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Southern District of New- York, &c.

************ ** L. S. ** ************
BE IT REMEMBERED, tha t  on the  tenth 

day o f  Apr i l  in  the  for ty  second year  o f 
t h e  I ndependenc e  o f  t h e  Un i t e d  S t a t e s  o f 
Amer i c a ,  Jo shua  Bradley  o f  t h e  s a i d  D i s - 

tr ict ,  hath deposited in this off ice the t i t le of a Book the 
r ight  whereof  he c la ims a s  author  and propr ie tor  in  the 
words and figures following, to wit :

“Accounts  o f  Rel ig ious  Reviva l s ,  in  many par t s  o f  the 
“United-States  f rom 1815 to 1818.  Col lected f rom nume- 
“rous  Publ icat ions  and Let ter s  f rom per sons  of  p iety and 
“ c o r r e c t  i n f o r m a t i o n .  B y  Jo s h ua  B rad l e y,  A .  M . 
“Albany, N. Y.”

The Lord hath done great things for us.
He hath not dealt so with any nation.
Declare his doings among the people.
 Scripture.
In conformity to an Act of  the Congress  of  the United 

S t a t e s ,  e n t i t l e d  “ A n  A c t  f o r  t h e  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  o f 
Lea r n ing ,  by  secur ing  the  cop ie s  o f  Maps ,  Char t s ,  and 
Books to the author s and propr ietor s of such copies,  dur- 
ing  the  t ime  the re in  ment ioned .” And  a l so  to  an  Ac t , 
ent i t l ed ,  “an Act ,  supp lementar y  to  an  Act ,  ent i t l ed  an 
Act  for  the encouragement  of  Lear ning,  by secur ing the 
cop ie s  o f  Maps ,  Char t s ,  and  Books  to  the  au thor s  and 
propr ietor s of such copies ,  dur ing the t imes therein men- 
t ioned,  and extending the benef i t s  thereof  to the ar t s  of 
de s i gn ing ,  eng r av ing ,  and  e t ch ing  h i s to r i c a l  and  o the r 
prints.”

 JAMES DILL,
 Clerk of the Southern District of New York by
 EDWARD TRENOR,
 Asst. Clerk.
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PREFACE.
∑

Pure  re l ig ion i s  o f  in f in i te  impor tance  to  
man .  I t  no t  on ly  d i s gu i s e s  the  od iou sne s s  
of  s in ,  but  the benevolence of  God in sen- 
ding his Son into the world to save al l  them  
t h a t  b e l i e ve .  W h e r e ve r  i t  i s  r e c e i ve d ,  
soul s  a re  reconci led unto God,  through the  
a toning mer i t s  of  Jesus ,  and abound in joys  
unutterable.

P r o p h e t s  a n d  A p o s t l e s  h a ve  s p e c i f i e d  
t he  t ime s  and  p l a ce s  i n  wh i ch  the  Sp i r i t  
moved upon the hear ts of many, and brought  
them f rom da rkne s s  in to  mar ve l lou s  l i gh t .  
S ince  the i r  d ay s ,  t he  s e r van t s  o f  Je su s  i n  
eve r y  age  have  t e s t i f i ed  o f  the  de scen t  o f  
the Spir i t  and i t s  in f luences  upon mankind.  
S ince  1790 ,  a lmos t  ever y  S ta te  in  Amer ica  
has been blessed with revivals.

To  embody  a l l  t h a t  h a s  appea red  in  va - 
r ious  fo r ms  s ince  th i s  g lo r ious  work  com- 
m e n c e d  wo u l d  f i l l  m a ny  vo l u m e s .  T h e  
wr i t e r,  the re fo re,  p re sumes  tha t  th i s  sma l l  
b o o k  c o m p i l e d  f ro m  nu m e ro u s  a c c o u n t s  
o f  r e v i va l s  s i n c e  t h e  c o m m e n c e m e n t  o f  
1815  t o  1818 ,  w i th  t he  add i t i on  o f  s ome  
tha t  have  no t  been  publ i shed ,  may  be  ac- 
c ep t ab l e  to  thou s and s .  Th i s  work  w i l l  be 



iv preface.

put into the hands of  mult i tudes ,  who have  
not  read the magaz ines  tha t  abound in  our  
coun t r y.  And  many  who  re ad  t h em ,  may  
wish to obta in thi s  work,  that  i s  so le ly de- 
signed to br ing to view from a cloud of wit- 
nes se s ,  the  agency of  the  Spi r i t  in  regene- 
r a t i on .  A s  t h i s  i s  h i s  d e s i gn ,  h e  f l a t t e r s  
himsel f ,  that  no individual ,  that  no denomi- 
n a t i on  o f  Chr i s t i an s ,  w i l l  b e  o f f ended  a t  
h i s  l e av ing  ou t  o f  the  a ccoun t s  p re s en t ed  
h im fo r  pub l i c a t i on ,  eve r y  th ing ,  t h a t  he  
cons ider s  incons i s t en t  wi th  the  be s t  in ten- 
t ions of his  hear t ,  to make this  volume bear  
a  r i c h  va r i e t y  o f  d e c l a r a t i o n s  o f  p e a c e ,  
harmony and good will to men.

W i t h  g r a t i t u d e  h e  a c k n ow l e d g e s  t h e  
re c ep t i on  o f  many  exc e l l en t  l e t t e r s  upon  
rev iva l s  f rom mini s te r s  o f  d i f f e rent  denom- 
ina t ions ,  and more than two thousand sub- 
s c r ibe r s .  May  i t  p l ea se  Him who d ied  fo r  
s inner s ,  s t i l l  to appear in his  g lor y to bui ld  
up Zion, unti l  the whole ear th is  f i l led with  
the knowledge of  h i s  s a lva t ion,  and a l l  na- 
tions bow before him, and call him blessed.

Wi t h  s e n t imen t s  o f  h i gh  e s t e em ,  I  b e g  
l e a ve  t o  s u b s c r i b e  my s e l f  t h e  p u b l i c ’s  
a f f e c t i on a t e  f r i e nd ,  a nd  t h e  chu rch ’s  d e - 
voted servant.

JOSHUA BRADLEY.
Albany, (N. Y.) Feb. 1819.
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The  names  o f  min i s t e r s  who  have  e i the r  
s e n t  m e  l e t t e r s  u p o n  r e v i v a l s ,  o r  f ro m  
whose composi t ions ,  that  have appeared be- 
fore  the  publ ick ,  I  have made ext rac t s ,  a re 
Rev. Dr, Green, President of N. J. College.

Dr. J. Coe B. Titcomb
Dr. Clarke J. Tripp
P. Cook S. Sterns
D. Dodge P. Crosby
H. Marshall N. Dodge
S. Goodale J. Higbee
O. Robinson R. Cusliman
S. Dexter J. Elliot
E. Hunting H. Dickson
T. Rand B. Lane
D. Merrill E. Hebard
B. Perkins M. Thomas
J. Spalding C. Phileo
L. Parsons W. Wisner
C. Fuller J. Jefferies
A. Jackson C. Ten Eych
J. Bostwick J. D. Gardiner
A. Messer S. Luckey
A. Parmelee A. Benuet
F. Fisk L. Hall
H. Chapman S. G. Roszel
J. Peck W. Richards
O. Osgood N. Dutton.

I  have not  only  made use  of  the wr i t ings  
o f  t he s e  m in i s t e r s  o f  d i f f e ren t  denomina -
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t ions ;  but  a l so  of  the nar ra t ives  o f  Synods ,  
P r e s by t e r i e s ,  C o nve n t i o n s ,  A s s o c i a t i o n s ,  
and  eve r y  pub l i c a t i on ,  upon  rev iva l s  t h a t  
h a s  come  w i th in  my  know ledge,  and  t h e  
plan of my book.

∑
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RELIGIOUS REVIVALS,

From 1815, to 1818.

∑

Acworth, (N. H.)
Noth ing  h a s  a pp e a red  l i ke  a  r ev iva l  

in thi s  town unt i l  1814 .  In thi s  year  the  
Rev.  P.  Cook was  orda ined.  At  the f i r s t  
communion after his  consecrat ion, s ixteen  
of fered themselves  to the church.  Imme- 
d ia te ly  a f ter  th i s ,  in s tances  o f  indiv idua l  
convict ion made their  appearance in di f- 
fe rent  par t s  o f  the  soc ie ty  and one and  
another were made to re joice in God. A  
so lemn and s t r i c t  a t t en t ion was  pa id  to  
the word preached, and the good work pro- 
g re s s e d  g r a du a l l y  un t i l  S ep t .  1816 .  I n  
which time about sixty were added to the  
church.  Ever y sea t  in  the house of  God  
wa s  f i l l ed ,  no t  w i th  d rowsy  ina t t en t ive  
he a re r s ,  bu t  w i th  awakened  immor t a l s ,  
hanging on the lips of the speaker with al- 
mos t  b rea th l e s s  a t t en t ion ;  look ing  a s  i f 
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their everlast ing al l  depended on the pro- 
per improvement of a single sermon. Nei- 
ther were the people satisf ied with attend- 
ing merely on the duties of the sanctuary.  
Conference meet ings  were  e s tabl i shed in  
d i f f e ren t  pa r t s  o f  the  soc ie ty,  and  were  
a t tended wi th  increa s ing  in te re s t .  About  
th i s  t ime our  winter  school s  began:  and  
several  of them enjoyed the s ingular bles- 
sing of pious young men to instruct them.  
Fee l ing  tha t  re spons ib i l i t y,  wh ich  eve r y  
guardian of youth who knows the worth of  
the soul will feel, they blended divine with  
human  l e a r n i ng ;  a nd  wh i l e  t h ey  we re  
care fu l  in teaching “the young idea how  
to shoot,” they were no less  anxious that  
its first growth should be heavenward.

In a school in the western part of the so- 
ciety, a regular cour se of bibl ical  instruc- 
t ion was introduced. Quest ions were pro- 
posed  week ly,  and  one  even ing  in  each  
week se t  apar t  for  the i r  d i scus s ion.  The  
answer s  to these  ques t ions  were required  
i n  s c r i p tu r a l  l anguage.  A s  soon  a s  th i s 
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mode of instruction was introduced, a vi- 
s ible alteration was seen in many scholar s.  
They began to discover a g reater relish for  
the  sc r ip ture s .  In  sea rch ing  fo r  the  an- 
swer s  to their  quest ions ,  they fe l t  an in- 
creasing desire to know more of the lively  
oracles of divine truth. Every vacant mo- 
ment when relieved from their other school  
exercises,  the bible was taken up, and the  
unheeded tear which now and then would  
d rop  over  the  s ac red  page,  showed tha t  
i t s  p rec iou s  s en t iment s  pene t r a t ed  the i r  
h e a r t s .  O n  Tu e s d ay  eve n i n g ,  J a n .  14 ,  
1817 ,  when assembled as usual for the dis- 
cus s ion of  thei r  scr iptura l  ques t ions ,  oc- 
cur red a  scene on which memory dwel l s  
with delight; and which no doubt excited  
those fresh acclamations of joy in heaven,  
which takes place on the return of every  
penitent sinner.

The house on a  sudden became a l i t t le  
Pentecos t .  The f i r s t  ques t ion which was  
asked a young woman of twenty year s  of  
a g e ,  wa s ,  W h a t  i s  r e g e n e r a t i o n ?  S h e 
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rose, attempted to answer, f ailed, and sunk  
under the weight of a wounded spir it. The  
next  in  order  was  ca l l ed  upon,  but  was  
unable  to  rep ly,  f rom the same cause  a s  
the for mer.  The third i s sued in the same  
manner ;  and in a few minutes the whole  
school consisting of about twenty six, were  
overwhelmed in a f lood of penitent g r ief :  
and cr ies such as these were heard in every  
par t  of  the room; How can I  l ive!  What  
shal l  I  do! God be merci ful  to me a s in- 
ner !  With these were mingled the pres s- 
i n g  a n x i o u s  r e q u e s t ,  D o  d e a r  m a s t e r ,  
pray for me—pray for me in particular.

I n  t h i s  s c ene  o f  g ene r a l  d i s t re s s ,  t h e  
master,  though no s t ranger at  the throne  
of g race, and who had previously attended  
prayer s in his  school dai ly,  was too much  
ag itated by the occasion to govern his pas- 
s ions to commend his  pupi l s  to the Lord  
Je su s .  At  th i s  t ime there  was  s i t t ing  in  
the midst of this weeping assembly, a young  
man,  who was remarkably del ivered f rom  
the dominion of sin, and made a trophy of 



 revivals 17

redeeming  love  a  f ew day s  be fore :  who  
had but just  found a throne of  g race for  
humble  suppl iant s  to  approach:  and who  
pos se s sed no d i s t ingui sh ing qua l i f i ca t ions  
to  f i t  h im to  recommend h i s  de spa i r ing  
school-mates to the mercy of God.—Seeing  
the  per turba t ion o f  the  mas te r,  and the  
distress  which prevai led on every s ide, he  
rose,  and wi th apparent  composure  sa id ,  
L e t  u s  p r ay.  H e  p r aye d :  a n d  i t  wa s  
evident God heard: for he was an instru- 
ment of his own choosing. A modest youth,  
naturally diff ident, a new born soul of yes- 
te rday,  commit t ing  in  l anguage  per fec t ly  
appropr i a t e,  the  want s  o f  h i s  d i s t re s s ed  
companions to that wonder-working God,  
who alone is able to forg ive sins, and im- 
par t  sp i r i tua l  l i f e  to  the  sou l .  I t  was  a  
scene suff iciently interesting to rouse from  
le thargy the most  s tupid s inner and kin- 
d le  wi th in him a  l ive ly  sensa t ion of  the  
day  o f  judgment .  When th i s  p rayer  was  
ended ,  the  mas te r  had  so  f a r  recovered  
himself , as to he able to offer up a fervent 
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petit ion in behalf  of his school. When he  
closed, i t  was thought expedient to invite  
some of the neighbours to come and behold,  
this exhibition of the ter rours of the Lord.  
Two men, professor s, who had children in  
the school, were called. One of these next  
took his turn in prayer. After some conversa- 
tion, the forementioned young man, next the  
master, then the neighbour, each a second  
time sought in prayer for that g race which  
a lone could help in such a t ime of need.  
By this time the evening was far spent, and  
p roposa l s  were  made  to  re t i re.  Pu t  the  
s cho la r s  unan imous ly,  were  unwi l l ing  to  
leave the house or separate from each other.  
The impress ion which seized their minds,  
seemed to be, that i t  would be depar t ing  
from the immediate presence of Jehovah.— 
The exc lamat ion of  Jacob was  s t r ik ing ly  
ve r i f i e d ;  a nd  h e  wa s  a f r a i d  a nd  s a i d ,  
how dread fu l  i s  th i s  p l ace !  th i s  i s  none  
other but the house of God, and this is the  
g a t e  o f  h e ave n .  A f t e r  mu c h  i n t r e a t y,  
they were, however, persuaded to go home  
to their respective families.
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Next morning, information being receiv- 
ed of what had taken place, a conference,  
meeting was appointed at 1  o’clock, P.M.  
Here was a spectacle presented which must  
h ave  exc i t ed  the  admi r a t i on  o f  ange l s .  
Each scholar holding in his hand the Bible,  
Tes t ament ,  o r  Wat t s ’ p s a lms  and  hymns ,  
and searching for his l i fe for that spir itual  
bread which if a man eat, he shall l ive for  
eve r.  The  a s s emb l y  wa s  l a r g e .  Du r i ng  
th i s  meet ing,  many became convinced of  
their lost condition, and began to think it  
high t ime to awake out of s leep, and cal l  
on  God  be fo re  they  pe r i shed .  On th i s  
melting occasion, the stoutest hear t seem- 
ed to dissolve l ike wax before an increas- 
ing  f i re.  The  Fr iday  even ing  fo l lowing ,  
the weekly conference returned in the cen- 
t re  d i s t r i c t .  Here  a t  an  ea r l y  hour  wa s  
presented the l i t t le band, l i tera l ly c lad in  
the armour of the gospel: holding in their  
hands  the  sure  d i rec tor y  to  e ter na l  l i f e.  
I t  was  proposed that  each scholar  should  
read  some pa s s age,  p s a lm or  hymn,  de-
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scr ipt ive of  the s ta te  of  h i s  mind.  Some  
by this t ime were delivered from the bur- 
den of  s in,  which had so heavi ly pressed  
them down, and that  hope which br ings  
comfor t  to  ever y  t r ue  be l iever  in  Je sus ,  
had begun to ir radiate the soul.—This was  
known f rom the  sub jec t  read .  To hear t s  
l ike these, the sentiments contained in the  
136th Psalm C. M. were found to be in per- 
fect unison, as were those of the 51s t  Ps.  
to many other s, who seemed overwhelmed  
by the waves of contr i t ion; whose tremu- 
lous voices f altered as they read, and often  
before the subject  was  ended,  d ied away  
in the s i lence,  of  g r ie f .  I t  must  be con- 
fessed, that the chr is t ian spectator needed  
a moments reflection, to determine whether  
the g round on which he stood was purely  
e a r t h l y.  I t  wa s  ev i d en t  t h a t  t h e  Ho l y  
Spir i t  was there. Many while the scholar s  
were reading received for the f ir st t ime in  
their hear ts, a pointed ar row from the qui- 
ver of the Almighty, and l ike their fel low  
sufferer s on the day of Pentecost were led 
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to cry out,  Men and brethren, what shal l  
we do? The work spread powerfully.

Next morning, another school in the east  
par t of the town assembled for their usual  
school  exerc i se s ,  and i t  was  soon d i sco- 
vered that  the master  was complete ly in- 
capac i ta ted to proceed with hi s  ordinar y  
instruct ions,  on account of the weight of  
conviction which lay on his mind. Fifteen  
of his eldest scholar s were immediately in  
a  s imi l a r  s i tua t ion ,  and in  a  shor t  t ime  
the neighbour s were ca l led to at tend this  
so lemn vi s ion,  and the school  was t rans- 
for med in to  a  re l ig ious  conference ;  and  
continued thus unti l  night.  For sometime  
after this. not a day returned, without the  
joyful tidings that some one was convicted,  
or some one made happy by being recon- 
ci led to God through the mer its  of a Sa- 
viour.

This  revival  spread i t s  benign inf luences  
into other schools, and many souls in this  
town have g iven evidences that they were  
s ea led  for  heaven .  May parent s  f ee l  the 
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impor tance of  choos ing pious  ins t r uctor s  
for their children, and may the ministers of  
Christ be clothed with salvation.

————

Wilmington, (Del.) 1815.
This  work made i t s  appearance,  ag reea- 

bly to God’s usual way, of gather ing souls  
under the banners of his abounding g race.  
The Rev. Mr. Dodge was a di s t inguished  
i n s t r u m e n t  o f  awa ke n i n g  s i n n e r s .  H i s  
brethren were brought into g reat  d i s t res s  
and  pe r p l ex i ty,  and  expec ted  tha t  the i r  
pas tor would leave them to manage their  
d i f f e rence s  wi thout  h i s  pe r sona l  a t t end- 
ance.  Amid the i r  t r ibu l a t ion ,  they  were  
enabled to  ca l l  on God.  He heard the i r  
prayer s ;  f r us t ra ted the ca lcula ted removal  
of Mr. D. poured out his spir it among them:  
set t led the church again in har mony, and  
crowded their house of worship with souls,  
who trembled at  the word and cr ied for  
mercy.  Mr.  D.  wa s  soon  so  deep ly  im-
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pressed with this singular display of divine,  
power, that he was constrained to alter his  
f o r mer  a r r angemen t s  abou t  l e av ing  the  
place, and enter with al l  his strength into  
the work that increased around him.

Every event seemed to augment the con- 
cer n of  mult i tudes .  The sudden death of  
a  young man a la r med many.  They v iew- 
ed, themselves advancing with al l  possible  
r ap id i ty  towards  the  drea r y  mans ions  o f  
u n a l t e r a b l e  m i s e r y.  T h e i r  i m p re s s i o n s  
were  so  g rea t ,  tha t  many  were  s c a rce ly  
able to leave the house where weeping, and  
s i g h s  a nd  p r aye r s  a bounded .  Mee t i n g s  
were  f requent .  Preaching ,  s ing ing ,  pray- 
ing,  and exhor t ing became ver y p lea sant  
work. The chi ldren of God were refresh- 
ed ,  and engaged in  the rev iva l  wi th in- 
creasing ardour.

Minis ter s  who vi s i ted thi s  p lace,  caught  
the  f i re s  o f  the  s anc tuar y,  and preached  
Jesus with power. The si t t ing of the Del- 
aware Association afforded the people much  
en t e r t a i nmen t .  Th i s  wa s  a  so l emn s e a -
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son. Many were wounded in their  hear ts . 
—Such a vast concourse attended, that the  
doo r s ,  w indows ,  a i s l e s ,  s t a i r - c a s e s ,  and  
y a rd ,  we r e  f u l l ;  a n d  a  nu m b e r  we n t  
away,  who could not get  near enough to  
hear  the  speaker s :  the  work went  on so  
powerfully, that it became impracticable to  
d i smis s  the people as  usua l .  Many would  
meet Mr. D. at the pulpit stair s, crying for  
mercy, often oblig ing him to spend one or  
two hours after preaching in conver sation.  
One day while he was speaking, one of his  
deacons  in for med h im,  there  were  some  
young men in  the  ga l l e r y  who were  so  
much a f fec ted ,  they could not  leave the  
house, and wished him to go up and con- 
ver se  wi th  them. He crowded a long the  
aisle, speaking to many, till he came to the  
foot of the stair s, which he ascended; and,  
O! who can tell the feelings of his heart in  
seeing a number of young men pour ing out  
the penitentia l  tear,  and each one saying,  
I  f e a r  I  have  s inned  s o  muc h ,  I  c an  neve r  
be  fo rg iven!  The people crowded up f rom 
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be low,  and about  an  hour  was  spent  in  
p re a ch ing  Chr i s t  un to  t hem.  Th i s  wa s  
none other than the house of God and the  
gate of heaven.

The  happy  sub jec t s  o f  th i s  work  have  
been pr incipally youths from 14 to 25 years  
of  age.  One of  only 11  year s  obta ined a  
comfor table hope. The exper ience of this  
chi ld was very interes t ing.  One day af ter  
relating many things, much to the satisf ac- 
t ion of  Mr.  D. he inter rogated her thus ;  
How does  your  pa s t  l i f e  appear  in  your  
view? She repl ied, O very black. Do you  
fee l  a  ha t red to  your  for mer  ways?  Yes ,  
Sir, I do feel a g reat hatred to them. Why  
do  you  ha t e  them?  Becau s e  God  ha t e s  
them. Do you think God would be just to  
send you to hel l  for  your s ins?  Yes ,  S i r,  
I do, and wonder he has not done it long  
ago.  How do  you  expec t  to  be  s aved ?  
Through the Lord Jesus Chr ist .  How does  
Chr ist  appear in your view? O! very pre- 
c ious ;  one a l together lovely.  Do you feel  
so much love for Jesus that you could forsake 
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a l l  f o r  h im?  O ye s ,  S i r ,  I  cou l d  f o r - 
sake f ather,  and mother,  and a l l  my bro- 
thers, and sister s, for him, and every thing  
else in the world. This work spread among  
o the r  cong reg a t i on s .  The  Rev.  Me s s r s .  
Blackburn and Patter son, of the Presbyte- 
r ian denomination were g reat ly blessed in  
their visit and preaching in this place. The  
Spir it  descended, and every cheek appear- 
ed bathed in tear s,  and many cr ied, What  
s h a l l  we  do  t o  b e  s aved .  The  p eop l e  
might truly say, on that occasion:

Let all with thankful hearts confess, 
Thy welcome messengers of peace; 
Thy power in their report he found, 
And let thy feet behind them sound.

North Haven, (Conn.)
The Baptist Society in this town was or- 

g an i z ed  by  t he  au tho r.  The  s p i r i t  d e - 
scended upon it and about f ifty were hope- 
ful ly conver ted in 1810  and 1811 .  In June 
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1811 ,  a  re spec t able  counc i l  o f  min i s t e r s  
and delegates convened and gave the young  
conve r t s  app roba t ion  a s  a  chu rch .  The  
revival continued g radual ly for nearly two  
year s .  In 1813  the author moved to Ver- 
mont ,  and  they  remained de s t i tu te  o f  a  
pastor unti l  1817 .  Yet they held meetings  
regu l a r l y  eve r y  Lord ’s  day,  and  en joyed  
the g ifts of ministers more than half of the  
time.

Darkness began to cover the people, and  
ever y  pro fe s sor  compla ined  o f  s tup id i ty.  
They felt unwilling to live at this cold dis- 
tance, from the li fe cheer ing beams of the  
s un  o f  r i gh t eou sne s s .  The re f o re ,  s ome  
more sensibly affected, than others, with a  
sense of their backslidings, and God’s usu- 
al  way of vis i t ing his people, proposed to  
spend a day in f as t ing and prayer.  A day  
was appointed, and the church and a few  
other s assembled. This was in Sept.  1815 .  
He who never was absent when his people  
unite to pray, made them feel the weight of  
their sins. They sighed and wept, not only 
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for their own souls, but for the conversion  
of other s .  Two young women were awak- 
ened a t  th i s  meet ing.  The church began  
to revive.  From this  t ime two conference  
meetings were at tended in a week. These  
meet ing s  were  soon c rowded,  and many  
soul s  were moved to cr y for  mercy.  The  
exhor tat ions of  the brethren were g reat ly  
blessed. Minister s were cal led to vis i t  this  
people ;  and,  ble s sed be  God,  they came  
in the name of Him, who is  exalted as a  
Pr ince and a Saviour,  for  to g ive repen- 
t ance  to  I s r ae l ,  and  forg ivenes s  o f  s in s .  
They could say, Our Gospel came not unto  
you in word only, but also, in power, and  
in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance.

T h e  R e v.  M e s s r s .  B l a ke s l y,  B e n t l y,  
Ta lmage,  Mi l l e r,  Bo l l e s  o f  To l l and ,  and  
many other s ,  came over  and laboured to  
the satisf action of saints, and the alarming  
of  the ungodly.  These minis ter s  were in- 
s t r umen t a l  i n  bu i l d ing  up  z ion  in  th i s  
town. Mr.  Blakes ley,  being the f i r s t  who  
c ame,  a f t e r  t h e  commencemen t  o f  t h e 



 revivals 29

rev iva l ,  was  most  d i s t ingui sh ing ly  owned  
and crowned with success. He spent much  
time in preaching, visit ing, and exhor ting,  
From house to house. The power of God  
was felt in every par t of the society. Every  
meeting was numerous, although the roads,  
s to r ms ,  and  o ther  c i rcums tance s  a t t end- 
ant on the seasons, combined like an army  
to garrison the people in their houses.

In the t ime of  th i s  re f reshing f rom the  
p re sence  o f  the  Lord  many exper ienced  
renovating g race, and about 40  joined the  
church.  This  work l ike most  awakenings ,  
wa s  p r inc ipa l l y  among  the  you th s ;  ye t ,  
there were two or three instances of con- 
version among those of 30 or 40 years old.  
This people stil l continue in spir itual pros- 
per ity. O Lord, save thy people, and bless  
thine inher itance; feed them also, and l i f t  
them up for ever.

∑

Salisbury, (N. H.)
A  number  o f  Chr i s t i an s  i n  th i s  p l a ce  

held a prayer meeting every week for some 
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t ime  be fo re  the  rev iva l  began .  In  Ju l y  
1815 ,  they were much, encouraged in be- 
seeching the Lord to revive his work; for  
several  young women who were employed  
in school keeping, were so deeply impress- 
ed that they were obliged to dismiss their  
pupi l s  for  some t ime,  not  be ing able  to  
di scharge the duties  expected from them.  
The  Holy  Sp i r i t  wa s  s en t  to  app ly  the  
balm of rich grace to their wounded hearts.

The  work  soon  sp re ad  w i th  g re a t  r a - 
p i d i t y :  b a l l - rooms  and  o the r  s c ene s  o f  
amusement were deser ted.  The s t i l l  smal l  
voice of  truth made i t s  way to the hear t  
without exciting, noise or enthusiasm.

In  the  commencement  o f  the  rev iva l  a  
g i r l  o f  12  year s ,  be ing in  g rea t  d i s t re s s ,  
sa id at  the close of one of the meetings;  
O how much precious t ime I  have spent  
in vanity!  How can the Lord have mercy  
on so g reat a s inner!  In a shor t t ime the  
Lord bes towed de l iver ing g race,  and her  
tongue uttered pra i se to her exal ted Re- 
deemer.  Many uni ted wi th  her  in  wa lk-
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ing in the paths of wisdom, and professing  
Jesus before men.

The ord inances  o f  the  gospe l  were  a t - 
tended with g reat solemnity, and peculiar- 
ly  ble s sed  to  number s .  In  le s s  than two  
months 49  were added to the Baptist ,  and  
a  cons iderable  number to the Cong rega- 
t i ona l  chu rch  i n  th i s  t own .  When  the  
Lord shal l  bui ld up zion, he shal l  appear  
in his glory.

∑

Sedgwich and Bluehill, (Me.)
P rev iou s l y  to  the  work ’s  beg inn ing  in  

these towns, the Lord had shed some mer- 
cy drops upon those westward. The breth- 
ren  appo in t ed  mee t i ng s  o f  f a s t i ng  and  
prayer, and the work appeared to progress  
towards the East.

I n  Feb.  1816 ,  t h e  Bap t i s t  m in i s t e r  i n  
Nobleborough, came on a visit to Bluehill.  
Under his preaching the work soon became  
v i s ible.  I t s  prog res s  was  so rapid,  that  i t 
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soon extended into every par t of the town.  
I t  was  so lemn and s t i l l ;  bu t  remarkably  
p owe r f u l .  I t s  s u b j e c t s  we r e  c h i l d r e n ,  
youths ,  and the middle aged.  Now, mul- 
t i tudes of thoughtless ,  g iddy youths, who,  
just before, were engaged in the height of  
van i t y,  we re  s e en  f l ock ing  to  mee t ing s  
ever y  day.  They  seemed to  pay  the  u t- 
mos t  a t t en t ion  to  the  p rec ious  word  o f  
God, that was preached among them.

In Apr il it began in Sedgwich and spread  
in every par t of the town, and into many  
of the adjoining towns. The oldest Chr is- 
t ians in that reg ion say, they never saw a  
work of grace equal to this, since the Eas- 
t e r n  sho re s  we re  i nhab i t ed .  They  have  
s een  re fo r mat ions  equa l l y  power fu l ,  bu t  
none before so extensive, and so free from  
i n c o n s i s t e n c y  a n d  c o n f u s i o n .  I t  wa s  
enough to affect the most hardened inf idel,  
to attend the prayer meetings of the youths  
and children, and to behold the order they  
ma in t a ined .  The i r  p r aye r s  and  exhor t a - 
t i on s  we re  sho r t ,  bu t  gene r a l l y  t o  the 
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purpose, and very spir itual. These meetings  
h ave  b e e n  r e m a r k a b l y  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  
awakening those who were going on the  
way to ruin. In a few months 150 have been  
a dded  t o  t h i s  c hu rch ,  a nd  a  con s i d e - 
rable number to the congregational church,  
104  to the Baptist church in Bluehil l ,  and  
about 50  to the Congregational church in  
that  p lace.  The good work spread into a  
number of towns, of which I have not ob- 
ta ined suf f ic ient  in for mat ion to g ive the  
publick correct accounts.

How charming is the place, 
 Where my Redeemer God, 
Unveils the beauties of his face, 
 And sheds his love abroad!

Not the fair palaces, 
 To which the great resort, 
Are once to he compar’d with this, 
 Where Jesus holds his court.
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Thomaston, (Me.) 1816.
When the Rev. Mr. Baker was f i r s t  set- 

tled in this town, he found, that the young  
people were very much g iven to l ightness  
a nd  p ro f an i t y.  To  ch ange  t h e i r  mo r a l s  
and render them amiable in society, he in- 
troduced a sunday school, which soon had  
the  des i red e f fec t .  Ear ly  on tha t  ble s sed  
mor ning prayer  meet ings  were appointed  
and wel l  a t tended.  Al so,  one conference  
meeting on a week day evening.

The precious Saviour, ever ready to bless  
the  endeavour s  o f  h i s  people,  soon gave  
encouragement  to  the se  we l l  l a id  p l an s ,  
and these noble exer tions, by pour ing out  
his Holy Spir it upon his servants and hand- 
ma i d en s .  The i r  mee t i ng s  b e c ame  l a r g e  
and very solemn. There, the deep s igh of  
the anxious, the si lent tear of the humble  
peni tent ,  and the  joy fu l  thanksg iv ing o f  
such as  were del ivered f rom the bondage  
o f  s in ,  for med a  ver y  in te re s t ing  scene.  
Chr i s t i an s  were  cons t r a ined  to  exc l a im,  
God hath in very deed appeared to plead 
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his own cause, and wipe away our reproach.  
To see young children walking the streets,  
ear ly on Lord’s  day mornings ,  before the  
sun  beams  covered  them;  and  o ld  men,  
walking every one with his staff in his hand  
for  ver y  age,  was  a  s ight ,  which ange l s  
must  have seen with more than common  
transport.

S ixty were added to thi s  church.  These  
new members were from eleven to twenty  
yea r s  o f  age.  A  g r adua l  work  appea red  
in Camden, and twenty were added to the  
f i r s t  church. Among the Freewil ler s  many  
were brought to bow to the mild sceptre  
of Jesus, and adhere to him with full pur- 
pose of  hear t .  In Hope,  and in Lincoln- 
vi l le  there has been a glor ious display of  
God’s astonishing grace.

Great is the work my neighbours cri’d, 
 And own’d the power divine; 
Great is the work my heart reply’d, 
 And be the glory thine.
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Mount  Dese r t ,  Sur r y,  E l i swor th ,  Tren- 
ton,  and S i l l ivan have been v i s i ted wi th  
re f re sh ing  shower s  o f  mercy.  Such  d i s - 
plays  of  g race have never been witnessed  
in  those  reg ions  s ince  tha t  count r y  was  
s e t t l ed .  Th i s  rev iva l  appe a red  i n  1816 ,  
and spread along the eastern banks of Pe- 
nob sco t  Rive r.  The  wi lde r ne s s  and  the  
sol i tar y place shal l  be glad for them: and  
the deser t shall rejoice, and blossom as the  
rose. And of Eden, and of Columbia, and  
Addison, and Stueben, and Goldsborough,  
i t  sha l l  be  s a id ,  Thi s  and tha t  man was  
born there.

His mercy visits every house, 
That pay their night and morning vows; 
But makes a more delightful stay, 
Where churches meet to praise and pray.

∑

Brunswick, (Me.) 1818.
This  work commenced in 1816 ,  and Dr.  

Baldwin of Boston, was one very honoured 
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in s t r ument  in  the  a l l  power fu l  band  o f  
J e s u s ,  i n  awa ke n i n g  t h e  c a r e l e s s .  H e  
preached in a large hall, at 7 o’clock on the  
morning of July 22d, and about f i fty were  
rou sed  f rom sp i r i tu a l  s l umber,  and  s aw  
themselves  verg ing towards  inf ini te  mise- 
r y.  The Saviour soon extended hi s  hand,  
and delivered them from plung ing into re- 
mediless ruin.

More than e ighty were hopefu l ly  reno- 
va ted ,  in  the  space  o f  th ree  weeks .  At  
every meeting some came forward and told  
what the Lord had done for their souls. At  
one meet ing,  th i r ty  re la ted thei r  exper i- 
ence, and as many more were desirous to  
come forward .  What  a  wonder fu l  work !  
Were  Chr i s t i an s  p repa red  to  a t t end  th i s  
exhibi t ion of  sa lvat ion,  and receive con- 
ver t s  dai ly into the churches? They truly  
were:  for days of  f as t ing and prayer were  
appointed, and str ict ly attended, for more  
than twelve months before, God came from  
Teman, and the Holy One from mount Pa- 
ran. With pleasure they might hang upon 
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the prophet s  l ip s  and say,  His  g lor y co- 
vered the heavens, and his br ightness was was  
the  l i gh t ;  he  had  hor n s  coming  out  o f  
his hand, and there was the hiding of his  
power.

The ord inance s  were  a t t ended wi th  an  
unusual blessing to spectator s, and the ex- 
hor ta t ions  of  young conver t s ,  were of ten  
rendered powerful means of extending the  
work, and refreshing the souls of old pro- 
fe s sor s .  The g rea te s t  regu la r i ty  was  pre- 
se r ved  in  a l l  the i r  meet ing s .  Per sons  o f  
all ages, from nine to eighty years old have  
been the happy subject s  of  thi s  re for ma- 
t ion .  About  th ree  hundred  have  jo ined  
themselves to the churches in this town.

Renewed by grace, we love the word, 
And yield our souls to Christ the Lord; 
Then to the church ourselves we give, 
In holy fellowship to live.

∑

Bath, (Me.) 1816.
The f i r s t  f avourable  appearance,  in  th i s  

p l ace,  tha t  God was  about  to  rev ive  h i s 



 revivals 39

work, was an uncommon flocking to meet- 
ings ,  a t tended with a remarkable s t i l lness  
and solemnity upon those who came. The  
Sp i r i t  s eemed to  de scend l ike  a  mighty  
rushing wind, and soon a general attention  
prevailed through the town.

Each of the rel ig ious societ ies  shared in  
the work. The means  God has seen f it to  
honour,  in spreading this  work are many.  
A Methodist brother, in the more humble  
condition in l i fe than multitudes, was ap- 
parent ly  bles t  to the awakening of  num- 
be r s .  The  appea r ance  and  conve r s a t ion ,  
of  those who were brought out of  dark- 
nes s  into God’s  marve l lous  l ight ,  car r ied  
conviction to the hearts of many.

Number s  wen t  though t l e s s  t o  s e e  the  
conver ts profess Jesus before men, but re- 
tur ned deeply  impres sed with a  sense  of  
the i r  s in  and  danger.  The  p reach ing  o f  
Chr ist has been the power of God, and the  
wisdom of  God to many,  who walked in  
darkness ,  and saw no amiableness  in Him  
who is altogether lovely, and the express image of 
the Father.
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The aged, middle aged, and youth, have  
been enabled to come to Jesus, to cleanse  
them f rom s in .  Some in f luent i a l  charac- 
ter s,  and some in the lowest walks of l i fe  
have  been hopefu l ly  bor n o f  the  Sp i r i t .  
Among the young merchants, the work was  
so remarkable, that i t  was often said, that  
al l  the stores had become meeting houses.  
In the time of this revival, al l  have seem- 
ing ly  endeavoured to keep thei r  pas s ions  
within the bounds of reason, and only a few  
have  made  any  no i se  tha t  cou ld  d i s turb  
the most devout worshippers of the Lamb;  
and  the se  were  so  overwhe lmed wi th  a  
sense of their exposedness to endless pun- 
i s hmen t ,  t h a t  t h ey  g ro aned  unde r  t h e  
weight of  their  s ins ,  and trembled at  the  
thoughts  o f  approaching judgment .  Deep  
solemnity has  genera l ly marked the peni- 
tent; and a holy smile of joy and compla- 
cency, the pardoned sinner.

Since the beg inning of  thi s  good work,  
about two hundred and f ifty have been add- 
ed to  the  churches  in  th i s  town;  which 
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are Congregational, Baptist, and Methodist.

To God, my Saviour and my king, 
Fain would my soul her tribute bring; 
Join me ye saints in songs of praise, 
For ye have known and felt his grace.

∑

Hebron, (Me.)
There  were  f requen t  appea r ance s  o f  a  

revival in this town, before it really quick- 
ened dead sinners, and caused them to fol- 
low Chr i s t  in  the  regenera t ion.  A more  
than usual concern was manifested by pro- 
fessor s,  for a revival of rel ig ion. Meetings  
on Lord’s days were ful l ,  and there seem- 
ed to be some attention to the word in time  
of  wor ship;  but no vi s ible f rui t  appeared  
until the summer of 1816 .—It was f ir st re- 
por ted that several youths were thought to  
be under ser ious concern for their  souls .  
I n  S ep t embe r,  a  rev iva l  wa s  a pp a ren t ;  
some had found comfor t  to thei r  minds , 
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and others appeared anxiously concerned.
In October and November,  the precious  

work  kept  increa s ing  and spread ing ,  t i l l  
i t  was  perce ived in  a l l  pa r t s  o f  the  so- 
c iety.  December was a  solemn and pleas- 
ing month.  Prayer meet ings  were at tend- 
ed three t imes in a week, and sometimes  
o f tener.  These  were  much crowded,  and  
the power of the Spir it  was so manifested  
with the people, that there were but few,  
who were  no t  awed  wi th  h i s  p re s ence.  
The young conver ts  were made cheerful ly  
to sing while the eyes of the older Chr is- 
tians glistened with tears of joy, and others  
s i ghed  under  the i r  wor se  than  Egypt i an  
bondage.  The fee l ings  of  every one were  
more  o r  l e s s  a f f e c t ed .  The  good  news  
that this or that youth was under concern  
for his soul, or rejoicing: in the love of God,  
da i ly  awakened a t tent ion.  Al though thei r  
meetings were so crowded, and the atten- 
t ion  so  g rea t ,  no  d i sorder  appeared ;  a l l  
wa s  regu l a r ;  on ly  one  spoke  a t  a  t ime,  
with the g reates t  ca lmness ,  and yet  with 
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f e r vency.  Reade r,  ha s t  thou  eve r  expe- 
r i e n c e d  t h i s  g r a c e ?  W h a t  a r e  a l l  t h e  
sp lendour s  of  the world,  when compared  
with the joy of such a season?

Thi s  work  ha s  been pr inc ipa l l y  among  
the youths, and very few over thir ty year s  
appear to have had a share in it. The sub- 
jects of i t  expressed a deep sense of their  
vileness, and of the justice of God in their  
condemnat ion,  but  not  with a  g reat  dea l  
of ter rour, as it respects positive future pun- 
ishment. Their wretchedness was in them- 
selves, and their hell in their own breasts.  
They were soon brought to see, that they  
must  be holy or miserable,  for ever.  Ge- 
neral ly when they received comfor t ,  their  
j oy  a t  f i r s t  wa s  bu t  sma l l ,  t he i r  v i ews  
f a int ,  and their  hope not more than pro- 
por t ionable.  In  many in s t ances  they  ex- 
pres sed a  measure of  de l ight  in  the Re- 
deemer,  when they hardly dared to hope  
a t  a l l  t h ey  g a t h e red  s t reng th  o f  m ind  
ve r y  g r adua l l y ;  bu t  the i r  t r i a l s  s e emed  
more than usual, and it was some time be-
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fore any of them were constrained, by the  
love of Chr ist,  to make publick profession  
o f  h i s  n ame.  I n  Janua r y  1817,  twen t y,  
mos t l y  you th s ,  p ro f e s s ed  the i r  f a i t h  i n  
Chr i s t .  This  was  a  so lemn day,  and long  
to be remembered with an holy pleasure.  
In  Februar y  and March,  a  number  more  
came forward and owned thei r  Lord.  A- 
bout f ifty in this town have been the hope- 
ful subjects of regenerating influences.

His spirit did their tongues inspire, 
And warm their hearts with heavenly fire.

∑

The Dis t r ic t  o f  Maine has  been high ly  
f avoured of God. That reg ion, a few year s  
ago, contained only here and there a vi l- 
lage,  and a few towns skir t ing a long the  
shores  of  the Atlant ick.  Now it  i s  popu- 
lous, r ich and rel ig ion abounds among its  
inhabitants.

To the l i s t  of  towns,  of  which we have  
re ad  account s  un fo ld ing  God ’s  f ree  and 
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unbounded compassion to sinners, we may  
a dd  w i t h  much  ho l y  p l e a s u re ,  A l f r e d .  
Waterborough, St .  George, Nobleborough,  
Je f f e r son ,  Dee r f i e l d ,  Bowdo in ,  Sumner,  
L iver more,  and Fayet te.  Upon these  and  
many lying in their vicinity, the Spir it has  
de s cended ,  and  i t s  omnipo ten t  ene rg i e s  
have been experienced.

