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A

CALL
TO THE

Unconverted
TO

Turn and Live,
AND 

Ac c e p t  o f  M e r c y  w h i l e  M e r - 
c y  m a y  b e  h a d ,  a s  e v e r  t h e y  
w o u l d  f i n d  M e r c y  i n  t h e  d a y  o f  
their extremity: 

From the Living God.
By his unworthy Servant

R i c h a R d  B a x t e R .
To  b e  R e a d  i n  F a m i l i e s  w h e r e  a n y  

are Unconverted.

London, Printed by R. W.  for Nevil Sim- 
mons  Book-seller in Kederminster, and  

are to be sold by him there; and by  
Nathaniel Ekins, at the Gun in  

Pauls  Church-Yard. 1658.





The Reason of  
this Work.

I
N  t h a t  s h o r t  a c - 
q u a i n t a n c e  I  h a d  
w i t h  t h a t  R e v e - 
r e n d ,  L e a r n e d  s e r - 
v a n t  o f  C h r i s t ,  B i - 
s h o p  U s h e r ,  h e  

was oft from f ir st to last importun- 
ing me to wr ite a directory for the  
severa l  ranks  of  Profes sed Chr i s t i- 
an s ,  wh i ch  m igh t  d i s t i n c t l y  g ive  
each one thei r  por t ion:  beg inning  
w i t h  t h e  Unconve r t ed ,  and  t h en  
proceeding to the babes in Chr is t ,
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and then to  the  s t rong :  and  mix- 
ing some spec ia l  he lps  aga ins t  the  
severa l  s in s  tha t  they are  addic ted  
to.  By the  suddennes s  o f  h i s  mo- 
t ion  a t  ou r  f i r s t  cong re s s ,  I  pe r - 
ce ived  i t  wa s  in  h i s  mind  be fore :  
A n d  I  t o l d  h i m ,  b o t h  t h a t  i t  i s  
a bundan t l y  done  by  many  a l re a - 
d y ;  a n d  t h a t  h i s  u n a c q u a i n t e d - 
n e s s  w i t h  my  we a k n e s s ,  m i g h t  
make  h im  t h i nk  me  f i t t e r  f o r  i t  
then I  was .  But thi s  did not sa t i s- 
f ie him, but sti l l  he made it his re- 
que s t .  I  con fe s s  I  wa s  no t  moved  
by  h i s  Rea son s ,  nor  d id  I  appre- 
h e n d  a n y  g r e a t  n e e d  o f  d o i n g  
m o re  t h e n  i s  d o n e  i n  t h a t  way :  
nor  tha t  I  was  l ike ly  to  do more.  
And  the re fo re  I  pa r t ed  f rom h im  
w i thou t  the  l e a s t  pu r po se  to  an- 
s we r  h i s  d e s i r e .  B u t  s i n c e  h i s  
d e a t h ,  h i s  wo rd s  o f t  c a m e  i n t o  
my  m i n d :  a n d  t h e  g r e a t  R eve - 
rence I  bore to him, did the more  
i n c l i n e  m e  t o  t h i n k  w i t h  s o m e 
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comp l a cency  o f  h i s  mo t ion .  And  
h av ing  o f  l a t e  i n t ended  to  wr i t e  
a  F a m i l y  D i r e c t o r y,  I  b e g a n  t o  
a pp reh end  how  cong r uou s l y  t h e  
f o remen t i oned  wo rk  s hou l d  l e ad  
t h e  way ;  a n d  t h e  s e ve r a l  c o n - 
d i t i on s  o f  men s  s ou l s  b e  s poken  
of ,  be fore  we come to the severa l  
R e l a t i o n s .  H e re u p o n  I  r e s o l ve d  
by  Gods  a s s i s t ance  to  p roceed  in  
t h e  o r d e r  f o l l ow i n g .  F i r s t ,  t o  
s p e ak  t o  t h e  impen i t en t  Uncon- 
ve r t e d  s i n n e r s ,  w h o  a re  n o t  ye t  
s o  mu c h  a s  p u r p o s i n g  t o  Tu r n ,  
o r  a t  l e a s t  a re  no t  s e t t i ng  abou t  
t h e  w o r k .  A n d  w i t h  t h e s e  I  
t h o u g h t  a  wa ke n i n g  Pe r swa s i ve  
was  a  more  nece s s a r y  means  then  
m e e r  D i r e c t i o n s .  F o r  D i r e c t i - 
on s  suppose  men wi l l ing  to  obey  
t h e m :  b u t  t h e  p e r s o n s  t h a t  we  
have  f i r s t  to  dea l  wi th ,  a re  wi l fu l  
a n d  a s l e e p  i n  s i n ,  a n d  a s  m e n  
t h a t  a r e  p a s t  f e e l i n g ,  h a v i n g 
g i v e n  t h e m s e l v e s  o v e r  t o  s i n 
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w i t h  g r e e d i n e s s ,  E p h e s .  4 . 1 9 .  
My nex t  work  mus t  be  fo r  tho se  
tha t  have  some pur po se s  to  Tur n  
a nd  a re  a bou t  t h e  wo rk ,  t o  D i - 
rec t  them for  a  th rough and  t r ue  
C o nve r s i o n ,  t h a t  t h ey  m i s c a r r y  
no t  i n  t h e  b i r t h .  The  t h i rd  p a r t  
m u s t  b e  D i r e c t i o n s  f o r  t h e  
younger  and weaker  sor t  o f  Chr i- 
s t i an s ,  tha t  they  may  be  s t ab l i sh- 
e d ,  b u i l t  u p ,  a n d  p e r s e v e r e .  
T h e  f o u r t h  p a r t ,  D i r e c t i o n s  f o r  
l a p s e d  and  b a ck - s l i d i n g  Ch r i s t i - 
a n s ,  f o r  t h e i r  s a f e  re cove r y.  Be - 
s ides  these there i s  intended some  
s ho r t  Pe r swa s ive s  and  D i re c t i on s  
a g a i n s t  s o m e  s p e c i a l  e r ro u r s  o f  
the  t imes ,  and aga ins t  some com- 
mon k i l l i ng  s in s .  A s  fo r  D i rec t i - 
o n s  t o  D o u b t i n g  t ro u b l e d  C o n - 
s c i e n c e s ,  t h a t  i s  d o n e  a l r e a d y.  
And  the  s t rong  I  s h a l l  no t  wr i t e  
D i re c t i on s  f o r ;  b e c au s e  t h ey  a re  
s o  much  t a u gh t  o f  God  a l r e a d y.  
And then the la s t  par t  i s  intended 
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m o r e  s p e c i a l l y  f o r  F a m i l i e s  a s  
s u c h ,  D i re c t i n g  t h e  s eve r a l  R e - 
l a t i on s  i n  t h e i r  Du t i e s .  Some  o f  
t h e s e  a r e  a l r e a d y  w r i t t e n :  w h e - 
the r  I  s h a l l  h ave  l i f e  and  l e i s u re  
f o r  t h e  re s t ,  God  on l y  knowe th .  
And  the re fo re  I  sha l l  publ i sh  the  
s eve r a l  p a r t s  by  t h emse l ve s ,  a s  I  
w r i t e  t h em :  a nd  t h e  r a t h e r ,  b e - 
c au s e  t hey  a re  i n t ended  f o r  men  
o f  d i f f e ren t  s t a t e s ,  and  becau se  I  
w o u l d  n o t  d e t e r  t h e m  b y  t h e  
bu lk  o r  p r i ce,  f rom read ing  wha t  
i s  wr i t t en  fo r  t he i r  bene f i t .  The  
use that  thi s  par t  i s  publ i shed for,  
i s  1.  Fo r  Ma s t e r s  and  Pa ren t s  t o  
r e a d  o f t e n  i n  t h e i r  F a m i l i e s ,  i f  
t h e y  h ave  s e r v a n t s  o r  c h i l d r e n  
t h a t  a re  ye t  unconve r t ed .  2 .  Fo r  
a l l  s u ch  Unconve r t ed  pe r son s  t o  
re ad  and  con s i de r  o f  t hemse l ve s .  
3 .  Fo r  t h e  r i c h e r  s o r t  t h a t  h ave  
any pi t ty  on such miserable  soul s ,  
t o  g ive  t o  t h e  un s a n c t i f i e d  t h a t  
n e e d  t h e m :  ( i f  t h e y  h a v e  n o t 
 A 4 fitter 
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f i t t e r  a t  h a n d  t o  u s e  a n d  g i ve )  
The Lord awake us  to work whi le  
i t  i s  day for the saving of our own  
and  o the r s  sou l s ,  in  sub se r v iency  
t o  t h e  B l e s s e d  G o d ,  t h e  M a ke r ,  
t he  Redeemer  and  the  S anc t i f i e r  
of souls.
Decemb. 10.  

1657.

Rich. Baxter. 
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To  a l l  u n s a n c t i f i e d  p e r - 
s o n s  t h a t  s h a l l  r e a d  t h i s  
B o o k ;  E s p e c i a l l y  o f  m y  
H e a r e r s  i n  t h e  B u r ro u g h  
and Parish of Kederminster.

Men and Brethren,

T
H E  E t e r n a l  G o d  
t h a t  m a d e  y o u  
f o r  a  l i f e  E v e r - 
l a s t i n g ,  a n d  h a t h  
R e d e e m e d  y o u  b y  
h i s  o n l y  S o n ,  
w h e n  y o u  h a d  l o s t  

i t  a n d  y o u r - s e l v e s,  b e i n g  m i n d f u l  
o f  you  in  you r  s i n  and  mi s e r y,  ha th  
i nd i t e d  t h e  Go sp e l  and  s e a l e d  i t  by  
h i s  Sp i r i t ,  a nd  c ommand ed  h i s  M i - 
ni s t e r s  to  preach i t  to  the wor ld,  that 
 A 5 pardon 
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pa rdon  b e ing  f r e e ly  o f f e r ed  you ,  and  
H e a v e n  b e i n g  s e t  b e f o r e  y o u ,  h e  
m i gh t  c a l l  you  o f f  f r om  you r  f l e s h ly  
p l e a s u r e s,  a n d  f r om  f o l l ow i n g  a f t e r  
t h i s  d e c e i t f u l l  w o r l d ,  a n d  a c q u a i n t  
you wi th  the  l i f e  tha t  you were  Cre- 
a t e d  a n d  R e d e em e d  f o r,  b e f o r e  y o u  
a r e  d ead  and  pa s t  r emedy.  He  s end - 
e t h  n o t  y o u  P r o p h e t s  o r  A p o s t l e s,  
t h a t  r e c e i v e  t h e i r  me s s a g e  by  imme - 
d i a t e  Reve l a t i o n ;  bu t  ye t  h e  c a l l e t h  
you  by  h i s  o rd i n a r y  M in i s t e r s,  who  
a r e  Commi s s i on ed  by  h im  t o  p r e a c h  
the same Gospel which Chr is t  and his  
A p o s t l e s  f i r s t  d e l i v e r e d .  T h e  
L o r d  s t a n d e t h  o v e r  y o u ,  a n d  s e e t h  
h ow  you  f o r g e t  h im  and  you r  l a t t e r  
e n d ,  a n d  h o w  l i g h t  y o u  m a k e  o f  
E v e r l a s t i n g  t h i n g s ,  a s  m e n  t h a t  
u n d e r s t a n d  n o t  w h a t  t h e y  h a v e  t o  
d o  o r  s u f f e r :  H e  s e e t h  h o w  b o l d  
you  a r e  i n  s i n ,  and  h ow  f e a r l e s s  o f  
h i s  t h r e a t n i n g s,  and  how  c a r e l e s s  o f  
y o u r  s o u l s,  a n d  h o w  t h e  w o r k s  o f  
I n f i d e l s  a r e  i n  you r  l i v e s,  wh i l e  t h e 
  belief 



 1st proof reading draft  

b e l i e f  o f  C h r i s t i a n s  i s  i n  y o u r  
m ou t h s.  H e  s e e t h  t h e  d r e a d f u l  d ay  
a t  h a n d ,  w h e n  y o u r  s o r r o w s  w i l l  
b e g in ,  and  you  mus t  l amen t  a l l  t h i s  
w i t h  f r u i t l e s s  c r i e s  i n  t o r m e n t  a n d  
d e s p e r a t i o n ,  a n d  w h e n  t h e  r e m e m - 
b r a n c e  o f  y o u r  f o l l y  w i l l  t e a r  y o u r  
h e a r t s ,  i f  t r u e  C o n v e r s i o n  n o w  
p r e v e n t  i t  n o t ;  i n  c o m p a r i s o n  o f  
y o u r  s i n f u l  m i s e r a b l e  s o u l s ,  t h e  
L o r d  t h a t  b e t t e r  k n o w s  y o u r  c a s e  
t h e n  y o u  c a n  k n o w  i t ,  h a t h  m a d e  
i t  o u r  d u t y  t o  s p e a k  t o  y o u  i n  h i s  
n a m e,  ( 2  C o r i n t h .  5 . 19 . )  a n d  t o  
t e l l  you  p l a in ly  o f  you r  s in  and  mi - 
s e r y,  a n d  w h a t  w i l l  b e  y o u r  e n d ,  
and  how  s ad  a  c h ang e  you ’ l  s h o r t ly  
s e e,  i f  ye t  you  go  on  a  l i t t l e  l ong e r.  
Hav ing  bough t  you  a t  s o  dea r  a  ra t e  
a s  the  blood o f  h i s  Son Je sus  Chr i s t ,  
and  made  you  s o  f r e e  and  g en e ra l  a  
p r o m i s e  o f  p a r d o n ,  a n d  g r a c e ,  a n d  
e ve r l a s t i n g  g l o r y,  h e  c ommande t h  a s  
to tender al l  this to you, as the gi f t  of  
God,  and to  in t r ea t e  you to  c ons ide r 
  of 
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o f  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  a n d  wo r t h  o f  wh a t  
h e  o f f e r e t h .  H e  s e e t h  a n d  p i t t i e t h  
y o u ,  w h i l e  y o u  a r e  d r o w n e d  i n  
w o r l d l y  c a r e s  a n d  p l e a s u r e s ,  a n d  
e a g e r ly  f o l l ow ing  c h i l d i s h  t oye s,  and  
wa s t ing  tha t  sho r t  and  p r e c i ou s  t ime  
f o r  a  t h ing  o f  nough t ,  i n  wh i c h  you  
s h o u l d  mak e  r e a dy  f o r  a n  e v e r l a s t - 
i n g  l i f e :  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  h e  h a t h  
c o m m a n d e d  u s  t o  C a l l  a f t e r  y o u ,  
and  t e l l  you ,  how you  l o s e  you r  l a - 
b o u r,  a n d  a r e  a b o u t  t o  l o s e  y o u r  
s o u l s,  a n d  t o  t e l l  y o u  wha t  g r e a t e r  
a n d  b e t t e r  t h i n g s  y o u  m i g h t  c e r - 
t a i n l y  h a v e ,  i f  y o u  w o u l d  h e a r k e n  
t o  h i s  C a l l ,  ( I s a i a h  55  1 ,  2 . 3 . )  
We  b e l i e v e  a n d  o b e y  t h e  v o i c e  o f  
God ;  and  c ome  t o  you  d a i ly  on  h i s  
m e s s a g e ,  w h o  h a t h  c h a r g e d  u s  t o  
p r e a c h  a n d  b e  i n s t a n t  w i t h  y o u  i n  
s ea son and ou t  o f  s ea son,  and to  l i f t  
u p  o u r  v o i c e  l i k e  a  Tr u m p e t ,  a n d  
s h e w  y o u  y o u r  t r a n s g r e s s i o n s  a n d  
you r  s in s,  I s a .  58 .1 .  2  Tim.  4 .1 ,  2 .  
B u t ,  w o  a n d  a l a s !  t o  t h e  g r i e f  o f 
  our 
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our souls,  and your own undoing, you  
s top your ears,  you s t i f f en your necks,  
y o u  h a rd e n  y o u r  h e a r t s,  a n d  b r e a k  
o u r  h e a r t s ,  a n d  s e n d  u s  b a c k  t o  
God wi th  g roans  t o  t e l l  h im tha t  we  
have done hi s  message,  but  can do no  
good on you,  no r  s ca r c e ly  ge t  a  sobe r  
h e a r i n g.  O  t h a t  o u r  e y e s  w e r e  a s  
a  f o u n t a i n  o f  t e a r s,  t h a t  w e  m i g h t  
l amen t  ou r  i g n o ran t  c a r e l e s s  p e op l e ;  
t h a t  h a v e  Ch r i s t  b e f o r e  t h em ,  a n d  
p a rd on ,  and  l i f e,  and  h e a ven  b e f o r e  
t h em ,  and  h a ve  n o t  h e a r t s  t o  kn ow  
a n d  v a l u e  t h e m !  t h a t  m i g h t  h a v e  
C h r i s t ,  a n d  g r a c e ,  a n d  g l o r y,  a s  
w e l l  a s  o t h e r s,  i f  i t  w e r e  n o t  f o r  
t h e i r  w i l f u l  n e g l i g e n c e  a n d  c o n - 
t emp t !  O  t h a t  t h e  L o rd  w o u l d  f i l l  
o u r  h e a r t s  w i t h  mo r e  c ompa s s i o n  t o  
t h e s e  m i s e ra b l e  s ou l s,  t ha t  we  m i gh t  
c a s t  o u r  s e l v e s  e v e n  a t  t h e i r  f e e t ,  
and f o l l ow them to  the i r  house s,  and  
speak to  them wi th  ou r  bi t ter  tear s :  
Fo r  l o n g  h ave  we  p r e a c h e d  t o  many  
o f  t h e m  a s  i n  v a i n ;  w e  s t u d y 
  plain-
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pla inness  to  make them  under s tand;  
and  many  o f  t h em  w i l l  no t  under- 
s t and  u s.  We  s t udy  s e r i ou s  p i e r c i n g  
wo rd s,  t o  mak e  t h em  f e e l ,  bu t  t h e y  
wi l l  not  f ee l .  I f  t h e  Grea te s t  mat - 
t t e r  w o u l d  w o r k  w i t h  t h e m ,  w e  
s h o u l d  awake  t h em :  I f  t h e  swee t - 
est things would work, we should en- 
t i c e  t h em  a n d  w i n  t h e i r  h e a r t s :  i f  
t h e  m o s t  d r e a d f u l  t h i n g s  w o u l d  
w o r k ,  w e  s h o u l d  a t  l e a s t  a f f r i g h t  
t h e m  f r o m  t h e i r  w i c k e d n e s s ;  i f  
Tr u t h  a n d  C e r t a i n t y  w o u l d  t a k e  
wi th  them, we should soon  convince  
t h em :  i f  t h e  God  t h a t  m a d e  t h em ,  
a n d  t h e  C h r i s t  t h a t  b o u g h t  t h e m  
migh t  b e  hea rd ,  th e  ea s e  wou ld  s oon  
b e  a l t e r e d  w i t h  t h em :  i f  S c r i p t u re  
migh t  b e  hea rd ,  we  shou ld  s oon  p r e - 
v a i l :  i f  R e a s o n ,  e v e n  t h e  b e s t  
and s t ronges t  Reason might  be  heard,  
w e  s h ou l d  n o t  d ou b t  bu t  w e  s h ou l d  
s p e e d i l y  c o n v i n c e  t h e m :  i f  e x p e - 
r i e n c e  m i g h t  b e  h e a r d ,  e v e n  t h e i r  
own exp e r i e n c e,  and  t h e  exp e r i e n c e 
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o f  a l l  t h e  w o r l d ,  t h e  ma t t e r  w o u l d  
b e  m e n d e d .  Ye a  i f  t h e  C o n s c i e n c e  
w i t h i n  t h e m  m i g h t  b e  h e a r d ,  t h e  
c a s e  wou ld  b e  b e t t e r  w i th  t h em th en  
i t  i s.  Bu t  i f  n o t h i n g  c a n  b e  h e a rd ,  
wha t  t h e n  s h a l l  w e  d o  f o r  t h em !  I f  
t h e  d r e a d f u l l  G o d  o f  H e a v e n  b e  
s l i gh t ed,  who then sha l l  be  r ega rded?  
I f  t h e  i n e s t i m a b l e  L o v e  a n d  b l o o d  
o f  a  R e d e e m e r  b e  m a d e  l i g h t  o f ,  
w h a t  t h e n  s h a l l  b e  v a l u e d ?  I f  
H e a v e n  h a v e  n o  d e s i d e r a b l e  G l o r y  
w i t h  t h em ,  a n d  e v e r l a s t i n g  J oy s  b e  
n o t h i n g  w o r t h ;  I f  t h e y  c a n  j e s t  a t  
H e l l ,  a n d  d a n c e  a b o u t  t h e  b o t t om - 
l e s s  p i t ,  a n d  p l ay  w i t h  t h e  c o n s u - 
m i n g  f i r e ,  a n d  t h a t  wh e n  God  a n d  
man do  war n  them o f  i t ;  What  sha l l  
we do for such souls as these?

Once  more  in  the  name o f  the  God  
o f  H e a v e n ,  I  s h a l l  d o  t h e  Me s s a g e  
t o  you  wh i c h  h e  had  c ommanded  u s,  
and  l e a ve  i t  i n  t h e s e  s t and i n g  l i n e s  
t o  c o n v e r t  y o u r  o r  c o n d e m n  y o u ;  
to change you, or to r i se up in Judge-
  ment 
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ment against you, and to be a witness  
t o  y o u r  f a c e s,  t h a t  o n c e  y o u  h a d  a  
s e r i o u s  C a l l  t o  Tu r n .  H e a r  a l l  
y o u  t h a t  a r e  t h e  d r u d g e s  o f  t h e  
wo r l d ,  and  t h e  s e r van t s  o f  t h e  f l e s h  
a n d  S a t a n !  Th a t  s p e n d  y o u r  d a i e s  
i n  l o ok ing  a f t e r  p r o sp e r i t y  on  ea r th :  
and d rown your  cons c i en ce s  in  d r ink- 
i n g,  and  g lu t t ony,  and  i d l en e s s,  and  
foo l i sh spor t s ;  and know you s in, and  
yet  wi l l  s in,  as  i f  you se t  God at  de- 
f i ance,  and b id  h im do h i s  wor s t  and  
s p a r e  n o t !  H e a r k e n  a l l  y o u  t h a t  
mind no t  God,  and have  no  hea r t  t o  
h o l y  t h i n g s,  a n d  f e e l  n o  s a v o u r  i n  
the  Word o r  Worsh ip  o f  the  Lord ,  o r  
in  the  thought s  o r  ment ion o f  e t e r na l  
l i f e !  t h a t  a r e  c a r e l e s s  o f  y o u r  i m - 
m o r t a l  s o u l s,  a n d  n e v e r  b e s t o w e d  
o n e  h o u r  i n  e n q u i r i n g  w h a t  c a s e  
t h e y  a r e  i n ,  w h e t h e r  s a n c t i f i e d  o r  
u n s a n c t i f i e d ,  a n d  w h e t h e r  y o u  a r e  
r e a d y  t o  a p p e a r  b e f o r e  t h e  L o r d !  
Hea r k en  a l l  you  t h a t  by  s i nn i n g  i n  
t h e  l i g h t ,  h a v e  s i n n e d  y o u r  s e l v e s 
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i n t o  A th e i sm  and  In f i d e l i t y,  and  do  
n o t  b e l i e v e  t h e  Wo r d  o f  G o d .  H e  
t h a t  h a t h  a n  e a r  t o  h e a r,  l e t  h i m  
h e a r  t h e  G r a t i o u s  a n d  y e t  D r e a d - 
fu l  Ca l l  o f  God!  Hi s  eye  i s  a l l  t h i s  
w h i l e  u p o n  y o u .  Yo u r  s i n s  a r e  r e - 
g i s t r e d ,  a n d  y o u  s h a l l  s u r e l y  h e a r  
o f  t h em  a l l  a g a i n :  God  k e e p e t h  t h e  
Bo ok  n ow ;  and  h e  w i l l  w r i t e  i t  a l l  
ou t  upon  you r  Con s c i e n c e s  w i t h  h i s  
t e r r o r s :  a n d  t h e n  y o u  a l s o  s h a l l  
k e e p  i t  y o u r  s e l v e s .  O  S i n n e r s ,  
tha t  you  knew bu t  wha t  you  a r e  do- 
i n g !  and  who  you  a r e  a l l  t h i s  wh i l e  
o f f e n d i n g !  Th e  Sun  i t  s e l f  i s  d a r k - 
n e s s  b e f o r e  t h e  g l o r y  o f  t h a t  Ma j e - 
s t y  wh i c h  you  da i ly  abu s e  and  c a r e - 
l e s l y  p r o v o k e  T h e  s i n n i n g  A n g e l s  
w e r e  n o t  a b l e  t o  s t a n d  b e f o r e  h im ,  
bu t  w e r e  c a s t  d own  t o  b e  t o r men t e d  
D e v i l s.  And  d a r e  s u c h  s i l l y  w o r m s  
a s  you ,  s o  f e a r l e s ly  o f f e n d ,  and  s e t  
y o u r  s e l v e s  a g a i n s t  y o u r  M a k e r !  
O  t h a t  y o u  d i d  bu t  a  l i t t l e  k n ow,  
w h a t  a  c a s e  t h a t  w r e t c h e d  s o u l  i s 
  in, 



  richard baxter—a call to the unconverted

i n ,  t h a t  h a t h  e n g a g e d  t h e  L i v i n g  
God  a g a i n s t  h im !  Th e  w o rd  o f  h i s  
m o u t h  t h a t  m a d e  t h e e  c a n  u nmak e  
t h e e :  t h e  f r o w n  o f  h i s  f a c e  w i l l  
c u t  t h e e  o f f,  a nd  c a s t  t h e e  o u t  i n t o  
u t t e r  d a r k n e s s.  H o w  e a g e r  a r e  t h e  
D e v i l s  t o  b e  d o i n g  w i t h  t h e e  t h a t  
h a ve  t emp t e d  t h e e,  and  d o  bu t  wa i t  
f o r  t h e  wo rd  f r om God ,  t o  t ak e  and  
use  thee  as  the i r  own? and then in  a  
m o m e n t  t h o u  w i l t  b e  i n  H e l l .  I f  
God  b e  a g a i n s t  t h e e,  a l l  t h i n g s  a r e  
a g a i n s t  t h e e :  t h i s  w o r l d  i s  bu t  t hy  
p r i son,  f o r  a l l  tha t  thou so  l ove s t  i t :  
t h o u  a r t  b u t  r e s e r v e d  i n  i t  t o  t h e  
d a y  o f  w r a t h  ( J o b  2 1 . 3 0 )  T h y  
J u d g e  i s  c o m i n g ,  t h y  s o u l  i s  e v e n  
g o i n g.  Ye t  a  l i t t l e  w h i l e ,  a n d  t hy  
f r i e n d s  s h a l l  s a y  o f  t h e e ,  H e  i s  
dead !  and  t hou  sha l t  s e e  t h e  t h in g s  
tha t  now thou d ids t  de sp i s e,  and f e e l  
t h a t  wh i c h ,  n ow  t h o u  w i l t  n o t  b e - 
l i e v e .  D e a t h  w i l l  b r i n g  s u c h  a n  
Argumen t  a s  t hou  c an s t  no t  an swe r ;  
A n  A r g u m e n t  t h a t  s h a l l  e f f e c t u a l -
  ly 
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l y  c o n f u t e  t h y  C a v i l s  a g a i n s t  t h e  
wo rd  and  way s  o f  God ,  and  a l l  t hy  
s e l f - c on c e i t ed  do tag e s.  And then  how  
s o o n  w i l l  t h y  m i n d  b e  c h a n g e d ?  
Then be  an  unbe l i eve r  i f  thou  cans t ;  
s t a n d  t h e n  t o  a l l  t hy  f o r m e r  w o rd s  
w h i c h  t h o u  w a s t  w o n t  t o  u t t e r  
a g a i n s t  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s,  o r  a g a i n s t  a  
h o l y  a n d  a  h e a v e n l y  l i f e .  M a k e  
good tha t  cause  then be fo r e  the  Lord,  
w h i c h  t h o u  w a s t  w o n t  t o  p l e a d  
aga ins t  thy Teac he r s,  and aga ins t  the  
p e op l e  t ha t  f e a r e d  God .  Then  s t and  
to thy old opinions, and contemptuous  
t h o u g h t s  o f  t h e  d i l i g e n c e  o f  t h e  
S a i n t s :  M a k e  r e a d y  n o w  t h y  
s t r o n g e s t  R e a s o n s,  a n d  s t a n d  u p  
then be fore  the Judge,  and plead, l ike  
a man, fo r  thy f l e sh ly,  thy unwor ld ly,  
a n d  u n g o d l y  l i f e .  B u t  k n o w  t h a t  
t h o u  mu s t  h a v e  o n e  t o  p l e a d  w i t h  
that  wi l l  not  be  out fa ced by thee,  nor  
s o  e a s i l y  p u t  o f f  a s  w e  t hy  f e l l o w  
C r e a t u r e s.  O  p o o r  d e c e i v e d  w r e t c h - 
ed  s ou l !  th e r e  i s  no th ing  bu t  a  s l en-
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d e r  va i l  o f  f l e s h  b e t w i x t  t h e e  a n d  
t h a t  a m a z i n g  s i g h t ,  w h i c h  w i l l  
q u i c k l y  s i l e n c e  t h e e ,  a n d  t u r n  t hy  
t u n e ,  a n d  m a k e  t h e e  o f  a n o t h e r  
m i n d !  A s  s o o n  a s  D e a t h  h a t h  
d r a w  t h i s  c u r t a i n ,  t h o u  s h a l t  s e e  
t h a t  w h i c h  w i l l  q u i c k l y  l e a v e  t h e e  
s p e e c h l e s s.  A n d  h o w  q u i c k l y  w i l l  
tha t  day  and hour  c ome?  When thou  
h a s t  h a d  b u t  a  f e w  m o r e  m e r r y  
h ou r s,  and  bu t  a  f ew  mo r e  p l e a s an t  
d r a u g h t s  a n d  m o r s e l s,  a n d  a  l i t t l e  
mo r e  o f  t h e  honou r s  o r  r i c h e s  o f  t h e  
wor ld,  thy por t ion wi l l  be  spent ,  and  
t hy  p l e a s u r e s  e nd e d  and  a l l  i s  t h en  
gone that thou se t tes t  thy hear t  upon;  
o f  a l l  t h a t  t h o u  s o l d s t  t hy  S a v i o u r  
a n d  S a l va t i o n  f o r,  t h e r e ’s  n o t h i n g  
l e f t ,  bu t  t h e  h e a vy  r e c k on i n g.  A s  a  
t h i e f,  t h a t  s i t s  me r r i ly  d r i nk i n g  t h e  
money in an Ale-house which he hath  
s t o l n ,  wh en  men  a r e  r i d i n g  i n  p o s t  
has t e  to  apprehend h im; so  i s  i t  wi th  
you.  Whi l e  you a r e  d rowned in  ca r e s  
o r  f l e s h l y  p l e a s u r e s ,  a n d  m a k i n g 
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mer ry wi th your  own shame,  dea th i s  
coming in post haste to seize upon you,  
and  c a r r y  you r  s ou l s  t o  su c h  a  p l a c e  
and s t a t e,  a s  now you l i t t l e  know o r  
t h i n k  o f .  S u p p o s e  w h e n  y o u  a r e  
h o l d  a n d  bu s i e  i n  y o u r  s i n ,  t h a t  a  
me s s enge r  we r e  bu t  c oming  po s t  f r om  
London t o  app r ehend  you,  and  t ake  
a w ay  y o u r  l i v e s :  t h o u g h  y o u  s aw  
h i m  n o t ,  y e t  i f  y o u  k n e w  t h a t  h e  
w a s  c o m i n g ,  i t  w o u l d  m a r r  y o u r  
m i r t h ,  a n d  y o u  w o u l d  b e  t h i n k i n g  
o f  the  has te  he  makes,  and hearkning  
w h e n  h e  k n o c k e d  a s  y o u r  d o o r :  O  
t h a t  y o u  c o u l d  b u t  s e e  w h a t  h a s t e  
d ea th  make s,  t hough  ye t  i t  have  no t  
o v e r t a k e n  y o u !  N o  p o s t  s o  s w i f t !  
N o  m e s s e n g e r  m o r e  s u r e !  A s  s u r e  
a s  t h e  Sun  w i l l  b e  w i t h  you  i n  t h e  
mo r n ing,  though  i t  ha th  many  thou- 
s a n d s,  a n d  hund r e d  t h o u s a n d  m i l e s  
to  go in the  n ight ;  so  sure  wi l l  dea th  
b e  q u i c k l y  w i t h  y o u ,  a n d  t h e n  
w h e r e  i s  y o u r  s p o r t  a n d  p l e a s u r e !  
then wi l l  you  j e s t  and  b rave  i t  ou t ! 
  Then 
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T h e n  w i l l  y o u  j e a r  a t  t h e m  t h a t  
w a r n e d  y o u ?  T h e n  i s  i t  b e t t e r  t o  
b e  a  B e l i e v i n g  S a i n t ,  o r  a  s e n s u a l  
Wo r l d l i n g ?  And  t h en  who s e  s h a l l  
a l l  t ho s e  t h i ng s  b e  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  
g a t h e r e d ?  ( L u ke  12 . 19 ,  2 0 ,  2 1 . )  
Do you  n o t  o b s e r v e  t h a t  d aye s  a nd  
w e e k s  a r e  q u i c k ly  g o n e ;  a nd  n i g h t s  
a nd  mo r n i n g s  c ome  a p a c e  and  s p e e - 
d i ly  s u c c e e d  e a c h  o t h e r ?  You  s l e e p ;  
b u t  y o u r  d a m n a t i o n  s l u m b e r e t h  
n o t :  Yo u  l i n g e r ;  b u t  yo u r  j u d g - 
ment  th i s  long t ime l ing re th  not :  
(2 Pet .  2 .3,  4 ,  5. )  to  whi c h  you are  
r e s e r ve d  f o r  p u n i s h m e n t  ( 2  P e t .  
2 .8 ,  9 . )  O tha t  you  were  wi se  to  
under s t and th i s ,  and tha t  you d id  
c o n s i d e r  yo u r  l a t t e r  e n d !  D e u t .  
32.29. He that hath an ear to hear,  
let him hear the Cal l  o f  God in this  
day of his salvation.

O  c a r e l e s s  s i n n e r s,  t h a t  y o u  d i d  
b u t  k n o w  t h e  L o v e  t h a t  y o u  u n - 
t h a n k f u l l y  n e g l e c t ,  a n d  t h e  p r e c i - 
ou sne s s  o f  th e  bl ood  o f  Chr i s t  wh i c h 
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y o u  d e s p i s e !  O  t h a t  y o u  d i d  b u t  
know th e  R i c h e s  o f  t h e  Gosp e l !  Oh  
t h a t  y o u  d i d  b u t  k n o w,  a  l i t t l e  
kn ow,  t h e  c e r t a i n t y,  a n d  t h e  g l o r y,  
a n d  b l e s s e d n e s s  o f  t h a t  e v e r l a s t i n g  
l i f e,  whi c h now you wi l l  no t  s e t  your  
h e a r t s  u p on ,  n o r  b e  p e r swad ed  f i r s t  
and  d i l i g e n t ly  t o  s e e k !  (Heb.  11.6 .  
&  12 . 2 8 .  M a t t h .  6 . 33 . )  D i d  y o u  
bu t  know th e  end l e s s  L i f e  w i th  God  
whi c h ,  you now neg l e c t ,  how qu i c k ly  
wou l d  you  c a s t  away  you r  s i n :  h ow  
qu i c k ly  wou ld  you  c hange  you r  mind  
a n d  l i f e ,  y o u r  c o u r s e  a n d  c ompany,  
and  t u r n  t h e  s t r e am o f  you r  a f f e c t i - 
o n s,  a n d  l ay  o u t  y o u r  c a r e  a n o t h e r  
w a y ?  H o w  r e s o l u t e l y  w o u l d  y o u  
s c o r n  t o  y i e l d  t o  s u c h  t e m p t a t i o n s  
a s  n o w  d e c e i v e  y o u  a n d  c a r r y  y o u  
a w a y ?  H o w  z e a l o u s l y  w o u l d  y o u  
b e s t i r  you r  s e l ve s  f o r  tha t  mos t  b l e s - 
s e d  l i f e ?  How ea r n e s t  wou l d  you  b e  
w i t h  God  i n  P r ay e r ?  How  d i l i g e n t  
in  hea r ing,  and l ea r n ing,  and enqu i - 
r i n g ?  How s e r i ou s  i n  med i t a t i n g  on 
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t h e  Laws  o f  God?  (P sa l .  1.2 . )  How  
f e a r f u l  o f  s i nn in g  i n  t h ough t ,  wo rd ,  
o r  d e e d ?  a n d  h ow  c a r e f u l  t o  p l e a s e  
G o d ,  a n d  g r o w  i n  H o l i n e s s ?  O  
what  a  c hanged peop le  you would be!  
A n d  w h y  s h o u l d  n o t  t h e  c e r t a i n  
Wo r d  o f  G o d  b e  b e l i e v e d  b y  y o u ,  
a n d  p r e va i l  w i t h  y o u ,  wh i c h  o p e n - 
e th  t o  you the s e  g l o r i ous  and e t e r na l  
things?

Ye a  l e t  m e  t e l l  y o u ,  t h a t  e v e n  
h e r e  o n  e a r t h ,  y o u  l i t t l e  k n ow  t h e  
d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  L i f e  w h i c h  
you  r e f u s e,  a nd  t h e  L i f e  wh i c h  you  
c h o o s e ?  Th e  S a n c t i f i e d  a r e  c o n v e r - 
s ing  wi th  God,  when you da r e  s ca r c e  
t h i n k  o f  h i m ,  a n d  w h e n  y o u  a r e  
c onve r s i n g  bu t  w i t h  e a r t h  and  f l e s h .  
T h e i r  C o n v e r s a t i o n  i s  i n  h e a v e n ,  
wh e n  y o u  a r e  u t t e r  s t r a n g e r s  t o  i t ,  
and your  be l ly  i s  your  God,  and you  
a r e  m ind ing  e a r t h ly  t h ing s,  Ph i l .  3. 
18 ,  19 . 2 0 .  T h e y  a r e  s e e k i n g  a f t e r  
t h e  fa c e  o f  God ,  wh en  you  s e e k  f o r  
no th ing  h ighe r  then th i s  wor ld .  They 
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a r e  bu s i ly  l ay i n g  ou t  f o r  an  end l e s s  
l i f e,  whe r e  t h ey  s ha l l  b e  e qua l  w i t h  
t h e  A n g e l s ,  ( L u ke  2 0 . 36 . )  w h e n  
y o u  t a k e  u p  w i t h  a  s h a d ow,  a n d  a  
t r a n s i t o r y  t h i n g  o f  n o u g h t .  H o w  
low and base  i s  your  ea r th ly,  f l e sh ly,  
s i n f u l  l i f e ,  i n  c o m p a r i s o n  o f  t h e  
n o b l e  s p i r i t u a l  l i f e  o f  t r u e  B e - 
l i e v e r s ?  M a n y  a  t i m e  h a v e  I  
l o o k e d  o n  s u c h  m en  w i t h  g r i e f  a n d  
p i t t y,  t o  s e e  t h em  t r u d g e  a b ou t  t h e  
w o r l d  a n d  s p e n d  t h e i r  l i v e s,  a n d  
c a r e,  a n d  l a b ou r,  f o r  n o t h i n g  bu t  a  
l i t t l e  f o o d  a n d  r aymen t ,  o r  a  l i t t l e  
f a d i n g  p e l f,  o r  f l e s h l y  p l e a s u r e ,  o r  
a i e r y  h o n o u r s,  a s  i f  t h e y  h a d  n o  
h i g h e r  t h i n g s  t o  m i nd .  Wha t  d i f f e - 
r e n c e  i s  t h e r e  b e t w e e n  t h e  l i v e s  o f  
t h e s e  m e n ,  a n d  o f  t h e  b e a s t s  t h a t  
p e r i s h ,  t h a t  s p e n d  t h e i r  t i m e  i n  
wo rk in g,  and  e a t i n g,  and  l i v i n g  bu t  
t h a t  t h e y  m ay  l i v e ?  Yo u  t a s t e  n o t  
o f  t h e  i n w a r d  h e a v e n l y  p l e a s u r e s  
wh i c h  Be l i e ve r s  t a s t e  and  l i ve  upon .  
I  h a d  r a t h e r  h a v e  a  l i t t l e  o f  t h e i r 
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c om f o r t s,  wh i c h  t h e  f o r e - t h ough t s  o f  
t h e i r  H e a v e n l y  i n h e r i t a n c e  d o t h  
a f f o rd  t h em ,  t h ou gh  I  h a d  a l l  t h e i r  
S c o r n s  and  Su f f e r i n g s  w i t h  i t ,  t h en  
t o  h a v e  a l l  y o u r  p l e a s u r e s  a n d  
t r e a c h e r o u s  P r o s p e r i t y :  I  w o u l d  
n o t  h a v e  o n e  o f  y o u r  s e c r e t  g r i p e s  
a n d  p a n g s  o f  c o n s c i e n c e ,  a n d  d a r k  
a n d  d r e a d f u l l  t h o u g h t s  o f  d e a t h ,  
a n d  t h e  L i f e  t o  c o m e,  f o r  a l l  t h a t  
eve r  the  wo r ld  ha th  done  f o r  you,  o r  
a l l  t h a t  y o u  c a n  r e a s o n a b l y  h o p e  
t ha t  i t  s hou l d  do.  I f  I  we r e  i n  you r  
U n c o n v e r t e d  C a r n a l  s t a t e ,  a n d  
k n ew  bu t  wh a t  I  k n ow,  a n d  b e l i e - 
v e d  b u t  w h a t  I  n o w  b e l i e v e ,  m e - 
t h i nk s  my  l i f e  wou l d  b e  a  f o r e t a s t e  
o f  H e l l :  H o w  o f t  s h o u l d  I  b e  
t h i n k i n g  o f  t h e  Te r r o u r s  o f  t h e  
L o rd ,  a n d  o f  t h e  d i sma l  d ay  t h a t ’s  
h a s t i n g  o n !  S u r e  D e a t h  a n d  H e l l  
w o u l d  b e  s t i l l  b e f o r e  m e :  I  s h o u l d  
t h ink  o f  t h em by  day,  and  d r e am o f  
th em by  n i gh t ;  I  shou ld  l i e  down in  
f e a r,  a n d  r i s e  i n  f e a r,  a n d  l i v e  i n 
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f e a r,  l e s t  d ea th  shou ld  c ome  b e f o r e  I  
w e r e  C o n v e r t e d .  I  s h o u l d  h a v e  
s m a l l  f e l i c i t y  i n  a ny  t h i n g  t h a t  I  
po s s e s s ed ;  and  l i t t l e  p l e a su r e  i n  any  
company, and a l i t t le  joy in any thing  
i n  t h e  wo r l d ;  a s  l ong  a s  I  knew my  
s e l f  t o  b e  u n d e r  t h e  C u r s e  a n d  
w r a t h  o f  G o d .  I  s h o u l d  b e  s t i l l  
a f r a i d  o f  h e a r i n g  t h a t  v o i c e ,  Luke  
1 2 . 2 0  [ T h o u  f o o l ,  t h i s  n i g h t  
shal l  thy soul be required of thee.]  
And  t ha t  f e a r f u l l  s e n t en c e  wou l d  b e  
wr i t t en  upon my cons c i en c e,  I s a .  48 . 
22 .  and  57.21.  [There  i s  no Peace  
s a i t h  my  G o d ,  t o  t h e  w i c ke d . ]  
O poo r  s inne r s !  i t  i s  a  j oy fu l l e r  l i f e  
t h e n  t h i s  t h a t  y o u  m i g h t  l i v e ,  i f  
y o u  w e r e  b u t  w i l l i n g ,  b u t  t r u l y  
w i l l i n g  t o  h e a r k e n  t o  C h r i s t  a n d  
c ome  home  t o  God .  You  m i gh t  t h en  
d raw nea r  t o  God wi th  bo ldne s s  and  
c a l l  h i m  y o u r  F a t h e r ,  a n d  c o m - 
f o r t a b l y  t r u s t  h i m  w i t h  y o u r  s o u l s  
a n d  b o d i e s.  I f  y o u  l o o k  u p on  P ro - 
m i s e s ,  y o u  m ay  s ay ,  t h ey  a r e  a l l 
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m in e .  I f  u p o n  t h e  c u r s e ,  y o u  m ay  
s ay ,  [ F rom  t h i s  I  am  d e l ive re d ! ]  
When  y o u  r e a d  t h e  L aw,  y o u  m ay  
s e e  wha t  y ou  a r e  s a v e d  f r om :  wh en  
y o u  r e a d  t h e  Go s p e l ,  y o u  may  s e e  
h im tha t  Redeemed you,  and s e e  the  
c o u r s e  o f  h i s  L o v e,  a n d  h o ly  L i f e ,  
and  su f f e r i n g s,  and  t ra c e  h im in  h i s  
t emp t a t i on s,  t e a r s  and  b l o od ,  i n  t h e  
w o r k  o f  y o u r  s a l v a t i o n :  Yo u  m ay  
s e e  d e a t h  c o n q u e r e d ,  a n d  H e a v e n  
o p e n e d ,  a n d  y o u r  R e s u r r e c t i o n  a n d  
G l o r i f i c a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  f o r  i n  t h e  
R e s u r r e c t i o n  a n d  G l o r i f i c a t i o n  o f  
your Lord. I f  you look on the Saints,  
y o u  may  s ay ,  [They  a re  my  B re - 
t h r e n  a n d  C o m p a n i o n s . ]  I f  o n  
t h e  u n s a n c t i f i e d ,  y o u  m ay  r e j o y c e  
t o  t h i n k  t h a t  y o u  a r e  s a v e d  f r o m  
t h a t  s t a t e .  I f  y o u  l o o k  u p o n  t h e  
h e a v e n s,  t h e  S u n ,  a n d  M o o n ,  a n d  
S t a r s  i n n u m e r a b l e ,  y o u  m ay  t h i n k  
and  s ay ,  [My Fa ther s  f ace  i s  in f i - 
n i t e l y  mo re  g l o r i ou s :  I t s  h i gh e r  
mat te r s  tha t  he  ha th  prepared  for 
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h i s  Sa int s :  Yonder  i s  but  the  out- 
w a r d  C o u r t  o f  H e a v e n .  T h e  
ble s sednes s  tha t  he  ha th  promised  
me  i s  s o  much  h ighe r,  t h a t  f l e sh  
a n d  b l o o d  c a n n o t  b e h o l d  i t . ]  
I f  y ou  t h i nk  o f  t h e  g ra ve,  you  may  
r e m e m b e r  t h a t  t h e  G l o r i f i e d  S p i - 
r i t ,  a  L iv ing  Head ,  and  a  Lov ing  
F a t h e r,  h a v e  a l l  s o  n e a r  Re l a t i on  
t o  you r  du s t ,  t h a t  i t  c anno t  b e  f o r - 
g o t t e n  o r  n e g l e c t e d ,  b u t  w i l l  m o r e  
c e r t a i n l y  r e v i v e ,  t h e n  t h e  p l a n t s  
a n d  f l o w e r s  i n  t h e  s p r i n g ;  b e c a u s e  
tha t  the  sou l  i s  s t i l l  a l ive  tha t  i s  the  
R o o t  o f  t h e  B o d y,  a n d  C h r i s t  i s  
a l i v e  t h a t  i s  t h e  R o o t  o f  b o t h .  
E v e n  d e a t h ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e  K i n g  o f  
f e a r s,  may  b e  r ememb r e d  and  en t e r - 
t a i n e d  w i t h  j o y ;  a s  b e i n g  t h e  d ay  
o f  y o u r  d e l i v e r a n c e  f r o m  t h e  r e m - 
n a n t s  o f  s i n  a n d  s o r r o w,  a n d  t h e  
day  wh i c h  you  b e l i e ved ,  and  hop ed ,  
and waited for, when you shal l  see the  
b l e s s e d  t h i n g s  wh i c h  you  h ad  h e a rd  
o f,  a nd  s h a l l  f i n d  by  p r e s e n t  j oy f u l 
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expe r i en ce,  what  i t  was  to  c hoose  the  
b e t t e r  p a r t ,  a nd  t o  b e  a  s i n c e r e  b e - 
l i e v i n g  S a i n t .  W h a t  s ay  y o u  s i r s,  
i s  no t  t h i s  a  mo r e  d e l i gh t f u l l  l i f e  t o  
b e  a s s u r e d  o f  S a l va t i o n ,  a n d  r e a dy  
t o  d i e,  t h e n  t o  l i v e  a s  t h e  un g o d ly  
t h a t  h a ve  t h e i r  h e a r t s  ove rcha rged  
w i th  su r f e i t i ng  and  d r unkenne s s ,  
and  the  c a re s  o f  th i s  l i f e,  and  so  
t h a t  d ay  come s  upon  t h em  un a - 
w a r e s ?  L u k e  2 1 . 3 4 ,  3 6 .  M i g h t  
y o u  n o t  l i v e  a  c o m f o r t a b l e  l i f e ,  i f  
o n c e  y o u  w e r e  m a d e  t h e  H e i r s  o f  
Heaven ,  and  s u r e  t o  b e  s a ve d  when  
y ou  l e a v e  t h e  wo r l d ?  O  l o o k  a b ou t  
y o u  t h e n ,  a n d  t h i n k  wh a t  y o u  d o,  
and cas t  not away such hopes as these  
f o r  v e r y  n o t h i n g.  T h e  f l e s h  a n d  
w o r l d  c a n  g i v e  y o u  n o  s u c h  Ho p e s  
or Comforts.

A n d  b e s i d e s  a l l  t h e  m i s e r y  t h a t  
you  b r i n g  upon  you r  s e l ve s,  you  a r e  
the  t rouble r s  o f  o the r s  a s  long as  you  
a r e  U n c o n v e r t e d .  Yo u  t r o u b l e  
M a g i s t r a t e s  t o  r u l e  y o u  b y  t h e i r 
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L a w s .  Yo u  t r o u b l e  M i n i s t e r s  b y  
r e s i s t i n g  t h e  l i g h t  a n d  g u i d a n c e  
wh i c h  t h e y  o f f e r  y ou :  You r  s i n  and  
m i s e r y  i s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  g r i e f  a n d  
t r o u b l e  t o  t h e m  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  Yo u  
t r o u b l e  t h e  C o m m o n - w e a l t h ,  a n d  
d r a w  t h e  J u d g e m e n t s  o f  G o d  u p o n  
u s :  I t s  y o u  t h a t  m o s t  d i s t u r b  t h e  
h o ly  p e a c e  a n d  o r d e r  o f  t h e  Chu r - 
c he s,  and  h inde r  ou r  Union  and  Re- 
f o r m a t i o n ,  a n d  a r e  t h e  s h a m e  a n d  
t r o u b l e  o f  t h e  Chu r c h e s  wh e r e  y o u  
in t rude,  and  o f  th e  p l a c e s  whe r e  you  
a r e .  A h  L o r d !  H o w  h e a v y  a n d  
s a d  a  c a s e  i s  t h i s ,  t h a t  e v e n  i n  
E n g l a n d  w h e r e  t h e  G o s p e l  d o t h  
a b ound ,  a b o ve  any  o t h e r  Na t i o n  i n  
t h e  w o r l d ,  w h e r e  Te a c h i n g  i s  s o  
p la in  and common,  and a l l  the  he lp s  
w e  c a n  d e s i r e  a r e  a t  h a n d ;  w h e n  
t h e  swo rd  ha th  b e en  h ew ing  u s,  and  
J u d g e m e n t  h a t h  r u n  a s  a  f i r e  
t h r o u g h  t h e  L a n d ;  w h e n  d e l i v e r - 
an c e s  have  r e l i e ved  u s,  and  s o  many  
a d m i r a b l e  m e r c i e s  h a v e  e n g a g e d  u s 
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to God and to the Gospel, and an ho- 
l y  l i f e ,  t h a t  y e t  a f t e r  a l l  t h i s,  o u r  
C i t i e s,  a n d  To w n s,  a n d  C o u n t r i e s  
s h o u l d  a b o u n d  w i t h  mu l t i t u d e s  o f  
unsanc t i f i ed  men,  and swarm wi th  so  
m u c h  s e n s u a l i t y  a s  e v e r y w h e r e  t o  
o u r  g r i e f  w e  s e e .  O n e  w o u l d  h a v e  
t h o u g h t  t h a t  a f t e r  a l l  t h i s  L i g h t ,  
and a l l  th i s  expe r i en ce,  and a l l  the se  
J u d g e m e n t s  a n d  M e r c i e s  o f  G o d ,  
t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h i s  N a t i o n  s h o u l d  
h a ve  j oyn ed  t o g e t h e r  a s  on e  man  t o  
Tu r n  t o  t h e  Lo rd ;  a nd  s h ou l d  h a ve  
c o m e  t o  t h e i r  g o d l y  Te a c h e r s,  a n d  
l am e n t e d  a l l  t h e i r  f o r m e r  s i n ,  a n d  
d e s i r e d  h i m  t o  j o y n  w i t h  t h e m  i n  
publ ike  Humi l i a t i on ,  t o  c on f e s s  them  
open ly,  and beg  pa rdon o f  them f r om  
t h e  L o r d ;  a n d  s h o u l d  h a v e  c r a v e d  
h i s  In s t ru c t i on  f o r  t h e  t ime  t o  c ome,  
and be  g lad  to  be  Ruled  by  the  Sp i - 
r i t  w i t h i n ,  a n d  t h e  M i n i s t e r s  o f  
C h r i s t  w i t h o u t ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
Wo r d  o f  G o d .  O n e  w o u l d  t h i n k  
t h a t  a f t e r  s u c h  R e a s o n  a n d  S c r i -
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p tu r e  e v i d en c e  a s  t h ey  h ea r,  and  a f - 
t e r  a l l  t h e s e  m e a n s  a n d  m e r c i e s ,  
t h e r e  shou ld  no t  b e  an  ungod ly  p e r - 
s on  l e f t  among  u s,  n o r  a  wo r l d l i n g,  
o r  a  d r u n k a r d ,  o r  a  h a t e r  o f  R e - 
f o r ma t i o n ,  o r  a n  e n emy  t o  h o l i n e s s  
b e  f ound  in  a l l  ou r  Towns  o r  Coun- 
t r e y s.  I f  w e  b e  n o t  a l l  a g r e e d  a b ou t  
s om e  C e r em o n i e s  o r  F o r m s  o f  Go - 
ve r nmen t ,  on e  wou l d  t h i nk  t ha t  b e - 
f o r e  t h i s,  We  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  a l l  
a g r e e d  t o  l i v e  a  h o l y  a n d  h e a - 
v e n l y  l i f e ,  i n  o b e d i e n c e  t o  G o d ,  
h i s  w o r d  a n d  M i n i s t e r s ,  a n d  i n  
L o v e  a n d  P e a c e  w i t h  o n e  a n o t h e r.  
B u t  a l a s,  h o w  f a r  a r e  o u r  p e o p l e  
f r o m  t h i s  c o u r s e !  m o s t  o f  t h e m  i n  
m o s t  p l a c e s  d o  s e t  t h e i r  h e a r t s  o n  
e a r t h l y  t h i n g s,  a n d  s e e k  n o t  f i r s t  
t h e  K i n g d o m  o f  G o d ,  a n d  t h e  
r i gh t eou sne s s  h e reo f ;  bu t  l o o k  a t  
h o l i n e s s  a s  a  n e e d l e s s  t h i n g :  Th e i r  
F a m i l i e s  a r e  p r a y e r l e s s,  o r  e l s e  a  
f e w  h e a r t l e s s  l i f e l e s s  w o r d s  m u s t  
s e r v e  i n s t e a d  o f  h e a r t y  f e r v e n t  d a i -
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l y  p r a y e r s :  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  a r e  n o t  
t augh t  th e  knowl edge  o f  Chr i s t ,  and  
t h e  Covenan t  o f  Gra c e,  n o r  b r ough t  
u p  i n  t h e  n u r t u r e  o f  t h e  L o r d ,  
t h ough  t h ey  fa l s ly  p r om i s e d  a l l  t h i s  
i n  t h e i r  Bap t i sm .  They  i n s t r u c t  n o t  
t h e i r  s e r van t s  i n  t h e  ma t t e r s  o f  s a l - 
va t i o n ,  b u t  s o  t h e i r  w o r k  b e  d o n e  
t h ey  c a r e  no t .  The r e  a r e  mo r e  o a th s  
a n d  c u r s e s  a n d  r i b b a l d  o r  r a i l i n g  
s p e e c h e s  i n  t h e i r  fam i l i e s,  t h en  g ra - 
c i ou s  wo rd s  t ha t  t end  t o  ed i f i c a t i on .  
How  f ew  a r e  t h e  Fam i l i e s  t h a t  f e a r  
t h e  L o r d  a n d  e n q u i r e  a t  h i s  Wo rd  
a n d  M i n i s t e r s ,  h o w  t h e y  s h o u l d  
l i v e,  and  wha t  t h e y  s h ou l d  d o,  and  
a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  b e  t a u gh t  a nd  r u l e d ,  
a n d  t h a t  h e a r t i l y  l o o k  a f t e r  e v e r - 
l a s t i n g  L i f e ?  A n d  t h o s e  f e w  t h a t  
God  h a t h  mad e  s o  h a ppy,  a r e  c om- 
m o n ly  t h e  by - w o r d  o f  t h e i r  n e i g h - 
b o u r s ;  w h e n  w e  s e e  s o m e  l i v e  i n  
d runkenne s s,  and  s ome  i n  p r i d e  and  
wo r l d l i n e s s,  a nd  mo s t  o f  t h em  h a ve  
l i t t l e  c a r e  o f  t h e i r  s a l va t i on ;  t h ough 
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t h e  c au s e  b e  g r o s s  and  pa s t  a l l  c on - 
t r o v e r s i e ,  y e t  w i l l  t h e y  h a r d l y  b e  
c o n v i n c e d  o f  t h e i r  m i s e r y,  and  mo r e  
h a rd ly  r e c o v e r e d  a n d  r e f o r m e d :  Bu t  
wh en  w e  h a ve  d on e  a l l  t h a t  w e  a r e  
a b l e  t o  s a v e  t h e m  f r o m  t h e i r  s i n s,  
we l eave the  mos t  o f  them as  we f ind  
t h em .  And  i f  a c c o rd i n g  t o  t h e  L aw  
o f  G o d ,  w e  c a s t  t h e m  o u t  o f  t h e  
C o m m u n i o n  o f  t h e  C h u r c h ,  w h e n  
they  have  ob s t ina t e ly  r e j e c t ed  a l l  ou r  
a d m o n i t i o n s,  t h e y  r a g e  a t  u s  a s  i f  
w e  w e r e  t h e i r  e n e m i e s,  a n d  t h e i r  
h e a r t s  a r e  f i l l e d  w i t h  ma l i c e  a g a in s t  
u s ;  a n d  t h e y  w i l l  s o o n e r  s e t  t h em - 
s e l v e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  L o r d ,  a n d  h i s  
L a w s  a n d  C h u r c h ,  a n d  M i n i s t e r s,  
t h en  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  d e ad ly  s i n s.  Th i s  
i s  t h e  d o l e f u l l  c a s e  o f  Eng l and .  We  
h a v e  M a g i s t r a t e s  t h a t  c o u n t e n a n c e  
t h e  way s  o f  God l in e s s ;  and  a  happy  
o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  U n i t y  a n d  R e f o r - 
m a t i o n  i s  b e f o r e  u s,  a n d  f a i t h f u l l  
M i n i s t e r s  l o n g  t o  s e e  t h e  r i g h t  o r - 
d e r i n g  o f  t h e  C h u r c h ,  a n d  o f  t h e 
  Ordi-
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Ord i n a n c e s  o f  Go d ;  bu t  t h e  p ow e r  
o f  s i n  i n  o u r  p e o p l e  d o t h  f r u s t r a t e  
a l m o s t  a l l .  N o w h e r e  a l m o s t  c a n  a  
fa i t h f u l l  Min i s t e r  s e t  up  t h e  unque - 
s t i o n a b l e  D i s c i p l i n e  o f  C h r i s t ,  o r  
pu t  b a c k  t h e  mo s t  s c anda l ou s  imp e - 
n i t e n t  s i nn e r s  f r om  t h e  Commun i on  
o f  t h e  Chu r c h ,  and  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  
t h e  Sa c ramen t s,  bu t  t h e  mo s t  o f  t h e  
peop l e  ra i l  a t  them, and r ev i s e  them;  
a s  i f  t h e s e  i g n o r a n t  c a r e l e s s  s o u l s  
w e r e  w i s e r  t h e n  t h e i r  t e a c h e r s,  o r  
t h en  God  h ims e l f ;  and  f i t t e r  t o  ru l e  
t h e  Chu r c h  t h en  t h e y.  And  t hu s  i n  
th e  day  o f  ou r  v i s i t a t i on ,  when  God  
ca l l s  upon us  t o  Re fo rm h i s  Chur c h ,  
t h o u g h  M a g i s t r a t e s  s e e m  w i l l i n g ,  
a n d  f a i t h f u l  M i n i s t e r s  a r e  w i l l i n g,  
y e t  a r e  t h e  mu l t i t u d e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  
s t i l l  u n w i l l i n g ,  a n d  s i n  h a t h  s o  
b l i n d e d  t h e m  a n d  h a r d n e d  t h e i r  
h e a r t s,  t h a t  e v e n  i n  t h e s e  d ay s  o f  
L i g h t  a n d  G ra c e ,  t h e y  a r e  t h e  o b - 
s t i n a t e  en em i e s  o f  L i gh t  and  Gra c e,  
and wi l l  no t  be  b rought  by  the  Cal l s 
  of 
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o f  God,  t o  s e e  the i r  f o l ly,  and  know  
wh a t  i s  f o r  t h e i r  g o o d .  O  t h a t  t h e  
p eop l e  o f  Eng l and  knew a t  l ea s t  in  
th i s  the i r  day  the  th ing s  tha t  be- 
l o n g  u n t o  t h e i r  p e a c e ,  b e f o r e  
they are hid f rom their  eyes !  Luke  
19.42.

O  f o o l i s h  m i s e r a b l e  s o u l s !  ( G a l .  
3 . 1 . )  w h o  h a t h  b e w i t c h e d  y o u r  
m i nd s  i n t o  s u c h  madn e s s,  a nd  you r  
hea r t s  in to  suc h a  deadnes s,  tha t  you  
s h o u l d  b e  s u c h  m o r t a l  e n e m i e s  t o  
you r  s e l ve s,  and  g o  on  s o  ob s t i na t e - 
l y  t owa rd s  d amna t i o n ,  t h a t  n e i t h e r  
t h e  wo rd  o f  God ,  n o r  t h e  p e r swa s i - 
o n s  o f  m en  c a n  c h an g e  you r  m i nd s,  
o r  ho l d  you r  hand s,  o r  s t op  you  t i l l  
you  a r e  p a s t  r emedy !  We l l ,  s i nn e r s !  
t h i s  l i f e  w i l l  n o t  l a s t  a lwaye s,  t h i s  
pat i ence  wi l l  not  wai t  upon you s t i l l .  
Do  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  y o u  s h a l l  a bu s e  
y o u r  M a k e r  a n d  R e d e e m e r,  a n d  
s e r v e  h i s  e n em i e s,  a n d  d e b a s e  y o u r  
s o u l s,  a n d  t r o u b l e  t h e  w o r l d ,  a n d  
w rong  t h e  Chu r c h ,  and  r ep r oa c h  t h e 
  godly, 
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g o d l y,  a n d  g r i e v e  y o u r  Te a c h e r s ,  
and  h inde r  r e f o rma t i on ,  and  a l l  t h i s  
u p o n  f r e e  c o s t .  Yo u  k n o w  n o t  y e t  
w h a t  t h i s  mu s t  c o s t  y o u ;  b u t  y o u  
mu s t  s h o r t l y  k n ow,  wh e n  t h e  r i g h - 
t e o u s  God  s h a l l  t a k e  y o u  i n  h and ,  
who wi l l  handle  you in another  man- 
n e r  t h e n  t h e  s h a r p e s t  M a g i s t r a t e s,  
o r  t h e  p l a i n e s t  d e a l i n g  Pa s t o r s  d i d ,  
u n l e s s  y o u  p r e v e n t  t h e  e v e r l a s t i n g  
t o rmen t s  by  a  s ound  c onve r s i on ,  and  
a  speedy obeying o f  the  Cal l  o f  God .  
He  t h a t  h a th  an  e a r  t o  he a r,  l e t  
h im hea r,  whi l e  me r c y  ha th  a  vo i c e  
to Call! 

O n e  d e s p e r a t e  O b j e c t i o n  ( w h i c h  
I  h a v e  a f t e r  t o u c h e d ,  bu t  w i t h  t o o  
mu c h  b r e v i t y )  I  f i n d  s t i c k s  c l o s e  t o  
t h e  h e a r t s  o f  m a ny  u n g o d l y  m e n .  
Th ey  t h i nk  t h a t  God  do th  no t  s o  
much care what  men think or say,  
o r  do,  a s  we  pe r swade  them,  and  
therefore they care so l i t t le  them- 
s e l ve s .  Fo r  t h e  c o n v i n c i n g  o f  s u c h  
Athe i s t i ca l  men as  these,  I  sha l l  p ro-
  pound 
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pound these following Question,
1 .  D o s t  t h o u  t h i n k  G o d  c a r e t h  

whether  thou be a  man or  not?  I f  
no t ,  Who made  th e e,  and  p r e s e r ve th  
t h e e ?  I f  h e  d o  t h e n  s u r e  h e  c a r e t h  
wh e t h e r  t h ou  b ehave  thy  s e l f  a s  a  
m a n .  N o  m a n  i s  s o  f o o l i s h  a s  t o  
m a k e  a ny  i n s t r u m e n t ,  o r  b u i l d  a n  
house, or a ship, and not to care when  
he  ha th  done,  whe the r  i t  b e  good  f o r  
t h e  u s e  h e  mad e  i t  f o r ?  Do  n o t  f o r  
s hame  th en  impu t e  su c h  f o l ly  t o  t h e  
Go d  o f  W i s d om ,  a s  i f  h e  m a d e  s o  
n o b l e  a  c r e a t u r e  a s  m a n ,  a n d  e n - 
d o w e d  h i m  w i t h  s u c h  n o b l e  f a c u l - 
t i e s,  a n d  a l l  f o r  n o t h i n g ;  a n d  c a - 
r e t h  n o t  w h a t  b e c o m e t h  o f  h i m  
w h e n  h e  h a t h  d o n e .  W h y  s h o u l d  
G o d  g i v e  t h e e  a  m i n d  t h a t  c a n  
k n o w  h i m ;  a n d  a  h e a r t  t h a t  c a n  
l o v e  h i m ,  i f  h e  c a r e d  n o t  w h e t h e r  
thou know him, and love him or  not?  
Do you no t  s e e  tha t  in  the  c ou r s e  o f  
n a t u r e  e v e r y  t h i n g  i s  f i t t e d  t o  i t s  
u s e?  The  bea s t s  know no t  God,  no r 
  are 
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a r e  c a p a b l e  o f  l o v i n g  h im ,  b e c a u s e  
th ey  we r e  made  f o r  no  su c h  u s e ;  bu t  
t hy  c ap a c i t y  s h ew s  t h a t  t h o u  wa s t  
m a d e  f o r  G o d ,  a n d  f o r  a  l i f e  t o  
come.

2 .  D o s t  t h o u  t h i n k  t h a t  G o d  i s  
eve r ywhere  p re sen t ,  and  in f in i t e,  
and Al-suf f ic ient?  I f  no t ,  thou dos t  
n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  h e  i s  God ;  And  i t  
i s  un r ea sonabl e  t o  imag ine  tha t  God  
h a t h  m a d e  a  w o r l d  t h a t  i s  g r e a t e r  
a n d  m o r e  e x t e n s i v e  o r  c o m p r e h e n - 
s i ve  th en  h imse l f :  f o r  none  c an  c om- 
mu n i c a t e  m o r e  t h e n  h e  h a t h .  B u t  
i f  t h o u  a r t  f o r c e d  t o  c o n f e s s  t h a t  
God  i s  e ve r ywhe r e,  and  a s  su f f i c i en t  
f o r  e v e r y  s i n g l e  m a n  a s  i f  h e  h a d  
n e v e r  a n o t h e r  c r e a t u r e  t o  r e g a r d ,  
you  mus t  n e ed s  c on f e s s  t h en  tha t  h e  
i s  n o t  c a r e l e s s  o f  t h e  h e a r t s  a n d  
waye s  o f  t h e  Son s  o f  men :  Fo r  t h ey  
a r e  t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  s t i l l  b e f o r e  h i s  
e y e s.  I t  i s  b a s e  a n d  b l a s p h e m o u s  
t h o u g h t s  o f  God ,  a s  i f  h e  w e r e  l i - 
m i t e d ,  a b s e n t  o r  i n s u f f i c i e n t ,  t h a t 
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mak e s  m en  t h i n k  h im  s o  r e g a rd l e s s  
of their hearts and ways. 

