r  Ca s e s ;  a nd  no t  t o  b e  e a s i l y  r e con - 
c i l ab l e  w i th  the  dec l a r ’d  As s en t  and  Con s en t .  Fo r 
i f  yo u  h ave  t h e r e by  b o u n d  yo u r  s e l f  t o  u s e  a l l 
a nd  eve r y  t h ing  con t a i ned  and  p re s c r i b ed ,  i n  a l l 
c a s e s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  e x c e p t e d ,  t h e n  mu s t  yo u  b e
  that
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t h a t  way  ob l i g ’d  t o  u s e  eve r y  T i t t l e  o f  t h i s  O f - 
f i c e,  i n  a l l  c a s e s  th a t  a re  no t  excep t ed ;  wha t eve r 
wa s  d e s i g n ’d ,  wh i ch  you  know  we  a re  ve r y  i m- 
p rope r  Judge s  o f ,  where  a  who le  Church  i s  com- 
cern’d.

B u t  s t i l l ,  i f  yo u  c a n  O m i t  s o m e  p a r t s  o f  t h e 
Of f i c e  i n  t he  c a s e  o f  no to r iou s  S inne r s ,  w i thou t 
any  I n c on ven i e n c e s  f o l l ow i n g  up on  i t ,  I  am s a t i s f y ’d 
t h a t  yo u  t a ke  yo u r  ow n  way :  O n l y  d e s i r e  yo u 
wou ld  l e ave  me  in  my  own  f re edom f rom such  a 
B o n d  a s  yo u  h ave  b ro u g h t  yo u r  s e l f  u n d e r .  O r 
i f  yo u  t h i s  way  s u f f e r  I n c o n v e n i e n c e ,  I  e nv y  yo u 
n o t  yo u r  i n w a r d  S a t i s f a c t i o n .  B u t  a s  f o r  t h o s e 
t opp ing  Church-men ,  t h a t  d eny  Chr i s t i an  Bu r i a l 
t o  D i s s e n t e r s ,  a s  S c h i s m a t i c k s ,  I  t h i n k  ve r i l y 
t h ey  a f f o r d  yo u  n o  A r g u m e n t :  Fo r ,  a s  a  M i n i - 
s t e r  may  mo re  e a s i l y  b e  Su s p ended  f o r  om i t t i n g 
t h e  C e re m o n i e s  o f  yo u r  C h u rc h ,  t h a n  f o r  o p e n 
I m m o r a l i t i e s ;  s o  m ay  M i n i s t e r s  w i t h  mu c h  l e s s 
D a n g e r ,  b e a r  h a r d  o n  Pe o p l e  t h a t  a r e  wa n t i n g 
i n  c omp l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  D i s c r im in a t i n g  Pa r t i c u - 
l a r i t i e s  o f  you r  Church ,  t h an  on  such  a s  a re  de - 
f e c t i ve  i n  t h e i r  M o r a l i s ,  w h i c h  i s  n o t o r i o u s  i n 
many Instances.

A f t e r  a l l ,  I  c a n n o t  bu t  p i t y  y o u ,  t h o t  i n  s u c h 
a  c a s e  a s  t h i s ,  yo u  s h o u l d  b e  u n d e r  a n  O b l i g a - 
t i on  tha t  appea r s  so  s t r a i t :  Bu t  i n s t e ad  o f  mak in g 
i t  s t r a i t e r  t h a n  y o u r  S u p e r i o r s  h a v e  d o n e ,  I ’ m  e n - 
t i r e l y  f r e e  t h a t  yo u  e n j oy  a l l  t h e  L i b e r t y  t h a t 
t h ey  a l l ow  yo u :  O n l y  I  mu s t  r e m i n d  yo u ,  t h a t 
t h e r e  i s  a  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t we e n  S i l e n c e  a n d  A l - 
lowance.

I ’ l l  ow n  yo u  h ave  g ive n  m e  m o re  L i g h t  a s  t o 
th i s  Rule  than I  had be fore ;  but  s t i l l  i t  ha s  to  me 
an  odd  appe a r ance,  t h a t  a  Ru l e  s hou l d  b e  g iven 
t o  t h o s e  t h a t  u s e  t h e  R e f o r m e d  K a l e n d a r ,  t h a t 
on l y  ho ld s  t r ue  a c co rd ing  to  the  Anc i en t  Ka l en- 
d a r ,  a n d  m ay  n o t  a lway s  b o l d  e ve n  a s  t o  t h a t ,
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a s  my  F r i end  h a t h  ob s e r ved  t o  you .  Th i s  i s  j u s t 
a s  i f  yo u  s h o u l d  t e l l  u s  w h o  u s e  t h e  O l d  S t i l e , 
t h a t  C h r i s t m a s  o r  E a s t e r - D ay  f a l l s  u p o n  s u c h  o r 
s u ch  a  Day  o f  t h e  Mon th ,  mean ing  a c co rd ing  t o 
t h e  N ew  S t i l e ,  w h i c h  i s  n o t  i n  u s e  a m o n g  u s . 
S u c h  a  M e t h o d  t e n d s  t o  C o n f u s i o n .  ’ T i s  n o t 
occa s ion ’d  by  Per sons  r e s o l v i n g  t o  t ak e  s ame  p r i n c i - 
p a l  Wo rd  i n  a  s e n s e  d i f f e r e n t  f r om  wha t  wa s  i n t e nd - 
e d ;  bu t  by  you r  i n t end ing  a  s en s e  i n  you r  Word s 
d i f f e ren t  f rom wha t  i s  u su a l  and  common ,  w i th - 
ou t  g iv ing  any  no t i c e  o f  s uch  an  in t en t ion .  Bu t , 
how unman ly  i s  i t  i n  you ,  in s tead  o f  excus ing  such 
C o n f u s i o n ,  t o  f a l l  s o  f o u l  u p o n  my  F r i e n d ,  ( t o 
whom you  a re  a  S t r ange r )  b e c au s e  h e  cou l d  no t 
a p p rove  o f  s u c h  a  M e t h o d ,  f o r  t h e  R e a s o n s  h e 
g a v e  y o u .  Yo u  m u s t  g i v e  m e  l e a v e  t o  t e l l 
yo u ,  t h a t  h a d  yo u  k n ow n  t h e  Pe r s o n ,  a n d  h i s 
Wo r t h ,  a s  we l l  a s  I  d o ,  yo u  wo u l d  h a v e  h a d 
more  Mann e r s  o r  Cha r i t y  t h an  t o  h ave  Re f l e c t ed 
on  h im in  po in t  o f  Re l i g i o n ,  ( o f  wh i ch  the  Ho ly 
S c r i p t u r e s  a r e  c e r t a i n l y  a  b e t t e r  S t a n d a rd  t h a n 
t h e  C o m m o n - P r aye r - B o o k )  a n d  m o r e  W i t  t h a n 
t o  make  s u ch  a  Re f l e c t i on  on  one  t h a t  i s  eve r y 
way, by much, your Superior.

I  w o n ’ t  s a y,  t h a t  t h e  R e a d i n g  A p o c r y p h a l 
L e s s on s  i n  t h e  Chu rch  i s  i n  a l l  c a s e s  a b s o l u t e l y 
u n l a w f u l .  A n d  y e t  s u p p o s i n g  t h e  d o i n g  o f  i t 
may  be  i n  s ome  c a s e s  l aw fu l ,  I  c an ’t  a g re e  w i t h 
you ,  tha t  th i s  i s  o f  i t  s e l f  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  make  i t  l aw- 
f u l ,  f o r  a  M in i s t e r  t o  p r om i s e  t o  d o  i t ,  i n  t h e  way 
you r  Chu rch  requ i re s :  Fo r  he  may  s t i l l  f e a r  t h a t 
s u c h  a  P ro m i s e  m ay  d o  m o r e  h u r t  t h a n  g o o d ; 
and  wh i l e  he  app rehend s  he  ha s  g round  fo r  such 
a  F e a r ,  h i s  b i n d i n g  h i m s e l f  by  s u c h  a  P ro m i s e 
wo u l d  b e  u n wa r r a n t a b l e .  F o r  my  p a r t ,  I  c a n ’t 
s ee  how a  Min i s t e r  in  your  Church  c an  t a k e  s u c h 
Ca r e,  a s  t h a t  t h e  p e c u l i a r  Ven e r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  Can o - 
n i c a l  Book s  s ha l l  n o t  i n  t h e  l e a s t  b e  a ba t e d .  I  doubt
  after
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a f t e r  the  u tmos t  Ca re,  t h i s  w i l l  be  the  c a s e  w i th 
some.

I  c a n n o t  bu t  l o o k  u p o n  t h e  S t o r y  I  r e l a t e  o f 
t h e  Man  i n  t h e  l a t e  Tempe s t ,  who  h ad  re cou r s e 
t o  t h e  A p o c r y p h a  u n d e r  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  S c r i p - 
t u r e ,  a s  mu c h  t o  t h e  p u r p o s e :  Fo r  h e  wa s  n o t 
on l y  i n  h i s  r i g h t  S e n s e s ,  bu t  a  Con f o r m i s t ;  a  f r e - 
q u e n t e r  o f  h i s  Pa r i s h  C h u rc h ,  a n d  o f  n o  o t h e r 
p l a c e  o f  P u b l i c k  Wo r s h i p :  A n d  t h o ’ p e r h a p s  h e 
might  be  f i r s t  l e d  i n t o  t h e  Mi s t ak e,  by  hav ing  a  B i - 
b l e,  i n  wh i c h  b o t h  Can on i c a l  a n d  Apo c r y p h a l  B o o k s 
w e r e  b o u n d  u p  t o g e t h e r ,  ye t  h e  d e c l a r e s  h e  wa s 
c o n f i r m ’d  i n  i t ,  b y  f i n d i n g  t h a t  yo u r  C h u r c h 
o rde red  Le s son s  t o  be  Read  ou t  o f  t ho s e  Book s , 
a s  we l l  a s  t h e  o the r s .  I  am  i n c l i n ab l e  t o  b e l i eve 
t h i s  h a s  o f t e n  b e e n ;  a n d  yo u  m a y  s e e  I  h a ve 
s o m e t h i n g  l i ke  A u t h o r i t y  o n  my  s i d e ,  i f  yo u ’ l l 
con su l t  my  An swer  to  Mr.  Ol ly f f e ,  on  th i s  Head . 
Bu t  f o r  you  t o  c a l l  i t  a  Di v i d i n g  t h e  Chu r c h ,  t o 
re f u s e  t o  make  a  P rom i s e  i n  s u ch  a  c a s e ,  whe re 
the  Consequence  i s  l i ke l y  to  be  so  pe r n i c iou s ,  i s 
h a r s h :  A n d  b y  t h e  s a m e  R u l e ,  A n y  A t t e m p t s 
f o r  a  Re f o r ma t i on ,  mu s t  p a s s  f o r  D iv i d i n g  Me- 
thods.

I t  i s  one th ing t o  bea r  w i th  Weaknes s  in  Supe r i o r s , 
and  qu i t e  ano the r  th ing  to  comp ly  w i th  them in 
w h a t  we  a r e  c o nv i n c e d  h a s  a  m i s c h i evo u s  Te n - 
d e n c y.  M a n y  o f  u s  c o u l d  y i e l d  i n  t h e  f o r m e r 
c a s e ,  who  ye t  t h i nk  i t  ou r  Du ty  t o  s t and  ou t  i n 
the latter.

I f  you are  s t i l l  o f  Opinion,  tha t  many o f  the  Apo- 
c r y p h a l  L e s s o n s  a r e  m o r e  f o r  t h e  E d i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e 
P e o p l e,  t h a n  ANY o f  t h o s e  Chap t e r s  t h a t  a r e  om i t - 
t e d ,  you  mu s t  g ive  me  l e ave  s t i l l  t o  d i f f e r  f rom 
yo u :  A n d  t h o ’ yo u  s h o u l d  b e  m o re  A n g r y  t h a n 
you  we re  b e f o re ,  s i n c e  you  h ave  e xp re s s ’d  i t  a - 
g a i n ,  I  c a n ’t  f o r b e a r  r e p e a t i n g  i t  a g a i n ,  a s  u n - 
man ly  a s  you  t h i nk  t h e  P r a c t i c e .  Fo r  e i t h e r  t h i s
 C c 4 is



392[410] A Letter to Mr. Hoadly. Part III.

i s  you r  Mind ,  o r  i t  i s  no t :  I f  i t  b e ,  whe re ’s  t h e 
imman l i n e s s  i n  t e l l i ng  you  o f  i t ,  and  tha t  I  d i f f e r 
from you in it.

C h a r g e  t h e  o m i t t i n g  C a n o n i c a l  C h a p t e r s  a s 
f r e e l y  a s  you  p l e a s e ,  w i t h  un f i t n e s s  t o  b e  R e a d 
i n  Po p u l a r  C o n g re g a t i o n s ,  I ’ m  r a t h e r  f o r  t h e m 
t h a n  t h e  A p o c r y p h a .  I  c a n  e a s i l y  a n s w e r  i t  t o 
Go d ,  a n d  my  own  Con s c i e n c e  t o o,  t h a t  I  p u t  yo u 
t w i c e  i n  m i n d  o f  w h a t  yo u  a s s e r t e d ,  w h i c h  I 
t h i n k  b l a m e a b l e :  B u t  I  s h a n ’t  a t t e m p t  t o  a r g u e 
w i t h  you  abou t  t h e  ma t t e r,  b e c au s e  I  don ’t  f i nd 
you open to Conviction.

Yo u  m ay  a b o u n d  i n  yo u r  ow n  S e n s e  f o r  m e , 
s o  yo u ’ l l  l e ave  m e  my  L i b e r t y.  B u t  a s  f o r  yo u r 
Exc l amat ion  aga in s t  me,  fo r  l e av ing  bu t  the  word 
many,  the  s econd t ime  I  repea t  your  Sense  o f  the 
Apoc r ypha l  Book s ,  i t  s h ews  how pecu l i a r l y  t en - 
de r  you  a re  where  Se l f  i s  conce r n ’d .  I  c an  a s su re 
you  i n  t h e  c a s e ,  howeve r,  t h a t  I  h a d  n o  Pu r p o s e 
t h e r e b y  t o  s e r v e ;  i f  I  h a d ,  I  s h o u l d  h a r d l y  h ave 
e x p r e s s ’d  i t  i n  t h e  ve r y  Pa g e  b e f o r e :  I t  wa s  a 
mee r  a c c i d en t a l  Omi s s i on  t h a t  I  d i d  no t  ex a c t l y 
exp re s s  i t ,  a s  I  h ad  done  i n  t h e  Page  f o rego ing ; 
and  i t  b e i ng  exp re s s ’d  t o  you r  m ind  s o  ve r y  l i t - 
t l e  b e f o r e ,  p r e ve n t s  t h e  d a n g e r  o f  a n y  i l l  i m - 
pres s ion that  Omis s ion might  cause  to your  Disad- 
vantage.

B u t  r e a l l y.  S i r ,  t o  r e p r e s e n t  eve r y  s u c h  l i t t l e 
th ing ,  a s  i n  con s iden t  w i th  Chr i s t i a n  Cando r ,  and 
C o m m o n  H o n e s t y ,  i s ,  i n  my  A p p r e h e n s i o n ,  t h e 
r e a d y  w a y  t o  t e m p t  Pe o p l e  t o  d i s r e g a r d  yo u , 
when  the  t ime  migh t  come  tha t  you  shou ld  have 
j u s t  O c c a s i o n  f o r  s u c h  h e av y  C h a r g e s .  I  s h a l l 
o n l y  a d d ,  t h a t  w h e re a s  yo u  t e l l  m e  t h a t  I  h ave 
i n  my  Ca t a l ogue  i n s e r t e d  s om e  Chap t e r s  wh i c h  a r e 
n o t  om i t t e d ,  h a d  you  b e en  s o  Cand i d  a s  t o  h ave 
p o i n t e d  m e  s o  t h e m ,  I  c o u l d  e a s i l y  h ave  t o l d
  you,
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y o u ,  w h e t h e r  t h e  M i s t a k e  w a s  m i n e  o r  t h e 
Printers. 

F o r  t h e  M i s t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  t h e  P s a l t e r ,  I  r e f e r 
yo u  t o  my  L e t t e r  t o  M r .  O l l y f f e .  A n d  f o r  t h e 
A t h a n a s i a n  C r e e d ,  I  s t i l l  ow n  t h e  E x p l i c a t i o n 
i t  g i ve s  o f  t h e  D o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  Tr i n i t y  i s  t r u e , 
a n d  a g r e e a b l e  t o  t h e  Wo r d  o f  G o d :  A n d  y e t 
I  c an ’t  s ay,  tha t  whosoeve r  doe s  no t  Be l ive  eve r y 
p a r t  o f  i t ,  s h a l l  b e  C o n d e m n ’d  a t  t h e  l a s t  D ay. 
I  can  s ay,  a l l  t ha t  b e l i e ve  no t  i n  Chr i s t  sha l l  b e  c on - 
d emn ’d ,  b e c au s e  F a i t h  i n  h im  i s  i n  S c r i p t u re  re - 
p re s e n t e d  a s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  S a l va t i on :  B u t  I  c a n ’t 
s ay  t h e  s a m e  a s  t o  eve r y  A r t i c l e  o f  t h i s  C re e d ; 
t h a t  t h ey  t h a t  b e l i eve  no t  eve r y  p a r t  o f  i t  s h a l l 
b e  c ondemned ,  b e c au s e  t h e re  a re  s ome  o f  t h em 
t h a t  a r e  no t  n e c e s s a s y  t o  S a l va t i on ,  t ho ’ t r u e  i f 
r i gh t l y  onde r s t ood .  Tho ’ i f  I  c ou l d  s ay  ( a s  you ) 
Tha t  t h e y  who  b e l i e v e  n o t  t h i s  Exp l i c a t i o n ,  (wh i c h  I 
o w n  t o  b e  a g r e e a b l e  t o  t h e  Wo r d  o f  G o d )  s h a l l  b e 
c o nd emned ,  I  m igh t  a s s e r t  i t ,  wi t h ou t  i n c l u d i n g  any 
b u t  s u c h  a s  h a v e  C a p a c i t i e s  a n d  O p p o r t u n i t i e s  o f 
p e r c e i v i n g  i t  s o  t o  b e :  Ye t  I  c anno t  go  so  f a r,  b e - 
c au s e  Pe r son s  may  have  Capa c i t i e s  and  Oppo r t un i - 
t i e s  o f  k n ow i n g  d i ve r s  Tr u t h s ,  a n d  ye t  r e m a i n 
i gno r an t  o f  t h em ,  w i t hou t  b e i ng  i n  a  Damnab l e 
S t a t e :  A n d  f o r  t h a t  r e a s o n  I  c a n ’t  a p p rove  t h e 
Damnatory Clauses.

Upon  the  Head  o f  Ep i s c o p a l  Con f i r ma t i o n ,  I  re - 
f e r  yo u  t o  my  L e t t e r  t o  M r .  O l l y f f e ;  a n d  s o  I 
migh t  a l so  upon the  Head  o f  Canon i c a l  Obed i en c e : 
Bu t  l e f t  you  shou ld  th ink  tha t  too  g rea t  a  f l i gh t , 
I  s h a l l  a d d  a  f ew  Wo rd s  c o n c e r n i n g  i t .  I  a g r e e 
th a t  t h i s  Oath  i s  t hen  o rd ina r i l y  o f f e red ,  when  a 
P e r s o n  i s  c o m i n g  i n t o  t h e  D i o c e s e  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r 
B i s h o p  t o  A c t  u n d e r  h i s  E y e  a n d  I n s p e c t i o n ;  a n d 
tha t  a  Min i s t e r  i s  n o t  b ound  by  h i s  Oa th  t o  o b s e r v e 
Canons  whi c h  he  h imse l f  d i s l ik e s,  i f  h i s  B i shop  do  no t 
c a s t  u p on  h im :  And  ye t  I  t h i nk  i t  r e f e r s  t o  s ome-
  thing

Of the 
Athanasian 
Creed.

Of the 
Oath of 
Canonical 
Obedience
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t h ing  be s i de s  t he  f u t u r e  Command s  o f  t h i s  p a r t i c u - 
l a r  B i shop :  That  i s  i t s  genera l  Reference,  i t ’s  t r ue ; 
bu t  then  there  i s  wi tha l  a  more  spec i a l  Refe rence 
to  h i s  f u t u r e  Command s ,  a s  Regu l a t ed  by  the  Ca- 
non s ,  wh i ch  con t a i n  t h e  Body  o f  t h e  D i s c i p l i n e 
o f  tha t  Church  in  which  he  i s  to  Of f i c i a t e  under 
th i s  B i shop ’s  Conduc t :  And  th i s  ough t  no t  to  be 
excluded Consideration.

I f  you  h ave  Swor n  a  s i n c e r e,  r e a dy,  a n d  s u bm i s - 
s i v e  Ob e d i e n c e  t o  you r  D io c e s a n ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
L a w s  o f  C h r i s t ’s  C h u r c h ;  t h e n  I  h o p e  yo u  h ave 
S wo r n  t o  y i e l d  h i m  s u c h  a n  O b e d i e n c e  a s  i s  d u e , 
accord ing  to  the  Laws  o f  tha t  Church  wi th  which 
yo u  a r e  e m b o d y ’d ,  f r o m  a n  i n f e r i o r  P r e s b y t e r  t o 
h i s  B i s h o p .  And  th i s  I  conce ive  i s  t he  ve r y  th ing 
M r.  B a x t e r  p l e a d e d  f o r .  Yo u  a d d ,  t h i s  mu s t  b e 
i n  a l l  t h i n g s  w h i c h  y o u  t h i n k  l a w f u l .  I  g r a n t  i t : 
Fo r  no  Oa th  c an  b i nd  you  any  f a r t h e r.  No r  d i d 
I  eve r  mee t  w i th  any  th ing  con t r a r y  in  Mr.  Bax- 
t e r ,  o r  a n y  o t h e r  t o l e r a b l e  C a s u i s t .  B u t ,  s a y 
you ,  He made  t h e  Oa th  t o  have  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  Ca- 
n on s,  a nd  t o  b e  a n  Oa t h  o f  Ob e d i e n c e  t o  t h em ,  a nd 
n o t  o n l y  t o  a  p a r t i c u l a r  B i s h o p .  H e  d i d  s o :  A n d 
ye t  I  c an ’t  s e e  any  g re a t  d i f f e rence  be tween  h im 
and you.

F o r  y o u r  S w e a r i n g  t o  y i e l d  y o u r  D i o c e s a n 
s u c h  a n  O b e d i e n c e  a s  i s  d u e  f r o m  a n  i n f e r i o r 
P r e s by t e r  t o  h i s  B i s h o p  i n  t h e  C h u rc h  o f  E n g - 
l and ,  in  which  there  i s  such  a  Body o f  Canons  to 
Regu l a t e  Obed i en c e ;  i s ,  w i t h  me,  much  a t  one, 
w i t h  S we a r i n g  t h a t  yo u ’ l l  O b ey  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r 
B i shop,  in  a l l  h i s  Canon ic a l  In junc t ion s ,  th a t  a re 
l aw f u l  a n d  h o n e s t .  I t  i s  e n o u g h  t h a t  i t  r e f e r s 
d i rec t ly  to  the Canons  bu t  a s  they  be come the  In jun- 
c t o n s  o f  t h e  B i s h o p :  I t  may  ye t  remo t e l y  re f e r  t o 
the  Body of  Canons ,  ( a s  f a r  a s  they requi re  th ings 
l awfu l  and  hone s t : )  by  wh ich  the  B i shop  i s  o rd i - 
n a r i l y  t o  R e g u l a t e  h i s  I n j u n c t i o n s ,  ’ T i s  t r u e ,
  the 
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t h e  B i s h o p  i s  n o t  a b s o l u t e l y  c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e m : 
No Man can deny but  there  happen now and then 
Occas ions  for  the Bishop to inter pose,  in cases  not 
particularly touched by the Cannons of 16[[?????]]3. But 
t h en ,  I  c onc e ive ,  t h e  B i s hop  i s  e i t h e r  t o  f o l l ow 
the  In junc t ion s  o f  the  Sove re i gn ,  o r  the  Regu l a - 
t i on s  o f  t h e  Canon  Law,  a s  f a r  a s  i t  i s  no t  con- 
t r a r y  t o  t h e  S t a t u t e  L aw  o f  E n g l a n d ,  B u t  t h e s e 
Case s  a re  not  so  numerous ,  a s  tha t  t h i s  Oa th  c ou ld 
b e  d e s i g n e d  w i t h  a  v i ew  p r i n c i p a l ly  t o  t h em ,  a s  you 
wo u l d  s u g g e s t .  I t ’s  mu c h  m o re  r a t i o n a l  t o  s u p - 
p o s e  t h e  O a t h  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  B i s h o p ’s  o r d i n a r y 
G ove r n m e n t ,  ( w h i c h  i s  m a n a g e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o 
t h e  C a n o n s )  t h a n  t o  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  C a s e s :  B u t 
a s  l ong  a s  i n  t ho s e  ex t r ao rd in a r y  Ca s e s  re cou r s e 
i s  s o  u sua l l y  h ad  to  the  anc i en t  Canon s ,  t o  sup- 
p l y  w h a t  i n  t h e  E n g l i s h  C a n o n s  i s  d e f e c t i ve ,  i t 
c o m e s  mu c h  t o  o n e  i n  t h e  I s s u e ,  t a ke  i t  w h i c h 
way you will.

A n d  i f  t h o ’ h e  i s  s o  mu c h  c o n f i n e d  e i t h e r  t o 
A n c i e n t  o r  M o d e r n  C a n o n s ,  yo u  w i l l  s t i l l  s a y, 
t h a t  e v e r y  o n e  o f  h i s  I n j u n c t i o n s  m ay  b e  u n l a w f u l , 
even  tho s e  tha t  c on c e r n  th ing s  en j o in ’d  by  the  Canons ; 
i t  s eems  to  me an  unusua l  p i ece  o f  F reedom,  and 
t o  c a r r y  i n  i t  a  R e f l e c t i o n  u p o n  yo u r  C h u rc h . 
Fo r  I  t h i nk  h a rd l y  any  Suppo s i t i on  c an  be  more 
D i s r e p u t a b l e  t o  h e r  t h a n  t h i s ;  T h a t  a  B i s h o p 
s h o u l d  r e q u i r e  t h e  ve r y  t h i n g s  t h a t  t h e  C a n o n s 
en j o i n ,  a nd  ye t  eve r y  one  o f  h i s  I n j unc t i on s  b e 
unlawful.

I t  wou ld  ab a t e  my  fondne s s  o f  any  Church ,  i n 
t he  Ca s e  o f  wh i ch  I  cou ld  s e e  re a son  f o r  s u ch  a 
S u p p o s i t i o n .  To  s u p p o s e  h e  m ay  e n j o i n  u n l a w f u l 
t h i n g s,  i .  e .  s ome  un l aw fu l  t h i ng s ,  ( a s  you  a f t e r - 
wa rd s  t u r n  i t )  i s  t o l e r a b l e :  B u t  t o  s u p p o s e  a l l 
h i s  I n j un c t i on s ,  even  when  Regu l a t ed  by  the  Eng- 
l i s h  Canon s ,  a re  a bou t  un l aw fu l  t h i ng s ,  i s  re a l l y 
h a r d  u p o n  yo u r  ow n  C h u r c h :  A n d  h a d  I  s a i d
  any
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any th ing l ike  i t ,  I  be l ieve I  should have had your 
severest Censures.

I  n eve r  wa s  t h e  M a n  t h a t  ave r t e d  a l l  E p i s c o - 
p a l  G ove r n m e n t  u n l aw f u l :  B u t  a  s u b m i s s i o n  t o 
t h e  E xe rc i s e  o f  i f ,  a c c o rd i n g  t o  o u r  C a n o n s ,  i s 
w h a t  I  c a n n o t  Ju s t i f i e ,  a n d  t h e re f o re  c o u l d  n o t 
P r o m i s e ,  m u c h  l e s s  S we a r .  T h o ’ yo u  h i t h e r t o 
know l i t t l e  o f  the  Gr i evan c e s  i t  has  a t tending i t ,  you 
m ay  k n ow  m o r e  i n  t i m e ,  a s  o t h e r s  h ave  d o n e , 
tha t  have  gone  be fo re  you ,  who have  f ree ly  com- 
plained of them.

I  h ave  no t h i n g  t o  s ay  a g a i n s t  you r  Demu r r i n g, 
when  any  th ing  i s  en j o in ed  wh i c h  you  th ink  un law fu l : 
on ly  don ’t  wonder  when i t  comes  to  tha t ,  i f  they 
w h o  t h o u g h t  t h e y  h a d  b o u n d  yo u  f a s t ,  c h a r g e 
you  wi th  a  v io l a t ion  o f  your  Oa th :  Which  po s s i - 
b l y  m igh t  g ive  you  s ome  D i s t u r b ance,  even  t ho ’ 
you r  Con sc i ence  wa s  c l e a r  a s  t o  you r  Obl i g a t i on 
to refuse, after your Demurring.

Yo u  t e l l  m e ,  t h a t  w h e r e a s  I  r e p r e s e n t e d  yo u 
a s  c h a r g i n g  m e  w i t h  P r e va r i c a t i n g,  y o u  c a n  f i n d  n o 
s u c h  t h i n g  i n  y ou r  Bo ok ;  a nd  i f  I  w i l l  p o i n t  y o u  t o 
t h e  p l a c e ,  y o u  p r o m i s e  m e  t o  e x p u n g e  i t .  I  t h e r e - 
f o r e  n ow  p o i n t  yo u  t o  Pa g e  145.  Yo u  h ave  n o t 
t h e  Wo r d  P r e v a r i c a t i n g ,  i t  i s  t r u e :  B u t  w h e n 
you  t e l l  me,  t h a t  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h i s  Oa t h  s h ou l d  n o t 
a p p e a r  E g r e g i o u s  D i s s imu l a t i o n ,  I  p u t  a  S e n s e  u p on 
i t  wh i c h  n e i t h e r  t h e  Wo rd s  n o r  De s i g n  c a n  a dm i t  o f , 
I  t h i n k  yo u  h ave  t h e  T h i n g .  Yo u  m ay,  a c c o rd - 
i n g  t o  p r o m i s e ,  e x p u n g e  i t  a t  y o u r  l e a s u r e . 
A n d  a s  f o r  yo u r  H a r a n g u e  t h a t  a f t e r wa r d s  f o l - 
l ow s ,  yo u  h ave  m a d e  yo u r  s e l f  t o o  we l l  k n ow n 
to me,  for  me to  have any room to ques t ion whe- 
t h e r  you  wou ld  no t  d e c l a re  i t  h ad  a  j u s t  f o und a - 
t i on :  But  you  wou ld  have  done  we l l  to  have  con- 
s i d e r e d ,  h ow  yo u  wo u l d  h ave  l i k e d  i t  i n  a n o - 
ther.
  I must
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I  m u s t  n e e d s  s a y,  I  d e s i r e  n o  m o r e  t h a n  yo u 
y i e l d  m e  u p o n  t h i s  H e a d .  L e t  O b e d i e n c e  t o  t h e 
Canon s  b e  p r om i s e d  i n  t h i s  Oa th ,  bu t  when  t h ey  b e - 
c om e  t h e  Command s  o f  y o u r  p a r t i c u l a r  B i s h o p ;  a nd 
l e t  bu t  e v e r y  o n e  w h o  d e s i g n s  t o  M i n i s t e r  i n  t h i s 
Chur c h ,  b e  obl i g ed  f i r s t  t o  b e  sa t i s f i ed  abou t  su c h  Ca- 
n on s  a s  r e s p e c t  h i s  o ven  Behav i ou r,  and  t o  r e s o l v e  t o 
c o n f o r m  t o  t h e m ,  a n d  I  h a ve  e n o u g h .  F o r ,  L e t 
i t  be  on what  account  i t  wi l l ,  tha t  he  tha t  de s i gn s 
t o  Min i s t e r  i n  t h i s  Chu r c h ,  ou gh t  f i r s t ,  t o  r e s o l v e  t o 
c o n f o r m  t o  t h e  Can o n s ,  i f  h e  t a ke s  t h i s  Oa t h ,  h e 
thereby promise s  Obedience  to  them, when they be come 
t h e  Command s  o f  h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  B i s h o p .  No r  c an  I 
s e e  how he  by  th i s  Oa th  cou ld  p r om i s e  s u c h  Obe - 
d i e n c e  t o  t h e  C a n o n s,  w h e n  t h e y  b e c a m e  t h e  C o m - 
mands  o f  t h i s  pa r t i c u l a r  B i shop ,  un le s s  he  were  f i r s t 
s a t i s f i e d  a b o u t  t h e  L a w f u l n e s s  o f  t h e  C a n o n s .  A n d 
i f  O b e d i e n c e  t o  t h e  C a n o n s,  w h e n  t h e y  b e c o m e  t h e 
C o m m a n d s  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  B i s h o p ,  i s  p ro m i s e d  i n 
t h i s  O a t h ;  t h e n  t h e  O a t h  m u s t  b e  d e s i g n e d  t o 
g i ve  th e  Chur c h  As su ran c e  tha t  you  w i l l  ob ey  th e  Ca- 
n o n s ,  w h e n  yo u  a re  c a l l e d  u p o n  t o  d o  s o.  S u c h 
e g r e g i o u s  a n d  p a l p a b l e  M i s t a k e s  a s  t h e s e  I ’ l l  Hand 
t o ;  o r  w i l l  und e r s t a n d  y o u  b e t t e r,  when  you  g ive 
m e  O p p o r t u n i t y.  B u t  t h a t  yo u  s h o u l d  b e  w i l - 
l ing  my Hi s to r i c a l  Account  shou ld  pa s s  a s  no th in g 
t o  t h e  pu r p o s e ,  I  don ’t  a t  a l l  wonder ;  when  I  f ind 
o t h e r s  a pp rehend  i t  s o  much  t o  t h e  pu r po s e ,  i n 
oppos i t ion  to  the  Method o f  your  Church ,  which 
yo u  wo u l d  h ave  w i l l i n g l y  p a s s  f o r  u n b l a m e a b l e . 
Bu t  I  h ave  deba t ed  th i s  Ma t t e r  a l re ady  w i th  Mr. 
O l l y f f e ,  t o  m y  R e p l y  t o  w h o m  I  a g a i n  r e f e r 
you.
I  s h a l l  o n l y  a d d ,  t h a t  w h e r e a s  yo u  p l e a s a n t l y 
t e l l  me,  tha t  i n  my  Hi s t o r y  I  d on ’t  p r odu c e  s o  mu c h 
a s  t h e  F o r m  o f  a n  Oa t h  o f  Can o n i c a l  Ob e d i e n c e  t o 
a  p a r t i c u l a r  B i s h o p,  imp o s e d  u p on  P r e t by t e r s,  e x c e p t 
t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  R e f o r m a t i o n ;  I  c a n ’t  bu t  t h i n k  yo u
  must
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mus t  your  se l f  Smi le,  a t  the  s t reng th  o f  your  own 
Ob jec t ion ,  when  you  con s ide r  th a t  the  Oa th  wa s 
t h e  s ame  be fo re  t h e  Re fo r ma t i on  a s  i t  wa s  a f t e r 
i t ,  e x c ep t i n g  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  L im i t a t i on  t o  t h i n g s 
l aw f u l  a nd  h on e s t .  And  when  a t  t he  c lo l e  o f  you r 
E l a b o r a t e  R e f l e c t i o n s ,  yo u  t e l l  m e ,  t h a t  i f  my 
H i s t o r y  p r o v e s  a ny  t h i n g ,  i t  p r o v e s  t h e  d i r e c t  c o n - 
t ra r y  t o  wha t  I  wou ld  f i x  upon  t h i s  Oa th  o f  Canon i - 
c a l  Ob e d i e n c e ,  you  mus t  s uppo s e  you r  Reade r s  t o 
b e  ve r y  C redu l ou s .  Fo r  I  f i x  no t h i n g  upon  t h i s 
Oa th  bu t  a  d e s i gn  t o  s uppo r t  t h e  P re l a t i c a l  Go- 
ve r n m e n t ,  a s  m a n a g e d  a n d  e xe r c i s e d  a c c o rd i n g 
to  the  Canon s :  And  my  Hi s to r y  ( i f  i t  p rove s  any 
t h i n g )  p rove s  t h a t  t h i s  h a s  b e e n  t h e  d e s i g n  o f 
t h e  G r e a t  S u p p o r t e r s  o f  t h e  H i e r a r c h y  a l l  a - 
long.

A s  t o  Pa r t i cu l a r  Canon s ,  I  s h an ’t  en l a r g e.  You 
s a y,  t h e  E x c o m m u n i c a t i n g  C a n o n s  a r e  n o t  s o  i n 
f o r c e ,  t h a t  i t  i s,  i n  t h e  l e a s t  d e g r e e ,  p r o b a b l e ,  t h a t 
a  M in i s t e r  w i l l  b e  c a l l e d  t o  j o i n  i n  t h e  Exe c u t i o n  o f 
t h e m :  A n d  t h e r e f o r e  a r e  n o t  s u c h  a s  a  p r e s e n t  M i - 
n i s t e r  i s  c on c e r n ed  i n .  By  which  I  pe rce ive  you  a re 
a  s t r ange r  to  wha t  ha s  pa s s ’d  l a t e l y  in  some Pa r t s 
o f  Yo r k s h i r e ,  w h e re  s o  m a ny  H o n e s t  D i s s e n t e r s 
have  been  Excommunica ted ,  and  more  a re  th rea t - 
n e d .  S h o u l d  I  g i ve  yo u  a  N a r r a t i ve ,  I  d o u b t  I 
m i g h t  a g a i n  b r e a k  i n  u p o n  y o u r  Te m p e r .  F o r  I 
f i n d  any  t h i ng  o f  H i s t o r y,  t h a t  c a r r i e s  i n  i t  t h e 
l e a s t  R e f l e c t i o n  u p o n  yo u r  C h u r c h ,  a lway s  d i - 
sturbs your Spleen.

I n  t h e  g e n e r a l  t h e r e f o r e ,  w h e n  yo u  i n t i m a t e , 
t h a t  I  may  a s  w e l l  s ay,  t h a t  t h e r e  may  b e  o bn ox i ou s 
Can o n s  i n  t im e  t o  c om e,  a s  s ay,  t h e s e  Ex c ommun i - 
c a t i n g  Canon s  may  b e  r e v i v ’d ,  I  sha l l  on ly  t e l l  you , 
tha t  the  Good  Humour  o f  your  Church  i s  no t  so 
m u c h  t o  b e  d e p e n d e d  o n  a s  yo u  i m a g i n e :  Fo r 
t h e s e  ve r y  Canon s  a c t u a l l y  a re  l a t e l y  rev ived  i n 
Yo r k s h i r e ;  a n d  c o u l d  s o m e  h ave  t h e i r  Wi l l ,  yo u
  that
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that  are Minis ter s  in the Church in other Diocese? , 
wou ld  s oone r  a ppe a r  c o n c e r n e d  i n  t h em ,  t h an  you 
s e em  t o  b e  awa re  o f .  Bu t  i f  you  h an ’t  a  Pa r t  i n 
t h e  E x c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  yo u  m ay  b e  c a l l e d  o n  t o 
p u b l i s h ,  yo u  a r e  t o  b e  t h e  I n s t r u m e n t s  o f  p u b - 
l i s h i n g  t h e m ,  r i g h t  o r  w ro n g .  A n d  h ow  t o  r e - 
conc i l e  such  a  Proceed ing  wi th  Consc ience  i s  the 
Difficulty.