Not  unto  u s ,  not  unto  u s ,  but  to  thy  
name, O God! shall  this glor ious and g ra- 
c i o u s  wo r k  b e  a s c r i b e d .  M a ny  w h o s e  
heads  a re  whi tened wi th  age,  who have  
long borne the burden and heat of the day  
in the gospel vineyard, declare that never  
have  such exhi l a ra t ing  t id ings  g l addened  
their hear ts, nor such br ight prospects met  
their  eyes .  Mult i tudes are now embosom- 
ed in the churches, who a few year s since  
were  roaming ,  the  wi ld s  o f  na ture,  and  
speeding their way to the reg ions of black- 
ne s s  and  unspeakable  mi se r y.  May the se  
converts all adorn the doctr ine of God their  
S av iour,  and  f in a l l y  s i t  down wi th  the  
sanctified in the kingdom of heaven.
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Woburn, (Mass.)
Thi s  work f i r s t  made i t s  appearance in  

Lord ’s  day  evening conference  meet ings .  
Those were not  s ta tedly held unt i l  Nov- 
ember 1816 .  They were f i r s t  held in pr i- 
vate houses,  and but thinly attended. But  
thinly attended as they were, a resolution  
was  for med among the  Bapt i s t  bre thren,  
not to forsake the assembling of themselves  
together, but, to maintain these little meet- 
ings, so long as two or three would come.  
The  meet ing s  were  ma in ta ined ,  and  the  
number  th a t  a t t ended  them,  in s t e ad  o f  
d i m i n i s h i n g ,  g r a d u a l l y  i n c r e a s e d .  N o r  
was it long before a disposition to converse  
and to hear,  and a concern for the pros- 
per i ty  o f  sou l s ,  became mani fe s t .  A few  
Annas  and S imeons ,  who had been long  
praying, and waiting for the consolation of  
Israel,  now began to be revived, and ful ly  
convinced that prayer had been heard and  
an swe red ,  and  t h a t  Je su s  wa s  a t  h and .  
Becoming zea l  was  mani fe s t ,  in  exhor ta- 
t ions and prayer s ,  especia l ly in the lat ter. 
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Conference meetings began to be establish- 
ed in the cong regat ional  society,  and the  
number  of  anxious  s inner s  f a s t  increased  
indeed; exper imental rel ig ion began to be  
general ly considered, the one thing need- 
ful .  The appearance of their  re l ig ious as- 
s embl i e s  wa s  ch anged .  I t  wa s  s u ch ,  a s  
pla inly indicated that  many were in their  
imag inations, by a secret invisible impulse,  
ar ra igned before the awful  judgment seat  
o f  Chr i s t .  O f t en  d id  t he  s t e ady,  f i xed  
countenance, and the gently f lowing tear,  
forcibly express the contr ition of the heart.  
A  s p a r k ,  s ome t ime s ,  f a l l s ,  k i nd l e s  and  
spreads t i l l  the whole c i ty i s  involved in  
f lames; so did the divine spark, which fel l  
in Woburn, kindle,  burn,  and spread,  t i l l  
nearly the whole town was involved in one  
s ac red ,  gent l e  f l ame.  Both  soc ie t i e s  and  
per sons of  a lmost  ever y age,  have shared  
in the work. Many have been constrained  
to say,  come and hear  ye what  the Lord  
hath done for our souls.  O come magnify  
the Lord and let us exalt his name together.
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In addit ion to other meetings,  they held  
one weekly,  par t icular ly  des igned for  se- 
r ious inquir ing s inner s.  These were found  
i n t e re s t i ng  and  p ro f i t ab l e.  The  number  
that at tended was frequently,  f rom twenty  
to for ty. It  i s  more easy to imag ine, than  
to descr ibe the fee l ings  natura l ly  exci ted  
on meeting with this number, most of them  
in  t ea r s ,  be ing  under  deep  concer n  fo r  
their souls.

The  re l a t ion ,  o f  c and ida te s  fo r  admi s - 
s ion to the church,  have been c lear  and  
s a t i s f a c t o r y.  They  e xp re s s e d  t h e i r  f u l l  
belief of their hear ts being total ly deprav- 
ed, that none could change them but God,  
that Jesus Chr ist was a whole Saviour, and  
that all who were once united to him would  
be kept by his  power through f ai th, unto  
salvation.

The additions made to both churches, in  
one year f rom the commencement of  the  
revival, are nearly equal. The whole num- 
ber is about 160.
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Pawctucket (Mass.)
This revival began in the winter of 1815 ,  

and continued to progress almost two years.  
Additions were made to the church under  
the  min i s t r y  o f  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bened ic t ,  
every month.

The subject s  of  thi s  work have been of  
almost al l  ages, from twelve to upwards of  
s ix ty ;  most  o f  them, however,  a re  under  
the  age of  th i r ty.  A la rge  propor t ion of  
them are heads of  f amil ies .  A number of  
persons of considerable standing in society,  
who have heretofore looked with indiffer- 
ence or disdain on the religion of the heart,  
and have been bui lding themselves up on  
good morals, or have been trusting in Uni- 
ve r s a l i sm,  De i sm,  o r  some o the r  e r ro r s  
equal ly  per nic ious ,  have been brought to  
bow to the mild sceptre of the Redeemer,  
and have wi th cheer fu lnes s ,  and de l ight ,  
fo l lowed in  h i s  c ros s-bear ing  ways .  One  
of the subjects of the revival was a singu- 
lar instance of the invincible power of al l- 
conquer ing  g race.  Hi s  l i f e  had  been  so 
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regu la r  and upr ight ,  tha t  the  peop le  a l l  
a round thought he was  so good,  that  he  
needed no change; and some, that he was  
so wise, that he would not be taken with  
t h i s  d e l u s i on .  And  h e  h im s e l f ,  a  f ew  
months  before hi s  conver s ion,  contended  
s t rongly  aga ins t  the doctr ine of  the s in- 
ner’s entire depravity of hear t, and enmity  
against  God. He considered i t  a high and  
cruel charge, to accuse a sober and upr ight  
man of being an enemy to his Maker, and  
of hating and opposing him. He appeared  
su re  tha t  he  had  no  such  f ee l ing s ,  and  
consequent ly fe l t  no concer n for  the fu- 
ture.  Mr.  Benedic t  conver sed  wi th  h im,  
and felt much engaged for the salvation of  
h i s  soul ;  but  a l l  seemed to have no im- 
pres s ion on the man.  Sometime af ter,  he  
took Mr. B.  as ide,  and observed that  hi s  
views were al tered—that he found he had  
a  wicked hear t—that  he owed a  debt  he  
cou ld  neve r  pay—tha t  h i s  mind  wa s  so  
d i s t re s sed  he  cou ld  do no bus ine s s ,  and  
knew not  what  to  do;  tha t  he  knew of 
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noth ing  in  h i s  conduc t  among mank ind  
which gave him trouble, but that the s ins  
o f  h i s  hea r t  were  g rea t  and  d i s t re s s ing ,  
and made h im cont inua l ly  wretched and  
m i s e r ab l e.  A f t e r  be ing  a  f ew  week s  i n  
this distress ,  his deliverance was as joyful,  
a s  h i s  conv ic t ions  had  been severe.  Hi s  
cup overflowed with joy and in the Lord’s  
appo in ted  way s  he  t r ave l l ed  fo r th  w i th  
composure  and  de l igh t .  May ever y  one,  
who reads this,  ref lect on that man’s con- 
d i t i on ,  and  expe r i ence  t he  s ame  he a r t  
and soul reviving influences.

The conver t s  genera l ly,  have g iven ver y  
c l e a r  and  s a t i s f a c to r y  accoun t s  o f  the i r  
conviction of sin, and of their being brought  
to trust alone for salvation in the mer its of  
a  cruc i f ied Redeemer.  Though the work  
has been remarkably st i l l ,  yet in some in- 
stances, the tone of feeling has ar isen high  
in s t ra ins  of  joy and pra i se.  One woman  
was so transpor ted in her feel ings,  and so  
deeply impressed with the need of relig ion  
for other s, that she went out with a view 
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of informing her large circle of fr iends and  
re la t ions ,  what  a  Saviour she had found.  
When she got into the s treet ,  she hardly  
knew how to spend time to go from one to  
another to tell them individually, but want- 
ed some herald with a trumpet to sound it  
abroad,  that  they might  a l l  a t  once hear  
the glor ious inte l l igence.  Another was so  
enraptured with his  views of the beauties  
of the Saviour, that he wanted to be on the  
house top, and have as many as could hear  
h i s  voice,  co l lec ted around him, that  he  
might at once publish to them, the excel- 
lency of his  glor ious character.  Amid this  
ardour of feel ing, nothing l ike enthusiasm  
or  rever ie  ha s  a t  any  t ime broke  for th .  
No means were used,  e i ther to exci te or  
restrain Strong feelings and passions in the  
a l l  impor t an t  conce r n s  o f  e t e r n i t y ;  bu t  
many, to teach inquirer s the odious nature  
o f  s in ,  and i t s  i l l  deser t s ;  be l iev ing that  
genuine convict ion depends more on the  
views which the sinner has on these points,  
than the most fr ightful visions of death and  
eternity.
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Since the commencement of this  revival ,  
more than one hundred were added to the  
Bapt i s t  church,  a  cons iderable number to  
the Episcopalians and some to the Metho- 
d i s t s .  I n  1918  the  work  rev ived  ag a in ,  
and some have been brought to rejoice in  
Chr ist, and many of the saints to a greater  
e s tabl i shment in the p lan of  in f in i te  be- 
nevolence.

∑

Attleborough, (Mass.)
The Bapt i s t  church in  th i s  town be ing  

depr ived of their minister by death, unan- 
imous ly ca l led the Rev.  Stephen S.  Nel- 
son,  to become thei r  pas tor.  Af ter  many  
tr ials  in his own mind, about leaving, the  
people among whom he laboured, he f inally  
concluded to accept of the invitation, and  
commenced h i s  mini s t r y  among them in  
May,  1815 .  Th i s  c onnex i on  wa s  s a n c - 
t ioned in heaven, and the Spir i t  descend- 
ed in copious effusions.
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The re l ig ious  awakening  spread  rap id ly  
from house to house, and from neighbour- 
hood to neighbourhood, through this,  and  
the  ad j a cen t  towns ,  un t i l  t he  a t t en t ion  
became genera l .  Many of  those who f i r s t  
c ame out ,  da ted  the i r  impre s s ion s  f rom  
the  preaching o f  Mr.  Nel son,  be fore  he  
moved among them. The Lord was  there  
opera t ing on the  minds  o f  many,  be fore  
Mr.  N.  or  the  member s  o f  tha t  church  
knew it.

Thi s  rev iva l  seemed to  ga ther  a  mul t i - 
tude of young and old, of male and female,  
f rom nine  to  e ighty  year s  o f  age.  Some  
vicious and abandoned, other s more moral  
and phar i sa ica l .  One circumstance i s  here  
nar ra ted wor thy of  t ransmit t ing down to  
pos te r i ty,  and for  the  encouragement  o f  
b ible  in s t i tu t ions .  A p ious  s i s t e r  o f  th i s  
chu rch  wa s  d eep l y  imp re s s ed  w i th  t he  
duty of  present ing a bible to one of  her  
poor,  thought les s  and ver y s tupid neigh- 
bour s .  She  pre sented h im one accompa- 
nied with an earnest request that he would 
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f requent ly  read  i t ,  and  tha t  God would  
bless and sanctify it to him, and his f amily  
fo r  the i r  sp i r i tua l  and  ever l a s t ing  good.  
What sa id he to himsel f ,  can thi s  mean?  
In what a condition does she view me, to  
make  he r  so  anx iou s  fo r  my  s a l va t ion?  
How blind, how stupid and how hardened  
must I  be, to know nothing of i t  mysel f?  
I  wi l l  read this  bible and see what these  
th ings  mean.  The more he read and re- 
f lec ted,  the deeper  hi s  convict ions  g rew,  
until he was hopefully converted.

This good work spread into the Congre- 
gat ional  societ ies  in this ,  and many other  
t ow n s ,  S i n c e  i t s  c o m m e n c e m e n t ,  t wo  
hundred and f i f ty have professed to know  
Chr is t  and the power of his  resur rect ion.  
Of thi s  number one hundred and twenty  
two have joined the Baptist church.

Prov idence,  War ren ,  Br i s to l ,  Newpor t ,  
Warweck,  Exeter,  and many other  towns  
in  tha t  s t a te  have  rece ived g rac ious  and  
ve r y  c op i ou s  s howe r s .  P rov i d en c e  h a s  
been the most dis t inguished place for re-
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l ig ious freedom, of any, within the boun- 
d a r y  o f  ou r  Amer i c an  I s r a e l .  On  th a t  
s po t ,  God  ha s  shed  many  d rop s  o f  a s - 
tonishing g race,  and thousands have been  
pur if ied for heaven. Some of the students  
in the Univer sity have been made alive to  
God .  Wi th in  t ho s e  wa l l s  p r aye r  mee t - 
ings have been multiplied, souls have been  
taught  o f  Je sus ,  have entered a  c la s s  for  
heaven, and have almost seen their names  
on that cata logue of happy beings,  whose  
prog res s  in  theology sha l l  cont inue wi th  
the revolutions of eternity.

Lord when I count thy mercies, o’er, 
 They strike me with surprise: 
Not all the sands that spread the shores 
 To equal numbers rise.

Thompson,  Dudley,  Ki l l ing ly,  Hampton,  
Pomfret ,  Woodstock,  some par t s  o f  Ash- 
ford,  Windham, Mansf ie ld,  and Coventr y,  
(Conn.)  have been vi s i ted f rom on high,  
and many souls quickened who were dead  
in trespasses and sins.
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A  p a r t i cu l a r  a c coun t  f rom e a ch  town  
cannot conveniently be admitted to occu- 
py a  p l ace  here  a s  the  rev iva l  began in  
many of them before 1815 ,  but as the re- 
v iva l  cont inued  fo r  about  two yea r s ,  i t  
comes within my l imit s ;  therefore,  a  few  
genera l  remarks  upon the whole,  wi l l  be  
submitted for the enter ta inment of  those,  
who love to gather up the fragments, that  
noth ing be  lo s t .  The work tha t  covered  
the above, towns with mercy, began in the  
Rev. D. Dow’s congregation, in November  
1813 .  F rom th i s ,  i t  sp read  abroad ,  f rom  
conque r i ng  t o  conque r.  The  p l a c e,  i n  
which it  appeared the most powerful,  was  
a smal l  f actory vi l lage,  denominated from  
i t s  s i t u a t ion ,  the  Swamp Fac to r y.  Here  
sa tan,  for  two or  three year s ,  seemed to  
reign with almost sovereign and despotick  
sway.  H i s  s u b j e c t s  w h o  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  
ve r y  fond  o f  danc ing ,  he re  made  g rea t  
p rog re s s ,  and  o f t en  kep t  the i r  reve l l ing  
meetings through the night.

A few pious soul s  l ived in that  Sodom. 
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The s e  o f t e n  p r ayed  f o r  t h e i r  d e l u d ed  
n e i ghbou r s .  The i r  p r aye r s  we re  h e a rd ,  
and  the  sp i r i t  o f  g race  de scended upon  
the v i le s t  o f  the v i le.  Conference meet- 
ings were held, and the servants of Chr ist  
c ame f requent ly  and  preached  the  word  
un to  t h em ,  i n  powe r.  The s e  mee t i n g s  
were  g rea t ly  ble s sed .  Ever y  hear t  s eem- 
ed  to  know i t s  own  dep r av i t y,  and  to  
meditate upon the day of judgment. Con- 
vict ions were general ly,  of  the most pun- 
gent  and power fu l  k ind .  Some were  a r- 
re s t ed  i n  a  sudden  manne r :  be ing  one  
momen t  i n  t he  aw fu l  a c t  o f  swea r ing ,  
cur s ing,  and r id icu l ing re l ig ion,  and the  
next ,  ca l l ing  on God to  have  mercy  on  
the i r  sou l s .  Other s ,  whi le  in  conference  
meet ings  which they a t tended to  g ra t i fy  
their cur iosity, or for the purpose of making  
observations, were in an instant made sen- 
s i b l e  o f  t he i r  de spe r a t e  cond i t i on ;  and  
ver y few who were thus  ar res ted,  ceased  
t r y ing to God for  mercy,  unt i l  they had  
found pardon,  and peace for  thei r  soul s . 
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How changed the  scene !  In s tead  o f  the  
sound of the violin, the pounding motions  
of  the feet ,  and the c lamorous voices  of  
drunkards and lewd wretches,  the ear s  of  
the godly were saluted with songs of praise  
to God.

The sc r ip ture s  were  sea rched da i ly,  e s- 
pecial ly by those, who were under convic- 
tion. Many, of whom improved every mo- 
ment they could spare,  in perus ing them  
and seemed deter mined, that  nothing but  
the word of God should g ive them com- 
for t, or direct the measures of their future  
conduct .  Indeed,  they ate with the bible  
in their  hands,  s lept with i t  in their  bo- 
soms ,  and  i t  s eemed tha t  a l l  the  wor ld  
could  not  tempt  them to par t  wi th  th i s  
p rec ious  t rea su re.  Many,  a f t e r  ob t a in ing  
a good hope through g race, were disposed  
to unite with some church. One hundred  
and twelve  jo ined the  Bapt i s t  church in  
Thompson ,  and  about  one  hundred  and  
s eventy  to  o ther  churche s .  The  number  
that  professed Chr is t  in the other towns,  
I have not obtained.
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Suffield, (Conn.)
Th i s  wo rk  commenced  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  

1815 ,  and  p rog re s s ed  g r adua l l y  th rough  
the summer.  In Autumn i t  became more  
general and powerful.

The f i r s t  in s tance of  conver s ion,  was  a  
young woman, who l ike many other s  had  
been ver y care le s s  and va in.  Ret i r ing to  
rest one evening, as she blew out her can- 
d l e,  the  thought  fo rc ib ly  impre s s ed  he r  
mind,  tha t  God cou ld  a s  in s t an t ly  blow  
away her breath, and what then would be- 
come of  her  immor ta l  soul .  Her  d i s t re s s  
was  g reat ,  and her convict ions increased,  
until she was enabled to resign her all into  
t h e  h and s  o f  he r  b l e s s ed  S av iou r.  She  
re l a t ed  he r  expe r i ence  and  obeyed  he r  
Lord.  When she made thi s  publ ick man- 
ifestation of her f aith in him, and her de- 
t e r mina t ion  to  wa lk  in  newnes s  o f  l i f e  
wi th  h i s  p ro fe s s ed  f r i ends ,  many  o f  h i s  
saints rejoiced, and some poor sinners were  
p ie rced  wi th  the  a r rows  o f  t r u th .  From  
thi s  t ime the work extended i t s  heavenly 



 revivals 61

f l ame,  and  the  number  o f  d i s c ip l e s  in- 
creased in different parts of the town.

In December,  i t  p leased him who must  
needs go through Samar ia, to pass through,  
the east  s treet ,  where the people had re- 
ma ined  una f f e c t ed  and  ve r y  i nd i f f e ren t  
about rel ig ion. He abode there more than  
two days ,  and made most  wondrous  d i s- 
p l ay s  o f  h i s  power  and  mercy.  The  in- 
terest ing real i t ies of eternity were opened  
to their view, and the g reatest par t of the  
young people,  together  with many heads  
o f  f ami l ie s ,  through the  s t ree t  for  three  
mi le s  in  length,  have become the happy  
subject s  of  regenerat ion.  A lad of  twelve  
years, who had been a r ingleader in vanity  
among h i s  compan ions ,  ob ta ined  mercy,  
and  wa s  made  in s t r umenta l  o f  good  to  
o ther s  in  recommending  the  Sav iour  to  
many  o f  h i s  young  f r i end s .  Abou t  the  
same time an aged man came forward trem- 
bling, and confessing that be had obtained  
a hope some years before, but had not lived  
accordingly,  and that  he now found him-
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self a stumbling block in the way of others,  
and fel t  i t  his  indispensable duty to leave  
th i s  g round,  and move forward in act ive  
obedience to his Lord’s commands.

Many o f  d i f f e ren t  age s  and  s t a t ions  in  
l i fe have shared in this glor ious work; yet  
the greatest number have been from among  
t he  you th s .  To  s e e  a  l a r g e  numbe r  o f  
young per sons  f rom ten to  twenty  year s  
o ld ,  c rowding the  p l ace s  o f  wor sh ip,  to  
hear the precious word, or to hear them re- 
l a t ing God’s  g rac ious  dea l ings  with thei r  
souls, singing praises to his name, and con- 
ver s ing on heavenly things ,  was t ruly a f- 
fec t ing .  Nor was  i t  l e s s  a f fec t ing to  see  
some who had been valiant soldier s in the  
enemie s ’ c amp,  y i e ld ing  themse lve s ;  the  
wil l ing captives to victor ious g race. About  
one hundred have joined the Baptis t ,  and  
some the  Cong rega t iona l  church in  tha t  
place.

A cloud of witnesses around, 
 Hold you in full survey; 
Forget the steps already trod, 
 And onward urge your way.
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Bristol. (Conn.)
P rev iou s l y  t o  a  rev iva l  i n  t h i s  p l a c e,  

g rea t  s tup id i ty  p reva i l ed  among,  a l l  de- 
nominat ions of  Chr i s t ian,  and those who  
had not been enrolled among the followers  
o f  Je su s ,  we re  ve r y  neg l i gen t  abou t  a - 
tending the means  o f  in s t r uct ion.  Some,  
professors began to feel the real need of the  
quickening inf luences of  the Holy Spir i t .  
Prayer meetings were appointed and a few  
began to  ent rea t  the  Lord to  rev ive  h i s  
wo rk .  The  Sp i r i t  ev i d en t l y  i n t e rc eded  
with their spir i t s ,  with that fervency that  
cannot be ut tered.  A genera l  thoughtful- 
ne s s  began  to  occupy the  minds  o f  the  
people,  whi l s t  each one was  ignorant  o f  
the impression made on other s,  and knew  
not but that his exercises were peculiar to  
himself.

Var ious  causes  ser ved to expose the se- 
c re t  exerc i se s  o f  many,  and increa se  the  
a t t en t ion  o f  the  peop l e.  P re ach ing  wa s  
accompanied with the power of God. Ex- 
hor tat ions,  and conver sat ion, especia l ly of 
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renewed sou l s  were  g rea t ly  in s t r umenta l  
of  good,  and were as  ar rows made shar p  
in the hear ts of the king’s enemies. Meet- 
ings  were  he ld  a lmos t  ever y  day  in  the  
week .  Grea t  so l emni ty  wa s  appa ren t  on  
the  countenances  o f  a l l ,  and many were  
heard to weep. Convict ions were exceed- 
ing pungent ,  and in some few cases ,  na- 
tural strength being nearly overcome, limbs  
f a i l ed  to  per for m the i r  o f f i ce  a s  though  
unable to beat  up the heavy load. Rel ief  
of mind has been general ly attended with  
great joy.

The subject s  of  thi s  work have been of  
every age from ten to eighty year s.  These  
have soon chosen, as here they believed they  
cou ld  be  the  mos t  u se fu l  and  happy  in  
church communion and fe l lowship.  S ixty  
f ive  jo ined  the  Cong rega t iona l i s t s ,  s ix ty  
three the Baptist, and a considerable num- 
ber the Methodist .  Burl ington, Plymouth,  
Wo l co t t ,  Sou th i ng ton ,  a nd  F a r m ing ton  
h ave  re ce ived  abundance  o f  g r a ce,  and  
multitudes have been turned from the evil 
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of their ways, to serve the Lord and wor- 
ship him in the beauty of holiness.

I t  wou ld  have  been  ve r y  g ra t i f y ing  to  
the wr iter, to have been able from cor rect  
documents,  to have g iven the publick the  
number s who have joined churches in the  
above  towns :  bu t  he  ha s  ob t a ined  on ly  
gene ra l  in fo r ma t ion .  The se  wi l l  a l l  ap- 
pear in the day of judgment; for the Lord  
knoweth them that are his. No one shall be  
able to pluck them out of his hands. Who  
shall separate us, from the love of Christ?

∑

Middletown, (Conn.)
The work commenced about the middle,  

of Jan. 1818 , and continued until sometime  
in May. Previously to the commencement  
o f  th i s  rev iva l ,  i t  was  t r u ly  a  sea son o f  
darkness ;  the ways of Zion mourned, and  
scarce ly a  f resh bud or blos som of  g race  
appea red .  I t  wa s  t r u l y  a  s e a son  chee r - 
less and unpromising as winter i tsel f .  The 
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professed fr iends of Chr is t  were general ly  
in a lukewar m state,  possess ing l i t t le  zeal  
either for the prosper ity of the church, or  
the salvation of souls.  Only a few seemed  
to long and pray for a revival of rel ig ion,  
and even these few were often discouraged  
and  re ady  t o  f a i n t .  S e r mon s ,  exho r t a - 
t ion s ,  and  p r aye r s ,  appa ren t l y  p roduced  
no e f fec t ;  many o f  the  s a in t s  s lumbered  
and sinners slept upon the brink of ruin.

About this  t ime, i t  pleased God to pour  
out his Spir it upon the people in the north  
par ish. The work was powerful and spread  
rapidly through that  society.  In les s  than  
a month, g reat number s were made deep- 
ly  sens ible  o f  the i r  s in fu lnes s ,  and were  
led to inquire anxious ly,  what  they must  
do to be saved.  Severa l  by thi s  t ime had  
obta ined a  hope o f  e te r na l  l i f e  through  
the mer it s  of  the Lamb, and rejoiced be- 
lieving with all their hearts.

Soon a f ter  th i s  rev iva l  commenced,  the  
Rev. Mr. J inks observes, that he began to  
hope that  God would vis i t  the people of 
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h i s  charge  wi th  a  g rac ious  shower.  Un- 
der this impression, he appointed meetings  
more  f requen t l y,  wh ich  were  be t t e r  a t - 
t ended  than  fo r mer ly.  Ye t  no th ing  spe- 
cial appeared to take place for some time.  
The Rev. Mr. Graves and Br ig is  preached  
f requent ly  in  a  school  house  a t  Mi l l e r s ’  
A r ms  w i th  l i ke  expec t a t i on s ;  bu t  s u ch  
was  the  hardnes s  o f  the  hear t s .  and the  
s tup id i ty  tha t  a t tended tha t  people,  tha t  
on l y  a  f ew were  d i s po s ed  to  hea r  any  
preacher.

Near ly  a  month e lapsed s ince the work  
began in the nor th par ish, and the people  
of the south appear ing so indifferent about  
their future state, that Mr. J. began to fear  
that God was about to g ive up his people  
to the plague of their own hearts and leave  
them to their own chosen way. This con- 
c lu s i on  wa s  s t reng thened  by  a  c i rcum- 
s t ance  tha t  took  p l ace  on  a  Lord ’s  day  
somewhat unf avourable as  to the weather.  
Only six or seven beside those who resided  
in hi s  house at tended meet ing.  This  may 



68 religious

show how very careless  that people were;  
fo r  the  c i t y  o f  Midd le town conta in s  a s  
many inhabitants as any other of the same  
number  o f  hou se s  in  the  New-Eng l and  
s t a t e s .  I t  wou ld  be  va in  to  g ive  a  de- 
scr ipt ion of  hi s  fee l ings  on that  day.  He  
re t i red home with a  heavy hear,  and a l l  
his fond hopes that God would revive his  
work  in  tha t  p l a ce,  van i shed  away  l i ke  
the  e a r l y  dew,  and  a l l  h i s  expec t a t ion s  
were cut off . He now concluded that God  
d id not  ca l l  h im to preach to a  people,  
tha t  had no re l i sh  for  the  word of  l i f e,  
and that it was his duty to leave them, and  
proclaim the glad t idings of the gospel to  
those who were per ishing for lack of know- 
ledge,  and would be more ready to hear  
tha t  the i r  sou l s  migh t  l ive.  Th i s ,  how- 
ever, was the last watch of the night. The  
sun of r ighteousness was about to ar ise, and  
by the br ightness of his coming, to dispel  
the darkness  that  had so long hung over  
them.

The s e  c i rcums t anc e s  a re  no t i c ed ,  no t 
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out of  any disrespect  to that  people,  but  
wi th a  v iew that  other s  my not  be d i s- 
hear tened in the darkes t  sea son:  For  the  
ways of God are past f inding out, and the  
d a rke s t  appea r ance s ,  o f  h i s  p rov idence,  
are often the sure tokens of a br ight and  
glorious morning.

I n  s u c h  d a r k  s e a s o n s  o f  r e bu ke  a n d  
t r i a l ,  God usua l ly  humble s  and prepare s  
his people to receive the greatest blessings.  
God wi l l  not  h ide  h i s  cheer ing counte- 
nance, from any people beyond the set time  
to f avour them, and glor ify his r ich grace,  
in comfor ting those who wait for his sa l- 
vat ion. This  was most s tr ikingly evidenc- 
ed  in  Midd le town.  For,  the  ve r y  Tues- 
day after Mr. J’s .  tr ials on the Sabbath, as  
he  wa s  pa s s ing  a  Mr.  Johnson ’s  f a c to r y  
within the bounds of his society, he felt an  
inclination to call, though he had no busi- 
nes s  to  t ransac t .  On enter ing ,  he  found  
not  the owner within,  and was  about to  
leave, but one of the workmen with whom  
he had, been acquainted, seemed desirous 
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to speak with him. He went unto him and  
entered into conver sa t ion.  This  workman  
began immedia te ly  to  g ive  a  re l a t ion o f  
the exercises of his mind, and without hesi- 
ta t ion,  and without  being asked;  he sa id  
that he found himself ,  to be a poor, lost ,  
and ruined sinner ; that he had been great- 
ly distressed on this account, two or three  
weeks, and that he knew not what to do.  
He a l so  obser ved,  that  one of  h i s  shop- 
mates saw himsel f  in the same condit ion,  
and was in much distress of mind.

Mr.  J inks  was  so  a s toni shed in  hear ing  
this  man conver se,  that  for a moment he  
was unable to make any reply. He now saw  
clearly that he had been limiting the power  
of the Holy One of Israel, and distrusting  
h i s  goodnes s .  In  a  moment ,  hope rev iv- 
ed, and f aith tr iumphed over unbelief; the  
f ea r s ,  g loom and darknes s  tha t  had  d i s - 
tressed his  mind for three days past ,  now  
fled away, like the shadows of night before  
the  r i s ing  sun .  He  now had  conc lu s ive  
evidence, that God had begun a revival of 
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relig ion, and even in a place, where he had  
not so much as  thought,  that  one would  
be  t aken .  An  inde s c r i b ab l e  change  i n - 
s t an t ly  took p l ace  in  h i s  mind.  He was  
comfor ted ,  and s t rengthened ,  and began  
to  a t t end  meet ing s  fu l l y  conv inced  tha t  
he was about to see a r ich harvest of souls.  
S u i t a b l e  t e x t s  we re  e a s i l y  f o u n d ,  a n d  
words to elucidate them, which flowed not  
i n  va i n .  Ch r i s t i a n s  g ene r a l l y  b eg an  t o  
f ee l  the  e f fec t s  o f  a  g rac ious  v i s i t a t ion .  
Their  meet ings  were more f requent ,  fu l l ,  
solemn, and interesting.

It was astonishing to see the change that  
t ook  p l a c e  i n  two  week s .  S a i n t s  we re  
f i l led with t ranspor t s  of  joy,  and s inner s  
were pr icked in their hear t and began anx- 
iously to inquire what they must do to be  
s ave d .  H u n d re d s  f l o c ke d  t o  p l a c e s  o f  
worship. The darkest nights, the most un- 
f avourable weather,  and unpleasant travel- 
l ing d id  not  h inder  the i r  a s sembl ing to- 
gether. Though there were meetings every  
night in the week, yet these were so crowd- 
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ed, that  many had to s tand at  the door s ,  
and windows, in order to hear the word of  
l i fe,  and some had to go away who could  
no t  ge t  nea r  enough  to  hea r.  Many  o f  
the young people who had been vain and  
thoughtless  about eternity, were now seen  
with their  heads bowed down, and trem- 
bl ing with fear,  le s t  the merc ies  of  God  
were c lean gone for  ever.  The hear t s  o f  
some of the most obdurate sinner s seemed  
to melt like wax before the f ire, and many  
who once would not  have been thought  
to be ser ious ,  for  the g reates t  considera- 
t ion,  were  now cons t ra ined to  renounce  
their sinful ways, to cry unto God for sal- 
vat ion, and to beseech Chr is t ians to pray  
for them. This  good work increased with  
g reat rapidity,  and about an hundred in a  
few weeks were convinced that they must  
be born again, or die in their s ins.  Their  
d i s t re s s  was  genera l l y  g rea t .  Dur ing  the  
f i r s t  p a r t  o f  the i r  exe rc i s e s ,  they  wep t  
much, but as the work progressed in their  
hear t s ,  their  tear s  subs ided,  and they fe l t 
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such a sense of  their  g reat  depravity and  
sinfulness, that they trembled at the thought  
of approaching the judgment seat of Chr ist.  
Most of the subjects of this work, appear- 
ed to have a deep sense of the evil of sin,  
and to feel in the latter par t of their con- 
victions, that they had a hear t opposed to  
God and full of enmity against him. Some  
felt ready to conclude, that he was neither  
j u s t  no r  merc i fu l :  bu t  when  they  were  
brought to see their  helples sness  and de- 
served punishment for sin, they were con- 
strained to acknowledge the justice of God,  
in their f inal condemnation, and had clear  
v iews of  jus t i f i ca t ion a lone,  through the  
righteousness of Christ.

There  wa s  now g rea t  joy  in  tha t  c i t y  
and the reg ion around. Parents were often  
seen rejoicing over a son, or daughter, who  
had been hopefully made a subject of grace.  
Brother s  and s i s t e r s  o f ten  ming led  the i r  
tea r s ,  weeping a t  the  joy fu l  reco l lec t ion  
o f  what  the Lord had recent ly  done for  
the i r  sou l s .  Young  conve r t s  o f t en  wen t 
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from house to house, to tell what they had  
exper ienced, and to warn their companions  
to f lee from the wrath to come. In many  
instances,  their  exhor tat ions produced the  
e f f e c t ,  a n d  we r e  t h e  m e a n s  o f  c o n - 
vincing some of the danger of l iving and  
dying in a state of impenitence.

In some f ami l ie s  God wrought  wonder s  
o f  d iv ine  g race.  In  one  f ami ly  the  l a s t  
member, a son, who had long sl ighted the  
Saviour, was brought to know him and the  
r iches  of  hi s  g race:  in another,  both pa- 
rents and three of their children were made  
the hopeful subjects of a saving change in  
l e s s  t h an  a  ye a r.  In  f ive  f ami l i e s  bo th  
husbands  and  wive s  became the  humble  
fol lower s of  Chr is t ,  and rejoiced in hope  
of the glory of God.

This work continued about three months,  
in which time, not less than, one hundred  
and th i r ty  appeared to  have exper ienced  
the  renova t ing  in f luence s  o f  the  Sp i r i t .  
Among this number, some with g reat pro- 
pr iety may be s t i led brands  p lucked out  o f 
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t h e  bu r n ing.  These  pro f ane  s inner s ,  have  
become  exemp l a r y  f o l l owe r s  o f  Chr i s t .  
Many youths, woo were spor ting along the  
road of  l i fe,  unconscious of  danger,  have  
been s topped in their  thought les s  career,  
and become humble penitents .  The g reat- 
est  number, who have professed Chr ist  in  
th i s  reviva l ,  a re  under twenty f ive year s .  
Not one is known in Mr. Jinks’ society, as  
being a subject of this work who is above  
fifty years old.

Reader,  a r t  thou young?  Let  th i s  be  a  
warning to thee, not to put off repentance  
unti l  old age.  I t  may then be too late.— 
Now is the accepted time, and now is the  
day of salvation.

This work spread among the Baptis t  and  
Methodi s t  denominat ions  and many were  
added to them. As this work was of God,  
he saw f it to commence it, when it seemed  
best in his g reat plan, and to use such in- 
s t r ument s  a s  should  redown most  to  h i s  
glory when he should make up his jewels.  



76 religious

Severa l  mini s te r s ,  doubt le s s  have been h 
onoured of  God in thei r  l abour s  in that  
reg ion, who wil l  in the g reat  day appear  
w i th  the se  sou l s  to  add  lu s t re  to  the i r  
crowns of rejoicing.

Most of those who obtained hopes in this  
reformation, adorn the doctr ine of God our  
Saviour,  by a  wel l  ordered l i fe  and con- 
ve r s a t i on .  Tho se  who  have  f a l l en  away  
f rom their  profess ions,  are per sons whose  
convictions were general ly shor t: and who  
d id  ne i ther  know the s in fu lnes s  o f  the i r  
own hear t s ,  nor  the  power fu l  mer i t s  o f  
Christ’s atoning blood.

The number  added to  the  churches  in  
the nor th par t of this town, the compiler  
ha s  not  rece ived.  In  Rocky Hi l l  a  rev i- 
val began last season, and many souls were  
brought to love our Lord supremely. Had- 
dam has l ikewise received a r ich manifest- 
at ion of g race, and many towns along the  
Connecticut River, and some border ing on  
the sea ;  a s  Gui l ford,  Brandford,  and the,  
c i ty  of  New-Haven.  The Col lege in that 
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c i ty  caught  a  f ew drops  o f  mercy  f rom  
heaven,  and some young men who went  
thither to become eminent in human sci- 
ence,  have  become wi se  unto  s a lva t ion .  
May they be burning and shining lights in  
the world, and be instrumental of turning  
many to righteousness.

Once more,  we may tur n our a t tent ion  
up the Connect icut River.  There we be- 
hold the ci ty of Har t ford,  as  a most dis- 
t inguished place in the catalogue of towns  
exa l ted to  heaven,  in  pr iv i leges  and ap- 
pear ing before the throne with a multitude  
o f  c o nve r t s .  Wi t h i n  a  f ew  ye a r s ,  t h e  
churches have been so constantly f avoured  
wi th re f re sh ing s t reams of  sa lva t ion,  and  
large additions of members, that they seem  
to view these mani fes ta t ions so common,  
that they have neglected to g ive informa- 
t ion to the world that the Lord is  among  
them of  a  t r uth .  Eas t-Har t ford has  been  
e x t en s ive l y  rev ived .  Wind so r  h a s  b e en  
a l a r med,  and a  few have f led for  re fuge  
and laid hold on the hope set before them 
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in  the  gospe l .  Enf ie ld  ha s  been remem- 
bered before God, and some have left their  
a l l  and fo l lowed Jesus .  Suf f ie ld  has  been  
not iced,  a s  shar ing large ly in that  mercy  
w h i c h  e n d u re t h  f o r  eve r .  O ve r  E a s t - 
Spr ingf ield the cloud passed, only distil l ing  
as it passed here and there a reviving drop.  
Over  West-Spr ingf ie ld  i t  hung for  many  
day s .  The  thunder  o f  God ’s  power  wa s  
heard, rockey hearts rent, the graves of sin- 
ner s  were opened and many of the sa ints  
arose Blessed be God, they did not wish  
to s leep any longer among the dead,  for  
their sa lvation was nearer than when they  
be l i eved .  They  he ld  f rom seven  to  t en  
meet ings  in  a  week.  The people  f locked  
to these meetings with wil l ing minds and  
large number s were made acquainted with  
t h e  S av iou r  o f  s i nne r s .  A l l  d enomina - 
t ion s  sha red  in  th i s  sou l  r av i sh ing ,  and  
saving work. About f i f ty joined the Bap- 
tist church under the ministry of the Rev.  
Mr.  Rand ,  and  many  t h e  P re s by t e r i a n  
church.

The  Sp i r i t  c ame  down l i ke  a  cop iou s 
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shower on Hadley.  Nor th Hampton, Hat- 
f i e ld ,  Deer f i e ld ,  Sunder l and ,  Montague,  
Leverett ,  and a large number of towns in  
the vicini ty of  these,  and many hundreds  
were added to the Congregational church- 
es; and other denominations who hold the  
pr inciples  of  the doctr ine of  Chr i s t ,  had  
con s ide r ab l e  add i t ion s .  The  Sp i r i t  con- 
t inued to  sp read  i t s  amaz ing ,  and  hea r t  
reviving influences for more than two hun- 
dred miles  into the nor ther n reg ions .  To  
g ive only a  br ie f  nar ra t ive of  the means  
and instruments which God honoured; the  
views which many had, when the work be- 
g an  to  appea r  among  them;  the  p r aye r  
meetings, humbling, seasons, and joys that  
the  fo l lower s  o f  Je su s  had ;  the  anx ie ty,  
so r rows  and  a lmos t  d i s t re s s ing  t e r rour s ,  
which s inner s fel t ;  the multi tudes,  of dif- 
ferent  ages ,  sexes ,  condi t ions ,  character s ,  
and complexions, who f inal ly professed to  
h ave  l e f t  Egyp t i an  s l ave r y,  c ro s s ed  t he  
Red sea and begun their  journey towards  
a better country, would f i l l  many volumes.  
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Yet some events were so interest ing that  
the wr i ter  cannot  th ink himse l f  jus t i f ied  
in  pa s s ing  them by,  when the  towns  in  
which they took place, are mentioned. In  
Putney,  a  pa r t  o f  Bra t t l eborough,  Wes t- 
mins te r,  Wes tmore l and ,  and Keene,  God  
has wrought wonderfully.

∑

Alstead, (N. H.)
The work f i r s t  appeared in a  smal l  v i l- 

lage in the west par t of this town in Dec.  
1814 .  From this par t i t  spread and touch- 
ed upon some of the borders of Walpole.

A  sma l l  number  o f  p ro f e s so r s  me t  on  
Lord’s  day evenings  for  re l ig ious  confer- 
ence,  which they cont inued under  many  
discourag ing circumstances, hoping, though  
with much trembling, that they should see  
the glory of God. At one of these meet- 
ings, a man about for ty year s happened to  
be present, who on his return home, began  
to inquire in himself , what it could be that 
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should  induce  these  people  to  meet  to- 
ge the r ?  I t  s e emed  a s  though ,  an  agen t  
unseen by the natura l  eye was  opera t ing  
on his mind, and said to his soul,  that i t  
was  re l ig ion;  and that  th i s  reg ion was  a  
divine reality, and that he was destitute of  
i t .  Thi s  t ex t  was  brought  power fu l ly  to  
h i s  mind .  Thou  f o o l ,  t h i s  n i gh t  t hy  s ou l  
s h a l l  b e  r e qu i r e d  o f  t h e e !  H i s  s i n s  we re  
set in order before him, and a deep sense  
of God’s justice in his condemnation, which  
f i l l ed  h i s  sou l  wi th  unspeakable  angui sh  
and d i s t re s s .  But  the  Lord soon appear- 
ed for him, and gave him joy and peace in  
b e l i ev i ng .  A t  t h e  n ex t  con f e renc e,  h e  
came forward and declared what God had,  
done for hi s  soul  to the as tonishment of  
a l l  present .  Many soon came in to hear,  
and a number became impressed,  and the  
work began.

Those who f i r s t  exper ienced renovat ing  
grace were heads of families, who had past  
the mer idian of l ife, and some had ar r ived  
to  o ld  age.  In  the  sp r ing  o f  1815 ,  the 
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work spread among the, young people. This  
was  qu ick  and  power fu l .  The  a t t en t ion ,  
o f  many  wa s  sudden ly  a r re s t ed  wi thout  
any  ex t r ao rd ina r y  mean s ,  and  in  abou t  
four days, the most of them were rejoicing  
in the God of  their  sa lvat ion.  Al l  unne- 
ce s s a r y  bus ine s s  was  su spended ,  and the  
place seemed,

A young heaven on earthly ground, 
And glory in the bud.

The  change  p roduced  by  th i s  work  i s  
ve r y  appa ren t .  In  tho se  f ami l i e s  whe re  
God was  not  wor sh ipped there  the  eve- 
n ing  and  mor n ing  p r aye r s  now a s c end  
t owa rd s  h e ave n .  T h o s e  w h o  r a r e l y,  i f  
ever  a t t ended  publ i ck  wor sh ip,  a re  now  
cons tant ly  a t tent ive  to  the dut ie s  o f  the  
s anc tua r y.  Those  youth s  who were  over  
fond of carnal diver s ions,  now view them  
wi th abhor rence,  and appear  much more  
del ighted in meet ing for prayer and re l i- 
gions conference.
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The specia l  agency of  the div ine Spir i t  
has been remarkably manifested in this re- 
v iva l .  Ord in a r y  mean s  and  i n s t r umen t s  
s eemed a lmos t  ent i re ly  exc luded .  I f  any  
have been rendered impor tant and crown- 
ed with success, they have been pr incipal- 
l y  the  sub j ec t s  o f  the  work .  Pau l  may  
plant and an Apollos water, but God must  
give the increase.

Di s t ingu i sh ing  g r ace  ha s  been  mar ve l - 
lous ly  d i sp l ayed in  the  choice  o f  those,  
who have been the subjects of this glor ious  
work.  Some of  a l l  ages  and c las ses ,  f rom  
twelve to about seventy year s ,  have been  
c a l l ed .  The  mos t  o f  them had  t re a t ed ,  
even the common for ms of  re l ig ious  in- 
struction, with neglect, and some had held  
the whole in the highest  contempt.  They  
are justly viewed as brands plucked out of  
the fire.