3 .  D o s t  t h o u  t h i n k  t h a t  G o d  
c a re t h  wha t  b e come s  o f  t hy  bo - 
dy ?  Whe t h e r  t h o u  b e  s i c k  o r  w e l l ?  
w h e t h e r  t h o u  l i v e  o r  d i e ?  I f  n o t ,  
then how comest thou by thy l i fe,  and  
h e a l t h ,  a n d  m e r c i e s ?  I f  t h e y  c o m e  
f r om any  o th e r  f oun ta in - t e l l  u s  f r om  
wh en c e ;  I s  i t  n o t  t o  God  t h a t  t h ou  
p r ay e s t  f o r  l i f e  a n d  h e a l t h ?  Da r e s t  
thou say  to  h im ,  I  wi l l  not  depend  
upon thee? I  wil l  not be beholden  
t o  t h e e  f o r  t h e  l i f e  a nd  me rc i e s  
o f  a n o t h e r  d ay ?  I f  s o,  t h e n  t h o u  
a r t  a  b l i n d e d  A t h e i s t .  Bu t  i f  t h o u  
t h i nk  God  c a r e s  f o r  t hy  b ody,  c an s t  
t h o u  t h i n k  h e  c a r e s  n o t  m o r e  f o r  
t hy  s o u l ?  I f  h e  mu s t  r e g a rd  t o  f u r - 
n i s h  t h e e  w i t h  m e r c i e s ,  h e  w i l l  
s u r e  h a v e  a  r e g a r d  w h e t h e r  t h o u  
L o v e  a n d  L i v e  t o  h i m  t h a t  g a v e  
them.

4 .  D o s t  t h o u  b e l i e v e  t h a t  G o d  
i s  the  Gover nour  o f  the  wor ld  or 
  not? 
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no t ?  I f  n o t ,  t h e n  t h e r e  c a n  b e  no  
r i g h t f u l l  Gove r nmen t .  Fo r  a s  n o  
I u s t i c e  o f  P e a c e  c a n  h a v e  P o w e r  
bu t  f r om  t h e  S o v e r a i g n ,  s o  n o  S o - 
v e r a i g n  c a n  h a v e  p o w e r  b u t  f r o m  
G o d ,  n o r  b e  a  l a w f u l  G o v e r n o u r  
b u t  u n d e r  h i m .  A n d  t h e n  a l l  t h e  
wo r l d  wou l d  b e  t u r n ed  i n t o  c on fu s i - 
o n .  Bu t  i f  t h o u  mu s t  n e e d s  c o n f e s s  
t h a t  G o d  i s  t h e  G o v e r n o u r  o f  t h e  
wo r l d ,  wha t  an  unw i s e,  un r i g h t e ou s  
Gove r n ou r  wou l d s t  t h ou  mak e  h im ,  
i f  t h ou  t h i nk  t h a t  h e  r e g a rd e t h  n o t  
t h e  h e a r t s  a nd  way s  o f  t h o s e  whom  
h e  d o th  g ove r n?  Th i s  s t i l l  i s  bu t  t o  
deny him to be God.

5 .  I f  G o d  d o  n o t  c a r e  s o  m u c h  
w h a t  i s  i n  o u r  h e a r t s,  o r  w h a t  w e  
d o ,  W hy  t h e n  wo u l d  h e  m a ke  a  
Law for our hear ts, and words, and  
way s ?  Wou ld  h e  command  u s  t h a t  
wh i c h  h e  d o t h  n o t  c a r e  f o r ?  Wou l d  
be so str i c t ly forbid us sin, i f  he were  
i n d i f f e r e n t ,  w h e t h e r  w e  s i n  o r  n o ?  
Would he  promise e t e r na l  l i f e  to  the 
  holy 
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h o l y  a n d  o b e d i e n t ,  i f  h e  c a r e  n o t  
whe t h e r  we  b e  h o ly  and  o b ed i en t  o r  
n o ?  w ou l d  h e  t h re a t en  He l l  t o  a l l  
tha t  a r e  ungod ly,  i f  he  ca r e  no t  whe- 
t h e r  w e  w e r e  g o d ly  o r  n o t ?  Da r e s t  
t h o u  s a y  t h a t  t h e  A l m i g h t y  H o l y  
God  i s  f a i n  t o  r u l e  t h e  wo r l d  by  a  
L i e,  and  t o  d e c e i ve  men  i n t o  o b ed i - 
e n c e ?  Ye a  t h e  v e r y  L a w  o f  n a t u r e  
i t  se l f  doth conta in not  only  precepts  
o f  ou r  du ty,  bu t  the  Hopes  and f ea r s  
o f  a  L i f e  t o  c o m e ,  w i t h o u t  w h i c h  
t h e  w o r l d  c o u l d  n o t  b e  g o v e r n e d !  
And c e r ta in ly  they  a r e  no  de c e i t s,  by  
whi ch are  in f in i t e  Wisdom, and Pow- 
e r,  a n d  G o o d n e s s  d o t h  g o v e r n  t h e  
world.

6 .  I f  G o d  d i d  n o t  m u c h  r e g a r d  
o u r  h e a r t s  a n d  l i v e s,  w hy  d o t h  h e  
make a l l  the world to be our Ser- 
va n t s ?  D o t h  h e  g i v e  u s  S u n ,  a n d  
M o o n ,  a n d  S t a r s ,  t h e  e a r t h  a n d  
a l l  t h e  c r e a t u r e s  t o  a t t e n d  u s,  a n d  
s e r v e  u s  w i t h  t h e i r  l i v e s  a n d  v i r - 
t u e s,  a n d  y e t  d o t h  h e  n o t  c a r e  f o r 
  our 
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o u r  h e a r t s  o r  s e r v i c e ?  T h i s  i s  a s  
f o o l i sh  a s  t o  s ay,  tha t  h e  ha th  made  
a l l  the  wor ld  in  va in,  and ca r e th  no t  
for it now he hath made it.

7.  I f  h e  c a r e d  n o t  f o r  t h e  f r a m e  
o f  our  hea r t s  and l ive s,  he  would no t  
h a ve  s en t  h i s  Son  to  Redeem u s ,  
and  t o  c l e an s e  u s  f r om  a l l  i n i qu i t y,  
and  s an c t i f i e  u s  a  p e cu l i a r  p eop l e  t o  
h i m s e l f ,  T i t .  2 . 1 4 .  S u r e l y  t h e  
p r i c e  t h a t  wa s  p a i d  f o r  s i nn e r s,  and  
t h e  wond e r f u l  d e s i g n  o f  God  i n  ou r  
Redemption, doth shew that he makes  
no t  l i gh t  o f  s in ,  and tha t  he  i s  won- 
derfully in love with holiness.

8 .  I f  G o d  d i d  n o t  r e g a r d  o u r  
h e a r t s  and  l i v e s,  h e  wou l d  no t  have  
made  i t  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  h i s  Mini s te r s ,  
to  ca l l  us  dai ly to Repentance and  
an  ho ly  l i f e ;  Nor  c ommanded  t h em  
t o  mak e  s u c h  a  s t i r  w i t h  s i nn e r s  t o  
w i n  t h em  un t o  God ;  He  wou l d  n o t  
h a v e  a p p o i n t e d  a l l  h i s  O rd i n a n c e s,  
publ i c k  and  p r i va t e  a l s o  t o  th i s  end .  
D o t h  G o d  c o m m a n d  a l l  t h i s 
  ado 
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a do,  f o r  a  t h i n g  t h a t  h e  re g a rd s  
not?

9 .  N o r  w o u l d  h e  p u n i s h  t h e  
w o r l d  w i t h  H e l l  h e r e a f t e r ,  o r  s o  
m a ny  d r e a d f u l  j u d g e m e n t s  h e r e ,  
a s  t h o u s a n d s  f e e l ,  i f  h e  c a r e d  n o t  
w h a t  t h e y  t h i n k  o r  d o ?  M e t h i n k s  
men tha t  a r e  so  o f t en  g roan ing  unde r  
h i s  r o d ,  s h o u l d  f e e l  t h a t  h e  l o o k s  
after their hearts and wayes.

1 0 .  A n d  h o w  c a n  t h e  H o l y  
Ghost  be our Sanct i f ier ,  i f  God be  
so  ind i f f e r en t  whe the r  we  be  c l ean  o r  
u n c l e a n ?  D a r e  y o u  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  
Ho ly  Gho s t  d o t h  t a k e  u p o n  h im  a  
needless work?

11 .  M e t h i n k s  y o u  m i g h t  p e r - 
c e i v e  e v e n  i n  t h e  m a l i c e  o f  t h e  
Te m p t e r ,  t h a t  G o d  i s  h o l y,  a n d  
h a t e t h  i n i q u i t y,  a n d  h i s  Wo r d  i s  
t r u e  t h a t  t e l l e t h  u s  o f  t h e  e t e r n a l  
p u n i s h m e n t  o f  s i n .  T h i s  S c r i p t u r e  
t e l l s  u s  o f  t h e  A n g e l s  f a l l ,  a n d  
t h a t  many  o f  t h em  a r e  b e c om e  De - 
v i l s  by  t h e i r  s i n ,  and  a r e  ma l i c i o u s 
  enemies 
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e n e m i e s  o f  m a n s  s a l v a t i o n .  A n d  
d o  y o u  n o t  e a s i l y  p e r c e i v e  i t  t o  b e  
t rue?  How come they  e l s e  t o  b e  su c h  
i m p o r t u n a t e  Te m p t e r s  o f  m e n :  
whi c h  we f e e l ,  a la s,  by  too  much ex- 
p e r i e n c e ?  O r  i f  t h i s  e v i d e n c e  b e  
n o t  p a l p ab l e  e n ough  t o  c onv i n c e  t h e  
I n f i d e l ,  How  c ome  t h e y  t o  mak e  s o  
m any  b a r g a i n s  w i t h  Con j u r e r s  a n d  
W i t c h e s,  t o  d r a w  t h e m  f r o m  G o d  
a n d  S a l va t i o n ,  a s  t h e y  h a v e  d o n e ?  
How c ome  th ey  t o  appea r  in  t e r r i b l e  
shapes  to  so many as they have done,  
a n d  s t i l l  u p o n  d e s i g n s  t h a t  d e c l a r e  
t h e i r  own  d e j e c t e d  b a s e  Cond i t i o n ,  
a nd  t h e i r  e nm i t y  t o  God  and  man ,  
and  the i r  e ag e r  d e s i r e  t o  engage  men  
i n  a  w a y  o f  s i n ?  I f  a n y  I n f i d e l  
w i l l  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  r e a l l y  t h e r e  
h a v e  b e e n  Wi t che s  a nd  Appa r i t i - 
o n s ,  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t l y  t h a t  t h e r e  
a r e  D e v i l s  w h o  a r e  m i s e r a b l e  a n d  
m a l i c i o u s  s p i r i t s ;  w h o  b y  s i n  a r e  
c a s t  o u t  o f  t h e  f a vo u r  o f  God ,  a nd  
wou ld  d raw men  in t o  th e i r  m i s e rabl e 
  case 
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c a s e,  l e t  t h em  c ome  a n d  r e a s o n  t h e  
c a s e  w i t h  m e,  a n d  I  s h a l l  q u i c k l y  
t e l l  t h em  o f  s o  many,  s u r e  und eny - 
a b l e  i n s t a n c e s,  a n d  g i v e  t h e m  s o  
m u c h  p r o o f  o f  t h e  t r u t h  o f  i t ,  a s  
s h a l l  l e a v e  t h e m  n o t h i n g  t o  s a y  
aga in s t  i t ,  un l e s s  th ey  w i l l  s t i l l  s ay,  
[ We  w i l l  n o t  b e l i e v e . ]  Ye a  s o  
much,  a s  tha t  I  wi l l  no t  be  beho lden  
to  the  v i l e s t  Athe i s t  o r  In f ide l  to  be- 
l i eve  i t ,  i f  he  wi l l  no t  qui t e  r enounce  
h i s  Rea s on ,  bu t  g i ve  i t  l e a ve  t o  s e e  
the Light.

12 .  La s t l y,  i f  y e t  y o u  t h i n k  t h a t  
G o d  ( t h e  S o v e r a i g n  R u l e r  o f  t h e  
w o r l d ,  t h a t  i s  e v e r y w h e r e  p r e s e n t  
a n d  p r e s e r v e t h  a l l )  d o t h  c a r e  s o  
l i t t l e  what  men are,  o r  what  they do,  
w h e t h e r  t h e y  a r e  h o l y  o r  u n h o l y,  
o b ed i en t  o r  d i s ob ed i en t  t o  h i s  Laws,  
t h en  me th ink s  t h a t  you  you r  s e l v e s,  
and  a l l  t h e  r e s t  o f  you r  f e l l ow- c r e a - 
t u r e s  s h o u l d  l i t t l e  c a r e .  Two  Qu e - 
s t i ons  the r e fo r e  I  mus t  he r e  p ropound  
t o  y o u .  1 .  D o  n o t  y o u  c a r e  w h a t 
  men 
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men  s ay  o f  you ,  o r  d o  t o  you?  A r e  
you  c on t en t ed  t ha t  men  s l and e r  you  
a n d  a b a s e  you ,  o r  s e t  y o u r  h o u s e s  
o r  To w n s  o n  f i r e ,  o r  d e s t r o y  y o u r  
c a t t l e ,  o r  w i v e s  a n d  c h i l d r e n ,  a n d  
impr i s on ,  wound o r  k i l l  you r  s e l ve s ?  
I f  y o u  w i l l  m a k e  a  g r e a t  m a t t e r  
o f  wha t  men  s ay  o r  d o  a g a in s t  you ,  
c an  you  b e  s o  mad  ( f o r  i t  i s  no  b e t - 
t e r )  a s  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  Omn i p o - 
t e n t ,  Ho ly  God  s h ou l d  l i t t l e  r e g a rd  
wha t ’s  s a i d  o r  d on e  a g a in s t  h ims e l f,  
a n d  a g a i n s t  h i s  s e r va n t s,  a n d  t h a t  
by  su c h  s i l ly  worms as  men,  tha t  a r e  
h i s  w o r kman s h i p ?  D i d  n o t  s e l f i s h - 
n e s s  m a k e  y o u  b l i n d  a n d  p a r t i a l ,  
you would know, that  one s in agains t  
G o d ,  d e s e r v e s  m o r e  p u n i s h m e n t ,  
th en  t en  thousand  thousand  t ime s  a s  
mu c h ,  a g a i n s t  s u c h  s i l l y  t h i n g s  a s  
y o u .  D o  y o u  m a k e  n o  m a t t e r  o f  
d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  a  b a d  s e r v a n t  
and  a  good?  an  obed i en t ,  and  a  d i s - 
o b e d i e n t  c h i l d ?  a  S o n  t h a t  w o u l d  
lay  down h i s  l i f e  f o r  you,  and a  Son 
  that 
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t h a t  l o n g s  f o r  y o u r  d e a t h  t h a t  h e  
m ay  h a v e  y o u r  L a n d s ?  b e t w e e n  a  
fa i t h f u l  f r i e nd  and  a  d e ad ly  en emy?  
I f  you  do  not ,  you  a r e  no t  men  bu t  
s ome t h i n g  e l s e  i n  human e  s h ap e.  I f  
you  do, then you are  somewhat worse  
then  men,  i f  ye t  you wou ld  have  the  
B l e s s e d  God  t o  mak e  n o  g r e a t  d i f - 
f e r e n c e  b e tw e en  t h o s e  t h a t  l o v e  h im  
a b o ve  a l l  t h e  wo r l d ,  and  t h o s e  t h a t  
r e g a r d  h i m  n o t ;  b e t w e e n  t h e  H o l y  
and unholy soul.

And  2 .  I  wou ld  a sk  you ,  Whe th e r  
y o u  w o u l d  h a v e  t h e  R u l e r s  o f  t h e  
wo r l d  t o  t ak e  no  c a r e  wha t  men  s ay  
or  do, or  would you not? I f  not,  then  
you  wou ld  have  a l l  th e  wo r ld  tu r ned  
loose,  and you would have eve ry man  
that  i s  poore r  then you, have leave to  
r o b  you :  and  e ve r y  man  t ha t  ha t e t h  
you, have leave to beat  you or  to ki l l  
you:  and  eve r y  man tha t  l ik e th  you r  
h ou s e,  o r  l and s,  o r  g o od s,  o r  c a t t l e,  
t o  h a v e  l e a v e  t o  t a k e  t h e m  f r o m  
y o u ;  a n d  e v e r y  man  t o  d e f i l e  y o u r 
 C wives 
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wive s  o r  daugh t e r s  tha t  ha th  a  mind  
t o  i t ?  And so  we  shou ld  s e e  whe the r  
i t  i s  t h a t  I n f i d e l i t y  l e a d s  men .  Bu t  
i f  y o u  l i k e  n o t  t h i s,  t h e n  y o u  a r e  
m o s t  u n r e a s o n a b l e ,  i f  y o u  w o u l d  
h a v e  M a g i s t r a t e s  t o  b e  r e g a r d f u l  
o f  m e n s  a c t i o n s,  a n d  n o t  G o d .  I f  
M a g i s t r a t e s  m u s t  h a n g  m e n  f o r  
w r o n g i n g  y o u ,  a n d  t h e  E t e r n a l  
M a j e s t y  mu s t  n o t  p u n i s h  t h e m  f o r  
w r o n g i n g  h i m ,  a n d  b r e a k i n g  h i s  
L aw s,  wh i c h  i s  i n f i n i t e l y  a  g r e a t e r  
m a t t e r.  A s  i f  y o u  w o u l d  h a v e  a  
Cons tabl e  puni sh  men,  and the  King  
o r  J u d g e  t o  h a v e  n o  r e g a r d  o f  i t .  
F o r  K i n g s  a r e  u n d e r  G o d ,  a s  
Con s t a b l e s  a r e  u nd e r  K i n g s ;  a n d  a  
thousandfold lower.

T h e  t r u t h  i s ,  w i c k e d  m e n  a r e  
fa l l en  so  fa r  f r om God to  themse lve s,  
t h a t  t h ey  a r e  a s  g od s  t o  t h ems e l ve s,  
i n  t h e i r  o w n  e s t e e m ,  a n d  b e s i d e s  
t h em s e l v e s  t h e y  kn ow  n o  God :  a nd  
t h e r e f o r e  a n y  w r o n g  t h a t  i s  d o n e  
a g a i n s t  t h em ,  o r  a ny  g o o d  t h a t  i s 
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done  f o r  them,  t h ey  wou ld  have  r e - 
g a r d e d ;  bu t  t h e  w r o n g  a n d  d i s o b e - 
d i e n c e  t h a t  i s  a g a i n s t  G o d ,  t h e y  
w o u l d  h a v e  n o t h i n g  m a d e  o f.  A n d  
t h e y  h a ve  s u c h  n a r r ow  b l a s ph emou s  
though t s  o f  God,  a s  i f  h e  we r e  a  f i - 
n i t e  c r e a t u r e  l i k e  t h e m s e l v e s,  t h a t  
can be  but  in  one  p la c e  a t  once ;  tha t  
make s  t h em s o  b l a spheme  h i s  P r ov i - 
den c e,  and th ink he  minds  no t  Good  
o r  E v i l ,  a n d  w i l l  n o t  r e w a r d  t h e  
g o d l y  o r  p u n i s h  t h e  u n g o d l y ;  b u t  
w e r e  l i k e  t h e  I d o l s  o f  t h e  Hea t h en ,  
tha t  have  eye s  and s e e  no t ,  ea r s  and  
hea r  no t ,  and hands  wi thout  an exe- 
c u t i v e  p o w e r.  B u t  w h e n  t h e  M e - 
m o r i a l  B o o k  o f  G o d  i s  o p e n e d ,  
wh i c h  i s  w r i t t e n  f o r  t h em  t h a t  f e a r  
t h e  Lo rd ,  and  th ink  upon  h i s  name,  
and when the Lord shal l  say o f  them ,  
The s e  a r e  m in e ,  a s  h e  i s  m a k i n g  
u p  h i s  J ew e l s,  a n d  s p a r e t h  t h em  a s  
a  man  s p a r e t h  h i s  S on  t h a t  s e r v e t h  
h i m ,  t h e n  s h a l l  ( t h o s e  I n f i d e l s )  
r e t u r n  ( t o  t h e i r  w i t s )  a n d  t h e 
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r i g h t e o u s  s h a l l  r e t u r n  f r o m  t h e i r  
f e a r s  a n d  s u f f e r i n g s,  a n d  s h a l l  d i s - 
c e r n  b e tw e en  t h e  R i gh t e ou s  and  t h e  
W i c k e d ,  b e t w e e n  t h o s e  t h a t  s e r v e d  
God,  and those  tha t  s e r ved h im  not ,  
Mal. 3.16 17, 18.

A n o t h e r  O b j e c t i o n  I  f i n d  m o s t  
c o m m o n  i n  t h e  m o u t h s  o f  t h e  u n - 
g od ly,  e s p e c i a l ly  o f  l a t e  ye a r s.  They  
s a y,  [ We  c a n  d o  n o t h i n g  w i t h - 
ou t  God ;  We  c anno t  h ave  g r a c e  
i f  G o d  w i l l  n o t  g i ve  i t  u s :  a n d  
i f  he  wi l l ,  we sha l l  qu ick ly  Tur n:  
I f  h e  h ave  no t  p rede s t i n a t ed  u s ,  
and wil l  not Turn us ,  how can we  
Tu r n  o u r  s e l ve s  o r  b e  s ave d ?  I t  
is not in him that wills, nor in him  
t h a t  r u n s ; ]  A n d  t h u s  t h e y  t h i n k  
they are excused.

I  h a v e  a n s w e r e d  t h i s  f o r m e r l y,  
a n d  i n  t h i s  b o o k ;  b u t  l e t  m e  n o w  
say th i s  much.  1.  Though you cannot  
c u r e  y o u r  s e l v e s,  y o u  c a n  h u r t  a n d  
po i son your se lves.  I t s  God that  must  
s anc t i f i e  you r  h ea r t s ;  bu t  who  cor-
  rupted
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r u p t e d  t h e m ?  W i l l  y o u  w i l f u l l y  
t ak e  Po i s on  b e c au s e  you  c anno t  c u r e  
y o u r  s e l v e s ?  M e  t h i n k  y o u  s h o u l d  
t h e  mo r e  f o r b e a r  i t .  You  s h ou l d  t h e  
m o r e  t a k e  h e e d  o f  s i n n i n g ,  i f  y o u  
c a n n o t  m e n d  w h a t  s i n  d o t h  m a r r.  
2 .  Thou gh  you  c a nn o t  b e  c o n ve r t e d  
w i t h o u t  t h e  s p e c i a l  G ra c e  o f  G o d ,  
ye t  you  mus t  know tha t  God  g i ve t h  
t h i s  G r a c e  i n  t h e  u s e  o f  h i s  h o l y  
m e a n s  w h i c h  h e  h a t h  a p p o i n t e d  t o  
t h a t  e n d ;  a n d  c o m m o n  g r a c e  m ay  
enabl e  you  t o  f o rb ea r  you r  g r o s s  s in - 
n i n g  ( a s  t o  t h e  o u t w a r d  a c t )  a n d  
t o  u s e  t h o s e  m e an s.  Can  y o u  t r u ly  
s ay  t ha t  you  do  a s  mu c h  a s  you  a r e  
a b l e  t o  d o ?  A r e  you  n o t  a b l e  t o  g o  
by an Ale-house door,  or  to shut your  
mou t h s  a n d  k e e p  o u t  t h e  d r i n k ;  o r  
t o  f o rbea r  the  c ompany tha t  ha rdne th  
you in s in? Are you not able to go to  
h e a r  t h e  w o r d ,  a n d  t h i n k  o f  w h a t  
you hea rd  when you come home,  and  
t o  c on s i d e r  w i t h  you r  s e l v e s  o f  you r  
o w n  c o n d i t i o n ,  a n d  o f  e v e r l a s t i n g 
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t h i n g s ?  A r e  y o u  n o t  a b l e  t o  r e a d  
good Books  f r om day to  day,  a t  l ea s t  
o n  t h e  L o r d s  d ay,  a n d  t o  c o n v e r s e  
w i t h  t h o s e  t h a t  f e a r  t h e  L o rd ?  You  
c anno t  s ay  tha t  you  have  done  wha t  
y o u  w e r e  a b l e .  3 .  A n d  t h e r e f o r e  
you  mus t  know tha t  you  can for fe i t  
t h e  Gra c e  and  h e l p  o f  God  by  you r  
w i l f u l  s i nn in g  o r  n e g l i g en c e,  t h ough  
y o u  c a n n o t  w i t h o u t  G r a c e  t u r n  t o  
God .  I f  y o u  w i l l  n o t  d o  wh a t  y o u  
c an ,  i t s  j u s t  w i t h  God  t o  d eny  you  
t h a t  g r a c e  b y  w h i c h  y o u  m i g h t  d o  
m o r e .  4 .  A n d  f o r  G o d s  D e c r e e s ,  
y o u  mu s t  k n o w  t h a t  t h e y  s e p a r a t e  
no t  the  end  and means,  bu t  t i e  them  
t o g e t h e r.  God  n e ve r  d e c r e e d  t o  s a v e  
any  bu t  t h e  s an c t i f i e d ,  n o r  t o  d amn  
any  bu t  t h e  un s an c t i f i e d .  God  d o t h  
a s  t r u l y  D e c r e e  f r o m  e v e r l a s t i n g  
whe the r  your  Land th i s  yea r  sha l l  be  
ba r r en  o r  f ru i t fu l ,  and ju s t  how long  
y o u  s h a l l  l i v e  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  a s  h e  
h a t h  D e c r e e d  wh e t h e r  y o u  s h a l l  b e  
s a v e d  o r  n o t .  A n d  y e t  y o u  w o u l d 
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th ink that  man but  a  foo l  that  would  
f o r b e a r  p l o w i n g  a n d  s o w i n g ,  a n d  
s a y ,  I f  G o d  h ave  D e c r e e d  t h a t  
my g round sha l l  bear  cor n,  i t  wi l l  
bear i t ,  whether I  plough and sow  
o r  no t .  I f  God have  dec reed  tha t  
I  sh a l l  l ive,  I  sh a l l  l ive,  whe the r  
I  e a t  o r  no t ;  bu t  i f  he  have  no t ,  
i t  i s  not  ea t ing tha t  wi l l  keep me  
a l ive.  Do you  know  h ow  t o  an sw e r  
s u c h  a  man ,  o r  d o  you  n o t ?  I f  y ou  
d o,  t h e n  y o u  k n o w  h o w  t o  a n s w e r  
y o u r  s e l v e s ;  f o r  t h e  c a s e  i s  a l i k e :  
God s  De c r e e  i s  a s  p e r emp t o r y  abou t  
y o u r  b o d i e s,  a s  y o u r  s o u l s.  I f  y o u  
do no t ,  t h en  t r y  f i r s t  t h e s e  c on c l u - 
s i o n s  u p o n  y o u r  b o d i e s,  b e f o r e  y o u  
v e n t u r e  t o  t r y  t h em  o n  y o u r  s o u l s :  
s e e  f i r s t  whe th e r  God  w i l l  k e ep  you  
a l i v e  w i t h ou t  f o o d  o r  r aymen t ,  a n d  
whe th e r  h e  w i l l  g i ve  you  c o r n  w i t h - 
ou t  t i l l a g e  and  l a b ou r,  and  wh e t h e r  
h e  w i l l  b r i n g  y o u  t o  y o u r  j o u r n e y s  
and  w i t h ou t  you r  t ra ve l  o r  c a r r i a g e :  
a nd  i f  y ou  s p e e d  w e l l  i n  t h i s,  t h e n 
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t r y  w h e t h e r  h e  w i l l  b r i n g  y o u  t o  
h e a v e n  w i t h o u t  y o u r  d i l i g e n t  u s e  
o f  mean s,  and  s i t  d own  and  s ay,  we  
cannot sanctifie our selves.

A n d  f o r  t h e  p o i n t  o f  F r e e - w i l l  
wh i c h  y o u  h a r p  s o  l o n g  u p o n ,  D i - 
v i n e s  a r e  n o t  s o  m u c h  d i s a g r e e d  
about  i t ,  a s  you imag ine .  August ine  
a s  we l l  a s  Pe l ag iu s ,  Ca lv in  a s  we l l  
a s  A r m i n i u s ,  t h e  D o m i n i c a n s  a s  
w e l l  a s  t h e  I e s u i t s,  a l l  d o  g en e ra l ly  
m a i n t a i n  t h a t  m an  h a t h  F r e e -w i l l ;  
b u t  t h e  O r t h o d ox  s a y,  t h a t  F r e e - 
w i l l  i s  c o r r u p t e d  a n d  d i s p o s e d  t o  
e v i l .  E p i p h a n i u s  c o n d e m n e d  O r i - 
gen f o r  say ing tha t  man had lo s t  the  
image  o f  God,  and  make s  i t  a  po in t  
o f  H e r e s i e .  And  ye t  o n e  may  t r u ly  
s a y ,  t h a t  m a n  h a t h  l o s t  G o d s  
image,  and  ano the r  may  t r u ly  s ay  
t ha t  he  ha th  not  lo s t  i t .  Fo r  t h e r e  
i s  a  t w o f o l d  i m a g e  o f  G o d  o n  
man ;  t h e  o n e  i s  Na tu r a l ,  and  t h a t  
i s,  Our  Reason and  Free-wi l l ,  and  
t h i s  i s  n o t  l o s t .  The  o t h e r  i s  Qua-
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l i t a t ive and  Ethica l ,  and th i s  i s  ou r  
Hol ine s s ,  and  t h i s  i s  l o s t ,  a n d  by  
G r a c e  r e s t o r e d ;  N o  m a n  o f  b r a i n s  
d enye th  t ha t  man  ha th  a  w i l l  t h a t ’s  
N a t u r a l l y  f r e e ;  I t s  f r e e  f r o m  v i o - 
l e n c e ,  a n d  i t s  a  s e l f  d e t e r m i n i n g  
P r i n c i p l e .  B u t  i t  i s  n o t  f r e e  f r o m  
e v i l  D i s p o s i t i o n s.  I t  i s  H a b i t u a l l y  
ave r s e  t o  God and Hol ine s s,  and en- 
c l i n e d  t o  e a r t h l y  f l e s h l y  t h i n g s.  I t  
i s  e n s l a v e d  by  a  s i n f u l  bya s.  T h i s  
no man me thinks that  i t  a Chr i s t ian  
s h o u l d  d e n y ;  a n d  o f  t h e  A g e d ,  I  
s e e  n o t  h ow  an  In f i d e l  c an  d eny  i t .  
A l a s ,  w e  e a s i l y  c o n f e s s  t o  y o u ,  
t h a t  y o u  h a v e  n o t  t h i s  S p i r i t u a l  
Mo ra l -F r e e  w i l l ,  wh i c h  i s  bu t  y o u r  
r i gh t  In c l ina t i on ,  and  you r  Hab i tua l  
W i l l i n g n e s s  i t  s e l f.  I f  y o u  h a d  a  
w i l l  t h a t  w e r e  f r e e d  f r o m  w i c k e d  
In c l i na t i on s,  I  had  no  n e ed  t o  w r i t e  
s u c h  Book s  a s  t h i s  t o  p e r swad e  you  
t o  b e  w i l l i n g  i n  a  c a s e  wh i c h  y o u r  
own s a l va t i on  lye th  on .  To  th e  g r i e f  
o f  o u r  s o u l s,  w e  p e r c e i v e  a f t e r  a l l 
  our 
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ou r  p r e a c h i n g  and  p e r swa s i on s,  t h a t  
t h e  un g o d ly  h a v e  n o t  t h i s  s p i r i t u a l  
f ree wil.  But this i s  nothing, but your  
wi l l ingness i t  se l f,  & inc l inat ion to be  
wil l ing, and there fore the want of i t  i s  
s o  f a r  f r om  e x c u s i n g  y o u ,  t h a t  t h e  
mo r e  you  wan t  i t  ( t h a t  i s,  t h e  mo r e  
you  a r e  w i l fu l  in  s in )  th e  wo r s e  you  
are, and the sorer wil l be your punish- 
m e n t .  And  o u r  p r e a c h i n g  a n d  p e r - 
swas ion,  and your  Hear ing and Con- 
s i d e r i n g,  a r e  t h e  appo in t ed  mean s  i t  
g e t  t h i s  M o r a l  p o w e r  o r  F r e e d o m ,  
that is, to make you truly willing.

We l l ,  S i r s,  I  h a v e  b u t  t h r e e  r e - 
quests to you, and I have done. Firs t,  
tha t  you wi l l  s e r i ous ly  r ead ove r  th i s  
s m a l l  Tr e a t i s e :  ( a n d  i f  y o u  h a v e  
s u c h  a s  n e e d  i t  i n  y o u r  F a m i l i e s,  
t h a t  y o u  w o u l d  r e a d  i t  o v e r  a n d  
o v e r  t o  t h e m :  a n d  i f  t h o s e  t h a t  
f e a r  God  wou ld  g o  now and  th en  t o  
t h e i r  i g n o ra n t  n e i g h b ou r s,  a n d  r e a d  
t h i s  o r  s ome  o t h e r  Book  t o  t h em  o f  
t h i s  s u b j e c t ,  t h ey  m i gh t  b e  a  mean s 
  of 
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o f  w i n n i n g  o f  s o u l s. )  I f  w e  c a n n o t  
i n t r e a t e  s o  sm a l l  a  L a b o u r  o f  m e n  
f o r  t h e i r  own  s a l va t i o n ,  a s  t o  r e a d  
su c h  sho r t  Ins t ru c t i ons  a s  the s e,  they  
s e t  l i t t l e  b y  t h e m s e l v e s,  a n d  w i l l  
m o s t  j u s t l y  p e r i s h .  S e c o n d ly,  wh e n  
y o u  h a v e  r e a d  o v e r  t h i s  B o o k ,  I  
wou ld  i n t r e a t e  you  t o  g o  a l on e,  and  
p ond e r  a  l i t t l e  wha t  you  have  r e ad ,  
and  b e t h i nk  you ,  a s  i n  t h e  s i g h t  o f  
God,  whe the r  i t  b e  no t  t ru e,  and  do  
n o t  n e e r l y  t o u c h  y o u r  s o u l s,  a n d  
w h e t h e r  i t  b e  n o t  t i m e  f o r  y o u  t o  
l o ok  abou t  you .  And  a l s o  I  i n t r e a t e  
you ,  t h a t  you  w i l l  upon  you r  kn e e s  
b e s e e c h  t h e  L o rd  t h a t  h e  w i l l  o p e n  
y o u r  e y e s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  t r u t h ,  
and  tu r n  you r  h ea r t s  t o  t h e  Love  o f  
God,  and  beg  o f  h im a l l  tha t  s av ing  
g ra c e  t ha t  you  have  s o  l ong  n e g l e c t - 
ed,  and fo l low i t  on f rom day to day,  
t i l l  y o u r  h e a r t s  b e  c h a n g e d .  A n d  
w i tha l l  tha t  you  wi l l  go  t o  you r  Pa- 
s t o r s  ( t h a t  a r e  s e t  o v e r  you  t o  t a k e  
c a r e  o f  the  hea l th  and  sa f e ty  o f  you r 
  souls 
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sou l s,  a s  Phys i t ians  do fo r  the  hea l th  
o f  y o u r  b o d i e s )  a n d  d e s i r e  t h em  t o  
d i r e c t  you  wha t  c ou r s e  t o  t a k e,  and  
a c q u a i n t  t h e m  w i t h  y o u r  s p i r i t u a l  
e s t a t e,  t ha t  you  may  have  t h e  b en e - 
f i t  o f  t h e i r  Adv i c e,  a nd  Min i s t e r i a l  
h e l p.  O r  i f  y ou  h a ve  n o t  a  f a i t h f u l  
Pa s t o r  a t  h om e,  m a k e  u s e  o f  s om e  
o t h e r,  i n  s o  g r e a t  a  n e e d .  Th i r d ly,  
W h e n  by  R e a d i n g ,  C o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  
P raye r  a nd  Min i s t e r i a l  Adv i c e,  y ou  
a r e  o n c e  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  y o u r  s i n  
a n d  m i s e r y,  w i t h  y o u r  D u t y  a n d  
R e m e dy,  d e l a y  n o t ,  b u t  p r e s e n t l y  
f o r s a k e  y o u r  s i n f u l  c o m p a n y  a n d  
c ou r s e s,  and  t u r n  t o  God ,  and  o b ey  
h i s  C a l l .  A s  y o u  l o v e  y o u r  s o u l s,  
take  heed tha t  you go  no t  on aga ins t  
s o  l oud  a  Ca l l  o f  God ,  and  a ga in s t  
you r  own knowl edge  and  c on s c i en c e s,  
l e s t  i t  g o  wo r s e  w i th  you  in  th e  day  
o f  J u d g e m e n t ,  t h e n  w i t h  S o d o m  
a n d  G o m o r r a h .  E n q u i r e  o f  G o d ,  
a s  a  man tha t  i s  wi l l ing  to  know the  
t r u th ,  and  no t  t o  b e  a  w i l f u l  Chea -
  ter 
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t e r  o f  h i s  sou l .  Sea r c h  the  ho ly  Sc r i - 
p t u r e s  d a i ly,  a n d  s e e  wh e t h e r  t h e s e  
t h i n g s  b e  s o  o r  n o t :  t r y  i m p a r t i - 
a l l y  wh e t h e r  i t  b e  s a f e r  t o  t r u s t  t o  
H e a v e n  o r  E a r t h ,  a n d  w h e t h e r  
i t  b e  b e t t e r  f o l l ow  God  o r  man ,  t h e  
Sp i r i t ,  o r  t h e  f l e s h ,  and  b e t t e r  l i v e  
i n  H o l i n e s s,  o r  s i n ;  a n d  w h e t h e r  
an unsanc t i f i ed  e s ta t e  be  sa f e  f o r  you  
t o  a b i d e  i n  o n e  d a y  l o n g e r.  A n d  
w h e n  y o u  h a v e  f o u n d  o u t  w h i c h  
i s  b e s t ,  R e s o l v e  a c c o r d i n g l y,  a n d  
mak e  you r  c h o i c e  w i t h ou t  a ny  mo r e  
a d o.  I f  y o u  w i l l  b e  t r u e  t o  y o u r  
o w n  s o u l s,  a n d  d o  n o t  l o v e  e v e r - 
l a s t i n g  t o r m e n t s,  I  b e s e e c h  y o u  a s  
f r o m  t h e  L o r d ,  t h a t  y o u  w i l l  b u t  
t ake  th i s  r e a sonabl e  adv i c e s.  O wha t  
h a p p y  To w n s  a n d  C o u n t r e y s,  a n d  
wha t  a  happy na t i on  migh t  we  have,  
i f  we  c ou l d  bu t  p e r swade  ou r  n e i gh - 
b o u r s  t o  a g r e e  t o  s u c h  a  n e c e s s a r y  
m o t i o n !  W h a t  j o y f u l  m e n  w o u l d  
a l l  f a i t h f u l :  M i n i s t e r s  b e ,  i f  t h e y  
c ou ld  bu t  s e e  th e i r  p eop l e  t ru ly  hea -
  venly 



  richard baxter—a call to the unconverted

v e n ly  a n d  h o ly !  Th i s  w ou l d  b e  t h e  
U n i t y,  t h e  P e a c e ,  t h e  S a f e t y,  t h e  
g l o r y  o f  o u r  C h u r c h e s :  t h e  h a p p i - 
n e s s  o f  o u r  n e i g h b o u r s ,  a n d  t h e  
c o m f o r t  o f  o u r  s o u l s .  T h e n  h o w  
c o m f o r t a b l y  s h o u l d  w e  p r e a c h  A b - 
s o l u t i on  and  Pea c e  t o  you?  and  d e - 
l i v e r  t h e  S a c r am e n t s  wh i c h  a r e  t h e  
S e a l s  o f  P e a c e  t o  y o u ?  A n d  w i t h  
w h a t  L o v e  a n d  J o y  m i g h t  w e  l i v e  
a m o n g  y o u ?  A t  y o u r  d e a t h - b e d ,  
h o w  b o l d l y  m i g h t  w e  c o m f o r t  a n d  
e n c o u r a g e  y o u r  d e p a r t i n g  s o u l s ?  
a n d  a t  y o u r  B u r i a l ,  h o w  c o m f o r t - 
a b l y  m i g h t  w e  l e a v e  y o u  i n  t h e  
g r a v e,  i n  e x p e c t a t i o n  t o  m e e t  y o u r  
s ou l s  in  heaven,  and to  s e e  you r  bo- 
dies raised to that glory? 

B u t  i f  s t i l l  t h e  m o s t  o f  y o u  w i l l  
go  on in  a  ca r e l e s s,  i gno ran t ,  f l e sh ly,  
w o rd ly,  o r  u nh o ly  l i f e ,  a n d  a l l  o u r  
des i r e s  and labours  cannot  so  fa r  p re- 
va i l  a s  t o  k e e p  you  f r om  t h e  w i l f u l  
d a m n i n g  o f  y o u r  s e l v e s,  w e  m u s t  
t h en  im i t a t e  ou r  Lo rd ,  who  d e l i gh t -
  eth
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e th  h imse l f  in  tho s e  f ew tha t  a r e  h i s  
j ew e l s,  a n d  i n  t h e  l i t t l e  F l o c k  t h a t  
sha l l  r e c e i ve  th e  Kingdom,  when  th e  
most  shal l  reap the misery which they  
s o w e d .  I n  n a t u r e  e x c e l l e n t  t h i n g s  
a r e  f ew :  Th e  w o r l d  h a t h  n o t  many  
S un s  o r  Mo on s :  I t s  bu t  a  l i t t l e  o f  
t h e  e a r th  tha t ’s  g o l d  o r  s i l ve r.  P r in - 
c e s  and  Nobl e s  a r e  bu t  a  sma l l  p a r t  
of the Sons of men. And it is no great  
n u m b e r  t h a t  a r e  L e a r n e d ,  J u d i c i - 
ou s  o r  w i s e  h e r e  i n  t h e  wo r l d ;  And  
t h e r e f o r e  i f  t h e  g a t e  b e i n g  s t r a i t ,  
and the way nar row, the re  be  but  f ew  
t h a t  f i n d  s a l va t i o n ,  y e t  G o d  w i l l  
have  h i s  g l o r y  and  p l e a su r e  in  tho s e  
f e w.  A n d  w h e n  C h r i s t  s h a l l  c o m e  
w i t h  h i s  m i g h t y  An g e l s  i n  f l am i n g  
f i r e ,  t a k i n g  v e n g e a n c e  o n  t h e m  
that  know not God, and obey not the  
Gospe l  o f  ou r  Lord  J e sus  Chr i s t ,  h i s  
c o m i n g  w i l l  t o  b e  g l o r i f i e d  i n  h i s  
S a i n t s  a n d  a dm i r e d  i n  a l l  t r u e  b e - 
lievers, 2 Thes. 1.7, 8, 9, 10.

And  f o r  t h e  r e s t ,  a s  God  t h e  Fa -
  ther
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t h e r  vou c h s a f e d  t o  c r e a t e  t h em ,  and  
God the Son disdained not to bear the  
p ena l t y  o f  t h e i r  s i n s  upon  th e  c r o s s,  
a n d  d i d  n o t  j u d g e  s u c h  s u f f e r i n g  
va i n ,  t h o u g h  h e  k n e w  t h a t  b y  r e - 
fu s ing  the  San c t i f i c a t i on  o f  th e  Ho ly  
G h o s t ,  t h e y  w o u l d  f i n a l l y  d e s t r o y  
t h em s e l v e s ;  s o  w e  t h a t  a r e  h i s  M i - 
n i s t e r s,  t h ou gh  t h e s e  b e  n o t  g a t h e r - 
ed ,  judg e  no t  ou r  l abou r  who l ly  l o s t  
(see Isa 49 5.)

R e a d e r,  I  h a v e  d o n e  w i t h  t h e e  
(when  t h ou  ha s t  p e r u s e d  t h i s  Book )  
bu t  s i n  ha th  no t  ye t  d one  w i th  t h e e  
( even  tho s e  tha t  thou  though t e s t  had  
b e e n  f o r g o t t e n  l o n g  a g o )  a n d  S a t a n  
ha th  no t  ye t  done  w i th  th e e  ( though  
now he be out of sight;) and God hath  
no t  ye t  done  wi th  thee,  b e cause  thou  
w i l t  n o t  b e  p e r swad ed  t o  h a ve  d on e  
w i th  th e  d ead ly  r e i gn ing  s in .  I  have  
w r i t t e n  t h e e  t h i s  p e r swa s i v e,  a s  on e  
t h a t  i s  g o i n g  i n t o  a n o t h e r  w o r l d ,  
whe r e  the  th ings  a r e  s e en  tha t  he r e  I  
s p e a k  o f ;  a n d  a s  o n e  t h a t  k n ow e t h 
  thou 
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t h ou  mu s t  b e  s h o r t ly  t h e r e  t hy  s e l f.  
A s  e v e r  t h o u  w i l t  m e e t  m e  w i t h  
Com f o r t  b e f o r e  t h e  L o rd  t h a t  mad e  
us,  a s  eve r  thou wi l t  e s cape  the  eve r - 
l a s t i n g  p l a g u e s  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e  f i - 
n a l  n e g l e c t e r s  o f  s a l va t i o n ,  a n d  f o r  
a l l  t h a t  a r e  no t  s anc t i f i ed  by  the  
Holy Ghost ,  and love  no t  the  com- 
mun ion  o f  the  Sa in t s ,  a s  membe r s  
o f  the  Holy Cathol ick Chur c h ,  and  
a s  eve r  thou hopes t  to  s ee  the  fa c e  o f  
C h r i s t  t hy  J u d g e ,  a n d  o f  t h e  M a - 
j e s t y  o f  t h e  Fa t h e r,  w i t h  P e a c e  and  
Comfor t ,  and to  be  r e c e ived in to  g lo- 
r y,  when  t h ou  a r t  t u r n ed  nak ed  ou t  
o f  t h i s  w o r l d ,  I  b e s e e c h  t h e e ,  I  
c h a r g e  t h e e,  t o  h e a r  a n d  obey  t h e  
C a l l  o f  God ,  a nd  Re so l ved l y  t o  
Tu r n ,  t h a t  t hou  ma i s t  L ive .  Bu t  
i f  t h o u  Wi l t  no t ,  e v e n  wh e n  t h o u  
ha s t  no  t r u e  Rea son  f o r  i t ,  bu t  Be- 
c a u s e  t h o u  w i l t  n o t :  I  s u m m o n  
t h e e  t o  a n sw e r ’ i t  b e f o r e  t h e  L o rd ,  
a n d  r e q u i r e  t h e e  t h e r e  t o  b e a r  m e  
w i t n e s s  t h a t  I  g a v e  t h e e  w a r n i n g ; 
  and 
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a n d  t h a t  t h o u  wa s t  n o t  c o n d emn e d  
f o r  w a n t  o f  a  C a l l  t o  Tu r n  a n d  
L ive,  bu t  b e c a u s e  t h ou  wou l d s t  n o t  
be l i eve  i t ,  and  obey  i t :  whi c h  a l s o  
must be the Testimony of

Thy serious 

Monitor 
Decemb.  

11. 1657.
Rich. Baxter.
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The Contents.

A 
P re f a c e  t o  t h e  U n - 
s anc t i f i ed ,  exhor t ing  
them to turn, and an- 
swe r i n g  s ome  Ob j e - 
ctions.
The text opened, p. 1.  

 to 9.
Doct. 1. It is the unchangeable Law of  

God that wicked men must Turn or  
Die, p. 9.

Proved, p. 11.
Obj. God will not be so unmerciful as to  

Damn us: Answered, p. 14, 15.
The Use, p. 22.
Who are wicked men, and what Con- 

version is; and how we may know  
whether we are wicked or Converted  
p. 27. to p. 45. Applyed, p. 45. to p. 70.
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Doct. 2. It is the Promise of God that  
the wicked shall live if they will but  
Tu r n ;  t h a t  i s ,  u n f e i g n e d l y  a n d  
throughly Turn, p. 70.

Proved, p. 77.
Doct. 3. God taketh pleasure in mens  

Conversion and salvation; but not at  
their death or damnation: He had  
rather they would Turn and Live;  
then go on and Die, p 85. Expound- 
ed, to p. 93.

Proved, p. 93. to p. 103.
Doct. 4. The Lord hath confirmed it to  

us by his Oath, that he hath no Plea- 
sure in the death of the wicked, but  
that he Turn and Live: that he may  
leave man no pretence to doubt of it,  
 p. 103.

Use. Who is it then that takes pleasure  
in mens sin and death? Not God, nor  
Ministers, nor any good men, p. 106.

Doct. 5. So earnest is God for the Con- 
version of sinners, that he doubleth  
his commands and exhortations with  
vehemency, Turn ye, Turn ye, p. 120.

 Applyed. 
Some Motives to obey Gods Call and  

Turn, p. 126.
Doct. 6. The Lord condescendeth to  

reason the case with Unconver ted  
sinners, and to ask them, Why they 
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will die? p. 152.
A s t r ange  Di sputa t ion .  1.  For  the  

Question. 2. The Disputants. 
Wicked men will die, or destroy them- 

selves, p. 154.
Use. The sinners cause is certainly un- 

reasonable, p. 163.
The i r  s eeming  Rea sons  con fu ted .  

 p. 175,
Qu. Why are men so unreasonable and  

loth to Turn, and will destroy them- 
selves? p. 200. answered.

Doct. 7. If after all this men will not  
turn, it is not long of God that they  
are condemned, but of themselves,  
even of their own wilfulness. They  
die because they will die, that is, be- 
cause they will not turn, p. 209.

Use 1. How unf it the wicked are to  
charge God with their Damnation.  
It is not because God is unmerciful,  
but because they are cruel and mer- 
ciless to themselves, p. 225.

Obj. We cannot convert our selves; nor  
have we Free-will. Answered, p. 235.  
(and in the Preface.)

Use. 2. The subtilty of Satan; the de- 
ceitfulness of sin; and the folly of sin- 
ners; manifested, p. 238,

Use. 3. No wonder if the wicked would 
hinder the Conversion and Salvation 
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 of others, p. 240.
Use 4. Man is the greatest enemy to  

himself, p. 241.
Mans destruction is of himself, proved, 

 p. 242.
The hainous aggravations of self-de- 

stroying, p. 257.
The concluding Exhortation, p. 263.
Ten Directions for those that had rather  

Turn then Die, p. 273. to the end.
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T h e s e  B o o k s  f o l l ow i n g  o f  
the same Authors, are also Print- 
ed for Nevil Simmons Book-sel- 
seller in Kederminster.

TRue Christianity, or Christs Abso- 
lute dominion, and mans necessary  
self-resignation and Subjection, in  

two Assize Sermons preacht at Worcester,  
in 12°.

A Sermon of Judgement preached at  
Pauls, before the Honorable Lord Major  
and Aldermen of the City of London,  
Decem. 17. 1654. and now enlarged, in 12°.

Making light of Christ and Salvation  
too oft the Issue of Gospel Invitations,  
manifest in a Sermon preached at Law- 
rence Jury in London, 8°.

The Agreement of divers Ministers of  
Christ in the County of Worcester for Ca- 
techizing or personal Instructing all in  
their several Parishes that will Consent  
thereunto, containing 1. The Articles of  
our Agreement. 2. An Exhortation to the  
people to submit to this necessary work.  
3. The Profession of Faith and Catechism,  
in 8°.

Guildas Salvianus, the Reformed Pa- 
stor, shewing the nature of the Pastoral 
  work 
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work, especially in private instruction and  
Catechizing, in 8°.

Certain Disputations of Right to Sacra- 
ments, and the True Nature of Visible  
Christianity, 4°.

Of Justif ication: four Disputations  
clear ing and amicably defending the  
Truth, against the unnecessary Oppositi- 
ons of divers Learned and Reverend Bre- 
thren, 4°.

A Treatise of Conversion preached and  
now published for the use of those that  
are strangers to a true Conversion, especi- 
ally the grosly Ignorant and Ungodly, 40.

One sheet for the Ministry against the  
Malignants of all sorts.

A Winding-sheet for Popery.
One sheet against the Quakers.
A second sheet for the Ministry, Justi- 

fying our Calling against Quakers, Seek- 
ers and Papists, and all that deny us to be  
the Ministers of Christ.

Directions to Justices of Peace, espe- 
cially in Corporations, to the discharge of  
their duty to God, written at the request of  
a Magistrate, and Published for the use of  
others that need it.

The Crucifying of the world, by the  
Cross of Christ: With a Preface to the  
Nobles, Gentlemen, and all the Rich, e- 
recting them how they may be Richer.
  A 
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A 

CALL 
TO THE 

Unconverted.
Ezek. 33.11.

Say  un t o  t h em ,  A s  I  l i v e  s a i t h  t h e  
L o rd  God ,  I  h a v e  n o  p l e a s u r e  i n  
t h e  d e a t h  o f  t h e  w i c k e d ,  bu t  t h a t  
t h e  w i c k e d  t u r n  f r o m  h i s  w a y  
a n d  l i v e .  Tu r n  y e ,  t u r n  y e  f r o m  
y o u r  e v i l  w ay s ;  f o r  w hy  w i l l  y e  
die O house of Israel?

I
T  h a t h  b e e n  t h e  
a s t o n i s h i n g  wo n d e r  
o f  m a n y  a  m a n  a s  
we l l  a s  m e ,  t o  r e a d  
i n  t h e  h o l y  S c r i p - 
p t u r e  h ow  f e w  w i l l  

be saved, and that the g reatest par t 
 D even 
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even o f  those  tha t  a re  c a l l e d ,  wi l l  
b e  eve r l a s t i n g l y  s hu t  ou t  o f  t h e  
K ingdom o f  Heaven ,  and  be  to r - 
mented with the Devi l s  in Eter nal  
f i re.  Inf idels  bel ieve not this  when  
t h ey  re ad  i t ,  a nd  t h e re f o re  mu s t  
f e e l  i t .  Those  tha t  do  be l i eve  i t ,  
a r e  f o rc e d  t o  c r y  ou t  w i t h  Pau l  
R o m .  11 . 33 .  O h  t h e  d e p t h  o f  t h e  
r i c he s  bo th  o f  the  wi sdom and know- 
l e d g e  o f  G o d !  H o w  u n s e a r c h a b l e  
a r e  h i s  J u d g e m e n t s,  a n d  h i s  w a i e s  
p a s t  f i n d i n g  o u t !  B u t  n a t u r e  i t  
s e l f  do th  t e a ch  u s  a l l  t o  l ay  t h e  
b l a m e  o f  e v i l  wo r k s  u p o n  t h e  
doer s ;  and there fore  when we see  
any  h a i nou s  t h i ng  done,  a  p r i n - 
ciple of just ice doth provoke us to  
enquire  a f ter  h im that  d id i t ,  that  
t h e  ev i l  o f  t h e  work  may  re tu r n  
t h e  ev i l  o f  s h a m e  u p o n  t h e  a u - 
thor.  I f  we  s aw a  man  k i l l ed  and  
cut in pieces by the way, we would  
present ly ask,  Oh who did th i s  c rue l  
d e e d ?  I f  t h e  t ow n  we re  w i l f u l l y 
  set 
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s e t  on  f i re,  you  wou ld  a sk ,  What  
w i c k e d  w r e t c h  d i d  t h i s ?  S o  w h e n  
we read that the most wil l  be f ire- 
b r and s  o f  he l l  f o r  eve r,  we  mus t  
needs  th ink wi th our  se lves ,  How  
comes  th i s  to  pa s s ?  and who i s  i t  
long of? Who is  i t  that  i s  so cruel  
a s  to be the cause of  such a  thing  
a s  t h i s ?  A n d  we  c a n  m e e t  w i t h  
f ew tha t  wi l l  own the  gu i l t .  I t  i s  
indeed confes t  by a l l  that  Satan  i s  
t h e  c au s e :  bu t  t h a t  do th  no t  re - 
solve the doubt,  because he i s  not  
the  p r inc ipa l  c au se.  He  do th  no t  
fo r ce  men to sin, but tempt  them to  
i t ,  and leave i t  to  the i r  own wi l l s  
whe t h e r  t h ey  w i l l  d o  i t  o r  no t .  
He doth not  ca r r y  men to an Ale- 
h o u s e ,  a n d  f o r c e  o p e n  t h e i r  
m o u t h s ,  a n d  p o u r  i n  t h e  d r i n k ,  
nor  do th  he  ho ld  them tha t  they  
c a n n o t  g o  t o  G o d s  s e r v i c e ,  n o r  
d o t h  h e  f o r c e  t h e i r  h e a r t s  f ro m  
ho l y  t hough t s .  I t  l i e t h  t h e re fo re  
between God himse l f  and the s in-
 D 2 ner 
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ne r :  One  o f  them mus t  need s  be  
the pr incipal l  cause of  a l l  thi s  mi- 
s e r y,  wh i ch  eve r  i t  i s :  Fo r  t h e re  
i s  no  o the r  to  c a s t  i t  upon ;  And  
G o d  d i s c l a i m e t h  i t .  H e  w i l l  n o t  
t ake  i t  upon h im.  And the  wi c ked  
d i s c l a im i t  u sua l l y,  and  they  wi l l  
not take i t  upon them. And this  i s  
the  Controver s ie  tha t  i s  here  ma- 
naging in my text.

T h e  L o r d  c o m p l a i n e t h  o f  t h e  
p e o p l e ;  and  the  p e o p l e  t h ink  i t  i s  
l o n g  o f  G o d .  T h e  s a m e  c o n t ro - 
ver s ie  i s  handled Chap.  18 .  where  
Ver s e  25.  they p la in ly  say,  tha t  the  
way  o f  t h e  L o rd  i s  n o t  e q u a l ,  a nd  
G o d  s a i t h ,  I t  i s  t h e i r  w ay e s  t h a t  
a r e  n o t  e q u a l .  S o  h e r e  t h ey  s ay,  
Ve r s e  19 .  I f  o u r  t r a n s g r e s s i o n s  a n d  
our sins be upon us, and we pine away  
i n  t h e m ,  h o w  s h a l l  w e  t h e n  l i v e ?  
As  i f  they  shou ld  s ay,  I f  we  mus t  
d ie  and be miserable,  how can we  
he lp  i t ?  As  i f  i t  were  not  long o f  
t h e m ,  bu t  G o d .  B u t  G o d  i n  my 
  text 
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t ex t  doth  c lea r  h imse l f  o f  i t ,  and  
t e l l e t h  t h em how they  may  he l p  
i t  i f  t h ey  w i l l ,  a n d  p e r swa d e t h  
them to use the means, and if  they  
will not be perswaded, he lets them  
know that i t  i s  long of themselves;  
and  i f  th i s  wi l l  not  s a t i s f i e  them,  
h e  w i l l  no t  t h e re f o re  f o r b e a r  t o  
punish them: I t  i s  He  that  wi l l  be  
t h e  J u d g e ;  a n d  h e  w i l l  J u d g e  
t h e m  a c c o rd i n g  t o  t h e i r  waye s ;  
They  a re  no  Judge s  o f  h im or  o f  
themse lve s ;  a s  wan t ing  au thor i t y,  
and wisdom, and impar t ia l i ty:  Nor  
i s  i t  their  cavi l l ing and quar rel l ing  
w i t h  G o d  t h a t  s h a l l  s e r ve  t h e i r  
turn, or save them from the execu- 
t ion of Just ice which they murmur  
at.

T h e  wo rd s  o f  t h i s  Ve r s e  c o n - 
t a in ,  1.  Gods  purga t ion  o r  c l e a r - 
ing  o f  h imse l f  f rom the  b l ame o f  
t he i r  De s t r uc t i on .  Th i s  he  do th ,  
n o t  by  d i s ow n i n g  h i s  L aw,  t h a t  
the wicked shal l  die,  nor by disown-
 D 3 ing 
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ing  h i s  Judgement  and  Execu t ion  
a cco rd ing  to  tha t  Law;  o r  g iv ing  
them any hope tha t  the  Law sha l l  
no t  b e  exe cu t ed ;  Bu t  by  p ro f e s - 
s ing that  i t  i s  not  their  death that  
he  takes  p lea sure  in ,  but  the i r  r e- 
tu r n ing  r a ther,  tha t  they may l ive :  
And  th i s  h e  con f i r me th  t o  t h em  
by  h i s  O a t h .  2 .  A n  e x p re s s  E x - 
ho r t a t i on  t o  t h e  w i c ked  t o  Re - 
tu r n ;  where in  God  do th  no t  on- 
l y  Command ,  bu t  p e r swade,  a nd  
condescend al so to reason the case  
w i t h  t h e m ,  W hy  t h ey  w i l l  d i e ?  
The d i rec t  end o f  th i s  Exhor ta t i - 
o n  i s ,  T h a t  t h ey  m ay  Tu r n  a n d  
L ive.  The  Secunda r y  o r  re s e r ved  
ends,  upon supposi t ion that  this  i s  
no t  a t t a ined ,  a re  the se  two.  F i r s t  
t o  c o nv i n c e  t h e m  by  t h e  m e a n s  
which he used,  that  i t  i s  not  long  
o f  G o d  i f  t h e y  b e  m i s e r a b l e .  
Second ly  to  conv ince  them f rom  
the i r  man i f e s t  w i l fu lne s s  in  re j e - 
c t i ng  a l l  h i s  command s  and  pe r -
  swasions, 
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swas ions ,  tha t  i t  i s  long o f  them- 
se lve s :  and  they  d ie  even because  
they Will die.

The  sub s t ance  o f  the  Tex t  do th  
l i e  i n  t he s e  ob s e r va t i on s  f o l l ow- 
ing.

Doct .  1.  I t  i s  t h e  un c hangabl e  Law  
o f  G o d  t h a t  w i c k e d  m e n  m u s t  
Turn or Dye.

Doct .  2 .  I t  i s  t h e  p r om i s e  o f  God ,  
t h a t  t h e  w i c k e d  s h a l l  l i v e  i f  t h e y  
will but Turn.

D o c t .  3 .  G o d  t a k e t h  p l e a s u r e  i n  
m e n s  C o n v e r s i o n  a n d  S a l va t i o n ,  
b u t  n o t  i n  t h e i r  d e a t h  o r  d a m - 
na t i o n .  He  h ad  ra t h e r  t h e y  wou l d  
r e t u r n  a n d  l i v e ,  t h e n  g o  o n  a n d  
die.

D o c t .  4 .  T h i s  i s  a  m o s t  c e r t a i n  
t r u t h ,  w h i c h  b e c a u s e  G o d  w o u l d  
no t  have  men  t o  qu e s t i on ,  h e  ha th  
c o n f i r m e d  i t  t o  t h em  s o l emn ly  by  
his Oath. 

D o c t .  5 .  T h e  L o r d  d o t h  r e d o u b l e 
 D 4 his 
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 h i s  c o m m a n d s  a n d  p e r s w a s i o n s  
to the wicked to Turn. 

D o c t .  6 .  T h e  L o r d  c o n d e s c e n d e t h  
t o  r e a s o n  t h e  c a s e  w i t h  t h e m ,  
a n d  a s k e t h  t h e  w i c k e d ,  Why  t h e y  
will die?

Doc t .  7.  I f  a f t e r  a l l  t h i s  t h e  w i c - 
k e d  w i l l  n o t  t u r n ,  i t  i s  n o t  l o n g  
o f  G o d  t h a t  t h e y  p e r i s h ,  b u t  o f  
t h e m s e l v e s :  t h e i r  o w n  w i l f u l n e s s  
i s  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  d a m n a t i o n ,  
t h e y  t h e r e f o r e  d i e ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  
will die.

Hav ing  l a i d  t h e  Tex t  op en  b e - 
fore  your  eyes  in  these  p la in  pro- 
posi t ions,  I  shal l  next speak some- 
w h a t  o f  e a c h  o f  t h e m  i n  o rd e r ;  
though very briefly.
  Doct. 



 1st proof reading draft 9

9

Doct. 1. IT  i s  t h e  u n c h a n g e a b l e  
L a w  o f  G o d  t h a t  w i c - 

ked men must Turn or Die.

I f  you wi l l  be l i eve  God,  be l i eve  
t h i s :  T h e r e  i s  bu t  o n e  o f  t h e s e  
two wayes  fo r  ever y  wicked man,  
e i the r  Conver s ion  o r  Damna t ion .  
I  know the wicked wi l l  hard ly  be  
pe r swaded  e i the r  o f  the  t r u th  o r  
Equ i ty  o f  th i s .  No wonder  i f  the  
Gui l ty  quar re l  wi th  the  Law.  Few  
men are apt  to be l ieve that  which  
t hey  wou ld  no t  h ave  to  be  t r ue :  
And fewer  would  have  tha t  to  be  
t r ue  which  they  apprehend  to  be  
aga in s t  them.  But  i t  i s  no t  qua r - 
re l l ing  wi th  the  Law,  or  wi th  the  
Judge,  tha t  w i l l  s ave  the  Ma le f a - 
c to r.  Be l i ev ing  and  rega rd ing  the  
L a w  m i g h t  h a ve  p r e ve n t e d  h i s  
d e a th :  bu t  d eny ing  and  a c cu s i ng  
i t  wil l  but hasten it .  I f  i t  were not 
 D 5 so 
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so,  an  hundred would  br ing  the i r  
r e a s on s  a g a i n s t  t h e  L aw,  f o r  one  
that  would br ind his  reason to  the  
L a w :  a n d  m e n  w o u l d  r a t h e r  
choose  to  g ive  the i r  re a son s  why  
they  should not  be punished,  then  
to hear  the commands and reasons  
of  their  Governour s which require  
t h em  to  obey.  The  L aw  wa s  no t  
made  f o r  you  t o  Judge,  bu t  t h a t  
you might be ruled and Judged by  
it.

Bu t  i f  t h e re  be  any  so  b l i nd  a s  
to  venture  to  ques t ion,  e i ther  the  
Tr u th  o r  t he  Ju s t i c e  o f  t h i s  L aw  
o f  God ,  I  s h a l l  b r i e f l y  g ive  you  
tha t  Evidence o f  both ,  which not  
th inks  should sa t i s f ie  a  rea sonable  
man.

And f i r s t ,  i f  you doubt  whether  
t h i s  be  the  word  o f  God  o r  no t ,  
b e s i d e s  a n  h u n d re d  o t h e r  t e x t s ,  
you may be sa t i s f ied by these few.  
Ma t .  18 . 3.  Ve r e ly  I  s ay  un t o  y o u ,  
e x c e p t  y e  b e  c o n v e r t e d  a n d  b e c om e 
  as 
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as  l i t t l e  c h i ld ren,  ye  cannot  ente r  in- 
t o  t h e  K i n g d o m  o f  H e a v e n .  J o h n  
3,  3.  Ver i ly,  ve r i ly,  I  s ay  un to  the e,  
ex c ep t  a  man  b e  bo r n  a ga in  h e  c an- 
no t  s e e  the  Kingdom o f  God  2  Cor.  
5 . 17.  I f  a  m a n  b e  i n  C h r i s t ,  h e  
i s  a  n e w  c r e a t u r e :  O l d  t h i n g s  a r e  
p a s t  a w a y,  b e h o l d  a l l  t h i n g  a r e  
b e c o m e  n e w.  C o l o s ,  3 . 9 . 1 0 .  Ye  
h a v e  p u t  o f f  t h e  o l d  m an  w i t h  h i s  
deeds,  and have put on the new man,  
wh i c h  i s  r en ewed  in  know l edg e  a f t e r  
t h e  ima g e  o f  h im  t h a t  c r e a t e d  h im .  
Heb.  12 .14 .  Withou t  h o l i n e s s  n on e  
s h a l l  s e e  G o d .  R o m .  8 . 8 ,  9 .  S o  
t h en  t h ey  t ha t  a r e  i n  t h e  f l e s h  c an- 
n o t  p l e a s e  G o d .  N o w  i f  a ny  m a n  
have  no t  t h e  Sp i r i t  o f  Ch r i s t ,  h e  i s  
n o n e  o f  h i s .  G a l .  6 . 15 .  F o r  i n  
C h r i s t  J e s u s  n e i t h e r  C i r c u m c i s i o n  
a va i l e t h  a ny  t h i n g,  n o r  un c i r c um c i- 
s i o n ,  b u t  a  n e w  c r e a t u r e .  1  Pe t .  
1 . 3 .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  a b u n d a n t  
g r a c e  h e  h a t h  b e g o t t e n  u s  a g a i n  t o  
a  l i ve ly  hope.  Ver se  23.  Be ing  bo r n 
  again 



12 richard baxter—a call to the unconverted

12

a g a i n ,  n o t  o f  c o r r u p t i b l e  s e e d ,  bu t  
o f  i n c o r r u p t i b l e ,  b y  t h e  Wo r d  o f  
Go d ,  wh i c h  l i v e t h  a n d  a b i d e t h  f o r  
e ve r,  1  Pe t .  2 .1,  2 .  Wher e f o r e  l ay - 
i n g  a s i d e  a l l  ma l i c e,  a n d  a l l  g u i l e,  
and  hypo c r i s i e s,  and  env i e s,  and  ev i l  
s p e ak i n g s,  a s  n ew  b o r n  b a b e s  d e s i r e  
the  s in c e r e  mi lk  o f  the  word ,  tha t  ye  
may  g r ow  t h e r e by.  P s a lm 9 .17.  The  
wi c ked sha l l  be  tu r ned in to  he l l ,  and  
a l l  t h e  N a t i o n s  t h a t  f o r g e t  G o d .  
P s a l m  11 . 5 .  A n d  t h e  L o r d  l o v e t h  
the r ighteous,  but  the wi cked hi s  soul  
hateth.