A s  to  the  Canon  a b ou t  Kne e l i n g ,  I  mu s t  con f e s s 
I  cou l d  no t  p romi s e  Obed i ence  t o  i t :  And  whe- 
ther  your  Reasons  wi l l  convince  me,  I  sha l l  judge 
w h e n  I  s e e  t h e m .  A n d  ’t i s  t h e  s a m e  a s  t o  t h e 
C a n o n  a b o u t  t h e  S u r p l i c e .  T h e  C a n o n  a b o u t  t h e 
Re f u s i n g  Commun i c a n t s  c om i n g  f r om  o t h e r  Pa r i s h e s , 
i s  no t  so  an t i qua t ed  a s  you  s e em to  rep re s en t  i t . 
A  l a t e  P ro s e c u t i o n  u p o n  t h a t  H e a d ,  i s  a n  ev i - 
d en c e  t o  t h e  c on t r a r y.  Suppo s e  you  c an  Bap t i z e 
a l l  Ch i l d r e n ,  upon  h av i ng  due  Spon so r s  f o r  s u ch 
a s  c a n n o t  b e  a d m i t t e d  i n  t h e i r  P a r e n t s  R i g h t , 
a n d  s u p p o s e  I  s h o u l d  h ave  a  l i ke  L a t i t u d e ,  ye t 
t he re  a re  a  g re a t  number  o f  wor thy  up r i gh t  Pe r - 
s o n s  t h a t  h ave  n o t ,  a n d  I  k n ow  n o t  w hy  t h e y 
s hou l d  b e  impo s ed  upon .  I  c an ’t  a pp rove  o f  t h e 
Canon  t h a t  f o r b i d s  P r i va t e  Fa s t s :  I  c an ’t  t h i nk  i t 
l aw f u l .  And  i f  you  don ’t  t h i nk  t h e re  i s  a ny  o c c a - 
s i on  t o  enqu i r e  whe th e r  i t  h e  o r  no ,  i t  doe s  not  fo l - 
l ow,  t h a t  o t h e r s  mu s t  b e  o f  yo u r  M i n d .  A n d  i f 
you  c an ,  i f  c a l l e d  on ,  e xh i b i t ,  a c co rd i ng  t o  t h e 
Canon ,  t h e  Name s  o f  you r  Pa r i s h i on e r s,  who  n e g l e c t 
t h e  Communion ,  I  shou ld  th ink  you might  be  l ike- 
l y  e n o u g h  t o  l i ve  t o  r e p e n t  i t .  B u t  a s  t o  t h e s e 
th ing s ,  d i f f e ren t  Pe r son s  so  d i f f e r  i n  the i r  Sen t i - 
m e n t s ,  a s  t o  L aw f u l  a n d  U n l aw f u l ,  t h a t  t o  o b - 
l ige  a l l  to  promise  Compl i ance,  when ca l l ’d  upon, 
is an ensnaring thing.

A s  f o r  t h e  Mana g emen t  o f  t h e  Ep i s c o p a l  Go ve r n - 
m en t  by  Chan c e l l o r s,  & c .  i f  you  h e a r t i l y  l am en t  i t , 
I  s hou ld  th ink  you  shou ld  no t  Suppo r t  i t .  How-
  ever,
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eve r ,  i t  s e e m s  t o  m e  t o  t o u c h  t h i s  O a t h .  Fo r ,  i f 
you  Swea r  to  Obey  the  B i shop,  you  Swea r  to  be 
Sub jec t  to  h i s  Author i ty,  which  ( accord ing  to  our 
L aw)  i s  e xe rc i s ed  by  t h e  Chance l l o r  o f  h i s  D io - 
c e s e .  The  Oa th  c a r r i e s  i n  i t  no  con f i n emen t  t o 
the  pa r t i cu l a r  Wi l l  o f  the  B i shop,  wh ich  i s  com- 
p a r a t i ve l y  o f  l i t t l e  C o n s i d e r a t i o n :  I t  r e f e r s  t o 
t h e  L eg a l  Exe rc i s e  o f  h i s  Ep i s cop a l  Au tho r i t y.  I 
can ’t  see  how he tha t  can ’t  be  Sa t i s f i ed  wi th  tha t , 
can take the Oath.

N o  O a t h  c a n  r e a l l y  b i n d  t o  t h i n g s  u n l aw f u l . 
And  ye t  i f  a n  Oa t h  d o  bu t  s e em  t o  b i n d  t o  t h i n g s 
un l aw fu l ,  I  won ’t  s ay,  th a t  i t  i s  ab so lu t e l y  un l aw- 
f u l  i n  a l l  c a s e s ;  bu t  I ’ l l  s ay  i t  a g a i n ,  I  d o u b t  i t 
w o u l d  b e  h a r d  t o  p r o v e  i t  l a w f u l  t o  t a k e  i t .  M y 
Rea son  i s  th i s :  Becau se  i t  t end s  to  aba t e  the  Sa - 
c r e d n e s s  o f  a n  O a t h ,  a n d  o t h e r way s  d r aw  i n t o 
m u c h  G u i l t  u p o n  O c c a s i o n .  B u t  yo u  s a y,  ’ T i s 
v e r y  h a r d  i n d e e d ,  t h a t  i n  t h i n g s  w h e r e i n  w e  a r e 
a g r e e d ,  t h a t  an  Oa th  c anno t  b i nd ,  i t  s h ou l d  ye t  s e em 
t o  b i n d .  Bu t  a s  h a rd  a s  i t  i s ,  I  s uppo s e  you  c an ’t 
d e ny  bu t  i t  m ay  b e  s o.  H e r o d ’s  O a t h  c o u l d  n o t 
r e a l l y  b i n d  h i m  i n  t h e  s i g h t  o f  G o d  t o  M u rd e r 
J o h n ,  a n d  ye t  i t  s e e m ’d  t o  b i n d  h i m ;  i t  h a d  s u c h 
a n  A p p e a r a n c e  o f  i t ,  t h a t  i t  d r ew  m u c h  G u i l t 
upon  h im .  Fo r  h i s  Oa t h  s a k e  h e  ven tu red  on  t h e 
Sin of Murder,

Yo u  m e n t i o n  i t  a s  a  f a r t h e r  H a r d s h i p ,  t h a t 
t h e  s e em ing  t o  b ind ,  t ho ’ i t  b e  c e r t a in  i t  c anno t  b ind , 
s h o u l d  b e  s u f f c i e n t  t o  p r o v e  i t  u n l aw f u l .  Bu t  t h e re 
yo u  m i s t a ke  m e.  I  d o n ’t  s ay,  t h a t  w i l l  b e  s u f f i - 
c i e n t  t o  p r o v e  i t  u n l a w f u l :  I  o n l y  s ay,  i t  m a k e s  i t 
h a r d  f o r  y o u  t o  p r o v e  i t  l a w f u l .  A n d  t h a t  I  s t a n d 
to,  becau se  o f  the  bad  Consequence s  tha t  may  be 
e a s i l y  f o r e s e e n .  W h e n  t h e n  yo u  a s k ,  H o w  c a n 
an  Oa th  o f  Obed i en c e  t o  any  Pe r s on ,  l im i t ed  exp r e s ly 
t o  t h i n g s  l aw f u l ,  s o  mu c h  a s  s e em  t o  b i n d  t o  t h i n g s 
u n l a w f u l ?  I  a n s w e r :  T h e  f o r c e  o f  t h e  O a t h
  seems
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seems  to  reach  to  a l l  the  Par t i cu l a r s  in  which  the 
Per son Swor n to,  may Lega l ly  exerc i se  h i s  Autho- 
r i t y :  But  the re  be ing  s eve ra l  o f  the se  th ing s  tha t : 
i n  po in t  o f  Consc i ence  may  appea r  un l awfu l ,  t he 
Oath  can ’t  rea l l y  b ind  to  them,  and ye t  may seem 
to  do  i t ,  o r  e l s e  i t  cou ld  no t  g ive  the  B i shop  an 
Advan t a g e  t o  p re s s  f o r  Comp l i an c e  by  ve r t u e  o f 
t h a t  Oa th ,  i n  th ing s  wh i ch  he  may  judge  l aw fu l , 
a nd  t h ey  t h a t  a re  conce r ned  may  e s t e em  un l aw- 
f u l .  H e r e ’s  a n  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  a n  O b l i g a t i o n  a t 
l e a s t ,  o r  e l s e  t h e  B i s h o p  c o u l d  n o t  p r e s s  i t  a s 
s u ch :  Bu t  h e re ’s  no  re a l  Ob l i g a t i on ;  b e c au s e  no 
Man  c an  b e  ob l i g ed  by  any  Oa th ,  t o  a  t h i ng  he 
b e l i e ve s  i n  h i s  C o n s c i e n c e  t o  b e  u n l aw f u l .  I f 
yo u  w i l l  c a l l  t h e  Tro u b l e  w h i c h  m a ny  o f  yo u r 
Mini s ter s  have of ten met  wi th in  the Ecc le s i a s t ica l 
Cour t s ,  po s s i b l e  I n c o n ven i e n c e s  on l y,  be  i t  t o  you r 
s e l f :  I  wi sh  Per sona l  Fee l ing  may  never  fo rce  you 
to change your Mind.

I  g r an t ,  we  a re  no t  w i t h o u t  t emp o r a l  I n c o n v e n i - 
e n c i e s  i n  o u r  w ay ;  n o r  c a n  I  c o n c e i ve  h ow  a ny 
c an  expe c t  i t :  Bu t  I  d i s t i n gu i s h  b e tween  I n con- 
ve n i e n c e s  a r i s i n g  f r o m  Pe r s o n a l  F r a i l t i e s ,  a n d 
f ro m  a  F a u l t y  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  T h e  o d d  H u m o u r s 
and  c ap r i c i ou s  F anc i e s  o f  p a r t i cu l a r  Pe r son s  may 
c re a t e  u s  Troub l e,  who  a re  ou t  o f  t he  E s t ab l i s h - 
men t ;  bu t  we  h ave  no  Law among  u s  t h a t  l e ave s 
u s  a t  t h e i r  M e r c y,  w h i c h  i s  yo u r  U n h a p p i n e s s . 
I f  yo u  E x c o m m u n i c a t e  t h e  v e r i e s t  W r e t c h  i n 
yo u r  Pa r i s h ,  a n d  h e  by  a n  I n t e r e s t  a t  D o c t o r s 
C o m m o n s  c a n  g e t  a n  A b s o l u t i o n ,  yo u ’d  f i n d 
yo u ’d  b e  b o u n d  b y  t h e  D e c r e e  o f  t h e  C i v i l i a n s 
t h e r e  t o  A b s o l ve  h i m .  I  d o n ’t  m e a n  yo u  wo u l d 
be  bound in  Consc ience,  and in  the  s ight  o f  God; 
b u t  yo u  wo u l d  b e  b o u n d  t o  i t  L e g a l l y,  u p o n 
Pa i n  o f  Su s p en s i on .  And  i f  you  a re  no t  a s h am ’d 
o f  s u c h  Ty e s  a n d  O b l i g a t i o n s ,  ’ t i s  t o  yo u r  s e l f ; 
ye t  I  b e g  o f  yo u  d o n ’t  b o a s t .  I  t h i n k  a s  f o r  a s
 D d you
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yo u  a r e  b o u n d  t o  s e e  w i t h  t h e  E ye s  o f  B i s h o p 
o r  L a y - C h a n c e l l o r ,  yo u  h a ve  p u t  o u t ,  o r  s h u t 
you r  own ;  Or  ac  l e a s t  you  a re  conten ted  the  S t a te 
shou ld  do  i t  f o r  you ,  who  won ’t  g ive  you  L ibe r - 
t y  to  u se  your  own Eye s  in  such  Ca se s ,  in  which 
t h e  L aw  ( w h a t eve r  b e  yo u r  ow n  Ju d g m e n t )  r e - 
qu i re s  Compl i ance  wi th  the i r  Decree s ,  upon  Pa in 
o f  Su spen s ion ,  o r  any  o the r  Pun i shmen t .  I f  upon 
t h i s  R e - e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  Te r m s  o f  M i n i s t e r i a l 
Con fo rmi ty,  you  f ind  l i t t l e  Rea son  t o  r ep en t  you r  own 
E n g a g e m e n t s,  m ay  yo u  g o  o n  a n d  p ro s p e r .  I  c a n 
a s su re  you ,  I  neve r  ye t  repen t ed  keep ing  my  s e l f 
a t  L ibe r t y  f rom such  Engagemen t s ,  and  I  be l i eve 
n eve r  s h a l l .  I f  yo u  wo n ’t  e n v y  m e  t h e  o n e ,  I ’ l l 
g i ve  i t  yo u  u n d e r  my  H a n d  I ’ l l  n eve r  e n v y  yo u 
t h e  o t h e r .  W h i c h  i s  t h e  b e s t  A g r e e m e n t ,  b y 
wha t  I  c a n  d i s c ove r,  t h a t  You  and  I  a re  a t  p re - 
sent like to come to.

Fo r  a bou t  t h e  Me thod  o f  man ag i n g  t h i s  Con- 
t rove r s i e ,  I  d e s p a i r  o f  a g r e e i n g  w i t h  yo u .  H ow 
c a n  I ?  S i n c e ,  t h o ’ I  g ive  yo u  yo u r  L i b e r t y,  n o - 
th ing wi l l  s a t i s f i e  you unle s s  I  t ake  Measures  f rom 
yo u ,  a n d  ke e p  w i t h i n  yo u r  C o n f i n e m e n t s :  O n 
w h i c h  a c c o u n t ,  I  c a n ’t  we l l  c o n c e i ve  a  g r e a t e r 
J e s t ,  t h a n  yo u r  S e c o n d  A d m o n i t i o n  o r  A n swe r 
t o  my  Po s t s c r i p t .  I  t hough t  you r  F i r s t  Admon i - 
t i o n  o d d ;  b u t  t h i s  h a s  o u t - d o n e  i t ;  c e r t a i n l y 
when  t h e  Th i rd  c ome s ,  you ’ l l  h ave  b rough t  t h e 
A r t  o f  Ch i c a n e r y  t o  f u l l  Pe r f e c t i o n .  B u t ,  Go o d 
S i r,  Why  mayn ’t  I  f i x  some  Se l e c t  Sen t ence s  be - 
f o r e  my  B o o k ,  a s  we l l  a s  yo u ?  I f  yo u  a p p l y  t o 
a l l  t h e  N o n c o n f o r m i s t s ,  w h a t  wa s  m e a n t  o f  t h e 
v i o l e n t  S e c t a r i e s ;  w h y  m a y n ’t  I  a p p l y  t o  t h e 
C o n t e n d e r s  f o r  yo u r  C h u r c h ,  w h a t  a g r e e s  t o o 
t r u l y,  t o  bu t  t o o  m a ny  a m o n g s t  t h e m ?  O r,  w hy 
s h o u l d  yo u  e n g ro s s ,  J u s t i c e ,  Tr u t h ,  a n d  C h a r i t y , 
to your self, and your own Party?
  As
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A s  t o  A g g r a va t i o n s ,  I  d o n ’t  s e e  h ow  t h ey  c a n 
b e  avo i d e d ,  w h i l e  e ve r y  A b a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  Ve - 
n e r a t i o n  yo u  t h i n k  d u e  t o  yo u r  C h u r c h ,  s h a l l 
h ave  t h a t  N a m e  g i ve n  i t ;  o r  a  V i n d i c a t i o n  o f 
ou r  s e l ve s ,  be  rep re s en t ed  a s  a  s e v e r e  Cen su r e  up - 
o n  t h e  C o n f o r m i n g  C l e r g y ,  I  n eve r  C o n f i n e d  my 
se l f  ye t  to  the.  Pr in c i p l e s  o f  any  Par t i cu l a r  Sec t  o f 
Men ,  no r  do  I  eve r  i n t end  i t :  And  ye t  ( i f  you ’ l l 
g ive ,  me  l e ave )  I  w i l l  bo th  E s pou s e  and  De f end 
the  s ame  Cau s e  w i th  t he  E j e c t ed  Min i s t e r s .  And 
I  c an ’t  s ee  why  I  mayn ’t ,  a s  l ong  a s  I  ag ree  wi th 
t h e m  i n  t h i s ;  T h a t  C o n f o r m i t y  u p o n  t h e  p r e - 
s e n t  B o t t o m ,  wo u l d  t o  m e,  a s  we l l  a s  t h e m ,  b e 
s i n f u l  a n d  u n wa r r a n t a b l e :  A n d  w hy  m ay n ’t  I  i n 
th i s  ag ree  wi th  them,  whi l e  in  sundr y  Pa r t i cu l a r s 
I  d i f f e r  f ro m  s eve r a l  o f  t h e m ,  a s  t h ey  a l s o  d i d 
among themselves?

I  c an ’t  s e e.  why  th i s  s hou ld  be  a  s t r ange  th ing 
t o  you ,  who  De f end  Con fo r m i t y,  wh i l e  ye t  you 
d i f f e r  i n  s e ve r a l  m a t e r i a l  T h i n g s  f r o m  s u n d r y 
Con fo r mi s t s ?  Un i on  up on  S c r i p t u r e  Te r m s ,  I  hope, 
I  sha l l  he  ever  for :  But  a s  long a s  I  can ’t  f ind the 
S c r i p t u re  a l l ow s  m a k i n g  a ny  t h i n g  n e c e s s a r y  t o 
Commnn ion ,  wh i ch  t ho s e  S a c re d  Vo l u me s  l e ave 
a b s o l u t e l y  i n d i f f t r e n t ,  I  s h a l l  t h i n k  t h ey  a d d  t o 
t h e  S c r i p t u r e  Te r m s ,  who  ob t r ud e  s u ch  t h i n g s  a s 
Te r m s  o f  C o m mu n i o n ,  w h i c h  t h ey  p r e t e n d  a r e 
Law fu l ,  Bu t  the  Law fu ln e s s  o f  wh ich  may  be  que- 
s t i on ’d  by  o the r s  a s  Con s c i en t i ou s  t o  t h e  f u l l  a s 
themselves.

A n d  h ow  f a r  s o eve r  I  m i g h t  b e  a b l e  t o  c o m - 
p l y  my  s e l f ,  ( a s  t o  w h i c h  I  c a n  s e e  n o  h e e d  a t 
p r e s e n t  o f  P a r t i c u l a r i z i n g )  I  c a n ’t  b e  f o n d  o f 
a ny  Con s t i t u t i o n  w i t h  Un s c r i p i u r a l  Add i t i o n s .  Bu t 
why  mu s t  you  s o  o f t e n  h a r p  upon  my  Hi s t o r i c a l 
A c c o un t s  o f  t h i ng s ?  I f  you  don ’t  l i ke  t h em,  c an ’t 
you  l e ave  t h em  t o  o t h e r s  t h a t  do ?  I  t h i nk  t h em 
nece s s a r y  to  the  r i gh t  u ade r s t and ing  the  S t a t e  o f
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t h e  Q u e s t i o n ,  ( w h i c h  a t  o n c e  A n swe r s  a l l  yo u r 
Q u e r i e s )  a n d  t h e  r i g h t  j u d g i n g  o f  t h e  s e ve r a l 
Ma t t e r s  i n  Deba t e  b e tween  u s .  A r i d  i f  you  h ave 
o t h e r  S e n t i m e n t s ,  y o u  a r e  f r e e  t o  p a s s  t h e m 
by.

M y  H i s t o r y  o f  H i g h  C h u r c h  a n d  L o w ,  s h e w s 
how the  Te r ms  o f  Con fo r m i t y  h ave  been  unde r - 
s t o o d ;  a n d  h o w  w e  a r e  t o  t a k e  t h e m ,  i f  w e 
wou l d  no t  impo s e  on  ou r  s e l ve s ,  o r  b e  impo s ed 
o n ;  a n d  m a ke s  i t  e v i d e n t ,  t h a t  i f  a  M a n  C o n - 
f o r m s  t o  t h e  p re s en t  E s t a b l i s hmen t ,  h i s  Con s c i - 
ence  i s  concer ned ,  tha t  he  t akes  th ings  in  a  Sense 
tha t  needs  no more  Sa lvo ’s  than  cou ld  be  ju s t i f y ’d 
f rom  t h e  g ene r a l  Manag emen t  s i n c e  t h e  Con s t i - 
t u t i o n  wa s  s e t t l e d .  T h e  A c c o u n t  o f  t h e  Tr e a t - 
m e n t  o f  o u r  Fo r e f a t h e r s ,  s h ew s  t h e  t r u e  S p i r i t 
o f  your  Church ,  wh ich  I  th ink  ough t  to  be  con- 
sidered by all that go within her Inclosures.

My His t o r y  o f  Sub s c r i p t i on s ,  shews  the  g r adua l l y 
g row i n g  C a r e  o f  yo u r  C h u r c h ,  t o  h ave  a l l  h e r 
S o n s  e x a c t  i n  t h e i r  C o m p l i a n c e ,  i n  t h i n g s  i n 
wh i ch  we  know no t  t h a t  s he  h a s  a  R igh t  t o  im- 
po s e ;  a nd  t o  c onv i n c e ,  t h a t  i f  we  a re  no t  e x a c t 
w e  c a n ’ t  a n s w e r  h e r  E n d .  A n d  i f  s o ,  t h e n  I 
th ink  we  had  be t t e r  keep  a s  we  a re,  than  a t t empt 
t o  G r a t i f i e  h e r ;  w h o  w i l l  h ave  C o m p l i a n c e  i n 
eve r y  t h i n g ,  o r  e l s e  s h e  wo n ’t  ow n  u s .  A n d  a s 
for 

My His t o r y  o f  th e  Oath  o f  Canon i c a l  Obed i en c e ,  I f 
shews,  that  the End of  that  Oath i s  to Suppor t  the 
H i e r a r c hy,  a c c o rd i n g  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  M e t h o d  o f 
M a n a g e m e n t ,  w h i c h  we  c a n ’t  f a l l  i n  w i t h ,  a s 
l o n g  a s  s e ve r a l  o f  t h e  R e g u l a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  we 
a r e  l i a b l e  t o  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  f o l l ow,  a r e  s u c h  a s 
we  a p p r e h e n d  we  c o u l d  n o t  l a w f u l l y  c o m p l y 
w i t h .  A l l  t o g e t h e r  h e l p  t o  s h ew  w hy  we  c a n ’t 
b e  C o n f o r m i s t s .  A n d  i f  we  c a n ’ t  C o n f o r m ,  we 
mu ft be Non-Conformists.
  While
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W h i l e  yo u  t h i n k  t h e s e  t h i n g s  d o n ’t  c a r r y  s o 
muc h  a s  t h e  shadow o f  an  Argumen t  a l ong  w i th  th em , 
o t h e r s  t h i n k  t h e m  t o  b e  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  P ro o f  o f 
t h e  U n a c c o u n t a b l e n e s s  o f  yo u r  M e t h o d  i n  u r g - 
i ng  to  Con fo r mi ty :  Bu t  to  wha t  Pu r po se  i s  i t  t o 
C o n t e n d ?  I f  yo u  w i l l  h ave  my  D i s s e r t a t i o n  c o n - 
c e r n i n g  t h e  Au th o r i t y  o f  t h e  Fa t h e r s,  a  D i g r e s s i o n ,  I 
c a n n o t  h e l p  i t ;  a s  l o n g  a s  i t  p rove s  t h a t  E p i s - 
c o p a l  O rd i n a t i o n  t h a t  you  con t end  fo r,  i s  no t  ne - 
c e s s a r y ;  and  t h a t  you r  P roo f  o f  t h e  Nece s s i t y  o f 
i t  i s  d e f e c t ive ;  whe the r  you  l ook  upon  you r  s e l f 
a s  ob l i ged  to  rega rd  i f ,  o r  up,  you  mus t  g ive  me 
l e ave  t o  l ay  s t r e s s  upon  i t :  And  s o  I  s h a l l  u pon 
a l l  my  H i s t o r i c a l  A c c o u n t s ,  t h o ’ yo u  we r e  t e n 
times more angry than you are.

A s  f o r  yo u r  C h a r i t y,  S i r ,  ’t i s  t o  yo u r  s e l f .  I t 
i s  an  i nwa rd  A f f e c t i on ,  a s  t o  wh i ch  we  c an  on l y 
j udge  by  ou twa rd  Exp re s s i on s .  I  a g ree  w i th  you , 
tha t  ou r  Cha r i t y  may  r ema in  una f f e c t e d  by  ou r  d i f f e - 
r e n c e  o f  O p i n i o n .  Yo u r  t h i n k i n g  u s  i n  a n  E r ro r , 
i s  ve r y  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  C h a r i t y :  A n d  s o  I  h o p e 
i t  i s  o n  o u r  s i d e  a s  t o  yo u :  B u t  s t i l l  yo u  mu s t 
g ive  m e  l e ave  t o  l o o k  u p o n  a l l  t h o s e  e i t h e r  o n 
our  s i de  o r  your s ,  a s  u t t e r l y  d i sown the  Min i s t r y 
o f  s u ch  a s  b e i n g  du l y  Qua l i f i e d  f o r  t h e  O f f i c e , 
a r e  s e t  a p a r t  f o r  i t  i n  t h e  G o s p e l  way,  o r  d e ny 
a  b ro t h e r l y  A f f e c t i o n  t o  M i n i s t e r s  a n d  Pe o p l e , 
who d i f f e r  f rom them in  th ing s  owned  to  be  Ex- 
t r a - e s s en t i a l ,  a s  a  l i t t l e  d e f i c i e n t ,  a t  l e a s t ,  i n  t h a t 
C h a r i t y,  w h i c h  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  a n d 
mo s t  d i v i n e  V i r t u e s  o f  Ch r i s t i a n i t y .  Bu t  i t  s hou i d 
s e e m  yo u  a r e  n o t  d e f e c t i ve  i n  i t ,  b e c a u s e  yo u 
conceive our Separat ion is  unnecessary, though your 
Church  ha s  f o rc ed  i t ;  and  bec au s e  you  conce ive, 
t h a t  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  P e a c e  w e  o u g h t  t o  Con f o r m  t o 
you ,  i n  t h i n g s  wh i ch  you  c a n ’t  c onv i n c e  u s  a r e 
l aw fu l :  (wh i ch  i s  t h e  c a s e  o f  s ome  o f  t h e  Te r ms 
o f  C o n f o r m i t y  i m p o s e d  b o t h  o n  M i n i s t e r s  a n d
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Pe o p l e )  w h i c h ,  I  mu s t  c o n f e s s ,  I  d o n ’t  U n d e r - 
stand.

Fo r  t ho ’ I  a s  r e a l l y  b e l i eve  t h a t  yo u r  Impo s i - 
t i on s  a re  unwa r r an t a b l e ,  a s  you  do  t h a t  ou r  S e - 
p a r a t i o n  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r y ;  t h o ’ I  a m  a s  we l l  s a - 
t i s f i ed  tha t  Compl i ance  w i th  the  p re s en t  Impos i - 
t i on s  o f  you r  Church ,  wou ld  to  me  be  s i n fu l ,  a s 
you  a re  t h a t  s uch  Comp l i ance  i s  you r  De i t y ;  ye t 
I  c an  own your  Min i s t e r s  f o r  re a l  Min i s t e r s ,  and 
your  Peop le  fo r  Fe l low-Chr i s t i an s ,  wi thout  make- 
i n g  a n y  D i f f e r e n c e  i n  m y  E s t i m a t i o n .  A n d  I 
s hou l d  e s t e em  t h e  con t r a r y  D i s po s i t i on ,  a n  ev i - 
d e n c e  o f  a  D e f e c t  i n  C h a r i t y  o n  my  s i d e ,  a n d 
the re fo re  c an ’t  fo rbea r  th ink ing  the  s ame  o f  such 
a  Di spo s i t ion  on  your  s ide.  Bu t  be fo re  you  a rgue 
any  more  .on  th i s  Head ,  I  p r ay  con s ide r  whe the r 
t h e re  may  no t  b e  s ome  wan t  o f  Tende r n e s s  t h a t 
may  d i s po s e  t h e  Mind s  o f  s ome  to  E spou s e  s u ch 
P r i n c i p l e s  a s  d o  n a r r o w  t h e  M i n i s t r y,  a n d 
t h r o w  c e r t a i n  I m p u t a t i o n s  o n  t h e i r  N e i g h - 
bours.

B u t  I  f i n d  my  C a r r i a g e  t owa rd s  t h e  I n d e p e n - 
d e n t s  m u s t  b e  l i f t e d ,  a n d  m y  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l 
B ro t h e r  mu s t  b e  o n c e  m o re  Pe r s o n a t e d ,  r a t h e r 
t h an  I  s h a l l  no t  b e  made  a ppe a r  a s  De f i c i e n t  a s 
you  i n  Cha r i t y.  I ’m  con t en t ed :  On l y  w i sh  you ’d 
p u t  yo u r  s e l f  i n  my  C a s e ,  a n d  t h i n k  h ow  we l l 
you’d like it.

I ’m a s  re a l l y  fo r  a  Min i s t e r i a l  I nve s t i t u r e  a s  you ; 
a nd  ye t  mo s t  d e c l a re  eve r  s i n c e  I  h ad  Though t s 
about  the se  Mat te r s ,  I  have  been caut ious  o f  Cen- 
s u r i n g  s u c h  a s  h a d  n o t  a  M i n i s t e r i a l  I nve s t i t u re , 
a s  n o t  c a l l e d  t o  b e  M i n i s t e r s,  i f  I  h a v e  f o u n d  t h e i r 
Min i s t ra t i on s  t o  h ave  g o od  E f f e c t s,  i n  t h e  Conve r s i on 
o f  P e r s o n s,  t o  s e r i o u s  Re l i g i o n ,  How doe s  i t  hence 
fo l low,  tha t  I  am a s  much  c r amp’d  in  my Char i t y 
a s  yo u ?  T h e  s e q u e l  i s  t o  d i s c ove r  i t .  We l l ,  I ’ l l 
t r y  t h e  m a t t e r  f o r  o n c e .  Yo u  s ay,  I  a c k n o w l e d g e
  that
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t h a t  G o d  a p p r o v e s  o f  y o u r  O rd i n a t i o n s ;  a n d  t h e r e - 
f o r e ,  s a y  y o u ,  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  R e g u l a r,  a n d  s u c h  a s 
t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  w a r r a n t .  Ve r y  we l l :  I  g r a n t  t h a t 
yo u r  O r d i n a t i o n s ,  a s  t h e y  a r e  a  S e p a r a t i o n  o f 
yo u  t o  t h e  M i n i s t r y,  by  A u t h o r i z e d  M i n i s t e r s , 
a r e  a p p r o v ’d  o f  G o d ,  R e g u l a r,  a n d  w a r r a n t e d  b y 
t h e  S c r i p t u r e s :  Bu t  I  c a n ’t  s ay  t h e  s ame  o f  t h em 
a s  t h ey  a r e  a t t e n d e d  w i t h  E n g a g e m e n t s  t o  s u c h 
a  S u b m i s s i o n  t o  y o u r  H i e r a r c h y,  a n d  s u c h  a 
C o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  I m p o s i t i o n s ,  a s  i s  r e q u i r ’d  by 
t h e  L a w  o f  t h e  L a n d .  F o r  i n  t h a t  r e s p e c t  I 
s h a n ’t  s t i c k  t o  d e c l a r e ,  t h a t  I  n o  m o re  a p p rove 
o f  t he  Me thod  o f  you r  Church ,  t h an  o f  t he  Me- 
t h o d  o f  t h e  B r o w n i s t s .  I  n o  m o r e  t h i n k  t h a t  a 
S e p a r a t i o n  t o  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  M i n i s t r y,  w i t h 
such  C log s  supe r added ,  i s  app r o ve d  o f  God ,  Re gu - 
l a r,  a n d  wa r r a n t e d  by  S c r i p t u r e ,  t h a n  I  do,  t h a t  a 
Sepa r a t i on  to  the  Of f i c e  w i thou t  any  conce r n  o f 
Mini s ter s  i s  so,  where their  judgment and help can 
b e  h a d .  I  n o  m o re  t h i n k  t h a t  G o d  a p p rove s  o f 
yo u r  E n g a g e m e n t s  t h a t  a t t e n d  yo u r  O rd i n a t i o n , 
than  be  does  o f  the i r  Omis s ion ,  tha t  a t tends  the i r 
Separation to the Office.

B u t  yo u  s ay.  Yo u  c a n ’t  p e r s u a d e  y o u r  s e l f  t h a t 
G o d  a p p r o v e s  o f  o u r  O rd i n a t i o n s,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e 
a  D e v i a t i o n  f r o m  a  s e t t l e d  M e t h o d ,  l a w f u l  i n  o u r 
own  j u d gm e n t s,  w i t h o u t  a  N e c e s s i t y  f o r  s u c h  a  D e - 
v i a t i o n  a n d  s u c h  a s  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  d o n ’t  w a r r a n t 
B u t  y o u  h a n ’ t  s t a t e d  t h e  M a t t e r  r i g h t .  T h o ’ 
yo u r  O r d i n a t i o n ,  a s  i t  i s  a  S e p a r a t i o n  t o  t h e 
O f f i c e ,  by  a u t ho r i z ed  Min i s t e r s ,  i s  l aw f u l  i n  o u r 
j u d gm e n t s ;  ye t  a s  i t  i s  a t t e nd ed  w i t h  s u ch  C log s 
a s  I  h ave  m e n t i o n e d ,  ’t i s  n o t  s o .  A g a i n ,  yo u r 
s up e r a dd ed  C l og s  b e i n g  unwa r r a n t a b l e ,  we  h ave 
a  nece s s i t y  fo r  a  Dev i a t ion  f rom you ,  to  keep  to 
you r  Ph r a s e,  t ho ’ I  mus t  con f e s s  ’t i s  odd ,  t o  c a l l 
a  g re a t e r  Con fo r mi ty  to  the  Ru le  o f  Sc r ip tu re,  a 
D e v i a t i o n .  U p o n  t h i s  B o t t o m  I  h a ve  a s  m u c h
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r e a s on  t o  d i s own  you r  Ord in a t i on ,  a s  you  m ine. 
Fo r  I  c a n  s ay,  t h a t  y o u r  O rd i n a t i o n ,  i n  t h e  C i r - 
cums t ance s  o f  i t ,  i s  a  Dev i a t i on  f r om  a  s e t t l e d  Me - 
t h o d ,  l aw f u l  i n  y o u r  own  j u d gmen t ,  w i t h o u t  a  Rea l 
n e c e s s i t y  f o r  s u c h  a  D e v i a t i o n .  I  c a n  s ay,  t h a t  t h e 
C log s  t h a t  a t t ended  you r  Ord in a t i on ,  a r e  s u c h  a s 
t h e  S c r i p t u r e  d o n ’t  w a r r a n t :  A n d  ye t  I  d a r e  n o t 
s ay,  a s  you ,  t h a t  I  c a n ’t  p e r s u a d e  my  s e l f  t h a t  God 
a p p r o v e d  y o u r  O rd i n a t i o n ,  a s  t o  t h e  Sub s t a n c e  o f 
i t .  Fo r  I  am  we l l  s a t i s f i e d ,  h e  w i l l  make  a l l ow- 
ance.  And  the re fo re  I  ough t ,  n ay  I  c an  no  more 
a b s o l u t e l y  c o n d e m n  t h e  B r o w n i s t s ,  t h a n  I  c a n 
yo u ,  t h o ’ I  n o  m o re  a p p rove  o f  yo u r  way  t h a n 
t h e i r s ;  o r  o f  t h e i r s  t h a n  yo u r s .  I  a m  s a t i s f i e d 
G o d  n o  m o re  a p p rove s  o f  t h e  I r r e g u l a r i t i e s  o f 
you r  O rd i n a t i on ,  i n  t h e  un s c r i p t u r a l  C l og s  t h a t 
a t tended i t ,  than of  the i r s  in  the  Omis s ion of  Mi- 
n i s t e r i a l  I nve s t i t u r e .  T h e  S c r i p t u r e s  n o  m o r e 
wa r r a n t  yo u r  A d d i t i o n s ,  t h a n  t h e i r  O m i s s i o n . 
A n d  y e t  I  c a n ’ t  s a y,  t h a t  y o u  a r e  n o t  c a l l e d 
o f  G o d  t o  t h e  M i n i s t r y,  b e c a u s e  o f  s u c h  A d d i - 
t i o n s ;  s o  n e i t h e r  c a n  I  s a y,  t h a t  t h o s e  a m o n g 
t h e m ,  w h o m  G o d  h a s  q u a l i f i e d  a n d  ow n e d ,  a r e 
n o t  c a l l e d  o f  G o d  t o  t h e  M i n i s t r y,  b e c a u s e  o f 
their Omissions.

B u t  yo u  t e l l  m e .  Yo u  t h o u g h t  i t  a n  i n d u b i t a b l e 
Max im ,  Tha t  w e  w e r e  o b l i g e d  i n  Con s c i e n c e  t o  d i s - 
a pp r o ve  wha t  i t  i s  o u r  o p i n i on  t h a t  God  d i s a pp r o ve s, 
and  t o  c ond emn  wha t  i t  i s  ou r  o p i n i on  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s 
d o  n o t  wa r r a n t .  I  g r a n t  i t ,  a nd  f o r  t h a t  r e a s o n  I 
d i s a pp rove  a nd  condemn  t h e  C log s  a nd  Eng ag e - 
men t s  t h a t  a t t e nded  you r  S ep a r a t i on  t o  t h e  M i - 
n i s t r y,  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  my  o p i n i o n ,  t h a t  G o d  d i s - 
a p p rove s  t h e m ,  a n d  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  d o  n o t  wa r - 
r a n t  t h e m ;  A n d  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  I  d i s a p p rove 
and condemn the  Omis s ion in  the  Brown i s t i c a l  Se- 
p a r a t i o n  t o  t h e  M i n i s t r y,  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  my  o p i - 
n ion ,  tha t  God  d i s app rove s  i t ,  and  the  Sc r ip tu re s
  do
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d o  n o t  wa r r a n t  i t :  A n d  ye t  I  n e i t h e r  d a r e  s a y 
o r  t h i nk  t h a t  yon  a re  no  Min i s t e r,  b e c au s e  I  am 
sa t i s f i ed  tha t  you are  in  the  main du ly  Author ized 
fo r  the  Of f i c e ;  o r  tha t  they,  i f  God  ha s  qua l i f i ed 
a n d  ow n e d  t h e m ,  a r e  n o t  c a l l e d  o f  G o d  t o  b e 
M in i s t e r s ,  b e c au s e  I  l ook  upon  t h e i r  Qua l i f i c a - 
t i o n s ,  w i t h  h i s  ow n i n g  t h e m ,  t o  b e  E v i d e n c e s 
that he has called them.