Amazing goodness! love divine! 
 O may our grateful hearts adore 
The matchless grace, nor yield to sin 
 Nor wear its cruel fetters more!
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Rockingham, (Vt.)
The work in this and some of the towns  

in its vicinity has been truly g racious, and  
occas ioned unspeakable joy to Chr is t ians .  
Many have felt the power of the Spir it and  
have been enabled to f ly to Jesus for sa l- 
va t ion.  Large acces s ions  have been made  
to  the  churches .  The sma l l  church over  
which the Rev. Mr.  El l iot  was set t led,  a  
f ew yea r s  s ince,  ha s  become numerous ,  
and the meeting house f il led with attentive  
hearer s .  The good work appeared g lor i - 
ous in Cornish (N. H.) Multitudes of men,  
women, and children have exper ienced the  
g r a ce  o f  God .  Mee t ing s ,  i n  eve r y  pa r t  
o f  tha t  town,  were he ld  da i ly,  for  many  
mon th s .  An  a lmo s t  un ive r s a l  a t t en t i on  
was paid to these, by its inhabitants. Peo- 
p le  f rom the  ne ighbour ing  towns  would  
f requent ly  go over  to see and hear  what  
wonder fu l  th ings  the  conver t s  could  ex- 
hibit  to sat i s fy their  cur ios i ty.  Some who  
came to mock, ret i red with deep wounds  
in  the i r  hear t s .  From Cor ni sh  the  work 
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extended to  other  p l ace s .  P la in f ie ld  was  
considerably refreshed, and a number have  
profe s sed Je sus  be fore  men.  Windsor  re- 
ceived a few r ich drops of mercy, from that  
cloud of r ighteousness, that seemed to con- 
t a i n  t h e  t hunde r  o f  God ’s  powe r,  and  
abundance of the water of life, for thirsting  
multitudes.

While the Spir i t  moved upon the hear ts  
o f  hundred s  in  Cor n i sh ,  the  peop l e  in  
Windsor appeared unconcerned and g iven  
over to frolic along the broad road to hell.  
On one side of the Connecticut River, al l  
seemed engaged in rel ig ion; on the other,  
al l  engaged after worldly emoluments, ho- 
nour s  and amusements .  A few Chr i s t i ans  
saw the s igns of  the t imes,  and began to  
pour out their petit ions before the throne  
of  heaven, and to beseech the Lord Jesus  
to come, and tar r y,  and make known his  
power in Windsor.  His ea r  was  no t  heavy  
no r  h i s  a rm sho r t ened .  Meet ings  began to  
mul t ip ly,  and s inner s  began to  hear  the  
word  wi th  g rea te r  so l emni ty.  The  pea l s  
of Sinai’s  thunder fel l ,  and souls began to 
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see and feel  themselves in danger of  hel l  
f i re.  The de luded sons  and daughter s  o f  
pleasure,  sought with a l l  poss ible subt lety  
to maintain their bal l s  and associat ions of  
amusing fool i shness ,  but found themselves  
d i sappointed and overwhelmed with con- 
fu s ion .  The  rev iva l  g r adua l l y  advanced ,  
sinners were alarmed, and Chr istians great- 
ly engaged in prayer and exhor tation. The  
wr i te r  be ing  pa s tor  o f  a  church in  tha t  
vi l lage,  was eye, and he hopes hear t  wit- 
ness to some influences of the spir it upon  
tha t  p l ace.  One day  he  v i s i ted  a  f ami ly  
of  hi s  charge,  of  whom i t  was sa id,  that  
the  Sp i r i t  had  awakened :  He found the  
repor t  ver i f ied.  On ar r iv ing at  the door,  
the man of the house met him, with the  
b ib l e  open ,  and  t e a r s  ro l l i ng  down h i s  
cheeks .  His  hear t  seemed so fu l l  o f  d i s- 
t re s s ,  tha t  he  s t r ugg led somet ime be fore  
l i e  cou ld  u t t e r  a  s ing le  s en tence.  A f te r  
his  pass ions were a l i t t le reduced, l ie be- 
gan to re la te  what  h i s  v iews ,  sent iments  
and manner of l i fe had been; and what he  
now fe l t  and  be l i eved .  He  s a id  tha t  in 
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the morning of life he was often thoughtful  
and ver y  se r ious ly  inc l ined;  but  towards  
the mer idian of life he embraced the senti- 
men t s  o f  t he  Un ive r s a l i s t s  and  bec ame  
ve r y  ca re l e s s .  He was  l a t e ly  b rought  to  
a  s en se  o f  h i s  wre tched  cond i t ion ,  and  
very frequently thought that his sentiments  
were so abhor rent in God’s sight, that par- 
don could not consistently be g ranted him 
—that he viewed himsel f  to be the chief  
of s inner s—that God would be just in ut- 
t e r ing  tha t  awfu l  s en tence  aga in s t  h im,  
Depar t  ye  cu r s ed  in to  eve r l a s t ing,  f i r e,  p r e - 
p a r e d  f o r  t h e  d e v i l  a n d  h i s  a n g e l s.  The  
agony of his soul appeared to be inexpress- 
ible.  He walked,  and wept and f requent- 
ly,  would say,  I  am ruined for  ever ;  my  
sins are too great to be forgiven.

This was an house of sor row, and of joy.  
His wife and a daughter of about fourteen,  
had obtained comfort in believing in Jesus:  
ano the r  daughte r  and  son  dec l a red  tha t  
they were under  condemnat ion,  and that  
the  wra th  o f  God was  upon them.  Thi s  
s cene  wa s  soon  changed .  The  man  wa s 
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brought to cast himself at the feet of Jesus,  
and had very clear views of his r ich, free  
and unspeakable grace; and that God could  
be just, and yet through the merits of Christ,  
cou ld  cons i s tent ly  pardon,  even such an  
hell deserving sinner as himself . Joy beam- 
ed in his  countenance.  He appeared anx- 
ious to let every one know whom he met,  
th a t  Je su s  wa s  p rec iou s  and  cou ld  s ave  
unto the uttermost all who come unto God  
by  h im.  Hi s  d augh te r  who  wa s  deep l y  
concerned, had also obtained hope. These  
four in one family, and men of other fami- 
lies related their exper iences to the church  
of  which the wr iter was pastor,  and pro- 
fessed their faith in Chr ist on the 5th May  
1816 .  Hundreds  a s sembled on th i s  occa- 
sion, and from the solemnity of their coun- 
tenances,  and the f lowing tear s that often  
bathed their cheeks, we might almost con- 
c lude  tha t  they  were  cons t r a ined to  s ay  
within themselves ,  thi s  re l ig ion must  ap- 
pear impor tant to these conver ts ;  i t  must  
possess  powerful  char ms,  and s ingular  in- 
fluences to make them appear so happy, so 
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heavenly,  and so wi l l ing to leave us  a l l ,  
for  Chr is t .  Some among the crowd knew  
by exper ience, that the relig ion these pro- 
f e s s ed ,  wa s  t he  One  t h i n g  n e e d f u l ;  and  
some had impressions made on their minds,  
that will be remembered in the day of judg- 
ment.

Two other  c i rcumstances  a re  wor thy of  
divulgation. A number of rude young men  
were determined to hold on their way in  
vani ty,  and not to regard the Lord’s  day,  
nor attend its solemn assemblies,  nor hear  
what the minister s of Jesus had to deliver  
i n  t h e i r  ma s t e r s  n ame.  The s e  cho s e  a  
room in a pr inting off ice in which a num- 
ber of them usually laboured, and to fasten  
their attention, and enter tain their deprav- 
ed  sou l s ,  they  commenced ca rd  p l ay ing .  
This the continued so long that one arose  
to walk across the room to rest himself; in  
passing, by a table or shelf he saw the bible  
l ie open; he stepped up and thought that  
he would amuse his mind for a moment in  
l ook ing  in to  tha t .  The  f i r s t  p a s s age  in  
tho se  b l e s s ed  page s  tha t  c aught  h i s  eye 
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wa s  t h i s ,  Ex c e p t  y e  r e p e n t ,  y e  s h a l l  a l l  
l i k ew i s e  p e r i s h .  He gazed  upon the  pa s - 
sage with as toni shment ,  and read i t  over  
aga in—Excep t  ye  r epen t ,  ye  sha l l  a l l  l i k e - 
wise  per i sh.  I  bel ieve the declarat ion, sa id  
the young man to himself , and I must per ish  
in my s ins ,  unles s  there i s  some way for  
my escape. That I  have never yet known.  
His  soul  was  f i l led with di s t re s s ,  he le f t  
the room and his wicked companions, and  
sought  to  f ind a  p lace,  in  God’s  ear th ly  
sanctuary. Card playing, dancing, and every  
other vain, and soul destroying amusement  
was left. No place, but that in which Jesus  
was preached, in which his  sa ints  prayed,  
sung and exhorted could now be desired by  
him. His concern continued a few weeks,  
and Chr ist we hope gave him rest. Another  
youth of a s imilar disposit ion and practice  
was  a r re s ted one evening,  a s  he was  re- 
t ir ing to bed at a late hour of the night,  
found al l  the beds in the room apparently  
fu l l ,  and tur ning himsel f  about sa id ,  and  
where shal l  I  lodge? This being a tavern,  
a traveller had taken the bed in which this 
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younger man usual ly s lept;  and thanks for  
ever be rendered unto God, for  s topping  
one of his servants to rest in that house, and  
for  direct ing him to that  ver y bed.  This  
pious man said, come and s leep with me.  
He accep ted  the  inv i t a t ion .  The  t r ave l - 
ler  ventured to ask him a few quest ions .  
Are you a young gentleman of wealth? No  
s i r,  rep l ied the young man.  What  would  
you g ive for a ticket, if you could have as- 
surance,  that  i t  would draw a pr ize high  
enough for  your  comfor table  subs i s tence  
while you lived? I would g ive any thing I  
now possess and should be willing to labour  
a number of months to obtain such a ticket.  
Would you g ive all you have to be entitled  
to a kingdom, and be assured that in a very  
shor t time, you should enter it and possess  
i t .  O Si r,  that  i s  car r y ing th ings  to f a r,  
there is no kingdom to be obtained by poor  
per sons in this way. Yes young man, there  
i s  the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are the,  
poo r  i n  sp i r i t  f o r  t h e i r s  i s  t h e  k ingdom o f  
h e a v e n .  A s k  a n d  y o u  s h a l l  r e c e i v e.  And  
wha t s o e ve r  ye  s ha l l  a sk  i n  my  name,  t ha t 
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wi l l  I  do,  s a id  Je su s .  And I  appo in t  un to  
y o u  a  k i n g d o m .  S e e k  f i r s t  t h e  k i n g d o m  
o f  h e a ven .  You  c an  have  th i s  k ingdom,  
young man, through the mer its  of Chr ist ,  
only for asking. This  kingdom wil l  never  
fade away, it will never be destroyed.

The travel ler  fe l l  a s leep,  and the young  
man pondered upon what  had been sa id.  
After meditating sometime upon the theme  
of their conver sation he s lept unti l  morn- 
ing.  When he awoke,  the man was  gone  
on his way, but what he had said remained  
f ixed  in  h i s  sou l .  Ask and  you  sha l l  r e - 
c e i ve  a  k ingdom r ung in hi s  ear s .  Al l  h i s  
vain associates who saw him the next day,  
d i scovered a  change in  h i s  countenance.  
He could no longer jest  and be mer ry in  
their  presence.  He could no longer min- 
gle in the crowd of thoughtless sinners and  
squander away his precious t ime in recre- 
a t ions .  The thunder of  S ina i  reached hi s  
e a r s ,  and  f l aming  ju s t i ce  sp read  a round  
h im .  The r e  i s  n o  p e a c e,  s a i t h  t h e  L o rd ,  
un t o  t h e  w i c k e d .  Th i s  s e emed  fo r  some  
t ime to hang heavy on hi s  soul .  He and 
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many young per sons were hopeful ly con- 
verted in this revival.

Har t l and shared in  th i s  work.  Norwick  
had a very refreshing shower.  Many souls  
were brought home to God. Lebanon ex- 
p e r i e n c e d  s o m e  m e rc y  d ro p s  H a n ove r  
was highly favoured, especially in the north  
east par t of the town. Large numbers were  
awakened, and a considerable number were  
made a l ive to God,  and uni ted with the  
churche s  in  tha t  reg ion .  The  wr i t e r  i s  
happy, in having it in his power to inform  
the publick that the College, from which,  
many pious young men have come for th to  
preach Jesus, and have been very eminent,  
in  the  min i s t r y,  was  not  pa s sed  by.  On  
tha t  d i s t ingu i shed sea t  o f  l i t e ra ture,  the  
Spi r i t  made known i t s  omnipotent  ener- 
g ies .  Some who came to that place,  with  
hear ts of entire self ishness, felt in the time  
of this revival the expanding influences of  
g race,  and were made wil l ing to count a l l  
t h i n g s,  bu t  l o s s  f o r  t h e  e x c e l l e n c y  o f  t h e  
k n o w l e d g e  o f  C h r i s t  J e s u s.  T h i s  g r a c e  
rendered them very active for God and the 
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s ou l s  o f  t h e i r  f e l l ow  men .  They  h e l d  
p r aye r  mee t ing s ,  appo in ted  con fe rence s ,  
and went out into di f ferent par t s  of  that  
town, and into the village of Norwick, and  
exhor ted s inner s  to repent ,  and sa int s  t o  
awake,  and a r i s e  f rom the  dead.  God own- 
ed their labour s and added to their num- 
bers.

The wr iter had the pleasure of attending  
two of those meetings, and can with much  
s a t i s f ac t ion announce,  tha t  those  sea sons  
are yet recol lected with more than ordin- 
ar y g rat i tude to our ascended Redeemer,  
who gave g ifts  to those students, and dis- 
posi t ions fervent ly engaged for the sa lva- 
tion of men, and the glory of Christ.

Th i s  work  ex tended  f a r  up  the  Rive r  
and spread wide into both states. Vermont  
ha s  been  pa r t i a l l y  b l e s s ed  wi th  rev iva l s  
for  many year s ;  but  in  1816  the heavens  
seemed to bow down upon her thousand  
summits, and the Spir it spread its effusions  
into more than one hundred societies. The  
work was most remarkable and i l lustr ious.  
From some of the towns I  have obtained 
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very accurate nar rat ives ,  and shal l  present  
them to my reader s :  fu l ly  be l iev ing that  
the same spir it  that descended upon those  
thousands ,  wi l l  descend upon some who  
may peruse these refreshing accounts.

Your harps, ye trembling saints, 
 Down from the willows take; 
Loud to the praise of Christ our Lord, 
 Bid every string awake.

∑

Fair-Haven.
The church of which the Rev. R. Cush- 

man was  pas tor,  had become ver y smal l .  
Only four males ,  and twenty f ive females  
we re  member s  i n  Augu s t  1816 .  Dur ing  
the whole of the summer a dark cloud over- 
sp re ad  them,  and  the  f rowns  o f  d iv ine  
Providence were general ly felt  in al l  par ts  
of New-England. Mr. Cusliman, and many  
more of  hi s  people than he expected as- 
sembled on the 31st  July, ag reeably to his  
request ,  and spent the day in f ast ing, hu- 
mil ia t ion,  and prayer.  From that  t ime his 
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meetings on Lord’s days began to be more  
full and more solemn.

About  the f i r s t  o f  September,  the Rev.  
Mr. Beaman of the State of Georgia preach- 
ed for  Mr.  Cushmah a number of  t imes .  
Being uncommonly g i f ted in  ora tor y,  he  
drew together a multitude of hearers, from  
a l l  qua r t e r s .  The  Ho ly  Sp i r i t  a t t ended  
his preaching, and he was peculiarly f aith- 
ful to his Master, and the souls of his hear- 
e r s .  He  wa s  ev iden t l y  made  an  in s t r u- 
ment in the hand of God, of great good to  
that  people by exci t ing genera l  a t tent ion  
to the subject of relig ion, which began to  
be a genera l  topic of  conver sat ion in a l- 
mos t  eve r y  c i rc l e.  Be s i de s  t h i s  g ene r a l  
a t t en t ion  and so lemni ty,  noth ing  spec i a l  
appeared as  yet ,  except ing in Mr.  Cush- 
man’s  f ee l ings .  He began to  be  sens ibly  
impres sed with the a lmost  cer ta inty,  that  
God was about to pour out his Spir it and  
ef fect  a  genera l  refor mation.  I t  appeared,  
as  though he could see the cloud gather,  
and the showers of divine g race approach.  
He felt prepared, and stood ready to attend 
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to  whatever  God had for  h im to  do in  
such a work, in a different sense from what  
he ever did before. Though he had always  
been wishing, and praying for such a sea- 
son, yet he never felt to stand in a waiting  
posture till then.

Although the pecul iar ly melancholy sea- 
son, and the powerful preaching of Mr. B.  
were undoubtedly the means, in the hand  
of God, of excit ing general  attention; yet  
there were other instruments,  which con- 
spired to aid on the glor ious work. About  
the f i r s t  of  September,  conference meet- 
ings ,  which had been ent i re ly  neg lec ted  
dur ing  the  summer,  were  aga in  rev ived .  
The f i r s t  meet ing was  wel l  a t tended and  
so lemn. Among those who at tended,  was  
a  man,  about for ty f ive,  who had a lways  
been  a  l e ad ing  cha rac te r,  and  doubt l e s s  
had more influence in the town and society,  
than  any  o the r  ind iv idua l .  He  wa s  no t  
only forward in town af f a i r s ,  in erect ing  
an e legant  house for  publ ick wor ship,  in  
suppor t ing  the  gospe l ,  and in  a l l  u se fu l  
publick inst i tutions;  but was a l so a leader 
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in all publick celebrations, and vain diver- 
s ions .  He was a  punctual  a t tendant upon  
publick worship: but seldom attended con- 
ference. Being only a few professor s  pre- 
sent ,  Mr.  Cushman asked him, i f  he had  
nothing to say.  He rose immediate ly,  and  
addressed the assembly, direct ing his  con- 
ver sation par ticularly to the young people.  
He told them that  he had late ly been to  
Granvi l le,  (N. Y.)  where there was  a  re- 
vival; and he found the people engaged in  
things of  re l ig ion.  The at tent ion,  he ob- 
se r ved  was  not  conf ined  to  women and  
ch i l d ren ,  and  men  o f  weak  mind s :  bu t  
men of  the  f i r s t  charac ter s ,  and ta lent s ,  
were  engaged,  and spent  cons iderable  o f  
their t ime in attending meetings, and per- 
suading their fel low sinner s to repent. He  
seemed to ta lk  a s  though he had doubts  
re spect ing the d iv in i ty  of  the scr iptures ,  
and the  t r u th  o f  re l ig ion.  But  s a id  tha t  
there might be a reality in these things, as  
so many were engaged in them; and i f  so  
i t  was al l  impor tant for them to know it .  
And as they never could have a better op- 
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portunity, he advised them to g ive up their  
d iver s ions  and va in  amusement s ,  for  the  
present, and devote the f al l  and winter to  
the  examinat ion of  the  sub jec t .  He sa id  
he,  would unite,  with them, and make a  
thorough inquir y.  I f  a f ter  a  f a i thfu l ,  im- 
pa r t i a l  and  thorough  examina t ion ,  they  
should f ind that relig ion was a farce, heaven  
an imag inar y good,  and hel l  a  bug-bear,  
they would give themselves no more trouble  
about  i t .  But  i f  they found those th ings  
to be realit ies, as many of super ior talents  
and solemnly believe, they must be all im- 
por tant; and they would g ive al l  di l igence  
to obtain an interest in them. If they were  
impor tant  to one,  they were to a l l .  And  
i f  they were any th ing,  they were ever y  
thing.

The  peop le  hea rd  wi th  a t t en t ion ;  and  
by their profound si lence, seemed to yield  
the i r  a s s en t ,  and  en te r  in to  the  so lemn  
a g r e e m e n t .  I t  t h e n  p ro p o s e d  t o  a t - 
tend to a number of questions which were  
calculated to lead the mind to inquire into  
the rea l i ty and impor tance of  re l ig ion. A 
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ques t ion was  accordingly  proposed to be  
discussed the next Lord’s day evening, re- 
specting the immor tal i ty of the soul.  The 
next ,  man’s  accountab i l i ty.  The t r u th  o f  
the scr iptures ,  future s tate of  retr ibution,  
&c. By the time these questions were dis- 
cu s sed ,  many,  who a t t ended ,  were  con- 
vinced that  re l ig ion indeed was a  rea l i ty,  
and of  the f i r s t  impor tance.  They found,  
that it was high time to attend to the con- 
cerns of eternity, and secure the salvation  
o f  the i r  immor ta l  sou l s .  The i r  meet ings  
increased, and were more and more inter- 
esting and solemn.

Towards  the end of  September  ca se s  o f  
conv i c t ion  began  to  mu l t i p l y.  God  wa s  
evidently among them by the powerful op- 
e ra t ions  o f  h i s  Sp i r i t .  Conferences  were  
appointed in different neighbourhoods, and  
were  genera l ly  c rowded:  but  there  were  
no hopeful conver sions t i l l  about the f ir st  
o f  November.  A s  the  man  above  men- 
tioned had at ways gone forward, and taken  
the lead in al l  their aff air s and diver sions,  
and had made the proposa l  to  a t tend to 
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the things of relig ion; it seemed as though  
the people were then wait ing for him to  
b reak  the  way,  and  l e ad  them in to  the  
kingdom of heaven. Though he was much  
engaged, continual ly going from house to  
house, per suading s inner s to attend meet- 
ings ,  and seek thei r  soul ’s  sa lvat ion,  and  
was  under so lemn convict ion of  hi s  own  
last  s tate by mature; yet his  hear t seemed  
to resist, for a long time the influences of  
the Spir i t .  His  convict ion increased,  and  
his anxiety for the salvation of his neigh- 
bour s  d id  net  aba te.  At  a  conference in  
the meeting house or, the f ir st  Lord’s day  
in November, he was much distressed, re- 
la ted the exerci ses  of  hi s  own mind,  ex- 
pressed a sense of his own per i lous s i tua- 
t i on ,  and  wa r ned  t h e  p eop l e .  Towa rd s  
the close of the meeting he rose again and  
spake at  considerable length,  and in such  
a  manner as  to interes t  the fee l ings ,  and  
gain the uncommon attention of the whole  
audience.  He then mentioned the solemn  
resolution that he had made; that he was de- 
termined, by the strength of the Almighty, 
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to seek an interest in Chr ist, make relig ion  
his business and serve his God the remain- 
der of his days.  He urged it  upon al l  the  
people to make the same resolut ion,  and  
u sed  many  impre s s ive  a rgument s .  When  
he had gotten their minds wrought up to  
an high pitch, he made a proposal to them,  
and earnest ly requested that al l  those who  
had any regard for  the i r  own soul s ,  and  
were  wi l l ing  to  make such a  re so lut ion,  
would then manifest it by falling upon their  
knee s  w i th  h im,  and  s ay ing  the  Lord ’s  
p r aye r.  I t  be ing  so  sudden ,  and  unex- 
pec ted ,  the  whole  a s sembly  were  s t r uck  
and seemed to drop at once. Many, i f  not  
the  g rea te s t  pa r t  a t  tha t  moment ,  made  
the  so l emn re so lve ;  and  p l edged  them- 
selves to ful f i l ,  by the repetit ion of those  
sacred words .  When they came to ref lect  
upon the t ransact ion which was done by  
many  wi thout  any  p remed i t a t ion ,  be ing  
thus  ca l led to i t  unawares ,  they were so  
struck with their high obligations to God,  
that they could f ind no rest to their souls  
t i l l  they had paid their  vow, and by the 
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Sp i r i t  had  co rd i a l l y  embraced  the  Lord  
Jesus Christ.

A number,  though somewhat  impres sed  
before,  dated their  f i r s t  deep concern for  
the i r  sou l s  f rom th i s  mee t ing  and  f rom  
the i r  sudden  re so lu t ion .  The  man  who  
ca l led the people to the resolut ion, him- 
sel f ,  seeing the immediate effect,  was also  
struck with a more awful sense of his own  
s i tuat ion.  He saw that  i t  was  l ike ly  that  
God was making an instrument of him, to  
cal l  up the attention of the people to the  
conce r n s  o f  e t e r n i t y,  and  i t  s t r uck  h i s  
mind with force, that he might be the means  
of the conviction and conver sion of some  
s i nne r s ;  and  wh i l e  they  were  de l ive red  
f rom des t r uc t ion,  by  h i s  in s t r umenta l i ty,  
he himse l f  should be cas t  down to he l l .  
He was  not  a lone in hi s  fear s .  His  own  
publick, and solemn resolution also, seem- 
ed to heighten his distress and increase his  
c o nv i c t i o n .  H i s  a n x i e t y  wa s  s o  g r e a t  
after this transaction, that he scarcely clos- 
ed his  eyes  to s leep that  night .  He went  
f rom the meet ing to hi s  own house,  but 
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could not retire to rest from, a sense of his  
awfu l  s i tua t ion.  He went  out  to  one o f  
his neighbours whose wife was pious, and  
the only professor living in the village, and  
requested her to pray for  him. The hus- 
band and two workmen were present, and  
under  deep d i s t re s s  for  the i r  own soul s .  
She told him that he must pray for himself .  
He sa id,  he was so wicked he could not  
p ray.  She  urged  i t  upon h im aga in  and  
aga in .  He f ina l ly  concluded,  that ,  i f  she  
would pray for him, that he might pray, he  
would make the attempt:  for they a l l  fe l t  
a s  though they mus t  have  a  prayer,  and  
the re  wa s  no  o ther  p ro fe s so r  nea r.  Ac- 
cordingly,  they a l l  knee led down and he  
attempted to pray—but received no rel ief .  
He said afterwards, that his hear t appeared  
a s  ha rd  a s  a  s tone,  and h i s  p rayer,  l ike  
that in the meeting house, seemed not to  
r i s e  above  h i s  head .  God appeared  a t  a  
vas t  d i s tance;  and i t  was  with the g reat- 
est diff iculty that he could br ing him into  
his mind. He scarcely knew what he want- 
ed  in  p rayer,  and  i t  s eemed to  h im a l l 
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abomination. He then returned home, and  
cont inued in the same frame of  mind a l l  
n igh t  and  the  nex t  day.  S l eep  and  re s t  
depar ted f rom him. Monday evening was  
t he  s t a t ed  t ime  o f  the i r  week ly  p r aye r  
meeting, and i t  was held at  his  house by  
the  reques t  o f  h i s  wi fe.  Many a t tended,  
and  the  meet ing  was  so lemn and in te r- 
e s t ing .  He  wa s  more  ca lm in  h i s  mind  
du r ing  the  s e r v i ce s ;  and  tha t  n i gh t  he  
re s t ed  qu ie t l y  un t i l  mor n ing .  When  he  
awoke he found a sur pr is ing a l terat ion in  
h i s  f ee l ing s .  God appea red  nea r  to  h im  
and he felt reconciled to him through Jesus  
Chr ist, whom he could then clearly see as  
he said on the r ight hand of the Father in- 
terceding for his  people.  Before this  t ime  
he never had such a clear view of the Sav- 
iour,  as  mediator between God and man.  
He seemed to embrace him and t rus t  in  
his merits alone for salvation.

Before the revival commenced, there was  
not a male professor in the village, and but  
very few in town. When the minds of the  
people began to be cal led up to the con-
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cer n s  o f  e te r n i ty,  and  the i r  consc ience s  
awakened, they began to see their desola- 
tion, and feel the propr iety and importance  
of f amily prayer.  But as  none could pray,  
or  dare make the at tempt,  thi s  man pro- 
posed to  have  a s  many a s  cou ld  a t tend,  
meet every morning in the schoolhouse at  
seven o’c lock, and have Mr. Cushman go  
and read a chapter in the bible and pray  
with them as a substitute for family prayers  
in  the i r  own house s .  Th i s  p r ac t i ce  wa s  
continued from the commencement of the  
rev iva l ,  t i l l  they  began to  pray  in  the i r  
own f amil ies.  These meetings were owned  
of God, and blessed to the good of many  
souls.

Th i s  man s a id  on  Tuesday  mor n ing  a t  
their prayer meeting, that lie felt as though  
he could submit to God. About the same  
time a number were brought into the king- 
dom.  How wonde r f u l  a re  t h e  way s  o f  
God! Though he is inf initely aisle to br ing  
peop le  to  exper ience  h i s  g race,  wi thout  
means as well  as with; yet he always uses  
them, and just such as he pleases, as though 
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he could do nothing without; and often in  
a manner surpr is ing to us, but always ho- 
nourable to himself.

Immediate ly a f ter  the conver s ion of  the  
man who had been so instrumental in call- 
ing up the at tent ion of  other s ,  the work  
r a p i d l y  i n c re a s ed .  Eve r y  d ay  f o r  s ome  
weeks,  there were some instances of con- 
v i c t ion ,  and  some  hope fu l  conve r s ion s .  
These conver ts  were humble, and solemn,  
and a l ive  in  the cause  o f  re l ig ion.  That  
man, in a special manner of whom conside- 
rable has already been wr itten, dwelt upon  
a  theme ent i re ly  new.  He was  the  f i r s t ,  
who  made  a  p ro f e s s ion  o f  h i s  f a i th  in  
Christ.

In November and December the work of  
God was so powerful, and made such won- 
der fu l  prog res s ,  that  a l l  apparent  oppos i- 
t ion was hushed; and i t  appeared that  a l l  
were coming, and would bow before the all- 
conquer ing.  Spi r i t  o f  g race,  to  the mi ld  
scept re  o f  the  Pr ince  o f  Peace.  Al l  was  
un i t y  and  l ove  among  Chr i s t i an s .  The  
pr inc ipa l  inqui r y  among the  impeni tent , 
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was ,  What  sha l l  we  do  t o  b e  s aved?  The  
conver ts seemed to think of litt le else, but  
to  g lo r i f y  God  the i r  De l ive re r,  and  do  
something to advance his  cause,  and per- 
suade their fel low beings to he reconciled  
to God, through the merits of Christ.

Though  th i s  a ccount  ha s  a l re ady  been  
drawn out to a g reater length than many  
other s ,  yet  the wr i ter  per suades  h imse l f ,  
that  hi s  reader s  wi l l  he s t i l l  enter ta ined,  
with the relat ion of a few more cases,  in  
which the agency of the Spir it is most i l- 
lustriously made known.

One man, nearly sixty, who had been an  
inf luent ia l  character,  and forward in sup- 
por ting the gospel, and other useful insti- 
tut ions ,  but f ar  f rom rel ig ion,  was unex- 
pectedly wrought upon by the Spir it of God  
and made a hopeful subject of his  special  
g race.  He was a man of undoubted vera- 
city and str ict integ r ity. He had the con- 
f idence of the publick and discharged the  
duties of several off ices of trust in the town  
w i t h  f a i t h f u l n e s s  a n d  a b i l i t y.  H e  wa s  
gene r a l l y  con s ide red  mora l ,  though  no t 
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en t i re l y  f re e  f rom p ro f an i t y.  He  wa s  a  
warm fr iend, but a severe enemy. He was  
perhaps, in the str ictest sense one of those  
who loved his  fr iends and hated his  ene- 
mies, and considered himself justif ied in so  
doing. He had been a violent opposer of  
the doctr ine of g race; but f inding that he  
cou ld  not  ma in ta in  an  a rgument  aga in s t  
i t ,  he became in a measure convinced of  
his  er ror,  and showed no publick opposi- 
t ion to the doctr ine for  some year s .  He  
genera l l y  a t t ended publ i ck  wor sh ip ;  and  
depended for salvation upon his own works.  
He thought if he were moral in his exter- 
nal conduct, he should cer tainly be saved.  
He had a long catalogue of supposed good  
works, set to his account, which he, con- 
f idently believed would move than balance  
a l l  t he  cha rge s  wh ich  God  migh t  have  
aga ins t  h im; and with these he expected  
to  purchase  sa lva t ion.  Upon th i s  g round  
he was so f irmly f ixed that he could not be  
dr iven from it by al l  the arguments which  
could be drawn from reason and the word  
of  God. He knew the mind of  c lear  and 
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well doctr inated Chr istians respecting him,  
and was sensible that the preaching which  
he cons tant ly  heard was  a l l  aga ins t  h im.  
But all did not avail any thing to alter his  
op in ion  re spec t ing  h imse l f .  He  wa s  i g - 
noran t  o f  the  Sc r ip ture s ,  hav ing  tu r ned  
his attention almost wholly to things of a  
wor ld ly  na tu re.  He  o f t en  addre s s ed  the  
peop le  a t  con fe rence  mee t ing s .  He  be- 
sought them to refor m, and become rel i- 
g ious ,  and be  engaged ;  and he  s a id ,  he  
meant to be as  re l ig ious as  any of  them;  
having no idea of the depravity of his own  
hear t ,  or necess i ty of  a  change;  but sup- 
posed,  tha t  a l l  tha t  was  neces sa r y  to  be  
relig ious, was to be morally honest, punc- 
tua l  in  per for ming some exter na l  dut ie s ,  
and  a  ce r t a in  deg ree  o f  engagedne s s  in  
the  cau se.  And a l l  th i s  might  be  done,  
with such hear ts  as they already had. Mr.  
Cushman had  o f ten  conver sed  wi th  h im  
upon thi s  subject ,  endeavour ing to show  
him his true situation, the danger of resting  
upon such g round, and the impor tance of  
regenerat ion; but apparent ly to very l i t t le  
effect.
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He ca l led upon Mr.  Cushman one day,  
and conversed upon what Mr. C. had often  
urged upon h i s  bearer s  concer n ing  se l f - 
examination, and how if bearer s would be  
f aithful to themselves they might ascer tain  
the state of their hear ts ;  and that he had  
according to those directions, made a faith- 
ful ,  and thorough examination, and found  
tha t  h i s  hear t  was  changed,  i f  th i s  were  
neces s a r y ;  i t  was  cer t a in ly  r ight  a t  l a s t ;  
for he had done many things to the glory  
of God. With a degree of surpr ise Mr. C.  
sa id,  Well ,  I  am more discouraged. Upon  
which the man rai sed his  voice and sa id,  
Why?  Wha t  o the r  mot ive  cou ld  I  have  
in  enter ta in ing and suppor t ing mini s ter s ,  
bui lding meet ing houses ,  a t tending meet- 
ings ,  re l ieving the dis tressed &c.? Mr. C.  
v iewed i t  o f  no impor tance  to  conver se  
much with him; for the man was still f ixed  
in  se l f i shnes s ,  and came to  e s t abl i sh  h i s  
own  r i gh t eou sne s s .  Th i s  r e l u c t an c e  t o  
conver se  wi th  h im cons iderably  ag i t a ted  
his mind. Mr. C. perceiving this ,  and the  
apparent anxiety of his mind, and that he 
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was not entirely easy and secure, conver s- 
ed freely and dealt plainly with him. The  
man listened with attention, and was some- 
what affected.

Some  day s  a f t e r  t h i s  conve r s a t i on ,  he  
knowing the opinion of his  minis ter,  and  
many Chr i s t i ans  concer ning him, he de- 
termined to sit down, and try the solidity  
and s trength of  hi s  foundat ion for future  
happiness .  He accordingly recounted over  
de l i be r a t e l y  and  re ckoned  up  h i s  good  
deeds ,  which he had been placing to hi s  
credit for so many year s,  and found as he  
thought,  that  they were so numerous and  
of so good a quality that a just God could  
not send him to hel l .  His mountain then  
stood stronger than ever :  but the thought  
recur red to his  mind, that he might have  
some evi l  deeds  and he would add them  
up also, compare them with his good works,  
and  s t r i ke  the  ba l ance.  He  acco rd ing ly  
began to reckon them up, one by one, and  
soon found that they were more numerous  
than  what  he  had  ever  imag ined .  Many  
things recurred to his mind of which he had 
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not thought for  year s :  and many,  other s ,  
which he had always considered innocent,  
appeared then to be heinous  s ins  in  the  
s ight  of  God. The more he thought,  the  
more rapidly his sins rushed into his mind;  
and he began to repent of his undertaking,  
and to shr ink from the unwelcome vision;  
but then found that  i t  was imposs ible to  
prevent  h i s  s in s  f rom rushing into v iew.  
His s ins were set in order before his eyes  
and the sight, he thought was more than he  
could bear.  He began to see c lear ly that ,  
on the ground of good works, he was gone;  
for his evil deeds exceeded his good ones:  
and like a drowning man, catching at every  
straw, and almost in a state of desperation,  
he suddenly turned his mind to the other  
side, to see if he could not f ind more good  
deeds,  that he might yet i f  poss ible,  have  
enough to balance his  s ins.  But upon the  
f ir st sight of his good works, he saw to his  
u t te r  a s toni shment ,  to  use  h i s  own l an- 
guage, that they were all good for nothing.  
Hi s  con fu s ion  wa s  g rea t !  He  knew no t  
what  to do.  The foundat ion upon which 
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he had stood for more than half a century,  
was swept away, and he was left in a state  
of  despai r.  His  s ins  appeared l ike moun- 
tains before him, ready to crush him into  
he l l ,  and he had nothing;  to  se t  aga ins t  
them. He thought  then tha t  none could  
be  so  g re a t  a  s i nne r  a s  he.  In s t e ad  o f  
having done much for God, to promote his  
g lory,  as  he had vainly imag ined, he had  
done nothing a t  a l l .  Hi s  whole  l i f e  had  
been but one continual act of s in and re- 
be l l ion aga ins t  God;  and he saw no way  
by which it was possible for him to escape  
e t e r n a l  woe.  He  t hough t  h e  mu s t  b e  
damned and that justly.

Mr. Cushman visited him, and found him  
almost in the border s of complete despair.  
He talked constantly, and often mentioned  
h i s  abused pr iv i leges ,  l ament ing h i s  pa s t  
life, in which he had done nothing for God,  
and bemoaned hi s  f a te.  Mr.  C.  spoke to  
him upon the eff icacy of Chr ist’s death, the  
fulness  of  the atonement for s inner s ,  and  
the Omnipotency of the. Spir it; he replied,  
that  i t  was too la te ;  there was no mercy 
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for him: his  happiness was for ever at  an  
end. They went to conference that  even- 
ing, and he took an ear ly oppor tunity to  
addre s s  the  a s sembly.  He then t a lked  a s  
he  neve r  d id  be fo re.  In  a  ve r y  f ee l ing  
manner,  he warned the people,  especia l ly  
the youths, of their imminent danger while  
impenitent, and solemnly admonished them,  
not to put off the all important concerns of  
e t e r n i t y.  Fo r  h i s  o b s t i n a t e  b l i n d n e s s ,  
when be had been so often warned of his  
danger, his utter neglect of God, awful in- 
g ra t i tude and wickedness ,  he was  ut ter ly  
ruined: his misery had already begun, and  
he then fe l t  the tor ments  of  despai r  en- 
k ind led  in  h i s  b rea s t .  Hi s  addre s s  made  
a solemn impression upon the minds of the  
people, which was not soon forgotten. In  
this despair ing state he continued for some  
days ,  l ament ing,  a s  he thought ,  h i s  most  
aggravated sin, his awful ingratitude to his  
heavenly benefactor.

At  l ength  God appeared  for  h i s  re l i e f ,  
opened his eyes to see his Saviour, whose  
r ighteousness was suff icient to cover all his 



116 religious

sins;  and opened his hear t to receive him  
as his  a l l-suff icient Redeemer. A f lood of  
divine light appeared to break in upon his  
soul, and f il l him with joy inexpressible. A  
view of the Saviour, dispelled those clouds  
o f  da rkne s s  which  had  so  long  hovered  
over his mind, and drove away his despair.  
Sor row was immediate ly  tur ned into joy,  
beau ty  was  g i ven  h in t  f o r  a she s,  th e  o i l  o f  
j oy  fo r  mourn ing,  and the  ga rment  o f  p ra i s e  
f o r  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  h e a v i n e s s.  H i s  t r a n s l a - 
tion out of darkness and despair into God’s  
marve l lous  l ight ,  was  so sudden and un- 
expected, that he could not forbear crying  
out,  though alone, g lory to God!  He took  
the f ir s t  oppor tunity to relate in publick,  
what the Lord had done for his soul. The  
re l a t ion was  s t r ik ing  and in te re s t ing .  In  
this conversion, the favour of God has been  
so evident ly manifes ted,  that  the enemies  
of Chr ist, and his doctr ine have been con- 
founded .  He ha s  eve r  s ince  su s t a ined  a  
cha r ac te r  tha t  i s  t r u ly  ind ica t ive  o f  h i s  
renovation. He seems to be astonished be- 
yond measure, that he should live so long, 
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bl ind to the beaut ies  of  God’s  character,  
and the excellency of religion.

Ano the r  rema rkab l e  i n s t ance  o f  God ’s  
abounding grace was exhibited in the con- 
version of a man of about thir ty f ive, who  
had l ived in that town about three year s ,  
wi thout  a t tending publ ick  wor sh ip  more  
than  two or  th ree  ha l f  day s .  When the  
awakening began he made l ight of i t ,  and  
c a l l e d  i t  e n t hu s i a sm .  H i s  w i f e ’s  s i s t e r  
who then resided with him was one of the  
f ir st who was awakened out of the vil lage;  
and for some time, was the only one in that  
neighbourhood who at tended the confer- 
ence s .  A lway s  when  she  re tu r ned  f rom  
those meetings, he was very inquisit ive to  
know what they were doing in the vil lage:  
wha t  new in s t ance s  o f  awaken ing ;  who  
t a lked  in  meet ing ;  what  they  s a id ,  &c. ;  
and turned it off with a degree of r idicule.  
Not long after she went home to her father’s  
in Salem (N. Y.) and tar r ied a few weeks.  
She obtained hope in Chr ist  the morning  
she went away, but did not make it known  
t i l l  she  re tur ned .  At  evening ,  when the 
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t ime for the people to at tend conference  
ar r ived, he felt  the same anxiety to know  
what was going on in the village, as he ex- 
p re s sed  i t ;  and  knew o f  no  one  in  the  
neighbourhood who was going, of whom he  
could inquire.  He waited some t ime, and  
f inal ly concluded that he must go himself .  
He had  then  never  a t t ended  confe rence  
meeting in his  l i fe.  When he entered the  
house, beheld the multitude of people which  
were col lected,  and saw for himsel f  what  
was going on, he was astonished, and ready  
to excla im tha t  the  ha l f  had no t  been to ld  
h im.  He was  immedia te ly  s t r uck  wi th  a  
sense of the real ity and impor tance of re- 
lig ion; and was no longer disposed to treat  
the  sub jec t  w i th  r id i cu l e  o r  l ev i t y.  He  
returned with a heavy heart, wounded con- 
sc ience,  and a  so lemn countenance.  The  
next day was the Sabbath, and he attend- 
ed meet ing a l l  day.  Those ser mons  were  
the f irst he ever really heard, in all his life.  
He attended conference again in the even- 
ing, and prayer meeting on Monday morn- 
ing. But at this meeting, something being 
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s a id  which  s eemed to  d i sp l e a se  h im;  i t  
was suggested to him at  once,  that  there  
was nothing in re l ig ion,  and he instant ly  
determined that he would have nothing to  
do with it. He then resolved to dr ive away  
his ser ious impressions, and get r id of his  
concern of mind as soon as poss ible.  Ac- 
cordingly he went from the meeting to the  
town, found some of his companions, and  
ag reed wi th  them to go the  next  day  a  
hunting. The day ar r ived and he went in  
pur su i t  o f  h i s  game.  He found however,  
that  he took himsel f  with him, and that  
hi s  conscience could not  be quieted.  He  
went the next day, sti l l  resolving to diver t  
hi s  mind,  and dr ive away hi s  convict ion;  
but  succeeded no be t te r  than be fore.  I t  
not being convenient to go again the next  
day, he turned his attention to some other  
employment.  But he found, before night ,  
that  i t  was  a  va in th ing to f ight  aga ins t  
God any longer.  Ins tead of  dr iv ing away  
the Spir it ,  and st i f f l ing his conviction, be  
found tha t  h i s  anxie ty  for  h i s  sou l ,  and  
conviction of s in, constantly increased. To 
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s i l ence  the  upbra id ings  o f  a  gu i l ty  con- 
science, was absolutely impossible. Though  
his  days were spent in diver s ion, and ap- 
parent cheerfulness,  his nights were s leep- 
l e s s ,  and  d i s t re s s ing  beyond  expre s s ion .  
Be yielded, gave up the idea of banishing  
hi s  fear s  in thi s  manner,  and of  s t i f f l ing,  
his conviction, and resolved once more to  
attend to the concerns of his soul in earn- 
es t .  He aga in a t tended conference meet- 
ings ;  and when Mr.  Cushman had a pr i- 
va te  conver sa t ion wi th h im for  the  f i r s t  
t ime, he had kept a l l  his  feel ings,  resolu- 
tions and motives entirely to himself .  And  
even then he did not express what he really  
fe l t  in his  soul ;  but requested Mr. C. to  
cal l  on him the next day. Mr. C. went to  
visit him, and when he had asked him how  
he felt. He said, he felt as though he were  
in a new world. He observed, that on re- 
tur ning f rom evening conference he was  
so borne down with a sense of his sins and  
guilt ,  that he dur st not go to bed, for he  
thought if he went to sleep, he should cer- 
t a in ly  awake  in  he l l .  Hi s  f ami ly  a l l  re-
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tired, ignorant of his s ituation, and he sat  
up  t i l l  i t  was  ver y  l a te.  Hi s  conv ic t ion  
and  d i s t re s s  inc rea sed ,  t i l l  he  began  to  
despa i r  o f  e scaping that  wrath which he  
justly deserved.—There could be no mercy  
for him; and i t  was of  l i t t le consequence  
how soon he knew the wor st of his  case.  
He tr ied to pray,  but  could say nothing.  
He concluded at length to go to bed, and  
r i s k  t h e  con s equence s .  And  a s  h e  re - 
cl ined his  head upon his  pi l low, in awful  
agony, he felt to give himself into the hands  
of God, to do with him as he pleased, i f  
he must per ish, as he thought was cer tain,  
and which he saw to be perfectly just,  he  
would per ish at the feet of Jesus.  He fel l  
immediately asleep, having had no rest be- 
fore for about a week, and awoke in a new  
wor ld .  I t  was  a  new mor ning to h im.— 
Old  t h i n g s  w e r e  p a s s e d  away,  and  b e h o l d  
a l l  t h i n g s  h ad  b e c ome  n ew :—Ever y  th ing  
on which he gazed appeared to be ful l  of  
God—and al l  nature seemed to unite with  
him in prai s ing the Redeemer ;  such love  
as  he then had for the character  of  God 
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exceeded any th ing,  o f  which before  he  
had  any  idea .  He thought  he  loved  h i s  
f amily before; but never did he have that  
a f fect ion for them which then seemed to  
f low f rom hi s  hear t .  And the  people  o f  
God  appea red  to  h im exceed ing ly  p re - 
cious;  whereas  before,  be a lmost  despised  
t h em .  When  he  c ame  t o  ex am ine  t h e  
scr iptures  upon the di s t ingui shing sys tem  
of  God’s  g race,  and of  h i s  minute ly  and  
extensively,  order ing and governing every  
par t of the Universe, lie found his hear t in  
perfect  unison with them. Who can deny  
the specia l  g race of  God, when they be- 
hold such a trophy as this?