As I  need not s tay to open these  
Texts which are so plain, so I think  
I  need  no t  add  any  more  o f  tha t  
mu l t i t u d e  wh i ch  s p e ak  t h e  l i ke :  
I f  thou be a man that  dost  bel ieve  
t h e  Word  o f  God :  he re ’s  a l re ady  
enough  to  s a t i s f i e  t hee,  t h a t  t he  
wicked must  be conver ted or con- 
demned .  You a re  a l ready  b rought  
so  f a r,  tha t  you  mus t  e i the r  con- 
fess that this is true, or say plainly, 
  you 
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you wi l l  no t  be l i eve  the  Word o f  
G o d .  A n d  i f  o n c e  yo u  b e  c o m e  
to that pass, there is but small hopes  
o f  yo u :  l o o k  t o  yo u r  s e l ve s  a s  
we l l  a s  you  c an ;  f o r  i t s  l i ke  you  
wi l l  not  be long out  of  Hel l .  You  
would be ready to f l ie  in the f ace  
o f  h im  t h a t  s hou l d  g ive  yo u  t h e  
l i e :  a n d  ye t  d a r e  yo u  g i ve  t h e  
l i e  t o  God ?  Bu t  i f  you  t e l l  God  
p l a in ly  you wi l l  no t  be l i eve  h im,  
b l ame  h im  no t  i f  h e  neve r  wa r n  
yo u  m o re ,  o r  i f  h e  f o r s a ke  yo u  
and  g ive  you  up  a s  hope le s s .  For  
t o  wha t  pu r po s e  shou ld  he  wa r n  
you  i f  you  wi l l  no t  be l i eve  h im?  
should he send an Angel from hea- 
ven  to  you ,  i t s  s e ems  you  wou ld  
n o t  b e l i e ve .  F o r  a n  A n g e l  c a n  
s pe ak  bu t  the  Word  o f  God :  and  
i f  an Angel  should br ing you ano- 
t h e r  Go s p e l ,  you  a re  no t  t o  r e - 
ceive it ,  but to hold him accur sed,  
Ga l .  1 . 8 ,  9 .  And  s u re l y  t h e re  i s  
no Angel to be believed before the 
  Son 
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Son  o f  God ,  who  came  f rom the  
Fa ther  to  b r ing  u s  th i s  Doct r ine,  
I f  he  be  not  to  be  be l i eved ,  then  
a l l  t h e  Ange l s  i n  he aven  a re  no t  
to  be  be l i eved .  And  i f  you  s t and  
on  the se  t e r ms  wi th  God ,  I  sha l l  
leave you ti l l  he deal with you in a  
mo re  c onv i n c i n g  way.  God  h a t h  
a  vo i ce  tha t  w i l l  make  you  hea r.  
Though he in t r ea t  you to hear  the  
vo ice  o f  h i s  Gospe l ,  he  wi l l  make  
you hear the voice of his condemn- 
i n g  S e n t e n c e ,  w i t h o u t  i n t r e a t y.  
We  c a n n o t  m a k e  y o u  b e l i e v e  
a g a i n s t  you r  w i l l s :  bu t  God  w i l l  
m a k e  y o u  f e e l  a g a i n s t  y o u r  
wills.

But  l e t  u s  hear  what  rea son you  
h ave ,  w hy  yo u  w i l l  n o t  b e l i e ve  
th i s  word  o f  God ,  wh ich  t e l l s  u s  
that  the wicked must  be Conver t ed  
o r  c o n d e m n e d ?  I  k n ow  yo u r  r e a - 
son ;  i t  i s  becau se  tha t  you  judge  
i t  un l ike ly  tha t  God should  be  so  
unme rc i f u l :  you  t h i nk  i t  c r u e l t y 
  to 
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to  damn men ever l a s t ing ly  fo r  so  
sma l l  a  th ing a s  a  s in fu l  l i f e.  And  
t h i s  l e a d s  u s  u p  t o  t h e  s e c o n d  
t h i n g ,  w h i c h  i s  t o  j u s t i f i e  t h e  
E q u i t y  o f  G o d  i n  h i s  L aw s  a n d  
Judgements.

A n d  f i r s t  I  t h i n k  yo u  w i l l  n o t  
deny but that  i t  i s  most  sutable to  
an  immor ta l  sou l ,  to  be  r u led  by  
L aw s  t h a t  p ro m i s e  a n  i m m o r t a l  
r ewa rd ,  a n d  t h re a t e n  a n  e n d l e s s  
p un i s hmen t .  O th e rw i s e  t h e  L aw  
should not be suited to the nature  
o f  t h e  s ub j e c t ;  who  w i l l  no t  b e  
f u l l y  r u l e d  by  any  l owe r  mean s ,  
then  the  Hopes  or  Fea r s  o f  ever- 
l a s t ing  th ing s :  As  i t  i s  in  c a s e  o f  
t e m p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t ;  i f  a  L aw  
were now made that the most hai- 
nous cr imes shal l  be punished with  
a n  h u n d re d  ye a r s  c a p t i v i t y,  t h i s  
might  be  o f  some e f f i cacy,  a s  be- 
ing equal to our l ives.  But i f  there  
had been no other penalt ies before  
t he  f l ood ,  when  men  l ived  e i gh t 
  or 
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o r  n i n e  hund red  ye a r s ,  i t  wou l d  
no t  have  been  su f f i c i en t ,  because  
men would  know tha t  they  might  
h ave  so  many  hund red  ye a r s  im- 
pun i t y  a f t e rwa rd .  So  i s  i t  i n  ou r  
present case.

2 .  I  s u p p o s e  yo u  w i l l  c o n f e s s  
tha t  the  p romi s e  o f  an endle s s  and  
unconceivable g lor y i s  not unsui t- 
able to the wisdom of God, or the  
case of man. And why then should  
you not think so of  the Threatn ing  
of  an endles s  and unspeakable mi- 
sery?

3 .  W h e n  y o u  f i n d  i t  i n  t h e  
Word  o f  God tha t  s o  i t  i s,  and  s o  
i t  wi l l  be,  do you think your selves  
f i t  to  con t r ad i c t  th i s  Word?  Wi l l  
you ca l l  your  Maker  to  the  Bar r ?  
a nd  ex am ine  h i s  Word  upon  t h e  
a c cu s a t i on  o f  f a l s hood ?  w i l l  you  
sit upon him and judge him by the  
L aw  o f  yo u r  C o n c e i t s ?  A re  yo u  
wi ser,  and bet ter,  and r ighteouser  
t h e n  h e ?  M u s t  t h e  G o d  o f  h e a -
  ven 
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ve n  c o m e  t o  S c h o o l  t o  yo u  t o  
l e a r n  wi sdom? Mus t  in f in i t e  wi s - 
dom l e a r n  o f  f o l l y ?  a nd  i n f i n i t e  
Goodne s s  be  co r rec t ed  by  a  sw i - 
nish sinner, that cannot keep himself  
an hour c lean? Must  the Almighty  
s t and  a t  t he  Ba r  o f  a  wor m?  Oh  
hor r id  a r rogancy o f  sens le s s  dus t !  
Shall every mole, or cold, or dung- 
h i l l ,  a c cu s e  the  Sun  o f  d a rkne s s ,  
a nd  unde r t a ke  t o  i l l um in a t e  t h e  
wo r l d ?  W h e r e  we r e  yo u  w h e n  
t h e  A l m i g h t y  m a d e  t h e s e  L aw s ,  
t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  c a l l  yo u  t o  h i s  
c o u n s e l ?  S u r e l y  h e  m a d e  t h e m  
b e f o r e  yo u  we r e  b o r n ,  w i t h o u t  
d e s i r i n g  yo u r  a d v i c e :  a n d  yo u  
come into the world too late for to  
r eve r s e  t h em :  i f  you  cou l d  h ave  
done so g rea t  a  work,  you should  
h ave  s t ep t  ou t  o f  you r  Noth ing- 
ness ,  and have contradicted Chr i s t  
when  he  wa s  on  e a r t h ,  o r  Mos e s  
b e f o re  h im ,  o r  h ave  s aved  Adam  
a nd  h i s  s i n f u l  p rog eny  f rom  t h e 
  threatened 
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t h r e a t n e d  d e a t h ,  t h a t  s o  t h e r e  
might have been no need of Chr ist!  
A n d  w h a t  i f  G o d  w i t h d r aw  h i s  
pa t ience  aud sus tenta t ion,  and le t  
you drop in to  Hel l  whi le  you a re  
q u a r r e l l i n g  w i t h  h i s  Wo rd ,  w i l l  
yo u  t h e n  b e l i eve  t h a t  t h e re  i s  a  
Hell?

4 .  I f  s in  be  such  an  ev i l  tha t  i t  
r e qu i re t h  t h e  d e a t h  o f  Ch r i s t  f o r  
i t s  expia t ion,  no wonder  i f  i t  de- 
serve our everlasting misery.

5.  And  i f  t h e  s i n  o f  t h e  Dev i l s  
deser ved an endle s s  tor ment ,  why  
not also the sin of man?

6 .  A n d  m e  t h i n k s  yo u  s h o u l d  
perceive, that i t  i s  not poss ible for  
the best  of men, much less  for the  
w i c ke d  t o  b e  c o m p e t e n t  Ju d g e s  
o f  the  de s e r t  o f  s i n .  A l a s  we  a re  
a l l  both bl ind and par t ia l .  You can  
never know ful ly the deser t of s in,  
t i l l  you ful ly know the evi l  of  s in;  
a n d  yo u  c a n  n e ve r  f u l l y  k n ow  
the evi l  of  s in,  t i l l  you ful ly know, 
  1. The 
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1 .  T h e  E x c e l l e n c y  o f  t h e  s o u l  
wh i ch  i t  d e f o r me th .  2 .  And  t h e  
excellency of holiness which it doth  
obl i t e r a te.  3.  And the  rea son  and  
e x c e l l e n c y  o f  t h e  L a w  w h i c h  i t  
v i o l a t e t h .  And  4 .  t h e  exce l l ency  
o f  t h e  G l o r y  w h i c h  i t  d o t h  d e - 
s p i s e.  And  5.  t he  exce l l ency  and  
of f ice  of  Reason  which i t  t readeth  
d ow n .  6 .  N o  n o r  t i l l  yo u  k n ow  
the  in f in i te  Exce l lency,  Almight i- 
n e s s  a n d  H o l i n e s s  o f  t h a t  G o d  
a g a i n s t  w h o m  i t  i s  c o m m i t t e d .  
When  you  f u l l y  know  a l l  t h e s e ,  
you sha l l  fu l ly  know the deser t  of  
s i n .  B e s i d e s ,  you  know  t h a t  t h e  
o f f e n d o r  i s  t o o  p a r t i a l  t o  j u d g e  
the Law, or the proceedings of  his  
J u d g e .  We  j u d g e  b y  f e e l i n g ,  
wh i ch  b l i nd s  ou r  re a son .  We s ee  
i n  c o m m o n  wo r l d l y  t h i n g s  t h a t  
most  men think the cause i s  r ight  
wh i ch  i s  t h e i r  own :  and  t h a t  a l l  
i s  wrong that s  done aga ins t  them:  
and let the most wise,  or just ,  im-
  partial 
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p a r t i a l  f r i end s  pe r swade  them to  
t he  con t r a r y,  and  i t s  a l l  i n  va in .  
There’s  few chi ldren but think the  
F a t h e r  i s  unme rc i f u l ,  o r  d e a l e t h  
h a r d l y  w i t h  t h e m ,  i f  h e  w h i p  
t h e m .  T h e r e ’s  s c a r c e  t h e  v i l e s t  
sw in i sh  wre t ch ,  bu t  th inke th  the  
Chu rch  do th  w rong  h im  i f  t h ey  
e x commun i c a t e  h im :  No r  s c a rc e  
a  Thief  or  Murderer  that  i s  hang- 
ed,  but would accuse the Law and  
Ju d g e  o f  c r u e l t y,  i f  t h a t  wo u l d  
serve turn.

7.  C a n  yo u  t h i n k  t h a t  a n  u n - 
h o l y  s o u l  i s  f i t  f o r  h e a v e n ?  A l a s ,  
they cannot  l ove  God he re,  nor  do  
h im any ser v ice which he can ac- 
c e p t .  T h ey  a r e  c o n t r a r y  t o  G o d ,  
t h e y  l o a t h  t h a t  w h i c h  h e  m o s t  
l ove t h ;  a n d  l ove  t h a t  w h i c h  h e  
a b h o r r e t h :  T h e y  a r e  u n c a p a b l e  
o f  t h a t  i m p e r f e c t  C o m m u n i o n  
with him, which his Saints do here  
p a r t a ke  o f .  H ow  t h e n  c a n  t h ey  
l ive  i n  t h a t  p e r f e c t  l ove  o f  h im , 
  and 
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and ful l  de l ights ,  and Communion  
with him, which i s  the blessedness  
o f  h e a ve n ?  Yo u  d o  n o t  a c c u s e  
you r  s e l ve s  o f  unmerc i f u l ne s s ,  i f  
yo u  m a ke  n o t  yo u r  e n e my  yo u r  
bosom Counse l l e r ;  o r  i f  you t ake  
no t  your  swine  to  bed  and  boa rd  
w i t h  yo u ;  n o  n o r  i f  y o u  t a k e  
away  h i s  l i f e ,  t h o u g h  h e  n eve r  
s i n n e d .  A n d  ye t  w i l l  yo u  b l a m e  
the  ab so lu te  Lord ,  the  mos t  wi se  
a n d  g r a c i o u s  S ove r a i g n  o f  t h e  
wor ld  i f  he  condemn the  Uncon- 
verterted to perpetual misery?

Use.

I Besee ch  you  now,  a l l  t h a t  l ove  
y o u r  s o u l s ,  t h a t  i n s t e a d  o f  

quar re l l ing with God and with his  
Wo rd ,  yo u  w i l l  p r e s e n t l y  s t o o p  
t o  i t ,  a nd  u s e  i t  f o r  you r  good .  
A l l  you  tha t  a re  ye t  unconve r t ed  
in  th i s  As sembly,  t ake  th i s  a s  the 
  undoubted



22 richard baxter—a call to the unconverted

22

u n d o u b t e d  t r u t h  o f  G o d :  Yo u  
mus t  e re  long be  c onve r t ed  o r  c on- 
d e m n e d .  T h e re  i s  n o  o t h e r  way,  
bu t  Tur n  o r  Dye.  When  God tha t  
c a n n o t  l y e  h a t h  t o l d  yo u  t h i s ;  
When you hear  i t  f rom the Maker  
a nd  Judge  o f  t h e  wo r l d  i t s  t ime  
for  him that  hath ear s  to hear.  By  
t h i s  t ime  you  may  s e e  wha t  you  
have to t r us t  to.  You are  but  dead  
and  damned  men ,  excep t  you  wi l l  
b e  c onve r t e d .  Shou l d  I  t e l l  you  
o t h e rw i s e ,  I  s hou l d  d e c e ive  you  
with a lye. Should I hide this from  
you ,  I  shou ld  undoe  you ,  and  be  
gui l ty of  your blood, as  the ver ses  
be fore  my Text  a s sure  me,  Ver.  8 .  
When I  say to  the  wi c ked,  O wi c ked  
man  t h o u  s h a l t  s u r e ly  dye,  i f  t h o u  
d o s t  n o t  s p e a k  t o  wa r n  t h e  w i c k e d  
f r om h i s  way,  tha t  w i c ked  man sha l l  
dy e  i n  h i s  i n i q u i t y ;  b u t  h i s  b l o o d  
w i l l  I  r e q u i r e  a t  t h i n e  h a n d .  Yo u  
s ee  then ,  though  th i s  be  a  rough  
unwe l come  Doc t r i ne,  i t s  s uch  a s 
  we 
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we  m u s t  p r e a c h ,  a n d  yo u  m u s t  
he a r.  I t  i s  e a s i e r  to  hea r  o f  He l l  
then feel  i t .  I f  your necess i t ies did  
not  requi re  i t ,  we would  not  ga l l  
your  t ender  ea r s  wi th  t r u th s  tha t  
s eem so  ha r sh  and  g r i evous .  He l l  
would not be so full, if people were  
bu t  w i l l i n g  t o  k n ow  t h e i r  c a s e ,  
and  to  hea r  and  th ink  o f  i t .  The  
reason why so few escape it ,  i s  be- 
cause they str ive not to enter in at  
the s t ra i t  ga te  of  Conver s ion,  and  
to  go  the  nar row way o f  ho l ine s s  
w h i l e  t h ey  h ave  t i m e :  a n d  t h ey  
s t r i ve  n o t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  b e  n o t  
wakened to a  l ive ly  fee l ing of  the  
d ange r  t h ey  a re  i n :  a nd  t h ey  b e  
n o t  wa ke n e d ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  
do th  t o  he a r  o r  t h ink  o f  i t ;  and  
that  i s  par t ly  through fool i sh ten- 
der ne s s ,  and  ca r na l  s e l f - love,  and  
p a r t l y  b e c au s e  t h ey  do  no t  we l l  
be l i eve  the  Word  tha t  th re a tne th  
i t .  I f  you  wi l l  bu t  th rough ly  be- 
l i e ve  t h i s  t r u t h ,  m e  t h i n k s  t h e 
  weight 
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we igh t  o f  i t  s hou ld  fo rce  you  to  
remember i t ;  and i t  should fo l low  
you,  and g ive you no res t  t i l l  you  
a r e  c o nve r t e d .  I f  yo u  h a d  b u t  
once heard thi s  word by the voice  
o f  a n  Ange l ,  Thou  mu s t  b e  Con - 
v e r t e d  o r  C o n d e m n e d ;  Tu r n  o r  
D i e :  wo u l d  i t  n o t  s t i c k  i n  yo u r  
m i n d ,  a n d  h a u n t  yo u  n i g h t  a n d  
d ay,  s o  t h a t  i n  you r  s i nn ing  you  
wou ld  remembe r  i t ,  a nd  a t  you r  
l abour you would remember i t ,  a s  
i f  the voice were st i l l  in your ear s,  
Tu r n  o r  D i e.  O  h appy  we re  you r  
s ou l s  i f  i t  m igh t  t hu s  work  w i th  
you ,  a nd  n eve r  b e  f o r go t t en ,  o r  
l e t  you  a lone,  t i l l  i t  h ave  d r iven  
home your  hea r t s  to  God .  But  i f  
you will cast it out by forgetfulness  
o r  unbe l i e f ,  how c an  i t  wo rk  t o  
yo u r  C o nve r s i o n  a n d  S a l va t i o n ?  
B u t  t a ke  t h i s  w i t h  yo u  t o  yo u r  
s o r r o w ;  t h o u g h  y o u  m a y  p u t  
th i s  ou t  o f  your  minds ,  you  can- 
no t  pu t  i t  ou t  o f  t h e  B ib l e ;  bu t 
  there 
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the re  i t  wi l l  s tand as  a sea led truth  
w h i c h  yo u  s h a l l  e x p e r i m e n t a l l y  
k n ow  f o r  eve r ,  t h a t  t h e re  i s  n o  
other way but Turn or Die.

O  w h a t ’s  t h e  m a t t e r  t h e n  t h a t  
the hear ts of sinners be not pierced  
w i t h  s u c h  a  we i g h t y  t r u t h !  A  
man would  th ink  now,  tha t  ever y  
Unconver ted soul  that  hear s  these  
wo rd s ,  s hou ld  b e  p r i cked  t o  t h e  
hear t ,  and th ink wi th  themse lve s ,  
Thi s  i s  my  own c a s e ;  and never  be  
qu i e t  t i l l  t h ey  f ound  t h ems e l ve s  
c o nve r t e d .  B e l i e ve  i t  S i r s ,  t h i s  
d rows i e  c a re l e s s  t empe r  w i l l  no t  
l a s t  l o n g .  C o nve r s i o n  a n d  C o n - 
d e m n a t i o n  a r e  b o t h  o f  t h e m  
awakening things; and one of them  
wil l  make you feel  ere long.  I  can  
foretel it as truly as if I saw it with  
my eyes ,  that  ei ther Grace or Hel l  
wi l l  shor t ly br ing these matter s  to  
t h e  q u i c k ,  a n d  m a k e  y o u  s a y,  
W h a t  h a v e  I  d o n e ?  W h a t  a  f o o l - 
i s h  w i c k e d  c o u r s e  h a v e  I  t a k e n !
 E The 
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The scor nful ,  and the s tupid s ta te  
o f  s i n n e r s  w i l l  l a s t  b u t  a  l i t t l e  
w h i l e .  A s  s o o n  a s  t h e y  e i t h e r  
Tu r n  o r  D i e ,  t h e  p r e s u m p t u o u s  
dream wil l  be at  an end,  and then  
t h e i r  w i t s  a n d  f e e l i n g  w i l l  r e - 
turn.

BU T  I  f o r e s e e  t h e r e  a r e  t wo  
th ing s  tha t  a re  l i ke  to  ha rden  

t h e  u n c o nve r t e d ,  a n d  m a ke  m e  
lose al l  my labour, except they can  
b e  t a k e n  o u t  o f  t h e  w a y :  a n d  
t h a t  i s  t h e  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  
t h e s e  t wo  wo r d s ,  [ T h e  W i c k e d ]  
and  [Tur n . ]  Some wi l l  th ink  wi th  
t h e m s e l ve s ,  I t s  t r u e ,  t h e  w i c k e d  
m u s t  Tu r n  o r  D i e :  b u t  w h a t ’s  
that to me? I am not wicked, though  
I am a sinner, as al l men be. Others  
w i l l  t h i n k ,  I t s  t r u e  t h a t  w e  mu s t  
Tu r n  f r o m  o u r  e v i l  w a i e s :  b u t  I  
am  Tu r n ed  l on g  a g o ;  I  h op e  t h i s  i s 
  not 
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n o t  n o w  t o  d o.  A n d  t h u s  w h i l e  
w i c k e d  m e n  t h i n k  t h e y  a r e  n o t  
w i c k ed ,  bu t  a re  a l ready  Conve r t ed ,  
we lose all our labour in perswading  
them to Turn. I shal l  therefore be- 
fore I go any fur ther, tel l  you here  
w h o  a r e  m e a n t  b y  [ t h e  w i c k e d ]  
and who they be that must turn  or  
d i e ;  a n d  a l s o  w h a t  i s  m e a n t  by  
Turning,  and who they be that  are  
t r u l y  conve r t ed :  And  th i s  I  h ave  
pur pose ly  re se r ved  for  th i s  p l ace,  
prefer r ing the Method that f i t s  my  
end.

A n d  h e r e  y o u  m u s t  o b s e r v e ,  
t h a t  i n  t h e  s e n s e  o f  t h e  Tex t ,  a  
w i c k e d  m a n ,  a n d  a  c o n v e r t e d  m a n  
a re  contrar ies .  No man i s  a  wick- 
ed  man tha t  i s  conver ted ;  and no  
m a n  i s  a  c o nve r t e d  m a n  t h a t  i s  
w i c ked :  So  t h a t  t o  b e  a  w i c ked  
m a n ,  a n d  t o  b e  a n  u n c o nve r t e d  
m a n ,  i s  a l l  o n e .  A n d  t h e r e f o r e  
i n  o p e n i n g  o n e  we  s h a l l  o p e n  
both. 
 E 2 Before 
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Be f o re  I  c a n  t e l l  you  wha t  e i - 
t h e r  Wic k e dn e s s  o r  Conve r s i o n  i s ,  
I must go to the bottom, and fetch  
u p  t h e  m a t t e r  f r o m  t h e  b e g i n - 
ning.

I t  p l e a s ed  t h e  g re a t  C re a t o r  o f  
the  wor ld ,  to  make three  sor t s  o f  
l iv i ng  c re a t u re s :  Ang e l s  h e  made  
p u r e  S p i r i t s  w i t h o u t  f l e s h :  a n d  
the re fo re  he  made  them on ly  fo r  
Heaven ,  and  no t  fo r  to  dwe l l  on  
e a r t h .  B r u i t s  w e r e  m a d e  f l e s h  
w i t h o u t  i m m o r t a l  s o u l s :  a n d  
t h e r e f o r e  t h e y  we r e  m a d e  o n l y  
f o r  e a r t h  a n d  n o t  f o r  H e ave n .  
Man  i s  of a middle nature between  
bo th ,  a s  p a r t a k i ng  o f  bo t h  f l e s h  
and  Sp i r i t ;  and  the re fo re  he  wa s  
made both for  Ear th  and Heaven.  
But as his f lesh is made to be but a  
servant to his Spir it ,  so is he made  
for ear th but as  his  passage or way  
t o  H e a v e n ,  a n d  n o t  t h a t  t h i s  
shou ld  be  h i s  home or  happines s .  
T h e  b l e s s e d  s t a t e  t h a t  m a n  wa s 
  made 
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made for,  was  to  behold the Glo- 
r ious  Majes ty  of  the Lord,  and to  
prai se him among his  holy Angels ;  
and to love him and be f i l led with  
hi s  Love for  ever.  And as  th i s  was  
t h e  End  th a t  man  wa s  made  f o r,  
s o  God  d id  g ive  h im  mean s  t h a t  
were  f i t t ed  to  the  a t t a in ing  o f  i t .  
T h e s e  m e a n s  w e r e  p r i n c i p a l l y  
two. Fir st the r ight Inclination and  
D i spo s i t i on  o f  t he  mind  o f  man .  
Secondly the r ight order ing of  hi s  
l i f e  a n d  p r a c t i c e .  Fo r  t h e  f i r s t ,  
God suited the Disposit ion of man  
u n t o  h i s  E n d ;  g i v i n g  h i m  s u c h  
knowledge  o f  God  a s  wa s  f i t  f o r  
h i s  p r e s e n t  s t a t e ,  a n d  a n  H e a r t  
Di sposed and Inc l ined to  God,  in  
ho ly  Love.  But  ye t  he  d id  not  f ix  
o r  c o n f i r m  h im in  th i s  cond i t ion ;  
but having made him a free agent,  
he left him in the hands of his own  
free-wil l .  For the second, God did  
tha t  which be longed to  h im;  tha t  
i s ,  he gave man a per fect  Law, re-
  quiring
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q u i r i n g  h i m  t o  c o n t i nu e  i n  t h e  
L ove  o f  G o d ,  a n d  p e r f e c t l y  t o  
o b ey  h i m .  B y  t h e  w i l f u l  b re a c h  
of this  Law, man did not only for- 
f e i t  h i s  hope s  o f  eve r l a s t i ng  l i f e,  
b u t  a l s o  t u r n e d  h i s  h e a r t  f r o m  
God,  and  f ixed  i t  on  the se  lower  
f l e s h l y  t h i n g s :  a n d  h e r e b y  d i d  
b l o t  o u t  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  I m a g e  o f  
God  f rom h i s  s ou l .  So  t h a t  man  
did both f a l l  shor t of the Glory of  
God,  which was  h i s  End,  and put  
h imse l f  ou t  o f  the  Way by  which  
h e  s h o u l d  h ave  a t t a i n e d  i t ;  a n d  
t h i s  bo th  a s  t o  t h e  f r ame  o f  h i s  
hea r t  and of  h i s  l i f e.  The holy In- 
c l ina t ion  and  Love  o f  h i s  sou l  to  
God, he lost ;  and instead of i t ,  he  
c o n t r a c t e d  a n  I n c l i n a t i o n  a n d  
Love  to  the  p lea s ing  o f  h i s  f l e sh ,  
o r  c a r n a l - s e l f  by  e a r t h l y  t h i n g s ;  
g rowing  s t r ange  to  God ,  and  ac - 
qu a in t ed  w i th  t h e  c re a t u re :  And  
the cour se of his l i fe was suited to  
t h e  B e n t  a n d  I n c l i n a t i o n  o f  h i s 
  heart 
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hea r t :  he  l ived  to  h i s  ca r na l  s e l f ,  
a n d  n o t  t o  G o d :  h e  s o u g h t  t h e  
c r e a t u r e  f o r  t h e  p l e a s i n g  o f  h i s  
f l e sh ,  in s tead of  seeking to  p lea se  
t h e  L o r d .  W i t h  t h i s  N a t u r e  o r  
Co r rup t  i n c l i na t i on  we a re  a l l  now  
b o r n  i n t o  t h e  wo r l d :  F o r  w h o  
c a n  b r i n g  a  c l e a n  t h i n g  o u t  o f  a n  
u n c l e a n ?  J o b  1 4 . 4 .  A s  a  L y o n  
ha th  a  f i e rce  and crue l  na tu r e  be- 
f o r e  h e  d o t h  d evo u r ;  a n d  a s  a n  
Adder hath a  venemous nature  be- 
fore he sting; so in our very infan- 
c y  we  h ave  t h o s e  s i n f u l  N a t u r e s  
or  In c l ina t ions  before we think,  or  
s p e a k ,  o r  d o  a m i s s .  A n d  h e n c e  
sp r inge th  a l l  the  s in  o f  our  l ive s .  
And  no t  on l y  so ;  bu t  when  God  
h a th  o f  h i s  me rcy  p rov i d ed  u s  a  
R e m e d y,  e v e n  t h e  L o r d  J e s u s  
Ch r i s t  t o  b e  t h e  S av i ou r  o f  ou r  
s ou l s ,  and  b r ing  u s  b a ck  to  God  
aga in ,  we  na tura l l y  love  our  p re- 
s e n t  s t a t e ,  a n d  a r e  l o t h  t o  b e  
b rough t  ou t  o f  i t ,  a nd  t h e re f o re 
 E 4 are 
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a r e  s e t  a g a i n s t  t h e  m e a n s  o f  
o u r  R e c o v e r y ;  a n d  t h o u g h  
c u s t o m  h ave  t a u g h t  u s  t o  t h a n k  
C h r i s t  f o r  h i s  g o o d  w i l l ,  y e t  
c a r n a l  s e l f  p e r s w a d e t h  u s  t o  
r e f u s e  h i s  R e m e d i e s ,  a n d  t o  
d e s i r e  t o  b e  e x c u s e d  w h e n  we  
a r e  c o m m a n d e d  t o  t a k e  t h e  
M e d i c i n e s  w h i c h  h e  o f f e r e t h ,  
a n d  a r e  c a l l e d  t o  f o r s a k e  a l l ,  
a n d  f o l l o w  h i m  t o  G o d  a n d  
Glory.

I  p r ay  yo u  r e a d  ove r  t h i s  l e a f  
a g a i n  a n d  m a r k  i t ;  f o r  i n  t h e s e  
f ew  word s ,  you  h ave  a  t r u e  De- 
scr ipt ion of  our  natura l  s ta te ;  and  
c o n s e q u e n t l y  o f  a  w i c ke d  m a n .  
F o r  e v e r y  m a n  t h a t  i s  i n  t h i s  
s t a t e  o f  c o r r u p t e d  n a t u r e ,  i s  a  
w i c ke d  m a n ,  a n d  i n  a  s t a t e  o f  
death.

B y  t h i s  a l s o  y o u  a r e  p r e p a - 
r e d  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  i t  i s  t o  
b e  C o n v e r t e d ,  t o  w h i c h  e n d  
y o u  m u s t  f u r t h e r  k n o w,  T h a t 
  the 
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t h e  m e r c y  o f  G o d ,  n o t  w i l l i n g  
t h a t  m a n  s h o u l d  p e r i s h  i n  h i s  
s in ,  prov ided a  Remedy,  by  caus- 
i n g  h i s  Son  t o  t a ke  ou r  Na tu re ,  
a n d  b e i n g  i n  o n e  p e r s o n  G o d  
a n d  m a n ,  t o  b e c o m e  a  M e d i a - 
tor between God and man, and by  
dying for our sins on the Cross, to  
ransom us  f rom the cur se  of  God,  
and  the  power  o f  t he  Dev i l ;  and  
having thus Redeemed us,  the Fa- 
t h e r  h a t h  d e l i ve r e d  u s  i n t o  h i s  
h a nd s  a s  h i s  own .  He reupon  t h e  
Fa ther  and the  Media tor  do make  
a  N e w  L a w  a n d  C ove n a n t  f o r  
man; not l ike the f i r s t  which gave  
l i fe to none but the perfect ly obe- 
d i e n t ,  a n d  c o n d e m n e d  m a n  f o r  
ever y s in :  but  Chr i s t  hath made a  
L aw  o f  G r a c e ,  o r  a  P ro m i s e  o f  
Pa rdon and  Ever l a s t ing  l i f e  to  a l l  
t h a t  by  t r u e  Repen t an c e  and  by  
Fai th in Chr i s t  are Conver ted un- 
to  God .  L ike  an  Ac t  o f  Obl iv ion  
wh i ch  i s  made  by  a  P r i n c e  t o  a 
 E 5 com-
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company o f  Rebe l s ,  on condi t ion  
they wil l  lay down ar ms and come  
in, and be loyal subjects for the time  
to come.

Bu t  b e c au s e  t h e  Lo rd  knowe th  
that  the hear t  of  man i s  g rown so  
w i c k e d ,  t h a t  f o r  a l l  t h i s  m e n  
w i l l  n o t  a c c e p t  o f  t h e  R e m e d y,  
i f  t h e y  b e  l e f t  t o  t h e m s e l v e s ,  
t h e r e f o r e  t h e  H o l y  G h o s t  h a t h  
under t aken  i t  a s  h i s  o f f i ce  to  in- 
s p i r e  t h e  A p o s t l e s ,  a n d  s e a l  u p  
t h e  S c r i p t u r e  b y  M i r a c l e s  a n d  
Wo n d e r s ,  a n d  t o  i l l u m i n a t e  
a n d  c o n v e r t  t h e  s o u l s  o f  t h e  
Elect.

So that by this much you see that  
a s  the re  a re  th ree  pe r son s  in  the  
Tr in i t y,  the  Fa the r,  the  Son ,  and  
the  Holy  Ghos t ,  so  each  o f  the se  
pe r son s  have  the i r  s eve r a l  work s ,  
wh i ch  a re  em inen t l y  a s c r i b ed  t o  
them.

T h e  F a t h e r s  w o r k s  w e r e  t o  
C re a t e  u s ,  t o  Ru l e  u s  a s  h i s  r a -
  tional
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t i o n a l  c r e a t u r e s ,  by  t h e  L aw  o f  
N a t u r e ,  a n d  J u d g e  u s  t h e r e b y :  
And in mercy to provide us a Re- 
d e eme r  when  we  we re  l o s t ,  a nd  
t o  s e nd  h i s  S on ,  a nd  a c c ep t  h i s  
Ransom.

T h e  wo r k s  o f  t h e  S o n  f o r  u s  
we re  t he s e,  To  Ran som and  Re- 
d e e m  u s  b y  h i s  S u f f e r i n g s  a n d  
R i g h t e o u s n e s s ;  t o  g i ve  o u t  t h e  
P ro m i s e  o r  L aw  o f  G r a c e ,  a n d  
Rule and Judge the world as  their  
R e d e e m e r ,  o n  t e r m s  o f  G r a c e ,  
and  t o  make  i n t e rc e s s i on  f o r  u s ,  
that  the benef i t s  o f  h i s  death may  
b e  c o m m u n i c a t e d ;  a n d  t o  s e n d  
t h e  H o l y  G h o s t  ( w h i c h  t h e  F a - 
t h e r  a l s o  do th  by  t he  Son . )  The  
wo rk s  o f  t h e  Ho l y  Gho s t  f o r  u s  
a r e  t h e s e :  t o  i n d i t e  t h e  H o l y  
Scr iptures ,  by insp i r ing and guid- 
ing the Prophets and Apost les ,  and  
s e a l i ng  the  Word  by  h i s  Mi r a cu- 
lou s  g i f t s  and  work s ;  and  the  i l - 
luminat ing  and exc i t ing  the  ord i-
  nary 
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na r y  Mini s te r s  o f  the  Gospe l ,  and  
so enabling them and helping them  
to  publ i sh  tha t  Word :  and  by  the  
s ame word I l luminat ing and Con- 
ver t ing  the  sou l s  o f  men.  So tha t  
a s  you  cou ld  no t  h ave  been  r e a - 
s onabl e  c r e a tu r e s,  i f  the  Fa th e r  had  
n o t  C r e a t e d  yo u ,  n o r  h ave  h a d  
any  a c c e s s  t o  God ,  i f  t he  Son  h ad  
not  Redeemed  you ;  so  ne i ther  can  
you have a par t in Chr is t,  or be sa- 
ved, except the Holy Ghost  do san- 
ctifie you.

So that  by this  t ime you may see  
t h e  s eve r a l  c a u s e s  o f  t h i s  wo r k .  
The  Fa t h e r  s ende th  t h e  Son :  t h e  
S o n  R e d e e m e t h  u s ,  a n d  m a ke t h  
t h e  P ro m i s e  o f  G r a c e :  t h e  H o ly  
Ghost  inditeth and sealeth this Go- 
s p e l :  t h e  Apo s t l e s  a re  t h e  S e c re - 
t a r i e s  o f  t h e  Sp i r i t ,  t o  w r i t e  i t :  
t h e  P r e a c h e r s  o f  t h e  G o s p e l  d o  
proc la im i t ,  and per swade men to  
obey i t .  And the  Holy  Ghos t  doth  
make their  preaching ef fectua l ,  by 
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opening the  hear t s  o f  men to  en- 
t e r t a i n  i t .  And  a l l  t h i s  t o  rep a i r  
the  image  o f  God upon the  sou l :  
a n d  t o  s e t  t h e  h e a r t  u p o n  G o d  
aga in,  and take i t  o f f  the creature  
and car na l  se l f ,  to  which i t  i s  re- 
vol ted;  and so to tur n the cur rent  
of the l i fe into an heavenly course,  
which be fore  was  ea r th ly :  and a l l  
this by the enter tainment of Chr ist  
by  Fa i th ,  who i s  the  Phys i t i an  o f  
the soul.

By  t h i s  wh i ch  I  h ave  s a i d ,  you  
may see what it is to be Wicked, and  
what  i t  i s  to  be Conve r t ed .  Which  
I think will be yet plainer to you if  
I descr ibe them as consisting of their  
s eve r a l  p a r t s :  and  fo r  the  f i r s t ,  a  
wicked man  may be known by these  
three things.

F i r s t ,  he  i s  one  who p lace th  h i s  
c h i e f  c o n t e n t  o n  e a r t h ,  a nd  l ove th  
the  c rea tu re  more  then  God,  and  
h i s  f l e s h l y  p ro s p e r i t y  a b ove  t h e  
h e ave n l y  f e l i c i t y :  H e  s avo u r e t h 
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the things of the f lesh, but neither  
d i s c e r n e t h  n o r  s a v o u r e t h  t h e  
t h i n g s  o f  t h e  S p i r i t :  t h o u g h  h e  
wil l  say,  that Heaven is better then  
e a r t h ,  ye t  do t h  h e  no t  re a l l y  s o  
e s t eem i t  to  h imse l f .  I f  he  might  
be  sure  o f  ea r th ,  he  would  le t  go  
heaven ,  and  had  r a ther  s t ay  here,  
t h en  b e  r emoved  t h i t h e r .  A  l i f e  
o f  per fec t  hol ines s  in  the s ight  o f  
God ,  and  in  h i s  l ove  and  p r a i s e s  
for  ever  in  heaven,  doth  not  f ind  
such l iking with his hear t, as a l i fe  
of  hea l th,  and weal th,  and honour  
he re  upon  e a r th .  And  though  he  
f a l s l y  p ro f e s s  th a t  he  love th  God  
above a l l ,  yet  indeed he never fe l t  
the  power  o f  Div ine  Love  wi th in  
h im,  but  h i s  mind i s  more  se t  on  
t h e  wo r l d ,  o r  f l e s h l y  p l e a s u r e s ,  
t h e n  o n  G o d .  I n  a  wo rd ,  w h o - 
eve r  Love th  e a r t h  above  he aven ,  
and  f l e sh l y  p ro spe r i t y  more  then  
G o d ,  i s  a  w i c k e d  u n c o nve r t e d  
man. 
  On 
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On  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  a  Conve r t e d  
m a n ,  i s  i l l u m i n a t e d  t o  d i s c e r n  
t h e  L o v e l i n e s s  o f  G o d :  a n d  
s o  f a r  b e l i e ve t h  t h e  G l o r y  t h a t  
i s  t o  b e  h a d  w i t h  G o d ,  t h a t  
h i s  h e a r t  i s  t a ke n  u p  t o  i t ,  a n d  
s e t  m o r e  u p o n  i t ,  t h e n  o n  a ny  
t h i n g  i n  t h i s  wo r l d .  He  h ad  r a - 
t h e r  s e e  t h e  f a c e  o f  G o d  a n d  
l i ve  i n  h i s  e ve r l a s t i n g  l ove  a n d  
p r a i s e s ,  t h en  h ave  a l l  t h e  wea l t h  
or pleasure of this world. He seeth  
that  a l l  th ings  e l se  are vani ty ;  and  
nothing but God can f i l l  the soul ;  
a n d  t h e r e f o r e  l e t  t h e  wo r l d  g o  
wh i ch  way  i t  w i l l ,  h e  l aye t h  up  
h i s  t rea sure  and  hopes  in  heaven ,  
and  fo r  tha t  he  i s  re so lved  to  l e t  
go al l .  As the f ire doth mount up- 
w a r d ,  a n d  t h e  N e e d l e  t h a t  i s  
touched  wi th  the  load- s tone  s t i l l  
t u r n e t h  t o  t h e  N o r t h :  s o  t h e  
C o nve r t e d  s o u l  i s  e n c l i n e d  u n t o  
G o d .  N o t h i n g  e l s e  c a n  s a t i s f i e  
him, nor can he f ind any Content 
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a n d  R e s t  bu t  i n  h i s  L ove .  I n  a  
word ,  A l l  tha t  a re  Conver ted ,  do  
Esteem and Love God beetter then  
a l l  t h e  wo r l d ,  a nd  t h e  Heaven l y  
felicity is dearer to them then their  
f l e s h l y  p ro s p e r i t y.  The  p roo f  o f  
what  I  have  s a id  you may f ind  in  
the se  p l ace s  o f  Scr ip ture,  Phi l .  3. 
18 ,  21.  Mat .  6 .19 ,  20 ,  21.  Col .  3. 
1, 2, 3, 4. Rom. 8.5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 18, 23.  
Psal. 73.25, 26.

S e c o n d l y,  a  w i c ke d  m a n  i s  o n e  
th a t  make th  i t  t he  p r i n c i p a l  bu s i - 
n e s s  o f  h i s  l i f e  t o  p r o s p e r  i n  t h e  
wo r l d ,  and a t t a in  h i s  f l e sh ly  ends .  
A n d  t h o u g h  h e  m a y  r e a d ;  
and hear, and do much in the outward  
d u t i e s  o f  R e l i g i o n ,  a n d  f o r b e a r  
d i sg racefu l  s ins ,  yet  th i s  i s  a l l  but  
upon the  by,  and  he  never  make s  
i t  the t rade and pr incipa l  bus ines s  
of his l i fe to Please God and attain  
e ve r l a s t i n g  g l o r y,  b u t  p u t s  o f f  
G o d  w i t h  t h e  l e a v i n g s  o f  t h e  
wo r l d ,  a n d  g i ve s  h i m  n o  m o r e 
  service 
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s e r v i c e  t hen  the  f l e sh  c an  s p a re :  
for he will not part with all for hea- 
ven.

O n  t h e  c o n t r a r y,  a  C o n v e r t e d  
man i s  one that  makes i t  the pr in- 
c i pa l  c a r e  and  bu s in e s s  o f  h i s  l i f e  t o  
P l e a s e  God ,  and  to  be  s aved ,  and  
t ake s  a l l  the  b le s s ing s  o f  th i s  l i f e  
b u t  a s  a c c o m m o d a t i o n s  i n  h i s  
jour ney  towards  another  l i f e ;  and  
use th  the  crea ture  in  subord ina t i - 
on  un t o  God :  h e  l o v e t h  a n  ho l y  
l i fe,  and longeth to  be more  ho ly :  
he hath no sin but what he hateth,  
a n d  l o n g e t h ,  a n d  p r a ye t h ,  a n d  
str iveth to be r id of . The dr ift and  
bent  o f  h i s  l i fe  i s  for  God;  and i f  
he  s in ,  i t  i s  con t r a r y  to  the  ve r y  
b e n t  o f  h i s  h e a r t  a n d  l i f e ,  a n d  
there fore  he  r i s e th  aga in ,  and  l a - 
mente th  i t ,  and  da re  not  wi l fu l l y  
l i ve  i n  a ny  known  s i n .  The re  i s  
no th ing  in  th i s  wor ld  so  dea r  to  
him, but he can g ive it up to God,  
a n d  f o r s a ke  i t  f o r  h i m  a n d  t h e 
  hopes 
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hopes of glory. All this you may see  
in Col. 3.1, 2, 3, 4, 5. Mat. 6.33, 20.  
Luk.  18.22, 23, 29. Luk.  14.18, 24,  
26,  27.  Rom.  8 .13.  Gal.  5.24.  Luk.  
12.21. &c.

T h i r d l y,  t h e  s o u l  o f  a  w i c ke d  
man  d i d  neve r  t r u l y  d i s c e r n  and  
re l i sh the myster y of  Redemption,  
nor thankful ly enter tain an offered  
Sav iour,  nor  i s  he  t aken  up  wi th  
t h e  l ove  o f  t h e  R e d e e m e r ,  n o t  
wi l l ing  to  be  r u led by h im a s  the  
Phys i t i an of  h i s  soul ,  tha t  he may  
be saved from the gui l t  and power  
o f  h i s  s i n s ,  a n d  r e c ove r e d  u n t o  
God: but hi s  hear t  i s  insens ible of  
this unspeakable benefit, and is quite  
against the healing means by which  
he  s hou ld  be  re cove red .  Though  
he  may  be  w i l l i ng  t o  be  c a r n a l ly  
Relig ious, yet he never resigneth up  
his  soul to Chr is t ,  and to the mo- 
t ions and conduct of his  Word and  
Spirit.

On  t h e  con t r a r y,  t h e  Conve r t e d
  soul 
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soul having fel t  himsel f  undone by  
s i n ,  and  pe rc e iv i ng  t h a t  h e  h a th  
lost his peace with God, and hopes  
o f  h e ave n ,  a n d  i s  i n  d a n g e r  o f  
e ve r l a s t i n g  m i s e r y,  d o t h  t h a n k - 
fu l ly  enter t a in  the  t id ings  o f  Re- 
d e m p t i o n ,  a n d  b e l i e v i n g  i n  t h e  
L o rd  J e s u s  a s  h i s  o n l y  S av i o u r ,  
r e s i g n e t h  up  h im s e l f  t o  h im  f o r  
wi sdom, r ighteousnes s ,  s anct i f i ca- 
t i on  a nd  re d emp t i on .  He  t a ke t h  
C h r i s t  a s  t h e  L i f e  o f  h i s  s o u l ,  
and l ive th  by h im,  and use th  h im  
as his salve for every sore, admir ing  
t h e  w i s dom and  Love  o f  God  i n  
th i s  wonder fu l  work o f  mans  Re- 
dempt ion.  In a  word,  Chr i s t  doth  
even  dwe l l  i n  h i s  hea r t  by  f a i th ,  
and the  l i f e  tha t  he  now l ive th  i s  
by  the  Fa i th  o f  t he  Son  o f  God ,  
that hath loved him and gave him- 
sel f  for him. Yea it  i s  not so much  
he  th a t  l ive th ,  a s  Chr i s t  i n  h im .  
Fo r  t h e s e ,  s e e  J o h n  1 . 11 ,  12 .  &  
3 . 1 9 ,  2 0 .  R o m .  8 . 9 .  P h i l .  3 . 7. 
  8, 9, 10.
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8,  9 ,  10.  Gal.  2 .20.  Joh.  15 2,  3.4.  
1 Cor. 1.20. & 2.2.

YO U  s e e  n ow  i n  p l a i n  t e r m s  
f rom  th e  Word  o f  God ,  who  

a re  the  w icked ,  and  who a re  the  
Conver ted .  Ignorant  people  th ink  
tha t  i f  a  man  be  no  swea re r,  no t  
cu r s e r,  no r  r ay l e r,  no r  d r unka rd ,  
no r  f o r n i c a t o r ,  no r  e x t o r t i on e r ,  
nor wrong any body in their  deal- 
ings ,  and i f  they come to Church,  
and say their  prayer s ,  these cannot  
be  wicked men.  Or  i f  a  man tha t  
ha th  been  gu i l t y  o f  d r unkenne s s ,  
o r  swe a r i n g ,  o r  g a m e i n g  o r  t h e  
l ike vices,  do but forbear them for  
the t ime to come,  they th ink that  
t h i s  i s  a  Conve r t ed  man .  Othe r s  
th ink,  i f  a  man tha t  ha th been an  
enemy and scorner at godliness, do  
bu t  app rove  i t ,  and  j oyn  h imse l f  
wi th  those  tha t  a re  god ly,  and be 
  hated 
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ha ted  for  i t  by  the  wicked a s  the  
godly are,  that  th i s  must  needs  be  
a  Conve r t ed  man .  And  some  a re  
s o  f o o l i s h  a s  t o  t h i n k  t h ey  a r e  
C o nve r t e d ,  b y  t a k i n g  u p  s o m e  
new and f a l se  opinion,  and f a l l ing  
in to  some d iv id ing par ty,  a s  Ana- 
bapt i s t s ,  Quaker s ,  Papi s t s ,  or  such  
l i k e .  A n d  s o m e  t h i n k ,  i f  t h e y  
h ave  bu t  b e en  a f f r i g h t e d  by  t h e  
f e a r s  o f  He l l ,  and  had  Conv i c t i - 
ons and Gr ipes of Conscience, and  
thereupon have pur posed and pro- 
mised amendment ,  and taken up a  
l i f e  o f  C iv i l  b eh avou r,  a nd  ou t - 
w a r d  R e l i g i o n ,  t h a t  t h i s  m u s t  
n e e d s  b e  t r u e  C o nve r s i o n .  A n d  
the s e  a re  the  poor  de luded  sou l s  
that  are l ike to lose the benef i t  of  
a l l  o u r  p e r s wa s i o n s ;  a n d  w h e n  
t h ey  h e a r  t h a t  t h e  w i c ke d  mu s t  
Tur n  o r  Die,  they  th ink  tha t  th i s  
is not spoken to them, for they are  
no t  wi c k e d ,  bu t  a re  Tur n ed  a l re a - 
dy.  And therefore i t  i s  that  Chr i s t 
  told 
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t o l d  s o m e  o f  t h e  R u l e r s  o f  t h e  
Jews,  who were g raver  and c iv i ler  
then the common people, that Pub- 
l i c a n s  a n d  H a r l o t s  d o  g o  i n t o  t h e  
K in gdom o f  God  b e f o r e  t h em,  Ma t .  
21.31.  Not  that  an har lot  or  g ros s  
s inner  can be saved without  Con- 
ver s ion ;  but  because  i t  was  ea s ie r  
t o  make  the s e  g ro s s  s i nne r s  pe r - 
ceive their s in and misery, and the  
n e c e s s i t y  o f  a  ch ange,  when  t h e  
c iv i l e r  so r t  do  de lude  themse lve s  
by  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  t h ey  a r e  C o n - 
v e r t e d  a l r e a d y,  w h e n  t h e y  b e  
not.

O  S i r s ,  C o nve r s i o n  i s  a n o t h e r  
k ind  o f  work  then  mos t  a re  ware  
of :  I t s  not a  smal l  matter  to br ing  
an  Ea r t h l y  m ind  t o  Heaven ,  and  
to shew man the amiable excel len- 
cies of God, t i l l  he be taken up in  
such Love  to  h im,  tha t  never  can  
be  quenched ;  t o  b re ak  the  he a r t  
fo r  s in ,  and  make  h im f l i e  fo r re- 
fuge  un to  Chr i s t ,  and  th ank fu l l y 
  that 
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embrace him as the life of his soul,  
to have the ver y dr i f t  and bent of  
the  hea r t  and  l i f e  to  be  changed ,  
s o  t h a t  a  m a n  r e n o u n c e t h  t h a t  
which he took for his  fe l ic i ty,  and  
placeth his  fe l ic i ty where he never  
d id  be fo re,  and  l ive th  no t  to  the  
s ame end,  and dr ive th not  on the  
s ame des ign  in  the  wor ld ,  a s  fo r- 
mer ly  he  d id :  in  a  word ,  he  tha t  
i s  in  Chr i s t ,  i s  a  new c r e a tu r e ;  o l d  
t h i n g s  a r e  p a s t  a w a y,  b e h o l d  a l l  
t h ing s  a r e  b e c ome  new,  2  Cor.  5.17.  
He  h a th  a  n ew  unde r s t and ing ,  a  
new wi l l  and resolut ion,  new sor- 
rows ,  a nd  d e s i re s ,  a nd  l ove,  a nd  
de l ight ,  new thought s ,  new spee- 
ch e s ,  n ew  company  ( i f  po s s i b l e )  
and  a  new conver s a t ion .  S in  tha t  
b e fo re  wa s  a  j e s t i ng  ma t t e r  w i th  
him, i s  now so odious and ter r ible  
to him, that he flies from it as from  
d e a t h .  T h e  wo r l d  t h a t  w a s  s o  
lovely in his eyes, doth now appear  
bu t  a s  van i t y  and  vex a t i on :  God 
  see, 
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tha t  was  be fore  neg lec ted ,  i s  now  
the only Happiness of his soul; be- 
fo re  he  wa s  fo rgo t t en ,  and  eve r y  
lust  prefer red before him; but now  
he  i s  s e t  n ex t  t h e  he a r t ,  a nd  a l l  
t h i n g s  mu s t  g i ve  p l a c e  t o  h i m :  
and the hear t is taken up in the at- 
t endance  and  ob se r vance  o f  h im:  
and  i s  g r i eved  when he  h ide s  h i s  
f ace,  and never  th inks  i t  se l f  wel l  
w i thou t  h im.  Chr i s t  h imse l f  th a t  
wa s  won t  t o  b e  s l i gh t l y  t hough t  
o f ,  i s  now h i s  on ly  hope  and  re- 
fuge, and he liveth upon him as on  
h i s  d a i l y  b r e a d ;  h e  c a n n o t  p r ay  
wi thout  h im,  nor  re joyce wi thout  
him, nor think, nor speak, nor l ive  
w i thou t  h im.  Heaven  i t  s e l f  t h a t  
b e f o r e  wa s  l o o k t  u p o n  bu t  a s  a  
to lerable  re ser ve,  which he hoped  
m i g h t  s e r ve  t u r n  a s  b e t t e r  t h e n  
he l l ,  when he  cou ld  not  s t ay  any  
longer  in the wor ld ,  i s  now taken  
for hi s  home, the place of  hi s  on- 
ly  Hope and Res t ,  where  he sha l l 
  see, 
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See, and Love, and Praise that God  
t h a t  h a th  h i s  h e a r t  a l re ady.  He l l  
that before did seem but as  a bug- 
bear to fr ighten men from sin, doth  
now  appe a r  t o  b e  a  re a l  m i s e r y,  
that  i s  not to be ventured on, nor  
j e s t e d  w i t h .  T h e  wo r k s  o f  h o - 
l ine s s  which be fore  he  was  wear y  
o f ,  a n d  s e e m e d  t o  b e  m o re  a d o  
then  needs ,  a re  now both  h i s  re- 
crea t ion and hi s  bus ines s ,  and the  
trade that he l ives upon. The Bible  
wh ich  wa s  be fo re  to  h im bu t  a l - 
most as a common book, is  now as  
the Law of  God,  a s  a  Let ter  wr i t- 
ten to him f rom heaven,  and sub- 
scr ibed with the name of the Eter- 
na l  Ma j e s t y ;  i t  i s  the  Rule  o f  h i s  
t hough t s ,  a nd  word s ,  a nd  deed s ;  
t h e  c o m m a n d s  a r e  b i n d i n g ,  t h e  
threa t s  a re  dread fu l ,  and the  pro- 
mi se s  o f  i t  speak  l i f e  to  h i s  sou l .  
The godly that  seemed to him but  
l ike other men, are now the excel- 
lentest and happyest on ear th. And 
 F the 
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the wicked that  were hi s  p lay-fe l- 
l ow s  a r e  n ow  h i s  g r i e f :  a n d  h e  
t h a t  c ou l d  l a u gh  a t  t h e i r  s i n ,  i s  
readyer  now to weep for  thei r  s in  
a n d  m i s e r y,  P s a l m  16 . 3 .  &  15. 4 .  
Phil.  3.18. In shor t, he hath a New  
End  i n  h i s  t hough t s ,  and  a  New  
Way in hi s  endeavour s ,  and there- 
f o r e  h i s  H e a r t  a n d  l i f e  i s  N ew.  
B e f o r e  h i s  C a r n a l  S e l f  w a s  h i s  
End ;  and h i s  p lea sure,  and wor ld- 
l y  P ro f i t s ,  a n d  C re d i t  we r e  h i s  
Way :  and  now God  and  eve r l a s t - 
ing  Glor y  i s  h i s  End :  and  Chr i s t ,  
and the Spir i t ,  and Word, and Or- 
d i n a n c e s ,  H o l i n e s s  t o  G o d ,  a n d  
Righteousnes s  and Mercy to men,  
these  are  hi s  Way.  Before Se l f  was  
the chief Ruler, to which the mat- 
te r s  o f  God and Consc ience  mus t  
s t o o p  a n d  g i ve  p l a c e :  a n d  n ow  
God in Chr ist, by the Spir it, Word,  
and  Min i s t r y  i s  t h e  ch i e f  Ru l e r,  
t o  w h o m  b o t h  S e l f,  a n d  a l l  t h e  
ma t t e r s  o f  S e l f  mu s t  g ive  p l a c e . 
  So 
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So that this i s  not a change in one  
o r  two,  o r  twen ty  po in t s ;  bu t  i n  
the  whole  sou l :  and the  ver y  end  
and  Ben t  o f  the  Conver s a t ion .  A  
man may step out of one path into  
a n o t h e r ,  a n d  ye t  h ave  h i s  f a c e  
the same way, and be still going to- 
wards the same place:  but t i s  ano- 
t h e r  m a t t e r  t o  t u r n  q u i t e  b a c k  
a g a i n ,  a n d  t a ke  h i s  j o u r n ey  t h e  
c l e an  con t r a r y  way  to  a  con t r a r y  
p l a c e .  So  i t  i s  h e re .  A  man  may  
tur n  f rom drunkennes s  to  thr i f t i - 
nes s ,  and for sake hi s  good fe l low- 
sh i p,  and  o the r  g ro s s  d i s g r a c e fu l  
s in s ,  and se t  upon some dut ie s  o f  
Rel ig ion, and yet be going s t i l l  to  
the same End as  before,  intending  
h i s  c a r na l  Se l f  above  a l l ,  and  g i - 
ving i t  s t i l l  the Government of his  
sou l .  Bu t  when  he  i s  Conve r t ed ,  
t h i s  S e l f  i s  d e n y e d  a n d  t a k e n  
down,  and God i s  se t  up,  and h i s  
f a c e  i s  t u r ned  the  con t r a r y  way :  
and he that before was addicted to 
 F 2 himself 
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h im s e l f ,  a nd  l ived  t o  h im se l f ,  i s  
now by  Sanc t i f i c a t ion  devoted  to  
G o d ,  a n d  l i ve t h  u n t o  G o d :  b e - 
f o r e  h e  a s ke t h  h i m s e l f,  w h a t  h e  
should do with his  t ime, his  par ts ,  
and h i s  e s t a te ;  and for  h imse l f  he  
u s e d  t h e m :  b u t  n ow  h e  a s k e t h  
God what  he  sha l l  do wi th  them,  
and he useth them for him. Before  
h e  wo u l d  P l e a s e  G o d  s o  f a r  a s  
migh t  s t and  wi th  the  P l e a su re  o f  
h i s  f le sh,  and Car na l  Se l f,  but  not  
to  any  g rea t  d i sp l ea su re  o f  them.  
Bu t  now he  w i l l  p l e a s e  God ,  l e t  
F l e s h  a nd  Se l f  b e  neve r  s o  much  
displeasd.  This  i s  the g reat  change  
tha t  God wi l l  make  upon a l l  tha t  
shall be saved.

Yo u  c a n  s a y,  t h a t  t h e  H o l y - 
G h o s t  i s  yo u r  S a n c t i f i e r,  bu t  d o  
you  know  wha t  San c t i f i c a t i o n  i s ?  
W hy  t h i s  i s  i t  t h a t  I  h ave  n ow  
o p e n e d  t o  yo u :  a n d  e ve r y  m a n  
a n d  wo m a n  i n  t h e  wo r l d  m u s t  
have this, or be condemned to ever-
  lasting 
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l a s t ing  mi se r y.  They mus t  Tur n  o r  
Dye.

Do you  be l i eve  a l l  t h i s  S i r s ,  o r  
do  you  no t ?  Su re l y  you  da re  no t  
s a y  y o u  d o  n o t :  F o r  t i s  p a s t  
d o u b t  o r  d e nya l :  T h e s e  a r e  n o t  
Cont rover s i e s ,  where  one  l ea r ned  
p i o u s  m a n  i s  o f  o n e  m i n d ,  a n d  
a n o t h e r  o f  a n o t h e r :  w h e r e  o n e  
par ty saith this, and the other saith  
t h a t :  P a p i s t s ,  a n d  A a n b a p t i s t s ,  
and ever y Sect  among us  tha t  de- 
serve to be called Chr istians, are all  
a g r e e d  i n  t h i s  t h a t  I  h ave  s a i d :  
a n d  i f  yo u  w i l l  n o t  b e l i eve  t h e  
God o f  Tr u th ,  and  tha t  in  a  c a se  
where eve r y  sec t  and par ty  do be- 
l i eve  h im ,  you  a re  u t t e r l y  unex- 
cusable.

But  i f  you  do  be l i eve  th i s ,  how  
comes  i t  to  pa s s  tha t  you  l ive  so  
qu i e t l y  i n  an  unconve r t ed  s t a t e ?  
Do  you  know tha t  you  a re  Con- 
v e r t e d ?  a n d  c a n  yo u  f i n d  t h i s  
w o n d e r f u l  c h a n g e  u p o n  y o u r 
  souls? 
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s ou l s ?  Have  you  b e en  t hu s  bo r n  
a g a i n  a n d  m a d e  a n e w ?  B e  n o t  
the s e  s t r ange  ma t t e r s  to  many  o f  
you ?  a nd  s u ch  a s  you  n eve r  f e l t  
upon  you r  s e l ve s ?  I f  you  c anno t  
t e l l  t he  day  o r  the  week  o f  your  
change,  o r  the  ve r y  Se r mon tha t  
Conve r t e d  you ,  ye t  do  you  f i nd  
that  the work i s  done? and such a  
change  indeed  the re  i s ?  and  th a t  
you have such hear t s  a s  are before  
de sc r ibed?  Ala s ,  the  mos t  do  fo l - 
l ow  t h e i r  wo r l d l y  bu s i n e s s ,  a n d  
l itt le trouble their minds with such  
though t s .  And  i f  they  be  bu t  re - 
s t ra ined f rom scanda lous  s ins ,  and  
c a n  s a y,  I  a m  n o  w h o r e - m o n g e r,  
n o r  t h i e f,  n o r  c u r s e r  n o r  s w e a r e r,  
n o r  t i p l e r,  n o r  e x t o r t i o n e r,  I  g o  t o  
C h u r c h  a n d  s ay  my  p r ay e r s,  t h ey  
think that  thi s  i s  t rue Conver s ion,  
and they sha l l  be  s aved a s  we l l  a s  
any.  A l a s  t h i s  i s  f oo l i s h  chea t ing  
o f  your  s e l ve s .  Th i s  i s  t oo  much  
contempt of  an endles s  g lor y:  and 
  too 
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too g ros s  neg lec t  o f  your  immor- 
t a l  s ou l s .  Can  you  make  so  l i gh t  
of  Heaven and Hel l ?  Your cor pses  
wil l  shor tly al l  lye in the dust, and  
A n g e l s  o r  D ev i l s  w i l l  p r e s e n t l y  
s e i z e  upon  your  sou l s ,  and  eve r y  
man  and  woman  o f  you  a l l ,  w i l l  
shor t ly  be  among other  company,  
and in another case then now you  
are; you wil l  dwell  in those houses  
but  a  l i t t l e  longer :  you wi l l  work  
in your shops and f ie lds  but  a  l i t- 
t l e  l onge r :  you  w i l l  s i t  i n  t ho s e  
sea t s ,  and dwel l  on th i s  ea r th  but  
a  l i t t l e  longer :  you  wi l l  s ee  wi th  
t ho s e  eye s ,  a nd  h e a r  w i t h  t ho s e  
ear s ,  and speak with those tongues  
but  a  l i t t le  longer,  t i l l  the Resur- 
r e c t i o n  d ay :  a n d  c a n  yo u  m a ke  
s h i f t  t o  f o r g e t  t h i s ?  O  w h a t  a  
place wil l  you be shor t ly in of Joy  
o r  Tor ment !  O wha t  a  s i gh t  w i l l  
you shor t ly see in Heaven or Hell !  
O wha t  thought s  wi l l  shor t l y  f i l l  
yo u r  h e a r t s ,  w i t h  u n s p e a k a b l e 
 F 4 Delight 



56 richard baxter—a call to the unconverted

56

De l i gh t  o r  Hor rou r ?  Wha t  wo rk  
w i l l  y o u  b e  e m p l o y e d  i n ?  t o  
P r a i s e  t h e  Lo rd  w i t h  S a i n t s  a nd  
A n g e l s ,  o r  t o  c r y  o u t  i n  f i r e  
u n q u e n c h a b l e  w i t h  D ev i l s ?  A n d  
shou ld  a l l  th i s  be  fo rgot ten?  And  
a l l  th i s  wi l l  be  end le s s  and sea led  
u p  by  a n  u n c h a n g e a b l e  d e c r e e :  
E t e r n i t y,  E t e r n i t y,  w i l l  b e  t h e  
measure  of  your  Joyes  or  sor rows,  
a n d  c a n  t h i s  b e  f o r g o t t e n ?  A n d  
a l l  t h i s  i s  t r u e  S i r s ,  mo s t  c e r t a i n  
t ru e :  when you have  gone up and  
down a l i t t le longer,  and s lept and  
awak’t  a  few tunes  more,  you’ l  be  
de ad  and  gone,  and  f i nd  a l l  t r ue  
t h a t  now I  t e l l  you :  and  ye t  c an  
you  now so  much  fo rge t  i t ?  You  
s h a l l  t h e n  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  y o u  
h e a rd  t h i s  S e r m o n ,  a n d  t h a t  t h i s  
day,  f rom t h i s  p l a c e,  you were  re- 
m e m b e r e d  o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s :  a n d  
perce ive  them mat te r s  a  thousand  
t imes  g reater  then e i ther  you or  I  
c o u l d  h e r e  c o n c e i v e :  a n d  y e t 
  shall 
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s h a l l  t h ey  b e  now  s o  much  f o r - 
gotten?