Yo u  a bu s e  m e,  w h e n  s p e a k i n g  o f  my  l a t e  h o - 
n e s t  N e i g h b o u r ,  M r .  B e e r m a n ,  y o u  i n t i m a t e , 
t h a t  I  g ave  i t  a s  my  o p i n i o n ,  t h a t  s u c h  O rd i n a - 
t i o n s  a s  h i s ,  a r e  o f t e n  a p p r o v e d  o f  G o d ,  a n d  wa r - 
r a n t e d  i n  S c r i p t u r e .  I  m i g h t  h e r e  a s k  yo u ,  a s 
you  do  me  in  ano the r  Ca s e,  t ho ’ w i th  much  l e s s 
Reason,  by  wha t  Law o f  th e  Gospe l  do  you  g i ve  you r 
s e l f  t h i s  s t r a n g e  L i b e r t y  o f  A c c u s i n g  m e ?  I  m i g h t 
s ay  a s  you ,  I  p r ay  God  f o r g i v e  y o u  t h i s  L i c e n t i o u s 
way  o f  h and l i n g  you r  Adve r s a r y .  Bu t  I ’ l l  wave  such 
Me thod s ,  a nd  l e ave  you  t o  you r  own  I ng enu i t y. 
I ’ l l  on ly  t e l l  you ,  tha t  I  neve r  though t  Mr.  Bee r - 
m a n  a n  O rd a i n e d  M i n i s t e r ;  I  k n ew  t h e  c o n t r a - 
r y :  N ay  I  k n ew  t h a t  b e  n eve r  p r e t e n d e d  t o  i t . 
I t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t h e r e f o r e  t h a t  I  s h o u l d  s ay  o r 
t h i nk  t h a t  God  a p p r o v e d  h i s  O rd i n a t i o n .  Bu t  t h i s 
I  d i d  s a y,  a n d  w i l l  s t a n d  t o  i t .  T h a t  G o d  d i d 
own h im in  the  Use  o f  va luable  Min i s t e r i a l  Gi f t s , 
t h o ’ h e  h a d  n o t  t a ke n  u p  h i s  C o m m i s s i o n .  A n d 
in  th i s  I  ne i the r  f o r s a k e  n o r  c o n t ra d i c t  my  p r o f e s s e d 
Op i n i o n s  a nd  P r i n c i p l e s ,  wh i ch  I  t h ink  i t  unman ly 
i n  you  to  cha rge  upon  me,  t i l l  you  c an  p rove  i t . 
I  don ’t  p rove  a  complea t  Commis s ion  f rom God ’s 
ow n i n g  a ny  s u c h ;  t h a t  i s  a n o t h e r  g r e a t  M i s t a ke 
o f  you r s :  I  on l y  a r gue  t h ence  i n  p roo f  o f  a  D i - 
v ine  Ca l l  t o  t ake  up  the  Min i s t e r i a l  Commi s s i on 
i n  the  Sc r i p tu re  way.  In  th i s  and  a l l  s u ch  Ca s e s , 
I  a m  f o r  f o l l ow i n g  G a m a l i e l ’s  C o u n s e l ;  w h i c h 
t h o ’ i t  a l l ow s  o f  R e a s o n i n g ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  C o n - 
v ic t ion ,  ye t  I  th ink  exc lude s  Censur ing  and  Con-
  demning
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demning  beyond what  c l ea r  Ev idence  can  ju s t i f i e : 
A n d  i n d e e d ,  I  c h i n k  i t  a g a i n s t  d i ve r s  R u l e s  o f 
Ch r i s t i an i t y,  t o  condemn  tho s e  who  h ave  no t  s o 
much  L i gh t  p e rh ap s  a s  we,  who  may  ye t  b e  ab l e 
t o  a p p rove  t h e m s e l ve s  t o  G o d ,  a s  a c t i n g  i n  t h e 
Integrity of their Hearts.

T h e  C o n s e q u e n c e  yo u  d r aw  f ro m  d i ve r s  Pa s - 
s a g e s  o f  m i n e  t h a t  yo u  c i t e  u p o n  t h i s  H e a d ,  I 
t hu s  f a r  s t a nd  t o,  t h a t  I  own  God  c a nn o t  a p p r o v e 
o f  t h e  Ord i n a t i o n s  o f  s u c h  a s  n e g l e c t  wha t  i s  p l a i n ly 
i n  my  o p i n i o n  r e q u i r e d  i n  S c r i p t u r e :  A n d  ye t  h e 
may by  the  Qua l i f i ca t ions  he  ha s  g iven them,  and 
h i s  owning  them,  su f f i c i en t l y  t e s t i f i e,  tha t  he  ha s 
c a l l ed  them to  the  Min i s t e r i a l  Of f i c e ;  i n  own ing 
w h i c h ,  I  a m  s o  f a r  f ro m  c o n t r a d i c t i n g  my  P r i n c i - 
p l e ,  t h a t  I  a c t  a g re e ab l y  t o  my  Gr and  P r i n c i p l e , 
wh i ch  i s  t h i s .  Tha t  ou t  o f  t r ue  Chr i s t i an  Cha r i - 
ty,  where  the  Subs t ance  i s  s ecured ,  (which  in  th i s 
c a s e  I  t ake  to  be  due  Qua l i f i c a t ion s ,  and  an  ap t - 
ne s s  t o  s p re ad  Se r iou s  Re l i g ion )  we  a re  to  make 
a l l owance  f o r  d i f f e ren t  C i rcums t an c e s ,  i n  con s i - 
de r a t ion  tha t  the  Unde r s t and ing s  o f  Men  a re  no t 
a l l  o f  a  s i z e ,  n o r  t h e i r  L i g h t  t h e  s a m e .  A n d  I 
mu s t  n e e d s  s ay,  t h a t  by  s eve r a l  H i n t s  yo u  h ave 
d ropp ’d  i n  t h i s  a nd  o the r  o f  you r  Pe r f o r mance s , 
I  h ave  g re a t  hope,  t h a t  when  you  come  t o  Rea - 
s o n  b e t t e r ,  yo u r  C h a r i t y  w i l l  b e  m o r e  e x t e n - 
sive.
I f  I  d o  a g re e  w i t h  M r.  D o dw e l  i n  t h e  P r i n c i p l e 
yo u  m e n t i o n ,  I  c a n  s t i l l  s a y,  ’ t i s  m o r e  t h a n  I 
know. I  do indeed say and s tand to i t ,  that  the r e  i s 
l i t t l e  reason to expec t  that  God should own those whom, 
h e  h a d  n o t  s e n t .  Fo r  my  p a r t ,  I  s h o u l d  t h i n k  i t 
s t r ange,  i f  h e  s hou ld  own  tho s e  i n  t h e  Min i s t r y, 
whom he  h ad  no t  qu a l i f y ’d  f o r  i t ,  a nd  c a l l e d  t o 
i t .  Bu t  I  t h i nk  God  may  c a l l  Men  i n t o  t h e  M i - 
n i s t r y,  a n d  by  q u a l i f y i n g  a n d  i n c l i n i n g  t h e m  t o 
t h e  Wo r k ,  s e n d  t h e m  i n t o  h i s  V i n e y a r d ,  a n d
  yet
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y e t  t h e y  o m i t t i n g  t h e  M i n t s t e r i a l  I nve s t i t u r e 
wh i ch  t h e  S c r i p tu re  s o  o f t en  men t i on s ,  may  no t 
b e  s o  du l y  au tho r i z ed  a s  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  p reven t 
D i s o rd e r s  i n  t h e  Chu rch :  And  ye t  I  won ’t  Cen- 
s u re  t h em  a s  a l t og e t h e r  un s en t  o f  God ;  b e c au s e 
I  reckon the i r  Use fu lne s s  may be  someth ing  o f  an 
ev i d e n c e  t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y.  Fo r  s o  S o u l s  a r e  bu t 
s e n t  t o  He aven ,  f o r  my  p a r t .  I ’ l l  n eve r  qu a r re l , 
t h o ’ i t  b e n ’t  i n  M o o d  a n d  F i g u re .  B u t  s ay  yo u , 
I f  t h i s  S u c c e s s  c a n  b e  f o u n d ,  wh e r e  t h e r e  i s  n o  Au - 
t h o r i t y,  t h e n  i t  c a n  b e  n o  R e a s o n  t o  i n d u c e  y o u  t o 
th ink  tha t  the s e  Pe r s ons  a c t  by  Autho r i t y .  Your  us ing 
t he  Word  Au th r i t y ,  i n  t he  c a s e  whe re  I  u s ed  t he 
Word Sen t  and Cal l ed ,  i s  the  th ing  tha t  confounds 
you.

I  s ay  the re fo re,  I  don ’t  t h ink  Succe s s  i n  Min i - 
s t e r i a l  E n d e avo u r s  c a n  b e  f o u n d  w h e re  Pe r s o n s 
a re  no t  c a l l ed  to  the  Min i s t e r i a l  Of f i ce ;  Bu t  tho ’ 
I  r e c kon  God ’s  qu a l i f y i n g  Men  f o r  t h e  Work  o f 
the  Of f i ce  ( in  the  judgment  o f  those  who a re  f i t - 
t e s t  t o  j udge )  j o in t l y  w i th  h i s  g iv ing  an  inc l i n a - 
t i on  t o  i t ,  a nd  Succe s s  i n  Endeavou r s  t owa rd s  i t 
i n  a  way  o f  P r o b a t i o n ,  a  g o o d  E v i d e n c e  t h a t 
God  h a t h  c a l l e d  Men ,  ye t  I  t h i nk  t h e  App rob a - 
t i on  o f  s u ch  a s  h ave  b e f o re  b e en  f a i t h f u l  i n  t h e 
s ame Of f ice,  and the i r  g iv ing  them an Inves t i ture, 
i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t h e i r  b e i n g  du ly  Au t h o r i z e d  w i t h 
r e f e r e n c e  t o  o t h e r s .  A n d  s o  I  d o n ’t  t h i n k  t h a t 
S u c c e s s  c a n n o t  b e  w h e r e  Au t h o r i t y  i s  w a n t i n g ,  bu t 
my Thought  i s ,  tha t  Succe s s  ( i .  e.  such Succes s  a s 
I  s p e ak  o f )  c anno t  b e,  un l e s s  t h e re  b e  a  Ca l l  t o 
t h e  O f f i c e ,  w h i c h  y e t  ( i n  m y  A p p r e h e n s i o n ) 
g ive s  no t  Au t h o r i t y  w i t hou t  a  Min i s t e r i a l  I n v e s t i - 
t u r e :  And  so  Bene f i t  don ’t  d epend  upon  the  Au- 
thor i ty  o f  the  Admini s t r a tor,  but  upon the  Div ine 
B l e s s i n g ,  w h i c h  I  k n ow  n o t  h ow  t o  s u p p o s e  i n 
such  a  c a s e  a f fo rded  to  such  a s  God  had  no t  c a l - 
l e d  t o  t h e  O f f i c e .  I  d o n ’t  t h e re f o re  a r g u e  f ro m
  Success
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Su c c e s s  t o  Au t h o r i t y ;  bu t  f rom  Suc c e s s  t o  a  Ca l l 
t o  t h e  O f f i c e :  The  way  o f  b e i n g  Au tho r i z ’d  f o r 
wh i ch ,  w i t h  re f e rence  t o  o the r s ,  I  l ook  upon  a s 
s u f f i c i e n t l y  m a r ke d  o u t  i n  S c r i p t u r e .  B u t  yo u 
i n t i m a t e  yo u r  P r i n c i p l e  n o  m o re  t e n d s  t owa rd s 
M r.  D o dw e l ’s  P r i n c i p l e  t h a n  m i n e ,  t h o ’ I  s ay  i t 
a p p e a r s  t o  me  t o  t e nd  t owa rd s  i t .  Your  P r inc ip l e  i s 
th i s ,  tha t  God c an ’t  b e  suppo s ed  t o  app r ove  I r r e gu l a r 
O rd i n a t i o n s :  And  i f  by  I r regu l a r  Ord in a t i on s  you 
m e a n t  n o  o t h e r  t h a n  s u c h  a s  a r e  n o t  wa r r a n t e d 
by  S c r i p t u r e ,  I ’d  t h e n  g r a n t  yo u ,  t h a t  yo u  n o 
m o re  r u n  i n t o  M r.  D o dw e l ’s  N o t i o n s  t h a n  I  d o. 
Bu t  wh i l e  you  re ckon  t ho s e  Ord in a t i on s  I r re gu - 
l a r ,  t h a t  t ho ’ a g re e ab l e  t o  S c r i p t u re,  ye t  va r y  i n 
a  Fo r m a l i t y  f r o m  t h e  E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  M e t h o d ,  I 
c a n ’t  h e l p  h av i n g  o t h e r  A p p r e h e n s i o n s .  Fo r  i f 
God  doe s  no t  approve  o f  such  Ord ina t ion s  a s  the 
S c r i p t u re  wa r r an t s ,  f o r  wan t  o f  a n  Ec c l e s i a s t i c a l 
Fo r m a l i t y,  t h e n  t h o ’ yo u  m ay  f r o m  t h e  G o o d n e s s 
a nd  J u s t i c e  o f  A lm i gh t y  God  cha r i t ab l y  a r gue,  t h a t 
he  wi l l  by  some sec re t  Methods  supp ly  Defec t s  to 
Hone s t  a nd  We l l -mean ing ,  t ho ’ De luded  Peop l e , 
ye t  I  c a n ’t  s e e  bu t  yo u  mu s t  d i s c o u r a g e  Pe o p l e 
f rom  expe c t i n g  Bene f i t  by  s u ch  a  M in i s t r y,  a nd 
d i s ow n  t h e i r  M i n i s t r a t i o n s .  N ow  t h i s  i s  w h a t  I 
da re  no t  do,  in  any  c a s e,  where  I  f ind  God owns 
M e n  t o  d o  g o o d  t o  S o u l s ;  a n d  ye t  I  c a n ’t  a p - 
p r ove  o f  a  n e g l e c t  o f  M i n i s t e r i a l  I nve s t i t u r e , 
wh ich  I  th ink  God  requ i re s ,  to  p reven t  d i so rde r - 
l y  a n d  i r r e g u l a r  I n t r u s i o n s .  Ta k e  t h e  m a t t e r 
thu s ,  and  I  th ink  your  l aboured  P roo f  o f  my  be- 
ing  he re  incon s i s t en t  w i th  my  s e l f ,  comes  to  no- 
t h i n g ;  a n d  o n l y  s h ew s ,  t h a t  yo u  a r g u e  a g a i n s t 
me,  w i t hou t  t a k i ng  my  re a l  mean ing  a l ong  w i t h 
you.

For  tho ’ you have  c i ted  many Pa s s age s  f rom me, 
w h i c h  yo u  t h i n k  s u p p o r t  yo u r  C h a r g e ,  y e t  i t 
you ’ l l  b a t  d i s t i ngu i sh  be tween  God ’s  Ca l l i n g  Men
  to
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t o  t h e  M i n i s t r y ,  by  q u a l i f y i n g  t h e m  f o r  i t ,  a n d 
jo int ly  wi th due Qual i f i ca t ions  for  i t ,  g iv ing them 
an  i n c l i n a t i on  t o  i t ;  a nd  h i s  g i v i n g  t h em  t h e  Au - 
t h o r i t y  o f  M i n i s t e r s  b e f o r e  o t h e r s ,  by  a  M in i s t e r i a l 
I nve s t i t u re,  t h e  D i f f i cu l t y  you  r a i s e  f rom thence 
is solved with ease.

Thu s  i n  t h a t  Pa s s a g e  wh i ch  you  h ave  s o  odd l y 
g lo s s ed  on ,  when  I  s ay,  t o  s uppo s e  a  s p e c i a l  d i v i n e 
I n f l u e n c e  o rd i n a r i ly  a f f o rd e d  i n  t h e.  c a s e.  o f  P e r s o n s 
whom God  n eve r  s en t ,  i s  t o  r e p r e s en t  h im a s  subve r t - 
i n g  O rd e r  i n  t h i s  Chu r c h :  A l l  I  me a n t ,  wa s ,  t h a t 
t h i s ,  Suppo s i t i on ,  t h a t  Pe r s on s  no t  Ca l l e d  t o  t h e 
M in i s t ry  shou ld  be  succeeded  l i ke  tho s e  th a t  a re, 
wou ld  ove r t h row the  Min i s t r y  a s  a n  O f f i c e :  Bu t 
a s  t o  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  t h a t  a r i s e s  f ro m  a  M i n i s t e - 
fial Investiture, I there say nothing.

Aga in ,  when I  ca l l  upon you t o  r e c on c i l e  t h e  Va- 
l i d i t y  o f  ou r  Bap t i sm s  w i t h  t h e  Nu l l i t y  o f  ou r  Min i - 
s t r y ;  a nd  t e l l  you ,  t h a t  i f  o u r  M i n i s t r y  i s  n o t  va - 
l i d ;  t hen  Our  Bap t i sms  a re  no t  va l i d ;  and ,  th a t  I 
c an  s e e  no  Sa lvo  in  the  ca se,  and the  l ike ;  i f  you’ l l 
a l l ow  me  t o  know  my  own  S en s e ,  I  a s s u re  you , 
all I meant thereby is included in Two things.

( 1 )  T h a t  w h e r e  a  M i n i s t r y  i s  u t t e r l y  d i s - 
owned ,  you  may  a s  we l l  p l e a d  f o r  Re -b ap t i z i n g 
as Re-ordaining. And,

( 2 )  T h a t  t h o ’ we  a r e  we l l  s a t i s f y ’d  a t  p r e s e n t 
b o t h  a b o u t  o u r  O rd e r s ,  a n d .  o u r  B a p t i s m s ,  ye t 
should you preva i l  wi th our  Mini s ter s  to  renounce 
the i r  Order s ,  our  People  mos t  needs  be  wretched- 
l y  con founded ;  f o r  t h a t  t h ey  wou ld  b e  c a s t  i n t o 
g r e a t  D o u b t s ,  w h e t h e r  o u r  B a p t i s m s  h a d  b e e n 
t r u l y  Va l i d .  I ’ l l  s h e w  yo u  i n  s h o r t  w h e r e  t h e 
Difficulty lies.

I f  yo u  d i s ow n  . o u r  M i n i s t r y,  yo u  m u s t  l o o k 
upon  ou r  B ap t i sm s ,  a s  mee r  L ay -Ac t s :  And  t ho ’ 
I  know you r  Chu rch  i s  s o  Cha r i t a b l e  unde r  t h i s 
H e a d ,  a s  t o  ow n  t h e  B a p t i s m  o f  t h o s e  yo u  c a l l
  Lay-
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L ay -Men ,  ( n ay,  a nd  even  o f  D re am ing  Midw ive s 
t oo )  s o  f a r  a s  t o  b e  a g a i n s t  Re-b ap t i z i ng ,  ye t  i t 
may  we l l  be  quer y ’d ,  whether  th i s  P r inc ipe  cou ld 
g i v e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  t o  t h e  Pe o p l e .  T h e  R e a s o n 
i s  t h i s ,  b e c au s e  t h e re  i s  no  i n s t an c e  i t  t h e  Ho l y 
S c r i p t u r e  o f  a ny  o n e  B a p t i z e d ,  bu t  by  Pe r s o n s 
t h a t  h a d  e i t h e r  a n  o r d i n a r y  o r  e x t r a o r d i n a r y 
C a l l  t o  t h e  S a c r e d  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  M i n i s t r y.  A n d 
’twa s  upon ,  t h i s  a c coun t  I  s a i d ,  t h a t  t he  S c r up l e s 
o f  o u r  P e o p l e  u p o n  t h i s  H e a d ,  w e r e  b o t t om e d ,  u p o n 
S c r i p t u r e .  A n d  I  c o u l d  c i t e  t o  yo u  m a py  C e l e - 
b r a t e d  P e r s o n s ,  b o t h  A n c i e n t s  a n d  M o d e r n s 
t h a t  h e r e i n  a g r e e ;  t h a t  B a p t i s m  a d m i n i s t r e d  by 
o n e  t h a t  i s  n o t  a  M i n i s t e r ,  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  vo i d . 
So  tha t  in  shor t ,  i f  you  own our  Bap t i sms ,  wh ich 
a re  a s  i r regu l a r  a s  ou r  Ord e r s ,  I  t h ink  you  ough t 
t o  ow n  o u r  O rd e r s .  I f  yo u  d i s ow n  o u r  O rd e r s , 
a n d  ye t  ow n  o u r  B a p t i s m s ,  a s  t h e  A c t s  o f  m e e r 
L ay - M e n ,  yo u  b i t t e r l y  c r a m p  a n d  c o n f o u n d  a l l 
t h a t  t h i n k  L ay - M e n  h ave  n o  wa r r a n t  f o r .  a n y 
such Practice.

I  c a n ’t  s ay,  t h a t  I  am  o f  t h a t  M ind ;  b e c ame  I 
c an ’t  t h i nk  t h a t  God  on  t h e  a c cppp t p f  t h e  wan t 
o f  a n  ex t e r i o r  Fo r ma l i t y,  w i l l  r e j e c t  s u ch  a s  a re 
s e r iou s  in  the i r  App l i c a t ion  to  h i s  In s t i tu t ion s .  I 
c an ’t  be l i eve  th i s  re conc i l ab l e  w i th  th a t  Dec l a r a - 
t i o n ,  t h a t  h e  w i l l  h a v e  M e r c y,  a n d  n o t  S a c r i f i c e . 
And  ye t  I  t h i nk  i f  you  owned  ou r  Bap t i sm s ,  you 
s h o u l d  ow n  o u r  O rd e r s  t o o :  A n d  t h a t  t h e  s a m e 
Rea son  wi l l  ho ld  in  the  l a t t e r  c a se  a s  in  the  fo r - 
mer. 

Why do  you  so  f a r  own our  Bap t i sms ,  a s  to  be 
a g a i n s t  R e - b a p t i z i n g  o u r  Pe o p l e ?  I s  i t  n o t  f o r 
e v i d en t  Rea s on s  t a k en  f r om  t h e  Goodn e s s  and  J u s t i c e 
o f  A lm i g h t y  God ?  Why  don ’t  you  upon  t h e  s ame 
a c coun t  d e c l a re  a g a i n s t  Re -o rd a i n i ng  ou r  M in i - 
s t e r s ?  I s  i t  no t  a s  i n con s i s t en t  w i th  the  Goodn e s s 
a nd  J u s t i c e  o f  God ,  t o  suppo se  h im to  re j e c t  Pe r -
  sons
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s on s  du l y  Qua l i f y ’d ,  a nd  s o l emn l y  a nd  s e r i ou s l y 
s e t  ap a r t  f o r  t he  Min i s t r y  i n  the  Go spe l  way,  on 
t h e  a c coun t  o f  a  s uppo s ed  De f e c t  i n  t h e  Cha r a - 
c t e r  o f  the  Orda ine r s ,  a s  to  suppose  h im to  deny 
h i s  B le s s ing  to  such  a s  were  s e r iou s ly  Devoted  to 
h im,  on the  account  o f  a  Defec t  in  the  Author i ty 
o f  t h e  M a n a g e r s  o f  h i s  I n s t i t u t i o n s ?  I f  s o,  w hy 
don’t  you own our  Orde r s  a s  we l l  a s  our  Bapt i sms? 
O r  d i s ow n  o u r  B a p t i s m s  a s  we l l  a s  o u r  O rd e r s ? 
Pray,  S i r,  c o n s i d e r  t h i s  ma t t e r  s e r i ou s l y,  and  t h i nk 
i t  no t  a  l i gh t  ma t t e r,  t o  c on su l t  you r  own Repu ta t i on , 
a t  t h e  e xp en c e  o f  y ou r  Ne i g h b ou r s,  w i t h ou t  t h e  l e a s t 
shadow of  Reason. You wi l l  f ind .upon second Thoughts , 
t h a t  your  Scheme o f  Not ion s ,  more  t end s  to  th i s 
P r inc ip l e,  t h a t  t h e  B en e f i t  o f  Sp i r i t u a l  Adm in i s t r a - 
t i on s,  d ep end s  upon  t h e  Au tho r i t y  o f  h im  tha t  Admi - 
sters, than mine.

For  whi l e  I  have  La t i tude  su f f i c i en t  to  own the 
Va l i d i t y  o f  a l l  s uch  Admin i s t r a t i on s  a s  God  g ive s 
a  B l e s s i ng  t o,  ( even  tho ’ t h e re  may  be  a  m i s t ake 
o r  f a i l u r e  i n  t h e  m e t h o d  o f  M a n a g e m e n t )  ’t i s 
p l a i n ,  I  l ay  no t  t h a t  s t re s s  upon  the  Au th o r i t y  o f 
h i m  t h a t  A d m i n i s t e r s ,  a s  yo u  d o,  w h o  ( t h o ’ yo u 
ow n  o u r  B a p t i s m  w h i l e  a d m i n i s t r e d  by  Pe r s o n s 
not  Author ized,  yet )  deny our  Orde r s ,  because  you 
suppo se,  ( tho ’ you  have  no t  p roved  i t )  th a t  tho se 
who  con f e r r e d  t h em ,  h a d  no t  s u f f i c i e n t  A u t h o - 
rity to convey them.

The  n ex t  t ime  you  ex c l a im  upon  t h i s  He ad ,  I 
b e s e e ch  you ,  s h ew  how you  c an  d i s own  ou r  Or - 
d e r s  w i t hou t  s uppo s i n g  t h e  Ben e f i t ,  a nd  Va l i d i t y 
o f  O rd i n a t i o n  d e p e n d s  u p o n  t h e  Au t h o r i t y  o f  h i m  
t ha t  Admin i s t e r s  i t ;  and  how I  can  l ay  a  l ike  s t re s s 
upon Autho r i t y ,  a s  nece s s a r y  to  Bene f i t ,  w i th  you , 
wh i l e  I  own the re  may  be  Bene f i t ,  where  the re  i s 
n o t  a  d u l y - c o nvey ’d  A u t h o r i t y,  a n d  t h a t  i n  o n e 
s o r t  o f  Sp i r i t u a l  Admin i s t r a t i on s  a s  we l l  a s  ano- 
t h e r .  A n d  I  s h a l l  e s t e s m  i t  a  f a vo u r ,  i f  yo u ’ l l
  add
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add a  good Reason,  why I  mayn’t  urge  your  own- 
i n g  o u r  B a p t i s m s ,  a s  a n  A r g u m e n t  yo u  s h o u l d 
ow n  o u r  O r d i n a t i o n s ,  s i n c e  we  h ave  a s  m u c h 
Au tho r i t y  f o r  t he  l a t t e r  a s  t h e  f o r me r :  And  why 
t h e  Peop l e  mayn ’t  a s  we l l  r e f u s e  t o  b e  s a t i s f i e d 
w i t h  o u r  B a p t i s m s ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  we r e  a d m i n i - 
s t ’r e d  w i t h o u t  d u e  A u t h o r i t y ;  a s  yo u  t o  b e  s a - 
t i s f i ed  wi th  our  Ord ina t i on s ,  meer ly  fo r  tha t  Rea- 
son. 

A s  t o  t h e  manne r  o f  Wr i t i ng  On  e a ch  s i d e,  i t 
Appea r s  to  me  a  ve r y  f r u i t l e s s  t a sk  to  a t t empt  to 
a b a t e  e i t h e r  yo u r  h a r d  T h o u g h t s  o f  m i n e ,  o r 
you r  f avou r a b l e  Though t s  o f  you r  own  Me thod ; 
a n d  t h e r e f o r e  I  s h a n ’t  a t t e m p t  i t .  Yo u  m ay  a p - 
p l aud  your  s e l f  in  the  Rev iew o f  the  two  Pa s s a g e s 
i n  y o u r  T i t l e -Pa g e s ,  a nd  condemn  m ine  i n  im i t a - 
t i o n  o f  yo u ,  a s ,  f r e e l y  a s  yo u  p l e a s e :  Yo u  m ay 
go on to represent  a   indicat ion of  Nonconconfor- 
m i t y,  a s  a  rep re s en t i ng  Con fo r m i t y  t o  b e  a  c om - 
p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  b l a c k e s t  a n d  m o s t  u n p a r d o n a b l e 
Cr ime s ,  and  ye t  pa s s  fo r  a s  so f t  and  gent le  a  Wr i- 
t e r  a s  you  a re  w i l l i n g  t o  b e  e s t e emed .  You  may 
ch ange  t h e  P r e s s  f o r  t h e  Pu l p i t ,  o r  t h e  Pu l p i  f o r 
t h e  P r e s s ,  a s  o f t e n  a s  you  s e e  o c c a s i on ,  a nd  ye t 
m a n i f e s t  a  m i g h t y  c o n c e r n ,  t h a t  yo u r  B o o k  m ay 
b e  a s  p e r f e c t  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  i f  yo u  t h i n k  g o o d .  Yo u 
may  s t i l l  r e p re s en t  t h e  E j e c t ed  Min i s t e r s ,  a s  n o t 
b e l i e v ing  a s  they  speak ,  and do i t  wi th  a l l  the  Can- 
d o r  i n  t h e  Wo r l d ,  a n d  i n t e n d i n g  t o  c o m m e n d 
t h e i r  H o n e s t y  a n d  S i n c e r i t y .  Yo u  m ay  t r a n s f e r 
what  I  s a id  o f  the  Pos tu r e  a t  the  Sacrament  o f  the 
E u c h a r i s t ,  t o  t h e  S e a s o n  o f  i t s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 
w i t h o u t  a ny  M i s t a ke  o r  M i s r e p re s e n t a t i o n .  Yo u 
m ay  g o  o n  t o  r e p r e s e n t  a n  i r r a t i o n a l  F a n c y  a s  
Pa r a l l e l  t o  a  we l l - a t t e s t ed  H i s t o r i c a l  Ve r i t y.  You 
may  s t i l l  r e p re s en t  t ho s e  a s  e a g e r  f o r  t h e i r  own 
Imp o s i t i o n s  i n  oppo s i t i on  t o  you r s ,  who  h ave  no 
u n s c r i p t u r a l  I m p o s i t i o n s  t o  p l e a d  f o r .  Yo u  m ay
  multiply



Part III. A Letter to Mr. Hoadly. [435]417

mul t ip ly  Speeche s  fo r  the  poor  E jec ted  Min i s t e r s , 
a n d  p u t  s u c h  Wo rd s  i n  t h e i r  M o u t h s ,  a s  m a ke 
t h e m  r i d i c u l o u s ;  a n d  w h e n  yo u  h ave  d o n e ,  t e l l 
t h e  Wo r l d  t h ey  m i g h t  h ave  s o  e x p r e s s e d  t h e m - 
se lves  wi th Ju s t i c e  and Reason ,  and do a l l  th i s  con- 
s i s t en t l y  wi th  a  due  Respec t  fo r  them.  You aga in 
a n d  a g a i n  m ay  m a ke  i t  k n ow n  t o  a l l  M a n k i n d , 
tha t  we  Non-Con s  d on ’t  c a r e  t h a t  t h e  P e op l e  s h ou l d 
b e  s e n s i b l e  wha t  i t  i s  t h e y  l e a ve  wh en  t h e y  l e a ve  t h e 
Chu r c h  o f  Eng l and ,  t ho ’ eve r y  one  knows  tha t  ’t i s 
n o t  i n  o u r  Powe r  t o  p r e ve n t  i t .  Yo u  m ay  s a y 
t we n t y  t i m e s  ove r ,  t h a t  we  h ave  f o r  m a ny  Ye a r s 
w r i t t e n  w i t h  s u c h  a  c o n c e r n  a g a i n s t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f 
Eng land ,  tha t  we  c ou ld  ha rd ly  wr i t e  w i th  mor e  aga in s t 
t h e  Chu r c h  o f  Rome  i t  s e l f ,  and  ye t  a vo i d  wha t e v e r 
m i g h t  o f f e n d  a s  f a r  a s  wa s  p o s s i b l e .  I n  s h o r t ,  yo u 
may  b r i n g  wha t  Cha r g e s  you  p l e a s e ,  I  s h a l l  d e - 
s p a i r  o f  c onv i n c i n g  you  you  d i d  am i s s .  He  t h a t 
c a n  r e c o n c i l e  s u c h  t h i n g s  a s  t h e s e ,  m ay  e a s i l y 
q u a l i f i e  a n d  s o f t e n  a ny  o b n ox i o u s  Pa s s a g e s  t h a t 
c o u l d  b e  p r o d u c e d ,  we r e  t h e y  e ve r  s o  n u m e - 
rous.

Yo u r  f r e e d o m  i n  r e p e n t i n g ,  r e v o k i n g ,  a n d  a l - 
t e r i n g ,  a ccord ing  to  your  P romi se,  tha t  your  Book 
m igh t  be  a s  p e r f e c t  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  i s  s o  gene rou s  and 
s o  c o n s p i c u o u s ,  a n d  h a s  g i ve n  m e  s u c h  E n c o u - 
r a g emen t ,  t h a t  I  t h i nk  you  m i gh t  ve r y  we l l  e x - 
pe r t  I  shou ld  g r a t i f i e  your  r e n ewed  Requ e s t  o f  o b - 
l i g i n g  you ,  by  g i v i n g  my  s e l f  f a r the r  Troubl e  in  Re- 
ma rk s  o f  th i s  na ture,  when my Time was  so  much 
upon  my  Hand s ,  t h a t  I  knew no t  how to  emp loy 
i t  b e t t e r ,  t h an  i n  b e a t i n g  t h e  A i r ,  o r  p l ay i n g  a t 
Cross Purposes.

I  am g l ad  you a re  so  much for  Pea c e  and Union , 
a s  s ome  Pa s s a g e s  i n  you r  Wr i t i ng s  d i s cove r  you : 
A n d  ye t  I  a m  f a r  f r o m  t h i n k i n g  yo u  p a s t  I m - 
p rove m e n t s  u p o n  t h a t  H e a d .  B u t  i f  I  h ave  i n - 
j u r e d  y o u ,  I  c a n  f r e e l y  b e g  y o u r  P a r d o n .  A
 E e Power
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Powe r  t o  impo s e  R i t e s  a nd  Ce r emon i e s  you  a re  f o r. 
I  d o n ’t  s ay,  y o u  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  t h i s  P o w e r  mu s t  b e 
a c knowledged  by  a l l  who  fa l l  in  w i th  the  Cons t i tu t i on ; 
( th a t ’s  your  mi s t ake  in  your  wonted  manner,  tho ’ 
I  c a n n o t  bu t  w o n d e r  a t  t h e  L i b e r t y  y o u  g i v e  y o u r 
s e l f )  I  o n l y  s a i d ,  t h a t  i f  t h i s  P o w e r  mu s t  b e  a c - 
know l e d g e d  by  a l l  t h a t  fa l l  i n  w i t h  t h e  Con s t i t u t i on , 
(wh i ch  I  t h i nk  i s  ev i d en t  f rom  t h e  2 0 t h  A r t i c l e 
wh i ch  they  mus t  Sub s c r i be )  pa r t i c u l a r  Con c e s s i o n s 
w i l l  p r o v e  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  i n s i g n i f i c a n t :  A n d  t h i s  I 
stand to.

I  g r a n t  i n d e e d ,  G o v e r n o r s  m ay  m a i n t a i n  t h e i r 
Tow e r  t o  m a k e  P r e s c r i p t i o n s,  a n d  y e t  g i v e  u p  many 
t h i n g s,  t o  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  P e a c e :  I ’ l l  a d d  f a r - 
the r,  tha t  I ’m ver y  s en s ib l e  tha t  Per sons  may  ho l d 
Con fo rm i ty  t o  you r  Chur c h  t o  b e  l aw fu l ,  and  ye t  may 
y i e l d  t o  s e v e r a l  A m e n d m e n t s :  B u t  s t i l l  I  c a n ’ t 
h e l p  be ing  o f  op in ion ,  t h a t  he  t h a t  i s  p e r su aded 
t h a t  t h e  Go v e r n o r s  o f  t h e  Chu r c h  h a v e  o r d e r e d  n o - 
t h i n g  bu t  wha t  i f  a l l  wou l d  s e r i on s ly  c omp ly  w i t h ,  i s 
c e r t a i n ly  f o r  t h e  g o o d  o f  t h e  Chu r c h ,  c an ’t  b e  ve r y 
f o rwa rd  t o  p a r t  w i t h  a  P i n  o u t  o f  t h e  Ta b e r n a c l e . 
Fo r ,  h ow  c o u l d  h e ,  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e 
good  o f  t h e  Chu rch ?  The  i n s t a n c e  you  h ave  g i - 
ve n  i n  p ro o f  o f  t h e  c o n t r a r y,  r e a c h e s  n o t  t h e 
Po in t .  Fo r  t ho ’ I ’ l l  g r an t  you ,  t h a t  wh i l e  Spon- 
s o r s  a r e  c o n t i nu e d ,  i t  wo u l d  h e  f o r  t h e  g o o d  o f 
the  Chur c hy  suppos e  a l l  wou ld  s e r i on s ly  p ro cu r e  f i t t ing 
P e r s o n s  t o  s t a n d  f o r  t h e i r  Ch i l d r e n ,  wh o  t o  t h e  Pa - 
r e n t s  Ca r e,  s h o u l d  j o i n  t h e i r  I n s t r u c t i o n s ;  a nd  t ho ’ 
one  o f  th i s  op in ion might  y i e l d  t o  th e  Al t e ra t i on  o f 
t h e  cu s t om o f  Spon so r s,  and  g i ve  i t  up  t o  th e  c on s i d e - 
r a t i o n  o f  P e a c e :  Ye t  h e  t h a t  h e l d  t h a t  t h e  g e n e - 
r a l  c u s t o m  o f  S p o n s o r s  ( m a n a g e d  a s  t h i n g s  o f 
tha t  na tu re  eve r  w i l l  be,  w i th  more  o r  l e s s  Ca re, 
Acco rd ing  to  the  Tempe r  o f  t he  Pe r son s  conce r - 
ned)  was  more for  the good  o f  the  Chur c h ,  than the 
f o r b e a r a n c e  o f  i t ,  c o u l d  n o t  y i e l d  t o  t h a t  f o r -
  bearance
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b e a r a n c e  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  g o o d  o f  t h e 
C h u r c h .  H i s  g i v i n g  i t  u p  t o  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f 
P e a c e ,  wou ld  be  t o  he a l  i t s  B re a che s ,  t o  t he  re a l 
damage of its Constitution.

U p o n  a  r e v i ew,  I  t a ke  t h e  s a m e  l i b e r t y  w i t h 
you  a s  you  w i t h  me,  o f  r em i n d i n g  y o u ,  t h a t  t h e r e 
i s  a  s o l emn  Ac c oun t  t o  c ome,  i n  wh i c h  we  a r e  t o  an - 
s w e r  f o r  e v e r y  h a r d  a n d  i n j u r i o u s  Wo r d .  A n d  I 
wou ld  hope  the  Thought s  o f  i t  migh t  have  a  due 
E f f i c a cy  i n  p reven t i ng  such  l i ke  Rep l y s  o f  you r s 
f o r  t h e  f u t u re .  Bu t  i f  you  come  t o  t h e  Head  o f 
Tax ing ,  I  th ink  ve r i l y  S i l ence  wou ld  be  more  fo r 
your Interest, than such reiterated Complaints.