I  wil l  mention another very str iking in- 
s tance of  conquer ing g race.  Thi s  subject  
is a Br itish soldier, who served under Lord  
Well ington in Spain, Por tugal and France.  
At the conclus ion of  the war in Europe,  
he  was  sent  to  Canada ;  and was  in  the  
ba t t l e  o f  P l a t t sburgh .  He  then  de se r t ed  
and  came in to  Ver mont .  He  came in to  
F a i r - H ave n  s o m e t i m e  p rev i o u s  t o  t h e  
awakening, and lived in a family about two 
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mi l e s  f rom the  v i l l a g e.  When  he  f i r s t  
heard about this work he was so profoundly  
ignorant of any such thing, that he thought  
i t  was some g reat feast ;  but dur st not ex- 
pose his ignorance so much as to inquire.  
A s  t h e  a t t en t i on  i n c re a s ed ,  t h e  f am i l y  
where he l ived began to at tend the con- 
f e rence s ,  and  he  wen t  w i th  them.  Hi s  
mind was soon ar rested. He laid aside his  
profanity and excessive dr inking, to which  
he had long been addicted,  and gave hi s  
mind wholly to the things of rel ig ion. As  
he attended to the subject his anxiety in- 
crea sed .  But  whi le  he  was  in  a  measure  
convinced of  s in,  of  hi s  ent i re depravi ty,  
los t  s ta te by nature,  and the cer ta inty of  
e t e r n a l  m i s e r y  w i thou t  repen t ance,  h i s  
hear t for a long time retained its hardness.  
He at length became discouraged, and form- 
ed the resolution in his mind, to g ive it all  
up, and have nothing more to do with the  
th ings  o f  e ter n i ty.  He went  immedia te ly  
to the tavern, with some of his old com- 
rades ,  and drank,  he sa id ,  more than he  
had before for some months.  In this  way, 
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he was deter mined to drown, i f  poss ible,  
a l l  se r ious  impres s ions  and thought s .  By  
this time the minds of the family were very  
deeply impressed. The man’s wife was the  
only profes sor before.  Soon af ter,  a  doc- 
tor,  who was a  subject  of  the work,  and  
some others, were at the house, conversing  
upon the things of relig ion; and they sent  
out to have him come in, that he might re- 
ceive some of the benef i t  of  the conver- 
sat ion. But he refused, having resolved to  
avoid ever y th ing that  was  ca lcu la ted to  
br ing the subject  o f  re l ig ion into mind.  
When they were about  to  separa te,  they  
proposed to have a  prayer ;  and sent  out  
again to have him attend: but he st i l l  re- 
f u s ed .  The  doc to r,  i n  re tu r n ing  home,  
went  near  where he was  a t  work;  ca l led  
and conversed with him; and urged it up- 
on him to attend to the concerns of his soul.  
At  f i r s t  he  ent i re ly  re fu sed  to  g ive  any  
heed to what was said to him. But as the  
doctor per severed in sett ing for th to him  
the impor tance of  bel ieving in God with  
al l  his hear t,  he f inal ly concluded that he 
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would at tend to the subject ,  and made a  
promise to the doctor  to thi s  e f fect .  He  
d id  not  forget  h i s  promise.  In  a  day or  
two after, he was threshing in the barn, and  
be ing  de s i rous  o f  company,  a  ne ighbour  
agreed to come and thresh with him in the  
afternoon, provided it  continued to storm  
so that he could not work out. The t ime  
a r r ived  when he  expec ted  h im;  but  the  
wind blew up from the west  and seemed  
to promise f a i r  weather.  He was a t  once  
ang ry, and said,  before he thought,  Damn  
t h e  w i nd .  At  wh ich  exp re s s i on ,  though  
a lways  accus tomed to  such l anguage,  he  
was immediate ly shocked in such a man- 
ner,  that  he a lmost  fe l l  to the f loor.  He  
s a t  down and was  not  able  to  s t and for  
some  t ime.  He  s a id ,  he  neve r  rece ived  
such a violent shock before in al l  his l i fe.  
The thunders of war, the f al l  of thousands  
at his side, the shr ieks of the wounded, the  
g roans of  the dying,  and prospect  of  in- 
s t ant  dea th  in  the  f ie ld  o f  ba t t l e,  never  
s t r uck  h im wi th  ha l f  the  hor ro r.  F rom  
that he began to see clearly the Plague of 
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h i s  own hea r t ,  and  h i s  awfu l  rebe l l i on  
against  the King of  heaven.  He made no  
more attempts to dr ive away his  concern;  
but earnest ly inquired What he must  do to  
be saved.

In  a  shor t  t ime  a f t e r,  a t  a  con fe rence  
meet ing in the neighbourhood,  a s  he sa t  
l i s tening to the conver sat ion, and musing  
upon his situation, bemoaning his fate, con- 
sider ing himself  lost and undone for ever,  
on account  of  h i s  s ins :  a l l  on a  sudden,  
l ight  seemed to break in upon his  mind,  
and love to  God and men expanded h i s  
hear t .  He was so ful l  of  unspeakable de- 
l ight,  that he could scarcely contain him- 
sel f ;  he felt  that he must then ar ise,  pro- 
claim the goodness and mercy of God, and  
cal l  upon the assembly to praise him: but  
thought it would not do for such an igno- 
rant, wicked creature as he, to say a word  
before such an assembly. He found, how- 
ever,  that he could not suppress  his  feel- 
ings, and avoid breaking out in expressions  
of  pra i se  to God, i f  he tar r ied there,  he  
a rose  and le f t  the  house.  He went  away 
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by himself ,  and gave ful l  vent to his feel- 
ings, pour ing out his soul before God. The  
nex t  con fe rence  mee t ing  wa s  on  Lord ’s  
d ay  even ing  in  the  mee t ing  hou se.  He  
attended, and could no longer refrain from  
declar ing, what God had done for his soul,  
and l iving his test imony to the excel lency  
of that rel ig ion which had f i l led his hear t  
wi th  love  to  God and men.  Hi s  tongue  
was loosed to speak with the eloquence of  
an orator.  And whi le  hi s  soul  seemed to  
f low for th  in  r ap ture s  o f  love,  joy,  and  
p ra i se ;  he  expre s sed  tha t  deep  humi l i ty,  
repentance for sin, and sense of unworthi- 
ness, that was str ikingly convincing to al l ,  
that it was the Spir it of God, that opened  
his  mouth, and gave him utterance. With  
no relation that had been g iven in publick,  
were the people of God more surpr is ingly  
an imated ,  and the  wicked more  sens ibly  
s truck with amazement.  To see him, who  
bu t  a  shor t  t ime  be fore,  wa s  a  p ro f ane  
drunkard, thoughtless  of  God and fear less  
of man; who was extremely ignorant,  and  
never  accustomed to speak before an as- 
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assembly, r ise and display such eloquence in  
the cause of God, was enough to convince  
the boldest inf idel of the truth of relig ion.  
It appeared that none could hear, and not  
acknowledge the mighty power of God.

God has wrought wonder s in that town,  
whereof  we are g lad,  and have reason to  
p r a i s e  h i s  n ame  fo r  eve r.  The re,  many  
ins t r uments  were used to accompl i sh  h i s  
pur poses  concer ning Zion.  There,  a  sur- 
p r i s ing  change  ha s  been  wrought ,  even  
upon the face of the whole town: the young  
and the o ld ,  the r ich and the poor,  the  
learned and the unlettered, meet as breth- 
ren of one great f amily, and sweetly agree,  
t o  f o l l ow  on  t o  kn ow  t h e  Lo rd ,  a nd  r un  
the  ra c e  tha t  i s  s e t  be fo r e  them in  the  go s - 
p e l ,  l o o k i n g  u n t o  J e s u s  t h e  a u t h o r  a n d  
f in i she r  o f  th e i r  fa i th .  There,  the  church,  
once almost blotted out from under heaven,  
and their minister about to f lee away, and  
seek a people who would hear and believe  
the gospel;  now abounds with conver ts of  
the f ir st abilities, wealth, learning, and in- 
f luence, that ,  that town can boast .  About 
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one hundred have  jo ined tha t  church.— 
Some have  un i t ed  wi th  the  Method i s t s ,  
some with the Episcopalians, and some with  
the Baptist.

God  ha s  de l ive red  h i s  c au s e  f rom re - 
proach, and laid waste the systems of inf i- 
de l s .  The s e  a re  con founded ,  and  s t and  
wi th  s i l en t  a s ton i shment ,  to  s ee  such  a  
s t r i k ing  a l t e r a t ion ,  a s  ev iden t l y  appea r s  
in  many old hardened s inner s ,  who they  
thought, were inaccessible to the influences  
of  re l ig ion.  But they are not more as to- 
nished than many of the converts are them- 
selves, to f ind such a change in their own  
feelings, views, motives and desire.

Who can beho ld  the  ble s sed  e f fec t s  o f  
the relig ion of Jesus, and not be convinced  
o f  i t s  d iv ine  or ig ina l ?  The  men o f  the  
wor ld ,  however  dep r aved ,  may  s ee  tha t  
the power of this rel ig ion upon the hear t  
breaks  up conf i r med habi t s  of  v ice,  sub- 
dues the unruly pass ions,  tames the fero- 
c ious  temper,  changes  a l l  the  a f fec t ions ,  
and makes the car nal  man entirely a new  
c r e a t u r e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  i f  a ny  m a n  b e  i n 



130 religious

Chr i s t ,  h e  i s  a  n ew  c r e a t u r e :  o l d  t h i n g s  
a r e  pa s s ed  away;  beho ld ,  a l l  th ing s  a r e  b e - 
come new.  Who is able to do this,  but the  
e ter na l  God himse l f ?  Hence i t  i s  added,  
And a l l  th ings  a re  o f  God, who hath re con- 
ciled us to himself by Jesus Christ.

∑

Poultney, (Vt.)
Th i s  and  many  o the r  towns ,  were  re - 

ceived about the same t ime on the West  
s ide of  the Green Mounta in.  In 1816  an  
uncommon gloom spread over that  whole  
s tate.  The season was truly a larming, and  
every month through that year was whiten- 
ed with f ros t  or  snow. This  severe judg- 
ment seemed to produce a solemnity upon  
the minds of  mult i tudes ;  yet  nothing ap- 
peared  to  promise  a  rev iva l  in  Poul tney  
unt i l  September.  In  tha t  month,  a  work  
of g race began in one corner of the town.  
The pious were held in a state of suspense,  
between hope and fear, whether, i t  would  
continue and spread i t s  bless ings ,  or take 
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i t s  f l ight ,  and leave  the  people  in  the i r  
sins.

About this time, there was a singular oc- 
cur rence in the centre of the town, which  
led some to be l ieve,  tha t  the Spi r i t  was  
merc i fu l ly  hover ing  over  i t s  inhab i t an t s .  
One evening towards twilight, a number of  
g i r l s  f rom e leven to  four teen year s  o ld ,  
were mer r ily at play, on the broad steps of  
the Baptist  Meeting house, and were sud- 
denly struck with solemn awe, without any  
visible cause, and retired sighing, and sob- 
b ing to  an house,  where  they spent  the  
evening in reading the bible and other good  
books .  One,  o f  the se  ch i ld ren ,  wa s  the  
daughter  of  the Rev. C. Kendr ick.  Some  
o f  these,  obta ined a  good hope through  
grace and have professed their Lord before men.

In October the work spread into di f fer- 
en t  p a r t s  o f  t h e  t own .  Mee t i ng s  we re  
crowded and many began to inquire, What  
they should do to  be saved.  This  work was  
rapid; yet in a g reat degree, free from en- 
thus ia sm.  About  two hundred have been 
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hopeful ly brought to know Jesus,  and re- 
joice in the r iches  of  hi s  sa lvat ion.  One  
hundred of  th i s  number  have jo ined the  
Bapt i s t  church.  Many of  the conver ts  are  
in the bloom of youth.

∑

Middletown, (Vt.)
In  November  1816  the  work  began  in  

this  town. Conferences increased in num- 
ber,  and were much crowded.  The work  
ha s  been pr inc ipa l ly  among youths ;  and  
even chi ldren have shared a par t  of those  
g r a c i ou s  i n f l u ence s ,  t h a t  h ave  i n c l i n ed  
them to forsake all their vanities, and seek  
f i r s t  the  k ingdom of  heaven.  They were  
brought to di scover their  exceeding vi le- 
nes s  and gui l t ine s s  be fore  an  ho ly  God.  
They were general ly led to see the justice  
o f  t he i r  eve r l a s t i ng  condemna t ion ;  and  
that  they never  d id ,  and never  could do  
any thing to recommend themselves to the  
divine favour of Jehovah: that if they were  
ever saved, it must be altogether by grace.
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The exhor tat ions of young conver ts ,  and  
those newly awakened,  beyond any other  
means ,  have  been owned and ble s sed  o f  
God, for the conviction and conversion of  
s inner s .  About f i f ty have joined the Bap- 
t is t  church, a number the Congregational,  
and some the Methodist society.

Pawlet has received much rain from this  
c loud of  mercy.  I ra  seemed to l ie  under  
the heavies t  par t  of  that  shower,  and a l- 
most every f amily in that town was awak- 
ened,  and many bel ieved;  not  because of  
the sayings of conver ted souls  from other  
towns,  who test i f ied that  Jesus told them  
a l l  th ing s  tha t  they  had  ever  done ;  fo r  
they fe l t  his  power themselves ,  and knew  
indeed that  he was the  Chr i s t ,  the  Saviour  
of the world.

Cla rendon  and  Wa l l ing fo rd  were  some  
a l a r med,  and  a  f ew f l ed  fo r  re fuge  and  
found peace, through the atoning blood of  
the Lamb, which taketh away the sin of the  
wor ld .  Upon Mounthol ly,  God was  seen  
i n  g lo r iou s  ma j e s t y.  The re,  many  sou l s  
who had known his power for four or f ive 
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ye a r s  and  some  fo r  more  th an  twen ty,  
were waiting to receive their Lord, and bid  
him a cordial welcome to their hear ts and  
f ami l i e s .  When they  hea rd  tha t  he  wa s  
travel l ing in r ighteousness ,  upon one par t  
of that mountain, and appear ing mighty to  
save; they left all, and went out, to behold  
the ensigns of  his  power,  and to walk in  
the l ight of his  countenance. About s ixty  
were added to the Baptist church, of which  
the Rev. Mr. Packer is pastor.

∑

Dorset.
In th i s  town God has  made hi s  mighty  

power  known,  and more  than f i f ty  have  
jo ined the Cong regat iona l  church,  and a  
considerable number the Baptist.

Manches ter  ha s  been v i s i ted ,  and many  
souls have been turned from the power of  
s in ,  to  love hol ines s  and keep the com- 
mandment s  o f  the  Lord .  The  work  ha s  
been glor ious in the eyes of the r ighteous,  
and great numbers, from the best information 
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obta ined ,  have  exper ienced the  abound- 
ing grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.

I t  spread i t s  renovat ing  in f luences  in to  
Ar l i ng ton  and  a  p a r t  o f  Sha f t s bu r y.  In  
Townsend,  God has  wrought  wondrous ly.  
Th i s  reg ion  wa s  i nve loped  i n  s p i r i t u a l  
darkness :  but i t  i s  now a reg ion of l ight.  
The sun of  r ighteousness  has  ar i sen with  
healing in his wings, and a lustre now co- 
ver s the summit of their hi l l s .  Litt le chil- 
dren under  ten  year s  o f  age,  have  been  
made to cry, hosanna to king Jesus! It has  
been customary for these children to spend  
the i r  in ter mis s ions  a t  school  a s  a  prayer  
meet ing .  They appear  a s  f a i th fu l  a s  any  
Chr ist ians.  One of them, asked her f ather  
to pray for her : he told her that he could  
no t .  She  then  a sked  h im,  i f  she  migh t  
pray? He gave her leave, and she kneeled  
down in the presence of her parents ,  and  
poured  fo r th  he r  f e r ven t  de s i re s  be fo re  
him, who has sa id,  Suf fe r  l i t t l e  c h i ld ren to  
c ome  un t o  me  and  f o r b i d  t h em no t  f o r  o f  
s u c h  i s  t h e  k in gdom o f  h e aven .  That  wa s  
an a f fect ing scene,  and wi l l  undoubtedly 



136 religious

be remembered,  by that  f ami ly for  many  
year s .  Her  f a ther ’s  hear t  seemed to mel t  
within him, and has s ince been hopeful ly  
converted.

Some of the most respectable men in that  
place have been heard to inquire in earnest,  
What  sha l l  we  do  t o  b e  saved?  A number  
of  them have been made the t rophies  of  
d i s t ingui sh ing g race.  In  one f ami ly,  f ive  
have been brought to leave the ranks of the  
enemy, and unite with the people of God.  
Some others, who had denied the very ex- 
istence of the Deity, are now dwelling up- 
on the delightful theme, of Chr ist and him  
crucified.

Windha l l ,  Pe r u  and  Jama i c a  have  a l so  
been visited, and many who have long sat  
in  the reg ion and shadow of  death have  
seen great light.

Cavendish and Ludlow with some other  
towns in their  vic ini ty ly ing on the East  
side of the mountain, have been highly fa- 
voured a few year s past  with g reat g race,  
and many souls were turned unto the Lord.

We tur n our  a t tent ion aga in to  v iew a 
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range of  towns on the West  s ide  of  the  
mountain, where thousands have been rais- 
ed from this val ley of dry bones, and the  
breath of inspiration has f i tted an exceed- 
ing great army with heavenly energy.

Rut l and  and  P i t t s fo rd ,  though s low to  
bel ieve, have not been entirely neglected.  
Prayer meetings were often held, and many  
sa in t s  s t rove for  the  uni ty  o f  the  sp i r i t ,  
and  p l e ad  e a r ne s t l y  f o r  Je su s  t o  come  
among  them,  and  man i f e s t  h i s  g lo r iou s  
power  fo r  the  s a l va t ion  o f  sou l s .  They  
often heard the noise of abundance of rain,  
and were frequently raised high in expect- 
ation, that God would appear in his glory  
to build up Zion among them; but did not  
pa r t ake  so  ex tens ive ly  o f  h i s  merc ie s  a s  
their neighbouring towns.

Cas t le ton was  moved a lmos t  univer sa l ly  
to seek the Lord while he might be found,  
and to call upon him while he was near. The  
w i cked  we re  en ab l ed  by  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  
the l iving God, to for sake their ways, and  
the unr ighteous their thoughts, and to turn  
unto the Lord who had mercy upon them, 
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and unto  our  God,  who d id  abundant ly  
pardon.

The glory of the Lord shown upon Ben- 
son and Hubbar ton. More than two hun- 
dred were quickened,  and with repentant  
hear ts received the gospel of Chr ist. Their  
meet ings  were large,  so lemn, and seemed  
to  be  nea r  the  g a t e s  o f  he aven .  Many  
came boldly to the throne of Jesus, to ob- 
t a i n  me r c y  and  f i nd  g ra c e  t o  h e l p  i n  t ime  
of need.

Brandon t rembled a t  the exhib i t ions  o f  
God’s  awfu l  judgment s  tha t  touched her  
mountains ,  and spread desolat ion through  
her fruit ful  vales .  Indicat ions of a f amine  
a l a r med many.  In  October  1816  an  un- 
usual earnestness in prayer was manifested  
among the members of the churches in that  
town. Conference meetings were appoint- 
ed, and people of every denomination at- 
tended. I t  was not long before a number  
of youths appeared to be under deep con- 
viction.—In a few weeks, some were hope- 
fu l ly  the  sub jec t s  o f  a  s av ing  change.— 
They began to  speak in  these  meet ings , 
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and the  work became genera l  among a l l  
c las ses ,  in each society.  In some of these  
mee t ing s  the  power fu l  ene rg i e s ,  o f  the  
Spirit were most remarkably felt.

The Rev.  Mr.  Hebard  proposed to  the  
people to hold a concer t of prayer at  his  
house  on  Lord ’s  day  mor n ing ,  to  com- 
mence before sun r ise. This was concord- 
ant to the views of many, who wished to  
r i se ear ly on that day so dis t inguished of  
God, and held sacred by a l l  who love to  
seek h im,  a s  the i r  Almighty  f r iend,  and  
S av iou r.  Abou t  fo r t y  me t  a t  h i s  hou se  
one morning,  before the sun had poured  
hi s  beams upon their  paths .  On the f i r s t  
Lord’s  day in Jan.  1817 ,  a t  an ear ly hour  
a multitude assembled at his meeting house,  
to cal l  upon the Lord and to worship him  
i n  t h e  b e a u t y  o f  h o l i n e s s.  A  rema rk ab l e  
s t i l lnes s  and so lemni ty  were pecul ia r  in- 
d ica t ions  o f  the  g rea t  concer n ,  tha t  the  
whole congregation had upon their minds,  
and the  f ixednes s  o f  the i r  in tent ions  to  
know i f  poss ible,  how they could escape  
t h e  w r a t h  t o  c o m e.  Twe n t y  n i n e  we re 
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received into the church and sat  down at  
the Lord’s table to commemorate his death.  
That  day wi l l  not  be forgot ten.  The re- 
cords  of  eter ni ty wi l l  d i sc lose the views,  
the sor rows,  the comfor t s  and the t rans- 
por t ing sa t i s f act ion in which that  people  
par t ic ipated.  To them i t  seemed to be a  
Pentecostal season.

S ince  the  work  began ,  more  than  one  
hund red  h ave  j o i n ed  t h a t  chu rch ;  a nd  
some who were made acquainted with the  
love of Jesus have not joined any church;  
but in other respects exhibit their constant  
a t t achment  to  t r u th ,  and  a re  s t eady  a t - 
t end an t s  upon  pub l i c k  wo r sh i p.  Abou t  
s ixty have united with the Baptist church,  
and a number with the Methodist society.  
The  Cong rega t iona l i s t  and  Bap t i s t  he ld  
the monthly concert of prayer together.

Lo! what an entertaining sight 
 Those friendly brethren prove, 
Whose cheerful hearts in bands unite 
 Of harmony and love!
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Salisbury.
The rev iva l s  tha t  were  so  preva len t  in  

this  s tate in 1816 ,  cal led up the attention  
o f  the  peop le  in  the  above  town.  God  
was pleased to use the Rev. B. Perkins as  
an instrument, in alarming many who had  
l ived as  though they never were to s tand  
be fore  the  judgment  sea t  o f  Chr i s t ,  and  
calling others to remember the loving kind- 
nes s  and tender  merc ie s  o f  the  Sav iour,  
which they had once experienced.

The f i r s t  t ime he preached in Sal i sbury,  
a young man was awakened, who had been  
an active servant of the enemy of all good.  
He lead in all the vain amusements of youth  
a n d  g l o r i e d  i n  t r a n s g re s s i o n .  A n o t h e r  
man of  about for ty,  who was a  professed  
Univer sa l i s t ,  was  s t r ipped of  h i s  de lus ive  
hopes, and trembled in expectation of f inal- 
ly  s inking into the reg ions  of  blacknes s ,  
and  da rkne s s  fo r  eve r.  In  a  con fe rence  
meeting not long af ter,  he arose and ob- 
ser ved;  I  r i se  up before you,  my f r iends  
and neighbour s ,  as  a  monument,  to warn  
you not to do as  I  have done.  I  am the 
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g rea te s t  s inner  on God’s  ea r th .  The f a- 
br ic that  I  had bui l t ,  foundat ion and a l l ,  
are gone to atoms. I am such a g reat sin- 
ner,  that  I  cannot  be forg iven.  There i s  
no mercy for me! I dare not ask for mer- 
cy! I dare not ask any one to pray for me.  
I warn every one not to trust to that which  
I f ind, f ails me, and which has ruined me.  
I  can see  how other s  may pa s s  the  Red  
Sea, and sing the song of deliverance—but  
there  i s  no hope for  me.  Whi le  making  
these observat ions ,  keen anguish was  de- 
p i c t e d  i n  h i s  c o u n t e n a n c e ,  a n d  t e a r s  
s t re amed  f rom h i s  eye s .  A l l  s e emed  to  
f ee l  the  we igh t  o f  wha t  he  s a id .  Some  
wept for joy, and other s appeared distress- 
ed on account of the danger to which they  
saw themselves exposed.

In a shor t t ime the young man obtained  
peace,  and  to ld  the  a s s embly  wha t  the  
Lord had done for his soul. At this meet- 
ing, a number more was awakened. Among  
these, was a physician of food abil it ies, so  
smitten, that he trembled, and his strength  
le f t  him to such a deg ree,  that  he could 
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not get into his own house, though but a  
few steps,  without being helped. His soul  
was  made  f ree  in  about  three  day s .  On  
one Lord’s  day evening about thir ty per- 
sons  a ro se  and  reques ted  the  prayer s  o f  
God’s people, that their souls might be de- 
l ivered  f rom s in ,  and mercy  reach the i r  
troubled minds.

Many in  tha t  l i t t l e  v i l l age  have  t a s t ed  
and seen that  the Lord i s  good.  As they  
have rece ived Chr i s t  Je sus ,  may they a l l  
be found walking in hi s  ordinances ,  and  
f inally enter into that kingdom which can- 
not be moved.

Hancock  may  be  ment ioned  a s  one  o f  
the places through which the Saviour must  
n e ed s  p a s s .  Some  b a ck s l i d e r s  h ave  re - 
tur ned home to their  Father’s  house,  and  
some have  been brought  by  a  way they  
knew no t ,  and  have  been  l ed  in to  the  
pleasant paths of wisdom, where they en- 
joy beyond express ion, the l ight of God’s  
countenance, and in his r ighteousness,  are  
they exalted all the day long.

As the Rev. Mr. Perkins, who had frequently 
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p r e a c h e d  i n  t h a t  t ow n ,  wa s  p a s s i n g  
through it ,  in the t ime of the awakening;  
a  midd le  aged  woman came out  o f  he r  
house,  ca l led him by name, wr ing ing her  
hands ,  wi th  her  eyes  swimming in  tea r s  
she excla imed, Pray Sir,  do!  pray do te l l  
me what I shall I do to be saved? I am ready  
to die with di s t res s :  Pray te l l  me what I  
shal l  do? It  was so sudden, and the scene  
so af fect ing, that he was unable for some  
t ime  to  u t t e r  a  s en t ence.  Howeve r,  he  
gave her a ful l  answer from scr ipture. Be- 
l i e v e  i n  t h e  L o rd  J e s u s  Ch r i s t  a n d  t h o u  
sha l t  b e  s aved ;  adding a t  the  s ame t ime,  
tha t  the  verac i ty  o f  God s t ands  p ledged  
for  i t s  fu l f i lment .  She rep l ied,  I  cannot ,  
I do not know how to believe? do tell me  
how to bel ieve.  I  am such a s inner I  do  
not  see  how I  can be forg iven.  He to ld  
her that all mankind were by nature in her  
condi t ion ,  and mus t  have  been for  ever  
lost  without a Saviour.  He declared unto  
her the way of salvation through the aton- 
ing  blood o f  Je su s ;  the  neces s i ty  o f  re- 
pent ing immedia te ly,  and lay ing hold up 
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on e ter na l  l i f e.  He prayed,  and le f t  her  
sobbing and t rembl ing under  the  weight  
o f  condemna t ion .  H i s  he a r t  s e emed  to  
flow out in prayer, and he could with feel- 
ing propr iety have uttered the language of  
the poet, when he said,

Show pity, Lord; O Lord forgive; 
Let a repenting rebel live; 
Are not thy mercies large and free? 
May not a sinner trust in thee?

∑

Shoreham.
Prev ious ly  to  the  commencement  o f  a  

rev iva l  in  th i s  town,  g rea t  darknes s  and  
s tup id i ty  seemed to  a t tend a lmos t  ever y  
soul.  Yet al l  were constrained to acknow- 
ledge, that  God appeared upon the wings  
of  the winds dressed in awful  vengeance,  
and frowned upon this  gui l ty par t  of  our  
c o u n t r y.  T h e  S t a t e  f a s t  wa s  s o l e m n l y  
obse r ved .  Some member s  o f  the  Bapt i s t  
church  were  deep ly  impre s s ed  wi th  the  
impor tance, of having another day of f ast- 
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ing appointed, in which they should meet  
to  beseech the  Lord to  rev ive  h i s  work  
among them, and extend the banners of his  
mercy over a world lying in wickedness.

Other  soc ie t ie s  appointed spec ia l  meet- 
ing s  fo r  humi l i a t ion  and  p raye r.  A  f ew  
were so assisted, and obtained such liber ty  
in pleading with God, that they were led  
to  be l i eve,  tha t  he  would  pour  out  h i s  
Spir it  upon the people. though he tar r ied  
for a season, yet they waited and fel t  as- 
sured that he would come.

This  church sent  a  reques t  to  the Ver- 
mont Associat ion,  to appoint a  par t icular  
day, and recommend it  to he kept,  by al l  
the churches belong ing to that body, as a  
day  o f  f a s t ing  and  p r aye r.  Th i s  reque s t  
met with a cordial reception, and the 15th  
o f  Oc t .  1816  wa s  a ppo in t ed .  The  d ay  
broke, the shadows began to f ly away, and  
ne a r l y  f o r t y  chu rche s  p ro s t r a t ed  them- 
selves before the throne, and besought God  
to g lor i fy  himsel f ,  in g iv ing sa lvat ion to  
men .  The  Sp i r i t  de scended ,  and  a lmos t  
ever y church in that  Associa t ions  fe l t  i t s 
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power fu l  opera t ion s .  More  than  seven ty  
were made the happy subjects of g race in  
Shoreham,  and  about  th i r ty  f ive  un i t ed  
w i th  the  above  chu rch .  E i gh t  hund red  
and s ixty s ix were added to the churches  
o f  the  Ver mont  As soc ia t ion in  one year  
a f te r  the  appointment  o f  the  above f a s t .  
Five hundred and ten to the Shaftesbury:  
One  hundred  and  s even ty  e i gh t  to  the  
Woodstock: Two hundred and nine to the 
F a i r f i e l d :  S i x t y  f ive  t o  the  Ba r re,  and 
one hundred and twenty four to the Dan- 
vi l le  Associat ion. Thus we f ind, that  one  
thou s and ,  n ine  hundred ,  and  f i f t y  two,  
we re  a d d e d  t o  t h e  a s s o c i a t e d  B a p t i s t  
churches  in  Ver mont  in  one year.  Many  
churches received additions that belong to  
no  a s soc i a t ion .  The  Cong rega t iona l  and  
Me thod i s t  chu rche s  re ce ived  va s t  add i - 
t i on s .  I t  i s  h i gh l y  p robab ly,  th a t  more  
than s ix  thousand soul s  were renewed in  
that state in the course of twelve months.

How must  the  heavens  have  r ung wi th  
the joyful songs of angels, who gazed upon  
those thousands, coming by the myster ious 
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in f luence s  o f  the  Sp i r i t ,  to  the i r  Lord ;  
bowing wi l l ing ly  to  h i s  s cept re ;  and he  
condescending to make an everlast ing co- 
venant with them, even the sure  mer c i e s  o f  
Dav id !  O th e  d ep th  o f  t h e  r i c h e s  b o th  o f  
t h e  w i s d om  a n d  k n ow l e d g e  o f  God !  h ow  
u n s e a r c h a b l e  a r e  h i s  j u d g m e n t s,  a n d  h i s  
ways past finding out!

That heavenly ca l l ing,  which the inhab- 
i tant s  of  Ver mont received wi l l  never  be  
forgot ten—the i l lu s t r a t ions  o f  vengeance  
and mercy that have been g iven there, the  
c lear  shining of  jus t ice,  the amazing ma- 
jesty of g race displayed in the redemption  
o f  soul s ,  wi l l  be  among the themes  and  
the acclamations of eternity.

∑

Middlebury.
The Spir i t  descended upon this  town in  

1816 .  Chr i s t i an s  o f  eve r y  denomina t ion  
arose from the dust ,  put on the garments  
of  humil i ty and appeared g reat ly engaged  
for the salvation of their fel low men. The 
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work was  ver y  power fu l ,  and mul t i tudes  
were  de l ive red  f rom t h e  ho r r i b l e  p i t  and  
m i r y  c l ay  and  p l aced  upon the  Rock o f  
ages .  The prayer s  of  the p ious  Pres ident  
and instructors in the College in that town,  
came up before God, and twelve or four- 
teen of the students have been led willing- 
ly to learn of Him, who is meek and lowly  
in heart.

Cor nwal l ,  New-Haven,  Vergennes ,  Fer- 
r isbury, Addison and Charlotte, have been  
vi s i ted from on high, and large addit ions  
have been made to the churches of the dif- 
f e ren t  denomina t ion s .  The  work  o f  the  
Lord s t i l l  r i se s  to our v iew in surveying  
Ver mont .  A reviva l  began in Troy about  
the f i r s t  of  January 1818 ,  and in Apr i l  i t  
wa s  p reva i l ing  wi th  su r p r i s ing  power.— 
Hundreds were under ser ious impress ions,  
and da i ly  cr y ing.  What  sha l l  we  do  to  be  
saved?  The neighbour ing towns were be- 
coming  more  a t t en t ive  to  the  means  o f  
in s t r uct ion,  and more so l ic i tous ,  for  the  
regular preaching of the gospel .  Meetings  
were f requent ,  and wel l  a t tended.  Those 
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who had spent their days in ignorance and  
wickedness ,  were made to cr y with so l i- 
c i t u d e ,  G o d  b e  m e r c i f u l  t o  u s  s i n n e r s.  
Fa t t en ,  Wes t f i e l d ,  and  Ke l l ey sva l e  h ave  
been  roused  f rom sp i r i tua l  s lumber  and  
begun to feel the vivifying rays of the sun  
o f  r ighteousnes s .  The songs  o f  Zion are  
heard in that wilderness.

∑

Greensborough.
In 1816  a  few pious individuals  des irous  

of training up their children in the nurture  
and admonit ion of  the Lord,  commenced  
a  cour s e  o f  c a t eche t i c a l  i n s t r uc t ion  on  
L o rd ’s  d ay  m o r n i n g s .  T h i s  wa s  d o n e  
without any knowledge of a s imilar inst i- 
tu t ion  in  the  Uni ted  S t a te s .  Unwear ied  
exer t ions were made to inf luence parents ,  
in each di s t r ic t ,  to encourage their  chi l- 
dren to assemble for the purpose of read- 
ing the scr iptures ,  and repeat ing the di f- 
f e rent  ca tech i sms .  With in  a  f ew months  
school s  were  e s tabl i shed in  a  number  o f 
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towns in that  vic ini ty,  and the youths of  
every denomination united together in this  
i n t e r e s t i n g  e m p l oy m e n t .  I n  Ju n e  1817  
there was an exhibition at which one hun- 
dred and three children were examined in  
the scr iptures ,  and in the di f ferent  cate- 
ch i sms .  Tha t  wa s  a  memorab l e  s e a son .  
The Spir i t  descended l ike a mighty rush- 
ing wind. Many of the dear youths,  were  
a t  tha t  t ime convic ted o f  s in ,  and wept  
a loud.  Parent s  were not  long unaf fected.  
Shor t ly af ter this  very solemn exhibit ion,  
not only of what they had learned to re- 
cite, but of the influences of the Spir it ,  a  
number were seen rejoicing in the Lord.

A l i t t l e  g i r l ,  a f t e r  he r  conver s ion  en- 
treated her mother, in the most tender and  
a f fect ionate manner,  to  f l e e  f rom the wrath  
t o  c ome.  The  exhor t a t i on  p roduced  the  
desired effect. The work continued dur ing  
the  summer.  Who le  f ami l i e s  were  con- 
ve r t e d .  T h i r t y  t h re e  w h o  a r e  p a re n t s  
have been subjects  of  thi s  work.  A chi ld  
o f  twe l ve  Ye a r s  o f  a g e  c ame  f o rwa rd  
t o  j o in  the  chu rch .  N ine  o f  t he  s ame 
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f ami ly,  who had been renewed s ince the  
exhibi t ion in June,  were joyful  witnes ses  
of this  transact ion. The whole number of  
conversions exceed one hundred.

F rom the  Cong reg a t i ona l  A s soc i a t i on s  
in  Ver mont  much re f re sh ing in for mat ion  
h a s  been  ob t a ined .  F rom June  1816  t o  
June 1817  s ix hundred had been added to  
the churches in Windham Associat ion. In  
the town of Wil l ington God has made an  
a s ton i sh ing  d i sp l ay  o f  the  power  o f  h i s  
word .  An awaken ing  began  on the  f i r s t  
o f  December  1816  and wi th in  the  shor t  
per iod of  two months  not  le s s  than two  
hundred were brought to sing the song of  
redeeming love.

In Pawlet  and Rutland Associat ions,  the  
Redeemer in his majesty has r idden pros- 
perous ly,  and  h i s  r i gh t  hand ha s  t aught  
h im t e r r i b l e  th ing s .  The se  As soc i a t ion s  
comprehend twenty s ix cong regat ions.  Of  
these  twenty  have been f avoured wi th  a  
season of refreshing from the presence of  
the Lord.  The whole  number,  who have  
been hopeful ly brought into the kingdom 
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of God, considerably exceeds twelve hun- 
dred.

In Addison Association grace has abound- 
ed  and the  Redeemer ’s  countenance  ha s  
g iven l ight ,  l i f e  and joy  to  many sou l s .  
From the Roya l ton Assoc ia t ion in for ma- 
tion has been received, that a revival com- 
menced  in  Montpe l i e r  shor t l y  a f t e r  the  
cession of the General Convention held in  
tha t  p l ace.  I t  i s  be l ieved tha t  one hun- 
dred and thir ty have become the subjects  
o f  th i s  powerfu l  work.  Ber l in ,  Wil l i ams- 
town ,  Br a in t ree,  Rando lph ,  Be the l  and  
Roxbury have been f avoured with copious  
effusions of the Holy Spir it .  In Waitsf ield  
and Bar re some ver y interes t ing symtoms  
have  appea red  tha t  they  a l so  wi l l  soon  
come into the f ight, power and l iber ty of  
the gospe l .  Whom the  Son make th  f r e e,  i s  
free indeed.

I n  t he  Nor thwe s t e r n  A s soc i a t i on ,  t h e  
Sun  o f  r i gh t eou sne s s  h a s  s c a t t e red  h i s  
hea l ing beams on Burl ington,  Colchester,  
E s s ex ,  Cambr idge  and  She ldon :  and  on  
the town of  Fa i r f ax has  shown with pe-
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cu l i a r  lu s t re.  Orange  and Coos  As soc ia- 
tions, have had showers of g race; especial- 
l y  t h e  t own s  o f  Danv i l l e ,  B a r n e t  a nd  
Peacham. The Lord has ver i f ied his  word  
by perfecting praise from infant lips.

In  pas s ing over  Ver mont  we f ind many  
towns dest i tute of  s ta ted,  regular  preach- 
ing.  God has  been mindful  of  them, and  
has  g rea t ly  ble s sed mini s ter s  o f  d i f fe rent  
denominations in their endeavours to gather  
soul s  f rom those ruf f  and obscure p laces  
to  Chr i s t .  Among these  we may present  
Mar shf ie ld ,  War ren,  Moretown, Duxbury,  
Hancock  and  Fay s ton .  Upon  the s e  t he  
dew of heaven has descended, and the in- 
hab i t an t s  o f  tho se  mount a inou s  reg ion s  
have been inclined to come unto the Lord  
fo r  s a l va t ion .  They  came ou t  wi th  joy,  
and were led for th with peace; the moun- 
ta ins  and the hi l l s  seemed to break for th  
before them into sing ing, and all the trees  
of the fields clapped their hands.

Braintree and St. Johnsbury may be num- 
bered among the towns that have been re- 
markably  rev ived .  From these  and many 
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other places I have received par ticular ac- 
count s ,  but  f ind no event ,  or  means  by  
which the work commenced,  that  d i f fer s  
f rom other  p laces  a l ready descr ibed,  and  
therefore deem i t  not necessar y to inser t  
them.

The Lord has  done g reat  things  for  hi s  
p eop l e  i n  t h a t  s t a t e .  H i s  go i ng s  h ave  
been seen in hi s  sanctuar ies .  Proud inf i- 
dels have been brought to bow to the scep- 
t re  o f  Immanue l .  S tou t  hea r t ed  s inne r s  
who were f ar  f rom r ighteousness  have in  
many places, been made to fear and trem- 
b l e  b e f o re  God ;  a nd  many  h ave  b e en  
made monuments  of  hi s  boundless  mercy.  
He ha s  f i l l ed  the  hear t s  o f  h i s  ch i ldren  
wi th  joy,  and  the i r  l i p s  wi th  p ra i s e.  O  
may they be steadfast and unmoveable, al- 
ways abounding in the work of the Lord,  
knowing that  their  labour i s  not  in va in  
in the Lord.

Before I  conclude my nar rat ive of  revi- 
vals in New-England, I must notice a few  
towns more that have seen the salvation of  
God, and heard the thunder of his power.
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Colebrook was vis i ted about the f i r s t  of  
May 1815 ,  by that Spir it  who g ives power  
to sinners to believe in Jesus. Some of the  
mos t  g iddy and thought le s s  youths  were  
a r re s ted  in  the i r  ca reer  o f  van i ty.  Thei r  
thoughts were turned upon the solemnities  
o f  dea th ,  judgment  and  e t e r n i t y.  The i r  
eyes were opened to see their lost  condi- 
tion. Some were soon brought to an hum- 
ble rel iance on that Saviour who came not  
t o  c a l l  t h e  r i gh t e ou s  bu t  s inne r s  t o  r ep en t - 
ance.

The work spread in every direct ion em- 
bracing s inner s,  of var ious denominations,  
of every age, and character, from children  
of  seven,  to  men of  e ighty year s .  Three  
hundred a t  lea s t  have been made wi l l ing  
to be saved upon the plan of grace, in this  
d ay  o f  God ’s  p ow e r.  The s e  h ave  j o i ned  
the Bapt i s t  and Cong regat iona l  churches ,  
and other denominations in this or the ad- 
j acent  towns .  The most  aged inhabi tant s  
have never  before witnes sed such an ex- 
tensive and powerful work in this  par t of  
t h e  l a nd .  God  s e emed  t o  b l e s s  a lmo s t 
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every one who spoke in his name; but one  
young man especial ly,  who was a member  
o f  Wi l l i ams ’ Co l l ege :  He  came fo rward  
ear ly in the work and professed Jesus be- 
fore the world, and was approbated by the  
Bap t i s t  chu rch  o f  wh i ch  the  Rev.  Mr.  
Babcock was pastor.