B e l o v e d  f r i e n d s ;  i f  t h e  L o r d  
h ad  no t  awakened  me  to  be l i eve  
and  l ay  to  hea r t  t he s e  th ing s  my  
sel f ,  I  should have remained in the  
dark  and se l f i sh  s tate,  and have pe- 
r i s h e d  f o r  e ve r :  bu t  i f  h e  h ave  
t r u l y  made  me  s en s i b l e  o f  t hem,  
i t  wi l l  constra in me to compass io- 
nate you, as well as my self: If your  
eye s  were  so  f a r  opened  a s  to  s e e  
H e l l ,  a n d  yo u  s aw  yo u r  n e i g h - 
b o u r s  t h a t  w e r e  U n c o n v e r t e d  
dragg’d thither with hideous cr ies ,  
though they were such a s  you ac- 
coun ted  hone s t  peop l e  on  e a r th ,  
a n d  f e a r e d  n o  s u c h  m a t t e r  b y  
t h e m s e l ve s ;  s u c h  a  s i g h t  wo u l d  
make you go home and think of it ,  
a n d  t h i n k  a g a i n ;  a n d  m a ke  yo u  
war n a l l  about  you as  the damned  
wo r l d l i n g  i n  Luk e.  16 . 2 8 .  wou ld  
have had hi s  Brethen war ned,  le s t  
t h ey  come  t o  t h a t  p l a c e  o f  t o r -
  ment. 
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m e n t .  W h y,  f a i t h  i s  a  k i n d  o f  
s i g h t ;  i t  i s  t h e  eye  o f  t h e  s o u l ;  
t he  Ev idence  o f  t h ing s  ao t  s e en :  
I f  I  bel ieve God, i t  i s  next to see- 
ing :  And there fore  I  be seech  you  
excuse  me,  i f  I  be  ha l f  a s  ea r nes t  
w i th  you  abou t  the s e  ma t t e r s ,  a s  
i f  I  had  seen  them.  I f  I  mus t  d ie  
t o  m o r row,  a n d  i t  we r e  i n  my  
powe r  t o  c ome  a g a i n  f rom  ano - 
ther world and tel l  you what I had  
s e e n ,  wo u l d  yo u  n o t  b e  w i l l i n g  
to hear me, and would you not be- 
l ieve, and regard what I should tel l  
you ?  I f  I  m igh t  p re a ch  one  Se r - 
mon to  you  a f t e r  I  am dead ,  and  
h ave  s e e n  w h a t  i s  d o n e  i n  t h e  
wo r l d  t o  c o m e ,  wo u l d  yo u  n o t  
h ave  me  p l a in l y  s pe ak  the  t r u th ,  
and would you not  crowd to hear  
me?  and  wou ld  you  no t  l ay  i t  to  
h e a r t ?  b u t  t h i s  m u s t  n o t  b e ;  
G o d  h a t h  h i s  a p p o i n t e d  way  o f  
teaching you by Scr ipture and Mi- 
n i s t e r s :  a nd  he  w i l l  no t  humour 
  Un-
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Unbel iever s  so f ar  a s  to send men  
f rom the dead to them, and to a l- 
t e r  h i s  e s t abl i sh t  way :  i f  any  man  
q u a r r e l  w i t h  t h e  S u n ,  G o d  w i l l  
not humour him so far as to set him  
up  a  c l e a re r  l i gh t .  F r i end s ,  I  be- 
s eech  you rega rd  me now,  a s  you  
wou ld  do  i f  I  s hou ld  come  f rom  
t h e  d e a d  t o  you :  f o r  I  c a n  g ive  
you a s  fu l l  a s surance  o f  the  t r u th  
o f  wha t  I  s ay  to  you ,  a s  i f  I  had  
b e en  t h e re  a nd  s e en  i t  w i t h  my  
eyes :  For i t s  poss ible for one from  
the dead to deceive you: but Jesus  
Chr i s t  can never  dece ive you:  the  
Word  o f  God  d e l i ve re d  i n  S c r i - 
p tu re,  and  s e a l ed  up  by  t he  Mi - 
r a c l e s  a nd  ho l y  wo rk i ng s  o f  t h e  
S p i r i t ,  c a n  n e ve r  d e c e i ve  yo u .  
Be l i eve  th i s ,  o r  be l i eve  no th ing .  
Be l ieve  and obey th i s ,  or  you a re  
undone.  Now a s  ever  you be l i eve  
t h e  Wo r d  o f  G o d ,  a n d  a s  e ve r  
you care  for  the sa lva t ion of  your  
soul s ,  l e t  me beg of  you th i s  rea-
  sonable 
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r e q u e s t ,  a n d  I  b e s e e c h  y o u  
d e n y  m e  n o t :  t h a t  y o u  wo u l d  
w i t h o u t  a n y  m o r e  d e l a y,  w h e n  
you are gone f rom hence,  remem- 
ber what you heard,  and enter  in- 
to an earnest search of your hear ts,  
a n d  s ay  t o  yo u r  s e l ve s ,  [ I s  i t  s o  
i n d e e d ,  mu s t  I  Tu r n  o r  D i e ?  Mu s t  
I  b e  Con ve r t e d  o r  Cond emn e d ?  I t s  
t ime  f o r  me  t h en  t o  l o ok  a b ou t  me,  
b e f o r e  i t  b e  t o o  l a t e.  Oh  why  d i d  I  
n o t  l o o k  a f t e r  t h i s  t i l l  n o w ?  W hy  
did I  venturous ly pos te  o f f,  o r  s lubber  
o v e r  s o  g r e a t  a  b u s i n e s s ?  Wa s  I  
awa k e,  o r  i n  my  w i t s ?  Oh  b l e s s e d  
God ,  wh a t  a  m e r c y  i s  i t  t h a t  t h o u  
d i d s t  n o t  c u t  o f f  my  l i f e  a l l  t h i s  
wh i l e,  b e f o r e  I  had  any  c e r t a in  hope  
o f  e t e r n a l  l i f e ?  We l l ,  G o d  f o r b i d  
t h a t  I  s h ou l d  n e g l e c t  t h i s  wo r k  any  
l o n g e r.  W h a t  s t a t e  i s  my  s o u l  i n ?  
Am I  Conve r t e d ,  o r  am I  no t ?  Was  
eve r  su c h  a  c hange  o r  work  done  up- 
o n  my  s o u l ?  H a v e  I  b e e n  i l l u m i - 
na t ed  by  the  Word  and  Sp i r i t  o f  th e 
  Lord 
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Lord, to see the odiousness of  s in, the  
n e e d  o f  a  S a v i o u r,  t h e  L o v e  o f  
Chr i s t ,  and  th e  Exc e l l en c i e s  o f  God  
a n d  G l o r y ?  I s  my  h e a r t  b r o k e n  o r  
h u m b l e d  w i t h i n  m e  f o r  my  f o r m e r  
l i f e ?  Have  I  t h ank f u l ly  e n t e r t a i n e d  
my  S a v i o u r  a n d  L o rd ,  t h a t  o f f e r e d  
h im s e l f  w i t h  p a rd on  and  l i f e  t o  my  
s o u l ?  D o  I  h a t e  my  f o r m e r  s i n f u l  
l i f e ,  a n d  t h e  r e m n a n t  o f  e v e r y  s i n  
t h a t  i s  i n  me?  Do  I  f l i e  f r om  t h em  
a s  my dead ly  enemie s?  Do I  g i ve  up  
my sel f  to a l i fe of Holiness and Obe- 
dience  to  God? Do I love i t ,  and de- 
l i g h t  i n  i t ?  Can  I  t r u ly  s ay  t h a t  I  
a m  d e a d  t o  t h e  w o r l d  a n d  c a r n a l  
s e l f,  and tha t  I  l i ve  f o r  God and the  
G l o r y  w h i c h  h e  h a t h  p r o m i s e d ?  
H a t h  H e a v e n  m o r e  o f  my  E s t i m a - 
t i o n ,  a n d  R e s o l u t i o n ,  t h e n  E a r t h ?  
A n d  i s  G o d  t h e  d e a r e s t  a n d  t h e  
H i g h e s t  i n  m y  s o u l ?  O n c e  I  a m  
su r e  I  l i ved  p r i n c i pa l ly  t o  t h e  wo r l d  
and  f l e sh ,  and  God had  no th ing  bu t  
s o m e  h e a r t l e s s  s e r v i c e s  w h i c h  t h e 
  world 
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wo r l d  c o u l d  s p a r e ,  a n d  wh i c h  w e r e  
the  l eav ings  o f  the  f l e sh.  I s  my hear t  
n o w  t u r n e d  a n o t h e r  w ay ?  H a v e  I  
a  new de s i gn,  and a  new end,  and a  
n ew  t r a i n  o f  h o ly  a f f e c t i o n s ?  Ha v e  
I  s e t  my hope s  and hea r t  in  heaven?  
And i s  i t  now the  s cope,  and des i gn,  
and bent  o f  my hea r t  and l i f e,  to  ge t  
we l l  t o  h eaven ,  and  s e e  t h e  g l o r i ou s  
f a c e  o f  Go d ,  a n d  l i v e  i n  h i s  e v e r - 
l a s t i n g  L o v e  a n d  P r a i s e ?  A n d  
when I s in, i s  i t  agains t  the very ha- 
b i t ua l  b en t  and  d e s i gn  o f  my  h ea r t ?  
And do  I  c onque r  a l l  g r o s s  s in s,  and  
am I  wea r y,  and wi l l ing  t o  be  r id  o f  
m i n e  i n f i r m i t i e s ?  Th i s  i s  t h e  s t a t e  
o f  a  C o n v e r t e d  s o u l .  A n d  t h u s  
must  i t  be wi th me, or  I  must  per i sh.  
I s  i t  t h u s  i n d e e d  w i t h  m e,  o r  i s  i t  
n o t ?  I t s  t im e  t o  g e t  t h i s  d o u b t  r e - 
s o l ved ,  b e f o r e  th e  d r ead fu l  Judge  r e- 
s o l v e  i t .  I  a m  n o t  s u c h  a  s t r a n g e r  
t o  my own hea r t  and l i f e,  bu t  I  may  
s o m e w h a t  p e r c e i v e  w h e t h e r  I  a m  
t hu s  Conve r t e d  o r  n o t :  i f  I  b e  n o t , 
  it 
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i t  w i l l  d o  me  no  g o od  t o  f l a t t e r  my  
s o u l  w i t h  f a l s e  c o n c e i t s  a n d  h o p e s.  
I  am r e so l ved  no  mor e  t o  de c e i ve  my  
s e l f ;  b u t  t o  e n d e a v o u r  t o  k n o w  
t r u ly  o f f  o r  o n ,  wh e t h e r  I  b e  Con - 
v e r t e d ,  y e a  o r  n o ;  t h a t  I f  I  b e ,  I  
m ay  r e j oy c e  i n  i t ,  a n d  g l o r i f i e  my  
g r a c i o u s  L o r d ,  a n d  c o m f o r t a b l y  g o  
on  t i l l  I  r e a c h  t h e  C r own :  and  i f  I  
am not,  I  may se t  my se l f  to  beg and  
s eek a f t e r  the  Grace  tha t  shou ld con- 
ve r t  me,  and  may  t u r n  w i t h ou t  any  
m o r e  d e l ay :  F o r  i f  I  f i n d  i n  t i m e  
t h a t  I  a m  o u t  o f  t h e  w ay,  b y  t h e  
h e l p  o f  Ch r i s t ,  I  may  t u r n  a n d  b e  
r e c o v e r e d ;  b u t  i f  I  s t ay  t i l l  e i t h e r  
m y  h e a r t  b e  f o r s a k e n  o f  G o d  i n  
b l i n dn e s s  a nd  h a rdn e s s,  o r  t i l l  I  b e  
c a t c h t  away  by  d e a t h ,  i t s  t h e n  t o o  
l a t e .  Th e r e  i s  n o  p l a c e  f o r  R e p e n - 
t a n c e  a nd  Conve r s i o n  t h en ;  I  kn ow  
it must be now or never.]

S i r s ,  t h i s  i s  my  reque s t  t o  you ,  
that  you wi l l  but  take your hear t s  
t o  t a s k ,  and  thu s  ex amine  t hem, 
  till 



64 richard baxter—a call to the unconverted

64

t i l l  you see  i f  i t  may be,  whether  
you a re  Conver ted  or  not ?  and i f  
yo u  c a n n o t  f i n d  i t  o u t  by  yo u r  
own endeavour s ,  go  to  your  Mi- 
ni s ter s ,  i f  they be f a i thful  and ex- 
per ienced men, and desire their as- 
s i s t a n c e .  T h e  m a t t e r  i s  g r e a t ;  
le t  not  bashfu lnes s  nor  care le snes s  
h i n d e r  yo u .  T h e y  a r e  s e t  ove r  
you to  adv i se  you ,  fo r  the  s av ing  
o f  your  soul s ,  a s  Phys i t i ans  advi se  
you for the cur ing of your bodies .  
I t  u n d o e s  m a ny  t h o u s a n d s  t h a t  
they th ink they are  in  the way to  
s a lva t ion,  when they a re  not ;  and  
t h i n k  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  C o nve r t e d  
w h e n  i t  i s  n o  s u c h  t h i n g .  A n d  
then when we call to them daily to  
Tu r n ,  t h e y  g o  a w a y  a s  t h e y  
c a m e,  a n d  t h i n k ,  t h a t  t h i s  c o n - 
cer ns not them; for they are turn- 
ed a l ready,  and hope they shal l  do  
we l l  enough in  the  way tha t  they  
are in,  a t  leas t  i f  they do pick the  
f a i r e s t  p a t h ,  a n d  avo i d  s o m e  o f 
  the 
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t h e  f ou l e s t  s t e p s ,  when  a l a s ,  a l l  
t h i s  w h i l e  t h ey  l i ve  bu t  t o  t h e  
world,  and f lesh,  and are s t ranger s  
t o  God  and  E te r na l  l i f e ,  and  a re  
qu i t e  ou t  o f  t he  way  to  Heaven .  
And a l l  th i s  i s  much ,  becau se  we  
cannot per swade them to a few se- 
r ious thoughts  of  their  Condit ion,  
and  to  s pend  a  f ew hour s  i n  the  
examining of  the i r  s ta te s .  I s  there  
not  many a  se l f -dece iv ing  wre tch  
tha t  heare th me th i s  day,  tha t  ne- 
ver  bes towed one hour  or  quar ter  
of an hour in al l  their l ives, to ex- 
amine their souls ,  and tr y whether  
t h e y  a r e  t r u l y  C o n v e r t e d  o r  
n o t ?  O  m e rc i f u l  G o d ,  t h a t  w i l l  
care for such wretches that care no  
m o r e  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s !  a n d  t h a t  
wil l  do so much to save them from  
He l l ,  a nd  h e l p  t h em to  Heaven ,  
who wi l l  do so l i t t le  for  i t  them- 
s e l ve s .  I f  a l l  t h a t  a re  i n  t he  way  
to Hell ,  and in a s tate of damnati- 
on, did but know it, they durst not 
  continue 
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cont inue  in  i t .  The g rea te s t  hope  
t h a t  t h e  D ev i l  h a t h  o f  b r i n g i n g  
you  t o  d amna t i on  w i t hou t  a  re - 
scue,  i s  by keeping you bl indfo ld ,  
a n d  i g n o r a n t  o f  yo u r  s t a t e ,  a n d  
mak ing  you be l i eve  tha t  you may  
do  we l l  e nough  i n  t h e  way  t h a t  
y o u  a r e  i n .  I f  y o u  k n e w  t h a t  
you are out of  the way to heaven,  
a n d  we r e  l o s t  f o r  e v e r  i f  y o u  
s hou ld  d i e  a s  you  a re,  du r s t  you  
s l e e p  a no t h e r  n i gh t  i n  t h e  s t a t e  
t h a t  yo u  a r e  i n ?  d u r s t  yo u  l i ve  
a n o t h e r  d a y  i n  i t ?  C o u l d  yo u  
h e a r t i l y  l a u g h  o r  b e  m e r r y  i n  
s u c h  a  s t a t e ?  W h a t !  A n d  n o t  
k n ow  b u t  yo u  m a y  b e  s n a t c h t  
away  to  he l l  i n  an  hou r !  Su re  i t  
wo u l d  c o n s t r a i n  yo u  t o  f o r s a ke  
you r  f o r me r  company  and  cou r - 
s e s ,  and  to  be t ake  your  s e l ve s  to  
t h e  wa i e s  o f  H o l i n e s s ,  a n d  t h e  
C o m mu n i o n  o f  t h e  S a i n t s .  S u re  
i t  would dr ive  you to cr y  to  God  
f o r  a  n e w  h e a r t ,  a n d  t o  s e e k 
  help 
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help of  those that  are f i t  to coun- 
se l  you .  There s  none  o f  you sure  
t h a t  c a r e s  n o t  f o r  b e i ng  d amned .  
Wel l  then,  I  beseech you present- 
ly  make enquir y  into your  hear t s ,  
and g ive them no rest, ti l l  you f ind  
ou t  you r  cond i t i on ,  th a t  i f  i t  be  
good ,  you may  re joyce  in  i t ,  and  
go  on :  and  i f  i t  be  bad ,  you may  
p re s en t l y  l ook  abou t  you  fo r  re - 
cove r y,  a s  men  th a t  b e l i eve  t hey  
mus t  Tur n  o r  Die.  Wha t  s ay  you ,  
S i r s ?  Wi l l  yo u  r e s o l ve  a n d  p ro - 
mise to be at  this  much labour for  
yo u r  ow n  s o u l s ?  W i l l  yo u  f a l l  
upon  th i s  s e l f  ex amina t ion  when  
yo u  c o m e  h o m e ?  I s  my  r e q u e s t  
u n r e a s o n a b l e ?  Yo u r  c o n s c i e n c e s  
k n ow  i t  i s  n o t .  R e s o l v e  o n  i t  
t h e n  b e f o r e  yo u  s t i r :  K n ow i n g  
h ow  m u c h  i t  c o n c e r n e t h  yo u r  
souls, I beseech you for the sake of  
t h a t  G o d  t h a t  d o t h  c o m m a n d  
you,  a t  whose Bar you wi l l  shor t- 
ly al l  appear, that you wil l  not de-
  ny 
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n y  m e  t h i s  r e a s o n a b l e  r e q u e s t .  
Fo r  t h e  s a ke  o f  t ho s e  s ou l s  t h a t  
must turn or dye,  I beseech you de- 
ny  me  no t ;  even  bu t  t o  make  i t  
your  bu s ine s s  to  under s t and  your  
own Cond i t i on s ,  and  bu i l d  upon  
su re  g round ,  and  know o f f  o r  on  
whether you are Conver ted or no,  
a n d  ve n t u r e  n o t  yo u r  s o u l s  o n  
negligent security.

Bu t  p e r h ap s  you ’ l  s ay,  Wha t  i f  
we should f ind our  se lves  yet  un- 
conver ted;  what sha l l  we do then?  
This question leadeth me to my se- 
cond Doctr ine, which will do much  
to  the  an swer ing  o f  i t ,  t o  wh ich  
I shall now proceed. 

Doct. 2. IT i s  t h e  P r om i s e  o f  God ,  
t h a t  t h e  w i c k e d  s h a l l  

L i v e  i f  t h e y  w i l l  b u t  Tu r n ;  U n - 
feignedly and throughly Turn.

T h e  L o rd  h e r e  p ro f e s s e t h  t h a t
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thi s  i s  i t  that  he takes pleasure in,  
t h a t  t h e  w i c ke d  Tu r n  a n d  L i v e .  
H e ave n  i s  m a d e  a s  s u r e  t o  t h e  
Converted as Hell is to the Uncon- 
ve r t ed .  Tu r n  a n d  L i v e,  i s  a s  c e r - 
t a in  a  t r u th ,  a s  Tur n  o r  Dye.  God  
was  not  bound  to provide us  a  Sa- 
v i ou r,  no r  open  t o  u s  a  doo r  o f  
hope,  no r  c a l l  u s  t o  Repen t  and  
Tur n,  when once we had cas t  our  
s e l ve s  away  by  s i n .  Bu t  h e  h a t h  
freely done it to magnif ie his Mer- 
c y :  S i nne r s ,  t h e re ’s  none  o f  you  
sha l l  have  cause  to  go  home,  and  
s ay  I  p re a ch  de spe r a t i on  t o  you .  
Do we  use  to shut  up the door of  
M e r c y  a g a i n s t  yo u ?  O  t h a t  yo u  
would not  shut  i t  up aga ins t  your  
s e l ve s !  D o  we  u s e  t o  t e l l  yo u ,  
t h a t  God  w i l l  h ave  no  mercy  on  
you, though you Turn and be San- 
c t i f i ed ?  When  d id  you  eve r  he a r  
a  P reache r  s ay  such  a  word?  You  
tha t  ba rk  a t  the  Preache r s  o f  the  
Gospe l ,  f o r  de s i r ing  to  keep  you 
  out 
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o u t  o f  H e l l ,  a n d  s a y  t h a t  t h e y  
Preach Desperat ion; te l l  me i f  you  
c an ,  when  d id  you  eve r  hea r  any  
s o b e r  m a n  s ay,  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o  
hope for  you,  though you Repent  
and  be  Conve r t ed ?  No ;  i t  i s  t h e  
c l ean  cont ra r y  tha t  we da i ly  pro- 
c l a i m  f ro m  t h e  L o rd ;  a n d  w h o - 
eve r  i s  bo r n  ag a in ,  and  by  Fa i t h  
a n d  R e p e n t a n c e  d o t h  b e c o m e  a  
n ew  c re a t u re ,  s h a l l  c e r t a i n l y  b e  
s a ve d :  a n d  s o  f a r  a r e  we  f r o m  
per swading you to despa i r  of  th i s ,  
that  we per swade you not to make  
a ny  d o u b t  o f  i t .  I t  i s  L i f e  a n d  
not Death,  that  i s  the f i r s t  par t  of  
o u r  M e s s a g e  t o  yo u :  o u r  C o m - 
mi s s ion i s  to  o f fe r  s a lva t ion ,  ce r- 
t a in  s a lva t ion :  a  speedy,  g lor ious ,  
ever la s t ing sa lvat ion,  to ever y one  
o f  you :  t o  the  poo re s t  b egga r  a s  
we l l  a s  the  g rea te s t  Lords :  to  the  
wor s t  o f  you :  even  to  d r unka rd s ,  
swea re r s ,  wor ld l ing s ,  th i eve s ,  yea  
to the despiser s and reproacher s of 
  the 
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t h e  h o l y  way  o f  s a l v a t i o n .  We  
a re  commanded  by  t he  Lo rd  ou r  
Mas te r,  to  o f fe r  you a  pardon for  
a l l  that s  pas t ,  i f  you wi l l  but  now  
a t  l a s t  Re t u r n  a nd  L ive :  we  a re  
c o m m a n d e d  t o  b e s e e c h  a n d  i n - 
t rea te  you to accept  the of fer  and  
Re tu r n ;  t o  t e l l  you  wha t  p rep a - 
r a t i o n  i s  m a d e  by  C h r i s t ;  w h a t  
Mercy  s t aye s  fo r  you ;  wha t  Pa t i - 
e n c e  w a i t e t h  o n  y o u ;  w h a t  
T h o u g h t s  o f  k i n d n e s s  G o d  h a t h  
t o w a r d s  y o u ;  a n d  h o w  h a p p y,  
h ow  c e r t a i n l y  a n d  u n s p e a k a b l y  
h a p py  yo u  m ay  b e  i f  yo u  w i l l .  
We have indeed a l so a  Message of  
w r a t h  a n d  d e a t h ,  ye a  o f  a  t wo - 
fo ld  wra th  and dea th :  but  ne i ther  
o f  them i s  our  pr inc ipa l  Message :  
we  m u s t  t e l l  yo u  o f  t h e  w r a t h  
t h a t  i s  o n  yo u  a l r e a d y,  a n d  t h e  
d e a t h  t h a t  yo u  a r e  b o r n  u n d e r ,  
f o r  t h e  b r e a c h  o f  t h e  L a w  o f  
wo r k s ;  b u t  t h i s  i s  b u t  t o  s h ew  
you  the  need  o f  Mercy,  and  p ro-
  voke 
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voke  you  to  e s t e em the  g r a ce  o f  
t h e  Rede eme r.  And  we  t e l l  you  
no th ing  bu t  the  t r u th  which  you  
m u s t  k n ow :  f o r  w h o  w i l l  s e e k  
o u t  f o r  P hy s i c k  t h a t  k n ow s  n o t  
t h a t  h e  i s  s i c k ?  Ou r  t e l l i n g  you  
of your misery is  not i t  that makes  
you miserable, but dr iveth you out  
t o  s e ek  fo r  mercy.  I t  i s  you  tha t  
have brought this  death upon your  
s e l ve s .  We  t e l l  you  a l s o  o f  a no - 
t he r  d e a th ,  even  remed i l e s s ,  and  
much  g re a t e r  t o r men t ,  t h a t  w i l l  
f al l  on those that wil l  not be Con- 
ve r t e d .  B u t  a s  t h i s  i s  t r u e ,  a n d  
must  be to ld  you,  so  i t  i s  but  the  
l a s t  and  s addes t  pa r t  o f  our  Mes- 
s a g e .  We  a r e  f i r s t  t o  o f f e r  yo u  
Mercy  i f  you wi l l  Tur n :  and i t  i s  
only those that  wil l  not Turn, nor  
hea r  the  vo ice  o f  Mercy,  tha t  we  
mus t  fo re- te l l  damnat ion to.  Wi l l  
you but  ca s t  away your  t r ansg re s- 
s ion s ,  de l ay  no  longe r,  bu t  come  
away a t  the Cal l  o f  Chr i s t  and be 
  Converted, 
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Conver ted,  and become new crea- 
ture s ,  and we have  not  a  word o f  
damning  wra th  or  dea th  to  speak  
against you. I do here in the name  
o f  t h e  Lo rd  o f  L i f e  p ro c l a im  t o  
you  a l l  t h a t  hea r  me  th i s  d ay,  to  
the  wor s t  o f  you,  to  the  g rea te s t ,  
to the oldes t  s inner,  that  you may  
h ave  mercy  and  s a l va t i on ,  i f  you  
wi l l  bu t  Tur n .  There  i s  mercy  in  
God, there is  suff iciency in the sa- 
t i s f a c t i on  o f  Chr i s t ,  t he  p romi s e  
i s  f r e e ,  a n d  f u l l ,  a n d  u n ive r s a l ;  
yo u  m ay  h ave  L i f e ,  i f  yo u  w i l l  
bu t  Tu r n .  Bu t  t h en ,  a s  you  l ove  
your souls ,  Remember what Turn- 
ing i t  i s  tha t  the  Scr ip ture  speaks  
o f .  I t  i s  n o t  t o  m e n d  t h e  o l d  
hou se,  bu t  to  pu l l  down a l l ,  and  
bu i l d  anew,  on  Ch r i s t  t h e  Rock  
and  su re  founda t ion .  I t  i s  no t  to  
mend somewhat in a Carnal course  
o f  l i f e,  bu t  to  mor t i f i e  the  f l e sh ,  
and live after the Spir it. It is not to  
ser ve the f le sh and the world in a 
 G more 
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m o r e  r e f o r m e d  w a y,  w i t h o u t  
any scandalous disg raceful sins, and  
wi th  a  cer ta in  k ind o f  Rel ig ious- 
ness .  But i t  i s  to change your Ma- 
ster,  and your Work, and End, and  
s e t  yo u r  f a c e  t h e  c o n t r a r y  way,  
and do al l  for the l i fe that you ne- 
ver  s aw,  and Dedica te  your  se lve s  
and  a l l  you  have  to  God .  Th i s  i s  
t he  change  tha t  mus t  be  made  i f  
you will live.

Yo u r  s e l ve s  a r e  w i t n e s s e s  n ow,  
tha t  i t  i s  Sa lva t ion and not  Dam- 
nat ion that i s  the g reat  Doctr ine I  
preach to you, and the f ir st par t of  
my  m e s s a g e  t o  yo u .  A c c e p t  o f  
t h i s ,  a nd  we  sh a l l  go  no  f u r t he r  
w i t h  yo u ,  f o r  we  wo u l d  n o t  s o  
much  a s  a f f r i g h t  o r  t roub l e  you  
w i t h  t h e  n a m e  o f  d a m n a t i o n ,  
without necessity.

B u t  i f  yo u  w i l l  n o t  b e  s a ve d ,  
there ’s  no remedy,  but  Damnat ion  
mu s t  t a ke  p l a c e.  Fo r  t h e re  i s  no  
m i d d l e  p l a c e  b e t we e n  t h e  t wo : 
  You 
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Yo u  m u s t  h a v e  e i t h e r  L i f e  o r  
Death.

A n d  we  a r e  n o t  o n l y  t o  o f f e r  
yo u  L i f e ;  b u t  t o  s h ew  yo u  t h e  
Grounds  on  which  we  do  i t ,  and  
ca l l  you to be l ieve tha t  God doth  
mean indeed as he speaks:  that the  
P ro m i s e  i s  t r u e ,  a n d  e x t e n d e t h  
C o n d i t i o n a l l y  t o  y o u  a s  we l l  a s  
others, and that Heaven is no fancy,  
but a true felicity.

I f  yo u  a s k  w h e re  i s  o u r  C o m - 
mi s s i on  fo r  t h i s  o f f e r ;  among  an  
hundred Texts  of  Scr ipture,  I  wi l l  
shew it you in these few.

F i r s t ,  y o u  s e e  i t  h e r e  i n  m y  
Te x t ,  a n d  t h e  f o l l ow i n g  ve r s e s ,  
and in the 18.  of  Ezek.  as  pla in as  
c an  be  s poken .  And  in  2  Co r.  5. 
17,  18 ,  19 ,  2 0 ,  21.  you  h ave  t h e  
ve r y  sum o f  our  Commis s ion ,  [ I f  
any  man  b e  i n  Ch r i s t ,  h e  i s  a  n ew  
c r e a t u r e,  o l d  t h i n g s  a r e  p a s t  away ; 
b e h o l d  a l l  t h i n g s  a r e  b e c o m e  n e w.  
And a l l  th ings  a re  o f  God,  who hath 
 G 2 reconciled 
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r e c o n c i l e d  u s  t o  h i m s e l f  b y  J e s u s  
Chr i s t ,  and hath g iven to us the Mi- 
ni s t r y  o f  Re con c i l i a t i on ,  t o  w i t ,  tha t  
God  wa s  i n  Ch r i s t  R e c o n c i l i n g  t h e  
w o r l d  u n t o  h i m s e l f,  n o t  i m p u t i n g  
t h e i r  t r e s p a s s e s  t o  t h e m ,  a n d  h a t h  
c ommi t t e d  un t o  u s  t h e  wo rd  o f  Re - 
c o n c i l i a t i o n :  n ow  t h e n  w e  a r e  Am - 
ba s sado r s  f o r  Chr i s t ,  a s  though  God  
d i d  b e s e e c h  you  by  u s :  we  p ray  you  
in Chr i s t s  s tead, be ye re conc i l ed un- 
t o  G o d ;  f o r  h e  h a t h  m a d e  h i m  t o  
b e  s in  f o r  u s  who  knew no  s in ,  tha t  
we  migh t  b e  made  th e  Righ t eou sne s s  
o f  G o d  i n  h i m . ]  S o  M a r k  1 6 .  
15 ,  16 .  G o  y e  i n t o  a l l  t h e  w o r d  
and p r ea c h  the  Gospe l  t o  eve r y  c r ea- 
t u r e ;  H e  t h a t  b e l i e v e t h  ( t h a t  i s  
with such a  Conver t ing f a i th a s  i s  
expres sed)  [and i s  bap t ized  sha l l  b e  
s a v e d ;  a n d  h e  t h a t  b e l i e v e t h  n o t  
s h a l l  b e  d a m n e d . ]  A n d  L u k e  2 4 .  
4 6 ,  4 7.  [ T h u s  i t  b e h o v e d  C h r i s t  
t o  s u f f e r,  and  t o  r i s e  f r om  t h e  d e ad  
t h e  t h i rd  d ay,  a n d  t h a t  R ep en t a n c e 
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( w h i c h  i s  C o nve r s i o n )  a n d  R e - 
miss ion o f  s ins,  should be preached in  
h i s  n ame  amon g  a l l  Na t i o n s. ]  And  
A c t s  5 . 3 0 . 31 .  T h e  G o d  o f  o u r  
F a t h e r s  r a i s e d  u p  J e s u s,  w h o m  y e  
f l e w  a n d  h a n g e d  o n  a  t r e e ;  h i m  
h a t h  G o d  e x a l t e d  w i t h  h i s  r i g h t  
hand ,  t o  b e  a  P r in c e  and  a  Sav i ou r,  
to  g ive  Repentance  to  I s rae l  and fo r- 
g i v e n e s s  o f  s i n s .  [ A n d  A c t s  13 . 
38,  39.  Be i t  known unto  you the re- 
f o r e  men  and  b r e t h r en ,  t ha t  t h r ough  
t h i s  m an  i s  p r e a c h e d  u n t o  y o u  t h e  
f o r g i v e n e s s  o f  s i n s ;  a n d  by  h im  a l l  
t h a t  b e l i e v e ,  a r e  j u s t i f i e d  f r om  a l l  
t h i n g s,  f r om  wh i c h  y e  c o u l d  n o t  b e  
j u s t i f i e d  b y  t h e  L a w  o f  M o s e s ]  
And lest you think this offer i s  re- 
s t r a i n e d  t o  t h e  J e w s ,  s e e  G a l .  
6 . 15.  [ Fo r  i n  Ch r i s t  J e s u s  n e i t h e r  
C i r c u m c i s i o n  a v a i l e t h  a n y  t h i n g ,  
n o r  un c i r c umc i s i on ,  bu t  a  n ew  c r e a - 
t u r e . ]  A n d  L u k e  1 4 . 1 7.  [ C o m e ,  
f o r  a l l  t h i n g s  a r e  n ow  r e a dy ; ]  a nd  
ver. 23, 24. 
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78 richard baxter—a call to the unconverted

78

Yo u  s e e  b y  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  we  
a r e  c ommanded  t o  o f f e r  L i f e  t o  
you a l l ,  and to te l l  you from God,  
t h a t  i f  yo u  w i l l  Tu r n  yo u  m ay  
Live. 

He re  you  may  s a f e l y  t r u s t  you r  
sou l s :  fo r  the  Love  o f  God i s  the  
Founta in  o f  th i s  o f f e r,  J ohn  3. 16 .  
and the  blood o f  the  Son o f  God  
h a t h  p u r c h a s e d  i t :  t h e  f a i t h f u l - 
ne s s  and  t r u th  o f  God i s  engaged  
t o  m a ke  t h e  p ro m i s e  g o o d :  M i - 
r a c l e s  h ave  s e a l e d  u p  t h e  t r u t h  
o f  i t :  P re ache r s  a re  s en t  th rough  
the  wor ld  to  proc l a im i t ;  the  Sa- 
c r amen t s  a re  i n s t i t u t ed  and  u s ed  
f o r  t h e  s o l e m n  D e l i ve r y  o f  t h e  
mercy  o f f e red ,  to  them tha t  w i l l  
accept it :  and the Spir it  doth open  
the hear t  to enter ta in i t ,  and i s  i t  
self the earnest of the full possessi- 
on.  So tha t  the  t r uth of  i t  i s  pa s t  
controver s ie,  that the wor st of you  
all, and every one of you, if you will  
but be Converted, may be Saved. 
  Indeed 
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Indeed i f  you wi l l  needs  be l ieve  
t h a t  yo u  s h a l l  b e  s ave d  w i t h o u t  
C o nve r s i o n ,  t h e n  yo u  b e l i eve  a  
f a l s hood :  and  i f  I  s hou l d  p re a ch  
that  to you, I  should preach a l ie :  
th i s  were  not  to  be l ieve  God,  but  
the  Dev i l  and  your  own dece i t fu l  
h e a r t s .  God  h a t h  h i s  p rom i s e  o f  
L i f e,  and  the  Dev i l  ha th  h i s  p ro- 
m i s e  o f  L i f e :  G o d s  p ro m i s e  i s ,  
[ R e t u r n  a n d  L i v e ]  T h e  D e v i l s  
p romi se  i s ,  [you  s ha l l  l i v e  whe t h e r  
you  tu r n  o r  no t ]  The word of  God  
i s  a s  I  h ave  s hewed  you .  [Ex c e p t  
ye  b e  c onve r t e d  and  b e c ome  a s  l i t t l e  
c h i l d r e n ,  y e  c a n n o t  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  
K i n g d o m  o f  h e a v e n ,  M a t t h .  18 . 3 .  
Except  a  man be bor n aga in,  he can- 
no t  en t e r  i n t o  t h e  Kingdom o f  God ,  
John 3.3,  5.  Withou t  ho l i n e s s  none  
shal l  see God,  Hebrews 12.14.]  The  
Dev i l s  word  i s ,  [You may  b e  s aved  
w i t h ou t  b e i n g  b o r n  a g a i n  and  Con - 
v e r t e d :  y o u  m a y  d o  w e l l  e n o u g h  
w i t h o u t  b e i n g  h o l y ;  G o d  d o t h  b u t 
 G 4 frighten 
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f r i g h t e n  y o u ;  h e  i s  m o r e  m e r c i f u l  
t h e n  t o  d o  a s  h e  s a i t h :  h e  w i l l  b e  
b e t t e r  t o  y o u  t h e n  h i s  w o rd . ]  And  
a las ,  the g reatest  par t  of the world  
believe this word of the Devil ,  be- 
fore  the word of  God;  jus t  a s  our  
f i r s t  s in and miser y came into the  
wor l d .  God  s a i d  t o  ou r  f i r s t  p a - 
r e n t s ,  [ I f  y e  e a t  y e  s h a l l  D i e ]  
And the  Devi l  cont rad ic te th  h im,  
a nd  s a i t h ,  [Ye  s h a l l  n o t  D i e ]  a nd  
the woman bel ieved the Devi l  be- 
fo re  God .  So  now the  Lord  s a i th  
[ Tu r n  o r  D i e . ]  A n d  t h e  D e v i l  
s a i th ,  [You sha l l  no t  d i e,  i f  you  do  
bu t  c r y  God  me r c y  a t  l a s t ,  and  g i ve  
o v e r  t h e  a c t s  o f  s i n  w h e n  y o u  c a n  
p r a c t i s e  i t  n o  l o n g e r. ]  And  t h i s  i s  
the  word tha t  the  wor ld  be l i eve s .  
O ha inou s  w ickedne s s  to  be l i eve  
the Devil before God!

And  ye t  t h a t  i s  n o t  t h e  wo r s t :  
but  bla sphemous ly  they ca l l  th i s  a  
B e l i e v i n g  and  Tru s t i n g  God ,  when  
they  put  h im in  the  shape  o f  Sa-
  tan, 
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t an ,  who was  a  lya r  f rom the  be- 
g i n n i n g ,  a n d  w h e n  t h ey  b e l i eve  
t h a t  t h e  wo rd  o f  G o d  i s  a  l ye ,  
they  ca l l  th i s  a  Trus t i n g  God ,  and  
say they Bel ieve in him, and Trust  
on  h im fo r  s a l va t i on :  Where  d id  
eve r  God  s ay,  th a t  the  un regene- 
r a t e ,  u n c o nve r t e d ,  u n s a n c t i f i e d  
sha l l  be  s aved?  Shew such a  word  
i n  S c r i p tu re.  I  ch a l l enge  you ,  i f  
you  c an .  Why  t h i s  i s  t h e  Dev i l s  
word; and to believe it is to believe  
the Devi l ,  and the s in that i s  com- 
monly  ca l l ed  Pr e sump t i on :  and  do  
you ca l l  th i s  a  be l i e v ing  and  t ru s t- 
i n g  God?  The re  i s  enough  in  the  
Wo r d  o f  G o d  t o  c o m f o r t  a n d  
strengthen the hear ts of the sancti- 
f ied;  but not a word to s trengthen  
t h e  h and s  o f  w i ckedne s s ,  no r  t o  
g ive  men the  l ea s t  hope  o f  be ing  
saved, though they be never sancti- 
fied.

Bu t  i f  you  w i l l  Tu r n  a nd  come  
into the way of  Mercy,  the Mercy 
 G 5 of 
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o f  the  Lord  i s  re ady  to  en te r t a in  
you .  Then Tr us t  God fo r  s a lva t i - 
on bo ld ly  and conf ident ly,  fo r  he  
i s  e n g a g e d  by  h i s  wo rd  t o  s ave  
you.  He wi l l  be  a  Fa ther  to  none  
but  h i s  ch i ldren,  and he wi l l  s ave  
none  bu t  t ho s e  t h a t  f o r s a ke  t h e  
wo r l d ,  t h e  Dev i l ,  a nd  t h e  f l e s h ,  
and  come  in  t o  h i s  f am i l y  t o  be  
m e m b e r s  o f  h i s  S o n ,  a n d  h ave  
Communion with his Saints.  But i f  
they wil l  not come in, it  is  long of  
t h ems e l ve s :  H i s  doo r s  a re  open :  
H e  ke e p s  n o n e  b a c k :  H e  n eve r  
sent  such a  message a s  th i s  to any  
o f  yo u :  [ I t s  n o w  t o o  l a t e :  I  w i l l  
no t  r e c e ive  thee  though thou be  Con- 
v e r t e d . ]  H e  m i g h t  h ave  d o n e  s o,  
a nd  done  you  no  wrong :  bu t  h e  
d i d  no t :  he  do t h  no t  to  th i s  d ay ;  
He i s  s t i l l  ready to receive you, i f  
you  we re  bu t  r e a d y  un f e i g n ed l y  
and  wi th  a l l  your  hea r t s  to  Tur n .  
And the  fu lnes s  o f  th i s  t r u th  wi l l  
yet more appear  in the two fol low-
  ing
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ing Doctr ines, which I shal l  there- 
fore next proceed to, before I make  
any further application of this.

Doct. 3. GO D  t a k e t h  P l e a - 
s u r e  i n  m e n s  C o n - 

v e r s i o n  a n d  S a l v a t i o n :  b u t  n o t  
i n  t h e i r  D e a t h  o r  D a m n a t i o n :  h e  
h a d  r a t h e r  t h e y  w o u l d  R e t u r n  
and Live, then go on and die.

I  s h a l l  f i r s t  t e a c h  yo u  h ow  t o  
under s tand thi s ;  and then c lear  up  
the truth of it to you.

And fo r  the  f i r s t ,  you  mus t  ob- 
ser ve  these  fo l lowing th ings .  1.  A  
s imp l e  w i l l i n gn e s s  o r  c omp l a c en cy  i s  
the f i r s t  ac t  o f  the wi l l ,  fo l lowing  
the  s imp l e  app r eh en s i on  o f  the  un- 
ders tanding,  before i t  proceedeth to  
c o m p a r e  t h i n g s  t o g e t h e r .  B u t  
t h e  c h o o s i n g  a c t  o f  t h e  w i l l  i s  a  
f o l l o w i n g  a c t ,  a n d  s u p p o s e t h  
t h e  c o m p a r i n g  p r a c t i c a l  a c t  o f 
  the 
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t h e  und e r s t a n d i n g :  a nd  t h e s e  two  
ac t s  may  o f ten  be  ca r r i ed  to  c on- 
t ra r y  ob jec t s ,  wi thout  any f au l t  a t  
all in the person.

2 .  A n  u n f e i g n e d  w i l l i n g n e s s  
m ay  h ave  d i ve r s  d e g r e e s .  S o m e  
things I am so far willing of , as that  
I will do all that l ieth in my power  
to  accompl i sh  i t :  and some th ings  
I  am t r u ly  wi l l i ng  ano th e r  shou ld  
do, when yet I wil l  not do al l  that  
eve r  I  am able  to  p rocure  i t ,  ha- 
ving many Reasons to disswade me  
the re  f rom;  though  ye t  I  w i l l  do  
all that belongs to me to do.

3.  The  w i l l  o f  a  Ru l e r,  a s  s u c h ,  
i s  mani fe s ted in  making  and exe cu- 
t i n g  L aw s :  bu t  t h e  w i l l  o f  a  man  
i n  h i s  s i m p l e  n a t u r a l  c a p a c i t y,  o r  
a s  abso lu t e  Lord  o f  h i s  own,  i s  ma- 
nifested in desir ing or resolving of  
events.

4 .  A  R u l e r s  w i l l  a s  L a w - g i v e r  
i s  f i r s t  a n d  p r i n c i p a l l y  t h a t  h i s  
L a w s  b e  o b e y e d :  a n d  n o t  a t  a l l 
  that 
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t h a t  t h e  p en a l t y  b e  exe cu t ed  on  
any,  but  on ly  on suppos i t ion  tha t  
they wi l l  no t  obey  h i s  p r e c ep t s.  But  
a  Ruler s  wi l l ,  a s  Judge,  suppose th  
t h e  L aw  a l r e a d y  e i t h e r  ke p t  o r  
b ro ke n :  a n d  t h e re f o r e  h e  r e s o l - 
ve t h  on  rewa rd s  o r  pun i s hmen t s  
accordingly.

Hav i ng  g iven  you  t h e s e  n e c e s - 
sa r y  Di s t inc t ions ,  I  sha l l  next  ap- 
ply them to the case in hand, in these  
following Propositions.

1.  I t  i s  i n  the  g l a s s  o f  t he  wo rd  
a n d  c r e a t u r e s  t h a t  i n  t h i s  l i f e  we  
must  know God: and so according  
to the nature of man we ascr ibe to  
h i m  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  w i l l ,  r e - 
moving  a l l  the  imper fec t ions  tha t  
we can,  because we are capable of  
no h igher  Pos i t ive  concept ions  o f  
him.

2 .  And on the  s ame g rounds  we  
d o  ( w i t h  t h e  S c r i p t u r e )  d i s t i n - 
guish  between the acts  o f  Gods wi l l ,  
a s  d iver s i f ied f rom the respect s  o f 
  the 
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the objects ,  though as  to Gods es- 
sence they are all one.

3.  And the boldlyer ;  because that  
when we speak of Chr is t ,  we have  
the more ground for it from his hu- 
mane nature.

4 .  A n d  t h u s  we  s a y  t h a t  t h e  
s imp l e  Comp l a c e n c y,  W i l l  o r  Lo v e  
o f  God i s  to  a l l  tha t  i s  Natu ra l ly,  
o r  Mora l ly  g o od ,  a ccord ing  to  the  
n a t u r e  a nd  d e g r e e  o f  i t s  g o o d n e s s.  
A n d  s o  h e  h a t h  p l e a s u r e  i n  t h e  
Conve r s i on  and  S a l va t i on  o f  a l l ,  
which yet will never come to pass.

5 .  And  God  a s  Ru l e r  a nd  Law - 
g i v e r  o f  t h e  wor l d ,  h a th  s o  f a r  a  
P ra c t i c a l  Wi l l  f o r  t he i r  s a l va t i on ,  
as to make them a free Deed of Gift  
o f  Ch r i s t  a n d  L i f e,  a nd  an  a c t  o f  
Oblivion for al l  their s ins,  so be it  
they  wi l l  no t  un thank fu l l y  re j ec t  
i t ;  and  t o  command  h i s  Me s s en- 
ge r s  t o  o f f e r  t h i s  G i f t  t o  a l l  t h e  
wor ld ,  and  pe r swade  them to  ac-
  cept 



 1st proof reading draft 87

87

i t .  A n d  s o  h e  d o t h  a l l  t h a t  a s  
L a w - g i v e r  o r  P r o m i s e r  b e l o n g s  t o  
him to do for their salvation.

6 .  Bu t  ye t  he  re so lve th  a s  Law- 
g i ve r,  tha t  they  tha t  wi l l  not  tur n  
s h a l l  d ye :  A n d  a s  J u d g e ,  w h e n  
the i r  day of  g race  i s  pa s t ,  he  wi l l  
execute that Decree.

7.  So  t h a t  h e  t hu s  un f e i gn ed l y  
w i l l e t h  t h e  Conve r s i on  o f  t ho s e  
tha t  never  wi l l  be  Conver ted,  but  
not  as  Abso lu te  Lord,  with the fu l- 
l e s t  e f f i c a c i ou s  Re so lu t i on ,  nor  a s  a  
thing which he resolveth shal l  un- 
doubtedly come to pas s ,  or  would  
e n g a g e  a l l  h i s  p owe r  t o  a c c o m - 
plish. It is in the power of a Pr ince  
to set  a  guard upon a Murderer to  
s ee  tha t  he  sha l l  no t  murde r  and  
be hanged.  But  i f  upon good rea- 
son he forbear this, and do but send  
to  h i s  sub jec t s ,  and  war n  and in- 
treate them not to be murderer s ,  I  
hope he may well say that he would  
n o t  h a v e  t h e m  m u r d e r  a n d  b e 
  hanged; 
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h ang ed ;  h e  t a ke s  no  p l e a s u re  i n  
i t ,  bu t  r a t h e r  t h a t  t h ey  f o r b e a r  
and  l ive.  And  i f  h e  do  more  f o r  
s ome,  upon  some  spec i a l  re a son ,  
he  i s  no t  bound  to  do  so  by  a l l .  
The  King  may we l l  s ay  to  a l l  the  
M u r d e r e r s  a n d  F e l o n s  i n  t h e  
L and ,  [ I  h a v e  n o  p l e a s u r e  i n  y o u r  
d e a t h ,  b u t  r a t h e r  t h a t  y o u  w o u l d  
o b e y  my  Law s  and  l i v e :  bu t  I f  y ou  
w i l l  n o t ,  I  am  r e s o l v e d  f o r  a l l  t h i s  
t h a t  y o u  s h a l l  d i e . ]  T h e  J u d g e  
m ay  t r u l y  s a y  t o  t h e  T h i e f  o r  
M u rd e r e r ,  [ A l a s  m a n ,  I  h a v e  n o  
d e l i g h t  i n  t hy  d e a t h :  I  h a d  r a t h e r  
t h ou  had s t  k ep t  t h e  Law,  and  s aved  
t hy  l i f e ;  bu t  s e e i n g  t h o u  w i l t  n o t ,  
I  must  condemn thee,  or  e l se  I  should  
b e  u n j u s t . ]  S o  t h o u g h  G o d  h ave  
no Pleasure  in your damnat ion,  and  
therefore ca l l s  upon you to Return  
a nd  L i v e,  ye t  he  h a th  P l e a s u r e  i n  
the  demons t ra t i on  o f  h i s  own Jus t i c e,  
a nd  t h e  exe cu t i ng  h i s  Law s,  a nd  
therefore he is for al l  this ful ly re-
  solved, 
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solved, that i f  you wil l  not  be Con- 
v e r t e d ,  yo u  s h a l l  b e  C o n d e m n e d .  
I f  God  were  so  much  aga in s t  the  
d e a t h  o f  t h e  w i c ked ,  a s  t h a t  h e  
were resolved to do al l  that he can  
to  h inder  i t ,  then no man shou ld  
b e  C o n d e m n e d :  w h e r e a s  C h r i s t  
te l le th you that  few wil l  be saved.  
B u t  s o  f a r  G o d  i s  a g a i n s t  yo u r  
d amna t i on ,  a s  t h a t  he  w i l l  t e a ch  
you, and warn you, and set  before  
you l i f e  and dea th ,  and o f fe r  you  
your choice, and command his Mi- 
nister s to intreate you not to damn  
you r  s e l ve s ,  bu t  a c cep t  h i s  Mer - 
c y,  a nd  s o  t o  l e ave  you  w i t hou t  
e x c u s e ;  bu t  i f  t h i s  w i l l  n o t  d o,  
and if st i l l  you be Unconver ted, he  
professeth to you,  he is  resolved of  
you r  d amna t i on ,  a nd  h a t h  c om- 
m a n d e d  u s  t o  s ay  t o  yo u  i n  h i s  
n a m e ,  Ve r s e  8 .  O  w i c k e d  m a n ,  
t h o u  s h a l t  s u r e l y  d i e !  And  Ch r i s t  
ha th  l i t t l e  le s s  then swor n i t  over  
a n d  ove r ,  w i t h  a  Ve r i l y,  v e r i l y, 
  except 
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e x c e p t  y e  b e  C o n v e r t e d ,  a n d  b o r n  
a g a i n ,  y e  c a n n o t  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  
K i n g d o m  o f  h e a v e n ,  M a t t h .  18 . 3 .  
John  3.3.  Mark,  that  he sa i th,  [You  
cannot]  I t  i s  in vain to hope for i t ,  
and  in  va in  to  dream tha t  God i s  
wi l l ing of  i t ;  for  i t  i s  a  thing that  
cannot be.

I n  a  w o r d  y o u  s e e  t h e n  t h e  
meaning of the Text,  that God the  
g r e a t  L a w - g i v e r  o f  t h e  w o r l d  
doth take no pleasure in the death  
o f  t h e  w i c ke d ,  b u t  r a t h e r  t h a t  
t h ey  Tu r n  a nd  L ive ;  t hough  ye t  
h e  b e  r e s o l ve d  t h a t  n o n e  s h a l l  
L ive  bu t  tho se  th a t  Tur n ;  and  a s  
J u d g e,  even  d e l i gh t e t h  i n  Ju s t i c e  
and mani fe s t ing  h i s  ha t red o f  s in ;  
though not  in  the i r  miser y  which  
they have brought upon themselves  
in it self considered.

2 .  A n d  f o r  t h e  p r o o f s  o f  t h e  
point, I shall be very br ief in them,  
becau se  I  suppo se  you  e a s i l y  be- 
lieve it already. 
  1. The
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1 .  T h e  ve r y  g r a c i o u s  n a t u r e  o f  
G o d  p ro c l a i m e d  E x o d .  3 4 . 6 .  &  
2 0 . 6 .  a n d  f r e q u e n t l y  e l s ew h e re ,  
m ay  a s s u r e  yo u  o f  t h i s ,  t h a t  h e  
hath no Pleasure in your death.

2 .  I f  God  had  more  p l e a su re  in  
t hy  Dea th  then  in  thy  Conve r s i - 
on and Life,  he would not have so  
f requent ly  commanded thee in hi s  
w o r d ,  t o  Tu r n ;  h e  w o u l d  n o t  
have  made  thee  such  p romi se s  o f  
L i f e ,  i f  t h o u  w i l t  bu t  Tu r n ;  h e  
would not have per swaded thee to  
it by so many Reasons. The tenour  
of his Gospel proveth the point.

3 .  A n d  h i s  C o m m i s s i o n  t h a t  
h e  h a t h  g i ve n  t o  t h e  M i n i s t e r s  
o f  t h e  G o s p e l ,  d o t h  f u l l y  p rove  
i t .  I f  God  h ad  t a ken  more  p l e a - 
s u r e  i n  t hy  d a m n a t i o n ,  t h e n  i n  
t h y  C o nve r s i o n  a n d  S a l v a t i o n ,  
h e  wou ld  neve r  h ave  ch a r g ed  u s  
t o  o f f e r  y o u  M e r c y,  a n d  t o  
t e a c h  y o u  t h e  Wa y  o f  L i f e  
b o t h  p u b l i k e l y  a n d  p r i v a t e l y, 
  and 
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and to intreate and beseech you to  
t u r n  a n d  l i ve ;  t o  a c q u a i n t  yo u  
w i t h  you r  s i n s ,  a nd  f o re t e l l  you  
of  your danger,  and to do a l l  that  
pos s ibly  we can for  your  Conver- 
s ion;  and to cont inue pat ient ly  so  
doing,  though you should hate us ,  
o r  abuse  u s  fo r  our  pa in s .  Would  
God have done th i s ,  and appoint- 
ed  h i s  Ord inances  for  your  good,  
i f  he  h ad  t aken  P l e a su re  i n  you r  
death?

4. I t  i s  proved al so by the cour se  
o f  h i s  p rov i d e n c e s .  I f  G o d  h a d  
r a t h e r  y o u  w e r e  d a m n e d  t h e n  
Conve r t e d  a nd  S aved ,  h e  wou l d  
n o t  s e c o n d  h i s  wo r d  w i t h  h i s  
w o r k s ,  a n d  e n t i c e  y o u  b y  h i s  
dai ly kindness to himself ,  and g ive  
yo u  a l l  t h e  m e r c i e s  o f  t h i s  l i f e  
which are his  means to l ead you to  
R e p e n t a n c e ,  R om .  2 . 4 .  a nd  b r i n g  
yo u  s o  o f t e n  u n d e r  h i s  ro d ,  t o  
f o r c e  y o u  i n t o  y o u r  w i t s ;  h e  
wou ld  no t  s e t  s o  many  examp l e s 
  before 
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b e f o r e  yo u r  e ye s ;  n o  n o r  wa i t  
o n  yo u  s o  p a t i e n t l y  a s  h e  d o t h  
f rom day to day,  and year  to year.  
T h e s e  b e  n o t  s i g n s  o f  o n e  t h a t  
t ake th  p l e a su re  i n  you r  de a th .  I f  
this had been his delight, how easi- 
ly could he have had thee long ago  
i n  H e l l ?  H o w  o f t  b e f o r e  t h i s  
could he have catcht  thee away in  
t h e  m i d s t  o f  t h y  s i n s ,  w i t h  
a  c u r s e ,  o r  o a t h ,  o r  l ye  i n  t hy  
mouth, in thy ignorance and pr ide,  
a n d  s e n s u a l i t y ?  w h e n  t h o u  wa s t  
last  in thy drunkenness,  or last  de- 
r id ing the waie s  o f  God,  how ea- 
si ly could he have stopt thy breath,  
and  t amed thee  wi th  h i s  P l ague s ,  
a nd  made  t h e e  s obe r  i n  a no th e r  
wo r l d !  A l a s ,  how  sma l l  a  ma t t e r  
i s  i t  f o r  t h e  L o r d  A l m i g h t y  t o  
r u le  the tongue of  the prophanes t  
r a i l e r ,  a nd  t ye  t h e  h and s  o f  t h e  
most malicious per secutor, or calm  
the fury of the bitterest of his ene- 
m i e s ,  a nd  make  t h em know th a t 
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they  a re  but  wor ms?  I f  he  shou ld  
but frown upon thee, thou wouldst  
d ro p  i n t o  t hy  g r ave .  I f  h e  g ave  
Commis s ion  to  one  o f  h i s  Ange l s  
t o  g o  a n d  d e s t roy  t e n  t h o u s a n d  
s inner s ,  how qu ick ly  wou ld  i t  be  
done !  How ea s i ly  can he  l ay  thee  
o n  t hy  b e d  o f  l a n g u i s h i n g ,  a n d  
m a ke  t h e e  l i e  r o a r i n g  t h e r e  i n  
pain;  and make thee eat  the words  
o f  reproach which thou ha s t  spo- 
ken against his  Servants,  his  Word,  
h i s  Wor sh ip  and  h i s  ho l y  Wa i e s ?  
And make  thee  send  to  beg  the i r  
p r aye r s  whom thou  d id s t  de sp i s e  
in thy presumption? How easily can  
he lay  that  f le sh under  g r ipes  and  
g roan s ,  and  make  i t  t oo  weak  to  
ho ld  thy  sou l ,  and  make  i t  more  
l o a t h s o m  t h e n  t h e  d u n g  o f  t h e  
ear th? That  f le sh which now must  
have what it loves, and must not be  
displeased though God be displeas- 
ed; but must be humoured in meats,  
and  d r ink ,  and  c loa th s ,  wha teve r 
  God 
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G o d  s a y  t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y,  h ow  
qu ick ly  would  the  f rowns  o f  God  
c o n s u m e  i t ?  W h e n  t h o u  w a s t  
p a s s i o n a t e l y  d e f e n d i n g  t hy  s i n ,  
a n d  q u a r r e l l i n g  w i t h  t h e m  t h a t  
wou l d  h ave  d r awn  t h e e  f rom  i t ,  
and shewing thy spleen against  the  
r e p rove r ,  a n d  p l e a d i n g  f o r  t h e  
wo r k s  o f  d a r k n e s s ;  h ow  e a s i l y  
could God have snatcht  thee away  
in  a  moment ,  and se t  thee  be fore  
h i s  d re ad fu l  Ma je s t y,  where  thou  
shouldst see ten thousand times ten  
thousand of  g lor ious  Angel s  wai t- 
ing  on  h i s  th rone?  and  have  c a l - 
led thee there  to  p lead thy cause,  
a n d  a s ke d  t h e e ,  W h a t  h a s t  t h o u  
n ow  t o  s ay  a g a i n s t  t hy  Cr e a t o r,  h i s  
Tr u t h ,  h i s  S e r v a n t s ,  o r  h i s  h o l y  
w a i e s ?  N o w  p l e a d  t h y  c a u s e ,  a n d  
make  t h e  b e s t  o f  i t  t ha t  t h ou  c an s t .  
Now wha t  c an s t  t h ou  s ay  i n  ex cu s e  
o f  t h y  s i n ?  N o w  g i v e  a c c o u n t  o f  
t hy  w o r l d l i n e s s  a n d  f l e s h ly  l i f e ,  o f  
thy t ime,  o f  a l l  the  mer c i e s  thou has t 
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h a d .  O  h ow  t hy  s t u bb o r n  h e a r t  
would have melted,  and thy proud  
l o o k s  b e  t a k e n  d ow n ,  a n d  t h y  
coun tenance  be  appa l ed ,  and  thy  
s tout words tur ned into speechless  
s i l ence,  o r  d read fu l  c r i e s ,  i f  God  
had  bu t  s e t  thee  thu s  a t  h i s  Ba r,  
a nd  p l e a d ed  h i s  own  c au s e  w i t h  
thee,  which thou hast  here so ma- 
l i c i o u s l y  p l e a d e d  a g a i n s t !  H ow  
easily can he at any time say to thy  
gu i l t y  s ou l ,  [Come  away  a n d  l i v e  
in that  f l e sh no more t i l l  the  re sur re- 
c t ion ]  and i t  cannot res i s t?  A word  
o f  h i s  mou th  wou ld  t ake  o f f  t he  
poise of  thy present  l i fe,  and then  
a l l  t hy  p a r t s  a n d  p owe r s  wo u l d  
s t a n d  s t i l l :  a n d  i f  h e  s a y  u n t o  
t h e e ,  [ L i v e  n o  l o n g e r :  o r  l i v e  i n  
H e l l ]  t h o u  c o u l d s t  n o t  d i s - 
obey.

But  God ha th  ye t  done  none  o f  
t h i s ;  bu t  h a t h  p a t i e n t l y  f o r b o r n  
thee,  and merc i fu l ly  uphe ld  thee ;  
and  g iven  thee  tha t  b rea th  which 
  thou 
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thou dids t  breath out agains t  him,  
a n d  g i ve n  t h o s e  M e r c i e s  w h i c h  
t hou  d id s t  s a c r i f i c e  to  thy  f l e sh ,  
and  a f fo rded  thee  tha t  p rov i s ion ,  
which thou spentest  to sat i s f ie  thy  
g reedy throa t ;  he  gave  thee  ever y  
m inu te  o f  th a t  t ime,  wh ich  thou  
didst waste in idleness, or drunken- 
nes s ,  or  wor ld l ines s :  and doth not  
a l l  th i s  Pa t i ence  and  Mercy  shew  
tha t  he  de s i red  no t  thy  damna t i - 
on?  Can the  cand le  bur n wi thout  
t h e  oy l ?  C a n  yo u r  h o u s e s  s t a n d  
w i thou t  t he  e a r th  t o  be a r  t hem?  
A s  we l l  a s  you  c an  l ive  an  hou r  
w i t h o u t  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  G o d .  
And  why  d id  he  so  long  suppor t  
t hy  l i f e ,  b u t  t o  s e e  w h e n  t h o u  
would s t  be th ink  thee  o f  the  fo l ly  
o f  thy waies ,  and re tur n and l ive?  
Wi l l  any  man pur pose ly  put  a r ms  
i n t o  h i s  e n em i e s  h and s  t o  re s i s t  
h i m ?  o r  h o l d  t h e  C a n d l e  t o  a  
Murdere r  tha t  i s  k i l l i ng  h i s  ch i l - 
d re n ,  o r  t o  a n  i d l e  s e r van t  t h a t 
 H Playse 
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P l a i e s  o r  s l eep s  the  whi le.  Sure ly  
it is to see whether thou wilt at last  
Re tu r n  and  L ive,  t h a t  God  h a th  
so long waited on thee.

5 .  I t  i s  f u r t h e r  p rove d  by  t h e  
s u f f e r i n g s  o f  h i s  S o n ,  t h a t  G o d  
taketh no pleasure in the death of  
t h e  w i cked :  wou l d  h e  h ave  r an - 
somed them from death at  so dear  
a  r a te ?  Would  he  have  a s ton i shed  
Angels  and men by his  condescen- 
s i o n ?  Wo u l d  G o d  h ave  d we l t  i n  
flesh, and have come in the form of  
a  s e r van t ,  and  h ave  a s s umed  hu- 
man i t y  in to  one  pe r son  wi th  the  
Godhead ,  and  wou ld  Chr i s t  h ave  
l ived a l i fe of suffer ing, and dyed a  
cur sed death for s inner s ,  i f  he had  
r a t h e r  t a k e n  p l e a s u r e  i n  t h e i r  
de a th ?  Suppo se  you  s aw h im bu t  
so  bus ie  in  preaching and hea l ing  
t h e m ,  a s  yo u  f i n d  h i m  i n  M a r k  
3. 21.  o r  so  long  in  f a s t i ng ,  a s  i n  
Mat .  4 .  o r  a l l  n igh t  in  p r aye r,  a s  
in  Luk.  6 .12 .  or  pray ing wi th  the 
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drops  of  blood t r ick l ing f rom him  
i n s t e a d  o f  swe a t ,  a s  Luk e  2 2 . 4 4 .  
o r  su f f e r ing  a  cu r s ed  dea th  upon  
t h e  C ro s s ,  a n d  p o u r i n g  o u t  h i s  
s o u l  a s  a  s a c r i f i c e  f o r  o u r  s i n s :  
Would you have thought these the  
s igns  o f  one tha t  de l ighted in  the  
death of the wicked?

A n d  t h i n k  n o t  t o  e x t e nu a t e  i t  
by saying that this was only for his  
E lec t .  For  i t  was  t hy  s in ,  and the  
s in  o f  a l l  the  wor ld  tha t  l ay  upon  
ou r  Redeeme r,  a nd  h i s  s a c r i f i c e  
and sat i s f act ion i s  su f f i c i en t  for  a l l ,  
and the  f r u i t s  o f  i t  a re  o f fe red to  
one  a s  we l l  a s  ano the r :  bu t  i t  i s  
true, that it was never the intent of  
h i s  m ind  to  pa rdon  and  s ave  any  
t h a t  wou l d  no t  by  f a i t h  a nd  re - 
p e n t a n c e  b e  C o nve r t e d .  I f  yo u  
had  s een  and  hea rd  h im weep ing  
and bemoaning the s ta te  o f  a  d i s- 
obed ient  impeni tent  peop le,  Luke  
1 9 . 4 1 ,  4 2 .  o r  c o m p l a i n i n g  o f  
t h e i r  s t ubbo r ne s s ,  a s  Mat .  23. 37. 
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O h  J e r u s a l e m ,  J e r u s a l e m ,  h o w  o f t  
w ou l d  I  h a v e  g a t h e r e d  t hy  c h i l d r e n  
t o g e t h e r,  e v e n  a s  a  h e n  g a t h e r e t h  
he r  c h i c kens  unde r  he r  wings,  and ye  
would not?  Or i f  you had seen and  
h e a rd  h im  on  t h e  C ro s s  p r ay i n g  
f o r  h i s  p e r s e c u t o r s ,  [ Fa t h e r  f o r - 
g i v e  t h em ,  f o r  t h e y  kn ow  n o t  wha t  
they do ]  would you have suspected  
that  he had del ighted in the death  
o f  the  wicked;  even o f  those  tha t  
p e r i s h  by  t h e i r  w i l f u l l  unbe l i e f ?  
When God ha th  so  l oved  (not  only  
l oved ,  bu t  s o  l o v e d )  t h e  w o r l d ,  a s  
t o  g i v e  h i s  o n ly  b e g o t t e n  S on ,  t h a t  
who s o e ve r  b e l i e v e t h  i n  h im ,  ( by  an  
e f f e c tu a l  f a i t h )  s h ou l d  n o t  p e r i s h ,  
b u t  h a v e  e v e r l a s t i n g  l i f e :  I  t h i n k  
he hath hereby proved aga ins t  the  
mal ice  o f  men and devi l s ,  tha t  he  
t ake s  no  p lea su re  in  the  dea th  o f  
t h e  w i c ked ,  bu t  h a d  r a t h e r  t h a t  
they would Turn and Live:

6 .  L a s t l y,  i f  a l l  t h i s  w i l l  n o t  
y e t  s a t i s f i e  yo u ,  t a k e  h i s  ow n 
  word 
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word ,  tha t  knoweth  be s t  h i s  own  
mind,  or  a t  lea s t  be l ieve hi s  oath:  
but this leadeth me up to the fourth  
Doctrine.