S i r ,  yo u  mu s t  e x c u s e  m e ,  i f  I  s t i l l  t h i n k  yo u 
h ave  s a i d  n o t h i n g  t o  t h a t  w h i c h  I  c a l l e d  a  g r e a t 
D i f f i c u l t y ,  a s  I  b e f o r e  t o l d  yo u .  Yo u  h ave  s a i d 
s ome th ing  a b ou t  i t  i ndeed  bu t  you  have  s a i d  no- 
th ing  t o  i t ;  No th ing  th a t  t end s  t o  ab a t e  o r  s o l ve 
i t .  And  we l l  I  may  s ay  so,  s ince  you  han ’t  touch t 
on that on which I laid my Stress.

Bu t  t h a t  a f t e r  a l l  you  mu s t  s t i l l  c on t end  w i t h 
me  abou t  s t a t i n g  t h e  Que s t i o n ,  i s  a  l i t t l e  pecu l i a r. 
A n d  i t  i s  ye t  t h e  m o re  o d d ,  s i n c e  yo u  s ay,  my 
s t a t i ng  t he  Que s t i on  i s  mu c h  t h e  s ame  w i t h  y ou r s . 
S i n c e  i t  i s  s o,  you  h ave  t h e  l e s s  re a s on  t o  com- 
p l a i n .  Bu t  wh i l e  I  t h ink  o the rw i s e,  you  mus t  no 
more  t h i nk  t o  P re s c r i b e  t o  me,  t h an  I  d e s i re  t o 
I m p o s e  o n  yo u .  I  mu s t  h ave  l e s s  t o  e m p l oy  my 
t ime about  than I  have a t  present ,  before I ’ l l  med- 
d l e  wi th  the  Ques t ion  a s  you  have  s t a t ed  i t :  And 
i f  you don’t  l ike  i t  a s  I  have  s t a ted  i t ,  (when you 
ow n  ’t i s  mu c h  t h e  s a m e )  a r e  yo u  n o t  u n re a s o n a - 
b l e ?  H o w  c a n  y o u  t h i n k  t h i s  b e c o m i n g  a  l o v e r  o f 
Tr u t h ?  I  h ave  s t a t e d  t h e  M a t t e r  i n  D e b a t e  b e - 
t we e n  t h e  C o n f o r m i s t s  a n d  t h e  N o n c o n f o r m i s t s 
i n  s u ch  a  way,  a s  I  t hough t  wou l d  s e t  i t  i n  t h e 
t r u e s t  L i g h t ,  i n  my  I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  my  S e c o n d 
P a r t .  W h e n  y o u  t h i n k  f i t  t o  g i v e  m e  y o u r
  Thoughts
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Though t s  upon  i t ,  I  s h a l l  e nde avou r  t o  b e  open 
t o  L i g h t .  B u t  i f  we  c a n ’t  a g re e  a b o u t  t h e  H e a r t 
o f  t h e  C o n t r o v e r s i e ,  I  s e e  n o  g re a t  l i ke l i h o o d  o f 
good  f rom our  Deba te s .  However,  i f  I  c an  p rove, 
t h a t  Gove r no r s  h ave  no  r i gh t  t o  make  s u ch  Im- 
p o s i t i o n s ,  i n  t h i n g s  w h i c h  t h e  H o l y  S c r i p t u r e s 
l e ave  a b s o l u t e l y  i n d i f f e ren t ,  a s  o b l i g e s  I n t e r i o r s 
to  a cqu ie s ce  in  and  submi t  to  the i r  De te r mina t i - 
ons ;  you may say  what  you wi l l  o f  Lay-Confo rmi ty , 
and  Sub s t an t i a l  Un l aw fu l n e s s ,  and  the  Hea r t  o f  t h e 
C o n t r o v e r s i e ,  I  t h i n k  a n y  M a n  m u s t  ow n ,  t h a t 
Con f o r m i t y  i s  n o t  a  Du t y :  And  i f  s o,  we  may  b e 
Non c o n f o r m i s t s  w i t h o u t  S i n .  Nay,  i t  may  ( a s  C i r - 
um s t a n c e s  may  b e )  b e  ou r  Du t y  t o  r e f u s e  Co n - 
formity.

A f t e r  a l l .  I ’m a s  re ady  hea r t i ly  t o  f o r g i v e  you ,  a s 
y o u  m e .  B u t  i n d e e d ,  ( t h a t  I  m a y  r e t u r n  y o u 
yo u r  ow n  Wo r d s )  I  a m  v e r y  m c u h  c o n c e r n e d  t o 
f i n d  my  s e l f  e n g a g e d  w i t h  o n e,  who  c o u l d  e v e r  t h i nk 
su c h  Methods  o f  Cont rover s i e  b e c om ing  o r  pa rdona - 
b l e .  A l a s !  i t  i s  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  n ow  a n d  t h e n  t o  d r o p 
a  f a v o u r a b l e  P r o f e s s i o n ,  o r  a  g o o d  C h a r a c t e r :  B u t 
the  on ly  th ing  tha t  can bea r  up the  Cred i t  o f  Re l i g ion, 
i n  t h e  m id s t  o f  ou r  Re l i g i ou s  D i f f e r e n c e s,  i s  a  s a c r e d 
a n d  c o n s t a n t  r e g a r d  t o  J u s t i c e ,  C h a r i t y  a n d  Tr u t h . 
As  no th ing  in  th e  Wor ld  c an  g i ve  u s  a  L i c en c e  t o  d i s - 
p e n s e  w i t h  t h i s,  s o  n o t h i n g  i n  t h e  Wo r l d  c a n  r e c om - 
p e n c e  t h e  w a n t  o f  i t  i n  u s.  A n d  t h e r e f o r e ,  f o r  t h e 
s a k e  o f  t h a t  Re l i g i o n  w e  p r o f e s s,  L e t  u s  s h ew  by  a l l 
ou r  f u t u r e  A c t i on s,  t h a t  we  a r e  t r u ly  s en s i b l e  o f  t h i s. 
W h a t  I  h a v e  s a i d ,  y o u  h a v e  m a d e  n e c e s s a r y ;  a n d 
therefore I hope will the more easily pardon, in,

 SIR,

  Your Friend and Brother

   E. C.

FINIS.
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TO

Mr. Edmund Calamy.
SIR.

TH E  A c c o u n t  t h a t  yo u  d e s i r e  o f  t h e  O c - 
c a s i o n  a n d  C i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  m y  l e a v i n g 
t h e  C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d ,  ( o r  r a t h e r  o f 

my  Publ i ck  S t a t ion  in  i t )  and  the  Pa s s age s  o f  the 
A r c h b i s h o p ’s  V i s i t a t i o n  t h a t  p r e c e d e d  i t ,  c a n - 
n o t  we l l  b e  g i ve n  w i t h o u t  r e l a t i n g  t h e  s e ve r a l 
S t e p s  by  w h i c h  t h a t  C e s s i o n  o f  m i n e  c a m e  o n , 
which you may please to take as follows.

Be ing  by  t h e  P rov i d ence  o f  God  p l a c ed  Min i - 
s t e r  ove r  a  l a r g e  C o n g r e g a t i o n  a t  K i r k t o n  n e a r 
Bo s t o n  i n  L i n c o l n s h i r e ;  t h o ’ a  Coun t r y  Town  ye t 
o f  g rea t  Ex ten t ,  s c a t t e r ing  four 
o r  f ive  Mi l e s  i n  *  Leng th ;  t h e 
Number and Dis tance of  the In- 
habitants gave me a very sensible 
Concern, and I was very uneas ie 
under the Bur then that  lay upon 
me:  I  knew not  wha t  to  do  fo r 
t o  m a ny  S o u l s ,  t h a t  we re  a l s o 
most of them so remote from my 
D we l l i n g ,  n o r  h ow  t o  d i s c h a r g e  my  D u t y  i n  a 
P l a c e ,  t h a t  ( a s  a  l e a r n e d ,  p i o u s ,  a n d  wo r t h y 
C l e r g y - m a n ,  my  F r i e n d ,  t o l d  m e )  wa s  a s  l a r g e 
a s  some o f  the  Dioce se s  in  the  Pr imi t ive  Church . 
C a t e c h i s i n g ,  a n d  P r e a c h i n g  t o  s u c h  a s  wo u l d
 A 2 come

*  S e e  B l o m e ’ s  B r i t a n - 
n i a  o f  K i r k t o n ,  p a g .  14 6 . 
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c ome  unde r  t h em ,  wa s  no t  a l l  I  h ad  t o  do ;  Bu t 
( t o  ke ep  t o  t h a t  wh i ch  l e a d s  t o  t h e  Ma t t e r  you 
de s i re  to  be  in fo r med  abou t )  I  cou ld  no t  fo rbea r 
b e ing  conce r ned  w i th  s u ch  a s  wou ld  b r i ng  t h e i r 
C h i l d r e n  t o  B a p t i s m ,  o r  o f f e r  t h e m s e l v e s  t o 
t h e  L o rd ’s  Ta b l e ,  h ow  t o  c a r r y  i t ,  a n d  a n swe r 
t h e  C h u rc h ’s  E x p e c t a t i o n s ,  w i t h  S a t i s f a c t i o n  t o 
my  M i n d ,  a n d  F i d e l i t y  t o  my  h i g h e s t  Tr u s t .  I n 
Ca t e ch i s i ng  and  P re a ch ing ,  I  cou ld  s u i t  my  s e l f , 
my  Doc t r i ne,  and  D i s cou r s e  to  the  Cond i t i on  o f 
t he  Peop l e ;  Bu t  ( by  the  Ru le s  and  Orde r s  o f  my 
Publ i ck  S t a t i on )  i n  admin i s t r i ng  S ac r amen t s ,  and 
a pp l y i n g  t h e  S e a l s ,  ( e s p e c i a l l y  B a p t i s m )  I  s aw  I 
m u s t  t r e a t  t h e m  a l l  a l i k e .  Ye t  i f  C a t e c h i s i n g 
and  P re ach ing  be  to  p repa re  Men  fo r  S ac r amen t s 
fo r  themse lve s  o r  the i r s ,  i t  unden i ably  suppose th , 
t h a t  t h e  l a t t e r  a r e  n o t  t o  b e  g i ve n  t o  s u c h  i n 
w h o m  t h e  f o r m e r  h a t h  n o  e f f e c t ,  n o r  t o  t h e i r 
C h i l d r e n .  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  P r i v i l e g e s  I  k n ew 
were  nece s s a r y,  bu t  where  tho se  were  wan t ing ,  i t 
was  impos s ib le  I  shou ld  app ly  the se  wi thout  a  re- 
f u s i n g  M i n d .  A n d  t h e r e f o r e  w h a t e ve r  I  m i g h t 
have  been  in  the  Capac i t y  o f  a  Lec tu re r,  o r  b a re 
P re a che r,  ye t  a s  a  Pa s t o r  i t  coo l d  no t  b e,  t h a t  1 
j hou ld  be  unconce r ned  in  Ac t s  o f  D i s c ip l ine  and 
G ove r n m e n t ,  a n d  i n  j u d g i n g  o f  my  ow n  M i n i - 
s t e r i a l  Pe r f o r m a n c e s  o f  t h a t  k i n d .  M o re  p a r t i - 
cularly thus was my Practise.

1.  I  wa s  no t  s a t i s f i e d  t o  B ap t i z e  a l l  t h e  Ch i l - 
d ren  in  the  Pa r i sh  p romi s cuou s l y,  l e t  t he  Pa ren t s 
b e  wha t  t hey  wou ld .  Bu t  bec au s e  i t  wa s  s e l dom, 
bu t  t h a t  on e  o r  o t h e r  o f  t h e  Pa ren t s  ( F a t h e r  o r 
Mo the r )  wa s  a t  l e a s t  C iv i l i z ’d ,  I  a c t u a l l y  re f u s ’d 
t o  B a p t i s e  n o n e  b u t  t h e  B a s t a r d s ;  w h e r e  t h e 
c a s e  o f  the  Pa ren t s  un f i tne s s  ( by  the i r  s c anda lou s 
S i n )  t o  g ive  t h e i r  C h i l d re n  a  T i t l e  t o  B a p t i s m , 
wa s  m o re  p l a i n :  A n d  ye t  i t  wa s  n o t  a l l  t h e s e  I 
r e f u s e d  n e i t h e r .  M y  c o u r s e  t h e r e f o r e  wa s  t h i s :
  When
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When  any  s u ch  c ame  t o  me  t o  h ave  t h e i r  Ch i l d 
B ap t i z e d ,  I  u s e d  t o  r e p rove  t h em  f o r  t h e i r  S i n , 
t o  b r i n g  t h em  i f  I  c ou l d  t o  Repen t a n c e :  And  I 
to ld  them, i f  a t  the  t ime of  Bapt iz ing the i r  Chi ld , 
t hey  wou ld  pub l i ck l y  i n  t he  Church  dec l a re  t h a t 
the i r  Repentance,  and  renew the i r  Bap t i sma l  Co- 
ve n a n t  i n  Te r m s ,  a n d  p ro m i s e  A m e n d m e n t  f o r 
the  fu tu re,  I  wou ld  Bap t i z e  the  Ch i l d ,  o the rwi s e 
I  w o u l d  n o t .  S o m e  o f  t h e m  w e r e  w i l l i n g 
t o  t h i s ,  and  d i d  an swe r  pub l i ck l y  t o  t he  Que s t i - 
o n s  w h i c h  I  p u t  t o  t h e m  t o  t h e  f o r e m e n t i o n ’d 
P u r p o s e ,  a n d  t h e i r  C h i l d re n  I  B a p t i z e d :  O t h e r s 
wo u l d  n o t  s u b m i t  t o  t h i s ,  a n d  t h e i r s  I  r e f u s e d . 
I t ’s  t r ue,  I  had  no  power  in  the  Church ’s  Cons t i - 
t u t i on  t o  do  t h i s ,  t i l l  t h ey  h ad  b e en  P re s en t e d , 
a n d  s o  s h o u l d  d o  Pe n a n c e ;  b u t  i t ’s  l i k e l y  t h a t 
t h ey  d i d  n o t  k n ow  bu t  I  h a d :  T h ey  h av i n g  h a d 
a l s o  o n e  g o o d  U s e  t h e r e  b e f o r e  my  t i m e ,  ( t h o ’ 
c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  C a n o n s )  v i z .  f o r  t h e  F a t h e r  t o 
appea r  w i th  h i s  Ch i ld  a t  the  Fon t ,  a s  we l l  a s  the 
Su re t i e s .  S o  t ho ’ t h e  E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  Cou r t  m i gh t 
h ave  l o o ke d  u p o n  my  f o r m e n t i o n e d  P r a c t i s e  a s 
a n  Usu r p a t i on  o f  t h e i r  Au tho r i t y,  ( a s  t h e  K ing ’s 
Commi s s i one r s  d id  the  l i ke  th ing  in  *  Mr.  Car t - 
w r i g h t )  ye t  t he re  wa s  no  no t i c e  t aken  o f  i t .  Tho ’ 
fo r  not  Bapt i z ing  the  Bas t a rd  Chi ld ren  o f  the  im- 
p e n i t e n t  P a r e n t s ,  I  wa s  a f t e r wa r d s  P ro s e c u t e d 
and  Troub l ed ,  ( a s  s h a l l  b e  f a r t he r  re l a t ed  i n  due 
p l a c e )  a s  I  wa s  a l s o  mu c h  b l a m e d  f o r  i t  by  t h e 
Peop l e,  a s  t oo  R igo rou s  and  Cr ue l ,  t o  make  t he 
Chi ld ren  su f f e r  ( they  s a id )  fo r  the  Pa ren t s  Fau l t s .  
A s  to  the  b r ing ing  s c anda lou s  Pe r son s  to  Repen- 
t ance,  ( c a l l ed  Penance )  e i the r  i t  wa s  nece s s a r y  o r 
no t ;  i f  no t ,  t o  wha t  e nd  we re  t h e  E c c l e s i a s t i c a l 
Cour t s ,  i n  wh i ch  they  were  p re s en t ed ?  I f  i t  wa s , 
I  mus t  e i ther  do i t  my se l f ,  o r  su spend my Appl i - 
ca t ion  o f  the i r  ( c l a imed but )  fo r f e i t ed  Right s  and 
P r i v i l e g e s  t i l l  i t  we r e  d o n e .  A n d  a s  t o  t h e  r e -
 A 3 fusing
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f i l l i n g  B a p t i s m  t o  t h e i r  C h i l d r e n ,  I  we n t  u p o n 
t h e s e  g ro u n d s ;  I  t h o u g h t  t h e  P ro m i s e s  a n d  p r i - 
v i l e g e s  o f  t h e  Coven an t  do  n o t  r u n  i n  a  c a r n a l 
C h a n n e l ,  b u t  t o  B e l i e ve r s  a n d  t h e i r  C h i l d r e n 
a s  s u c h ,  ( e x c l u d i n g  U n b e l i e ve r s  a n d  t h e i r s )  a s 
t h e  Te n o r  o f  i t .  E l s e  m i g h t  t h e  C h i l d r e n  o f 
Heathen s  and Turks  be  Bapt i zed  a s  we l l ,  cons ider ’d 
a s  s u ch ,  a nd  unde r  t h e i r  Hea t h e n  Pa ren t s  Tu to r - 
a g e :  B u t  i f  n o t ,  t h e n  n e i t h e r  m ay  t h e i r s  w h o 
a r e  t o  b e  a c c o u n t e d  a s  H e a t h e n s ;  a n d  t h e n  a l - 
s o  t h e re  i s  a  d i f f e ren c e,  a nd  a  j udgmen t  o f  t h a t 
d i f f e r e n c e  t o  b e  made .  I f  En g l i s hm e n s  Ch i l d re n , 
a s  Eng l i s hm e n s  on l y,  ough t  t o  b e  B ap t i z e d ,  t h en 
w hy  n o t  t h e  C h i l d r e n  o f  a n y  o t h e r  N a t i o n  a s 
we l l  a s  s uch ?  Then  wou ld  the  Church  o f  Chr i s t , 
wh i ch  i s  h i s  K ingdom,  and  i s  no t  o f  t h i s  Wor ld , 
b e  t u r n e d  i n  c o m m o n  w i t h  i t .  I f  i t  b e  s a i d , 
our s  i s  a  Chr i s t i an  Na t ion ,  th i s  imp l i e s  tha t  they 
a re  t o  b e  B ap t i z e d  a s  t h e  Ch i l d ren  o f  p ro f e s s e d 
Ch r i s t i a n s ,  bu t  t h e re f o re  no t ,  i f  t h e  Pa ren t s  f a l - 
s i f y  o r  c o n t r a d i c t  t h e i r  P ro f e s s i o n ,  by  I m p e n i - 
t e n c y  i n  s o m e  s c a n d a l o u s  S i n .  A n d  I  h a d  r e a d 
and  cons ide red ,  tha t  i f  such  have  no  Right  them- 
s e l ve s  t o  be  Bap t i z ed  i f  i t  we re  now to  do,  t hen 
c anno t  the i r  Ch i ld ren  have  a  Righ t  upon  the  ac - 
c oun t  o f  a ny  I n t e re s t  o f  t h e i r s .  I f  t h e  Ch i l d ren 
o f  U n b a p t i z e d  Pa r e n t s  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  B a p t i z e d , 
t h e n  n e i t h e r  t h e  C h i l d r e n  o f  s u c h  a s  h ave  f o r - 
f e i t e d  t h e i r  B a p t i s m ,  a n d  t h e  R i g h t  o f  i t .  A - 
m o n g s t  t h e  J e w s  h e  t h a t  wa s  E x c o m mu n i c a t e d , 
t ho ’ w i t h  t h e  l e s s e r  Excommun i c a t i on ,  h i s  Ma l e 
C h i l d r e n  w e r e  n o t  *  C i r c u m c i s e d .  N e i t h e r 
shou ld  the  Chi ld ren  o f  such a s  a re  Excommunica- 
t e d ,  o r  t h a t  o u g h t  t o  b e  s o ,  b e  B a p t i z e d ;  o r 
tho se  th a t  a re  P re s en t ed  by  none  bu t  such  a s  a re 
a s  b a d ,  a n d  w h o  a l s o  r e f u t e  t o  a d o p t  t h e m  a s 
the i r  own,  and  to  br ing  them up in  the  Chr i s t i an 
Re l i g i on .  I t  mo reove r  s e emed  p l a i n  t o  me,  t h a t
  if

* Good- 
win. 
Mos.& 
Aar. l. 5. 
cap. 2. 
p. 200.
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i f  t h e  p owe r  o f  t h e  Key s  b e ,  a s  we l l  t o  j u d g e 
who  i s  t o  b e  a dm i t t e d  i n t o  t h e  Chu rch ,  a s  who 
i s  t o  be  c a s t  ou t ,  t h en  ough t  no t  a l l  t o  be  Bap- 
t i z e d ;  (wh i ch  i s  t h e i r  s o l emn  Adm i s s i on  o r  En - 
t r a n c e )  Fo r  w h a t  j u d g m e n t  c a n  t h e r e  b e  w h e re 
none a re  excepted ,  but  a l l  t aken in?  Thi s  i s  c lea r- 
l y  t o  t a ke  away  t he  Key,  and  l e t  t h e  Door  s t and 
open.

2 .  I  t h o u g h t  a  s o l e m n  Tr a n s i t i o n  o f  Pe r s o n s 
Bap t i zed  in  In f ancy  in to  a  S t a t e  o f  Adu l t  Church 
Member sh ip,  by  t ak ing  the i r  Bap t i sm upon them- 
s e l ve s ,  a nd  r a t i f y i n g  t h e  Coven an t  t h e re i n  made 
now  i n  t h e i r  own  Pe r s on s ,  (wh i ch  i s  t h e  d e s i gn 
o f  Conf i r mat ion)  to  be  ver y  u se fu l  and  nece s s a r y ; 
B u t  I  t h o u g h t  t h e  C h u r c h ’s  way  o f  d o i n g  t h i s 
wa s  no t  p r a c t i c a b l e ,  ( a t  l e a s t  r e gu l a r l y  a nd  un i - 
v e r s a l l y )  b y  m a k i n g  i t  t h e  D i o c e s a n ’s  p r o p e r 
Wo r k :  A n d  I  w a s  a m a z ’d  t h e y  d i d  n o t  s e e  i t 
t h ems e l ve s !  s i n c e  a  B i s hop  c ame  s o  s e l dom i n t o 
t h e  C o u n t r y,  a n d  w h e n  h e  d i d  c o m e,  d i d  i t  i n 
such  Con fu s ion ,  Ha s t e  and  Di so rde r,  Con f i r ming 
s o  f e w,  a n d  t h o s e  v e r y  o f t  t h e  wo r s t  s o r t  o f 
Pe o p l e ,  w h o  s e l d o m  u n d e r s t o o d  o r  c o n s i d e r e d 
w h a t  t h e y  d i d .  A n d  t h a t  t h e r e f o r e  t h e  C h a r g e 
s e e m e d  h a rd  u p o n  t h e  S u re t i e s  t o  b r i n g  a l l  t h e 
Bapt i zed  to  the  Bi shop to  be  Conf i r med.  I  there- 
f o r e  m a d e  m u c h  u s e  o f  t h a t  Q u e s t i o n  i n  t h e 
Chu rch -Ca t e ch i sm ,  Do s t  t h o u  t h i n k  t h a t  t h o u  a r t 
b ound  t o  b e l i e ve,  and  do  a s  t hy  God fa th e r s  and  God- 
m o t h e r s  p r o m i s e d  f o r  t h e e ?  I  a s ke d  t h e  r i p e r  a n d 
mo re  i n t e l l i g en t  You th  t h a t  Que s t i on  i n  a  mo re 
s o l emn  manne r,  a nd  t o l d  t h em  wha t  i t  a n swe r ’d 
t o,  a nd  wo rd ed  i t  mo re  e xp l i c i t l y  a nd  empha t i - 
c a l l y,  t h a t  t h ey  m i g h t  m a ke  a  m o re  c o n s i d e r a t e 
and  s e r i ou s  An swe r :  i .  e .  I  a s ked  t h em no t  on l y 
whether they thought they were bound so to believe 
a n d  d o ;  b u t  w h e t h e r  t h e y  d i d  s o  b e l i e ve ,  a n d 
wou ld  so  do?  and  r a t i f y  in  the i r  own Per son s  the
 A 4 Cov-
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C ove n a n t  m a d e  i n  t h e i r  B a p t i s m ?  A n d  I  t o l d 
the  Church ,  th a t  t he  Su re t i e s ,  who  though t  they 
cou l d  no t  h ave  t h e  Ch i l d ren  o f  t h e i r  Cha r g e  t o 
the  B i shop,  shou ld  b r ing  them to  the  Ca tech i sm, 
where  tha t  might  be  done  which  i s  mate r i a l l y  the 
s ame  w i th  Con f i r ma t i on .  And  so  s hou ld  t h e  Pa - 
rents in the first place do.

3.  In  the  mat te r  o f  the  Sac r ament  o f  the  Lord ’s 
Suppe r,  I  wa s  no  l e s s  conce r n ’d  th an  in  the  f o r - 
m e r ,  t h a t  o f  B a p t i s m .  I  c o u l d  n o t  a d m i t  a l l : 
And  in  so  g rea t  a  Pa r i sh ,  i t  may  we l l  be  though t 
t h e re  wou l d  b e  many  l oo s e  a nd  s c a nd a l ou s  Pe r - 
s o n s ,  a n d  t h a t  s o m e  o f  t h e m  ( a l t o g e t h e r  u n f i t 
f o r  t h i s  Ord in ance )  wou ld  p re s s  t o  i t .  I  t hough t 
I  wa s  o b l i g e d ,  a s  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  C h r i s t ,  ( a n d 
n o t  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o r  t h e  B i s h o p s  o n l y )  t o  r e p e l 
s u c h .  I  t h o u g h t  t h a t  a  l i v i n g  a c c o rd i n g  t o  t h e 
Wo r l d ,  t h e  F l e s h ,  a n d  t h e  D ev i l ,  r e n o u n c e d  i n 
B a p t i s m ,  wa s  t o  f o r f e i t  t h e  R i g h t s ,  R e l a t i o n s , 
a n d  P r i v i l e g e s  t h a t  c a m e  t h e r e b y ;  a n d  t h a t 
t h e re f o re  a  Su s p en s i on  f rom  t h em ough t  i n  t h a t 
c a s e  t o  b e  m a d e .  T h i s  f o u n d  m e  s o m e  Wo r k , 
Some  th a t  o f f e r ’d  themse l ve s  wou ld  t ake  my  Ad- 
v i c e ,  when  I  t hough t  t h em un f i t ,  a nd  d i s swaded 
t h e m  f r o m  i t ;  a n d  wo u l d  k e e p  away,  a n d  n o t 
m a ke  mu c h  s t i r :  B u t  t h e r e  wa s  o n e  e s p e c i a l l y, 
and  he  a  Gent l eman o f  the  be s t  E s t a t e  in  the  Pa- 
r i s h ,  who  wou l d  no t  b e  t hu s  r u l e d .  I n  t h e  Ye a r 
1678 ,  a  l i t t l e  be fore  Eas t e r ,  I  s en t  h im a  Mes s age, 
by  h i s  B ro the r - i n - l aw,  t o  f o r b e a r  com ing  t o  t h e 
Sac r ament  the  app roach ing  Sea son ,  fo r  Rea son s  I 
t h e n  g ave  h i m :  B u t  h e  wo u l d  n o t  t a ke  i t :  B u t 
o n  S a t u r d a y  E a s t e r - E v e ,  h e  s e n t  f o r  m e  t o  t h e 
K i n g s  H e a d  a b o u t  i t .  I  w r o t e  t o  h i m ,  t e l l i n g 
h im,  tha t  i f  he  wou ld  dec l a re  h i s  Repen tance  fo r 
h i s  f o r m e r  i l l  L i f e ,  a n d  p ro m i s e  A m e n d m e n t ,  I 
wo u l d  a d m i t  h i m :  B u t .  t h i s  n o t  s a t i s f y i n g ,  h e 
s e n t  a g a i n ,  a n d  I  we n t  t o  h i m .  W h e n  I  c a m e
  there,
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t h e re ,  h e  d e m a n d e d ,  w h e t h e r  I  wo u l d  g ive  h i m 
t h e  S a c r a m e n t  o r  n o ?  A n d ,  h a v i n g  t a k e n  m e 
i n t o  t h e  D i n i n g - R o o m ,  h e  c l a p t  t h e  D o o r  b e - 
h i n d  h i m ,  a n d  s a i d ,  i n  a  d r e a d f u l  R a g e ,  We ’ l l 
d i e  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h i s  R o o m ,  b u t  I ’ l l  k n o w,  & c . — — 
U p o n  w h i c h  a  N e i g h b o u r  t h e n  i n  t h e  H o u s e 
r u sh ’d  in to  the  Room to  p reven t  Mi s ch i e f ,  and  I 
u r g ’d  h i m  t o  R e p e n t ,  a n d  p ro m i s e  t o  A m e n d : 
B u t  h e  r e f u s ’d ,  a n d  s a i d ,  M u s t  I  m a k e  a  G o d  o f 
y o u ?  S o  I  p o s i t i ve l y  d e ny ’d  h i m ,  a s  o n e  u t t e r l y 
un f i t ,  i n  s u ch  a  Tempe r,  f o r  s u ch  an  Ord in ance, 
a n d  we n t  my  way.  B u t  t h i s  d i d  n o t  s e r ve ;  f o r 
t h e  n e x t  D a y,  E a s t e r - D a y ,  h e  a p p e a r ’d  i n  h i s 
P l a c e ,  i n  t h e  C h a n c e l ,  a m o n g s t  t h e  C o m mu n i - 
c a n t s ,  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  w h a t  I  h a d  s a i d  t o  h i m , 
e x p e c t i n g  i t  ( a s  I  s u p p o s e )  f ro m  m e :  B u t  w h e n 
in  the  d i s t r i bu t i on  o f  t he  B re ad  and  Wine  I  h ad 
mi s s ’d  h im,  o r  pa s s ’d  h im over,  he  then  in  a  Pa s - 
s ion  spoke,  and  a sk ’d  me the  rea son  o f  i t ?  Which 
may  e a s i l y  be  imag ined  wa s  no  sma l l  d i s t u rbance 
t o  u s  i n  s o  s a c r e d  a n d  s o l e m n  a  D u t y.  I  s a i d 
n o t h i n g  t o  h i m ,  bu t  o n l y  s t e p t  t o  t h e  C o m mu - 
n i on  Tab l e ,  a nd  re a d  t h a t  Pa r a g r a ph  o f  t h e  Ru- 
b r i ck  be fo re  the  Communion  Of f i ce,  tha t  fo rb id s 
t h e  a dm i s s i on  o f  s u ch  t o  t h e  Lo rd ’s  Tab l e  a s  h e 
wa s  known to  be ;  and  so  went  on  to  my rema in- 
ing Work.

T h i s  d o n e ,  I  a d v i s e d  w i t h  my  b e s t  F r i e n d s , 
t h e  M i n i s t e r s  o f  m i n e  A c q u a i n t a n c e ,  w h a t  I 
shou ld  f a r the r  do ;  th a t  i s ,  whe the r  I  shou ld  g ive 
t h e  B i s hop  no t i c e  o f  i t ,  a s  t h e  Rub r i c k  d i re c t s : 
B u t  t h ey  d i s swa d e d  m e  f ro m  t h i s ,  a n d  t o l d  m e, 
t h a t  wou ld  c re a t e  a  c e r t a i n  and  t roub l e som Su i t ; 
w h e re a s  i f  t h e  G e n t l e m a n  s h o u l d  n o t  P ro s e c u t e 
me  h im s e l f ,  ( a s  i t  wa s  l i ke l y  h e  wou l d  no t )  t h e 
t h i n g  wo u l d  d i e ,  a n d  Pe a c e  b e  u p h e l d .  S o  I 
t o o k  t h e i r  A d v i c e ,  a n d  I n f o r m ’d  n o t  a g a i n s t 
h im;  and  he  a t  tha t  t ime  wa s  s i l en t ,  and  gave  me
  no
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n o  f a r t h e r  D i s t u r b a n c e ,  b y  a n y  p u b l i c k  L a w 
procedure.

B u t  t h e  N o i s e  t h a t  t h i s  m a d e  b o t h  i n  Tow n 
a n d  C o u n t r y  wa s  ve r y  g r e a t .  A l l ,  e x c e p t  t wo 
o r  t h r e e ,  b l a m e d  m e  f o r  w h a t  I  h a d  d o n e ;  a n d 
no  body  wou l d  s t a nd  by  me  i n  i t .  The  Cong re - 
g a t i o n  wa s  s o  f a r  f ro m  b e i n g  o f f e n d e d  a t  s u c h 
M e n s  C o m mu n i o n ,  o r  p l e a s e d  a t  my  E n d e avo u r 
to  p re s e r ve  i t  pu re,  tha t  they  were  g rea t l y  o f f en- 
d e d  a t  m e  f o r  i t .  T h ey  c r y ’d ,  W h a t  h a d  I  t o  d o 
t o  m e d d l e  i n  t h a t  k i n d ?  L e t  e v e r y  M a n  E x a m i n e 
h i m s e l f ,  a n d  t h e  l i ke .  S o  s o m e  t i m e  a f t e r  t h i s  a 
M e e t i n g  wa s  a p p o i n t e d  by  t h e i r  m e a n s  t o  m a ke 
Pe a c e  ( a s  i t  wa s  a c coun t ed )  b e tw ix t  t h e  Gen t l e - 
m a n  a n d  I .  B u t  t h e  I g n o r a n c e  a n d  S t r a n g e n e s s 
i n  t h i n g s  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e  a m o n g s t  t h e  C o m m o n 
Peop l e,  t h a t  appe a r ’d  a t  t h a t  Mee t i ng ,  I  con f e s s , 
I  c a n  n e i t h e r  f o r g e t ,  n o r  we l l  e x p re s s .  M y  B u - 
s i n e s s  wa s  t o  wo r k  h i m  t o  R e p e n t a n c e ,  o r  t o 
p ro f e s s  i t ,  a n d  p ro m i s e  A m e n d m e n t ,  w h i c h  wa s 
a l l  I  s t ood  upon ,  a nd  upon  wh i c h  I  s h o u l d  n o t 
r e f u s e  h i m  C o m mu n i o n .  T h i s  h e  wo u l d  n o t  b e 
brought to,  or  not  to do i t  so ser ious ly as  to make 
i t  c r e d i b l e .  I  c a n n o t  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  my  N e i g h - 
b o u r s  p r e s s ’d  h i m  a t  a l l  t o  i t :  M o s t  o f  t h e i r 
wo r k  wa s  w i t h  m e ,  a c c o rd i n g  t o  t h e  f o r e m e n - 
t i on ’d  S en s e  t h ey  h ad  o f  my  Ca r r i a g e  i n  i t .  So, 
h oweve r  i n  t h e  c l o s e  a  Pe a c e  i t  mu s t  b e ,  a n d  I 
mu s t  r e c e ive  t h e  G e n t l e m a n  a g a i n ;  w h i c h  I  d i d 
t h e  n ex t  S a c r amen t ,  a nd  f o r  two  o r  t h re e  Ye a r s 
a f t e r,  wi thout  any  more  Di s tu rbance  a t  tha t  t ime ; 
tho ’ he  wa s  no  be t t e r  a  Man  than  he  wa s  be fo re, 
but rather grew worse and worse.

A f t e r  th i s ,  and  a f t e r  a l l  th i s  t r ya l ,  I  s aw Cause, 
and  though t  i t  my  Du ty,  t o  deny  the  Gen t l eman 
the  S a c r amen t  a g a in  t he  s e cond  t ime,  ( a t  Chr i s t - 
m a s s ,  A n .  D .  1 6 81 . )  B u t  h e  c a m e  a n d  t a l k e d 
t h e r e  i n  t h e  C h u rc h ,  ( a f t e r  my  r e f u s a l  o f  h i m )
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a s  he  had  done  be fo re,  to  our  g re a t  D i s tu rbance ; 
and  my g iv ing  the  Sac r ament  a t  the  s ame t ime  to 
M r .  R i c h a r d s o n ,  a  Wo r t h y  N o n - C o n  M i n i s t e r , 
S i t t i ng ,  d i d  ve r y  much  P rovoke  h im ,  a s  a ppe a r ’d 
b y  h i s  Ta l k :  A n d  a f t e r w a r d  h e  d i d  n o t  l e t  i t 
pa s s ,  a s  he  had  done  be fo re,  bu t  In fo r m’d  aga in s t 
me in  the Ecc le s i a s t ica l  Cour t  a t  Linco ln ,  and pro- 
c u r e d  a  C i t a t i o n ,  w h i c h  t h e  A p p a r a t o u r  s e r ve d 
o n  m e ;  a n d  a l s o,  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e,  a n d  f o r  t h e 
s ame  th ing ,  he  b rough t  h i s  Ac t i on  ag a in s t  me  a t 
C o m m o n  L a w ;  a n d  s e n t  f o r  a  W r i t  f o r  m e ; 
w h i c h  y e t  I  t h i n k  w a s  n o t  s e r v e d .  F o r  m y 
N e i g h b o u r s  p r o c u r e d  a n o t h e r  M e e t i n g ,  t o  b e 
n ow  a t  B o s t o n ,  b e f o r e  M r .  M o r l a n d ,  t h e  M i n i - 
s t e r  t h e re ,  who  n e ed s  mu s t  h ave  t h e  h e a r i n g  o f 
t h i s  C a s e ,  a nd  b e  en t re a t e d  t o  re conc i l e  u s .  He 
c ame  to  u s ,  bu t  s a i d  no th ing ,  t h a t  I  c an  remem- 
b e r,  t o  a ny  pu r po s e ,  a nd  a f t e r  a  wh i l e  wen t  h i s 
way  a n d  l e f t  u s  t o  o u r  s e l ve s .  T h i s  D e b a t e  wa s 
man a g ed  much  a f t e r  t h e  o l d  r a t e ,  a nd  t h e  I s s u e 
much  t h e  s ame :  A  Pe a c e  i t  mu s t  b e  a g a i n ,  ( t ho ’ 
I  bo re  no  i l l  w i l l  t o  h i s  Pe r s on . )  My  Ne i ghbo r s 
a g r e e d  t o  a l l ow  t h e  G e n t l e m a n  a l l  t h e  C h a r g e 
h e  h a d  b e e n  a t ,  ( s u c h  wa s  t h e i r  R e s p e c t ,  t h o ’ 
they blamed me for  these  Rigour s  a s  they accoun- 
t e d  t h e m )  a n d  h e  wa s  t o  f t o p  a l l  P ro c e e d i n g s . 
A n d  s o  h e  c o m e s  t o  t h e  S a c r a m e n t  a g a i n  w i t h - 
o u t  R e p e n t a n c e  i n  h i m ,  o r  R e m e d y  f o r  m e,  i n 
C a s e s  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e .  B u t  n o n e  o t h e r  i n  K i r k - 
t o n  g ave  me  so  much  Troubl e  upon  th i s  a c coun t ; 
on l y  t h e  Te a ch e r  o f  t h e  Gramma r  S c h o o l  i n  t h a t 
To w n ,  b e i n g  b y  m e  w a r n e d  f r o m  t h e  L o r d ’s 
Ta b l e ,  A p r .  16 .  10 8 2 .  a t  E a s t e r ,  u p o n  R e a s o n s 
t h a t  I  t hough t  re qu i red  i t ,  w ro t e  me  t h re e  ve r y 
s c u r r i l o u s  A n swe r s  t o  t h e  L e t t e r  I  w ro t e  h i m , 
tha t  in s i s t ed  bu t  upon  h i s  Repen t ance,  o r  Dec l a - 
r a t i o n  t h e r e o f ,  a n d  t h a t  t o  m e  o n l y.  B u t  h e
  troubled
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t ro u b l e d  u s  n o t  w i t h  h i s  P r e s e n c e  a t  t h e  t i m e , 
nor me by any after Prosecution.