The  Lord  appea red  in  the  admin i s t r a - 
t ion of the ordinances of his  church, and  
crowned with success  the f a i thful  dispen- 
sat ion of  hi s  gospel .  The Spir i t  descend- 
ed l ike showers of rain on many towns in  
that region.

In  Winche s t e r,  Nor fo lk ,  New Mar lbo- 
rough, Sandis f ie ld,  Goshen, Cornwal l  and  
Sa l i sbur y,  s inner s  ha s t ened  to  Chr i s t  a s  
clouds, and as doves f ly to their windows.  
From the most cor rect information receiv- 
ed ,  I  conc lude tha t  seven hundred were  
born again in these towns, in the course of  
this revival.

Canton and Nor thington. In these towns  
a revival began under the preaching of Mr.  
P.  B rocke t t  who  h ad  j u s t  en t e red  t h e  
ministry.
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He commenced his labours in June 1817 .  
His discour ses were directed to the hear ts  
o f  h i s  hea re r s ,  and  he  soon s aw tokens  
evincing that the t ime had come for God  
to  d i sp lay  h i s  power  in  the  sa lva t ion o f  
some souls in those assemblies. One even- 
ing af ter c los ing f ine usual  exercises ,  f ive  
o r  s i x  pe r son s  appea r ing  d i s t re s s ed  fo r  
the i r  sou l s ,  he  began  to  conver s e  wi th  
them, upon the importance of their believing  
in Chr is t  immediately.  In a few moments  
about  twenty drew near,  exhibi t ing s igns  
o f  woe  t h a t  a l l  wa s  l o s t .  S i gh ing  and  
weeping became general among those who  
tar r ied in the school-house where the meet- 
ing was held. Those who were out of the  
door, began to crowd into the house. The  
Spi r i t  came l ike a  mighty rushing wind,  
and ever y  sou l  seemed amazed,  and fe l t  
some of i t s  powerful energ ies .  Some t ime  
wa s  s pen t  i n  exhor t a t i on s  and  p r aye r s .  
He appointed a meeting for the next morn- 
i n g ,  a nd  no tw i t h s t a nd i ng  t h e  d ay  wa s  
s t o r my,  s ome  c ame  th re e  m i l e s .  O the r  
mee t ing s  were  appo in ted  and  the  work  
spread.
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Mr.  Brocket t  v i s i ted  Canton,  and Je sus  
soon began to make his  power known in  
tha t  town.  Crowds  f locked  to  hea r  the  
young preacher,  and a  genera l  so lemni ty  
c l o t h ed  eve r y  c oun t en an c e .  The  wo rk  
was  rap id .  In about  two weeks  f i f ty  ap- 
peared to labour under deep impress ions .  
No school-house could receive the mult i- 
tudes who were disposed to hear the un- 
searchable r iches of grace proclaimed. They  
we r e  u n d e r  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  l e av i n g  
the school-house and repair ing to a  f ine  
g rove which seemed to add weight to the  
so lemn scene.  I t  was  a  l i t t l e  p ine  emi- 
nence.  To many,  th i s  was  the  mount  o f  
God .  Here  they  s aw h i s  g lo r y  and  f e l t  
the enraptured inf luences  of  hi s  love.  To  
t h i s  s e eming l y  s a c red  s po t ,  t h e  peop l e  
came and held their meetings through the  
summer. The work was pr incipal ly among  
the youths .  An awful  sense,  of  their  ex- 
po sedne s s  to  d iv ine  vengeance,  cove red  
their f aces with gloominess for some days,  
and  f i l l ed  the i r  sou l s  wi th  inexpre s s ib le  
agony.  Some were  g rea t ly  concer ned for 
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a few weeks; then they have been sweetly  
melted into evangelical  contr it ion for s in,  
and made wil l ing to sur render themselves  
unreservedly to Christ.

About s ixty have been brought into the  
l iber ty of  the gospel ,  of  which they had  
l ived in ignorance.  Now they admire the  
plan of grace and can say with the poet,

Why were we made to hear his voice, 
 And enter while there’s room, 
When thousands make a wretched choice, 
 And rather starve than come?

S i n c e  1815 ,  New-London ,  Wa t e r f o rd ,  
Graton, Columbia and Hamden have seen  
tokens of the presence of God our Saviour.  
In  these  towns  the  Sp i r i t  ha s  spread i t s  
benign in f luences .  Large  acces s ions  have  
been made to the churches.

Be fo re  I  c l o s e  my  a c coun t s  o f  New- 
England,  I  would as sure my reader s ,  that  
Chr ist has, in an eminent degree, display- 
ed his distinguishing love, and his heaven- 
ly influences have f al len upon many towns  
i n  Ma s s a chu s e t t s .  The s e  a re ,  Co l e r a i n , 
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Oxford,  Ward,  Athol ,  Becket ,  Worces ter,  
Shrewsbury.  Framingham, Monson,  Leci s- 
ter,  Oakham, Pr inceton, Hinsdale,  Green- 
f ie ld ,  Rava l s ton,  Nor thbrookf ie ld ,  Rich- 
mond ,  Hardwick ,  Be l che r town,  Lan sbo- 
rough,  Ashbur nham, Br idgewater,  Eas ton,  
S h a r o n ,  F ox b o ro u g h ,  B e ve r l y,  We s t - 
Brookf ield, Charlestown, and Boston. The  
three Baptist churches in Boston have had  
addi t ions  made unto them da i ly  o f  such  
a s  s h a l l  b e  s aved .  The  Cong reg a t i on a l  
church in Charlestown has received about  
seventy s ix  in  one year,  and the Bapt i s t  
church  abou t  twen ty.  In  W.  Brook f i e ld  
a work has just commenced, and from the  
bes t  infor mat ion that  I  have obta ined,  i t  
appear s  that  hundreds  are  awakened,  and  
many beg in to speak, as with new tongues  
the wonderful works of God.

In Belcher town God has often been seen  
in glor ious majesty,  and his  enemies have  
been tur ned f rom the i r  wickednes s ,  and  
now t a lk  o f  h i s  power,  and  admire  the  
amiableness  of  hi s  character,  and the un- 
su l l ied  per fec t ions  o f  h i s  gover nment .  A 
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mos t  power fu l  work  ha s  recen t ly  begun  
and prog res se s  rap id ly.  F i f ty  have jo ined  
the Congregational church in one day, and  
one hundred and f ifty more were expected  
to  come forward a s  candida te s  in  a  few  
weeks. The account before me, states that  
about f ive hundred in the town are more  
or less affected with the work.

It  i s  bel ieved that more than four thou- 
sand per sons, within the towns just speci- 
f i ed ,  have  exper i enced  g r ace,  s ince  the  
commencement of 1815.

T h e  t ow n s  i n  N ew - H a m p s h i r e  f ro m  
which I  have received accounts ,  that  the  
Lord ha s  been among them,  and i s  s t i l l  
car rying on his work in some of them; are  
E xe t e r ,  S a n d b o r n t o n ,  M o u n t  Ve r n o n ,  
Raymond,  Hol l i s ,  New-Ip swick ,  Mason ,  
Nelson,  New-Boston, New-Chester,  Dan- 
bu r y,  Pembroke,  Can t e rbu r y,  Henn ike r,  
C l a remon t ,  Newpo r t ,  a nd  Loudon .  I n  
these towns about one thousand, at  least ,  
have fe l t  the a l l  power fu l  agency of  the  
Holy  Sp i r i t ,  and  have  a r i s en  f rom dead  
works to praise the Lord our God.
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F rom the s e  f ive  s t a t e s  on l y,  wha t  an  
hos t  a r i se s  to  our  v iew!  Al l  c l ad in  the  
spot less  r ighteousness  of Chr is t  and mov- 
ing onwards  towards  the heavens .  In thi s  
g reat army are men, women and children,  
who once were darkness, but now light in  
the  Lord .  The se  a re  a l l  new c re a tu re s ,  
unless  they have bel ieved in vain. I f  they  
have been regenerated, they are no longer  
u n d e r  c o n d e m n a t i o n ;  f o r  t h e  s c r i p t u r e s  
d e c l a r e,  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  mad e  c l e a n ,  
p u r e,  a n d  h o ly ;  t o  h a v e  a  n ew  h e a r t ,  a  
r i g h t  s p i r i t ;  t o  b e  r e n e w e d ;  t o  b e  b o r n  
aga in ;  t o  be  bo r n  o f  God to  be  made  a l i ve  
f r o m  t h e  d e a d ;  c r e a t e d  i n  C h r i s t  J e s u s  
unto good works.

Reader,  per mi t  me to  beseech you,  to  
meditate upon these things,  and duly ex- 
amine  your  own hea r t .  Tr y  your  v i ews  
and exercises by the scr iptures and be not  
dece ived.  Remember  i f  you have known  
the  s anc t i fy ing  in f luence s  o f  the  Sp i r i t ,  
you  wi l l  love  God supreme ly :  you  wi l l  
love his  word, his  people,  his  ordinances,  
and your fe l low men. You wil l  choose to 
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pray,  watch over your words and act ions ,  
and deny yourself .  You wil l  turn from sin  
and  eve r y  f a l s e  way.  I f  you  have  never  
known these things; how can you rest in- 
different, and remain stupid when so many  
are  cr y ing unto God for  mercy?  A l i t t le  
beyond your  s ight ,  l i e s  an  immens i ty  o f  
misery, into which you must cer tainly sink,  
i f  you d ie  in  your  s in s .  O now,  e scape  
for your life and come unto Jesus, who will  
in no wise cast away any who come unto  
him for salvation.

Eternal wisdom has prepar’d 
 A soul reviving feast, 
And bids your longing appetites 
 The rich provision taste.

∑

Greenwich, (N. Y.)
Towards the close of 1815 ,  a  good work  

began in this  town. Saints  began to ar i se  
from a long and very stupid state of spir it- 
ua l  s lumber,  and to come into the l ight ,  
and  l ibe r ty  o f  the  sons  o f  God.  A few 
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came forward and joined the church. This  
seemed to freshen the souls  of many, and  
especial ly the conver sion and exhor tat ions  
of  a  young woman, who was g reat ly  en- 
gaged in rel ig ion. With an humil i ty truly  
amiable,  and with an holy so lemnity she  
conve r s ed  w i th  many  conce r n ing  t h e i r  
sou l ’s  e t e r na l  happ ine s s .  She  s eemed to  
seek every convenient oppor tunity,  to re- 
commend her Lord, and to plead with her  
young friends to seek him.

In  the  commencement  o f  1816  con fe r- 
ence  meet ing s  were  mul t ip l i ed ,  and  the  
church arose, leaving the things that were  
beh ind ,  hav ing  t aken  up  the  s tumbl ing  
blocks, that she had lain in the way of sin- 
ner s ,  and moved onward towards the mark,  
f o r  the  p r ize  o f  the  h igh  ca l l ing  o f  God in  
Ch r i s t  J e s u s.  Fou r  o r  f ive  conve r t s  ap - 
peared on the Lord’s  s ide,  to ld their  ex- 
per iences ,  and fo l lowed Je sus  in  h i s  ap- 
pointed way, and joined the church, about  
t he  20 t h  Janua r y.  A t  the  c lo s e  o f  t h i s  
M o n t h ,  t h e  wo r k  s p r e a d  i n t o  p a r t s  
of the town.
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No par t icular  provident ia l  events  occur- 
red as the visible means by which the work  
was either begun, or aided in its progress.  
The Spir it  came in a very gentle manner,  
yet it powerfully convinced of sin, r ighte- 
ousness ,  and judgment.  The preaching of  
the word;  the solemn and fervent exhor- 
t a t ion s  o f  young  conver t s ,  and  the  ad- 
ministrat ion of ordinances were al l  owned  
of the Lord and crowned with success.

In 1816 , two hundred and f ifty four join- 
ed the Bapt i s t  church of  which the Rev.  
E .  Ba rbe r  i s  p a s to r.  Twe lve  h ave  been  
added since.

Notwi ths t and ing ,  the  work was  power- 
fu l  and  rap id ,  and  a l l  age s  f rom twe lve  
to sixty year s old, were gathered from the  
broad way that  leads to hel l  and brought  
to Chr ist and his church, yet but little noise  
or confusion has been heard, through the  
w h o l e  t r a n s a c t i o n .  Tr u l y,  t h e  L o r d  
w rough t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  c o u n s e l  o f  h i s  
w i l l ;  t h a t  t h ey  shou l d  b e  t o  t h e  p ra i s e  o f  
h i s  g l o r y.  A  pa r t  o f  Ea s ton  and  Jack son  
shared in these heavenly influences.
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Kingsbury.
Thi s  i s  a  smal l  town about  three mi le s  

s qu a re ;  ye t  t h a t  me rc i f u l  S av i ou r  who  
knows  eve r y  a tom in  the  un ive r s e,  ha s  
condescended to make that  spot  of  ear th  
l i ke  Be the l ,  where  Jacob  s aw a  way  to  
heaven,  and heard  the  vo ice  o f  the  Al- 
mighty, announcing promises to his  trem- 
bling soul.

A sma l l  Bap t i s t  church  was  fo r med in  
thi s  town, about twenty f ive year s  s ince,  
and have maintained their visibility, though  
often very low, and much discouraged.

The re  we re  a  f ew  who  s i ghed ,  be ing  
gr ieved at the abounding of iniquity. These  
ag reed to commence a prayer meeting on  
the f ir st  Monday evening in January 1816 .  
A number of youths had previously ag reed  
to meet in the same neighbourhood to join  
in  va in  amusement .  But  a  number,  not- 
wi th s t and ing ,  a t t ended the  prayer  meet- 
ing :  fo r  i t  was  a  nove l ty  in  tha t  p l ace.  
The  s a i n t s  engaged  i n  p r aye r,  and  the  
Highest  heard and g ranted their  pet i t ions  
whi le  they  were  pre sent ing  them be fore 
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him.  Many,  o f  those  who a t tended the i r  
par ty of pleasure, began to be ser ious even  
before the usual hour ar r ived for their sepa- 
ration. They began to consider that Chr is- 
t i ans  were a s sembled in the same neigh- 
bourhood and car r y ing the i r  ca se  be fore  
the  th rone  o f  heaven ;  wh i l e  they  were  
spor t ing a long the  br ink of  r u in .  These  
thoughts brought anxiety upon their souls,  
and this was their last evening of hilarity.

C o n f e r e n c e  m e e t i n g s  we re  a p p o i n t e d  
and wel l  a t tended.  An unusua l  so lemnity  
charac ter ized those  meet ings .  The Spi r i t  
seemed to over shadow the place, yet none  
c ame  f o rwa rd  a s  h av i n g  known  Je s u s ,  
unt i l  June.  Then three  profe s sed  Chr i s t ,  
to the g reat joy of his  church. The revi- 
va l  s p re ad  l i ke  the  e l e c t r i c  f l u i d ,  i n to  
ever y par t  of  the town. In July e ighteen  
blooming youths,  and one man of middle  
age came forward and owned Chr ist before  
the  wor ld .  The  work  p reva i l ed  th rough  
that year, and some mercy drops have de- 
s c ended  un t i l  1818 .  Two  hund red  and  
twe lve  have  been added to  th i s  church , 
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making about f ive hundred s ince i t s  con- 
s t i tu t ion .  None  have  jo ined  the  church  
under ten year s of age, though some g ive  
ev idence of  a  work of  g race  upon the i r  
hear t s  who are only eight .  The Lord has  
brought  some to know the r iches  of  h i s  
g race, of every condition, and character in  
that region.

Moreau and For t Edward have also heard  
the word of the Lord, and many have left  
their sins, and now are considered no longer  
s t r a n g e r s  a n d  f o r e i g n e r s,  b u t  f e l l o w - c i t i - 
zen s  w i th  th e  s a in t s,  and  o f  th e  hous eho ld  
o f  God,  and  a r e  bu i l t  upon  the  f ounda t i on  
o f  t h e  ap o s t l e s  and  p r oph e t s,  J e s u s  Ch r i s t  
being the chief corner stone.

In these revivals, God has most conspicu- 
ou s l y  owned  the  admin i s t r a t i on  o f  t he  
ordinances, the prayers and exhortations of  
young  conver t s .  Many  have  been  awak- 
ened in  see ing  the  candida te s  advanc ing  
to own their Lord, and obey his  reasona- 
ble commands.  Some have come weeping  
and overwhelmed with fear s  and sor rows,  
and gone away bel ieving and rejoicing in 
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Chr ist ;  other s,  in hear ing the exper iences  
of  their  int imate re la t ives  or  acquaintan- 
ces, have been brought to reflect upon that  
day in which the r ighteous wil l  be taken  
away from the congregation of the wicked,  
and seated at the r ight hand of the Judge  
of al l  worlds, and thought themselves sen- 
tenced to s ink into remedi les s  r uin.  Woe  
unto the wicked fo r  i t  shal l  be i l l  wi th him,  
has  f a s t ened upon the i r  sou l s ,  and  they  
found no rest until Chr ist opened to their  
view the amazing merits of his atonement.

God has  g lor ious ly extended his  ar m of  
mercy,  over  Har t fo rd ,  Queensbur y,  For t  
Ann ,  Granv i l l e,  S a l em,  and  Cambr idge,  
and  about  e ight  hundred  have  pro fe s sed  
the religion of Jesus.

∑

Troy.
The winter before the reformation in this  

c i ty,  an apparent ser iousness  was observa- 
ble.  By per sons  o f  f a sh ion i t  was  ca l led  
an  unu sua l l y  du l l  w in te r.  Ba l l s ,  p a r t i e s 
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and scenes  of  h i l a r i ty  were le s s  f requent  
and more thinly attended than formerly.

The work commenced about the f ir s t  of  
Januar y  1816 .  An ho ly  f e r vour  appeared  
among the pious,  which was increased by  
in s t ances  o f  convic t ions  and conver s ions  
o f  s inner s .  Among these,  there  was  one  
of a peculiar character.

It was a young woman in the morning of  
life, who had not reached the years of ma- 
tu r i t y.  The  dea th  o f  he r  f a the r,  wh ich  
had taken place some time before, had made  
a deep and lasting impression on her tender  
m ind .  I t  wa s  s udden  and  unexpe c t e d ;  
and he left behind him a disconsolate wid- 
ow, with a numerous train of weeping and  
dependent chi ldren. In the midst  of their  
sor rows, this child was comfor ted by a pi- 
ous fr iend sitting at her side, with the con- 
sideration that God would he her father, if  
she would put her trust  in him. The im- 
pres s ion then made was abiding;  and her  
mind was some time afterwards aroused to  
a sense of the gui l t  and fol ly of her past  
l i f e.  Her  d i s t re s s  soon  a ro se  to  such  a 
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height, in the view of her sins against her  
heavenly Father,  that  she was  obl iged to  
abandon her business, retire into her closet,  
and prostrate herself before him.

It  was upon her knees in fervent prayer  
and supplication, acknowledg ing her trans- 
g ress ions ,  and implor ing forg iveness ,  that  
the God of  mercy mani fe s ted h imse l f  to  
her, as the hearer of prayer, and one who  
pardoneth iniquity,  t ransg ress ion, and s in:  
and she rose rejoicing in the sa lvat ion of  
God her  Sav iour,  her  f a ther  and f r iend.  
What encouragement is this for poor, over- 
whelmed, and di s t res sed s inner s  to repair  
to  the  throne  o f  d iv ine  g race,  and  ca s t  
themselves on the Saviour of sinners?

She bowed a  convic ted and condemned  
s inner ;  and rose  under  a  sweet  sense  o f  
p a rdon i n g  me rc y ;  a nd  s oon  b e c ame  a  
transported saint?

After  th i s  per iod,  the inf luences  of  the  
blessed Spir i t  began to be more general ly  
dif fused; and soon were dist i l led l ike dew,  
and  a s  sma l l  r a i n  u p on  t h e  t e n d e r  h e r b,  
a n d  a s  s h o w e r s  i n  t h e  g r a s s.  A m o n g 
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ch i ld ren  and youths ,  the  work  o f  g race  
sp read  wi th  the  g rea te s t  r ap id i ty.  Num- 
bers from eight years old and upward were  
deeply convinced of  their  gui l t  and ruin  
by nature; and cr ied out in distress ,  What  
sha l l  we  do  t o  b e  s aved?  I t  was  a f fec t ing  
to hear those l i t t le creatures speak of the  
vanity and folly of their l ives—talk of the  
wonder s  o f  redeeming love—and s ing ing  
Hosanna to  the  Son o f  David,  bl e s sed i s  he  
that cometh in the name of the Lord.

Their  exhor tat ions and prayer s  for  their  
young companions were crowned with as- 
ton i sh ing  succe s s .  They  appea red  to  be  
the f avoured ins truments  in the hands of  
God, of  awakening, convincing, and con- 
ver t ing each other ;  and in their  l i t t le as- 
semblies, they would all be melted in tears,  
in  te l l ing  what  God had done for  the i r  
souls.

The effusions of the divine Spir it now be- 
came genera l ,  and extended to a l l  c las ses  
o f  c i t izens .  The holy f l ame spread f rom,  
house to house,  and from hear t  to hear t ,  
unt i l  whole f ami l ies  fe l t  i t s  sacred inf lu- 
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influence. Husbands and wives, parents and  
ch i l d ren ,  ma s t e r s  and  s e r van t s ,  a l l  s aw  
their  lost  s tate by nature,  and the neces- 
s ity of a change. Under the awful load of  
their guilt, they cast themselves at the foot  
of the cross, and begged and cr ied for mer- 
cy.  And there,  mercy reached them, and  
raised them up, to rejoice together in the  
sa lvation of the gospel.  Their houses now  
became houses for God; their sor rows were  
conver ted into joys ;  and thei r  tear s  into  
songs of praise.

By th i s  t ime,  a lmos t  ever y  par t  o f  the  
city became more or less the theatre of il- 
l u s t r i ou s  d i s p l ay s  o f  d iv i ne  powe r  and  
g r ace.  Publ i ck  a s s embl i e s  on  the  Lord ’s  
d ay  we r e  c row d e d :  p r i v a t e  m e e t i n g s ,  
which were now held every evening in the  
week, were solemn, and silent as the grave.  
The hear ts of their minister s were f ired.— 
The prayer s of churches were fervent; and  
the publ ick mind seemed awed down be- 
fore  the  maje s ty  o f  d iv ine  g race,  which  
l a i d  the  p roude s t  s inne r  low.  In f ide l i t y  
was  aba shed—stood a s toni shed—and shut 
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her mouth.  Scarcely a  whisper was heard  
against  a  work in which the divine hand  
was so manifest .  I t  was the a lmighty Re- 
deemer r iding for th in the midst of them  
in  the t r iumphant  char iot  o f  h i s  gospe l ,  
conquering and to conquer.

As in a l l  the works  of  God,  and in a l l  
revivals  of  re l ig ion, there i s  a g reat var i- 
ety; so there was here in the mode of di- 
v i ne  ope r a t i on .  Conv i c t i on s ,  g ene r a l l y,  
were  pungent  and shor t ;  and t r ans i t ions  
f rom gui l t  and hor ror,  o f ten sudden and  
r ap turous .  Whi le  some were  a roused  by  
the ter rours of the law, other s were al lur- 
ed by the g race of the gospel ;  while one  
was called with a sti l l  small voice, another  
trembled under the thunders of Jehovah.

Were i t  pract icable,  I  could detai l  many  
encourag ing and remarkable  in s t ances  o f  
conversion dur ing the progress of the work.  
A few only can be now noticed.

One l i t t l e  g i r l  o f  twe lve  year s  o f  age, 
whose mind became deeply a f fected with 
a sense of t ier s ins at  the commencement 
of  i t ,  and so continued for severa l  weeks 
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without any rel ief .  She uniformly return- 
ed  f rom a lmos t  a l l  the  mee t ing s ,  ove r - 
whelmed in tear s ,  and seemed border ing  
on despair.  She saw her other l i t t le com- 
panions snatched as brands from the burn- 
ing;  and heard them admir ing,  with rap- 
tures  o f  joy,  the g race and g lor y of  the  
gospe l .  But  she  was  l e f t  under  hardnes s  
of hear t, and looked up in impenitency of  
soul .  At length,  she lost  s ight of  her se l f ,  
and was overwhelmed with the boundless  
love of the Son of God, in dying for such  
gui l ty  creatures .  Eventua l ly  th i s  love ab- 
sorbed her  whole  sou l ,  me l ted  her  in to  
deep contr i t ion for her s ins ,  and brought  
her at the feet of Jesus. Now, she exclaim- 
ed, I  am happy in the love of the lovely  
Sav iour.  He has  t aken away the  load o f  
my weighty gui l t ,  and brought me out of  
da rknes s  in to  mar ve l lous  l i gh t .  My sou l  
re j o i c e s  i n  h im ;  a l l  t h i ng s  a round  me  
praise him; the world is new.

Another ins tance,  more remarkable s t i l l ,  
was a young woman of about f ifteen, whose  
distress  for s in had been deep and af fect- 
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ing for  severa l  weeks ,  wi thout  obta in ing  
any hope of  pardoning mercy.  At length,  
her  whole  l i f e  appeared unvei led  to  her  
view; and she seemed placed on the verge  
of  des t ruct ion,  with the tor ments  of  the  
damned spread before her, into which she  
fe l t  she was just  plung ing.  With her s ins  
pressing her down, and the flaming gulf of  
eternal misery before her, she cr ied aloud  
for  mercy,  mercy,  mercy,  to her  compas- 
s iona te  Sav iour,  o r  she  mus t  pe r i sh  fo r  
ever. She cr ied until she lost the power of  
ut terance,  and then sa t  suppor ted,  t rem- 
bling for about one hour, speechless,  over  
the pit of destruction. At the close of this  
awful scone, which struck hor ror through  
the whole f amily,  she suddenly bur s t  out  
in raptures of joy and praise, that she had  
ob t a ined  de l ive r ance.  She  wa s  pe r f ec t l y  
sensible, as she afterwards said, dur ing the  
suspension of her bodily powers, and knew  
distinctly all that passed.

I t  wa s  a  s i gh t  o f  the  Lord  Je su s ,  she  
said, the almighty Saviour of s inner s,  that  
gave her ins tant  re l ie f .  He was presented 
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to her  v iew in a l l  h i s  media tor ia l  g lor y,  
a s  able and wi l l ing to save to the ut ter- 
mos t ;  and  he r  shudde r ing  sou l  c l a s ped  
him in the arms of f aith, and he bore her  
away as a brand from the everlasting burn- 
ing.

Her l iberated tongue now broke out  in  
unknown strains,  and her transpor ted soul  
seemed rather in heaven than on ear th for  
several weeks.

The  on l y  rema in ing  i n s t ance  wh i ch  I  
shall mention, was a venerable father r ising  
eighty year s of age. He had been remark- 
a b l e  f o r  h i s  i n t e g r i t y  a nd  up r i gh tn e s s  
through the whole cour se of his  l i fe;  and  
probably stood as high for his morali ty as  
any ci t izen in this  country.  But when he  
saw by the i l luminat ing inf luences of  the  
Holy Spir it, that he had neglected his God,  
however honest he had been towards men;  
when he saw that he had loved and served  
the creature more than his Creator ; when  
the sins of his heart as well as his life were  
unvei led to his  view; he was di srobed of  
all his r ighteousness, and sunk into anguish 
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a n d  d e s p a i r .  O h ,  i t  w a s  t h e n  h i s  
God whom he had dishonoured! his g reat,  
his  g racious,  his  good God, who had fed  
and clothed him all his life long, whom he  
had  in su l t ed .  I t  wa s  h i s  conde scend ing ,  
b l eed ing ,  dy ing  Sav iou r,  whom he  had  
s l i gh ted .  He was  an  o ld  s inner,  ju s t  on  
the  verge  o f  t ime,  ready to  l aunch in to  
eter nity;  there was therefore no hope for  
him. Such was the language of his hor ror  
and guilt, accompanied with groans of tor- 
menting despair, which continued for seve- 
r a l  week s .  The  s ympa thy  and  t e a r s  o f  
h i s  f r iends  could  not  comfor t  h im.  The  
prayer s of the minister s of relig ion and of  
the  church,  cou ld  not  de l iver  h im.  The  
encouragements  and promises  of  the gos- 
pe l ,  were  not  for  h im.  He had s l ighted  
the  ever l a s t ing  joy s  o f  heaven ;  and he l l  
seemed yawning for  h i s  e te r na l  f a l l .  He  
was, reader, one of the most affecting mon- 
uments of distress ing guil t ;  whose stream- 
ing eyes,  and wr ing ing hands,  and g roan- 
ing hear t ,  would have stung thine inmost  
soul .  A venerable and af fect ionate f a ther, 
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dear to a large and respectable f amily, and  
esteemed and beloved by al l—totter ing on  
the verge of  t ime,  and a l l  be fore  h im a  
dreadful eter nity!  In this  hour of sad ex- 
tremity, when every hear t ached, and unit- 
ed cr ies ascended to the throne of God for  
hi s  inter pos ing mercy,  the God of  mercy  
came down for his deliverance!

He  p lucked  h im a s  a  b r and  f rom the  
burning—led him to the ark of safety, the  
Lord Jesus Chr ist—and enabled him to put  
h i s  t r u s t  in  h im for  s a lva t ion .  Now hi s  
despair ing g r ief  was assuaged, his  f lowing  
tear s  were dr y,  and hi s  s ighs  and g roans  
we re  conve r t ed  in to  p r a i s e s .  H i s  t rem- 
bl ing  hands  were  r a i sed  to  the  heavens ,  
and his f alter ing tongue shouted aloud for  
joy.  And a l l  jo ined  in  thanksg iv ing  and  
praise to almighty God, for such wondrous  
love, such boundless  g race, such astonish- 
ing mercy.

But he was too r ich a treasure to he left 
long on ear th. His grateful and overflowing 
sou l  s oon  ma tu red  f o r  he aven .  Hav ing 
had an oppor tunity of public ly dedicat ing 
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h imse l f  to  God,  and  obey ing  the  dy ing  
command of his redeeming Lord, whom he  
felt bound to serve, and holding commun- 
ion with hi s  people,  he was  la id ,  in the  
course of a few weeks, on abed of i l lness.  
There  he l angui shed for  about  ten days ,  
under  excruc ia t ing  d i s t re s s ,  wi th  a l l  the  
composure  o f  a  ch i ld  o f  God,  and wi th  
b r igh ten ing  p ro spec t s  fo r  the  rea lms  o f  
glory.

When hiss  dissolution drew nigh, in the  
fu l l  po s se s s ion  o f  a l l  the  power s  o f  h i s  
mind, he cal led his  beloved wife and nu- 
merous t ra in of  chi ldren and g rand chi l- 
dren around him, and gave them his  pa- 
t r i a rcha l  bened i c t ion .  Hav ing  b id  them  
al l  an affectionate f arewell, and commend- 
ed them to his heavenly Father by fervent  
prayer and supplication, l ike the good old  
patr iarch Jacob, he gathered himself up in  
the bed and expired, with the fell prospect  
of a joyful transition to fairer and br ighter  
worlds on high. Oh, Let me die the death  
o f  the r ighteous,  and le t  my las t  end be l ike  
his.
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F rom the s e  i n t e re s t i ng  p r iva t e  occu r - 
rences ,  which took place dur ing the t r i- 
umph of divine grace in that city, you will  
permit me to lead you to two of the most  
publ ick joyful  scenes which were display- 
ed.  On the f i r s t  Lord’s  day in Apr i l ,  the  
Rev.  Mr.  Mac l ay  o f  New-York  a s s i s t ed  
the Rev. Mr. Wayland, in inducting for ty  
nine conver ts into one of the most glor i- 
ous ordinances of the gospel dispensation.  
Thousands gazed with as tonishment upon  
those happy souls ,  who tes t i f ied by their  
evangelical  conduct,  that,  To obey i s  bet te r  
than  sa c r i f i c e.  On the f i r s t  Lord ’s  day  in  
May, the f i r s t  communion of the Presby- 
ter ian church, after the revival  commenc- 
ed .  The day was  f ine,  and a  l a rge  con- 
g regat ion,  o f  perhaps  f i f teen hundred or  
two thousand people,  crowded the house.  
The services  were appropr iate;  the at ten- 
t ion was profound; a l l  was solemn. When  
the morning exerci ses  were c losed,  about  
one hundred per sons  came out  f rom the  
cong rega t ion ,  approached  the  de sk ,  and  
arranged themselves in columns before it. 
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In these ranks  of  g race were found hus- 
b and s  and  wive s ,  p a ren t s  and  ch i l d ren ,  
mas ter s  and ser vant s .  Al l  descr ip t ions  o f  
character s ,  h igh and low, r ich and poor,  
bond and free, here met together ; all mon- 
ument s  o f  the  s ame  r i ch  and  sove re ign  
g race. From the l i sping child of ten year s  
o ld ,  to the venerable  patr iarch of  e ighty  
two, with a large propor tion of the f inest  
youths ,  composed thi s  rare as semblage of  
ransomed souls.

Thus ar ranged, they made a publick pro- 
fession of their f aith, and solemnly entered  
into covenant with the Lord their  God— 
to be his now, and his for ever. The whole  
sat down together at the table of their glo- 
r ious Lord,  and commemorated his  dying  
love.

The whole church, consisting of between  
three and four hundred members, followed  
at dif ferent tables in succession unti l  they  
had all communed with their exalted Head.  
They joined in the general joy of the won- 
d rou s  t r iumphs  o f  redeeming  love,  and  
scaled their engagement to be the Lord’s.
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It was remarked by some who were pre- 
sent,  that never before had they seen and  
fe l t  so much of heaven on ear th. Al l  was  
ser ious and solemn. Near ly two thousand  
people gazing on the wonder s of redeem- 
ing love ;  and a lmos t  one four th  o f  tha t  
number feasting at the table of mercy, ad- 
mir ing and ador ing the condescending God  
who had rescued them by his precious blood  
from everlasting ruin.

Sure ly  the  Lord  was  in  th i s  p l ace :  fo r  
the divine glory seemed to awe down their  
spir its, and f il l their souls. It was to them,  
t he  hou se  o f  God ;  i t  wa s  t he  g a t e  o f  
heaven.

O g i ve  t h ank s  un t o  t h e  Lo rd ,  f o r  h e  i s  
good; for his mercy endureth for ever.

From that  per iod,  for  many months the  
work of divine g race g radually progressed,  
and has had the most happy effect in meli- 
ora t ing the  s t a te  o f  soc ie ty ;  in  abash ing  
immora l i t y  and  v i ce ;  i n  cemen t ing  the  
citizens together in the bonds of unity and  
love; and in combining their  exer t ions in  
promoting the glor ious kingdom of our ex- 
alted Lord.
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A generation is g rowing up to serve him,  
who are the hope of  the church and the  
wo r l d .  T h ey  m ay  b e  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  
transmitt ing this f air inher itance to future  
genera t ion s ,  when  we  a re  gone  o f f  the  
s tage.  I t  may reach to thousands unborn;  
and i t s  f ina l  resul t  can only be measured  
by the immensity of eternity.

This work brought many into the church- 
e s ,  in  th i s  c i ty.  Concer n ing  the i r  add i- 
t ions ,  and the reviva l  that  has  jus t  com- 
menced, the wr iter hopes to be able to give  
some information before the completion of  
this book.

I n  G re e n bu s h ,  t h e  D u t c h  R e f o r m e d  
church  under  the  min i s t r y  o f  Rev.  Mr.  
Wes t e r ve l t ,  h a s  expe r i enced  a  ve r y  re - 
freshing shower of divine g race. In a f ac- 
tory not far from Troy numbers were called  
out of darkness into God’s marvellous light.

∑

Middletown, (N. Y.)
I n  1815  a n  awaken ing  commenced  i n 
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th i s  t own .  In  he a r i ng  the  re l a t i on s  o f  
exper iences,  i t  was found, that many had  
concea led exerci ses  of  thi s  nature.  some- 
t ime before they were disposed to let the  
same be known. This  c ircumstance seem- 
ed to prepare the way for the vis ible par t  
of the work to proceed with g reater rapi- 
di ty,  than i t  might otherwise have,  done.  
In a  few weeks the work spread through  
every par t of Rev. A. Jackson’s congrega- 
t ion. A few enemies to the Chr is t ian re- 
l ig ion began to  mani fe s t  the i r  ha t red to  
this  revival ;  but i t  soon became so gene- 
ra l ,  and so powerful ,  that  even inf ide l i ty  
itself blushed, and soon ceased to show its  
opposi t ion. A profound solemnity reigned  
in  ever y  par t  o f  the  soc ie ty,  and in  a l l  
thei r  meet ings .  Prayer-meet ings  were ap- 
po in ted ,  and  were  so  c rowded  tha t  the  
largest houses in the society were not suf- 
f icient to hold the people. It soon became  
no uncommon thing to see from three to  
f ive hundred people at those prayer meet- 
ings, the g reater par t of whom manifested  
a  deep concer n for  s a lva t ion .  A genera l 
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prayer meeting was appointed and attend- 
ed once a week in the meeting house. At  
those meetings, the neighbour ing minister s  
we re  i nv i t e d  t o  a t t end :  a nd  f o r  t h re e  
months,  they never f a i led of  having from  
one to six or seven minister s at a time to  
ass i s t  in car rying on the exercises of rel i- 
g ious worship; all of whom about thir teen,  
acknowledged,  tha t  to  be  the  wonder fu l  
power  o f  God.  At  those  meet ing s ,  they  
general ly had from four to seven or eight  
hund red  peop l e.  A  deep  he a r t  rend ing  
sense  of  s in ,  and par t icu lar ly  the s in fu l- 
ness of the hear t,  fol lowed with an admi- 
rat ion of  the abounding g race and mercy  
of God in Chr ist Jesus to the chief of sin- 
ne r s ,  we re  t he  l e ad ing  f e a tu re s  o f  t he  
work.

A t  t ho s e  week l y  mee t i ng s  t h ey  neve r  
f ai led having one sermon, and general ly a  
nu m b e r  o f  m i n i s t e r i a l  a d d r e s s e s .  T h e  
publ ick  a t tent ion was  so  extens ive ly  ex- 
c i ted ,  tha t  f requent ly  peop le  came f rom  
ten ,  f i f teen and some more than twenty  
miles  to those meetings,  eager to see the 
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wonderful power of God in the conviction,  
and hopeful  conver s ion of  s inner s .  Many  
of  those vi s i tor s ,  i t  i s  be l ieved,  retur ned  
home under  s e r iou s  impre s s ion s ,  wh ich  
have  t e r mina ted  we l l  to  themse lve s  and  
useful to others.

Al l  ages ,  a l l  c l a s se s ,  ranks ,  and deg rees  
of people, shared in that glor ious, and gra- 
cious work of sa lvat ion. The stout hear t- 
ed—the stubborn oak yielded to that Wind  
that  bloweth where  i t  l i s t e th,  with as  much  
pl iabi l i ty as the supple wil low. More than  
th ree  hundred  in  tha t  town,  have  been  
c on s i d e red  hope f u l l y  c onve r t e d .  The s e  
have  jo ined  the  Methodi s t ,  Bapt i s t ,  and  
Presbyterian churches.

We long to see thy churches full, 
 That all the chosen race 
May with one voice, and heart, and soul, 
 Sing thy redeeming grace.

∑

Franklin, (N. Y.)
A gracious influence descended upon this 
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town in  Augus t  1815 .  God made use  o f  
a  young  man  a s  a  g re a t  i n s t r umen t  i n  
awa ke n i n g  m a ny.  H e  h a d  b e e n  u n d e r  
deep concern of mind for some time: the  
anguish of his soul had been so great, that  
i t  had  occa s ioned some ind i spos i t ion  o f  
body. He was g reat ly opposed to the Sa- 
viour’s  ter ms of  reconci l ia t ion to the di- 
v ine  gover nment .  But  a t  l ength h i s  wi l l  
was subdued, his hear t melted into repent- 
ance, and his soul wafted on the wings of  
f a i th  and love:  and so g reat  was  h i s  joy  
that some people thought he was a little be- 
side himself ,  and that much relig ion made  
him mad. His soul was so f i l led with love  
to God and compass ion for  s inner s ,  that  
he went from house to house exhorting his  
young companions  to  f l e e  f r om the  wra th  
t o  c ome.  An impre s s ion  wa s  made  upon  
the minds of those, with whom he convers- 
ed .  There  soon  began  a  v i s ib l e  s h ak in g  
among  t h e  d r y  b on e s,  and  number s  who  
we r e  d e a d  i n  s i n s  h a ve  b e e n  a l i v e  
unto God. How powerful  i s  the sword of  
the  Sp i r i t ,  though wie lded  by  a  human 
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arm, when Jehovah nerves it with strength!
Roxbury has  received a  copious  shower  

of divine blessings, and more than one hun- 
dred and s ixty have obeyed the Lord Je- 
sus, and gone on their way rejoicing.

Harper s f ie ld has heard the joyful  t idings  
of salvation, and many have been inclined  
to come to Jesus ,  who has  made an eve r - 
l a s t i n g  c o venan t  w i t h  t h em,  e ven  t h e  s u r e  
mercies of David.

Masonvil le has bowed before the majesty  
o f  the  K ing  o f  k ing s .  Hi s  a r rows  have  
been sharp in the heart of his enemies, and  
bold transg ressor s  have cr ied out,  God be  
merciful to us miserable sinners.

M e re d i t h  h a s  f e l t  h i s  p owe r f u l  a r m ,  
and multitudes have not only been wounded,  
but healed by grace, and made alive.

Over  the  But ter nut t s ,  he  bent  h i s  bow  
and his ar rows went abroad among the peo- 
ple.  The voice of his  thunder was in the  
heaven:  s inner s  t rembled,  and hel l  spread  
wide her gates .  God found a ransom and  
saved his people from going down into the  
bottomless pit.
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Over Unadil la ,  the Lord seemed to rend  
the  th ick darknes s  and come for th .  The  
hard hear t s  o f  s inner s  f l owed down a t  h i s  
p re sence.  A new church arose,  being con- 
s t i tuted in due for m, and now travel s  in  
the footsteps of those who have gone this  
way before them to enter that rest ,  which  
remaineth for the people of the Most High.

New Li sbon hath known that  the  Lord  
re igne th ,  and  c an  s ave  un t o  t h e  u t t e rmo s t  
a l l  w h o  c o m e  u n t o  G o d  by  h i m .  M a ny  
bold offender s have found him to be gra- 
c i ou s,  s l ow t o  ange r,  abundan t  in  goodne s s,  
f o r g i v i n g  i n i q u i t y,  a n d  t r a n s g r e s s i o n  a n d  
sin.

M i d d l e f i e l d  h a s  b e e n  r ev i ve d .  T h e i r  
meetings have been crowded with anxious  
souls ,  bowing under a  sense of  their  ex- 
po s edne s s  t o  end l e s s  m i s e r y.  The  ch i l - 
d ren  o f  God have,  become ea r ne s t  and  
g lo r i ed  wi th  an  heaven ly  a rdour  be fo re  
the  throne o f  g race.  Thei r  prayer s  were  
heard in heaven; the Lord has conic down  
to de l iver  the capt ives ,  and to open the  
pr i son to those who were bound.  About 
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for ty have lately come out into the l ibery  
of the gospel ,  owned their Lord and now  
are seen walking with his  people,  in,  the  
ways of wisdom.

Har tw ich  ha s  re ce ived  o f  Chr i s t ’s  f u l - 
n e s s  a nd  g ra c e  f o r  g r a c e.  The  work  wa s  
ver y  rap id  and power fu l ,  but  remarkably  
so lemn and f ree  f rom enthus i a sm.  Many  
o f  the  sub jec t s  o f  th i s  work  were  f rom  
among the most unpromising mater ials, for  
t h e  s p i r i t u a l  bu i l d i ng .  Some  h ad  been  
Univer sa l i s t s ,  o ther s  Dei s t s .  Thei r  mora l  
habits, like the major ity of those who pro- 
fes s  these pr inciples ,  in ever y c l ime,  had  
b e en  l oo s e  and  ve r y  i r re l i g i ou s .  They  
seemed ready to bid def iance to the thun- 
der of Jehovah’s law, and were disposed to  
treat with scorn and der is ion, the tender- 
es t  expres s ions  of  a  Saviour ’s  love.  They  
despised the sanctuary of God, set at naught  
the Lord’s day, and made the relig ion of a  
bleeding Sav iour,  the  sub jec t  o f  popular  
r idicule and contempt.  Coldness  and s tu- 
pidi ty l ike a  congeal ing f ros t  s topped a l l  
the external movings of pious zealousness.  
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Only a few frequented the solemn assem- 
bl i e s  o f  the  god ly.  Some who had  pro- 
fe s sed Chr i s t ,  tur ned away and gave  heed  
to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils.