Doct. 4. TH E  L o r d  h a t h  c o n - 
f i r m e d  i t  t o  u s  b y  h i s  

O a t h ,  t h a t  h e  h a t h  n o  p l e a s u r e  
i n  t h e  d e a t h  o f  t h e  w i c k e d ,  b u t  
t h a t  h e  Tu r n  a n d  L i v e :  t h a t  
h e  m ay  l e a v e  m a n  n o  p r e t e n c e  t o  
question the truth of it.

I f  you  d a re  que s t i on  h i s  wo rd ,  
I  hope  you da re  not  que s t ion  h i s  
o a t h .  A s  C h r i s t  h a t h  s o l e m n l y  
p ro t e s t e d ,  t h a t  t h e  un re g ene r a t e  
and Unconver ted cannot enter  in- 
t o  t he  K ingdom o f  he aven ,  Mat .  
1 8 . 3 .  I o h n  3 . 3 .  S o  G o d  h a t h  
swor n  tha t  h i s  p l e a su re  i s  no t  in  
the i r  dea th ,  bu t  in  the i r  Conver- 
s ion and Li fe.  And a s  the  Apos t le  
s a i t h ,  Heb.  6 . 13,  16 ,  17,  18 .  Be -
 H 3 cause
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c a u s e  h e  c a n  s w e a r  b y  n o  g r e a t e r  
t h e n  h i m s e l f,  h e  s a i t h ,  A s  I  l i v e ,  
& c .  F o r  m e n  v e r i l y  s w e a r  b y  t h e  
g r e a t e r,  and  an  o a t h  f o r  c on f i r ma t i- 
on is  to them an end of  s t r i fe ;  where- 
i n  God  w i l l i n g  mo r e  a bund an t ly  t o  
s h ew  un t o  t h e  h e i r s  o f  P r om i s e  t h e  
immutab i l i ty  o f  h i s  c ounse l ,  c on f i rm- 
e d  i t  by  o n  o a t h ,  t h a t  by  tw o  im - 
mutabl e  t h ing s,  i n  wh i c h  i t  wa s  im- 
p o s s i b l e  f o r  G o d  t o  l y e ,  w e  m i g h t  
have  a  s t r ong  c on s o l a t i on ,  who  have  
f l e d  f o r  r e f u g e  t o  l a y  h o l d  o n  t h e  
hope  s e t  be f o r e  u s,  whi c h  we  have  a s  
an  Anc ho r  o f  th e  s ou l  bo th  su r e  and  
s t e d fa s t .  I f  the re  be  any  man tha t  
c anno t  re conc i l e  t h i s  t r u th  w i t h  
the Doctr ine of  Predest inat ion,  or  
the  ac tua l  damnat ion  o f  the  wic- 
ked ,  tha t ’s  h i s  own ignorance :  he  
ha th  no  p re t ence  l e f t  to  deny  o r  
quest ion therefore the truth of the  
p o i n t  i n  h a n d :  Fo r  t h i s  i s  c o n - 
f i r med  by  the  Oa th  o f  God ,  and  
t h e re f o re  mu s t  n o t  b e  d i s t o r t e d 
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to  reduce  i t  to  o the r  po in t s :  bu t  
doubtful  points  must  rather be re- 
d u c e d  t o  i t ,  a n d  c e r t a i n  t r u t h s  
must  be bel ieved to ag ree with i t ,  
though our shallow brains do hard- 
ly discern the agreeement.

Use.

I D o  n ow  i n t r e a t e  t h e e ,  i f  t h o u  
b e  an  Unconve r t e d  s i nne r  t h a t  

h e a r e s t  t h e s e  wo r d s ,  t h a t  t h o u  
wou ld s t  ponde r  a  l i t t l e  upon  the  
forement ioned Doctr ines ,  and be- 
t h i n k  t hy  s e l f  aw h i l e ,  w h o  i t  i s  
tha t  t ake s  p lea sure  in  thy  s in  and  
d a m n a t i o n ?  C e r t a i n l y  i t  i s  n o t  
God :  he  h a th  swor n  f o r  h i s  p a r t  
that he takes no pleasure in it. And  
I know it is not the pleasing of him  
t h a t  yo u  i n t e n d  i n  i t .  Yo u  d a re  
not  say,  that  you dr ink,  and swear  
a n d  n e g l e c t  h o l y  d u t i e s ,  a n d ,  
quench the mot ions  of  the Spi r i t , 
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t o  p l e a s e  G o d .  T h a t  we r e  a s  i f  
you  s hou l d  rep ro a ch  t h e  P r i n c e,  
and  b reak  h i s  Laws ,  and  s eek  h i s  
dea th ,  and say  you d id  a l l  th i s  to  
please him.

Who i s  i t  t hen  tha t  t ake s  P l e a - 
s u re  i n  you r  s i n  and  de a th ?  No t  
any  th a t  be a r  t he  image  o f  God :  
f o r  they  mus t  be  l i ke -manded  to  
h im.  God knows i t s  sma l l  p l ea su r e  
t o  you r  f a i t h fu l  Teache r s ,  t o  s e e  
yo u  s e r v e  yo u r  d e a d l y  e n e m y,  
a n d  m a d l y  ve n t u re  yo u r  e t e r n a l  
s t a t e ,  a n d  w i l f u l l y  r u n  i n t o  t h e  
f l ames  o f  He l l .  I t s  sma l l  p l e a su re  
to them to see upon your souls ( in  
the sad ef fects )  such bl indness  and  
hard-hear tednes s ,  and ca re le sne s s ,  
and  p re sumpt ion ,  such  wi l fu lne s s  
in  ev i l ,  and such unteachablenes s ,  
and stifness against the waies of life  
a n d  p e a c e :  t h ey  k n ow  t h e s e  a r e  
ma rk s  o f  de a th  and  o f  the  wra th  
o f  G o d ,  a n d  t h e y  k n o w  f r o m  
the word of God, what’s l ike to be 
  the 
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the end of  them: And therefore i t  
i s  no more Pleasure to them, then  
t o  a  t ende r  Phy s i t i a n  t o  s e e  t h e  
P l ague-mark s  b reak  ou t  upon  h i s  
P a t i e n t .  A l a s ,  t o  f o r e s e e  yo u r  
eve r l a s t i n g  To r m e n t s ,  a n d  k n ow  
not  how to  prevent  them!  To see  
how near  you are  to  he l l ,  and we  
c anno t  make  you  be l i eve  i t ,  a nd  
c o n s i d e r  i t !  To  s e e  h ow  e a s i l y,  
how cer ta in ly  you might  scape,  i f  
we  k n ew  bu t  h ow  t o  m a ke  yo u  
w i l l i n g !  H ow  f a i r  yo u  a r e  f o r  
ever la s t ing sa lvat ion,  i f  you would  
bu t  Tu r n  and  do  you r  b e s t ,  a nd  
make  i t  t he  c a re  and  bu s ine s s  o f  
your l ives :  but you wi l l  not do i t .  
I f  ou r  l ive s  l ay  on  i t  we  c anno t  
per swade you to  i t .  We s tudy day  
a n d  n i g h t  w h a t  t o  s a y  t o  yo u ,  
t h a t  may  conv in c e  you  and  p e r - 
swade  you ,  and  ye t  i t  i s  undone :  
we  l ay  b e f o r e  yo u  t h e  wo rd  o f  
God, and shew you the ver y Cha- 
pter and ver se where i t  i s  wr it ten, 
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t h a t  you  c anno t  be  S aved  excep t  
yo u  b e  C o nve r t e d ;  a n d  ye t  we  
l e ave  the  mos t  o f  you  a s  we  f ind  
yo u :  We  h o p e  yo u  w i l l  b e l i e ve  
the word of  God,  though you be- 
l ieve not us ;  and that  you wil l  re- 
g a r d  i t  w h e n  we  s h ew  yo u  t h e  
p l a i n  S c r i p t u r e  f o r  i t :  b u t  we  
hope in  va in ,  and l abour  in  va in ,  
as  to any saving change upon your  
h e a r t s .  A n d  d o  yo u  t h i n k  t h a t  
thi s  i s  a  p leasant thing to us?  Ma- 
ny  a  t ime in  sec re t  p rayer  we a re  
f a in  to  compla in  to  God wi th sad  
h e a r t s ,  [ A l a s  L o r d ,  w e  h a v e  s p o - 
k en  t o  t h em  i n  t hy  n ame,  bu t  t h e y  
l i t t l e  r e g a rd  u s :  w e  h a v e  t o l d  t h em  
what  thou b ids t  us  t e l l  them conce r n- 
i n g  t h e  d a n g e r  o f  a n  u n c o n v e r t e d  
s t a t e ,  b u t  t h e y  d o  n o t  b e l i e v e  u s :  
We  h a v e  t o l d  t h e m  t h a t  t h o u  h a s t  
p r o t e s t e d ,  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o  p e a c e  t o  
t h e  w i c k e d ,  I s a i a h  4 8 . 2 2 .  a n d  
5 7. 2 1 .  b u t  t h e  w o r s t  o f  t h e m  a l l  
w i l l  s c a r c e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e y  a r e 
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w i c k e d :  w e  h a v e  s h e w e d  t h e m  t hy  
wo rd ,  wh e r e  t h ou  h a s t  s a i d ,  t h a t  i f  
t h e y  l i v e  a f t e r  t h e  f l e s h  t h e y  s h a l l  
d i e,  Rom.  8 . 13.  bu t  t h e y  s ay  t h e y  
w i l l  b e l i e ve  i n  t h e e,  when  t h ey  w i l l  
n o t  b e l i e ve  t h e e :  and  t ha t  t h ey  w i l l  
t ru s t  in  thee,  when they  g ive  no  c r e- 
di t  t o  thy word;  and when they hope  
t ha t  t h e  t h r e a tn ing s  o f  t hy  wo rd  a r e  
fa l s e,  they wi l l  ye t  ca l l  th i s  a  hoping  
i n  God :  a n d  t h o u g h  w e  s h ew  t h em  
wh e r e  t h o u  h a s t  s a i d ,  t h a t  wh e n  a  
w i c k ed  man  dye t h  a l l  h i s  h op e s  p e - 
r i s h ,  y e t  c a n n o t  w e  p e r swa d e  t h em  
f r o m  t h e i r  d e c e i t f u l  h o p e s,  P rov.  
11.7.  We t e l l  t h em wha t  a  ba s e  un- 
p r o f i t a b l e  t h i n g  s i n  i s ;  b u t  t h e y  
l o ve  i t ,  and  t h e r e f o r e  w i l l  n o t  l e a ve  
i t .  We  t e l l  t h em how d ea r  t h ey  buy  
t h i s  p l e a s u r e ,  a n d  w h a t  t h e y  mu s t  
p ay  f o r  i t  i n  e v e r l a s t i n g  t o r m e n t ,  
a nd  t h e y  b l e s s  t h em s e l v e s,  a nd  w i l l  
not be l ieve i t ,  but wi l l  do as the most  
d o,  a n d  b e c a u s e  G o d  i s  m e r c i f u l ,  
t h e y  w i l l  n o t  b e l i e v e  h im ,  bu t  w i l l 
  venture 



108 richard baxter—a call to the unconverted

108

ven tu r e  t h e i r  s ou l s,  c ome  on  i t  wha t  
w i l l  w e  t e l l  t h e m  h o w  r e a d y  t h e  
L o r d  i s  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e m ,  a n d  t h i s  
d o t h  bu t  mak e  t h em  d e l ay  t h e i r  r e- 
p e n t a n c e ,  a n d  b e  b o l d e r  i n  t h e i r  
s i n .  Some  o f  t h em s ay  t h ey  pu r po s e  
to repent,  but they are s t i l l  the same;  
and  s ome  s ay,  t h ey  do  r e p en t  a l r e a - 
dy  wh en  ye t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  Conve r t - 
ed  f r om th e i r  s i n s.  We exho r t  t h em,  
w e  i n t r e a t  t h em ;  we  o f f e r  t h em  ou r  
h e l p ;  b u t  w e  c a n n o t  p r e v a i l  w i t h  
t h e m :  b u t  t h e y  t h a t  w e r e  d r u n k - 
a r d s  a r e  d r u n k a r d s  s t i l l ,  a n d  t h e y  
t h a t  w e r e  v o l u p t u ou s  f l e s h  p l e a s i n g  
w r e t c h e s,  a r e  s u c h  s t i l l ;  a n d  t h e y  
t h a t  w e r e  w o r l d l i n g s,  a r e  w o rd l i n g s  
s t i l l ;  a n d  t h e y  t h a t  w e r e  i g n o r a n t ,  
a n d  p r o u d  a n d  s e l f - c o n c e i t e d ,  a r e  
s o  s t i l l .  F ew  o f  t h em  w i l l  s e e  a n d  
c on f e s s  the i r  s in ,  and  f ewe r  w i l l  f o r- 
s ak e  i t ,  bu t  c om f o r t  t h ems e l ve s  t h a t  
a l l  men  a r e  s inne r s,  a s  i f  t h e r e  we r e  
n o  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  a  C o n v e r t e d  
s i n n e r  a n d  a n  U n c o n v e r t e d :  S o m e 
  of 
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o f  them wi l l  no t  c ome  nea r  u s,  when  
we  a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  i n s t r u c t  t h em,  bu t  
th ink they know enough a l r eady,  and  
n e e d  n o t  o u r  i n s t r u c t i o n ;  a n d  s ome  
o f  t h e m  w i l l  g i v e  u s  t h e  h e a r i n g ,  
and  do  wha t  t h e i r  l i s t :  and  mo s t  o f  
t h em a r e  l i k e  d e ad  men  t h a t  c anno t  
f e e l ;  s o  t h a t  wh e n  w e  t e l l  t h em  o f  
t h e  m a t t e r s  o f  e v e r l a s t i n g  c o n s e - 
quence,  we cannot  ge t  a  word o f  i t  to  
t h e i r  h e a r t s .  I f  w e  d o  n o t  o b e y  
them, and humour  them in  bap t iz ing  
t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  mo s t  o b s t i n a t e ly  
w i c k e d ,  a n d  g i v i n g  t h em  t h e  L o rd s  
S u p p e r,  a n d  d o i n g  a l l  t h a t  t h e y  
would have  us,  though neve r  so  much  
a g a i n s t  t h e  wo rd  o f  God ,  t h e y  w i l l  
h a t e  u s,  a n d  r a i l  a t  u s :  b u t  i f  w e  
b e s e e c h  th em bu t  t o  c on f e s s  and  f o r - 
s ake  the i r  s in s,  and  save  the i r  s ou l s,  
they  wi l l  no t  do  i t .  We t e l l  them,  i f  
t h e y  w i l l  b u t  Tu r n ,  w e  w i l l  d e ny  
them none o f  the  Ordinances  o f  God,  
n e i t h e r  B a p t i s m  t o  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  
no r  t h e  Lo rd s  Suppe r  t o  t h ems e l ve s : 
  but 
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b u t  t h e y  w i l l  n o t  h e a r  u s :  t h e y  
wou l d  have  u s  t o  d i s o b ey  God ,  and  
damn our  own sou l s,  t o  p l ea s e  them,  
and  ye t  t h ey  w i l l  no t  t u r n  and  s ave  
the i r  own sou l s  t o  p l ea s e  God.  They  
a r e  w i s e r  i n  t h e i r  own  eye s  t h en  a l l  
t h e i r  Te a c h e r s ;  t h e y  r a g e ,  a n d  
are conf ident in thei r  own way; and i f  
w e  w ou l d  n e v e r  s o  f a i n ,  w e  c a nn o t  
c h an g e  t h em .  Lo rd ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  c a s e  
o f  o u r  m i s e r a b l e  n e i g h b o u r s,  a n d  
we cannot  he lp  i t :  we see  them ready  
t o  d r o p  i n t o  h e l l ,  a n d  w e  c a n n o t  
h e l p  i t :  we  know i f  t h ey  wou ld  un- 
f e i g n ed ly  t u r n  t h e y  m i gh t  b e  s a ve d ;  
b u t  w e  c a n n o t  p e r s w a d e  t h e m :  i f  
we would beg i t  of them on our knees,  
w e  c a n n o t  p e r s wa d e  t h e m  t o  i t :  i f  
we  wou ld  b e g  i t  o f  t h em w i th  t e a r s,  
we  c anno t  p e r swade  t h em;  and  wha t  
more can we do?

The se  a re  the  s ec re t  comp l a in t s  
and  moans  tha t  many a  poor  Mi- 
nister i s  f a in to make. And do you  
t h i n k  t h a t  h e  h a t h  a ny  P l e a s u r e 
  in 
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in  th i s ?  I s  i t  a  Plea su r e  to  h im to  
see  you go on in  s in ,  and  cannot  
s top you? to see you so miserable,  
and  cannot  so  much a s  make  you  
s en s i b l e  o f  i t ?  t o  s e e  you  mer r y,  
when  you  a re  no t  s u re  t o  b e  an  
hou r  ou t  o f  He l l ?  t o  th ink  wha t  
you must for ever suffer, because you  
w i l l  n o t  Tu r n ?  a n d  t o  t h i n k  
wha t  an  eve r l a s t ing  l i f e  o f  G lo r y  
y o u  w i l f u l l y  d e s p i s e  a n d  c a s t  
a w a y ?  W h a t  s a d d e r  t h i n g  c a n  
yo u  b r i n g  t o  t h e i r  h e a r t s ?  a n d  
how can you devise to g r ieve them  
more?

Who i s  i t  then that  you Pleasure  
by  your  s in  and dea th?  I t  i s  none  
o f  y o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  g o d l y  
fr iends:  Alas i t  i s  the g r ief  of the i r  
souls  to see your miser y;  and they  
lament you many a t ime when you  
g ive them l i t t le  thanks  for  i t ,  and  
when  you  have  no t  he a r t s  t o  l a - 
ment your selves.

Who i s  i t  t hen  tha t  t ake s  P l e a -
  sure 
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sure in your sin? It is none but the  
three g reat enemies of God, whom  
you  renounced  i n  you r  Bap t i sm ,  
and now are turned falsly to serve.

1. The Devil indeed takes pleasure  
in  your  s in  and dea th :  For  th i s  i s  
the very end of al l  his temptations.  
Fo r  t h i s  h e  wa t c h e t h  n i g h t  a n d  
day :  You  canno t  dev i s e  to  p l e a s e  
h im bet te r,  then to  go on in  s in :  
How glad i s  he when he sees  thee  
go ing  to  the  A l e -hou se  o r  o the r  
s i n ?  a n d  w h e n  h e  h e a r e t h  t h e e  
c u r s e ,  o r  s we a r ,  o r  r a i l ?  H ow  
g l ad  i s  he  when  he  he a re th  thee  
r e v i l e  t h e  M i n i s t e r  t h a t  wo u l d  
d raw thee  f rom thy  s in ,  and  he lp  
t o  s ave  t h e e ?  T h e s e  a r e  h i s  d e - 
light.

2 .  The  wicked  a l so  a re  de l i gh t - 
ed in it: For it is agreeable to their  
nature.

3.  Bu t  I  know f o r  a l l  t h i s  t h a t  
i t  i s  not  the p leas ing of  the Devi l  
t h a t  you  i n t end ,  even  when  you 
  please 
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p l e a s e  h i m :  b u t  i t  i s  yo u r  o w n  
f l e s h ,  t he  g re a t e s t  and  mos t  d an- 
gerous  enemy,  tha t  you in tend  to  
p l e a s e.  I t  i s  the  f l e sh  tha t  wou ld  
be pampered, that would be pleas- 
ed in meat,  and dr ink, and cloath- 
ing, that would be pleased in your  
company,  and  p lea sed  in  app l au se  
a n d  c r e d i t  w i t h  t h e  wo r l d ,  a n d  
p l e a s e d  i n  s p o r t s ,  a n d  l o s t ,  a n d  
id l ene s s :  th i s  i s  the  gu l f  tha t  de- 
voure th  a l l .  Th i s  i s  the  ve r y  god  
tha t  you se r ve,  ( fo r  the  Scr ip ture  
sa i th  of  such,  tha t  the i r  be l l i e s  a r e  
their gods, Phil. 3.18.)

Bu t  I  b e s e e ch  you  s t ay  a  l i t t l e  
and consider the business.

1 .  Q u e s t .  S h o u l d  y o u r  f l e s h  
b e  p l e a s e d  b e f o r e  yo u r  M a ke r ?  
W i l l  y o u  d i s p l e a s e  t h e  L o r d ,  
a n d  d i s p l e a s e  y o u r  Te a c h e r s ,  
and your godly f r iends ,  and a l l  to  
p l e a s e  you r  b r u t i s h  appe t i t e s ,  o r  
s en sua l  de s i re s ?  I s  no t  God  wor- 
thy to be the Ruler of your flesh? 
  If 
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If he shall not Rule it, he will not  
save it: you cannot in reason expect  
that he should.

2 .  Qu.  Your f l e sh  i s  p leased with  
yo u r  s i n :  b u t  i s  yo u r  c o n s c i e n c e  
p l e a s e d ?  D o t h  n o t  i t  g r u d g e  
w i t h i n  yo u ,  a n d  t e l l  yo u  s o m e - 
t imes that  a l l  i s  not wel l ,  and that  
your case is not so safe as you make  
i t  to be? and should not your soul  
and  consc ience  be  p l ea sed  be fo re  
that corruptible flesh?

3.  Que s t .  Bu t  i s  no t  you r  f l e s h  
p re p a r i n g  f o r  i t s  own  d i s p l e a s u r e  
a l s o ?  i t  l ove s  t h e  b a i t ,  bu t  do th  
i t  l ove  t h e  h o o k ?  I t  l ove s  t h e  
s t rong  d r i nk  a nd  swee t  mo r s e l s ,  
i t  l ove s  i t s  c a s e  a nd  s po r t s ,  a nd  
m e r r i m e n t ;  i t  l ove s  t o  b e  r i c h  
and well spoken of by men, and to  
b e  s ome  body  i n  t h e  wo r l d :  bu t  
d o t h  i t  l ove  t h e  c u r s e  o f  G o d ?  
Do th  i t  l ove  t o  s t a nd  t r emb l i n g  
before his Bar, and to be judged to  
eve r l a s t i n g  f i r e ?  Do th  i t  l ove  t o 
  be 
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be  tor mented wi th  the  Devi l s  for  
e v e r ?  Ta k e  a l l  t o g e t h e r ;  f o r  
there i s  no separat ing s in and hel l ,  
bu t  on l y  by  f a i t h  and  t r ue  Con- 
ver s ion;  i f  you wi l l  keep one,  you  
m u s t  h a ve  t h e  o t h e r .  I f  D e a t h  
and  He l l  b e  p l e a s an t  t o  you ,  no  
wonder  then i f  you go on in  s in ;  
bu t  i f  t h ey  be  no t  ( a s  I  am  su re  
t h e y  b e  n o t )  t h e n  w h a t  i f  s i n  
were never so pleasant,  i s  i t  wor th  
the los s  of  Li fe  Eter nal?  I s  a  l i t t le  
d r i n k ,  o r  m e a t ,  o r  e a s e ,  i s  t h e  
g o o d  wo r d s  o f  s i n n e r s ,  i s  t h e  
r i che s  o f  th i s  wor ld  to  be  va lued  
a b ove  t h e  J oye s  o f  h e ave n ?  O r  
a r e  t h ey  wo r t h  t h e  s u f f e r i n g  o f  
E t e r n a l  f i r e ?  S i r s ,  t h e s e  q u e s t i - 
on s  shou ld  be  con s ide red ,  be fo re  
you go any fur ther,  by ever y man  
that  hath Reason to cons ider,  and  
that believes he hath a soul to save  
or lose.

We l l ,  t h e  L o r d  h e r e  s we a r e t h  
t h a t  h e  h a th  no  P l e a su re  i n  you r 
  Death, 
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Dea th ,  but  r a ther  tha t  you would  
Tu r n  a n d  L i ve :  i f  ye t  yo u  w i l l  
go on,  and Dye ra ther  then Tur n,  
remember i t  was not to Please God  
t h a t  you  d i d  i t :  i t  wa s  t o  P l e a s e  
t h e  wo r l d ,  a n d  t o  p l e a s e  yo u r  
s e l v e s .  A n d  i f  m e n  w i l l  d a m n  
t h e m s e l v e s  t o  p l e a s e  t h e m s e l v e s ,  
and  r un in to  end le s s  Tormen t s  fo r  
Del igh t ,  and have not  the wit ,  the  
h e a r t s ,  t h e  g r a c e ,  t o  h e a r ken  t o  
God  o r  man  t h a t  wou l d  r e c l a im  
t h e m ,  w h a t  r e m e d y !  b u t  t h e y  
must take what they get by i t ,  and  
repent i t  in another manner,  when  
it  i s  too late! Before I proceed any  
fur ther  in  the Appl ica t ion,  I  sha l l  
come to the next Doctr ine,  which  
giveth me a fuller ground for it.
  Doct.
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Doct. 5. SO  e a r n e s t  i s  G o d  f o r  
t h e  C o n v e r s i o n  o f  

s i n n e r s ,  t h a t  h e  d o u b l e t h  h i s  
c o m m a n d s  a n d  e x h o r t a t i o n s  w i t h  
v e h e m e n c y ;  Tu r n  y e ,  Tu r n  y e ,  
Why will ye Dye? 

T h i s  D o c t r i n e  i s  t h e  A p p l i c a - 
t ion of  the for mer,  as  by a Use of  
E x h o r t a t i o n ,  a n d  a c c o r d i n g l y  I  
s h a l l  h and l e  i t .  I s  t h e re  eve r  a n  
Unconve r t ed  s i nne r  t h a t  h e a re th  
t h e s e  ve h e m e n t  wo rd s  o f  G o d ?  
I s  the re  ever  a  man or  woman in  
this Assembly that i s  yet a stranger  
to  the  renewing  s anc t i f y ing  work  
o f  the  Holy  Ghos t ?  ( I t  i s  an  hap- 
py  As sembly  i f  i t  be  no t  so  wi th  
t h e  m o s t . )  H e a r ke n  t h e n  t o  t h e  
vo i c e  o f  yo u r  m a ke r ,  a n d  Tu r n  
t o  h im  by  Ch r i s t  w i t hou t  d e l ay.  
Would you know the wil l  of  God?  
Why this  i s  his  wil l ,  that you pre-
  sently 
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s en t ly  Tur n .  Sha l l  the  l iv ing  God  
s end  so  e a r ne s t  a  Mes s age  to  h i s  
c r e a t u r e s ,  a n d  s h o u l d  t h e y  n o t  
obey ?  Hea rken  then  a l l  you  th a t  
l ive  a f te r  the  f l e sh :  the  Lord  tha t  
g ave  t h e e  t hy  b re a t h  a nd  b e i n g ,  
ha th  sen t  a  mes s age  to  thee  f rom  
h e aven ;  a nd  t h i s  i s  h i s  Me s s a g e ,  
[ Tu r n  y e ,  Tu r n  y e ,  w hy  w i l l  y o u  
d i e ? ]  H e  t h a t  h a t h  e a r s  t o  h e a r  
l e t  h im  he a r.  Sh a l l  t h e  vo i c e  o f  
the Eter na l  Majes ty  be neg lected?  
If he do but ter r ibly thunder, thou  
a r t  a f r a id .  O bu t  th i s  vo i ce  do th  
more  ne a r l y  conce r n  t h ee.  I f  h e  
did but  te l l  thee thou sha l t  d ie  to  
mo r row,  t hou  wou l d s t  no t  make  
l i gh t  o f  i t .  O but  th i s  word  con- 
cer neth thy l i fe  or  death ever la s t- 
ing.  I t  i s  both a Command and an  
Exhor ta t ion .  As  i f  he  had  s a id  to  
t h e e ,  [ I  c h a r g e  t h e e  u p o n  t h e  a l - 
l e g i a n c e  t h a t  t h o u  ow e s t  t o  m e  t hy  
C r e a t o r  a n d  R e d e e m e r,  t h a t  t h o u  
renounce the f lesh, the wor ld, and the 
  Devil, 
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D e v i l ,  a n d  Tu r n  t o  m e  t h a t  t h o u  
ma i s t  L i ve.  I  c ond e s c end  t o  i n t r e a t e  
t h e e,  a s  t hou  e i t h e r  l o ve s t  o r  f e a r e s t  
h im  t h a t  mad e  t h e e ;  a s  t h ou  l o v e s t  
th ine  own l i f e,  even th ine  eve r la s t ing  
L i f e ,  Tu r n  a n d  L i v e ;  a s  e v e r  t h o u  
wou l d s t  e s c a p e  e t e r n a l  m i s e r y  Tu r n ,  
Tu r n ,  f o r  w h y  w i l t  t h o u  d i e ? ]  
And i s  there  a  hear t  in  man,  in  a  
rea sonable  crea ture,  that  can once  
refuse such a Message, such a Com- 
mand, such an Exhor tation as this?  
O what a thing then is the hear t of  
man!

H e a r k e n  t h e n  a l l  t h a t  l o v e  
t h e m s e l ve s ,  a n d  a l l  t h a t  r e g a r d  
you r  own  s a l va t i on .  He re  i s  t h e  
j oy f u l l e s t  Me s s a g e  t h a t  eve r  wa s  
s en t  to  the  ea r s  o f  man .  Tur n  ye,  
Tu r n  y e ,  w h y  w i l l  y o u  d i e ?  Yo u  
are not yet shut up under desper s- 
t i on .  Here  i s  mercy  o f f e red  you ,  
Tu r n  a n d  yo u  s h a l l  h a ve  i t .  O  
S i r s ,  w i t h  w h a t  g l a d  a n d  Joy f u l  
hea r t s  shou ld  you rece ive  th i s  t i -
  dings. 
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d ings .  I  know thi s  i s  not  the f i r s t  
t ime  th a t  you  have  he a rd  i t ;  bu t  
h ow  h a v e  yo u  r e g a r d e d  i t ,  o r  
how  d o  you  re g a rd  i t  n ow ?  Hea r  
a l l  you ignorant ,  ca re le s s  s inner s ,  
t h e  wo rd  o f  t h e  L o rd !  H e a r  a l l  
y o u  w o r l d l i n g s ,  y o u  s e n s u a l 
flesh-pleasers; you gluttons, and drun- 
k a r d s ,  a n d  w h o r e - m o n g e r s ,  
a n d  s w e a r e r s ;  y o u  r a i l e r s  a n d  
b a c kb i t e r s ,  s l a nd e re r s  a nd  l ya r s ;  
Tu r n  y e ,  Tu r n  y e ,  w h y  w i l l  y o u  
die?

Hea r  a l l  you  co l d  and  ou t - s i d e  
p ro fe s so r s ,  and  a l l  tha t  a re  s t r an- 
gers to the life of Chr ist, and never  
knew the  power  o f  h i s  Cros s  and  
Resur rec t ion,  and never  fe l t  your  
hear t s  war med with hi s  Love,  and  
l ive not on him as  the s t rength of  
your  sou l s ,  Tur n  ye,  Tu r n  ye,  why  
will you die?

H e a r  a l l  t h a t  a r e  vo i d  o f  t h e  
L ove  o f  G o d ,  w h o s e  h e a r t s  a r e  
not toward him, nor taken up with 
  the 
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the  Hopes  o f  g lo r y,  bu t  s e t  more  
by  yo u r  e a r t h l y  p ro s p e r i t y  a n d  
d e l i g h t s ,  t h e n  b y  t h e  J oye s  o f  
Heaven; a l l  you that  are Rel ig ious  
bu t  a  l i t t l e  o n  t h e  by,  a n d  g ive  
God no more  then your  f l e sh  can  
spa re ;  tha t  have  no t  denyed  your  
car nal  se lves ,  and for saken a l l  that  
you have for Chr ist ,  in the estima- 
t i on  and  g rounded  re s o l u t i on  o f  
your souls ,  but have any one thing  
in  the  wor ld  so  dear  to  you,  tha t  
you cannot  spa re  i t  fo r  Chr i s t ,  i f  
he require i t ,  but  wi l l  ra ther  ven- 
tu re  on  h i s  d i s p l e a su re  then  fo r - 
sake i t ,  Turn ye,  Turn ye;  Why wi l l  
you die?

I f  yo u  n eve r  h e a r d  i t ,  o r  o b - 
s e r ved  i t  b e f o re ,  r emembe r  t h a t  
you  we re  to l d  f rom the  Word  o f  
G o d  t h i s  d a y,  t h a t  i f  yo u  w i l l  
bu t  Tu r n ,  yo u  m ay  L ive ;  a n d  i f  
you wil l  not Turn, you shal l  surely  
die.

W h a t  n o w  w i l l  y o u  d o  S i r s ?
 I What 
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W h a t  i s  yo u r  r e s o l u t i o n ?  W i l l  
you  Tur n ,  o r  w i l l  you  no t ?  Ha l t  
no t  any  longer  be tween two op i- 
n i on s :  i f  t h e  Lo rd  h e  God ,  f o l - 
l ow  h i m :  i f  yo u r  f l e s h  b e  G o d ,  
t h en  s e r ve  i t  s t i l l .  I f  Heaven  b e  
better  then ear th and f leshly plea- 
sures ,  come away then,  and seek a  
b e t t e r  Coun t r y,  and  l ay  up  you r  
t r e a s u r e  w h e re  r u s t  a n d  m o t h e s  
do  no t  co r r up t ,  and  th i eve s  c an- 
no t  b reak  th rough  and  s t e a l ,  and  
be  awakened a t  l a s t  wi th  a l l  your  
migh t ,  to  s eek  the  K ingdom tha t  
c a n n o t  b e  m ove d ,  H e b.  1 2 . 2 8 .  
a nd  t o  emp l oy  you r  l i ve s  on  a n  
higher design, and turn the stream  
o f  your  care s  and l abour s  another  
way then for merly you have done.  
Bu t  i f  e a r t h  be  be t t e r  t hen  he a - 
ven ,  o r  wi l l  do  more  fo r  you ,  o r  
l a s t  you longer,  then keep i t ,  and  
make your best of i t ,  and fol low it  
s t i l l .  S i r s ,  a re  you  re so l ved  wha t  
to  do?  i f  you be  not ,  I  wi l l  s e t  a 
  few 
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f ew more  mov ing  Cons ide r a t ion s  
be fore  you,  to  see  i f  Rea son wi l l  
make you resolve.

C o n s i d e r  f i r s t ,  W h a t  p r e p a r a t i - 
on s  Me r c y  h a t h  mad e  f o r  y o u r  s a l - 
va t i o n :  a nd  wha t  p i t t y  i t  i s  t h a t  
any  man  shou ld  be  d amned  a f t e r  
a l l  t h i s .  The  t ime  wa s  when  the  
f laming sword was in the way, and  
t h e  c u r s e  o f  G o d s  L a w  wo u l d  
have kept thee back,  i f  thou hadst  
been  neve r  so  w i l l i ng  to  tu r n  to  
G o d :  T h e  t i m e  w a s  w h e n  t h y  
s e l f  and  a l l  the  f r i end s  tha t  thou  
h a s t  i n  t h e  wo r l d ,  c o u l d  n eve r  
have  procured thee  the  pardon o f  
t hy  s i n s  p a s t ,  t hough  thou  h ad s t  
n eve r  s o  much  l amen t ed  and  re - 
for med them. But  Chr i s t  hath re- 
m ove d  t h i s  i m p e d i m e n t  b y  t h e  
r a n s o m  o f  h i s  b l o o d .  T h e  t i m e  
wa s  t h a t  G o d  wa s  w h o l l y  u n re - 
conci led,  as  being not sat i s f ied for  
t h e  v i o l a t i o n  o f  h i s  L a w :  B u t  
now he is so far satisf ied and recon-
   ciled,
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c i led,  a s  that  he hath made thee a  
f re e  Ac t  o f  Obl iv ion ,  and  a  f re e  
d e ed  o f  G i f t  o f  Ch r i s t  and  L i f e ,  
a nd  o f f e re t h  i t  t o  t h e e ,  a nd  i n - 
t re a t e th  thee  to  a ccep t  i t ,  and  i t  
m ay  b e  t h i n e  i f  t h o u  w i l t .  Fo r ,  
h e  w a s  i n  C h r i s t  r e c o n c i l i n g  t h e  
wo r l d  t o  h im s e l f,  a nd  h a t h  c ommi t- 
t ed  t o  u s  th e  wo rd  o f  a c tua l  r e c on c i- 
l i a t i o n ,  2  Co r.  5. 18 ,  19 .  S i nne r s ,  
we are commanded to do this Mes- 
sage to you a l l ,  a s  f rom the Lord,  
[ C o m e ,  f o r  a l l  t h i n g s  a r e  r e a d y ]  
L u k e  1 4 . 17.  A r e  a l l  t h i n g s  r e a - 
dy,  a n d  a r e  y o u  u n r e a dy ?  G o d  i s  
Ready to  ente r t a in  you,  and par- 
don al l  that  you have done against  
h i m ,  i f  yo u  w i l l  b u t  c o m e .  A s  
l o n g  a s  you  h ave  s i nn ed ,  a s  w i l - 
f u l l y  a s  you  h ave  s i nned ,  a s  h a i - 
n ou s ly  a s  you  h ave  s i nned ,  h e  i s  
ready to cast al l  behind his back, if  
you  w i l l  bu t  come.  Though  you  
have been Prodigal s ,  and run away  
f rom God, and have s ta id so long; 
  he 
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he i s  ready even to meet you, and  
embrace  you in  h i s  a r ms ;  and re- 
joyce  in  your  Conver s ion ,  i f  you  
w i l l  bu t  Tu r n .  Even  t h e  e a r t h l y  
wor ld l i ng ,  t he  sw in i sh  d r unka rd ,  
may  f i nd  God  re ady  to  b id  them  
we l come,  i f  t h ey  w i l l  bu t  come.  
D o t h  n o t  t h i s  t u r n  t h y  h e a r t  
w i t h i n  t h e e ?  O  s i n n e r ,  i f  t h o u  
have an hear t  o f  f le sh ,  and not  of  
stone in thee, methinks this should  
me l t  i t .  S h a l l  t h e  d re a d f u l  i n f i - 
n i t e  Ma je s ty  o f  heaven  even  wa i t  
for  thy retur ning,  and be ready to  
r e c e i v e  t h e e ,  w h o  h a s t  a b u s e d  
h im,  and  fo rgo t t en  h im so  long?  
Shall  he delight in thy Conversion,  
that  might at  any t ime glor i f ie  his  
Ju s t i ce  in  thy  damnat ion ,  and ye t  
doth i t  not  mel t  thy  hear t  wi th in  
t hee,  and  a r t  t hou  no t  ye t  re ady  
t o  c o m e  i n ?  H a s t  t h o u  n o t  a s  
much reason to be ready to come,  
as God hath to invite thee, and bid  
thee welcome? 
 I 3 But 
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B u t  t h a t ’s  n o t  a l l :  C h r i s t  h a t h  
done  h i s  p a r t  on  t h e  Cr o s s,  a nd  
m a d e  s u c h  way  f o r  t h e e  t o  t h e  
F a the r,  t h a t  on  h i s  a c coun t  thou  
m a i s t  b e  we l c o m e  i f  t h o u  w i l t  
come.  And ye t  a r t  thou not  Rea- 
dy?

A  P a r d o n  i s  R e a d y,  e x p r e s l y  
g r a n t e d  a nd  o f f e re d  t h e e  i n  t h e  
Go spe l .  And  ye t  a r t  t hou  un re a - 
dy?

T h e  M i n i s t e r s  o f  t h e  G o s p e l  
are Ready to assist thee, to instruct  
thee,  and pronounce the absolving  
word s  o f  peace  to  thy  sou l ;  they  
are Ready to pray for thee, and to  
sea l  up thy pardon by the admini- 
s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  h o l y  S a c r a m e n t ;  
And yet art thou not ready?

A l l  t h a t  f e a r  G o d  a b o u t  t h e e  
a re  Ready to re joyce in  thy Con- 
version, and to receive thee into the  
Communion of Saints ,  and to g ive  
thee the r ight  hand of  fe l lowship,  
ye a  t hough  thou  h ad s t  b e en  one 
  that 
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that had been cast  out of their so- 
c i e t y :  t h ey  d a re  no t  bu t  f o r g ive  
whe re  God  fo rg ive th ,  when  i t  i s  
manifest to them by thy confession  
a n d  a m e n d m e n t :  t h e y  d a r e  n o t  
so  much  a s  h i t  thee  in  the  t ee th  
with thy former s ins ,  because they  
know th a t  God  w i l l  no t  upb r a i d  
thee with them. If thou hadst been  
never so scandalous, if thou wouldst  
b u t  h e a r t i l y  b e  C o nve r t e d  a n d  
c ome  i n ,  t h ey  wou l d  no t  r e f u s e  
thee,  l e t  the  wor ld  s ay  what  they  
w o u l d  a g a i n s t  i t .  A n d  a r e  a l l  
these  ready  to receive thee, and yet  
art thou not ready to come in?

Ye a ,  H e a v e n  i t  s e l f  i s  R e a d y ;  
t h e  L o rd  w i l l  r e c e i ve  t h e e  i n t o  
t he  g lo r y  o f  h i s  S a in t s :  a s  v i l e  a  
b e a s t  a s  t hou  h a s t  b e en ,  i f  t hou  
w i l t  bu t  be  c l e an s ed ,  t hou  ma i s t  
h ave  a  p l a c e  b e f o r e  h i s  t h ro n e :  
h i s  Ange l s  w i l l  be  ready  to  gua rd  
t hy  s o u l  t o  t h e  p l a c e  o f  Joy,  i f  
thou do but  unfe ignedly come in. 
 I 4 And 
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And  i s  God  r e a dy,  t h e  S a c r i f i c e  o f  
Ch r i s t  R e a dy,  t h e  P r om i s e  R e a dy,  
a n d  Pa r d o n  R e a dy ?  a r e  M i n i s t e r s  
Ready,  and the Peop l e  o f  God Rea- 
dy,  and  Heaven  i t  s e l f  Ready,  and  
A n g e l s  R e a dy,  a n d  a l l  t h e s e  bu t  
wa i t i n g  f o r  t hy  Conve r s i on ;  a nd  
y e t  a r t  t h o u  n o t  R e a d y ?  W h a t  
not Ready to l ive,  when thou hast  
been  d ead  so  long?  no t  Ready  to  
c o m e  t o  t hy  r i g h t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g,  
( a s  the  Prodiga l  i s  s a id  to  c ome  t o  
h i m s e l f,  L u ke  15. 17. )  w h e n  t h o u  
ha s t  been  b e s i d e s  t hy  s e l f  s o  l o n g ?  
Not ready to be saved,  when thou  
a r t  even  re a dy  t o  b e  c o n d emn e d ?  
Ar t  thou not  ready to  l ay  ho ld  on  
C h r i s t  t h a t  wo u l d  d e l i ve r  t h e e ,  
w h e n  t h o u  a r t  e v e n  r e a d y  t o  
d r o w n  a n d  s i n k  i n t o  d a m n a t i o n ?  
A r t  t h o u  n o t  r e a d y  t o  b e  s ave d  
from Hell, when thou ar t even rea- 
dy  to  be  ca s t  remedi le s ly  in to  i t ?  
A l a s  man ,  do s t  t hou  know  wha t  
thou dos t !  i f  thou d ie  unconver t-
  ed,
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t he re  i s  no  doub t  to  be  made  o f  
t hy  d amna t ion :  and  thou  a r t  no t  
su re  to  l ive  an  hour :  And ye t  a r t  
t h o u  n o t  r e a d y  t o  t u r n  a n d  t o  
c o m e  i n ?  O  m i s e r a b l e  w r e t c h !  
has t  thou not served the f lesh and  
t he  Dev i l  l ong  enough?  Ye t  h a s t  
thou not  had enough of  s in?  I s  i t  
so  good to  thee?  o r  so  p ro f i t able  
for  thee?  Dost  thou know what  i t  
i s ,  t h a t  t h o u  wo u l d s t  ye t  h a ve  
more  of  i t?  Hast  thou had so many  
c a l l s,  and  so  many  mer c i e s,  and  so  
many blows,  and so many examples?  
hast  thou seen so many laid in the  
g r ave,  and  ye t  a r t  t hou  no t  re a - 
dy to le t  go thy s ins  and come to  
C h r i s t ?  W h a t !  a f t e r  s o  m a n y  
convict ions,  and g r ipes of  Consci- 
ence :  a f t e r  so  many pur pose s  and  
promises, ar t thou not yet ready to  
t u r n  and  l ive ?  Oh  th a t  t hy  eye s ,  
t hy  h e a r t  we re  o p e n e d  t o  k n ow  
how f a i r  an  o f fe r  i s  now made to  
t h e e !  a n d  w h a t  a  J o y f u l  m e s -
 I 5 sage 
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i t  i s  t h a t  we  a re  s en t  on ,  t o  b i d  
thee come: for all things are ready.

2 .  C o n s i d e r  a l s o  w h a t  C a l l s  
thou  ha s t  to  Tur n  and  Live.  How  
many,  how l oud ,  how ea r ne s t ,  how  
d r ead fu l ,  and yet  what  encourage- 
ing joyful Calls?

Fo r  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  I nv i t e r ,  i t  i s  
God himsel f .  He that commandeth  
H e ave n  a n d  E a r t h ,  c o m m a n d e t h  
thee to turn; and presently without  
de l ay  to  tu r n ;  He  command s  the  
Sun to run i t s  cour se,  and to r i se  
u p o n  t h e e  e ve r y  m o r n i n g ;  a n d  
though it  be so glor ious a creature  
and many times bigger then al l  the  
ear th, yet it  obeyeth him, and f ai l- 
eth not one minute of i t s  appoint- 
ed  t ime.  He  commande th  a l l  t he  
p l a n e t s  a nd  t h e  o r b s  o f  Heaven ,  
a nd  t h ey  ob ey ;  He  commande t h  
the  Sea  to  ebb  and  f low,  and  the  
whole Creation to keep i t s  cour se,  
and  a l l  obey  h im:  The  Ange l s  o f  
h e ave n  o b ey  h i s  w i l l ,  w h e n  h e 
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sends them to Minister to such silly  
wor ms a s  we on ear th ,  Hebrews  1. 
14 .  And  ye t  i f  h e  c ommand  bu t  
a  s i n n e r  t o  Tu r n ,  H e  w i l l  n o t  
o b ey  h i m :  H e  o n l y  t h i n k s  h i m - 
s e l f  w i s e r  t h en  God ,  and  He  c a - 
v i l s  and  p l e ad s  t h e  c au s e  o f  s i n ,  
a n d  w i l l  n o t  away.  I f  t h e  L o rd  
A lmighty  s ay  the  word ,  the  Hea- 
ve n s  a n d  a l l  t h e r e i n  o b ey  h i m :  
bu t  i f  he  ca l l  bu t  a  d r unkard  out  
of an Ale-house, he wil l  not obey;  
or  i f  he ca l l  a  world ly f le shly s in- 
ner  to  deny h imse l f ,  and mor t i f ie  
the flesh, and set his heart on a bet- 
ter inheritance, he will not obey.

I f  t hou  h ad s t  any  l ove  i n  t h ee,  
thou wouldst  know the voice,  and  
s ay,  O h  t h i s  i s  my  Fa t h e r s  C a l l !  
how can  I  f i nd  in  my hea r t  t o  d i s o- 
b e y ?  Fo r  t h e  s h e e p  o f  C h r i s t  d o  
k n ow  a n d  h e a r  h i s  v o i c e ,  a n d  t h e y  
f o l l ow h im,  and he  g ive th  them e t e r- 
na l  l i f e ,  J o hn  10 . 4 .  I f  t hou  h ad s t  
any spir itual life and sense in thee, at 
  least 
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lea s t  thou woulds t  say,  th i s  Cal l  i s  
t h e  d r e ad f u l  vo i c e  o f  God ,  and  who  
dare disobey? For saith the Prophet,  
A m o s  3 . 8 .  T h e  Ly o n  h a t h  r o a r e d ,  
w h o  w i l l  n o t  f e a r ?  G o d  i s  n o t  a s  
man  tha t  thou  shou ld s t  da l l y  and  
p l ay  w i t h  h im :  Remembe r  wha t  
he  s a id  to  Pau l  a t  h i s  Conver s ion  
[ I t  i s  h a rd  f o r  t h e e  t o  k i c k  a g a i n s t  
t h e  p r i c k s ]  A c t .  9 . 5 .  W i l t  t h o u  
yet go on and despise his word, and  
resis t  his  Spir i t ,  and stop thine ear  
a g a i n s t  h i s  C a l l ?  Who  i s  i t  t h a t  
wi l l  have  the  wor s t  o f  th i s ?  Dos t  
thou know whom thou d i sobeyes t  
a n d  c o n t e n d e s t  w i t h ,  a n d  w h a t  
thou ar t doing? It  were a f ar wiser  
and easier task for thee to contend  
w i th  the  thor n s ,  and  spur n  them  
with thy bare  feet ,  and beat  them  
w i t h  t hy  b a re  h and s ,  o r  pu t  t hy  
h e a d  i n t o  t h e  b u r n i n g  f i r e .  B e  
no t  de c e i ved ,  God wi l l  no t  b e  moc k- 
e d ,  Ga l a t .  6 . 7.  Whoeve r  e l s e  b e  
mocked ,  God  wi l l  no t :  you  were 
  better 
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be t t e r  p l ay  w i th  the  f i re  in  your  
t h a t ch ,  t hen  w i th  the  f i re  o f  h i s  
bu r n i ng  w r a t h .  Fo r  o u r  God  i s  a  
c o n s um i n g  f i r e ,  H e b r ew s  12 . 2 9 .  O  
how unmeet  a  match ar t  thou for  
G o d !  I t  i s  a  f e a r f u l  t h i n g  t o  f a l l  
i n t o  h i s  hand s,  Heb r ews  10 .31.  and  
t h e re fo re  i t  i s  a  f e a r f u l  t h i ng  t o  
contend with him or resist him. As  
yo u  l ove  yo u r  s o u l s ,  t a ke  h e e d  
wha t  you  do.  Wha t  w i l l  you  s ay  
i f  he beg in in wrath to plead with  
y o u ?  W h a t  w i l l  y o u  d o  i f  h e  
t ake  you  once  in  hand?  Wi l l  you  
then s t r ive  aga ins t  h i s  Judgement ,  
a s  now you  do  aga in s t  h i s  g r ace ;  
f a i th the Lord, Isa.  27.4, 5. Fury i s  
not in me :  ( that i s ,  I  del ight not to  
d e s t roy  yo u :  I  d o  i t  a s  i t  we r e  
u n w i l l i n g l y :  bu t  ye t )  w h o  w o u l d  
s e t  th e  b r ya r s  and  tho r n s  aga in s t  me  
i n  ba t t l e ?  I  wou ld  go  th r ough  th em:  
I  wou l d  bu r n  t h em  t o g e t h e r.  O r  l e t  
h im take  ho ld  o f  my s t r eng th tha t  he  
m ay  m a k e  p e a c e  w i t h  m e ,  a n d  h e 
  shall 
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s h a l l  m a k e  p e a c e  w i t h  m e. ]  I t s  a n  
u n e q u a l  c o m b a t  f o r  t h e  b r y a r s  
and s tubble  to make war  wi th the  
fire.

A s  t hu s  you  s e e,  Who  i t  i s  t h a t  
c a l l e t h  you ,  tha t  shou ld  move  you  
to hear his  Cal l  and Turn, so con- 
s ider  a l so,  by what  in s t rument s,  and  
how often & how earnestly he doth it. 

1.  Ever y  l e a f  o f  the  bl e s s ed  Book  
o f  God  h a t h  a s  i t  we re  a  vo i c e ,  
and  ca l l s  out  unto  thee,  Tur n  and  
l i v e ,  Tu r n  o r  t h o u  w i l t  d i e .  H ow  
canst thou open it, and read a leaf ,  
o r  h e a r  a  Chap t e r,  and  no t  p e r - 
ceive God bids thee Turn? 

I t  i s  t h e  vo i c e  o f  eve r y  Se r mon  
that  thou hearest :  For what e l se i s  
the  s cope  and  dr i f t  o f  a l l ,  bu t  to  
cal l  and per swade, and intreat thee  
for to Turn?

3. It  i s  the voice of many a moti- 
on of the Spir it, that secretly speaks  
over these words again, and urgeth  
thee to Turn. 
  4. It 
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4 .  I t  i s  l ike ly  somet ime i t  i s  the  
vo i ce  o f  thy  own Con s c i e n c e.  A r t  
thou not sometime convinced that  
a l l  i s  not well  with thee? and doth  
not  consc ience te l l  thee that  thou  
mu s t  b e  a  n ew  m a n ,  a n d  t a ke  a  
new cou r s e,  and  o f t en  c a l l  upon  
thee to Return?

5.  I t  i s  the voice of  the g rac ious  
e x a m p l e s  o f  t h e  G o d l y.  W h e n  
t hou  s e e s t  t h em  l i ve  a  h e aven l y  
l i fe,  and f ly  f rom the s in which i s  
t hy  d e l i g h t ,  t h i s  r e a l l y  Ca l l s  on  
thee to Turn.

6. It  i s  the voice of a l l  the Works  
o f  G o d .  Fo r  t h ey  a l s o  a r e  G o d s  
books ,  that  teach thee thi s  le s son,  
by  s h ew i n g  t h e e  h i s  G r e a t n e s s ,  
and  Wi sdom,  and  Goodne s s ,  and  
Cal l ing thee to observe them, and  
admire  the  Crea tor,  Psa l .  19 .1,  2 .  
T h e  H e a v e n s  d e c l a r e  t h e  g l o r y  o f  
God,  and  the  f i rmament  shewe th  h i s  
handy  wo rk ;  Day  un to  Day  u t t e r e th  
S p e e c h ,  n i g h t  u n t o  n i g h t  s h e w e t h 
  Knowledge.



136 richard baxter—a call to the unconverted

136

K n o w l e d g e .  E ve r y  t i m e  t h e  S u n  
r i s e th  upon thee,  i t  rea l l y  ca l l e th  
t hee  to  Tur n :  a s  i f  i t  s hou ld  s ay,  
[Wha t  d o  I  t r a v e l  a n d  c ompa s s  t h e  
wo r l d  f o r,  bu t  t o  d e c l a r e  t o  men  th e  
G l o r y  o f  t h e i r  Mak e r,  a n d  t o  l i g h t  
th em to  do  h i s  wo rk?  And do  I  s t i l l  
f ind  the e  do ing  the  wo rk  o f  s in ,  and  
s l e e p i n g  o u t  t hy  l i f e  i n  n e g l i g e n c e ?  
Awake  t hou  t ha t  s l e e p e s t ,  and  a r i s e  
f r o m  t h e  d e a d ,  a n d  C h r i s t  s h a l l  
g i v e  t h e e  l i g h t ,  E p h e s .  5 . 14 .  T h e  
n i g h t  i s  s p e n t ,  t h e  d ay  i s  a t  h and : 
 i t  i s  now high t ime to  awake out  o f  
s l e e p :  L e t  u s  t h e r e f o r e  c a s t  o f f  t h e  
works  o f  da rkne s s,  and l e t  u s  pu t  on  
t h e  a r m o u r  o f  l i g h t .  L e t  u s  w a l k  
hones t ly  as  in the  day,  not  in r io t ing  
a n d  d r u n k e n e s s,  n o t  i n  c h amb e r i n g  
and wantonness,  not  in s t r i f e  and en- 
vy ing :  bu t  pu t  ye  on  th e  Lo rd  J e su s  
Chr is t ,  and make no provis ion for  the  
f lesh, to ful f i l l  the lusts thereof, Rom.  
13. 11,  12 ,  13,  14 .  (Th i s  Tex t  wa s  
the  mean s  o f  Aus t i n s  Cove r s ion . )
  1. It 
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7.  I t  i s  the  voice  o f  ever y  Mer cy  
thou dos t  pos se s s .  I f  thou coulds t  
b u t  h e a r  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e m ,  
they  a l l  c r y  ou t  un to  thee,  Tur n .  
W hy  d o t h  t h e  e a r t h  b e a r  t h e e  
but to seek and serve the Lord? why  
doth it  af ford thee its  fruits  but to  
s e r ve  h im?  Why  do th  the  a i r  a f - 
ford thee breath, but to serve him?  
Why  do  a l l  c re a t u re s  s e r ve  t h e e  
wi th the i r  l abour s  and the i r  l ives ,  
bu t  th a t  t hou  migh t e s t  s e r ve  the  
L o r d  o f  t h e m  a n d  t h e e ?  W h y  
d o t h  h e  g i v e  t h e e  t i m e ,  a n d  
h e a l t h ,  a nd  s t r e n g t h ,  bu t  f o r  t o  
s e r ve  h im?  Why  ha s t  t hou  mea t ,  
and  d r i nk ,  and  c l o a the s ,  bu t  f o r  
h i s  s e r v i c e ?  Ha s t  t hou  any  th ing  
w h i c h  t h o u  h a s t  n o t  r e c e i ve d ?  
And  i f  t hou  d i d s t  r e c e ive  t h em ,  
i t s  re a s on  t hou  s hou l d s t  b e th i nk  
thee,  f r om  whom, and t o  wha t  end  
and  u se  thou  d id s t  rece ive  them.  
D id s t  t hou  neve r  c r y  t o  h im fo r  
h e l p  i n  t hy  d i s t r e s s ?  a n d  d i d s t 
  thou 
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thou  no t  then  unde r s t and  tha t  i t  
wa s  t hy  p a r t  t o  Tu r n  a n d  s e r ve  
h im i f  he  would  de l iver  thee?  He  
hath done his par t, and spared thee  
ye t  l o ng e r ,  a nd  t r ye d  t h e e  a no - 
t h e r  a n d  a n o t h e r  ye a r :  a n d  ye t  
d o s t  t h o u  n o t  Tu r n ?  Yo u  k n ow  
the  Pa rable  o f  the  un f r u i t fu l  f i g - 
t r e e ,  L u k e  13 . 6 ,  7,  8 ,  9 .  W h e n  
t h e  Lo rd  h a d  s a i d ,  Cu t  i t  d own ;  
w h y  c u m b r e t h  i t  t h e  g r o u n d ?  h e  
wa s  i n t re a t e d  t o  t r y  i t  on e  ye a r  
longer,  and  then  i f  i t  p roved  no t  
f r u i t f u l ,  t o  c u t  i t  d ow n .  C h r i s t  
h imse l f  there  makes  the appl ica t i- 
on  tw i c e  ove r,  v e r.  3.  &  5.  [Ex - 
c ep t  ye  Repen t ,  ye  sha l l  a l l  l i k ew i s e  
p e r i s h . ]  H ow  m a n y  y e a r s  h a t h  
God looked for  the f r u i t s  o f  Love  
and Hol ine s s  f rom thee,  and ha th  
f o u n d  n o n e ?  a n d  y e t  h e  h a t h  
spared thee.  How many a  t ime by  
thy  wi l fu l  i gnorance  and  ca re l e s - 
ne s s ,  and  d i sobed ience,  ha s t  thou  
p rovoked  Ju s t i c e  t o  s ay,  Cu t  h im 
  down, 
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down,  why cumbe re th  he  the  g round?  
A n d  ye t  m e r c y  h a t h  p r e v a i l e d ,  
a n d  P a t i e n c e  h a t h  f o r b o r n  t h e  
k i l l ing damning blow,  to  th i s  day.  
I f  thou hadst  the under standing of  
a  man  wi th in  thee,  thou  wou ld s t  
know tha t  a l l  th i s  ca l l e th  thee  to  
Tu r n .  Do s t  t hou  t h i n k  t h o u  s h a l t  
s t i l l  e s c a p e  t h e  J u d g em en t  o f  God ?  
O r  d e s p i s e s t  t h o u  t h e  r i c h e s  o f  h i s  
g oodne s s,  and  f o r b ea ran c e,  and  l ong - 
s u f f e r i n g ,  n o t  k n o w i n g  t h a t  t h e  
goodne s s  o f  God l eade th  thee  t o  Re- 
p e n t a n c e ?  b u t  a f t e r  t h y  h a r d n e s s  
a nd  imp en i t e n t  h e a r t ,  t r e a s u r e s t  u p  
un t o  t hy  s e l f  w ra t h  a g a i n s t  t h e  d ay  
o f  w r a t h ,  a n d  r e v e l a t i o n  o f  t h e  
r i g h t e o u s  J u d g e m e n t  o f  G o d ,  
w h o  w i l l  r e n d e r  t o  e v e r y  m a n  a c - 
c o rd i n g  t o  h i s  d e e d s,  Rom .  2 . 3,  4 .  
5, 6.

8 .  Moreove r,  i t  i s  t h e  vo i c e  o f  
every af f l i c t ion  to cal l  thee to make  
ha s t e  and  Tu r n .  S i ckne s s  and  pa in  
c r y  Tu r n ;  a n d  p ove r t y,  a n d  l o s s 
  of 
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o f  f r i ends ,  and  ever y  twig  o f  the  
cha s t i s i ng  rod ,  c r y  Tu r n ;  and  ye t  
wil t  thou not hearken to the Cal l?  
The s e  h ave  come  ne a r  t h ee,  and  
m a d e  t h e e  f e e l ;  t h ey  h ave  m a d e  
thee groan,  and can they not make  
thee Turn?

9 .  T h e  ve r y  f r a m e  o f  t hy  N a - 
t u r e  a nd  b e i n g  i t  s e l f  b e s p e ake t h  
t hy  Re t u r n .  Why  h a s t  t hou  Rea - 
s o n ,  bu t  t o  R u l e  t hy  f l e s h ,  a n d  
s e r ve  t hy  L o rd ?  W hy  h a s t  t h o u  
a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  s o u l ,  b u t  t o  
learn and know his will , and do it?  
Why hast thou an heart within thee  
that can love, and fear,  and desire,  
bu t  t h a t  t hou  shou ld s t  f e a r  h im ,  
a n d  l ove  h i m ,  a n d  d e s i r e  a f t e r  
him?

10 .  Ye a  t h i n e  ow n  e n g a g e m e n t s  
by promise to the Lord do cal l  up- 
on  t h e e  t o  Tu r n  and  s e r ve  h im .  
Thou hast bound thy self to him by  
a  B a p t i s m a l  C ove n a n t ,  a n d  r e - 
nounced the wor ld ,  the f le sh,  and 
  the 
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the Devi l ;  thi s  thou hast  conf i r m- 
ed by the profess ion of Chr ist iani- 
t y,  and  renewed  i t  a t  S a c r amen t s  
a n d  i n  t i m e s  o f  a f f l i c t i o n :  A n d  
w i l t  t hou  p rom i s e  a nd  vow,  a nd  
n e v e r  p e r f o r m ,  a n d  Tu r n  t o  
God?

Lay  a l l  t he s e  toge the r  now,  and  
see what  should be the i s sue.  The  
h o l y  S c r i p t u r e  c a l l s  u p o n  t h e e  
t o  Tu r n ;  t h e  M i n i s t e r s  o f  C h r i s t  
d o  c a l l  u pon  t h e e  t o  Tu r n ,  The  
S p i r i t  c r i e s  Tu r n ,  t h y  C o n - 
s c i e n c e  c r i e s  Tu r n :  t h e  g o d l y  by  
p e r s w a s i o n s  a n d  e x a m p l e s  c r y  
Tu r n :  t h e  w h o l e  w o r l d  a n d  a l l  
the creatures  there in that  are  pre- 
s e n t e d  t o  t hy  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  c r y  
Tu r n :  The  p a t i e n t  f o r b e a r a n c e  o f  
G o d  c r i e s  Tu r n :  A l l  t h e  M e r c i e s  
w h i c h  t h o u  r e c e i ve s t  c r y  Tu r n ;  
The rod of Gods chast i sements  cr ies  
Tu r n :  T hy  r e a s o n  a n d  t h e  f r a m e  
o f  thy  na tu re  be speak s  thy  Tur n- 
ing :  and so  do a l l  thy  Promi s e s  to 
  God 
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God.  And ye t  a r t  thou not  re so l - 
ved to Turn?

3.  M o re ove r ,  p o o r  h a rd  h e a r t - 
ed  s inner !  Dids t  thou ever  cons i - 
de r,  upon  wha t  t e r ms  t h ou  s t and e s t  
a l l  t h i s  wh i l e  w i t h  h im  t h a t  c a l l e t h  
o n  t h e e  f o r  t o  Tu r n ?  Thou  a r t  h i s  
own,  and owest  him thy sel f  and al l  
t hou  ha s t ;  and  may  he  no t  Com - 
mand  h i s  own?  Thou ar t  h i s  ab so- 
lute servant,  and shouldst  serve no  
other Master.  Thou s tandest  a t  hi s  
Mercy,  and thy l i fe  i s  in  h i s  hand;  
and he is resolved to save thee up- 
o n  n o  o t h e r  t e r m s ;  t h o u  h a d s t  
many mal ic ious  sp i r i tua l  enemies ,  
tha t  wou ld  be  g l ad  i f  God would  
b u t  f o r s a ke  t h e e ,  a n d  l e t  t h e m  
a lone with thee,  and leave thee to  
t h e i r  w i l l :  h ow  q u i c k l y  wo u l d  
t h ey  d e a l  w i t h  t h e e  i n  a n o t h e r  
m a n n e r ?  A n d  t h o u  c a n s t  n o t  b e  
d e l i v e r e d  f r o m  t h e m  b u t  b y  
Tu r n i n g  u n t o  G o d .  T h o u  a r t  
f a l l en  under  h i s  wra th  by  thy  s in 
  already: 
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a l r e a d y :  a n d  t h o u  k n owe s t  n o t  
h ow  l o n g  h i s  p a t i e n c e  w i l l  ye t  
wai t .  Perhaps  th i s  i s  the la s t  year ;  
pe rhaps  the  l a s t  day ;  h i s  sword  i s  
even a t  thy hear t ,  whi le  the word  
i s  in  th ine  ea r ;  and  i f  thou  Tur n  
no t ,  thou  a r t  a  dead  and  undone  
man. Were thy eyes but open to see  
where thou standest, even upon the  
br ink of  hel l ,  and to see how ma- 
ny thousands are the re  a l ready that  
did not turn, thou wouldst see that  
its time to look about thee.

We l l  S i r s ,  l o o k  i n w a r d s  n ow  
and te l l  me,  How are  your  hear t s  
a f f e c t ed  w i th  t he s e  o f f e r s  o f  t he  
Lord?  You hear  what  i s  h i s  mind,  
h e  d e l i g h t e t h  n o t  i n  yo u r  d e a t h :  
he  c a l l s  t o  you ,  Tur n ,  t u r n :  i t s  a  
f e a r fu l  s i gn ,  i f  a l l  th i s  move  thee  
n o t ,  o r  d o  bu t  h a l f  m ove  t h e e ;  
a n d  mu c h  m o re  i f  i t  m a ke  t h e e  
more  c a re l e s s  i n  t hy  m i s e r y,  b e - 
cause thou hearest of the merciful- 
ne s s  o f  God.  The  work ing  o f  the 
  medicine 
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med ic ine  wi l l  pa r t l y  t e l l  u s  whe- 
t h e r  t h e r e  b e  a n y  h o p e  o f  t h e  
Cure.  O wha t  g l ad  t id ing s  wou ld  
i t  b e  t o  t h o s e  t h a t  a r e  n ow  i n  
Hel l ,  i f  they had but  such a  Mes- 
s a g e  f r o m  G o d !  W h a t  a  j oy f u l  
wo r d  wo u l d  i t  b e  t o  h e a r  t h i s  
[ Tu r n  a n d  L i v e : ]  Ye a  w h a t  a  
welcome word would i t  be  to  thy  
sel f  when thou hast fel t  that wrath  
o f  God  bu t  an  hou r !  Or  i f  a f t e r  
a  thousand,  or  ten thousand year s  
t o r m e n t ,  t h o u  c o u l d s t  bu t  h e a r  
s u c h  a  w o r d  f r o m  G o d ,  [ Tu r n  
and  L i ve. ]  and  ye t  wi l t  thou  now  
neglect  i t ,  and suf fer  us  to  re tur n  
without our errand?