Gre a t  i ndeed  wa s  t h e  D i s t u rb ance  t h a t  a l l  t h i s 
gave to my * External Peace. But 
wha t  mus t  I  have  done?  The 
Sacrament was not mine but the 
Lord’s; and should not a Stew- 
ard be f aithful and do his Ma- 
s ter ’s  p lea sure?  Must  I  harden 
them in their Sin, and administer 
to their g reater Damnation; or 
contr ibute to their Deceit, and 
make them think they took their 
Life, when they were in danger 
to take their  Death? Must  the 
Ho ly  Th ing s  o f  God be  p ro- 
f aned; and the Church endan- 
gered by Infection, and by the 
Wrath and Cur se  of  God that 
this might have drawn upon it? 
Much the Weak be Scandaliz’d, 
or Occasion g iven them to for- 
sake and abhor our Assemblies, 
where no difference was put be- 
tween the  Holy  and Pro f ane? 
Nay, Much God himself be pro- 
voked to forsake us? I knew the 
Lord’s Supper was a Feast ,  and 
to be kept without Leaven; yea, 
a Fœderal Feast, for Fr iends, and 
not for Enemies ;  and for such 
to be Enter tain’d, had I been a 
Member only I might not have 
been so much concerned; but, 

how  cou l d  I  m in i s t e r ,  a nd  no t  b e  gu i l t y ?  Had  I 
any  Power  to  Rece ive  such a s  I  had  rea son to  be- 
lieve the Lord Rejected?
  The

*  For  the  Gen t l eman 
Forement ion’d  gave  out 
that he hoped in a shor t 
time to sheath his Sword 
i n  my  H e a r t ’s  B l o o d ; 
And  he,  w i th  o the r s  a t 
the  Inn,  drank on the i r 
Knees to my Confusion. 
And  one  o f  S tam f o rd ,  a 
Stranger to me, ly ing at 
the King’s Head in Kirk- 
ton ,  in his Travels,  hear- 
ing the mal ic ious  Spee- 
ches of two of mine Ene- 
m i e s  a g a i n s t  m e ,  l e f t 
wo rd  a t  a  Ne i ghbou r s , 
to give me notice to have 
a care of my self ,  for he 
believ’d they meant to do 
me a Mischief, when they 
saw their Opportunity.

W h e n c e  I  t h i n k  a p - 
pears the Necessity of the 
Peop le s  Consent  to  the 
Pa s tora l  Re la t ion .  How 
i m p r a c t i c a b l e  i s  i t  t o 
Rule Men Spir i tual ly a- 
gainst their Wills!

S e e  B i s h o p  Pa t r i c k ’ s 
Notes  on  Exod. 19. 8,  9. 
and Josh. 24. 22.
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t h e  Tr u t h  i s ,  I  f e a r e d  t h a t  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n 
i n  g e n e r a l ,  a f t e r  I  h a d  d o n e  w h a t  I  d i d ,  wa s , 
e ve n  i n  F o r o  E c c l e s i æ ,  t o o  u n m e e t  f o r  s u c h  a n 
O r d i n a n c e :  A n d  I  s c a r c e  r e a d  a  B o o k  o n  t h e 
Sub jec t ,  in  which  I  d id  no t  mee t  wi th  someth ing 
t h a t  w a s  f i t  t o  m a k e  m e  Tr e m b l e .  T h e  B o o k 
c a l l e d  The  P ra c t i s e  o f  P i e t y ,  h ad  t o l d  me  when  I 
wa s  young  o f  t h e  f e a r f u l  E s t a t e  o f  s u ch .  a s  Re - 
c e i ve d  w i t h o u t  K n ow l e d g e ,  a n d  t h e  m o r e  f e a r f u l 
E s t a t e  o f  s u c h  a s  m i n i s t e r  t o  t h em  w i t h o u t  Ca t e c h i - 
s i n g :  And  I  h ad  re ad  o f  one  o f  g re a t  Name,  t h a t 
s a id .  He  had  r a the r  lo s e  h i s  Righ t  Hand ,  o r  Die, 
t h a n  g ive  t h e  S a c r a m e n t  t o  a  n o t o r i o u s  w i c ke d 
Pe r s o n .  A n d  t h a t  i t  w a s  t h e  o p i n i o n  o f  G r o - 
t i u s ,  T h e  S e a l  i s  n o t  t o  b e  a p p l y ’d  t o  h i m  t o 
w h o m  t h e .  T h i n g  s i g n i f i e d  m a n i f e s t l y  b e l o n g s 
n o t .  A n d  I  k n e w  t h e  S e n s e  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  o f 
Eng l and  f rom the  Homi ly  and  Rubr i ck  be fo re  the 
C o m m u n i o n ,  y e a  a n d  e ve n  C a n o n  2 d .  A n d  i f 
h e r  G o v e r n m e n t  w o u l d  n o t ,  o r  r a t h e r  c o u l d 
n o t .  R e f o r m  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  C o n g r e g a t i o n s  a c - 
c o rd i n g  t o  t h a t  D o c t r i n e ,  I  mu s t  e i t h e r  e n d e a - 
vour  in  my  own to  do  i t  my  s e l f ,  o r  su spend  my 
M i n i s t e r i a l  A c t s  o f  t h a t  k i n d  t i l l  i t  we re  d o n e . 
Be s i d e s ,  by  my  no t  i n f o r m ing  t h e  B i s hop  a f t e r - 
wa r d s  o f  w h a t  I  d i d ,  a l l  t h e  Wo r l d  m i g h t  s e e 
t h a t  I  d e s i g n e d  n o t  t o  t o u c h  t h e m  i n  t h e  l e a s t 
i n  t h e i r  o u t wa r d  o r  s e c u l a r  I n t e r e s t s ,  a s  t h e y 
migh t  h ave  been  by  an  a f t e r  P roce s s ,  i f  t hey  had 
b e en  p re s e n t e d  i n  t h e  S p i r i t u a l  Co u r t ,  a n d  Ex - 
communicated by it.

4 .  A n o t h e r  t h i n g  t h a t  g r e a t l y  t ro u b l e d  m e  a t 
K i r k t o n ,  ( e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  I  h a d  b e e n  f o r  s o m e 
Ye a r s  M i n i s t e r  t h e r e )  w a s  t h e  p u b l i s h i n g  t h e 
Excommunica t ion s  and  Abso lu t ion s  o f  the  Ecc l e - 
s i a s t i c a l  Cou r t ;  f o r.  t h e s e  common l y  c ro s s ed  my 
j u d g m e n t .  Wi t h  w h a t  t e m p e r  o r  d i s l i ke  I  p u b - 
l i s h ed  t h e  Ex commun i c a t i on  o f  s ome  Ana b a p i s t s
  in
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i n  t h e  Tow n ,  I  h a ve  a l m o s t  f o r g o t :  B u t  s o m e 
t i m e  a f t e r ,  w h e n  t h ey  we r e  P ro s e c u t e d  by  o u r 
O f f i c e r s ,  u pon  t h e  Ac t  o f  Twe l ve - p en c e  a  Su n - 
d ay,  ( a n d  r e f u s i n g  t o  p ay )  h a d  t h e i r  G o o d s  t a - 
ken  by  D i s t r e s s ,  I  p a i d  t h e  Money  f o r  t h em  my 
se l f ,  and  redeem’d  the  Goods ,  and  s en t  ’ em them 
h o m e .  I  k n ew  t h e y  h a d  t h e i r  F a u l t s ,  a n d  t h a t 
o f  Unchurch ing  a l l  bu t  themse lve s ,  no t  the  l e a s t . 
B u t ,  t h o ’ I  d i s l i ke d  t h e i r  E r ro u r ,  a n d  e a r n e s t l y 
e n d e a vo u r e d ,  i n  m a n y  D i s c o u r s e s  I  h a d  w i t h 
t h e m ,  t o  C o nv i n c e  t h e m ,  ye t  I  c o u l d  n o t  d e ny 
b u t  t h a t  m a ny  o f .  t h e m  h e l d  t h e  E s s e n t i a l s  o f 
C h r i s t i a n i t y ?  a n d  t h o ’ t h e y  c a m e  n o t  t o  t h e 
C h u rc h ,  t h ey  f a i l e d  n o t  t o  wo r s h i p  G o d  by  Je - 
s u s  C h r i s t ,  i n  t h e i r  ow n  A s s e m b l i e s ,  a n d  ( s o m e 
o f  t h e m  a t  l e a s t )  i n  t h e i r  ow n  F a m i l i e s  a l s o , 
w h i c h  f ew  o f  my  N e i g h b o u r s  d i d :  s o  I  t h o u g h t 
they should not  have been Excommunicated,  meer- 
l y  f o r  t h e i r  O p i n i o n  a b o u t  I n f a n t - B a p t i s m ,  a n d 
began  to  doubt ,  whe ther  I  cou ld  ju s t i f i e  my hav- 
ing concurred or been instrumental herein.

B u t  a f t e r wa rd s  we  h a d  s o m e  o t h e r  Pe r s o n s  i n 
t h e  Town  t h a t  we re  P re s e n t e d ,  ( f o r  n o t  c o m i n g 
t o  C h u rc h ,  I  s u p p o s e ,  o r  s o m e  s u c h  t h i n g )  a n d 
i t  c a m e  t o  a n  E x c o m m u n i c a t i o n .  T h a t  I  h a d 
no  s c r up l e  t o  pub l i s h ,  b e c au s e  I  kn ew  t h ey  d e - 
s e r ved  i f ,  b e i n g  Loo s e - l i ve r s ,  a n d  n ex t  t o  He a - 
thens ,  without a l l  Rel ig ion.  But some of  the Chief 
o f  t h e  Tow n  u r g e d  t h e m  t o  g e t  t h e i r  E x c o m - 
mun ic a t i on s  t aken  o f f  a t  t he  Vi s i t a t i o n  app roach- 
i n g ,  Pe n i t e n t  o r  i m p e n i t e n t ,  t h a t  t h e y  s e e m e d 
n o t  m u c h  t o  r e g a r d .  B u t  I ,  k n ow i n g  t h e  Pe r - 
s on s  Impen i t en c e  and  Unconce r nedne s s  a bou t  i t 
t h e m s e l ve s ,  wa s  n o t  f o r wa rd  t o  p e r s u a d e  t h e m 
t o  g e t  o f f .  H oweve r ,  b e f o r e  C h a n c e l l o r  H o w e l 
t h ey  c ame  t o  t h a t  End ;  and  (wh i ch  I  g r i eved  t o 
s e e  a nd  t h i nk  o f )  a n  Oa t h  i s  p u t  upon  t h em  t o 
obey  t h e i r  Ord i n a r y,  wh i ch  t h ey  mu s t  t a ke ,  a nd
  did,
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d i d ,  b e f o r e  t h e y  we r e  a b s o l v ’d .  B u t  t h e n  t h i s 
A b s o l u t i o n  wa s  t o  b e  p u b l i s h e d  by  m e ,  t h o ’ I 
k n ew  t h a t  t h ey  we re  u n f i t  f o r  i t .  B u t  ( w h e t h e r 
on  Pur po se,  o r  upon  some  nece s s a r y  Occa s ion ,  I 
h a v e  a l m o s t  f o r g o t )  I  w e n t  f r o m  H o m e  t h a t 
Lo rd ’s  Day  i t  wa s  t o  be  done,  and  a  Ne ighbour - 
Minister did it in my place.

By th i s  t ime I  began to  be  sens ible  o f  the  Snare 
a n d  B u r t h e n  o f  C o n f o r m i t y  a n d  s aw  t h a t  t h e r e 
wa s  no  ab id ing  in  tha t  Publ i ck  Capac i ty  and  S t a - 
t i on ,  w i t h  t h e  d i s c h a r g e  o f  my  Du t y  a nd  Tr u s t , 
a n d  w i t h  s a f e t y  t o  t h e  Tr u t h ,  a n d  t h e  p e a c e  o f 
my  ow n  M i n d .  T h i s  ( a s  i t  p u t  m e  u p o n  m a ny 
succe s s l e s s  A t t empt s  o f  a  Remova l  to  some  l e s s e r 
Pa r i s h ,  o r  Lec tu re r ’s  P l a c e,  un t i l  my  Sc r up l e s  o f 
t h e  Te r m s  o f  C o n f o r m i t y  r o s e  s o  h i g h ,  a s  t o 
c h e c k  s u c h  E n d e avo u r s ;  a n d  b ro u g h t  m e  t h e n 
t o  m a ny  S e m i - r e s o l u t i o n s  o f  g i v i n g  u p  a l l ,  a n d 
q u i t t i n g  my  L i v i n g ;  s o  i t )  d i s p o s e d  m e  t o  g o 
o u t  w h e n  t h e  D o o r  a f t e r w a r d s  c a m e  t o  b e 
open

W h e n  I  f i r s t  e n t r e d  u p o n  t h e  M i n i s t r y,  I  h a d 
n o t  mu c h  D o u b t  o r  S c r u p l e  i n  my  M i n d  a b o u t 
t h e  Te r m s  o r  M a t t e r  o f  C o n f o r m i t y.  T h o ’ I 
h a d  k n ow n  o t h e r  T i m e s ,  a n d  s o m e  o t h e r  M e n , 
a n d  s e e n  t h e  B a r t h ’ l m e w  C h a n g e ,  ye t  I  d i d  n o t 
t a ke  ve r y  mu c h  n o t i c e  o f  i t ,  b e i n g  bu t  t we l ve 
Ye a r s  o l d  n o r  d i d  I  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  R e a s o n s  o f 
t h e  D i f f e r e n c e ,  n o r  t h e  t r u e  S t a t e  o f  t h e  C a s e , 
when I  wa s  more  capable  o f  Cons ide r ing  i t .  Tho ’ 
I  remembred  the  d i f f e rence  o f  P r a c t i s e ,  and  how 
Men ta lk ’d ,  when I  was  a  Chi ld ,  aga ins t  the Com- 
m o n - P r aye r ,  a n d  f o r  P r ay i n g  i n  a  f r e e  m a n n e r , 
&c .  And  t ho ’ I  t hough t  and  hoped  t h a t  Su r p l i c e 
a n d  C e r e m o n i e s  wo u l d  b e  l a i d  a s i d e  b e f o r e  I 
s h o u l d  c o m e  t o  b e  a  M i n i s t e r ;  a n d  c o u l d  h ave 
wi sh ’d  tha t  I  might  have  been excu led  some Con- 
d i t i o n s  o f  E n t r a n c e  w h e n  I  d i d  c o m e  t o  i t ,  a s
  Sub-
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Sub sc r ip t ion ,  &c .  wh ich  the re fo re  I  have  though t 
s i n ce  cou ld  no t  be  done  Ex  an imo ,  i n  t he  H igh- 
Chu rch  Sen s e  p robab l y  i n t ended ;  ye t  t h a t  wh i ch 
ma i n l y  s a t i s f i e d  me  wa s ,  ( n ex t  t o  my  Educ a t i on 
in  the  Unive r s i t y )  t he  Examp le  o f  so  many  l e a r n- 
e d ,  p i o u s ,  a b l e  a n d  wo r t hy  C o n f o r m i s t s  t h a t  I 
k n ew,  o r  wa s  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  i n  t h e  C o u n t r y 
round  a bou t  whe re  I  wa s  bo r n ,  ( v i z .  He c k i n g t o n 
i n  L i n c o l n s h i r e  n e a r  S l e e f o r d )  M e n  s o  E m i n e n t , 
t h a t  ( a s  I  h ave  h e a r d )  i t  wa s  o b s e r ve d  b y  t h e 
L o n d o n e r s ,  t h e r e  wa s  n o t  s u c h  a  S e t t  o f  M i n i - 
s t e r s ,  o f  the i r  Cha r ac t e r,  to  be  found  in  the  l i ke 
c o m p a s s  o f  G ro u n d  i n  m a n y  C o u n t r i e s ,  a s  i n 
t h e  K e s t e v e n  a n d  H o l l a n d  P a r t s  o f  L i n c o l n s h i r e : 
B u t  t h e y  w e r e  v e r y  M o d e r a t e ,  a n d  i n d i f f e - 
r e n t  i n  t h e  P r a c t i s e  o f  C o n f o r m i t y.  N o w  I 
t h o u g h t  i t  i n e x c u l a b l e ,  a n d  s h a m e l e s s  P r i d e  i n 
me  t o  p re t end  t o  b e  w i s e r  a nd  b e t t e r  t h an  s u ch 
M i n i s t e r s  a s  t h e s e :  N o r  c o u l d  I  t a k e  a  w a y 
w h i c h  I  c o u l d  n o t  D e f e n d ,  o r  r e f u s e  w h a t  I 
cou l d  no t  D i s p rove,  wha t eve r  l i t t l e  Mi s g iv i ng s  I 
might have in my Mind about it.

Bu t  when  I  wa s  i n  the  Min i s t r y,  and  s e t t l ed  a t 
Ki rk t on  a fo re sa id ,  where  Bur i a l s  o f  the  Dead were 
m o r e  c o m m o n ,  I  w a s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  s o o n 
awa ke n e d  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h o s e  c h a r i t a b l e  Pa s s a g e s 
( a s  t h ey  a r e  c a l l e d )  i n  t h a t  O f f i c e ,  w h i c h  s u p - 
p o s e  a  s t r i c t  D i s c i p l i n e  i n  t h e  C h u rc h ,  a n d  t h e 
Pe r s o n s  bu r y ’d  t h e r e by  t o  b e  o f  t h e  nu m b e r  o f 
t h e  F a i t h f u l .  The s e  Pa s s a g e s  I  h ad  bu t  l i t t l e  en - 
cou r a g emen t  t o  u s e  o f t en ;  a nd  t h e re f o re  I  com- 
mon l y  a l t e re d  s ome  o f  t h em ,  a nd  l e f t  ou t  o t h e r 
s ome.  Fo r  I  du r s t  no t  w i s h  my  Sou l  i n  t h e  c a s e 
o r  s t a t e  o f  t he  mos t  I  bu r y ’d ,  no r  con t r ad i c t  my 
P r e a c h i n g ,  by  p ro n o u n c i n g  t h e m  a l l  s ave d ,  o r , 
bu t  p robab l y  s o.  Tho ’ a t  t h e  Bu r i a l  o f  s u ch  a s  I 
h ad  hope s  o f ,  I  a l t e red  no t  a  Word .  I  cou ld  no t 
p e r c e i ve  t h a t  t h i s  wa s  t a ke n  n o t i c e  o f  a t  f i r s t ;
  nor
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no r  wa s  I  eve r  P re s en t ed  o r  P ro s e cu t ed  f o r  ma - 
k i n g  t h i s  A l t e r a t i o n :  T h o ’ a t  l a s t  i t  c a m e  o u t , 
and  I  wa s  b i t t e r l y  exc l a im’d  aga in s t  fo r  so  do ing . 
Some  l i t t l e  A l t e r a t ion  I  a l so  made  in  some  o the r 
o f  t h e  O f f i c e s ;  a s  i n  M a r r i a g e ,  p u t t i n g  t h e 
wo r d  H o n o u r  f o r  Wo r s h i p ;  t h e  l a t t e r  f o u n d i n g 
h a r s h l y,  a n d  b e i n g  e x c e p t e d  a g a i n s t  b y  m a n y, 
( tho ’ whe the r  j u s t l y  I  s ay  no t ,  Wor sh i p  i s  u s ed  a s 
a  c i v i l  Te r m )  b u t  t h e  f o r m e r  i s  wa r r a n t e d  b y 
1  P e t .  2 .  1 7.  H o n o u r  a l l  M e n :  A n d  3 .  7.  G i v e 
Honour to the Wife, &c.

A s  t o  t h e  m a i n  o f  t h e  C o m m o n - P r aye r  u s e d 
i n  t h e  o rd i n a r y  Wo r s h i p  o f  eve r y  L o rd ’s  D ay,  I 
t h o u g h t  i t  s o u n d  f o r  t h e  M a t t e r ,  b u t  n o t  we l l 
o r d e r e d  f o r  t h e  F o r m .  A n d  t h e r e f o r e  I  a l way s 
omi t t ed  the  conc lud ing  P r aye r  o f  S t .  Chr y s o s t om , 
w i th  t he  Bened i c t i on  f o l l ow ing  i t ,  when  the  s e - 
c o n d  S e r v i c e  wa s  t o  b e  r e a d :  Fo r  I  t h o u g h t  i t 
o d d  t o  m a ke  a n  e n d ,  a n d  s e e m  t o  d i s m i s s  t h e 
Peop le  wi th  a  B le s s ing ,  and  then  pre sen t ly  to  be- 
g i n  a g a i n !  A n d  I  c o m m o n l y  l e f t  o u t  t h e  L o rd ’s 
P r aye r  a t  l e a s t  o n c e ,  b e i n g  i t  wa s  s o  o f t e n  r e - 
p e a t e d .  I  n eve r  s u f f e re d  t h e  Peop l e  t o  Re s pond 
i n  t h e  P s a l m s  a n d  H y m n s .  I  s e l d o m  s a i d  t h e 
Ve r s i c l e  Lo rd  h a v e  m e r c y  u p o n  u s  tw i c e  t og e t h e r. 
I  a lway s  r e a d  t h a t  P r aye r  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  S e r v i c e 
f o r  t h e  w h o l e  s t a t e  o f  C h r i s t ’s  C h u rc h  h e re  o n 
E a r t h ,  b e f o re  t h e  S e r m o n ;  b e c a u s e  o f  t h a t  Pa s - 
s age,  (Tha t  t h e  Cong r e g a t i o n  h e r e  p r e s e n t ,  may  w i t h 
me e k  Hea r t  a nd  du e  Re ve r e n c e,  h e a r  a nd  r e c e i v e  t hy 
ho ly  Word )  which suppose th  the  Ser mon to  fo l low. 
I  s e l dom re ad  t he  Co l l e c t  f o r  t h e  Day  any  more 
than once, as I remember, &c.

I f  now i t  be  a sked ,  How a l l  th i s  cou ld  su i t  the 
Engagemen t s  I  h ad  l a i d  my  s e l f  unde r  to  a  s t r i c t 
Con f o r m i t y ?  I  on l y  s ay,  t h a t  a s  t o  t h e  po i n t  o f 
Canon i c a l  Ob e d i e n c e ,  I  d i d  a t  f i r s t  t h ink  a s  I  wa s 
t a u g h t ,  v i z .  T h a t  I  wa s  t h e  j u d g e  o f  t h e  L i c i t a
 B & Ho-
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& Hone s t a :  Bu t  a s  t o  the  Ex an imo  Sub s c r i p t ion1 
e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  As s e n t  a nd  Con s e n t  De c l a r a t i on ,  I 
m u s t  c o n f e s s  I  d i d  b e g i n  t o  c h e w  u p o n  t h a t 
u p o n  t h e  m e n t i o n ’d  O c c a s i o n s :  A n d  i f  i t  wa s 
no t  t o  b e  t a ken  w i t h  a  l a t i t ude,   a s  mo s t  M in i - 
s t e r s  o f  my  a cqu a i n t a n c e  s a i d ,  I  kn ew  no t  wha t 
t o  s ay  t o  i t .  And  thu s  I  h ave  t o l d  you  wha t  Ex- 
p e r i en c e  t augh t  me  t o  t h i nk  o f  t h e  Gove r nmen t 
o f  the  Church  o f  Eng l and ,  and  a l so  o f  h igh  Con- 
f o r m i t y  t o  i t s  L i t u r gy ;  a nd  a l l  t h i s  b e f o re  I  h a d 
r e a d  a ny  B o o k s  a b o u t  i t ,  bu t  w h a t  we re  f o r  i t . 
The  H in t s  we re  bu t  f ew  t h a t  I  me t  w i t h  i n  my 
reading to set me against it.

B u t  i n  t h e  Ye a r  16 7 9 ,  M r .  B a x t e r ’s  N o n c o n - 
f o r m i s t ’s  P l e a  f o r  P e a c e  c ame  ou t ,  w i t h  s ome  o - 
t h e r  o f  h i s  B o o k s  o f  C h u rc h  C o n t rove r s i e  s o o n 
a f t e r ;  w h i c h  a s  s o o n  a s  I  h e a rd  o f ,  I  p ro c u r e d 
a n d  r e a d .  A n d  A n .  D o m .  1 6 81 .  c a m e  o u t  h i s 
Tr e a t i s e  o f  E p i s c o p a c y ,  w h i c h  I  a l s o  r e a d .  T h e s e 
B o o k s  g ave  m e  a  f u l l e r  A c c o u n t ,  a n d  a  c l e a r e r 
No t i on  o f  Con fo r m i t y  a nd  Noncon f o r m i t y  t h an 
eve r  I  h a d  b e f o re ;  a nd  I  d i d  no t  t h i nk  t h a t  t h e 
Ca se  had  been  such  a s  I  he reby  pe rce ived  i t  wa s . 
I  wa s  s a t i s f i e d ,  t h a t  t h e  m e e r  D i s s e n t e r s  h a d  a 
g r e a t  d e a l  o f  R e a s o n  o n  t h e i r  s i d e .  I  k n ew  n o 
t r ue  Answer  g iven  to  the  fo rement ion ’d  Books  o f 
M r .  B a x t e r ’s .  M a u r i c e  I  r e a d ,  bu t  t h a t  g ave  m e 
no  s a t i s f a f t i on  a t  a l l ;  i t  r a t h e r  c on f i r med  me  i n 
one  No t i on  and  Op in i on  I  h ad  b e f o re  re c e ived , 
v i z .  T h a t  t h e  a n c i e n t  B i s h o p s  s a t  w i t h  t h e i r 
P r e s by t e r s ,  w h o  c o n c u r r e d  w i t h  t h e m  i n  t h e i r 
G ove r n i n g  A c t s .  I t ’s  t r u e ,  I  w a s  n o t  a t  f i r s t 
f u l l y  and  ab so lu t e l y  re so lv ’d  in  the  Ca se,  a t  l e a s t 
wha t  on e  s hou l d  do  t h a t  h a d  Con fo r med  i n  i g - 
n o r a n c e ;  b u t  f r o m  h e n c e f o r wa r d s  I  wa s  m u c h 
mo re  i n  doub t  a bou t  i t  t h an  I  h ad  b e en  b e f o re . 
A n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y,  w h e r e a s  I  h a d  b u t  s l i g h t 
T h o u g h t s  o f  w h a t  h e  s a i d  a b o u t  C h u rc h  D i s c i -
  pline,
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p l i n e ,  w h e n  ( a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y )  I  f i r s t  r e a d  h i s 
R e f o r m e d  Pa s t o r ,  I  h a d  o t h e r  T h o u g h t s  o f  t h e 
N e c e s s i t y  a n d  U s e f u l n e s s  o f  i t  n ow ;  a n d  s aw, 
t h a t  t ho ’ we  had  re fo r m ’d  Re l i g ion  i n  Doc t r i ne, 
a n d  i n  p a r t  o u r  Wo r s h i p,  ye t  ( b y  r e a d i n g  a l s o 
Dr.  Bur ne t ’s  His to r y  o f  th e  Re fo rma t i on )  I  could  not 
see  tha t  the  For m o f  Church  Gove r nmen t  had  ever 
been Reform’d at all, tho’ so needful to be done.

H i t h e r t o  I  h ave  r e l a t e d  t h e  g r a d u a l  P rog r e s s 
o f  my  N o n c o n f o r m i t y,  i n  t h e  S e n s e  a n d  Te m - 
p e r  o f  my  ow n  M i n d ,  a n d  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  P r a - 
c t i c e ;  i t s  S p r i n g s ,  G ro u n d s ,  a n d  I s s u e s ,  o r  E f - 
f e c t s .  I  s h a l l  n ex t  p ro c e ed  t o  t e l l  you  wha t  wa s 
f a r t h e r  d o n e  t owa rd s  i t  by  o t h e r s ,  w h o  a t  l a s t 
t o o k  t h e  C og n i s a n c e  o f  s eve r a l  o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s , 
and  made  advan t age  t he reo f  a g a in s t  me.  Acco rd - 
ingly therefore,

5 .  A n o t h e r  p r o l o g u e  t o  my  N o n c o n f o r m i t y, 
wa s  t h e  C o n c e r n  I  h a d  w i t h  t h e  C o u r t s  E c c l e - 
s i a s t i c a l ,  and  the  Deba te s  I  had  wi th  the  Church- 
O f f i c e r s  a n d  G ove r n o u r s ,  a s  C h a n c e l l o u r ,  A r c h - 
d e a c o n ,  a n d  B i s h o p .  I  f o u n d  t h ey  we re  f a r  f ro m 
concur r ing  wi th  me in  wha t  I  thought  rea sonable 
a nd  j u s t ,  o r  s t a nd i ng  by  me  i n  t h e  d i s c h a r g e  o f 
my  D u t y ;  t h e y  b e i n g  a l way s  m o r e  z e a l o u s  f o r 
t h e  O b s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  ow n  R i t e s ,  a n d  f o r 
Obed i enc e  t o  t h e i r  own  L aws ,  t h an  God ’s ;  c on - 
n iv i ng  a t  t h e  b re a che s  o f  t h e  l a t t e r,  bu t  pun i sh - 
i n g  b eyond  a l l  me a su re  t h e  b re a che s  o f  t h e  f o r - 
m e r ,  t h o ’ n e ve r  s o  s m a l l .  S o  f a r  f r o m  e n c o u - 
r a g i n g  a ny  M o d e r a t i o n  a n d  Te m p e r ,  ( w h a t e ve r 
t h ey  s ay  t o  i nv i t e  Men  i n t o  t h e  Chu rch )  t h a t  i t 
begat  in  me no good Opinion of  the Const i tut ion. 
To give you some Instances.

A u g .  2 8  1 6 8 2 .  T h e r e  b e i n g  a  F u n e r a l  S e r - 
m o n  t o  b e  p re a c h e d ,  t h e  A p p a r a t o r  e g re g i o u s l y 
d i s t u rbed  u s  open l y  i n  t h e  Chu rch :  Fo r,  wh i l e  I 
was  read ing  the  Les son for  the  Occas ion ,  he  came
 B 2 up
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up to  the  read ing Sea t ,  boi s te rous ly  and insu l t ing- 
l y,  w i t h  W h i p  i n  H a n d ,  a n d  s p o ke  t o  m e ,  a n d 
a s k ’d .  Why  d o  n o t  y o u  w e a r  t h e  S u r p l i c e  a c c o r d i n g 
t o  C a n o n i c a l  O rd e r s ?  I  s a i d  n o t h i n g  t o  h i m ,  bu t 
we n t  o n .  B u t  i n  P r a ye r - t i m e ,  b e f o r e  t h e  S e r - 
mon ,  he  made  such  a  no i s e  and  s t i r  to  the  C le rk 
to  b r ing  the  Su r p l i c e  ou t ,  th a t ,  when  Pr aye r  wa s 
done,  I  spoke  to  the  Peop le  to  pu t  tha t  Dr unken 
f e l l ow  ou t  o f  t h e  Church ,  wh i ch  t hey  a t t emp ted 
i n  va i n .  S o  h e  s a t  h i m  d ow n  a n d  s l e p t  o u t  t h e 
S e r m o n ,  s ave  t h a t  o n c e  ( t h ey  s a i d )  h e  awa ke d , 
and s a id ,  I  th ink  he ’ l l  n eve r  have  done  Babl ing .  And 
1  went  on and bur y ’d  the  Cor ps  wi thout  the  Sur- 
p l i c e .  T h i s  d i s o r d e r l y  A c t i o n  we  s i g n i f i e d  t o 
t h e  C h a n c e l l o r  o f  t h e  C o u r t ,  D r .  H o w e l l ;  ( o n e 
o f  the  be s t  and  l e a r nede s t  o f  tha t  Orde r  o f  Men) 
a nd  we  moved  t h a t  t h e  App a r a t o r  m i gh t  b e  pu t 
ou t  o f  h i s  P l a ce ;  and  a t  t he  Vi s i t a t i o n  f o l l ow ing , 
I  s p o ke  w i t h  h i m  a b o u t  i t .  B u t  ( a f t e r  a l l )  t h e 
Appa r a to r  wa s  con t inued  in  h i s  P l a ce,  and  Chan- 
ce l lo r  Howe l l  f e l l  ha rd  upon me,  and  repr imanded 
m e  f o r  n o t  we a r i n g  t h e  S u r p l i c e  a t  F u n e r a l s , 
u p o n  w h i c h  O c c a s i o n s  h e  u n d e r s t o o d  I  u s e d  i t 
n o t .  B u t  I  a s ke d  h i m  i f  I  s h o u l d  we a r  i t  w h e n 
i t  r a i n e d ?  H e  s a i d .  N o ;  bu t  a s ke d ,  D i d  i t  r a i n ? 
I  an swered ,  I  wa s  no t  bound to  accu se  my se l f  in 
a n swe r i n g  t h a t  Q u e s t i o n ;  b u t  I  t o l d  h i m ,  t h a t 
t he re  migh t  be  Cau se s  t h a t  wou ld  j u s t i f i e  o r  ex- 
cu se  the  no t  wea r ing  the  Sur p l i ce  a t  some t imes , 
a s  much  a s  a  s howe r  o f  Ra in  a t  l e a s t :  To  wh i ch 
I  r emembe r  no  re p l y  t h a t  h e  made.  Bu t  now,  i f 
I  c ou l d  no t  b e  qu i e t  i n  t h e  Exe rc i s e  o f  my  Mi - 
n i s t r y,  w i thou t  such  r ude  and  v io l en t  A s s au l t s  a s 
t h e s e ,  i t  wa s  ve r y  h a rd .  Bu t  t h e  Su r p l i c e  wa s  a 
small matter in comparison of some others.

A p r .  3 0 .  16 8 4 .  T h e  G e n t l e m a n ,  my  Pa r i s h i o - 
n e r ,  w h o m  I  h a d  r e p e l l ’d  f ro m  t h e  S a c r a m e n t , 
a s  i s  b e f o r e  r e l a t e d ,  a p p e a r ’d  a g a i n s t  m e  a t  t h e
  Visita-
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Vi s i t a t i on  a t  Bos t on ,  publ i ck ly  in  the  Church ,  be- 
f o r e  t h e  A r c h d e a c o n ,  D r .  C a w l e y ,  a c c u s i n g  m e 
fo r  no t  Bap t i z ing  two  o r  th ree  Ba s t a rd  Ch i l d ren ; 
a nd  f o r  g iv i n g  t h e  S a c r amen t  t o  M r.  Ri c h a r d s o n 
S i t t ing ,  ( a  wor thy  Noncon fo r mi s t  Min i s t e r  in  my 
Pa r i s h ,  w h o  s c r u p l e d  t h e  G e s t u r e  o f  K n e e l i n g ) 
and  t h e  l i ke  ma t t e r s .  So  i n  t h e  A f t e r noon  I  a p - 
p e a r ’d  b e f o r e  t h e  A r c h d e a c o n  a t  h i s  i n n ;  a n d 
found  tha t  I  h ad  been  a ccu sed  abou t  my  Method 
a nd  Ord e r  o f  r e a d i n g  t h e  Common - P r aye r .  A n d 
when  I  g ave  h im  my  Re a s on ,  ( a c co rd i n g  t o  t h e 
p u r p o r t  o f  w h a t  i s  b e f o r e  m e n t i o n ’d )  h e  s a i d , 
T h a t  w a s  a  P r e s b y t e r i a n  P r i n c i p l e .  B u t  w h e n  my 
re fu s ing  to  Bap t i ze  the  Ba s t a rd  Chi ld ren  wa s  d i s - 
cour sed  on,  I  thought  to  have  ju s t i fy ’d  my se l f  by 
the Except ion in  the 68th Canon ,  which I  thought 
h a d  e x t ended  t o  Ch r i s t ’ n i n g ,  a s  we l l  a s  Bu r y i n g ; 
and  tha t  no  Chi ld  o f  a  Per son or  Per sons  Excom- 
mu n i c a t e d ,  o r  d e s e r v i n g  t o  b e  s o ,  ( by  I m p e n d 
t e n c y  a f t e r  s o m e  g r i evo u s  a n d  n o t o r i o u s  C r i m e 
commi t t e d )  ough t  t o  b e  B ap t i z e d :  And  t h a t  t h e 
f a u l t  wa s  i n  t h e  C o u r t ,  by  n e g l e d t i n g  t o  b r i n g 
t h e i r  M o t h e r s  t o  Pe n n a n c e .  B u t  t h e  C a n o n  wa s 
b rough t ,  and  o the rw i s e  expounded  by  t h e  A rch- 
d e a c o n ,  w h o  a f f i r m e d ,  t h a t  I  h a d  n o  p o w e r 
the reby  to  re fu s e  o r  de l ay  to  Chr i s t en  any  Ch i l d 
wha t s o eve r,  ( o r  o f  wha t  Pa ren t s  s o eve r )  b rough t 
to  the  Church  to  be  Chr i s tned .  And  indeed  i t  i s 
p l a in ,  ( tho ’ I  under s tood i t  not  t i l l  then)  tha t  the 
Excep t i on  i s  t o  t h e  Pe r son  dece a s ed  on l y,  ( a s  t o 
Bur i a l )  and  no t  conce r n ing  the  Ch i ld  b rough t  to 
b e  B a p t i z e d  o r  C h r i s t ’ n e d .  B u t  w h e n  I  t o l d 
h im  my  own  Op in i on  a bou t  i t  no tw i t h s t a nd i n g ; 
and  th a t  i t  wa s  re a sonab l e  and  s c r i p tu r a l  t o  p ro- 
ceed  upon the  Grounds  I  went  on ,  and  urged  the 
i l l  and absurd Consequences  o f  a  genera l  and pro- 
m i s cuou s  Admi s s i on ,  h e  s a i d .  Tha t  wa s  a  P r e s by - 
t e r i a n  P r i n c i p l e  t o o .  A n d  t h a t  wa s  a l l  I  g o t  o f 
h im ;  s ave  on l y  s ome  f ew  H in t s ,  a s  i f  i t  wa s  i n -
 B 3 tended
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t e n d e d  t o  P ro c e e d  a g a i n s t  m e  f o r  t h e s e  t h i n g s : 
But I heard no more from them at this time.