When this  melancholy gloom had thick- 
ened into an Egyptian night over that re- 
g ion, and some time had rolled away with- 
out the f a l l ing of a s ingle ray of l ight to  
comfor t them, they like the mar iner s with  
Pau l ,  c a s t  o u t  an c h o r  and  w i s h e d  f o r  t h e  
day .  At  length the  Sun of  r ighteousnes s  
seemed to ar ise upon them with healing in  
h i s  w ing s,  and the  vo ice  o f  the  prophet  
r ung  in  the i r  e a r s ,  Ar i s e,  s h i n e,  f o r  t hy  
l i gh t  i s  c ome,  and the  g l o r y  o f  the  Lord  i s  
r i s e n  up on  t h e e.  Th e  d ay  s p r i n g  f r om  on  
h i g h  v i s i t e d  t h em ,  and  they  behe l d  t he  
glory of the God of Israel l ike the spread- 
ing  o f  the  mor n ing  sunbeams  upon the  
mounta ins—beaut i fu l ,  mi ld and cheer ing.  
More than one hundred have professed the  
name o f  Chr i s t .  The  change  i s  va s t  in  
that place.

Lions and beasts of savage name. 
Put on the temper of the Lamb.
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Colches ter  has  received a  g rac ious  v i s i- 
t a t ion .  Th i s  ha s  rou sed  the  god ly  f rom  
sp i r i tua l  s lumber s ,  and  made  them ver y  
act ive and happy in the kingdom of  our  
Lord.  About for ty have been added to a  
small church in that town.

∑

Norwich, (N. Y.)
In 1814  a  Bapt i s t  and a  Cong regat iona l  

church  were  cons t i tu ted  in  th i s  v i l l age.  
Both these churches were very smal l ,  but  
apparent ly  zea lous  for  the cause of  thei r  
Redeemer. The people around them were  
notor ious for  vice and a lmost  ever y spe- 
c i e s  o f  wickedne s s .  They  were  p ro f ane.  
They  d i d  no t  man i f e s t  t h a t  r eve ren c e  
towards God which divine worship usual ly  
produces.  I f  the Lord’s  day could be dis- 
tinguished from other days, it was by being  
more devoted to the pursuit of vanity, and  
the pract ice of iniquity.  The youths were  
confor med to  the  cour se  o f  th i s  wor ld .  
Nothing war, more foreign to their desire 



 revivals 195

than to attend to things of a ser ious or re- 
l i g iou s  na tu re.  Va in  company  wa s  the i r  
de l ight ,  and va in  amusements  the  objec t  
o f  the i r  unwear ied pur sui t .  I t  seemed as  
i f  the inhabitants of that vi l lage were left  
to f i l l  up the measure of their  iniquit ies ,  
and to go on from one degree of wicked- 
ness  to another,  t i l l  the pat ience of  God  
should be wear ied,  and he des t roy them  
in his holy displeasure.

But in the midst of wrath, God remem- 
bered mercy.  Be l iever s  who had entered  
into covenant with each other, were f aith- 
f u l .  They  i l l u s t r a t ed  the  exce l l ency  o f  
the  Chr i s t i an  re l ig ion in  the i r  l ive s  and  
conver sat ion.  Their  f a i th was s t rong,  and  
their  love fervent .  They seemed to man- 
i fes t  a  more than ordinar y at tachment to  
one  another.  The i r  happy  soc ie ty  cou ld  
not but attract the attention of the ir rel i- 
g ious and profane, and convince the world  
that they had been with Jesus. These sent  
up the i r  s incere ly  ardent  prayer s  for  the  
outpouring of the Spirit.

In  1816  a  spec i a l  work  commenced .—
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Preacher s were f aithful and warm in their  
prayer s  and awakening in  the i r  se r mons .  
The duty of  be l iever s ,  the fo l ly  and in- 
g ra t i tude of  those  who s leep in  t ime of  
har ve s t ,  were  se t  for th  in  an  impres s ive  
manner.  Al l  seemed to fee l  sens ible  that  
something must be done, but many did not  
know how to do i t .  Conference meetings  
were  se t  up and number s  a t tended.  The  
brethren wished to pray and exhor t  s in- 
ner s to repent,  but not being accustomed  
to  th i s  work ,  they  had  many fea r s ,  l e s t  
they  should  not  d i scharge  the i r  duty  in  
such a manner as  to recommend re l ig ion  
to unbel iever s .  At one meeting there was  
an account read of the revival of rel ig ion  
in  Lenox Mas sachuse t t s .  The peop le  in- 
quired with g reat solicitude whether these  
th ings  were so.  The subject  was  new to  
them. They sought  for  in for mat ion with  
e age r  cu r io s i t y.  They  were  i gnor an t  o f  
what God had been doing in our land.— 
It appeared as i f  they had never once re- 
f lected that  Except they were bor n aga in,  
t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  k i n gd om  o f  
God.
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On the  even ing  o f  New-Yea r ’s  d ay  a  
cer tain class of the youths attended a bal l  
in the vi l lage, and there was a conference  
a t  the  s ame t ime.  The se  were  appo in t - 
ments  ver y di f ferent  in their  nature,  and  
many of the youths had severe struggles in  
their minds in determining at which place  
they should a t tend.  I t  was  a  cr i t ica l  pe- 
r iod.  They hal ted between two opinions .  
They hes i ta ted whether  to ser ve God or  
indulge themselves in that vain amusement  
that never prof ited any of the human race.  
On the one hand sa tan tempted;  on the  
o the r,  consc i ence  remons t r a t ed .  On the  
one hand they were solicited by their evil  
propensit ies to go and enjoy the pleasures  
of mir th, and the recreat ions of the bal l- 
room; On the other,  they were impressed  
by the Spir it  of God to turn from vanity,  
and  p repa re  to  mee t  the i r  God .  I t  wa s  
empha t i c a l l y  a  s e a l ing  t ime.  They  were  
ca l led upon to act  deci s ive ly.  Some who  
had made preparat ions  and were resolved  
to go to the place of recreation, afterwards  
began to  he s i t a te.  One young man par-
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particularly, who had been uncommonly im- 
petuous in the pursuit of vanity, was deep- 
ly convicted of his sin the very day of the  
appo in tment .  And even  a f t e r  they  were  
a s s embled ,  some were  so  much a f f ec ted  
and  so  g rea t ly  d i s t re s s ed  on  account  o f  
their conduct, that they left the ball-room  
and  sough t  re l i e f  i n  t e a r s .  Thus  the re,  
was  a  s t r ik ing contra s t  between the d i f- 
ferent  pur sui t s  o f  the youths .  The occa- 
s ion exc i ted publ ick a t tent ion to  a  ver y  
cons iderable  deg ree,  and we have rea son  
to believe that the event was f avourable to  
their highest interest.

From this time the work became general.  
It was deep, rapid and surpassed the power  
of mor tals .  There was scarcely a thought- 
le s s  mind in  the whole  v i l l age.  Bus ines s  
was  in  a  g reat  measure suspended.  Rel i- 
g ious meetings were attended almost every  
d ay  i n  t h e  week .  S a i n t s  we re  v i g i l a n t  
and ac t ive,  the i r  f a i th  was  s t rong.  Their  
zeal was not enthusiasm, but it was ardent  
zeal, and they felt as i f  they had much to  
do.  They seemed to  pos se s s  in  an  emi-
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nent degree that which may be denominat- 
ed re l ig ious act ion, which wil l  a lways be  
manifested more or less  in seasons of  re- 
v iva l .  They were not  di scouraged by the  
unbe l i e f  a nd  ob s t i n a cy  o f  o the r s .  The  
power  o f  God communica ted  energy  to  
the i r  ent rea t ie s .  With  t rembl ing  and a f - 
fectionate concern they went to their un- 
godly fr iends,  who were dist inguished for  
p ro f l i g acy  and  in f ide l i t y,  and  conver s ed  
with them about Jesus Chr ist ,  the Saviour  
of sinners.

Th i s  wa s  an  unna tura l  and  unwe lcome  
theme, but they were not ashamed to in- 
t roduce  i t .  Impen i t en t  s inner s  were  a s - 
tonished and a lar med. Many of them had  
never witnessed such a scene before. They  
were ser ious ly impressed with a  sense of  
t h e i r  w i ckedne s s .  They  s aw  t h a t  t h e i r  
whole l ives  were one continual  depar ture  
from God, and that the mercy which could  
rescue them from ruin would be inf inite.  
They did not esteem sin to be a slight evil,  
or a kind of inf irmity which deserved the  
compa s s ion  o f  God .  They  f r ank ly  con-
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fessed their  gui l t ,  and the deep depravity  
o f  human  n a tu re .  They  s aw  t h a t  t h ey  
were just ly condemned by the divine law;  
that  they could not  jus t ly  themse lves  by  
the i r  own mer i t s ;  and  tha t  noth ing  but  
the blood of Chr ist could open a way for  
t he i r  s a l va t ion .  Hi s  b l o o d  c l e an s e t h  f r om  
all sins.

Although it may be said that the major i- 
ty  of  those who are the subject s  of  th i s  
work are youths,  yet i t  was by no means  
conf ined to them. The moral i s t  has  been  
brought to acknowledge the insuf f ic iency  
o f  me re  mor a l i t y.  The re  wa s  one  man  
par ticularly, who was often refer red to as a  
s t a n d a rd .  I t  wa s  a  r e m a r k  f r e q u e n t l y  
made by the impenitent,  that  i f  this  man  
became a Chr istian, relig ion was necessary  
for them also. But this  man we hope be- 
came a  Chr i s t i an .  Two other s  a l so,  who  
had for a long time advocated the doctr ine  
o f  Un ive r s a l  s a l va t ion ,  renounced  the i r  
er ror,  and became the t rophies  of  d iv ine  
grace.

The  sub jec t s  o f  th i s  work  had  a  ve r y 
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deep and overwhelming sense of their guilt.  
The  pena l t y  o f  the  d iv ine  l aw wa s  s e t  
home to their consciences with great power.  
They felt  themselves to be under its  con- 
demnation, and they were miserable. Their  
d i s t re s s  wa s  ex t reme,  Noth ing  tha t  wa s  
said to them could engage their attention  
or lessen the anguish of their minds.  But  
a t  t h e  s ame  t ime  t hey  po s s e s s ed  t h e i r  
re a s on ing  f a cu l t y  en t i re .  I t  wa s  no t  a  
senseless  melancholy,  or obst inate despair.  
I t  wa s  no t  i n f a tua t ion .  The i r  p a in  ap- 
peared to be the result of a genuine con- 
v i c t ion  o f  s in .  They  were  d i s con so l a t e,  
fo r  e t e r na l  mi s e r y  l ay  be fo re  them.  As  
soon as they felt the joys of pardoned sin,  
the i r  da rkne s s  wa s  d i spe l l ed :  they  were  
calm and unspeakably happy.

Upward s  o f  s i x t y  have  been  added  to  
the Congregational church, and more than  
one hundred to the Bapt i s t .  In  th i s  v i l - 
lage, which was once the stronger hold of  
s a t an ,  the  opera t ions  o f  the  Sp i r i t  have  
been ver y  consp icuous ly  d i sp l ayed .  Zion  
has  had new access ions of  s t rength.  Here 
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has  been a g reat  and unexpected change.  
Each of  these churches have bui l t  a  ver y  
nea t  and commodious  house  for  publ ick  
worship. To these places,  they resor t with  
willing minds, and call on God to aid them  
to honour hi s  cause,  to walk before him  
with humility, hear his word with obedient  
sou l s ,  and  g l o r i f y  t h e i r  Fa t h e r  who  i s  i n  
heaven.

Malone, (N. Y.)
Though the people in this  town enjoyed  

the pr ivilege of hear ing the gospel preach- 
ed  s t a t ed ly  fo r  a  number  o f  yea r s ;  ye t  
only a few knew it s  joyful  sound by ex- 
per ience, unti l  the summer of 1816 .  Then  
the Spir i t ,  with over power ing inf luences ,  
c ame  upon  s i nne r s ,  and  l a r ge  numbe r s  
sought  the Saviour with a l l  thei r  hear t s .  
This  work rent  in pieces  the subter fuges  
of inf idels ;  enstamped solemnity upon the  
countenances  o f  the  sco f f ing ;  r a i sed  the  
worldl ing to higher r iches than gold;  ar-
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re s t ed  the  vo lup tua r y  i n  h i s  cou r s e  o f  
p leasure;  tur ned youths f rom their  empty  
and deluded f ancies ,  and in some deg ree  
impressed the minds of  a l l  with the mo- 
mentous reflection, that an Almighty Being  
exists  and governs al l  worlds.  It  did more  
divis ions among neighbours were amicably  
settled, and the most fr iendly feelings pro- 
duced .  I t  s upp re s s ed  p ro f ane  swea r i ng ,  
Sabbath breaking, gambling, and their ac- 
companying evils ,  which are so disg raceful  
to society, and offensive to God. In f ami- 
lies where satan reigned for year s, and the  
name of Jehovah was every day blasphem- 
ed, there now may be heard,  prayer s  and  
a n t h e m s  o f  p r a i s e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  L o r d ’s  
d o i n g s  and  ma r ve l l ou s  i n  the  eye s  o f  a l l  
who, behold the ef fects  of  hi s  unmer i ted  
grace.

————

Goshen, (N. Y.)
The cloud of  mercy that  had been seen  

in  th i s  reg ion ,  began to  move over  the 
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above town in 1815 ,  and a few drops de- 
s cended  in  Augus t .  For ty  o r  f i f t y  were  
re f re shed ,  and  commenced  the i r  l abour s  
for  tha t  bread ,  whi c h  i f  any  man ea t ,  h e  
s h a l l  l i v e  f o r  e v e r.  I n  S ep t embe r  t h e re  
wa s  a  s hower  i ndeed .  Two hund red  a t  
leas t  were hopeful ly conver ted,  and more  
than one hundred other s engaged in anx- 
ious  inquir y.  I t  extended into four  con- 
g reg a t i on s .  I n  one  o f  t h em i t  b e c ame  
genera l  and power fu l ,  beyond any th ing  
ever before known in that region.

∑

Eaton, (N. Y.)
G o d ’s  r i g h t e o u s n e s s  i s  l i k e  t h e  g r e a t  

moun t a i n s,  and  h i s  j u d gmen t s  a r e  a  g r e a t  
d e ep .  Thi s  was  made known in Eaton,— 
Death swept away a number, and their sur- 
vivors applied their hear ts to wisdom. The  
Spir i t  of God came among them, and the  
inhabi tant s  v iewed themse lves  upon s l ip- 
pery places, and the regions of woe spread- 
ing  benea th  them.  Eve r y  ch i l d  o f  God 
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seemed to f ly into the chambers of mercy  
and to plead before the throne, Spare us O  
Lord one year  longe r.  He heard,  and made  
the hear ts of s inner s soften. In Apr il  1815  
t h e  work  bec ame  gene r a l .  Con f e rence s  
were crowded and every hear t  seemed to  
f ee l  i t s  own awfu l  dep r av i t y.  Je su s  wa s  
present, and his power removed the weight  
of guilt from many souls. About one hun- 
dred professed the Saviour in a few months  
after the work commenced.

Cazanovia has  been a very dis t inguished  
place for re l ig ious revival s .  From it s  f i r s t  
sett lement, the Spir it seemed to choose to  
hover over it and cause many to exper ience  
its astonishingly glorious energies.

In  the  summer  o f  1815  there  appeared  
an  unusua l  a t t en t ion among the  peop le.  
Two  women  c ame  fo rwa rd  and  o f f e red  
themse lve s  to  the  Bap t i s t  church  under  
the  ca re  o f  Rev.  J.  Peck .  The  even ing ,  
before one of  them made an of fer ing of  
her sel f ,  she made her mind known to her  
hu s b and ,  a nd  d e s i r e d  h i s  c on s en t .  He  
pos se s sed  too much po l i t enes s  to  forb id 
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he r ;  bu t  the  enmi ty  o f  h i s  hea r t  a ro se  
against  i t .  That night his  mind was much  
distressed. He was cal led away from home  
the next day upon business, and cher ished  
the  hope tha t  she  would not  a t tend the  
meeting: but on returning home he found  
that  she had been, and was accepted. He  
could conceal  his  feel ings no longer,  and  
therefore, observed that the union between  
them was dissolved, and his comfort in this  
world was gone. She endeavoured to show  
him his  mistaken views upon the subject ,  
but a l l  in vain;  an higher power was ne- 
ces sa r y.  No s leep remained for  h i s  eyes ,  
nor  s lumber  for  h i s  eye- l id s  tha t  n ight .  
Before morning, a spir it  seemed to reason  
with him, and to urge him to believe, that  
it was possible that she was about to obey  
her  Lord’s  commands ,  and i f  th i s  should  
be true, he was wrong to oppose her : with  
that, the iniquity of his heart was laid open  
to his view, and so dreadful was the vision  
of that night, that he concluded, there was  
no peace for him in time or in eternity.

Never the le s s ,  he  was  not  reconc i led  to 
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his wife, for he stil l thought her to be the  
cause of  hi s  t rouble.  In the mor ning hi s  
mind was ful l  of anguish, and he thought  
i f  his  wife were out of  s ight,  his  dis tress  
would abate,  and he should obta in some  
re l ie f ;  accord ing ly  he  a s s i s ted  in  ge t t ing  
her ready to attend meeting. She entreat- 
ed him to accompany her, but he refused.  
She went to the sanctuary, in a calm, se- 
rene manner,  not doubting, but that God  
who had bowed her wil l  was able to sub- 
due  h i s  a l s o.  He r  ab s ence  a f f o rded  no  
re l i e f  to  h i s  t roubled  sou l .  Hi s  d i s t re s s  
g reatly increased; the wrath of God seem- 
ed to l ie  heavy on hi s  mind.  He vi s i ted  
h i s  f i e ld s ,  but  they  appeared  c lo thed in  
sackc loth.  He retur ned to hi s  house and  
walked his room agonizing under condem- 
nation. At length, his  wife returned from  
meeting, with some fr iends, who called to  
see him; but he refused to be seen of them  
for  awhi le.  But  soon the scene changed;  
for, he who turneth the shadow of death into  
the  mor n ing,  and g ive th  songs  in  the  n igh t ,  
appeared for hi s  re l ie f .  His  hear t  seemed 
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to mel t  wi thin him, he confes sed to hi s  
wife and al l  present,  his  cr iminal  opposi- 
t ion, and desired forg iveness of God, and  
eve r y  c re a t u re .  He  c ame  f o rwa rd  a nd  
jo ined the same church.  A number were  
a r re s ted on tha t  occas ion,  and the work  
sp read  in to  d i f f e rent  pa r t s  o f  the  town.  
Young men and maidens, old men and chil- 
dren were a lar med,  changed and brought  
home to zion, with songs of joy.

Thi s  work has  been l ike  a  gent le  ra in ,  
o r  t h e  wa t e r s  o f  Sh i l oh  t ha t  move s o f t ly,  
yet so mighty as to bear down opposition,  
and s top  the  mouths  o f  ga in sayer s .  The  
De i s t s  and  Univer s a l i s t s  have  renounced  
their pernicious sentiments,  and embraced  
the humbling doctr ine of  the Lord Jesus .  
B a ck s l i d e r s  h ave  re t u r ned  w i th  b roken  
hear t s ,  be ing fu l ly  convinced that  those,  
who  Obs e r v e  ly i n g  va n i t i e s  f o r s a k e  t h e i r  
own  me r c y.  S a in t s  have  b l e s s ed  God  fo r  
the r ich exhibitions of his boundless grace.  
More than two hundred have been added  
to the Baptist ,  and a number to the Pres- 
byterian church.
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Smithvi l le  has  had a  season of  sp i r i tua l  
ingather ing. The f ir st tokens, of the bless- 
ed work were seen at a conference meet- 
ing  in  December  1816 .  The d i sc ip le s  o f  
Jesus  were ear nes t  in prayer,  and seemed  
unwilling to retire from the place, without  
a sealing manifestation of the countenance  
of the Lord. They poured out their hear ts  
before him, and entreated that  he would  
rev ive h i s  work.  The Spi r i t  came down,  
and its f laming influences penetrated every  
hear t ,  and spread i t s  enl ightening and re- 
newing power f rom house to house.  The  
peop le  appeared  regard le s s  o f  the  inc le- 
mency of the weather,  the unpleasantness  
of the travell ing or any other impediment.  
They  we re  deep l y  conce r ned  f o r  t he i r  
souls ,  and therefore,  cong regated in mul- 
t i tude s  in  whatever  p l ace,  s a lva t ion  was  
p roc l a imed  f o r  s u ch  m i s e r ab l e  s i nne r s .  
Whole  househo ld s  were  a r re s t ed  by  the  
mighty power of  God,  and brought  into  
the glor ious liber ty of the gospel. A young  
lady who taught a school in that place, was  
an  ob s t ina te  oppose r  o f  th i s  work .  She 
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sought  out  many invent ions  to  pour  her  
con t empt  upon  tho se  who  c a l l ed  upon  
Chr ist to save them, from going down into  
the pit  where they cannot hope in God’s  
t ruth.  About the c lose of  Februar y 1817 ,  
the specia l  inf luences of  the Spir i t  awak- 
ened  her  sou l  and  about  twenty  o f  her  
pupi l s .  The operat ions of  the Spir i t  were  
so powerful in that school, that the greater  
par t, of one day was devoted to prayer and  
pra i se.  The g lo r y  o f  the  Lord  shone  a round  
t h em ,  and  the  ch i l d ren  c r i e d  h o s anna  t o  
the Son o f  David:  Blessed i s  he that  cometh  
i n  t h e  name  o f  t h e  Lo rd :  Ro sanna  i n  t h e  
highest.

These conver t s  were f a i thfu l  in exhor t- 
ing  each o ther  da i ly.  I t  was  a s ton i sh ing  
to hear them invite, and exhor t their fel- 
low children, and youths to f lee from the  
wrath to come. From the age of  nine to  
for ty f ive, about one hundred are hopeful  
converts in this town.

∑

Homer.
This  i s  a  town, over which angel s  have 
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gazed with more than common eagerness ,  
to under s tand the vas t  depths  of  regene- 
rat ing inf luences,  and swell  their songs in  
commemorating the victor ies of Immanuel.  
With in  the  rounds  o f  a  f ew year s ,  they  
have  had  occa s ion to  re jo ice  over  more  
t h an  s even  hund red  rep en t i n g  s i nne r s .  
There  sa tan has  been t rodden under  the  
f e e t  o f  the  s a in t s .  The re  in f i de l i t y  ha s  
gnashed hi s  teeth in dying agony.  There  
the  sweet  and sav ing voice  o f  g race  has  
been heard, and deluded, wretched sinner s  
have  l i s t ened wi th  evange l i ca l  a t tent ion ,  
and entered the gates of Zion with ineff a- 
ble  s a t i s f ac t ion.  To them Je sus  ha s  been  
precious. One revival has followed another,  
leaving a l i t t le  t ime for conver t s  to exa- 
mine  themse lve s  and become e s t abl i shed  
in  the  t r u th ,  be fore  another  came wi th  
g reater power, br ing ing to Chr ist  and his  
church a greater number of souls.

In 1815  and 1816  the g reater displays of  
grace were made, than in any other per iod.  
The Presbyter ian church under the minis- 
t r y  o f  Rev.  E .  Wa lke r  and  the  Bap t i s t 
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under the ministry of Rev. A. Bennet have  
received large additions.

The  work  sp read  in to  Tr ux ton ,  where  
cons ide rable  number s  jo ined  the  church  
under the ministr y of Rev. T. Punington.  
In  Locke,  i t  ha s  seemed more power fu l ,  
and g rea te r  number s  have  bowed to  the  
sceptre of our exalted Redeemer.

Gui l ford has  l a te ly  been awakened,  and  
the work increases and extends its heaven- 
ly dews into other towns.

Fab iu s  ha s  been  b rought ,  f rom a  ve r y  
low va le  of  despondency and a lmost  en- 
t i re  wretchedness  to l i f t  up her voice to  
God in the heavens,  and now is  enjoying  
the vivi fying s treams of  g race.  The com- 
mencement of this good day of prosper ity  
was under the instrumental i ty of  Rev. E.  
B l ake s l ey.  He  made  tha t  peop le  a  v i s i t  
some time in the spr ing of 1818 ,  and the  
Sp i r i t  o f  the  Lord  seemed to  a t tend a l l  
t he i r  i n t e r v i ews .  He  soon  moved  f rom  
Connecticut and became their pastor. The  
work has  increased rapidly,  and f rom the  
be s t  in fo r mat ion ,  I  may  ven ture  to  s ay 
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that  about one hundred have joined the  
church, and many are anxious ly concern- 
ed for their souls.

∑

Henderson.
In thi s  town, the wonder s  of  i l lus tr ious  

g race have shone conspicuously in the sal- 
vation of souls since the beginning of 1815.  
The Lord in  h i s  in f in i te  goodnes s  made  
the Rev. E.  Osgood an honoured ins tru- 
ment  to  awaken many in  th i s  and other  
towns around i t .  He was  so happy as  to  
have  three  sons  and one daughter  made  
willing in this day of God’s power, to own  
their  Lord before men, and exhibi t  c lear  
evidences  that  they had been made a l ive  
by the power of the Spir it .  A large num- 
ber were brought home to Chr is t  in that  
rev iva l .  Ano the r  b eg an  i n  1817  wh i ch  
sur passed the former.  The words of truth  
fell l ike peals of thunder among the stupid  
and hardened sons  and daughter s  o f  in i- 
qui ty.  Ever y ser mon, prayer,  exhor tat ion, 
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and every thing they saw and heard seem- 
ed to  augment  the i r  condemnat ion.  The  
awakened ca l led upon thei r  mini s ter  and  
the f r iends  of  the Redeemer to pray for  
them and point out unto them the way of  
s a l va t ion .  The i r  so r rows .  f e a r s  and  the  
weight of guilt under which they laboured,  
were  unut te r able.  B le s s ed  he  God,  they  
were not left to per ish in their s ins. Jesus  
i n t e r po sed  and  gave  them peace.  Many  
gladly received his  g racious word; obeyed  
his al l  cheer ing voice; told what the Lord  
had done for their souls ,  fol lowed him in  
h i s  o rd inance s ;  the  church  abounded in  
the work, and increased in numbers daily.

In  E l l i s bu rgh ,  the  Sav iour  wa s  known  
moving in the char iot  of  h i s  gospe l  and  
c a l l i ng  s i nne r s  to  repen t ance.  Here,  i n  
1815 the word was quick and powerful.

Lor ra ine,  Denmark ,  Rodman,  Lowvi l l e,  
Brownvi l l e,  Water town,  Rut l and ,  Cham- 
p ion ,  and  Adams .  In  the s e  towns ,  d i s - 
t ingu i sh ing  g race  ha s  ga ined a  t r iumph,  
that sur passes in glory, a l l  that s tatesmen,  
heroes  and k ings  have obta ined by the i r 
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wisdom, power and valour since the world  
began. A solemn and wonderful  engaged- 
ness of mind seemed to be almost univer- 
s a l .  A l l  mee t i ng s  f o r  va i n  amu s emen t s  
were laid wholly aside, and the people ap- 
peared f a r  more  engaged to  a t tend re l i - 
g ious meetings,  than they ever did carnal  
diver sions. Relig ion was the whole topick  
o f  conver sa t ion in  a l l  the i r  soc ia l  v i s i t s .  
La rge  number s  wou ld  go  f rom town to  
town on some of  the i r  spec ia l  meet ings ,  
and a l l  jo in in a iding other s  to meditate  
upon the g reat  t ruths  of  the gospel ,  and  
r un  w i th  pa t i en c e  t h e  ra c e  s e t  b e f o r e  t h em  
l o ok ing  un t o  J e su s  t h e  au tho r  and  f i n i s h e r  
of their faith.

Champion abounded in the work of the  
Lord. The f ir st Lord’s day in Apr il ,  thir ty  
e igh t  were  rece ived  in to  the  church  o f  
which Rev. N. Dutton was minis ter.  The  
f i r s t  Lord’s  day in July s ixty s ix,  and ad- 
ditions have been made unti l  one hundred  
and f i f ty were received into that Congre- 
ga t iona l  church ,  and a  number  in to  the  
Bapt i s t  church in  tha t  town.  In  a l l  th i s 
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cluster of towns, including Henderson, we  
may char itably believe, that since the com- 
mencement i f  1815  more than one thou- 
s and  sou l s  have  been bor n  aga in .  Sma l l  
churche s  have  inc rea sed  wi th  men a s  a  
f l o ck ;  m in i s t e r s  h ave  been  g re a t l y  en - 
couraged in the i r  l abour s :  o ld  profes sor s  
have been brought to the gates of heaven,  
and panted  to  see  the  s igna l  g iven tha t  
they might pass  the guards upon the bat- 
t lements  of  g lor y and enter  in to  the  j oys  
of their Lord.

Ovid  wa s  f avou red  w i th  a  ma r ve l l ou s  
work of  the Spir i t ,  towards  the c lose  of  
1814 .  The p ious  drew near  to  God,  and  
besought him to make known his r ich grace  
in the salvation of the people. They soon  
were encouraged in coming unto him who  
never tur ns a  deaf  ear  to those who ca l l  
upon him in t ruth.  World ly conver sa t ion  
was  dropped,  and the  th ings  tha t  make fo r  
p e a c e ,  a n d  a c c o m p a ny  s a l va t i o n  b e c a m e  
their theme.

Many opposer s rose up against  the pow- 
er and prog ress  of  this  work. These were 
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Un ive r s a l i s t s ,  De i s t s ,  t he  s e l f - su f f i c i en t  
moral i s t s ,  and every hypocr i te  that  could  
get  an oppor tuni ty  to show hi s  opinion.  
He who from the beg inning has  la id hi s  
plan, to br ing down the lofty looks of men  
and  d e s t r oy  t h e  wo rk s  o f  t h e  d e v i l ,  soon  
made  those  s tou t  hea r ted  s inner s  e i the r  
bow with unreserved submission to his in- 
f luences ,  or  re t i re  confounded f rom the  
exhibitions of his omnipotence. This work  
was so g lor ious ,  that  i t  seemed as  i f  the  
very clouds dropped down with r ighteous- 
ne s s ,  and the  whole  reg ions  were  f i l l ed  
w i th  ho s t s  o f  ange l s  s i ng ing ,  Br in g  t h e  
ransomed rebels home.

In about  ten months ,  two hundred and  
f ifty joined the Baptist church in that town,  
and  some  the  P re sby t e r i an .  So  m i gh t i ly  
grew the word of God, and prevailed.

Hector has  received some tokens of  the  
divine goodness, and a number of hopeful  
conversions have taken place.

B ro o k f i e l d ,  C i n c i n n a t u s ,  D e  R u y t e r ,  
German, Green, Peter sburgh, Oxford, Le- 
nox ,  L i s l e,  Man l iu s ,  Mad i son ,  Augu s t a , 
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Pompey,  Pre s ton,  Sanger s f ie ld  and Tul ly,  
have a l l  been g rac ious ly  v i s i ted  wi th  an  
outpour ing of the divine Spir it. Some have  
been  more  d i s t ingu i sh ing ly  b le s s ed  than  
other s ,  in receiving a g reater copiousness  
of  inf luences f rom heaven, and beholding  
a g reater mult i tude of s inner s f locking to  
Jesus  l ike c louds,  and l ike doves to their  
windows.

∑

Winfield.
Ear ly  in  the  year  1816 ,  there  appeared  

an  unusua l  a t t en t ion  to  meet ing s .  Con- 
fe rences  were  crowded,  and the  counte- 
nances  o f  the  peop le  ind ica ted  tha t  the  
th ing s  o f  e te r n i ty  mus t  be  rega rded ,  or  
they be for ever miserable. The Rev. Mr.  
Phi leo,  who was  then preach ing in  tha t  
p lace,  fe l t  so  deep ly  impres sed wi th  the  
impor tance of devoting his whole t ime in  
this work, that he gave up his school and  
la id as ide every weight,  and entered with  
al l  his  hear t and strength into labour s for  
the salvation of the people.
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He went from house to house and con- 
ver sed with a l l  whom he could,  and ex- 
horted them to repent and believe the gos- 
pe l .  The Lord rendered those  inter v iews  
happy, and of inf inite value to many per- 
sons.  The inf luences of  g race spread into  
every part of the town, and more than two  
hundred have g iven convincing proof , that  
they were brought to love Jesus  with a l l  
the i r  hea r t s .  These  have  been  added  to  
the Bapti s t ,  Methodis t  and Cong regat ion- 
al churches.

∑

Westmoreland.
In  1818  a  rev iva l  commenced  i n  t h i s  

town.  A ver y  s ingu l a r  c i rcums tance  oc- 
cur red demonstrating that al l  are in God’s  
hands,  and that he can use them, for the  
pros t ra t ion of  ever y high,  imag inar y sys- 
tem of  men;  and for  the rapid advance- 
ment of his kingdom in the world. A man  
who was  a  s t rong advocate  for  the doc- 
t r ine of  the f ina l  res torat ion of  a l l  men, 
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urged  p ro fe s so r s  to  s e t  up  con fe rence s ,  
which had been neglected. This sur pr ised  
them, that he should urge them to this im- 
por tant  under tak ing .  They went  forward 
—The Lord made them feel his l i fe-g iving  
presence in those meet ings :  S inner s  were  
awakened ;  s a in t s  were  moved by  an  in- 
ternal influence, to take hold on strength— 
to be dil igent—watchful, and active in the  
per for mance  o f  ever y  duty.  About  fo r ty  
were brought out of darkness, and enabled  
to profess the Lord before the world.

Verona has  rece ived an un c t i on  f r om the  
Ho ly  One,  and  abou t  s i x ty  have  un i t ed  
w i th  t he  Cong reg a t i ona l  chu rch  and  a  
number with the Baptist.

Vernon beg ins to feel  a larmed and some  
have found Chr ist ,  and now can say,  One  
t h i n g  w e  k n o w,  t h a t  w h e r e a s  w e  w e r e  
b l i n d ,  n ow  w e  s e e.  To  t h em ,  Ch r i s t  i s  
a l together  love ly,  and the  c h i e f  among  t en  
thousand.

I n  I t h a c a ,  a  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  wa s 
d i scovered in  1816 ,  in  Rev.  W. Wisner ’s 
congregation, and has continued in a greater 
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or le s s  deg ree to the present  t ime.  Dur- 
ing the autumn of 1817 ,  and the fore par t  
of that winter, the work was more power- 
ful than at any former period.

The  wo rk  h a s  no t  b e en  a c compan i ed  
with noise—it has been st i l l  and deep—it  
was evidently the Lord’s work, and where  
he touched he genera l ly broke the hear t ,  
and  produced  a  repentance,  t ha t  n e ed e th  
not to be repented of.

About  n ine ty  have  been  rece ived  in to  
the Presbyter ian church and numbers have  
obtained hopes who have not yet joined.

In  Aubur n ,  an  a s ton i sh ing  rev iva l  h a s  
been prog ress ing in a manner that c lear ly  
evinces the super intendence of the divine  
Hand, and the ir resis t ible power and eff i- 
cacy of the convincing Spirit of God.

The  l ea r ned ,  a s  we l l  a s  the  un lea r ned  
inf idel, has been made to tremble, and ac- 
knowledge  h imse l f  a s  a  lo s t  and  r u ined  
creature! On the f ir st Lord’s day in August  
1817 ,  one hundred and for ty were receiv- 
ed  in to  the  Pre sbyte r i an  church in  tha t  
vi l lage, and it was believed that one hun- 
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dred more at least, had hope in God through  
Christ Jesus.

The re  wa s  an  unu sua l  t ende r ne s s  and  
concern on the minds of the people in that  
p lace,  and in that  reg ion of  countr y.  In- 
stances of conver sions occur red every day,  
and many of  them str ik ingly demonstrat- 
ed,  the sovereignty of  divine,  g race.  The  
en l i gh t ened  h e aven -d a r i n g  s i nne r !—the  
vo t a r i e s  o f  amusemen t  and  c a r na l i t y !— 
and many an aged f ather and mother were  
seen in  tear s  and f i l l ed  wi th  g r ie f ,  tha t  
they had so long despised the Saviour, and  
wasted so much of their precious t ime in  
sin and wretchedness.

Chr ist ians began to be roused from their  
s l umber s ,  and  became  s en s ib l e  o f  the i r  
bar renness—as i f  they had just  di scovered  
that the Chr is t ian’s  l i fe must he a l i fe of  
activity and usefulness in the cause of his  
Mas ter :  not  s a t i s f i ed  wi th  mere ly  a sk ing  
once a year,  or  when dr iven with a f f l ic- 
t i on ,  bu t  w i th  eve r y  b re a th ,  Lo rd  wha t  
wilt thou have me to do.

Thi s  g lo r iou s  work  sp read  in to  Mentz 
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where there had been four general revivals  
wi th in  twenty  yea r s .  None  exceeded  in  
power  and  g lo r y  the  p re s en t .  In  e i gh t  
months,  one hundred and for ty f ive were  
added  to  the  Bap t i s t  church  unde r  the  
ministry of Rev. J. Jeffries.

In Pa lmyra ,  the t r iumphs of  g race have  
been  d i sp l ayed .  One  hundred  and  f i f t y  
have been hopeful ly  brought to love and  
obey the Saviour’s voice.

P r e c i o u s  r ev i va l s  a b o u n d e d  i n  O t i s - 
co, Romulus,  Lyons,  Wolcott ,  Victor,  Li- 
vonia ,  Genoa ,  Lans ing ,  Cayuga ,  Dr yden,  
Skanea te le s ,  Lud lowvi l l e,  Aure l iu s ,  Mos- 
cow, Camil lus,  Onondaga, Geneva, Gains- 
ville, Bloomfield, Rochester, Buffalo, Ham- 
burg ,  Eden,  Wi l l inch,  Pomfret ,  Mendon,  
Phe lp s ,  Gorham,  L ima ,  Avon ,  P i t t s fo rd ,  
Penf ie ld,  Middlebury and many towns by  
which these are connected.

With in these,  many new churches  have  
been organised, houses for publick worship  
erected, and large congregations gathered,  
who now hear  the way of  sa lvat ion pro- 
claimed with clearness and great power.
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The  eye s  o f  t h e  b l i nd  have  b e en  op en ed ;  
the ears o f  the deaf have been unstopped; the  
l ame  man  ha s  l e ap ed  a s  an  ha r t ,  and  t h e  
t ongue  o f  th e  dumb ha s  sung.  In  th e  w i l= 
de r ne s s  wa t e r s  have  b r oke  ou t ,  and  s t r e ams  
in the desert.

∑

Bristol, (N. Y.)
Prev ious ly  to  June  1817 ,  the re  wa s  an  

inc rea s ing  a t t en t ion ,  pa r t i cu l a r l y  among  
youths .  In  th i s  month,  the i r  impres s ions  
were  so  deep,  the i r  v iews  so  c lea r,  and  
their fear s, of being for ever miserable, so  
g r e a t ,  t h a t  t h e i r  c o n c e r n  c o u l d  n o  
longer be concealed. They needed no arguments  
to convince them, that they were entirely  
depraved—that  they mus t  be  bo r n  aga in— 
that this change must be produced by the  
mighty  power  o f  God.—These  point s  o f  
gospel doctr ine were f ixed in their hear ts,  
and no vague use of words could ir radiate  
what  the  Spi r i t  had taught  the i r  under- 
standings.
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In July,  some made a publ ick profess ion  
of the eff icacy of g race upon their hear ts,  
and their attachment to the Saviour. This  
was a solemn time; more than a thousand  
people  were  pre sent ,  and none appeared  
to be disposed to make light of the transac- 
t ions  o f  tha t  day.  Many rece ived deeper  
impressions than ever, and the work spread  
more rapidly.  More than s ixty per sons in  
a  few months  were added to the Bapt i s t  
church in that town.

The g reatest number, who have been the  
subjects of this work, is found among youths  
and children. These have conducted, with  
g re a t  p rop r i e t y.  when  they  were  unde r  
concern, and when brought into the liberty  
o f  the  sons  o f  God .  They  have  s e ldom  
spoken, except when called upon to relate  
the  exe rc i s e s  o f  the i r  minds .  Th i s  they  
have done very willingly, but in a low tone  
o f  vo i ce.  They  have  spoken  wi th  g rea t  
clearness upon the odious nature and con- 
sequences of s in—of their helpless ,  ruined  
condit ion, without the supreme agency of  
the  Sp i r i t  to  regene r a t e  the i r  hea r t s .—
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When speaking of  i t s  quickening power s  
upon their souls—their countenances would  
beam with joyfulness ,  while they ascr ibed  
a l l  the praise to God, for the r ichness of  
his g race, through which they had obtain- 
ed a l l  their  hopes  of  e ter na l  bles sedness .  
Many  Un ive r s a l i s t s ,  a nd  t ho s e  who  g o  
a b ou t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e i r  own  r i g h t e ou sn e s s  
have been brought to abandon their  pre- 
posterous  sys tems,  and to re joice in that  
g race which reigns through the r ighteous- 
ness of Christ unto eternal salvation.

∑

Broadalbin, (X. Y.)
The people in thi s  town had been very  

stupid for some time before the revival be- 
gan among them. On the f i r s t  Lord’s  day  
in December 1816, the Baptist church com- 
m e m o r a t e d  t h e  s u f f e r i n g s  a n d  o f  o u r  
Lord .  Even on th i s  mos t  impor t an t  oc- 
casion when every communicant should sit  
down at the feet of Jesus,  c lothed in hu- 
mility and rejoice in the unsearchable and 
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bound l e s s  compa s s i on  o f  Ch r i s t ;  many  
complained of hardness  of hear t ,  darkness  
of mind, and languid affections. 

Notwi th s t and ing ,  a l l  t h i s  comp l i c a t ion  
o f  d i s t re s s  tha t  bowed down the i r  sou l s  
through the exercises of the, day, they be- 
l ieved it  to be their day to attend a con- 
ference in the evening.  They accordingly  
m e t ;  a n d  Je s u s  w h o  c a m e  a m o n g  h i s  
t roub l ed  d i s c i p l e s  a t  Je r u s a l em,  on  the  
evening of the f ir st day of the week, came  
by hi s  Spir i t ,  and rendered that  meet ing  
heaven ly.  Some were  wounded in  hear t ,  
who in view of their lost  condit ion wept  
mos t  b i t t e r l y.  The  work  soon  began  to  
exhibit  s igns of omnipotence. The people  
w i l l i ng l y  f l ocked  toge the r  a lmos t  eve r y  
evening, to hear and i f  poss ibly to know,  
what the Lord was doing, and what would  
become of  the i r  sou l s .  The a t tent ion of  
al l  classes, from nine to f ifty year s of age,  
wa s  a r re s t ed ,  and  many  have  t a s t e d  t ha t  
the Lord is good.

From Dec.  1816  to  May  1817 ,  s even ty  
eight joined the Baptist church, and other 
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denominat ions  shared large ly in thi s  sea- 
son of refreshing from the presence of the  
Lord.

∑

Owasco, (N. Y.)
A most  wonder fu l  work of  g race  com- 

menced in th i s  p lace  in  1816 .  Seventeen  
persons were added to the church in Janu- 
ar y.  This  number was  ra ther  unexpected,  
and produced a  more  than ord inar y  ex- 
ci tement in old professor s ,  who general ly  
before this had lain in a state of spir i tual  
tor por.  In Februar y,  Rev.  Mr.  Len Eych  
pa s tor  o f  the  above  church ,  v i s i t ed  and  
preached in that  par t  of  his  cong regat ion  
border ing on the Skaneate les  Lake.  Here  
the power of God came down, and about  
th i r t y  mos t l y  young  pe r son s  were  soon  
discovered to be under the most pungent  
convic t ion .  He appointed another  meet- 
ing for the next week, and then found a  
ver y  l a rge  a s sembly  who in  the  t ime of  
wor sh ip  appea red  to  be  in  t e a r s .  A f t e r 



 revivals 229

closing meeting, he conver sed with many  
and found some, under the most awful ap- 
prehens ions  o f  the i r  r u in  and wretched- 
nes s ,  whi le  other s  were  re jo ic ing in  the  
hope of the gospel .  This  induced him to  
propose to his consistory, the appointment  
of a meeting for the examination of such  
as fel t  the freedom of offer ing themselves  
for  church member ship,  By thi s  t ime the  
f l ame had extended to ever y par t  of  the  
soc ie ty,  and a lmos t  ever y  day  new ca se s  
o c c u r r e d :  C o n f e re n c e s  we re  u nu s u a l l y  
thronged ;  God’s  ch i ld ren  were  awake to  
the i r  be s t  in te re s t ;  add i t iona l  p l ace s  fo r  
mee t i n g  we re  a ppo in t ed  and  g ene r a l l y  
c rowded.  The cons i s tor y  had two meet- 
ing s  fo r  the  examina t ion  o f  c and ida te s ,  
about  the  l a s t  o f  Febr ua r y  and  f i r s t  o f  
March. Sixty seven came before their f ir st  
meeting,  and thir ty four before their  las t  
meeting. One hundred and one joined the  
church on the f i r s t  Lord’s  day in March  
and sat down at their Lord’s table to com- 
memorate his death.