Beho ld  s inne r s ,  we  a re  s e t  he re  
a s  t h e  M e s s e n g e r s  o f  t h e  L o rd ,  
to  se t  be fore  you Li fe  and Death :  
W h a t  s a y  yo u ?  w h i c h  o f  t h e m  
wi l l  you  choose ?  Chr i s t  s t ande th  
a s  i t  we re  by  t hee,  w i th  Heaven  
in one hand, and Hell in the other,  
a n d  o f f e r e t h  t h e e  t h y  c h o i c e ; 
  which 
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which wi l t  thou choose?  The vo i c e  
o f  t h e  L o r d  m a k e t h  t h e  R o c k s  t o  
t r e m b l e ,  P s a l m  2 0 .  a n d  i s  i t  n o - 
th ing  to  hea r  h im th re a t en  thee,  
i f  t h o u  w i l t  n o t  Tu r n ?  D o s t  
thou not  under s t and and fee l  th i s  
vo i c e ,  [ Tu r n  y e ,  Tu r n  y e ,  W h y  
w i l l  ye  d i e ? ]  Why,  i t  i s  t he  vo i ce  
o f  L o v e ,  o f  i n f i n i t e  L o v e ,  o f  t hy  
b e s t  a nd  k i nde s t  f r i e nd ,  a s  t hou  
mightest easily perceive by the mo- 
t i on :  and  ye t  c an s t  t hou  neg l e c t  
i t ?  I t  i s  t h e  vo i c e  o f  p i t t y  a n d  
compas s ion .  The Lord  see th  whi- 
t h e r  t h o u  a r t  g o i n g  b e t t e r  t h e n  
thou  do s t ,  wh ich  make s  h im ca l l  
a f t e r  t h e e,  Tu r n ,  Tu r n :  He  s e e t h  
what  wi l l  become of  thee,  i f  thou  
tu r n  no t :  He  th inke th  wi th  h im- 
s e l f ,  Ah  t h i s  p o o r  s i n n e r  w i l l  c a s t  
h im s e l f  i n t o  e nd l e s s  t o r men t s,  i f  h e  
d o  no t  Tu r n :  I  mus t  i n  Iu s t i c e  d e a l  
w i t h  h im  a c c o rd i n g  t o  my  r i g h t e o u s  
Law ;  and  the re fo re  he  ca l l e th  a f - 
t e r  t h e e ,  Tu r n ,  Tu r n  O  s i n n e r ! 
 K if 
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if you did but know the thousandth  
par t  as  wel l  as  God doth, the dan- 
ger that is near you, and the misery  
t h a t  yo u  a r e  r u n n i n g  i n t o ,  we  
should  have no more need to  ca l l  
after you to Turn.

Moreover,  th i s  voice  that  ca l le th  
to thee, i s  the same that hath pre- 
va i led with thousands  a l ready,  and  
c a l l ed  a l l  to  heaven  tha t  a re  now  
there: And they would not now for  
a  t hou s and  wor l d s  t h a t  t h ey  h ad  
made light of it, and not Turned to  
God. Now  what are they possessing  
t h a t  Tu r n e d  a t  G o d s  C a l l ?  N o w  
they perceive that it was indeed the  
voice of Love, that meant them no  
mo re  h a r m  t h en  t h e i r  s a l va t i on .  
And  i f  t hou  w i l t  ob ey  t h e  s ame  
Cal l ,  thou sha l t  come to the same  
Happines s .  There  be mi l l ions  tha t  
mu s t  f o r  e ve r  l a m e n t  t h a t  t h ey  
Turned not, but there’s never a soul  
in  Heaven  tha t  i s  so r r y  tha t  they  
were Converted. 
  Well 
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We l l  S i r s ,  a re  you  ye t  re so lved ,  
o r  a r e  yo u  n o t ?  D o  I  n e e d  t o  
s ay  any  more  t o  you ?  Wha t  w i l l  
yo u  d o ?  w i l l  yo u  Tu r n ,  o r  n o t ?  
Spe ak  man  i n  t hy  he a r t  t o  God ,  
though thou speak not out to me:  
Speak, left he take thy silence for a  
denya l .  Speak  qu i c k ly,  l e s t  he  ne- 
ver make thee the l ike of fer more.  
S p e ak  r e s o l v e d ly,  a nd  no t  wave r - 
ing ly ;  for  he wi l l  have no Ind i f f e- 
r e n t s  t o  be  h i s  Fo l l owe r s .  S ay  i n  
thy  hea r t  now,  wi thout  any  more  
delay,  even before thou st i r  hence,  
[By the  Grace  o f  God,  I  am re so lved  
p r e s e n t l y  t o  t u r n .  A n d  b e c a u s e  I  
know my own in su f f i c i en cy,  I  am r e- 
so lved  to  wa i t  on God fo r  h i s  Grace,  
and  t o  f o l l ow  h im  i n  h i s  way s,  and  
f o r s ak e  my  f o r me r  c ou r s e s  and  c om - 
pan i on s,  and  g i ve  up  my  s e l f  t o  t h e  
guidance of the Lord.

S i r s ,  Yo u  a r e  n o t  s h u t  u p  i n  
t he  d a rkne s s  o f  Hea then i sm ,  no r  
in the desperat ion of  the damned: 
 K 2 Life 
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L i f e  i s  b e fo re  you :  and  you  may  
have i t  on reasonable ter ms i f  you  
w i l l :  y e a  o n  f r e e - c o s t ,  i f  y o u  
w i l l  a c c e p t  i t .  T h e  way  o f  G o d  
lyeth plain before you; the Church  
i s  op en  t o  you :  t h e  company  o f  
t h e  g o d l y  i s  o p e n  t o  yo u ;  yo u  
may  have  Chr i s t  and  pa rdon ,  and  
H o l i n e s s ,  i f  yo u  w i l l .  W h a t  s ay  
you ?  Wi l l  you ,  o r  w i l l  you  no t ?  
I f  you say nay, or say nothing, and  
s t i l l  g o  on ,  God  i s  w i t n e s s ,  a nd  
th i s  Cong rega t ion  i s  wi tne s s ,  and  
your own Consciences are witness ,  
h ow  f a i r  a n  o f f e r  yo u  h a d  t h i s  
d ay.  Remembe r,  you  m igh t  h ave  
h ad  Ch r i s t ,  a nd  wou ld  no t .  Re- 
member, when you have lost it, that  
you might have had eternal Life as  
we l l  a s  o t h e r s ,  a n d  wo u l d  n o t :  
a n d  a l l  b e c a u s e  yo u  wo u l d  n o t  
Turn.

B u t  l e t  u s  c o m e  t o  t h e  n e x t  
D o c t r i n e ,  a n d  h e a r  yo u r  R e a - 
sons. 
  Doct. 
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Doct 6. TH E  L o r d  c o n d e - 
s c e n d e t h  t o  r e a s o n  

t h e  c a s e  w i t h  Un c o n v e r t e d  s i n n e r s,  
a n d  t o  a s k  t h e m  w h y  t h e y  w i l l  
die?

A s t range Disputa t ion i t  i s ,  both  
a s  to  the  Cont rover s i e,  and  a s  to  
t h e  D i s p u t a n t s .  1 .  T h e  C o n t ro - 
ver s ie  or  Quest ion propounded to  
dispute of ,  i s ,  Why wicked men wi l l  
d a m n  t h e m s e l v e s ?  O r ,  W h y  
t h e y  w i l l  r a t h e r  d i e  t h e n  Tu r n ?  
Whether  they  have  any  su f f i c i en t  
reason for so doing?

2 .  The  D i s pu t an t s  a re  God  a nd  
* man: the most Holy God, and wic- 
ked unconverted sinners.

1 .  I s  i t  n o t  a  s t r a n g e  T h i n g  
w h i c h  G o d  d o t h  s e e m  h e r e  t o  
suppo se,  th a t  any  man  shou ld  be  
wi l l ing  to  d i e,  and be damned? Yea  
that  th i s  should be the case  of  a l l 
 K 3 the 
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the wicked; that i s ,  of  the g reatest  
par t of the world; but you will say,  
Th i s  c a nn o t  b e ;  f o r  n a t u r e  d e s i r e t h  
the prese r vat ion and fe l i c i ty o f  i t  se l f,  
and  the  w i c ked  a r e  mor e  s e l f i sh  then  
others, and not less; and therefore how  
c an  any  man  b e  w i l l i n g  t o  b e  d am - 
ned?

To which I answer, 1. It  i s  a cer- 
tain Truth. that no man can be wil- 
l ing of any evil as evil ,  but only as  
i t  ha th  some appearance  o f  good;  
much le s s  can any man be wi l l ing  
to be eter na l ly  tor mented.  Miser y  
as such is desired by none. 2. But yet  
fo r  a l l  tha t  i t  i s  mos t  t r ue  which  
G o d  h e r e  t e a c h e t h  u s ,  t h a t  t h e  
cause  why the wicked die  and are  
damned, is because they wil l  die and  
be damned. And this is true in seve- 
ral respects.

1.  Because  they  wi l l  go  the  way  
t h a t  l e a d s  t o  H e l l ;  t h o u g h  t h ey  
are told by God and man, whether  
i t  g o e s ,  a n d  w h e re  i t  e n d s ;  a n d 
  though 
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though God hath so of ten profes- 
sed in  h i s  word,  tha t  i f  they hold  
on in that  way,  they sha l l  be con- 
demned: and that they shal l  not be  
saved unless  they Turn. I sa.  48.22.  
&  57. 21.  The r e  i s  n o  P e a c e,  s a i t h  
t h e  L o rd ,  u n t o  t h e  w i c k e d . ]  I s a .  
59 . 8 .  The  way  o f  P e a c e  t h e y  kn ow  
n o t ;  t h e r e  i s  n o  J u d g emen t  i n  t h e i r  
g o i n g s ;  T h e y  h a v e  m a d e  t h e m  
c r o o k e d  p a t h s :  W h o s o e v e r  g o e t h  
the r e in  sha l l  no t  know Pea c e. ]  They  
have the word and the Oath of the  
l iv ing God for i t ;  that  i f  they wil l  
not Turn, they shal l  not enter into  
his  Rest.  And yet wicked they are,  
and wicked they  wi l l  be,  l e t  God  
a n d  m a n  s a y  w h a t  t h e y  w i l l ;  
F l e s h l y  t h e y  a r e ,  a n d  f l e s h l y  
t h e y  w i l l  b e :  Wo r l d l i n g s  t h e y  
a r e ,  a n d  Wo r l d l i n g s  t h e y  w i l l  
b e :  t h o u g h  G o d  h a t h  t o l d  
them tha t  t h e  Love  o f  t h e  wo r l d  i s  
enmi ty  to  God,  and that  i f  any man  
l o v e  t h e  w o r l d ,  ( i n  t h a t  me a s u re ) 
  the 
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the  l ove  o f  the  Fathe r  i s  no t  in  h im,  
J a m e s  4 . 4 .  1  Jo h n  2 . 15 .  s o  t h a t  
c on s equen t i a l ly  the se  men a re  wi l - 
l ing to be damned, though not di- 
rectly: They are wil l ing of the way  
to Hell, and Love the cer tain cause  
o f  the i r  to r ment ,  though they  be  
not  wi l l ing of  Hel l  i t  se l f ,  and do  
not love the pain which they must  
endure.

I s  n o t  t h i s  t h e  Tr u t h  o f  yo u r  
c a s e  S i r s ?  Yo u  wo u l d  n o t  b u r n  
i n  H e l l :  B u t  y o u  w i l l  k i n d l e  
the f i re by your s in,  and cast  your  
s e l ve s  i n to  i t :  you  wou ld  no t  be  
t o r men t ed  w i t h  Dev i l s  f o r  eve r ;  
Bu t  you  w i l l  do  th a t  wh i ch  w i l l  
cer ta in ly  procure  i t ,  in  desp i te  o f  
a l l  that can be said against  i t .  I t  i s  
j u s t  a s  i f  yo u  wo u l d  s ay,  I  w i l l  
d r ink th i s  ra t s -bane,  o r  o the r  po i son,  
b u t  y e t  I  w i l l  n o t  d i e .  I  w i l l  c a s t  
my  s e l f  h e a d l o n g  f r om  t h e  t o p  o f  a  
s t e e p l e ,  bu t  y e t  I  w i l l  n o t  k i l l  my  
s e l f ;  I  w i l l  t h r u s t  t h i s  k n i f e  i n t o 
  my 
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my  h e a r t ,  b u t  y e t  I  w i l l  n o t  t a k e  
a way  my  l i f e .  I  w i l l  p u t  t h i s  f i r e  
in t o  th e  tha t c h  o f  my hous e,  bu t  ye t  
I  wi l l  not  burn i t .  Just  so i t  i s  with  
w i cked  men ;  t h ey  w i l l  b e  w i ck - 
e d ;  a n d  t h ey  w i l l  l i ve  a f t e r  t h e  
f l e sh  and the  wor ld ,  and ye t  they  
wo u l d  n o t  b e  d a m n e d .  B u t  d o  
you  no t  know tha t  the  mean s  do  
l e ad  un to  the  end?  and  tha t  God  
h a t h  by  h i s  r i g h t e o u s  L aw  c o n - 
c l u d e d  t h a t  yo u  mu s t  r e p e n t  o r  
per i sh?  He tha t  wi l l  t ake  poyson,  
may a s  wel l  s ay  p la in ly,  I  w i l l  k i l l  
my se l f :  for  i t  wi l l  prove no better  
i n  t h e  e n d :  T h o u g h  p e r h a p s  h e  
l oved  i t  f o r  the  swee tne s s  o f  the  
Suga r  tha t  wa s  mix t  w i th  i t ,  and  
wo u l d  n o t  b e  p e r swa d e d  t h a t  i t  
wa s  p oy s o n ,  b u t  t h a t  h e  m i g h t  
t ake  i t  and  do  we l l  enough :  Bu t  
i t  i s  no t  h i s  conce i t s ,  and  con f i - 
dence, that  wil l  save his  l i fe.  So i f  
you wi l l  be  Drunkards ,  or  For n i- 
cator s ,  or  wor ld l ings ,  or  l ive a f ter 
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the flesh, you may as well say plain- 
l y,  we  w i l l  b e  d amned :  For  so  you  
s h a l l  b e  un l e s s  you  Tu r n ;  wou ld  
you not rebuke the fol ly of a thief  
o r  mu rd e r e r ,  t h a t  wo u l d  s ay,  [ I  
wi l l  s tea l l ,  and ki l l ,  but I wi l l  not be  
hanged, ]  when he knows that  i f  he  
do the one, the Judge in justice will  
s ee  tha t  the  o ther  be  done?  I f  he  
say,  I  wi l l  s t ea l  and murde r,  he may  
as well say plainly, I wil l  be hanged.  
So if you will go on in a carnal life,  
you may as well say plainly, we wil l  
go to Hell.

2 .  M o r e ove r ,  T h e  w i c k e d  w i l l  
n o t  u s e  t h o s e  mean s,  w i t h ou t  wh i c h  
t h e r e  i s  n o  h op e  o f  t h e i r  Sa l va t i on :  
He tha t  wi l l  not  ea t ,  may a s  we l l  
say pla inly he wi l l  not l ive,  unles s  
h e  c an  t e l l  how  t o  l i ve  w i t hou t  
m e a t ;  H e  t h a t  w i l l  n o t  g o  h i s  
j ou r ney,  may  a s  we l l  s ay  p l a i n l y,  
he  wi l l  no t  come to  the  end .  He  
tha t  f a l l s  in to  the  wa te r  and  wi l l  
no t  come out ,  nor  su f f e r  another 
  to 
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to  he lp  h im out ,  may  a s  we l l  s ay  
p l a in ly  he  wi l l  be  drowned;  So i f  
yo u  b e  c a r n a l  a n d  u n g o d l y,  a n d  
wil l  not be conver ted, nor use the  
means by which you should be con- 
ver ted, but think it  more ado then  
needs,  you may as wel l  say plainly,  
you  w i l l  b e  d amned .  Fo r  i f  you  
have found out  a  way to be saved  
w i t h o u t  C o nve r s i o n ,  yo u  h a ve  
done  th a t  wh i ch  neve r  wa s  done  
before.

3 .  Ye a ,  t h i s  i s  n o t  a l l ,  b u t  
t h e  w i c k e d  a r e  u n w i l l i n g ,  e v e n  o f  
s a l v a t i o n  i t  s e l f .  T h o u g h  t h e y  
may  de s i re  somewha t  wh ich  they  
c a l l  by  t h e  n ame  o f  Hea v e n ,  ye t  
Heaven  i t  s e l f ,  con s ide red  in  the  
true nature of the felicity, they de- 
s i re not:  Yea their  hear ts  are quite  
a g a i n s t  i t .  H e ave n  i s  a  s t a t e  o f  
per fec t  ho l ines s ,  and o f  cont inua l  
L ove ,  a n d  P r a i s e  t o  G o d ,  A n d  
the  wicked have no hear t  to  th i s .  
The  impe r f e c t  Love,  a nd  P r a i s e , 
  and 
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and holiness which is here to be at- 
tained, they have no mind of: Much  
less of that which is so much great- 
er.  The joyes  o f  Heaven are  of  so  
pu re  and  s p i r i t u a l  a  n a tu re,  t h a t  
t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  w i c ke d  c a n n o t  
truly desire them.

So that  by this  t ime you may see  
on what g round it is that God sup- 
poseth that  the wicked are wi l l ing  
o f  t h e i r  ow n  d e s t r u c t i o n :  T h ey  
w i l l  no t  t u r n ,  t hough  they  mu s t  
Tur n or die,  they wi l l  ra ther  ven- 
ture on certain misery, then be con- 
ve r t ed ;  and  t h en  t o  qu i e t  t h em- 
se lves  in their  s in ,  they wi l l  make  
themse lve s  be l i eve  tha t  they  sha l l  
nevertheless escape.

2 .  A n d  a s  t h e  C o n t r o v e r s i e  i s  
ma t t e r  o f  wonder  ( tha t  eve r  men  
shou ld  be  such  enemie s  to  them- 
selves, as wilfully to cast away their  
s ou l s )  s o  a re  t h e  Di s pu t a n t s  t oo.  
That  God should s toop so  low,  a s  
thu s  to  p l ead  the  ca se  wi th  man ; 
  and 
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and that man should be so strange- 
ly  bl ind and obs t ina te,  a s  to  need  
all this in so plain a case, yea and to  
resist all this, when their own salva- 
tion lieth upon the issue.

N o  w o n d e r  i f  t h e y  w i l l  n o t  
hea r  u s  t h a t  a re  men ,  when  they  
wil l  not hear the Lord himsel f .  As  
G o d  s a i t h ,  E z e k .  3 . 7.  w h e n  h e  
sent  the  Prophet  to  the I s rae l i te s ,  
[The hous e  o f  I s ra e l  w i l l  no t  h ea rk- 
e n  u n t o  t h e e :  F o r  t h e y  w i l l  n o t  
h e a r k en  un t o  me ;  Fo r  a l l  t h e  h ou s e  
o f  I s r a e l  a r e  i m p u d e n t  a n d  h a r d - 
h e a r t e d . ]  No  wonde r  i f  t h ey  c an  
plead against  a Minister,  or a god- 
l y  N e i g h b o u r ,  w h e n  t h e y  w i l l  
plead against the Lord himself , even  
against  the pla inest  pas sages  of  hi s  
wo rd ,  a n d  t h i n k  t h a t  t h ey  h ave  
Rea son on the i r  s ide.  When they  
w e a r y  t h e  L o r d  w i t h  t h e i r  w o r d s,  
t h ey  s ay,  whe r e i n  h a v e  w e  w e a r i e d  
h im?  Ma l .  2 . 17.  The  P r i e s t s  t h a t  
d e s p i s e d  h i s  n a m e ,  d u r s t  a s k , 
  wherein 
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Where in  have  we de sp i s ed  thy name?  
And when they  po l l u t ed  h i s  A l t a r,  
a n d  m a d e  t h e  Ta b l e  o f  t h e  L o r d  
con t empt ibl e,  they dur s t  say Where- 
i n  h a v e  w e  p o l l u t e d  t h e e ?  Ma l .  1. 
6 ,  7.  B u t ,  [ Wo  u n t o  h i m  ( s a i t h  
t h e  L o r d )  t h a t  s t r i v e t h  w i t h  h i s  
M a k e r !  L e t  t h e  P o t s h e a r d s  s t r i v e  
w i t h  t h e  P o t s h e a r d s  o f  t h e  e a r t h ;  
S h a l l  t h e  c l ay  s ay  t o  h im  t h a t  f a - 
s h i o n e t h  i t ;  W h a t  m a k e s t  t h o u ? ]  
Isa. 45.9.

Quest .  But why i s  i t  that  God wi l l  
reason the Cause with man?

An sw.  1.  Be c au s e  t h a t  man  b e - 
i ng  a  re a s on ab l e  c re a t u re ,  i s  a c - 
cordingly to be deal t  with,  and by  
Reason to be per swaded and over- 
come.  God  ha th  t he re fo re  endu- 
ed  t h em w i th  Rea son ,  t h a t  t h ey  
might  u se  i t  fo r  h im.  One would  
th ink a  reasonable creature should  
n o t  g o  a g a i n s t  t h e  c l e a r e s t  a n d  
greatest Reason in the world, when  
it is set before him.
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2 .  A t  l e a s t  m e n  s h a l l  s e e  t h a t  
God d id  requ i re  noth ing  o f  them  
t h a t  wa s  u n re a s o n a b l e ;  bu t  t h a t  
w h a t eve r  h e  c o m m a n d e t h  t h e m ,  
and whatever  he forbiddeth them,  
he hath al l  the r ight Reason in the  
wor ld  on  h i s  s i de ;  and  they  have  
g o o d  R e a s o n  t o  o b ey  h i m ;  bu t  
none  t o  d i s ob ey.  And  t hu s  even  
the damned sha l l  be  forced to ju- 
s t i f ie  God. and confess  that  i t  was  
but  Reason tha t  they should  have  
tu r ned  to  h im;  and  they  sha l l  be  
forced to condemn themselves, and  
confes s  tha t  they had l i t t le  rea son  
to cast  away themselves by the ne- 
glecting of his  Grace in the day of  
their visitation. 
  Use. 
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Use.

LO O K  u p  y o u r  b e s t  a n d  
s t r o n g e s t  R e a s o n s ,  s i n n e r s ,  

i f  you  wi l l  make  good  your  way ;  
You see now with whom you have  
to  dea l .  What  s a i s t  thou,  Uncon- 
ver ted sensual wretch? Darest  thou  
venture upon a di spute with God?  
A r t  t h o u  a b l e  t o  c o n f u t e  h i m ?  
Ar t  thou ready  to  ente r  the  l i s t s ?  
God  a ske th  thee,  Why  w i l t  t hou  
d i e ?  A r t  t h o u  f u r n i s h e d  w i t h  a  
s u f f i c i en t  an swer ?  Wi l t  t hou  un- 
de r t ake  to  p rove  tha t  God i s  mi- 
s t a ken ,  a nd  t h a t  t hou  a r t  i n  t h e  
r i g h t ?  O  w h a t  a n  u n d e r t a k i n g  
i s  tha t !  Why,  e i the r  he  o r  you  i s  
m i s t a k e n ,  w h e n  h e  i s  f o r  yo u r  
Conver sion, and you are against i t ;  
He  c a l l s  upon  you  t o  Tu r n ,  and  
you will not; He bids you do it pre- 
sently,  even to day, while i t  i s  cal-
  led 
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l e d  t o  d ay,  a n d  yo u  d e l a y,  a n d  
t h i n k  i t  t i m e  e n o u g h  h e r e a f t e r .  
He saith, it must be a total change,  
a n d  yo u  mu s t  b e  h o l y,  a n d  n ew  
c r e a t u r e s ,  a n d  b o r n  a g a i n ;  a n d  
you th ink  tha t  l e s s  may se r ve  the  
tur n,  and that  i t s  enough to patch  
up the old man, without becoming  
New.  Who  i s  i n  t h e  r i g h t  now?  
God  o r  you?  God  ca l l e th  on  you  
to Tur n and to Live an holy  Li fe ;  
and you wi l l  not ;  by your di sobe- 
d ient  l ives ,  i t  appear s  you wi l  no t .  
I f  you wil l ,  why do you not? Why  
have you not done it all this while?  
and  why  do  you  no t  f a l l  upon  i t  
y e t ?  Yo u r  W i l s  h a ve  t h e  c o m - 
mand o f  your  l ive s .  We may  ce r - 
t a in l y  conc lude  tha t  you  a re  un- 
wi l l ing  to  tu r n  when you do  not  
Tu r n .  A n d  w h y  w i l l  y o u  n o t ?  
Can  you  g ive  any  Rea son  f o r  i t  
that  i s  wor thy to be ca l led a Rea- 
son?

I  tha t  am but  a  wor m,  your  fe l -
  low
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low creature, of a shal low capacity,  
dare challenge the wisest of you all,  
to reason the case with me,  while I  
p l e a d  my  M a ke r s  c a u s e :  A n d  I  
need  no t  be  d i s couraged ,  when I  
know I  p l e ad  bu t  t h e  c au s e  t h a t  
God  pleadeth, and contend for him  
that wil l  have the best at  last .  Had  
I  bu t  the se  two Genera l  Grounds  
a g a i n s t  you ,  I  am  s u re  t h a t  you  
h a ve  n o  g o o d  R e a s o n  o n  yo u r  
side.

1.  I  am su re  i t  c an  be  no  good  
Reason,  which i s  aga ins t  the  God  
of Truth and Reason. It  cannot be  
L ight  tha t  i s  contrar y  to  the Sun:  
T h e r e  i s  n o  k n ow l e d g e  i n  a n y  
C re a t u r e ,  bu t  w h a t  i t  h a d  f ro m  
God ,  and  t h e re f o re  none  c an  b e  
w i s e r  t h e n  G o d .  I t  we r e  d a m - 
nable  presumpt ion for  the h ighes t  
Ange l  to  compare  wi th  h i s  Crea- 
tor.  What i s  i t  then for  a  lump of  
d i r t ,  an  i gnoran t  so t ,  tha t  know- 
eth not himsel f ,  nor his  own soul , 
  that 
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t h a t  k n owe t h  b u t  l i t t l e  o f  t h e  
th ings  which he seeth ,  yea  tha t  i s  
mo re  i gno r an t  t h en  many  o f  h i s  
ne ighbour s ,  to  se t  h imse l f  aga ins t  
the wisdom of  the Lord? I t  i s  one  
o f  t h e  f u l l e s t  d i s c ove r i e s  o f  t h e  
hor r ible wickedness of carnal men,  
and  the  s t a rk  madne s s  o f  such  in  
s in ,  that  so s i l ly  a  mole dare con- 
tradict  his  Maker,  and cal l  in que- 
s t i on  the  word  o f  God .  Yea  t h a t  
those  people  in  our  Par i shes ,  that  
a re  so  bea s t l y  ignoran t ,  tha t  they  
cannot g ive us a reasonable answer  
concer n ing the  ver y  Pr inc ip le s  o f  
Rel ig ion,  a re  yet  so  wi se  in  the i r  
own conceit, that they dare questi- 
on the pla ines t  t ruths  of  God, yea  
contrad ic t  them, and cav i l  aga ins t  
them, when they can scarce speak  
sense, and will believe them no fur- 
ther then agreeth with their foolish  
wisdom.

2 .  A n d  a s  I  k n o w  t h a t  G o d  
mus t  need s  be  i n  t he  r i gh t ,  s o  I 
  know 
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know the  Case  i s  so  pa lpable  and  
g ro s s  wh i ch  he  p l e ade th  ag a in s t ,  
that no man can have reason for it .  
I s  i t  pos s ible  tha t  a  man can have  
any  Rea son  to  b re ak  h i s  Ma s t e r s  
L aw s ?  a n d  r e a s o n  t o  d i s h o n o u r  
t h e  L o r d  o f  G l o r y ?  a n d  r e a s o n  
t o  a b u s e  t h e  L o r d  t h a t  b o u g h t  
h im? I s  i t  poss ible  that  a  man can  
have any good reason to damn his  
ow n  I m m o r t a l  s o u l ?  M a r k  t h e  
Lord s  que s t ion  [Tur n  ye,  Tu r n  ye,  
W h y  w i l l  y o u  d i e ? ]  I s  e t e r n a l  
death  a thing to be de desired? Are  
you in  love wi th  Hel l ?  What  rea- 
son  have  you  wi l l fu l l y  to  pe r i sh ?  
I f  you think you have some reason  
to  s i n ,  shou ld  you  no t  remember  
that  death i s  the  wages  o f  s in? Rom.  
6 . 2 3 .  a n d  t h i n k  w h e t h e r  y o u  
h ave  a ny  R e a s o n  t o  u n d o  yo u r  
s e l v e s  b o d y  a n d  s o u l  f o r  e ve r .  
You shou ld  not  on ly  a sk  whether  
you  love  the  Adder,  bu t  whe the r  
yo u  l ove  t h e  s t i n g .  I t  i s  s u c h  a 
  thing
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t h ing  fo r  a  man  to  c a s t  away  h i s  
eve r l a s t i ng  h app ine s s ,  and  to  s i n  
aga in s t  God,  tha t  no good rea son  
c an  be  g iven  for  i t :  bu t  the  more  
any man pleads  for  i t ,  the madder  
h e  s h ewe t h  h i m s e l f  t o  b e .  H a d  
yo u  a  L o rd - s h i p  o r  a  K i n g d o m  
of fered you for  ever y s in that  you  
commi t ,  i t  we re  no t  re a son ,  bu t  
madne s s  t o  a c cep t  i t .  Cou ld  you  
by  eve r y  s i n  o b t a i n  t h e  h i g h e s t  
th ing on ear th that  f le sh des i re th,  
i t  were of no considerable value to  
per swade you in reason to commit  
i t .  I f  i t  w e r e  t o  p l e a s e  y o u r  
g re a t e s t  o r  dea re s t  f r i end s ,  o r  to  
obey the g reates t  Pr ince on ear th,  
or  to save your l ives ,  or  to escape  
t h e  g r e a t e s t  e a r t h l y  M i s e r y,  a l l  
the se  a re  o f  no  con s ide r a t ion ,  to  
draw a man in reason to the com- 
m i t t i n g  o f  on e  s i n .  I f  i t  we re  a  
r i g h t  h a n d ,  o r  a  r i g h t  e ye  t h a t  
would  h inder  your  s a lva t ion,  i t  i s  
the gainful les t  way to cast  i t  away, 
  rather 
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r a ther  then  to  go  to  He l l  to  s ave  
i t .  Fo r  t h e re ’s  no  s av i n g  a  p a r t ,  
when you lo se  the  whole.  So  ex- 
c e ed ing  g re a t  a re  t h e  ma t t e r s  o f  
E t e r n i t y,  t h a t  n o t h i n g  i n  t h i s  
world deserveth once to be named  
i n  c o m p a r i s o n  w i t h  t h e m :  N o r  
c an  any  e a r th l y  t h ing ,  t hough  i t  
we re  L i f e ,  o r  C rown s ,  o r  K i ng - 
doms ,  be  a  re a sonable  excu se  fo r  
t h e  n e g l e c t  o f  m a t t e r s  o f  s u c h  
h i g h e r  a n d  E ve r l a s t i n g  C o n s e - 
quence.  A  man  c an  have  no  re a - 
s o n  t o  c r o s s  h i s  u l t i m a t e  E n d .  
Heaven is such a thing, that i f  you  
l o s e  i t ,  n o t h i n g  c a n  s u p p l y  t h e  
want ,  o r  make  up  your  lo s s ;  And  
He l l  i s  s u ch  a  t h i n g  t h a t  i f  you  
suf fer  i t ,  nothing can remove your  
miser y,  or g ive you ease and com- 
f o r t .  And  t h e re f o re  no t h i ng  c an  
be a  va luable cons iderat ion to ex- 
cuse  you for  neg lec t ing your  own  
s a l va t i on :  Fo r  s a i t h  ou r  S av iou r,  
Wha t  s h a l l  i t  p r o f i t  a  man  t o  w i n 
  all 
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a l l  the  wor ld,  and lo se  h i s  own soul?  
Mark 8.36.

Oh S i r s ,  tha t  you  d id  bu t  know  
what  mat ter s  they are  tha t  we are  
n o w  s p e a k i n g  t o  y o u  o f !  T h e  
Sa in t s  in  Heaven have  o ther  k ind  
o f  t h o u g h t s  o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s .  I f  
the Devil could come to them that  
l ive  in the s ight  and love of  God,  
a n d  s h o u l d  o f f e r  t h e m  a  c u p  o f  
A le,  o r  a  Whore,  o r  mer r y  com- 
pany,  or  spor t s ,  to t ice them away  
f rom God  and  G lo r y,  I  p r ay  you  
t e l l  me,  how  do  you  t h i nk  t h ey  
would enter ta in  the mot ion?  Nay,  
o r  i f  he  shou ld  o f f e r  them to  be  
Kings  on the ear th :  Do you think  
t h i s  wou ld  t i c e  t hem down f rom  
H e a v e n !  O  w i t h  w h a t  h a t r e d  
and holy scorn would they disdain  
and  re j e c t  t h e  mo t ion !  And  why  
s hou l d  no t  you  do  s o,  t h a t  h ave  
Heaven  opened  t o  you r  f a i t h ,  i f  
you had but f aith to see it? There’s  
never  a  soul  in  he l l  but  knows by 
  this 
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t h i s  t ime,  t h a t  i t  wa s  a  mad  ex - 
change to let go heaven for f leshly  
p leasure;  and that  i t  i s  not  a  l i t t le  
m i r t h ,  o r  P l e a s u r e ,  o r  wo r l d l y  
r i c h e s ,  o r  H o n o u r,  o r  t h e  g o o d  
Wi l l  o r  Wo rd  o f  men ,  t h a t  w i l l  
quench  He l l - f i re,  o r  make  h im a  
s ave r  t h a t  l o s e t h  h i s  s o u l .  O  i f  
you  had  hea rd  wha t  I  be l i eve,  i f  
you had  seen  what  I  be l i eve,  and  
tha t  on the  c red i t  o f  the  word o f  
God,  you would  s ay  there  can  be  
n o  r e a s o n  t o  wa r r a n t  a  m a n  t o  
d a m n  h i s  s o u l :  Yo u  d u r s t  n o t  
s leep quiet ly  another  night  before  
yo u  h a d  r e s o l v e d  t o  Tu r n  a n d  
Live.

I f  you  s e e  a  man  pu t  h i s  h and  
into the f i re  t i l l  i t  bur n of f ,  you’ l  
ma r va i l  a t  i t :  bu t  t h i s  i s  a  t h ing  
tha t  a  man may  have  Rea son  fo r,  
a s  B i s hop  Cranm e r  h a d  when  h e  
bur nt  of f  h i s  hand for  subscr ib ing  
t o  Pope r y.  I f  you  s e e  a  man  cu t  
off a leg or an arm, its a sad sight; 
  but 
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but  thi s  i s  a  thing that  a  man may  
have good reason for : as many a man  
doth it to save his l ife. If you see a  
man g ive  h i s  body to  be bur nt  to  
a she s ,  and  to  be  to r men ted  w i th  
s t r appado ’s  and  r a ck s ,  and  re fu s e  
del iverance when it  i s  offered: this  
i s  a  hard  ca se  to  f l e sh  and blood.  
B u t  t h i s  a  m a n  m ay  h ave  g o o d  
r ea son  for ;  a s  you may see in Heb.  
11.33,  34 ,  35,  36 .  and a s  many an  
hund red  Mar t y r s  h ave  done.  Bu t  
for a man to for sake the Lord that  
made  h im,  and  fo r  a  man  to  r un  
into the fire of Hell, when he is told  
o f  i t ,  and  in t re a t ed  to  Tur n  th a t  
h e  may  be  s aved ;  t h i s  i s  a  t h i ng  
t h a t  c a n  h ave  n o  R e a s o n  i n  t h e  
world, that is Reason indeed, to justi- 
f i e  o r  excu se  i t .  Fo r  Heaven  w i l l  
pay  for  the  lo s s  o f  any th ing tha t  
we  can  lo se  to  ge t  i t ,  o r  fo r  any  
l a b o u r  w h i c h  we  b e s t ow  f o r  i t .  
But nothing can pay for the loss of  
Heaven. 
 L I 
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I  be s eech  you  now l e t  t h i s  word  
c o m e  n e a r e r  t o  yo u r  h e a r t s .  A s  
you  a re  conv inced  tha t  you  have  
no Reason to des t roy your  se lves ,  
so  te l l  me what  Reason have  you  
t o  r e f u s e  t o  Tu r n ,  a n d  l i v e  t o  
God? What  Reason hath the ver i- 
e s t  wor ld l ing,  or  drunkard,  or  ig- 
noran t  c a re l e s s  s inne r  o f  you  a l l ,  
why you should not  be a s  holy  a s  
any  you  know,  and  be  a s  c a re fu l l  
fo r  your  sou l s  a s  any  o the r.  Wi l l  
not hell be as hot to you as to others?  
Shou ld  no t  you r  own  s ou l s  b e  a s  
dear to you  as  the i r s  to them?  Hath  
n o t  G o d  a s  mu c h  a u t h o r i t y  ove r  
you ?  Why  then  w i l l  you  no t  be - 
come a sancti f ied people as well  as  
they?

O S i r s ,  when  God  b r inge th  the  
matter down to the very Pr inciples  
of  nature,  and shews you that  you  
have no more reason to be undgod- 
l y,  t h en  you  h ave  t o  d amn  you r  
ow n  s o u l s ;  i f  ye t  yo u  w i l l  n o t 
  understand 
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u n d e r s t a n d  a n d  Tu r n ,  i t  s e e m s  
a  D e s p e r a t e  c a s e  t h a t  yo u  a r e  
in.

And  now e i t h e r  you  h a v e  Re a - 
son for  what  you do,  or  you have  
no t .  I f  not ;  wi l l  you go on aga ins t  
Rea son  i t  s e l f ?  Wi l l  you  do  th a t  
w h i c h  yo u  h ave  n o  R e a s o n  f o r ?  
Bu t  i f  you  t h i nk  you  h ave,  p ro - 
duce  them,  and  make  the  be s t  o f  
yo u r  m a t t e r .  R e a s o n  t h e  c a s e  a  
l i t t l e  w i th  me,  your  f e l l ow-c re a - 
t u re,  wh i ch  i s  f a r  e a s i e r  t h en  to  
reason the case with God. Tel l  me  
man  h e re  b e f o re  t h e  Lo rd ,  a s  i f  
t hou  wer t  to  d i e  th i s  hour,  Why  
shoulds t  thou not  re so lve to Tur n  
thi s  day,  before thou s t i r  f rom the  
p l a c e  t h o u  s t a n d e s t  i n ?  W h a t  
Rea son  ha s t  t hou  to  deny,  o r  t o  
de lay?  Has t  thou any Reason tha t  
s a t i s f i e th  th ine  own  c on s c i e n c e  f o r  
i t ?  Or  any  t h a t  t hou  d a re s t  own  
and  p l e ad  a t  the  ba r r  o f  God?  I f  
thou has t ,  le t  us  hear  them; br ing 
 L 2 them 
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them for th,  and make them good?  
B u t  a l a s ,  w h a t  p o o r  s t u f f ,  w h a t  
nonsense ins tead of  reason,  do we  
dai ly hear f rom ungodly men? But  
f o r  t h e i r  n e c e s s i t y  I  s h o u l d  b e  
ashamed to name them.

1.  One sa i th ,  I f  none  sha l l  b e  s a- 
ved  bu t  su c h  Conve r t e d  and  San c t i- 
f i ed  ones  a s  you ta lk  o f,  then heaven  
would be but empty; then God help a  
great many.

A n s w .  W h a t !  i t  s e e m s  y o u  
t h i n k  t h a t  G o d  d o t h  n o t  k n ow,  
or  e l se  that  he i s  not  to be be l ie- 
v e d !  M e a s u r e  n o t  a l l  b y  y o u r  
s e l ve s ;  G o d  h a t h  t h o u s a n d s  a n d  
mil l ions of his  sancti f ied ones:  but  
yet  they are few in compar i son of  
the  wor ld ,  a s  Chr i s t  h imse l f  ha th  
t o l d  u s ,  M a t t h e w  7. 13 ,  14 .  L u k e  
12 . 32 .  I t  b e t t e r  b e s e e m s  yo u  t o  
make that  use  of  th i s  t r uth which  
Chr i s t  t eache th  you;  St r i ve  t o  en- 
t e r  i n  a t  t h e  s t r a i t  g a t e ;  f o r  s t r a i t  
i s  t h e  g a t e,  a n d  n a r r ow  i s  t h e  way 
  that 
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t ha t  l e ade th  un to  l i f e,  and  f ew the r e  
b e  t h a t  f i n d  i t ;  b u t  w i d e  i s  t h e  
ga te,  and broad i s  the  way that  l ead- 
e t h  t o  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  a n d  m a ny  t h e y  
b e  t h a t  g o  i n  t h e r e a t . ]  L u ke  13 . 
2 2 ,  2 3 ,  2 4 .  [ F e a r  n o t  l i t t l e  f l o c k  
(saith Chr ist to his sanctif ied ones)  
f o r  i t  i s  you r  Fa t h e r s  g o od  p l e a s u r e  
t o  g i v e  y o u  t h e  K i n g d o m ,  L u k e  
12. 32.

O b j e c t .  2 .  I  a m  s u r e  i f  s u c h  a s  
I  g o  t o  He l l ,  we  sha l l  have  s t o r e  o f  
company.

Answ.  And wi l l  tha t  be  any  ea se  
o r  c o m f o r t  t o  yo u ?  O r  d o  yo u  
th ink  you may not  have  company  
enough  i n  He aven ?  Wi l l  you  b e  
undone for  company? Or wi l l  you  
not  be l ieve tha t  God wi l l  execute  
h i s  t h r e a t n i n g s  b e c a u s e  t h ey  b e  
s o  m a n y  t h a t  a r e  g u i l t y ?  A l l  
t he s e  a re  s i l l y  un rea sonab l e  con- 
ceits.

O b j e c t .  3 .  B u t  a r e  n o t  a l l  m e n  
sinners, even the best of you all? 
 L 3 Answ. 
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Answ.  Bu t  a l l  a re  no t  un c onve r t - 
e d  s i nn e r s.  The  god l y  l ive  no t  i n  
g ross sin, and their very inf irmities  
are their  g r ie f ,  and burden, which  
t h e y  d a i l y  l o n g ,  a n d  p r a y,  a n d  
str ive to be r id of . Sin hath not do- 
minion over them.

Objec t .  4 .  I  d o  no t  s e e  t ha t  P r o- 
f e s so r s  a re  any be t t e r  then o ther  men;  
Th e y  w i l l  o v e r - r e a c h ,  a n d  o p p r e s s,  
and are as Covetous as any.

An sw.  Wha t eve r  hypoc r i t e s  a re,  
i t s  not so with those that  are san- 
c t i f i e d .  God  h a th  t hou s and s  and  
t h o u s a n d s  t h a t  a r e  o t h e r w i s e :  
Though the  mal ic ious  wor ld  doth  
accuse them of  what  they can ne- 
ve r  p rove,  and  o f  tha t  which  ne- 
ve r  en t red  in to  the i r  hea r t s .  And  
commonly  they charge  them wi th  
hear t-s ins,  which none can see but  
G o d ;  b e c a u s e  t h e y  c a n  c h a r g e  
them wi th  no such wickednes s  in  
t h e i r  l ive s ,  a s  t h ey  a re  gu i l t y  o f  
themselves.
  Object. 
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O b j e c t .  5 .  B u t  I  a m  n o  w h o r e - 
monge r,  no r  d runka rd ,  no r  opp r e s s o r,  
and there fore why should you ca l l  up- 
on me to be Converted?

A n s w.  A s  i f  yo u  we re  n o t  b o r n  
a f t e r  t h e  f l e s h ,  and  h ad  no t  l ived  
a f t e r  t h e  f l e s h  a s  we l l  a s  o the r s !  
I s  i t  no t  a s  g re a t  a  s i n  a s  any  o f  
these, for a man to have an ear thly  
mind, and to love the world above  
God ,  and  to  have  an  unbe l i ev ing  
unhumbled hear t?  Nay,  le t  me te l l  
you more :  tha t  many per sons  tha t  
avo id  d i s g r ace fu l  s in s ,  a re  a s  f a s t  
g lued  to  the  wor ld ,  and  a s  much  
slaves to the flesh, and as strange to  
God, and a verse to heaven in their  
mo re  c iv i l  c ou r s e ,  a s  o t h e r s  a r e  
in  the i r  more  shamefu l  notor ious  
sins.

Object .  6 .  But I  mean nobody any  
harm, nor  do no harm: and why then  
should God condemn me?

Answ.  I s  i t  no  h a r m  to  neg l e c t  
the  Lord  tha t  made thee,  and the 
 L 4 work 
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work  fo r  which  thou cames t  in to  
the world,  and to prefer  the crea- 
t u re  b e f o re  t h e  C re a t o r ,  a n d  t o  
neg lect  the g race that  i s  da i ly  of- 
fered there?  I t  i s  the depth of  thy  
s infulness to be so insensible of i t :  
The  d e ad  f e e l  no t  t h a t  t h ey  a re  
dead. If once thou wert made alive,  
thou wouldst see more amiss in thy  
s e l f ,  a nd  ma r ve l l  a t  t hy  s e l f  f o r  
making so light of it.

O b j e c t .  7 .  I  t h i n k  y o u  w o u l d  
m a k e  m e n  m a d  u n d e r  p r e t e n c e  o f  
C o n v e r t i n g  t h e m :  I t  i s  e n o u g h  t o  
r a c k  t h e  b r a i n s  o f  s imp l e  p e o p l e  t o  
muse so much on mat te r s  too high fo r  
them.

A n s w.  1 .  C a n  yo u  b e  m a d d e r  
t hen  you  a re  a l re ady ?  o r  a t  l e a s t  
c a n  t h e r e  b e  a  m o r e  d a n g e ro u s  
m a d n e s s ,  t h e n  t o  n e g l e c t  
y o u r  e v e r l a s t i n g  w e l f a r e ,  a n d  
w i l f u l l y  u n d o  yo u r  s e l ve s ?  2 .  A  
man is never well in his wits til l he  
b e  c o nve r t e d :  H e  n e ve r  k n ow s 
  God, 
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God ,  no r  knows  s i n ,  no r  knows  
Chr i s t ,  nor  knows the  wor ld ,  nor  
h imse l f ,  no r  wha t  h i s  bu s ine s s  i s  
on ear th, so as to set himself about  
i t ,  t i l l  h e  b e  c o n v e r t e d .  T h e  
S c r i p t u r e  s a i t h  t h a t  t h e  w i c ke d  
a re  un r e a s onab l e  men ,  2  The s.  3.2 .  
and that  the wisdom o f  the  wor ld  i s  
f o o l i s hn e s s  w i t h  God ,  1  Cor.  1. 20 .  
a n d  L u k e  15 . 17.  i t s  s a i d  o f  t h e  
Prodigal ,  that when he came to him- 
s e l f  h e  re so l ved  t o  Re tu r n .  I t s  a  
wise world when men wil l  disobey  
God  and  r un  to  He l l  f o r  f e a r  o f  
being out of their wits.

2 .  W h a t  i s  t h e r e  i n  t h e  wo r k  
t h a t  C h r i s t  c a l l s  y o u  t o ,  t h a t  
s h o u l d  d r i ve  a  m a n  o u t  o f  h i s  
wits?  I s  i t  the Loving of God, and  
c a l l i n g  u p o n  h i m ,  a n d  c o m f o r - 
t a b l e  t h i n k i n g  o f  t h e  g l o r y  t o  
c o m e,  a n d  t h e  f o r s a k i n g  o f  o u r  
s in s ,  and lov ing  one another,  and  
delighting our selves in the service  
o f  G o d ?  a r e  t h e s e  s u c h  t h i n g s 
  as 
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as should make men mad?
3 .  A n d  w h e r e a s  yo u  s a y  t h a t  

these  mat ter s  a re  too high for  us ,  
you accuse  God h imse l f  fo r  mak- 
ing  th i s  ou r  work ,  and  g iv ing  u s  
his  word, and commanding al l  that  
wil l  be blessed to meditate in i t  day  
and  n i gh t .  Are  the  ma t t e r s  wh ich  
we  we re  mad e  f o r,  and  wh i ch  we  
l i ve  f o r,  t o o  h i gh  fo r  u s  to  medd le  
w i t h ?  T h i s  i s  p l a i n l y  t o  u n m a n  
us ,  and to make beas t s  of  us ,  a s  i f  
we were l ike them, that must med- 
d l e  wi th  no  h ighe r  ma t t e r s ,  then  
wha t  be long s  t o  f l e sh  and  e a r th .  
I f  heaven  be  too  h igh  fo r  you  to  
th ink  on  and  p rov ide  fo r,  i t  w i l l  
be  too  h igh  fo r  you ever  to  pos- 
sess.

4 .  I f  God s hou l d  somet imes  su f - 
fer  any weak-headed per son to be  
d i s t r a c t ed  by  th ink ing  o f  e t e r na l  
t h ing s ,  t h i s  i s  b e c au s e  t hey  m i s - 
under s tand them, and run without  
a  g u i d e :  a n d  o f  t h e  t wo  I  h a d 
  rather 
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rather be in the case of such a one,  
t h e n  o f  t h e  m a d  u n c o n v e r t e d  
world, that take their distraction to  
be their wisdom.

Object.  8.  I  do not think that  God  
c a r e s  s o  mu c h  w h a t  m e n  t h i n k ,  o r  
s p e ak ,  o r  d o,  a s  t o  make  s o  g r e a t  a  
matter of it.

A n s w.  I t  s e e m s  t h e n  yo u  t a ke  
the  word  o f  God to  be  f a l s e,  and  
t h en  wha t  w i l l  you  be l i eve ?  Bu t  
your  own rea son might  teach you  
better,  i f  you believe not the Scr i- 
ptures:  For you see God set not so  
l ight by us, but that he vouchsafed  
to make us, and st i l l  preserveth us,  
and  da i l y  upho lde th  u s ,  and  p ro- 
v ide th  fo r  u s :  And  wi l l  any  wi s e  
man make a cur ious frame for no- 
t h i n g ?  w i l l  yo u  m a ke  o r  b u y  a  
C l o ck  o r  Wa t ch ,  a nd  d a i l y  l ook  
to  i t ,  and  not  ca re  whether  i t  go  
t r u e  o r  f a l s e ?  S u re l y  i f  you  b e - 
l i eve  not  a  pa r t i cu l a r  eye  o f  p ro- 
vidence observing your hear t s  and 
  lives 
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l ives,  you cannot believe or expect  
a ny  p a r i c u l a r  p rov i d en c e  t o  ob - 
s e r ve  you r  wan t s  and  t roub l e,  t o  
r e l i eve  You .  And  i f  God  h ad  s o  
l itt le cared for you as you imag ine,  
yo u  wo u l d  n eve r  h ave  l i ve d  t i l l  
now:  An  hundred  d i s e a s e s  wou ld  
have str iven which should f ir st  de- 
s t roy  you ;  Yea  t h e  Dev i l s  wou ld  
have  haunted you,  and fe tcht  you  
away a l ive,  a s  the  g rea t  f i shes  de- 
vo u r  t h e  l e s s ,  a n d  a s  R ave n o u s  
b i r d s  a n d  b e a s t s  d evo u r  o t h e r s .  
You cannot  th ink  tha t  God made  
m a n  f o r  n o  e n d  o r  u s e :  A n d  i f  
he  made  h im for  any,  i t  wa s  su re  
f o r  h i m s e l f .  A n d  c a n  yo u  t h i n k  
he  ca re s  not  whether  h i s  ends  be  
a c c o m p l i s h e d ,  a n d  w h e t h e r  we  
do the work that we are made for?

Ye a  b y  t h i s  A t h e i s t i c a l  o b j e - 
c t i o n  y o u  m a k e  G o d  t o  h a v e  
m a d e  a n d  u p h e l d  a l l  t h e  w o r l d  
in vain. For what are all other lower Creatures 
for, but 
  for 
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for  man? What doth the ear th but  
bea r  u s ,  and  nour i sh  u s ?  and  the  
beasts do serve us with their labours  
and l ives ,  and so of  the  re s t .  And  
hath God made so glor ious a habi- 
tat ion,  and set  man to dwel l  in i t ,  
and made al l  his servants,  and now  
do th  h e  l ook  f o r  no th i ng  a t  h i s  
hands? nor care how he thinks ,  or  
speaks ,  or  l ive s ?  Thi s  i s  mos t  un- 
reasonable.

Ob j e c t .  9 .  I t  wa s  a  b e t t e r  w o r l d  
when men d id  no t  make so  much ado  
in Religion.

Answ.  I t  ha th  ever  been the  cu- 
stom to praise the t imes past .  That  
world that you speak of ,  was wont  
to say, it was a better world in their  
fore-f ather s  dayes ,  and so did they  
o f  the i r  f o re - f a the r s :  Th i s  i s  bu t  
an old custom; because we a l l  fee l  
t h e  ev i l  o f  o u r  ow n  t i m e s ,  bu t  
we see  not  tha t  which was  be fore  
us.

3 .  P e r h a p s  y o u  s p e a k  a s  y o u 
  think: 
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th ink:  World l ings  th ink the wor ld  
i s  a t  the bes t  when i t  i s  ag reeable  
t o  t h e i r  m i n d s :  a n d  w h e n  t h ey  
have most mir th and worldly plea- 
s u r e .  A n d  I  d o u b t  n o t  b u t  t h e  
Dev i l  a s  we l l  a s  you ,  wou ld  s ay,  
t h a t  t h e n  i t  w a s  a  b e t t e r  w o r l d :  
for  then he had more service,  and  
l e s s  d i s turbance.  But  the  wor ld  i s  
a t  t h e  b e s t ,  w h e n  G o d  i s  m o s t  
l oved ,  rega rded  and  obeyed .  And  
how el se  wi l l  you know when the  
w o r l d  i s  g o o d  o r  b a d  b u t  b y  
this?

O b j e c t .  10 .  T h e r e  a r e  s o  m a ny  
waies and Rel ig ions that we know not  
whi c h  to  be  o f,  and the r e f o r e  we  wi l l  
be even as we are.

A n s w.  B e c a u s e  t h e r e  a r e  m a ny,  
w i l l  you  be  o f  tha t  way  tha t  you  
m ay  b e  s u r e  i s  w ro n g ?  N o n e  a r e  
f u r t h e r  o u t  o f  t h e  w a y,  t h e n  
wor ld ly,  f l e sh ly,  Unconver ted s in- 
ner s .  For  they do not  on ly  er r  in  
this  or that opinion, as  many sects 
  do, 
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do,  but  in  the  ver y  s c ope  and  d r i f t  
o f  the i r  l ive s .  I f  you  were  go ing  
a  j ou r n ey  t h a t  you r  l i f e  l ay  on ,  
would you s top or tur n again,  be- 
c a u s e  yo u  m e t  w i t h  s o m e  c ro s s  
wa i e s ,  o r  b e c au s e  you  s aw  s ome  
t r ave l l e r s  go  t h e  ho r s e  way,  a nd  
some the foot  way,  and some per- 
haps break over the hedge, yea and  
some mis s  the way?  or  would you  
not  ra ther  be  the  more  care fu l  to  
e n q u i r e  t h e  w a y ?  I f  y o u  h a v e  
some ser vant s  tha t  know not  how  
to  do  your  work  r igh t ,  and  some  
that are unfaithful,  would you take  
it well at any of the rest that would  
t he re fo re  be  i d l e  and  do  you  no  
service because they see the rest so  
bad?

Ob j e c t .  11.  I  d o  n o t  s e e  t h a t  i t  
goes  any be t t e r  wi th those  that  a re  so  
g od ly  th en  w i th  o th e r  men  They  a r e  
a s  p o o r,  a nd  i n  a s  mu c h  t r o u b l e  a s  
others.

A n s w.  A n d  p e r h a p s  i n  m u c h 
  more, 
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m o r e ,  w h e n  G o d  s e e s  i t  m e e t .  
They  t ake  no t  e a r th l y  p ro spe r i t y  
f o r  t h e i r  wa g e s .  T h ey  h ave  l a i d  
up their treasure and hopes in ano- 
t h e r  wo r l d ,  o r  e l s e  t h ey  a re  no t  
Ch r i s t i an s  i ndeed .  The  l e s s  t h ey  
h a v e ,  t h e  m o r e  i s  b e h i n d ;  a n d  
t h e y  a r e  c o n t e n t  t o  w a i t  t i l l  
then.

Ob j e c t .  12 .  When  you  h a v e  s a i d  
a l l  t h a t  y o u  c a n ,  I  am  r e s o l v e d  t o  
hope well, and trust in God, and do as  
we l l  a s  I  can,  and not  make so  much  
ado.

A n s w.  1 .  I s  t h a t  d o i n g  a s  w e l l  
a s  y o u  c a n ,  w h e n  yo u  w i l l  n o t  
Tu r n  t o  G o d ,  bu t  yo u r  h e a r t  i s  
aga in s t  h i s  ho ly  and  d i l i gen t  s e r - 
v i c e ?  I t  i s  a s  we l l  a s  yo u  w i l l  
i n d e e d :  b u t  t h a t s  y o u r  m i s e - 
ry.

2 .  M y  d e s i r e  i s ,  t h a t  y o u  
s hou l d  Hope  a nd  Tr u s t  i n  God :  
Bu t  f o r  wha t  i s  i t  t h a t  you  w i l l  
H o p e ?  I s  i t  t o  b e  s ave d ,  i f  yo u 
  turn 
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turn and be sanctif ied? For this you  
have  Gods  promise :  and there fore  
hope  fo r  i t  and  spa re  no t .  But  i f  
yo u  H o p e  t o  b e  s a ve d  w i t h o u t  
Conver s ion and an Holy Li fe,  thi s  
is not to Hope in God, but in Satan  
or your selves. For God hath g iven  
yo u  n o  s u c h  p ro m i s e ,  b u t  t o l d  
yo u  t h e  c o n t r a r y :  bu t  i t s  S a t a n  
and  s e l f - love  tha t  made  you  such  
p romi se s ,  and  r a i s ed  you  to  such  
Hopes.

We l l ,  I f  t h e s e  a n d  s u c h  a s  
these be al l  you have to say against  
C o nve r s i o n  a n d  a n  H o l y  L i f e ,  
yo u r  A l l  i s  N o t h n g ,  a n d  wo r s e  
t h en  No th i n g :  And  i f  t h e s e  a nd  
such a s  these  seem Reasons  su f f i - 
c i en t  to  pe r swade  you  to  fo r s ake  
G o d ,  a n d  c a s t  yo u r  s e l ve s  i n t o  
H e l l ,  t h e  L o rd  d e l i ve r  u s  f r o m  
s u c h  R e a s o n s ,  a n d  f r o m  s u c h  
b l i n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g s ,  a n d  f ro m  
s u c h  s e n s l e s s  h a r d e n e d  h e a r t s .  
D a r e  yo u  s t a n d  t o  e ve r  a n  o n e 
  of 
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o f  t h e s e  Re a s on s  a t  t h e  B a r r  o f  
God ?  Do  you  t h i nk  i t  w i l l  t h en  
se r ve  your  tur n  to  s ay,  Lord  I  d i d  
n o t  Tu r n  b e c a u s e  I  h a d  s o  mu c h  t o  
d o  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  o r  b e c a u s e  I  d i d  
no t  l i k e  th e  l i ve s  o f  s ome  p ro f e s s o r s,  
o r  b e c a u s e  I  s a w  m e n  o f  s o  m a ny  
m i n d s .  O  h o w  e a s i l y  w i l l  t h e  
l i g h t  o f  t h a t  d ay  c o n f o u n d  a n d  
s h ame  s u ch  re a s on i n g s  a s  t h e s e ?  
Had you the  wor ld  to  look a f te r ?  
L e t  t h e  wo r l d  w h i c h  yo u  s e r - 
v e d  n ow  p a y  yo u r  w a g e s ,  a n d  
s a v e  y o u  i f  i t  c a n ?  H a d  y o u  
n o t  a  b e t t e r  w o r l d  t o  l o o k  
a f t e r  f i r s t ?  A n d  we r e  yo u  n o t  
c o m m a n d e d  t o  s e e k  f i r s t  G o d s  
K i n g d o m  a n d  R i g h t e o u s n e s s,  a n d  
p romi s ed ,  th a t  o t h e r  t h i n g s  s h ou l d  
b e  a dd e d  t o  y o u ?  Ma t .  6 . 33.  And  
we re  you  no t  to l d ,  t h a t  g o d l i n e s s  
wa s  p r o f i t a b l e  t o  a l l  t h i n g s,  h a v i n g  
t h e  p r om i s e  o f  t h i s  l i f e,  and  o f  t ha t  
wh i c h  i s  t o  c ome,  1  Tim.  4 . 8 .  D id  
the  s in s  o f  pro fe s sor s  h inder  you? 
  you 
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you  shou ld  r a the r  h ave  been  the  
more heed fu l ,  and lear ned by their  
f a l l s  to beware,  and have been the  
m o re  c a r e f u l ,  a n d  n o t  t h e  m o re  
c a r e l e s s :  I t  w a s  t h e  S c r i p t u r e ,  
and  no t  t h e i r  l i v e s,  th a t  wa s  your  
Ru l e.  D i d  t h e  many  op i n i on s  o f  
t h e  wo r l d  h inde r  you ?  Why,  t h e  
Sc r ip ture  tha t  wa s  your  Rule  d id  
t e a ch  you  bu t  one  way,  and  th a t  
wa s  t h e  r i g h t  way :  I f  yo u  h a d  
fo l lowed tha t  even in  so  much a s  
wa s  p l a i n  a nd  e a s i e ,  you  s hou l d  
n eve r  h ave  m i s c a r r i e d .  Wi l l  no t  
s u ch  An swe r s  a s  t h e s e  con f ound  
and s i lence you? I f  these wi l l  not ,  
God  h a t h  t ho s e  t h a t  w i l l :  when  
h e  a s ke t h  t h e  m a n ,  M a t .  2 2 . 12 .  
F r i e n d ,  h ow  c ame s t  t h o u  i n  h i t h e r,  
n o t  h a v i n g  o n  a  w e dd i n g  g a r m e n t ?  
t h a t  i s ,  W h a t  d o s t  t h o u  i n  my  
Church  among pro fe s s ed  Chr i s t i - 
a n s ,  w i t h o u t  a n  h o l y  h e a r t  a n d  
l i f e ?  Wha t  a n swe r  d i d  h e  make ?  
Why the text sa i th,  He was spee ch-
  less:
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l e s s :  h e  h ad  no th ing  t o  s ay.  The  
c lear ness  of  the case,  and the Ma- 
je s ty  o f  God wi l l  then ea s i ly  s top  
the  mouths  o f  the  most  conf ident  
o f  you ,  t hough  you  w i l l  n o t  b e  
p u t  d ow n  by  a ny  t h i n g  t h a t  we  
can say to you now, but wil l  make  
good your cause, be it never so bad.  
I  know a l ready tha t  never  a  Rea- 
son that now you can g ive, wil l  do  
you  any  good  a t  l a s t ,  when  your  
c a s e  mu s t  b e  op ened  b e f o re  t h e  
Lord and all the world.

N ay,  I  s c a r c e  t h i n k  t h a t  yo u r  
own Consciences are wel l  sa t i s f ied  
with your Reasons. For if they are,  
it seems then you have not so much  
a s  a  Pur po s e  t o  Repen t .  But  i f  you  
do purpose to Repent, it seems you  
d o  n o t  p u t  mu c h  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  
yo u r  R e a s o n s  w h i c h  yo u  b r i n g  
against it.

W h a t  s a y  yo u  ye t  U n c o nve r t - 
e d  s i n n e r s ?  H ave  yo u  a ny  g o o d  
Rea son  to  g ive,  why  you  shou ld 
  not 
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n o t  Tu r n ,  a n d  p r e s e n t l y  Tu r n  
wi th  a l l  your  hear t s ?  Or  wi l l  you  
go  to  Hel l  in  de sp ight  o f  Reason  
i t  s e l f ?  Be th ink  you what  you do  
in  t ime;  for  i t  wi l l  shor t ly  be too  
la te  to bethink you.  Can you f ind  
any  f au l t  w i th  God  o r  h i s  work ,  
o r  wage s ?  I s  he  a  bad  Mas t e r ?  I s  
the Devi l  whom you ser ve,  a  bet- 
t e r ?  o r  i s  t h e  f l e s h  a  b e t t e r ?  I s  
t h e r e  a ny  h a r m  i n  a n  h o l y  l i f e ?  
i s  a  l i fe  of  worldl iness  and ungod- 
l i n e s s  b e t t e r ?  D o  yo u  t h i n k  i n  
your Consciences that  i t  would do  
yo u  a ny  h a r m  t o  b e  C o nve r t e d  
and l ive  an  ho ly  l i f e ?  What  ha r m  
c a n  i t  do  you ?  I s  i t  ha r m  t o  you  
to have the Spir it  of Chr ist  within  
you ?  and  to  h ave  a  c l e an s ed  pu- 
r i f i e d  h e a r t ?  I f  i t  b e  b a d  t o  b e  
H o l y,  w hy  d o t h  G o d  s ay,  B e  y e  
ho ly,  f o r  I  am ho ly,  1  Pet .  1.15,  16.  
L e v i t i c u s  2 0 . 7.  I s  i t  e v i l  t o  b e  
l i ke  God?  I s  i t  no t  s a id  tha t  God  
mad e  man  i n  h i s  ima g e ?  Why  th i s 
  Holiness 
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Ho l i n e s s  i s  h i s  Ima g e :  Th i s  Adam  
lo s t ,  and  th i s  Chr i s t  by  h i s  Word  
and Spir it  would restore to you, as  
h e  do th  t o  a l l  t h a t  he  w i l l  s ave.  
W hy  we re  yo u  B a p t i z e d  i n t o  t h e  
Ho ly  Gho s t ,  and  why  do  you  Ba- 
pt ize  your  chi ldren in to the  Holy  
G h o s t  a s  yo u r  S a n c t i f i e r,  i f  yo u  
wi l l  not  be sanct i f ied by him, but  
think i t  an hur t  to you to be san- 
c t i f i e d ?  Te l l  me  t r u l y,  a s  b e f o re  
t h e  Lo rd ,  Though  you  a re  l o a t h  
to  l ive  an  Holy  l i f e,  had  you not  
rather die  in the case of those that  
do  s o  then o f  o ther s ?  I f  you were  
to die this  day, had you not rather  
die  in the case of a Conveted man,  
t h en  o f  t h e  Unconve r t e d ?  o f  a n  
ho l y  a nd  h e aven l y  man ,  t h en  o f  
a  c a r na l  e a r th l y  man?  and  wou ld  
yo u  n o t  s a y  a s  B a l a a m ,  N u m b.  
23. 10 .  Le t  me  d i e  t h e  d e a t h  o f  t h e  
R i g h t e o u s,  a n d  l e t  my  l a s t  e n d  b e  
l i k e  h i s. ]  And  why  w i l l  you  no t  
now be of  the mind that  you wi l l 
  be 
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be  o f  then?  Fi r s t  or  l a s t  you must  
come to this, either to be Convert- 
ed, or wish you had been, when it  
is to late.

B u t  w h a t  i s  i t  t h a t  y o u  a r e  
a f r a i d  o f  l o s i n g  i f  yo u  Tu r n ?  I s  
i t  y o u r  f r i e n d s ?  y o u  w i l l  b u t  
c h a n g e  t h e m :  G o d  w i l l  b e  yo u r  
f r i end ,  and  Chr i s t ,  and  the  Sp i r i t  
will be your fr iend, and every Chri- 
s t ian  wi l l  be your fr iend. You wil l  
get one fr iend that will stand you in  
more s tead then a l l  the  f r iends  in  
t h e  wor l d  cou ld  h ave  done.  The  
fr iends you lose  would but have t i- 
ced you to hell, but could not have  
d e l i v e r e d  yo u :  B u t  t h e  f r i e n d  
you  g e t ,  w i l l  s ave  you  f rom he l l ,  
and br ing  you to  h i s  own e te r na l  
Rest.