A u g .  9 .  1 6 8 6 .  T h e  A r c h b i s h o p ’s  V i s i t a t i o n 
wa s  he l d  a t  Bo s t o n ,  by  t he  t hen  B i shop  o f  Pe t e r - 
b o r o u g h ,  (Whi t e )  a nd  S i r  Tho.  Ex t o n .  The  Coun- 
t r y  r i n g i n g  o f  h i s  v i o l e n t  C a r r i a g e  i n  t h e  So u - 
t he r n  Pa r t  o f  t h e  D ioce s e,  (Bu c k i n g h am  and  Bed - 
f o r d s h i r e s )  a n d  I  h e a r i n g  w h a t  k i n d  o f  M e n  o f 
the  Cle rgy  the  Bi shop fe l l  upon wi th  the  g rea te s t 
F u r y ;  I  w e n t  t o  t h e  V i s i t a t i o n  a t  G r a n t h a m , 
( t h e  n e x t  b e f o r e  o u r s )  t o  o b s e r ve  h i s  P ro c e e d - 
i n g s ,  t h a t  I  m i g h t  b e  t h e  b e t t e r  p r e p a r e d  w h a t 
t o  s ay  a n d  d o  i n  a n swe r  t h e r e t o  a t  B o s t o n ,  a n d 
n o t  b e  s u r p r i z ’d .  T h e r e  I  u n d e r s t o o d ,  t h a t  t h e 
B i s h o p  i n t e n d e d  t o  m a ke  a  To u r  by  K i r k t o n ,  t o 
s e e  i t s  F a i r  a nd  Ca thed r a l - l i ke  Chu rch ,  a s  o t h e r 
B i s h o p s  h a d  d o n e  b e f o r e  h i m ,  a n d  I  m u s t  b e 
t h e r e  i n  m y  G ow n  t o  w a i t  u p o n  t h e  B i s h o p ; 
w h o ,  h o w  h e  s t o o d  a f f e c t e d  t o  m e ,  I  p a r t l y 
gue s s ’d ,  by  the  Di scour se  one  to ld  me was  had  o f 
m e  a t  D i n n e r  a t  t h e  V i s i t a t i o n  a t  G ra n t h a m .  S o 
o n  S a t u r d ay ,  Au g .  7.  i n  t h e  A f t e r n o o n ,  t h e  B i - 
s h o p  c o m e s ,  l i g h t s  o u t  o f  h i s  C o a c h ,  a n d  ( I 
m e e t i n g  h i m  a t  t h e  C h u rc h - s t i l e ,  h e )  p a s s ’d  by 
m e  w i t h o u t  t a k i n g  a ny  n o t i c e  o f  m e  by  Wo rd 
o r  Ge s t u re ,  a nd  i n t o  t h e  Chu rch  he  goe s ,  a nd  I 
a f t e r  h i m .  B u t  w h e n  h e  c a m e  i n t o  t h e  C h a n c e l , 
h e  f o u n d  t h a t  t h a t  m a d e  h i m  o p e n  h i s  M o u t h : 
Fo r  t h i n g s  we r e  n o t  o rd e r e d  t h e r e  a c c o rd i n g  - 
to  the  High Church  Mode,  a s  i t  may  be  he  expe- 
c t e d .  T h e  C o m p a ny  o f  M e r c e r s  h av i n g  b e e n  a l - 
t e r e d ,  ( a s  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  C o r p o r a t i o n s  i n  E n g - 
l a n d  we r e )  s o m e  o f  t h e i r  N e w  M e m b e r s  s e n t 
down  Orde r s  t o  h ave  t h e  Commun ion  Tab l e  s e t 
A l t a r - w i s e ,  a n d  R a i l ’d  i n :  Fo r  t h ey  a r e  t h e  Pa - 
t r o n s  o f  t h e  L i v i n g  t h e r e ,  a n d  d i s p o s e  o f  t h e 
Pa r s o n a g e  Ty t h e s ;  a n d  s o  c o n c e r n e d  t h e m s e l ve s 
about  the  Chance l .  But  those  here  who concer ned
  them-
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t h e m s e l ve s  a b o u t  i t  n o t  k n ow i n g  h ow  t o  d o  i t , 
( f o r  I ,  g l a d  o f  t h e i r  M i s t a ke ,  w i l l i n g l y  l e t  t h em 
g o  o n  i n  t h e i r  i g n o r a n c e )  t h ey  h a d  l e t  t h e  o l d 
l o n g  Ta b l e  E n d - w a y s ,  ( b u t  i n  t h e  E a s t - E n d ) 
a s  i t  h a d  s t o o d  b e f o r e  a n d  S e a t s  a b o u t  i t , 
f o r  t h e  Pe o p l e ;  a n d  o n e  l o n g  R a i l ,  t h a t  j u s t 
a t  t he  top  o f  t he  S t ep s  c ro s s ’d  the  Chance l  f rom 
s i d e  t o  s i d e ,  a n d  S p i k e s  u p o n  t h e  R a i l .  H e r e 
w a s  w o r k  e n o u g h  f o r  t h e  B i s h o p .  H e  a s k ’d , 
W h a t  d i d  t h e  S p i k e s  d o  t h e r e ?  a n d  o rd e re d  t h e m 
t o  b e t a k e n  o u t  b y  M o n d a y  M o r n i n g .  T h e n  h e 
a s k ’d  me.  Wha t  w e r e  t h o s e  S e a t s  f o r ?  I  t o l d  h im , 
f o r  t h e  Peop l e  t o  S i t  on .  W hy ,  s ay s  b e ,  D o  y o u 
S i t  a t  t h e  S a c r a m e n t ?  I  a n swe r ’d  Ye s ,  w h e n  t h e 
P s a lm  wa s  s i n g i ng .  P s a lm ,  s ay s 
he.  Wha t  h a ve  you  t o  d o  w i t h  a 
P sa lm a t  t h e  Sa c ramen t ?  So  then 
I  t o l d  h i m  p l a i n l y ;  M y  L o rd , 
a t  Commun ion  T ime s  we  h ave 
the  Commun ion  Tab l e  b rough t 
down into the Body of the Chan- 
cel ,  and go not within that  Rai l 
a l l .  Ay e ,  s a i d  t h e  B i s h o p,  B y 
what Rule or Order do you do that? 
I  t o l d  h im.  By  the  Rubr i ck  in 
t h e  C o m m o n - P r a y e r ,  t h a t  o r d e r e t h ,  t h a t  t h e 
C o m mu n i o n  Ta b l e  s h o u l d  s t a n d  i n  t h e  B o dy  o f 
t h e  C h u r c h  o r  C h a n c e l ,  w h e r e  M o r n i n g  a n d 
E ve n i n g  P r a y e r  a r e  wo n t  t o  b e  s a i d .  To  t h i s 
S i r  T h o.  E x t o n  r e p l y ’d .  T h a t  i s  b u t ,  e x c e p t  i t  b e 
o t h e r w i s e  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  O r d i n a r y .  S a i d  I ,  S i r 
T h o m a s ,  T h e r e  i s  n o  s u c h  E x c e p t i o n .  S o  t h e n 
t h ey  c a l l e d  t o  s e e  t h e  Su r p l i c e ,  s u s p e c t i n g ,  a s  I 
c o n c e i ve d ,  w h e t h e r  we  h a d  o n e .  I  wa s  g l a d  o f 
t h i s  f o r  t h e  C o m m o n - P r aye r - B o o k  l y i n g  i n  t h e 
s a m e  C h e s t ,  I  wa s  r e s o l ve d  t o  l e t  t h e m  s e e  t h e 
Rub r i ck .  So  t h e  Che s t  b e i ng  opened ,  I  t ook  up 
t h e  B o o k ,  ( w h i c h  l a y  u p o n  t h e  S u r p l i c e )  a n d
 B 4 turn’f

I t ’s  t r u e ,  t h e r e  i s  n o 
L aw  f o r  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e 
S i n g i n g  P s a l m s  a t  t h e 
L o r d ’s  S u p p e r ,  ( o r  i n - 
d e e d  a t  a n y  t i m e )  b u t 
a s  I  r e m e m b e r  i t  w a s 
c o m m o n l y  u s e d  a t  t h a t 
O r d i n a n c e  i n  a l l  t h e 
C h u rc h e s  t h a t  I  wa s  a c r 
quainted with.
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t u r n ’d  t o  t h e  Rub r i c k ,  a nd  re a d  i t ,  a n d  s a i d  t o 
them, You see I need not 
go into the Chancel  at 
a l l ,  but  may br ing  the 
Table  in to  theChurch ; 
for Morning and Even- 
i n g  P r aye r  a r e  n e ve r 
said in the Chancel. To 
this Sir Thomas  reply’d, 
th a t  t h e  S e c ond  S e r v i c e 
is to be read in the Chan- 
c e l .  B u t  I  r e t u r n e d . 
T h e r e  i s  n o  S e c o n d 
Ser v ice  in  the  Even ing 
P r aye r,  bu t  t h e  Tab l e 
is  to stand where Mor- 
ning and Evening  Pray- 
er are wont to be said. 
To  t h i s  t h e y  r e p l y ’d 
n o t h i n g .  A n d  a s  t o 
S i r  Thomas ’s  fo remen- 
tion’d Exception, which 
I  had le t  h im see,  was 
not  there to be found, 
the  B i shop ’s  Chap l a in 
said, the Exception was 
i n  ano the r  p l a c e ;  and 
h e  t o o k  t h e  B o o k  t o 
t u r n  t o  i t :  B u t  a f t e r 
he had turned it over a 
pretty while, and found 
nothing of it, he silent- 
l y  l a i d  i t  d ow n ,  a n d 
t h ey  a l l  t u r n e d  t h e i r 
Backs, and went out of 
the Church immediate- 
- l y,  a nd  s a i d  no t  one 
c ro s s  Word  more.  Bu t
  in

Now t ho ’ ’t i s  t r u e  t h e  Ord i n a r y 
h a s  p owe r  t o  a p p o i n t  t h e  p l a c e 
where Morning and Evening Pray- 
e r  a re  to  be  s a i d ;  a s  t o  a l t e r  t he 
Pulpi t  and Reading-Seat  f rom one 
s i d e  o r  p a r t  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  ( o r 
Chance l )  t o  the  o the r,  when  the 
Church i s  new Seated suppose,  or 
the like, yet I conceive that must be 
done by a Cour t-Instrument, or an 
Orde r  wr i t t en  and  s e a l ed  a f t e r  a 
Commiss ion for  View; which,  had 
it been appointed in the Chancel at 
Kirkton, the People could have heard 
nothing, (the Steeple being, betwixt 
the Church and Chancel )  yet  have 
they no power to change the Com- 
munion Table into an Altar,  or  le t 
i t  a t  the  Ea s t -end ,  o r  any  where, 
save in the Body  of the Church, or 
of the Chancel ,  i f  i t  must be there 
a t  a l l .  Tho ’ I  suppose  tha t  power 
g iven the Ordinary in the f ir st Ru- 
r i c k  b e f o r e  M o r n i n g  P r aye r ,  t o 
place the Reading Desk (as  doubt- 
le s s  i t  i s  to  be  under s tood)  was  i t 
t h ey  mean t .  So  t h e  Excep t i on  i s 
not to the placingthe Table, but to 
the  P l a ce  o f  P r aye r.  And  by  th a t 
Rubr ick,  the Chancel  i s  to remain 
a s  i t  was  wont :  So tha t  i f  Ser v ice 
was  not  wont  to  be  there.  Quer y , 
Whether they had power to appoint 
i t  there?  Or,  Whether  a  Commis- 
sion would ever have judg’d it meet, 
t o  s t a nd  s o  i n conven i en t l y ?  And 
the Bishop, with Sir Thomas , or the 
Court at Lincoln, made no New Ap- 
pointment at this, or any other time, 
to a l ter  the Place of  Prayer  in the 
Church of Kirkton.
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in  the  S t ree t ,  a t  t ak ing  Coach ,  the  B i shop ’s  Ca r - 
r i age  to  me  wa s  ve r y  much  a l t e red ;  fo r  he  d r ank 
t o  m e  i n  a  G l a s s  o f  S a c k ,  ( w h i c h  o u r  C h u rc h - 
wa rd en s  h a d  p rov i d ed  f o r  h im )  a nd  h e  t ook  me 
by  the  Hand ,  and  g ave  me  many  f am i l i a r  In s t r u - 
c t ions  about  the  Admini s t r a t ion o f  the  Sacrament , 
wh i ch  he  wou ld  h ave  me  t o  c e l eb r a t e  mo re  f re - 
q u e n t l y,  & c .  B u t  ( t h o ’ I  b e l i e ve  I  m i g h t  h ave 
come  o f f  a f t e r  t h i s  a s  we l l  a s  mo s t ,  ye t )  a l l  t h i s 
d i d  no t  make  me  re s o l ve  t o  f o r b e a r ,  o r  s u s p end 
w h a t  I  h a d  p r e p a r e d  t o  s p e a k  a t  t h e  V i s i t a t i o n 
a pp ro a ch i ng ,  i n  c a s e  t h e  B i s hop  s hou l d  p ro c e ed 
here as he had done at Grantham.

S o  t h e  M o n d ay  f o l l ow i n g  ( Au g .  9 .  16 85 . )  t h e 
V i s i t a t i o n  c a m e  o n .  A n d  ( a f t e r  S e r m o n )  w h e n 
the  Min i s t e r s  we re  c a l l ed  ove r,  t he  ma in  Que s t i - 
on  which  the  B i shop put  to  ever y  Min i s t e r  pa r t i - 
cu l a r l y,  wa s  th i s ,  ( a s  i t  h ad  been  be fo re  a t  Gran - 
t h a m )  v i z .  H a v e  y o u  P r e - e x a m i n e d  a n d  C a t e c h i s e d 
y o u r  C h u r c h - w a r d e n s  u p o n  a l l  t h e  A r t i c l e s  i n  t h e 
B o o k  g i v e n  t h e m  i n  c h a r g e ,  a s  o n e  c a r e f u l  t o  p r e - 
s e r v e  t h em  f r om  t h e  g u i l t  o f  P e r j u r y ?  Th i s  c ame  to 
my  dea r  and  p iou s  F r i end  Mr.  Sc o f f i n ’s  tu r n  (Cur 
r a t e  o f  B r o t h e r t o f t )  b e f o re  i t  c ame  t o  m i n e ;  a n d 
when  t h e  B i s hop  s poke  t o  t h e  Chappe l -wa rd en s 
concer n ing  h im,  Mr.  Sco f f i n  tu r n ’d  h im about  and 
e a r n e s t l y  e n t r e a t e d  t h e m  t o  s ay  n o t h i n g  f o r  f a - 
vou r  o r  a f f e c t i on ,  bu t  t h e  Tr u t h :  To  wh i c h  t h e 
B i shop  s co r n fu l l y  rep ly ’d ,  Oh!  how  c a r e f u l  you  a r e  
t o  s a v e  t h e m  f r o m  P e r j u r y !  B u t  S i r  T h o.  E x t o n 
c a l l ’d  f o r  h i s  L i c ence,  and  kep t  i t ;  and  so  tu r n ’d 
h i m  o u t .  W h e n  I  s aw  t h i s ,  I  h a d  m u c h  m o r e 
Cou r a g e  a nd  Re so l u t i on  t o  d e l i ve r  my  M ind  t o 
t h e  B i s h o p,  w h e n  i t  c a m e  t o  my  t u r n ;  w h i c h 
d i d ,  i n  a n swe r  t o  h i s  f o re s a i d  Que s t i on ,  a s  f o l - 
loweth.
  My
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My Lord,
“ I  h a v e  n o t  e x a m i n e d  t h e  C h u r c h - w a r d e n s 

“ u p o n  yo u r  A r t i c l e s ,  a n d  d o  t h i n k  I  c a n n o t  i n 
“Con s c i e n c e  s a f e l y  do  i t :  (He re  t h e  B i s ho p  b e - 
g an  t o  s ay  s ome th i n g ,  a nd  t o  i n t e r r up t  me,  bu t 
I  b e g g ’d  l e ave  t o  s p e a k  o u t  w h a t  I  h a d  t o  s ay, 
a n d  o b t a i n ’d  i t ,  a n d  we n t  o n )  “ Fo r  s o  t r e m e n - 
“ d o u s  i s  t h e  O a t h  t h ey  t a ke ,  ( i n  my  a p p re h e n - 
“ s i o n )  a c c o rd i n g  t o  yo u r  L o rd s h i p ’s  I n t e r p r e t a - 
“ t i on  o f  i t ,  a nd  Ex am in a t i on  upon  i t ,  ( a n  Oa t h 
“wh i ch  I  du r s t  n e i t h e r  impo s e ,  no r  t a ke  f o r  a l l 
“ t h e  Wo r l d )  t h a t  I  h ave  n o  m i n d  t o  h ave  a n y 
“ h a n d  i n  i t .  Fo r ,  ( 1 . )  I  t h i n k  I  s h o u l d  b e  a c - 
“ c e s s a r y  ( by  s o  d o i n g )  t o  t h a t  g u i l t  o f  Pe r j u r y 
“wh i ch  I  f o re s e e  t h ey  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  b r i ng  upon 
“ t h e m s e l ve s ,  a n d  c a n n o t  b e  p r e ve n t e d  b y  a n y 
“ s u c h  E x a m i n a t i o n  o r  A d v i c e  o f  m i n e .  ( 2 . ) 
“ W h e r e a s  t h a t  O a t h  o f  t h e i r s ,  i n  t h e  c o n c u r - 
“ re n t  O p i n i o n  o f  a l l  M e n  t h a t  eve r  I  c o nve r s ’d 
“ w i t h ,  u s e d  t o  b e  i n t e r p r e t e d  w i t h  L a t i t u d e , 
“ a n d  s u p p o s ’d  t o  b e  b o t h  i m p o s ’d  a n d  t a ke n  i n 
“ a  f avo u r a b l e  S e n s e  a n d  C o n s t r u c t i o n ,  w i t h  a l - 
“ l owa n c e s ,  t h i s  way  o f  E x a m i n a t i o n  u p o n  eve - 
“ r y  P u n c t i l i o,  p u t s  u p o n  i t  t h e  m o s t  s t r i c t  a n d 
“ r i g i d  S e n s e  t h a t  t h e  Wo r d s  a r e  c a p a b l e  o f 
“be a r i ng ,  and  ob t r ude s  i t  upon  t h em a c co rd ing - 
“ l y,  wh i ch  make s  t h e i r  Pe r j u r y  mo re  d i r e c t  a nd 
“ u n a v o i d a b l e ;  a n d  f o r  o u g h t  I  k n o w,  m a y b e 
“ a  f o rc i n g  t h em  t o  p re s e n t  s u c h  t h i n g s  ( o r  e l s e 
“ b e  p e r j u r ’d )  a s  by  t h e  L aw s  o f  t h e  L a n d  ( E c - 
“ c l e s i a s t i c a l )  m a y  n o t  b e  p r e s e n t a b l e .  ( 3 . ) 
“ W h e r e a s  i n  t h e  c o m m o n  C o u r s e ,  t h e i r  I g n o - 
“ r a n e e  m i g h t  b e  t h o u g h t  i n  s o m e  c e r t a i n  s m a l l 
“ me a s u re  t o  e x cu s e  t h em ,  a n d  t a ke  o f f  s o me  o f 
“ the  Gu i l t ,  th i s  w i l l  make  the i r  S in  to  be  know- 
“ i n g ,  w i l f u l ,  a n d  d e l i b e r a t e .  ( 4 . )  I  t h i n k  t h e y 
“ a re  S wo r n  t o  p re s e n t  s y c h  t h i n g s  by  t h e  A r t i -
  “cles,
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“ c l e s ,  a s  i n  Du t y  t o  Ch r i s t ,  a nd  F i d e l i t y  t o  h i s 
“ I n t e r e s t  a n d  R e l i g i o n ,  t h ey  o u g h t  n o t  t o  p re - 
“ s e n t ,  i f  t h e y  d i d  k n ow  o f  t h e m :  A n d  I  t h i n k 
“ I  c a n n o t  E x a m i n e  t h e m  u p o n  t h e  A r t i c l e s ,  i n 
“ t h e  m a n n e r  y o u r  L o r d s h i p  w o u l d  h a v e  m e , 
“ b u t  I  m u s t  b e  g u i l t y,  n o t  o n l y  o f  a p p rov i n g , 
“ o r  s e e m i n g  t o  a p p rove  s u c h  P r e s e n t a t i o n s  a n d 
“ P ro c e e d i n g s ,  b u t  e ve n  o f  p ro m o t i n g  t h e  D e - 
“ s i g n .  A s  f o r  I n s t a n c e ,  I f  N e i g h b o u r s  m e e t 
“ t og e t h e r  f o r  R e l i g i o u s  E xe r c i s e s ,  i f  i t  b e  bu t 
“ t h e  I g n o r a n t s  g o i n g  t o  a  m o r e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g 
“ N e i g b o u r ’s  H o u s e ,  o n  a  L o rd ’s  D ay  a t  N i g h t . 
“ t o  h e a r  t h e  . M i n i s t e r ’ s  S e r m o n s  r e p e a t e d ; 
“ ( w h e n  J u d g e  H a l e s  e x h o r t e d  h i s  C h i l d r e n  t o 
“go  to  the  Min i s t e r ’s  House  to  tha t  end )  i f  the se 
“ b e  bu t  c a l l e d  C o nve n t i c l e s ,  a n d  t h e  l i ke ;  M y 
“ L o rd ,  I  l i ke  t h e  I n f o r m e r s  Tr a d e  s o  i l l ,  t h a t  I 
“ t r e m b l e  t o  t h i n k  t h e s e  p o o r  M e n  s h o u l d  b e 
“ Swo r n  t o  t h e  O f f i c e ,  a nd  I  h a d  r a t h e r  a  M i l l - 
“ s t o n e  we re  h a n g ’d  a b o u t  my  N e c k ,  a n d  I  c a s t 
“ i n t o  t h e  S e a ,  t h a n  t h a t  I  s h o u l d  h a v e  t h e 
“ l e a s t  h a n d  i n  s u c h  T h i n g s ,  o r  p a r t  i n  s u c h 
“Guilt.

W h e n  I  h a d  . g o n e  t h u s  f a r .  S i r  T h o m a s  E x t o n 
u r g e d  m e  u p o n  my  D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  A s s e n t  a n d 
C o n s e n t  t o  C o n f o r m i t y,  m a d e  a t  my  E n t r a n c e 
u p o n  m y  L i v i n g :  To  w h i c h  ( d i r e c t i n g  m y 
S p e e c h  t o  t h e  B i s h o p )  I  g a v e  t h i s  f o l l ow i n g 
Answer.

My Lord,
“ I  h a v e  o b s e r v e d ,  t h a t  t h e  H i g h e s t  o f  o u r 

“ C h u r c h - o f - E n g l a n d - M e n ,  w h o  A n swe r  t h e  N o n - 
“ c o n f o r m i s t s ,  d o  u n d e r s t a n d  a n d  e x p o u n d  t h e 
“ Te r m s  o f  C o n f o r m i t y  ( S u b s c r i p t i o n  a n d  D e c l a - 
“ r a t i o n ,  & c . )  w i t h  a  L a t i t u d e ,  a n d  a s s e r t  t h e 
“ n e c e s s i t y  o f  a  f a vo u r a b l e  C o n s t r u c t i o n ;  a n d 
“ wo n d e r  t h e  D i s s e n t e r s  s h o u l d  i n s i s t  s o  m u c h
  “upon
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“upon  Tr i f l e s  a nd  Punc t i l i o ’s ,  l i ke  Men  o f  ve r y 
“ n a r r o w  a n d  s c r u p u l o u s  C o n s c i e n c e s :  A n d  I 
“ h ave  eve r  b e e n  t o l d ,  t h a n  t h e  P r a c t i s e  o f  t h e 
“ C h u r c h  m u s t  e x p o u n d  h e r  m e a n i n g :  L e x 
“ c u r r i t  c u m  p r a x i ,  a n d  L e x  n o n  c u r a t  m i n i m a , 
“ b e i n g  R u l e s  i n  L a w :  B u t  I  h a v e  f a r t h e r ,  t o 
“ m y  n o  l i t t l e  w o n d e r ,  o b s e r v e d ,  t h a t  w h e n 
“ s u c h  a s  yo u r  L o rd s h i p  c o m e s  t o  e n q u i r e  i n t o 
“ t h e  P r a c t i s e  o f  s ome  o f  u s ,  yo u  e x a m i n e  i t  by 
“ t h e  L e t t e r  o f  C o n f o r m i t y,  u n d e r s t o o d  a n d 
“ e x p o u n d e d  i n  t h e  m o s t  A r i d  a n d  r i g i d  S e n s e 
“ t h a t  c a n  b e :  Yo u  u r g e  u p o n  u s  o u r  P ro m i s e s 
“ a nd  Sub s c r i p t i on s ,  a nd  you  a g g r ava t e  t h e  l e a s t 
“ O m i s s i o n  t o  t h e  H e i g h t :  S o  t h a t  we  a r e  e n - 
“ s n a r ’d  i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  f i r s t  c o u r t e d  i n  by  p l a u - 
“ s i b l e  C o n s t r u c t i o n s ,  a n d  t h e n  r a c k ’d ,  a n d 
“ s c r u ’d ,  a n d  s q u e e z ’d  a t  n o  r a t e :  [ I  h a d  a l - 
mos t  s a id ,  We a re  f i r s t  gen t ly  s t roaked  and  bl ind- 
e d ,  t i l l  a  B i s h o p  g e t  u p o n  o u r  B a c k s ,  a n d  t h e n 
w h i p p e d ,  a n d  s p u r re d ,  a n d  r i d d e n  m o s t  u n m e r - 
c i f u l l y :  Bu t  I  f o r bo re  t h a t  Exp re s s i on ,  and  wen t 
o n ,  a n d  s a i d ]  “ B u t  n ow  t h e r e f o r e  ( m y  L o r d ) 
“ i f  Con fo r m i t y  b e  t o  b e  unde r s t ood  s t r i c t l y  a nd 
“ r i g i d ly ,  w i thou t  La t i tude,  i n  the  Sen se  in  wh ich 
“ I  p e r c e i v e  yo u r  L o r d s h i p  e x p o u n d s  i t ,  I  d o 
“ h e r e  d e c l a r e  my  u n f e i g n e d  R e p e n t a n c e  o f  i t , 
“and beg Forgiveness of God and Man.

W h e n  I  h a d  s a i d  t h i s ,  I  s t o p t ;  a n d  S i r  T h o - 
m a s  E x t o n  c r y ’d ,  A d m o n i s h  h i m ,  A d m o n i s h  h i m . 
S a i d  t h e  B i s hop,  Admon i s h  h im ?  He  mu s t  b e  De- 
p r i v ’d .  D o e s  h e  n o t  s a y  h e  R e p e n t s ?  A n d  I 
s p o k e  f a r t h e r :  “ M y  L o r d ,  I f  y o u r  L o r d s h i p 
“thinks I  do Mischief  in the Church,  I  must  des i s t : 
S a i d  t h e  B i s hop,  I n  t h e  Name  o f  God  d e s i s t  t h e n . 
I  t hough t  I  mus t  t hen  have  had  my  L iv ing  t aken 
f rom me,  and  been  tu r n ’d  ou t ,  a s  my dea r  F r i end 
Mr.  S c o f f i n  h ad  been  a  l i t t l e  be fo re  me :  And  the 
B o o k  o f  C a n o n s  wa s  s e n t  f o r  i n  o rd e r  t o  m a ke
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u s e  o f  t h e  C a n o n  a g a i n s t  R e v o l t e r s  a g a i n s t  m e , ; 
But  hav ing de l iver ’d  my Consc ience in  what  I  had 
a l r e a d y  s a i d ,  a s  s o o n  a s  a n o t h e r  M i n i s t e r  o r 
Town  wa s  c a l l e d ,  I  wen t  ou t  o f  t h e  Chu rch  and 
left them.

Tha t  Even ing ,  the  B i shop  sen t  fo r  our  Church- 
wa rd e n s  t o  M r.  M o r l a n d ’s ,  V i c a r  o f  B o s t o n ,  a n d 
ex amined  them upon  a l l  t h e i r  A r t i c l e s ,  f rom the 
beg inn ing  to  the  end ,  ( becau se  I  wou ld  no t )  and 
e x t r a c t e d  f ro m  t h e m  t h e s e  S i x  A r t i c l e s  a g a i n s t 
m e ,  w h i c h  I  wa s  p r e s e n t e d  a n d  p ro s e c u t e d  u p - 
on, viz.

1 .  O u r  M i n i s t e r  d o t h  n o t  r e a d  t h e  L i t a ny  o n 
Wednesdays and Fridays.

2 .  He  do th  no t  cons t an t l y  wea r  the  Sur p l i ce  in 
all his Administrations.

3.  He  do th  no t  u sua l l y  admin i s t e r  the  Commu- 
n ion on Chr i s tma s -Day ,  un le s s  i t  f a l l  on  a  Sunday . 
Nor on Whitsunday.

4 .  We  b e l i e v e  o u r  M i n i s t e r  d o t h  n o t  r e a d 
over  the  Canon s  and  Ar t i c l e s  o f  our  Church  twice 
per Annum.

5 .  T h e r e  a r e  t wo  C h i l d r e n  u n b a p t i z ’d  i n  t h e 
P a r i s h ,  w h i c h  t h e  M i n i s t e r  r e f u s e t h  t o  B a p - 
tize.

6 .  H e  c o nve r s e s  w i t h  M r.  R i c h a r d s o n ,  a n  E x - 
communicate Person.

T h i s  d o n e ,  t h e  B i s h o p  b i d  t h e  C h u r c h - wa r - 
d en s ,  t e l l  me,  t h a t  h e  d e s i re d  t o  s p e ak  w i t h  me 
a t  h i s  L o d g i n g s  t h e  n e x t  M o r n i n g .  A c c o rd i n g - 
l y  I  we n t :  A n d  w h e n  t h e  B i s h o p  h e a r d  I  wa s 
t h e re ,  h e  s en t  f o r  me  up  i n t o  h i s  Bed - ch ambe r, 
f ro m  a m o n g s t  a l l  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  M i n i s t e r s  w h o 
came to  wa i t  upon h im,  and  wi th  whom the  Ha l l 
b e g a n  t o  f i l l :  A n d  t h e re  wa s  I  w i t h  t h e  B i s h o p 
a l l  a l one  f o r  I  b e l i eve  an  Hour  o r  more ;  and  he 
wa s  mu c h  m o re  m i l d ,  f a m i l i a r ,  a n d  c o nve r s i b l e 
in hi s  Discour se,  than he had been the Day before.
  His
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His  Des ign,  and Bus ines s  seem’d to be to ta lk  over 
aga in  the  Mat t e r s  tha t  had  pa s s ’d  the  Day  be fo re, 
and  t o  g ive  me  h i s  I n s t r u c t i on s .  So  a  g re a t  d e a l 
o f  D i s c ou r s e  h e  h a d  w i t h  me  a bo u t  Co n f o r m i t y , 
t he  Common-P raye r ,  and  Ce r emon i e s ,  and  the  l i ke. 
He  unde r s tood  (he  s a i d )  I  wa s  a  Man  o f  Tende r - 
n e s s  enough ,  bu t  a s  t o  Con fo r m i t y,  d e f e c t ive  i n 
t h e  Ex t e r n a l  Pa r t :  Bu t  ( h e  s a i d )  t h e  l e a s t  d e f l e - 
c t ion f rom the  s t r i c te s t  Confor mi ty  l e t  in  Poper y, 
which  (he  s a id )  the  Noncon for mi s t s  indus t r iou s l y 
f a r t h e r e d .  T h a t  a l l  t h e  D e s i g n s  a n d  A t t e m p t s 
f o r  a  C o m p r e h e n s i o n  we r e  Po p i s h  D e s i g n s .  — — 
He  wonde r ’d  a t  t h e  S c r up l e s  o f  t h e  Noncon fo r - 
m i s t s ,  s o  An swe red  a s  t h ey  h ad  b e en .  Magn i f i e d 
the  Publ i ck  Church-Se r v i ce  and  L i tu rgy.  —— As 
to  C lo s e t -P r aye r,  ( he  s a i d )  i t  wa s  bu t  once  men- 
t i o n e d  i n  t h e  N ew  Te s t a m e n t .  A n d  f o r  P u l p i t - 
P r aye r ,  T h o.  C a r t w r i g h t  ( h e  s a i d )  wa s  t h e  f i r s t 
tha t  b rough t  i t  up.  —— He s a id .  The  Li t any  wa s 
the  be s t  Body  o f  Pe t i t i on s  pe rhap s  in  the  Wor ld . 
— —  T h a t  t h e  Pe o p l e  m i g h t  b e  b ro u g h t  t o  D e - 
vo t i o n ;  w h i c h  h e  p r e t e n d e d  t o  a s s e r t  f ro m  h i s 
ow n  E x p e r i e n c e ;  m e n t i o n i n g  s o m e  C h u rc h  i n t o 
wh ich  he  one  t ime  wen t ,  where  he  s aw the  Peo- 
p l e  a l l  u p o n  t h e i r  K n e e s ,  l i ke  Pe o p l e  g o i n g  t o 
d i e :  T h i s  wa s  f o r  t h e  G e s t u r e  o f  K n e e l i n g  i n 
P r aye r .  A n d  f o r  t h e  S u r p l i c e ,  t h e re  wa s  n o  e x - 
cuse  f rom i t ;  which he conf i r med f rom the  neces- 
s i t y  he  wa s  under  to  wea r  h i s  Roc h e t ,  &c.  But  he 
seemed to  f au l te r  somewhat  about  the  ca se  o f  the 
u n b a p t i z e d  B a s t a r d  C h i l d r e n ;  a n d  m e n t i o n e d 
s o m ew h a t  o f  C a l v i n ’s  O p i n i o n  a b o u t  i t ,  w h i c h 
how he  rep re s en t ed  I  h ave  f o rgo t ;  bu t  I  t h ink  i t 
wa s  n o t  d i s r e s p e c t f u l l y.  I  u r g e d ,  t h a t  t h e  B a - 
s t a r d ’s  M o t h e r s  ( t h o ’ p r e s e n t e d )  h a d  n o t  b e e n 
b ro u g h t  t o  Pe n n a n c e ,  a n d  t h e n  I  t o l d  h i m  o n e 
m igh t  a s  we l l  Bap t i z e  t he  Ch i l d ren  o f  Hea then s , 
a s  t h e i r s ,  &c .  S o  h e  s a i d  h e  wo u l d  t a ke  c a re  o f
  that,
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t h a t ,  v i z .  T h a t  t h ey  s h o u l d  d o  Pe n n a n c e :  T h e n 
( s a i d  I )  I  s h a l l  t a ke  c a re  o f  t h e  o the r,  v i z .  Tha t 
t h e y  b e  B a p t i z e d .  ( T h o ’ b y  t h e  way,  I  s h o u l d 
much  more  h ave  re s pe c t ed  t he i r  Repen t ance  de - 
c l a red  upon my In s t ance,  than  upon the i r  Cour t s : 
T he  l a t t e r  b e i n g  mo re  f o rc e d ,  a nd  s o  i t s  s i n c e - 
r i t y  h a rd  t o  b e  d i s c e r n ed ;  bu t  t h e  f o r me r  mo re 
f r e e . )  B u t  t h e  Wo m e n  w e r e  Po o r ,  a n d  t h e r e 
wa s  n o t h i n g  t o  b e  g o t  b y  t h e m ,  s o  t h e y  we r e 
n eve r  C e n s u r e d ,  o r  b ro u g h t  t o  Pe n n a n c e .  A n d 
no  Repentance  wou ld  they  shew or  publ i ck ly  de- 
c l a re  upon my mot ion ,  a s  o ther s  in  the  s ame ca se 
had done.

In  a l l  th i s  Di scour se  ( tho ’ I  s a id  not  much,  ye t ) 
I  to ld  the  B i shop  p l a in ly  where in  I  d i f f e red  f rom 
h i s  L o r d s h i p ’s  J u d g m e n t ,  a n d  t h a t  I  d i d  n o t 
t h i nk  t h e  Common-P r aye r  a d ap t ed  t o  a l l  o c cu r - 
r i n g  C a s e s ,  & c .  A n d  I  r e t r a c t e d  n o t h i n g  o f 
wha t  I  h ad  s a i d  t h e  Day  b e f o re .  I  mu s t  con f e s s , 
tha t  I  cou ld  no t  bu t  ex t reamly  d i s re l i sh  the  fo re- 
m e n t i o n ’d  D i s c o u r s e  o f  t h e  B i s h o p.  H e  b i d  m e 
re ad  Dodwe l ’s  Le t t e r s  o f  Adv i c e  a b ou t  S tud i e s  The o - 
l o g i c a l :  S a y i n g ,  I f  F a i t h  m ay  b e  g i v e n  t o  a n y 
M a n ,  I  wo u l d  g i v e  i t  t o  h i m .  I  e n q u i r e d  f o r 
t h e  B o o k ,  b u t  t h e  B o o k s e l l e r  t h e r e  h a d  i t 
not.

S o  s o m e t i m e  a f t e r  t h i s  I  wa s  c i t e d  i n t o  t h e 
E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  C o u r t  a t  L i n c o l n ,  ( Twe n t y  f i v e 
M i l e s  o f f  f ro m  my  D we l l i n g )  t o  A n swe r  t o  t h e 
A r t i c l e s  b e f o r e - m e n t i o n e d .  B u t  w h e n  I  c a m e 
t h e re ,  t h e re  wa s  no  P roc e ed i ng s  a g a i n s t  me  t h a t 
D ay,  bu t  I  wa s  o n l y  t o  r e t a i n  a  P r o c t o r  a g a i n s t 
t h e  n e x t  C o u r t .  T h a t  f e l l  o u t  t o  b e  t h e  ve r y 
D a y,  w h e n  K i n g  J a m e s ’ s  D e c l a r a t i o n  f o r  L i - 
b e r t y  o f  C o n s c i e n c e  c a m e  f i r s t  d ow n  i n t o  t h e 
C o u n t r y :  S o  I  f o u n d  w h e n  I  c a m e  t h e r e  n ow 
thi s  second Jour ney,  that  the Cour t  was  ver y much 
d ow n  i n  t h e  M o n t h ,  a n d  f a r  f ro m  t h e  h e a t  a n d
  violence
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v io l ence  in  the i r  P roceed ing s  tha t  I  expe s s ed .  To 
that  Ar t ic le  about  Conver t ing with Mr.  Richa rdson . 
a s  Excommunica te,  the  judge  s a id  to  some o f  the 
Cour t ,  tha t  I  might  do  tha t  fo r  h i s  Conver s ion .— 
So my Answer  to  the  S ix  fo re-ment ioned  Ar t i c l e s 
be ing ca l led for,  and tha t  i t  must  be  in  Wr i t ing ,  I 
re t i red ,  and  d rew i t  up  in  ha s t e,  and  de l ive red  i t 
i n ;  t h ey  r e c e i ve d  i t ,  a n d  t h a t  wa s  a l l  t h a t  wa s 
d o n e  t h a t  D ay :  A n d  I  n e ve r  h e a r d  m o r e  f r o m 
them s i n ce  abou t  t ho s e  Ma t t e r s .  No t  h av ing  any 
C o py,  I  c a n n o t  n ow  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h a t  A n s we r . 
I  t h i nk  a s  t o  t h e  f i r s t  A r t i c l e ,  I  a n swe r ’d ,  Th a t 
I  h a d  r e a d  P r a ye r s  o n  We d n e s d a y s  a n d  F r i d a y s 
s o m e  p a r t  o f  t h e  Ye a r ;  bu t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  D i - 
s t ance  o f  my House  f rom the  Church ,  I  de s i red  I 
m i g h t  b e  e x c u s e d  i n  t h a t  P a r t i c u l a r .  To  t h e 
t h i r d .  T h a t  we  u s u a l l y  t o o k  a  m i d d l e  t i m e  b e - 
t w i x t  E a s t e r  a n d  C h r i s t m a s  t o  a d m i n i s t e r  t h e 
Lord ’s  Supper  in ,  becau se  Whi t sunday  wa s  so  nea r 
E a s t e r .  To  t h e  s i x t h ,  ( t h o u g h  t h e  J u d g e  h i m - 
se l f  an swered  tha t )  I  be l i eve  I  might  an swer.  Tha t 
Mr.  R i ch a rd son  wa s  no t  Excommun i c a t e ,  o r  no t 
t o  be  a c coun ted  so,  bec au s e  the re  wa s  an  Ac t  o f 
I n d e m n i t y  c a m e  a f t e r w a r d s ,  w h i c h  f r e e d  h i m 
f ro m  t h a t  S e n t e n c e  a n d  C e n s u r e  t h a t  h a d  o n c e 
i n d e e d  b e e n  p a s t  o n  h i m .  To  t h e  r e s t ,  I  h ave 
f o r go t  wha t  I  s a i d ,  s ave  t o  t h e  f i f t h ,  I  b e l i eve  I 
m i g h t  a r g u e  a s  h a s  b e e n  a l r e a d y  r e l a t e d :  A n d 
p lead  the  Ba s t a rd s  Mother s  no t  hav ing  done  Pen- 
nance.