A s  s eve r a l  young  pe r son s  f rom Sand-
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beach  cong rega t ion  were  p re sen t ,  when  
these candidates were examined, these re- 
tur ned home deeply  impres sed.  That  so- 
ciety had remained in a s tate of  spir i tual  
stupor : but the news of the large accession  
to the church of Owasco, together with the  
impres s ions  made on the minds  of  those  
before mentioned, operated like an electr ic- 
a l  spark: the f lame spread with a rapidity  
unequal led by any thing ever before seen  
in  tha t  reg ion .  In  the  cour se  o f  a  f ew  
day s  there  was  s ca rce ly  a  f ami ly  in  the  
neighbourhood, where there were not some,  
more or less, under ser ious impressions, and  
in some families, al l  who were not church  
member s  were  anx ious ly  inqu i r ing  wha t  
they should  do to  be  saved.  Conference  
meet ings  were he ld  on ever y evening in  
the week, except Saturday evening.

The Rev. Ten Eych appointed one even- 
ing in a  week for re l ig ious conver sat ion.  
Thi s  he  found pecu l i a r ly  se r v iceable.  I t  
had a happy tendency to g ive freedom to  
many, who were before backward to open  
the state of their minds: and many received 
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encou r agemen t  i n  he a r i ng  the  s t a t e  o f  
o t h e r s .  I n  May  s even t y  one  we re  e x - 
amined and admit ted  to  the  communion  
of Sandbeach church. The work st i l l  pro- 
g re s s e d  i n  Owa s co,  a nd  eve r y  s e r mon  
seemed to have a tendency either of com- 
fo r t i ng  o r  awaken ing  some  p re s en t .  I n  
July one hundred and for ty were examined  
and admit ted to the communion.  In one  
year  there were admit ted into those two  
churches, three hundred and fifty one.

Reader,  let  me beseech you, to r i se up- 
on the wings of imagination and waft your- 
self away to one of their communions, and  
behold more than two hundred dear youths  
approaching the Table  of  the Lord,  with  
evident tokens of  deep humil i ty,  and so- 
lemnity,  highly appreciat ing the wor th of  
t h e i r  p re c i ou s  s ou l s ,  a nd ,  t h e  S av i ou r  
wi th  a l l  the i r  hear t s .  Could  you remain  
una f fec ted ,  unconcer ned for  your  sou l s ?  
Cou ld  you  s ay,  a g a i n ,  ha v e  m e  e x c u s e d  
f r om  becoming  a  Chr i s t i an ?  Wou ld  you  
turn away, and pass  on in s inning against  
heaven?  I f  you  a re  a  d i s c ip l e  o f  Je su s , 
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your  sou l  i s  re f re shed  wi th  the se  good  
t id ings .  You do re joice that  Jesus  re igns ,  
tha t  h i s  churches  r i se  and f lour i sh ;  tha t  
h i s  min i s t e r s  have  sou l s  fo r  the i r  h i re ;  
and that  h i s  k ingdom wi l l  ver y soon f i l l  
t h e  who l e  e a r t h ,  and  a l l  n a t i on s  c a l l  h im  
blessed.

In this  revival  God’s  Spir i t  has  operated  
d i f ferent ly  on the minds  of  s inner s  f rom  
any th ing seen in  some other  p laces .  In  
relation to three fourths of those, who have  
been the subject s  o f  hopefu l  conver s ion;  
the  t ime be tween the i r  f i r s t  a l a r m,  and  
their being set free in the liber ty of God’s  
chi ldren,  has  not  exceeded two weeks ;— 
and respect ing some,  not  more than ha l f  
that time.

Two instances I  may here mention wor- 
thy of notice;  a  man who had previous ly  
spoken d i s re spec t fu l l y  o f  the  work ,  was  
wi th d i f f i cu l ty  per suaded by h i s  wi fe  to  
a t t end  confe rence,  tha t  was  he ld  in  h i s  
neighbourhood. Dur ing the sing ing of the  
last psalm, he was awakened to a sense of  
h i s  d ep lo r ab l e  cond i t i on .  Th i s  wa s  on 
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Thur sday a f ter noon.  On Fr iday mor ning,  
he was dis tressed beyond any language to  
de sc r ibe.  On Sa tu rday  mor n ing ,  he  ap- 
peared to be the most  happy per son,  on  
th i s  s ide the per fect  mans ions  of  endles s  
g lor y.  He re joiced in the gover nment of  
God, and seemed fully to approve of God’s  
plan of saving. sinners through the mer ito- 
rious righteousness of Jesus Christ.

Another  man ,  o f  s even ty  yea r s ,  whose  
days had been wholly occupied in accumu- 
lat ing wealth, was awakened to a sense of  
his danger by a sudden death in his family,  
and in the course of a few days, was made  
to rejoice in the glor ious hope the gospel  
presents.

The whole work has been free from noise  
confusion and enthusiasm; nay, where dis- 
t res s  and anguish of  hear t  were seen de- 
picted in their  countenances ,  they s t rove  
to keep the same concea led f rom other s ,  
unt i l  constra ined to apply to some pious  
fr iends to pray for them, or give them some  
spiritual instruction.

Three, fourths, at least, of those who have 
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jo ined  the  above  churches ,  a re  be tween  
the age of nine, and twenty f ive years, and  
perhaps  an  equa l  number  o f  both sexes .  
These  have  been lead  to  own the i r  un- 
wor th ines s ,  wretchednes s  and ent i re  s in- 
fulness in a state of nature: that sa lvation  
i s  a l one  by  f re e,  s ove re i gn ,  r i ch  g r a ce  
abounding to s inner s  through the a tone- 
men t .  I n  a bou t  two  hund red  f am i l i e s ,  
which compose the Owasco cong regation,  
one hundred and eighty have more or less  
p r ay i ng  p e r s on s ;  a nd  t h e re  a re  s eve r a l  
instances where every branch of the family  
g ive evident tokens of a change of hear t .  
Many of these young conver ts promise f air  
to  he pecul ia r ly  use fu l  to the church of  
Ch r i s t .  They  man i f e s t  s i n c e re  r e p en t - 
ance, humility, a conf ident reliance on the  
a l l  suf f ic ient mer it s  of  a r i sen Redeemer,  
and a hear t glowing with the warmest af- 
f ec t ion to  h i s  cause  and in te re s t  in  the  
world.

The wonders, Lord, thy love has wrought, 
Exceed our praise, surmount our thought; 
Should I attempt the long detail, 
My speech would faint, my numbers fail.
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Sag-Harbour, (Long-Island;)
About the middle of  October 1815 ,  the  

Sp i r i t  was  poured  out  f rom on h igh  in  
p lent i fu l  e f fus ions .  Before  th i s  per iod,  a  
s ea son  o f  awfu l  dec len s ion  preva i l ed .  A  
dea th- l i ke  s l e ep  s eemed  to  have  s e i z ed  
both sa int s  and s inner s .  The church was  
clothed in sackcloth; she appeared for sak- 
en and desolate.—Her state was melancho- 
ly:—few, very few came up to her solemn  
f e a s t s ;—he r  ch i l d ren  we re  d i s cou r aged ;  
l ike Israel  in a s trange land, they seemed  
to have sung out  the i r  song,  hung the i r  
harps on the willows, and sat down to die.  
The scene was truly dark and foreboding,  
and became more and more so every day. 
—O my leanness,  my leanness,  was the cry  
of  ever y t rue chi ld  of  God.  The wicked  
sat their mouths against the heavens; vice,  
with g iant boldness ,  marched through the  
s t r e e t s ;  S a bb a t h - b re a k i n g ,  p ro f a n e n e s s ,  
and  in t empe r ance,  t h re a t ened  to  sweep  
away every vest ige of  re l ig ion: the scr ip- 
ture s  mouldered on the  she l f ;  the  ord i- 
nances were barren, and, the Spir it of prayer 
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seemed to have taken its  everlast ing f l ight  
to heaven:—That place was indeed a va l - 
l e y  o f  d r y  bone s.  Rev.  Mr.  Gard iner  the  
mini s ter  in  that  p lace,  seemed to a scend  
a  neighbour ing bi l l ,  and survey with an- 
guish the whitening ruins that lay below;  
his hear t sunk at the prospect; and he ex- 
c la imed,  in the language of  the prophet ,  
Can  t h e s e  d r y  b o n e s  l i v e ?  S c a rc e l y  wa s  
the exclamation ended, when, to his utter  
a s t on i s hmen t ,  t h e  b re a t h  f r om  t h e  f o u r  
w ind s  c ame ;  the  s l a in  began to  s t i r—the  
dead to l ive.  The scene was changed: the  
people of God began to awake; their hearts  
were  comfor ted .  The s t rong expec ta t ion  
that the Lord was about to appear in his  
glory and build up Zion, excited them to  
fervent supplications, to vigorous exertions.

M e e t i n g s  f o r  c o n f e r e n c e  a n d  p r aye r ,  
were  mu l t ip l i ed .  Re l i g iou s  conve r s a t ion  
was introduced: the attention of the whole  
congregation was soon aroused. The place  
o f  wor sh ip  was  c rowded:  the  s i l ence  o f  
the g rave pervaded the as sembly;  the se- 
r i o u s n e s s  o f  e t e r n i t y  s e t  o n  e v e r y 
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countenance. Every ear was open, every eye  
was f ixed; while the truth of God appear- 
ed to s ink deeply  into ever y hear t .  The  
wicked were brought to a stand; the con- 
s c i ence s  o f  many  were  awakened .  Fea r - 
fu lne s s  su r p r i s ed  the  hypoc r i t e ;  s i nne r s  
i n  z ion  t rembled .  The  anx iou s  i nqu i r y  
wa s  made,  What  sha l l  I  d o  t o  b e  s a ved?  
The ter rour s of the law seized the hear ts  
of many. The work of the Lord increased  
d a i l y ;  s i n n e r s  w e r e  b o r n  o f  G o d .  T h e  
pr ison doors were thrown open, the chains  
knocked off ;  and number s,  del ivered from  
the bondage of satan, were made to rejoice  
in the liberty of the gospel.

T h e  wo r k  g r a d u a l l y  p rog re s s e d  u n t i l  
about the middle of December,  when the  
Lord seemed to r ise in his might, and make  
bare his arm. His Spir it now like a mighty  
rushing- wind, seemed to sweep a l l  before  
i t :  the youths ,  the middle aced,  and the  
man of year s,  fel l  prostrate at the foot of  
the  c ros s !  Of ten d id  the  c r y  for  mercy,  
and the song of praise, at the same moment  
v i b r a t e  o n  t h e  e a r .  T h e  f o o t s t e p s  o f 
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Immanuel were seen in every family, and his  
power  f e l t  by  a lmos t  eve r y  hea r t .  The  
people of God who had witnessed several  
rev iva l s ,  f i l l ed  wi th  a s toni shment ,  would  
often say, that they had never beheld such  
a  day as  thi s  before.  Whenever they met  
there was a  cordia l  shaking of  hands and  
a  smi le of  joy;  whi le every other fee l ing  
of the soul seemed to he swallowed up in  
mu t u a l  l ove .  S o  t r a n s p o r t i n g  wa s  t h e  
scene,  and so  e leva ted  were  the  joys  o f  
some e lder  Chr i s t i ans ,  tha t  they  seemed  
a lmost  rea l ly to bel ieve that  the glor ious  
morn of the latter day had commenced.

In  tha t  s e a son  o f  d iv ine  power,  when  
Chr ist rode for th from conquer ing to con- 
quer, one hundred and twenty per sons, in  
the coar se of  two months expressed their  
hope of having passed from death unto life.  
These were of all ages from twelve to eighty  
ye a r s .  Th i s  wo rk  wa s  r ema rk ab l y  s t i l l  
and solemn. The work of conviction con- 
t inued in  mos t  ca se s  f rom one to  three  
weeks, before the subjects received divine  
l ight  and comfor t .  The ve i l ,  o f  s in  and 
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darkness  which covered thei r  hear t s ,  was  
in many instances taken away in a moment,  
and the l ight  of  the Sun o f  r i gh t eousnes s,  
l ike a f lood poured in upon the benighted  
mind ;  whi l e  in  o ther  in s t ance s ,  t h e  day  
sp r ing  f r om on  h i gh  was  but  ju s t  seen to  
g l immer,  and the night  of the soul  to be  
g radua l ly  chased away a s  the shadows of  
the morning. All expressed g reat astonish- 
ment at their former stupidity and danger.  
They were overwhelmed to think that God  
had not cut them down, as  cumberer s  of  
the g round, and sent  them to ever las t ing  
mi ser y.  The way o f  s a lva t ion by Chr i s t ,  
was viewed as the only door of hope for a  
pe r i sh ing  wor ld .  They  were  f i l l ed  wi th  
g reat solicitude for the welf are of careless  
s inner s ,  and f requent ly exhor ted them to  
press into the kingdom of God. Litt le as- 
sociations, for prayer, in dif ferent par ts of  
the cong regat ion were for med among the  
young  conve r t s .  The s e  mee t ing s ,  wh i l e  
they excited those, who attended them to  
search the scr iptures ,  had a  happy inf lu- 
ence  in  un i t ing  them to  each o ther,  in 
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cher i shing that  love which God had shed  
abroad in their hearts.

There  d id  not  appear  any exter na l  op- 
position to the work of the Spir it .  It car- 
r ied such unequivoca l  marks  of  super na- 
tural  power, as  to astonish the hear ts  and  
stop the mouths of al l .  The whole f ace of  
that  cong regat ion has  been changed in a  
re l i g iou s  and  mora l  po in t  o f  v i ew.  In- 
t empe r an c e,  p ro f an ene s s ,  a nd  S abb a t h - 
b re ak ing  h ave  g re a t l y  d im in i s h ed .  The  
t ide of  in iqui ty,  which swel led high,  has  
begun, to roll back, and continues to ebb.  
Number s,  who have been long habituated  
to the most disg raceful vices, have entirely  
abandoned them, and become cor rect mem- 
bers of society.

M r .  G a rd i n e r ’s  f a i t h f u l  c o nve r s a t i o n  
among  h i s  peop l e,  wa s  g re a t l y  b l e s s ed .  
Af ter  preaching one day,  he took a  man  
by the hand who was eighty year s of age,  
and said unto him, My dear Sir,  you are,  
I  perce ive,  an o ld man,  s tanding on the  
bo rd e r s  o f  e t e r n i t y.  Ac co rd i ng  t o  t h e  
course of nature, death wil l  soon over take 
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you. I t  i s  of  the highest  impor tance that  
you be prepared to receive the summons,  
whenever  i t  may come.  You cannot  s t ay  
here long. Your glass  i s  a lmost run: your  
head is clothed with grey hair s: your limbs  
t remble  wi th  age.—Have you made your  
peace with God? Have you ever repented  
o f  s in ,  and  be l i eved  on  the  Lord  Je su s  
Chr ist? He shook his head: the tear star t- 
ed from his eye, and stole down his with- 
e red  f ace,  whi le  h i s  whole  countenance  
bespoke the ag itation of his hear t. He had  
no more peace, until about two weeks after  
this, he found it through faith in the Re- 
deemer. He was brought in at the eleventh  
hour, and praised God for the r iches of his  
distinguishing grace.

Another man about seventy, and another  
o f  s ix ty,  near ly  by the same means  have  
been awakened,  and i t  i s  hoped are now  
the l iving monuments of mercy, and walk  
in the l ight and have fel lowship with the  
saints.

I  add one more c i rcumstance,  be l ieving  
that it may edify some of my reader s, and 



242 religious

I pray Chr is t  that  i t  might awaken every  
lady who may peruse it.

Mr. G. and Mr. S. in visiting the people,  
ca l led at  Mr. E’s .  and found Mrs.  E. un- 
de r  ve r y  deep  conv i c t i on—prayed  w i th  
her—and a f ter  s t a t ing to her  br ie f ly  the  
way of salvation by Chr ist, and the impor- 
tance of sur render ing up her soul to him;  
he urged her to this duty by var ious mo- 
tives, and as he pressed the duty of imme- 
d i a te ly  su r render ing  her  sou l  and  body,  
and all she had into the hands of the Lord,  
her  di s t res s  increased ever y moment;  un- 
t i l  overwhelmed, she fe l l  down upon her  
knees and poured out her soul to God for  
more than two hours. Dur ing her praying,  
among other things she said, as f ar as they  
could recollect, O, Lord, I am a great sin- 
ner ; the worst sinner in the world, I have  
s inned against g reat l ight for thir ty year s .  
Gracious Father,  I  pray that thou wouldst  
be pleased to pardon my sins, through the  
blood of Jesus. I am g rowing worse every  
moment :  Lord t ake  me a s  I  am;  I  sha l l  
neve r  he  any  be t t e r.  O Lord ,  t ake  me 
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now, this  moment;  I  shal l  never be more  
wil l ing,  unless  thou make me wil l ing.  To  
g ive myself  to Chr ist .  Hast thou not pro- 
mised to receive the soul that  submits  to  
thee? O Lord, why am I so unwil l ing, to  
g ive up? O blessed Jesus! If thou dost not  
receive my soul now it  wil l  per i sh just ly.  
I know I Deserve to he destroyed for ever :  
let thy face shine, and dispel this night that  
hangs on my poor soul.  Precious Saviour!  
take possess ion of my hear t ;  g ive me the  
l ight of thy countenance: Lord Jesus,  take  
me as I am this moment; I am wil l ing to  
g ive  up:  I  g ive  a l l  to  thee :  and O tha t  
thou wouldst be all in all to my poor soul;  
O may I bel ieve:  I  do bel ieve.  O Lord I  
can do more:  O Jesus  thou ar t  precious ;  
make me a hear t Chr istian; make me, Lord  
Jesus ,  a l l  that  a Chr is t ian can be:  I  want  
to be such. A Chr ist ian, O Lord, i f  I  am  
any: I  hope, O Lord, I  have g iven up to  
thee.  Search me and t r y  me;  sea rch my  
soul ,  a s  thou d ids t  Je r usa lem,  wi th can- 
dles: take from me every thing that is  of- 
fensive to thee. Shed abroad thy love now 
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in my hear t ;  i t  i s  sweeter than honey. O  
g ive me words  to pra i se  thee ;  thou has t  
done a  g rea t  work for  me,  a s  I  humbly  
hope :  I  would  g ive  thee  the  g lor y.  She  
paused for a moment and then said, If there  
is  any idol left ,  O help me to g ive up to  
thee.  Lord ,  I  g ive  up  my husband ,  my  
ch i l d ,  my  b ro the r,  my  s i s t e r s  i n to  thy  
hands:  do with them as  seemeth good in  
thy s ight .  B le s s  a l l  the i r  soul s :  and may  
I and they live to God.

This lady has since professed religion.
East-Hampton that has been so often the  

theatre of divine wonder s has been highly  
f avoured .  About  one  hundred  have  ob- 
tained hope, and a considerable number of  
them have joined the church.

∑

Shelter Island, (L. I. Sound.)
This  l i t t le spot of  ear th r i s ing amid the  

f lowing sea ,  and l i f t ing  i t s e l f  above  the  
h ighes t  wave,  was  a  p l ace  to  which the  
drunkards of other reg ions came, and un-
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hallowed f ishermen drew up their nets, and  
hai led their wicked companions, as having  
ar r ived to a shelter from Sinai’s ar rows and  
the mult i tudinous sounds of gospel  trum- 
peter s .  There,  a  popula t ion,  not  exceed- 
ing three hundred, poured down their thirs- 
ty throats  e leven hogsheads of rum annu- 
a l ly.  These prof ane v io la tor s  o f  the laws  
of  God and man, r ega rded not  the  work o f  
the  Lo rd ,  ne i the r  d id  they  c ons ide r  the  op- 
e ra t i o n  o f  h i s  h and s,  th a t  were  dec l a red  
to them, by those who had been eye wit- 
nesses of the goings of our God and King.

Amid  the s e  ou t r ageou s  s i nne r s ,  a  f ew  
pious Chr istians were found, who resor ted  
to  a  l i t t l e  s anc tuar y  on Lord ’s  days  and  
poured out prayer s to the Saviour of s in- 
ner s  to come and make known hi s  g reat  
power. They did not call in vain, for they  
soon found Him there, Whom the heaven of  
h e a ven s  c a nno t  c o n t a i n .  A  revo lu t ion  on  
th a t  l i t t l e  i s l e  o f  t h e  o c e an ,  was  c l e a r l y  
e f fected,  not by the might and power of  
man, but by the Spir it of the Lord of hosts,  
through the instrumental i ty of those, who 
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abounded not in g ifts of eloquence, but in  
the work of faith. In the labour of love, and  
the patience of hope.

The Lord has brought a number to love  
him, and a church of about sixty members  
assemble in unity, and walk as children of  
the day.  The rum dr inker s  are so scarce,  
that  one hogshead suppl ies  their  demands  
through the year.

We can eas i ly  lear n,  why the lover s  o f  
rum, and al l  other hater s  of Chr ist ,  r idi- 
cu le  rev iva l s  o f  re l ig ion ,  pure  doc t r ina l  
preaching,  and a  reve la t ion f rom heaven.  
For  the se  a l l  dec l a re  tha t  Our  God  w i l l  
come and wi l l  no t  keep s i l ence.  A f i r e  sha l l  
bu r n  be f o r e  h im,  and i t  sha l l  b e  ve r y  t em- 
p e s t u o u s  r o und  a b o u t  h im .  He  s h a l l  c a l l  
t o  the  heavens  above,  and  t o  the  ea r th  be - 
nea th  tha t  h e  may  judge  h i s  p eop l e.  What  
a  te r r i f i c  t ime!—when the  heavens  sha l l  
be shr ivel led as a scrol l ,  and the elements  
mel t  wi th  fe r vent  hea t !  When the ear th  
and i t s  appendages shal l  be burnt up and  
the fury of the conflagration be such, that  
t h e r e  sha l l  b e  no  mor e  s ea?  A t ime when 
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the noble and ignoble dead, the small and  
the g reat  sha l l  s tand before God, and be  
judged accord ing to  the i r  works !  Yea ,  a  
t ime, when the thoughts of the hear t and  
eve r y  s ec re t  th ing ,  sha l l  be  b rought  to  
l ight !  When the innumerable  mi l l ions  of  
transg ressions in embryo, and abor tive sins  
shall be exhibited in all their purposes and  
i n t e n t s !  A  t ime  when  j u s t i c e ,  e t e r n a l  
just ice—shal l  s i t  a lone on the throne, and  
pronounce a sentence, as  impar t ia l ,  as  i r- 
revocable;  and as  awful  as  eter nal !  There  
is a term of human life; and every human  
being is rapidly gliding to it, as f ast as the  
wings of time, in their onward motion in- 
comprehensibly swift ,  can car ry him! And  
shall not the living lay this to hear t?—And  
shal l  we not l ive in order to die? Should  
we not  d ie  in  order  to  be judged?  And  
should we not l ive and die,  so as  to l ive  
again to a l l  eter ni ty;  not with Satan and  
hi s  angel s ,  but  with God and hi s  sa int s ?  
O thou man of God! Thou Chr istian, thou  
immortal spirit, think of these things!
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Newark, (N. J.)
The re  h a s  no t  b e en  many  p l a c e s  on  

ear th, where the Lord has so often, and so  
univer sa l ly brought the people to exper i- 
ence the g reatness of his  g race as in that  
v i l l age.  The l a s t  rev iva l  began to  make.  
Its appearance in Dec. 1816  in their even- 
ing  conferences .  The Sp i r i t  s eemed l ike  
a gentle wind to f i l l  a lmost imperceptibly  
every par t of the vil lage at the same time.  
The f ir st day of 1817  wil l  undoubtedly be  
remembered by many, in that place in time,  
and in  e ter n i ty.  There  preva i led on that  
d ay,  a s  h a s  s i nce  been  made  known,  a  
genera l  impres s ion of  ser iousnes s  on the  
minds of the people.  They could not ac- 
count for i t ;  nor did they, as  individuals .  
Know tha t  o ther s  were  exerc i sed  in  the  
same manner as themselves. It was, doubt- 
les s ,  an invis ible inf luence,  the ef fects  of  
which have s ince been abundant ly  mani- 
fe s ted .  On the f i r s t  Monday evening,  a t  
the concer t  of prayer,  many attended and  
some felt  g reat ly distressed, and wept bit- 
terly. From that time, there were meetings 
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i n  s o m e  p a r t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  e v e r y  
even ing ,  and c rowded wi th  peop le.  The  
m in i s t e r s  a nd  l e a d i ng  membe r s  i n  t h e  
churches  v i s i ted and rece ived v i s i t s  con- 
s t an t l y  eve r y  day  fo r  th ree  month s .  In  
almost every house as soon as they enter- 
ed, they heard the cr ies  of the wounded,  
or expressions of joy from those who had  
been brought into the liberty of the gospel.

Number s  o f  the  sub jec t s  o f  th i s  work ,  
a re  heads  o f  f ami l i e s ;  bu t  more  youths ,  
have professed to be interested in that re- 
freshing season than any other class. Some  
had been the most notor iously wicked of  
any in the town; other s were of the most  
secure ly  se l f - r ighteous  among the Phar i- 
sees .  I t  i s  t ruly del ightful  to contemplate  
the effects of divine grace on such, a var iety  
of characters.

In about ten months from its commence- 
ment ,  there have been hopeful ly  brought  
into the knowledge of the truth, two hun- 
dred of the f ir s t  Presbyter ian society, one  
hundred and seventy of  whom have been  
rece ived in to,  communion.  Ninety  seven 
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were  added to  the  second church.  S ix ty  
f ive to the Baptist church and a number to  
the Methodist society.

In El izabethtown, a  reviva l ,  more gene- 
ra l  than any which that  cong regat ion has  
ever before exper ienced, began to make its  
appea r ance  abou t  the  f i r s t  o f  Feb r ua r y  
1817 ,  and in a  few months  one hundred  
and sixty per sons were received into com- 
munion ;  and  many  o the r s  had  ob t a ined  
hope s ,  and  re jo i ce  g re a t l y  in  the  Lord  
their Redeemer.

In  Connec t i cu t -Fa r ms ,  the  rev iva l  be- 
gan about  the same t ime,  and a  number  
made a profession of their faith.

In  B loomf ie ld  and Pa t te r son ,  the  Lord  
has appeared merciful and very gracious.

In Orange the work was ver y powerful .  
In about three months from its commence- 
men t ;  t h ree  hundred  pe r son s  h ad  been  
very deeply interested about the sa lvat ion  
of their souls, and two hundred enter tain- 
ed a hope that they had passed from death  
unto life.

Woodb r i dge,  Rockaway,  Pe r t h -Amboy, 
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Jer sey,  Newfoundland,  and Nor th-Hardi s- 
ton ,  have  been spec ia l ly  ble s sed .  In  the  
second cong regat ion of  Woodbr idge,  the  
revival  began in the autumn of 1817 ,  and  
more than one hundred and twenty have  
been added to the church as the fruits  of  
this gracious work.

The  commencemen t  o f  t he  rev iva l  i n  
Rockaway  was  about  the  s ame t ime.  In  
that  cong regat ion i t  i s  wor thy of remark,  
tha t  the  f i r s t  appearances  o f  the  spec ia l  
presence of the divine Spir it were manifest  
in a Sabbath-School.  The number of sub- 
ject s  of  th i s  work,  added to that  church  
were one hundred and twenty.

In some of these towns,  the f a i thful  la- 
bours of missionar ies, have been owned of  
God ,  and  many  pe r son s  b rough t  unde r  
power fu l  convic t ions ,  and led to inquire  
what they should do to he saved.

In  South-Hampton ,  Oys te r ponds ,  S te r - 
l ing, Mattituck, and Runtington on Long- 
I s l and,  i t  has  p leased the Lord to revive  
the languishing, g races of his  people, and  
to awaken many of the careless to seek the  
salvation of their souls.
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Princeton College, (N. J).
For  nea r ly  a  yea r  be fo re  th i s  g r ac ious  

work attracted publick attention, the s tu- 
dents  a t tended on a l l  the re l ig ious  exer- 
cises and instructions of the College with  
more  than ord inar y  se r iousnes s ;  and the  
minds  of  some of  them as  has  s ince ap- 
peared, were r ipening to he the f ir st fruits  
o f  t h a t  h a r ve s t  o f  s ou l s .  Th i s  s e r i ou s - 
ness increased in the winter and spr ing of  
1815 ,  and many could no longer keep this  
i nv i s i b l e .  Eve r y  re l i g i ou s  s e r v i c e,  bo th  
on secular  days  and on Lord’s  days ,  was  
attended with, a solemnity which was sen- 
s ible  and impres s ive.  In  th i s  manner  the  
revival  commenced, or rather became ap- 
pa ren t ,  in  the  s econd  week  o f  Janua r y,  
without any unusual  occur rence in provi- 
d ence :—wi thou t  any  a l a r m ing  even t ;— 
without any extraordinary preaching, with- 
out  spec ia l  in s t r uct ion,  or  ra ther  means ;  
that might be supposed peculiar ly adapted  
to  in te re s t  the  mind .  The  d iv ine  in f lu- 
ences  seemed to  de scend l ike  the  s i l en t  
dew of heaven; and in about four weeks, 
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the re  were  ve r y  f ew ind iv idua l s  in  the  
College edif ice who were not deeply im- 
pressed with a sense of the impor tance of  
s p i r i tu a l  and  e t e r na l  th ing s .  The re  wa s  
scarcely a room—perhaps not one—which  
was not a place of earnest secret devotion.  
For a t ime it appeared as i f  every student  
was pressing into the kingdom of God; so  
tha t  a t  l ength  the  inqui r y,  in  regard  to  
them, was, not who was engaged about re- 
l ig ion? But who was not? After this  s tate  
of things had continued, without much va- 
r iat ion, for about two months,  i t  became  
mani fe s t  that  a  change was  taking p lace.  
Some were  becoming  con f i r med  in  the  
hopes and habits of evangelical piety; some  
were yet ser ious, thoughtful and prayerful,  
though perhaps not in so g reat  a  deg ree,  
or at least not so apparently, as once they  
had been; while some were plainly losing  
the impressions which they had lately felt .  
The re su l t  was ,  tha t  more than for ty  in  
tha t  t ime  o f  re f re sh ing  gave  f avourab l e  
ev idences ,  tha t  they had been made the  
sub j ec t s  o f  renewing  g r ace.  And  nea r l y 
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the whole of the remainder showed a great  
readiness to attend on al l  the social  exer- 
cises of relig ion; not only on those which  
were stated and customary, but those which  
were  occa s iona l ,  and  the  a t t endance  on  
which was entirely voluntary.

The specia l  means used to promote, and  
cher i sh  tha t  rev iva l ,  bes ides  the  c i rcum- 
s tances  a l ready ment ioned,  were the fo l- 
lowing.—A shor t address on the subject of  
rel ig ion was made, after prayer s,  on every  
S a tu rd ay  even ing .  In  p re a ch ing  on  the  
Lord’s  day morning,  subjects  were se lect- 
ed suited to the existing state of the Col- 
l ege.—A pa r t i cu l a r  re f e rence  wa s  o f t en  
made to the relig ious attention which had  
been exci ted among the s tudents ,  in  the  
remarks which accompanied their bible re- 
c i ta t ions .  A weekly lecture,  intended for  
the students exclusively, was g iven by the  
Pre s ident ,  on Tuesday  even ing .  A soc ia l  
prayer meeting was held, on every Fr iday  
evening, at  which one of the Theolog ical  
p ro f e s s o r s  common l y  made  an  add re s s .  
A f ami ly prayer  meet ing,  a s  the s tudents 
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ca l led i t ,  was ,  ever y evening held among  
themselves, at which a large propor tion of  
the whole Col lege a t tended.  Smal ler  and  
more  se lec t  a s soc i a t ions  for  prayer  were  
also formed. The individuals whose minds  
were anxious and labour ing, were, as often  
a s  they reques ted i t ,  ca re fu l ly  conver sed  
a n d  p r aye d  w i t h  i n  p r i v a t e .  F i n a l l y,  
wr i t ing s  o f  approved charac te r,  on doc- 
tr inal  and practical  rel ig ion, were pointed  
out  and recommended to  the  perusa l  o f  
the s tudents ;  and a shor t system of ques- 
t ions  and counse l  was  drawn up by  the  
President, for the use of those who began  
to cher ish the hope that they had entered  
on a life of practical piety.

There was  no sectar ian sp i r i t  accompa- 
nying or mingling with that revival. There  
were students in the College belong ing to  
four  o r  f ive  d i f f e ren t  denomina t ion s  o f  
Chr i s t ians .  At f i r s t ,  there appeared to be  
some apprehension in the winds of those,  
who  we re  no t  P re s by t e r i an s ,  l e s t  t h ey  
should be drawn into a  union wi th th i s  
denomination, if they yielded to the senti-
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men t s  and  f e e l i ng s  wh i ch  began  to  be  
p reva l en t .  Bu t  the  P re s i den t  to ld  them  
in his f ir st address, on Fr iday evening, that  
i t  was  hi s  f ixed pur pose to inculcate  no  
doctr ine or tenet that was not found in all  
the publ ick or thodox creeds of  protestant  
Chr istendom—that he was indeed earnest- 
ly  de s i rous  tha t  they  a l l  shou ld  become  
rea l  pract ica l  Chr i s t ians ,  but  that  he had  
no wish to make a s ingle proselyte.  This  
had a tendency to remove every apprehen- 
s ion—and the  in t imat ion then g iven has  
been s ac red ly  regarded .  Ever y  th ing  ha s  
been genera l .  The g reat  doctr ines  of  the  
gospe l  have  been exc lu s ive ly  incu lca ted .  
May Chr i s t  v i s i t  ever y  Col l ege  and  f i l l  
those fountains of science with the r iches  
of his immense grace.

Tren ton  and  Bound  B rook  h ave  been  
vi s i ted with t imes of  re freshing f rom the  
d iv ine presence.  In Baskenr idge the Spi- 
r i t  o f  the  Lord has  been poured out  in  
copious ef fus ions.  The good work, which  
commenced in the Academy, was soon ex- 
tended, and the churches of our Lord were 
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repleni shed.  A godly number of  the s tu- 
dents  of  that  inst i tut ion, as  wel l  as  many  
others, have joined themselves to the Lord.

In  Mor r i s town,  a  work  o f  g race  com- 
menced in  Augus t  1815  which had been  
s low and g radual in its progress, and deep  
and solemn in its  effects.  The numbers of  
its subjects are very considerable.

In the c i ty of  Phi ladelphia ,  a  ver y ani- 
mating revival commenced in January 1815 .  
A deep, s i lent ,  and awful  work—attended  
by pungent convict ions of  s infulness ,  and  
misery, continued for some length of time.  
The Spir it has not yet withdrawn from that  
c i ty.  Many are  s t i l l  b rought  to  love  the  
Sav iour  and  the  churche s  a re  da i l y  in- 
creasing with men as with a flock.

Blockley has la te ly been vis i ted in mer- 
cy. Number s have been hopeful ly brought  
to know Chr ist and the power of his resur- 
re c t i on .  Fo r t y  h ave  j o i ned  t he  Bap t i s t  
church  under  the  min i s t r y  o f  Rev.  Mr.  
Askton.

A rev iva l  ha s  recen t ly  begun in  New- 
Milford Penn. And in many other towns in 
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that state, of which, the wr iter, would most,  
cordial ly g ive the publick some more soul  
edifying, information, had he received cor- 
rec t  account s  re l a t ive  to  the commence- 
ment  o f  the  work and i t s  e f f ec t s ,  upon  
those, congregations in which it has spread  
its divine energies.

S ince  1815 ,  the re  ha s  been  a  power fu l  
work of the Spir it in Montage N. J. About  
one hundred and s ixty have professed the  
re l ig ion of  Chr is t .  Also in Brookf ie ld N.  
J. more than one hundred and seventy have  
professedly exper ienced g race,  and united  
with the people of God.

————

Baltimore.
In  Sep tember  1817  Rev.  Mr.  Dav i s ,  a  

Methodist  preacher,  who was s tat ioned at  
Fel l ’s  Point, proposed in one of his meet- 
ings, that al l  who would keep each Fr iday  
as  a day of f ast ing and prayer,  should as- 
semble in their meeting house, and spend  
an  hour  or  more  in  so lemn wor sh ip.  A 



 revivals 259

number of the members at once came into  
the  mea su re,  and  s a c red ly  rega rded  the  
day  a s  an  occa s ion  o f  ded ica t ing  them- 
se lves  more ful ly to God. The happy ef- 
fect s  of  th i s  were soon rea l ized in those  
who a s sembled  toge ther.  They  were  in- 
s t r ucted by thei r  pas tor  in  par t icu lar,  to  
pray for a revival of relig ion in their own  
soul s ,  in their  f ami l ies ,  c la s ses ,  and con- 
g rega t ion s .  Wi th  encourag ing  appea r an- 
ce s  among themse lve s ,  they  went  on in  
this good work until about the commence- 
ment  o f  the  New Year,  when i t  p lea sed  
God to show them, that their prayers were  
heard,  and that they should not eat  their  
mor se l  a lone ;  bu t  tha t  the i r  ne ighbour s  
should be brought in to share with them  
the  r i ch  repa s t ,  and  t a s t e  the  wonde r s  
of redeeming love.

An inquiry began among the unrenewed,  
what they should do to be saved: the keen- 
est conviction seized their minds, and they  
began to  tur n to  the te s t imonies  o f  the  
Lord.  This  p leas ing change in individual s  
was only as  the refreshing drops before a 
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p lent i fu l  and  g lor ious  shower.  In  a  f ew  
weeks  the  cong rega t ion  became uncom- 
monly numerous. Solemnity sat  on almost  
every countenance, and souls seemed to feel  
more  or  le s s  the  mighty  power  o f  God.  
Convictions were powerful, and many came  
be fo re  the  a l t a r  reque s t i ng  p r aye r s  and  
in s t r uc t ion s  f rom the  devou t l y  engaged  
servants of Chr ist ,  that they might obtain  
salvation through his precious blood, even  
the forg ivenes s  o f  the i r  s ins .  Here many  
were  enabl ed  to  g ive  up  themse lve s  to  
Chr ist,  and obtain peace in believing, and  
joy in the Holy Ghost .  In the cour se of  
s ix  or  seven weeks ,  f ive hundred whites ,  
and nearly one hundred coloured per sons,  
have  in  tha t  charge,  been added to  the  
church.

The work spread very rapidly,  and their  
p r aye r  mee t ing s  we re  so  c rowded ,  th a t  
they were obl iged to open their  meet ing  
houses to accommodate the multitudes who  
came. Their  meet ing house on the Point  
has  been opened and genera l ly  f i l led a l- 
most  ever y night ,  for  f ive  or  s ix  weeks ; 
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and their meeting house in Old Town was  
opened a lmost  every night ,  and hundreds  
attended.

In these meet ings  many were awakened,  
and some a t  a lmos t  ever y  one o f  them,  
were conver ted.  Their  c las s-meetings sur- 
pa s s ed  any  th ing  eve r  be fo re  known in  
that reg ion. In some cases, after the lead- 
er had closed by prayer., the members con- 
t inued for  a  cons iderable  t ime on the i r  
knees, praying earnestly to God for a free  
and  fu l l  p a rdon  o f  a l l  t he i r  s i n s .  L ike  
b l ind  Bar t imeus ,  They  c r i e d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  
f o r  me r c y :  and  some  immed i a t e ly  r e c e i v e d  
t h e i r  s i gh t  and  f o l l owed  J e su s  i n  t h e  way,  
shouting glory to God in the highest.

Pr iva te  f ami l i e s  have  been v i s i t ed ,  and  
some chi ldren and ser vants  have been so  
overwhelmed with distress ,  that they have  
been heard in their  secret  ret irements ,  to  
cr y out  for  God,  amid the dark watches  
of  the night ,  to save their  s inking soul s ;  
and to some the Sun of r ighteousness has  
a r i sen with hea l ing in hi s  beams,  before  
the natura l  sun had appeared to usher in  
the day.
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The abodes  o f  human deg rada t ion  and  
woe have been vi s i ted by an a l l  g racious  
God. The heavenly f i re has  been kindled  
up in the Peni tent iar y.  A number of  the  
cr iminal s  profes sed to fee l  hi s  d ivine in- 
f l uence s  and  to  be l i eve  i n  Je su s .  Such  
was the displays of g race among the peo- 
ple, that in four weeks, between three and  
f ou r  hund red  wh i t e  p eop l e  j o i n ed  t h e  
Methodist church in town.

Many head s  o f  f ami l i e s ,  o f  re spec t able  
s t and ing ,  and  a  g rea t  number  o f  young  
men and women of good families and pro- 
mis ing in thei r  appearances ,  were among  
the subject s  of  thi s  work:  and some s in- 
ners of the deepest die have witnessed that  
Christ could save the chief of sinners.

In some cases, the work of conviction has  
been  p rog re s s ive. ;  in  o the r s  ve r y  qu ick  
and powerful. Some have drunk the worm- 
wood and the gall of repentance for weeks,  
before they have found peace: other s have  
in  a  few hour s  found sa lva t ion in Je sus ,  
and felt that their sins were forg iven. God  
works in his own way, and to him be al l ,  
the glory. 
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A rev iva l  ha s  appea red  in  Su f fo lk  c i r - 
cu i t ,  and  a  number  o f  sou l s  have  been  
made the happy subjects of regeneration.

Haupogues was the f ir s t  place that shar- 
ed  in  the  g r ac iou s  v i s i t a t ion .  Mee t ing s  
were a t tended a lmost  ever y evening,  and  
c onv i c t i on s  a nd  conve r s i on s  i n c re a s e d .  
Dwell ing houses were not suf f ic ient ly ca- 
pacious to contain the people who assem- 
bled to witness the marvel lous displays of  
the power of God. They seemed to forget  
or pay but little attention to their ordinary  
concerns,  while the more impor tant busi- 
ness  of  eter nity eng rossed their  thoughts .  
Under preaching,  the word seemed to be  
as eagerly received as a morsel of meat by  
a hungry man.

West f ie ld was the next that  was f avour- 
ed with the effusions of the Spir it, though  
i t  was  sometime in a  doubt ful  case.  The  
cloud seemed long to hover over them, til l  
suddenly i t  poured for th i ts  r ich treasure;  
and the day so much desired opened. with  
pecul iar  lus tre.  Some souls  were conver t- 
ed in a prayer meeting, and many returned 
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home under a consciousness of their guil t  
and absolute need of a Saviour.  This  was  
the  beg inning o f  good days .  Frequent ly,  
after preaching the congregation would re- 
main upon their  seat s ,  a s  i f  unwil l ing to  
leave the consecrated spot. Not only were  
s i n n e r s  awa ke n e d  a n d  c o nve r t e d ,  bu t  
Chr ist ians were built  up in the Lord, and  
backs l ider s  rec la imed from their  Laodice- 
an security.

Soon a f ter  th i s ,  the work began in Pa- 
tchogue; a place once notor ious for inat- 
tent ion to re l ig ion,  especia l ly  among the  
youths, who were much g iven to the vain  
recreations of l i fe; and professor s in gene- 
ra l  had become for mal ,  and s lept  among  
the dead.  But suddenly the p lace as sum- 
ed a di f ferent  appearance and the people  
in  genera l  became a l a r med .  The  youth s  
who were once so eager  to pur sue thei r  
vain delights,  now saw their fr ivolity, and  
deeply bewailed their fol ly and miss-spent  
momen t s .  I n s t e ad  o f  t h e  n i gh t l y  reve l  
and unprof i table  conver sa t ion,  companies  
met  together  to pray with,  and for  each 
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other,  and improve their t ime with refer- 
ence to a  future s ta te.  Conver s ions  were  
numerous ,  and  many o f  them c lea r  and  
convincing.  About  one hundred soul s ,  i t  
was hopefully thought were made the sub- 
jects of pardoning grace.

In Mor iches ,  I s l ip,  Babylon,  and Stony- 
brook was a s imilar work, and many were  
brought  f rom darkness  to l ight  and f rom  
the power of Satan to God.