I s  i t  your  p l e a s u r e s  t h a t  you  a re  
a f r a i d  o f  l o s i n g ?  Yo u  t h i n k  yo u  
s h a l l  n e v e r  h a v e  a  m e r r y  d a y  
aga in ,  i f  once  you be  Conver ted .  
A l a s ,  t h a t  you  s hou l d  t h i nk  i t  a 
  greater 



192 richard baxter—a call to the unconverted

192

g rea te r  p lea sure  to  l ive  in  foo l i sh  
spor t s  and mer r iments ,  and p lease  
your f lesh,  then to l ive in the Be- 
l i ev ing  though t s  o f  g lo r y,  and  in  
the love of God, and in r ighteous- 
n e s s ,  a n d  p e a c e ,  a n d  j oy  i n  t h e  
Holy Ghost ,  in which the s ta te  of  
g r a c e  c o n s i s t e t h ,  R o m a n s  14 . 17.  
If it be a greater pleasure to you to  
t h i nk  o f  you r  L and s  and  i nhe r i - 
t a n c e  ( i f  yo u  we re  L o rd s  o f  a l l  
the Countr y)  then i t  i s  to  a  chi ld  
t o  p l ay  f o r  p i n s ;  w hy  s h o u l d  i t  
n o t  b e  a  g r e a t e r  Joy  t o  yo u  t o  
th ink  o f  the  K ingdom o f  Heaven  
being your s ,  then of  a l l  the r iches  
or  p lea sure  o f  the  wor ld?  As  i t  i s  
b u t  f o o l i s h  c h i l d i s h n e s s  t h a t  
makes children so delight in gawds,  
t h a t  t h ey  wo u l d  n o t  l e ave  t h e m  
f o r  a l l  yo u r  L a n d s :  s o  i t  i s  bu t  
foolish worldl iness ,  and f leshl iness ,  
and wickedness ,  that makes you so  
much de l ight  in  your  houses ,  and  
l a nd s ,  a nd  mea t ,  a nd  d r i nk ,  a nd 
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e a s e ,  a n d  h o n o u r ,  a s  t h a t  yo u  
would not  par t  wi th them for  the  
he aven l y  de l i gh t s .  Bu t  wha t  w i l l  
you do for pleasure when these are  
gone ?  Do  you  no t  t h i n k  o f  t h a t ?  
When  you r  p l e a su re s  end  in  hor - 
rour,  and  go  ou t  w i th  a  s t i nk ing  
snu f f ,  the  P l ea su re s  o f  the  Sa in t s  
a re  t h en  a t  t h e  b e s t .  I  h ave  h ad  
my  s e l f  bu t  a  l i t t l e  t a s t e  o f  t h e  
h e ave n l y  p l e a s u r e s  i n  t h e  f o r e - 
thought s  o f  the  ble s sed approach- 
ing day, and in the present per swa- 
s i o n s  o f  t h e  L o v e  o f  G o d  i n  
C h r i s t ;  b u t  I  h a v e  t a k e n  t o o  
d e e p  a  d r a u g h t  o f  e a r t h l y  p l e a - 
sures  ( so that  you may see,  i f  I  be  
p a r t i a l ,  i t  i s  o n  yo u r  s i d e ; )  a n d  
ye t  I  mus t  profe s s  f rom tha t  l i t t l e  
exper ience,  tha t  there  i s  no com- 
p a r i s on ;  t h e re  i s  more  j oy  t o  be  
h a d  i n  a  d ay  ( i f  t h e  Sun  o f  l i f e  
sh ine  c l e a r  upon  u s )  i n  the  s t a t e  
of  Hol iness ,  then in an whole l i fe  
o f  s i n f u l  p l e a s u r e s .  I  h a d  r a t h e r 
 M be 
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be a door-keeper in the house of  God,  
then to  dwel l  in the Tents  o f  wi c ked- 
n e s s,  P s a l m  8 4 . 10 .  A  d ay  i n  h i s  
Cour ts  i s  bet te r  then a thousand any- 
whe r e  e l s e,  P sa l .  84 .10 .  The mir th  
o f  the  wicked i s  l ike  the l aughter  
o f  a  mad man tha t  knows  not  h i s  
ow n  m i s e r y :  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  S o - 
l omon  f a i th  o f  such l aughter,  I t  i s  
m a d ;  a n d  o f  m i r t h ,  Wha t  d o t h  i t ?  
E c c l e s.  2 . 2 .  And  Ec c l e s.  7. 2 ,  3,  4 ,  
5, 6. It i s  bet ter to go to the house of  
mour n ing,  then to  go  to  the  house  o f  
f e a s t i n g :  f o r  t h a t  i s  t h e  e n d  o f  a l l  
men, and the l iv ing wi l l  lay i t  to  h i s  
h e a r t .  S o r r ow  i s  b e t t e r  t h e n  l a u gh - 
t e r :  f o r  by  t h e  s adn e s s  o f  t h e  c oun- 
t e n a n c e ,  t h e  h e a r t  i s  m a d e  b e t t e r.  
The hear t  o f  the  wise  i s  in the  house  
o f  mou r n i n g ;  bu t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  f o o l s  
i s  in  the  house  o f  mi r th :  I t  i s  b e t t e r  
t o  h ea r  t h e  r e buke  o f  t h e  w i s e,  t h en  
t o  h e a r  t h e  s o n g  o f  f o o l s :  F o r  a s  
t h e  c ra c k l i n g  o f  t h o r n s  und e r  a  p o t ,  
s o  i s  t h e  l a u g h t e r  o f  t h e  f o o l . ]  A l l 
  the 



 1st proof reading draft 195

195

the  p l ea su re s  o f  f l e sh ly  th ing s ,  i s  
bu t  l i ke  the  s c r a t ch ing  o f  a  man  
that hath the i tch: I t  i s  his  disease  
t h a t  m a ke s  h i m  d e s i r e  i t ;  a n d  a  
w i s e  man  h ad  r a t h e r  b e  w i t hou t  
h i s  p lea sure  and be  t roubled wi th  
h i s  i t ch .  Your  loude s t  l aughte r  i s  
but l ike that of a man that i s  t ick- 
l e d ;  h e  l a ugh s  when  he  h a t h  no  
c a u s e  o f  j oy.  A n d  i t  i s  a  w i s e r  
t h i n g  f o r  a  m a n  t o  g i ve  a l l  h i s  
es ta te and his  l i fe  to be t ickled to  
make  h im l augh ,  then  fo r  you  to  
p a r t  w i t h  t h e  Love  o f  God ,  a nd  
the comfor t s  o f  Hol ines s ,  and the  
H o p e s  o f  H e a ve n ,  a n d  t o  c a s t  
you r  s e l ve s  i n to  d amna t i on ,  t h a t  
you  may  h ave  you r  f l e s h  t i c k l ed  
with the pleasures of sin for a litt le  
while. Judge as you are men, whe- 
ther this  be a wise mans par t .  It  i s  
bu t  you r  c a r n a l  un s anc t i f i e d  n a - 
ture  tha t  makes  an  ho ly  l i f e  seem  
g r i evous  to  you ,  and  a  cour se  o f  
s en su a l i t y  s e em  more  d e l i gh t f u l . 
 M 2 If 
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I f  yo u  w i l l  bu t  Tu r n ,  t h e  H o l y  
Gho s t  w i l l  g ive  you  ano the r  na - 
t u r e,  a nd  i n c l i n a t i o n ;  a nd  t h en  i t  
wi l l  be more p lesant  to you to be  
r i d  o f  your  s in ,  then now i t  i s  to  
k e e p  i t ;  a n d  yo u  w i l l  t h e n  s a y,  
t h a t  you  know no t  wha t  a  com- 
f o r t a b l e  l i f e  wa s  t i l l  n ow,  a n d  
t h a t  i t  wa s  neve r  we l l  w i th  you ,  
t i l l  God  and  Ho l ine s s  we re  you r  
delight.

Quest. BU T  h o w  c o m e t h  i t  t o  
p a s s  t h a t  m e n  s h o u l d  b e  

so unreasonable in the matters o f  thei r  
s a l va t i o n ?  t h e y  h a ve  w i t  e n ou gh  i n  
o t h e r  m a t t e r s .  W h a t  m a k e s  t h e m  
s o  l o t h  t o  b e  Conve r t e d ,  t h a t  t h e r e  
s h o u l d  n e e d  s o  m a ny  w o r d s  i n  s o  
p la in a  case,  and a l l  wi l l  no t  do,  but  
t h e  m o s t  w i l l  l i v e  a n d  d e  U n c o n - 
verted?

An sw.  To  n ame  t h em on l y  i n  a  
few words, the causes are these.
  1. Men 
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1 .  M e n  a r e  n a t u r a l l y  i n  L o v e  
w i t h  e a r t h  a n d  f l e s h .  T h ey  a r e  
born sinner s, and their nature hath  
an  enmi ty  to  God  and  god l ine s s ,  
a s  the Nature of  the Ser pent  hath  
t o  a  man :  And  when  a l l  t h a t  we  
can say goes against an habitual in- 
c l inat ion of their  natures ,  no mar- 
vail if it little prevail.

2 .  T h e y  a r e  i n  D a r k n e s s ,  a n d  
know no t  t he  ve r y  t h ing s  wh i ch  
t h ey  h e a r .  L i ke  a  m a n  t h a t  wa s  
b o r n  b l i n d ,  a n d  h e a r s  a n  h i g h  
c o m m e n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  l i g h t :  bu t  
what wil l  bear ing  do, unless  he see  
i t ?  They  know no t  wha t  God  i s ,  
n o r  w h a t  i s  t h e  p owe r  o f  t h e  
C ro s s  o f  C h r i s t ,  n o r  w h a t  t h e  
Spir it  of holiness i s ,  nor what i t  i s  
t o  l i v e  i n  l ove  b y  f a i t h :  T h e y  
know not  the  cer t a in ty,  and su i t - 
a b l e n e s s ,  a n d  e x c e l l e n c y  o f  t h e  
heaven ly  inher i t ance.  They  know  
not what Conver s ion,  and an holy  
m i n d  a n d  C o nve r s a t i o n  i s ,  eve n 
  when 
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when they hear  of  i t .  They are in  
a  mis t  of  ignorance.  They are los t  
and  bewi ld red  in  s in :  l i ke  a  man  
that hath lost himself  in the night,  
a nd  knows  no t  whe re  he  i s ,  no r  
h ow  t o  c o m e  t o  h i m s e l f  a g a i n ,  
t i l l  t h e  d a y - l i g h t  d o  r e c o v e r  
him.

3.  T h ey  a r e  w i l f u l l y  c o n f i d e n t  
tha t  they need no Conve r s i on ,  but  
s ome  p a r t i a l  am endmen t ,  bu t  t h a t  
they a re  in  the  way to  heaven a l - 
r e a d y,  a n d  a r e  C o nve r t e d  w h e n  
t hey  a re  no t .  And  i f  you  mee t  a  
man tha t  i s  qu i t e  ou t  o f  h i s  way,  
you may long enough ca l l  on him  
to  tur n back aga in ,  i f  he  wi l l  not  
be l i eve  you  tha t  he  i s  ou t  o f  h i s  
way.

4 .  T h e y  a r e  b e c o m e  s l a ve s  t o  
t h e i r  f l e s h ,  a n d  d row n e d  i n  t h e  
wo r l d  t o  m a ke  p rov i s i o n  f o r  i t .  
Their lusts, and passions, and appe- 
t i t e s  h ave  d i s t r a c t e d  t h e m ,  a n d  
got  such an hand over  them,  tha t 
  they 
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t h e y  c a n n o t  t e l l  h ow  t o  d e n y  
them, nor  how to mind any th ing  
e l s e .  So  th a t  t he  d r unka rd  s a i t h ,  
I  l o v e  a  c u p  o f  g o o d  d r i n k ,  a n d  I  
c a n n o t  f o r b e a r  i t .  T h e  g l u t t o n  
s a i th ,  I  l o ve  g ood  c h ea r,  and  I  c an- 
no t  f o r b e a r.  The  f o r n i c a to r  s a i t h ,  
I  l ove  t o  have  my lu s t  fu l f i l l ed ,  and  
I  c anno t  f o r b ea r.  And the  games te r  
l o v e s  t o  h ave  h i s  s p o r t s ,  a n d  h e  
c anno t  f o rbe a r.  So  t h a t  t h ey  a re  
become even  c ap t iva t ed  s l aye s  to  
the i r  f l e sh ,  and  the i r  ve r y  wi l f u l- 
n e s s  i s  b ecome  an  impo t e n c y ;  and  
wha t  they  wou l d  n o t  do,  they  s ay  
they  c anno t .  And the  wor ld l ing  i s  
s o  t aken  up  w i th  e a r t h l y  t h ing s ,  
t h a t  h e  h a t h  n e i t h e r  h e a r t ,  n o r  
mind ,  nor  t ime fo r  heaven ly :  bu t  
a s  i n  Pha ra oh s  d re am,  Gen .  41. 4 .  
t h e  l e an  k i n e  d i d  e a t  up  t h e  f a t  
ones;  so this  lean and bar ren ear th  
d o t h  e a t  u p  a l l  t h e  t h o u g h t s  o f  
heaven.

5 .  S o m e  a r e  s o  c a r r i e d  a w a y 
 M 4 by 
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by  t h e  s t r e a m  o f  ev i l  c o m p a ny,  
tha t  they  a re  pos se s sed  wi th  ha rd  
thought s  o f  a  godly  l i f e,  by  hear- 
i n g  t h em  s p e ak  a g a i n s t  i t ;  o r  a t  
leas t ,  they think they may venture  
t o  d o  a s  t h ey  s e e  m o s t  d o :  a n d  
s o  t h ey  h o l d  o n  i n  t h e i r  s i n f u l  
waies ;  and when one  i s  cut off  and  
cas t  into Hel l ,  and ano the r  snatcht  
away  f r o m  a m o n g  t h e m  t o  t h e  
s ame  condemna t i on ,  i t  do th  no t  
mu c h  d a u n t  t h e m ,  b e c a u s e  t h ey  
s e e  n o t  w h i t h e r  t h ey  a r e  g o n e ;  
p o o r  w re t c h e s ,  t h ey  h o l d  o n  i n  
the i r  ungodl ines s ,  for  a l l  th i s ;  for  
t hey  l i t t l e  know tha t  t he i r  com- 
p an ion s  a re  now l amen t i ng  i t  i n  
t o r m e n t s .  I n  L u k e  16 .  t h e  r i c h  
man  in  he l l  wou ld  f a in  have  had  
one to warn his  f ive Brethren, lef t  
they should come to that  p lace of  
t o r m e n t .  I t s  l i ke  h e  k n ew  t h e i r  
minds and lives, and knew that they  
we r e  h a s t i n g  t h i t h e r ,  a n d  l i t t l e  
dreamt that  he was  there,  yea  and 
  would 



 1st proof reading draft 201

201

would l i t t le have bel ieved one that  
wo u l d  h ave  t o l d  t h e m  s o.  I  r e - 
member a passage that a Gentleman  

y e t  l i v i n g  t o l d  
m e  h e  s a w  u p o n  
a  b r i d g e  o v e r  
S e v e r n :  A  m a n  

wa s  d r iv ing  a  f l ock  o f  f a t  l ambs ,  
and  someth ing  mee t ing  them and  
h indr ing thei r  pas sage,  one of  the  
Lambs  l eap t  upon the  wa l l  o f  the  
b r idge  and  h i s  l eg s  s l i pp ing  f rom  
under him, he fel l  into the stream:  
the  re s t  see ing h im,  d id  one a f te r  
one leap over  the  br idge in to the  
s t ream, and were a l l ,  or  a lmost  a l l  
d rowned ;  Those  tha t  were  b eh ind  
d id  l i t t l e  know what  was  become  
o f  t h e m  t h a t  we re  g o n e  b e f o re ,  
bu t  t hough t  t h ey  m i gh t  ven t u re  
t o  f o l l ow  t h e i r  compan ion s :  bu t  
a s  s o o n  a s  e ve r  t h ey  we r e  ove r  
the wal l ,  and f a l l ing headlong, the  
case was altered. Even so it is  with  
U n c o nve r t e d  C a r n a l  m e n .  O n e 
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dyeth by them and drops into hel l ,  
and ano the r  fo l lows the same way;  
and yet they will go after them, be- 
cause they think not whether they  
a r e  g o n e .  O h  b u t  w h e n  d e a t h  
ha th  once  opened the i r  eye s ,  and  
they see what’s on the other side of  
t he  wa l l ,  even  in  ano the r  wor ld ,  
then  wha t  wou ld  they  g ive  to  be  
where they were!

6 .  M o re ove r ,  t h ey  h ave  a  s u b - 
t i l e  ma l i c iou s  enemy,  tha t  i s  un- 
seen of  them, and playes  hi s  game  
in the dark;  and i t  i s  hi s  pr incipal  
bus ines s  to hinder  their  Conver s i- 
o n ,  a n d  t h e re f o re  t o  ke e p  t h e m  
w h e r e  t h e y  a r e ,  b y  p e r s wa d i n g  
them not to believe the Scr iptures,  
or not to trouble their  minds with  
t h e s e  ma t t e r s ;  o r  by  p e r swad i ng  
them to think il l of a godly life, or  
t o  t h i nk  t h a t  i t s  mo re  a do  t h en  
needs ,  and that  they may be saved  
w i t h o u t  C o nve r s i o n ,  a n d  w i t h - 
ou t  a l l  t h i s  s t i r ;  and  tha t  God  i s 
  so 
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so merci fu l  that  he wi l l  not  damn  
any  such  a s  they ;  o r  a t  l e a s t  tha t  
they  may s t ay  a  l i t t l e  longer,  and  
take the i r  p lea sure  and fo l low the  
world a l i t t le  longer yet ,  and then  
let  i t  go and repent hereafter.  And  
by such jugl ing deluding cheat s  a s  
these,  the Devi l  keeps the most  in  
h i s  capt iv i ty,  and leadeth them to  
his misery.

These, and such l ike impediments  
as these, do keep so many thousands  
Unconver ted,  when God  hath done  
so much, and Chr ist hath suffered so  
much ,  and  Min i s t e r s  h ave  s a i d  s o  
much for  the i r  Conver s ion ;  when  
their Reasons are si lenced, and they  
a re  no t  a b l e  t o  an swe r  t h e  Lo rd  
t h a t  c a l l s  a f t e r  t h e m ,  [ Tu r n  y e ,  
Tur n ye,  Why wi l l  you d i e? ]  yet  a l l  
comes to nothing with the g reatest  
p a r t  o f  t h em ;  a nd  t h ey  l e ave  u s  
n o  m o re  t o  d o  a f t e r  a l l ,  bu t  t o  
s i t  down and  l amen t  the i r  w i l f u l  
misery.
  I 
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I H a v e  n o w  s h e w e d  y o u  t h e  
R e a s o n a b l e n e s s  o f  G o d s  c o m - 

mand s ,  and  the  un re a sonab l ene s s  
o f  w i cked  men s  d i s obed i ence.  I f  
no th ing  wi l l  s e r ve  tu r n ,  bu t  men  
w i l l  ye t  r e f u s e  t o  Tu r n ,  we  a r e  
next to consider,  who i t  i s  l ong  of  
i f  t h e y  b e  d a m n e d .  A n d  t h i s  
br ings me up to the las t  Doctr ine,  
which is; 

Doct. 7. TH A T  i f  a f t e r  a l l  
t h i s  m e n  w i l l  n o t  

Tu r n ,  i t  i s  n o t  l o n g  o f  Go d  t h a t  
t h e y  a r e  c o n d emn ed ,  bu t  o f  t h em - 
s e l v e s ,  e v e n  t h e i r  o w n  w i l f u l - 
n e s s.  T h e y  d i e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w i l l  
d i e :  t h a t  i s ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w i l l  
not Turn.

I f  you  wi l l  go  to  he l l ,  wha t  re- 
medy !  God  h e re  a c qu i t s  h im s e l f 
  of 
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o f  your  blood:  i t  sha l l  not  l i e  on  
h i m  i f  yo u  b e  l o s t .  A  n e g l i g e n t  
M in i s t e r  may  d r aw  i t  upon  h im ;  
and  those  tha t  encourage  you ,  or  
hinder you not in s in, may draw it  
upon  t h em ;  bu t  b e  s u re  o f  i t ,  i t  
s h a l l  n o t  l i e  u p o n  G o d .  S a i t h  
t h e  Lo rd  c on c e r n i n g  h i s  unp ro - 
f i t a b l e  V i n e y a r d ,  I s a i a h  5 . 1 ,  2 ,  
3 ,  4 .  [ J u d g e  I  p r a y  y o u  b e t w i x t  
m e  a n d  m y  V i n e y a r d :  W h a t  
c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  d o n e  m o r e  t o  my  
Vineyard,  that  I  have not  done in i t?  
When he had p lan t ed  i t  in  a  f ru i t- 
f u l  s o i l ,  a nd  f e n c e d  i t ,  a nd  g a t h e r - 
e d  o u t  t h e  s t o n e s,  a n d  p l a n t e d  i t  
w i t h  t h e  c h o i c e s t  V i n e :  W h a t  
shou ld  he  have  done  more  to  i t ?  
He hath made you men, and endu- 
ed you with Reason;  he hath fur- 
nished you with al l  external neces- 
s a r i e s ;  a l l  c r e a t u r e s  a r e  a t  yo u r  
s e r v i c e .  H e  h a t h  g i v e n  y o u  a  
r i g h t e o u s  p e r f e c t  L a w.  W h e n  
you had broke it ,  and undone your 
  selves, 
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s e l ve s ,  he  h ad  p i t t y  on  you ,  and  
sent his Son by a miracle of conde- 
s c e n d i n g  m e rc y  t o  d i e  f o r  yo u ,  
and  be  a  s a c r i f i c e  f o r  you r  s i n s ,  
a n d  h e  wa s  i n  C h r i s t  r e c o n c i l i n g  
t h e  w o r l d  t o  h i m s e l f .  T h e  L o r d  
J e s u s  h a t h  m a d e  yo u  a  d e e d  o f  
g i f t  o f  h i m s e l f ,  a n d  e t e r n a l  l i f e  
w i t h  h im ,  on  t h e  cond i t i on  you  
wi l l  bu t  accept  i t  and  re tur n .  He  
ha th  on th i s  rea sonable  condi t ion  
o f fered you the f ree  pardon of  a l l  
your  s in s ;  he  ha th  wr i t ten  th i s  in  
his Word, and sealed it  by his Spi- 
r i t ,  and  s en t  i t  you  by  h i s  Min i - 
s t e r s ;  t h ey  h ave  m a d e  t h e  o f f e r  
to you an hundred and an hundred  
t imes,  and ca l led you to accept i t ,  
a n d  t o  t u r n  t o  G o d .  T h ey  h ave  
i n  h i s  n a m e  e n t r e a t e d  yo u ,  a n d  
re a soned  t he  c a s e  w i th  you ,  and  
a n swe re d  a l l  yo u r  f r i vo l o u s  o b - 
j ec t ions .  He ha th  long  wa i ted  on  
you ,  a nd  s l a i d  you r  l e i s u re ,  a nd  
su f f e red  you  to  abu se  h im to  h i s 
  face. 
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f ace.  He hath merci fu l ly  sus ta ined  
you  in  the  mid s t  o f  your  s i n ;  he  
hath compassed you about with a l l  
sor t s  o f  merc ie s :  He hath a l so  in- 
ter mixt  a f f l ic t ions  to mind you of  
yo u  f o l l y,  a n d  c a l l  yo u  t o  yo u r  
wi t s ;  And hi s  sp i r i t  hath been of- 
ten s t r iv ing with your hear t s ,  and  
s ay i n g  t h e r e ,  [ Tu r n  s i n n e r,  Tu r n  
t o  h i m  t h a t  c a l l e t h  t h e e ;  W h i t h e r  
a r t  t h o u  g o i n g ;  Wha t  a r t  t h o u  d o - 
i n g ?  Do s t  t h o u  k n ow  wh a t  w i l l  b e  
t h e  e n d ?  How  l o n g  w i l t  t h o u  h a t e  
t hy  f r i end s,  and  l o ve  t h in e  en emi e s ?  
when  w i l t  t hou  l e t  g o  a l l  and  Tur n ,  
and  d e l i ve r  up  thy  s e l f  t o  God ,  and  
g i ve  t hy  Red e eme r  t h e  p o s s e s s i on  o f  
t hy  s o u l ?  Wh e n  s h a l l  i t  o n c e  b e ? ]  
The s e  p l e a d i n g s  h ave  b e en  u s e d  
w i t h  t h e e .  A n d  w h e n  t h o u  h a s t  
de l ayed ,  thou  ha s t  been  urged  to  
make  h a s t ,  a nd  God  h a t h  c a l l e d  
t o  t h e e ,  [ To  d ay,  w h i l e  i t  i s  c a l - 
l e d  t o  d ay,  h a r d e n  n o t  t h y  h e a r t ;  
Why no t  now w i thou t  any  mo r e  d e-
  lay? 
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lay?  Life hath been set before you;  
T h e  Joye s  o f  H e ave n  h ave  b e e n  
opened to you in the Gospel :  The  
Cer tainty of them hath been mani- 
fe s ted :  The cer ta in ty  o f  the  ever- 
l a s t i n g  To r men t s  o f  t h e  d amned  
h a t h  b e en  d e c l a re d  t o  you :  Un- 
les s  you would have had a s i gh t  of  
Heaven  and  He l l ,  wha t  cou ld  you  
de s i re  more?  Chr i s t  ha th  been  a s  
i t  were  se t  fo r th  c r uc i f i ed  be fore  
your eyes,  Gal.  3.1. You have been  
an hundred t imes told that you are  
bu t  l o s t  men  t i l l  you  come  un to  
him; As of t  have you been told of  
the evil of sin, of the vanity of sin,  
the world, and all the pleasures and  
weal th i t  can a f ford;  of  the shor t- 
ness  and uncer ta inty of  your l ives ,  
a n d  t h e  e n d l e s s  d u r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
J oy  o r  To r m e n t  o f  t h e  l i f e  t o  
come. Al l  this ,  and more then this  
have you been told, and told again,  
even ti l l  you were a weary of hear- 
ing it ,  and t i l l  you could make the 
  lighter 
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l i gh te r  o f  i t ,  becau se  you  had  so  
often heard it; l ike the Smiths dog,  
t h a t  i s  b r o u g h t  b y  c u s t o m  t o  
s leep under the noise of  the ham- 
mer s ,  and when the  sparks  do f ly  
a b o u t  h i s  e a r s :  a n d  t h o u g h  a l l  
t h i s  h ave  no t  conve r t ed  you ,  ye t  
yo u  a r e  a l i v e ,  a n d  m i g h t  h a ve  
m e r c y  t o  t h i s  d a y,  i f  y o u  h a d  
bu t  h e a r t s  t o  e n t e r t a i n  i t .  A n d  
now l e t  Rea son  i t  s e l f  be  Judge ;  
whether i t  be long of God or you,  
i f  a f ter  a l l  th i s  you be unconver t- 
e d  a n d  b e  d a m n e d .  I f  yo u  d i e  
n o w,  i t  i s  b e c a u s e  yo u  w i l l  d i e .  
What should be sa id more to you?  
Or  wha t  cour se  shou ld  be  t aken ,  
t h a t  i s  l i ke r  t o  p reva i l ?  A re  you  
a b l e  t o  s a y  a n d  m a ke  i t  g o o d ,  
We  w o u l d  f a i n  h a v e  b e e n  c o n v e r t - 
e d  a n d  b e c o m e  n e w  c r e a t u r e s,  b u t  
w e  w ou l d  n o t ;  w e  w ou l d  f a i n  h a v e  
f o r s ak en  ou r  s i n s,  bu t  c ou ld  no t ;  we  
w o u l d  h a v e  c h a n g e d  o u r  c o m p a ny,  
and  ou r  though t s,  and  ou r  d i s c ou r s e, 
  but 



210 richard baxter—a call to the unconverted

210

bu t  w e  c o u l d  n o t .  Why  cou ld  you  
not  i f  you would?  What  h indered  
you ,  bu t  t he  w i ckedne s s  o f  you r  
h e a r t s ?  W h o  f o r c e d  yo u  t o  s i n ?  
o r  who  d i d  ho l d  you  b a ck  f rom  
D u t y ?  H a d  n o t  y o u  t h e  s a m e  
t e a c h i n g ,  a n d  t i m e ,  a n d  l i b e r t y  
to  be  god ly  a s  your  god ly  ne igh- 
bou r s  h ad ?  Why  t h en  cou l d  no t  
yo u  h ave  b e e n  g o d l y  a s  we l l  a s  
t h e y ?  We r e  t h e  C h u r c h - d o o r s  
shu t  aga in s t  you?  o r  d id  you  no t  
keep  away your  se lve s ?  or  f i t  and  
s l e e p,  o r  h e a r  a s  i f  you  d i d  no t  
h e a r ?  D id  God  pu t  i n  any  exce - 
p t i o n s  a g a i n s t  yo u  i n  h i s  wo rd ,  
when he invited s inner s  to return,  
and  when  he  p romi s ed  me rcy  t o  
those that  do retur n?]  Did he say,  
[ I  w i l l  p a r d o n  a l l  t h a t  r e p e n t  e x - 
c e p t  t h e e ? ]  D i d  h e  s h u t  yo u  o u t  
f rom the  l iber ty  o f  h i s  ho ly  wor- 
s h i p ?  D id  he  f o rb i d  you  t o  p r ay  
t o  h i m  a n y  m o r e  t h e n  o t h e r s ?  
Yo u  k n ow  h e  d i d  n o t .  G o d  d i d 
  not 



 1st proof reading draft 211

211

not  d r i ve  you away f rom him,  but  
yo u  f o r s o o k  h i m ,  a n d  r u n  away  
you r  s e l ve s .  And  when  he  c a l l ed  
you to  h im,  you wou ld  not  come.  
I f  G o d  h a d  e x c e p t e d  yo u  o u t  o f  
t he  gene r a l  p romi s e  and  o f f e r  o f  
m e r c y ,  o r  h a d  s a i d  t o  y o u ,  
[ S t a n d  o f f ,  I  w i l l  h a v e  n o - 
t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  s u c h  a s  you :  P ray  
n o t  t o  me,  f o r  I  w i l l  n o t  h e a r  you :  
I f  y o u  r e p e n t  n e v e r  s o  mu c h ,  a n d  
c r y  f o r  me r c y  n e ve r  s o  mu c h ,  I  w i l l  
n o t  r e g a r d  y o u ; ]  I f  G o d  h a d  l e f t  
you  no th ing  to  t r u s t  t o,  bu t  de - 
sperat ion,  then you had had a f a i r  
e x c u s e .  Yo u  m i g h t  h a v e  s a i d ,  
[ To  w h a t  e n d  s h o u l d  I  r e p e n t  a n d  
t u r n ,  w h e n  i t  w i l l  d o  n o  g o o d ? ]  
Bu t  t h i s  wa s  no t  you r  c a s e .  You  
might  have had Chr i s t  to  be your  
L o r d  a n d  S a v i o u r ,  y o u r  H e a d  
a nd  Hu sb and ,  a s  we l l  a s  o t h e r s :  
a n d  yo u  w o u l d  n o t ;  b e c a u s e  yo u  
fe l t  not  your  se lves  s i ck  enough f 
or  the Phys i t i an ,  and because  you 
  could 
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cou l d  no t  s p a re  you r  d i s e a s e :  I n  
your  hea r t s  you  s a id  a s  tho se  re - 
b e l s ,  L u k e  1 9 . 1 4 .  [ We  w i l l  n o t  
h a v e  t h i s  m a n  t o  r e i g n  o v e r  u s. ]  
C h r i s t  w o u l d  h a v e  g a t h e r e d  y o u  
u n d e r  t h e  w i n g s  o f  h i s  s a l va t i o n ,  
a n d  y o u  w o u l d  n o t ,  M a t .  2 3 . 37.  
What  des i re s  o f  your  wel- f a re  d id  
the Lord express in his holy word?  
W i t h  w h a t  c o m p a s s i o n  d i d  h e  
s t a n d  ove r  yo u  a n d  s ay,  [O  t h a t  
my  p e o p l e  h a d  h e a r k e n e d  u n t o  m e,  
a n d  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  w a l k e d  i n  my  
w a i e s !  P s a l .  81 . 13 .  O  t h a t  t h e r e  
we r e  su c h  a  hea r t  in  th i s  peop l e  tha t  
they  would  f ea r  me,  and keep  a l l  my  
c ommandment s  a lwa i e s,  tha t  i t  migh t  
b e  w e l l  w i t h  t h e m  a n d  w i t h  t h e i r  
c h i l d r e n  f o r  e v e r !  D e u t .  5 . 2 0 .  [ O  
that  they were  wise,  that  they under- 
s t ood  th i s !  and tha t  they  wou ld  con- 
s i d e r  t h e i r  l a t t e r  e n d ! ]  D e u t .  
32 . 29 .  He  wou ld  have  been  your  
G o d ,  a n d  d o n e  a l l  f o r  yo u  t h a t  
your  sou l s  cou ld  we l l  de s i re ;  bu t 
  you 
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yo u  l ove d  t h e  wo r l d  a n d  yo u r  
f le sh above him and therefore you  
would  no t  hearken to  h im:  though  
you complemented wi th  h im,  and  
gave  h im h igh  t i t l e s ,  ye t  when i t  
c a m e  t o  t h e  c l o s i n g ,  yo u  w o u l d  
h a ve  n on e  o f  h im ,  P s a l .  81.11,  12 .  
No mar ve l  then  i f  he  g ave  you  up  
t o  y o u r  o w n  h e a r t s  l u s t s,  a n d  y o u  
w a l k e d  i n  y o u r  o w n  c o u n s e l s . ]  
H e  c o n d e s c e n d e d  t o  r e a s o n  a n d  
p l e ad  the  c a s e  wi th  you ,  and  a sk  
yo u  [ W h a t  i s  t h e r e  i n  m e  o r  my  
s e r v i c e  t h a t  y ou  s h ou l d  b e  s o  mu c h  
a g a i n s t  m e !  W h a t  h a r m  h a v e  I  
d o n e  t h e e  s i n n e r !  H a v e  I  d e s e r v e d  
t h i s  u n k i n d  d e a l i n g  a t  t h y  h a n d ?  
M a ny  m e r c i e s  h a v e  I  s h e w e d  t h e e ;  
f o r  whi c h  o f  them dos t  thou thus  de- 
spise me? Is it I, or is it Satan that is  
thy enemy? Is i t  I ,  or  i s  i t  thy carnal  
s e l f  t h a t  w o u l d  u n d o  t h e e ?  I s  i t  
an holy l i fe,  or  a l i f e  o f  s in that thou  
h a s t  c a u s e  t o  f l y  f r om ?  I f  t h o u  b e  
u n d o n e,  t h o u  p r o c u r e s t  t h i s  t o  t hy 
  self 
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s e l f  by  f o r s a k i n g  m e  t h e  L o rd  t h a t  
w o u l d  h a v e  s a v e d  t h e e :  J e r .  2 . 17.  
Doth  no t  thy  own wi c kedne s s  c o r r e c t  
t h e e,  and  t hy  s i n  r e p r o ve  t h e e ;  t h a t  
thou mai s t  s e e  tha t  i t  i s  an  ev i l  and  
b i t t e r  t h i n g  t h a t  t h ou  h a s t  f o r s a k en  
m e ?  Je r.  2 . 19 .  Wha t  i n i q u i t y  h a v e  
you  f ound in  me,  tha t  you  have  f o l- 
l owed  a f t e r  van i t y  and  f o r s ak en  me?  
J e r.  2 . 5 ,  6 . ]  H e  c a l l e t h  o u t  a s  
i t  were  to  the  b r u i t s  to  hea r  the  
cont rover s i e  he  ha th  aga in s t  you ,  
Mic. 2.3,  4,  5 Hear O ye mountains  
the  Lo rd s  c on t r ove r s i e,  and  ye  s t r ong  
f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  t h e  e a r t h :  f o r  t h e  
L o r d  h a t h  a  Con t r o v e r s i e  w i t h  h i s  
p e o p l e,  a n d  h e  w i l l  p l e a d  w i t h  I s - 
r a e l .  O  m y  p e o p l e  w h a t  h a v e  I  
d one  un t o  t h e e ?  and  whe r e i n  have  I  
wea r i ed  thee?  t e s t i f i e  aga in s t  me:  f o r  
I  b r ough t  th e e  up  ou t  o f  Egyp t ,  and  
r edeemed thee,  &c.  Hear  O heavens,  
a nd  g i v e  e a r  O  e a r t h ,  f o r  t h e  Lo rd  
h a t h  s p o k e n .  I  h a v e  n o u r i s h e d  a n d  
b r o u gh t  u p  c h i l d r e n ,  a nd  t h e y  h a ve 
  rebelled 
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r e b e l l e d  a g a in s t  me.  The  Ox know- 
e th  h i s  owne r,  and  th e  As s  h i s  Ma- 
s t e r s  c r i b :  bu t  I s r ae l  do th  no t  know,  
my  p e o p l e  d o t h  n o t  c o n s i d e r !  A h  
s i n f u l  Na t i o n !  a  p e o p l e  l a d e n  w i t h  
i n i q u i t y,  a  S e e d  o f  e v i l  d o e r s !  &c.  
I s a i ah  1. 2 ,  3,  4 .  [Do you  t hu s  r e - 
qu i t e  t h e  Lo rd  O f oo l i sh  p eop l e  and  
u nw i s e ?  I s  n o t  h e  t hy  Fa t h e r  t h a t  
b o u g h t  t h e e ?  H a t h  h e  n o t  m a d e  
t h e e  a n d  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e e ?  D e u t .  
3 2 . 6 . ]  W h e n  h e  s a w  t h a t  y o u  
for sook him even for nothing, and  
tu r ned  away  f rom your  Lo rd  and  
L i fe,  to  hunt  a f te r  the  cha f fe  and  
feather s  of  the world,  he told you  
o f  your  fo l ly,  and ca l l ed  you to  a  
more  p ro f i t ab l e  employment ,  I s a .  
5 5 . 1 ,  2 ,  3 .  [ W h e r e f o r e  d o  y o u  
s p end  you r  money  f o r  t h a t  wh i c h  i s  
n o t  b r e a d ,  and  you r  l a b ou r  f o r  t h a t  
w h i c h  s a t i s f i e t h  n o t ?  H e a r k e n  d i - 
l i g e n t l y  u n t o  m e,  a n d  e a t  y e  t h a t  
w h i c h  i s  g o o d ,  a n d  l e t  y o u r  s o u l  
d e l i g h t  i t  s e l f  i n  f a t n e s s.  E n c l i n e 
  your 
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y o u r  e a r,  a n d  c o m e  u n t o  m e ;  h e a r  
a n d  y o u r  s h a l l  l i v e ,  a n d  I  w i l l  
mak e  a n  e v e r l a s t i n g  Coven an t  w i t h  
you,  even the  su r e  mer c i e s  o f  David;  
—  S e e k  y e  t h e  L o r d  w h i l e  h e  
m a y  b e  f o u n d ,  c a l l  y e  u p o n  h i m  
w h i l e  h e  i s  n e a r.  L e t  t h e  w i c k e d  
f o r s a k e  h i s  way,  a n d  t h e  u n r i g h t e - 
o u s  man  h i s  t h o u g h t s,  a n d  l e t  h im  
r e t u r n  u n t o  t h e  L o r d ,  a n d  h e  w i l l  
h a v e  m e r c y  u p o n  h i m :  a n d  t o  o u r  
G o d ,  f o r  h e  w i l l  a b u n d a n t l y  p a r - 
don ,  v e r.  6 ,  7. ]  And  so  I s a .  1. 16 ,  
1 7 ,  1 8 .  A n d  w h e n  y o u  w o u l d  
n o t  h e a r ,  w h a t  c o m p l a i n t s  h ave  
you put him to, charg ing it on you  
a s  you r  w i l f u lne s s  and  s tubbor n- 
n e s s ,  I e r .  2 . 1 2 ,  1 3 .  [ B e  a s t o - 
n i s h e d  O  h e a v e n s  a t  t h i s,  a n d  b e  
h o r r i b l y  a f r a i d .  —  F o r  m y  
p e o p l e  h a v e  c o m m i t t e d  t w o  e v i l s,  
they have for saken me the fountain o f  
l i v i n g  wa t e r s ;  a n d  h ew e d  t h em  o u t  
c i s t e r ns,  b roken c i s t e r ns  that  can ho ld  
no water.]  Many a t ime hath Chr ist 
  pro-



 1st proof reading draft 217

217

p roc l a imed tha t  f ree  inv i t a t ion to  
you ,  Reve l .  22 .17.  Le t  h im  t ha t  i s  
a  t h i r s t  c ome :  and  whoeve r  w i l l ,  l e t  
h i m  t a k e  t h e  wa t e r  o f  l i f e  f r e e l y. ]  
But you put him to complain after  
a l l  h i s  o f f e r s ,  [They  w i l l  n o t  c ome  
t o  me  tha t  t h ey  may  have  l i f e,  J ohn  
5 . 4 0 . ]  H e  h a t h  i nv i t e d  yo u  t o  
feas t  with him in the Kingdom of  
h i s  g r a c e,  and  you  h ave  h ad  ex - 
cuses from your g rounds,  and your  
ca t te l ,  and your  wor ld ly  bus ines s ,  
and when you would not  come, you  
have  s a id  you  c ou l d  no t :  and  p ro- 
vo ke d  h i m  t o  r e s o l ve  t h a t  yo u  
s hou l d  n eve r  t a s t e  o f  h i s  S u p p e r,  
L u k e  1 4 . 15 ,  t o  2 5 . ]  A n d  w h o  
i s  i t  l ong  o f  now but  your  se lve s ?  
and what  can you say  i s  the  chie f  
cause of your damnation, but your  
ow n  W i l l s ?  Yo u  wo u l d  b e  d a m - 
ned .  The whole  ca se  i s  l a id  open  
by  Ch r i s t  h im s e l f ,  P r o v.  1.  f rom  
t h e  2 0 .  t o  t h e  e n d .  [ W i s d o m  
c r y e t h  w i t h o u t ,  s h e  u t t e r e t h  h e r 
 N voice 
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v o i c e  i n  t h e  s t r e e t s ,  s h e  c r i e t h  
i n  t h e  c h i e f  p l a c e  o f  C o n c o u r s e ,  
—  H o w  l o n g  y e  s i m p l e  o n e s  w i l l  
y e  l o v e  s imp l i c i t y,  a nd  t h e  s c o r n e r s  
d e l i g h t  i n  t h e i r  s c o r n i n g,  a n d  f o o l s  
h a t e  know l e d g e ?  Tu r n  ye  a t  my  r e - 
p r o o f s :  b e h o l d  I  w i l l  p o u r  o u t  my  
s p i r i t  un t o  you ,  I  w i l l  make  known  
my  wo rd s  un t o  you .  Be c au s e  I  h ave  
c a l l e d  a n d  y e  r e f u s e d ;  I  h a v e  
s t r e t c h e d  o u t  m y  h a n d s ,  a n d  n o  
m a n  r e g a r d e d ,  b u t  y e  h a v e  s e t  
a t  naugh t  a l l  my counse l ,  and wou ld  
none o f  my reproofs :  I  a l so wi l l  laugh  
a t  you r  c a l am i t y,  I  w i l l  mo c k  wh en  
y o u r  f e a r  c o m e t h :  w h e n  y o u r  f e a r  
c ome t h  a s  d e s o l a t i o n ,  a nd  you r  d e - 
s t r u c t i o n  c o m e t h  a s  a  w h i r l w i n d ;  
w h e n  d i s t r e s s  a n d  a n g u i s h  c o m e t h  
upon  you :  t h en  sha l l  t h ey  c a l l  upon  
m e ,  b u t  I  w i l l  n o t  a n s w e r ;  t h e y  
shal l  seek me ear ly, but they shal l  not  
f i nd  me.  Fo r  t ha t  t h ey  ha t ed  know- 
l edge,  and d id  no t  c hoo s e  the  f ea r  o f  
t h e  L o r d .  T h e y  w o u l d  n o n e  o f 
  my 
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my  c o u n s e l s :  t h e y  d e s p i s e d  a l l  my  
r e p r o o f :  T h e r e f o r e  s h a l l  t h e y  e a t  
o f  t h e  f r u i t  o f  t h e i r  own  way,  a n d  
b e  f i l l e d  w i t h  t h e i r  o w n  d e v i c e s.  
F o r  t h e  t u r n i n g  away  o f  t h e  s imp l e  
shal l  s tay them, and the prosper i ty o f  
f oo l s  sha l l  d e s t r oy  them.  But  who so  
h e a rk en e t h  t o  me  sha l l  dwe l l  s a f e ly,  
a n d  s h a l l  b e  q u i e t  f r o m  t h e  f e a r  
o f  e v i l . ]  I  t hough t  b e s t  t o  re c i t e  
the whole text at large to you, be- 
cause it doth so fully shew the cause  
o f  the  de s t r uc t ion o f  the  wicked .  
I t  i s  no t  bec au s e  God  wou ld  no t  
teach them, but because they would  
no t  l e a r n .  I t  i s  no t  bec au s e  God  
would not  Cal l  them, but  because  
t h ey  wo u l d  n o t  Tu r n  a t  h i s  r e - 
p ro o f .  T h e i r  w i l f u l n e s s  i s  t h e i r  
undoing. 
 N 2 Use 
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Use.

FRom what  ha th  been sa id ,  you  
m ay  f u r t h e r  l e a r n  t h e s e  f o l - 

lowing things.
1 .  F r o m  h e n c e  y o u  m a y  s e e ,  

not  only  what  bla sphemy and im- 
piety it is, to lay the blame of mens  
d e s t r u c t i o n  u p o n  G o d ,  bu t  a l s o  
how un f i t  the se  w icked  wre t che s  
a r e  t o  b r i n g  i n  s u c h  a  c h a r g e  
aga ins t  the i r  Maker.  They cr y out  
upon God, and say,  He g ives them  
not  g race,  and h i s  threa tn ings  a re  
s e ve r e ,  a n d  G o d  f o r b i d  t h a t  a l l  
s h o u l d  b e  d a m n e d  t h a t  b e  n o t  
C o nve r t e d  a n d  S a n c t i f i e d ;  a n d  
they  th ink  i t  ha rd  measure  tha t  a  
s ho r t  s i n  s hou ld  h ave  an  end l e s s  
su f fe r ing ;  and i f  they  be  damned,  
t h e y  s a y,  t h e y  c a n n o t  h e l p  i t :  
When in  the  mean t ime,  they  a re  
busie about their  own destruct ion, 
  even 
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even  cu t t i n g  t h e  t h ro a t  o f  t h e i r  
own  sou l s ,  a nd  w i l l  no t  b e  p e r - 
swaded  to  ho ld  the i r  hand s  They  
th ink  God  were  c r u e l  i f  he  shou ld  
d amn  t h em ;  and  ye t  t h ey  a re  s o  
c r u e l  t o  t h em s e l v e s  t h a t  t h ey  w i l l  
run into the f ire of Hell; when God  
hath told them i t  i s  a  l i t t le  before  
them,  and  ne i the r  in t re a t i e s ,  no r  
t h r e a t n i n g s ,  n o r  a ny  t h i n g  t h a t  
c an  b e  s a i d ,  w i l l  s t op  t h em .  We  
s e e  t h e m  a l m o s t  u n d o n e :  T h e i r  
c a re l e s s ,  wor ld l y,  f l e sh l y  l ive s  do  
te l l  u s  tha t  they a re  in  the  power  
o f  t h e  D ev i l :  we  k n ow  i f  t h e y  
d ie  before they are  Conver ted,  a l l  
t he  wor ld  c anno t  s ave  them;  and  
knowing  the  unce r t a in ty  o f  the i r  
l ive s ,  we a re  a f r a id  ever y  day  le s t  
t h e y  d r o p  i n t o  t h e  f i r e .  A n d  
therefore we intreat  them to pi t ty  
the i r  own sou l s ,  and not  to  undo  
themselves when mercy i s  at  hand;  
and  they  wi l l  no t  hea r  u s .  We in- 
t rea t  them to  ca s t  away the i r  s in , 
 N 3 and 
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and come to Chr is t  without delay,  
and to have some mercy on them- 
s e l ve s ;  bu t  t h ey  w i l l  h ave  none.  
And yet  they think that  God must  
b e  c r u e l  i f  h e  c o n d e m n  t h e m .  
O  w i l f u l  w re t ched  s i nne r s !  I t  i s  
not  God  tha t  i s  c ru e l  to  you:  i t  i s  
you  t h a t  a re  c r u e l  t o  you r  s e l ve s .  
Yo u  a r e  t o l d  yo u  m u s t  Tu r n  o r  
b u r n  a n d  ye t  yo u  Tu r n  n o t .  Yo u  
a r e  t o l d  t h a t  i f  yo u  w i l l  n e e d s  
keep your s ins ,  you sha l l  keep the  
Cur se  o f  God wi th them: and yet  
you wi l l  keep  them.  You a re  to ld  
tha t  there  i s  no  way  to  Happ ine s s  
bu t  by  Hol i n e s s,  and  ye t  you  wi l l  
n o t  b e  H o l y.  W h a t  wo u l d  yo u  
have  God say  more  to  you?  What  
wou ld  you  have  h im d o  w i th  h i s  
M e rc y ?  H e  o f f e r e t h  i t  yo u ,  a n d  
you  w i l l  no t  h ave  i t .  You  a re  i n  
the ditch of sin and misery, and he  
wou ld  g ive  you  h i s  hand  to  he lp  
you out ,  and you re fu se  h i s  he lp :  
he would cleanse you of your s ins, 
  and 
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a n d  yo u  h a d  r a t h e r  ke e p  t h e m .  
You  l o v e  you r  l u s t ,  and  l o v e  you r  
g luttony, and spor ts ,  and drunken- 
n e s s ,  a n d  w i l l  n o t  l e t  t h e m  g o.  
Wo u l d  yo u  h ave  h i m  b r i n g  yo u  
to Heaven whether you will or no?  
Or would you have him br ing you  
and your  s in s  to  heaven together?  
Why,  tha t ’s  an  impos s ib i l i t y ;  you  
may as  wel l  expect he should tur n  
the  Sun  in to  Darkne s s .  Wha t !  an  
u n s a n c t i f i e d  f l e s h l y  h e a r t  b e  i n  
H e a v e n ;  i t  c a n n o t  b e :  T h e r e  
e n t r e t h  n o t h i n g  t h a t  i s  u n c l e a n ,  
R eve l .  2 1 . 2 7.  F o r  w h a t  C o m mu - 
n i o n  h a t h  l i g h t  w i t h  d a r k n e s s,  o r  
Ch r i s t  w i t h  B e l i a l ?  2  Co r i n t h .  6 . 
14 ,  15 .  A l l  t h e  d ay  l o n g  h a t h  h e  
s t r e t c hed  ou t  h i s  hand to  a  d i sobed i- 
en t  and  ga in  s ay ing  p eop l e,  Romans  
1 0 . 25 .  W h a t  w i l l  yo u  d o  n ow ?  
Wi l l  yo u  c r y  t o  G o d  f o r  m e r c y !  
w h y  G o d  c a l l e t h  u p o n  y o u  t o  
have  me r c y  upon  your  s e lve s ,  and  
yo u  w i l l  n o t .  M i n i s t e r s  s e e  t h e 
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p oy s o n e d  c u p  i n  t h e  d r u n k a rd s  
hand ,  and  t e l l  h im,  The r e  i s  p oy - 
s on  i n  i t ,  and  de s i re  h im to  have  
M e r c y  o n  h i s  s o u l ,  a n d  f o r b e a r ,  
and  he  wi l l  n o t  he a r  u s ;  d r ink  i t  
he  mus t  and  wi l l :  he  l o ve s  i t ,  and  
there fore  though Hel l  come next ,  
he  s a i t h ,  he  c a nn o t  h e l p  i t .  Wha t  
s h o u l d  o n e  s ay  t o  s u c h  m e n  a s  
the s e ?  We t e l l  t he  ungod ly  c a re - 
le s s  wor ld l ing ,  I t  i s  no t  su c h  a  l i f e  
t h a t  w i l l  s e r v e  t h e  t u r n ,  o r  e v e r  
b r i n g  y o u  t o  H e a v e n .  I f  a  B e a r  
w e r e  a t  y o u r  b a c k  y ou  wou l d  m end  
y o u r  p a c e ;  a n d  w h e n  t h e  c u r s e  o f  
G o d  i s  a t  y o u r  b a c k ,  a n d  S a t a n  
and  He l l  a r e  a t  you r  b a c k  w i l l  you  
no t  s t i r,  bu t  a sk  wha t  ne ed s  a l l  t h i s  
a d o ?  I s  a n  i m m o r t a l  s o u l  o f  n o  
m o r e  w o r t h ?  O  h a v e  m e r c y  u p o n  
y o u r  s e l v e s !  B u t  t h e y  w i l l  h ave  
no mercy on themselves ,  nor once  
rega rd  u s .  We t e l l  them,  the  end  
w i l l  b e  b i t t e r .  W h o  c a n  d we l l  
wi th the ever la s t ing f i re?  And yet 
  they 
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t h e y  w i l l  h a ve  n o  m e r c y  u p o n  
t h e m s e l ve s .  A n d  ye t  w i l l  t h e s e  
sh ame le s s  wre t che s  s ay,  th a t  God  
i s  more merci ful  then to condemn  
them,  when  i t  i s  t hemse lve s  th a t  
c r ue l l y  and  unmerc i fu l l y  r un  up- 
o n  C o n d e m n a t i o n ;  a n d  i f  w e  
shou ld  go  to  them wi th  our  ha t s  
i n  ou r  h and s  and  i n t re a t e  t h em ,  
we cannot stop them. If  we should  
f a l l  down on  our  knee s  to  them,  
we cannot  s top them; but  to  Hel l  
t h ey  w i l l ,  a n d  ye t  w i l l  n o t  b e - 
l i eve  tha t  they  a re  go ing  th i the r.  
I f  we beg of  them for  the sake of  
G o d  t h a t  m a d e  t h e m ,  a n d  p r e - 
s e r v e t h  t h e m ;  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  
C h r i s t  t h a t  d ye d  f o r  t h e m ;  f o r  
the sake of their own poor souls, to  
p i t t y  t h ems e l ve s  a nd  go  no  f u r - 
ther in the way to Hel l ;  but come  
to Chr is t  while his  arms are open,  
and enter into a s tate of l i fe while  
t h e  d o o r  s t a n d s  o p e n ,  a n d  n ow  
t a ke  me rc y  wh i l e  me rc y  may  b e 
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h ad ;  t h ey  w i l l  n o t  b e  pe r swaded .  
I f  we should die  for  i t ,  we cannot  
get them so much as now and then  
to  c on s id e r  wi th  themse lves  o f  the  
m a t t e r ,  a n d  t o  Tu r n .  A n d  y e t  
t h ey  c a n  s ay,  I  h o p e  Go d  w i l l  b e  
m e r c i f u l .  D i d  yo u  eve r  c o n s i d e r  
w h a t  h e  s a i t h ,  I s a .  2 7. 11 .  [ I t  i s  
a  p eop l e  o f  no  unde r s t and ing ;  th e r e- 
f o r e  he  tha t  made them wi l l  no t  have  
me r c y  on  t h em,  and  h e  ha th  f o r med  
t h e m ,  w i l l  s h o w  t h e m  n o  f a v o u r. ]  
I f  anothe r  man wi l l  not  c loath you  
when you are naked, and feed you  
w h e n  yo u  a r e  h u n g r y,  yo u  w i l l  
s ay  he i s  unmerc i fu l .  I f  he should  
ca s t  you in to  pr i son ,  o r  bea t  and  
t o r men t  you ,  you  wou l d  s ay,  h e  
i s  unme rc i f u l .  And  ye t  you  w i l l  
do  a  thousand t imes  more  aga in s t  
you r  s e l ve s ,  even  c a s t  away  bo th  
soul  and body for  ever,  and never  
c omp l a i n  o f  you r  own  unme rc i - 
f u l n e s s .  Ye a  a nd  God  t h a t  wa i t - 
ed upon you al l  the while with his 
  mercy, 
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me rc y,  mu s t  b e  t a ken  t o  b e  un - 
me rc i f u l ,  i f  h e  pun i s h  you  a f t e r  
a l l  t h i s .  Un l e s s  t h e  ho l y  God  o f  
Heaven  w i l l  g ive  t h e s e  w re t che s  
l e ave  t o  t r a m p l e  u p o n  h i s  S o n s  
b l o o d ,  a n d  w i t h  t h e  Jew s ,  a s  i t  
were again to spi t  in hi s  f ace,  and  
do despight to the Spir i t  of  g race,  
and make a jest of s in, and a mock  
a t  ho l ines s ,  and se t  more l ight  by  
sav ing mercy,  then by the f i l th  of  
the i r  f l e sh ly  p lea sure s ,  and un le s s  
a f ter  a l l  th i s  he wi l l  save them by  
t he  me rcy  wh i ch  they  c a s t  away,  
a n d  wo u l d  n o n e  o f ,  G o d  h i m - 
se l f  mus t  be  ca l l ed  unmerc i fu l  by  
t h e m .  B u t  h e  w i l l  b e  j u s t i f i e d  
when he Judgeth,  and he wi l l  not  
s tand or  f a l l  a t  the bar  of  a  s in fu l  
worm.

I  know the re  a re  many  pa r t i cu- 
l a r  c a v i l s  t h a t  a r e  b r o u g h t  b y  
them aga ins t  the Lord,  but  I  sha l l  
not here stay to answer them par ti- 
cu l a r ly,  hav ing  done  i t  a l ready  in 
  my 
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i n  my  Tr e a t i s e  o f  J u d g e m e n t ,  t o  
which I  sha l l  re fer  them. Had the  
d i spu t ing  pa r t  o f  the  wor ld  been  
as  careful  to avoid s in and destru- 
c t ion ,  a s  they  have  been  bus ie  in  
searching a f ter  the cause of  them,  
and  fo rward  ind i rec t l y  to  impute  
i t  to  God,  they  might  have  exer- 
c i s ed  t h e i r  w i t s  mo re  p ro f i t a b l y,  
and  h ave  l e s s  wronged  God ,  and  
s ped  be t t e r  t hemse l ve s .  When  so  
ugly a monster as  s in i s  within us,  
a nd  s o  h e avy  a  t h i ng  a s  pun i s h - 
men t  i s  on  u s ,  and  so  d re ad fu l  a  
t h i n g  a s  H e l l  i s  b e f o r e  u s ,  o n e  
would th ink i t  should be an ea s ie  
ques t ion,  who i s  in  the f au l t ,  and  
whether God or man be the pr in- 
c i p a l  o r  c u l p a b l e  c a u s e .  S o m e  
Some men are such favourable Judges of  
t h emse l ve s ,  t h a t  t h ey  a re  p rone r  
t o  a c cu s e  the  In f i n i t e  Pe r f e c t i on  
and  Goodne s s  i t  s e l f ,  t h en  t h e i r  
own hear t s :  and imita te  their  f i r s t  
parents  that  sa id ,  The Se r pent  t em-
  pted 
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p t e d  m e,  a n d  t h e  w oman  t h a t  t h o u  
g ave s t  me,  g ave  un t o  me,  and  I  d i d  
e a t ; ]  s e c re t l y  imp l y i n g  t h a t  God  
wa s  t he  c au s e.  So  s ay  t hey,  [The  
und e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h o u  g a v e s t  m e,  
wa s  unab l e  t o  d i s c e r n ;  t h e  w i l l  t h a t  
t hou  gave s t  me,  wa s  unabl e  t o  make  
a  b e t t e r  c h o i c e ;  t h e  o b j e c t s  w h i c h  
t h ou  d i a s t  s e t  b e f o r e  me,  d i d  e n t i c e  
me ;  th e  t emp ta t i on  wh i c h  thou  d id s t  
p e r m i t  t o  a s s a u l t  m e ,  p r e v a i l e d  
a g a i n s t  me.  And  some a re  so  lo th  
to think that God can make a sel f- 
d e t e r m i n i n g  c r e a t u r e ,  t h a t  t h ey  
d a r e  n o t  d e n y  h i m  t h a t  w h i c h  
they take to be hi s  prerogat ive,  to  
be  the  de t e r mine r  o f  the  w i l l  i n  
every s in,  as  the f ir s t  ef f ic ient im- 
media te  phys ica l  cause.  And many  
c ou l d  b e  con t en t  t o  a c qu i t  God  
f rom so  much  c au s ing  o f  ev i l ,  i f  
t h ey  cou ld  bu t  re conc i l e  i t  w i th  
hi s  being the chief  cause of  good;  
a s  i f  t r u t h s  m u s t  b e  n o  l o n g e r  
t r u t h s ,  t h e n  we  a r e  a b l e  t o  s e e 
  them 
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t h em  i n  t h e i r  p e r f e c t  o rd e r  a nd  
c oh e ren c e :  b e c au s e  ou r  r ave l l e d  
w i t s  c anno t  s e t  them r i gh t  toge- 
t h e r ,  n o r  a s s i g n  e a c h  t r u t h  i t s  
proper  p lace,  we presume to con- 
clude that some must be cast away.  
This is  the fruit of proud self-con- 
ce i tednes s ,  when men rece ive  not  
Gods  t r u th s  a s  a  ch i ld  h i s  l e s son ,  
in an holy submission to the omni- 
s c i e n c e  o f  o u r  Te a c h e r ,  b u t  a s  
C e n s u r e r s  t h a t  a r e  t o o  w i s e  t o  
learn.

O b j e c t .  B u t  w e  c a n n o t  C o n v e r t  
o u r  s e l v e s  t i l l  God  Conve r t  u s :  w e  
c a n  d o  n o t h i n g  w i t h o u t  h i s  g r a c e :  
I t  i s  no t  in  h im tha t  w i l l e th ,  no r  in  
h im  t h a t  r unn e t h ,  bu t  i n  God  t h a t  
sheweth mercy.

A n s w.  1 .  G o d  h a t h  t w o  d e - 
g r e e s  o f  m e r c y  t o  s h e w :  t h e  
m e r c y  o f  C o nve r s i o n  f i r s t ;  a n d  
t h e  m e rc y  o f  S a l va t i o n  l i s t :  t h e  
l a t t e r  h e  w i l l  g i ve  t o  n o n e  bu t  
tho se  tha t  wi l l  and  r un ,  and  ha th 
  promised 
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p ro m i s e d  i t  t o  t h e m  o n l y.  T h e  
f o r m e r  i s  t o  m a ke  t h e m  w i l l i n g  
t h a t  we re  u n w i l l i n g :  a n d  t h o u g h  
you r  own  wi l l i n g  and  endeavour s  
d e s e r ve  no t  t h i s  g r a c e ,  ye t  you r  
w i l f u l l  r e f u s a l  d e s e r ve t h  t h a t  i t  
s h o u l d  b e  d e nye d  t o  yo u .  Yo u r  
d i s a b i l y  i s  yo u r  ve r y  u n w i l l i n g - 
n e s s  i t  s e l f ,  wh i ch  e x cu s e t h  no t  
your s in ,  but  maketh i t  the g reat- 
e r .  Yo u  c o u l d  Tu r n  i f  yo u  we r e  
b u t  t r u l y  w i l l i n g :  a n d  i f  y o u r  
wi l l s  themse lve s  a re  so  cor r upted ,  
t h a t  no th i ng  bu t  e f f e c t u a l  g r a c e  
w i l l  m ove  t h e m ,  yo u  h a ve  t h e  
more cause to seek for  that  g race,  
and  y ie ld  to  i t ,  and  do  wha t  you  
can  in  the  u se  o f  means ,  and  not  
n e g l e c t  i t ,  o r  s e t  a g a i n s t  i t .  Do  
wha t  you a re  able  f i r s t ,  and  then  
compla in  o f  God for  denying you  
grace if you have cause.

O b j e c t .  B u t  y o u  s e e m  t o  i n t i - 
m a t e  a l l  t h i s  w h i l e  t h a t  m a n  h a t h  
free will. 
  Answ. 
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Answe r.  The  d i spu te  about  f ree- 
w i l l  i s  b eyo n d  yo u r  c a p a c i t y ;  I  
s h a l l  t h e re f o re  n ow  t ro u b l e  yo u  
w i t h  no  mo re  bu t  t h i s  a bou t  i t .  
Your  wi l l  i s  na tu r a l l y  a  f r e e,  tha t  
i s ,  a  s e l f - d e t e r m i n i n g  f a c u l t y,  bu t  
i t  i s  v i t i o u s l y  i n c l i n e d ,  a nd  b a c k - 
ward to  good,  and therefore we see  
by sad exper ience that  i t  hath not  
a  v e r t u o u s  m o r a l  f r e e d o m .  B u t  
tha t  i s  the  wi c kedne s s  o f  i t ,  which  
de se r ve th  the  pun i shment .  And  I  
p r ay  yo u  l e t  u s  n o t  b e f o o l  o u r  
se lves  wi th opinions .  Let  the ca se  
be your own. I f  you have an ene- 
my so malicious, that he f al ls  upon  
you,  and bea t s  you ever y  t ime he  
m e e t s  yo u ,  a n d  t a ke s  away  t h e  
l i ve s  o f  yo u r  c h i l d re n ,  w i l l  yo u  
e x c u s e  h i m  b e c a u s e  h e  s a i t h ,  [ I  
h a v e  n o t  f r e e  w i l l ,  i t  i s  m y  
n a t u r e ;  I  c a n n o t  c h o o s e  u n l e s s  
G o d  g i v e  m e  g r a c e . ]  I f  y o u  
h ave  a  s e r van t  t h a t  robbe th  you ,  
w i l l  y o u  t a k e  s u c h  a n  a n s w e r 
  from 
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f r o m  h i m ?  M i g h t  n o t  e v e r y  
Thief  and Murderer that i s  hanged  
i t  the Ass ize  g ive such an answer,  
[ I  h a v e  n o t  f r e e - w i l l ;  I  c a n n o t  
c h a n g e  my  o w n  h e a r t :  w h a t  c a n  I  
d o  w i t h o u t  God s  g r a c e ? ]  a nd  s h a l l  
t hey  the re fo re  be  a cqu i t ?  I f  no t ,  
why then shou ld  you th ink  to  be  
acqu i t  fo r  a  cour se  o f  s in  aga in s t  
the Lord?

2. FR o m  h e n c e  a l s o  y o u  m a y  
o b s e r ve  t h e s e  t h r e e  t h i n g s  

t oge the r.  1.  Wha t  a  sub t i l e  t em- 
p t e r  S a t an  i s .  2 .  Wha t  a  d e c e i t - 
f u l  t h ing  s i n  i s .  3.  Wha t  a  f oo l - 
i sh  c re a tu re  co r r up ted  man  i s .  A  
s u b t i l e  t e m p t e r  i n d e e d ,  t h a t  c a n  
pe r swade  the  g rea te s t  pa r t  o f  the  
wo r l d  t o  g o  w i l f u l l y  i n t o  eve r - 
l a s t i n g  f i r e ,  w h e n  t h ey  h ave  s o  
many  war n ing s  and  d i s swa s ive s  a s  
t hey  have.  A d e c e i t f u l  t h i n g  i s  s i n 
  indeed 
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indeed,  tha t  can bewitch so  many  
thousands  to  put  wi th  ever l a s t ing  
l i fe, for a thing so base and utterly  
u n wo r t h y !  A  f o o l i s h  c r e a t u r e  i s  
man indeed, that will be so cheated  
o f  h i s  s a l va t i on  f o r  no th ing ;  ye a  
f o r  a  known  n o t h i n g :  and  t h a t  by  
a n  e n e my,  a n d  a  k n ow n  e n e my.  
You would think it  impossible that  
any man in his wits should be per- 
swaded for  a  t r i f le  to  ca s t  h imse l f  
in to  the  f i re,  o r  wa te r,  o r  in to  a  
coa l-p i t ,  to  the des t r uct ion of  h i s  
l i f e.  And yet  men wi l l  be  ent iced  
t o  c a s t  t h e m s e l ve s  i n t o  H e l l .  I f  
yo u r  n a t u r a l  l i ve s  we re  i n  yo u r  
own  h and s ,  t h a t  you  s hou l d  no t  
die t i l l  you would ki l l  your selves ;  
how long would most  of  you l ive?  
And yet when your everlast ing l i fe  
i s  so f ar  in your own hands under  
God ,  tha t  you  c anno t  be  undone  
t i l l  you undo your selves,  how few  
of  you wi l l  forbear  your  own un- 
d o i n g ?  A h  w h a t  a  s i l l y  t h i n g  i s 
  man! 
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man !  and  wha t  a  bewi t ch ing  and  
befooling thing is sin?

3. FR o m  h e n c e  a l s o  y o u  m a y  
l e a r n ,  t h a t  i t  i s  n o  g r e a t  

wonder  i f  wicked men be hinder- 
er s of other s in the way to heaven,  
and  wou ld  have  a s  many  Uncon- 
ve r t e d  a s  t h e y  c a n ,  a n d  wo u l d  
draw them into sin, and keep them  
i n  i t !  C an  you  e xp e c t  t h a t  t h ey  
should have any mercy on other s ,  
th a t  have  none  upon  themse lve s ?  
and that they should much st ick at  
t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  o t h e r s ,  t h a t  
s t i c k  no t  t o  d e s t roy  t h ems e l ve s ?  
They do no wor se  by other s  then  
they do by themselves.