S o o n  a f t e r  t h i s ,  t h e  A p p a r a t o r  c a m e  a b o u t 
w i t h  a  G r a t u l a t o r y  A d d re s s  f ro m  t h e  B i s h o p  o f 
L i n c o l n  f o r  t h e  C l e r g y  t o  S i g n ,  t o  b e  p re s e n t e d 
t o  K .  J a m e s ,  t o  t h a n k  h i m  f o r  h i s  D e c l a r a t i o n 
f o r  t h e  L i b e r t y  a f o r e s a i d .  T h i s  h e  b ro u g h t  t o 
me.  But  a s  I  never  d id  ( fo r  one  Rea son or  o ther ) 
Sign any one of the many Addresses  of  those Times, 
so  I  re fu s ed  to  S i gn  th i s ;  Pa r t l y,  bec au se  I  cou ld
  not
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no t  con s en t  t h a t  any  s hou ld  h ave  L i be r t y  t o  S e - 
duce  the  Nat ion f rom the  Chr i s t i an  Rel ig ion;  and 
p a r t l y,  b e c au s e  I  cou ld  no t  dec l a re  my  App roba - 
t i on  o f  t he  To l e r a t i on  o f  I do l a t r y ;  how indu s t r i - 
ous ly  soever  we  may  be  thought  ( a s  B i shop  Whi t e 
s a i d  t o  m e )  t o  f a r t h e r  Po p e r y.  N eve r t h e l e s s ,  I 
wa s  n o t  w i t h o u t  f r e q u e n t  T h o u g h t s  o f  q u i t t i n g 
a ny  P u b l i c k  S t a t i o n ,  a n d  t a k i n g  t h e  a d va n t a g e 
o f  t h a t  s a m e  D e c l a r a t i o n ,  a s  I  n o t  l o n g  a f t e r 
did.

Fo r  now,  tho ’ I  h ad  no  re a son  to  expec t  much 
more  t roub l e  f rom the  Ecc l e s i a s t i c a l  Cou r t s ,  ye t 
my  M i n d  g r ew  ve r y  u n e a s i e  a b o u t  w h a t  I  h a d 
d o n e  i n  C o n f o r m i t y,  a n d  w h a t  I  wa s  i n  c o u r s e 
f a r t h e r  t o  do,  wh i ch  I  t hough t  I  cou l d  no t  we l l 
t e l l  h ow  t o  avo i d .  To  b e  s h o r t  t h e re f o re ,  t h e s e 
Two things presed.

1.  I  wa s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  s a t i s f i e d ,  t h a t  wha t  I  d i d 
a t  my  e n t r a n c e  i n t o  C o n f o r m i t y  a n d  t a k i n g  my 
L i v i n g s  wa s  i g n o r a n t l y  a n d  s i n f u l l y.  d o n e ,  a n d 
w h a t  I  t h o u g h t  n o t  l a w f u l  t o  d o  a g a i n .  A n d 
wha t  t h e  Judgmen t  o f  t h e  g re a t e s t  D iv i n e s  i s  i n 
t h e s e  c a s e s ,  i s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  k n ow n .  A r c h b i s h o p 
Cranme r ,  i n  a  Spee ch  o f  h i s  t o  t h e  Lo rd s ,  a bou t 
the  nece s s i t y  o f  a  Re fo r ma t ion ,  s a i d .  I f  a ny  c om- 

mon  E r r o r  h ad  p a s s ’d  upon  t h e 
World, when that came to be dis- 
covered, every one was at liber ty to 
shake  i t  o f f,  e ven  tho ’ th ey  had 
sworn to maintain that Error. And 
Bishop Hall says, A Man is bound 
in Consc ience  to  reve r se  and di s- 
claim that which he was induced un- 
lawfully to engage himself by Oath 

t o  p e r f o r m .  A n d  I  wa s  t a u g h t  b y,  t h e  b e s t  D i - 
v ine s  a l s o,  t h a t  Repen t ance  ough t  to  be  made  a s 
pub l i ck  a s  t he  S in ,  and  th a t  t he re fo re  i t  wa s  i n - 
cumben t  upon  me  to  make  my  Di s s en t  a s  publ i ck
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a s  I  h a d  m a d e  my  A s s e n t  t o  b e ;  a n d  t h e r e f o r e , 
i n  t h e  s a m e  C o n g r e g a t i o n ,  t o  d e c l a r e  t h e  o n e , 
where  I  h ad  dec l a red  the  o the r :  Bu t  th i s  I  cou ld 
not do without being out by the Law.

I  wa s  n o t  e a s i e  i n  t h e  P r a c t i c e  o f  w h a t  t h e 
L aw  o b l i g e s  a  C o n f o r m i s t  t o .  T h o ’ I  r e a d  t h e 
Common-P r aye r,  and  wore  t he  Su r p l i c e  a s  much 
a s  m o s t ;  d i d ;  b e c a u s e  I  t h o u g h t  i t  l aw f u l ,  a n d 
becau se  I  knew I  wa s  a l so  obl i ged  so  to  do ;  ( the 
Cro s s  in  Bap t i sm indeed  I  had  begun  to  omi t  fo r 
s ome  sma l l  t ime )  ye t  I  kn ew  t h a t  i n  t h e  Adm i - 
n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  S a c r a m e n t s  I  o u g h t  t o  m a ke 
g re a t  D i s t i nc t ion s .  I  knew I  ough t  to  repe l  f rom 
the  Lord ’s  Suppe r,  such  a s  ye t  tu rbu l en t l y  p re s s ’d 
thither, as I shewed before.

And  fo r  Bap t i sm ,  t ho ’ I  h ad  no t  s u ch  f requen t 
O c c a s i o n  w i t h  c l e a r  R e a s o n  t o  r e j e c t  I n f a n t s 
brought  there to,  i t  be ing se ldom but  one or  o ther 
o f  the  Pa ren t s  wa s  a t  l e a s t  s obe r,  ( common ly  the 
Woman)  ye t  I  knew the re  wa s  too  g re a t  c au se  to 
r e f u s e  m o re  o f  t h e m  t h a n  we re  o f f e r e d  by  s u c h 
l ew d  Wo m e n  a s  we r e  o b s t i n a t e  a n d  i m p e n i t e n t 
i n  t h e i r  S i n ,  ( o f  w h i c h  l a t t e r  I  h ave  g i ve n  a n 
A c c o u n t  b e f o r e )  a n d  t h a t  u p o n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e 
Parents great Ignorance, if not Scandal.

A n d  I  p r o m i s e d  a t  m y  O r d i n a t i o n  t o  E xe r - 
c i s e  t h e  D i s c i p l i n e  o f  C h r i s t  a s  t h e  L o rd  h a t h 
c o m m a n d e d :  A n d  t h o ’ i t  b e  a d d e d  a l s o,  a s  t h i s 
Rea lm ha th  rece ived the  s ame,  ye t  I  was  s a t i s f i ed . 
a n d  i t  wa s  p l a i n  f r o m  h e n c e ,  ( 1 . )  T h a t  D i s c i - 
p l i n e  ( t h a t  i s ,  t h e  Exe rc i s e  o f  i t )  d i d  b e l ong  t o 
my  O f f i c e  a n d  O r d e r  a s  P r e s b y t e r .  A n d ,  ( 2 . )  f 
k n ew  t h a t  w h e r e  t h e  C o m m a n d s  o f  C h r i s t  a n d 
t h e  P r a c t i s e  o f  t h e  R e a l m  c l a s h ’d ,  I  wa s  b o u n d 
t o  p ro c e ed  a c co rd i ng  t o  t h e  Command s  o f  God ; 
and  where  the  Commands  o f  Chr i s t  cou ld  no t  be 
E xe c u t e d  t h ro u g h  t h e  C o n d i t i o n  a n d  D e f e c t  o f 
t h e  Dio c e s a n  F r ame,  I  wa s  bound  to  Execu t e  t h e 
  same
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s a m e  my  s e l f  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  my  s k i l l ,  w h e n  i t 
confessedly belonged to my Office, And,

N o t h i n g  w a s  p l a i n e r  t o  m e ,  t h a n  t h a t  i f  i t 
wa s  my  Pa r t  a nd .  Du ty  t o  Bap t i z e ,  a nd  g ive  t h e 
Lo rd ’s  Suppe r ;  i t  wa s  my  Pa r t  a nd  Du t y  a l s o  t o 
j u d g e  t o  w h o m  t h ey  d i d  b e l o n g ,  a n d  w h o m  t o 
g ive  t h e m  t o :  A n d  by  c o n s e q u e n c e  a l s o,  t o  e x - 
e rc i s e  a  Judgment  o f  my  own abou t  the  su spend- 
i n g  o f  t h e s e  R i g h t s ,  i .  e .  a b o u t  E x c o m mu n i c a - 
t i o n  a n d  A b s o l u t i o n .  O r  e l s e  I  s aw  I  wa s  n o t 
M a s t e r  o f  my  ow n  A c t s  i n  t h e s e  t h i n g s :  A n d  I 
t h o u g h t  i f  I  m u s t  a n s we r  f o r  my  ow n  A c t s ,  I 
o u g h t  t o  b e  M a s t e r  o f  t h e m ,  a n d  n o t  a n o t h e r , 
t h a t  i s  n o t  t o  a n swe r  f o r  t h e m  f o r  m e .  B u t  i t 
i s  we l l  k n ow n  I  c o u l d  h ave  n o n e  o f  t h i s  p owe r 
o r  f r e e d o m  i n  my  P u b l i c k  S t a t i o n .  N o r  wo u l d 
my  Peop l e  own o r  s t and  by  me  in  the  fo re -men- 
t i on ed  d i f f i c u l t e s t  Pa r t  o f  my  Du t y,  s o  much  a s 
to  dec l a re  themse lve s  o f f ended  by  the  Scanda l s  o f 
t h e i r  Fe l l ow - C o m mu n i c a n t s ,  a s  by  t h e  R u b r i c k 
t h ey  a r e  s u p p o s e d  t o  b e .  T h o ’ s t i l l ,  h a d  I  b e e n 
in  some  p l a ce s  where  the re  were  f ewer  and  more 
c o m p l y i n g  Pe o p l e ,  i t ’s  p ro b a b l e  I  h a d  n o t  g o n e 
out ,  i f  I  cou ld  have  gone on s a fe ly  and comfor ta- 
b l y  i n  my  Wo r k ;  e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  I  h a d  t o l d  my 
M i n d  p l a i n l y  t o  t h e  B i s h o p,  i f  t h a t  wo u l d  h ave 
s a t i s f y ’d  my Consc i ence  a s  to  my S in  o f  Sub s c r i p - 
tion and Assent at coming in.

B u t  a s  my  C i r c u m s t a n c e s  we re ,  a n d  my  M i n d 
f r a m e d ,  I  a t  l a s t  r e s o l v e d  t o  w i t h d r a w.  ( N o t 
now to  men t ion  the  B i shop ’s  cha rg ing  me  in  the 
N a m e  o f  G o d  t o  d e s i s t  f r o m  P u b l i c k  E m p l oy - 
m e n t ,  w h i c h  m i g h t  b e  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  h i s  v i o l e n t 
Te m p e r . )  A n d  t h e r e f o r e ,  h a v i n g  i n  s e v e r a l 
S e r mon s  s h ewn  Rea son s  why  a l l  ough t  no t  p ro - 
m i s cuou s l y  t o  b e  admi t t ed  t o  S a c r amen t s ,  e i t h e r 
B a p t i s m ,  o r  t h e  L o r d ’s  S u p p e r ;  I  d i d  i n  t wo 
D i s c o u r s e s  m o r e  a b r i d g e  M r .  B a x t e r ’s  P l e a  f o r
 C 2 Peace,



 [36]

P e a c e ,  a n d  s t a t e  t h e  C a s e  o f  C o n f o r m i t y  a n d 
N o n c o n f o r m i t y,  a n d  R ey r a c t  my  C a n o n i c a l  S u b - 
s c r i p t i o n  O a t h  a n d  D e c l a r a t i o n s  f o r m e r l y  m a d e , 
w h i c h  t h r e w  m e  o u t ,  N o v e m b e r  2 7.  A n .  D o m . 
16 8 7.  a f t e r  I  h a d  b e e n  M i n i s t e r  t h e r e  Fo u r t e e n 
Years.

Th i s  m igh t  s e em to  be  a  ve r y  r a s h  and  de spe - 
rate Action! But it may be consider’d, that,

1 .  I t  w a s  n o  n e w  o r  s t r a n g e  t h i n g .  M a n y 
D iv i n e s  o f  t h e  R e f o r m e r s  we re  a t  f i r s t  Pa p i s t s . 
A n d  m a ny  N o n c o n f o r m i s t s  i n  C h a r l e s  I I .  t i m e , 
h a d  b e e n  C o n f o r m i s t s  b e f o r e  t h e  Wa r s .  B i s h o p 
B e d e l  wa s  p r e p a r ’d  f o r ’t ,  w h i l e  h e  e n d e avo u re d 
t o  r e cove r  t h e  E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  Ju r i s d i c t i o n  o u t  o f 
h i s  Cour t -Chance l lou r ’s  Hand s ,  in to  h i s  own and 
h i s  C l e r g y ’s  H a n d  c o n j u n c t .  A t  l e a s t ,  ( s a i d  h e ) 
I  sha l l  have  th e  b e t t e r  Rea son  and  ju s t e r  Cause  t o  r e - 
s i g n  t o  h i s  Ma j e s t y  t h e  J u r i s d i c t i o n  wh i c h  I  am  n o t 
permitted to manage.

2 .  I  k n ew  I  n o t  o n l y  r e t a i n e d  t h e  s a m e  C h a - 
r i t y,  b u t  t h e  s a m e  E s t e e m  a n d  Ve n e r a t i o n  f o r 
the Lear ned,  Sound,  and Pious  Par t  o f  the Church 
o f  Eng l and  t h a t  I  h ad  done  be fo re,  and  the re fo re 
tha t  I  was  no Sc h i sma t i c k ,  where  I  was  not  Uncha- 
r i t a b l e .  Acco rd ing l y  the  Chr i s tma s  a f t e r  my  go ing 
out ,  I  rece ived  the  Sac rament  publ i ck ly  a t  Framp- 
t o n ,  ( nex t  Town to  my  own)  a t  t he  Hand s  o f  my 
good  F r i end  Mr.  I s hma e l  Bu r r o u g h s ;  ( h e  a l l ow ing 
me  my  Ge s tu re,  f o r  I  d i d  no t  Knee l )  he reby  ex - 
p l a i n i n g  w h a t  I  h a d  d o n e ;  a n d  t o  s h ew,  t h a t  i t 
wa s  n o t  f ro m  S c h i s m a t i c a l  P r i n c i p l e s ,  o r  a n  a - 
vowed  to t a l  Sepa r a t ion ,  tha t  I  had  depa r t ed  f rom 
the  Church  o f  Eng l a nd .  Acco rd ing l y  I  a f t e r  t ook 
a l l  the  Oppor tuni t i e s  to  hear  a l l  the  able  Confor- 
mis t  Mmister s  that  I  could,  in a l l  the p laces  where 
I  l ived ,  re so lv ing  no t  to  depa r t  f rom the  Publ i ck 
E s t s a b l i s h ed  Church  f a r t h e r  t h an  need s  mu s t .  So 
I  wa s  t he  s ame  Man  s t i l l  t h a t  I  wa s  when  i n  my
  Living:
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L iv i n g :  Fo r  t h en  I  h e a rd  a l l  t h e  Noncon f o r m i s t 
Min i s t e r s  tha t  I  cou ld ,  a s  now I  d id  many  o f  the 
C o n f o r m i s t s :  H av i n g  a  h i g h  Va l u e ,  H o n o u r  a n d 
R eve re n c e  f o r  a b l e  wo r t hy  M e n  o f  e i t h e r  Way : 
Tho’ I  exceed ing ly  d i sgu s ted  some o f  the  Di s s en- 
t e r s  t h e reby,  a s  I  h ad  done  s ome  on  t he  Chu rch 
s ide  be fo re.  So  tha t  I  o f t en  thought  and  s a id ,  ( a s 
the s ta te  of  things  i s  in England )  that  I  was  nei ther 
fit for Church nor Meeting. But who can help it?

3 .  I  t h o u g h t ,  ( f o r  a l l  t h e  c r y  a g a i n s t  S c h i s m ) 
tha t  wha t  I  d id  wa s  c apable  o f  a  good  and  cha r i - 
t a b l e  I n t e r p re t a t i on ,  even  among s t  Con fo r m i s t s , 
b y  s u c h  a s  we r e  w i l l i n g  t o  m a ke  i t .  F o r  i n  a 
T i m e  w h e n  t h e  Pe o p l e  eve r y  w h e r e  m i g h t  a n d 
wou ld  h ave  p r iva t e  Teache r s ,  i t  we re  be t t e r  t hey 
h a d  s u c h  a s  wo u l d  t e a c h  t h e m  t h e  Tr u t h ,  t h a n 
t h o s e  w h o  wo u l d  l e a d  t h e m  i n t o  E r r o r .  A n d 
p e rh ap s  i f  mo re  a nd  mo re  a b l e  Con fo r m i s t s  h ad 
s t e p t  a m o n g s t  D i s s e n t e r s ,  a n d  e n d e avo u r e d  t o 
p re s e r ve  t h em f rom r unn ing  t oo  f a r,  ( a s  bu t  t oo 
m a ny  o f  t h e m  we r e  t o o  p ro n e  t o  d o )  i t  m i g h t 
h ave  b e en  t h e  b e s t  S e r v i c e  t h a t  i n  s u ch  a  T ime 
cou l d  h ave  b e en  done  t h e  Chu rch :  E s p e c i a l l y  i f 
the  publ ick  P lace s  they  se r ved in  were  ver y  sma l l , 
a n d  t h e y  h a d  b u t  f e w  Pe o p l e  o f  t h e i r  ow n  t o 
p r e a c h  t o .  N o t  b u t  t h a t  I  d i d ,  a n d  d o  r e a l l y 
d i s s en t  f rom the  Church  o f  Eng l and  a s  above  and 
i n  my  l a s t  S e r mon  e xp re s s e d  bu t  ye t  t h e  s t r i c t - 
es t  Confor mis t s  that  th ink me to Er r  in thi s ,  may, . 
b e l i e ve  m e  t o  b e  S e r v i c e a b l e  i n  t h e  f o r e - m e n - 
t ioned re spec t ,  i f  the  Ref l ec t ion  be  upon my ac t - 
i n g  i n  a  s e p a r a t e  C a p a c i t y.  A n d  my  C o n s c i e n c e 
b e a r e t h  m e  w i t n e s s ,  T h a t  i n  my  m o r e  p r i v a t e 
S t a t i on  i n  a l l  t h e  p l a c e s  whe re  I  h ave  s e r ved ,  I 
h a ve  n o t  b e e n  s p a r i n g  b o t h  i n  P r e a c h i n g  a n d 
P r a c t i s e ,  t o  e x p re s s  my  s e l f ,  a n d  s e t  my  s e l f  a - 
g a i n s t  t h e  Cor r up t i on s  and  E r ro r s  o f  D i s s en t e r s , 
tho’ i t  has  heen so much to my hindrance and di s-
 C 3 advantage
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a d van t a g e  i n  ou twa rd  o r  wo r l d l y  Re s p e c t s .  And 
I  hope  t h e re  a re  no t  many  who  w i l l  t h i nk ,  t h a t 
a  D i s s e n t  f r o m  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d ,  i n  t h e 
m e n t i o n e d  t h i n g s ,  i s  a s  d a n g e ro u s  a n  E r ro r  a s 
t ho s e  o f  t oo  many  D i s s e n t e r s  ( o r  o t h e r s )  wh i ch 
unde r m ine  t h e  Founda t i on  o f  t h e  Ch r i s t i a n  Re- 
ligion.

A n d  t h e r e f o r e  I  n e ve r  d e s i g n ’d ,  b y  m y  g o - 
i n g  o u t ,  t o  N u l l  t h e  O r d e r s  I  r e c e i ve d  i n  t h e 
Chu rch  o f  En g l a n d ,  o r  a c coun t  t h em  Vo i d .  And 
t h o ’ I  n eve r  P r e a c h e d  i n  a ny  p l a c e  p u b l i c k  o r 
p r iva t e ,  f rom the  t ime  o f  my  go ing  ou t ,  t i l l  t h e 
Feb rua r y  f o l lowing ;  ye t  I  re so lved  no t  to  qu i t  my 
Min i s t e r i a l  O f f i c e,  no r  l ay  a s i d e  my  Work ,  (God 
en ab l i n g  me )  bu t  t o  re t u r n  t o  i t  when  I  s hou l d 
be  ca l l ed ,  tho ’ in  a  p r iva te  Capac i ty  in  the  Meet- 
i n g s  o f  Di s s e n t e r s .  Fo r  I  wa s  we l l  a s s u red  i t  wa s 
my Duty  to  Preach  s t i l l  a s  I  cou ld ,  no twi th s t and- 
i n g  I  m i g h t  n o t  b e  p e r m i t t e d  t o  d o  i t  i n  t h e 
p u b l i c k  C h u r c h e s .  M r .  B a x t e r ’ s  A p o l o g y  f o r 
t h e  Noncon fo r m i s t s  P re a ch i ng ,  I  c ou l d  no t  An- 
swe r .  A n d  t h o ’ D r .  S t i l l t n g f l e e t  ( i n  h i s  S e r m o n 
o f  t h e  Mi s ch i e f  o f  S epa r a t i on )  t ake  advan t age  o f 
our  g ran t ing  a  d i f f e rence  be twix t  the  ca se  o f  Mi- 
n i s t e r s  and  the  Peop l e,  a s  i f  t he re  were  no  c au s e 
f o r  t h e  Pe o p l e s  S e p a r a t i o n ,  ( w h i c h  ye t  we  b e - 
l i e ve  n o t )  t h o ’ t h e r e  m ay  b e  o f  t h e  M i n i s t e r , 
a n d  t r i u m p h a n t l y  s ay,  h o w  t h e  f o r m e r  c a n  p r e a c h 
l aw f u l ly  t o  a  P e o p l e  wh o  c omm i t  a  Fau l t  i n  h e a r i n g 
t h em ,  I  d o  n o t  u nd e r s t a n d :  I  t h i nk  i t  i s  e a s i l y  re - 
t o r t e d ,  a n d  a s  p l a i n  o n  t h e  c o n t r a r y,  v i z .  H ow 
the  Peop le  c an  commi t  a  Fau l t  in  hea r ing ,  where 
i t  i s  the  Min i s t e r ’s  Duty  to  p re ach ,  I  do  no t  un- 
derstand.

5 .  T h e r e  a r e  f ew  o f  t h e  C o n f o r m i n g  C l e r g y 
o f  t h e  Chu rch  o f  Eng l a n d ,  bu t  do  p re t end  t o  b e 
o f  t h e  O p i n i o n ,  a n d  t o  s ay.  T h a t  i t  wa s  b e t t e r 
f o r  m e  t o  N o n c o n f o r m  t h a n  t o  C o n f o r m  p a r -
  tially,
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t i a l l y,  and  make  the  Al te ra t ions  in  i t  tha t  I  made ; 
a n d  d i d  m o r e  i n g e n u o u s l y  t o  g o  o u t ,  t h a n  t o 
k e e p  i n  a t  t h e  r a t e  t h a t  I  we n t  o n .  A n d  t h i s 
yo u  s e e  wa s  B i s h o p  W h i t e ’s  S e n s e .  A n d  o f  o u r 
G o v e r n o r s ,  t h a t  m a d e  t h e  Te r m s  s o  h i g h  o n 
pur pose  to  keep  Men o f  my Pr inc ip le s  out  o f  the 
C h u r c h .  To  w h i c h  I  s h a l l  o n l y  s a y :  E i t h e r  i t 
wa s  i nd e ed  i l l  done  o f  me  t o  make  t h e  f o re s a i d 
A l t e r a t i o n s ,  a n d  ve r y  u n re a s o n a b l e ,  u n j u s t ,  a n d 
w i t h o u t  c a u s e ;  o r  i t  wa s  we l l  a n d  j u s t l y  d o n e , 
and upon good grounds.

1.  I f  i t  wa s  i l l  d one.  Why  do  t h ey  make  s u ch 
A l t e r a t i o n s  t h e m s e l ve s ?  W hy  s u c h  I n n ova t i o n s 
i n  t h e  Chu rch ?  I s  no t  Supe r -Con fo r m i t y  a s  b a d 
a s  N o n - C o n f o r m i t y,  o r  P a r t i a l - C o n f o r m i t y ?  I f 
i t  b e  a s k e d .  W h a t  A l t e r a t i o n s  d o  t h e y  m a k e ? 
I  an swe r.  Wha t  L aw  o r  Rub r i ck  i s  t h e re  f o r  t h e 
Peop l e ’s  re ad ing  e a ch  o the r  Ve r s e  i n  t h e  P s a lm s , 
Te  D e u m ?  & c .  W h o s e  C o m m o n - P r a y e r - B o o k 
h a s  t h a t  Ve r s i c l e  i n  i t ,  (Glo r y  b e  t o  t h e e  O  Lo rd ) 
when  the  Gospe l  i s  b id ?  I f  t hey  may  add  and  a l - 
t e r  a t  t h e i r  p l e a s u r e ,  w hy  m ay  n o t  we  a d d  a n d 
a l t e r  a t  o u r s ?  A n d  t h i s  m i n d s  m e  o f  a  Pa s s a g e 
o f  o n e  o f  t h e  B i s h o p s  o f  D u r h a m ,  ( o f  w h i c h  I 
h ave  b e en  c red i b l y  i n f o r med )  who  l y i ng  a t  Tux - 
f o r d  i n  No t t i n g h am s h i r e  i n  h i s  way  t o  Lo n d o n  o n 
a  L o r d ’s  D ay,  h e  r e p r i m a n d e d  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f 
the  P l a ce,  f o r  s ay ing  ju s t  be fo re  the  repea t ing  o f 
t h e  Creed ,  O Lo rd  i n c r e a s e  o u r  Fa i t h ,  o f  wh i c h  w e 
mak e  t h i s  o u r  Con f e s s i o n .  The  B i shop  t o l d  h im  i f 
h e  h ad  been  i n  h i s  D ioce s e,  he  wou ld  h ave  Su s - 
s p e n d e d  h i m  f o r  t h a t  D ay ’s  Wo r k ;  a s k i n g .  W h o 
o rd e r ’d  h i m  t o  s ay  t h e s e  Wo rd s ?  We r e  t h ey  i n 
h i s  B o o k ?  & c .  T h e  M i n i s t e r  a p o l o g i z ’d  f o r 
h imse l f ,  how u sua l  i t  wa s  i n  a l l  p l a c e s  whe re  he 
h a d  c o m e  t o  p u t  i n  t h o s e  Wo r d s ,  & c .  a n d  ( t o 
b e  s h o r t )  t o l d  t h e  B i s h o p,  t h a t  h e  t h o u g h t  h i s 
L o r d s h i p ’s  p ro n o u n c i n g  t h o s e  Wo r d s ,  G l o r y  b e
 C 4 to
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t o  t h e e,  O  Lo rd ,  j u s t  be fo re  the  Gospe l  wa s  re ad , 
wa s  t h e  s a m e  t h i n g ,  f o r  t h e y  we r e  n o t  i n  t h e 
L i t u r g y :  To  wh i ch  t h e  B i s hop  re p l y ’d ,  Nay,  n ow 
t h o u ’s t  m e t  w i t h  m e ,  Pa r s o n ,  —  a n d  c a l l ’d  f o r  a 
G l a s s  o f  S a ck  to  d r i nk  to  h im and  s i l enced  w i th 
this Answer, said no more.

T h e  l i ke  m ay  b e  s a i d  o f  a  g r e a t e r  a n d  wo r s e 
Change  tha t  may  be  added  to  the  ment ion  o f  the 
f o r me r,  v i z .  The i r  t u r n i n g  t h e  Co mmu n i o n - Ta - 
b l e s  i n t o  A l t a r s ,  s e t t i n g  C a n d l e s  o n  t h e m ,  & c . 
s o  d i re c t l y  a nd  exp re s l y  con t r a r y  t o  t h e  L aw,  a s 
I  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t o  t h e  B i s h o p.  A n d  w hy  m i g h t 
n o t  t h e  S u r p l i c e  a s  we l l  b e  l a i d  a s i d e ,  a n d  t h e 
L i t u rgy  cu r t a i l ’d ?  Doe s  no t  t h i s  a s  much  con t r a - 
d i c t  t h e i r  A s s en t  and  Con s en t ,  a nd  Oa th  o f  Ca - 
non i c a l  Obed i ence,  when  bo th  Rubr i ck  and  Ca- 
n o n s  a p p o i n t  a  Ta b l e ?  B e s i d e s ,  i t  m ay  b e  c o n - 
s i d e red  t h a t  t h e  A l t e r a t i on s  I  made  we re  on  t h e 
s ide  o f  the  Refo rmat i on ,  concur r ing wi th the Sense 
o f  ou r  f i r s t  Re fo r ming  B i shop s  i n  the  beg inn ing 

o f  Q u e e n  E l i z a b e t h ’s  R e i g n ,  w h o 
s t r o v e  s o  e a r n e s t l y  w i t h  t h a t 
Q u e e n  t o  h a v e  h a d  t h e  H a b i t s 
a n d  C e r e m o n i e s  t a k e n  a w a y,  & c . 
B u t  i t ’s  p l a i n  t h a t  t h e i r  A l t e r a - 
t i o n s  a r e  o n  t h e  s i d e  o f  P o p e r y , 
u n t o  wh i ch  t h ey  s e em  t o  c a r r y  u s 
b a c k  b y  t h e  v e r y  S t e p s  t h a t  t h e 
R e f o r m a t i o n  w a s  m a d e .  F o r 

when Bishop.  Ridley could not  preva i l  to  have the 
A l t a r s  tu r n ’d  in to  Tabl e s  so  un ive r s a l l y  a s  he  de- 

s i r e d ,  t h e  C o u n c i l  s e n t  d ow n  O r - 
d e r s  t o  h a ve  i t  d o n e ,  w i t h  R e a - 
s o n s  s h e w i n g  h o w  m u c h  m o r e 
p r o p e r  a  Ta b l e  w a s  t h a n  a n  A l - 
t a r ;  e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  t h e  o p i n i o n 
o f  a n  E x p i a t o r y  S a c r i f i c e  i n  t h e 
M a s s  w a s  s u p p o r t e d  b y  i t .  B y

  the

S e e  B i s h o p  B u r n e t ’ s 
Ser mon before  the House 
o f  C o m m o n s  o n  t h e 
T h a n k s g i v i n g s - D ay,  J a n . 
31 .  16 88 .  p .  15 .  a n d  h i s 
L e t t e r  f rom  Zu r i c h  Ed i t . 
Lond, 120. p. 51.--54.

See Fox’s Act. and Mon. 
Vo l .  2 .  p.  70 0 .  And B i- 
shop Burnet ’s  Hist. of the 
Re for ma t ion ,  Vo l .  2 .  p. 
158, 159.
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the  s ame  Rea son  I  migh t  we l l  be  c au t iou s  how I 
r e f u s e d  t h e  S a c r a m e n t  t o  s u c h  a s  w o u l d  n o t 
K n e e l ,  s i n c e  i t  i s  we l l  k n ow n  t h e  O p i n i o n  o f 
Tr a n s u b s t a n t i a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  r e a l  P r e s e n c e  i s 
s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h a t  G e s t u r e  a n d  s o  i t  m a y 
s e e m  a  S y m b o l i z i n g  w i t h  I d o l a t r y.  A n d  t h a t 
the se  Usage s  and  A l t e r a t ion s  made  in  the  Church 
o f  Eng l and ,  were  counted  Innova t ion s  in  the  t ime 
o f  Cha r l e s  I .  i s  p l a in  f rom the  C le rgy ’s  Consu l t a - 
t i o n  t o  r e m ove  t h e m  u n d e r  t h a t  N o t i o n .  O f 
wh i ch  I  r emembe r  t o  h ave  r e a d  on e  r e ma r k a b l e 
Pa s s a g e ,  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  D o c t o r s  o f  t h e  C h u rc h , 
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  C a n d l e s  o n  t h e  A l t a r :  S a i d  h e 
L e t ’s  n o t  l e a v e  s o  m u c h  a s  a n  E m b l e m  o f  a n  u n - 
p r o f i t a b l e  C l e r gy  in  t h e  Chu r c h ,  t ha t  f i l l  t h e  Cand l e - 
s t i c k s  a n d  g i v e  n o  L i g h t .  A n d  t h u s  m u c h  u p o n 
the  f i r s t  Suppos i t ion ,  tha t  my Prac t i s e  was  unrea- 
sonable and unjust.

2 .  But  i f  the  a fore s a id  A l te ra t ions  o f  mine  were 
j u s t l y  made,  and  upon  good  g round s ,  t hen  i s  my 
Nonconfor mi ty  ju s t ,  when I  cou ld  not  be  per mi t- 
t e d  t o  m a ke  t h e m  i n  my  p u b l i c k  S t a t i o n ,  n o r 
a ny  m o d e r a t e  E x p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  Te r m s  o f  C o n - 
f o r m i t y  b e  a c c e p t e d  t h a t  wo u l d  wa r r a n t  t h e m . 
A n d  t h e n ,  w hy  f a c h  a  c r y  a g a i n s t  i t ?  S c h i s m ! 
Sch i sm !  And  why  do  even  tho s e  c r y  up  so  l oud- 
l y  T h e  C h u r c h !  T h e  C h u r c h !  w h o s e  M i n i s t e r i a l 
P r a c t i s e s  i n  i t  a re  so  i l l e g a l ,  a s  i f  t he  Mode r a t e - 
i n g  t h em  we re  t h e  Chu rch ’s  Ru in ,  when  ye t  i t s 
f a r t h e r  R e f o r m a t i o n  i s  s o  n e c e s s a r y,  a n d  wo u l d 
be its Honour and Security?

Nay,  and  ( h av ing  men t i on ’d  i t  a g a i n )  doe s  no t 
t h e  ve r y  H u m o u r  o f  S u p e r - C o n f o r m i t y  m a ke  i t 
more  nece s s a r y  to  be a r  a  l i t t l e  h a rd  on  the  con- 
t ra r y  s ide?  (As  such a s  consu l t  the i r  s a fe ty  wi l l  do 
in  a  Sh ip  o r  Boa t ,  when  i t  i s  in  danger  o f  Over- 
se t t ing)  and to  bend the  c rooked Sta f f  the  cont ra- 
r y  w a y  b e f o r e  w e  l e a n  u p o n ’ t .  w h e n  ( w i t h
  other
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o t h e r  t h i n g s  o f  t h e  l i k e  n a t u r e )  I  h a ve  h e a r d 
Cle rgy-men wi sh  fo r  a  Book o f  Ser mons  appoin t- 
e d  by  A u t h o r i t y  t o  b e  r e a d  A n nu a l l y,  ( a s  t h e r e 
i s  a  B o o k  o f  C o m m o n - P r aye r s )  a n d  b ewa i l  t h e 
wan t  o f  i t  a s  t h e  on l y  t h i ng  l a ck ing  t o  t h e  Pe r - 
f e c t i o n  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d ,  ( w h i c h  wa s 
B i shop  Sande r s on ’s  Sense,  i f  Wal t on ,  the  Wr i te r  o f 
h i s  L i f e ,  wrong  h im no t )  i t  m igh t  we l l  make  me 
p a u s e .  —  W h a t  r e a s o n  t h e r e  i s  f o r  t h e  o n e 
m o r e  t h a n  f o r  t h e  o t h e r ,  I  s a y  n o t ;  b u t  s u c h 
t h i n g s  we re  n o  g re a t  s i g n s  o f  a n  i n c l i n a t i o n  o r 
t e n d e n c y  t o  a  R e f o r m a t i o n .  E x c e p t  t h i s  wa s  t o 
l i g h t  t h e  C a n d l e s  u p o n  t h e  A l t a r  o r  t h e  w a y 
t o  make  a  mo re  i l l um in a t i n g  C l e r g y :  And  t h en , 
wha t  need  o f  Le a r n ing ,  and  Un ive r s i t i e s  t o  p ro - 
cu re  i t ?  And  were  no t  th i s  t o  t ake  away  the  Mi- 
n i s t e r s  O f f i c e  o f  Te a c h i n g ,  a s  t h ey  h a d  t a ke n  a - 
way  h i s  O f f i c e  o f  Ru l i n g ?  (And  they  may  do  the 
o n e  a s  we l l  a s  t h e  o t h e r )  A n d  l e t  bu t  t h e  Pe o - 
p l e  p ro n o u n c e  a l o u d  a  l i t t l e  m o re  o f  t h e i r  L i - 
tu rgy,  and  then  f a rewe l  the  P r i e s t l y  Pa r t  o f  the i r 
O f f i c e  a l s o .  A n d  t h e n ,  w h a t  a r e  t h e i r  L i v i n g s 
and Ecclesiastical Revenues for?