In these revivals  were seen pious parents  
re jo ic ing  over  the i r  sons  and daughter s ,  
crying for mercy, or testifying of the good- 
ness  of  God in their  la te conver s ion;—or  
perhaps ,  ch i ld ren  pray ing  over  weep ing ,  
broken hear ted parent s .  Human language  
cannot express the solemn, the del ightful ,  
joy fu l  sensa t ions  tha t  per vade the  hear t s  
of the righteous on these occasions.

Sou t hho l d ,  Long - I s l a nd ,  h a s  r e c e ived  
the g race of  God. The work commenced  
abou t  t he  l a s t  o f  Ju l y  1818  unde r  t he  
preaching of a Baptist minister who visited  
that place,  from Connecticut.  His labour s  
were  p r inc ipa l l y  con f ined  to  the  upper 
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par t  of  the town. I t  was not long before  
the work found an easy transition into the  
M e t h o d i s t ,  a n d  P re s by t e r i a n  s o c i e t i e s .  
This soon roused every fr iend of Chr ist to  
action, and a very pleasing harvest of souls  
were gathered into these churches,  whose  
hear t s  were,  we hope,  prepared by g race  
to own the Saviour before the world, and  
who wil l  adorn his doctr ine in their l ives  
and conversation.

P r e s i d e n t  E d wa rd s  s ay s ,  T h a t  i t  h a s  
been God’s usual manner in every new es- 
tabl i shment of  his  vi s ible church, to g ive  
a remarkable outpour ing of his Spir it. And  
even we f ind that the Lord remembers his  
people, who migrate for the important pur- 
pose,  o f  be ing more  use fu l  in  spread ing  
more extensively the banners of g race, and  
preaching the gospel  where Jesus had not  
been named. Chr is t  wil l  come into every  
p l ace  whi the r  he  ha s  s en t  h i s  s e r van t s .  
Therefore, we hear of his reign in our Wes- 
te r n  reg ions .  Ohio  ha s  r io t  been le f t  a  
ba r ren  wi lde r ne s s .  There  the  Sp i r i t  ha s  
awakened thousands,  and conver ts  are be- 
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coming  ve r y  numerou s .  I n  Au s t i nbu rg ,  
Morgan,  Rome, Je f fer son,  Lebanon,  Ash- 
tabula, Geneva, Harper sf ield and Madison,  
the  Lord ha s  moved in  maje s ty  and ap- 
peared mighty to save.  Great  number s  of  
youths ,  and young mar r ied per sons  have  
been  bor n  aga in :  ye t  in  some in s t ance s  
those who have l ived in s in and rebel l ion  
against God, for ty, f ifty or sixty years, and  
have been scoffers or neglecters of relig ion  
have been brought to bow to the sceptre of  
Immanuel.

In Athens, (the seat of the Ohio Univer- 
s i ty, )  God has  entered and made himse l f  
known  t o  many.  G r a c e  h a s  a bounded ,  
Chr i s t  h a s  been  honoured ,  and  s i nne r s  
have seen his  sa lvat ion. Since 1815 ,  Ohio  
and Indiana  have been increa s ing ly  anx- 
ious to enjoy the ministry of reconciliation,  
and in some of their border s, the servants  
o f  Je s u s  h ave  en t e re d ,  n o t  w i t h  c a r n a l  
weapons,  but with those which have been  
migh t i ly  t h r ough  God  t o  t h e  pu l l i n g  down  
o f  s t r o n g  h o l d s :  C a s t i n g  d o w n  i m a g i n a - 
t i o n s,  a nd  e v e r y  h i g h  t h i n g  t h a t  e x a l t e t h 
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i t s e l f  a g a i n s t  t h e  kn ow l e d g e  o f  God ,  a nd  
b r i n g i n g  i n t o  c a p t i v i t y  e v e r y  t h o u g h t  t o  
the obedience of Christ.

I t  ha s  been s t a ted  to  the  wr i te r,  by  a  
m i s s i ona r y  o f  d i s t i ngu i shed  t a l en t s  and  
piety, who had ranged the state of Indiana,  
that about one half of the heads of families  
were esteemed truly rel ig ious,  and prayed  
daily to God for an outpouring of his Spirit.

Ken tucky  ha s  been  advanc ing  towa rd s  
the mount of God. The thunder s of Sinai  
have prostrated many of her lofty heroes in  
inf idelity. They have been brought to con- 
fe s s  that  Je sus  i s  the Chr i s t ,  and has  a l l  
p owe r  i n  h e ave n  a n d  e a r t h .  Powe r f u l  
awakenings  have  been spread ing  through  
many  o f  he r  towns ;  new churche s  have  
been for med, and old ones have received  
great additions.

I n  m a ny  P re s by t e r i e s ,  t h e  wo r k  h a s  
been glor ious. But especially in Logan, Elk,  
Nashv i l l e  and  W.  Lex ing ton .  At  s eve ra l  
o f  the i r  camp and sacramenta l  meet ings ,  
the heavens seemed to bow, and the glo- 
r ious  d i sp lay s  o f  d iv ine  power  were  ex-
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tensively seen and felt. Many were pr icked  
in their  hear t s ,  and heavy laden under a  
sense of  their  gui l t ,  fe l l  pros t ra te  in the  
dust before a s in hat ing and s in aveng ing  
God ,  and  were  cons t r a ined  to  c r y  ou t ,  
What  sha l l  we  do  t o  b e  saved?  The com- 
passion of the adorable Redeemer was ex- 
hibited to their view. Their darkened un- 
der s tandings  were i l lumined by the pow- 
er fu l  beams of  the Sun of  r ighteousness ,  
a nd  t h e i r  h e a r t s  we re  s ubdued  t o  t h e  
obedience of  f a i th .  They be l ieved,  ador- 
ed,  wept,  and re joiced,  with j oy unspeak- 
a b l e  a n d  f u l l  o f  g l o r y.  I n  a b o u t  f o u r  
month s  in  1817 ,  one  hundred  in  tho se  
meetings professed regenerat ion; the most  
of whom appeared very clear in their views  
of the glorious scheme of redemption.

In Concord,  Mount Pleasant ,  and Par i s ,  
the work has  been par t icular ly  conspicu- 
ou s .  The re  h a s  a l s o  b een  con s i d e r ab l e  
attention and solemnity in Fleming, Smyr- 
na ,  Po in t  P l e a s an t ,  Suga r r i dge,  Sp r ing- 
f ield, and Augusta, congregations; and many  
o ther  p lace s  pre sent  prospect s  o f  a  ver y  
encouraging nature.
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To the Bapt i s t  churches  in Elkhorn As- 
sociation, f ive hundred were added in 1817,  
to Long Run, s ix hundred, and to Frank- 
lin three hundred and fifty.

In  Tenne s see,  the  go spe l  ha s  been  a t - 
tended with some pleas ing mani fes ta t ions  
o f  heaven ly  in f luence.  About  four  hun- 
dred were added to the Baptist associations  
in 1817 .  From other denominations I have  
not been so happy, as to obtain cor rect in- 
formation of the doings of God with them.

In the I l l inois  and Missour i  Ter r i tor ies ,  
extensive f ie lds for miss ionary labour s are  
laid open, and Chr ist has shed a lustre up- 
on those enter pr is ing souls  who have en- 
tered in his  name to gather a people for  
hi s  pra i se and glory.  Churches have been  
formed as palaces in which he wil l  dwell ,  
and f rom which,  he  wi l l  send out  f re sh  
order s  for  the inhabi tant s  of  the wi lder- 
ness to draw near and worship before him  
in the beauty of holiness.

Mis s i s s ippi  and Loui s iana beg in to hear  
and tremble before the Lord. His Boaner- 
ges have begun to attack the strong holds 
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or  Sa tan ;  to  penet ra te  the  dark  rece s se s  
of  inf idels ;  to march amid the thickening  
hosts  of  Indian tr ibes ;  to draw the sword  
of the Spir it, and with an humble boldness  
to  demand in  the  name o f  the  King o f  
heaven,  a l l  men to Repent  and be l i eve  the  
g o s p e l .  Conque s t  b eg in s  t o  hove r  ove r  
their banner s and the number of the s lain  
inc rea se s .  Churche s  a re  fo r med and  the  
ordinances of the gospel are administered,  
where  the  campaign was  f i r s t  opened.— 
Move on ye so ldier s  of  Jesus ,  fear le s s  of  
danger,  of  suf fer ings and of death.  Never  
shea the  your  swords  unt i l  your  f ee t  a re  
washed in the waves of the Pacif ic Ocean,  
and the songs of conver ts rol l  along those  
skies through which you shal l  pass ,  to be  
crowned with an eternal weight of glory.

S t .  Lou i s ,  beg in s  to  rece ive  the  good  
t id ings  of  the gospe l  and l ive.  A reviva l  
has begun, a church has been formed, and  
converts are multiplying.

F r anc i s v i l l e  h a s  a l s o  been  a l a r med .  A  
few have become acquainted with the pow- 
er of the gospel and owned a Saviour be- 
fore their ignorant neighbours.
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New-Or l e an s  h a s  b e en  p ene t r a t e d  by  
z e a lou s  mi s s i ona r i e s .  Many  a s s emble  to  
hear what these men can tel l  them about  
Chr i s t  and  h im c r uc i f i ed .  Some d iv ine  
influences have been experienced.

Upon the  Caro l ina s  and  Georg i a  some  
shower s  o f  g race  have  descended,  and a  
considerable number of souls  have sprung  
into l i fe.  Those who love Zion beg in to  
put  on  the i r  beaut i fu l  ga r ment s ,  f o r  t h e  
time to favour her, yea the set time is come.

Severa l  churches  in  Virg in ia  have  been  
r ichly visited with showers of divine good- 
ne s s .  Happy  and  ex tens ive  rev iva l s  have  
been  wi tne s s ed .  In  Meck lenburg ,  Char- 
lotte,  Lunenburg, Sandy Creek, Meher r in,  
Nor fo l k ,  Pe t e r s bu rg ,  Winche s t e r,  Lee s - 
burg,  Freder icksburg,  and Richmond, the  
number of praying people is increasing, re- 
l i g iou s  exc i t ement s  have  p reva i l ed ,  and  
many have been added to the churches, of  
such whose names i t  i s  hoped are in the  
book of life.

In the Distr ict of Columbia, relig ious in- 
fluence has been exper ienced; and especially 
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i n  G e o r g e t ow n  a n d  A l e x a n d r i a .  I n  
these towns God has opened the fountain  
of his  superabounding g race, and incl ined  
a number of souls to receive of its fulness.

The wr iter would inser t  many par t icular  
accounts  f rom the Southern reg ions,  i f  i t  
were pract icable.  Much interes t ing infor- 
ma t i on  h a s  j u s t  a r r ived  f rom d i f f e ren t  
s t a te s ,  over  which  he  ha s  a l ready  been ,  
and upon which he has  dwelt  with more  
th an  o rd ina r y  s a t i s f a c t i on .  A  f ew b r i e f  
ex t rac t s  mus t  for  the  pre sent  su f f i ce  h i s  
readers.

New-York c i ty.  This  London of  Amer i- 
ca  ha s  rece ived  an  un c t i on  f r om th e  ho ly  
One.  The Spir i t  of  the Lord has  di splay- 
ed its omnipotence, and brought multitudes  
into the kingdom of God our Saviour and  
built his churches with lively stones.

The g reates t  increase has  been made to  
the Bapt i s t  church under the minis t r y of  
the  Rev.  J.  Cha se.  In  four t een  month s  
two hundred and s ix ty  have been added  
to  tha t  church .  The l a s t  communica t ion  
dated Dec. 1818 ,  stated that the work was 
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s t i l l  spreading,  and that ,  that  people had  
resolved to build an house for publick wor- 
sh ip,  65  by  85  f ee t ;  the i r  pre sent  house  
not being large enough to receive the mul- 
t i tude who pres s  to hear  Mr.  Chase.  He  
was ordained their pastor on the 27th May  
1817 .  Hi s  l abour s  have  been remarkably  
b l e s s ed .  Many have  a l so  been  awakened  
and comfor ted in beholding the ordinances  
administered.

Chr i s t ians  of  di f ferent  denominat ions in  
tha t  c i t y  have  become ve r y  ac t ive,  and  
abound in good works.  The Lord is  mul- 
t ip ly ing the i r  number s ,  and g iv ing them  
great light and divine influences.

Moun t  P l e a s an t  re c e ived  s on i c  d iv i ne  
manifestations of God’s mercy, in 1817 and  
about  for ty  profes sed the Lord Jesus  be- 
fore the world.

Catski l l  has  fe l t  the power of  the word  
o f  re conc i l i a t i on ,  and  some  have  been  
brought to embrace the humbling doctr ine  
of the cross.

In  Ju ly  1818  the re  were  some appea r - 
ances in Cairo, that raised the expectations 
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of many Chr istians that the Lord was about  
to change the hear ts  of  mult i tudes.  Chil- 
dren and youths  were  g rea t ly  awakened.  
How many have been conver ted,  or  how  
f ar the work has extended the wr iter has  
not been able to learn.

Hudson has  seen a  day  o f  v i s i t a t ion.— 
About the commencement of 1817  s inner s  
began to he awakened, and saints encourag- 
e d .  M e e t i n g s  we re  h e l d  a l m o s t  eve r y  
night in the week, and deep concern seem- 
ed to spread through the c i ty.  Rev.  Mr.  
S t an ton ,  and  Rev.  A .  Br igg s  were  ve r y  
much engaged to have their flocks all press  
into the kingdom of Chr ist.  Their labours  
have  been  abundant ly  b l e s s ed ,  and  they  
have received about sixty into each of their  
churches .  These have shown by wel l  or- 
de red  l ive s  and  conve r s a t ion ,  tha t  they  
have not bel ieved in vain. The Methodist  
society has received some.

In Schodack the work has been gradually  
p rog re s s ing  fo r  nea r l y  two  yea r s .  S ix ty  
have united with the Baptist church. Nas- 
sau has a l so been revived. Cambr idge has 
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not been the least among these towns; for  
unto many of them, Jesus has become wis- 
dom, righteousness and sanctification.

In Orange,  ( for merly Cl i f tonpark)  reno- 
vat ing g race has  cont inued to abound to  
many,  for  near ly  ten  months .  I t  i s  now  
spreading into many congregations.

S ince 1815  Schenectady has  been under  
some awakenings, and a considerable num- 
ber  have been conver ted.  There are now  
some f avourabl e  appea r ance s  o f  ano the r  
revival.

∑

Troy.
In the 185  page, I gave my reader s some  

encouragement to look for more informa- 
t ion concer ning God’s  for mer di sp lays  of  
g race in this city, and the present revival,  
and now have the satisfaction of laying be- 
fore them, the following.

Since the commencement of  1815 ,  there  
have been received into the communion of  
the Presbyter ian church, two hundred and 
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s ix ty- in to  the  Bapt i s t ,  two hundred and  
twenty f ive, and into the Methodist,  three  
hundred and twenty—and a  number into  
the Episcopal ian communion. These were  
the f r ui t s  o f  those a s toni shing inf luences  
experienced in this small city.

The present reviva l  commenced i t s  v i s i- 
bil ity on the second Lord’s day evening in  
January 1819 ,  after the usual rel ig ious ex- 
ercises were closed in the Methodist church.  
A few young people tar r ied to s ing af ter  
the congregation was dismissed. A preach- 
er  who was  ra i sed up in th i s  c i ty  be ing  
present on a visit, observed one of the num- 
ber a f fected,  and af ter  some conver sat ion  
with this young person, who requested him  
to pray.  a number came to the a l tar,  and  
the Spir i t  descended and spread i t s  inf lu- 
ences  upon that  people,  unt i l  near ly two  
hundred have joined the church.

In re la t ing thei r  exper iences ,  they pro- 
fess to have been ser iously impressed from  
d i f fe rent  per iods  o f  t ime;  none probably  
exceeding a year.

The  d ange r  p ro c r a s t i n a t i on ,  a nd  p a r -
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t icular ly as  i t  procures  hardness  of  hear t ,  
has been faithfully proclaimed in their ears,  
and the Spir i t  has  set  the word home to  
the i r  hea r t s .  A lmos t  the  who le  o f  tha t  
congregation exhibit signs of great ser ious- 
ness.

The work i s  now increa s ing  among a l l  
the denominat ions  in the c i ty.  Upon the  
four th of February, Rev. Mr. Sommer, ob- 
ser ves  that  he had conver sed with thi r ty  
f ive since the 26 of January, who have felt  
the powerful inf luences of g race. Some of  
them have been approved by the standing  
committee of the church, as suitable can- 
didates for the ordinances.

The  means ,  by  which  i t  ha s  been  the  
pleasure of Jehovah to or ig inate and car ry  
on the work among his people, have been  
as var ious as the application has been sove- 
reign. Several of the conver ts, are scholar s  
in the Sabbath School and some of them  
date their f ir st impressions from the affec- 
tionate exhortations of their pious teachers;  
while others, make mention of the preach- 
ing of the everlasting gospel as the instru- 
ment of their conversion to God.
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Rev. J.  Coe D. D. observes that it seems  
almost too much to expect a general revi- 
val, in so short a time since the other. But  
that we ought not to limit a God of bound- 
le s s  mercy.  He works  l ike himsel f .  Many  
l i t t l e  ch i ld ren ,  and  some young peop le,  
and other s  fur ther  advanced in  l i f e,  ap- 
pear to be solemnly impressed. That very  
cons iderable  d iv ine  in f luence  i s  d i f fu sed  
among his congregation, in awakening, and  
convincing them of their guilt and danger.  
But where this will issue God only knows,  
and  t ime  mus t  de te r mine.  They  re jo i ce  
w i th  t rembl ing .  Ye t  may  they  w i th  an  
holy pleasure look up and utter  the lan- 
guage of Isa iah,  Who, are  these  that  f ly  as  
a cloud, and as doves to their windows?

∑

Albany.
Since the commencement of  1815  a  d i- 

vine influence has been exerted in this city,  
and the gates of our Zion have been throng- 
ed wi th anxious  s inner s  and joyfu l  con-
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ver t s .  But  the c loud that  hung over  the  
ci ty of Troy, fraught with divine compas- 
s ion,  pas sed around us ,  only le t t ing here  
and there a few drops f a l l  to refresh and  
cheer this thirsty hill of God.

In 1816 ,  the t ruly pious of  a l l  denomi- 
nations had their expectat ion g reat ly rais- 
ed ,  and were  da i ly  expect ing ,  a  copious  
s hower  o f  g r a c e  t hey  cou ld  even  he a r  
the thunder of God’s power and see some  
who had  been ca re le s s  s eek ing  a  re fuge  
f o r  t h e i r  Ch r i s t l e s s  s ou l s ;  ye t  he  who  
gover ns  the univer se,  and wi l l  have  mer cy  
u p on  whom  h e  w i l l  h a v e  m e r c y,  h a s  no t  
come down with such overwhelming influ- 
ences, as upon some other cities.

His  sp i r i t  seems to have been hover ing  
over us, and though often gr ieved with our  
ha rdne s s  o f  hea r t  and  ma leconduc t ,  ye t  
being slow to anger and abundant in mer- 
cy, has not withdrawn from us, nor g iven  
us over to work out our eternal condem- 
nation.

In the summer of  1816  a  rev iva l  began  
in the Baptist society and about for ty pro-
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f e s s ed  t o  che r i s h  hope s  i n  a  S av iou r ’s  
merits; and thirty five joined the church.

In  the  sp r ing  o f  1817 ,  t he  Sp i r i t  de- 
scended again and a considerable number  
were brought into the l ight and liber ty of  
the gospel .  I t  cont inued i t s  gent le  inf lu- 
ences for more than four teen months .  In  
which t ime the  soc ie ty  increa sed ,  back- 
s l ide r s  were  b rought  to  remember  the i r  
f i r s t  love, to confess  their s ins,  and move  
on in fellowship with his people, and many  
conver ts have been added to our commun- 
ion.  In June 1818 ,  we purchased the Al- 
bany Theatre, and f i t ted it  up for a place  
of publick wor ship, and opened it  on the  
f i r s t  d ay  o f  J a nu a r y  1819 .  T h u s ,  t h i s  
church and congregation, by the benevolent  
assistance of their fellow citizens, and pub- 
l i ck  benef ac tor s ,  have  been in s t r umenta l  
in one shor t season, of sweeping away and  
burying for ever, one of the proudest en- 
s i gn s  o f  unha l lowed  ambi t ion ,  tha t  wa s  
ever exhibited upon the banks of the Hud- 
son. This event has been ominous of mil- 
lenia l  achievements ,  of  nat ional  regenera-



282 religious

and of the redemption of the world.
Upon the very day this house was open- 

ed, the Spir i t  descended, and his  regene- 
rating influences were felt and one soul at  
leas t ,  heard the voice of  Chr i s t  speaking  
within his  troubled mind, saying, Son, be  
of good cheer thy sins are forgiven thee.

I t  i s  now a  mos t  so l emn t ime in  th i s  
c i ty.  Let  a  s t r anger  enter  any cong rega- 
t ion within this  metropolis  and look over  
the  c rowds  tha t  sea t  themse lve s  to  hear  
the  word ;  and he  wi l l  s ee  a  more  than  
usual attention, and anxiety among them to  
know the things of the kingdom of heaven.  
And in some cong regat ions  he wi l l  hear  
s ighs and behold hundreds in tear s, before  
a sermon is closed.

There  a re  but  a  few cong rega t ions  out  
of  the eleven establ i shed in this  c i ty,  but  
what (according to my best knowledge ob- 
t a ined f rom the  pa s tor s  o f  the  churches  
and my da i ly  obser va t ion, )  fee l  more or  
less this heavenly dew.

I  f ind  eve r y  min i s t e r  l abour ing  unde r  
the same embar rassment with myself , when 
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inter rogated concer ning the  work in  h i s  
cong rega t ion.  We cannot  te l l  how many  
a re  l abour ing  and  heavy  l aden  under  a  
s e n s e  o f  t h e i r  s i n s .  Abou t  two  week s  
s ince, I  knew of only four or f ive in my  
cong regat ion who were under  ver y deep  
distress of mind, and now a large number  
are willing to own that they have been un- 
de r  awaken ing s  f o r  s ome  t ime.  A lmos t  
eve r y  d ay  some  new ca s e s  appea r,  and  
some soul is made willing to he saved, en- 
t i re l y,  by  g r ace  abound ing  th rough  the  
blood of Jesus.

For  many  month s  I  have  d i s cove red  a  
solemn and g radual work among the Pres- 
byter ian congregations, and an earnestness  
in their preachers for the reviving presence  
and power of  Chr is t ,  that  led me to be- 
l i eve,  tha t  the  re ign  o f  heaven was  ap- 
proaching.

S ince  the  commencement  o f  1815  one  
hundred and thir ty one have been added  
to the f ir st  Presbyter ian church, upon ex- 
amination, and to the other s, considerable  
addit ions have been made. To the Bapti s t 
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more than one hundred, and many by let- 
ter s  to a l l  the churches.  Many candidates  
are examined, and are now coming before  
the  churche s  in  th i s  c i t y.  A t  ou r  nex t  
communions,  we expect to receive acces- 
s ions  that  wi l l  g ladden the hear t s  of  the  
r ighteous ,  and swel l  the  songs  o f  ange l s  
in  heaven .  Sure ly  we can  s ay,  The  Lo rd  
i s  m e r c i f u l  a n d  g r a c i o u s ;  s l o w  t o  a n g e r,  
a n d  p l e n t e o u s  i n  m e r c y.  He  w i l l  n o t  a l - 
way s  c h id e ;  n e i t h e r  w i l l  h e  k e ep  h i s  ang e r  
f o r  e v e r.  A s  f o r  a s  t h e  e a s t  i s  f r om  t h e  
w e s t ;  s o  f a r  h a t h  h e  r emo v e d  o u r  t r a n s - 
g r e s s i o n s  f r om  u s.  B l e s s  t h e  Lo rd ,  a l l  ye  
h i s  h o s t s ;  ye  m in i s t e r s  o f  h i s  who  d o  h i s  
pleasure. Bless the Lord, O my soul.

∑

In t imes of revival ,  conver ts  have a vast  
var ie ty  of  sensa t ions  and are  inc l ined to  
make these known in some sui table  way,  
f o r  the  advancement  o f  t r u th ,  and  the  
happiness, of their fel low beings. The fol- 
lowing  was  wr i t t en  by  a  young l ady  in 
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Newark (N. J.) 2d March 1817 ,  on the re- 
ception of a letter from. her fr iend in Phil- 
adelphia.

Nothing could have come more t imely,  
or  been more acceptable :  i t  a r r ived a t  a  
momen t  when  da rkne s s ,  t h i ck  d a rkne s s  
enve loped my mind:  even the  t rembl ing  
hope that I had cher ished, was gone: and  
I was a wretch most miserable,  without a  
God,  without  a  Saviour !  I  had been ex- 
amining myse l f  a s  c lose ly  a s  I  was  capa- 
ble,  by  the  sacred word;  and f ind ing so  
l i tt le l ight, so much cor ruptibil ity, a hear t  
s t i l l  o f  unbe l ie f ,  tha t  I  had  pa s sed  sen- 
tence upon myself :—concluded that it  was  
my  unde r s t and ing  a l one  th a t  h ad  been  
convinced, while my hear t was opposed to  
G o d  a n d  eve r y  g o o d .  I  r e a d  i n  t h e  
Bible,  that  when the soul was indeed re- 
g ene r a t ed ,  Old  t h i n g s  w ou l d  p a s s  away,  
and  a l l  t h i n g s  b e c ome  n ew.  These,  how- 
ever,  I  a t t r ibuted to  read ing ,  re f l ec t ion ,  
and instruction. I was looking to my dear  
S——, for that great flood of light which I  
expected must enter the soul that i s  born 
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of God. O! that sentence of your s:  Praise  
the Lord for the least  ray of  l ight ,  even,  
i f  you can see men as  t r e e s  wa lk ing.  How  
i t  covered me with shame and confusion!  
I t  was  then I  fe l t  I  had robbed the Al- 
migh ty ;  and  wi th  hea r t - f e l t  so r row and  
humble  g ra t i tude,  I  ha s t ened  to  a s c r ibe  
glory unto God. for what he had done for  
so  v i l e  and  unde se r v ing  a  c re a tu re.  A t  
tha t  moment  my hear t  de l ighted  in  ex- 
c la iming,  Ble s s  the  Lo rd ,  O my sou l ,  and  
a l l  t ha t  i s  w i th in  me,  b l e s s  and  p ra i s e  h i s  
holy name.

But where I have one moment of joy, I  
have hour s of sor row; though, even those  
precious moments have af forded me more  
real happiness, than al l  the pleasure of my  
pa s t  l i f e  summed toge ther !  P lea sure  d id  
I say of a past l i fe? There is nothing that  
I  can look back upon tha t  de ser ves  the  
name. Vain world,  thou ar t  indeed a de- 
ceiver! O! I have loved thee, dearly loved  
thee: but what hast thou to g ive in return  
fo r  a l l  my se r v i tude  and  a f f ec t ion?  Ah!  
what pierces me to the hear t ;  a  l i fe thus 
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f a r  lo s t—wor se  than  lo s t .  But  my Dear  
S——, th i s  wor ld  ha s  lo s t  i t s  char ms :  I  
can see nothing in it that now attracts me,  
or inclines me to l ive for it .—My wishes,  
des i re s ,  and hopes  a re  soar ing f a r  above  
i t .  Give me but  my Saviour,  and I  have  
no wish lef t  ung rat i f ied; One kind assur- 
ing look, and I ask no more. But O! the  
thought  aga in ,  tha t  my hea r t  i s  d e c e i t f u l  
a b ove  a l l  t h i n g s.  My exper i ence  may  be  
a  de lu s i on—ye s ,  and  a  de lu s i on  wh i ch  
may fol low me through l i fe,  and even to  
the grave, and which nothing but the voice  
o f  the  Judge  o f  heaven  and  ea r th  sha l l  
awake  me f rom!  Di s t r ac t ing  thought !  to  
c r y,  Lo rd ,  Lo rd ,  I  have  p r oph e s i e d  i n  t hy  
name,  I  have  ea t en  and  d runk  in  thy  p r e - 
s en c e :—but he sha l l  s ay  unto me I  know  
you no t  whence  you a r e.  O! pray that  the  
g reat Searcher of hear ts would search me,  
and that he would car ry on the good work  
which I humbly hope he has begun in my  
sou l  unt i l  dea th .  I f  he  leaves  me I  am,  
lost; nothing. short of Almighty power can  
save.  Into hi s  hands I  re joice to commit 
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mysel f .  O! I  would be no where el se for  
worlds .  Let  other s  do as  they may,  I  am  
re so l ved  to  s e r ve  the  Lo rd ,—i f  I  mus t  
per ish, I  per ish no where but at the foot  
o f  the  c ros s ,  c r y ing  for  mercy.  When I  
shal l  see you, I  wil l  te l l  a l l  the Lord has  
done for me; though that would be almost  
impos s ib l e.  But  you  know the  va lue  o f  
the soul, have seen and felt the evil of sin,  
and have found yourself  delivered from it;  
you can  f ancy  wha t  my fee l ing s ,  a re.  I  
have been lef t  to my own evi l  hear t  and  
the temptat ions  of  Satan for  some weeks  
pas t ,  and hor ror  indescr ibable  took pos- 
s e s s ion  o f  me.  My t r i a l s  a s  we l l  a s  my  
joy s  I  w i l l  t e l l  you .  Bu t  thank s ,  eve r - 
last ing thanks, to our glor ious Conqueror,  
who enables me to say, and I believe sin- 
cerely,

Jesus my God I know his name. 
His name is all my trust.

And you know h i s  name too,  fo r  you  
have tasted and seen that the Lord is good;  
you have heard those bles sed accents  f a l l 
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f rom hi s  g rac ious  l ip s ,  Daugh t e r  thy  s in s  
a r e  f o r g i v e n .  O !  e t e r n i t y  w i l l  b e  on l y  
boundles s  enough,  to s ing the pra i se s  o f  
such  a  Sav iour.  When ,  in  my imag ina- 
t ion,  I  behold the inhabi tant s  o f  heaven  
tasting their crowns at the feet of Imman- 
ue l ,  and cr y ing,  Wor thy i s  the  Lamb tha t  
wa s  s l a i n ,  t o  r e c e i v e  p o w e r,  a n d  r i c h e s,  
a n d  w i s d o m ,  a n d  s t r e n g t h ,  a n d  h o n o u r,  
a nd  g l o r y,  a nd  b l e s s i n g ;  my  hea r t  ove r - 
f lows;  and with rapture,  with ecs tasy in- 
describable, I exclaim with the poet,

There I would vie with all the host 
 In duty and in bliss, 
While less than nothing, I could boast, 
 And vanity confess.

But who am I that am allowed to indulge such 
hopes! It appears almost impossible. I dare not 
think it—I who am viler than the vilest: less 
than the least—one who has so long, and so 
obstinately refused—one who has sinned against 
such light and knowledge—one who has indeed 
been exalted to heaven in point of pr ivileges, 
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a n d  w h o  ve r i f y  d e s e r ve s  t h e  l owe s t  
hell for abusing them—me to whom a gra- 
cious Redeemer has stretched out his arm  
al l  the day long, crying.,  turn ye, turn ye,  
why wi l l  ye  d i e?  Yet  my obst inate,  obdu- 
rate heart has refused all my life long these  
tender, these blessed exhortations.

I  have tur ned a  dea f  ear ;  or  i f  an an- 
swer  was  g iven ,  i t  wa s  I  p ray  t h e e  have  
me  ex cu s ed !  Sure ly  I  am a  l iv ing  monu- 
ment of the long-suffer ing and tender pa- 
t i ence  o f  ou r  God .  O!  h i s  fo rbea r ance  
wi th me—how wonder fu l !  May my spar- 
ed l i fe  be devoted to Him who died to  
s ave  my wretched sou l .  I  have  not  to ld  
you any th ing  about  the  rev iva l  in  th i s  
place, and my letter is almost f inished. O!  
that you were here with us,  enjoying this  
precious season—why not come and glad- 
den our hear t s?  I  am sure you would be  
compensated for  any di f f icul t ies  that  you  
migh t  encoun te r.  The  p rec iou s  S av iou r  
is st i l l  with us, car rying on his work glo- 
r i ou s l y.  I t  i s  s uppo s ed  th a t  abou t  f ive  
hundred are under exerci se  of  mind;  and 
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many have  obta ined  a  good  hope  t h r ough  
g race.  I t  i s  a  day  o f  power  and  mercy.  
O! that we were wise, that we would con- 
sider this. Remember me in you prayers.

Questions.

Have you seen your sel f  to be, by nature  
and prac t ice,  a  lo s t  and he lp le s s  s inner? 
—Have you not  only seen the s in fu lnes s  
of par ticular acts of transg ression, but also  
that your hear t is the seat and fountain of  
sin; that in you naturally, there is no good  
th ing ?—Has  a  v i ew o f  th i s  l ed  you  to  
despair  of help from your sel f ;  to see that  
you, must be altogether indebted to Chr ist  
for  sa lvat ion,  and to the g rac ious  a id of  
the  Holy  Sp i r i t  fo r  s t rength  and ab i l i ty  
rightly to perform any duty?

On what  ha s  your  hope  o f  accep tance  
wi th  God been founded?—On your  own  
re fo r mat ion?—On your  so r row fo r  your  
s i n s ? — O n  y o u r  p r a y e r s ? — O n  y o u r  
t e a r s ?—Only  our  good  work s  and  re l i -
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g iou s  ob se r vance s ?—Or ha s  i t  been  on  
Ch r i s t  a l one,  a s  you r  a l l  i n  a l l ?—Ha s  
Chr ist ever appeared very precious to you? 
—Do you mour n  tha t  he  doe s  no t  ap- 
pear  more so?—Have you somet imes  fe l t  
great freedom to commit your soul to him? 
—In doing this  ( i f  you have done i t )  has  
it been, not only to be delivered from the  
punishment due to your sins, but also from  
the power, pol lution, dominion, and exis- 
tence of sin in your soul?

As  f a r  a s  you  know your s e l f ,  do  you  
hate,  and des i re  to he del ivered f rom a l l  
s in,  without any exception of a f avour ite  
l a s t ?—Do you pray  much to  be  de l iver- 
ed  f rom s in?—Do you watch  aga in s t  i t ,  
and  ag a in s t  t emp t a t i on  to  i t ?—Do you  
str ive against it ,  and in some good degree  
g e t  t he  v i c to r y  ove r  i t ?—Have  you  so  
repented of i t  as  to have your soul real ly  
set against it?

Have you counted the cost  of  fol lowing  
Chr ist ,  or of being truly rel ig ious?—That  
i t  wil l  cut you off from vain amusements,  
f rom the  indu lgence  o f  your  lu s t s ,  and 
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from a s inful  confor mity to the world?— 
That  i t  may expose  you to r id icu le  and  
contempt, poss ibly to more ser ious per se- 
cut ion?—In the view of  a l l  these things ,  
are you wil l ing to take up the cross ,  and  
to  fo l low Chr i s t ,  whi ther soever  he  sha l l  
l e ad  you ?—I s  i t  you r  s o l emn  pu r po s e,  
in rel iance on g race and aid to cleave to  
him, and his cause and people, to the end  
of life?

Do  you  l ove  ho l i n e s s ?—Do you  l ove  
a  Holy  God,  and because  he  i s  ho ly?— 
Do you ear nes t ly  des i re  to be more and  
more conformed to God, and to his  holy  
l aw?—To bear  more  and more  the  l ike- 
ne s s  o f  your  Redeemer?—Do you seek ,  
and sometimes f ind communion with your  
God and Saviour?

Are  you re so lved in  God’s  s t rength ,  to  
endeavour conscientiously to perform your  
whole  duty—to God,  to  your  ne ighbour  
and to  your se l f ?—Do you per for m com- 
mon and  re l a t ive  dut i e s  consc ien t ious ly,  
as part of the duty which you owe to God?

Do you make conscience of secret prayer 
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d a i l y ? — D o  yo u  n o t  s o m e t i m e s  f e e l  a  
b ackwardne s s  to  th i s  du ty ?—Do you  a t  
o ther  t imes  fee l  a  g rea t  de l ight  in  i t ?— 
Have you a set t ime, and place, and order  
of exercises, for performing this duty?

Do you daily read a por tion of scr ipture,  
i n  a  devou t  manne r ?—Do you  l ove  to  
re ad  the  B ib l e ?—Do you  eve r  pe rce ive  
a sweetness in the truths of holy scr ipture? 
—Do you f ind them adapted to your ne- 
ce s s i t i e s ,  and see,  a t  t imes ,  a  wonder fu l  
be au ty,  exce l l ence,  and  g lo r y  i n  God ’s  
word?—Do you make i t  the man of your  
counsel,  and endeavour to have both your  
hear t  and l i fe  confor med to i t s  doctr ines  
and requisitions?

Does  the  g lor y  o f  God ever  appear  to  
you as  the f i r s t ,  g reates t ,  and best  of  a l l  
ob jec t s ?—Do you des i re  to  promote  the  
glory of God, as the chief object of life?

Do you feel  a love to mankind—such as  
you did not feel  before you became rel i- 
g i o u s ? — H ave  yo u  a  g r e a t  d e s i r e  t h a t  
the souls of men should be saved, by being  
brought to a genuine faith and trust in the 



 revivals 295

Redeemer?—Do you love  God’s ,  peop le  
with a  pecul iar  a t tachment—because they  
bear the Saviour’s image, and because they  
love and pursue the objects, and delight in  
the exercises, which are most pleasing and  
d e l i g h t f u l  t o  yo u r s e l f ? — D o  yo u  f ro m  
your hear t ,  forg ive al l  your per sonal ene- 
mies, and refuse to cher ish or entertain any  
s e n t i m e n t s  o f  h a t r e d  o r  r e ve n g e ? — I f  
you  have  in ju red  any  pe r son ,  have  you  
made  repa r a t ion ;  o r  a re  you  re ady  and  
willing to make it?

Do you feel  i t  to be ver y impor tant to  
adorn relig ion, by a holy, exemplary, ami- 
able and blameless walk and conver sat ion? 
—Do you fear to br ing a reproach on the  
c au s e  o f  Ch r i s t ?—Doe s  t h i s  a ppe a r  t o  
you ext remely  dread fu l ?—Are you a f r a id  
of backsliding, and of being left to return  
to a s tate of  carelessness  and indi f ference  
in religion?

Do you desire and endeavour to g row in  
grace, and in the knowledge of Chr ist your  
Sav iour,  more  and more?—Are you wi l - 
ling to sit at his feet, as a little child, and 
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to submit your reason and under standing,  
impl ic i t ly,  to hi s  teaching;  implor ing hi s  
Spir it to guide you into all necessary truth,  
to save you f rom a l l  f a ta l  er ror s ,  to en- 
able you to receive the truth in the love of  
i t ,  and to transfor m you, more and more  
into a likeness to himself?

Counsel.

Remember  tha t  these  ques t ions  a re  in- 
tended to point your attention to subjects  
o f  inqui r y  the  mos t  impor tant .  Do not ,  
therefore, content your sel f  with a careless  
or cursory reading of them. Read and de- 
l ibe ra te ly  and examine  your se l f ,  c lo se ly,  
on each ques t ion,  and le t  your hear t  be  
lifted up to God, while you are consider ing  
each par t icular,  in ear nest  des ires  that  he  
may show you the ver y t r uth .  You can- 
not ordinar i ly go over a l l  these quest ions  
a t  one t ime.  Divide them there fore,  and  
take one par t at one time, and another at  
another. But tr y to go over the whole in  
the cour se of  a  week;  and do thi s  ever y 
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week,  for  some months .  When you f ind  
yourself doubtful or def icient, in any point,  
let  i t  not discourage you: but note down  
that point in wr iting, and bend the atten- 
t ion of  your mind to i t ,  and labour and  
pray t i l l  you sha l l  have made the at ta in- 
ment  wh ich  wi l l  enab l e  you  to  an swer  
c l e a r l y.  I t  i s  b e l i eved  th a t  you  c anno t  
f ai l  to see how each question ought to be  
answered.

Remember  th a t  s e c re t  p r aye r,  re ad ing  
the  word of  God,  watchfu lnes s ,  and se l f  
examinat ion,  are the g reat  means of  pre- 
serving comfor t in rel ig ion, and of g row- 
ing  in  g r ace.  In  p ropor t ion  a s  you  a re  
exact  and f a i thfu l  in these,  such usua l ly,  
wil l  be your inward peace, and the safety  
o f  your  s t a t e.  Uni t e  them a l l  toge the r,  
and  never  cea se  to  p rac t i s e  them whi le  
you live.—Think often of the character of  
Enoch,  and tr y to walk with God. Read  
Ma son ’s  l i t t l e  book  on  s e l f -knowledge,  
Owen’s works, Baxter’s  Saints’ Rest,  Dod- 
dr idge’s  works ,  Edward’s  works ,  Hopkin’s  
wo r k s ,  G i l l ’s  wo r k s ,  B e l l a my ’s  wo r k s ,
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Newton ’s  wo rk s ,  Wi th e r s poon ’s  wo rk s ,  
and Scotts works, &c. &c.*

Do not suppose that any evidence which  
at  present,  you may think you possess ,  of  
a g racious state, wil l  release you from the  
necess i ty of  maintaining a constant vig i l- 
ance in t ime to come: nor from repeated  
examina t ions  and t r i a l s  o f  your se l f  even  
to the end of  l i fe.  Many marks  and evi- 
dences  o f  a  g rac ious  s t a te  a re  se t  down  
by pious wr iter s .  But they must a l l  come  
to thi s—to ascer ta in what  i s  your preva- 
l en t  t emper  and  cha rac te r—Whether  on  
the whole,  you are increas ing in sancti f i- 
ca t ion,  or  not?—If  you are,  you may be  
comfor ted;  i f  not ,  you have cause to be  
a lar med.  I t  i s  only he that  endure th  unto  
the end that shall be saved.

I  th ink i t  o f  ver y  g rea t  impor tance  to  
warn you not to imagine that true relig ion 

* S o m e  o f  t h e  wo r k s  i n  P re s i d e n t  G re e n ’s  
c a t a l og u e, I  h ave  o m i t t e d  a n d  a d d e d  o t h e r s ,  
w h i c h  I  h o p e  w i l l  b e  f o u n d  o f  e q u a l  m e r i t  
b y  a l l  w h o  c a n  o b t a i n , a n d  c a r e f u l l y  e x - 
amine them.
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is confined to the closet, or to the church;  
even though. you apprehend that you have  
g rea t  comfor t  and  f reedom there.  F ree- 
dom and comfor t there, are, indeed, most  
d e s i r ab l e ;  bu t  t r ue  re l i g i on  re a che s  t o  
eve r y  th ing .  I t  a l t e r s  and  swee ten s  the  
temper.  I t  improves the manner s .  I t  goes  
into every duty, relat ion, stat ion, and s i t- 
uat ion of  l i fe.  I f  you have t rue re l ig ion,  
you wil l  have a better spir i t ,  you wil l  be  
better sons, better scholar s,  better fr iends,  
bet ter  member s  of  society,  and wore ex- 
emplar y  in  the  d i scharge  o f  ever y  duty ;  
as the sure consequence of this invaluable  
possess ion. And i f  your re l ig ion does not  
produce these  e f fec t s ,  a l though you may  
talk of inward comfor ts ,  and even of rap- 
tures ,  you have g reat  reason to fear  that  
the whole is a delusion, and that the root  
of the matter is  not in You.—Herein,  said  
the Saviour,  i s  my Fathe r  g lo r i f i ed  tha t  ye  
b e a r  mu c h  f r u i t ,  s o  s ha l l  ye  b e  my  d i s c i - 
ples.

Be ca re fu l  to  avo id  a  g loomy,  and  to  
cher i sh  a  cheer fu l  temper.  Be habi tua l ly 
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cheer fu l ;  but  avoid levi ty.  Be ver y hum- 
ble.  Be not ta lkat ive.  Before exper ienced  
Chr istians be a hearer rather than a talker.  
Tr y,  in  ever y  way,  however,  to  promote  
rel ig ion among your relat ives and fr iends.  
Win them to i t ,  by your amiable temper  
and exemplar y depor tment .—Flee  youth fu l  
l u s t s.  Shun  eve r y  exc i t emen t  o f  t h em.  
Guard aga ins t  d i s s ipa t ion:  i t  ext ingui shes  
p i e t y.  Be  no t  d i s conce r t ed  by  r i d i cu l e  
and  rep roach .  Your  Sav iour  bo re  much  
o f  these  for  you.  Think of  th i s ,  and be  
ashamed of nothing, so much as of being  
a shamed of  him. Trust  in hi s  protect ion,  
l ive  t o  h i s  p r a i s e ,  and  you  w i l l  dwe l t  
eternally in his blissful presence.

FINIS.