4. LA s t l y ,  y o u  m a y  h e n c e  
l e a r n ,  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  

enemy to  man i s  h imse l f ;  and the  
greatest judgement in this life that 
  can 
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can befall him, is to be left to him- 
se l f ;  and tha t  the  g rea t  work tha t  
Grace hath to do, is to save us from  
our selves, and the greatest accusati- 
ons and compla ints  of  men should  
be against themselves;  and that the  
g rea te s t  work  tha t  we have  to  do  
our selves, is to resist our selves; and  
the g reates t  enemy that  we should  
d a i l y  p r ay,  and  wa t ch ,  and  s t r ive  
aga in s t ,  i s  ou r  own ca r na l  hea r t s  
and wi l l s ;  and the g reates t  par t  of  
your  work,  i f  you would do good  
to others, and help them to heaven,  
i s  t o  s ave  them f rom themse lve s ,  
even f rom thei r  own bl ind under- 
standings, and cor rupted wil l s ,  and  
perverse affections, and violent pas- 
sions, and unruly senses. I only name  
al l  these for brevity sake, and leave  
t h em to  you r  f u r t h e r  con s i d e r a - 
tion. 
  WELL 
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WE L L  S i r s ,  n o w  w e  h a v e  
f o u n d  o u t  t h e  g r e a t  D e - 

l i nquen t  a nd  Murde re r  o f  s ou l s ,  
( e v e n  m e n s  s e l v e s ,  t h e i r  o w n  
w i l l s )  wha t  rema in s  bu t  th a t  you  
judge  acco rd ing  to  the  ev idence,  
and confess  thi s  g reat  iniquity be- 
f o r e  t h e  L o rd ,  a n d  b e  h u m b l e d  
f o r  i t ,  a n d  d o  s o  n o  m o r e ?  To  
these  three  ends  d i s t inc t ly,  I  sha l l  
add a  few words  more.  1.  Fur ther  
t o  c o nv i n c e  yo u .  2 .  To  h u m b l e  
yo u .  A n d  3 .  To  r e f o r m  yo u ,  i f  
there be yet any hope.

1.  We know so  much o f  the  ex- 
c e e d i n g  g r a c i o u s  n a t u r e  o f  G o d ,  
who is will ing to do good, and de- 
l i gh t e t h  t o  s h ew  me rcy,  t h a t  we  
have  no  re a son  to  su spec t  h im  o f  
b e i n g  t h e  c u l p a b l e  c a u s e  o f  ou r  
d e a t h ,  o r  t o  c a l l  h i m  c r u e l :  H e  
made  a l l  good,  and he  pre se r ve th  
a nd  ma i n t a i n e t h  a l l ;  t h e  eye s  o f 
  all 
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a l l  th ing s  do  wa i t  upon h im;  and  
he  g ive th  them the i r  meat  in  due  
s ea son ;  he  opene th  h i s  hand ,  and  
s a t i s f i e th  the  des i re s  o f  a l l  the  l i - 
v i n g ,  P s a l m  1 4 5 . 15 ,  1 6 .  H e  i s  
not  on ly  r i gh t e ou s  in  a l l  h i s  wa i e s,  
( a n d  t h e r e f o r e  w i l l  d e a l  j u s t l y )  
a n d  h o l y  i n  a l l  h i s  w o r k s,  ( a n d  
t h e re f o re  no t  t h e  au t ho r  o f  s i n )  
bu t  [he  i s  a l s o  g ood  t o  a l l ,  and  h i s  
tender  merc ies  are  over  a l l  h i s  works . ]  
Psal. 145.17, 9.

B u t  a s  f o r  m a n ,  we  k n ow  h i s  
mind is  dark, his  wil l  perver se, his  
a f f ec t ions  ca r r y  h im so  head long ,  
th a t  he  i s  f i t t ed  by  h i s  f o l l y  and  
cor r upt ion  to  such  a  work  a s  the  
de s t roy ing  o f  h imse l f .  I f  you  s aw  
a Lamb lie killed in the way, would  
you sooner suspect the sheep, or the  
dog,  o r  woo l f,  to  be  the  author  o f  
i t ,  i f  t h ey  b o t h  s t o o d  by ?  o r  i f  
you  see  an  house  b roken  and  the  
p e o p l e  m u r d e r e d ,  w o u l d  y o u  
sooner suspect  the Pr ince  or  Judge, 
  that 
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tha t  i s  wi se  and  ju s t ,  and  had  no  
n e e d ;  o r  a  k n o w n  T h i e f  o r  M u r - 
d e r e r ?  I  s ay  t he re fo re  a s  J ame s  1. 
13,  14 ,  15.  L e t  n o  m a n  s ay  w h e n  
h e  i s  t emp t ed ,  tha t  h e  i s  t emp t ed  o f  
God, fo r  God cannot be tempted with  
e v i l ,  n e i t h e r  t emp t e t h  b e  a ny  man ,  
( t o  d r aw  h i m  t o  s i n )  B u t  e v e r y  
m a n  i s  t e m p t e d  w h e n  h e  i s  d r a w n  
away  o f  h i s  own  l u s t ,  a n d  e n t i c e d .  
Then  wh en  l u s t  h a t h  c o n c e i v e d ,  i t  
b r i n g e t h  f o r t h  s i n :  a nd  s i n  wh en  i t  
i s  f i n i s h e d  b r i n g e t h  f o r t h  d e a t h . ]  
You see  here,  tha t  s in  i s  the  b ra t  
o f  you r  own  concup i s c ence,  and  
no t  t o  b e  f a t h e red  on  God ;  a nd  
that death is the off-spr ing of your  
own  s i n ,  a nd  t h e  f r u i t  wh i ch  i t  
wil l  yield you as soon as i t  i s  r ipe.  
Yo u  h ave  a  t r e a s u r e  o f  e v i l  i n  
yo u r  s e l ve s  a s  a  s p i d e r  h a t h  o f  
p oy s o n :  f r o m  w h e n c e  yo u  a r e  
br ing ing for th hur t  to your se lves  
a n d  s p i n n i n g  s u c h  we b s  a s  e n - 
t a n g l e  y o u r  o w n  s o u l s .  Yo u r
  Na- 
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Natu r e  shews ,  i t s  you  tha t  a re  the  
cause.
2 .  I t s  ev i d en t  t h a t  you  a re  you r  
own dest royer s ,  in that  you are so  
Ready  t o  e n t e r t a i n  a ny  Temp t a t i o n  
a lmos t  th a t  i s  o f f e red  you .  S a t an  
i s  s c a rc e  re ad i e r  t o  move  you  to  
a ny  ev i l ,  t h e n  yo u  a r e  r e a d y  t o  
hear, and do as he would have you.  
I f  h e  wo u l d  t e m p t  yo u r  u n d e r - 
s t a nd i ng  t o  e r ro r  a nd  p re j ud i c e ,  
yo u  y i e l d .  I f  h e  wo u l d  h i n d e r  
you  f rom good  re s o l u t i on s ,  i t  i s  
soon  done.  I f  he  wou ld  coo l  any  
good desires or affections, it is soon  
d o n e .  I f  h e  wo u l d  k i n d l e  a n y  
lust or vile affections and desires in  
you ,  i t  i s  s oon  done :  i f  h e  w i l l  
pu t  you  on  t o  ev i l  t hough t s ,  o r  
word s ,  o r  deed s ,  you  a re  so  f re e  
tha t  he  need s  no t  rod  or  spur :  i f  
h e  wo u l d  k e e p  yo u  f r o m  h o l y  
t hough t s ,  a nd  wo rd s ,  a nd  wa i e s ,  
a  l i t t le  doth i t ;  you need no curb.  
You examine  not  h i s  sugge s t ions , 
  nor 
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nor  re s i s t  them with any reso lut i- 
on ,  nor  ca s t  them out  a s  he  ca s t s  
t h e m  i n ,  n o r  q u e n c h  t h e  s p a r k s  
which he endeavoureth to  k ind le :  
but you set in with him, and meet  
h i m  h a l f  way,  a n d  e m b r a c e  h i s  
mot ions ,  and tempt  h im to  tempt  
you .  And  i t s  e a s i e  t o  c a t ch  such  
g reedy f i sh  tha t  a re  rang ing for  a  
b a i t ,  a n d  w i l l  t a k e  t h e  b a r e  
hook.

3.  You r  d e s t r u c t i on  i s  ev i d en t - 
l y  l o n g  o f  yo u r  s e l ve s ,  i n  t h a t  
you Res i s t  a l l  tha t  would  he lp  to  
save you, and would do you good,  
or  h inder  you f rom undoing your  
s e l ve s  God  wou l d  h e l p  a nd  s ave  
you by his  word, and you res i s t  i t ,  
i t  i s  too s t r ic t  for  you.  He would  
sanctif ie you by his Spir i t ,  and you  
re s i s t ,  and  quench  i t .  I f  any  man  
reprove  you fo r  your  s in ,  you f l y  
i n  h i s  f a c e  w i th  ev i l  wo rd s ;  and  
i f  he  wou ld  d raw you to  an  ho ly  
l i f e,  and  t e l l  you  o f  your  p re sen t 
 O danger 
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danger,  you g ive him l i t t le thanks,  
but either bid him look to himself ,  
h e  s h a l l  n o t  a n swe r  f o r  yo u ;  o r  
e l se  a t  bes t ,  you put  him of f  with  
an  hea r t l e s s  th ank s ,  and  wi l l  no t  
Tur n  when you a re  per swaded .  I f  
Mini s ter s  would pr iva te ly  ins t r uct  
and  he lp  you ,  you wi l l  no t  come  
a t  t h e m ;  yo u r  u n h u m b l e d  s o u l s  
d o  f e e l  bu t  l i t t l e  n e e d  o f  t h e i r  
h e l p .  I f  t h e y  wo u l d  C a t e c h i z e  
you,  you a re  too o ld  to  be  Cate- 
c h i s e d ,  t h o u g h  yo u  a r e  n o t  t o o  
o l d  t o  b e  i g n o r a n t  a n d  u n h o l y.  
Whatever  they  can say  to  you for  
you r  good ,  you  a re  s o  s e l f - con - 
cei ted and wise in your own eyes ,  
( even  in  the  dep th  o f  i gnor ance )  
tha t  you  wi l l  rega rd  noth ing  tha t  
a g r e e t h  n o t  w i t h  yo u r  p r e s e n t  
c o n c e i t s ,  b u t  c o n t r a d i c t  y o u r  
Te a c h e r s ,  a s  i f  yo u  we r e  w i s e r  
then they;  you re s i s t  a l l  tha t  they  
can say to you,  by your ignorance  
and wi l fu lness ,  and fool i sh Cavi l s , 
  and 
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and shift ing evasions, and unthank- 
full rejections, so that no good that  
is offered can f ind any welcome ac- 
cep t ance  and  en t e r t a inmen t  w i th  
you.

4 .  M o r e ove r  i t s  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  
you are sel f-destroyer s,  in that you  
d raw the  ma t t e r  o f  you r  s in  and  de- 
s t r u c t i on  e ven  f r om  t h e  b l e s s e d  God  
h im s e l f.  You  l i ke  no t  t he  con t r i - 
va n c e s  o f  h i s  Wi s dom :  You  l i ke  
not his Justice, but take it  for cru- 
e l t y :  You  l i ke  no t  h i s  Ho l i n e s s ,  
but are ready to think he is  such a  
o n e  a s  yo u r  s e l ve s ,  P s a l .  5 0 . 21.  
and makes as light of sin as you: You  
l i k e  n o t  h i s  Tr u t h ,  b u t  wo u l d  
have h i s  Threanings ,  even h i s  pe- 
remptor y  Threa tn ings  prove f a l se.  
And hi s  goodness  which you seem  
most  h ighly to approve,  you par t- 
l y  re s i s t ,  a s  i t  wou ld  l e ad  you  to  
repen t ance ;  a nd  p a r t l y  a bu s e ,  t o  
the  s t reng thn ing  o f  you s in ,  a s  i f  
you might the freelyer s in, because 
 O 2 God 
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God i s  Merc i fu l ,  and  becau se  h i s  
Grace doth so much abound.

Ye a  yo u  f e t c h  d e s t r u c t i o n  f r o m  
t h e  b l e s s e d  R e d e e m e r,  a n d  D e a t h  
f r om  t h e  Lo rd  o f  l i f e  h imse l f .  And  
no th ing  more  emboldne th  you  in  
s in,  then that  Chr is t  hath died for  
y o u ;  a s  i f  n o w  t h e  d a n g e r  o f  
d e a t h  we re  ove r,  a nd  you  m igh t  
bo ld ly  venture :  As  i f  Chr i s t  were  
b e c o m e  a  s e r v a n t  t o  S a t a n  a n d  
your s ins,  and must wait  upon you  
wh i l e  you  a re  a bu s i n g  h im :  a nd  
because he is become the Physit ian  
of souls, and he is able to save to the  
u tmo s t  a l l  t h a t  come  t o  God  by  
him, you think he must suf fer you  
t o  r e f u s e  h i s  h e l p ,  a n d  t h r ow  
away his  Medicines ,  and must  save  
yo u  w h e t h e r  yo u  w i l l  c o m e  t o  
God by him or no: so that  a  g reat  
par t of your s ins are occasioned by  
your  bo ld  p re sumpt ion ,  upon the  
death of Christ.

N o t  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h a t  h e  c a m e 
  to 
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t o  redeem h i s  p eop l e  f rom the i r  
s ins ,  and to sancti f ie them a pecu- 
l iar people to himself ,  and to con- 
form them in Holiness to the image  
o f  t h e i r  h e ave n l y  F a t h e r  a n d  t o  
t h e i r  h e ad ,  Mat .  1. 21.  Ti t .  2 . 14 .  
1 Pet.  1.15, 16. Col.  3.10, 11. Phi l .  
3.9, 10.

6 .  Yo u  a l s o  f e t c h  y o u r  o w n  d e - 
s t r u c t i o n  f r o m  a l l  t h e  p r o v i d e n c e s  
a n d  w o r k s  o f  G o d .  W h e n  y o u  
t h i n k  o f  h i s  e t e r n a l  f o re - k n ow - 
ledge and Decrees ,  i t  i s  to harden  
you  i n  you r  s i n ,  o r  po s s e s s  you r  
minds with quar rell ing thoughts, as  
i f  hi s  Decrees might spare you the  
l abour  o f  repentance  and  an  ho ly  
l i fe, or else were the cause of your  
sin and death. If he afflict you, you  
r e p i n e :  I f  h e  p ro s p e r  yo u ,  yo u  
t h e  m o r e  f o r g e t  h i m ,  a n d  a r e  
t h e  b a c k wa rd e r  t o  t h e  t h o u g h t s  
of  the l i fe  to come. I f  the wicked  
p ro spe r,  you  f o r ge t  t h e  end  th a t  
wi l l  s e t  a l l  reckon ing s  s t r a i t ,  and 
 O 3 are 
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a re  ready to  th ink,  i t s  a s  good be  
w i c ke d  a s  g o d l y.  A n d  t h u s  yo u  
draw your death from all.

7.  And  the  l i ke  you  do  f r om  a l l  
t h e  C r e a t u r e s  a n d  m e r c i e s  o f  G o d  
to  you.  He g iveth them to you a s  
the  tokens  o f  h i s  love,  and fur n i- 
ture  for  h i s  se r v ice,  and you tur n  
them aga ins t  h im,  to  the  p lea s ing  
o f  your  f l e sh .  You  ea t  and  d r ink  
t o  p l e a s e  you r  appe t i t e ,  a nd  no t  
f o r  t h e  g l o r y  o f  G o d ,  a n d  t o  
e n a b l e  yo u  f o r  h i s  wo r k .  Yo u r  
c loa thes  you abuse  to  pr ide.  Your  
R i c h e s  d r a w  yo u r  h e a r t s  f r o m  
h e a v e n ,  P h i l .  3 . 1 8 .  Yo u r  h o - 
n o u r s  a n d  a p p l a u s e  d o  p u f f  yo u  
u p :  I f  y o u  h a v e  h e a l t h  a n d  
strength, i t  makes you more secure  
a n d  f o r g e t  yo u r  e n d .  Ye a  o t h e r  
men s  me rc i e s  a re  a bu s ed  by  you  
t o  yo u r  h u r t .  I f  yo u  s e e  t h e i r  
h o n o u r s  a n d  d i g n i t y,  y o u  a r e  
p rovo ke d  t o  e nv y  t h e m .  I f  yo u  
see  the i r  r i ches ,  you a re  ready to 
  covet 
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c ove t  t h e m .  I f  yo u  l o o k  u p o n  
beauty,  you are  s t i r red up to lus t ,  
and i t s  wel l  i f  godl iness  be not an  
eye-fore to you.

8 .  T h e  v e r y  g i f t s  t h a t  G o d  b e - 
s t owe th  on  you ,  and  the  Ord inan- 
c e s  o f  g r ace  which  he  ha th  in s t i - 
t u t e d  f o r  h i s  C h u rc h ,  yo u  t u r n  
t o  s i n .  I f  yo u  h ave  b e t t e r  p a r t s  
then  o ther s ,  you  g row proud and  
s e l f - c o n c e i t e d :  i f  yo u  h ave  bu t  
common g i f t s ,  you  t ake  them for  
s pec i a l  Gr ace.  You  t ake  the  b a re  
hea r ing  o f  your  duty  for  so  good  
a  work,  a s  i f  i t  would excuse  you  
f o r  no t  obey ing  i t .  You r  P r aye r s  
are turned into sin, because you re- 
g a rd  i n i qu i t y  i n  you r  h e a r t s,  P s a lm  
6 6 . 18 .  a n d  d e p a r t  n o t  f r o m  i n i - 
qu i t y  when  you  c a l l  on  t h e  name  o f  
t h e  L o r d ,  2  T i m .  2 . 1 9 .  Yo u r  
p raye r s  a r e  a b om inab l e,  b e c au s e  you  
t u r n  a w ay  y o u r  e a r  f r o m  h e a r i n g  
t h e  L a w,  P r o v.  2 8 . 9 .  A n d  a r e  
more ready to offer the Sacr if ice of 
 O 4 fools, 
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f o o l s ,  ( t h i n k i n g  y o u  d o  G o d  
some specia l  ser vice)  then to hear  
h i s  word  and  obey  i t ,  Ec c l e s.  5.1.  
You examine  no t  your  s e l ve s  be- 
f o r e  yo u  r e c e i ve  t h e  S u p p e r  o f  
t h e  L o r d ,  b u t  n o t  d i s c e r n i n g  
the  Lords  body,  do  ea t  and dr ink  
j udgement  to  your  s e l ve s ,  1  Cor.  
11.28, 29.

9 .  Ye a  t h e  p e r s o n s  t h a t  y o u  
c o n v e r s e  w i t h ,  a n d  a l l  t h e i r  a c t i - 
o n s,  yo u  m a ke  t h e  o c c a s i o n s  o f  
y o u r  s i n  a n d  d e s t r u c t i o n .  I f  
they  l ive  in  the  fea r  o f  God,  you  
ha te  them.  I f  they  l ive  ungod l i ly,  
you  im i t a t e  t h em :  i f  t h e  w i cked  
a re  many,  you th ink  you may  the  
mo re  bo l d l y  f o l l ow  t h em ;  i f  t h e  
g od l y  b e  f ew,  you  a re  t h e  mo re  
e m b o l d e n e d  t o  d e s p i s e  t h e m .  I f  
they  wa lk  exac t ly,  you th ink they  
a r e  t o o  p r e c i s e ;  i f  o n e  o f  t h e m  
f a l l  i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  t e m p t a t i o n ,  
you s tumble  upon them, and tur n  
away  f rom ho l ine s s ,  bec au se  th a t 
  others 
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o the r s  a re  imper f ec t l y  ho ly :  a s  i f  
y o u  w e r e  w a r r a n t e d  t o  b r e a k  
you r  neck s ,  bec au s e  some  o the r s  
have by thei r  heedlesnes s  spra ined  
a  s i n n ew  o r  p u t  o u t  a  b o n e .  I f  
an hypocr i te di scover himsel f ,  you  
s ay,  They  a r e  a l l  a l i k e,  and  th ink  
your  se lve s  a s  hones t  a s  the  be s t .  
A  P ro f e s s o r  c a n  s c a rc e  s l i p  i n t o  
a ny  m i s c a r r i a g e ,  bu t  b e c au s e  h e  
cuts  his  f inger,  you think you may  
bo ld l y  cu t  your  th roa t s .  I f  m in i - 
s t e r s  d e a l  p l a i n l y  w i t h  you ,  you  
s ay  they  r a i l .  I f  they  speak  gen t - 
ly  or  co ld ly,  you e i ther  s l eep un- 
der  them,  or  a re  l i t t l e  more  a f fe- 
c t ed  then  the  s ea t s  you  s i t  upon .  
I f  a n y  e r r o u r s  c r e e p  i n t o  t h e  
Chu rch ,  s ome  g re ed i l y  en t e r t a i n  
t h e m ,  a n d  o t h e r s  r e p ro a c h  t h e  
C h r i s t i a n  D o c t r i n e  f o r  t h e m ,  
which is most against them. And if  
we would  draw you f rom any an- 
cient rooted er rour, which can but  
plead two, or three, or six, or seven 
  hundred 
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h u n d r e d  ye a r s  c u s t o m ,  yo u  a r e  
a s  much  o f f ended  w i th  a  mot ion  
for Reformation, as i f  you were to  
lose  you l ives  by i t ,  and hold f a s t  
old er rors, while you cry out against  
new  ones .  Sca rce  a  d i f f e rence  can  
a r i s e  among  the  min i s t e r s  o f  the  
Go sp e l ,  bu t  you  w i l l  f e t c h  you r  
o w n  d e a t h  f r o m  i t .  A n d  y o u  
wi l l  not hear,  or  at  leas t  not obey  
t h e  u n q u e s t i o n a b l e  D o c t r i n e  o f  
a n y  t h i n g  t h a t  j u m p s  n o t  w i t h  
your  conce i t s :  One  w i l l  no t  hea r  
a  Mini s ter,  because he readeth hi s  
Sermon: and another wil l  not hear  
h i m ,  b e c a u s e  h e  d o t h  n o t  r e a d  
them. One  wi l l  not  hear  h im,  be- 
c au s e  h e  s a i t h  t h e  Lo rd s  p r aye r :  
a n d  a n o t h e r  w i l l  n o t  h e a r  h i m ,  
b e c au s e  he  do th  no t  u s e  i t .  One  
w i l l  n o t  h e a r  t h e m  t h a t  a r e  f o r  
Ep i s copacy :  and  ano the r  wi l l  no t  
hear  them that  a re  aga in s t  i t .  And  
thus  I  might  shew i t  you in many  
other  cases ,  how you tur n a l l  that 
  comes



 1st proof reading draft 251

251

comes  nea r  you  to  your  own de- 
struction, so clear is it that the un- 
godly  are  se l f -des t royer s ,  and that  
their perdition is of themselves.

ME thinks ,  now upon the con- 
s i d e r a t i o n  o f  w h a t  i s  s a i d ,  

and the review of your own waies,  
you should beth ink you what  you  
h ave  d o n e ,  a n d  b e  a s h a m e d  a n d  
deeply humbled to remember i t .  I f  
you  be  no t ,  I  p r ay  you  con s i d e r  
these following truths.

1 .  To  b e  yo u r  ow n  d e s t roye r s ,  
i s  to  s in  aga ins t  the deepes t  pr in- 
c i p l e  i n  you r  Na t u re s ,  even  t h e  
p r i n c i p l e  o f  s e l f  p r e s e r v a t i o n .  
Eve r y  th ing  na tu r a l l y  de s i re th  o r  
inc l ineth to i t s  own fe l ic i ty,  wel l- 
f a r e  o r  p e r f e c t i o n .  A n d  w i l l  
you  s e t  you r  s e l ve s  t o  you r  own  
de s t r uc t ion?  When  you  a re  com- 
manded  to  l ove  you r  ne i ghbou r s 
  as 
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a s  your  se lve s ,  i t  i s  supposed tha t  
yo u  n a t u r a l l y  l ove  yo u r  s e l ve s .  
Bu t  i f  you  l ove  you r  ne i ghbou r s  
no better then your selves, it seems  
you  wou ld  have  a l l  t he  wor ld  be  
damned.

2 .  How ex t re amly  do  you  c ro s s  
your  own in ten t ions !  I  know you  
i n t end  no t  you r  own  damna t ion ,  
even  when  you  a re  p rocu r ing  i t ;  
you think you are but  doing good  
t o  you r  s e l ve s ,  by  g r a t i f y i ng  t he  
de s i re s  o f  your  f l e sh .  But  a l a s ,  i t  
i s  bu t  a s  a  d r aught  o f  co ld  wa te r  
i n  a  b u r n i n g  f e a ve r ,  o r  a s  t h e  
scra tching of  an i tching wi ld- f i re,  
wh i ch  inc re a s e th  the  d i s e a s e  and  
p a i n .  I f  i n d e e d  yo u  wo u l d  h ave  
pleasure, or prof it ,  or honour, seek  
them where they are  to be found,  
and do not hunt a f ter  them in the  
way to hell.

3 .  W h a t  p i t t y  i s  i t ,  t h a t  yo u  
should do that  against  your se lves ,  
wh ich  none  e l s e  in  e a r th  o r  he l l 
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can do! If  al l  the world were com- 
bined against you, or al l  the Devils  
i n  H e l l  we r e  c o m b i n e d  a g a i n s t  
you ,  t h ey  cou ld  no t  d e s t roy  you  
without your selves,  nor make you  
s in but by your own consent .  And  
w i l l  y o u  d o  t h a t  a g a i n s t  y o u r  
s e lve s  which  no one  e l s e  can  do?  
you  have  ha t e fu l  though t s  o f  the  
Dev i l ,  becau se  he  i s  your  enemy,  
and  endeavoure th  your  de s t r uc t i - 
on .  And  w i l l  you  be  wor s e  t hen  
Dev i l s  t o  you r  s e l ve s ?  Why  thu s  
it  is  with you, i f  you had hear ts to  
unde r s t and  i t :  when  you  r un  in - 
t o  s i n ,  a n d  r u n  f ro m  g o d l i n e s s ,  
and  re fu se  to  tu r n  a t  the  Ca l l  o f  
G o d ,  yo u  d o  m o re  a g a i n s t  yo u r  
own souls, then men or devils could  
do bes ides .  And i f  you should  se t  
your selves ,  and bend your wits  to  
do  you r  s e l ve s  t h e  g re a t e s t  m i s - 
chief , you could not devise to do a  
greater.

4 .  Yo u  a r e  f a l s e  t o  t h e  t r u s t 
  that 



254 richard baxter—a call to the unconverted

254

that  God hath reposed in you.  He  
hath much entrusted you with your  
own sa lvat ion: and wil l  you betray  
your  t r u s t ?  He ha th  se t  you  wi th  
a l l  d i l i gence  to  keep  your  hear t s :  
and  i s  t h i s  t he  keep ing  o f  them?  
Prov. 4.23.

5.  You do even forb id  a l l  o ther s  
to  p i t ty  you,  when you wi l l  have  
n o  p i t t y  o n  yo u r  s e l ve s :  i f  yo u  
cry to God in the time of your ca- 
l a m i t y,  f o r  M e rc y,  M e rc y ;  w h a t  
can you expect, but that he should  
t h r u s t  yo u  away,  a n d  s a y,  [ N ay  
t hou  wou ld s t  no t  have  me r c y  on  thy  
s e l f :  who  b rough t  th i s  upon the e  bu t  
t hy  o w n  w i l f u l n e s s ? ]  A n d  i f  yo u r  
Bre th ren  s ee  you  eve r l a s t ing ly  in  
m i s e r y,  how sha l l  t hey  p i t t y  you  
that were your own destroyer s, and  
would not be disswaded?

6 .  I t  w i l l  e v e r l a s t i n g l y  m a k e  
you your  own Tor menter s  in  Hel l  
t o  th ink  on  i t ,  t h a t  you  b rough t  
your selves wil ful ly to that misery. 
  O 



 1st proof reading draft 255

255

O what  a  g r ip ing  thought  i t  wi l l  
b e  f o r  e ve r  t o  t h i n k  w i t h  yo u r  
s e l ve s ,  [Th a t  t h i s  wa s  you r  own  
d o i n g !  T h a t  yo u  we r e  w a r n e d  
o f  t h i s  d ay,  a n d  wa r n e d  a g a i n ,  
b u t  i t  wo u l d  n o t  d o.  T h a t  yo u  
wi l fu l ly s inned;  and wi l fu l ly tur n- 
e d  a w a y  f r o m  G o d :  T h a t  y o u  
h a d  t i m e  a s  we l l  a s  o t h e r s ,  bu t  
yo u  a b u s e d  i t :  Yo u  h a d  Te a c h - 
e r s  a s  we l l  a s  o ther s ,  but  you re- 
fu sed  the i r  in s t r uc t ion s :  You had  
h o l y  e x a m p l e s ,  bu t  yo u  d i d  n o t  
i m i t a t e  t h e m :  Yo u  we re  o f f e r e d  
Chr i s t ,  and  Grace,  and  G lo r y,  a s  
we l l  a s  o ther s ;  bu t  you had  more  
m i n d  o f  yo u r  f l e s h l y  p l e a s u r e s :  
Yo u  h a d  a  p r i c e  i n  yo u r  h a n d s ,  
bu t  you  h ad  no t  an  he a r t  t o  l ay  
i t  o u t ,  P r o v e r b s  1 7 . 1 6 .  C a n  i t  
choose  bu t  to r ment  you  to  th ink  
o f  t h i s  y o u r  p r e s e n t  f o l l y ?  O  
that  your eyes  were opened to see  
w h a t  y o u  h a v e  d o n e  i n  t h e  
wilful wrong ing of your own souls! 
  and 
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a n d  t h a t  yo u  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t o o d  
those words of God, Pro.  8, 33, 34,  
35,  36.  Hear ins t ruc t ion and be wise,  
and r e fuse  i t  no t :  Ble s s ed i s  the  man  
t h a t  h e a r e t h  m e,  wa t c h i n g  d a i l y  a t  
my ga t e s,  wa i t ing  a t  the  po s t s  o f  my  
doors:  For who so f indeth me, f indeth  
l i fe, and shal l  obtain the favour of the  
Lord. But he that s inneth against  me,  
wronge th h i s  own sou l :  Al l  they tha t  
hate me, love death.]

AN D  n ow  I  a m  c o m e  t o  t h e  
C o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h i s  w o r k ;  

my hear t  i s  t roubled to think how  
I  s h a l l  l e ave  you ;  l e s t  a f t e r  t h i s  
the  f le sh  should s t i l l  dece ive  you,  
a n d  t h e  w o r l d  a n d  t h e  D e v i l  
s h o u l d  k e e p  yo u  a s l e e p ,  a n d  I  
should leave you as I  f ind you, t i l l  
yo u  awa ke  i n  H e l l ;  T h o u g h  i n  
c a r e  o f  yo u r  p o o r  s o u l s ,  I  a m  
af fra id of this ,  as  knowing the ob-
  stinacy
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s t i n a c y  o f  a  c a r n a l  h e a r t ,  ye t  I  
c an  s ay  w i th  the  P rophe t  J e r emy,  
1 7 . 1 6 .  [ I  h a v e  n o t  d e s i r e d  t h e  
w o f u l  d a y,  t h e  L o r d  k n o w e t h . ]  I  
have not with James  and John  desi- 
red  tha t  f i r e  m i gh t  c ome  f r om  h e a - 
ven  to  consume them tha t  re fused  
Je su s  Chr i s t ,  Luke  9 .54 .  But  i t  i s  
the  prevent ing  o f  the  e te r na l  f i re  
that  I  have been al l  this  while en- 
d e avo u r i n g :  a n d  O  t h a t  i t  h a d  
been  a  need l e s s  work !  Tha t  God  
and conscience might have been as  
wi l l ing to spare me thi s  labour,  as  
s o m e  o f  yo u  c o u l d  h a ve  b e e n .  
D e a r  f r i e n d s !  I  a m  s o  l o t h  yo u  
shou ld  l i e  in  ever l a s t ing  f i re,  and  
b e  s h u t  o u t  o f  H e ave n ,  i f  i t  b e  
pos s ible  to  prevent  i t ,  tha t  I  sha l l  
once  more  a sk  you,  What  do you  
n ow  r e s o l ve ?  Wi l l  yo u  Tu r n  o r  
Die?  I  look upon you a s  a  Phys i - 
t i an on hi s  Pat ient  in a  dangerous  
d i sea se :  tha t  s a i th  to  h im [Though  
y o u  a r e  f a r  g o n e ,  t a k e  t h i s  m e -
   dicine,
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d i c i n e ,  a n d  f o r b e a r  b u t  t h e s e  f e w  
t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  hu r t f u l  t o  you ,  and  
I  d a r e  wa r ran t  you r  l i f e ;  bu t  i f  you  
w i l l  no t  do  th i s,  you  a r e  bu t  a  d ead  
m an . ]  Wha t  wou l d  you  t h i nk  o f  
such  a  man ,  i f  t he  Phy s i t i an  and  
al l  the fr iends he hath cannot per- 
swade him to take one  medicine to  
save h i s  l i fe,  or  to  forbear  one or  
two poy sonous  th ing s  tha t  wou ld  
k i l l  h i m ?  T h i s  i s  yo u r  c a s e .  A s  
f a r  a s  you are gone in s in ,  do but  
n ow  Tu r n  a n d  C o m e  t o  C h r i s t ,  
and  t ake  h i s  Remed ie s ,  and  your  
s o u l s  s h a l l  l i v e .  C a s t  u p  yo u r  
d e a d l y  s i n s  by  R e p e n t a n c e ,  a n d  
return not to the poysonous vomit  
any  more,  and  you sha l l  do  we l l .  
But yet i f  i t  were your bodies that  
we  h a d  t o  d e a l  w i t h ,  we  m i g h t  
p a r t l y  know wha t  to  do  fo r  you ,  
t h o u g h  yo u  wo u l d  n o t  c o n s e n t .  
Yo u  m i g h t  b e  h e l d  o r  b o u n d ,  
wh i l e  t he  med i c i ne  we re  pou red  
d ow n  yo u r  t h ro a t s ,  a n d  h u r t f u l 
  things 
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t h i n g s  m i g h t  b e  ke p t  f ro m  yo u .  
But  about  your  soul s  i t  cannot  so  
so,  we cannot Conver t  you against  
you r  w i l l s .  The re  i s  no  c a r r y ing  
m a d  m e n  t o  H e ave n  i n  f e t t e r s .  
Yo u  m ay  b e  C o n d e m n e d  a g a i n s t  
your  wi l l s,  because you s inned wi th  
you r  w i l l s :  bu t  you  cannot  be  s a - 
v e d  a g a i n s t  y o u r  w i l l s.  T h e  w i s - 
dom of God hath thought meet to  
l ay  mens  s a l va t ion  o r  de s t r uc t ion  
exceed ing  much upon the  cho ice  
o f  t h e i r  own  w i l l s ,  t h a t  no  man  
sha l l  come  to  heaven ,  tha t  cho se  
n o t  t h e  way  t o  h e ave n ;  a n d  n o  
man sha l l  come to  he l l ,  bu t  sha l l  
be  fo rced  to  s ay,  I  h a ve  t h e  t h i n g  
I  c h o s e :  my  own  w i l l  d i d  b r i n g  m e  
h i t h e r.  N ow  i f  I  c o u l d  b u t  g e t  
you to  be  wi l l ing,  to  be  t h r ough ly,  
and  r e s o l ved ly,  and  Hab i tua l ly  w i l- 
l i n g ,  t h e  wo r k  we r e  m o r e  t h e n  
h a l f  d o n e .  A n d  a l a s ,  m u s t  w e  
l o s e  o u r  f r i e n d s,  a n d  mu s t  t h ey  
l o s e  t h e i r  G o d ,  t h e i r  h a p p i n e s s , 
  their 
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t h e i r  s o u l s  f o r  wa n t  o f  t h i s ?  O  
God  fo rb id !  I t  i s  a  s t r ange  th ing  
to  me,  tha t  men a re  so  inhumane  
and s tupid  in  the  g rea te s t  mat ter s  
tha t  in  le s ser  th ings  are  ver y c iv i l  
a nd  cou r t eou s ,  a nd  good  ne i gh - 
bou r s .  Fo r  ough t  I  know,  I  h ave  
the  Love  o f  a l l ,  o r  a lmos t  a l l  my  
neighbour s,  so f ar,  that i f  I  should  
send to ever a man in the Town, or  
Par i sh ,  or  Countr y,  and reques t  a  
reasonable cour tes ie of  them, they  
would g rant  i t  me:  And yet  when  
I  c o m e  t o  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e m  t h e  
g re a t e s t  ma t t e r  i n  t h e  wo r l d  f o r  
themse lve s  and  not  fo r  me,  I  can  
h ave  n o t h i n g  o f  m a ny  o f  t h e m  
but  a  pat ient  hear ing.  I  know not  
whether people think a man in the  
pu lp i t  i s  i n  good  s adne s s  o r  no t ,  
a n d  m e a n s  a s  h e  s p e a k s :  F o r  I  
t h i nk  I  h ave  f ew  ne i ghbou r,  bu t  
i f  I  we re  s i t t i n g  f am i l i a r l y  w i t h  
them,  and te l l ing  them of  what  I  
have  s een ,  o r  done,  o r  known in 
  the 
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the world,  they would bel ieve me,  
and  rega rd  wha t  I  s ay ;  But  when  
I  t e l l  t h e e  f r o m  t h e  i n f a l l i b l e  
wo rd  o f  G o d ,  w h a t  t h ey  t h e m - 
s e l ve s  s h a l l  s e e  and  know in  t he  
world to come, they shew by their  
l ive s  th a t  they  do  e i the r  no t  be- 
l e ve  i t ,  o r  n o t  mu c h  r e g a rd  i t .  
I f  I  me t  eve r  an  one  o f  them on  
the way,  and told them, Yonder i s  
a  C o l e - p i t ,  o r  t h e r e ’s  a  q u i c k - 
s a nd ,  o r  t h e re  a re  t h i eve s  l i e  i n  
wa i t  f o r  yo u ;  I  c o u l d  p e r swa d e  
them to  tur n  by :  But  when I  te l l  
them, that  Sa tan lyeth in  wai t  for  
t h e m ,  a n d  t h a t  s i n  i s  p o i s o n  t o  
them, and that Hell is not a matter  
to be jested with: they go on as i f  
t h e y  d i d  n o t  h e a r  m e .  Tr u l y  
neighbours, I am in as good earnest  
with you in the Pulpi t ,  as  I  am in  
any f ami l iar  d i scour se ;  and i f  ever  
you wi l l  regard me, I  beseech you  
let it be here. I think there is never  
a  man  o f  you  a l l ,  bu t  i f  my  own 
  soul 
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s o u l  l ay  a t  your  wi l l s ,  you  wou ld  
b e  w i l l i n g  t o  s ave  i t  ( t h o u g h  I  
c a n n o t  p ro m i s e  t h a t  yo u  wo u l d  
l e ave  you r  s i n ,  f o r  i t . )  Te l l  me,  
thou  Dr unka rd ,  th a t  a r t  so  c r ue l 
to me that speaks to thee, that thou  
woulds t  not  forbear  a  few cups  of  
d r i nk ,  i f  t hou  knewe s t  i t  wou l d  
s a ve  my  s o u l  f r o m  H e l l ?  H a d s t  
t hou  r a the r  I  d i d  bu r n  the re  f o r  
eve r  t h en  t hou  s hou l d s t  l ive  s o - 
ber ly  a s  other  men do? I f  so,  may  
I  no t  s ay,  thou a r t  an  unmerc i fu l  
monster,  and not a man? If  I  came  
hung r y  o r  n aked  to  one  o f  you r  
doo r s ,  wou l d  you  no t  p a r t  w i t h  
more then a cup of dr ink to relieve  
m e ?  I  a m  c o n f i d e n t  yo u  wo u l d :  
I f  i t  were to save my l i fe,  I  know  
you would  ( some o f  you)  hazza rd  
y o u r  o w n .  A n d  y e t  w i l l  y o u  
n o t  b e  e n t r e a t e d  t o  p a r t  w i t h  
yo u r  s e n s u a l  p l e a s u r e s  f o r  yo u r  
o w n  s a l v a t i o n ?  Wo u l d s t  t h o u  
forbear  an  hundred cups  o f  d r ink 
  man, 
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man,  to  save  my l i fe  i f  i t  were  in  
thy power, and wilt  thou not do it  
to  s ave  thy  own s ou l ?  I  p ro fe s s  to  
you S i r s ,  I  am a s  hear ty  a  beggar  
with you this day for the saving of  
your own soul s ,  a s  I  would be for  
my own supply i f  I  were forced to  
c o m e  a  b e g g i n g  t o  yo u r  d o o r s .  
And  the re fo re  i f  you  wou ld  hea r  
m e  t h e n ,  h e a r  m e  n ow.  I f  yo u  
would pi t ty  me then,  be intreated  
n ow  t o  p i t t y  yo u r  s e l ve s .  I  d o  
again beseech you, as i f  i t  were on  
my bended knees ,  tha t  you would  
h e a r ken  t o  you r  Rede eme r,  a nd  
t u r n  t h a t  y o u  m ay  l i v e .  A l l  yo u  
tha t  have  l ived  in  i gnorance,  and  
c a r e l e s n e s s ,  a n d  p re s u m p t i o n  t o  
t h i s  d ay :  A l l  you  th a t  h ave  been  
drowned in the cares of the world,  
a n d  h ave  n o  m i n d  o f  G o d  a n d  
eter nal  Glory:  a l l  you that  are en- 
s l aved  t o  you r  f l e s h l y  d e s i r e s  o f  
meat s  and dr inks ,  and spor t s ,  and  
l u s t s :  and  a l l  you  th a t  know no t 
  the 
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the necessity of holiness, and never  
were acquainted with the Sancti fy- 
ing work of  the Holy Ghost  upon  
you r  s ou l s ;  t h a t  n eve r  emb r a c ed  
your bles sed Redeemer by a l ive ly  
f a i t h ,  and  admi r ing  and  thank fu l  
apprehensions of his  love, and that  
never  fe l t  an h igher  e s t imat ion of  
God and Heaven ,  and an  hear t i e r  
Love to them then to your f le sh ly  
p ro spe r i t y  and  the  t h ing s  b e low.  
I  e a r ne s t l y  be seech  you  no t  on ly  
f o r  my  s a ke ,  b u t  f o r  t h e  L o rd s  
s a ke ,  a n d  f o r  yo u r  s o u l s  s a ke s ,  
that you go not on one day longer  
i n  yo u r  f o r m e r  c o n d i t i o n ,  b u t  
l o o k  a b o u t  y o u ,  a n d  c r y  t o  
G o d  f o r  c o nve r t i n g  g r a c e ,  t h a t  
you  may  be  made  new c re a tu re s ,  
a nd  may  e s c ape  t h e  p l a gue s  t h a t  
are a l i t t le before you. And i f  ever  
yo u  w i l l  d o  a n y  t h i n g  f o r  m e ,  
g r a n t  m e  t h i s  r e q u e s t ,  t o  Tu r n  
f r o m  yo u r  e v i l  wa i e s  a n d  l i ve .  
D e ny  m e  a ny  t h i n g  t h a t  e ve r  I 
  shall 
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shall ask you for my self , if you will  
but g rant me this. And if you deny  
me this, I care not for any thing else  
tha t  you  would  g ran t  me.  Nay  a s  
ever  you wi l l  do any th ing a t  the  
request  of  the Lord that  made you  
and  redeemed you ,  deny  h im not  
th i s :  For  i f  you deny him thi s ,  he  
c a re s  f o r  no t h i n g  t h a t  you  s h a l l  
g rant him. As ever you would have  
h im hea r  your  p r aye r s ,  and  g r an t  
your  reque s t s ,  and  do  fo r  you  a t  
the hour of death and day of judge- 
ment ,  o r  in  any  o f  your  ex t remi- 
ties, deny not his request now in the  
day of your prosper ity. Oh Sirs, be- 
l ieve it ,  Death and Judgement, and  
Heaven and Hel l  are other matter s  
when  you  come  nea r  them,  then  
they  seem to  car na l  eyes  a f a r  o f f .  
Then you would hear  such a mes- 
s a g e  a s  I  b r i n g  yo u  w i t h  m o r e  
awakened regardful hearts.
 P  WELL, 
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WELL,  though  I  c anno t  hope  
so wel l  of  a l l ,  wi l l  hope that  

some of  you are by thi s  t ime pur- 
pos ing to Tur n and Live;  and that  
you are ready to ask me, as the Jews  
d i d  P e t e r,  A c t s  2 . 37.  w h e n  t h ey  
were pr icked in their hearts, & said,  
Men and Brethren, what shal l  we do?  
How migh t  we  come to  be  t ru ly  c on- 
ve r t ed? We are  wi l l ing,  i f  we d id but  
kn ow  ou r  du t y.  God  f o r b i d  t h a t  w e  
should c hoose  des t ru c t ion,  by r e fus ing  
conversion, as hitherto we have done.]

I f  these be the thoughts and pur- 
poses  o f  your  hear t s ,  I  s ay  of  you  
as  God did of  a  promis ing people,  
D e u t .  5 . 2 8 ,  2 9 .  [ T h e y  h a v e  w e l l  
s a i d ,  a l l  t h a t  t h e y  h a ve  s p ok en ;  O  
that  there  were such an hear t  in them  
tha t  they would f ea r  me and keep a l l  
my  c ommand em en t s  a l wa i e s ! ]  You r  
Pu r po s e s  a re  good :  O th a t  t he re  
be but an hear t  in you to perfor m 
  these 
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these purposes !  And in hope here- 
of I shal l  gladly g ive you direction  
wha t  to  do,  and  tha t  bu t  b r i e f l y,  
that you may the easier Remember  
it for your Practice.

DIRECTION I.

IF  you  wou ld  b e  conve r t ed  and  
s ave d ,  l a b o u r  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  

ne ce s s i ty  and t rue  Nature  o f  Conve r- 
s ion:  For  what,  and f rom  what,  and  
to  what,  and by  what i t  i s  that you  
must Turn.

Con s i d e r  i n  wha t  a  l amen t a b l e  
condi t ion you are  t i l l  the hour of  
yo u r  c o nve r s i o n ,  t h a t  yo u  m ay  
see it is not a state to be rested in.  
You are  under  the gui l t  o f  a l l  the  
s ins  that  ever  you committed;  and  
under  the  wra th  o f  God,  and  the  
cu r s e  o f  h i s  L aw ;  you  a re  bond- 
s l aves  to  the Devi l ,  and da i ly  im- 
p l oye d  i n  h i s  wo r k ,  a g a i n s t  t h e 
 P 2 Lord, 
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Lord,  your se lves ,  and other s :  you  
are spir i tua l ly  dead and defor med,  
as  being void of  the holy l i fe,  and  
n a t u re ,  a nd  imag e ,  o f  t h e  Lo rd .  
You  a re  un f i t  f o r  any  ho l y  work  
and do nothing that i s  truly pleas- 
i n g  u n t o  G o d .  Yo u  a r e  w i t h o u t  
a ny  p rom i s e  o r  a s s u r a n c e  o f  h i s  
p ro t ec t ion :  and  l ive  in  con t inua l  
danger of  his  Just ice,  not knowing  
w h a t  h o u r  yo u  m ay  b e  s n a t c h t  
away to Hel l ,  and most  cer ta in to  
be damned i f  you die in that  con- 
d i t i o n .  A n d  n o t h i n g  s h o r t  o f  
Conve r s ion  c an  p reven t  i t .  Wha t  
ever  c iv i l i t i e s ,  or  amendments ,  or  
ver tues  are shor t  of  t rue conver s i- 
on ,  wi l l  never  procure  the  s av ing  
of  your souls .  Keep the true sense  
of this natural misery, and so of the  
nece s s i t y  o f  Conve r s i on  on  you r  
hearts.

A n d  t h e n  y o u  m u s t  u n d e r - 
s t and  wha t  i t  i s  to  be  conver t ed :  
I t  i s  to have a New Hear t  or  Dis-
  position, 
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p o s i t i o n ,  a n d  a  N ew  C o nve r s a - 
tion.

Q u e s t .  1 .  F o r  w h a t  m u s t  y o u  
Turn? 

A n s w.  F o r  t h e s e  e n d s  f o l l ow - 
ing,  which you may at ta in:  1.  You  
sha l l  immed i a t e l y  be  made  l iv ing  
Member s of Chr ist ,  and have inte- 
re s t  in  h im,  and be renewed a f te r  
the  Image o f  God,  and be  ador n- 
ed with all his graces, and quickned  
with a  new and heavenly l i fe,  and  
l ived  f rom the  ty r ann ie  o f  Sa t an ,  
and the dominion of sin, and be ju- 
s t i f ied f rom the cur se  o f  the Law,  
a n d  h ave  t h e  p a r d o n  o f  a l l  t h e  
s i n s  o f  you r  who l e  l ive s ,  and  be  
a c c e p t e d  o f  G o d ,  a n d  m a d e  h i s  
Sons ,  and have l iber ty  wi th bold- 
ness  to ca l l  h im Father,  and go to  
h im by  p r aye r  i n  a l l  you r  need s ,  
with a  promise of  acceptance;  you  
shal l  have the Holy Ghost to dwell  
in you, to sancti f ie and guide you:  
yo u  s h a l l  h ave  p a r t  i n  t h e  b ro -
  ther-hood, 
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the r-hood,  communion and  pray- 
er s  of  the Saints :  You shal l  be f i t- 
ted for Gods service,  and be freed  
f rom the Dominion of  s in,  and be  
use fu l l  and a  bles s ing to the p lace  
w h e r e  yo u  l i ve ;  a n d  s h a l l  h ave  
the  p romi se  o f  th i s  l i f e,  and  tha t  
which i s  to  come.  You sha l l  want  
n o t h i n g  t h a t  i s  t r u l y  g o o d  f o r  
you ,  and  you r  nece s s a r y  a f f l i c t i - 
ons  you sha l l  be  enabled  to  bear ;  
you may have some ta s te  o f  com- 
mun ion  w i t h  God  i n  t h e  Sp i r i t ,  
e spec i a l l y  in  a l l  ho ly  Ord inances ,  
whe re  God  p rep a re t h  a  f e a s t  f o r  
y o u r  s o u l s ;  s h a l l  b e  h e i r s  o f  
h e aven  wh i l e  you  l ive  on  e a r t h ,  
a n d  m a y  f o r - s e e  b y  f a i t h  t h e  
e v e r l a s t i n g  g l o r y,  a n d  s o  m a y  
l i ve  a n d  d i e  i n  p e a c e ;  a n d  yo u  
will never be so low, but your hap- 
piness wil l  be incomparably g reater  
then your misery.

H ow  p r e c i o u s  i s  e ve r y  o n e  o f  
t h e s e  b l e s s i n g s ,  w h i c h  I  d o  bu t 
  briefly 
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br iefly name, and which in this l ife  
you may receive!

And then 2 .  a t  dea th  your  sou l s  
sha l l  go to  Chr i s t ,  and a t  the  day  
o f  judgement  both  sou l  and body  
s h a l l  b e  Ju s t i f yed  and  G lo r i f i e d ,  
and  en te r  i n to  your  Mas t e r s  Joy :  
where  your  happines s  wi l l  cons i s t  
in these particulars.

1. You shall be perfected your selves: your  
m o r t a l  b o d i e s  s h a l l  b e  m a d e 
i m m o r t a l ,  a n d  t h e  c o r - 
ruptible shal l  put on incor ruption;  
you  sha l l  no  more  be  hung r y,  o r  
t h i r s t y,  o r  we a r y,  o r  s i c k :  n o r  
shall you need to fear either shame,  
or  sor row, or  death,  or  he l l .  Your  
soul s  sha l l  be per fect ly  f reed f rom  
s i n ,  a nd  p e r f e c t l y  f i t t e d  f o r  t h e  
knowledge, and love, and praises of  
the Lord.

2 .  Your  imp loymen t  sh a l l  be  to  
beho ld  your  g lo r i f i ed  Redeemer,  
with a l l  your holy fe l low. Cit izens  
o f  Heaven :  and  to  s ee  the  G lo r y 
 P 4 of 
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o f  t he  mos t  b l e s s ed  God ,  and  to  
Love him perfectly, and be beloved  
by him, and to praise him everlast- 
ingly.

3.  Your  g lor y  wi l l  cont r ibute  to  
the glory of the new Jerusalem, the  
Ci ty  o f  the  L iv ing  God,  which i s  
more then to have a pr ivate felicity  
to your selves.

4 .  Yo u r  G l o r y  w i l l  c o n t r i bu t e  
to the Glor ifying of your Redeem- 
er,  who wil l  ever las t ingly be mag- 
ni f ied and p leased in you that  a re  
the  t rava i l  o f  h i s  sou l :  and th i s  i s  
more  then the  Glor i fy ing  o f  your  
selves.

5.  And  the  e t e r na l  Ma je s t y,  the  
living God, will be glor if ied in your  
Glor y:  both a s  he i s  magni f ied by  
your  pra i se s ,  and a s  he  communi- 
cateth of his glory and goodness to  
you, and as he is pleased in you, and  
in the accompl i shment of  h i s  g lo- 
r i ou s  work s ,  i n  t he  g l o r y  o f  t he  
new Jerusalem, and of his Son.
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A l l  t h i s  t h e  p o o re s t  b e g g a r  o f  
you tha t  i s  Conver ted ,  sha l l  Cer- 
tainly and Endlesly enjoy.
2 .  Yo u  s e e  F o r  w h a t  yo u  m u s t  
Tu r n :  N e x t  y o u  m u s t  u n d e r - 
s t and ,  From  wha t  you mus t  Tur n :  
A n d  t h a t  i s ,  ( i n  a  wo r d )  F ro m  
yo u r  C a r n a l  S e l f ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e  
E n d  o f  a l l  t h e  U n c o n v e r t e d .  
F r o m  t h e  f l e s h  t h a t  wo u l d  b e  
p l e a s e d  b e f o r e  G o d ,  a n d  wo u l d  
s t i l l  b e  e n t i c i n g  y o u  t h e r e t o .  
F rom the  wor ld ,  tha t  i s  the  ba i t :  
And  f rom  t h e  Dev i l ,  t h a t  i s  t h e  
Angler  for  soul s  and the deceiver.  
And so from al l  known and wil ful l  
sin.
3 .  N e x t  y o u  m u s t  k n o w  To  
w h a t  yo u  m u s t  Tu r n :  A n d  t h a t  
i s ,  To God as your End. To Chr is t  
a s  the  way to  the  Fa ther :  To Ho- 
l iness as  the way appointed you by  
Chr ist: And so to the use of all the  
he lps  and means  of  g race a f forded  
you by the Lord.
 P 5 4. Lastly 
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4 .  L a s t l y,  yo u  m u s t  k n ow  B y  
wha t  you mus t  Tur n .  And tha t  i s ,  
by  Chr i s t  a s  the  on ly  Redeemer,  
and Interce s sor :  And by the  Holy  
Gho s t  a s  t h e  S an c t i f i e r :  And  by  
t h e  Wo r d  a s  h i s  I n s t r u m e n t  o r  
Means :  And by Fa i th  and Repen- 
t ance  a s  the  means  and  dut ie s  on  
your par t to be performed. All this  
is of necessity.

DIRECTION II.

IF  yo u  w i l l  b e  C o nve r t e d  a n d  
S aved ,  b e  mu c h  i n  s e c r e t  s e r i o u s  

C o n s i d e r a t i o n .  I n c o n s i d e r a t e n e s s  
u n d o e s  t h e  w o r l d .  W i t h d r a w  
your selves oft into retired secrecy,  
and there  be th ink you o f  the  end  
why  you  we re  made,  o f  t h e  l i f e  
you have l ived,  the t ime you have  
lo s t ,  the  s in  you have commit ted :  
o f  t h e  l ove ,  a n d  s u f f e r i n g s ,  a n d  
f u l n e s s  o f  Ch r i s t ;  o f  t h e  d ang e r 
  you 
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you are in; of the nearness of death  
and judgement; and of the cer tain- 
t y  and  exce l l ency  o f  t h e  Joy s  o f  
Heaven ;  and  o f  the  ce r t a in ty  and  
t e r rou r  o f  t h e  t o r men t s  o f  He l l ;  
and  the  E te r n i t y  o f  bo th :  and  o f  
the necessity of Conver sion and an  
holy l i fe. Steep your hear ts in such  
Considerations as these.

DIRECTION III.

IF  yo u  w i l l  b e  C o nve r t e d  a n d  
S ave d ,  a t t e n d  u p o n  t h e  w o r d  o f  

God ,  wh i c h  i s  t h e  o rd i n a r y  m e an s.  
Read the Scr ipture, or hear it read,  
a nd  o t h e r  ho l y  w r i t i n g s  t h a t  do  
app ly  i t  cons tant ly :  a t tend on the  
p u b l i ke  p r e a c h i n g  o f  t h e  Wo rd .  
As  God wi l l  l ighten the  wor ld  by  
the Sun,  and not by himsel f  a lone  
w i t h o u t  i t :  S o  w i l l  h e  C o nve r t  
and save men by his Ministers, who  
a r e  t h e  L i g h t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d , 
  Acts 
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Ac t s  2 6 . 17,  18 .  Mat .  5. 14 .  When  
h e  h a t h  m i r a c u l o u s l y  h u m b l e d  
Pau l ,  he  s ende th  h im to  Anan i a s,  
Ac t s  9 .10 .  and when he  ha th  sen t  
an Angel  to Corne l iu s,  i t  i s  but  to  
b id  h im send for  Pe t e r,  who mus t  
te l l  h im what he i s  to bel ieve and  
do.

DIRECTION IV.

BE t a k e  y o u r  s e l f  t o  G o d  i n  a 
c o u r s e  o f  e a r n e s t  c o n s t an t  P ray - 

e r :  Con fe s s  and  l amen t  your  fo r - 
mer l ives ,  and beg his  g race to i l- 
l u m i n a t e  a n d  C o nve r t  yo u .  B e - 
seech him to pardon what  i s  pas t ,  
a n d  t o  g i ve  yo u  h i s  S p i r i t ,  a n d  
change  your  hear t s  and l ive s ,  and  
lead you in his waies, and save you  
f ro m  t e m p t a t i o n s .  A n d  p l y  t h i s  
work daily and be not weary of it.
  DI-
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DIRECTION V.

PR e s e n t l y  g i v e  o v e r  y o u r  k n o w n  
a n d  w i l f u l  s i n s.  M a k e  a  s t a n d  

a n d  g o  t h a t  w a y  n o  f u r t h e r.  B e  
d r u n k  n o  m o r e :  b u t  a vo i d  t h e  
place and occasion of it .  Cast away  
your lusts and sinful pleasures with  
d e t e s t a t i o n .  C u r s e ,  a n d  s we a r ,  
and ra i l  no more:  and i f  you have  
wronged  any,  re s t o re,  a s  Za c h e u s  
d i d .  I f  yo u  w i l l  c o m m i t  a g a i n  
you r  o l d  s i n s ,  wha t  b l e s s i ng  c an  
you expect  on the means  for  your  
Conversion?

DIRECTION VI.

PR e s e n t l y,  i f  p o s s i b l e ,  c h a n g e  
y o u r  C o m p a n y ,  i f  i t  h a v e  

h i t h e r t o  b e e n  b a d .  No t  by  fo r s ak - 
ing  your  neces s a r y  Rela t ions ,  but 
  you 
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your  unnece s s a r y  s in fu l  compani- 
ons ;  and j oyn your  s e lve s  wi th  those  
t h a t  f e a r  t h e  Lo rd ,  and  enqu i re  o f  
t hem the  way  to  he aven ,  Ac t s  9 . 
19, 26. Psal. 15.4.

DIRECTION VII.

DE l i v e r  u p  y o u r  s e l v e s  t o  t h e  
L o r d  J e s u s  a s  t h e  P h y s i t i a n  

o f  y o u r  s o u l s ;  t h a t  h e  m ay  p a r - 
don you by his blood, and sanctif ie  
you by his  Spir i t ,  by his  word and  
Min i s t e r s ,  the  in s t r ument s  o f  the  
S p i r i t .  He  i s  t h e  way,  t h e  t r u t h  
and  the  l i f e ;  t h e re  i s  no  coming  
t o  t h e  F a t h e r  bu t  by  h i m ,  J o h n  
1 4 . 6 .  N o r  i s  t h e r e  a n y  o t h e r  
n a m e  u n d e r  h e a ve n ,  b y  w h i c h  
you can  be  s aved ,  Ac t s  4 .12 .  S tu- 
dy  the re fo re  h i s  Pe r son  and  Na- 
tures ,  and what  he hath done and  
s u f f e red  f o r  you ;  and  wha t  he  i s  
to  you:  and what  he  wi l l  be,  and 
  how 
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how he i s  f i t ted to the ful l  supply  
of all your necessities.

DIRECTION. VIII.

IF  y o u  m e a n  i n d e e d  t o  Tu r n  
a n d  L ive ,  D o  i t  s p e e d i l y,  w i t h - 

o u t  d e l ay.  I f  yo u  b e  n o t  w i l l i n g  
to Turn to day, you be not wil l ing  
t o  d o  i t  a t  a l l .  R e m e m b e r ,  yo u  
a re  a l l  t h i s  wh i l e  i n  you r  b lood :  
under  the  gui l t  o f  many thousand  
s i n s ,  and  unde r  God s  wra th ,  and  
you stand at the very br ink of hell;  
t h e re  i s  bu t  a  s t e p  b e tween  you  
and  dea th .  And th i s  i s  not  a  ca se  
for a man that is well in his wits to  
be quiet  in.  Up therefore present- 
ly and f ly as  for your l ives :  as  you  
would be  gone out  o f  your  house  
i f  i t  we re  a l l  o n  f i r e  ove r  yo u r  
head. O i f  you did but know what  
cont inua l  danger  you l ive  in ,  and  
what dai ly unspeakable loss you do 
  sustain, 
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s u s t a i n ,  a n d  w h a t  a  s a f e r  a n d  
swee t e r  l i f e  you  m igh t  l ive ,  you  
would not  s tand t r i f l ing ,  but  pre- 
s en t l y  t u r n .  Mu l t i t ude s  m i s c a r r y  
tha t  wi l fu l l y  de l ay  when they  a re  
conv in ced  t h a t  i t  mu s t  b e  done.  
Your l ives are shor t and uncer tain:  
and what a case are you in if you die  
b e f o re  yo u  t h ro u g h l y  t u r n !  Yo u  
h ave  s t a i d  t oo  l ong  a l re ady :  and  
wronged God too long; s in getteth  
strength and rooting while you de- 
l ay.  Yo u r  C o nve r s i o n  w i l l  g row  
more hard and doubtful .  You have  
much to do; and therefore put not  
a l l  of f  to the last ,  lest  God for sake  
you, and give you up to your selves,  
and then you are undone for ever. 
  DI-
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DIRECTION IX.

IF  yo u  w i l l  Tu r n  a n d  L i ve ,  d o  
i t  u n r e s e r v e d l y,  a b s o l u t e l y  a n d  

un i v e r s a l l y  Th i nk  no t  t o  c a p i t u - 
l a te  wi th  Chr i s t ,  and dev ide  your  
hear t  be twixt  h im and the  wor ld ;  
a nd  t o  p a r t  w i t h  s ome  s i n s ,  a nd  
keep  the  re s t ;  and  to  l e t  go  tha t  
wh ich  your  f l e sh  c an  spa re.  Th i s  
i s  bu t  s e l f -de lud ing :  you  mus t  in  
h e a r t  a n d  r e s o l u t i o n  f o r s a ke  a l l  
tha t  you have,  or  e l se  you cannot  
be  h i s  D i s c i p l e s ,  Luke  14 . 2 6 ,  33.  
I f  you wil l  not take God and Hea- 
ven for your portion, and lay all be- 
low at  the feet  of  Chr i s t ,  but  you  
mu s t  n e ed s  a l s o  h ave  you r  good  
t h ing s  he re,  and  h ave  an  e a r t h l y  
por tion, and God and Glory is  not  
enough  f o r  you ;  i t  i s  i n  va i n  t o  
dream of sa lvat ion on these ter ms:  
For it will not be. If you seem never 
  so 
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so Relig ious, if yet it be but a Car- 
na l  Re l ig iousnes s ,  and the  f l e shes  
p ro spe r i t y,  o r  p l e a su re,  o r  s a f e t y  
be sti l l  excepted in your devotedness  
to God, this  i s  as  cer ta in a way to  
death as  open prophaneess ,  though  
it be more plausible. 

DIRECTION X.

IF  yo u  w i l l  Tu r n  a n d  L i ve ,  d o  
i t  R e s o l v e d l y,  a n d  s t a n d  n o t  

s t i l l  d e l i b e r a t i ng ,  a s  i f  i t  we re  a  
doubt fu l  ca se.  S tand not  waver ing  
a s  i f  y o u  w e r e  y e t  u n c e r t a i n ,  
whe the r  God  o r  the  f l e sh  be  the  
b e t t e r  Ma s t e r :  o r  whe t h e r  He a - 
ven or  Hel l  be the bet ter  End;  or  
whether sin or holiness be the bet- 
t e r  w a y.  B u t  a w a y  w i t h  y o u r  
f o r m e r  l u s t s ,  a n d  p re s e n t l y,  h a - 
b i t u a l l y,  f i x e d l y  R e s o l v e :  B e  
n o t  o n e  d ay  o f  o n e  m i n d ,  a n d
  the 
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t he  nex t  o f  ano the r ;  bu t  be  a t  a  
p o i n t  w i t h  a l l  t h e  wo r l d ,  a n d  
Resolvedly g ive up your selves and  
a l l  you  have  to  God .  Now whi l e  
you are reading or hear ing this Re- 
s o l ve .  B e f o re  yo u  s l e e p  a n o t h e r  
n i g h t  R e s o l ve .  B e f o r e  yo u  s t i r  
from the place Resolve. Before Sa- 
tan have t ime to take you off ,  Re- 
so lve.  You never  Tur n indeed  t i l l  
you  do  Reso lve ;  and  tha t  w i th  a  
firm unchangeable Resolution.

So much for the Directions.

AN D  n o w  I  h a v e  d o n e  m y  
p a r t  i n  t h i s  wo r k ,  t h a t  yo u  

m a y  Tu r n  a t  t h e  C a l l  o f  G o d  
a n d  L ive .  W h a t  w i l l  b e c o m e  o f  
i t ,  I  c anno t  t e l l .  I  h ave  c a s t  t h e  
s e ed  a t  God s  command ;  bu t  i t  i s  
no t  in  my  power  to  g ive  the  in - 
c re a s e.  I  c an  go  no  fu r the r  w i th 
  my
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my mes s age :  I  c annot  b r ing  i t  to  
your  hea r t s ,  no t  make  i t  work .  I  
cannot do your parts for your, to en- 
ter ta in i t  and consider of  i t  Nor I  
c annot  do  Gods  p a r t ,  by  open ing  
your  hear t  to  cause  you to enter- 
t a in  i t :  Nor  can I  shew you Hea- 
ven or Hel l  to your eye-s ight,  nor  
g ive you new and tender hear ts .  I f  
I  knew what  more to do for  your  
Conve r s i on ,  I  hope  I  s hou l d  do  
it

Bu t  O  t h o u  t h a t  a r t  t h e  g r a c i o u s  
Fa t h e r  o f  S p i r i t s,  t h a t  h a s t  s w o r n  
thou del ightest  not in the death of the  
w i c k e d ,  b u t  r a t h e r  t h a t  t h e y  Tu r n  
a n d  L i v e,  d e ny  n o t  t hy  b l e s s i n g  t o  
t h e s e  P e r s w a s i o n s  a n d  D i r e c t i o n s ;  
and  su f f e r  n o t  t h i n e  en em i e s  t o  t r i- 
u m p h  i n  t h y  s i g h t ;  a n d  t h e  g r e a t  
d e c e i v e r  o f  s o u l s,  t o  p r e va i l  a g a i n s t  
t h e  Son ,  t hy  Sp i r i t ,  and  t hy  Word .  
O  p i t t y  p o o r  U n c o n v e r t e d  s i n n e r s,  
tha t  have  no t  hea r t s  t o  p i t ty  o r  he lp  
t h e m s e l v e s .  C o m m a n d  t h e  b l i n d 
  to 
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t o  s e e,  and the  dea f  t o  hea r,  and the  
dead to l ive: and let not sin and death  
be able to res i s t  thee.  Awaken the se- 
c u r e ;  Re s o l v e  t h e  un r e s o l v e d ;  Con - 
f i r m  t h e  wave r i n g :  and  l e t  t h e  e ye s  
of sinners that read these lines, be next  
emp loyed  in  weep ing  ove r  th e i r  s in s ;  
and  b r ing  th em to  th emse l ve s  and  t o  
thy Son, be fore thei r  s in have brought  
t h em  t o  p e r d i t i o n .  I f  t h o u  s ay  bu t  
the  word,  these  poor  endeavours  sha l l  
prosper to the winning of  many a soul  
t o  t h e i r  e v e r l a s t i n g  J oy,  a n d  t h i n e  
everlasting glory, Amen.

Finitur, 1656. Decemb. 31.
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