L a s t l y :  A s  I  n e ve r  d e s i g n ’d  t o  l a y  a s i d e  my 
M i n i s t r y,  by  t h i s  A c t i o n ;  s o  I  we n t  o u t  w i t h  a 
f u l l  pu r po s e  and  Re so l u t i on  o f  re t u r n i ng  t o  t h e 
C o m m u n i o n  o f  t h e  C h u r c h ,  o r  r a t h e r  a  m o r e 
p u b l i c k  S t a t i o n  i n  i t ,  w h e n eve r  t h e  B a r  o f  my 
s o  d o i n g  s h o u l d  b e  r e m ove d ;  a s  I  m i g h t  h ave 
done  i f  K ing  Wil l i am ’s  Ecc l e s i a s t i c a l  Commis s ion , 
a n d  t h e  A m e n d m e n t s  m a d e  t h e r e u p o n  b y  t h e 
R i gh t  Reve rend  Commi s s i one r s  t o  t h a t  e nd  h ad 
t a ken  e f f e c t .  And  t ho ’ i t s  t r u e,  humane l y  s p e ak - 
ing ,  there  i s  no  hope  o f  th i s  a s  th ing s  now s t and , 
ye t  i t  i s  decen t  fo r  u s ,  ou t  o f  re spec t  to  our  Go- 
ve r n o r s ,  t o  p ro f e s s  a n d  m a ke  k n ow n  o u r  r e a d i - 
n e s s  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  C h u r c h  u p o n  r e a s o n a b l e 
Te r m s :  A n d  t o  f r e e  o u r  s e l ve s  f ro m  t h e  c h a r g e
  of
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o f  S c h i s m ,  w h e n  i t  s h a l l  b e  a p p a r e n t ,  t h a t  t h e 
cau se  i s  no t  in  u s ,  who Des i r e  to  come in ,  bu t  in 
those who Design to keep us out.

I n  t h e  m e a n  t i m e,  I  h o p e  ( i n  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f 
Chr i s t )  t o  ab ide  i n  the  t r ue  Ca tho l i ck  and  Apo- 
s t o l i c k  C h r i s t i a n  F a i t h  a n d  C h u rc h ,  a n d  i n  t h e 
t r u e  P ro t e s t a n t  R e f o r m ’d  R e l i g i o n ,  a n d  ( a s  t o 
the  Church  o f  Eng l and  so  c a l l ed )  a  mee r  Non c on - 
f o r m i s t  no t  add i c t ing  my  s e l f  t o  any  one  Fac t ion , 
S ec t  o r  Pa r t y  o f  Chr i s t i an s ,  a s  s u ch ,  unde r  wha t 
Denomination soever.

And  i f  ye t  i t  be  demanded .  Wha t  i t  i s  I  wou ld 
h a v e ?  I  A n s w e r :  A n y  j u s t ,  l e g a l  S e t t l e m e n t , 
t h a t  w i l l  n o t  r e q u i r e  m e  t o  c o n t r a d i c t  my  ow n 
Ju d g m e n t  a n d  C o n s c i e n c e ,  a n d  t h a t  w i l l  a l l ow 
me  to  be  Judge  and  Mas t e r  o f  my  own Ac t s ,  and 
p e r m i t  m e  t o  m a n a g e  my  M i n i s t e r i a l  F u n c t i o n , 
a c co rd i ng  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  my  s k i l l ,  a s  a  M in i s t e r 
o f  C h r i s t ,  ( a n d  n o t  o f  M e n  o n l y,  a g a i n s t  m y 
M a s t e r ’s  W i l l  a n d  I n t e r e s t ,  a n d  t o  t h e  Pe r d i - 
t i o n  o f  m y  o w n  a n d  o t h e r s  S o u l s : )  O r ,  t h a t 
w i l l  concu r  w i th  S t .  Pau l ’s  Ec c l e s i a s t i c a l  Canon , 
( R o m .  14 .  3 . )  v i z .  To  R e c e i v e  i n t o ,  a n d  R e j e c t 
f rom  t h e  Commun ion  o f  t h e  Chu rch ,  a c co rd i n g 
a s  Ch r i s t  Re c e i v e t h  o r  Re j e c t e t h ;  s o  f a r  a s  i t  c a n 
b e  k n ow n  by  f i t  c o m p e t e n t  J u d g e s ,  a n d  t h o s e 
M i n i s t e r s ,  a n d  n o t  L ay - m e n ;  a n d  s u c h  a s  k n ow 
t h e m ,  a n d  n o t  s t r a n g e r s :  O r ,  B i s h o p  U s h e r ’s 
R e d u c t i o n  o f  E p i s c o p a c y :  O r ,  K .  C h a r l e s  I I .’s 
D e c l a r a t i o n  a b o u t  E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  A f f a i r s .  A n y 
t h i n g  b u t  S i n f u l  F o r m a l i t y,  C h u r c h  Ty r a n n y, 
and  Fac t ion ,  o r  wha t  wou ld  t empt  me  to  d i sown 
t h e  Re fo r med  Chu rche s  a b ro ad ,  o r  s c a nd a l ou s l y 
s e em to  do  so,  I  wou ld  comp ly  w i th .  In  a  word , 
the  per fec t ing  the  Refor mat ion o f  the  Church ac- 
c o r d i n g  t o  w h a t  wa s  a t  f i r s t  p r o j e c t e d  i n  t h e 
Re ign  o f  K .  Edwa rd  VI .  wou ld  g rea t l y  p l e a s e  me. 
Ye a ,  o r  w h a t  t h e  B i s h o p s ,  W i l k i n s ,  T i l l o t s o n ,
  and
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a n d  S t i l l i n g f l e e t ,  J u d g e  H a l e s ,  & c .  h a v e  m o r e 
l a t e l y  a g r e e d  t o ,  wo u l d  c o n t e n t  m e .  A n d  w hy 
s hou l d  t h a t  b e  t hough t  s o  s t r a ng e  and  b ad ,  t h a t 
K i n g s  a n d  B i s h o p s  h ave  s o  o f t  a c c o r d e d  w i t h ? 
A n d  w hy  m ay  n o t  a  M i n i s t e r  b e  p e r m i t t e d  t o 
h a v e  a s  m u c h  l i b e r t y  a n d  p owe r  a b o u t  M e n s 
S o u l s ,  a s  a  P hy s i c i a n  h a s  a b o u t  t h e i r  B o d i e s , 
who may u se  wha t  Di spensa tor y  he  p lea se s ,  wi th- 
ou t  b e ing  con f i n ’d  t o  an  i l l  cho s en  one  by  L aw. 
N o r  wo u l d  we  e xe r c i s e  t h i s  p owe r  o n  a ny  bu t 
Consen te r s ,  no  more  than  they  do :  Nor  deny  the 
l i b e r t y  o f  d u e  A p p e a l s  t o  s u c h  a s  s h o u l d  t h i n k 
themselves wrong’d.

And  a s  fo r  the  Righ t  Reverend  Fa the r s  the  B i - 
s h o p s ,  I  a m  n o t  a g a i n s t  t h e m  o r  t h e i r  O f f i c e , 
o t h e rw i s e  t h an  a s  t h ey  wou l d  b e  s o l e  Pa s t o r s  o f 
t h e i r  D i o c e s e s ,  a n d  a b r i d g e  t h e  p ro p e r  Pa s t o r s 
o f  t h e i r  t r u e  Powe r ,  a n d  m a ke  t h e m  S l ave s  t o 
them,  in s t e ad  o f  Min i s t e r s  o f  Je su s  Chr i s t ,  wh ich 
m a n y  o f  t h e m ,  I  a m  s a t i s f y ’d ,  wo u l d  n o t  d o . 
And ,  to  speak  the  t r u th ,  I  am so  f a r  f rom in f i l l - 
i n g  o n ,  o r  e ve n  w i s h i n g  t h e i r  D ow n f a l ,  t h a t  I 
could ear nes t ly  des i re  they might  shine in a  higher 
O r b ;  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  wo u l d  b e  a s  A r c h b i s h o p s , 
a n d  r e s t o re  t h e  Pa s t o r a l  Powe r  t o  t h e  Pa ro c h i a l 
C l e r g y,  a c c o rd i n g  t o  B u c e r ’s  P ro j e c t i o n ,  o r  a ny 
o ther  ju s t  Method tha t  might  be  concer ted .  Then 
wo u l d  o u r  C h u rc h  G ove r n m e n t  b e  l i ke  t h a t  o f 
the  Wald en s e s ,  e spec i a l l y  the  Bohem i an  b r anch  o f . 
t h em .  And  I  h ave  l a t e l y  t hough t ,  t h a t  t h e  ma t - 
ter  of  Success ion and Apostol ica l  Frame of  Eccles i- 
as t ica l  Government,  may better be taken from those 
V i r g i n  Chu rche s ,  t h an  f rom the  Pap i s t s .  O  wha t 
E a s e ,  me th ink s ,  s hou l d  i t  b e  t o  t h e i r  Shou l de r s ! 
How can  they  an swer  fo r  a l l  t he  Sou l s  i n  a  D io- 
ce se  in  many Count ie s ?  And to  do i t  by  *  o ther s , 
i s  no t  p rope r  i n  a n  O f f i c e  o f  Sk i l l ,  a s  t h e  Lo rd 
Ba c on  h a th  shewn .  And  i f  t h e  C l e r gy  be  Pa s to r s ,
  let
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l e t  t h e m  d o  t h e  Wo r k  o f  P a s t o r s .  H ow  e a s i e 
shou ld  we  account  our  s e l ve s  i f  they  were  to  an- 
swe r  on l y  f o r  a l l  t h e  Neg l e c t s  o f  D i s c i p l i n e  and 
Pa s t o r a l  Ca re,  and  i f  t h e i r  t a k i ng  i t  upon  t hem- 
selves would excuse us at Christ’s Judgment.

I  k n ow  t h i s  d e s i r e d  R e f o r m a t i o n  i s  a l l  c a l l e d 
P r e s b y t e r i a n i s m !  W h i c h  ( b y  t h e  w a y )  m a y b e 
c o n s i d e r e d  e i t h e r  a s  i n c l u d i n g  L ay - E l d e r s ,  a n d 
t h e n  I  a m  n o  m o r e  f o r  t h a t  t h a n  t h e m s e l ve s : 
B u t  h ow  m e e t  a r e  t h ey  t o  E x c e p t  a g a i n s t  t h i s , 
w h e n  t h e i r  ow n  G ove r n m e n t  i s  i n  L ay - H a n d s ? 
Fo r ,  w h a t  h ave  L ay - M e n  ( o f  w h a t s o eve r  D e n o - 
mina t ion ,  Civ i l i an s  or  Other s )  to  do wi th  Church 
G ove r n m e n t ?  O r ,  i t  m ay  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  i m - 
p o r t i n g  o n l y  t h e  O rd e r  a n d  O f f i c e ,  a n d  s o  i t s 
p l a i n  ou r  B re th ren  i n  Con fo r m i t y  a re  P re s by t e r s 
themse lve s ;  tho  i t  be  Pr i e s t  in  Eng l i sh ,  i t  i s  Pr e s - 
by t e r  i n  t h e i r  O rd e r s :  O n l y  t h ey  t h i n k  t h ey  a r e 
no t  t o  b e  a c coun t ed  P re s by t e r i a n s ,  b e c au s e  t h ey 
a re  f o r  t h rowing  o f f  t he  Gove r n ing  Pa r t  o f  t he i r 
O f f i c e .  T h o s e  C o n f o r m i s t s  t h a t  a r e  f o r  r e t a i n - 
i n g  i t ,  ( a s  m a ny  ( i n  j u d g m e n t  a t  l e a s t )  a r e )  a r e 
P r e s by t e r i a n s  t h e m s e l ve s  a s  we l l  a s  we .  T h o s e 
t h a t  d i s c l a i m  i t  a r e  f o r  o b ey i n g  t h e  D e c re e s  o f 
o n e  a t  a  d i s t a n c e .  S t r a n g e r  t o  t h e  Pe r s o n s  a n d 
C a s e s ,  h ow  c o n t r a r y  s o eve r  t o  t h e i r  ow n  j u d g - 
men t  a nd  Know l edg e ,  a nd  t o  Tr u t h  a nd  Equ i t y. 
H e r e  n ow  t h e  Q u e s t i o n  i s ,  To  w h o m  d o  t h e 
Powe r  o f  t h e  Key s  b e l o n g ?  A  Key  i s  t o  l e t  i n , 
a nd  s hu t  ou t .  Now we  t h i nk  t h e s e  t h i ng s  p l a i n , 
( 1 . )  W h e re  t h e  S a c r a m e n t s  a n d  O rd i n a n c e s  a r e , 
the re  i s  a  Church .  ( 2 . )  Where  the re  i s  a  Church , 
t h e re  mu s t  b e  a  Door ;  e l s e  i t  i s  no  Church ,  bu t 
C o m m o n .  ( 3 . )  B u t  t o  a  D o o r  b e l o n g s  a  K e y. 
N ow,  h ow  c a n  t h e  Wo r k  o f  t h e m  b e  m a n a g e d 
r igh t ,  when (1. )  There  i s  bu t  one  Key-Keepe r  su f - 
f e r ’d  i n  many  Hund red  Churche s ?  And ,  ( 2 . )  The 
I n c u m b e n t  Pa s t o r s ,  u p o n  eve r y  O c c a s i o n ,  h ave
  ten,
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t e n ,  t w e n t y,  o r  t h i r t y  M i l e s  t o  g o  f o r  t h e 
Key.

B u t  a l l  A m e n d m e n t s  o f  t h i s  mu t t  b e  S t i g m a - 
t i z ’d ,  and  P r e s by t e r i a n  mu s t  b e  t he  od iou s  Name. 
Re f o r ma t i on  i s  a  good  Word ,  a nd  a n  e a s i e ,  a nd 
t h ey  a l l  p ro f e s s  t o  b e  o f  i t ;  b u t  t h i s  i s  a  h a r d 
Wo rd ,  t h a t  n o n e  b u t  S c h o l a r s  u n d e r s t a n d ;  a n d 
th i s  mus t  be  made  u se  o f  and  abused ,  tha t  i t  may 
b e  t h o u g h t  b y  t h e  Vu l g a r  t o  b e  a  M o n s t e r ; 
t h o u g h  i t  b e  t h e  N a m e  a n d  T i t l e  o f  t h e i r  ow n 
Order.

A  Ju s t  a nd  n e c e s s a r y  Re f o r ma t i on  t h en  i s  t h e 
d r e a d e d ,  h a t e d ,  a n d  o p p o s e d  T h i n g ,  w h o e ve r 
t h ey  a r e ,  t h o ’ B i s h o p s  t h e m s e l ve s ,  t h a t  a r e  e m - 
p l oy ’d  i n  E f f e c t i n g  i t .  B u t  w h a t  s h o u l d  m a ke 
t h e m  s o  a bh o r  a n d  r e s i s t  i t ?  A n d  eve n  C l e r g y - 
M e n  c a l l  i t  wo r s e  t h a n  Po p e r y,  a n d  c r y,  R a t h e r 
P o p e r y  t h a n  i t ?  Po s s i b l y  t h i s  m ay  b e  p a r t l y  a c - 
c o u n t e d  f o r ,  i f  I  m ay  b e  p a r d o n e d  o n e  l i t t l e 
Story.

The re  wa s  ( a s  I  h ave  b e en  c red i b l y  i n f o r m ’d ) . 
a  Lin co ln sh i r e-Mini s te r  in  the  Time o f  Monmouth ’s , 
C o m m o t i o n  i n  t h e  We s t ,  i n  g r e a t  Pe r p l e x i t y, 
s e em ing l y  a t  l e a s t ,  t o  t h i nk  wha t  wou ld  b e come 
o f  h i m  a n d  h i s  A f f a i r s ,  w h i c h  way  s o eve r  t h a t 
M a t t e r  s h o u l d  g o .  F o r ,  s a i d  h e  t o  h i s  F r i e n d , 
I f  Monmou th  p reva i l ,  we  sha l l  h ave  the  Common- 
P r a y e r  t a k e n  a w a y ;  a n d  I  c a n n o t  p r a y  w i t h o u t 
B o o k :  A n d ,  I f  M o n m o u t h  f a l l ,  i t  w i l l  s e t  u p 
Jame s  s o  h i gh ,  t h a t  we  s h a l l  h ave  t h e  Ma s s ?  and 
I  c a n n o t  r e a d  L a t i n :  B u t  i f  C h a r l e s  I I .  h a d  b u t 
l iv ’d ,  I ’d  done  we l l  enough ,  f o r  I ’m  o ld  D—g a t 
Common-Prayer. Now,

Que r y ,  Whe the r  t h i s  b e  no t  t h e  t r ue  Ca s e  and 
Po l i c y  o f  many  o f  t h e  l oo s e r  C l e r gy ?  On l y  w i th 
t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e ,  t h a t  o f  t h e  two  t h ey  c a n  b e t t e r 
r e a d  L a t i n  t h a n  e n c r e a s e  t h e i r  L a b o u r s ,  a n d 
a m e n d  t h e i r  L ive s ,  a n d  d o  w h a t  a  R e f o r m a t i o n
  would
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wo u l d  r e q u i r e  o f  t h e m .  E r g o ,  R a t h e r  Po p e r y 
t h a n  a  R e f o r m a t i o n  ( c a l l ’d  P r e s b y t e r i a n i s m . )  I f 
t h i s  b e  i t ,  l e t  t h em know,  t h a t  s u ch  a s  t h ey  c a l l 
P re sby t e r i an s ,  con t en t ed  to  the  u s e  o f  a  L i tu rgy ; 
and  po s s ib l y  cou ld  con sen t ,  tha t  such  Se r mons  a s 
Archbi shop Ti l l o t son ’s  should be a l low’d to be read 
a s  H o m i l i e s  by  t h e  yo u n g e r  a n d  we a ke r  ( i f  p i - 
ou s ,  s t ud iou s  and  sobe r )  C l e r gy,  t i l l  t h ey  s hou ld 
b e  ab l e  t o  do  t o l e r ab l y  we l l  o f  t h emse l ve s ;  p ro - 
v ided  they  were  no t  imposed ,  bu t  a l l owed  in  c a - 
s e s  o f  N e c e s s i t y.  A t  l e a s t ,  i f  o u r  G o v e r n o r s 
s h o u l d  s o  t h i n k  f i t ,  t h e y  wo u l d  n o t  r e f u s e  t o 
c o m e  t o  t h e  E s t a b l i s h m e n t  o n  t h a t  a c c o u n t ,  i f 
a n y  o f  t h e  C l e r g y  m ay  b e  s u p p o s ’d  a t  f i r s t  s o 
Weak.

But if this will not satisfie, then,
Q u e r y ,  W h e t h e r  o n e  o f  t h e s e  t wo  t h i n g s  b e 

n o t  c e r t a i n ,  v i z .  1 .  T h ey  t h a t  s o  s ay  ( i .  e .  t h a t 
f a t h e r  Po p e r y  t h a n  P r e s b y t e r y )  a r e  P a p i s t s  i n 
H e a r t  a n d  P r i n c i p l e ?  O r ,  2 .  T h a t  t h e y  a r e  E - 
nemie s  to  the  Refor mat ion  o f  the  Church ,  l e s t  i t 
i n f e r  o r  b r i n g  a f t e r  i t  a  R e f o r m a t i o n  o f  M a n - 
ners also?

Bu t  t h a t  a  Re fo r ma t i on  i s  n e ce s s a r y,  t h e  g re a t 
C o r r u p t i o n  o f  t h e  Wo r l d  s p e a k s .  T h a t  t h e 
Wor l d  i s  s o  b ad ,  i s  v i s i b l e ,  a nd  A l l  s ay  i t .  Th a t 
the se  a re  a lmos t  a l l  ( the  Di s s en te r s  excep ted )  the 
un c en su red  Membe r s  o f  t h e  Chu rch  o f  Eng l a n d , 
i s  a l s o  a s  c e r t a i n .  Now,  e i t h e r  t h e  Ec c l e s i a s t i c a l 
Cou r t -Of f i c e r s  c an  un ive r s a l l y  and  re gu l a r l y  a p - 
p l y  t h e m s e l ve s  t o  t h e  C u r e  o f  t h i s ,  ( s o  f a r  a s 
t h e i r  p a r t  i s  d i s t i n c t  f ro m  t h e  M a g i s t r a t e ’s )  o r 
n o t .  I f  t h ey  c a n n o t ,  c o n f e s s  t h ey  t h e n  t h e  D e - 
f e c t ivene s s  o f  the  Cons t i tu t ion :  I f  they  c an ,  ( and 
do  no t )  con f e s s  t hey  then  the  Cor r up t ion  o f  t he 
Of f i c e r s .  E i the r  o f  t he s e  c a l l s  f o r  a  Re fo r ma t ion 
o f  t h e  E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  Ju r i s d i c t i on ,  a nd  t o  t a ke  i t 
o u t  o f  t h e i r  ( L ay )  H a n d s ,  a n d  p u t  i t  i n t o  t h e
  Hands
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Hand s  o f  such  a s  know be t t e r  bow to  manage  i t , 
a nd  by  s c r i p t u r a l  Rep roo f s  a nd  App l i c a t i on s ,  t o 
me l t  a  Sou l  in to  Cont r i t ion  and  Repentance,  and 
c an  p ray  f o r  the  S inne r,  a s  we l l  a s  admon i s h  h im. 
And  how comes  a l l  t h a t  Comp l a in t  o f  the  Wick- 
e d n e s s  a n d  D e g e n e r a c y  o f  t h e  A g e ?  T h e  V i c e , 
t h e  A t h e i s m ,  a n d  C o r r u p t i o n  o f  t h e  L a n d 
w h i c h  we  r e a d  i n  t h e  Tre a t i s e s  a n d  S e r m o n s  o f 
Con fo r mi s t s  o f  a l l  so r t s ,  i f  t he  Church ,  tha t  su f - 
fe r s  i t  wi thout  Censure,  be  so  so  Pure  and Exce l- 
l e n t ,  a n d  t h e  b e s t  R e f o r m ’d ,  & c .  a s  i s  b o a s t e d ? 
Your g lo r y ing i s  not  good ,  sa id Paul  of  the Church of 
C o r i n t h ,  t h a t  s u f f e r e d  b u t  o n e  b a d  M e m b e r  a - 
mong s t  t h em ,  a nd  i t ’s  l i ke l y,  we re  ye t  p u f f e d  u p 
with the flourishing state of their Church.

B u t  ye t  I  r e j o i c e ,  w i t h  T h a n k f u l n e s s  t o  G o d , 
t h a t  t h i s  Chu rch  h a th  Re fo r med  so  f a r  a s  i t  h a s 
done,  i n  Doc t r i n e  a nd  Wor s h i p,  i f  no t  i n  Man - 
n e r s .  I t ’s  a l l  b e t t e r  s o  f a r  t h a n  w h a t  t h ey  h ave 
r e f o r m e d  f ro m .  I  r e j o i c e ,  t h a t  s o  g r e a t  a  p a r t 
o f  t h e  H o l y  S c r i p t u r e s  i s  r e a d  p u b l i c k l y  i n  a l l 
C h u rc h e s  i n  t h e  E n g l i s h  To n g u e .  H ow  g l a d  a m 
I ,  tha t  the  Sound  Chr i s t i an  Doc t r ine  i s  p re s e r v ’d 
i n  t h e  Chu rch  o f  Eng l a n d ’s  Book s ,  Hom i l i e s ,  Ar - 
t i c l e s ,  a n d  L i t u r g i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  T h r e e 
C r e e d s ,  a n d  t h e  Te  D e u m ;  Tr u t h s  w h i s t l e d  a - 
way  by  t oo  many  D i s s en t e r s ,  and  i t ’s  we l l  i f  no t 
by  t oo  many  a l s o  und e r  a no t h e r  D e n o m i n a t i o n ; 
I  a m  g l a d  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d  h a s  s o  m a ny 
wo r t hy,  l e a r n e d ,  a n d  p i o u s  D i v i n e s  a s  i t  h a s : 
A n d  o f  t h e  E n d e avo u r s  I  h ave  u s e d  t o  p re s e r ve 
among s t  t h e  Peop l e  t h e  d e s e r ved  Repu t a t i on  o f 
t h e  M i n i s t e r s  o f  t h e  P l a c e s  w h e re  I  h ave  l i v ’d , 
a n d  t o  c a r r y  t h e m  w i t h  m e  t o  h e a r  t h e m ,  my 
F r i end s  i n  t ho s e  p l a c e s  c an  be a t  me  w i tne s s ;  t i l l 
t h e  Cr y  wa s  s o  l oud  a g a i n s t  Occ a s i on a l  Con fo r - 
m i s t s ,  and  t hey  we re  condemned  a s  t h e  wor s t  o f 
M e n ;  w h i c h  ke p t  m e  m o re  f ro m  C h u rc h  t h a n  I
  was
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wa s  wo n t .  Po s s i b l y  t h e r e  a r e  f e w  t h a t  r e j o i c e 
more  a t  the  Queen ’s  Bounty  to  them than  I ,  tho ’ 
I ’m  neve r  l i ke  t o  s h a re  a  F a r t h ing  o f  i t  my  s e l f . 
The  Un ive r s i t i e s  a s  such  I  admi re,  the i r  s t ud iou s 
L e i s u r e ,  t h e i r  S o c i e t y,  t h e i r  L i b r a r i e s ,  w h i c h  I 
ea r nes t ly  de s i re  the  Pre se r va t ion o f ,  wi th  a l l  the i r 
Nob l e  F ab r i c k s  a nd  Endowmen t s .  On l y  t h e  Re - 
f o r ma t i on  o f  t h em ,  a nd  o f  t h e  Chu rche s ,  i s  t h e 
T h i n g  d e s i r e d .  W hy  wo u l d  R e f o r m a t i o n  u p o n 
R e f o r m a t i o n  b e  c a l l ’d  Fa l s e  H e r a l d r y ,  a ny  m o re 
t h a n  o f t  s we e p i n g  t h e  H o u s e ,  o r  we e d i n g  t h e 
Ga rden ,  o r  repa i r i ng  the i r  Wa l l s  and  Fence s ?  We 
d e c l a re ,  we  wou l d  h ave  no  Wrong  done  t o  a ny, 
no r  any  body  pun i sh ’d  i n  Body  o r  E s t a t e  mee r l y 
fo r  be ing  Censur ’d  by  the i r  Pa s to r s ,  and  tha t  on- 
l y  w h e n  t h e r e  i s  n e e d ?  a n d  t h o s e  s u c h  o n l y  a s 
h ave  con t en t ed  to  the i r  Ove r s i gh t ,  &c.  I  am no t 
wi thout  a  deep sense  o f  the  Mischie f  o f  our  Div i- 
s i o n s ,  t h e  C u re  o f  w h i c h  I  t h i n k  wo u l d  n o t  b e 
d i f f i c u l t ,  i f  o u r  G ove r n o r s  we r e  bu t  w i l l i n g ,  I 
t h i n k  a  G o o d  S e t t l e m e n t  b e t t e r  t h a n  a  t o o  E x - 
tens ive  Tolera t ion,  yea  a  de fec t ive  one ( tha t  i s  not 
Po p e r y )  b e t t e r  t h a n  a  To l e r a t i o n  t h a t  i s  U n l i - 
m i t ed .  I  cou ld  a lmos t  ven tu re  to  s ay  o f  t he  Mo- 
de r a t e  on  bo th  S i de s ,  ( among s t  whom I  am one, 
t h o ’ t h e  m o s t  U n wo r t hy )  t h a t  I  ve r i l y  b e l i e ve 
the  l i v i n g  Ch i l d  (o f  Re fo r ma t ion )  i s  our s ;  bu t  r a - 
the r  th an  tha t  i t  shon ld  be  cu t  in  p i ece s ,  l e t  the 
Church  o f  Eng l and  t ake  i t ;  i f  i t  mus t  be  so,  and , 
t h e  W i l l  o f  t h e  L o r d  b e  d o n e .  O r  t o  s p e a k 
c l e a r l y,  I  do  be l i eve  tha t  the  t r ue  Method  o f  our 
Peace  and  Pro sper i ty  i s  wi th  the  Modera te  be fore 
men t i on ’d ,  who  h ave  o f t  a g re ed  on ’t ;  bu t  r a t h e r 
than  Pagan i sm and  Poper y  shou ld  ban i sh  Chr i s t i - 
a n i t y  and  Re fo r ma t i on  qu i t e ,  i t  we re  b e t t e r  t h e 
Church  o f  Eng l and  s tood ,  a s  i t  ha s  h i the r to  done, 
than  tha t  a l l  shou ld  be  Ruin ’d .  Tho’ to l e r a ted  A- 
thei sm and Vice wi l l  des t roy any Set t lement in the
 D World,
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Wo r l d ,  a s  s o o n  a s  a n y  To l e r a t i o n  e s p e c i a l l y 
w h e n  C h r i s t ’s  b e s t  S e r v a n t s  a r e  Pe r s e c u t e d ,  a s 
t h ey  h ave  b e en  by  t h em .  Bu t  t h ey  t h a t  w i l l  no t 
unde r s t and  Ch r i s t ’s  Te r ms  o f  Un ion ,  no r  d i s t i n - 
gu i sh  be tween ,  the  To le r ab l e  and  In to l e r ab l e,  bu t 
t rea t  a l l  a l ike,  and wi l l  Beat  the i r  Fe l low-Servant s , 
a nd  e a t  and  d r i nk  w i th  t h e  Dr unken ,  may  know 
w h a t  m u s t  b e  e x p e c t e d  w h e n  t h e i r  L o r d  s h a l l 
c o m e  a n d  f i n d  t h e m  s o  d o i n g ;  w h i c h  m ay  by  a 
Reformation be prevented.

Fo r  C h r i s t  c a n  a n d  w i l l  b e  a n g r y  w h e r e  d u e 
Homage  i s  no t  done  h im ;  even  w i th  a l l  t ho s e  to 
whom he ha th  o f fe red  h imse l f ,  and ye t  i s  re jec ted 
by  them.  And  to  de sp i s e  and  re j ec t  the  Min i s t e r s 
o f  Chr i s t ,  ad ing  by  h i s  Commi s s ion ,  and  a cco rd- 
i n g  t o  t h e  Te n o r  o f  i t ,  i s  t o  d e s p i s e  a n d  r e j e c t 
Ch r i s t  h im s e l f :  Fo r  b e  t h a t  d e s p i s e t h  you  ( s a i t h 
Chr i s t  to  h i s  Di sc ip le s )  de sp i se th  me.  And God to 
Samue l :  They  have  n o t  r e j e c t e d  The e ,  bu t  they  have 
rejected Me, that should not Reign over them.

A n d  h e r e  i t  m ay  b e  c o n s i d e r ’d  a n d  q u e r y ’d . 
Whe the r  Ch r i s t  b e  no t  re j e c t ed  by  t h i s  Gene r a - 
t ion in a l l  h i s  Off ices  of  Pr ies t ,  Prophet  and King, 
by  the i r  re jec t ing  h i s  Mini s te r s  a s  they  a re  Subor- 
d in a t e  t o  Chr i s t  i n  t he  s ame,  i n  t he  Three  ma in 
Branches of their Ministerial Office?

1 .  A s  P r i e s t s ?  W h e t h e r  t h ey  w i l l  n o t  h ave  a 
Mini s te r  to  be  a  Pr ie s t  in  the  sense  he  should  not 

be so,  (derogator y to Chr i s t ’s 
Priestly Office) by joining him to 
an Altar? But deny him to be so 
in the sense he should be, i. e. as 
the Peoples Mouth to God, or 
having to do for Men with God, 
a s  in  P raye r  and  Pra i s e ;  And 
that by denying them the liberty 

o f  any  f ree  Prayer  o f  the i r  own,  but  mak ing  the i r 
P r aye r s  f o r  t h em ,  a nd  t y i n g  t h em  t o  a  S e r v i c e -
  Book;

Ps. 2. 11.

1 Sam. 8. 7.

N o t  t h a t  I  t h i n k  t h a t 
t h e y  m e a n  t h i s  i n  t h e 
g r o s s  Po p i s h  s e n s e ;  b u t 
do they not do that which 
h a t h  a  s c a n d a l o u s  A p - 
p e a r an c e  o f  i t ,  a nd  Ten - 
dency towards it?
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B o o k ;  a n d  by  t h e  Pe o p l e s  a s s u m i n g  s o  g r e a t  a 
p a r t  o f  t h e i r  O f f i c e  i n  t h e i r  vo c a l ,  a ud i b l e  Re - 
sponses? And the like.

2 .  A s  Te a c h e r s ,  o r  P r e a c h e r s ,  ( u n d e r  C h r i s t 
a s  P rophe t )  by  a l l ow ing  t h e i r  s o  s e l dom P re a ch - 
ing ;  by  c l app ing  them down to  S l eep  in  Se r mon- 
t ime ;  o r  t a k i n g  s ome  o t h e r  Book  t o  r e a d  i n  a l l 
the  whi l e ;  and  somet imes  tu r n ing  the i r  back s  and 
g o i n g  p u t ,  a s  I  h ave  m o re  t h a n  o n c e  o b s e r ve d : 
By  magn i f y ing  and  s e t t i ng  up  the  Common -P raye r 
a bove  a l l  P re a ch ing :  By  no t  ende avou r i ng  s ound 
D o c t r i n e ;  a n d  h a t i n g  t o  b e  r e f o r m e d ?  & c .  A n d 
wha t  wou ld  i t  be  i f  they  were  to  have  the i r  Se r - 
mons  made  fo r  them,  a s  many  de s i re,  ( a s  I  no ted 
b e f o re )  a nd  M in i s t e r s  we re  f o r b i d  P re a ch i ng  ( a s 
by  t h e  H i g h  s o r t  t h ey  a r e  f o r b i d  P r ay i n g )  f ro m 
their own Ability and Skill?

A s  R e c t o r s  o r  P a s t o r s ?  B y  t a k i n g  t h e  K e y s 
f ro m  t h e m :  A p p o i n t i n g  a l l  t h e i r  Ju r i d i c a l  A c t s 
w i t hou t  a ny  Adv i c e  o r  Con s en t  o f  t h e i r s :  (Ye a , 
t ho ’ a g a i n s t  t h e  f a i t h fu l l e s t  Min i s t e r ’s  b e s t  j udg - 
men t )  By  the i r  s ay ing ,  a s  they  in  Psa lm  2 .  3.  Le t 
u s  b r e a k  t h e i r  B a n d s  a s u n d e r,  a n d  c a s t  a w ay  t h e i r 
Co rd s  f r om  u s :  By  t he i r  a c cu s i ng ,  ma l i gn ing ,  and 
condemning  Refor mer s ,  a s  Enemie s  to  Cæsa r ,  be- 
c au s e  t h ey  t h ink  t hey  a re  f o r  ano the r  K ing ,  one 
J e s u s ,  ( t h o ’ h i s  K i n g d o m  b e  n o t  o f  t h i s  Wo r l d , 
bu t  we l l  enough  con s i s t en t  w i th  e a r th ly  Empi re. ) 
Quer y ,  Whether  th i s  be  not  a  Refusa l  o f  the  Yoke 
o f  Chr i s t ,  and  t an t amoun t  t o  s ay  o f  h im  a s  t h ey 
in  Luke  19 .  14 .  We wi l l  no t  have  t h i s  Man t o  Re i gn 
o v e r  u s ?  And ,  whe the r  we  have  no t  j u s t  c au s e  t o 
f e a r  t h a t  i t  may  incu r  h i s  Ind i gna t i on ,  a c co rd ing 
to  Ve r s e  27.  o f  t he  s ame  Chap t e r,  wh i ch  made  a 
c e r t a i n  Ru t l a n d  M in i s t e r  s ay  o f  t h e  Long  Pa r l i a - 
men t ,  i n  t he  t ime  o f  Cha r l e s  I .  b e fo re  t he  Ar my 
ga rbled  them.  They  have  r e f u s ’d  t h e  Yoke  o f  Ch r i s t , 
and he will lay them aside? 
  Now,
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Now,  Que r y  f a r the r,  Whether  tha t  Min i s t e r  tha t 
has  a l l  h i s  Prayer s ,  Ser mons and judic ia l  Acts  made 
for him, be not more his or their minister that mak- 
eth or imposeth them, than he can so far be said to be 
the Minis ter  of  Jesus  Chr i s t?  As a  judge,  where the 
Judgment  i s  made  by  o the r s  be fo rehand ,  and  tha t 
that he must g ive (tho’ never so contrary to his own): 
i s  but  a  Cryer ;  so i s  such a  Mini s ter,  ( tho’ Chr i s t ’s 
Cr yer s  we a re  wi l l ing  to  be,  I s a .  58 ,  1. )  but  a s  an 
Apothecary, and not as a Physician.

Not that I think it unlawful for a Minister to read 
a Prayer or a Sermon, &c .  where these are not impo- 
sed,  or not exclus ively of  his  Own Endeavour s ,  and 
where there is  a Var iety al low’d him; because in this 
ca se  he  may make an Act  o f  Judgment  and Choice 
suitable to the People amongst whom he Serves, and 
there is room for the Exercise of his Skill: But where 
he i s  ty ’d up to a  Word in a l l  h i s  Minis t ra t ions ,  he 
is  but as before is  said, and is deny’d the Power that 
Chr ist has g iven him by cal l ing him to the Off ice of 
Ministry in his Church? 

A n d  t h u s .  S i r ,  I  h ave  g ive n  yo u  my  C a s e  a n d  T h o u g h t s 
w i t h  a s  much  B rev i t y  a s  I  c ou l d ;  a nd  a cqu a i n t ed  you  w i t h 
my  poor  Endeavour s  to  d i s cha rge  somewha t  o f  the  Min i s t e - 
r i a l  Of f i ce,  in  a  publ i ck  Capac i ty,  under  the  pre sent  Ecc le s i - 
a s t i c a l  Con s t i t u t i on .  ( no t  w i thou t  j eopa rdy  o f  my  l i f e )  and 
the  i s sue  o f  i t .  Tho’ I  do  not  s ay  but  another  o f  more  Lea r- 
n i n g ,  Wo r t h ,  P a r t s ,  P r u d e n c e ,  P r e t e n c e  a n d  A u t h o r i t y, 
m igh t  have  done  be t t e r ;  o r  even  I  my  s e l f  i n  ano the r  l e s s e r 
P l a ce,  t ho ’ I  am s en s i b l e  o f  my  own Weakne s s  and  De f ec t s . 
The  Lord  o f  mercy  fo rg ive  a l l  my g rea t  Omis s ions  and  Neg- 
l e c t s  o f  t he  j u s t  and  f a i t h fu l  D i s cha rge  o f  my  Duty  bo th  in 
pub l i ck  and  i n  p r iva t e .  I  e a r ne s t l y  d e s i re  t he  Re fo r ma t i on , 
and  ( i n  th a t )  t he  P ro spe r i t y  o f  t he  Church  o f  Eng l and ;  t h a t 
the  Lord  tha t  s ee s  our  ways  would  he s l  u s ,  when there  i s  no 
hea l th  in  ou r  s e l ve s .  I  am one  ( tho ’ the  l e a s t )  o f  tho se  tha t 
wa i t  f o r  t h e  K i ngdom o f  God .  whe re i n  a l l  t h i n g s  s h a l l  b e 
s e t  r i g h t ;  a n d  p r ay,  C o m e  L o r d  J e s u s,  c o m e  q u i c k l y :  B u t  i f 
We re f l e c t  on  Mala c hy ’s  Word s ,  c a p .  3.  1–3.  &c .  and  the  aw- 
fu l  Concer n the  Sons  o f  Levy  have in  them,  i t  becomes  us  to 
remember,  th a t  no th ing  bu t  t r ue  Repen t ance  i s  a  f i t  p repa - 
rative for it. The Lord bless your Labours. I am,

SIR,   Your unworthy Brother, and 
Fellow-Labourer in the Lord’s Work,

JOHN RASTRICK.

F I N I S .
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l. 7.


